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The first publicity blurb

1978 FT101ZD. This is entirely new
design which probably was number-
ed "101” for marketing purposes. It
is a single superhet and is basically
an economy version of the FT90]
from which it was presumably
developed. It is an excellent piece
of equipment. It is not the subject of
this article.

FTI1O1EE as FT10IE but speech processor
an optional extra. FTI01EX economy ver-
sion omitting speech processor 12 volt
power supply unit, microphone and fan.
160M, WWYV, and three 10 metre crystals
also omitted.
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The Best Buy?

The basic circuitry and perfor-
mance has not changed greatly
since the FT101 Mark 2, and price
and condition are the main con-
sideration when purchasing a se-
cond hand unit. Some Mark 1's have
been fitted with an official Yaesu up-
grade kit (new noise blanker fitted
on top of the VFO, new RF board,
new mixer/high frequency IF
module, plus extensive re-wiring
and modification of other boards)
and are more or less equivalent of a
Mark 2if the work has been correct-
ly done. A few models can be fitted
with an external speech processor
and with a few small mods, a Mark 2
or B which is in good condition can
be made to out perform an un-
modified FTIOIE.
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How The FT101 Works

The FTI10I uses a classic double
superhet arrangement with a crystal
controlled high frequency oscilla-
tor. This type of circuitry was used
by many rigs of it's era, such as the
TS510 and TS520 by Trio/Kenwood
and the FT560 and FT40l by Yaesu
to name but a few of dozens. The
simplified block diagram in Fig. 2
shows the FT]0] operating 15 metre
band, and using this example let us
follow the signal path through the
transmitter.

Speak into the microphone and
a few millivolts of audio are
amplified by PB1315 for application
to the balanced modulator circuitry
on board PB1184. The output of
PB1184 is a set of two sidebands
either side of a suppressed carrier at
a frequency just under or just over
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