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RADIO™ TIMES

JOURNAL OF THE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION

The war years 1939-1946

When the Second World War began
in September 1939, it was up to
BBC Radio — and Radio Times

— to keep the British public
informed and entertained

FOREWORD BY SHEIM LAW CO-EDITOR RADIO TIMES

ELCOME TO THE
latest project

from Radio Times.
The War Years is

a project very close
to our hearts and,
we hope, to yours. Every vear, there are many

TV and radio programmes broadcast about
the Second World War, the majority of which
mark anniversaries of campaigns or battles
on land, on sea and in the air.

However, the war on the home front was
a seemingly never-ending six-year slog for the
citizens of Great Britain, a period that involved
increasing privations and sacrifice.

The BBC and Radio Times were beacons of
hope during that time. The wireless was, for
most, the only source of up-to-the-minute

‘ The BBC and

Radio Times were
beacons of hope
during that time

news about the war and provided a much-
needed escape from the realities of rationing,
queues and nights spent in air-raid shelters.

Looking through the issues of Radio Times
from September 1939 until the end of the
war in 1945 and into 1946, you can see that
the BBC commissioned more radio comedy
than ever before.

Comedians and popular musical and variety
acts played throughout the day on shows such
as Workers’ Playtime and Music while You
Work. News was important, bit the morale
of'the nation was even more crucial.

The BBC also became an integral part of the

RT goes towar |

g

war effort - from providing listening services,
which would monitor foreign and enemy
broadcasts, to expanding its overseas
broadcasting into many occupied countries.

The listings in Radio Times are the only
day-to-day record of what was broadcast
each day. Reading this source material now
gives a fascinating insight into a nation at
war - and it was of course written when no
one knew how the war would play out. The
words and tone can feel old-fashioned more
than seven decades on, but they are also at
times profoundly moving.

Along with the articles and listings, some
of the most interesting and valuable material
from a social-history point of view are the

advertisements that appeared in the magazine.

Some were for companies and brands that
still exist today, informing the reader
how they were helping the war effort,
and there were also important
announcements from the Ministry
of Information on rationing or
recruitment drives. They build an
engrossing picture of what were

the paramount themes of the day.

As the war progressed, paper
rationing meant that issues became
smaller and smaller, with only the most vital
comment finding space in the two-page
“features section’, and in the latter years
of the war colour inks were banned, even
for the Christmas issues.

It was a time of grinding austerity and truly
heroic stoicism. But never once in the 300 or
so issues that we've gone through did we find
any hint of defeatism, self-pity or wanton
propaganda. Perhaps that’s something that
media outlets today could learn fromin a
time of national crisis.

Reading the original articles that appear
in these pages, you gain an insight into the
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“Spitfires
over
Britain’
The story oflthe life and work of the men

who fly Britdin’s famous fighter planes is

told in a spdcial feature on Tuesday night

——4

‘ Music W%\ile You Work'

Special music fod

‘ Shall We

Radio version of

Dance?’

‘500 Years1of Printing’

Cefebrated in a prbgramme by Francis Meyne

John McCormack
]

Sings to the Forces #n an ENSA concert

“Go To 1!
News of the spccd-é

¢ Picture-Post’Fard Beauties’

Sir Seymour Hicks rdcalls 2 golden era

Know the N ws-Readers !
Portraits of the mos
details of their broadéhsts for the week

RAL gy

programmes of the time. At least one survives
- read about the first Desert Island Discs on
page 72. And you can also still hear occasional
episodes of ITMA (It's That Man Again) on
Radio 4 Extra - you can meej[thc characters
who inhabited the I7MA wodld on page 32.
It's interesting to see how twa great national
institutions began life.

It’s a great honour to presejﬂ to you the
work of Radio Times colleagyes past and
present. It shows clearly that iy job of’
éo-editing this great magazinl’ is less a case
of bringing vou the best of TV and radio, and
more of being a custodian ot'ai nationally
important record of social history.  JE™
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TURN THAT LIGHT OUT!

For many nights during the war, homes,
businesses and s:reets were blacked
out. Every day Radio Times provided the
required start times up and down the UK.

LEFT covers from June 1940 and July 1941
reflecting a diet of combat and mirth.
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“THIS COUNTRY
IS AT WARWITH
GERMANY”

A newspaper seller on the Strand
in London on 3 September 1939
carrying confirmation of the
news delivered to the nation
on BBC Radio the same
morning by the prime minister,
Neville Chamberlain (below).

1R HEADLAMP
__MASK

E.\'a;_:ﬂy as supplied to H.M.
Office of Works for
Ambulances, ete. .

Officlal  regulations demand this
palttern mask be fitted to Motor Vehicles,
State make,

year of car, diameter of headlamp 5/-

glasswhenordering. IMMEDIATE

DELIVERY, Postage 9d.

PHILIPS Cycle
REAR LAMPS

Compleie. Adaptor, Bulb, Fixing Bracket.

Electric. Complies with A.R.P. Lighting Regulatlons.
Works from front lamp battery. Controtied by the

same switch, MadeinHolland. Easily fixed. 2
WORKS ALSO FROM DYNAMO. PRICE P
Postags 3d.
From any of our 220

urr hranches or by poat fro
ot s wa (Dopt. R.T.) Groat Wosl
Rd., Brentford, Mid



RADIO™ TIMES
The war years 1939

Before
the
storm

In the weeks
leading up to the
declaration of war, Sl Soptemene 3

D e MAN IN THE STR
' Radio Times
produced its
usual fun and
colourful front
covers. However,
that would soon

change... m~
' :
RADIO TIMES "9! AN
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THE FIRST WEEK JOURNAL OF THE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION

Read for‘ (INCORPORATING WORLD-R
anytl?;ng F Y
The threat of war

with Germany had

been in the air for

months, so it was

no surprise that when

the declaration of war
finally came, the BBC's
plans to continue
broadcasting during

the conflict were ‘
already in place...
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PROGRAMMES FoOR SEPTEMBER 3_9

TION

SWINGING
YRS INTO ACTION

When war was declared on 3 September "939, the issue of
Radio Times for the week 3—9 September with JB Priestiey on
the cover (left) was already in circulation. The news of the coming
war meant that the BBC had to revise its schedules and issue
‘LET THE PEQPLE | a supplementary edition of Radio Times (pictured above), but
SING* ' the Corporation was not caught entirely unprepared.

on Sunday The editorial (opposite) made it clear that the BBC had been planning

for the outbreak of war for almost a year and, in a practical and upbeat

will read the
first instalment of his |
new serial novel

tone, it laid out plans to serve up a daily schedule of radio programmes
from 7.00am to midnight comprising plays, music, talks, features,
religious services and comedy — with news on the hour, every hour. The
BBC Television service had been suspenced completely on 1 September.

"The Four Feathers

AE n o

. Rescue | It was just as well Radio Times was prepared, too — this was the
Ed | second of three issues that staff had to produce in just one week.
:_‘:545' Leger The editorial also stressed that Radio Times would soldier on, albeit

in reduced form whenever paper supplies were short, stating simply
that, “We shall do our best to bring you the full and correct information
about all the doings and plans of the BBC."

‘Further Outlook Warmer
'Wireless Puppets’

O Davr Birnch, o » M

Militia Camp

Sing Song

— ic
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Broadcasting

BROADCASTING carries on. !

That is the slogz.m of the BBC in this hour of national
endeavour, when the British nation is nerving itself for the
greatest effort it has ever made. In every department of life
the British people are steeling thenrselves for their great task.
Broadcasting intends to help in the work, whatever the diffi-
culties may be.

*

* * * *

For nearly a year now the BBC has been making its plans.
Recognising the part that broadcasting would play in the

- struggle, it could not afford to leave anything to chance.

First of all, of course, radio will be one of the chief means of

. communication during the war. That has already been proved.

%

- The Government can speak to the people—news can reach the

remotest village—instructions can be issued by the Ministries

| —warnings can be given of approaching attacks.

7 -

* * * *

e o
& J These are obvious functions of radio during a war, and their

vital importance is recognised by everyone. But there is
another function that is nearly as important, and that is enter-
tainment. Broadcasting can help to take our minds off the
horrors of war as nothing else can.

That is why the BBC has not been content to plan pro-
grammes co}lsisting merely of gramophone records alternating
with news. Even in the dislocation of the first few days,
some of your favourite talkers have been coming to the micro-
phone, the BBC Theatre Organist has been at his post to
entertain you, and the hope and comfort of religious services
have not been withheld from the listener, at whatever cost
to those taking part. But from next Wednesday, if all goes
well, all-day "live’ programmes will begin. Broadcasting
will still run from seven o’clock in the morning till after mid-
night (with news broadcasts in the intervenin} hours whenever

there is any important news), but the programmes broadcast

Carries On !

will be real, presented entertainment, studded with plays
musical comedies, features, talks ; in fact ordinary broadcast
programmes—only probably of a rather higher standard than
those we know in times of peace !  There will even be a

Children’s Hour, and regular broadcasts to schools.
* * * *

We said " if all goes well’. Every listener will realise that
there will be times when these programmes cannot be carried
out. There are endless possibilities of hitches, no matter how
carefully plans may have been laid in advance. If the
announcer has to say that a programme that has been published
in the Rabpio TIMES cannot be broadcast, listeners will under-
stand. .

On the other hand, there may easily be occasions when
programmes are changed only to be improved. In these early
stages, when so many things have still to be learnt from ex-
perience, it may be found when the time comes that a better
programme than the one published can be given. Listeners

will understand if that happens, too.
* * * *

Writing as we are doing at the very moment of decision,
it is hard to foresee what conditions will be, even by the
time this extra number of the RADIO TIMES appears. But
the difhculties of keeping broadcasting going in time of war
can hardly be over-estimated. Many a broadcaster may have
to risk his life to ;upply you with your entertainment and

your news. But broadcasting is going on.

* * * ®

London, the most obviously vulnerable centre in the British
Isles, has ceased to be the centre of British broadcasting. Far
away in other parts of the country, in new premises specially
reserved for this time of need, are the centres from which your

programmes come. At one centre is a team of Variety

’
~
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FIRST STEPS

An easy course for everyone will be given in five talks
by a doctor on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday,
and Friday this week at 6.25 p.m.

Full courses for those seeking a diploma in Fust Aid are given

by the following organisations

British Red Cross Society,
14, Grosvenor Crescent, london, SW.I.

St. John Ambulance Association,
St. John's Gate, London, E.C.I.

British Red Cross Society (Scottish Branch),
206, Bath Street, Glasgow, C.2.

St. Andrew’s Ambulance Association,
108. North Street, Glasgow.

Full information about how to learn will be given in the

broadcast talks.
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Diagram showing bones and main arteries of the body. The discs
indicate pressure points. Each of these is on the course of a
main artery. Pressure at one of these points will stop most of the

blood passing into the limb beyond.

10

Compound fracture of the leg.

The shin bone is

through the skin.

protruding

Triangular bandage applied to the foot.
It is made to ensheath t‘he foot and ankle.
The ends are brougf"i round the leg
above the ankle, and the apex of the
l The ends

are tiedin front. The apLx, shown pointing

bandage is pulled upwards.

up the leg, 1s then brbugh‘ downwards
and pinned over the tc;p of the foot.

{

Pressure applied hfiy both thumbs to
the pressure point ff the right femoral
artery in the groir?. This is used in
cases of severe *)Ieeding from the

lower part of the |thigh or leg.

FIRST FL O

LA Lout D 0N

/\ NARROW FOLD /' \

The triangular bandade is of prime im-
portance in first-aid wark. It can be made
from calico or linen. | A large scarf or
handkerchief can be| used. It should
measure 36-42 inches from the apex to

either end. Large ar}d small slings are
readily made. As a bandage it is used in
the form of a ‘broad-feld’ or ‘narrow-fold’.
To make a broad-folé, fold the apex to
the base, then fold the upper edge to the
base again. To make|a narrow-fold, fold
it once again. ;

|

i
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FIRST AID

This évening at 6.25
a well-known London
doctor wil] give the
f?mt of a series of prac-
tcal talks op things
you should know about
Fust. Aid. He speaks
again on Tucsday
ch‘inesday, Thumday,

Friday ang Saturday ]

(See diagrams on page 3) J

£

4, 1939
SUPPLE MENTARY 1SSUE DATED SEFTEMRIR & 1!

" ¢TOP PRESS ——

. : = :
late programme alterations will be inserted on this pag
\ny late

l

]

|

A SERIOUS
BUSINESS
RT's pages carried tips
on first aid, information
on programme changes
and a plug for its sister
publication The Listener.
But there was also room

CROSSWORD  339: Solution

for humour, too, with
cartoons (top right).

JOURNAL OF THE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION

The war years 1939

‘It's rather hard to tell you who is winning,
as all the horses are camouflaged’

THE LISTENER

EVERY THURSDAY 3°

fROM NEWSAGENTS, BOOKSTALLS AND BOOKSELLERS EVERYWHERE.

11
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[
JOURNAL OF THE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION home flres
(INCORPORATING WORLD -RADIO) burning

e ; e Anti-clockwise from left: in the early
weeks of the war the magazine's
covers reflected patriotism,
practicality and a sense of national
unity — Big Ben and the clock tower
at the Palace of Westminster; a row of
idyllic country cottages at Snowhill in
Gloucestershire with the cover line
that reads “There'll alwavs be an
England!”; and a group o" cheerful
miners ‘‘somewhere in Wales"

who were digging for victory.

Inside, the listings offered up
classical music and broaclcasts such
as Bee-keeping: Preparations for
Winter and light entertainment
programmes starring the likes
of Gracie Fields and Arthur Askey.
There were also reminders (opposite)
that listeners could tune in to foreign
broadcasts from all over the world
on short wave, from Ankara to the

Vatican and all points in between.

- 5

Detailed BBC Programmes for September 10—16

i

Eates Temen. Oier T, 1920 Val 63 Ny 37 Cogmaered 4 8o GIO m & Newmparer
|

Price TWOPDENCE
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RADIOXTIMES | RADIO¥TIMES

JOURNAL OF THE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION
JOURNAL OF THE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION

(INCORPORATING WORLD-RADIO)
(INCORPORATING WORLD-RADIO) i

Detailed BBC Programmes for September 17-13
: ]

KEEPING THE HOME FIRES BURNING

ike those pxtured here ‘somewhere n Wals:
“nportance 1o the well beng of the navon A ‘Home Front programese on Wednesday Wil presen a radio
putore of the reaction in pits and homes 1o the new condihons.

Theow'll always be on £ngland? o war 83 1n poace, the work of miners

12
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FOREIGN STATIONS YOU CAN HEAR

These are the normal wavelengths. Any wartime changes will be made as they are known.

o LONG AND MEDIUM WAVE

Ke/s m. KW Station . ke/ Station ke/s  m. kW Station
648 463 {00 Lyons (PTT) (France) 1040 28S8.5 120 Rcennes-Bretagne France,
Band No. 1. 150-300 kc/s. ‘|677 $443.1 100 Sottens (Switzerland) 1059 2833 20 Bari (No. 1) (lta\y() )
166 1875 120 Hilversum (No. 1) (Holland) | 686 437.3 20 Belgrade (Yugosiavia) 1077 278.6 6C Bordcaux-Lafayette (France)
(10 kW only wntil 7.40 pon) 695 431.7 120 Paris (®TT) (France) 1095 274 20 Radio-Normandic (France)
172 1744 S00 Moscow (Neo. 1) (U.S.S.R) 704 $26.1 55 Stockholm (Swedcen) 1131 2653 60 Horby (Sweden)
142 1648 80 Radio-Paris (France) 713 4208 100 Romc (No. 1) (laly) 1140 263.2 30 Turin No. 1) (Ttaly)
216 1389 150 Motala (Sweden) 724 3144 17 Hilversum (Jagrswld) (Hol- | 1167 257.1 15 Monte Ceneri (Switzerland)
232 1293 150 Luxcmbourg land). Relays Hilversum 1185 253.2 60 Nice-Cote d"Azur (France)
240 1250 60 Kalundborg (Denmark) (Neo. 1) } 1213 2473 60 Lille (Radio PTT Nord) (France)
271 1107 100 Leningrad (No. 1) (U.S.S.R.) | 749 $00.5 100 Marseilles (PTT) {France) 1222 245.5 60 Romc (No. 2) (Italy)
776  386.6 120 Toulouse (PTT) (France) 1258 2385 { 15 Riga (Latvia)
814 368.6 S50 Milan (No. 1) (Italy) i 20 Radio-Nacional (Spain)
Band No. 3. 500-1,500 ke/s. 850 349.2 100 Strasbourg (France) 11303 2302 10 Naples No. 1) (Ttaly)
54c  S49.5 120 Budapest (No. 1) (Hungary) 913 3286 70 Toulouse (Radio - Toulouse)} 11312 228.7 2.5 Malmé (Sweden)
55+ 539.6 100 Beromiinster (Switzerland) (France) 3 1321 2271 27 Radio-Méditerranée (France)
54 531 100 Radio-Eircann (Eire) 932 3219 15 Brussels (_s\_o- 2). Belgium) 1366 2196 35 Bordcaux-Sud-Ouest (France)
60! $99.2 20 Rahat (Morocco) 959 3128 60 Poste Parisien (France) 1393 2154 25 Radio-Lyons (France)
616 918 20 Florcnee (No. 1) (ltaly) 995 301.5 65 Hilversum (No. 2) (Holland; | 1420 2113 10 Vaasa (Finland)
62t 4839 15 Brusscls (No. 1) (Belgium) | (15 kW only wniil 7.30 p.m.) | 1456 206 5 FEiffel Tower (Paris) (France)

. SHORT WAV

Mc/s oo kW Can * Station and Time Schedule Mc/s m. (A3 Call Station and Time Schedule
600 50 20 RNE  Moscow (U.S.S.R.). . 074 308 10 CSW7 Lisbon (Portugal). -
6.03 49.75 100 RW96 Moscow (U.S.S.R.). 9.83 30.52 30 IRF Rome (ltaly). ‘
603 :g.;s its) 1\%\&\ . ;’::lic;nl (;.‘i_ly(P USA) lg.gg 3043 20 EAQ  Madrid (Spain). 22.00-02.45.
6.06 adclphia (Pa., U.S.A.). . 29.35 15 PSH Murapich (Brazil). Mox. 02.00-02.30.
6.06 49.42 12 gl}\c;{ 2 i\}m.l. P(S\vedcg)l. 02013_?320200 035 2933 12 LSX  Bucnos Aires (Argentine). Fa. 22.00.23.50.
6.9 49.24 13 : ima (Peru).  01.90-07- 7% 1104 2717 10 CSW¢ . Lisbon (Portugal).
S1o 4918 25 XNBI  Bound Brook (), U.SA) 1190 2631 20 HBO  Radio-Nations (Prangins, Switzerland)
€10 4918 (1 YUA_ Belgrade (Yugosiava) 1167 257 . 1GY  Rome (laly). ’ )
612 4902 10 W2XE Wayne (LJ; USA) 1170 3563 12 SBP  Motala (Sweden). 19.00-22.15
614 48.86 28 WPIT  Pitesburgh (Pa,, U.S.A). 1170 2563 12 RIA  Moscow (U.S.S.R) . -15.
6.15 48.78 2 CJRO \\mmpeg‘(Canada). 23.00-05.00. 11.72 25'6 12 TPA4  Paris (Radio-Mondi.al, France)
617 4862 10 W2XE  Wewne (Rl i) 1172 256 12 CJRX  Winnipes (Canada). 23.00-0900.
6.19 48.47 25 ] atican City. . 1173 2558 20 PHI  Huizen (Holland).
635 4721 50 IAC Rome (Italy). ; : 1173 2556 5 LKQ  Osle (Norway) 00.00-04.00
6.67 44.94 20 HBQ Radio-Nations (Prangins, Switzerland). 174 53355 25 avi Vntien.n P . 00. .00.
7.05 427 .. EAQl Barcelona (Spatn). 1180 2532 50 ]Z]' N apan.
7.07 4243 025 FETL  Valtadolid (Spain). 1181 254 100 I2RO4  Rome (Ialy).
T a0 Egga E"tf:’ érm)'l) 11.83 2536 10 W2XE Wayne (N.J., US.AJ
7.26 4‘.32 10 s. n . gﬂ - . 11.84 25.34 10 CSWS Lisbon (Pm“gal)-
728 4121 25  TPB7  Paris (Radio-Mondial, Fraln_ce; 118 2531 D ha o 3. 20.00-00.00
7.28 41.21 25 TPB11 Paris (Radxo-shgoadml, France, 1187 2 5:28 16 VUM2 .\hdwm diny 0§.§0—16.00. .00.
e i’ing "JZ:‘;I: %'s's'a’%’ 1187 2526 24 WPIT  Pittsburgh (Pa., U.S-A).
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BLUSHER &
BALACLAVAS

Women were front and centre in
this special Woman’s Number from
November with its illustration by
Clixby Watson. Inside there were tips
for housewives on how to eke out food
and clothing. But there was a broader
message, too — You will not inspire
your family inor help to win the wa-)
bv looking doway.”

The evacuation of women and

Squaring the Circle!
By Bruce Sievier

We have received this amusing verse

from the well-known broadcauster wwho

is now Fiving-Officer R. B. B. Sievier,

MC. (R.AFV.R), of the Balloon
Barrage

children from cities to the countryside
had split families apart, so housewives
were advised on how they could fill
the lonely evenings. The ceritral
message: "lt's a mistake to brood.”
But it wasn’t all about pulling
\)ourselﬁ together and carry'ng on,
or winning the war with a dab of
lipstick. There were also hints of
women beginning to take on more
responsibility, with tales of secretaries
setting up offices in school changing
rooms, or training tc become

When I was but a baby bey f-
MR
In coat and pantaloon,
My nurse would wheel me in the park

Behind a toy balloon. ;i

tirefighters and air-raid wardens.

100 LML 108
o Decambur 3=
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FLSIE AND D!
by wock M=

SISTER ACT
Elsie amd Doris Waters featured
on the cover ‘n December.

Their comedy characters
Gert and Daisy helped entertain
the country right through
the war years.

—_

Wien I arrived at walking stage
| (An artful little mite!)

= I used to buy a ball of string
And fly a baby kite.

But now I'm virile, big and strong,  °
I work from noon to noon

* And all day long I sit beneath
A ruddy ‘ big " balloon!

13

The moral of this story is
Enough to drive one wild,
For those who try to wage a war
Just treat one as a child! s S

g - C O ———— e,

Tha wrar vears 1939

Knit thijs Balaclava Helmet !

MATERIALS
3 oz. of 4-ply wool.

Two No.
needles.

ABBREVIATIONS
K.—Kanit ; P—Puyri ;
Inches ; Tog.—Together 3

TENSION
&/s_tths. t}c: 1 inch.
1 Yo.
workin K 1, P.1, i fog 1 g™ 160 55 and

NEXT ROW

Rib 20 sts., leave these
] o | sts. on i
rib to end. Slip the first 20 sts.ao;a{lcltcyn‘::l:t’
fOW 0n 10 a safety-pin, break eff wool and

work P =
o l’:)Ln the remaining 120 sts. in the following

1st ROW
X K2, P2 rep. from X

2nd ROW
Purl.
Repeat these last two rows

for 54 j
cast off 36 sts. N in., then
two rows. Contin the beginning of the next

) Continue in patte

Lnammg 48 sts. for a fur?hcr ?é (i): ;}(: t!;-

ack, ending with the second :ow' f :

pattern. "
the

TI-“IJ:‘. }I:IECK BAND
ith the right side of work faci i
acin,
If:‘Irst set of 20 sts. from the pin.sg,o:h‘:otbe
‘ol.( 10 nccdlc,_ and on to the same m:t:dla
}F:::)d up “a/mdk knit 52 sts. along the side of th:
] Ork In pattern across the 4
the centre back, then pick ¥ 8 ]
alol?.g t:}c other side of x:hc h:fd?nd S e
natly work in rib across the h
f(l) sts. (192 sts.). Work in K.1, (I)’[.Ierﬁs;tf((:f
112-. in,, cl;angc to No. 12 needlc;, worl:
]i In. 1n rib, change to No. 10 needles, work
z 0. 1n rib.  Cast off in the rib. ’

TO MAKE UP

Press work lightly on wrong side, avoidipo

ribbing. Sew y the f
Back stiuhe Prels’s sct;m?nt seam and the twq

10 needles and two No. 12

St.—Stitch ; In.—
Rep.—Repeat.

to end.
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‘L jes are beco

H1S disclosure was

made recently in a
broadcast talk from Ger-
many by a propagandist
only a’ little less dis-
tinguished than Gocbbels
himself. The speaker was
referring, of course, to the
*lies " issued by the British
press and wireless, which
are a perpetual source of
embarrassment to the Nazi
Propaganda Ministry,
owing to the reputation
for truth they enjoy in
neutral countries and even
in Germany itself.

But like so many obser-
vations made by Nazi pro-
pagandists, this one can be
used as a boomerang ; and
it is not too fanciful
perhaps to detect in it a
certain degree of revulsion
on the part of the speaker
from his daily task of creating new lies with
which to justify the Nazi cause.

New Unit «

Certainly the observation expresses perfectly
the reaction of a member of the BBC's
Monitoring Service after coming off a spell of
listening to German news bulletins, talks, and
propaganda programmes. Lies do become deadly
tedious; but it is no good shutting one’s ears to
them in a war conducted so far mainly by means
of propaganda and diplomacy.

And that is why, on the outbreak of war, the
BBC, at the request of the Ministry of Infor-
mation, created a new unit to ' monitor’
German transmissions in particular, and trans-
missions from abroad in general.

The Service then is just over two months old.
It inherits from before the watr its title, Monitor-
ing—checking either the technical quality or
the programme content of a transmission ; and
a wealth of experience in such work gained over
a period of years by BBC engineers, mainly for
technical purposes.

The rest has had to be built up during the
Jast ten weeks until today, in every twenty-four
hours, something like 150 bulletins in 15
languages are monitored, recorded, translated,
summarised, edited, and distributed by the
Overseas Intelligence Department .of the BBC
to the Ministries of State engaged in the
prosecution of the war.

As you may imagine the process is a com-
plicated one.

Hogsnorton Again!

It begins in the acrials of a number of
receiving stations—one of which is established
on a hill overlooking ‘Hogsnorton'. The
aerials feed a largé number of special receiving
sets that are tuned in to the stations which
it is required to monitor, and the output of

16

A4 local policeman keeps watch over one
of the BBC's monitoring posts

ming deadly

Service,

them is either recorded or
fed by line to a large staff
of linguists, who transiate
into English the words
composed by radio news
editors and propagandists
working in the offices of
broadcasting centres  all
over the world.

The next stage is the
transmission by teleprinter
of this vast mass of
material to the Editing
Unit. Here it is carefully
and minutely scrutinised.

Then it is passed on to sub-editors who digest,
summarise, and put it into a readable form.
After that it returns to the night editor who,
surveying the whole material for the past
twenty - four hours, ,
attempts at four in the
morning to write notes
on new currents appear-
ing in the stream of
propaganda, or on sig-

nificant news items
broadcast, say, from
Rome in Arabic or

Ankara in French.

Finally, it goes to
press, or rather to duplhi-
cating, at 8 am., to
reappear rather miracu-
lously at 11.30 a.m. as
the "Daily Digest of
Foreign Broadcasts, Part
I, German Transmis-
sions and Daily Notes’;
while Part II, ‘All
Transmissions Other
than German', follows
at 3 p.m.

The BBC Director-
General, Mr. F. W.
Ogilvie (centre, facing
camera), wvisits one of
the remote points where
foreign programmes are
monitored night and
day. In the foreground
are the machines on
which records of par-
ticularly interesting
broadcasts are made.

after wecks of

propaganda from all over the woridi.

came into being and how it works.

= °
‘ tedious

says a member of the BBC’s Monitoring

listening to news and

Here he

describes how this war-time activity n?f the BBC

So much for the machinery of this new
service. It is° working at such a speed—three
shifts of eight hours each all round the clock
and scarcely time for meals-that the human
side tends to disappear in 4 flood of news,
propaganda, and counter-propaganda.

|

The Human Side l
But there is a human sidel when there is

“time to think for a moment jof items such as

that broadcast in Germany recently : 'Only dogs
over sixteen inches high will keceive an allow-
ance of meat scraps from the butcher's’. Or
that by the Dutch announcer who introduced a
relay of church bells from Hojland for Sweden
on All Saints’ Day with thése words: May
these bells never have to ring| for the souls of
Dutch and Swedish people \who have been
forced to lay down their lives *n war !

WE’RE LISTENING...
In a November RT, a rnember of the
BBC's Monitoring Service explained
how the newly formed unit listened
to radio broadcasts from Germany
and other countries 24 hours a day
and produced daily summaries for
“Ministries of State engaged in
the prosecution of the war”.
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Saturday night, sir, we shall

But we can't advance on i
miss ‘Band Waggon

e people doyn’
*’I'o the P round corners, 11’1: not z;ofxz”'l",
the i f g
iy theurt::;cﬁbcm_&zer 2 & S1OrY of a car rige by Patrick .
successful broadcasts of this year. 1 Hamilton, way
a tonight ar 8.5, - At will be repeated

Same fine nourishment .. same price

66 IVE us Stork again,” said millions of housewives the moment it seemed likely

that margarine would be decontrolled. And here is the very news they wanted :
you can get Stork now — as much of it as you need !
In spite of difficulties in obtaining cxactly the same blend of raw materials for Stork, the
makers of this famous margarine have secured the finest ingredicnts available, have blended
them as skilfully s their years of experience have shown them how. So you can be sure of
this—though occasionally there must be variations in the actual blend of ingredients, the
splendid food value of Stork will remain unchanged!

STORK
MARGARINE

Contains Sunshine Vitamins A & D D

L(Gift scheme terminated as previously advertised)

Do S09 430 €%

just tune down o

per |b.

it you will

sets a little... | 17
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A teature programme describing the life and wark
/ of the French foriress troops on the Western Frdni

~ which has been recorced in France by Richard Dimbleby and bis
team of BBC News Observers will be broadcast on Tuesday might. This pictdre

shows French soldiers on their way to one of the underground entrances to the lifa

NEWS

Richard Dimbleby's report
from the Maginot Line in
France featured on the
front cover in December.
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BBC NEWS in SEVENTEEN LANGUAGES

HEN the listener in Great Britdin

hears the fading-out of Bow Bells
and the familiar voice of the announcer tells
him that * This is the BBC Home Service ',
he must often, in spitc of the emphasis on
the ‘ Home ', paint to himse!f an incom-
plete picture of the work that is being done
today by the BBC. I know that until three
or four weeks ago that was what I
did, and I worked in Broadcasting
Housec.

I won't pretend that 1 was in
total ignorance. Sometimes, in the
restaurant, I drank my coffee at the
same table as men and women who
talked in tongues I couldn’t even
identify. There was one room in a
certain corridor where a small gilt
notice-board inscribed with Arabic
characters hung on the door, and
sometimes I heard of colleagues
who had to move out of their offices
because foreign-language experts
were moving in. Apart from that
I couldn’t have known less if I had
been a solitary inhabitant of St.
Kilda.

It all happened very quietly and
very quickly, this building up of a
wartime overseas scrvice. When I
was asked to undertake the pre-
paration of a feature programme
describing it for British listeners, I .
didn’t know how much or how
little to expect.

A picture of the BBC Overseas Service will be given to
listeners to the BBC Home Service on Sunday, in a
One thing I didn’t expect, and that programme called ‘ London Calls the World’. Robert
Kemp introduces his programme in this article.

Startling Figures

was to be told that today the BBC
is broadcasting in seventeen lan- .
guages. Less than two years ago London
was broadcasting only in English. Today
there are news services in English, Arabic,
French, German, Italian, Spanish and
Portuguese (for Europe), Spanish and
Portuguese for South America, Afrikaans,
Czech, Polish, Greek, Magyar,, Rumanian,
Serbo-Croat, and Turkish. Another sur-
prise to me was to learn that in the Over-
seas Service alone forty-nine news bulletins
and summaries are broadcast every day,
and the number is still increasing.

These figures are evidence of nothing
more than rapid development. As I met
the men and women who had all the work
and anxiety of that development to carry
on their shoulders, I began to wonder if
there was any way of expressing something
of the drama that is implicit in it. There
was the drama of swift effort, the battle
with time in engaging the right men,
momentous nights—such as that of the first
broadcast to Germany. There is still the
drama of the daily wrestling with the day’s

news, of the sudden ‘breaking‘ of an
important item of news just as the an-
nouncer walks to the microphone, of a single
but complicated human cfort.

And there is the drama, which one can
construct for oneself rather than see, of the
reception of the news among once free
peoples now under the heel of the oppressor.

To reflect, as one listens to a bulletin in
German, that beyond the Rhine men and
women are hearing the same words, in spite
of the vigilance of the Gestapo and at the
risk of grave penalties, is suddenly to be
aware of the grim seriousness which lies
behind the bulletins.

The people, tod, are a story by themselves.
There are the British subjects who control
policies and programmes and edit bulletins ;
there are men from abroad who speak the
bulletins in their mother-tongue and who
have it in their power to give valuable
advice on the idiom and temper of the
bulletins.

In the end I decided to keep my prow
gramme as simple and direct as possible, to
forget the picturesque frills and the tempta-
tion to depict a new Tower of Babel. For
Broadcasting House today is the very reverse
of the Tower of Babel. There, you remem-
ber, confusion reigned. At Broadcasting
House, on the other hand, there is con-
tinuous co-ordination and dovetailing in the

achievement of one great aim. That aim
is the important thing.

I have tried to summarise it by saying
that it is the provision of a reliable news
service and a statement of the British point
of view to the peoples of the world. But
even that is inaccurate, for surely the tradi-
tion of reliable news which broadcasting has
inherited from a free press does
itself form part of the British atti-
tude. And these ideals, again, have
to be translated into the idiom of
the peoples to whom they are
addressed. |

Empire Backbone

So in Sunday's programme I will
begin to tell the story where it
began—in the Empire programme
which  has been serving the
Dominigns and Colonies since
1932. _That is the backbone of the
whole thing. Then, in January,
1938, came the Arabic programme,
the first of a number of foreign-
language services that were added
with increasing rapidity as time
passed. One of the most exciting
moments was the inauguration, at
notice of literally a few hours, of
the French, German, and Italian
services at thé time of the Czech
crisis. I have had translated into
English one of the most. effective
‘ Sonderbericht * or German ‘ news-
talks * programmes, that in which
Hitler's recorded voice is used to
prove the worthlessness of his word,
and I hope that listeners will gain
from this some idea of what is
being done to reach the people inside
Germany.

Who Listens?
Then I will try to describe for you what
happens to news from the time it arrives in
Broadcasting House on the agency tapes
until it goes out in the various languages.
Finally, some of the evidence that these
broadcasts are widely héard will be pre-
sented. For there is an important depart-
ment which studies in detail the reactions to
these bulletins, and they have in their pos-
session many astonishing facts. It 1s a
salutary department, for any broadcaster will
tell you that there are moments when he
feels himself performing in a vacuum, more
cut off from his fellow humans than if he
were on Mars, although in point of fact his
audience may be numbered in millions.
London Calls the World—and I have
thought it worth while to remind those
who like to belittle the achievements of theiz
fellow-citizens that the world listens.
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CHRISTMAS
1939

The first Christmas issue of the Second
World War was a morale-boosting exercise
in festive bonhomie. AA Thomson's poem
In Spite of All That (opposite page) with

its gentle exhortation to good humour
appeared in place of the usual editorial.
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BY A. A. THOMSON

What do thcy‘know of Christmas who only Christmas know

In ordinary peaceful days with robins, cards, and snow—

The careless Christmas of bright lights and sentimental rhyme ;
That gave (if 1 may coin a phrase) a Dickens of a time ?

That Christmas now has been assaulted all along the line,
And bad old General Black-Out has pursued his dark design ;

There's serious interference with the atmosphere old-fashioned ;
There's even been a rumour that our Christmas may be rationed.

So ponder, O my pessimists, beneath the darkened skies,
On ration-books for turkeys and on coupons for mince-pies.
And would sweet feminine allure survive the cruel blow,

%, If it had to wear its gas-mask underncath the mistletoe ?

But things are not as bad as that ; let’s have it clearly stated :
The spirit of the real thing is not evacuated ;

In spite of all, I promise you that there will be this year

No black-out of benevolence, no censor of good cheer.

The home-fires still keep burning, and, although the trail is long,
The lads go bravely down it with a smile and still a song ;

So long as rabbits run (they say) ; so long s barrels roll,
Nothing can quench their (so to speak) unconquerable soul.

»

And while, in plaintive harmony, they tell us how they pine
To go and hang their stockings out upon the Siegfried Line,
Let's wish ‘em every comfort—turkeys fine and puddings mighty—
That they all could ever hope for, if they'd stayed at home in Blighty.

The hawk-eyed heroes of the air, the sailors of the Fleet, .

The wardens who have found this war so hard upon their feet—
May every gallant lad of "em, on ocean, isle, or isthmus,
Enjoy, without restriction, a completely happy Christmas.

The spirit of our Bngland lives in courage and in laughter ;
In saving what is good and true for those who follow after,
! But peace at last will crown the brave, and so, until that day,
i God rest you merry, gentlemen, let NOTHING you dismay.
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WE’RE IN IT
TOGETHER
4 Also in the Christmas
issue, broadcasting stars
: ‘ ¢ # of the day offered their
RS n ’ . y 2 ; & festive messages
> ; \ A M . ‘ et to readers.
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12.0 noon FODEN'S MOTOR WORKS BAND
Conductor, Fred Mortimer
“oape Poem, COPIOMNUS. . ..oorrricameermmrrseneeeres Cyrd Jenkins
K viphone solos by W IHinaworth:
SOMIEIS . eeeovaeasemaamracnnsssesans e . Hlinsworth
B (O, - - - e n s e = 2SR e SRR e $tord
Poctrant of a Toy SRUTEL . . cvereurons saiicais pwmisoc ST s o e s s a2 Cenny
Solacrion, The Country Girlooe MVonckron and Talbot
12.20 p.m. THREE STORIES

Aleernon Blackwoeod returns to the microphone
A great writer of stories, especially of mystery stories, will be browd-
< sting three stories of his own today . Transition . *I'he Laughter
o Courage ', and * A Boy and his Bay Al three were published some
yours azo.  The author has spent a good deal of time on adapting
them tor radio

1.0 Time Signal, Greenwich: NEWS

1.10 AN ORCHESTRAL CONCERT

Conducted by Guy Warrack

Overture, The Vale of Love..oooiororciemenmmmemns oo Oscur Straus
Sute, Children’s Games—1 March, T'rumpet and Drum. 2 Beroeuse,

I'he Doll. 3 Impromptu, I'he Top. 4 Duo, Little Husband, Laittle

Wile. 5 Galop, The TURIL. s oo foie el e o o el e e T g Buzet
T T O Chabrier
1.35 ‘THE SOLDIER SINGS'

A programme of natonal and popular songs n CoONntemporiary sctrings,
devised and written by Dr Thomas Wood
The programme is I SIX 3Cees
1—The Spanish Armada | > The Civil War ; 3—"The Great Rebellion
4—Waterloo ; 3—the Crimea ; 6—1914-1913

RADIO TIMES, ISSUE DATED DECEMEBER 22

December 25

767 keys 3911 m and 668 keis 4491 m

‘I'he incidents used have been based on fact so lar as tact could be
established

I'he cast include‘s‘: Alan Howland, James McPhee, Francis Jde Wolif,
Rervl Laverick, Chitford Bean, Cameron Hall. How ard Murion -Crawlord,
Albert Ward

with the BBC Men's Chorus (Chorus master, Leshe W ydaare

M and the
RBC Mihtary Band, conducted by P8 G O Donnell

| Production by Felix Felton and Maunce Brown

The Soldier Sings® shows in their historical scttings some of the
st famous tunes in the history of the British nation, trom Lord
Willoughby . which was sunz when Queen  Eliznbeth revicwed her
troops before the Armada, 0 the songs sung i a Dovisional concert-
party hut in France m the last war.
Today’s programme is a revised form o

f the programme originally
broadeast i May, 1938,

' et

H1S MAIJESTY

THE KING

will broadcast a message 10

the Empire this afternoon at

3.0 —following

THE EMPIRE’S GREETING

a reunton by radio of the peoples

of the Commonwealth (2.15-3.0)

e

AT THREE O'CLOCK
A MESSAGE TO THE EMPIRE FROM
HIS MAJESTY THE KING
following
2.15 THE EMPIRE'S GREETING

Christmas scenes and Christmas greetings between the peoples of
the Commonwealth

‘I'he peoples of the British Commonwealth are at war
of reunion by radio in *one ereat family’

Narrator, Howard Marshall

On this day
thev meet again in battle-dress

Producer. Launsnce Gilliam

Christmas with the Fforces.
I'he Roval Navy: The Dover Patrol
The Army: The British Expeditionary Foru:
‘I'he Roval Air Force: The Fighter Command

;
3
i

'~

KING’S SPEECH
The radio listings for
Christmas Day 1939,

including the address to
the British Empire at 3pm
by King George VI.
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REALITY ‘

BITES

September 1940 saw the
start of the Blitz and the
devastation of many British
cities. Here a number 88 bus
* _ liesin a bomb crater on
Batham High Streat in south
London after a raid on the

night of 14 October
1
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Arthur
Askey

is veing Big-Hearted in panto-
mme now. You will hear
him from the stage of the
Cmosamsas 100 ‘_“] Prince of Wales Thealre,

EEDIO‘%(TIMES Birmingham, on Wednesday

RATION

THE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPO!

{IRCORPORATING WORLD RADIO!

JOURNAL OF ASO THIS Wt

‘For Auld Lang Syne’

ROBERT ‘ - - A Scrapbook of Scrapbooks
:  DONAT I Will Fyife
SR B fram Somewhera in F-ance

Carl Brisson
in Mondey Night af Eight’

Rewurs of
Cafe Colette

‘Wings over Ruritania’

*Mother Gowse’
baen Bradiord

‘Dangerous Corner’
} 8 Puestivy s play

PAMMES rog

Star attractions

As the calendar turned to January
e 1940, Arthur Askey, Robert Donat
b= . and a range of sports were lined up
e o to entertain listeners. Look closer

——— 'y M®  at these covers and you'll also see
e appearances from Will Fyfte, Prime

Minister Neville Chamberlain, George

Formby and Mother Goose... -~
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hen war was declared, the BBC moved
its operations from Broadcasting House
in central Loncon to Wood Norton near
Evesham in Worcestershire. R3dio Times
followed suit. While t1e editor, Maurice
Gorham, remained at Broadcasting House, staff were
evacuated to the safety of the Waterlows print works

at Park Royal in north-west London.

Little did the BBC know that the Luftwaffe had earmarked
the site as a potential target. This was confirmed after the
war, when maps and photographs ident.fying Waterlows were
found at Luftwaffe headquarters in Beriir. The Germans
would have known all about the importance of the BBC to
the British wa- effort and to morale in tne event of war, and
the embassy staff in London would have explained the part
Radio Timss prayed in that. So while they couldn't c2omb the
BBC off the air, the Germans could cartainly try to deprive
the British pecple of a copy of Radio Times.

Production of she magazine became hazardous during
the Blitz, and Gorham was visiting the plant when German
bombers struck. He wrote, “We were nearly all of us in the
trench sheiters when Waterlows was bombed. Two of the
canteen staff viere not, and | had the experience | kad always
imagined and rever really expected — rumming out to give
a hand with the casualties and then returning to the shzalter
and going on passing the page proofs.”

—
. N L )

N —..;\_:.:?_~_
- \2‘.¢‘vﬁ=! e

, =
iy Ta—

- The Luftwaffe Stadtplan (far left) and German aerial
. photograph (below) showing Waterlows, the print works
PIt specially built for the production of Radic Times (left)

GRA2, B 29, N T1: Watelon's GeeBdinckerer i Park Koyal (Weot London)

Croddruebrrr dee Radto limes

It was on the Luftwaffe List

Th photograph, taken from German air force hies 1n Berlin, shows that the Watsrlow plani
on which the “Radio Tunes™ s produced, was scheduled for destruction, 11 was dama sed, hoat
only chghtly,

e ———————
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The recording unit with the B.E.F. in Ffance

is now presenting a regular Satu{day-
|

night despatch from the Waestern [Front.

|

Here is the unit in action with a hand microphone.

See the article by Richard Dimbleby (centre, above) on paLe 8.
|
|
|
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With the BBC at the Fron_t

From RICHARD DIMBLEBY and Co., whose regular weekly
despatches from France start tomorrow (Saturday) at 6.15

¢/o Directorate of Public Relations,
G.H.Q, BEF.

January, 1940.
DeaAr EDITOR,

OU asked us to write to you as soon as we
could, giving some idea of what we've been
doing here since we came out.

Well, we started in October by keeping a
careful record of our activities, but lately it seems
to have gone rather astray. However, our diaries,
such as they are, show that we've inflicted on
listeners about thirty special reports, one longer
programme (the Maginot Line), more than half
a dozen concerts or Variety shows, and a dozen
or so " special " items, mostly around Christmas.
Also we've been able to do some work with the
American and French radio, and we have
established a close liaison with the latter. In
most of our reports othcers and men themselves
have spoken ; we hope listeners will agree
that so far we have succeeded in acting as some
sort of a link between the Army here and its
families at home. That is the chief justification
for our presence here.

Taking the Records to Bed
Conditions here as a whole have been reason-
able, although recently the weather became
troublesome. We reached a stage when we
skidded wildly about on icy roads all day and
all night. Sarney, as engineer-in-chief, had to
share his bed with the discs to prevent their
freezing. Incidentally, if you hear any hissing
in our recorded reports, it isn’t us, but just a
record that’s been got at by Jack Frost in spite
of Sarney's self-sacrifice. Christmas Day was
the worst of all.

I don't think we told you anything of the
background of our Christmas broadcasts—how
the medical corps speakers in the ‘Empire
Greeting’ programme arrived thirty seconds
before they ZPoke, having given First Aid at
two road accidents on the way ; how the Deputy
Chaplain-General lost a wing and a bumper
before arriving at the service ; or, for that
matter, how half the competitors in the spelling
bee and Jack Payne and his band just didn’t
arrive at all.

Nor did you hear about
Dimbleby’s drive back from the
Maginot Line on Christmas Eve
after fixing the details of the
French troop concert there. It
seems to have rivalled Tschif-
fely's. It took hfteea and a half
hours, most of it sideways, and
ended here at our headquarters
at two o'clock on Christmas
morning.

What with one thing and
another, there were some bad
moments, but we managed to get
away with it all, and rewarded
ourselves with a day off.

However, we haven't been as
heroic as we expected. There's
been more discomfort than danger. We can
say for ourselves that we haven't missed
an opportunity of getting to the business
end of things. We have been near enough
to German soldiers to distinguish their features,
if that conveys anything to you, and we've
seen artillery and aircraft in action. Once
when we were in a French advance post some-
one in the other front line fired five rifle shots,
and we spent some time arguing whether he
was shooting at us. If so, he missed. But this
will seem very trivial to older campaigners than
ourselves.

We're glad to report that the faithful recording
car is still going strong in spite of a good many
vicissitudes, including a sudden meeting with a
French car and a wall at 50 m.p.h. Entente or
no, it was the Frenchman's fault. Nobody was
hurt, nor was the recording gear, but the car was
laid up for ten days, and we had to hire one and
bocrow another from our opposite numbers in
the French State Radio.

We made several resolutions for the new
year, but how many we can keep depends
naturally on general events. If possible, we shall
keep up the supply of reports for the news

An A.A. battery
‘ somewhere in
France' records
a programme for
listeners at home

REPORTS FROM FRANCE

This issue marked the launch of a weekly radio despatch from France by Richard
Dimbleby (centre, wearing an overcoat). He had been with the British Expeditionary
Force since October 1939 and wrote: “We hope listeners will agree that so far we have
succeeded in acting as some sort of a link between the Army here and its families

at home." He also noted in a breezy style an epic car journey through snow and ice,
“most of it sideways”, meeting troops and being shot at from the German front line.

RADIO*TIMES
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The BBC unit : (L. to R.) the recording car, Dimbleby, Sarney,
the conducting officer of the unit; and Howarth

bulletins, and in addition we are starting on
January 27 a weekly series of despatches which
will be broadcast on Saturdays from 6.15 to
6.30 p.m. In these we intend to deal with the
aspects of the Army's wark which need more
detailed description than one can fit into the
shorter news periods. There are the Army
Services, for example, which have not yet seen
much of the limelight, and there are many
picturesque units of the French army whose
work would interest British listeners.

More Concert Broadcasts

We shall arrange more Variety and concert
broadcasts direct from the zone, and we ho
to be able to give a chance to some of the
amateur talent here as well as to ENSA stars.
Howarth, who calls himself the maid-of-all-
work of the party (as indeed he is), has taken
unto himseli®the job of listening to concert
Parties in all parts of the British area, and we
intend to put our seven or eight best discoveries
into one really good troop broadcast.

All this rests on the assumption that ‘ the
situation * remains much as it is. If the balloon
goes up, our plans go with it. But we think
we have laid things on well enough—to use
an Army term—to keep some sort of channel
open to London for bare news reports, what-
ever happens. More than that we cannot say!

Yours sincerely,

R.F S

P.S.—Could you find a way of telling all the
people who have been sending us ‘ comforts *
for the Army that we're quite happy to pass
them on ? Sometimes when we get a day or two,
behind, our attic studio-cum-office looks like one
of those village shops that sell everything, but
we can assure people that everything goes to
someone who needs it.

One other thing: We should be glad to have
the comments, rude or otherwise, of anyone who

has time to write to us out here about our
programmes.
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now numbered, is no exception.

AN 'ITMA’' WHO'S WHO

All good things must come to an end, and 'ltma’, whose weekly Tuesdays are
So this is the time to take you behind the
scenes to meet the boys and girls who have made Funf and the Office of Twerps

a hilarious reality in millions of homes (we wish we had as many shillings)

TOMMY HANDLEY, chief funmaker in the
notorious Office of Twerps, was born in Liver-
pool. After leaving school, he entered a corn
merchant’s, where, so he says, he ‘learned to
flick corn with incredible accuracy at adjacent
office windows’. Here, t00, he probably picked
up some of his ideas for the running of the
‘ Itma’ office. Made his BBC début fifteen years
ago in a series of revues, and has been a top-
liner ever since.

Off-stage he is very much as he is in the
studio—full of staccato wisecracks, with a good
line in far-fetched puns, and an ability to keep
his face straight when those around are
convulsed.

When the war broke out Tommy was one of
the original members of the BBC's Bristol
expeditionary force and was the first BBC artist
to put over a wartime song hit— Who is this
man who looks like Charlie Chaplin?’, composed
by John Watt and Max Kester.

In private life a simple soul who likes nothing
better in his spare time than to stroll round
Clifton Zoo with a bag of jelly babies in one
pocket and a bag of nuts in the other. The
babies are for himself and the bag of nuts for
himself and the monkeys. Tommy likes bananas
too, and that’s why he can’t bear to see his
favourite animal fed—Alfred, dn out-size in
gorillas, gulps down forty of them at a sitting.

* * * *

VERA LENNOX plays the part of Ddtty, Tommy
Handley’s * Itma ’ secretary. The thing troubling
her at the moment is that she’s running out of
misnomers for Tommy—there’s a limit to the
variations on Mr. Handcuff, Mr. Handbasin,
Mr. Handbell, etc.

She began her stage career at the age of ten
in The Swineherd and the Princess, and has
since starred in almost everything, from Wode-
house farce to Shakespeare. The trouper tradi-
tion comes naturally to her. The show’s the
thing, whatever she feels like. A fortnight ago
she had such a bad cold that Dotty’s boo-hoos
were accompanied by a stream of tears.

As well as Dotty, Vera portrays in ‘Itma’
any exotic woman who may be in the script—
Helga Schwenk, the beautiful spy, for instance,
was her creation.

» » » *

JACK TRAIN, regularly plays three parts—
Fusspot, old Jollop, and, last but not least, the
fearful Funf. Funf first made his appearance
in the second ‘ Itma’ broadcast of the war. It
was a characteristic début.

Funf : This is Funf speaking.

Handley : Funf ? Funf ? Is that a name or a
rude expression ?

Funf : It is Funf, your favourite spy.

Funf was Worsley’s idea—the origin of the
character was recently described by ‘ The Broad-
casters ’ in the RADIO TIMES. The master-stroke
was also Worsley’s invention—to make Funf’s
sinister tones reverberate in a tumbler. Jack is
now so used to Funfing into a tumbler that he

32

can’t drink a glass of beer without blowing
bubbles—that's what Tommy Handley says,
anyway.

Apart from Fusspot and Jollop, Jack can twist
his voice about so much that he can impersonate
almost anybody he feels inclined to. He is slight,
dapper, lean, with dark hair that keeps its shiny
neatness until he gives an impersonation of
Hitler. Another thing that spoils his appearance
is his Lionel Barrymore imitation—all his suits
show signs of wear round the lapels, which he
clutches in true Barrymore fashion.

His first broadcast was from Plymouth in the
very early days of SPY. His act consisted of a
couple of songs and a tune on the banjolele.
‘You sang beautifully, Jack’, said a friend the
following morning, ‘but the fellow who
strummed the banjolele couldn’t play for nuts’

He has done quite,a lot of straight acting,
notably in Fourney's End in the West End and
on tour. Funf is his favourite part, however,
the only snag being that he finds it difficult not
to laugh. Listen carefully and you may hear a
snigger or two escape from the tumbler.

* * * *

MAURICE DENHAM plays Mrs. Tickle, Vodkin,
and Ferdinand, announcer of Radio Fakenburg.
In addition to the gquavering falsetto of the
glamorous Lola Tickle (studio audiences invari-
ably murmur in surprise: ‘ Well, I never! It’s
a man!’), Maurice can sing and specak tenor,
contralto, bass, soprano, and baritone.

His hair has retreated rather prematurely from
his forehead, making him look older than he is ;
actually, he is only just thirty.

Made his radio début in February, 1938. At
the outbreak of war he had well over a hundred
broadcasts to his credit. Additional appearances
since then must have sent his total up to the
250 mark. He has done everything in radio,
from being the Rabbit in ‘ Winnie the Pooh ’ and
reading stories in schools broadcasts, to playing
Reggie Neemo in all the ¢ Mr. and Mrs. Neemo’
sketches, and Gabby in Gulliver's Travels. He
also acted the baby for Arthur Askey’s foundling
in ‘ Band Waggon ’, so expertly that there were
several accusations of cruelty and dark talk about
reports to the N.S.P.C.C.

The role he likes best in ‘ Itma’ is helping
with the ‘effects’, particularly if it’s something
messy like water, but best of all he can supply
the cries of pigs and fowls.

* » » *

BILLY TERNENT has provided the music for
‘Itma’ ever since the outbreak of war. The
band started by doing an ordinary accompany-
ing job, and has now developed into an integral
part of the show—-they can put down their
instruments and do a cross-talk act with
Tommy Handley.

‘Itma’ has already got under the skin of the
band boys. They laugh as much as the audience,
which is very rare for a band, and altogether
behave rather peculiarly. Studio audiences,
unacquainted with the wild effects ‘ Itma’ has

on those taking part in it, look quite worried
when the boys give Red Imdian shrieks at the
end.of the broadcast.

Billy is the Beau Brummhell of the ‘Itma’
outfit—a lithe figure, faultlessly dressed, with
hair that looks like an adverfisement for Persico
Brilliantine. For more thag thirteen years he
has been attached to Jack Hylton. Despite travels
al! over the world in tours with Hylton, you can
still hear Billy’s native town in his speech—
Newcastle. ! .

No, he didn’t compose the ‘ Itma’ signature
tune. This catchy little njimber was put to-
ggther by Francis Worsley §nd Michael North.
The ‘ commercial ’ tune, which Sam Costa sings
to different words every feek in the Radio
Fakenburg ‘ spot’, is the wobk of a BBC Variety
producer, Leslie Bridgmont.

* * N *

THE CAVENDISH THREE are the young
}adlcs wk_lo, among othes things, introduce

Itma’ with the ‘ It’s That/|Man Again’ signa-
ture tune and make Tomfny Handley’s office
life difficult by acting as adxiliary secretaries to
Vera Lennox.

Two of them, Kay l:avcndish and Pat
Rignold, have dark brown hair, the third,
Dorothy Carless, is a blonde. All are tall and
attractive. | .

* * L
!

SAM COSTA is not on)r the vocalist, but
Lemuel, that ‘common |boy’ who worries
:I'ommy Handley with ‘I‘ivc, five, five’, etc.
‘Itma’ has turned him #nto an actor. The
common_boy’ act worries him. If it gets a
hold on him, he thinks, he fnight never again be
able to croon rhymes like ‘day’ and ‘say’
without turning them to| ‘dye’ and ‘sigh’.
T}venty—nmc-ycar-old Sam |does his funny stuff
with a 8usto worthy of a fed-nosed comic, vet
takes his singing seriously. | When he croons, he
plcads so realistically to th microphone that it
is said his wife becomes lealous. Comes of a
musical family that included Michael Costa, a
conductor well known round about the middle
of the nineteenth centu Apart from his
singing, he has held down jobs in first-class
dance bands on his mcri\i as a pianist.

* * *

TED KAVANAGH writes the scripts. You were
told all about him and the weekly ‘ Itma’ sit-
round, where the ideas arg hatched, in a Rapio
TimEes article by Harold |Rathbone two weeks
ago. * * *

FRANCIS WORSLEY, ngducer, is, in his own
words, ‘not really a praducer at all, but an
administrator ’. After comihg down from Oxford
in 1926, he went to the GJ Id Coast as an educa-
tion officer looking after 4 bush province about
the size of Wales, but waj invalided out of the
Civil Service eighteen mofths after. He joined
the BBC as a talks assistaht at Cardiff in 1928,
and had an interim of Jlooking after outside
broadcasts and being programme director of the
West Region before he was httached to the Variety
department a year ago. The thing that he’s most
proud of is that he hds played cricket for
Glamorgan on several sions.

When ‘Itma’ started four weeks before war
was declared—Tommy Handley had a floating
broadcasting station in thése days—Worsley had
a worrying time choosin} a title for the show.

It was very nearly christened MUG — the
Ministry of Universal Grdtification.

For a man who can create and enjoy slapstick
humour, Worsley has a}lgc serious streak in
his make-up. He can probe in a few words how
‘Itma’ follows the old itions of the morality
play and pantomime. Toinmy Handley is Noah,
VYodkin is Mrs. Noah, :td Funf is Beelzebub,
a power of evil made funhy.

The artists who work With him swear by him.

1



TOMMY’S TEAM

In January 1940, Radio Times
ravealed the faces behind It's
That Man Again (ITMA), the
famous radio comedy starring
Tommy Handley above). The
show was a highlight in the
war years and beyond. It ran
until 1949 and endec when
Handley died at the age of 56.

“™

*Mother's pride
and joy, Mrs.
Handley’s boy’

MEANWHILE
THE BAND
WILL PLAY . ..
and on the left is
Billy Ternent,
who conducts it,
and is an integral
part of the ‘ Itma’
outfit
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BEHIND THE SCENES: Each week’s ‘ Itma’ broadcast is thrashed out over the teacups by
(I.. to R.) Francis Worsley, Tommy Handley, Ted Kavanagh, Jack Train, and Maurice Denham

VOUS  POUVEZ
CRACHER! — Maurice
Denham puts his heart into

WHAT A COMMON
BOY!—Sam Costa, vocalist,
now adds to the weekly com-

plications as Iemuel, the blowing the pip-pip signal of
adenoidal office-boy Radio Fakenburg
WELL, ALL

RIGHT, ALL
RIGHT! — (Left)
Tommy with his
secretaries, Vera
Lennox, as Dortty,
(Oh, Mr. Hand-
cuff!), is seated,
and the Cavendish
Three are behind.

MOST IRREGU-
LLAR! — On the
right is Mrs. Tickle
(Maurice Denham)
herself, complete
with mop, doing
her best for one of
her eentlemen, in
this case Jack
T'rain, as Fusspot—
or Jollop—or both!

THIS IS FUNF SPEAK-
ING—and this is exactly
how Jack Train does it. Jack
is also, when necessary,
Funf’s Father and Funf’s
Grandfather!
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FOR THE
FORCES

This February edition
marked the start of
the BBC's For the
Forces schedule for
those serving in the
Navy, Army and Air
Force, which ran daily
for 12 hours a day
starting at 11.00am.
The new programmes
were aimed at squads
of “at least half-a-
dozen men grouped
round one
loudspeaker”, rather
than “a single listener
sitting in solitary
concentration by

FOR THE FORCES S RN e o e
R\ N =N\

The twelve-hour daily

programmes start this week

The service of special programmes
inlended for men of the Navy, Army,
and Air Force is being extended to
twelve hours daily, from 1t am. to
11 p.m. Full details -of all programmes
are now given in the RADIO TIMES
) side by side with details of the Home
Service programmes. Information about

the new service will be found on page 3.
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RADIO TIMES
FULL-TIME PROGRAMMES
FOR THE FORCES

URN to the programme pages this
week, and you will find a change. The
Home Service programmes have had to
uceze up to make room for a welcome
bedfellow in the shape of the programmes
intended for listeners in His Majesty’s
Forces, sailors, soldiers, and airmen on active
service both at home and abroad.

There have been programmes for the
Forces since January 7 from 6.0 p.m. on-
wards, and a summary of the items to be
broadcast on the extra wavelength during the
evening hours have duly appeared in the
Rapio TIMES. But with the inauguration this
Sunday, February 18, of a full twelve-hour
service, from 11.0 am. to 11.0 p.m,, the
items will now be printed in as full detail
as the Home Service programmes are.
Actually this arrangement, paradoxically
enough, allows more room not only for
complete details of each programme but for
more of those supplementary annotations
which have beef for over ten years a feature
of our programme pagcs.

When the evening programmes for the
Forces now being broadcast were first intro-
duced it was stated in the Rapio TIMES:
‘ This is an experiment. If it succeeds, the
BBC hopes soon to present the troops with
something much more complete in the way
of a daily programme.” Well, the experiment
has succeeded. Technical diffculties have
been overcome, and the requirements of
national security (still the first thing to be
considered) have not been infringed.

Meanwhile the BBC has been conducting
a systematic inquiry into what kind of pro-
grammes are most likely to satisfy those for
whom this service is intended. All kinds of
evidence has already been received from
officers and men of the Navy, Army, and
Air Force. And the first full-time pro-
grammes have been planned on the basis of
what they have had to say. You will prob-
ably recall that the Director-General of the
BBC has himself visited France to try to
ascertain at first hand the likes and dislikes
of the British Expeditionary Force and the
Royal Air Force in France in particular.
You will have heard his broadcast on
February 7. You will have learned of
his discovery that there seems to be the

prospect of as much difficulty in satisfying
all tastes in France as there has always
notoriously been in satisfying all the differ-

ent tastes of listeners at home.
* * * *

Nevertheless various general assumptions
have been made. One is that most active-
service listening will be group listening.

e —————
TIMES AND WAVELENGTHS

The full twelve-hour service of BBC pro-
grammes for ‘the Forces will be heard this
week on the following wavelengths:

11 am. to 6 pm. 373.1 m., 804 kc/s only

373.1 m., 804 kc/s
6 pm.to7 p'm‘{ 342.1 m., 877 ke/s
7 pm. to 11 p.m. 342.1 m., 877 kc/s only

NOTE—With the coming of British Summer
Time on February 25 the above times, though
not the wavelengths, will be slightly changed.
Details of the changes will be given in next
week’s Rap1o TiMEs.

e ——

That is to say, the picture that the pro-
gramme planners have in mind is of at least
half-a-dozen men grouped round one loud-
speaker rather than of a single listener sit-
ting in solitary concentration by his own
fireside. A sccond safe assumption, arising
out of the first, is that light programmes
will always be more acceptable, the kind of
programmes that do not suffer unduly by
interruption, either by conversation or by the
call of duty — indeed, the kind of pro-
grammes that may even be enhanced by
communal enjoyment and a running ex-
change of comment.

Thus the BBC offers to this special
audience of listeners plenty of Variety enter-
tainment, both from the studio and from
theatres ; of dance-band programmes (from
France as well as from Britain) ; of theatre-
organ broadcasts, both from St. George's
Hall and from cinemas where leaﬁng
artists play ; and outside broadcasts from
theatres of excerpts from musical shows and
revues.

There will be radio thrillers, community
singing, students’ songs, and all possible
kinds of sports broadcasts as they come
along. One particular sports broadcast of
special interest should awaken the eager

anticipation of the Canadian troops: this is
the recording for half-an-hour every Sunday
evening of a commentary from Canada on
the best of the previous day's ice hockey
games.

Talks will be few. They will include two

. weekly talks on sport, on Thursdays and

Saturdays, when well-known sportsmen will
be broadcasting. On Tuesdays that very
human speaker John Hilton will talk about
activities on the home front. Also on Tues-
days, every other week, there will be a fort-
nightly report, a kind of news-letter, from
the Navy and Air Force, to keep the
Army informed of what the other two
Services are doing and how they are faring.
Finally, there is ‘Close Up’, a feature
that will cover all news of the world of
entertainment.

In response to an already considerable
demand there will be simple and entertain-
ingly-devised lessons in French twice a week.

Each day's broadcast will open with a
summary of the programmes to be heard
during the day, and will close with a similar
summary for the following day.

* x x %

The point to emphasise about all these
plans is that they are still tentative and ex-
perimental. The BBC cannot, any more than
any other organisation, lay claims yet to
expert knowledge of what exactly constitutes
“the stuff to give the troops . Only the
troops themselves are able to reveal that.
Even the experience of entertainers twenty-
five years ago can be no guide to what the
new generation of sailors, soldiers, and air-
men prefers, a generation of civilian fighters
who have come to maturity in a world in
which the new popular arts of radio and
the films have helped to mould public taste
anew.

So the BBC awaits the verdict of the men
of the fighting forces, and it cordially invites
that verdict. Please, if you are a member of
His Majesty’s Forces, listen to the pro-
grammes, then write to the BBC with your
opinions, criticisms, and suggestions ; and
in this way there may be every hope that a
service which is now experimental shall be
quickly strengthened into one of proven
value.

InVltatlon to all who are serving with H.M. Forces at home, on the sea, or abroad: the BBC will be delighted to receive
letters from you with your opinions, criticisms, and suggestions in connection with the special programmes intended for your

entertainment.

It is anxious for your collaboration in making these programmes a real success.

Please write to the BBC.
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FORCE EDITIONS
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or t e BRITISH EXPEDITIONARY FORCE EDITION
troops DANIELS

is in the new Sunday show

With the British K HiGangl wih
Expeditionary VIC OLIVER
Force stationed in , and
France awaiting BEN LYON

action, in 1940
Radio Times began S
printing alternative
editions for the
BEF at a price e b -
of 1.50 francs. I
The covers
often featured  [Hatteiee J
photographs of
the glamorous
female stars of
the day like

Hi, Gang!'s
Bebe Daniels, S
Elizabeth Allan 5 s
and the original
Eliza Doolittle,
Wendy Hiller.
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v N
( Gracie )

( Fields )

is here again! On Tuesday you will

be able to hear her broadcasting from
the Paris Opera House in @ special all-

star, Anglo-French concert.

A X KX K *x K* K * K

GR.\('H{! Our Gracie ' She
can do anything with an audience. whether
they see her or only hear her.  She can make
vou split vour sides with laughter, then in a
moement she can bore through vour tunic to
tomch your most seatimental spot and