
effort that goes into learning the
morse code it is not too surprising
that many take a rest from CW
when they first get licensed,
although the vast majority do
return to the mode later. In my case
it was an extreme case of laryngitis
which caused my return to the key,
after a few days continuous usage I
was hooked again. Over the years I
have found myself using the mode
far more than SSB and have found
that one thing that increases enjoy-
ment out of all recognition is fitting
a CW filter.

On the crowded HF bands listen-
ing to CW through an SSB filter can
be very tiresome as you try and sort
out which one of the signals you
are supposed to be listening to.
When I finally fitted a filter in my rig
I was staggered at the difference,
which was comforting as it cost
rather a lot, and invited some of the
locals around for a look. None of
them had ever heard a CW filter in
use before, but afterwards they all
went out and bought one for their
rigs too.

However, I recently listened to
a very modern synthesised
"miniature" transceiver, and was

rather disappointed with the CW
filter. Although the nose selectivity
was quite good, the skirt rejection
was rather poor which had the ef-
fect of only attenuating adjacent
signals somewhat, instead of
removing them altogether. It may
also be due to signals "sneaking
around" the filter because to its
small size and the very dense com-
ponent layout on the PCB. It would
seem advisable to listen before you
buy.

Audio CW filters are quite
popular, especially as they are far
cheaper than commercial crystal
CW filters. They suffer from the
slight drawback that all signals that
pass through the SSB filter can af-
fect the AGC response of the
receiver, even though most of them
will be inaudible through the AF
filter. This can cause some confus-
ing effects occasionally, but they
are still a very useful device.

And Finally . . .

That about winds up my mental
meanderings and hopefully one or
two readers might be spurred into

giving HF operating a more serious
attempt. The problem of radiating
RF from confined spaces are so
varied that it is unlikely that readers
will find specific solutions here, but
that was not the intention. What
was intended was to point out just
some of the ways that HF aerials
can be manipulated from their in-
tended shapes and yet still prove to
be effective. Once that has been
realised, it should be possible to re-
appraise the situation and put up an
aerial at virtually zero cost. That
way if it turns out not to be so hot
then no money has been lost, but
some experience has been gained.

There will undoubtedly be
those who disagree, possibly
strongly with some of my findings
or opinions on technical grounds,
but they represent what happed to
me in practice rather than any at-
tempt to refute existing texts. It all
comes down to the fact that no two
QTHs are ever the same, especially
where confined space is a problem,
and it is up to each individual to ex-
periment and find out what works
best for them. Given some patience
and a modicum of common sense
the results will be well worthwhile.
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£241 FOR 6 BANDS/INTERNAL ATU/DIGITAL DISPLAY
AND CASE

OUR LATEST TRANSCEIVER KIT setting new
standards in ORPperformance. The MICRON is a6 band
CW only 8/10W output rig covering 80.40,30, 20,15 610
metres (bottom 200kHz of each). A 0.25uV sensitivity
receiver with AGC, S Meter, very stable VFO with IRT.IW
AF o/p to speaker and 3 position LC filter  selectable
attenuator. Silent solid-state Rx/Tx switching with fast
semi break-in  sidetone. Fully variable RF power ci/p 
optional SWR metering.  12v required.

PLUS fully finished smart CUSTOM CASE and hardware
with UNIQUE facility for optional internal
TRANSMATCH ATU and Full Frequency DIGITAL
DISPLAY. The MICRON uses a high grade solder
masked/screen printed pcb with comprehensive instruc-
tions using a step-by-step assembly manual designed
for the relative newcomer. Mostly prewound coils and
minimal test equipment needed for alignment.

See review of the MICRON in the latest issue of
ISPRAT

PRICES: FULL KIT with all options including Case/
Hardware/ATU/Metering/Digital display at an all -in
£241. Or, 6 -band pcb kit complete at £145 or with case is
£182.50 and the options of INTERNAL ATU at £37, and
DISPLAY at £38.50.

QRP for under £40?
ONLY NEEDS *12v, SPEAKER  KEY/MIC TO BE
ON THE AIR'

FOR THE LESS AMBITIOUS. why not try our DSB80
kit? A 2W DSB or CW VFO controlled
TRANSCEIVER kit for either 80 or 160m at a

ridiculous £39.95 for a complete pcb kit - over 1000
sold to date! It has a very sensitive receiver and is
ideal for beginners. Punched aluminium CASE and
HARDWARE for the DSB80 at £25.95, and digital
display at £29.50 - all three kits for £85.00.

NEW, The MICRON MATCH ATU Kit, developed
from the MICRON ATU, with its own case, connec-
tors. etc. Suitable for SWL or ORP (15W) from 1.8
-30Mhz. With air spaced capacitors for only £39.95
inc.

2M FM UNDER £70?
We also make a popular 2M FM Tx /RX kit -6 channel
crystal control at 1W RF o/p. Receiver at £39.50 and
Tx at 04.50 ex crystals - both for £69.95.Optional
PLL VFO available at £38.50

OTHER KITS: DSB2 - enhanced version of the
DSB80 for any single band 160 - 15m, DSB/CW 2W*
at £69.50 basic kit. SPEECH PROCESSOR - very
popular kit at 04.65 to help get the DX! ALPHA - our
50W monoband SSB/CW Transceiver with case and
display at £179.95. - Available for 160m or 20m

Why not join the ranks of satisfied customers building our Projects? All of our kits come with copious instructions, all components,
pcb, wire, pots, etc, and many are designed for beginners. Our Products are used world wide and can help YOU get on the air. KITS are
sent in 7-10 days but please allow up to 28 days for popular items. All prices include VAT and Post. OVERSEAS - Europe use UKprices
and Rest of World UK + 5% for carriage, etc. CREDIT CARD orders can be left on our 24hr Answering Service. For our 40+ page

CATALOGUE please send 50p in stamps. Kit Debug service available.
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