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Founded in 19-2 . .  \Janitor Audio i' on<: 

of the u,;·, most innm·atin: loud\peaker 

m:tnufacturers. 

\\'hilc m:tm· other SJX'cialisb han: come 

and gone. \lonitor Audio continue� to 

de,ign and manufacture producrs true to the 

principles of qualitY in engineering 

and craftsmanship. 

Only the best m:tterials are used in 

ldonitor's OIYn cabinet manufacturing plant. 

where marched. real 11·oocl ,·cnccrccl 

cabinets are hand crafted ro a qualir1· finish 

rarel1· found in modern da1· product.,. 

F1·etY loudspeaker from the highl1· 

acclaimed Studio 20 to rhe compact .\lonitor 

One. is concei1·ed and designed 11·ith equ,tl 

attention. And each pair is builr. tested :md 

p:tcked lw one craftsman. 

Listen to a pair of �lonitor Audio 

Speakers and feel the difference. 

The Studio 50 What the press say 

Al"I)IOPillLE 

New Studio 50 

lii-FI CliOICE 

Monitor Audio Ltd 
Oc::,ignc:r::. :md m:mufacturer:, of high qu:dity :1udio t'qLnpmcnt 

l'nit .l-t. Clifton J�oacl. Cambricl�e. Cl\ I 1Z\X. England 

Telephone 1022:\1212898 216:\11 
F:1x :\o (022_1) 21"1")32 



THE FRONT END 

[I UPDATE 
All the latest news from 

around the hi-fi globe. 

[I!J SESSIONS 
A quick taste of the latest 

kit, including the Cyrus III. 

[g STATEMENTS 
This month, a B&OAV 

system and Metaxas amps. 

fDHELP! 
Let our experts try and ease 

your hi-fi worries. 

fD WRITE ON! 
Air your views on hi-fi and 

maybe win a sweatshirt. 

COLUMNS 

HJ 21st CENTURY FOX 
Barry Fox continues to 

fight for the consumer. 

(i PERSONAL MESSAGES 
Paul Messenger discovers 

the loudspeaker of the 

moment. 

THE REVIEWS 

INTRODUCING 
LOUDSPEAKERS 
Paul Messenger takes a look 

at nine of the latest budget 

loudspeakers, under £150. 

D) THE REVIEWS 
Which models survive the 

Hi-Fi Choice trial by ears? 

CONCLUSIONS, 
BEST BUYS AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
A summary of your best bet 

for a bargain buy. 

AV SURROUND SOUND 
PROCESSORS 
Paul Messenger gets into 

home cinema on a budget. 

INTRODUCING 
CD TRANSPORTS 
Paul Miller looks at the pros 

and cons of CD transports. 

tm THE REVIEWS 
Five CD transports are 

grilled by the Choice panel. 

CONCLUSIONS, 
BEST BUYS AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
Paul picks the transports of 

delight for your discs. 

CHOICE MATTERS 

m;) CHOICE SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Jump the queue and get 

your Hi-Fi Choice by post. 

B!J COMING UP 
A sneak preview of what's 

on test in the June issue. 

EII READER CLASSIFIEDS 
Buy and sell your hi-fi 

bargains free of charge. 

[D READERS OFFERS 
The finest audiophile 

accessories by mail order. 

BUYER'S GUIDE 

THE HI-FI CHOICE 
BUYER'S GUIDE 
A comprehensive list of all 

the hi-fi on sale in the UK. 

ffi] THE CHOICE DIRECTORY 
Informative, objective. 

definitive- the Hi-Fi Choice 

Directory covers it all. 
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EDIT POINT 

Improving the breed 
I 

n his column this month (see page 37), 

Bany Fox makes the point that the 

majority of the CD buying public really 

don't care whether the discs they purchase 

are encoded using conventional 16 bit 

technology or some advanced 21 or 24 bit 

system.lt's the music that is important, not 

the recording process. 

While undoubtedly true, the disturbing 

fact underlying this argument is that CD, 

with its operating parameters set in stone by 

eo-developers Sony and Philips, is 

a closed system that imposes a 

performance ceiling on itself. 

1l1is is in stark contrast to the 

days of the analogue LP. Then, 

the better the turntable, the 

more obvious the 

improvement in sound 

quality. With CD players, a 

model costing £3,000 does 

not sound 10 times better 

than one at £300. The 

performance differentials 

have been eroded. 

A digital format that 

used a higher sampling 

rate and bigger bit word than 

the 44.lkHz and 16 bit configuration of CD 

would undoubtedly mean a big leap forward 

in sound quality. The problem is, the 

universal compatibility of CD hardware and 

software depends on the very guidelines that 

limit its performance. 

Small wonder then that Pioneer and 

Matsushita, at last year's Tokyo Audio Fair, 

jointly proposed a 'super' CD to appeal to hi­

fi enthusiasts who would not mind paying 

the extra for a 'super' player if only it 

delivered genuinely superior sound. 

The argument was taken up again by 

Pioneer at this year's AES convention in 

Amsterdam at the end of February. 

Representatives from Philips, Decca and 

other recording companies were treated to a 

demonstration ofPioneer's 96kHz 'super' 

DAT system at the HotelAkura, with the 

promise that a 96kHz editing console was 

due for release in 1995. We already know 

how good the DAT player is (issue 123) and 

the promise of an editing machine operating 

at the same sampling frequency opens up no 

end of possibilities for recording engineers. 

1l1e chances of our seeing 96kHz tapes in 

the local HMV are not good, however. For a 

start, only owners ofPioneer's D-07'super' 

DAT machine would be able to play them! 

But wouldn't it be glorious if a 'super' CD 

player were introduced, operating at twice 

the sampling frequency and with a bit word 

half as big again as that of 

normal CD, and able to 

play an audiophile 

quality disc that could 

be happily sold alongside 

conventional software 

without affecting 

compatibility? Strangely 

enough, the magic figures 

of88 .2kHz and 24 bit were 

just the ones being bandied 

about by Pioneer and 

Matsushita at the 1993 Tokyo 

Audio Fair. 

A bit of an EAR bashing 
On the front cover of this issue, 

we are giving away a copy of a brand new 

magazine absolutely free! Called the EAR, or 

Enlightened Audio Review, it's the first 

edition of what we hope will become a 

regular supplement with Hi-Fi Choice. 

We don't always have the space within the 

pages of Choice to do full justice to some 

aspects of h-fi, and this magazine will look at 

specific areas of sound 

reproduction in much 

greater depth. lf you 

did not receive a copy 

of the EAR with this 

magazine, please 

inform your 

newsagent. 

Simon Davies 



HD 580 

Top of the range 

dynamic headphone 

using new duofoil 

diaphragm which 

virtually eliminates 

sound colouration. 

HO 560 11 

"A detailed and 

open headphone 

with the ability 

to recreate the 

power and depth 

in a piece of 

music." 

Hi-Fi Choice 

Oct 91. 

HD 320 

Part of the new 

generation of dynamic 

hi-li stereo headphones, 

the HO 320 has 

ergonomic styling with 

a sound quality that is 

designed to optimise 

transparency and 

clarity, whilst ensuring 

a strong bass 

definition. 

The highest fidelity. 
Naturally. 

Immerse yourself in the music. No distractions. just 

pure sound reproduction. 

Ifs no coincidence that Sennheiser headphones are 

acclaimed again and again in the hi-fi press. 

We set new standards of sound reproduction 

and quality at the leading edge of acoustic 

technology. Supremely comfortable and 

near-unbreakable. the headphones are 

specially designed for easy replacement of parts. 

With accurate. detailed response and rich pure 

tone. recreate the eloquence of the instruments. the 

vitality of the vocals. Whatever your taste in music 

you'll appreciate the transparent natural sound 

quality._ balanced by a wide dynamic range. 

Now prove it. Try out our headphones for yourself. 

You'll be convinced. Naturally. 

[ZJ SEI\II\IHEISER 

HO 340 

A headphone which 

produces a roomy and 

detailed sound whilst 

incorporating high 

quality in its design 

making it lightweight 

and comfortable to 

wear. 

Sennheiser UK Ltd. Freepost. loudwater, High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire, HPl 0 8BR. Telephone 0628 850811. Fax 0628 850958 



Tighter 
definition 
from Tannoy 
Tannoy is pressing ahead with 

additions to its up-market Definition 
range. The new £1,470 0500 

follows in the footsteps of the 

highly rated D 700 and baby D I 00. 

This floorstander is intended for 

free-space use and is built around a 

phase coherent, point source Sin 

Dual Concentric drive unit, with an 

Sin woofer to aid the bass 

response. The units vent into a 

resistively parted, double-chamber 

coupled reflex system in a multi­

faceted cabinet, constructed from 

ISmm MDF board and offered in a 

variety of real wood finishes. 

According to chief designer Paul 

Mills, this approach ensures deep 

bass from the large, full cabinet 

volume at low frequencies while 

avoiding the all too common organ 

pipe resonance effect·at upper bass 

frequencies. The result, we are 

assured, is a tight but extended 

bass. Distribution is through a 

strictly limited range of appointed 

dealers. t!l (0236) 420199 
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CHOICE NEWS FROM AROUND THE WORLD 

Sonv launches second 
generation MiniDisc players 
The format war has intensified as Sony launches its 

second-generation Mini Disc (MD) products but there's 

little news of rival format Digital Compact Cassette 

(DCC). A spokesmen for DCC eo-developer Philips 

said there would be a significant announcement in time 

for Live '94 this autumn, while a senior executive at the 

Technics arm of Matsushita said initial DCC penetration 

had been 'disappointing'. 

While Phi lips plans to launch its 

CDD951, with 18-bit 

recording and playback 

circuits, in the 

second half of 

the year, Sony 

has stolen the 

limelight by 

announcing a 

whole range of 

MD products 

covering portables. 

domestic hi-fi machines 

and in-car players. The 

first is scheduled for release 

poised for release, the £349 player-only MZ-E2 and the 

AZ-R2, a £450 player and recorder. 

At the start of the year there were 35 hardware 

companies licensed to produce MD. 19 producers of 

pre-recorded software and 16 licensees of blank MD 

media. Any early shortage of 

available software has been 

across Europe 

stocking more 

than 440 tiitles 

from over 50 

lables. 

The first full 

size domestic 

MD player will 

be the £800 

MDS-501, 

scheduled for 

release in June, 

in April (watch out for an exclusive 

Choice review of the new portable 

player next month) and the whole new 

range should be on sale by June. 

Sony engineers have been 

working feverishly on key areas 

along wrth the ---�lii!IJI!!I' RM-D I M remote commander. lt features an on­

board sample-rate converter to allow digital dubbing 

from any sources. Standard analogue connections are 

supplemented by microphone inputs and there's one­

touch editing. 

of its MD circuits to reduce 

component sizes and the number­

of digital processing integrated circuits 

required. Thrs has allowed overall 

miniaturisation which has resulted in a 40 

per cent reduction in board size. 

In the area of optical pick-up, too, Sony is claiming 

major advances. lt has been able to make the pick-up 

smaller and slimmer which has meant a 30 per cent 

reduction in volume. And, for the first time. the MD 

Walkman makes use of the latest lrthium-iron battery 

technology. originally developed for rts 8mm 

camcorders. The cells not only offer a longer battery life 

but are considerably smaller and lighter than current 

nickel cadmium types, and are not prone to the 'memo­

ry' effect of NiCad batteries. Two new portables are 

In-car users of MD will be able to choose between 
the in-dash MDX-1 00 with RDS at £950, MDX-40 disc 

changer at the same price, and the top-of-the-range 

MDX-400 four-disc changer which will cost around 

t: I, 199 when it's released in May. 

While many industry sources are confident that DCC 

eo-developer Matsushita will produce a badged version 

of the table-top MD player launched by sister company 

JVC, there's news of JVC's commitment to DC C. The 

new ZD-V919 will be priced in Japan at Y 158,000 and 

features 18-bit converters. Large-scale integration of the 

PASC coding circurts has resulted in a qurck search fea­

ture. JVC has already pledged to supply blank MDs in 

the shape of the MD-60V. 



Cabasse 
on the 
crest of 
a wave 

company 

Cabasse used the recent Paris Hi-Fi 

Show to announce details of its 

1994 product launches. The 

company was full of optimism for 

the year ahead. it announced 

increased staffing levels at its ma1n 

factory and a 20 per cent growth 

during the first two months of 1994. 

New models, which will appear 

first in France before making their 

way to export markets including the 

UK, are spearheaded by the floor­

standing Egea. This incorporates the 

famous Cabasse 'spacially coherent 

source' , or multi-dome coaxial drive 

unit, found in the flagship Atlantis 

MCOO I. The three-way Egea follows 

the naut1cal theme started by the 

Atlantis, Pacific and Baltic and, at 

£1 ,800, brings the technology down 

to a more affordable price. 

Cabasse also develops traditional 

drive unit technology and has 

produced a top-of-the-range floor­

standing column in the shape of the 

£2, I 00 Escadre using a 30cm bass 

unit fitted with the company's 

exclusive copolymer cone. 

Also promised from Cabasse is 

the £580 Ketch, a re-emergence of a 

name from the past, as the original 

floorstander from this brand. it relies 

on a 17cm bass/midrange unit and 

the already popular OOM2 hard­

dome tweeter in the design. 
� (0622) 729204 

Nairn eo below a grand 
Each CO player from Naim is cheaper than the previous models, and the 

new single-box CDJ is no exception. When it goes on sale this month, the 

price will be under £900 Qust) including remote. it's styled to match the 

latest separates including the NAITJ, NAC92, and NA TOJ. 

Inside. I I regulated power supplies, coupled to a large toroidal trans­

fonmer and reservoir capacitors, feed separate circuits. Most areas benefit 

from in-house design, including the servo control for the Philips CD!v1/09 

transport, which is suspended on a swing-out front-loading mechanism made 

from glass reinforced plastic. 

Careful attention has been paid to the effects of vibration and 

microphony. For example, the disc transport secures discs to the platter 

by a low-mass clamp, based on the neodymium magnet clamp used in the 

no-holds-barred CDS transport. � (0722) 332266 

Kodak extracts sound 
and pictures from COs 
Photo-CD players are fully 

compatible with audio-only COs, 

and that's the message Kodak is 

keen to drive home while 

launching its second portable 

model. At roughly the same size 

and weight as a YHS cassette, the 

£299 PCD960 is smaller and lighter 

than the first model. 

Apart from playing standard 

music CDs, the PCD960 will 

display photographs, graphics and 

text scanned onto special Photo 

CDs. All the functions are 

accessible from a remote handset, 

including an ability to frame and 

zoom in on a particular area of a 

picture. � (0442) 61 122 
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Born in 

Durham I I I 

Castle Acoustic's latest speaker is 

the redesigned Durham 900. lt was 

designed in 1993, which coincided 

with the 900th anniversary of the 

foundation of Durham cathedral. 

The £.279 Durham 900 is 

designed to be mounted close to 

the wall. lt combines a 130mm 

polypropylene mid/bass unit with a 

25mm soft dome tweeter in an off 

centre configuration around the 

reflex port. Stray magnetic flux is 

shielded by a double ring magnet 

system. � (0756) 795333 

Update 

Frantic Audiolab 
As reported in the March issue of Choice, the design team at Cambridge 

Systems Technology has been busy adding to the Audiolab range. Apart 

from recent revisions to the popular integrated amplifier and an improved 

version of the outboard D/A converter, a new line-level pre-amplifier is in 

the offing. The Bnstol Hi-Fi Show in February provided an early opportunity 

to hear the £.899 8000Q, designed by Derek Scotland and Philip Swift. For 

turntable users. the company will be releasing the BOOOPPA at £.799, a twin 

input phono stage for RIAA equalization. 

More imminently, the long awaited Audiolab CD transport is entering 
production and is due to be delivered to high street dealers in April. The 

£.1,249 BOOOCDM includes many custom parts, rather than just being a 

reboxed player from a household name. User friendly operation is seen as a 

key part of the company's philosophy, and the Audiolab system remote is 

also included in the package. � (0480) 52521 

KEF all out for AV Disc Out 
KEF is following the path of sister 

company Celestion and hitting the 

fast growing home theatre market. 

Its new speaker package is fiagged 

as THX approved and comprises an 

AV-/ subwoofer, AV-2 surround 

speaker and the AV-3 centre 

channel unit to reproduce dialogue. 

The £2,499 AV-/ active sub­

woofer (tested on its own in the 

issue 128 of Choice) uses the compa­

ny's Dual Cavity Bass System and 

Force Cancelling Rod combined with 

a new 'power activator' amplifier 

capable of delivering 200W peaks. 

The matching AV-2 surround 

speaker is a three-way design using 

two I in tweeters, two 4in mid range 

units and a single Sin woofer in a 

£.529 package. On-screen and front 

sounds are produced by three main 

speakers; left, centre. and right £.5 79 

AV-3 models. These use three I in 

soft dome tweeters. 

which are aligned verti­

cally in a shaped wave 

guide sited between a 

pair of 6.5in woofers. 

� (0622) 757777 

uoes 
pan-Europe 
French company Ganco is handling 

sales of a novel method for 

removing CDs from jewel boxes. 

Originally designed in America, 

Disc Out has gone on sale across 

mainland Europe and a UK 

distributor is sought. 

The plastic handle arrangement 

incorporates a rubber sucker 

which sticks to the disc to aid 

release from the inner tray's claws. 

Ganco says it's ideal for all disc­

based fomats including CD-i, Photo 

CD and CD ROM, as well as 

conventional audio CDs. 

� 0 I 0 33 87 75 91 64 
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Visit your loo:al dealer for a 
demonstration of Maranu 
Home Entertainment products. 

NORTH EAST, SCOTLAND, 
NORTH WEST AND IRELAND 

ABERDEEN 
HOLBORN HI-Fl 0224 585713 
ALTRINGHAM 
CLEAR TONE Hl-Fl 061 928 1610 
BALLYMENA 
NICHOLL BROTHERS 0266 49616 
BELFAST 
AUDIO TIMES 0232 238495 
L.R.G. 0232 45 UBI 
ZEUS AUDIO 0232 332522 
BLACKBURN 
PRACTICAL Hl-FI 0254 691104 
ROMEI\S 0254 887799 
BLACKPOOL 
PRACTICAL Hl-FI 0253 300599 
NORMAN AUDIO 0253 295661 
BRADFORD 
CLEARTONE HI-FI 0274 309266 
BOLTON 
CLEARTONE Hl-Fl 0204 31423 
PRACTICAL HI-FI 0204 395789 
CARLISLE 
PETER TYSON 0228 25891 
CHESTER 
PETERS Hl-Fl 0244 319392 
CHORLEY 
MONITOR SOUND 02572 71935 
CREWE 
NORMAN AUDIO 0270 211091 
CO. DOWN 
LISNASURE 0762 881628 
DARLING TON 
ALAN H GOODRICK 0325 465822 
DUBLIN 
CEOL PRODUCTS 353 I 961358 
DUNDEE 
W.M. COUPAR 0382 29588 
DUNFERMLINE 
AN DREW THOMSON 0383 724541 
EDINBURGH 
DILL HUTCHINSON 031 667 2877 
IN HI-FI 031 225 8854 
GATESHEAD 
LINTONE AUDIO 091 477 4167 
UNTO. E AUDIO 091 460 0999 
(METRO CENTRE) 
GLASGOW 
BILL HUTCHINSON 041 248 2857 
GRIMSBY 
MANDERS Hl-Fl 0472 351391 
HARROGATE 
HARROGATE Hl-Fl 0423 504274 
HUDDERSFIELD 
HUDDERSFIELD Hl-FI 0484 544668 
HULL 
SUPERFI 0482 24051 
ISLE OF MAN 
ISLAND COMPACT 
DISC CENTRE 0624 674505 
KENDAL 
PRACTICAL Hl-Fl 0539 722645 
KEIGHLY 
CLEAR TONE Hl-FI 0535 602933 
KILMARNOCK 
LASER AUDIO 0563 40292 
KIRKCALDY 
ANDREW THOMSON 0592 91205997 
LANCASTER 
PRACTICAL HI-Fl 0524 396575 
LEEDS 
BILL HUTCHINSON 0532 427777 
SUPERFl 0532 449075 
LINCOLN 
SUPERFI 0522 520265 
LIVERPOOL 
BEAVER RADIO 051 709 9898 
MANCHESTER 
BILL HUTCHINSON 061 839 8800 
CLEAR TONE 061 835 1156 
PRACTICAL Hl-Fl 061 839 8869 
MIDDLESBOROUGH 
GILSON AUDIO 0642 248793 
NEWCASTLE 
BILL HUTCH I SON 091 230 3600 
].G. WINDOWS 091 232 1356 
LINTONE AUDIO 091 232 3994 
NORTH ALLERTON 
MAXWELLS 0609 773535 
PERTH 
\V.M. COUPAR 0738 34809 
PRESTON 
NORl\·lAN AUDIO 0772 53057 
PRACTICAL Hl-FI 0772 883958 
ROCHDALE 
CLEARTONE HI-FI 0706 524652 
ROTHERHAM 
MOORGATE ACCOUSTICS 0742 756048 
SALE 
Hl-FI STEREO 061 973 5577 
SCARBOROUGH 
SCARBOROUGH Hl-Fl 0713 374547 
SHEFFIELD 
MOORGATE ACCOUSTICS 0742 756048 
SUPERFl 0742 723768 
SOUTHPORT 
CONCERT CORNER 0704 538!10 
STIRLING 
STIRLING AUDIO 0786 79958 
WARR.INGTON 
PRACTICAL Hl-FI 0925 32179 
W.A. BRADY 0925 828009 
WARRINCTON A/V 0925 32179 
WHITLEY BAY 
LINTONE AUDIO 091 252 4665 
WIGAN 
CLEARTONE Hl-FI 0942 323897 
WILMSLOW 
SW! ITS 0625 5262l3 
YORK 
VICKERS Hl-FI 0904 629659 

"Dolby" and the double-D symbol are trademarks of 
Dolby Laboratories L1censing 



Update 

BBC backs Denon's new RDS tuner 
The TU-380RD is a second-generation, EON capable 

RDS tuner from Oenon. it has evolved following 

extensive collaboration with the BBC's ROS experts. 

During each stage of the tuner's development. BBC 

engineers were asked to ensure that the system was 

correctly configured. 

transmitted. On Radio 3 this means the name of major 

wonks, the perfonmers or orchestra, and the 

conductor. Many commercial services are still 

experimenting with the system, although the national 

station Classic FM is about to go live with 1ts 

Radio Text implementation. 

Oenon's t: 190 FM/AM design makes full use of the 

active Radio Text messages which the BBC has 

broadcast along with its FM signals since January. These 

give details about the programmes on-air, and the music 

The TU-380RD makes use of other ROS data such as 

clock time, station name, programme type and the 

traffic fiags to re-tune to a station broadcasting a travel 

announcement. 2 (0753) 888447 

More and cheaper Morel 
Expanding its recently introduced 

Music First range of loudspeakers, 

Morel has added a more affordable 

variant of the fioorstanding 705. 

The new £999 704 is unusual 

because it contains a custom­

designed I 13mm midrange drive 

unit mounted in its own sealed, 

damped enclosure which has no 

low-frequency filtering. Morel says 

this results in two fewer crossover 

components - an approach not 

possible with conventional drive 

units of such small dimensions. 

The secret lies in a unit which 

was derived from its much larger 

MW/145 driver and has a 54mm 

voice coil and long travel. 

Effectively a two-way design, the 

new model encompasses two 

compact neodymium 28mm 

tweeters and a phase-aligned 

160mm subwoofer, along with the 

direct-driven midrange unit. in a slim 

cabinet measuring only 

770x21 Ox21 Omm. 

lt features screened magnets for 

use in a home theatre system, while 

the MOF cabinet panels have been 

chamfered to minimised diffraction. 

The 704 is finished in black 

lacquered oak veneer and features 

an integral stand fitted to the metal 

base plate. 2 (0473) 719212 

Nakamichi 
has discs 
in the bank 

CO changers have always been 

eschewed by audiophiles for fear 

that the sound quality will 

somehow be degraded from having 

several CDs in one player. But 

now Nakamichi claims to have 

solved the problem by producing 

the MB-4s. The £300 player 

swallows up to seven CDs but 

features the company's Music Bank 

technology in a standard chassis. 

Nakamichi has created a second­

generation Music Bank transport 

which boasts a disc change time of 

2.1 seconds. Each disc in the MB-4s 

sits in its own tray, which is stored 

in the 'stacker' and then fed to the 

transport or loading drawer as 

required. The COs are thereby 

protected from damage. 

The MB-4s is the first Nakamichi 

product in its Musical Reference 

Series. For this series, critical 

decisions are made using listening 

tests rather than by measurement 

alone. 2 (0903) 750750 
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The latest products, the best recordings and our own point of view on the most interesting 
developments to hit the hiji scene. Concise reports by the Choice team. 

CHOICE 

TURNTABLE 

Slate Audio 
Garrard 401 

The Garrard 401 motor unit was 

made in an undecimalised era 

when the Mini was still only a car 

and England had yet to win the 

World Cup. This classic sixties 

motor unit can now be brought 

into the nineties with the 

addition of Slate Audio's £349 

plinth, £50 Glassmatand a service. 

The 401 is a high mass direct 

drive deck, with an AC motor the 

size of a grapefruit and a reputa­

tion for rumbling. However, the 

rumble is a fault of the plinth and 

not a fundamental flaw. The 

simple addition of a squash ball to 

each corner of the 401 isolates the 

deck from its surroundings. 

Slate Audio can source Garrard 

301 and 401 turntables, but prices 

vary according to availability. At 

the time of writing, a Gan·ard 401 

turntableingoodcondition would 

cost around £250, and a complete 

deck, with plinth, Glassmat, SME 

520 mounting plate and SME 401 

Celebration Series V tonearm 

would come to about £2,000. 

In some respects, the Slate deck 

defines what real instrument 

solidity should be. Bottom end 

delivery is also in a class of its own. 

The word 'controlled' kept 

appearing on my notepad, the 

turntable giving a Rock-like per­

formance, with stacks of detail. 

However, all is not rosy, as the 

Garrard is comparatively undy­

namic and ponderous. On playing 

records like Rage Again st The 

Machine, the forceful mid and top 

end sounded compressed, and the 

natural decay of the cymbal crash­

es was more brash than it was on 

the SME Model 20benchmark. 
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Though not quite in the top 

league of turntables, the 401 is a 

good performer for the money. 

Buying a Slate Audio/Garrard 

system gives you a fair turntable 

whid1 is likely to last forever. 

AlanSircom 

Slate Audio, 47 Gemini Close, 

Leighton Buzzard, Beds LU7 SUD. 

-.:: (0903)384174 

VERDICT 
Slate Audio Garrard 40 I 

.._ Superb build; solid 1magery; 
good control; powerful bass. 

..- Undynamic; ponderous; 
uneven mid-band and top. 

� from £350 

SOUND QUALITY 

•••oo 
VALUE FOR MONEY 

•••oo 

CD PLAYER 

Orelle CD-480 
Priced at £399, Orelle's CD-480 is 

a CD player which offers high 

quality to those on a tight budget. 

Facilities are kept to a minimum 

to ensure a clean front panel. The 

remote handset provides a full 

range of functions including 

direct track access. 

Based around the Philips CDM-

4 transport, the Orelle CD-480is a 

multi-bit player using the Philips 

16-bit fourtimes oversamplingS1 

Crown chipset. An electrical digi­

tal output allows an external DAC 

to be used, and there's a set of 

fixed-level analogue outputs. No 

headphone socket is provided to 

keep things simple. 

Sonically, the CD-480is rather 

special. It may look plain, but in 

terms of sound quality it's far 

from being just another £400 CD 

player. Such focus and precision 

are rare at the price. The CD-480 

·proved remarkably firm and con­

trolled, with quite superb clarity 

and detail. 

Treble was clean and tidy, with 

little or no tendency to splash or 

become harsh, while mid and bass 

frequencies were tight and articu­

late. There's a welcome lack of 

glare and vagueness. The music 

sounds focused and precise, with a 

clean start and stop to each note. 

Bass lines are firmly drawn 

(good depth and control) while 

the mid band and top are always 

tidy and firmly in check. Yet the 

CD-480 avoids sounding dry and 

clinical. It's not exactly warm or 

euphonic, but it lacks any sense 

of awkward stiffi1ess in its 

music-making. 

Against the more expensive 

Arcam Alpha 5 (one of the best 



under £500) the Orelle sounded 

firmer and cleaner, with voices 

and instruments crisper and 

more tightly defined. The Arcam 

wasn't nearly so precise, being 

less immediate and tidy. 

Indeed, the Orelle sounds more 

like an expensive two-box combi­

nation,giving thesortof improve­

ment one expects when a good 

outboard DAC is added.lt has the 

firm control rarely found in rea­

sonably priced single-box players. 

My only criticisms are that it 

can sound a little hard tonally.lt 

needs about half an hour or so to 

warm up, and can be a touch 

grainy at the top-end. The review 

sample was prone to physical 

mains transformer buzz (but I'm 

told this was a one-off). Otherwise, 

the player was very quiet with 

none of the 'ticking' mechanical 

noises some Philips-based 

machines can suffer from. 

Definitely one for the shortlist 

then. The CD-480 gives 

an out-

standing sonic perfor­

mance at an attractive price. 

Jimmy Hughes 

Orelle, 58 The Broadway, Mill Hill, 

London N\!\17 3TE. � 081-810 9388 

VERDICT 
Orelle CD-480 

..,. Outstanding clarity and 
control. 

.., Can sound hard tonally. 

� £399.00 

SOUND QUALITY 

••••o 
VALUE FOR MONEY 

••••o 

LOUDSPEAKERS 

Ruark Crusader 11 
Ruark has revamped its floor­

standing, three-way Crusader 
speaker.1he £1 ,495 CrusaderiD1as 
benefitted from Ruark's invest­

ment in the industry standard 

MLSSAcomputer aideddesignpro­

gram.lt uses two new drive units, 

a redesigned crossover circuit, 

additional internal bracing and an 

airflowed, tapered bass port. 

The hi-wired mk/Jis claimed to 

have an impedance of six ohms 

and a sensitivity of 88dB. This 

makes the 28kg Ruark an easy load 

for virtually all amps in its league. 

The finish always sets a Ruark 

speaker apart fi:om the masses 

and the Crusader II is no excep­

tion. Our sample was a rich peri­

od walnut-natural oak and black 

ash are also available. The well fin­

ished bevelled and chamfered baf. 

fle looks refined, if a little kitsch. 

Like the Heybrook Sextet, the 

Crusader II is highly detailed, 

with a seamless coher­

ence across the 

and is 

out any noticeable 

crossover glitches. 

speaker integrates superbly in a 

small room, its 75mm fabric 

mid-range domehel ping it to open 

out insnuments, while its 28mm 

tweeter, also a fa bricdome, is artic­

ulate, but never spitty or harsh. 

Soundstaging is precise and bass 

is pleasantly deep. Moulding the 

port has removed much of the typ­

ical bottom end quack that besets 

parted speakers. My only.serious 

criticism is tl1at the midband is 

slightly recessed, especially when 

at low levels, 

which gives the 

speaker a polite character. Also, 

when it is used with the grilles on, 

the treble becomes rounded and 

makes the sound rather lacldustre. 

Ruark's Crusader !I is a difficult 

speaker to criticise. Used hi-wired 

in free space with its grilles 

removed, the sound is only limited 

by the choice of amp. It's every bit 

as sophisticated as it looks, though 

itmaybe too laid back for some. 

AlanSircom 

RuarkAcoustics Ltd, Unit 9, 

An wood Lodge Ind Est, Arterial 

Road, Rayleigh, Essex SS6 7UA. 

� (0268) 728890 

VERDICT 
Ruark Crusader 11 

..,. One of the best three-way 
designs around; great finish. 

.., Midband is recessed; 
overpolite, perhaps. 

� £1,495.00 

SOUND QUALITY 

••••o 
VALUE FOR MONEY 

•••oo 
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BOSE® Small, High Performance Speakers 

0 
0 
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Life-size sound from small size 
speakers Bose® has built a reputation of en­

gineering, designing, and manufacturing 

innovative products that provide clear 

benefits to listeners everywhere. So, 
when our engineers meet our designers, 

they accept the challenge to create 

innovative. products, based on advanced 

patented technologies to meet your 

needs and budget. 

S 11 H. h p .f Bose Small Speakers are a new ma , 1g er10rmance category of affordable hi g h  

Speakers to meet perfor mance lou dspeakers with 

uniqu e benefits for indoor and 

your needS and budget outdoor use. From the living room 

to the kitchen, from the garden to 

the boat, from the work room to the 

children's room, our Small Speakers fit 

the way you live. So if you are looking 

for lifelike sound from small, beautiful and 

durable speakers, li sten to our Bose 

speakers, and begin to live your life to 
music. 

CALL NOW FREE 0800 317942 
FOR A FREE INFORMATION PACK 

BOSE0171 

ROSE r---------------------------------------------------------------

Better sound through research. 

BOSE LIMITED, 
TRINITY TRADING EST ATE, 

SITTINGBOURNE, 
KENT ME10 2PD 

TEL: (0795) 475341 

For a FREE Brochure and full details on the Base Small, High Pertormance Speakers fill in 
the coupon and send to Base Limited, Trinity Trading Estate, Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 2PD ...DOS� 

Better sound through research. 

Name :---------------------------

Address: ________________________ __ _ 

Postcode: ______________________ ____ � 

Tel. No: _________________________ HFC5/94 



IN CAR DCC 

Philips DC811 
Digital Compact Cassette (DCC) has 

been vaunted as the go-anywhere 

medium.111Usthe additionofa car 

player to the lists has been. in the 

manner of all Philips launches, 

dragged out, but inevitable. 

1l1e prophet finally surren­

dered the tablet from the mount 

in the shape of a DC811 unit 

which weds a modest digital 

playback tape deck to an RDS EON 

tuner and a somewhat breathless 

4x12 wattpower stage.And that's 

for £549 which, if it causes gasps 

of disbelief all round, is some­

what cheaper than the minimally 

equipped Sony MiniDisc in-car 

combination to which it could be 

compared. 

As a radio, the DC811 is far 

from the pinnacle of Philips's 

achievement because, although 

it is a slick RDS operator and cap­

tures data at lightning speed, the 

traditional bits-such as FM inter­

ference rejection -let the chip set 

down. Philips sold the auto-store 

concept (latching onto the best 

signal strengths in any area at a 

button's touch) to the whole of 

the in-car audio sector.TI1is instal­

lation would not sustain that 

position. A saving grace is short 

wave, treated with the same 

respect as the other AM bands. 

The main course is DCC. To 

those who know that the current 

domestic models emphasise tape's 

linear access characteristic to 

grave disadvantage, be advised the 

car version is more than twice as 

fast, but far from instant. 

There's album and trad<titledis­

play-more than arguably redun­

dant if you 're travelling at 70mph 

plus-and a greatdeal more preci­

sion in track break point, blank 

skip and track start sensing tl1an 

analogue.ButPhilipshasn'tadded 

in conveniences such as track 

repeat, which those who've been 

used to CD technology might well 

expect of any digital medium 

How it sounds in a car is very 

much how your system is con fig­

ured. Few will be happy witl1 tl1e 

puny internal amplifier which 

expires at the first breath of 

dynamism. Pushy, forward, gutsi­

ly emphasised in low and high 

range, and bright without overt 

coloration, would just about 

cover DCC's capabilities (as well 

as those of PASC bit-reduction) 

with an extra 50 watts per chan­

nel bolted in place. 

Hold on to yourcredit card until 

DCC in-car prices fall, would seem 

to be tl1e sanest overall advice. 

Dave Row lands 

Phi!ips Consumer Electronics Ltd, City 

House, 420430 London Rd, Croydon, 

SumyCR93QR. 1::081-6892166 

VERDICT 
Philips DCBI I 

..,. Clever design package; solid 
DCC system builder. 

...,. Mediocre tuner; poor 
amplifier; shocking price. 

� £549.00 

SOUND QUALITY 

••••o 
VALUE FOR MONEY 

•••oo 

CABLE 

Audioquest cable 
Cables are best evaluated at home 

in your own system over a period 

of several days, without rush or 

pressure. But few retailers will 

loan you several different types for 

you to reach a cone! usion. 

To solve this problem, Audio­

quest's UK distributor. Arcam, 

has put together a couple of 

demonstration kits, each con­

taining different interconnect 

and speaker cables. Customers 

can take these home and experi­

ment before making a choice. 

Kit A contains four different 

1 mf pr audio interconnect cables, 

from the Turquoise at £34.95 to 

the Quartzat£99.95. Also includ­

ed are three sets of speaker cables 

in Sm lengtl1s, from the 1}pe 4at 

£4.50 per metre to a set of Clystal 

bi-wires at£14 a metre. KitE takes 

you further up the Audioquest 

range, starting with a set of 

Emerald interconnects at £219, 

and ending with the Diamond at 

£499. The three sets of speaker 

cables in KitB are all bi-wire types, 

starting with Midnight 2 at £25 

per metre and closing with jade 2 
£80 per metre. 

Eachkit contains aCableDesign 

booklet withdetailedinformation 

about the differences between 

cable construction, and the pros 

and cons of each type of wire. 

There's also auser-guideonhow 

to make meaningful AfB cable 

com parisions. As eachAudioquest 

demonstration cable is clearly 

numbered, it's easy to see where 

you're up to. Once you've hied tl1e 

various cables. you should know 

what sort of cost and performance 

level suits you best. 

If you have ever wanted to 

experiment with cables, but felt 

intimidated and confused by the 

sheer plethora of types available. 

this is a quick and painless 

initiation. An excellent market­

ing idea - full marks to Arcam 

and Audioquest. 

Jimmy Hughes 

A&RArcam, Pembroke Ave, Denny 

IndCentre, Waterbeach, Camblidge 

CB59PB.W(0223}440964 

VERDICT 
Audioquest cable 

..,. Excellent idea; good span of 
cables to suit all budgets. 

...,. Temptation to go for the best 
could prove expensive 

� N/A 
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MIDI SYSTEM 

Grundig Midi 2 System 
l11e £700 Grundig Midi 2is rather 

an unusual system. It's built from 

true self-powered components, 

wired together withgood, old fash­

ioned phono plugs and sockets­

not the almost ubiquitous ribbon 

connectors - and has a simple 

coaxial data link socket for con u·oJ 

purposes. l11e result is a system 

that grows with you as the oppor­

tunity to add better components 

arises. TI1e other key difference is 

that the speakers are optional. 

A good thing too.TI1e speakers 

supplied, which account for just 

£80 of the total system price, must 

accept the blame for a rawness 

and Jack of extension in what 

passes for the treble. An upper 

midband prominence was less 

objectionable, even adding some 

pizzazz and bite to the proceed­

ings. Still, you can do a lot better. 

The rest of the system is, on the 

whole, good.l11e design emphasis 

is on sensible, mainstream fea­

tures bu t you do get a 59 preset RDS 

tuner, a dual auto-reverse Dolby 

BJC cassette deck with manual 

record level, and a Bitstream CD 

player with an elecu·ical digital 

output- items which are as wel­

come as the clean cut extel finish. 

Musically there was some 

restraint, even compression.l11e 
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midband was open and clear, 

however, and the bass impres­

sively deep and well controlled. 

The CD player and FM radio 

tuner performed best, but the 

amplifier also exceeded expecta­

tions. It sounded remarkably sta­

ble and neutral, albeit a little 

lacking in dynamism and power 

when extended.l11e cassette deck, 

however, had a flaky sound quali­

ty, tmfortunately all too typical of 

other decks of the type. 

Nevertheless, the Midi 2 is 

recommendable. Grundig prod­

ucts used to be rather overpriced, 

but this system is truly excel­

lent value- especially if you 

buy it without the speakers. 

AlvinGold 

Grundig International Ltd, Mill Rd, 

Rugby, WarwickshireCU211PR. 

� (0788) 57715 5 

VERDICT 
Grundig Midi 2 System 

• A good old-fashioned 
system;excellent components. 

.,... NaffOsh) cassette deck and 
speakers; stiff panel switches. 

� E700.00 

SOUND QUALITY 

•••oo 
VALUE FOR MONEY 

••••o 

CASSETTE DECK 

Marantz SD-63 
It costs £250, so this must be a 

three head cassette deck, with 

Dol by B, C and HX Pro, switchable 

MPX filtering, a memory counter, 

timer stand by, head phone moni­

toring and a fine bias control.l11e 

Marantz is a competently 

d e s i g n e d  

m o d e l ,  

with a modicum of clear, intelli­

gible controls and a well rounded 

facia to match. 

At first, reproduction was 

spoiled by a low level, intermit­

tent flutter (rapid speed varia­

tions) which caused audible 

warbling with specific sounds­

notably orchestral woodwind 

and some piano recordings. l11e 

problem, however, was limited to 

the beginning of some tapes, and 

even then tended to fade away 

after the first dozen or so record­

ings. Running in may account for 

the improvement, but any loss of 

pitch integrity is a worrying sign. 

The SD-63 is not completely 

comfortable with metal tapes 

(TDK MA and MA-X), which were 

underbiased at any setting of the 

record bias control.Ironically, the 

audible effects were not all bad. 

Playback tended to be a little 

brighter and airier than the 

source, with a heightened impres­

sion of fine detail. There was no 

noticeable Dolby mistracking 

due to the mild scale of the fre­

quency response errors. 

There was a touch of stridency 

though, and some highlighting of 

harmonics, which could give rise 

to the kind of'in your face' sound 

you'd expect if the microphone is 

placed too close to the musicians. 

With good Type II tapes (like 

the TDK SA}, the Marantz was 

clearly more at home. 

T h e  

bias control is more comfortable 

with such tapes, and it proved 

possible to make accurate record­

ings with relatively little sacrifice, 

even at the frequency extremes. 

After the initial running in peri­

od, recordings sounded clean and 

stable. Extended listening proved 

the deck to be genuinely likeable, 

with no important losses over and 



above those expected of any 

medium price cassette deck. 

AlvinGold 
Marantz Hi-Fi UK Ltd, Kingsbridge 

House, 575-583 Bath Rd, Longford, 

Mdsx UB7 OEH. � (0753) 680868 

VERDICT 
Marantz SD-63 

""" Straightforward feature list 
and good ergonomics. 

,.. Questionable transport integri­
ly; not ideal for metal tapes. 

� £250.00 

SOUND QUALITY 

•••oo 
VALUE FOR MONEY 

•••oo 

TUNER 

NAD 402 
NAD's stock in trade has always 

been classically straightforward 

value for money products 

empha-

sis on the engineering 

essentials. The £160 402 
appears to be as good an exam­

ple of this philosophy as you 

can expect. it's an FM/AM 

tuner, with preset and manual 

tuning, and it comes in NAD's 

standard mid-grey livery to 

match other products from the 

san1e source. 

Finish a part, there is nothing 

here to frighten the horses­

until you look a little closer, 

that is.l11e AM facility is limit­

ed to Medium Wave. There's 

only one reason for this - the 

model was designed for the US, 

ALBUM REVIEW 

I 
t takes a lot to make angst-ridden music like 

Mahler's Songs on the Death of Children come as 

light relief, but Nono's Cantata I1 Canto 

Malher's agonisingly sad Kindertotenliedermakes 

anaptcoupling.Boiliworksareconcemed 

with deaili, iliough here ilie text 

explores the range of emotions and feel­

ings experienced by the bereaved par­

ent. Soloist MaijanaLipovsek gives a 

restrained yet profoundly com­

mitted account, her reserve only 

underlining the deep sadness 

behind the words. She is given 

Sospeso succeeds. 

l11is is heavy stuff, recalling the 

terrors iliat started 

Germany during t11e 

thirties and engulfed 

the rest of Europe. The 

music is in part an epi­

taph to those, known and 

unknown, who opposed the 

National Socialist tyranny 

and were seized, tortured, and 

murdered by the regimes. 

The text for I1 Canto Sospeso 

(written berween 1955 and 1956) 

makes harrowing reading, largely 

because it personalises the deaths of 

individuals whose only crime was to be 

born of a certain race. Their stoicism and 

sterling support by 

Abbado and the Berliners, 

who play with a quiet dignity hard 

to express in mere words. Rarely does one 

experience such moving simplicity. 

calm dignity in the face of appalling injustice is 

deeply moving. Be warned. It isn't comfortable to 

listen to, even though Nono's sparsely textured 

music creates an almost ot11er-worldly atmosphere. 

You just don't experience events directly, as with 

Schoenberg's Survivor from Warsaw. 

l11ediscendswithMahler'sbeautifuJRuckertsong 

Icl1 Binder WeltAbhanden Gekommen. Coming at 

t11e end of so much misery, it restores faith in tile pos­

sibility of a new tomorrow where people live in har­

mony. It also rounds off a profoundly moving album 

where the recordings themselves sound unobtru­

sively clean and well-balanced. A remarkable work. 

Jimm.y Hughes 

where Long Wave doesn't matter. 

IfAM matters at all in the UK, t11en 

Long Wave simply can't be left 

out ofilie equation. 

Anotl1er reservation is the fact 

that there are only 12 presets, 

which these days is barely ade­

quate for FM in some areas, let 

alone FM and MW. Also, the back­

lit display, which shares duty 

berween preset numbers and fre­

quencies, is poorly designed for 

rapid retuning. There is no ran­

dom access station selection 

either, only an up/down key for 

manual and preset tuning alike. 

If your listening is limited to 

only a handful of stations, none 

of this will bother you, but you 

may still be disappointed by the 

NAD's performance which is 

pedestrian at best. MW perfor­

mance was almost pathetically 

inadequate, with low sensitivity, 

inordinate levels of whistles and 

interference and a severe loss of 

treble even by AM standards. 

FM was okay, with noisy trans­

missions tamed by the stereo 

blend and, if necessary, the mono 

switch, but even strong ones 

sounded wooden, and the tuner 

was signally lacking in the ability 

to make the hairs stand on end 

given a live Radio 3 relay. 

AlvinGold 

NAD Marketing Ltd, Adastra 

House, 401-405 Nether Street, 

LondonN31QG. 

� 081-343 3240 

VERDICT 
NAD 402 

""" Good looking; sensible entry 
level tuner for NAD owners. 

,.. No LW; wooden FM; wrinkles 
in the control system. 

� £159.95 

SOUND QUALITY 

••ooo 
VALUE FOR MONEY 

••ooo 
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the Arcam Delta system 

Close your eyes and sec Arcam's Delta system of state-of-the-art hi-fi 

components. 

Ignore the fact that the Delta 290 is our finest integrated amplifier, the 

recipient of a coveted Design and Engineering Award fi·om the world's pre­

eminent consumer electronics show, the Chicago CES. Don't be swayed just 

because the UK hi-fi press agree, giving it "a compelling and enthusiastic 

Kccommcndation" "'and describing it as "an amplifier with real clout, able to 

deal with virtually any level of musical complexity"_ '" 

Next cast a jaundiced eye on the Delta 280 tuner. Again, disregard the 

pleasing aesthetics and the convenience of ren1ote control*. Don't even be led 

by reviews revering its sound as "lucid", "warn1" and "attractively open". <JJ 

Then, visit your scepticism on the Delta 270 CD player. "Solidly built", it 

"strikes a balance between smoothness and punch" to gain a class leading, 5 star 

recommendation. <41 

If that's not enough, take a sideways look at our remarkable two-box CD 

player, the Delta 250 CD transport and Black Box 50 DAC. "To justify their 

significant cost, two-box systems really have to offer that little bit extra in terms 

of sound quality; but Arcan1's combination does just that - and more". <51 

Next, move on to the Delta 100 cassette deck. Try to dismiss once again its 

1992 Chicago CES award and the reviewer who gushed, "In the beginning, I 

calJed for a round of applause for Arcam's bravery in producing a British-made 

cassette deck. At the end, I'm asking for a standing ovation".''' 

Finally, muster up your best disinterest for the "extraordinarily well 

engineered" m Delta 2 loudspeakers, "a firm, positive sounding design with bold 

bass and mid and a firm grip on the musical architecture".''' 

In fact, ignore everything anyone else tells you. Ignore even what your eyes 

tell you is true. Just let your ears decide. 

Just listen. Close your eyes, open your mind, and see the light. 

I. H1-Fi Choice. March 1993. 2. Audiophile. Fcbmary \993.3. Audiophilc. April\993. 4. What H1-Fi? Awards issue \993. 5. What Hi-Fi?. November 1993. 6. Hi-Fi World. April\992. 7. \Vh.n Hi-Fi? Awards. 1991.8. Hi-Fi cws Buyers Guide. November 1993 

" CR200 System Rernote Control handset to operate all the electronics listed here is an optional extn. 

ARC AM 

--------�--��� yo7,; /re� �opy if�7,; br;;,d::,�,� -;So7,�isZ.pe�'-b�·o�l�u�e-;;i�hfi,ii de�ail� if�i;e-A,�a�,,-D�lta -;.;;,;g; ;;,d �l�e-,-;,�,� if-y�,;,-;.,�;;,is� de;l�r� �o�'P'�'� �,7ir;,�;;,-thi� �o�po� to-,;s�-------­
In addition, if you would like independenT reviews of any of our lli-fi equipmeTU, please state which products arid we'll be happy to send you rite relevant material, 

A ream, Pembroke Avenue, Waterbeach, Cambridge CB5 9PB. Or teleph011e: (0223) 440964 (24 hours) 

I am interested in reviews on (please state product(s)): _______________________________________________________________________ _ 

Title_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ First Name(s) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Surname ____________________________________________ _ 

Address ------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Postcode -----
---

-
--

-
----

In Aumaha: Stlnr Austraha l't)' Ltd .f Rushdalc St., Scon.-sby 3179. VLctOm. Tcl: (613) 7630177 In Canad..l: Avalon Aud1o Ltd. 101 Hanb.n Rd., Woodbridge. Onuno L4L ]pj Tel: (416) 850 7511 In New Ze�bnd: Av�lon Aud10, PO Box 5373. 119 Wellesley St Auckland Td: (649) 77935\ln 

South Afnn: Ht Fi lnstallatiom. 134A Fox St.,Johannesburg. 2001 Tel: (2711) 3312011\n the USA: Audio Influx Corpor.uion. PO Box 381. Highland Lakes. :-.!ewJcrst\" 07 422-038\ Td: (201) 764 8958. HFC 5/94 



3D ultrasonic 

distortion: Trace of 

second order harmonic 

and intermodulation 

distortions betrays the 

Cyrusii heritage. 

Frequency response: 

Bass roll-off on MM 
is sensible but perhaps 

slightly premature 

for compact disc. 

Mission Cyrus Ill 

Well made; good range of 
facilities; clean up-front sound. 

May prove too forward for 
some tastes. 

� £499.90 

SOUND QUALITY 

••••o 
VALUE FOR MONEY 



STATEMENTS 

M 
etaxas Audio Systems (MAS) is a 

truly international company, 

based in Melbourne. Its range 

of electronics is designed by Kostas 

Metaxas, of Greek extraction, and 

exported all over the world. 

It's fitting that the company's 

£5,500 Opulence preamplifier 

(including phono stage) and £5,900 

Soliloquy monoblok power amplifiers 

should be featured here in 

Statements. TI1is amplifier package 

certainly makes a statement about 

the person who owns it. 

Sophisticated, if rather ostentatious, 

it's almost in the Porsche 911 league. 

Even the glossy MAS brochure is 

Behind this wooden front panel 

lies a massive shielded transformer. 

TI1en come four large golden Fischer 

& Tausch capacitors, a name more 

common in the computer industly. 

As Metaxas is keen to eliminate 

capacitors wherever possible, from 

any circuit, the number of these 

included in either the Soliloquy or the 

Opulence is kept to an absolute 

minimum. TI1e regulation circuit is 

free from capacitors. 

The power amplifiers are claimed 

to be ultra-wide bandwidth devices, 

with a frequency response from DC 

right up to 500kHz -or even higher 

if the wind's in its sails. To help 

Metaxas Audio Systems 

Opulence and Soliloquy 
Alan Sircom j1exes muscles as 

well as ears while coming to 

terms with a seriously butch pre 

and power amp from Australia. 

filled with objet d'art setting off the 

matt black, wood and chrome hi-fi. 

Build quality is superb, as should 

be expected with so expensive a duo 

of products.TI1e distributor in this 

country, UK Distribution, puts great 

store in supplying products that are 

built to last, soMAS is a logical 

product line for them. One of the 

MAS design criteria is to keep the 

signal path as short as possible. Open 

up one of these products and there is 

a distinct absence of wiring looms 

and superfluous signal routing. This 

gives the MAS amplifiers a very high­

tech appearance internally. 

Both amps are big, shiny and 

beautifully finished. The lOOW 

Soliloquy power amplifiers especially 

so, with their wood front panels and 

chrome plated tops. They also have 

large heatsinks at either side and no 

grab handles. This makes them 

difficult to lift without causing an 

'above the knee' injury, the heatsink 

nuzzling into the softest part of the 

lifter's anatomy it can. To make 

n1atters worse, the most logical place 

to hold the Soliloquy, the wooden 

facia, is for decoration only. 
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achieve this extended frequency 

response, the Soliloquy's use ul tl·a fast 

bi-polar devices. One by-product of 

their use is the elimination of most of 

the lag compensation-such as a 

zobel network-used to slow down 

the input stage for 

use with regular 

bipolars or MOSFET 

designs. 

Although the pre 

and power 

amplifiers are 

designed to stand 

alone, the logical 

choice for the 

Soliloquy is the top 

of the range 

Opulence preamp. 

This is said to be the 

result of over 15 

years development. 

The business end of 

the preamp is 

pretentiously 

Large heatsinks 
along the sides 
of the massive 
M etaxas Soliloquy 
power amplifier 
(below) but no 
grab handles. 

called a 'mainframe', but this is just a 

sign of a manufacturer being proud 

of its flagship. 

The preamp's two boxes are 

slightly different, having a more 

conventional appearance. Though a 

chromed top panel gives the Opulence 

an up-market appearance, it would 

still look more at home in a 

laborat01y. In its previous guise, with 

extensive correction circuitry fitted 

into the top panel, it looked even 

more suited to the lab.TI1e preamp 

comes with a separate power supply, 

which is essentially a power 

amplifier to drive the Opulence's 

transformer. Internal voltage 

regulation is by matched transistors 

but, once again, no capacitors. 

As the Opulence preamplifier runs 

in Class A it gets hot. As hot as most 

valve amplifiers, in fact. It won't 

burn little hands that can't resist a 



minutes to warm up after each 

switch on. Additionally, it's well to 

treat these amps with respect. The 

instruction manual suggests that 

doing all those stupid things we do 

Wood front panels and 
chrome plated tops give the 
Metaxas amps real presence. 

by accident (such as unplugging the 

mains while the power amp is still 

on, or switching the preamp off 

before the power amplifier) is likely 

to blow a fuse. Yet after the listening 

test, I tried a few 'accidental' tricks 

and the fuse remained unflustered. 

It is important to be scrupulous 

about laying interconnects and 

speaker cables. The 

with the fastest of guitar runs and 

tab la rolls with the speed normally 

associated with single-ended valve 

amplifiers, and makes similarly 

powered solid-state amplifiers 

sluggards by 

comparison. 

There is plenty of 

detail from the MAS 

combination, especially 

in the treble.TI1is is not 

to say that there is a 

lack of bass, or bass 

definition- the MAS 

will play a bass line as 

well as the best solid 

state amplifiers. 

However, the sheer 

detail from the treble is 

the most noticeable 

feature of the amplifier 

combination.TI1is 

bright, shiny top end 

borders on hardness 

and can render some 

over-processed eighties' 

recordings almost unlistenable. 

But the main stumbling block is its 

lack of dynamic shading. Playing 

passages from Mozart's Requiem 

proved that, although it is more than 

capable of handling the swells of the 

orchestra as a whole, the dynamics of 

individual instruments became lost. 

However, when used with a pair of 

resolution of the amplifier 

appears so great that 

anything less is not worth 

considering. I discovered a 

partially loose connection in 

a phono plug which, in other 

systems, was not noticeable. 

If any component is not in the top league, 

the amps will betray the culprit with 

surprising honesty. 

The number of 
capacitors used in 
both the Opulence 

and Soliloquy is kept 
to a minimum; four 

big Fischer & Tausch 
caps grace the rear 

deck of the Soliloquy. 

chrome plated surface, but keeping it 

constantly powered will keep the 

listening room warm and make a bit 

of a blot on the electricity bill. It takes 

about an hour to come on song again 

after it's powered down, so you may 

feel it's a worthwhile expense. 

The preamp needs a good 24 hours 

to burn in before proper use and the 

power amplifiers take at least 15 

The MAS amps revealed it with ease. 

TI1is is the combo's strongest 

point. It would make a perfect tool to 

assess equipment by. If a cartridge is 

not set at exactly the correct tracking 

force, or if any component is not in 

the top league, the amps will betray 

the culprit with surprising honesty. 

This can make the amplifier hard to 

live with, as it will sow the seeds of 

continual upgrading. You can hear 

eve1ything that is happening in the 

sources or even the cables. 

Combining the amp with an 

equally analytical pair of speakers, 

something with the reputation of the 

Wilson WAITs for example, will 

produce a system that can strip bare 

any component slotted into it. 

Its other great strength is the speed 

of delive1y. Getting rid of all those 

capacitors and removing the Jag 

compensation components makes 

for one fast amplifier. It can keep up 

electrostatic loudspeakers, as used by 

the designer of the am.plifiers, this 

may prove unimportant.1l1ere was 

also a loss of air around instruments, 

in a simple acoustic mix. Once again, 

this could be compensated for by 

using electrostatic speakers. 

In truth, I am a little perplexed by 

the MAS Soliloquy and Opulence. 

Anyone looking for the ultimate 

amplifier for a pair of large 

electrostatic speakers should add 

this MAS pair to the must-listen-to 

list.TI1e package is beautifully made, 

it has more speed and pace t11an 

Linford Christie, more detail than an 

Ansel Adams photograph, and more 

treble than Ella Fitzgerald. Yet the 

hard high frequencies, lack of air and 

dynamic contrast, leave me cold, 

especially at the asking price. 

Metaxas, UKDistribtLtion, 23 Richings 

Way, lver, Bucks SW 9DA. � (0753) 652669 
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Experience a personal service second to none. 

At Sound Gallery we will help you tailor a hi-fi 

system that sounds exactly the way you want it, 

not the way you've been told it should sound. 

Experience the options in the neutral conditions of 

our demonstration room, and the professional 

home installation of your desired system. 

0494 531682 
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.STATEMENTS 

B& AV9000 system 
All style and no bottle or a triumph of form 
over function? Alvin Gold tries the high life. 

T 
heAV9000 extends the Bang & 

Olufsen line of all-in-<Jne 

systems with a £9,775 package 

that is a fully integrated hi-fi cum 

home theatre set-up. Included in the 

system is a 66cm 1V and a hi-fi video 

cassette recorder, as well as an array 

of audio sources, combined with a 

Dolby Pro-Logic decoder and 

loudspeaker package.TI1e speakers 

are active designs with on-board 

amplifiers and some hefty 

equalisation to achieve a full 

bandwidth from the slim enclosures. 

You don't want for much.TI1e 

radio tuner is a 30 preset design with 

the usual three wavebands and RDS. 

The cassette deck and CD player are 

simple, quality designs, and the VCR 

has long play facilities. Various 

remote controls are available, 

including the Beo!ink 5000 which is a 

classic of modern design. Slim yet 

solid and heavy, it is a two-way 

handset with a see through display 

panel that reads back status 

information even as you're watching 

the 1V screen. 

There are some limitations to the 

AV9000, not all of which are readily 

explicable. One is that the cassette 

deck only has a 

single transport 

mechanism with 

the obvious 

limitations in 

versatility this 

implies. But the 

customer who 

buys systems of 

this kind isn't the 

sort who will be 

faffing around 

dubbing cassettes 

or making long 

absentee 

recordings off air. 

The tape will 

simply be a part 

time adjunct to 

the CD player, 

used for making 

tapes for the ............. 
car, or to play _.. 

the odd prerecorded cassette tape. 

It is harder to explain the rather 

limited picture quality on offer. I 

found it lacking in the ability to 

produce dense blacks or fully 

saturated whites, and colour 

reproduction seemed pasty.TI1e set is 

clearly best adapted to darkened 

surroundings (despite a fabulously 

expensive multi-layer, anti-reflective 

coating on the outer glass faceplate). 

Much has been made of the 

cosmetic features of theAV9000. The 

doors that open discreetly and the 

panel lights that come on as the hand 

approaches the audio module, only 

to close and switch off, with equal 

decorum, when the hand is 

withdrawn.TI1e 1V set which swivels 

on its moorings to face the listener, 

though this is not as useful as it 

sounds as the speaker listening axis 

can't be altered (particularly 

important in stereo and Pro-Logic 

operation). 

Perhaps most magical of all is the 

way the televison's electronic 

housekeeping is kept under wraps, so 

that if you t11rn the set off the 

shutters smoothly close behind the 

glass faceplate before the tube is 

switched off, and vice versa. 

For the writer, however, 

the real point of this system 

is the seamless integration 

it provides between audio and visuaL 

One striking capability is that as far 

as possible it automatically senses 

and reacts to the sound source. Mono 

1V sound, for example, is reproduced 

through the centre speaker alone. 

Stereo 1V or audio sound is 

reproduced from left and right 

speakers, while Dol by Pro-Logic 

decoding, which cannot be identified 

directly, is available by selecting five 

speaker sound on the remote controL 

In all cases, sound quality is never 

less than civilised and detailed. At 

best it is truly impressive, with a 

surprisingly sure footed bass, 

tremendous soundstaging and a very 

effective Pro-Logic decoder, all 

backed by a clarity and articulation 

that wi.ll surprise those who think 

B&O is all style and no bottle. 

Other qualities are not in doubt. 

The AV9000 is as near perfect a piece 

of industrial design as I know of in 

the audio/visual arena. It's a genuine 

u·iumph of form over function in the 

sense that, despite the emphasis on 

aesthetics and style, the design is 

highly functionaL One striking 

example is the centre speaker built 

into the1Vbase, the enclosure of 

which was designed using the same 

criteria a good loudspeaker designer 

would bring to bear. As a result, the 

B&O 1V sound is a revelation. 

Visually, though, this system is 

strong meat and it won't suit all 

surroundings. It was memorably 

described by someone as being 

perfect for the stripped pine set. It is, 

but he forgot the pink champagne 

and theBMW. 

B&OUKLtd, 

Eastbrook 

Road, Glos GL4 

7DE. e (0452) 

307377 

B&O's stylish 
hi-fi cum home 
theatre set-up 
boasts active 
speakers, 66cm 
TV, a VCR and 
audio sources. 
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The Digital Compact Cassette When it comes to 

sound quality, for Sting "good" just isn't good enough. He demands that his musiC 1s 

reproduced perfectly. That's why he is so impressed with Philips latest invention. DCC. 

A digital cassette with the pure sound quality of a compact disc and the convenience 

of a compact cassette. There's a complete range of equipment, so you can play your 

DCC anywhere, in the home, in the car or on the street. And don't worry about your 

collection of ordinary compact cassettes, the beauty of the DCC system is that it will play them too. DCC is already a big hit with the 

major record companies with hundreds of titles already available. So don't make a mistake, choose DCC. For details of stockists and 

-'cDIGICTAL 

further information telephone 081-665 6350. ��c r CAss'"" 

DCC 600 Player/Recorder 

FW 91 DCC System 

DCC 130 Portable 

. .... - ...... 

!!:_ ') "l 

- "' - - -· - ..,..,. .. 

�� - -� :":" ... ... . .. _ . 
- 't.!' "!' - ''"' • J • • • •• 

DCC 811 In-car 





Efficiency drive 
My system corn prises a Linn LP-

12turntable with an Ittokarm 

and K-9cartridge, a Linn Intek 

amplifier, and Linn Helix 

speakers bi-wired with K-

20/NAC-5 cable. I really liked the 

system until I moved to an odd 

shaped flat where the sound lost 

all its weight and character. 

I was told that a reflex 

speaker would never work in 

such a strange room, and was 

offered a set ofRega EIAs 

instead. These definitely worked 

better than the Linns in the 

room, and I put their lack of 

oomph down to room size. 

I've sinced moved again, to a 

house with a concrete floor, and 

I've become unhappy with the 

EIA's lack of clout. I have £1,000 

to spend on my system and 

upgrading the speakers will be 

my main priority. What would 

24 Hi-Fi Choice May 1994 

Our experts solve your hifi queries 

you suggest I go and listen to? 

BMurray, 
Newtown Abbey, Belfast. 

What you need is an effident 

speaker that can make the most of 

your existing equipment without 

revealing too many weaknesses. 

Perhaps the best model, given 

your requirements, might be the 

Impulse H-6. This horn-loaded 

design is gutsy and live sounding, 

yet it still has plenty of refinement 

and control. It costs about £250 over 

your budget, but you owe it to 

yourself to hear it before making up 

your mind. After all, what's the 

point in spending £1,000 and not 

getting exactly what you want? 

Impulse do a cheaper model, the 

H-7, but this is more critical than its 

bigger brother when it comes to 

partnering equipment. The Mission 

753 would also be worth hearing. 

Not only does it have a big sound, it 

also boasts plenty of presence. 

M 
y system consists of a Rote! 

RCD-965BX CD player, a 

Rote! RA-940BX amplifier, 

a Rote! RT-930AX tuner, an Aiwa 

AD-F410 cassette deck and a pair 

of Mission 760i speakers. 

!listen to this system at mod­

erate volume 

levels out of 

respect for the 

neighbours, 

andlhave to 

use small speak­

ers on wall brac­

kets owing to a 

lack of space. I 

find the sound 

rather boring and lacking in 

punch. Could you please let me 

know how I can obtain a more 

exciting sound. My living room 

measures 1Oft x 15ft, and I listen 

to both pop and classical music. 

G Major, London SW3. 

Yours is a common complaint, and 

one simple DIY solution might be to 

replace the internal wadding 

(damping) inside your speakers 

with a set ofDeflex panels. 

Experiment first by taking the 

d(lmping out of one enclosure 

altogether, carefully noting how it's 

arranged so you can put it all back 

again if you don't like the result! 

Remove the bass/mid drive unit to 

gain access to the internal wadding. 

Be careful though, as tampering 

with your sp�akers in this way will 

invalidate any warranty. 

Assuming that your speakers are 

out of warranty and that you've 

taken a screw-

dh ver to one of 

them, listen in 

mono to the diff­

erence between it 

and the o1iginal 

at low levels and 

see what you 

think. There 

should be a 

'freeing up' of the sound, along with 

a greater sense of speed and fine 

detail. Adding three or fow-Defiex 

panels per enclosure should add a 

little extra control as well. 

Remember too, that there will 

always be a loss of detail and 

immediacy if music is played at low 

levels, if only because of the ear's 

failing frequency response at bass 

and treble extremes as levels are 

reduced. Bearing this in mind, 

expehmenting with speaker 

damping might well be the 

simplest and cheapest way to get 

the result you are looking for. Ring 

Deflex's UK disthbutor � {0625) 

500507 for details of thei1- panels. 



A question of bass 
I have a Marantz CD-50SE CD 

player, Marantz PM-50 amplifier 

and Mission 763 speakers. I am 

pleased with the system overall, 

but I would like more bass. 

As I am unemployed, I cannot 

afford to change any of the 

components in my system but 

wonder if you might be able to 

recommend some new 

interconnect cables? I currently 

use QED 79 strand speaker cable 

in a bi-wired configuration. 

PSmith, 
Blad<pool, Lancs. 

To a degree, it all depends on what 

you mean by better bass. Do you 

want the bass to go deeper, cleaner 

and clearer or are you just looking 

for solid low frequencies without 

actually worrying too much about 

a warm, sweet sound? 

If it's the latter, one inexpensive 

solution might be to replace your 

QED 79 stmnd cable with some twin 

and earth solid-core mains cable 

from your local hardware store. You 

could even try thick 30A cable to go 

to the bassjmid unit and the 

standard 15A grade for the tweeter. 

This will certainly make the low 

frequencies far firmeT. 

The moTe sophisticated (and moTe 

costly) alternative might be to try a 

set ofDNM solid core cables between 

the CD player and amp, along with 

a custom designed speaker cable. 

Audioquest do a rather good speaker 

cable, the F-14, which should give 

you a much warmer,fu!ler sound 

when used in conjunction with the 

DNM interconnect. 

The impossible dream 
I have an Aiwa XC -700 CD player, 

a Musical Fidelity Synthesis 

amplifier, a pair of Spend or 

SP-1 speakers and a Walker 

C]-55 turntable with Linn LV-X 

arm and Audio-Technica 

AT-F3 cartridge. 

For years I only ever listened 

to classical music and acoustic 

jazz. The sound of the system 

was fine- ethereal imaging, 

good stereo, and great 

musicality. My problems began 

when I rediscovered the rock 

and roll of my youth. Now my 

system sounds far too polite 

when playing rock and lacks 

dynamism. 

How can I have it all? I want a 

clean, mellow sound for 

classical and jazz music, but a 

harder, raunchier edge for rock 

MDjago, 
Athens, Greece. 

SpendoT SP-ls are polite. 

T11ey're not Teally a rock speaker, nor is 

the Synthesis a hard hitting amp. It 

will be difficult to 'have it a!!'. 

You could try another amplifier, in 

an attempt to balance your needs. 

The YamahaAX-570 gives quite a 

forward sound, with more detail and 

dynamics tlwn the old Synthesis. 

Ditto the ArcamAipha 6. 

A different pair of speakers is the 

other option, but you must bear in 

mind the shortcomings of your 

current speakers. T11e SpendorSP-1s 

sound polite partly because the 

crossover is quite complex. The 

connections are not soldered in place 

either. If they were, the sound would 

improve in dynamics and control. 

Aside from DIY modifications to 

the Spendors, your best bet would be 

to audition a few alternatives such 

as the Mission 753s, the Castle 

Chesters and possibly even the new 

Mordaunt-Short MS-40. Slightly 

smaller, but ve1y capable, is the 

Monitor Audio MA201 which is also 

making a lot of friends for itself 

Tough act to follow 
My system consists of a Sugden 

amplifier and tuner, a TI1orens 

TD125/II turntable with SME 

tone arm and Shure V-15 

cartridge, plus a Neal cassette 

deck. My speakers are AR-3a 

improved models. 

Unfortunately, the Neal has 

developed a rattle. It's probably 

something loose in the motor 

because the sound disappears if! 

place the deck upright on its side. 

My problem is whether or not to 

repair this rather elderly deck, or 

put the cost of the repair towards 

a brand new machine. I was 

thinking of the Dolby S equipped 

Sony611S, theNakamichiDR-3,or 

theAkai 

GX-95II. 

}Green, 
Clitheroe, Lancs. 

With most cassette decks over 15 yeaTS 

old, it pmbably wouldn't be wmth 

spending a lot on repairs. However, in 

the case of the Neal, which is a class 

act, you should try getting in touch 

with London Sound in Harrow 

(m 081-868 9222) who used to be Neal 

specialists. They may be able to repair 

the deck, or point you in the direction 

of someone who can. 

If you can getthe Neal up and 

nmning, you probably won't want to 

replace it. But if it can't be repaired, or 

you want to add a new deck don't set 

your sights too high. 

The Thorens tumta ble at the heart 

of your system is no longer the 

ult:imate source, and a tape deck such 

as the Aiwa AD-F81 0 (£230), the 

Denon DR%10 (£200) or the Technics 

RS-BX646 (£230) will be more than 

adequate. You could also look at the 

£260 AiwaAD-F410. 
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TOP ***** RATING 

Hi. Fi 
AUGUST 1993 

WORLD 
'Mighty Mlnlalureo· 

Compare our pMce and qualt!y to Mis31on 7&J, \Nharfadale Diamond 
and Tannoy 603. They've had the ma11<et all to themselves. Until now ... 

130mm bass/mid unit on cast chaa8iA 
FINISH DIRECT Size 30x16x20an RAP 

Black Ash jA-29 £89 
MINETTE 2 Anthracite Magnatex p49 £109 

Walnut I Mahogany p-19 £129 veneer 

Black Ash p49 £109 
MINETTEu..o'� Anthracite Magnatex p� £129 

Walnut I Mahogany �9 £149 veneer 

Add £5 carriage on Minette 

HOME THEATRE 
Speaker systems 

Look at this for stunning value I 
OTHER COt.eiNATlONS AVAILABE UPON REQUEST RAP DIRECT 

One pair d R.A. Front s.tell;teepuklwl: 

A/V �,c:t"' One pair ol R.A. Rear Sa!elllle �ers j : 299 £179 One •hlelded R.A. centre speaker 
Ono RA Mla& at.bwooler 

One pair of R.A. Mlnette 2'a 

.A.IJl; "'""' 
Top *'*'***rating What HI· A? May 1993 

£249 t-1'-"'0" One pair o1 RA sa18lll!e opeak.,. � 
One ollloldod A .A. centre speaker 

One A.A. Gold slbwoofer 

One pair o1 RA Ml.- Gelds 

A/V (;..o\b. 
One paJr of RA satellite tpeaken 

£349 On• ah._.ded R.A. cenf1"8 apukar j:499 
One R.A. G� atbwoafer 
One pair of RA.� etanda 

Add £12 carriage on AN systems 

WHAT HI·FI? AUGUST 1993 

The new-look RAB's offer a v1ew of music that's Involving 
and Intriguing. Their clear. uncoloured sound brims w1th detail.' 

Size 42 x 25.5 x 25cm 

WHAT HI•FI? AWAADS 1992 
'\lltollty. rhy!hrrlc drive and refinement' 

Over 1 000 pairs supplied to the BBC 
Bl·wtrabl& otudlo monitor quality loudapeakers 

Flat frequency reeponse from 60Hz to 20kl-lz. 
100 wetts power handling 

WHAT HI•FI? FEB 1993 
0lnforrnattve, musical """'k"" 
with genuine mon�or QJC>IIty. o 

HOME AND STUDIO 
RECORDING FIBRUARV 1991 
'DetoN&d sound. snoo1h bass.good 
lranolenl reproduction. 0 

25mm fobrlc dome tweeter wtth ferrofluld cooling 

200mm oobex coned beaalmid un� on cut chasllia 

FINISH RAP DIRECT 

RA8 series 2 Black Ash j:269 
Walnut I Mahogany .:--:u-6 

veneer �03 

£199 

£249 

D I R E C T 
HIGHLY RESPECTED SINCE 1947 

ONLY TOP QUALITY CAST MAGNESIUM AllOY USED FOR OUR MINETTE AND RA8 
BASS UNIT CHASSIS (UNLIKE THE COMPETITION WHO USE INFERIOR PRESSED STEEL) 

All SPEAKERS COME WITH A 5 YEAR GUARANTEE 

CIJTTING OlJT THE RETAILER AND SEWNG DIRECT MEANS HUQE SAVINQS FOR YOU 

TRY THE SPEAKERS IN YOUR HOME WITH YOUR SYSTEM AT YOUR LEISURE 

IF NOT DELIGHTED RETURN THEM WITHIN 7 DAYS FOR A FULL REFUND 
- � ------------------

1 
H�� 

NAME 

I ...,.,.,... I 
I I 
I POSTCODE T'El1FHONE 

I 
I MODEL MINETIE 2 0 MINrnE ' MAGNA lEX D MINETTE 2 WAI...HIJT 0 UINETTE 2 t.w-I()Q4NV 0 I 
I MIIETTE l30l.D 0 MINETTE GOLD MAGJ<MlEX 0 MINEITE GOLD WJUIJf D WIHETIE OOlD I.WiOG. 0 I 
I fWI 0 fWI OO<.DW...,.UT 0 fVo8 00<.0 w.HOOANV 0 I 
I 

AIVMICRA 0 /Oo/VMMHN 0 /Oo/VOOLD D I 
PAVMENr CHEQUE 0 VISA 0 .ACCESS 0 OTli� l'f«lte tick box 

I I 
�- -� I I PlecJ>e allow 14 days /or delivery 
SIGNAMl£ Cheques pa)Oble to ' 

I a . . _/ J Richard Allon Audio Ltd.. Bradford Road. I 

1
1 
�!=� rd'k:;. �19'WI. ����onF�7�o=:� 1

1 _ ---- � _ Telephone 0274 872442 
�-------------------- J 



Buzzing the hi-fi 
My system consists of a Meridian 

602 CD transport and 606 DAC, a 

Manticore M antra turntable, 

plus a tuner and a couple of 

Yamaha cassette decks. 

I also have a pair ofMeridian 

M-60 active speakers which are 

driven by a Michaelson Da Vinci 

preamp. Unfortunately, I've got 

a problem with an intermittent 

medium-pitched buzz. It 

usually starts at around five 

o'clock in the evening, and 

continues at regular intervals 

for the rest of the night. I can't 

say exactly how long it lasts, 

because 1 switch the amp off for 

fear of damaging the speakers. 

I've checked known causes like 

the freezer and the fridge.TI1ese 

have been working when the 

buzzing starts, but it occurs even 

when they're switched off. I've 

tried fitting a RATA super clamp 

mains suppressor and a mains 

conditioner, but to no avail. 

I do live quite close to a naval 

base, however, and I wondered 

ifl'm picking up radio or radar 

through my FM aerial? 

LButler, 

Portland, Dorset. 

InteJference from the naval base is a 

possibility, though whether it's 

being picked up by your FM aerial is 

a moot point. Presumably, the 

buzzing om1rs regardless of the 

input selected, and is 

also independent of 

volume. If so, this 

indicates it's being 

picked up after the 

preamp stage. 

When yournn 

long cables betw-

een a preamp and 

power amp (or 

active speakers) 

there's always a 

chance of picking 

up inteJference. The buzz shouldn't 

jeopardise your systeJn, so next time it 

happens move the preamp-to-speaker 

cables about and see if the buzz's 

intensity alters. 

If these cables are too close to the 

mains cables, separate them. These 

interconnect leads must be screened. If 

they're longer than necessary, shorten 

them.lt may be an idea to try a 

different preamp as well. If you're 

driving a long lead set it's ve1y 

important that your preamp has a 

low output impedance to avoid any 

noise pickup. 

If the noise goes when the preamp 

is switched off, this strongly suggests 

that the preamp is at fault, though 

the problem itself may be something 

quite unrelated to the preamp -like 

an unusual air-borne inteiference. 

The likelihood is that some outside 

disturbance is causing the buzz. 

With careful detective work, you 

should be able to find out how and 

where it's occuning. 

Small room, big sound· 
At present. my system consists 

of a Pioneer A-400 amplifier and 

a Pioneer PD-$901 CD player. I 

now want a pair of speakers 

costing up to £400, but I am 

having a hard time choosing a 

suitable model. 

At the moment I'm leaning 

towards a pair 

ofPioneer S-4UK 

speakers, so as 

to have an all 

Pioneer set up. 

Is this a good 

idea, or are 

there better 

alternatives? I 

have little space 

in my room so 

any speakers 

will have to be 

sited quite close to the rear wall. 

I love rock and heavy metal 

music. 

I Slator, 

Hoddesdon, Herts. 

The S-4 UK is a good speaker. Pionee1· 

took a great deal of care over its 

design, knowing the UK to be a very 

tough, competitive market. It is 

certainly a ve1y detailed and 

articulate speaker, so if you like the 

sound go ahead. We would not seek 

to dissuade you from buying it. 

Do listen to the alternatives 

available to you before making up 

your mind, though. Base 305s would 

be worth t1ying, given your taste in 

music, and the Epos ES-11 is clear 

and transparent, if slightly bass shy. 

The SD Acoustics SD-3 is good too, 

though we find it sounds better with 

the port blocked. 

Bi-wired for sound 
My system comprises a Rote! RA-

960BX amplifier, a Rote! RCD­

%5BX CD player and Mission 753 

speakers. I've just bought the 

Missions and I'm very pleased 

with the sound. 

However, I'm concerned 

about hi-wiring the speakers 

with QED 79 strand cable. It's 

produced a dramatic improve­

ment in the sound, but are my 

runs of about 5.75m excessively 

long? I know it would be okay for 

a standard set up, but is it a 

problem when hi-wiring? 

1 am. also looking for advice on 

the right cable to use. Would I do 

better with a decent solid core 

cable and, if so, what type would 

you recommend? 

PBone, 

Gillngharn, Kent. 

Cost is the only problem with long 

cable nms when bi-wiring- you 

double your outlay. Long runs might 

actually improve the effects of 

bi-wiring, as the natural resistance of 

the cable itself increases the isolation 

between the two halves of the 

cmssover, reducing any interactive 

effects. You wouldn't want this 

resistance to increase too much, 

though, so ve1y long nms wouldn't be 

a good idea- 5m or so should be fine. 

Audioquest F-14 is a good solid core 

cable; a terminated 5m set should cost 

you about£45. This cable will give a 

tighter, firmer sound than your QED, 

with greater clmity and bite. 

Be aware that when you switch 

from a heavy, stranded cable nike 79 

strand) to a solid core, you may find 

the latter stark and clearly detailed. 

In other respects, however, the results 

should be a real improvement. 
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248 Lee High Road 
Lewisham London SE13 SPL 
Tel: 081 318 5755 & 081 852 1321 

S y S T E M S Fax: 081 318 0909 ,r-��������� 

H i-fi Specialists ��� 

�� �=;;;=�=��l'lli !I I 

Cassette 

range now 
available 

Aiwa ADF 810... . .... £199.00 

Aiwa ADWX 929 .. . . ...... £229.00 

Denon DRM540 (NEW) .. . .. £159.00 

De non DRS61 0 .. . ... £199.00 

Denon DRW760 ................ ...... £249.00 

NAD 602 (NEW) ............ .. ....... £199.00 

Nakamichi DR 3 .. .. ......... £349.00 

Nakamichi DR 2 .. . ............. £599.00 

Nakamichi DR 1 .. ................. ... £849.00 

Yamaha KX 260 .................. ..... £159.00 

Yamaha KX 360 . . .............. .... .£189.00 

Loudspeaker 
KEF 030..... . .... £349.00 

KEF 1 03/4 (Bik) ......... £929 00 

Linn Keilidh .. .. ................ .. .... £595.00 

Mission 760se .. ..£149.00 

Mission 751 (NEW) .... £299.00 

Mission 753 ..... . ..... £699.00 

Ruark Swordsman 2 .. . ....... £299.00 

Ruark Templar (Oak).. . ...... £479.00 

Rega Kyte .. . ...... £198.00 

Rega XEL (NEW) ... £1 040.00 

Roger LS2a/2 . . . ...... £229.00 

Tannoy 605/2 ..... £169.00 

Tannoy 607 .... .. .... £219.00 

THE CHOICE IS YOURS 

We demonstrate everything we sell 
so you can be sure that any of the 
products you see advertised here 
are on display and available for 
audition. 
Our helpful and experienced staff 
are on hand every day (except 
Thursday and Sunday) to help 
explore the possibilities open to 
you. We welcome your visit. 

•Two listening rooms 
•Two year minimum guarantee 
•Free 24hr delivery service 
eO% Finance available,see below 
•Part exchange service available 
•Outstanding product range from: 

AIWA • ARCAM • AUDIO TECHNICA • CYRUS 

DENON • HEYBROOK • JPW • MARANTZ • UNN 

PRODUCTS • MISSION • NAD • NAIM AUDIO 

NAKAMICHI • POLK • QUAD • ROTEL • REGA 

RUARK • ROGERS • SOUND ORG • SPENDOR 

TARGET· T ANNOY· WOODSIDE • YAMAHA 

Come and Listen 
FREE 24HR DELIVERY 

For most stock items 
Please call for details 

Source 

Area m Alpha 5 . . . ...... £449.00 

Linn Mimik (NEW) . ......... £798.00 

Marantz CD53 (NEW) ........ £199.00 

Marantz CD63 (NEW) ........ £249.00 

Marantz CD52/2se .. . ...... £299.00 

Rotel RCD 965BX Discrete ...... £375.00 

Rega Planar 2 ... . ........ £198.00 

Rega Planar 3 .. .................... .... £260.00 

Amplifier 

Arcam Alpha 5 ................ . ...... £229.00 

Arcam Alpha 6 .. . ..... £329.00 

Cyrus 3 (NEW) .. . .................... £499.00 

Denon AVC 3020 ....... £729.00 

Denon AVC 1530 ....... £479.00 

Marantz PM44se .. . ...... £199.00 

NAD 302 ..... . ........ £169.00 

Rotel RA960BX/2 .. . . .............. .£325.00 

Linn Majik- Line Level (NEW). £524 00 

Naim Nait 3 (NEW) . ........... £499.00 

Tuner 

Arcam Alpha 5 .. . ............. £219.00 

Cyrus FM7 Tuner (NEW) .......... £399.00 

Denon TU260L .... ..................... £119.00 

NAD 402 (NEW) ................. ..... £159.00 

Naim NAT 03 (NEW) ................ £499.00 

Rotel RT930AX ........................ £175.00 

0% INTEREST FREE CREDIT 
Up to £1000 Instant Credit available to personal Callers 

10% Deposit, Balance over 6 or 9 months (£350 min) 
0% A.P.R. Please telephone for details supplied on request 

(e.g. System: Marantz CD63 I Marantz PM 44se I Mission 780se. Total Price £625.00 

Deposit: £62.50. Plus 9 equal payments of £62.50. Price includes VAT and all leads). 

� a Tel: 081 318 5755 & 081 852 1321 • I vzsA j � Opening times : 1 O.OOam to 6.30pm Monday to Saturday (Closed Thursday) 



Tell us what you think about Hi-Pi and music 

All out of able cable 
Following advice from your 

Directory, I bought a length of 

Mission stranded speaker cable. 

This has improved the sound of 

my current system (Quad 

amplification, Rogers speakers) 

to such an extent that I have 

given up, for the time being, 

any ideas of upgrading. 

It is a pity that Mission have 

now withdrawn this product 

from the market- I think I 

bought the last 10 metres in 

London. Perhaps they can be 

persuaded to re-introduce it? 

Having tried practically all 

available cables for under £5 per 

metre, I can confidently say that 

this particular type of cable 

outperforms everything else on 

the market. 

AVarlaam, 

Wandsworth, London. 

The sky's the limit 
I'd like to say how dismayed I 

am about your Direct01yentries 

in the amplifier section. 

The choice of amplifiers is 

totally unbalanced as they 

range in price from £80 to over 

£43,000- how can you compare 

a Mini to a BMW? What I am 

concerned about is which 

amplifier performs best, 

irrespective of price. 

For example, I think the YEA 

lntegre (£1 ,200) is a fine 

amplifier, which performs 

extremely well by any 

standards and at any price. 

Are Best Buy and 

Recommended flags used for 

expensive products as well as 

cheaper, budget models? 

PBenson, 

Cottingham, N Humberside. 

All products reviewed in our group 

tests, regardless of 

price, can be awarded a 

Recommended or Best Buy flag, in the 

context qfthat group. 

Alan Sircom, Reviews Ed. 

A battle of the giants 
Some people tell me that Naim 

gear is rubbish, vastly over­

priced, unreliable, gimmicky 

and that without its glowing 

green logos, it wouldn't sell 

enough units to keep Naim boss 

Julian Vereker in cigars. 

Other people 

tell me that Lin n 

equipment 

(except for the 

almost 

universally­

admired LP12) is 

the biggest joke 

in hi-fi and that 

the people who 

buy it don't 

know anything 

about hi-fi- or 

even listen to music. 

I think that it's time that such 

rivalry was put to the test. I 

propose a British heavy weight 

CD championship, with all your 

reviewers taking part, pitting 

the top Linn system against the 

top Naim system. 

To the best of my knowledge, 

no magazine has ever done this 

sort of direct comparison, and I 

think that your readers would 

absolutely love to read 

something along these lines- I 

definitely would., 

Anthony Edwards, 

Chislehurst, Kent_ 

I 
've been collecting CDs from 

all over the world since early 

1984, and now have nearly 

3,000 discs. In that time, I've 

had eight discs display visible 

signs of rot(six of those eight 

became unplayable). Of the 

eight discs, seven of them were 

manufactured by PDO/UK, so I 

read Barry Fox's Acid Attack on 

CDs (issue 128) article with 

great interest. In all instances 

I've encountered, the label side 

of the disc has turned 

brownish, while the playback 

side remains its normal silver 

colour. Reflectivity appears 

normal, so I assume that it's 

the data layer beneath the label 

which has been destroyed. 

PDO/UK may be mistaken in 

believing that only discs 

housed in cardboard sleeves 

are effected. Both myself and a 

friend have had our copies of 

Polydor's The Who-Rarities CD 

turn brownish and partly 

unplayable. This CD is housed 

in a regular plastic jewel case, 

not in cardboard. Thankfully, 

recent copies are pressed in 

Germany by PMDC, and these 

discs play fine. 

But, while I can easily 

purchase new copies of album 

length CDs, the Polygram and 

Phonogram British CD singles 

lost to PDO rot are, for the most 

part, deleted and irreplaceable. 

I also worry about my 

collection of five inch CD Vs 

which were made at PDO/UK. 

This company's poor quality 

control could have contributed 

to the demise of the five inch 

CDV format. It also seems 

significant tl1at the PAL 

Laserdisc format didn't take off 

until other plants came on line. 

As for Polygram and 

Phonogram, tl1eir 

unwillingness to address tl1e 

problem of the faulty, rotting 

CD product now in consumer 

hands shakes the public's trust 

in their products. 

PhilCohen, 

Florida, USA_ 
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MUSICAL IMAGES 

Hounslow 

081 569 5802 

MUSICAL IMAGES 

Edgeware 

081 952 5535 

RIVERSIDE HI·FI 

East Twickenham 

081 892 7613 

DIVA 

Wandsworth Common 

071 924 5286 

BRENlWOOD MUSIC CENTRE 

Brentwood 

0277 221210 

DEFINITIVE AUDIO 

Brighton 

SIGNALS 

Ipswich 

0273 208649 

0473 622866 

BURDEN ELECTRONICS 

Swindon 

0793 613733 

ENGLISH AUDIO 

Hereford 

0432 355081 

GRANGE HI-FI 

Burton on Trent 

0283 33655 

DEFINITIVE AUDIO 

Nottingham 

0602 813562 

AMADEUS SOUND & VISION 

Sutton Coldfield 

021 354 2311 

ROMERS HI-FI 

Black burn 

0254 887799 

PRACTICAL HI-FI 

Manchester 

061 839 8569 

PRACTICAL HI-FI 

Warrington 

0925 32179 

PRACTICAL HI-FI 

Blackpool 

0253 300599 

SERIOUS KIT 

Manchester 

061 707 4823 

ACTION ACOUSTICS 

Cleveland 

0642 480723 

DOUG BRADY 

Warrington 

0925 828009 

AUDIO CLINIC 

York 

0904 646309 

ISLAND HI-FI 

Isle of Wight 

0983 563993 

MUSIC MILL 

Edinburgh 

031 555 3963 

a 5 u n 

d e s g n e d 

L 

q u e a 5 a 5 g n a t u r e 

"A big five swrs for \'alve nwestro Audio 111110\YIIions'' 

WHAT HI-FI- March '94 

a n d rn a n u f a c t u r e d  n t h e 

Audio Components Limited 

U K 

Albany Court, Albany Road, Granby Industrial Estate, Weymouth, Dorset DT4 9TH. United Kingdom 

Telephone: 0305 76'10'17 Facsimile: 0305 76'1492 



Don't miss next month's jam-packed issue of 

Systems 
Is sound quality 
sacrificed in favour of 
convenience and 
cosmetic style?We look at 
six systems in total, three 
separates based set-ups and 
three new stylish integrated 
models. All fall into the 
same price bracket but how 
do they measure u p?We 
assess the benefits of buying a 
complete system as opposed to 
individual components? 

Nicam VCRs 
As hi-fi becomes a part of the 
general banner that is home 
entertainment, the sound quality 
of video recorders becomes 
increasingly important. We look at six 
of the latest Nicam video recorders in 
our in-depth test. 

Pre/power amplifiers 
Four stonky prefpower combinations line up 
for a Choice head-to-head. It's serious power for 
less than serious money. Read how the big names in hi-fi fare. 

A new generation 
A first look at the very latest Sony MiniDisc personal. Is this the 
player that will help establish Mini Disc as the format of the future? 

Plus: a free 76 page guide 
to interconnect cables. 
Our comprehensive 
survey of the best cables 
money can buy. What to 
go for in digital and 
analogue interconnects, 
how to make the right 
connections, and much, 
much more. 

Plus: all you ever need to 
know about buying hi-fi 
with our comprehensive 

product listing. 
Don't forget Clwice's 

excellent buyer's guide. 
It's updated every month to 

keep it packed with the very 

latest information. This is 
followed by our very own Direct01y 

filled with subjective and objective 
opinions on the most significant hi-fi 

products on the market-not just the 
manufacturer's comments and specifications. 

Plus lots, lots more - all in the June issue! 



Buying hi-fi should be fun, we guarantee to make it so. Listen to a well chosen 
selection of quality hi-fi equipment in our comfortable and relaxed listening 
room. Bring along your own records or CDs, we'll provide the coffee, and hear 
the difference we can make to your enjoyment of music. 

MICROMEGA's fantastic new STAGE CD players now on demonstration 

ARCAM, EPOS, HEYBROOK, MICROMEGA, NAIM, NAKAMICHI, NEAT, 
REGA, ROKSAN, ROTEL, ROYD, TEAC and YAMAHA 

9 High Street, Hampton Wick, Kingston upon Thames, Surrey KTl 4DA 
Telephone: 081-943 3530. Open: T ues- Fri l 0.30am -7pm, Saturday lOam- 6pm. 

ONe<RMAN'N:� � 
DEMONSTRATION 

Audion 300B I Silver Nights ,\IJIII>Ol.\PT RING FOR DETAILS 
Standard & Export ��·nd�����; UXBRIDGE, MIDDLESEX (0895) 253340 

UNBELIEVABLE BUT TRUE 

You can audition all these 

brands here. 

Audion, Proac, Michell, LFD, 
Lumley, Levison, Lurne, 

Triangle, Sentec, Mag Audio, 
Teac, VHD, Silversounds, 
YBA, Stax, T heta, Monitor 

Audio, Fuller Audio, Trilogy, 
Ly ra, Sumiko, Ortofon, 

Decca, Target, Project, Moth, 
Kelvin, Townshend, Edison, 

Audio Alchemy, Kesiki, 
Musical Fidelity, Kinshaw 

Electronics and Sugden. 

These Musical Fidelity 
stockists cater for those 

obsessed with quality. 
Aberdeen 
HiFi Excellence 0224 322520. 

Alderley Edge 
As ton Aud10 0625 5834 72. 
Ban bury 
PJ HiFi Centre 0295 263222. 
Barrow in Furness 
H!Fi Centre 0229 838757. 
Bath 
Paul Green HiF1 0225 316197. 
Belfast 
Zeus Aud10 0232 332522. 
Biggleswade 
Sound Deals 0767 312249. 
Birmingham 
Music Matters 021 429 2811. 
Blackburn 
Romers HiF1 Centre 0254 887799. 
Blackpool 
Norman Audio 0253 295661. 
Bournemouth 
Movement Audio 0202 529988. 
Brighton 
Powerplant 0273 775978. 
Sevenoaks HiFi 0273 733338. 
Bristol 
Radford HiFi 0272 428248. 
Bury St Edmunds 
Bury Audio 0284 724337. 
Camborne 
RJF Audio Visual 0209 612260. 
Cambridge 
University Audio 0223 354237. 
Canterbury 
Canterbury HiFi 0227 765315. 
Castleford 
Eric Wiley 0977 556774. 
Chatham 
Sevenoaks HiFi 0634 846859. 
Chesterfield 
Audioscene 0246 204005. 
Cleveland 
Action Acoustics 0642 480723. 
Congleton 
Peter Martin HiFi Showroom 0260 280017. 
Coventry 
Frank Harvey 0203 525200. 
Crewe 
Norman Aud10 0270 211091. 
Derby 
Active Audio 0332 380385. 
Dublin 
Ceol Products Ltd 010 3531 975 984. 
Eastbourne 
Eastbourne Audio 0323 725828. 
Edinburgh 
HiFi Corner 031 556 7901. 
HiFi Corner 031 220 1535. 
In HiFi 031 225 8854. 
Enfield 
Sevenoaks HiFi 081 342 1973. 
Exeter 
Radford HiFi 0392 218895. 
Falkirk 
HiFi Corner 0324 29011. 
Folkestone 
VJ HiFi 0303 256860. 
Glasgow 
HiFi Corner 041 248 2840. 
HiFi Corner- Select 041 226 4268. 
James Kerr 041 332 0988. 
Gods tone 
Surrey HiFi 0883 7 44 755. 
Grantham 
The Music Box 04 76 72151. 
Great Yarmouth 
Hughes TV & Audio 0493 656381. 
Grimsby 
Manders 04 72 351391. 
Guildford 
PJ HiFi 0483 504801. 
Sevenoaks HiFi 0483 36666. 
Harrow 
Harrow Audio 081 863 0938. 
Harrogate 
Harrogate HiFi 0423 50427 4. 
Hastings 
Citysotlnd 0424 429991. 
Huddersfield 
Huddersfield HiFi 0484 544668. 
Isle of Man 
Island Compact Disc 0624 815521. 
lsle ofWight 
Island Photo & HiFi Centre 0983 615300. 
Leeds 
Audio Projects 0532 304565. 

Leek 
Peter Martins 0538 383780. 
Leicester 
Leicester HiFi 0533 539753. 
Liss 
Aud1o Gallery 0730 895194. 
Liverpool 
Doug Brady H!Fi 051 733 6859. 
London 
AUdiO Concept. W5. 081 567 8703. 
Jol1n Lewis PLC. Wl. 071 629 7711. 
HiFi Confidential, SW1W. 071 233 0774. 
HiFi Experience. W1. 071 580 3535. 
KJ Leisuresound. Wl. 071 486 8262. 
Listening Rooms, SW5. 071 244 7750. 
Mart1ns of Chelsea 071 730 6247. 
Robert Taussig. W9. 071 286 1728. 
Sevenoaks HiFi. Woolwich 081 855 8016. 
Sound Sense, W2. 071 402 2100. 
Wilfred Audio. E10. 081 539 3707. 
Margate 
VJ HiFi 0843 226977. 
Newark 
Peter El lis HiFi 0636 704571. 
New Maiden 
Unilet Sound & Vision 081 942 9567. 
Northampton 
Classic HiFi & Video 0536 515 766. 
Rapkins 0604 37515. 
Northwood 
Northwood Audio 0923 820877. 
Nottingham 
Nottingham H!Fi Centre 0602 786919. 
Oxford 
Audio T 0865 65961. 
Oxford Audio 0865 790879. 
Plymouth 
HiFi Attic 0752 669511. 
Poole 
Movement Audio 0202 730865. 
Preston 
Norman Audio 0772 253057. 
Radlett 
Radlett Aud10 0923 856497. 
Reading 
Reading HiFi 0734 585463. 
Richmond 
Riverside HiFi 081 892 7613. 
Rotherham 
Moorgate Acoustics 0709 370666. 
Salisbury 
Salisbury HiFi 0722 322179. 
Scarborough 
Scarborough HiF1 0723 37 454 7. 
Sevenoaks 
Sevenoaks HiFi 0732 459555. 
Sheffield 
Moorgate Acoustics 0742 756048. 
Shrewsbury 
Shropshire HiFi 0743 232317. 
StAibans 
Darby's TV HiFi 0727 851596. 
Stevenage 
Sound Deals 0438 369999. 
Stoke-on-Trent 
Active Audio 0782 214994. 
Stratford upon Avon 
Stratford HiFi 0789 414533. 
Sutton Coldfield 
Amadeus Sound & Vision 021 354 2311. 
Tamworth 
Active Audio 0827 53355. 
Torquay 
Cl1elston HiF1 0803 606863. 
Tunbridge Wells 
Sevenoaks HiFi 0892 531543. 

Walsall 
Sound Academy 0922 4 73499. 

Warrington 
Doug Brady HiFi 0925 828009. 

West Yorkshire 
Doug Brady 0943 467689. 
Weymouth 
Weymouth HiFi 0305 785729. 
Wilmslow 
Swifts of Wilmslow 0625 526213. 

Winchester 
County Music 0962 856161. 

Witham 
Sevenoaks HiFi 0376 501733. 

Worthing 
Phase 3 HiFi 0903 245577. 

Wrexham 
Acton Gate Audio 0978 364500. 
York 
Audio Cl1nic 0904 646 309. 

MUSICAL FIDELITY 



A1000. ONLY IF YOU'RE OBSESSED WITH QUALITY. 

When you listen to the AlOOO Class A Super Pre-Main Amplifier with outboard power supply you'll know why hearing is believing. 

MUSICAL FIDELITY 

Musical Fidelity, 15/16 Olympic Trading Estate. Fulton Road. Wembley HA9 OTF. Telephone 081-900 2866 



E
nter our great Marantz competition and you could win the 

elegant Slim Series 1020 component system, worth £1,000, or 

one of seven superb Marantz CD-52mkiiSE CD players, which 

retail for £300 apiece. 

Few hi-fi systems are as stylish as the £999.90 Marantz 1020. It 

consists of a CD player, drawer-loading cassette deck, stereo tuner 

and a 45 watts per channel amplifier. These are built into three 

slimline boxes with the bare minimum of buttons and switches 

on display. All the system's secondary controls are hidden by a 

motonsed front f lap. The 1020 has been designed to combine the 

sound quality of separates with the convenience of a midi. 

All the components in the fully remote controllable 1020 

system can be linked 

together with the 

minimum of cable. 

Automatic source 

switching allows simple 

operation, especially 

when recording. The 1020 

is also upgradeable; you 

will be able to add a 

Dol by Pro-Logic 

decoderjamplifier and 

even a separate receiver­

preampjpower amplifier 

in the future. The 1020 is 

on test in Hi-Fi Choice next 

month, but for the cost of 

a stamp you can try to 

win one today. 

Seven lucky runners 

up will each receive a 

How to enter 
Write your answers to the five questions, 

along with your name, address and 

telephone number, on the back of a 

postcard or sealed-<lown envelope. Please do 

not seal the answers inside the envelope. 

Send your completed entries to: Marantz 

Competition (HFC405), Hi-Fi Choice, Tower 

Publishing Services Ltd, Tower House, 

Sovereign Park, Market Harborough, 

Leicestershire LE87 4AU. Entries must be 

received no later than first post on Monday, 

May 23, 1994. 

Questions 
1. Marantz is planning a number of 

upgrades for the 1020. What is the first? 

a) Improved mainspring, shock absorbers 

and graphics card 

b) Dol by Pro-Logic decoder/amplifier 

c) Battery power supply 

d) Carousel CD ·multichanger 

2. What does the SE stand for in Marantz 

CD52mkiiSE7 

a) Super Edition 

b) Seriously Esoteric 

c) Super Exothermic 

d) Special Edition 

3. What is the rated power output of the 

amplifier in the 1020 system? 

a) 45 watts 

b) 25 watts 

c) 50 watts 

d) 30joules 

MARANTZ 

M a ran tz CD52mkiiSE CD 

player, worth £299.90. 

Since its launch, this 

player, and the CD52mkii 

it is based on, have been 

two of the most popular 

machines in the UK. 

The improved 

components within the 

SE (Special Edition) 

version give it an extra 

edge in terms of clarity 

and resolution that 

makes it one of the most 

desirable audiophile 

bargains around. 

4. What is the name given to Marantz' 

up-market range of hi-fi? 

a) System Link 

b) Music Line 

c) Music Link 

HI- I PRI 
WORTH 
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Competition rules 

d) Gold Line 

5. Which Marantz product has been 

reviewed in the EAR this month? 

a)GX-B2500 

b) CD-94mkii 

c)CW3 

d)AX-1000 

The Editor's decision is final and no correspondence will be entered 

into. Winners will be notified by post. The competition is not open to 

employees ofDennis Publishing Ltd, Marantz Hi-Fi (UK) Ltd, their 

supphers, agents or associates. The competition is open to UK residents 

only. No cash alternative will be offered. Submission of entry will be 

taken as acceptance of the rules. Proof of posting cannot be accepted as 

pro�f of receipt. Please notify us if you do not wish to be informed of any 

spectal offers or promotions. 





DOWN 

1. Definitive­
down under(3) 

1 4 

Best Buy, adding scale and weight to small 
speaker systems at a very reasonable price. '' 

HI-FI CHOICE MARCH 1994 

'' The REL Strata is more than just a big bass box. lt can 
put back what's missing from small speakers and heightens the 
impact of home cinema. * * * * * '' 

WHAT HI-FI FEB. 1994 

'' Try auditioning the Strata with a pair of compact stand 
mounting systems. You'll get the image quality, clarity and the 
mid band and cohesiveness of a compact speaker together 
with the bass end of a really big loudspeaker. '' 

HI-FI WORLD MARCH 1994 

And of the REL Studio, AUDIOPHILE said in March 1994. 

'' The REL Studio, a definitive state of the art sub-woofer. 
A landmark product, build quality is more than good -

it is exceptional. '' 

� R n SUBBASS 
� l.5 l::J SYSTEMS 
H Harman International Industries Ltd., Unit 2, Borehamwood 

Industrial Park, Rowley Lane, Borehamwood, Herts WD6 5PZ 

Tel: 081 207 5050 Fax: 081 207 4572 

DEALERS • ABERDEEN Hi-Fi Excellence 0224 322520 • AYLESBURY Northwood 
Audio 0296 28790 • BATH Paul Green Hi-Fi 0225 316197 • BATH Radford Hi-Fi 0225 446245 
• BIRMINGHAM Music Matters 021 429 2811 • BRACKNELL B&B Hi-Fi 0344 424556 • 

BRIGHTON Churchers 0273 324616 • BRISTOL "V" Audio 0272. 686005 • BRISTOL Paul 
Roberts Hi-Fi 0272 298114 • BRISTOL Radford Hi-Fi 0272 428247 • BURTON ON TRENT 
Grange Hi-Fi 0283 33655 • BURY ST. EDMUNDS Bury Audio 0284 724337 • CLAPHAM Diva 
071 924 5286 • CROYDON Zebra 081 688 2093 • DONCASTEA Hi-Fi Studios 0302 781387 • 

EASTBOURNE JeHries Hi-Fi 0323 731336 • EDGWARE Musical Images 081 569 5802 • 

EXETER Radford Hi-Fi 0392 218895 • FOLKSTONE V.J. Hi-Fi 0303 256860 • GODSTONE 
Surrey Hi-Fi 0883 744755 • HIGH WYCOMBE 8&8 Hi-Fi 0494 535910 • HOUNSLOW 
Musical Images 081 952 5535 • IPSWICH Anglian Home Ent. 0473 288211 • LEWISHAM 
Nicholls Hi-Fi 081 852 5780 • LONDON N7 Bartletts Hi-Fi 071 607 2296 • LONDON SW The 
Listening Rooms 071 244 7750 • LONDON W1 Hi-Fi Experience 071 580 3527 • LONDON 
W1 Kamla 071 637 0353 • LONDON W2 Sound Sense 071 402 2100 • LUTON Hobbs 
Components 0582 20907 • MAIDENHEAD 8&8 Hi-Fi 0628 73420 • NEWARK Chantry Audio 
0778 70372 • NEWBURY 8&8 Hi-Fi 0635 32474 • NORWICH Sound Approach 0603 622833 
• Nr. LAUNCESTON Art of Music 0556 86649 • OXFORD Oxford Audio Consultants 0865 
790879 • PETERBOROUGH Hi-Fi Company 0733 892231 • PLYMOUTH Radford Hi-Fi 0752 
226011 • PLYMOUTH Radford Hi-Fi 0752 226600 • PONDERS END A&W Pounds 081 804 
3000 • PORTSMOUTH Jeffries Hi-Fi 0705 663604 • RADLETT Radlett Audio 0923 856497 • 

READING B&B Hi-Fi 0734 583730 • SOUTHAMPTON Hamilton Electronics 0703 228622 • 

SWINDON Audio Exchange 0793 539008 • SWINDON Burden Electronics 0793 613733 • 

THURROCK Twenty 20 A.V. 0708 891818 • TORQUAY Radford Hi-Fi 0803 326723 • 

WARRINGTON Brady's 0925 82009 • WINCHESTER Whitwams 0962 865253 • 

WORCESTER West Midlands Audio 0905 458046 • WORTHING Churchers 0903 230558 • 

INTRODUCING 
REVOLUTIONARY 

NEW SPEAKER 
CABLE ... 

''FLATLINE'' 

FROM 
THE CHORD COMPANY 

�,------------------, 
I For advice, sales and service or simply a brochure I - call, fax or send the coupon : NMIE : 
I ADDRESS I 
I I 
I I 
I POSTCODE I 1 Tnrerconnecrs Speaker Cables Speakers 1 �lea�ick�uircdbo�----------� 
The Chord Company, 30A Sarum Business Park, Portway, 

SalisbUJ·y, SP4 6EA. Tel: 0722 331674 Fax: 0722 411388 



21ST CENTURY FOX 

Great powers of evasion 
B

y the time you read this, the 

Advertising Standards Authority 

(ASA)will havejudged a complaint 

I lodged about the Deutsche 

Grammophon (DG) adverts for the 4D 

recording system. The hi-fi grapevine 

tells how the ASA has taken advice 

from several technical experts, some of 

whom had already expressed widely 

differing views in the debate. 

I shudder to think what all this has 

cost DG, in time, hard cash and bad 

will, since the company started to pub­

licise 4D a year ago. ot to mention 

that, once the complaint was lodged, 

DG stopped running the adverts and 

started getting fi.Iture versions checked 

by the ASA before use. 

The absurdity is that all I ever asked 

ofDGwere a few simple questions, like 

what exactly is 4D and how does its 

Authentic Bit Imaging (AB!) differ from 

Sony's Super Bit Mapping (SBM) as a 

way of mastering more-than-16 bit stu­

dio recordings onto a 16 bit CD? These 

questions were prompted by DG's own 

press publicity. 

Instead of answering, DG passed my 

query through a succession of spokes­

people who either couldn't, or would­

n't, answer. In some cases, they were 

clearly pretending to understand more 

than they did. 

The one man who really could and 

should have answered, Stefan Shibata 

ofDG's Technical C entre in Hannover, 

took a most unusual line. if ! needed 

the system explained in simple terms, 

he told me at a meeting which DG's top 

management had called in a welcome 

attempt to clear the air, then I should 

not be writing about it. Unfortunately, 

none of DG's top management who 

had called the meetingwere present to 

see what happened. 

Most people who buy records don't 

worry about numbers of bits. They 

aren't interested in hi-fi and they cer­

tainly don't care whether analogue-to­

digital converters and recorders are 

working with 16,21 or 24 bits. They are 

already confused by AAD. ADD and 

DDD and will thus need a lot of guid­

ance if they are to understand what is 

meant by 4D. 

Why DG would want to build a 

music publicity campaign on a bewil­

dering logo and bit numbers is beyond 

me. But they did, first of all blitzing the 

press with bit-based publicity, then 

putting similar bit-talk in the CD sleeve 

notes and finally using it in adverts. 

The ASA's brief does not extend to 

publicity material given to the press. 

But this material gave advance notice 

of the claims DG were likely to make in 

its adverts. And at the meeting DG 

refi.1sed to talk about its adverts. 

Memorex H1gh B1as 11 1s coated wtth 
micro-fine needle shaped partlcles. 

Which means. qmte stmply, that you 
can record mus1c at higher levels with less 

They're the latest development horn 
Memorex and gi ve the lape JtsdJSbncttvely 
sharp sound. 

distornon and then enJOY 

����t����� 
They also g1ve us an Improved 

max1mum o-utput level and an exuemely 
impresstve SI naJ to nOise rauo. 

Vllhat's more, our 
bmdmg process � � 

ensures that what you put on the tape stays 

That's why I complained to the ASA 

as soon as DG published the adverts 

(The Gramophone, October 1993). 

These adverts claimed, '21-bit ana­

logue-digital conversion' and '100 per 

cent error free signal transmission'. 

Now using words like 'perfect' and 

phrases like '100 per cent accurate' is 

just askingfor trouble, especially when 

phrases like'arguablythe best' and 'vir­

tually identical' convey the san1e nies­

sage without inviting a challenge. 

In the meeting, DG provided perfor­

mance graphs from different floating 

point converters and explained that 

DG was 'currently upgrading' with 

'dramatic' improvements. 

C ommon sense states that if some 

converters are better than others, then 

at least some must be less than 100 per 

cent error free in their 21 bit coding. 

And if an upgrade is 'current', then pre­

viously made 4D recordings must have 

been made with less than 100 per cent 

accurate converters. So 4D CDs in the 

Adverts that 

use tech-talk 

to sell a 

product had 

better be 

clear and 

accurate, 

argues 

Barry Fox. 

shops maywell not live up to the 21 bit, 

100 per cent error free claims. 

Does any of this matter? Not in the 

slightest ifDG's discs are just being sold 

for their sound and musical content. 

My point was, and remains, that if a 

company chooses to use tech-talk to sell 

its wares, then that tech-talk had bet­

ter be clear and accurate. I'll be inter­

ested to see if the ASA agrees. 

What a pityDG did not recall two pre­

vious occasions when other compa­

nies' refusals to answer questions, 

prompted by their own publicity, trig­

gered similar rows. 

In 1976, Memorex launched an 

advertising campaign on the supposed 

ability ofElla Fi tzgerald 's voice to shat­

ter a glass, both live and after record­

ing on Memorex tape. I, and others, 

wanted to know how the demonstra­

tion had been staged, and what rele­

vance it had to tape quality.lnstead of 

providing a quick, frank answer, 

Memorex ducked and dived. 

After a lot of unpleasantness, we 

finally got proof, from other sources, 

that Ella's voice had been amplified to 

a staggering 14 6dB. Memorex might 

just as well have hit the glass with a 

hammer. But when the game was up, 

Memorex came clean and switched to 

shattering glasses at audio exhibitions 

only as a bit of fun. 

Ten years later, BSB won a govern­

ment licence to become Britain's offi­

cial satellite broadcaster. We asked 

BSB's manage1nent about the danger 

of sourcing the all-important receiver 

microchips from one factory (!TT in 

Germany). 

We also asked about BSB's 'unveil­

ing' of the squarial-a new, flat, square 

aerial. BSB neglected to say that the 

squarial shown to the press and pho­

tographers was a dummy. The tech­

nology existed only as a paper proposal. 

When asked about all this BSB ducked 

and dived. Both 

the chips and the 

squarial were late. 

BSB went out of 

business. 

So will 4D 

become an accept­

ed industry logo, 

like the Memorex 

glass? Or will it dis­

appear without 

trace, like BSB's 

squarial? 

One of the UK's 
top journalists, 
Barry Fox asks 
the awkward 
questions at 
press confer­
ences all around 
the world. 
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GET 40% OFF WHEN YOU SUBSCRIBE TO 
HI-FI CHOICE AND CLAIM YOUR FREE SWEATSHIRT 
Why pay £2.95 for your copy of Hi-Fi 
Choice each month when you could 
pay as little as £1.78? By taking out 
a one year subscription to Hi-Fi 
Choice you will get 29% off the 
cover price, and if you subscribe 
for 2 years, you will save a 
staggering 40% 

Hi-Fi Choice is your only choice. Its 

rigorous blind test proceedures are 

both revered and feared by hi-fi 

manufacturers everywhere. And no 

other hi-fi guide contains as many pages 

of invaluable hints, tips - and buying 

advice too. That's why it's such an essential 

read when the time comes for replacing, 

upgrading or expanding your hi-fi system. 

And we'll not only give you up to a stagger­
ing 40% discount, we'll also send you a 

FREE Hi-Fi Choice sweatshirt. 

lf you subscribe to Hi-Fi Choice TODAY 
we'll send you a free Hi-Fi Choice 
sweatshirt. This tasteful garment is 
worth £15 and is supplied in extra 
large -it's what the serious hi-fi 

buyer around town is wearing this 
season! 

Subscribe to Hi-Fi Choice and you'll: 
• Have Hi-Fi Choice delivered to 

your door every month 

• Get up to a 40% off the 
normal price 

PAY THE EASY WAY & PAY LESS! 
• Receive a FREE Hi-Fi Choice 

designer sweatshirt 
Reading the number 1 magazine will make sure you're 
kept up to date with what's happening and a subscription 

will save you money -you can save up to 40% of the 

normal price whan you subscribe, and your copy will be 
delivered right to your door. 

Paying for your subscription by 

direct debit Is tile hassle free 

way. For a limited period any 

subscriber who pays by direct 

debit gets £2 off the normal 

subscription price. 

• Get to impress your friends 
with your vast and up to the 
minute knowlege 

THIS OFFER WON'T BE REPEATED, SO SUBSCRIBE NOW! 
PHONE OUR CREDIT CARD HOTLINE ON 0858 468888 

YES, I'D LIKE TO SUBSCRIBE TO HI-FI CHOICE 
Please start my subscription from the next available issue 
2 years (£1 .78 an issue) D UK £42.50 D Euro £68.00 D World £89.50 

1 year (£2.08 an issue) D UK £25.00 D Euro £39.00 D World £51.50 

1 year (1.92 an issue) D UK £23.00 - paymen1 by direct debit (UK on M 

D I am an existing subscriber so please extend my current subscription 

Please indicate your preferred method of payment: 
0 0 I WOULD LIKE TO PAY BY DIRECT DEBIT AND SAVE A FURTHER £2 

Instructions to your bank to make payment from your account. 
{please complete parts (i) and (ii) below) 

(i) Your bank details: Bank's name __________ _ 

Bank's address 

Postcode 

Account number 1_1_1_1_1_1_1_1_1_1 
Bank sort code 1_1_11_1_11_1_1 

Name of account holder 

(ii) Your instructions to your bank and your signature 
• VWe instruct you to pay direct debits from my/our account at the request of Dennis Publishing Ltd 

• The amounts are variable and may be deMed on various dates 

• VWe understand that Dennis Publishing Ltd may change the amounts and dates only after giving prior notice. 

•VWe wi\l inlorm the bank In writing If Vwe wish to cancel this instruction. 

• If any direct debit is paid which breaks the tenns of these instructions the bank will make a full refund. 

Your signature{s) 

"'Da""te� ________ Originator's identification no. 724680 

NB. BankS mav refuse to accept instructions from some types of account. No acknow1edgement required. 

f) 0 I ENCLOSE A CHEQUE/POSTAL ORDER FOR £ _____ _ 

made payable to Dennis Publishing Ltd. - Hi-Fi Choice 

0 0 PLEASE CHARGE MY 0 Visa 0 Access I Mastercard 

Card number 1_1_1_1_11_1_1_1_11_1_1_1_11_1_1_1_1 

Expiry date 1_1_11_1_1 Date. __________ _ 

Si nature 

Mr/Ms Surname Initials 

Company/home address 

Postcode 

Home/business tel: 

0 Please tick here if you do not wish to receive details of further special offers or new products. PD405 

Post to: �lfl ��m�� 





JamQ 
BlolNing 

Trumpets 
DEALER TOWN TELEPHONE 

Alldys Electron.:s Muswell H1ll (081) 8838969 

Audio Visoo Services FordllQbndge (0423) 654488 

AudiOCraft Northampton (0804) 36291 

B&B HIF1 Read1ng (0734) 583730 

Bamstaple Sony Centre Bamstapkl (0271) 45429 

Barrens Ashford (0233) 629119 

Barrens of Canterbury Canterbury (0227) 767576 

Cambertey Sony Cantre Camberley (0276) 682000 

Cap1tal Cameras Crawfey (0293)543555 

CaNells Hn-.:kley (0445)239390 

Cashes Cork (021)276771 

Caters Brownhills (0543)373168 

Chestertield Co-op Chesterfield (0246)220200 

Chns Pett1t Grantham (0476)593464 

Churchers Worttwlg (0903) 821595 

Wl�ngwor>: RadiO Bamstead (0737) 351365 

D.Eckersley Gr. M hester (0942)882235 

Dawscn Boumemcuth (0202) 764965 

Derann Aud'O Visual Dud"'t (038d)233t91 

Empne Electra Centre Leeds (0532)351701 

Enc Ham1�0n H1F1 Glasgow (041)946218 

Ere Wikly Castleford (0977)553066 

Exeter Sony Centre Exeter (0392)79889 

G1bbs Electrical Southampton (0703)7724 75 

Gor>:wms War>: Gre€!1 (081)8880077 

Hami�ons Southampton (0703)228622 

Hawksworth & Wheeler Folkestone (0303) 255688 

H1 Fi Conf1dent�al London SWt (071)2330774 

H1 F1 Surplus London Wt (071) 9357582 

H1 Fi Conf1dentail London Wt (071) 5807468 

Horsham Sony Centre Horsham (0403) 255432 

Howes of h Borough Tunbndge We s (0892)537288 

J.G. Windows Newcastle (09�) 2321356 

Joilnny Roadhouse Manchester (061) 2733069 

Kerco Electron�cs London W12 (08 ) 7433698 

Kmbe!leys Bexley Heath (081) 3043272 

L•nasure lntenors Drornore Co. Down (0/62)55 t628 

Mannenngs & Son South Harrow (081)4222070 

Merrow Soond Maldenhaad (0628) 770622 

M�ro Wortd London Wt (071)4361408 

Millers MuSic Centre Cambndge (0223)354452 

Mob1kl Rad1o Welhn9boroogh (0933)223527 

Muscal lmages Hounslow (081) 5695802 

Mus�allmages Edgware (081)9525535 

PR Sounds Trowbndge (0225)777799 

Pennine TV Ke1ghkly (0535)607593 

Ownes CoWiyn Bay (0492)5300 15 

Peter Etlls Aud10 Newark (0636)704571 

Peter Mart1n Congklton (0260)273206 

Plymouth AudiO VISual P�mcuth (0752)262976 

Practical HIF1 Bolton (0204)395789 

RK Holman W1mbounne (0202)882785 

Rado Lux Watford (0923)228734 

Read)MSIOn Huddersfiekj (0484)532294 

R1ghtway London W2 (071) 7237995 

Roy T ownsend Stafford (0785)43669 

Roys1ons Nuneaton (0203)385489 

SMC Trad1ng Shrewsbury (0743)232317 

Smythe & Barne Eastbourne (0323) 729192 

Sound Deals Preston (0772)796108 

Soonds Incorporated Ponefract 1 77)791215 

Teklfnnge Frame (0373) 462598 

Telescene Nott1ngham (0602)291665 

The Music Station Inverness (0463)225523 

The Stereo Shack Lew:ester (0533)530330 

Th10¥all & Al�n Bas,ngstoke (0256)21228 

Todds L1menck (061)417222 

TVCantre Redh1ll (0737) 765985 

Umque Systems Ashdon (061)3431852 

Westgate Aud10 Bradford (027 4) 73294 7 

Weytlndge Aud1o Weybndge (0932) 851121 

Wilkmoo Hlfi Nelson (0282)612901 

Zeus Aud� Belfast (0232) 332522 

Pan lntematooal Comp HONG KONG (852)8891989 

Exc� Venture Trad.Co. SINGAPORE (65) 3832200 

Ta.,an Audll Trad.Co. TAIWAN (886) 42237609 

Scan Audll AUSTRALIA (61)38196352 

Jamo HIFI USA lnc USA (1)7084984848 

JamoUKltd Davenuy (0327)301300 

Jarno 
'The Sound of Excellence" 

The Talisman II 

another stroke 

of genius 

from 

RUARK 

RUARK ACOUSTICS LTD 

59 Tailor's Court, 

Temple Farm 

Industrial Estate, 

Southend on Sea, 

Essex SS2 SSY (UK) 

Tel: (0268) 728890 

Fax: (0268) 590670 

Please wrire or relephone 

for details ofyour 

nearesr srockisr 

T Ric�oRd REsEARC� LiMiTEd 

PULSAR SERIES ONE 

DAC 
'ToTAlly AWESOME . ' 

JASON KENNEdy- HiFi CliOiCE MARCii '94 

Also 

ouR fAMous CD clock 
ModifiCATiON 

foR MORE dETAils: 

Td: (0684) 57� 524, GRA�AM Fowlm 
(044�) 816856, ToM EvANs 

FoR TliosE wlio ARE muEly smious AbouT TliEiR Music 

6 WoodLANds CLosE, MAlvERN WELLs, WoRcs WR14 4JD 

• MERIDIAN • ROKSAN • PINK TRIANGLE • NAKAMICHI • MISSION • 
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WE STOCK THE FULL RANGE OF MICHELL 

ELECTRONICS� most of the other 

equipment reviewed in Hi Fi Choice. 

Some of our favourites: Audio Lab, Pink /::,., 
Roksan, Systym, LFD, and Musical Fidelity 

Kingsway Studios 
Kingsway North 

Warrington 
Cheshire 

(0925) 828009 
Open six days 

Fax: (0925) 825773 

401 Smithdown Road 

Liverpooll 15 3JJ 
Merseyside 

(051) 733 6859 
Closed on 

Wednesday 

14/18 M on mouth Street 

Covent Garden 

London WC2H 9HB 

(071)379 4010 

(071) 497 1346 

Closed Sunday and Monday 
FaJc (071) 4979205 

The Forge Conage 

19 Crossgate 

Otley, Leeds, West Yorks 

LS21 1AA 
10943) 467689 

Closed Sunday 

and Monday 
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• TARGET • EPOS • NAD • MARANTZ • HEYBROOK • CASTLE • ROYD • 



A 
!though the new generation of compact 

floorstanding models is starting to make 

an impact. the UK specialist hi-fi speaker 

market continues to be heavily dominated by 

small budget price bookshelf babies, like the 

models under £150 assembled here.And there 

are several very good reasons why. 

Low cost is certainly one factor of course, 

but another is simply that these small five to 

1 0 li u·e boxes with two drivers can actually do 

most of the things required of them tolerably 

well in the typical listening room. 

Seriously loud levels and deep bass may not 

be on the agenda, but the small main drivers 

they use can often do better than larger 

alternatives prior to crossing over to the 

tweeter up at the top of their working range, 

where human hearing is particularly acute. 

And the small enclosure is much easier to keep 

under control than a larger box with its 

bigger,less rigid panels. Providing it's properly 

supported, that is. 

All these small speakers need to be firmly 

mounted on proper loudspeaker stands. These 

mayeasilycost as much as the speakers them­

selves, but they're worth the money. A pair of 

miniatures costing £100 placed on £100 

stands will always out perform a £200 speaker 
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L 

stuck on a convenient shelf. 

Another reason why these speakers below 

£150 are so popular has to do with the fact that 

they are so popular. It's the self-fulfilling 

prophecy in action. The rewards for getting it 

right can give a brand market leadership, so 

there's a considerable incentive to work extra 

hard on this particular model in a range. By 

the same token the potential economies of 

scale provide plenty of justification for high 

The cast list 

TDL Near Field Monitor 

tooling investment. 

Although wooden (or more strictly wood 

chip and glue) enclosures still form the 

majority, three of our nine now use plastic 

mouldings as part of the enclosures - the 

Mission and Mordaunt-Short baffles and back 

panels, and the Tannoy top and base, while 

Celestion and Mordaunt-Short use moulded 

frames for the main drivers, the latter forming 

an integral part of the baffle. 

The bottom line for the manufacturers is that 

even £150 per pair leaves very little room for 

more than the most basic ingredients. All the 

speakers assembled here involve some fairly 

hefty compromises throughout, and cost 

constraints don't allow for more than the 

occasionalluxury. Three have bi-wire tenninals 

(HarmanfKardon, Mission and Tannoy), for 

example, while NAD opts for a single gilt pair. 

Most have 12mm cabinets, though Jamo, 

Harn1an and Mission offer a Ii ttle more. 

But whatever the detailed ins and outs, the 

end result is still a veritable bouillabaisse of 

conflicting compromises, and the real key is 

finding the master chef who puts the right 

ingredients together in the best way to create 

a loudspeaker which is much more than the 

sum of its parts. 



LOUDSPEAKERS 

The power 
paradox 

How to get the most from 
our lab measurements 

Small hi-fi speakers can be abused and even 

broken by over-enthusiasm. This usually happens 
at"thatheavy metal time of the evening when the 

party is getting really hot and a 'friend' decides the 
end stop is the only place for the volume control. 

The paradox is "that the smaller the amp, the 
more you're likely to experience fried tweeters. 
When an amp is over-driven it produces lots of 
nasty high frequency distortion that goes straight 
to the tweeters and tries to overload them. 

One condusion might be not to use under­

powered amplification for your taste in loudness. 

The other is that hi-li speakers and amps are not 

the same as the professional PA devices needed 

for loud parties. They're for listening to, and if the 

system starts to sound distorted when playing 

loud it's too loud, and if you don't turn it down 

something will probably blow. 

Every speaker has a distinct frequency balance 

which describes the way rt will sound. This is a sort 

of sonic fingerprint.lt shows which parts of the 

audio range are emphasised and which are short 

of relative output level. 

Every speaker will have all sorts of different 

frequency responses, depending on its 

immediate environment. In onder to provide 

consistency with the l1stening tests, the 

measurements are made of a stereo pair in the 

listening test room, using a far field technique 

averaged across seven microphone positions 

(after Colloms). They're also made wrth the · 

speakers close against a rear wall and a metre out 

into the room; intenmediate posrtions produce 

intenmediate degrees of mid bass reinforcement. 

Adding the room characteristcs to those of the 

speaker provides a real world situation. A flat, 

How the listening tests were done 
A cnucial component in Hi-Fi Choice reviews is the blind, panel listening test. lt is so called because all 

but one of a panel of six listeners is unaware of the identity of the model under audition. 

The speakers are installed by the sighted operator (thanks Alan), one pair at a t1me behind an 

acoustically transparent curtain, on sites predetenmined from the measurements to give optimum 

in-room balance. They then undergo half hour presentations, covering a broad range of music which is 

split between vinyl and CD sources. 

Care is taken to try and match the relative volume of each loudspeaker, though differences in 

frequency balance unavoidably get in the way; grilles are removed to take account of the black net 

curta1n1ng. 

The main drive system comprises Naim amplification (NAC52 and NAP I 35), backed up by Linn and 

other alternatives. Vinyl disc sources include Linn Sondeks w1th Naim ARO and Linn Ekos toneanms, 

L1nn Arkiv and Audio Note 10 cartridges. CD replay came from Linn Karik!Numerik and Naim CDS 

players, most mounted on Mana tables. The speakers were used on Linn Kan and Slate Audio stands, 

connected by muh:i-strand Naim NACA5 cable. 

Thanks to all the time and hard work put in by the panel; Alan Sincom (Hi-Fi Choice), David lnman 

(Van den Hul UK), Robin Marshal!, Andy Whittle (Rogers) and Russell Kauffman (Monitor Audio). 

straight line isn't expected, room modes create 

inherent ups and downs at the low frequency end, 

but the line should ideally be as flat and smooth as 

possible. Gentle variations are preferable to sharp 

discontinurties; prominences ane more imitating 

than dips; and a gentle high frequency roll-off 

usually sounds perfectly acceptable. 

Sensrtivrty provides a guide to how loud a 

speaker will sound for a given amplifier volume 

setting. Our conservative figure is averaged across 

the broad midband. A 3dB increase in sensrtivrty 

means that the speakers will be twice as loud for 

the same volume control settng of the same amp. 

The snag is the impedance. For the same 

volume setting, a 4ohm speaker draws twice the 

current (and hence, power) as an Soh m design. So 

you must subtract 3dB to get its sensrtivrty in tnue 

electrical energy conversion efficiency tenms. 

Correct phase 
Stereo speakers must be correctly 'phased' 

with respea to each other, so that both 

main driver cones are moving forward and 

backwards in sync, rather than one going 

back as the other goes forward. 

Make sure, therefore, that the Red/+ 

terminal on the amp conneas to the Red/+ 

terminal on the speaker, and Black/- to 

Black/- likewise. All twin (or multi) speaker 

cables carry some form of identification for 

the different conductors, either with colour 

coding or by ridges moulded into the 

insulator sheath. 

Si-wired connections between amplifier and 

bi-wirable loudspeakers. Two cables are 

conneaed to each terminal on the amp 

which go to the individual bass (low 

frequency) and treble (high frequency) 

sockets on the speaker. Again. it is important 

to connect positive to positive and negative 

to negative to maintain absolute phase. 
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Celestion 3 Mkll 

E 
ven though our own rev1ew, more than 

four years ago (issue 90), was a trifie 

equivocal, settling for Recommendation 

rather than a Best Buy rating, Celestion's 

original 3 has been a notable market success. 

Its long production life stands as an irrefutable 

testimony to this fact. Much more recently 

(issue I 14) the newer and less expensive 

Celestion I ({_I 00) did actually pick up the 

Best Buy logo, so it's interest1ng to see 

whether the recently revised 3 Mk/1 can 

repeat the same trick at {_I 30. 

frequency balance is only part of the sound 

quality equation. lt may be immediately 

obvious, but it's often relatively innocuous 

once one has had time to adjust. Fortunately, 

on this occasion the panellists had already 

been pre-adjusted (by the Hanman Kardon LS 

0200), and happily waxed enthusiastic about 

the 3's undoubted virtues before voting it the 

best speaker of the day. 

The sound is a little too laid back for my 

personal taste, but at least it's quite seamless 

VERDICT 
Smootll, polished, refined yet still a very lively and 
communicative pertormer. 

Might prove to be rather too laid beCk for some 1aSies 

and certain systems. 

� £129.00 

SOUND 
QUALITY 
••••o 

VALUE FOR 
MONEY 

••••• 

and coherent, and the bottom end is reason­

ably quick and uncongested, despite a lack of 

real power and drive. The mild midband 

unevenness does contribute some 'paper 

cone' coloration, but for the most part this is 

an expressive, yet also polite and quite 

polished, perfonmer. it is far better mannered 

than most, generally free of boxiness and 

capable of developing good stereo images. 

Conclusion 
Although it should not be regarded as an 

automatic panacea for every taste and system. 

all the review f1ndings point inexorably 

towards a Best Buy rating for the 3 Mk/1. The 

smoother overall balance gives an althogether 

more refined presentation than the I, but with 

the same engaging enthusiasm and healthy 

infonmation retrieval. 

Celestion International Ltd, Foxha/1 Road, Ipswich, 

Suffolk IP3 B)P. m (0473) 723 1 3 1 

Time has treated the 3 very kindly, to the 

point where you'd be hard pressed to spot 

the difference between new and old. The 

price has risen quite slowly too. A great deal 

remains the same, from the cosmetics through 

to some of the basic engineering, but then 

change for change's sake is one of the least 

impressive canons of our times and industry. 

Why not keep hold of as much as possible of 

a successful fonmula? 

Lt�ltQtLin-o us 

However, there is one difference which is 

fundamental and important. The original 3 was 

a sealed box, while this new one has a refiex 

port fitted to the rear panel. Otherwise, the 
data is much as before, with 12mm vinyl 

woodprint chipboard box lightly lined with 

fibrous material, a I OOmm paper cone in a 

plastic moulded frame driven from a decent 

size magnet plus a 26mm metal dome tweet­

er with phase compensating and protective 

slats. The clever grille anrangement is visually 

and sonically unintnusive. 

Sound quality 
With a glance at the pencharts you can pre­

dict that the 3 is going to sound a bit dull. But 
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Size (hxwxd) 
Weight 
Recommended amplifier power 
Recommended placement 

31 x18.5x20cm 

I 4kg 
15-70W 

1ft from wall 

In room averaged response limits 50Hz-10kHz ±4d8 
Large room/space LF roll-off {-6dB ref midband) 45Hz 
large room/wall LF roll-off (-6dB ref midband) 45Hz 
Large room 20Hz output (ref mid) well below -15d8 

Estimated midrange sensitivity (ref 2.83V, 1 m) 87d8 
Impedance characteristic (ease of drive) very good 

Helped by a port that's tuned to 50Hz, well below 
the natural (c80Hz) driver/box resonance, the J 
has a decent, close to average sensitivity, com­
bined with a load which makes life pretty easy for 
the partnering amplifier. The close similarity to 
the original J (bass apart) is even reHected in the 
little resonance discontinuity at 900Hz. 

Optimum siting should be found by experiment. 
Our measurements indicate that some wall rein­
forcement may be beneficial in filling in the mid­
bass, but this risks over-emphasising the lower 
midband, as well as the 50Hz port resonance. 

Very much in common with its predecessor, the 
balance above the bass/lower mid region is quite 
smooth by budget speaker standards, and reason­
ably free from response discontinuities too, but 
the overall trend is determinedly downtilted, 
falling some JdB through the middle decade and a 
further 6dB through the upper decade. 

RoomaverBgotldresponse(largeroom,tru�) 

1J+Fffid¥11 
50 tOO 200 500 tk 

Treble is rather restrained but overall 
balance is smooth by budget standards. 

{ffBlmJ I 
so 100 200 500 lk 2lo; 

T he balance becomes rather too rich 
when speaker is placed close to wall. 

Uodutusol�noe 

Impedance proves easy to drive; the 
Celestion's port is tuned to 50Hz. 
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Harman/Kardon LS 0200 

I 
suspect that Harman/Kardon has put its 

famous name on the front panel of speakers 

before, but it's the first time that this 

reviewer has come across any such model. 

Doubtless this is partly because the UK 

importer already has enough to cope with in 
marketing the prodigious range of models from 

that even more famous speaker specialist, JBL. 

For whatever reason, Harm an is 

introduc1ng a range of three models, the {_ISO 

0200 representing the first step on the ladder 

(presumably at least until a 0 I 00 appears 

sometime in the future). it's an interesting 

package in several respects, not least because 

it encloses roughly twice the volume of the 

other speakers assembled here, and weighs 
half as much again as the others too. 

One reason why the perceived value is so 
high is that Harman's manufacturer is one of 

Brita1n's anonymous but highly eff1cient OEM 

(original equipment manufacturer) speaker 

builders, which have honed their skills in mass 
producing the boxes which come packed with 
eve1y music centre, mini or midi system. And 

when you've had lots of practice creating 
something with a box and two drivers for £20 
or £30 pounds a pair, {_ISO gives plenty of 
value adding scope. 

The box here is the usual woodprint vinyl 
type, but to compensate for the loss of stiff­

ness in the larger panels, the box is built up 

from ISmm chipboard stock. The main driver 
is typical enough of the group, with a I OS mm 
paper cone, wide, soft surround and fair size 
magnet in a pressed steel basket which was 
tightly fitted with woodscrews. The tweeter, 
however, is most unusual in th1s context, as it 
is a large (and costly) Peerless unit with 33mm 

fabric dome -a factor which should ensure it 

survives even the most serious user abuse 

without problems. 

Sound quality 
The 0200 was fairly well received by the panel, 
the distinctly dull balance providing the main 

source of criticism, while the extr-a weight and 
bass extension from the larger box was easily 

identified and provided fair compensation. 

The box is inclined to add a little too much 

Size (hxwxd) 
Weight 
Recommended amplifier power 

Recommended placement 

38x21 x29cm 

Skg 
20-70W 

i -2ft from wall 

In room averaged response limits 50Hz-10kHz ±6d8 
Large room/space LF rolloff (-6dB ref midband) 30Hz 

Large room/wall LF rolloff (·6dB ref midband) 30Hz 
Large room 20Hz output (ref mid) below -15dB 

Estimated midrange sensitivity (ref 2.83V, 1 m) 86dB 
Impedance characteristic (ease of drive) very good 

Having diagnosed and corrected for the fact that 
some wally had managed to wire these speakers 
mutually out of phase, this decent size box deliv­
ered a respectable enough measured performance. 
Sensitivity is a little below average, but the 
impedance trace shows a very easy amplifier load, 
and the bass extension - registering ·SdB on our 
30Hz room mode - is very respectable, especially 
for a ported design. 

In fact the natural driver/box resonance is 
around 80Hz, while the port here is tuned to 45Hz 
or thereabouts, which won't do much for excursion 
control but will add a chunk of low end grunt. 

The balance is best a couple of feet out from a 
wall, and even so it's a bit rich through the mid· 
bass and lower midband. Above this it follows a 
gently but determinedly falling characteristic of 
about SdB/decade, punctuated by significant local 
unevenness. 

VERDICT 
A big box for your bucks (or pounds sterling); bass Is 
b&tler than most at the price. 

Balance Is distinctly rich, dull and laid back- you could 

describe n as lacking excnement. 

£149.99 

SOUND 
QUALITY 
•••oo 

VALUE FOR 
MONEY 

••••o 

of its own slightly honky contribution, but it 

shows less congestion than many of the small­

er models. Timing is not unduly compromised, 

and low frequencies at least show a modicum 

of dynam1cs and differentiation. That's not to 
say we're talking about real excitement o1· 
drive. Pleasantly laid back is a fairer description, 
though it could be a little too rich for some. 

Conclusion 
Does the out-of-phase manufacturing naw 

disqualifY this model from Recommendation? 

On balance it seems best to dismiss this 

unfortunate sample fault as untypical. This 

leaves the 0200 looking like rather good 

material value for money, and a decent. 1f dull, 
performer with rather better bass capabilities 
than probably anything at the price. 

Harman Audio UK Ltd. Unit 2 Borehamwood lnd 

Park, Rowley Lone, Borehomwood, Herts 

WD6 5PZ � 081-207 5050 

�rXIITkbLII 
50 100 200 500 111 2k 5k tOk 2()k 

Reasonable, but falling, overall balance 
with a fair amount of unevenness. 

Close-to-wall siting makes the overall 

I 
balance much too thick and heavy. 

MOO .... ,...,..,_ 

=ffffhn m 
50 100 200 

The LS 0200 proves to be an easy load 
even for budget amplifiers to drive. 
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Jamo Cornet 40 Ill 

D 
an ish speaker specialist jam

. 

o specialises 

in finding and filling all sorts of interest­

ing market niches. The Comets are very 

squarely aimed at the Brit1sh taste for 

small bookshelf size models wh1ch sell at very 

competitive prices. 

The 40 has made previous Mkl and If 

appearances (in issues 90 and 98 respectively), 

and this M kill version follows in many of the 

same footsteps. The most obvious changes 

are that the price has crept up from £I 00 to 

£130 over the intervening three years, which 

is a pretty hefty rate of inflation, while the new 

review samples came finished in a rather 

fetching simulated mahogany finish (£ISO), of 

a style popular on the European mainland. 

Flush mounted drivers and post-formed baffe 

edges would make for a slick grille-off appear­

ance, were 1t not fo1- a rather silly looking 

badge st1cking out. 

One thing that hasn't changed, unfortu­

nately, is the drive unit fixing arrangements. As 

before, this is a combination of feeble wood­

screws biting into a layer of chipboard so thin 

as to render proper tightening impossible. The 

front panel itself isn't that thin, but the practice 

of rebating the driver frame and plastic trim­

work, a positive feature aesthetically and 

acoustically, leaves much too little of the 

coarse gra1ned chipboard to grip the very nar­

row gauge screw threads. When I made this 

same crit1cism three years ago, the problem 

was quite widespread, but Jamo was the only 

notable offender in this current crop. 

In other respects things are positive 

enough, with a stronger box than most thanks 

to 17mm chipboard front and back linked by a 

12mm MDF wrap. Light internal damp1ng con-
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sists of just a layer of egg box foam covering 

the refiex-ported back panel. A single terminal 

pair feeds a well-spaced, hardwired four­

element crossover, tag connected to the 

I OOmm paper cone main driver and a 25mm 

fabric dome tweeter with slight horn flare. 

Sound quality 
The formal listening tests delivered a rather 

equivocal result, the strengths and weaknesses 

pretty much balancing out to a fair but 

Size (hxwxd) 

Weight 

Recommended amplifier power 

Recommended placement 

32x20x22cm 
4kg 

20·70W 

1-2ft from wall 

In room averaged response limits SOHz-1 OkHz ±4dB 
Large room/space LF roll-off (-6dB ref midband) 48Hz 
Large room/wall LF roll-off (-6dB ref midband) 48Hz 
Large room 20Hz output (ref mid) well below -15dB 

Estimated midrange sensitivity (ref 2.83V, 1m) 86dB 
Impedance characteristic (ease of drive) very good 

The modest sensitivity rating and limited bass 

extension are fair enough in the context of a very 

mild impedance which even the least capable 

amplification should find easy to drive. 
Close-to-wall siting led to too much lower mid­

band output, so leave at least a foot - and try 

two feet as well - when setting this model up. 

There's no sub-50Hz output worth reporting, but 

the balance above that point is flatter and more 

even than most of its peers through the bass and 

broad midband. A quite pronounced presence 
notch may be seen centred on 3.5kHz, but above 

that point the treble output recovers to a quite 
strong level 5-1 I kHz. 

The bass alignment has been changed somewhat 

from the Mkll, the new one having more relative 

bass output and better overall balance when clear 

of walls. The upper mid now measures flatter than 

before, but the crossover notch is deeper. 

VERDICT 
Very strong box for the price, with a balance that is flat 
overall; pretty mahogany option. 

Poor driver fixing arrangements; rather unraJenting and 
unforgiving quality to the top end. 

� £129.99 (black), £149.99 (mahogany) 
SOUND VALUEFOR 

QUALITY MONEY 

unspectacular averaged mark that glosses over 

quite a wide variat1on in individual reactions. 

The voice band is good and the m1dband 

quite coherent and open, but there's a rather 

unrelenting and unforgiving quality to the top 

end which can get a bit wearing. (A touch of 

that well publicised Danish sizzle?) The 

bottom end of the range isn't developed too 

well either. sounding a bit lazy and feckless 

with no real grip or authority, and a certain 

amount of box thnum too. 

Conclusion 
Equivocation must be the main theme of the 

conclusion too. it's not a bad speaker, but it's 

still not a great one. Any improvement over the 

Mkll has been negated by the pnce increase 

and the continuing driver fixing inadequacies. 

Jamo UK Ltd, Jamo House, 5 Faraday Close, 

Drayton Fields, Daventry, Northants NN I I SRD. 

� (0327) 301300 

Aoomaveragec'raspensa(lar;&room.frQaspaee) 

�LtJ#I M-lsll 
so 100 200 500 lk 

Fine flat overall balance marred only by 

3-4kHz suckout and limited bottom end. 

{Jf�ffbJ M I 
50 100 200 500 lk 2k 

Close-to-wall siting leaves the lower 

mid range exposed and heavy. 

I =HttR1tOO 
I The 40 Mkiiis prove to be an easy 

amplifier load across the whole band. 



LOUDSPEAKERS 

JPW Gold Monitor 

W 
est Country box stuffer par 

excellence, JPW has more than a 

handful of budget, baby bookshelf 

size speakers in its range. Many of 

these have passed this way and managed to 

pick up a Choice flag over the years. This is 

hardly surprising, when you place the little £80 

Gold Monitor alongside the NAD and TDL 

speakers in this group, and realise that 

although all three have the same physical 

dimensions, the two latter cost t: I 00 and 

[I 20 respectively. 

Perceived value is only part of the 

equation, of course, but there's no denying 

that you certainly get plenty of it here. 

However, one reason for the impressively 

competitive price is that this so called Gold 

Monitor loudspeaker is a Richer Sounds 

special. Therefore, any assessment of its value 

must be weighted according to your 

perception of that highly successful retail chain 

and its modus operandum. 

The ingredients are inevitably very familiar, 

the sealed box construction consisting of 

woodprint v;nyl wrapped 12mm chipboard, 

lightly filled with f1brous damping material. A 

single terminal pair feeds an ultra simple 

crossover with commercial grade wiring, but 

all is hardw�red. 

The driver fixing woodscrews were not 

particularly tight, the main driver using a 

I OOmm doped paper cone and small magnet 

on a pressed steel frame. The tweeter has a 

small 19mm soft fabric dome. The grille looks 

innocuous enough with a reasonably slim plas­

tic frame chamfered around the outside 

(acoustically wrong) edge, and is probably best 

left in the carton. 

Sound quality 
This is not the first JPW miniature to perform 

a giant-killing act, and though on this occasion 

the Gold Monitor didn't actually go to the top 

of the lists, it did come extremely close, 

proving itself capable of m;xing it with models 

nearly twice the price. 

Above all, it has a liveliness, exuberance and 

lack of bass congestion which few of the other 

miniatures can match, the bottom line being 

that 1t is JUSt more fun to listen to than many 

Size (hxwxd) 

Weight 
Recommended amplifier power 

Recommended placement 

27x18x18cm 
2.7kg 

20-70W 
close to wall 

In room averaged response limits 50Hz-10kHz ±5d8 
Large room/space LF roll-off (-6dB ref midband) 50Hz 
Large room/wall LF roll-off (-6dB ref mid band) 50Hz 
Large room 20Hz output (ref mid band) below -15d8 

Estimated mid range sensitivity (ref 2.83V, 1 m) 85dB 
Impedance characteristic (ease of drive) very good 

One of only two models in this group to feature 
sealed-box (as distinct from reflex-ported) bass 
loading, this has several implications. Sensitivity is 
slightly below the group average, and significantly 
below the overall market norm. The amplifier 
load dips down a shade below 6ohms at low 
frequencies, but remains very easy to drive. This 
is partly because there's just the single low 
frequency resonance for the amplifier to worry 
about, at around 95Hz. 

Close-to-wall siting is mandatory to help 
reinforce the midbass (50-150Hz), even though 
one unfortunate repercussion is to make the 
midband less even. The end result is not the 
smoothest trace around, but it is broadly well 
balanced and close to flat right across the band. 
Notable features include a mildly depressed broad 
presence ( 1.5-5kHz) plus a slightly worrying treble 
peak at 8-9kHz. 

VERDICT 
Remarl<able exubelanceand lack of low end congestion 
for the price -scores high on fun factor. 

Top end can sound a bit unrelenting; lacks any serious 
grunt or power; limited availability. 

£79.95 

SOUND 
QUAL Y' 
•••oo 

VALUE FOR 
MONEY 

••••• 

of its peers. The down side is that the tweeter 

is rather obtrusive and irntat;ng, as is the mild 

presence suckout. The net result is not exactly 

exciting, driving or particularly dramatic, and 

doesn't have any real authority or drive, but 

what do expect for £80? 

Conclusion 
The Gold Mon1tor is not a great loudspeaker, 

but it achieves enough of that rare and often 

inexplicable total package symbiosis to rise 

above the pack and set an exceptional 

standard for the price. This may include 

restricted retail availability, but it's also so 

ridiculously low as to make a Best Buy rating 

mandatory. 

Prospective purchasers should be warned, 

however, to check that their ears and 

systems can cope with the tweeter. 

Hi-Fi Direct Ltd, 202 Long Lane, London 
SE I 4QB. a 07 1-82 7 9827 

Treble appears rather bright, and bass is 
notably weak away from wall. 

-LH444bltll 
50 100 200 

Good overall balance despite some 
unevenness when sited close to wall. 

Nodutusolirnpedonce 

:Effflll 
Sk 1Dk ZDk 

The Gold Monitor is a straightforward 
and simple sealed box load. 
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LOUDSPEAKERS 

Mission 760i SE 

M 
ission's original Best Buy 760 (issue 

90) was a great favounte of mine and 

of the market as a whole. I didn't get 

quite as canried away about its 760i 

replacement (issue I I 0), but the marketplace 

made its own decision and immediately made 

this the number one budget bestseller. Its 

biggest rival today turns out to be this {_ISO 

SE variation on the 760i theme. This latest 

version uses many of the same ingredients but 

adds a few extra tweaks to try and JUStify the 

price premium. 

Visual identification is restricted to the 

gold badgework on the clever wraparound 

moulded frame grille, and the twin bi-wire 

tenminals on the back. Inside, the main driver 

turns out to have a much larger magnet than 

the standard 7 60i, or anything else in this test 

group for that matter. 

The package as a whole IS certa1nly one of 

the neatest and prettiest around. The speaker 

is fashionably slim with a moulded plastic 

baffle which incorporates a reflex port and 

helps max1mise the internal volume. it's 

aligned to be used with the main driver above 

the tweeter, which is one reason it looks a 

little odd w1th the grille removed, but the 

latter's artful design creates little, if any, 

acoustic impediment. 

The box is more rigid than most. The 

rather small panels being I 6mm stock, in 

place of the more usual I 2mm, and a foam 

lining instead of fibrous fill provides damping. 

The I OOmm doped paper cone and I 9mm 

fabric dome drivers were both very tightly 

fitted, while good quality internal wiring is 

hardwired throughout, via a simple, well 

spaced crossover. 
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. Sound quality 
The SE was well received by all bar one of our 

listening panel, coming close to the top of the 

list. The bass isn't wonderful, but at least it has a 

bit of drive, diffenentiation, and not too much 

congestion. The timing is also generally good. 

The slightly shut in balance adds a touch of 

blandness and squashes the midband a little. 

Despite this, voices remain clear, well focused 

and articulate, while the treble proper is well 

judged, managing to sound open without 

Size {hxwxd) 
Weight 
Recommended amplifier power 
Recommended placement 

29.5xl8x20cm 
3.8kg 

20-70W 
1ft from wall 

In room averaged response limits 50Hz-10kHz ±SdB 

large room/space LF roll-off (-6dB ref midband) 50Hz 

Large room/wall LF roll-off (-6dB ref midband) 45Hz 

Large room 20Hz output (ref mid) well below -15dB 

Estimated mid range sensitivity (ref 2.83V, 1 m) 87dB 

Impedance characteristic (ease of drive) quite demanding 

Sensitivity is above average in relation to the 

others, but any advantage is more or less negated 
by an impedance characteristic which extracts rela· 

tively more amplifier current than average. Bass 
extension is modest, output falling rapidly below 
50Hz because the port is tuned to a highish 60Hz. 

The measured balance clearly shows that the 

midbass needs some extra reinforcement from a 
nearby wall, but that this also introduces some 

additional unwanted unevenness across an otherwise 
impressively Hat broad midband. There's a notable 

discontinuity between midband and treble at I .5-
2kHz, but the tweeter recovers significantly 5-8kHz, 
leaving the presence band a shade depressed. 

Comparison to our 760i findings show only 
minor differences, the SE variation having a little 
more midbass and a little less low bass, a tad 
more tweeter output and a slightly less abrupt 
transition from mid to treble. 

VERDICT 
Tbls stylish boX Is a willing and aiJie performer with bellllr 

bollom and drive and dlllarentiallon than the budget norm. 

Lacks some drama and 80IIIIds a bit shut In; check 
whether lhe SE£20 premium Is wort11 n for you. 

£149.90 

SOUND 
QUALITY 
•••oo 

becoming too obtrusive. 

VALUE FOR 
MONEY 

••••o 

By absolute standards it's a bit small and 

constrained, but 1n a bookshelf context it does 

carry the musical flow with decent enthusiasm. 

And as hands on tests showed, the 7 60i SE 

handles power very well, and richly rewards 

careful attention paid to siting and supports, 

with a sound which can be unusually open and 

free from boxiness. 

Conclusion 
Stylish high class presentation is certainly one 

factor behind this model's already established 

success. But a sound quality close to the best 

provides further powerful justification for 

Recommendation. it may not be the best 

bargain around, but is one of the best 

overall compromises, and therefore most 

unlikely to disappoint. 

Mission Electronics, Stonehi/1, Huntingdon, 

Combs. a (0480) 451777 

1 UfftkRJ I 
50 \00 200 500 1k 

Lovely flat midband but presence 
suckout and limited bass. 

fFfftFH-M 
50 \00 200 500 1k 

Wall helps fill the bass but too close can 
upset the mid band evenness. 

Rather low impedance will drag plenty 
of current from the amplifier. 



LOUDSPEAKERS 

Mordaunt -Short MSlO 

I 
predicted this new(ish) Mordaunt�Short 

baby would make the Recommended lists 

when undertaking a Sessions piece 

recently (issue 126). As it turned out I was 

right. but the comfort zone was much smaller 

than I expected. Which only goes to show 
that the comparative group review is a much 

more critical and useful tool than any one�off 

assessment. 

The {_ I 30 MS I 0 has much in common 

with its 5. I 0 predecessor. This includes 

high-tech features such as the moulded plastic 

front and back panels, the former actually 

incorporating the basket for the main driver. 

However, the cosmetic grille and baffle 

treatment is all completely new and rather 

more conservative than before, while the 

metal dome tweeter is now made by 

Mordaunt-Short itself 

Though lar-ger than several in this group, 

the MS I 0 is more or less the classic miniature 

in size. The woodprint vinyl covered wrap 

uses 12mm chipboard, while the presentation 

favours keeping the main grrlle rn place. This is 

not really a great burden as the frame is a 
fairly unobstrructive moulding, and it is possible 
to remove the additional magnetically held 

tweeter protection mesh. 

The speaker's main driver uses a 90mm 

plastic cone, port loaded through the rear, 

while the tweeter has a 25mm metal dome. 

Both are fed via a very simple crossover from 

a single terminal pair. 

Sound quality 
Although I actually gave it my highest marks, 

the rest of the panel were rather less 

convinced by the MS I 0. More than one of 

them found the mid/top discontinuity rather 

disconcerting. "I feel I want to bring the lower 

register of the tweeter up a bit", commented 

an experienced designer with what proved to 

be uncanny accuracy. 

There was also some criticism of the 

quality of the top end, euphemistically 
described as 'distinctive' by one, 'bright and 

exposed' by another. Despite this slight treble 

'sting' the overall effect rs actually a bit dull and 

rich. The saving grace, however, is that the 

Size (hxwxd) 
Weight 
Recommended amplifier power 

Recommended placement 

30.5x18.5x21 cm 

4kg 

20·80W 

2ft from wall 

In room averaged response limits 50Hz-10kHz ±4dB 

Large room/space LF roll-off (-6dB ref midband) 50Hz 

Large room/wall LF roll-off (·6dB ref midband) 50Hz 

Large room 20Hz output (rei mid) well below -15dB 

Estimated mid range sensitivity (ref 2.83V, 1 m) 86d8 

Impedance characteristic (ease of drive) good 

Sensitivity is a shade below average, and bass 
extension is curtailed sharply below 50Hz. But 
the impedance is benign enough, even though it is 
significantly lower than the 5.10 at low 
frequencies. The limited low frequency extension 
here is due to the fact that the port/enclosure 
resonance is tuned to 70Hz, which is a higher 
frequency than most of its peers. The positive side 
is a theoretical increase in control over the c90Hz 
driver/box resonance, which should translate into 
good power handling and loudness capabilities. 

The balance is clearly better when sited away 
from walls, whereupon the MS I 0 can develop an 
impressively flat midbass-to-midband, and an 
impressively flat treble. The singular distinction is 
that there's a rather abrupt 4dB step between the 
two, at 1.3kHz. In this respect the overall shape is 
much more reminiscent of the earlier 3.10 than 
the 5.1 0. 

VERDICT 
Ane hlgh-tech build with a bass and mldband that's 
lively, communiCative and uncongested. 

Mid-to-treble integration is suspect; the top could 
ba sweeter, with more lower treble output. 

£129.99 
SOUND 

QUALITY 
•••oo 

VALUE FOR 
MON EY 

••••o 

bass and midband are reasonably lively. 

communicative and uncongested, and certainly 

better than the baby budget norm. Voices too 

are expressive despite some coloration. The 

whole thing is still short of drive and authority 

and only JUSt manages to get down and 
boogie, but that's better than not being able 

to boogie at all. 

Conclusion 
There remain one or two questions, 

hanging over the new tweeter in particular. 

However. the MS I 0 does sound more fun 

than the 5.1 0 ever did. To some extent it 

harks back to the bestselling 3. I 0 model from 

five years ago. This latest model still r-epresents 

ample high-tech value for money to JUStify 

continuing the Recommendation for this 

successful series. 

Mordaunt-Short Ltd. 3 Ridgeway, Havant, Hants. 

P09 IJS. 1!: (0705) 407722 

fN+IH4J I  
2k 5� 10� 201< 

Good bass-to-mid balance when clear of 

walls, but sharp discontinuity at l.SkHz. 

Balance becomes a bit too rich and heavy 

when the speaker is close against a wall. 

tffi4tt588 I I " ""' ,., "" ., " " .,, � 

An easy amplifier load; the port is 

tuned to a faily high 70Hz. 
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LOUDSPEAKERS 

NAD 801MM 

N 
AD is not primarily known for its 

loudspeakers. Amplifiers, CD players 

and other electronics are the stock in 

trade of this multi-national hi-fi 

specialist Despite this fact, the odd NAD 

loudspeaker has appeared from time to time 

on our regular review schedule (see issue 

126), and has tended to do rather well in the 

overall assessment 

This new £.I 00 80 I MM represents the 

baby of the range, and is very much the typical 

budget miniature. Its box dimensions are 

identical to both the JPW and TDL models 

covered in this report, the MM of the title 

presumably refering to that well known Disney 

character with the silly ears, Mim Monitor. 

Like the JPW, but unlike the others 

assembled here, the 80 I MM is a sealed box. it 

is distingu;shed, if that isn't too strong a word, 

by a slightly chamfered baffle edge- but not 

much else. An adequate grille, with fairly thin 

wooden frame, maintains the curve to 

minimise the visual impact. 

Both dnvers were tightly fixed w;th decent 

woodscrews, the part-rebated main driver 

using a small 90mm paper cone in a pressed 

steel basket driven from a chunky, decent size 

magnet. The tweeter resembles the popular 

low cost Audax design, with plast1c 

dome/annulus diaphragm behind phase com­

pensator and short horn, but is obviously from 

a different source. 

The black woodprint vinyl wrapped box is 

built from 12mm chipboard throughout The 

inside is filled with a substantial amount of well 

packed fibrous wadding. A gilt paw of speaker 

terminals feed the simple but generously rated 

and spaced, hardwired crossover with 
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standard internal wiring which tag-connects to 

the drivers. 

Sound quality 
Although clear of the bottom of the listings, 

the 80 I failed to distinguish itself in the blind 

listening tests, the faint praise including 

comments like; "A half interesting one, this" 

and "Great for an Indian restaurant". 

Balance is basically fairly good. Voices 

sound very clear and open if a shade over-

Size (hxwxd) 

Weight 

Recommended amplifier power 

Recommended placement 

27x18x18cm 

2.7kg 

20-70W 

close to wall 

In room averaged response limits 50Hz-10kHz ±4dB 
Large room/space LF roll-off {-6dB ref midband) 50Hz 
Large room/wall LF roll-off (-6dB ref midband) 48Hz 
Large room 20Hz output (ref mid) below -15dB 

Estimated midrange sensitivity (ref 2.83V, 1m) 84d8 
Impedance characteristic (ease of drive) very good 

One of only two sealed box (as distinct from 
reflex-ported) speaker systems in this group, the 
80 I follows pretty much the expected pattern for 
its ingredients. The load is particularly easy to 
drive, staying above 6ohms throughout and show­
ing just the single driver/box resonance at 85Hz. 

The main limiting factor is probably the 
sensitivity, which is well below average, our 84dB 
rating actually being a trifle generous (in the 
context of our notably ungenerous real world 
ratings). The sealed box confers decent enough 
ultimate bass extension (-IOdB at 30Hz), but does 
need close-to-wall siting in order to develop the 
midbass adequately. The consequence is significant 
broad unevenness across the otherwise flat and 
well contained (±4d8) response. Note particularly 
the rather obvious low-treble peak at 5-6kHz, 
registering several dB above the slightly depressed 
presence. 

VERDICT 
Good voice band clarity lllld decent build quality; decent 
material value for money alongside neat presentation. 

A bit Mlckey Mouse even for a Mini MDnltDt; sensltlvtly Is 
low and bass quality disappointing. 

£99.95 

SOUND 
QUAL TY 
••ooo 

VALUE FOR 
MONEY 

•••oo 

sibilant However, the bottom half of the 

audio band sounds distinctly compressed and 

shut in. The bass, in particular, has a curiously 

dead and flaccid tonal quality that fails to 

generate any real listener enthusiasm as it 

plods along as an afterthought to the overall 

thnust of the music. 

Conclusion 
NAD's previous and somewhat more 

expensive forays into loudspeaker design and 

marketing have been pretty successful by our 

standards at least Unfortunately, the same 

cannot be said for this new budget min;ature, 

which all too clearly deserves its Mickey 

Mouse soubriquet it's not bad value, and it's 

not a bad loudspeaker but, at the same time, 

it's not special. 

NAD Marketing Ltd. Adastra House, 40 1-405 

Nether Street London N3 I QG. 
-.:: 081-343 3240 

-rm:rruM 1 
500 1k 2lt SI< \01< 20k 

Well balanced though not particularly 
smooth; lacking in bass output. 

{�ftrEWM I 
50 100 200 500 1k 2k 5k 10k 201\ 

Wall reinforcement gives good midbass 
alignment but increases overall unevenness. 

_ .. _ 

:�81Hlttl11 
50< 101<. ZOk 

The NAD 801MM can be seen to deliver a 
very straightforward amplifier load. 



LOUDSPEAKERS 

Tannoy 60311 

T 
he smallest model in the extensive 
T annoy Sixes t·ange. the £.140 603 11 has 

a smaller main driver and narrower cabi­

net than the rest of the series, and is not 

necessarily the better for it. The original 603 

grabbed a Recommended flag (issue I 02), but 

that was a borderline case. 

This Mk/1 update, incorporates a number of 

detatl refinements, including the now gold 

anodised metal dome tweeter, but much of the 

design is very similar to its predecessor. One 

interesting change is that two foam plugs are 

now supplied so that the rear ported configura­

tion can be changed into a sealed box align­

ment. Experiment indicated that this might well 

be useful if the speakers have to be sited close 

to a wall - but that can bring other difficulties. 

Such a dinky little speaker does look a bit 

forlorn when perched on a stand out in free 

space. Despite the fact that the overall width 

is 22cm, the actual baffle width is JUSt I 6cm 
across, so the whole thing looked rather 

vulnerable perched on top of a speaker stand. 

With plastic end caps top and bottom, the 
sides, back and front cornpt·ise a hexagonal 

wrap. Such a shape defocuses internal standing 

waves, improves box stiffness and promotes 

lateral dispersion. The vinyl clad box is built 

from 12mm chipboard, and damped by a light 

fibre fill, but the brace which used to connect 
top and bottom with the back of the main dri­

ver magnet has been omitted in this Mk/1 

model. Bt-wire tenminals feed the minimalist 

crossover wtth heavy internal wiring, and tag 

driver connections. The main driver has a 

decent magnet and a 90mm plastic cone, 

while the tweeter uses a 24mm metal dome, 

under a removable protective mesh. All was 

well assembled, and even the moulded frame 

grille is a reasonable option. 

Sound quality 
The 603 If received short shrift from the 

listening panel, which dtsmissed it as shut in 

and boring. Half of them, without conferring, 

made comparisons with the sound of a 

transistor radio. 

Blind testing can give mtsleading results 

sometimes, through an unfortunate 

Size (hxwxd) 

Weight 

Recommended amplifier power 

Recommended placement 

33.5x22x1 6cm 
3kg 

20·80W 

experiment {see text) 

In room averaged response limits 50Hz� 10kHz ±SdB 
large room/space LF roll·off (-6dB ref midband) 45Hz 

Large room/wall LF roll-off (·6dB ref midband) 45Hz 
Large room 20Hz output (ref mid) well below ·15dB 

Estimated midrange sensitivity (ref 2.83V, 1 m) 86dB 
Impedance characteristic (ease of drive) good 

Studying the various curves for sealed box and 
ported operation suggested that free space siting 
with port open is likely to give the best results, 
partly because the excellent lateral distribution 
'reads' a nearby wall more clearly than a bluffer 
shaped model. 

Sensitivity is a shade below average, but the 
impedance in either mode should be easy for any 
amp to drive. Whichever mode of bass alignment 
is adopted - a little trial and error should estab­
lish the best compromise for any particular room 
and system - the balance above the bass/mid­
band, from 800Hz, starts to fall away gently but 
persistently, registering about -9d8 prior to the 
sharper ultimate roll-off at I OkHz. 

Comparison to the original 603 shows some 
improvement (+l-2d8) in relative treble level, plus 
slightly different port tuning, though neither change 
can be expected to have major repercussions. 

VERDICT 
The unusual hexagonal styling makes a refreshing 

change, promoting distribution and reducing boxy effects. 

Balance Is rather dull and the sound lacks drtva and 

authority; a bit small for free space siting. 

£139.99 

SOUND 
QUALITY 
••ooo 

VALUE FOR 
MO EY 

••ooo 

combination of speaker and stand, for example. 

Subsequent hands-on work showed that this 

T annoy IS rather better than the panel had sug­

gested, and can be persuaded to sound quite 

open and unboxy. 

But it was still difficult to raise any particular 

enthusiasm for its rather dull balance, and a 

bottom end which seemed eithe1· congested 

with the ports open, or utterly lacking in drive 

or authority when the plugs were in. 

Conclusion 
This is a neat and pretty little speaker to be 

sure, but the vtrtues which have made the 

larger Tannoy Sixes so successful do not seem 

to translate too effectively down to this 

miniaturised version. The optional port is an 

interesting development, but even this seemed 

of limited value in this instance. 

T annoy Ltd, Roseha/1 lnd Est, Cootbridge, 

Strathclyde MLS 4TF. e (0236) 420199 

{IffH14tll 
50 100 200 500 1k 2k 5o< 10� 20k 

Solid ports open; dotted ports blocked: 
keep ports open in free space. 

Solid ports open; dotted ports blocked: 
closed ports preferable here. 

MOduhlS ot !mpoOW>OO 

I Nbltf1EI 
.,. "" 

Trace dips a little below 6ohms, but is 
still an easy enough proposition. 
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''One of the 5 
best Hi-Fi shops 
in the world. ' ' 

High Fidelity mag. May 1990 

--�-- .·-· ·.• :..:· 

Come and� why! 
Satisfied customers are so impressed by the friendly service, professional 
advice and ultimate quality of our hi-fi that they recommend their friends 
and nominate Grahams for awards. Four air-conditioned dem rooms, probably 

the finest hi-fi facilities in Europe (most people are amazed when they visit us for 

the first time), lots of FREE parking, helpful, trained staff, 60 years trading, 

systems from £500 upwards. Ring for a chat, an appointment and a map! 

Ortofon is famed the world over for the tracking capability of its cartridges . 
Cartridges which will breathe new life into a cherished LP collection, divulging 

detail os never before. 
The cartrid_ge is always the key factor in the reproducticn of music from 

records and Ortofon has dedicated nearly 50 years to the manufacture of the 
finest pick-ups possible. Enjoying constant critical acclaim along the way. 

So if you wont to bnn_g more out of your records than ever imagined, ari 
Ortofon Cartridge will hove you hot on the scent. 

l&l � � � 
500 s.,;., NIC s.,;., '-Q-s.-,;.-, ---=>--' 1000 Sodo• 
��:·.r;[g:sor;��' £3CH:l oo 7r'��·c���, \Ctndges ���·c� io1503'1dges ���·c�OQ1\5001dges 

ortofon 
Ortofon (UK) Limited, Chiltern Hill, Chalfont St Peter, Bucks SL9 9UG . 

Tel: 0753 889949. 

GRAHRffiS HI·FI 

Canonbury Yard 190A New North Road 

London N1 ?BS 'B' 071-226 5500 



LOUDSPEAKERS 

TDL Near Field Monitor 

T 
DL's long established reputation is 

firmly based on transmission line 

loudspeakers, typically large upmarket 

fioorstanders with prod1gious bass 

extension, output and power handling. 

Late 1993, however, saw the introduction 

of a range of much cheaper models, as 

competitive as anything on the market in 

terms of perceived material value. Most recall 

the company's heritage through an RTL prefix, 

but this {_I 20 baby of the range is the Near 

Field Monitor, a name of such pretension I can 

almost v1sualise John Wright's sardonic smile 

when he made the decision. 

it's the classic budget box-stuffing package, 

showing a very close resemblance in basic 

ingredients to both the NAD and JPW mod­

els in this group. Yet it also now costs signifi­

cantly more than either, thanks to a recent 

post-launch £20 price increase from the origi­

nal {_I 00 (Sess1ons, issue 125). Th1s 1s not the 

first time I've encountered the reprehensible 

stl-ategem of launching at a competitive price, 

getting favourable reviews in the p1·ess, and 

then Jacking the price up a month or three 

later to cash in on the demand. 

it's a small rear pori:ed box in vinyl clad 

chipboard, built up from 12mm wrap and 

13mm baffe sections, and lightly filled with 

fibrous material. The grille has a thick wooden 

frame, and is probably best left unused. The 

surface mounted drivers were trghtly held by 

chunky woodscrews, the main driver using a 

I OOmm doped paper cone and decent magnet 

on a pressed frame. The tweeter looks like a 

variation of the Gustly) popular Audax theme, 

with small hard plastic dome/annulus behind 

short hom and phase compensator. A single 

terminal pair- feeds a simple hardwir-ed 

crossover network. 

Sound quality 
The Near Field Monitor d1d little to impress a 

listen1ng panel which was admittedly seated in 

the far field, some four metres from the 

speakers. Good consistency between two 

separate presentatrons left this model well 

down the overall rankings, one panellist 

commenting that it made Christy Moore 

Size (hxwxd) 

Weight 

Recommended amplifier power 

Recommended placement 

27x18x18cm 
2.5kg 

20-60W 

1ft from wall 

In room averaged response limits 50Hz-10kHz ±SdB 

Large room/space LF rolloff (-GdB ref mid band) 50Hz 

Large room/wall LF rolloff (-6dB ref midband) 50Hz 

Large room 20Hz output (ref mid) well below -15dB 

Estimated midrange sensitivity (ref 2.63V, 1m) 86dB 
Impedance characteristic (ease of drive) good 

Sensitivity is a shade below average, but very 
respectable given the easy to drive impedance and 
modest size main driver and box. The price, 
inevitably, is extracted in the very modest bass 
extension. The port output, centred on 60-70Hz, 
helps keep thing going down to 50Hz, but that's 
your lot. Some wall reinforcement will be helpful, 
even though that's hardly in the Near Field 
Monitor tradition, but keep it about a foot out to 
avoid colouring up the midband. 

Given appropriate siting the overall balance is 
rather good, holding within close limits above 
I 50Hz. However, it's not particularly smooth 
through the midband, and the mid-treble looks 
uncomfortably exposed. Although the top end mea­
sures flat in relation to the midband here, which 
ought to be a good thing - that is, a few dB 
stronger than the norm - such a relatively bright 
top end will need a very high quality tweeter. 

VERDICT 
Good build quality; it's buiH well too; a compact 
enclosun1 for the price. 

Recent price rise takes H out of competitive contention; 
poor low frequency resolution and analysis. 

£119.95 

SOUND 
QUALITY 
••ooo 

VALUE FOR 
MONEY 

••ooo 

sound like Val Doonican (who?). 

Close up listening failed to change the 

verdict significantly. The treble is a shade 

exposed, but stays quite clean and clear so gets 

away with it, despite the mild presence band 

suckout. But musical information in the bass and 

lower mid is very poorly differentiated, with no 

authority and dynamic or any other kind of 

resolution. Significant thickening and congestion 

also significantly compromised timing cues. 

Conclusion 
Even at the original launch price the Near Field 

Monitor is not a particularly impressive 

proposition. The new {_ 120 price-tag makes it 

distinctly uncompetitive in a group context, 

handicapped by poor analysis of low 

frequency information. 

TDL Electronics Ltd, Unit 2, Pilot Trading Estate, 

Hugh Wycombe, Bucks HP I 2 JAB. 

a (0494) 441191 

Roomav<lragQdr�spons�(lar!;l<!fOOm,1re<!spa.ce) 

Uneven but good overall balance, but 
midbass light and mid treble strong. 

Close to wall helps the mid bass but 
thickens the lower mid band. 

Easy amplifier load shows Near Field 
Monitor port tuned to around 65Hz. 
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CHESTERFIELD SHOW 
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Ringw 
Brimington 
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Further details: (0709) 875408 or (0246) 200096 

On the A619 4 miles West from J30 M 1 Motorway 

• Bar lunches 
• Free Car Parking 

On lheM19 
4 miles West from J30 

Ml Motorway 



T
he nine budget speakers 

assembled for this group test 

have a great deal in common, 

in terms of their ingredients that 

is.All use two drivers, a combina­

tion bass/mid unit and a tweeter, 

and all but the HarmanfKardon 

have small, under 10 litre 

enclosures. Indeed, theJPW, NAD 
and TDL appear to share almost 

identical cabinets. 

However, that doesn't mean 

they sound the same. In fact, the 

variation between the best and 

worst in our listening tests was 

rather wider than I or the panel­

lists expected, especially as the 

whole spread extended little 

above the bottom half of an over­

all 'goodness' scale. 

There were some common fac­

tors. Given the small boxes and 

main drivers, the lack of any seri­

ous bass was universal and 

inevitable, although the H/K did 

take full advantage of its larger 

enclosure here. 

More significant is that the 

quality of bass information and 

dynamics showed large varia­

tions between the different mod­

els. This factor has a lot to do with 

how real and coherent a speaker 

will sound, and is actually more 

important than the frequency 

balance in the overall assess­

ment, although attempts to pin 

it down through measurement 

have so far proved elusive. 

Although the assembled nine 

represent a sufficiently large slice 

of the budget speaker market to 

be broadly representative, we 

also had on hand a couple of 

extant Best Buys to help put the 

project into long term perspec­

tive. Both the JPW Sonata (£115 

in 'real' wood) from issue 71 and 

the much more recently assessed 

Wharfedale CRS3 (from £90, 

issue 122) were included in the 

auditioning procedures, con­

firming theirown continued Best 

Buy status and providing 

price/performance targets for 

this new group. 

LOUDSPEAKERS 

The £80 JPW Gold Monitor has 

a stonking bottom end for a baby. 

Cheap and cheerful is the watch­

word, and though the top end 

does let things down a bit, fun is 

firmly on the agenda. 

Despite their very similar 

enclosures, neither the £100 NAD 
801MM nor the £120 TDL NFM 
quickened the listening panel's 

pulse to anything like the same 

degree. Lack! ustre and congested 

are the words that come most 

readily to mind here, as they did 

with the £140Tannoy 603!!. 

In terms of price and perfor-

I I L 

� lll 2_� u���llUll\ 

Best Buys and Recommendeds 
Products that make the grade are awarded Hi-Fi Choice's unique 
Best Buy or Recommended accolades. This sets them apart as 
being capable of a higher standard of fidelity than average 
at a particular price. 

A product carrying the Best Buy swing tag is significantly 
better than the alternatives in its price band. lt is of 
excellent quality and very good value for money. 
Watch out for this logo. lt is your guarantee of quality. 

Recommended products are also very good, 
but not quite in the same league as Best Buys. 
Despite being runners up, they are definitely worth 
considering, as they may prove more compatible in 
some systems. 

Best buys and recommended models 
Best buys 
Celestion 3 Mk/1 £ 130 Smooth and polished by budget speaker 

standards, if a bit laid back for some tastes. 

JPW Gold Monitor £80 Great sound for pound value through bass 

and midband, but the top end's rather coarse. 

Recommended 
Harman/Kardon LS 0200 £ISO Laid back to a fault but 

entertaining nonetheless, and a big box for the price. 

Mission 7 60i SE £ ISO Tweaked 7 60i vanation is one of the 

prettiest and best balanced babies around; a demanding amp load. 

Mordaunt-ShortMS-10 £130 Hi-tech baby has fine bass/mid 

integrity but the top end is less appealing. 

mance, the middle ground is 

occupied by the £130 Jamo 

Cornet 40 III, a decent enough 

performer let down by poor dri­

ver fixing, the mostly rathergood 

Mordaunt-Short MS-10, and the 

large and laid back £150 

Harman/Kardon LS 0200. 

Best of the rest 
Besides the five selected for commendation 

among our nine new contenders, more than a 

dozen models from previous tests continue to 

enjoy some or other availability and remain 

equally attractive prospects for purchasers. After all the hype, it was 

gratifying, finally, to confirm 

that the £150 Mission 760iSEdoes 

come up with the sonic goods, 

although our listeners actually 

preferred the somewhat less 

expensive Celestion 3 Mkii, a 

ported £130 variation on a 

familiar theme. 

Models like the£ I 00 AllisonAL I 00, £110 

Celestion I, £ 120 Heybrook Prima, £I SO Jamo 

Comet 50 and £I I 0 Wharfedale CRS3 tend to be at the lively end, while the 

£120 B&W 200 I and£ 130 Mission 7 60i offer a more refined perspective. 

JPW has four entrants, from the £60 Mini Monitor (Richer Sounds), via the 

£80 Minim and Best Buy£ I 00/£ I I 5 Sonata to the larger£ 135 PI Vinyl. 
But for anyone wanting to be more than a little different, the cute 

space-age £ISO Canon S-30 (pictured above) is also plenty of fun. 
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Naim Audio - Arcam - AVI - Rega - Roksan - ATC - Royd Quad 
Rotel - Pink Triangle - Sugden - Audio Alchemy - Mission 

Heybrook - Marantz - E pos - Philips- LYRA- Acoustic Energy 
JPW - Nakamichi - Denon Aura- NAD - I n finity - Pioneer 

Aiwa 
NOT ALL PRODUCTS STOCKED AT BOTH SHOPS, PLEASE PHONE FOR DETAILS 

Listening Lounges - Home Installations - 2 Year Guarantees - Full Servicing Facilities 
BOURNEMOUTH Y&OVIL 

1 28, Poole Road 1 1 0, Middle Street 
\X/estbourne Yeovil 

Bournemouth Somerset 
0202-751522 0935-79361 

rl Srt:OPS 

O"E FOR DETAILS 0°/o 

More Music, 
Better Fidelity 



LESS HI·FI I I I MORE MUSIC 
Arcam, Audiolab, Creek, Cyrus, Denon, 

Epos, Heybrook, Linn, Marantz, Mission, 

NAD, Nairn, Nakamichi, Rega, Rotel 

... plus other selected brands. 

Not all brands stocked at both shops. 

• SONY • TECHNICS • YAMAHA • JVC • 
- � o IMPOSSIBLE - WE KNOW!! o 
u z 

� BUT IT'S TRUE I 11 � 
< J: 

: HERE AT TWENTY-20 � � WE HAVE BROADENED � 
OUR RANGE AGAIN I I I � l­

a: 
0 
J: 
CfJ 
1-
z 
� 

"NOW IN STOCK" 
0 
z 
• 

SHARP PROJECTORS, ALL UK S: 
RELEASE REL SUBWOOFERS, > 

HARMAN THX PRODUCTS, POLK � 
< AUDIO SPEAKER RANGES, Z 

6 HOTEL STREET, 32 GOLD STREET, 

� MARANTZ MICRO PROJECTOR, � 
0 AND MUCH, MUCH MORE!! • 

� 
� � TWENTY 20 AUDIO VISUAL LTD m 
t . (\. UNIT 205, LAKESIDE SHOPPING CENTRE � LEICESTER NORTHAMPTON · 1Jj WEST THURROCK, GRAYS RM16 1ZQ < 
.J 

-"""'-''"'"""'-
TEL: 0708 891818 • FAX: 0708 891300 0 

TEL: 0533 623754 TEL: 0604 37871 a:l V OPENING HOURS 0 
"") MON-THURS 10AM • 8 AM. FRI10AM- 9PM. SAT 9AM- 7.30PM CJ 
• PHILIPS • REL • POLK • BOSE • 

RICHMOND'S ONLY REAL HI·FI SHOP 
R I 

422 RICHMOND ROAD 

EAST TWICKENHAM 

MIDDLESEX TW1 2EB 
at the foot of Richmond Bridge 

TEL: (081) 892 7613 

FAX: (081) 892 7749 

0 P E N  
Mon-Sat 1 Oam-5.30pm 

Thursday 1 Oam-7pm 
Later by appointment 

WE ARE A FAMILY business, more concerned with 
establishing a long term relationship with our customers 
and so ensuring that they are pleased with their purchase. 
WE SELECT equipment that in our opinion is from the best 
and most reliable manufacturers. 
WE INSIST that our customers listen before the purchase 
and so offer a comfortable l istening environment 
with unbiased advice, because if the sound does not thrill 
you, then manufacturing specifications and price are 
totally irrelevant. 

FACILITIES 
• 2 fully equipped hifi listening rooms • 1 fully equipped home cinema 
and surround sound listening room • Home insta llation service 
• Multiroom design and insta llation • Export enquiries welcome 
• 0% and low cost finance facilities available • BADA bonded dealer 

• 2 year parts and labour guarantee 

PRODUCTS STOCKED 
APOGEE ARCAM AUDIO INNOVATIONS AUDIOLAB AUDIO RESEARCH AURA B&W 8&0 BOSE 

CASTLE COPLAND DENON EXPOSURE KEF KRELL MERIDIAN MARANTZ MARTIN LOGAN 

MICHELL MICROMEGA MISSION MUSICAL FIDELITY NAD NAKAMICHI QED (systemline) QUAD 

ROTEL SONUS FABER SONY TANNOY TDL THETA TOTEM other high end products also available 

ACCESSORIES FROM: AUIDIOQUEST BEYER JECKLIN SENNHEISER TRANSPARENT AUDIO VDH 



O
ne sure 

reason that hi-fi, 

as we know it, is in the 

doldrums is simply the lack of serious 

and successful innovation in audio-only 

formats. Compact disc still has many 

years of development and momentum 

ahead, but one can hardly describe 

DCC or Mini Disc as riding on a wave of 

consumer enthusiasm. 

Instead, manufacturers, retailers and 

consumers are waking up to the fact 

that at least part of the future lies in 

audio-with-video media in one form or 

another. And the leading edge of this AV 

evolution turns out to be the 

Hollywood feature film. 

In the mid-eighties, big budget movies 

began coming out on video with 

something called Dol by Surround 

sound. Most feature films now have this 

surround sound feature encoded into 

their stereo soundtracks; Nicam and 

satellite transmissions have joined video 

as sources; and Dolby Pro-Logic 

deprocessing has significantly improved 

the separation of the surround sound 

effects from the stereo mix. 

Hi-fi and consumer electronics 

manufacturers have started bringing out 

all manner of Dol by Surround sound 

reproduction equipment. Some, like the 

T oshiba and Hitachi Dol by Pro-Logic 

colour televisions, have very little to do 

with hi-fi. Others, like the four 

processors assembled for this feature, 

are designed to operate alongside or as 

an extension to a real hi-fi system. 

This is still a relatively new market. 

The various equipment stereotypes are 

only partly established, and 
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continue to experiment 

with different options. Each of the four 

Dolby Surround processors under 

scrutiny here has taken a subtly different 

route towards the far from easy task of 

letting you have your Pro-Logic 

decoded cake while enabling you to eat 

your proper hi-fi stereo sound too. 

If you already have a decent hi-fi 

system, you're not necessarily going to 

want to junk it and start from scratch, 

although this is probably the ideal way 

to get the very best movie surround 

sound reproduction. Even placing a 

television set in between a pair of high 

class speakers represents a significant 

sonic compromise in serious audiophile 

terms, so it's best to put the home 

cinema in a completely separate room 

from the hi-fi. 

However, most will want to achieve a 

compromise which enables both to be 

enjoyed according to the medium 

chosen at the time. And that, in short, 

means introducing a Dol by Surround 

processor at some point in the chain. 

Don't make the mistake of choosing 

an AV amplifier or receiver instead of a 

processor. These packages may be 

good value, but are really intended to 

replace rather than add-on to your 

existing amplifier. 

And unless your own amplifier is in 

desperate need of upgrading, swapping 

for one of these is more than likely to 

downgrade your stereo sound. None of 

the half dozen I've so far tried, when 

operating in stereo mode, can match a 

basic hi-fi-oriented budget stereo 

amplifier like the £230 Arcam Alpha 5. 

Paul Messenger takes 

a look at four of the 

latest surround sound 

processors. Can you 

combine hi-fi with TV 

and video to get good 

cinema surround 

sound without having 

to junk your existing 

hi-fi system and start 

from scratch? 

he immediate curiosity is 

that none of the four pro­

cessors in this test come 

from the major Japanese 

brands which dominate 

the AV amplifier and 

receiver markets. Instead we've come 

up with a mixture of US and British 

designs, leavened by a little Taiwanese 

manufacturing. Each will do the job 

required, but in subtly different ways. 

Working upwards in price order, 

Mordaunt-Short is one ofBritain's lead­

ing specialist speaker companies. and 

one of the first to wake up to the UK 

potential of home cinema. Its Home 

Entertainment series speakers. espe­

cially the cute little CS1 dialogue/sur­

round model, have been notably 

successful, so expanding into the elec­

tronics side of tl1ings is a natural pro­

gression. 

Called Decoder One, tl1is £299 pack­

age provides basic Dolby Pro-Logic 

decoding without the frills and dis­

tractions of alternative ambience sim­

ulations. Built-in (but optional) power 

amps for centre-front and rear have 

limited power (30W plus 20W), and 

without a remote control, operation is 

strictly hands on. 

One hundred pounds more buys t11e 

£399 NAD 910. from a o·ue specialisthi­

fi multi-national which combines UK 

research and development labs with 

Far Eastern manufacturing. The first 

mE CAST LIST 

Adcom GSP-560 

Fosgate Mode! Five 

Mordaunt-Short 
Decoder One 

NAD910 

Twenty channels 
of Pro-Logic 
home cinema, 
from Adeem, 
Fosgate, 
Mordaunt-Short 
and NAD. 



T
o anyone who takes hi-fi sound 

reproduction in any way 

seriously, stereo is stereo, and 

Dolby Surround is Dolby Surround; all 

else is playing games. But playing 

games can be fun, and adding a little 

extra surround even to your stereo 

sound can have some interesting and 

often very positive effects. 

lt almost always seems to add extra 

space and air to the overall sound, and 

if handled with care and subtlety (you 

shouldn't even be aware that the 

surround speakers are there) 

somehow seems to open up and 

neutralise the normally slightly 

claustrophobic acoustic characteristics 

of the average listening room. 

If surround effects can often be very 

positive, the same cannot be said about 

the centre dialogue channel derived by 

Pro-Logic processing. The most 

serious problem is that the dialogue 

speaker and TV screen both need to 

be in the same place. For acoustic 

reasons it's usually best to place the 

speaker on top of the TV set, but 

mechanically speaking that's a lousy 

place to put an important loudspeaker. 

Anyone using serious main hi-fi 

speakers may find it effectively 

impossible to make an adequate 

centre-front match. In such cases the 

'phantom' mode- or even a direct 

unadulterated stereo feed- may well 

give superior results. 

NAD home cinema product to go on 

sale in the UK, it is less elaborate and 

expensive than the 917which has just 

appeared in the USA. 

I t's really a combination processor/ 

preamplifier. with remote switching 

and routing of composite video signals 

alongside audio. as well as delivering 

Dol by Pro-Logic and various simulated 

surround effects. 

However, there are no built-in ampli­

fiers, so you have to add a couple of 

channels (at least) of extra power 

amplification over and beyond the 

assumed extant main stereo amp. 

Alternatively the NAD, or any of the 

other processors in this test, could be 

used with a dedicated six channel AV 

power amplifier. like the Chord SPM 

2000 (see page 63). 

Fosgate may well be an unfamiliar 

name. at any rate to those for whom 

the occasionally bizarre world of in-car 

hi-fi remains a closed book. From a base 

as a leader in US high-end ICE, Fosgate 

has used its processing know-how to 

move into domestic home cinema. 

Its decidedly upmarket Home-THX 

approved Model Three(badged also as 

the Harman/Kardon A VP1) arguably 

represents one version of the-state-of­

the-art as far as cinema sound process­

ing goes. 

The £599 Model Five is an ultra com­

pact and less expensive stripped down 

variation on the theme, without the H­

THX refinements and other frills. It 

seeks nevertheless to provide basic 

Dolby Pro-Logic deprocessing to 

extremely high standards. Like the 

NAD, extra rear and dialogue power 

amplifier channels are needed. 

Adcom too is hardly a household 

word, at least outside of America. TI1is 

EastCoast(New Jersey based) US ampli­

fier specialist having only quite recent­

ly reached these shores courtesy of 

Celestion. 

The £599 GSP-560 shares the top 

rung of the price ladder, but is a much 

more substantial unit than the others 

here, thanks to relatively beefY built in 

amplification for centre front and sur­

round channels (SOW plus 2x40W). 
There's considerable flexibility here 

too, plus a fair range of synthesised sur­

round modes over and above the basic 

Doiby Pro-Logic function. 
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FACILmES 

Adcom GSP-560 

Fosgate Model Five 

Mordaunt-Short Decoder One 

•oooo 

NAD910 

The Mordaunt-Short scores lowest on 
facilities, but that could be a positive 
advantage for those who just want to 

add the ability to replay movie sound­

tracks correctly alongside existing 
stereo sources. The one regrettable 

omission is any form of remote control. 
There are no switching facilities of 

any kind, but that need not be a draw­
back. With screen-linked 1V audio out­
puts, you only need to run one stereo 
lead to your hi-fi pre-amp, and link 
Decoder One in to the pre-outfmain-in 
or tape loop circuits. 

One reason the Fosgate is so small is 
that there isn't a single control surface 
on the front panel. just plug it in, note 
the mild mechanical hum (not unusu­
al with US products designed for llOV 

60Hz mains, but a pity all the same), 
and it's over to the remote handset for 
all the operations. 

Well, that's the plan. In practice the 
two samples proved irritatingly reluc­
tant to respond to commands. Plenty 
of tell-tales confirm status, but give no 
indication of relative volume. 
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American muscle 
aplenty from 
Adeem's 
GSP-560. 

Mordaunt-Short's 
Decoder One. 

Good value, 
but where's the 

remote? 

Choosing 

There are no in put switching or rout­
ing facilities of any kind, but as with 
the Mordaunt-Short this need be no 

handica p.Al though the Classical mode 
leaves the front left and right channels 
undisturbed, there's no formal stereo 
by-pass setting, which mitigates 
against using the pre-outfpower-in 
option- tape in/out is the better route 
to use here. 

Manual rotary controls on the rear 

of the unit are used to balance all the 
different channels separately in test 

signal mode. There's quite a range of 

between them will 

substantially depend 

on where you're 

coming from. 

smTotmd options, including a so-called 
70mm alternative to the regular Pro­
Logic brew, but no narrowfwide band­
width or phantom options for the 

centre-front channel. 

There's some sense in both Fosgate's 

and NAD's decisions to omit power 
amplification, both from the point of 
viewof keeping the units compact and 
to encourage the use of 'real' (and 
preferably matching) power amps, 
especially for the dialogue channel. 

One of the best things about the NAD 
is a wonderfully well explained manu­

al, which goes into considerable detail 

on all the different system connection 

possibilities, and is an object lesson on 
how this complex subject ought to be 
described. 

The front panel has a copious sprin­
kling of identical buttons with cute tell­
tale status lights, covering three-source 
AV input switching and bypass capa­

bilities as well as a relatively modest 

selection of surround modes and just 
two alternative delays. Rear panel 
switches preset the dialogue channel 

to 'real/phantom' and 'narrow/wide'. 
Unusual features include a sibilance 

filter and something called COR which 
acts as a gentle dynamic range com­
pressor (very handy for late night 
movie buffs who don't want to wake 
the whole family). Nearly all functions 
are duplicated on the handset, except 

selection of the straight stereo bypass 
mode, which is a trifle irritating. 

Like most, the Adcom eschews any 



attempt to perform AV switching, but 

does supply some pretty muscular 

power amplification for dialogue and 

surround channels. Arguably the best 

among the many features, however, is 

the remote motorised master volume 

control, complete with a two colour 

illuminated blob, giving instant access 

and volume setting confirmation. 

Besides Dol by Pro-Logic there's a fair 

range of simulated surround modes 

and four alternative delay settings. A 

'bass EQ: boost button will offend 

purists, but reflects market demands. 

The rear panel has line-out sockets (of 

limited gain range) as well as speaker 

outputs for the dialogue and surround 

channels, switches for presetting dia­

logue mode (phantom/narrow/ wide) 

and various subwoofer socket cross­

over arrangements. 

EASE OF USE 

Adcom GSP-560 

Fosgate Model Five 

Mordaunt-Short Decoder One 

••••o 

NAD910 

All four proved satisfactory enough, 

with a bit of practice. Sheer simplicity, 

sensible button layout and helpful, if 

twee, display would make the Decoder 

One quite the easiest to use were it not 

for the lack of remote control. There's 

adequate range to balance the various 

channels, providing your main chan­

nel speakers aren't grossly more sensi-

tive than the rest. 

Thanks to its tasty master volume 

control, well laid out handset and 

sheer flexibility, the Adcom comes 

next. Although there were balancing 

problems when trying to feed all four 

surround channels directly into a 

multi-channel Chord power amplifier, 

this is unlikely to prove troublesome in 

normal 'loop through' configurations. 

Presumably the intransigence of the 

Fosgate's remote was a sample aberra­

tion. Both Fosgate and NAD handsets 

could have been better labelled and 

NAD's 9/0 has 
no built-in amps, 
but has loads 
of buttons to 
play with. 

Don't lose the 
remote for 

the Fosgate 
Model Five-

laid out, and neither unit included 

speaker configuration displays, 

although the NAD is arguably the most 

flexible and well featured of all the 

processors. 

SOUND UALI1Y 

Adcom GSP-560 

Fosgate Model Five 

Mordaunt-Short Decoder One 

•••oo 

NAD910 •••oo 

there are no 
other controls. \ We attempted to audition each unit in 

its Dolby Pro-Logic mode in the sim­

plest system with the shortest signal 

paths. In this 'purist' arrangement, sig­

nals were fed directly from a Ferguson 

FV-395 S-VHS VCR to each processor, 

and the five line level outputs (sub­

woofers being unnecessary given the 

wide bandwidth main speakers) fed 

directly on to a Chord SPM 2000 six­

channel power amplifier(see box). TI1is 

in turn powered five Tannoy dual con­

centric loudspeakers of various kinds. 

TI1is wasn'tpossiblewith theAdcom, 

which needed its main left and right 

line-out signals reduced relative to 

front and surround line-outs (as would 

normally be done by the main amp lif­

er volume control in loop-through 

connection). With high quality attenu­

ation provided by a Naim NAC52, the 
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GSP-560 still managed to deliver a less 

coherent and more artificial sound 

than the other processors. Matters 

were not improved by substituting the 

internal power amps. although these 

delivered a pretty respectable perfor­

mance which would be more than 

adequate in a less 'high-end' home 

cinema setup. 

Separating the Mordaun t-Short and 

the NAD is a little like comparing 

apples with pears. The NAD did the bet­

ter job of integrating the front sound­

stage, with a top end sweetness and 

delicacy which is close to the best in the 

class. But the sound also seemed a bit 

short of weightand all those other nice 

I 
f you're planning to get serious 

about AV surround sound, then 

whichever processor and brand of 

speaker you use, it's a big advantage to 

have the same standard and type of 

amplifier throughout to provide the 

muscle. And you do need lots of 

muscle, if only to stop the soundfield 

crashing around your ears and spoiling 

the illusion when the going gets tough. 

Few can match the £4,600 Chord 

SPM 2000 for design sophistication or 

sonic refinement. This beautiful 

creation is of standard width and only 

14cm high, yet is capable of delivering 

200W of peak power through all six 

channels, albeit not simultaneously­

an arrangement which gives ample 

loudness in either stereo or surround 

sound modes. 

The design is based on Chord's 

familiar SPM I 000, highly regarded for 

its clarity and transparency, and 

currently used in active BBC monitor 

designs. The circuitry uses MOSFET 

devices and switched-mode power 

supplies, which helps account for the 

compactness, and in this instance six 

power amplifier cards have been fitted 

within the normal stereo chassis. 

There wasn't quite room to treble up 

on the input and output terminals, so 

the requisite dozen substantial4mm 

things that give a sense of scale. 

This in turn was where the 

Morda unt-Short did very well, bringing 

an impressive realism to a live broad­

cast from a large acoustic space. TI1e 

downside was a slightly brittle and 

spitty quality to the dialogue channel, 

which didn't integrate with the main 

left and right channels quite as sweet­

ly and convincingly. 

The Fosgate combined the best char­

acteristics of both, sounding less 

coloured and altogether more coher­

ent, transparent and delicate than its 

competitors. The Model Three/A VP1 is 

a videophile reference point, and this 

Model Five makes a similar perfor-

socket/binders are fitted directly to 

the chassis, while the inputs use an 

external box which links in through a 

multi-pin Canon plug/socket. 

Fed from a Harman/Kardon AVP I 

processor and driving the B&W 

Home THX speaker system, for 

example, movie sound quality was 

superbly seamless and coherent. The 

headroom seems almost unbelievable, 

especially considering its compact 

dimensions, and the surround illusion 

has unusual transparency and delicacy 

as well as real weight and scale. Our 

sample got rather warm, but that's at 

least partly because it was set to 220V 

for European export, so the quiescent 

current was a little high at 240V. 

M-S NAD ADCOM FOSGATE 
PRICE 299 399 599 599 

REMOTE NO YES YES YES 

POWER CENTRE-FRONT 30W N/A sow N/A 

POWER REAR 20W N/A 2X40W N/A 

AV INPUT SWITCHING NO YES NO NO 

STEREO BYPASS YES YES YES NO 

DIALOGUE WIDE/NARROW NO NO YES NO 

PHANTOM OPTION YES YES YES NO 

SET-UP NOISE SIGNAL YES YES YES YES 

SUBWOOFER OUTPUT YES YES YES YES 

Switched-mode 
masterpiece. 
Chord's SPM 
2000. 

mance standard available at a much, 

much lower price. The pity is that you 

have no alternative but to use the 'loop 

through' compromise in order to get 

regular stereo as well. 

VERDICT 

Adcom GSP-560 

Fosgate Model Five ••••o 

Mordaunt-Short Decoder One 
••••o 

NAD910 ••••o 

It's impossible to come up with a clear 

cut verdict on these four because it's 

not a true head-to-head comparison. 

Each does a somewhat different 

job, so choosing between them will 

substantially depend on where you're 

coming from and where your future 

aspirations lie. 

TI1e Adcom tops the list on ergon­

omics and features, and has ample 

on-board power to justifY its premium 

price, although the ultimate sound 

quality is a little limited. 

Better value, especially for those 

who merely want to add basic Dol by 

Pro-Logic with minimum fuss, the 

Mordaunt-Short Decoder One is 

attractively flexible and easy to use, if 

you don't mind hands-on operation. 

NAD provides remote, video input 

switching, considerable flexibility and 

good sound quality at a very reasonable 

price- especially if you happen to have 

a spare amplifier to draft in for the dia­

logue and surround channels. 

But the serious audiophile should 

certainly check out the Fosgate Model 
Five, which delivers surround sound 

delicacy and transparency which is 

rare at any price. 
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E 
very CD player is composed of a CD 

transport plus an on-board digital to 

analogue converter (DAC). The transport 

is responsible for handling the compact disc, 

extracting and decoding its digital data so that 

the DAC may recreate the original, analogue 

music. Most modern CD players also have a 

digital output which can be used to bypass the 

internal DAC in favour of an outboard 

converter, as an upgrade step. Lose the 

internal DAC altogether and you've the basis 

of this month's five-way test- standalone CD 

transports. 

Not one of these CD transports is any use in 
isolation; teamed with a sympathetic DAC, 

however, they should be capable of exceeding 

the quality of any single integrated CD 
player. It's rather like comparing a prefpower 

combination with a conventional integrated 

amplifier. 

Operating a CD transport is no different 

from a CD player. The bulk of a player's facili­

ties are linked to the transport whether this is 

integrated or not. Facilities it controls include 

direct track access, search, repeat, random 
and program play. The only features missing 
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CD tran port 
fi·om a CD transport are a head phone socket 

and variable output as these fall into the 

analogue domain, after the data has left the 

transport and DAC. 

Do you need different CD transports for, 

say, bitstream or multi-bit DACs? In short, no. 

This is because every CD transport, regardless 

of its origin, must adhere to a variety of con­

ditions published in both Philips' Red Book 

and IEC958 documents. These describe the for­

mat of the digital data and the conditions 

under which it is transmitted between the CD 

transport and DAC. 

As a consequence, compatibility should 
never be an issue, whether you decide to part­

ner the digital output of a Sony CD player with 

a Meridian DAC or a Wadia CD transport with 

an Arcam converter. 

Virtually every manufacturer likes to bend 

the digital rules to its advantage, however. 

This is especially true if such measures 

enhance compatibility between its own CD 

transports and outboard DACs. When we last 

looked at CD transports three years ago (issue 
96), we found that Meridian transports only 
really sang with Meridian DACs, just as 

Wadia transports were perfectly matched to 

Wadia DACs. But mix Meridian and Wadia 

models together and the results dropped out 

of sight, despite there being no obvious 

incompatibility. 

Sadly, testing five different CD transports 

with five different outboard DACs is quite 

impractical. After all, if manufacturers do 

stick to the letter of!EC958 then there's no 

reason why we shouldn't mix 'n' match 

with great success, hence our choice of 

Arcam Black Box 50 and DPA Digital PDM2 

outboard converters. Both offer a true 75ohm 

input impedance and neither harbours 
any technical oddities ready to trip-up an 

unsuspecting transport. 

The £450 BBSO recently wowed our listen­
ers into awarding it a Best Buy (issue 127). It's 

an ideal starter DAC to accompany any one of 

these transports. With future upgrades in 

mind, the £2,500 PDM2 DAC is also represen­

tative of the high-tech in high-end audio, a 

stunning perfonner regularly used as a source 

in our blind amplifier tests. So, with DACs of 

this ilk in mind, which of these CD transports 
is the best all-rounder? 



Making the right 
connection 
Five alternative digital interconnections are 

now in common use employing either 

electrical or optical modes of transmission. 

But whatever the mode, the format of the 

digital data remains absolutely identical- it's 

either transmitted as pulses of electricity or 

pulses of light. 

Electrical digital outputs use either phono 

(RCA) or BNC sockets but also include three­
pin XLRs if a professional balanced (AES/EBU) 

output is provided. Optical outputs include 

transmitters from T oslink and AT& T. As there 

is no earth link or return path, both offer an 

advantage over electrical connections by 

providing a one-way stream of data free of 

circulating interference. Sadly only the 

high-speed AT& T link really lives up to this 

promise in practice, and unfortunately, it does 

so at a price. 

How the listening tests were done 
Each of these CD transports was auditioned 

under strict, blind conditions by an impartial 

listening panel who were unaware of either 

the name or price of the 

individual products. Both 

Arcam Black Box 50 and 

DPA PDM2 outboard 

converters were used as 

representatives of different 

ends of the price spectrum 

while ?Soh m Audioquest 

Video Z interconnect was 

selected as the Best Buy 

from our last cables 

supplement (issue I 08). 

A broad repertoire of 

vocal, folk, rock and classical 

music was used to stretch 

the performance of each 

transport!DAC combina­

tion. Thanks, as ever, to our 

panel, Roger Batchelor (Denon), Mike 

Martindell (Arcam), Guy Sargeant (Audio 

Innovations) and Andy Whittle (Rogers). 

Understanding the test results 
The graphs and test results for a CD transport 

are qurte different from those obtained for an 

integrated CD player. After all, the output from a 

CD player covers the audio range while the 

digital output from a CD transport comprises a 

series of pulses transmitted at 2.8224MHz (2.8 

million times a second). 

You can view these digital pulses on the 

accompanying oscillograms wh1ch show the 

transport's digital output when terminated by a 

correct 75ohm load (see middle graph). Each 

pulse is registered as a transition when its 

vertical leading edge passes through the 

mid-point (the zero-cross position) of the 

graph. The speed or verticalness of each edge is 

given by the risetime and you can see from the 

oscillograms that some edges are obviously 

faster or straighter than others. 

CD's digital code uses a pair of transrtions to 

represent a logic one and a single transrtion to 

represent a logic zero. In this way, streams of ones 

.. 

FREQUENCY (50Hz/d iv) 

and zeros are squirted across from transport to 

DAC Because these pulses are firmly in the RF 

(Radio Frequency) spectrum, it's crucial that the 

impedance of the digrtal output, the digital 

interconnect cable and digital input are all 

matched. The IEC 958 standard suggests a 

characteristic impedance of75ohm wrth a pulse 

level of some 500mVp-p. You can see from the 

oscillograms that many CD transports exceed this 

output level. 

Mismatches in impedance cause a pencentage 

of this level to be refiected, setting up standing 

waves within the interconnect cable. This, in tum, 

increases the amount of background interference 

which may compromise the timing of digrtal 

edges and transitions. This phenomenon is called 

jitter and though the oscillograms do not show 

jitter directly, you can still witness the effects of a 

mis-match through overshoot and ringing on the 

tops of the pulses. 

More importantly, jitter causes very unpleasant 

11111£1 
. 

TIME (nsecl 

forms of distort1on during D/A conversion, 

distortions that are erther random, and so look 

like noise. or discrete, which appear as extra 

peaks either side of the music signal. The effect of 

jrtter on Arcam's Black Box 50 converter is 

revealed using a very low-level drthered tone. 

Ideally, each plot should show a slim central 

peak (at I kHz) bordered by a smooth carpet of 

noise. In practice. however, extra spikes tu m-up if 

the digrtal signal is jittered. Our example (left 

hand graph) indicates the incoming digital pulses 

are jittered by odd mains harmonics (50Hz, 

150Hz, 250Hz and so on) from within the CD 

transport. Free of such discrete jrtter (right hand 

graph) these spikes disappear even though 

random (noise-like) jitter can still be present 

"' ""' 

FREQUENCY (50HZ/d 1 v) 
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CD TRANSPORTS 

Arcam Delta 250 

T 
here IS much more to the Arcam Delta 

250 than meets the eye. Despite 

appearances, it's not simply a Delta 270 

CD player minus its DAC and analogue 

filter. Nor· does rt bear any relation to Arcam's 

original Delta I 70 transport except, perhaps, in 

its use of a re-clocked, direct digital output. 

Clearly, the soft facia design, green 

fluorescent display, track skip, search, program 

and repeat optrons all stem from the D270 but 

inside, the 250 is quite unique. Here Arcam has 

opted for the Phi lips CDM9 mechanism with 

the SAA73 I 0 decoder for unbeatable tracking 

of imperfect d1scs. A new digrtal output chip is 

also used along with a proprietary Sync Lock 

facility. This accepts a clock feed from Arcam's 

matching digrtal to analogue converter, synchro­

nising the flow of data fr·om one to the other. 

Phono and BNC electrical outputs are 

provided alongside a T  oslink optical port. 

There's also a high-speed AT& T optical output 

available as a {_ISO option, worthwhile for 

connectron to many US outboard converters. 

Sound quality 
On this occasion there was a very reliable and 

predictable difference in the presentation of 

both Delta 250/8850 and 250/PDM2 

combinations. The fonmer proved to be the 

livelier, crisper and more explicrt of the two. 

These qualrt1es were revealed 1n Lisa Stansfield's 

strong, clear dictron. The layering of percussion, 

vocal backing and main vocals was remarkably 

vivid, a clear demarcation existing between 

different perfonmers within the mrx. 

The D250/PDM2 combination, by contrast, 

appeared tidier, placid and refined. Strings, 

bass and percussion all sounded positive with-
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out sounding bright or forward. In particular, 

the two rhythm gurtars from Christy Moore's 

CD now had a sense of purpose rather than 

meandering along as they did with both 

Wadra and T eac transports. 

In practice, the Delta 250 sounds crisp and 

lively and will, DAC permitting, readily expose 

the subtle dynamic contrasts lost to inferior 

combinations. Without doubt, the D250 

represents a significant advance on Arcam's 

longstanding Delta I 70. 

Conclusion 
For one reason or another Arcam's Delta 250 

requires a very long warm-up period before a 

slrghtly ragged, untidy quality is completely laid 

to rest. Yet, after several days of ticking-over, 

whatever the Delta 250 lacks in engineering it 

more than makes up for with an even, sophis­

ticated, lively and engaging performance. A 

great product at- by the standards of this 

test- a very fair price indeed. The Delta 250 

is highly Recommended. 

A&R Arcom, Pembroke Avenue, Denny Industrial 

Centre, Waterbeach, Cambridge CB5 9PB. 
a (0223) 440964 

. LABORATORY REPORT 
Electrical Digital Output: 
Output level into 75ohm 
Edge Rise Time into 75ohm 
Output Impedance 
Output Clock Rate 
Crystal Clock Accuracy 

Performance after D/A conversion: 
Frequency Error at 20kHz 
Jitter & Noise (re -90dB) 
Jitter & Noise with Arcam BBSO 

Error Correction Capability: 

788.1 mVp-p 
23.25nsec 

71 lohm 
1.41118MHz 

+3.70ppm 

+0.074Hz 
-26.11dB 

-23.26dB 

>I mm 
>3mm 
Passed 

3.5secs 

Interruption or scratch 
Black dot (audible muting) 
Simulated fingerprint 
Maximum Track Access time 
Dimensions (wxhxd) 
Serial number 

430x92x280mm 
000132 

The CDM4 mechanism of the D 1 70 is replaced 
here with Philips CDM9 transport plus full CD 
Engine 11 servo and decoding electronics. 

Furthermore, in common with Theta, Arcam 
has opted for Philips' new PCF2705 digital 
output chip though its final Hnsec risetime is 
way off the 1.1 nsec achieved by the Data Basic. 
Arcam has even abandoned the customary 
digital output transformer (which will not only 
slow risetimes but has been shown to act as a 
primary source of jitter- issue 96). 

A slow risetime may or may not betray any 
subjective significance. In this instance, it is 
caused by a single-pole RC filter at JOMHz, 
implemented to reduce any RF interference 
output from the transport that might upset the 
partnering DAC. Of course by direct-coupling this 
output, Arcam's D250 has little protection from 
RF interference circulating the other way. 

l£EOJJ 
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TIME lnsecl 

Digital output into 75ohrn: 

Digital edges are 'slowed' but retain a 

Class 1 clock accuracy. 

-1]1 
w 

� 
� 

.. 

FREQUENCY (50HZ/Cl I v) 

Jitter/Noise with Arcarn BB50: Direct 

output linked to discrete side bands at 

100Hz, 127Hz and 150Hz (see DA-11£). 



CD TRANSPORTS 

Counterpoint DA-llE 

C 
D transports don't come much more 

impressive nor further removed from 

the IEC958 specification than the 

DA-1 I E. Such a statement is not as 

contradictory as it sounds. The rules laid down 

in this IEC document refer to the compatibility 

of digital inputs and outputs (the S/PDIF 

interface), not their eventual sound quality. 

But the origins of this {_I ,500 transport are 

even more b1zarre. In fact Counterpoint's 

main PCB with its CDM I 2 transport. servo 

electronics, decoding and digital output 

integrated circuits are all derived from a 

budget Philips CD player like the CD690 

(issue 124) and CD732 (issue 128). 

Counterpoint has added a classy disc tray 

to match its slimline alloy facia while powering 

the Philips PCB with some eight separately 

regulated supplies. Final touches include extra 

hex inverters to re-clock its two electrical 

digital outputs - one direct and one isolated 

by a miniature transformer. 

Sound quality 
There is a distinctly safe quality about the 

sound of this transport. This is manifest in the 

security and stability of its performance which 

also clearly revealed the strengths and the 

weaknesses of each DAC. Furthermore, the 

isolated dig1tal output was preferred in each 

instance for its easy-going, purer sound quality 

and freedom from the faint hardness and 

sibilance that bothered its direct connection. 

Teamed-up with the 8850 there was a 
lush, seductive quality that brought out the 

smoothness and darkness of Lisa Stansfield's 

voice. The partnership with the DPA PDM2 

highlighted the dry, taut but deep and funky 

bass guitar. Sting's Summoner's Tales was high­

lighted by a great sense of scale with a resonant 

and lively mid range quality that brought out the 

best in his vocals. This clean and vivid midband 

proved a revelation with recordings of stringed 

instruments and particularly with the PDM2 

DAC. the extra refinement and transparency of 

which was not lost to the DA-1 I E. 

This gracious transport also allowed us to 

enJOY the quiet adag1etto sequence of Mahler's 

Fifth Symphony without winding up the wick. 

Such is the freedom from gritty colorations that 

silences sound inky black with the DA-1 I E. 

Conclusion 
Although an early production sample, the 

Counterpoint DA-1 I E still revealed the 

differences between our chosen DACs 

without smothering the expressiveness of the 

mus1c en route. By building such quality from 

relatively modest blocks, Counterpoint has 

demonstrated a mastery of the digital medium. 

A mastery that demands our recommendation, 

despite its technical quirks. 

MP/ Electronic UK Ltd, Wood Lane, Manchester 

M31 48P. 2 061-777 8522 

LABORATORY REPORT 
Electrical Digital Output: Direct 
Output level into 75ohm 

4587.8mVp-p 

Edge Risetime into 75ohm 3.08nsec 
Output Impedance 16.4ohm 
Output Clock Rate 1.41 122MHz 

Crystal Clock Accuracy + 15.1 ppm 

Performance after D/A conversion: 
Frequency Error at 20kHz +0.302Hz 

Jitter & Noise (re -90d8) -26.04dB 

Jitter & Noise with Arcam 8850 
-23.25dB 

Error Correction Capability: 

Isolated 

1843.9mVp-p 
19.71nsec 

7.67ohm 
1.41114MHz 

+ 15.1 ppm 

+0.302Hz 

-26.15dB 

-23.30dB 

>I mm 

<2mm 
Passed 

3.5secs 

Interruption or scratch 
Black dot (audible muting) 
Simulated fingerprint 
Maximum Track Access time 
Dimensions (wxhxd) 
Serial number 

480x57x250mm 
IT114 

With levels as high as 4.6Vp-p and an imped­
ance of some 16ohm, Counterpoint's direct out­
put will plough its way through the input of 
any DAC. However, this massive output could 
conceivably clip some (DAC) input receivers just 
as its low impedance will cause signal reflection 
when terminated with a standard 75ohm load. 
This will increase background interference which 
could contribute to digital jitter and distortion. 

The direct output is influenced by circulating 
interference from Arcam's 8850. This can be 
seen by the spurious 127Hz and mains-related 
50/150Hz sidebands on the -90d8 spectrum. Via 
the isolated output these products are entirely 
removed, suggesting the choice of output 
depends wholly on your choice of outboard DAC. 

Tracking, meanwhile, is limited solely by the 
SAA7341 player-on-a-chip used here for its ser­
vices as a decoder and digital output. 

·�m 
- - I - -

TIME (nsec) 

Digital output into 75ohm: 

Interference is stopped using the 

isolated output but rise times are slowed. 

.. .. 

FREQUENCY (50Hz/div) 

Jitter/Noise with Arcam BBSO: 
Direct output sho.ws discrete spikes 

linked to circulating interference. 
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CD TRANSPORTS 

Teac P-2s 

I 
f marks were awarded for 'oh-ah' appeal 
then Teac's P-2s transport would win 
hands down. Nothing can match its 
elegant champagne gold facia and the 

wafer-thin, die-cast disc tray that glides silently 
from the depths of this substantial machine. 

In this respect there's little to distinguish 
the P-2s from the original P-2 (issue 96) 
except. perhaps, an extra {_I ,550. For the 
revised price-tag you are rewarded with no 
less than five alternative digital outputs. These 

include phono, BNC and XLR (AES/EBU 
specification) as well as both T oslink and 
ST-connected optical outputs. 

The ultimate version ofT eac's famous 
VRDS mechanism (Vibration-free Rigid Disc­
clamping System) has also been updated, 
though the basic concept - using an 
overihead turntable to clamp and spin the CD 
from above - remains unchanged. Here the 
inverted and mildly concave platter is made up 
from a sandwich of pre-cut brass and 
alumin1um to help damp-out vibrat1ons that 
could blur the reflected laser light (known as 
the RF eye pattern). Teac has also given its 

platter a green tint in an effort, it claims, to 
absorb stray laser light. 

Sound quality 
So the P-2 may now have an 's' to its name 
yet the correlation between these results and 
those obtained three years ago (in issue 96) is 
too close for coincidence. Once again we 
were faced with a grand soundstage, albeit 
one populated with slightly overblown, 
soft-of-focus images that remained a fixture of 
each P-2s/DAC combination. 

In general tenms the P-2s has a spongy 
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influence, developing a sound of varying 
texture and transparency but one that's not 
necessarily in sympathy with the music itself. 

The P-2s/PDM2 combination proved more 
than capable of separating out the piano, bass, 
percussion and voice from Stansfield's Sweet 

Memories, yet these elements were neither 
acute nor especially stable. 

Mahler's Fifth Symphony sounded very lazy 

indeed. Although th1s combination produced a 
lavish, full-bodied rendition, it was one that 

lacked the snap and sparkle to maintain our 

attention. The P-2s is far from unpleasant. but 

it does make all compact discs rather too easy 

on the ear. 

Conclusion 
Whatever your cho1ce of outboard DAC 
Teac's P-2s has a digital output to match. A 

sure-fire if rather expensive guarantee of com­

patibility. Whatever the connection, T eac's P-

2s encourages a sound that's as luxurious as 

15-tog duvet. if one that's rather too opulent 

for plausible music-mak1ng. 

T eac UK 5 Marlin House, The Croxley Centre, 

Wat(ord, Herts WO I 8YA � (0923) 819630 

LABORATORY REPORT 
Electrical Digital Output: 

Output level into 75ohm 

Edge Rise Time into 75ohm 

Output Impedance 

Output Clock Rate 

Crystal Clock Accuracy 

564.7mVp-p 

8.185nsec 

75.0ohm 

1.41122MHz 

+ 17.1 ppm 

Performance after D/A conversion: 

Frequency Error at 20kHz 

Jitter & Noise (re -90dB) 

+0.343Hz 

-26.22dB 
Jitter & Noise with Arcam 8850 -22.94dB 

Error Correction Capability: 

Interruption or scratch 

Black dot (audible muting) 

Simulated fingerprint 

Maximum Track Access time 

Dimensions (WxHxD) 

>I mm 

<I.Bmm 

Passed 

3.0secs 

225x 134x490mm 

40017 Serial number 

According to the manual, Teac would appear to 

have abandoned its digital output transformer in 

favour of a series LCR network. This results in an 

appreciably faster 8.2nsec edge risetime with no 

increase in circulating interference. 

In practice, this risetime is reduced to a 

sluggish 14.1 nsec (Video Z cable) or 12.3nsec 

(Wadia cable), both of which are still superior 

to the 24nsec risetime of the original P-2 

transport (issue 96). 

Under ideal circumstances the P-2s exhibits 

the lowest level of random jitter of any trans­

port we•ve tested. However, when combined 

with a down to earth Arcam 8850, strong 50Hz 

jitter components are obvious and may well 

exact some sonic penalty. Despite using Teac•s 

superb VRDS mechanism, tracking of defective 

COs is also limited to gaps less than I .Smm as a 

result of Sony's CXD 1125 signal processor. 

lf:GJJJ' 
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TIME (nsec) 

Digital output into 75ohm: 
Waveshape is free of ringing and RF 

interference. Very compatible. 

"' 900 

FREQUENCY (50Hz/d i vl 

Jitter/Noise with Arc am BBSO: 
Strong, mains-related jitter side bands 

are obvious with this combination. 



CD TRANSPORTS 

Theta Data Basic 

I 
n pract1ce the only th1ng that could be 

described as basic about Theta's Data 

Bas1c 1s its range of facil1ties. Buttons for 

track skip, search, pause and play are 

scattered over its w1de facia. The direct access 

keypad, programming, index skip and repeat 

modes are relegated to one of Ph1l1ps older 

style remote controls. Traditional fare, but 

sufficient for most users. 

Nothing old or backward about the player 

though. At its heart is a rare Pro-ver-sion of 

Philips' CDM9 swing-arm mechan1sm fitted, on 

this occasion, with an ASM spac1al filter. This 

appears to act as a collimator for the laser 

lens, improv1ng the focus of the reflected 

beam (the RF eye pattern) and reducing the 

level of digital j1tter as data is recovered frorn 

the CD. (The full significance of the RF eye 

pattern was explored in issue I 06.) 

Sound quality 
The opening bars of guitar on Sting's Shape of 

my Heart stnuck up the largest acoustic of the 

day, providing a useful foretaste of the Basic's 

capabilities. This transport encourages a 

sparkling and transparent sound that unravels 

the tangled threads of its rnusic without a hint 

of force or stra1n. Yet it retains a certain 

mildness, a docility that will sustain the delicate 

shimmer of a cymbal without really emphasising 

the initial crack. 

In extreme circumstances the Data Basic 

can sound slightly too polished, even slightly 

processed in its unnuffled but caut1ous 

handling of both strong treble detail and quiet 

classical p1eces. The contrasts within the low­

level adagietto sequence of Mahler's Fifth 

Symphony were slightly flattened, yet louder 

and bus1er pop sequences filled the room with 

a vivid wall-to-wall sound. Christy Moore's 

Irish lilt was especially entertaining when the 

Basic was teamed with Arcam's BB50, a 

comb1nation that was consistently prefen·ed to 

the laid-back demeanour of the BasidPDM2. 

So with a lively, up-beat DAC the Basic 

del1vers a thrilling performance. Moreover, and 

unlike some of its heavy-handed 1-ivals, the 

Basic will still capture the subtle decay of a 

del1cate fingerbell without being swamped by 

the enthusiasm of larger and more powerful 

accompanying instnuments. 

Conclusion 
Theta's Data Basic is clearly at its most potent 

with energetic, m1dband-dominated recordings 

rather than quiet classical material where its 

sheer serenity might be viewed as a slight 

handicap. Otherwise, its solid technical 

perfonmance, excellent build quality plus 

various AT& T (optical) and XLR (AES/EBU) 

digital output options only extend its appeal 

and guarantee our hea1iiest Recommendation. 

Absolute Sounds, 58 Durham Rd, London 

SW20 ODE. � 081-94 7 504 7 

LABORATORY REPORT 
Electrical Digital Output: 
Output level into 75ohm 
Edge Rise Time into 75ohm 
Output Impedance 
Output Clock Rate 
Crystal Clock Accuracy 

Performance after 0/A conversion: 
Frequency Error at 20kHz 
)itter & Noise (re -90dB) 
)itter & Noise with Arcam 8850 

Error Correction Capability: 
Interruption or scratch 
Black dot (audible muting) 
Simulated fingerprint 
Maximum Track Access time 
Dimensions (WxHxD) 
Serial number 

1480.5mVp-p 

1.095nsec 
79.9ohm 

1.41124MHz 
+ 14.7ppm 

+0.295Hz 

-26.10dB 
-23.41d8 

>I mm 
<3mm 

Passed 
3.5secs 

483x89x390 
7548 

Theta is using a new ADOC (Audio Digital Output 
Circuit) made exclusively for Philips Key 
Modules Group by Philips Semiconductors. This 
is resynchronised via a series of D-type flip-flops 
to achieve a remarkably fast 1.09nsec risetime, 
reduced to just 2.89nsec with one metre of 
Audioquest Video Z in tow. 

Its output easily achieves a Class I dock 
accuracy and has an impedance only just above 
the 75ohm standard yet its level is some 
+9.4d8 higher than the S/PDIF rating of 500mV, 
sufficiently high to dip the diode-coupled inputs 
of some UK DACs. 

Meanwhile, and despite using Philips' 
SAA731 0 decoder with its four sample-per-frame 
correction rate, tracking of marked discs was 
not up to the best using Philips' CDM9 
mechanism. So in practice the Basic fails with 
defects around 2.8mm rather than the 3.5mm 
or so managed by Arcam's Delta 250. A line 
result nonetheless. 

TIME (nsec) 

Digital output into 75ohm: 
The fastest digital output yet recorded 

but at an abnormally high l_SVp-p. 

�0 I� 

FREQUENCY (50Hz/d i v) 

Jitter/Noise with Arcam BBSO: 
A sharp 1kHz peak but still some­
correlated jitter 150Hz off-beam. 
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Wadia 8 

T 
he origins of this Wadi a 8 CD transport 

are both basic and familiar. This is in 

direct contrast to the complexity and 

originality of Wadia's Digimaster 

outboard DACs. A remarkably thick 'airbome 

computer quality aluminium plate' is used for 

much of the 8's robust carcass. This serves to 

bolster its appearance while isolating the 

digital electronics from stray RF interference. 

Fine so far. But press the eject button and 

out slides a less than substantial plastic disc 

tray. In fact, secluded within these alloy walls is 

a budget VRDS mechanism from T eac, possi­

bly the same assembly once used in its old 

£600 P-500 (issue 96). The Wadia 8 certainly 

lacks the rigid BMC yoke used in T eac's latest 

P-700 (issue 120) preferring instead to work 

on its own intemal power supply and digital 

output PCB, optimising its perfonmance for 

service with Wadia DACs. 

Sound quality 
One feature of the 8's perfonmance stands 

out above all else. This is its pin-sharp stereo 

focus which holds crystalline images transfixed 

at the front, back and sides of a broad and 

spacious acoustic. This sense of precision was 

particularly obvious with Arcam's 8850 which, 

in combination with the Wadia 8, carved out 

the tightest and most tangible vocal images of 

any combination in this survey. 

This tremendous feeling of ambience and 

atmosphere carried over into Sting's Shape Of 

My Heart where its various percussive 

elements sounded positively huge without 

sounding over-stretched. Yet the extra 

refinement of the PDM2 DAC proved 

excessive and this final combination lost its 
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cast-iron grip. The music seemed to be 

chiwied along rather than moving vigorously 

under its own steam. 

Christy Moore had sounded vibrant but 

also slightly sibilant with the 8850 yet the 

8/PDM2 combination was simply too 

laid-back, a luxurious but lazy sound. Music 

you could listen to forever, though music that 

drifts rather than strides into the room. 

Conclusion 
This pleasant and unfatiguing transport will 

surely temper the most aggressive of outboard 

converters. lt also fonms the perfect bedfellow 

for Wadia's matching breed of digital electron­

ics. Yet its price is a sore point. 

By sourcing the vast majority of its innards 

from Teac, assembling its constituent parts in 

the USA and then marketing its wares via a 

distributor in the UK, the final price of the 

Wadia 8 is stretched way beyond its material 

value. This is an unpalatable fact but one that 

must be addressed if Wadi a is to compete on 

level tenms with like-minded competition. 

Acoustic Energy Ltd, 3a Alexandria Rd, London 

W I 3 ONP. a 08/-840 6305 

LABORATORY REPORT 
Electrical Digital Output: 
Output level into 75ohm 
Edge Rise Time into 75ohm 
Output Impedance 
Output Clock Rate 
Crystal Clock Accuracy 

655.9mYp-p 
4.76nsec 
76.4ohm 

1.41120MHz 
+47.6ppm 

Performance after D/A conversion: 
Frequency Error at 20kHz 
Jitter & Noise (re -90d8) 

+0.952Hz 
-26.05dB 

Jitter & Noise with Arcam 8850 -23.14dB 

Error Correction Capability: 
Interruption or scratch 
Black dot (audible muting) 
Simulated fingerprint 
Maximum Track Access time 
Dimensions (wxhxd) 
Serial number 

>I mm 
<1.8mm 

Passed 
3.0secs 

350x 160x41 Omm 
0913 

In common with the older WT3200 and WT2000 
transports (featured in issue 96), Wadia has 
opted for a 74HC244 line driver to feed its 
digital outputs directly. Once again, by 
abandoning an output decoupling transformer 
Wadia has achieved a fast 4.8nsec risetime 
without deviating significantly from the 75ohm 
output impedance specified by IEC958. 

Nevertheless, this direct-coupled output 
renders the Wadia 8 more susceptible to 
circulating RF interference and even the choice 
of digital interconnect. Audioquest Video Z, for 
example, aggravated nearly twice as much 
ringing and RF interference as Wadia's own 
coaxial cable even though both share a 
characteristic impedance of 75ohm. 

The Wadia 8's limited tracking of damaged 
CD's boils down to Teac's choice of decoder (as 
P-2s and P-700) just as the wide +48ppm 
tolerance of its crystal very nearly tips it from 
Class I to Class 2 specification. 

l£[811 
0 

TIME (nsec) 

Digital output into 75ohm: A little 

overshoot and ringing is stimulated by 

Wadia's direct digital output. 

FREQUENCY (50Hz/d1v) 

Jitter/Noise with Area m BB 50: 

No obvious jitter patterns though 1kHz 

peak is broader than usual. 



CD transporls: 

0 utboard D/A converters still 

outweigh the number of CD 

transports by about two to 

one, which explains why we've 

run several group tests of DACs 

since we last took a peek at CD 

transports. This also suggests 

that every CD transport has a 

partnering DAC from the same 

manufacturer, even though the 

reverse is not always true. 

As a result, there will always be 

at least one outboard converter 

best placed to show off the advan­

tages of any one CD transport, 

including the Teac P-2sand Wadia 

8 that proved less impressive in 

our short survey. So, rather than 

giving these transports a univer­

sal thumbs-down, we will post­

pone final judgement until they 

make a return trip in our two-box 

CD player test later in the year. 

Nevertheless, away from their 

traditional partners, both theTeac 

P-2sandWadia Sfail to shine quite 

so brightly. The former can sound 

slightly well-upholstered, afford­

ing a rosy overview rather than 

getting to grips with the music. 

But the P-2s remains a master­

piece of engineering, albeit one 

that's perhaps too elaborate for its 

own good. The Wadia 8 is less 

sophisticated but only slightly less 

expensive, encouraging a good 

sense of musical contrast without 

the vigour of the very best. 

Talking of which, Arcam's 

latest CD transport certainly 

knocks spots off the occasionally 

dour performance ofits forebear, 

combining unbeatable tracking 

of damaged discs with a highly 

compatible digital output. 

In our tests, the melancholy 

atmosphere of Mahler's Fifth 

Symphony proved a tricky ambi­

ence to recreate, yet the Delta 250 

conveyed the sadness of strings 

with a subtlety and insight that 

carried over from one DAC to the 

next. Below £1,000 this is now a 

strong favourite, with the option 

of an AT&T optical output only 

enhancing its versatility. 

Above £1,000 are tl1e Counter-

pointDA-11EandThetaDataBasic. 

Both are also available with vari­

ous AT& T and XLR (AES/EBU) digi­

taloutputoptions though neither 

of their standard electrical out­

puts adheres exactly to our domes­

tic SfPDIF specification. 

In Theta's case, this relates to 

a slightly high output level, a 

phenomenon that has little or 

no practical impact on its 

soberbut engaging performance. 

Nevertheless, the Data Basic is 

likely to be preferred with a 

lively rather than over-refined 

converter.A fine choice based on 

a proven mechanism. 

By contrast, Counterpoint has 

opted for Philips' newer CDM12.1 

mechanism, originally conceived 

for midi and mini systems. Add 

this to Counterpoint's choice of 

Philips' budget decoder/digital 

output and the end result might 

seem decidedly uninspiring, par­

ticularly as its 4.6V/ 16ohm output 

is the least 'standard' of all 

available CD transports. 

Instead, Counterpoint's clever 

manipulation of this mixture has 

worked wonders, resulting in a 

big, inviting and intimately 

detailed sound that was consis­

tently applauded by our team of 

listeners. It demonstrates, once 

again, that tl1e world of digital 

ones and zeros is full of unexpect­

ed but pleasant surprises. 

Best buys and 
recommended models 
Recommended 

Arcam Delta 250, £.750. 

Arcam's best effort yet, the 

Delta 250 is a new design 

based on Philips CDM9 

transport and includes a Sync 

Lock facility. 

Counterpoint DA-/ 1 E, Arcam Delta 250, best effort yet. 

£I ,495. By rights this 

transport should be h1ghly incompatible yet it furnishes a remarkably vivid 

and natural sound. 

Theta Data Basic,£ I ,990. A mild-mannered transport capable of 

marvellous results with lively-sounding outboard converters. 
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THE MIDLANDS LEADING 

BRITISH EQUIPMENT 
SPECIALISTS, 

FOR OVER A DECADE 
NAIM • LINN • MICROMEGA • MISSION 

CYRUS • ROYD AUDIO • REVOX 
• SENNHEISER • ROTEL • YAMAHA 

• NAKAMICHI • EPOS • CREEK • REGA • JPW 
• ARCAM • MERIDION • MORDAUNT-SHORT 

EXCLUSIVE REGA AGENT: 
LEICESTERSHIRE & NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 

TEL LOUGHBOROUGH : 0509 218254 

ler Guide 
LINCOLNSHIRE 

£ .cl I 17 BRIDGE ST REET, SAXILBY, 
{r olt({(/{J ( Y/lf({f(} NR LINCOLNLN12PZ 

(/ TEl (0522)702834 
AGENTS FOR: ATC, AVI, CHORD AMPS, HARBETH, 

KINSHAW, LFD, MICHELL, ORIGIN LIVE, 
ORTOFON, PROJECT, QED, ROYD, SANSUI, 

SEQUENCE, SONICLINK, THORENS, ETC 
DEMONSTRATIONS BY APPOINTMENT 

HOME TRIALS FACILITIES • INTEREST FREE CREDIT 

LONDON 

WELCOME TO LONDON'S MOST 
EXCITING SPECIALIST Hi-Fi STORE 

5000' of basement snc>wr<Jon1s with 8 Listening Rooms 

Open until Worldwide 
7pm every Personal 
weekday Exports 

27 BOND STREET, EALING WS 1il 081 567 8703 
ACOUSTIC ENERGY, AUDIO INNOVATIONS, AUDIOLAB, AURA, B&O, B&W, CANON, 

CASTLE, GYRUS, DENON, DUA� EVOLUTION, JPW, KEF, MARANTZ, MICROMEGA, 

MISSION, MONITOR AUDIO, MUSICAL FIDELITY, NAD, NAKAMICHI, ONIX, QUAD, 

ROGERS, ROTEL, SYSTEMDEK, TARGET, TEAC, THORENS, VAN DEN HUL 

Two demonstration rooms. Free local delivery & installation. 
Repairs & Service. Closed Wednesday 

MANCHESTER 

SUFFOLK 

riJ • audio innovations • fuller's audio • goldring • 

_.. • heybrook • impulse • JPW • lyra • michell • Cl • micromega • qed • soniclink • sumiko • 

,... • alphason • apollo • audioquest • ixos • projekt • 

1111111 • soundstyle • sterling • townshend • tnchord • 

Dl) • sugden • and more! 

•• Monday to Saturday 10- 6 � MARTt��H;�) H��; s��WICH 

�J�Qmp�oQ 
HOME HI-FI CAR HI-FI VIDEO 
KENWOOD • DENON • NAD • AKAI • CELESTION • JPW • ROGERS 

St John's House (next to library) 
St John· s Street Bury St Edmunds Suffolk IP331 SQ 

CC)�70 l 807 

NOTTINGHAM 

DEFINITIVE AUDIO 
As importer of the excellent Horning loudspeakers, and 

distributor of the remarkable living voice 'Air Partner' 
loudspeaker system, Definitive Audio will introduce you to a 

range of carefully selected products in an informal and realistic 
domestic environment. Having clearly identified your needs and 

experienced a coherent heirarchy of components, you will be 
able to make an informed, educated choice. 

Definitive Audio is a specialist, appointment only service. 

Mon - Sat 9.30. 8.00 Telephone/Fax: (0602) 813562 

NORFOLK 

The Old School 
School Road 
Bracon Ash 

Norfolk 
Tel: (0508) 570829 

Basically Sound of Norfolk 
STOCKISTS OF LEADING Hl-Fl 

Acoustic Energy, Arcom, Audiolab, Creek, Denon, Epos, 
Heybrook, Rote I, Nairn, Nakamichi, TDL, and others. 

OXFORD 

SURREY 

meridian 
mission 

naim audio 
nakamichi 

quad 
yamaha 

@[?GJcnJcfJD3 t���do � 
71 HIGH STREET. NEW MAlDEN. SURREY 

TElEPHONE: (081) 336 0012 
Aiwo. AVI. ATC. Audio Innovations, Apollo, 

AR, Alphoson, JBL. Kenwood. Morantz. 
Mclntosh. Micromega, Nakomichi, Ragers, 
Ruork, Sansui, Wharfdole and monv more 

TWO DEMO ROOMS, FREE PARKING. HOME DEMOS 

WEST MIDLANDS 

Norman H. Field �i-?i'i 
Consultants for Home High Fidelity 

:�:,: :�=�:��, [NAD[ • Castle • Yamaha 
• Dual • Kenwood 
• Mordaunt-Short 
• Technics 

Two-year guarantee 
Private Listening Rooms 

HURST STREET 
BIRMINGHAM 85 4BJ 

Telephone: 021-622 2323 
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WEST MIDLANDS 

AUDIO EQUIPMENT FROM LEADING AND SPECIALIST BRANDS ON TWO FLOORS FOR YOU TO LISTEN AND CHOOSE FROM 
• 3 Demonstration Rooms 

se: � > ::t;;:"? 
.Aio... <:::: � ._/.""-> :E:. ::�"VV � 

• Home Trials 

• Home Cinema- lnstore Demonstration Theatre 

• Audio Visual Equipment 

• Evening Demonstrations by appointment 

• lnhouse Service Department 

• Mail Order Available 
� " /?"'1 uality, Clarity, Expertise ... V and that's just the service!" 

• Interest Free Credit on Selected Items (Apr. 0%- Written details on request) 

tor the most exciting range of equipment available in the Midlands which includes: 
Aiwa, Alphason, Apollo, Arcam, Audiolab, Audioquest, Audio-Technica, B&W, Sever. Ca�on. Celestion, I 

Harman Kardon, Heybrook, Infinity, KEF, Luxman, Marantz. Meridian, Michaelson Audio, M1chell, 
Musical Fidelity, Nakamichi, Panasonic, Pink Triangle. Pro-Ac. Revolver. Aevox, Rogers. Aoksan. I 

of classical COs in stock Systemdek, Target, Technics, Thorens, Wharledale. Yamaha. 

(for Limited Period) APR 0%. Written details 
on request. Licensed Credit Broker. 
VISA • ACCESS • SWITCH 

SUSSEX 

WORTHING AUDIO 
20 Teville Gate, \V. Sussex. BNJ I IUA Tcl: (0903) 212133 

The friendly shop with the best sound systems in the South. 

Friendly advice • 3 yr guarantees • easy parking 

Open Mon-Sat I Oam-6pm Late night Wed 7:30pm 

Agenicies include: A ream. Exposure, JPW, Naim Audio, 

Maranrz. Ore/le. Origin Lil'e. Ruark. Audio Technica. 

Target. TDL. Tripod. Kinshaw Electronics and many more. 

WEST SUSSEX 

PHASE 3 HIFI 
THE SOUTH'S LEADING HI-FI SPECIALISTS 

Listening. Rooms • Dcdicaled 'l·lomc Cint'ma' Dcmonslralion Room 

ADCOM • ARCAM • B&W-MATRIX • CASTLE· CELESTION • CREEK· 
DE:\!ON • HEYBROOK ·KEF· REFERENCE • KENWOOD • LEXICON • 

.\IARANTZ ·MERIDIAN • MONITOR AUDIO • MUSICAL FIDELITY • 

NAD • NAKAMICHI • SHEARNE • SPENDOR • TANNOY • THORENS • 

� YAMAHA • including all 'Home Cinema' products � �A RRING ROAD, WORTHING. WEST SUSSEX BNII � 
TELEilHQNE: (0903) 245577 

SCOTLAND 

RIVERSIDE AUDIO 
ART AUDIO, CONCORDANT • VALVE AMPLIFICATION 

ATACAMA AUDIO SUPPORTS • J.P.W. SPEAKERS SYSTEMS 

FULLERS AUDIO LOUDSPEAKER 

THE MYSTIC OF VALVE AMPLIFICATION DEMONSTRATED 

IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME 

SOUTH-WEST SCOTLAND TEL: 0475 631066 
ARGYLL AND BUTE TEL: 0700 504845 

WALES 

ACTON GATE AUDIO 
THE HI-FI CENTRE IN 

WREXHAM 
Albarry, Aiwa, ARCAM, Audio Technica, Beard, B&W, 

Castle, Celestion, Gyrus, Digital Sound Radio, Marantz, 
Michell, Mission,Muscial Fidelity, NAD, Nakamichi, 

Ortofon, Proton, Quad, Radford, Rega, Rogers, Rotel, 
Ruark, Spender, Teac, Tannoy, Thorens, UKD, 

Wharfedale. Yamaha, etc . 

4 RUABON ROAD, WREXHAM 
TEL: 0978 364500 

SHROPSHIRE 

SHROPSHIRE HI-FI 
THE HI·FI AND AUDIOVISUAL SPECIALIST 
AUDIO TECHNICA, DELTEC, DENON, DUAL, INFINITY, 
KENWOOD, MARANTZ, MORDAUNT SHORT, MUSICAL 

FIDELITY, MONITOR AUDIO, ORTOFON, PIONEER, 
PROAC, QED, ROTEL, SONY, E S, TANNOY, TARGET, 
TEAC, THORENS, TOWNSHEND, WHARFEDALE, ETC. 

2 Demonstration Rooms, Free Parking, 
Free installation, Repairs, Credit Available. 
SHROPSHIRE HI-FI , ST. MICHAEL'S 

STREET, SHREWSBURY 0743 232065 
SMCGROUP 

YORKSHIRE 
Moorgate Acoustics Hi·Fi 

Call in and get some help and advice from a company 
that cares enough abouts its customers to put them first. 
184 Fitzwilliam St., Sheffield. Tel: (0742) 756048 
8 Westgate Chambers, Rotherham. Tel: (0709) 370666 

MA� LINN NAIM REGA ARCAM QUAD OENON YAcHI 
,AUDIOLAB CASTLE HEYBROOK NAKAMI GY 
MARANTZ KEF TARGET ACOUSTIC ENEA 

SOUND�SIYLE 
THE Hl-FI EXPERTS 

284 Glossop Road Sheffield S10 ZHS 
tel 0742 737893 

81 Nether Hall Road Doncaster DNl ZQA 
tel 0302 321421 

ELECTRO CENTRE 
244 SOHO ROAO, MANDSWORTK, BIRMINGHAM 

TEl 021 554 1878 & 523 2426 

FULL RANGE OF HI-FI 
PIONEER, TECHNICS, AKAI, 

KENWOOD, JVC, SONY, AIWA, 
Guarenteed the lowest price in the UK. 

24 Hour Mail Order Facility Available 

Specialist 

Services & 

Manufacturers 
KIT LOUDSPEAKERS 

IPL SPEAKER KITS 
IPL are a long established company with a comprehensive range of 

high quality speaker kits including 4 Transmission Line speakers. 
IPL also carry a range of high quality drive units from SEAS, 

MO A EL, AUDAX and IPL, together with cabinet accessories and 
PTFE Silver Plated Cables. 

If you would like a catalogue detailing: kits & accessories with hints 
and tips on building, upgrading and testing your own speakers, 

please send £1.50 to: 
IPL ACOUSTICS 

2 LAVERTON ROAD, WESTBURY, WILTSHIRE BA 13 3RS 

DRIVERS. Flat Pack Transmission Une Kit. 

And NEW BANDORA - MORA sem1 act1ve 

complete loudspeaker system. 

Free techn1col sheets etc. 

11 PENFOLD COnAGE, PENFOLD 
LANE, HOLMEA GAEEN, BUCKS 

HP15 6XA. TEL: (0494) 714 0 58 
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Specialist Services & Manufacturers 

QUALITY HIFI FOR SALE 

Krell KSA 250 .............. . . .. ... . mint s/h .. ........ £3750 Mod Squad Deluxe L. D . .. ... ...... mint s/h ............. £550 Marantz CD12 .................... ...... mint s/h.. .£1595 

CHOICE Audio Reseach Dt 15 ....... .. ... . mint s/h .. ...... . £1150 Audio Note OTO .. ...................... mint slh ............. £895 Arcam Alpha Plus ...................... mint s/h .. . ......... £260 
Audio Research 0400 Mkll. . ...... as new ... ........ £3750 Beard 88100 ..... . as new . ....... .... £795 

Arcam Delta 885 . .. .. ............... mint slh .......... . £260 
VTL Manley 350 monoblocks .... mint slh ........... £3500 TESSERAC RANGE ON DEMONSTRATION 

Theta OS Pro·Pnme .................. mint s/h ............. £850 Triology 958 monoblocks ........... as new ............ £1795 Monitor Audio Studio 20 SE . .... as new ............ £1495 

081 568 8808 Musical Fidelity P270 . ............... mint s/h ............. £750 Sonus Faber Electa ... mint slh .. .. .... . £t 095 The Voyd- 3 motor ................... as new .............. £995 
Albarry I 008 ........... ...... ........... x·demo ............. £795 Monitor Audio Studio tO's ... .. .. mint s/h .. .. ... . £650 Alphason Sonata/Zeta ............... mint s/h .... . ....... £495 
Musical Fidelity Pt401P3A .. .. .. mint s/h ............. £350 Martin Logan Quest .. ..... .......... mint slh ........... £2800 

Gyrodec/Zeta/PSU ................. . mint s/h ... ......... £650 

Equipment bought or part exchanged. 
Gamma Acoustics 2t t monoblocks ... new .... .......... P.OA SO Accoustics SDI ..................... mint s/h ............. £550 
NVA A40/50... . . . ...... mint slh ............. £250 Dati Skyline.. .. ............... ..... .. mint slh ............. £895 SME Senes 5 Gold Std ........ ..... mint slh ... ... ... . £950 

Full demonstration facility by appointment. Musical Fidelity P4701MVX .. .. mint slh ......... £2950 Totem & Cliffstone Stds ... . ..... m1nt s/h . . ......... £795 Ortoton MC3000/T3000 ............. as new .............. £900 

Major credit cards are accepted. 

9.30am to 8.00pm 7 days 

Triology 902 pre-amp ................ as new .. ........... £995 Snell Ells & Stds ........................ m1nt slh .... ........ £795 
Decca London Jubilee ...... ........ as new .............. £695 

Meridian 60t DSP . .. .............. mint slh ........... £1695 Wadia 3200 Trans ..................... m1nt s/h ........... £1200 
Audio Research LS2 ....... ... ..... mint slh .......... £1695 EAD 7000 transldac... ... .. .. mint s/h ...... ... £1795 Burmester 838 Phono Stage .... mint slh .. .......... £595 

Krell KRS21KRSP .. ... ... .......... mint slh ........... £1995 Mendian 602 trans .................... mint s/h .. . . ... . £995 Pioneer HZI Phone Stage ......... mint s/h .. .. ... £1495 

KIT LOUDSPEAKERS 

� ..... _,. 
Falcon DIY SPEAKERS 
J:� INDUCTORS r Falcon custom-wound- all types 

CAPACITORS 
Reversible Electrolytic to Polypropylene 

FOCAL 
Specialist hi-tech Drive Units 

AUDIO AMATEUR 
Publications & BooRs 

all the other bits you need 

For a FREE Price List PL23, send a larl!e SAE 

(36p stamp) or $2 bill (air) overseas. to: 

FALCON ACOUSTICS LTD 
(Dept. HFC) Tabor House. 

Mulbarton. NorfoiR NRt4 SJT 

COME & SEE US AT THE 
CHESTERFIELD SHOW 

SPARES 

Lockwood Audio 
Tel: 081-207 4472 Fax: 081-207 5283 

WE BUY AND SELL 
NEW, USED AND VINTAGE 

SPEAKERS, DRIVERS. CABINETS, PARTS 
SPEAKER REPAIRS 

THE 
Authorised � Specialists 

MAJOR CREDIT CARDS WELCOME 
.... IMPERIAL STUDIOS -� MAXWELL ROAD W: 1 

BOREHAMWOOD, HERTS WD6 LWE 

HIFI ACCESSORIES 

KLIPSCH 
Horn loudspeakers - a legend in sound for over 50 
years, KLIPSCH hi-efficiency speakers are used in 

many studios, top hi·fi and stage systems. 

FOR DETAILS CALL 

(021) 430 7817 

CARTRIDGES 

AT95 E £21.00 £12.50 
Technica ATIIO E £25.00 £16.00 

ATOC 5 £125.00 *£88.00 
Den on DLIIO £65.00 *£52.00 

DLI60 £85.00 *£68.00 
DL304 £180.00 *£145.00 

Goldring IOJ2GX £58.00 £38.00 
1022 GX £76.00 £49.00 
1042 £94.00 £61.00 

Ortofon 510 £29.00 £19.00 
520/520 p £49.00 £36.00 
530 £76.00 £57.00 

MCI Turbo £54.00 *£45.00 

MC3 Turbo £99.00 *£82.50 
MC 10 £786.00 *£65.00 

MC 15 £99.00 *£82.50 

HEATHERDALE AUDIO LTD 
TEL: (0903) 261213 OR (0860) 660001 
There are phono cartridges and there 

is CLEARAUDIO. To experience the 
ultimate in record reproduction, 
you must audition CLEARAUDIO. 

WE ACCEPT CALLS FROM 
9AM-9PM 7 DAYS A WEEK 

MULTIROOM INSTALLER 

<Bo�lJd IDlu�ic �lubio 
The Service Consultancy Design and 

Professional Installation of Multiroom Audio 

Visual Systems, Satellite, Home Cinema 

Surround, Pro-Logic and THX. 
Call Ooug or Jean 

(0544) 230254 
32A HIGH STREET, KINGTON, HEREFORDSHIRE 

SERVICING 

• SOUNDS AROUND • 

Professional Service Repairs and Accessories 
NEW & USED HI-FI 

Agent for Golden Dragon Valves 
146a Clarendon Park Road, Leicester 

Telephone: Leicester 702442 

VINT'AGE Haden Boardman buys, M sells, modifies & repairs all 
AND vintage hi-fi equipment 

Always quality hi-fi available, new and secondhand. 

VALVE Advice is free- phone if just for a chat. Credit cards 
accepted. New equipment by Croft. EAR & more 

H I• f I coming soon! Quick worldwide delivery, callers by 
appointment. Sorry, but we are unable to answer 

GARRARD 301/401 
quenes in writing. 

Audio Classics AVAILABLE Blowe Mill lane, Hindley, Lanes WN2 3AF 
7 days a week Tet: (0942) 57525 Fax: (0942) 525861 

REV OX SERVICE 
A77, B77, PR99 

For fully guaranteed professional service 
and repairs, call RamTek. 

Tel: (081) 207 6159. Fax: (081) 953 1118 
Suite 33, Kinetic Centre, T heobald 

Street, Borehamwood, Herts WD6 4SE 

LORICRAFT AUDIO 
4 BIG LANE, GOOSEGREEN. LAMBOURNE. BERKS RGt6 7XQ 

The sale & repair ot classic hi-fi specialisin� in 
GARRARD & THOREN 

Manufacturer of hi-quality plinth systems 
Electronic low distortion power supply and active 

power supply for Garrard 30t/401 Thorens TD. 
Re-manufacturered spindle bearing and correct lubrication 

�it. Specifically desi�ned for this type of bearin�. 

WE SUPPLY & MANUFACTURE OTHER PARTS FOR 
THESE CLASSIC TURNTABLES 

SEE US AT CHESTERFIELD 
(new cataloque a�ailable) 

Cartri��e� an� Hea�r�ones; m-0000. 

Ortofon, Auoio Tecnnica, Denon, �rnavrctor. Gol rin�. �nure. ,�cam, lennneiser, 
Be�er. Koss. Trade m \'OUr old mm1n� roil- suosiantial �iscounts1 

IAN HARRISION HI-FI (Mail order only) 
i Mill Hill, Rerton, Deror. Dfoi oGQ Telepnone (018J) i0l8ii 



AVON 
AUDIO EXCELLENCE. 65 Park Street. Bristol. (0272) 

264975. Great hili carefully selected and 
demonstrated by friendly enthusiastic staff. 
Closed Mon. lili1i1i1 
PAUL GREEN HI-FI LTD. C/0 Harper Furnishings, 
Kensington Showrooms, London Road, Bath BA1 
6AD. (0225) 316197. Technics, Denon, Sony, Rotel, 
AVI, Quad, Rogers, Mission, Tannoy, Aura and many 
many more. 2 demo rooms, home demos. appoint­
ments required, service dept. free install, home trial. 
Access, Visa, lnt free credit, instant credit. Tue-Fri 9-
5.30. Sat 9-5, closed Monday. 
V' AUDIO, 36 Druid Hill, Stoke Bishop, Bristol B59 
1 EJ. (0272) 686005. ATC, A VI, Acoustic Energy, 
Audio Innovations, AMC, Analogue Electronics, 
Cadence Valve, Chord Amps, Exposure, Jamo, LFD, 
Pink Triangle, Ruark, Michell, REL, Sansui, SME 
(inc20A), Sonic Link, Stax, Townshend, Wadia. Oems 
by appt only, home trial facilities, free installation, 
serilice facilities. 

BERKSHIRE 
ARC AUDIO, 9 Dukes Ride, Crowthorne, Berks. 
RG116L2. (0344) 762201. Oenon, Harman Kardon, 
JPW, Marantz, Monitor Audio, Onix, Rogers, Ruark, 
Tannoy, Thorens, Yamaha. Demo facilities, no appt 
necessary, home trial facilities, free install. Access, 
Visa, Diners. Open Man-Sat 9-6pm (closed Wed at 
1pm) 
B&B HI-FI, 11-12 Market Place, Reading, Berkshire, 
RG1 2EG. (0734) 583730. Aiwa, Oenon, Kenwood, 
Mission, NAO, Panasonic, Pioneer, Rotel, Sony, 
Technics. Free installation, Service dept. Access, 
Visa, Credit Facilities including interest free credit 
subject to status. 9.30-5.30, Sat 9-5.30. Also at: 
Bracknell, Maidenhead, High Wycombe, Newbury. 
READING HI-FI CENTRE. 4 Queen's Walk, Broad 
Street Mall, Reading RG1 7QF. (0734) 585463. Your 
first choice for real hi-li and home cinema sound. 
Arcam, Audiolab, B&W, Celestion, Micromega, 
Meridian, Quad, Rega, Rotel, Yamaha etc. 
Demonstration facilities (including home cinema). 
Free local  installation. Bada guarantee. 
Open lues-Sat 10am-6pm lllmli1 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 
AUDIO INSIGHT LT O,  53 Wolverton Rd, Stony 
Stratlord, Milton Keynes. Bucks MK11 1 EO. (0908) 
561551. Alchemist Products, AVI, Arcam, Audiotab, 
Aura, Heybrook, Meridian, Moth, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, 
TDL, UKD and more. Records and COs, record clean­
ing service. SGL speaker demo room. Access, Visa 
and Finance,. 
D.L. CHITTENDEN LIMITED, 59-61 The Broadway, 

Chesham, Bucks, HP5 1 BX. (Opposite Boots). 
(0494) 784441 Philips, Mordaunt-Short, Denon, 
Kenwood, Canon Audio, Koss, Wharfedale. Nicam TV 

& Video, Surround Sound, AV Systems. Showroom 
Demonstrations from expert and friendly staff. No 
appts nee. Service Department. Credit facilities 
available. Open 8.30 to 17.30 Mon-Sat. 
FACTORS SOUND AND VISION, 16 Hill Avenue, 
Amersham, Buckinghamshire HP6 5BW. (0494) 
432944. Sony, Panasonic, Kenwood, Technics, JVC, 
Denon, JPW, KEF, Tannoy, Base, Aiwa, Grundig. In 
shop and in home facilities. No appts required, ser­
vice dept, free install, home trial. Access, visa, int 
free credit. Open Mon-Sat 9.30-5.30, closed Thur. 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE 
AUDIO FILE. 2 Foundry Walk, Market Hill, St. Ives, 
Cambridgeshire. (0480) 66123. Nairn, Rega, Quad, 
Yamaha, Mission, Arcam, Denon, Audio Lab, 
Meredion, JPW. Musical Fidelity. 9.30am-6pm 6 
days. 0% Credit. lllmli1 
STEVE BOXSHALL AUDIO, 41 Victoria Rd, Cambridge 
CB4 3BW. (0223) 68305. 10-6 - 6 days. 3 dem 
rooms, home trial, appts. preferred. Free installation 
and service dept.  Access, Visa & credit.  

mmi1 
UNI VERS ITY AUDIO, 1-2 Peas Hill, Cambridge. 
(0223) 354237. Mission-Gyrus, Arcam, Rotel, 
Denon, Meridian, Ruark, ATC, AVI, Quad, Linn. 3 
dems. 1 single speaker. Home trial, free install, 
Service Department Visa, Access, Amex, Credit. 
Open 9-5.30. mmi1 

CHESHIRE 
ASTON AUDIO, 4 West SI, Alderley Edge. (0625) 
582704. For the very best in hi-li separates and 
home cinema. Wide range of specialist audio, inter­
est free credit. Visa, Access. Home trial. mmi1 
DOUG BRADY HI-FI, Kingsway Studios, Kingsway 
North, Warrington. Padgate (0925) 828009. For the 
very best in hi-fi separates and home cinema. All 
credit cards. 3 Dem rooms.Open6days. mmi1 
CHRIS BROOKS HI-FI. 29 Gaskell SI, Stockton Heath, 
Warrington. (0925) 261212. Tues-Sat 10-6. 2 dem 
rooms. Credit facilities. All credit cards. Total 
absence of bull"". mmi1 
CONGLETON HI-FI, 1/1a Duke St. Congleton, 
Cheshire, CW12 1AP. (0260) 297544. Acoustic 
Energy, Arcam, B&W, Denon, Epos, Linn, NAD, 
Nakamichi,  Onix, Royd, Target, etc. Superbly 
appointed single speaker demo facilities. No appts 
nee, home trial facilities, free installation. 2 year 
guarantee on all equipment. Access, Visa. Credit 
facilities available on request. Open Mon-SAT, closed 
Weds. mmi1 
HI-FI STEREO. 51 Washway Road, Sale, Cheshire. 
061-973 5577. Technics, Marantz, Denon, Rote!, 
Pioneer. Mission, Tannoy, B&W, Mordaunt-Short, 
Celestion and many more. The area's leading hi-li 
specialist, established for over 25 years. Demo 
rooms available, including home cinema. No appts 
required, service dept, expert advice, home trial 
facilities. Access, Visa, instant credit. Open Man-Sat 
9-5.30, closed Wed. 
NORMAN AUDIO, 106 Victoria Str. Crewe. (0270) 
211091 Fx (0270) 211795. For full details see our 
Lancashire entry. mmi1 
PETERS HI-FI. 4 St Michaels Sq, Grosvenor Precinct, 
Chester,. (0244) 3220631319392. Arcam, Technics, 
Sony, Marantz, Dual, Denon, Tannoy, Wharfedale, 
Quad. 2 Single speaker Dem rooms, no appts nee, 
free installation service dept. Access, Visa, Amex. 
Peters credit chargecard. Man-Sat 9-5.30. 
THE HI-FI SHOWROOMS, 12A West Str, Congleton, 
Cheshire (0260) 280017. Celestion. Cre€k, Exposure, 
Marantz, Musical Fidelity, Nairn, Pink Triangle, Project, 
Rotel, Ruark, Systemdek, Tannoy, Technics. 5 Dem 
Rooms, No appts necc, Home trial, Fre€ install, Service 
dept. Access, Visa, Lombard Tricity. Open 9-5:30, 
Closed Wed. 
SWIFT Hi-Fi .  St Annes Parade, Wilmslow. (0625) 
526213. Aura, B&W, Denon, Kenwood, Marantz, 
NAD, Pioneer, Rotel, Systemdek,Tannoy, Revolver, 
JPW. Open 9:30am-6:00pm dem room. 
No pressure' mmi1 

Dealers Association are able to 

offer: 

e Two year guarantee, !ranter­

able to another BADA dealer should the purchaser 

move more than 30 miles from his/her original 
address 
e low cost five year guarantee 

option 
e proper demonstration facilities 
e seven day exchange or refund scheme if the 

dealer's advice is taken on product selection 
e fully guaranteed service work 
e customer complaints procedure in the event of 

problems 
For more information, contact BADA on 

Ill (071) 226 4044 

CLEVELAND 
ACTION ACOUSTICS, 155-157 High Street, Redcar, 
Cleveland TS10 3AN. 0642 480723. Audio 
Innovations, Denon, Harman-Kardon, JBL, Michell, 
Musical Fidelity, Pink Triangle, Revox, Rogers, 
Thorens, etc. Dem Room. Appts nee. Home trial 
facilities, free installation, service dept. Access, Visa 
& H.P. Open 9.15-5.30. 
GILSON AUDIO LTO, 172 Borough Road, 
Middlesbrough. (0642) 248793. Exposure, Arcam, 
Mission, Gyrus, Denon, Marantz, Rotel, Pioneer, 
Audiolab, Tannoy, Teac, Yamaha. Demonstration 
facilities in main shop and 2 dem. rooms, 1 AV room, 
appt nee, home trial facilities, free install. on request, 
service department. Access, Visa, HP. 1 0-5 - 6 days. 
lili1i1i1 

CORNWALL 
DEFINITIVE AUDIO, Cornwall, Near St Austell, PL26 
6R7. (0726) 844039. For audio componants/sys­
tems which actually work! Impulse, Micromega, OVA, 
Audio Innovations, Audio Note, Voyd, Systemdek, 
JPW, Silver Custom Design, DNM. Demonstration by 
apppointment only. Demonstrations throughout 
Cornwall, Free Installation. Service Facilities. 
RJF Audio Visual, 84 Pendarves Str, Tucking Mill, 
Cam borne, Cornwall  TR 14 BNJ. (0209) 
710777/612260. TDL, Michell, Musical Fidelity,NAD, 
Nakamichi, Bower & Wilkins, SME, Micromega, Pink 
Triangle, Pro-jekt, Perception, Harman Kardon, 
Triangle. Integral Demo room/ showroom and special 
home dems. Appts nee, home trial, free install, ser­
vice dept. All cards, switch and transax. Open Man­
Sat 9.30-5.30. 

CUMBRIA 
MISONS SOUND & VISION, 11 Warwick Road, 
Carlisle CA1 1DH. Tet (0228) 22620. Bang & 
Olufsen, Rote!, Sugden. Harbeth. Quad, NAD, 
Yamaha, Sony. Demo Suite, No appts nee, Home trial 
facilities, Free Installation, Service Department. 9-
5 30 Mon-Fri. Thurs 9-1. Sat 9-5. 
PETER TYSON, 6 Abbey St, Carlisle, Cumbria. CA3 
BTX. "Cumbria's premiere hi-li centre". Part 
exchange welcome. (0228) 46756. Linn, Musical 
Fidleity, Gyrus, Marantz, Denon, Philips, Nakamichi, 
Technics, Pioneer, Creek & more. Dem room. Dems 
without obligation. Home trial, Free install. In-house 
service dept. Access & Visa. HP 9- 5.30pm. 

DEVONSHIRE 
THE HI-FI ATTIC, 58 New George SI, Plymouth, 
Devon PL1 1 RR. (0752) 669511 We stock most 
leading makes and have an expert enthusiastic staN. 
Premises include attractive hi-fi and home cinema 

demonstration rooms. We after free installation and 
credit facilities (written details on request) also a fully 
equipped service department. We can also provide a 
mail order service for all your LaserDisc require­
ments.We accept Visa, Access, Amex. 
ST UDIO ACOUSTICS. (0626) 67060. OCM 
Technology, Shahinian Acoustics, Superplan ampli­
fiers, Nobis loudspeakers & amplifiers, Mirror Image 
Audio, J.A. Michell. plus other fine equipment. home 
trial, free install, in-house service dept. Mon-Fri 9-
4.30, appointments only. 
UPTON ELECTRONICS, 31 Torquay Road, Paignton, 
Devon TQ3 3DT. (0803) 551329. Pioneer, Denon. 
Sony, Technics, Harman-Kardon, Quad, Tannoy, JPW, 

INDICATES MEMBERSHIP OF 

THE BRITISH AUDIO DEALERS 

ASSOCIATION 

Monitor Audio, Audio Innovations etc. Single speaker 
demonstration. No appts required, service dept. free 
install, home trial. Access, Amex, lnst credit, Visa. 
Open Mon-Sat 9-5.30, Wed 9-1 pm. 

DORSET 
DAWSONS, 23 Seamoor Road, Westbourne, 
Bournmouth. Dorset. (0202) 764965. 8&0, Castle, 
Canon, Jamo, JBL, Pioneer, Sony, Target, TDL, 
Technics. No appts necessary. Free install, Service 
depart. Various credit facilities available. Open 9-
5.30 6 days a week. 
HAT. V. 131 Barrack Rd, Christchurch, Dorset BH23. 
(0202) 473901/478621. Quad, Aura, B&W. Monitor 
Audio, Bose, Yamaha, Rote!, NAD, Denon, Revox etc. 
Specialised demo room 2 spker/amp comparators. 
Appts required, service dept, free install, home trial. 
Access, Amex, tnt free credit, Visa, Diners, Instant 
credit. Mon-Thur 9-6, Fri 9-8, Sat 9-6. 
MIKE MANNING AUDIO New branch now open at: 
128 Pool Road, Westbourne, Bournemouth. (0202) 
751522. For details see main entry under Somerset. 
SUTTONS Ht-Ft, 18 Westover Road, Bournemouth. 
0202 555512. Linn, Arcam, Mission. Quad, 
Audiolab, Rote!, Yamaha, Denon.etc, 2 Single 
Speaker Listening Rooms. Home Demonstrations, 
Free tnstallations.Open Mon-Sat 9-5:30. 
Call for details. mmi1 

DURHAM 
HI-FI EXPERIENCE, 17 ConiscliNe Road, Darlington 
DL3 7EE. Tel Help Line (0325) 481418. Agencies 
include: Arcam, Audiolab, Bang & Olufsen, Celestion, 
Gyrus, Denon, Harman, IMF, KEF, Marantz. Mission, 
Musical Fidelity, Meridian, NAD, Pioneer, Quad, Rote!, 
Shearne, Tannoy, Yamaha. 3 listening rooms. 3 years 
guarantee. Free delivery and simple mstallation North 
Yorks/South Durham. Home cinema specialist. mmi1 

ESSEX 
AUDIO T. Gants Hill, 442-444 Cranbrook Rd. Gants 
Hill, llford, Essex 1G2 6LL. Tet: 081 518 0915 Fax 
081 554 8463. Arcam, Audiolab, Gyrus, Denon, Kef, 
Meridian, Rotel, Micromega, Yamaha & many more. 
Man-Sat 10-6. 3 yr gntee on Hi-Fi. Free del & instal. 
30 day upgrade scheme. Home dems. PX. l!1oilll 

BRENTWOOD HI-FIDELITY, 2 lngrave Rd, Brentwood, 
Essex, CM15 BAT. (0277) 221210. Audio 
Innovations, Denon, DNM, EAR, Marantz, 
Micromega, Mission, Pink Trianngle, Quad, Tannoy 
plus many more. Single speaker dem rooms, home 
trjals, evening appts (high end), home installations. 
Man-Sat 9.30-5.30 . Access. Visa. Service 
Facilities. Advice second to none. 
RAYLEIGH HI-FI, 44a High Street, Rayleigh, Essex. 
(0268) 779762/747571. 216 Moutsham St, On-the­
Parkway, Chelmsford. (0245) 265245. 132-134 
London Road, Southend-on-Sea. (0702) 435255. 
A&R, Audiotab, Creek, Gyrus, Denon, Epos, Linn, 
Meridian, Mission, Nairn, Quad, Rega, Roksan, Royd. 
0% finance. mmi1 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
AUDIO EXCELLENCE. 58 Bristol Road, Gloucester. 
(0452) 300046. Great Hi Fi carefully selected and 
demonstrated by friendly and enthusiastic staff. 
Closed Mon. mmi1 
AUDIO T, 40-42 Albion St. Cheltenham. Glos. GL52 
2RQ. (0242) 583960. Fax (0242) 226435. Great hi-



f i  from Arcam, Audiolab, Gyrus, Denon, Linn, 
Meridian, Mission, Rogers, Rotel, Yamaha and many 
more. Mon-Fn 10-6pm. Sat 9.30-5.30. 3 yr gntee 
on Hi-Fi. 30 day upgrade scheme. Home dems. PX. 
Single speaker dem room Free del. and 
installation. � 
HUTCHINSONS, 295-297 High Str, Cheltenham, 
Glos. GL50 3HL. (0242) 573012. Pioneer reference 
point, Technics, Dual, NAO, jWharfedale, Celestion, 
Marantz, Aiwa, Kenwood, Sennheiser. No appts nec­
essary, free install, service dept. Instant credit up to 
£1000. Open Man-Sat 9.15-5.30. 

HAMPSHIRE 
AUDIO SOUTH for further details see the Surrey 
entry. 
AUDIO T. 4 Feathers Lane, Basingstoke, Hants. RG21 
1AS. (0256) 24311, Fax (0256) 24430. Great hi-fi 
from Arcam, Audiolab, Gyrus, Oenon, Epos, Linn, 
Meridian, Mission, Naim, Rote!, Yamaha and many 
more. Man-Sat 9.30-5.30pm. 3 yr gntee on Hi-Fi. 
Free del & instal. 30 day upgrade scheme. Home 
dems. PX. Single speaker dem room. Free del. and 
instal. � 
FLEET AUDIO, 287 Fleet Road, Fleet, Hants GU13 
8RT (0252) 811088. Micromega, Exposure, Ruark, 
Royd, Denon. Orelle, Aura, Nakamichi, Rotel, JPW. 
"Sound advice for a sound system" Home dem facil­
ties, hours to suit. Appts prefered, service dept, free 
install within local area. Access, Amex, Visa. Open 
Tues-Sat 9.30-6pm 
HAMPSHIRE AUDIO LTD, 2-12 Hursley Rd, Chandlers 
Ford, Hants S053 2FU. (0703) 252827/265232. 3 
hi-fi and 2 home cinema/Dolby surround sound 
demo studios. Thurs late eve, closed Mon (except in 
Dec). 2-year guarantee, service dept on site, large 
free car park, junctions 4 (M27/M3), 5(M27), 
12(M3), 13(M3) all within 3 miles. Est 1969. � 
JEFFERIES HI-FI 29 London Road, Portsmouth. P02 
OBH. Tel (0705) 663604. Hi-fi, home cinema and 
multi-room specialist. Range includes Adcom, 
Arcam, Celestion, Oenon, Dynaudio, KEF, Lexicon, 
Linn, Meridian, Mitsubishi, Naim, Panasonic, Polk, 
Quad, Rega, REL, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, Sony. 2 dem 
rooms. Open Tues-Sat, late night Wed. Free parking, 
bus route, credit facilities. Winner Sony/Hi-Fi News 
Best Southern Dealer. � 

HEREFORDSHIRE 
ENGLISH AUDIO, 95 Whitecross Road, Hereford HR4 
DOG. (0432) 355081 Gyrus Centre, Pink Triang;e, 
Audion, Systemdek, Heybrook, Michi, KEF Reference, 
Micromega, Nakamichi, Chord, Arcam, Musical 
Fidelity, Rogers, NAD, Rotel, Oenon, Tannoy, 
Marantz. Mission, Stax, Dual, TDL, Albarry, JPW, 
Celestion, lxos, SME, Ruark, Moth, Audio Techn1ca 
and others. Single Speaker Dem room. Home trial. 
Free install. Service dept. Access, Visa, Credit 
arranged. Open Mon-Sat 10am-6pm. � 

HERTFORDSHIRE 
ACOUSTI C ARTS LTD. 101 SI Albans Rd, Watford, 
Herts. (0923) 245250. Fax (0923) 230798 Adcom, 
AMC, Apogee, Audiolab. Audio Research, B&W, 
Bose, Celestion, Chord, Classe, Oenon, KEF, 
Magneplanar, Marantz, Martin Logan, Michell, 
Micromega, Orelle, PS Audio, Professional Moitor, 
Roksan, SME, Sonus Faber, Sonic Link, TDL, Tannoy, 
Theta, Thorens , Wilson. 4 demonstration rooms 

Purpose built AV studio. Credit available, 100 yards 
from Watford Junction station. Open rues-Sat 
10-6;00. � 
AUDIO FlUE, 27 Hockerill St, Bishops Stortford, Herts 
CM23 2DW. (0279) 506576. 9.30-5.30 open 6 
days. Dealer of the Year 1988/89. Linn, Naim, Quad, 
Gyrus, Arcam, Roksan, Oenon, Epos, Rotel, KEF, 
ProAc. 0% credit. � 
HERTFORD MUSIC. Music is pleasure. We want you 
to feel good when choosing your system in our, 3 
demonstration rooms (and bar)' Systems from 
budget to £15,000. CR Developments, Micromega, 
REL Acoustics, Acoustic Energy, Michell, Magnum, 
Diamond Acoustics, Beard, Lumley, Renaissance, 
etc. Access, Visa. Mail  Order. 
(0992) 700 900 
RADLETT AUDIO, 141 Walling Street, Radlett, 
Hertfordshire, WO? 7NQ. (0923) 856497. Mark 
Levinson, Proceed, PRO AC, AVI & ATC , Martin 
Logan, Tube Technology,Teac, Roksan, Aud10lab, 

Rote!, Harman Kardon, Michel. Home trial facilities, 
Free Install, Service Dept. V1sa, Access 9-5:30 Mon­
Fri 10-5:30 Sat 

STUDIO 82, 82 High Street, Harpenden, Herts AL5 
2SP (0582) 764246, Fax (0582) 467022. ATC/AVI, 
Arcam, Aura, Audiolab, Bang & Olufsen, Oenon, 
Epos, Mission Gyrus, Naim Audio, Nakamichi, Quad, 
Nad etc. Quiet single speaker dem room. Appts nee. 
Home trial, free install. Service Dept. Visa, Access & 
finance terms. Open 9-5.30pm (Mon;Sat).  
Closed Weds � 

KENT 
JOHN MARLEY HI-FI CENTRES, 2 Station Rd, West 
Canterbury. (0227) 769329. Also at Dover - (0304) 
207562. Arcam, Aura, B&W, Heybrook, JPW, NAO, 
Pro-Ac, Pioneer, Rotel,  Ruark, Tannoy, T OL, 
Technics. Oem and home trail facilities. Mon-Sat 
9-5.30 closed Thurs. Free install. Credit to £1,000. 
Access.Visa, Credit charge. Service dept. 
KIMBERLEY HI-FI, 193 Broadway, Bexleyheath, Kent 
(081) 304 3272. Pioneer, Technics, Kenwood, 
Oenon, NAO, Aiwa, Tannoy, Mission, Wharfedale, 
B&W. Separate dem room, no appt nee. Free instal­
lation. Service Dept. Instant credit facilities. 9.30-
5.30. No early closing. 
SOUNDCR AFT HI-FI, 40 High Street, Ashford 
Seeking music lovers, male or female any age, to 
share common interest in, musical Pro-aktiv Hi-Fi 
Systems, Multi Room or Home Cinema. Attractive 
unusual equipment in unusual setting, your place or 
ours, we guarantee lasting pleasure.Open Mon-Sat, 
Appointment Serv1ce or just pop in. Tel: 0233 
624441. � 

VOLUME ONE, 41 Upper Wickham Lane, Welling, 
OA16 3AO. 081 304 4622. Arcam, Dual, Epos, 
Exposure, Mordaunt Short. Monitor Audio, JPW, 
Marantz, Micromega,Nakam1chi, Pink Triangle, Rotel, 
Royd, Ruark, Sony, Systemdek. Large demo room, 
no appt nee. Evening dems in shop by appt. Home 
trial & demo, free del1very & installation. Access & 
Visa, 10.00-6.00 Mon-Sat. 
V J HI Fl, 29 Guildhall St, Folkestone. (0303) 
256860. Mission, Kenwood, Tannoy, Marantz, Sony, 
Rogers, Oenon, Musical Fidelity, Quad, Yamaha. Oem 
and home trial facilities, free local install. No appts 
necessary, service dept. Amex, Diners, Visa, Access, 
lnt free credit, Instant credit. Mon-Sat 9-6. � 
V J HI·FI. 119 High Street Margate. (0843) 226977. 
For full details see our above entry. � 

LANCASHIRE 
NORMAN AUDIO, 131 Friargate, Preston, Lanes PR1 
2EE. Tel (0772) 253057. Fx (0772) 562731. 
Marantz, Pioneer, Yamaha, Audiolab,arcam, Mission, 
Gyrus. B&W, KEF. Send for catalogue. Home cinema 
dem room. No appt nee, home trial facilities, free 
installation. Instant credit subject to status. Open 
9 30-5 30, late night Wed till 8pm. � 
NORMAN AUDIO, also at 216 Church Str, Blackpool, 
(253) 295661, Fx (0253) 295722. � 
JO KOCZUR LT D. 185 Yorkshire Str, Rochdale, 
Lancashire. (0706) 42107. Harman Kardon, Quad, 
REvox, Aura, Teac, JBL, Tannoy (including definition) 
B&W, Canon Bose and many others. Oolby Pro-Logic, 
AV system. Established over 25 years, qualified and 
experienced staff. Appts nee only after 5.30pm. 
Home trial, free install, service dept. Open Sat 9-5. 
Mon, Wed, Thur, Fri 9-5.30J2m. Closed Tues. 

LEICESTI:RSHIRE 
LEICESTER HI-FI CO 6 Silver Walk, St Martins 
Square, Leicester LE1 5EW. Tel: (0533) 539753. 
Fax (0533) 626097. Acoustic Energy, Arcam, 
Marantz, Micromega. Mission/Gyrus, Musical Fidelity, 
Nakamichi. Exposure, Rogers, Roksan, ·and oodles 
more" 2 Oem rooms, home trial arranged, free 
install, service dept, Credit facilitiexs, Access, Visa, 
Diners, Amex, 6 days 9.30-5.30. � 
L ISTEN INN, 6 Hotel Street, Leicester. (0533) 
623754 (Fax) 0533 623758. Linn, Arcam, Royd, 
Heybrook, Creek, Neat, Mission, Gyrus, Audiolab, 
Quad, Denon, etc. 2 Dem Rooms. � 

SOUND ADVICE, T h e  Factory, Duke St, 
Loughborough LE11 1 EO. (0509) 218254. 
Shahinian, Rega, Na1m, Linn, Royd, Yamaha, Rote!, 
Arcam, Nakam>chi, JPW. 3 demonstration areas, no 
appts necessary, free installation, service depart­
ment. Lombard credit charge, Access, Visa. Mon-Fri 
9.30-6.00, Sat 9.30-5.30. 

STEREO SHACK, 1-3 Guildhall Lane, Leicester. Tel 
0533 530330 . Aiwa, A.R., Denon, Kenwood, 
Jamo, Mission, NAD, Phillips, Pioneer, Rotel, AN 

Speciality. Free Install Open 9.30 - 5.30 6 days 
Credit available. 

LINCOLNSHIRE 
BOSTON HI Fl CENTRE, 65a Wide Bargate, John 
Adams Way, Boston, Lines PE21 6SG. (0205) 
365477. Denon, Quad, Nakamichi, Arcam, Onkyo, 
Marantz, NAD, Castle, Tannoy, Rogers. etc. Separate 
demo studio. Home trial. Free Installation. Access, 
Visa. Tues - Sat 9-5 pm. 
STAMFORD HI-FI CENTRE, 9 Red Lion Square, 
Stamford, Lines PE9 2AJ (0780) 62128. Pioneer, 
Technics, Marantz, Gyrus-Mission, Rotel, NAD, 
Yamaha, Kenwood, Quad, plus all major speaker 
manufacturers. Expert advice, comparator demon­
strations, on two floors, part exchange Hi-Fi pur­
chased for cash. No appointments necessary, home 
trial facilities, free installation, service department. 
Mastercard, Visa & credit charge, finance available. 
Mon-Sat 9-5.30pm, closed Thursdays 
SUPERFI, 271A High Str, Lincoln LN2 1JG. (0522) 
520265. See main entry under Nottinghamshire for 
full details. 

LONDON 
ANALOG AUDIO, 849 High Road, London N12. (081) 
445 3267. Cambridge, Denon, Rotel, Yamaha, 
Marantz, Wharfedale, Teac, Mordaunt-Short, Cerwin 
Vega, Nad. Free install. Service dept. Instant credit 
up to £1 000. Visa & Access. 9.30-6 6 days. 
AUDIO T, 190 West End Lane, West Hampstead, 
London NW6 1SQ. (071) 794 7848, Fax (071) 431 
3570. Great hi-fi from Arcam, Audiolab, Gyrus, 
Denon, Meridian, Mission, Philips. Rotel. Proac, 
M1cromega, Yamaha, and many more.Mon-Sat 
1 0-6pm. 3 yr gntee on H1-Fi. Free del & instal. 30 
day upgrade scheme. Home dems. PX. 2 dem 
rooms. � 
BILLY VEE SOUND SYSTEMS, 248 Lee High Road, 
Lewisham, London SE13 5PL. 081-318 5755/081-
318 1321. Arcam, Oenon, Marantz, Linn, Mission, 
Gyrus, Naim, Nakamichi, Quad, Rega, etc. 2 domes­
tic style listening lounges. Appts required, service 
dept, home trial facilities, lnt. free credit, instant 
credit. Access, Visa. Open Mon-Sat 10-6.30, 
Closed Thurs. � 
CORNFLAKE SHOP, 37 Windmill Street Uust off 
Tottenham Court Road), London Wt. Tel 071-631 
04 72 (all enquiries), Fax 071-436 7165. Open rues­
Sat 1 0-7pm. Rega, Roksan, Naim, Monitor Audio, 
Arcam, Nakamichi, ATC, AVI, Rotel, Epos. Meridian 
and Linn. 3 dem rooms (incl home cinema). Friendly 
professional service. Home trial facil it ies. 
Appointments preferred, full delivery and repair ser­
vice, multiroom specialists. Access, Visa and Amex. 

GRAHAMS HI-FI, Canonbury Yard, 190a New North 
Rd, London Nt. 071-226 5500. Winner Sony/HFN 
Greater London Dealer Award 1986/89/90."0ne of 
the 5 best hi-fi shops in the world". Arcam, Linn, 
Meridian, Naim, Rega, etc. Systems from £500. 
FREE PARKING, 4 dem rooms, service dept, open 
Tues-Sat. RING FOR APPOINT � 

HI-FI & COMPONENTS, 84 Battersea Rise, London, 
SW11 1 EH. Tel: 071 2231 110. Denon, Harman 
Kardon,Tannoy, Kenwood, Rotel, NAD, Wharfedale, 
Dual. Shure, Ortofon. Celestion, etc. Appts nee, 
Service Dept. Access. Visa, Diners, Amex, Open 10-
6 Closed Wed. 
HI-FI EXPERIENCE, Lion House, 227 Tottenham Court 
Road, London Wt P -HX. Tel Help Line 071-580 
3535 24 hour, fax 071-436 4733. Agencies include: 
Arcam, Audiolab, Bang & Olufsen, Castle, Celestion, 
Chord, Gyrus, Denon, Heybrook, Harman, IMF, KEF, 
Marantz, Mission, Musical F1delity, Meridian, 
Nakamichi, Nad, Pioneer, Quad, Rote!, shearne, 
Tannoy, TDL, Yamaha. 8 listening rooms, 3 years 
guarantee. Free delivery and simple installation (M25 
periphery), home c1nema specialist. � 
INFIDELITY, 9 High Str, Hampton Wick, Kingston­
upon-Thames. (081) 943 3530. For full details see 
entry under SURREY. 
K.J. WEST ONE, 26 New Cavendish St, London, 
Wt M 7LH. (071) 486 8262/63. Fax (071) 487 
3452. Most established brands stocked. Two Hi-Fi 
and one Home Cinema dem' studios. Appts nee. 
Home trial. Free installation. Service dept. Major 
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credit cards. Interest free crdeit usually available -
ask for details. Mon-Sat 1 0-6pm. (Late n1ght Thurs 
till 7pm) 
MUSICAL IMAGES LTD. 173 Station Road, Edgeware 
& 45 High Street, Hounslow, Middlesex. See under 
Middlesex & full pge ad. in The Directory. 

SOUND ORGANISATION LONDON, 4 Pickfords Wharf, 
Clink Street, London, SE1 9DG. Tel 071 403 2255. 
Audio Research, Aura, Creek, Epos, Exposure, 
Heybrook, Koetsu, LFD, Lyra, Mart in Logan, 
Micromega, Naim, Nakamichi, Rega, Rotel, Roksan, 
Royd, SME, Sonus Faber. Interesting new equipment 
always under evaluation. 2xsingle speaker listening 
rooms. Appts preffered. Free Installation. Service 
Department. Open rues -Sat. 10-6. Late dem by 
appointment. 
SOUND SENSE, 350 Edgeware Road, London W2 
tDX. (071) 402 2100. Alphason, B&W, Kenwood, 
Nakamichi, Celestion, Denon, Monitor Audio, 
Marantz, NVA, Sony ES , Yamaha. Appts preferred. 
Installations available. Access, Visa, Standard credit 
facilities. Mon-Sat 9.30-6.30. 
STUDIO 99, 79-81 Fairfax Road, Swiss Cottage, 
London NW6. 071-624 8855, Fax 071-624 5315. 
Naim, Meridian, Quad, M>ssion/Cyrus, Rega, KEF, 
Arcam, Epos. Acoustic Energy, Yamaha, Nakamichi, 
NAD, Sonus Faber, B&O etc. Smgle speaker dem 
room, AV demos. Multiroom. Service dept. 
Visa/Access credit facil it ies. 10-7 Mon-Fri ,  
10-6 Sat. � 
SUPERFI, 2-4 Camden High Street, Camden, NW1 
OJH (071)388 1300. See main entry under Notts for 
full details. 
UXBRIDGE AUDIO - CHISWICK, 1 09 Chiswick High 
Road, Chiswick, W4 2ED (081) 742 3444 Fax (081) 
7 42 3295. 2 Demo Rooms, Installations, 2 Year 
Guarantee, 7 day exchange. MaJor credit cards, Tues 
- Sat 10 - 6, See Middlesex entry for brands 
stocked. � 
VOLUME ONE, 41 Upper Wickham Lane, Welling. 
(081) 304 4622. For full details see entry under 
Kent. 
ZEBRA, 18-24 Brighton Road, South Croydon CR2 
6AA. 081 688 2093. AudiO lab, Arcam, KEF 
Reference, Marantz, Mission, Micromega, Pioneer, 
Rotel, Sony, Tannoy, and large range of AV equip­
ment. S2 Air Conditioned Demo Rooms. in a more 
casual environment. Service department. The UK's 
leading home cinema centre. Mon-Sat 9.30-6.00. 
Access, Visa, Switch & instant credit up to £1000 
subject to status. 

GREATER MANCHESTER 
CENTRAL RADIO, 30-32 Shudeh1ll, Manchester M4 
1 EY. Tel 061 834 6700. Technics, Kenwood, 
Pioneer, Aiwa, Marantz, Mission, B&W, Wharfedale, 
JBL, Thorens, Panasonic, etc. TV video, surround 
sound, AV systems, service dept, free delivery. 
Access, Visa, Switch finance. Mon-Sat 9-5.30. 
THE AUDIO COUNSEL, 12 Shaw Road, Oldham, 
Manchester OL1 3LQ. (061) 633 2602. Linn, 
Yamaha, Rega, Rote!, Arcam, Micromega, EPOS, 
Creek, Nakamichi, Denon. 2 dem rooms. Free install. 
Visa, Access, Licenced credit brokers up to £1000 
instant credit. 10.00-5.30 Tues, Weds, Sat; 10.00-7 
Thurs& Fri. Closed Mon. 
SWIFT OF WIL MSLOW, 4-8 St Annes Parade, 
Wilmslow. (0625) 526213. Aura, B&W, Denon, 
Kenwood, Marantz, NAD, Pioneer, Rotel, Tannoy, 
Revolver, JPW. Open 9:30am-6:00pm 2 dem 
rooms. No pressure! � 

MIDDLESEX 
AUDIO T, 159a Chase Side, Enfield, Middx EN2 
OPW (081) 367 3132, Fax (081) 367 1638. Great 
hi-fi from Arcam, Audiolab, Gyrus, Denon, Meridian, 
Micromega, Mission, Philips, Rotel, Yamaha and 
many more. Mon-Fri 10-6pm. Sat 9:30 - 5:30 3 yr 
gntee on Hi-Fi. Free del & instal. 30 day upgrade 
scheme. Home dems. PX.2 dem rooms. 
AIVDept. � 
HARROW AUDIO, 27 Springfield Rd, Harrow. (081) 
863 0938. Mon-Sat 9.30-5.30. A&R, Audiolab, 
Gyrus, Denon, Epos, Monitor Audio, Musical Fidelity, 
Nakamichi, Quad, Rotel, Tannoy, Thorens, Yamaha. 
etc. � 
MUSICAL IMAGES LTD. 45 High Street, Hounslow, 
Middlesex TW3 11R (081) 569 5802. FAX (081) 569 
6353. & 173 Station Road, Edgeware HAS 7JX (081) 
952 5535. FAX (081) 951 5864. Most brands avail­
able - see full page ad in the product directory 



Interest free credit, ask for details. Demo Rms, 
Repairs & Service. Open Sunday and all week. A 
home cinema specialist. Mail Order. Part exchange. 

RIVERSIDE HI Fl LTD. 422 Richmond Road, East 
Twickenham, Middlesex T W1 2EB. Tel. (081) 892 
7613. Fax (081) 892 7749. A.R., Arcam, Audio 
Innovations, Castle, Dual, Denon, KEF, Luxman, 
Michell, Musical Fidelity, Micromega, Marantz, 
Nakamichi, Rote!, Spendor, Systemdek, Tannoy, 
Yamaha. One demo room, in-car demo for car hi-fi 
systems. Appts not always necessary. Home trial 
facilities. Free installation, service dept. Lombard 
Tricity, Access, Visa, Amex, Diners Club. Mon-Sat 
9.30-6, Thurs. Fri 9.30-7. ll1.il!1i1 

MERSEYSIDE 
W.A BRADY & SON. 401 Smithdown Rd, Liverpool 
L15 3JJ. (051) 733 6859. 'Largest choice of spe­
cialist Hi-Fi in NW. £100-£20K'. All credit cards. 3 
dem rooms. Closed Monday. ll1.il!1i1 

P & A AUDIO (BIRKDALE) LTD 31 Liverpool Road, 
Birkdale, Southport (0704) 68373. Arcam, 
Cambridge, Creek, Denon, Michell, Mission/Gyrus, 
Mordaunt- Short, NAD, Pink Triangle, QED, Revolver, 
Rogers, Rote!, Royd, Tannoy. 3 Single speaker demo 

rooms and Nicam surround sound dem room. Free 
delivery, installation (Merseyside) Service dept, Mon­
Sat 9 - 5.30 Half day Tues. Access, Visa, Lombard. 
PETERS HI-FI 11 Werburgh Sq, Grange Precinct, 
Birkenhead. 051-647 5626. 9-5.30 closed Thurs. 
See Cheshire entry for full details. 
PETERS HI-FI, 11 St Werburgh Squ, Birkenhead. Also 
at 8 High Str, Bromborough. 051-334 1874/2825. 
Open 9-5.30 6 days a week. See Cheshire entry for 
details. 

WEST MIDLANDS 
AMADEUS SOUND & VISION 10 Boldmere Road, 
Sutton Goldfield, West Midlands. 021-354 2311. 
Audio Innovations, aura, B&O, B&W, Castle, Marantz, 
Micromega, Musical Fidelity, Nakamichi, Harman 

Kardon, QED. Single speaker demo. appts preferred. 
service available, installations, B&O link install, home 
trials. Access, Visa, interest free credit available sub­
ject to status. 9.30-6pm, 6 days. ll1.il!1i1 

FRANK HAAVEY HI-FI EXCELLENCE, 163 Spon 
Street, Coventry CUt 3BB (0203) 525200 
Audiolab, Arcam, Bang & Olufson, Mission-Gyrus, 
Denon, Marantz, Meridian, Nakamichi, NAD, Quad, 
Rega, Rotel, Yamaha. 3 floors, 3 demonstration 
rooms, nice staff, nice coffee. Appts nee, service 
dept, free install, home trial facilities. ll1.il!1i1 

All credit facilities avarlable. Mon-Sat 9.30-5.30. 
Wed til 8pm 

GRIFFIN AUDIO LTO, 94 Bristol Street, Birmingham. 
(021) 692 1359/(021) 622 2230. Arcam,Castle, 
Gyrus, Denon, Linn. Marantz, Nairn, Quad, Rega, 
Rotel. Open Tues-Sat t 0-6. ll1.il!1i1 

MUSICAL APPROACH, 37 High Street, Aldridge, 
Walsall, W. Mids. (0922) 57926. Linn products, 
Arcam, Creek, NVA, Revolver, Onix, Epos, Marantz, 
Rotel, Quad & more. Dem facs. Home trial. Service 
dept. Credit facs available. Access, Visa. 9.30-5.30 
Mon-Sat. 9.30-1 on Thurs. 
MUSIC MATTERS, 351 Hagley Road, Edgbaston, 
Birmingham B17 8DL. (021) 429 2811 Rotel, 
Denon, Lexicon, Tannoy, Ruark, Alchemist, Exposure, 
Pioneer, Roksan, Nakamichi, Arcam, Audiolab, 
Musical Fidelity, Mission/Gyrus, Meridian, KEF, 
Monitor Audio, Pink Triangle. 2 single speaker luxury 
demo rooms. Appts nee, home trial facilities, free 
installation, service dept. Access, Visa, instant credit 
up to £1000, interest free credit available. Tue-Thur 
10.30-6, Fri 10.30-8, Sat 10-6. Branches also at: 
93-95 Hobs Moat Road, Solihull, W Midlands B92 
HJI. 021-742 0254. 156-157 Lower High Str, 
Stourbridge, W Midlands 018 1TS.  
(0384) 444184. ll1.il!1i1 

NORFOLK 
AUDIBLE DIFFERENCE, Near Diss, Nortolk. Tel (0379) 
7 40227. Absolute Sounds, Audion, Art Audio, ATC, 
Audio Innovations, Audio Note, AVI, DPA, EAR, 
Impulse, LFD, Pink Triangle, Roksan, SME, Tube 
Technology Full demonstration facilities including 
evenings. Appts required, free installation, home trial 

DEALER 
Directory 

facilities. Open Mon-Fri 12-9pm, Sat 9-5pm. 
AUDIO IMAGES, 7 All Saints Rd, South Lowestoft, 
Suffolk NR33 DOL. Tel 0502 582853. For full details 
see our main entry under Suffolk 
BASICALLY SOUND The Old School, School Rd, 
Bracon Ash, Norwich NR14 SHE. (0508) 570829. 
Arcam, Nairn, Denon, Spender, Audiolab, Sound 
Organisation, Creek, Epos, Rote!, Heybrook, TDL, 
Nakamichi, etc. 2 comprehensive dem rooms. Home 
trial. Free installation. Visa, Access, HP facilities. 
Tues-Sat 9.30-1, 2-5.30. ll1.il!1i1 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
AUDIO CRAFT 23-25 Derngate, Northampton, NN1 
1TY. Tel: 0604 36291Bang & Oulfsen, Kenwood, 
Technics, Marantz, Celestion, Mordaunt-Short. No 
appts nee, Free Install, Service Dept. Open Mon-Sat 
9-5:30pm 
AUDIO SHOP, 6 Hill Str, Raunds, Northants NN9 6NN. 
(0933) 622325. Denon, Rotel, Marantz. Moth, JPW, 
Royd, Pro-ject, Philips. Full range of accessories 
available. No appts required, service dept, free install, 
home trial. Open Mon-Sat 9-5.30, Wed 9-12.30. 
CLASSIC HI-FI + VIDEO, School Lane, Kettering, 
Northants. (0536) 515766. Heybrook, Rotel,  
Yamaha, Onix, Onkyo, LSD, Nad, Pioneer, Marantz, 
Kenwood, Kef, Shearne, Rogers, Metaxas Audio and 
many more. Home trial, free instal., service dept. 
Access, Visa, credit facs. 9.30-5 .30pm. 

LISTEN INN. 32 Gold Street, Northampton. (0604) 
37871 (Fax) (0604) 601430 . Linn, Naim, Rega, 

Epos, Royd, Mission, Gyrus, Arcam, Audiolab, Neat , 
Creek, Quad, Denon etc. 2 Dem Rooms ll1.il!1i1 

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 
CHANTRY AUDIO, 16-18a Eldon Street, Tuxford, Nr 
Newark, Notts NG22 OLH. (0777) 870372. Pink 
Triangle, DPA, Rotei/Michi, Micromega, NVA, 
Absolute Sounds, Alema, CR Developments, Michell, 

Lumley, Ruark, SME and much more' 3 dem rooms 
Home trial, free installation, service dept. Access, 
Visa & credit facilities and mail order. Mon-Sat 9:30-

6pm Sun by appt. 
DEFINITIVE AUDIO, (0602) 813562. For a carefully 
considered approach to building a true hi-fidelity 
audio system with components derived from the fol­
lowing manufacturers; Audio Innovations, Snell, 
Wadia, Micromega, Deltec, Voyd, Systemdek, SME, 
Revox, Ortofon, Pioneer. Demos by appt. Please 
phone for further details. Installation free of charge. 
Mon-Sat 10-7, closed Wed am. 
NOTTINGHAM HI-FI CENTRE 120-122 Alfreton 
Road, Nottingham. (0602) 786919. Over 25 years 
experience, superb demo rooms, extensive range, 
free parking. Mon-Sat 9-5.30. ll1.il!1i1 

PETER ELLIS AUDIO, 29 Kirkgate Newark, 
Nottingham, NG24 1AD (0636 704571) Quad, 
Castle, Arcam, OED, Sugden, Tannoy, T horens, 
Marantz, Dennon, Teac. Demo Room, Free Install, 
Service Department. Home cinema dem room. 
Access, Visa, Mon-Sat 9-5:30 Close at 1:OOpm on 
Thursday. 
SUPERFI, 15 Market Str, Nottingham NG1 6HY. 
(0602) 412137. Kenwood, Technics, Denon, Arwa, 
Rotel,  Wharfedale, Mission, Marantz, NAD< 
Celestion, and many more. 2 single speaker dem 
rooms. Free install on systems, service dept. Access 
& Visa, Amex. Open 9-5.30, 6 days. 

OXFORDSHIRE 
ASTLEY AUDIO LTD, 3 Marketplace, Wallingford. 

(0491) 839305. Aura, B&W, JPW, Technics, 
Panasonic, Pioneer, Kenwood, Marantz, Sony, 
Yamaha, Denon, Dual, Mission, TDL, Tannoy Home 
trial, free installation. Service dept. Access, Visa, 
Amex, Diners. Instant credit. Tue-Fri 9-5.30, Sat 9-
5. Records & COs stocked. 

AUDIO T, 19 Old High St, Headington, Oxford OX3 
9HS. (0865) 65961, Fax (0865)60415. Great hi-li 
from Arcam, Audiolab, Gyrus, Denon, KEF, Meridian, 
Mission, Rotel, Sony, Yamaha and many more. Open 
Mon Frit 0-6pm, Sat 9.30-5.30. 3 yr gntee on Hi-Fi. 
Free del & instal. 30 day upgrade scheme. Home 
dems. PX. 2 dem rooms. AN Dept. ll1.il!1i1 

OVERTURE HI-FI, 3 Church Lane, Banbury, 
Oxfordshire OX16 8LR. (0295) 272158. Arcam, 
Heybrook, Mission, Quad, Denon, Linn Products, 
Nairn Audio, Epos, Meridian, Nakamichi. For sensible 
unbiased adivce, call Oxfordshire's audio experts. 
Superb demo facilities. No appts nee, service dept, 
free install, home trial. AccessNisa. instant credit. 
Mon-Fri 10-6, Sa\9.30-5.30. ll1.il!1i1 
OXFORD AUDIO CONSULTANTS LTD, Cantay Hse, 
Park End Street, Oxford OX1 1 JE. (0865) 790879 lax 
(0865) 791665. NAD, Rote!, Musical Fidelity, 
Pioneer, Marantz, Rogers, TDL, T horens, Audio 
Research, Proceed.2 Demo rooms. Service Dept, 
Home trial and free installation. Instant credit, 
Access, Amex, Visa. 10-6 Mon-Sat. 
WESTWOOD AND MASON, 46 George St, Oxford. 
Tel: 0865 247783 Arcam, Rotel, Rega, Epos, Tanoy, 
Royd, JPW, Mission, Nakamichi, Denon, Aiwa, Nairn, 
Quad, Aura, Tannoy, Teac. Open 9:30-5:00pm. Dem 

room. Closed Thur. ll1.il!1i1 

SHROPSHIRE 
AVON HI-FI, 12 Barker Street,Shrewsbury, 
Shropshire SYI IQJ (0743) 355166. NAD, Quad, 
B&W, Kenwood, Aiwa, Bose, Nakamichi, Onkyo. Dem 
room. Home trial. Free install. Service dept. Access, 
Visa. £1000 instant credit. Mon, Tues. Wed, Fri. Sat 
9-5.30. 

CREATIVE AUDIO, 9 Oogpole, Shrewsbury. (0743) 
241924. Arcam, Audiolab, Celestion, Gyrus, Oenon, 
Epos, Kef, Meridian, Mission, Nairn, Quad, Rega, 
Roksan, Rote!, Ruark, Tripod. Dem room. Home trial 
and free installation. One of the best ranges of quali­
ty hi-li outside London. Credit to £1000. Access, 
Visa. Tues-Sat 9.30-5.30. Service dept. 

SOMERSET 
MIKE MANNING AUDIO, 110 Middle Street, Yeovil, 
Somerset BA20 1 NE. (0935) 79361, Fax (0935) 

32923, Mobile(0850) 325965. Nairn, Roksan, Pink 
Triangle, A+R (Arcam), ATC, AVI, NAD, Pioneer, 
Rote!, Denon, etc. Dedicated listening lounge, for 
relaxed and unpressured demonstrations. Appts not 
usually nee. but best to phone first. Home trial 
facilities on request, free installation, service depart­
ment. Instant credit, Access & Visa, etc.9-5.30 
closed Mondays. 

STAFFORDSHIRE 
GRANGE HI-FI LTD, 153 Branston Rd, Burton-on­
Trent, Staffordshire DE14 3DQ. (0283) 33655. 
Albarry, Audio Innovations, Arcam, Castle, Denon, 
JPW, Marantz, Pink Triangle, Rote!,  Rogers, 
Systemdek, SME, Tannoy, TDL, Yamaha. Dem lac, 
appts nee on Sat, Free Install. Sarvice dept Access. 
Visa. 9.00-5.30pm.Ciosed for lunch 12.00-12.30. 

SUFFOLK 
AUDIBLE DIFFERENCE, Near Diss, Norfolk - see 
main entry under Nortolk. 
AUDIO IMAGES, 7 All Saints Rd, Pakefield, South 
Lowestoft, Suffolk NR33 6JL. TeVFax 0502 582853. 
Quad, Triangle, Arcam, Castle, Rote!, Moth, JPW, 
Finlux, Audio Innovations, plus the amazing Rothwell 
range. Separate demo room, no appts nec.t 0-6.30 
Tue-T hur, ?pm Fri, 6pm Sat. 

BASICALLY SOUND, The Old School, School Rd. 
Bracon Ash, Norwich. (0508) 570829. For full details 
see entry under Norfolk. ll1.il!1i1 
BURY AUDIO, 47 Churchgate St, Bury SI Edmonds, 
Suffolk, lP 33 1RG. Tel 0284 724337. Arcam, 
Furukawa, Heybrook, Infinity, Marantz, Meridian, 
Michell, Pink Triangle, Proac, Rotel, Target, Roksan, 
Shahinian, Quad.Etc. Single Speaker Room. No 
appointments necessary. Home trial lac. Free 

Installation. Service Department. Access, Visa, 
Switch. Open 6 days a week. Mon/Tues!Sat 9.30-
5.30 Thurs/Fri 9.30-7.00. Closed Wed 
EASTERN AUDIO, 41 Bramford Rd, Ipswich. (0473) 
217217 .Quad Audio Lab, Denon, Dual, Marantz, 
Mission, NAD, Nakamichi, Technics, Arcam. Mon-Sat 
930-6. ll1.il!1i1 
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SURREY 
AUDIO SOUTH, 24 ( T h e  Woolmead) East Sir, 
Farnham, Surrey GU9 7H (0252) 714555. Audio 
Note, Deltec, JPW, Marantz, Rotel, Teac, etc. AV spe­
cialist. Dem room and evening appointments avail­
able. Home trial facilities. Free installation. Access, 
Visa. 10.30-6 Mon-Sat. 

INFIDELITY, 9 High Sir, Hampton Wick, Krngston 
Upon Thames, Surrey. Tel: (081) 943 3530. Arcam, 
Creek, Epos, Heybrook, Micromega, Nairn Audio, 
Roksan, Rega Research, Shaninian, TEAC. Single 
speaker listening room. Appts pref, free installation, 

service dept. Major credit cards. Closed Mon, Tue­
Fri 10.30-7, Sat t0-6. 
PJ HI-FI - the Hr-Fi ShOp, 3 Bridge SI, Guildford, 
Surrey GUt 4RY. (0483) 504801/304756. 9-6 Man­
Sat. Linn, Meridian, Arcam, Quad, Revox, Rote!, 
NAD, Nakamichi, Marantz, Yamaha, Deltec, Rega, 
Audrolab,Mission/Cyrus. ll1.il!1i1 
RIVERSIDE HI-FI, 422 Richmond Road, East 
Twrckenham. TW1 2EB. Tel: (081) 892 7613. Fax: 
(081) 892 77 49. See main entry under Middlesex. 

ROGERS HI-FI, 13 Bridge Street, Guildford, Surrey. 

(0483) 61049. Aiwa, Creek, Denon, JPW, Marantz, 
Micromega, Rogers, TEAC, Pioneer, Systemdek, 
Tannoy. Demonstration facilities available, no 
appointment necessary. Free installation. Service 
department. AccessNisa. Instant credit up to £I ,000 
subject to status. Monday-Saturday 9.30-Gpm, later 
by apporntment. 

SPALDINGS HI-FI, 352-4 Lower Addiscombe Rd, 
Croydon, Surrey. (08t) 654 1231/2040. 3 dem 
rooms and home dem. Free install, credit. Mon-Sat 
9-6. Tues-8. Closed Wed. Service dept ll1.il!1i1 

SURBITON PARK RADIO, 48 Surbiton Rd, Krngston­
Upon-T hames, Surrey. (081) 546 5549. Quad, 
Castle, Dual, Oenon, Kenwood, Mordaunt-Short, 

Rote!, Pioneer, QED, B&W, Tannoy. Demo facilities. 
Access, Visa. 9.30-5.00 Mon-Sat. Service dept. 

SURREY HI-FI, 45 High Street, Godstone, Surrey RH9 
8LS. (0883) 744755. Parking, easy access -just 2 
mins off junction 6, M25. Tube Technologies, Rei 
Acoustics, Audio Lab, Quad, TDL, Nakamichi, KEF, 
Thorens, Rotel, Marantz, Denon, Michell, Tannoy, 

Top Line, Rei Acoustics, Single speaker demo room. 
Demonstration by appointment, free installation. 
service dept Access, Visa, Mastercard. 0% Credit. 
Open 9-6, closed Wed. 
TRU -FI SOUND & VISION, 10 Church Street, 
Leatherhead, Surrey. (0372) 378780. Sony, 
Technics, Panasonic, Mitsubishi, Ferguson, Aiwa, 
Pioneer, Sanyo, B&W, Mission. Free installation. 
Credit facilities. Access, Visa. 9.15-5.30 Mon-Sat. 
Closed Wed. Service dept. 
ZEBRA 18-24 Brighton Road, South Croydon CR2 
6AA. 081 688 2093. See main entry under London. 

SUSSEX (EAST) 
JEFFRIES HI-FI, 69 London Road, Brighton BN1 4JE. 
(0273) 609431. Hi-li, home cinema and multi-room 
specialist Range includes Adcom, Arcam, Celestion, 
Denon, Dynaudio, KEF, Kinshaw, Lexicon, Linn, 
Meridian, Mitsubishi, Nairn, Panasonic, Polk, Rega, 
REL, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, Shahinian, Sony. 2 dem 
rooms. Open Tues-Sat, late night Wed. Free parking, 
bus route, credit facilities. Winner Sony/Hi-Fi News 
Best Southern Dealer. ll1.il!1i1 
JEFFRIES HI-FI. 4 Albert Parade, Green Street. 
Eastbourne BN21 tSD. (0323) 31336, Fax (0323) 
416005. Hi-li,  home cinema and multi-room 
specialist. Range includes Adcom, Arcam, Celestion, 
Denon, Dynaudio, KEF, Lexicon, Linn, Meridian, 
Mitsubishi, Nairn, Panasonic, Polk, REL, Rote!, 
Royd, Ruark, Sony. Two demonstration rooms. 
Open Tues-Sat, late night Wed. Free parking, bus 
route, credit facilities. Winner Sony/Hi-Fi News 
Best Southern Dealer. ll1.il!1i1 
THE POWERPLANT, 66 Upper North Street, Brighton 
BN I 3FL. (0273) 775978. Gyrus, Roksan, 
Micromega, Epos, Rega, Arcam, Audiolab, Theil, 
Rotel, Audionote etc. Single speaker demonstration 



room, home trial available, no appts required, service 

dept, free installation.Access. Amex, Visa, Interest 

free credit, instant credit. Tue-Sat 1 0-6pm. I!1;1!1;J 

SUSSEX (WEST) 
AUDIO DESIGNS. 26 High Street, East Grinstead, 

West Sussex RH19 3AS. (0342) 314569. Arcam, 

Audiolab, Gyrus, Epos, Linn, Marantz, Nairn, Rotel. 

Mission, Sony. Comfortable listening room. 

Installation and service dept. Access, Visa and credit 

facilities. 9:30-6:00 Mon-Sat, late Tue. I!1;1!1;J 
BOWERS & WILKINS LTD. (Est. 1945) 1 Becket 

Buildings, Littlehampton Rd, Worthing. (0903) 2 

64141. 1 minute from A24 & A27. Free local park­

ing. Aura, B&W (inc. Matrix), Castle, Denon, 

Mission, Nakamichi, Philips, Ouad, Technics, 

T horens, and many more in 3 Dem Rooms. 

Systems, Hi-Fi and Home Cinema. Service Dept., 

Installations. Open 6 days a week. Access, Visa, 

instant credit to £1000 subject to status. 

CHICHESTER HI Fl , 7 St. Pancras, Chichester, W. 

Sussex P019 1SJ. Tel: (0243) 776402. Linn, 

Naim,Rega, Creek, Nakamichi, A&R. Denon, Roksan 

etc. Tues-Sat, 10-1, 2-5.15 (closed Man). I!1;1!1;J 

TYNE & WEAR 
RED RADIO SHOP AND HI-FI CENTRE, 11 Olive Street 

(Off Park Lane), Sunderland, Tyne & Wear SR 1 3PE. 

091-567 2087. Castle, Denon. JVC, Kenwood, 

Mordaunt-Short, Michell, Pioneer, Teac, Tannoy, TOL. 

TV, video, styli, cartridges, components, accessories, 

portables etc. Audio/visual dem room with cinema 

sound. On srte repair service, interest free credit. 

9am-5.30pm daily. 

WARWICKSHIRE 
FRANK HARVEY HIFI, 163 Span Street, Coventry, 

Warwickshire, CV1 3BD. Tel 0203 525200. Arcam, 

Mission, Gyrus, Musical Fidelity, Marantz, Rotel, 

NAD, Tannoy, Yamaha, KEF. Open 9:30-5:30 closed 

Thursday. I!1;1!1;J 
HOUSE OF MUSIC, 44 Park Street. Leamington Spa, 

Warwickshire CV32 40N. (0926) 881500. Linn. 

B&O, Meridian, Mission, Celestion, Arcam, Rotel, 

Sony Esprit, Denon, Aura. Two separate rooms. No 

appts required, service dept. free install, home trial. 

Access, Amex, Visa, Diners. lnt free credit, instant 

credit. Open 9.30-5.30 6 days. I!1;1!1;J 
SOUNDS EXPENSIVE, 12 Regent Str, Rugby (0788) 

540772. Arcam, Audiolab, Quad, Meridian, Marantz. 

Mission, Celestion, KEF, Rotel, Ruark. Rotel.  

Heybrook. IMPROVE YOUR IMAGE, BE SEEN WITH 

US. appts required, no service dept, free install, 

home trial facilities. Access, Amex. Visa, Diners, 

Instant credit. Open 9-5.30pm Mon-Sat. I!1;1!1;J 
ST RATFORD HI-FI, 25 Henley Street, Statford, 

Warwickshire CV30W. (0789) 414533. Arcam, 

Yamaha, Denon, NAD, Mission, Rotel, Marantz, 

Pioneer, Monitor Audio, B&W, Tannoy, Laserdrsc. 

Dem room, wide range of home cinema equipment. 

No appts required, service dept. free install, home 

trial. Access, Visa, lnt free credit, instant credrt. 

Open 9.30-5.30 6 days, open late Wed by appt. 

WILTSHIRE 
THE AUDIO EXCHANGE, 52 Morse Str, Swindon, 

Wiltshire SN1 50P. (0793) 539008. Acoustic Energy, 

Audio Innovations, Cerwin Vega, CR Developments, 

Heybrook, Impulse. Micromega, Michell, REL, 

Sequence, Sugden. AV and single speaker demo 

room. Home trial facilities. free installation, service 

dept. 1 0-6 Mon-Sat. 

AUDIO T, 60 Fleet St, Swindon, Wiltshire SN1 1 RA. 

(0793) 538222, Fax (0793) 487260. Great hi-fi 

lrom Arcam, Audiolab, Gyrus, Denon, Linn, Meridian, 

Mission, Rotel, Sony. Yamaha, and many more. Man­

Sat 9 30-5.30. 3 yr gntee on Hi-Fi. Free del & instal. 

30 day upgrade scheme. Home dems. PX. 2 dem 

rooms. AN Dept. I!1;1!1;J 

WORCESTERSHIRE 
COLORAMA HI-FI, 27 Kingfisher Walk, Kinglrsher 

Centre, Redditch, Wares B97 4EY (0527) 597260. 

Aura, Nad, Onkyo. Kenwood, Denon, T DL, Polk 

Audio, B&W, Tannoy, Full Pro-Logic products. In­

store integrated dem facilities. No appts required, 

service dept. Access, Visa.Open 9-5.30, closed Thur 

SPAINS HI-FI, 2&2a New Road, Bromsgrove, 

Worcestershire. Tel: (0527) 872460. B&W, Denon, 

Kenwood, Marantz, Mrssion, Nad, Pioneer, Rotel, 

Sony, Tannoy and more. Integral demo room/show­

room for instant comparisons on hi-fi and AV equip­

ment. Free installatron, service dept & credit facili­

ties, Access & Visa. 

WEST MIDLANDS AUDIO. 158 Ombersley Road, 

Worcester WR3 ?HA. (0905) 58046. Audiolab, 

Nakamichi, Nairn, Rega, Absolute Sounds, Meridian. 

Arcam, Ion Systems, Roksan. 4 demo rooms for bud­

get & high-end audro. Full DSP. Appointments neces­

sary. Free install. Service dept. Access, Visa, Amex, 

Diners, Lombard/Hitachi. Mon-Fri 9.30-8.30 by appt 

Sat 9-5.30. 

YORKSHIRE (NORTH) 
THE AUDIO CLINIC, 22 Lord Mayors Walk, York, 

Yorkshire Y03 ?HA. (0904) 646309. Mission, Revox, 

Yamaha, JVC, Audro Innovations, Celestion. NAD, 

Musical Fidelity, Allison, Thorens. No appts nee. 

Home trial facilities, free installation, service dept. 

AccessNisa, credit. Open 10-5.30 Mon-Sat. Wed 

11-5.30. 

HARROGATE HI-FI, 15 Commercial Str, Harrogate, N 

Yorks. (0423) 504274. Alchemist, Albarry, Ruark, 

Cabasse, Tannoy, Lumley Reference, Orel le,  

Celestion, NAD, Onkyo, Rotel, Yamaha. Single speak­

er dems, home cinema dems. Appts required, ser­

vice dept. tree install, home trial. Access, Amex, 

Visa, lnt free credit, instant credit. Open 1 0-6pm 

closed Mon. I!1;1!1;J 
SCARBOROUGH HI-FI  CENTRE , 14 Northway, 

Scarborough, N. Yorks Y011 lJL. (0723) 374547. 

Alchemist, Lumley Reference, Nad, Rotel, Onkyo, 

Mission, Celestion, Orelle, Marantz, Tannoy, Ruark. 

Dem room, home dems. Appts required, service 

depart, free install, home trial. Access Visa lnt lree 

Credit, Amex, Diners. Open 10-6 Mon to Sat. I!1;1!1;J 
SOUND ORGANISATION YORK, 2b Gillygate, York 

Y03 ?EO. Tel: (0904) 627108. Closed Mondays. 

Linn, Nairn, Rega, Creek, Meridian, Arcam, Denon, 

Royd, Rotel and other well chosen makes."You can't 

go wrong- we wouldn't let you". I!1;1!1;J 
VICKERS HI-FI, 24 Gillygate, York. (0904) 629659 

Audiolab, Harman-Kardon, Marantz, Musical Fidelity, 

Pink Triangle, Quad, Systemdek, Tannoy, Technics, & 

lots more. 3 demonstration studios (2 by appoint­

men!) superb showrooms, 2 year guarantee on all hi­

li products. Appts as above, home trial facilities, free 

installation, service department. Qualified and expe­

rienced staff, over 25 years experience.12 months 

interest free credit. 10.30-5.30 Mon-Sat. 

YORKSHIRE (SOUTH) 
HI-FI STUDIOS, Sunnyfields, Doncaster, S Yorks DN5 

85A. (0302) 781387. TDL, Sugden, Proac, Ruark, 

Teac, lmpluse, Systemdek, Alphason, Target, Albarry, 

Heybrook, Monitor Audio, JPW, Totem, Harbeth, 

Keswick Audio Research, Michell Engineering, AMC 

(CD & Valves), CR Developments (Valves). Art Audio 

(Valves), REL Acoustics, Projects Origin Live, Dual, 

Yamaha. Home cinema Pro-Logic demonstrations, 

listening room, dems. home trial, free delivery and 

install, 2 year guarantee. Access, Visa. 1 0-8pm 

Mon-Fri. 10-6 Sat. Phone for further info.& FREE fact 

pack. 

YORKSHIRE (WEST) 
AUDIOVISION (BRIGHOUSE) LTD. 5 Bethel Street, 

Brig house, W Yorks HD6 1 JR. (1 mile from junction 

25, M62) (0484) 713996. Yorkshire's experts for the 

entire range of Technics hi-li separates and systems, 

Panasonic Nicam TV, satellite, audio, VCRs and cam­

carders, Philips wrdescreen TV, CDi and Laserdisc 

players and Yamaha cinema DSP separates. Also, 

Castle Acoustrcs. Mordaunt-Short, Base, T DL, 

Cerwin Vega and Aiwa hi-fi separates. Hi-fi, home 

cinema and Dolby ProLogic surround sound systems 

on continuous demonstration. Free specialist advice 

and expert installation. In store service dept, Access, 

Visa, Credit charge. Man-Sat 9-5.30. 

DOUG BRADY HI-F I, T he Forge Cottage, 19 

Crossgate, Otley, Leeds, West Yorkshire LS21 1AA. 

(0943) 467689, for the very best in hi-fi separates 

and home cinema. Nairn, Arcam, Rotel, Pink 

Triangle, Meridian, Epos, Castle. Two dem rooms, 

tree install, service. Access/Visa. Open 1 0-6pm 

Tues-Sat. I!1;1!1;J 
HUDDERSFIELD HI-FI CENTRE, 4 Cross Church St, 

Huddersfield. (0484) 544668. B&W, Gyrus, 

Kenwood, Denon. Rotel, Arcam. Musical Fidelity, 

Quad, Audio Lab, Marantz, Missron, etc. Dem facil­

ties- appointment reqd. Mon-Sat 9-5.30, Thurs 9-

8. Closed Wed. Free installation, credit facilities. 

Access, Visa. 

IMAGE HI-FI, 17 The Springs, Wakefield, WF1 1 OE. 

(0924) 200272. Arcam, Linn, Meridian, Mission, 

Quad, Rotel, Etc. 2 Listening Rooms Free Parking, 

Dell & Instal Mon-Sat 9:30 5:30 pm I!1;1!1;J 
IMAGE Hl-FI, 8-10 St Annes Road, Headingley, 

Leeds, L56 3NK (0532 789374) Arcam, Linn, 

Meridian, Mission, Quad, Rotel, Etc. 3 Listening 

Rooms. Free Dem & Instal. Open 

Man-Sat 9:30 - 6 ODpm I!1;1!1;J 

NORTHERN IRELAND 

BELFAST 
LYRIC HI-FI, 161/163 Stranmillis Road, Belfast. 

(0232) 381296, Fax (0232) 661115. Linn, Nairn, 

Rega, Arcam, Castle, Denon, Rotel, Royd, Epos, 

Shahinian, Sehring etc. Free delivery and installation, 

service dept. 3 single speaker demo rooms, interest 

free credit available. Open Mon-Sat 10-6, Late night 

T hurs. closed all day Wednesday. 

ZEUS AUDIO, 2-4 Grt Victoria Str, Belfast BT2 ?BA 

(0232) 332522. Audio Innovations, Pink Triangle, 

Roksan, Marantz, Tannoy, Rotel, Micromega, 

Meridian, Mission Gyrus etc. Open Mon-Sat 1 0.00-

5.30. Late night Thursday. I!1;1!1;J 

COUNTY DOWN 
ASTON AUDIO, Unit 8, Kings Road Shopping Centre, 

Kings Road. Belfast. Tel: 0232 402220. Akai, Aiwa, 

Technics, JVC, Mitsubishi, Samsung, Toshiba, 

Panasonic, and many more. Demos available, Open 

Mon-Fir 10-8pm Sat 10-5pm 

IRELAND 

DUBLIN 
LAFAYETIE HI-FI, 50 Wellington Quay, Dublin, Tel: 

353177 0443. Technics, Denon, Marantz, 

Sony,Pioneer, Aiwa, Gyrus, Mission, Cerwin Vega 

No appts nee, Free Install. Unique trade in service. 

Credit Cards welcome. Open 1 0-6 6 days a week. 

SCOTLAND 

AYRSHIRE 
LASER AUDIO Now at new premises; 1 St Marnock 

Place, Kilmarnock KAt lET. (0563) 40292. 

Audiolab, Aiwa, Celestion, Cyrus, Denon, Dual, 

Marantz, Mission, Philips, Pioneer, Systemdek and 

Tannoy. 2 dem rooms, A/V dem room. Appts 

Prefered, home trial facilities, Free installation, ser­

vice lacilities. Access, Visa and written credit. Open 

Tues-Fri 10-5.30 Sat 9.30-5.30. 

EDINBURGH 
IN HI-FI, Galloway House, 8-10 Bakers Place, Corner of 

St Stephen St, Stockbridge, Edinburgh EH3 6SY 031-

225 8854. Arcam, Castle, Gyrus, Marantz, Meridian, 

Mrssion, Quad, Rogers,Sony, Yamaha, and other good 

brands. Full home cinema demonstration lounge. 2 hi­

fi demo lounges. No appts required, service dept, free 

install, home trial facilities. Access, Amex, Visa, instant 

credit. Open Mon-Sat 9.30-6pm I!1;1!1;J 

GLASGOW 
ST EREO STEREO, 278 St. Vincent St, Glasgow G2 

5RL. (041) 248 4079. Fax 0555 82358 Linn, Nairn, 

Rega, Arcam, Creek, Epos, Castle, Shahinian, Denon 

and Sehring etc. 3 Single Speaker Demo Rooms. No 

appointments necessary. Home Trial Facilities. Free 

Installation. service dept. Interest free credit all stan­

dard facilities. Closed Tues Man-Sat 10-6. 

INDIC ATES MEMBERSHIP OF 

THE BRITISH AUDIO DEALERS 

ASSOCIATION 

GRAMPIAN 
HI-FI EXCELLENCE 293 Union Grove, Aberdeen, AB1 

6TD. Tel 0224 322520. Aiwa, Audio Innovations, 

Denon, Impulse, Infinity, Musical Fidelity, Rotel, 

Roksan, TDL. 2 large single speaker dem rooms. 

Appts necessary aher 6.00pm. Home trial facilities, 

Free Installation, Service Department. Various offers. 

3 Yr guarantee. Open 1 0-6.00pm 6 days. 

HIGHLANDS 
THE MUSIC STATION, 49 Church Str, Inverness IV 

1 DR. Tel: (0463) 225 523. Bey er Dynamic, 

Celestion, Denon, Jamo, Kef, Kenwood, Mission, 

Pioneer. Rote!, Sony. Listening room service dept, 

free delivery to local area, part exchange,full range of 

credit facilities. 

STIRLING 
STIRLING AUDIO, 19 Barton Str, Stirling, Scotland FK8 

1 HF (0786) 479958. Linn, Mission, Cyrus, Marantz, 

Arcam, TOL, Heybrook, Tannoy, Aiwa, Audio 

Innovations. Dem room. No appts necessary, service 

dept. free installation, home trial. Access. Visa. lnt free 

credrt, instant credit. Mon-Sat 10-5.30, closed Wed. 

TAYSIDE 
J.D. BROWN, 28-36 Castle St, Dundee DD1 9NZ. 

(0382) 26591. Rotel, Denon, Pioneer, Technics, Aiwa, 

Mission, Castle, Mordaunt-Short, Monitor Audio, 

Base, lnfrnity. All equipment ready for demonstration. 

No appt nee, lree installation, service dept. Open 

9.30-6pm six days a week, (close 5pm Sat). 

WALES 

CLWYD 
ELECTRO TRADER, 19 Colwyn Crescent, Rhos On 

Sea, Colwyn Bay, Clwyd. North Wales LL2B 4RN. 

(0492) 548932. Rotel, Yamaha, NAD, Harman 

Kardon, Teac, Sugdens. Tannoy, TDL, KEF, Infinity, 

Jamo, JBL, Heybrook, Heco, Ruark, Alphason, AR, 

Target Stands, etc. Dem room. Appts preferred. 

Home trial. Free install. Access, Visa. Open 9.30-

1.00, 2.00-5.30 Mon-Sat. 

ACTON GATE AUDIO, 4 Ruabon Rd, Wrexham, North 

Wales, Tel: 0978 364 500, Arcam, B&W, Marantz, 

Missron, NAD, Quad, Rega, Rotel, Tannoy, Yamaha, 

etc. Dem Facilities. A.V. on dem, Mail Order. No 

appts nee. home trial fac, Free install, Service Dept. 

Access, Visa. 9:30-5:30 closed Weds PM 

SOUTH GLAMORGAN 
AUDIO EXCELLENCE , 134 Crwys Road, Cardiff. 

(0222) 228565.Great Hi Fi carefully selected and 

demonstrated by friendly, enthusiastic staff. 

Closed Mon. I!1;1!1;J 

WEST GLAMORGAN 
AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 9 High St, Swansea. (0792) 

474608. Great HI-Fi carefully selected and 

demonstrated by fr iendly, enthusiastic staff.  

Closed Mon. I!1;1!1;J 

GWYNEDD 
I&H GRIFFITHS & SONS, 313 Hrgh SI, Bangor LL57 

lYA. (0248) 370655. Aura, Yamaha, Tannoy, Teac, 

Sony, B&W, SVC, Rotel. Demos available, no appts 

nee, home trial facilities, free installation, sevice 

dept. Access, Visa, Lombard credit charge. Mon-Sat 

9-5.30, Wed 9-1. Audio Visual Specialists. 

PETERS HI-FI Victoria Buildings, Mostyn Avenue, 

Craig-y-don, Llandudno. (0492) 876788. 1 Single 

speaker dem room. Open 9-5.30. Closed Wed. See 

Cheshire branch I or details. 

To advertise in this 

section 

call EMMA SHERRY on 

on-9177643 



CREDIT CARDS WELCOME 

24HR DELIVERY SERVICE 

INTEREST FREE 
CREDIT ON SELECTED ITEMS 

Details on r:equest 
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FOR YOUR EARS ONLY 

Audio Innovations 

Lurnley Reference 

Tube Technology 

Conrad Johnson 

D.D. Audio E.A.R. 

HiFi World Kit 

OPEN 
10-6 pm MONDAY- SATURDAY 

10 • 9 pm THURSDAY 

WORLDWIDE TAX FREE EXPORT 

CD PLAYERS QUAD MICROMEGA TEAC MARANTZ ROTEL AMC PIONEER ORELLE MUSICAL FIDELITY 
CASSETTE DECKS AIWA D EN ON SON Y N AKA MICHI HA R MAN MA R ANTZ 
AMPLIFIERS OREL LE QUAD ALBARRY MUSICAL FIDELITY JOHN SHARNE A URA PIONEER 
TURNTABL ES P INK T RI AN GLE THO R ENS A LP HASON TOWNSEN D R O CK 
LOUDSPEAKERS SPENDOR QUAD ROYD TRIANGLE KEF TANNOY PROAC CASTLE MONITOR AUDIO 
DAC P I NK T R I ANG LE D P A K IN SHAW O R ELLE MUSI C AL FID ELITY T E A C  

PLEASE ASK FOR OUR SPEACIAL OFFER LIST 

HI Fl CONFIDENTIAL LTD 
34 BUCKINGHAM PALACE ROAD, LONDON SW1W ORE. TEL: (071) 233 0774 FAX: (071) 233 7226 

36 Druid Hill, Stoke Bishop, Bristol BS9 1 EJ 
Telephone: 0272 686005 

TRANSPORTS OF DELIGHT 
lt is common for all of us to forget the real 

importance of transports in the digital equation. 
There is no doubt that adding a doe such os the 
Pink Triangle Dacapo to the overage CD player or 
transport will improve the sound. but to really hear 
what these doe's will do, you need to listen with a 
quality transport such os the Wadia 8, or 
Micromega CD3.1. A recent addition to our range 
however, is the Audiomega Mephisto. which incor­
porates a real plotter. with its own spindle and 
bearing, giving the disc a true vibration-free sur­
face of reference. That aside. it also looks beautiful 
in block metocrylote and gold, and sounds differ­
ent to any other transport we hove listened to. 
Sounds great with the Dacapo, Trichord Research 
Pulsar, Kinshaw Perception or Micromega T-Dac. 
On the other hand, you could just buy on AVI CD 
player and save a lot of money, especially if your 
main interest is classical music. 

Other new items ore the Titan Mains Filters, the 
Framework Stands with 1 Omm thick gloss shelves, 
Ruork Crusader lis, and the Electro Companiet 
Amplification should be in soon. Coffee and a 
comfortable settee available at all times. 



ARCAM Alpha Plus CD; Alpha 3 Amp; Alpha 3 Tuner; Mission 780 
speakers; Gyrus stands; Sound Org rack; Linn/Chord leads. 1 year 
old, £700 m Bucks (0494) 873487 

ROTEL TUNER/AMP with power amp. RTC850L and RB870BX 

about £300. Studio-Power subwoofer, guaranteed, £75. 
m Bucks (0494) 673947 

MERIDIAN 263 Delta Sigma DAC, 3 yr guarantee, just 1 year old, 

upgraded, £350 ono. m Basingstoke (0256) 816500 

CROFT Dual-mono preamp 4-box single input, stunning (£2000) 

now £495. Exposure '8' mono blocks (£1095) £495. Radford 

STA35 power (£1323) £595. Woodside SC26 preamp (£1420) 
£695. All mint condition m Herts (0707) 321878 

QUAD 44 preamp, 404 power amp £345. Kenwood DPX 9010 
ZCD transport £245. Musical Fidelity Digilog DAC £175. 
m Suffolk (0449) 615024 

WANTED Pioneer amplifier SA9900 working or not. 

m Dorset (0202) 7 40053 

APOGEE Callipers, grey, almost as new in original packing. Must 

sell, hence £650. m Ipswich (0473) 251775 

KENWOOD UD70 mini system, 1 year old, cost £700. Will accept 

£450, four year guarantee. m London Derry (0504) 352416 

PHILIPS GA308 turntable, Shure cartridge, Armstrong 526 tuner 

amp £85. m Kent (0892) 722766 

REGA PLANAR 3 with RB300 arm and new Arcam P77MG car­

tridge, excellent condition, boxed, £185. 
m Northampton (0604) 700704 

QUAD valve power amps (x two) suitable for upgrading (one in 

good condition, the other fair) £300. m Derby (0332) 831746 

SONY TCK611 s boxed, unused, £285. Want Sony TCWR 635s: 
records and recordings 1970s - 70 copies Glyndebourne Progs 

(5) 1960s, offers. Want Thorens 126 (not 125) 
m Exeter (0392) 860182 

MAGNAPLANAR SMGA £250, Audiolab 8000A 2 amp, £395. 
Sony TCDD3 OAT & remote adapter, £500. All mint. 

m Devon (0803) 864661 

ALBARRY M408 power amps, £450. Cambridge Soundworks 
satellite/subwoofer speaker system, £165. Part exchanges con­
sidered. QED passive control unit £35. m Essex (0621) 772884 

NAD MONITOR series cassette deck 6100, as new, boxed £250 

ono. JVC XL -2464 CD player, new, boxed, £180 ono. 

m West Midlands (0922) 475910 

MERIDIAN 601 preamp, 2x remotes, mint, 6 months old, £1450. 

m Felixstowe (0394) 282838 

• 

aSSI le 
WANTED Hitachi power amp HMA 8500 Mk2 with big VU meters. 
m Southampton (0703) 335498 

ROTEL SUPRA loudspeaker cable 4mm - 2x15 metres with gold 
plugs. £75 (cost £136). m Sidcup 081-302 9063 

LINN LP12/Ittok/Asaka, £700, Spendor BC3 £350, Yamaha 

CT81 0 tuner, £70, Yamaha headphones HP1, £15, HP3 £10. 

m Northampton (0604) 403947 

HECO 330S interiors, perfect condition with Target stands, £220. 

m Manchester (061) 445 8013 

EPOS ES11 speakers, beautiful mahogany finish, with dedicated 
Epos stands. Excellent condition m Leeds (0532) 444900(days)/ 
(0532) 588618 (eves) 

ROYD EDEN speakers (walnut), Linn Kan 11 stands. Will not split, 
£170. m (0745) 350441 

PANASONIC TX21 Tl 51 cm Fastext FST TV S-video , Scart con­
nections. 3 years old, excellent condition, £100 no offers. 

m West Yorkshire (0924) 258285 

WANTED Audio Alchemy Oac-ln-The Box must be in mint condi­
tion. Please reply with details and price to Mr Franklin, 18 
Kensington Gardens, Darlington, Go Durham. 

WANTED Impulse H2 good condition only. Will collect 
m Hampshire (0703) 601621 

AUDIO RESEARCH LS1 preamp, silver, immaculate, boxed. Only 
two years old, £720 (was £1950). Happy to demonstrate. 

m Colchester (0206) 825887 

ENTHUSIAST'S CLEAROUTt Superb valve amps by Leak, Quad, 

Radford, EMI, Armstrong etc. Thorens TD124. Mint Garrard 301, 

Quad ELS, Spendor BC1 s, can send. Please phone for details. 

m Devon (0364) 72153 

KENWOOD UD900 midi hi-fi, CD, tape, radio, preamp, amp, 
Dolby Pro-Logic. Costs £950 new, 12 months old, unmarked, will 

sell for £575. m Hitchin (0462) 893771 (days)/730174 (eves) 
ask for Richard. 

ARCAM BLACK BOX 2 £85, Denon DRM07, NAO 3220, Yamaha 
CDX730E, mint condition, offers. Professional interconnects avail­

able, new. m Bradford (0274) 575484 Mr M Lad. 

LINN NEXUS speakers, black real wood version with Ku-stone 
stands. Cost £650 new will accept £325 ono. Linn K400 Bi-wire 
cable 3.5m pair, £25. m London 071-385 0309 

NAIM NAIT, boxed as new, £130. W Midlands (021) 429 8948 

ROTEL RCD965 CD player with remote. As new, boxed £250, 

Tannoy 603 speakers with dedicated Tannoy stands £150. 

m Surrey (0276) 476142 

PASSIVE preamp, quality gold plated sockets. Kimber wire. Silver 
contact switch. Alps pot, plastic case, £50. 
m Enfield 081-4820363, Terry. 

WANTED Koetsu red or black cartridge must be reasonably cheap 

suitable for re-tipping. Please write to 33 Lower Ellacombe, 

Church Road, Torquay, Devon. 

TEAC 0500 DAC, new and unused , unwanted gift, boxed with 

instructions and guarantee, bargain at £180. 

m Aberdeen (0224) 7 43796 

NAD 5420 CD player boxed, as new, 2 years old, £85. 
m Eastbourne (0323) 765564 

BEARD CA506 preamp as new £495 ovno. Musical fidelity syn­
thesis amp £150 ono. Tom Fletcher Analogue Tracer 11, moving 
magnet cartridge, as new, £85 ovno. 
m Sheffield (0742) 459698 

LINN ELECTRONICS LK1 Oirak Pre, £450 (inc. REM and leads) 
3xLK280 power (1 c/w spark), £425 each (£650 c/w spark). Kaber 
Aktiv clover, £695. All items boxed and mint. 

m Stafford (0785) 41753, near offers? 

WANTED Sonab speakers DA5Mk2 or OA 14 

m Devon (0805) 23311 

DELTEC UTILE BIT DAC, £195. AudioQuest Lapis interconnects 
0.5m pair with gold phonos, £95. Van Den Hul Clearwater speak­
er cable 4.5m, £20 pair. m Edinburgh 031-447 5355 

LINN KAN l's plus Mkl stands, £210 ono. 

m Cheshire (061) 488 4709 (after 6pm) 

AUDIO RESEARCH SP14, £1750. Jeff Rowland Model One, 

£1595. Both as new. Apogee Centaur Minors, £695. Various 

leads and interconnects. m Berkhamsted (0442) 877853 

LINN INDEX ll loudspeakers and Ku-stone stands, £190 ono. 
m Surrey 081-397 9745 

ACOUSTAT SPECTRA 11 00 Mk2 electrostatic speakers, mint, 
boxed £595. UKD Callas speakers, mint, mahogany matching 
stands, boxed, £600 outstanding bargains, great sounds. 

m Neasden 081-450 7384 

MERIDIAN 208 with seismic sink, both 12 months old, excellent 
condition, £1000 no offers. m Birmingham (021) 458 5396 

LINN INTEK Amp, Linn Helix 11 speakers, 14m K20 cable, 
Micromega Solo CO, Oenon TU260L tuner, Gold interconnects, 
excellent condition, very reluctant sale, £1250. 

m Melton Mowbray (0664) 500222 

MAGNUM MP300 stereo preamplifier, MF300 Dual mono Mosfet 
amplifier RRP £994, wanted £495 for the pair. Offers, swops 
invited. m Harrogate (0423) 528256 

Place an advert in Hi-Fi Choice- FREE! 
That's right, you can sell your hi-fi equipment in the Choice Reader Classified pages absolutely free. All you have to do is write your 'sales' or 'wants' advert in block capitals on the 
coupon below. and send it to us at the address shown. The advert will appear for one issue only and must be no more than 30 words long, including your phone number. Remember 

to include your own name, address and telephone number. Reader Classifieds are for the use of private individuals only and adverts from dealers will not be accepted. All Reader 
Classified adverts will be printed subject to available space, and Dennis Publishing Ltd accepts no liability for the accuracy of the information contained therein, nor any consequence 

arising from it. nor for any minor typographical errors. We reserve the right to amend or refuse adverts at the Editor's discretion. 

Name ............................................... . 

Address ........................................... . 

Telephone no ................................ . 

Please return the completed 

coupon to: 

Hi-Fi Choice, Reader Classifieds, 

19 Bolsover Street, London 

WIP?HJ . 
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HI-FI CHOICE SPECIAL OFFERS 
• • 

o1ce accessories 
This month we are pleased to be able to offer a selection of cables and interconnects to 

improve the sound of your system. Although some people consider cables to be a mere 

accessory, in fact without them you'd get no sound at all from your system! 

By choosing the very best possible cables you can make the most of the rest of the 

separates that make up your hiji system. 

Speaker Cables 
AudioQuest F-14 
No, it's not a fighter plane, its an 

affordable fiat cable that is ideal for 

audio visual applications where 

rear channel speaker cable has to 
be run under carpets or along 

skirting boards. Don't let the low 

price tag fool you, though, it's still a 

vast improvement over bell wire or 

other non-specialist alternatives. 

Earning a Recommended tag back 

in our August issue, AudioQuest 

F- 14, at a mere 2mm thick, could 

well be the answer to those tricky 

cabling dilemmas. Available in 

white. 

Order ref Length Price 
ZLI4WR/1 I metre £28.90 
ZLI4WR/2 2 metre £32.80 
ZLI4WR/3 3 metre £36.70 
ZLI4WR/4 4 metre £40.60 
ZLI4WR/5 5 metre £44.50 

I( you require longer lengths, odd on 

additional £3.90 per metre 

AudioQuest Type 4 
This corking cable uses four sol1d 
OFHC conductors wound in a 

spiralled Hyperlitz configuration. 

You can either pair up conductors 

to form a superior single run of 

cable or the cable can be sent to 

you pre-terminated for bi-wiring, 

enabling you to enjoy all the 

advantages of this method of 

connection without the mass of 

spaghetti that normally threatens 
to take over the living room. A 

very cost effective up-grade. 

Order Ref: ZL T43PR- 3 
Metre length £57.00 
Order Ref: ZL T45PR- 5 
Metre length £75.00 

AudioQuest Indigo 
The obvious next step up from 

Type 4, Indigo uses ten solid 
conductors, again in a Hyperlitz 
array and finished in a tasteful blue 
satin jacket. When the five red or 

black conductors are connected 
together this gives a 2.6 mm2 

signal area. Not the cheapest cable 

on the market. but nonetheless 

highly recommended for those 

wanting to pull the very best from 

their systems. 

Order Ref: ZLI3PR- 3 metre 
length £75.00 
Order Ref: ZLI 5PR - 5 metre 
length £I 05.00 

AudioQuest Crystal 
Crystal uses twelve solid conduc­

tors, spiralled together in a 

Hyperlitz array under a slate blue 

satin jacket The cable is rather 

unusual in that it contains a mix of 

conductors, six conductors are 

0.65 mm2 PHFC copper and six 

are 0.52 mm2 FPC copper. In 

normal use Crystal is a 3.51 mm2 

cable. The FPC copper acts like a 

bypass, allowing most of the high 

frequency benefits of this superior 

material. The less expensive OFHC 

copper provides bulk so Crystal 

can provide a powerful full range 

sound. Together the OFHC and 

FPC allow Crystal to have 

extraordinary performance at a 

reasonable price. Crystal is also an 

extremely effective single biwire 

cable, which is best achieved by 

using the six OFHC conductors for 

the bass and the six superb FPC 

conductors for the treble. 

Order Ref: ZLCY3SBW- 3 
metre £ 144.00 
Order Ref: ZLCY5SBW - 5 
metre £200.00 

Interconnect cables 
Although you could connect your 

equipment together with a damp 

piece of string, the chances are the 
results would be rather disappoint­
ing. What is often glossed over is 

that there are more than one type 

of interconnect cable on the 

market and that different cables 

are needed for different tasks. The 

first use for interconnects is to 
enable you to link line level signals 
between units, for example to wire 

the analogue output of your CD 
player to your amplifier, or to use 
between pre-amp and amplifier. 

We offer three choices of cable 
intended for this purpose, 

AudioQuest Turquoise, Ruby and 



Quartz, so there should be one 
there to suit your budget 

AudioQuest Turquoise 
Our cheapest interconnect uses 
four solid OFHC copper conduc­
tors in a novel symmetrical 
Hyperlitz anrangement Two of 
these conductors are insulated and 
together become the positive 
conductor. The other two are 
uninsulated and make contact with 
the I 00% coverage shield, together 
they become the negative 
conductor. 
Order Ref: ZIUP I - I metre 
£34.95 
Order Ref: ZIUP2 - 2 metre 
£40.95 

AudioQuest Ruby 
Ruby is one of the most popular 
cables in the AudioQuest range, 
and it's easy to see why. A fully 
balanced cable featuring Hyperlitz 
construction. Ruby uses four solid 
FPC copper conductors, all 
polypropylene insulated. Two 
together carry the positive signal 
and two carry the negative. 
Excellent value for a high perform­
ance cable. 
Order Ref: ZIRP I - I metre 
£69.95 

AudioQuest Quartz 
Quartz uses the same Hyperlitz 
balanced construction as Ruby, but 
with FPC-6 copper (99% punty) . 
The RCA plug is resistance 
welded to Quartz in a process 
which actually commingles the 
molecules of the cable and plug 
into an alloy. The plug uses an 
unusual patented design which 
eliminates extra intemal contacts. 
ensures a large, self-wiping 
( clean1ng) contact area and 
provides extraordinary strain-relief. 
The plug is not difficult to push on. 
but it does make the best contact. 
Order Ref: ZIQP I - I metre 
£99.95 

Optical cables 
Many CO players and transports 
feature a f1bre optic digital output. 
This allows you to send the digital 
signal, in the form of light, to a 
separate digital-to-analogue 
converter. 
The quality of the fibre optic cable 
used can make nearly as much 
difference as your choice of CO 
player. A poor fibre optic cable can 
totally destroy the value of a 
separate 0/A converter. OptiLink 
X and OptiLink Z will make sure 
you get the performance you paid 
for. Available in I metre lengths. 

AudioQuest Optilink X™ 
Order ref: ZOXT 1-0ptilink 
X (I metre, Toslink) £49.95 

audioquest 

• 

I 
• 

.. 

AudioQuest Optilink Z™ 
Order ref: ZOZT 1-0ptilink 
Z (I metre, Toslink) £99.95 

Digital cables 
The characteristics a cable needs 
to carry a digital signal are very 
different from those required of an 
analogue cable and if you want to 
get the very best from your system 
then you need a cable designed to 
do the job. Video cables, which are 
designed for high frequency signals 
in the first place. are ideal for 
carrying digital signals, and they can 
also be used to give a boost to 
your AN system. 

Video X is available in I ,  2 and 5m 
lengths while for those of you with 
a little more money to spend, we 
can also supply the superior Video 

•OVIdeoS.Xri'IC) .VIdeoX� -==..:: 
--=�-

""""'� 

Hi-Fi Choice Sweatshirts 
Sure to be as popular 1n '94, the 
Hi-Fi Choice sweatshirt is 
still great value at just 
{_ 15.00. Sporting the 
Hi-Fi Choice logo 
in white and red 
on navy blue -
1t's an inimitable 
accessory that 
will certainly 
attract admiring 
glances. 
Order ref JE22NL 

(Large) 
Order ref: JE22NXL 

(Extra Large) 
Price: {_ 15.00 

Z. one of the very few digital 
interconnects to eam a coveted 
Best Buy rating in our recent 
market survey. 
AudioQuest Video X 
Order ref: ZIXP I 
(I metre) £29.95 
Order ref: ZIXP2 
(2 metre) £36.95 
Order ref: ZIXP5 
(5 metre) £57.95 
AudioQuest Video Z 
Order ref: ZIZP I 
(I metre length) £49.95 

If you have any technical 
queries regarding the cables, 
please call Alisdair Patrick 
on 0223 440964. 

AudioQuest CD Feet 
Improve the performance of your 
CO player or any other vibration 
sensitive equipment. 
Sorbothane® CO feet absorb 
energy, increasing both damping 
and isolation. Each foot should not 
support more than 4 pounds (2kg) 
or about 16 pounds for a set of 
four. 
Order ref: ZAFC4 
Price: £29.95 

AudioQuest Big Feet 
Same as the above only bigger, to 
support heavier equipment 
Order ref: ZAFB4 
Price: £47.95 



Carriage Free Hi-Fi To Your U.K. Address 

Krell KAC-2s Pre-amp 

Krllll KSA-SOs Pwr-Amp 3490 

Apogee Centaur Minor Spkr 1345 

Manln logan Aerius Spkr 2222 

Carbon Interconnects 

ven den Hul The First 1 m 179 

van den Hul The Second 1 m 1 99 

Amplifiers 
Oenon PMA250 Ill ./ 159 
Yameha AX-380 199 

MfN'ant:z PM44 SE ./ 1 99 
Canon PMA350 11 219 
Arcam Alpha 5 229 
Oenon PMA450 249 

AuraVA100 .I 299 

Audio Innovations Alto New 299 

Merantz PM 54 SE New 299 
Marant:z PM63 Softfine 299 

Arcam Alpha 6 Remote Cntrl 329 

Audiolab BOOOA ./ 449 

A&R Delta 290 449 

Mission Cyrus Ill 499 

Audioleb aoooc Pre . ./ 449 

Audiolab SCOOP f'wr . ./ 649 

Audiolab BOOOM Mono Pair 1399 

Tuners 
Oenon TU260 ./ 1 19 

Marantz ST53 Softline 1 69 

Denon TU380AD RDS New 189 

Marantz ST63 RDS 199 

Yamaha TX-580 RDS New 199 
Oenon TU580-AO 219 
Arcam Alpha 5 219 
A&R Delta 150 - Nicam 229 

Aura TU50 299 

A&R Delta 280 349 

Mission Cyrus FM7 399 

Audiolab BOOOT The Best ./ 666 

Receivers 
Denon DAA345 Aece•ver 249 

Yamaha AX-385 RDS New 269 
Denon DRA545-RD Receiver 319 

Cassette Decks 
Denon DAM540 159 

Yemaha KX380 New 169 

Denon DRS610 Front load 199 

Marenn 5041 5 Double 209 

Oenon DAW760 Double 249 

Yamahe KX580 Dolby-S New 249 

Marantz S063 3-Hd Sofr/ine 269 

Denon DA$810 3-Hd Orwr 299 
Nakamichi ORJ 399 
Nakamichi DR2 3-Head 599 

Nakamichi DR1 3-Head ./ 849 

Arcem Oefta100 Dolby-S 849 

OCC - Prico CRASH I 
Mat.nt:z 0082 was f:850 now 399 

Compact Disc 
Canon OC0595 179 

Merent:z CD 53 199 

Denon DCD695 199 

Y.-naha CDX-480 199 

Merant:z CD63 ./ 249 

Yamaha CDX-580 249 

Canon OCD890 269 

Merant:z CD52 11 Se ./ 299 

Nakamlchl MB4s New - 7 Disc 

Musicbank for under £300 299 

Canon OCD1 290 329 

Neluwnlchl CD4 3 7 9 

Aura CD50 399 

Arcam Alpha 5 ./ 449 

Nakamlchi MB3 Mus.Bank 649 

Arc.-n Delta 250 Transport 749 

Arcem Delta 270 799 

Merant:zCD10 TheBesfl ./ 1199 

SPRING 
SPECIAL 

Buy any 3 Hi-FI units and 
claim DOUBLE M&S 

Vouebers on the Jrd Item! 

./ = Bsst Buy Nomination 
0-A Convertors 

QED Digit MB52 ./ 139 

Positron Pwr. Supply 8 5 

DAC-PAC with Free Dig•lle• 224 

Arcem Delta Bo• 50 449 

Audi�.tl 8000 OAC ./ 749 

Speakers 
Acoustic Enetgy AE1 753 

B & W Solid !Bik or White) 129 

DM600i 179 

OM610i 239 

Ac.oustitune Sub Woofer 199 

Nil/ match most makes of spkr. 

.... ESl 1 395 

Minion M7601 129 

M760• SE ./ 149 

Gyrus 780 SE ./ 239 

751 ./ 299 

752 New 499 

753 ./ 599 

Monitor MA9 Gold 289 

Audio MA14Gold ./ 459 

CC200 Centre AV 179 

Tarmoy 6o3 11 139 

6oS 11 159 

6o7 11 219 

6o9 11 294 

611 11 429 

TDL Near F1eld Mon1tor 119 

RTL 1 199 
RTL 2 299 

RTL 3 399 

Studio lM 899 

Turntables 
Dual CS505-4 229 

Pro-Ject 

Thorens 
• incl 

AT95E 

.5 + Ort OMS-5E 
1 + Ort 510 
2 + On MC-1 
6 + On MC-15 

T0180 78rpm 

TD280-IV 

TO 166fTP50 arm 

TO 1 66/Rega arm ./ 
T03001 no arm 

A-V SYSTEMS 
SCMnnel Amps 

145 

185 

275 

435 

•179 

•199 

•269 

299 

599 

Marant:z PM700 449 

Denon AVC1530 479 

AVC3020 ./ 729 

AVR1000 FM Aecvr 519 

AVC3020 729 

AVC3530 999 

Yarnahe RX-V4 70 FM Aecvr 399 

OSP-A780 New 629 
DSP-A970 New 799 

OSP-A2070 7 Ch. 1099 

Add-On FX Amps 

Yarnaha DSP-E200 3 Ch . ./ 369 

DSP-E580 5 Ch. New 449 

OSP-E1 000 5 Ch. 669 
Y•nNM Effects Spkrs 

NS-C80 Centre Spk.r 99 

NS-C1 10 ditto 149 

NS-ESO Rear Spkrs 119 

YST -SW50 A.ctive 199 

YST-SW100 Sub 70w 259 

YST-SW200 Woofers 100w 399 

Monitor Audio CC200 Centre 179 
Send for our A V info leaflet 

MINI SYSTEMS 
excluding speakers 

Yamaha CC70 3-CD 599 

Denon 065 569 

090 669 

0110.1 799 

0250 929 

F 10 4 unit modular 999 

Accessories 

Audioquest 
Ri{)ht Lead Right Price 

Interconnects -Per Pair 

Turquoise 1 Metre 29.99 

42.99 

62.99 
89.99 

Topaz 1 Metre 

Ruby 1 Metre 

Quartz 1 Metre 

Emerald 1 Metre 

Speaker Cable - Per Metre 
179.99 

F14 1.75 
Type 2 2.75 

F18 3.25 

Type 4 4.05 

Indigo 6.75 

Crystal 12.50 

Midnight 2 19.95 

Cobalt 2 37.95 
'Phone for made up lengths 

Vidt:Q & Ootical - each 
Video X 1 Metre 

Video Z 1 Metre 

Digital Pro 

Optilink X 

Optilink Z 
CO Feet 

1 Metre 

1 Metre 

1 Metre 

4 Pack 

Target 
Soeaker Stands 
TR30 or TA40 

TR50 or TR60 

HS12 

26.99 

44.99 

80.99 

44.99 

89.99 

29.95 

58.95 

58.95 

67.95 

HS16 

HS24 
HJ1 7/2 

57 

or HS20 69.95 

or HS28 71.95 

Heavyweight 104.95 

or SB Wall Bracket 31.95 

Hi-Fi Stands & Tables 

TT2 Table 

TT4sa Flat Pack 

TT5sa Flat Pack 

AER3 Delu•e Racks 
AER4 

AER5 

75.95 

105.95 

119.95 

134.95 

164.95 

179.95 

• • Check for full range "' ... 

Sannheiser 
HO 35 Headma:.: 22.95 

HO 435 Vegas or Manhanen22.95 

HO 320 New 35.95 

HO 330 New 52.95 

HO 340 New 64.95 
HO 520 If 89.95 

HO 530 11 99.95 

HO 250 11 Closed Back 129.95 

HO 560 11 139.95 

HO 580 Precision 189.95 

IS 4 50/4 90 Infra Red 149.95 

Bey er 
DT-311 H/phone .I 44.95 

OT-331 New Closed Back 49.95 
DT-51 1 84.95 
DT-81 1 154.95 

Audio Technice 

� 
ATH-910 Pro Closed Back 69.95 

� 
AT-101E P-Mount 22.95 
AT-95E Bi-radial 22.95 
AT-llOE LC-OFC 27.95 
AT-OC3 Moving Coil 104.95 
AT-OC5 Moving Coil 146.95 

Speaker Wire per Metre 
O"ofon SPK200 flat bi-wire 5.00 

QED 79 Strand - Blk or White 1.00 

Cartridge & Pre-amp 
QED Discsaver RIAA Preamp 34.95 

Oenon OL-304 MC Cart. 199.95 

Graph.ic EquaHser 
Yamahe EQ550 10 band 199.95 

SoundStyio 

The FTO Amp, Tuner. CD & Cassette 
Deck are also available separately. 
Telephone for price & availability. 

In • Choice of 6 Colours 
Trti)Od Table 5 Shelf 189 95 
Matchmg Spkr Stands 99 95 
Match1ng CO Ftack 

floor st.andrng holds 230 + 189 95 

--------------- � 

FREE=�: 
Gift Vouchers 
Mail Order Customers - cut 
out this coupon & claim 

a £5 M&S Voucher 
for every £60 spent when 
ordering Hi-Fi Equipment 
from this advertisement. 

Marvellous 
............ z® 

./ Best Buy PM44se £ 199.90 

2x45 watts, large power supply and 

Marantz Customised Components for 

a great sounding amplifier 

./ Best Buy CD63 £249.90 
& 

Super Value CD53 £199.90 

The emerging NBrand LeadersN 

with new Bitstream DAC and the 

latest CD-M 1 2 mechanism 

See & Hear the complete range of 

Marantz at Harrow Audio 

PRICEBUSTER TAPES s - v H s 
Send for the TOP-TAPE Price List FUJI 

AUDIO OAT 

MA X ELL MAXELL 
SXII 90 0.89 OM 46 5.45 

XLII 100 1.49 OM 60 6.25 

XLII-S 90 1.75 OM 90 7.45 

XLII-S 100 1.95 OM 120 8.45 

MX 110 1.99 

MX-S 90 2.79 

MX-5 100 2.99 

FREE POSTAGE 
Minimum Msil Order Vslue £60. 00 

SE 30 5.95 

SE 60 6.45 
SE120 7.45 
SE1 80 8.95 

SE240 1 1.45 

JVC 
SE180XG 7.79 

SE1 80 XZ 9.95 

TDK 
SE1 80 XPB 7.45 

SE240 XPB 8.99 

SE120XPP 7.99 

SE1 80 XPP 9.45 
SE240 XPP 11.95 

27 Springfield Road, Harrow, Middx. HA 1 4QF 

The Small Print.. 
publication). Prices include VAT end ere velid until the next issue of this Meg. All goods 

insured egainst loss or damege i n  transit. Next Oey FR EE delivery of HI-FI on cleered 

payments. Tape Orders · POST FREE - Minimum Meil Order Value (60 

Harrow Audio I enclose Cash!Cheque/Card N• & Exp Date 

27 Springfield Rd 

HARROW 

HAl 4QF 

Sales & Dems 

& Credit Cards 

081 863 0938 

FAX 863 2443 

Name 

Address 

Please Send Me 

HFC5 



AudioQuest LaserGuide 
The most effective optical disc 
treatment available. Using 
LaserGuide improves virtually all 
aspects of CD and LaserDisc 
perfonmance. CD's actually sound 
smoother, clearer and more 
dynamic. 
Order ref: ZBLGB 
Price: £14.95 

Hi-Fi Choice CD Rack 
Available as single units, the 
interlocking Choice CD rack is only 
£ I  .25 - a small price to pay for 
keeping your collection in order. 
Order ref: JE36A 

Price: £ 1.25 

4mm Banana Plugs - Gold 
Plated 
Top quality solderless gold plated 
banana plugs for use with speaker 
cables. Simply push the speaker 
cable into the body of the plug and 
tighten for a perfect connection. 
Sold in packs of four. 
Order ref: ZCBG 
Price: £8.95 

CD Jewel Case (Five Pack) 
Replace broken CD jewel cases 
and ensure your discs are properly 
protected. 
Order ref: JE33A 
Price: £5.00 

Nagaoka Anti-Static Record 
Sleeves No I 02 
Packs of 50 plastic record sleeves 
that can be used on their own or 
inserted into an existing card or 
paper sleeve. The sleeves eliminate 
static and keep records dust free. 
Order ref: JE 15A 
Price: £6.99 

Priority Ordering 
Use the Dennis Direct orderline - 0789 490 215 or just enter your 
details on the coupon and fax it to us on 0789 490 878 if you're 
ordering with a credit card or send with the conrect payment to 
DENNIS DIRECT, PO BOX 2505, ALCESTER BSO 4JU 
Prices shown include VAT and fulfilment in the UK. Please add 
postage as detailed at the bottom of this form. Be aware that all items 
on offer are subject to availability and a maximum of 28 days should 
be allowed for delivery. 

OVERSEAS ORDERS 
Please add £3.50 to your order total to cover the additional postage. 
Please note that we can only accept Visa/ MasterCard and 
Eurocheques in (.s sterling and sterling cheques drawn on a London 
bank. 

Important To prevent any delay with processing your order, please 
enter the conrect codes clearly! If necessary, please use a separate 
sheet. 

Order Ref Description Quantity Price 

(_ 

(_ 

(_ 

(_ 

(_ 

(_ 

(_ 

Order total: (_ 

For UK add £2.00 per order for postage Order total: (_ 

For Europe add {_I 0.00 per order 
for postage Order total: (_ 

For Rest of World add £12.00 per order 
for postage Order total: (_ 

0 I enclose a cheque made payable to Dennis Direct for £. 

0 Please charge my 0 Visa 0 MasterCard(Access) for £. 

Credit Card Number. 

Expiry Date ... Signature ..... 

Mr/Mrs/Ms Sumame. . ................ Initials .... .. 

Addness. 

.. ... Postcode .. 

Daytime telephone number ..................... ...................... ................ ..... ....... .. 

0 Please send me a VAT receipt 

0 The above infonmation may be added to our mailing list. Please tick 
the box if you would prefer not to receive details of special offers. 
Dennis Direct is a division of Dennis Publishing Ltd. 

05-94-05 



BEST PRICES GUIBJINTfED 
LICENSED 

CREDIT 

BROKERS 

ASK FOR 

DETAILS 

ALL 

BILL HUTCHINSON 

HI-FI SHOPS 

ARE DEDICATED 

AUDIO VISUAL 

CENTRES 

LICENSED 

CREDIT 

BROKERS 

ASK FOR 

DETAILS 

ALL 

BRANCHES 

ARE MAJOR 

LASER DISC 

STOCKISTS 

Hi-Fi • CD • Audio Visual Centre 

T H E P R  0 F E  S S  0 N A L S 

W hen you purchase from Bill Hutchinson 

you're buying the best names in Hi-Fi 

from the best name for Hi-Fi. 

Our Product Guarantee and Pricing Policy 

ensure you obtain an excellent deal. 

My staff and I look forward to being of 

service to you. 

PRICE PLEDOE 

Should you find any local dealer offering 
a better price for goods currently in stock at 

Bill Hutchinson and the a.lternative quoting retailer, 
we will better that deal. 

HEAR YAMAHA"S EUROPEAN AWARD WINNING CINEMA DSP AMPLIFIER 

MARANTZ CD52 MK11SE -CD PLAYER -AWARD WINNER '93 [lj 

MARANTZ PM44SE -AMPLIFIER -AWARD WINNER '93 [lj 

MISSION 751 -SPEAKERS -AWARD WINNER '93 [lj 

SONY TCK-611S - CASSEffiE DECK -AWARD WINNER '93 [lj 

SONY STS 311 -TUNER -AWARD WINNER '93 [lj 

AIWA NSX-360 -MINI SYSTEM -AWARD WINNER '93 [lJ 

TECHNICS SC-CH950- PRO-LOGIC SYSTEM -AWARD WINNER '93 [lj 

THE LARGEST SELECTION OF QUALITY HI-FI AND AUDIO VISUAL SYSTEMS 

OPEN MONDAY- SATURDAY 
9.30AM- 6.00PM 

THURSDAY LATE OPENING 

OP£N MONDAY- SATURDAY 
9.30AM- 5.30PM 

THURSDAY LATE OPENING 

43 HOPE STREET 43 SOUTH CLERK STREET 

041-248 2857 031-667 2877 
I 

OP£N MONDAY- SATURDAY MON- SAT 9.30AM- 6.00PM 
9.30AM- 6.00PM SUNDAY ll.OOAM- S.OOPM 

THURSDAY LATE OPENING THURSDAY LATE OPENING 

_Ill WllH 2 JfiiB IJUIJBIJNTEE_ 

P"''""'""P 
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Your at-a-glance reference to hi-fi prices, 

technical specifications and options. Over 2,500 

items listed! If it's hot and hi-fi, it's here. 

Product Categories 
Amplifiers 
Cassette decks 
CD players, transports and DACs 
Digital recorders 

Headphones 
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Systems 
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The original and the best. Our unique review 

based guide to over 800 products tested in Hi-Fi 

Choice. We tell you the best hi-fi to buy. 



ed we say more? 

Review 

SPECTRA 
DYNAMICS 
DE FLEX 
speaker damping pads 

£8/£12 

Jimmy Hughes set to work on his Impulse H-1 

speakers with a set of polymer panels designed to 

improve the sound by eliminating standing waves 

F 
our or five years ago I wrote an 
anicle describing the benefits to be 
had by removing the internal 
damping from loudspeakers. An 
undamped speaker typically has 
more life and impact than its 
damped counrerpan. 

Undamped speakers sound more freely able ro 
move air, giving a bigger sound even at lowish 
volume levels. In a word, rhe music breathes. 

Drawbacks' Well, undamped speakers can lack 

tighrness and control, and coloration levels may 
be higher too. 

So I was intrigued when a set of acoustic damp­
ing pads arrived from Spectra Dynamics. Ar first 
I intended to use them in a conventional damped 
speaker, bur then decided to try them in my 
undamped Impulse H-1 horn speakers instead. 

Previously, I'd heard H-1s damped, and much 
preferred the undamped version. However, fir­
ring DeAex panels seemed to give greater right­
ness and control, improved internal clariry, and 

Price: 

Size: 

Thickness: 

Material: 

Colour: 

£7.95 standard panels 
£11.95 subwooftr panel 
280x210mm 
Min (Centre) 5mm 
Max {Edge) 12mm 
Advanced polymer 
Charcoal grey 

Advanced Polymer damping panel 
Concentric surface reliifto reduce 
standing waves 

better pitch definition - all without deadening 
the sound in any way. 

Because rhe Impulse H-1 has an open-backed 
midrange unit, accessible simply by removing 
the cop cover, ir was easy ro fir and remove 
Deflex panels behind ir for NB comparisons. 
However, the benefits were so obvious that it 
was hardly necessary ro compare back and forth. 

I later tried four panels in rhe bass chamber 
and again heard big improvements in control, 
definition, and clarity. I especially liked rhe way 
Deflex treatment gives rhe benefits of damping 
with none of rhe drawbacks. 

Each panel is fairly easy ro fir - though much 
depends on rhe speaker being treated. In mosr 
cases you'd simple remove rhe bass driver, take 
our the speaker's internal wadding/damping, 
and fir rhe Deflex panel as required. Naturally 
suck work invalidates the speakers manufacturer's 
guarantee, so only attempt the modification if 
you feel competent to do so. 

January 1994 AUDIOPHILE 35 

terested? 
Spectra Dynamics 

Sp«tr,Dyoomio.L<d y,1� . 

(07 45) 570194 
, goch Tradmg Estate, Meliden R oad, Dyserth, Clwyd LL I 8 6DD 



Key to amplifiers 
�rice -typical retail, to nearest pound. 
Power-output power in watts, per chan­
nel, RMS. 
Inputs- MM/MC-phone moving coil and 
moving magnet, L -line (CD, aux etc), T­
tape. 
A/V- includes Dol by Surround or Pro 
logic decoder and amplification. 
Type: lnt-integrated, Pre-preamplifier, 

Pwr- power amplifier. 
Headphone -Y- yes, N -no. 
Remote-Y- yes, N -no. 
Size -width x height x depth in cm. 

Products highlighted in red have been 
tested in HI-FI Choice. Please refer to 
The Directory on page 121 for full test 
results. 

Built in tuner 

Built in tuner 

2 speaker circuits 

2 speaker circuits 

2x monoblocks 

2x monoblocks 

Stainless Sleet/gold finish 

Stainless steel/gold finish 

Stainless steel/gold finish 

Stainless steel/gold finish 

4 channels 

2x mono Class A trioce 

2x mono Class A trioce 

Kit amplifier 

Monoblocks 

Monoblocks 

Silver circuit board 

Model 

Audio Research PH-I 

HI-FI CHOICE BUYER'S GUIDE 89 

Key to amplifiers 
Price -typical retail, to nearest pound. 
Power • output power in watts, per chan· 
net, RMS. 
Inputs· MM/MC· phono moving coil and 
moving magnet, L • line (CO, aux etc), T • 

tape. 
A/V- includes Oolby Surround or Pro 
Logic decoder and amplification. 
Type: lnt-integrated, Pre -preamplifier, 

Pwr ·power amplifier. 
Headphone-Y -yes, N -no. 
Remote -Y -yes, N -no. 
Size • width x height x depth in cm. 

Products highlighted in red have been 
tested in Hi-FI Choice. Please refer to 
The Directory on page 121for full test 
results. 

4 amps for biamping 

Remote option 

Remote option, sep PSU 

Remote option, sep PSU 

Single ended, bat bridgable 

Single ended, bat bridgable 

Single ended, bat bridgable 

Single ended, balanced 

Single ended, bat monoblock 

Single ended, bat monoblock 

Line version of PV-tOA 

Tube 

Line version of PV-12 

EL34 output tubes 

Tube 

Baby Prem�er 8 

Line version of Premier 78 

Baby Premier 8 

Tube 

Ext PSU, twin mains leads 

Monoblocks, price per pair 

10 tubes, 2 tine out, ext PSU 

Opt MM/MC phono mocute 



go HI-FI CHOICE BUYER'S GUIDE 
Key to amplifiers 
Price - typical retail, to nearest pound. 
Power- output power in watts, per chan­
nei,..RMS. 
Inputs-MM/MC -phono moving coil and 
moving magnet, l· line (CD, aux etc), T ­
tape. 
A/V- includes Dol by Surround or Pro 
Logic decoder and amplification. 
Type: lnt-integrated, Pre -preamplifier, 

N 75 4L,2T 

Pwr-power amplifier. 
Headphone -Y -yes, N - no. 
Remote - Y - yes, N -no. 
Size - width x height x depth in cm. 

Products highlighted in red have been 
tested in HI-Ff Choice. Please refer to 
The Directory on page 121 for full test 
results. 

3 outputs 

Remote controlled pre 

Class A headphone amp 

As above, with remote 

Mic amp, phantom IXlWer 

Phono amp MM/MC, & PSU 

Class A power amp 

Class A power amp 

Optional phono input 

43,9,32 Opt MM/MC phono module 

Model 

Forte Mode16 

Forte Model? 

Forte Model 40 

Fullers Audio A 1 

Grant CD10 

Grant G I OOAMS 

Grant GIOOP 

Grant G200AMS 

Grant G350A 

Grant G50A 

Grundig VI 

Grundig V2 

Grundig V210 

Grundlg V3 

Key to amplifiers 
Price -typical retail, to nearest pound. 
Power -output power in watts, per chan-

1 RMS. 
Inputs -MM/MC -phono moving coil and 
moving magnet, L - line {CD, aux etc), T­
tape, AV- includes Dol by Surround or Pro 
Logic decoder and amplification. 
Type: lnt-integrated, Pre -preamplifier, 

75 4L,2T 

Pwr -power amplifier 
Head phone -Y- yes, N - no. 
Remote -Y -yes, N -no. 
Size-width x height x depth in cm. 

Products highlighted in red have been 
tested in HI-FI Choice. Please refer to 
The Directory on page 121 for full test 
results. 

43,9,32 

Class A monobloc_k __ 

Single ended Class A 

Mono blocks 

Stereo power amp 

S1ngle ended tube Class A 

Tube 

Tube 

Tube 

UK Special Edition 

System control 



Key to amplifiers 
Price -typical retail, to nearest pound. 
Power-output power in watts, per chan­
nel, RMS. 
Inputs-MM/MC- phono moving coil and 
moving magnet, l -line (CD, aux etc), T­
tape. 
fJJV- includes Dol by Surround or Pro 
logic decoder and amplification. 
Type: lnt-integrated, Pre -preamplifier, 

Pwr-power amplifier. 
Headphone-Y - yes, N -no. 
Remote -Y -yes, N -no. 
Size-width x height x depth in cm. 

Products highlighted in red have been 
tested in Hl·FI Choice. Please refer to 
The Directory on page 121 for full test 
results. 

More powertul lnt Zero 

Hand made, custom parts 

Hand tuned LS 1 

As LS2 with phono stage 

Zero feedback 

Zero feedback 

Discrete circuit 

MOSFETs, custom parts 

Hand tuned MC 1 

Switchable MM/MC 

Hand tuned PA 1 

Mono PA2 

Stereo MOSFET 

Switched attenuator, passive 

Multi·room compatible 

Multi-room compatible 

Stereo, tri-wire connectors 

Stereo 

Tube. optimised for 6 ohms 

2x tube monoblocks 

2x monoblocks 

2x monoblocks 

Six channel THX amp 

Monoblocks 

Classic valve amp 

Multi·room, balanced out 

Two zone, THX compatable 

Balanced in/out 

Monoblocks 

Monoblocks 

Line stage 

MC option, system handset 

As 501, plus video switching 

MC option 

Stereo 

Digital main out. MC option 

As 562, plus video switching 

DSP tone control, MC opt1on 

Separate PSU 

Naim Audio NAC82 

Naim Audio NAC92 

Naim Audio NAP135 

Naim Audio NAP 40 

Naim Audio NAP 80 

Naim Audio NAP250 

Naim Audio NAP90/3 

Nakamichi lA 1 

Nakamichi IA2 

NVA ABO 

NVAAP·35 

NVAAP·35CC 

NVAAP20CD 

NVA P·50 

NVA P·90 

NVA TlS 

NVA TDS 

NVA TSS (Power) 

NVA TUS 

NVA TSS (Pre) 

NVA TCS 

Onix OA24 

Onix OA401 

Onix QA601 

Onix OA801 
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Key to amplifiers 
Price -typical retail, to nearest pound. 
Power - output power in watts, per chan­
nel, RMS. 
Inputs • MM/MC- phono moving coil and 
moving magnet, l· line (CD, aux etc), T­
tape. 
AN- includes Dolby Surround or Pro 
logic decoder and amplification. 
Type: lnt-integrated, Pre -preamplifier, 

450 lnt N 75 4L,2T 

Pwr • power amplifier 
Headphone-V- yes, N · no. 
Remote-Y -yes, N -no. 
Size -width x height x depth in cm. 

Products highlighted in red have been 
tested in Hi-Fi Choice. Please refer to 
The Directory on page 121 for full test 
results. 

2 pairs outputs 

Phono stage 

Phono stage 

Active 

Passive 

PSX·R outboard PSU option 

Optional phono board 

Ugradable with PSU, MC liP 

Latest style. Suits 90/3 

Latest style. Suits 92 

Mono 

Mono 

Mono 

1 x Monoblock 

2x monoblocks 

Tube monoblock 

Tube monoblock 

Si-mono valve 

Bi-mono valve 

Tube stereo 

43,9,32 Opt MM/MC phono module 



No"" )!OU can cut 
the cost of )!OUr 
CD buying by as 

IIIUCh as 50% 
from Bill Wilson's 

Buy your CD1s the easy way and 
save EEE1s at the same time. 

Save as much as 50% off a wide and constantly 
updated range of new release and highly 
recommended CD's. 

PLUS COLLECTORS CHOICE 
In addition, we can obtain virtually any CD available 
in the UK at greatly discounted prices. 
it's just part of the WSL CD service which includes ... 
• A unique library 'try before you buy' service. 
• The CD lndex-the only book that tells you all you 

want to know about CDs. 

If you want the kind of service no 
other CD club can offer you, contact 
me now for full details of the Wilson 
Stereo library CD service - I'll 
reply personally and make you a 
very special offer of membership. 

OK Bill Wilson! Tell me about the WSL CD Service and the 
benefits I can get from it. Without obligation. 
(I enclose two first class stamps for speedy reply). 

Name: ________________________ _ 
Addm" 

~~ 
Postcode: ______________________ _ Established 1961 

To: Bill Wilson Wilson Stereo Library PO Box 32 
-;. St. Leonards-on-Sea East Suss·;·:x TN 38 OUZ 
� Telephone: (0424) 718254 Fax: (0424) 718262 

Walkin' the dog ... 
"Don't agonise over 

this upgrade - it 
simply builds upon 

the existing 
strengths of the 

A400 to realise the 
.r;;.�---- amp's fullest 

potential to date" 
WHF? APRIL 1993 

PIONEER A400 

Just when you thought it was safe to go back into 
the dem room ... 

The PIONEER A400/X GTE 
From the same designer that brought you the lso, Argo and Alecto, 
a cost effective conversion that will transform the performance of 
your A400. You will gain faster transient response, greater resolu­
tion, improved imaging, increased tonal accuracy, and far greater 
bass authority. The sound becomes far smoother at high frequencies 
without resorting to band width limiting. 

Sec re\'iew in this, and other national magazines, against the standa.·d model. 

THE COST OF £141.00 I CLUDES RETURN CARRIAGE 
AND INSURANCE 

T. EVANS AUDIO DESIGN 
Tel: 0443 816856 

9.00am to S.OOpm Mon-Fri 

· Mail Order Madness 
Phone For A Free Catalogue 

The 
1;'}::::, SPEAMER � q Company..,f0<.� 

Co1111 seas � 
'it: 

$.l�)l:l� 
EMINENCE 

�LESTIDn 
0 PRECISION DEVICES 

Boxcalc cabinet design software now available 
design your own Band pass, Reflex and IB systems 

Only£69.00 inc p&p 0· . . 
Unit 9 Waterside Mill 

Waterside Macclesfield 
Cheshire SK11 7HG =a: 
Tel No 0625-500507 VISA 
Fax No 0625-500508 



Model 

Sentec SC9 

Shearne Phase 1 

Shearne Phase 1 

Shearne Phase 11 

Sherwood AI 30 t 0 

Sherwood Al5010 

Sherwood AI 701 0 

Sherwood AM/AVP8500 

7B 

Sirius Control Unit 

Sonic Link OM20 

Sonic Link OM20 Gold 

Sonic Link DM30 

Sony TAF211B 

Sony TAF2428 

Sony TAF442E 

Son AF542 

Sony TAF5708 

Sugden A25B 

Sugden A48B 

Sugden A21a 

Sugden AV91 C 

Sugden AV51c 

Sugden AV91P 

Sugden AV51P 

Sugden AV51 Phono 

Sugden A21 a P 

Key to amplifiers 
Price -typical retail, to nearest pound. 
Power· output power in watts, per chan­
nel, RMS. 
Inputs-MM/MC-phono moving coil and 
moving magnet, L - line (CD, aux etc), T­
tape. 
AJV- includes Dol by Surround or Pro 
Logic decoder and amplification. 
Type: lnt-integrated, Pre-preamplifier, 

Pwr · power amplifier. 
Headphone · Y · yes, N · no. 
Remote -Y -yes, N - no. 
Size -width x height x depth in cm. 

Products highlighted in red have been 
tested in Hi-Fi Choice. Please refer to 
The Directory on page 121 for full test 
results. 

Satin gold A-502R 

Class NB switchable 

Oolby Pro Logic 

Oolby Pro Logic 

Outboard PSU 

Outboard PSU 

Monoblocks 

Outboard PSU 

Pair monoblocks 

Built in BS OAC 

Monoblocks 

Phono step-up - MC 

Phono step-up - MM 
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Key to cassette decks 
Price -typical retail, to nearest pound. 
Type -T-twin transports, allowing tape 
to tape dubbing, seQuential play etc; S ­
Single transport, AA - auto-reverse. 
Ddlby-B (10dB noise reduction), C 
(20dB), S (24dB). B is standard for 
prerecorded material. 

B,C N/A 

Heads -2 -combination record/play 
heads; 3 -independent record/play 
heads, allowing real time off tape 
monitoring. 
Size -width x height x depth in cm. 

Products highlighted in red have been 
tested in HI-FI Choice. Please refer to 
The Directory on page 121 for full test 
results. 

Mic input 

Meters, A-Core, MOS AA 

2x Monoblocks 

Class A 

Class A 

2x monoblocks 

Two box pre, separate PSU 

1 channel monoblock 

system remote, display off 

CD copy, remote, h1gh speed dub 

Elapsed time, remote, display oH AMS 

Elapsed time, CD copy, AMS 

Remote control 



To make way for new stock some overstocked and 
ex-display lines must be cleared regardless of price. 

But you're going to have to move fast, w hen these are 
gone they're gone forever! 

PHONE OUR MAIL ORDER HOTLINE NOW ON 0204 31423 

£269·99 SAVE £60 

£ 199·99 £ 149·99 SAVE £50 
£119·99 SAVE £30 

CLEARTONE EXCLUSIVE OFFER! £399·99 SAVE £200 

Sony TC FX 211 
Cass-Deck 

FANTASTIC CLEARTONE DEAL! £59·99 SAVE £40 

Denon AVC 3020 AV. Amp £649·99 SAVE £80 
AJI offers available up to 12th May 1994, subject to availability. 



Kenwood UD 301 Mini System 

Kenwood M27 Midi System 

Aiwa LCX 01 Micro System 

Sony MHC 3800 Mini System 

Kenwood M56G Midi System 

Sony STS 311 Tuner RDS 

Best Tuner What Hi Fi? 5 Stars Value 

Denon TU 580 Tuner RDS 

Limited Stock (ex-display) 

Sony CDP 411 CD Player 

Yamaha CDX 860 CD Player 
(ex-display) 2 only 

Technics SLZ/SHX1000 
CD Player 

Sony D 121 Portable CD Player 
(inc mains adaptor) 

E�Q�� 
£4 29·99 
£529·99 
£349-99 
£749-99 
£799·99 

i!;!Q�" 
£ 199·99 

£219·99 

E�Q�� 
£ 199·99 

£299·99 

£4999·95 

£ 119·99 

��·::• mmr 
£379·99 SAVE£50 
£459·99 SAVE£70 
£249·99 SAVE£100 
£649·99 SAVE£100 
£599·99 SAVE£200 

���·:! .• mmr 
£ 169·99 SAVE£30 

£ 179·99 SAVE£40 

���·:�!· mmr 
£ 159·99 SAVE£40 

£ 199·99 SAVE£100 

£ 1999·95 SAVE £3000 

£99·99 SAVE£20 

Advertised stock may vary between branches, but we'll be happy to transfer any requested items 

between branches, subject to availability. 

F 0 R H I - F I 
BIRMINGHAM 122/123 New Street. Tel 021 633 4944 BIRMINGHAM Horntons Electronics, 8-9 lower Temple Street. Tel 021 643 0972 

BOLTON 235 Blackburn Road. Tel 0204 31423 BRADFORD Rawson Square. Tel 0274 309266 COVENTRY 78 lower Precinct. Tel 0203 632086 

GLOUCESTER (formerly Robbs) 13/15 Worcester Street. Tel 0452 419777 HAU 162/164 Ashley Road. Tel 061 928 1610 

KEIGHLEY 38 Cavendish Street. Tel 0535 602933 MANCHESTER 54 Bridge Street. Tel 061 835 1156 ROCHDALE 52 Drake Street. Tel 0706 524652 

WAlSALL Park Street. Tel 0922 644169 WIGAN 6 Crompton Street. Tel 0942 323897 WOLVERHAMPTON 39 Victoria Street. Tel 0902 772901 

WORCESTER 27/27 A The Cross. Tel 0905 726375 WORCESTER David Warings, Marmion House, High Street. Tel 0905 27551 
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Model 

Teac W-700R 

Technics RS-BX404 

Technics RS-BX747 

Technics RS-TR232 

Technics RS-TR333 

Technics RS-TR515 

Technics RS-TR777E 

Key to cassette decks 
Price -typical retail, to nearest pound. 
Type-T- twin transports, allowing tape 
to tape dubbing, sequential play etc; S­
Single transport, AR-auto-reverse. 
Oolby-B (10dB noise reduction), C 
(20dB), S (24dB). B is standard for 
prerecorded material. 

1-i I. 

�1111 

Heads -2 - combination record/play 
heads; 3 -independent record/play 
heads, allowing real time off tape 
monitoring. 
Size -width x height x depth in cm. 

Products highlighted in red have been 
tested in Hi-Fi Choice. Please refer to 
The Directory on page 121 for full test 
results. 

Aulo bias 

0-bus, mic mixing 

0-bus 

0-bus 

Play Trim 

Play Trim 

Optical auto-reverse 

Mic input 

Fine bias control 

Auto calibration 

Play transport unidirectional 

Optical quick reverse 

Edit tape calibration, CD synchro 

Auto tape calibration, non-res base 

o,., ..... ,... ..... """''�"· 

190 

120 

240 

299 

795 

1350 

1350 

1750 

3695 

4689 

450 

600 

800 

3254 

380 

850 

650 

299 

1500 

Key to compact disc players, transports 
and DACs 
Price -typical retail, to nearest pound. 
OAC Type-MB-multi bit, 1 bit-single 
bit, BS - Bitstream, OS- Delta Sigma, M -
MASH, Hybrid -combines multi bit and 
single bit. 
Outputs Digital: Opt-optical {usually 
Toslink), El-electrical (usually coaxial 
S/POIF). 

BS 44,9,30 

BS 44,9,30 

BS 36,8,28 

BS 44,9,30 

BS E.O N/A 

MB N/A 

MB N/A 

E.O N 33,9,34 

E.O 33,9,34 

1bl1 3E.O N N/A 

BS y 42,16,42 

MB N/A 

MB N/A 

BS 43,28,88 

BS 43,28,88 

BS 43,28,88 

y 34,48,31 

'!._ 

2[0 

BS 

MB 

MB 

MB 

MB 

MB 

MB 43,10,38 

MB 43,10,27 

BS N/A 

MB E.O N/A 

MB E,O NIA 

MB E NIA 

N/A N/A 43,8,33 

E 44,11,30 

s_ 
E 

Remote Control -Y- yes, N -No. 
Size-width x height x depth in cm. 

Products highlighted in red have been 
tested in Hi-Fi Choice. Please refer to 
The Directory on page 121 for full test 
results. 

30 mem, auto-space, display off 

30 mem, edit, fade , display off 

30 mem, random repeat 

30 mem, FTS, display off. fader 

Six disc 

Upgradable 

Upgradable 

Upgradable 

AES/T oslink digital output 

I I 

Two box, no digital output, top loading 

Multi-CD, 20x8 oversampling 

Multi CD, 18x8 oversampling 

Multi-CD, 16 x 4 oversampling 

·= 
C'.-.1.-. .... t.-..-1 .... ..,,, .. ;,,,...,...,......, .... .., ................. 



Model 

Philips CDC935 

Pioneer PD-1 02 

Pioneer PD-202 

Pioneer PD-77 

Pioneer PD-95 

Pioneer PD-DM802 

"0 
:l. 
g 

230 

150 

170 

1100 

2500 

Key to compact disc players, transports 
and DACs 
Price -typical retail, to nearest pound. 
OAC Type -MB • muttibit, 1 bit-single 
bit, BS • Bitstream, OS-Delta Sigma, M • 
MASH, Hybrid -combines multi bit and 
single bit. 
Outputs Digital: Opt-optical (usually 
Toslink), El -electrical (usually coaxial 
S/PDIF). 

= 

\1 
� Size 

BS y 

1-b lt N 

1-b lt y 

1-b lt E.O 

1-b lt E.O 

1-b lt 

895 -

Remote Control - Y -yes, N -No. 
Size-width x height x depth in cm. 

Products highlighted in red have been 
tested in HI-FI Choice. Please refer to 
The Directory on page 121 for full test 
results. 

'Deltran' clock locking (with DPA DAC) 
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1675 

Key to compact d1sc players, transports 
and DACs 
Price -typical retail, to nearest pound. 
OAC Type· MB-multi bit, 1 bit· single 
bit, BS-Bitstream, OS· Delta Sigma, M -
MASH, Hybrid-combines multibit and 
single bit. 
Outputs Digital: Opt-optical (usually 
Toslink), El -electrical (usually coaxial 
S/PDIF). 
Remote Control -Y -yes, N -No. 

I 

E,O 

Size 

32,33,10 

34,9,31 

34,9,31 

22,28,88 

N/A 

N/A 

S1ze-w1dth x he1ght x depth m cm. 

Products highlighted in red have been 
tested in HI-FI Choice. Please refer to 
The Directory on page 121 for full test 
results. 

Top loading 

Top loading 

Tray loading 

AT&T, AESIEBU optional 

Digital volume, separate PSU 

Interchangeable DACs, optional AT&T 
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Model 

i HP-A160 

Aiwa HP-A260 

Aiwa HP-A360 

Aiwa HP-AV370 

Aiwa HP-J3 

Aiwa HP-J6 

Aiwa HP-J7 

Aiwa HP-J8 

Aiwa HP-J833 

Aiwa HP-V141 

Aiwa HP-V21 

Aiwa HP-V23 

Aiwa HP-V27 

Aiwa HP-V28 

Aiwa HP-V68 

... 
�· 

Key to digital recorders 
Price · typical retail, to nearest pound. 
Type -MD- Mini Disc- DCC- Digital 
Compact Cassette, OAT-Digital Audio 
Cassettes. 
Digitalin & Out-E- Electrical (usually 
coaxial S/PDIF), 0 -optical, (usually 
Toslink). 

OAT 

700 MO 

700 DCC 

Opn 

Opn 

13 Opn 

20 Opn 
17 Opn 
21 Opn 

26 Opn 
31 Opn 

8 Opn 

Opn 

10 Opn 

12 Opn 

13 Opn 

Opn 

80 Opn 

85 Opn 

179 Sld 

135 Sld 

40 Opn 

E,O 

E.O 

E,O 

E 

E 
E,O 

E.O 

0 

E,O 

E,O 

y 

y 

E.O 

1bil in/out 

1bl! in/out 

BS 

NIA NIA 

NIA NIA 

NIA NIA 

NIA NIA 

NIA NIA 

NIA N/A 

N/A NIA 

NIA NIA 

N/A NIA 

NIA NIA 

NIA NIA 

NIA NIA 

NIA NIA 

NIA NIA 

NIA 

120 

150 
600 

200 

600_ 

75 

75 

50 

120 

75 

30 
30 

R 
600 

200 600 

200 600 

200 40 

280 250 

350 600 

120 40 

ljiiil•iii•••(-

4

�
9

W 
Opn 

1 1 � 
69 Opn 

120 250 

120 250 

250 250 

140 Sld 
129 Sld 

159 Opn 

199 Opn 
109 Opn 
119 Opn 

169 

165 

250 600 

250 250 

245 250 

275 2502 
200 600 

200 600 

250 

120 

120 

400 

600 

600 

200 

400 200 

§_O_Q_ 
340 32 

110 40 

220 N/A 

120 32 

220 32 

90 N!A 

NIA NIA 

NIA 

NIA 

210 32 

220 32 

I 

OAC Type- MB -multi bit, 1 bit-single 
bit, SS-Bitstream, OS- Delta Sigma. 
Size-width x height x depth in cm. 

Products highlighted in red have been 
tested in Hi-Fi Choice. Please refer to 
The Directory on page 121 for full test 
results. 

43,11,35 

23,8,29 
43,12,35 

World's smallest MD player 

UK sound, SCMS 

Title display, full remote 

Banded, 3.516.3mm 

Banded, bass resonator ducts 

Banded, bass resonator ducts 

Banded, 5m lead 
Banded in-ear 

Vertical in ear, volume control 

Vertical in-ear, bass duct 

As HP-J7, with volume control 

Venical ear fit, ultra light 

In ear 'power' bass 

In ear, stereo/mono switch 

In ear, resonator ducts 

Resonator ducts 

As HP-V27, stereo/mono 

In ear, volume control, carry case 

Volume control 

Sapphire 1am1nated diaphragm 

Mini 

Cordless infra-red 

�C:: in/nut /Ill 1? �() 

Kenwood KH-535 

Kenwood KH-757 

Kenwood KH-959 

Koss Pro 4AA 

Koss CK300 

Koss ESP950 

Koss JCK200 

Maxell HP100 

Maxell HP1 000 

Maxell HP200 

Maxell HP2000 

Maxell HP300 

Maxell HP3000 

Maxell HP350 

Maxell HP400 

Maxell HP4000 

Maxell HP500 

Nakamichi SP7 

Pioneer SE-15 

Pioneer SE-15V 

Pioneer SE-32 

Pioneer SE-3300 

Pioneer SE-4000 

Pioneer SE-5 

Pioneer SE-5000 

Pioneer SE-52 

Pioneer SE-7000 

Ross ROH-1 OOCD 

Ross ROH-200CD 

Ross RDH-300CD 

Ross ROH-400CD 

Ross RE-2030 

Ross RE· 2060CO 

Ross RE-223 

Ross RE-229 

Ross RE-233 

Ross RE-234 

Ross RE-235 

Ross RE-246 

Ross RE-280 

Ross RIH-150 

Ross RIH-360CO 

Ross RIH-460CD 

Ross RIH-550 

Ross RMH-300 

Ross RMH-310TV 

Ross RMH-SOOCD 

S'heiser Charteston 

S'heiser HE60/HEV70 

S'heiser Set 1801\JK 

Sennheiser 0 580 

Sennheiser H025 
Sennheiser H0250 Lll 

Sennheiser H0320 

Sennheiser HD330 
Sennheiser HD340 

Sennheiser HD60TV 

Sennheiser Headmax 

Sennheiser IS450 

Sennheiser IS550 

Sennheiser Manhattan 

Sennhelser Orpheus 

Sennheiser Set 901\JK 

Sennheiser Vegas 

Sony MDR-007 Mk 11 

Sony MDR-008TV 

Sony MOR-009 

Sony MDR-14 Mkll 

MDR-24 

Key to headphones 
Price -typical retail, to nearest pound. 
Type- Opn - open back, vented or veloci­
ty type; gives less environmental isola­
tion, but is usually more natural feeling in 
extended use. Sld -sealed -the head­
phones form an air seal around the ears, 
helping reduce sound leakage. IR- Infra 
red cordless. Ear-in-ear model. 

15 Ear 

20 Ear 

25 Ear 

120 Sld 
325 Sld 

1995 Qpn 

175 Sld 

39 Opn 

62 Sld 

60 Opn 

52 Opn 

115 Cld 

125 Cld 

43 Sld 

55 Sld 

4 Ear 

15 Opn 

Opn 

20 Opn 
8 Opn 

30 Sed 

Eiar 

Ear 

20 Ear 

13 Opn 

70 Opn 

20 Opn 

30 Opn 

23 N/A 

35 Sld 

37 Sld 

16 Qpn 

48 Sld 
25 NIA 

60 Sld 
15 N/A 

13 Sld 

17 NIA 

22 NIA 

NIA 

NIA 

NIA 

Sld 
Opn 

NIA 

NIA 

NIA 

Opn 

Opn 

Opn 

12 Opn 

10 NIA 

NIA 

10 NIA 

9 NIA 

224 Opn 

998 Opn 

150 Ear 

190 Opn 
140 Sld 
130 Sld 

40 Opn 

55 
65 

35 Opn 

25 Opn 
150 Opn 
180 Opn 

25 Opn 
9652 Opn 

130 Ear 
25 Opn 

Opn 

17 Opn 

10 Opn 
12 Opn 

425 

240 
350 
240 

lOO 

160 

65 

65 

250 

340 

150 

330 

95 

30 

140 
40 
120 
5 

45 

150 

NIA 

NIA 

NIA 

NIA 

NIA 

NIA 

NIA 

NIA 

NIA 

NIA 

NIA 

NIA 

NIA 

NIA 

NIA 

NIA 

NIA 

N!A 

NIA 

NIA 

210 

260 

43 

260 

140 

215 

120 

t20 
120 
125 

210 

210 
t95 

210 
t 18 

62 
160 
170 
t 18 
365 
40 
118 
36 

40 
50 

I >i,j. 

32 

32 

32 

230 

100 

lOO 

60 

60 

60 

43 

180 

100 

90 

160 

32 

32 

32 
32 
32 

32 
32 
32 

16 

22 

45 

30 
30 

40 

35 
35 

30 
35 

32 

35 

NIA 

NIA 

NIA 

NIA 

NIA 

NIA 

NIA 

NIA 

NIA 

NIA 

NIA 

NIA 

NIA 

NIA 

NIA 

NIA 

NIA 

NIA 

NIA 

NIA 

t40 

300 
70 

300 

60 
tOO 
100 
60 

300 

300 

300 

300 

32 

32 

32 

32 

Weight -without cable. 
Impedance -in ohms. 

Products highlighted in red have been 
tested in HI-FI Choice. Please refer to 
The Directory on page 121 for full test 
results. 

3.5mm plug 

3.5mm plug 

3.5mm plug 

Cordless inf@_f"ed 

Electrostatic 

Cordless infra-red 

Reptacable pads, I m lead 

2.7m lead, digital ready 

Reptacable pads, I m lead 

Volume control digital ready 
6.313.5mm fit 

Volume control digital ready 

Winder case, fold plug, 

With pouch, 61313.5mm fit 

Volume control, winder case 

2.7m lead, 6.3/3.5mm fit 

2m cable 

Sm cable 

Litl cable 

3m cable, bass boost duct 

3m cable 

2m cable 
3m cable 

Litl cable 

3m cable 

CD headphone 
Closed back 

CD headphone 

Digital headphone 

Personal stereo 

Inner ear headphone 

Stereo/mono 

Folding 

Micro 

Personal stereo 

Personal stereo 

Micro stereo phones 
Vertical inner ear 

Inner ear headphone 

Vertical inner ear 

Vertical inner ear, volume potentiometer 

Inner ear, with volume controls 

Lighiweight 

For video and TV 

Lighiweight 

3m lead, dual plug, leather trim 

Electrostatic with energiser 

Infra-red cordless 
3m lead, 3.516.3mm 

1.5m lead, 3.5/6.3mm 
3m lead, 3.516.3mm 

3m lead, 3.5/6.3mm 
3m lead, 3.5/6.3mm 
3m lead, 3.5/6.3mm 

I 

6.8m lead One vol control) 

Mini, 1.2m lead 3.5/6.3mm 

Infra-red cordless - hi-fi 

Infra-red cordless 
3m lead, 3.516.3mm 

Electrostatic, valve energiser 

Infra-red cordless 
3m lead, 3.5/6.3mm 

2m, 3.5/6.3mm plug 
5m, 3.5/6.3mm plug 

2m, 3.5/6.3mm pliJ_g __ _ 

2m, 3.5/6.3mm plug 
7m, 3.516.3mm I 

j I 
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Spring Specials at 

Sevenoaks Superfi. 

·VdQ!1313;€ 
Arcam Alpha 5 

Great delivery and vivacity 

Claim 3 year 
warranty Free 

£229.95 

·1MQ!Iiii3;G 
Musical Fidelity A1.3 

Sweet string tone and 
warm bass 

Claim £20 CD voucher Free 

£329.95 

Mlf·�$i§i•IJ •l#ij:J.W 
Sony TCK511S 

Dolby S-3 head, an 
absolute steal 

was £279.95 

£219.95 

Aiwa XC300 
Great presence for the price 

was £149.95 

£119.95 

Denon DCD595 
Punchy, dynamic and larger 

than life sound quality 

Claim 3 year warranty Free 

£179.95 

3•1:J!·fi§;f# 
Teac VRDS10 

This player sounds big 
and beefy 

Claim £30 CD voucher Free 

£769.95 

lll:!:h€ 
Sony STS311 

User friendly design, clear and 
involving sound 

was £199.95 

£179.95 

tlY:t·13:j;S 
JPW Minim 

Nicely finished with pleasantly 
detailed presentation 

was £79.95 

£59.95 

·1MQ!I:II3;b ·1ftliJ!Iijl:j;\{ ·1MQ!i#13;€ 
Audiolab SOOOA Aura VA100 Kenwood KA3020 

Transparency and power, Big sound, Controlled delivery with plenty 
notably neutral open shimmering tone of dynamic tension 

Claim 3 year warranty Free Claim 3 year warranty Free was £169.95 

£449.95 £299.95 £149.95 

·!61@11313;€ M+J·�$i§ieij•l#3:J.W Mlf·�$i:Jiij•l#!I$W 
Technics SUA600K Aiwa ADF410 Aiwa ADF810 

Excellent mid range and bass, Great sound from this award Stable and sure footed with 
good value recommendation plenty of punch 

was £199.95 was £119.95 was £229.95 

£179.95 £99.95 £199.95 

M!t·"-$i3i•IJ•l#!j$W •tt·!4·i:i••J·i#'l:�· 3•1ij!·ta3;€ 
Sony TCK611S Yamaha KX360 Arcam Alpha 5 

Excellent sound, facilities and High performance deck with Exciting presentation, fluid bass 
value for money vibrant sound and fine treble 

was £329.95 was £199.95 Claim 3 year warranty Free 

£259.95 £139.95 £449.95 

PRICE PROMISE 
We always try to ensure our pnces are competitive. In the unlikely event of a 

product being available from an authorised dealer at a lower price -

WE WILL BEAT THAT PRICE BY UP TO £20. 

Values: £110 to £500 = £10. £501 to £1000 = £15. £1001+ = £20. 

Marantz CD5211 
Probably the best budget 

player on the market 

was £229.95 

£199.95 

ij·lij!.fi#;€ 
Technics SLPG440AK 

High grade, MASH, 4 DAC 

was £169.95 

£159.95 

IIJ;J:it·i:llffi 
NAD 5120 inc cart 

Seriously good sound at a 
super low price 

was £119.95 

£89.95 

tlQ#·133;S 
Mission 751 

Big, fast bass plus open 
midband and treble 

free stands & cable 

£299.95 

Marantz CD5211SE 
The sound simply bubbles with 

energy and vitality 

Claim £30 CD voucher Free 

£299.95 

!UIQ!·ta§l;b 
Yamaha CDX870 

An audiophile component user 

was £329.95 

£199.95 

iil;l�it·HI!ffi 
Project 0.5 inc cart 

Hallmarks of audiophile design 
at a budget price 

outstanding value at 

£144.95 

Mission 760i SE 
Enjoyable 30 music with 

hefty bass 

free stands & cable 

£149.95 

Marantz CD63 
5 star stormer from Marantz 

Claim £10 

CD voucher Free 

£249.95 

111�13;€ 
Audiolab SOOOT 

Fantastic performance, once 
heard never forgotten 

Claim 3 year warranty Free 

£699.95 

iii;Uit·i:ll¥ 
Project 6 inc cart 

A tweakers delight and best 
turntable title holder 

old price held 

£399.95 

tlY¥t·133;S 
T DL NFM 

Small but powerful, 
superb speakers 

old price held 

£99.95 

·1M@Ii@I3;G 
Marantz PM44SE 

Power and subtlety, an 
absolute bargain 

Claim £20 CD voucher Free 

£199.95 

M!t.$-$i§i•ij•l#tJJ$W 
Nakamichi DR3 

Sound quality with ambience 
and presence 

was £399.95 

£339.95 

3•1ij!.$Ti3;b 
Arcam Delta 70.3 

Precise, stable stereo imaging 

was £699.95 

£449.95 

fi•I:J!·S'i§;f 
Aiwa XC750 

Placing sonic purity before 
sonic thrills 

was £199.95 

£149.95 

NAD 502 
Sensibly equipped 

accommodating player 

Claim £30 CD voucher Free 

£229.95 

iiU13;€ 
Denon TU260L 

Warm sound 
for cold evenings 

Claim 3 year warranty Free 

£119.95 

iiJ;I:it·,:l!ffi 
Technics SL 121 Oil 

T he professional DJs 
turntable 

was £399.95 

£349.95 

����l:ltJ�I�[;;t•Ji$ii3�!�1 
At least 10% and up to 25% 

off all mini/micro systems 
in stock. (7 Oaks only.) 

excluding Denon 

Min10%o 

Sevenoaks Superfi - There's no better place to buy Hi Fi. 
THIS ADVERTISEMENT IS VALID TO AT LEAST 30TH APRIL 1994. 

ADDED VALUE OFFERS ARE NOT AVAILABLE ON PRICE BEAT SALES. PRICE BEAT CONDITIONS ON LISTINGS PAGE. 
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ALBARRY 
AP4 £229.95 

s 508 [ 349.95 
ARCAM 

ALPHA 3 £ i 49.95 
DELTA 60£119.95 

DE NON 
PMA250!2 £ 7 29.95 
EXPOSURE 

EXP7 f 299. 95 
KENWOOD 

KA3020 £ 139. 95 
LINX 

NEBULA£ 209.95 
VEGA PWR £769.95 

PULSAR PNR £349.95 
MARANTZ 

PM32 £89.95 
MUSICAL FIDELITY 

TEMPEST£ 7 49.95 
THE PRE £759.95 

PRE 8£249.95 --��� .. ) MA65 (PAIR)£ 659.95 
TYPHOON£ 249.95 

NAD 
306£249.95 

QUAD 
341306 £599.95 

ROTEL 
RA 9408X £ 7 19. 95 
RA980BX £219.95 
RC9808X £229.95 

TECHNICS 
SUA lOOK£ 7 99.95 

SUVZ220 £ 99.95 
SWZ320 £ 729.95 

nf111ERS 
LINX 
THETA £239.95 

MUSICAL FIDELITY 
T1 MK/1 £ 799.95 

TECHNICS 
STGT550i.K £ 7 49.95 

GOODMANS SYSTEMDEK AURA MICRO 7250£759.95 IIX900 ExArm£ 719.95 SP50£ 299.95 JVC THORENS 8&0 UXT7 £229.95 TD766!RB250 £ 799.95 RL7000 £769.95 UXA4 £269.95 
B&W SONY 

DM600 £ 144.95 MHC570 £289.95 DEN ON DM670 £ 789.95 MHC170 £339.95 DRA345 £ 799.95 DM620 £299.95 TECHNICS DRA545RD £249.95 CELEST/ON !fc�4frffj���� ti&!Sr.tldJ/£41 3 MK ;, �g��� YAMAHA AIWA 5 MK 11£ 729.95 CC5 £399.95 ADF470 £89.95 GOODMANS 
C()P/1/f/ERS NAKAMICHI M/00£49.95 DR7 £619.95 HT7 70£69.95 AIWA DR2 £419.95 HARMAN KARDON XCJOO £94.95 DR3 £379.95 LS0200 £99.95 XC150 £739.95 PH/LIPS JAMO AURA DCC600 £ 799.95 SW750 £ 739.95 CD50 £299.95 DCC900 £ 799.95 JBL ARCAM RO TEL L7 £ 319.95 DELTA 703£399.95 RD955AX £ 729.95 JPW KENWOOD RD965BX £ 749 95 SONATA (1.? £19.95 DP1050 £249.95 SONY KEF MARANTZ TCK3775£ 709.95 K/20£99.95 CD5211£ 719.95 TCK5775£ 789.95 K740£ 749.95 CD72SE £479.95 TCK6775£239.95 10712£299.95 MUSICAL FIDELITY TCWR635 £239.95 MONITOR AUDIO CDT£379.95 TEAC MON 9£279.95 COT CHROME£ 349.95 V600 £99.95 SW200 £224.95 TU8ALOG £349.95 V/070 £ 789.95 NAD PIONEER TECHNICS 800£ 709.95 PDS807 £ 799.95 RSBX404K £ 739.95 REL ROKSAN RSTR232K £ 739.95 STADIUM £549.95 OPT£ 899.95 YAMAHA ROGERS DA1 £319.95 KX260 £ 709.95 L54A12 £224.95 ROTEL KX360£ 729 95 TANNOY RCD955AX£749.95 - 609 Mkll£229.95 SONY 

613 Mk/1 £419.95 CDP411£739.95 CELESTION 615 Mk/1 £ 529.95AJWA CDP77 7 £119.95 HT3 £249 95 
TEAC DENON 

NOmN(Ifll!fdr CO!lNTN 
fiRIITlS 0111¥ CDP45DO £229.95 AVC3530 £799.95 TECHNICS KENWOOD XGOO Cd Ply £99.95 SLPG340AK £ 729.95 KAV8500 £549.95 NSX 606 M!Sys £349.95 SLPS740AK £ 799.95 MARANTZ CDSRlCOPort!Cd £249.95 YAMAHA PM700AV £359.95 CELESTON CDX870 £789.95 PIONEER DL4 11 Speakers£ 99 95 

Al�&1 £229.95 Wi@.4i4W v:�?JJ�} 399 95 
Gft.��g:�i89 95 

NSX340 £229.95 DUAL DSPASOO £369.95 JAMO 
NSX500 £299.95 CS503/2 £739.95 P15 Speakers £49 95 
NSX570 £329.95 CS505!4 £ 159.95 

PIONEER 
NSXD107 £379 95 

PINK TRIANGLE ARCAM A300X Amp £719.95 LPT Bk£429.95 DELTA 2V£799.95 A400 Amp£229 95 
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AMPLIFIERS 
TECHNICS 
SUVZ 220 NEW, 30 watts per eh 
SUVZ 320 NEW, 40 watts per eh. 

SU A800K NEW, 40 watts per eh. MOS, Class AA 

SU A700K NEW, 45 watts per eh. MOS. Class AA 
Remote 

SU A800K NEW, 55 watts per eh. MOS, Class AA Remote 

SU A900K NEW, 80 watts per eh MOS, Class AA Remote 

KENWOOD 
KA 7 030 65 walls per eh 
KA 3020 45 watts per eh. British sound 

KA 3050R NEW, 45 watts per eh. Remote 
KA 4050R NEW 70 waHs per eh. Remote 
KA 5020 80 watts per eh. 
KA 5050R 90 watts per eh Remote. NEW 

KA 7050R 7 00 watts per eh Remote. NEW 
KAV 8500 HOME CINEMA "What Hi-Fi>" Award Winner 

SONY 
TAF 2778 30 watts per ch NEW 

TAF 2428 60 watts per eh NEW 

TAF 442E 80 watts per eh. UK sound NEW 
TAF 542E 90 watls per eh. UK sound. NEW 
TAAV 570B Do/by Pro-logic Home Cinema Amp. NEW 

CD PLAYERS 
TECHNICS 
SLXP 750, SLXP 330, SLXP 440, SLXP 550, 
SLXPS 570, Portables 

SLPG 340A Budget MASH Player 
SLPG 440K NEW, Remote MASH Player 

SLPG 740K NEW, MASH d1gital servo 

SLPG 840K NEW, advanced MASH 

KENWOOD 
DP 2050 NEW model with CCRS 
DP 3050 NEW, 7 bi1 model 

DP 5050 NEW, 7 bit model 

DP 7050 NEW, 7 BIT Model 

DPM 6650 NEW, mufli play model 

SONY 
CDPM 20 7 Midi size. NEW 

CDPM 30 l Midi size, remote control. NEW 
COPC 325M Midi size, 5 disc mufti-player 
00220 + 0327 
COP 411 Full size, remote control. NEW 

COP 777 E Full size, UK Sound. NEW 
COP 977 E Full size, UK Sound. NEW 
CDPX 303 ES Full size. UK Sound. NEW ES 
CDPC 335 Full size, 5 disc multi-player. NEW 

033 AN, D 727, D 722 CK, 0225 CR, 0327 portables 

CASSETTE DECKS 
TECHNICS 
RSBX 404K NEW Do/by 8/C + HX Pro 
RSBX 646K- NEW 3 Head Deck with HX-PRO 

RSBX 747K NEW, 3 Head Deck with HX-PRO 
Class AA 

RSTR 232 NEW, A.R. twin deck 

RSTR 333 NEW, A.R. twin deck with Bias adjustment 

RSTR 575K NEW, twin deck with HX Pro 

KENWOOD 
KX 3050 Do/by SIC power loadmg 
KX 5050 Do/by B/C, 3 motor, power loading 

KX 7030 Do/by BIC, HX Pro, 3 head, 3 motor 

KXW 4050 NEW, tw1n deck, Do/by 8 + C 

KXW 6050 NEW, twin deck - Double record 
KXW 8050 NEW, twin deck with HX-Pro 

SONY 
Single decks 
TCFX 277 8 Do/by 8 and C, NEW 
TCK 3118 With auto calibration. NEW 
TCK 4118 3 head deck, auto monitor, NEW 

TCK 577 S 3 head deck with Do/by S. NEW 
TCK 677 S 3 head/3 motor deck with Do/by S. NEW 

Double decks 

TCW 4358 Do/by B+C + Hx-Pro. NEW 

TCWR 5358 with record-reverse. NEW 

TCWR 6355 With Do/by S. NEW 

SPEAKERS 
SONY 
SS 8SE UK des1gn 
SS 725E UK design 
SAW-90 -Sub Woofer 

WHARFEDALE 
Diamond 5 -NEW 
NEW MODUS VIVANDI SURROUND SPEAKERS NOW IN 
STOCK 
'CRS-3, CRS-5, CRS-7, CRS-9- New Range 
'2730 CS- Centre Speaker 

MORDAUNT-SHORT 
New series MS-70, MS-20, MS-30, MS-40, MS-50 now in 
stock 
CS- i + SW1 -Home Entertainment Series in stock in 
dialogue, stereo and Pro-logic packs 

CANON 
5-30 + S-50 
VT-100 Corner units 
·VS 100 - Sub bass corner units 

TANNOY 
603 Mk If 720 watts power handling 
605 Mk 11 150 watls power handling 
607 Mk 11175 watts power handling 
609 Mk 11 200 watts power handling 
671 Mk 11250 watts power handling 
673 Mk 11250 watts power handling 
675 Mk 11300 watts power handling 

HI-FI SYSTEMS 
TECHNICS All systems inc speakers and CD 

COX 520E 60 watts per eh. inc equaliser 

COX 320 50 watts per eh. 
COX 720 40 watts per eh. 
SSCH 404 NEW Budget M1n1system 
SCCH 550 NEW, Budget Minisystem 
SCCH 650 NEW, 50 watts Minisystem 
SCCH 655, MUL T/-PLA Y Minisystem 
SCCH 750 NEW, 50 watts system with D.S.P. 
SCCH 950 NEW. Pro-logic mini system 

SHE 57 Equaliser for COX 720 & COX 320 systems 

KENWOOD All systems with CD & speakers & 

remote control 

M27 COS- Now at special unbeatable price 

M47 G- NEW 45 watts per eh. 

M56 PX, 45 watts per eh. 
M57 MG-NEW 45 watts per eh., Mu/lip/ay system 
M76 G, 60 warts per eh., inc. equaliser 

M77 MG NEW 80 watts per eh., Multiplay system 

M97 G NEW 85 watts per eh. Pro-logic system with 

multiplay CD option 

NEW KENWOOD mini systems all with multi-play 

CD option 
UD30 71357 M, 25 watts per eh. 

UD 501/557 M 32 watts per eh 
UD 7011751 M 32 watts per eh., - Dolby surround 

UD 90 7/951 M 42 watts per eh., - Do/by Pro-logic 
MS-A 7 NEW Micro system 

EXTRAS AVAILABLE 
P 100 record deck for mini-hi-li systems 
CS-6 Centre speaker 
CM 7ES Rear surround speakers, 70 waus 
CM SES Rear surround speakers, 40 watts 
SW 900 Super woofer for midi systems 

SW 700 Super woofer for mini systems 
OMNI 7 Top Speaker 

SONY All systems inc speakers & remote control 

NEW systems are now in stock 

Compact 7 09CD 25 watts per eh. 

Compact 159CD 25 watts per eh., Mu/tip/ay 
·Compact 209CD 30 watts per eh. 

Compact 259CD 30 watts per eh., Mu/tip/ay 

Compact 359CD 50 watts per eh., Mulll"play 
Compact 559CD Separate components. Mu/tip/ay 

Compact 759CD Do/by Pro-logic 

SONY MINI HI-FI inc speakers & remote control & 

CD 
MHC 570CD, NEW, 25 watts per eh 
MHC-C 50 CD NEW MUL TIPLAY SYSTEM 

MHC ?lOCO, NEW, 40 watts per eh. 
MHC-C 70 CD NEW MULTIPLAY SYSTEM 

MHC 2800CD, NEW, 40 watts per eh. 

MHC 3800CD, NEW. 50 watts per eh, with D.S.P. 

MINI-DISC 
MZ1 + MZ2 Portables in stock 

MDS 10 1 For Mini Systems 

J.V.C. NEW SYSTEMS 
UX-Tl MICRO SYSTEM w1th remote 
UX·A4 MICRO SYSTEM witiJ remote 
ADAGIO 52 MINI SYSTEM 2 way speakers 
ADAGIO 53 MINI SYSTEM 3 way speakers 
ADAGIO 56 MINI SYSTEM 45 watts per eh. 
ADAGIO 57 MINI SYSTEM 50 watts per eh 
ADAGIO 59 MINI SYSTEM Do/by Pro-Logic 

TC 007, NEW, Budget portable 

DTC 690 NEW, Full size deck 

, TUNERS 
TECHNICS KENWOOD 
ST 670 24 Presets KT 1050 NEW model 

STG 70 Twin Tuner KT 2030 With Timer 
ST GT550K with RDS KT 2050 NEW model 
ST GT650K with RDS KT 3050 NEW model With R.D.S. 

SONY KT 6050 Remote compatible 

STS 277 8 NEW, with 30 presets 
STS 3778 NEW, with R.D.S.- EON 
STS 505ES with R.D.S. 

RECEIVERS 
TECHNICS 
SAGX 130K 60 watts, 30 presets 
SAGX 550K-NEW Do/by Pro-logic 
SAGX 230K 80 watts VCR input 
SAGX 350K - NEW Pro-logic 

KENWOOD 
KR·A4050 WITH R.D.S. 
KRV 6050 NEW model with Dolby Pro-logic and R.D.S. 
KRV 7050 NEW model With Do/by Pro-logic R.D.S. + D.S.P. 

SONY 
STRD 3718-New 
STRD 5118 New Pro-logic model 
STRD 6778 - New Pro-logic model 

FOR FAST & EFFICIENT 

MAIL ORDER 
PHONE 

0708 721854 



Model 

... 
"· 

g 

Sony MOR·033 

Sony MOR·055 90 

Sony MOR·077 120 

Sony MOR·E515EX 

Sony MOR-E515V 12 

Sony MDA·E525 15 

Sony MDR·E535 18 

Sony MORH47M P 20 

Sony MOR·IF310K 100 

Sony MDR·P1TV 22 

Sony MDR· P10 11 

Sony MDR·W07L 

MDR·W12L 

Technics RP·F30 180 

Technics RP ·HT116 55 

Technics RP·HT77 30 

Technics AP·HT86 40 

Vivanco IR900 70 

Vivanco SR10001/1 110 

Vivanco SR25 M icro 14 

Vivanco SR35 Micro 12 

15 

32 

40 

550 

Allison I.C. 10 2500 

Allison I.C. 20 5500 

Allison MS200 220 

AMCWM100 210 

AMCWM50 

AM CWM 75 

220 

Key to headphones 
�rice- typical retail, to nearest pound. 
Type- Opn -open back, vented or veloci­
ty type; gives less environmental isola­
tion, but is usually more natural feeling in 
extended use. Sld · sealed · the head­
phones form an air seal around the ears, 
helping reduce sound leakage. IR -Infra 
red cordless. Ear · in-ear model. 

Products highlighted in red have been 
tested in HI-FI Choice. Please refer to 
The Directory on page 121 for full test 
results. 

1.5m, 3.5/6.3mm plug 

Sld 120 45 1.5m, 3.5/6.3mm plug 

Sld 140 45 1.5m, 3.5/6.3mm plug 

Ear 5 1 m lead, mini plug 

Ear 1 m lead, mini plug 

Ear 1 m lead. mini plug 

Ear 1.2m lead, mini plug 

Ear 1.2m lead, mini plug 

IR 170 Seven meter range infra red 

Sld 5m, 3.5/6.3mm plug 

Sld 200 18 2m, 3.5/6.3mm plug 

Ear 13 lm mini plug 

1.2m mini plug 

Sld 340 3m lead 

Sld 190 35 3m lead 

Sld 150 32 3m lead 

Sld 150 35 3m lead 

Opn 235 n/a Infra-red cordless 

Opn 265 100 In-front localisation 

Ear 18 Includes case 

Ear 18 For personal stereos 

Ear 18 Including volume control 

Opn 110 36 Solt ear cushions 

Opn 225 32 3.5/6.3mm plug 

For portable CD players 

28,44,17 Bookshelf/stand mount 

25,89,31 Floor standing, free space 

21,80,29 Floor standing, free space 

38,67,22 Floor standing, free space 

Bookshelf/stand mount 

28,51,26 Boundary, stand mount 

29,29,29 Cuboid, wall mount 

24,70,24 Floor standing, free space 
N A  27,73,27 Floor standing, free space 

N'A 48,102,27 Floor standing, free space 
N'A 53,122,31 Floor standing, free space 
N'A Boundary, stand mount 
N'A Ceiling mount 

N/A 90 150 24,40,23 Floor standing, free space 

Model 

Apogee COO Subwoofer 

Apogee Centaur 

Apogee Centaur Major 

Apogee C entaur Minor 

Apogee Grand 

Apogee Ribbon Wall 

Apogee Stage 

Apogee Stage Sub 

Apogee Studio Grand 

AR Active Partner 

ARM4 

ARM5 

ARM6 

AR Pi Four 

AR Pi One 

AR Pi Two 

AR Powered Partner 

AR Rock Partner 

AR Subwooler 1 MS 

ATC SCM10 

499 

2200 

2700 

3800 

4500 

400 

1125 

8&0 Beolab 6000 1350 

8&0 Beolab 8000 2025 

8&0 Beolab Penta 3 2375 

8&0 Beovox 4500 450 

8&0 Beovox CX1 00 395 

8&0 Beovox CX50 285 

8&0 Beovox RL 1 000 215 

8&0 Beovox RL6000 

B&WCWM6 
B&WCWM8 

B&WDM600i 

B&WDM 610i 

B&WDM630i 

B&WDM640i 

B&W Matrix 802 S3 

B&W Matr� 803 S2 

B&W Solid Team 

B&W Solid Tea m Bass 

B&W Solid Twin Bass 

B&W Solid Verticale 

Bose 1 01 M'ble Monitor 

Bose 151 Environmenlal 

Bose 161 Freestyle 

Bose 201 Ser Ill 

Key to loudspeakers 
Price -typical retail, to nearest pound. 
Type · 2x, 3x etc -number of indepen­
dent drive units, pt - parted, IB · sealed, 
Active -dedicated active crossover, 
needs amps for each driver, ABR - auxil· 
iary bass radiator, Sub -subwoofer, 
Uni-0-KEF prop. coaxial drive unit, 
Horn -horn loading, MC- moving coil, 
ESL- electrostatic, CC- coupled cavity, 

33,102,25 

40,141,27 

30,88,20 

71,194,86 

27,120,7 

55,82,5 

58,25,42 

63.160,55 

19,27,15 

N/A 

ESL 

ESL 

ESL 

ESL 

Pt 

AC!IV8 

Act1ve 

Active 15,132,15 

Act1ve 22,165,34 

2x Pt 45,38,8 

2x IB 12,32,21 

2x IB 12,21,21 

3x 32,40,13 

3x 41,54,18 

33.33.21 

25,45,24 

17,24,15 

N/A 

14,20,14 

20,45,34 

45,20,60 

N/A 

13,23,15 

24,14,16 

25,14,16 

38,20,25 

Hybrid · dynamic bass/ESL or ribbon top. 
Sens · output at given power input level. 
Impedance· in ohms. Power· maximum 
recommended amplifier output. 
Size · width x height x depth in cm. 

Products highlighted in red have been 
tested in Hi-Fi Choice. Please refer to 
The Directory on page 121 for full test 
results . 

Ribbon/dynamic 

Three way ribbon, active sub 

Ribbon/dynamic 

Two way 

Active moving coil sub 

Three way ribbon, active sub 

Utility model 

Line array column, three-way 

Simplified RL6000 

Simplified RL7000 

Matrix enclosure 

Matrix enclosure 

Outboard tweeter 

External crossover 

Various colours 

Lifestyle speaker 

White & black fimsh 

White & black finish 

White & black finish 

Lifestyle 

Black finish 

Waterproof/suitable tor extreme conditions 

Floor standinQ, free space 



Bose A' mass AM? 

Bose SE-5 Ser 11 System 760 

Bose Roomate 11 300 

Bose Video RoomMate 300 

Bose C'puter RoomMate 300 

Bose VS100 250 

Bose XLlOOO 115 

Bose XL2000 160 

Bose XL3000 180 

Bose XL4000 220 

Boston Ac 360 Ser 11 209 

Boston Ac Satellites 

Boston Ac SubSet Six 

Boston Ac SWl 0 

Boston Acoustics 325 

Boston Acoustics 335 

Boston Acoustics 350 

Boston Acoustics 380 

Boston Acoustics HO? 

Boston Acoustics HD8 

Boston Acoustics HD9 

Boston Lynfield 300L 

Boston Lynfield 500L 

Boston Runabout 

Cerwin Vega DCl 0 

Cer.vin \iega DC 1 2 

Cerwin Vega Cl 5 

Cerwin Vega DC8 

Cer.vin Vega L-7 

Cerwin Vega SA TB 

Cerwin Vega VSlO 

Cerwin Vega VSl 2 

Cerwin Vega VS15 700 

Cerwin Vega VS8 250 

Chord Sys Audio 905 249 

Clements 300si 645 

Clements 600si 995 

Clements Reference 1 1695 

Clements Reference 7 3750 

Dali 102 230 

Dali 104 

Dali 310 

Dali 400 

Dali 710 

Dali 8 1 0 

220 

Key to loudspeakers 
Price-typical retail, to nearest pound. 
Type- 2x, 3x etc- number of indepen­
dent drive units, Pt- parted, 18 -sealed, 
Active- dedicated active crossover, 
needs amps for each driver, ABR -auxil­
iary bass radiator, Sub-subwoofer, 
Uni-Q - KEF prop. coaxial drive unit, 
Horn -ham loading, MC- moving coil, 
ESL- electrostatic, CC- coupled cavity, 

NIA 

NIA 

Act1ve 

Act1ve 24, t4, 16 

Act1ve 24,14,16 

N/A 23,15,15 

Pt 29,19,17 

Pt 36,23,18 

Pt 47,29,23 

Pt 57,32,30 

N/A 22.15,7 

N/A 

N/A 

34,17,42 

17,17,5 

18,9 

24,17,6 

26,45,28 

23,36,23 

22,25,32 

33,70,29 

42,81,38 

3x Pt 46,90,47 

2x 28,51,29 

2x N/A 

N'A 24,36,36 

NIA 24,81,36 

NIA 20,43,29 

N'A 25,114, 

N'A 21,32,26 

86,22,27 

24,50,34 

24,97,34 

28,97,34 

29,104,38 

N/A 

N/A 90 150 24,40,23 

Hybrid -dynamic bass/ESL or ribbon top. 
Sens- output at given power input level. 
Impedance -in ohms. Power - maximum 
recommended amplifier output. 
Size · width x height x depth in cm. 

Products highlighted in red have been 
tested in HI-Fi Choice. Please refer to 
The Directory on page 121 for full test 
results. 

Self powered AC/shielded, vol control 

Self powered AC/shielded, vol control 

Wall/ceiling, white, flush mount 

Satellite speakers 

Passive subs and two satellites 

Powered subwoofer 

Wall/ceiling white flush mount 

Wall mount, round 

WaiVceiling white flush mount 

Bookshelf, high sensitivity 

Floor standing 

Floor standing 

Floor standing 

Bookshelf 

Floor standing, free space 

GLL Arena 

GLL Magnum 

GLL Maxim 

GLL Mezzo 

lnteraudio XL4000 

Jamo Outdoor 

Jarno Outdoor 2 

Jamo Cornet 30.3 

Jamo Cornet 60.3 

Jamo Cornet 65.3 

Jamp Cornet 70.3 

Jamo Cornet 80.3 

Jamo Graphic 

Jamo 307 

Jamo 407 

Jamo 477 

200 

110 

200 

100 

130 

180 

230 

280 

350 

350 

Key to loudspeakers 
Price -typical retail, to nearest pound. 
Type-2x, 3x etc- number of indepen­
dent drive units, Pt -parted, IB -sealed, 
Active-dedicated active crossover, 
needs amps for each driver, ABR - auxil­
iary bass radiator, Sub- subwoofer, 
Uni-Q -KEF prop. coaxial drive unit, 
Horn -horn loading, MC- moving coil, 
ESL- electrostatic, CC- coupled cavity, 

25,91,30 

20,30,20 

23,31,25 

25,39,29 

40,68,30 

32,50,32 

23,76,26 

35,21,24 

26,23,14 

25,42,29 

10,26,17 

21,36,25 

N/A 

25,53,20 

25,70,22 

17,26,20 

23,40,30 

24,49,33 

Hybrid- dynamic bass/ESL or ribbon top-:­
Sens - output at given power input level. 
Impedance -in ohms. Power-maximum 
recommended amplifier output. 
Size-width x height x depth in cm. 

Products highlighted in red have been 
tested in Hi-Fi Choice. Please refer to 
The Directory on page 121 for full test 
results. 

Bookshelf, close to wall 

161itre 

221itre 

24,107,34 53 litre, 3 drivers 

18,42,29 

N/A 

2x IB 

2x PI 

2x Pt 

2x Pt extra 

2x Pt ash - Mahogany £20 extra 

3x Pt Black ash - Mahogany £20 extra 

3x Pt Black ash - Mahogany £20 extra 

3x Pt Black ash - Mahogany £20 extra 

39,44,8 Wall mount 

18,31,27 Stand mount 

22,41,29 Stand mount 

19,77,29 Floor standing 

22,55,28 Floor or stand mount 

28,83,31 Floor mount 

43,72,33 Floor mount 

22,91,37 

24,104,39 

35,40,9 Shape and size of shallow 20 inch TV 

Wall mount, doubles as lamp 
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KENWOOD KA5040R AMPLIFIER 

2 x BOW RMS, R/C, Source Direct, 
MM·MC, AIB Spk O·P 

WAS £299.95 NOW £199.95 

ROTEL RA-920AX AMPLIFIER 

High quality, 2X 20W, 5 inputs, inc. MM Phono. 
WAS £129.95 NOW £99.95 

oONV o.:evs - --
' -� _·:. :� - / 

- --
____ ....... �H 0 

SONY TCK 611 S CASSETTE DECK 

'WHAT HI-FI AWARD WINNER' 

3 Head + Motor, Dotby S noise reduction 
Calibration system 'What Hi-Fi Award Winner' 

WAS £329.95 NOW £289.95 

NAD 302 AMPLIFIER 
EUROPEAN 

AMPLIFIER OF THE YEAR 1993-94 

Six inputs, 2 tapes, 3 Line 
+ MM Phono, 2x 25W RMS 

WAS£169.95 NOW£139.95 

--· - - �-·+�-
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210 BRIXTON HILL · LONDON SW2 1 HE 
Tel: 081-674 4433/2033 ·Fax: 081-674 1521 

344COLDHARBOURLANE 
LONDONSW9 
Tel: 071-733 6893 

161 CENTRAL ROAD 
WORCESTER PARK, SURREY 

Tel: 081-330 2018 
* Authorised Agents of many leading brands 
* Please call for the best prices of single items and system 

* ftitt�O�
s
DER & EXPORT facilities avail. (Mainland deliveries 

24hrs) 
* Listen before you buy!! (Demo avail) 
* 0% CREDIT & EXTENDED FINANCE to personal callers. 
*For high quality and friendly service CALL US NOW!!! 
* OPEN 9.00AM-6.00PM Mon to Sat (closed Weds). 

------- "' 
. -� " - = :::: 

: ----::------ - - ,_! -
• •  - c - _..,_ • .. .. .a. 

MARANTZ 00.82 DIGITAL COMPACT CASSETTE 
Highest standard 18 M AID convertor Analogue cassette playback. 

WHAT HI-FI? NOMINATED BEST CASSETTE DECK. 

NOW IN STOCK £399.99. 

AIWA, B&W, CELESTION, DENON, KENWOOD, MARANTZ, 
MISSION, NAD, NAKAMICHI, PIONEER, ROTEL, TANNOY, 

WHARFEDALE, YAMAHA and many others available from stock. 

Alphason, Apollo, Pivotelli and Target 
Racks & speaker stands ... 

all available at competitive prices. 

PLEASE CALL FOR THE BEST PRICES OF 
SINGLE ITEMS AND SYSTEM PACKAGES 

Suggested Systems 
-� ___ , __ --::::._ 1 c ·t�!-- �- - - r- _,'); 

I . ' .. 
The following suggested system package includes the NAD 5120 Turntable. Alternative items: 

ie CD Player/Turntable/Cassette deck are available options. 

MARANTZ PM44SE 

Audiophile 2X 45W RMS, Bi·wire spk o/p 
NOW IN STOCK!! 

CLEARANCE ITEMS 

Louds eakers: 
Boston A60, was £139.95 ............ NOW £89.95 
Castle Warwick (BK), was £229.95 
NOW.. .. ...................... £129.95 
Celestion 5000 WNT, was £1,099.95 
NOW .......................................................... £479.95 
Celestlon 3rd Dimension, was £189.00 
NOW........................... . . ... ....................... £129.00 
Jamo & Studio Power ........... ............... TO CLEAR 
Infinity Ref. 20, was £249.95 
NOW ................................................ ..... .... £149.95 
Tannoy 615 mk1 (bk) was £749.99 
NOW.. . ................................ £599.95 
Tannoy 613 mk1 (bk) was £599.99 
NOW ......................................... ................. £469.95 
Tannoy 603 Mk1, was £ 129.99 
NOW . . ............................ .............. £94.95 
W'dale DIA.IV was £119.95 
NOW . ... ... ....... . ......................................... £59.95 
Mission 763i, 764i & 7651 ............ ........ TO CLEAR 

Am hfiers: 

�:�£3�:.:,�g;,;����.�.. .. ........... ..... £229.95 
Marantz PM32 Amp, was £139.90 
NOW. . ............................ £99.95 
NAD 2400 Power-amp, was £419.95 
NOW. . ............................................. £359.95 
NAD 2100 Power-amp, was £299.95 
NOW .............................................. ............ £259.95 
NAD 1000 Pre-amp, was £199.95 
NOW .............................................. .. ........ £169.95 
Pioneer A400 was £279.95 
NOW. . ............................................. ... £219.95 
Rote! RA940BX, was £249.95 
NOW.................................. ..£189.95 
Rotel RB960BX Pwr·Amp ..... REDUCED TO CLEAR 
Rote! RA840SX4, was £249.95 
NOW.................................. . ........ .......... £149.95 

�� .���.�:.��-�.�.�.:.���:�� ... ...... . ........ .... £84.95 
CD Pia ers: 

SPWERS JPWSonata 
WharfedaleDIA.4 

AMPS 
Kenwood KA3020 
Kenwood KA5040R 
Marantz PM40SE 
Pioneer A300X 
Pioneer A400 

CELESTION 
SOOOWNT 

Celeshon l 
Mrssron760r 

£295.95 
£:349.95 
£316.95 
£349.95 
£409.95 

HIGH QUALITY LOUDSPEAKER 
Acoustic Ribbon Technology 

1 OOw Bi·wired, real wood veneer 
INC 'K; Stands 

WAS £1 ,099.00, NOW £479.00 

Tannoy603 M!ssron76lt Tannoy607 8WDM610t 
Celeslton3 BW.OM600t Mtsston780 Mtsston762t 
BostonH05 TannDy605 

ARJ51 
lnltmtyRel/20 

Boston HOB RogerslSZA2 
tnllnrtyRet/40 

£309.95 £345.95 [369.95 [409.95 
[369.95 £419.95 £429.95 £459.95 
£335.95 £379.95 £399.95 £429.95 
£369.95 £419.95 £429.95 l459.95 
£419.95 £459.95 £479.95 £509.95 

CD Pia ers: 
AlwiiXC300 ............................................... £149.99 
Aiwa XC750 .................. ............................ £199.95 
Denon DCD595.. . . ......... £179.99 
Denon OCD1290 ... .................................... £:329.99 
Kenwood OP2050 . . . . ... ... .......... .......... £169.95 
Kenwood DP7050 ..................................... C349.95 
Marantz C053.. .. . ................... £199.90 
Marantz CD63 ........... ............................... £249.90 
Marantz CD52SEmk2 ....................... ........ £299.90 
�0�.. 

·-··-·--·-- ·--- ··--- ��� NAD 502 ............. ....................................... £219.95 
Pioneer PDM602 ... . ....................... £269.95 
Rote! RCD965BX .. ........... ........................ £299.95 
Rote! RCD965BX Discrete ........................ £375.00 
Technics SLPS620A. .. .. £199.95 
Yamaha CDX570 .......... .............. ............. £239.95 

Cassette Decks: 
NAD 6100, was £299.95 NOW .... ............... £259.95 
Kenwood KX5030, was £199.95 
NOW ....................................... ................... £149.95 
Vamaha KX.360, was £199.95 
NOW................ . ..... ................... £169.95 
Alwa AOF410 ........ .................................... £119.95 
Aiwa ADF810 JHO .................................... £229.99 
Denon DRM540 ........................................ £159.99 
Denon DRS810 JHO ....... . ............... £299.99 
Denon ORW760 Twin .. . . ....... 049.99 
Kenwood KX-5050 ..... ..... ...................... . £229.95 
Marantz 5053. .. . ...... £229.90 
Marantz 5063 . .......................................... £:269.90 

RogerslS4A2 TIT & C. D. PLA V ER OPTIONS 
BWOM620t AtwaXC750,C89.00 
ladd£1001 Denon OC0695, add £89.00 

Mrssron763r Den on OCO 1290. add £209.00 
Celeslton 316000 MatantzC042/2,add£99.00 

(add£2001 MarantzCD5212,add£120.00 
MaranllC072,addtl99.00 

NAD 501,add£99.DD 
[429.95 ProneerPOSBOl,add£189.00 

[482.95 OuaiCS50J.1,add£60 00 
OuaiCS505-4,add£99 00 

£460.95 ProJectl,add£60.00 

£489.95 ThorensT02801V,add£120 00 
SystemdekllX/900,addC329.00 

£539.95 Many ot hers available oorequest 

AV Am s/Recetvers: 
Oenon AVC3020... . .... £729.99 
Denon DRA345R ........... .............. .. ........ £249.95 
Denon DRA645RDIRDS ............................ £319.95 
Kenwood KRV8500 .............................. TO CLEAR 
Kenwood KRA4050 ......... ........... ............ £229.95 
Kenwood KRV6050 ADS... .. . .............. £349.95 
Kenwood KRV7050 ADS. .. ......... £399.95 
Marantz PM700AV ..................................... £449.90 
Marantz SR53 & 63. . ..... STOCKED 
NAD705 .. . . . ..................................... £329.95 
NAD701 ............. ....................................... £259.95 
Yamaha RX V470 .................... .................. £399.95 
Yamaha DSP E200 .. . ...... ... £369.95 
Yamaha DSP ASOO .. ............................... .. £449.9.1i 
Yamaha DSP A1000 .................................. £899.95 

Turntables: 
Rega 250,was£219.95 .. .. . . ... ..... NOW£179.95 
Dual CS430 ..... . .......... T.B.A. 
Dual CS503-2 ..... . . .. ............................... £179.95 
Dual CS505-4.. .. . .... .......... £:229.95 
NAD512Q ................ . ..... £119.95 
NAD 533--Rega 250 ........ ............................ £199.95 
Pros t .S Ort.51 0 cart ... ........................ ... £129.95 
Pro ect 1 Ort.510 cart. ... . ...... .............. £169.95 
Pro ect 2 Ort.MCI cart ......... .. ................... £249.95 
Sound lab & KAM (DISCO) ... ................ STOCKED 
Systemdek 11 X900+ RB250 ..................... £329.95 
Systemdek 1 1 XE900 exc TIA ................. .. £329.95 
Te<:hnlcsSL 1210Mk2... . . ...... ....... STOCKED 
Thorens TD180+AT91........ .......... .. ....... £179.95 

��:, �-����: -��-�-��-�-�--��-...................... .... £1 59.95 �:�:�fc�P��� :: ......... ·:::: :::.:::::::::::::::::::::: g�::� :::��;:�: :::g��g y� 1 :m: B250 •• •••- ••• •••• g:�.�� 
Louds eakers: Alwa XC950, was £249.95 NAD 602 ...................... .............................. £199.95 

NOW.. . .................................... £1 99.95 Sony TCK-611S 3HD .. . ........................ £289.95 Bose AM3 Mk2 .. .................................. STOCKED 
Marantz CD72, was £399.95 Technics .......................... .................... STOCKED Bose AM5 Mk2 ............ ......................... STOCKED 
NOW .................................................. ....... £299.95 Yamaha KX-260, 360, 650 .................... TO CLEAR B&W OM6001,6101,620l ......................... STOCKED 
Pioneer PDS801, was £329.95 Boston H03,5,7,8,9/SW10 . ....... . ...... STOCKED 
NOW.. .. ........................................... £269.95 Alwa XA950 ........ ....................................... £229.95 CELESTION .................... ..................... STOCKED 

::f:Jon DAD� .. ���-�-�-�-�---�-� ................... .... £249.95 ����,!'�!:C,�R
HK62s0 

.... . . ............ 
::::::g��:�� g:��g f��g�OiROS':: 

............... 
:·:::::::::::g�� :�� J:���o1&�:£&�:.t�: .. ....... ............ �fgg��g 

Rote! RCD955AX, was £279.95 Marantz PM44SE NEW! ............................ £199.95 Marantz ST53 ........ ....... ............ .. . .... ..... £169.90 Mission 760i .............................................. £129.90 
NOW... .. ............ .. . . .... £215.00 NAD 304 .................................................... £239.95 Marantz ST40/SOL. ............................... TO CLEAR Mission 760i/SE ........................................ £149.95 

��-��.����:.���-��-�-�-
-
-�.�- - .. ....... ..... ..... £149.95 ��t��r

A���� ::::::::::·:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: g�::� ��t�����30-AX·::·
.. .. ................... 

:·:::����::� ��:: t���·· ........................ : .. :::·:::: ��::�� 
**CALL FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ON Technics.............. STOCKED Rote! RT9508X ................................... £225.95 Tannoy SIXES Mk 2 STOCKED 

CLEARANCE ITEMS• * Yamaha AX570 .. . .... £289.95 Sony STS311LB... . .. .......... ........... £179.95 And many others, call for further details! 
WE ARE ALWAYS COMPETITIVE- TELL US IF YOU CAN BUY CHEAPER. FREE STANDS WITH SELECTED SPEAKERS, 

DELIVERY CHARGED ON CERTAIN PURCHASES. MAIL-ORDER ENQUIRIES PHONE BRIXTON HILL BRANCH FOR DETAILS 

065,90,110 & 250 
NOW AVAILABLE 

SPECIAL OFFER 
NEW!!! 

MARANTZ SR-63 RECEIVER 

MARANTZ SD-53 CASSETTE DECK 

+ 
MISSION 761 i LOUDSPEAKER 

WAS £649.00 NOW £499.95 

CASTLE WARWICK 
High Quality 2 Way Speaker 
10 ·?SW, black finish (LIMITED 
STOCK) 
WAS £229.95 NOW ONL Y£129.95 



Key to loudspeakers 
Price -typical retail, to nearest pound. 
Type-2x, 3x etc-number of indepen­
dent drive units, pt- parted, IB- sealed, 
Active-dedicated active crossover, 
needs amps for each driver, ABR -auxil­
iary bass radiator, Sub- subwoofer, 
Uni-Q-KEF prop. coaxial drive unit, 
Horn -horn loading, MC- moving coil, 
ESL - electrostatic, CC - coupled cavity, 

Hybrid -dynamic bass/ESL or ribbon top. 
Sens- output at given power input level. 
Impedance -in ohms. Power-maximum 
recommended amplifier output. 
Size - width x height x depth in cm. 

Products highlighted in red have been 
tested in HI-FI Choice. Please refer to 
The Directory on page 121 for full test 
results. 

Floor standing, coupled cavity bass 

Shelf/wall mount, with wall brackets 

Stereo passive subwoofer 

Use with SW500 

High sensitivity 

Compact passive subwoofer 

Passive stereo subwoofer 

Uni 0 bass EO option 

Uni 0, shielded shell/stand mount 

HI- FI CHOICE BUYER' S GUIDE 107 

Manticore Minaret 

Manticore Minaret Ft 

Martin-Logan Aerius 

Martin-Logan CLS llz 

M-L Monolith Ill X 

M-L Monolith liP 

M-L Quest 

M-L Sequelll 

M-L Statement 

M-L Stylos 

Metaxas Emperor 

Modulus Subwooter 

Monitor Audio MA 1 OOG 

Mordaunt-Short CSt 

Mordaunt-Short SW! 

Mordaunt-Short HT30 

Mordaunt-Short HT50 

Mordauni-Short MS20 

Mordaunt-Short MS30 

Mordaunt-Short MS40 

Key to loudspeakers 
Price - typical retail, to nearest pound. 
Type-2x, 3x etc- number of indepen­
dent drive units, Pt-parted, IB- sealed, 
Active-dedicated active crossover, 
needs amps for each driver, ABR-auxil­
iary bass radiator, Sub- subwoofer, 
Uni-Q- KEF prop. coaxial drive unit, 
Horn -horn loading, MC- moving coil, 
ESL- electrostatic, CC -coupled cavity, 

Hybrid -dynamic bass/ESL or ribbon top. 
Sens - output at given power input level. 
Impedance-in ohms. Power-maximum 
recommended amplifier output. 
Size - width x height x depth in cm. 

Products highlighted in red have been 
tested in HI-FI Choice. Please refer to 
The Directory on page 121 for full test 
results. 

Size Special 

220 N/A 90 t50 

Including adjustable stand 

With adjustable stand, 16ohm option 

Miniature stand/shelf mount 

Floor/shell standing 

Stand/shelf mount 

Stand/shelf mount 

Floor stand, metal cone bass 

Fibrelam cabinets 

Neartield monitor 

Nearfield monitor 

23,122,30 Two-way 

62,127,32 Full range panel 

59,163,26 ESUdynamic, active crossover 

59, 163,28 ESUdynamic, two-way 

42, 160,29 Dynamic bass/electrostatic, two-way 

31,160,29 Dynamic bass/electrostatic, two-way 

24 40 23 

ESUdynamic, biwire, 

In wall 

Full range, mult1-pane1 ESL 

Full range 3-panel ESL 

Full range single panel ESL 



Our mail order service is fast and efficient. All we 
require are your credit card details when your 
order is placed. Our Data Post service operates 
daily, ensuring quick, safe delivery. Carriage is 
FREE OF CHARGE throughout the UK, but not 
on price match' Ex display unit carries delivery 
charge of £8 per unit below 10K. 

FREE DELIVERY MAINLAND UK 6-7 Central Parade, Hoe Street, 
Walthamstow, London E17 4RT 11/ 08} 52 0 72 77/Ji (Near Tube and Cinema) FAX: 081-503 6677 I - I 

FOR FAST & EFFICIENT 

MAIL ORDER 
� phone QiC 

081-520 7277 
1. All goods fully guaranteed 
2. All goods brand new 
3. Oeltvery free 
4. All prices include VAT 

e Our own service department will make 
sure you continue to enJOY that great sound 
both during and after our one year warranty 
period 

PRICE PROMISE 
Our prices are comQetitve but should 
a product be availatile at a lower price 
from an authorised dealer, 

CO PLAYERS 
HD740011 .... ....... . ... £199.00 
HD7450 .. ................ £219.90 
H0750011 .... . ......... . £259.90 

01!111,..., �· �· :!:' ......,..._ MYERS AUDIO PROMISE 

JVC TO PAY THE VAT 

We will b�at !�Y �P to £20! 
- HD520 11 ......... ........ . .... £84.95 

HD530 11 ...... ................ £89.95 

HD540 U .................... £109.95 

H0560 11 .... ... -........... £129.95 

• JIHfJi !'" I IJ • i 

···---··· 

AUTHORISED DEALER 
�IONC ( fl 

£199 

HD7525 .. . ........... £449.90 

TLB500. ... .. ... £499.90 

AUTHORISED DEALER 
DUAL 

TURNTABLES - CS3700 . ................. .. £79.99 

CS430 ... ................ . .. £129.99 
CSSOS-2 ........... ...... . £179.99 

CS2215 . ........... . .... £179.99 

AMPLIFIERS 
A102 30 W.OCH ... £129.99 
A300X40 W,PCH .... £189.00 
A400 60 W,PCH ..... £229.00 
A400X60 W,PCH .... £279.00 
A602 80 W,PCH . ... £329.99 
C73 M73 .......... . £.529/£.749 
A302R/502R ...... £199/£299 
A502 REMO TE ....... £299.99 
VSA701 S/08025 ... £499/£599 
TUNERS 
F202L401 L.. .... £129/£179 
F301 ROS/502RDS .£149/£.249 
F502RDS/F93 ... .£259/649 
RECEIVERS 
VSX4521SX102 .... £:399/£219 
SX202RI/SX302 .... £239/£299 
LAZEA AND VISUAL 
CLOB00/1650 ..... .. £:399/£579 
CL02850/CLOM5 £699/£599 
CLO tSOK .................. £849.99 

STD5CXXli4(XX)TV £3999.-0300 
SPEAKERS 
S 4UKISV 401 £249/£699 
5 60/S so . ..... ....... £269..r:369 
s 2001$ 400 ....... .. £599/£:949 

CS 301/501 .... ... £119/£169 

CS 701/901... . .. £229/£279 
SP 5Sn7 ........... ........ £491£99 

CD PLAYERS 
PD102/202 ........ £:149/£169 
POS502/602 . .... £229/£199 
PD$702/802 ....... £309/£349 
PDS901/PD77 .. £499/£1099 
PD95.. .. ...... .... £2499 
CO PLAYERS MULTI 
POM602/M701 ..... £269/£329 
POM901/M802 ...... £449/£449 
POTM3. 1801SCS ... ..... £499 
CASSETTE DECKS 
CT$2201320.. . £169/£199 

CTS420/520 .. .. .. £249/£279 
CTS6201620 ...... .. £329/£339 
CTS920S/CT95 .... £6791£999 
TWIN CASSETTE DECKS 
CTW420Af620A .... £199/£249 

CTh\601 MJLTVCTW820R £379.-£299 
TURNTABLES 
Pl2251335 ............ £119/£:149 
GRAPHIC EQUALIZERS 
GRSSS/777 ........ ... £:199/£249 
MIDI SYSTEMS 
JtO/JtOM .......... ... £:5491£599 
J201J20M .............. £:6491£699 
J30/J30M .......... ... £749/£799 
J401J40M ...... ....... £949!£999 
JSO/JSOM ....... .. £1149/£1199 

MINI SYSTEMS 
N33/N33M ..... ...... £3791£429 
N531N53M ............ £499/£549 
N731N73M .. .......... £679/£729 
N93JN93M .. ... .... £"999/£1049 

AUTHORISED DEALER 
HARMANKARDON 

.. ... .. ..... £199.90 
.. .......... £279.90 

......... £399.00 
... ...... ..... £429.90 

.£279.90 
................ £1149.90 

.............. £219.90 

................ £299.90 

. .............. £499.90 

CS505-4 .. £229.99 
CS705-1 ....... . . . . .. £349.99 

AUTHORISED DEALER 

ll,f,'tf,1&Hij:li 
CASSEITE DECKS 
DR3 ...................... £329.00 
DR2 .. .... . .. .......... £599.00 
DR1 ...................... £849.00 
CD PLAYERS 
CD4 .... ................ £379.00 
NB3 .. . ...... £649.00 
NB2 .............. ....... £849.00 
AMPLIFIERS 
IA1/IA2 ........ £749/£599.00 
TUNERS 
ST2/ST7 ..... .£399/£799.00 

AUTHORISED DEALER 

KENWOOD 

KR-V6050 

AMPLIFIERS 
KA103065W,PCH .... £139.99 
KA3020 45W,PCHH £169.99 
KAJOSO 45W.PCH ... . £199.99 
KA4050A 70W.PCH £279.99 
KA5020 BOW,PCH ... . £229.99 
KASOSOA 95W.PCH £349.99 

KA7050A 100W,PCH £499.99 

KAV8500 PAOLOGIC £699.95 
RECEIVERS 
KAA4050 60W.PCH £229.99 

KAV6050 PROl.OOIC £349.99 
KRV7050 PROLOGIC &399.99 
TUNERS 
KT1050LF.M.l ......... £119.99 

KT2050 F.M.l...... ..£149.99 
KT6050LR F.M.l. ..... £299.99 
CASSETTE DECKS 
KX3050 ............. ..... . £179.99 
KX5530 ................ .. £219.99 

KX5050 .......... . .. .... £229.99 
KX7050 .... .. .. £329.95 

KX7050S ... .. £399.95 

KX9050S ................... £549.95 
DOUBLE CASSETTES 
KXW6050 .................. £199.99 
KXW8050 ............... .  £259.99 
CO PLAYERS 
OP2050 .................... £169.99 
DP3050 .................... £199.99 
DP5050 .. ..... .... . ..... £269.99 
OP7050 ........ . . .  £349.99 
OPM6650 MUL Tl. . .  £269.99 
MINI SYSTEMS 
U03011351M ........ £429/£479 
U0501/551M ........ £.599/£649 
U0701/751M .. . .. . £:749/£799 
UD9011951M ..... £999/£1049 
MIDI SYSTEMS 
M27 ............ .. .... £529.99 
M47/M47G ..... ... . £599/£749 
M56GIM56AG ...... £799/£849 
M76AG/M77MG ... £949/£999 

M97G/M97MG E1149/t1199 

SPEAKERS 
CM5ES!7ES ..... ........ £791£99 
SW900/SW700. .£259/£299 
CS6/0MN17 ... . . £1491£169 

AMPLIFIERS 
AX.Z 101 OTN . ... ......... £619.99 

AXR742BK .. . .. £339.99 

AXA662BK ........ .£259.99 

AXA562XBK... £239.99 

AXA472BK . ....... ... . £189.99 

AXA4428K .. ... ... .... £189.99 

AXA342XBK ... ........ £159.99 

TUNERS 
FX1010VTN... £289.99 

FX362BK .................. £129.99 

FX342BK .. ................ £119.99 

RECEIVERS 
RX1010VTN ..... ........ £899.99 

RX803VBKI506VBK £55M:339 
AX308BKI206BK £2391£199 

CASSETTE DECKS 
TVD662BKI562 .. .. £239/£.189 

TDR452BKIX352 £109/£139 

TOW/OOBKI7068K £219,-£2:19 

TOWJOBBKI206BK £169.1:139 

TDW106BK .............. . £99.99 

OAT XDZ 1010TN ...... £849.99 

CO PLAYERS 
XLV1648KI264 ..... £1291£149 

XLZ464BKIM408 ... £189/£239 

XLM508BKIZ1050 £269/£479 

MIDI SYSTEMS 
MX55M/MX77 .... £439!£4009 

AOAG 10S21S3 .. ... £329/£379 

ADAG 1054155 ... .  £429/£549 

ADAG 10G7/G9 ... . £749/£949 

MIDI SYSTEMS 
MIOIW37C0/58 £3491£449 

MIDIW76C0/78 .... £579/£669 

MICRO SYSTEMS 
UXT/UXAJ ............. £2591£289 

UXA4/A5 ............ ECALU£349 

VIDEO RECORDERS 
HAS6800/4700 .... . £949/£749 

HR 0880E K/980 ..... £4991£ 4 79 

HA0820EKI790 ..... £379/E339 

HRODX22/J200 ... . £329/£319 

AUTHORISED DEALER 

SC>NV 

TCK 611 Dolby S 

--
AMPLIFIERS 
TAF211830W, PCH £149.90 

TAF242660W, PCH £199.99 

TAF442E SOW. PCH £249.99 

TAF542E ................... £299.99 

TAAVS708 PROlOGIC... £399.99 

RECEIVERS 
STRD311J51111ill. __ £229J£279o029 
CASSETTE DECKS 
TCFX211 8/3118 ... £.169/£199 
TCFX411 B/51 1 B .... £199/£277.99 
TCK61 1 S AWARD . . £249.00 
TCW435B TWIN .. ... £.169.99 
TCWR535lWIN ...... £199.99 
TCWR635S TWIN ... £279.99 

CD PLAYERS 
C00311/4t 1 .......... £169/£199 

COPS33&-CDP711 E £229r£249 

COP911UCDPX3l5M ..... £299/£549 

CDPM210/310 ..... £149/£169 

COPC325M . ..... ... .. £229.99 

OAT 
TC007 ...................... £429 
TCDD3 ..... ........... ..... £599 
WMSST1 . .. . ... £279 

DTC690 ..... £599 
MINI HIFI SYSTEMS 
MHC510CM10CD £3791t449 

MHC2800C0/3800CO ... £5491£749 

MHC50CDI70CD £4991£599 

MIDI SYSTEMS 
COMPACT !801109CO .. . £3491£399 

cor.PACT !59COI2COCO £449.-£499 

COWACT 259C0/359CO £5491£599 
CCMlACTSS�� £749.-£1099 
TUNERS 
STS21 1 LB ........ .. .......... £129.99 

STS311LBAOS .. ..... . £199.99 

STS505ESROS ........ ... . £249.99 

LASER DISC PlA YEAS 
fv{)P650 . . . .............. ... £599.99 
MDP850 ..... .. .. ........ . . £699.99 

AlJTHORISED DEALER 

ON YOUR PURCHASE OR UP TO 12 MONTHS 
INTEREST FREE CREDIT. THIS OFFER IS NOT ON 
MISSION, MARANTZ, KENWOOD, EX DISPLAY, 
SALE ITEMS AND MATCHED PRICES. 

EX-DISPLAY 
THESE ARE ONE ONLY GENUINE PRODUCTS AT PHENOMENAl SAVINGS. 

All ARE NEW IN MAKERS BOXES AND fULLY GUARANTEED FOR 12 MONTHS 

MARANTZ 
CD PlAYERS WAS 
MARANTZ CD 52 M2 .......... ....... £229.00 
MARANTZ CD 52 SE M2. ..£299.00 
MARANTZ CD 72 ............ . . ...... £449.99 
MARANTZ CD 63 ............. .......... £249.99 
AMPLIFIERS 
MARANTZ PM 44SE. ..£199.99 
MARANTZ PM32 ................ ....... £139.99 
MARANTZ PM63 .... ........... .. ... £299.99 
MARANTZ PM52SE . ........... ... .. . £429.90 
MARANTZ DCC 82 

CASSETIE DECKS 
SONY 

NOW 
(/) 

a:W 
oS? 
u.a: 
"a. 
Zf­
-(J) a:w 

CD 

TCK611S ........ .. .. .. .................. £229 . ........................... £249 
TUNERS 
STS 311/211 ............. ................ . £199/£129... ..£149/£89 
AMPLIFIERS 
TAF211/242 . ............ . ............... £149/£199 .......... £119/£159 
TA4421542 ... £249/£299 .......... £199/£219 

NAD 
AMPLIFIERS/RECEIVERS 
302 .......... ................................... £169 ........ ................... £129 
304/306 .. . . ... ......... .. .. .......... . £229/£329 ..... .. £169/£269 
31 00/3300.................. .£349/£349 .......... £199/£229 
CASSETIE DECKS 
602/6100 .................... . ......... . £159/£299 ......... £139/£199 
TUNERS 
402/4100 .................... ... .. ....... . £1591£209 .. ........ £129/£169 
CO PlAYERS 
5021505 MULTI... .£219/£299 ........ . £179/£229 
5000 . ................................. ......... £299 ... . ..... £199 

SPEAKERS 
MISSION 

7601!7601SE ................................. £129/£149 .. .......... £99/£125 
7611/762/1 .. . ...... £169/£249 ......... £1391£209 
763V7641. . ..... £379/£479 ......... £299/£389 
76SV780........ .. ... ... .. . .. . . . . . . . .. . . ... £6 79/£ 199 . ... ..... £579/£159 

THESE ARE SECONDS OR MAIL ORDER RETURNS IN EXCELLENT 
CONDITION STIL IN MANUFACTURERS BOX ANO FULLY GUARANTEED 

SPEAKERS 
TANNOY 

603 11/605 11.. . ... . .  £139/£169 ........ .. £109/£139 
607 11/609 11 ................................. £219/£294 . ... . .. £189/£229 
611 11/615 11 ............... .............. . £429/£749 ......... . £349/£669 

KENWOOD 
KRvso5onoso . .. ................ £349/£399 .......... £299/£339 
KRV6060 ................... .................. £349 ....... .. ................. £299 
CASSETIE DECKS 
KXZ3050/5530 ............................. £179/219 ........... £149/£179 
CD PlAYERS 
DP2050/3050 ................ ............ £169/£199 . ......... £139/£159 
DPSOS0/7050 .............. . ............ £269/£349 . ... . . £219/£299 
MIDI SYSTEMS 
M27/47 ....... ....... . . .. . .. .... .. . £529/£'599 .......... £469/£419 
M56G/M76G ... ............................. £799/£949.... . .... £699/£849 
M97GIM97MG ............................. £1149/1:1199 . . £1049/£1099 

PIONEER 
A400/400X ... .. .. ....................... £259/£299 ......... £210/£249 
AMPLIFIERS 
A400 ...... .... .............................. £.259 ............. .. .......... £179 
A400X .......................................... £.299 ...................... . .. £229 
A602 ....................................... £329 ................. ........... £279 
TUNERS 
F202/410 ....... ............................. £129/£179 ........... £99/£139 
F301/502RDS .. .......................... £199/£249 ......... £139/£199 
CD PLAYERS 
PO 1021202 .. ..................... ......... £149/£169 ........ £1291£149 
PDS 602/802 ....... . . ...... £2691£349 ........ £199/£299 
CASSETIE DECKS 
CTS 420/520 ................. . . . ... £249/279 . . .. .... £1991£219 

TECHNICS 

I ,j b I § !! if , �;;;;;J;;;;;;;;;;;;��:::::!£:� 
CD5211SE 

-
........... ... . .. ... . .  £139..90 

....... .. ... ............. £169.90 
.. . . . .  £229.90 

........ £229.90 

SPEAKERS 

SPECIAL OFFER 
PART EX. YOUR SPEAKERS & GET UP TO 

£2000FF 
ACOUSTIMAS 7M2 £829 
ACOUSTIMAS 5M2 £759 
ACOUSTIMAS 3M2 £499 

NDW£629 
Now£559 
Now£349 

CD PLAYERS 
CD53.. .. ............ £199.00 
CD52 Mk 11... ........ £229.00 
CD52 Mk 11 SE AWARD .. £299.99 
CD63 ..................... £249.99 
CD72ES ................ £599.99 
CD72 ....... ............. £449.99 
CDl0 ................... £1099.99 
AV AMPS 
PM?OOAV. .SPECIAL 
AVSOOPRE ............ £599.99 
MA500 POWER .... £249.99 
SPEAKERS 
DS110/220 ..... £199/£299 
05440/660 ....... £499/£699 
DCC RECORDERS 
0082 ................ ....... POA 
0092 ......... £799.99 
AMPLIFIERS 
PM32 40W PCH ... £139.99 
PM43 SSW PCH ... £229.99 
PM53 70W PCH ... £249.99 
PM63 65W PCH ... £299.99 
PMBO 1 OOW PCH .£479.99 
PM44SE .. .. ........ £199.99 
PM54SE ................ £299.99 
PM52SE ................ £429.90 
PMBOSE ................ £649.90 
PROFESSIONAL RECORDERS 
CP130/CP230 .£249/£399 
CP430/PMD222 . . £499/£329 
RECEIVERS 
SR52/SR53 ...... £139/£169 
SR73/SR82 ... .. £.699/£849 

AMPLIFIERS 
302 25W PCH ........... £169.99 

304 35W PCH .......... £229.99 

306 SOW PCH ........... £329.99 

TUNERS 
402 ............ .............. £159.99 

4100.. £209.99 

CASSETTE DECKS 
602 . . .... ................. £199.99 

6100 £299.99 

CO PLAYERS 
510 ... ... ............... . £179.99 

502 .......................... £219.99 

505 MUL Tl .. . . . . . . £299.99 

5000 .... . .. .. . ... .. ... £309.99 

5060 . .. ....... ............ £349.99 

SYSTEM 
5000 CO PLA YEA 
6100 CASSETTE DECK EPOA 
3100 AMPLIFIER 
PAE AND POWER AMPS 
1000PAE .... ... .......... £199.99 

1000$ PAE.. . .. . £319.99 

1600 PRE+ TUNER £349.99 

1700 PRE+ TUNER £509.99 

2100 POWER .. ... .... £299.99 

2700 POWER ............ £459.99 

208 POWER .............. £799.99 

902 POWER .. .. ........ £209.99 

906 POWER .............. £499.99 

TURNTABLES 
5120.. . .. ....... £109.99 

533 .......... ..... ..£199.99 

SPEAKERS 
800.. . ....... ....... £149.99 

602.. .. .... . £219.99 

804 ..... . £319.99 

AV PROCESSOR 
910 ............ ... ...... .. £399.99 

RECEIVERS 
701 .... ..... ..... ......... . £259.99 

705 .. £329.99 

AUTHORISED DEALER 
VAMAHA 

DSPA2070 
AMPLIFIERS 

AX470 65W PCH .... .  £229.99 

AX570 100W PCH .. . £279.99 

TX350l. . .. .. . ... . .. £119.99 

TX470. . .£159.99 

TX670ROS . . £219.99 

RECEIVER 
RX630N470 £239.00Jt:399.00 

CASSETTE DECKS 

KX260 £149.99 

KX360 .. .. ..... £199.99 

KX650 .. £249.99 

KXW262TWIN .. ... .. £189.99 

KXW362 TWIN ......... £239.99 

KXW952 TWIN . . . ... £479.99 

CO PLAYERS 

COX4701570 .. .. ..... £189/£229 

COX670/870 ........ £279-£329 

COC635.. . .. ........ £289.99 

SPEAKERS 

NS10M/1000M ... £239/£1149 

NSE80/G80 . . .. . . £109/£89 

NC5110... ..£139.99 

YSTSWS0/100 . .. .. £189/£249 

Y5TSW200 . £379 

MINI SYSTEM 
CC70W .. . .. .... .. . £579.99 

YST99CO . .. ............. £369.99 

HOME CINEMA 
AXV470. 
DSPA970 .. 
DSPA2070 .. 
DSPE200. 
D.SPE1000 ... 

AUTHORISED DEALER 

liKHII�Itlf.i 
AMPLIFIERS 
SUVZ220KXJ.N, PCH £129.99 
SUVZ320K4fNV, PCH £169.99 
5UA600K 40W. PCH £199.99 
SUA700K. 45W PCH £249.99 
SUABOOK, SSW. PCH £329.99 
SUA900K, BOW, PCH &399.99 
SUC2000tVS£A2000K £6991£1049 
TUNERS 
STGT70LKI650LK £2491£229 
STGT550LKI610lK £18M:129 
RECEIVERS 
SAGX550LKIZ30LK £44M:269 
SAGX350l.K/1300K E329it229 
CASSETTE DECKS 
ASTR232KTWIN ..... £179.95 
A5TA3333K TWIN £199.99 
RSTR515KTWIN ..... £259.95 
RSTR777K TWIN . .... £299.95 
RSTA979K TWIN ... £379.95 
RSBX404K ......... ..... £179.99 
R5BX747K ... ..... .. .  £299.99 
RS8X646K ............... £229.99 
A50C 10 .. ................. £699.99 
MINI SYSTEMS 
SCCH950/750 .. £999/£899 
SCCH655/650 .. £599/£549 

�fDY�i����� .. £499/£499 

COX520 60W, PCH ... £899.99 
COX320 SOW. PCH ... £799.99 
COX120 40W, PCH ... £699.99 
CO PLAYERS 
SLPG840AI(I440AK i:14K169 
SLPG520AK .............. £179.99 

SLPS620AKf740AK £1991t249 
SLPS900K/840K ... £349/£419 
5LP200KI1200B £9991£1799 

SLPJ38AK128AK ... £1991£149 
TURNTABLES 
SLB020Kf6022K £129Jt149 

5L0033K ........... ... £199.99 
Sl1210M211200M2 ... £389.99 
SPEAKERS 
SBCS55K/75K.. .. .. . £39/£49 
SBCS95KIEX2M ...... £741£89 
SBEX2KJ3K ....... £89/t124 
SBEX7KJAX50 ... . £2241£325 
SBAX70/MX1000 £425/£999 

AUTHORISED DEALER 

UBL 
SPEAKERS 
TLX1 10/120. . .. .. £1491£179 

TLX130/140 .......... £249/£349 

TLX150/160 ......... £299/£399 

TLX170/180 .......... £449/£549 

HTS 1 +13+ ........ £699/£1099 

HUG 11G2 . £199/t399 

AUTHORISED DEALER 

res 1 tuii 
SPEAKERS 
SCtO/S30.. .. .... £119/£159 

5501570... £319/£649 

S505TI2 ........... ... .... £379.99 

VS8100/V100 ... .. £229/£199 

AUTHORISED DEALER 

CERWINVEGA 
SPEAKERS 
l71SAT6 .. ......... ... £1491£229 

VS81VS 10 ............. £249/£349 

VS12NS15. £549/t699 

DC10 .. .. .. .. .. £849.99 

AUTHORISED DEALER 

�'t:wmm•i3il 
HEADPHONES 
HD35 HEAOMAX ...... £21.95 
HD55 ............... ......... £29.95 
HD435 VEGA5 ......... £21.95 
HC400 11 ................... £29.95 
HD320 ....... ............. £38.95 
HD330 ...................... £49.95 
HD340 . ... .......... ..... £59.95 

H0580 PRECISION £179.95 

HD250 11 .... .............. £119.95 

HD25 .. ...................... £129.95 

603ii 
605ii 
607ii 
609 ii 
611 ii 
615ii ...... 
6531655. 

AUTHORISED DEALER 

LOUDSPEAKERS 
ITl!llJ.QIT 

SPEAKERS A PAIR 
760i ........................ J�129.99 
760iSE BEST BUY .. £149.99 
761i .. .. . ............ ... £ 169.99 
762i ..................... ... £249.90 
763i ..... ................... £379.90 
764i. . .................. £479.90 
765i ................ ........ £679.90 
780SE BEST BUY . . £239.95 
781 ......................... £239.99 

AUTHORISED DEALER 

2001 . .... .. ............. £119.95 
2002 ....... ............... £159.95 
2003 ......................... £189.95 
2004 ................. .. .£249.95 
DM6001Improved ..... £179.95 
OM61011mproved ..... £239.95 
DM6201 Improved ..... £399.95 
OM630i Improved .... £649.95 
OM64011mproved £849.95 
600 IFS .. .. .. ........... £179.95 

CWMS .... ... .... .. ..... £149.95 
CWM6.. .. .......... £219.95 

CWMS .................. .... £249.95 
B&W SOLIO SERIES 
Solid Monit or .. ...... .... £229.95 
Single 5ohd . .. .. . £119.95 
Solid T earn ........... .... £129.95 
Solid Bass Station ...... £349.95 

Solid Twin Bass ........ £199.95 

Solid Team Bass .. .... £149.95 
Solid OVale ....... ...£299.95 
Solid Verticale £399.95 

Solid Array .. ................ £89.95 

AUTHORISED DEALER 

IH@!fiiUNI 
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Silhouette 
M 
Atmosphere 
Comet 60.2 . 
Centre 200 
0165 
Centre 100 
Ouldoor ... 

MAIL ORDER 081-520 7277 
Please supply 

I enclose cheque/PO for£ 

or debit Access!Visa/Amex Card No ___ 

Expiry Date 

Name 

Address 

Postcode Tel 
HFC 5/94 



Model 

Pentachord A 

Pentachord B 

Pentachord P'column 

Pentachord Pentode 

Philips DSS930 

Philips FB720 

Pioneer CS301 

Pioneer CS501 

Pioneer CS701 

Pioneer CS901 

Pioneer S200 

Pioneer S400 

Pioneer S60 

Pioneer SBO 

Polk LS50 

Polk LS70 

Polk LS90 

I M3 

I S10 

Polk S4 

Polk S6 

Polk S8 

Possel1 Albatros 

Possel1 Alpha I 

Possel1 Alpha 11 

Posselt Alpha 111 

Posselt Alpha IV 

Proac Response 3 

Proac Response 3 Sig 

Proac Response 1 S 

Proac Response 2 

Proac Studio 1 00 

R Alien Minette Gold 

RCF Mytho 2 

RCF Mytho 3 

RCF Mytho 5 

RCF Mytho 5 

RCF Mytho1 

Realistic M'mus 26 

Realistic Minimus 21 

Rehdeko RK145 

Rehdeko RK175 

REL S1adlum 

REL Stentor 

950 

1200 

1350 

1500 

3065 

4935 

919 

1634 

699 

1295 

1725 

595 

56 

30 

30 

60 

100 

Key to loudspeakers 
Price- typical retail, to nearest pound. 
Type -2x, 3x etc -number of indepen­
dent drive units, Pt- parted, 18 -sealed, 
Active -dedicated active crossover, 
needs amps for each driver, ABR-auxil­
iary bass radiator, Sub -subwoofer, 
Uni-0 -KEF prop. coaxial drive unit, 
Horn-ham loading, MC- moving coil, 
ESL- electrostatic, cc- coupled cavity, 

Hybrid -dynamic bass/ESL or ribbon top. 
Sens- output at given power input level. 
Impedance - in ohms. Power- maximum 
recommended amplifier output. 
Size -width x height x depth in cm. 

Products highlighted in red have been 
tested in HI-FI Choice. Please refer to 
The Directory on page 121 for full test 
results. 

Active crossover, including electronics 

21,1 08,20 Including active crossover, for 2 amps 

Pt 

Pt 

Pt 

NIA 

NIA 

NIA 

NIA 

N/A 

N/A 

NlA 

NIA 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

20,74,20 

22,58,33 

21,37,31 

31,94,37 

31,94,37 

17,29,21 

32,74,26 

24,39,18 

26,54,20 

29,64,22 

31,186,32 

24,44,28 

23,100,27 

26,102,30 

27,104,31 

28,118,30 

28,118,30 

17,30,24 

23,45,281 

95,22,31 

84,16,27 

95,28,34 

28,16,24 

18,28,11 

15,24,13 

9,15,5 

11,18,11 

14,22,11 

19,31,19 

Active crossover, including electronics 

Active digital loudspeaker 

Bookshelf 

Bookshelf 

Bookshelf 

Bookshelf 

Floorstanding 

Floorstanding, biampable 

Floorstanding, biampable 

Multi-app, including- wall bracket 

Floorstanding 

Stand mount, free standing 

Stand mount 

Stand mount 

Ultra sensitive 

Stand/wall/shelf mount 

Floor stand 

220 N!A 90 150 24,40,23 Floor standing, free space 

HI-FI CHOICE BUYER'S GUIDE 109 

Shahinian Obelisk 2290 

Sonus Faber Amator 1498 

Sonus-Faber Amator 2898 

Sonus-Faber Electa 1690 

Sonus-Faber Extrema 5991 

Sonus-Faber Guamen 5500 

Sonus-Faber Minuetto 898 

Sony SS125E 

Sony SSA1L 

Sony SS85E 

Sony SS-V77 

Sony SS-J90AV 

Sony SA-W90 

Sound-Lab DynaSdat 

Sound-Lab Pristine 11 

Sound-Lab A3 

Key to loudspeakers 
Price� typical retail, to nearest pound. 
Type · 2x, 3x etc · number of indepen� 
dent drive units, Pt � ported, 18 �sealed, 
Active �dedicated active crossover, 
needs amps for each driver, ABA � auxil� 
iary bass radiator, Sub� subwoofer, 
Uni-Q · KEF prop. coaxial drive unit, 
Horn · horn loading, MC� moving coil, 
ESL � electrostatic, CC � coupled cavity, 

2x 

2x 

2x 

2x 

2x 

20,34,31 

37,22,35 

38,27,24 

55,27,46 

19,38,38 

23,35,28 

22,38,38 

19,30,32 

9,32,24 

19,9,14 

19,12,15 

22,49,51 

44,183,41 

72,153,69 

79,61,23 

91,208,27 

19,30,16 

37,70,43 

30,98,41 

27,112,44 

11,18,11 

17,24,17 

17,44,30 

25,43,25 

Hybrid · dynamic bass/ESL or ribbon top. 
Sens � output at given power input level. 
Impedance� in ohms. Power-maximum 
recommended amplifier output. 
Size -width x height x depth in cm. 

Products highlighted in red have been 
tested in HI-FI Choice. Please refer to 
The Directory on page 121 for full test 
results. 

Omni-directional, floor standing 

Passive 

1st Shaninian model, floor standing 

Compact, stand mount 

Compact, stand mount 

Compact, stand mount 

'Reference Standard' 

Compact, limited edition 

Compact, stand mount 

UK optim1sed sound 

Bio�cellulox tweeters 

UK optimised sound 

Full range surround speakers 

Magnetically shielded 

Active subwoofer 

Oak or walnut finish, two-way 

Steel frame, black 

Any finish 

Curved panel, any finish 

BBC inspired location monitor 

Coaxial, shielded 

Shelf/stand, shielded 

'Graphite' version 

Solid mahogany, stand mount 

Solid walnut, floor standing 

Solid mahogany, stand mount 

Solid mahogany, stand mount 

li 

90 150 24,40,23 Floor standing, free space 



11o HI- FI CHOICE BUYER ' S GUIDE 
Key to loudspeakers 
Price-typical retail, to nearest pound. 
type -2x, 3x etc -number of indepen­
dent drive units, Pt-parted, 18 -sealed, 
Active -dedicated active crossover, 
needs amps for each driver, ABR-auxil­
iary bass radiator, Sub -subwoofer, 
Uni-0 -KEF prop. coaxial drive unit, 
Horn -horn loading, MC-moving coil, 
ESL - electrostatic, CC-coupled cavity, 

CD,R,T N/A 83,36,16 
CD,R,Tu,T 100 42,8,33 
CD,R,Tu,2T 40 27 wide 
CD.RTu.2T 50 27 wide 
CD.R 2T 30 27 wide 
CD.RTuT 30 27 wide 
CO,R 2T 35 N/A 
CD.R 1T 50 N/A 
CD,R,2T 50 N/A 
CD,R 2T 22 27,37,34 
CD,R.2T 35 25,39,28 
CD,RT 25 17,36,25 
CD R,2T 50 N/A 
CD.R.2T BO NIA 
CD,R2T 20 45,34,63 
CD,R,2T 35 45,34,63 

Hybrid -dynamic bass/ESL or ribbon top. 
Sens- output at given power input level. 
Impedance - in ohms. Power-maximum 
recommended amplifier output. 
Size -width x height x depth in cm. 

Products highlighted in red have been 
tested in HI·Ff Choice. Please refer to 
The Directory on page 121 for full test 
results. 

Shielded 
Shielded centre speaker 
Shielded 
Shielded two-way 
Shielded centre speaker 
Two channel double tuned sub-woofer 

Active subwoofer for WATT 
Passive subwoofer for WAD 
Three-way reference 

Magnetically shielded 
Studio neartield monitor 

Special 
Micro 
Micro, wilh powered subwoofer 
Micro, as LCX-10 with surround 
Mini 
Mini, optional TVNideo 
Mini, karaoke, CO-G compatible 
Midi 
Midi, equaliser 

Midi, three CD, equaliser 
Midi, three CD, DSP, equaliser 
Midi, DSP, Dolby Surround 
Digital amp, optical link lo CD 
Graphic equaliser 
As MX115, wilh mini turntable 
Triple CD, pre/power amp, Dolby 8 

As MX570, wilh mini turntable 
Three CD, pre/power amp, Dolby 8, C 
As MX570, with mini turntable 

As MX90, w1th mmi turntable 

Triple CD, separates 
As MX950, with speaker stands 
Three disc CD player, FM, MW 
tO presets, FM, MW, LW 
10 presets, FM, MW, LW 
Five band equaliser 
RDS tuner, mic mixing 
Three disc CD, mic mixing 
Based on Arcam separates 
Including Alpha 6 R/C amp 
Fully remote controllable 
Audio master for extended systems 
Wall mounted active speakers 
As 2500, without cassette 
Active speakers, lifestyle system 
Components, speakers extra 
RDS, inc optional UK speakers 
ROS, inc optional UK speakers 
Includes optional UK speakers 
RDS, inc optional UK speakers 

Five band graphic & full remote 
Spectrum analyser 
Mini, Dol by NR 
Separates system 
Separates system 

Multi-disc player 

t29 PI B7 100 IB,26,20 Stand mount, near wall I 

Model 
... 
"· " " 

BOO 
JVC Adagio G9 1000 
JVC Adagio S2 370 
JVC Adagio 53 400 

JVC Adagio S4 470 
JVC Adagio S6 600 
.NC Midi -W4BCD 450 
JVC Midi-W5BCD 

" 
500 

JVC Midi-W7B6D 750 
Kenwood HO-1000 1000 
Ken wood -2BMG 600 
Kenwood M-47 600 
Kenwood M-47G 750 

Kenwood M-56AG BOO 

Kenwood M-57MG B50 

Kenwood M-76AG 950 
Kenwood M-77MG 1000 
Kenwood M-97G 1250 
Kenwood M-97MG 1300 
Kenwood UD-30 I 430 
Kenwood UD-351 500 
Kenwood UD-501 600 
Kenwood UD-55t 650 
Kenwood UD-701 750 
Kenwood UD-751 BOO 

Kenwood UD-901 1000 
Kenwood UD-951 1050 
MaraniZ 1010 900 

MaraniZ 1020 1000 

Nakamichi S'space 7 1495 
Panasonic SC-CH33Z 370 
Panasonic SC-OH30 250 
Panasonic SC-CH11 300 
Panasonic SC-CH150 430 
Philips FD920 999 
Philips FS3BO 1000 
Philips FW370 900 

999 
Philips FW21 300 

Philips AS44CD 329 
Philips AS540CD 379 

Philips FW41 400 
Philips AS640CD 429 

Pioneer N-25 299 
Pioneer N-50W 349 
Pioneer N-70W 399 
Pioneer J-200 399 
Pioneer N-70W/M 449 
Pioneer N-1 OOW 499 
Pioneer N-1 OOW/M 549 
Pioneer J-300 

"" 
549 

MoRt J-400M 649 
Pioneer lmpresso-3 749 
Pioneer J-500 779 

Pioneer J-500M B29 
Pioneer J-V600 B79 
Pioneer lmpresso-7 B99 
Pioneer J-700 999 

Pioneer J-V600LD 1199 
Senyo DC 010 300 
Sanyo DC-015 350 
Sanyo DC-040 400 
Senyo MSt 300 
Senyo SYS 220 300 
Sanyo SYS915 430 
Samsung MAX335 230 
Semsung MAX370 300 
Semsung SCM6550 230 
Samsung SCMBI 00 300 
Semgung MB300 350 
Semsung S�� 430 �C-S7 700 
Sensui MCX750 = tiOO 
Sensui MCX950 :- 1400 
Sansui MS3900 400 
Sensui MS690 I iiiiiiiiiiiiir 420 
Sharp MS-R400CDX--. 300 
Sharp System CD170E 2BO 
Sharp System-� 450 
Sh�rB SYs!Jl!Jl;,Qil.L5_Q!i_ 260 
Sharp System-CD450E 370 
Sharp System.-OBE 330 
Sharp System-S360E 230 
Sharp System-S370E 270 
Sony COmpact I OBCD 250 

., ., 
B70 

Key to systems 
Price-typical retail, to nearest pound. 
Sources-CD -compact disc, R - radio 
tuner, Tu-turntable, T-cassette tape, 
V- video signal routing (composite and/or 

S-Video). 
Power -output power in watts, per 
channel, RMS. 

"' fi1 
� 

R,CD,2T,V 
R,CD,2T V 
R.CD,2T 
R,CD,2T 
R,CD,2T 
R,CD,2T 

� � R.CD,2T 
CD,R.T 
CD,R.T.2T 
CD R.Tu,2T �.Tu,2T 
CD.RTu.2T 

CD,R.Tu,2T 
CD,R.VTu,2T 
CD,R.V Tu,2T 
CD,R.V.Tu.2T 
CD,R.V.Tu,2T 
CD,R.2T 
CD,R,2T 
CD,R,T,2T 
CD,R.2T 
CD,R.V.2T 
CD,R.V,2T 
CD.R.V.2T � 2T 
CD.R2T 

CD.R.2T 
CD,R 
CD.R.2T 
CD R,2T 
CD.R,2T 
CD.R.T 
CD.R.DCC 
CD R,DCC 
CD.R,DCC 
CD R�DCC 

�T 
CD,R,2T 
CD,R,2T 
CD,R,2T 
CD,R.2T 

CD,R,2T 
CD,R,2T 
CD R,2T 
CD,R,2T 
CD,R,2T 
CD,R.2T 
CO,R,2T 
CD.R,2T 
CD,R,2T 
CD,R,T 
CD,R,2T 
CD,R,2T 

CD,R.2T 
CD R.T 
CD.R,2T 
CD,R,2T 
CD.R,2T 
CD,R,2T 
CD.R,2T 
CD.R.T 
CD,R,2T 
CD.R,2T 
CD.R.2T 
CD.R,2T 
CD.R,Tu,2T 
CD,R,Tu,2T 
CD,R,Tu,2T 

c�� 
CD.R,2T 
CD.R,2T 
CD,R,2T 
CD.R,2T 
CD.R,2T 
CD,R,2T 
CD,R,Tu,2T 
CD,R,2T 
CD,R,Tu,2T 
CD,R,2T 
CD,R,T 
CD.R,2T 
CD,R,2T 
CD.R.Tu.2T 

,. ' 

CD.R.Tu.2T 

... .. 
I 
!it 

50 
55 

� � 35 

* 30 

� 60 
40 
30 

� � � 45 

� 60 

� B5 
25 
25 
32 
32 
32 
32 

42 

� 45 
45 
40 
30 
5 
20 
20 
43 
100 
75 
60 

� 20 
40 
30 
30 
20 
50 
70 

+ 
100 
100 
40 
50 
35 

65 

65 
65 
45 
115 
65 
15 
15 
30 
25 
t5 
30 
10 
20 
5 
20 
20 
30 
30 
40 
40 
30 
50 
10 
10 
30 
10 
BO 
12 
10 
25 
12 

40 

Size 
2B,43,2B 

28,43,2B 
25,27,35 
25,27,35 
25,36,34 
2B,46,34 
36,50,34 
36,4B,25 
36,57,29 
27,40,35 
36,56,3B 
36,62,3B 
36,62,3B 
36,61,38 

36,62,3B 
36,62,3B 
36.62,3B 
36,64,3B 
36,64,3B 
27,36,31 
27,36,31 
27,41,31 
27,41,31 
27,41,31 
27,41,31 
27,41,31 
27,41,31 
42,77,31 
42,77,31 
N/A 
NIA 
N/A 
N/A 
1B,25,2B 
44,50,30 
44,50.30 
36,50,35 
26,35,26 
26,30,22 
36,3B,29 
36,39B,29 

26,30,25 
36,3B,29 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/PSize 
NIA 
NIA 
N/A 
NIA 
NIA 
N/A 
NIA 
27,36,32 
27,36,32 
27,36,32 
22,21,22 
36,36,37 
36,43,36 
25,32.26 
25,32,24 
35,33,29 
36,37,29 
36,37,29 
36,47,29 
NIA 
N/A 
N/A 
IB,26,21 
IB,2B,34 
27,32,39 
36,40,36 
26,32,25 
36,4B,36 
27,32,25 
15,19,26 
27,32,33 
27,32,33 
35,4B,34 

27 wide 

Size-main unit dimensions-width x 
height x depth in cm. 

Products highlighted in red have been 
tested in HI-FJ Choice. Please refer to 
The Directory on page t 21 for full test 
results. 

Special 
Panoramic surround 
Panoramic surround 
Live surround 
Uv� surround - ---
Live surround 
Panoramic surround 
Live Surround 
Bass compensator 
Two channel surround 
MD & equaliser options 
Five disc CD carousel 

Graphic equaliser 
Graphic equaliser 

Multi-CD, graphic equaliser 
Dolby Surround 
Multi-CD 
Dolby Pro Logic 
Multi-CD 
Presence modes 
Multi-CD -
Presence modes 
Multi CD 
Dolby Surround 
Multi CD 
Dolby Pro Logic 
Multi CD 
System Link Operation 
Motorised Front Panel -
Multi-GO, aux & tape input 

51 cm wide, including speakers 
Full size separates 
DCC midi 
DCC midi 
DCC mini 

Five disc CD 
Double cassette, three-disc CD 
One louch Karaoke, smart limer 
Double auto-reverse cassette, Dolby B/C 
Mic mixing, five band equaliser/spectrum display 
Multi-play version o.!lJ.:70W 
Double auto-reverse cassette, Dolby Surround 
Multi-play version of N-1 OOW 
Single play CD with Smart tu mer, 36 pres�ts 
SIJe<li;d multiplay, Dolby Surround, Stereowide 
Separate components, CD with Stable Platter 
Dolby Surround, seven band equaliser 
Six-disc multiplay version of J-500 
Dolby Pro Logic NV system, Movie Mode 
As Impressa 3, with RDS tuner and Legalo Link 
CD with Stable Platter mechanism 
Includes PAUNTSC LaserDisc player 

--
10 disc CD player 
10 disc CD player 

Four -disc CD player 
Mini, remote control 
Mini, remote control 
Midi, remote control -
Midi, remote control 
Midi, five band equaliser, Five-disc CD 
Midi, remote control 

Three-disc CD player 
Five-disc multi CO 
Remote control, auto-reverse 
Six-disc multi CD - -
30 tuner presets 
Dolby NR 
Ultra compact 
Remote control 
Five band equaliser 

' ' · '  

ADS. inc notional UK soeakP.rs I 



BRITAIN'S 
LARGEST 

INDEPENDENT 
HI·FI/VIDEO 
BULK BUYER 

DOur Massive Buying Power gives 
you the Best Possible Deal. Brand 
New Factory Sealed units -All 
Fully Guaranteed. 
(NO �EPAI�ED UN/f5, MAll �DEK �EfU�N5 OK (;�EY IMP00"5) 

D All prices include V.A. T. 

D We have Friendly Expert 
Advisers on hand at our 
10,000sq. ft. Superetore at 
Barking. They can offer AtMceand 
Full Demon5tration5. 

D We offer the Fastest Mail Order 
Departm ent in the Business. Fully 
insured, specially packed 24 Hour 
securicor delivery 

D 14 day exchange on all goods 

0 We Care. We have Fully Train&:/ 
Service Per50nnel. 

0 We want your custom ... 
If you have been satisfied with the 
Service at Hyper-Fi tell others. If 
you're not happy for any reason 
don't hesitate to tell us. 
JUST �ITE TO: HYPER-FI P.R. OEPT. 

FREEPOST, RM90, CHIGWELL, IG7 613R. 

- -
.. - .  � 

• RDS TUNER WITH EON 
' 3  BAND AM/FM DIGITAL SYSTEM 
' DISPLAY MODEL. 30 PRESETS 
• DIAL TUNING SYSTEM 
• WHAT HI·FI AWARD WINNER 

STS311 

- . . . ... .. ·····---� ----
" .-.----� ' 

�-":f·-:· -� ' ....,., 

'WHAT HI·FI AWARD WINNER 
• 3 HEAD DOLBY B.C HX PRO 
• FULL IC LOGIC CONTROL 
' AMORPHOUS ALLOY HEADS 
' FINE BIAS ADJUST 

"'" w. " 

• 3 HEAD DOLBY S CASSETIE TCK611 S 
• POWER OPEN/CLOSE 
• DISPLAY MODEL. 3 MOTOR SYSTEM 
• CERAMIC CASSETIE HOLDER 
'WHAT HI·FI AWARD WINNER 



AMPLIFIERS 

PIONEER 
'" -� ----- --�#'""'""-" "' "'"""" ' 

' "' 
' HIGHLY REVIEWED RANGE A201 

: ' 2  x 30 WAITS OUTPUT 
. ' 5  INPUTS 2 TAPE DUBBING 
i ' BASS TREBLE TONE CONTROLS 

• LOUDNESS SWITCH 
' HEADPHONE SOCKET BLACK 420mm 

' 2x43 WAITS80HMS 
' FULL SYSTEM REMOTE 
' TWIN SPEAKER CONECTIONS 
' SUPERB BUILD QUALITY & SOUND £149 95 
' THD LESS THANO.OI%40 WAITS 

. 

' 435MM WIDE, SOFT TOUCH CONTROLS 

' 2x45 WAITS RMS 
' HIGHLY REVIEWED RANGE 
' INFRA- RED REMOTE 
' DIRECT SWITCHING 
' 6 INPUT TWIN SPEAKERS 

' AUDIO/VISUAL AMPIUFIER 
' 2x40 WAITS RMS80HMS TAF319R 
' REMOTE CONTROL MOTORISED VOL 
' TWIN DRIVE POWER SUPPLY 
' HEAVY DUTY BINDING POSTS 
' TWIN SPEAKERS. SEARCH DIRECT SWITCH 

AMPLIFIERS 

YAMAHA tJ:if0J 
--�" ' . .- = = u ·-� 

- ' :: � " : "' 

' FULL AUDIO/VISUAL FUNCTION 
' 90 WAITS PER CHANNEL 
' INFRA-RED REMOTE 
'6 INPUTS INC TWO TAPE 
' SOURCE DIRECT. LOUDNESS 
' TWIN SPEAKER OUTPUTS 

' HI-FI CHOICE BEST BUY 
' 2  X 50 WAITS RMS 80HM 
' HEAVY DUTY BINDING POSTS 
' HIGHLY REVIEWED WHAT HI-FI 

AXV401 

304 

' HIGHLY REVIEWED WHAT HI·FI & HI-FI CHOICE 
' "SWEET CRISP DETAILED AMPLIFIER" 
' AUTHORISED U.K. DEALER STOCK 
' 2x40 WAITS80HMS 
' 2  x 57 WAITS DYNAMIC POWER IA3 

' HIGHLY REVIEWED WHAT HI-FI 
' 44 KEY REMOTE CONTROL. 
' 2  x 60 WAITS 20HZ ·20KHZ 
' 2 x 140 WAITS DYNAMIC POWER 
' PURE SIGNAL GROUND LINE 

SONY 

KA4040R 

/ ,, ' 
<Y , 

A>;� � � 
y,.;;�� � 

� .:. �-- --=�;!:- --= : �r-\ 
--· -- ·--

' 100 WAITS RMS 8 OHMS ' GIBRALTER CHASSIS 
' 7 INPUTS, TWIN DRIVE POWER SUPPLY 
• SOURCE DIRECT /RECORD OUT SELECT 
' MM/MC PREOUT AB SPEAKERS 
• HIGHLY REVIEWED AMP 

' EXCLUSIVE U.K. AUDIOPHILE DESIGN 
' HIGHLY REVIEWED 

TAFS40E 'QUALITY DIGITAL TUNER 
' AM/FM 30 PRESETST Also FT920 

£99.95 ' 2  x 90 WAITS RMS 8 OHMS 
' PURE STRAIGHT PATH DESIGN 
' MM + MC CART INPUTS 

' REMOTE CONTROL OPTION 
'REMOTES WITH FA920 AMP 
'435MMWIDE FT910 



TUNERS 

KENWOOD 

• FM/LW/MW/ 30 PRESETS KT2030L 
• I 2 STATION NAME PRESETS 
• 6 EVENT PROGRAMME TIMERT 
• 60 MINUTE SLEEP TIMER 
• SUPERB QUALITY 

� ......... ,...,..__,._._,v.,_ .. ___ ............... ',._. � 

-· 

• L 

• DIGITAL DIRECT DECODER 
• 3 BAND FM/MW/LW 
• 36 RANDOM PRESETS 
• SYSTEM REMOTE 
• 3 SPEED SEARCH 

_.., '"'"""""" 

F401L 

.. �" .... ., 
(, 

-����-,,�" ,,, ... �; �. :�:'! 
• 3 HEAD CASSETIE 
• INFRA RED REMOTE. 

filitiiW'Jjjj : �����N�i: �:g'J�TER 
• H/P OUTPUT MUSIC SEARCH 

CASSETTE DECKS 

SONY 

,
' �--A 

-- �-�-- - :if 
� ·�" ��$"�J:lj:.�{l� � 

' ; -------'"" ".::=���;.::;: ':l. 
• HIGHLY REVIEWED CASSETTE CTS610 
• DUAL CAPSTAN 3 HEAD DECK 
• DOLB Y BC HX PRO 
• CD DECK SYNCRO 
• MUSIC SKIP DISPLAY OFF 

• DOUBLE AUTO CASSETIE 
• FUll REMOTE CONTROL 
• RECORD/PLAY BOTH DIRECTIONS 
·CD. DECK SYNCRO DOLBY B.C HX PRO 
• PARALLEL RECORDING • TWIN RECORD 

• RECOMME E C O C  
• 3 HEAD SUPER GX I I 0 YEAR GUARANTEE) 
·CLOSED LOOP DUAL CAPSTAN DRIVE 
• DOLBY B, C & HX PRO (SWITCHABLE) 
• AZIMUTH & HEIGHT ADJUSTMENT 

• QUALITY COMPACT DISC 
• 3 BEAM LASER PICK UP 
• 20 SELECTION PROGRAM 
• REMOTE OPTIONAL 
• DIGITAL OPTICAL OUTPUT 
• SLIMLINE BLACK 240 VOLT 

........ 49 
a. 

:a!�£ .95 g 
z� � 

COMPACT DISC 

• 7� �.,.. '1:::::::::::: � "' 
J �� t��.; : $ :�� ���-;�1; : 

-.... -� .. 

• GREAT FEATURE REVIEW WHAT HI-FI 
• 45 BIT 8 DAC D/ A CONVERSION. 
• DIGITAL SERVO SYSTEM 
• FUll REMOTE/REM VOL 
• TIME/MANUAL FADE 

��£, 29-95 
PIONEER 

"""" '" :..�� ... � .......... -. ... � ........ ----.... v-.'>o< '" '":_�K' " " 

--� -
�-- _.,., ........ , ,. 

• HIGHLY REVIEWED RANGE 
• STABLE PLATIER MECHANISM 
• I BIT DIRECT LINEAR CONVERSION. 
• ANTI RESONANCE DESIGN 
• OPTICL DIGITAL OUTPUT 
• H/P MOTOR DRIVE OUTPUT 

---

llil:'' 

··· -- · 

:0:-.J:"' ' , n-n ,..,_._;-:,...,..;ii. ffj, 

PDS 601 

• BITSTREAM QUALITY MULTIPLA YER. CDC935 
• DIGITAL ANALOGUE OUTPUT 
• FTS FAVORITE TRACK SELECTION 
• FUll REMOTE CONTROL 
• CARROUSEL ALLOWS 3 DISC CHANGE WHILE 

PLAYING FIFTH 
• FUll WIDTH 435MM 



IMPORTANT NOTICE AUTHORISED DEALERS 
Not all advertisers in this magazine are authorised dealers for the products they stock. If you check with major 
manufacturers they will advise you to buy from authorised dealers to ensure full company guarantee back up. 

Hyper·Fi only sells brand new factory sealed stock direct from the manufacturers and is 

an authorised dealer for all its brands 

COMPACT DISC 

, ' HIGHLY REVIEWED STABLE PLA TIER 
,, ' ANTI RESONANCE DESIGN PDS 701 . ' 1 BIT DIRECT LINEAR CONVERSION. 

'SEMI CENTRE TRAY OPTICLE DIGITAL OUT 
' DISPLAY OFF CONT. CD DECK SYNCRO ----- --

�t.£179.95 

' LASER DISC PLAYER 
' ANALOGUE PAL SYSTEM 
' 1 BIT D/ A CONY. 
'PLAYS NORMAL CD 
' OPTICAL DIGITAL OUTPUT 
' SCREEN DISPLAY CLD2600 

�i.£229.95 

• HIGHLY REVIEWED WHAT HI·FI & HI-FI 
• DIFFERENTIAL MODE BITSTREAM CONVERTOR 
• OPTICAL AND CO-AXIAL DIGITAL OUTPUT. 
• FTS MOTORIIZED VOLUME CONTROL 
' REMOTE CONTROL CD72 

��.£269.95 

MSS.10S 
·FULLY SHEILDED MAGNETS SUITABLE 

FOR All A/V APLICATIONS 
• HIGHLY REVIEWED HI-FI SPEAKER 
• NEW IMPROVED TWEETER 
• POSITEC PROTECTION SYSTEM 
• SHELF OR FLOOR STAND USE 
• 100 WATIS HANDLING 
• DELUX BLACK FINISH 
• IDEAL CENTRE SPEAKER 

SPEAKERS 

J.P.W. 
MINIM 

• IMPROVED MODEL UP FROM MINI MONITOR 
• RECOMMENDED HI·FI CHOICE 
'70 WAITS POWER RATING 
' FERRO FLUID DOME TWEETER 

. 
' HARD WIRED X/OVERS 
' LARGE DIAMETER TERMINALS 

: 'WALNUT FINISH 

J.P.W. 
SONATA 

• HIGHLY REVIEWED WHAT HI·FI 

'WHAT HI·FI AWARD WINNER 

• HI-FI CHOICE BEST BUY 

• 70 WAITS HANDLING 

• FREQ RANGE 70HZ - 20KHZ 

·WALNUT FINISH 

320 x 230 x 21 Omm 

CELESTION !JYKJ 

THIRD DIMENSION 

'HIGHLY REVIEWED WHAT HI·FI 
• 3 PIECE SUB WOOFER SYSTEM 
• 60 WAITS HANDLING. 
'89 D.B. SENSITIVITY 
• DELUX BLACK FINISH 

MS30 
' HIGHLY REVIEWED NEW RANGE 
'TWO WAY INFINITE BAFFLE 

' 100 WAITS REPAC UNITS 
'ALUMINIUM DOME TWEffiR 
' M CS WOOFER Bl. WIRE 

' 25 x 43 x 28cm BLACK FINISH 

• HIGHLY REVIEWED HI·FI CHOICE 
• HIGHLY REVIEWED WHAT HI·FI 
'100 WATIS HANDLING 
• 3 WAY BASS REF�EX 
• SUPERB DARK OAK FINISH 

��.£ 199-95 

SPEAKERS 

CELESTION 1 S 

' RECOMMENDED HI·FI CHOICE 
'HIGHLY REVIEWED WHAT HI·FI 
'FLOOR STANDING 2 WAY DESIGN 
• TIT ANUM DOME TWEETER 
' 1 00 WAITS HANDLING 
' SUPERB DARK OAK FINISH 

MSS.SO 
' HIGHLY REVIEWED SPEAKER 
'FLOOR STANDING BASS REFLEX 
'89 DB 1 WAIT SENSITIVITY 
' TWIN BASS UNITS DOME TWEETER 
' ROSEWOOD FINISH 

MA800GOLD 

• HIGHLY REVIWED SPEAKER 
• UNIQUE FRONT REFLEX 
• 120 WAITS HANDLING 
• GOLD ANODIZED ALLOY 

TWEETER DIE CAST BASS 
• DELUXE ROSEWOOD 

: '2 x 45 WAITS AMPLIFIER 
· • 3 BAND AM/FM TUNER 
· ' TWIN CASSETIE DOLBY 
' 'QUALITY TURNTABLE 
; ' 20 TRACK COMPACT DISC 
: • FULL REMOTE CONTROL 



AKA I 
AMM659 £89.95 
AM47 £129.95 

AIWA 
XA003 £99.95 
XA950 £149.95 

CAMBRIDGE 
A75 £49.95 
P75 £99.95 

DE NON 
PMA250 £119.95 
PMA350 £149.95 
PMA480R £219.95 
PMA450ED £249.95 
PMA880R £299.95 

JVC 
AXA662 £229.95 

KENWOOD 
KA 1030 £119.95 
KA3020ED £139.95 
KA3050R £169.95 
KA4040R £169.95 
KA5040R £169.95 
KA7020 £169.95 
KA5050RED £249.95 
KA7050R £44 9. 9 5 
KAV8500ED £499.95 
KAV7700 £599.95 

MARANTZ 
PM42 £99.95 
PM40SE £129.95 
PM32 £139.95 
PM52 £149.95 
SP50 £179.95 
PM44SE £199.95 
PM52SE £299.95 
PM54SE £299.95 

NAD 
302 P.OA 
304 P.OA 
306 P OA 

NAKAMICHI 
IA3 £169.95 
IA2 P.OA 
IAI P.OA 

PHI UPS 
FA920 £119.95 
FA930 £149.95 
FA890 £149.95 

PIONEER 
A201 £89.95 
Al02 £99.95 
A351R £119.95 
A202 £119.95 
A300X P.OA 
A400 P.OA 
A676G £179.95 
A400X P.OA 
A602 £249.95 
A676Bl £249.95 

ROTEL 
RA920AX £89.95 
RA 930 £169.95 
RA935 £199.95 
RA 960 BX P OA 
RA 980 BX P OA 

SONY 
TAF211 £119.95 
TAF319R £129.95 
TAF242 £139.95 
TAF442ED £159.95 
TAN220 £159.95 
TAF440E £159.95 
TAF540E £169.95 
TAF542ED £169.95 
TAF670ES £299.95 
TAN55ES £299.95 
TAAV670 £379.95 

TECHNICS 
SUVZ220ED £99.9 5 
SUVZ320 £139.95 
SUVX600 £149.95 
SUVX720K £ 199.9 5 
SUA600K P.OA 
SUVX820 £249.95 
SUA700K £249.95 
SUA800K £329.95 
SUA 900K £399.9 5 

YAMAHA 
AX350 £99.95 

CELESTON 
FUll RANGE P.O.A 

DE NON 
AVCI530ED £399.95 
AVC3020ED £599.95 
AVRIOOO P OA 
AVC 3530 P OA 

JPW 
FUll RANGE P.OA 

KENWOOD 
KRV6050 £289.95 
KRV7050ED £34 9. 9 5 
KAV8500ED £499.95 

MARANTZ 
SP50 £179.95 
PM700ED £349.95 
AV500 P.OA 
MA500 P.O.A 
SR73 P.O.A 
SR82 P O.A 
MV633 P O.A 
MOROAUNT SHORT 

FULL RANGE P.OA 
MONITOR AUDIO 

FUll RANGE P.O.A 
PIONEER 

CLD2600 £229.95 
VSA740 £349.95 
VS701 S P.O.A 
VSAD802S P. 0 A 
VSX452 P.OA 
CLDI850 P.O.A 
CLD2850 P 0 .A 
CLDM5 P.O.A 

ROTEL 
RB956AX £324.95 
RSP960AX £399.95 

SONY 
TAN220 £159.95 
STRD590 £189.95 
STRDSIISYS £189.95 
STRD790 £199.95 
STRD611 P.O.A 
TAAV570B P OA 
TAN55ES £299.95 
MDP650 P OA 
TAAV670 £379.95 

TANNOY 
FUll RANGE P.O.A 

TECHNICS 
SAG530 P.O.A 
SAGX550LK P.O.A 

YAMAHA 
DSPA500 P.OA 
DSPA I 000 P.O.A 
DSPA2070 P.OA 
DSPE200 P.O.A 
DSPE I 000 P.O.A 
RXV470 P.OA 
DSPA970 P.O.A 
NSE80 P.O.A 
NSC80 P.OA 
NSCIIO P.OA 

TUNERS 
AIWA 

XT003 £99.95 
CAMBRIDGE 

T50 £79.95 
DE NON 

TU260l £119.95 
TU560l £159.95 
TU580 P.OA 

KENWOOD 
KTI030L £79.95 
KT2030L £89.95 
KT6040 £119.95 
KT3050LED £129.95 
KT7020 £129.95 

MARANTZ 
ST35l £99.95 
ST50l £139.95 
ST40 £119.95 
ST72LED £199.95 

NAD 
402ED £149.95 

NAKAMICHI 
ST2ED £199.95 

PHI LIPS 
FT910 £79.95 
FT930 £99.95 
FT920 £99.95 

PIONEER 
F20ll £79.95 
F202l £99.95 
F676 £129.95 
F550RDS £129.95 
F40ll £129.95 
FJOIRDS £149.95 

ROTEL 
RT930AX £159.95 
RT950BX £199.95 

SONY 
STS211LB P.O.A 
STSI70 £99.95 
STSJIILB P.OA 
STS570ES £169.95 
STS505ES P.OA 
STS770 ES £199.95 

TECHNICS 
ST610LED £99.95 
STG630RDS P.OA 
STGT550 P.OA 
STG90LKED £199.95 
STGT650 P.OA 

YAMAHA 
TX550 £99.9 5 
TX350 £129.95 
TX950 £149.95 

RECEIVERS 
DE NON 

DRA435 £199.95 
DRA345R £249.95 
DRA545R £319.95 

JVC 
RX506VBK £199.95 

KENWOOD 
KRA5040 £199.95 
KRV6050 £289.95 
KRV7050ED £349.95 

NAD 
701/705 £249.95. 

PIONEER 
SX777 £199.95 

SONY 
STRD311 P.OA 
STRD390 £179.9 5 
STRD590 £189.95 
STRDSIISYS £189.95 
STRD790 £199.95 
STRD711 P.OA 

TECHNICS 
SAGX530LK P.OA 
SAGX130DLK£159.95 
SAGX230DLK£199.95 
SAGLX550LK P.O.A 
SAGX350LK £329.95 

YAMAHA 
RX550 £199.95 
RXV470 P.O.A 
RX360 £359.95 

AKA I 
DX57 £199.95 
GX95 11 £329.95 

AIWA 
ADF410 £99.95 
ADF450 P.OA 
ADWX828ED£169.95 
ADWX929ED£199.95 
ADF850 P.O.A 
ADF810 £169.95 
XKS7000 £299.95 

DE NON 
ORM510 £99.95 
ORM540 £159.95 
DRM610 £169.95 
DRS810 P.OA 
DRW760 £249.95 
DRM71 0 £259.95 

KENWOOD 
KX3050 P.OA 

KX5050 P.OA 

KX5030 

KXW8040 
KX9050S P O.A 

MARANTZ 
S052 £139.95 
SD62 £149.95 
SD63 £229.95 
SD53 £269.95 

NAKAMICHI 
DRJED £249.95 
DR3 £289.95. 
DR2 £469.95 
DRI £699.95 

PHI LIPS 
DCC900 £249.95 

PIONEER 
CTS210 £69.95 
CTS310 £89.95 
CTW420R P.O.A 
CTS410 £149.95 
CTS320 £149.95 
CTW620R P.O.A 
CTS520 £169.95 
CTS510 £169.95 
CTS620 £199.95 
CTS810 £199.95 
CTS610 £199.95 
CTW820R £249.95 
CTS900S £299.95 

SONY 
TCFX170B £69.95 
TCK370 £119.95 
TCK311ED £119.95 
TCK490 £149.95 
TCK4ll £149.95 
TCK470 £149.95 
TCK590 £149.95 
TCWR435 £169.95 
TCWR535B £169.95 
TCKSIISEO £199.95 
TCWR635S £209.95 
TCC5 £229.95 

TCK611S P.OA 
DTC690ED £4.49.95 

TECHNICS 
RSBX404ED £139.95 
RSTR232KED £139.95 
RSTR333KED £159.95 
RSBX646KED £179.95 
RSTR515KED £199.95 
RSBX7 47KED £249.95 

YAMAHA 
KX260ED £99.95 
KXW162 £149.95 
KXW262 £149.95 
KX360ED £139.95 
KX650ED £169.95 

TURNTABLES 
DUAL 

CS431 £59.95 
CS435 P.OA 
CS503/2 P.OA 
CS505/ 4 P.OA 

KENWOOD 
KD491F P.OA 
P26 £79.95 

SONY 
PSLX 1 OOB £54.95 
PSLX 1508 £99.95 
PSLX431B £149.95 

TECHNICS 
SLDB22K P.O.A 
SLQD33K P.OA 
511200 £299.95 
511210 P.O.A 

SPEAKERS 

CEL 9 
CEL 15 
3000 
5000 £399.95 
CERWIN VEGA 
AT 40 £249.95 
AT60 £299.95 
AT80 £399.95 
VSIO P.OA 
VS12 P.OA 
ATIOO £499.95 

JPW 
MINIM WL £49.95 
MINIM BL P.OA 
SUBWOOFER P.OA 
SONATA WL £69.95 
SONATA BL £99.95 
PI £169.95 
AP2 £169.95 
AP3 £179.95 

MISSION 
760; £129.95 
780 £129.95 
760;SE £149.95 
761; £179.95 
780SE £239.95 
762; £249.95 
781 £249.95 
763 £379.95 
764; £479.95 
765; £679.95 
STANDS £59.95 
MONITOR AUDIO 

MA7 £239.95 
STUDS. £349.95 
MA800GOlD R0£399. 95 
MA l4GII £399.95 
MA800GOlD Bl £4 29.9 5 
STUD 6 £599.95 
STUD 10 £799.95 
MA 1800 £799.95 
STUD 15 £899.95 
MOROAUNT SHORT 

MS5.10.SBL £49.95 
MSIO P.O.A 
MS5.10 BL £99.95 
MS20 P.O.A 
MS30 £169.95 
MS5.50RO £329.95 
MS5.50BL £349.95 
MS40 P.O.A 
MS50 P.O.A 

NAD 
802 £149.95 
804ED £289.95 

SONY 
SSA505 £49.95 
SS85E P.O.A 
SS 125E P.O.A 
APM181ES £199.95 
SSS70ES £319.95 

TANNOY 
603.2ED £99.95 
605.2ED £129.95 
607.2ED £169.95 
609.2ED £199.95 
611.2ED £349.95 
613.2ED £499.95 
615. 2ED £599.95 

WHARFEDALE 
Delta 30 11 £59.95 

AKA I 
MX92 £269.95 
MX570 £349.95 
MX670 £399.9 5 
MX770 £449.95 
MX970 £499.95 

AIWA 
NSX270 £229.95 
LCX9 P.O.A. 
NSX340 £249.95 
NSX360 £249.95 
LCX7 £269.95 
LCXIO P.OA 
NSXD606 £299.95 
NSX500 £329.95 
NSXD707 £399.95 
NSXD909 £449.95 

DE NON 
D65 P.OA 
D70 £449.95 
DIOO £499.95 
D90 P.O.A. 
0110 P.OA 
0250 P.O.A 

JVC 
UX1 £229.95 
UX A3 £259.95 
UXT1 £259.95 
UXA5 £319.95 
ADAS20 P.O.A. 
ADA 52 £299.95 
UXA4 £299.95 
ADA530 P.OA 
ADA 53 £349.95 
ADA 54 £399.95 
ADA 56 £469.95 
ADA G7 £699.95 
ADA G9 £899.95 

KENWOOD 
M5A7 £299.95 
UDJOI £339.95 
UD351M £389.95 
UD500 £399.95 
UD551 M £539.95 
UD701 £599,95 
UD751 M £649.95 
UD901 £699.95 
UD951 M £849.95 

PIONEER 
N33 £249.95 
N53 £349.95 
N53M £399.95 
N63T £399,95 
N73T £449.95 
N73M £499.95 
N93T £699.95 
N93M £799.95 

SONY 
MHC450 £299.95 
MHC550 £329.95 
MHCSIOCD £329.95 
MHC650 £379.9 5 
MHC71 OCD £399.9 5 
MHCCSOCD £449,95 
MHC2900 £499.95 
MHC2800CD £499.95 
MHCC70CD £539.95 
MHC3800CD £599.95 

TECHNICS 
5CCH550 £399.95 
5CCH404 £429.95 
SCCH650 £449.95 
5CCH505 P. 0 A 
5CCH655 £499.95 
SCCH750 £749.95 
SCCH9 50 £799.9 5 

D;omond SED £69.95 AKA I CRS3 £89
·
95 

M55CD £249.95 

MIDI SYSTEMS 

CRS5 £129.95 FX430CD £299.95 
425 £129.95 FX630CD £349.95 
CRS7 £199.95 FX830CD £449.95 
CRS9 £299.95 AIWA 

Y AMAHA �b38oo m��� 
BOWERS & WLLKINS NSB50 £129.95 ZD5000M £449.95 
DM6001MP £139.95 ZD7000M £599.95 
DM6101MP £189.95 JVC 
DM6201MP £299.95 KENWOOD W37CD £299.95 

CELESTION GE 4030 £149.95 W58CD £399.95 

CELl £49.95 GE 7030 £199.95 
W��R.wJ8ij95 

CEL 3 £89.95 SONY CM5ES £79.95 

��f f iM 
£
��� �� SEQ411 £99.95 ��fES £m�� 

DITION 1 £139.95 TECHNICS SN900 £219.95 

DITION 2BL £149.95 SHGE70EK P.O.A M28 P.OA 

CEL 7 £169.95 SHGE90K POA �$ �!g� �� 

BY UPTO 

£25 
PffOIE IOR Dn'AI&.S 

£499.95 
£599.95 
£699.95 
£799.95 

M97 £949.95 
PIONEER 

JIO £349.95 
J20 £399.95 
JIOM £399.95 
J30 £449.95 
J20M £449.95 
J30M £499.95 
J4M £599.95 
J3M £599.95 
J40 £599.95 
J40M £649.95 
J50 £699.95 
J50M £799.95 

SONY 
C108CD £269.95 
CI09CD £299.95 
C190 £329.95 
(195 £379.95 
C159CD £399.95 
C209CD £399.95 
C259CD £449.95 
C359CD £549.95 
C559CD £599.95 
C759CD £699.95 

TECHNICS 
CDXI20 £499.95 
CDX320 £599.95 
CDX520 £599.95 

ctt.tMttlil·]�iiJ>1 
AIWA 

XC300 P.O.A 
XC750 £129.95 
XC950' £149.95 

DE NON 
OCD690' £129.95 
OCD595' £179.95 
OCD695 £199.95 
OCD890' £269.95 
OCD1290' £329.95 
OCM340' £349.95 
OCD2560' £599.95 

KENWOOD 
DP5040 £129.95 
DP2050 £149.95 
DP3050 £179.95 
DP5050 £229.95 
DPM6650 £239.95 
DP7050ED £249.95 

MARANTZ 
CD53 P.OA 
CD4211 £169.95 
CD5211ED £169.95 
(05211 P.O.A 
CD63 P.O.A 
CD52 11SED £229.95 
CD5211SE P.O.A 
CD72 £269.95 
CDIO P.OA 

NAD 
SOlED £149.95 
502ED £179.95 

NAKAMICHI 
CD4 £239.95 

PHI LIPS 
CDI62 £69.95 
CDI64 £89.95 
CD692 £99.95 
CD732 £119.95 
CD930 £129.95 
CD920 £129.95 
CDC935 £169.95 

PIONEER 
PD201 £99.95 
PD202 £119.95 
PD$501 £149.95 
PDS601 £149.95 
PDM602ED £169.95 
PD$701 £179.95 
PDS702 £179.95 
PDS801ED £199.95 
CLD2600 £229.95 
PDS802 £269.95 
PDS901 £299.95 

ROTEL 
RCD945AX' £229.95 
RCD965 £299.9 5 
RCD965BXLE £399.95 

SONY 
CDPM33 £69.95 
CDPM43 £99.95 
CDP497 £99.95 
CDPM54 £99.95 
CDP597 £129.95 
CDP797 £129.95 
CDP311 EO £129.95 
CDP411ED £149.95 
CDP791 £169.95 
CDP711ED £169.95 
CDP911 £229.95 
CDPX303ES' £449.95 

TEAC 
CDP3500 £149.95 
VRDSIO £699.95 

TECHNICS 
SLPJ38 £99.95 
SLP420 £99.95 
SLPG340ED' £129.95 
SLP520A £129.95 
SLPG440ED' £139.95 
SLP620AED £149.95 
SLPS900 £199.95 
SLPG540AK' £199.95 
SLPS740AK' £249.95 
SLPS840AK' £419.95 

YAMAHA 
CDX460 £99.95 
CDX560 £129.95 
CDX470 £149.95 
CDX570 £149.95 
CDX660 £169.95 
COC635 £169.95 
CDX860 £169.95 
CDX670 £199.95 
CDX870 £199.95 

MON ·SAT 9·6 pm FRIDAY 7 pm 

CLOSED THURSDAYS 
r-------------------, 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 

ALL PRICES SPECIAL TO HI·FI CHOICE READERS. USE COUPONS TO QUALIFY 
VA I. FREE PERSONAL ORDERS WELCOME. PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE E. & O.E. 

All SYSTEMS AVAILABLE WITH SPEAKERS FROM £20 A PAIR. E.D.: EX DISPLAY FULLY GUARANTEED 

I I 
I I 
I I 

------------------------------------
MAIL ORDER CUT OFF COUPON 

I I 
L-------------------� -----

Please add £6 per item for insured Securicor deliveries. 

P lease supply (make/model) ............................................................ .. 

·················································································································· 

I enclose Cheque/P.O . ........................................... Payable "Hyper·fi" 

Mastercard or 
Visa No. 

EXPIRY DATE 

I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 
Name ..................................... Signature .............................................. . 

Address ................................................................................................. . 

............................................................................. Postcode .................. . 

Daytime/Works Tel: (STD CODE) •••••••• No ...................... .. 



The Selection Is Ours .... 

Naim Pioneer Den on Mission Vamaha 

Sony Technics Canon Cyrus RE L �,:: 

Marantz Audio lab Rega Celestion Meridian 

Rote I Panasonic Heybrook A ream 

The Choice Is Yours. 

KA9FOKD.S 
SOUND ADVICE • PERFECT VISION 

Bath 
12 James Street West. Telephone: (0225) 446245 

Bristol 
52 Gloucester Road. Telephone: (0272) 428247 

Exeter 
28 Cowick Street. Telephone: (0392) 218895 

Plymouth 
107 Cornwall Street. Telephone: (0752) 226011 

Torquay 
6 Fore Street, St Marychurch. Telephone: (0803) 326723 

Windsor 
43 King Edward Court. Telephone: (0753) 856931 



... 

"· 
Model 1il 

Sony Compacl 1 09CD 400 
Sony Compacl 159CD 450 
Sony Compact 209CD 500 
Sony Compact 259CD 550 
Sony Compact 359CD 600 
Sony Compacl 559CD 750 
Sony Compact 759CD 1100 
Sony MHC 2800CD 550 
Sony MHC 3800CD 750 
Sony MHC 51 OCO 380 
Sony MHC 710CO 450 
Sony MHC C50CD 500 
Sony MHC C?OCD 600 
Technics CO-X120 700 
Technics CO-X320 BOO 

900 
500 
580 
650 

Key to tuners 
Price ·typical retail, to nearest pound. 
Bands- FM- VHF, stereo and hi-fi 
capable, M- Medium wave, low Quality, 
mono, l-long Wave, low quality, mono, 
N - Nicam digital TV stereo sound. 
Presets- total number of presets on all 
bands. 

go � " 

g 
• 
� Size 

CD,R,Tu,2T 25 35,48,34 
CD.R,Tu,2T 25 35,55,39 
CD.R,Tu,2T 30 35,55,33 
CD.R,Tu.2T 30 35,55,38 
CD.R,Tu.2T 50 35,55,38 
CO,R,Tu,2T 50 35,58,38 
CD,R,Tu,2T 80 35,71,38 
CD.lTu.3T 40 22,35,27 
CD,lTu.3T 50 22,39,28 
CD,T Tu.3T 25 22,28,26 
CD.lTu.3T 40 22,28,26 
CD.T Tu,3T 30 22,33,32 
CD.lTu,3T 40 22,39,31 
CD,R.2T 40 36,41,32 
CD.R.Tu.2T 50 36,41,32 
CD.R.Tu.2T 60 36,41,32 
CD.R Tu.2T 35 27,42,34 
CD�R2T 35 27,42,34 
CD.R 2T 50 27,42,34 
CT.R.2T 50 27,42,34 

50 27,42,34 
60 27,42,34 
50 28,33,34 

ADS - Radio Data System, which provides 
station lOs and sometimes other data on 
the FM waveband. 
Size - width x height x depth in cm. 

Products highlighted in red have been 
tested in HI-FI Choice. Please refer to 
The Directory on page 121 for full test 
results. 

Special 

Full remole 
Five·disc CD 
Five·disc CD, electronic EO 
Five·disc _eo, separate components 
Five·disc CD, Dolby Pro Logic 
With MiniOisc, two component system 
With MiniOisc, UK sound 
Full remote 
Electronic EO 
With MiniOisc, live·disc CD 
With MiniDisc, five·disc CD 
Midi, including speakers 
Midi, including speakers, Dolby 8/C 
Midi, including speakers, basic NV 

Mini, including speakers 
Mini Karaoke, including speakers 

Namable inputs, gain switch, remote 
RDS text & clock, remote 

Radio text, remote 

Autoseek, mono switching 

HI-FI CHOICE BUYER'S GUIDE 111 

Key to turntables, arms and cartridges 
Price - typical retail, to nearest pound. 
Speeds · 33, 45 and/or 78 revolutions per 
minute. 
S/A/M - A- Auto, that is, automatic play 
initiation, and arm return at end of side. 
S- Semi, arm lift or arm return at end of 
side. M - Manual. 
Size - width x height x depth in cm. 

NIA 
N/A 
NIA 

Special - MM - moving magnet (output 
typically 1 mv/cm/sec), MC - moving coil 
(output typically 0.1 mvtcm/sec). 

Products highlighted in red have been 
tested in HI-FI Choice. Please refer to 
The Directory on page 121 for full test 
results. 

43,9,30 Station naming 
RDS EON, 'Autobetical' selecl 

Semi-pro disco deck 
Top ol the range model 
With parallel tracking arm 
With Romeo uni�ivq.� arm 
lnc MMC2 cartridge, RIAA preamp 
Belt drive, high mass, four point suspension 
Includes suction platter 
Acrylic base, four point suspension 

Includes Rega _RB300 arm 
Comes with RB250 arm 
Split-plinth design 
Graphite bearing & platter 
Turntable 
Turntable 
751b alloy or graphite platter 
1501b platter. graphite top 
Turntable 



11a HI-FI CHOICE BUYER 'S GUIDE 

Model 
� 
!i 

,, 
260 

Rega Planar 78 198 

RTvelin Audio Eclipse 15g5 

�an Radius 495 

695 

Roksan TMS 2500 

�i SR·211GMkll 180 

��odPF1470 90 

Sherwood PS1870 70 

SME Model20 2683 

�Modei20A 3763 

SME Mooel30 10166 

�0<1ei30A 11399 

PSLX1504 80 

Sony PSLX431B 150 

136 

Systemdek V920/Moth 235 

230 

330 

Technics SL ·1200Mkll 400 

Technics SL·1210Mkll 400 

Technics SL -8020 130 

Technics SL ·B022 150 

Thorens T0-166 VI!UK 270 

300 

Thorens TD· t 66 VI/UK 200 

Tl10rens TD·I80/AT91 180 

700 

1�rens T0-280 IV!UK 200 

Thorens TD-3001/UK 770 

630 

Thorens T0-520 900 

T ownshend M kill Rock 799 

I IJIIItllr 11!11'·'<1:"<·�. 3368 

.. :. 6500 

Voyd, The 1570 

VPI HW-19Mk3/PLC 2150 

VPI HW-19Mk4/PLC 2950 

VPI TNT Junior 3795 

VPI TNT Series 3 6500 

Wilson Benesch 1550 

Model l-.. 

1=7 

30 

40 

50 

50 

I� 
;; 

1395 

I V 2950 

944 

��:�-;:���:� �;:��3 

13 

104 

19 

Audio T echnica AT ·1 01 El 20 

Audio Technica AT-110E 24 

I� 
146 

40 

62 

619 

�--
500 

1295 

Audioquest B200L 
� 

800 

Audioquest MC5 250 

B&OMMC1 N/A 

8&0 MMC2 N/A 

B&OMMC3 N/A 

8&0 MMC4 N/A 

8&0 MMC5 N/A 

Benz-Micro MC·3i 850 

I ��=· �icro The Glider 550 
1 8enz-Micro L040 700 

Benz-Micro M090 700 

Benz·Micro Wood Ref I tOO 
Benz-Micro Ruby Ref 1400 

Benz Micro H200 700 

il-
100 

70 

,,. 90 

200 

., 
3368 

Key to turntables, arms and cartridges Special - MM . moving magnet (output 
Price -typical retail, to nearest pound. typically 1 mv/cm/sec), MC-moving coil 
Speeds - 33, 45 and/or 78 revolutions per (output typically 0.1 mV/cm/sec). 
minute. 
S/AIM -A-Auto, that is, automatic play 
initiation, and arm return at end of side. 
S -Semi, arm lift or arm return at end of 
side. M -Manual. 
Size -width x height x depth in cm. 

go ... 
" � � !!I Size 

33/45 M 45,13,37 

78 M 45,13,37 

33/45 M 45,13,38 

33/45 � 46,12,35 

33/45 M 45,13,36 

33/45
" 

M 46,12,35 

33/45 A 43, 9, 33 
33/45 A N/A 

33/45 s N/A 

33/45 M 42,16,32 

33/45 M 42,15,32 

33/45 M 45,22,35 

33/45 �I 45,22,35 

33/45 s 43,10,36 

33/45 A 43,11,36 

33/45 M N/A - -
33/45 �I N/A 

33/45 �I N/A 

33/45 �I N/A ----
33/45 M 43,10,38 

33/45 M 46,17,36 
33/45 s 43,10,38 
33/45 s 43,10,38 

33/45 M N/A 

33/45 M N/A 

33/45 M N/A 

33/45/78 s N/A 

33/45 s N/A 

33/45/78 s N/A 

33/45 M N/A 

33/45 M N/A --
33/45/78 s N/A 

33/45 M N/A 

33/45 M 51,16,42 

33/45 M 51,16,48 

33/45 M 51,16,42 

33/45 M N/A 

33/45 M N/A 

33/45 M N/A 

33/45 M N/A 

33/45 M N/A 

go ... 
" .. 
� :& 

!!I Size 

· = 

........ 

........... 
= 

I='= 
= 

-

., . , ' 
33/45 M 51,16,42 

Products highlighted in red have been 
tested in HI�FJ Choice. Please refer to 
The Directory on page 121 for full test 
results. 

Special 

Includes RB300 arm 

As Rega Planar 2, 78 only 

Motor unit 

Motor unit 

As above, w1th Roksan arm 

Reference motor unit 

Budget turntable with arm 

Budget turntable with arm 

Budget turntable with arm 

Precision turntable 

As above, with SME Series V arm 

Flagship turntable 

As above, with SME Series V arm 

Player, with MM cartridge 

Player, auto rec size select 

Semi-suspended deck 

As above with RB250 arm 

Fully suspended desrgn 

As above with separate PSU 

Quartz DD, includes T 4P cartridge 

Quartz DD, no cartrrdge 

Belt drive, includes T 4P cartridge 

Belt drive, includes T 4P cartridge 

With Thorens TP50 manual arm 

With Rega RB250 arm, no cart 

Blank arm board, cut to shape, belt 

Elelt drive, inc Stanton 500 cart 

Includes Thorens TP90 arm, no cart 

Electronic belt drive, inc AT95 cart 

Suspended , Rega arm no cart 

No arm, various armboards available 

Thorens TP90, pitch control, no cart 

Headshell end arm damping 

Upgraded standard Voyd 

Turntable, polycarbonate platter 

Original three-motor model 

External PSU, belt driven 

As above, TNT platter/bearing 

Poor mans TNT Series 3 

Unique platter and drive 

High-tech turntable 

Special 

I MM, conical stylus I MM, as C77, metal body 

1 MM, elliptical stylus I MM, as E77, metal body 

I ��: :,r

�
f

�; �;:�I

s 

body I Low output MC, silver wired 

I �; :��
�

li���r

n

s��: 
PSU 

1 MM, removable spherical stylus 

I MC, elliptical stylus I MM, removable stylus 

MM, T4P, removable stylus 

MM, I 

I MC, elliptical stylus I MM, removable stylus 

MM, removable stylus 

MC, nude micro linear stylus I MC, boron cantilever 
I MC, boron tube cantilever 

MC, boron tube cantilever 

MC, high output, line contact 

MM, Contack Line stylus 

MM, Contact Line stylus 

MM, elliptical diamond 

MM, elliptical diamond 

MM, elliptical diamond 

MC, 0.35mV output 
MC. 1 mv output 

MC, 0.4mV output 

MC, 0.9mV output 

MC, 0.35mV output 

MC, 0.3mV output 

MC, 2mV output I MC cartridge I MC, elliptical stylus I MC cartridge 

. MC_,_Elllij)IIC_al stylus 

1 ,... I 

Upgraded standard Voyd 

Model 

N'ham Tracer Ill 

N'ham Tracer � 
Nagaoka MP-11 

Nagaoka TS11 

Nagaoka TS12 Boron 

Ortofon 510 

1298 

649 

1995 

299 

399 

98 

175 

350 

550 

24 

70 

80 

Key to turntables, arms and cartridges 
Price -typical retail, to nearest pound. 
Speeds - 33, 45 and/or 78 revolutions per 
minute. 
S/AJM -A-Auto, that is, automatic play 
initiation, and arm return at end of side. 
S-Semi, arm lift or arm return at end of 
side. M -Manual. 
Size-width x height x depth in cm. 

i 

Special - MM -moving magnet (output 
typically 1 mv/cm/sec), MC -moving coil 
(output typically 0.1 mV/cm/sec). 

Products highlighted in red have been 
tested in HI-FI Choice. Please refer to 
The Directory on page 121 for full test 
results. 

Moving flux, high output 

Moving flux, lligh output 

Moving flux, high output 

Moving flux, high output 

Moving flux, high output 

Moving flux, high output 

MC 

Selected, re-tuned Red T 
High-output MC 

Rosewood bodied MC 

Metal alloy bodied MC 

As Aurora, sapphire cantilever 

MM cartridge 

MM cartridge 

MM cartridge 

MM cartridge 

MM, elliptrcal stylus 

MM, line contact stylus 

As MP-1 t, with boron cantilever 

MM canridge 

MC, gemstone body 



i 

turntables, arms and cartridges 
typical retail, to nearest pound. • 33, 45 and/or 78 revolutions per 

S/AJM ·A· Auto, that is, automatic play 
initiation, and arm return at end of side. 
S -Semi, arm lift or arm return at end of 
side. M · Manual. 
Size • width x height x depth in cm. 

Size 

Special - MM -moving magnet (output 
typically 1 mv/cm/sec), MC· moving coil 
(output typically 0.1 mV/cm/sec). 

Products highlighted in red have been 
tested in HI-FI Choice. Please refer to 
The Directory on page 121 for full test 
results. 

MM, elliptical stylus 
MM cartridge 
MM, fine line stylus 
MM, with headshell 
MM, with headshell 
MM, with headshell 
P-mount MM cartridge 

cartridge 
T 4P MM cartridge 
MM c�rtridge 
MM, line contact stylus 
T 4P MM cartridge 
T 4P MM cartridge 
T 4P MM cartridge 
T4P MM cartridge 
T 4P MM cartridge 
T 4P MM cartridge 
Hybrid MM 
Disco MM 
MM cartridge 
MM, elliptical stylus 
Hybrid MM 
Hybrid MM 
High output MM 
Professional MM cartridge 
MM, conical stylus 
MM cartridge 
Broadcast MM cartridge 
MM, line contaQ_stylus 
MM, line contact stylus 
_tAM for 78s 

MM, elliptical stylus 
Pr�ssional �'-'!Pherical stylus 
Professional MM, spherical stylus 
Professional MM�Pb�rical stylus 
Professional MM, spherical stylus 
MM, elliptical stylus 
MM, conical stylus 
MM, elliptical stylus 

MM, elliptical stylus 
MM cartridge 
Professional MM cartridge 
MM cartridge 
t:Jigll output MC 
Nude stylus variant of above 

M� cartridge 
MM cartridge 
MC as AF-1 
MC, transformer & preamp 

1400 
1395 

600 
1000 
1297 

650 

350 
794 

95 
139 
690 
330 
255 
2_79_ 
569 
582 
661 
424 

Key to turntables, arms and cartridges 
Price -typical retail, to nearest pound. 
Speeds -33, 45 and/or 78 revolutions per 
minute. 
S/NM -A-Auto, that is, automatic play 
initiation, and arm return at end of side. 
S-Semi, arm lift or arm return at end of 
side. M - Manual. 
Size -width x height x depth in cm. 

I Size 

I 

Products highlighted in red have been 
tested in HI-FI Choice. Please refer to 
The Directory on page 121 for full test 
results. 

vdH silver, top bearings 
1-piece titanium armtube 
vdH silver wiring 
Parallel tracking 
Damped unipivot 
Rewired version of U 

Solid core wired 
SME base 
Biaxial design 
Silver wired, pivoted 
Effective mass 13gm 
Effective mass 12.5gm 
Proprietary armbase 
9 inch armtube, polished finish 
12 inch armtube, polished finish 

Detachable headshell, 9 inch 
Detachable headshell, t 0 inch 
Detachable headshell, 12 inch 
Ultra-tow arm mass 5.0gm 
Ultra-low arm mass 5.0gm 

, fixed headshell 

As above with Cardas cable 
Carbon-fibre armtube, unipivot 
Pivoted 
As above, vdH wired 

T 
he information contained in the Hi-Fi Choice Buyer's Guide 

is supplied either by manufacturers or by distributors. 

Each month we contact all companies to ensure that the 

data is as accurate and up-to-date as possible. However, 

prices and specifications are subject to change due to 

circumstances beyond our control. 

Please let us know if you spot any ommissions or errors in the 

Buyer's Guide. 

r!ffl!l.!.ij •• !!.ftlftrtt!lrtf1M'fl$!Fif;l,,!ll§1§.1ft)lilji@dd,f!l§•l!ffi!.!,IW$)!1jfl 
350 - H1gh-output elliptcal MC �· '!�-��-----'-· ---·----�MMg= esii u=mn =ti Lu�=' ·· f=�· ed �Jhe== adshe�ll --�1 



350 EDGWARE ROAD, LONDON W2 1FA 

Tel: 071-402 2100 Fax: 071-724 7750 
Estd 1976 

PRICE PLEDGE 
WE WILL MATCH OR BEAT ANY 

AUTHORISED DEALER ADVERTISED PRICE 
AMPLIFIERS 

AUDIO INNOVATIONS 
Series 300 

Series 500 

Series 200 PRE .. 

Series 200 POW .. 

AURA 
VA50 .. 

VA100 .. 

VA100 C .. 

CAMBRIDGE 
P25. 

C70 PREIP70 POW 

DE NON 
PMA250111.. 

PMA35011 . 

PMA450. 

PMA480 r. 

HARMAN KARDON 
HK6150 

HK6250 

HK6350 R .............. . 

HK65 50 

HK1200 . 

KENWOOD 
KA10 30 

KA30 20 

KA40 40 

KA50 50 . 

MARANTZ 
PM32. 

PM44SE . 

MUSICAL FIDELITY 
AIM II 

NAKAMICHI 
IA1 

IA2 

IA3 

NVA 
AP35 

PIONEER 
A300 X 

A400 

A400 X. 

A60 2 

ROTEL 
RA9 20 AX 

RA9 30 AX 

RA9 35 BX 

RA9 40 BX ............ . 

RA9 60 8 X  

RA9 80 BX .  

RB9 60 BX . 

RC9 80 BX 

RB9 80 BX 

SONY 
TAF211 B .. 

TAF2428. 

TAF4428. 

TAF5 428. 

TECHNICS 
SUVZ220 . 

SUVZ320 . 

SUA600 .. 

SUA700 .. 

SUA800 . 

SUA900 .. 

SUVX9 20 

YAMAHA 
AX350. 

AX470 .. 

AX5 70 .. 

.£49 7.00 

.£9 9 9.00 

.£349.00 

. .£49 9.00 

.£249.90 

.£29 9.90 

.£349.90 

.£134.90 

.£375.00 

. .. £189.90 

.£219.90 

. .£249.90 

. .£219.90 

.£199.90 

£279.90 

.£39 9.90 

.£429.90 

.£279.90 

£129.90 

.£15 9.90 

.. £249.90 

.£349.90 

. .£119.90 

.£19 9.90 

.£29 9.90 

.£749.90 

....... £5 9 9.90 

...... £349.90 

.£29 5.00 

£229.90 

... £279.90 

. .£29 9.90 

.. £349.90 

.£147.90 

.£159.90 

.... £19 9.90 

.£249.90 

.... £29 9.90 

. .£39 9.90 

. .£210.00 

.£325.00 

.£425.00 

£149.90 

£179.90 

. . £249.90 

.£299.90 

..£10 9.90 

. ... £134.90 

.£19 9.90 

.£249.90 

.£329.90 

£39 9.90 

.£39 4.90 

.£114.90 

£239.90 

.£289.90 

TUNERS 
AURA 
TUSO 

DE NON 
TU260 L  

TU5 80 RO. 

HARMAN KARDON 
TU9 200 

TU9 400 . 

MARANTZ 
STSOL .. 

.£299.90 

.£119.90 

.£219.90 

.£219.90 

.£29 9.90 

. . . . £169.90 

*FREE DELIVERY 
THROUGHOUT UK 

MAINLAND 

ABOVE £250.00 

PIONEER 
F20 2L 

F40 1 RDS. 

F676. 

F5 50 ROS .. 

ROTEL 
RT79 30 AX . 

RT9 50 BX. 

RTC9 50 AX. 

SONY 
STS 211 LB 

STS 311 LB . 

STS50 5 ES 

TECHNICS 
ST610 LK 

STG630 ROS 

STG5 50 . 

STG650 

STG70 .. 

YAMAHA 
TX350 L .. 

TX470 . 

. £129.90 

£179.90 

. £19 9.90 

. £229.90 

. .. £15 9.90 

£19 9.90 

. £419.90 

£129.90 

£19 9.90 

£249.90 

£129.90 

£15 9.90 

. £189.90 

£229.90 

. £249.90 

.£129.90 

. £15 9.90 

I CASSETTE DECKS I 
AOF410 . 

ADF810 . 

XK5 7000 

ADWX828 

AOWX9 29 . 

DE NON 
DRS610 . 

DRS710 . 

DRS810 

ORW650 .. 

ORW760. 

KENWOOD 
KX30 50 .. 

KXW40 50 .  

KXW80 50 .  

NAKAMICHI 
OR1. 

DR2 .. 

OR3. 

. £119.90 

. £229.90 

£5 49.90 

. £19 9.90 

£229.90 

. £19 9.90 

£25 9.90 

£290.90 

£19 9.90 

£249.90 

£15 9.90 

. ... £169.90 

. ... £249.90 

£849.90 

£5 9 9.90 

£39 9.90 

I TURNTABLES I 
ALPHASON 
Sol o. 

Sonata. 

ARISTON 
Q Deck Pr o . 

TECHNICS 
SLB020 .  

SLBD22. 

SL0033. 

SL0033. 

SL1210 MII . 

THORENS 
TD180. 

T0166 VI. 

T0166 VI REGA . 

TD280. 

DE NON 
OC05 9 5 . 

OC0890 .. 

DCD1290 

HARMAN KARDON 
H0740011. 

H07450 . 

H0750011 

H075 25 . 

KENWOOD 
OP70 50 .  

MARANTZ 
C05 211 ............. . 

C05 211SE 

CD63. 

C072. 

CD72SE .. 

£439.90 

.£759.90 

. ... £20 9.90 

. .£129.70 

.£149.90 

.£15 9.90 

. .. £19 9.90 

. ..... £39 9.90 

. .£179.90 

£264.90 

. ... £29 9.90 

. .£229.90 

.£179.90 

. .. £269.90 

.£329.90 

.. £19 9.90 

.£219.90 

£25 9.90 

.£449.90 

.£29 9.90 

.£229.90 

... £29 9.90 

. ... £249.90 

... £449.90 

.£5 49.90 

DOLBY PRO·LOGIC EQUIPMENT 
DENON 
AVC15 30 . 

AVR1 000 

AVC30 20 

AVC35 30 

.£479.90 

..... £5 19.90 

.. £729.90 

.£9 9 9.90 

HARMAN KARDON 
AVR30 .. £9 9 9.90 

. £POA AVR15 

KENWOOD 
KP-V60 50 .. 

KR-V70 50 .  

KA.V8500 .. 

MARANTZ 
PM-700 AV. 

AV-500 RPE .. 

MA-500 POW . 

SR-73. 

SR-82. 

PIONEER 
VSX-45 2. 

RX20 2  

PIONEER 
CTS220 . 

CTS420 . 

CT9 5 . 

CTW420 R 

CTW620 R 

SONY 
TCFX211. 

TXK311. 

TCK411 

TCK511 . 

TCK611 

TCW435 . 

TCWR5 35 

TCWR635 S. 

TECHNICS 
RSBX40 4 

RSBX646 

RSBX747 .. 

RSTR232 .. 

RST0 333. 

RSTR5 15 .. 

RSTR777 

RSTR9 79 .. 

YAMAHA 
KX260 

KX360 .  

KX650 

KXW262. 

KXW362 .. 

KXW9 5 2. 

..... £349.90 

. .. £39 9.90 

. .£69 9.90 

.£449.90 

. . £5 9 9.90 

. ........ £249.90 

.£69 9.90 

.. £849.90 

.... £39 9.90 

..... £5 9 9.90 

£169.90 

. ... £249.90 

£9 9 9.90 

£19 9.90 

£249.90 

. .£9 9.90 

... £149.90 

£19 9.90 

£249.90 
£29 9.90 

£169.90 

£19 9.90 

........ £279.90 

£179.90 

£19 9.90 

. . £29 9.90 

.. £169.90 

£189.90 

£269.90 

£29 9.90 

£35 9.90 

£15 9.90 

£19 9.90 

......... £25 9.90 

£19 9.90 

. £249.90 

£49 9.90 

VSA-70 15 

VSA-080 25 

ROTEL 
RSP-9 60 AXPRE . 

RB-9 5 6AXPOW. 

SONY 
STR0-5 11. 

STR0-611 

TAAV-5 70 R  

TECHNICS 
SAGX5 50. 

SAGX350. 

YAMAHA 
RX-V470 . 

OSP-E200 . 

OSP-E1000 .. 

OSP-A9 70 .. 

DSP-A20 70 

NAKAMICHI 
C04 

MB3 .. 

PIONEER 
PDS50 2 .. 

POS70 2  .. 

PDS80 2  .. 

PDM60 2 . 

ROTEL 
RC09 45 AX 

RC09 5 5 AX 

RCD965BX 

RC09 65 BXD. 

RC09 65 LE .. 

RC09 65 BXLED .. 

SONY 
CDP311. 

COP411 

CDP335. 

COP711 ............. . 

CDP9 11 

COPX30 3ES. 

TECHNICS 
SLPG320 

SLPG440 

£49 9.90 

£5 9 9.90 

£39 9.90 

£325.00 

£279.90 

.... £329.90 

.... £39 9.90 

£449.90 

. . £329.90 

. .... £39 9.90 

£369.90 

£669.90 

£79 9.90 

.... £10 9 9.90 

.£379.90 

.£649.90 

......... £229.90 

.£29 9.90 

.£349.90 

.£269.90 

.£229.90 

.£19 9.90 

.£299.90 

.£349.90 

.£379.90 

.£39 9.90 

.£169.90 

.£19 9.90 

.£229.90 

.£249.90 

.£29 9.90 

.£5�9.90 

.£119.90 

£139.90 

Mail order; simply send your 

cheque together with your 

name and address, or phone 

your access or visa number. 

SLPG5 20 .  

SLPS700 

SLPS740 . 

SLPS840 

TEAC 
VRDS10 .  

YAMAHA 
CDX460 . 

COX5 60 .  

COX660 . 

. £15 9.90 

£219.90 

£249.90 

. £419.90 

£769.90 

£149.90 

£15 9.90 

. . £19 9.90 

LOUDSPEAKERS 
ACOUSTIC ENERGY 
A El. 

B+W 
200 1. 

200 2. 

OM600. 

OM610. 

OM620. 

Solid. 

SolidTeam. 

BOSTON 
40 4V. 

5 25 V  .. 

CASTLE 
Warwick. 

Ches ter ................. . 

CELESTION 
3 

9 .  

OL6 .. 

CERWIN VEGA 
VS8. 

VS10 

VS12 

DC10 

OC12 

HARMAN KARDON 
LS0200 . 

LS0300 . 

LSOSOO . 

INFINITY 
Ref 20 . 

Ref 30 . 

Ref 40 

Ref 50 

Ref 60 

Infinitesimal 

JPW 
MINIM. 

Sonata .. 

AP2 .. 

AP3 .. 

KEF 
K120. 

K140 .. 

010 .. 

M90 .. 

M100 

MISSION 
760i .. 

760is c 

762i .. 

7641. 

780 

781 

MONITOR AUDIO 
MIGol d .. 

M7-ll. 

M9 -ll. 

M14-l l . 

ROGERS 
LS2 A/2 

LS4 A/2 . 

LS6 A/2 . 

SNELL 
TYPE K .. 

TYPE J. 
TANNOY 
60 3 11 

60 5 11 

60 7 

611. 

613 11 

615 11 . 

TDL 
NFM. 

RTL1 

RTL2 . 

RTL3 

£763.75 

£119.90 

£15 9.90 

£179.90 

£239.90 

£39 9.40 

£229.90 

£129.90 

.£9 9.90 

. .. £149.90 

£229.90 

£5 9 9.90 

£179.90 

. .. £269.90 

. £184.90 

. ...... £249.90 

. £349.40 

£5 49.90 

£5 49.90 

£649.90 

£149.90 

£19 9.90 

£29 9.90 

£229.90 

£329.90 

£429.90 

£5 49.90 

... £749.90 

£329.90 

. .£79.90 

£114.90 

£179.90 

£224.90 

£169.90 

£239.90 

£19 9.90 

£249.90 

£349.90 

£129.90 

£149.90 

. ... £249.90 

£479.90 

. £19 9.90 

£249.90 

£189.90 

£249.90 

£289.90 

. £469.90 

£229.90 

. £29 9.90 

£39 9.90 

£49 9.90 

£769.90 

. £129.90 

. £169.90 

£189.90 

. £39 9.90 

£5 9 9.90 

£749.90 

£119.9 9 

.... £19 9.9 5 

£29 9.9 5 

£39 9.90 

LIMITED OFFER 

MARANTZ 
DD82 DCC MACHINE 

NOW ONLY 

£399.90 



The original and best review based hi-fi guide 

This is the legendary Directory, the second port of the new look Hi-Fi Choice Buyer's 

Guide, based entirely on comprehensive technical and subjective reviews. Each entry carries 

the weight of our exhaustive test procedures and should be read in conjunction with the prices 

and specifications given in our index starting on page 87. 

The Hi-Fi Choice Directory was 

conceived as a reference guide 

to all  the audio products 

reviewed by Choice that are 

currently available. The prod­

ucts are split into categories, 

each with its own introduction 

containing information about 

the product type and its appli­

cations. They are particularly 

relevant to the uninitiated first 

time buyer and help sort out 

the order of priorities when 

buying a piece of equipment. 

Each product along with its 

current retail price is placed in 

its respective category in alpha­

betical order. The prices of the 

products are updated on a reg­

ular basis, although it should 

be noted that our value ratings 

are based on the product's 

price at the time of review. 

Sound quality 
This column contains the rat­

ings for the standard achieved 

in our listening tests. The sound 

quality ratings range from Poor 

to Excellent. Their meaning and 

order are as follows: 

P Poor 
A- Average-
A Average 
A+ Average+ 
G- Good-
G Good 
G+ 

VG 
E 

Good+ 
Very Good 
Excellent 

With P being the worst and E 
the best rating within a section. 

One i m portant point to 

remember is that these cannot 
be used to compare products 
from different categories. For 

example, a cassette deck rated 
Excellent in sound quality will 

not usually offer the same stan­

dard of fidelity as a similarly 
rated turntable or CD player. 

How to use this guide 
Perhaps the most influential symbols in the Direaory are the little red 
triangles I found in the value column at the beginning of each entry 
where appropriate. 

Products that make the grade are awarded the Best Buy or 

Recommended accolade . 
: / A product carrying the Best Buy swingtag is of excellent quality and 

good value for money in its price category. 
Recommended products are runners up, but still definitely worth 

. considering within their price bands. 
Please note however, that an expensive Recommended product will 

nearly always sound better than an inexpensive Best Buy. An ideal situation 

would be to choose suitably priced I I Best Buy or 

I Recommended products from relevant categories and create a Best 
Buy system. But, due to the variety in tonal balance that eJ:<iSts in much 
audio equipment. and differences in taste, system building is unfortunately 

not that simple. These ratings make a useful guideline for shortlisting 
components, but only experiencing the actual combination will tell you 
whether it works for you. 

Finding that component 
Before you shop, follow our top eight tips for better buying: 
I. Check out the components' recommended retail prices in the Direaory. 
2. Find out as much as you can about the products you want by reading 

Hi-Fi Choice's reviews and lab tests. 

3. Visit local dealers that stock some of the brands you want to hear and 

try to find one that seems sympathetic to your needs. 

4. Don't discount a dealer's suggestions just because the products don't 

have rave reviews. 

5. Take your own software (records, CDs, tapes) along for a demonstra­

tion of the equipment that the dealer recommends. 

6. Listen at the sort of volume you would normally use at home -

systems often sound more impressive when played loud. 

7. If you are unsure about something or want to hear an alternative, just 

ask. 

8. Audition a system for a reasonable amount of time, say three quarters 

of an hour or so, before making a decision. 

Unless you have first genera­

tion masters of course. 

Comments 
The Comments column con­

tains a potted summary based 
on the original review, empha-

sising the salient points of a 

product's character and sonic 

performance. The space avail­

able doesn't allow for great 

detail but we have attempted to 
put across the essence of the 

review. Obviously, important 

information on compatibility or 

auxiliary equipment used in the 

test cannot be included, and we 

would advise you to refer to the 

original review for this. 

Please note that these com­

ments are those of our own 

reviewers and not, as is the case 

with some magazines, those of 
the manufacturer. 

Features 
Product features are shown 

with a combination of figures 

and blob charts, with headings 

at the top of each column indi­

cating the appropriate catego­

ry, a blob indicating the exis­

tence of a particular feature. 

There are different headings 

for each section and the more 

complicated categories are 

explained i n  the individual 

introductions. Where figures 

are used the unit of measure­

ment is shown in the heading. 

Back issues 
The final column contains a 

reference to the issue of Hi-Fi 
Choice which featured the com­

plete review. 

Index 
Amplifiers 123 
AV amplifiers 125 
Cables 125 
Cassette decks 129 
CD players 132 
CD transports 133 
DACs 135 
DAT players 135 
Headphones 137 
Loudspeakers 139 
Stack systems 145 
Tuners 147 
Turntables- Cartridges 147 
Turntables- Integrated 151 
Motor units 151 
Tonearms 151 
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MUSICAL IMAGES 
45 HIGH STREET 

HOUNSLOW 

MIDDLESEX TW3 lRH 

TEL: (081) 569 5802 
FAX: (081) 569 6353 

MAIN DEALERS FOR: 
ACOUSTIC ENERGY 

ADC OM 

AIWA 

AKA I 

AKG 

ALCHEMIST (KRAKEN) 

ALPHASON 

ARCAM 

AUDIO ALCHEMY 

AUDIO INNOVATIONS 

AUDIOQUEST 

MUSICAL IMAGES 
173 STATION ROAD 

EDGWARE 

MIDDLESEX HAS 7JX 

TEL: (081) 952 5535 

FAX: (081) 951 5864 

MAIN DEALERS FOR: 
MICROMEGA 

MISSION 

MITSUBISHI 

MONITOR AUDIO 

MORDAUNT-SHORT 

NAD 

NAKAMICHI 

NINTENDO 

0RTOFON 

PANASONIC 

PHI LIPS 

AUDIO TECHNICA 

AURA 

B&W NOT WITH ANY OTHER OFFER E. & O.E. S 081-569 5802 
PINK TRIANGLE 

PIONEER 

POLK 

PROJECT TURNTABLE 

QED 
QUAD 

REL 
ROGER$ 

ROKSAN 

ROTEL 

BANBRIDGE ACCESSORIES 

BANG & 0LUFSEN 

BEYER DYNAMIC 

BasE 

BOSTON 

CABLE TALK 

CANON 

CASTLE 

CELESTION 

CERWIN VEGA 

CHORD 

CYRUS 

DPA 

DE NON 

DUAL 

FOSGATE 

GOLDRING 

I-IARMAN KARDON 

I-IECO 

I-IEYBROOK 

INFINITY 

]AMO 

JBL 

JPW 

JVC 

KEF 
KENWOOD 

MARANTZ 

MAXELL 

MICHELL 

I•] 1 V (•I j{•I•J V tl ... .-. .. .-. ... z®IISQN-y; rt"·:;I'�-J 
AWARD WINNING AMPLIFIER PM44SE 

IDa .. antx• CD1 0 * * * * * 
HIGH END CD PLAYER What Hi-Fi? 

VP500 VIDEO PROJECTOR 
LCD MINI PROJECTION SYSTEM, ADJUSTABLE FOCUS, 
MULTI STANDARD, SUITABLE FOR 16.9 

JDa .. ant:z· CD63 CD PLAYER 

.... -- •·• - - -

--�-- - .}9.'.:.�::... � � � : �: ..,.. 
- - -

- 0 

. -

AWARD WINNING SONY. CASSETTE 
DECK 
TCK611S 

PRICE DROP 
FROM 1/4/94 

AWARD WINNING 
SONY. TUNER 
STS311LB 

INCLUDING DIGITAL DOLBY PRO-LOGIC 

SONV. TV'S & VIDEOS 
INCLUDING DOLBY PRO-LOGIC TV's 

ROYD 

RUARK 

5COTCH/3M 

SEGA 

5ENNHEISER 

5HURE 

SME 
SONY 

SOUNDSTYLE 

5PENDOR 

5TAX 

5YSTEMDEK 

T ANNOY PRESTIGE 

TARGET 

TEAC 

TECHNICS 

TDK 

THORENS 

TOSHIBA 

VAN DEN I-IUL 

WHARFEDALE 

YAMAHA 

AND MANY MORE 

E. & OE. 



Amplifiers 
Adcom GFP-55511/GFA-53511 

A Akai AM-47 

Akai AM-95 

Albarry AP4/S508 

A Albarry PP1 

Alchemist Kraken 

A Alchemist Kraken APD7/APD8 

AMC CVf3030 

A Arcam Alpha 6 

A Arcam Delta 11 OS/120.2 

A Arcam Delta 290 

A Art Audio Quintet 

Audio Innovations Series 200 

A Audio Innovations Series 30011 

A Audio Innovations Classic 25 

A Audio Innovations Series 700 

4 Audio Note Oto SE 

A Audio Note Ongaku 

A Audiogram M81 

A Audiolab 8000A 

Audiolab 8000C/8000P 

A Aura VA-1 00 Evolution 

A Aura V A-50 • 

A Beard Audio CA35/P35mkll 

Beard CA506 

Beard M70 

A Concordant Excetsior 

Conrad-Johnson PV -1 0 

A Conrad-Johnson Premier 7 

A cyaone Catalyst 
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Amplifiers 

T
he amplifier sits at the heart of the system, 

processing the outputs from all the various 

musrc sources as necessary and then dri­

ving the loudspeakers. These two (quite separate) 

functions are integrated into a single box at the 

low-to-middle price points; separated pre- and 

power amplifiers. even separate power supplies, 

become increasingly common as one moves 

upmarket. At the upper end of the specialist mar­

ket, valve amplifiers provide a popular alternative 

to the transrstor types amongst enthusiasts. 

are bleakly simple, avoiding all unnecessary fea­

tures to provide the most direct signal path in 

amplifiers invariably sound more powerful than 

their rating would suggest). 

There is a substantial difference between spe­
cialist (sound quality oriented) amplifrers and the 

consumer electronics style models. The fonmer 

the interests of best sound quality. The latter 

range from models with just basic tone controls 

and tape recorder switching. to those with elabo­

rate facilities such as graphic equalisers, remote 

control (including volume), sunround sound 

options etc. etc. 

We include our measured power output 

(RMS, 8ohm load, I channel dr-iven) -but again, 

paradoxically. this doesn't necessanly conrespond 

to the loudness capability of the amplifier. which 

has as much to do with the elegance of the over­

load characteristics within a given system (valve 

Apart from output the facilitres listing shows 

how many line (that is inputs besides those for 

phono cartridges) inputs a product has and 

includes tape inputs. The MM and MC blobs rndi­

cate which types of cartndge can be accomodat­

ed. Integrated, preamp and power amp indicate 

the type of amplifier reviewed, and in some 

instances that a pre/power combination has been 

tested. In such instances the price given is for 

both components. The remote control and head­

phone socket blobs indicate the existence of 

these facilities. 

850 A+ Tech111cally proficient pre/power saddled with a slightly hard and unsympathetic sound. 

230 G+ Plenty of widgets and an unexpectedly sharp, open and detailed sound. Looks ghastly but sounds strain free. 

630 A- A revamped version of the older AM-93 with newer onboard bitstream DACs. Its sound is just too eager, however 

850 A- A disappointing sound from a pre/power amp that's hamstrung by a variety of technical oversights. Albarry has done better. 

430 G+ Available with or without various MM/MC options, the 'basic' PP1 has an attractively warm, earthy sound. 

310 A Class-A objet d'art that's far too sensitive to RF interterence. Can sound cold and fierce as a result 

775 G A quirky Class A number with an equally warm and colourtul sound. Hardly accurate but entertaining nonetheless. 

529 A A well meaning and affordable attempt to mix transistors with valves, albeit one that only really shines with simple musical styles. 

300 VG A new MOSFET design with a subtle and melodic sound that takes a conservative view of powertul dynamics 

1070 VG Now in mkll guise this established combination has matured into a very articulate, powertul if dry-sounding amplifier. 

450 VG Combines the dryness and restraint of Arcam's older models wrth a refreshrng sense of detarl, dynamics and musical colour. 

1156 VG Switchable triode/ultralinear output stage. In triode mode these are 15 of the sweetest watts around. Surprisingly gutsy 

850 G Turns in a fuller and more substantial pertormance via MM rather than CD. Otherwise its sound can seem slightly bleached. 

500 G+ Under-powered and over-distorted yet capable of realising an open and captivatingly expressive sound. Sensitive speakers are a must 

699 G+ Warm, cuddly and immensely musical kit amp that almost transcends 'hi-li' with its sheer listenability 

999 G+ Valve amp that can turn the roughest of digital sounds into music, both understated and graceful. Sensitive speakers are a must 

1500 VG Transparent, very dynamic, excellent clarity and subtlety with limited power make for a very clean sounding amp 

43125 E A single ended, zero negative feedback, triode, line level integrated amp and a half. Probably the best amplifier in the world' 

500 G+ It'll successfully tackle the most difficult of speakers and still provide a very warm, rich and euphonic sound. 

450 VG Recent updates have maintained its competitiveness with a thoroughly refined, consistent and very drsciplined sound. 

1100 G Very distinctive, almost stark neutralrty that will not appeal to all listeners. Good value engineering, nevertheless 

300 G+ Might overheat when driving insensitive, tow-impedance speakers but was applauded for its sense of scale and drama via CD 

250 VG Superticially similar to the cheaper VA-40 but with much more of the old MA-80's magic' Great sound from a slimline package 

2390 VG Good build quality and finish and a characteristic valve sound make a first class amplilier capable of great musical enjoyment 

1695 G+ A versatile valve preamp, the bass sounded lively if a touch sonened, while the treble was detailed but lacked a little sparkle 

1995 G+ A substantial British monoblok power amplifier, but not a great deal more impressive than the P35 

1140 E Styling mrght not inspire confidence, but sonically this preamp is tremendously vivid and detailed. Real high-end pertormance 

1250 E Fabulous preamplifier. Beautiful imaging, superb detail, plenty of gain on the phono stage; classy build quality too. 

11000 E The 'Seven is designed without compromise, and is clearly one of the finest (valve) preamplifiers money can buy. 

1995 VG Exceptionally toad tolerant and very refined in delivery. Extra options available in future 
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A. Oenon PMA-250111 160 A- Pretty hrgh resolution for the price, occasionally looses its grip but is generally engaging.and enjoyable 55 • 121 

AA Denon PMA-450 250 G+ Denon's latest integrated amp swept the board with its big, brassy if somewhat extravagant sound. 

A DPA Digital DSP-200SIDPA-200S 1245 E The very dramatic but exceptionally detailed and transparent sound of this combination belies its modest power rating. 

A EAR 834 1,300 G+ Electrifying, pin you to your seat sound that puts the raw into raw power and brings electric guitars to life, but can be a bit wearing 

A EAR 802/509mkll 

EMF Audio Sequel 

Exposure XX 

A arman Kardon HK1400 

A A Harman Kardon HK6150 

A Harman Kardon HK6250 

Harman Kardon HK6550 

Harman Kardon HK6850 

ey rook C3/P3 

A Heybrook Signature 

A. Jadis JP30/JA30 

JVC AX-A342 

JVC AX-R562 

4200 VG Extremely well made and combining the sonic strengths of both transistors and valves this EAR combo warrants attention 

A fresh start for Mike Creek has resulted in the Sequel, a minimalist amp with a very refined but mildly restrained sound 

Line only integrated with good sense of timing but limited hi extension. Likely to be very system dependent. 

349 G+ 

625 A 

400 G+ 

200 G+ 

280 G+ 

430 A-

900 G 

1379 A 

2297 G+ 

HK's first line-only amplifier exudes a relaxed but confident sound that is only troubled by the most dense of recordings. 

Based on the older HK6100 but wrth a more solid, punchy and expressive performance that attracted considerable praise 

Heavily based on the cheaper HK6150, this version offers slightly more power with a similarly gutsy and expressive sound 

Follow up to 6500 is disappointing with grainy hf and limited depth. Quite powertul but ultimately not up to the mark 

This monster is derived from the HK6800 with a similarly deep and powertul sound but a rather steep price tag 

Heybrook has improved the manufacture of its power amp though flaws in the preamp's disc input remain 

A stunningly powerful and vivid-sounding combination which is equally impressive via vinyl or CD 

French tubes. Beautiful build, nostalgrc styling and delightful sounding midrange transcend limitations at frequency extremes 

170 A A value-conscious budget amp oHering plenty of power but a slightly untidy and inconsistent sound 

12204 E 

250 A- More fuss and bluster than detarl and dynamics was how one listener concisely described this less than wondertut model 

99 5 • 116 

48 5 124 

44 6 126 

100 63 

47 • 109 

43 121 

52 129 

44 • 109 

51 • 116 

69 • 121 

101 • 109 

146 104 

148 109 

30 60 

77 . 109 

90 • 121 
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/Jmp/itiers continued 
Product £Price Comments 

..6. JVCAX-Z1010 

Kelvin All 

.AA Kenwood KA-3020 

Kenwood KA-4050R 

Kenwood KA-5050R 

A Lecson Quatlra 

Linn Majik-1 

Magnum Quartet A 

.A. Magnum A-Class 

..6. Marantz PM-52SE 

Marantz PM-80mkll 

A Meridian 201/205 

.A. Moth Series 30 

.A. Musical Fidelity Preamp/Typhoon 

Musical Fidelity Tempest 

.AA NAD302 

.AA NAD304 

A Nakamichi IA-3 

..6. NVA AP20 

Onix OA22L 

Orelle SA-020.2 

..6. Philips FA-930 

Pioneer A-300X 

AA Pioneer A-400 

A ..A. Pioneer A-400X 

A QED A270CD/PA 

A QED C300/P300 

Quad 34 

Quad 66/606 

Rational Audio 

Ray Lumley Model 75 

Rega Elex 

A Rose RV-23 

&..6. Rotel RA"930AX 

A Rote! RA-935SX 

A Rote! RA-940BX 

A Rotel RA-960BX 

Rote! RA-980BX 

Rote! RC-980BX/RB-980BX 

AA Sansui AUX-417R 

A Sansui AU-X911 DG 

Sherwood Al-221 0 

Sonic Frontiers SFC-1 

Sugden A21a 

TEAC AX -1000 

TEAC A-X5000 

Technics SU-VZ220 

Threshold FET 1 Oe/SA-4 

Wharfedale 2050A 

Woodside ISA230 

Woodside SC26!STA35 

YBAintegre 

A YBA 1 pre/power amp 

.A. YBA 2 pre/power amp 

YBA 3 pre/power amp 

650 G+ One of the best behemoths: a big amp with a big, boppy and unmuddled sound and a couple of ancient 16-bit DACs for good measure' 124 

700 A This latest Absolute Zero strll sounds animated but also rather more synthetic and crude. it's also rather more expensive. 100 

6 

6 

170 G+ An unassuming little amplifier that turns in a remarkably balanced and entertaining sound. Lively, detailed and engaging 

280 A- Respectable but ultimately uninspiring model whose remote control is its main asset. 

350 A A listenable but neither particularly communicative or captivating amplifier that puts features ahead of sound. 

420 G Underpowered but with the flexibility of four independent power amps. Very deep, captivating sound with 3D soundstaging. 

600 A The cornerstone of Linn's modular hi-fi system has many innovations to its credit but its sound is vague and confused. 

329 A- An integrated model that incorporates four monobloks optimised for bi-wiring, but sound is sandy in the treble. 

599 G+ Lashings of rich and compelling music, trading a hint of lushness for stark accuracy. An unexpected find. Phono stage option 

300 G+ The SE premium pays for a degree of fluency that draws you into the music and keeps you there. Rather nice 

480 G- Less the revision and more an entirely new amp, this model sounds at its sweetest and most agreeable in the 31 W Class A setling 

1285 G+ A fine preamp with option of full system remote, plus competent monoblok power amplifiers with generally good pertormance 

66 

85 

103 6 

40 5 

33 6 

72 5 

55 

95 6 

130 5 

100 6 

587 G+ A modular system capable of crack1ng results. The passive preamp and power amp combination warrant a Best Buy in their own right. 35 

568 G+ A combination that plays everythrng close to its chest but bridge the power amp and you'll witness an explosion of detail. 

349 P+ Basic but lusty amp has a disturbingly bright and forward sound, accentuating strings and percussive detail above all e�se 

170 G+ A spritely and uplifting performance. Sounds loud but never intrusive or fatiguing. 

230 G+ Equally effective with CD and vinyl this is another successful and entertaining NAD amplifier for your shortlist 

1120 A+ One of the beefiest amplifiers we've ever tested. Unfortunately rt sounds too restrained and lightweight. 

350 G A minimalisl outing for the cassette heroes that's very confident rf a lad restrained . 

320 G+ Utilitarian amplifier sounds gentle and restrained but is euphonic and utterly engaging. Optional phono stage 

730 G- V1a MM disc this amp comes alive with a fresh and vibrant sound though its CD input sounds utterly dead by comparison. 

300 A+ Noth1ng genuinely unpleasant about this amplifier, simply that its hurried and lacklustre sound fails to spark the imagination. 

419 A Potentially system dependent this spl1t the panel but ultimately ehcrled only limited enthusiasm 

200 A+ Radical styling hides a digital switching facility plus full remote control over what is Phi lips' best effort to dale 

230 A+ This revamped version of the A-300 was also more confident sounding via CD than MM, yet our panel were still left unmoved. 

280 VG P1oneer's design concept snaps into focus with an amp that seems to bubble with musical detail. A budget bench-mark 

300 VG This looks like the established A-400 but uses new circuitry to encourage a gentler if no less enthralling sound. 

370 G+ Recent updates have bolstered the output of the A270 without add1ng to its colorations. The PA phono option is a touch expensive 

630 G A cost-effective combo, limited in its resolution but less beguiling as a result. Disc stage is sweeter but samey 

388 A Well-built durable preamp, filtering and above average tone controls but was found lacking in sound quality (viz: detail/dynamics) 

62 

62 

39 

50 

314 

6 

6 

62 3 

35 

60 

39 

86 6 

99 

55 

71 

68 

61 

58 

1515 G Amplifiers with a classic lineage but compromised by an equally dated, soft and undynamic sound. 138 6 

175 A+ Wacky Czechoslovakian amp offers a very open and fluid sound v1a CD but its MM performance depends on cartridge load impedance 129 

1995 G+ Valve monobloks represent good value. What they lack in musical subtlety they make up for in sheer muscle. 

359 A Min imalist amplifier that sounds too forward, hard and unforgiving for its own good. Shows plenty of promise, however. 

450 G+ Beautifully built British 'hybrid'. You can spend more to get a more transparent sound but it's hard to criticise at the price 

t 75 G+ This budget wonder captivated our listeners with its clean, vibrant and thoroughly involving sound 

225 G A line only winner that lets a lot of music through and never lets things get out of hand. Could be a touch more enthusiastic 

250 G Rotel's cheapest ·sx· amp prompted a mixed reaction, some finding it muddled while others thought it ·exceedingly musical' 

300 G+ If you like music to harbour a latent rather than blatant sense of power this amp's confident restraint could be just the ticket. 

430 A This integrated version of the 980BX pre/power is certainly very powerful but also lacks poise and subtlety. 

800 A Plenty of watls per pound, sound is expansive but lacks a sense of poise, of control and fine detail - a disappointment 

280 G+ Unusually clean and prec1se with more subtlety than is usually attributed to remote control amps. 

900 G+ At its best when used with the on-board MASH/PWM DAC where it sounds technically neutral but still emotionally charged 

80 P Lightweight in all respects this is better than you'd find on a midi and at least its reasonably painless. 

1500 G+ Smooth, sophisticated Canadian valve amp with a decent direct input and more features than average 

469 G The modern-day relative of Sugden's original Class A amp and one that offers a smooth, easy-going sound. 

180 A- Initially entertaining but ultimately unsatisfactory and rather short on high frequencies 

260 A- This amplifier is compromised by a grey and muddled sound that taxed the concentration of our listeners. Better via MM disc 

130 A- Cheap, cheerful and pretty flexible to boot the SU-VZ220 quickly sounds thin, splashy and relentless when the going gets tough 

11852 G+ Almost valve-like limpidity and excellent soundstaging are star qualities of the Threshold amps 

250 A- Loud and potentially aggress1ve amp that is reasonably detailed and clear. but ultimately a bit much like hard work 

900 A Smooth and inoffensive valve amplifier if one that lacks the sparkle and euphony required for a truly entertaining sound. 

3254 G+ Synergistic pairing with a cool, controlled sound, good locus and transparency. More about poise than grunt 

1199 G+ Audiophile spec French integrated with good resolution and nice phono stage. 

8000 E Well finished pre/power amp offers front rank stereo staging and transparency, and is capable of driving the most difficult loads 

3849 G+ Superbly finished with very good space and transparency, slightly softened bass. Needs transformer for MC cartridges 

2449 G This duo produced see-through, ethereal stereo images that were more convincing towards the centre of the soundstage 
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A/V amplifiers 
Denon AVC-3530 

Harman Kardon AVR30 

Kenwood KA-V8500 

Marantz PM� 700AV 

Philips FR940 

Pioneer VSA-D802S 

Sherwood RV-6010R 

Technics SA-GX550 

Yamaha DSP-A2070 

A/V amplifiers 

I 
n practice an NV amplifier provides all the 

standard CD. tuner. tape. aux and phone 

inputs offered by a standard ster-eo amplifrer. In 

addition many also incorporate an AM/FM tuner 

section which. strictly speaking. makes them NV 
receivers. 
More importantly a modern NV amplifrer 
includes a Dolby Pro Logic decoding chip along 

with extra circuitry to effect the rear channel 

delay. Naturally there's at least four channel's 

worth of amplification under the bonnet to feed 

the five loudspeaker outputs (Front L and R, 

THE DIRECTORY 

Centre and Rear mono L +R). Most also rnclude a 

line�level subwoofer output to enhance the rib� 

shaking impact of 'action' movies for example. 

Some NV amps offer other surround modes like 

srmulated stereo. Hall surround (L +R is fed to the 

rear) and Matrix surround (L-R is fed to the rear). 
Others use an element of Digital Signal Processing 
(DSP) to steer the Dolby Pro�Logic or pernnit a 

variable rear channel delay. This also opens up 

including options like jazz, Church, Hall and 

Stadium Surround modes which use different 

delay and steering levels to generate different 

999 VG A true heavyweight with a richly detarled sound and flexible features to match 

999 G+ Limited surround options are oHset by a very secure sound with excellent control over eHects. 

699 G- Can sound a lad forced and immediate but is remarkably well-equipped with digital soundfield options. 

450 A+ Sounds just great through front and centre channels but surround is very weak. 

450 A- Perhaps as a result of the mismatch between fronVcentre channels, the FR940 proved a great disappointment on dem. 

600 A- The disappointingly grey sound lacks attack and confidence, undermining the tension of movie soundtracks. 

350 A- Another NV amp with mismatched channels, creating a soft and ineHectual soundfield. 

450 VG A surprisingly gutsy and involving pertormance from a modestly-priced package. 

1100 G+ The ultimate in NV flexibility with full manual control over ever conceivable soundfield. 

C 
abies are not accessories but an integral 

part of your system. You can make do 

without accessories but no conventional 

system will function without cables. Inevitably 

some cables are greater than others. The best 

cable for your system will only be found 

through trial and error, but hopefully by com� 

bining our recommendations with those of a 

dealer you will end up with something that suits 

both your pocket and your system. Generally 

speaking budget to spend about ten per cent of 

the total system cost on cables. 

Analogue interconnects are the leads that 

connect source components to amplifiers and 

pre to power amps. The cables in this section 

are priced for a one metre terminated pair. 

Symmetrical indicates where a twisted pair of 

conductors are used. Coaxial means that there 

is a central 'hot' conductor and a shield that car� 

ries the negative signal. Stranded cables have 

multiple strands and solid core use individually 

insulated strand(s). Copper and silver indicates 

whether these metals are used as conductors. 

Digital interconnects connect CD transports 

'sound fields'. 

From left to right the headings below indicate 

how many watts per channel each amp has for its 

front. centre and surround outputs. Surround 

modes indicates how many different surround 

effects are available and includes DSP. The audio 
inputs are for both hi�fi and AV components. S� 
type and phone video inputs are for VCRs. 

Laserdisc players and CTVs. S�type being the bet� 

ter of the two . Subwoofer outputs are of the 

phone socket variety for active subs. and AM/FM 

tuner denotes if the unit is effectively a receiver. 

t42 141 46 10 . 125 

74 75 30 10 . 125 

62 63 37 10 11 125 

69 52 51 125 

180 24 24 . 125 

53 55 32 125 

99 3t 25 . 125 

48 48 49 0 . 125 

101 99 35 24 10 6 125 

to DACs, and are traditionally coaxial with a 

75ohm impedance. They come in optical and 

electrical varieties, the former being made of 

plastic or glass and the latter in coaxial or alter� 

native configurations. The prices shown are for 

a terminated linear metre 

Speaker �abies are used between the ampli­

fier and speaker. Our prices are for a terminat­

ed Smetre pair. Resistance and capacitance are 

indicated as low (L), medium (M) or high (H). 
Neither high resistance nor high capacitance 

cables are suitable for long runs. 

Analogue interconnects 
Audio Note AN-A 

Audioquest Ruby Hyperlitz 

A Audioquest Lapis Hyperlitz 

Audio Technica AT620 

Chord Chameleon 

A Chord Solid 

A Cogan-Hall lntermezzo Rei 

Cogan Hall Intermezzo E-M 

AA DNM Interconnect 

Goldring ·studio Quality' 

A lsoda Electric HA�08-PSR 

A Madrigal HPC 

Magnan Type Vi 

A Monster Inter! ink 500 

A Moth Ley Line Black 

Moth Ley Line Grey 

A Panasonic RP-CA9t 0 

A Silver Sounds 12/2 and 12/3 

Sonic Link Yellow 

29.50 A- A well-rounded and cuddly sound from a high-ish resistance interconnect. Lacks a sense of scale and dynamics 

70 A+ A crisp, fast and articulate-sounding cable if one that's a little too pointed for our listeners 

329 E An expensive cable that justifies its tag with a beautifully poised sound- natural, relaxed and very compatible. 

28 A Plenty of cable for the money but its pertormance is distinctly lightweight, lacking depth and subtlety 

59 A+ An unpredictable cable with an ·anomalous treble' that can sound harsh one moment and oddly recessed the next! 

115 VG What looks like a military RF cable actually provides a slightly forward but incisive and intimately detailed pertormance 

185 E A user-hostile cable with a tight, convincing bass allied to a very relaxed and involving mid/treble. 

320 G+ This bigger, thicker and thoroughly unwieldy 3-core version of the Intermezzo Reference actually sounds a little coarser 

40 VG Fresh, transparent and packed full of detail, this slither of a cable scored a direct hit with our listeners 

20 A- A bog-standard OFC coaxial cable that might otherwise be given away with a new amp or CD player. Cheap but nothing specral. 

199 G+ This odd-ball cables utilises a mix of copper, brass and aluminium strands to achieve a very distinct sound 

215 VG A very unusual cable design with a business-like approach to music-making that barely conceals its underlying 'fizz'. 

595 A+ With a series resistance some 500-1000 times higher than average, the furry sound of the Type Vi will alter from system to system. 

60 G+ Plenty of hype to keep the marketing bandwagon rolling plus a lively and lucid balance to cheer up the enthusiast 

100 G+ The cheapest of Moth's Ley Line series uses just two twisted conductors to achieve a very solid and confident sound. 

200 G+ The four twisted conductors of this cable actually mark a downturn in audio quality 

50 G This conventional coax employs plenty of hi-tech materials which encourage an even-handed balance. A good upgrade. 

99/150 VG Both these cables share a similarly open. transparent and dynamrc sound though the latter is arguably the better integrated 

60 A An interesting non-copper cable with an up-front sounded described as 'heavy-handed and pushy'. 
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MAKE SURE YOUR SYSTEM 

IS EVERYTHING IT COULD BE 

WITH A FREE TRIAL AUDIOQUEST 

HOME DEMONSTRATION CABLE KIT. 

Face it ... you probably already suspect that your cables aren't doing 

justice to your hi-fi system. 

But, the problem is, how do you choose the right cables to bring out the 

best in your system' Especially when you have to go w a dealer and 

audition them on a ditTerent system and in a room with ditTerent 

acoustics from your own. 

Now, there's an easier way. Those nice people at AudioQuest have 

come up with a solution that allows you to try ollt a whole host of their 

interconnect and speaker cables, in the comfort of your own home. 

What Hi-Fi' magazine's Trisha Mitchell-Vargas took up the challenge to 

see how much she could improve her system - without changing any of 

the components. She concluded: "It's like listening to different 

equipment. The improvement is enormous; the sound i� more cohesive, 

more worthwhile." (Wl1at Hi-Fi', October 1993.) 

To make sure you're getting the best from your system, all you have to 

do is pop into your local participating dealer and borrow an AudioQuest 

Home Demonstration Kit for a few days. (As you'd expect, the dealer 

may need you to provide some form of security.) The Kit contains full 

instructions for a home audition. Then, sit back and listen to your 

favourite music using different combinations of the AudioQuest cables, 

to see which gets the most noticeable improvement in sound quality 

from your system. We believe you'll be so impressed that you'll rush 

straight back w your dealer and buy them I 

Of course, you may find that your existing cables are perfectly adequate. 

In which case, simply return the Demonstration Kit to your dealer -

there's no further obligation. At least then you'll be sure that the sound 

you're getting from your system is everything it could be. 

To find out how, and where, to reserve your AudioQuest Home 

Demonstration Kit, telephone Arcam or write to Alasdair Patrick at the 

address below. 

audioqueste 

BRINGS YOUR SYSTEM TO LIFE 

964 

Arcam, Pembroke Avenue, Waterbeach, Cambridge, CBS 9PB 
Tel: (0223) 440 964. Fax: (0223) 863 384. 

AQ HFC 11/93 
Arcam is the sole UK distributor for AudioQuest. 
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Analogue interconnects continued 
Product £Price Comments 

99 G+ Another nickel-based cable but with a very much better-balanced sound than Sonic Link Yellow 

50 A+ Thanks to its high parallel capacitance this interconnect helps remove ultrasonic noise. Unfortunately it still sounds very odd' 

90 A+ A solid-sounding cable with a strong mid and bass but a disappointingly sat-upon treble 

36 G 6N-purity copper, aero-grade insulation and spaced solid-core conductors all add-up to a slightly bright but frisky sound 

63 G+ Praised by our panel for its lack of obvious vices, Quantum CD encourages a sweet and positive sound. 

99 G Bass power and extension is the key to the sound of this unusual and hi-tech cable 

70 G+ Accurately reflects the life of the music without detail forcibly from the speakers 

80 A+ A rather coloured sound thanks to its full and resonant bass but spoiled overall by a dirty treble 

Digital interconnects 
50 E The very best available with an expressive sound but generous price to sweeten the pill 

90 A+ A silver cable with all the drive of Video Z but lacking its clean-cut transparency 

1 00 A Good level of midband detail but frequency extremes lack depth and extension 

20 P The disappointingly heavy and muddled sound of this basic fibre thwarts any recommendation 

34 A A connection with a stranded inner core and a sound that lacks integration 

27.50 VG Can seem slightly impassive but there's no avoiding its exceptionally detailed sound 

20 P Very similar to Sand ridge AL560 with an equally naff sound 

24 A- An analogue interconnect inappropriately pressed into digital service. A visible deterioration in the digital signal results. 

52 A Th1s cable adopts a woven construction with the addition of a conductive screen. Music lacks detail and spirit. 

222 A- An asymmetric cable using silver conductors that deviates lrom the 75ohm standard. Not ideal for digital applications. 

70 G Hardly cheap for what appears to be a bog-standard PMMA fibre, yet it sounds a little brighter and livelier than most. 

45 G+ A colourful coaxial interconnect with an equally colourful and up-beat sound. Very compatible 

45 G Well constructed stepped-index fibre witll polished ends and rugged connectors. Slightly lean, fuzzy but engaging performance 

140 A- A thin, coaxial version of Leyline Black with a rather hard and unforgivmg character. Too expensive 

19 VG A top performance, low-loss 75ohm coax with a very open, almoslliquid quality that allows its music to ease naturally across. 

35 A- A solid-core, twisted-pair interconnect that deviates from the 75ohm standard and provides an equally unbalanced sound 

60 G+ A genuine attempt to get things right with a silver-plated, multi-strand coax. Yet it still sounds too dry and m_:chanical 

30 VG An AY-cum-digital cable that comes very close to besting OED's Digiflex. Still some emphasis of vocal sibilants, however 

Speaker cables 

Audioquest Type 4 

NM Rainbow 

165 G+ A very high capacitance Litz-style cable whose sound may well act as a taming influence in many systems 

1 00 A Supplied in linear, non-polarised lengths that should be twisted into stereo pairs. Sounds rather gritty and forward 

1270 VG Some 15 individually-insulated silver strands go to make up this very civilised but exceptionally detailed-sounding cable 

44.50 A+ Ideal for laying flat under carpets, F-14 encourages a slightly warm and vibrant sound 

75 A+ Four 18-gauge OFHC copper conductors wound in a Litz-fashion increases capacitance but restrain the cable's 'bite' 

260 G Very similar to_:t:ype 4 but with a delicate smoothness that contrasts with the brighter so�d of cheap cables 

20/30 A Two very traditional figure-of-eight cables. The thinner version (LC7259) sounds lighter and coarser than LC7401 

30/50 A- Two versions of the Silverflex series that, sadly, encourage very little sense of poise or decorum in their music 

465 VG Extra care must be taken to prevent shorting this user -hostile cable. Nevertheless it sounds superb' 

275 G+ Shares the clear, neutral and transparent sound of the older SS without the tremendous clarity of Gortex Black-16 

84 A+ The high impedance of this simple ribbon cable has an influence on the treble response of some speakers. Lacks ·oomph' 
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Tel: 081 348 5676 (2. 00-7.00 pm) 
Fax: 081 341 9368 

Esoteric High Fidelity CABLES 

Dealers in: Absolute, Audio Note, Audioquest, Deltec, Harmonix, Kimber, Mandrake, MIT, Siltech, Symo, 

. . . the RIGHT cables 

... in YOUR system 

. . . for YOUR ears 

Transparent, Van den H ul, WBT and other s . 

Contact us by phone, fax, or letter and we'll do 

our best to help you achieve your goal . 

(Auditions may be subject to a handling charge) ... in YOUR home 

CONNECTIONS 13 John Princes Street, London W1 M 9HB (A division of Connection 90' Travel Ltd.) 
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MAIL ORDER 
PRC HI Fl & VIDEO have a fasl, eflicienl and 
friendly mail order service available. When placing 
an order, please give credil card delails and leave 
lhe resile us. Once an order has been placed, our 
daily Securicor service will make sure it arrives to 
you quickly and safely. C arriage is only £8 per 
parcel for syslems, and £5 for separates (UK only). 

PRC PRICE PROMISE 

081-470 3499 
I LONDON BRANCH I IIMWI 
448/450 ROMFORD ROAD, FORECT GATE, 
LONDON E7 SDF. TEL: 081·470 3499. 
FAX: 08t ·552 2931. OPEN MON·SAT 9.30AM-6PM 

I ESSEX BRANCH I 
95 CRANBROOK ROAD, ILFORD, ESSEX. .. � ;�� :a�

C
fi��

���y
p�f

O��� ;�d���� l�dv����:�� TEL: 081·514 7449. OPEN MON·SAT9.30AM-6PM � .. 
H I I!!!!!!' I & VI D I! o elsewhere cheaper (and in sleek), we will beal lhe A p p R o v E D s TO C K I S T r- price at the time of purchase . 

WE WILL BEAT ANY GENUINE ADVERTISED PRICE 
WHAT HI-FI? 

___ .. ____ _ 
CD63 

-� 
IN STOCK 

FREE £25 CO VOUCHERS 

WHAT HI-FI? 

SONY. 

TCK 611S 

AWARD WINNER AWARD WINNER 

MINI/MICRO 
ATL EAST10% 

OFF ALL 

MINI/MICRO 
SYSTEMS THIS 

FREE PAIR OF 
WHAREDALE DIAMONDS £699.90 MONTH IN STOCK 

M57MG··· 
M76G .. 
M77G ..... 
M77MG .. 
M97G 
M97MG 
MINI HI-FI SYSTEMS 
U0-301 .. .......................... CALL 
U0-3S1M .................. CALL 
UD-501 ............................. CALL 
UO·SSIM ...... .................. CALL 
U0-701 M .......................... CAll 
U0-7S1M .......................... CALL 
U0-901 ...... . ............... CALL 
U0-951M ..... CALL 
MICRO HI-FI SYSTEM 

;><00 . . .................. 'CALL 

............................. CALL ............. £139.95 
................. CALL 

................. CALL 
.................... CALL 
.................... CALL 

......................... CALL 
.......................... CAU . ........... £589.95 

CENTRE SPEAKER 
CS 6 ............................. .... CALL 
GRAPHICEOUALISER 
GE 450 . . ............ .... . .... . CALL 
GE SSO. . ................ ....... CALL 
GE 7030 ............................ CALL 
RECEIVERS KRA 4050 ................... ....... CAll 
KRV 6050 Dolby Pro-logic •. CALL 
KRV 7050 Dolby Pro-LogiC .. CAll 
SUPER WOOFER 
SW700 .............................. CALL 
SW900 .............................. CALL 
SURROUND SPEAKERS 
CM SES ............................. . CALL 
CM 7ES.... . . ..... CALL 
TUNERS 
KT3050 . ........... ............ £149.95 
KT2050 . .. . ................... £129.95 

Hfr� .. · ... " ....... •
-
-•-•-•-•-•--••-••-•-•-•-•-•£28\l�l�J 

........................... CAll 
.............................. CAll 
............................... CALL 

........... CALL 

. ...... .. CALL 
............................ CALL 
. .... . . .. ............ CALL 

........................ CALL 

...... ................. CALL 
......................... CALL 
......................... CALL 

CALL 
.................... CALL 

c"::: ................. . (wrthl.'SOCD'IOI/Cherfree) 
AMPLIFIERS 
PM 32 .......................... ... £99.95 
PM 700AV Pro-LogiC .. .... . CALL 
PM 44SE ..................... . .. CALL 
PM 52SE ..................... . £299.90 
�: tasgE�.�-�! ... . CALL 
PM 80SE .. .. ... ................ . CALL 
PM 43 .............................. CALL 
PM 53 ............................... CALL 
PM 63 .... .......................... CALL 
PM 8011 . . ................ CALL 
AV 500 Pre Amp .............. . CALL 
MA 500 Power Amp ... .... . CALL 

SPEAKERS 
760i .......... . 
760i SE .. . 
761i .. . 
762i .. . 
763i ...... . 
764i .. . 
765i .... . 
780 .. . 
781 ................... . 
CD PLAYERS 
DAD S .. . 
DAC S .... . cos .. . 

N·IOOW....... ... . .... CALL N·100WM ................ ...... CALL 
MIDI HI-FI SYSTEMS 
J-200 ................................ CALL 
J-300 ................................ CALL 
J-400M ..................... .... . CALL 
J-500 ... ............................. CALL 
J-500M ............................. CALL 
J-V600 .............................. CALL 
J-V600l0 ......................... CALL 
J-700 ................................ CALL 
lmpressio 3 ................ ...... CALL 
Impressa 7 ....................... CALL 

CS 100 Centre Speaker ... CALL 
CS 250 Centre Speaker ... CALL S4 100w Speakers ........... CALL S8 150w Speakers .......... . CALL 
M3 100w Speakers .......... . CALL 
HOME CINEMA 
AM3000 3Piea! 5ystl!l1fl 125¥1 .. CALL 
AM5000 4 Piece 5ystft'ITI250ft .. CALL Complete range in stock 

WIJI.Q�i� Wlb!.\\f.;i.IWi DA·1 ................................. . CALL 
DA-1 ................................ . CALL HEADPHONES 
OA-3 ..... .......... ... . ...... . . CALL H 055 

T SYSTEMS 
108CO .. . 
109CO ..... . 
159CO .. . 
209CO ........ . 
259CO ... . . 
359CD ..... . 
559CD .. . 

ACT 759CO ........ . 
MINI HI-FI SYSTEMS 
MHC CSOCO .. . 
MHC C70C:D .... . 
MHC 510C:O .. . 
MHC 710CO ...... . 
MHC28(l(X;O .. . 
MHC 3800CD ............ . 
CASSETIE DECKS 
TCK4118 ............ . 
t2� ij� �� = � :·::::::£289:95 
TCW 4358 ..... . 
TCWR 5358 .................... . 
tWtftA��

byS ..... . 
CDP411 ............ ... ........ £179.99 
COP711E .. . 

CDP911E. .. .. ... ...... .... £269.99 
CDPC 335 ........ ......................... . 
CDPM44 ......................... £119.99 
CDPX 303ESDAT RECORDERS 
OTC 690 .... 
TUNERS 
STS 311LB .................... £159.99 
ST$ 505ES .... . 
RECEIVERS 

��8 ��� :::::::::::::·::::::::£249:95 
STRO 611 ..... ... .. . ...... £299.95 
MINI DISC 
MZ-2P .. . 
ZS-Mt ............. . 
AMPLIFIERS 
TAF442E .... . 
TAF542E ..... . 
TAA.V570B ......... . 
HEADPHONES 
MDR·CD1000 
MDR-CD3000 ................. £295.00 

FUU RANGE OF SONY 
SEE RANGES STOCKED 

MIDI HI-Ft SYSTEMS 
COX 320 ........................... CALL 
COX 120 ..................... ...... CALL 
MINI HI-FI SYSTEMS 
SC-CH404 
SC-CH550 
SC-CH650 
SC-CH655 
SC·CH750 
SC·CH950 ... 
AMPUFlERS 
SUABOO .. 
SUA900K 
SUA700K .. 
su A600K ... 
su VZ220K. ............... . 
CASSEITE DECKS 
AS BX828 ......................... CALL 
RS TR515K ....................... CALL 
AS TR333K ....................... CALL 
AS TR232K ....................... CALL 
RS TR979K ....................... CALL 
AS TR777K ....................... CALL 
AS BX747K ...... . .............. CALL 
AS BX646K . ......... .......... CALL 
AS BX404K . ........ ....... .. . CALL 
CD PLAYERS 
SL PS740 ......................... CALL 
SL PS840 ......................... CALL 
SL PS620 ...................... £189.95 
SL PG340 .... ................... . CALL 

SL PG440 ..................... . CALL SL PG520 . ........ ......... . £145.95 
Sl P1200B ....................... CALL 
Sl PJ38AK .................... £174.95 
Sl PJ28K ....................... £129.95 
PORTABLE CD PLAYERS 
SL XP900K ........................ . CALL 
Sl XP150 ....................... £109.95 
$l XP350 ... .... .... .......... CALL 
SL XP550 ....................... £195.00 
Sl XP440 .... . ...... ......... £149.95 
SL XP330K ..................... £139.95 
GRAPHIC EQUALIZERS 
SH 8038K . ........................ . CALL 
SH GE70K ......................... . CALL 
SH GE90 ............................ CALL 
RE 

In the Line of Fire ............... Widescreen .......... £39.99 Unforgiven •..................•...... Widescreen .......... £CAU Last Action Hero ................ ..................... £32.95 Close Encounters ................................... £CALL 
Rising Sun ........................... THX Wldescreen . .  £49.95 Alive ..................................... Widescreen .......... £41.95 Groundhog Day ....................................... £22.95 Dracula Bram Stoker ... ........................... £32.95 
Sliver .................................... Widescreen .......... £37.95 Raiders of the Lost Aric. ...... Widescreen .......... £32.95 Terminator 2 ............................................ £32.95 Platoon .................................................... £CAL L  
The Finn .............................. Widescreen .......... £41.95 Falling Down ....................... Widescreen .......... £CALL A Few Good Men .................................... £32.95 Bridge Over the River Kway .................. £CAL L 
Sleepless in SeaWe ............ Widescreen .......... £CALL Good Fellows ...................... Widescreen .......... £CALL Dances With Wolves ............................... £34.95 Fisher King .............................................. £CAL L 
Predator .............................. Widescreen .......... £41.95 Bladerunner (Dir. Cut) ........ CAV Widescreen .£CALL Waynes World ......................................... £22.95 Ghostbusters 1 & 2 ................................. £32.95 
Last Action Hero ................ Widescreen .......... £41.95 Bodyguard .......................... Widescreen .......... £39.95 Diana Ross One Woman ........................ £CALL Scent of a Woman........... . .. .... £CAL L  
TopGun ............................... Pan & Scan ........... £31.95 Batman Returns ................. Widescreen .......... £39.95 Basic Cut (Oir. Cut} ..... ............................ £27.95 Return o f  the Living Dead ...................... £27.95 
Passenger 57 ...................... Widescreen .......... £CALL Catpeople ............................ Widescreen .......... £CALL Candy Man .............................................. £CALL Omega Man ............................................ £CALL 
Boiling Point ....................... Widescreen .......... £34.95 Star Wars Triology (3 Films) CAV PAX Wdscn .£199.95 Patriot Games .................... £22.95 Silence of the lambs..... . ................ £22.95 

LASER DISCS: PAL + NTSC. OVER �11 000 TITLES AVAILABLE 
PHONE (OB�) 47'0 5499 NOIIV FOR GuARANTEED BEST DEALS 

PRC BEST BUY 

... a .. a.-•z 

PM 44SE 

-== 
£PHONE 

PRC BEST BUY 

AM7 -£629.95* 

AM5-£559.95* 

AM3-£349.95* 
•tnc P/X your speakers 

--

£199.95 



Speaker cables continued 
Product £Price Comments 

THE DIRECTORY 

66 A This well�meaning facsimile of earlier ribbon�style cables ends up sound1ng lumpy and uneven 
400 A+ This unorthodox cable employs a combination of copper, brass and aluminium strands. lt sounds 'oddly impure'! 
20 G+ This Swedish�made cable proved a real hit with our listeners � a slick pertormer and Best Buy upgrade 

';:;;:;,:�;;;:;:;�;:::-::---'-4:-;::0/60 A Two heavyweight multi-strand cables with a th-ic_k_a_n_ d_c-hesty (10027) or light and-w- is-py-(-10034) balance. Take your pick 
75 A- The archetypal 'old�style Monster Cable' that labours _LJ_nder a soggy bass and untidy treble 
44 A- Described as a 'dinosaur of a cable' by our listening panel, this stiff rod of wire has little application outside of a Naim system 
35 A Reminiscent of curtain track, this bi�wire version of 79�strand is unfortunately saddled with a 'loud, hard and untidy' balance 

300 E Tonally accurate and exquisitely detailed, this cable opens a very transparent window on the music 
-- -

200 VG A prime choice for bi�wire systems even if this cable does lack the full finesse of its sister 12/2 
80 G- A spaghetti�thin cable composed of silver�plated OF�copper and PTFE insulation. Lacks bass impact and treble 'air'. 
20 G A conventional multi�stranded cable with a refreshingly up-beat, crisp but sligh!!�.!�an-sounding balance 

�;:;;:;:;_;,���==:::::--;::50:-G+ Another very quick and dynamic-sounding cable from Straight Wire. A little short on subtlety but very engaging nonetheless. 

�;;;;;;;';';;:;-;;;;::;��;:;':
___:238 G An imaginatively-named cable that encourages an equally colourtul sound. Described as 'dark and fruity' by our panel! 

50 A Despite its evocative title, the CleaiWater turns out to be a disappointingly ·murky sounding' cable 
- - ----

265 A Touted as vdH's most prestigious twinlead speaker cable, the Magnum sounds surprisingly soft and old-fashioned 
330 VG Blown-in from the continent, vdH's 'Wind' kicks up a storm with its lush midrange and bone-crunching bass! 

Casseue decks 

H 109 
M 109 

M 109 
109 

M 109 
109 
109 

H 109 
M H 109 

M 109 
M M 109 

H 109 
H 109 

M 109 
109 

M 109 

T
he bad odour of copyright theft hangs 

around the compact cassette. but there is 

no doubt 1t is the world's most versatile 

and ubiquitous music storage medium. Buffs may 

wrinkle their noses, but are happy to use cassette 

decks to make up tapes for the car or personal. 

There is no problem in connecting a cassette 

deck to any nonmal amplifier. but some care 

needs to be taken in choosing the best tapes for 

a specific machine. (Trial and eiTor is one effective 

technique. but many decks have manual b1as 

adjustment and some match up to the tape auto-

matically.) Lab perfonmance and sound quality 

often go hand in hand, and are frequently some­

what dependent upon factory al1gnment. The 

mechan1cal integrity of the mechanism is another 

crucial factor, that is reflected in the price. 

The columns on the right indicate when the 

facilities shown in the headings are available on a 

deck. Dolby B and C offer varying degrees of 

noise reduction and the HX Pro system gives sig­

nificant treble improvements w1th fenric (Type I) 

tapes. Dol by S increases the level of noise reduc­

tion with less signal degredation than B or C 

Three-head recorders allow you to listen to a 

recording as it's being made. a useful qulaity con­

trol funct1on. Bias adjustment allows you to fine 

tune the deck to suit different types of tape when 

recording. Auto calibration is a an automatic sys­

tem for setting bias and Dol by levels. Twin deck 

offers the option to dub tapes or to play two cas­

settes simultaneously. Autoreverse is a useful con­

venience feature, but usually with some mechani­

cal compromise. In the case of twin decks a blob 

is inserted in this column even if only one trans­

port autoreverses. 

Cassene decks 
Product £Price Comments . . 

120 A 

230 G 
200 G-
230 A 

700 G+ 
220 G 
300 A 

440 G+ 
220 A 

320 A 

850 E 

Comparable to AD-F500 but cheaper: Good all round pertormance, well adjusted, useful basic and not so basic features 
First class budget 3-head rnach1ne with a dual capstan transport that really works at reducing the 'fudge' factor 
Equipment levels strong, and sound is both vivid and presentable, but control system daunting. 
Superbly equipped twin deck that works and works well - remote control � - -- -

Fabulous build, clunky transport and sharp, refined sound quality with Dolby S orB and metal tapes 
Eschews fancy gadgets for a good transport and decent electronics. Sound quality is firm and tidy but avoid Dolby C. 
Fine ungimmicky middle ranking deck with simple, purposeful controls, works best with metal tapes. Pertormance fair to good 
Sharp, clear and articulate sounding deck, with superb pertormance extending to frequency extremes 
Middling sound quality at best with Dol by B; deteriorates with Dolby C 
Costly but musical high-spec dual deck, doesn't like modern high energy Type lis and IVs. Good stability and clarity 
Superb transport and a ripe, spacious sound. The Dolby S installation more successful than most. Some replay incompatibility 

- --- --

260 A Although this is a fair pertorming model, the design has lost some of the competitive edge of its predecessor, the �M-7Q9. 
200 G Unique loading mechanism provides stability, and the deck has a crisp, clean quality. Occasionally anaemic bass. 
300 G- Drawer loading deck, carefully designed, yet lacking in subtlety on audition. 

--- -

170 A- Low(ish) cost auto-reverse deck. Delivers a punchy but ultimately rather crude impersonation of source material, thin, lightweight bass. 
toO P Compact and ultra-basic twin deck which is rough and bass shy, with less than stable tape path. 
600 A Workmanlike sound quality offset by high price and inexplicable shortcomings like 'forgetlul' Dolby switching and no timer support. 
250 G+ Th1s i� a very basically equ;p_ped d�ck built to_ a high _standard which sounds solid and refined. 
350 G Simple features plus excellent engineering make this a model of integrity. 
700 A Original Dolby S deck has improved over the years and now sounds very acceptable. A strong, solid sounding deck - but expensive. 
180 A- Tidy, stable but ultimately rather soul-less experience. Auto-reverse is useful though. 
I 50 A- Disappointingly amorphous sound despite decent measured results. 
200 G+ Ultra-sophisticated !�sport at a sill�p�ce; sound quality is stable but slightly opaque. 
170 A Acceptable sound quality marred only by a loss of midband analysis and slightly edgy treble. 
220 A- Neat looking, well equipped deck, adequately engineered but somewhat lacking musically. Worth considering if auto�reverse is a must 
400 VG Very well equipped and fine sounding deck, includes well implemented Dolby S 
400 A This is a competitively priced portable recorder though not suited to replay of musicassettes 
500 A Uniquely flexible and compact package for outside work which at a pinch can double �domestic cassette deck 

99 
99 

• 123 
t17 
105 
105 
87 
99 
99 

111 
111 
105 
111 
127 
105 

• 123 
• 117 

123 
127 
117 

• 117 
117 
123 
117 

• 105 
127 
52 
87 
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�AUDIO LAB 

0 mlcromEGa 

_QUAD_ 

... in more ways than one. 

With a hi-fi that sounds good, looks good, and 

treats your pocket kindly, it won't matter whether 

you're playing Mozart or Metallica, you'll be 

playing to win. At Bartletts you can choose from a 

wide range of top quality equipment, all at 

affordable prices. And you'll know that whatever 

you choose you'll be a winner because your new 

hi-fi will be: 

•!• Musical 

•!• Affordable 

•!• Upgradeable 

•!• Guaranteed for 3 Years 

So don't play the fool: 



BARTLETTS 

SUGGESTED 

SYSTEMS 

The Bartletts Suggested systems listed below are 
supplied with the Marantz CD 53, an alternative CD 
player or Turntable is available, see below for 
details. All systems are supplied with 8 metres of 79 
strand loudspeaker cable, QED 4mm plugs are 
available at a cost of 1 .00 each . Carriage charge 
for delivery to an address on the UK mainland is 
£12.00 per order. All items are sent fully insured. 
Prices correct at time of printing but are subject to 
change without notice . E&OE . 

SPEAKERS Celestion 1 

AMPUAERS 

Mission 760 i Tannoy 603 11 Mission 761 i Tannoy 607 11 Rogers LS 2a2 
Celestion 3 11 Mission 760 ise B&W OM 600 i Celestion 711 B&W OM 610 i 

Cetestlon 5 lt Nad 802 
Tannoy 60S 11 

Mission 762 i 
Cerwin· 

Vega VS 8 

Choices. The following CD players of Turntables can be ordered instead of the Marantz CD 53 in the abcve systems. 

CD Players 
Denon DCD 595 Deduct £20.00 Denon DCD 695 Add Nil Denon DCD 890 

Maranlz CO 52 //se Add £700.00 Maranlz CD 63 Add £50.00 Nad501 

Nad 502 Add £20.00 Sony COP 711 Add £50.00 Sony COP 911 

Yamaha COX 470 Add Nil Yamaha COX 570 Add £45.00 Yamaha COx 670 

Turntables 
Dual CS 503·2 

Thorens TO 280 

Deduct £20.00 Dual CS 505·4 Add £30.00 Technics SLBD 22 

Add Nil 

ENTER THE WORLD OF DREAMS 
WITH A HOME CINEMA SYSTEM 

For more information or to book 
a demonstration of Home Cinema 

systems, please contact your 
nearest Bartletts store. 

Add £70.00 

Deduct £2000 

Add £700.00 

Add £90.00 

Deduct £50.00 

STORES AT 

North London 
175 Holloway Road 

London, N7 8LX 

(f) 
071 607 2148 

071 607 2296 

Woking 
11 The Broadway, Waking, 

Surrey, GU215AP 

(f) 
0483 7711 75 

Srore Opening Ti:rnes: 9.30am- 6pm 
Monday - Salunlay 

MAIL 

ORDER 

(f) 
071 607 2296 

Fax: 071 609 0536 



THE DIRECTORY 

Cassene decks continued 
Product £Price Comments , ' ·� ' 

, , ' · · ''' \ 
· 

NAD 602 

.& Nakamichi DR·3 

.A..& Nakamichi DR·2 

.A. Nakamichi OR· 1 

.A. Nakamichi RX·202E 

Philips OCC600 

Pioneer CT-S420 

.A. Pioneer CT-S520 

Sansui 0-790WR 

Sansui D·X117WR 

Sherwood 00-301 OC 

.A.& Sony (WMD6C) Pro Walkman 

.& Sony TC-K611 S 

Teac R-9000 

.& Teac V-8000S 

.A Teac V·7010 

.A.& Technics RS-BX646 

.&.A Yamaha KX·260 

.& Yamaha KX·650 

CO players 
.A Aiwa XC-300 

Aiwa XC·750 

.& Adcom GCD-600 

.& AMC C06 

Arcam Delta 270 

Aura CD·50 

AVI S2000MC 

Creek CD60 

.& Denon OC0-595 

.A. Denon OCD-695 

Denon DC0-890 

Denon DCD-1290 

Dual CD 1080RC 

.A. Genexxa CD·4900 

.& Gocdmans Delta 700 

Gocdmans GCD·658 

Grundig Fine Arts C02 

Harman Kardon TL8500 

.& Harman Kardon HK7725 

JVC XL-V264 

A JVC XL·Z464 

JVC XL-Z1050 

Kenwocd DP·3050 

Kenwood DP· 7050 

.A. Linn Karik 

.A. Marantz C0-5211 

132 Hi-Fi Choice May 1994 

200 G Minimalist deck for the audiophile market. Unfortunately engineering is minimalist too 

400 VG Refined. exquisitely detailed and solid sounding 'budget' Nakamichi 2·header. 

600 VG Accomplished design with simple features (manual tape select') but superb sound/serviceability. 

850 VG Typically idiosyncratic Nakamichi with manual everything, Good azimuth adjustment and dynamic, authoritative sound. 

600 G+ Fine, clear and articulate sounding player Excellent with prerecorded material, but idiosyncratic and sometimes obstructive control 

500 A+ Stmpltlied circuit and mechanism, but the Philips badly needs a D/A converter transplant 

127 

123 

127 

117 

63 

• 123 

127 

123 

250 A+ Poor replay compatibility, but otherwise satisfactory, if slightly uneven performer . 

280 G Decent if slightly coloured middle ranker with FLEX to revitalise old or soggy sounding tapes. 

170 P Modestly poor sounding but simple to use twin deck. Type 11 tapes show large response errors. • 123 

220 P Bass is thin and coloured, and the sound lacks dynamics, pitch accuracy and overall stability · the sound is neither stable nor solid. 

1 20 P Good range of features, let down by poor transport and iHy electronics. 

• 111 

• 117 

290 G+ One of the finest sounding cassette decks on the market today. A mandatory Best Buy, which also fits in your pocket 

330 G Cheapest Dol by S three header yet, yet slightly let down by lack of attention to detail 

500 G Much better than average auto·reverse deck, well worth considering. Nicely engineered too. 

700 G Superb stability and real subtlety, this must be the best TEAC yet. The only disappointment was the Dolby C 

800 G+ Heavyweight (in every sense) design, immaculately crafted, impeccable sound, but not for grannie. 

230 G+ Unusually well built and non·microphonic deck with sophisticated facilities and lucid midband. 

160 A Lively, entertaining deck that trades gadgets for a convincing performance at an attractive price point 

260 G Fine audio manners, especially in the midband and treble, mark this high class deck out from the crowd 

N 
ow over a decade old, th1s all dtgttal 
music source IS well establtshed despite 
high disc prices and the oppos1t1on of 

some hi-fi enthusiasts. Compact Disc's strengths 
over conventional vinyl are complete freedom 
from surface noise, ease of use, and more robust 
software. 

However, many vinyl enthusiasts still ftnd CDs 
sound less involving than top quality vtnyl. But. 
with the dominance of CD in the htgh street. 
even vinyl die-hards need a CD player today. 

The columns on the right indicate when the 
facilittes shown 1n the headings are available on a 
CD player DAC type tndicates the type of con­
vertor chip used 1n each player, I 6, 18 and 20-brt 
are multi·bit types, all the others are bitstream 
variants. In much the same way that an amp's 
output is not tndicative of its sound quality, the 
chip used in a DAC 1sn't the only detenmining fac­
tor in a CD player's sound, but 1t is an important 
one. Remote control IS not yet un1versal. and we 
have tncluded a tick box, more to show whtch 

150 A+ Cheap, cheerful and gratifyingly free of digital'nasties', well·equipped but safe rather than thrilling on the sonic front. 

200 A A relined version of the XC· 700, sadly it has lost the magic of the origtnal 

699 G Equipped with a 5-disc carousel loader, this bright and breathtaking player sounds similar to Adeem's amps. 

349 G+ Based on the same 1 ·Bit circuit as Rotel's RCD·965BX but with a raunchier, beefier but less transparent sound. 

60 

127 

• 105 

105 

127 

127 

111 

99 

machines don't have one than whtch do. The 
existence of electrical and/or optical digital out­
puts is tmportant for future upgradtng wtth an 
outboard DAC, as a nule electrical outputs are 
the most desirable. Phase inversion in the digital 
domain is rare on one box players but can make 
quite a big difference 1f you've got golden ears. 
Headphone sockets are useful but beware of 

those without volume controls. Track entry key­
pads are those w1th calculator style buttons which 
makes track access much quicker. 

Toshiba BS 107 

POM Bitstrm 119 

16-bit • 124 

POM Bitstrm • 124 

800 G+ The dry but tightly·focussed and supremely detailed sound of this player will either beguile or aggravate, depending on taste! 

400 G- Based on an older Philips board with new COM9 transport, this is a slim player with an innocuous sound 

Hybrid 

SAA7321 

• 124 

• 119 

999 G+ A stylish, midi-width player with an exceptionally refined and comfortable sound. Lacks passion 

500 G A big and confident sound from a player that's 'into' green. So it looks ghastly even if the internal design is very thoughtlul. 

180 G Lacks the 695's pitch control but provides a smoother sound by way of recompense 

200 G A rough diamond with a raunchy sound to match. Pitch feature wtll be of interest to budding musicians. 

270 G- Stmilar to the OCD· 1290 in its execution, sounds lively and powerful but lacks subtlety. 

330 G- Looks the business but sound is a real five·minute wonder. Its compelling fizz lasts about as long as a firework. 

220 A- Strange-sounding player with a top-heavy treble that does little to redress its lack of vibrancy and emotion 

129 A A little thin on detail, build quali1y and dynamics but thin on price too' 

11 0 A+ A 16·bit alternative to the C065011 that furnishes a colourful and animated sound 

170 A- A 6+ 1 magazine-loading autochanger with an exaggerated and often aggressive sound 

190 A- A stylish-locking player with a disappointingly vague approach to music-making 

600 A Thrs 5·disc carousel player sounds civilised enough but lacks the detail and finesse of its peers 

800 VG This flagship implementation of RLS sounds impressively bold and dynamic · a genuine rock 'n roller' 

160 A Even the latest PEM DAC cannot rescue the slightly grubby and uninteresting sound of this player 

200 G+ This latest variation on a traditional 200 theme is no less impressive than JVC's past generations. 

500 A Technically advanced and luxuriously equipped, this player remains rather bland and unsatisfying on audition 

200 A+ A slightly over-cooked version of the DP·3040 with a highly civilised but uninteresting sound. 

350 A Kenwood's first sowing of Philips' Bit Stream technology has fallen on stony ground judging by its dry and awkward sound 

1497 VG Based on Linn's original CO transport, this player sounds dry but very positive, detailed and engrossing 

230 G Launched to usurp the position of its own CD·52SE, the '5211 is less colourful but equally appealing 

20-bit 119 

16·bit • 107 

18-bit • 128 

18-bit • 124 

t8-bil • 112 

18-bil • 107 

MASHIPWM • 107 

MASH/PWM • 124 

16-bit 128 

Hybrid • 117 

SAA7350 128 

MASH/PWM • 117 

18·bit RLS • 124 

PEM Bitstrm • 128 

PEM bitstrm • 124 

PEM Bitstrm • 119 

NPC 8itstrm • 124 

POM Bitstrm • 119 

Crystal BS • 119 

POM Bitstrm • 119 
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CO players continued 
Product £Price Comments 

. _ 

.6.. Marantz CD-5211SE 

.6...6.. Meridian 206Ul 

.6.. Meridian 208 

Nakamichi CD-4 

Orelle CD-160.2 

.6.. Philips CD690 

Pioneer PD-1 02 

Pioneer PD-S802 

Sansui CO-X317 

Sansui CD-X617 

Sansui CD-Aipha 717DR 

.6...6.. Sherwood CD-3020R 

.6.. Slierwood CD-501 OR 
Sony CDP-X303ES 

Sugden SOT -1 

Teac CD-P3500 

.6.. Teac CO-P4500 

T eac VROS-1 0 

.6.. ileC!lnics SL -PG340A 

.6..rTechnics SL-PG440A 

.6...6.. Technics SL-PG520A 

.6...6.. Technics SL-PS620A 

.6.. Technics SL-PS840 

WOOdside WS2 

Yamat1a COX-670 

CO transports 

300 G A new mains transformer plus the lull complement of internal mods has recaptured the frothy if startling sound of the original '52 

45Q_ G+ A heavily-constructed player. This implementation sounds astonishingly solid and immediate but also rath_E1r toC::
::Iean'. 

POM Bitstrm 

bitstream 

• 119 

• 107 

600 G+ A recon:_mendationjust eluded the grasp of this superbly built player thanks to its very polished but restrained s�und . 

995 E 
1550 E 

300 A+ 
5019 G+ 

A new variation on the 206 theme with the most liquid and captivating sound to date 

State of the art CO sound combined with a decent preamp and full remote control 

Similar to Philips' 600-senes: lively, plenty of space and full of 'bounce' but a little too eager to impress in the short term 

Oddball player with a cheap top-toad1ng transport and appaling digital gubbins yet saved by the euphony of its valves! 

bitstream • 112 

Crystal BS • 119 

POM Bitstrm 83 

bitstream • 107 

hybrid 112 

220 G 
380 A-

This updated version of the 5425 has traded the spontaneity of its forebear for a more precise but mechanical style of music 

This looks new enough but sounds little better than the older CO Player 4 upon which it is firmly based. 

MASH/PWM • 119 

18-bit • 124 

750 A- Based on Philips traditional 16-bit technology but suffering an unusually disjointed and undynamic sound . 16-bit • 124 

130 G- The remote-less version of Philips CD692 but with a colourful performance that's all its own. POM Bitstrrn • 124 

140 A+ A cross between Philips CD690 and CD920 is no more technically accomplished but encourages a very lively and entertaining sound 

160 A+ A new budget player with an appalling technical record but a surprisingly clean if understated sound 

SAA7341 • 128 

SAA7341 • 119 

200 G- Featuring digital circuitry similar to Marantz's players but a sound that's a little too ripe and soft. 

350 G+ 
150 A 
350 G 

Philips' top 900-series player is the first to employ its advanced DAC7 chipsel. Sounds very crisp, clear and confident. 

Smooth and littered with plenty of underlying detail, this budget player remains distinctly unadventurous 

Once again Pioneer's LLC topology only served to split and confuse the listening panel. it's good, but quirky' 

PDM Bitstrm • 112 

OAC7 • 112 

PFM Bitstrm • 128 

PFM BS • 124 

330 G+ 
450 A 
500 G+ 
790 E 

A 6-disc multichanger from the origmators of the breed. A little untidy perhaps, but still sounds fresh, dynamic and exciting 

Another 6-disc multichanger based on the PD-M701 but with the addition of various 'Sound Field' options. Listening is hard work 

The very relined but confident, crisp and powerful sound of the '901 snatches Pioneer's LLC concept from the jaws of defeat 

Deceptively sleek in appearance but with a powerful, fluid and captivating sound reminiscent of Meridian's 206. 

POM Bitstrm • 117 

POM Bitstrm • 117 

PFM Bitstrm • 1 t9 

Crystal BS • 124 

230 G Based on the same GO-player-on-a-chip as Philips CD690 but with improved execution and build. 

300 E 
200 G-

An exceptionally refined bitstreamer: transparent, exquisitely detailed and powerfully emotive. A landmark player 

Sansui has returned to its roots judging by the balmy and very comfortable sound that pours from this player 

250 A Not in the same class as older CO-X311 mkll. Same technology but the sound is neither as responsive or engaging 

350 A This 'double-OAC' version of the CO-X317 is more impressive, sounding light and tizzy with pop but dull with classical CO's 

1560 G+ A beautifully constructed if rather dated flagship player with an equally sedate and unadventurous sound 

130 G Although this budget wonder has little respect for musical convention, what emerges is still remarkably entertaining 

160 G+ A warm, detailed and enjoyable performance from a solidly built but affordable package. 

550 A+ A disappointingly lean and inconsistent result from a player that puts the 'high' in technology if not l1delity 

850 A Bearing in mind Sugden's SDA-1 converter lies at the heart of this player, its unpredictable performance is disappointing 

200 A A well-meaning attempt to pare-down the CO-P4500 results in a similar looking player with a thoroughly uninspiring sound 

280 G TEAC's first genuine 1-bit player its sound described as having a certain 'organic warmth', very composed and easy-going. 

770 A+ A basic analogue stage compromises the potential of TEAC's superb engineering and digital electronics. Lacks bass energy 

150 A+ No more or less impressive than the old SL -PG320A, this new version is attractive enough if slightly restrained 

170 G This mix of the SL-PG520 and '420 fa1ts to benefit from the strengths of either and only just achieves recommendation. 

180 G+ A cracking player. Superb ctar1ty and dynamics, thrilling but musically involving too 

200 G+ A costlier, tarted-up version of the SL-PG520A that loses very little in the way of clarity, sparkle or in compelling dynamics 

420 A A very refined but highly detailed and engrossing performance from just about the fastest, slickest player on the planet 

1095 G+ Responded well to our jazz and classical selection but sounding bright and grainy with the pop GO's 

290 G- Yamaha has retained the CDX-660 casework but cut costs with a new multi-task IC that's not entirely de-bugged. 

A 
CD player can be split into two basic 

components; the disc dnve or transport, 
and a device which tums the dig1tal bit­

stream coming off the disc into an analogue 

audio signal. Th1s is called a dig1tal to analogue 
convertor or DAC. Although most players are 
contained in a single box, expensive players are 
usually two box affairs. 

Although many of these units will be pur­
chased as match1ng pairs, a DAC can also be 

used to upgrade an existing CD player. Thus an 

early machine with a satisfactory transport can be 
rejuvenated by adding an outboard DAC. 

The columns on the right indicate the facili­
ties available on a transport or DAC. Remote 
control is self explanatory. The existence of elec­
trical and/or optical digital in and outputs is pretty 
fundamental to transports and DACs, as a rule 
electncal outputs are the most deswable. Class I 
transports are those with an output whose crys-

SAA7341 • 124 

POM Bitstrm • 100 

MASH/PWM • 119 

MASH/PWM • 107 

MASH/PWM • 112 

MASH/PWM • 124 

NPC bitstrrn • 119 

POM Bitstrm • 124 

PLM Bitstrm • 124 

16-bit 119 

PDM Bitstrm • 112 

POM Bitstrm • 107 

DAC7 • 119 

MASH/PWM • 128 

MASH/PWM • 124 

MASH/PWM • 107 

MASH/PWM • 112 

MASH/PWM • 119 

16-bit 95 

PDM Bitstrm • 124 

tal clock accuracy that's better than ± SOppm 

(parts per million), certain DACs won't lock onto 
transports with a lower clock accuracy. DAC 
type shows the specific converto1· chip employed. 
In much the same way that an amp's output is 
not indicative of its sound quality, the ch1p used 
in a DAC isn't the only determining factor in a 
CD player's sound. Phase inversion in the digital 
domain can make quite a big difference if you've 
got a h1gh resolution system and golden ears. 

<%. "'r.· ��-� '"<>/ ""' 
.. � Qi.·. o;.· o,.,

" 
:?,,.,, :?,.:;., 

0"� 0v� 0v� 0/ v, v, 
Product £Price Comments �' "p j' , 

.6.. Arcam Delta 250 £750 G+ Arcarn's best effort yet is a new design based on the Philips CDM9 transport; specification includes Sync Lock facility. 

£1495 VG By rights this transport should be highly incompatible yet it delivers a remarkably vivid and natural sound 

895 G+ Broadly compatible and offering a light, fresh and very bubbly sound that is both ��rat, enga�11_1g and unfatig�ng 

3500 G Beautifully styled �d co�structed but sound is bleached and generally less inspiring than that of the P-1 0 

£4300 A+ The latest version of Teac's luxury P-2 transport sounds as over-engineered as it looks. 

130 

130 

96 

96 

130 
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MAIL ORDER 
Tel: 071 436 1053 

Fax: 071 637 2690 

Product List 
AIWA 

AKA I 

AR 

ALCHEMIST 

ALPHASON 

AUDIO ALCHEMY 

AUDIOSTATIC 

AURA 

B&W 

BEYER 

BOSTON 

CERWIN VEGA 

CONRAD JOHNSON 

GOLDRING 

INFINITY 

JAMO 

JVC 

KEF 

KENWOOD 

KINSHAW 

MIRCROMEGA 

MORDAUNT -SHORT 

MOTH 

NAKAMICHI 

ORIGIN LIVE 

PHI LIPS 

PIONEER 

PROCEED 

PROJECT 

ROTEL 

RUARK 

SANSUI 

STAX 

SME 

SYSTEMDEK 

TEAC 

TECHNICS 

THORENS 

TOWNSHEND 

ASK Electronics Ltd. 

TEAC 
VRDS 7 

D700/P700 
NOW ON 

DEMONSTRATION 

We also stock a large 
range of TV's/Video's 

from 

AKAI, HITACHI, JVC 
MITSUBISHI, PANASONIC 

PHILIPS, SAMSUNG 
SHARP, TOSHIBA 

Coming Soon: 
Large range of 
NTSC Laserdiscs 

will be available 
from November 

MICROMEGA 
T-DAC 

T-DRIVE 
the first front loading 

transport from Micromega 

SALE ON NEW AND EX-DEM HI-FI 

/\udio /\lohomy DD� V1.0 
Motif (Conrad Johnson) MS2001 200 Watt Power Amp 
Mo*if (Conrad Johnson) MP11 Phone etago 
Conrad Johnson MF200 200 Watt Power Amp 
Oracle Alexandria inc. SME345 arm 
Oracle Delphi Ill 
Alphason Sonata inc. HRlOO/Atlas 
Toac Df300 D//\ Convertor 
eD /\ooustios eD 1 
SD Acoustics SD4 
Nakamichi 1 OOOmbi 

AeW 
ex-dem 
Ol( dom 
ex-dem 
new 
ex-dem 
ex-dem 
Ol( dom 
ox dom 
ex-dem 
new 

RRP 
� 

4000.00 
22§0.00 
2400.00 
1890.00 
1595.00 
1785.00 

JJG,OO 
16§0.00 

700.00 
4500.00 

UPT050% OFF 
ACCESSORIES FROM: 

NOW 
� 

2400.00 
112§.00 
1800.00 

945.00 
950.00 

1160.00 
� 
� 
455.00 

2295.00 

AKG, ALPHASON, AUDIOQUEST, AUDIOTECHNICA BEYER, CABLETALK, 

FOUNDATION, FURUKAWA GOLDRING, IXOS, KONTAK, LYRA LYNWOOD, 

MONSTER, ORTOFON, QED, SENNHEISER, SONIC L INK, SOUND STYLE, 

STRAIGHTWIRE, STANDS UNIQUE, SUMIKO, SUPRA TOWNSHEND, XLO, 

VAN DEN HUL 

248-250 Tottenhom Court Road 
251 Tottenham Court Road 

London Wl P 9AD 
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CD transports 

___ ....;....;.....;.;..;_ ____ £1990 G+ A mild-mannered transport capable of marvellous results with lively-sounding outboard converters 

£3195 G Includes a budget version ol Teac's VRDS mechanism in a fancy case; just toe expensive for the pertormance on offer. 

OJJCs 
450 VG A very measured and sophisticated sound from a DAC that leaves plenty in reserve to accommodate future upgrades. 

.A. Audio Alchemy DAC-in -the-Box 200 G Despite its slightly veiled sound this g1veaway DAC may still rescue the oldest of players from obsolescence 

.A. .A. Audio Alchemy DOE v1.0 420 VG A very sweet and seductive sounding unit that gives good results with a wide range of CO players/transports 

Audiolab 8000DACmkll 750 G Just as smooth and refined as its predecessor yet, sadly, still manages to obscure the passion or lire of music 

Audio Note DAC 1 600 G An oddball DAC with manual de-emphasis switching. Needs a high preamp 1nput impedance if bass is not to suffer. 

Sugden Stemfocrt POA -1 0 

Woodsfde OAC1 

A Woodside OAC2 

1234 G+ A weighty but neutral and highly calculated pertormer, best suited to transports like the P-1 0, despite Sync Lock facility. 

1250 A-

400 G 

695 G 

1280 G+ 

695 G+ 

1350 G 

600 G 

300 A+ 

Clad in a wooden case this marriage ol digital technology and valves has hit the rocks, a disappointingly flat sound 

A new on-board mains filter promotes a smoother and richer sound at the expense of some life and vitality. 

W1th either P-t 0 or Meridian 200 transports it delivers a very taut and dynamic sound, bathed in an open acoustic 

Bears technical comparison with both PDM2 and Bigger Bit but - in terms of sound quality - is great advance on the latter 

Warmer but no less detailed than the earlier 200-series, the 563 really comes into its own with top-flight CD transports. 

By refining the 203's sound further Meridian have also tempered its vibrancy and 'life' . Fickle with other transports 

Has a tendency to sound light, a1ry and 'fast' but it can also become a little hard or - fatiguing w1th some digital outputs 

Described as a modest but entertaining performer, achieving its sweetest balance with Arcam's 0170.3 transport. 

300 G+ Another modest OAC but one capable of a lean but clean and detailed sound that's typical of the OAC7 breed. 

499 G+ The ammated character of the Tubalog ensures it's a great upgrade on budget CD players 

139 G+ Bearing in mind its expressiVe but very forgiving performance the Digit is almost embarrassingly cheap 

400 G The overly warm and heavy bass of this OAC is quite atypical of the Crystal B1t Stream OAC. 

749 G+ A pleasant surprise from the fuddy-duddies of audio, judging by its ·masses of high resolutron detail and tremendous dynamics' 

1200 G+ Unfortunately this 'upgraded' SDA-1 is less impressive than the original, losing out on dynamics, ainness and subtle detailing 

909 G Fine but slightly dated and costly package in performance terms - but flexible, musical and t well built 

510 G+ Offering a sharp and dynam1c sound, all the more captivating for its tack of graininess and 'tizz'. A reliable upgrade 

Transport!DJJC combos 
Audio Alchemy DDSIDTIIXDP/P52 2047 A+ A multi-box combination with a Bit Stream DAC that is fundamentally more inspiring than its partnering transport. 

OPA Digital T-VPOM2mkll 

A EAD T -1000/0SP-1 000 

3245 G An ingenious combination that includes a clock-feed from the OAC to CD transport. Capable of astonishing results 

2195 VG A two-box player based on Proneer's Stable Platter CO transport. Its music always sounds fast, furious and fascinating. 

2495 G+ Partnering Linn's Numenk DAC with its Karik CD player (as transport) provides a dry, dynamic but also slightly dirty sound. 

1390 G Now updated with Crystal Brt Stream technology, this popular duet has unfortunately lost much of the charm and poise of the original. 

3100 VG Mendian's top-of-the-range two-box player looks and sounds both distinctiue and elegant, the pertect partner I or a cultured system' 

4598 G+ The third in a series of unusual transport/DAC combinations and a painng that retains a powerful, confident and rugged sound 

1500 VG They may tack the resolution of hrgh-end colleagues but still sound warm, bubbly and perpetually entertaining. 

Hybrid 

18-bit 

Bitstream 

DAC7 

20-bit 

20-bit 

16-brt 

SAA7350 

DAC7 

OAC7 

Crystal 

DAC7 

SAA7321 

SAA7321 

DAC7 

18-bit 

PDM Bitstrm 

Crystal 

TDA1541 

16-bit 

16-bit 

16-bit 

DAC7 

DAC7 

20-bit 

20-bit 

Bit Stream 

DAC7 

20-bit 

20-bit 

tape based medium. mode column. 

130 

130 

127 

127 

101 

127 

127 

113 

113 

127 

103 

103 

127 

101 

101 

113 

113 

127 

113 

127 

113 

113 

87 

101 

• 120 

• 120 

• 120 

• 120 

• 120 

• 120 

• 120 

• 120 

D 
AT, or drgital audio tape, has been on 

the market for quite some t1me now but 

has never really 'made it' as a consumer 

medrum, probably due to the fact that very little 

prerecorded software has been made ava1lable. 

In the last year m so it has began to carve 

rtself a n1che at the top end of the market rep lac� 

rng reel to reel tape recorders as the audiophile's 

The DA T standard specifies a 48kHz sam­

pling rate, wh1ch is higher· than CD, so direct 

copying in the drgital domain is only possible on 

those machines with dual sampling frequencies, ie 

48kHz and 44.1 kHz. Some machines also record 

at 32kHz to give a longer· recording time for· a 

given length of tape, this is shown in the LP 

The optical and electrical rn/outputs rn the 

column headings are for drgrtal srgnals, analogue 

in/outputs ar·e unrversal. The AES/EBU and 

S/PDIF socketry is for connectron to professional 

components and typically DA T machines with 

this facility have been made for the pro and semi­

pro markets. 

OAT players 

Panasonic SV-3700 

Tascam OA-30 

900 A+ Ambitious but ultimately disappointing deck with an opaque musical delivery and more features than you can shake a stick at 

1111 A Slick, powerfully equipped, this pro OAT has a clear, quick and colourful sound somewhat lacking in weight and substance 

1199 A+ Interesting pro OAT deck with solid, tangible sound quality which is nevertheless lacking in analysis 

111 

111 

111 
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For tl1e Best Deals i11 Tow11 
' 

- a11tl tl1at's a Pron1ise!! 
We will Match or Beat any Price from an Authorised Dealer for Goods in Stock. 

Clearance Lines, Special Offers, Ex-Display Equipment Excepted 

Mail Order Hot Une 071 723 5251 
CASSETTES 

CLEARANCE 
BARGAINS: 

··: 

Yamahq-CDl.(-:_570 
WN� 
··:tJ'/9 ··· 

ci:>"f.lA YERS WI>S toN 
£149 £299 

Kei1Wood DP-X9010 £499 £J69 
Plri/ips CJ)..940 

.. ��--::.· PlrilitJS CJ)..910 
Pionetr PD-201 . . ·;£169 C/39 
Rote/ RCD;l1.)"�X·;, .' "£230 C/85 

-'-"-'-'-'- ---
, .. . �--,-.,--

ENON (2 Yr GJUUanlee) 
PMA-250ll JOwpc 
PMA-J50ll 50wpc 
PMA-480R 50wpc 
KENWOOD 
KA-1010 65wpc 
KA-J050R 45wpc 
KA-4050R 70wpc 
KA-5020 80wpc 
KA-5050R 95wpc 
KA-7050R 100wpc 
PIONEER 

-102 JO ... pc 
-202 40wpc 

40wpc 
-602 80wpc 
-502R 70wpc 
-400X 60wpc 
-J51R 70wpc 

TECHNICS 

£160 
£220 
£220 

£125 
£180 
£250 
£205 
£315 
£450 

£115 
£150 
£205 
£315 
£270 
£270 
£170 

� � - � -·--· · . 

AJWA 
AD-F410 Hx-Pro 
AD-F810 J Head 
AD-WX828 Twn A-Rev 
DENON (2 Yr GuaTanlee) 
DRM-540 lbvPro 
DRM-710 J Head 
DRS-610 Hx-Pro 
DRS-810 J Head 
DRW-760 Hx-Pro 
KENWOOD 
K.Y-1050 Hx-Pro 
KX-5050 J Head 
PIONEER 
CT-S420 J Head 
CT-S620 J Head 
CT-W420R A/Rev 
CT-W620R Hx-Pro 
CT-W820R Rem Con 
SONY 

£99 
£199 
£179 

£160 
£260 
£200 
£300 
£250 

£150 
£205 

£225 
£299 
£180 
£225 
£170 

Rote/ RLIJ;.!Jf>.SBXLE £J29 £269 SU-A600 40wpc £170 T.ec/lnt.itiL-JiG52o Cl99 Cl29 
TC-K611 Dolby S -· ...,..£299 

f;.;.....;a CnC-635 £299 £249 
yii;,;,u,a CDX-670 £290 £239 

£249 C/99 

SU-A700 45wpc £225 
SU-A800 55wpc £280 
SU-A900 80wpc £389 
SU-V220 JOwpc £115 
SU-VJ20 45wpc £150 
YAMAR4 (2 Yr GJUUanlu) 

-570 100wpc £289 

TECHNICS 
RS-TRJJJ Hx-Pro £180 
RS-TR515 A/Rev £225 
RS-TR979 TwRec £340 
RS-BX404 Hx-Pro £160 
RS-BX646 J Head £205 
RS-BX747 J Head £270 

£21{!,_ 
xe,..,ood KX-3510 • 'f!IJ'J'"''ln9 
Kei1Wood KX-W/850 ··., fl.10 C/25 
xe,..,ood f-¥·��0: ··::.czoo £149 
Rotel Rg-�·· .. CI49 CI25 

��� :;::;� 
-11· ·l l!P/./1-JI:..R.\' & 

RH Ell ERS 
F�l TUNERS 

Y,;;,;;,.a KX-.160 Cl99 Cl69 
Yamoha KX-W262 Cl99 £169 

CWIASCUN 
��-· 

.;;.�-�·-=--�1_ .. � 
Yamoha KX-W362 £250 C/99 
FMTUNERS � 

ENON (2 Yr GuaTanlee) 

JVC FX-342 C/19 ·'t?JI· ... 
[I]§IIY� 

TV-260 "W"�r" 
Philips FT-920 tJJil-: 09 :· 
Pionetr F-676 •'!: lzW C/49 
Pioneer F- 757 :· , '·:·679 £209 
Rotel RI-!!i�,tX-.} . C/49 Cl25 
Tec/lni�,sf:":'GT63o C/99 C/39 
Y�a ''rx-470 £159 C/25 
J¥c AX-442 z x 75 w-

�!= 
Philips FA-920 .• . i:IW C/29 
Rote/ RA-94.f!Bi .. , : ·:·. ci99 CI65 
Rote/ RA-!i.ZIAX •. ·: - £129 C/05 

Y:f:l.� DSP-AJOOO 
}�tis !I]§'� � 1'10 • LO.IC 

Now Only 
£699.00 

PRO • LOGIC 
ENON (2 Yr GuaTanlee) 
VC-J5JO llOwpc £999 
VC-1530 70wpc-.. 11u. £479 
VC-1020 80wpc ,_,.a.. £729 

KENWOOD 
KA-V8500 55 £649 
KA-V7700 100wpc £549 
KR-A4050 60wpc £205 
PIONEER 
VSA-D802S 55wpc £540 
VSA-A 701S 55wpc £450 
VSX-452 50wpc-..a.,. £360 
SONY 
TA-A V570 70wpc £360 
YAMAIL4 (2 Yr GJUUanlee) 

SP-A2070 J Chn ... a..£1099 
SP-E200 J Chn £369 
SP-A970 7 Chn £799 

TV-580 RDS Sys 
KENWOOD 
KT-2050 J Band 
KT-1050 RDS Sys 
TECHNICS 
ST-610 24 Mem 
ST-G70 J Band 
ST-G470 J9 Mem 
ST-GT550 Rem Con 
ST-GT650 RDS Sys 

Aiwa • Akai • Alpine • B& W • Hose • Blml.pu nkt • Canon • Casio • Cerwin-Vega • Clarion 
Denon • Fergwson • Go/dstar • Grundig • HiJachi • Hotpoint • JVC • Jamo- JBL • Ken>WJOd 
Mercury onel!IOne • Mordmmt-Shorl• MiJsubishi • Panasonic • Pioneer • Philips • Pro P/Ms 

Sony • Samsungo Sanyo • Sharp • Technics • Toshiba • Yamaha • Wharfedale • Zanussi 

HI-VVAV HI-FI LTD 
318-324 Ed�are Rd 
London W2 -,DV AlSO AT 

242 Tottenhaln Crt Rd 
London W1 9AD 

£110 
£220 

£JJ5 
£165 

£119 
£225 
CJJO 
£175 
£210 

FANTASTIC 
SAVINGS ON 

SON"Y; 
Compact CD 
Midi Systems 

1 08CD • 1 J...pc 
159CD • 25wpc 
209CD • JO...pc 
259CD • JOwpc 
J59CD • 50...pc 
759CD • 80wpc 

Was Now 
849-£299 
£45(}- £385 
£4l)l) £429 
£MI}- £469 
i¥)l) £519 

£l(JI)l)£949 

111-F/.'il:\TE.\1.\' 
&.!:!:d. 
LCX-09 
NXS-270 
NSX-140 
NSX-D707 
NSX-D909 
Z-650 
ZD-7000M 
AKA1 

/Owpc 
16wpc 
20wpc 
J5wpc 

J5wpc 
20wpc 
40...pc 

£115 
£150 
£250 
£450 
£585 
CJJO 
£720 

MX-92 25wpc £270 
DENON (2 Yr GuaTanlee) 
D-250 50wpc £930 
D-65 JOwpc £570 
D-90 40wpc £670 
D-110 40wpc £800 
fflTACm 
AX-12S 20wpc 
JVC 
AdagioG7 
Adagio G9 
AdagioS2 
AdagioSJ 
AdagioS6 
UX-A4 
UX-Tl 
W-58CD 
KENWOOD 

50wpc 
55wpc 
JOwpc 
J2wpc 
45wpc 
15wpc 

8wpc 
50wpc 

UD-951M 42wpc 
M-47G 45wpc 
M-28MG 40..pc 
M-97MG 85wpc 
PIONEER 
N-JJ 
N-6JT 

J2wpc 
J7wpc 
66wpc 

49wpc 
50wpc 
60wpc 
102wpc 
105wpc 

£315 

£720 
£949 
£JJ5 
£360 
£540 
£315 
£270 
£450 

£999 
£699 
£549 

£1099 

And MANY MANY 
More 

THE CAR HI-A 
SPECIAUST 

.JVC 
KS-RX770+ 

CD Changer System 

Was£#9 £349.00 
PIONEER 

KE-2730 Radio!Cass 4x7 Watts 
Was CJM. NOW C/29 

KE-3730 Radio/Cass Do/by B NR 
Was CJM NOW £145 

ALPINE 
7981JM In Dash 3 Tray CD/Tuner 

Excl.uding Power Amps 
Was £67-11 NOW £529 

KENWOOD 
KDC 86R CD!Tuntr RDS-EON 

Exc. Power Amps 
War £4P9.NOW £J90 

SONY® 
DJ 704 CD System 

4x25 Wat<r XR 7041 Radio!Cass 
+ CDX 70 10 CD Cha.nger 

Was £499NOW £J65 

PIONEER 
SPEAKER BARGINS 

TS-E/066 Was £17-NOW £27 pair 
TS-E/399 Was C'H NOW £56 pair 
TS-E/61J8 Was £61>-NOW £4/J pair 
TS-G/033 Was CJ+NOW £25 pair 
TS-F/385 Was CJ+ NOW £27 pair 

1994 
PIONEER RANGE 

.� 
I 
I 
I 
I 



Headphones 
.A. AKG KlOOO 

AKG K135 

.A. AKG K240 Monitor 

.A. AKG K280 Parabolic 

.A. AKG K340 

AKG K44 

.A. AKG K400 

.A. AKG K500 

Aiwa HP-X30 

.A. Audio-Technica ATH-308 

.A. Audio-Technica ATH-609 

Audio· Technica ATH-611 

Audio-Technica ATH-9000 

.A. Audio-Technica ATH-91 0 

.A. Audio-Technica ATH-911 

Bandridge EH91 ODD 

.A. Beyer DT-211 

Beyer DT411 

.A. Beyer DT911 

.A. Beyer DT990 

.A. Beyer IRS690 

.A. Jecktin Float Electrostatic 

.A. ..A. Jecklin Float Model One 

.A. Jecklin Float Model Two 

JVC HA-0690 

JVC HA-0910 

Kenwood KH-1 000 

Philips SBC3390 

Quart Pt10ne 75X 

.A. .A. Sennheiser H0440 11 

Sennheiser HO 54011 

.A. ..A. Sennheiser H0560 Ovation 11 

.A. Sony MOR-CDl 000 

.A. Sony MDR-CD3000 

.A. ..A. Sony MDR-CD350 

.A..&. Sony MOR-C0550 

.A. Sony MOR-C0750 

Sony MOR-C0850 

.A. Stax Gamma pro/SRO-X pro 

.A. Stax Lambda Signature/SRM-T1 

.A. Stax SR Gamma 

.A. Stax SR Lambda Pro/SR0-7SB 

.A. Stax SR Lambda Pro/SRM-1 

Technics RP-F1 0 

.A. .A. Vivanco SR808 Classic 

Yamaha YH0-1 

THE DIRECTORY 

Headphones · 

T
here are a variety of different approaches 

to head phone design. Amongst the more 

expensive models, electrostatic drivers are 
used in open-backed phones. The majority of 

these come w1th some fonm of transfonmer 

which usually takes the signal from the speaker 

tenminals on the amplif1er. but some can run 

from a pair of tape out sockets. 

The more down to earth (see affordable) 

models feature dynamic, or moving coil, drivers in 

circular open or closed backed designs. The 

advantage of open backs seems to be a corre­

spondingly open sound, but one can also of 
course hear extemal noises. Closed-back designs 

are useful in situations where it is necessary to 
block out background noise. but they aren't gen-

erally as good sonically. 

Another means of distinguish1ng different 

types is the way they s1t on yoUI- head. There are 

three styles: circumaural models enclose the ear 

and rest on the s1de of the head; supra-aural 
designs feature a flat pad which presses on the 

outer ear (pinna); and intra-aurals rest inside the 

ear itself. and are popular w1th personal stereos. 

646 E One of the best dynamics on the market, hooks directly to speaker outputs and makes much of the competition sound lame Extra-aural 99 

46 A The K135s don't live up to the usual AKG standards, though they do have the ability to reproduce rhythm well Supra-aural 63 

82 G Something of a classic, these AKGs are very user friendly in all respects; sonically on the warm side of neutral Circumaural 63 

117 G+ A very revealing and unusual twin driver design that uses the same principle as a satellite dish to beam sound into the ear Circumaural 63 

191 E Heavyweight cans in most respects, the K340 with its electrostatic tweeter is a very revealing head phone Circumaural 75 

42 A Good quality personal oriented phone, could have a better sense of space but is musically quite communicative Supra-aural 99 

118 VG Comfortable over long sessions. Sound is exquisitely detailed, dynamic and uncoloured Supra-aural 121 

138 G+ Open and clear, they reproduced music with impressive definition, balance is on the light side but transparency is high Circumaural 111 

26 G- A flashy personal stereo phone which alternatively could be used at home. A slight LF tonal preference colours the response Supra-aural 75 

26 A- Small cans with a fairly forward balance which helps perceived clarity but can become wearing over time, good for personals Supra-aural 111 

31 A- Warm feeling and sound1ng w1th 1mpress1ve physical substance for the price, could be more relaxed and open Circumaural 99 

51 G Same basic design as 609 but bigger thinner diaphragm makes this a more relaxed and informative head phone Circumaural 99 

246 G Electrets which connect to the amps speaker outputs, it sounds a little too smooth but would suit aggressive amps Circumaural 111 

90 G The closed-back 91 Os are an improvement on the 909s with a nice rhythmic quality rarely found with headphones Circumaural 55 

80 VG Nicely finished dynamic headphones with all the trimmings, plus a very clean and subtle sound C�rcumaural 63 

50 A- Modestly successful mid/top, but dreadfully cloying, ploddy bass makes this model essentially untistenabte Circumaural 121 

25 A Good value compact, couth and en1oyable, esp in midband. Earpads not removable for cleaning Supra-aural 121 

59 G A reasonable but not very thrilling headphone that doesn't really offer enough at the price Supra-aural 111 

199 VG Probably too revealing for many headphone amps these are very subtle and fine if expensive cans Circumaural 111 

109 VG A significant pair of dynamic headphones; they have a smooth and yet revealing neutral sound that is hard to criticise Circumaural 55 

203 VG H1gh quality infra-red headphones with sott comfy earpads and mellow but informative sound quality which is hard to dislike Circumaurat 75 

399 E These electrostatics have an openness of sound rarely found in the breed, with good dynamic range to boot Circumaural 55 

75 G+ Whilst very unusual in appearance, the Floats give remarkable sound quality and openness at a reasonable price Circumaural 55 

99 G+ Helmet shaped and pretty unflattering but open sounding and comfortable in the long term. te lack of adjustment Circumaural 63 

40 A Competent but rather undistinctive cans, a bit middle of the road and well suited to aggressive sources Supra-aural 111 

60 A Broadly acceptable if unexciting design with low level losses and some colourations Circumaural 121 

20 A- First step up from a true mini: a near miniature which is cheap, comfortable and inoffensive Supra-aural 121 

60 A Up front but rather aggressive headphone with lightweight, coloured sound. Not very comfortable. Supra-aural 121 

70 A Unusually comfortable sealed headphone, though sound isolation poor. Hard, edgy sound quality. Circumaural 121 

35 A+ Still the one by which others at the price are measured, though now slightly leaden sounding, cold treble Supra-aural 121 

120 G+ A good but not great headphone that due to its high impedance and efficiency should work welt with most sources Circumaural 111 

140 VG Characteristic slightly heavy sound, but still the benchmark at this price level. High class sound and comfort Circumaural 121 

170 G+ A fine sounding and comfortable headphone that's likely to work well with most sources Circumaural 111 

350 G+ Better than most of the headphone outputs around so hard to make the most of, potentially up there with _11! electrostatics Circumaural 99 

30 G Very impressive, possibly the most open sounding cheap closed back can around, lightweight in balance but transparent Circumaural 99 

60 G+ A very competent headphone, creates a remarkable sense of space for a closed back design and sounds natural to boot Circumaural 99 

90 G+ Reasonably comfortable and eminently listenable these Sonys have characteristically good bass power and relaxed hf Circumaurat 111 

100 A+ Very comfortable, and reasonable sound - better than most sealed designs - though hardness intrudes Circumaural 121 

678 E The Gamma pros are like a stethoscope for your hi-fi, revealing subtleties that many loudspeakers fail to resolve Circumaurat 63 

1644 E The Signature when combined with the SRM-Tl valve driver must be the most transparent headphone available Circumaural 72 

239 G+ The next model down the Stax range from the Lambda, the Gamma is an excellent headphone w1th little to criticise but the price Circumaural 55 

674 G+ An industry reference, frighteningly revealing, bringing across more information than loudspeakers costing twice as much Circumaural 55 

1239 E Extracts layers of informaiiOn that other headphones only hint at. The SRM-1 has more edge than the SRM-T1 CircuTaural 75 

100 A Another very comfortable seated model, modest sound isolation and uneven sound favouring bass Circumaural 121 

55 G A new mid price reference from a new and interesting source. Good all round, no obvious shortcomings Supra-aural 121 

46 G Stylish semi-folding design with a slightly forward balance that very nearly scraped a recommendation Supra-aural 111 

DON'T RISK MISSING AN ISSUE OF THE WORLD'S FINEST HI-FI MAGAZINE. CALL 
THE HI-FI CHOICE SUBSCRIPTION HOTLINE ON 0858 468888 FOR DETAILS. 
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Three easy steps for a 
better mail order service 

0732 458985 
Sevenoaks Hi Fi 
Confidence 
So you've read your hi fi magazine and decided to buy 
a new Hi Fi Separate, Mini System or Video Recorder 
But you are unable to visit your local hi fi shop, or 
perhaps they don't have what you want in stock at a 
truly competitive price? 
The simple solution is to call Sevenoaks Hi Fi and buy 
with confidence from a retailer that has been in 
business for over 20 years and dealt successfully with 

thousands of mail order customers. 

Secure 24 hour 
Delivery service 
All our Mail Order Sales are sent via Parcelforce on 
their 24 hour delivery service, with your equipment 
fully insured against loss or damage. If you are not in 
at the time of delivery, a card will be left with a 
telephone number for you to contact and arrange a 
new delivery time. Our carriage charge for UK 
Mainland is only £7. 00. 
CUSTOMERS PLEASE NOTE· • Keep all packagipg and instructions. if you have 

a problem the eqwpment must be returned in it"s original packaging. • We 
refund the cost of returns in the first 72 months via compensation fee post. • 
Our own fully trained service engineers are capable of repairing 99% of faults in 
our own workshops. • Goods are not available for assessment or sale or return. 

• See our main advertisement for details of our Price Promise. 

_____________ FiniSh ----­
I enclose cheque/card no and 

expiry dare for £. ____ _ 

Card No. --------

Expiry Date ______ _ 

Name --------­
Address --------

Complete your 
details and post to: 

Sevenoaks Hi Fi, 

111 London Road, 
Sevenoaks, 
Kent TN 13 1 BH 

-4$1J,f.£15!1UJI&&Ii.!.!.!.!.IJ.EI.i111d.f.t\Nidfil;a,II:I!R,¥jF.fil,fT.M!F.!IIi.li.Pidt4:ht 
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Loudspeakers 
.A. Acoustic Energy Aegis 1 

Acoustic Energy AE 1 

.A. Acoustic Energy AE3 

Acoustic Research Pi 3 

Acoustic Research AR M.5 

.A. .A. Acoustic Research AR M1 

Acoustic Research AR M2 

.A. .A. Allison AL 1 00 

Allison AL 1 05 

A. AllisonAL110 

Allison AL120 

Allison MS 200 

.A. Apogee Caliper Signature 

.A. Arcam Delta 2 

ATC SCM20 

.6. Audio Note AN-E 

.A. Audio Note AN-J 

Aura SP-50 

.6. B&W 2001 

B&W 2003 

.6. B&W DM620i 

A B&W Matrix 801 

B&W Matrix 805 

.A. Bose 305 

Bose 401 

Bose 901 MK6 

Boston HD5 

.A. Boston Acoustics SWl 0 

Brinkmann Endymion 

.A. Cabasse Bisquine 

.A. Cabasse Skiff 

A Canon S-30 

.A. Canon S-50 

.A. .A. Castle Chester 

Castle Durham 

.A. Castle Pembroke 

A Castle Trent 11 

.A. Castle Winchester 

Castle York 

.A. .A. Cetestion 1 

A .A. Celestion 3 Mkll 

Celestion CS 135 

.A. Cetestion 15 

Celestion 9 

Celestion SL 12Si 

Celestion SL600Si 

Celestion SL6Si 

Celestion 300 

Dati 102 

Dawn Chorus FS 

Dynaudio Contourl .3 

L
ast item in the hi-fr chain, to some extent 

the loudspeaker is mer·ely the slave of what 

has gone before, capable only of reproduc­

ing a signal as good as it is fed. Nevertheless the 

distortions (colorations and stereo effects) intro­

duced by loudspeakers (and rooms) tend to be 

more rmmediately obvious than those anywhere 

else in the chain, so careful choosing according to 

taste is very important. 

The average loudspeaker consists of a small-

THE DIRECTORY 

ish enclosure, much of which may have begun life 

as part of a tree, plus a couple of drive units hid­

den behind a removable grille. I nside the box 

lurks a simple electrical circuit known as a 

crossover·, which divides the incoming (full range) 

signal into the right bits for the drivers to handle. 

Variations on the above fonmula are specifically 

identrfied in the entries. The designer's primary 

task is to balance the 'sensitivity' of the loud­

speaker (how loud it goes for a given electrical 

452 G Rich and slightly heavy balance doesn't mask fine mid/treble coherence and transparency. Entry level for all-metal drivers 

950 G Amongst the best miniatures around, shows exceptional mid focus and coherence, but is pricey and could be more agile. 

1650 G+ Solrd, authoritative and impressively accurate- if a shade ponderous and slow 

219 A Lively good value box has extra bass driver to give plenty of thump, but lacks refinement and extension 

139 A- Pretty enough but a bit too tiny for its own good, it's better suited to auxiliary surround sound duties 

199 G Cutely shaped miniature delivers splendidly unboxy bass and midrange, but is a little marred by a rather bright treble 

299 A Not necessarily as agile or well balanced as the cute little Ml, M2 is larger, louder and still anractivety unboxy 

input) agarnst the bass extension (how low does 

it go). shown as 'bass from', for the given box 

size. After that such subtleties as coloration (or 

lack of it) and dispersion come rnto the equation. 

Careful placement of the loudspeakers wrthin 

the room is as important as the initial choice of 

model. See srtrng columns for guidance. For good 

stereo they need to be more or less the same 

distance fmm nearby walls. Models not ticked as 

'fioorstanding' will require rigid stands. 

39x2lx26 

29.5xl8x25 

63x26.5x37 

51 .5x2lx23 

22xl6x23 

28 84 

48 84 

23 85 

50 88 

50 88 

27x20x26 30 85 

4lx24x36 28 89 

118 

102 

86 

100 A Loud and lively budget wall-mount is bigger and beefier than most ot the competition, if tacking some subtlety and refinement 

170 A- Pretty enough in appearance, sonically the AL 105 doesn't really make the grade at the £150 askrng pnce 

33.5x24x21.5 30 87 

37x24x21 45 87 

110 

114 

110 

118 

94 

78 

220 G- Compact bookshelf model is a little dry and mid forward, but bass is extended and solid 

420 A Pretty well balanced if slightly mid forward, but sound quality rs a little disappointing for the price 

220 A- Small and solid as a brick, this micro-miniature has limited bass and bnght balance, but sounds agile and communicative 

3995 G+ Power hungry full range ribbon panels have remarkable transparency and delicacy, loudness and 'grunt' are a bit lacking 

340 G Pretty luxury compact sounds a shade forward and coloured but has dynamic and lively bass for its size 

1461 G+ Massively built, invariably informatrve but the rather forward presentation can be uncomfortable 

1300 G+ Lovely coherence, great midband dynamics and transparency, extended bass and high sensitivrty- pity it's so darn ugly! 

799 G+ Light damping and local unevenness adds some coloration, but doesn't spoil the very lively, dynamic and coherent sound 

400 A Two very tasty drivers rather outclass the cabinetwork; a capable but slightly dull compact stand mount 

120 A Cunningly concealing its (very real) limitations, this is just about the smoothest and best balanced miniature around 

190 A- Flashy and assertive ghetto blaster styling is not reflected in the rather bland, if well balanced sound 

399 A+ Good material value, this compact floorstander has a beautifully voiced midband, less happy bass tuning 

3495 G+ Lacks the transparency of the best panels, and the drama of the best dynamics, but is something of an acoustic tour de force 

845 G Stylish, with remarkable imaging properties, good balance and low coloration, though less successful at musical communication 

430 G- A bit of an oddball, fine dynamic liveliness and a good room match more than make up for the strange stereo imaging and treble 

500 A Cheaply built but distinctively styled semi-omni floorstander suffers from heavy mid bass but still sounds lively and open 

1650 A The pre-equalised multi-driver 901 is cleverly engineered to deliver exceptional loudness 

139 A Trny and prettily shaped minrature has an attractive lack of boxiness, but is a little short of drama and dynamic drive 

449 G- Clever powered subwoofer system integrates well and improves system loudness and power handling 

395 A+ Omnidirectional design with rococo styled urn-shaped ceramic enclosure. Distinctly bass light, but impressrvely coherent 

600 G+ Classy French large bookshelf speaker has great coherence and dynamic grip, but a rather mid-forward overall character 

1500 G+ Large floorstanding three-way gives great sensitivity and bass extension with fine dynamic grip 

180 A+ Clever and unusual moulded design has attractive lively coherence, along with 'wide imaging stereo' eHect 

250 A+ Only a small cone miniature at heart, the fascinating styling and extended sweet spot feature make it utterly original. 

650 G+ A brilliant throwback, using horn-type approach to provide startling midrange dynamics and coherence. 

250 A Like the slightly larger York. the very pretty presentation is not reflected in a similarly sweet sound 

400 A+ Comfortably recommended, a sweet smooth sound with good overall balance of engineering-based performance 

190 A Very classy finish for the price, plus a sound that passes muster wrthout setting anything much alight 

1499 G+ Unconventional and beautifully cratted, large for its bass extension but engagingly agile and attractrvely open and airy 

349 A+ Pretty little real wood compact has an engaging transparency, good balance and fine timing, could do with more authority 

109 A Pretty basic performance but at a very basic price- it all sounds a bit scrappy and untidy, but its heart's in the right place 

130 A+ Smooth and polished by budget speaker standards, if a bit laid back for some tastes 

139 A- Compact hideway passive subwoofer lacks serious bass extension; for high sensitivity speakers only 

389 G Big box and bang for your bucks, short on subtlety and control, but long on both enthusiasm and perceived vinyl wood grain 

269 A Nicely presented and fair material value, with impressively flat bass-to-mid balance 

629 A Elements of fine sound quality, but this 'grown up' SL6 variation has a lumpy response alongside its improved power handling 

820 G Has certain remarkable qualities that some will find irresistible, but needs careful system and roorn matching 

429 A+ This stereotype luxury compact can sound a bit dull and congested, but really opens up on Slate Audio stands; favours CD 

40x24.5x22.5 28 86 

63x28x27 30 88 

25.5xl4.5xl5 50 85 

122x70x6.5 30 81 

37.5x22.5x27.5 40 

44x24x31 28 

87 

82 

80x36x28 20 91 

58.5x33x24.5 25 90 

40x22x25 30 87 

29xl8x21 48 87 

43x2lx25 30 88 

77x24x32 40 89 

77 /99x56x43 <20 86 

42x26x22.5 30 87 

28x45x23 40 88 

78.5x30x28.5 28 89 

33x54x32 28 89 

25x16x18.5 30 86 

50x28.5x42 35 NA 

48x29 (diam) 50 85 

48x26x30.5 30 91 

1 00x30x36 25 92 

27x22.5x23.5 50 88 

30x24(diam) 48 84 

94x23x27 45 87 

40x22x24 48 88 

55x37.5x30.5 46 88 

33.5xl8x20 50 88 

114x24x47 25 87 

43x22x26 30 86 

27.5xl6x21 50 87 

3lx18.5x20 45 87 

52x 19x34 45 88 

1 03x20.5x25.5 28 90 

49.5x20.5x24 30 89 

53x20x27 50 85 

27x20x23 52 82 

37.5x20x25 30 86 

102 

98 

106 

81 

94 

86 

106 

110 

126 

118 

122 

• 126 

81 

98 

78 

• 110 

86 

110 

• 126 

• 106 

110 

• 122 

114 

102 

98 

118 

31 

122 

90 

110 

114 

130 

• 128 

1099 G Splendrd bass extension and fine panel-like openness and transparency, but dynamics and timing are suspect, balance very laid back. 100x2lx31 <20 86 

• 114 

102 

66 

68 

94 

118 

230 A Attractrve bookshelf model has fine midband focus and bass extension, but treble's a bit restrained and bass a bit detached 

698 G Corn pact floorstander with superb coherence but rather forward rnidband. Would suit smaller rooms best 

1199 G Heavyweight luxury finish bookshelf modelltas good scale and weight but is pricey and a bit ponderous 

37x21 x25 

9lx26x21 

38x20.5x29 

30 86 

30 86 

28 86 

114 

• 114 

t22 
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Do you want to choose your hifi in a 
comfortable and relaxing environment . .  ? 

Do you want friendly and helpful advice 
(and a cup of tea) . .  ? 

Do you want to buy your system 
based on what you hear (and not what 

somebody tells you) . .  ? 

Do you live in GUILDFORD . .  ? 

... or Addlestone, Aldershot, Ashford (Middx), Ashstead, Bagshot, Basingstoke, Bracknell, 
Camberley, Chertsey, Cranleigh, Dorking, Epsom, Esher, Farnborough, Farnham, Frimley, Godalming, 

Hartley Wintney, Haslemere, Hook, Horsham, Liphook, Leatherhead, Odiham, Petersfield, Reading, 
Reigate, Redhill, Shepperton, Virginia Water, West Byfleet, Weybridge, Windsor, Woking? 

Nobody else in these areas stocks all the following major brands: Acoustic Energy, Arcam, Audio 

Innovations, Audiolab, Aura, B&W, Celestion, Creek, Cyprus, Dali, Epos, Deltec, Harman Ka�·don, 

heybrook, Infinity, JPW, KEF (Reference), Linn Products (including records), Marantz, Meridian, 

Mission, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Nakamichi, Onix, QED (Systemline), Quad, Rega, Revox, Rogers, 

Rotel, Sony, Supra, Sound Org, Target, Yamaha (including Home Cinema Systems) & Top Tape. 

Audio Technica AT637 Electronics Stylus Cleaner available by mail order exclusively!!! 

Visit us first and you won't need to go anywhere else, we have superb demonstration rooms where you 

can decide in comfort, and we will deliver and install free of charge (and part exchange is possible). 

Complete service - We are the only outlet in the area to offer the complete service. As well as 
stocking selected items from the above manufacturers we are able to serve and/or repair on the 

premises all the above brands (and others also). 

The Shop 
Guildford's only REAL Hi-Fi shop 

We are at: 

3 BRIDGE STREET, GUILDFORD 

(by the traffic lights-
next door to Alfred Marks) 

0483 504801. 0483 304756 
Access • Visa • Switch Open Monday- Saturday 9am- 6pm (later by appointment) 



THE DIRECTORY 

Loudspeakers continued 
Product £Price Comments , 

AA Epos ES11 

A Epos ES14 

A Faraday FS1 

Faraday FS5 

Faraday Siren 

A GLL Maxim 

Harbetll LS315A 

A Harbeth HL-P3 

A harmanlkardon LS 0200 

A Heybrook Prima 

A Heybrook Quartet 

A Heybrook Sextet 

A Heybrook Solo 

A Heybrook Trio 

Infinity Modulus 

A Infinity Reference 1 0 

Infinity Reference 20 

A Infinity Reference 30 

Infinity Infinitesimal 

Jamo Concert 11 

Jamo Cornet 40 Ill 

Jamo Concert V 

Jamo Concert VII 

A Jamo Cornet 50 

Jamo Silhouette 

JBL Control 1 Plus 

JBL L1 

JBL ti1000 

A Jordan JH400 

A JPWAP2 

A JPWAP3 

AA JPW Gold Monitor 

A JPW Minim 

A A JPW Mini Monitor 

A JPWP1 

AA JPW P1 Vinyl 

AA JPW Sonata 

JPW Sonata Plus 

A JRT AD1 

A JRT AD1 Micro 

A Jordan JH400 

A KEF 104/2 

KEF K120 

KEF 030 

A KEF 080 

KEF 090 

KEF AV1 

Kammerzelt Rei Mini Monitor 

A Kenwood LS-770E 

395 G+ Integral baffle/driver to give a remarkable combination of low coloration, transparency and speed; bass is a bit shy 

595 G+ Substantial stand mount delivers delightlul midrange locus and delicacy w1th good bass control. System sensitive 

225 A+ Concrete box on a budget, works surprisingly well despite cheap drivers, wood veneers here Direct sale only 

575 G Pricey and ugly, but with its own sonic charm, thanks to substantial influence of the concrete enclosure has upon the sound 

375 A- Interesting if ugly high mass concrete cabinet is let down by imbalance of ageing driver combination 

119 A Budget miniature offers well balanced strengths and few weaknesses at a very realistic price; a bit feeble 

539 A Still a classic miniature, though not to every taste, and none the better for the recent update under our listening conditions 

479 G Very limited loudness but impressive lull-range scale from uncoloured and very well balanced but time-smeared sub-miniature 

150 A Laid back to a fault but entertaining nonetheless, and a big box for the price 

130 A+ Neat and discreet miniature delivers f1ne coherence, pace and timing, though balance is a trifle forward and bass a bit light 

555 G Beautifully presented and built large bookshelf model with good sensitivity and a lively, forward sound 

1099 G+ Engagingly coherent and a highly analytical, partly due to distinct and t always comfortable upper-mid forwardness 

189 A+ Discreetly styled, sounds a little untidy in both bass and treble but handles complex rhythmic material much better than most 

359 G Same drivers as HBS1 in prettier real wood enclosure give a sweeter and more forgiving if less committed sound 

795 A+ Carefully conceived and beautifully built. Undeniably attractive in the mid and treble, it failed to handle the bass as well 

200 A An engaging and lively sound from a prettily finished and substantial small bookshelf size model 

300 A Well presented and balanced with good bass control, but somehow lacks convincing cohes1on and agility. 

400 G Budget price lloorstander has good overall balance and bass extension, but is rather coloured and uneven 

499 A Cute but pricey amplified subwoofer is too small to deliver real bottom octave grunt 

330 A- A respectable 'bookshelf' pertormer that needs free space siting but mcludes attractive cabinetwork and a neat grille 

130 A Pretty presentation and a strong box, but poor driver fixing. Decent if bright sound 

500 A Compact, solid, nicely finished delivers unusually extended bass at the expense of lowish sensitivity; midband is laid back 

800 A Beautifully built, uses unusual double reflex bass system, unsuccessfully as far as low frequency resolution is concerned 

150 A+ Good value bookshelf size speaker has a rough and ready sound but good heart, engaging liveliness and fair timing 

400 A+ Tall, slim and rather elegant in 1ts way, doesn't sound bad for a styling exercise, just a bit rich and polite 

250 A Sub-miniature with forward midrange and real bass; highish price partly justified by near-indestructible Pro build 

479 G Good power handling, decent transparency and deep but current hungry bass from a compact and solid enclosure 

1500 G Ultra-engineered, beautifully cratted bookshelf model. Pertormance compromised by over enthusiastic midbass output from port 

590 A+ Piano finish hexagon has single full range driver and controversial sound, with uneven balance but dehghtlul mid coherence 

180 A Offers real wood veneer at a bargain price; pertormance is cleaner but broadly comparable to P1 Vinyl overall 

225 A+ Pretty good stereo and well balanced overall it had its own character wh1ch is well suited to vinyl replay 

80 A Great sound for pound value through bass and midband, but the top end's rather coarse 

79 A- Very civilised but dynamically limited, the Minim is well suited to the smaller room and where limited loudness is acceptable 

60 A- Ultra cheap Richer Sounds special is lightweight and short of welly, but a snip for surround sound use 

155 A+ Honest and basically articulate if not very sophisticated, resolution is good but can sound a little wearing in bright systems 

135 A A lot of highly competent loudspeaker for the price, with a safe sound that's unlikely to disappoint. 

115 A+ Well balanced and integrated, offers fine sound if limited bass and dynamic range, plus real tree wood at a nearly silly price 

135 A- This luxury variation on the redoubtable Sonata theme features a metal dome tweeter, and isn't the better for it 

500 G+ A fair share of cosmetic deficiencies do little to spoil the impressive coherence and timing 

389 G Delightful life and coherence, gives surprising impression of scale; some aggressive tendencies but very open to system tuning 

504 A+ Piano finish hexagon has single full range driver and controversial sound, with uneven balance but delightlul mid coherence 

1595 G+ A reference point for dynamics, preferred without KUBE, suited to many rooms. Good stereo, high sound level 

169 A Physically pretty and somcally competent but undistinguished bookshelf size model has good sensitivity but limited extension 

349 A F111e focus from Uni-0 driver, but lacks drive and time coherence; acoustically smaller than 1t looks 

569 A+ Uni-0 floorstander has good stereo and line midband coherence, but bass lacks extension, drive and resolution 

739 A Generous floorstander has even balance and decent extension but fails to communicate excitement and involvement effectively 

2499 G- Awesomely built, finished and powertul subwoofer lacks the subtlety and unintrusiveness for top class hi-li applfications 

425 G A beguilingly sweet sound with good pace and drive, but scale is restricted and presence a little dulled considering the price 

Impressively communicative bookshelf model has fine vigour, scale and dynamics, if not the smoothest sound around 

37.5x20x25 

49x22.5x29 

47x27x28 

46x27x26 

46x27x27 

26x17x20 

30.5x19x16 

31x19x17 

38x21 x29 

29x1 9.5x18 

41x24x23 

96x27x20 

36x23x22 

47x24x25 

30x18x26 

36x23x23 

46x27x24 

86x27x24 

34x34x34 

41x24x25 

32x20x22 

86x24x28 

96x28x31.5 

42x23x22.5 

122x24.7x17 

23x15.5x14 

40x21x25.4 

44x30x28 

33x24x30.5 

43.5x25.5x26 

52x25x29.5 

27x18xt8 

27.5x18x1 9.5 

27x18x17 

44x25.9x26.1 

43.5x25.5x26 

32x23x20 

32x23x21 

59.5x28x36 

28x17x21 

33x24x30.5 

90x28x41.5 

34x20.5x26 

73x19x29 

85x24.5x26.5 

90x25x32 

43x56x50 

27x17x24 

48x27x25 

45 86 

25 85 

45 86 

28 90 

48 87 

30 85 

60 81 

23 82 

30 86 

50 86 

48 89 

25 85 

28 87 

45 89 

45 84 

50 87 

27 88 

25 89 

40 NA 

48 85 

48 86 

20 85 

25 87 

28 87 

45 88 

50 89 

47 87 

45 89 

50 83 

45 86 

57 90 

50 85 

28 85 

50 85 

60 89 

32 87 

55 86 

30 87 

28 86 

50 87 

50 83 

50 92 

45 87 

44 88 

45 87 

25 88 

<20 NA 

50 85 

25 89 

94 

98 

114 

102 

94 

122 

66 

118 

130 

110 

122 

• 102 

90 

118 

86 

98 

102 

• 122 

• 128 

66 

130 

• 102 

94 

110 

• 114 

90 

121 

118 

106 

106 

46 

130 

82 

122 

59 

102 

71 

90 

86 

94 

106 

60 

106 

• 126 

• 106 

• 118 

• 128 

A Kenwood LS-500G 

260 G 

500 G 

200 G 

Japanese designed and built luxury compact delivers an invigorating and exciting sound; an interesting contrast to some lazier models 45x23x26 48 89 

94 

106 

118 

122 

90 

AA Legend 11 

AA Linn Index 11/KuStone 

A Linn Kaber 

A Linn Keilidh 

Living Voice Air Partner 

A Lumley Monitor Reference 3 

Lumley Monitor Reference 4 

A Magneplanar MG 1 .4 

Magneplanar SMGa 

Marantz DS11 0 

Marantz DS220 

Meridian Argent 1 

Meridian Argent 2 

Meridian M30 

A Mission 753 

Liveliness, coherence and fine information retrieval justifies the odd looking moulded baffle construction 

374 G Stand and speaker looks and sounds very good, good bass extension and control, fine dynamic range. Clean, clear if a shade slow 

1298 G+ Ory, bright balance emphasises superb dynamic range and transient precision, but can sound unforgiving 

579 G+ Stunning timing and coherence and awesome bass drive, especially with ceramic plinth; sounds a bit shut in 

11990 E Formidable horn design with astounding transparency, dynamics and speed. Its idiosyncracies are compensated by sheer energy 

895 G+ Lovely free stander suffers from indifferent bass alignment, but is fast, coherent, solid and very informative indeed. 

375 A All metal diaphragm and real wood at fair price; balance uneven - upper mid forward with suspect bass tuning 

1090 G+ Offers a very crisp and articulate sound, particularly revealing of upper mid vocal details 

668 A Tonally 'rich', in the right room it proved a satisfactory musical experience 

200 A+ Pretty near-miniature trades bass extension for sensitivity, delivering fine midband dynamics but little grunt 

300 A+ Nicely shaped and presented large bookshelf model sounds competant rather than inspired; a touch too heavy 

995 G+ Beautifully built, finished and shaped, has fine bass extension and virtual absence of 'boxiness'; needs a big amplifier 

875 G Beautiful high-tech 'large compact' delivers extended, smooth
_ 
and neutral sound with fair speed. Slate Audio stands essential 

950 A Pricey active speaker, easy on the ears and worth considering especially where space is at a premium 

700 G+ Gorgeous presentation and potential for open transparency. Floorstander with lots of drivers that gives lots of loudness 

37x21x30 

44x21 x23.5 

89x1 9x29 

83x20x27.5 

165x64x92 

87x27.5x28 

36x17x23 

155x8x57 

122x48x4.5 

33x19.5x20.5 

37x23x26 

33x27x27 

48.5x21 x29.5 

38.5x18x32 

90x22x30.5 

48 88 

28 86 

25 85 

22 87 

40 101 

30 90 

44 86 

40 88 

56 85 

55 88 

50 88 

28 83 

23 85 

40 NA 

45 88 

• 118 

• 114 

• 117 

106 

126 

72 

46 

114 

122 

98 

94 

46 

• 114 
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SPECIAL OFFER ON YAMAHA DSP-A970 IMPRO LOGIC AMP 

AUTHORISED DEALER FOR ALL MA..JOR BRANDS 

RING US FOR BEST PRICE IN TOWN - WE CAN BEAT ANY PRICE! 

SONY 
MINI HIFI 
Compact 1 08CD ................ £POA 
Compact 1 09CD ................ £POA 
Compact 209CD ................ £POA 
Compact 159CD ................ £POA 
Compact 259CD ................ £POA 
Compact 359CD ................ £POA 
Compact 559CD ................ £POA 
Compact 707CD ................ £POA 
Compact 759CD ................ £POA 
MHC-51 OCD ...................... £POA 
MHC-710CD ...................... £POA 
MHC-2750CD .................... £POA 
MHC-2800CD .................... £POA 
MHC-3800CD .................... £POA 
MDS1 01 ............................. £POA 
SS-V77 .............................. £POA 
SS-J80AV .......................... £POA 
SA-W90 ............................. £POA 
DSP 2070 .......................... £POA 

CD PLAYERS 
CDP 411 ............................ £POA 
CDP 711 E .......................... £POA 
CDP 911 E .......................... £POA 

CASSETTE DECKS 
TCK 4118 .......................... £POA 
TCK 5118 .......................... £POA 
TCK 611 8 .......................... £POA 

TUNERS 
CSTS 21188 ...................... £POA 
STS 311 L8 ........................ £POA 
STS 505ES ........................ £POA 
Graphic 9 ........................... £POA 
SEO 4118 .......................... £POA 

svc 

YAMAHA 
AMPLIFIER 
DSPA500 ........................... £POA 
DSPA970 ........................... £POA 
DSPA2070 ......................... £POA 
DSP-E200 .......................... £POA 
DSP-E1 000 ........................ £POA 
NS-E1 00 ............................ £POA 
NS-C90 .............................. £POA 
AX 401 ............................... £POA 
AX 470 ............................... £POA 
AX 570 ............................... £POA 

CASSETTE DECKS 
KX260 ................................ £POA 
KX360 ................................ £POA 
KX650 ................................ £POA 
KXW262 ............................. £POA 
KXW362 ............................. £POA 
KXW952 ............................. £POA 

..JVC 
MACRO HIFI 
UXA4 .................................. £POA 
UXA5 .................................. £POA 
UX TI .................................. £POA 
ADAGIOS9 ......................... £POA 
ADAGIOS? ......................... £POA 
ADAGIOS6 ......................... £POA 
ADAGIOS4 ......................... £POA 
ADAG I OS30 ....................... £POA 
ADAGIOS2 ......................... £POA 

MICRO HIFI 
UXA5 .................................. £POA 
UXA4 .................................. £POA 

AIWA 
CASSETTE DECKS 
ADF810 .............................. £POA 
ADF500 .............................. £POA 

ADF410 .............................. £POA 
ADWX 929 ......................... £POA 
ADWX 828 ......................... £POA 

PIONEER 
J200 ................................... £POA 
J10M .................................. £POA 
J20M .................................. £POA 
J300 ................................... £POA 
J400M ................................ £POA 
N50W ................................. £POA 
N70W ................................. £POA 
N100W ............................... £POA 

MISSION 
SPEAKERS 
760 SE ............................... £POA 
7601 ................................... £POA 
761 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  £POA 
762 ..................................... £POA 
763 ..................................... £POA 
764 ..................................... £POA 
780 ..................................... £POA 
780 SE ............................... £POA 

BOSE 
SPEAKERS 
AM 7 .................................. £POA 
AM 5 .................................. £POA 
AM 3 .................................. £POA 
301 ..................................... £POA 
401 ..................................... £POA 
205 ..................................... £POA 
601 ..................................... £POA 
701 ..................................... £POA 

..JAMO 
SPEAKERS 
PRO 200 ............................ £POA 
PRO 300 ............................ £POA 
PRO 400 ............................ £POA 
D 165 ................................. £POA 
D 265 ................................. £POA 
D 365 ................................. £POA 

TECHNICS 
MINI HIFI 
SC CH950 .......................... £POA 
SC CH750 .......................... £POA 
SC CH650 .......................... £POA 
SC CH550 .......................... £POA 
CD X920 ............................ £POA 
CD X520 ............................ £POA 
CD X320 ............................ £POA 
CD X120 ............................ £POA 
CD C120 ............................ £POA 

AMPLIFIERS 
SUA 900K .......................... £POA 
SUA 800K .......................... £POA 
SUA 700K .......................... £POA 
SUA 600K .......................... £POA 
SUV2 320K ........................ £POA 
SUV2 220K ........................ £POA 

TURNTABLES 
SL 1210 ............................. £POA 
SL 1200 ............................. £POA 
SL DD33 ............................ £POA 

CASSETTE DECKS 
RS 8X808K ....................... £POA 
RS 8X747K ....................... £POA 
RS 8X646K ....................... £POA 
RS 8X404K ....................... £POA 
RS TR777K ....................... £POA 
RS TR515K ....................... £POA 

13% Balham High Road, Balham, London SW1:z. Tel: 081· &73 3398. Fax: 081·&73 30&8 

I VISA I 
%&4 Lavender Hill, London SW11. Tel: 071·%%8 31%3 or 081-&75 0048 

385 North End Road, London SW&. Tel: 071·381 070& � 

CD PLAYERS 
SLPG 340 .......................... £POA 
SLPG 440 .......................... £POA 
SLPG 520 .......................... £POA 
SLPS 620 ........................... £POA 
SLPS 700 ........................... £POA 
SLPS 900 ........................... £POA 

KENWOOD 
MINI HIFI 
UD 301 ............................... £POA 
UD 501 ............................... £POA 
UD 551 M ........................... £POA 
UD 701 ............................... £POA 
UD 751 M ........................... £POA 
UD 901 M ........................... £POA 

MIDI SYSTEMS 
M 26 ................................... £POA 
M 47G ................................ £POA 
M 56G ................................ £POA 
M 76G ................................ £POA 
M 97G ................................ £POA 
CM 5ES ............................. £POA 
CM 7ES ............................. £POA 
SW 900 .............................. £POA 
CS 6 ................................... £POA 

NAD 
AMPLIFIERS 
302 ..................................... £POA 
304 ..................................... £POA 
306 ..................................... £POA 

CD PLAYERS 
502 ..................................... £POA 
505 ..................................... £POA 



.A. Monitor Audio Studio 6 

.A. Origin Live OL2A 

Origin Live OL 1 

Phitips FB820 

.A. Philips FB825 

Pioneer S-4UK 

Polk AM 1 OOOW 

.A. Professional Monitor Co LBt 

Professional Monitor Co AB1 

QLN Model One 

OLN Signature 

.A. Quad ESL -63 

Rogers LS8a 

.A. Rogers Studio 3 

.A. Rogers Studio 1 a 

.A. Rogers Studio 7 

.A. Roksan Darius 

Royd Topaz 

Royd Abbot 

Ruark Swordsman Plus 

THE DIRECTORY 

130 A+ Attractive little wall-mount miniature has livelier dynamics and bass drive than most of its type, but sounds as little shut in 

150 A+ Tweaked 760i variation is one the prettiest and best balanced babies around; a demanding amp load 

480 A Generous and handsome floorstander looks fine material value for money, but good scale sound has lazy tendencies 

680 A+ Big heavyweight floorstander has good sensitivity and bandwidth, but somehow lacks agility, authority and dynamic grip 

300 A Attractive luxury miniature has great sonic potential, but our our review samples have been marred by sample variations 

1200 G Pricey but classy floorstanding variation on MA800 theme; beautifully voiced midband, heavy midbass 

800 A+ Pretty but pricey metal diaphragm compact has clear and transparent midband but is ultimately lacking in vim, vigour and drive. 

450 A+ Luxuriously finished, beguiling mid transparency, bass is altogether less convincing 

130 A Hi-tech baby has fine bass/mid integrity but the top end is less appealing 
- ----- ---

150 A- Prettily finished and inexpensive passive subwoofer is only really useful with sub-miniature speakers 

1200 G+ Superbly built compact stand-mount, did well in listening tests but suffers (enjoys?) upper midband peak 

400 A+ Solid and authoritative large bookshelf model gives fine stereo and decent dynamic drive but balance is rather shut in 

100 A- A rather undistinguished sub-m101ature with low sensitivity and indifferent sound quality 

320 A+ Good value compact floorstander sounds l1vely and coherent, but qu1te coloured due to uneven balance too 

720 G+ AttractiVe, semi-omni is very sturdily butlt, and gives an idiosyncratic but unusually open, spacious and Informative sound 

480 G A rude but exciting miniature, with unusually accomplished bass capabilities for its size 

t 400 G Too idiosyncratic for recommendation, the Cub1x possesses remarkable bass extension for its size, but is tricky to optimise 

895 G This tiny floorstanding wall mount delivers outstanding dynamics, speed and detail, marred by pronounced upper mid forwardness 

1708 G+ Impressive scale, full bandwidth, coherent, attractively discrete, coloured midband, very well balanced and agile 

525 G+ Far from pertect, but one of the most entertaining and entoyable speakers around, colorations notwithstanding. 

560 G Pretty US bookshelf model has more than enough speed, timing and coherence to make up for a measure of coloration 

469 G Compact floorstander sounds open, transparent and evenly balanced; needs a big amp but enjoys hard driving 

499 G Luxury miniature has very good overall balance, sacrificing sensitivity to achieve remarkable bass extension for the box size 

470 A Big-but-less-than-beautiful three-way is well enough balanced but lacks communication skills in the time domain 

700 G Generous sounding and impressively uncongested, loudness and bass extension don't quite match plasticky looks 

250 A+ Carefully developed minimahst audiophile design has some vigour but suffers an intrusive upper mid peak 

349 A- Not a true subwoofer at all, but rather the bass section of polk's elegant upmarket three box speaker system 

998 G+ Delighfful smoothness and transparency, though bass extension and sensitivity are both limited 

1600 G Bulky stand-mount transmission line has lovely panel-like transparency, slightly shut in balance, and needs a big room 

700 A Model One exaggerates the Signature's rich and heavy midbass and lacks its velvet smoothness 

1100 G Luxury compact has a rather laid back and 'heavy' sound, but coloration is low and stereo imaging very good 

2384 G+ This classic electrostatic may not be punchy in the bass, but has strengths that some can't live without 

298 G Kyte drivers in compact floorstander give more bass but a shade less coherence; good for small rooms and budget systems 

405 G Very compact floorstander with integral stand has serious coherence and dynamics, but a measure of brightness and untidiness 

198 G Has splendid timing and coherence, sounds very explicit and informative, if a bit bright and short of grunt 

499 G+ Outstandingly value and pertormance active subwoofer adds serious bass unintrusively to any small speaker system 

229 G Balance is a bit warm and rich but 2a/2 has delighfful mid-to-treble coherence and transparency, and more welly than Mkt 

300 A+ Civilised but a tritle lazy, this large bookshelf model hasn't quite the timing or agility to be particularly engrossing 

399 G Largish stand-mount is well built, measures well, good material value, but sounds a bit heavy and lacklustre 

499 A+ A m1xed bag, with plenty of scale and welly but lacking the subtlety, clarity and agility delivered by some rivals 

450 G Pricey LS3/5A-derived wall-mount sub-miniature is excitingly coherent if a bit lightweight; no real loudness capabilities 
--- ----

599 G- Classic BBC monitor sound sensitively updated - transparent and natural with fine stereo, but a touch 'heavy' in balance 

880 G Latest variation on classic BBC-monitor theme looks old fashioned but has beautifully voiced, laid back sound 

1895 G+ Provides an exceptionally impressive combination of transparency and delicacy with fine information retneval and speed 

173 A+ Cheertul, articulate and essentially communicative miniature can also sound a trifle scrappy and shut in; well worth trying 

666 A+ Engaging and dramatic dynam1cs and fine transient coherence are hampered by a rather coloured mid-forward balance 

299 A Real wood variation on the Swordsman theme looks and measures rather better than it sounds 

29.5x18x20 

29.5x18x20 

89x25x32 

1 02x25x33 

32x17x27 

93.5x17x27 

35x22x25 

37x22x27 

48 87 

50 87 

22 86 

22 91 

45 86 

28 85 

45 86 

45 86 

30.5x18.5x21 50 86 

24x58x25 40 85 

24.5x40x22.5 25 84 

47x26x28 25 88 

27x18x18 48 84 

75x20x26 25 89 

33x32x32 52 85 

28.5x27x28.5 48 85 

60x32.5x32.5 28 84 

80x18x15·20 30 84 

88x26.5x17-27 25 86 

30.5x20x18 33 86 

38x21.5x28.5 25 85 

82x19x19 
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11 Ox29x41 
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83x20x34 43 88 

38x20x28 27 84 

110 

130 

• 118 

• 110 

126 

• 122 

118 

102 

130 

• 128 

114 

118 

130 

• 126 

7t 

82 

78 

94 

• 102 

102 

110 

• t22 

t06 

98 

90 

122 

• 128 

110 

114 

82 

78 

60 

• 122 

• 110 

114 

• 128 

106 

110 

114 

102 

t18 

66 

122 

86 

114 

118 

98 
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NAD 

302 
£142 

PIONEER 

A·400X 
£229 

KENWOOD 

KRV6060 
£295 

R.S. AUDIO 
MAIL ORDER CENTRE 

CD PLAYERS 
XC-300 ..................•.... 21211 
DP2050 ............... £135 

KENWOOD 

AMPLIFIERS NAD 

PIONEER 

KA1030 ...................... 2110 TECHNICS 

··············· ­
··············· ­

.......... £8AU! DP3050 .................•.... 211111 
DP5050. .. £215 
DP7050 ...................... £278 

KA3020 

KA3020SE ....• 

....•..•... 21811 
.......... £N£W AIWA 

CASSETTE DECKS 
ADF410 ... 2105 

MINI SYSTEMS 
DPM6660 .•........• 2NEW 
CD5211 ...... ................. 2181 
C05211SE .................... £:2:58 
CD63 .......................... £215 
502 ............................. 2188 
505 ............... £2A8 
PD102 .. ...................... 2122 
P0202 ... .... ... £131 
PDS502 .. . .............. 21811 
PDS602 ...................... £221) 
PDS702 .. .................•. £2.45 
PDS802 .........•. £285 

PDS901 ........•............•. £A08 
CDP311 ..........•. 2140 
CDP411 ...................... £175 
CDPC335 ................... £200 
CDP711E ..........•........ £200 
CDP911E . .................. f2II!IO 
CDPX303ES ............... £A80 
SLPG340 ....... . ... . .... 2180 
SLPG440 ...... 2148 
SLPG520 .. £157 
SLPS620 ..•........•...•.... 21113 
SLPS740.... . ... £2015 
SLPS900 ...............•.... £2115 
SLPS640 .................... £340 
SLPS2000 ...•........ £810 

RECEIVERS I AV AMPS 

MARANTZ 

NAD 

PIONEER 

SONY 

TECHNICS 

SONV 

KA3050R .............•...... 2155 
KA4050R . £221) 

KA5050R ........ . 2280 
KAA40500R ............... 2188 
PM44SE ..................... 211111 
302 .. .. 2141! 
304 ................•............. 2110 
306 .............................. 2275 
A-102 ..........• 2105 
A-202 ......•...• 2138 
A-300X ..........• 2175 
A-602. .................• £2115 
TAF2118 ... ..... 2130 
TAF2428 .• .. .. ..........• 2175 
TAF4428 ...................• £218 
TAF542E .• ........... 2280 
SUVZ220 ............ ....... 2110 
SUVZ230 .................... 21811 
SUA600K. ..... 2155 
SUA700K .................... £2015 
SUABOOK .................... £270 
SUA900K .................... £3215 

.. 

TCDD7 ....• ..........•....... £4110 
DTC690 ..............•....... £810 

KENWOOD KRV6060 .................... £2115 
KRV7050 ... .. .. £338 LOUDSPEAKERS 

MARANTZ 

PIONEER 

SONY 

TECHNICS 

KRVBSOO ..... .............. f!CI8 BOSE 

KAV770 ........... . ...... £HEW 
PM700V ......... ........... £371 
VSA7015 ................. ... £371 
VSD802S ... . ............... £AM 
STR0390 .................... £185 
STR0590 ................ .... £200 JAMO 

STRD790 ... . ........... £815 
TAAV570 .................... £348 MISSION 

SAGX130 .................... 2185 

AM-3-11 ........... £1811 
AM-5-11 ..................... 2l58e 
AM-7 ... .. . . ................ £841 
XL1000. . ..•......... £116 
XL2000 ..... 21211 
XL4000 ....................... £1711 
CENTRE 100 .............. £115 
CENTRE 200 ........ £2115 
760i... .. ...... £101 
760iSE ........................ £128 

KENWOOO 

PIONEER 

SONV 

TECHNICS 

AOF810.. ttee 
ADWX828 2175 

ADWX929. 2181 

AIWA 

KX-3050 .. t1M JVC 
KX-5530 ..................... 2175 
KX-5050 ......•.............. 2188 

KX-7050 2285 
KX-7050-S...... . . .. £815 

KX-9050 S .............. ... £Alii 
CTS-220 ....... 2138 

CTS-320 ......... ....... ... 2188 
CTS-420 ............•........ £21)15 
CTS-520 ...•... . .... £230 
CTS-620 ......... .•......... £21111 
CTS-920 ........... ......... £115 
TCFX211B .................... '11fT 
TCK311B .................... t130 
TCK411B.......... 2176 
TCK511S .................... !240 
TCK611 S .... £271 
TCW435B .•.... . ..... .. .. 2180 

TCWR535B .. . ..... 2175 
TCWR635S ... ........ .... 2280 
RSBX404 .... 2155 

RSBX646 .................... 2187 

RSBX747 ..........•......... £245 
RSTR232 .... . .. 2155 
RSTR333 ... .. .... ..•..... £1. 

RSTR515....... • ..... £210 
RSTR777 .. . ... £245 
RSTR979 ..• . ...... £308 

KENWOOD 

PIONEER 

SONV 

TECHNICS 

MIDI SYSTEMS 
AIWA Z-720 .......................... E34a 

Z-DJOOOM .................. £820 NAD 

KENWOOO M-27 ................ £440 SONV 

M-47 ........................... � 
M·56AG ...................... £848 TECHNICS 

NSX270 ............ £2.48 
NSX340 ...................... £2IS5 
NSXSOO ......... .......•..•. £810 
NSX0707 ................... £A05 
UXA3...... . ........... 2280 
UXA5 ...... £810 
ADAGIO 52 ................. £310 
ADAGIO S3 ................. £335 
ADAGIO S4 ................. £385 
ADAGIO S6 ........•........ £8011 
ADAGIO G7 ........•........ £870 

ADAGIO G9 ................. £840 
UD-301 ...............•........ 28115 
U0-351M ..................... £388 
UD-501 ........................ fAQ8 
UD-551M ...... £8211 
UD-701... .. £808 
U0-751M ......... £841 
UD-901 ......... £810 
UD-951M ..................... £850 
N-33... . .................. 11320 

N-33M .. ... .................. £305 
N-53...... . ... fA21! 
N-53M ... ........... ........ fAM 
MHC-510CO ............... £339 

MHC-710CD ............... £3118 
MHC-2800CD ............. £485 
MHC-CSOCD ......•........ £440 
MHC-C70CD ......•........ £830 
SC-CH404 ..... £418 
SC-CH550 ................... e. 
SC-CH650 ..........•.... ... £15311 
SC-CH655 ................... £571 
SC-CH750 .• . ..... £71111 
SC-CH950.. . ..... £a 

TUNERS 
402 .............................. 21811 
STS211 ..............•........ 2115 
STS311 .. 2175 
ST610 ...... 2110 

10-12 HANWAY STREET, LONDON W1 900 
1st left from Tottenham Court Road Tube Station 

PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE 

THE MIDLANDS FIRST CHOICE FOR REAL HI FI 

FRANK HARVEY HI-FI EXCELLENCE 

£109 

MISSION 

760iSE 
£129 

BOSE 

AMS·II 
£585 

SONY 

STS311B 
£175 

NAD 

402 
£135 

AIWA 

ADF810 
£199 

SONY 

TCK611S 
£279 

THREE FLOORS - THREE DEMONSTRATION ROOMS 

3000 SQ FEET IN E PURSUIT OF HI-FI EXCELLENCE CARE FULL V SELECTED 

PRODUCTS 

CARE FULL V SELECTED 

AGENCIES 

THE FIR ST CHOICE FOR THE BEST NAMES 

I N  HI -FI SET AMIDS T THE ELOQUENCE 

OF O UR 14TH CENTURY SHOWROOM S  

ON DEMONSTRATION WE HAVE 

THE LATEST DOLBY PRO-LOGIC 

AND HOME CINEMA PRODUCTS 

FROM 

BOSE, CANON, CELESTION, DENON, 

YAMAHA, POLK AUDIO, JAMO, 

PIONEER (INC. LASER DISC). 

AUDIOLAB -AUDIO ALCHEMY - AURA -AUDIO TECHNICA 

ARCAM CAMBRIDGE - AUDIO QUEST - ALPHASON 

APOLLO - BEARD BEYER - BOSE - BANG & OLUFSEN 

CASTLE - CANON - CABLE TALK - CELESTION -CREEK 

CYRUS - DENON - DUAL - FOUNDATION - GOLDRING 

HEYBROOK - KEF - JPW - JAMO - MARANTZ 

MERIDIAN - MONITOR AUDIO - MISSION - MICHELL 

MORDAUNT SHORT -MUSCIAL FIDELITY - NAKAMICHI 

NAD - ONKYO - PHILIPS - PIONEER - POLK AUDIO 

QUAD -REGA -ROGERS -ROTEL -ROYD -SENNHEISER 

SYSTEMDEK - TARGET - TRIPOD - TANNOY - THORENS 

T DL YAMAHA HOME THEATRE ETC 

MUCH MORE THAN HI Fl 



Loudspeakers continued 
Product £Price Comments 

THE DIRECTORY 

479 A+ Compact floorstander with strik1ng baffle has decent bass/mid but dull treble; c�uld tame over_:tJrigllt_ system 

�:;;;���:;;::===�- 700 G Les�deC Ji?gic� committed than some compact floorstanding rivals, its key strength lies in f�e all round com�o�se 

295�-G+ t�_mplifier sensitive, Ribbon is a lively and loud hybrid marred by some colorations; some like it, others don't 

1650 G+ A large scale, airy and unusually detailed system with excellent dynamics. A warmer balance than original model 

399 G Port firmly blocked, the new SD3 has the agility and charm of a quality miniature, with good bass extension but low sensitivity 

699 G Tall slim floorstander has fine balance, good bass extension and lovely open midband transparency 

��=7.:-====�--:�20�0�A Radical slimline hang-it-on-the-wall design has pertormance comparable to a typical miniature, with reasonable overall balance 

1062 G _!!_nusual and occasionally wondertul small floorstanding omm; too bright but exceptionally coherent and revealing 

770 G Dated styling belied by fine sensitivity and bass extension, and a lively if slightly untidy and not quite coherent sound 

==-_..:===-- 579 G Ma1ntains Spender's tradition for pee�s mid-to-treble coherence and per�pectives. Bass is rather uncon
_

v
_
in-'-ci
_
ng"-----

1295 A A little bass shy and soft in the bass and lower mid, otherwise tidy, extremely lively and fluid, if uneven overall 

649 G This triangular-profile 'grown up' miniature is a shade boxy and laid back but has good rhythmic and musical integrity 

���=====:""::-'
-

�84�9�G::-�A heavily UK-modified TC50, the S�sounds less boxy an�
_ 
more spacious, but lacks some of the urgency of the standard model 

120 A- A disappointing underpertormer in our tests, at a price that's not very nice either 

400 A+ Bargain price floorstander has rich, heavy and bright sound with good scale ��d fi�e basic neutrality 

499 G Tiny floorstand�ng 
,
!fansmission line has good agility but doesn't provide the coherence or eve�_tJ_alan�e of �tu�io __ 1 ____ _ 

699 G 
_

Genuinely extend�d bass from a compact enclosure, very detailed but a shade clinical and detached in presentation 

899 G+ Transmission line helps bring the best from metal cone driver: lovely transparency and fine bass extension 

1999 G+ Fine solidity and good accuracy, with great bass extension. Needs a big room and can sound a bit lazy and a shade tinkly 

140 A- Prefty looking but altogether rather dull sounding mini-hexagon is less effective than larger brethren 

220 A Large bookshelf, smart hexagonal box has fine bass for the price, but treble sounds rather shut in 

295 A+ Large bookshelf size model with dual concentric driver has fine balance and scale with low coloration 

6000 G+ These awesome horn loaded speakers are remarkably controlled and impressive, if only suited to a few pockets and rooms 

180 A Nicely presented, well built and decent size enclosure sounds solid but somewhat dull 

650 A+ A smooth and well balanced loudspeaker, its minor weakness being a mildly excessive low bass 

1069 G+ Luxury piano-gloss compact sets class-leading standards for coherence and communication, can sound a shade dark and shut in ----
1219 G Elegant compact floorstander has fine balance and dynamic range, but transient timing and dynamiCS are less convincing 

995 G Utterly delightlul but exasperatingly expensive luxury miniature sets the benchmark for its size 

1395 G+ This compact American floorstander's elegant staggered baffle arrangement contributes to a refreshing freedom �r� �xiness 

163 P Sharp styling but the complex grillework worsens a sound which starts off with too much top and not enough bottom 

200 A+ Large bookshelf size 505 heir shows fine control and a conservative balance ideally suited to quality systems on a budget 

260 G An update on the 505 theme, this is still more evenhanded, with better bass extension and smoother treble. 

400 A Half as big again as the 515, should offer an improvement, but somehow has a less effective overall subjective balance 

1 00 A Has a bigger main driver than many, and so packs a bit more welly and loudness. Coloration is rather obvious, but timing is good 

89 A+ Loads of fun- a remarkably coherent and lively pertormer at any price; pity it doesn't look prettier 

130 A This miniature is smoother than most, but rather stodgy with it, inspiring little enthusiasm among our listeners 

199 A Bargain price amplifi�d subwoofer IS too small for serious bass freaks. but does a fair job for the price 

1200 G+ Living up to its monitor label. and tonally well suited to digital material, it's superbly crafted and capable of high levels 

199 A+ Cute metal cased micro-miniature is quite coloured but great fun, with surprising dynamics and f1ne wall-loaded room balance 

Stack systems 

73x1 9x27 

86x25x31 

25 85 

30 86 

152x30x(15-30) 30 91 

123.5x38.2x32 50 90 

38x19.5x29 25 83 

1 00.5x20x30.5 25 85 

87x25x7 

69x35x25 

58x33x25 

38x22x26 

50 85 

24 85 

30 89 

25 83 

116.8x53.3x26 50 86 

40.5x33x29 

40.5x33x29 

27x18x18 

92x20x38 

55 88 

55 88 

50 86 

25 88 

55x20x30 40 85 

76x23x33 25 84 

81x23x33 <20 84 

118.5x30x47 28 85 

33.5x22x16 

50x32x24 

50x32x24 

Huge 

48x23.5x27 

48x30x26 

40x22x23 

94x27x27 

31x16.5x23 

45 86 

25 88 

22 86 

38 96 

20 86 

40 86 

45 87 

30 86 

28 86 

100x30.7x25.6 23 87 

20x12x13 

40x27x26 

40x25.5x30 

53x26.5x34 

38x22x17 

38x22x18 

27x18x20 

48x21 x33 

130 87 

45 87 

28 85 

25 86 

48 88 

50 88 

50 86 

35 NA 

67.5x37.5x32.5 40 90 

22.5x14.5x13 30 85 

• 122 

• 118 

81 

60 

106 

• 114 

• 114 

• 110 

118 

102 

60 

71 

71 

130 

• 126 

94 

78 

• 118 

66 

130 

122 

126 

Col 

98 

46 

114 

• 118 

122 

86 

74 

118 

106 

110 

98 

122 

114 

• 128 

46 

110 

S 
tack systems is a generic title that we've 

chosen to describe any fomn of complete 

system package. Fundamentally what we're 

talking about here is midi and mini systems, you 

know those all s1nging all dancing, lights blazing 

systems that hi-fi snobs are allergic to. 

Sold on the basis of their abilitiy to play virtually 

all mediums at the flick of a remote control 

switch stack systems offer a plethora of features, 

and the dearer the system the more complex 

they tend to become. With things like double 

cassette decks. multi preset tuners. CD players 

and graphic equalisers supplied as standard the 

big boys of the stack world offer such luxuries as 

Surround Sound, separate chassis for different 

components and occasionally a record player. 

They usually have a few line inputs for extra 

sources and a few are available without loud­

speakers. As the latter are often the weakest part 

of a stack system buying good quality speakers 

separately will bring worthwhile improvements. 

The section headings for stack systems include 

size of the complete stack without speakers and 

rated output per channel - where a system has 

more than two channels this is indicated in the 

comments . Tuner presets and the existence of a 

,-emote control are self explanatory. A blob in 

loudspeakers shows that they supplied. an o indi­

cates that they are optional. The final column IS 

for those of you with records to play. 

Stack systems 
Product £Price Comments 

870 G Nearly hi-fi from prefty but pricey silver stack; richer, fuller speakers would help 

735 A Separates flexibility and upgraeability in remote midi package; anodyne sound 

799 A Wondrous 2-speaker surround movie sound system, but a very uneven package elsewhere. Four by 20W output 

999 A+ Good looking and pertorming package rendered expensive by inclusion of DCC deck 

549 A+ Cheap, occasionally nasty but undeniably cheertul and entertaining if horrid speakers are discarded 

1000 A+ Classy if rather bland allrounder includes useful Dolby Pro-Logic AV capabilities 

37x27x33 

69x35x37 

42x28x28 

37x26x32 

36x26x28 

42x27x34 

40 30 

50 20 

20 40 

60 30 

30 24 

60 39 

125 

• 125 

125 

125 

125 

125 
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EXPERIENCE MUSICAL TRUTH 

45 High Street 
Hounslow, Middx 

TW3 1RH 
Tel: 081-569 5802 

Also at 
Edgwore, Middx 

Tel: 081-952 5535 

AUDIBLE 
DIFFERENCE 

Scale, Diss 
Norfolk 

IP21 4DX 
0379 740227 

S/11Chantry Audio 

Chontry Walk 
16/18A Eldon Street 
T uxford, Nr Nework 

Notts NG22 OLH 
Tel: 0777 870372 

SHROPSHIRE HI-FI 

St. Michoel' s Street 
Shrewsbury 

Shropshire SY1 2ES 
Tel: 0743 232317 

NEW 2005 PRE POWER 

£1250 

Kingswoy Studios 
Kingswoy North 

Worrington 
Tel: 0925 828009 
(Also at Liverpool, 
London and Otley, 

Nr Leeds) 

Audio Suite 
42 St Andrews Street 
Aberdeen AB 1 1 JA 
Tel: 0224 625635 

41 Victoria Rood 
Cambridge 
CB4 3BW 

Tel: 0223 68305 

-�·�- � ;=)) 

��""' 
Tei/Fox: 

0252 377952 

152A High Street 
Bloxwich 

West Midlands 
Tel: 0922 493499 

ZEUS AUDIO 
2/4 Great Victoria Street 

Belfast BT2 7BA 
Northern Island 

Tel: 0232 332522 

MIDLflnD �STUDIO 
Royal London Buildings 

Wulfruno Street 
Wolverho mpton 

WV1 1LY 
T ei/Fox: 0902 771 77 4 

PJ Hi-Fi 
3 Bridge Street 

Guildford 
Surrey 

Tel 0483 504801 

IV 
KJWESTONE 

26 New Covendish St 
London 

W1M 7LH 
Tel: 071-486 8262 

AT OUR KEY DEALERS 
dpa digitalltd 

Unit 7, Willowbrook Technical Units 
Crickhowell Road , St. Mellons, Cardiff CF3 OEF, Wales, UK 

Phone: 0222 795621 Fax: 0222 794267 



Tuners 

Tuners 

T
he radio medium operates at a much 

lower profile than TV. but in areas outside 

pop music the BBC service rs the envy of 

the world. Live Prom concerts can nval all other 

sources from a hi-fi perspective. 

Only the FM (VHF) bands give stereo hi-fi 

sound, though AM (MW & LW) are useful for 

certain transmissions in the UK. 
Something of a hi-fi afterthought. tuners are 

often selected merely to match a chosen amplifi-

THE DIRECTORY 

er cosmetically. However. the task they carry out 

is far from srmple. combining the skills of RF 
(reception) and audio (signal processrng) engi­

neering. The importance of the fonmer will 

depend on local reception conditions, but money 

invested in a high quality outside aerial system is 

well spent. 

Tuners come in two basic types. Analogue 

models tune gradually (and usually manually) 

across the bands. and can have analogue or digi-

Product £Price Comments 
120 A- Economically designed and built in the UK, but trade-offs have a marked influence on FM and AM sound quality. 

150 A Decent enough performance all round given the modest price, though RF tweaks have limited value 

280 G+ By AM standards presentable (good) while FM delivers the goods 

350 G+ Fine sound quality marred by�il�ynthesiser whine; AF performa� only average, remote £60 extra 

700 VG Unusually combines fine sound quality and RF performance (inc AM); superb ergonomics are a joy to use 

300 G 

250 A 

120 G+ 

220 G 

219 A 

Tonally neutral, but with rather poor imaging and a certain woodenness to the sound. 

Analogue tuner. Sample was hampered by an obvious bass 'hump', production units are said to be cured 

Bare minimum of features. Careful designwork promises a surprisingly open and vivacious sound, so don't overlook it' - - --
Fine feature package including remote and ADS, plus excellent AF performance and decent sound quality 

The listening panel appreciated its liveliness, but found it a little muddled. 

tal displays; they are often preferred for sound 

quality. and are certainly best for AM bands. 

Digital tuners offer convenient automatic tune 

facilities and pre-set memories. 

The 'Presets' column heading shows how 

many different frequencies a tuner can memorise 

for instant access. FM, LW and MW show which 

wavebands it can access. 'Signal strength meters' 

are useful for aerial alignment. 'Automatic tuning' 

means that a tuner can seek out signals for you. 

30 93 

24 129 

20 65 

20 120 

39 120 

16 109 

93 

20 93 

30 120 

32 109 

299 G+ Striking in appearance and with a sound to match, it comfortably exceeded our expectations. On stereo FM it's HK's best yet. 24 93 

... 

499 G Good bass and detail, and good - perhaps slightly enhanced dynamics 

140 A- Disappointing all round performance- watch out for aerial input overload in strong signal areas. Tuning knob unspecial 

150 A- Decent AF capabilities despite simple front end. Sounds a bit bright and ergonomics are a bit complex 

170 A Excellent AF performance and plenty of features including ADS, but did sound rather ordinary under our conditions 

1995 E Controversially good sound at a very high price. The reviewer's saving up but you should check it out for yourself 

825 G+ Although expensive for its fairly minimum set of facilities, its excellent sound makes up for what it lacks elsewhere 

170 A+ Sweet sound could_!l
ell satisfy audiophile sensibilities, b� selectivity is not great 

1350 VG Unrque digital convertor makes most sense in Meridian system context; smooth sweet sound with fine front end 

1453 E 

424 G+ 

519 G+ 

There may be better sounding tuners in the world, but we have yet to hear one 

Fine sound, excellent ease of use, good build and finish and a more than satisfactory technical performance --- -
Very pretty and compact but technically unadventurous. Smooth sound but only makes sense in Quad system context 

175 G- A competent rather than exciting performer. with low audible interference though slightly compressed and muddled sound. 

120 A Lots of features and fine AF discrimination for price. Sound is communicative but inconsistently tacky - - --- -----
120 A Not exactly special, but strll a well balanced, tolerable and capable allrounder at a very reasonable price 

130 A- Enticingly pretty and compact presentation but performance isn't great; beware of aerial overload 

C 
artndges fall into two groups

. 

:high output 

models, capable of working dwectly into 

most amplifiers and categonsed as having 
a norrral (N) output. and more expensrve low 
and very low output models (L. VL). 

Stereotypically, low output cartridges use the 

moving coil principle of operation. have better 

mechanical integrity and tighter tolerances, and 

give better perforrrance but at much higher cost. 

Wrth CD now the dominant medium many 

amplifrers are no longer equipped with the neces­
sary phono input for- a cartridge and a separate 
phono stage is necessary. Valve designs need 

either an extra head amp or transforrrer to cope 

with the low output of moving coil cartridges. 

Cartridge/amplifier interfacing can be very 

24 109 

40 129 

30 129 

39 120 

80 120 

72 

59 129 

30 120 

50 

50 

19 120 

20 108 

30 120 

20 129 

40 129 

subtle, but even basic high output MM designs 

benefit in overall balance from optimrsed amplifi­

er· capacitance loading. The mechanical character­
rstic of cantilever compliance ('springiness') needs 
to be considered in the lrght of the effective mass 

of the tonearrr. and to achieve a good match 
compare the effective mass requirements figures 

with the actual effective mass of specific arrrs. 

4,..-?j 
<>� el'l/� 

Turntables- cartridges 
Product £Price Comments 

.o\.6. ArcamC77 

.o\.6. Arcam C77Mg 

.A. Arcarn E77Mg 

.A. Arcam P77Mg 

.A. Audio Note 10 IIV 

.A. Audio-Technica AT-420E 

30 A+ A sensible moving magnet package wrth good bounce at a competitive price 

40 A Punchy sound quality with plenty of extra energy to liven things up. Th� soli�body �ems well worth the extra £10 

60 A Our sample had a disappointing stylus. but gave a co_herent, rich and laid back soun_d. with good ·scale' 

73 A+ Preferred to its cheaper partner by virtue of a better tip. Channel balance could have been better 

1395 E One of the best, giving 'an extraordinanly relaxing midrange clarity', needs a transformer --- - - -
850 VG This is a delicate and very fluid-sounding MC that tracks well. offers very low distortion and exceptionally good separation 

36 A Better suited to pop recordings, this MM bears some of the sonic hallmarks of the Linn K5 

""' q.r 
.$'<9/ 

6-16 N 48 

4-8 N 67 

3-8 N 48 

4-9 N 48 

8-18 VL 100 

9-18 72 

7-14 N 67 
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Precision Audio Tubes 

Please enquire or any tube types not listed. We have an inventory of over 2,500 different types in stock. 

RETAIL PRICE LIST 
Golden Dragon Pre-amplifier Tubes ............................... Singles 
6AQ8/ECC85 ..................................... ....... £6.50 
12AT7AIE81CC/ECC81 ..................... ....... £6.95 

12AU7AIE82CC/ECC82 ......... .. ...... £6.95 

12AX7A!E83CC/ECC83 .......... ...... £6.95 

6DJ8/E88CC/ECC88 .... . .............. £10.95 
6SL7GT/ECC35 ..................... ................... £7.50 
6SN7GT/ECC33 ......................................... £8.95 

Special Quality Golden Dragon Pre-amplifier Tubes ....... Singles 
E81CC-01 Gold Pins .. .............................. £10.50 

E82CC-01 Gold Pins ................................ £10.50 
E83CC-01 Gold Pins ................ £9.95 
E88CC-01 Gold Pins ... . ........................... £13.95 

Gold Dragon Select Tubes 
5AR4/GZ34.. .. .. £1 0.95 
5U4G .......................................................... £8.50 

85A2 ............................ .. .... £6.50 

ECL82 .... £4.50 

ECL86.. .. . . . . . . . . . ................. £4.50 

EL509 ........................... .. ......... £7.50 

PL509 _ 

................. £7 .50 

12E1 ....... ..... £25.00 

6072A ...... £7.50 
5687.. .. ....... ...... £8.50 
6AS7G .................. .. ..... £15.00 pair 
6C33C/B ....................... ....... £75.00 pair 
6550 Super ....................................... £75.00 pair 

Golden Dragon Triodes .... Singles 
2A3 4PIN .............. £25.95 

2A3 OCTAL .......... £25.95 
211 ........................ £33.95 

3008 ..................... £83.95 

811 A .......... .......... £13.50 

845 . ........ £43.50 

805 ........................ £43.50 

Golden Dragon Power Tubes .. Pairs 
EL34/6CA7 ............ £25.00 

NEW DESIGN 
E34L Laminated ............. £29.95 

Pairs 
£53.95 
£53.95 
£69.95 

£169.95 

£28.95 

£88.95 

£88.95 

Quads 
£50.00 

£59.90 

Quads 
£107.90 
£107.90 
£139.90 

£339.90 

£57.90 

£177.90 

£177.90 

Octets 
£100.00 

£119.80 

Gold Plated Ceramic Valve Basses 
4 PIN UX4 ................................................... £3.50 

4 PIN JUMBO GOLD PLATED ................. £25.00 

7 PIN B7G CHASSIS .................................. £3.50 

8 PIN OCTAL PCB ............................. ....... £3.50 
8 PIN OCTAL CHASSIS ..................... ....... £3.50 

9 PIN B9A PCB ........................................... £2.50 
9 PIN B9A CHASSIS .. ............................... £2.50 
GOLD PLATED ECC83 SCREENING CAN & 

SKIRT .. . ..... £8.50 
GOLD PLATED ECC83 DAMPING 
CAN .... . . .......... £4.50 

Golden Dragon Power Tubes .. Pairs 
E841/7189a ........... £12.50 

6L6WGB ................ £25.00 

KT66 ...................... £25.95 

KT88 ... .. ........ £57.95 
KT88 Super ........... £67.95 
6L6GC .. . ..... £19.95 
6550A .. . . ......... £42.95 
6550A Gold ........... £64.95 
50 CA 10 ................. £84.95 
807 ..... .................. £29.95 

Quads 
£25.00 
£50.00 

£51.90 

£115.90 

£135.90 
£39.90 
£85.90 

£129.90 
£169.90 

£59.90 

Octets 
£50.00 

£100.00 

£103.80 

£231.80 
£271.80 

£79.80 
£171.80 
£259.80 
£339.80 

£119.80 

Carriage charge: £2.50 on any order. All prices plus VAT@ 
17.5% Payment: Cash with order or Visa- Mastercard­
American Express. 23 Hour Answerphone Services 

We also have available ceramic 
valve sockets and holders for the 
entire Golden Dragon range. 
For further details please 
contact: 

A SELECTION FROM OUR VAST STOCK OF VINTAGE AND AUDIO QUALITY VALVES. 

Please enquire for items not listed. 

ECC81 BR I MAR 4.50 UU5 MAZDA 5.50 

ECC82 G.E. 4.50 UU6 MAZDA 6.50 

ECC82 RFT 4.50 2X2A RCA 5.00 

ECC83 TEONEX 3.50 3N167M ITT 10.00 

ECC85 TEONEX 3.50 5Y3WGTA SYLVAN lA 4.50 

ECC88 G.E. 5.50 5V4G BR I MAR 3.50 

ECC88 BR I MAR 4.50 6AG7 RCA 3.50 

ECC88 TEONEX 4.50 6A7G RCA 8.50 

ECH81 MULLARD 3.50 GBH6 BR I MAR 3.50 

ECL82 TEONEX 3.50 6C8G RCA 3.50 

ECL86 TEONEX 3.50 6DQ6B PHI LIPS 3.50 

EF86 TEONEX 4.50 6K7G RCA 3.50 

EF804S TELEFUNKEN 25.00 6SL7GT BR I MAR 4.50 

EL34 TEONEX 6.50 6SN7GT TEONEX 3.50 

EL85 MULLARD 4.50 6SN7GT BR I MAR 4.50 

EL86 MULLARD 4.50 6SQ7GT TEONEX 4.50 

EL504 TEONEX 4.50 6V6G RCA 5.50 

EL509 TEONEX 5.50 6V6GT TEONEX 4.50 

EL519 TEONEX 5.50 6X4 TEONEX 2.50 

EM84 TEONEX 3.50 12AT6 BR I MAR 2.50 

GZ32 MULLARD 8.50 12AV6 RCA 2.50 

GZ33 MULLARD 5.50 12BA6 WESTING HOUSE 3.50 

GZ34 TEONEX 5.50 12J5GT RCA 3.95 

GZ34 MULLARD 16.50 12AX7WA ECG 10.50 

GZ37 MULLARD 4.50 12AY7 RCA 8.95 

KT66 TEONEX 6.00 12E1 STC 15.00 

KT66 GE 16.50 13E1 STC 140.00 

LS9B COSSOR 6.95 1303 BR I MAR 6.50 

M8136 MULLARD 8.50 85A2 MULLARD 6.50 

M8162 MULLARD 8.50 1625 RCA 6.50 

M8137 MULLARD 15.00 5687WA RCA 6.50 

MHLD6 MAZDA 5.50 5751 RCA 6.50 

OA2WA TEONEX 3.50 5814A GE 5.50 

PCC88 SIEMENS 3.50 5881 USSR 4.95 

PL36 MAZDA 3.50 61468 TEONEX 8.50 

PL504 MAZDA 2.50 6158 BR I MAR 6.50 

PL509 MAZDA 5.50 6189 SYLVAN lA 6.50 

PL519 THORN 5.95 6201 GE 6.50 

PY32 MULLARD 2.50 6463 UNITED 7.50 

TT100 GEC 65.00 6550A TEONEX 12.50 

U19 GEC 8.50 6870 BR I MAR 11.50 

UCC85 MULLARD 3.50 6072A RAYTHEON 6.50 

P.M. COMPONENTS LTD., Springhead Enterprise Park, Springhead Road, Gravesend, Kent DA11 BHD, England 

Tel: 0474 560521. Telex: 966371 TOS-PM-GM. Fax: 0474 333762 

GOLDEN DRAGON MAIN DEALERSHIPS, available in selected areas. Please call Clive Norris for details 



THE DIRECTORY 

Turntables- cartridges continued 
Product £Price Comments · . · • 

AA Audio-Technica AT-95E 

A Audio-T eclinica OC-1 0 

A Audio-Technica OC-5 

Audioquest AO 404i-L 

Audioquest AQ 7000 

Denon DL 103 

AA DenonDL110 

Denon DL160 

A Denon D 304 

A Dynavector 17D2 

A Dynavector DV1 OX IV 

Oynavector XX -1 

A Oynavector XX -1 L 

Empire Benz Micro MC-Gold 

A Empire Benz Micro MC-Silver 

A Empire Benz-Micro MC-3 

Glanz GMC-1 OLX 

A Glanz GMC-20E 

A Goldring Elan 

Goldring Elite 

Goldring Eroica H 

A Goldring Eroica LX 

Goldring Excel 

Goldring Excel GS 

Kiseki Purpleheart Sapphire 

A Linn K5 

AA LinnK9 

London Maroon 

Ortofon 540 

AA Ortofon MC10 Super 

A Ortofon MC3 Turbo 

A Ortofon MC3000 Mkll 

20 A Clear, dynamic if richly balanced, the magnetic '95E is a definite Best Buy 

320 G+ Good treble and good detail too, but some congestion and coloration reduces its informativeness. 
- - -

130 G For the price, it's unusually effortless and detailed, but it tends to become rather relentless and tiring atter a while. 

500 G+ Slight harshness detracted from the performance of this otherwise clear-sounding and detailed cartridge 

1295 G+ Stunning stereo imaging and good detail at low levels are spoiled by less-than-perfect tracking and high sensitivity to arms. 

1 00 A+ Good performance in bass and general 'life' is seriously let down by its spherical stylus which kills subtle details. 

70 G Firmly recommended as a fine all-rounder, this high-output MC model is likely to perform well in nearly all circumstances 

90 G Although listeners just preferred the 11 0, its brother here proved a twin in lab tests and is still "thoroughly competent" 

200 VG Uncolored, detailed, neutral, superb tracking; top notch altogether, and a top no�h bargain too. 

298 VG Clear, detailed, neutral and generally very informative - excellent . 

138 A+ Fine sounding and realistically priced, damping is recommended to ensure successful tracking ability 

698 G+ Good, but not immensely competitive at the price, and not helped by comparison with the low output version 

698 VG Very clear, very detailed, no troubles with tracking; response lift around 20kHz seems to do no harm 

t50 G Nothing is obviously wrong, but nothing is stunningly right either. Safe, but perhaps a litlle too safe 

150 G Ultimately not the peer of the MC Gold IS more appropriate to the sort of equipment it's likely to be partnered with 

800 G+ Offers a warmer and very transparent account of the music. Its tracking prowess is slightly limited 

80 A+ Bearing some of the hallmarks of the '10EH, the '10LX is still less competitive in the sonic stakes 

t29 G+ Very good tracking, smooth sound and good detail. Very slight surface noise enhancement 

50 G Slightly harsh sound but plenty of life and quite good detail. Some very high frequency coloration apparent 

70 G As with t 012, a touch harsh; detail and transient purity improved, though, and it goes well with electric guitar' 

90 G Not terribly subtle, and not such good value alongside t 012 and 1 022. Quite lively, though 

20 A A lightweight and frisky-sounding MM that appears to be based upon the same body as the Nagaoka mm4 

200 G The basics are right, and it wtll cheerfully tackle any source material, but its sound possesses a certain dirtiness 

t 00 G- More confused and coloured than low-output LX, high output less of an 1ssue these days 

t 00 G Not the most subtle cartridge in the world; can sound edgy at times, but lively and informattve 

549 G Errs on the warm and heavy side of neutral. Strong bass lines are its forte, but resolution of subtle treble details is weak 

600 G+ True high end quality in its lack of colorations, but tracking seems indifferent and high levels tend to sound rough and edgy. 

1995 G Demonstrated refined poise and a delicate but at once potent security, however, the price did seem a little on the high side 

499 G+ Good bass and imaging, but hints of spit and coloration let the side down slightly 

5000 G+ Combining very sensible design concepts at a silly price, combines the detail of the MC3000 and the fluidity of the Clearaudios 

899 G+ Rare, beautiful to look at and sweet to listen to, our review of this high-flyer conjured up images of Japanese art 

49 A+ Not as crisply focused as the costlier Linn magnetics, the K5 offers a smoother presentation 

98 G Linn threw this model into the leading pack by beefing up the Basik's bodywork and adding a super stylus 

199 A+ Now manufactured under the London brand name this Oecca cartridge is as iconoclastic as ever 

339 A- Immediate and detailed, but very coloured, very nonlinear and questionable effect on records. Devotees swear by it 

299 G+ An overall feeling of relaxed ease characterised this clear and atmospheric Kiseki-built cartridge 

19 A High frequencies sounded "shut-in" with this spherical-stylus model, but mid and mass were energetic, bouncy and punchy 

30 G+ For the price, a good blend of virtues weight, clarity and neutrality. 

50 A+ Very sensitive to load capacitance this new Ortofon maintains the company tradition for a lively, effervescent SO 

80 G+ Very clean and assured sound; transients not quite perfectly pure but plenty of detail. 

100 A Graced with FGII stylus but possessed of too high a compliance for broad arm matching. lt could also sound a little unforgiving 

80 G "What a delighffully sweet-sounding cartridge this is ... "we said 

100 G+ A good all-rounder, with outstanding performance in detail retrieval, even if it can be very slightly bright and close-up 

1t0 G Not terribly subtle, but it obviously doesn't aim at that. The 3 Turbo is bright, cheerful and bouncy - take it as it comes! 

900 E Low levels of body resonance are a real ear-opener. Nothing to criticise elsewhere; one of the very best 

1500 G Review sample could not be fully run-in, limited tracking abtlity, bright and forward sound, though imaging is excellent 

140 G Lively, quite detailed, and a touch bright, the Quartz has many qualities of the much dearer Quasar 

350 G+ Many of the qualities of the MC3000, although a touch bright. Good detail and delicacy 

2t0 G+ Undoubtedly a competent performer. Generally neutral, but can be edgy and bright in loud passages 

34 A+ Difficult to mount in some arms due to its shallow build, the btas offers a gentile, refined SO 

74 G Clearly superior to the Bias, despite their common heritage, the Elys is both more detailed, accurate and musically convincing 

20 A This modified AT-95E enjoys a very lively mid and treble even if the bass is somewhat 'slower' in comparison. A firm budget buy 

130 G Recognisably related to Corus Blue, but distinctly more civilised and smoother. 

75 G Roksan-specified modified Goldring 1 012; slight harshness detracts from otherwise good sound. 

55 A+ lt won't turn a sow's ear of a turntable into a silk purse, but will at l�ast keep goin_\l and produce an acceptab� result 

220 A+ lnittal listening gave promising results, but extended familiarity gave the feeling of a lack of energy and a "shut-in" sound 

3200 E Undoubtedly one of the finest cartridges available, it has tremendous bandwidth, energy and finesse 

975 G+ This extended all the positive qualittes of the '10 but added greater authority and scale worth it for the extra money 

1100 G+ Slight sottening on transients was the only real flaw, but it didn't quite seem to have that special touch one expects 

1300 G+ Connected directly to any standard MM input it rewards with a highly detailed yet fluid and musically convincing portrayal 

775 G+ A neutral balanced performer giving transparent midrange, fine depth and focus with firm extended bass. Gosh! 

275 G+ If woody midrange coloration could be tamed, the excellent imaging and admirable security would make it excellent 
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THE DIRECTORY 

Turntables and tonearms 

S
pecialist turntables are what h1gh f1delity 
sound IS all about, CD may offer silent back­
rounds and fiat frequency responses but 

they can't match the dynamics and superlative 
timing that senous tumtable users take for grant­
ed. T umtables at the cheaper end of the marl<et 

(sub-£350) tend to be supplied w1th matching 

tonearm, and often include a 'starter' cartridge. 
Still better quality is found at higher prices 

amongst the separate motor units and tonearms. 
Careful partnering and set -up is essential for these 
components, but 'sympathetic' combinations 
exist. 

The columns show from left to nght. 'arm 

effective mass' which relates to cartridge compli­

ance and is explained in the 'Cartridges' Introduc­

tion. 'Suspended suchassis' - decks wh1ch have 
some form of intemal isolation, generally in the 

form of springsbut occasionally more solid materi­
als such as rubber. 'Manual' and 'Automatic' refer 
to the operational tendencies of the deck/arm 
combination - automatic high end turntables are 
as rare as hens teeth. 'Cartridge' - if one is sup­

plied. 'Belt drive' as opposed to di,·ect drive is the 

prefenred method in most qual1ty decks. An 
'Electronic PSU' offers switchable speed change 

and a 'smoother' power supply, and better sound. 

Turntables- integrated 
Product £Price Comments , . .  ,• . _ _ 

.6. �tphason Sonata/HRlOOS MCS 

A Dual CS-503-2 

.6. Dual CS-505-4 

A Dual CS430 

.6. Kuzma Stabi/Stogi Reference 

Linn Axis/ Akito 

.6. Linn Basik 

.6. Linn LP 12 Basik!Akito 

.6. Technics SL-OD33 

A Thorens TD-3001/TP90SF 

AA Thorens TD166 VIIUK/RB250 

Thorens TD2001 

.6. Voyd Reference 

.6. Well Tempered WTAT 

1785 G+ Good sound in all areas - bass, clarity and neutrality all in the top class and bettered by very few decks at price 13 

160 A Not wholly inspiring; generally coarse and wooly sound is at least not offensive, but easily bettered by the CS505-4 10 

200 A Consistent sounding and well isolated turntable. lt is slightly lacking in balls, compensates with a consistently unmuddled presentation 10 

120 A-
2000 G+ 

535 A+ 
299 A+ 
904 G 

Ragged, sometimes unpleasant cartridge mixes with a modest pleasing player in a very sharply priced package 

Beautifully made solid oak plinth, the Stabi also sounds very clear, detailed and extended. Stog1 Reference is very capable 

A neat, attractive and well-made package which delivers a rather harsh sound with a 'one-note' effect 111 the bass 

Strong midband analysis and imagery, clean if sharp treble is matched to a good if occasionally wooden bass 

Trails the full LP12 significantly, but pace, rhythm, timing etc. still in top class, and bass tauter than of old 

2642 G+ The classic reference is improved by the Lingo but charming character remains. Ekos is well made and suited to many decks 

185 G A remarkable product at the price, surprisingly articulate and confident 

250 G A long time leader in its category, the '3 (with excellent RB300 arm) sounded nicely 'musical' in a balanced and coherent manner 

185 G- Quite lively and detailed but not the strongest on subtlety, with slightly lumpy bass. Motor breakthrough audible 

7 40 G Design is subtle, refined and easy on the eye. Musically it offers exceptional pertormance with a minimum of fuss 

235 A- The motor unit is derivative of the Rega Planar 2 with a Moth arm. Up tempo even bright at times but never lacks enthusiasm 

150 A As with the QD33 though better value. P-mount cartridge 

180 A Quartz controlled version of the DD is short on sound quality but not features. But it did have fair focus and some depth 

760 G Excellent middle ranking esotenca, with strong all round abilities rather than excellence in particular areas 

280 A- Refined and articulate sound with well focused imagery, suitable for use with good MM and budget MC cartridges 

650 G- Similar to TD320 but much dearer - why? Sound is comfortable but not very detailed 

5950 E Voyd's flagship, equipped with three substantial motors, a Lexan platter and brute PS. A strong contender for world's best 

12 

10 

10 

10 

11.5 

11.5 

12 

12 

7.5 

7.5 

11.5 

15 

1690 G+ Intriguing/challenging design. Musically it is not ideal, but has a limpid quality and a lack of artificiality that sets standards 7.5 

.rq 
� .. -? � 

Motor units 
�.rq6 .ro.,. ('6 'O'h/,· ".r.r,_;, 'o� 

Product £Price Comments -� 
.6. Michell Gyrodec 

Origin Live Oasis A 

A Pink Triangle Anniversary 

A Pink Triangle Export 

A Pink Triangle Little Pink Thing 

Revolver 

AA Systemdek IIX/900 

.6. Systemdek JIXE/900AP 

.6. Voyd 05" 

Tonearms 

697 G Sweet and natural sounding player, well suited to Rega RB300. Aesthetics, and the acres of clear acrylic are very distinctive 

325 G A happy blend of qualities endows the stylish Syncro with a blend of subtlety and force - the mailed fist in the velvet glove 

495 G- Rather coarse sound tacking resolving power - but lively sound may appeal. Industrial appearance 

1495 E Poss1bly the most detailed, clear and neutral deck around. Likeness to master tape is uncanny 

890 E The PT TOO with built in PS. Retains features of great transparency and neutrality. Review sample had highish motor noise 

500 G+ Semi suspended. leads the field for clarity and neutrality at the price. lt also looks good. Excellent value 

200 A Nicely balanced, but unimpressive t1ming and lightweight bass made this deck rather average for the price 

230 G A high pertormance budget turntable which is particularly strong at fine detail resolution and imagery 

388 G+ The acrylic platter'd IIXE is one of the most capable budget decks on the market, good resolution. dynamics and timing 
3368 E Halfway between standard and Reference Voyds with the latter's platter and bearing. Supert:J fimsh, colourtul and dynamic sound 

Product £Price Comments 
A Airtangent 11r 
.6. Alphason HR 1 OOS 

3000 E A complex but superbly built arm !or high quality systems, giving excellent stereo and resolution 

490 VG S-shaped arm sounds smooth, but nevertheless reproduces transients with fine attack 

1000 VG Large, solid and well made arm, gives exceptionally clear sound w1th just a hint of brightness 

1297 VG Superb, state of the art design which builds significantly on predecessor lttok's strengths 

95 G+ The ultimate budget arm? Refined, detailed, sweet and natural 

139 VG Despite its modest price it sets exceptional pertormance standards and could be used on many high end turntables 

190 G+ Targetted at the Xerxes, this is a good alternative to the Rega arms in many cases - a trifle bright 

568 VG Beautifully made and finished, fully adjustable. a highly neutral pertormer 

828 VG Superb engineering and finish with a finely balanced sound, impressive stereo focus and low colouration 

1232 E Excellent in all respects, this arm arguably sets the standard for pivoted arms regardless of price 
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PERSONAL MESSAGES 

Restoring the faith 
I 

t had been a hard day's listening. We 

knew it would be, but anticipating 

the dentist doesn't make a visit any 

more pleasurable. Things started 

badly with a brand new 

M2 contraflow delaying 

all arrivals by about 45 

minutes. Then there were 

the twelve presentations of 

the very same programme 

played on speakers under 

£150 to endure. 

Having suffered every­

thing from the less-than­

sublime to the little more 

than ridiculous. the curtain 

came down on this month's 

listening tests. but the 

unedifying day's exper­

iences- and the prospects 

of theM2 to come-had left 

the mood sombre. I sought 

to cheer things up by 

bringing in a pair of real 

loudspeakers. 

A pair of massive Ta1moy 

215 DMT studio monitors 

sitting in the hall, each 

with two 15 inch drivers, 

had attracted everybody's 

interest, so we trundled 

them in and lifted their 85kg 

weight onto stands. Perhaps we rushed 

the installation, or didn'twait for them 

to warm up and settle down, but they 

too were in a sulky mood that day and 

declined to perform at their best. 

We trundled them out again and 

transferred to my wall-mounted 

Tannoy 15 inch duakoncentric drivers 

instead. Cake was eaten, smiles started 

to return and even the M2 seemed a 

long way away. One of my regular 

panellists Russell Kauffi11an, now with 

Monitor Audio, mentioned he had 

some new MA speakers in the car which 

he'd like to bring in and try. 

T11ese MA201s cost £250 a pair, 

which didn't sound terribly appealing 

after what we had already endured. I 

ran a quick brain scan for excuses but 

couldn't find one, took note of the fact 

that the designer of the 201s was also 

present, freelancer Robin Marshall 

(previously with Monitor Audio, Epos 

and Mordaunt-Short), and reluctantly 

agreed. Russell brought them in, set 

quite close to the wall, and we 

connected them in place of the wall­

mounted Tannoy drivers. 

T11a t particular changeover happens 
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I couldn't 

quite believe 

that a little 

cone was 

sounding so 

clear and 

open. 

quite often round here, naturally 

enough, and it's usually justa little sad 

and depressing. T11at day had for the 

most part, already been unusually sad 

and depressing, so I wasn't at all 

prepared for what followed. 

T11ey obviously weren't a real match 

for the wall-mount drivers, but didn't 

have to make any embarrassing 

apologies either. Most importantly, 

they were unequivocally in a totally 

different league from the under £150 

1nob we'd listened to earlier. 

I couldn't quite believe that a little 

plastic cone was sounding quite so 

clear, open and coherent through the 

mid band, until it was politely pointed 

out that it was actually a doped paper 

cone, in a moulded plastic frame. 

In fact the 201 reminded me of the 

£300-£400 speakers we'd done for the 

January issue, but also sounded as 

though it would have blown most or all 

of those a way without breaking sweat. 

Someone pointed out how similar the 

size and moulded baffle looked to one 

of Robin's most successfi.t! recent 

designs, the Epos ES11; someone else 

christened them Mopos; but everybody 

agreed that they could happilybat well 

above their price league. And in the 

context that an ES11 now costs a 

not-so-cool £395, the 201 could be 

setting a whole new value benchmark 

for the 1994 marketplace. 

I can't quite believe I've made such a 

statement about a Monitor Audio 

speaker. For the past five 

years of speaker review­

ing I've been wrestling 

with the problem thatMo 

Iqbal's (Mr Monitor 

Audio) speakers always 

cost half as much again (at 

least) as I expect them to. 

Now here's one (or two, if 

you count the £399 floor­

standing 202, which I 

haven't yet sampled) 

which may well be worth 

twice what's being asked. 

It's a funny old world. 

Miniatures that cost 

under £150 (call it under 

£250 with stand) and 

floorstanders over £500 

are currentlythe two best 

established stereotypes 

in the loudspeaker 

marketplace. The mid­

price sector in between is 

an altogether more 

confi.1sing scenario, part­

ly because some need 

stands and others don't; 

some have wood veneers and others 

make do with vinyl imitations. 

11uow in the fact that for many users 

smallness is a virtue, which puts a big 

question mark overwhether or not box 

size should be considered part of the 

value equation, and you end up with 

such a range of alternatives even 

experienced dealers must find the best 

route difficult to pick. 

But at £250 for the 20 litre 

stand-mount, and £399 for the 

floorstanding equivalent, these two 

vinyl finish MAs look likely to have 

considerable influence on the 1994 

speaker scene. Paul Messenger 

Both look logically has been writing 

good value for about hi-fi longer 

money in relation 
than he cares to 
remember, and 

to the n1iniatures 

and the more 

u pmarket floor­

standers, and the 

stand-mount 201 

certainly sounds 

good enough 

to give rival 

companies a few 

sleepless nights. 

is a former 
editor of Hi-Fi 
Choice - three 
times over. 
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Rotel's original RCD-865 whipped up a 
storm, especially from Philips which was a 
trifled miffed at someone else pipping it to 
the post with its own technology! And 
then there were the golden-eared review­
ers who thought bitstream would never 
amount to much anyway. 

We know better now of course, and so 
do the UK arm of Rote] which has spent 
the intervening two years working on its 
replacement - the RCD-965BX. Visually 
it's hardly a departure from the original, 
though the satin-black alloy fascia with its 
clear fluorescent display is a little softer on 
the eye. Extra features include index skip­
ping which joins traditional track skip, 
search, repeat, random and program play 
options. There's a new slimline remote 
too, an attractive little handset that adds 
direct track access to the tally of widgets. 

Inside it's all change with Philips' new 
SAA.7323 PDM DAC replacing the 
SAA.7320 used before. The 7320 family are 
all single-ended DACs using a total of 256 
times oversampling and second order 
noise-shaping. Nevertheless the 
SAA.7323, with its 352kHz dither, is much 
closer in execution to the 7320 than the 
intermediate 7321. 

Meanwhile Rote] has a completely new 
and wholly symmetrical board layout for 
this combination of SAA7310 decoder, 
SAA7323 DAC and analogue filter. 

Lab report 
This player conforms to accepted stan­
dards with a nominal 2V output, though 
its perfom1ance elsewhere is still far from 
conventional. In particular although the 
SAA7323 DAC avoids the sporadic high­
level idle tones of the SAA.7320, various 
fixed signals, including the CLV reference 
tone of 7.35kHz, are still present. This 
drone is visible on the -70dB plot and, nat­
urally enough, compromises the signal­
to-noise ratio to tl1e tune of about SdB or 
so. 

Meanwhile the 3D plot highlights the 

. . -

third and fifth harmonic distortions that 
mark the 7320 family while extended hum 
products can be seen to influence t11e 
player's frequency response at low levels. 
Interestingly, the new 1Hz noise modula­
tion test reveals the 965BX to be tl1e least 
affected of the group even if figures for 
linearity and stop-band rejection are far 
from state of the art. 

Sound quality 
There was no mistaking the calibre of this 
player, which was greeted with unani­
mous applause from our panel. Yet if one 
over-riding feature of its sound struck our 
listeners, other than its generally engag­
ing character of course, then tlcis was its 
sheer poise and elegance in hancUing all 
percussive sounds. Whether it was the 
lone cymbal from Mary Black's 
Columbus, the harpsichord from 
Pachelbel' s Canon, or the vibes and per­
cussion from Marty Paich, all possessed 
an uncommon delicacy and clarity. 

This sense of control and integration of 
even the most complex passages seems 
almost intuitive, for though the music has 
a comfortable 'at home' feel, the overall 
presentation is far from over-civilised or 
dusty. Our listeners complimented the 
player for its bubbly but incredibly refined 
performance, the music sparkling with 
enthusiasm and vitality but always tem­
pered with a remarkably realistic sense of 
proportion. 

More importantly, although our listen­
ers were duly impressed with its technical 
proficiency, they were utterly transfixed 
by the sheer conviction and passion of the 
music itself. 

Conclusion 
Every group test has its star performer 
and, this time around, it's Rote! that car­
ries home the honours. The RCD-965BX is 
a shrewdly balanced player, equipped 
with a sensible range of facilities, solidly 
built and engineered to produce the sort 

of sound that many high-end products 
wouldn't have a hope of achieving. This is 
a Best Buy with knobs on. 

TEST RESULTS 

Channel Balance 
Channel Separation 
THD vs Level, OdB 

·30dB 
-60d8 
-80dB 

Dithered, -90dB 
Resolution @ -60d8 

·80d8 
·90d8 
·95d8 

-100d8 
Peak Output Level, l 

R 
Relative Output Level 
Output Impedance 

20Hz 
O.OldB 
92.6dB 

·95.5dB 
·79.1dB 
·51.4dB 
·24.2dB 
-4.95dB 

Radio Frequency Spuriae 
1Hz Noise Modulation 
CCIR IMD, OdB 
Suppression of stop·band IMO 
Oe·emphasis Accuracy, 1kHz 
5kHz 
16kHz 
SIN Ratio (A·wtd), w emp, OLSB 

wfo emp, OLSB 
wto emp, 1LSB 

Digital Output 
Crystal Clock Accuracy 
Track Access Time (99) 
Typical Retail Price 

1kHz 
0.01dB 

101.4dB 
·93.6dB 

-76.7dB 
-47 6dB 

-24.0dB 
·11.2dB 
·0.07dB 
·0.60dB 
·3.52dB 
·1.62dB 
·1.05dB 
2.075V 
2.077V 
0.32dB 

208ohm 

20kHz 
O.OOdB 
96.4dB 

-70.8dB 

-66.6dB 
-40.1dB 
·17.6d8 
·6.25dB 
·0.08dB 
·0.83dB 
·3.85dB 

+0.95d8 

2.1mV@ 11.3MHz 

0.91dB 
-95.5dB 
55.2dB 
O.Q4dB 
O.OOdB 

-O.OldB 
94.3dB 
93.1dB 
93.6dB 
Coaxial 

+8.8ppm 
secs 
£300 
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