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VEORTEXREANM Treasures The

Imagine, if you will, standing in your
living room. You've read about DCC, but
words cannot fully describe what you are
hearing from your new Marantz DCC deck.

[t sounds like the original recording.
Clean and pure as mountain air. Beautifully
captured and perfectly reflected in the pure
blue waters of digital technology.

How, you may be asking, do we achieve
such a faithful sound from our new DD-92
and DD-82 DCC decks?

Could it be our 18-bit A/D converter.

Or our unique DAC-T7 bitstream converter -

also 18-bit. Perhaps it's the know-how
gained from our 40 year hi-fi heritage.
Let your ears be the judge.

See, hear, and feel the Marantz DCC
experience for yourself at your nearest
Marantz dealer.

Marantz DCC. Treasures the soul and

integrity of the original recording.

) L L0 LB LV A
PURE HIGH FIDELITY
Telephone: 0753 680868
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EDIT POINT

Driving up Standards

n our group test of 20 CD

players starting on page 56, we

saw fit to recommend no less

than 11 machines, many of
them budget or entry level players
at £200 or less.

The result is no fluke. Checking
back over two years” worth of
back numbers reveals that it’s an
established trend. Not only are
CD players getting better, they're
getting more affordable at the
same time.

True, there has never been a
shortage of
budget

e 4 D

machines
vying for the
attention of
those eager to
step on the
first rung of
the hi-fi
ladder. The
difference is
that the latest
entry level
players are
quality music
makers in a
way that
their rather
brash
sounding
forebears
could never
claim to be.

All of
which is
good news
for the music
lover on a tight budget, and we
are the first to applaud making
quality sound available to a wider
audience. But let’s not get carried
away with the thought that you
need spend no more than £200 to
buy the ultimate CD player. The
differences between a budget CD
player and one costing, say, £500
or even a £1000 may be narrow-
ing, but they are still there.

A decent demonstration in a
dealer’s listening room will
quickly reveal the marked
differences that still exist between
CD players, or any hi-fi equip-
ment come to that, at different
price points. As with all things in
life, you get what you pay for, and

Simon Davies
highlights good
value hudget CD
players and
watns of rogue
flealers.
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you cannot expect a £200 compo-
nent to put you in the midst of a
great musical performance in the
same way as one costing ten times
as much.

The trick is to search out a hi-fi
dealer who can help you to
recognise the different perform-
ance levels available, and settle on
the cost versus sound compromise
that best suits your individual
requirements. The hi-fi manufac-
turers have done their bit by
producing outstanding products
at every price point. Now it’s up
to the dealers to match their
customers’ needs to the equip-
ment available.

Good dealers have been doing
this for years, but there are still
rogues about. One of the worst
problems has to be the here today,
gone tomorrow operator who
claims to stock some of the best
names in the business in order to
attract custom, only to be sud-
denly ‘out of stock” or ‘waiting for
a delivery’ of said items. Such a
character couldn’t give a hoot
about catering for your listening
pleasure, but he’s only too happy
to take your money for inferior
alternatives or, worse, as a deposit
against the delivery of goods that
will never come.

We are constantly vetting the
dealers who advertise in the pages
of Choice , and we like to think
that every product advertised has
been obtained through the
manufacturer’s official channels.
But we don’t pretend to be
perfect, and we want your help to
ensure that only genuine dealers
are found advertising in Hi-Fi
Choice. It’s a campaign for higher
standards that we feel very
strongly about, and we are
looking for your input to police
the market to the benefit of
everyone.

So whether you're a first time
buyer, a committed enthusiast or
even working for a manufacturer,
let us know if you think an
advertiser in the pages of this
magazine is letting the side down.
In the search for the best hi-fi to

suit you we can only help if you're |

prepared to help us.
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CHOICE NEWS FROM AROUND THE WORLD

Get in the ( for KEF'S new speakers

Although one of the first UK
companies to jump on the THX
home cinema bandwagon, KEF has
proved sluggish in releasing THX
approved loudspeakers, compared
to British rival B&W. The complete
KEF/THX system is still some way
from completion, but its first THX
approved product is the Reference

Form an orderly Q;
KEF's new models
display their essen-
tially British pedigree.

AV-1 active subwoofer, which is

designed to work in conventional hi-

fi applications as well as home
cinema systems.

The AV-1 has a removable stereo
power amplifier to operate the two

250mm bass drivers and has the

ability to handle both balanced and

unbalanced signal inputs. The price is

yet to be fixed, but is expected to
be over £1,000.

KEF has also consolidated the
low end of its Uni-Q range of
loudspeakers by announcing three
new Q Series models for both the

audio and video markets. At £199,
the Q/0 is the cheapest speaker to

date to use KEF's proprietary Uni-Q
driver technology, featuring a single
magnetically shielded ohm |60mm
LF/19mm HF drive unit assembly set
into a reflex loaded nine litre
bookshelf cabinet.

The same Uni-Q assembly is
fitted into the Q30 loudspeaker.
The £349 floorstanding reflex |7
litre design is said effectively to
double the maximum output of the
Q10 , while taking the bass down to
50Hz instead of 60Hz in the
bookshelf speaker.

Finally, the new 30 litre £499
Q50 adds a supplementary | 60mm
LF drive unit to the reflex loaded
design and includes a Linn Keilidh-
like front panel moulding and plinth.
@ (0622) 750 653

Micromega Tees off with new series

Having announced the end of
the Logic and Leader CD
players, French CD manufac-
turer Micromega has an-
nounced a new tray loading
range. A completely separate
family to the Microline and top
loading ranges, the new £1,200
T-drive transport and £800 T-
dac converter offer the
convenience of tray-loading
for those who would otherwise
not consider a top loading
Micromega player.

To get the best from tray-
loading, Micromega opted for
the new Philips CDM9 trans-
port, mounted on a compliant
suspension and separated
from the power supply within
the heavy, damped chassis.

4 Hi-Fi Choice November 1993

Micromega has always been
less than happy with tray-
loading in high-end machines.
Rather than compromise the
performance of the T Series,
however, Micromega used the
CDM9 as a platform to
develop new ideas, that could
also be used in the rest of the
range. This test-bed resulted
in the new Acutrans digital
output system, which is
claimed to eliminate jitter
from the transport. This,
combined with the fully
balanced 110 ohm AES/EBU
digital output, is said to raise
the performance of the
transport to Duo levels.

A scaled-down version of
the T series will be available

shortly, using the CDM12
mechanism and a less ad-
vanced variant of Acutrans.
No date or price has yet been
set for these products, but the
S-dac, looking very similar to
the earlier Micromega Duo BS,
was seen at The Hi-Fi Show.

Micromega’s top man
Daniel Schar has been quoted
as saying that the Acutrans
system and the AES/EBU
output are the most impor-
tant events in the company’s
history to date, and the two
systems are expected to
appear in all Micromega’s
products shortly. Both are also
expected to be retrofittable to
existing Micromega machines.
= 081-989 0692

Bryston returns

Canadian electronics manufac-
turer once again has distribu-
tion in the UK courtesy of The
Professional Monitor Com-
pany. Bryston makes a wide
range of transistor pre and
power amplifiers, active
crossovers and home theatre
electronics of the serious
variety.

Prices start at £546 for the
.4B preamp and £639 for the
2B-LP power amp and run to
£958 for the all new BP-20 line
preamp which features
balanced in and outputs.

The Pro Monitor Co. also
has a new bookshelf loud-
speaker. The £399 TBI is a two
way design incorporating
Transflex, a truncated trans-
mission line system.
= (0923) 249 219

Trichord has its finger on
the digital Pulsar

Still flushed from the success of its
breathed-on Pioneer A-400 amplifier
and modified CD players, Trichord
Research has announced the new
£995 Pulsar Series One D/A
converter. It uses a hybrid Burr Brown
PCM 69 chipset and can be switched
to either 18 or 20 bit mode.

In fact, almost everything on the
Pulsar is user switchable. Apart from
the bit rate of the chipset, the Pulsar
can be run in either jitter free or
synchronous mode, with dither on or
off, with or without phase inversion. It
is also possible to upgrade the
analogue power supply. It features just
a single coaxial and Toslink input, with
an optional AT&T optical connector,
although Trichord is planning a digital
switching unit in the near future.

The Pulsar can be used with any
CD transport, but Trichord advises that
only players and transports that have
been through its own modification
programme are used.

@ (059789) 688



Dial-a-disc MD recorder from JVE

Snapping at the heels of Sony and
Sharp, JVC introduced the XM-D |
portable MiniDisc recorder at The
(Ramada) Hi-Fi Show. About the
size of a Sony Walkman Pro, JVC's
first MD recorder is designed to be
used both as a portable machine,
and as a part of a home system, as it
uses JVC's proprietary Compu-Link
communication port.

Featuring all the usual MD
record and replay facilities, such as
ATRAC data compression, 10
second memory buffer, SCMS copy
protection and advanced track
handling facilities, the XM-D ['s
backlit LCD display is fitted onto a
pop-up panel and includes extensive
editing and character handling
facilities. Supplied with a standard
rechargeable battery and AC
adapter/charger, the XM-D | can
also be powered from a car battery,
with an optional adapter.

Central to the editing/titling
system is the ‘jog dial' that allows

The Systemdek Systym

Champion of the budget turntable
market Systemdek has broadened its
product base with the Systym range of
loudspeakers. Three two-way models
were on display at The Hi-Fi show, the
compact £280 93|, a medium size
bookshelf the £380 935 and the
floorstanding £780 939. They share
subtle but neat styling.

Wiaiting in the wings is a far more
radical floorstanding speaker with a
narrow bdffle and great looks. What
sets it apart is a 50mm dome
midrange/treble drive unit. Developed
by Systemdek it has a claimed
bandwidth of 150Hz to over 20kHz.
The whole speaker will probably cost
in the region of £1,500, but won't be
available until next year. @& (0294)

No it’s not a personal computer, it's JVC's entry in the MD stakes.

the user to cue exact edit points in
a more precise manner than with
conventional cue and review
buttons. The jog dial also doubles up
as a speedy character dial — ala
Dymo labelmakers — allowing up
to 32 characters per recording.

These characters include European
letters, to spell correctly names like
Bjork and M&torhead.

The price of the XM-D | has yet
to be fixed, but is expected to be
between £500-£1,000.

@ 081-450 3282

A firm Base to
Classic Music

Just missing last month's Table
Choice round-up of equipment
stands and tables, Audiophile
Fumniture is a new company
producing a range of innovative
baseboards and stands. The
£64.99 Base platform uses a high-
grade MDF top-board, together
with beams of Sorbothane backed
metal to the baseboard from its
surroundings.

The Base boards can then be
slotted into Audiophile Furniture’s
own stand, or else on any table or

shelf. The multi-tier Base stand is
strikingly stylish and its top board
allows for an anticipated tuneable
version of the baseboard, for
tumtables and CD players. A bigger
Base platform for larger compo-

nents is expected to be about £130.

Designed by an architect with
experience in the reduction of
structure transmitted vibration, Base
will be first seen underpinning Naim
Audio’s equipment at the BBC
Classic Music show.

@ (0342) 824 843

Kronos glows ahead with Arion

Northern Irish distributor,
Kronos, has announced a new
range of valve amplifiers,
under the banner of Arion
Acoustics. The first model in
the range will be a 25 watt
Class A line level integrated,
priced at £999, together with a
£1,150 version with a phono
stage, and a £850 power amp
variant.

Designed by the people
behind the British Audio Note
amplifiers and DACs, the new
amplifiers use high quality
components such as Audio
Note transformers,
Rhodenstein capacitors, and
heavily copper plated circuit
boards. The styling has also

The Arion is a new contender in
the integrated tube amp market.

been carefully thought out, by
John Choong of Frame Works
stands fame.

Also new from Kronos is
the £99.99 Titan mains filter.
This 1000V A unit is said to
help overcome the effects of
mains borne RFI.

Lastly, French manufac-
turer Audiomeca announced
its latest Kreatura CD player.
Little is known about this 12
kg one-box player as yet, but
the black metacrylate
Kreatura, designed by Pierre
Lurne, is said to feature a
heavily modified transport
mechanism and an 18-bit
converter.
= (08687) 48632

s

In Brief

Royd Audio has produced the £230
Minstrel, a new compact loudspeaker
which can be either floorstanding,
shelf or wall mounted. The Minstrel
has a reflex port on one side and can
be used virtually anywhere without
compromising bass performance.

@ (0952) 290 700

Spendor has revised its popular SP2/
2 speaker. The result is the 25 per
cent larger £769 SP2/3. This features a
200mm, doped polypropylene bass
driver and a 19mm soft dome
tweeter. Spendor is distributed in the
UK by Michael Stevens and Partners.
= 081-460 7299

T & R Industries has added a new
medium priced pre/power amplifier
combo to its range of electronics. The
£1,999 SPP| pairing comprises a line
preamp and 70W power amp.

= (0203) 419 605

Polaris Plus is a new stylus alignment
gauge that’s not only highly accurate
but easy to use, as it allows you to set
overhang and cartridge angle at a
single point. Anyone who has
struggled with two point protractors
will appreciate what a boon this is.
The Polaris Plus costs £2.

= (0902) 751 861

Posselt’s elegant Albatross loud-
speaker which measures six foot high
by 12 inches wide and incorporates
horn loading is available for £2,000 a
pair from Nottingham Analogue
Studio. @ (0773) 762 947

Chord Electronics Ltd has
announced the SPM 1600, a high-end
two channel power amplifier, designed
for bi-amping with built-in 250 watt
and 150 watt amplifiers. This is
complemented by the SPM 2000 six-
channel power amplifier for AV
systems and a CBE LS /2 subwoofer

for the new BBC mini monitor, the
LS5/12A. =& (0622) 764 874

Panasonic launched its portable
DCC player, the £399.95 RQ-DP7, by
presenting it to Sally Gunnell the
Olympic Gold medalist and world
record holder at 400m hurdles. The
RQ-DP7 plays for two and a half hours
with its built in rechargeable battery
and automatically adjusts for analogue
or digisel tapes. & 081-899 2200
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The Bose® Lifestyle® Music Systems

Finally, the simple beau

of music.

Lifelike sound.
Elegance. Simplicity.

Born from a new
system technology

“No visible speakers, no stack of components,
nothing that looks like sound equipment... Hit the
start button and suddenly the room fills with music
of exemplary clarity and fullness.”
Hans Fantel, The New York Times

Now you can get this revolutionary award
winning music system. Fill your home with |2,
the power and simple beauty of music -
instead of bulky, complicated equipment.

Listen to Stereo Everywhere® Speakers and enjoy
lifelike sound at any volume level. The system is
easier fo use than your telephone. With the radio
controlled handset you can operate the entire
system from anywhere in your home — upstairs,
downstairs, through walls, even from outside.
Choose the Bose Lifestyle® Music System that suits
you best — and let it grow with your demands.
Spend only minutes for a demonstration at your
Bose Dealer — and have music for a lifetime!

For full details on your nearest Bose dealer call

FREEPHONE BOSE 0800 317533

Better sound through research.

BOSE LIMITED, TRINITY TRADING ESTATE, SITTINGBOURNE, KENT ME10 2PD



Update

SME moves into D/A conversion

The analogue engineering
experts at SME have turned
their attention to the prob-
lems of turning bits into notes
and come up with a two box
D/A convertor that’s likely to
cost in the region of £6,000.
It has been designed
entirely according to the
principles of analogue elec-
tronics on the basis that a
digital datastream is a very
high frequency analogue
signal. To this end meticulous
attention has been given to
signal transportation, power
supply design and circuitry.
An unusual feature is its
ability to assign the output
signal to the digital input

More than just a number

Mark Levinson has taken the art of
comprehensive preamplifier design to
new levels with the £3,995 No.38
remote control, line preamp.

The No.38 is probably the most
versatile high-end preamp on the
market, it has remote operation for all
the major functions including volume
control in 0.1dB increments across the
‘normal’ listening range. It has a
surround sound processor mode for
home theatre applications, and an

LED display which can show twenty
alternative names for the six inputs.
The No.38 has a variety of
‘intelligent’ functions such as ramping
the volume up and down when
changing inputs, and input sensitivities
which can be adjusted to compensate
for variations in source outputs. It has
balanced in and outputs and a great
deal of attention has been paid to
switching paths, to the extent that all
unused inputs are switched out of
circuit to reduce induced noise.
= (0494) 441 736

signal, which means that it can
put out only the left or right
channel, allowing truly

The twin cases that mark SME's entry into the high-end DAC

stakes.
balanced operation when two
DACs are employed.

= (0903) 814 321

Pink products pop up

Not satisfied with introducing two
new digital converters over the past
year, Pink Triangle has announced
an upgraded filter for the convert-
ers, two new power amplifiers and a
pair of loudspeakers.

Philips’ newest 1307 filter system
is said to hold 20-bit accuracy
throughout and is promised to cope
with real music signals accurately.
The £300 1307 upgrade for the
Ordinal and Da Capo converters is
fitted into a standard PT filter
module, to make upgrading easier.

The £2,860 Pop monoblok
power amplifier is a totally new
venture that follows in the footsteps
of the earlier Pip preamplifier.
Having over 300 watts on
tap, with the ability to deliver
up to 2kW into a one ohm
load, the Pop’s protection
circuitry is unlikely to ever
trip. However, as the output
current is monitored by a
microprocessor, not only can
the protection circuit kick in
rapidly, but it also records any g
problems over the years, to
give a ready diagnostic guide
for servicing. A scaled down
|00 watt two-channel version
of the Pop power amplifier, the &
£1,400 stereo Poppet, will also
be available. It is expected that a
new, modular version of the Pip
preamp will be available in early
1994.

o

Pink has also announced the
Ventrical loudspeaker, available in
black ash and walnut for £850, or
‘unusual’ custom finishes for £980
— at the show, a marbled speaker
was shown. Using a Tonagen ribbon
tweeter and a polypropylene bass/
mid unit, the floorstanding Ventrical
is claimed to use a novel cabinet
loading and is planned to be
upgradable, by adding an active
crossover system. It is intended to
be a part of the basic Pink Triangle
system available late next year,
comprising Cardinal transport,
Ordinal DAC, Integral amplifier and
Ventrical speakers
@ 071-703 5498

In Brief

May Audio distributor of the Totem
loudspeaker brand has introduced the
£2,500 Mani-2 two way loudspeaker,
which uses Isobarik-style twin woofers
to achieve serious bass from a medium
sized cabinet. @ (0943) 864 930

Lecson, builder of the Quattra
amplifier, has widened its range with
an £850 CD/ CD player, £450 CDT
transport and £595 DAC | converter.
These are complemented by a new
remote control preamp, the £450
AP100, £675 APW |00 S stereo power
amp and £625 APW 100 M monoblok.
@ (0480) 498 21 |

Monarchy Audio is an American
electronics brand specialising in digital
products that has been taken on by
Wollaton Audio. The range includes
the £1,595 Audio Video Transport which
also plays Laser Discs, and the £1,495
20-bit DAC cum line preamp which
has a volume control and two line
inputs. @ (0602) 284 147

Swedish valve amplifier manufacturer,
Copland has introduced a new £999
valve/transistor integrated amplifier,
using only one E88CC per channel.
The 60 watt CSA-14, which is not
designed in a standard hybrid manner,

doubles its power into a four ohm

load and will be available by the end of
October. @ 081-947 5047

Audiofreaks has taken on the Muse
solid state amplification brand, whose
line includes the 300 watt Model Three
Hundred monoblock power amps at
£3,900 a pair. & 081-948 4153

Denon has replaced the D/00 mini
system with the D/ /0, £869.99 with
the JPW built SC-M2 speakers or
£799.99 without. It features a 40W
amp, RDS tuner with programme type
station search and remote control.

@ (0753) 888 447

Tesserac Research has unveiled the
TAADA phono stage and TALA
preamplifier, priced at £1,500 a piece.
Tesserac has also created the £450
TAGS power supply for the Michell
Gyrodec turntable, and is planning to
release a scaled down version of the
£7,350 TAMP-60 amplifier.

@ 081-669 001 |
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PE.M.DD Converter? No self-respecting
CD Player should be without one!

XL-Z464 CD Player

Pulse-Edge-Modulation-Bifferential-Linearity-Errorless-D/A. Quite a mouthful, you must
agree, but as one-bit digita'l‘technology goes, it's the proverbial bees knees.

One-b@\ (Digital to Analogue) converters eliminate the faults that f‘
conventional Yeadlti-bit" players suffer from. For example; distortion, glitches
and poor linearity at low levels. However, some noise still remains,
especially when musical nuances are at their most subtle.

Get the Very Best from your CD's

JVC's new XL-Z464 CD Player has no such vices, equipped with the
very latest in D/A converter know-how, the advanced one-bit P.E.M. DD
with V.AIN.S. (a 4th order noise shaper), can deliver up to four times
normal resolution, giving better expression of performance across the sound spectrum with no

interference ﬂl btle music levels.
Every bit a winner. Ob\/tﬁ(&&%.... J vc




Virtual Vision is attempt-
ing to usher in a new era
of personal televisual
entertainment with its
Sport glasses. These
goggles allow you to see
what’s directly in front of
you or watch a projected
TV image that is per-
ceived to be six feet
away, the size of the
image is described as
being ‘very big’. It works
by combining a miniature
video display with a
reflective optical system.
It can be used with a belt
mounted receiver, camcorder
or any form of video source,
though satellite dishes might
limit the portability factor.

The llusion of normality

Nottingham Analogue has built a
turntable ‘for people who feel the
need for a deck with the proven
values of its Spacedeck but in a more
familiar form’. In other words Tom
Fletcher has built a normal-ish
looking turntable; the £600 lllusion s
a regular square plinthed design with
fluted sides and a powder coated
black finish. Like the Spacedeck it
uses an alloy platter which is
externally driven by an 'O’ ring belt.
Nottingham Analogue is also making
its own cartridges, the Analogue
Tracers | through 4 are moving
magnet designs between £98 and
£500. Stylus variations account for
price differences, though the 3 and
4 share the same Super line contact
design but vary in construction.

@ (0773) 762 947

Bill Beard back
with BB101

Bill Beard has returned to the
tube scene with the £1,600

BB I10lintegrated amplifier.
This new line level design offers
50 watts a channel courtesy of
twelve EL84 pentode valves, and
features remote control.

The two chassis dual mono
construction is also uncommon,
the former keeps the power
supplies away from the signal,
the latter is intended to reduce
crosstalk. = 081-749 4258

Say goodbye to paradise island boredom with new, groovy tellie specs.

Sound is derived from ear-
phones attached to the arms
and the whole caboodle,

though bulky in appearance,
only weighs five ounces. @
071-584 0122

The Tone Scout comection

Living Voice has produced a baby brother for the substantial Air Partner
loudspeaker called the Tone Scout. Built along similar lines, the Tone Scout is
what Living Voice calls a ‘compact domestic loud-
speaker’, though whether something that's
101x62x58cm (HxWxD) and weighs | | 6kg is
compact is a matter of interpretation.
The Tone Scout features a pressure driver midrange
unit firing through a four cell horn, a horn loaded
tweeter and a 300mm paper cone bass unit with its
rearward output driving an compound horn. With
|04dB efficiency the Tone Scout is designed to create
the sort of energy that made the Air Partner’s
reputation at a more affordable price, which starts at
_a £3,000 for the basic version and runs to £10,000
depending on drive unit choice.
At the recent Hi-Fi Show the Tone Scout was frightening the crowds in the
company of the Border Patrol Chargehand, a new 300B equipped tube amp.
= 0602 813 562

Pioneer and CIC tie the LD knot

Pioneer LDCE has signed a deal with CIC Video International to
bring selected titles from the Paramount Pictures and MCA/
Universal Pictures catalogue out on PAL Laserdisc. This means
that titles including Indecent Proposal, the most excellent
Wayne’s World and Scent of a Woman starring Al Pacino will soon
be available on disc. The deal includes forthcoming titles
including The Firm and Sliver. @ (0753) 789 631

New BBC compact monitor

The BBC has designed a new compact loudspeaker. Dubbed the LS5/12 the
speaker is about the same size as the classic LS3/5A and uses magnetically
shielded Dynaudio drive units. The specification lays down extremely tight
grade- | manufacturing tolerances which are reflected in a price tag of £999
for the Harbeth model, which along with Dynaudio is the only company to
be licensed to produce it. The Harbeth LS5/12 will be available next month.
= 0444 440955

In Brief

Kodak is slashing the price of its
Photo CD players in an attempt to get
the medium off the ground. This
brings the price of Photo CD players
down to £149 for the PCD 265
standard size player and £249 for
portable or multi-disc versions.

= (0442) 61122

Thorens is making a play for the
shellac market with the £199.99 TD-
180/5500, a three speed turntable that
includes 78rpm. A belt drive design
with auto return it comes with the
option of a Stanton 500 78 stylus for
£26.99. & (0494) 890277

Arcam is attempting to introduce the
notion of cable quality to the AV
market with a range of Audioquest
SCART and custom made leads. Made
up from combinations of existing
Audioquest cables prices start at
£64.90 for a one metre SCART lead.
= (0223) 440 964

In addition to its new Majik-I amplifier,
Linn Products unveiled a prototype
of the new £800 Mimik CD player at
the Live 93 show. In essence a scaled
down model of the popular Karik CD
player, without the Numerik
reclocking circuit, the Mimik is
designed to complement the Majik-
amplifier and the Keilidh loudspeakers,
making a complete Linn CD system
for under £2,000. = 041-644 5111

Tannoy has bounced into the home
cinema with the new £179.99 shielded
623 centre/rear channel speaker and
current driven active 625ALF
subwoofer, at £499.99. The sub-bass
unit features a flat hi-fi setting in
addition to a more dramatic home
cinema option. & (0236) 420 199

Micromega London has taken over
the distribution of Jeff Rowland high-

end amplification products from
Gamepath. @ 081-989 0692

Kenwood's UD-95IM system has a
built-in Dolby Pro-Logic decoder and
DSP effects. It can play one music
source through the three-way
speakers, while mixing another
through upward firing omnidirectional
speakers. @ (0923) 816 444
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When CDs first ap-
i peared, they were

LEGATO LINK
CONVERSION

hailed as being the perfect music medium.

I

20kHz

However, some people maintained
that CDs sounded harsh and lacked the
warmth of vinyl records.

Now, Pioneer’s Legato Link

Conversion 1s about to change everything.
You see, when material 1s
recorded onto CD, the format i1s
such that frequencies above
20kHz are abruptly cut
off. And it is these upper
frequencies which

are abundantly

present in musical instru-

ments, giving them their warmth and

natural timbre. Although you cannot

hear these upper frequencies, you can

actually feel when they are missing.
Pioneer’s Legato
Link Conversion
now addresses the
problem by putting
back that original,
natural warmth.
Using data already on the disc, Legato
Link Conversion calculates almost
exactly what and where the missing data
should be and literally recreates a sound

wave pattern that is much closer to the

original music. It’s a revolutionary new
technology that takes CD a real step
forward and puts natural sound within
the reach of every enthusiast.

Pioneer’s unique Stable Platter
Mechanism is also a key contribution to
this more natural performance, giving
full width support to the disc for reduced
vibration and truly transparent sound.

Out of sight but certainly not out
of mind, twin Pulsetflow D/A converters
cancel noise generated in and out of the
audible range. While Direct Connection
enables the music signal to travel along
the shortest, most logical path possible
for minimal interference.

So why not listen to Pioneer’s new
range of CD players (PD-95, PD-77,
PD-S901, PD-S802 and PD-S702) very

soon? Because if CDs have left you

PD-5802

cold until now, you’ll certainly warm to

the sound of Legato Link Conversion.

) PIONEER

The Art of Entertainment

For a full information pack call us on freephone 0800 480 480



[ Don’t miss next month’s
bumper

L3¢
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AV amplifiers

We put eight of the latest home cinema ampli-
fiers through their paces. Is it time to switch
over to a complete Audio/Video system? In-
cluding new models from Denon, Harman/
Kardon, Sherwood and Yamaha.

Systems showdown

Full tests on six of the best integrated hi-fi
systems, all competing for a Hi-Fi Choice Swing

issue of

Tag. How do they compare with hi-fi sepa-
rates? Our line-up includes thenewest mod-
els from Kenwood, Pioneer and Technics.

SCOOP! Horning
Agathon horn
loudspeakers

They’rebig, they’re Danish and
they’re horn-loaded. We look
at the dynamic, efficient
Horning Agathon loudspeakers,
which look set to put the do-
mestic horn loudspeaker back
on the map.

TDLs smallest
speakers ever!

A brief look at the £99 TDL Near Field
Monitor bookshelf loudspeaker, from a com-
pany best known for its massive transmission
line models. How does the new speaker shape
up against stiff opposition?

FREE CD offer

Next month, Hi-Fi Choiceis givingaway a CD of
European piano music from the popular Edel-
weiss label. This superbly recorded selection of
piano favourites is bound to find favour with
any discerning music lover, especially as it
comes FREE with the finest hi-fi magazine in
the World!

Plus competitions, features, reviews the
latest news and loads, loads more!

It’s all in the December issue of /7i-F Choice,
on sale Friday, November 12, 1993.

(All contents subject to change due to circumstances beyond our control)
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AN EXCLUSIV

REFERENCE
P@INT

YOUR REFERENCE POINTS
FOR THE BEST HI-FI

Reference Point is a sound partnership between Pioneer and a nationwide network
of specialist hi-fi dealers, selected because they're the most reputable independent experts.
Visit any Pioneer Reference Point dealer for the best advice and service.

AVON

Paul Roberts, Bristol

Paul Roberts, Bristol

Paul Roberts, Weston-Super-Mare
Radtford Hi-Fi, Bristol

BEDFORDSHIRE
B & B Hi-Fi, Luton
Richards Audio Visual, Bedford

BERKSHIRE

B & B Hi-Fi, Bracknell

B & B Hi-Fi, Maidenhead

B & B Hi-Fi, Newbury

B & B Hi-Fi, Reading

Frasers Hi-Fi & Video, Slough
Frasers Hi-Fi & Video, Wokingham

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE
B & B Hi-Fi, High Wycombe

CAMBRIDGESHIRE

Cambridge Hi-Fi, Cambridge

The Hi-Fi Company, Peterborough
University Audio, Cambridge

CHESHIRE
Hamlets Audio Visual, Cheatﬂa/L

Hamlets Audio Visual, Stockport
Tomorrow Studios, Warrington

CORNWALL

ETS Electricentres, Helston
ETS Electricentres, Penzance
H.B.H. Woolacotts, Bude
Truro Hi-Fi, Truro

CUMBRIA
Kenneth Gardner, Kendal

DERBYSHIRE
Roy Smith Electrical, Chesterfield
Stuart Westmoreland, Derby

DEVON

Bernard Smith, Barnstaple
Radford Hi-Fi, Exeter
Radford Hi-Fi, Plymouth
Upton Electronics, Paignton

DORSET
Movement Audio, Bournemouth

Movement Audio, Poole

ESSEX

Chew & Osborne, Epping

Chew & Osborne, Saffron Walden
Classic Sound & Vision,
Southend-on-Sea

Hi-Spek Electronics, Brentwood
Peter Foulkes, Colchester

Peter Foulkes, Maldon

Twenty 20 Audio Visual,

West Thurrock

Waters & Stanton, Hockley

[
L

Waters & Stanton, Hornchurch
Woolfmans, Basildon
Woolfmans, liford

0272 429370
0272 250760
0934 414423
0272 428248

0582 459915
0234 365165

0344 424556
0628 73420
0635 32474

0734 583730

0753 520244

0734 794998

0494 535910

0223 67773
0733 341756
0223 354237

061-428 5278
061-428 6367
061-476 3500

0925 36215

0326 573285
0736 64274
0288 352269
0872 79809

0539 721953

0246 234953
0332 367546

0271 43503
0392 218895
0752 226011
0803 551329

0202 529988
0202 730865
0202 721983

0992 574242
0799 523728
0702 461634
0702 600130
0277 226303
0206 767428
0621 853148

0708 891818
0702 206835
0702 204965
0708 444765
0268 285922
081-514 7231

GLOUCESTERSHIRE
Hutchinsons, Chelienham
Robbs, Gloucester

GREATER MANCHESTER
Bill Hutchinson, Manchester
Cleartone Hi-Fi, Manchester
Hamlets Audio Visual,
Ashton-u-Lyne

Tomorrow Studios, Sale

HAMPSHIRE

Bryants Hi-Fi, Aldershot
Cristavision, Fareham

Now That's Hi-Fi, Portsmouth

Sinclair Youngs, Basingstoke

Southampton Hi-Fi Centre,
Southampton

HERTFORDSHIRE

Chew & Osborne, Bishop's Stortford
David Orton Ltd, Hitchin

Herts Hi-Fi, Hoddesdon

RadioLux, Watford

HUMBERSIDE
Superfi, Hull

ISLE OF WIGHT
Russells, Newport

KENT

Howes of Southborough, f
Tunbridge Wells |
Kimberley Hi-Fi, Bexleyheath
Whitstable Tele-Radio, Whitstable

LANCASHIRE

Cleartone Hi-Fi, Bolton
Kenneth Gardner, Lancaster
Norman Audio, Blackpool

Norman Audio, Preston

P & A Audio Video, Ormskirk
Romers Hi-Fi, Blackburn

LEICESTERSHIRE
Mays Hi-Fi, Leicester

LINCOLNSHIRE
Superfi, Lincoln

LONDON

Babber Electronics, W13
Brians Hi-Fi, W1

Covent Garden Records, WC2
Hi Spek Electronics, N3
Hi-Way Hi-Fi, w2

Kamla Electronics, W1
Light & Sound, £6

Myers Audio, E17
Spatial Audio, W1

Stereo Regent Street, W1
Superfi, N\W1

MERSEYSIDE
Beaver Hi-Fi, Liverpool

MIDDLESEX

Musical Images, Edgware
Musical Images, Hounslow
T.A.S., Eastcote

T.A.S., Ruislip Manor

0242 573012
0452 419777

061-839 8800
061-835 1156 NORFOLK

Adcock & Sons, Watton
Martins Hi-Fi, King's Lynn
Martins Hi-Fi, Norwich

061-343 5127
061-962 4651

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE

0252 20728 H.G. Rapkin, Northampton
0329 288660
0705 811230
0256 28623
0256 21307

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE

F.L. Smith Electrical, Mansfield
F.L. Smith Electrical, Worksop
Forum Hi-Fi, Nottingham

0703 228434 Superfi, Nottingham
OXFORDSHIRE

Sound ‘n’ Vision, Bicester
Witney Audio Centre, Witney

0279 656401
0462 452248
0992 441172

0923 229734 SHROPSHIRE

Shropshire Hi-Fi, Shrewsbury :

0482 24051 W. Owen, Telford
SOMERSET
0983 523864 Paul Roberts, Taunton
STAFFORDSHIRE

Purkiss Hi-Fi, Hanley
Universal Electronics, Cannock

0892 528682
0892 537288
081-304 3272
0227 272028 SUFFOLK

Peter Watts, Bury St Edmunds

System Sound, Sudbury

0204 31423 SURREY
0524 64328 Audiolite, Thornton Heath
0253 295661 Cosmic, Addlestone
0772 53057 Tru-Fi, Leatherhead
0772 555769 X
0695 573456 Tru-Fi, Redhil
0254 887799 Weybridge Audio, Weybridge
SUSSEX EAST

Smythe & Barrie, Eastbourne
0533 625625

SUSSEX WEST

0522 520265 Cristavision, Chichester

Sunderland Electronics, Worthing

081-579 6315 WL,

071-631 1109
071-379 7427
081-349 1166
071-402 2441
071-323 2747
081-472 1373
081-520 7277
071-637 8702
071-287 2458
071-388 1300

WARWICKSHIRE
Carvells of Rugby, Rugby

WEST MIDLANDS

Bridge Hi-Fi, Walsall

Coventry Hi-Fi, Coventry

Naam Hi-Fi Vision, Birmingham
Naam Hi-Fi Vision, Coventry
Superfi, Birmingham

Universal Electronics, Wolverhampton 0902 23741

-709 9898 W.M.E.C.,Rowley Regis

Sunderland Electronics, Brighton

Bill Hutchinson, Newcastle-u-Tyne  091-230 3600

The Hi-Fi Company, Leamington Spa 0926 888644

WILTSHIRE
P R Sounds, Melksham
P R Sounds, Trowbridge

0225 708045
0225 777799

WORCESTERSHIRE

David Waring Cameras & Hi-Fi,
Worcester 0905 27551
YORKSHIRE NORTH
Maxwells, Northallerion
Scarborough Hi-Fi Centre,
Scarborough

Vickers Hi-Fi, York

0609 773535

0723 374547
0904 629659

YORKSHIRE SOUTH

Superfi, Sheffield 0742 723768

YORKSHIRE WEST

Amrik Electronics, Bradford
Amrik Electronics, Leeds
Bill Hutchinson, Leeds

0274 722530
0532 752285
0532 427777
0977 553066
0977 556774
0532 449075

Eric Wiley, Castieford

Superfi, Leeds

NORTHERN IRELAND

CO. DOWN
Hi-Fi Experience, Belfast

LRG Sound & Vision, Belfast

0232 249117
0232 732452
0232 451381

CO. ANTRIM
LRG Sound & Vision, Lame
Nicholl Bros, Ballymena

0574 272757
0266 49616

SCOTLAND

GRAMPIAN
Holburn Hi-Fi, Aberdeen VR IAE

0224 572729

MID LOTHIAN

Bill Hutchinson, Edinburgh 031-667 2877

STRATHCLYDE

Bill Hutchinson, Glasgow 041-248 2857

TAYSIDE

Robert Ritchie, Montrose 0674 73765
WALES

GLAMORGAN

Quinns Audio Visual Systems,

Swansea 0792 773644

GWENT

Hi-Fi Western, Newport 0633 262790

GWYNEDD

Owens, Bangor 0248 362951
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The Digital CompaCt Cassette For generations

Philips has invented the ways we enjoy music. The compact cassette came with the
freedom of the Sixties and Seventies. Play the music you want, wherever you want to play
it. In the Eighties the Compact Disc brought the absolute purity and reality of

high technology sound. And now, for a new generation, Philips has invented a

new system, Digital Compact Cassette, DCC. Quite simply, the DCC System gives you
the best of all worlds. It is as portable and as versatile as an ordinary cassette. You can buy pre-recorded tapes or you can record your
own. But anything an ordinary cassette can do, a DCC can do better because the sound quality has all the precision and beauty of a
compact disc. And don’t worry about your existing collection of ordinary compact cassettes, the beauty of the DCC System is that it

DIGITAL
will play them too.

CCOMPACT CASSETTE

DCC 811 In-car



PHILIPS
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FOR
YOU




Ghoice Sessions

The latest products, the best recordings and our own points of view on the most

interesting developments to hit the hi-fi scene. Concise reports by the Choice team.

AV AMPLIFIER

Yamaha DSP-A2070

Having already hit the mark
with the DSP-A1000, the com-
bined AV amp/DSP unit that
was so well received last year,
Yamaha is now launching its
successor, the DSP-A2070.

From the outside nothing
much has changed — the
minimalist fascia still has only a
volume control and selector
knob visible. But inside there
have been several key changes.
In the pure audio terms, the
amplifiercomponentry hasbeen
upgraded, leading to margin-
ally better sound fromwhat was
already a well-sounding box.
Bigger upgrades have been
made in the digital domain.

Yamaha has for years used
digital processors for the Dolby
Pro-Logic decoding. The origi-
nal DSP-A1000 used a single
chip for both the Dolby Pro-
logic and the whole raft of ef-
fects routines used to re-create
the sound of different venues in
the living room.

In the 2070, the DSP chip
countgoesuptothree,alllocked
together to create a super-DSP,
enabling more subtle and so-
phisticated hall effects. Yamaha
also places the processor’s A/D
conversion function on a sepa-
rate chip, furtherimproving the
sound in processor mode.

Despite the single box ap-

VERDICT

Yamaha DSP-A2070

sound; good effects.

e CONS: DSP effects are not

to everyone’s taste.

© 1110000

SOUND QUALITY
‘ EEEREO
VALUE FOR MONEY

PROS: solid Pro-Logic
|
EEENE[
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Yamaha’s DSP-A2070 AV amplifier. Is it the simplified face of

home cinema and Digital Signal Processing?

proach there are few compro-
mises in the performance of the
2070. Asastraight-forwardamp
itis pretty convincing. All three
frontchannelshavehealthy 80W
poweramp sections (asopposed
to one or two other AV proces-
sor/amps that radically under
power the centre channel — the
most important one in an AV
system). Basic Pro-Logic decod-
ing is rock solid, but the system
really comes into its own with
its improved sound field
processing with settings more
tightly defined for CD replay or
for video sources (where the
sound image needs to locate a

Transform your aging CD
player with Trichord’s preci-
sion oscillator upgrade.

little more tightly around the
centre channel).

These added reverberation
effects are not to everyone’s lik-
ing, personally I can take them
or leave them, even when they
are executed as well as they are
in the 2070. However, they can
be both fun and entertaining,
which is exactly what AV is
about after all.

Tim Frost

Yamaha Electronics (UK) Ltd,
Yamaha House, 200

Rickmansworth Rd, Watford,
WD1 7JS. @ (0923) 233 166

CD PLAYER
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