
much about what goes on behind
closed doors, after all, it's what
matters in the end, the conclusion is
what really matters and affects us.

I cannot help but notice that
whenever Ian Abel's letters appear in
any of the magazines or journals, they
have a distinct apathetic and
completely anti-establishment air
about them. I think he delights in
trying to 'nit-pick' at any likely snippet
of potentially harmful publicity and
revels in blowing it up out of all
proportions to fan the flames of hi:
own contorted views. His comments
about the membership of the RSGB
falling - so what if they are? Why
should he be bothered? He isn't even
a member, and I for one think he
doesn't deserve ever to become one
again. I really suspect that support
for his ill fated Amateur Radio Novice
Licence Campaign is falling much more
rapidly.

As a footnote, I notice that he has
even tried to take some of the credit
for the draft proposal sent by the
RSGB Council to the DTI on the
subject of an Intermediate Amateur
Licence. My own thoughts are that if
everyone ignores Ian Abel, as well
they should he might just go away.

John Smith
Sir, I was interested to read in the

letter from Ian Abel (August issue)
that RSGB membership is falling. I say
this because in his report for the
financial year ending on 30th June
1984, the Society's Secretary stated
that there had been an increase of
6.73% compared with 5.13% during
the previous year, and also that this
increase was more than maintained
during the first few months of the
current financial year.

Since the figures for the current
year ending in two day's time will not
be published until nearer the end of
the year, many of us would like to
know what grounds Mr Abel has for
making such a remark. Has he some
'inside information' concerning some
sudden reversal of fortune? Is he
suggesting that the Society
deliberately issues false figures, or is
this just another case of "empty
vessels"?

I trust that your correspondent
and also the RSGB will be asked for
their further comments.

Denis O'Neill.

The above letters on the 'Open
Society' question were all received
before the September edition of HRT
was published, with the Opinion piece
'RSGB - an Open Society' from Geoff
Smith, G4AJJ. As a magazine, we do

not yet have enough undisputed
evidence to come to our own opinion
on this topic, so we see our role as to
give room to all sides of opinion.

CHEERS 'N' PERRIER?

Sir, Further to D B Slack's letter in the
August issue of HRT. May I suggest
that the first step in divorcing radio
from alcohol should be the phasing out
of "Cheers 'n' Beers"! I'm TT, and
most of my friends have learned to
wish me "Cheers 'n' Perrier" already.

Paul Thompson, G6 MEN.

Sir, What a shame Mr Slack, G3GFE,
is missing out on the good, clean,
booze -free Radio Club meetings that
are around. If only he were to look
further than the fantasies in his over
active imagination, he could well find
the majority of clubs are tee -total. I

am a lady operator whose club meets
in a school classroom and serves only
tea and coffee or hot chocolate to
young and old alike.

Mrs C J Critchley, G1 GUN.

No 'hic!' response needed!

Please address correspondence to.
Ham Radio Today.
1, Golden Square,
LONDON W1R 3AB.

WATE(i-S
DTANTON

ELECTRONICS
WELZ PUT "PEP" INTO VSWR METERS

SP220(SI 1.8 -200 mHz 21201200w 059.00
SP420131 140- 525mHz 44201200* £69.00

( V122131 1.8 -60 mHz 2020012kw £79.00
SP225101 1.8- 160mHz 51151150w £99.00
SP4251D1 140 -525mHz 51151150w £99.00

- gin* meter D = dual meter

For a long time its been impossible for the amateur to measure his pep output
without recourse to an oscilloscope which is not the cheapest of items these days.
This means that most SSB operators can never be sure exactly what power their rigs
are generating. In these days of high technology rigs, that seems somewhat tropic al.
Welz have changed all that. Their new range of meters will read either RMS or PEP
and yet the prices are incredibly cheap. The pep circuitry requires an external 12v DC
supply and this also powers LED's and the back lighted meters. A rather nice touch is
the' removable sensor at the rear so that the meter may be used several feet from
the coaxial line. A VSWR is really a once only purchase so don't accept second best
when for a very reasonable figure you can have the best.

SECONDHAND SAVER
Its getting pretty well known that we carry good Hooke of second-
hand equipment for the radio amateur. Very often equipment is no
more Mien a year old and all items are thoroughly tested and
realigned where necessary. We also give a 3 month warranty on
these Items so you really stand a chance of making a big saving
without the risk of buying privately. We don't publish lists Of
secondhand Items because our stocks are forever changing.
However If you want to check on our latest bargain s then give Mark
0111.1FU a call on the telephone 0010702)204986 and hell tell you
all the latest goodies he hes got.

Main agents for all leading
amateur equipment

APPROVED

TRIO
DEALER FDK

1

AUTHORISED

ICOM
DEALER

Serving amateurs and listeners
from London and the East of England

It really is amazing how many people invest large amounts of money in purchasing a
sophisticated transceiver and then use a low grade microphone with it. Let's be
honest, the microphones supplied with most rigs are O.K. but they are really not
capable of doing full justice to the transceivers. Experienced operators know this
and they will have probably invested money in a purpose -designed microphone.
Today's all purpose microphone is the Adonis AM303 and 503. Superbly built the
quality of these microphones will make you proud to be on the air. They will match
any impedance (without any change in frequency response) and have adjustable
output levels. They also have switched responses for SSB & FM. The smooth touch
ptt and latching controls make operating a joy and there are up/down frequency
control buttons for rigs fitted with this facility. The AM 503 has the addition of a
switchable audio compressor that gives that little bit of extra punch when required.
Finally, if you have more than one rig you can purchase additional plug-in mic. leads
that make for instant changeover from one rig to another.

CAN YOU BE PROUD OF

... YOUR SIGNAL?

ADONIS

UK LISTENERS
Just published this new frequency list Is a must for the serious
short wave listener. It provides a comprehensive Ilst of stations
throughout the HE spectrum Including Aircraft, Shipping, Military.
Embassy, etc. Details of models 4 SS8, CW, RTTY. etc are given
together with callsigns. In addition a complete Ilst of the worlds
major short wave broadcast sections are given together with fre-
quencies and time.. Much other information is also given and It
really Is a bargain. We are offering limited quantities at an offer
price of t4.1)11 + 60p p&p. So don't miss out. Send today.

£1000 instant credit
Details upon request

"The microphone
that makes your signal
head and shoulders
above the rest."

AM303G £39.95

AM503G £52.95

18/20 Main Rd, Hockley, Essex.
Tel: (0702) 206835-204965
12 North St, Hornchurch, Essex.
Tel: (04024) 44765
MON-SAT 9-5. E/C WEDNESDAY
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