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Papers for The Radio and Electronic Engineer

NOTES FOR THE GUIDANCE OF AUTHORS*

Submitting the Paper

The Radio and Electronic Engineer publishes papers
describing original research and development in all
branches of electronic engineering, as well as critical
and interpretive surveys. Short contributions of up
to 2000 words in length dealing with device technology,
circuit techniques and experimental methods are also
welcomed.

If there is any doubt in an intending author’s mind
about the relevance of the subject to the Institution’s
Journal or on its manner of treatment, a synopsis (up
to 200-300 words) should be submitted beforehand.

All papers are sent to at least two referees who
report independently to the Committee. This process
usually takes from three to six weeks, and is hastened
if two or more copies of the manuscript are available,
together with copies of illustrations.

Practical Advice on Preparing a Paper

It is impossible to give advice which will answer all
the questions raised by an intending author but it may
be of some help to know that referees are asked to
comment specifically on the following:

Technical value and originality of content: Most
papers will be on original topics; however, in a
survey paper, technical value and originality of
approach are expected.

Readability and general literary style: The paper
should be written concisely but in normal English,
rather than in the terse language of an internal report.
Jargon, unnecessary contractions and proprietary
names should be avoided, and British Standard terms
used wherever these have been laid down.

Logicality of presentation: The development of
ideas in a paper should follow a logical pattern, and
the reader should be able to follow the argument
without having to refer to matter appearing later in
the paper. There are, however, occasions when
mathematical and other theoretical arguments (or
perhaps, in a theoretical paper, practical details) can
best be placed at the end of the paper in appendices.

* These notes are based on the Institution’s leaflet ‘Guidance
for Authors’, a copy of which will be sent on request to an
intending author.

Preparing the Manuscript

The manuscript should preferably be typewritten in
double spacing on one side of the paper only, with
generous margins.

In most cases it is preferable for mathematical
symbols and formulae to be written in by hand. A list
of symbols, identifying Greek letters by name is
helpful to the referees, the editor and the printer even
though it may not be included in the final paper.

Arrangement of the text of the paper should be
broadly as follows: title; summary; table of contents;
list of symbols; introduction; main text (divided into
sections and sub-sections); conclusions; acknowledg-
ments; references and/or bibliography; appendices;
list of captions. Other papers of a similar nature in the
Institution’s Journal show the form usually adopted.

The use of S.I. Units is customary in Journal
papers; if non-metric units have to be quoted (e.g.
dimensions or gauges of materials), metric equiva-
lents should be given in brackets.

Preparation of lllustrations

Illustrations should fulfil a definite purpose in
supporting the text. Line drawings are normally
preferred to photographs. A graph is often a clearer
way of presentation of results than is a table.

In preparing circuit and block diagrams, British
Standard symbols and recommendations should be
followed. Component values and references should be
given.

All diagrams should be on separate sheets detached
from the manuscript. Line drawings should preferably
be submitted in finished form, the probable size of the
illustration when printed being borne in mind; this
will in most cases be either column or double-column
width, and the drawing should be made two or three
times this size. Any lettering on original drawings
prepared in this way should be in pencil only.

Proofs and Reprints

Proofs of the text and illustrations are always sent
to an author for checking and approval. Fifty
reprints of a paper will be supplied free of charge on
publication; additional copies may be ordered when
returning the proofs.
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