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There are those people who say that to choose a hi-fi you have to understand the jargon and know all about power

ratings and performance figures. In our opinion, these people are talking rubbish. Because specifications don’t

tell you what a hi-fi actually sounds like. The only way to find this out is to listen. Go along
to any Linn dealer and you can compare our hi-fi with a selection of other good equipment.

You don’t have to be an expert. You'll find it very easy to hear the difference. To be honest,

the best system will stick out like a banana in a hi-fi ad. For more information write to

Linn Products Ltd, Floors Road, Eaglesham, Glasgow G76 OEP. Or telephone (041) 644 511l LINN

IT'S AS RELEVANT TO HI-FI AS TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS



Perspectives

32

THE MAGICAL
HISSTORY TOUR
Alvin Gold investigates the Dolby
S-Type noise reduction system and
auditions the first S-Type cassette

decks.
47
21ST CENTURY FOX
Barry Fox discusses the future of
DCC and looks at the BBC’s mar-
keting of its own Nicam stereo
system.

Amplifiers

CHOOSING AND USING
AMPLIFIERS
Paul Miller offers advice for those
of you looking to invest in a brand
new amplifier.

THE REVIEWS
Check out our full technical and
subjective reviews on 19 of the
latest amplifiers.

Paul Miller gets to grips with this lot
on page 53.

CONCLUSIONS,

BEST BUYS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS
Find out which amplifiers came out

best in this month’s reviews.

TECH TALK
Confused by the technical aspects
of our tests? Let Paul Miller talk
you through what was done and
what the results mean.

Dolby S-Type - how will it fare against
DCC and MD? Find out on page 32.

107

THE CHOICE DIRECTORY

At a glance information including
features, prices and comments on
all the current products that we've
tested in past issues of Hi-Fi Choice.

With well over a thousand
entries, it even includes the results
from this month’s amplifier tests.
Beware of cheap imitations, this is
the real thing, 30 pages of detailed
information including comments on
sound quality, compatibility and
value for money.

Choice Matters

COMING UP

Full details of next month’s issue.

CHOICE SUBSCRIPTIONS
Save money by subscribing, and
have your favourite hi-fi magazine
delivered to your door.

BACK ISSUES

Missed an issue of Choice, or want
to read a past review? Order your
back issues with this page.

READER OFFERS
Your chance to buy cables, inter-
connects, CD Xtracts and a whole
host of other system enhancing
goodies from Hi-Fi Choice’s mail
order department. We've also
collected together a fantastic
selection of audiophile recordings
from around the world.

PERSONAL MESSAGES
Paul Messenger has got hold of the
new Naim CD player. Is it enough
to convert our resident dyed in the
wool analogue addict?
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PRODUCTS |

Analogue

goes digital
It looks as though Meridian
has got a busy autumn ahead
of it with the launch of a
plethora of new products
including the 605 power
amplifier and a new high end
digital preamp. The preamp
will be called the 601 and is
expected to sell for around
£2,700.

The new preamp is quite a
departure for the Huntingdon
based company, being billed
as ‘a DSP-based no compro-
mise control unit intended to
replace audiophile preamps’.
Like the DAC equipped 603
preamp, the 601 comes as a
two box unit complete with
dot matrix display and
remote control unit, and is
finished in the now familiar
black anodising with a glass
front panel.

The preamp comes
complete with four electrical
digital inputs, two high speed
optical inputs and six ana-
logue inputs, including a
phono stage which uses
digital RIAA processing, the
signal being digitised by
means of the 601’s onboard A
to D convertor. The presence
of the convertor and the
digital RIAA stage owes a lot
to Meridian’s experience with
both the 607 analogue to
digital convertor as well as
the D6000 digital loudspeaker
system.

When it comes to turning
the numbers back into music
the 601 is no slouch either,
employing Philips’ latest Bit
Stream DAC 7 convertor.
Digital outputs are provided
in the form of twin electrical
and twin TOSLINKSs, a fixed
digital output, either proc-
essed or unprocessed is
provided for tape recording.
Analogue output is provided
in balanced form.

The DSP side of things is
covered by the user’s choice
of DSP modules and can
range from Kube-type EQ
functions, tailored to the KEF
107 for example, conventional
tone controls, tilt and filter
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Digital vinyl! Meridian's brand new 601 'high end' preamp includes digital RIAA equalisation.

controls and even a ten
octave digital graphic
equaliser.

Magic Mushrooms
Japanese cameras-to-photo-
copiers multinational Canon
is taking the bold step of
launching a luxury specialist
loudspeaker into what many
regard as the toughest and
most competitive market-
place in the world.
Scheduled to sell at £349
per pair (excluding stands),
the S-50 is utterly and
startlingly original in all

manner of respects, but the
crucial feature which distin-
guishes it from the herd is the
use of an acoustic lens to
generate a ‘wide imaging
stereo’ (WIS) effect.

Choice has mentioned
Canon’s WIS research project
several times over the past

| few years, and the S-50

represents the first fruit (with
a subwoofered S-70 expected
to follow before the end of
the year).

The idea is to control and

Radical chic and a wider
sweet spot from Canon hi-fi.

focus the lateral directivity of
the loudspeakers so as to
create a good stereo image
across a much wider area of
the room than is usually
possible with conventional
speakers - a feature that’s
particularly appropriate to
the current spread of stereo
sound TV.

The 5-50 is actually
designed and manufactured
here in Britain. Startlingly
attractive circular/spherical
styling from Alan Boothroyd
emphasises the differentness
of the design concept, as does
the cast metal and plastics
construction, the end result
bearing little resemblance to a

| loudspeaker. No less contro-

versially, a single tiny

| equalised driver is used to

cover the whole frequency
range. Full report, details
and analysis next month.

Monitors hatch

Monitor Audio, the lizard
king of metal dome loud-
speaker technology, has
completed its Studio series of
near high-end loudspeakers
with the birth of the Studio 20.
Like the 10 and 15 before it
the Studio 20 uses a 26mm
gold metal dome tweeter and
Monitor Audio’s newly
designed magnesium/alloy
120mm cone bass/midrange
driver. The latter uses a
ceramic coating on both sides
of the foil cone to create
stiffness and insulation.
Thermally coupled to the
aluminium voice coil, the



drive unit stays cool, and is
said to excel in the areas of
midrange clarity, power and
smoothness. The 81cm high
speaker has a claimed
frequency response of 30Hz
to 24kHz and an efficiency
rating of 88.5dB, with
recommended power han-
dling up to 200W. The Studio
20 is available in a range of
real wood veneers over an
MDF cabinet. The price is 5p
short of two grand.

Quart returns
Denon distributor Hayden
Labs has said adieu to
Sennheiser and is now
representing Quart head-
phones in the UK. Last
distributed over here in 1979,
Quart is a large German
headphone and loudspeaker
company whose cans found
favour in Choice’s reviews of
the time.

The range covers all but
the electrostatic end of the
headphone spectrum and all
models incorporate remov-
able ear cushions and
unremovable coiled cords.

Strange how cable removabil-

ity was supposed to be such
an asset in the Sennheiser
days. Hayden is offering a
three year guarantee on all
Quart ‘phones.

i Metal cones and domes take to the floor in MA's Studio 20.

Quart's Jecklinesque 85X cans are back courtesy of Hayden.

Metaxas
from Reference

Reference Imports has added
another high end brand to its
| prestigious entourage of

serious audio products. MAS
or Metaxas Audio Systems is
an Australian hi-fi company,
run not surprisingly by a
Greek. The Metaxas range
includes stainless steel

Gorgeous amplification from down under, Metaxas Audio Systems' Iraklis 50W power amp.

encased pre and power
amplifiers costing upwards of
£1,150 and electrostatic
loudspeakers that range in
price from £3,375 to a serious
£16,500 for the nigh on two
and a half metre high Revela-
tion.

The amp collection
consists of three transistor-
ised pre and power combina-
tions which are lavishly
constructed and incorporate
such things as balanced

| interfaces using phono plugs,

very short signal paths and

| high speed power supplies.

The relatively low output
power amps (50W - 150W)

| use multiple stage Darlington

configuration high speed
output transistors and
paralleled high speed diodes
in their power supplies. For
more info contact Reference
Imports on (0435) 868004.

A pot in a box
The passive preamp scene is
warming up, and a new
entrant to the great pot war is
Visage Audio of north
London. It is producing a
single input passive volume
control for use with a line
level source, which is called
the VA-1 and costs £190. This
seems a lot for what is
basically a volume knob but
the potentiometer in this
particular (extruded alu-
minium) box is none other
than a Penny and Giles rotary
stereo fader, a very fashion-
able name in pro audio and
high end circles.

Realising that not every-
one is dedicated to a single
source, Visage is planning a
multi input passive, but
decided to get the ball rolling
with the purist VA-1 to keep
the cost of state of the art
attenuation within reasonable
bounds. For more details call
Visage on (071) 431 2215.

More Aktivity

at Linn
Linn Products has launched
the Kaber Aktiv, a £992 active
crossover system for its
newly designed £998 Aktiv
Kaber loudspeaker. The DC
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Ubpdate

coupled crossover is dedi-
cated to the Kaber loudspeak-
ers and is a version of Linn’s
Isobarik active crossover - but
with ‘more efficient circuitry’
and the same power supply
used in the Kairn
preamplifier.

Both active and passive
versions of the Kaber speaker
have new drive units. The
tweeter now features a
ceramic coated dome and the
midrange unit has different

"magnet and suspension.
Damping and sound absorp-
tion have also received
attention from the Linn
engineers.

The passive Kaber now
costs £1,198; existing owners
can have their models
upgraded for £220. To
convert a passive Kaber to the
active version would require
an operation which Linn is
offering free.

Lucky winners

times three
In a spate of picking winners
from mailbags, we have the
winners of the last three
Choice competitions. Starting
somewhere back in the mists
of time, Richard Brown of
Ripon won the QED
Systemline kit. Shortly
afterwards Rakesh Patel of
Mersey won a complete
Acoustic Research system,
and Frank Carroll of London
E13 and N. Kyriazopoulos of
Welwyn Garden City both
won pairs of AKG head-

Hooray for JPW as it runs off with a Queen's Export award.

phones. And finally, bringing
us right up to date, Ron
Warrener of London SE18
won a pair of Celestion 7000
be-ribboned loudspeakers, K.
Batchelor of Croydon won a
pair of Celestion 5000
speakers and stands and
T.N.Clarke of Worthing won
a pair of Celestion 3000s and
stands. Well done lads and
better luck next time to the
rest of you that entered.

Overseas

speaker success
The only Queen’s Award for
Export Achievement won by
a hi-fi manufacturer this year
has gone to JPW Loudspeak-
ers, of Plymouth. Exports of
JPW Loudspeakers account
for 70 per cent of the factory’s
output; the company has

UK'd by a Japanese cartridge! Thorens' revised TD280/11 UK.
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markets in 30 countries
worldwide, and says its
markets are continuing to ‘
grow. At a time when many
manufacturers are gnashing
their teeth at the continuing
dearth of trade in the British
High Streets, JPW says all its
staff are on continuous
overtime to meet demand.
Success in the export markets
has enabled JPW to absorb
the recent two and half per
cent VAT increase in the UK,
resulting in an effective price
reduction for customers at
home.

7 for lucky

Celestion

The rash of new loudspeaker
systems continues with the
launch of the Celestion 7,
joining the 3 and 5 in the
bookshelf range.

The new £199 speaker
measures 47cm high and uses
a titanium dome tweeter and
(20.3cm) polyolefine bass
cone. Both drive units are
housed in a 27 litre infinite
baffle cabinet made of 15mm
high density particle
board,which is internally
reinforced with a full length
figure of eight brace. Internal
hard wiring, gold plated
speaker cable binding posts
and simple crossover filtering
promise high performance.

Several aspectof the design
are new, from the
polycarbonate bass unit
chassis, to the grille fixing

with rubber moulded sockets
for vibrational isolation.

The Celestion 7 offers a
claimed frequency response
of 52Hz to 20kHz (at -3dB)
and has a rated sensitivity of
87dB, with power handling of
up to 150W. Finish is in
simulated oak or black ash
veneers.

The new speaker further
enhances Celestion’s success-
ful range which has resulted
in an increase in operating
profit of some 170 per cent in
the last year. Turnover of the
company now stands at
£41.5M - 75 per cent of which
is generated by overseas

| trade.

A wolf in black vinyl cloth-
ing, the £199 Celestion 7.

TD280 gets UK’d

Thorens has upgraded its
budget TD280II deck to UK
status. The new TD280I11/ UK
retails at £189.90 and is fitted
with a Thorens arm and
Audio Technica’s AT-95E,
which normally retails for £19
and was once the basis of
Linn’s Basik cartridge.

The TP28ES arm has a user
friendly, friction free end of
side stop and lift device and a
removable headshell. The
deck is otherwise as before;
solid plinth with springy feet,
metal platter, belt drive, but
the old rubber mat has been
replaced with a felt one.



Hi-fi headphones

at personal cost

Audio Technica launches an
attack on the budget end of
the headphone market with
the release of the ATH-L1a
‘stereophone’. Priced £17.95
the ‘L1a is an open-backed
design which weighs only
103 grammes. Its lightness
makes it ideal for use with
personal stereos, though it is
also made with hi-fi (and
even studio) use in mind.
ATH-L1a is described as
highly efficient and able to
‘transform the sound quality
of a personal stereo’s limited
output’. It uses a lightweight
aluminium diaphragm and
copper clad aluminium wire
coil. Clarity and excellent
transient response are the
touted qualities of a design
which is nevertheless robust.

Stand to deliver

Marble isolation platforms
and a turntable stand are
being offered by Rack System
Products, of Wembley,
Middlesex. The £27 isolation
platforms are made of 20mm
thick green or black polished
marble and can be tailored to
fit any size of equipment
table, replacing the wooden
platform. The weight for a
standard example is eight
kilograms.

The turntable stand is an

Dali's Skyline 2000 ribbon and cone hybrids from Denmark.

ungainly-looking structure of
spiked marble base and top
platforms supported by
tubular steel pipes. Designed,
perhaps with appearance as
much as performance in
mind, the stand weighs a
hefty 17 kg and costs £75.

Lightweight and robust ATH-L1a cans from Audio Technica.

At present both items are
available direct from Rack
System Products: (081) 904
0163.

Dali delay

At long last Dali is launching
its stylish 1.6metre high
dipole loudspeaker in the
UK. First seen at last year’s
Penta show the Dali Skyline
2000 has taken nine months
to bring into full production.
It costs £1,399.

The speaker uses a 38cm

| moving coil bass driver, and
| one metre ribbon tweeter,

with two 11.5cm midrange
cone units in a sturdy (open)
MDF structure. The crossover
integrates the three way
system at 200Hz and 3kHz.
Bi-wiring is possible with the
two sets of gold plated
terminals and the finish is
black with aluminium side
cheeks.

The speaker is available
from CSE, Suite 4,1 -4
Haywra Crescent, Harrogate.
Tel: 0423 528537.

In Brief

The Cornflake Shop,
Windmill Street, London
W1, is holding a series of
musical evenings in July
and August covering
Rega, Roksan and Naim.
The latest equipment from
Rega will be demon-
strated on July 31st,
Roksan on August 7th and
Naim Audio on August
14th. Evenings commence
at 7pm and will last
around two and half
hours. Tickets/details:
(071) 631 0472.

Following the success of
its recording Poem, the
American Stereophile
magazine has released
Canadian pianist Robert
Silverman’s Intermezzo:
Works for Piano by Brahms.
The purist recording,
using all valve electronics
with no noise reduction is
available on double vinyl
or single polycarbonate
from Stereophile, price
£29.95 (including post):
PO Box 5529 Santa fe,
New Mexico 87502. USA.

Wlmslow Audio, of

Knutsford, Cheshire, is
importing and distribut-
ing Dynaudio loud-
speaker drive units in the
UK. The company is also
offering three types of
loudspeaker system in kit
form (prices from £345)
and cabinet tuning for
customers designing their
own speaker systems.

After a lengthy sojourn,
the northern cultural town
of Harrogate is once again
to accomodate an Audio
and Video Fair at The
Exhibition Centre over the
weekend Friday and
Saturday November 8th
this year.

Our apologies are due

to Marpaul hi-fi- distribu-
tors of Kammerzelt and
Mentmore. In our
Kammerzelt review (issue
94) we omitted a seven
from its telephone
number. The correct
number is (04747) 3098.

HI-FI CHOICE 7 AUGUST 1991






Pioneer’s new turntable 1s like no other REFERENCE
P@INT

v
It's five inches wide. Plays at up to 500 rpm. And

it's inside a compact disc player. | Called the

s vaer | Pro0NEET INtroduce a new way

Mechanism, it is the most radical change to the

compact disc player since it Of pl&}flng CompaCt dlSCS

was invented.| Unlike conventional players, which

spin the CD in mid that Can Only be deSCrled aS

air allowing it to vibrate, ours spins it on the

platter just like a record (remember them?). reVOIUtlonary
Not only does this help reduce vibration, it also

increases inertia to provide a much smoother

drive system free from any mechanical noise. The turntable .
Resulting in a more natural, lifelike sound.

Call Pioneer on Freephone 0800 300 340 and

we'll tell you where you can find your nearest

Reference Point Dealer.
And where you can

hear our latest Stable

Platter Mechanism. And what

price, you might ask, such a breakthrough in

Hi-Fi? | From around £250.| It must be a record. W) PIONEER

The Art of Entertainment



LOUDSPEAKERS ON TEST

Including the latest models from Acoustic
Research, Epos, Monitor Audio, NAD,
Wharfedale and many more.

PLUS . .. Full reviews on six of the latest
CD portables.

AND ... a FREE Choice Cuts opera
supplement.

AND, OF COURSE ... News, views, and
much, much more!

FF1ChG

SEPTEMBER ISSUE ON SALE
9th AUGUST
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Why don’t you
have your copy
of Hi Fi Choice, the
World’s No.1 guide to buying
Hi Fi, saved or delivered by
your newsagent every
month? That way you’ll be
sure to receive the most
comprehensive guide to
Hi Fi on a regular basis.

Just cut out the coupon below and
hand it to your local newsagent

0: e Newsagent please deliver/save* my copy of Hi Fi Choice

I-T The N 1 deliver/ e f Hi Fi Choi B
: each month until further notice. (*delete as appropriate) :
| |
| Name — 1
| |
| Address I
I |
| ~ — |
| |
| |
| |
| Signed I
S O S O e O e e S e e e e e e e |
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| Reference Point is a nationwide
network of independent hi-fi dealers
who have been carefully selected and
appointed by Pioneer because they
are the best in their field. | It is a
partnership to ensure that you, the
customer, can view the full range of
products together with an unparal-
leled level of service. | Visit any one
of the Reference Point dealers listed

below to see what we mean.|

AVON
Paul Roberts 31/33 Gloucester Road Bristol 0272 429370
Paul Roberts 203 Milton Road Weston Super Mare 0934 414423
Radford Hi-Fi

52/54 Gloucester Road Bishopston Bristol 0272 428247

BEDFORDSHIRE
Hypertec 66/68 St Loyes Street Bedford 0234 325066
BERKSHIRE
B&B Hi-Fi 18 Kings Street Maidenhead 0628 73420
Frasers Hi-Fi & Video 4 Park Street Slough 0753 20244

Frasers Hi-Fi & Video 9 Peach Street Wokingham 0734 794998
B&B Hi-Fi 11/12 Market Place Reading 0734 583730
B&B Hi-Fi 62 North Brook Street Newbury 0635 32474
B&B Hi-Fi The Pavilion Princess Square Bracknell 0344 424556

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE
B&B Hi-Fi 4 Priory Road High Wycombe 0494 35910
CAMBRIDGESHIRE
University Audio 1/2 Peas Hill Cambridge 0223 354237
Cambndge Hi-Fi 1 Hawthorn Way Cambrnidge 0223 67773
Hi-Fi People 42 Cowgate Peterborough 0733 41755

CHESHIRE
Car & Home Stereo 42 Sunderland Street Macclesfield 0625 32707

Cobalt Hi-Fi Centre 106 Bnidge Street Warrington 0925 36215
Tomorrow Studios 30 Northgate Street Chester 0244 320414
Hamlets 44 High Street Cheadle Stockport 061 428 5278/6367
Hamlets 65/69 Princess Street Stockport 061 476 3500

CLEVELAND

Gilson Audio 172 Borough Road Middlesbrough 0642 248793
CORNWALL

Truro Hi-Fi 25 King Street Truro 0872 79809
CUMBRIA

Kenneth Gardner 70 Oalton Road Barrow in Furness 0229 820308
Peter Tyson 6 Abbey Street Carlisle 0228 46756
DERBYSHIRE
Active Audio 12 & 16 Osmaston Road The Spot Oerby 0332 380385
Stuart Westmoreland Ltd 2C Albert Street Oerby 0332 367546
F L Smith Electrical 26/28 Bridge Place Worksop 0909 479770
Roy Smith Electrical 12 Cavendish Street Chesterfield 0246 234953

OEVDN

Bernard Smith 107 High Street Barnstaple 0271 43503
Upton Electronics 31 Torquay Road Paignton 0803 551329
Radford Hi-Fi 107 Cornwall Street Plymouth 0752 22601

Radford Hi-Fi 28 Cowick Street St Thomas Exeter 0392 218895
DORSET

Movement Audio 588 Ashley Road Parkstone Poole 0202 730865

Movement Audio

926 Wimbourne Road Moordown Bournemouth
ESSEX

Peter Foulkes 122 High Street Colchester 0206 767428

Chew & Osborne 148 High Street Epping 0378 74242

Waters & Stanton 18/20 Main Road Hockley 0702 206835/204965

Waters & Stanton 12 North Street Hornchurch 04024 44765

Chew & Osborne 26 King Street Saffron Walden 0799 23728

KA Cheeseman Sir Isaacs Walk Colchester 0206 46808

Peter Foulkes 104 High Street Maldon 0621853148

Woolfmans

Upper Mall Eastgate Shopping Centre Basildon

ACL Radio Services 1 North Mall Grays

Peter Foulkes 20 Exchange Way Chelmsford

AV Tech 76 liford Lane liford

GLOUCESTERSHIRE
Hutchinsons 295A High Street Cheltenham

0202 529988

0268 285922
0375 374666
0245 491479
081 553 2587/8

0242 573012

GREATER MANCHESTER
Hamlets Unit 32 Stareleigh Way Ashton-under-Lyme 061 343 5127
R N Cleartone 54 Bridge Street Manchester 061 835 1156

HAMPSHIRE
Bryants Hi-Fi 81 High Street Aldershot
Sinclair Youngs 9/11 Church Street Basingstoke
Now That's Hi-Fi 24 Arundel Way Portsmouth
Southampton Hi-Fi Centre
37 Bedford Place Southampton
R Upfields
6 Locks Heath Centre Locks Heath Southampton
Now That's Hi-Fi 174 Fratton Road Portsmouth
Cristavision
7 Thackery Mall Fareham Shopping Centre Fareham

HERTFORDSHIRE
Hypertec 6 Bancroft Hitchin

0252 20728
0256 28623
0705 811230

0703 228434

0489 885122
0705 811230

0462 452248
Staks 4 Park Place Stevenage 0438 318218
Chew & Osborne 70 South Street Bishop's Stortford 0279 56401
Herts Hi-Fi 93A/93B High Street Hoddesdon 0992 44172

Hi-Way Hi-Fi Lid
Unit 58 Marlowes Shopping Centre Hemel Hempstead 0442 235755
Radiolux 108 The Parade High Street Watford 0923 229734

HUMBERSIDE
Superfi 4 Oock Street Hull

ISLE OF WIGHT
Russells 40 Upper St James Street Newport
JERSEY
Fotosound (Jersey) Ltd 5 Charing Cross St Helier 0534 59990
KENT
Kimberley Hi-Fi 193 Broadway Bexleyheath 081304 3272
Panatec Sound & Vision 838 High Street Gillingham 0634 573141

0482 24051

0983 523864

VJ Hi-Fi 29 Guildhall Street Folkestone 0303 56860
VJ Hi-Fi 119 High Street Margate 0303 56860
LANCASHIRE
Cleartone 235 Blackburn Road Bolton 0204 31423
Wigan Hi-Fi Centre 13 Centre Arcade Wigan 0942 37977

Romers Hi-Fi Lid

94/96 High Street Rishton Blackburn 0254 886382

Kenneth Gardner 30/32 New Street Lancaster 0524 64328
Norman Audio Ltd 216 Church Street Blackpool 0258 295661
Norman Audio Ltd 131 Friargate Preston 0772 53067

LEICESTERSHIRE
Mays Hi-Fi 27 Church Gate Leicester
Stuart Westmoreland Ltd 2 High Street Oakham

Stuart Westmoreland Ltd
9/10 Cheapside Melton Mowbray 0664 411511

Parker High Fidelity 49 Baxter Gate Loughborough 0509 269888
LINCOLNSHIRE
Superfi 271A High Street Lincoln
LONDON
Covent Garden Records 84 Charing Cross Road
Kamla Electronics 251 Tottenham Court Road
Hi Way Hi-Fi 315 Edgware Road

Hi Spek Electronics
344/346 Regents Park Road Finchley Central 081 349 1166

Light & Sound 166 High Street North East Ham 081 472 1373
Babber Electronics 158 Uxbridge Road West Ealing 081 579 6315
Spatial Audio 29 Tottenham Court Road 071 637 8702
Myers Audio 6 Central Parade Hoe Street 081 520 7277
Stereo Regent Street 245 Regent Street 071 491 7922
Brians Hi-Fi 19 Tottenham Court Road 071 631 1109
The Studio 133 Tottenham Lane N8
MERSEYSIDE
Beaver Hi-Fi 20-22 Whitechapel Liverpool
Tisdalls 76 Tulketh Street Southport
MIDDLESEX
Heathrow Hi-Fi Ltd 90 Staines Road Hounslow
Musical Images Ltd 45 High Street Hounslow
NORFOLK
Martins Hi-Fi 85/87 Ber Street Norwich
Adcock & Sons Ltd 30/34 High Street Watton
Martins Hi-Fi 5 High Street King's Lynn
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE
HG Rapkin 11 Kettering Road Northampton
NOTTINGHAMSHIRE
Forum Hi-Fi 600 Mansfield Road Nottingham
Superfi 15 Market Street Nottingham
Parker High Fidelity 70 Long Row Nottingham
F L Smith Electrical 4 Regent Street Mansfield
OXFORDSHIRE
Witney Audio Centre 28 High Street Witney
Sound ‘n" Vision 5 Crown Walk Bicester

0533 625625
0572 755600

0522 520265

071 378 7421
071323 2147
071 723 5251

051709 9898
0704 531500

081 572 1135
081 570 7512

0603 627010
0953 881248
0553 761683

0604 37515

0602 622150
0602 412137
0602 476377
0623 655684

0993 702414
0869 246481

SOMERSET
Telefringe 2/3 King Street Frome
Paul Roberts 32 North Street Taunton
STAFFORDSHIRE
Active Audio 29 Market Street Tamworth
Active Audio 95 Stafford Street Hanley

STOKE ON TRENT
Purkiss Hi-Fi 51/53 Piccadilly Hanley

SUFFOLK
Peter Watts 1B St John's Street Bury St Edmunds 0284 703045
System Sound 91 North Street Sudbury 0787 72348
SURREY
Cosmic 244/256 Station Road Addlestone 0932 854522/851753
Tru-Fi 10 Church Street Leatherhead 0372 378780
Tru-Fi 2 Central Parade Redhill 0737 766128
Audiolite Ltd 127 Parchmore Road Thornton Heath 081 653 2261

SUSSEX EAST

0373 62598
0823 270000

0827 53355
0782 214994

0782 265010

Smythe & Barrie 31 Langney Road Eastbourne 0323 29192
Sunderland Electronics
52 Norfolk Square Western Road Brighton 0273 774113

SUSSEX WEST
Sussex Audio 163/165 Church Road Burgess Hill 0444 242 336
Sunderland Electronics
43 Broadwater Street West Worthing
Cristavision 60 East Street Chichester

TYNE AND WEAR

0903 201187
0243 775444

Bill Hutchinson Ltd
87A Clayton Street Newcastle-upon-Tyne

WARWICKSHIRE
Carvells of Rugby Ltd 3/7 Bank Street Rugby

WEST MIDLANDS
Bridge Hi-Fi Tudor House Bridge Street Walsall 0922 640456
Naam Hi-Fi Vision 122/123 New Street Birmingham 021 633 4944
Superfi 67 Smallbrook Queensway Birmingham 021 631 2675
Coventry Hi-Fi Church Lane Walsgrave Road Coventry 0203 440529
Naam Hi-Fi Vision Lower Precinct Coventry 0203 632086
Universal Electronics 49 Victoria Street Wolverhampton 0902 23741

WILTSHIRE

091230 3600

0788 541341

In-Phase Audio

21/23 Fanngdon Road Swindon

PR Sounds 58 Castle Street Trowbndge
WORCESTERSHIRE

Oavid Waring Cameras & Hi-Fi

Marmion House High Street Worcester

YORKSHIRE NORTH
Vickers Hi-Fi 24 Gillygate York

YORKSHIRE SOUTH
Superfi 1 Rockingham Gate Sheffield

YORKSHIRE WEST
Amrik Electronics Co Ltd 57 Otley Road Leeds
Superfi 7 King Edward Street Leeds

Amrik Electronics Co Ltd
57/59 North Parade Bradford
Eric Wiley 64/85 Beancroft Road Castleford

0793 520948/526393
0226 777799

09056 27551

0904 629658

0242 723768

0632 752285
0532 448075

0274 722530
0977 553066

NORTHERN IRELAND
CD-DOWN
Hi-Fi Experience 47/49 Fountain Street Belfast 0232 238495
LRG Sound & Vision 171 Albertbndge Road Belfast 0232 451381
CO-ANTRIM
LRG Sound & Vision 120-122 Main Street Larne
Nicholl Bros 13/19 Church Street Ballymena

0574 72757
0266 49616
SCOTLAND

GRAMPIAN
Autosonic 168 Holburn Street Aberdeen

MID LOTHIAN

0224 573777

Bill Hutchinson Ltd
43 South Clerk Street Edinburgh

STRATHCLYDE
Bill Hutchinson Ltd 43 Hope Street Glasgow

TAYSIDE
Robert Ritchie 102/106 Murray Street Montrose

031 667 2877

041248 2857

0674 73765

WALES

CLWYD
Owens Colwyn Centre Colwyn Bay 0492 530982

Lloyds TV, Video & Hi-Fi 30 Lord Street Wrexham 0978 364168
GLAMORGAN

Tele Electrical Services
9 The Brackla Street Centre Bndgend

GWENT
Hi-Fi Western Ltd 52 Cambnan Road Newport

GWYNEDD
Owens The Mall Wellfield Shopping Centre Bangor 0248 362951

) PIONEER

The Art of Entertainment

0656 654156

0633 262790



Swim and gym sounds

While audiophiles may dream of a purist hi-fi system, multi-room set-ups are rapidly
gaining popularity. This month we sent Dan Houston off to check out an Audio Access
system designed to provide sound wherever it may be required.

elcome to a house in central

London which has been en-
tirely wired for sound - even the outdoor
pool. While not essentially purist, this hi-
fi system nevertheless caters admirably
for the owner’s tastes delivering a combi-
nation of audio and video sources to the
living rooms and bedrooms. The house is
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situated on one of the most famous
‘estates’ outside Westminster, and has
been converted from four to three bed-
rooms to provide sumptuous
accomodation for the owner and guests.
It is especially rare in having a large se-
cluded garden - now equipped with a
swimming pool and tennis court.

Internally it has been extensively re-
decorated by the London interior design-
ers DIN associates, with modern
furnishings and materials blending into
the original Victorian features.

The redecorating work was begun at
the end of 1989 and finished by Novem-
ber last year. By all accounts it was a



mammoth task, with new staircases and
flooring throughout, and a new front en-
trance - not to mention such finishing
touches as araised ceiling in the basement

7 ’

Coming over

The installation of the sound system is no
less impressive and reflects what can be
achieved with the marriage of modern
zoning equipment and hi-fi components.
This type of system has been available in
the States, where it was pioneered, for
several years, but is lesscommoninreces-
sive Britain. Indeed the installation here
uses American Audio Access equipment
which is one of the most flexible of its
type. The system is fully remote control-
lable from any of the rooms, a central

Aspirations

The front end
of the system
is housed in
the 'Den’. A
Sony 10 disc
CD player
gives the
facility to play
over 12 hours
of uninter-
rupted music
while tape and
vinyl are also
catered for in
the shape of a
Rega turntable
and Yamaha
cassette deck.
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..the music it makes has an uncluttered and
genumely inpretentious feel that cannot fail

to communicate.”

“All this plus good bulﬁ Cguality and sensible
~ features at a realistic pnce:make up
the necessary 1ngredlents for aaBest Buy

‘ KENWOOD  oremeo mreamaren ammuren kasom

’ POWER
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WE WERE GOING TO WRITE AN AD.
THE REVIEWERS BEAT US TOIT.




equipment ‘stack’ being used to feed
sound to wherever it is required in the
house.

Heard but not seen

Many of the homegrown’ multi-room
systems,such asthose by Meridian, Revox
or Bang and Olufsen, require use of that
company’s equipment throughout the
installation. But the main advantage of
the Audio Access set up is that individual
source components, amplifiers and loud-
speakers can be rigged, allowing for dif-
fering qualities of sound reproduction
according to taste and budget.

DIN Associates hired The Cornflake
Shop to equip this installation as it had a
proven record as a supplier of both purist
hi-fi and through-the-house systems. An
important point,according to Steve Moore
of TCS, was being able to run cabling
while the redecorating work was in
progress.

All loudspeaker and control panel ca-
bling is hidden behind the plasterwork
with just satin chrome speaker terminal
sockets in evidence where conventional
speakers on stands are used. The uncon-
ventional speakers are all made by
Sonance,another Americanspecialist,and
are flush fitted to ‘disappear’ into their
settings - heard but not seen. Over two
kilometres of cabling for the speakersand
relay systems went into the house.

A feature which will appeal to
audiophiles is that the audio system here
is run from its own electrical spur on the
fuse box, which reduces the likelihood of
any mains related interference.

Open to ideas

The owner, a businessman who runs a
successful fashion company, gave The
Cornflake Shop a more or less open brief
for the installation, after visiting the shop
to discuss the options and listen to some
of the components. Most of his existing
hi-fi equipment had to be discarded on
the basis of performance, but Steve Moore
was able toincorporate the owner’s seven
televisions and Loewe video cassette re-
corder.

On the ground floor, sound is piped to
the entrance hall and the two main rooms,
both of which look out onto the South
facing garden. Upstairs, the main bed-
room is equipped with ceiling speakers,
as is the Victorian bath and shower room.
The basement, kitchen and dining areas
have sound from ceiling mounted speak-
ers and music is also available in the gym
and pool areas.

With one source playing you can walk
around thishouseand hear it everywhere,
be it the sound of a television station,
vinyl, Compact Disc, tape or radio sta-
tion. Audio Access is certainly an apt
company name.

The guts of the system are housed on
the ground floor in a cosy room known as
the ‘Den’. The equipment sits on shelves
hidden by mirror doors behind a bar. The
specification reads like a shopping list,
with a Marantz CD94 CD player and

Aspirations

installed for an extension to the system
should it be needed at a later date. The
power amplifiers for these zones are all
sited below the main equipment stacks in
the cupboard. The four channel Yamaha
MX35s are the tried and tested work-
horses for this sort of installation and The
Cornflake Shop favours them for rooms
where sound quality is not necesarily
critical. In this setting they power the
ceiling mounted Sonance loudspeakers
in the breakfast room and gym, and up-

Even the pool has been provided with its own speakers, in this case Delta Dolphins.

alternative multi-disc Sony machine for
non-stop musicas the main sources,along
with a Rega turntable with a QED phono
amp, Rotel tuner and Yamaha cassette
deck. Then there are the pre and power
amplifiers for each zone, audio and video
sockets for each location and the infra red
control keypads.

Everything has been labelled by the
installers to assist the owner through the
learning curve of coping with the initial
complexities of the system. All the video
and audio sources are connected via the
Audio Access components, the three PX6
and PX4 preamplifiers controlling which
source signal is fed to each of the three
zones. These supply signals to the Den,
the drawing room, the dining room,
breakfast room, kitchen, outdoor pool,
gym, and the master bedroom and
bathroom.

Extra cabling and sockets have been

stairs in the bedroom and bathroom. The
dining area speakers (again ceiling
mounted Sonances) are powered by a
Rotel RB 850 while the Den’s sound comes
through an Onix power amp and Audio
Access ceiling loudspeakers.

The main speakers

The best sound from the system can be
enjoyed in the drawing room through a
pair of Monitor Audio 1200s loudspeak-
ersreinforced with some ceiling mounted
Sonance IVs all driven by a Bryston 2B
power amplifier. The back-up speakers
aren’t the best solution to a perfect stereo
experience but the spacious surroundings
madethemnecessary,accordingtoMoore.
Surprisingly perhaps, listening to the
system in here did not belie this. The
sound is as clear as the light that streamed
through the windows on a sunny after-
noon in May.
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"There is hardly anything in the world
that some man cannot make a little worse
and sell a little cheaper;

the people who consider price only

are this man's lawful prey."”

JOHN RUSKIN 1819 - 1900

Meridian Digital Audio Systems

MERIDIAN AUDIO

Meridian Audio Limited

13 Clifton Road, Huntingdon, Cambs PE18 7EJ
Telephone Huntingdon (0480) 434334
Fax (0480) 432948



The ceiling speakers have been set ata
relatively low volume level, which keeps
them very much in the background; one
feels as though one is listening to the
Monitor Audio loudspeakers and there is
certainly nokind of annoying ‘quad’ effect.
It is in cases like this that the dealer’s
experience with sound and with music
comes into the fore.

Iimagine that it is very easy to setup a
system like this and end up with a garish
sound that would probably be much
worse than carrying a ghetto blaster
around the house. But then hi-fi has al-
waysbeen a task of mixing and matching
componentry to achieve a synergistic re-
sult - hence the thriving independent
retailer.

All under control

There are two ways to control this system
wherever you are in the house. Audio
Access supplies a natty eight button wall-
mounted keypad, which gives the user
full control over the sources and amplifi-
cation as long as there is software in the
relevant front end.

With the keypad you can adjust vol-
ume for the zone, switch between the
sources - from one CD player to another
for example, and switch the programme
from one track to another or between
station presets on the tuner or television.
The limited number of buttons makes it
difficult for the novice, but after a few
minutes of instruction the logic is easy to
comprehend. The ‘up”and ‘down’ arrows,
for example, control the volume as well as
the programme (which is accessed by a
star key).

From the comfort of an armchair the
user can also control the system using an
Audio Access Unimote remote control
whichuses the Audio Access programme
to give the same functions. This can be
used in all the rooms which have been
fitted with infra red sensors or ‘repeaters’.
Not only does this save the build up of a
plethora of remote control units littering
the place, but it also only requires the
learning of one keypad’s operation - an
advantage not to be sniffed at!

A pleasant feature of this installation is
that the sound for the televisions, which
have the normal four terrestial channels,
along with satellite and video sources, is
run through the audio system; one can
listen to a TV programme in the drawing
room even though thereisn’ta TV in that
room. The higher quality of loudspeakers
used also enhances the sound of a video
source.

One of the challenging aspects of the
installation was to provide underwater
sound in the swimming pool - amust, one
presumes, for any party animal. The
Cornflake Shop used two pairs of British
made Delta Dolphin loudspeakers which
were set into the walls of the swimming
pool when it was dug out. The £300
speakers were originally developed for
synchronised swimming and are usually
suspended in water at the end of their
cable. For this more permanent installa-
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Even the smallest room is covered, and no, the towel isn’t stolen!

tion The Cornflake Shop made up some
waterproof 12inch pipes to create an air-
filled chamber for the full range drivers.
The watertight pipes give the speakers a
better bass characteristic and the finish is
the same quality as the Sonance flush
mounted speakers in the house. The sound
quality of these speakers is surprisingly
good according to Steve Moore, though
the Choice team didn’t have time to verify
his claim with a synchronous dip!

Tying it all together

The system here is one of the most com-
prehensive and flexible we have come
across; it doesn’t tie the installer or user to
any equipment other than preamplifi-
cation and zoning. It caters for both video
and audio sources in a logical and

Aspirations

straightforward way.

Our anonymous host testified to this,
saying that in terms of ease of use and
sound quality, he was very pleased with
the set up. It's not cheap to install some-
thing like this 