
this! From a convenient spot on the
South Downs, stations in South
London, Kent and Surrey were
worked with ease, with the SB-2X
standing on the ground alongside me
and using its built in whip. Finally,
using an indoor 4 over 4 at my home
QTH I managed to work into South
Wales under flat conditions during a
recent contest, a distance of about 150
miles!

CW operation

It can be seen that the SB-2X is a
reasonably good rig for the SSB
operator; however, as with the MX -2,
it is not quite so convenient for CW. I
rather get the impression that, as with
many 'all mode' rigs, CW has been
included as an afterthought since,
whilst the performance is adequate, it
is rather inconvenient from an
operational point of view. For a start,
there is no convenient way of putting
the rig into transmit other than by
pressing the PTT button on the mic,
and one is thus left holding the mic in
one hand and the key in the other. It is
not even possible to wire a foot switch
to the socket on the back as explained

earlier. Then there is no side tone, and
the key must be removed in SSB
operation, so that it is necessary to
fumble round the back of the rig to
plug the key in when a CW contact is
required, and to remember to remove
it again afterwards. I am currently
devising a modification to provide
semi break-in CW and sidetone.

Conclusions

To sum up, the SB-2X is a well-
built, cheap two meter SSB rig,
offering an overall performance similar
to the more expensive multimode
portables. At £165 with all accessories
(but without NiCads) it is about £100
cheaper than the C58and FT290 and is
thus very good value for money. It
does not, of course, cover the whole
band, or offer you FM, memories,
scanning, etc., but it covers all the
frequencies of interest to the
SSB/CW operator, with the possible
exception of the satellite band. Even
this need not be a drawback, since an
operator who is not interested in CW
can replace the crystal that covers
144.0 to 144.2 with one covering 145.8
to 146; Mizuho do not market a

suitable crystal, but one could easily
be made by one of the crystal suppliers
who advertise in this magazine.
Furthermore, not everyone needs a
multimode rig; you may, like me,
already have a perfectly good FM
portable, or you may not be interested
in FM.

The SB-2X also has the advantage
that its simplicity will make it easy to
maintain and modify, avoiding
expensive and time-consuming
returns to the manufacturer, and that
simplicity should in any case improve
reliability, since there is less to go
wrong. In conclusion, the SB-2X is an
ideal rig for the person who wishes to
add low power two -metre SSB to
whatever facilities they already have.
I've enjoyed trying it out. See you on
.300.

As a special offer to HRT readers
only, Lowe Electronics will be selling
the SB-2X at the reduced price of

145, reduced from the list price of
165, for the month following the

publication of this issue of the
magazine.

Hay Lane.
Braintree,
Essex CM7 6ST

Telephone: (0376) 327117
Telex: 987911
24 -Hour Ansaphone Service

reatech LTD
lectronics
D,SRLAT a COMSTUN:CATiOu PRODUCTS

R.F. POWER TRANSISTORS NEW VALVES
ki.nY other typo* available Natignal. Vetian, Mullard, RCA, ITT...

2N3375 5.85 SD 1005 6.48 MRF 221 12.05 E8OCC 15.00 6AU6A 2.30
2N3553 1.50 SD 1006 100 MRF 231 9.36 6801 13.30 6AU5GA 4.25
2N3733 320 SD 1012FL 750 MRF 234 13.80 E88CC 450 6AW8A 205
2N3866 1.00 SD 1013 7.50 MRF 237 2.75 EISOF 8.00 688 210
2N3926 9.85 SD 1088 2300 MRF 238 12.60 EC91 8.65 68A8A 3.40
2N3927 11.02 SD 1089 25.64 MRF 239 15.00 ECC8I 1.19 6BH6 2.55
2N4416 0.76 SD 1098 32.82 MRF 240 18.55 ECC82 1.19 613079 3.45
2N4427 1.00 SD 1127 2.60 MRF 243 28.08 ECC83 1.19 68138A 3.50
2N4440 6.50 SD 1135 8.42 MRF 245 30.10 ECC88 2.30 6826 250
2N5016 072 SD 1136 11.80 MRF 247 34.00 ECC91 3.75 6CB6A 230
2N5090 16.80 SD 1143 050 MRF 260 5.00 ECH81 2.50 6CD6GA 4.65
2N5109 2.01 SD 1219 11.40 MRF 261 7.00 EF86 135 6CL6 340
2N5179 0.86 SD 1229FL 7.80 MRF 262 10.40 EL34 2.68 6CW4 6.85
2N5485 0.62 SD 1272 1020 MRF 264 11.00 EL84 1.00 6DK6 2.65
2N5486 0.66 SD 1272FL 10.20 MRF 314 25.06 KT77 6.80 6D05 550
2N5589 4.70 SD 1407 22.50 MRF 401 10.84 PC92 4.00 6D068 4.00
2N5590 6.85 SD 1410 19.68 MRF 406 11.83 PCF802 1.60 6EA8 2.50
2145591 8.90 SD 1412 27.18 NWT 421 31.57 PCL805 1.00 6131(6 2.46
2145635 5.20 SD 1416 30.00 MRF 422 35.52 PL509 4.75 6J4 4.20
2145636 9.70 SD 1418 26.22 MRF 449A 14.00 PL519 4.75 6J5 4.30
2N5637 11.25 SD 1428 23.00 MRF 450A 1140 PY500A 2.98 6J6A 4.90
2145641 5.35 SD 1429 13.98 MRF 453 13.30 00V02-6 6JB6A 4.05
2145642 7.90 SD 1444 3.00 MRF 454A 16.80 /6939 15.75 6JS6C 5.00
2145643 13.00 SD 1488 26.25 MRF 455 13.80 00V03-10 61(601 2.75
2145913 2.10 2SC730 3.84 MRF 460 15.78 /6360 9.50 6KD6 5.60
2145944 6.90 2SC1185 5.88 MRF 464 3157 00V03 -20A 6LQ6 6.00
2N5945 8.95 2SC1177 1014 MRF 472 2.50 /6252 6100 65N7GTB 2.75
2N5946 11.40 2SC1306 1.44 MRF 475 2.40 00V06.400 6080 11.00
2146080 5.10 2SC1307 2.34 MRF 476 171 /5894 4000 6146A 7.70
2N6081 6.75 2SC1678 1.44 MRF 477 10.70 OV03-12 61468 7.70
2148082 8.45 2SC1946A 18.54 MRF 515 2.70 /5763 580 61598 18.00
21443083 8.75 2SC1947 9.24 MRF 604 1.60 UCL 82 1.60 6201 6.30
2146084 11.70 2SC1970 2.76 MRF 607 220 2021 2.85 6360 6.00
2146094 5.00 2SC1971 7.50 MRF 629 4.10 3828 14.95 6550A 570
2N6095 690 2SC1972 10.32 MRF 648 26.24 4CX250B 37.10 8688 9.80
2N6098 8.40 2SC2237 15.00 MRF 648 35.14 4CX350A 6950 6689 12.24
2146097 13.30 2SC2538 102 MRF 901 258 5U4GB 250 68830 7.70

5670 340 6973 3.85

Normally stock items are shipped by return post. 5726 2.40 7360
4.05 7551

9.5057

5.90We can supply nearly ANY TYPE OF VALVE or RF POWER 5814A 350 7556 050TRANSISTOR - ring for quotation. . 5842 11.20 7591A 3.80
TERMS: Cash. Postal Order or Cheque with order 5965 3.25 7868 3.95

6AH6 4.75 811A 14.75
CREDIT: Accountsavailabis subiect to acorcned references 6AK5 155 812A 18.55

6AK6 200 813A 60.00
POSTAGE Acid Cl to order 6AN5 4.40 886A 15.00

8AN8A 3.20 872A 15.65
VAT: Al pricesamexcluiingVAT please addl5ribtoorder 6A05A 2.15 8298A 4.90

6AS6 010 8417 5.80
GUARANTEE AM goods brand new and to specification 6ASTG 6.45 931A 18.20

6AT6 1.35 12AY7 3.75
6AU5GT 4.50 1213Y7A 2.60

£1000.00
INSTANT
CREDIT
AVAILABLE

FOR AMATEUR, PMR
AND MARINE EQUIPMENT

Advice is free-
-please ring

for famous names
ICOM. FDK, AZDEN, DAVTREND,
STANDARD. WELZ, COMMUNIQUE.
ETC, ETC, HF, VHF AND UHF.
NEW AND SECOND HAND
SALTFORD (02217) 2402.
24 HOUR ANSWERING SERVICE.
CLOSED ALL DAY MONDAYS.

Staff:-, G3NXU, G3XOD. G8DPH

6 GOLF CLUB LANE, SALTFORD, BRISTOL BS18 3.42 A

BECOME A
RADIO AMATEUR

Train now for the Radio Amateur Licence
examination. No previous knowledge
needed, only a few hours per week of home
study for 3 to 6 months. Post coupon now
for details or tel. 0734 51515 (24 hr service)

British National Radio & Electronics School Reading, Berks. RG1 1BR

FREE brochure without obligation from:-
BritishNational Radio8cElectronics School I

READING, BERKS. RG1 1BR

Name

Address
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