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EDIT POINT 

Tal<e our lead to better hi-fi 

W 
e receive a constant stream of mail 

from readers asking for advice on 

systems, hi-fi separates, 

TI1e modern hi-fi system is generally more 

capable to start with, and certainly offers 

fewer options for simple but worthwhile 

upgrades. That said, as our Technics system accessories and, yes, cables. Over 

the past year, and in spite of 

constant claims that the 'green 

shoots of economic recovery' 

·�···��... owner discovered,just a little �,.-....... experimentation 

are at last with us, we have 

noted a steady rise in the 

number of letters from 

enthusiasts looking to 

improve their systems as 

cheaply as possible. 

Not surprisingly, 

perhaps, many people 

are looking to relatively 

affordable items, like 

cables, speaker stands 

and equipment 

supports, as the 

most cost-effective 

way to get a better sound 

from their hi-fi while money is tight. 

But it isn'tjust the hi-fi separates buyer 

who is coming to this realisation. Only the 

other day I had a call from a gentleman who 

owned an upmarketTechnics stacking 

system. He had been using the system for 

some time 'out of the box' and was quite 

happy. However, a little research led him to 

experiment with different connection cables 

between the components and, surprise, 

surprise, the sound was transformed. 

The moral of the story is that you do not 

need to have an esoteric hi-fi system or 

oodles of cash to benefit from simple tweaks 

to cables and equipment supports. In fact, 

half the fun of owning a hi-fi system is 

wresting the ntl1 degree of sound quality out 

of it on a limited budget. 

In the days when turntables reigned 

supreme, for example, there were all 

manner of modifications that could be 

undertaken by music lovers on a tight 

budget. TI1e tricks ranged from sticking 

empty compact cassette cases under the feet 

of a turntable when a proper table was out of 

reach, to swapping t11e headshell on a cheap 

and cheerful tonearm to allow a more exotic 

cartridge to be accommodated. 

j can reveal a level 

of performance 

previously only 

hinted at. 

With this very 

much in mind, our 

Cable Choice 
supplem.ent, given 

away free with tl1is 

edition of Choice, 
provides you with an at-a­

glance pocket guide to 

some of the latest and best 

interconnect cables around. 

No matter what your 

system or budget, Cable 
Choice is an invaluable aid 

when it comes to selecting 

cables for audition. It tells you 

how cables are made, reveals the ways in 

which they can improve the sound of your 

hi-fi system and even takes the mystique out 

of the jargon that cable manufacturers 

commonly use. It's no substitute for your 

ears, but it will help you to cherry pick the 

best interconnect cables. 

Keep it with you when you next visit your 

specialist dealer and use it to pick your way 

through the all the hype and technical data. 

Remember, upgrading interconnects is just 

a way of getting more from your hi-fi, so 

don't get bogged down in the technicalities. 

Use our guide wisely and you may 

discover that the hi-fi system you always 

dreamed of is the one 

sitting in your own 

front room! 

If you didn't receive 

a copy of Cable Choice 
with this magazine, 

please let your 

newsagent !mow. 

Simon Davies 



NAD 302. European Amplifier of the Year '93-'94 

"An amazing design which can bring true Hi-Fi performance to 

those unable, or unwilling, to spend a fortune." 

BRITISH BY DESIGN 

NAD MARKETING L TO. NAD BUILDING, 401-405 NETHER STREET, LONDON N3 1 QG. TELEPHONE 081-343 3240 



CHOICE NEWS FROM AROUND THE WORLD 

KEF puts the 
'S' into latest 
speakers 
While announcing revisions to 
its flagship hi-fi monitors, KEF 
has also added to its growing 
home theatre range. 

The famous £2,345105/3 
floorstander has been upgraded 
and features a new copper-clad 
tweeter, a change of internal 
damping material and a fully 
revised crossover. The new 
105/35 is offered in American 
walnut veneer with mocha 
brown grilles. 

For home theatre, KEF has 
announced the model4oA 
subwoofer and 705 satellites. 
The £750 active subwoofer 
employs a pair of 2oomm bass 
drivers in KEF's dual coupled 
cavity bass system and a force 
cancelling rod. 

The matching satellites each 
contain a KEF Uni-Q driver 
comprising a 19mm soft-dome 
tweeter and a 165mm 
polypropylene-coned bass unit. 
The £299 speakers may be 
mounted on brackets, stands, 
dedicated wall mounts, or even 
partly recessed into walls. 
s (0622) 672261 
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RAM butts back in 
with new products 
German hi-fi brand 
Dual is making a 

comeback in the 

UK through the re­
emergence of RAM, 

its old distribution 
company. RAM has 
also bought the sole 

rights to the 
Revolver brand 
that was 
originally 
associated with 

budget and mid­

priced turntables. 
In future, Revolver is likely to 

be associated with a small range 

of loudspeakers, including a 
£250 floorstander, model, 

followed by what's described as 
'a serious range of components'. 

More immediately, new Dual 

products set for the UK include a 

turntable specifically for British 
audiophiles. The CS 505-4 UKis 

based on the 505 series but with 
notable modifications, including 

Budget audiophilia from 

Dual with the new CS 505-4 UK. 

an Audio­
TechnicaAT95£ 

cartridge, and a felt 
rather than a rubber 

platter mat. Recent 

exchange 
fluctuations 

means the price 
will be£199, 

while the price 

of the CS 503-2 
has been reduced 

from f18o to £170. 
The remainder of the Dual 

range, from CD players and tape 
decks to receivers and 

component systems, will follow 
soon. S 061-866 8101 



Inert Studio 

from ProAc 
ProAc's £1,850 Studio 200 is a 
new floorstanding design that 
incorporates a novel approach to 
cabinet construction. 

Extensive research has 
produced a box using walls of 
different thicknesses allied to a 
recently-developed damping 
technique. This is said to result 
in an almost totally inert cabinet 
which houses two 178mm 

bass/mid range drive units and a 
25mm soft dome tweeter in an 
off-set configuration. 

The crossover network has 
been split to allow for bi-amping 

and bi-wiring where appropriate, 
while the bass response is aided 

by a single equalised reflex port. 
Finish options of rosewood and 
yew are available at the higher 
price of £2,035. 2o81-2071150 

Just Units 
stand out 
To prove that not all hi-fi furniture 
has to be made from black 
tubular metal, just Units has 
come up with an aesthetically 
pleasing alternative. 

The So11nd Deck units vary in 
price from f1oo-£4oo and are 
intended to complement the 
equipment. Made from high 
density MDF board and finished 
in a polyester I polyurethane 
lacquer, they come in 12 
standard high gloss or matt 
finishes. There's also a two 
colour option. Carpet piercing 
spikes are provided for the 
bases, (additional spikes may 
be installed on all shelves). just 
Units makes all its stands to 
order, so delivery takes around 
four weeks. 2 081-207 6o68 

Get cordless 
for less 
Sennheiser has reduced the 
price of Infra-red head phone 
technology with the IS450 
cordless head phone. Sold as a 
complete package for £150, all 
the electronics, sensors and 
batteries are built in to the 
lightweight headset. 

The transmitter, which may 
be connected to any head phone 
outlet, uses third-generation 
output diodes to provide a wide 
angle infra-red beam_lf the 
signal becomes too weak for 
good reception, a squelch circuit 
blocks out excess noise. 
2(o628) Bsosu 
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U.K DISTRIBUTOR (0625) 500507 

DE FLEX® 
1111!1 

I 

PANELS 

" ... A marked improvement was obvious from the 
fust few bars of REM's Automatic for the People album ... " 

" ... Vocals took on an air of presence that was stunning 
compared to what had gone before ... " 

" ... Rhythm was more definite and seemed to 'glue' the 
musical experience together ... " 

Hi Fi News & Record Review - March 1994 

" ... The special surface pattern reduces standing waves to cure 

boxiness and resonance without killing the vitality of the sound ... " 
" ... expect tighter cleaner bass, crisper articulation, and an increase 

in liveliness without loss of control ... " 
" ... The result was sharper imaging, wider dynamics and a more 

natural sound ... " 

Hi-Fi Choice- January 1994 

" ... Deflex panels seemed to give greater tightness and 
control, improved internal clarity, and better pitch definition 

- all without deadening the sound in any way ... " 

Audiophile - January 1994 

interested? 

For further details and a comprehensive 

information pack - contact: 

Spectra Dynamics 
(0745) 571600 

Spectra Dynamics Limited, Talargoch Trading Estate, Meliden Road, Dyserth, Clwyd LL18 6DD, Great Britain 



New kit on the block 
Every Spring, the big names in consumer 
electronics gather in London to give dealers 
and journalists an early chance to glimpse 
new products planned for release over the 
following months. 

This yearSony was to be found in the 
Royal Albert Hall. lt offered a chance to 
see the second-generation line-up of 
MiniDisc recorders (first seen at CES 
in Las Vegas and exclusively tested 
in Sessions, page 17), and lots 
more besides. Causing a stir were 
the £8oo CDP-CXwo one hundred 
CD auto-changer in a box of midi 
proportions and a OAT recorder with 
on-board Super Bit Mapping circuitry, the 
£Boo DTC-6oES. 

Also from Sony comes more U K designed 
products. The £200 TAF-244E amplifier eschews 
tone controls and offers 40W from MOSFET output 
devices. Continuing its UK designed purist theme, 
the CDP-715E is a £250 CD player that's due in 
June. 2 (o784) 467000. 

With Philips not exhibiting, it was up to DCC eo­
developer Technics to push the format. This it did 
by announcing the forthcoming RS-DCB hi-fi deck 
due for release in June, priced around £400. We're 
also promised a DCC mini system, the £999 

SCCH-9090. A Mkll series of 
Technics integrated 
amplifiers will be 
released in the autumn, 
from the 35W SU-A6ooj2 
at f2oo, to the £400 SU­
A9oo/2 with its SoW 
capability. Its sister company 
Panasonic was talking about 
the 3DO interactive FZ-1 multi-player, 
although price and delivery date have yet to be 
confirmed.lt also introduced the SC-VCw, the 
world's first mini-component system to 
incorporate Video-eo. 2 (0344) 853943. 

A comprehensive range is on the cards from 
Sanyo, including six disc, drawer load multi-play 
micro and mini systems, and what's said to be the 
world's first 24 disc multi-play midi system; the 
£6oo SYS-993. We can also expect a six disc multi­
play CD portable when the MCH9oo is launched in 
August. 2(0923) 257130. 

Samsung has notched up 10 
years of trading in the UK and 
was promoting its leading­
edge technology, much of 
which has been released 
already in its home market of 
Korea. The RS2oooA is a 
Dolby Pro-Logic amplifier 
which was unveiled at last 
year's Berlin show, while 
the new DV 550KP is a 
dual standard 
(PAL/NTSC) Laserdisc 
player which uses a greeri 
laser. 2 081-391 0168. 

Televisions featured strongly in the 
Toshiba presentation. lt launched 

the new Quadryl Nicam range 
which promises high quality 

audio from an integrated 
four speaker system. The 
idea is to add spatial 

depth to both stereo and 
mono soundtracks. Two 

sets will be available initially, 
the 51 cm 2145DB at £500, and 

the £6oo 2545 with its 59cm 
tube. 2 (0276) 62222. 

There are always off-beat new 
products, but few can compete with Akura's 
complete £220 hi-fi system and software storage 
rack in the shape of a Coca-Cola can. The speakers 
are built into the fold-out doors with connections 
through the hinges negating the need for unsightly 
cables. E (0786) 47654. 

Home cinema was at the forefront of the 
Goodmans demonstration but, while using the 
Dol by Pro-Logic logo in its publicity, Good mans' 
£2oo Active Logic package is subtly different.lt's 

described as 'less complex' than Dol by 
licenced models, but apparently 

works on a similar 
principle of exploiting 
the difference 
between left and 
right channels. 
1:: (0705) 673763-
Front Surround 

Sound from Aiwa involves 
just one pair of speakers. The 

listener receives direct sound and 
reflections from the side and rear 

walls. Aiwa is also making inroads into 
the eo-Graphics arena with its karaoke-

ready NSX-510G. The company, which already 
boasts 24 per cent of the cassette deck market, is 
launching three new models: the AD-F85o and AD­
F450 single decks, plus the twin AD-WX727. 
2 081-897 7000. 

Consumers are about to be offered the new 
Virtual Room Simulator by Akai in its £8oo RX-
89o/Tmini system. This derivation of DSP digitally 
balances the position of the speakers relative to 
the listener to simulate the ideal listening position. 
Akai has also developed a new chroma process in 

its video cassette recorders to reduce colour 
bleed. By 'placing' the video 

colour signal accurately 
against the 
brightness signal, 
vertical aberrations 
can be avoided. The 

new system even 
works in long-play 

mode. it's to be found 
initially on four models, 

spanning £330 to £6oo. 
2 081-897 6388. 
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HOME MOVIES 

(with Lucasfilm Home THX Rrocessing and B&W Audio technolog_y_ 

!n_full six channel Surround Sound) 

Why go out to the cinema when B&W's Home Cinema brings the full Using Lucasfilm's Home THX® electronic processing, the B&W Home 

Cinema system with idenlical lefl, centre and right front speakers, lefl 

and right surround speakers and single (or dual) mono subwoofer 

gives you lifelike, cinematic sound. 

moving-going experience home lo you? 

B�W Loudspeakers Virtual Acoustic Reality enables you lo experience 

the same breadth, depth and clarity of movie sound in your living 

room as at the cinema. 

So you see and hear all of the action where it 

happens, as it happens. Without the inconvenience of 

travelling. 

B&W's Home Cinema is the best means currently 

available to explore all the sonic potential captured 

and stored on the modern laserdisk or video cassette. 

Whilst also conforming lo the highest audiophile 
..:a&w:.. 
HOHE Clt�Et1A 

standards. 

Of course, there are al!ernalives on the markel. 

-

······--

VIRTUAL ACOUSTIC REALITY 

But they do no! have the benefit of B&W 

Loudspeakers' unrivalled track history in acoustic 

technology. 

Listen and you '11 see. 

B& W Loudspeakers (UK Soles) Ltd Morlborough Rood Lancing West Sussex BN 15 8TR 
Tel (0903) 750750 Fox (0903) 750694 
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', London N1 

071 226 5500 



Choice 

The latest products, the best recordings and our own point of view on the most 
interesting developments to hit the hi-fi scene. Concise reports by the Choice team. 

CD PLAYER 

Meridian 506 
There are two integrated CD 

players in the latest Meridian 

range. The first is the £795 506 

tested here. Meridian also has a 

higher definition 508 player, as 

well as a 500 transport and 

563 digital-to-analogue 

converter, but these 

are well past the 

£1,000 

barrier. 

All use the Delta-Sigma 

bitstream chipset. 

The 506 is superbly built in 

Meridian's 330mm square style, 

and its glass top is vety pretty, if 

a fingerprint magnet. 

One notable omission is a 

remote control. In tended for use 

in a complete Meridian system, 

the company recommends its 

sleek £50 Meridian System 

Handset to control this CD 

player. This is rather frustrating 

if the 506 is the first bit of 

Meridian electronics in your 

system. However, the player will 

recognise instructions from any 

Philips RCS handset. 

Meridian players have 

traditionally had a vety cerebral 

sound and the 506 is no 

10 Hi-Fi Choice June 1994 

exception. It can set the pulse 

racing when playing fast 

percussion or driving rock, but 

its forte is simply getting the 

information off the disc without 

interpretation. It can also play 

to mis-track discs with ease. 

Try as you might. you are vety 

unlikely to find fault with the 

performance of the 506.1t may 

be a little too refined for fans of 

heads-down rock, but in 

absolute terms it's a hard 

package not to admire. 

If! were to sum up the sound 

quality of the 506 in a single 

word, it would have to be 

'natural'. TI1e imagery is 

particularly well-defined, 

creating a handsome 3D 

soundstage with solid, physical 

sounding instruments. It 

presents an accurate, detailed 

reproduction of what's on the 

disc but not with the shiny, hi-fi 

sounding pseudo-detail of many 

an expensive player. 

TI1ere are a number of players 

at this price but the new 506 has 

to be one of the best. 

AlanSircom 

0 Great package; well­
balanced sound; as 

sophisticated as it looks. 

0 Remote control extra; 
may be too cerebral 

for some tastes. 

SOUND: I I I· I • 
------------------------

VALUE: I I I I • 

PORTABLE RADIO 

Roberts 

Revival 
It's not often that I have to fight 

staff members to review a 

product. But once the Choice 

team spied the £100 Roberts 

Revival portable radio, I had to 

beat 'em off with a stick. 

The Revival is unquestionably 

retro. It is bulky and finished in 

a variety of garish styles, 

designed to remind you of 

halcyon days when The Goon 

Show was alternative comedy. All 

the more surprising then that it 

should cause a stir in an office 

filled with computer literate 

baby boomers. 

TI1e Revival radio is a 

straightfmward three-band 

battery operated portable in a 

large MDF case. Tuning is by the 

traditional match-needle 

system; there are no presets or 

fancy tuning aids. At the bottom 

of the red case is a plinth, which 

allows the user to rotate the 

Revival for tuning AM channels. 

Aside from the battery, the 

Revival can be run from a 

supplied mains transformer and 

the size of the case means that it 

has been fitted with a larger 

than average speaker unit. 

Definitely not hi-fi, the Revival 

has that classic 'wireless' sound 

-rich, wann and slightly 

woolly. Perhaps I'm 

ovetwhelmed by nostalgia 

whenever I listen to the spoken 

word on it, but that full-bodied, 

typical BBC, received 

pronunciation, which I thought 

died out with the advent of the 



mini skirt, has a considerable 
allure. It's the perfect thing to 
take on a picnic; just lie back 
among the bits of pork pie and 
listen to England thrashing 
Australia in the Ashes. 

What is odd, however, is that 
there is little difference between 
the AM and FM performance. 
The softness that helps mask 
some of the problems inherent 
in LW and MW filters out some 
of the best qualities ti·om FM. 

In many respects, sound 
quality is the least important 
aspect of the Roberts Revival. 

Those of you who haven't 
removed the word 'kitsch' fi·om 
your vocabula1y should 
immediately buy one. 
AlanSircom 

Roberts Radio Dynatron, Molesey 

Avenue, West Molesey, Sun·ey KTS 
ORL. � 081-979 7474 

O Wonderful retro 
styling; rich, soft­

focus, hiss-free sound. 

0 Indistinct sounding 
performance; not for 

the tunerbuff;heavy . 

£100 

SOUND: I· r� ••• 
VALUE: �;.&l>"'i'Di'•• 

AV AMPLIFIER 

Ken wood 

KA-V7700 
The £600 KA-V7700 has more 
features than you can shake a 
stick at. Ignoring the fine detail, 
the amp includes no less than 12 

sets of inputs and tape circuits, 
many with composite and S­
Video circuinywhich enable a 
connected TV or monitor to 
show the source currently 
selected by the Ken wood. 
S-Video offers optimum video 
quality but lacks the on-screen 
set-up graphics that are available 
through the composite feed. 

Sound manipulation is 

The KA-Vnoo: !Heat Pro-Logic 
and fun DSP facilities. 

decoder with the 
usual three, four and 

five speaker options. A DSP 
feature generates the sound of 
various pre-programmed 
acoustics, superimposing them 
on the source material, riding 
roughshod over the acoustic in 
which the original recording 
was made in the process. 

One unusual and welcome 
feature is a 're-equalisation' 
circuit. which compensates for 
the brightness of many video 
soundtracks. This arises because 
they will have been mixed for 
the ve1y different environment 
of a commercial cinema. 

Although the KA-V7700 sets no 
new standards for this class of 
equipment, it is highly 
competitive with a performance 
that often belyies the asking 
price. Assessed as a stereo 
amplifier using CD and radio 
sources, and feeding a pair of 
Mission 753 speakers, the 
Ken wood sounded generally 

clean, well ordered and 
competent, but slightly 
mechanical and inarticulate 
when compared to a really good 
stereo amplifier (Technics and 
Marantz models were roped in 
for this comparison). 

But the Ken wood's raison 
d 'etre is as a Dol by Pro-Logic 
amplifier, and here it proved 
more bullet-proof. I'n1 not going 
to talk about the DSP features. 
I've heard worse, but I've heard 
better too (notably from 
Yamaha). 

The Dol by steering logic, 
however, was ;1otably adept at 
painting a large, stable 
soundstage which located 
central voices with real 
precision and lack of spread. 
AlvinGold 

Trio-Ken wood UK Ltd, Ken wood 

House, Dwight Road, Waiford, 

He1ts, WD1 8EB. � {0923) 816444 

OAseriousAVamp; 
powerful, well 

endowed and effective. 

0 Some features add 
little to utility; trails 

good hi-fi stereo amps. 

£600 

SOUND: I_ U •• 
-------------------------

VALUE: L L L L . 
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GET 
MORE . 
from your stereo! 

•• 

Sound distribution in a live concert 

Bose"' Direct/Reflecting"' speakers 

Bose'" 301"' 

Bose'" 201"' 

Ask for a demonstration! 

* Get a free Bose'" polo-shirt with 
purchase! 

---

* Limited offer. 
Check with your participating dealer. 

BOSE® Direct/Reflecting® speakers 

Don't get stuck in one spot! 

Finally listen to 
Stereo Everywhere® 

At a live concert you hear mostly reflected 

sound. Conventional speakers produce mostly 

direct sound, so they cannot achieve the 

realism of a live performance. 

Only Bose"' Direct/Reflecting"' speaker 

technology delivers the lifelike balance of direct 

and reflected sound- you experience the 

exciting atmosphere of a great live concert! 

And finally you listen to Stereo Everywhere"'! 

it's time to GET MORE from your stereo! 

80S� 
Better sound through research. 

BOSE LIMITED, TRINITY TRADING ESTATE, SITTINGBOURNE, KENT ME10 2PD 
TEL: (0795) 475341 

CALL NOW FREE II!:!IDiit���) FOR A FREE INFORMATION PACK 
r--------- � ----------------------------------------------------- , 

For a FREE Brochure and full details on Base' Direct/Reflecting' speakers and the GET MORE oHer 
fill in this coupon and send to Base Limited, Tnnity Trading Estate, Sittingboume, Kent ME10 2PD ....SOS� 

Better sound through research. 
Name __________________________________________________________ ___ 

Address: __________________________________________________________ _ 

Postcode: __________________________________________________________ _ 

Tel. No: --------------------- ---------'H=-=-F--'C"---"-6'-'/9'---'4 



lOUDSPEAKERS 

Monitor 

Audio MA201 
The standard bookshelf size (14-

20 !iu·e) speaker has been falling 

steadily out of favour for the 

past few years. Most attention 

has focused either on the 

smaller(7-10 litre) and cheaper 

miniatures which dominate the 

sales charts, or, more recently, 

on compact floorstanders. 

Adding the cost of a decent 

stand to a £250 bookshelf 

speaker like the Monitor Audio 

MA201 will take it close to 

budget floorstander price, and 

the combination is unlikely to 

look as elegant. But there are 

several reasons why it might 

well sound better, provided the 

designer has done his job 

correctly. 

Which would seem to be the 

case with this new Monitor 

Audio design. It's the latest 

creation ofRobin Marshal!, who 

brought us the highly successful 

and not dissimilar Epos ES11 

several years ago.TI1e 20 litre 

vinyl wrapped 201 actually sits 

very neatly on the ES11 stand, its 

moulded baffle and main driver 

frame looking purposeful 

despite all ofMA logos. 

Sensitivity is a healthy 88dB, 

and close-to-wall siting gives the 

best bass balance, with very fair 

extension for the class. The 

broad mid band is very well 

adjusted, with a gentle rise up to 

a mild 1-1.5kHz plateau, while 

there's a modest presence 

suckou t and rather shy treble. 

Sonically, this speaker has all 

the agility and much of the 

cheeky charm (probably due to 

that little 1-1.5kHz peak) of the 

very best miniatures, plus an 

order more weight and 

authority than any of them. 

Coloration is modest, though 

the paper cone is audible and 

the overall character a little 

forward yet slightly shut in and 

dull with it. Timing is pretty 

good and dynamics fair enough 

at the price, the firm and well 

controlled bass driving along 

with fair gusto and fine 

communication skills when 

driven by high class 

amplification. 

The 201 is not perfect, and 

does fall comfortably short of 

being state-of-t11e-art. But the 

limitations are so 

cunningly disguised 

that the net result is 

a great deal of fun 

and excellent value 

for money. It's 

quite capable of 

taking on 

competitors 

costing twice the 

price. 

Paul Messenger 
Monitor Audio Ltd, Unit 34, C!ifton 

Road, Camblidge CB1 4ZW. 

e(0223)762947 

0 All the lively charm of 
a miniature with a lot 

more welly and grunt. 

0 Treble is a bit dim and 
presence a little 

constrained sounding. 

SOUND ' • -------------------------

VALUE , .1: 

AMPLIFIER 

ThuleAudio 

I A 50 

minimalist audio. I was wTong, 

the Danes are at it as well. The 

£599 Thule Audio IASO is one of 

those integrated amplifiers that, 

if it had any fewer controls, 

would be a power amp. 

In its basic form, the IASO is a 

five input, line only integrated 

amp with a volume control. It 

does have one extravagance 

however. One of the inputs is of 

the balanced XLR variety.TI1is 

unusual inclusion reflects the 

fully balanced nature of the 

electronics inside the box. 

The TI1ule Audio brand is 

being brought into this country 

by Virtual Reality.TI1e 50 watts 

per channel IASO is tl1e least 

expensive model in a range that 

contains a preamp, two power 

amps and a DAC. 

For a £150 premium a phono 

board is available for the IASO, 

though we didn't manage to try 

it out. Used as a line amp with 

CD and, externally phono 

staged, LP, the IASO put in an 

enthusiastic performance. Its 

energetic character imbued 

music with a touch more 

exuberance and excitement 

than usual, and it could get 

aggressive if it were used with 

certain CD players. 

However, given a decent 

source, it reproduced depth and 

space with aplomb and gave the 

impression of speed by virtue of 

its eagerness to get up and 

boogie. 

All in all, theThule IASO is an 

interesting design that would 

work well in the context of 

conservative speaker designs 

and relaxed CD players. 

jason Kennedy 
Virtual Reality, Units 31-33, The 

Close, GreshamRoad, Brentwood, 

Essex CM14 4HE. e (0277) 

227355 

0 Balanced input and 
topology; full three 

year warranty. 

0 Minimal facilities; not 
ideally suited to bright 

ancillaries. 

SOUND I;?'• � I' t. •• 

VALUE :,;, r,-, �-- rY • 

Hi-Fi Choice June 1994 13 



HOME THEATRE lOUDSPEAKERS 

Celestion 

CS8/CSC/CS4 
Celestion's newish £800 

CS8fCSCjCS4 'Home1l1eatre' 

system is a hefty package. The 

main left/right speakers are the 

column-like CS8s. Despite being 

over 3ft high, at less than Sin 

wide these give the impression 

of a small speaker on a tall stand 

and are certainly not 

unattractive. The driver 

complement is a titanium top 

end, a Sin poly mid and a pair of 

Sin paper bass drivers. 

Celestion has taken the 

unusual step of using 

completely different drivers for 

the middle CSC speaker to those 

on the main l/R CS8s. This is a 

polymer tweeter and a pair of 

3in midfbass units (with at least 

fairly substantial magnets 

behind them) and it is tiny-I've 

seen bigger on the back shelf of a 

Cortina. In fact, it is virUta!ly 

half the size of the CS4 speakers 

Celestion sent as surrounds. 

At least being part of the CS 

series these surrounds use a 

similar tweeter and bass driver 

to the CS8s, maintaining the 

family sound between the main 

fi·ont and the rear speakers. 

From a company that imports 

Lexicon, one of the best home 

theatre decoders on the market, 

14 Hi-Fi Choice June 1994 

I expected more than this 

hotchpotch of domestic hi-fi 

dressed up as home theatre. 

There is a patent mismatch 

between the left/right and 

centre speakers. I was just too 

fi·ightened to feed anything like 

real home theatre levels into the 

CSCwith its tiny drivers in an 

elegant, but flimsy plastic case. 

Even judged alone, I don't see 

the CS8s holding up to serious 

criticism.TI1e bass end is less 

than substantial and an 

additional sub-bass is on the way 

soon to beef it up. For now it 

sounds like the drivers are 

working at cross purposes, and 

transparency is not a word that 

comes to mind either. 

TI1.is is not cinema sound; it is 

just1V sound, writ large. 

TlmFrost 

Celestion Intemational Ltd, Foxhall 

Road, Ipswich, SuffolkiP3 8]P. 

1::(0473)723131 

£499/£129/£169 
SOUND: I 1••• 

� 

INTEGRATED AMPLIFIER 

Audio 

Innovations 

Alto 
1l1e £299 wing-shaped Alto 

amplifier has had a mixed 

reception. The first review said 

that it was the best thing since 

sliced A-400. TI1e second was 

more luke-warm. I have to side 

with the former. 

To start with, it's one of the 

most elegant amplifier designs 

around. Rather than the 

ubiquitous black box, the Alto's 

�· - ., 

aerofoil design is seriously 

stylish-the bright blue LED is a 

particularly neat touch. Very 

easy to use, the Alto lacks fancy 

gizmos and what there is­

power, volume, source and 

record selector-comes well laid 

out. There is no phono stage, 

and Audio Innovations has no 

plans to produce a matching 

one. It does, however, produce 

the Pl and P2 phono stages for 

-the phonographically 

enlightened. 

Audio Innovations is well 

known for its dynamic valve 

designs, but to produce a 

competitively priced integrated 

amp transistors were used.TI1is 

gives the amplifier a less 

anaemic output-3S watts may 

not seem much to those weaned 

on PA equipment but compared 

to valve amps, the output of the 

Alto is akin to Sizewell B running 

at meltdown. 

However, Innovations 

appears to be determined to 

keep a family sound in its 

amplifier range. Common to all 

is a smooth, easy quality that 

makes music without stress and 

strain.TI1is doesn't overcome 

the performance, but simply 

stresses the subtlety and 

refinement. Its image1y is fine, 

but it doesn't have tl1e focused 

precision of a PioneerA400X. 

The amplifier's strongest plus 

point is its invisibility; it never 

Winner of most aerodynamic amplifier 
award; the Audio Innovations Alto. 



draws attention to itself. 

If all of this sounds as if the 

amplifier is unlikely to deal with 

thrash metal or grunge 

properly, think again. TI1e Alto 

has enough grunt and power to 

handle Sonic Youth or Prong as 

well as Mozart or John Coltrane. 

No, it won't see off the best 

amplifiers around, but it offers 

very serious competition in its 

price range. 

If you love the involving 

sound normally associated with 

valve amplifiers, but cannot use 

or afford one, the Alto is the only 

choice. It has a level of 

sophistication that is rare at the 

price and won't sound out of 

place in a very good system- the 

mark of the best in hi-fi. 

AlanSircom 
Audio Components Ltd, Albany 

Court,Albany Road, Granby 

Industrial Estate, Weymouth, Dorset 

IJf4 9TH. � (0305) 761017 

0 Superb looks; refined 
sound; a hi-fi bargain. 

0 No matching phono 
stage. 

£299 
SOUND: : • 

-V-A-LU_E_: __________ _ 

than soft. But the music is 
reproduced with such 

brilliance and imp;K:t these faults 
hardly seem to matter, though one 
ortwosections(forexample, the 
QJ.Jadrille, track 18)sound less vivid. 

Backgroun4hissis�1owilldeed, 
and overalll doubtifanywould guess 
therecordingwasso-old.Fiedlerplaysthe 
score complete so that it lasts a full36111i!M� 
This mid-price CD reiSsue includes Fiedler!s 
recording of another colourfW ballet 

HEADLINES 

Sennheiser 

HD340 
The packaging is explicit: FOR 
DIGITAL USE it reads in large, 

fi·iendly letters. It transpires that 

the logic behind the puffery is 

that the HD340 is designed to be 

listenable for extended periods, 

even with digital sources. 

Don't you believe it!TI1e 

HD340 is much better than that. 

At the £64.95 asking price, this is 

as near ideal a general purpose 

head phone as I can name. If 

there is a reduction in treble 

output, it is practically 

imperceptible, but it sounds 

smooth and open with an 

almost pellucid purity and 

transparency. TI1e mid band and 

bass are more of the same. TI1ere 

is no discontinuity between 

them, and no sense that 

different areas of the 

music are handled 

other than in a totally 

consistent and 

articulate manner. 

Detail is reproduced 

in abundance, if without 

being highlighted, and the 

sonic effect is natural and 

comfortable. But the bass 

doesn't have the slight warmth 

the digital tag had led me to 

expect. If anything, the HD340 

sounded a little thin here, 

though, as promised, this helped 

them sound unobtrusive, even 

after several hours use. 

Physically, the HD340 is 

equally impressive. The phones 

are compact, lightweight and fit 

close to the head, the double 

headband spreading the load 

well without pressure spots. The 

ear capsule is more practical 

than luxurious, but the fine 

cloth-covered permeable ear­

cushion feels cool, and there is 

little obstruction of outside 

sounds. In short, a hearty 

thumb's-up. 

AlvinGold 
Sennheiser UK Ltd, PO box 816, High 

Wycombe .Bucks HP1 0 9ST. 

� {0628} 850811 

0 Clean, refined and 
expressive sound; 

excellent construction. 

SOUND: • 
-V-A-LU_E_: __________ _ 



MUSICAL IMAGES 

Hounslow 

081 569 5802 

MUSICAL IMAGES 

Edgeware 

081 952 5535 

RIVERSIDE HI-FI 

East Twickenham 

081 892 7613 

DIVA 

Wandsworth Common 

071 924 5286 

BRENlWOOD MUSIC CENTRE 

Brentwood 

0277 221210 

DEFINITIVE AUDIO 

Brighton 

SIGNALS 

Ipswich 

0273 208649 

0473 622866 

BURDEN ELECTRONICS 

Swindon 

0793 613733 

ENGLISH AUDIO 

Hereford 

0432 355081 

GRANGE HI-FI 

Burton on Trent 

0283 33655 

DEFINITIVE AUDIO 

Nottingham 

0602 813562 

AMADEUS SOUND & VISION 

Sutton Coldfield 

021 354 2311 

ROMERS HI-FI 

Black burn 

0254 887799 

PRACTICAL HI-Ft 

Manchester 

061 839 8569 

PRACTICAL HI-FI 

Warring ton 

0925 32179 

PRACTICAL HI-FI 

Blackpool 

0253 300599 

SERIOUS KIT 

Manchester 

061 707 4823 

ACTION ACOUSTICS 

Cleveland 

0642 480723 

DOUG BRADY 

Warrington 

0925 828009 

AUDIO CLINIC 

York 

0904 646309 

ISLAND HI-FI 

Isle of Wight 

0983 563993 

MUSIC MILL 

Edinburgh 

031 555 3963 

a s u n 

d e s g n e d 

L 

q u e a s a s g n a t u r e 

"A big (ive S/ars fOr valve 111aestro Audio luuovotious" 

WHAT HI-FI- March '94 

a n d m a n u f a c t u r e d  n t h e 

Audio Components Limited 

U K 

Albany Court, Albany Road, Granby Industrial Estate, \1\/eymouth, Dorset DT4 9TH_ United Kingdom 

Telephone: 0305 76"10"17 Facsimile: 0305 76"1492 



Sessions Exclusive 

MINIDISC PLAYER 

SONY MZ -E2 MINIDISC 
F 

orget the original, lumpen and 

uncharacteristically flaky MZ-1. 

It was rushed onto the market 

prematurely to meet a perceived 

threat from Philips' DCC that never 

materialised. Finally, Sony is making 

amends with a clutch of new MD 

players and recorders. 

I was lucky enough to be able to test 

a pre-production 

MZ-E2 personal MD 

player, 

in the range, over a long 

weekend. Measuring 

74x18.5x1 06.8mm (roughly as small 

as a cassette case) and weighing 

205gm, it slips easily into a shirt 

pocket. The unit plays through high 

quality earphones, whose lead is 

wired through a remote control 

about the size of a small wrist-watch. 

It was my first sight of the current 

track title scrolling across the display 

face that rubbed home just what 

a technological 

miracle the MZ­

E2 represents. 

Tracks 

can be 

located 

almost 

instantaneously, 

CD style, and tracking is 

hard to disturb 

thanks to a 10 

second ESP buffer 

memory. 

Practicality is also 

enhanced by the extended 

battery life, partly due to a 

circuit with fewer 

components and partly to the 

supplied lithium-ion rechargeable 

battery. These cells pack a greater 

punch than nicads, and don't suffer 

memory problems, which means tl1ey 

can be charged safely at any time. 

nlike its 
predecessors 
the pocket sized 
MZ-£2 MiniDisc 
player actually 
looks and feels 
like a Sony. 

Expect up to two hours on 

a charge, or seven hours 

when combined with the 

bol t-on dry batte1y pack 

(included). 

Early MD players and discs 

were criticised for poor sound 

quality. The MZ-E2 is not a complete 

answer to this judgement, but it is a 

substantial improvement over what 

came before. The sound is still bland 

and lacking in fine detail, but it has 

gained in transparency and is more 

tactile and solid. The player also has 

an undeniably smootl1 and attractive 

sound, both on headphones and 

when plugged through a hi-fi system. 

Despite tl1e MZ-E2's undoubted 

qualities, MD has yet to achieve 

critical mass. The players remain 

expensive- this one costs £349.99-

recorded software is still thin on the 

ground, and the recorded repertoire 

of non-pop material especially is 

pitiful. If nothing else though, the MZ­

E2 shows tl1at MD does, after all, have 

real sex appeal. 

AlvlnGold 

Sony UKLtd, Sony House, South Street, 

Staines, Middlesex TW18 4PF. 

1::081-78 41144 

VERDICT 
lliUih'Jr.c:t 

0 Brilliant and practical 
player which also sounds 

usefully better than first 
generation MD hardware. 

0 Until players become more 
affordable, and discs more 

plentiful, MD remains an 
executive toy. 

£350 
SOUND: •• 

� 
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Musical Fidelity FCD 
compact disc player 

Not all CD players have been created equal 
Musical Fidelity has given its FCD a head start by 
putting it in one of the most tasty boxes on the market 
Jason Kennedyspins the discs to find 
out ifthis book can be judged by its cover. 

W
ho says British CD players 
have to be dowdy, matt black 
boxes? Not Musical Fidelity it 

would seem. One glance at the FCD is 
enough for anyone to see that this is no 
ordinary player. The luxurious alu­
minium extrusion that 

theme that's designed to keep all but 
the well-equipped out. Therefore 
what's inside the FCD is a bit of mystery, 
MF admitted using a DAC7 converter 
chip butwas decidedly vague about the 
disc drive. It's not a Philips design- I 
couldn't use the Marantz remote 
which is good for most of the CD play­
ers that come my way- and the disc 
tray has a straight laser mechanism 
path indicating a Japanese style three 

forms the front plate 
is fitted with a pair of 
decorative handles 
and a row of bullet 

M U S I C A L  F t  

shaped buttons to 
create a stylish facade. 

At £1,499, the FCD 

aims high for a single box UK player 
and appears to have the likes of 
Meridian and Naim in its sights. It's a 
good thing there's more to CD replay 
than meets the eye, or those companies 
would have plenty to worry about. 

As far as facilities go, the only addi­
tions to the usual run of options are bal­
anced sockets for both digital and 
analogue outputs, which would be very 
worthwhile if you had matching 
inputs on your preamp or DAC. 
Although the latter are quite rare, and 
the FCD is not just a transport, it's a 
degree of future proofing.111e remote 
offers a comprehensive selection of 
options includingvolume control, but 
avoid the temptation to use this if you 
crave maximum sonic glmy. 

The top of the FCD is a black 
anodised, brushed aluminium plate, 
secured by a variation on the Torx bolt 

The FCD is the 
only source 
component in 
Musical 
Fidelity's 
F-Series, which 
also includes 
the F-22 and 
F-15 pre/power 
amps reviewed 
in last month's 
edition of the 
EAR. 

'"' 

beam laser tracking assembly. 
I used this machine with both tran­

sistor (Michell) and tube (Audio 
Innovations) amplification, Homing 
Agathon speakers and Audio Note 
cables. I compared it with a Rotel RCD-
965BX and the Meridian602 /Audio Note 
DAC3 Signature transport and DAC that 
usually does the disc biz in my system. 
I also attempted to isolate it from the 
environment with a Pyramid platform. 
The AC fix was supplied with a Sonic 
Link mains cable. 

What I heard was remarkably palat­
able. I kicked off with a current 
favourite called Fully, CompletelybyTI1e 

Tragically Hip. This is medium lively, 
contemporary American rock with a 
touch of REM, but considerably more 
stamina. The FCD imbued it with ener­
gy, depth and substance, letting me 
hear virtually evetything that was 
going on without shoving any particu­
lar aspect down my throat. It responds 
well to the feel of the track it's playing, 
driving the more powerful ones along 
and sitting back with mellow tunes. 

I enjoyed many aspects of the way it 
reproduced my discs but found the 
three dimensionality and substance of 
the sound to be the most appealing.It 
creates depth as well as my usual trans­
port/DAC combination, managing to 
negate the position of the speakers 
witl1 better recordings and stretching 
the walls behind them into the next 
building. This was dramatically 
demonstrated by an excellent 
Panasonic recording of baroque music 
which sounds extremely natural and 
has trenrendous presence. 

TI1ere were times when I felt that the 
sound could have been crisper, with a 
little more transparency, but then 
again some tracks verged on the 
aggressive when the gain was pushed. 

Overall, I feel that Musical Fidelity 
has achieved a good balance of energy 
and listenability with this player. Its 
timing skills, though not pronounced, 
were easily up to the mark for the price. 
Used as a transport and compared with 
tl1e Meridian, it sounded tight and fast, 
which suited a lot of material well, but 
the languid Meridian sounded more 
natural witl1 acoustic music. 

Another of the FCD 's attributes is an 
ability to cope with complexity. Dense 
pieces of Frank Zappa and Raging Slab 
didn't clog up, which tl1ey are prone to. 
You could hear what the musicians 
were doing and get a cohesive feel for 
tl1e music. It didn't manage to pull off 
the, all too rare, trick of making such 
discs listenable at a high volume the 
whole way through, but to be fair this 
may be a limitation of the software. 

I think that most LPs are better tl1an 
most hi-fi systems, inasmu1=h as• they 
are one of the stronger links in the 
chain, and that you should listen to a 
record on a lot of different systems 
before you spurn its sound quality. TI1e 
same may be true of CDs (I hope it is) 
but we haven't got far enough with CD 
players to be able to say so yet. 

Using the FCD for the Second 
Opinion part of this montl1's prefpower 
amps test was quite interesting too. It 
proved to what extent an amplifier can 
botch up the sound of a line source. 
Only one pair (which also happened to 
be from Musical Fidelity) revealed tl1e 
FCD as a decent player that was less like­
ly tllan the amplifiers to cave in when 
the going got tough. Those of us 
inclined toward digiphobia should 
keep that in mind. 

With the FCD, Musical Fidelity has 
put togetller a great looking CD player 
that is remarkably proficient at play­
ing discs in a coherent and three 
dimensional manner. What I suspect­
ed to be a basic player in a fancy box has 
turned out to be quite an inspiring 
piece of audiophilia that deserves all 
the success it can conjure up. 

Musical Fidelity, 15/16 Olympic Trading 

Estate, Fulton Road, Wembley, Middlesex 

HA9 OTF. � 081-900 2866 
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SCALING 

NEW 
HEIGHTS. 

There's a new tower on 

the block- the Studio 200. 

And it's going to make you 

think again about how much 

loudspeaker you should get for 

your money. 

Innovative cabinet construction, 

critical driver offset placement 

and state-of-the-art componentry 

combine to bring you a new 

sophistication in high-end 

listening experience. 

The Studio 200 can now be 

auditioned at selected dealers. 

Contact us for details. 

r� ProAc 
'P�� 

130-132 THIRSK ROAD 

BOREHAMWOOD 

HERTS WD6 5BA 

TEL: 081-207-11 50 

FAX: 081-953-8933 



· lumley 
Reference ST70 

power amplifier 
T

he appeal of plugging in a big 

stereo valve amplifier has long 

sincelostitscharm.Iamno longer 

seduced by acres of chrome and glow­

ing valves. For me, the sheer logistics of 

lifting an uneven bulk of transformers, 

never mind the excess heat and the 

problem of where to stash the huge box, 

outweigh any benefits. If a valve ampli­

fier was to overcome my prejudices, it 

would have to be something special. 

Fortunately, the Lumley Reference 

S170 is that special. The £1,950 black and 

chrome stereo chassis is stylish, with a 

certain Blade Runner-esque chic. The sub­

stantial look extends further than 

appearance though. The ST70 is well 

built, both internally and externally­

it's a Volvo among amplifiers. 

A full set of valves, a set of three cones 

and a multimeter to bias the output 

valves accurately are supplied with the 

amp. Although biasing is a trifle fiddly, 

it's not that difficult, especially with 

the clear instructions provided in the 

manual. It's the proper way to set up a 

valve amplifier and once set it stays set. 

The manual also goes into detail about 

different mains cables, running the 

amplifier in and system matching in 

an enthusiastic manner. 

Curiously, the Lumley has two sets 

of switches on the front panel. The one 

on the left is the standby switch, while 

the one on the right is the mains on/off 

switch. In an ideal world, the mains 

should be switched on for 10-15 min­

utes to wake up the heaters before 

throwing the stand by switch. In use, 

however, I gave the ST70 the usual 

reviewer abuse by switching the am pli­

fier on and off at random, without any 

ill-effects. 

Apparently, early Lumley amplifiers 

had a rather fragile set of bias resistors 

and HT fuses which blew at a rash flick 

of the switch, and this gave them a rep­

utation for unreliability, totally 

unfounded in later models. Reference 

Imports does stress that the bias resis­

tors need to be checked f01·wear and tear 

everyyear or two, though, as they are the 

most vulnerable part in a valve amp. 

There are also two sets of output 

sockets; one pair gold-plated and one 

pair rhodium. This is because it is felt 

that although the gold plugs are better 

What does it take to revive couch potato 
Alan Sircom's interest in humpingenonnous 
valveampsup to hisUsteningroom? 
Could it be the Lumley ST'fO? 

overall, the bass is tighter through the 

rhodium set. This makes the amplifier 

a gem for hi-wiring. 

Like almost every valve power amp 

today, each channel of the ST70 uses a 

double triode ECC82 and ECC83 to 

drive the pair of 6550A output pen­

todes. These can be run in triode oper­

ation, if you throw the toggle switch 

between the two valves, but this also 

involves switching to stand by mode for 

a couple of minutes. As this switch is 

sandwiched between the output tubes, 

it's difficult to do this without scalding 

a knuckle.Running the amplifier in tri­

ode mode should effectively halve the 

claimed 70 watts into eight ohms. 

I had two samples, spaced several 

months apart. The first was a standard 

5170, the second had the new £395 PP70 

six channel passive preamplifier that 

bolts underneath the ST70's chassis. 

This allows those with line only sources 

to turn the ST70 into a very competent, 

if expensive, integrated amplifier. Both 

samples sounded very similar, howev­

er, and the listening notes for each 

were virtually identical. 

If you associate valve sound with the 

warm, spongy, rose-tinted sound of an 

old Radford or the light touch of an 

Audio Note, the ST70 is something of a 

shock. Only the Esoteric Audio 

Research amplifiers sound more like 

transistor models. It sounds simi­

lar to the Naim NAP 250 power 

amp, because of its tight rhythmic 

presentation, surprising levels of 

bass slam and bottom end grunt. 

This makes it one of the few 

valve amplifiers around that 

can handle the rave beat 

of Eat Static's Kalika 

without screwing up 

the rhythm. 

In the valve world, only 

single-ended triode ampli­

fiers sound faster. Yet such designs 

are generally so seriously low powered 

that they can only be used with a select 

handful of speakers. The ST70 has the 

grunt to match a reasonably sized tran-

A seriously 
chunky 

integrated 
amplifier. The 

Lumley 
Reference ST7o 

and PP7o 
passive preamp; 

a must hear 
combo for Alan. 

sistor power amplifier design. 

Up in the midband and treble, the 

ST70 begins to sound more like a classi­

cal valve amp. Here, the grace inherent 

in the design begins to show through. 

Playing Bach's Cello Sonatas, for exam­

ple, the amplifier is equally adept at 

portraying the weight of the cello's 

bass notes and the beauty of the upper 

registers. 

The ST70 is not the most transparent 

amplifier in the world, but it makes up 

for this with its bolted-down imagery. 

This made Cassandra Wilson's strong, 

soulful voice stand out on her coverver­

sion of Tupelo Honey with the sort of 

embodiment that even Doris Stokes 

couldn't manage. This was so eerie and 

natural-sounding that you could over­

look the slightly hemmed-in sound­

stage, which lacked space and 'air'. 

One final by-product of using this 

amplifier is its ability to play music at 

brain-melting levels . With a pair of effi­

cient Audio Note AN-Es, this meant 

more hate mail from my neighbours as 

I partied on with The Black Crowes 

until the early morning. 

So often amplifiers can be criticised 

for being nothing special. Although 

they perform very well, there is noth­

ing to set them apart from the masses'. 

It's one reason why distinctive ampli­

fier designs like Naim and Audio Note 

are so popular with reviewers- they 

are often copied, but seldom equalled. 

Such criticism could never be lev­

elled at the Lumley. It has a distinctive 

character that sets it apart from its 

peers and I'm sure will appeal to many. 

That alone would be enough to warrant 

a healthy recommendation. The addi­

tion of enough power to drive compar­

atively inefficient speakers makes it a 

must-hear among power amplifiers. 

Reference Imports, 67 High St., Heathfield, 

East Sussex TN21 8AH. 

� {0435) 868004 

Hi-Fi Choice June 1994 21 



SL SonicLink 
20 Derwent Business Centre, 
Clarke Street, Derby DE 1 2BU 
Telephone: 0332 67 4929 
Fax: 0332 298836 
Send A4 SAE for nearest dealers 

Read below the verdict from a recent interconnects supertest 
in What Hifi? Then visit your local Sonic Link dealer. 

Sonic Link Violet £go Verdict ***** 
Violet cable works well in high quality system where information retrieval is a priority. 
Despite having warmer, fatter bass than Pink or Red, it remains exceptionally clear and detailed, 
especially in the mid-range and treble. Music's upper registers are very delicately portrayed but 
instruments nonetheless have a reassuringly solid feel. Not suitable for ragged-sounding systems. 

Sonic Link 'Pink £25 
Verdict **** 
This ultra-slender cable looks 
unconventional and home-brewed, but 
it does offer a respectably detailed and 
cogent sound. Pink's tonal balance is 
rather light, due to its lean, dry bass, 
but it doesn't sound too forward in a 
well balanced system thanks to very 
refined treble and good overall clarity. 
In fact this cable's fast, rhythmically 
urgent sound is very appealing. 

Sonic Link 'Red £45 
Verdict **** 
Just like Pink, Red is also skinny, but 
packs loads of musical information into 
its slim and modest diameter, 
recommended as a CD to preamp link, 
red is vividly detailed with a vibrant 
and lively tonal balance, which is aided 
and abetted by good dynamic contrast 
and slick timing. Provides bass with far 
more substance and weight than the 
less pricier Pink leads. 

'ST70 STEREO' 

SonicLink'Blue fr2o Sonic Link 'Black £r5o 
Verdict **** Verdict *** 
Blue uses Sonic Link's rhodium 
plateplugs, which are claimed and 
certainly seem able to out perform the 
more common gold plated variety. Blue 
has a very clean and spacious sound 
that captures low level detail very well. 
Like the Violet cables though, it can be 
too revealing for s system. 

A heavyweight, even by Sonic Link 
standards, this cable uses silver-plated 
cable and rhodium plugs. Its sound is 
too weighty too, but bass sounds over· 
bloated, slowing lively music right 
down. We still prefer the cheaper Blue 
cable, which gives bass lines more 
intonation and flow, resulting in the 
music seeming faster and better 
articulated overall. 

'M120 MONOBLOCKS' 

FOR THE WORLD'S FINEST AMPLIFICATION CALL US TO AUDITION THE 'LUMLEY' RANGE 
ALONGSIDE MANY OTHER TOP MAKES. 

WE BELIEVE THAT PRICE FOR PRICE 'LUMLEY' LEADS THE FIELD. 

DIVA 
a udio fidelity 

WANDSWORTH 

LONDON 

TEL. NO. 

081-875 9593 



Not enough steam from 
an old Marantz amp 
Having listened to a pair ofBose 

401 speakers in a dealer's 

showroom, I was delighted by 

their bright, full sound and 

purchased a pair. However, now 

I have them at home, I find the 

mid range lacking. The bass is 

solid, and the treble very crisp 

and bright, but using an old 

Marantz amplifier (which gives 

no more than 25 watts) I find I 

have to use the loudness button 

to enhance the sound. 

RA Marquardy, Luxembourg. 

Your old Marantz could well be 

running out of steam, though 

usually deficiencies occur at 

bassjtreble extremes rather than in 

the midrange. Using the loudness 

compensation boosts the bass (and 

sometimes the treble), depressing the 

midrange further! 

Sometimes the midrange can 

seem lacking because the treble is too 

bright. lf so, the Audio Innovations 

Alto is a good and not too expensive 

line-only integrated amp that gives 

a full, rich sound without excessive 

treble brilliance. For a more driving 

articulate sound, try the Marantz 

PM-54SE which also caters for 

turntables. Neither of these amps 

offenone controls, and if you want 

this facility the NAD 306 would be 

worth t1ying. This amp also has a 

useful Bass Eq deep bass boost which 

should help to give more body and 

substance to the sound. 

Bass boom blues 
My current system consists of a 

Linn LP-12/AkitofK-9 

turn table/arm/cartridge, a 

Mission DADS CD player and 

Roksan DA-1 DAC, Mission Cyrus 

1 amplifier and Tannoy Eclipse 

speakers. This rather 

unbalanced system is the result 

of gradual upgrading. 

I listen at low volume levels 

and I'm missing out on detail 

and suffer boo my bass. The 

turntable is probably limited by 

the Cyrus' ph ono amp, and I'm 

wondering should I keep the 

amp, add an outboard phono 

stage and replace the speakers, 

or replace both amp and 

speakers? 

D Powell, Shrewsbury. 

Given unlimited funds, a change of 

amp and speakers would be favourite, 

but the Cyrus is pmbably less of a 

liability than the Tannoys and it 

should work well with better speakers. 

Given that you listen at low levels, you 

• 

Each month we're giving away a 

one metre pair of I soda intercon­

nect cables to the writer of the 

most interesting letter. If you've 

any queries send them to: Hi-Fi 

Choice (Help!) Dennis Publishing 

Ltd, 19 Bolsover Street, London 
WlP 7H], or fax on 071-323 3547. 
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Cassette 

range now 
available 

Aiwa ADF 810... . ............ £199.00 

Aiwa ADWX 929 .. .................... £229.00 

Denon DRM540 (NEW) .. . ..... .£159.00 

De non DRS61 0 .. . .............. £199.00 

Denon DRW760 .... £249.00 

NAD 602 (NEW) ............. £199.00 

Nakamichi DR 3 .............. .. ..... £349.00 

Nakamichi DR 2 . . . .... £599.00 

Nakamichi DR 1 .. . .... £849.00 

Yamaha KX 260 .................. ..... £159.00 

Yamaha KX 360 ... £189.00 

loudspeaker 
KEF 030. . ..... £349.00 

KEF 103/4 (Bik) .. . ........... £929.00 

Linn Keilidh .. . ..................... £595.00 

Mission 760se .. .. . ..... £149.00 

Mission 751 (NEW) .. .£299.00 

Mission 753 ....... ............. . ...... £699.00 

Ruark Swordsman 2 . . ..... £299.00 

Ruark Templar (Oak) ....... £479.00 

Rega Kyte .... . ..... £198.00 

Rega XEL (NEW) . . ........... £1040.00 

Roger LS2a/2 ....... .£229.00 

Tannoy 605/2 ............. ..... ....... £169.00 

Tannoy 607 .. . . ..... £219.00 

248 Lee High Road 

THE CHOICE IS YOURS 

We demonstrate everything we sell 
so you can be sure that any of the 
products you see advertised here 
are on display and available for 
audition. 
Our helpful and experienced staff 
are on hand every day (except 
Thursday and Sunday) to help 
explore the possibilities open to 
you. We welcome your visit. 

•Two listening rooms 
•Two year minimum guarantee 
•Free 24hr delivery service 
eo% Finance available,see below 
•Part exchange service available 
•Outstanding product range from: 

AIWA • ARCAM • AUDIO TECHNICA • CYRUS 

DENON • HEYBROOK • JPW • MARANTZ • UNN 

PRODUCTS • MISSION • NAD • NAIM AUDIO 

NAKAMICHI • POLK • QUAD · ROTEL • REGA 

RUARK • ROGERS • SOUND ORG • SPENDOR 

TARGET· TANNOY · WOODSIDE· YAMAHA 

Come and Listen 

FREE 24HR DELIVERY 
For most stock items 
Please call for details 

Source 
A ream Alpha 5 . . .. .... .. . .. . .. . . ..£449.00 

Linn Mimik (NEW) ..... £798.00 

Marantz CD53 (NEW) ...... £199.00 

Marantz CD63 (NEW) ............... £249.00 

Marantz CD52/2se ................... £299.00 

Rotel RCD 965BX Discrete ...... £375.00 

Rega Planar 2 ... . . . ....... £198.00 

Rega Planar 3 ........ ........... ...... £260.00 

Amplifier 
A ream Alpha 5 . . . . ........... £229.00 

Arcam Alpha 6 ......................... £329.00 

Cyrus 3 (NEW) .......... £499.00 

Denon AVC 3020 .......... £729.00 

Denon AVC 1530 ....... £479.00 

Marantz PM44se ....... £199.00 

NAD 302 .. . ..... . .. ............... £169.00 

Rotel RA960BX/2 ..................... £325.00 

Linn Majik- Line Level (NEW) £524 00 

Naim Nait 3 (NEW) ... .. ... ... .. £499 00 

Tuner 
Arcam Alpha 5 ......................... £219.00 

Cyrus FM7 Tuner (NEW) .......... £399.00 

Denon TU260L ......................... £119.00 

NAD 402 (NEW) ........ £159.00 

Naim NAT 03 (NEW) .... .£499.00 

Rote I RT930AX ....................... .£175.00 

0% INTEREST FREE CREDIT 
Up to £1000 Instant Credit available to personal Callers 

10% Deposit, Balance over 6 or 9 months (£350 min) 
0% A.P.R. Please telephone for details supplied on request 

(e.g. System: Marantz CD63 I Marantz PM 44se I Mission 780se. Total Price £625.00 

Deposit: £62.50. Plus 9 equal payments of £62.50. Price includes VAT and all leads). 

� • Tel: 081 318 5755 & 081 852 1321 • I VISA I 
� Opening times: 10.00am to 6.30pm Monday to Saturday (Closed Thursday) 



should find the unusually articulate 

Impulse H-7 and H-6 speakers 

interesting. These undamped horn­

loaded designs will help make the 

most of your Cyrus amp too, though 

(paradoxically, given conventional hi­

fi wisdom) the smaller and cheaper 

H-7 is much more amp fussy. Why 

not take your Cyrus along when 

auditioning speakers to see how it 

compares with the Pioneer A-400/A-

400X and Marantz PM-54SE? 

Adding an outboard phono stage 

is a fine idea, but rather expensive­

a good one like the Mic hell !so will 

set you back around£400. 

Pioneer's A-4ooX amp. 
A firm Choice Best Buy. 

No compromise 
solution 
I am considering the purchase of 

an amp and speakers to go with 

a Rote! RCD-965BX CD player. 

SonyTCK-611$ cassette deck, and 

Rote! RT-950BX tuner. I'd like two 

tape outputs, but a phono stage 

is unimportant and, although 

two line inputs will do, a third 

would be useful. 

My dealer recommends the 

Pioneer A-400, but I was also 

considering something cheaper 

like the Marantz PM-44SE or one 

of the inexpensive, highly 

praised Technics amps. 

Speaker choice is more 

daunting. Large floorstanders 

are out, but I'd like bi-wiring 

facilities. My dealer 

recommends the 

Mission 760iSE, tl1ough I 

could stretch to Rega Kytes or 

Mission 780s by spending less on 

the amp. 

J Trickett, Lancashire. 

The Pioneer A-400 would make an 

excellent choice, as would the slightly 

more expensive Pioneer A-400X. Tite 

latter gives a smoother, more refined 

sound, but lacks the A-400's drive 

and excitement. The Technics SU­

A600 is an excellent choice, nearly as 

good as the Marantz PM-44SE. 

Compromising on the amp and 

spending more on the speakers is a 

tricky one as it may serve to reveal 

weaknesses in the amplifier. It would 

probably be better to stick with the 

cheaper Missions and go for a better 

amp. Include theArcam Alpha 5 

and Aura VA50 on your shortlist too. 

Rekindled interest 
After neglecting hi-fi for several 

years, I have recently regained 

interest having bought a 

Marantz CD-52SEfii CD player and 

Sony TCK-611 S cassette deck. 

However, I'm now wondering 

if my Harbetl1 HLl mkll speakers 

are achieving their full potential 

being driven by a 20 year-old 

Al<ai AA-8080 30 watt receiver. If 

you agree, what amplifier would 

suggest as a 

replacement? 

H Garston Smith, Margate. 

A good 30 watt amp would probably 

have sufficient capability to drive 

your Harbeths adequately, but it's 

likely the sound quality of your old 

Akai isn't up to modem standards. 

Receivers are much less common 

than they were back in the seventies; 

nowadays, separate amplifiers and 

tuners are preferred for sound 

quality. A good amp to consider 

would beArcam'sAlpha 5, or the 

slightly more powelful remote­

control Alpha 6. If you'd still prefer 

to go for a receiver, try the NAD 705 

or Denon's DRA-545RD. 

Cable conflict 
I recently decided to bi-wire my 

TDL Studio 3 speakers. but have 

had conflicting advice from 

dealers. At the moment. I'm 

using Mission Cyrus Solid Core 

cable, and would like to tty some 

stranded cable. However, one 

dealer suggests a mix, using 

solid for the treble and stranded 

Is solid core cable the answer? 

the 

opposite! 

MA Golden, 
Lancs. 

There's still much 

controversy about 

solid versus stranded 

cables. Basically, solid 

core cables give a crisper, 

cleaner sound, with sharper leading 

edges; notes stmi and stop more 

precisely. However, in some systems 

solid core cable can sound rather 

stark and monochromatic, lacking 

warmth. Stranded cables often 

sound 'busier' and superficially 

perhaps, more detailed. However, 

taken to extremes, ve1y heavy 

stranded cables can sound quite 

fuzzy and ill :focused. 

Many manufacturers now favour 

a combined construction where more 

than one strand is used, albeit with 

each individual wire insulated. This 

gives the thickness of heavy multi­

strand, but avoids the fuzzy sound. It 

isn't easy to say which should go 

where when mixing solid and 

stranded cables. 

Some in the Choice office prefer 

solid core throughout but what 

works best in your system is a matter 

of synergy and taste. Your best bet 

would be to borrow some 

alternatives from your dealer and 

choose by ear. 
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" .. best you can buy for sensible money" 

a, September '93 

"foot-tapping, likeable and exciting sound - five star performance" 

RECOMMENDED 

What Hi-Fi, October '93 

" .. .'Suona' magnificamente e costa acettabile" 

RECOMMENDED 

Suono (Sound, Italy) 

"Lively coherence, splendid dynamic range" 

RECOMMENDED 

Hi-Fi Choice, April '94 

" ... throws the window wide open and makes a system sing" 

RECOMMENDED 

What Hi-Fi, April '94 

"can't believe for under 100 bucks you 

can get dimensionality, depth and 

musicality that's unheard of in the land 

of big bucks cable" 

Satisfied U.S.A. customer 

Used and recommended also 

by Audiolab, Nairn Audio, 

Mission Cyrus, 

Nakamichi UK and 

Rega Research. 

---- �-----

For advice, sales and service or simply a brochure - call, fax or send 

the coupon 

NAME-----------------------

II=CHQI{O:II 

� 
ADDRESS __________ ___________ _ 

POSTCODE _____ _ 

'J Interconnects 0 Speaker Cables 'J Speakers Please tick required box 

30A Sarum Business Park, 

Portway, Salisbury, SP4 6EA. 

Tel: 0722 331674 

Fax: 0722 411388 



Savage beast of a 
hi-fi 
I'm getting too 

tame a 

sound 

from my 

present 

system which 

includes a 

Quad34control 

unit, Quad 405 

power amp, 

Meridian MCD CD 

player, Denon DRM-710 
cassette deck, Thorens TD-125 
turntable with SME 3009/II arm 

and Gold ring 1000 cartridge, 

and Spend or SP-2 speakers. 

The sound is okay on classical 

orchestral and choral music­

ve1y smooth and clean - and 

good on chamber music with 

minimal harshness on violins. 

However, on rock and jazz the 

bass has no punch and the mid 

and high frequencies sound 

flat- especially on LP. 

P Bout os, Vienna. 

Your Quad amp is possibly the main 
culp1it. Tmuble is, you may find a 
new amp gives sharp detailed sound 
on rock and jazz only to prove less 
smooth and refined on classical. 
With many modem amps no longer 
including a phono stage, your choice 
is complicated further. 
The A ream Delta 290 should 

retain much of 
your Quad's refinement while 

giving more bite and detail. The 
same goes for the French Triangle 
TE-60; however, the latter lacks a 
phono stage- though this could be 
added of course. 

Alternatively, Orelle's SC-200/SP-

150 is a good prejpower combo that 
should give you what you want 
without costing the earth. Its built-in 
ph ono stage offers the option of 
MM/MC cartridge sensitivity. 

Bewildering prospects 
Having recently bought a Rote! 

RCD-965BX CD player after a 

stunning demonstration by my 

local dealer. I was disappointed 

with its sound when playing it 

through my Pioneer stack 

system at home. I'm now faced 

with the bewildering prospect of 

buying an amp and speakers to 

match the Rote! CD player. What 

do you suggest? 

I Welsh, Moray. 

It might be an idea to 
go back to the dealer who sold you 

the Rote! CD player to find out what 
was used for the demonstration; you 
could then make this the basis for any 
comparisons. Failing that, start with 
one of the excellent Rote! amps, like the 
RA-930X orRA-940BX. TheArcam 
Alpha 5 would be another to shortlist. 

Speakers represent something of a 
bewildering choice, but start with 
models like the Legend II,j1>WP1 

Vinyl. or Rogm LS2a/2 and see how 

you fare. If something compact with 
good bass is required, listen to the 
more costly A ream Delta 2s. 

Ball of confusion 

system, I seem to have lost my 

way in this male dominated 

jungle. Initially I knew exactly 

what I wanted; a midi stack 

system to fit under the TV. 

I duly visited a few High Street 

department stores and specialist 

electrical shops.TI1e various 

salesmen convinced me that 

features like Random Play and 

Edit Recording would enhance 

my lifestyle. Satisfied that a 

Technics SCCH655 was the 

ultimate for about £700 (it 

superior to my 

old system) I 

boughtHi-Fi 

Owice. 
Just when I thought 

my mind was made up, the hi-fi 

confusion bomb exploded! 

Further reading has led me to 

believe that if! want sound 

quality I have to forgo many 

convenience features and put 

together a full-size separates 

system. So much for the vacant 

spot under the telly! 

Ms L Bryant, Taunton. 

Sound quality is purely relative. If 
you're happy with the balance of 
sound and facilities offered on the 
Technics SC-CH655 system buy it. 

Which tuner should I buy for my 

Technics SU-VZ220 amp and 

Mordaunt Short MS-10 speakers? 

I've short-listed the Sony ST-
5311 LB. Technics ST -G70LK, and 

Denon TU-SSORD. 

G Green, Berks. 

The sound from an FM tuner 
depends very much on the quality 
and strength of the signal it receives. 
With a good roof or loftaelial 
installed you should get pretty good 
results whichever model you choose. 

The Denon TU-580RD is a good 
bet, being reasonably pliced with 
RDS facilities. The Technics ST­

G70LK is good too, if a bit pricey, but 
watch out for poor AM pelformance. 
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MAKE SURE YOUR SYSTEM 

IS EVERYTHING IT COULD BE 

WITH A FREE TRIAL AUDIOQUEST 

HOME DEMONSTRATION CABLE KIT. 

Face it ... you probably already suspect that your cables aren't doing 

justice to your hi-fi system. 

But, the problem is, how do you choose the right cables to bring out the 

best in your system' Especially when you have to go to a dealer and 

audition them on a different system and in a room with different 

acoustics from your own. 

Now, there's an easier way. Those nice people at �udioQuest have 

come up with a solution that allows you to try out a whole host of their 

interconnect and speaker cables, in the comfort of your own home. 

What Hi-Fi? magazine's Trisha Mitchell- Vargas took up the challenge to 

see how much she could improve her system - without changing any of 

the components. She concluded: "lt's like listening to different 

equipment. The improvement is enormous; the sound is more cohesive, 

more worthwhile." (What Hi-Fi', October 1993.) 

To make sure you're getting the best from your system, all you have to 

do is pop into your local participating dealer and borrow an AudioQuest 

Home Demonstration Kit for a few days. (As you'd expect, the dealer 

may need you to provide some form of securiry.) The Kit contains full 

instructions for a home audition. Then, sit back and listen ro your 

favourite music using different combinations of the AudioQuest cables, 

to see which gets the most noticeable improvement in sound qualiry 

from your system. We believe you'll be so impressed that you'll rush 

straight back to your dealer and buy them! 

Of course, you may find that your existing cables are perfectly adequate. 

In which case, simply return the Demonstration Kit to your dealer -

there's no further obligation. At least then you'll be sure that the sound 

you're getting from your system is everything it could be. 

To find out how, and where, to reserve your AudioQuest Home 

Demonstration Kit, telephone Arcam or write to Alasdair Patrick at the 

address below. 

audioquest� 

BRINGS YOUR SYSTEM TO LIFE 

Arcam, Pembroke Avenue, Waterbeach, Cambridge, CBS 9PB 
Tel: (0223) 440 964. Fax: (0223) 863 384. 

AQ HFC 6/94 
Arcam is the sole UK distributor for AudioQuest. 



TELL US WHAT YOU THINK ABOUT HI-FI AND MUSIC 

THERE'S ALWAYS ROOM 
FOR IMPROVEMENT 
Over the years I have found Ht'Fi 

Choice to be the epitome of 

impartial advice. This can only 

be achieved by extensive, 

comparative reviewing. 

Readers rely on your 

experience to ensure that a 

product recommendation is not 

merely the result of a fortuitous 

combination of partnering 

equipment and, in the same way, 

that a poor review doesn't result 

from an unfortunate mismatch. 

There is also the matter of the 

musical preferences. It is 

noticeable that some reviewers 

favour a 'tight' sound, 

and are prepared to 

overlook a tendency 

to stridency. 

Others seem. to go 

for a more rounded 

approach and talk of a 

'musical presentation'. 

In order to establish a 

balanced understanding of a 

review I believe that, to start 

with, the characteristics of the 

reviewer's system should be 

stated. Secondly, it would help 

to know their sonic taste. And 

thirdly, it is important to be able 

to place the conclusion in the 

context of a variety of ancillary 

equipment with different 

characteristics. 

Phil Barnes, Yorkshire. 

CONTROVERSIAL MAJIK 
I buy Hi-Fi Choice on a regular 

basis. Indeed, I regard your 

magazine to be the most 

balanced and informative of the 

currently available crop of such 

monthlies. I enjoyed reading the 

EnlightenedAudio Review (EAR) 
banded to the May issue, and I 

hope that in the future there 

will be more of such 

publications dealing with the 

less mainstream aspects of 

contemporary hi-fi. 

Yet I wish to express my 

concern on a point of 

inconsistency. I refer to the 

conflict existing between Alan 

Sircom and Paul Miller in their 

reviews of the Linn Majik-1 

amplifier. While it seems 

perfectly acceptable that two 

people should have different 

perceptions of what makes for 

good sounding amplifiers, it 

appears inconceivable that they 

could differ so markedly. 

How inAlan's view, "the most 

significant hi-fi product of1993" 

can have produced music that 

"sounded like a collection of 

disparate threads" for Paul, 

surely brings in to question 

sample reliability. 

Evan Solway, Hertfordshire. 

What[ 

considered 

praiseworthy in the 

Majik-I (its t:ight, dry 

pe�formance) were the same aspects 

pilloried in the group test. Therefore 

I'm confident that sample variation 

was not the cause of the discrepancy. 

Perhaps it's because this amp sounds 

so distinctive that it provokes such 

differences of opinion. Alan Sircom. 

EXCITING, AGREEABLE READ 
I am writing to congratulate you 

on the first issue of the excellent 

EAR magazine. I hope it is the 

first of many more to come. 

I can honestly tell you that I've 

read it from cover to cover, and 

thoroughly enjoyed it, even the 

parts I didn't fully understand. 

I suppose you could say that I 

found it to be an Exciting 

Agreeable Read, which Evokes 

Awesome Respect, and made me 

want to Expend Available 

Remuneration. 

Like most people, I can only 

dream of owning equi pm en t of 

A
while back I bought a 

Rote! RCD-965BXCD 

player. Sonically, it 

offered nothing against my Linn 

LP12turntable (which I put 

down to the price difference) 

apart from silence around 

the instruments and 

greater ease of use. 

I recently 

traded it in for 

aTeac VRDS­

JOand over 

the next 

few days 

two things 

became apparent. 

The first was that this player 

offered a simply huge 

improvement in dynamics and 

clarity, leap-frogging way ahead 

of my LPJ2on these counts. 

the standard that I aspire to. But 

it is good to know that as and 

when enough funds are in my 

piggy bank, I will be able to 

spend those pennies wisely. 

It does concern me that, like 

most audio magazines, you tend 

to assume that people who want 

quality sound listen mainly to 

classical/opera/jazz. Although 

my musical tastes are varied, 

from Beethoven through Pink 

Floyd and Neil Young to REM, I 

still like the odd bit of Metallica 

Because of this discovery my 

LP12gathered dust for three 

days, but then I played a record. 

This was the second revelation. 

When the needle touched the 

emotion and 

involvement. 

The bigTeacCD player 

offered brilliant clarity, dynamics 

and room-filling projection but 

did so with absolutely no feeling. I 

couldn't believe it. Some major 

questions should be asked about 

where hi-fi is going. 

Andrew Bradbury, Hull. 

to round off a really bad day at 

work. Please try to take all 

musical tastes into account in 

your reviews. 

Mike Newell, Ken/lworth. 

Are you suggesting that Hi-Fi 

Choice isn't very metal? Our 

reviewers are required (on pain of 

muzak) to play Rage Against the 

Machine, Temple of the Dog and 

Meta!!ica's Enter Sandman at 

maximum volume on everything 

they review.jason Kennedy. 
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WHEN digital Compact Disc reached the market over ten years ago 

there were many enthusiasts who felt the med�ium lacked a cenain 

musical involvement. Theta Digital was founded in the heartland of 

America's semiconductor country to put back the attract"ive emotion 

in the music that many found missing from CD player reproduction. 

Each successive generation of Theta products has been recog­

nised by the world press as the most musically involving CD 1·eplay 

system available. Two years on from the acclaimed third gene,·ation 

products Theta feels it is now approaching the true frontier of the 

digital audio signal and have introduced the DS Pro Generation V. 

Generation IV developments were swept along and brought togeth­

er in the radical Generation V converter with Theta's first eve1· fully 

discrete Class-A analogue section and a completely new power sup-

ply. Fo1· those wondering if digital audio has truly arrived in the 

'high end' this is the product to hear. It's "the best Theta we know 

how to build". 

Consider also the DS Pro Prime II: a twin DAC per channel 

converter with the option of balanced working and a programmable 

digital filter section that gives more accurate reconstitution of the 

music signal The signal emerging from the oversampling section is 

phase, time and frequency accurate to preserve the reality of a quality 

stereo recording. The programmable digital filter is one reason behind 

the all-involving, "alive" character to the sound of a Theta pmcessor. 

Enter Cobalt- high-value high-end products fmm Theta Digital. 

The Cobalt 307 digital-to-analogue converter is the fu·st Cobalt prod­

uct and offers unbelievable performance at the price. We feel it make a 

magic combination with the Data Basic transport to provide a true 

state-of-the a1·t, high value combination at under £3000. 

The Theta Cobalt 307 brings a fresh musicality to digital and 

redefines the high-technology value-for-money slot. The matching 

Data Basic drive is based on the superb Philip CDM-9 drive backed 

by proprietary Theta signal processing and ultra-low jitter re-clock­

ing circuits. A new Theta optical link betters the AT&T opti­

cal system (AT&T connectors are still offered for 

compatibility). 

Attracted? Contact Absolute Sounds for 

more information and details of 

dealers where you can hear 

Theta! Attraction in 

action. 

Absolute Sounds Ltd 

5 8  Durham Road 

London 

SW200DE 

Tel 08 I -947 5047 

Fax 081-879 7962 



DON'T MISS NEXT MONTH'S OVERBRIMMING ISSUE OF 

Loudspeakers 
Paul Messenger has been investigating the serious end of the 

speaker market. He's found eight of the best £1,000 

floorstanders, including Rega 's XEL (right), and he's going to 

test the wadding out of them. 

Receivers 
What do you get when you cross an amplifier with a 

tuner? A tunifier! Er no, a receiver. We've been getting 

to grips with four new models for your delectation. 

CD multi players 
Multi-talented, multi-music, multi-players. Non 

stop partying guaranteed. Just read our CD 

multiplayer reviews and set the controls for 

shuffle play. 

Mini Disc take two: 
we look at the 
latest domestic 
player from Sony 
as it attempts to take the 
high ground in the battle for 
digital recording supremacy. 

A cartridge to 
dream about-

we celebrate Ortofon's 75th 

anniversary with a look at a special 

edition cartridge, the MC7500 moving 

coil in a briefcase. It's a snip at £2,000. 

Plus, PS Audio's 
Reference Link 

preamp/DACfrom 
theUS ofA. 

Plus, not content with 
reviews of speakers, 
we're giving£3,000 
worth away in a huge 

Kef competition. 

And that's not all. 
We are also giving away, FREE, a comprehensive 60 page pocket 

guide to the latest loudspeaker stands. 



DOWN 

!.Definitive­
down under (3) 

Best Buy, adding scale and weight to small 
speaker systems at a very reasonable price. '' 

HI-FI CHOICE MARCH 1994 

'' The REL Strata is more than just a big bass box. lt can 
put back what's missing from small speakers and heightens the 
impact of home cinema. * * * * * '' 

WHAT HI-FI FEB. 1994 

'' Try auditioning the Strata with a pair of compact stand 
mounting systems. You'll get the image quality, clarity and the 
mid band and cohesiveness of a compact speaker together 
with the bass end of a really big loudspeaker. '' 

HI-FI WORLD MARCH 1994 

And of the REL Studio, AUDIOPHILE said in March 1994. 

'' The REL Studio, a definitive state of the art sub-woofer. 
A landmark product, build quality is more than good -

it is exceptional. '' 

� R n SUBBASS 
� l:=J W SYSTEMS 
H 

Harman International Industries Ltd., Unit 2, Borehamwood 

Industrial Park, Rowley Lane, Borehamwood, Herts WD6 5PZ 

Tel: 081 207 5050 Fax: 081 207 4572 

DEALERS • ABERDEEN Hi-Fi Excellence 0224 322520 • AYLESBURY Northwood 
Audio 0296 28790 • BATH Paul Green Hi-Fi 0225 316197 • BATH Aadford Hi-Fi 0225 446245 
• BIRMINGHAM Music Matters 021 429 2811 • BRACKNELL B&B Hi-Fi 0344 424556 • 

BRIGHTON Churchers 0273 324616 • BRISTOL "V'' Audio 0272 686005 • BRISTOL Paul 
Roberts Hi-Fi 0272 298114 • BRISTOL Radford Hi-Fi 0272 428247 • BURTON ON TRENT 
Grange Hi-Fi 0283 33655 • BURY ST. EDMUNDS Bury Audio 0284 724337 • CLAPHAM Diva 
071 924 5286 • CROYDON Zebra 081 688 2093 • DONCASTER Hi-Fi Studios 0302 781387 • 

EASTBOURNE Jeftries Hi-Fi 0323 731336 • EDGWARE Musical Images 081 569 5802 • 

EXETER Radford Hi-Fi 0392 218895 • FOLKSTONE V.J. Hi-Fi 0303 256860 • GODSTONE 
Surrey Hi-Fi 0883 744755 • HIGH WYCOMBE B&B Hi-Fi 0494 535910 • HOUNSLOW 
Musical Images 081 952 5535 • IPSWICH Anglian Home Ent. 0473 288211 • LEWISHAM 
Nicholls Hi-Fi 081 852 5780 • LONDON N7 Bartletts Hi-Fi 071 607 2296 • LONDON SW The 
Listening Rooms 071 244 7750 • LONDON W1 Hi-Fi Experience 071 580 3527 • LONDON 
W1 Kamla 071 637 0353 • LONDON W2 Sound Sense 071 402 2100 • LUTON Hobbs 
Components 0582 20907 • MAIDENHEAD B&B Hi-Fi 0628 73420 • NEW ARK Chantry Audio 
0778 70372 • NEWBURY B&B Hi-Fi 0635 32474 • NORWICH Sound Approach 0603 622833 
• Nr. LAUNCESTON Art of Music 0556 86649 • OXFORD Oxford Audio Consultants 0865 
790879 • PETERBOROUGH Hi-Fi Company 0733 892231 • PLYMOUTH Aadford Hi-Fi 0752 
226011 • PLYMOUTH Radford Hi-Fi 0752 226600 • PONDERS END A&W Pounds 081 804 
3000 • PORTSMOUTH JeHries Hi-Fi 0705 663604 • RADLETI Radlett Audio 0923 856497 • 

READING 8&8 Hi-Fi 0734 583730 • SOUTHAMPTON Hamilton Electronics 0703 228622 • 

SWINDON Audio Exchange 0793 539008 • SWINDON Burden Electronics 0793 613733 • 

THURAOCK Twenty 20 A.V. 0708 891818 • TORQUAY Radford Hi-Fi 0803 326723 • 

WARRINGTON Brady's 0925 82009 • WINCHESTER Whitwams 0962 865253 • 

WORCESTER West Midlands Audio 0905 458046 • WORTHING Churchers 0903 230558 • 

The highest fidelity. 
Naturally. 

Immerse yourself in the music. No distractions. 

just pure sound reproduction. 

lt's no coincidence that Sennheiser headphones 

are acclaimed again and again in the hi-li press. 

We set new standards of sound reproduction and 

quality at the leading edge of acoustic technology. 

Supremely comfortable and near-unbreakable, 

the headphones are specially designed for easy 

replacement of parts. 

With accurate. detailed response and rich pure 

tone. recreate the eloquence of the instruments. 

the vitality of the vocals. Whatever your taste 

in music you'll appreciate the transparent 

natural sound quality. balanced by 

a wide dynamic range. 

Now prove it. Try out our 

headphones for yourself. 

You'll be .u ......... u. 

"A detailed a 
headphone able to 
recreate the power and 
depth in music: a rare 
combination of comfort. 
durability and sonic 
excellence." 

HO 340 
"A headphone which 
produces a roomy and 
detailed sound whilst 
incorporating high quality in 
its design making it lightweight 
and comfortable to wear." 

lZi 
Sennheiser UK Ltd. Freepost. Loudwa1er, High Wyt:llmbe 

Buckinghamshire H P1 0 8BR 
Telephone 0628 850811. Fax 0628 850958 



21st Century Fox 
Top U K technology journalist, Barry Fox, looks at a brand new 

method to cut down on CD counterfeiting and catch those 

age-old scallywags -pirates. He also reveals the ASA's 

judgement on Deutsche Grammophon's 4D adverts. 

T 
he Advertising Standards 

Authority has now published its 

judgement on my complaint 

about the Deutsche Grammophon (DG) 

4D advertising for" 21-bi t analogue-<lig­

ital conversion" and "100 per cent 

error-free signal transmission". 

I quote, "While acknowledging that 

there was no agreed standard defini­

tion of true 21-bit conversion within 

the recording industry, it nonetheless 

considered it inappropriate for the 

advertisers to use their own definition 

in the advertisement without a full 

explanation to an informed, but not 

expert, readership. It noted that the 

advertisers would not repeat the adver­

tisement in its current form and that 

they were prepared to seek pre-publi­

cation copy advice from the 

Committee of Advertising Practice". 

DG's Head Office in Hamburg has 

since suggested that as the ASA found a 

divergence of opinion it would be for the 

good of the industry if the Audio 

Engineering Society (AES) gave an opin­

ion. If the AES gets involved then it is 

likely that the people whose opinions 

A disc every five 
seconds from a 

million pound 
Phi lips monoline. 

the ASA first canvassed will be arguing 

over the same ground once again. 

The real sadness of it all is that ifDG's 

parents Polygram and Philips had 

diverted all the time, money and effort 

DG invested in 4D into making DCC a 

commercial success, DCC might now 

be a more firmly established format. 

SID GIVES CD PIRATES THE BOOT 
We all make mistakes. I was dead 

wrong when CD was first launched and 

I said it would kill counterfeiting. In 

those early days the only way to press 

CDs was in a factory, purpose-built for 

the job at a cost of at least 10 million 

pounds. Now anyone can install a 

'monoline' for around just one milliori. 

All the machinery is combined with 

robot handling arms, inside an air­

tight plastic casing small enough to fit 

in a domestic garage. Raw plastic feeds 

in from a hopper at one end, and fin­

ished discs pop out from the other at a 

rate of one every five seconds. 

Most monoline owners are honest. 

But the technology can easily be mis­

used and there is a very real temptation 

to do so. The Federation of the 

Phonographic Industry International 

(!FP!), has now identified 209 CD plants 

around the world, with a combined 

annual production capacity of more 

than two billion CDs-the current level 

of demand for legitimate CDs. Over­

capacity has driven down the cost of 

pressing to under 40 pence a disc. For 

some plants, especially in the Far East, 

large scale piracy looks like the easiest 

way to make money. In 1992 there were 

just three CD plants in mainland China. 

There are now 26. These have a capacity 

to produce over 70 million discs a 

year, but retail sales of CDs in 

China are still under five million. 

Chinese CD copies are shipped to 

Hong Kong and from there to over­

seas markets. One in five CDs sold 

in Hong Kong is counterfeit. 

The !FP! and Philips have now 

come up with a solution. Source 

Identification Code, or SID, puts 

a physical mark on every disc 

legitimately pressed. A unique 

four digit code is allocated to the 

pressing plant, and etched into 

the fixed press moulds (not the 

removable stampers). This 

means it is pressed into every disc 

made. The code is just large 

enough to read with the naked 

eye, and positioned near the hole 

in the centre of the disc so that it 

doesn't interfere with playing. 

Even if pirates find a way of etch­

ing copy codes into their own 

moulds, it won't help them. On 

average, the top 10 CD albums, 

which are the most tempting to copy, 

are pressed by at least six different legit­

imate plants. To match each album to 

its rightful code, the piratewould need 

to buy and etch -laboriously- differ­

ent moulds for each pressing run, at a 

cost of around £55,000 each. 

Customs and Trading Standards offi­

cers can check the SID codes on CDs and 

impound any with the wrong num­

bers. The big question now is, will the 

record companies support SID? If they 

don't, they won't deserve any sympa­

thy if their CDs are pirated. 

Hi-Fi Choice June 1994 33 



I 
t has been a common thread run­

ning through mostAspirations sys­

tems. Nearly every one features 

exotic, desirable and expensive hi-fi, 

often in Homes and Gardens settings. 

Aspirational systems seldom live in 

real-world settings and it's rare to find 

such hi-fi without a scary price-tag. 

This month's system is different. 

Unlike systems costing four figures, 

the centrepiece of Stuart Perry's sys­

tem is a pair of vintage Beam Echo DL7-

on the cheap, don't 
High-end hi-fi can 
the most unusual 
found out when he ta 
lucky owner of a pair of 

35 power amplifiers. These were found 

by chance in a rubbish tip on the site 

of the old De Havilland factory in 

Christchurch, Dorset. 

"They couldn't have been there for 

more than a couple of hours," mused 

Stuart, "as the dew hadn't even settled 

on them. They were waiting to be 

crushed.Solasked theman atthe dump 

if l could buy them. He said that they 

were expensive, and he couldn't let 

them go for less than two-fifty. At first, I 

The Celestion 3000 speaker 
ne of the great speaker projects of the early nineties, the hybrid Celestion 

Jooo speaker, and its brethren, was never destined to be the high-end 

speaker that's all things for all people. A very ambitious design, the 

combination of ribbon tweeter and dynamic drivers in a conventional cabinet was 

unique, as most ribbon units need to sit in flat panels. 

lt had the sort of styling suited to the American high-end components so 

popular at this price level. Finished in black, grey and silver, it appealed to all 

things eighties; a big, shiny cabinet,looking vaguely Bauhaus in its simplicity of 

design, although some people were less than impressed by the sci-fi styling. 

However, it was not to be. The loudspeaker was launched onto a market reeling 

from the deepest world-wide recession since the thirties. No matter how good the 

reviews were-and some of the reviews were very good indeed-the design 

could not shake the love/hate relationship it provoked in people. Although some 

-like Stuart Perry-found it open and free from artificiality, many others found 

the treble too bright and the lack of integration between treble and bass hard to 
get along with. 

Additionally, the listening position was vital. The ribbon tweeter is so readily 

affected by positioning that Celestion introduced an adjustable stand, that could 
raise or lower the listening axis. Sadly, this Mkll stand was too little, and too late 

for the Celestion ribbon hybrid. 

Although the Celestion 3000 is gone, it is far from forgotten. Some dealers still 

have supplies of the speaker, at ridiculously cheap prices, and for some listeners 

it is still the only speaker around. 
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thought he meant £250, but then he 

added that he wanted a fiver forthepair. 

"I couldn't believe it, a pair of valve 

amplifiers for £5! I had always wanted 

a to try a valve amplifier and I have got 

a pair of rather weary Quad II power 

amplifiers in my office, but they need 

a lotofwork andisimply don'thavethe 

time anymore." 

Trained as an electronic engineer, 

working for over 12years with a well­

respected transformer manufac­

turer, Stuart recently hung up his 

soldering iron to work as a free­

lance public relations/market­

ing consultant. His love of 

hi-fi started at a far earlier 

age, however. even build­

ing the obligatory 

Sinclair amplifier in 

the seventies. 

During this time, 

Stuart also devel­

oped a fine collection 

of LPs, from groups like 

The Incredible String Band 

and Blodwyn Pig. In fact, the 

Rockwell-esque It's a Beautiful Day 

cover left our photographer dewy-eyed 

in remembrance of things past. 

As with many enthusiasts in the 

eighties, Stuart put aside his 

record collection and Jet 

his Source Odyssey 

turntable, with 

Alphason Delta arm 

and Linn K9 car-

tridge, lie fallow. 

His digital front end 

began to grow, until 



I 

Stuart finally settled on a Marantz CD-

85 acting as transport to a Maran tz CDA-

94 digital-to-analogue converter. 
However. when he needed to raise 

some money for his fledgling business. 
Stuart turned to his CD collection, sell­
ing some 300 discs to buy a computer. 
Having been forced to listen to his LP 
collection again, his old passion for hi­
fi began to rekindle. 

Around this time, Stuartwas using a 
Marantz PM-64 amplifier in to a pair of 
Monitor Audio 852 Gold loudspeakers, 
but the speakers were soon repla.ced by 
a pair of Celestion 3000s. Stuart was so 
impressed by the sound of these hybrid 
speakers that he couldn't even wait for 
a pair to run-in, so he bought the shop's 
demonstration models. Then came 
that fateful day at the local 
dump ... 

It's rare to find a pair of 

thirty-something amplifiers in such 
good condition that they don't need 
much restoration. Given that these 
amplifiers were thrown away, you 
would expect them to need a com­
plete overhaul at the very least. 
However, the build quality of the orig­
inal Beam Echo was so solid that next 
to nothing needed to be repaired, 
either internally or externally. 

Stuart approached the amplifiers 
with caution. An inspection was made 
to check the amps for damage. This first 
pass showed nothing fundamentally 
wrong with either power amplifier. so 
instead of using new components 

throughout, Stuart 
decided to 

take the plunge, re-valve the amplifiers 
and fire them up. 

Fortunately, the only immediate 
problem was that one amplifier kept 
burning valves at an alarming rate. A 
quick phone-call to a rebuild expert, 
Peter Lindley, was in order. He sug­
gested that the cathode resistors were 
blown and should be replaced. 

These resistors control the cathode 
bias of the tubes, and if they are not 
functioning, the valve is behaving 
more like a light bulb than a valve. 
More calls to experts followed, to find 
a circuit layout, until a late-nigbt fax 
from Mike Pointer of Station Sounds 
solved the problem, courtesy of Audio 
Note's Peter Qvortrup. 

Peter also suggested replacing all the 
electrolytic capacitors, which are like­

ly to have faded away over the 

DIY, care 
of the 

dustbin. A 
satisfying system, 

hand-crafted and 
cheap. 



BOSE® Lifestyle® music systems 

Spend one minute to have music for a lifetime! 
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Now is the time for change: 
Lifelike sound. 
Elegance. Simplicity. 

Fill your home with music instead of bulky, complicated 

components. Listen to stereo throughout your listening area. 

Born from a new 
system technology. 

Enjoy lifelike sound at any volume level. Use it as easily as 

your telephone. 

Control your entire music system from anywhere in your 

home - even through walls! 

Now 
you can get 

Choose a revolutionary new Lifestyle® music system -and 

GET MORE! 

GET 
MORE ... 
from your music system! 

an award winning 
music system! 

Ask for a demonstration! 

"The sound is incredible, the illusion compelling and the 
design is seriously sleek. Irresistible." Arena 

"The Bose Lifestyle ModellO is light years ahead." What Hi-Fi 

"I am greatly impressed by the Bose Lifestyle music system. 
The sound of individual instruments is as true a reproduction 
as you can hear. The speakers have great clarity yet are warm 
at the same time. What's more it is certainly excellent value 
for money.'' Julian Lloyd Webber, Cellist 
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r e p l a c e m e n t  

electrolytics. 

began to use the amplifiers 

more or less as he found them 

but with the new cathode resistors 

and a new set of Chelmer valves and 

with his CD player direct into the 

power amplifiers. Later, a Yamaha CS 

preamplifier was drafted into the sys­

tem, to allow source switching and to 

phono stage. 

Although I'm sure that the reliability 

Sensible tips for second hand amps 
uying a second-hand valve amplifier may seem like the answer to every audiophile's dreams. But 

unless you are very careful, powering up an old amplifier can be a recipe for disaster. An amplifier 

facing impending doom could constitute a fire risk and could even electrocute you. 
With some caution, you can prevent any such catastrophes. The first and most logical step is to make 

sure that you listen to the amplifier before you part with any cash. Try switching it on and off gently a couple 

of times, with the gain turned down, observing how it behaves. A few pops and bangs through the speakers 

are to be expected, but if it sounds like the 1812 Overture, with added smoke effects, give it a wide berth. 

If this is not possible, say you found your classic Radford STA 15 at a car boot sale, or in the back of a skip, 

then you have to be diligent when you power it up. The most important rule is NEVER PLUG IN THE 

AMPLIFIER UNTIL YOU ARE ABSOLUTEL V SURE lrS SAFE TO DO SO. Check the wiring for shorting, loose or 

broken wires, especially the ones that touch the casework. Remember; if in doubt, don't! If you are not 

confident in your abilities, do not attempt to power the amplifier up until it has been checked by a repairman. 

In addition to checking the components and wiring, check out the transfomers and general appearance of 

the casework. A few spots of rust are okay, but if the amplifier looks like the inside of an oven, then leave well 

alone. Signs of excessive heat or burning are a very bad sign and usually indicate massive restoration bills. 

lt may seem obvious, but don't overlook the valves when you are updating an amplifier. Aside from 

broken or missing valves, make sure that all the valves are working properly and that the correct valves 

are in the correct positions.lt's quite easy to put input and driver valves in the wrong positions, or to fit 

one incorrectly. If in doubt, change any valves that are questionable. 

The ideal way to switch on an amplifier is to beg, borrow or steal what is known as a variac, which allows 

you to gradually increase the power to the amplifier. This will prevent components from self-destructing if 

they have been unused for many years. Hook up the amplifier to a pair of loudspeakers, but with no sources 

connected; slowly bring the voltage up to 24ov and leave it there for some time. This is known as soak testing 

and, if an amplifier can survive a few days of soaking, it will generally operate perfectly in normal use. 

Start running the amplifier at toov and slowly bring the voltage up to 240v over five or six hours. This 

prevents waking the capacitors prematurely- something that has potentially lethal consequences. 

Beware of the big hum, which is a sure sign of failing signal capacitors. 

If you feel confident in the ways of the electron, it may be worth replacing some of the other 

components in the amplifier. With the exception of any physically damaged components, its often best 

to leave the amplifier extant. If every other component is 40 years old, changing one component alone is 

likely to put undue strain on the entire chain. 

If you are going to start upgrading components, start with the the electrolytic and signal capacitors as 

Stuart Perry did, then look at the switching, the wiring loom and finally the remaining components step 

by step. You may find the 'flavour of the month' components, such as Holco resistors orWondercap 

capacitors, don't sound as good as well executed versions of traditional components. 

How to make your system 
glow without a bang; 

take great care with any 
second-hand power 

amplifiers, like Stuart 
Perry's Beam Echo 

DL7-35 (left), you may 
be lucky enough to 

stumble across. 

and sound quality of 

the amplifiers could 

be improved with the 

new caps, the system 

sounds far from compro­

mised as it stands. 

Unfortunately, at the moment 

the system lacks many of the fineries 

of current hi-fi systems; it's either 

placed on a coffee table or on the floor, 

while all the cables are rather perfunc­

tory. Stuart's fully aware of this, how­

ever, and is in the process of slowly but 

surely upgrading his system. 

On the day we arrived, for example, 

he was busy fitting a newOrtofon MC15 

Super II cartridge, to replace the LinnK9, 

which he felt was too bright. 

In the future, Stuart plans to add a 

separate phono stage but, in the 

meantime, he is intent on building 

his own disc preamp, with a single 

switch to select between LP and CD. 

He is also planning to change the 

cables, although equipment tables 

remain a no-no, sacrificed for domes­

tic harmony. 

Sonically, however, the system 

appears well-matched, sounding exact­

ly as you would expect with a pair of 

Celestion 3000 loudspeakers. It has the 

typically open, if a little tl1in, mid band 

and treble allied to a deep, powerful 

and tight bass. It's severely hampered 

by the preamplifier, however, as the CD 

player used directly into the power 

amplifiers is considerably more open 

and alive than when distilled through 

the Yamaha preamp. 

Stuart is more than happy with his 

system and he plans to stay that way. 

Because of this, he has bought an elder­

ly Marantz system with a pair of 

Mission speakers for the rest of the 

family to use. 

This somewhat uncompromising 

stance towards hi·fi doesn't belong 

only to the extreme high-end. Stuart's 

system isn't one that has followed the 

trends of the last few years, but it has 

grown over the years with care, atten­

tion to detail, a genuine interest in hi­

fi and with more than a little help from 

the local rubbish tip. 
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GET 40% OFF WHEN YOU SUBSCRIBE TO 
HI-FI CHOICE AND CLAIM YOUR FREE SWEATSHIRT 
Why pay £2.95 for your copy of Hi-Fi 
Choice each month when you could 
pay as little as £1.78? By taking out 
a one year subscription to Hi-Fi 
Choice you will get 29% off the 
cover price, and if you subscribe 
for 2 years, you will save a 
staggering 4()0/o 

Hi-Fi Choice is your only choice. Its 

rigorous blind test proceedures are 

both revered and feared by hi-fi 

manufacturers everywhere. And no 

other hi-fi guide contains as many pages 

of invaluable hints, tips - and buying 

advice too. That's why it's such an essential 

read when the time comes for replacing, 

upgrading or expanding your hi-fi system. 

And we'll not only give you up to a stagger­
ing 40% discount, we'll also send you a 

FREE Hi-Fi Choice sweatshirt. 

If you subscribe to Hi-Fi Choice TODAY 
we'll send you a free Hi-Fi Choice 
sweatshirt. This tasteful garment is 
worth £15 and is supplied in extra 
large -it's what the serious hi-fi 

buyer around town is wearing this 
season! 

Subscribe to Hi-Fi Choice and you'll: 
• Have Hi-Fi Choice delivered to 

your door every month 

• Get up to a 40% off the 
normal price 

PAY Tll EASY WAY & PAY LESS! • Receive a FREE Hi-Fi Choice 
designer sweatshirt 

Reading the number 1 magazine will make sure you're 
kept up to date with what's happening and a subscription 
will save you money -you can save up to 40% of the 
normal price whan you subscribe, and your copy will be 

delivered right to your door. 

Paying tor your subscription by 
direct debit Is tile hassle free 

way. For a limited period any 
subscriber wllo pays by direct 
debit gets £2 off tile normal 
subscription price. 

• Get to impress your friends 
with your vast and up to the 
minute knowlege 

THIS OFFER WON'T HE REPEATED, SO SUBSCRIBE NOW! 
PHONE OUR CREDIT CARD HOTLINE ON 0858 468888 

YES, I'D LIKE TO SUBSCRIBE TO HI-FI CHOICE 
Please start my subscription from the next available issue 
2 years (£1.78 an issue) 0 UK £42.50 0 Euro £68.00 0 World £89.50 

1 year (£2.08 an issue) 0 UK £25.00 0 Euro £39.00 0 World £51.50 

1 year (1.92 an issue) 0 UK £23.00- payment by direct debit (UK only) 

0 I am an existing subscriber so please extend my current subscription 

Please indicate your preferred method of payment: 
0 0 I WOULD LIKE TO PAY BY DIRECT DEBIT AND SAVE A FURTHER £2 

Instructions to your bank to make payment from your account. 
(please complete parts (i) and (ii) below) 

(i) Your bank details: Bank's name __________ _ 

Bank's address 

Postcode 

Account number 1_1_1_1_1_1_1_1_1_1 

Bank sort code I I 1 1  I 1 1  I I 

Name of account holder 

(ii) Your instructions to your bank and your signature 
• VWe instruct you to pay direct debits from my/our accotKI! at the request of Dermis Publishing Ltd 

• The amounts are variable and may be debited on various dates. 

• VWe t.rlderstand that Dennis Publishing Ltd may change the amounts and dates onty after gMng prio( noeice. 

•VWe will inform the bank in writing if VWe wish to cancel !his Instruction. 

•lf anydirectdebitis pai<lwhich breaks thetermsoflheseinstructklnsthebank willmak.eafull refund. 

Your signature(s) 

"'Da""te'----________ Originator's identification no. 724680 
NB. Banks may refuse to accept instructions from some types of account. No acknowledgement reQuired 

f) 0 I ENCLOSE A CHEQUE/POSTAL ORDER FOR£ _____ _ 

made payable to Oennis Publishing Ltd. - Hi-Fi Choice 

Q 0 PLEASE CHARGE MY 0 Visa 0 Access I Mastercard 

Card number l_l_l_l_l l_l_l_l_l l_l_l_l_ll_l_l_l_l 

Expiry date 1_1_11_1_1 Date. __________ _ 

Si nature 

Mr/Ms Surname Initials 

Company/home address 

Postcode 

Home/business tel: 

0 Please tick here if you do oot wish to receive details of further special offers or new products. 

Post to· 

Hi·FiCOOiceSubscfiptions, 

FREEPOST W07, 



Buying hi·fi should be fun, we guarantee to make it so. Listen to a well chosen 
selection of quality hi·fi equipment in our comfortable and relaxed listening 
room. Bring along your own records or CDs, we'll provide the coffee, and hear 
the difference we can make to your enjoyment of music. 

NAIM's excellent new CD3 CD Player now on demonstration 

ARCAM, EPOS, HEYBROOK, MICROMEGA, NAIM, NAKAMICHI, NEAT, 
REGA, ROKSAN, ROTEL, ROYD, TEAC and YAMAHA 

9 High Street, Hampton Wick, Kingston upon Thames, Surrey KTl 4DA 
Telephone: 081·943 3530. Open: Tues · Fri l 0 . 30am · 7pm, Saturday lOam ·6pm. 

• MERIDIAN • ROKSAN • PINK TRIANGLE • NA K AMICHI • MISSION • 
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WE STOCK THE FULL RANGE OF MICHELL 

ELECTRONICS plus most of the other 

equipment reviewed in Hi Fi Choice. 

Some of our favourites: Audio Lab, Pink b., 
Roksan, Systym, LFD, and Musical Fidelity 

Kingsway Studios 
Kingsway North 

Wanington 
Cheshire 

(0925) 828009 
Open siK days 

Fax: (0925) 825773 

401 Smithdown Road 
Uverpool l 1 5 3JJ 

Merseyside 
(051) 733 6859 

Closed on 
Wednesday 

14/18 Monmouth Street 
Coven! Garden 

London WC2H 9HB 
(071) 379 4010 
(071) 497 1346 

Closed Sunday and Monday 
Fax: (071} 4979205 

The Forge Cottage 
19 Crossgate 

Otley, Leeds, West Yor1<s 
LS21 1AA 

(0943) 467689 
Closed Sunday 

and Monday 
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• TARGET • EPOS • NAD • MARANTZ • HEYBROOK • CASTLE • ROYD • 

These Musical Fidelity 
stockists cater for those 

obsessed with quality. 
Aberdeen 
HiFi Excellence 0224 322520. 

Alderley Edge 
Aston Audio 0625 5834 72. 
Ban bury 
PJ HiFi Centre 0295 263222. 
Barrow in Furness 
HiF1 Centre 0229 838757. 
Bath 
Paul Green HiFi 0225 316197. 
Belfast 
Zeus Audio 0232 332522. 
Biggleswade 
Sound Deals 0767 312249. 
Birmingham 
Music Matters 021 429 2811. 
Blackburn 
Romers HiFi Centre 0254 887799. 
Blackpool 
Norman Audio 0253 295661. 
Bournemouth 
Movement Audio 0202 529988. 
Brighton 
Powerplant 0273 775978. 
Sevenoaks HiFi 0273 733338. 
Bristol 
Radford HiFi 0272 428248. 
Bury St Edmunds 
Bury Audio 0284 724337. 
Cambome 
RJF Audio Visual 0209 612260. 
Cambridge 
University Audio 0223 354237. 
Canterbury 
Canterbury HiFi 0227 765315. 
Castleford 
Eric Wiley 0977 556774. 
Chatham 
Sevenoaks H1F1 0634 846859. 
Chesterfield 
Audioscene 0246 204005. 
Cleveland 
Action AcoustiCS 0642 480723. 
Congleton 
Peter Martin HiFi Showroom 0260 280017. 
Coventry 
Frank Harvey 0203 525200. 
Crewe 
Norman Audio 0270 211091. 
Derby 
Active Audio 0332 380385. 
Dublin 
Ceol Products Ltd 010 3531 975 984. 
Eastbourne 
Eastbourne Audoo 0323 725828. 
Edinburgh 
HiFi Corner 031 556 7901. 
HiFi Corner 031 220 1535. 
In HiFi 031 225 8854. 
Enfield 
Sevenoaks HiFi 081 342 1973. 
Exeter 
Radford HiFi 0392 218895. 
Falkirk 
HiFi Corner 0324 29011. 
Folkestone 
VJ HiFi 0303 256860. 
Glasgow 
HiFi Corner 041 248 2840. 
HiFi Corner- Select 041 226 4268. 
James Kerr 041 332 0988. 
Gods tone 
Surrey HiFi 0883 744 755. 
Grantham 
The Musoc Box 04 76 72151. 
Great Yarmouth 
Hughes TV & Audio 0493 656381 . 
Grimsby 
Manders 04 72 351391. 
Guildford 
PJ HiFi 0483 504801. 
Sevenoaks HiFi 0483 36666. 
Harrow 
Harrow Audio 081 863 0938. 
Harrogate 
Harrogate HiFi 0423 50427 4. 
Hastings 
Citysound 0424 429991. 
Huddersfield 
Huddersfield HiFi 0484 544668. 
Isle of Man 
Island Compact Disc 0624 815521. 
Isle of Wight 
Island Photo & HiFi Centre 0983 615300. 
Leeds 
Audio Projects 0532 304565 . 

Leek 
Peter Martins 0538 383780. 
Leicester 
Leocester HiFi 0533 539753. 
Liss 
Audoo Gallery 0730 895194. 
Liverpool 
Doug Brady HiFi 051 733 6859. 
London 
Audio Concept. W5. 081 567 8703. 
Jol1n Lewis PLC. Wl. 071 629 7711. 
HiFi Confidential, SW1W. 071 233 0774. 
HiFi Experience. W1. 071 580 3535. 
KJ Leisuresound. W1. 071 486 8262. 
Listening Rooms. SW5. 071 244 7750. 
Martons of Chelsea 071 730 624 7. 
Robert Taussig. W9. 071 286 1728. 
Sevenoaks HiFi. Woolwoch 081 855 8016. 
Sound Sense, W2. 071 402 2100. 
Wolfred AUdiO, E10. 081 539 3707. 
Margate 
VJ HiFi 0843 226977. 
Newark 
Peter Ellis HiFi 0636 704571. 
New Maiden 
Unilet Sound & Vision 081 942 9567 
Northampton 
ClassiC HiFi & Video 0536 515 766. 
Rapkins 0604 37515. 
Northwood 
Northwood Audio 0923 820877. 
Nottingham 
Nottingham HiFi Centre 0602 786919. 
Oxford 
Audio T 0865 65961. 
Oxford Audio 0865 790879. 
Plymouth 
HiFi Attic 0752 669511. 
Poole 
Movement Audio 0202 730865. 
Preston 
Norman Audio 0772 253057. 
Radlett 
Radlett Audio 0923 856497. 
Reading 
Reading HiFi 0734 585463. 
Richmond 
Riversode HiFi 081 892 7613. 
Rotherham 
Moorgate Acoustics 0709 370666. 
Salisbury 
Salisbury HiFi 0722 322179. 
Scarborough 
Scarborough HiFi 0723 37 454 7. 
Sevenoaks 
Sevenoaks HiFi 0732 459555. 
Sheffield 
Moorgate Acoustics 0742 756048. 
Shrewsbury 
Shropshire HiFi 0743 232317. 
StAibans 
Darby"s TV HoF1 0727 851596. 
Stevenage 
Sound Deals 0438 369999. 
Stoke-on-Trent 
Active Audio 0782 214994. 
Stratford upon Avon 
Stratford HiFi 0789 414533. 
Sutton Coldfield 
Amadeus Sound & Vision 021 354 2311. 
Tamworth 
Active Audio 0827 53355. 
Torquay 
Chelston HiFi 0803 606863. 
Tunbridge Wells 
Sevenoaks HiFi 0892 531543 . 
Walsall 
Sound Academy 0922 473499. 
Warrington 
Doug Brady HiFi 0925 828009. 
West Yorkshire 
Doug Brady 0943 4·67689. 
Weymouth 
Weymouth H1F1 0305 785729. 
Wilmslow 
Swifts of Wilmslow 0625 526213. 
Winchester 
County Music 0962 856161. 
Witham 
Sevenoaks HiFi 0376 501733. 
Worthing 
Phase 3 HiFi 0903 245577. 
Wrexham 
Acton Gate Audio 0978 364500. 
York 
Audio Clinic 0904 646 309. 

MUSICAL FIDELITY 



A1000. ONLY IF YOU'RE OBSESSED WITH QUALITY. 

When you listen to the AlOOO Class A Super Pre-Main Amplifier with outboard power supply you'll know why hearing is believing. 

MUSICAL FIDELITY 

Musical Fidelity, 15/16 Olympic Trading Estate, Fulton Road, Wembley HA9 OTF. Telephone 081·900 2866 



On test: 

There are hi-fi systems and there are 
hi-fi systems.Alvin Gold introduces a 
few variations on the theme for thoseof 
you with £1,000 burning a hole in the 
bottom of your pockets. 

T 
he premise on which this six system 

test is based is simple. You have 

around £1,000 to spend (trust me), 

and you're attracted by the idea of buying a 

hi-fi system, perhaps to replace a dusty old 

relic. You want something that makes 

decent music, but you would prefer to avoid 

the gadget-ridden gear that seems to fill 

your local hi-fi/computerfcamera/ 

dishwasher sales emporium. 

From this point on, it's choices all the 

way. Should you buy separates? What about 

a midi or mini system? They can't all be 

gadget-ridden, can they? Alternatively, 

what about one of those recently-fangled 

lifestyle systems? 

Hold on there, what's a lifestyle system? 

The phrase is widely bandied around, but 

THE CAST LIST 

LlfE.�JY�� SY$TE.IVI� ... 
KE.NV'JO()[) IIIJ�11JOIJ £1,0()0.0() 
NIA�ANJZ.SLIM .�ERIES_1020 £999�9() 
ONKYO LIVERPOOL 
$ERIE$ L�901J £1,199.95 

COMPONENT HI-FI SYSTEMS .... ... .. ... ........... .. .. ... .. . . . . ..... ...... .. .. .. . ... .. .. 

£999.96 ... . . ... . . .......... 
DENON PMA-450, DRS-610, 
Tl/�51JO, . P�IJ� 12.91J 
PIONEER A-300X, CT-5320, 
F�5()2RIJ$, . f'D�$1J02. ... .. ......... EJ ,030�0(). 
TECHNICS SU-AlOO, RS-BX646, 
ST�GT5!j0,. $kf'S]IfOA .. .... .. ....... £919.�(). 

it's meaning has become obscured by the 

glossy advertising from the likes ofBang & 
Olufsen. For many people it therefore 

means equipment that looks like anything 

other than what it is (if it looks like an exotic 

ornament, it must be hi-fi, right?), that costs 

the earth, and that makes your hair stream 

backwards as you listen to Beethoven's Ninth 
in your stripped pine and glass Docklands 

pied-a-terre. 

Well, lifestyle needn't be like that. It 

should mean nothing more nor less than 

audio equipment that is fit to be seen in 

mixed company. It might even have started 

out in life as a mini, midi or component 
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system. Most of us don't want button 

festooned monstrosities. We prefer 

something with a little style, even panache, 

which is still recognisably audio equipment. 

We do not want something that didn't quite 

make it onto the last shuttle launch, which 

requires a BSc to operate, and which has 

masses of unnecessary and impenetrable 

features. Surely this isn't too much to ask? 

As well as being a good definition of 

lifestyle audio, this is also quite a good 

starting off point for component high­

fidelity systems. There was a time when 

specialist hi-fi looked dauntingly technical, 

but it's now possible to buy well-dressed, 

well-€ngineered equipment that can really 

perform as well. 

For the purposes of this test, we have 

taken a handful of lifestyle systems and 

another handful of component hi-fi 

systems, and compared them, one system 

against each other, and one type of system 

against each other. Because one of the tests 

of whether a system is to be taken seriously 

is whether it can be purchased without 

speakers, we have concentrated on the 

electronics, just specifying systems with an 

amplifier, CD player, cassette deck and 

tuner and nothing more. 

Speakers are an obvious �ource of gross 

variation between systems, and by leaving 

them out of the equation, we have done a lot 

to ensure a level playing field. Almost as a 

matter of definition, the better systems will 

be suitable for use with a wide variety of 

loudspeakers. These can then be chosen on 

more sensible grounds than whether they 

have the same makers' name on the back 

panel as the rest of the system. You wouldn't 

think twice about choosing a vacuum 

cleaner from maker A and a microwave 

from maker B, and this is how it is, or should 

be, witl1 audio systems and speakers too. 

The criteria for this test is that the 

electronics should cost around £1,000-
enough to buy a good system without 

straying into the realm of the exotica. 

Sensible speakers to accompany these 

separates could cost as little as £150-£200 for 

a smallish stand or shelf-mounting design, 

and as much as £700 or so for a 

floorstanding monolitl1 with the capability 

of rocking tl1e floorboards -or at least 

trembling your trousers a little when you 

stick on Metallica's Enter Sandman and 

turn the volume up to eleven. 

How the tests 
were done 
The six tests were conducted using a 'worse 
case' scenario. That is, we used the most 
exacting and capable loudspeakers that may 
be chosen for use with any of the systems. 

There's no one uniquely suitable 
loudspeaker for this role, so not too much 
should be read into the eventual choice, but 
for t he record we chose the Mission 753, a 
well known and respected floorstanding 
column loudspeaker that is renowned for 
being equipment fussy.lt can sound like a 
dog's dinner unless the system used to drive 
it is of very good quality. 

Each system was run in, and then 
auditioned back to back with one system 
chosen from the six. The yardstick system 
selected was the one from Technics. This 
fulfilled the necessary minimum requirement 
of being reasonably capable in all areas. The 
tuners were connected to the down lead from 
a high quality aerial, and the cassette decks 
were tested mainly by comparing recordings 
from CD using Type 11 and IV (chrome bias and 
metal tape respectively) with the originals. 

Informal comparisons were also made 
with a much more costly and exotic system 
which was running in another room. 

Choosing the right 
loudspeakers 
Assessing the systems without speakers is 
more than simply an attempt to ensure a 
level playing field while testing. There are 
many makers of good electronics, and the 
same applies to loudspeakers, but few have 
the skills necessary to do a really good job in 
both. But it goes further than this. 

One of the main reasons for choosing a 
good audio system is that it will allow you a 
free choice of speakers, which can then be 
upgraded to meet changing circumstances. it 
may be that the system you choose is 
perfectly adequate with small bookshelf 
speakers, but what happens when the 
divorce comes through, you develop a taste 
for Mahler and you find your equipment no 
longer meets your needs? 

Having chosen your system, the 
loudspeakers you buy should ideally be 
determined by your needs and the space 
available. The problem is that there are no 
rules, which is one reason so many 
loudspeakers are available at just about all 
price points. A practical suggestion is to 
audition a number of models at the dealer 
who supplies the electronics, and then 
arrange to try one or more from the top of 
your shortlist in your own system, perhaps 
over a weekend. 
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DEN ON SYSTEM 

I 
f one product in this system sticks out, it 
is the PMA-450. This amplifier has 
something of the honed simplicity of 
the Pioneer A-300X (see Pioneer 

system), but it adds a pair of relay controlled 
loudspeaker circuits and a head phone 
socket. The amp is equipped with three line 
inputs, two tape circuits and a moving 
magnet phono input. 

The PMA-450 is one beneficiary of a 
Denon policy which has the catchy title of 
global localisation. This means that it allows 
local markets to design their own key 
products. The end result here is an amplifier 
without the usual plethora of circuit boards 
to suit the variety of version numbers and 
specification levels normally required to 
satisfy world markets. 

Instead, this is a one board amp which 

Top drawer 

T 
he increasingly 

androgynous nature of high­

fidelity is boosted by the 

DRS-610 cassette deck, which 

eschews the door flap loading of 

other decks in favour of a drawer 

loading mechanism. The technical 

advantages are (1) improved 

isolation from acoustic feedback, 

and (2) the transport offers better 

tape to head contact and reduced 

azimuth errors due to the effect of 

gravity on the loading of the 

bearings; The marketing effects 

are equally profound. Using the 

transport in the horizontal plane 

allows the deck to be made 

shallower than usual. 

features short, symmetrical signal paths. lt 
also uses the best possible components the 
budget allows. The shopping list includes a 
toroidal transformer (bettered only by 
Technics' R-Core transformer), UKsourced 
Ansar and Cera fin capacitors, and an ALPs 
volume control. 

The amp is capable of a large short term 
current output and a full6o watts per channel 
into Soh m loads, with considerable peak 
abilities beyond that. Which means it should 
be able to cope with just about anything at 
almost any volume level, if you are using 
reasonably sensitive loudspeakers. 

The DCD-1290 CD player sticks with multi­
bit conversion, which makes it deeply 
unfashionable in some quarters, but as just 
about every high-end player and converter 
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around is multi-bit, the Denon is in elevated 
company. Electrical, as well as the usual 
optical digital outputs, are available. 

This year's tuner story is definitely Radio 
Data System (RDS), which is popping up 
almost everywhere. The slim line TU-5BoRD 
has 30 presets and IF bandwidth switching. 
The RDS decoder's party tricks include being 
able to search for a station broadcasting an 
RDS signal, and searching for any particular 
type of programming. 

Apart from the horizontal loading 
mechanism (described separately), the DRS-
610 cassette deck is a fairly conventional 
two-headed beast, without tape set-up 
routines or other sexy gadgets. There is a 
fine bias control and Dol by Band C noise 
reduction, plus HX Pro, alongside a variable 
level head phone socket. 

The only remaining claim to fame is a real 
time tape counter, made necessary because 
the tape is invisible once loaded. 

EASE OF USE 
A few operating problems arose,largely 
caused by inconsistencies between 
components. The CD player hides the less 
important controls away, but the cassette 
decks keeps them on show; the tuner 
consigns them to the remote control, and the 
amplifier doesn't have any. 

The tuner has a neat dot matrix display to 
cope with the RDS alpha-numerics, while the 
CD player and cassette deck are saddled 
with inferior and excessively bright 
fluorescent readouts. The tuner and CD 
player have remote controls; the amp and 
cassette deck don't. 

Finally, there is the question of the 
Denon's lack of style. Every simple 
component looks awkward and somehow 
overdressed. There are too many horizontal 
feature lines and too many messy details. No 
one can have looked at how the components 
would stack together, which is probably the 
reason for the different component depths. 

SOUND QUALITY 
The first piece of music I played seemed to 
threaten to take up residence in the listening 
room after it rolled out of the loudspeakers. 
This system has a tactile quality that was a 
step and three-quarters above the others, 
and it happened time and time again with all 
musical genres. As long as the recording had 
something useful to say, the Denon found a 
way of ramming it home. 

The amplifier is the stand out component 
by a mile. First and foremost, it is 
tremendously powerful, not just on paper, 
but also in practice. lt gripped the Mission's 
voice coils like a vice, and kept the sound 
under absolute control as the music 
changed, at low and high volumes alike. 

None of the competing amplifiers had 
trouble controlling the Mission 753, which is 

not a particularly difficult loudspeaker 
electrically (though it is a revealing one), but 
nor did any have the born again positivity of 
the Denon, which just went for it, time after 
time. Dynamics were more telling than with 
the others, and the wealth of detail extracted 
from known recordings surprised me on 
more than one occasion. 

The treble can sound a little rough, 
especially compared to the silky Technics, 
and there was a lack of transparency, almost 
as though the music was being squeezed out 
between the resisting output transistors. 
Orchestral strings were not always well 
served, but brass sections had a pleasing 
ability to cut through other sounds without 
sounding aggressive or pushy. In fact, the 
combination of the Denon and the Mission 
753 test loudspeaker is capable of 
remarkable results, but it is not one I'd wish 
to live with long term. 

The other components worked well 
enough not to spoil the ship, though none 
was quite as exciting as the amplifier. I 
enjoyed the consistency and dynamic 
quality of the CD player, though the slightly 
edge-of-the-seat feel is something that most 
of the Denon's one-bit rivals have overcome. 

The cassette deck was exceptional good 
with Type 11 tapes, but appeared to 
underbias metal tapes, and sounded slightly 
opaque with Dol by C. The tuner was the best 
of the sources, with much of the brassy elan 
of the amplifier itself, and no obvious 
negatives to weigh into the equation. 

CONCLUSION 
When it came to making the most of the 
music, the Den on package really did pull the 
rabbit from the hat. 

Auditioned alongside the Technics and 
the Pioneer systems, it was soon apparent 
that although it couldn't match their 
smoothness and sophistication, a comment 
especially true of the Technics, the Den on 
system managed to bring tremendous 
vitality and life to the proceedings. 

Hoyden Laboratories Ltd, Chiltern Hill, 
Chalfont St Peter, Bucks SL9 9UG. 
m (0753) 880109 

Verdict 
0 Lively, engaging and powerful 

system, with the accent on all three; 
CD player and tuner are excellent; 
cassette deck only average. 

0 Functional budget looks; 
ergonomics an inconsistent muddle. 

Still but who cares? 

Performance ••••o 

Value for money ••••o 
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KENWOOD HD-10005YSTEM 

T 
he HD-1000 appears to be a true mini 
system, as distinct from a collection 
of separates. This says absolutely 
nothing about the way the 

components work towards a common 
musical goal, but it does have a number of 
implications about the system's presentation. 

The units are all27cm in width, and have a 
depth of32cm, allowing them to be placed in 
a single, vertical stack or two shorter stacks 
side by side. Ribbon connectors distribute 
commands from the system remote control, 
which allows all key functions to be operated 
from the comfort of your armchair. 

From this point on, the HD-1000 system 
has little in common with other minis. The 
cassette deck has only a single transport 
mechanism, and there is no system timer or 
timer stand by function (the only omission I 

Very metal 

T 
he emphasis on classic 

engineering virtues can be 

seen in the use of heavy 

s mm plate metal facias and is also 

mirrored by thicker than usual 

structural components and panels. 

Considerable thought has gone 

into the way the HD- woo operates 

as a system, which meant using a 

buffer amp to ensure a low output 

impedance from the CD player. 

The amplifier, however, is the 

highlight. lt features short signal 

paths, a careful choice of key 

components and PC board material 

(glass epoxy instead of the usual 

compressed paper), and a toroidal 

mains transformer - unshielded 

after listening tests proved its 

superiority. 

regretted), no DSP or 'character' modes, no 
gr.aphic equalisers (though you can add one 
as an accessory-my helpful hint is don't), 
no pseudo or other surround sound 
circuitry, no multiple speaker connections 
and none of the other usual extras to entice 
would-be buyers. 

Even the signal connections are straight 
phonos so that the equipment can be freely 
mixed with other hi-fi components. That 
said, only one mains lead is needed as the 
units can be daisy-chained using mains 
sockets on their back panels. 

The A-1001 amplifier has sufficient inputs 
for the other system components plus one 
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line level item and an extra tape deck, which 
could be the optional Mini Disc deck that 
Kenwood has promised. The single pair of 
loudspeaker outputs is supplemented by a 
subwoofer line level output. There are no 
tone controls as such, but there are controls 
to set the centre frequency and degree of 
boost/ cut in the deep bass. The circuit has 
no effect on the mid band, the centre 
frequency being adjustable between 40-
90Hz. Power output is 40 watts per channel. 

The T-1001L tuner allows preset selection 
of 20 frequencies on FM, MW and LW, but 
only via the remote handset. A built in RDS 
decoder offers programme type ID, 
alternative frequency search and a clock 
time display. The CD player is built around a 
one-bit digital-to-analogue converter, and 
has a range of simple programming and 
linked recording facilities, also accessible 
using the remote control. An optical digital 
output is fitted to feed the add-on MD 
recorder. 

The single transport edge-loading (in-car 
style) cassette deck, model X-1001 is 
equipped for auto tape biasing, and has 
Dol by B, C and HX Pro, manual record level 
adjustment and metering, and an electronic 
tape counter. In addition, the deck has full 
auto-reverse operation and a variety of 
repeat and track search based options. 
Synchronised dubbing off the CD player is 
also possible. 

EASE OF USE 
I encountered one irritating, er, irritant with the 
test system: a propensity for the panel 
graphics to disappear against the titanium 
panel, depending on how the system was lit. I 
would advise owners to invest in a set of 
polarising glasses, or limit themselves to the 
remote control. And while the use of large 
matched rotaries for the volume and source 
selector are an excellent idea on paper, at least 
once it led to my interrupting a recording when 
I thought I was changing the volume level. 

These minor points aside, this system 
really does manage the trick of adding 
packaged-audio type ease of use features 
to a basically simple set-up. lt could hardly 
be easier to use, though there are a few 
obscure features, on the cassette deck 
especially, that you'll probably never 
discover, unless you're an avid instruction 
book reader. The turned metal controls are 
smooth and solid, and the feel throughout is 
of understated quality. 

SOUND QUALITY 
The primary aim, to produce a system 
capable of matching a decent full size hi-fi 
system, is met. To get technical for a minute, 
the HO-woo delivers the goods. 

The component that has given Kenwood 
the most trouble is the amplifier. Used within 
its limits, the amp sounds positive and in 

command. Dynamics are strongly 
presented, and the amp has a strong grasp 
of tonal colour, and a generous, lucid low 
frequency end -surprising for such a 
compact amplifier. Fine detail is extracted by 
the bucket load, but it is not always as 
naturally and as unobtrusively presented as 
with the best. Set against this, there was an 
underlying graininess to the sound that 
sometimes made the system seem 
aggressive, and which really demanded 
smoother, sweeter speakers than the 
Mission 753s used here. You will be spoiled 
for choice by any halfway decent dealer, so 
this shouldn't cause any problems. 

The cassette deck sounds softer and 
fruitier than the CD or tuner. Pitch stability is 
a strong point, and metal tapes especially 
made very accurate copies off compact disc, 
with good Type lis such as TDKSA-X being 
only slightly wayward in the treble. There is a 
hint of peaking at high frequencies, which is 
usually done to give an artificial treble boost. 
Both tape types made some clean, accurate 
recordings, but in neither case were they 
able to do full justice to the original. 

The CD player, much like the cassette 
deck, certainly wasn't a limiting factor, but 
the FM tuner consistently sounded more 
lively, airy and spacious, even allowing for 
the fact that the two could not be auditioned 
under identical conditions. 

CONCLUSION 
This system is being presented as the first of 
a new class which marries the virtues and 
flexibility of high-fidelity with user-friendly 
mini style packaging. The design was 
apparently something of a labour of love for 
Kenwood's engineers and, taking due 
account of the price, few corners have been 
cut, or tricks missed. 

This is possibly the first packaged mini 
system to take the issue of music 
reproduction more seriously than the 
packaging or the features, and comes close 
to matching the best of the full size 
component systems. 

Trio Ken wood (UK) Ltd, Ken wood House, 
Dwight Road, Watford, Herts WD1 8£8. 
m (0923) 816444 

Verdict 
0 Wolf in sheep's clothing; looks and 

works like a mini system, but 
sounds like good hi-fi. 

0 But not great hi-fi; amplifier can 
sound strained; other components 

lack star quality. 

Performance •••oo 
Value for money ••••o 
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MARANTZ5LIM5ERIES 1020 

A
nd now for something completely 
different: a good looking system, 
based on hi-fi components. Of all 
the products in this review, this one 

must be the most elegant, the most design 
conscious and certainly the prettiest. This 
phraseology is deliberate. Most hi-fi is 
designed for men; if you like, it's toys for the 
boys. This system is designed for women. 

Build quality is adequate rather than top 
class, but not one of the test systems is 
finished like this one. The panels have a fine, 
brushed appearance, and the various seams 
and shut lines -avoided by most makers 
because of the assembly line problems they 
cause- are finished to micron precision. 
This system is all about attention to detail. 

This doesn't mean that there's nothing of 
interest here for the traditional hi-fi buyer. 

Less spaghetti 

T 
he idea of running only two 

wires to the cassette deck, 

and of leaving most of the 

input sockets on the back of the 

system receiver unconnected, 

offended against common sense. 

The unused connections are there 

to ensure compatibility with non­

system hardware, and the bus 

signal ensures proper source 

selection. The mystery of the two 

wire cassette deck connections is 

easily resolved too. Being a two 

head deck, it cannot record and 

play tapes simultaneously, so one 

set of wires can be switched to 

perform the input and output 

functions. The result is a simpler 

setup, with less 'spaghetti' around 

the back. 

The equipment is well endowed, and as a 
system it is also very much open ended. You 
have the option to buy a tuner /preamplifier 
and separate power amplifier in place of the 
specified receiver. Marantz is also in the 
process of developing additional matching 
components, including a Dolby Pro-Logic 
decoder and a three power amp module. 

You can start off with a stereo system, 
and upgrade it into a fully fledged home 
cinema system when the time comes. A DCC 
deck is also on the cards, along with other 
unspecified components. If you've been 
looking for a system which is a touch 
different, then this is your baby. 

48 Hi-Fi Choice June 1994 

The use of a receiver-tuner/amplifier if 
you prefer- means there are only three 
separate components, the others being a 
cassette deck and a CD player. Bizarrely, 
each component is patched into the system 
using just three wires: a bus or control link 
and two signal connections (see panel). 

For once, the basic features list is less 
interesting than the style in which it has 
been accomplished, though there are one or 
two notable omissions from the roll call. The 
CD player has a Bitstream digital-to­
analogue converter, a CDM-12 mechanism, a 
laser servo from the Philips parts bin, and an 
improved disc clamp just to liven things up. 
Track access is quick and sure, even with 
pock-marked discs. An optical digital output 
is fitted, but not an electrical one. 

The two-head cassette deck is equipped 
with Dol by B and C, but not Dol by HX Pro, 
which means that lower bias tapes will be at 
a comparative disadvantage. The only other 
surprises come from discovering where 
Marantz's designers have managed to hide 
the various controls. The system supports 
automatically controlled dubbing of 
compact discs, and timed recordings off air. 

The final source, the tuner, is a 
straightforward 30 preset design, capable of 
receiving on FM, MW and LW, and with a 
station naming facility. What it doesn't have 
is RDS capability. 

EASE OF USE 
The omission ofRDS is, I think, a significant 
one in the context of a system that is aimed 
at the technologically naive. At a time when 
there are unprecedented numbers of 
stations available, and when those stations 
are becoming more and more mobile as they 
seek to survive, RDS is finally living up to the 
early hype. 

The pretty control systems are not quite 
all they seem either. The function of a 
number of them is far from obvious without 
close examination, despite the free hand 
that the designers have (quite rightly) had 
when laying out the front panels. The system 
handset (one of two-the CD player comes 
with its own handset) is no answer to the 
ergonomic shortcomings either since it has 
been designed and labelled with more of an 
eye to obfuscation than elucidation. , 

On the other hand, I have no arguments 
with the touch operated doors which cover 
all but the system volume control when shut. 
In fact, it's what I always wanted-a system 
that tidies up after itself when it has finished 
for the day. 

SOUND QUALITY 
The Marantz sounds very presentable on the 
whole, the main weakness, predictably 
enough, being the rather sloppy sounding 
cassette deck. Like a number of the other 
decks tested, it is not really compatible with 

metal tapes, which sounded grainy and 
rather disjointed. A trace of programme wow 
was noticeable at times too. But neither the 
tuner nor the compact disc players 
disappointed. The tuner is not of Pioneer 
standards, but it sounded unobtrusively 
natural with the usual range of broadcasting 
culprits, only sounding terminally congested 
with stations like Classic FM, a station which 
appears to delight in broadcasting 
terminally congested signals. And I thought 
there were rules about such things. 

The 1020 CD player is a classy act. There 
was a time when being Bitstream powered 
was the kiss of death to a moderately priced 
player. They ended up sounding 'nice', by 
sounding as boring as hell. This one is 
different. lt is a solid, muscular sounding 
player, capable of erecting a substantial 
sound stage at the front and towards the 
sides of the listening room, and producing 
music which is full of boldly presented 
colour, detail and insight. 

Marantz's design engineers have done 
well to make the amplifier work as well as it 
does when it has to share a box with the 
tuner. In fact, the amp sounds genuinely 
potent and large in scale. Even with the 
volume turned very high, the output didn't 
duck, and peaks were handled very well. 

There was a slight loss of detail as the 
volume was racked up, but this trend never 
got out of hand. In other areas, the amplifier 
rated a straight 'fair'. lt was slightly coarse 
grained, and the bass, though full, was not 
especially taut. 

CONCLUSION 
An excellent lifestyle system, the Marantz 
Slim Series 1020 is very close to 
component standards in several areas. 
There are plenty of low cost component 
amplifiers that don't have the overall 
strengths of the Marantz, and the tuner 
and CD player are well up to par.The latter 
especially is an excellent player that is 
outperformed, in this test at least, only by 
the Pioneer PD-S8o2. 

Marantz Hi-Fi UK Ltd, Kingsbridge House, 
Pad bury Oaks, 575-583 Bath Road, 
Longford, Middlesex UB7 oH E. 
S (0753) 68o868 

Verdict 
0 Although not quite a component 

system beater, the Marantz comes 
close, especially playing compact discs. 

0 The tuner lacks RDS; the tape deck 
can sound a little flaky. 

Performance •••oo 
Value for money •••oo 
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systems 

SR1020 receiver 
CD1020 CD player 
501020 cassette deck 

------------------------�----------------� 

System price £999.90 

This system is 

all about 

attention to 

detail. 
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0NKYO LIVERPOOLSERIES l-9095YSTEM 

I 
f you are new to the world of audio, 
Onkyo might be an unfamiliar name. 
Otherwise, you'll probably be aware 
that Onkyo is one of the smaller, 

specialist Japanese hi·fi brands that 
disappeared from the UK market several 
years ago. The range is now available in the 
UK once more, thanks to a new distribution 
deal with NAD. 

The release of stylishly integrated 
systems such as the Kenwood and Marantz 
featured in this group is probably less a 
coincidence than an embryonic trend 
towards a new category of audio system, 
one that marries mini system packaging and 
ergonomics with the kind of audio 
engineering traditionally associated with 

Warm digits 

P 
erhaps with half an eye in 
the direction of Pioneer's 
Legate Link digital filter, 

Onkyo has addressed what it 
describes as the 'coldness' of many 
digital products with a proprietary 
enhancement to their digital filter 
called Fine Pulse Conversion 
System, or FCPS. U sing techniques 
borrowed from recent advances in 
computer graphics, FCPS has the 
task of interpolating intelligently 
between digital samples to 
produce a smoother, more music 
related waveform than usually 
results from linear or other simple 
methods of interpolation, 
especially when reproducing 
transients. The result, says Onkyo, 
is a smoother, warmer sound that is 
closer to the analogue original. 

component high fidelity.ln both cases, most 
of the controls and features superfluous to 
the main purpose have been stripped out, 
and what's left are lean, mean products. 
Such systems lack the schizophrenia of old· 
style packaged·audio that has sought to be 
all things to all people, but in the end has 
satisfied none but the least discerning. The 
new L·909 is close in concept to the 
Kenwood HO· woo, which means it appears 
to be a hi-fi mini system. 

The amplifier is equipped with tone 
controls, including a 'super bass' control 
(bypassable) and can drive two pairs of 
speakers. The range of inputs includes two 
spares, one suitable for a second tape deck, 
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and the record source can be selected 
independently of the source connected to 
the speakers, though they track each other 
by default. Finally, an external processor can 
be attached. This could mean a graphic 
equaliser, but more people will be interested 
in adding a Dol by Pro-Logic decoder. 

The C-711 CD player is a single-bit design, 
with a basic set of transport controls plus 
various repeat modes, random play (surely a 
classic case of a solution awaiting a 
problem), memory play and a simple method 
of dubbing CDs onto tape. The main 
analogue output is supplemented by an 
optical digital output. 

Radio reception is provided by the T-409, 
an FM/MW but non-LW tuner with 30 presets 
and a facility to automatically preset the 20 
strongest frequencies it can find. Sleep and 
wake-up timers (using the radio rather than 
an alarm) are fitted, but in contrast to most of 
the other systems tested, RDS is not 
included in the specification. 

The system cassette deck, the K-R609, 
looks like a horizontal loader, but in reality it 
takes the tape vertically which makes it a 
little taller than some minis. The deck is 
fitted with a single auto-reverse mechanism 
with an optical end of side direction change. 
This reduces the non-recording duration 
when the heads flip over to about one 
second - it takes 10 seconds or so with a 
normal cassette deck. The usual Dol by B, C 
and HX Pro are supplemented by a real tape 
counter showing time to go, and trick modes 
include track search and various edit and 
fade modes. 

EASE OF USE 
The Onkyo scores well for ease of use, but 
not as well as its nearest counterpart in this 
test, the Kenwood HO-woo, thanks to the 
greater number of minor additional controls 
found on all four components, and especially 
the three source components. 

The cassette deck hides most of its less 
significant knobs behind a full width flap and 
the amplifier is similarly discreet. With these 
flaps closed, the system looks very clean, 
but it still lacks the honed down simplicity of 
the Kenwood. On the other hand, the panel 
graphics are easily legible under all lighting 
conditions, and the system feels solid. 

SOUND QUALITY 
The amplifier is a gutsy device, capable of 
sustaining sound pressure levels around the 
straight 'loud' mark with the test Mission 
753 speakers. Push it too hard, however, 
and the sound begins to duck as the power 
amplifier runs out of steam. At other times, 
its output protection circuit (apparently 
triggered by temperature) shuts it down 
entirely. Within the limits, the Onkyo has a 
lean, tidy sound in the mid band, with a 
strong sense of the individuality of different 

instruments playing together. The treble is 
finely detailed, sometimes with a mild 
tinselly character, which was at its most 
obvious with close miked percussion. The 
bass was tuneful, but not especially well 
extended, and as a result the amp lacked the 
scale and authority that a truly excellent 
model is able to breathe into the music. 

The bottom line here is that as long as it is 
possible to squeeze quarts from pint pots, 
the Onkyo is a well judged amplifier, and 
several steps up the greasy ladder from most 
other compacts. The problem, of course, is 
that unlike tuners and CD players, this is one 
category of equipment that doesn't 
generally shrink well. 

Although neither the tuner nor the CD 
player disappointed, they didn't set any new 
standards in this group. The tuner 
sometimes sounded wooden, and the CD 
player lacked the more expressive qualities 
that today's better commercial components 
exude. Nevertheless, they were well up to 
the job, and weren't limiting factors in the 
system as a whole. 

The cassette deck turned out to be a bit of 
a struggle. Pitch stability was one of its 
better properties. lt sounded stable and 
solid, but it wasn't quite right with metal 
tapes, which clearly didn't suit the deck, and 
made it sound compressed in the lower 
frequencies, and bright in the treble. 

Type 11 tapes proved to be a better match, 
but recordings of critical material (classical 
piano, for example) sounded hard and shut 
in, with clear evidence of Dolby mistracking 
when using Dol by C .  Dol by B was cleaner, 
but work is still needed on this component 
before it's completely up to scratch. 

CONCLUSION 
Not as polished or as well thought through 
as its opposite number from Kenwood, this 
is still a fine system, well built and turned 
out, with a solid, credible performance 
standard let down mainly by a poorly set up 
cassette deck, and an over-enthusiastic 
amplifier protection circuit. 

NAD Marketing Ltd, Adastra House, 401-405 

NetherStr, London N31QG. 2081 3433240 

Verdict 
0 Solid, well built and attractively 

equipped system; sounds larger in 
stature than its diminutive dimensions 
suggest. 

0 Over-protective amplifier 
protection circuitry; poorly aligned 

cassette deck. 

Performance 
Value for money 
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PIONEER SYSTEM 

T
his system is based around Pioneer's 
PD-S8o2 CD player. it's a machine 
that is home to some important 
technology, namely Legato Link 

digital filtering and the Stable Platter. The 
latter supports the inverted disc over its 
whole surface using a device looking like 
what we once called a turntable platter. 

The A-3ooX amplifier is the budget 
version of the A-400/ A-400X. The A-400 was 
Pioneer's original'British' amp (it was 
designed in Japan, but with much UK input) 
and it remains an extraordinary product 
which is more than capable of holding its 
own in exalted company, without the 
warmth and slackness of several well known 
(and well liked) British amplifiers. 

The A-3ooX power rating is 30 watts per 
channel, and it has just three controls; a 

Brand X 

T 
he X suffix on Pioneer's 

current amplifier range 

denotes a package of 

measures designed to make them 

sound smoother and less analytical 

than the celebrated A-400 and less 

celebrated A-300. The A-300X 

series is a slightly simplified, lower 

price amplifier distinguished from 

theA-300 by the omission of the 

headphone socket (to simplify the 

signal path and hence improve 

sound quality), by a beefed up 

power supply and by the adoption 

of the A-4oo;.X's complementary 

capacitor pair which give a lower 

self-inductance and less high 

frequency roll-off. 

split, friction coupled volume control, an 
input selector and a tape selector. There is 
no head phone socket, and only one set of 
loudspeaker connections, all hallmarks of a 
more serious breed of audiophile amplifier. 

The inverted platter PD-S8o2 CD player 
has twin one-bit DACs and a centrally 
mounted transport. The display can be 
switched off to improve sound quality and 
appearance. Even the digital outputs 
(electrical as well as optical unlike the 
optical, only PD-S801, its predecessor) can 
be switched off to reduce interference with 
other circuits. 

As the name suggests, the F-502RDS 
tuner is equipped with an RDS decoder, in 
this case with PTY (Programme Type), RT 
(Radio Text) and CT (Clock Time) functions. 
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The tuner itself has variable IF switching and 
a switchable RF attenuator to avoid overload 
with very strong signals. 

In an unusual refinement at this price 
level, two aerial inputs are available, which 
can be allocated individually to specific 
presets. Tuning can be carried out in 25kHz 
steps (FM), which in marginal situations 
allows detuning as a means of reducing 
interference. Forty presets are available, but 
AM coverage extends to MW only, which is 
inconsistent and irritating. 

The CT-S320 is a two-head cassette deck 
with an automatic tape alignment feature. lt 
is also the cheapest model currently 
equipped with FLEX (Frequency Level 
Expander), which gives a touch of life to old 
or duff recordings. 

EASE OF USE 
Although all the components are a nominal 
match, they fail to look comfortable in each 
other's presence- their piecemeal design 
is hard to miss. The amplifier is the purist 
product here, its minima list facia looking 
practically bare next to the tuner and 
cassette deck. 

Neither the amplifier nor the CD player 
have a head phone socket though the 
cassette deck has. The four items have two 
different facia styles- flat in the case of the 
amplifier, the others smoothly curved- and 
equipment depths vary which makes for 
some awkwardness when stacked. 

The cassette deck, tuner and CD player 
have SR (System Remote) sockets, 
theoretically allowing them to be used from 
a single handset. No such handset is 
supplied, and the amplifier is fully manual. 
Only the CD player is supplied with its own 
remote control. 

Ergonomics are also variable: the 
amplifier is excellent, and the CD player is 
not far behind. The cassette deck is about 
par for the course, but the plethora of tiny 
buttons made the tuner clumsier to drive 
than necessary. 

SOUND QUALITY 
The first cassette deck sample failed half 
way through the test programme, but 
sample two was satisfactory without being 
outstanding.lt sounded a little wayward, 
and was neither as solid nor as detailed as 
some but, as with a number of the other 
models tested, it made quite accurate 
recordings with Type 11 tapes like TDKSA. 

The tuner made a poor initial impression. 
it's rotary tuning wheel is not properly 
engineered and doesn't spin, which, with the 
low gearing, meant an age of frantic 
twiddling to traverse the band. Using presets 
solved this particular problem, and listening 
soon put any minor operational quibbles in 
the shade as this is a tuner that knows how 
to sing.lt is an unusually full, weighty 

sounding device, capable of suggesting the 
architecture of large musical happenings. 

The CD player failed to work from the box, 
but in this case it turns out that a sample 
known to have been knocked badly enough 
to damage the laser pickup had been 
accidentally mixed with the review stock. 
The replacement worked brilliantly. 

I was already a confirmed fan of the PD­
S801, whose trademark is coherent, spacious 
stereo imagery, and a sound that's layered in 
the depth plane. The 802 picks up where the 
8o1leaves off, but it has a much sharper, 
cleaner and keener sound compared with the 
801, and the whole effect is more dynamic 
and open. Pioneer claims there have been no 
changes to the Legato Link circuitry to 
account for this, so it is anyone's guess 
where the improvements come from. 

The item whose task it is to hold it all 
together is the amplifier, and I confess I have 
some reservations about the performance of 
this product, not in relation to price, but 
when measured against the challenge set by 
the Mission 753. This is not a serious 
criticism of the Pioneer system as a whole, 
since most people will use smaller speakers 
with a more restricted bandwidth, and as 
long as the power output ceiling isn't 
breached (which is all too possible in 
medium size rooms or bigger) theA-3ooX 
sounds comfortable and in command. 

With the Mission speakers connected, 
however, the Pioneer was comprehensively 
out-flanked by the Denon PMA-450, which 
highlighted a lack of vitality and power. 

CONCLUSION 
Although not quite as well matched as some 
of the other systems, the Technics being the 
obvious example, this combination is a 
natural for use in smaller rooms, and where 
the tuner and CD player take precedence 
over compact cassette. If you do happen to 
have a bigger room, or your ambitions 
stretch just that bit further, you could 
consider an amplifier transplant. How about 
the Pioneer A-400 or A-4ooX? 

Pioneer High Fidelity (GB) Ltd, Pioneer 
House, Hollybush Hill, Stoke Pages, Slough, 
Berks SL2 4QP. '.:: (0753) 789789 

Verdict 
0 Class leading CD player and tuner 

are capable of exquisitely solid, 

three-dimensional music making. 

0 Cassette deck is more of a time 
server than a star; amplifier, though 

good, can be bettered in larger systems. 

Performance ••••o 
Value for money •••oo 



A-300XAMPLIFI ER, CT-5320 CASSETTE DECK, 
F-502RD5 TUNER AND PD-5802 CD PLAYER 

A weighty sounding device 
(the tuner), capable of 
suggesting the 
architecture 

of large 
musical 
happenings. 
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TECHNICS SYSTEM 

T
echnics contribution to this group of 
six is a combination of full width 
components, much like the De non 
and Pioneer systems. 

The centrepiece is the SU-A700 

integrated amplifier which, like a number of 
amplifiers from Technics, is fitted with a 
thermostatically controlled cooling fan. 

Power output is 45 watts per channel, 
and a remote control is supplied. Tone 
controls can be bypassed, but there is relay 
switching for two pairs of speakers, and a 
head phone socket is provided. When all the 
system sources are connected, the Technics 
can still accommodate a record deck (MM 
only), another line level component and a 
tape deck with full tape monitoring. The 
spare tape circuit makes it feasible to turn 
this system into one capable of Dolby Pro-

Hard core 

T
he Technics amp features 

R-Core transformers and an 

MOS Class AA output 

stage.The R-Core transformer is a 

Technics development, which 

almost eliminates vibrations and 

magnetic flux leakage. 

The MOS Class AA circuit was 

designed to combine the linearity 

of MOSFETs with the current drive 

capability and affordability of 

bipolar designs. The bipolar output 

is controlled by the MOSFET driver 

stage via a bridge circuit. MOS 

Class AA is largely insensitive to 

reactive loading, and offers low 

distortion, especially with low 

impedance (sub 4 ohm) loads. 

Logic operation if the necessary hardware is 
subsequently added. 

The ST-GTssoL tuner is a thoroughly 
modern FM/MW /LW design featuring RDS. 
Technics' implementation includes the 
ability to seek out alternative frequencies for 
the current station, and a programme type 
feature which will trundle off in search of a 
particular type of programming from a list 
that includes classical, news, information, 
sport, pop and (if you must) MOR, though 
broadcasters don't yet support this service. 

The decoder will also retune for traffic 
broadcasts, which sounds redundant in a 
domestic tuner, but I am assured is not. 
Other features include an auto-switching IF 
bandwidth, narrow where interference is 
sensed, and wider, for lower peak level 
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distortion where interference isn't a 
problem. 

The SL -PS740A CD player and RS-BX646 

cassette deck are in keeping with the rest of 
the system. The CD player is fitted with a 
MASH one-bit digital-to-analogue converter 
with specially selected reservoir and other 
capacitors, and has independent digital and 
analogue transformer windings and power 
supplies. The cassette deck is also a high 
specification unit, with three heads for real 
time off-tape monitoring while recording, 
and high resolution press button auto tape 
calibration, with a three-position override to 
suit particular types of music. 

All bar the tuner are built on a base 
section made from a proprietary iron/rubber 
composite called THCB to damp resonances. 

EASE OF USE 
In presentation, this is a traditional 
mainstream Japanese hi-fi system, with by 
far the highest button count of the lot (I 
counted more than one hundred), and some 
complex displays to match. In contrast to the 
integrated systems, you can't even ignore 
the facias. Remote control is available from 
separate handsets for the CD player, tuner 
and amplifier, but not the cassette deck. 

The up side of the equation is that of all 
the component systems, the Technics is the 
best design, with the smoothest acting 
controls. These controls, moreover, felt 
more natural in operation than any of their 
nearest competitors. Another point is that all 
the components are the same depth, which 
means they look good when they are 
stacked or laid out side by side. If you can 
bear a degree of complexity, this system 
does at least deliver the goods with a certain 
amount of flair. 

SOUND QUALITY 
If the extravagant exterior had been 
anything to go by, this system ought to have 
been the most overtly hi-fi of the lot. In 
reality the opposite is true. The treble 
seemed polite, even laid back, and the 
system as a whole was on the warm side of 
neutral. Rather than seeking to extract the 
last ounce of information from the source, 
Technics has concentrated on producing a 
system that sounds approachable and easy 
on the ear. 

lt was good though. Playing a CD 
recording of BB King Blues Summit, the BB 
King/Robert Cray duet in the opening track 
Playin' with my Friends reproduced forward 
of the speakers, the instruments ranged 
laterally and in depth in a way that eluded 
the Pioneer and even the Denon system. At 
the same time, there was some loss of very 
fine detail, or at least it wasn't splashed 
around in an obvious way. If refinement is 
the essence of good music making, this 
system has it all. Sumptuous orchestral 

tone, rich, vibrant piano sounds and 
expressive singing are all part of the heady 
mix on offer. 

The FM tuner produced tonal colours that 
were a little too dark and undifferentiated, 
but there was no real loss of clarity. it's just 
that the detail wasn't strongly revealed. 
There was an element of this with the 
cassette deck too, along with a degree of 
lightness in the bass which was highlighted 
in the original full review (issue 127). On the 
whole though, these are both highly 
successful products. The tuner sounded 
unprocessed and natural, and the 
recordings made on the cassette deck didn't 
sound much like cassette recordings, being 
stable, free of modulation noise when using 
metal tapes, and articulate. Only the manual 
source/tape monitor switching rankled. 

Overall, it turned out to be difficult to pick 
holes with what Technics has achieved, 
except that the system as a whole tends to 
sound rather cool and laid back. lt all 
seemed too tidy and restrained to be true, 
which was great with many but not all types 
of music. Where, my notes enquire, is the 
passion in the finale of Beethoven's Ninth 

Symphony I caught on radio, the tactile 
percussive sounds of the opening of 
Suzanne Vega's Rock in this Pocket, or the 
grace in Nojima's Ravel? 

CONCLUSION 
A bit cheerless to be certain, but cool, calm 
and collected. The Technics system never 
put a foot wrong. Smooth, attractive and 
sophisticated, with a clear and concise way 
of reproducing stereo soundstages and 
complex instrumental sounds, sometimes it 
was guilty of underplaying its hand. Yet the 
Technics was always eminently listenable, 
though there were times when I missed the 
adrenaline and passion of the admittedly 
more untidy Den on system. 

The control system will be too complex 
and button bound for many, but if you can 
live with this, the design is surprisingly well 
thought through. 

Panasonic Consumer Electronics UK, 

Panasonic House, Willoughby Rd, Brackne/1, 

Berks RG12 4FP. � (0344) 861656 

Verdict 
0 No particular weaknesses; sound 

quality is well ordered and clean, 
with good tonal colours and expression. 

0 Complex control system; has a 
musical style that, for all its plus 

points, is a little too carefully manicured. 

Performance •••oo 
Value for money ••••o 



SU-A700 AM PLI Fl ER, RS-BX646 CASSETTE DECK, 

ST-GT550l TUNERAND5l-PS740Aco PLAYER 

Technics has 

concentrated on producing 

a system that sounds 

approachable and easy on the ear. 

systems 
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LFDAudio 

LFD 
an affordable high-end alternative for 

audiophiles worldwide. 

"It's a diamond necklace in a world of plastic 
-but without a Tijfany price tag." 

Eric Baithwaite, HiFi World, Sept 1992. 

"Clearly then, these LFD components are of 
OUtStanding quality." Jimmy Hughes, Audiophile, Jan 1993. 

Airoflex l loudspeaker cable, 
***** Recommended. What HiFi? Feb 1994. 

Please contact LFD Audio for further information 
on our complete range of: AMPLIFIERS, 

INTERCONNECTS, LOUDSPEAKER CABLES 
AND MAINS ACCESSORIES. 

LFDAudio 
MICRON HOUSE • 23 COPPINS ROAD • CLACTON-ON-SEA • ESSEX 
C015 3HP • TELEPHONE (0255) 422533 • FACSIMILE (0255) 221069 

CREDIT CARDS WELCOME - -- �-- -- -

: = ��\-:;•= � 
OPEN 10- 6pm 

� = 
24HR DELIVERY SERVICE 

-
� 

- -- - --
\'! 

- -
- �  - - -

\.'J FORYOOREARSCtlt.Y 

(071) 233 7225 

MON-SAT 

THURS 10- 9pm 

WORLDWIDE 
TAX FREE EXPORT 

� ......... .__ -= 
--AMPLIFIERS-- COMPACT DISC PLAYERS TCW635S TN DK+DOLBY S 279 239 

NORMAL OUR DELTEC AIWA 
ITEM/TYPE PRICE PRICE UTILE BIT DAC 399 199 ADF810 229 189 

PROTON MARANTZ ADF410 119 99 

AA1150 POWER 449 279 CD7211SE CD 599 429 XKS9000 DOLBY S 699 549 

MUSICAL FIDELITY CD52MKII CD 229 179 ---TUNERS---

RAINBOW INT·AMP 299 199 ORELLE AIWA 
TEMPEST INT-AMP 259 219 CD260 CD 999 749 XT950 149 119 

ALCHEMIST CD160 CD 749 629 KENWOOO 
BRACI PHONO-STAGE 495 339 MICROMEGA KT2050L 149 119 

FREYA PRE·AMP 1020 699 LEADER CD 895 425 KT3050L RDS 179 149 

ODIN POWER 1020 699 LOGIC CD 479 275 TECHNICS 
GENESIS MONO-POWER 1525 999 YAMAHA STG70 ClASS AA 249 199 

KRAKEN INT-AMP 399 299 CDX870 CD 329 279 STG630 229 179 

KRAKEN PRE·AMP 395 295 CDX860 CD 299 199 ST610 129 109 

KRAKEN POWER 380 280 SONY PIONEER 
UPGRAD TRANSFORMER 45 35 CDPX229 CD 329 249 F550 RDS 249 179 

ORELLE CDPX303ES CD 549 449 PHIUPS 
SC101 t SP101 PREtPOWER 849 499 CDP333ES CD 349 FT930 149 99 

DENON COP311 CD 169 139 CARVER 
PMA450 INT-AMP 249 199 CDP411 CD 199 169 TX10 295 129 

YAMAHA PHILIPS SONY 
AX570 INT-AMP 289 249 CD930 CD 199 159 STS211 129 109 

MARANTZ CD950 CD 399 299 STS311 RDS 199 179 

PM32 INT·AMP 139 109 CD935 5 DISC 229 189 STS505 RDS 249 229 

PM44SE INT-AMP 199 189 TECHNICS STS511 

PM40SE IN'T-AMP 249 169 SLPS740 CD 249 219 --SPEAKERS--

PM 52 INT·AMP 209 149 SLPG440 CD 169 149 MORDAUNT SHORT 
KENWOOD SLPG340 CD 149 119 CLASSIC 20 WALNUT 449 249 

KA3020 INT·AMP 169 139 KENWOOD CLASSIC 40 WALNUT 649 429 

PIONEER DP7050 CD 349 299 SO ACCOUSTICS 
A400 INT-AMP 279 219 PIONEER SD3 WALNUT 399 249 
A400X INT-AMP 299 249 PDS701 CD 329 279 RUARK 
A300X INT-AMP 229 209 AIWA BROADSWORD BLACKASH 849 649 
SONY XC950 CD 199 169 CELESTION 
TAF211 INT·AMP 149 119 -CASSETTE DECKS- Sl12 629 249 
TAF242 INT·AMP 199 159 DE NON PROAC 
TAF442 INT·AMP 249 215 DRW650 219 179 STUDIO TOWER 2500 1299 
TAF542 INT·AMP 299 249 DAM510 159 129 CASTLE 
NAKAMICHI DRM710 259 189 

YORK 349 299 
AMP 2 INT-AMP 379 279 HARMON KARDON 
AI bury TD4600 DOLBY S 799 349 

DURHAM 229 179 

PP1 AMP 429 329 KENWOOD 
SPICA 

AP3 PASSIVE PRE·AMP299 219 KX3050 169 139 TCSO 649 349 

5508 STEREO POWER AMP499 399 KX7050 329 259 ALPHASON 

NAD YAMAHA ORPHEUS 1069 449 

1000 PRE·AMP PRE-AMP 329 229 KX260 159 129 AUDIO PLAN 

902 POWER AMP POWER 209 179 KX360 199 159 KONTAPLAN 1065 449 

ROTEL MICHI KXW262 TWIN DECK 199 179 JBL 

RCH10 POWER 795 595 SONY TLX12 179 129 

RHQ10 PHONO·STAGE 995 795 TCK511 DCLBY S 279 239 l20T 229 149 

RH810 PRE·AMP 1550 1250 TCK611 DCLBY S 329 279 SNELL 

TOTAl SYSTEM 3340 2499 TCW435 TWIN DECK 169 139 J111 769 499 

DCC from Philips and OAT from Sony, Music Systems from Aiwa, JVC, Sony, Kenwood, Pioneer, Technics, Yamaha, Denon and 
a new range of Grundig Audio Products are available on very special prices. A complete list is provided on request. Every produc 

is supplied with a lull one year warranty. Some of the items on sale are ex-display models. 

HI Fl CONFIDENTIAL LTD 
34 BUCKINGHAM PALACE ROAD, LONDON SW1W ORE. TEL: 1071)233 0774. FAX: 10711233 7226 
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Audio Consultants 
HI-FI SPECIALISTS 

IESIOUl 10111!£ 

Our superb service is the same, 
regardless of price 

THETA GENERATION V 0/ A CONVERTER 

This is a revelation! State of the art performance at a new 
price point; perfect for both analogue and digital lovers 

NOW DEMONSTRATING 
DPA 200 SERIES PRE/POWER AMPS-a very nice small package 
MICROMEGA STAGE- the new concept in upgradeable CD players 
BOSE LIFESTYLE SYSTEM 
RUARK EQUINOX LOUDSPEAKERS-superb British craftsmanship 
TDL RTL SPEAKER RANGE 
DENON DF10- at last mini sized components available separately 
COPLAND CSA14-such good value! 
REL STRATA and STADIUM SUBWOOFERS- at last no compromises! 
AUDIO RESEARCH D200/LS5/LS3 and their CD TRANSPORT 
THETA DATA BASIC and GENERATION V-redefines the state of the art 
at this price point; what's more it's just brilliant for both digital and 
analogue lovers! 
TEAC VRDS7/10/20 and 700 2 BOX SYSTEM -classy transport systems 
with excellent sound 
ORELLE PRE/POWER AMP COMBO 
TEAC VRDS 7- a snip at £599 
HEYBROOK SEXTETS AND QUARTETS- on dem! 
SME 20 TURNTABLE-fabulous engineering and sound 
AUDIO VISUAL SYSTEMS NOW ON DEM including 

PIONEER LASERDISC, DENON AND THE NEW ROTEL 
MUSICAL FIDELITY F SERIES- astounding value inc. remote control 
AUDIO RESEARCH LS5 - earth shattering! 
KRELL KSAA50S- stunning sound and value for money! 
ORELLE DIGITAL PRODUCTS- just in! 
M I CH ELL GYRODECK- try the latest power supply 
SON US FABER - the complete range; we love them all! 
MARTIN LOGAN AERIUS- stunning looks and sound 
REL STADIUM SUBWOOFERS 
VAN DEN HUL CABLES- including The First, Second and Revelation 

EX DEM & P/EX BARGAINS 
AUDIO RESEARCH LS2B- ex demo £2495 
ORELLE CD 160 CD PLAYER £495 
RUARK TEMPLAR- ex demo £375 
RUARK SWORDSMAN PLUS- ex demo £225 
STAX QUATTRO £1595 
STAX TALENT DAC £995 
STAX LAMBDA PRO/SRDX PRO £550 
SEQUERRA MET 7 -new £495 
WADIA 6 EX DEMO £2995 
KRELL CD DSP £3495 
KRELL STUDIO DAC £3495 
THETA OS PRO PRIME DAC £995 
NEAT PETITE SPEAKERS £395 
AUDIO RESEARCH V70- ex demo £3495 
ACOUSTIC ENERGY AE1 £550 

Please ask for details or our current list 
Agencies include: Accuphase, Acoustic Energy, Air Tangent, Apogee, Audio Alchemy. Audio 
Research, Audio Technica. Basis, Base, B&W, Castle, Copland, Denon, Denon Cartridges. 
DPA, Dual. Goldring. Harmonix, Heybrook, JPW, Kimber, Koeslu, Krell, Lyra, Magneplanar, 
Magnum. Mandrake, Marantz, Martin Logan, Micheii,Micromega, Musical Fidelity, NAD, 
Nakamichi, Onix, Orelle, Ortofon, Pioneer. Proceed, PS Audio, QED, REL Subwoofers, Revox, 
Roksan, Rotel, Ruark, SD Acoustics, Seismic Sink, Sennheiser, Sequence. Sequerra, Slate 
Audio, SME, Sonus Faber, Spender, Stax, Target. TDL, Teac. Theta, Thorens, Van den Hul, 
Wadia, Whartedale. 

TAX-FREE EXPORT SERVICE 
MAIL ORDER AVAILABLE ON MANY ITEMS 

Open M on-Sat 1 Oam-6pm 

Oxford Audio Consultants 

Cantay House, Park End Street, Oxford OX1 1JE 
Telephone: Oxford (0865) 790879 
Facsimile: Oxford (0865) 791665 



systems 

Systems: conclusions, best 
buys and recommendations 
S 

o does lifestyle work, or is it just 

another way of diverting attention 

from the nuts and bolts of sound 

reproduction? 

To an increasing extent, the question is 

becoming a non-sequitur. Although 

components systems and lifestyle systems 

remain two identifiably distinct breeds, the 

importance of aesthetic and ergonomic 

design is not the sole preserve of the lifestyle 

system makers, nor is the sound quality 

message lost on them. Proof of both 

assertions can be had by examining the six 

systems tested over the preceding pages. 

The three lifestyle systems, from Marantz, 

Kenwood and Onkyo. are serious products, 

built to varying uncompromising standards 

of high-fidelity. They are available without 

speakers, which is an area where many 

packaged systems are particularly weak. 

Also, the extravagant range of features that 

have obscured the quality issues for as long 

as systems have been made is beginning to 

be rolled back- at least if these examples are 

anything to go by. 

Of the three, the Kenwood HD-1000 system 

is easily the most convincing. While 

retaining all the advantages of other minis­

size, a unified set of controls operated by a 

single remote control handset and so on­

the features count is more or less on a par 

with all but the most starkly equipped hi-fi 

components. And as Kenwood has promised 

not to change the system for at least two 

years, buyers are even assured some measure 

of continuity. 

The three remaining systems, all based on 

components, are successful hi-fi systems in 

their own right, and have their work cut out 

Line/tape/phono/ 

processor loop 

Power 

w/ch 

Best Buy and Recommended models 
BEST BUY 
The Den on PMA-450 amplifier, DR5-610 cassette 

deck, TU-580 tuner and DCD-1290 CD player 

looks like a rather mixed up combination but it 

gave great life and vitality to everything it played. 

RECOMMENDED 
The Pioneer system made up of the 

A-JooXamplifier, CT-5320 cassette deck, F-502RD5 

tuner, PD-58o2 CD player; the Technics system of 

5U-A700 amp, R5-BX646 cassette deck, 5T-GT550 

tuner, 5L-P5740A CD player, and the Kenwood HD-1000. 

BEST OF THE REST 
Lifestyle systems are comparatively thin on the ground, though there is some evidence that 

to outshine the Kenwood. This said, the 

Kenwood's amplifier is compromised to an 

extent by its small size, and it is the Denon's 

lively and lifelike PMA-450 that carries home 

the bacon. 

In the final analysis, it is the Den on system 

that takes the honours here, despite the 

Pioneer's superb CD player and tuner, and the 

Speakers 

(pairs) 

Technics' evenly spread qualities. 

Why? It's hard to say, except that 

when the gods of music were 

breathing nmsic into their tin and 

silicon creations, they lingered a 

little longer over the Denon. I guess 

they looked it over, and saw that it 

was good. Well, pretty good. 

Digital out 

0- optical 

Wavebands 

their number is increasing. The original 

systems to major on style came from Bang & 

Olufsen, whose most modest offering was 

just too expensive to fit the criteria for this 

group review. From experience, B&O owners 

tend to be fiercely loyal and if you like what 

you hear in the shop, you'll be hooked. 

Other possibilities include the San sui 

MCX950, a compact speaker inclusive 

system that costs £1.400. 

Arcam is another manufacturer whose 

products nearly fitted the bill, but which were 

excluded because their solitary cassette 

deck is far too costly for the task. The 

company makes an excellent amplifier, tuner 

and CD player package called the Arcam 

Alpha 5 system at £1,200, which exemplifies 

the qualities we were looking for in the test 

systems: strong aesthetics, properly thought 

through ergonomics and good music making 

abilities. 

Other combinations can be assembled to 

fulfil similar ends, but they are not formalised 

by their manufacturers as systems, and must 

be chosen on a mix 'n' match basis. Which, 

after all, is the only way to ensure you get 

exactly what you want. 

Pre-sets Dol by System remote 
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Now available in over 1 00 dealers throughout the U.K. 

'' These wires will make your system sing. '' '' I would judge one or other of these 
cables all but obligotary '' 

U Excellent " 

Hi-Fi World April '94 

' ' State of the Art ' ' 

What Hi-Fi? Nov '93 

't Five Star rating '' First & Second review. Audiophile Nov '93 

What Hi-Fi? Nov '93 n A revolution in Audio Cable design. " 
Hi-Fi News May '93 Stereophile Jan '93 

van den Hul UK have, in conjunction with van den Hul dealers, now launched the Demonstration Case which 

allows the dealers to make up a selection of their favourite cables for their customers to try at home under 

relaxed conditions. 

The LSC Carbon range offers unrivalled musicality 
" The First" interconnect 

" The Second" interconect (balanced & unbalanced) 

"The Revelation" ultra heavy duty speaker cable 

"The Revolution" heavy duty speaker cable 

To van den Hul UK, PO Box 31, Bishop Auckland, DL 14 7YX. 
Please send details of stockists and cables 
Name: __________________________________ ___ 

"The First" prices range from just £119.99 for a 0.6m stereo pair Address: ________________ _ 

van den Hul also produce an extensive range of superb Silver clad Copper 

cables, cartridges and plugs. 

............... ..... 
F - T

�!?. !�
,
ETIER QUOTE? 

.,.... THEN PHONE US AND SEE 
R.S. AUDIO 

WHAT WE CAN OFFER YOU!! MAIL ORDER CENTRE 

KENWOOD 
DP7050 

� 071-255 1403/071-255 1503 
CD PLAYERS 

AIWA 

KENWOOD 

XC-300 .............. ........ £129 
DP2050..... . ..• £136 

DP3050 .....................• £159 
KENWOOD 

SAGX230 .................... 1:2211 
SAGX550 ... ................ £386 

AMPLIFIERS 
KA1030 ...... £110 

NAD 

761i ........... £148 

780 ...•..•...•..•...• £155 

780SE ... ..................... £188 PIONEER 

802 ............................. £180 
TECHNICS 

Post Code 

£279 DP5050.. . ....... £215 

DP7050 .....................• £279 
KA3020 •..................... £136 

KA3020SE ............... £NEW AIWA 

CASSETIE DECKS 
ADF410 ........... £1011 

MINI SYSTEMS 

NAD 
302 

£142 

PIONEER 
A·400X 

£229 

KENWOOD 
KRV6060 

£295 

DPM6660 ................. £NEW 
CD5211 ...... ................. £199 

CD5211SE .. ... ............ £256 
CD63 ......................•..• £215 

502 ............................. £11115 
505 ...................•......... £2,48 
PD102 ........................ £122 

PD202 . ................•...... £139 

PDS502 .......... £188 
PDS602 ..•................... £220 
P0$702 .... . .. £:246 
PDS602 ...................... £281i 
PDS901 .......... £A()II 
CDP311 ...................•.. £140 
CDP411... . ......... £175 

CDPC335 ................... £200 
COP711 E .................... £200 
CDP911 E ....... 130 
CDPX303ES •..• .........• £480 
SLPG340 ....... £180 

SLPG440 ....•............... £1411 

SLPG520 ....•..............• £157 

SLPS620.... . ......... £183 
SLPS740 .................... £206 
SLPS900 ............. £281i 
SLP$840. . .................. £340 
SLPS2000 ... £810 

RECEIVERS I AV AMPS 
KENWOOD 

MARANTZ 

PIONEER 

SONY 

TECHNICS 

KRV6060 .......... £28e 
KRV7050 ... . ............... £338 
KRV8500 .............. ..... £:588 
KAV770 .................... O.EW 
PM700V ............ ........ £379 
VSA7015 .................... £379 
VSD802S .. . ................ £A65 
STRD390 ..............•..... £1815 

STRD590 .•.................. £205 
STRD790 .................... £315 

TAAV570 ........... ........ £348 
SAGX130 ....•............... £1815 

MARANTZ 

NAD 

PIONEER 

SONY 

TECHNICS 

SONY 

KA3050R .......... £1815 

KA4050R .................... £220 
KA5050R ... 130 
KRA4050DR .....•........ £1815 

PM44SE .• ................... £108 

302.... • .•••.•••.•• £142 

304 .... ..... ........ .......... £190 

306 ... . ....................... £27� 
A-102 ......................... £105 

A-202... . .....•. £199 

A-300X ....................... £178 

A-602... .... .. .. . ........ £281i 
TAF211B ••..•••.•• £130 

TAF242B .. .................. £175 

TAF442B .................... £219 

T AF542E .................... 130 
SUVZ220 .................... £110 

SUVZ230 .................... £! 3!5 
SUA600K ....•......• £1815 

SUA700K ................... £205 
SUABOOK ................... £270 
SUA900K ................... £325 

I • 

TCDD7 ....................... £450 
DTC690 ....... .........•.... £510 

LOUDSPEAKERS 
BOSE 

JAMO 

MISSION 

AM-3·11 ..................... £388 
AM-5-11 ..... ............... £586 
AM-7 ............... £:848 
XL1000 ......................... � 
XL2000 ..... . ................ £129 

XL4000 ........••............. £179 

CENTRE 100 .............. £115 

CENTRE 200 .............. £2:65 
760i ............................ £1 09 
760iSE ........................ £128 

KENWOOD 

PIONEER 

SONY 

TECHNICS 

ADFB10 ...................... £199 AIWA 

ADWX828 .................• 1:175 

ADWX929. . ....... £199 

KX-3050 ..................... £136 
JVC 

KX-5530 ..............•...... £175 

KX-5050 ..................... £11115 

KX-7050 ..................... £281i 
KX-7050-S .. ............... £315 

KX-9050 S ...... ........... £436 
CTS-220 .......... £139 

CTS-320 ..................•.. £11115 

CTS-420 ..............•...... £205 
CTS-520. . ...... £230 
CTS-620 .•...............•... £289 
CTS-920 .... . ............. . £515 

TCFX211 B ......... £87 
TCK311 B ................... £130 

TCK411B ..................• £175 

TCK511S.. . ..........• £240 
TCK611S .................... £279 
TCW435B ................... £160 

TCWR535B ................ £175 

TCWR635S ...• £260 
RSBX404 .......... £1!6 

RSBX646 .................... £187 

RSBX747 .........• £2.46 
RSTR232.. .. .. £166 

RSTR333 .................... £169 

RSTR515 .•.................. £210 

RSTR777 ..•. . ......... £246 
RSTR979 .......... £309 

KENWOOD 

PIONEER 

SONY 

TECHNICS 

MIDI SYSTEMS 
AIWA z-720 ...................•.....• CMii 

Z-D3000M ..•............... £!20 NAD 

KENWOOD M-27 ........................... £440 SONY 

M-47 ........................... £4.48 
M-56AG ....... .. .......... £:848 TECHNICS 

NSX270 ...................... £24$1 
NSX340 ...................... £281j 
NSXSOO ...................... £310 

NSXD707 ... . ... ... ...... £AO!i 
UXA3 ... £2SO 
UXAS .......................... £310 

ADAGIO 52 ................ £310 

ADAGIO S3 ................ £336 
ADAGIO S4 ................ £395 
ADAGIO 56 ......... £:506 
ADAGIO G7 ....•. £870 
ADAGIO G9 ............... £840 
UD-301 ....................... � 
UD·351M .................... £398 
UD-501.......... ..£A99 
UD-551M .................... � 
UD-701 ....................... £800 
UD-751M. ..£548 
UD-901 ... ..........•.......• £810 

UD-951M ................... £85() 
N-33 ......................•...• £920 
N-33M .......•...• £366 
N-53.. . .... £425 
N-53M ........................ £406 
MHC-510CD .............. £339 
MHC-710CD . ............ £3D9 
MHC-2800CD ...... ..... £.486 
MHC-C50CD ...........•. FA-40 
MHC-C70CD ... ......... £530 
SC-CH404 ............ £A1 9 

SC-CH550 ..... il488 
SC-CH650 ..... £539 
SC-CH655 ......... £579 
SC-CH750 .................. £750 
SC-CH950 ...•..•...•....... £839 

TUNERS 
402 ............................. £136 

STS211 ....................... £115 

STS311 ....................... £175 

ST610 .. .................•..•• £110 

10-12 HANWAY STREET, LONDON W1 900 
1st left from Tottenham Court Road Tube Station 

PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE 

HFC694 

MISSION 
760iSE 
£129 
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AMS·II 
£585 

SONY 
STS311B 

£175 

NAD 
402 

£135 

AIWA 
ADF810 

£199 

SONY 
TCK611S 

£279 



On test: NICAM HI-FI 

PaulStephens p ut s  sou nd and vi sion to 
the test with six of the latest Nicam VCRs 
andfind s out i ftheymakethehi-figrade. 

A 
round £500 seems hl<e good value for a 

near CD quality tape deck with a noise­

free 20Hz to 20kHz frequency response. 

90dB dynamic range and six hours recording 

on a £2 tape. !fit also records and plays full­

motion video and adds stereo sound to your 

1V, it begins to sound like a real bargain. 

All this is true of the latest generation of 

Nicam stereo VCRs. Mass-market they may be, 

THE CAST LIST 

AI<AI VS-:6!4 . £47.9.99 
tiiJACHI VT-:f15"(}E . £499JJ9 
MITSUBISHI M68 . ... ... £!)�9.�9.� 
P.tllliPS V�3� £!)�9.�9.9 
$t1ARP VCII!JOHM ... .. . £-199�9.9 
$()r.Y SLV-:El . .... .... ........ .. £-199.9.9 

but they can be excellent as audio recorders, 

and the qualityofNicam digital1V sound will 
be a revelation to anyone who considers 1V 

and video beyond the audio pale. Portability. 

however, is the big drawback; you can't buy a 

VHS Walkman, and in-car VHS kits are 

equally rare. Nevertheless. as a back-up 

medium for CDs. and especially for recording 

uninterrupted concert broadcasts from radio 

and 1V, hi-fi VHS has a lot to offer. 

Features to look for in an audio-friendly 

VCR start with a good range of connecting 

sockets, ideally SCARTS for satellite and 1V, 

plus phonos for audio in and out. A real-time 

counter showing elapsed hours, minutes and 

seconds is essential, as VCR cue and review 

functions always mute the sound, leaving you 

'blind' on an audio-only tape. However, index 

search will at least take you to the start of each 

recording and, like the real-time counter, is a 

feature of all the machines tested here. 

All these VCRs, except the Sony, feature the 

HowwetestVCRs 
We assessed the VCRs in five categories; 
connectivity, features, ease of use, audio 
quality and video performance, including 
still frames and trick playback. Each VCR 
recorded a set of eight CD tracks, 
including Don aid Fagan's ODD 
masterpiece Kamakiriad, the delicate 
opening to Berg's Chamber Concerto and 
a thunderous van Karajan/Berlin 
Philharmonic fourth movement of 
Beethoven's Ninth Symphony. Nicam TV 
broadcasts recorded ranged from Kathy 
and Phil rowing in EastEnders to 
Presumed /nnocentwith Harrison Ford. 

code-based Video Plus timer programming 

system. Though easy to use, it still sets fixed 

recording times which aren't adjusted if 

broadcasts are delayed. Programme Delivery 

Control (PDC), included on some of these 

machines, adjusts times in response to 

broadcast signals, but only Channel Four 
currently transmits them. One Touch 

Recording (OTR) is a useful feature, allowing 

you to quickly set a simple 'later today' event. 

More exotic features on offer include the 

ability to play back American NTSC format 

tapes (you'll need a 60Hz compatible 1V), and 

recordings made in 16:9 widescreen format. 

None include Dol by Surround Sound or Pro­

Logic decoders. so you'll need a separate 

Why a Nicam hi-fiVCR? 
---------------------------------

Nicam and VHS hi-fi are two different things- the first is a standard 

for digitally encoding sound in the spare picture lines of a television 

transmission; the second an analogue recording technique which 

buries a stereo soundtrack literally underneath the video tracks on a 

VHS tape. The two go together like Torvill and Dean, and you won't 

find a latest-model VCR with one but not the other. 

In both cases the improvement in quality is dramatic, upgrading 
relatively low-fi (especially VHS) mono sound to genuinely high 
fidelity stereo. Around 85 per cent of the UK now receives Nicam 
signals from the four terrestrial TV stations (satellites use different 
stereo systems), and most mainstream programmes are in stereo, 
although even mono soundtracks benefit from Nicam quality. 

Hi-fi VHS VCRs capture high quality stereo wherever it comes from, 
whether it's the VCR's built-in Nicam decoder, a satellite receiver or a 
hi-fi audio system and so can be used as general-purpose recorders 
for both video and audio only material. Virtually all feature films and 
most other pre-recorded videos have hi-fi soundtracks too. 

MAKING THE RIGHT CONNECTION 
A Nicam hi-fi VCR can kill two birds with one stone, adding a high 
quality tape deck to your audio system and stereo sound to your TV 
pictures without the need to buy a Nicam-equipped TV set. 

Connecting the VCR to your audio system is easy. Just plug it into 
your amplifier like any other deck. The more suitable VCRs have input 
and output phono pairs on the back panel ( SCART to phono leads are 
needed for VCRs with SCART sockets only). Listening to the audio 
system whfle watching the (muted) TV gives you stereo television, 

I 
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: Audioamp 
I 

�--
- -- -

"' -
- y -

1 
VCR to amp (phono ln/out)--1 

Satellite 
rece 

.. 

-- :. - ;-
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. 
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1 
I 
I 
I 
I 

VCR 
���;�.r:�:m�;��� ��·. � 
J:i<> • ·-· ,._ ' • ... 

··� . 

-- !a.u.:..-as..t �-
. -.: - . ---..:: .- --

-------------- · 

Satellite to VCR (SCARn 

with much higher sound quality than any TV set can produce. 
You'll also need to place your speakers (perhaps an extra switched 

pair) each side of the TV. Take care though, as the unshielded 
magnets in many audio speakers can permanently damage the TV 
tube if placed too close. Start at least 18 inches distant, and at the first 
sign of screen discoloration move them quickly away. 
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Nicam hi-fi VCRs 

AKAIVS-G74 

B 
ehind its fashionable cover-up 
front panel, Akai's £480 VS-G74 
offers a good set of features. 
Useful extras include an accurate 

tape remaining indicator and remote 
handset picture shuttle (though not frame 
jog), PDC and 16:9 widescreen capability. 
Missing are a panel-mounted shuttle 
control, NTSC playback and (strangely) 
zero-stop rewind. 

Connectivity is excellent, with two SCART 
sockets plus phonos for audio out and 
audio/video in, the latter duplicated on the 
front panel alongside 3.smm microphone 
and head phone sockets. There's no 
mic/tape mixing feature, so karaoke is out. 

The G74 makes do with a single level 
control for both audio channels and no 
automatic option, although, as with all the 
manual-level machines, low noise and high 
resistance to saturation makes a middle 
setting fine for most recordings. However, 
level meters are only visible on the TV screen 
which is a drawback for audio-only use. 

it's an easy machine to use, with a large, 
but well laid out, remote handset and a 
choice of on-screen menus or handset LCD 
display for timer and other important 
functions. The eight-event timer is easy to 
manage, although there's no OTR feature. 

The VS-G74 gave the 
best overall sound of the 
group, returning the most 
faithful reproduction of 
the CD tracks. Off-air 
sound was virtually 
indistinguishable from the 
Nicam original. Response 
is good in all parts of the 
frequency spectrum, with a strong, 
controlled bass, a good mid range and a clear 
top end. Like all the machines, it achieves 
genuinely CD-like noise levels, and a 
dynamic range which is difficult to tell from 
that of the digital format. If it has a weak spot 
at all it's in the stereo image, but you have to 
listen hard to hear it. 

Picture quality is first rate. Akai's tape­
sampling Intelligent HQ system pays off with 
outstanding colour fidelity and excellent 
resolution. Long Play (LP) recordings are 
more than acceptable for everyday timeshift 
use, while Standard Play (SP) recordings give 
a perfect still frame and good slow motion. 
This does deteriorate substantially on LP. 

The VS-G74 has an awful lot going for it­
good looks, ease of use, excellent audio and 
video performance, and the cheapest price 
of the group. Panel-mounted signal meters 
would make it an even better buy, but 

HITACHI VT-F150E 

T 
he compact VT-FtsoEis aimed at the 
plug-and-play market, where 
simplicity outweighs features. 
Everything is as uncomplicated as 

possible - shuttle controls operate without 
a separate enabling button, index search 
and intro scan are combined, and zero-stop 
is permanently (and irritatingly) switched on. 
it's not a crude machine -you get a child 
lock, one-touch timer recording (OTR) and, 
increasingly rare, hands-free slow motion 
playback- but it omits such esoterica as 
PDC, widescreen and NTSC playback. 

AV connectivity is the worst of the group, 
with just two SCART sockets and not a phono 
in sight. it requires a specialist AV amp or 
serious cable splitting to integrate it into a 
component-based system. There are no 
head phone or microphone sockets either, 
and although the front panel display has 
audio level meters, all you can do is gaze at 
them, as there's no level control. 

Setting up was remarkably straightforward 
and the slim, LeD-equipped handset's kiddie­
sized tape control buttons are, literally, easy to 
grasp. Opening the flip-lid reveals a Pandora's 
Box of much smaller buttons, bLit these are 
well labelled, and the on-screen menus are 
less crammed than most, mainly because they 
contain fewer options. 

· 
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Surprisingly, the VT­
Ftso£s sound quality is 
quite good.lt's a reserved, 
slightly dry sound, but 
clear, with well controlled 
bass and a good m id­
range, although the stereo 
image isn't as good as it 
might be. The auto-only 
level control doesn't seem to do any harm 
either, as noise and dynamic range are both 
well up to class standards. Nicam sound is 
one of the best in the group, with hardly any 
tendency towards sibilance and that same 
slightly reserved character which comes 
across as realism in comparison to the 
'movie theatre' feel of some other machines. 

Picture quality isn't outstanding. The 
resolution is good enough, but colour 
fidelity is marred by a noticeable hint of over­
vividness. No two-head VCR can match a 
four-head configuration for still-frame 
quality, although the VT-Ftso£s wobbles 
are less pronounced than the Mitsubishi's. 

If you want a VCR that's as easy to use as 
a microwave oven, this is for you. Its user­
friendliness does mean less flexibility 
though, and with its minimal connectivity it's 
definitely not for the ambitious system 
builder. Overall, the VT-FtsoEis just a bit too 

nevertheless it deserves a place on 
everybody's shortlist. 

Akai (UK) Ltd, Haslemere Heath row Estate, 
The Parkway, Hounslow, Middlesex 
TW8 6NQ. m 081-897 6388 

Verdict 

0 Good looks; ease of use; plenty of 
sockets; excellent performance. 

0 No panel-mounted level meters, 
but not much else. 

0£479.99 
Performance ••••o 
Value for money ••••• 

idiot proof for people who don't consider 
themselves idiots. 

Hitachi Sales UK Ltd, Hitachi House, Station 
Road, Ha yes, Middlesex UB3 4DR. 
m o81-849 2ooo 

0 A compact and easy to use machine; 
great for the kids. 

0 Bad connectivity; no level control; 
poor still frame. 

0£499.99 
Performance •••oo 
Value for money •••oo 



Nicam hi-fi VCRs 

MITSUBISHI M68 

A 
stylish, machine, the M68bristles 
with features. These range from 
jog/shuttle controls on front panel 
and handset, a tape remaining 

indicator and zero-stop rewind to a child 
lock, NTSC playback and even a feature 
which automatically selects LP recording 
mode if there isn't enough tape left for a 
timer event in SP- all good exchanges for 
the 'missing'16:9 capability and PDC. 

positioned) high 
frequencies and a bass 
which definitely comes 
out bigger than it goes in, 
slipping into outright 
boominess on discs such 
as Donald Fagan's lead­
booted Kamakiriad. That 
said it's not unpleasant, 

Lively sound but the Mitsubishi's fiddly to use. 

Connectivity is poor though; two SCART 
sockets but no back-panel phonos for audio 
leave a stark choice between a ph ono to 
SCART lead (and thus no satellite) or an ugly 
lash-up into the front-mounted connections. 
Both audio channels share a single level 
control with no automatic gain option, but you 
do get panel-mounted audio level meters. 

This wasn't a particularly easy machine to 
use. The podgy handset has a confusion of 
buttons but no LCD panel, forcing you to use 
TV screen menus for all setting and timer 
controls. Mitsubishi also seems to have a 
fetish about using the jog/shuttle ring for 
data input, which we found tricky. Just tuning 
in the TV presets was an arduous task. 

If you like a bright and confident sound, 
this could be the one for you. The M68s 
output is not so much coloured as slightly 
larger than life, with extra-bright (and extra-

and there's never a feeling that anything's 
been lost, least of all in dynamic range, 
which is extraordinary. 

After the CD tests we expected recordings 
from the slightly sibilant Nicam decoder to 
be completely over the top, but surprisingly 
the M68 showed restraint, ending up 
roughly where it started. As with all these 
machines, LP sound was indistinguishable 
from SP. 

The M68s picture quality is not 
outstanding, with a noticeable graininess on 
SP (although LP is good by class standards) 
and a slight tendency towards livid reds and 
yellows. Still frame is unacceptably wobbly, 
a symptom of the M68s two-head drum, 
although slow motion is fairly noise-free. 

The M68isn't really an audiophile's 
machine; Its features, connectivity and 
sound balance are all aimed at the home 
cinema market, although 

PHILIPSV838 

lack of widescreen capability compromises it 
there too. At £599.99 it's not the best choice 
for the audio-oriented buyer. 

Mitsubishi Electric UK Ltd, Travellers End, 
Hatfie/d, HertsALwBXB. e (0707) 276100 

Verdict 

0 A well-made machine; bright, 
confident sound. 

0 Poor connectivity; wobbly two-head 

still frame; not the easiest to use. 

0£599.99 
Performance •••oo 
Value for money •••oo 

T 
he 39cm deep, £6oo V838is loaded 
with features. lt packs basic goodies 
such as a tape remaining indicator 
and child lock, and advanced 

features like insert edit, PDC, NTSC playback 
and widescreen compatibility, as well as the 
bonuses of S-VHS playback (which gives 
watchable pictures) plus a built-in Teletext 
decoder which you can use to program the 
timer and record subtitles. 

There's no zero-stop 
function either and, worst 
of all, it zeroes the elapsed 
time counter every time 
you enter rewind or fast 
forward, destroying the 
whole point of the feature. 
Overall, it's a very difficult 
machine to deal with. 

Recordings come alive with the Philips VB38. 

Connectivity is fine, with two SCARTS 
plus input and output audio phonos on the 
back panel, and audio and video phono 
inputs on the front. The V838also sports 
sockets and level controls for head phone 
and microphone and separate left and right 
audio level controls. A rather strange, 
eliptically-shaped level meter lives on the 
backlit LCD display panel. 

Although the remote handset has big, 
shape-coded buttons for basic tape control, 
and well-spaced smaller ones for secondary 
functions, the V838s operating methods are 
rather idiosyncratic.lt's not immediately 
obvious how to turn it on; the OTR timer 
function doesn't let you enter a stop time; 
there's no record-pause capability for 
eliminating adverts, and the machine 
switches itself off while you're watching a 
broadcast via yourTV's video channel. 

Unruly it may be, but the V838gives a 
very good sound, with an exceptionally clear 
stereo image, excellent dynamic range, 
accurate bass and crystal-clear top end. 
There's a tinge of harshness in the mid­
range, but an underlying sense of realism 
makes the recording genuinely come alive. 
Nicam decoding is similarly good, especially 
in fine high frequency detail, where it audibly 
outperformed the competition. One slight 
drawback is the machine's relatively high 
mechanical noise level. 

Picture quality isn't so hot; it's detailed, 
but a bit grainy and over-enthusiastic on 
primary colours. LP recordings stand up 
better against class averages than SP, as 
does the LP's still frame, which is actually 
steadier than the SP version. 

Whereas the Hitachi is slightly too idiot­
proof, the Phi lips is so obtusely 
sophisticated that it will make you feel like 

an idiot.lt sounds great though, so you 
mightjust want to brave it. 

Philips Consumer Electronics Ltd. City 
House, 420-430 London Road, Croydon, 
SurreyCR9 3QR. e 081-689 2166 

Verdict 

0 Very good sound; packed with 
goodies- including Teletext. 

0 Indifferent picture quality; poor 
useability. 

0£599.99 
Performance •••oo 
Value for money ••ooo 
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'·· ,_, .. Nicam hi-fi VCRs 

SHARP VCH90HM 

L 
ike the Hitachi VT-F150Ethe Sharp 
VCHgois compact and designed for 

ease of use. Based around a 
fashionable mid-mounted deck, it 

offers an integral head cleaner, NTSC 
playback and PDC as well as the more basic 
child lock, zero stop, index search and OTR 
(all well implemented), but omits widescreen 
compatibility and, more seriously, a tape 
remaining indicator and any form of 
jog/shuttle control. it makes up for the latter 
with hands-free slow motion (forward play 
only) and a repeat play function for endlessly 
watching that crucial goal. 

it also has a good set of sockets too; two 
SCARTS and audio phonos on the back, plus 
audio/video phonos on the front, although 
there's no head phone or microphone 
connection. There's no audio level control 
either, despite the front-panel meters. 

Basic operation is easy, helped by a 
comfortable and well designed handset. 
Surprisingly, the VCHgooffers no on-screen 
displays, and the handset doesn't remember 
the timer events you've programmed, 
forcing you to squint at the front panel in the 
old-fashioned way. 

After listening to the more enthusiastic­
sounding machines, we were in two minds 
about the Sharp's audio output- was it 

SONYSLV-E7 

T 
he £499 Sony is something of a cross­
breed.lt has a mid-drive and is 
simplified like the Sharp, but with the 
imposing bulk of the Phi lips as well as 

some of its advanced features and qui rki ne ss. 

faithful and uncoloured, or 
just a bit dull? In the end we 
settled on the downbeat 
opinion. The frequencies 
and dynamics are all there 
but there's a lifelessness 
about the presentation. But 
this is just a marginal effect 
on a video which is among 
the best at giving back exactly what it receives. 
The Nicam character matches the recording 
system; it's accurate but rather sober. 

The mid-mounted deck supposedly 
improves picture quality by reducing vibration 
and the VCHgds is admirably grain free. it's 
also slightly over-processed, with artificially 
hardened edges combined with a lack of detail 
on solid areas such as skin. Colour fidelity is 
basically good, although our machine had 
terrible trouble resolving deep reds and blues. 
SP still frames are perfect, and LP ones are 
fairly good too; this is a good machine for 
running your own slow-motion replays. 

Sharp offers a better version of the user­
friendly concept than Hitachi, with good 
connectivity, a more sensible stripping­
down of complex functions, and better all­
round video performance, although the lack 
of on-screen displays makes timer 
management more fiddly. 

an OTR which insists on 
starting immediately, most 
of the features are well 
thought out. 

If you like a diligent sound and simple 
controls, it's well worth a look. 

Sharp Electronics (UK) Ltd, Sharpware 
House, Thorpe Road, Newton Heath, 
Manchester M10 98£. a 061-205 2333 

Verdict 

0 Easy to use; sounds accurate; good 
all-round performance. 

0 No tape remain indicator, shuttle 
search or on-screen displays. 

0£499.99 
Performance ••••o 
Value for money •••oo 

The feature list is equally mixed- NTSC 
playback (with hi-fi sound) but not wide­
screen, a good index search but no zero stop, 
hands-free slow motion and shuttle rings (on 
panel and handset) but no jog dial. There's 
no tape remaining display either, just a vague 
on-screen 'empty-full' indicator. Video Plus 
and PDC aren't provided, although the latest 
model of the £sso £8has them. 

The E7gives a strong, 
fairly warm sound, with 
good detailing and 
powerful dynamics. 
However, on the CD 

Sony E7 offers brilliant picture quality, so-so sound. 

Connectivity is poor, with just a single 
SCARTand audio out phonos on the back, 
plus audio/video phonos in on the front, 
awkwardly sited to make you leave the front 
panel folded down when they're in use. Audio 
signal management is even worse, with no 
level control and no meter. Head phone and 
microphone sockets are also absent. 

Stop/start and fast winding controls are 
integrated into the bulky handset rotary 
shuttle dial, which seems weird at first, but 
soon becomes familiar. Without Video Plus 
you're back in the step-by-step world of timer 
programming, but dedicated date, start and 
stop time buttons- plus a good on-screen 
display- make it fairly painless. Apart from 
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recordings some of the higher frequency 
elements were not entirely correct, seeming 
relocated and just a bit over-bright. The 
problem occurred mainly on delicate 
passages, the E7seeming more at home 
with heavyweight material such as the end 
of the Beethoven Ninth. The Nicam decoder 
gives a fine, clear performance, which the 
tape system responds to very well. 

it's when the screen lights up though that 
the Sony shows its true mettle. Picture quality 
is absolutely outstanding, like something from 
a different, semi-professional class. Grain is 
virtually zero, colours are uncannily like the 
originals, and not even the reddest of jerseys 
unbalances it. LP picture quality is very high 
too- at times it's difficultto distinguish from 
SP- and still frames are perfect. 

The Sony E7has poor connectivity, a 
mixed bag of features and sound which, 
though perfectly respectable, isn't quite up 

with the best of the bunch. If you value 
picture quality though, nothing can beat it. 

SonyConsumerProducts Ltd, Sony House, 
South Street, Stoines, Middlesex TW18 4PF. 
Zo81-784 1144 

Verdict 

0 Reasonably easy to use; good 
sound; brilliant picture quality. 

0 Awkward socketry; some useful 
features missing. 

0£499.99 
Performance ••••o 
Value for money ••••o 



Nicam hi-fi VCRs 

Conclusions, best buys 
and recommendations 

W 
ill a hi-fiVCR save you the cost of a 

DAT, MD or DCC deck? Probably not 

if you're really serious about digital 

recording, although purists may see 

advantages in the VCR's high-bandwidth 

analogue technology over the compression 

systems which ultimately limit the fidelity 

of the more recent digital recording formats. 

For most people though, a good VCR, which 

you may well buy anyway, provides a useful 

extra tape facility with more than 

respectable results. 

Least a udiophile-friendly of the test 

machines is the Hitachi VT-F150E, which is 

aimed at the kids-and-movies family market. 

Its complete lack of dedicated audio sockets 

and controls make it difficult to integrate into 

even a basic audio plus 1V system, and 

performance, though respectable, is in no 

way outstanding. At the price, there are 

plenty of alternatives that are better 

equipped. 

More suitably socketed the Philips V838 

may be, but it's so awkward to use that we 

would seriously advise a hands on trial 

before purchase. Sound quality is good, but 

its picture is indifferent, and at £600 it's not 

exactly cheap. 

The Mitsubishi M68 isn't a paragon of user­

friendliness either, although it's certainly not 

as bad as the Philips. It has poor connectivity 

and distinctly average picture performance, 

although its bright and confident sound is 

bound to appeal to some tastes. 

For a compact, easy to use deck, with a 

reserved but accurate sound quality and very 

good overall picture performance, the Sharp 

VCH90HM is a good bet. Its basic connectivity 

and features are fine, altl1ough you do miss 

out on head phones, microphone and the 

very useful tape remaining indicator. 

The imposing Sony SLV-E7makes a bad 

first impression with its awkwardly-sited 

front panel inputs and stingy single SCART. 

It also shows a degree ofPhilips-style 

eccentricity in its controls. Switch on the 1V 

though and its trump card stares you in the 

face- a picture quality that's simply in a 

different class. Sound is in the top division 

too, and as a superb all-round audio-visual 

performer at a competitive price it earns a 

Recommended flag, although you might 

also want to consider its big brother, t11e 

£550 Video Plus-€quipped SLV-ES. 

For an all-round Best Buy tlwugh, t11e clear 

winner is the Akai VS-G74. Excellent 

connectivity, very good ease of use, first class 

sound and a picture quality second only to 

the Sony's make this a superb package for 

audio and video applications alike. As a 

bonus, it's also the cheapest of the group. 

Best Buy and Recommended models 
BEST BUY 
The Akai VS-G74 has the best all-round package of 

connectivity, convenience and performance, beaten 

only by the Sony's studio-quality 

picture. Nothing can beat it on sound. 

As the cheapest of the group, it 

represents outstanding value. 

RECOMMENDED 
You can forgive the Sony SLV-E7 anything for it's 

marvellous picture quality. Connectivity is in the just­

get-by class, but the sound's very good, and 

it's competitively priced. 

BEST OF THE REST 
The £soo-£6oo bracket represents the 

top of the standard VHS Nicam VCR 

market. Beyond this point you're into 

S-VHS territory, which is mainly of 

interest to camcorder and video editing 

enthusiasts and offers no practical improvement 

in sound quality. Competition in the under £6oo 

region is fierce though, so there's plenty of choice. 

Panasonic has a reputation for top-quality construction and performance in its VHS 

products, and at £529 its Video Plus­

decoding. JVC's HR-088o is also £529 

and adds PDC to Video Plus, but has poor, SCART­
only socketry, although its picture and sound are fine. 

equipped NV-HDwoB is 

competitively priced, 

coming complete with 

NTSC playback and a 4-

head drum for good still 

frames, and a picture 

quality to rival that of the 

Sony f7combined with 
crystal-clear Nicam 

Better equipped is Toshiba's V813B, with phonos as well as twin SCARTS, a fine 

all-rounder with good performance at £529. The most interesting alternative of all though is 

the Akai VS-G64, a junior 

model to our Best Buy 

G74. You lose PDC, 

jog/shuttle and front­

mounted phonos, but 
the picture and sound 
quality are the same 

and the price is a very 

reasonable £380. 
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We line up four of the latest pre/ power amplifier teams, 

roughly around and about the £1,ooo mark, for Chris 

Thomas to put on trial. Not content with this major 

grilling we got another two pairs of ears - in the shape of 

Jason Kennedy and Rob Tribe - to put forward their views 

on these grand combinations. 

66 Hi-Fi Choice June 1994 

T 
he chances are that anyone who 

considers spending over a thou­

sand pounds on separate pre and 

power amplifiers is going to be serious 

about music. The four amplifiers we 

have here compete in a strongly con­

tested area of the market. TI1ey are 

aimed at those who are moving from 

an integrated amplifier or a budget 

prejpower combination to something 

more powerful and, hopefully, more 

musically satisfYing. 

The Rote! RC-990BX preamplifier and 

the RB-990BX nower amnlifier will set 



you back £1,250 while the Harmanf 

Kardon AP2500 and PA2400 duo is 

£1,400. Magnum can supply its MP 125 

preamplifier along with two mono MF 

125 power amplifiers for £900, and for 

£1,300 Musical Fidelity could provide 

you with the same configuration con­

sisting of the Preamplifier 8 and two MA 

65 power amps. 

Quoted power outputs can be a mis­

leading yardstick of an amplifier's vol­

ume capability, but for the record. the 

Musical Fidelity offers 65 watts. while 

the MOSFET equipped Magnums can 

deliver 120 watts. HarmanjKardon 

gives its PA2400s a similar rating but 

reckons on a generous 340 watts in 

bridged mode. Not to be outdone in the 

power stakes. Rote! considers the RB-

990BX good for 200 watts.All the figures 

are into eight ohms. 

For any of these amplifiers to 

perform with distinction they must be 

coupled to source components of the 

highest quality. They will also need 

loudspeakers which can resolve all the 

detail and string it together in a 

musical way. 

All listening tests were carried out 

with aNaim CDSCD player to assess the 

line level performance while the 

phono inputs were given a severe work­

out by my Linn LP12 fitted with a Naim 

ARO arm and Lyra Clavis moving coil 

cartridge. and driven by a Naim 

Armageddon power supply. The 

loudspeakers used in the test were 

Audio Note AN-js and my own Naim 

SBLs. Both are capable of providing an 

excellent window into the music and 

neither present a particularly severe 

load to the amplifier. The speaker cable 

was Naim NAC-AS. 

CONSTRUCTION 
Harman/Kardon 
Magnum 
Musical Fidelity 
Rote! 

It's not hard to tell which of these 

amplifiers are Japanese made. The 

HarmanjKardon and the Rote! show 

similarities in their cosmetic appear-

Whypre/poweramplifiers? 

B 
y splitting the pre and power sections of a stereo amplifier, the electronics designer can 

separate the circuitry that handles the switching and processing of low-level input 

signals from the muscular, speaker driving end of the amplifier. The increase in available 

space means that circuit board topography, track widths and general component layout can be 

radically improved, and any interactive problems between the two stages eliminated. 

Transformer fields can cause havoc with preamplifier circuitry, but this configuration liberates 

the designer to optimise the power supplies of both sides of the amplifier to the full. This is 

where the real art of audio design comes into play. 

Many feel that it is ultimately the quality of the power supply that makes or breaks an 

amplifier, giving it the ability to realise the full dynamic content of the music- or not. Incoming 

transient signals cause the preamplifier to make insistent demands on its supply by very rapidly 

calling for constantly varying levels of power. This is mimicked by the power amplifier which will 

need an equally fast rate and depth of response to do the heavy work of moving the loudspeaker 

drivers and overcoming their associated impedance problems. Integrated amplifiers invariably 

suffer from the limitations of cramming all the components into one box and sharing out the 

demands of the two sections from a relatively insubstantial power supply. 

The separates approach also offers greater flexibility for future upgrades. Power amplifiers 

can be doubled up or a better preamplifier easily incorporated. A few manufacturers have 

structured their whole product range around this concept and it is worth examining the potential 

for upgrading when considering any separates combination. 

ance. the way they are built. and the 

facilities each has to offer. 

The Rote! RC-990BX preamplifier 

houses a massive toroidal transformer 

which supplies two large. well laid out 

circuit boards. The HarmanjKardon 

features a much smaller, non-toroidal 

design. Wiring is neater in the Rote! 

though there is not much of it 

visible. Both power amplifiers show 

equal commitment to available 

voltage, sporting shielded toroidal 

transformers the size of a medium 

saucepan. The casework is a little more 

solid on the Rote!. 

layout of the preamplifier is impressive. 

Although I am always being told that size 

isn'timportant,l couldn't help butwon­

derif that toroidal transformer was not 

a little small for the job. 

The Magnum has the unmistakable 

look of the small British manufacturer 

about it.TI1e black high-gloss finish and 

panellegendsarenotreallyupto scratch 

for an amplifier of this price and the 

rather ugly screw heads that protrude 

where the case meets the chassis don't 

support the image of a high quality 

product. Internally, though, the 

Magnum goes some way to redeeming 

itself as the single custom-made board 

I am 

always 

being 

told that 

size isn't 

impor­

tant ... 

After the relative simplicity of the 

other three, the construction of the 

Musical Fidelity combination is 

complexity itself.111is is due, I 

suspect, to the fact that the 

MA 65s utilise the 

whole of their heavy 

corrugated top as a 

heat sink 

Each case is made 

up from six very well 

fitted pieces to give the 

amplifier a rather slimline, 

classic look which is further 

enhanced by the high quality 

chrome featured on thefrontpanel. 

Internal wiring is neat, though 

the preamp has no internal 

transformer- its power being 

supplied by an external 

30 volt supply. 

MU51CAL FIOEU 
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pre/power amplifiers 

FACILITIES 
Harman/Kardon ••••• 

Magnum 
Musical Fidelity 
Rote I 

As might be expected, the Japanese 

amplifiers have easily the most to offer 

here. Both include separate record and 

replay switching so one source can be 

recorded while listening to another. 

The Rote! RC-990BX has the added 

attraction of remote operation for vol­

ume and muting, though not input 

selection. It offers five line inputs includ­

ing two tape recorder send and returns, 

and a phono section which may be 

switched for MM or MC cartridges. To 

enhance versatility further, it provides 

two parallel outputs for power amplifi­

er connection. 

The Harman/Kardon AP2500 pream­

plifiergoes one line input better and fea­

tures a tape copying facility for two 

cassette decks. The PA2400 power amp 

incorporates a couple of extra features. 

It can be used in straight stereo mode or 

as part of a dual mono installation at the 

flick of a rear mounted switcl1. H/K does 

not recommend the use of four ohm 

speakers in this configuration. however. 

There is also an auto-standbycircuit, 

switchableattherear, which 
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The mighty 
Rotel has the 
power, but has it 
got the finesse? 

Musical Fidelity's 
combination 
charmed our 

reviewers. 

circuitry if no incoming signal is 

detected for two minutes. While the use 

of this facility is not recommended to 

those seeking ultimate sound quality, 

it's quite a handy option for the more 

relaxed user. I must also mention the 

speaker connections provided by the 

PA2400. These have been designed to 

comply with IEC 65 (a Brussels directive) 

whicl1means that they cannot accept a 

4mm plug and offer only a rather flimsy 

and awkwardly arranged binding post 

system. Theoretically all amps will be 

like this by 1996 if nothing is done to 

halt theEE C's 

crusade for 

the Magnum is a model of 

simplicity. It has five line inputs but no 

provision for phono cartridges. I am 

told by the distributor that this is in 

response to foreign customers who 

regard vinyl as a distant memory. 

Apparently a phono stage can be 

provided, but at extra cost. The MP 125 

preamplifier provides for off-tape mon­

itoring and was the only amplifier to 

include a useful mono switch. 

Musical Fidelity has equipped its 

Preamp 8 with four line inputs and a 

tape recorder loop with full monitor­

ing. It also has a switchable MM or MC 

phono stage. The rest is as minimal as 

the Magnum, though somewhat better 

built. It certainly has the best 'feel' of 

the group and should have enough 

in pu t versatility to sa tiszymost systems. 

SOUND QUALITY 
Harman/Kardon 
Magnum 
Musical Fidelity 
Rote I 

Though facilities are certainly wor­

thy of consideration, I would imag­

ine that this is the category that 

interests most potential owners of 

these amplifiers. Let's begin by saying 

that they all improve after several 

hours running in. Rote! actually men­

tions an 'ageing' period for the ALPS 

volume control and selector switches 

ofl 00 hours. so I left them all switched 

on for four days before listening. 



T11e Rote) combination oozes power 

whatever the input and delivers at 

lightning speed, but compact disc lis­

tening revealed insufficient control 

over instrumentation.TI1ere is a lack of 

sparkle to the music as if the treble has 

been softened and rounded off. 

l11e characteristic impact of a stick 

striking a cymbal is never realistically 

produced in all its metallic splendour, 

nor does it have enough projection to 

force the instrument from the speakers 

and into your living room. This is not 

helped by a midband that, while res­

ol utelyfirm and centralised, needs to be 

far more expansive and open. Low level 

detail suffers too, the amplifier sound­

ing congested and somewhat imprecise. 

T11e MC phono input was also disap­

pointing. Vocals are way over-com­

pressed, though easy to understand. 

Again there was a flattening of perspec­

tivesand a soft, tubbywam1th to the low 

end as the amp sn-uggled for a firm lead­

ing edge to grab hold of. Stereo image 

was less impressive than the CD input, 

being generally smeared and lacking 

instability. 

The Harman/Kardon combination 

sounded positively eager after the 

Rotel. TI1rough its MC phono input it 

seems to thrust its way through the 

music, and is able to utilise its great 

power to the advantage of individual 

instruments and vocals, as opposed to 

generating out and out volume. It has 

projection and takes on an awfi.IIlot at 

the bottom end, where it is full bodied 

and positively excessive at times. 

The mid band and treble are some­

what leaner tonally and really quite 

detailed, though a little detached from 

the bass. This lack of overall integration 

of balance is the amplifier's biggest 

failing when using the phono input. 

Using compact discs introduced a 

different side to its character. It's still 

pushy but it becomes forward and 

brash.T11ere is plenty of detail but it is 

a little blurred around the edges, 

almost as if the input level is clipping 

slightly. I am sure that this cannot be 

the case technically, as the input must 

have been designed with 

The Rotel 

combin­

ation 

oozes 

power 

whatever 

the input. 

The Japanese 
H/Ks proved to 
be lively and 
effusive. 

adequate overload margins, but the 

subjective feeling remained. 

The Magnum amplifiers offer an 

immediately dry, tight and stiff sound. 

They too are quite pushy, especially in 

the bass where they have bags of guts, 

adequate extension, drive, and 

quite reasonable control. It is a 

well balanced combination 

tonally and portrays 

low level detail and 

ambient information 

without undue strain or 

fuss, though it is a little cool 

in comparison with the 

Musical Fidelity and never 

achieves quite the same expan­

siveness of image. Through the 

Naim SBLs in particular there was a ten­

dency for the amplifier to accentuate 

any instrument or vocal tl1at was cen­

tre-mixed and leave the rest in the 

wings. It is reasonably detailed though 

somewhat rough around the edges. 

l11e Musical Fidelity is the most com­

plete and balanced amplifier here. Its 

tonal balance is somewhat on the soft 

side but remains fairly neu­

tral and vice-free 

- regardless of 

input. CD listening 

gives a very differ­

ent view of the 

world to either the 

Rotel or the Harman/ 

Kardon. The sound is 

never as big and it 

seems a little bass 

light, probably due to 

its lower power output. 

Vocals can appear si igh t­

ly synthetic and there is a 

lack of real 'cut' to high 

frequencies. But it is, 

under most conditions, an 

easy and relaxed amplifier 

with an almost liquid mid-

band that's quite happy to 

bop along, whatever the music. 

l11e amplifier is a little too polite 

when it comes to hard rock and though 

it generally deals with leading edges 

assuredly, it struggles with truly hard, 

ferocious boogying. 
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VERDICT 
Harman/Kardon 

Magnum 

Musical Fidelity 

Rotel 

A straight split emerged here between 

the British amplifiers and those made 

in]apan.TI1e Rote!, for all its fine build 

quality, facilities and tremendous 

power, does not cut the ice musically. 

This is strange when you consider how 

good some of its smaller amplifiers are 

and that, of all the Japanese manufac­

turers operating in this country, it 

seemed one of the most likely to come 

up with something exciting. I am sure 

that it measures like a dream in the lab­

oratory, but out in the real world there 

is scope for improvement. 

The HarmanfKardon is not a bad 

amplifier at all. It too has bags of facili­

ties butsufferswhenyoulookhard into 

the music. It lacks the fine resolving 

power and dynamic freedom that 

allows the music to flow. It is also way 

too expensive, though this may be a 

reflection of the immense power it can 

produce on demand. 

The Magnum is a four-square design 

that offers good value for money. If it 

was more refined musically, and had a 

better look, feel and marketing budget, 

it would probably sell very much 

better in this country. As it is, most 

Magnums are shipped Eastwards. 

I found the Musical Fidelity to be the 

most enjoyable amplifier to listen 

to out of this group of four. It 

does not have tremendous 

power, nor is it the most 

detailed amplifier you will 

find at the price. But it looks 

good and feels good, has a very 

relaxed and inoffensive way of 

going about its business 

and, though not a 

g 0 0 

value. 

Pre/power amps: a second opinion 

A
s a counterpoint to Chris' findings, 

Rob Tribe and I spent a day listening 

to this group of amps back at chez 

Kennedy. We kicked off with the Rotel pair.lt 

sounded competent if uninspiring, with solid 

bass and a generally neutral balance. Further 

listening didn't improve matters however; a 

degree of crudeness was revealed that 

smothered low level detail and restricted 

colour and life. Timing and resolution were 

obviously limited. 

Next up was the hefty Harman/Kardon 

pair. We used the -todB input attenuation 

option with CD as this is said to increase 

headroom with high level inputs. After the 

Rotel, this combo sounded refreshing and 

lively with better timing and plenty of 

energy, especially at low frequencies. 

On the whole we liked the H/Ks better than 

Chris, though they were a trifle 'in your face'. 

With speakers like the NaimSBLs, this aspect 

would have been more obvious. But their 

ability to inject depth and shape was quite 

appealing. Timing was reasonable, as was 

resolution, though when the going got tough 

with COs the sound had a tendency to clog up. 

The amps are a little inclined to sound 'busy', 

which passes for 

energy 

with simpler material but is less attractive 

with denser music. 

The Magnum 'bricks' were a stark contrast 

to the effusive H /Ks. Relaxed and 

understated seemed to be the most 

pertinent adjectives for a combination that 

was never going to lose control. Equally, it's 

not likely to get you dancing around the 

living room. We both found the Magnums 

lacking in life. High frequencies in particular 

seemed reluctant to shine which robbed 

notes of their leading edges and the music of 

its impetus. Then again, you could listen to 

these amps all day with most sources 

without fear of ear ache. 

With the Musical Fidelity it seemed that 

we'd saved the best till last. This shiny combo 

was physically and aurally the hottest of the 

bunch.lt managed to combine decent clarity, 

good timing and a degree of three 

dimensionality that the assembled 

competition had difficulty in matching.lt does 

have shortcomings, as one would expect at the 

price, but these are disguised by a lively yet 

controlled balance that makes the most of 

both vinyl and CD. Timing was probably the 

clearest reason for this amp's superiority. Very 

entertaining and almost hot enough to 

barbecue your veggie burgers on. 

)ason Kennedy 

The Magnums 
may look stark 
but offer good 
value for money. 
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Technics, TDK, T horens, Wessex, Whartedale, Yamaha. 

Ask about FREE delivery & FREE installation 
11-12 M arket Place, Reading• Tel: 0734 583730 
18 King Street, Maidenhead' Tel: 0628 73420 
Princess Square, Bracknell' Tel: 0344 424556 
4 Priory Road, High Wycombe Tel: 0494 535910 
62 North Brook Street, Newbury Tel: 0635 32474 
12a Park Square, Luton• Tel: 0582 459915 

*DEMONSTRATION ROOMS 

C.F. LAKE 
FOR BETTER HI-FI 

IN THE THAMES VALLEY 
Agents for: 

TECHNICS, KENWOOD, ROTEL, 
NAK AMICHI, B&W, MORDAUNT SHORT, 

SONY, PANASONIC, MITSUBISHI, PHILIPS, 
AIWA, J.V.C., WHARFEDALE, INF INITY 

FREE DELIVERY • DEM ROOMS AT* 
252/254 High Street, Slough SL 1 1 BN 

117/119 Oxford Road, High Wycombe HP11 2DN 

9 Market Street, Aylesbury HP20 2PN 

11 West Street, Marlow, Bucks SL7 2LF 

83 High Street, Maidenhead, Berks SL6 1JX 
20 Chequer Street, St. AI bans, Herts AL 1 3YD 

H.C. WHEA TLANDS 
85-89 Chiswick High Road, London W4 2EF 

CUMBRIA 

(0753) 538288' 

(0494) 528605' 

(0296) 25119' 

(0628) 483555 
(0628) 77861 t 

(0727) 834046' 

(081) 994 2464 

Demos and Part Exchange Welcome 
6 ABBEY STREET, CARLISLE 46756 

HiFi CHOICE 
IJOUr no. 1 9-uide to 

hu1J.in9 Hi Fi 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 

...... r=-�=-o�U-N_D_ 
ALLERY 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE'S 
PREMIER HI-FI DEALER 
Arcam, Denon, Linn Products, Nairn Audio, 

Meridian, Rotel, Yamaha, NAD, Quad, Tripod, 
Nakamichi, Rega, Creek, Epos, Mordaunt Short, 

Celestion, Mar antz, Mission, Cyrus, etc . 

65 Castle Street, High Wycombe, 
Buckinghamshire. 

Open Monday- Saturday 

0494 531682 I 464670 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE 

University Audio 
MAIN AGENTS FOR: 

LINN • ATC • MERIDIAN • QUAD 
• ROTEL • DENON • B&O • etc 

3DEMOROOMS 

TELEPHONE: 0223 354237 
FACSIMILE: 0223 322079 

CHESHIRE 

ARCAM • MERIDIAN • MISSION • 
CYRUS • AUDJOCAB • B & W • 

NAKAMICHI • AURA • DENON • 
QUAD • Y AMAHA • 

KEF • MARANTZ • 

SPECIALISTS 

WEST STREET • A LDERLEY EDGE • PLUS HOME CINEMA • 
CHESHIRE • TEL 0625 582704 • 
INTEREST FREE CREDIT • DISCOUNT CD & TAPE • BADA 

EDINBURGH 

RUSS ANDREWS HI- FI 

34 Northumberland Street, Edinburgh. 
Telephone: 031 5571672 

Linn. Naim. Rega, A ream. Rote!. Maramz, 

Nakamichi, Quad. Creek, Yamaha. 

Demonstrations. 

Ooen 10.5.30. Mon-Fri, 10-5pm Sat. 

ESSEX 

J�hew � Osborne 
Akai • Alphason • Arcam* • B&\V • Ban!! & 0\ufsen I Bose I Celestion • 

Dual • Hannan Kardon • Kenwood • Quad' • Maramz • Mordaum-Shon • 

NAD • Nakamichi* • Pioneer • Ruark • Sony •ll'harfedale • Yamaha • 

• l:."pping and Saffron \Valtlen only 
148 HIGH STREET • EPPING • TEL: (0992) 57m2 

26 KI�G STREET, SAFFRON WALDEN • ESSEX • TEL: (0799) 5237l8 
70 SOUTH STREET BISIIDr'S STORTFORD • HERTS • TEL: 102791 656-lOI 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE 

Hatcft,nsons 
TV • VIDEO • HI-FI 

295 High Street, Cheltenham GLSO 3HL 
Telephone: 0242 573 012 

Al\XIA, CELESTION, DUAL, KEN WOOD, 
MARANTZ, PIONEER, SENNHEISER, 

TECHNICS, WHARFDALE. 
FREE INSTALLATION SERVICE Dept 

GREATER MANCHESTER 

............ - F=". � c:::> ..__. 
c:::::: � ......... � -
� F=" F=" c:::> F=l: ..::::::::Jt! 
...... c:> t  t c::> · · � · � r.  t <:>  

EQLJIPIVIENT BV ABSC>LUTE SC>LJNDS, 
AUDIC> INNC>VATIC>NS. SLJGDEN. 

lrv'IF"l.JLSE, rv'IICHEL, AC>KSAN, 

PINK TRIANGLE. THIEL, 

ACCLJPHASE. C::C>LJNIEAPC>INT. 

SONIC FRONTIERS ETC. 

By eppol.,tm-.-.t only 

HAMPSHIRE 

HEREFORDSHIRE 

CYRUS CENTRE 
PINK TRIANGLE • AUDION • SYSTEfv!DEK • HEYBimOK 

MICI-!1 • KEF • REFERENCE • MICROMEGA • NAKAMICHI 

CI·IORD • ARCAM • MUSICAL FIDELITY • RDGERS • NAD 

ROTEL • DENON • TANNOY • MARANTZ • EXPOSUHE • rvllSSION 
• STA,\ • DUAL • TDL • ALBAlmY • JPW • CELESriON • LXOS 
SME • RUAIU\ • rvJOHI • AUDIO TECHNICA • AND OTI-!ERS 

MONDAY-SATURDAY10-6 � 95 WIIITECROS.'i ROAH, HEREFORD, � 
IIR4 ODG. TELEPHONE 0432 355081 � 

HIGHLANDS 

• MISSION • DENON • ROTEL • PIONEER • SONY • KEF • 
• TEAC • WHARFEDALE • CELESTION • JAMO • 

LISTENING FACILITIES AVAILABLE 
FOR ALL THE BEST IN HI-Ft 

Contact: 
THE MUSIC STATION 49 Chur-ch Street, Inverness. Tel: (0463) 225523 
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HERTFORDSHIRE 

Aiwa, Arcam, Aura, Bose, B&W, Canon, Cerwin Vega, 
Denon, jamo, JPW, Ken wood. Marantz, Mission, 

NAD, Philips, Pioneer, Rogers, Rolel. Sennheiser, 
Tannoy, Target, Technics, Thorens, Wharfedale. 

O% CREDIT AVAILABLE • FREE LOCAL DELIVERY 
12 YEARS SOUND ADVICE LASERDJSC 

FRIENDLY PROFESSIONAL ADVICE 
WATFORD (0923) 226 169 

15 CHARTER PLACE, HIGH STREET. WATFORD 

HUMBERSIDE 

Lend us your ears and 
we'll blow your mind .. 
Audio Innovations, B & W, Celestion, Cyrus, 

Denon, Kenwood, Kef, Marantz, Michell, 
Mission, Meridian, Mordaunt-Short, NAD, 

Nakamichi, Philips, Pioneer, Panasonic, Quad, 
Rote I, Sony, Tannoy, Technics, Wadia 

and more. 

Audition the very best at South Humberside's prem1er Hi-Fi dealer ... 

2-4 EDWARD STREET (Off Pasture St.) 
GRIMSBY. TEL: (0472) 351391 

IRELAND 

We Never Compromise On Quality 
"' Classe � 

l.\ Ql Ill s ; 
\ -G' 

").., .o 
��,,.Ill !'�'! ... � 

..... 
55 Main St Blackrock Co Dublin Tel 2889449/2888477 

Fax 2834887 - Open Tue/Sat 10am-6pm. Thur/Fri 'till 9pm 
Closed Monday 

KENT 

KIMBERLEY HI FI 
A Sound Investment 

SEPERATE DEMONSTRATION ROOM 
BRANDS STOCKED: DENO/\ TECH/\ICS KENWOOD AIWA NAD DUAL 
WHAFEDALE MISSION )JARA!\TL SPKS TANNOY CASTLE MO�ITOR 

A
5Ug�oT�

E
��������::���G�1����E�

T
��� ���� • 

L·\RGF: RANGE OF ICE 1.\'C PIO�EER. PA\ASO;\'IC & JVC, KENWOOD. ETC 
193 BROADWAY, BEXLEYHEATH, KENT 

Telephone: 081 304 3272 

m ELECTRICAL 
DISCOUNT 
CENTRE 

SALES & SERVICE 

jamo M PIONEER 
......... -•z· 

Technics 
.JVC ALU 

plus many more ... 
BRANCHES AT 

The Broadway. 

Bexelyheath, Kent. 

Tel: (081) 298 7880. 

Fax: (0474) 535 937 

138 Pelharn Rd. 

Gravesend. Kent 

Tel: (0474) 326600 

(0474) 569601 

LINCOLNSHIRE 

�� /I I 17 BRIDGE STREET SAXILBY 
Tf O tlaaf! /; /lJ({t O NR LINCOLN LN12PZ 

{/ TEL (05221702834 
AGENTS FOR: ATC, A VI, CHORD AMPS, HARBETH, 

KINSHAW, LFD, MIC HELL, ORIGIN LIVE, 
ORTOFON, PROJECT, QED, ROYD, SANSUI, 

SEQUENCE, SONICLINK, THORENS, ETC 
DEMONSTRATIONS BY APPOINTMENT 

HOME TRIALS FACILITIES • INTEREST FREE CREDIT 

LANCASHIRE 

� ftj-FI SP&CIAUK 
MONITOR I TECHNICS I SONY I PIONEER SOUND I PANASONIC I KENWOOD I DUAL 
I AIWA I CASTLE I QUAD IB&W I MARANTZ 
I SPENDOR I THORENS I ARCAM I ROTEL 
I WHARFEDALE I DENON I YAMAHA I TANNOY 
I PHILIPS CD I CELESTION I ROGERS 
I MORDAUNT SHORT I MONITOR AUDIO I JPW 
I TDL I AND MANY MORE 
• BIG DISCOUNT • TWO YEAR GUARANTEE ON HI-F I • 
• FREE HOME INSTALLATION • EXCELLENT COMPARATOR 
DEMONSTRATI ONS • PRIVATE LISTENING ROOM • 

CHORLEY (0257) 271935 
54 CHAPEL STREET, CHORLEY 

LEICESTERSHIRE 

LONDON 

WELCOME TO LONDON'S MOST 
EXCITING SPECIALIST Hi-Fi STORE 

5000 · of basement shc>wrc>an;>s with 8 Listening Rooms 

Open until 
7pm every 
weekday 

A BADA 

Worldwide 
Personal 

Exports 

27 BOND STREET, EALING W5 t!: 081 567 8703 
ACOUSTIC ENERGY, AUDIO INNOVATIONS, AUDIOlAB, AUR.\ 8&0, B&W, CANON, 

CASTlE, GYRUS, DENON, DUA� EVOlUTION, JPW, KEF, MARANTZ, MICROMEGA, 

MISSION, MONITOR AUDIO, MUSICAl FIDEliTY, NAD, NAKAMICHI, ONIX, QUAD, 

ROGERS, ROTEl, SYSTEMDEK, TARGET, TEAC, THORENS, VAN DEN HUl 

Two demonstration rooms. Free local delivery & installation. 
Repairs & Service. Closed Wednesday 

NOTTINGHAM 

DEFINITIVE AUDIO 
As importer of the excelleot Homing loudspeakers, and 

distributor of the remarkable living voice 'Air Partner' 
loudspeaker system, Definitive Audio will introduce you to a 

range of carefully selected products in an informal and realistic 
domestic environment. Having clearly identified your needs and 

experienced a coherent heirarchy of components, you will be 
able to make an informed, educated choice. 

Definitive Audio is a specialist, appointment only service. 

Mon - Sat 9.30- 8.00 Telephone/Fax: (0602) 813562 

NORFOLK 

�. 
Basically Sound of Norfolk 

STOCKISTS OF LEADING Hl-FI 

The Old School 
School Road 
Bracon Ash 

Norfolk 
Tel: (0508) 570829 

Acoustic Energy, Arcam, Audiolab, Creek, Den on, Epos, 
Heybrook, Rote I, Nairn, Nakamichi, TDL, and others. 

MANCHESTER 

OXFORD 

SCOTLAND 

meridian 
mission 

naim audio 
nakamichi 

quad 
yamaha 

RIVERSIDE AUDIO 
ART AUDIO, CONCORDANT • VALVE AMPLIFICATION .

ATACAMA AUDIO SUPPORTS • J.P.W. SPEAKERS SYSTEM S  

FULLERS AUDIO LOUDSPEAKER 

THE MYSTIC OF VALVE AMPLIFICATION DEMONSTRATED 

IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR 0\VN HOME 

SOUTH-WEST SCOTLAND TEL: 0475 63J 066 
ARGYLL AND BUTE TEL: 0700 504845 
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WEST MIDLANDS 

AUDIO EQUIPMENT FROM LEADING AND SPECIALIST BRANDS ON TWO FLOORS FOR YOU TO LISTEN AND CHOOSE FROM 
• 3 Demonstration Rooms 
• Home Trials 
• Home Cinema - lnstore Demonstration Theatre 
• Audio Visual Equipment 
• Evening Demonstrations by appointment .Aio,._ �---�--�---�-
• lnhouse Service Department 
• Mail Order Available 

CINE:""'A 

� " /?-1 uality, Clarity, Expertise ... V and that's just the service!" 
• Interest Free Credit on Selected Items (Apr. 0% - Written details on request) 

for the most exciting range of equipment available in the Midlands which includes: 
Aiwa, Alphason, Apollo, Arcam, I Audioquest. Audio-Technica, B&W, Sever, Canon, Celestion, Chord, Gyrus, Deltec, Oenon, Dual, Epos, Exposure. 

Harman Kardon, Heybrook. Infinity, Marantz. Meridian, Michaelson Audio, Michell, Micromega, Mission, Monitor Audio, Monster, Mordaunt Short. 
Musical Fidelity, Nakamichi, Pro-Ac. Revolver, Revox, Rogers, Roksan, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, Sansui, Sehnheiser, Shure, SME, Stritwire, 

Wide of classical COs in Technics, Thorens, Whariedale, Yamaha, etc. Full 1 facilities available 

WEST MIDLANDS 

You can come and visit us at: 

25 HENLEY STREET, 
STRATFORD CV37 6QW 

Contact Dirk or Jamie on: 

Tei!Fax No. (0789) 414533 

We are stockists of the leading 
HiFi brands including: 

ARCAM, SONY, PANASONIC, NAKAMICHI, B&W, 

PIONEER, TECHNICS, DENON, NAD, MARANTZ, ROTEL, 

MUSICAL FIDELITY, MONITOR AUDIO, MISSION, TANNOY, 

ONKYO, KEF, QUAD , T D L  & SENNHEISER, YAMAHA, 

CELESTION, ACOUSTIC RESEARCH, AUDIOOUEST, 

MONSTER, TARGET, BEYER, SYSTEMDEK 

0% Finance is available on selected products 
and all major credit cards accepted. 

We also have a Demonstration Room and Service Facilities. 
Monday to Saturday 9.30-5.30. 

Late night Wednesday 

"Where friendfv ser&!ice stilfs counts!" 

Norman H. Field �t-?i'i 
Consultants for Home High Fidelity 

• B & W • T homn' 

I 
N AD 

I 
• Denon • Tannoy 
• Castle • Yamaha 

• Dual • Kenwood 
• Mordaunt-Short 
• Technics 

Two-year guarantee 
Private Listening Rooms 

HURST STREET 
BIRMINGHAM BS 4BJ 

Telephone: 021-622 2323 

SURREY 

/ �URREY HIFI��-.... �PECIALIST HI-FI OUTLET 
DEMONSTRATION ROOM- PARKING 

• QUAD • AUDIOLAB • REL • TUBE TECHNOLOGY • TOL • TANNOY • 
KEF • OENON • NAKAMICHI• THORENS • TARGET • MAGNUM • 

ROTEL • MARANTZ • MIC HELL • SENNHEISER • BEYER HEAOPHONES 
• JPW • SOUND ORGANISATION • SOUNOSTYLE TRIPODS • VAN DEN 

HUL CABLES • BOSE • MUSICAL FIDELITY • 

HOME CINEMA NOW ON DEMONSTRATION 
Jusl2 minutes off Junct. 6 M25 (A25) 

GODSTONE (0883) 744755 
45 HIGH STREET, GODSTONE, SUREY RH9 SLS 

Front End Problems? 
conract: 

The Cartridge Man 
It doesn't have to cost an arm and a leg to get the 
best - listen to my Koetsu - and - Decca- eater. 

Also agents for Croft. Sugdcn. Thorens. Pemachord Speakers 
& Nollingham r\nalogue - plus cartridge re-ripping sen•ice 

(081) 688 6565 

®C?wGUcfJD2:S ����do� 
7 1 HIGH STREET. NEW MALDEN. SURREY 

TELEPHONE: (081) 336 0012 
A1wa. AVI. ATC. Aud1o lnnovat1ons. Apollo. 

AR. Alphoson. JBL. Kenwood. Marontz. 
Mclntosh. Micromega. Nakamichi. Rogers. 
Ruark. Sansui. Wharfdale and manv more 

TWO DEMO ROOMS. FREE PARKING, HOME DEMOS 

To find out more about advertising in 
the finest Hi-Fi magazine in the world, 
call Emma Sherry on (071) 91 7 7643 

-
-�SOHGROA9.-

TEl 021 554 1878 & 523 2426 

FULL RANGE OF HI-FI 
PIONEER, TECHNICS, AKAI, 

KENWOOD, JVC, SONY, AIWA, 

Guarenteed the lowest price in the UK. 
24 Hour Mail Order Facility Available 

SUSSEX 

WORTHING AUDIO 
20 Tcvillc G�11e, \:V. Sussex. UN II IUA Tcl: (0903) 212133 

The ji·iendly shop with the best sound systems in rhe Sou rh. 

Friendly advice • 3 yr guarantees • easy parking 

Open Mon-Sat 10am-6pm Late night Wed 7:30pm 

Agenicies include: A ream, Exposure. JPW. Naim Audio, 

lv/armu:., Ore/le, Origin Live, Ruark. Audio Technica, 

Targer. TDL. Tripod. Kinshaw Electronics and many more. 

WEST SUSSEX 

PHASE 3 HIFI 
THE SOUTH'S LEADING HI-FI SPECIALISTS 

Lish'ninJ.! Rooms • Dedicated 'llomc Cinema' IJcnwnstrlllion Room 

ADC0.\·1 • ARCAM • B&W-MATRJX ·CASTLE • CELESTION • CREEK • 

DE�ON • HEYBROOK • KEF • REFERENCE • KE:\'WOOD • LEXICON • 

MARANTZ • ,\·IERIDJAN • l\,IONITOR AUDIO • MUSICAL FIDELITY • 

NAD • NAKAMICI-I! • SHEAR.\JE • SPENDOR • TANNOY • THORENS • 

:::r.;r.� Y A MA HA • including all 'Home Cinl:ma' product� � lmARRING ROAD. WORTI-IlNG. WEST SUSSEX nNII � 
TEtEPI·IONE: (090.1) 245577 

SUFFOLK 

fl.2 • audio innovations • fuller's audio • goldring • � • heybrook • impulse • JPW • lyra • michell • GJ • micromega • qed • so niclink • sumiko • i • alphason • apollo • audioquest • ixos • projekt • 

• soundstyle • sterling • townshend • trichord • 

• sugden • and more! 

•!lilt Monday to Saturday 1 0 - 6 � MARTt��H;�) H��� a��WICH 

WALES 

ACTON GATE AUDIO 
THE HI-FI CENTRE IN 

WREXHAM 
Albarry, Aiwa, ARCAM, Audio Technica, Beard, B&W, 

Castle, Celestion, Gyrus, Digital Sound Radio, Marantz, 
Michell, Mission,Muscial Fidelity, NAD, Nakamichi, 

Ortofon, Proton, Quad, Radford, Rega, Rogers, Rotel, 
Ruark, Spender, Teac. Tannoy, Thorens, UKD, 

Wharfedale, Yamaha, etc . 

4 RUABON ROAD, WREXHAM 
TEL: 0978 364500 
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YORKSHIRE 

Moorgate Acoustics Hi·Fi 

.-... 
Frustrated and confused? 
Call in and get some help and advice from a company 
that cares enough abouts its customers to put them first. 
184 Fitzwilliam St., Sheffield. Tel: (0742) 756048 
8 Westgate Chambers, Rotherham. Tel: (0709) 370666 

MAHA 
LINN NAIM REGA ARCAM QUAD DENON YAcHI 

,AUDIOLAB CASTLE HEYBROOK NAKAMIGY MARANTZ KEF ACOUSTIC ENER 

SOUND�STYLE 
THE HI-FI EXPERTS 

284 Glossop Road Sheffield S10 ZHS 
tel 0742 737893 

81 Nether Hall Road Doncaster DN1 2QA 
tel 0302 321421 

Cartridges and Headphones; 
£25-£1000. 

Ortofon, Audio Technica, Denon, 
Goldring, Shure, Arcam, 

Sennheiser, Beyer, Koss plus 
others. Trade in your old moving 

coil- substantial discounts! 

IAN HARRISION HI-FI 
(Mail Order only) 

7 Mill Hill, Repton, Derby, DE65 
6GQ Telephone: (0283) 702875 

TRADE SALES AND SERVICES 

QUALITY HIFI FOR SALE 

Krell KSA 50 Mk 11 . .... . ............. mint sill ............. £995 Beard BB 1 00 int... .. ......... as new .............. £795 Micromega Duo CD3 ................. vgc .................... £750 

CHOICE 
Audio Research 0115. .............. mintsl11. .. ........ £995 Mod Squad LD Deluxe .............. mint slh ... .. . £550 Arcam Alpha Plus (Trichord Mod) .. mint s/h ... ... ..... £375 
Triolog y 958 Monoblocks ........... as new ............ £1895 Sonus Faber Electra p. black ..... mint slh ... .. . £1095 Quad 67 . ..... .. ............. . . . . . ... as new .............. £595 

Musical Fidelity MA65 ............... mint s/h . ........... £550 Monitor Audio Studio 20 se . ....... as new ..... ...... £1495 Roksan OPI/DAI/DS4 ... . .......... mint s/h .. ......... £1295 

Meridian 205 ..................... ........ mint slh ............. £495 Linn Keilidh & stnds. ................ mint s/h ............. £550 Mefldian 200/203 Dac 7 ............ mint s/h ............. £795 
Musical Fidelity MA50 ... ............. mintslh ............. £450 Martin Logan Quest ... ...... mintslh .......... £2800 SME Series V (Gold) .. ............... as new .. .... ... .. £895 081 568 8808 CroM 4 SA .................................. mints/h ............. £395 Totem & Stnds ... . .. ............ ... mints/h ... ......... £795 Pierre Lurne/Sowther . .............. mint s/h ........... £1895 

Audiolab 8000 C/P . ................... mints/h. ........... £595 Meridian 06000 ... . ................... mint s/h ........... £4800 Michell G yrodec/RB300 ............. mint s/h ............. £595 

Audio Note QTQ ........ ...... ..... .. as new .............. £895 Roksan OAR IUS (x·ternal x·over). mint s!h .. ......... .£895 Roksan Xerxes/TabrizVXPS3 .. .. as new ...... ... .. £995 
Equipment bought or part exchanged Musical Fidelity The pre/Typhoon .. mint s/h ...... .. .. £295 Quad ESL 63 +Gradient slwooler .. as new ............ £2850 Roksan TMS/Artemiz/Shiraz ...... as new ...... ... . £2750 

Full demonstration facility by appointment Roksan L2/S1 pre/power ......... . as new ....... .... £1595 Monitor Audio Studio 10 & Stnds .. mint s/h ............. £750 Burmester 838 phono ................ mint s/h £595 

MaJor credit cards are accepted. Copeland 301 . .. .... ... .. .. ... as new .............. £850 Wadia WT 3200 transport ........... m1nt s/h .. . ...... £1200 MicheiiiSO/Hera . ....................... mint slh .... ........ £350 

9.30am to 8.00pm 7 days 
Meridian 601 DSP pre/Dac ........ mint sJh .. ........ £1500 Marantz C012 .... .............. ......... mint s!h ........... £1495 Oecca London Jubilee ............ . as new . ... .... .. . £695 

Audio Research LS2 ... .. ....... mint s/h ........... £1695 Son y CDPIDASRI ... .. .. ......... mint s/h ........... £1895 Van Den Hul MC1 .. ............ .. .... as new . .. ........ .£595 

T riolog y 902 pre ... 

VALVES 

VALVES MADE IN WEST 
EUROPE OR RUSSIA 

We have one mill ion valves, CRTs, Sockets 
and Tubes in stocks by brmrds such as Brirnar, 
GE USA, GEC UK, Mu/lard, Sovtek/Russia, 

Testa, Tlrermionic, Tungsram, etc. 

Types include: 6L6GC, 12A17, 12AU7, 12AX7, DG732, 
ECC81, ECC82, ECC83, EL34, EL84, KT66, KT88. 

SEND FOR OUR 40 PAGE VALVE CATALOGUE! 

Billington Export Ltd 
lE Gilmans Industrial Estate, 

Billingshurst, Sussex RH14 9EZ, UK. 
CALLERS STRICTLY BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 
FAX: (0403) 783519. TEL: (0403) 784961 

Minimum order: UK £50.00 plus VAT Export £100.00 

KIT LOUDSPEAKERS 

Drive Units- 2' module with 1.3 gms mms 

+ 6' 8' & 1 S" ALUMINIUM CONED G)�' 
DRIVERS Flat Pock TransmiSSIOn l1ne K1t Q , 

And NEW BANDORA - MORA sem1 oct1ve 
. 

complete loudspeaker svstem. 

Free technical sheets etc. 

11 PENFOLD COTTAGE, PENFOLD 
LANE, HOLMEA GREEN, BUCKS 

HP15 6XR. TEL: (0494) 71 4 058 

. .. ................. as new .............. £895 EAD T7000 Tran/Dac ................ mint s/h ... .. .... £1495 Ortofon MC3000/T3000 ............. as new . ........... .£850 

AUDIO CABLES 

Custorn Made 
STUDIO QUALITY CABLES 

DIRECT FROM THE MANUFACTURER 
AT TRADE PRICES 

eg. 1 Omtr "Jade" Phono Interconnect 
£18.00 pair f+£2.95 o+p) 

7 day money back guarantee For details contact: 

§ :ftt� ,;�s..; !§ �§._g§ �� 
TEL/FAX 0733 897'379 

49 BISHOPS ROAD 
PETERBOROUGH 

PE1 SAP 

MULTIROOM INSTALLER 

6Jost.Jd i'Jlttsic 2Jubio 
The Service Consultancy Design and 

Professional Installation of Multiroom Audio 

Visual Systems, Satellite, Home Cinema 

Surround, Pro-Logic and THX. 

Call Ooug or Jean 
(0544) 230254 

32A HIGH STREET, KINGTON, HEREFORDSHIRE 

CARTRIDGES 

HEATHERDALE AUDIO LTD 
TEL: (0903) 261213 OR (0860) 660001 

CLEARAUDIO 
PREMIUM PHONO CARTRIDGES FOR 

SUPERIOR MUSIC REPRODUCTION 
"The CLEARAUDIO Gamma S equals the best when it 
comes to sheer competence- the ability to translate 
squiggly grooves into music without added fuss or 

drama. Baby or not, this is quite a cartridge .. 
Jimmy Hughes. Audiophile April 1994 

SERVICING 

• SOUNDS AROUND � 
Professional Service Repairs and Accessories 

NEW & USED HI-FI 
Agent for Golden Dragon Valves 

146a Clarendon Park Road, Leicester 
Telephone: Leicester 702442 

REV OX SERVICE 
A77, 877, PR99 

For fully guaranteed professional service 
and repairs, call RamTek. 

Tel: (081) 207 6159. Fax: (081) 9531118 
Suite 33, Kinetic Centre, Theobald 

Street, Borehamwood, Herts WD6 4SE 

FAST • CHEAP RATES • EXCELLENT SERVICE 
THE REVOX MOBILE SERVICE 

ALL MOIIELS 

call us: UK (0850) 167955 
2-1 IUtS IM_"I.LI>I:'\1(; \\"EEKE,I>S 

E'Ql"IRIES \\Ef.('O\IE FR(J\f 0\"ERSt-:,\S 

11'/11 CO.\'T/.\'1 'f; TO M'Cf.'PT OTHER 1.\'H.'R/OR .V:RHCf:? 
THERE IS ONLY ONE LIKE US 

1-"RU·: TH"II!'\1('.\1 . .\1>\'H'I-: FREE ESTIM.\Tt:S 

KLIPSCH 
Horn loudspeakers - a legend in sound for over 50 
years, KLIPSCH hi-efficiency speakers are used in 

many studios, top hi-fi and stage systems. 
FOR DETAILS CALL 

(021) 430 7817 



AVON 
AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 65 Park Street, Bristol. 
(0272) 264975. Great hifi carefully selected and 
demonstrated by friendly enthusiastic staff. 
Closed Mon. li1ii1i 
PAUL GREEN HI-FI LTD, C/0 Harper Furnishings, 

Kensington Showrooms, London Road, Bath BA 1 
6AD. (0225) 316197. Technics, Denon, Sony, 
Rotel, AVI, Quad, Rogers, Mission, Tannoy, Aura 
and many many more. 2 demo rooms, home 
demos, appointments required, service dept, free 
install, home trial. Access, Visa, lnt free credit, 
instant credit. Tue-Fri 9-5.30, Sat 9-5, closed 
Monday. 

V' AUDIO, 36 Druid Hill, Stoke Bishop, Bristol 
B59 1 EJ (0272) 686005. ATC, A VI, Acoustic 
Energy, Audio Innovations, AMC, Analogue 
Electronics, Cadence Valve, Chord Amps, 
Exposure, Jamo, LFD, Pink Triangle, Ruark, 
Michell, REL, Sansui, SME (inc20A), Sonic Link, 
Stax, Townshend, Wadia. Dems by appt only, 
home trial facilities, free installation, service facil­
ities. 

BERKSHIRE 
ARC AUDIO, 9 Dukes Ride, Crowthorne, Berks, 
RGl 16L2. (0344) 762201. Denon, Harman 
Kardon, JPW, Marantz, Monitor Audio, Onix, 

Rogers, Ruark, Tannoy, Thorens, Yamaha. Demo 
facilities, no appt necessary, home trial facilities, 
free install. Access, Visa, Diners. Open Mon-Sat 
9-6pm (closed Wed at 1 pm) 
B&B HI-FI, 11-12 Market Place, Reading, 
Berkshire, RG1 2EG. (0734) 583730. Aiwa, 
Denon, Kenwood, Mission, NAD, Panasonic, 
Pioneer, Rotel, Sony, Technics. Free installation, 
Service dept. Access, Visa, Credit Facilities 

including interest free credit subject to status. 
9.30-5.30, Sat 9-5.30. Also at: Bracknell, 

Maidenhead, High Wycombe, Newbury. 

READING HI-FI CENTRE, 4 Queen's Walk, Broad 
Street Mall, Reading RGl ?OF. (0734) 585463. 
Your first choice for real hi-fi and home cinema 
sound. Arcam, Audiolab, B&W, Celestion, 
Micromega, Meridian, Quad, Rega, Rotel, 
Yamaha etc. Demonstration facilities (including 
home cinema). Free local installation. Bada guar­
antee. Open Tues-Sat 1 Oam-6pm li1ii1i 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 
AUDIO INSIGHT LT D, 53 Wolverton Rd, Stony 

Stratford, Milton Keynes, Bucks MKl 1 1 EO. 
(0908) 561 551. Alchemist Products, AV I, Area m, 
Audiolab, Aura, Heybrook. Meridian, Moth, Rotel, 
Royd, Ruark, TDL, UKD and more. Records and 
COs, record cleaning service. SGL speaker demo 
room. Access, Visa and Finance,. 
D.L. CHIT TENDEN LIMITED, 59-61 T h e  
Broadw ay, Chesham, Bucks, HP5 1 BX. 
(Opposite Boots). (0494) 784441 Philips, 
Mordaunt-Short, Denon, Kenwood, Canon Audio, 
Koss, Wharfedale. Nicam TV & Video, Surround 
Sound, AV Systems. Showroom Demonstrations 
from expert and friendly staff. No appts nee 
Service Department. Credit facilities available. 
Open 8.30 1o 17.30 Mon-Sat. 
FACT ORS SOUND AND VISION, 16 Hill Avenue, 

Amersham, Buckinghamshire HP6 5BW (0494) 
432944. Sony, Panasonic, Kenwood, Technics, 

JVC, Denon, JPW, KEF, Tannoy, Bose, Aiwa, 
Grundig. In shop and in home facilities. No appts 
required, service dept, free install, home trial. 
Access, visa, int free credit. Open Man-Sat 9.30-
5.30, closed Thur. 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE 
AUDIO FILE, 2 Foundry Walk, Market Hill, St. 
Ives, Cambridgeshire. (0480) 66123. Nairn, 
Rega, Quad, Yamaha, Mission, Arcam, Denon, 
Audio Lab, Meredion, JPW Musical Fidelity. 
9.30am-6pm 6 days. 0% Credit. li1ii1i 
STEVE BOXSHALL AUDIO, 41 Victoria Rd, 
Cambridge CB4 3BW (0223) 68305. 10-6 · 6 
days. 3 dem rooms, home trial, appts. preferred. 
Free installation and service dept. Access, Visa & 
credit. li1ii1i 
UNIVERSITY AUDIO, 1-2 Peas Hill, Cambridge. 
(0223) 354237. Mission-Gyrus, Area m, Rote I, 
Denon, Meridian, Ruark, ATC, AVI, Quad, Linn. 3 
dems, 1 single speaker Home trial, free install, 
Service Department Visa, Access, Amex, Credit. 

Open 9-5.30. li1ii1i 

CHESHIRE 
ASTON AUDIO, 4 West St, Alderley Edge. (0625) 
582704. For the very best in hi-fi separates and 
home cinema. Wide range of specialist audio, 

interest free credit. Visa, Access. Home triaL li1ii1i 
DOUG BRADY HI-FI, Kingsway Studios, Kingsway 
North, Warrington. Padgate (0925) 828009. For 
the very best in hi-fi separates and home cinema. 
All credit cards. 3 Dem rooms.Open6days. li1ii1i 
CHRIS BROOKS HI-FI, 29 Gaskell St, Stockton 
Heath, Warrington. (0925) 261212. Tues-Sat 10-
6. 2 dem rooms. Credit facilities. All credit cards. 
Total absence of bull..... li1ii1i 
CONGLETON HI-FI, 1/1 a Duke St, Congleton, 

Cheshire, CW12 lAP. (0260) 297544. Acoustic 
Energy, Arcam, B&W, Denon, Epos, Linn, NAD, 
Nakamichi, Onix, Royd, Target, Yamaha, etc. 
Superbly appointed single speaker demo facili­
ties. 3 listening rooms with one dedicated to 
home cinema. No appts nee, home trial facilities. 
free installation. 2 year guarantee on all equip­
ment. Access, Visa. Credit facilities available on 
request. Open Mon-SAT, closed Weds. li1ii1i 
HI-FI STEREO 51 Washway Road, Sale, 
Cheshire. 061-973 5577. Technics, Marantz, 
Denon, Rotel, Pioneer, Mission, Tannoy, B&W, 
Mordaunt-Short, Celestion and many more. The 

area's leading hi-fi specialist, established for over 
25 years. Demo rooms available, including home 
cinema. No appts required, service dept, expert 
advice. Access, Visa, instant credit. Open Man­
Sat 9-5.30, closed Wed. 

NORMAN AUDIO, 106 Victoria Str, Crewe. (0270) 
211091 Fx (0270) 211795. For full details see 
our Lancashire entry. li1ii1i 
PETERS HI-FI, 4 St Michaels Sq, Grosvenor 

Precinct, Chester,. (0244) 322063/319392. 
Arcam, Technics, Sony, Marantz, Dual, Denon, 
Tannoy, Wharfedale, Quad. 2 Single speaker 
Dem rooms, no appts nee, free installation ser­
vice dept. Access, Visa, Amex. Peters credit 
chargecard. Mon-Sat 9-5.30. 
THE HI-FI SHOWROOMS, 1 2A West Slr, Congleton, 

offer: 
e Two year guarantee, tranfer­

able to another BADA dealer should the purchaser 
move more than 30 miles from his/her original 

address 
e low cost five year guarantee 

option 
e proper demonstration facilities 
e seven day exchange or refund scheme if the 

dealer's advice is taken on product selection 
e fully guaranteed service work 
e customer complaints procedure in the event of 

problems 
For more information, contact BADA on 

e (071 1 226 4044 

Cheshire (0260) 280017. Celestion, Creek, 
Exposure, Marantz, Musical Fidelity, Nairrr, Pink 

Triangle, Project, Rotel, Ruark, Systemdek, Tannoy, 
Technics. 5 Dem Rooms, No appts necc, Home 
trial, Free install, Service dept. Access, Visa, 
Lombard Tricity. Open 9-5:30, Closed Wed. 
SWIFT Hi-Fi, St Annes Parade, Wilmslow. (0625) 
526213. Aura, B&W, Denon, Kenwood, Marantz, 
NAD, Pioneer, Rote I, Systemdek, Tannoy, 
Revolver, JPW. Open 9:30am-6 OOpm dem 
room. No pressure! li1ii1i 

CLEVELAND 
ACTION ACOUSTICS, 155-157 High Street, 

Redcar, Cleveland TS1 0 3AN. 0642 480723. 
Audio Innovations, Denon, Harman-Kardon, JBL, 
Michell, Musical Fidelity, Pink Triangle, Revox, 
Rogers, Thorens, etc. Dem Room. Appts nee. 
Home trial facilities, free installation, service 
dept. Access, Visa & HP. Open 9.1 5-5.30. 

GILSON A UDIO LTD. 1 72 Borough Road, 
Middlesbrough. (0642) 248793. Exposure, 
Arcam, Mission, Gyrus, Denon, Marantz, Rotel, 
Pioneer, Audiolab, Tannoy, Teac, Yamaha. 

Demonstration facilities in main shop and 2 dem. 
rooms, 1 AV room, appt nee, home trial facilities, 
free install. on request, service department. 
Access, Visa, HP. 1 0-5 - 6 days. li1ii1i 

CORNWALL 
DEFINITIVE AUDIO, Cornwall, Near St Austell, 
PL26 6R7. (0726) 844039. For audio compo­
nants/systems which actually work! Impulse, 
Micromega, OVA, Audio Innovations, Audio Note, 
Voyd, Systemdek, JPW, Silver Custom Design, 
DNM. Demonstration by apppointment only. 
Demonstrations throughout Cornwall, Free 
Installation. Service Facilities. 
RJF Audio Visual, 84 Pendarves Str, Tucking Mill, 

Camborne, Cornwall T R l  4 BNJ. (0209) 
710777/612260. T DL, Michell,  Musical 
Fidelity,NAD, Nakamichi, Bower & Wilkins, SME, 
Micromega, Pink Triangle, Pro-jekt, Perception, 
Harman Kardon, Triangle. Integral Demo room/ 
showroom and special home dems. Appts nee, 
home trial, free install, service dept. All cards, 
switch and transax. Open Mon-Sat 9.30-5.30. 

CUMBRIA 
MISONS SOUND & VISION, 1 1 Warwick Road, 

Carlisle CA 1 1 OH. Tel (0228) 22620. Bang & 
Olufsen, Rotel, Sugden, Harbeth, Quad, NAD, 

Yamaha, Sony. Demo Suite, No appts nee, Home 

trial facilities, Free Installation, Service 
Department. 9-5:30 Mon-Fri. Thurs 9-1. Sat 9-5. 
PETER TYSON, 6 Abbey St, Carlisle, Cumbria, 
CA3 BTX. "Cumbria's premiere hi-fi centre". Part 
exchange welcome. (0228) 46756. Linn, Musical 
Fidleity, Gyrus, Marantz, Denon, Phil ips, 
Nakamichi, Technics, Pioneer, Creek & more. 
Dem room. Dems without obligation. Home trial, 
Free install. In-house service dept. Access & 

Visa. HP 9· 5.30pm. 

DEVONSHIRE 
THE HI-FI ATIIC, 58 New George St, Plymouth, 
Devon PL 1 1 RR. (0752) 669511. We stock most 
leading makes and have an expert enthusiastic 
staff. Premises include attractive hi-fi and home 

INDICATES MEMBERSHIP OF 
THE BRITISH AUDIO DEALERS 
ASSOCIATION 

cinema demonstration rooms. We offer free 
installation and credit facilities (written details on 

request) also a fully equipped service depart­
ment. We can also provide a mail order service 
for all your LaserDisc requirementsWe accept 
Visa, Access, Amex. 
UPTON ELECT RONICS, 31 Torquay Road, 
Paignton, Devon TQ3 3DT. (0803) 551329. 
Pioneer, Denon, Sony, Technics, Harman-Kardon, 
Quad, Tannoy, JPW, Monitor Audio, Audio 
Innovations etc. Single speaker demonstration. 
No appts required, service dept, free install, 
home trial. Access, Amex, lnst credit, Visa. Open 
Mon-Sat 9-5.30, Wed 9-1 pm. 

DORSET 
DAWSONS, 23 Seamoor Road, Westbourne, 
Bournmouth, Dorset. (0202) 764965. B&O, 
Castle, Canon, Jamo, JBL, Pioneer, Sony, 
Target, TDL, Technics. No appts necessary. 
Free install, Service depart. Various credit facili­
ties available. Open 9-5.30 6 days a week. 
HAT.V. 131 Barrack Rd, Christchurch, Dorset 

BH23. (0202) 473901/478621. Quad, Aura, 
B&W, Monitor Audio, Bose, Yamaha, Rotel, NAD, 

Denon, Revox etc. Specialised demo room 2 
spker/amp comparators. Appts required, service 
dept, free install, home trial. Access, Amex, lnt 
free credit, Visa, Diners, Instant credit. Mon-Thur 

9-6, Fri 9-8, Sat 9-6. 
MIKE MANNING AUDIO New branch now open at: 
128 Pool Road, Westbourne, Bournemouth. 
(0202) 751522. For details see main entry under 
Somerset 
SUTTONS HI-FI , 18 Westover Road, 
Bournemouth. 0202 555512. Linn, Arcam, 
Mission, Quad, Audiolab, Rotel, Yamaha, 
Denon,etc, 2 Single Speaker Listening Rooms, 
Home Demonstrations, Free lnstallations.Open 
Mon-Sat 9-5:30. Call for details. li1ii1i 

DURHAM 
HI-FI EXPERIENCE, 17 Conisclitfe Road, 
Darlington DL3 ?EE. Tel  Help Line (0325) 
481418. Agencies include: Arcam, Audiolab, 
Bang & Olufsen, Celestion, Gyrus, Denon, 
Harman, IMF, KEF, Marantz, Mission, Musical 
Fidelity, Meridian, NAD, Pioneer, Quad, Rotel, 
Shearne, Tannoy, Yamaha. 3 listening rooms. 3 
years guarantee. Free delivery and simple instal­

lation North Yorks/South Durham. Home cinema 
specialist. li1ii1i 

ESSEX 
AUDIO T, Gants Hill, 442-444 Cranbrook Rd, 
Gants Hill, llford, Essex 1 G2 6LL. Tel: 081 518 
0915 Fax 081 554 8463. Arcam, Audiolab, 
Gyrus, Denon, Kef, Meridian, Rotel, Micromega, 
Yamaha & many more. Mon-Sat 10-6. 3 yr gntee 
on Hi-Fi. Free del & instal 30 day upgrade 
scheme. Home dems. PX. li1ii1i 
BRENTWOOD HI-FIDELITY, 2 lngrave Rd, 
Brentwood, Essex, CM15 BAT (0277) 221210. 
Audio Innovations, Denon, DNM, EAR, Marantz, 
Micromega, Mission, Pink Trianngle, Quad, 
Tannoy plus many more. Single speaker dem 
rooms, home trials, evening appts (high end), 
home installations. Mon-Sat 9.30-5.30 . Access. 
Visa. Service Facilities. Advice second to none. 



RAYLEIGH HI-FI, 44a High Street, Rayleigh, 
Essex. (0268) 779762/747571. 216 Moulsham 
St, On-the-Parkway, Chelmsford. (0245) 265245. 
132-134 London Road, Southend-on-Sea. (0702) 
435255. A&R, Audiolab, Creek, Gyrus, Denon, 
Epos, Linn, Meridian, Mission, Nairn, Quad, Rega, 
Roksan, Royd. 0% finance. � 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
AUDIO EXCELLENCE 58 Bristol Road, 
Gloucester. (0452) 300046. Great Hi Fi carefully 
selected and demonstrated by friendly and 
enthusiastic staff. Closed Mon. � 
HUTCHINSONS, 295-297 High Str, Cheltenham, 
Glos. GL50 3HL. (0242) 573012. Pioneer refer­
ence point, Technics, Dual, NAD, jWharfedale, 
Celestion, Marantz, Aiwa, Kenwood, Sennheiser. 
No appts necessary, free install, service dept. 
Instant credit up to £1000. Open Man-Sat 9.15-
5.30. 

HAMPSHIRE 
AUDIO SOUTH for further details see the Surrey 
entry 
FLEET AUDIO, 287 Fleet Road, Fleet, Hants 
GU13 8RT. (0252) 811088. Micromega, 
Exposure, Ruark, Royd, Denon, Orelle, Aura, 
Nakamichi, Rotel, JPW "Sound advice for a 
sound system". Home dem facilties, hours to 
suit. Appts prefered, service dept, free install 
within local area. Access, Amex, Visa. Open 
Tues-Sat 9.30-6pm 
HAMPSHIRE AUDIO LTD. 2-12 Hursley Rd, 
Chandlers Ford, Hants S053 2FU. (0703) 
252827/265232. 3 hi-f i  and 2 home 
cinema/Dolby surround sound demo studios. 
Thurs late eve, closed Man (except in Dec). 2-
year guarantee, service dept on site, large free 
car park, junctions 4 (M27/M3), 5(M27), 12(M3), 
13(M3) all within 3 miles. Est 1969. � 
JEFFERIES HI-FI 29 London Road, Portsmouth. 
P02 OBH. Tel (0705) 663604. Hi-fi, home cine­
ma and multi-room specialist. Range includes 
Adcom, Arcam, Celestion, Denon, Dynaudio, KEF, 
Lexicon, Linn, Meridian, Mitsubishi, Nairn, 
Panasonic, Polk, Quad, Rega, REL, Rotel, Royd, 
Ruark, Sony. 2 dem rooms. Open Tues-Sat, late 
night Wed. Free parking, bus route, credit facili­
ties. Winner Sony/Hi-Fi News Best Southern 
Dealer. � 

HEREFORDSHIRE 
ENGLISH AUDIO, 95 Whitecross Road, Hereford 
HR4 ODG. (0432) 355081 Gyrus Centre, Pink 
Triang;e, Audion, Systemdek, Heybrook, Michi, 
KEF Reference, Micromega, Nakamichi, Chord, 
Arcam, Musical Fidelity, Rogers, NAD, Rotel, 
Denon, Tannoy, Marantz, Mission, Stax, Dual, 
TDL, Albarry, JPW, Celestion, lxos, SME, Ruark, 
Moth, Audio Technica and others. Single Speaker 
Dem room. Home trial. Free install. Service dept. 
Access, Visa, Credit arranged. Open Mon-Sat 
10am-6pm � 

HERTFORDSHIRE 
ACOUSTIC ARTS LTD. 101 St AI bans Rd, Watford, 
Herts. (0923) 245250. Fax (0923) 230798 
Adcom, AMC, Apogee, Audiolab, Audio Research, 
B&W, Bose, Celestion, Chord, Classe, Denon, KEF, 
Magneplanar, Marantz, Martin Logan, Michell, 
Micromega, Ore lie, PS Audio, Professional Moitor, 
Roksan, SME, Sonus Faber, Sonic Link, TDL, 
Tannoy, Theta, Thorens, Wilson. 4 demonstration 
rooms. Purpose built AV studio. Credit available, 
100 yards from Watford Junction station. Open 
Tues-Sat 10-6:00. � 
AUDIO FILE, 27 Hockerill St, Bishops Stortford, 
Herts CM23 2DW (0279) 506576. 9.30-5 30 
open 6 days Dealer of the Year 1988/89. Linn, 
Nairn, Quad, Gyrus, Arcam, Roksan, Denon, 
Epos, Rotel, KEF, ProAc. 0% credit. � 
HALEY AUDIO LTO, 328 Ware Road, Hailey, 
Hertford SG13 ?PG. Tel (0992) 442425, lax 
(0992) 448387. Enjoy choosing your system in 
one of our three listening rooms. Relax with cof­
fee or something from the bar. Demonstrations 
include Lexicon CP3 with THX surround sound 
with the guaranteed deepest, tightest bass avail­
able. Choose your hi-fi (top valves and MOS­
FETS), LD, CDi etc in a realistic domestic envi­
ronment. Brands include; REL, AC Magnum, CR 

Devs, Rotel, Celestion, Micromega, Lumley 
Reference, Acoustic Energy, Royd, JPW, Sonic 
Link, Harmon, etc. We deliver anywhere in the 
UK for home audition, or mail order, Access, Visa 
etc. 
RADLETT AUDIO, 141 Walling Street, Radlett, 
Hertfordshire, WD7 7NQ. (0923) 856497. Mark 
Levinson, Proceed, PRO AC, AVI & ATC , Martin 
Logan, Tube Technology,Teac, Roksan, Audiolab, 
Rotel, Harman Kardon, Michel. Home trial facili­
ties, Free Install, Service Dept. Visa, Access 9-
5:30 Mon-Fri 10-5 30 Sat 
STUDIO 82, 82 High Street, Harpenden, Herts 
AL5 2SP (0582) 764246, Fax (0582) 467022. 
ATC/AVI, Arcam, Aura, Audiolab, Bang & Olufsen, 
Denon, Epos, Mission Gyrus, Nairn Audio, 
Nakamichi, Quad, Nad etc. Quiet single speaker 
dem room. Appts nee. Home trial, free install. 
Service Dept. Visa, Access & finance terms. 
Open 9-5.30pm (Mon;Sat).  
Closed Weds. � 

KENT 
ASHFORD SOUNDCRAFT HI-FI 40 High Street, 
Ashford. Seeking music lovers, male or female 
any age, to share common interest in, musical 
Pro-aktiv Hi-Fi Systems, Multi Room or Home 
Cinema. Attractive unusual equipment in unusual 
setting, your place or ours, we guarantee lasting 
pleasure.Open Man-Sat, Appointment Service or 
just pop in. Tel: 0233 624441 � 
JOHN MARLEY HI-FI CENTRES, 2 Station Rd, 
West Canterbury. (0227) 769329. Also at Dover 
- (0304) 207562. Arcam, Aura, B&W, Heybrook, 
JPW, NAD, Pro-Ac, Pioneer, Rotel, Ruark, Tannoy, 
TOL, Technics. Dem and home trail facilities. 
Mon-Sat 9-5.30 closed Thurs. Free install. Credit 
to £1 ,000. Access,Visa, Credit charge. Service 
dept. 
KIMBERLEY HI-FI, 193 Broadway, Bexleyheath, 
Kent. (081) 304 3272. Pioneer, Technics, 
Kenwood, Denon, NAD, Aiwa, Tannoy, Mission, 
Wharfedale, B&W Separate dem room, no appt 
nee. Free installation. Service Dept. Instant credit 
facilities. 9.30-5.30. No early closing. 
VOLUME ONE, 41 Upper Wickham Lane, Welling, 
DA 16 3AD. 081 304 4622. Arcam, Dual, Epos, 
Exposure, Mordaunt Short, Monitor Audio, JPW, 
Marantz, Micromega,Nakamichi, Pink Triangle, 
Rotel, Royd, Ruark, Sony, Systemdek. Large 
demo room, no appt nee. Evening dems in shop 
by appt. Home trial & demo, free delivery & 
installation. Access & Visa, 10.00-6.00 Mon­
Sat. 
V J HI-FI 29 Guildhall St, Folkestone. (0303) 
256860. Mission, Kenwood, Tannoy, Marantz, 
Sony, Rogers, Denon, Musical Fidelity, Quad, 
Yamaha. Dem and home trial facilities, free local 
install. No appts necessary, service dept. Amex, 
Diners, Visa, Access, lnt free credit, Instant cred­
it. Man-Sat 9-6. � 
V J HI Fl, 119 High Street Margate. (0843) 
226977. For full details see our above entry.� 

LANCASHIRE 
NORMAN AUDIO, 131 Friargate, Preston, Lanes 
PR1 2EE. Tel (0772) 253057. Fx (0772) 562731. 
Marantz, Pioneer, Yamaha, Audiolab,arcam, 
Mission, Gyrus, B&W, KEF. Send for catalogue 
Home cinema demo room. No appointment nee, 
home trial facilities, free installation. Instant credit 
subject to status. Open 9.30-5.30, late night Wed 
ti11 8pm � 
NORMAN AUDIO. also at 216 Church Street, 
Blackpool,  Tel (253) 295661, Fx (0253) 
295722. � 
JO KOCZUR LTD, 185 Yorkshire Str, Rochdale, 
Lancashire. (0706) 42107. Harm an Kardon, 
Quad, REvox, Aura, Teac, JBL, Tannoy (including 
definition) B&W, Canon Base and many others. 
Dolby Pro-Logic, AV system. Established over 25 
years, qualified and experienced staff. Appts nee 
only after 5.30pm. Home trial, free install, service 
dept. Open Sat 9-5. Mon, Wed, Thur, Fri 9-
5.30pm. Closed Tues 

LEICESTERSHIRE 
LEICESTER HI-FI CO, 6 Silver Walk, St Martins 
Square, Leicester LE1 5EW Tel: (0533) 539753. 
Fax (0533) 626097. Acoustic Energy, Arcam, 
Marantz, Micromega, Mission/Gyrus, Musical 
Fidelity, Nakamichi. Exposure, Rogers, Roksan, 

"and oodles more". 2 De m rooms, home trial 
arranged, free install, service dept, Credit facili­
tiexs, Access, Visa, Diners, Amex, 6 days 9.30-
5.30. � 
LISTEN INN, 6 Hotel Street, Leicester. (0533) 
623754 (Fax) 0533 623758. Linn, Arcam, Royd, 
Heybrook, Creek, Neat, Mission, Gyrus, Audiolab, 
Quad, Denon, etc. 2 Dem Rooms. � 
SOUND ADVICE, T h e  Factory, Duke St, 
Loughborough LE11 1ED. (0509) 218254. 
Shahinian, Rega, Nairn, Linn, Royd, Yamaha, 
Rotel, Arcam, Nakamichi, JPW. 3 demonstration 
areas, no appts necessary, free installation, ser­
vice department. Lombard credit charge, Access, 
Visa. Mon-Fri 9.30-6.00, Sat 9 30-5 30 
STEREO SHACK. 1-3 Guildhall Lane, Leicester. 
Tel  0533 530330 Aiwa, A.R. ,  Denon, 
Kenwood, Jamo, Mission, NAD, Phillips, Pioneer, 
Rotel, AN Speciality. Free Install Open 9.30 -
5.30 6 days. Credit available. 

LINCOLNSHIRE 
BOSTON HI Fl CENTRE, 65a Wide Bargate, John 
Adams Way, Boston, Lines PE21 6SG. (0205) 
365477. Denon, Quad, Nakamichi, Arcam, 
Onkyo, Marantz, NAD, Castle, Tannoy, Rogers, 
etc. Separate demo studio. Home trial. Free 
installation. Access, Visa. Tues - Sat 9-5 pm. 
STAMFORD HI-FI CENTRE, 9 Red Lion Square, 
Stamford, Lines PE9 2AJ. (0780) 62128. 
Pioneer, Technics, Marantz, Gyrus-Mission, Rotel, 
NAD, Yamaha, Kenwood, Quad, plus all major 
speaker manufacturers. Expert advice, compara­
tor demonstrations, on two floors, part exchange 
Hi-Fi purchased for cash. No appointments nec­
essary, home trial facilities, free installation, ser­
vice department. Mastercard, Visa & credit 
charge, finance available. Man-Sat 9-5.30pm, 
closed Thursdays. 
SUPERFI, 271 A High Str, Lincoln LN2 1 JG. 
(0522) 520265. See main entry under 
Nottinghamshire for full details. 

LONDON 
BILLY VEE SOUND SYST EMS, 248 Lee High 
Road, Lewisham, London SE13 5PL. 081-318 
5755/081-318 1321. Arcam, Denon, Marantz, 
Linn, Mission, Gyrus, Nairn, Nakamichi, Quad, 
Rega, etc. 2 domestic style listening lounges. 
Appts required, service dept, home trial facilities, 
lnt. free credit, instant credit. Access, Visa. 
Open Man-Sat 10-6.30, Closed Thurs. � 
CORNFLAKE SHOP, 37 Windmill Street (just off 
Tottenham Court Road), London W1 Tel 071-
631 0472 (all enquiries), Fax 071-436 7165. 
Open Tues-Sat 10-?pm. Rega, Roksan, Naim, 
Monitor Audio, Arcam, Nakamichi, ATC, AVI, 
Rotel, Epos, Meridian and Linn. 3 dem rooms 
(incl home cinema). Friendly professional service. 
Home trial facilities. Appointments preferred, full 
delivery and repair service, multiroom specialists. 
Access, Visa and Amex. 
GRAHAMS HI Fl, Canonbury Yard, 190a New 
North Rd, London N1 071-226 5500. Winner 
Sony/HFN Greater London Dealer Award 
1986/89/90."0ne of the 5 best hi-fi shops in the 
world". Arcam, Linn, Meridian, Nairn, Rega, etc. 
Systems from £500. FREE PARKING, 4 dem 
rooms, service dept, open Tues-Sat. RING FOR 
APPOINT. � 
HI-FI & COMPONENTS, 84 Battersea Rise, 
London, SW11 1 EH. Tel: 071 2231 110. Denon, 
Harman Kardon,Tannoy, Kenwood, Rotel, NAD, 
Wharfedale, Dual, Shure, Ortofon, Celestion, etc. 
Appts nee, Service Dept. Access, Visa, Diners, 
Am ex, Open 1 0-6 Closed Wed. 
HI-FI EXPERIENCE. Lion House, 227 Tottenham 
Court Road, London W1 P -HX. Tel Help Line 
071-580 3535 24 hour, fax 071-436 4733. 
Agencies include: Arcam, Audiolab, Bang & 
Olufsen, Castle, Celestion, Chord, Gyrus, Denon, 
Heybrook, Harman, IMF, KEF, Marantz, Mission, 
Musical Fidelity, Meridian, Nakamichi, Nad, 
Pioneer, Quad, Rotel, shearne, Tannoy, T DL, 
Yamaha. 8 listening rooms, 3 years guarantee. 
Free delivery and simple installation (M25 
periphery), home cinema specialist. � 
INFIDELITY, 9 High Str, Hampton Wick, Kingston­
upon-Thames. (081) 943 3530. For full details 
see entry under SURREY. 
K.J. WEST ONE, 26 New Cavendish St, London, 
W1M 7LH. (071) 486 8262/63. Fax (071) 487 
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3452. Most established brands stocked. Two Hi­
Fi and one Home Cinema dem' studios. Appts 
nee. Home trial. Free installation. Service dept. 
Major credit cards. Interest free crdeit usually 
available - ask for details. Mon-Sat 1 0-6pm. 
(late night Thurs till ?pm) 
MUSICAL IMAGES LT D. 173 Station Road, 
Edgeware & 45 High Street, Hounslow, 
Middlesex. See under Middlesex & full pge ad. in 
The Directory. 
SOUND ORGANISATION LONDON, 4 Pickfords 
Wharf, Clink Street, London, SE1 9DG. Tel 071 
403 2255. Audio Research, Aura, Creek, Epos, 
Exposure, Heybrook, Koetsu, LFD, Lyra, Martin 
Logan, Micromega, Naim, Nakamichi, Rega, 
Rotel,  Roksan, Royd, SME, Sonus Faber. 
Interesting new equipment always under evalua­
tion. 2xsingle speaker listening rooms. Appts 
preffered. Free Installation. Service Department. 
Open Tues -Sat. 10-6. Late dem by appoint­
ment. 
SOUND SENSE, 350 Edgeware Road, London W2 
1DX. (071) 402 2100. Alphason, B&W, 
Kenwood, Nakamichi, Celestion, Denon, 
Monitor Audio, Marantz, NVA, Sony ES , Yamaha. 
Appts preferred. Installations available. Access, 
Visa, Standard credit facilities. Mon-Sat 9.30-
6.30. 
STUDIO 99. 79-81 Fairfax Road, Swiss Cottage, 
London NW6. 071-624 8855, Fax 071-624 5315. 
Nairn, Meridian, Quad, Mission/Gyrus, Rega, KEF, 
Arcam, Epos, Acoustic Energy, Yamaha, 
Nakamichi, NAD, Sonus Faber, B&O etc. Single 
speaker dem room, AV demos. Multiroom. Service 
dept. Visa/Access credit facilities. 10-7 Mon-Fri, 
10-6 Sat. � 
UXBRIDGE AUDIO - CHISWICK, 109 Chiswick 
High Road, Chiswick, W4 2ED (081) 742 3444 
Fax (081) 742 3295. 2 Demo Rooms, 
Installations, 2 Year Guarantee, 7 day exchange. 
Major credit cards, Tues - Sat 10 - 6, See 
Middlesex entry for brands stocked. � 
VOLUME ONE, 41 Upper Wickham Lane, Welling. 
(081) 304 4622. For full details see entry under 
Kent. 
ZEBRA, 18-24 Brighton Road, South Croydon 
CR2 6AA. 081 688 2093. Audio lab, Arcam, KEF 
Reference, Marantz, Mission, Micromega, 
Pioneer, Rotel, Sony, Tannoy, and large range of 
AV equipment. 52 Air Conditioned Demo Rooms. 
in a more casual environment. Service depart­
ment. The UK's leading home cinema centre. 
Man-Sat 9.30-6.00. Access, Visa, Switch & 
instant credit up to £1000 subject to status. 

GREATER MANCHESTER 
CENTRAL RADIO, 30-32 Shudehill, Manchester 
M4 1 EY. Tel 061 834 6700. Technics, 
Kenwood, Pioneer, Aiwa, Marantz, Mission, B&W, 
Wharfedale, JBL, Thorens, Panasonic, etc. T V  
video, surround sound, A V  systems, service dept, 
free delivery. Access, Visa, Switch finance. 
Man-Sat 9-5.30. 
THE AUDIO COUNSEL, 12 Shaw Road, Oldham, 
Manchester OL 1 3LQ. (061) 633 2602. Linn, 
Yamaha, Rega, Rotel, Arcam, Micromega, EPOS, 
Creek, Nakamichi, Denon. 2 dem rooms. Free 
install. Visa, Access, Licenced credit brokers up 
to £1000 instant credit. 10.00-5.30 Tues, Weds, 
Sat; 10.00-7 Thurs& Fri. Closed Mon. 
SWIFT OF WILMSLOW 4-8 St Annes Parade, 
Wilmslow. (0625) 526213. Aura, B&W, Denon, 
Kenwood, Marantz, NAD, Pioneer, Rotet, Tannoy, 
Revolver, JPW. Open 9:30am-6:00pm 2 dem 
rooms. No pressure' � 

MIDDLESEX 
HARROW AUDIO, 27 Springfield Rd, Harrow. 
(081 I 863 0938. Man-Sat 9.30-5.30. A&R, 
Audiolab, Gyrus, Denon, Epos, Monitor Audio, 
Musical Fidelity, Nakamichi, Quad, Rotel, Tannoy, 
Thorens, Yamaha. etc. � 
MUSICAL IMAGES LT D. 45 High Street, 
Hounslow, Middlesex TW3 11R. (081) 569 5802. 
FAX (081) 569 6353. & 173 Station Road, 
Edgeware HAB 7JX (081) 952 5535. FAX (081) 
951 5864. Most brands available - see full page 
ad in the product directory. Interest free credit, 
ask for details. Demo Rms, Repairs & Service. 
Open Sunday and all week. A home cinema spe-



cialist. Mail Order. Part exchange. 

RIVERSIDE HI-FI LTD, 422 Richmond Road, East 
Twickenham, Middlesex TWt 2EB. Tel. (081) 892 
7613. Fax (081) 892 7749. A.R., Arcam, Audio 
Innovations, Castle, Dual, Denon, KEF, Luxman, 
Michell, Musical Fidelity, Micromega, Marantz, 
Nakamichi, Rotel, Spendor, Systemdek, Tannoy, 
Yamaha. One demo room, in-car demo for car hi­
fi systems. Appts not always necessary. Home 

trial facilities. Free installation, service dept. 
Lombard Tricity, Access, Visa, Amex, Diners 

Club. Man-Sat 9.30-6, Thurs. Fri 9.30-7. li1o1i14 

MERSEYSIDE 
WA BRADY & SON, 401 Smithdown Rd, Liverpool 
L 15 3JJ. (051) 733 6859. 'Largest choice of spe­
cialist Hi-Fi in N.W. £100-£20K'. All credit cards. 
3 dem rooms. Closed Monday. li1o1i14 

P & A AUDIO (BIRKDALE) LTD 31 Liverpool Road, 

Birkdale, Southport (0704) 68373. Arcam, 
Cambridge, Creek, Denon, Michell, 

Mission/Gyrus, Mordaunt- Short, NAD, Pink 
Triangle, QED, Revolver, Rogers, Rote!, Royd, 
Tannoy. 3 Single speaker demo rooms and 

Nicam surround sound dem room. Free delivery, 
installation (Merseyside) Service dept, Man- Sat 
9 - 5.30 Half day Tues, Access, Visa, Lombard. 
PETERS HI-FI 11 Werburgh Sq, Grange Precinct, 
Birkenhead. 051-647 5626. 9-5.30 closed 
Thurs. See Cheshire entry for full details. 
PETERS HI-FI, 11 St Werburgh Squ, Birkenhead. 
Also at 8 High Str, Bromborough. 051-334 
1874/2825. Open 9-5.30 6 days a week. See 
Cheshire entry for details. 

WEST MIDLANDS 
AMADEUS SOUND & VISION, 1 0 Boldmere Road, 
Sutton Goldfield, West Midlands. 021-354 2311. 
Audio Innovations, aura, B&O, B&W, Castle, 
Marantz, Micromega, Musical Fidelity, 

Nakamichi, Harman Kardon, QED. Single speaker 
demo, appts preferred, service available, installa­
tions, B&O link install, horne trials. Access, Visa. 
interest free credit available subject to status 
9.30-6pm, 6 days. li1o1i14 

FRANK HARVEY HI-FI EXCELLENCE, 163 Span 
Street, Coventry CUt 3BB. (0203) 525200. 
Audiolab, Arcam, Bang & Olufson, Mission­

Gyrus, Denon, Marantz, Meridian, Nakamichi, 
NAD, Quad, Rega, Rotel, Yamaha. 3 floors, 3 
demonstration rooms, nice staff, nice coffee. 
Appts nee, service dept, free install, home trial 
facilities. li1o1i14 

All credit facilities available. Man-Sat 9.30-5.30. 
Wed til 8pm. 
GRIFFIN AUDIO LTD, 94 Bristol Street, 
Birmingham. (021) 692 1359/(021) 622 2230. 
Arcam,Castle, Gyrus, Denon, Linn, Marantz, Naim, 
Quad, Rega, Rotel. Open Tues-Sat 10-6. li1o1i14 

MUSIC MATIERS, 351 Hagley Road, Edgbaston, 
Birmingham B17 8DL (021) 429 2811. Rote I, 
Denon, Lexicon, Tannoy, Ruark, Alchemist, 
Exposure, Pioneer, Roksan, Nakamichi, Arcam, 
Audiolab, Musical Fidelity, Mission/Gyrus, 
Meridian, KEF, Monitor Audio, Pink Triangle. 2 
single speaker luxury demo rooms. Appts nee. 
home trial facilities, free installation, service 
dept. Access, Visa, instant credit up to £1000, 
interest free credit available. Tue-Thur 10.30-6, 
Fri 10.30-8, Sat 10-6. Branches also at: 93-95 
Hobs Moat Road, Solihull, W Midlands B92 HJI. 
021-742 0254. 156-157 Lower High Str, 
Stourbridge, W Midlands D18 1TS.  
(0384) 444184. li1o1i14 

NORFOLK 
AUDIBLE DIFFERENCE, Near Diss, Norfolk. Tel 
(0379) 7 40227. Absolute Sounds, Audion, Art 
Audio, ATC, Audio Innovations, Audio Note, AVI, 
DPA, EAR, Impulse, LFD, Pink Triangle, Roksan, 
SME, Tube Technology. Full demonstration facili­
ties including evenings. Appts required, free 
installation, horne trial facilities. Open Mon-Fri 
12-9pm, Sat 9-5pm. 
AUDIO IMAGES, 7 All Saints Rd, South Lowestoft, 

DEALER 
Directory 

Suffolk NR33 ODL Tel: 0502 582853. For full 
details see our main entry under Suffolk. 

BASICALLY SOUND, The Old School, School Rd, 
Bracon Ash. Norwich NR14 SHE. (0508) 
570829. Arcam, Naim, Denon, Spendor, 
Audiolab, Sound Organisation, Creek, Epos, 
Rotel, Heybrook, TDL, Nakamichi, etc. 2 compre­
hensive dern roorns. Home trial. Free installation. 
Visa, Access, HP facilities. Tues-Sat 9.30-1, 2-

5.30. li1o1i14 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
AUDIO CRAFT 23-25 Derngate, Northampton, 
NNt 1TY Tel: 0604 36291 Bang & Oulfsen, 
Kenwood, Technics, Marantz, Celestion, 
Mordaunt-Short. No appts nee, Free Install, 
Service Dept. Open Man-Sat 9-5:30pm 
AUDIO SHOP, 6 Hill Str, Raunds, Northants NN9 

6NN. (0933) 622325. Denon, Rotel, Marantz, 

Moth, JPW, Royd, Pro-ject, Philips. Full range of 
accessories available. No appts required, service 

dept, free install, home trial. Open Man-Sat 9-
5.30, Wed 9-12.30. 

CLASSIC HI-FI + VIDEO, School Lane, Kettering, 
Northants. (0536) 515766. Heybrook, Rotel, 
Yamaha, Onix, Onkyo, LSD, Nad, Pioneer, 
Marantz, Kenwood, Kef, Shearne, Rogers, 
Metaxas Audio and many more. Home trial, free 
instal., service dept. Access, Visa, credit facs. 
9.30-5 30pm. 
LISTEN INN, 32 Gold Street, Northampton. 
(0604)37871 (Fax) (0604) 601430 . Linn, Naim, 
Rega, Epos, Royd, Mission, Gyrus, Arcam, 
Audiolab, Neat , Creek, Quad, Denon etc. 2 Dem 
Rooms li1o1i14 

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 
CHANTRY AUDIO, 16-18a Eldon Street, Tuxford, 
Nr Newark, Notts NG22 OLH. (0777) 870372. 
Pink Triangle, DPA, Rotei/Michi, Micromega, 

NVA, Absolute Sounds, Alema, CR 
Developments, Michell, Lumley, Ruark, SME and 
much more! 3 dem rooms. Home trial, free 
installation, service dept. Access, Visa & credit 
facilities and mail order. Man-Sat 9:30-6pm Sun 
by appt. 
DEFINITIVE AUDIO, (0602) 813562. For a care­
fully considered approach to building a true hi­

fidelity audio system with components derived 

from the following manufacturers; Audio 
Innovations, Snell, Wadia, Micromega, Deltec, 
Voyd, Systerndek, SME, Revox, Ortofon, Pioneer. 
Demos by appt. Please phone for further details. 
Installation free of charge. Man-Sat 10-7, closed 
Wed am. 
NOTIINGHAM HI-FI CENTRE, 120-122 Alfreton 
Road, Nottingham. (0602) 786919. Over 25 
years experience, superb demo rooms, extens1ve 
range, free parking. Man-Sat 9-5.30. li1o1i14 

PETER ELLIS AUDIO, 29 Kirkgate Newark, 
Nottingham, NG24 tAD (0636 704571) Quad, 
Castle, Arcam, QED, Sugden, Tannoy, Thorens, 

Marantz, Dennon, Teac. Demo Room, Free 
Install, Service Department. Home cinema dem 
room. 

Access, Visa, Man-Sat 9-5:30 Close at 1 :OOprn 
on Thursday. 

OXFORDSHIRE 
ASTLEY AUDIO LTD, 3 Marketplace, Wallingford. 
(0491) 839305. Aura, B&W, JPW, Technics. 
Panasonic, Pioneer. Kenwood, Marantz, Sony, 
Yamaha, Denon, Dual, Mission, TDL, Tannoy. 
Home trial, free installation. Service dept. 
Access, Visa, Amex, Diners. Instant credit. Tue­
Fri 9-5.30, Sat 9-5. Records & COs stocked. 

OVERTURE HI-F I, 3 Church Lane, Banbury, 
Oxfordshire OX16 8LR. (0295) 272158. Arcam, 
Heybrook, Mission, Quad, Denon, Linn Products, 
Naim Audio, Epos, Meridian, Nakamichi. For 
sensible unbiased adivce, call Oxfordshire's 
audio experts. Superb demo facilities. No appts 
nee, service dept, free install, home trial. 
AccessNisa, instant credit. Mon-Fri 10-6, Sat 
9 30-5 30 li1o1i14 

OXFORD AUDIO CONSULTANTS LTD, Cantay Hse, 
Park End Street, Oxford OX1 1 JE. (0865) 
790879 fax (0865) 791665. NAD, Rotel, Musical 
Fidelity, Pioneer, Marantz, Rogers, TDL, Thorens, 
Audio Research, Proceed.2 Demo roorns. Service 
Dept, Home trial and free installation. Instant 
credit, Access, Amex, Visa. 10-6 Man-Sat. 

WESTWOOD AND MASON, 46 George St, Oxford. 
Tel: (0865) 247783. Aura, Arcam, Denon, Epos, 
Royd, Marantz, Mission, Monitor Audio, Nakamichi, 
Naim, Quad, Rotel, Rega, Tannoy, Teac. Open 10-

5pm. Dem room. Closed Thur. li1o1i14 

SHROPSHIRE 
AVON HI-FI, 12 Barker Street,Shrewsbury, 
Shropshire SYt 1 QJ. (0743) 355166. NAD, 
Quad, B&W, Kenwood, Aiwa, Base, Nakamichi, 
Onkyo. Dem room. Home trial. Free install. 

Service dept. Access, Visa. £1000 instant credit. 
Mon. Tues, Wed, Fri, Sat 9-5.30. 
CREATIVE AUDIO, 9 Dogpole, Shrewsbury. (0743) 

241924. Arcam, Audiolab, Celestion, Gyrus, 
Denon, Epos, Kef, Meridian, Mission, Naim, 
Quad, Rega, Roksan, Rotel, Ruark, Tripod. Dern 
room. Home trial and free installation. One of the 
best ranges of quality hi-fi outside London. Credit 
to £1000. Access, Visa. Tues-Sat 9.30-5.30. 
Service dept. 

SOMERSET 
MIKE MANNING AUDIO, 110 Middle Street, Yeovil, 
Somerset BA20 1 NE. (0935) 79361, Fax (0935) 
32923, Mobile(0850) 325965. Naim, Roksan, 
Pink Triangle, A+R (Arcam), AT C, AVI, NAD, 
Pioneer, Rote!, Oenon, etc. Dedicated listening 

lounge, for relaxed and unpressured demonstra­
tions. Appts not usually nee. but best to phone first. 
Home trial facilities on request, free installation, 
service department. Instant credit, Access & Visa, 
etc.9-5.30 closed Mondays. 

STAFFORDSHIRE 
GRANGE HI-FI LTD, 153 Branston Rd. Burton-on­
Trent, Staffordshire DE14 300. (0283) 33655. 
Albarry, Audio Innovations, Arcam, Castle, 
Denon, JPW, Marantz, Pink Triangle, Rotel, 
Rogers, Systemdek, SME, Tannoy, TDL, Yamaha. 

Oem fac, appts nee on Sat, Free InstalL Service 
dept Access, Visa. 9.00-5.30pm.Ciosed for 
lunch 12.00-12.30. 

SUFFOLK 
AUDIBLE DIFFERENCE, Near Diss, Norfolk - see 
main entry under Norfolk. 
AUDIO IMAGES, 7 All Sa1nts Rd, Pakefield, South 
Lowestoft, Suffolk NR33 6JL. Tei/Fax: 0502 
582853. Quad, Triangle, Arcam, Castle, Rotel, 
Moth, JPW, Finlux, Audio Innovations. plus the 
amazing Rothwell range. Separate demo room, 
no appts nec.1 0-6.30 Tue-T hur, ?pm Fri, 6pm 
Sat. 

BASICALLY SOUND, The Old School, School Rd, 
Bracon Ash, Norwich. (0508) 570829. For full 
details see entry under Norfolk. li1o1i14 

BURY AUDIO, 47 Churchgate St, Bury St  
Edmonds, Suffolk, IP33 1RG. Tel (0284) 724337. 
Arcam, Castle, Heybrook, LFD, Marantz, 
Meridian, Monitor Audio, Michell, Musical 
Fidelity, Orelle, Pink Triangle, Proac, Quad, Rote!, 
Ruark, Target, van den Hul, etc. Single Speaker 
Room. No appointments necessary. Home trial 
fac. Free Installation. Access, Visa, Switch. 
9.30-6pm Man-Sat. Closed Wed 
EASTERN AUDIO, 41 Bramford Rd, Ipswich. 
(0473) 217217.0uad Audio Lab, Denon, Dual, 
Marantz, Mission, NAD, Nakamichi, Technics, 
Arcam. Man-Sat 9.30-6. li1o1i14 

SURREY 
AUDIO SOUTH, 24 ( T he Woolmead) East Str, 
Farnham, Surrey GU9 ?T T. (0252) 714555. 
Audio Note, Deltec, JPW, Marantz, Rotel, Teac, 
etc. AV specialist. Dem room and evening 
appointments available. Home trial facilities. Free 
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installation. Access, Visa. 10.30-6 Man-Sat. 
INFIDELITY, 9 High Str, Hampton Wick, Kingston 
Upon T hames, Surrey. Tel: (081) 943 3530. 
Arcam, Creek, Epos, Heybrook, Micromega, 
Nairn Audio, Roksan, Rega Research, Shaninian, 
TEAC. Single speaker listening room. Appts pref, 
free installation, service dept. Major credit cards. 
Closed Man, Tue-Fri 10.30-7, Sat 10-6. 

PJ HI-FI - the Hi-Fi Shop, 3 Bridge St, Guildford, 
Surrey GUt 4RY. (0483) 504801/304756. 9-6 
Man-Sat. Linn, Meridian, Arcam, Quad, Revox, 
Rotel, NAD, Nakamichi, Marantz, Yamaha, 
Deltec, Rega, Audiolab,Mission/Cyrus. li1o1i14 

RIVERSIDE HI-FI, 422 Richmond Road, East 
Twickenham. TWt 2EB. Tel: (081) 892 7613. 
Fax (081) 892 7749. See main entry under 
Middlesex. 
ROGERS HI-FI, 13 Bridge Street, Guildford, 
Surrey (0483) 61049. Aiwa, Creek, Denon, 
JPW, Marantz, Micromega, Rogers, T EAC, 
Pioneer, Systemdek, Tannoy. Demonstration facil­
ities available, no appointment necessary. Free 
installation. Service department. AccessNisa. 
Instant credit up to £1 ,000 subject to status. 
Monday-Saturday 9.30-6pm, later by appoint­
ment. 

SPALDINGS HI-FI, 352-4 Lower Addiscombe Rd, 
Croydon, Surrey CRO 7AF. 081-654 1231/2040. 
Linn Naim, Quad, Meridian, Audiolab, Mission, 
Marantz, Denon, Ruark, Tannoy, Arcam. 3 dem 
rooms including AV room. Service dept, free 
install, home trial facilities, appointments advis­
able. Access, Visa, Amex, Interest free credit, 

instant credit. Man-Sat 9-5.45. Tues-8. Closed 
Wed. Service dept. li1o1i14 

SURBI T O N  PARK RADIO, 48 Surbiton Rd, 

Kingston-Upon-Thames, Surrey. (081) 546 5549. 
Quad, Castle, Dual, Denon, Kenwood, 
Mordaunt-Short, Rotel, Pioneer, QED, B&W, 

Tannoy. Demo facilities. Access, Visa. 9.30-5.00 
Man-Sat. Service dept. 

ZEBRA 18-24 Brighton Road, South Croydon 
CR2 6AA. 081 688 2093. See main entry under 
London. 

SUSSEX (EAST) 
JEFFRIES HI-FI, 69 London Road, Brighton BN1 
4JE. (0273) 609431. Hi-fi, home cinema and 

multi-room specialist. Range includes Adcom, 
Arcam, Celestion, Denon, Dynaudio, KEF, 
Kinshaw, Lexicon, Linn, Meridian, Mitsubishi, 
Naim, Panasonic, Polk, Rega, REL, Rotel, Royd, 
Ruark, Shahinian, Sony. 2 dem rooms. Open 
Tues-Sat, late night Wed. Free parking, bus 
route, credit facilities. Winner Sony/Hi-Fi News 
Best Southern Dealer. li1o1i14 

JEFFRIES HI-FI, 4 Albert Parade, Green Street. 
Eastbourne BN21 1 SO. (0323) 31336, Fax (0323) 
416005. Hi-fi, home cinema and multi-room 
specialist. Range includes Adcom, Arcam. 
Celestion, Denon, Dynaudio, KEF, Lexicon, Linn, 

Meridian, Mitsubishi, Naim, Panasomc, Polk, REL, 
Rotel, Royd, Ruark, Sony. Two demonstration 
rooms. Open Tues-Sat, late night Wed. Free park­
Ing, bus route, credit facilities. Winner Sony/Hi-Fi 
News Best Southern Dealer. li1o1i14 

THE POWERPLANT, 66 Upper North Street, 
Brighton BNt 3FL. (0273) 775978. Gyrus, 
Roksan, Micromega, Epos, Rega, Arcam, 
Audiolab, T heil, Rotel, Audionote etc. Single 
speaker demonstration room, home trial avail­
able, no appts required, service dept, free instal­
lation.Access, Amex, Visa, Interest free credit, 
instant credit. Tue-Sat 1 0-6pm. li1o1i14 

SUSSEX (WEST) 
AUDIO DESIGNS, 26 High Street, East Grinstead, 
West Sussex RH19 3AS. (0342) 314569. Arcam, 

Audiolab, Gyrus, Epos, Linn, Marantz, Nairn, 
Rote!, Mission, Sony. Comfortable listening room. 
Installation and service dept. Access, Visa and 
credit facilities. 9:30-6:00 Man-Sat, late Tue. 
li1o1i14 

BOWERS & WILKINS LTD, (Est. 1945) 1 Becket 
Buildings, Littlehampton Rd. Worthing. (0903) 2 



64141 . 1 m mute from A24 & A27. Free local 
parking. Aura, B&W (inc. Matrix), Castle, 
Denon, MissiOn, Nakamichi, Philips, Quad, 
Technics, Thorens, and many more in 3 Dem 
Rooms. Systems, Hi-Fi and Home Cinema. 
Service Dept, Installations. Open 6 days a 
week. Access, Visa, instant credit to £1 000 sub­
ject to status. 
CHI CHESTER HI Fl, 7 St Pancras, Chichester, W. 
Sussex P019 1 SJ. Tel: (0243) 776402. Unn, 
Naim,Rega, Creek, Nakamichi, A&R, Denon, 
Roksan etc. Tues-Sat, 10-1, 2-5.15 (closed 
Mon). � 

TYNE & WEAR 
RED RADIO SHOP AND HI-FI CENTRE, 11 Olive 
Street (Oft Park Lane), Sunderland, Tyne & Wear 
SR1 3PE. 091-567 2087. Castle, Denon, JVC, 
Kenwood, Mordaunt-Short, Michell, Pioneer, 
Teac, Tannoy, TDL. TV, video, styli, cartridges, 
components, accessories, portables etc. 
Audio/visual dem room with cinema sound. On 
site repair service,  interest free credit 
9am-5.30pm daily 

WARWICKSHIRE 
FRANK HARVEY HIFI 163 Span Street, Coventry, 
Warwickshire, CV1 3BD. Tel 0203 525200. 
Arcam, Mission, Gyrus, Musical Fidelity, Marantz, 
Rotel, NAD, Tannoy, Yamaha, KEF. Open 9:30-
5:30 closed Thursday. � 
HOUSE OF MUSIC, 44 Park Street, Leamington 
Spa, Warwickshire CV32 40N. (0926) 881500. 
Unn, B&O, Meridian, Mission, Celestion, Arcam, 
Rotel, Sony Esprit, Denon, Aura. Two separate 
rooms. No appts required, service dept, free 
install, home trial. Access, Amex, Visa, Diners, 
lnt free credit, instant credit. Open 9.30-5.30 6 
days. � 
SOUNDS EXPENS IVE, 12 Regent Str, Rugby. 
(0788) 540772. Arcam, Audiolab, Quad, 
Meridian, Marantz, Mission, Celestion, KEF, 
Rotel, Ruark, Rotel, Heybrook. IMPROVE YOUR 
IMAGE, BE SEEN WITH US. appts required, no 
service dept, free install, home trial facilities 
Access, Amex, Visa, Diners, Instant credrt. Open 
9-5.30pm Mon-Sat. � 
STRATFORD HI-FI, 25 Henley Street, Statford, 
Warwickshire CV3QW (0789) 414533. Onkyo, 
Kef, Arcam, Yamaha, Denon, NAD, Mission, 
Rotel, Marantz, Pioneer, Monitor Audio, B&W, 
Tannoy, Laserdisc. Dem room, wide range of 
home cinema equipment No appts required, ser­
vice dept, free install, home trial. Access, Visa, 
lnt free credit, mstant credit. Open 9.30-5.30 6 
days, open late Wed by appt. 

WILTSHIRE 
THE AUDIO EXCHANGE, 52 Morse Str, Swindon, 
Wiltshire SN1 5QP. (0793) 539008. Acoustic 
Energy, Audio Innovations, Cerwin Vega, CR 
Developments, Heybrook, Impulse, Micromega, 
Michell, REL, Sequence, Sugden. AV and single 
speaker demo room. Home trial facilities, free 
installation, service dept. 10-6 Mon-Sat. 
AUDIO T, 60 Fleet St, Swindon, Wiltshire . SN1 
1 RA. (0793) 538222, Fax (0793) 487260. 
Great hi-fi from Arcam, Audiolab, Gyrus, Denon, 
Unn, Meridian, Mission, Rotel, Sony, Yamaha, 
and many more. Man-Sat 9.30-5 30. 3 yr gntee 
on Hi-Fi. Free del & instal. 30 day upgrade 
scheme. Home dems. PX. 2 dem rooms. AN 
Dept. � 

WORCESTERSHIRE 
COLORAMA HI-FI, 27 Kingfisher Walk, Kingfisher 
Centre, Redditch, Wares B97 4 E Y .  (0527) 
597260. Aura, Nad, Onkyo, Kenwood, Denon, 
TDL, Polk Audio, B&W, Tannoy, Full Pro-Logic 
products. In-store integrated dem facilities. No 
appts required, service dept. Access, Visa.Open 
9-5.30, closed Thur. 
SPAINS HI-FI, 2&2a New Road, Bromsgrove, 
Worcestershire. Tel: (0527) 872460. B&W, 
Denon, Kef, Kenwood, Marantz, Mission, Nad, 
Pioneer, Rote!, Sony, Tannoy and more. Integral 
demo room/showroom for instant comparisons 
on hi-ft and AV equipment. Free installation, ser-

vice dept & credit facilities, Access & Visa. 
WEST MIDLANDS AUDIO, 158 Ombersley Road, 
Worcester WR3 ?HA. (0905) 58046. Audiolab, 
Arcam, Nairn Audio, Rega, Kef, Roksan, Epos, 
Quad, Nakamichi, Absolute Sounds and lots 
more. 4 demo rooms for budget & high-end 
audio. Dedicated DSP room. Appointments 
required. Free install, service dept. Access, Visa, 
Amex, Diners, Switch. Chartered Trust. Mon-Sat 
9.00-5.30 late evenings by appt. 

YORKSHIRE (NORTH) 
HARROGAT E HI-FI, 15 Commercial Str, 
Harrogate, N Yorks. (0423) 504274. Alchemist, 
Albarry, Ruark, Cabasse, Tannoy, Lumley 
Reference, Orelle, Celestion, NAD, Onkyo, Rotel, 
Yamaha. Single speaker dems, home cinema 
dems. Appts required, service dept, free install, 
home trial. Access, Amex, Visa, lnt free credit, 
instant credit. Open 1 0-6pm closed Mon. � 
SCARBDRDUGH HI-FI CENTRE, 14 Northway, 
Scarborough, N. Yorks Y011 1JL. (0723) 
374547. Alchemist, Lumley Reference, Nad, 
Rotel, Onkyo, Mission, Celestion, Orelle, Marantz, 
Tannoy, Ruark. Dem room, home dems. Appts 
required, service depart, free install, home trial. 
Access Visa lnt free Credit, Amex, Diners. Open 
10-6 Mon to Sat. � 
SOUND ORGANISATION YORK, 2b Gillygate, York 
Y03 ?EO. Tel: (0904) 627108. Closed Mondays. 
Linn, Nairn, Rega, Creek, Meridian, Arcam, 
Denon, Royd, Rotel and other well chosen 
makes. "You can't go wrong - we wouldn't let 
you" � 
VICKERS HI-FI, 24 Gtllygate, York. (0904) 
629659. Audiolab, Harman-Kardon, Marantz, 
Musical Fidelity, Pink Triangle, Quad, Systemdek, 
Tannoy, Technics, & lots more. 3 demonstration 
studios (2 by appointment) superb showrooms, 2 
year guarantee on all hi-fi products. Appts as 
above, home trial facilities, free installation, ser­
vice department. Qualified and experienced staff, 
over 25 years experience.12 months interest free 
credit. 10 30-5 30 Mon-Sat. 

YORKSHIRE (SOUTH) 
HI-FI STUDIOS, Sunnyfields, Doncaster, S Yorks 
DN5 85A. (0302) 781387. TDL, Sugden, Proac, 
Ruark, Teac, lmpluse, Systemdek, Alphason, 
Target, Albarry, Heybrook, Monitor Audio, JPW, 
Totem, Harbeth, Keswick Audio Research, 
Michell Engineering, AMC (CD & Valves), CR 
Developments (Valves), Art Audio (Valves), REL 
Acoustics, Projects Origin Live, Dual, Yamaha. 
Home cinema Pro-Logic demonstrations, lrsten­
ing room, dems, home trial, free delivery and 
install, 2 year guarantee. Access, Visa. 1 0-8pm 
Mon-Fri, 1 0-6 Sat. Phone for further into.& FREE 
fact pack. 

YORKSHIRE (WEST) 
AUDIOVISION (BRIGHOUSE) LTD, 5 Bethel Street, 
Brighouse, W Yorks HD6 1 JR. (1 mile from junc­
tion 25, M62) (0484) 713996. Yorkshire's 
experts for the entire range of Technics hi-fi sep­
arates and systems, Panasonic Nicam TV, satel­
lite, audio, VCRs and camcorders, Phtlips 
widescreen TV, CDi and Laserdisc players and 
Yamaha cinema DSP separates. Also, Castle 
Acoustics, Mordaunt-Short, Base, TDL, Cerwin 
Vega and Aiwa hi-fi separates. Hi-fi, home cine­
ma and Dolby Prologic surround sound systems 
on continuous demonstration. Free specialist 
advice and expert installatron. In store service 
dept, Access, V1sa, Credit charge. Mon-Sat 9-
5.30. 
DOUG BRADY HI-FI, The Forge Cottage, 19 
Crossgate, Otley, Leeds, West Yorkshire LS21 
1 AA. (0943) 467689, for the very best in hi-fr 
separates and home cinema. Nairn, Arcam, 
Rotel, Pink Triangle, Meridian, Epos, Castle. Two 
dem rooms, free rnstall, service. Access/Visa. 
Open 1 0-6pm Tues-Sat. � 
HUDDERSFIELD HI-FI CENTRE, 4 Cross Church 
SI, Huddersfield. (0484) 544668. B&W, Gyrus, 

Kenwood, Denon, Rotel, Arcam, Musical Fidelity, 
Quad, Audio Lab, Marantz, Mission, etc. Dem 
facilties - appointment reqd. Mon-Sat 9-5.30, 
Thurs 9-8. Closed Wed. Free installation, credit 
facilities. Access, Visa. 
IMAGE HI-FI, 17 The Springs, Wakefield, WF1 
1 QE. (0924) 200272. Arcam, Linn, Meridian, 
Mission, Quad, Rotel, Etc. 2 Listening Rooms . 
Free Parking, Dell & Instal Mon-Sat 9 30 5:30 
pm � 
IMAGE HI-FI, 8-10 St Annes Road, Headingley, 
Leeds, L56 3NK (0532 789374) Arcam, Linn, 
Meridian, Mission, Quad, Rotel, Etc. 3 Listening 
Rooms. Free Dem & Instal.  Open 
Mon-Sat 9:30 - 6:00pm � 

NORTHERN IRELAND 

BELFAST 
LYRIC HI-FI, 161/163 Stranmillis Road, Belfast. 
(0232) 381296, Fax (0232) 661115. Linn, 
Nairn, Rega, Arcam, Castle, Denon, Rotel, Royd, 
Epos, Shahinian, Sehring etc. Free delivery and 
installation, service dept, 3 single speaker demo 
rooms, interest free credit available. Open Man­
Sat 10-6, Late night T hurs. closed all day 
Wednesday. 
ZEUS AUDIO, 2-4 Grt Victoria Str, Belfast BT2 
?BA. (0232) 332522. Audio Innovations, Pink 
Triangle, Roksan, Marantz, Tannoy, Rotel, 
Micromega, Meridian, Mission Gyrus etc. Open 
Mon-Sat 10.00-5.30. Late night Thursday. 
� 

COUNTY DOWN 
ASTON AUDIO, Unit 8, Kings Road Shopping 
Centre, Kings Road. Belfast. Tel: 0232 402220. 
Akai, Aiwa, Technics, JVC, Mitsubishi, Samsung, 
Toshiba, Panasonic, and many more. Demos 
avarlable, Open Mon-Fir 1 0-8pm Sat 1 0-5pm 

SCOTLAND 

AYRSHIRE 
LASER AUDIO Now at new premises; 1 SI 
Marnock Place, Kilmarnock KA 1 1 ET. (0563) 
40292. Audiolab, Aiwa, Celestion, Gyrus, 
Denon, Dual, Marantz, Mission, Philips, Pioneer, 
Systemdek and Tannoy. 2 dem rooms, AN dem 
room. Appts Prefered, home trial facilities, Free 
installation, service facilities. Access, Visa and 
written credit. Open Tues-Fri 10-5.30 Sat 9.30-
5.30. 

EDINBURGH 
IN HI-FI, Galloway House. 8-10 Bakers Place, 
Corner of St Stephen St, Stockbridge, Edinburgh 
EH3 6SY 031-225 8854. Arcam, Castle, Gyrus, 
Marantz, Meridian, Mission, Quad, Rogers,Sony, 
Yamaha, and other good brands. Full home cinema 
demonstration lounge. 2 hi-fr demo lounges. No 
appts required, service dept, free install, home tnal 
facilities. Access, Amex, Visa, instant credit. Open 
Mon-Sat 9 30-6pm. � 

GLASGOW 
STEREO STEREO, 278 St. Vincent St, Glasgow 
G2 5RL. (041) 248 4079. Fax 0555 82358 
Linn, Nairn, Rega, Arcam, Creek, Epos, Castle, 
Shahinian, Denon and Sehring etc. 3 Single 
Speaker Demo Rooms. No appointments neces­
sary. Home Trial Facilities. Free Installation. ser­
vice dept. Interest free credit all standard facili­
ties. Closed Tues Mon-Sat 10-6. 

GRAMPIAN 
HI-FI EXCELLENCE 293 Union Grove, Aberdeen, 
AB1 6TD.  Tel  0224 322520. Aiwa, Audio 
Innovations, Denon, Impulse, Infinity, Musical 
Fidelity, Rotel, Roksan, TDL. 2 large single 
speaker dem rooms. Appts necessary after 
6.00pm. Home trial facilitres, Free Installation, 

INDICATES MEMBERSHIP OF 
THE BRITISH AUDIO DEALERS 
ASSOCIATION 

Service Department. Various offers. 3 Yr guar­
antee. Open 1 0-6.00pm 6 days. 

HIGHLANDS 
THE MUSIC STATION, 49 Church Str, Inverness IV 
1 DR. Tel: (0463) 225 523. Beyer Dynamic, 
Celestion, Denon, Jamo, Kef, Kenwood, Mission, 
Pioneer, Rotel, Sony. Listening room servrce dept, 
free delivery to local area, part exchange,full 
range of credit facilities. 

STIRLING 
STIRLING AUDIO, 19 Barton Str, Stirling, Scotland 
FK8 1 HF (0786) 479958. Linn, Mission, Gyrus, 
Marantz, Arcam, TDL, Heybrook, Tannoy, Aiwa, 
Audio Innovations. Dem room. No appts neces­
sary, service dept, free installation, home trial. 
Access, Visa, lnt free credit, instant credit. Man­
Sat 10-5 30, closed Wed. 

TAYSIDE 
JD. BROWN, 28-36 Castle St, Dundee DD1 9NZ. 
(0382) 26591. Rotel, Denon, Pioneer, Technics, 
Aiwa, Mission, Castle, Mordaunt-Short, Monitor 
Audio, Base, Infinity. All equipment ready for 
demonstration. No appt nee, free installation, ser­
vice dept. Open 9.30-6pm six days a week, 
(close 5pm Sat). 

WALES 

CLWYD 
ELECTRO TRADER, 19 Colwyn Crescent, Rhos 
On Sea, Colwyn Bay, Clwyd. North Wales LL2B 
4RN. (0492) 548932. Rotel, Yamaha, NAD, 
Harman Kardon, Teac, Sugdens, Tannoy, TDL, 
KEF, Infinity, Jamo, JBL, Heybrook, Heco, Ruark, 
Alphason, AR, Target Stands, etc. Dem room. 
Appts preferred. Home trial. Free install. Access, 
Visa. Open 9.30-1.00, 2.00-5.30 Mon-Sat. 
ACTON GATE AUDIO, 4 Ruabon Rd, Wrexham, 
North Wales, Tel: 0978 364 500, Arcam, B&W, 
Marantz, Mission, NAD, Quad, Rega, Rotel, 
Tannoy, Yamaha, etc, Dem Facilities, A.V. on 
dem, Mail Order. No appts nee, home trial fac, 
Free install, Service Dept. Access, Visa. 9:30-
5:30 closed Weds PM 

SOUTH GLAMORGAN 
AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 134 Crwys Road, Cardiff. 
(0222) 228565.Great Hi Fi carefully selected and 
demonstrated by friendly, enthusiastic staff. 
Closed Mon. � 

WEST GLAMORGAN 
AUDIO EXCELLENCE , 9 High St, Swansea. 
(0792) 474608. Great HI-Fi carefully selected 
a n d 
demonstrated by friendly, enthusiastic staff. 
Closed Mon. � 

GWYNEDD 
I&H GRIFFITHS & SONS, 313 Htgh St, Bangor 
LL57 1 YA. (0248) 370655. Aura, Yamaha, 
Tannoy, Teac, Sony, B&W, SVC, Rotel. Demos 
available, no appts nee, home trial facilities, free 
installation, sevice dept. Access, Visa, Lombard 
credit charge. Mon-Sat 9-5.30, Wed 9-1. Audio 
Visual Specialists. 
PETERS HI-FI Victoria Buildings, Mostyn Avenue, 
Craig-y-don, Llandudno. (0492) 876788. 1 
Srngle speaker dem room. Open 9-5.30. Closed 
Wed. See Cheshire branch for details. 
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Minette 2 

A/V 1 

May '93 LOUDSPEAKERS 
May '94 

WHAT HI·FI? AUGUST 1993 
'The new-look RA8's offer o view of music that's Involving 
and Intriguing. Their clear. uncoloured sound br1ms wtth detail.' 

Size 42 X 25.5 X 25cm 

Over 1000 pairs supplied to the BBC 
Bi-wirllble studio monitor quality lowdsp<oak•eri .. 
Flat frequency response from 60Hz to 20kHz. 
I 00 watts power handling 
25mm fabric dome tweeter with fcrrofluid cooling 
200mm cobex coned blw/mid unit on cast cluwis 

FlNISH 

RA8 series 2 Black Ash 

HI•FI? FEB 1993 
musical speaken 
monn"'�·· 

HOME AND STUDIO 
RECORDING FEBRUARV 1991 
'Detailed sound. smooth bosa.good 
traNient reproduct1on.· 

RETAIL DIRECT 

£199 
Walnut I Mahogany "".oH'\ 

veneer �� £249 

D I R E C T 
HAND CRAFTED IN BRITAIN SINCE 1947 

ONLY TOP QUAUTY CAST MAGNESIUM ALLOY USED FOR OUR MINElTE AND RA8 
BASS UNIT CHASSIS (UNLIJCE THE COMPETITION WHO USE INFERIOR PRESSED STEEL) 

ALL SPEAKERS COME WITH A 5 YEAR GUARANTEE 
CUITING OUf THE RETAILER AND SELLING DIRECT MEANS HUGE SAVINGS FOR YOU 
ASK ABOUf OUR THREE MONTH INTEREST FREE CHEQUE SPREAD PAYMENT SCHEME 

TRY THE SPEAKERS IN YOU/l HOME WITH YOU/l SYSTEM AT YOU/l LEISURE 

IF NOT DELIGHTED RETURN THEM WITHIN 7 DAYS FOR A FULL REFUND 

- � CLJT OLJT TliE COUPON AND CUT OLJT TliE MIDDLEMAN - llFC 6194 
I NAME 

I �oom --------------------------------------------
1 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

POSlCOOE ITU�NE ----------------------

MODR. UIP£Tll: 2 0 Mlt£Tlt :1 GRAPHITE 0 MINETTE 2 WAU\IUT0 MINETTE 2 MA.HOQ..t.NV 0 
WltETTC GaD 0 WII£TTE OOlD GRAPHITE 0 M1NETTE QOlO WALNliT 0 WINETIE OOl.D MAH0G. 0 

RABO RA8 GOLD WAlNUT D RA8 GOlD LWiOGANY 0 
AN�ICAA 0 AN"""Nl.O< 0 ANOOLO 0 

I Plo.YMEM CHEQUE D VlBA 0 ACCES80 OT>ER -------

I CAAO NO. ----------------------------- I'XP'RV DATE ----------

1 OGtWUlE 
=�'!. � fordellvety 

1 o,_,_a _ ' ....L1 Jt...11 ���kl2:���.�����: f\./c;n rQ ,TJf/Lo. BD194AZ Engklnd Fax0274869935 
I Telephone 0274 872442 
'---------------------

TOP ***** RATING 
WHAT HI•FI? MAY 1993 
"they have a natural and tireless presentation 
of all sorts of mUIIc, with an easy. enJoyable 
performance. Keerly pnc&d (ot£120). 
cracldnQ ltltle all rounders.' 

Compare our price and quality to Mission 7YJ, 

Hi·Fi 
A�l993 

WORLD 
'Migh1y Mlnlatureo' 

Diamond 
and Tannoy 603. They've had ftle market all to ftlemselves. Unt11 now ... 

130mm bMslmid unit on cut cbaDiJ 
FINISH DIRECT Size 30x 16x20cm RETAJL 
Black Ash j:l29 £89 

MINETTE 2 GraphHe p-49 £109 
Walnut I Mahogany p-19 £129 veneer 

Black Ash p-49 £109 
MINETTEu-o\6. GraphHe p-69 £129 (Bi-wired) Walnut I Mahogany � £149 veneer 

Add £5 carriage on Minette 

WHAT HI•FI? MAV 1994 
"the A/V I system offers excellent value for money" 

"includes a capable subwoofer, with a weighty bass response" 
"it's way over par for the price" 

0111ER. COMBINATIONS AVAIL\BE UPON REQUEST RETAIL DIRECT 
One pair of RA From Satolllbl •.-kon 

A/V l"''c.�"' One pair ot RA. Roar satellite� � £179 One lhlolded RA cenlre --""' 
One RA Mkn. aubwoofer 

One prUr of RA Mlnetlla 2'• 

A/VI (Top ***** rating INhal Hi-Fo? May 1993) 

£249 Ono pair ol R.A. .-1"0 opeakl!'l � TOP***** RATING One shielded RA centre ape&ker _._THI•FI? One RA Gold IIJbwOoter 
One pelr of R.A. Mlnett. Goldll 

A/V (;..0\� 
One �r of AA ........ epe&k8,. 
One lhleldod R.A. cenlre spoekar 
One RA Gold ou� __£499 £349 
One pair of R.A . loudapeeker .tandl 

Add £12 carriage on AN systems 
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NAIM NAP140 Power Amp. 1 year old. as new £375. 
Nakamichi 700 Tri-tracer cassctts deck £200. Supex SD900E 
MC cartridge, £100. ti: Bath (0225) 811134 

MARANTI!l CD521I. used once, mint condition, £150. 
ti: Southampton (0703) 677984 

LINN AKITO tonearm, £60. Rote! 820BX, £60. Both VGC and 
original packaging. Wanted Thorens TD321 record deck. 
ti: Rotherham (0709) 54 7176 

MERIDIAN 101 B Pre amp. Has CD input. £85. Quad 306 power 
amp, £230. Quad FM2 Tuner, £55. Wanted Meridian 104 
tuner. ti: Plymouth (0752) 491924 

LINN LP12, lttok LVIII, K18, £850 ono. Creek T40, £100. Denon 
DRM600. £100. Royd Eden speakers, £160 ono. Linn Jntek, 
£250.§: Kent 081-776 2263. 

LINN SARA speakers Teak with stands, £250. 
ti: Bristol (0272) 657605 

NAKAMICHI Receiverl. Top of the range; 80WRMSx2; 7 inputs 
audio and 3 video; rec out selector: variable loudness ere. 
Remote controls two Nakamichi decks. 1 year old. £300. 

§: Woking (0483) 771731 day. 

LP12 (1989), Ekos Troika (1991), Naim 32.5/Snaps/250 (1992), 
Epos ES14. Tables and stands ere, Yamaha K-340 deck. £2400 
ono. S Surrey 081-547 1264 

LJNN Axis with Linn Basik LVX arm for sale, £200. 
S Weymouth (0305) 775326 

ROGERS JR150 speakers. £170. S B'ham 021-427 8810 

APOLLO 5 shelf rack , spiked top and bottom. Cost £129, will 
accept £70. S Oundee (0382) 25383, (day), ask for Bob. 

ARCAM Alpha plus CD player. mint. boxed, with manual. 
£230 ONO. S Leeds (0532) 428622 

KEF 105/3 latest spec, 2 months old, immaculate can demo 
and Meridian 200, 203 boxes AUA 12 ABLE, sensible offers on 
both. W Hounslow 081-572 5020. after 7pm. 

SONY TA-F630 ESD Amp watts 2x80 £150 ono. Sony 730ES 
tape deck, £120 ono. Sony 121 ES speakers. £60 ono. Sony SEQ 
310. equaliser, £55 ono. AJI in excellent condition. m Gwent 

(0633) 680525. 

CELESTION Ditton 44 speakers VGC.. with stands. £175. Rote! 
RA2020 amp, £50 ono. S Gwywedd (0407) 811055, eves. 

MAGNEPLANAR panel loudspeaker (MG1. 4). outstanding and 
as new. Cost £1100, will accept £450. Audio Alchemy DDE-1 
DAC, as new, £249. m London 081-292 1634 

CONCORDANT Exelsior, excellent condtition, recent over­
haul. one year's guarantee left. £480 ono. S Redditch (0527) 
550889, after 6.30pm. 

KEF 105.3. rosewood, as new, £1395 ono. Audiolab 8000A, 
pristine, (360 ono. Acoustic Energy AE3 QED stands, only 
£795. S Bath (0225) 480990 

MONITOR AUDIO R252 speakers with Heybrok stands. 
Excellent condition, Cl20. S Hemel Hempstead (0442) 
240070 

THORENS TD280 MK2, (80. Sony STS370 tuner, £60. Technics 
SUVX600. £90. 2 Technics BX707, £90 each. Celestion DL8/2. 
£80 pair. Sony headphones, £20 pair. ti: Wigan (0374) 249821 

PIONEER A 400X amp. boxed. £180. S Newhaven (0273) 
516388 

GRADIENT subwoofer for Quad ESL 57, as new, £600. Decca 
London super gold cartridge. 4 hours use, £150. m Surrey 
081-393 42654 

TANDBERG amplifier and pre amp (3003) (3002). Excellent 
condition, cost £1500 each, will sell fOr £450 each ono. 
W Sheffield (0742) 581563 or (0836) 708469 

PENTACHORD sun woofers x2 in beech with stereo active 
cross over. 12bd. octave at 95hz. Use with Horns Electrostatics 
or Pentachord. Full range also available, hous move, £800. 
W Welwyn (0438) 714656 

AURA V A lOO Evolution amp, £250. S Hants (0703) 328573 

TECHNICS AMP SUA700. RC, £170, 45Wpch, class AA. 
Technics CD player SL-PS740A, £170. Cass deck. RSBX646. RC, 
£170. All in mint condition. S London 081-889 1575, eves. 

MUSICAL FIDELITY B200 amp, £l50. Arcam BB2 DAC. offers. 
Both boxed and in ex cond. S Lanes (0695) 573126, Fri- Sun. 

SONY CDP-X339ES CD player, £350. Sony DTC-55ES DAT 
recorder, £300. Wharfedale Link 600 active speakers, £120. 
Pioneer CT447 tape deck. £85. All mint. S:: Hams (0703) 252840 

REVOX A77 open reel recorder 3 3{4, 7 1/2 half track stereo up 
to 10 1/2 reels long continuous recording and sound on 
sound facilities, VGC £250. W Ealing 081-567 1392 

ARCAM Alpha plus CD and £50 interconnects. Yamaha 
AX1050 amp, TX.550 Tuner. S Horsham (0403) 783165 

NA1M 01 tuner VGC, £450. Beard C35 pre amp, gold dragon 
tubes. £350. 24inch Slate Audio stands, unused, half price, 
£175. No offers. Seismic Sink Wanted. W Ldn 071·326 0068 

MERIDIAN 203 DAC. £170. §: Leicester (0533) 550233. ask for 
Chris. room A 106. 

LINN LP12, Ekos Troika, Lingo Trampolin. (2000. Naim 
42.5/Hi-Cap/250 £1250. Linn lsobariks DMS, £750. Whole sys­
tem £3500. S Bracknell (0344) 55516, ask for Peter. 

REVOX A77 tape recorder £200. Quad 33 preamp £40. ti: 
Newcastle 091-413 5910 

YAMAHA DSP100 surround processor £225, Yamaha MX35 4 
channel amp (125, AR SRT170 speakers and brackets 2 pairs 
£125. All mint, boxed. m (0787) 882038 (day). 371539 (eve). 

QUAD 22, 2 Quad lis, offers. Nyted1 CfA 252 XDII tuner/amp, 
2 Kef B1814s. 2 Wharfedale super SRSDDs. 2 CElestion 
HF1300s. Thorens TD124 Midi. SME 3009lmproved TEAC 
A360 cassette. S Oxfd (0235) 763288 

NAlM 32.5 £200, Linn Sara speakers £150. Sara stands £50. All 
seven years old and in VGC. S Chesterfield (0246) 55"1897 

AJWA ADF 660 cassette deck, 3-head, Dolby B,C, HX pro, £55. 
S Norrs (0602) 463693 (eves) 

NAD 3130 amp, has separate prefpower amp. Cost £160. will 
sell for a bargain £60. m Chris, Dudley (0384) 573855 

CREEK CD60 CD player. Aura VA100 amp. Both as new, £250 
each. ti: Hants (0703) 328573 

MISSION CYRUS 11 & PSX, excellent condition, £370. Meridian 
203 DAC, £250. as new. S London 081-44 7 9206 

QUAD 34/40511 prefpower amp combination very good condi­
tion £300 ono. e Edinburgh 031-443 7058 

MAGNEPLANAR MG111a £1,600, SMGa £390. Carver Cl pre­
amp £260 and two 1.0t power amps £310 each. All boxed. 
mint. til Paul, l(jngs Lynn (0553) 770102 (days) 

ARCAM Alpha CD player. unmarked. boxed £225. 
S Northampton (0604) 770542 

NAlM IBL speakers, walnut , latest spec. Swap for Sara 9s 
Isobariks or JBLs Nelson. S 010 49 2161 556780 

TECHNICS cassette deck RSM280, equaliser 5H8020XE, record 
deck SL110 and Thorens TD160 super both with SME arms, 
offers. m Beds (0234) 344195 

JVC R-S7 FM/AM stereo AMP/tuner receiver 55w/ch. JVC KD-A3 
stereo cass deck plus speakers, £135 ono. 081-300 6904 

QUAD FM4 tuner. immaculate, boxed, £230. 
a Berks (0628) 825277 

EPOS ES11 speakers in walnut, 3 mnths old, only £290. 
Arcam Alpha Plus CD player. £300. Linn Kelidhs, black ash, 
mint. £450. a Sussex (0444) 230010 

EXlRAORDINARILY rare Cyrus Signature amp. just a handful 
produced for the UK. Cost over £900 new, reluctant sale, 
£650. ti: Bucks (0296) 437314/630986 

HAFLER Xl600 power amp & D110 pre amp £850. 
a Steve. Cumbria (022() 827980 

QUAD ESL63.1986 excellent condition, boxed £850. Sussex 
(0798) 815003 

PINK TRIANGLE PT2, RB300. AT-OC9. £695. Digilog DAC £150. 
ti: N. Yorks (0937) 834886 (eves) 

AURA VA100 Evolution amp, as new. boxed with manual, 2 
year warranty.§: Welwyn Garden City (0707) 327539 (eves) 

MERIDIAN MCA1 integrated amp, MC and tape modules VGC 
£80. ti: Blackpool (0253) 403093 

LlNN KElLLDH speakers with granite stands, 3 months old, 
boxed, as new, £490. Monitor Audio 852 speakers, boxed VGC, 
half price, £180. §:Southend (0702) 528089 

LEAK PRE/PWER valve amps TL/10 and Point One respectively. 
Untested but complete, 1956 vintage £100. S Bognor (0243) 
823569 

LINN INDEX II loudspeakers with KU-stone stands and 2x 4 
metres Linn K400 bi·wire cable, £300. S Essex (0206) 795211 

MANTICORE MANTRA (black) outboard electronic power sup­
ply M8 arm, excellent turntable, VGC £250. S Barnstaple 
{0271) 23850 

TANNOY 609. VGC £180 ono or swap Rogers LS2/A2, Mission 
780. ti: s Glamorgan (0446) 737706. 

MICROMEGA MICRODAC, nearly new, £250 (£350), Wilmslow 
crossover and tweeter upgrade for Kef concertos/Kcfkit3s. 
£80 {£135). Wanted, Leak stereo 20 for rebuilding. 
a Derbys (0283) 820818(eves) 

REGA PLANAR 3 with Elys cartridge VGC, £200. Rega Brio 
amp. ex cond. boxed £150. S Cambs (0353) 667929 

Place an advert in Hi-Fi Choice 
That's right, you can sell your hi-fi equipment in the Choice Reader Classified pages absolutely free. All you have to do is write 
your ·sales' or ·wants· advert in block capitals in the space below, and send ir to us at the address shown. The advert will appear 
for one issue only and must be no more than 30 words long, including your phone number. Remember to include your own 
name. address and telephone number. Reader Classifieds are for the use of private individuals only and adverts from dealers will 
not be accepted. All Reader Classified adverts will be printed subject to available space, and Dennis Publishing Ltcl acceprs no lia­
bility for 1 he accuracy of t he information contained 1 herein. nor any consequence arising from it. nor for any minor typographi­
cal errors. We reserve the right to amend or refl..1se adverts at the Edi!Or's discretion. 

T 
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MERIDAN D6000, active, digital speaker system 3 DACs. 4 
power amps and 6 drivers per speaker. £4.900. 61 St Helens 

(0744) 883856 

LINN KLOUT power amps x3, mint, boxed (new 0.895) £1.395 
ono each. Linn Kaber, black, mint and boxed, latest spec 6 
months old with new polymer stands (new £1,298) £975 ono 
including 2x Sm Linn bi or tri wire cables. All with Linn Syr 
warranty. e Berks (0256) 24311 (day) (0734) 461421 (eve) 

ROTEL RTC850L runer/preamp with system full remote £190. 
Also Akai AM47 recommended amp £110. S Cardiff(0222) 
701698 

ROTEL RTC850L tunerjprcamp with system full remote £190. 
Also Akai AM47 recommended amp. £110. ti: Cardiff(0222) 
701698 

UN KEILIDH speakers complete with stone base stands 
unused, full 5 years Linn warranty (cost £720) £520. 
ti: Cornwall (0803) 211533 

ALPHASON HR100S MC5 vdH wired version. VGC. £360. 
m London 081-299 0075 (eves) 

TECHNICS SEA50 power amp £200. control amp SUA60 £200. 
Celestion SL600 and stand £300. m Essex (0268) 411286 (after 
6pm) 

MISSION 753 floor standing speakers, immaculate, £499. 
ti: Devon (0752) 262215 

REGA PLANAR 2 plus cartridge, VGC, £90. 
ti: Bucks (0494) 433809 

MERIDIAN 206B DAC5, guaranteed. £650 ono, 206A £500 ono, 
Celestion 3000 ribbon hybrid speakers £400 ono (£1.100). 
Audiolab CfMs offers. 61 Sal man. Edinburgh 031-228 4950 

YAMAHA tape deck, as new, £110. 
§: julian, Leeds (0532) 687095 

AUDIO RESEARCH SP10, MKII preamp, gold pin Mullard 
valves with separate power supply. boxed, mint, £1,450 ono. 
m London 081-450 7384 

EXPOSURE speaker cable 2xl0 metres £20. S Essex {0255) 
675115 

CYRUS 780 loudspeakers including Partington stands and 
ore cable. mint. £150. m Chester (0244) 351201 

TOWNSHEND Glastonbury lis, boxed, £875, Rock £275. Xenon 
MCS (rewired) £79. ATOC9 £79 Kelvin preamp. PSU. M30 
monas £349. S Tyne & Wear 091-414 4221 

MISSION 763 speakers mint. boxed £175. S Suffolk (0728) 
830195 

MARANTS PM40SE SOW amp. MM/MC. 3mnths old, £125. 
Amstrad portable CD/FM/cass/EQ, detatchable speakers £25. 
Linn index speaker stands £25. All ono. S Herts {0442) 
827593 

MICROMEGA DUO BS converter. mint, boxed {cost £500) sell 
for £200. ti: Arthur, Notts (0602) 475095 

MERIDIAN D600B rosewood, £1,700, 200 Mkll £500, M60 
black ash £1.300. All mint with warranty, may PfX. 
0 Birmingham 021-783 8214 

UNN INDEX ll loudspeakers with KU-stone stands, as new, 
£250. ti: Middx 081-894 7936 (after 5pm) 

NOTTINGHAM ANALOGUE ILLUSION version of spacedeck 
turntable brand new, fitted with RB300 Gold ring Elite, £500. 
m London 081-994 2030 (after 6.30pm) 

WANTED: Pioneer amp A502R or A-501 R, Sony deck TCK-511 S. 
Offers to Sly Zyla, 105 Devonport Rd, London W 12 8PB. 

WANTED: Garrard Music Recovery Module MRM 101. or simi­
lar (sometimes known as a tuneable scratch filter). 
m Kent 081-856 7269 

WANTED: Quad 606 power amp, Quad 66 pre amp. Quad 
ESL63 loudspeakers, black , must be mint. 0 Hampshire 
(0428) 712973 

WAl\'TED Avance Z501 Lux kit power amplifier, any condition. 
§: Warwickshire (0789) 268784 

WAl\'TED good quality amp, CD and loudspeakers. Preferably 
Mission 753's. Also Kenwood KAV8500 or similar. Will travel 
for right deal. S West Midlands (0922) 403343 

WANTED Mission Cyrus PSX power supply. S Harlow (0279) 
725757. 

WANTED: Stax Lambada Signature with SRM T1 in exchange 
for Meridian 205 and 201 s or offers. Leak 2075 speakers, 
offers. S David, Bradford (0274) 824036 

WANTED: Hi-Fi Choice magazines 1980s and also hi-fi year 
books 1956-1980. m Devon (0392) 860182 (eves) 

WANTED: Quad 33 pre amp and FM tuner. good condition. 
m Lincoln (0427) 613248 

FREE! 
Name .... 
Address .... 

.. Tel no 
Please return the completed coupon to: Hi-Fi Choice, 
Reader Classifieds, 19 Bolsover Street, London WtP 7HJ. 
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HI-FI CHOICE SPECIAL OFFERS 
• • 

o1ce accessor1es 
This month we are pleased to be able to offer a selection of cables and interconnects to 

improve the sound of your system. Although some people consider cables to be a mere 

accessory, in fact without them you'd get no sound at all from your system! 

By choosing the very best possible cables you can make the most of the rest of the 

separates that make up your hiji system. 

Speaker Cables 
AudioQuest F-14 
No, it's not a fighter plane, its an 

affordable fiat cable that is ideal for 
audio visual applications where 

rear channel speaker cable has to 
be run under carpets or along 
skirting boards. Don't let the low 
price tag fool you, though, it's still a 
vast improvement over bell wire or 
other non-specialist alternatives. 
Eaming a Recommended tag back 
in our August issue, AudioQuest 
F-14, at a mere 2mm thick, could 
well be the answer to those tricky 

cabling dilemmas. Available in 
wh1te. 

Order ref Length Price 
ZL14WRII I metre £28.90 
ZLI4WR/2 2 metre £32.80 

ZLI4WR/3 3 metre £36.70 
ZLI4WR/4 4 metre £40.60 

ZL14WR/5 5 metre £44.50 

If you require longer lengths, odd on 

additional D. 90 per metre 

AudioQuest Type 4 
This corking cable uses four solid 
OFHC conductors wound in a 
spiralled Hyperlitz configuration. 
You can either pair up conductors 
to fonm a superior single run of 

cable or the cable can be sent to 
you pre-tenm1nated for bi-winng. 

enabling you to enjoy all the 
advantages of this method of 
connection without the mass of 
spaghetti that nonmally threatens 
to take over the living room. A 
very cost effective up-grade. 
Order Ref: ZL T43PR- 3 
Metre length £57.00 

Order Ref: ZL T45PR- 5 
Metre length £75.00 

AudioQuest Indigo 
The obvious next step up from 

Type 4, Indigo uses ten solid 
conductors, again in a Hyperlitz 
array and finished in a tasteful blue 
satin jacket. When the five red or 
black conductors are connected 
together this gives a 2.6 mm2 
signal area. Not the cheapest cable 
on the market, but nonetheless 

highly recommended fo1- those 

wanting to pull the very best from 

their systems. 

Order Ref: ZL 13PR - 3 metre 
length £75.00 
Order Ref: ZL 15PR - 5 metre 
length £I 05.00 

AudioQuest Crystal 
Crystal uses twelve solid conduc­
tors, spiralled together in a 
Hyperlitz array under a slate blue 
satin Jacket. The cable is rather 
unusual in that it contains a mix of 

conductors, six conductors are 
0.65 mm2 PHFC copper and six 

are 0.52 mm2 FPC copper. In 
nonmal use Crystal is a 3.51 mm2 
cable. The FPC copper acts like a 
bypass, allowing most of the high 
frequency benefits of this superior 

material. The less expensive OFHC 
copper provides bulk so Crystal 
can provide a powerful full range 
sound. Together the OFHC and 

FPC allow Crystal to have 

extraordinary perfonmance at a 

reasonable price. Crystal is also an 
extremely effective single b1wire 
cable, which is best achieved by 
using the six OFHC conductors for 
the bass and the six superlb FPC 
conductors for the treble. 
Order Ref: ZLCY3SBW - 3 
metre £ 144.00 
Order Ref: ZLCY5SBW - 5 
metre £200.00 

Interconnect cables 
Although you could connect your 
equipment together with a damp 
piece of string, the chances are the 
results would be rather disappoint­
ing. What is often glossed over is 
that there are more than one type 
of interconnect cable on the 
market and that different cables 
are needed for different tasks. The 
first use for interconnects is to 
enable you to link line level signals 
between units, for example to wire 
the analogue output of your CD 
player to your amplifier, or to use 
between pre-amp and amplifier. 
We offer three cho1ces of cable 
intended for this purpose, 
AudioQuest Turquoise, Ruby and 



Quartz, so there should be one 
there to suit your budget. 

AudioQuest Turquoise 

Our cheapest interconnect uses 
four solid OFHC copper conduc­
tors in a novel symmetrical 
Hyperlit.z anrangement. Two of 
these conductors are insulated and 
together become the positive 
conductor. The other two are 
uninsulated and make contact with 
the I 00% coverage shield, together 
they become the negative 
conductor. 
Order Ref: ZIUP I - I metre 
£34.95 
Order Ref: ZIUP2 - 2 metre 
£40.95 

AudioQuest Ruby 

Ruby is one of the most popular 
cables in the AudioQuest range, 
and it's easy to see why. A fully 
balanced cable featuring Hyperlitz 
construction. Ruby uses four solid 
FPC copper conductors, all 
polypropylene insulated. Two 
together carry the positive signal 
and two carry the negative. 
Excellent value for a high perform­
ance cable. 
Order Ref: ZIRP I - I metre 

£69.95 

AudioQuest Quartz 

Quartz uses the same Hyperlitz 
balanced construction as Ruby, but 
with FPC-6 copper (99% purity) . 
The RCA plug is resistance 
welded to Quartz in a process 
which actually commingles the 
molecules of the cable and plug 
into an alloy. The plug uses an 
unusual patented design which 
eliminates extra internal contacts, 
ensures a large, self-wiping 
(cleaning) contact area and 
provides extraordinary strain-relief. 
The plug rs not difficult to push on, 
but it does make the best contact. 
Order Ref: ZIQP I - I metre 

£99.95 

Optical cables 
Many CD players and transports 
feature a fibre optic digital output. 
This allows you to send the digital 
signal. in the fonm of light, to a 
separate digital-to-analogue 
converter. 
The quality of the fibre optic cable 
used can make nearly as much 
difference as your choice of CD 
player. A poor fibre optic cable can 
totally destroy the value of a 
separate D/A converter. OptiLink 
X and OptiLink Z will make sure 
you get the perfonmance you paid 
for. Available in I metre lengths. 

AudioQuest OptiLink XTM 

Order ref: ZOXT 1 -0ptiLink 
X (I metre, Toslink) £49.95 

!jf=-auclioquest 
. 

AudioQuest OptiLink Z1" 

Order ref: ZOZT 1 -0ptiLink 

Z (I metre, Toslink) £99.95 

Digital cables 
The characteristics a cable needs 
to carry a digital signal are very 
different from those required of an 
analogue cable and if you want to 
get the very best from your system 
then you need a cable designed to 
do the job. Video cables, which are 
designed for high frequency signals 
in the first place, are ideal for 
carrying digital signals, and they can 
also be used to give a boost to 
your AN system. 

Video X is available in I, 2 and 5m 
lengths while for those of you with 
a little more money to spend, we 
can also supply the superior Video 

.� 

• 

Hi-Fi Choice Sweatshirts 
Sure to be as popular in '94, the 
Hi-Fi Choice sweatshirt is 
still great value at just 
{_ 15.00. Sporting the 
Hi-Fi Choice logo 
in white and red 
on navy blue -
it's an inimitable 
accessory that 
will certainly 
attract admiring 
glances. 
Order ref: JE22NL 

(Large) 
Order ref: JE22AIXL 
(Extra Large) 
Price £15.00 

Z, one of the very few digital 
interconnects to earn a coveted 
Best Buy rating in our recent 
market survey. 
AudioQuest Video X 
Order ref: ZIXP I 
(I metre) £29.95 

Order ref: ZIXP2 

(2 metre) £36.95 
Order ref: ZIXP5 

(5 metre) £57.95 
AudioQuest Video Z 
Order ref: ZIZP I 
(I metre length) £49.95 

If you have any technical 
queries regarding the cables, 
please call Alisdair Patrick 
on 0223 440964. 

AudioQuest CD Feet 
Improve the performance of your 
CD player or any other vibration 
sensitive equipment. 
Sorbothane® CD feet absorb 
energy, increasing both damping 
and isolation. Each foot should not 
support more than 4 pounds (2kg) 
or about I 6 pounds for a set of 
four. 
Order ref: ZAFC4 

Price: £29.95 

AudioQuest Big Feet 
Same as the above only bigger, to 
support heavier equipment. 
Order ref: ZAFB4 

Price: £47.95 



ATACAMA AUDIO SUPPORTS 
A New Innovation in Audio Furniture Design, 

manufactured to the highest quality standards. 

The "SE" range of speaker supports arc designed to complement 

your speakers, and more importantly, offer uncompromised 

Audio performances. 

LESS HI·FI I I I MORE MUSIC 

Arcam, Audiolab, Creek, Gyrus, Denon, 

Epos, Heybrook, Linn, Marantz, Mission, 

NAD, Naim, Nakamichi, Rega, Rotel 

... plus other selected brands. f'i1-e models in the standard range: sizes 8", 12", 16", 20" & 2-l" high. 

A further three specialist stands for "Tannoy Sixes" 

loudspeaker models 603, 605, 607 & 609. Not all brands stocked at both shops. 
All stands can be tilled with sand, shot or other suitable medium. 

Each stand is supplied with adjustable carpet spikes, with top spikes 

6 HOTEL STREET, 32 GOLD STREET, being a1·ailablc as an option. 

Please ring for 1·our nearest stockist or send a S.A.E. for 

your free illustrated brochure. LEICESTER NORTHAMPTON 
Manufactured bY: Sambell Engineering Ltd 

Winston Avenue, Croft, Leicester L£9 6GQ 

Telephone: (0-!55) 283251 Facsimile: (0-!55) 283908 TEL: 0533 623754 TEL: 0604 37871 

RICHMOND'S ONLY REAL HI·FI SHOP 

R I V E R s I D E 
WE ARE A FAMILY business, more concerned with 
establishing a long term relationship with our customers 
and so ensuring that they are pleased with their purchase. 
WE SELECT equipment that in our opinion is from the best 
and most reliable manufacturers. 

422 RICHMOND ROAD 

EAST TWICKENHAM 

MIDDLESEX TW1 2EB 

WE INSIST that our customers listen before the purchase 
and so offer a comfortable listening en vironment 
with unbiased advice, because if  the sound does not thrill 
you, then manufacturing specifications and price are 
totally irrelevant. 

at the foot of Richmond Bridge 

TEL: (081) 892 7613 

FAX: (081) 892 7749 

0 P E N  

Mon-Sat 1 Oam-5.30pm 

Thursday 1 Oam-7pm 

Later by appointment 

FACILITIES 
• 2 fully equipped hifi listening rooms • 1 fully equipped home cinema 
and surround sound listening room • Home installation service 
• Multiroom design and installation • Export enquiries welcome 
• 0% and low cost finance facilities available • BADA bonded dealer 
• 2 year parts and labour guarantee 

PRODUCTS STOCKED 
APOGEE ARCAM AUDIO INNOVATIONS AUDIOLAB AUDIO RESEARCH AURA B&W B&O BOSE 

CASTLE COPLAND DENON EXPOSURE KEF KRELL MERIDIAN MARANTZ MARTIN LOGAN 

MICHELL MICROMEGA MISSION MUSICAL FIDELITY NAD NAKAMICHI QED (systemline) QUAD 

ROTEL SON US FABER SONY TANNOY TDL THETA TOTEM other high end products a/so available 

ACCESSORIES FROM: AUIDIOOUEST BEYER JECKLIN SENNHEISER TRANSPARENT AUDIO VDH 



AudioQuest LaserGuide 

The most effective optical disc 
treatment available. Using 
LaserGuide improves virtually all 

aspects of CD and LaserDisc 

performance. CD's actually sound 

smoother, clearer and more 
dynamic. 
Order ref: ZBLGB 
Price: £14.95 

Hi-Fi Choice CD Rack 

Available as single units, the 
interlocking Choice CD rack is only 

{_ 1.25 - a small price to pay for 

keeping your collection in order. 

Order ref: JE36A 
Price: £ 1.25 

4mm Banana Plugs - Gold 
Plated 

Top quality solderless gold plated 
banana plugs for use with speaker 
cables. Simply push the speaker 

cable into the body of the plug and 
tighten for a perfect connection. 
Sold in packs of four. 

Order ref: ZCBG 

Price: £8.95 

CD jewel Case (Five Pack) 
Replace broken CD jewel cases 
and ensure your discs are properly 
protected. 
Order ref: JE33A 
Price: £5.00 

Nagaoka Anti-Static Record 

Sleeves No I 02 
Packs of 50 plastic record sleeves 

that can be used on their own or 
inserted into an existing card or 
paper sleeve. The sleeves eliminate 
static and keep records dust free. 
Order ref: JE 15A 

Price: £6.99 

Priority Ordering 
Use the Dennis Dwect orderline - 0789 490 215 or JUSt enter your 

details on the coupon and fax it to us on 0789 490 878 if you're 

ordering with a credit card or send with the correct payment to 

DENNIS DIRECT. PO BOX 2505, ALCESTER BSO 4JU. 

Prices shown include VAT and fulfilment in the UK. Please add 
postage as detailed at the bottom of this form. Be aware that all items 
on offer are subject to availability and a maximum of 28 days should 

be allowed for delivery. 

OVERSEAS ORDERS 
Please add £3.50 to your order total to cover the additional postage. 

Please note that we can only accept Visa/ MasterCard and 

Eurocheques in [s sterling and sterling cheques drawn on a London 

bank. 

Important To prevent any delay with processing your order, please 
enter the correct codes clearly! If necessary, please use a separate 

sheet. 

Order Ref Description Quantity Pnce 

{_ 

{_ 

{_ 

{_ 

{_ 

{_ 

{_ 

Order total: {_ 

For UK add £2.00 per order for postage Order total: {_ 

For Europe add {_I 0.00 per order 

for postage Order total: {_ 

For Rest of World add {_ 12.00 per order 

for postage Order total: {_ 

0 I enclose a cheque made payable to Dennis Direct for L. 

0 Please charge my Visa MasterCard (Access) for L. .. 

Credit Card Number ......... 

Expiry Date ...... . . Signature .... 

Mr/Mrs/Ms Sumame. . ................... Initials .............. .. 

Address ..................... . 

..................................... ...................... Postcode .. ................................................. . 

Daytime telephone number ............ .. 

0 Please send me a VAT receipt 

The above information may be added to our mailing list. Please tick 
the box if you would prefer not to receive details of special offers. 
Dennis Direct is a division of Dennis Publishing Ltd. 

05-94-06 



BEST PRICES GUliBJINTfED 
LICENSED 

CREDIT 

BROKERS 

ASK FOR 

DETAILS 

ALL 

BILL HUTCHINSON 

HI-FI SHOPS 

ARE DEDICATED 

AUDIO VISUAL 

CENTRES 

LICENSED 

CREDIT 

BROKERS 

ASK FOR 

DETAILS 

ALL 

BRANCHES 

ARE MAJOR 

LASER DISC 

STOCKISTS 

Hi-Fi • CD • Audio Visual Centre 

T H E P R  0 F E  S S  0 N A L S 

W hen you purchase from Bill Hutchinson 

you're buying the best names in Hi-Fi 

from the best name for Hi-Fi. 

Our Product Guarantee and Pricing Policy 

ensure you obtain an excellent deal. 

My staff and I look forward to being of 

service to you. 

PRICE PLEDOE 

Should you find any local dealer offering 
a better price for goods currently in stock at 

Bill Hutchinson and the alternative quoting retailer, 
we will better that deal. 

HEAR YAMAHA'S EUROPEAN AWARD WINNING CINEMA DSP AMPLIFIER 

MARANTZ CD52 MK11SE -CD PLAYER -AWARD WINNER '93 [lj 

MARANTZ PM44SE -AMPLIFIER -AWARD WINNER '93 [lj 

MISSION 751 -SPEAKERS - AWARD WINNER '93 [lj 

SONY TCK-611S -CASSEIDE DECK -AWARD WINNER '93 [lj 

SONY STS 311 -TUNER -AWARD WINNER '93 [lj 

AIWA NSX-360 -MINI SYSTEM -AWARD WINNER '93 [lj 

TECHNICS SC-CH950- PRO-LOGIC SYSTEM -AWARD WINNER '93 [lj 

THE LARGEST SELECTION OF QUALITY HI-FI AND AUDIO VISUAL SYSTEMS 

OPEN MONDAY- SATURDAY 
9.30AM- 6.00PM 

THURSDAY LATE OPENING 

OPEN MONDAY- SATURDAY 
9.30AM- 5.30PM 

THURSDAY LATE OPENING 

OPEN MONDAY- SATURDAY 
9.30AM- 6.00PM 

THURSDAY LATE OPENING 

Jlll WITH 2 YEJIB IJUJIBJINlfE� 



Index 
Page 89 

Your at -a-glance reference to hi-fi prices, 

technical specifications and options. Over 2,500 

items listed! If it's hot and hi-fi, it's here. 

Product Categories 
Amplifiers 

Cassette decks 

CD players, transports and DACs 

Digital recorders 

Headphones 

loudspeakers 
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Systems 

Tuners 

Turntables, arms and cartridges 
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Page 104 

Page 110 
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Page 117 

Page 119 

Page 123 

The original and the best. Our unique review 

based guide to over 700 products tested in Hi-Fi 

Choice. We tell you the best hi-fi to buy. 



Don't trip u on your 
speaker cable! 

When you invest in good quality hi-fi equipment, why 
skimp on the cable? 

Especially now that Ortofon con offer 3 types of top­
quality cable for under £10. 

Each cable is made up of very fine core copper strands 
rated at 6-Nines (that's a copt:Jer purity of 99.9999 % - it 
doesn't come much better) , is flat and flexible for easy 
installation and features a 'tack-rock' for panel-pin fixing. 

Cablo Type Description 
SPK 100 Twin-core white cable, each core with 130 copper strands (total 

260 strands). 

SPK 200 Triple-coreJrey cable for bi-wiring with twin-core treble (260 
strands) on 3-core boss (390 strands). 

SPK 300 7-core blue cable hovinrc 13 strands per core (each strand 
lommoted). Requires so dering. 

You d better hound us for the name of your nearest stocktst. 

ortofon 
Ortofon (UK) Limited, Chiltern Hill, Chalfont St Peter, 

Bucks SL9 9UG. Tel: 0753 889949. 

f?�Jollock s1udw q)� 
THE PAD SUPPORT SYSTEM 

Why are customers telling us we manufacture the best support system available anywhere? 

Perhaps it's because each support is unique, being designed and sized using the specific 
equipment it will be carrying. 

. ...__ .. -

Constructed from Aero Grade Aluminium 
which we have found to be superior to steel in 
both performance and aesthetics. Mass loaded 
and mechanically damped as necessary to 
provide the exact requirements for the idea] 
support. Shelves are manufactured from resin 
composites providing rigidity and damping. 
Available in a full range of finishes with gold 
or silver spikes and badges to complement your 
system. 

Like our customers tell us, "If you need 
support, the PAD system is it". 

Turntable Supports • Equipment Supports • Loudspeaker Stands 
For junher iriformation and literature: Telephone/Fax: (0984) 23100 or write w us at: Wiveliscombe, Somerset TA4 2NB 



Adcom GFP-345 

Adcom GFP -565 

Adcom GTP-450 

Adcom GTP-400 

Aiwa XA-003 

Aiwa XA-950 

Albarry AP2 

Albarry AP3 

Alchemist Kraken/mono 

AlchemistO Kraken Anniv 

Alch'st Kraken/pre Anniv 

Alch'st Kraken/Pwr Anniv 

Alchemist Krakenlmono 

AMC 1030 

Art Audio VPI 

Art Audio VPA 

Art Audio VPL 

Art AudioConcerto 

Art Audio Tempo 

AudiO lnnov Classic 25 

Audio lnnov F1rst Audio 

Audio lnnov 2nd Audio 

Audio lnnov 1 000 

Audio lnnov I OOOSE 

Aud1o Research SP9 11 
Audio Research D-200 

Audio Research D-300 

Audio Research LS-2 

Audio Research LS-2b 

Audio Research LS-3 

Key to amplifiers 
Price -t)lpical retail, to nearest pound. 
Power· output power in watts, per chan­
nel, RMS. 
Inputs -MM/MC· phono moving coil and 
moving magnet, l· line (CO, aux etc), T­
tape. 
AN- includes Dolby Surround or Pro 
logic decoder and amplification. 
Type: lnt · integrated, Pre-preamplifier, 

MM/MC,4l,2T 

5l.IT 

5l,IT 

5L.IT 

5l.IT 

5L,IT 

Pwr · power amplifier. 
Headphone -Y -yes, N -no. 
Remote -V -yes, N -no. 
Size -width x height x depth in cm. 

Products highlighted in red have been 
tested in HfaFf Choice. Please refer to 
The Directory on page 123 for full test 
results. 

Built in tuner 

Built in tuner 

2 speaker circuits 

circuits 

2x monoblocks 

2x monoblocks 

Stainless steeVgold finish 

Stainless steeVqold finish 

Stainless steeVgold finish 

Stainless steeVgold finish 

4 channels 

Model 

Aud10 Research PH-I 

Audio Research PH-2 

Audio Research V140 

Audio Research V35 

Audio Research V70 

8ryslon .4 

8ryston 28-LP 

8ryston 38-NR8 

8ryston 48-NR8 

Bryston 78-NRB 

8ryston 88-NR8 

Bryston 8P1 

Bryston 8P20 

Bryston 8P4 

Bryston 8P5 

Bryston THX3B 

Bryston THX4B 

Bryston THX7B 

8ryston THXBB 

C'poinl Nat Progress 

CAT Preamp Line 

CAT Preamp Phono 

Chord SPM 1000 

Chord SPM 1200 

Chord SPM3000 

Chord SPMBOO 

Classe Audio 3D 

Classe Audio 4 

Classe Audio 4L 

Classe Audio 5 11 

Classe Aud10 5L 11 

Classe Audio 6 11 
Classe Audio 6L 11 

Classe Audio I 0 

Classe Audio 15 

Classe Audio 25 

Classe Audio 70 

Classe Audio M-1000 

Classe Audio M-700 

C-J PV-12L 

C-J MV-52 

C-J PV-12 

C-J Premier I lA 

C·J Premier I 0 

C-J Premier I lA 

C-J Premier BA 

Concordant Exquisite 

Concordant Exhilerant 

Copland CSA 14 

Cop land CTA 30 I 

Copland CTA-501 

Copland CTA-504 

Copland CTA301 

Copland CTA401 

Copland CTA50 I 

Copland CTA504 

Counterpoint NPS-200E 

Key to amplifiers 
Price -t)lpical retail, to nearest pound. 
Power· output power in watts, per chan­
nel, RMS .. 
Inputs - MM/MC- phono moving coil and 
moving magnet, l- line (CD, aux etc), T ­
tape. 
A/V- includes Dolby Surround or Pro 
Logic decoder and amplification. 
Type: lnt-integrated, Pre-preamplifier, 

MM/MC.4L.IT 

MM/MC,4L.IT 

5L,IT 

MM/MC.4L.IT 

5L,IT 

MM/MC,4l, IT 

5L,IT 

Products highlighted in red have been 
tested in HI-FI Choice. Please refer to 
The Directory on page 121 for full test 
results. 

Bridgable 

Bridgable, bal & unbalanced 

Bridgable, bal & unbalanced 

Single monoblock 

4 channels, bridgeable 

Phono slepup, bal & unbal 

Balanced in/out 

4 amps for biamping 

Remote option 

Remote option 

Remote option 

Remote option 

Remote qption� PSU 

Remote option, sep PSU 

Single ended� bal bridgable 

Sing�nded, bal brid@!lle 

'Vo'Vo'N •-='''V ended_,_ bal bridg�le 

Single ended, balanced 

Single ended, bal monoblock 

Sin�nded, bal monoblock 

line version of PV-1 OA 



go HI-FI CHOICE BUYER'S GUIDE 

Counterpoint SA-9 

Counterpoint SA I 00 

Counterpoint SA4 

Counterpoint Solid 1 E 

Counterpoint Solid 1 EM 

Counterpoint Solid 2E 

Counterpoint Solid BE 

Counlerpoint NPM-E 

Credo CMP004 

Credo CMP005 

Credo HMP003 

Credo IMP702 

Credo IMP703 

Credo MMPD02 

Credo PMP003 

Credo PMP1 02 

Credo PMP154 

Credo PMP252 

Credo PMP303 

Creek 4240 

Crimson CS610 

Crimson CS6108 

CS620 

Absolut I 

Croft Charisma 

Croft Chansma 

Croft En1gma 

Croft Enigma 

Croft Integrated 

Croft Micro 

Croft Micro 

Croft Series 5 

Croft Series 6 

Croft Senes Ill R 

Croft Series IliA 

Croft Series IIR 

Croft Series X 

Denon PMA-880R 

DNM 3 Start 

DNM 3A Start 

DNM 38 Prim us E 

DNM 38 Six E 

DNM 38 Twin E 

DNM PAl 

DNM PA2BE 

DNM PA28S 

ECA Prisma 

E'paniet AW250DM8 

E'paniet AWt OODMB 

E'paniet ECI-1 

E'paniet EC-3 MC 

E'paniet EC-3MM 

Esoteric G88 

Exposure IV 

Exposure XIV 

Exposure XiX 

Exposure 'IN 

Exposure '/Nil 

Exposure XVIII (pr) 

Exposure XVIII 

Key to amplifiers 
Price - typical retail, to nearest pound. 
Power- output power in watts, per chan­
nel, RMS. 
Inputs- MM/MC- phono moving coil and 
moving magnet, l- line (CD, aux etc), T­
tape. 
AN- includes Dolby Surround or Pro 
Logic decoder and amplification. 
Type; lnt- integrated, Pre- preamplifier, 

N 75 4l.2T y 

Pwr- power amplifier. 
Head phone- Y  - yes, N - no. 
Remote - Y - yes, N - no. 
Size - width x height x depth in cm. 

Products highlighted in red have been 
tested in HI·FI Choice. Please refer to 
The Directory on page 123 for full test 
results. 

----

Remote controlled pre 

Class A headphone amp 

A$ above, with remote 

Mic amp, phantom power 

Phono amp MM/MC, & PSU 

Class A power amp 

Class A power amp 

Optional phono input 

43.9.32 Opt MM/MC phono module 

Forte Model 40 

Fullers Audio A 1 

Grant CDIO 

Grant G 1 OOAMS 

Grant G100P 

Grant G200AMS 

Grant G350A 

Grant G50A 

Grundig VI 

Grundig V2 

Grundig V21 0 

Grundig V3 

Grundig V31 0 

GT Audio Pre 

Harrnan-Kardon PA2200 

Harman·Kardon PA2400 

Heybrook Integra 

Heybrook SIG PE Wood 

Heybrook Sig SIG/CA 

Heybrook Sig SIG/SA 

Heybrook SIG/MNEX 

Heybrook SIG/Mono 

H'bk Sig P3 

Inca Tech Oberon 

Inca Tech Oberon Pre 

Inca Tech Oberon Pwr 

Jadis DEFY· 7 

Jad1s DEFY-P60 

Jadis JA-200 

KAL Emperor 

KAL Empress 

KAL Harlequin 

KAL Mag1cian 

Kenwood KA-1 D30 

Kenwood 3020SE 

Kenwood KR-V37DO 

Ken wood KA-V?OD 

Key to amplifiers 
Price - typical retail, to nearest pound. 
Power- output power in watts, per chan­
nel, RMS. 
Inputs - MM/MC - phono moving coil and 
moving magnet, L- line (CO, aux etc), T ­
tape, AV- includes Oolby Surround or Pro 
logic decoder and amplification. 
Type: lnt- integrated, Pre- preamplifier, 

Pwr- power amplifier 
Headphone - V - yes, N - no. 
Remote- Y - yes, N - no. 
Size - width x height x depth in cm. 

Products highlighted in red have been 
tested in HI-FI Choice. Please refer to 
The Directory on page 123 for full test 
results. 

Class A monoblock 

S1ngle ended Class A 

Monoblocks 

Stereo power amp 

Mono, uses ext PSU 

Single monoblock inc PSL 

Preout. biwire 

CD direct & Two outputs 



-

LFD lnt Zero (Ph) 

LFD Integrated 1 

LFD Integrated Zero 

LFD Linestage LS2 

LFD Linestage LS2P 

LFD Linestage LSD 

LFD LS I Linestage 

LFD MCI Phonostage 

LFD PA I Powerstage 

LFD Phonostage MC2 

LFD Phonostage MMO 

LFD Powerstage PA2 

LFD Powerstage PA2M 

LFD Powerstage PAD 

LFD PPS 

unn Kairn 

Linn Kairn Pro 

Linn Klout 

Linn LKIOO 

Linn Majik-1 (line) 

Lumley Ref Passive 

Lumley Ref PV2 Sig 

Lumley Ref ST 40 

Lumley Ref ST70 

Lumley Reference 120 

Lumley Reference 250 

Lumley Reference 500 

Lumley Reference LVI 

Lumley Reference PVI 

Luxman L570 

Lynwooc Opal 

L ynwooc Ruby 

Mclntosh MC71 00 

Mclntosh MC7150 

Mclntosh MC7300 

Mclntosh MC2600 

Mclntosh MC71 06 

Mclntosh MCI 000 

Mclntosh MC275 

Mclntosh C712 

Mclntosh C38 

Mark Levinson 20.6 

Mark Levinson 23.5 

Mark Levinson 27.5 

Mark Levinson 29 

Mark LeVInson No 25 

Mark Levinson No 26 

Matisse Fantasy 

Matisse Reference 

Meridian 501 

Meridian 501V 

Meridian 551 

Merid1an 555 

Meridian 562 

Meridian 562V 

Meridian 601 

Metaxas Charisma 

Metaxas lkarus 11 

... 
::1. 

Ill 

Key to amplifiers 
Price ·typical retail, to nearest pound. 
Power- output power in watts, per chan­
nel, RMS. 
Inputs-MM/MC-phono moving coil and 
moving magnet, L- line (CO, aux etc), T ­
tape. 
A/V- includes Dol by Surround or Pro 
logic decoder and amplification. 
Type: lnt-integrated, Pre-preamplifier, 

Pwr-power amplifier. 
Headphone -Y - yes, N -no. 
Remote - Y- yes, N -no. 
Size-width x height x depth in cm. 

Products highlighted in red have been 
tested in HI·FI Choice. Please refer to 
The Directory on page 123 for full test 
results. 

More powerful 1nl Zero 

Hand made, custom parts 

Hand tuned LSI 

As LS2 with phono stage 

Zero feedback 

Zero feedback 

Discrete circuit 

MOSFET s, custom parts 

Hand tuned MCI 

Switchable MM/MC 

Hand tuned PA 1 

Mono PA2 

Stereo MOSFET 

Switched attenuator, passive 

Multi-room compatible 

Multi-room compatible 

Stereo, tri-wire connectors 

Stereo 

Tube, optimised for 6 ohms 

2x tube monoblocks 

2x monoblocks 

2x monoblocks 

Six channel THX amp 

Monoblocks 

Classic valve amp 

Multi-room, balanced out 

Two zone, THX compalable 

Balanced in/out 

Monoblocks 

Monoblocks 

Line stage 

MC opt1on, system handset 

As 501, plus video switching 

MC opt1on 

Stereo 

Digital main out. MC option 

As 562, plus video switching 

DSP tone contro�ption 

Separate PSU 

Model 

Michell Alecto Mono 

Michell Argo 

Michell Argo HR 

Michell lso 

Michell lso HR 

Michi RHA-1 0 

Michi RHB-1 0 

Michi RHC-10 

Miss1on Gyrus Ill 

Moth 30 Active 1 OOVA 

i i 

Musical fidelity A 1.3 

Musical Fidelity A 120 

Musical Fidelity F15 

Musical Fidelity FIB 

Musical Fidelity F22 

Musical Fidelity FX 

Musical Fidelity MA65 

NAD Monitor 208 

NAD Monitor 1000 

NAD Monitor 1 OOOS 

NAD Monitor 2100 

NAD Monitor 2400 

Nairn Audio NAC52 

Nairn Audio NAC72 

Nairn Audio NAC82 

Nairn Audio NAC92 

Nairn Audio NAP 135 

Nairn AUdiO NAP140 

Nairn Audio NAP ISO 

Nairn Audio NAP250 

Nairn Audio NAP90/3 

Nakamichi lA I 

Nakamichi JA2 

NVA A60 

NVA A70 

NVA P-50 

NVA P-90 

NVA TIS 

NVA TDS 

NVA TSS (Power) 

NVA TUS 

NVA TSS (Pre) 

NVA TCS 

Onix OA801 

Onix OA31 

Onix OA30 

Orelle SA-020.3 

Orelle SC-200 

Orelle SP150 

Orelle SP200 

Pap worth M I 00 

Papworth M20 

Papworth PPA6 

Papworth PPA6/P 

Papworth TVA50 

Pioneer A-102 

-FI CHOICE BUYER'S GUIDE 91 

Key to amplifiers 
Price -typical retail, to nearest pound. 
Power-output power in watts, per chan­
nel, RMS. 
Inputs -MM/MC-phono moving coil and 
moving magnet, l-line (CD, aux etc), T ­
tape. 
AN- includes Dolby Surround or Pro 
Logic decoder and amplification. 
Type: lnt-integrated, Pre-preamplifier, 

450 lnt N 75 4L,2T 

Pwr-power amplifier 
Headphone -Y -yes, N -no. 
Remote -V- yes, N -no. 
Size-width x height x depth in cm. 

Products highlighted in red have been 
tested in HI·Fi Choice. Please refer to 
The Directory on page 123 for full test 
results. 

2 pairs outputs 

Phono stage 

Phono stage 

Active 

Passive 

PSX-R outboard PSU option 

Mono 

Mono 

I x Monoblock 

finish 

board 

43,9,32 Opt MM/MC phono module 



CLEARANCE 
BARGAINS.,_ 

Yamahq CDX-570 

Was £�l iiiiU Now''-·· 111 
,£119' 

� r>DIV 
£449 £199 
£199 £369 

£119 U6'J·, 
. f!.i9 m i 

'·:. £169 £139 
'£230 £185 

£329 £269 
£199 £129 
£299 £7.49 
£290 £139 
£249 £199 

Kenwood DP-X9010 
Phillps CD-940 
Phillps CD-910 
Pioneer PD-201 · 
Rotel RCD-955AX 
Rotel RClf-.�.5BxLE 
TldJrrii:ii St-PG520 
Y-a'CDC-635 
r.mm.a CDX-670 
Yantllha CDX-660 
CASSETTES 

C12Q 
Kenwood KX-3510 ,,, fl89 1:119 
Kmwood KX-W#JSO :: £170 £125 
Kenwood KXc�f>OiO. .. ,.'£200 £149 
Rotel RD-WX· :· £149 £125 
Rpt� Ri>._!ISiAX £199 £165 
� XX-2611 £1611 £129 
ii..W.a KX-3611 £199 £169 

£199 £169 
£250 £199 

� 
£12?_ 'Ci'P.,, 

Phillps FT-920 lJJ9:.{99·· 
Pioneer F-676 :·. tl,99 £149 
Pioneer F-�F :;' .• .. ·· ·<··£279 £109 
Rotei RT-�Q;(X .. ) 
T es:,flrriC.,st:6T6JO 
t�t.1x-47o 
WCAX-442 

£149 £125 
£199 Cl39 
£159 £125 

2x75 Wottf 

�� 
' ¥99' £449 '::. ��: ��!� Rotei RA-920AX · £JZ9 £105 

YA� DSP-AIOOO . was · rn F......, 
£891) 1'10 • LOOie 
Now Only 

£699.00 

For tl1e Best Deals in Town 
- anti tl1at's a Promise!! 

We will MatdJ or Beat any Price from an Authorised Deakr for Goods in Stock. 

Clearance Lines, Special Offers, Ex-Display Equipment Excepted 

Mail Order Hot Line 071 723 5251 
. UIPLI/·1ERS 

-�� -�-
� · · . 0----

ENON (2 Yr Guaranlu) 
PMA-25011 10wpc 
PMA-15011 50wpc 
PMA-480R 50wpc 

ENWOOD 
KA-1010 65wpc 
KA-1050R 45wpc 
KA-4050R 70wpc 
KA-5020 80wpc 
KA-5050R 95wpc 
KA-7050R 100wpc 
PIONEER 

-102 10wpc 

40wpc 
-JOOX 40wpc 

80wpc 
-502R 70wpc 

A-400X 60wpc 
A-J51R 70wpc 
TECHNICS 
SU-A600 40wpc 
SU-A700 45wpc 
SU-A800 55wpc 
SU-A900 80wpc 
SU-1/220 10wpc 
SU-V120 45wpc 

£160 
£220 
£220 

£125 
£180 
£250 
£205 
£115 
£.150 

fl/5 
£150 
£205 
£315 
£270 
£270 
£170 

£170 
£225 
£280 
£189 
£115 
£150 

YAMAIL4 (2 Yr Guarantu) 
-570 IOOwpc £289 

11' ·UIPUFIERS & 
RHEIIER.\' 

CWIMSCUN [I] fCUYBURRDlNll 
PRO • LOGIC 

DENON (Z Yr Guaranue) 
Al'l::-1510 llOwpc £999 

VC-1510 71htpc-..o� £479 
VC-1020 80wpc -..a.. £729 

KENWOOD 
KA-V8500 55 £649 
KA-V7700 100wpc £549 
KR-A4050 60wpc £205 

JISA-D802S 55wpc £540 
JISA-A 70/S 55wpc £450 
VSX-452 50wpcR�···· £160 
SONY 
TA-AV570 70,..pc £160 
YAMAI£4 (1 Yr GIUUtllll�e) 

SP-A2070 1 Chn._ ... �£1099 
SP-E200 1 Chn £169 

DSP-A970 7 Chn £799 

CASSETTES 

AIWA 
AD-F,IJO Hx-Pro 
AD-F810 1Head 
AD-WX828 Twn A-Rev 
DENON (2 Yr Guaranlu) 
DRM-540 Hx-Pro 
DRM-710 1 Head 
DRS-610 Hx-Pro 
DRS-810 1 Head 
DRW-760 Hx-Pro 
Io."ENWOOD 
KX-1050 Hx-Pro 
KX-5050 1Head 
PIONEER 
cr-S420 1Heml 
CT-S620 1Heml 
CT-W420R A!Rn• 
CT-W620R H�Pro 
CT-W820R Rem Con 
SONY 

£99 
£199 
£179 

£160 
£260 
£200 
£100 
£250 

£150 
£205 

£225 
£299 
£180 
£225 
£270 

TC-K611 Doiby s-...a.r.£299 
TECHNICS 
RS-TR111 Hx-Pro £180 
RS-TR515 A/Rev £225 
RS-TR979 TwRec £1-10 
RS-BXI04 Hx-Pro £160 

RS-BX646 1 Head £205 

RS-BX747 1 Head £270 

FM TUNERS 
. ----

. � . .., 
�� --�..=-� .--

£NON (Z Yr Gutum.Ue) 
TU-260 " Wuuur " £120 
TU-580 RDS Sys £220 
KENWOOD 
KT-2050 J Band £115 
KT-1050 RDS Sys £165 
TECHNICS 
ST-610 24Mem £119 

'-C70 1 Band £225 
ST-G470 19Mem £110 
ST-GT550 Rem Con £175 

T-GT650 RDS Sys £210 

FANTASTIC SAVINCS 
ON MIDI 6 MINI 
HI-FI SYSTEMS 

SAVE fJ50 ON THIS 

soNy; 
MHC 2800CD 

Was£� 
Now £399.99 
MONEY SAVERS WAS r>DIV 
Aiwa Z650 £J69 £349 
Hitochi AX-12 £349 £298 
Hitachi A.X-15 £449 £380 
JVC Adagio S2 £369 £315 
Kenwood M47G £749 £620 
Kmwood M77MG £999 £900 
Kenwood M57MG £849 £705 
Kenwood UD55/M £649 £585 
Sony 759CD £/099 £935 
SanyoDCMSI £299 £255 
Technics CDX/20 £699 £595 
Technics SCCH750 £799 £679 
Technics SCCH950 £999 £849 
Pioneer 130 £749 £599 
Pioneer J50 £1149 £9/9 
Pioneer N33 £379 £](/() 
Pioneer N93M £1049 £839 

111-F/ SJ:\TEJ/S 
AJWA 
LCX-09 
NXs-270 
NSX-340 
NSX-D707 
NSX-D909 
ZD-7000M 
AXAI 

IOwpc 
16wpc 
20wpc 
35MpC 

35wpc 
40wpc· 

MX-91 25wpc 
DENON (2 Yr Guarantee) 
D-250 SOwpc 
D-65 30wpc 
D-90 40wpc 
D-JJO 40wpc 
JVC 
Adagio G7 
Adagio G9 
Adagio S10 
UX-A4 
UX-TI 
W-58CD 
KENWQOD 
UD-95/M 
M-28MG 
M-97MG 
PIONEER 

SOwpc 
55wpc 
NE IV 

/5wpc &wpc 
50wpc 

41><pc 40wpc 
85wpc 

N-6JT 37wpc 
N-93M 66KpC 
1-10 49wpc 
J-20 5/)Kpc 

lJ/5 
£250 
£250 
£150 
£585 
£720 

J-40 101><7JC £900 
And MANY MANY More 

THE CAR HI-FI 
SPECIALIST 

JVC 
KS-RX770+ 
XL-MK500 
CD Changer SJ'>Iem 

Warlm £349.00 
PIONEER 

KE-2730 Rodio!Cass 4x7 Watts 
Was £1(,5- NOW £129 

KE-3730 Rodio/Cass Do/by B NR 
Was Cl& NOW EJJS 

ALPINE 
7980M In Dash 3 Tray CD!Tuner 

Excluding Powe r Amps 
Was UW9 NOW £519 

KENWOOD 
KDC 86R CDnunw RDS-EON 

Exc. Power Amps 
IV as £499-NOW £390 

SONY® 
DJ 704 CD System 

4x25 Wottf XR 7041 RlliJio/Cass 
+ CDX 70 10 CD Changer 

Was £199 NOW £365 

PIONEER 
SPEAKER BARGINS 

TS-E/066 Was EJ.l-NOW £17 pair 
TS-E13991Vas EH- NOW £56 pair 
TS-EJ6881Vas EM-NOW £18 pair 
TS-G1033 Was D+NOW £25 pair 
TS-F/385 WtU U-1 NOW £27 pair 

1994 
PIONEER RANGE 

a Fast �nd 11 endose Cheque!POfor £.. ................. .. 

E/ftctenJ or debit my Access/Msel.4mex Card No 

AV HI-FI LTD 
: 318-324 Ed�are Rd 
London W2 -1 DV AlSO AT 

Mail � ........................ . 
Order fupiry dote .... . I Name ............. . 

Tel: 071 723 5251 
Fax: 071 724 6101 

242 Tottenharn Crt Rd 
London W1 9AD (dres< .. 



Model 

Pioneer A-502R 

Pioneer A-502R-G 

Pioneer A-602 

Pioneer C-73 

Pioneer M-73 

Pioneer VSA-701 S 

PS Audio 5.6 

PS Audio 6.1 

PS Audio 1 00 Delta 

PS Audio 200 Delta 

PS Audio 200b Delta 

PS Audio 250 Delta 

Sentec PP9 RIM MC 

Sentec PP9 RIM MM 

Senlec SC9 

Shearne Phase 1 

Shearne Phase 1 

Shearne Phase 11 

Shenvood AI 111 0 

Sherwood AI 2010 

Sherwood AI 3010 

Sherwood AI 5010 

Sherwood AI 7010 

Sherwood AMJAVP8500 

Sirius 78 

Sirius Control Unit 

Some link DM20 

Sonic link DM20 Gold 

Some link OM30 

Sony TAF211B 

Sony TAF242B 

Sony TAF442E 

Sony TAF542E 

Sony TAF5 708 

Sugden A25B 

Sugden A48B 

Sugden A21 a I 

Sugden AV91C 

Sugden AV5tc 

Sugden AV91 P 

Sugden AV51 P 

Sugden AV51 Phono 

Sugden A21 a P 

Key to amplifiers 
Price -typical retail, to nearest pound. 
Power-output power in watts, per chan­
nel, RMS. 
Inputs- MM/MC- phono moving coil and 
moving magnet, l- line (CD, aux etc), T -
tape. 
AN- includes Dol by Surround or Pro 
logic decoder and amplification. 
Type: lnt- integrated, Pre-preamplifier, 

Pwr- power amplifier. 
Headphone- Y -yes, N -no. 
Remote -Y -yes, N -no. 
Size-width x height x depth in cm. 

Products highlighted in red have been 
tested in HI-FI Cholc8. Please refer to 
The Directory on page 123 for full test 
results. 

Pair monoblocks 
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Triangle Nemo All ion 

Triangle TE60 

Tube Tech Genesis 

Tube Tech Prophet 

Tube T ech Synergy 

Tube Tech Unisis 

Grundig CCF2 

Grundig CCF210 

Grundig CCF3 

Grundig CCF31 0 

Grund1g CF4 

Harman-Kardon OC5300 

130 

170 

150 

200 

190 

250 

Key to cassette decks 
Price -typical retail, to nearest pound. 
Type -T - twin transports, allowing tape 
to tape dubbing, sequential play etc; S­
Single transport, AA -auto-reverse. 
Oolby-B (tOdB noise reduction), C 
(20dB), S (24dB). B is standard for 
prerecorded material. 

T,AR 

T,AR B,C 

T.AR B.C 

B.C 

Heads- 2-combination record/play 
heads; 3-independent record/play 
heads, allowing real time off tape 
monitoring. 
Size -width x height x depth in cm. 

Products highlighted in red have been 
tested in HI-FI Choice. Please refer to 
The Directory on page 123 for full test 
results. 

1 channel monoblock 

Both transports record 
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_QUAD_ 

... in more ways than one. 

With a hi-fi that sounds good, looks good, and 

treats your pocket kindly, it won't matter whether 

you're playing Mozart or Metallica, you'll be 

playing to win. At Bartletts you can choose from a 

wide range of top quality equipment, all at 

affordable prices. And you'll know that whatever 

you choose you'll be a winner because your new 

hi-fi will be: 

•!• Musical 

•!• Affordable 

•!• Upgradeable 

•!• Guaranteed for 3 Years 

So don't play the fool: 



BARTLETTS 

SUGGESTED 

SYSTEMS 

The Bartletts Suggested systems listed below are 
supplied with the Marantz CD 53, an alternative CD 
player or Turntable is available, see below for 
details. All systems are supplied with 8 metres of 79 
strand loudspeaker cable, QED 4mm plugs are 
available at a cost of 1 .00 each . Carriage charge 
for delivery to an address on the UK mainland is 
£12.00 per order. All items are sent fully insured. 
Prices correct at time of printing but are subject to 
change without notice . E&OE . 

SPEAKERS 

AMPUFlERS 

Celestion 1 Mission760i 
Colestion 311 

Tannoy 603 H Mission 761 i 
Mission 760 ise B&W OM 600 i 

Colestion 511 
Tannoy 60511 

Tannoy 607 11 
Celes1ion 711 

Nad 802 

RogeB LS 2a2 
B&W OM 610 i 

Mission 762 i 
Cerwin· 

Voga VS 8 

Choices. The following CD players of Turntables can be ordered inslead of the Marantz CD 53 in the above syslems. 

CD Players 
Denon DCD 595 Deduct £20.00 Denon DCD 695 Add Nil Denon DCD 890 

Mamntz CD 52 //se Add £100.00 Marantz CD 63 Add £50.00 Nad 501 

Nad 502 Add £20.00 Sony COP 711 Add £50.00 Sony COP 911 

Yamaha COX 470 Add Nil Yamaha COX 570 Add £45.00 Yamaha COx 610 

Turntables 
Dual CS 503-2 

Thorens TD 280 

Deduct £20.00 Dual CS 505-4 Add £30.00 Technics SLBD 22 

Add Nil 

-ENTER THE WORLD OF DREAMS 
WITH A HOME CINEMA SYSTEM 

For more information or to book 
a demonstration of Home Cinema 

systems, please contact your 
nearest Bartletts store. 

Add £70.00 

Deduct £20.00 

Add £1(JJ00 

Add £90.00 

Deduct £50.00 

STORES AT 

North London 
175 Holloway Road 

London, N7 8LX 

(() 
071 607 2148 

071 607 2296 

Woking 
11 The Broadway, Woking, 

Surrey, GU215AP 

(() 
0483 771175 

Store Opening Times: 9.30am - 6pm 

Manday - Satuni.ay 

MAIL 

ORDER 

(() 
071 607 2296 

Fax: 071 609 0536 
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Marantz 

Marantz SD-53 

Marantz SD-63 

NAD 6325 

NAD 6340 

Pioneer CT-S620-G 

Pioneer CT-W420R 

Pioneer CT-W620R 

Pioneer CT -W820R 

San sui 0-X117HX 

Sansui D-X419HX 

Sansui D-X519HXR 

Sansui D590W 

Sansui DX317WR 

Sherwood DD1010C 

Sherwood 001 030C 

Sherwood DD2010C 

Sherwood 00301 OC 

Sherwood OSI 01 OC 

Teac V-1010 

Teac V-2020S 

Teac V-3010 

Teac V-600 

Teac W-6000R 

Teac W-700R 

Teohnics RS-BX404 

T eohmcs RS-8X7 4 7 

Teclm1cs RS-TR232 

T eohnics RS-TR333 

T echn1cs AS-TR515 

T eohnics RS-TR777E 

200 

169 

Key to cassette decks 
Price -typical retail, to nearest pound. 
Type - T-twin transports, allowing tape 
to tape dubbing, sequential play etc; S -
Single transport, AR -auto-reverse. 
Dolby- B (tDdB noise reduction), C 
(20dB), S (24dB). B is standard for 
prerecorded material. 

B.C 

B,C 

B,C 

B,C 

B.C 

Heads - 2 - combination record/play 
heads; 3- independent record/play 
heads, allowing real time off tape 
monitoring. 
Size -width x height x depth in cm. 

Products highlighted in red have been 
tested in HI-FI Choice. Please refer to 
The Directory on page 123 for full test 
results. 

�!miiii·�J,I!II!miDIB-!C!IEI.I�·I1I�;�.���t!ltllila,g�al·le1�!!1"1E� 
':l:'>n P R r V ? 1\1/A RPmnt�=> r.nntrnl 

Good mans Delta 700 

Good mans GCD360R 

Grundig COl 

Grundig C02 

Grundig CD21 0 

Grundig CD3 

Harman/Kardon HD7325 

Harman/Kardon HO? 425 

Harman/Kardon HD7525 

Harman/Kardon HD7625 

Jadis JS-1 

JVC XL-M408BK 

JVC XL-V174BX 

Marantz C0-63 

Marantz COIO 

Meridian 506 

Meridian 508 

Meridian 606 

Metaxas PHOS 

M1cro-Se1ki CD-M20C 

Micro-Seiki CDM2000X 

NAD Monitor 5000 

Na1m Audio COl 

Naim Audio CD3 

Naim Audio CD5 

Nakamichi MB2 

Nakamichi MB3 

Nakamichl MB-4S 

NVA TES 

Orelle CD100 

Orelle CD200 11 

Orelle CD480 

Onix CD33 

Philips CD732 

110 

120 

t40 

190 

120 

240 

299 

349 

449 

1350 

1350 

1750 

3695 

4689 

450 

600 

850 

650 

299 

1500 

749 

899 

399 

999 

140 

Key to compact disc players, transports 
and DACs 
Price -typical retail, to nearest pound. 
DAC Type - MB-multibif, 1 bit- single 
bit, BS- Bitstream, DS - Delta Sigma, M -
MASH, Hybrid - combines multibit and 
single bit. 
Outputs Digital: Opt- optical (usually 
Toslink), El- electrical (usually coaxial 
S/PDIF). 

MB N N/A 

MB N N/A 

BS E 44,9,30 

BS 44,9,30 

BS 36,8_._28 

BS 44,9,30 

BS E.O NIA 

MB NIA 

MB N/A 

NIA 

NIA 

NIA 

44,13,32 

44,10,28 

os E.O 

os E.O 

I bit 3E,O 

BS E.O 42,16,42 

MB NIA 

MB NIA 

BS 

BS 

BS 

MB 43,10,38 

MB 43,10,38 

MB 43,10,27 

BS N/A 

MB E,O N/A 

MB E.O NIA 

MB N/A 

NIA N/A N/A 43,8,33 

BS E 44,11,30 

Remote Control -V- yes, N - No. 
Size- width x height x depth in cm. 

Products highlighted in red have been 
tested in HI-FI Choice. Please refer to 
The Directory on page 123 for full test 
results. 

Modified CDM, high frequency shieldi�g 

30 mem, auto-space, d�y off 

30 mem, edit, fade , display off 

30 mem, random repeat 

30 mem, FTS, display off, fader 

Six disc 

Two box, no digital output, top loading 

Multi-CD, 20x8 oversampling 

Multi CD, 18x8 oversampling 

Mul1i-CD, 16 x 4 oversampling 

Selected passive components 



Model 

Key to compact disc players, transports 
and DACs 
Price -typical retail, to nearest pound. 
DAC Type-MB -multibit, 1 bit- single 
bit, BS - Bitstream, os -Delta Sigma, M -
MASH, Hybrid -combines multibit and 
single bit. 
Outputs Digital: Opt- optical (usually 
Toslink), El -electrical (usually coaxial 
S/PDIF). 

Remote Control -Y -yes, N -No. 
Size-width x height x depth in cm. 

Products highlighted in red have been 
tested in Hf-Fi Choice. Please refer to 
The Directory on page 123 for full test 
results. 

Digital volume, AT&T, balanced 

Outboard power supply 

Wad1a 12 

Wad>a t5 

Wadia 64.4 

Wad1a 9 
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Key to compact disc players, transports 
and DACs 
Price - typical retail, to nearest pound. 
DAC Type -MB -multibit, t bit- single 
bit, BS-Bitstream, OS -Delta Sigma, M -
MASH, Hybrid -combines multi bit and 
single bit. 
Outputs Digital: Opt-optical (usually 
Toslink), El -electrical (usually coaxial 
S/PDIF). 
Remote Control-Y- yes, N -No. 

Size -width x height x depth in cm. 

Products highlighted in red have been 
tested in HI-FI ChtJice. Please refer to 
The Directory on page 123 for full test 
results. 

chassis 

Balanced and AT&T outputs 

Software u radable 

Balanced output 

Digital volume, se�te PSU 
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Model 

Aiwa HP-A160 

Aiwa HP-A260 

Aiwa HP-A360 

Aiwa HP-AV370 
Aiwa HP-J3 

Aiwa HP-J6 
Aiwa HP-J7 
Aiwa HP-J8 
Aiwa HP-JB33 
Aiwa HP-V141 

Aiwa HP-V21 
Aiwa HP-V23 

Aiwa HP-v27 

Aiwa HP-V28 

Aiwa HP-V68 

JVC HA-0590 
JVC HA-0616 

JVC HA-0410 
JVC HA-22 
JVC HA-F35 

JVC HA-F15 

Key to digital recorders 
Price -typical retail, to nearest pound. 
Type-MO -MiniOisc -DCC -Digital 
Compact Cassette, OAT- Digital Audio 
Cassettes. 
Digitalin & Out-E -Electrical (usually 
coaxial S/POIF), 0- optical, (usually 
Toslink). 

13 Opn 

20 Opn 
17 Opn 

21 Opn 
26 Opn 
31 Opn 

8 

10 
12 

13 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

DAC Type - MB - multibit, 1 bit- single 
bit, BS -Bitstream, OS - Delta Sigma. 
Size -width x height x depth in cm. 

Products highlighted in red have been 
tested in Hi-Fi Choice. Please refer to 
The Directory on page 123for full test 
results. 

Banded, bass resonalor ducts 

Banded. bass resonator ducts 

Banded, 5m lead 

Banded in-ear 

Mini 

Cordless infra-red 

HEAOPHOf/ES 

Key to headphones 
Price - typical retail, to nearest pound. 
Type- Opn - open back, vented or veloci­
ty type; gives less environmental isola­
tion, but is usually more natural feeling in 
ex1ended use. Sld- sealed ·the head­
phones form an air seal around the ears, 
helping reduce sound leakage. lA - Infra 
red cordless. Ear- in-ear model. 

' --- - · 
Kenwood KH-3000 

Kenwood KH-5000 

Kenwood KH-535 

Kenwood KH-757 

Kenwood KH-959 

Koss Pro 4M 

Koss CK300 

Koss ESP950 

Koss JCK200 

Koss MACS 
Koss MAC? 
Koss Porta Pro 1 
Koss Porta Pro Jnr 

Koss Pro 480 
Koss Pro/4/XTC 

Koss TD65 
Koss TD75 

Maxell HP100 

Maxell HPIOOO 

Maxell HP200 

Maxell HP2000 

Maxell HP300 

Maxell HP3000 

Maxell HP350 
Maxell HP400 

Maxell HP4000 
Maxell HP500 
Nakamichi SP7 

Proneer SE -15 

Proneer SE-15V 

Proneer SE-32 

Pioneer SE-3300 

Pioneer SE -4000 

Pioneer SE-5 

Pioneer SE-5000 

Pioneer SE-52 

Pioneer SE -7000 

Ross RDH-1 OOCD 
Ross RDH-200CD 
Ross RDH-300CD 
Ross RDH-400CD 
Ross RE-2030 

Ross RE-2060CD 

Ross RE-223 

Ross RE-229 

Ross RE-233 

Ross RE-234 

Ross RE-235 

Ross RE-246 

Ross RE-280 
Ross RIH-150 

Ross RIH-360CD 
Ross RIH-460CD 
Ross RIH-550 

Ross RMH-300 

Ross RMH-31 OTY 

Ross RMH-500CD 

S'heiser Charleston 

S'heiser HE60/HEV70 

S'heiser Se1180/UK 

Sennherser HD 580 

Sennheiser HD25 

Sennheiser HD250 Lll 

Sennherser HD320 

Sennherser HD330 
Sennherser HD340 

Sennheiser HD60TY 

Sennheiser Headmax 

Sennheiser IS450 

Sennheiser 15550 

Sennheiser Manhattan 

Sennheiser Orpheus 
Sennheiser Sel 90/UK 

40 Sld 
70 Sld 

15 Ear 

20 Ear 

25 Ear 

120 Sld 

325 Sld 

1995 Opn 

175 Sld 

39 Opn 

62 Sld 
60 Opn 

52 Opn 

_115 Cld 

125 Cld 
43 Sld 

55 Sld 

Ear 

15 Opn 

5 Opn 

20 Opn 

Opn 

30 Sed 
Eiar 

Ear 
20 Ear 

13 Opn 
70 Opn 
20 Opn 

30 Opn 
23 N/A 

35 Sld 

37 Sld 

16 Opn 

48 Sld 

25 N/A 

60 Sld 

15 N/A 

13 Sld 
17 N/A 

22 N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Sld 

Opn 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Opn 

Opn 

Opn 
12 Opn 
10 N/A 

7 N/A 
10 N/A 

N/A 

224 Opn 

998 Opn 

150 Ear 

190 Opn 

140 Sld 

130 Sld 

40 Opn 
55 Opn 
65 Opn 

35 Opn 

25 Opn 

150 Opn 

180 Opn 

25 Opn 

9652 Opn 
130 Ear 

25 Opn 
8 Opn 

17 Opn 

10 Opn 
12 Opn 
15 

280 

425 

240 

350 

240 
100 
160 
65 
65 

250 
340 
150 

330 

95 

30 

140 

40 
120 
5 

45 
150 

NIA 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

210 

260 

43 

260 

140 

215 

120 
120 

160 
170 
118 
365 
40 
118 
36 

40 
50 

32 

32 

32 

32 

230 

100 

100 

60 
60 
60 
43 

180 
100 

90 
160 

32 

32 

32 

32 

32 
32 

32 
32 
16 

22 

45 
30 
30 
40 

35 

35 

30 

35 

32 

35 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

140 

300 

70 

300 

60 
100 

32 

32 

32 

Weight-without cable. 
Impedance -in ohms. 

Products highlighted in red have been 
tested in HI-FI Choice. Please refer to 
The Directory on page 123for full test 
results. 

2 .5m OFC lead 

3.5mm plug 

3.5mm i)I!Jg 

3.5mm plug_ 

Cordless infra red 

Electrostatic 

Cordless infra-red 

Replacable padhl_m lead 

Volume conlrol digilal ready 

6.3/3.5mm fil 

Volume conlrol digilal ready 

Winder case, lold i)I!Jgc 
With pouch, 6/3/3.5mm fit 
Volume control, winder case 
2.7m lead, 6.3/3.5mm fil 

2m cable 

5m cable 
UIZ cable 

3m ea�_ bass boos! duel 

3m cable 

2m cable 

3m cable 

UIZ cable 

3m cable 

CD headphone 
Closed back 
CD headQbone 

i i 

Personal stereo 

Inner ear headphone 

Slereo/mono 

Folding 

Micro 

Personal stereo 

Personal stereo 

Micro stereo phones 

Vertical inner ear 

Inner ear headphone 
Vertical inner ear 

Vertical inner ear, volume potentiometer 
Inner ear, with volume controls 

i 

For video and TV 

Lightweighl 

3m lead, dual plug, leather trim 

Electrostatic with energiser 

IQ!ra-red cordless 

3� 3.5/6.3mm 

1 .5m lead,_ 3.5/6.3mm 

3m lead, 3.5/6._3mm 

3m lead, 3.5/6.3mm 

3m lead, 3.5/6.311lm 

6.8m l�nc vol control) 

M!!)!,_ I .2m lead 3.5/6.3mm 

Infra-red cordless - hi-fi 

Infra-red cordless 
3m lead, 3.5/6.3mm 

Electrostatic, valve energiser 

Infra-red cordless 

40 Sld 220 32 3m, 6.3/3.5m·acks 



BRITAIN'S 
LARGEST 

INDEPENDENT 
HI·FI/VIDEO 
BULK BUYER 

0 Our Maeeive Buying Power givee 
you the Beet Poeeible Deal. Brand 
New Factory Sealed unite - All 
Fully Guaranteed. 
(NO REPAIRED UNITS, MAIL ORDER RETURNS OR GREY IMPORTS) 

0 A// pricee include V. A. T. 

0 We have Friendly Expert 
Advieere on hand at our 
10,000eq. ft. Superetore at 
Barking. They can offer Advice and 
Full Demon5tratione. 

0 We offer the Faeteet Mail Order 
Department in the Bueineee. Fully 
ineured, epecially packed 24 Hour 
eecuricor delivery 

0 14 day exchange on all goode 

0 We Care. We have Fully Trained 
Service �rsonnel. 

0 We want your cuetom ... 
If you have been eatiefied with the 
Service at Hyper-F i tell othere. If 
you're not happy for any reaeon 
don't heeitate to tell ue. 
JUST WRITE TO: HYPER·FI P.R. DEPT. 
(RICHSIDE), FREEPOST, RM90, CHIGWELL, IG7 6BR. 

- - .. - . · � r 

' RDS TUNER WITH EON 
'3 BAND AM/FM DIGITAl SYSTEM 
' DISPlAY MODEl. 30 PRESETS 
' DIAl TUNING SYSTEM 
'WHAT HI-FI AWARD WINNER 

515311 

...-.--------------
--=-- - �:�::_- � 

� ,, -4-.h _ ... _�_ -� 

' 3 HEAD DOlBY S CASSETTE TCK611 5 
' POWER OPEN/ClOSE 
' DISPlAY MODEl. 3 MOTOR SYSTEM 
' CERAMIC CASSETTE HOlDER 
'WHAT HI-FI AWARD WINNER 



AMPLIFIERS 

PIONEER 
- , , __ ,nu , ,_ " 

' . ' 
: • HIGHLY REVIEWED RANGE A201 
: • 2x30 WATTS OUTPUT 
: • 5 INPUTS 2 TAPE DUBBING 
: • BASS TREBLE TONE CONTROLS 
. • LOUDNESS SWITCH 

• HEADPHONE SOCKET BLACK 420mm 

• 2 x 45 WATTS RMS 
• HIGHLY REVIEWED RANGE 
• INFRA - RED REMOTE 
• DIREG SWITCHING 
• 6 INPUT TWIN SPEAKERS 

• FULL AUDIO/VISUAL FUNGION 
• 90 WATTS PER CHANNEL 
• INFRA-RED REMOTE 
• 6 INPUTS INC TWO TAPE 
• SOURCE DIREG. LOUDNESS 
• TWIN SPEAKER OUTPUTS 

AXV401 

AMPLIFIERS 

• HI-FI CHOICE BEST BUY 
• 2 X 50 WATTS RMS 80HM 
• HEAVY DUTY BINDING POSTS 
• HIGHLY REVIEWED WHAT HI-FI 

• HIGHLY REVIEWED WHAT HI-FI 
• 44 KEY REMOTE CONTROL. 
• 2 x 60 WATTS 20HZ -20KHZ 
• 2 x 140 WATTS DYNAMIC POWER 
• PURE SIGNAL GROUND LINE 

SONY 

' . ' . ' � 
� 

"._:;;� "��" 

304 

AMPLIFIERS 

SONY 

*' �":;:,_A::::.._ �� ,: ��',' 
,..,......... '�- V 

• 100 WATTS RMS 8 OHMS • GIBRALTER CHASSIS 
• 7 INPUTS, TWIN DRIVE POWER SUPPLY 
• SOURCE DIRE a /RECORD OUT SELEG 
• MM/MC PREOUT AB SPEAKERS 
• HIGHLY REVIEWED AMP 

'' :��i�� ,' ' ',' 
�:.:':.:,:.: � :,�£', ' 

:::..-¥- ,, '' ' ''" 
���� 

• FM/LW /MW/ 30 PRESETS 
• 12 STATION NAME PRESETS KT2030L 
• 6 EVENT PROGRAMME TIMER 
• 60 MINUTE SLEEP TIMER 
• SUPERB QUALITY 



TUNERS 

SONY 

�- .:; 'io; /�· 
''¥!! � '" =��-:_ �:., 'e ;� :";" 

'DIGITAL DIREG DECODER 
' 3  BAND FM/MW/LW 
' 36 RANDOM PRESETS 
' SYSTEM REMOTE 
' 3 SPEED SEARCH 

-- :?ir 

- . --- ' 
--·- .. 

-��-� - ...... ....,. 

'WHAT HI-FI AWARD WINNER 
' 3 HEAD DOBY B. C. HX PRO 
' FULL LOGIC CONTROL 
' AMORPHOUS ALLOY HEADS 
' FINE BIAS ADJUST 

� 

· ... � .. �" ... 
:-;.; X ,__., ' ' 

� �-' _;',_,;_"' 
' � .. � :>. 

... 

- ----;;;;:-- --;>H - :- -=£ 
,. •r�s•&�� lf 

. . � 
� , ''"'�""-� �� ' 

c � -�- -
��� ....:::.:.::.. 

' HIGHLY REVIEWED CASSETIE 
' DUAL CAPSTAN 3 HEAD DECK 
' DOLBY BC HX PRO 
' CD DECK SYNCRO 
' MUSIC SKIP DISPLAY OFF 

CTS610 

CASSETTE DECKS 

' DOUBLE AUTO CASSETTE 
' FULL REMOTE CONTROL 
' RECORD/PLAY BOTH DIREGIONS 
'C. D. DECK SYNCRO DOLBY B. C. HX PRO 
' PARALLEL RECORDING ' TWIN RECORD 

NAKAMICHI 

-

'FIVE STAR WHAT HI-FI REVIEW DR3 
' HIGHLY REVIEWED HI-FI CHOICE 
' SUPERB QUALITY 2 HEAD MACHINE 
'OUTSTANDING RECORD QUALITY 
' AUTHORISED UK DEALER STOCK 

' FULL SIZE DAT RECORDER 
' 1 BIT A/D AND PULSE D/ A CONY 
' 3 MOTOR SYSTEM 
'LONG PLAY MODE A/B REPEAT 
'LINEAR TAPE COUNTER 
' REMOTE CONTROL 

:; 'QUALITY COMPAG DISC 
' 3 BEAM LASER PICK UP 
' 20 SELEGION PROGRAM 
' REMOTE OPTIONAL 
' DIGITAL OPTICAL OUTPUT 
' SLIMLINE BLACK 240 VOLT 

TC690 

CDM659 

.......... 49 
iCI.. 

��.£ .95 � 

' QUALITY COMPAG DISC 
' 1 BIT D/ A CONVERTOR 
' 45 BIT NOISE SHAPING DIGITAL FILTER 
' 20 TRACK MUSIC CALENDER 
' PEAK SEARCH 

' FAMOUS PHILIPS QUALITY CD920 
'HIGHLY REVIEWED WHAT HI-FI. 
'BITSTREAM DAC. DIGITAL OUTPUT 
' FULL FUNGION REMOTE 
' DIREG ACCESS EDIT MODES 

COMPACT DISC 

' GREAT FEATURE REVIEW WHAT HI-FI 
' 45 BIT 8 DAC D/ A CONVERSION. 
' DIGITAL SERVO SYSTEM 
' FULL REMOTE/REM VOL 
' TIME/MANUAL FADE 

��£ 129-95 
PIONEER 

""__::; -- ..... .._,,,, ______ "........... � 

-

' HIGHLY REVIEWED RANGE 
'STABLE PLATIER MECHANISM 

'· 

' 1 BIT DIREG LINEAR CONVERSION. 
'ANTI RESONANCE DESIGN 
'OPTICL DIGITAL OUTPUT 
' H/P MOTOR DRIVE OUTPUT 

PDS 6D1 

��.£ 1 49-95 
MARANTZ 

�-· 'r/.r///Qf& 

� >>>• ·,, >• ''"'hwr...: 

' BITSTREAM QUALITY MULTIPLA YER. 
' DIGITAL ANALOGUE OUTPUT 
• FTS FAVORITE TRACK SELEGION 
' FULL REMOTE CONTROL 

.. · .. zj: 

• CARROUSEL ALLOWS 3 DISC CHANGE WHILE 
PLAYING FIFTH 

' FULL WIDTH 435MM 

'HIGHLY REVIEWED STABLE PLATIER 
• ANTI RESONANCE DESIGN 
' 1 BIT DIREG LINEAR CONVERSION. 
' SEMI CENTRE TRAY OPTICLE DIGITAL OUT 
·DISPLAY OFF CONT. CD DECK SYNCRO 

��£1 79�5 
NAKAMICHI 

' HIGHLY REVIEWED WHAT HI-FI 
'FOUR STAR SOUND QUALITY 
'DIGITAL COAXIAL OUTPUT 
' SUPERB BUILD QUALITY 
• FULL REMOTE CONTROL 



IMPORTANT NOT.ICE AUTHORISED DEALERS 
Not all advertisers in this magazine are authorised dealers for the products they stock. If you check with major 
manufacturers they will advise you to buy from authorised dealers to ensure full company guarantee back up. 

Hyper·Fi only sells brancl new factory sealecl stock clirect from the manufacturers ancl is 

an authorised clealer for all its brancls 

• HIGHLY REVIEWED WHAT HI·FI & HI·FI CHOICE 
• DIFFERENTIAL MODE BITSTREAM CONVERTOR 
• OPTICAL AND CO-AXIAL DIGITAL OUTPUT. 
• FTS MOTORIIZED VOLUME CONTROL 
• REMOTE CONTROL CD72 

��£269.95· 

• "RECOMMENDED" HI-FI CHOICE 
• 4 STAR SOUND QUALITY WHAT HI-FI 
• SUPERB TOP OF THE RANGE BUILD QUALITY 
• STABLE PLATIER MECHANISM 
• CENTRE TRAY FULL REMOTE 

SONY 
f&!�til- Ef ·"" - _, -� -� Z'ii �:A·..,.� .:..:.. _ac 

:���-�; .:- �---,: 
,'>).I<T 

• TOP OF THE RANGE ES. QUALITY 
• HIGHLY REVIEWED HI-FI CHOICE 
• DIGITAL OPTICAL OUTPUT. 
• FULL REMOTE CONTROL 
• FIVE STAR REVIEW WHAT HI-FI 

MS5.10S 
• FULLY SHEILDED MAGNETS SUITABLE 

FOR ALL A/V APLICA TIONS 
• HIGHLY REVIEWED HI-FI SPEAKER 
• NEW IMPROVED TWEETER 
• POSITEC PROTECTION SYSTEM 
• SHELF OR FLOOR STAND USE 
"100WATIS HANDLING 
• DELUX BLACK FINISH 
• IDEAL CENTRE SPEAKER 

J.P.W. 
MINIM 

CDPX303ES 

• IMPROVED MODEL UP FROM MINI MONITOR 
• RECOMMENDED HI-FI CHOICE 
• 70 WATIS POWER RATING 

I 
• FERRO FLUID DOME TWEETER 
• HARD WIRED X/OVERS 
• LARGE DIAMETER TERMINALS • 
• WALNUT FINISH 

1-

SPEAKERS 

J.P.W. 
SONATA 

i' • HIGHLY REVIEWED WHAT HI-FI 

! • WHAT HI-FI AWARD WINNER 

; • HI-FI CHOICE BEST BUY 

:· • 70 WATTS HANDLING :! : ������;�HZ - 20KHZ 

320 x 230 x 210mm 

�g £69-95 �g �� �� ------ - -

MORDAUNT SHORT 
MS.10 

• HIGHLY REVIEWED HI-FI CHOICE 
• FIVE STAR REVIEWED WHAT HI-FII 
• 1 00 WA TIS REPAC UNITS 
• ALUMINIUM DOME TWEETER 
• DELUXE BLACK FINISH 

THIRD DIMENSION 

• HIGHLY REVIEWED WHAT HI-FI 
• 3 PIECE SUB WOOFER SYSTEM 
• 60 WATIS HANDLING .. 
• 89 D.B. SENSITIVITY 
• DELUX BLACK FINISH 

MORDAUNT SHORT 
MS30 

• HIGHLY REVIEWED NEW RANGE 
• TWO WAY INFINITE BAFFLE 
• 100 WATIS REPAC UNITS 
• ALUMINIUM DOME TWEETER 
• MCS WOOFER Bl. WIRE 
• 25 x 43 x 28cm BLACK FINISH 

CELESTION 9 

• HIGHLY REVIEWED HI-FI CHOICE 
• HIGHLY REVIEWED WHAT HI-FI 
• 100WATIS HANDLING 
• 3 WAY BASS REFLEX 
• SUPERB DARK OAK FINISH 

SPEAKERS 

• RECOMMENDED HI-FI CHOICE 
• HIGHLY REVIEWED WHAT HI-FI 
• FLOOR STANDING 2 WAY DESIGN 
• TIT ANUM DOME TWEETER 
• 100 WATIS HANDLING 
• SUPERB DARK OAK FINISH 

MA800GOLD 
• HIGHLY REVIEWED SPEAKER 
• UNIQUE FRONT REFLEX 
• 120 WA TIS HANDLING 
• GOLD ANODIZED ALLOY 
TWEETER DIE CAST BASS 

• DELUXE ROSEWOOD 

• 2 x 45 WATIS AMPLIFIER 
• 3 BAND AM/FM TUNER 
• TWIN CASSETIE DOLBY 
• QUALITY TURNTABLE 
• 20 TRACK COMPACT DISC 
• FULL REMOTE CONTROL 

N93T 
• DOLBY PRO LOGIC 
• 2 x 66 WATIS 3 x 15 WATIS IRMS) 
• MULTI ROOM COMPATABLE 
• VOCAL CANCEL & MIC MIXING 
• TWIN AUTO/REV B.C. HX PRO 
• 1 BIT SINGLE C. D. PLAYER 



AKA I 
AMM659 £89.9 5 
AM47 £129.95 

AIWA 
XA003 £99.95 
XA950 £149.95 

CAMBRIDGE 
A75 £49.95 
P75 £99.95 

DE NON 
PMA250 £119.95 
PMA350 £149.95 
PMA480R £219.95 
PMA450 £249.95 
PMA880R £299.95 

JVC 
AXA662 £229.95 

KENWOOD 
KA1030 £119.95 
KA3020ED £139.95 
KA3050R £169.95 
KA4040R £169.95 
KA5040R £169.95 
KA7020 £169.95 
KA5050RED £249.95 
KA7050R £449.95 
KAV8500ED £499.95 
KAV7700 £599.95 

MARANTZ 
PM42 £99.95 
PM40SE £129.95 
PM32 £139.95 
PM52 £149.95 
SP50 £179.95 
PMMSE £199.95 
PM52SE £299.95 
PM54SE £299.95 
PM700ED £349.95 

NAD 
302 P.O.A. 
304 P.O.A. 
306 P.O.A. 

NAKAMICHI 
1A3 £169.95 
1A2 P.O.A. 
lAl P.O.A 

PHILIPS 
FA920 £119.95 
FA930 £149.95 
FA890 £149.95 

PIONEER 
A201 £89.95 
A102 £99.95 
A351R £119.95 
A202 £119.95 
A300X P.O.A, 
MOO P.O.A. 
A676G £179.95 
AAOOX P.O.A. 
A602 £249.95 
A676Bl £249.95 

ROT EL 
RA920AX £89.95 
RA 930 £169.95 
RA935 £199.95 
RA 960 BX P.O.A. 
RA 980 8X P.O.A. 

SONY 
TAF211ED £99.95 
TAF242ED £119.95 
TAF319R £129.95 
TAF442ED £159.95 
TAF440E £159.95 
TAF244E P.O.A. 
TAF540E £169.95 
TAF542ED £169.95 
TAF670ES £299.95 
TAAV570B P.O.A. 
TAAV670 £329.95 

TECHNICS 
SUVZ220ED £99.95 
SUVZ320 £139.95 
SUVX600 £149.95 
SUVX720K £199.95 
SUA600K P.O.A. 
SUVX820 £249.95 
SUA700K £249.95 
SUA800K £329.95 
SUA900K P.O.A. 

YAMAHA 
AX350 £99.95 

AUDIO VISUAL 

CELESTON 
FUll RANGE P.O.A. 

DE NON 
AVC1530ED £399.95 
AVC3020ED £599.95 
AVRlOOO P.O.A. 
AVC 3530 P.O.A. 

JPW 
FULL RANGE P.O.A. 

KENWOOD 
KRV6050 £289.95 
KRV7050ED £349.95 
KAV8500ED £499.95 

MARANTZ 
SP50 £179.95 
PM700ED £349.95 
AV500 P.O.A. 
MA500 P. O.A. 
SR73 P.O.A. 
SR82 P.O.A. 
MV633 P.O.A. 
MORDAUNT SHORT 

FULL RANGE P.O.A. 
MONITOR AUDIO 

FULL RANGE P.O.A. 
PIONEER 

CLD2600 £229.95 
VSA740 £349.95 
VS701S P.O.A. 
VSAD802S P.O.A. 
VSX452 P.O.A. 
CLD1850 P.O.A. 
CLD2850 P.O.A. 
CLDM5 P. O.A. 

ROTEL 
RB956AX £324.95 
RSP960AX £399.95 

SONY 
STRD590 £189.95 
STRD511SYS £189.95 
STRD790 £199.95 
STRD6 11 P.O.A. 
TAAV5708 P.O.A. 
TAAV670 £329.95 

TANNOY 
FULL RANGE P.O.A. 

TECHNICS 
SAG530 P.O.A. 
SAGX550LK P.O.A. 

YAMAHA 
DSPA500 P.O.A. 
DSPAlOOO P.O.A. 
DSPA2070 P.O.A. 
DSPE200 P.O.A. 
DSPElOOO P.O.A. 
RXV470 P.O.A. 
DSPA970 P.O.A. 
NSE80 P.O.A. 
NSC80 P.O.A. 
NSC110 P.O.A. 

TUNERS 
AIWA 

XT003 £99.9 5 
CAMBRIDGE 

T50 £79.95 
DE NON 

TU260l £119.95 
TU560l £159.95 
TU580 P.O.A. 

JVC 
TDW308 £179.95 

KENWOOD 
KT1030l £79.95 
KT2030L £89.95 
KT3050LED £129.95 
KT7020 £129.95 
KT6040 £169.95 

MARANTZ 
ST35l £99.95 
suo £119.95 
ST50l £139.95 
ST72LED £199.95 

NAD 
£149.95 

ALL PRICES 

NAKAMICHI 
ST2ED £199.95 

PHI LIPS 
FT910 £79.95 
FT930 £99.95 
FT920 £99.95 

PIONEER 
F201L £79.95 
F202L £99.95 
F676 £129.95 
F550RDS £129.95 
F401l £129.95 
F301 RDS £149.95 
F502RDS P.O.A 

ROTEL 
RT930AX £159.95 
RT950BX £199.95 

SONY 
STS211LB P.O.A. 
STS 170 £99.95 
STS311LB P.O.A. 
STS570ES £169.95 
STS505ES P.O.A. 
STS770 ES £199.95 

TECHNICS 
ST610LED £99.95 
STG630RDS P.O.A. 
STGT550 P.O.A. 
STG90LKED £199.95 
STGT650 P.O.A. 

YAMAHA 
TX550 £99.95 
TX350 £129.95 
TX950 £149.95 

RECEIVERS 

DEN ON 
DRA435 £199.95 
DRA345R £249.95 
DRA545R £319.95 

JVC 
RX506VBK £199.95 

KENWOOD 
KRA5040 £199.95 
KRV6050 £289.95 
KRV7050ED £349.95 

NAD 
701/705 £249.95. 

PIONEER 
SX777 £199.95 

SONY 
STRD311 P.O.A. 
STRD390 £179.95 
STRD590 £189.95 
STRD511SYS £189.95 
STRD790 £199.95 
STRD711 P.O.A. 

TECHNICS 
SAGX530LK P.O.A. 
SAGX 1 30DLK£ 159.95 
SAGX230DLK£199.95 
SAGLX550LK P.O.A. 
SAGX350LK £329.95 

YAMAHA 
RX550 £199.95 
RXV470 P.O.A. 
RX360 £359.95 

CASSETTE DECKS 

AKA I 
DX57 £199.95 
GX95 11 £329.95 

AIWA 
ADF410 £99.95 
ADF450 P.O.A. 
ADWX828ED£169.95 
ADWX929ED £199.95 
ADF850 P.O.A. 
ADF810 £169.95 
XKS7000 £299.95 

DENON 
DRM51 0 £99.95 
DRM540 £159.95 
DRM610 £169.95 
DRS810 P.O.A. 
DRW760 £249.95 
DRM71 0 £259.95 

KENWOOD 
KX3050 

KX5030 
KXW8040 
KX9050S P.O.A. 

MARANTZ 
SD52 £139.95 
SD62 £149.95 
SD63 £229.95 
SD53 £269.95 

NAKAMICHI 
DR3 £299.95. 
DR2 £499.95 
DRl £699.95. 

PHI LIPS 
DCC900 £249.95 

PIONEER 
CTS210 £69.95 
CTS310 £89.95 
CTW420R P.O.A 
CTS410 £149.95 
CTS320 £149.95 
CTW620R P.O.A 
CTS520 £169.95 
CTS510 £169.95 
CTS620 £199.95 
CTSBlO £199.95 
CTS610 £199.95 
CTW820R £249.95 
CTS900S £399.95 

SONY 
TCFX211 £59.95 
TCFX170B £69.95 
TCK311ED £109.95 
TCK370 £119.95 
TCK411 ED £139.95 
TCK490 £149.95 
TCK470 £149.95 
TCK590 £149.95 
TCWR435 £169.95 
TCWR535B £169.95 
TCK511S £179.95 
TCC5 £229.95 
TCWR635S £239.95 
TCK611 S P.O.A 
DTC690 £389.95 

TECHNICS 
RSBX404ED £139.95 
RSTR232KED £139.95 
RSTR333KED £159.95 
RSBX646KED £179.95 
RSTR515KED £199.95 
RSBX747KED £249.95 

YAMAHA 
KX260ED £99.95 
KXW162 £149.95 
KXW262 £149.95 
KX360ED £139.95 
KX650ED £169.95 

TURNTABLES 

DUAL 
CS431 £59.95 
CS435 P.O.A. 
CS503/2 P.O.A. 
CS505/ 4 P.O.A. 

KENWOOD 
KD491F P.O.A. 
P26 £79.95 

SONY 
PSLXlOOB £54.95 
PSLX150B £99.95 
PSLX431B £149.95 

TECHNICS 
SLDB22K P.O.A. 
SLQD33K P.O.A. 
Sl1200 P.O.A. 
Sl1210 P.O.A. 

SPEAKERS 

BOWERS & WILKINS 
DM6001MP £139.95 
DM6101MP £189.95 
DM6201MP £299.95 

CELESTION 
CEll P.O.A. 
CEL 3 P.O.A. 
3RD DIM £99.95 
CEL 5 £129.95 
DITION 1 £139.95 
DITION 2Bl £149.95 
CEL 7 £169.95 

£199.95 
£299.95 

5000 £399.95 
CERWIN VEGA 

AT40 £249.95 
AT60 £299.95 
AT80 £399.95 
VSlO P.O.A. 
VS 12 P.O.A. 
ATlOO £499.95 
VSI515 P.O.A. 

JPW 
MINIM Wl £49.95 
MINIM Bl P.O.A. 
SUBWOOFER P.O.A. 
SONATA Wl £69.95 
SONATA Bl £99.95 
PI P.O.A. 
AP2 P.O.A. 
AP3 P.O.A. 

MISSION 
760; £129.95 
780 £129.95 
760;SE £149.95 
761; £179.95 
780SE £239.95 
7 62; £249.95 
781 £249.95 
763 £379.95 
764; £479.95 
765; £679.95 
STANDS £59.95 
MONITOR AUDIO 

STUDS. £349.95 
MA800G RO £399.95 
MA 14GII £399.95 
MA800G Bl £429.95 
STUD 6 £599.95 
STUD 10 £799.95 
MA 1800 RO £799.95 
STUD 15 £899.95 
MORDAUNT SHORT 

MS5.10.SBL £49.95 
MSlO P.O.A 
MS5.10 Bl £99.95 
MS20 P.O.A 
MS30 £169.95 
MS5.50RO £329.95 
MS5.508l £349.95 
MSAO P.O.A 
MS50 P.O.A 

NAD 
802ED £169.95 
804ED £289.95 

SONY 
SSA505 £49.95 
SS85E P.O.A 
SS 125E P.O.A 
APM181ES £199.95 
SSS70ES £319.95 

TANNOY 
603.2ED £99.95 
605.2ED £129.95 
607.2ED £169.95 
609.2ED £199.95 
611.2ED £349.95 
613.2ED £499.95 
615.2ED £599.95 

WHARFEDALE 
Delto 30 11 £59.95 
D;omond SED £69.95 
CRS3 £89.95 
CRS5 £129.95 
425 £129.95 
CRS7 £199.95 
CRS9 £299.95 

YAMAHA 
NSB50 £129.95 

EQUALISERS 

KENWOOD 
GE 4030 £149.95 
GE 7030ED £199.95 

SONY 
SEQ411 £99.95 

TECHNICS 
SHGE70EK P.O.A 
SHGE90K P.O.A 

BY UP1'0 

,£25 
fiiHOitiE 1'011 Dn'AILS 

MINI SYSTEMS £499.95 
£599.95 

AKAI £699.95 
MX92 £269.95 £799.95 
MX570 £349.95 M97 £949.95 
MX670 £399.95 PIONEER 
MX770 £449.95 JlO £349.95 MX970

AIW1
499.95 

J20 £399.95 
NSX270 £229.95 JlOM £399.95 
LCX9 P.O.A. J30 £449.95 
NSX340 £249.95 J20M £449.95 
NSX360 £249.95 J30M £499.95 
LCX7 £269.95 JAO £599.95 
LCXlO P.O.A. JAOM £649.95 

����886 mm J50 £699.95 

NSXD707 £399.95 JSOM 
SON

r.:j99·95 

NSXD�.f
No

�49·95 
C108CD £269.95 

D65 P.O.A. C109CD £299.95 
D70 £449.95 C190 £329.95 
DlOO £499.95 C195 £379.95 
D90 P.O.A. C159CD £399.95 
DIIO P.O.A. C209CD £399.95 
D250 

JVC 
P.O.A. C259CD £449.95 

UXl £229.95 
C359CD £549.95 

UX A3 £259.95 C559CD £599.95 

UXTl £259 95 C759CD £699.95 

���20 
£3

p
16';._5 ' CDX���

HNI
��.A. 

ADA 52 £299.95 CDX320 P.O.A. 
UXA4 £299.95 CDX520 P.O.A. 
ADAS30 P.O.A. 
ADA 53 £349.95 
ADA 54 £399.95 
ADA 56 £469.95 
ADA G7 £699.95 
ADA G9 £899.95 

KENWOOD 
MSA7 £299.95 
UD301 £339.95 
UD351M £389.95 
UD500 £399.95 
UD551M £539.95 
UD701 £599,95 
UD751M £649.95 
UD901 £699.95 
UD951M £849.95 

PIONEER 
N33 £249.95 
N53 £349.95 
N53M £399.95 
N63T £399,95 
N73T £549.95 
N73M £599.95 
N93T £699.95 
N93M £799.95 

SONY 
MHC450 £299.95 
MHC550 £329.95 
MHC510CD £329.95 
MHC650 £379.95 
MHC710CD £399.95 
MHCC50CD £449,95 
MHC2900 £499.95 
MHC2800CD £499.95 
MHCC70CD £539.95 
MHC3800CD £599.95 

TECHNICS 
SCCH550 £399.95 
SCCH404 £429.95 
SCCH650 £449.95 
SCCH505 P.O.A. 
SCCH655 £499.95 
SCCH750 £749.95 
SCCH950 £799.95 
MIDI SYSTEMS 

AKA I 
M55CD £249.95 
FX430CD £299.95 
FX630CD £349.95 
FX830CD £449.95 

AIWA 
Z720 £299.95 
ZD3000 £399.95 
ZD5000M £449.95 
ZD7000M £599.95 

JVC 
W37CD £299.95 
W58CD £399.95 
W78CD £499.95 

COMPACT DISCS 

AIWA 
XC300 P.O.A. 
XC750 £129.95 
XC950' £149.95 

DENON 
DCD690' £129.95 
DCD595' £179.95 
DCD695 £199.95 
DCD890' £269.95 
DCD 1290' £329.95 
DCM340' £349.95 
DCD2560' £599.95 

KENWOOD 
DP5040 £129.95 
DP2050 £149.95 
DP3050 £179.95 
DP5050 £229.95 
DPM6650 £239.95 
DP7050ED £249.95 

MARANTZ 
CD53 P.O.A. 
CD4211 £129.95 
CD5211ED £169.95 
CD63 P.O.A. 
CD5211SED £229.95 
CD72 £269.95 
CDJO P.O.A. 

NAD 
SOlED £149.95 
502ED £179.95 

NAKAMICHI 
CD4 £239.95 

PHILIPS 
CD162 £69.95 
CD164 £89.95 
CD692 £99.95 
CD732 £119.95 
CD930 £129.95 
CD920 £129.95 
CDC935 £169.95 

PIONEER 
PD201 £99.95 
PD202 £119.95 
PDS501 £149.95 
PDS601 £149.95 
PDS502 £149.95 
PDM602ED £169.95 
PDS701 £179.95 
PDS702 £179.95 
PDS801ED £199.95 
CLD2600 £229.95 
PDS802 £269.95 
PDS901 £299.95 

ROTEL 
RCD945AX' £229.95 
RCD965 £299.9 5 
RCD965BXLE £399.9 5 

SONY 
CDPM33 £69.95 
CDPM43 £99.95 
CDP497 £99.95 
CDPM54 £99.9 5 
CDP597 £129.95 
CDP797 £129.95 
CDP311ED £129.95 
CDPAIIED £139.95 
CDP711 ED £169.95 
CDP791 £199.95 
CDP911 ED £229.95 
CDPX303ES £329.95 

TEAC 
CDP3500 £149.95 
VRDSJO £699.95 

TECHNICS 
SLPJ38 £99.95 
SLPG340ED' £129.95 
SLP520A £129.95 
SLPG440ED' £139.95 
SLPG540AK' £199.95 
SLPS740AK' £249.95 
SLPS840AK' £419.95 
SLP2000 P.O.A. 

YAMAHA 
CDX460 £99.9 5 
CDX560 £129.95 
CDX470 £149.95 
CDX570 £149.95 
CDX660 £169.95 
CDC635 £169.95 
CDX860 £169.95 
CDX670 £199.95 
CDX870 £199.95 

KENWOOD r-------------------� 
CM5ES £79.95 
CM7ES £99.95 
(56 £149.95 
SN900 £219.95 
M28 P.O.A. 
M27 £449.95 
M47 £499.95 

I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
L-------------------� -------

Please add £6 per item for insured 5ecuricor deliveries, 

P lease supply (make/model) ............................................................. . 

I enclose Cheque/P.O . ........................................... Payable "Hyper-fi" 

Mastercard or 
Visa No. 

EXPIRY DATE 

I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 
Name .................................. ... Signature .............................................. . 

Address ................................................................................................. . 
............................................................................. Postcode .................. . 
Daytime/Works Tel: (STD CODE) •••••••• No ....................... . 



Sony MDR-033 
Sony MDR-055 
Sony MDR-077 
Sony MDR-E515EX 
Sony MDR-E515V 
Sony MDR-E525 
Sony MDR-E535 
Sony MDR-E747MP 
Sony MDR-IF310K 
Sony MDR-P11V 
Sony MDR-P1 0 
Sony MDR-W07L 
Sony MOR-W12L 

Technics RP-F15 
TechniCS RP-F30 
Technrcs RP-HT116 
Technrcs RP-HT77 
TeChniCS RP-HT86 
Vivanco IR900 
Vivanco SR10001/1 
Vivanco SR25 Mrcro 
Vivanco SR35 Mrcro 
Vivanco SR45 Micro 
Vivanco SR4 7 4 
Vivanco SR606 
Vivanco SR65 Mini 

Vivanco SR9001 s 
Vivanco SR909 

Advent Graduate 
Advent Heritage 
Advent Laureate 
Advenl Legacy 2 

Allison AL 130 
Allison AL115 
Allison CD6 
Allison CD7 
Allison CD8 

120 
8 

12 
15 
18 
20 

100 
22 
11 
11 
16 

180 
55 
30 
40 
70 

110 
14 
12 
15 
32 
40 
13 

219 
579 
499 
349 

99 

Key to headphones 
Price -typical retail, to nearest pound. 
Type-Opn-open back, vented or veloci­
ty type; gives less environmental isola­
tion, but is usually more natural feeling in 
extended use. Sld -sealed -the head­
phones form an air seal around the ears, 
helping reduce sound leakage. lA · Infra 
red cordless. Ear-in-ear model. 

Sld 
Sld 
Ear 
Ear 
Ear 
Ear 
Ear 
IR 
Sld 
Sld 
Ear 
Ear 

Sld 
Sld 
Sld 
Sld 
Sld 
Opn 
Opn 
Ear 
Ear 
Ear 
Opn 
Opn 
Qpn 

170 

200 
13 

190 
340 
190 
150 
150 
235 
265 

110 
225 
30 
250 

18 

35 
32 
35 
32 
35 
n/a 
100 
18 
18 
18 
36 
32 
32 
30 
n/a 
600 

Products highlighted in red have been 
tested in Hi-FI Choice. Please refer to 
The Directory on page 123 for full test 
results. 

1 m lead_, mini plug 
1 m lead, mini plug 
1 m lead, mini plug 
1.2m lead, mini plug 
1.2m lead, mini plug 
Seven meter rang!.!_ nfra red 
5m, 3.5/6.3mm plug 
2m, 3.5/6.3mm plug 
1m mini plug 
1.2m mini plug 

3m lead 
3m lead 
3m lead 
3m lead 
3m lead 
3m lead 
Infra-red cordless 
In-front localisation 
Includes case 
For personal stereos 
Including volume control 
Soft ear cushions 
3.5/6.3mm plug_ 

For portable CD players 
3.5/6.3mm 
Infra-red 
Remote 

2x 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

28,44,17 
25,89,31 
21,80,29 
38,67,22 

Bookshelf/stand mount 
Floor standing, free space 
Floor standing, free space 
Floor standrng, .free space 
Bookshelf/stand mount 
Floor standing, free space 

Model 

Apogee COO Subwoofer 
Apogee Centaur 
Apogee Centaur Major 
Apogee Centaur Minor 
Apogee Grand 
Apogee Ribbon Wall 
Apogee Stage 
Apogee Stage Sub 
Apogee Studio Grand 
AR Active Partner 

AR M6 
AR P1 Four 
AR Pi One 

B&O Beolab 8000 
B&O Beolab Penta 3 
B&O Beovox 4500 
B&O Beovox CX100 
B&O Beovox CX50 
B&O Beovox RL 1 000 

B&WCWM6 
B&WCWM8 
B&W DM600i 
B&W DM610i 

B&W DM630i 
B&W DM640i 

B&W Matrix 802 S3 
B&W Matrix 803 S2 

... 
::1. 

lil 

4980 
1345 

POA 
1690 
4000 
3645 

14900 
230 

2025 
2375 

450 
395 
285 
215 

Key to loudspeakers 
Price ·typical retail, to nearest pound. 
Type-2x, 3x etc -number of indepen­
dent drive units, pt-parted, 18 -sealed, 
Active -dedicated active crossover, 
needs amps for each driver, ABR-auxil· 
iary bass radiator, Sub- subwoofer, 
Uni-Q -KEF prop. coaxial drive unit, 
Horn -horn loading, MC · moving coil, 
ESL- electrostatic, CC -coupled cavity, 

Hybrrd 
Hybrid 
Hybrrd 
Ribbon 
Hybrrd 
Ribbon 
MC 
Hybrrd 

Act1ve 
Active 
2x Pt 
2x IB 
2x IB 
3x 
3x 

40,141,27 
30,88,20 
71,194,86 
27c120,7 
55,82.5 
58,25,42 
63,160,55 
19,27,15 

22,165,34 
45,38,8 
12,32,21 
12,21,21 
32,40,13 
41,54,18 

14,20,14 
20,45,34 
45,20,60 
N/A 
13,23,15 

Hybrid -dynamic bass/ESL or ribbon top. 
Sens- output at given power input level. 
Impedance-in ohms. Power-maximum 
recommended amplifier output. 
Size ·width x height x depth in cm. 

Products highlighted in red have been 
tested in Hi-Fi Choke. Please refer to 
The Directory on page 123 for full test 
results . 

Ribbon/dynamic 
Three way ribbon, active sub 
Ribbon/dynamic 
Two way 
Active moving coil sub 
Three way ribbon, active sub 
Utility model 

Column, 1Wo buill in amps 
Line array column, three-way 

Simplified RL6000 
Simplified RL7000 

Various colours 
Lifestyle speaker 
White & black frnish 
White & black frnish 
White & black frnish 
Lifestyle 
Black finish 

24, 14,16 Waterproof/suitable for extreme conditions 
25,14,16 
38,20,25 



Bose A' mass AM? 830 
Bose SE-5 Ser 11 System 760 
Bose Roomate 11 300 
Bose Video RoomMate 300 
Base C'puter RoomMate 300 
Base VS100 250 
Bose XL 1000 115 
Bose XL2000 160 
Base XL3000 180 
Bose XL4000 220 

Boston Ac 360 Ser 11 209 
Boston Ac Setellites 
Boston Ac SubSat Six 

Boston Acoustics 325 
Boston Acoustics 335 
Boston Acoustics 350 
Boston Acoustics 380 

Boston Acoustics HD7 
Boston Acoustics HOB 
Boston Acoustics HD9 
Boston Lynfield 300L 
Boston Lynfield 500L 

Boston Runaboul 
Boston Voyager 

Cerwin Vega DC 1 0 
Cerwin Vega DC 12 
Ce�vin Vega DC 15 
Ce�vin Vega DC8 
Cerwin Vega L · 7 
Cerwin Vega SAT6 
Cerw1n Vega VS 10 
Cerwin Vega VS 12 
Cerwin Vega VS15 
Cerwin Vega VS8 
Chord Sys Audio 905 
Clements 300si 
Clements 600si 

Key to loudspeakers 
Price· typical retail, to nearest pound. 
Type · 2x, Jx etc -number of indepen­
dent drive units, pt- parted, IB-sealed, 
Active -dedicated active crossover, 
needs amps for each driver, ABR -auxil­
iary bass radiator, Sub-subwoofer, 
Uni-0- KEF prop. coaxial drive unit, 
Horn - horn loading, MC- moving coil, 
ESL- electrostatic, CC- coupled cavity, 

N/A 
N/A 
Active 
Act1ve 24,14,16 
Act1ve 24,14,16 
N/A 23,15,15 
Pt 29,19,17 
PI 36,23,18 
Pt 47,29,23 
PI 57,32,30 
N/A 22.15,7 

N/A 

36,98,35 
44,103,46 
26,45,28 
23,36,23 
22,25,32 
33,70,29 
42,81,38 
46,90,47 
28,51,29 
NIA 
24,36,36 

Hybrid -dynamic bass/ESL or ribbon top. 
Sens - output at given power input level. 
Impedance-in ohms. Power- maximum 
recommended amplifier output. 
Size -width x height x depth in cm. 

Products highlighted in red have been 
tested in HI-FI Choice. Please refer to 
The Directory on page 123 for full test 
results. 

Self powered AC/shielded, vol control 
Self powered AC/shielded, vol control 

Wall/ceiling, white, flush mount 
Setellite speakers 

Free stand, separate bass/top encls black 

Floor standing 
Floor stand1ng 
Bookshelf 
Bookshelf, high sensitivity 

Floor standing_ 
Floor standing 
Floor standing 
Bookshelf 

--------

Fullers A Sphinx 
Fullers Audio Pharoah 1 649 
Genelec I 0 19A 1572 

Genelec Blamp 1 031 A 2068 
Genelec Triamp 1037A 4982 

Genelec T riamp S30 3055 
Genexxa GX-650 180 

Genexxa GX330 80 

GLL Arena 89 
GLL Magnum 199 
GLL Maxim 119 

GLL Mezzo 159 
Goodmans Achve 75 65 
Gooomans HTI 00 100 
Goodmans HT170 150 
Gooomans M 1 00 80 
Grundig BX1 150 
Grundig BX2 230 

Grundig BX3 350 

Grundig MBX31 0 80 
Harbeth BBC LS5/12A 

160 
lnteraudio XL4000 200 
Jamo Outdoor 110 
Jamo Outdoor 2 200 
Jamo Cornet 30.3 100 

130 
Jamo Cornet 60.3 ISO 

Jamo Cornet 65.3 230 
Jamp Cornet 70.3 280 
Jamo Cornet 80.3 350 
Jamo Graphic 350 
Jamo 307 270 
Jamo 407 350 
Jamo 477 500 
Jamo BX100 300 
Jamo BX150 390 
Jamo BX200 
Jamo 507 
Jamo 707 
Jamo Art 

Key to loudspeakers 
Price -typical retail, to nearest pound. 
Type -2x, 3x etc -number of indepen­
dent drive units, Pt-parted, 18 -sealed, 
Active -dedicated active crossover, 
needs amps for each driver, ABR - auxil­
iary bass radiator, Sub-subwoofer, 
Uni-0 -KEF prop. coaxial drive unit, 
Horn - horn loading, MC- moving coil, 
ESL - electrostatic, CC -coupled cavity, 

N/A 
Act1ve 23,31,25 
Active 25,39,29 
Active 40,68,30 

Act1ve 32,50,32 
N/A 23,76,26 
N/A 35,21,24 
N/A 26,23,14 
N/A 25,42,29 
N/A 10,26,17 
N/A 21,36,25 
Act1ve N/A 
N/A 25,53,20 
N/A 25,70,22 
2x 17,26,20 
2x PI 23,40,30 
3x Pt 24,49_.33 
2x Pt 24,107,34 
N/A 

N/A 29,46,23 
N/A 32,56,29 
2x IB 19,34,48 
2x Pt 18,32,12 
2x PI 20,32,23 
2x Pt 20,32,23 
2x Pt 2�42,27 
3x PI 27,47,27 
3x PI 47,23,27 
3x PI 26,87,27 
2x Pt 39,44,8 
2x Pt 18,31,27 
2x Pt 22,41,29 
2x Pt 19,77,29 
3x Pt 22,55,28 
3x Pt 28,83,31 

43,72.,33 
22,91,37 
24,104,39 
35,40,9 
27,37,16 
23,37,22 
16,25,20 

Hybrid -dynamic bass/ESL or ribbon top. 
Sens- output at given power input level. 
Impedance -in ohms. Power-maximum 
recommended amplifier output. 
Size-width x height x depth in cm. 

Products highlighted in red have been 
tested in HI-FI Choice. Please refer to 
The Directory on page 123 for full test 
results. 

Bookshelf, close to wall 
161itre 
221itre 

53 litre, 3 drivers 

Including wall brackets. weather proof 
Including wall brackets, weather proof 
Black ash · Mahogany £20 extra 
Black ash - £20 extra 
Black ash · Mahogany £20 extra 
Black ash · Mahogany £20 extra 
Black ash Mahogany £20 extra 
Black ash · Mahogany £20 extra 
Wall mount 
Stand mount 
Stand mount 
Floor standing 
Floor or stand mount 
Floor mount 
Floor mount 

Shape and SIZe of shallow 20 inch TV 

Wall mount, doubles as lamp 
High sensitivity, utility design 
High sensitivity, utility design 



Do you want to choose your hifi in a 
comfortable and relaxing environment . .  ? 

Do you want friendly and helpful advice 
(and a cup of tea) . .  ? 

Do you want to buy your system 
based on what you hear (and not what 

somebody tells you) . .  ? 

Do you live in GUILDFORD . .  ? 

... or Addlestone, Aldershot, Ashford (Middx), Ashstead, Bagshot, Basingstoke, Bracknell, 
Camberley, Chertsey, Cranleigh, Dorking, Epsom, Esher, Farnborough, Farnham, Frimley, Godalming, 
Hartley Wintney, Haslemere, Hook, Horsham, Liphook, Leatherhead, Odiham, Petersfield, Reading, 
Reigate, Redhill, Shepperton, Virginia Water, West Byfleet, Weybridge, Windsor, Waking? 

Nobody else in these areas stocks all the following major brands: Acoustic Energy, Arcam, Audio 

Innovations, Audiolab, Aura, B&W, Celestion, Creek, Cyprus, Dali, Epos, Deltec, Harman Kardon, 

heybrook, Infinity, JPW, KEF (Reference), Linn Products (including records), Marantz, Meridian, 

Mission, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Nakamichi, Onix, QED (Systemline), Quad, Rega, Revox, Rogers, 
Rotel, Sony, Supra, Sound Org, Target, Yamaha (including Home Cinema Systems) & Top Tape. 

Audio Technica AT637 Electronics Stylus Cleaner available by mail order exclusively!!! 

Visit us first and you won't need to go anywhere else, we have superb demonstration rooms where you 
can decide in comfort, and we will deliver and install free of charge (and part exchange is possible). 

Complete service - We are the only outlet in the area to offer the complete service. As well as 

stocking selected items from the above manufacturers we are able to serve and/or repair on the 
pren1ises all the above brands (and others also). 

The Shop 
Guildford's only REAL Hi-Fi shop 

We are at: 

3 BRIDGE STREET, GUILDFORD 

(by the traffic lights -
next door to Alfred Marks) 

0483 504801. 0483 304756 
Access • Visa • Switch Open Monday- Saturday 9am- 6pm (later by appointment) 



Model 

Jamo Compact 700 

Jamo Ccnverta 

Jamo 01t5 

Jamo Ot35 

Jamo Ot65 

Jamo 0365 

Jamo Oriel 

Jamo Pro 200 

Jamo Pro 300 

Jamo Pro 400 

Jamo Sat 160 

Jamo Sat 200 

Jamo Sat 300 

Jamo Sat 500 

Jamo Studio t 05 

Jamo Studio t35 

Jamo Studio t70 

Jamo SWt60_fu:stem 

Jamo SW500 System 

Jamo System 6000 

JBL 4208 

JBL HTS-1 

JBL L3 

JBL L5 

JBL L7 

JBL Ti 2000 

JBL Ti 3000 

JBL Ti 5000 

Jordan Watts Asptt.t 

Jordan Wans JH Fl 

JVC SPX550BK 

JVC SPX7708X 

JVC SPX990BK 

JVC SX500 

JVC SX9ttWO 

KAL Compact Ref 

KAL Mini-Rei MKII 

KAL Mini-Tower 

KAL T rans-double 

KAL Tunejal 

KAL Warlock 

KEF 101/3 

KEF t02/2MS 

KEF 103/4MS 

KEF 103/4S 

KEF 105/3 

KEF 105/35 

KEF 107/2 

KEF K140 

KEF K160 

KEF 010 

KEF 050 

KEF 060 

t70 

230 

430 

450 

449 

629 

800 

t50 

230 

700 

660 

650 

395 

6t9 

t500 

795 

1600 

Key to loudspeakers 
Price -typical retail, to nearest pound. 
Type-2x, 3x etc -number of indepen­
dent drive units, pt- ported, IB- sealed, 
Active -dedicated active crossover, 
needs amps for each driver, ABR -auxil­
iary bass radiator, Sub-subwoofer, 
Uni-Q -KEF prop. coaxial drive unit, 
Horn -horn loading, MC· moving coil, 
ESL- electrostatic, CC ·coupled cavity, 

3x Pt 

N/A 

2x 

N/A 

N/A 

N'A 

3x Pt 

3x Pt 

3x Pt 

2x PI 

3x Pt 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

2x 

Hybrid· dynamic bass!ESL or ribbon top. 
Sens - output at given power input level. 
Impedance ·in ohms. Power· maximum 
recommended amplifier output. 
Size-width x height x depth in cm. 

Products highlighted in red have been 
tested in HI-FI Choice. Please refer to 
The Directory on page 123 for full test 
results. 

Floor standing.J<Q_ u�d cavity bass 

Shell/wall mount wrth wall brackets 

i sens.illillY 

Hjgh sen� 

t:!!!Jh sen®mY_ 
Compact passive subwoofer 

Passive stereo subwoofer 

Model 

Unaeum LFX Corian 

Linaeum LFX Wood 

Manticore Minaret 

Manticore Minaret F1 

Martin-Logan Aerius 

Martin-Logan CLS llz 

M-L Monolith IIIX 

M-L Monolith liP 

M-L Quest 

M-L Saquel ll 

M-L Statement 

M-L Stylos 

Modulus Subwoofer 

Monitor Audio MA 1 OOG 

Mordaunt-Short CS1 

Mordaunt-Short SW1 

Mordaunt -Short HT30 

Mordaunt-Short HT 50 

Mordaunt -Short MS20 

Mordaunt -Short MS30 

Mordaunt-Short MS40 

Mordaunt-Short MS50 

NAD 802 

Nairn DBL Active 

450 

750 

2222 

4333 

9354 

8730 

499t 

3222 

POA 

Key to loudspeakers 
Price· typical retail, to nearest pound. 
Type-2x, 3x etc- number of indepen­
dent drive units, pt-ported, IB ·sealed, 
Active -dedicated active crossover, 
needs amps for each driver, ABR • auxil· 
iary bass radiator, Sub-subwoofer, 
Uni-0 -KEF prop. coaxial drive unit, 
Horn-horn loading, MC - moving coil, 
ESL- electrostatic, CC· coupled cavity, 

IB 

18 

Hybnd 

ESL 

Hybrid 

Hybrid 

Hybrid 

Hybrid 

Hybnd 

Hybrid ·dynamic bass/ESL or ribbon top. 
Sens - output at given power input level. 
Impedance • in ohms. Power· maximum 
recommended amplifier output. 
Size-width x height x depth in cm. 

Products highlighted in red have been 
tested in HI-Fi Choice. Please refer to 
The Directory on page 123 for full test 
results. 



MAIL ORDER 

Tel: 071 436 1053 

Fax: 071 637 2690 

Product List 

AIWA 

AKA I 

AR 

ALCHEMIST 

ALPHASON 

AUDIO ALCHEMY 

AUDIOSTATIC 

AURA 

B&W 

BEYER 

BOSTON 

CERWIN VEGA 

CONRAD JOHNSON 

GOLDRING 

INFINITY 

JAMO 

JVC 

KEF 

KENWOOD 

KINSHAW 

MIRCROMEGA 

MORDAUNT -SHORT 

MOTH 

NAKAMICHI 

ORIGIN LIVE 

PHI LIPS 

PIONEER 

PROCEED 

PROJECT 

ROT EL 

RUARK 

SANSUI 

STAX 

SME 

SYSTEMDEK 

TEAC 

TECHNICS 

THORENS 

TOWNSHEND 

TEAC 
VRDS7 

D700/P700 
NOW ON 

DEMONSTRA TION 

We also stock a large 
range of TV's/Video's 

from 

AKAI, HITACHI, JVC 
MITSUBISHI, PANASONIC 

P HILIP S, SAMSUNG 
SHARP, TOSHIBA 

Coming Soon: 
Large range of 
NTSC Laserdiscs 

will be available 
from November 

MICROMEGA 
T-DAC 

T-DRIVE 

the first front loading 
transport from Micromega 

SALE ON NEW AND EX-DEM HI-FI 

/\udio Pclohomy DD� V1.0 
Motif (Conrad Johnson) MS2001 200 Watt Power Amp 
Motif (Gomad dohnson) MP11 Phone atago 
Conrad Johnson MF200 200 Watt Power Amp 
Oracle Alexandria inc. SME345 arm 
Oracle Delphi Ill 
Alphason Sonata inc. HR100/Atlas 
Toao D500 D//\ Gom'ortor 
aD /\ooustios aD 1 
SD Acoustics SD4 
Nakamichi 1 OOOmbi 

ReW 
ex-dem 

ox dom 
ex-dem 
new 
ex-dem 
ex-dem 
ox dom 
ox dom 
ex-dem 
new 

RRP 
� 

4000.00 
2250.00 
2400.00 
1890.00 
1595.00 
1785.00 

� 
1650.00 

700.00 

4500.00 

UPT050% OFF 
ACCESSORIES FROM: 

NOW 
� 

2400.00 
1125.00 
1800.00 

945.00 
950.00 

1160.00 
� 
&2&.00 
455.00 

2295.00 

AKG, ALPHASON, AUDIOQUESl AUDIOTECHNICA BE YER, CABLETALK, 
FOUND ATION, FURUKAWA GOLDRING, IXOS, KONTAK, LYRA LYNWOOD, 
MONSTER, ORTOFON, QED, SENNHEISER, SONIC LINK, SOUND STYLE, 
STRAIGHTWIRE, STANDS UNIQUE, SUMIKO, SUPRA TOWNSHEND, XLO, 
VAN DEN HUL 

ASK Electronics Ltd. 251 Tottenham Court Road Harp Electronics Ltd 
248-250 Tottenham Court Road London W 1 p 9 AD 237 Tottenham Court Road 

London London 
WlP9AD 

0 323 2 
WlP9AD 

'--------,---
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Pentachord Pentode 
Philips OSS930 
Philips FB720 
Pioneer CS301 
Pioneer CS501 

Polk SlO 
Polk S4 
Polk S6 
Polk S8 
Posselt Albatros 

I 

Posselt Alpha Ill 
Posselt Alpha IV 
Proac Response 3 
Proac Response 3 S1g 
Proac Response 1 S 

R Alien Minette Gold 
RCF Mytho 2 
RCF Mytho 3 
RCF Mytho 5 
RCF Mytho 5 
RCF Mytho1 
Realistic M'mus 26 
Realistic Minimus 21 
Realistic Minimus 3.5 
Realistic Minimus-7 
Realistic Minimus-77 
Rega Kyte 
Rega ELB 
Rega XEL 

Rehdeko RK 1 1 5 
Rehdeko RK125 
Rehdeko RK145 
Rehdeko RK175 
REL Stadium 

1200 
1350 
1500 
3065 
4935 

919 
1634 

699 

56 
30 
30 
60 

100 
198 
298 

1040 
450 

1200 
2300 
3400 
6500 

795 

Key to loudspeakers 
Price -typical retail, to nearest pound. 
Type-2x, 3x etc-number of indepen­
dent drive units, Pt- parted, IB-sealed, 
Active -dedicated active crossover, 
needs amps for each driver, ABR - auxil­
iary bass radiator, Sub-subwoofer, 
Uni-0-KEF prop. coaxial drive unit, 
Horn -horn loading, MC -moving coil, 
ESL - electrostatic, CC -coupled cavity, 

27,83,29 
31,94,37 
31,94,37 
17,29,21 
32,74,26 
24,39,18 
26,54,20 
29,64,22 
31,186,32 
24,44,28 

Pt 23,100,27 
Pt 26,102,30 
Pt 27_._104,31 
N/A 28,118,30 
N/A 28,118,30 
N/A 17,30,24 
N/A 23,45,281 
N/A 20,40,25 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 15,24,13 
N/A 9,15,5 
N/A 11!18,11 
N/A 14,_22_,11 
2x 19,31,19 
2x 
2x 
2x 
Pt 
Pt 
Pt 
Pt 
Sub 

Hybrid -dynamic bass/ESL or ribbon top. 
Sens - output at given power input level. 
Impedance -in ohms. Power-maximum 
recommended amplifier output. 
Size -width x height x depth in cm. 

Products highlighted in red have been 
tested in HI-FI Choice. Please refer to 
The Directory on page 123 for full test 
results. 

Floorstanding 
Floorstanding, biampable 
Floorstanding, biampable 
Multi-app, Including wall bracket 
Floorstanding 
Stand mount, free standing 
Stand mount 
Stand mount 
Ultra sensitive 

Stand/wall/shelf mount 
Floor stand 

HI-FI CHOICE BUYER'S GUIDE 1os 

Shahinian Hawk 
Shahinian Obelisk 
Sonus Faber Amator 
Sonus-Faber Amator 
Sonus-Faber Electa 
Sonus-Faber Extrema 
Sonus-Faber Guarneri 
Sonus-Faber Minuetto 
Sony SS125E 
Sony SSA1L 
Sony SS85E 
Sony SS-v77 
Sony SS-J90AV 
Sony SA-W90 
Sound-Lab Oynasdat 
Sound-Lab Pristine 11 

Sound-Lab A3 
Sound-Lab A 1 
Spendor LS3/5A 
Spendor S 1 00 

TDL Studio 3 
TDL StudiO 4 
TEAC LSXB 
Teac S300 
Teac SW1 
Technics SB-CS55 

T riang!e Norma 
T nangle Scalene E 
UKO Callas 
UKD Caruso 
UKO Operetta 
UKD Super Pavarotti 

4950 
2290 
1498 
2898 
1690 
5991 
5500 

898 
120 
450 
100 

50 
100 
350 

3490 
5990 

10450 
12490 

539 
1599 

579 
999 

1350 
775 
625 
750 

1850 
595 

Key to loudspeakers 
Price-typical retail, to nearest pound. 
Type -2x, 3x etc -number of indepen­
dent drive units, Pt- ported, 18 -sealed, 
Active-dedicated active crossover, 
needs amps for each driver, ABR-auxil­
iary bass radiator, Sub- subwoofer, 
Uni-0 - KEF prop. coaxial drive unit, 
Horn -horn loading, MC- moving coil, 
ESL- electrostatic, CC -coupled cavity, 

2x 
2x 
2x 
2x 
2x 
2x 
IB 
IB 
IB 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
Hybrid 
ESL 
ESL 
ESL 
3x 
2x 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
Pt 
Pt 
Pt 

37,95,28 
37,74,32 
20,34,31 
37,22,35 
38,27,24 
55,27,46 
19,38,38 
23,35,28 
22,38,38 
19,30,32 
9,32,24 
19,9,14 
19,12,15 
22,49,51 
44,183,41 
72,153,69 
79,61,23 
91,208,27 

11,18,11 
17,24,17 
17,44,30 
25,43,25 

34,22,32 

Hybrid -dynamic bass/ESL or ribbon top. 
Sens - output at given power input level. 
Impedance-in ohms. Power- maximum 
recommended amplifier output. 
Size -width x height x depth in cm. 

Products highlighted in red have been 
tested in HI·FI Choice. Please refer to 
The Directory on page 123 for full test 
results. 

Omni-directional, floor standing 
Passive 

1st Shaninian model, floor standing 
CoiTl)lact, stand mount 
Compact, stand mount 
Compact, stand mount 
'Reference Standard' 
Compact, limited edition 
Compact, stand mount 
UK optimised sound 
Bio-cellulox tweeters 
UK optimised sound 
Full range surround speakers 
Magnetically shielded 
Active subwoofer 
Oak or walnut fin1sh, two-way 
Steel frame, black 
Any finish 
Curved panel, any finish 
BBC inspired location monitor 

Coaxial, shielded 
Shelf/stand, Shielded 

'Graphite' version 
Solid mahogany, stand mount 
Solid walnut, floor standing 
Solid mahogany, stand mount 
Solid mahogany, stand mount 



11o HI-FI CHOICE BUYER'S GUIDE 

1), 
Model 

VisoniK David 5001 

Visonik Sub 4 

W'dale Modus Cube 

W'dale Centre Cube 
W'dale Modus M1cro 

W'dale Modus Mini 

W'dale Modus Centre 
W'dale Modus Sub-bass 

Whartedale 415 

I Whartedate 535 

Whartedale CRS5 
Whartedale CRS7 

Whartedale CRS9 

Whartedale Modus 

Wilson Audio WAn Ill 

Wilson Audio WHOW 11 

Wilson Audio Puppy 11 
Wilson XI Grand Slam 

Yamaha NS-CII 0 
Yamaha NS-C80 
Yamaha NS-E80 

I Yamaha NSIOM 
ZYP AIT 

ZYP A2S 

Model 

Adcom GTP-400 
Adcom GTP-50011 

B&O Becmaster 7000 
Denon AVR-1 000 
Denon DRA-345R 

Denon DRA-545RD 

Dual CR900RC 
Genexxa STAV-3150 

Grundig R2 

Grundig R21 0 

Harman-Kardon AVR-30 

Harman-Kardon HK3300 

Harman-Kardon HK3400 

Harman-Kardon HK3500 
Harman-Kardon HK3600 
JVC RX-IOIOVTN 
JVC RX-208XBK 
JVC RX-3088K 
JVC RX-508VBK 
JVC RX-808VBK 

Kenwood KR-A4050 

Kenwood KR-V6050 

Kenwood KR-V7050 
Maranlz SR-53 

Marantz SR-63 

Marantz SR-73 

Marantz SR-82 
NAD701 

NA0705 

Philips FR940 
Pioneer SX-102 
Pioneer SX-2028 
P1oneer SX-302 

Rote! RTC-950AX 
Sansui RZ-3500 11 

Sansui RZ-590 

Sansui RZ790 

Sherwood R2201 0 

Sherwood R60 I OR 

Sherwood RV501 OR 
Sherwood RXI 010 
Sherwood RX401 OR 
Sony STRD311 
Sony STR0511 
Sony STRD611 
Teac AG-V3020 
Technics SJI,-GX130DL_ 

Technics SA-GX230DL 

Technics SA-GX350L 

Technics SA-GX550L 

lllllil 

Key to recievers magnet, l- line, T-tape, V-audio input 
Price-typical retail, to nearest pound. or tape circuit with video signal routing. 
AN- minimum requirements -Dolby Remote -control. 
Surround/Pro-Logic circuitry. Size -width x height x depth in cm. 
Power-watts/channel, both channels 
driven RMS Bohms, 20Hz-20KHz. Products highlighted in red have been 
Wavebands -FM, L-long wave, M - tested in Hi-F/ Choice. Please refer to 
medium wave. The Directory on page 123 for full test 
Presets-number thereof. results. 
In/outputs -MM/MC -moving coil/moving 

... 
:1. 

Ill i i li : 

I Size !Special 
132 N/A N/A ::: 50 I I O,lZJ.Q___ 

154 

69 

45 
99 

129 

99 
139 
149 
199 
2:� 
129 

199 

299 

99 

129 

69 
7645 

12500 

5500 
POA 

149 
99 

120 

250 
219 

299 

199 

... 
:1. 

g 

300 
649 
835 
520 
250 

320 

260 

249 

250 

170 

999 

379 
499 

699 
799 

920 
200 
250 
350 
600 

230 

350 

400 

270 

330 

700 

850 

259 
329 

450 
220 

240 
300 

420 

370 
230 

250 
140 

350 

249 
120 

180 
230 
280 
330 
450 
230 

270 

330 

450 

N/A 

Pt 

PI 

2x PI 

ABR 

PI 

PI 
IB 

IB 

I �x Pt 

2x PI 
PI 

PI 

PI I PI 

N/A 

2x 

Sub 

Sub 
3x 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
18 

18 

I ts 

!; 
... 
i 

N 
N 

N 75 
y 70 
N 45 
N 60 
N 60 
y 100 

N 50 

N 50 
y 50 
N 20 
N 35 

N 50 
N 75 
y 120 
N 40 
N 50 
y 50 
y 70 
N 80 
y 100 
y 100 
N 50 
N 80 
y 75 
y 75 
N 25 
N 35 
y 100 
N 55 
N 45 
N 45 
N 

N 30 
N 30 
N 30 
N 50 

N 100 

y 80 
N 30 
N 60 
y 60 
y 50 
y 60 
y 95 
N 60 
y 60 

y 80 
y 100 

,-
129 PI 

N/A 

87 

87 

86 

86 
87 

88 
87 

88 8 

�� � 
89 8 

91 

93 

89 8 

87 8 

89 �/I 91 

98 �;: 91 

94 Nil 
90 
90 
90 
90 
88 

88 

88 8 

� 
! 
" 

:ll" 
' 
or 

FM,M 16 
FM,M 16 
FM,M.L 20 
FM.M 16 
FM M 24 
FM,M 24 
FM.M,L 40 
MM,3L,3T 30 
FM,M,L 59 

FM.M.L 59 

FM,M 16 

FM.M 

FM,M 

FM,M 

FM,M 
FM,M 
FM,M,L 40 
FM,M,L 40 
FM,M.L 40 
FM,M,L 40 
FM,M 20 
FM,M 20 
FM,M 20 
FM,M,L 30 
FM,M,L 30 
FM,M 30 
FM,M 30 
FM.M 30 
FM,M 30 
FM.M,L 30 
FM,M 30 
FM.M 30 
FM,M 30 
FM,M 
FM,M 30 
FM,M 30 
FM,M 30 
FM,M 

FM,M.L 

FM,M,L 
FM,M 
FM.M 
FM,M,L 30 
FM.M,L 30 
FM,M,L 30 
FM M 30 
FM,M.L 30 
FM.M.L 30 

FM.M,L 30 
FM,M.L 30 

8: 8 

100 36,49,31 

50 14,17,12 

50 14,11,12 

50 14,23,12 

50 14,39,12 

60 46,14,12 
200 57,23,26 
100 24,35,20 
100 . 26,40,25 

��� ! ;�:��:�; 
140 26,48,20 
150 26,QQ,21 

160 31,80,28 
100 I 22.38.11 

100 1 18,26,20 
35 14,16,12 
N/A 27,31,36 

N/A 88/65,36 
N/A 25,53,35 
N/A N/A 
120 15,47,18 
80 14,§.17 
50 27,20.7 
100 21,38,20 
50 14,22,12 

50 22,14,12 

50 1 14,22,12 

� 
f 
or 

MM,3L.1T 
MM,3L, IT 
MM.2L.2T 
MM.2L,2T 
MM,3L,IT 

MM,3L.2T 

MM.4L.2T 
MM,3L,3T 

MM,4L,IT 

MM.4L. IT 
MM,3L,3T,6V 

MM,3L.2T 

MM3L.2T 

MM,4L,2T 
MM.4L,2T 
MM/MC,4L,3T 
MM,3L,IT 
MM,3L.IT 
MM,IL,3T 
MM,IL,3T 

MM,3L.2T 

MM,3L,2T 

MM,3L.2T 

MM,3L,1T 

MM.3L.IT 

MM,3L,3T 

MM,3L,2T 

MM.2L,IT 
MM/MC.2L.2T 
MM,4L,4T 
MM.2L,2T 
MM.2L,2T 
MM,2L,2T 
MM/MC,4L.2T 
MM,2L,2T 
MM,2L,2T 

MM,2L,2T 
MM.3L,IT 

MM,4L,4T 

MM.4L.4T 
MM.2L,IT 
MM,3L,IT 
MM,2L,2T 
MM,3L,2T 
MM,3L,2T 
MM,4L,3T 
MM,2L,2 

MM,2L.2T 

MM,4L,IT 
MM,3L,IT 

100 18,26.2( 

Shielded -
Shielded centre speaker 
Shielded 

Shielded two-way 
Shielded centre speaker 

T we channel double tuned sub-woofer 

-
I mount 

Floor standing, three way 

If mount 
I Stand mount, near wall 

Active subwoofer tor WATI 

Passive subwoofer for WAIT 
Thre� reference 

Magnetically shielded 
Studio neartield monitor 

I Wall mount 

'" 
! Size Special 

N N/A �er alllQ stages 
y N/A No power am�ges 
y N/A 
y 44,15.33 Auto lflpul balance 
y 44 12.32 _§y�tem remote 
y 44,12.32 RDS 
y N/A 
y N/A 

y 44,8,30 RDS, Radio text, remote 

y 36.12.28 Gain switch, remote 
y N/A QQI2y Pro Logic 
y N/A 
y N/A ----
y N/A 
y N/A 
y N/A QQI2)'j'ro Logic 
y 44,13,33 
y 44,13,34 -
y 44,13.34 5ch Doii!Y Pro Logic 
y 44,16,40 5ch Dolby Pro Logic 
y 44,13,33 -
y 44 15.40 
y 44,15,40 
y 43,14,34 
y 43,14,34 
y 43,15,38 
y 43,17,43 

N N/A 
N N/A 
y 44,14,30 
N 42,14,29 
y 42,14 29 
y 42,13,34 
y N/A 
y NIA 

yY N/A 
y N/A 

N N/A 

y N/A 

y N/A 
N N/A 
N N/A 
y 43,14,30 
y 43,14,30 
y 43,14,30 
y 44,16,38 
y 43,13,31 
y 43,13,31 
y 43,14,36 
y 43,16,36 

RDS 

RDS 

Doii!Y_Pro Logi£_ 

Dolby Pro Logic. multi-room 

Dolby Pro bQgic 

No power amp stages 

---- --

Dolby Pro Logic 
Dolby Pro Logic 

�ystem remote 
Dol by Pro Log£_ 
Dol by Pro Logic 
Dolby Pro L<>gic 

Non-Dolby 

Dolby Pro Logic 
Dol by Pro-Logic 

Stand mount, near wall J 

Key to systems 
Price-typical retail, to nearest pound. 
Sources-CD -compact disc, R -radio 
tuner, Tu-turntable, T- cassette tape, 
V-video signal routing (composite and/or 

S-Video). 
Power - output power in watts, per 
channel, RMS. 

-

Yamaha RX-360 

Yamaha RX-V470 

240 

400 

i 
40 FM,M 

50 FM.M 

I 
A1wa LCX-7 

Aiwa LCX-9 
Aiwa LCX-10 
A1wa NSX-270 

Aiwa NSX-340 
Aiwa NSX-51 OG 

Aiwa Z-650 
Aiwa Z-720 

Aiwa Z-D3000M 

Aiwa Z-D5000M 

Aiwa Z-D7000M 

Akai FX440CD 
Akai MXI15 

Akai MXII5T 

Akai MX570 
Akai MX570T 

300 CD,R.T 
350 CD,R,T 

400 CD,R,T 
280 CD,R,2T 

300 CD,R,2T 
440 CD,R.2T 

370 CD,R,Tu,2T 

400 CO,R,Tu,2T 

600 CD,R,Tu,2T 

670 CD,R,Tu,2T 

800 CD,R,Tu,2T 

499 CD,R,P.2T 

399 CD.R,2T 
499 CO,R,P,2T 

449 CD.R,2T 
549 CD.R,P,2T 
549 CD,R,2T 
649 CD,R,P,2T 
299 CD.R,2T 
399 CD,R,P,2T 

Akai MX950 799 CD,R,2T 

Akai MX950 Ccmpo 999 CD,R.P,2T 

Amstrad C03-500 230 CD,R,2T 

Amstrad Micro 1000 170 CD.R,T 

Amstrad Micro 2000 250 CD,R,T 

Amslrad Mini 2000 200 CO,R,T 
Amstrad Mini 3000 280 CD,R.2T 

Amstrad Mim 5000 300 CD,R.2T 

Arcam Alpha 5 1200 CD,R 

Arcam Alpha 6 1300 CD,R 
Arcam Delta 2810 CD.R.Tu 
B&O Beocenter 1400 CD,R,T 
B&O BeoSound Century 995 CD,R,T 

B&O Beosystem 2300 2150 CD.R 
B&O Beosystem 2500 2150 CO,R,T 

B&O Beosystem 7000 245 CD,R,Tu,T 

��-ll!l�l!!l·•�-c�87�0� CD,R,Tu.2T 

Denon D-250/S 1000 CD,R,Tu,2T 

Denon D-65/S 640 CD,R,2T 
Denon D-90/S 740 CO,R,Tu,T 

Dual MS2500 600 CD,R,2T 
Dual MS3700 600 CD,R, IT 
Goodmans System 700 600 CD,R.2T 
Grundig MIO 330 CD,R,2T 
Grundig M20 430 CD,R,2T 
Grundig MCIO 300 CD.R.T 
Grundig Fine Arts SI 740 CD,R,2T 

Grundig Fine Arts S2 880 CD,R,2T 
Hitachi AX12 350 CD.R.2T 
H1tach1 AXCI5 450 CD,R,2T 

800 R,CD,2T,V 

JVC Adagio G9 

JVC Adagio S2 

JVC Adagio S3 

JVC Adagio S4 

JVC Adag10 S6 
JVC Midi -W48CD 
JVC Midi-W58CD 

JVC Midi-W7860 
Kenwood HD-1000 
Kenwood M-28MG 
Kenwood M-47 

Kenwood M-4 7G 
Kenwood M-56AG 

Kenwood M-57MG 

Kenwood M-76AG 

Kenwood M-77MG 
Kenwood M-97G 
Kenwood M-97MG 
Kenwood UD-301 
Kenwood UD-351 
Kenwood UD-501 
Kenwood UD-551 
Kenwood UD-701 
Kenwood UD-751 

Kenwood UD-901 
Kenwood UD-951 

1000 R,CD.2T,V 

370 R,CD,2T 

400 R,CD.2T 

470 R,CD.2T 

600 R,CD,2T 

450 R,CD,2T 
500 R,CD,2T 
750 R,CD.2T 

1000 CD.R,T 
600 CD,R,T,2T 
600 CD,R,Tu,2T 
750 CD,R,Tu,2T 

800 CD,R,T u,2T 
850 CD,R,Tu,2T 

950 CD,R,V,Tu,2T 

1000 CD,R,V,Tu,2T 

1250 CD.R.V,Tu.2T 
1300 CD,R,V,Tu,2T 

430 CD,R,2T 
500 CO,R,2T 
600 CD,R.T.2T 
650 CD,R,2T 
750 CD,R,V,2T 

800 CD,R.V,2T 

1000 CD,R,V,2T 
I 050 CD.R,V,2T 

15 
10 

8 
N/A 

20 

30 

20 
30 
40 
40 

65 

35 

35 

35 

35 
35 
50 
50 

25 

25 

65 

65 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
40 
50 
75 

80 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

100 

40 
50 
30 
30 
35 

50 
50 
22 
35 
25 
50 

80 
20 

35 

50 

MM,3L,IT 

MM.6L,2T 

14,24,26 
14,24,26 

14,24,26 
N/A 
N/A 

26,31,34 

N/A 

36,48,35 

36.54,35 

36,54,35 

36,63,35 

36,52,35 

27,39,26 
27.48,31 

27.40.34 
27.49,34 
27,40,34 
27.49,34 
26,38,24 
27,46,31 

27.42.34 

64.78.36 
N/A 

15,20,13 

17,28,23 

28,21,57 

26,32.49 
26,32,25 
43,23,30 
43,23,30 
43,37,34 
76,11,34 

75,37,17 

83,36,16 

83,36,16 

42,8,33 

27 w1de 

27 w1de 

27 wide 

27 w1de 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
27,37,34 

25,39,28 
17,36,25 
N/A 

N/A 

45,34,63 

45,34,63 

28,43,28 

28,43,28 

25,27,35 

25,27,35 

25,36,34 

28,46,34 

36.50.34 
36.48,25 
36,57,29 
27,40,35 
36,56,38 
36,62.38 
36,62,38 
36.61.38 
36,62,38 

36,62,38 

36.62,38 
36,64.38 

36,64,38 
27,36,31 
27,36,31 
27,41,31 
27,41,31 
27,41,31 
27,41,31 

27,41,31 
27,41,31 

Size -main unit dimensions -width x 

height x depth in cm. 

Products highlighted in red have been 
tested in HI-FI Choice. Please refer to 
The Directory on page 123 for full test 
results. 

N/A 

N/A 

Special 
Micro 

Special 

Dol by Pro Logic 

Micro, with powered subwoofer 

Micro, as LCX· 10 with surround 
Mini 

Mini, optionallVNideo 
Mini, karaoke, CO-G compatible 

Midi 
Midi, equaliser 

Midi, three CD, equaliser 

Midi, three CD, DSP, equaliser 

Midi, DSP,_QQIIJy Surround 

Digital amp, optical linK to CD 

Gra�e�er 

As MXI15, with mini turntable 

Triple CD, pre/power amp, Dol by B 
fJs MX570, with mini turntable 
Three CD��ower amp, Dolby B, C 
As MX570, with mini turntable 

As MX90, wilh mini turntable 

Triple CD, separates 

As MX950, with speaKer stands 

Three disc CD fll<!)'er, FM, MW 

10 presets, FM, MW, LW 
I Q_presets, FM, MW, LW 

Five band equaliser 
RDS tuner, mic mixing 

Three disc CD, mic mixing 
Based on Arcam separates 
Including Alpha 6 R/C amp 
Fully remote controllable 
Audio master for extended systems 
Wall mounted active speakers 
As 2500, without cassette 

Active s�akers, life�tyle system 

Components, speakers extra 

RDS, inc o lional UK speaKers 

RDS, inc optional UK speakers 

Includes optional UK speakers 

RDS, inc optional UK speakers 

Five band graphic & full remote 
S ectrum ana!Yser 
Mini, Oolby NR 
Separates system 

Separate�ystem 

Multi-disc player 

Panoramic surround 

Panoramic surround 

Live surround 

Live surround 

Live surround 
Panoramic surround 

Live Surround 
Bass compensator 

Two channel surround 
MD & equaliser options 

Five disc CD carousel 

Graphic equaliser 

Gra�ualiser 
Multi-CD, graphic egualiser 

Dolby Surround 

Multi-CD 
Dolby Pro Logic 
Multi-CD 

Presence modes 
Multi-CD 
Presence modes 
Multi CD 

Dolby Surround 
Multi CD 

Dolby Pro Logic 
Multi CD 
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Spring Specials at 

Sevenoaks Superfi. 

·1MQ!i#l3;€ 
Arcam Alpha 5 

Great delivery and vivacity 

Claim 3 year 
warranty Free 

£229.95 

·'M�!iit:l;€ 
Musical Fidelity A1.3 

Sweet string tone and 
warm bass 

Claim £20 CD voucher Free 

£329.95 

MH·"-i'-i#i•il•l#3$W 
Sony TCK511 S 

Dolby S-3 head, an 
absolute steal 

was £279.95 

£199.95 

Aiwa XC300 
Great presence for the price 

was £149.95 

£119.95 

ti•IQ!·\*i:hf 
Rotel RCD945AX 

Tight, agile bass, 
strong on attack 

Claim 3 year warranty Free 

£229.95 

H•ltl't.fi3;€ 
Teac VRDS10 

This player sounds big 
and beefy 

Claim £30 CD voucher Free 

£769.95 

TUNERS 

Sony ST S311 
User friendly design, clear and 

involving sound 

was £199.95 

£169.95 

tlR#·133;b 
JPW Minim 

Nicely finished with pleasantly 
detailed presentation 

was £79.95 

£59.95 

·1M@II:il§;€ ·'MRII#ii;A ·!{,!QIIjl§;€ 
Audiolab SOOOA Aura VA100 Rotel RA930AX 

Transparency and power, Big sound, Articulate, elegant and 
notably neutral open shimmering tone such good value 

Claim 3 year warranty Free Claim 3 year warranty Free Claim 3 year warranty Free 

£449.95 £299.95 £174.95 

·'M411ili;€ *lt·i4�4£iiifi•'#II:J.w M!t·�iiiiij•l#3:J.W 
Technics SUA600K Aiwa ADF410 Aiwa ADF810 

Excellent mid range and bass, Great sound from this award Stable and sure footed with 
good value. (7 Oaks only.) recommendation plenty of punch 

was £199.95 was £119.95 was £229.95 

£179.95 £99.95 £179.95 

•tt·"-1-ii••:W·l#!J:�- E·�$ijiij·l#3$W B•IQ!·Sj§;b 
Sony TCK611 S Yamaha KX 360 Arcam Alpha 5 

Excellent sound, facilities and High performance deck with Exciting presentation, fluid bass 
value for money vibrant sound and fine treble 

was £329.95 was £199.95 Claim 3 year warranty Free 

£249.95 £139.95 £449.95 

PRICE PROMISE 
We always try to ensure our prices are competitive. In the unlikely event of an 

identical product being available from an authorised dealer at a lower price -

WE WILL BEAT THAT PRICE BY UP TO £20. 

Values: £110 to £500 = £10. £501 to £1000 = £15. £1001+ = £20. 

ti•IQ!·Sj§;l# 
Marantz CD5211 

Probably the best budget 
player on the market 

was £229.95 

£179.95 

!1•1@!·\jj;€ 
Technics SLPG440AK 

High grade, MASH, 4 DAC 
(7 Oaks only.) 

was £169.95 

£159.95 

IIJ;Uit·l:t@:l# 
NAD 5120 inc cart 

Seriously good sound at a 
super low price 

was £119.95 

£99.95 

3R:t·133;b 
Mission 751 

Big, fast bass plus open 
mid band and treble 

free stands & cable 

£299.95 

IUIQ!t4§;€ 
Marantz CD5211SE 

The sound simply bubbles with 
energy and vitality 

Claim £40 CD voucher Free 

£299.95 

B•*@'.Sia;t: 
Yamaha CDX870 

An audiophile component user 

was £329.95 

£199.95 

iii;Uii·!:IM¥ 
Project 0.5 inc cart 

Hallmarks of audiophile design 
at a budget price 

outstanding value at 

£144.95 

dQ#t·133;b 
Mission 760i SE 

Enjoyable 3D music with 
hefty bass 

free stands & cable 

£149.95 

iUIQ!·S*a§;€ 
Marantz CD63 

5 star stormer from Marantz 

Claim £10 
CD voucher Free 

£249.95 

TUNERS 

Audiolab SOOOT 
Fantastic performance, once 

heard never forgotten 

Claim 3 year warranty Free 

£699.95 

lll;l�lf·l:il¥ 
Project 6 inc cart 

A tweakers delight and best 
turntable title holder 

old price held 

£399.95 

tlR:t·':i3;€ 
T DL NFM 

Small but powerful, 
superb speakers 

old price held 

£99.95 

·'MR"i'3;1# 
Marantz PM44SE 

Power and subtlety, an 
absolute bargain 

Claim £20 CD voucher Free 

£199.95 

M!f·�ii§iiij•l#3$W 
Nakamichi DR3 

Sound quality with ambience 
and presence. (7 Oaks only.) 

was £399.95 

£339.95 

3•1Q!t43;b 
Arcam Delta 70.3 

Precise, stable stereo imaging 

was £699.95 

£449.95 

Aiwa XC750 
Placing sonic purity before 

sonic thrills 

was £199.95 

£149.95 

!UIQ!·Sj3;€ 
NAD 502 

Sensibly equipped 
accommodating player 

Claim £30 CD voucher Free 

£229.95 

TUNERS 

-
' 
Denon T U260L 

Warm sound 
for cold evenings 

Claim 3 year warranty Free 

£119.95 

Technics SL121011 
The professional 

DJs turntable. (7 Oaks only.) 

was £399.95 

£349.95 

IM''�'hMtll;t•J.t�i•a�'�f7.1 
At least 10% and up to 25% 

off all mini/micro systems 
in stock. (7 Oaks only.) 

excluding Denon 

Min 10% off 

Sevenoaks Superfi - There's no better place to buy Hi Fi. 
THIS ADVERTISEMENT IS VALID TO AT LEAST 31ST MAY 1994. 

ADDED VALUE OFFERS ARE NOT AVAILABLE ON PRICE BEAT SALES. PRICE BEAT CONDITIONS ON LISTINGS PAGE. 
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"EVEN A SHORT liSTEN TO THESE WEll BUilT SPEAKERS �ROM 

THE SCOTTISH COMPANY BEST KNOWN �OR TURNTABlES 

Will TEll YOU THEY'RE SPECIAl" 
WHAT HI·FI? February 1994 

SYSTEMDtK lTD. IRVINt KA12 OlD SCOTlAND U.H. TEl 0294 271251 fAX 0294 277095 

At Son et Lumiere, we hold what And with our purpose built 

we believe is the best audio listening rooms, we make a point 

solution at every price level from of inspiring you with a musical 

£800 to over £25,000. solution that will give unbridled 

listening pleasure. 

So, you won't find us trying to 

confuse you with numerous hi-fi Whatever your aspirations. 

solutions. As far as we're 

concerned, we've only got one 

answer to your requirements. 

SON ET LUMIERE, 67 TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD, LONDON W1P 9PA. TEL 071 580 9059. 



SPECIAL OFFER ON YAMAHA DSP-A970 IMPRO LOGIC AMP 

AUTHORISED DEALER FOR ALL MAJOR BRANDS 

RING US FOR BEST PRICE IN TOWN - WE CAN BEAT ANY PRICE! 

SONY 
MINI HIFI 
Compact 190 ..................... £POA 
Compact 1 95 ..................... £POA 
Compact 290 ..................... £POA 
Compact 295 ..................... £POA 
Compact 490 ..................... £POA 
MHC 510CD ...................... £POA 
MHC 710CD ...................... £POA 
MHC 450 ........................... £POA 
MHC 550 ........................... £POA 
MHC 650 ........................... £POA 
MHC 2750CD .................... £POA 
MHC 2800CD .................... £POA 
MHC 3800CD .................... £POA 
MHCC 50 ........................... £POA 
MHCC 90 ........................... £POA 
MHC 20800 ....................... £POA 
MHC 30800 ....................... £POA 
MDS 101 ............................ £POA 
SS V77 ............................... £POA 
SS J80AV ........................... £POA 
SA W90 .............................. £POA 
DSP 2070 .......................... £POA 

CD PLAYERS 
COP 411 ............................ £POA 
COP 711 E .......................... £POA 
COP 911 E .......................... £POA 

CASSETTE DECKS 
TCK 411 B .......................... £POA 
TCK 511 B .......................... £POA 
TCK 611 B .......................... £POA 

TUNERS 
CSTS 21188 ...................... £POA 
STS 311 LB ........................ £POA 
STS 505ES ........................ £POA 
Graphic 9 ........................... £POA 
SEO 411 B .......................... £POA 

svc 

YAMAHA 
AMPLIFIER 
DSPA500 ........................... £POA 
DSPA970 ........................... £POA 
DSPA2070 ......................... £POA 
DSP E200 .......................... £POA 
DSP E1 000 ........................ £POA 
NS E1 OO .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. . .. . . . £POA 
NS C90 .............................. £POA 
AX 401 ............................... £POA 
AX 470 ............................... £POA 
AX 570 ............................... £POA 

CASSETTE DECKS 
KX260 ................................ £POA 
KX360 ................................ £POA 
KX650 ................................ £POA 
KXW262 ............................. £POA 
KXW362 ............................. £POA 
KXW952 ............................. £POA 

JVC 
MACRO HIFI 
UXA4 .................................. £POA 
UXA5 .................................. £POA 
UX TI .................................. £POA 
ADAGIOS9 ......................... £POA 
ADAGIOS? ......................... £POA 
ADAGIOS6 ......................... £POA 
ADAGIOS4 ......................... £POA 
ADAGIOS30 ....................... £POA 
ADAGIOS2 ......................... £POA 

MICRO HIFI 
UXA5 .................................. £POA 
UXA4 .................................. £POA 

AIWA 
CASSETTE DECKS 
ADF810 .............................. £POA 
ADF500 .............................. £POA 

ADF410 .............................. £POA 
ADWX 929 ......................... £POA 
ADWX 828 ......................... £POA 

PIONEER 
J200 ................................... £POA 
J10M .................................. £POA 
J20M .................................. £POA 
J300 ................................... £POA 
J400M ................................ £POA 
N50W ................................. £POA 
N70W ................................. £POA 
N100W ............................... £POA 

MISSION 
SPEAKERS 
760 SE ..... . ... . . ..... . . .. . .. . . . . . . . .  £POA 
7601 ................................... £POA 
761 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  £POA 
762 ..................................... £POA 
763 ..................................... £POA 
764 ..................................... £POA 
780 ..................................... £POA 
780 SE ............................... £POA 

DOSE 
SPEAKERS 
AM 7 .................................. £POA 
AM 5 .................................. £POA 
AM 3 .................................. £POA 
301 ..................................... £POA 
401 ..................................... £POA 
205 ..................................... £POA 
601 ..................................... £POA 
701 ..................................... £POA 

JAMO 
SPEAKERS 
PRO 200 ............................ £POA 
PRO 300 ............................ £POA 
PRO 400 ............................ £POA 
0 165 ................................. £POA 
0 265 ................................. £POA 
0 365 ................................. £POA 

TECHNICS 
MINIHIFI 
SC CH950 .......................... £POA 
SC CH750 .......................... £POA 
SC CH650 .......................... £POA 
SC CH550 .......................... £POA 
CD X920 ............................ £POA 
CD X520 ............................ £POA 
CD X320 ............................ £POA 
CD X120 ............................ £POA 
CD C120 ............................ £POA 

AMPLIFIERS 
SUA 900K .......................... £POA 
SUA 800K .......................... £POA 
SUA 700K .......................... £POA 
SUA 600K .......................... £POA 
SUV2 320K ........................ £POA 
SUV2 220K ........................ £POA 

TURNTABLES 
SL 1210 ............................. £POA 
SL 1200 ............................. £POA 
SL 0033 ............................ £POA 

CASSETTE DECKS 
RS BX808K ....................... £POA 
RS BX747K ....................... £POA 
RS BX646K ....................... £POA 
RS BX404K ....................... £POA 
RS TR777K ....................... £POA 
RS TR515K ....................... £POA 

13Z Balham High Road, Balham, London SW1Z. Tel: 081· 673 3398. Fax: 081-673 3068 

� 
Z64 Lavender Hill, London SW11. Tel: 071·ZZ8 31%3 or 081-675 0048 _... 

l!iii!!l 385 North End Road, London SW6. Tel: 071·381 0706 � 

CD PLAYERS 
SLPG 340 .......................... £POA 
SLPG 440 .......................... £POA 
SLPG 520 .......................... £POA 
SLPS 620 ........................... £POA 
SLPS 700 ........................... £POA 
SLPS 900 ........................... £POA 

KENWOOD 
MINI HIFI 
UD 301 ............................... £POA 
UD 501 ............................... £POA 
UD 551 M ........................... £POA 
UD 701 ............................... £POA 
UD 751 M ........................... £POA 
UD 901 M ........................... £POA 

MIDI SYSTEMS 
M 26 ................................... £POA 
M 47G ................................ £POA 
M 56G ................................ £POA 
M 76G ................................ £POA 
M 97G ................................ £POA 
CM 5ES ............................. £POA 
CM 7ES ............................. £POA 
SW 900 .............................. £POA 
CS 6 ................................... £POA 

NAD 
AMPLIFIERS 
302 ..................................... £POA 
304 ..................................... £POA 
306 ..................................... £POA 

CD PLAYERS 
502 ..................................... £POA 
505 ..................................... £POA 



Model 

Marantz t010 

Marantz 1020 

Nakamichi S'space 7 

Panasonic SC-CH33Z 

Panasonic SC-DH30 
Panasonic SC-CH1 t 
Panasonic SC-CH150 
Pllilips FD920 
Philips FS380 
Philips FW370 

Philips FW21 

Philips AS44CO 
Philips AS540CD 

Philips FW41 

Philips AS640CD 

Pioneer N-25 

Pioneer N-50W 
Pioneer N-70W 
Pioneer J-200 
Pioneer N-70W/M 
Pioneer N-1 OOW 
Pioneer N-1 OOW/M 
Pioneer J-300 
Pioneer J-400M 
Pioneer lmpresso-3 
Pioneer J-500 
Pioneer J-500M 

Pioneer J-V6oo 
Pioneer lmpresso-7 
P1oneer J-700 

Pioneer J-V600LD 
Sanyo DC 010 
Sanyo OC-015 
Sanyo DC-040 
Sanyo MSI 
Sanyo SYS 220 
Sanyo SYS915 
Samsung MAX335 

Samsung MAX370 

Samsung SCM6550 

Samsung SCM81 00 
Samsung SCM8300 

Samsung SCM91 00 

Sansui MC-S7 

Sansui MCX750 

Sansui MCX950 

Sansui MS3900 
Sansui MS6901 

Sharp CMS-A400COX 
Sharp System CD t 70E 

Sharp System-C5300E 
Sharp System-CD150E 
Sharp System-CD450E 

Sharp System-08E 

Sharp System-S360E 

Sharp System-S370E 

Sony Compact 1 08CD 

Sony Compact 1 09CD 

Sony Compact 159CD 
Sony Compact 209CD 
Sony Compact 259CD 
Sony Compact 359CD 
Sony Compact 559CD 
Sony Compact 759CD 
Sony MHC 2800CO 
Sony MHC 3800CD 

Sony MHC 51 OCD 
§Qily MHC 71 OCD 

Sony MHC �"··��.- - • 
Sony MHC C70CD 
Technics CD-X120 
Technics CD-X320 
Technics CD-X520 

Technics SC-CH404 
Technics SC·CH550 

Technics SC·CH650 

Key to systems 
Price . typical retail, to nearest pound. 
Sources· CD· compact disc, R ·radio 
tuner, Tu. turntable, T ·cassette tape, 
V· video signal routing {composite and/or 

S-Video). 
Power· output power in watts, per 
channel, RMS. 

900 CD,A.2T 

1000 CD,A.2T 

1495 CD,R 
370 CD,R,2T 

250 CD,R,2T 

300 CD,R.2T 
430 CD,A,T, 
999 CD,R.DCC 

1000 CD,A.DCC 
900 CD,R.DCC 
999 
300 

329 CD.R,2T 
379 CD.R.2T 

400 CD.A.2T 

429 CD.A.2T 

299 CD,R 2T 
349 CD.R.2T 
399 CD,R.2T 
399 CD,R 2T 
449 CD,R 2T 
499 CD,R.2T 
549 CD,R.2T 
549 CD,R 2T 

649 CD,R 2T 
749 CD,R.T 
779 CD.A 2T 

829 CD,A 2T 
879 CD,A 2T 

899 CD.A.T 
999 CD,R.2T 

1199 CD,R.2T 
300 CD,A,2T 
350 CO,R2T 
400 CD,R,2T 
300 CD,R.T 
300 CD,R,2T 
430 CD,R.2T 

230 CD.R.2T 
300 CD.R.2T 

230 CD.R.Tu.2T 

300 CD,R.Tu,2T 

350 CD.R.Tu.2T 

430 CD.R.Tu.2T 

700 CD.R 2T 
1100 CD.R.2T 

1400 CD,A 2T 
400 CD,A.2T 
420 CD.A.2T 
300 CD R.2T 
280 CD.A.T u,2T 
450 CD,R.2T 

260 CD,A.Tu.2T 
370 CD A,2T 

330 CD.RT 

230 CD.R2T 
270 CD.R.2T 

250 CD.R.Tu,2T 
400 CD R.Tu.2T 

450 CD.R,T u.2T 
500 CD A .Tu 2T 
550 CO.R.Tu.2T 
600 CD,R,T u.2T 
750 CO,R.Tu.2T 

1100 CD.R.Tu.2T 
550 CD.T.T u.3T 
750 CD.T.Tu.3T 

380 CD.TTu.3T 
450 CD,T,Tu,3T 
500 CD.T Tu.3T 
600 CD.T Tu.3T 
700 CD,R.2T 
BOO CD.R,Tu,2T 
900 CD.R.Tu,2T 
500 CD.R,Tu,2T 
580 CD,R,2T 
650 CD.R.2T 

45 

45 

40 
30 

20 
20 
43 
100 
75 

40 

30 

30 

20 

50 
70 
t1 
70 
100 
100 

40 
50 

35 

65 

65 

65 

45 

115 

65 
15 
15 
30 
25 
15 

30 
10 
20 

42,77,31 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
18,25,28 
44,50,30 
44,50 30 
36,50,35 

36,38,29 
36,398.29 

26,30,25 

36,38,29 
N/A 

NIA 
NIA 
NIA 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

27,36,32 
27,36,32 
27,36.32 
22,21,22 
36,36.37 
36,43,36 

25,32.26 
25,32,24 

35,33,29 

36,37,29 

36,37,29 

36,47,29 

NIA 
N/A 

N/A 
18,26,21 
18,28.34 
27,32,39 
36,40,36 
26,32,25 
36,48,36 

27,32,25 

15,19,26 

27,32,33 

27,32.33 
35,48,34 

35.48.34 

35,55.39 
35,55,33 
35,55,38 
35,55,38 
35,58.38 
35.71.38 
22,35,27 
22,39,28 
22,28,26 

22,28,26 
22,33,32 
22,39.31 
36,41.32 

Size· main unit dimensions -width x 

height x depth in cm. 

Products highlighted in red have been 
tested in HI-FI Choice. Please refer to 
The Directory on page 123 for full test 
results. 

Motorised Front Panel 

Multi·CD, aux & ta e input 

51 cm wide, including speakers 
Full size separates 
DCC midi 
DCC midi 

Five disc CD 

Double cassette, three-disc CD 

One touch Karaoke, smart timer 
Double auto-reverse cassette, Dolby B/C 
Mic mixing, five band equaliser/spectrum display 
Multi-play version of N-70W 
Double auto-reverse cassette, Dolby Surround 
Multi-play vers1on of N-1 OOW 
Single play CD with Smart tumer, 36 presets 
Six-disc multiplay, Dolby Surround, Stereowide 
Separate components, CD with Stable Platter 
Dolby Surround, seven band equaliser 
Six-disc multiplay version of J-500 

Dolbl'.fro Logic NV system, Movie Mode 

�presso 3, with ADS tuner and �g� Link 
CD with Stable Platter mechanism 

Includes PAUNTSC LaserDisc jl@yer 

1 0 disc CD �yer 
1 0 disc CD player 

Four -disc CD �yer 
Mini, remote control 

Mini, remote control 
Midi!_ remote control 

Midi, remote control 

Midi, five band equaliser, Five-disc CD 
Midi, remote control 

Three-disc CD player 
Five-disc multi CD 
Remote control, auto-reverse 
Six-disc multi CD 
30 tuner presets 

Dolby NR 

Ultra compact 

Remote control 
Five band equaliser 

Full remote 
Five-disc CD 
Five-disc CO, electronic EO 
Five·disc CD.�arate components 
Five-disc CD, Dolby Pro Logic 
With MiniOisc, two compone.Ql_§ystem 
With MiniDisc, UK sound 
Full remote 
Electronic EO 
With Mini Disc, five-disc CD 
With Mini Disc, five-disc CD 
Midi, including speakers 

I i 

Meridian 504 

M1chi RHT -1 0 

MiSSIOn Cyrus FM? 

Mus Fid FT 

Mus Fid T1 MK 11 

NAD Monitor 41 00 

Na�m AUdiO NAT02 

Naim Audio NAT03 
Onix BWDI 
Phi lips FT930 
Pioneer F-202L 
Pioneer F-301 ADS 
Pioneer F-502ADS 
Pioneer F-502AOS-G 

Pioneer F401 L 

San sui TU· X317 
San sui TU-X5 1 9 
Sherwood TD1120 
Sherwood TXI 01 OC 

Sony STS211 LB 
Sony STS311 LB 
Sony STS505ES 

Technics ST·610L 
Technics ST-G70L 

T echmcs ST -GT550L 

Key to tuners 
Price ·typical retail, to nearest pound. 
Bands -FM - VHF, stereo and hi-li 
capable, M · Medium wave, low quality, 
mono, L · Long Wave, low quality, mono, 
N · Nicam digital TV stereo sound. 
Presets· total number of presets on all 
bands. 

100 FM,M,L 

90 FM,M,L 

130 FM.M,L 
170 FM,M,L 

FM,M,L 

595 
1350 FM 

895 FM 

400 FM 

899 FM 

299 FM 

420 N/A 
160 FM.M,L 

130 FM,M,L 
200 FM,M 
250 FM.M 
260 FM,M 

180 FM,M,L 

36 

36 
59 
59 
59 

16 

29 

20 

40 
36 
36 
40 
40 

36 

N/A 

N/A 

44,8,30 

44,8,30 
36,8.28 

RDS ·Radio Data System, which provides 
station lOs and sometimes other data on 
the FM waveband. 
Size -width x height x depth in cm. 

Products highlighted in red have been 
tested in HI-FI Choice. Please refer to 
The Directory on page 123 for full test 
results. 

Namable inputs, gain switch� remote 

ADS text & clock� remote 

Radio text, remote 

Autoseek! mono switching 

Station naming 
ADS EON, 'Autobetical' select 



The truth, 

the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth 

so help me DPA! 
lt is a truth universally acknowledged, that clarity of sound allows true involvement with music. 

Recognised Hi-Fi critics throughout the world have consistently praised DPA's products for their unrivalled clarity and transparency of 
sound reproduction. This inevitably leads to more profound musical experiences. 

After years of development, the 200S pre and power amplifiers have been perfected. The amplifiers share the technology that has 
so inspired reviewer's praise in the past. The 200S combination at £1.250 gives state of the art performance at a reasonable price. 

If yoc uove mc.icol teeth. contact DPA •o we con help.q:x:, 

DPA Digital Ltd., Unit 7, Willowbrook Tech. Units, Crickhowell Rd., St. Mellons, Cardiff CF3 OEI Tel (0222) 795621 Fax (0222) 794267 



1860 
170 

Anston Pro-t200 t60 
Audiomeca J 1 2500 
Audiomeca J t /SL5 4250 
Audiomeca Romance t675 
B&O 7000 505 
Basis Debut Gold Std 6950 
Basis Debut Gold Std 8350 
Basis Ovat1on 4750 
DNM Rota 1 2850 
DNM Rota 2 4000 

230 
85 

175 
Moth Turntable t99 
N'ham Graphic 1200 
N'ham HyperSpacedeck t200 
N'ham Illusion 600 
N'ham Mentor 2200 
N'ham Mentor Rei 4800 
N'ham Spacedeck 600 
NAD 5t20 ttO 
Origin Live Oasis-S 899 

495 
695 

Roksan TMS 2500 
Sansui SR-21tG Mkll t80 
Sherwood PFt470 90 
Sherwood PS1870 70 
SME Model 20 2683 
SME Model 20A 3763 
SME Model 30 
SME Model 30A 

Key to turntables. 
Price -typical retail, to nearest pound. 
Speeds • 33, 45 and/or 78 revolutions per 
minute. 
Type -A- Auto, that is, automatic play 
initiation, and arm return at end of side. 
S • Semi, arm lift or arm return at end of 
side. M -Manual. 
Size-width x height x depth in cm. 

33/45 M 
33/45 M N/A 
33/45 M N/A 
33/45 M 50, 40, 20 
33/45 M 50, 40, 20 
33/45 M N/A 
33/45 Auto 42,8,33 
33 M NIA 
33 M NIA 
33 M NIA 
33145 M 59,14,37 
33145 M 59,t4,37 
33145 s 44, 15.37 

s 36, 36. 9 

33145 M NIA 
33145 M NIA 
33145 M NIA 
33145 M NIA 
33145 M NIA 
33145 M NIA 
33145 M NIA 
33 45 M NIA 
33145 NIA 
33 M NIA 

33145 M 42, t1, 32 
33.45 s 42,tt ,32 
33/45 M 46. t2, 35 
33/45 M 46, t2, 35 
33/45 M 46, t7.36 

33145 
33145 M 
33145 M 
33145 A 43, 9, 33 
33145 A NIA 
33145 s N/A 
33/45 M 42,16,32 
33/45 M 42,15,32 

M 45,22 35 
M 45,22,35 
s 43,10,36 
A 

Special -Cartridge and/or arm included 
etc. 

Products highlighted in red have been 
tested in HI-FI Cholcs. Please refer to 
The Directory on page 123 for full test 
results. 

Motor unit 
Budget turntable 
Semi-pro disco deck 
Top of the range model 
With parallel tracking arm 
With Romeo unipivot arm 
lnc MMC2 cartridge_,_ RIM preamp 
Belt drive, high mass, four point suspension 
Includes suction platter 
Acrylic base, four point suspension 
Includes arm and cartridge 
Includes arm and cartridge 
Turntable inc 
Midi-sized turntable 

Split-plinth design 
Graphite bearing & platler 
Turntable 
Turntable 
751b alloy or graphite platler 
t501b platler, graphite top 
Turntable 
Includes arm 
Suspended turntable 

Semi-auto version of Pro-ject 1 
Turntable 
With Ortofon MC t cartridge 
Suspended turntable 

Budget turntable with arm 
Budget turntable with arm 
Budget turntable with arm 
Precision turntable 
As above, with SME Series V arm 
Flagship turntable 
As above, with SME Series V arm 
Player, with MM cartridge 
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VPI HW-t9Mk41PLC 
VPI TNT Jun1or 3795 
VPI TNT Series 3 6500 
Virtual Reality Aciore t99 
Virtual Reality Etile 299 
Virtual Reality Lexe 899 
Wilson Benesch t550 

250 
NIA 

B&O MMC2 NIA 
B&O MMC3 NIA 
B&O MMC4 NIA 
B&O MMC5 NIA 
Benz-Micro MC-3i 850 
Benz-Micro The Glider 550 

Key to turntables. 
Price -typical retail, to nearest pound. 
Speeds-33, 45 and/or 78 revolutions per 
minute. 
Type- A-Auto, that is, automatic play 
initiation, and arm return at end of side. 
S- Semi, arm lift or arm return at end of 
side. M -Manual. 
Size-width x height x depth in cm. 

33145 M NIA 
33145 M NIA 

MC cartridge 
MC cartndge 
MC cartndge 

33145 M NIA 

Special -Cartridge and/or arm included 
etc. 

Products highlighted in red have been 
tested in HI-FI Cholc11. Please refer to 
The Directory on page 123 for full test 
results. 

Unique platler and drive 
-----

MC, boron tube cantilever 
MC, high output, line contact 
MM, Contack Line stylus 
MM, Contact Line stylus 
MM, elliptical diamond 
MM, elliptical diamond 
MM, elliptical diamond 
MC, 0.35mV output 
MC,_ t mV output 
MC, 0.4mV output 
MC, 0.9mV output 
MC, 0.35mV output 
MC, 0.3mV output 
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Grado ZCE+ 1 37 

Grado ZF1 + 82 

Grado ZTE+ 1 27 

Krseki Blackheart 1995 

Kiseki Blue GS 499 

Kiseki Laprs LaZUii 5000 

KrsekJ PHS 899 

Kiseki Purpleheart 749 

Koetsu Red K Srg 1998 

Koetsu Red T 1550 

Koetsu The Signature 3218 

Koetsu Urushi 2200 

Linn Arkiv 998 

LinnK18�1 197 

N'ham Tracer I 

N'ham Tracer 11 175 

N'ham Tracer Ill 350 

N'ham Tracer IV 550 

Nagaoka MP-11 24 

Nagaoka TS 11 70 

Nagaoka TS 12 Boron 80 

Ortolon 510 32 

Ortofon MC7500 2000 

Ortolon Nrght Club 32 

Ortofon Nrght Club 37 

Ortolon OM-5E 16 

Ortofon OM Pro S 21 

Ortolon OM1 0 Super 25 

Ortofon OM20 Super 60 

Onofon OM30 Super 80 

Ortofon OM3E!S 20 

Key to cartridges. 
Price -typical retail, to nearest pound. 

Type-MM -moving magnet (output typi­
cally 1 mvtcm/sec), MC - moving coil (out­
put typically 0.1 mV/cmisec). 
Output-in mvtcm/sec 
lnt. stylus - Y for removable/replaceable 
styli and N for fixed styli. 
Fit-N for normal half inch mountings, T 
forT4P plug in types. 

MC 0 3  11 

MC 04 8 

MC 04 

MC 04 

MC 0.4 11 

I. lm:w; 

Products highlighted in red have been 
tested in Hi·Fi Choice. Please refer to 

The Directory on page 123 for full test 
results. 

i 

Moving flux, high output 

Moving flux, high output 

i flux�gh output 

Moving flux, high output 

Moving flux, high output 

Moving flux,_ high ou ut 

Moving flux, high output 

Movi!'_g flu�h output 

Gemstone body 

Selected, re-tuned Red T 

High-ou!Qut MC 

Rosewood bodied MC 

Metal alloy bodied MC 

MC,_three point mount, machined_bod 

MM, metal body 

I 

As Aurora, sapphire cantilever 

MM cartridge 

MM cartridge 

MM cartridge 

MM cartndge 
-- ---

MM, elliptical stylus 

MM, line contact__§ty�_ 

As MP-11 ,_with boron cantilever 

MM cartridge 

i 
751h Annivers�MC 

MM�cal s))'lus 

MM, el�l stylus 

MM cartridge 

Budge1 MM disco cartridg� 

MM,elliQ!i§lstylus 

MM cartridge 

MM, fine line stylus 

MM, with headshell 

MM, wi1h headshell 

Prckering T-E 

Prckering TE-3-S 80 

Prckering TE-15 17 

Prckering TL 2-S 55_ 

Prckering TL-4-S 100 

Prckering TL-E 35 

Prckering TL-2E 45 

Prckering TL-3003 145 

Pickering TL-4004 165 

Prckering TLZ -7500-S 195 

Prckering TLZ-7500 225 

Pickering V15-DJ 28 

Prckering VE-15 25 

Pickering XEV-3001 E 95 

Prckering XLZ-3500 95 

Prckerrng XLZ-4500 145 

Pickering XSV-5000U 225 

Prckerrng XV15-150-DJ 45 

Prckeflng XV15-350C 40 

Pickerrng XV15-625E 50 

Prckering XV15-625DJ 60 

Prckenng XV15-757S 60 

Pickering XV15-1800S 70 

78 

Shure M104E 

Shure M110HE 

Shure M44-7 

Shure M44C 

Shure M44G 

Shure M55E 

Shure M92E 

Shure ME70B 

Stanton 500EL 

Stanton 680ALIX 50 

Stanton 680ELIX 56 

Stanton 680SLIX 78 

Stanton 890ALIX 82 

Sumrko Black Pearl 50 

Sumiko Blue Point 100 

Sumiko BPS 250 

Sumrko 0 ter 30 

Sumiko Pearl 70 

Transfiguration AF-2 995 

T ransfrguratron AF-1 t595 

van den Hul DDT-11 675 

vdH Grasshop_per Ill CHN 3500 

vdH Grasshopper Ill CMN 2950 
3200 

3200 

Key to cartridges. 
Price-typical retail, to nearest pound. 

Type - MM -moving magnet (output typi­
cally 1 mV/cm/sec), MC- moving coil (out­
put typically 0.1 mV/cm/sec). 
Output· in mV/cm/sec 
lnt. stylus · Y for removable/replaceable 
styli and N for fixed styli. 
Fit-N for normal half inch mountings, T 
for T4P plug in types. 

, : . ;.; 

Weight· in grams. 

Products highlighted in red have been 
tested in HI·FI Choice. Please refer to 

The Directory on page 123 for full test 
results. 

T 4P MM cartridge 
T 4P MM cartridge 

MM cartridge 

MM, line contact_£tylus 

T 4P MM cartridge 

T 4P MM cartridge 

T4P MM cartridge 

T 4P MM cartridge 

T 4P MM cartridge 

T 4P MM cartridge 

Hybrid MM 

Disco MM 

MM cartridge 

MM" elliptical stylus 

Hybrid MM 

Hybrid MM 

High output MM 

Professional MM cartridge 

MM, conical stylus 

MM cartridge 

Broadcast MM cartridge 

M Me. line contact ®-Ius 

MM, line contact stylus 

MM for 78s 

Low out� C. fixed stylus 

MM, elliptical sl)'lus 

MM� elliptical stylus 

Professional MM, �herical s)Yius 

Professional MM, spherical__§tylus 

Professional MM, spherical stylus 

Professional MM�herical stylus 

MM,elliptical stylus 

MM,_conical stylus 

MM, elliptical stylus 

i 

MM, spherical §!)!Ius 

MM, elliptical stylus 

MM� spherical stylus 

MM, elliptical s)Yius 

MM cartridge 

Professional MM cartridge 

MM cartridge 

High out!'_Ut MC 

Nude ®-Ius variant of above 

MM cartridge 

MM cartrid� 
-----

MC asAF-1 

MC, transformer & preamp 

MC, silver coils 

MC high output, neodynium magnet 

MC medium � neodynium magnet 
I 



Key to tonearms Special • characteristics of the arm. 
�;ig;: ���f:�J�:�t�b���id��1�;xu.nd f:�dc�� �?-���%;�� PT�a�:vr������ ��=�����?;��id�����be, H · inter· The Directory on page 123 for full test Base type • S • SME fit, L • Unn/Aiphason results. fit, P · proprietary fit. Effective length · from pivot point to headshell in millimetres. Weight range· the range of cartridge masses that the arm can accept in grams. 

I: i ;! 
.. 

!C iil 
::1. i i i&' " 

Model !il " 'fil Special 

Air Tangent tOS 8000 Air·bearing 
Air Tangent Rei. Signatur tOOOO Remote version of above 

490 Superior quality bearing 
Alphason HRtOOS MCS 550 vdH silver, toe_bearings 
Alphason Xenon 286 1-piece titanium armtube 
Alphason Xenon MCS 370 vdH silver wiring 
Aud1omeca SL5 1999 Parallel tracking 
Oecca Ll Arm 49 212 5-t2 Damped 
Decca LIR Arm 99 212 5-t2 Rewired version of U 

ONM Yota 700 Solid core wired 
Graham Tone arm 2550 SME base 
Dynavector 507 1400 Biaxial design 
Helius Cyalene 2 1395 254 Silver wired, pivoted 
Hellus Onon 3 SI Copper 395 254 
Hell us Orion 3 S 1 Silver 515 254 
Hellus Onon 3 S2 Copper 575 254 Si-metal tube 
Helius Orion 3 S2 Silver 695 254 Si-metal tube 
Kuzma Stogi 600 Effective mass 13gm 
Kuzma Stogi Rei 1000 Effective mass 12.5gm 
Linn Ekos 1297 Proprietary armbase 
Manticore Magician 650 9 inch armtube, polished finish 
Manticore Magrcian 720 12_ inch armtube, polished finish 
Manticore Musician 320 

95 Rebadged Rega RB250 
Moth Mk Ill 146 Rebadged Rega RS300 
N'ham Alien Arm 1200 Graphite tube, unieivot 
N'ham Mentor Arm 750 Optional silver wiring, unipivot 
N'ham Space Arm 350 Optional silver wiring, unipivot 
Naim Audio ARO 794 Unipivot 
Rega RS250 95 Scaled down RS300 

139 Pivoted arm 
Roksan Artemiz 690 Flagship arm 
Roksan T abriz Zl 330 'lntellllgent' counterweight 
SME 3009 Ser ll lmp 255 231 3-7 Fixed headshell, low mass 
SME 3009 S2 Ser ll lmp 278 231 3-8 Detachable headshell, medium mass 

568 232 6-17 Ser V derivative with detach h'shell 
SME Series 300-310 581 238 6-17 I 0 inch (nom) version of 300-309 
SME Series 300-312 661 308 5-14 12 inch 1nom) version ol300-309 
SME Series 11 3009-R 424 233 0-28 Heavier version of Ser 11 S2 Imp 
SME Series 11 301 0-R 434 239 0-25 Detachable headshell, 10 inch nom 
SME Senes 11 3012-R 466 H 308 0-25 Detachable headshell, 12 inch nom 
SME Series Ill 320 A 233 0-13 Ultra·low mass for hi-compliance carts 
SME Series IllS 230 A 233 0·12 Economy version of Series Ill 
SME Series IV 827 233 5-16 Economy version of Series V 

1232 s 233 0-14 Flagship model 
Townshend Excalibur 799 220 3-14 Oulrigg_E!f_ headshell dampi2Q_ 
Wheaton Tri-Pianar 4 2750 With terminal box 
Wheaton Tri-Pianar 4C 3000 As above with Cardas cable 
Wilson Senesch ACTl 975 Carbon-fibre armtube, unipivot 
Zeta 469 Pivoted 
Zeta 555 As above, vdH wired 

T
he information con­
tained in the Hi-Fi 
Choice Buyer's Guide 

is supplied either by manu­
facturers or by distributors. 
Each month we contact all 
companies to ensure that 
the data is as accurate and 
up-to-date as possible. 
However, prices and speci­
fications are subject to 
change due to circum­
stances beyond our con­
trol. 
Please let us know if you 
spot any ommissions or 
errors in the Buyer's Guide. 

450 lnt 60 MM,MC, 1T,3T N 45,8,36 PreouVmain in 

No"" you can cut 
the cost of your 
CD buying by as 
ntuch as SO% 
from Bill Wilson's 

Buy your CD1 s the easy way and 
save EEE1s at the same time. 

Save as much as 50% off a wide and constantly 
updated range of new release and highly 
recommended CD's. 

PLUS COLLECTORS CHOICE 
In addition, we can obtain virtually any CD available 
in the U Kat greatly discounted prices. 
lt's just part of the WSL CD service which includes ... 
• A unique library 'try before you buy' service. 
• The CD Index- the only book that tells you all you 

want to know about CDs. 

If you want the kind of service no 
other CD club can offer you, contact 
me now forfull details of t he Wilson 
Stereo library CD service - I'll 
reply personally and make you a 
very special offer of membership. 

OK Bill Wilson! Tell me about the WSL CD Service and the 
benefits I can get from it. Without obligation. 
(I enclose two first class stamps for speedy reply). 

Name: __________________ ______________ _ 

Add<e" 

• 
Postcode: ______________ _ Established 1962 

� To: Bill Wilson Wilson Stereo library PO Box 32 
;a St. leonards-on-Sea East Suss>·:x TN38 OUZ 
� 
:: Telephone: (0424) 718254 Fax: (0424) 718262 



MUSICAL IMAGES MUSICAL IMAGES 
45 HIGH STREET 

HOUNSLOW 

MIDDLESEX TW3 1RH 
TEL: (081) 569 5802 
FAX: (08 1) 569 6353 

173 STATION ROAD 

EDGWARE 

MIDDLESEX HAS 7 JX 

TEL: (081) 952 5535 

FAX :  (081) 951 5864 

MAIN DEALERS FOR: 
ACOUSTIC ENERGY 
ADC OM 
AIWA 
AKA I 
AKG 
ALCI·IEMIST (KRAKEN) 
ALPHASON 
ARCAM 
AUDIO ALCHEMY 
AUDIO INNOVATIONS 
AUDIOQUEST 
AUDIO TECHNIC/\ 
AURA 
B &W 
BANBRIDGE ACCESSORIES 
BANG & 0LUFSEN 
BEYER DYNAMIC 
BosE 
BOSTON 
CABLE TALK 
CANON 
CASTL& 
COl SOFTWARE 
CELESTION 
CERWIN VEGA 
CHORD 
CREEK 
CYRUS 
DPA 
0ENON 
DUAL 
FOSGATE 
GEMINI/KAivl 
GOLDRING 
1-IARMAN KARDON 
HECO 
HEYBROOK 
INFINITY 
lxos 
]AMO 
JBL 
JPW 
]VC 
KEF 
KENWOOD 
LASER DISCS 
MACINTOSH 
MARANTZ 
MAXELL 
MICHELL 

WHY WAIT, BUY NOW WITH 
MUSICAL IMAGES SPECIAL 
1. Decide what you want to buy 
2. Decide what you want to pay 
per month 
3. Ask if it can be done on 

INTEREST 0% APR INTEREST FREE CREDIT 
FREE CREDIT 

ANYWHERE IN UK ASK FOR 
iJ (081) 569 5802 DETAILS 

l1.,·:;r ;Y,;\'tJ 
HOME 
ClNIIMA 
SPECW,.ISTS 

IJ.SER Discs 
NOW IN STOCK 

D_E_N_O_N---� �!c�l�e������� 1---D_E_N_O_ N 
PMA 450 AMPLIFIER TU 260L TUNER 

..,....,-. 

c 

HiFi Choice Best Buy 

DRS 810 CASSETTE DECK 

�-

�· I : .. ' 
. ····-··· ::::::=:------

1 ' -
'··· 

FBA Award Winner 

Lifestyle Design 

DE NON 
A/V AMP AVC 1530 
• What Cinema Sound 

Award Winner '94 

• Home Entertainment 

Best Buy 

I =':-"-� ---� ��� 

��:.::::....:..:���---- ---�---

� � 

FBA Award Winner 
HiFi Choice Best Buy 

DCD 890 CD PLAYER 

***** What HiFi 

MAIN DEALERS FOR: 
MICROMEGA 

MISSION 

MITSUBISHI 

MONITOR AUDIO 

MONSTER 

MOI<DAUNT ·SHORT 

NAD 

NAKAMICHI 

NINTENDO 

0RELLE 

0RTOFON 

PANASONIC 

PHI LIPS 

PINK TRIANGLE 

PION EEl� 
P01 K 

PROJFCT TUilN I AB II 
Q ED  

QUAD 

REL 

ROGERS 

ROKSAN 

ROTEL 

ROYD 

RUARK 

5COTCH/3M 

SEGA 

5ENNHEISER 

SHURE 

SME 

SONY 

SOUNDSTYLF 

5PENDOI� 

5TAX 

5YSTEMDEK 

T ANNOY PRESTIGE 

TARGET 

TEAC 

TECHNICS 

TDK 

THORENS 

TOSHIBA 

VAN DEN HUL 

WHARFEDALE 

YAMAHA 

AND MANY MORE 

E. & O.E. 



The original and best review based hi-li guide 

This is the legendary Directory, the second part of the new look H i-Fi Choice Buyer's 

Guide, based entirely on comprehensive technical and subjective reviews. Each entry carries 

the weight of our exhaustive test procedures and should be read in conJunction with the prices 

and specifications given in our index starting on page 87. 

The Hi-Fi Clwice Directo1y was 

conceived as a reference guide 

to all the audio products 

reviewed by Choice that are 

currently available. The prod­

ucts are split into categories, 

each with its own introduction 

containing information about 

the product type and its appli­

cations. They are particularly 

relevant to the uninitiated first 

time buyer and help sort out 

the order of priori ties when 

buying a piece of equipment. 

Each product along with its 

current retail price is placed in 

its respective category in alpha­

betical order. The prices of the 

products are updated on a reg­

ular basis, although it should 

be noted that our value ratings 

are based on the product's 

price at the time of review. 

SOund quality 
This column contains the rat­

ings for the standard achieved 

in our listening tests. The sound 

quality ratings range from Poor 

to Excellent. Their meaning and 

order are as follows: 

P Poor 

A· Average-

A Average 
A+ Average+ 

G- Good-
G Good 
G+. 
VG 
E 

Good+ 
Very Good 
Excellent 

With P being the worst and E 

the best rating within a section. 

One i m portant point to 

remember is that these cannot 

be used to compare products 

from different categories. For 

example, a cassette deck rated 

Excellent in sound quality will 

not usually offer the same stan­
dard of fidelity as a similarly 
rated turntable or CD player. 

How to use this guide 
Perhaps the most influential symbols in the Directory are the little red 

triangles .A. found in the value column at the beginning of each entry 

where appropriate. 

Products that make the grade are awarded the Best Buy or 

Recommended accolade . 

.A. .A. A product carrying the Best Buy swingtag is of excellent quality and 

good value for money in its price category . 

.A. Recommended products are runners up, but still definitely worth 

considering within their price bands. 

Please note however, that an expensive Recommended product will 

nearly always sound better than an inexpensive Best Buy. An ideal situation 

would be to choose suitably priced .A. .A. Best Buy or 

.A. Recommended products from relevant categories and create a Best 

Buy system. But, due to the variety in tonal balance that exists in much 

audio equipment, and differences in taste, system building is unfortunately 

not that simple. These ratings make a useful guideline for shortlisting 

components, but only experiencing the actual combination will tell you 

whether it works for you. 

Finding that component 
Before you shop, follow our top eight tips for better buying: 

I. Check out the components' recommended retail prices in the Directory. 

2. Find out as much as you can about the products you want by reading 

Hi-Fi Choice's reviews and lab tests. 

3. Visit local dealers that stock some of the brands you want to hear and 

try to find one that seems sympathetic to your needs. 

4. Don't discount a dealer's suggestions just because the products don't 

have rave reviews. 

5. Take your own software (records. CDs, tapes) along for a demonstra­

tion of the equipment that the dealer recommends. 

6. Listen at the sort of volume you would normally use at home -

systems often sound more impressive when played loud. 

7. If you are unsure about something or want to hear an alternative, just 

ask. 

8. Audition a system for a reasonable amount of time, say three quarters 

of an hour or so, before making a decision. 

Unless you have first genera­

tion masters of course. 

Comments 
The Comments column con­
tains a potted summary based 
on the original review, em.pha-

sising the salient points of a 

product's character and sonic 

performance. The space avail-

able doesn't allow for great 
detail but we have attempted to 
put across the essence of the 

review. Obviously, important 

information on compatibility or 

auxiliary equipment used in the 

test cannot be included, and we 

would advise you to refer to the 

original review for this. 

Please note that these com­

ments are those of our own 

reviewers and not, as is the case 

with some magazines, those of 

the manufacturer. 

Features 

Product features are shown 

with a combination of figures 

and blob charts. with headings 

at the top of each column indi­

cating the appropriate catego­

ry, a blob indicating the exis­
tence of a particular feature. 

There are different headings 

for each section and the more 

complicated categories are 

explained in the individual 

introductions. Where figures 

are used the unit of measure­

ment is shown in the heading. 

Back issues 
The final column contains a 

reference to the issue of Hi-Fi 
Choice which featured the com­

plete review. 

Index 
Amplifiers 125 

AV amplifiers 126 

Cables 127 

Cassette decks 132 

CD players 133 

CD transports 135 

DACs 135 

DAT players 137 

Headphones 137 

Loudspeakers 139 

Stack systems 145 

Tuners 147 

Turntables - Cartridges 147 

Turntables - Integrated 151 

Motor units 151 

Tonearms 151 

Hi-Fi Choice June 1994 123 



The new Audiolab 8000CDM Compact Disc Transport 

The Audiolab pmduct range: 

8000A Integrated Amplifier 

8000C Pre-amplifier 

8000PPA Phono Prc-amplifier 

8000P Stereo Power Amplifier 

8000T FM/ AM Tuner 

8000M Monobloc Power Amplifier 

8000DAC Digital-analogue Convertor 

SOOOCDM Compact Disc Transport 

�AUDIOLAB 

Cambridge Systems Technology limited, Spitfire Close, Ermine Business Park, Huntingdon, Cambs. PE 18 6XY. Tel 0480 52521 



Amplifiers 

Amplifiers 

T
he amplifier sits at the heart of the system, 
processing the outputs from all the various 
music sources as necessary and then dri­

ving the loudspeakers. These two (quite separate) 
functions are integrated into a single box at the 

low-to-middle price points; separated pre- and 

power amplif1ers, even separate power supplies. 
become increas1ngly common as one moves 

upmarket. At the upper end of the specialist mar­
ket, valve amplifiers provide a popular alternative 

to the transistor types amongst enthusiasts. 
There is a substantial difference between spe­

cialist (sound quality oriented) amplifiers and the 
consumer electronics style models. The fonmer 

THE DIRECTORY 

are bleakly simple, avoiding all unnecessary fea­
tures to provide the most direct signal path in 
the interests of best sound quality. The latter 
range from models with just bas1c tone controls 

and tape recorder switching, to those with elabo­
rate faCilities such as graphic equalisers, remote 

control (includ1ng volume). surround sound 

opt1ons etc. etc. 

We 1nclude our measured power output 
(RMS, Bohm load, I channel driven)- but again, 

paradoxically, this doesn't necessarily correspond 
to the loudness capability of the amplifier, which 

has as much to do with the elegance of the over­
load characteristics within a given system (valve 

amplifiers invariably sound more powerful than 
their rat1ng would suggest). 

Apart from output the facilities l1sting shows 
how many line (that is inputs besides those for 

phono cartridges) inputs a product has and 

includes tape 1nputs. The MM and MC blobs indi­

cate which types of cartridge can be accomodat­

ed. Integrated, preamp and power amp indicate 

the type of amplifier reviewed, and 1n some 
instances that a pre/power combination has been 

tested. In such instances the price given is for 

both components. The remote control and head­
phone socket blobs indicate the existence of 
these facil1ties. 

Product £Price Comments 
Adcom GFP-55511/GFA-53511 850 A+ Techmcally proficient pre/power saddled with a slightly hard and unsympathetic sound. 94 6 . 124 

• Albarry AP4/S508 850 A- A disappointing sound from a pre/power amp that's hamstrung by a variety of technical oversights. Albarry has done better 46 116 

• Albarry PP1 430 G+ Available with or without various MM/MC options, the 'basic' PP1 has an attractively warm, earthy sound. 48 104 

Alchemist Kraken 310 A Class-A objet d'art that's far too sens1tive to RF interference. Can sound cold and fierce as a result. 54 5 116 

• Alchemist Kraken APD7/APD8 775 G A quirky Class A number with an equally warm and colourful sound. Hardly accurate but entertaining nonetheless. 49 124 

AMC CVT3030 529 A A well meaning and affordable attempt to mix transistors with valves, albeit one that only really shines with simple musical styles. 35 5 116 

• Arcam Alpha 6 300 VG A new MOSFET design with a subtle and melodic sound that takes a conservative view of powerful dynamics 68 6 . 129 

• Arcam Delta 11 OS/1 20.2 1070 VG Now in mkll guise this established combination has matured into a very articulate, powerful if dry-sounding amplifier. 109 . 124 

• Arcam Delta 290 450 VG Combines the dryness and restraint of Arcam's older models with a refreshing sense of detail, dynamics and musical colour 99 5 . 116 

• Art Audio Quintet 1156 VG Switchable triode/ultralinear output stage. In triode mode these are 15 of the sweetest watts around. Surprisingly gutsy 15/25 109 
-

Audio Innovations Series 200 850 G Turns in a fuller and more substantial performance via MM rather than CD. Otherwise its sound can seem slightly bleached. id 5 109 

• Audio Innovations Series 30011 500 G+ Under-powered and over-distorted yet capable of realising an open and captivatingly expressive sound. Sensitive speakers are a must 97 

• Audio Innovations Class1c 25 699 G+ Warm, cuddly and immensely musical kit amp that almost transcends 'hi-fi' with its sheer listenability 24 5 126 

• Audio Innovations Series 700 999 G+ Valve amp that can turn the roughest of digital sounds into music, both understated and graceful. Sensitive speakers are a must 24 5 116 

• Audio Note Oto SE 1500 VG Transparent, very dynamic, excellent clarity and subtlety with limited power make for a very clean sounding amp 9.5 3 126 

• Audio Note Ongaku 43125 E A single ended, zero negative feedback, lriode, line level integrated amp and a half. Probably the best amplifier in the wor1d' 27 6 Col 

• Audiogram MB1 500 G+ It'll successfully tackle the most difficult of speakers and still provide a very warm, rich and euphonic sound. 46 . 116 

• Audiolab 8000A 450 VG Recent updates have mainlained its competitiveness with a thoroughly refined, consistent and very disc1pl1ned sound. 80 . 129 

Audiolab 8000C/8000P 1100 G Very distinctive, almost stark neutrality thal will not appeal to all listeners. Good value engineering, nevertheless 157 97 

• Aura VA-1 00 Evolution 300 G+ Might overheat when driving insensitive, low-impedance speakers but was applauded for its sense of scale and drama via CD 81 . 109 

• Aura VA-50 250 VG Superficially similar to the cheaper VA-40 but with much more of the old MA-80's magic' Great sound from a slimline package 65 97 

• Beard Audio CA35/P35mkll 2390 VG Good build quality and finish and a characteristic valve sound make a first class amplifier capable of great musical enjoyment 35 63 

Beard CA506 1695 G+ A versatile valve preamp, the bass sounded lively if a touch softened, while the treble was detailed but lacked a little sparkle 50 

• Conrad-Johnson PV-1 OA 1250 E Fabulous preamplifier. Beautiful imaging, superb detail, plenty of gain on the phono stage; classy build quality too. 78 

• Conrad-Johnson Premier 7 11000 E The 'Seven is designed without compromise, and is clearly one of the finest (valve) preamplif1ers money can buy. Col 

• Denon PMA-250111 160 A- Pretty high resolution for the price. occasionally looses its grip but is generally engaging.and enjoyable 55 . 121 

•• Denon PMA-450 250 G+ Denon's latest integrated amp swept the board with its big, brassy if somewhat extravagant sound. 99 . 116 

• DPA Digilal DSP-200S/DPA-200S 1245 E The very dramatic but exceptionally detailed and transparent sound of this combination belies its modest power rating. 48 124 

• EAR 802/509mkll 4200 VG Exlremely well made and combining the sonic strengths of both transistors and valves this EAR combo warrants attention 100 63 

EMF Audio Sequel 349 G+ A fresh start for Mike Creek has resulted in the Sequel, a minimalist amp with a very refined but mildly restrained sound 47 . 109 
- -----

Exposure XX 625 A Line only integrated with good sense of timing but limited hf extension. Likely to be very system dependent. 43 121 

• Harman Kardon HK1400 400 G+ HK's first line-only amplifier exudes a relaxed but confident sound that is only troubled by the most dense of recordings. 52 129 

• Harman Kardon HK6250 280 G+ Heavily based on the cheaper HK6150, th1s version offers slightly more power with a similarly gutsy and expressive sound 51 . 116 

Harman Kardon HK6550 430 A- Follow up to 6500 is disappointing with grainy hf and limited depth. Quite powerful but ultimately not up to the mark 69 6 . 121 

Harman Kardon HK6850 900 G This monster is derived from the HK6800 with a similarly deep and powerful sound but a rather steep price tag 101 6 . 109 

• Heybrook Signature 2297 G+ A stunningly powerful and vivid-sounding combination which is equally impressive via vinyl or CD 148 109 

• Jadis JP30/ JA30 12204 E French lubes. Beautiful build, nostalgic styling and delighttul sounding midrange transcend limitations at frequency extremes 30 60 

JVC AX-A342 170 A A value-conscious budget amp offering plenty of power but a slightly untidy and inconsistent sound 77 . 109 

JVC AX-R562 250 A- More fuss and bluster than detail and dynamics was how one listener concisely described this less than wonderful model 90 . 121 

• JVC AX-Z1010 650 G+ One of the best behemoths: a big amp with a big, boppy and unmuddled sound and a couple of ancient 16-bil DACs for good measure' 124 6 . 109 

•• Kenwood KA-3020 170 G+ An unassuming little amplifier that turns in a remarkably balanced and entertaining sound. Lively, detailed and engaging 66 97 

Kenwood KA-4050R 280 A- Respectable but ultimately uninspiring model whose remote control is its main asset. 85 5 . 121 

Kenwood KA-5050R 350 A A listenable but neither particularly communicative or captivating amplifier that puts features ahead of sound. 103 6 . 129 

• Lecson Ouattra 420 G Underpowered but with the flexibility of four independent power amps Very deep, captivating sound with 30 soundstaging. 40 92 

Unn Ma1ik·l 593 A The cornerstone of Unn's modular hi-li system has many innovations to its credit but its sound is vague and confused. 33 6 . 129 

• Magnum Class A 599 G+ Lashings of rich and compelling music, trading a hint of lushness for stark accuracy. An unexpected find. Phono stage option 55 116 

Magnum Quartet 329 A- An integrated model that incorporates lour monobloks optimised for bi-wiring, but sound is sandy in the treble. 72 . 121 
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4mp/iUers continued 
Prod uct £Price Comments 

.6. Marantz PM-52SE 

Marantz PM-80mkll 

A Moth Series 30 
A Musical Fidelity Preamp/Typhoon 

A.6. NAD 302 
AANAD 304 

NAD 1 OOOS/208 
A Nakamichi IA-3 
A NVA AP-20 

Onix OA-21S/SOAP 

AI Philips FA-930 

Pioneer A-300X 
AAI Pioneer A-400 

AlA Pioneer A-400X 

AI QED A270CD/PA 

AI QED C300/P300 

Quad 34 

Quad 66/606 

Rational Audio 

Rega Elex 

A. Rose RV-23 

AA Rotel RA-930AX 
A Rotel RA-935BX 

Rotel RC-980BX/RB-980BX 

AlA. Sansui AUX-417R 
A Sansui AU-X911 DG 

Sherwood Al-221 0 

Sonic Frontiers SFC-1 

Sugden A21 a 

Technics SU-VZ220 

Woodside ISA230 

Woodside SC26/STA35 

YBA lntegre 
A YBA 1 pre/power amp 
A YBA 2 pre/power amp 

YBA 3 pre/power amp 

IV amplifiers 

300 G+ The SE premium pays for a degree of fluency that draws you into the music and keeps you there. Rather nice 95 

480 G- Less the revision and more an entirely new amp, this model sounds at its sweetest and most agreeable in the 31 W Class A setling. 130 

587 G+ A modular system capable of cracking results. The pass1ve preamp and power amp combination warrant a Best Buy in their own right. 35 

568 G+ A combination that plays everything close to its chest but bridge the power amp and you'll witness an explosion of detail. 

170 G+ A spritely and uplitting pertormance. Sounds loud but never intrus1ve or fatiguing. 

230 G+ Equally effective with CD and vinyl this is another successful and entertaining NAD amplifier for your shortlist 

1120 A+ One of the beefiest amplifiers we've ever tested. Unfortunately it sounds too restrained and lightweight. 

350 G A minimal is! outing for the cassetle heroes that's very confident if a tad restrained. 

340 G+ Utilitarian amplifier sounds gentle and restrained but is euphonic and utterly engaging. Optional phono stage 

730 G- Via MM disc this amp comes alive with a fresh and vibrant sound though its CD input sounds utlerly dead by comparison. 

200 A+ Radical styling hides a digital switching facility plus full remote control over what is Philips' best effort to date 

230 A+ This revamped version of the A-300 was also more confident sounding via CD than MM, yet our panel were still lett unmoved. 

280 VG Pioneer's design concept snaps into focus with an amp that seems to bubble with musical detail. A budget bench-mark 

300 VG This looks like the established A-400 but uses new circuitry to encourage a gentler if no less enthralling sound. 

62 

39 

50 

314 

62 

35 

60 

99 

55 

71 

68 

61 

5 

6 

370 G+ Recent updates have bolstered the output of the A270 without addmg to its colorations. The PA phono option is a touch expensive 

630 G A cost-effective combo, limited in its resolution but less beguiling as a result. Disc stage is sweeter but samey 58 3 

398 A Well-built durable preamp, filtering and above average tone controls but was found lacking in sound quality (viz: detail/dynamics) 

1553 G Amplifiers with a classic lineage but compromised by an equally dated, sott and undynamic sound. 138 

175 A+ Wacky Czechoslovakian amp offers a very open and fluid sound via CD but its MM pertormance depends on cartridge load impedance. 129 

359 A Minimalist amplifier that sounds too forward, hard and unforgiving for its own good. Shows plenty of promise, however. 51 

450 G+ Beautifully built British 'hybrid' You can spend more to get a more transparent sound but it's hard to criticise at the price 

175 G+ This budget wonder captivated our listeners with its clean, vibrant and thoroughly involving sound 53 

225 G A line only winner that lets a lot of music through and never lets things get o� of hand. Could be a touch more enthusiastiC 58 

800 A Plenty of watts per pound, sound is expansive but lacks a sense of poise, of control and fine detail - a disappointment 

280 G+ Unusually clean and precise with more subtlety than is usually attributed to remote control amps. 

900 G+ At its best when used with the on-board MASH/PWM DAC where it sounds technically neutral but still emotionally charged 

80 P Lightweight in all respects this is better than you'd find on a midi and at least its reasonably painless. 

1500 G+ Smooth, sophisticated Canadian valve amp with a decent direct input and more features than average 

469 G The modern-day relative of Sugden's original Class A amp and one that offers a smooth, easy-going sound. 

130 A- Cheap, cheertut and pretty flexible to boot the SU-VZ220 quickly sounds thin,_ splashy and relentless when the going gets tough 

900 A Smooth and inoffensive valve amplifier if one that lacks the sparkle and euphony required for a truly entertaining sound. 

3254 G+ Synergistic pairing with a cool, controlled sound, good focus and transparency. More about poise than grunt 

1199 G+ Audiophile spec French integrated with good resolution and nice phono stage. 

8000 E Well finished pre/power amp offers front rank stereo staging and transparency, and is capable of dnv1ng the most difficult loads 

3849 G+ Superbly finished with very good space and transparency, slightly softened bass. Needs transformer for MC canridges 

2449 G This duo produced see-through, ethereal stereo images that were more convincing towards the centre of the soundstage 

143 

53 

112 

47 

54 6 

25 

50 

27 5 

35 5 

57 

85 5 

70 

56 

• 121 
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• 116 
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• 121 
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I 
n practice an NV amplifier provides all the 

standard CD. tuner. tape, aux and phono 
inputs offered by a standard stereo amplifier. In 

addition many also incorporate an AM/FM tuner 
section which, strictly speaking, makes them NV 
receivers. 

More importantly a modem NV amplifier 

includes a Dolby Pro Logic decoding ch1p along 

with extra circuitry to effect the rear channel 

delay. Naturally there's at least four channel's 

worth of amplification under the bonnet to feed 

the five loudspeaker outputs (Front L and R. 

Centre and Rear mono L + R). Most also include a 

line-level subwoofer output to enhance the nb­
shaking impact of 'action' movies for example. 
Some NV amps offer other sunround modes l1ke 

simulated stereo, Hall sunround (L +R is fed to the 

rear) and Matrix sunround (L-R is fed to the near). 
Others use an element of Digital Signal Processing 

(DSP) to steer the Dolby Pro-Logic or pellTlit a 

vanable rear channel delay. This also opens up 

including options like jazz, Church, Hall and 

Stadium Sunround modes which use different 

delay and steering levels to generate different 

From left to right the headings below indicate 

how many watts per channel each amp has for its 

front, centre and sunround outputs. Sunround 
modes indicates how many different sunround 
effects are available and includes DSP. The audio 

1nputs are for both hi-fi and AV components. 5-

type and phono video inputs are for VCRs. 

Laserdisc players and CTVs, 5-type being the bet­

ter of the two . Subwoofer outputs are of the 

phono socket variety for active subs, and AM/FM 

tuner denotes if the un1t IS effectively a receiver. 

J'Q. "" C'.,. "-"o v_. v_. & '""-?, "'� .. "'-?q<�',.,., '1>0 �"/ qQit, 4. 
""'w ""'w ""'w"""'"' 4"'lJ>'1o,.�'?o,.� """'<> � 4 

"'''A "'�"t. "''�."'"'- 0 · 
"'h. "'.r. "o l1? "'Q. 

·� ·� ·�o.r.''?o,. �" '1-: "'w �"' "'""-� � � "'"' � '-'o ;o., ,_, .,._,. 1:1 

Product £Price Comments 
Denon AVC-3530 

Harman Kardon AVR30 

Kenwood KA-V8500 

Marantz PM-700AV 

Philips FR940 

Pioneer VSA-D802S 

Technics SA-GX550 

Yamaha DSP-A2070 

999 VG A true heavyweight with a richly detailed sound and flexible features to match 

999 G+ Um1ted surround options are offset by a very secure sound with excellent control over effects. 

699 G- Can sound a tad forced and immediate but is remarkably well-equipped with digital soundfield options. 

450 A+ Sounds just great through front and centre channels but surround is very weak. 

450 A- Perhaps as a result of the mismatch between front/centre channels, the FR940 proved a great disappointment on dem. 

600 A- The disappointingly grey sound lacks attack and confidence. undermining the tension of movie soundtracks. 

450 VG A surprisingly gutsy and involving pertormance from a modestly-priced package. 

11 00 G+ The ultimate in AN flexibility with full manual control over ever conceivable soundfield. 
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C 
abies are not accessories but an integral 

part of your system. You can make do 

without accessories but no conventional 

system will function without cables. Inevitably 

some cables are greater than others. The best 

cable for your system will only be found 

through trial and error, but hopefully by com­

bining our recommendations with those of a 

dealer you will end up with something that suits 

both your pocket and your system. Generally 

speaking budget to spend about ten per cent of 

the total system cost on cables. 

THE DIRECTORY 

Analogue interconnects are the leads that 

connect source components to amplifiers and 

pre to power amps. The cables in this section 

are priced for a one metre terminated pair. 

Symmetrical indicates where a twisted pair of 

conductors are used. Coaxial means that there 

is a central 'hot' conductor and a shield that car­
ries the negative signal. Stranded cables have 

multiple strands and solid core use individually 

insulated strand(s). Copper and silver indicates 

whether these metals are used as conductors. 

Digital interconnects connect CD transports 

to DACs, and are traditionally coaxial with a 

7Sohm impedance. They come in optical and 

electrical varieties, the former being made of 

plastic or glass and the latter in coaxial or alter­

native configurations. The prices shown are for 

a terminated linear metre 

Speaker cables are used between the ampli­

fier and speaker. Our prices are for a terminat­

ed Smetre pair. Resistance and capacitance are 

indicated as low (L), medium (M) or high (H). 
Neither high resistance nor high capacitance 

cables are suitable for long runs. 

Analogue interconnects 
Product £Price Comments 

Audio Note AN-A 

Audioquest Ruby Hyperlitz 

.._ Audioquest Lapis Hyperlitz 

Audio Technica AT620 

Chord Chameleon 

.._ Chord Solid 

.._ Cogan-Hall lntermezzo Ref 

Cogan Hall Intermezzo E-M 

.._.._ DNM Interconnect 

Goldring 'Studio Quality' 

.._ lsoda Electric HA-08-PSR 

... Madrigal HPC 

Magnan Type Vr 

.._ Monster lnterlink 500 

.._ Moth Ley Line Black 

Moth Ley Line Grey 

.._ Panasonic RP-CA91 0 

.._ Silver Sounds 1212 and 12/3 

Sonic Link Yellow 

.._ Sonic Link Violet 

Straight Wire Laser Link 

Straight Wire LSI-Encore 

.._ Tara Labs Prism 

.._.._ Tara Labs Quantum CD 

Tara Labs Quantum 11 

.._ van den Hul The Source 

van den Hul MC D-1 02mklll S 

29.50 A- A well-rounded and cuddly sound from a high-ish resistance interconnect. Lacks a sense of scale and dynamics 

70 A+ A crisp, fast and articulate-sounding cable if one that's a little too pointed for our listeners 

329 E An expensive cable that justifres its tag with a beautifully poised sound - natural, relaxed and very compatible 

28 A Plenty of cable for the money but its pertormance is distinctly lightweight, lacking depth and subtlety 

59 A+ An unpredictable cable with an ·anomalous treble' that can sound harsh one moment and oddly recessed the next' 

115 VG What looks like a military RF cable actually provides a slightly !onward but incisive and intimately detailed pertormance 

185 E A user-hostile cable with a tight, convincing bass allied to a very relaxed and involving mid/treble 

320 G+ This bigger, thicker and thoroughly unwieldy 3-core version of the Intermezzo Reference actually sounds a little coarser 

40 VG Fresh, transparent and packed full of detail, this slither of a cable scored a direct hit with our listeners 

20 A- A bog-standard OFC coaxial cable that might othenwise be given away with a new amp or CD player. Cheap but nothing special. 

199 G+ This odd-ball cables utilises a mix of copper, brass and aluminium strands to achieve a very distrnct sound 

215 VG A very unusual cable design with a busrness-like approach to music-making that barely conceals its underlying 'fizz'. 

595 A+ With a series resistance some 500-1000 times higher than average. the furry sound of the Type Vi will alter from system to system. 

60 G+ Plenty of hype to keep the marketing bandwagon rolling plus a lively and lucid balance to cheer up the enthusiast 

100 G+ The cheapest of Moth's Ley Line series uses just two twisted conductors to achieve a very solid and confident sound. 

200 G+ The four twisted conductors of thrs cable actually mark a downturn in audio quality 

50 G This conventional coax employs plenty of hi-tech materials which encourage an even-handed balance. A good upgrade. 

99/150 VG Both these cables share a similarly open, transparent and dynamic sound though the latter is arguably the better integrated 

60 A An interesting non-copper cable with an up-front sounded described as 'heavy-handed and pushy' 

99 G+ Another nickel-based cable but with a very much better-balanced sound than Scnic Link Yellow 

50 A+ Thanks to its high parallel capacitance this interconnect helps remove ultrasonic noise. Unfortunately rt still sounds very odd' 

90 A+ A solid-sounding cable with a strong mid and bass but a drsappointingly sat-upon treble 

36 G 6N-purity copper, aero-grade insulation and spaced solid-core conductors all add-up to a slightly bright but frisky sound 

63 G+ Praised by our panel for its lack of obvious vices. Quantum CD encourages a sweet and positive sound. 

99 G Bass power and extension is the key to the sound of this unusual and hr-tech cable 

70 G+ Accurately reflects the life of the music withoul detail forcibly from the speakers 

80 A+ A rather coloured sound thanks to its full and resonant bass but spoiled overall by a dirty treble 

Tel.- 081 348 5676 (2. 00-7.00 pm) 
Fax.- 081 341 9368 

Esoteric High Fidelity CABLES 

Dealers in: Absolute, Audio Note, Audioquest, Deltec, Harmonix, Kimber, Mandrake, MIT, Siltech, Symo, 

. . . the RIGHT cables 

... in YOUR system 

. . . for YOUR ears 

Transparent, Van den Hul, WBT and others . 

... in YOUR home 

I Contact us by phone, tax, or letter and we'll do 

our best to help you achieve your goal . 

(Auditions may be subject to a handling charge) 

CONNECTIONS 13 John Princes Street, London W1 M 9HB (A division of Connection 90' Travel Ltd.) 
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Home Entertainment is the number 1 magazine for 
reviews and news about all the latest audio visual 
products. From large screen TVs, NICAM video 
recorders, surround sound speakers, camcorders 
and laserdisc players to widescreen and collector's 
edition video releases, Home Entertainment has 
everything you need to create the ultimate enter­
tainment system in your front room. Home 
Entertainment makes it easy. 

An issue of Home Entertainment costs £2.25, how­
ever if you take out a one year subscription you can 
save 25% on the cover price. Subscribe for 2 years 
and you will save 33%, and a 3 year subscription will 
give you as much as 40% discount, that's more than 
a year's worth free! 

Free gift if you subscribe 
And we've got a special offer just for you! If you 
take out a subscription we'll send you a FREE film 
on video. You can choose any one of these special 
edition fllms: 

Blade Runner -The director's cut- Cert 15 

Thelma & Louise- widescreen edition- Cert 15 

M ad M ax - widescreen edition - Cert 18 

Casablanca -collector's edition - Cert U 

Lethal Weapon - widescreen edition -Cert 18 

Batman -widescreen edition - Cert 15 

Subscribe to Home 
Entertainment and 
we'll send you a free 
film, simply name your 
choice on the coupon! 

This offer won't 
be repeated, so 
subscribe NOW! 

�---·------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

YES! I cannot miss this special offer 
Start my subscription from the next available issue and send me my free film. 

3 YEARS 
2YEARS 
1 YEAR 

OUK£49 
D UK£36 
OUK£20 

I am over 15 I 18 Delete as applicable 

D Europe£80 
D Europe£55 
D Europe£32 

OWortd£107 
OWortd£73 
OWortd£42 

Signed ............................... .. . . .. 
Please note these films are PAL and will not be compatible in some countries outside Europe 

DETAILS 

METHOD OF PAYMENT 
D I enclose a cheque for £ .... (sterling) made payable to 
Dennis Publishing Ltd -Home Entertainment 

D Please charge my D Visa D Access!Mastercard 

Credit Card Number 1_1_1_1_11_1_1_1_11_1_1_1_11_1_1_1_1 
Expiry date 1_1_11_1_1 Today's date 1_1_11_1_11_1_1 
Signed _ _  

0 Pleue Indicate hero H you do not wish to rec:eiYe details af further special offers 0< new products. 

Post this application form to: 
Home Entertainment Subscriptions, FREEPOST WD7 Bristol BS12 OBR 
IPootage is FREE H posted in the UKI 

OYfJIS[AS READERS: Please post to Home Entertainment Subscriptions, 
Bradley Pavilions, Bradley Stoke North, Bristol BS12 OBQ 

Homefntertainment 
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Digital interconnects 
Product £Price Comments 

.A. .A. Audioquest Video Z 

Audioquest Digital PRO 

Audioquest Optilink Z 

Bandridge AL560 

Chord Codac 

AA DPA Digi-link 

DPA Opti-link 

Kimber PSB Digilink 

Kimber KC-1 Digilink 

Kimber KC-AG Digilink 

.A. Kimber Opti-Link 

.A. Monster Cable Datalink 1 00 

.A. Monster Cable lnterlink LS1 00 

Moth Leyline Datalink 

.A. .A. QED Digiflex 

Sonic Link Brown Dig1tal 

Straight Wire Silver link 

.A. van den Hul MC Videol1nk 75 

50 E! The very best available with an expressive sound but generous price to sweeten the pill 

90 A+ A silver cable wilh all the drive of Video Z but lacking its clean-cut transparency 

100 A Good level of midband detail but frequency extremes lack depth and extension 

20 P The disappointingly heavy and muddled sound of this basic libre thwarts any recommendation 

34 A A connection with a stranded inner core and a sound that lacks integration 

27.50 VG Can seem slightly impassive but there's no avoiding its exceptionally detailed sound 

20 P Very Similar to Bandridge AL560 with an equally naff sound 

24 A- An analogue interconnect inappropriately pressed into digital service. A visible deterioration in the digital signal results. 

52 A This cable adopts a woven construction with the addition of a conductive screen. Music lacks detail and spirit. 

222 A- An asymmetric cable using silver conductors that deviates from the 75ohm standard. Nol ideal for digital applications. 

70 G Hardly cheap for what appears to be a bog-standard PMMA fibre, yet it sounds a little brighter and livelier than most. 

45 G+ A colourful coaxial interconnect with an equally colourful and up-beat sound. Very compatible. 

45 G Well constructed stepped-index f1bre w1th polished ends and rugged connectors. Slightly lean, fuzzy but engaging performance 

140 A- A thin, coaxial version of Leyline Black with a rather hard and unforgiving character. Too expensive. 

19 VG A top performance, low-loss 75ohm coax with a very open, almost liquid quality that allows its music to ease naturally across. 

35 A- A solid-core, twisted-pair interconnect that deviates from the 75ohm standard and provides an equally unbalanced sound 

60 G+ A genuine attempt to get things right with a silver-plated, multi-strand coax. Yet it still sounds too dry and mechanical 

30 VG An AV-cum-digital cable that comes very close to besting QED's Digiflex. Still some emphasis of vocal sibilants, however 

Speaker cables 
Product £Price Comments 

A Audio Note AN-B 

Audio Note AN-D 

A Audio Note AN-SP 

.A. Audioquest F-14 

Audioquest Type 4 

Audioquest Midnight Hyperlitz 

A Bandridge LC7259 & LC7 401 

Bandridge LC8258 & LC8408 

.A. Cogan-Hall lntermezzo Full-Range 

A DPAISt9 

DNM Rainbow 

Heybrook Heywire 

lsoda Electric HA-20 

.A. .A. Mission Stranded 

Monitor PC KC27 /KC34 

Monster Powerline 3 Plus 

Nairn NAG A5 

QED Bi-w1re 79-Strand 

.A. Silver Sounds 12/2 

.A. Silver Sounds 16/4 

Sonic Link Grey 

.A. Straigl1t Wire Waveguide 1.5 

.A. Straight Wire Flex-4 

Tara Labs Quantum Ill 

van den Hul MC The Clearwater 

van den Hul MC The Magnum 

.A. van den Hul MC The Wind 

165 G+ A very high capacitance Litz-style cable whose sound may well act as a taming inlluence in many systems 

tOO A Supplied in linear, non-polarised lengths that should be twisted into stereo pairs. Sounds rather gritty and forward 

1270 VG Some 15 individually-insulated silver strands go lo make up this very civilised but exceptionally detailed-sounding cable 

44.50 A+ Ideal for laying flat under carpels, F-14 encourages a slightly warm and vibrant sound 

75 A+ Four 18-gauge OFHC copper conductors wound in a Litz-fashion increases capacitance but restrain the cable's "bite' 

260 G Very similar to Type 4 but with a delicate smoothness that contrasts with the brighter sound of cheap cables 

20/30 A Two very traditional figure-of-eight cables. The thinner version (LC7259) sounds lighter and coarser than LC7401 

30/50 A- Two versions of lhe Silverflex series that, sadly, encourage very litlle sense of poise or decorum in their music 

465 VG Extra care must be taken to prevent shorting this user-hostile cable. Nevertheless it sounds superb' 

275 G+ Shares the clear, neutral and transparent sound of the older 8S without the tremendous clarity of Gortex Black-16 

84 A+ The high impedance of this simple nbbon cable has an influence on the treble response of some speakers. Lacks 'oomph' 

66 A This well-meaning facsimile of earlier ribbon-style cables ends up sounding lumpy and uneven 

400 A+ This unorthodox cable employs a combination of copper, brass and aluminium strands. lt sounds "oddly impure'! 

20 G+ This Swedish-made cable proved a real hit with our listeners - a slick performer and Best Buy upgrade 

40/60 A Two heavyweight multi-strand cables with a thick and chesty (10027) or light and wispy (1 0034) balance. Take your pick 

75 A- The archetypal 'old-style Monster Cable' that labours under a soggy bass and untidy treble 

44 A- Described as a 'dinosaur ol a cable' by our listening panel, this stiff rod of wire has little application outside of a Nairn system 

35 A Reminiscent of curtain track, this bi-w1re version of 79-strand is unfortunately saddled with a 'loud, hard and untidy' balance 

300 E! Tonally accurate and exquisitely detailed, this cable opens a very transparent window on the music 

200 VG A prime choice for bi-wire systems even if this cable does lack the full fmesse of its sister 12/2 

80 G- A spaghetti-thin cable composed of silver-plated OF-copper and PTFE insulation. Lacks bass impact and treble 'air'. 

20 G A conventional multi-stranded cable with a refreshingly up-beat, crisp bul slightly lean-sounding balance 

50 G+ Another very quick and dynamic-sounding cable from Straight Wire. A little short on subtlety but very engaging nonetheless. 

238 G An imaginatively-named cable that encourages an equally colourful sound. Described as 'dark and fru1ty' by our panel' 

50 A Despite its evocative title, the Clearwater turns out to be a disappointingly 'murky sounding' cable 

265 A Touted as vdH's most prestigious twinlead speaker cable, the Magnum sounds surprisingly soff and old-fashioned 

330 VG Blown-in from the continent, vdH's 'Wind' kicks up a storm w1th its lush midrange and bone-crunch1ng bass' 
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"Axe the price of 
display lines and one 

off items" our MD said, "and 
offer items to Hi-Fi Choice readers at 

prices no one else can match. Tell them not 
to worry if they don't live close to one of our major 

stores, we'll post them any item over £ 100 free!" 
Here's the result, but most are one only items. Leave 

it until tommorow and you'll miss your 
bargain of the year 

PHONE OUR MAIL ORDER HOTLINE 
NOW ON 0204 31423 

Casseffe Decks ITi-fj 11-Ni 
Aiwa XKS7000 £549.99 £399.99 £150.00 

Denon DRM710 £259.99 £229.99 £30.00 

JVC mX352 £149.99 £119.99 

Akai GX65 £299.99 £199.99 £100.00 

Marantz DD82 DCC £649.95 £399.95 

Philips DCC 600 £499.99 £299.99 

Philips DCC 900 £549.99 £349.99 

Pioneer as 220 £169.95 £129.95 £40.00 

Pioneer CTS 320 £ 199.99 £149.99 £50.00 

Pioneer CTS 620 £329.99 £269.99 £60.00 

Rotel RD945AX £159.99 £119.99 £40.00 

Rotel RD955AX £199.99 £149.99 £50.00 

Rotel RD965 £249.99 £179.99 £70.00 

Sony DTC 690 £599.99 £399.99 £200.00 

Sony TC FX 211 £99.99 £59.99 £40.00 

CD Players 1'N·fi flNi 
Aiwa XC950 £249.99 £199.99 t5o.oo 

Denon DCD890 £269.99 £229.99 £40.00 

Kenwood DPX9010 £499.99 £349.99 £150.00 

Kenwood LlOOO £829.99 £399.99 £430.00 

Musical Fidelity CD Tube £499.99 £349.99 £150.00 

Musical Fidelity CD 2 £349.99 £249.99 £100.00 

Marantz CD52MK2 £229.99 £179.99 £50.00 

Marantz CD72SE £599.99 £449.99 £150.00 

Micra Mega Micro DAC 2 £349.99 £249.99 £100.00 

Micro Mega Duo BS 2 £599.99 £449.99 £150.00 

Micra Mega Micro Drive £799.99 £599.99 £200.00 

Meridian 203 DAC7 £599.99 £399.99 £160.00 

Meridian 263 £495.00 £345.00 £150.00 

Philips CD 940 £229.99 £149.99 £80.00 

Philips CD 930 £199.99 £149.99 £50.00 

Philips CD 950 £349.99 £249.99 £100.00 

Pioneer PD202 £169.99 £129.99 £40.00 

Pioneer PDS702 £299.99 £249-99 t5o.oo 

Pioneer PDS801 £329.99 £199.99 £130.00 

Rotel RCD 955 £279.99 £199.99 £80.00 

Sony CDP411 £199.99 £159.99 £40.00 

Sony CDP711 £249.99 £199.99 £50.00 

Sony CDP911 £299.99 £249.99 r5o.oo 

Sony CDPX303ES £549.99 £449.99 £100.00 

Sony MZ2P Mini Disc £399.99 £299.99 £100.00 

Technics SLPG 520 £199.99 £159.99 £40.00 

Technics SLXP 440 £179.99 £149.99 £30.00 

Technics SLX/SHX 1000 £4999.99 £1999.99 £3000.00 

Yamaha CDX 660 £249.99 £169.99 £80.00 

Yamaha CDX 860 £299.99 £199.99 £100.00 

Tuners/Recievers lj'i·fi 11-Ni 
Denon TU660 L £199.99 £149.99 r5o.oo 

Denon TU580 RDS £219.99 £179.99 £40.00 

NC RX506 Receiver £299.95 £249.95 r5o.oo 

Marantz S172 Tuner £299.99 £199.99 £100.00 

Mission Cyrus Tuner £299.99 £199.99 £100.00 

Philips FT930 RDS £149.99 £99.99 t5o.oo 

Pioneer F401 £159.99 £119.99 £40.00 

Yamaha TX550 £179.99 £129.99 r5o.oo 



Midi Systems 11i·fi li-Ni 
Pioneer N93M £1049.95 £849.95 £200.00 

£579.99 £499.99 £80.00 Technics SCCHSSO 

Kenwood M27 £529 .. 95 £459.95 £70.00 

Kenwood M57 MG £849.99 £749.99 £100.00 Amplifiers 1'N·fi li-Ni 
Kenwood M76G £949.99 £699.99 £250.00 

Pioneer JlO £549.95 £449.95 £100.00 JVC AXA 342 £169.79 £129.99 £40.00 

Pioneer J lOM £599.95 £499.95 £100.00 Kenwood KA 4040R £249.95 £199.95 r5o.oo 

Pioneer J30 £749.95 £599.95 £150.00 Arcam Deha 60 £299.99 £199.99 £100.00 

Pioneer J40 £949.95 £749.95 £200.00 Mission PSX £299.99 £199.99 £100.00 

Pioneer JSO £1149.95 £899.95 £250.00 NAD 2100 Power Amp £289.99 £199.99 £90.00 

Philips FA920 £199.99 £129.99 £70.00 

1'N-fi llNi Mini Systems £299.00 £120.00 

£449.00 £173.00 

Nairn NAIT2 £419.00 

Nairn NAT 140 £622.00 

Aiwa NSX220 £259.99 £229.99 £30.00 Pioneer A602 £349.99 £299.99 £50.00 

Aiwa NSX909 £649.99 £549.99 £100.00 Pioneer A300X £229.99 £179.99 £50.00 

Pioneer NS3 £499.95 £399.95 £100.00 Rotel RC960 £164.99 £124.99 £40.00 

Pioneer N73T £679.95 £549.95 £130.00 Rotel RA940BX £249.95 £)79.95 £70.00 

Pioneer N93T £999.95 £799.95 £200.00 Yamaha DSPE300 £799.95 £599.95 £200.00 

Advertised stock may vary between branches, but we'll be happy to transfer any requested 

items between branches subject to availability. 

F 0 R H I - F I 

BIRMINGHAM 122/123 New Street. Tel 021 633 4944 BIRMINGHAM Horntons Electronics, 8-9 Lower Temple Street. Tel 021 643 0972 

BOLTON 235 Blackburn Road. Tel 0204 31423 BRADFORD Rawsan Square. Tel 0274 309266 COVENTRY 78 Lower Precinct. Tel 0203 632086 

GLOUCESTER (formerly Robbs) 13/15 Worcester Street. Tel 0452 419777 HAlf 162/164 Ashley Road. Tel 061 928 1610 

KEIGHLEY 38 Cavendish Street. Tel 0535 602933 MANCHESTER 54 Bridge Street. Tel 061 835 1156 ROCHDAI£ 52 Drake Street. Tel 0706 524652 

WALSAll Park Street. Tel 0922 644169 WIGAN 6 Crompton Street. Tel 0942 323897 WOLVERHAMPTON 39 Victoria Street. Tel 0902 772901 

WORCESIIR 27/27 A The Cross. Tel 0905 726375 WORCESTER David Warings, Marmion House, High Street. Tel 0905 27551 



T
he bad odour of copyright theft hangs 

around the compact cassette, but there is 

no doubt it is the world's most versatile 

and ubiquitous music storage medium. Buffs may 

wnnkle their noses, but are happy to use cassette 

decks to make up tapes for the car or personal. 

There is no problem in connecting a cassette 

deck to any normal amplifier, but some care 

needs to be taken in choosing the best tapes for 

a specific machine. (Trial and error is one effective 

technique, but many decks have manual bias 

adjustment and some match up to the tape auto-

THE DIRECTORY 

matically.) Lab performance and sound quality 

often go hand in hand, and are frequently some­

what dependent upon factory alignment The 

mechanical integrity of the mechanism is another 

crucial factor, that is reflected in the price. 

The columns on the right indicate when the 

facilit1es shown 1n the headings are available on a 

deck. Dolby B and C offer varying degrees of 

noise reduction and the HX Pro system gives sig­

nificant treble improvements with ferric (Type I) 

tapes. Dol by S increases the level of noise reduc­

tion w1th less signal degredat1on than B or C 

Three-head recorder; allow you to listen to a 

recording as it's being made, a useful qulaity con­

trol function. Bias adjustment allows you to fine 

tune the deck to suit different types of tape when 

recording. Auto calibration is a an automatic sys­

tem for setting bias and Dol by levels. Twin deck 

offer; the option to dub tapes or to play two cas­

settes simultaneously. Autorever;e is a useful con­

venience feature, but usually with some mechani­
cal compromise. In the case of twin decks a blob 

is inserted in this column even 1f only one trans­

port autorever;es. 

Cassene decks 
Product £Price Comments 

.A.& Aiwa AO-F410 

.&.& Aiwa AO-F810 

.A.& Aiwa AO-WX828 

.A .A Aiwa AD-WX929 

.A Aiwa XK-S9000 

Aka1 OX-57 

.A Akai GX-9511 

Aka1 GX-R35 

.A Akai GX-W45 

.& Arcam Delta 1 00 

Denon DRM-710 

.& Denon DRS-61 0 

Denon DRS-81 0 

Goodmans Delta 700W 

Harman Kardon DC5500 

.& Harman/Kardon TD4400 

Harman Kardon TD4600 

JVC TD-R452 

JVC TD-X352 

.A JVC TD-V562 

.& Kenwood KX-3050 

Kenwood KX-5530 

.&.& Kenwood KX-7050S 

NAD 602 

.& Nakamichi DR-3 

.& .& Nakamichi DR-2 

.& Nakamichi DR-1 

Philips DCC600 

Pioneer CT -S420 

.& Pioneer CT -S520 

Sansu1 D-790WR 

Sansu1 0-X117WR 

She/Wood 00-301 OC 

.&.& Sony (WMDGC) Pro Walkman 

.A Sony TC-K611 S 

Teac R-9000 

.A T eac V -BOOOS 

.& Teac V-7010 

.A£ TechniCS RS-BX646 

.& Yamaha KX-650 

120 A Comparable to AD-F500 but cheaper: Good all round pertormance, well adjusted, useful basic and not so basic features 

230 G First class budget 3-head machine with a dual capstan lransport that really works at reducing the 'fudge' factor 

200 G- Equipment levels strong, and sound is both vivid and presentable, but control system daunting . 

230 A Superbly equipped twin deck that workS and workS well - remote control 

700 G+ Fabulous build, clunky transport and sharp, refined sound quality with Dolby S or B and metal tapes 

220 G Eschews fancy gadgets for a good transport and decent electronics. Sound quality is firm and tidy but avoid Dol by C. 

440 G+ Sharp, clear and articulate sounding deck, with superb pertormance extending to frequency extremes 

220 A Middling sound quality at best with Dolby B; deteriorates with Dolby C 

320 A Costly but musical high-spec dual deck, doesn't like modern high energy Type lis and IVs. Good stability and clarity 

850 E Superb transport and a ripe, spacious sound. The Dolby S installation more successful than most. Some replay incompatibility 

260 A Although this is a fair pertorming model, the design has lost some of the competitive edge of its predecessor, the DRM-700. 

200 G Unique loading mechanism provides stability, and the deck has a crisp, clean quality. Occasionally anaemic bass. 

300 G- Drawer loading deck, carefully designed, yet lacking in subtlety on audition. 

100 P Compact and ultra-basic twin deck which is rough and bass shy, with less than stable tape path. 

600 A Workmanlike sound quality offset by high price and inexplicable shortcomings like 'forgetlul' Dolby switching and no timer support. 

350 G Simple features plus excellent engineering make this a model of integrity. 

700 A Original Dolby S deck has improved over the years and now sounds very acceptable. A strong, solid sounding deck - but expensive. 

180 A- Tidy, stable but ultimately rather soul-less experience. Auto-reverse is useful though. 

150 A- Disappointingly amorphous sound despite decent measured results 

200 G+ Ultra-sophisticated transport at a silly price; sound quality is stable but slightly opaque . 

170 A Acceptable sound quality marred only by a loss of midband analysis and slightly edgy treble. 

220 A- Neat looking, well equipped deck, adequately engineered but somewhat lacking musically. Worth considering if auto-reverse is a must 

400 VG Very well equipped and fine sounding deck, includes well implemented Dolby S 

200 G Minimalist deck for the audiophile market. Unfortunately engineering IS minimalist too 

400 VG Refined, exquisitely detailed and solid sounding 'budget' Nakamichi 2-header . 

600 VG Accomplished design with simple features (manual tape select') but superb sound/serviceability 

850 VG Typically idiosyncratic Nakam1chi with manual everything, Good azimuth adjustment and dynamic, authoritative sound. 

500 A+ Simplified circuit and mechanism, but the Phi lips badly needs a D/A converter transplant 

250 A+ Poor replay compatibility, but othelWise satisfactory, if slightly uneven pertormer. 

280 G Decent if slightly coloured middle ranker with FLEX to revital1se old or soggy sounding tapes. 

170 P Modestly poor sounding but simple to use twin deck. Type 11 tapes show large response errors. 

220 P Bass is thin and coloured, and the sound lacks dynamics, pitch accuracy and overall stability - the sound is neither stable nor solid. 

120 P Good range of features, let down by poor transport and iffy electronics. 

290 G+ One of lhe finest sounding cassette decks on the market today. A mandatory Best Buy, which also fits in your pocket 

300 G Cheapest Dol by S three header yet, yet slightly let down by lack of attention to detail 

500 G Much better than average auto-reverse deck, well worth considering. Nicely engineered too. 

700 G Superb stability and real subtlety, this must be the best TEAC yet. The only disappointment was the Dolby C 

BOO G+ Heavyweight (in every sense) design, immaculately crafted, impeccable sound, but not for grannie . 

230 G+ Unusually well built and non-microphonic deck with sophisticated facilities and lucid midband . 

260 G Fine audio manners, especially in the midband and treble, mark this high class deck out from the crowd 
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CD players 

N 
ow over a decade old, this all digital 

music source is well established despite 

high d1sc pnces and the opposition of 
some hi-fi enthusiasts. Compact Disc's strengths 

over conventional v1nyl are complete freedom 

from surface noise, ease of use. and more robust 

software. 

However, many vinyl enthus1asts still f1nd CDs 

sound less involving than top quality vinyl. But. 

with the dominance of CD in the high street. 

even vinyl die-hards need a CD player today. 

THE DIRECTORY 

The columns on the right 1ndicate when the 

facilities shown in the headings are available on a 

CD player DAC type indicates the type of con­

vertor chip used 1n each playe1·, I 6, I 8 and 20-bit 

are multi-b1t types, all the others are b1tstream 

vanants. In much the same way that an amp's 

output is not indicative of its sound quality, the 

chip used 1n a DAC isn't the only determ1ning fac­

tor in a CD player's sound, but it is an important 

one. Remote control is not yet universal. and we 

have included a tick box, more to show which 

machines don't have one than wh1ch do. The 

existence of electrical and/or optical digital out­

puts is important for future upgrading with an 

outboard DAC. as a rule electrical outputs are 

the most desirable. Phase inversion in the digital 

domain is rare on one box players but can make 

quite a big difference if you've got golden ears. 

Headphone sockets are useful but beware of 

those without volume controls. Track entry key­

pads are those w1th calculator style buttons wh1ch 

makes track access much quicker. 

Product £Price Comments 
... Aiwa XC·300 

A1wa XC·750 

... AMC COG 

Arcam Delta 270 

Aura C0-50 

AVI S2000MC 

.._ Denon DCD-595 

... Denon DCD-695 

Denon DCD-890 

Denon DCD-1290 

Dual COt 080RC 

.._ Genexxa CD-4900 

.._ Goodmans Delta 700 

Grund1g F1ne Arts C02 

.._ Harman Kardon HK7725 

JVC XL-V264 

... JVC XL-Z464 

JVC XL -Zt 050 

Kenwood DP-3050 

Kenwood DP-7050 

.._ Linn Karik 

... Marantz C0-5211 

... Marantz CD-5211SE 

Marantz CD-72SE 

.._.._ Meridian 206.E 

.._ Mendian 208 

Mission DADS 

.._ Musical Fidelity COT 

... NAD 502 

Nakamichi CD-4 

Orelle CD-160.2 

... Philips CD732 

... Philips CD920 

Philips CD930 

... Phil1ps CD950 

Pioneer PO-t 02 

PIOneer PO-S802 

.._ Pioneer PO-M701 

Pioneer PD-M901 

... Pioneer PD-S901 

...... Quad 67 

... Rotel RC0-945AX 

...... Rotel RCD-965BX 

Sansu1 CO-X317 

Sansui CD-X617 

Sansui CD-Aipha 717DR 

.._.._ Sherwood CD-3020R 

.._ Sherwood CD-501 OR 

150 A+ Cheap, cheertul and gratifyingly free of digital'nasties', well-equipped but safe rather than thrilling on the sonic front. 

200 A A refined version of the XC-700, sadly it has lost the magic of the original 

349 G+ Based on the same 1-Bit circuit as Rotel's RCD-965BX but with a raunchier, beefier but less transparent sound. 

800 G+ The dry but tightly-focussed and supremely detailed sound of this player will either beguile or aggravate, depending on taste' 

400 G- Based on an older Philips board with new CDM9 transport, this is a slim player with an innocuous sound 

999 G+ A stylish, midi-width player with an exceptionally refined and comlortable sound. Lacks passion 

180 G Lacks the 695's pitch control but prov1des a smoother sound by way of recompense 

200 G A rough diamond with a raunchy sound to match. Pitch feature will be of interest to budding musicians. 

270 G- Similar to the DCD-1290 in its execution, sounds lively and powertul but lacks subtlety. 

330 G- Looks the business but sound is a real five-minute wonder. Its compelling fizz lasts about as long as a firework. 

220 A- Strange-sounding player with a top-heavy treble that does little to redress its lack of vibrancy and emotion 

129 A A l1ttle th1n on detail, build quality and dynamics but thin on price too' 

110 A+ A 16-bit alternative to the CD65011 that furnishes a colourtul and animated sound 

190 A- A stylish-looking player with a disappointingly vagu:_ approach to music-making 

800 VG This flagship implementation of RLS sounds impressively bold and dynamic - a genuine rock 'n roller! 

160 A Even the latest PEM DAC cannot rescue the slightly grubby and uninteresting sound of this player 

200 G+ This latest variation on a traditional 200 theme is no less impressive than JVC's past generations. 

500 A Technically advanced and luxuriously equipped, this player rernains rather bland and unsatisfying on audition 

200 A+ A slightly over -cooked version of the DP-3040 with a highly civilised but uninteresting sound. 

350 A Kenwood's first sowing of Phi lips' Bit Stream technology has fallen on stony ground judging by its dry and awkward sound 

1497 VG Based on Linn's original CD transport, this player sounds dry but very positive, detailed and engrossing 

230 G Launched to usurp the position of its own CD-52SE, the '5211 is less colourtul but equally appealing 

300 G A new mains transformer plus the full complement of internal mods has recaptured the frothy if startling sound of the original '52 

600 G+ A recommendation just eluded the grasp of this superbly built player thanks to its very polished but restrained sound. 

995 E A new variation on the 206 t11eme with the most liquid and captivating sound to date 

1550 E State of the art CD sound combined with a decent preamp and full remote control 

300 A+ Similar to Philips' 600-series: lively, plenty of space and full of 'bounce' but a little too eager to impress in the short term 

5019 G+ Oddball player with a cheap top-loading transport and appaling digital gubbins yet saved by the euphony of its valves' 

220 G This updated version of the 5425 has traded the spontaneity of its forebear for a more precise but mechanical style ol music 

380 A- This looks new enough but sounds little better than the older CD Player 4 upon which it is firmly based. 

750 A- Based on Philips traditiOnal 16-bit technology but suffering an unusually disjointed and undynamic sound . 

140 A+ A cross between Philips CD690 and CD920 is no more technically accomplished but encourages a very lively and entertaining sound 

160 A+ A new budget player with an appall1ng technical record but a surprisingly clean if understated sound 

200 G- Featuring digital circuitry similar to Marantz's players but a sound that's a little too ripe and soft . 

350 G+ Philips' top 900-series player is the first to employ its advanced DAC7 chipset. Sounds very crisp, clear and confident. 

150 A Smooth and littered with plenty of underlying detail, this budget player remains distinctly unadventurous 

350 G Once again Pioneer's LLC topology only served to split and confuse the listening panel. it's good, but quirky! 

330 G+ A 6-disc multichanger from the originators of the breed. A little untidy perhaps, but still sounds fresh, dynamic and exciting 

450 A Another 6-disc multichanger based on the PD-M70 t but with the addition of various ·sound Field' options. Listening is hard work 

500 G+ The very refined but confident, crisp and powertul sound of the '901 snatches Pioneer's LLC concept from the jaws of defeat 

790 E Deceptively sleek in appearance but w1th a powertul, fluid and captivating sound reminiscent ot Meridian's 206 . 

230 G Based on the same GO-player-on-a-chip as Philips CD690 but with improved execution and build . 

300 E An exceptionally refined bitstreamer: transparent. exquisitely detailed and powertully emotive. A landmark player 

250 A Not in the same class as older CD-X311 mkll. Same technology but the sound is neither as responsive or engaging 

350 A This 'double-DAC' version of the CD-X317 is more impressive, sounding light and tizzy with pop but dull with classical CD's 

1560 G+ A beautifully constructed if rather dated flagship player with an equally sedate and unadventurous sound. 

130 G Although this budget wonder has little respect for musical convention, what emerges is still remarkably entertaining 

160 G+ A warm, detailed and enjoyable pertormance from a solidly built but affordable package. 

Toshiba BS 107 

PDM Bitstrm 119 

PDM Bitstrm • 124 

Hybrid • 124 

SAA7321 • 119 

20-bit 119 

18-bit • 128 

18-bit • 124 

18-bit • 112 

18-bit • 107 

MASH/PWM • 107 

MASH/PWM • 124 

16-bit 128 

SAA7350 128 

18-bit RLS • 124 

PEM Bitstrm • 128 

PEM bitstrm • 124 

PEM Bitstrm • 119 

NPC Bitstrm • 124 

PDM Bitstrm • 119 

Crystal BS • 119 

PDM Bitstrm • 119 

PDM Bitstrm • 119 

bitstream • 112 

Crystal BS • 119 

PDM Bitstrm 83 

bitstream • 107 

hybrid 112 

MASH/PWM • 119 

18-bit • 124 

16-bit • 124 

SAA7341 • 128 

SAA7341 • 1 t9 

PDM Bitstrm • 112 

DAC7 • 112 

PFM Bitstrm • 128 

PFM BS • 124 

PDM Bitstrm • 117 

PDM Bitstrm • 117 

PFM Bitstrm • 119 

Crystal BS • 124 

SAA7341 • 124 

PDM Bitstrm • 100 

MASHIPWM • 107 

MASHIPWM • 112 

MASH/PWM • 124 

NPC bitstrm • 119 

PDM Bitstrm • 124 
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Three easy steps for a 
better mail order service 

0732 458985 

Sevenoaks Hi Fi 
Confiden�e 
So you've read your hi fi magazine and decided to buy 
a new Hi Fi Separate, Mini System or Video Recorder 
But you are unable to visit your local hi fi shop, or 
perhaps they don't have what you want tn stock at a 
truly competitive price? 
The simple solution is to call Sevenoaks Hi Fi and buy 
with confidence from a retailer that has been in 
business for over 20 years and dealt successfully with 
thousands of mail order customers. 

Secure 24 hour 
Delivery service 
All our Mail Order Sales are sent via Parcelforce on 

their 24 hour delivery service, with your equipment 
fully insured against loss or damage. If you are not in 
at the time of delivery, a card will be left with a 
telephone number for you to contact and arrange a 
new delivery time. Our carriage charge for UK 

Mainland is only £7. 00. � 
CUSTOMERS PLEASE NOTE· • Keep all packaging and instructions, if you have 

a problem the eqwj:Jment must be returned in it's original packaging. • We 
refund the cost of returns in the first 12 months via compensation fee post. • 
Our own fully trained service engineers are capable of repairing 99% of faults in 
our own workshops. • Goods are not available for assessment or sale or return. 

• See our main advertisement for details of our Price Promise. 
r--------------, 
I Please send me 1 
_____________ Fmtsh ____ _ 

I I I enclose cheque/card no and Complete your 

I expiry date for£ details and post to: I 

I card No. Sevenoaks Hi Fi, V 
I 111 London Road, cftJ 

Expiry Date Sevenoaks, I 

I Name KentTN131BH 

1 Address-------

1 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 

I Postcode 1 
L Dayttme Tel SEVENOAKs HI Fl 1 

______________ ..... 

Sevenoaks Hi Fi, 111 London Road, Sevenoaks, Kent TN13 1BH- Mail Order Hotline 0732 458985 
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CO players continued 
Product £Price Comments 

Sony CDP-X303ES 

Sugden SOT -1 

Teac CD-P3500 

.6. Teac CD-P4500 

T eac VRDS-1 0 

.6. Technics SL-PG340A 

.6. Technics SL -PG440A 

.6..6. Technics SL-PG520A 

.6..6. Technics SL-PS620A 

Woodside WS2 

Yamaha CDX-670 

CO transports 

550 A+ A disappointingly lean and inconsistent result from a player that puts the 'high' in technology if not fidelity 

850 A Bearing in mind Sugden's SOA-1 converter lies at the heart of this player, its unpredictable pertormance is disappointing 

200 A A well-meaning attempt to pare-down the CD-P4500 results in a similar looking player with a thoroughly uninspiring sound 

280 G TEAC's first genuine 1-bit player its sound described as having a certain 'organic warmth', very composed and easy-going. 

770 A+ A basic analogue stage compromises lhe potential of TEAC's superb engineering and digital electronics. Lacks bass energy 

150 A+ No more or less impressive than the old SL -PG320A, this new version is attractive enough if slightly reslrained 

170 G This mix of the SL -PG520 and '420 fails to benefit from the strengths of either and only just achieves recommendation. 

180 G+ A cracking player. Superb clarity and dynamics, thrilling but musically involving too 

200 G+ A costlier, larted-up version of the SL-PG520A that loses very little in the way of clarity, sparkle or in compelling dynamics 

1095 G+ Responded well to our jazz and classical seleclion bul sounding bnght and grainy with the pop CD's 

290 G- Yamaha has retained the CDX-660 casework but cut costs with a new multi-lask IC that's not entirely de-bugged. 

A 
CD player can be split into two basic 

components; the disc drive or transport, 

and a device which tums the digital bit­

stream coming off the disc into an analogue 

audio Signal. This is called a digital to analogue 
convertor or DAC Although most players are 
contained in a single box. expensive players are 

usually two box affairs. 

used to upgrade an existing CD player. Thus an 

early machine with a satisfactory transport can be 

rejuvenated by adding an outboard DAC 

The columns on the right indicate the facili­

ties available on a transport or DAC Remote 
control is self explanatory. The existence of elec­

tncal and/or optical digital in and outputs is pretty 

fundamental to transports and DACs, as a nu le 
electrical outputs are the most desirable. Class I 

transports are those with an output whose crys-

Although many of these units will be pur­

chased as matching pairs, a DAC can also be 

Product £Price Comments 

.6. Arcam Delta 250 

.6. Counterpoint DA-11 E 

.6. Meridian 200 

TEAC P-2 

TEAC P-2s 

.6. Theta Data Basic 

Wadia 8 

DACs 

750 G+ Arcam's best effort yet is a new design based on the Philips CDM9 transport; specification includes Sync Lock facility. 

1495 VG By rights this transport should be highly incompatible yet it delivers a remarkably vivid and natural sound. 

895 G+ Broadly compatible and offering a light, fresh and very bubbly sound that is both natural, engaging and unfatiguing 

3500 G Beautifully styled and constructed but sound is bleached and generally less inspiring than that of the P-1 0 

4300 A+ The latest version of Teac's luxury P-2 transport sounds as over-engineered as it looks. 

1990 G+ A mild-mannered transport capable of marvellous results with lively-sounding outboard converters. 

3195 G Includes a budget version of Teac's VROS mechanism in a fancy case; just too expensive for the performance on offer. 

Product £Price Comments 

Woodside DAC1 

.6. Woodside DAC2 

909 G Fine but slightly dated and costly package in performance terms - but flexible, musical and t well built 

509 G+ Offering a sharp and dynamic sound, all the more captivating for its lack of graininess and 'tizz'. A reliable upgrade 

PLM Bitstrm . 124 

16-bit 119 

PDM Bitstrm . 112 

PDM Bitstrm . 107 

DAC7 . 119 

MASH/PWM . 128 

MASHIPWM . 124 

MASHIPWM . 107 

MASH/PWM . 112 

16-bit 95 

PDM Bitstrm . 124 

tal clock accuracy that's better than ± 50ppm 

(parts per million), certain DACs won't lock onto 

transports With a lower clock accuracy. DAC 

type shows the specific convertor chip employed. 

In much the same way that an amp's output is 

not indicative of its sound quality. the chip used 
in a DAC isn't the only determining factor in a 

CD player's sound. Phase inversion in the digital 
domain can make quite a big difference if you've 

got a high resolution system and golden ears. 

Hybrid 

18-bit 

Bitstream 

DAC7 

20-bit 

20-bit 

16-bit 

SAA7350 

DAC7 

Crystal 

DAC7 

SAA7321 

SAA7321 

DAC7 

18-bit 

PDM Bitstrm 

Crystal 

TDA1541 

16-bit 

16-bit 

130 

130 

96 

96 

130 

130 

130 

127 

127 

101 

127 

127 

113 

113 

127 

103 

127 

101 

101 

113 

113 

127 

113 

127 

113 

87 

101 
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EST. 1972 
6-7 Central Parade Hoe Street 
Walthamstow London E 17 4RT 
(Near Tube and Cinema) Fax: 081-503 6677 

PRICE PROMISE 
AV PRO-LOGIC AMPS/RECEIVERS 

U KENWOOD 
KRV6060/7050 ... ....... .. £349/£399 
KAV3700/7700 . . ....... £299/£599 

- KAV8500.. . . ...... £699 
STR D 511/611 .... ....... .. £279/£329 

c.:J SONY 
TAAV570 KIT . . ............. £499 0 DOBY PRO KIT.. . . ........ £349 
SAVA3... .. .... £799 
TAAV510B . . . .............. £399 .... TECHNICS 
SAGX550LK .. 
SAGX350LK .. 

. .............. £449 
.. .... £329 

. . ... ...... £569 

... .......... £469 
. ..................... £379 

0 PIONEER 
VSAD802S .. 
VSA701S .. 1:1: VSX452 .. 

6��P
A

E
Hfoo . . . ............... £369 

... DSPE 580/1000 .......... £449/£669 ... RXV 470.. .. .................. £399 
DSPA780/970.. . . ..... £629/£799 
DSPA2070 . . ............. £1099 > MARANTZ 
PM?OOAV.. .. ...... £399 
MA POWER AMP .... ........ . £249 

TUNERS 
ST40JST53L ........... £139.90/£169.90 
ST63/ST72L ............ £229.90/£229.90 
CASSETIE DECKS 
SD531SD63 ............ £229.90/£269.90 
SD415 .. . £209.90 
CD PLAYERS 
C053 . ..£199.90 
C052MKII SE AWARD ... . ... £299.99 
CD63 ........................ ... . .... C249.99 
C072. . .. £499.99 
CD10 ... . ..... £1099.90 
AV AMPS 
PM700AV . ... ................ .. ... SPECIAL 
AVSOOPREE .. ....................... £599.99 
MASOO POWER ........ . ......... £249.99 
SPEAKERS le( AVSOOPRE AMP . . . ..... ...... £599 

SR73 RECEIVER .. . ......... .. ... . £699 DS11M20 . ....... ............... £199/£299 
.. _______________ ... D$440/660 . ....... .... . .... £499/£699 

DCC RECORDERS 

MAIL ORDER FOR FAST & EFFICIENT 
Our mail order service is fast and efficient. All we require 

are your credit card details when your order is placed. 

Our Data Post Service operates daily, ensuring quick, 

safe delivery. Carriage is FREE OF CHARGE FOR 
ANY SALE OVER £100 throughout the UK, but not on 

price match'. Delivery charge of £8 per unit below 1 OK. 

MAIL ORDER 
� HOTLINE :Z 

081-520 7277 
1. All goods fully guaranteed 
2. All goods brand new 
3. Delivery free FREE DELIVERY l\IAINLAND UK 
4. All prices include VAT 

081-520 7277 
e Our own service department will make sure 
you continue to enjoy that great sound both 
during and after our one year warranty period. 

Our prices are competitve but should 
a product be available at a lower price 
from an authorised dealer . • .  

MIDI SYSTEMS TAF270 ..................... £229 
COMPACT 259 . . . ..... £449 CASSETTE DECKS 
MINI SYSTEMS TCW435 . . .... . ..... ...... .. £149 
MHC 3800 ... . .. .. ..... ... £629 TCFX150 ..................... £99 
MHC 2750 . ........ ....... £549 TCWR635 .. .. ....... . ..... £239 
MHC 2800 . .. ....... . .. ... £449 TCK311 ..................... £�29 
AMPLIFIERS CD PLAYER 

F670ES.. .. ............. £279 CDP711E.. .. .... £2�9 

PIONEER 
MIDI SYSTEMS CTW420A. . .. . ... £149 
J50/J10 ............ £899/£459 CTS 320 ................... £149 
MINI SYSTEMS CTS 420 ... ............... £179 
N33M/N53M .... £349/£449 CTW620R . ...... .. .. ... .. £199 
N93 ........................... £689 TUNERS 
CASSETTE DECKS F229 ... ... . .. . ....... ... . £1�9 
CTS 410 .... .. ... .... .... . .. £149 F401 ..... ...... . ............. £139 
CTS 620 .... ...... ... ...... . £249 F301.. . . ............. £149 

KENWOOD 

We will beat it b up to £20! 
SPEAKERS 

llBL. 
1·1ill#[el;l�j§•I•J#f.1!§;1 
���";:,�� . ...... ............. £1491£179 SPEAKERS A PAIR 
TLX130/140 .......... .......... £2.491£349 7601 .... ... ············ 

AMPLIFIERS TLX150/160 ··:·::::::·::::::·:::=�� �::�.
E BEST BUY 

KA1()3()65-WPCH .. ............ £139.00 �'fs
1
;��!�:: . .... . ........ £6991£1099 7531 

:::�E6
S
s0�W�H

·
:: ·. ::::

·:��::: HUG1/G2 ... . ....... £1991£399 7641 ... . 
KA3060 80-WPCH . ............ £229.00 7651 
KA4050A 70-WPCH ... . .... £279.00 780SE BEST BUY 

wamo� �:=�=��H ........•. ��.� r�s£�:1;@ ·1·1"·!!3;1 

TUNERS ..... .. ......... :.g�:�: I·Uii;(•l;i�j§•I•J:f.!l3;1 KT 1060L . . . ... £119.00 �;�··
.
· 

KT 2050L . .£149.00 VSBloot\iiOO·: .
.... ······ ···:.·�;:,·: ��houe 

.. 
lie 

KT 3050L. . .. £179.00 '"'" 
KT 6050 ... . .. £299.00 Comet 60.2 
CASSETTE DECKS Concert 11 

�;:::. :
·
:::
·
::::::::::::::::::::::�:: •·s•••:[,];!�i3•*•1#·'•3;' ����

·
;
·
ocj 

KX 7050 ... . . ...... £329.00 SPEAKERS Ouldoor 
KX 7050$ . . . ............. ........ £399.00 L71SAT6 .... . 

MINI SYSTEMS CASSETTE DECKS KX 9050 ... . . . .. ... . . ......... £549.00 VS8/IJS10 .. . 
UO 30� .............. ...... £379 KXW6050 ................. £169 TWIN CASSETTE DECKS VS12NS15 
MIDI SYSTEMS KXW4050 .. ........ ....... £149 KXW 4060... ..£179.00 DC10 .. . 

SONY PIONEER DD82/DD92 . ...... ...... .... . £399/£799 M27 .. . ... ... £439 KX5530 ..................... £179 KXW 6060 ... ......... ......... . . £199.00 1-----------------1 KXW 806{)... . . .  £259.00 DM600i Improved . . .. ...... £179.95 AMPLIFIERS 
f·11ii:[el;l�j§•U]:f·1!*1 1·1ill#[e];!&.:HJ•I•]:f.!!*l �����::�� :: . : ::·: :  ::·: . �:: EX-DISPLAV g

D
P
P
D2
3050
� .. Y .. E�-� ... .................... £169.00 t-11JI:[el;l@§•l•l:t·1!*' g�����:��E : : : .. ::::::::��:: TCK 611 Dolby 5 � PM53 70W,PCH .. .... .......... £249.99 'I £199 00 

T :�� �:W�H·· 
.... :.:::

·
:::::::�:: 

oPsoso .. . .. :.:.:::::£269:00 ���6HONES £38 95 ���Improved . . ·:··:::::��:� 

SENNHEISER 

A300X £179 PM44SE... . . .... £199.99 
PM54SE ........................ . .... £299.99 
PM52SE... . ... ....... £299.90 AMPLIFIERS PROFESSIONAL RECORDERS 

TAF211B 30W,PCH ............ £149.00 CP130JCP230 ...... ........... £2491£399 
i�;:�� =:��-M�� . :::g:::: ���Lj�����H 

CP430/PM0222 ... ... . ... £499/£329 
TAF542E 90W,PCH ... . .. £299.00 A202 40 W,PCH . :: :: ::::: : :::.:::���:= RECEIVERS 
TUNERS A300X40 W PCH ............... £179.00 SR52/SR53 ...................... £139/£169 
STS 2118/STS311LB ... .. £129/£199 A400 60 Wf.cH £259.99 SR7liSR82 ......... . .... . .. . £699/£849 
STS 505ES ............................ £249.00 A400X60 W.PCH::

·· 
.£249.00 

��N��1��-�-�-�--�-��-�� .. £99.oo ��;o��Hs ·:.·:.··.·:.·:.·.··r:4�r
95: •••mrr.�••• 

TCK215B/415B ................ £129/£179 TUNERS TCK511S .. . . .. . ............ ..... £249.00 F202U401l. ........ . TCK611S Best Buy .............. £299.00 F301RDSI502RDS TWIN CASSETTE DECKS F502RDSIF93 .......... . 
�g����-��-�-��---�-�·.

·
.·.��-��9�: �0::1:0�.�-�

UAL 
... £399/£579 302/304 ... ........................ £179/£239 

ggp';�JJ��345 .......... £149J£229 gtg2,�?����--·· -�·.
·
.
·
.·.�--���:: :NE.Rs

··· .. ........ £349.00 

CDP715EICDP915E . ....... £2491£299 SOT500:V4000TV .. ... £3999/£3300 402 ... .................................. . £169.00 
COPX100 ··· ···· ..... £799.00 CD PLAYERS PRE AMPS 
�DSPE��%:��-��. £599/�99 �� :::::::::::::::::·:�;g:� �:';�As·· . £209/£339 
OAT RECEIVERS PD$702/802 ...... . . ... £309/£349 
WMO OT-1 .... ....................... £279.00 PDS901/PD77........ ..1:499/£1099 1600/1700 . . . . . .  £3.59/1:579 
OTC 690/DTC GOES ......... £599/£799 CO PLAYERS MulTi POWER AMPS 
TCO 07 ········· ······ ................ £449.00 POM602/M701........ .. £269/£329 210012700 ........................ £309/£469 MINI DISCS POM901/M602 ........ . ... £449/£449 208 POWER ............................... £899 ��������o1 .. ...... �99/£799 6��:ri-����s ........... £499.00 902/906 ... ..£199,r 499 
COMPACT 190/195.... £329/£379 CT$2201320. . ........... 1:169/£199 CASSETIE DECKS 
COMPACT 2901295 .......... £399/£449 CT$420/520.... . .. . .... . C249/C279 602/6100 ... . .. . ... £199/£309 
COMPACT 490 .......... ······ ... £499.00 CTS620/62DG .................. £329/£339 CD PLAYERS 
��N�s�:��� ................ £299/£329 ���2gf�i'ir-e·o·Ec·K�

791£999 500015011502 .. . . .. £3191£1791£229 
MHC650J2900 .......... ..... £379/£499 CTW420PJ620R .......... ..... £199/£249 TURNTABLES 
MHCC50/C70 . ............ £499/£599 CTM601 MULTVCTW820fl ..... £379/t299 5120/533 ........ ................. £119/£199 
MHC4900J5900AV ... ...... £799/£999 TURNTABLES SPEAKERS PAIRS MHC7900AVELECTROSTATIC ... £1400 PL2251335....... .. C119/C149 8011800 . ...... ...... .... . . .. £99/£149 

GRAPHIC EQUAliSERS 8021804 . . • . • . • . . • . • . • . • . . . • . . . . . .  £229/£329 �r�1�� �- GR555f777 . . . .. .  L1991t249 RECEIVERS 
-��1U I� I, ��STEMS 

. . .. C399/t549 701fl05 ................. ...... ... £259/£329 
1·1ill:!el;l�j#j•l•l#·1!§;1 34001500 : : :. . ..... ...... CS491L779 

JV600/J700 . . ..... .... . tll79/t999 HARMON KARDON JY6(Xl[)h:lazerV"ISO'I�� £1199 
.......... £199.00 MINI SYSTEMS 

.... : .. :::·:�::� ���OfooW .. .... :::· .. ::::::.:�= 1·1ill#(•l;l&43•*•J:f.1!3;1 
00100WM .C549 AMPS 

............ . £129.00 HK6150 ................. ............... £199.90 
.. . .... . ........ £159.00 HK6250 ... . .... . ...... ........... .. £279.90 
.. . .... . ..... .. £239.00 HK6350R. .. . . ........... £399.90 

. ..... £169/£199 i•·�,·�·�·=ffi,.�,;�n�=�rn·�··�·ii'=*�·�'·�·�;i• ����.: .. ::::::::::::::·::::::.:::::::��:: 

(199.00 

£599.00 
.. £149.00 

... . £119.00 
.... . ........... . ..... £99.00 

.... . ............ £149.00 
..... £199.00 

.... . £259.00 
. ..... £399.00 

g�_
ETTE DECKS 

. . 
�-· AVA30 ................................ £1149.90 

OR2 ... . . ... ...... g-.. TUNERS 
OR1 ................................. ......... a:. .. TU9200 CD PLAYERS a.. TU9400 
C04... . ···· ······ · ·· ........ t; .. TU9600 
��:::: .............. ········· :·:::::::::·:·� : �����ERS 
���-�

FIERS 
. .. . . � .. H07450 

IA2 • . •  . ..... <.!J. .. H07500 11 TUNERS :Z HD7525 
ST2/ST7 ............... ····· ······ ···· · ;:i; · TL8500 

Visit our Showrooms 
Open Mon-Sat 9am-6pm 

Please ring before com1ng for stock avaalab1IJty 

p�������i��!v?���.������:���?���sK��s g:�:���·
·
· [���gm, ill!! ��i �!�5 BOXES AND FULLY GUARANTEED FOR 12 MONTHS GRAPHIC EQUALISERS HD530" ... .. .. £89.95 B&W SOLID SERIES 

MARANTZ KE206078AND ... · . .......... £149.00 HD54011 ............................... . £109.95 SolldMomtor 
GE7030.. . ..... £229.00 HD560 11 .......... . ...... ...... .... . £129.95 Single Solid CD PLAYERS WAS 

MARANTZ CO 52SE M2 ... . ..... £299.00 
MARANTZ CO 10/CO 53 ....... ... .£1199/£199 
MARANTZ CD 52 M2 .£229 
MARANTZ 72/63 .. ...................... £449.99/£249.99 
AMPLIFIERS 
MARANTZ PM32/63 ....... . ......... £139.99/£299.99 
MARANTZ PM52SEJ44SE ........... £299.90/£199.99 

CASSETIE DECKS SONY 

NOW 
V) 

a:W 
o!,! 
u. a: 
"'a. 
Zf-
0:� "' 

TCK611 S ... . . .. . ........ ............ £329 . .............................. £259 
TUNERS 
STS 311/211 ............................. .. £�99/£129 .............. £149/£89 

PIONEER 
A400/400X ................................ .. £259/£299 ............ £189/£239 
AMPLIFIERS 
102/602 ......................... .......... .. £�29/£329 .............. £99/£269 
TUNERS 
F202/401 .... ...... ........ . .. ....... .. £129/£179 .............. £99/£139 
F301/502ROS ... . ................. ..... £199/£249 ............ £13911:199 

NAD 
AMPLIFIERS 
302 ............................................... £169 .............................. £129 
3041306 ......... ....... .... .................... £229/£329 . ........... £169/£249 
CASSETIE DECKS 
602/6100 .... 

TUNERS 
. ... .... £� 59/£299 ... . .... £139/£199 

402/41 00.......... . ....... . . ...... ... £159/£209 . ........... £129/£169 
CD PLAYERS 
5021505 MULTI .... ........................ £219/£299 ............ £179/£229 
5000... . .......... £299 .............................. £199 

SPEAKERS TANNOY 
60311/60511 .................................. £13911:169 ............ £109/£139 
6071V60911 ....................... .......... £179/£239 ............ £269/£219 
611 IV61511 .................................. £429/£749 ............ £359/£669 

KENWOOD 
KRV6060.............. .. ................. £349... ...... .. .................. £299 
KRV6050/7050 ..... .... .... .... . . . ... £349/£429 .. .. .. .. £299/£339 
CASSETIE DECKS 
KXZ3050/5530 . ............................ £179/219 .............. £149/£179 CD PLAYERS 
DP2050/3050 ............................... £169/£199 .... ..... .. . £139/£159 
DP5osonoso ... . ............ ............ £269/£349 .. .. . . .. £219/£299 

..I VC 
................................................. .............................. £189 

.. .. ..... .. ........ ...... .. ......... ......... ..... ........ ..... £279 

MIDI SYSTEMS Solid Team 
M28128MG .. . .. . . . ... ..... £499/£599 Solid Bass Station 
M47/47MG .. .......... .... ..... £599/£749 Solid Twin Bass 

����;�� ::::·::::::::::::��= l·!iil#[e!;!�j§•I•J:f·1!§;1 �����
Bass 

M97GJ97MG ...... . .... £1249/£1299 1/3... . . ...... £99.99/£119.99 SolidVert1cale. 
SPEAKERS 5f7 ... . .... £159.991t209.99 Solid Array 
CM7ESI5ES ... .. £99/£79 9/11/15 . .... £259.99/t279.991t369.99 
SW9001700 .................... . £2591£299 TANNOY CS6-CENTREIOMN17 .... £149/£169 
MINI SYSTEMS 1·11JI;(,J;J@!:j•I•J#·1!3;1 WHARFEDALE 
�g:?��� :::::::::::::::::::�:�: 1·11JI:!el;l�j§•l•l:t·1!3;1 ::: 
U0701fl51M ................. £7491E799 CRS315 .... . ......... . ............ £89/£129 607 ii 
UD901/951... ······ .. £999/£1049 CRS719. . .. .. £199/£299 609 i1 TURNTABLES MODUS CNBIMICR0 ........... £691£99 611 i1 
P100 FOR MINI SYSTEM .... ..... £89 MODUS MINI/MONITOR .. £129/£149 615 ii 
KD491F... . .  £99.00 MODUS CENTRE ............ .... £99/£49 6S316S5 

Technics 
AMPLIFIERS RSTR474K T'WIN ................. £199.00 SLP2000K 
SUVZ220K 30W,PCH .......... £129.00 RSTA575K ... ...................... £249.00 EQUALISER 
SUVZ320K 4rJW.PCH .......... £169.00 RSTR979K .... .... . .............. £379.00 SHESSK 
SUA600K4rJW,PCH ........... . £199.00 RSBX501K... . .£179.00 SHE51K ............ . 
SUA700K 45W.PCH ... ........ £249.00 RSBX646K ........................... £229.00 M(OI SYSTEMS 
SUABOOK SSW,PCH . . . ..... £329.00 RSBX74 7K ... ... .................. .  £299.00 CDX12Q-40WPCH .. 
SUA900K 80W,PCH ........... £399.00 CD PLAYERS COX32Q-SOWPCH 
SUE2000K PREAMP .... ...... £699.00 SLPD667 .. . . .. .................. . £179.00 COX520-60WPCH 
SEA21XXlK POWEA·100W .... . C1049 SLPD867 ... ................ ........ £199.00 MINI SYSTEMS TUNERS SLPG340AK . .. ..................... £149.00 SCCH404-35WPCH 
STGT 650LK·RDS. . .... £229.00 SLPG360AK . ............ ........... £149.00 SCCH505-50WPCH 
STGT 550LK-ROS. ..£189.00 SLPG440AK .. . .................... £169.00 SCCH515·MUL TJ CD 
ST 610lK .. ..... . .. . . ........... £129.00 SLPG560AK .. .................... £199.00 SCCH750-50WPCH ... . CASSETTE DECKS SLPS740AK ... ... . ... . ........ £249.00 SCCH950-PRO LOWE 
RSTR373K TWIN ............... .. £179.00 SLPS840K... . . .. ... £429.00 SCCH9090-0AC 

SAN SUI 
.,. .. : ,,, ;l&i3 •l•l #'·1! �; 

AMPLIFIERS AMPLIFIERS TUNERS 
AXA662BK .. ......................... £259.99 AUX517RI417R .............. . £449/£299 TUX317L 
AXR562XBK .£239.99 AUX317/117 . ... . ........... . £269/£169 CASSETIE DECKS 
P\I.A472BK ........................... £189.99 AV9000/AUX619R .. . . .. £699/£699 OX419HX/317WR 
AXA442BK.. . ...................... £189.99 CO PLAYERS MIDI SYSTEMS 
���

BK ..................... . .  £159.99 gg�������-· ·····::::::::::::��� ����
··· 

FX362BK ... . ..... ... £129.99 
FX342BK . . . . .... . .... ... £119.99 CASSETTE DECKS MAIL ORDER (081) 520 7277 

�·;;;;;;;;;;�!!iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii: TOR452BK/X352 .............. £109/£139 I 
TDW708BK.I706BK ....... .. £219/£219 

ig��:�����-� .. :
· 
.. :
·
.:
·
.:
· 
.. ��-�.:s,.: 

Please supply ---------

DAT.XOZ1010TN ... .............. £849.99 CD PLAYERS 
XLV164BKI264 
XLZ464BK/M408 
XLMSOBBKIZ1050 

I enclose cheque/PO for £ ____ _ 

Expiry Date _________ _ 



Transport!DAC combos 
Product £Price Comments 

THE DIRECTORY 

Audio Alchemy DDS/DTI/XDP/P52 2047 A+ A multi-box combination with a Bit Stream DAC that is fundamentally more inspiring than its partnering transport. 

DPA Digital T -I/PDM2mkll 3245 G An ingenious combination that includes a clock-feed from the DAC to CD transport. Capable of astonishing results 

• EAD T-1000/DSP-1 000 2195 VG A two-box player based on Pioneer's Stable Platter CD transport. Its music always sounds fast, furious and fascinating. 

Linn Karik/Numerik 2495 G+ Partnering Linn's Numerik DAC with its Karik CD player (as transport) provides a dry, dynamic but also slightly dirty sound. 

DAC7 

DAC7 

20-bit 

20-bit 

0 120 

0 120 

0 120 

0 120 

Meridian 200/263 

• Meridian 602/606 

Proceed PDT3/PDP3 

•• TEAC P-700/0-700 

1390 G Now updated with Crystal Bit Stream technology, this popular duet has unfortunately lost much of the charm and poise of the original. 

3100 VG Meridian's top-of-the-range two-box player looks and sounds both distinctiue and elegant, the perfect partner for a cultured system' 

5214 G+ The third in a series of unusual transporVDAC combinations and a pairing that retains a powerful, confident and rugged sound 

Bit Stream 

DAC7 

20-bit 

0 120 

0 120 

0 120 

1500 VG They may tack the resolution of high-end colleagues but still sound warm, bubbly and perpetually entertaining. 

OAT players 

D 
AT, or digital audio tape, has been on 

the marl<.et fo1· quite some t1me now but 

has never really 'made it' as a consumer 

medium. probably due to the fact that very little 

prerecorded softwat-e has been made available. 

In the last year or so it has began to carve 

itself a niche at the top end of the marl<.et rep lac­

ing reel to reel tape reconders as the aud1ophile's 

Product £Price Comments 

tape based medium. 

The DA T standard specifies a 48kHz sam­

pling rate. which is higher than CD, so direct 

copying 1n the digital domain is only possible on 

those machtnes wtth dual sampling frequencies. ie 

48kHz and 44.1 kHz. Some machines also record 

at 32kHz to give a longer recording t1me for a 

given length of tape. this is shown in the LP 

20-bit 

mode column. 

0 120 

The opttcal and electrical in/outputs 1n the 

column headings are for dtgital signals. analogue 

in/outputs are universal. The AES/EBU and 

5/PDI F socketry is for connection to professtonal 

components and typtcally DA T machines with 

this faciltty have been made for the pro and semi­

pro marl<ets. 

JVC XD-Z1 01 OTN 

Panasonic SV-3700 

Tascam DA-30 

900 A+ Ambitious but ultimately disappointing deck with an opaque musical delivery and more features than you can shake a stick at 

1111 A Slick, powerfully equipped, this pro OAT has a clear, quick and colourful sound somewhat lacking in weight and substance 

1199 A+ Interesting pro OAT deck with solid, tangible sound quality which is nevertheless lacking in analysis 

111 

111 

111 

Headphones 

T
here are a variety of different approaches 

to headphone design. Amongst the more 

expensive models, electrostatic drivers are 

used in open-backed phones. The majority of 

these come with some fomn of transfomner 

which usually takes the signal from the speaker 
temninals on the amplifier, but some can run 

from a pair of tape out sockets. 

The more down to earth (see affordable) 

models feature dynamic, or moving coil, drivers in 

circular open or closed backed designs. The 

advantage of open backs seems to be a conre­

spondingly open sound, but one can also of 
course hear external noises. Closed-back designs 

are useful in Situations where it is necessary to 
block out background noise. but they aren't gen-

Product £Price Comments 

• AKG K1000 

AKG K135 

• AKG K240 Monitor 

• AKG K280 Parabolic 

• AKG K340 

AKG K44 

• AKG K400 

• AKG K500 

646 E One of the best dynamics on the market, hooks directly to speaker outputs and makes much of the competition sound lame 

46 A The K135s don't live up to the usual AKG standards, though they do have the ability to reproduce rhythm well 

=--
-=8:::2 G Something of a classic, these AKGs are very user friendly in all respects; sonically on the warm side of neu

:..:
t
..::
ra
_
l __ _ 

117 G+ A very revealing and unusual twin driver design that uses the same princtple as a satellite dish to beam sound into the ear 

191 E Heavyweight cans in most respects, the K340 with its electrostatic tweeter is a very revealing headphone 

42 A Good quality personal oriented phone, could have a better sense of space but is musically quite communicative 

118 VG Comfortable over long sessions. Sound is exquisitely detailed, dynamic and uncoloured 

138 G+ Open and clear, they reproduced music with impressive definition, balance is on the light side but transparency is high 

erally as good sonically. 

Another means of distinguishing different 

types is the way they sit on your head. There are 

three styles: circumaut-al models enclose the ear 

and rest on the side of the head: supra-aural 

designs feature a flat pad which presses on the 
outer ear (ptnna); and intra-aura Is rest instde the 

ear itself, and are popular with personal stereos. 

Extra-aural 99 

Supra-aural 63 

Circumaural 63 

Circumaural 63 

Circumaurat 75 

Supra-aural 99 

Supra-aural 121 

Circumaural 111 

Atwa HP-X30 

Audio-Technica ATH-9000 

26 G- A flashy personal stereo phone which alternatively could be used at home. A slight LF tonal preference colours the response Supra-aural 75 

• Audio-Technica ATH-910 

Beyer DT411 

• Beyer DT911 

• Beyer DT990 

• Jecklin Float ElectrostatiC 

• • Jecklin Float Model One ,;;,;..;;,;,;;...__ 

• Jecktin Float Model Two 

246 G Electrets which connect to the amps speaker outputs, it sounds a little too smooth but would suit aggressive amps 

90 G The closed-back 910s are an improvement on the 909s with a nice rhythmic quality rarely found with headphones 

59 G A reasonable but not very thrilling head phone that doesn't really offer enough at the price 

199 VG Probably too revealing for many headphone amps these are very subtle and fine if expensive cans 

109 VG A significant pair of dynamic headphones; they have a smooth and yet revealing neutral sound that is hard to criticise 

399 E These electrostatics have an openness of sound rarely found in the breed, with good dynamic range to boot 

75 G+ Whilst very unusual in appearance, the Floats give remarkable sound quality and openness at a reasonable price 

99 G+ Helmet shaped and pretty unflattering but open sounding and comfortable in the tong term. te tack of adjustment 

Circumaural 111 

Circumaural 55 

Supra-aural 111 

Circumaural 111 

Circumaural 55 

Circumaural 55 

Circumaural 55 

Circumaural 63 
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For a musical experience try our fidelity 

350 EDGWARE ROAD, LONDON W2 1FA 
Tel: 071-402 2100 Fax: 071-724 7750 

Estrl1976 

PRICE PLEDGE 
WE WILL MATCH OR BEAT ANY 

AUTHORISED DEALER ADVERTISED PRICE 
AMPLIFIERS 

AUDIO INNOVAnONS 

L 1 ........... £299.00 

Series 500 . ..................... £999.00 

Series 200 PRE. .. .. £349.00 

Series 200 POW... . .... £499.00 

AURA 

VA50 .. 

VA100 .. 

VA100C .. 

CAMBRIDGE 

.£249.90 

.. £299.90 

.. £349.90 

P25.. .. ............... £134.90 

C70 PRE/P70 POW . . ....... £375.00 

DENON 

PMA250111.. 

PMA35011 

PMA450 .. 

PMA480r .. 

HARMAN KARDON 

.. £159.90 

......... £219.90 

.......... £249.90 

.£219.90 

HK6150. .. ......... £199.90 

HK6250 . .. ....... £279.90 

HK63SOR .. .. £399.90 

HK6550 .. £429.90 

HK 1200 . . £279.90 

KENWOOD 

KA1030. .£129.90 

KA3020SE .. .. .. . . .. . . . . . . .. ... £199.90 

KA4040 . .. . . .. .. .. .. . .... £249.90 

KASOSO . . . .... £349.90 

MARANTZ 

PMS3 .. 

PM44SE . 

MUSICAL FIDELITY 

AIMII 

NAKAMICHI 

IA1. 

IA2 

IA3 

NVA 

AP35 

PIONEER 

A300X 

A400. 

A400X .. 

A602 

ROT EL 

RA920AX 

RA930AX 

RA935BX. 

RA940BX 

RA960BX 

RA980BX 

RB960BX 

RC980BX 

RB980BX 

SONY 

TAF211 B. 

TAF2428. .. ........... . 

TAF4428. 

TAF5428 .. 

TECHNICS 

SUVZ220 

SUVZ320 

SUA600 .. 

SUA700 

SUA800 .. 

SUA900 .. 

SUVX920 . 

YAMAHA 

AX470 .. 

AXS70 .. 

.. £249.90 

..£199.90 

.. £299.90 

.. £749.90 

.. £599.90 

...... £349.90 

.. £295.00 

£229.90 

. . £279.90 

...... £299.90 

.. £349.90 

.. £147.90 

.. £159.90 

.. £199.90 

.. £249.90 

.. .. . £299.90 

.. £399.90 

...... £210.00 

.. . . . £325.00 

.. £425.00 

...... £149.90 

.. .. . £179.90 

. . £249.90 

.... £299.90 

.. £1 09.90 

.. £134.90 

..£199.90 

.. £249.90 

. .£329.90 

.. £399.90 

. .£394.90 

... £239.90 

.. £289.90 

TUNERS 

AURA 

TU50. 

DENON 

TU260l 
TU380RD. 

TU580RD 

HARMAN KARDON 

TU9200. 

TU9400. 

MARANTZ 

STS3. 

ST63. 

.. £299.90 

..... £119.90 

... £189.90 

.£219.90 

.. £219.90 

.£299.90 

...... £169.90 

..... £199.90 

*FREE DELIVERY 
THROUGHOUT UK 

MAINLAND 

ABOVE £250.00 

PIONEER 

F202L . 

F401RDS ............... .. 

F676. 

FS50RDS.. .. ......... .. 

£129.90 

.. . £179.90 

£199.90 

£229.90 

ROTEL 

RT7930AX 

RT9SOBX .. 

RTC9SOAX 

SONY 

£159.90 

£199.90 

.. £419.90 

STS 211 LB . ............. ..... £129.90 

STS 311 LB . .. .. £199.90 

STSSOSES .. .. .. . . . .. .. .. . .. ... £249.90 

TECHNICS 

ST610LK. 

STG550. 

STG650. 

STG70 .. 

YAMAHA 

TX3SOL ................. .. 

TX470 .. 

.. £119.90 

.. .. £189.90 

.. ... £229.90 

. .. £249.90 

..... £129.90 

. £159.90 

I CASSETTE DECKS I 
ADF410 . .. £119.90 

ADF810 .. ...... £229.90 

XKS7000 £549.90 

ADWX828 . £199.90 

ADWX929 · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·  £229.90 

DEN ON 

DRMS40 .. £159.90 

DRS610. £199.90 

DRS710. . . . £259.90 

DRS810 .. . ..... £290.90 

DRW650 .. £199.90 

DRW760 .. ...... £249.90 

KENWOOD 

KX3050 .. ... £159.90 

KXW4060 . £169.90 

KXW8060 . .. £259.90 

NAKAMICHI 

DR1. £849.90 

DR2 .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... £599.90 

DR3 £399 90 

I TURNTABLES I 
ALPHASON 

Solo .. 

Sonata. 

. ........................ £439.90 

TECHNICS 

SLBD20 .. 

SLBD22 .. 

SLDD33 .. 

SLQD33 

SL1210MII 

THORENS 

TD180 .. 

TD166 VI.. 

TD166 VI REGA 

TD280 .. 

DENON 

DCD615 .. 

DCD890 .. 

DCD1290 

.... £759.90 

.. .£129.70 

.. .£149.90 

.. .£159.90 

....... £199.90 

....... £399.90 

.. .£179.90 

.£264.90 

...... £299.90 

................. £199.90 

.£179.90 

.... £269.90 

.£329.90 

HARMAN KARDON 

HD7450 .. .£199.90 

HD7225 ... .£229.90 

HD7325 .. ....... £299.90 

HD7425 .. .£349.90 

HD7525 .. .£449.90 

KENWOOD 

DP7050. .£299.90 

MARANTZ 

CD5211 . . ...... £199.90 

CDS211SE . ..£269.90 

CD63 .. .£249.90 

CD72 .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .£449.90 

CD72SE £549 90 

DOLBY PRO-LOGIC EQUIPMENT 
DENON 

AVC1530 ............... ..... £479.90 

AVR1000 .. £519.90 

AVC3020 .. £729.90 

AVC3530 ............ £999.90 

HARMAN KARDON 

AVR30. 

AVR15 . 

KENWOOD 

KP-V6050. 

KR-V7050 . 

KA-V8500. 

MARANTZ 

PM-700AV. 

AV-500RPE .. 

MA-500POW 

SR-73 .. 

SR-82. 

PIONEER 

VSX-452. 

RX202. 

PIONEER 

CTS220 . 

CTS420 . 

CT95 

SONY 

TCFX211 

TXK311 

TCK411 

TCK511 ............ .. 

TCK611 . 

TCW435. 

TCWR535. 

TCWR635S 

TECHNICS 

. .. £999.90 

... £POA 

.. .£349.90 

. .. £399.90 

. .. £699.90 

. .. £449.90 

. ..... £599.90 

.. . £249.90 

. .. £699.90 

... £849.90 

. .£399.90 

£599.90 

£169.90 

£249.90 

. £999.90 

... £99.90 

... £149.90 

£199.90 

£249.90 

. £299.90 
£169.90 

£199.90 

£279.90 

RSBX404 . .. .. . .. .. . .. .. .. . £179.90 

RSBX646.. .. .. . .. .. .. .. . £199.90 

RSBX747 .. .............. ...... £299.90 

RSTR515 . £269.90 

RSTR979. . £359.90 

YAMAHA 

KX3080 .. 

KX4080. 

KX580 

KX260 

KX360. 

KX650 .. 

KXW282 .. 

KXW482 .. 

KXW952 

.. £169.90 

£199.90 

. .. .. £249.90 

...... £159.90 

...... £199.90 

...... £259.90 

...... £199.90 

...... £249.90 

.. £499.90 

VSA-7015. 

VSA-08025 . 

ROTEL 

RSP-960AXPRE 

RB-956AXPOW 

SONY 

STRD-511 

STRD-611. 

TAAV-570R 

TECHNICS 

SAGX550 .. 

SAGX350 .. 

YAMAHA 

£499.90 

£599.90 

£399.90 

£325.00 

£279.90 

. .... £329.90 

..... £399.90 

....... £449.90 

.... £329.90 

RX-V470 . ............ . .. . . . £399.90 

..... £369.90 

£669.90 

DSP-E200 ............ . 

DSP-E1000 ........... .. 

DSP-A970. 

DSP-A2070 . 

NAKAMICHI 

CD4. 

MB3. 

PIONEER 

. £799.90 

..... £1099.90 

.£379.90 

.£649.90 

PDS502.. . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  • .. .. ... £189.90 

PDS702. .. . . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  • .. . . £249.90 

PDS802 .. .. .. . .. .. . .. . .. .. .. ... £289.90 

PDM602 . .. .. £269.90 

ROTEL 

RCD945AX 

RCD955AX . 
RCD965BX . 

RCD9658 XD .. 

RCD965LE .. 

RCD9658 XLED .. 

SONY 

....... £229.90 

.£199.90 
...... £299.90 

.£349.90 

. £379.90 

.£399.90 

CDP311. .£139.90 

CDP411.. ... ................ .£164.90 

CDP711. ... .. .. ............ ..£199.90 

CDP911. . ..... £249.90 

CDPX303ES .. .. .. . .. .. .. . ..... £499.90 

TECHNICS 

SLPG320 . 

SLPG440 .. 

................ £11990 

.£139.90 

Mail order; simply send your 

cheque together with your 

name and address, or phone 

your access or visa number . 

SLPS740. 

SLPS840. 

TEAC 

VRDS10. 

YAMAHA 

. £249.90 

. £419.90 

. ... £769.90 

CDX560. . ... £159.90 

CDX660 . ....................... £199.90 

LOUDSPEAKERS 

ACOUSTIC ENERGY 

AEI.. . £763.75 

B+W 

2001 .... £119.90 

2002. .. ..... £159.90 

DM600. . .. £179.90 

DM61 0.. . £239.90 

DM620. . .... .. £399.40 

Solid ....................... .... £229.90 

SolidTeam.. . £129.90 

BOSTON 

404V. .. .................. ...... £99.90 

525V ............... £149.90 

CASTLE 

Warwick ......................... £229.90 

Chester .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. ... £599.90 

CELESTION 

9 ............................ ... £269.90 

DL6 . . . . . . . . .. . .. .. . .. . ......... £184.90 

CERWIN VEGA 

VS8 .. 

VS10 ................ . 

VS12 . 

DC10 

DC12 .. 

HARMAN KARDON 

.. ....... £249.90 

. .... £349.40 

. ... £549.90 

......... £549.90 

. ... £649.90 

LS0200 ......................... £149.90 

LS0300 . .. . £199.90 

LS0500 . . £299.90 

INFINITY 

Rei 20. 

Rei 30 

Rel40 

. .............. £229.90 

Rei 50 ............... . 

Rel60 

Infinitesim al . 

JPW 

Sonata. 

AP3 .. 

KEF 

K120 ... 

K140 .. 

010 .. 

M90 .. 

M100 

MISSION 

760i ............ . 

760isc. 

762i ............. . 

7641 .. 

780 

781 . 

780SE. 

MONITOR AUDIO 

.......... £329.90 

£429.90 

. .... £549.90 

£749.90 

. .. £329.90 

. £114.90 

....... £224.90 

. £169.90 

. ... £239.90 

. ... £199.90 

. .. £249.90 

....... £349.90 

....... £129.90 

. £149.90 

. ... £249.90 

. .. £479.90 

.. .. £199.90 

..... £249.90 

. £239.90 

MIGold .......................... £189.90 

M7-ll.. . £249.90 

M9-ll. . . .... £289.90 

M14-ll . . £469.90 

ROGERS 

LS2 A/2 . . £229.90 

LS4 A/2 .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. . .. .. . . £299.90 

LS6 A/2 ....... £399.90 

SNELL 

TYPE K 

TYPE J 

TANNOY 

603 11 ........... .. 

60511 . 
607 

611 

613 11 . 

615 11 .. 

TDL 

NFM. 

RTL1 . 

RTL2 

RTL3 

....... £499.90 

.... £769.90 

. ... £129.90 

.... £169.90 

....... £189.90 

....... £399.90 

..... £599.90 

.... £749.90 

. £119.99 

. ... £199.95 

.... £299.95 

..... £399.90 

FREE £40 SPEAKER 

STANDS WITH ANY 

BOOKSHELF 

SPEAKERS WORT H 
£1500ROVER 



THE DIRECTORY 

Headphones continued 
Product £Price Comments 

JVC HA-0690 

JVC HA-0910 

Kenwood KH-1 000 

40 A Competent bul rather undistincttve cans, a bit middle of the road and well suited to aggressive sources 

60 A Broadly acceptable if unexciting design with low level losses and some colouralions 

20 A- First step up from a true mini: a near mtntature which is cheap, comfortable and inoffensive 

.A. .A. Sennheiser HD440 11 

Sennhetser HD 54011 

____ 3_5_A+ Still the one by which others at the price are mea� red, though now slightly leaden sounding, cold treble 

.A. .A. Sennheiser HD560 Ovation 11 

.A. Sony MOR-CD1 000 

.A. Sony MOR-C03000 

.6..6. Sony MDR-CD350 

.6..6. Sony MDR-CD550 

.A. Sony MDR-CD750 

Sony MDR-CD850 

120 G+ A good but not great head phone that due to its high impedance and efficiency should work well with most sources 

140 VG Characteristic slightly heavy sound, but still the benchmark at this price level. High class sound and c� 

170 G+ A fine sounding and comfortable headphone that's likely to work well with most sources 

350 G+ Better than most of the headphone outputs around so hard to make the most of, potentially up there with the electrostatics 

30 G Very impressive, possibly the most open sounding cheap closed back can around, lightweight in balance but transparent 

60 G+ A very competent headphone, creates a remarkable sense of space for a closed back design and sounds natural to boot 

90 G+ Reasonably comfortable and eminently listenable these Sonys have characteristically good bass power and relaxed hf 

100 A+ Very comfortable, and reasonable sound - better than most sealed designs - though hardness intrudes 

.A. Stax Gamma pro/SRD-X ro 678 E The Gamma pros are like a stethoscope for your hi-li, revealing subtlelies that many loudspeakers fail to resolve 

.A. Slax Lambda Signature/SRM-T1 1644 E The Signature when combined with the SRM-Tl valve driver must be the most transparent headphone available 

.A. Stax SR Gamma 

.A. Stax SR Lambda Pro/SRD-7SB 

.A. Stax SR Lambda Pro/SRM-1 

239 G+ The nexl model down the Stax range from the Lambda, the Gamma is an excellent headphone with little to criticise but the price 

674 G+ An industry reference, frighteningly revealing, bringing across more information than loudspeakers costing twice as much 

Supra-aural 

Circumaural 

Supra-aural 

Supra-aural 

Circumaural 

Circumaural 

Circumaural 

Circumaural 

Circumaural 

Circumaural 

Circumaural 

Circumaural 

Circumaural 

Circumaural 

Circumaural 

Circumaural 

Circumaural 

Circumaural 

Supra-aural 

111 

121 

121 

121 

111 

121 

111 

99 

99 

99 

111 

121 

63 

72 

55 

55 

75 

121 

121 

Technics RP-F1 0 

.A. .A. Vivanco SR808 Classic 

Loudspeakers 

1239 E Extracts layers of information that other headphones only hint at. The SRM-1 has more edge than the SRM-T1 

1 00 A Another very comfortable sealed model, modest sound isolalion and uneven sound favouring bass 

55 G A new mid price reference from a new and interesting source. Good all round, no obvious shortcomings 

L
ast item in the hi-fi chain, to some extent 

the loudspeaker is merely the slave of what 

has gone before, capable only of reproduc­

ing a signal as good as it is fed. Nevertheless the 

distorttons (colorations and stereo effects) intro­

duced by loudspeakers (and rooms) tend to be 

more immediately obvious than those anywhere 

else in the chain, so careful choosing according to 

taste is very important. 

The average loudspeaker consists of a small-

ish enclosut-e, much of which may have begun life 
as part of a tree. plus a couple of drive units hid­

den behtnd a removable grille. Inside the box 

lurks a simple electrical circuit known as a 

crossover, which divides the incoming (full range) 

signal into the right bits for the drivers to handle. 

Vanations on the above fonmula are specifically 

identified tn the entries. The designer's pnmary 

task is to balance the 'sensitivity' of the loud­

speaker (how loud it goes for a given electrical 

input) against the bass extension (how low does 

it go), shown as 'bass from', for the given box 

size. After that such subtleties as coloration (or 

lack of tt) and dispersion come into the equation. 

Careful placement of the loudspeakers withtn 

the room is as important as the tnittal choice of 

model. See siting columns for guidance. For good 

stereo they need to be more or less the same 

distance from nearby walls. Models not ticked as 

'fioorstanding' wtll require rigid stands. 

Product £Price Comments 

.A. Acoustic Energy Aegis 1 

Acoustic Energy AE 1 

.A. Acoustic Energy AE3 

Acoustic Research Pi 3 

Acoustic Research AR M.5 

.A. .A. Acoustic Research AR M 1 

Acousttc Research AR M2 

.A. .A. Allison AL I 00 

Allison AL 1 05 

.A. Allison AL110 

Allison AL 120 

Allison MS 200 

.A. Apogee Caltper Signature 

.A. Arcam Delta 2 

ATC SCM20 

.A. Audio Note AN-E 

.A. Audio Note AN-J 

Aura SP-50 

.A. B&W2001 

B&W 2003 

.A. B&WDM620i 

.A. B&W Matrix 801 

.A. B&W Matrix 805 

.A. Bose 305 

Bose 401 

Bose 901 MK6 

Boston HD5 

452 G Rich and slightly heavy balance doesn't mask fine mid/treble coherence and transparency. Entry level for all-metal drivers 

950 G Amongst the best miniatures around, shows exceptional mid focus and coherence, but is pricey and could be more agile. 

1650 G+ Solid, authoritative and impressively accurate- if a shade ponderous and slow 

219 A Lively good value box has extra bass driver to give plenty of thump, but lacks refinement and extension 

139 A- Pretty enough but a bit too tiny for its own good, it's better suited to auxiliary surround sound duties 

199 G Cutely shaped miniature delivers splendidly unboxy bass and midrange, but is a little marred by a rather bright treble 

299 A Not necessarily as agile or well balanced as the cute little M1, M2 is larger, louder and still attractively unboxy 

100 A Loud and lively budget wall-mount is bigger and beefier than most of the competition, if lacking some subtlety and refinement 

170 A- Pretty enough in appearance, sonically the AL 105 doesn't really make the grade at the £150 asking price 

220 G- Compact bookshelf model is a little dry and mid forward, but bass is extended and solid 

420 A Pretty well balanced if slightly mid forward, but sound quality is a little disappointing tor the price 

220 A- Small and solid as a brick, this micro-miniature has limited bass and bright balance, but sounds agile and communicative 

3995 G+ Power hungry full range ribbon panels have remarkable transparency and delicacy, loudness and 'grunt' are a bit lacking 

340 G Pretty luxury compact sounds a shade forward and coloured but has dynamic and lively bass for its size 

1461 G+ Massively built, invariably informative but the rather forward presentation can be uncomfortable 

1300 G+ Lovely coherence, great midband dynamics and transparency, extended bass and high sensitivtty- pity it's so darn ugly! 

799 G+ Light damping and local unevenness adds some coloration,
�
but doesn't spoil the very lively,

_
dynamic and coherent sound 

400 A Two very 1asty drivers rather outclass 1he cabinetwork; a capable but slightly dull compact stand mount 

120 A Cunningly concealing its (very real) limitations, this is just about the smoothest and best balanced miniature around 

190 A- Flashy and assertive gheno blaster styling is not reflected in the rather bland, if well balanced sound 

399 A+ Good material value, this compact floorstander has a beautifully voiced midband, less happy bass tuning 

3495 G+ Lacks the transparency of the best panels, and the drama of the best dynamics, but is something ol an acoustic tour de lorce 

845 G Stylish, with remarkable imaging properties, good balance and low coloration, though less successful at musical communicatton 

430 G- A bit of an oddball, fine dynamic liveliness and a good room match more than make up for the strange stereo imaging and treble 

500 A Cheaply built but distinctively styled semi-omni floorstander suffers from heavy midbass but still sounds lively and open 

1650 A The pre-equalised multi-driver 901 is cleverly engineered to deliver exceptional loudness 

139 A Tiny and prettily shaped miniature has an attractive lack of boxiness, but is a little short of drama and dynamic drive 

39x21x26 

29.5x18x25 

63x26.5x37 

51.5x21x23 

28 84 

48 84 

23 85 

50 88 

22x16x23 50 88 

27x20x26 30 85 

41x24x36 28 89 

33.5x24x21.5 30 87 

37x24x21 45 87 

40x24.5x22.5 28 86 

63x28x27 30 88 

25.5x14.5x15 50 

122x70x6.5 30 

37.5x22.5x27.5 40 

44x24x31 28 

85 

81 

87 

82 

80x36x28 20 91 

58.5x33x24.5 25 90 

40x22x25 30 87 

29x18x21 48 87 

43x21 x25 30 88 

77x24x32 40 89 

77/99x56x43 <20 86 

42x26x22.5 

28x45x23 

30 87 

40 88 

78.5x30x28.5 28 89 

33x54x32 28 89 

25x16x18.5 30 86 

118 

102 

86 

110 

114 

110 

118 

94 

78 

102 

98 

106 

81 

94 

86 

106 

110 

126 

118 

122 

• 126 

81 

98 

78 

• 110 

86 

110 
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KENWOOD KA5040R AMPLIFIER 
2 x SOW RMS, RIG, Source Direct, 

MM-MC, A/B Spk 0-P 
WAS £299.95 NOW £199.95 

ROTEL RA-920AX AMPLIFIER 
High quality, 2X 20W, 5 inputs, inc. MM Phono. 

WAS £129.95 NOW £99.95 

eo- �s 
-

'· .:...:·-·:.. #� - / 
:.. .......... 

-.:<"-·-· ,.,.. . t� 0 

SONY TCK 611 S CASSETTE DECK 
'WHAT HI-FI AWARD WINNER' 

3 Head + Motor, Dol by S noise reduction 
Calibration system 'What Hi-Fi Award Winner' 

WAS £329.95 NOW £289.95 

MARANTZ CD52 Mk2 CD PLAYER 

'WHAT HI-FI AWARD WINNER' 

Bitstream Conversion, FTS, Random play, 
Digital outputs, Synchro Recording etc. 

WAS £229.90 NOW £179.95 

--· - ,;.;;>"' 

210 BRIXTON HILL · LONDON SW2 1 HE 

Tel: 081-674 4433/2033 · Fax : 081-674 1521 

344 COLDHARBOUR LANE 

LONDON SW9 

Tel: 071-733 6893 

161 CENTRAL ROAD 

WORCESTER PARi<, SURREY 

Tel: 081-330 2018 
* Authorised Agents of many leading brands 
* Please call for the best prices of single items and system 

* �:���g�s
DER & EXPORT facilities avail. (Mainland deliveries 

24hrs) 

: �!%t���1'fl ��u
T�'IlJ'Jg���-:."��)

to personal callers. 
* For high quality and friendly service CALL US NOW!!! 
*OPEN 9.00AM-6.00PM Mon to Sat (closed Weds). 

--�- � - - ·-· 
' -� ..__ - !'!;1"!1111:: 

-----�- � � --
• ' ' 1": �-

. - . .. � 
MARANTZ 00.82 DIGITAL COMPACT CASSETTE 

Highest standard 18 bit AID convertor Analogue cassette playback. 

WHAT HI-FI? NOMINATED BEST CASSETTE DECK. 

NOW IN STOCK £399.99. 
AIWA, B&W, CELESTION, DENON, KENWOOD, MARANTZ, 
MISSION, NAD, NAKAMICHI, PIONEER, ROTEL, TANNOY, 

WHARFEDALE, YAMAHA and many others available irom stock. 

Alphason, Apollo, Pivotelli and Target 
Racks & speaker stands ... 

all available at competitive prices. 

PLEASE CALL FOR THE BEST PRICES OF 
SINGLE ITEMS AND SYSTEM PACKAGES 

Suggested Systems 
� 

-=I C '5'::-:.!.._ --- --; ,_.. I 

The following suggested system package includes the NAD 5120 Turntable. Alternative items: 
ie CD Player/Turntable/Cassette deck are available options. 

' . ' 
MARANTZ PM44SE 

Audiophile 2X 45W RMS, Bi·wire spk o/p 
NOW IN STOCK!! 

CLEARANCE ITEMS 

Lauds eakers: 

Boston AGO, was £139.95 .. . ....... NOW £89.95 
Bose 301, bk, was £329.95 
NOW ............................................ ......... £289.95 
Celestion 5000 WNT, was £1,099.95 
NOW ................................................. .... (479.95 
Celestion Jrd Dimension, was £189.00 
NOW ........................... ............................ (129.00 
Jamo & Studio Power .......................... TO CLEAR 
Infinity Ref. 20, was £249.95 
NOW .. . ... £149.95 
Tannoy 615 mk1 (bk) was £749.99 
NOW ......................................... ...... .... (599.95 
Tannoy 613 mk1 (bk) was £599.99 
NOW.. • ............. (469.95 
Tannoy 603 Mk1, was £129.99 
NOW .................................. ............. ....... (94.95 
W'dale DIA.IV was £119.95 
NOW ....................................................... !:59.95 
Mission 7631, 7641 & 7651 ..................... TO CLEAR 

Am hfiers: 

Marantz PMBO (Ex�emo) 
was £399.90 NOW ........................ ............. £229.95 
Marantz PM32 Amp, was £139.90 
NOW .......................................................... £99.95 
NAD 2400 Power-amp, was £419.95 
NOW ............................................. ......... 1:359.95 
NAD 2100 Power-amp, was £299.95 
NOW ........................................ ............. £259.95 
NAD 1000 Pre-amp, was £199.95 
NOW .................................. ...... ........... (169.95 
Pioneer A400 was £279.95 
NOW ................................. ................. £219.95 
Rote! RA940BX, was £249.95 
NOW .............................. ........................ (189.95 
Rotel RB960BX Pwr-Amp ...... REDUCED TO CLEAR 
Rotel RA840BX4, was £249.95 
NOW................................ . ................. (149.95 

��-:.�-�-����-��-�.
1
.��:�� ......................... £84.95 

CD Pia ers: 

SPE.WRS JPWSonata 
WharfedaleOIA..4 

AMPS 
Kenwood KA3020 
Kenwood KA5Q40R 
Marantz PM40SE 
Pioneer A300X 
Pioneer A400 

CELESTION 
SOOOWNT 

Celestionl 
M ISSion760i 

£295.95 
1:349.95 
£316.95 
(349.95 
£400.95 

HIGH QUALITY LOUDSPEAKER 
Acoustic Ribbon Technology 

1 OOw Si-wired, real wood veneer 
INC 'K' Stands 

WAS £1 ,099.00, NOW £479.00 

Tannoy503 t.lisSton761i Tannoy607 BW.OMGJO; 
Celest1onJ BW.OM600i M iss10nJ80 M 1SSI(NI762i 
BostonHOS Tannoy605 BostonH08 RogerslS2A2 

AR.I52 lnflnityRell40 
lnfinityRet/20 

(309.95 (345.95 £369.95 (409.95 
£369.95 £419.95 (429.95 (459.95 
£335.95 £379.95 (399.95 £429.95 
(369.95 (419.95 (429.95 £459.95 
£419.95 £459.95 £479.95 £509.95 

CDPia ers: 

Aiwa XC300... . .. ............ £149.99 
Aiwa XC750 ........ . .................... ............... £199.95 
Denon DCD595 ......................................... £179.99 
Denon DCD1290 .... . ........ £329.99 
Kenwood DP2050 .. ................................... £169.95 
Kenwood DP7050 .. .... . .... . ..................... £349.95 
Marantz CDS3 .. .. ...... £199.90 
Marantz CD63 ............ ............................... £249.90 
Marantz CD52SEmk2 . ... ... .... .............. . £299.90 
NAD$01 ..................................................... (179.95 
NAD 502 ............. ....................................... £229.95 
Pioneer PDM602 ....................................... £269.95 
Rotel RC0965BX ............... ....................... £299.95 
Rote! RCD965BX Discrete . ....................... £375.00 
Technics SLPS620A ................................. £199.95 
Yamaha CDX570 .... . . .... .......................... £239.95 

Cassette Decks: 

NAD 6100, was £299.95 NOW ................... £259.95 
Kenwood KX5030, was £199.95 
NOW.......................................... . ........... (149.95 
Yamaha KX.360, was £199.95 
NOW .............. ............................................ (169.95 
Alwa ADF410 ............ ................................ (119.95 
Alwa ADF81 0 3HD .. . . . ..... . .. ............ £229.99 
Denon DRM540 ....... .................................. £:159.99 
Denon DRS810 3HD ................................. £299.99 
Denon DRW760 Twin ................................ £.249.99 
Kenwood KX-5050.. .. ... ....................... £229.95 
Marantz SD53 ........................................... £229.90 
Marantz SD63 ........................................... £269.90 
Marantz SD415 ... ...................................... £209.90 
Nakamichi DR3 ... .. ...... .......................... £349.95 

RogerslS4A2 TIT &C.D. PLAYER OPTIONS 
BW.OM62{Ji A iwa XC750, C89.00 
(add£1001 D enonDCD695,add£89.00 

MISSIOn763 1 Oenon OCOI290, add£209.00 
CelestJon3/6000 Marantz C04212, add £99.00 

ladd£2001 MarantzC05212,add£120.00 
MarantzCD72,add£199.00 

NA 0 502,add£99.00 
£429.95 PioneerPD SSOI,add£189.00 

£482.95 0"'1 CS503-2, add £60.00 
OuaiCS505-4,add£99.00 

£460.95 Projectl,add£60.00 

£489.95 ThorensTD2801V,add£120.00 
S ystemdek IIX/900,add£329.00 

£539.95 Manyolhers availableon reQuest 

AV Am s/Rece1vers: 

Denon AVC3020 . ...................................... 029.99 
Denon DRA345R .......................... ............ £249.95 
Denon DRA645RD/RDS. .£319.95 
Kenwood KRV8500 .............................. TO CLEAR 
Ken wood KRA4050 ....... ........................... £229.95 
Ken wood KRV6050 RDS ........................... £349.95 
Kenwood KRV7050 ADS ........................... £399.95 
MarantzPM700AV .................................... £449.90 
Marantz SR53 & 63 ............................... STOCKED 
NAD705 .. .. .......... (329.95 
NAD701 ............... .................................... £259.95 
Yamaha RX V470 ... .................................... £399.95 
Yamaha DSP E200 .................................... £369.95 
Yamaha DSP A500 .. .................................. £449.95 
YamahaDSPA1000 .................................. £899.95 

Turntables: 

Dual CS435 ... .............................................. T.B.A. 
Dual CSSOJ-2 ............................... .. ........ £179.95 
Dual CS505-4 ............................................ £229.95 
NAD 5120 ................................................... (119.95 
NAD 533-Rega 250 ............ ........................ (199.95 
Pro!ect .5 Ort. OMJ cart..... . ............. £145.00 
Pro ect 1 Ort. 510 cart. ..... . ... £185.00 
Pro ect 2 Ort. M Cl cart ....... ........................ £.249.95 
Sound lab & KAM (DISCO) ................... STOCKED 
Systemdek 11 X900+ RB250 . .................... £329.95 
Systemdek 11 XE900 exc T/ A .... .. ............ £329.95 
TechnlcsSL1210 Mk2 . ......................... STOCKED 
ThorensTD180+AT91 .............................. £179.95 

:::::�;=�=��:���1:�;:8250 ••••••••• g�:� 
Lauds eakers: Aiwa XC750, was £199.95 NAD 602 .................... ................................ £:199.95 

NOW .................................. ........................ £159.95 Sony TCK-611S 3HD ................................ £289.95 Bose AM3 Mk2 ..................................... STOCKED 
Alwa XC950, was £249.95 Technics ................... ........................... STOCKED Bose AMS Mk2 ............. ........................ STOCKED 
NOW ....................................... .................. £199.95 Yamaha KX-260, 360 ..... . ................... TO CLEAR B&WDM6001,6101,6201 ........................ STOCKED 
Marantz CD72, was £399.95 Boston HD3,5,7,8,91SW10 STOCKED 
NOW ........................................ .................. £299.95 Alwa XA950 ......... ...................................... £229.95 CELESTION ............................ STOCKED 

��W�-�-:.���:-�.�-�������---·--·----·--··--·£269.95 :���:�:r:�R
HK62"50 .... ·:::::::::::::::::::::::g��:�� g:��� �:g�DiRDS·:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::g��:�� J::01��,�iJo,DCJc,v_�_ ::::::::::·:::::::·::: �fgg��g 

Mission DAD5 was £299.95 Marantz PM44SE NEWt ............................ £199.95 Marantz ST53 ....... ..................................... £169.90 Mlsslon7601. . ................ ......................... £129.90 
NOW .......................................... ....... ........ £249.95 NAD 304 .......... .......................................... £239.95 MarantzST40150L ................................ TO CLEAR Mlssion760VSE ........................................ £149.95 
Rotel RCD955AX, was £279.95 Pioneer A400X .......................... .... .......... £299.95 NAD 402 .................................................... £169.95 RogersLS2A/2 .......................................... £229.95 
NOW .. · .. ................ £215.00 Rote! RA935BX ......................................... £199.95 RoteiRT930AX ................. ....................... £175.95 RogersLS8A ... ......................... ................ £499.95 

**CALL FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ON Technics .......................................... STOCKED Rotel RT950BX ......................................... £225.95 Tannoy SIXES Mk2 STOCKED 
CLEARANCE ITEMS** Yamaha AX570 .. . ........................ £289.95 Sony STS311 LB... . . ... £179.95 And many others, call for further details! 

WE ARE ALWAYS COMPETITIVE- TELL US IF YOU CAN BUY CHEAPER. FREE STANDS WITH SELECTED SPEAKERS, 
DELIVERY CHARGED ON CERTAIN PURCHASES. MAIL-ORDER ENQUIRIES PHONE BRIXTON HILL BRANCH FOR DETAILS 

DENON MINI SYSTEMS 
065,90, 110&250 
NOW AVAILABLE 

SPECIAL OFFER 
NEW!!.! 

MARANTZ SR-63 RECEIVER 
MARANTZ SD-53 CASSETTE DECK 

+ 
MISSION 761i LOUDSPEAKER 

WAS £649.00 NOW £499.95 

CASTLE WARWICK 
High Ouamy 2 Way Speaker 
10 • 75W, black finish 
(LIMITED STOCK) 
WAS £229.95 NOW ONLY £129.95 



THE D I RECTO RY 

Loudspeakers continued 
Product £Price Comments 

.A. Boston Acoustics SW1 0 

.A. Cabasse Bisquine 

.A. Cabasse Skiff 

.A. Canon S-30 

.A. Canon S-50 

.A. .A. Castle Chester 

Castle Durham 

.A. Castle Pembroke 

.A. Castle Trent 11 

.A. Castle Winchester 

Castle York 

.6..6. Celestion 1 

A. .A. Celestion 3 Mkll 

Celestion CS135 

.A. Celestion 15 

Celesllon 9 

Celestion SL 12Si 

Celest1on SL600Si 

Celesllon SL6S1 

Celestion 300 

Dali 102 

Dawn Chorus FS 

Dynaudio Contour 1 .3 

.6..6. EposES11 

.6. Epos ES14 

.A. Faraday FS 1 

Faraday FS5 

Faraday Srren 

.6. GLLMaxim 

Harbeth LS3/5A 

.6. Harbeth HL-P3 

.A. Harman-Kardon LS 0200 

.A. Heybrook Prima 

.A. Heybrook Quartet 

.A. Heybrook Sextet 

.A. Heybrook Solo 

.A. Heybrook Trio 

Infinity Modulus 

.A. Infinity Reference 1 0 

Infinity Reference 20 

.A. Infinity Reference 30 

Infinity Infinitesimal 

Jamo Cornet 40.3 

JBL Control 1 Plus 

JBL L 1 

JBL ti1000 

.A. Jordan JH400 

449 G- Clever powered subwoofer system integrates well and improves system loudness and power handling 

600 G+ Classy French large bookshelf speaker has great coherence and dynamic grip, but a rather mid-forward overall character 

1500 G+ Large floorstanding three-way gives great sensitivity and bass extension with fine dynamic grip 

180 A+ Clever and unusual moulded des1gn has attractive lively coherence, along with 'wide imaging stereo' effect 

250 A+ Only a small cone miniature at heart, the fascinating styling and extended sweet spot feature make it utterly original. 

650 G+ A brilliant throwback, using horn-type approach to provide startling midrange dynamics and coherence. 

250 A Like the slightly larger York, the very pretty presentation is not reflected 1n a similarly sweet sound 

400 A+ Comfortably recommended, a sweet smooth sound with good overall balance of engineering-based pertormance 

190 A Very classy finish for the price, plus a sound that passes muster without setting anything much alight 

1499 G+ Unconventional and beautifully crafted, large for its bass extension but engagingly agile and attractively open and airy 

349 A+ Pretty little real wood compact has an engaging transparency, good balance and fine timing, could do with more authority 

t09 A Pretty basic pertormance but at a very basic price- it all sounds a bit scrappy and untidy, but its heart's in the right place 

130 A+ Smooth and polished by budget speaker standards, if a bit laid back for some tastes 

t39 A- Compact hideway passive subwoofer lacks serious bass extension; for high sensitivity speakers only 

389 G Big box and bang for your bucks, short on subtlety and control, but long on both enthusiasm and perceived v1nyl wood grain 

269 A Nicely presented and fair material value, with impressively flat bass-to-mid balance 

629 A Elements of fine sound quality, but this 'grown up' SL6 variation has a lumpy response alongside its improved power handling 

820 G Has certain remarkable qualities that some will find irresistible, but needs careful system and room matching 

429 A+ Thrs stereotype luxury compact can sound a bit dull and congested, but really opens up on Slate Audio stands; favours CD 

50x28.5x42 35 NA • 

48x26x30.5 30 91 

1 00x30x36 25 92 

27x22.5x23.5 50 88 

30x24(diam) 48 84 

94x23x27 45 87 

40x22x24 48 88 

55x37.5x30.5 46 88 

33.5xt8x20 

114x24x47 

43x22x26 

27.5x16x21 

50 88 • 

25 87 

30 86 

50 87 

31 x18.5x20 45 

52x19x34 45 

t 03x20.5x25.5 28 

49.5x20.5x24 30 

87 

88 

90 

89 

53x20x27 50 85 

27x20x23 52 82 

37.5x20x25 30 86 

1099 G Splendid bass extension and fine panel-like openness and transparency, but dynamics and tim1ng are suspect, balance very laid back. 100x21x31 <20 86 

30 86 230 A Attractive bookshelf model has fine midband focus and bass extension, but treble's a bit restrained and bass a bit detached 

698 G Compact floorstander with superb coherence but rather forward midband. Would suit smaller rooms best 

t1 99 G Heavyweight luxury finish bookshelf model has good scale and weight but is pricey and a bit ponderous 

395 G+ Integral baffle/driver to give a remarkable combination of low coloration, transparency and speed; bass is a bit shy 

595 G+ Substantial stand mount delivers delightlul midrange focus and delicacy with good bass control. System sensitive 

225 A+ Concrete box on a budget, works surprisingly well despite cheap drivers, wood veneers here Direct sale only 

575 G Pricey and ugly, but with its own sonic charm, thanks to substantial influence of the concrete enclosure has upon the sound 

375 A- Interesting 1f ugly high mass concrete cabrnet is let down by imbalance of ageing driver combrnation 

tt9 A Budget miniature offers well balanced strengths and few weaknesses at a very realistic price; a bit feeble 

539 A Still a classic miniature, though not to every taste, and none the better for the recent update under our listening conditions 

479 G Very limited loudness but impressive full-range scale from uncoloured and very well balanced but time-smeared sub-miniature 

150 A Laid back to a fault but entertarning nonetheless, and a big box for the price 

t30 A+ Neat and discreet miniature delivers fine coherence, pace and timing, though balance is a trifle forward and bass a bit light 

555 G Beautrfully presented and burlt large bookshelf model with good sensitivity and a lively, forward sound 

t 099 G+ Engagingly coherent and a highly analytical, partly due to distinct and t always comfortable upper -mid forwardness 

t89 A+ Discreetly styled, sounds a little untidy in both bass and treble but handles complex rhythmic material much better than most 

359 G Same drivers as HBS1 in prettier real wood enclosure give a sweeter and more forgiving if less committed sound 

795 A+ Carefully conceived and beautifully burlt. Undeniably attractive in the mid and treble, it failed to handle the bass as well 

200 A An engaging and lively sound from a prettily finished and substantial small bookshelf size model 

300 A Well presented and balanced with good bass control, but somehow lacks convincing cohesion and agility 

400 G Budget price floorstander has good overall balance and bass extension, but is rather coloured and uneven 

499 A Cute but pricey amplified subwoofer is too small to deliver real bottom octave grunt 

t30 A Pretty presentation and a strong box, but poor driver fixing. Decent if bright sound 

250 A Sub-miniature with forward midrange and real bass; highish price partly justified by near-indestructrble Pro build 

47g G Good power handling, decent transparency and deep but current hungry bass from a compact and solid enclosure 

1500 G Ultra-engineered, beautifully crafted bookshelf model. Pertormance compromised by over enthusiastic midbass output from port 

590 A+ Piano finish hexagon has single full range driver and controversial sound, with uneven balance but delighfful mid coherence 

37x21x25 

91x26x21 

38x20.5x29 

37.5x20x25 

49x22.5x29 

47x27x28 

46x27x26 

46x27x27 

26x17x20 

30.5x19x16 

31x19x17 

38x21x29 

29x19.5x18 

41x24x23 

96x27x20 

36x23x22 

47x24x25 

30x18x26 

36x23x23 

46x27x24 

86x27x24 

34x34x34 

32x20x22 

23x15.5x14 

40x21x25.4 

44x30x28 

33x24x30.5 

30 86 

28 86 

45 86 

25 85 

45 86 

28 90 

48 87 

30 85 

60 8t 

23 82 

30 86 

50 86 

48 89 • 

25 85 

28 87 

45 89 

45 84 

50 87 

27 88 

25 89 

40 NA • 

48 86 

50 89 

47 87 

45 89 

50 83 

ltudio :De�ign� We have on demonstration the best Hi-Fi and AV 
products available plus the knowledge to enable you to get 

the best value for your money regardless of budget. 

(. 
\ 

HI-FI 

SPECIALISTS 
26 High Street, East Grinstead, West Sussex 

RH19 3AS. Telephone: (0342) 314569 

Open 9.30-6.00 Mon-Sat • ACCESS· VISA· CREDIT FACILITIES· 

We have a comfortable demonstration room 
and are able to deliver and install. 

Visit us- you will be pleased you did. 

Authorised stockists of: 
ARCAM, AUDIOLAB, CASTLE, YAMAHA, LINN 

PRODUCTS, NAIM, AUDIO, KEF, B&W, ROTEL, SONY, 
THORENS, MARANTZ, MISSION, ALPHASON, CYRUS, 

QUAD, TARGET, NAKAMICHI, REGA & EPOS. 

• 126 

110 

• 122 

114 

102 

98 

118 

31 

122 

90 

110 

114 

130 

• t28 

• 114 

102 

66 

68 

94 

118 

t14 

11 

t22 

94 

98 

114 

t02 

94 

t22 

66 

118 

t30 

t10 

122 

• t02 

90 

118 

86 

98 

t02 

• 122 

• 128 

130 

90 

121 

118 

106 
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AMPLIFIERS 

TECHNICS 
SUVZ 220 NEW, 30 watts JJ€r eh 
SUVZ 320 NEW, 40 watts per eh 
SU A800K NEW, 40 watts {J€r eh. MOS, Class M 
SU A TOOK NEW, 45 watts per ch. MOS, Class M. Remote 
SU A800K NEW, 55 watts {J€r eh. MOS, Class M. Remote 
SU A900K NEW, 80 watts JJ€r eh. MOS, Class M. Remote 

KENWOOD 
KA 1030 65 watts per eh. 
KA 4050R NEW, 70 watts per eh. Remote 
KA 5020 80 watts {J€r eh. 
KA 5050R NEW, 90 watts per eh. Remote 
KA 7050R NEW, 100 watts {J€r eh. Remote 
KA V 8500 HOME CINEMA "What HiFi?" Award Wmner 
KA 2060R, NEW, 65 watts per eh. Remote 
KA 3020SE, 50 watts JJ€r eh. 
KA 3060R, NEW, 80 watts per eh. remote 
KA V 3 700, NEW, NV ProLogic Amp 
KA V 7700, NEW, NV ProLog1c amp With OSP 

SONY 
TAF 2118, NEW, 30 watts p€r eh. 
TAF 2448, NEW, 60 watts per eh. 
TAF 442E, NEW, 80 watts per ch. UK sound 
TAF 542E, NEW, 90 watts JJ€r eh. UK sound 
TMV 5708, NEW, Do/by ProLog1c Home Cinema Amp 

CD PLAYERS 

TECHNICS 
SLXP 150, SLXP 330, SLXP 440, SLXP 550, SLXP 570, Portables 
SLPG 340A Budget MASH Player 
SLPG 440K, NEW, Remote MASH Player 
SLPG 740K, NEW, MASH digital servo 
SLPG 840K, NEW, advanced MASH 

KENWOOD 
OP 2050, NEW, model with CCRS 
OP 3050, NEW, 1 bit model 
OP 5050, NEW, 1 bit model 
OP 7050, NEW, 1 bit model 
OPM 6060, NEW, 6+ 1 muftiplayer 
OPR 4060, NEW, 5 diSC multip/ayer 

SONY 
COPM 302, NEW, mid1 size player 
COPC 325M, M!d1 size multiplayer 
COP 312, NEW, full size player, remote 
COPC 345, NEW, full size multip/ayer 
COP 715E, NEW, advanced full size player 
COP 915E, NEW, top of the range, fu/lslze player 
COPX1 00, NEW, 100 disc player 
0130, 0121, 0133, 0231, 0132 CK, 0225 CP, 0421 ponables a/ in steak 

CASSET TE DECKS 
TECHNICS 
RSBX 404K, NEW, Do/by BIC + HX Pro 

RSBX 646K, NEW, 3 Head Deck wdh HX·Pro 

RSBX 747K, NEW, 3 Head Deck with HX·Pro, Class M 

RSTR 232, NEW, A.R. twin deck 

RSTR 333, NEW, A.R. tw1n deck with Bias adJUStment 
RSTR 515K, NEW, twin deck with HX·Pro 

RSTR4 7 4, NEW, budget twm deck 

KENWOOD 
KX 3050 Do/by BIC, power loading 
KX 5050 Do/by 8/C, 3 motor, power load1ng 
KX 7030 Do/by 8/C, HX·Pro, 3 head, 3 motor 
KXW 4060, NEW, twin deck, Do/by BIC 
KXW 6060, NEW, tw1n deck - double record 
KXW 8060, NEW, tw1n deck with HX.Pro 

SONY 
Single Decks 
TCFX 211 B, NEW, Do/by 8/C 
TCK 2158, NEW, budget full logic deck 
TCK 415B, NEW, 3 head deck 
TCK 511 S, NEW, 3 head wdh Dol by S 
TCK 611 S, NEW, 3 head. 3 motor deck with Do/by S 
TCW 4458, NEW, Do/by BIC 
TCW 5458, NEW, auto reverse deck 
\TCW 6455, NEW, auto reverse deck w1th Do/by 5 

SPEAKERS 

SONY 
SS 8SE UK des1gn 
SS 125E UK design 
SAW90, Sub Woofer 

WHARFDALE 
D1amond 5, NEW 
NEW MODUS V/V AND/ SURROUND SPEAKERS NOW IN STOCK 
'CRS3, CRS5, CRS7, CRS9- new range 
'2130CS, centre Sp€aker 

MORDAUNT SHORT 
New senes MS10, MS20, MS30, MS40, MS50 now 1n stock 
CS1 + SWI -Home Entertainment Series in stock in dialogue, 
sterec and ProLogic packs 
NEW HT·30 Home Entertainment speakers 

CANON 
S30 + S50 
VT100 corner units 
·vs 100, Sub bass corner units 

TANNOY 
603 Mk If 120 watts power handling 
605 Mk If 150 watts power handling 
607 Mk If t 75 watts power handling 
609 Mk If 200 watts power handling 
611 Mk If 250 watts power handling 
613 Mk li 250 watts power handling 
615 Mk If 300 watts power handling 

HiFi SYSTEMS 

TECHNICS 
All systems 1nc. speakers and CD 
SSCH 404, NEW, Budget Mimsystem 
SCCH 650, NEW, 50 watts Minisystem 
SCCH 655, Multi· play Minisystem 
SCCH 750, NEW, 50 watts system with OSP 
SCCH 950, NEW, ProLogic Minisystem 
SHE 5 t equaliser for COX 120 & COX 320 sysems 

KENWOOD 
All systems wrth speakers, CO & remote control 
M27 COS- Now at special unbeatable price! 
M28, NEW, w1th mufti play optlonM4 7 G, NEW, 45 watts per eh. 
M56 PX, 45 watts per eh. 
M57 MG, NEW, 45 watts per ch. Mu/tip/ay system 
M76 G, 60 watts per eh. inc. equaliser 
M77 MG, NEW, 80 watts per eh. Mu/lip/ay system 
M97 G, NEW, 85 watts per eh. ProLogic system 
With multtplay CO option 

NEW KENWOOD 
M1n1systems with Multiplay CO option 

IN BUSINESS FOR 30 YEARS 

UO 302, NEW, budget 3 diSc muiltisystem 
U0310/351 M, 25 watts per ch. 
UO 5011551 M, 32 watts JJ€r eh 
UO 7011751 M, 32 watts {J€r eh., Do/by Surround 
UO 9011951 M, 42 watts p€r eh., Do/by ProLogic 
MSA 7, NEW, Microsystem 
EXTRAS AVAILABLE 
P100 record deck for mini HiA systems 
C06 centre Sp€aker 
CM 7ES rear surround speakers, 70 watts 
CM 5ES rear surround speakers, 40 watts 
SW 900 surround woofer for midisystems 
SW 700 super woofer for minisystems 
OMNI 7 top S{J€aker 

SONY 
New systems now in stock ring for special 
deals on end of line stock 
Compact 1901195 NEW budget system with mu/tip/ay option 
Compact 2901295 NEW 30 watts system with mumplay option 
Compact 490 NEW 40 watts system 

SONY MINI HiFi 
I ne speakers & remote control & CD 
MHC 510CD, NEW, 25 watts per ch. 
MHC, C50 CD, NEW, MUL TIPLA Y SYSTEM 
MHC 710CD, NEW, 40 watts p€r ch. 
MHC, C70, NEW, CO MUL TIPLA Y SYSTEM 
MHC 450 NEW budget system 
MHC 650 NEW 35 watts system 

MINI DISC 
MZR1 + MZE2, NEW, portables 
MDS 501, NEW, full size, mim diSc player 
MDS 101 for minisystems 

JVC NEW SYSTEMS 
UX· Tl MICRO SYSTEM with remote 
UX·A4 MICRO SYSTEM w1th remote 
ADAGIO 52 MINI SYSTEM 2 way speakers 
ADAGIO 53 MINI SYSTEM 3 way speakers 
ADAGIO 56 MINI SYSTEM 45 watts p€r eh. 
ADAGIO 57 MINI SYSTEM 50 watts JJ€r eh. 
ADAGIO 59 MINI SYSTEM Do/by ProLog1c 
ADAGIO 530 NEW MINI SYSTEM 

OAT RECORDERS 

SONY 
TC DD 7, NEW, Budget portable 
OTC 690, NEW, Full size deck 

TUNERS 

TECHNICS 
ST 610 24 Presets 
STG 70 twin tuner 
ST GT550K with ROS 

ST GT650K with RDS 

KENWOOD 
KT 1060,NEW, model 
KT 2030, with timer 
KT 2050, NEW, model 
KT 3050, NEW, model with ROS 
KT 6050 remote compatible 

SONY 
STS211B, NEW, with 30 presets 
STS 311 B, NEW, with RDS - EON 
STS 505ES with RDS 

RECEIVERS 

TECHNICS 
SAGX 130K, 60 watts, 30 presets 
SAGX 550K, NEW, Do/by ProLog1c 
SAGX 230K, 80 watts, VCR input 
SAGX 350K, NEW, ProLogic 

KENWOOD 
KR·A4050 with RDS 
KRV 6060, NEW, model with Do/by ProLog1c and ROS 
KRV 7050, NEW, model with Do/by ProLogiC ROS + OSP 

SONY 
STRO 311B, NEW 
STRO 511B, NEW, ProLogic model 
STRD 611B, NEW, ProLogic model 

Do/by ProLogiC, kil, NEW, total surroumd package 

FOR FAST & EFFICIENT 

MAIL ORDER 

PHONE 

(0708) 721854 



THE DIRECTORY 

Loudspeakers continued 
Product £Price Comments 

A JPWAP2 

A JPWAP3 

.A. .A. JPW Gold Monitor 

.A. JPWMinim 

A .A. JPW Mini Monitor 

A JPWPt 

AA JPW Pt Vinyl 

.A..A. JPWSonata 

JPW Sonata Plus 

.A. JRT AD! 

.A. JRT AD! Micro 

.A. Jordan JH400 

A KEF 104/2 

KEF K120 

KEF 030 

,A. KEF 080 

KEF 090 

KEF AVt 

Kammerzelt Ref Mini Monitor 

180 A Offers real wood veneer at a bargain price; performance is cleaner but broadly comparable to Pt Vinyl overall 

225 A+ Pretty good stereo and well balanced overall it had its own character which is well suited to vinyl replay 

80 A Great sound for pound value through bass and midband, but the lop end's rather coarse 

79 A- Very civilised but dynamically limited, the Minim is well suited to the smaller room and where limited loudness is acceptable 

60 A- Ultra cheap Richer Sounds special is lightweight and short of welly, but a snip for surround sound use 

155 A+ Honest and basically articulate if not very sophisticated, resolution is good but can sound a little wearing in bright systems 

135 A A lot of highly competent loudspeaker for I he price, with a safe sound that's unlikely to disappoint. 

115 A+ Well balanced and integrated, offers fine sound if limited bass and dynamic range, plus real tree wood at a nearly silly price 

135 A- This luxury variation on !he redoubtqble Sonata theme features a metal dome tweeter, and isn't the better for it 

500 G+ A fair share of cosmetic deficiencies do little to spoil the impressive coherence and timing 

389 G Delightful life and coherence, gives surprising impression of scale; some aggressive tendencies but very open to system tuning 

504 A+ Piano finish hexagon has single full range driver and controversial sound, with uneven balance but delightful mid coherence 

1595 G+ A reference point for dynamics, preferred without KUBE, suited to many rooms. Good stereo, high sound level 

169 A Physically pretty and sonically competent but undistinguished bookshelf size model has good sensitivity but limited extension 

349 A Fine locus from Uni-0 driver, but lacks drive and time coherence; acoustically smaller than it looks 

569 A+ Uni-0 floorstander has good stereo and fine midband coherence, but bass lacks extension, drive and resolution 

739 A Generous floorstander has even balance and decent extension but tails to communicare excitement and involvement effectively 

2499 G- Awesomely built, finished and powerful subwoofer lacks the subtlety and unintrusiveness for top class hi-li applfications 

425 G A beguilingly sweet sound with good pace and drive, but scale is restricted and presence a little dulled considering the price 

260 G Impressively communicative bookshelf model has fine vigour, scale and dynamics, if not the smoothest sound around 

43.5x25.5x26 45 86 

52x25x29.5 57 90 

27x18x18 50 85 

27.5x18x19.5 28 85 

27xt8x17 50 85 

44x25.9x26.1 60 89 

43.5x25.5x26 32 87 

32x23x20 55 86 

32x23x21 30 87 

59.5x28x36 28 86 

28xt7x21 50 87 

33x24x30.5 50 83 

90x28x41.5 50 92 

34x20.5x26 45 87 

73x19x29 44 88 

85x24.5x26.5 45 87 

90x25x32 25 88 

43x56x50 <20 NA 

27x17x24 50 85 

48x27x25 25 89 

500 G Japanese designed and built luxury compact delivers an invigorating and exciting sound; an interesting contrast to some lazier models 45x23x26 

200 G Liveliness, coherence and fine information retrieval justifies the odd looking moulded baffle construction 37x21x30 

48 89 

48 88 

.A. .A. Unn Index 11/KuStone 

.A. Linn Kaber 

.A. tnn Keilidh 

Living Voice Air Partner 

.A. Lumley Monitor Reference 3 

Lumley Monitor Reference 4 

Magneplanar SMGa 

374 G Stand and speaker looks and sounds very good, good bass extension and control, fine dynamic range. Clean, clear if a shade slow 

1298 G+ Dry, bright balance emphasises superb dynamic range and trans1ent precision, but can sound unforgiving 

579 G+ Stunning timing and coherence and awesome bass drive, especially with ceramic plinth; sounds a bit shut 1n 

11990 E Formidable horn design with astounding transparency, dynamics and speed. Its idiosyncracies are compensated by sheer energy 

895 G+ Lovely free slander suffers from indifferent bass alignment, but is fast, coherent, solid and very informative indeed. 

375 A All metal diaphragm and real wood at fair price; balance uneven- upper mid forward with suspect bass tuning 

668 A Tonally 'rich', in the right room it proved a satisfactory musical experience 

Meridian Argent 1 995 G+ Beautifully built, finished and shaped, has fine bass extension and virtual absence of 'boxiness'; needs a big amplifier 

Meridian Argent 2 875 G Beautiful high-tech 'large compact' delivers extended, smooth and neutral sound with fair speed. Slate Audio stands essential 

Meridian M30 950 A Pricey active speaker, easy on the ears and worth considering especially where space is at a premium 

.A. Mission 753 700 G+ Gorgeous presentation and potential for open transparency. Floorstander with lots of drivers that gives lots of loudness 

.A. Mission 760i 130 A+ Attractive little wall-mount miniature has livelier dynamics and bass drive than most of its type, but sounds as little shut in 

.A. Mission 760i SE 150 A+ Tweaked 760i variation is one the prettiest and best balanced babies around; a demanding amp load 

Mission 764i 480 A Generous and handsome floorstander looks fine material value for money, but good scale sound has lazy tendencies 

Mission 765i 680 A+ Big heavyweight floorstander has good sensitivity and bandwidth, but somehow lacks agility, authonty and dynamic grip 

Mission 751 300 A Attractive luxury miniature has great sonic potential, but our our review samples have been marred by sample variations 

Monitor Audio MA 1200 Gold 11 1200 G Pricey but classy floorstanding variation on MA800 theme; beautifully voiced midband, heavy midbass 

.A. Monitor Audio Studio 6 800 A+ Pretty but pricey metal diaphragm compact has clear and transparent midband but is ultimately lacking in vim, vigour and drive. 

.A. Mordaunt-Short MS-1 0 130 A Hi-tech baby has fine bass/mid integnty but the top end is less appealing 

Mordaunt-Short SW-1 150 A- Prettily finished and inexpensive passive subwoofer is only really useful with sub-miniature speakers 

More! Bassmaster 602 1200 G+ Superbly built compact stand-mount, did well in listening tests but suffers (enjoys?) upper midband peak 

NAD 801 MM 100 A- A rather undistinguished sub-miniature with low sensitivity and indifferent sound quality 

.A. NAD 804 320 A+ Good value compact floorstander sounds lively and coherent, but quite coloured due to uneven balance too 

A NVA Cube 1 720 G+ Attractive, semi-omni is very sturdily built, and gives an idiosyncratic but unusually open, spacious and informative sound 

.A. NVA Cube 2 480 G A rude but exciting miniature, with unusually accomplished bass capabilities for its size 

NVA Cubix 1400 G Too idiosyncratic for recommendation, the Cubix possesses remarkable bass extension for its size, but is tricky to optimise 

Naim IBL 

.A. Naim SBL 

.A. Neat Petite 

.A. Origin Live OL2A 

Origin Live OL 1 

Pioneer S-4UK 

Polk RM 1 OOOW 

.A. rofessional Monitor Co LBt 

Professional Monitor Co ABt 

A Quad ESL -63 

.A. Rega EL8 

A Rega ELA 

A.A. RegaKyte 

A .A. REL Strata 

A .A. Rogers LS2a/2 

Rogers LS4a/2 

Rogers LS6a/2 

895 G This tiny floorstanding wall mount delivers outstanding dynamics, speed and detail, marred by pronounced upper mid forwardness 

1708 G+ Impressive scale, full bandwidth, coherent, attractively discrete, coloured midband, very well balanced and agile 

525 G+ Far from perfect, but one of the most entertaining and enjoyable speakers around, colorations notwithstanding . 

469 G Compact floorstander sounds open, transparent and evenly balanced; needs a big atnp but enjoys hard driving 

499 G Luxury miniature has very good overall balance, sacrificing sensitivity to achieve remarkable bass extension for the box size 

250 A+ Carefully developed minimalist audiophile design has some vigour but suffers an intrusive upper mid peak 

349 A- Not a true subwoofer at all, but rather the bass section of polk's elegant upmarket three box speaker system 

998 G+ Delightful smoothness and transparency, though bass extension and sensitivity are both limited 

1600 G Bulky stand-mount transmission line has lovely panel-like transparency, slightly shut in balance, and needs a big room 

2384 G+ This classic electrostatic may not be punchy in the bass, but has strengths that some can't live without 

298 G Kyle drivers in compact floorstander give more bass but a shade less coherence; good for small rooms and budget systems 

405 G Very compact floorstander with integral stand has serious coherence and dynamics, but a measure of brightness and untidiness 

198 G Has splendid timing and coherence, sounds very explicit and informative, if a bit bright and short of grunt 

499 G+ Outstandingly value and performance active subwoofer adds serious bass unintrusively to any small speaker system 

229 G Balance is a bit warm and rich but 2a/2 has delightful mid-to-treble coherence and transparency, and more welly than Mkt 

300 A+ Civilised but a trifle lazy, this large bookshelf model hasn't quite the timing or agility to be particularly engrossing 

399 G Largish stand-mount is well built, measures well, good material value. but sounds a bit heavy and lacklustre 

44x21x23.5 

89x19x29 

83x20x27.5 

165x64x92 

87x27.5x28 

36x17x23 

122x48x4.5 

28 86 

25 85 

22 87 

40 101 

30 90 

44 86 

56 85 

33x27x27 28 83 

48.5x21 x29.5 23 85 

38.5x18x32 40 NA 

90x22x30.5 45 88 

29.5x18x20 48 87 

29.5x18x20 50 87 

89x25x32 22 86 

1 02x25x33 22 91 

32xt7x27 45 86 

93.5x17x27 28 85 

35x22x25 45 86 

30.5x18.5x21 50 86 

24x58x25 40 85 

24.5x40x22.5 25 84 

27xt8xt8 48 84 

75x20x26 25 89 

33x32x32 52 85 

2B.5x27x28.5 48 85 

60x32.5x32.5 28 84 

80xt8xt5-20 30 84 

88x26.5x17 -27 25 86 

30.5x20x18 

82xt9x19 

30.5x19x21 

37x21x28 

31x52x33 

53.5x18x26 

79x27x43 

92x66x27 

75x16.5x21 

84.5x20x30 

31x19x20 

33 86 

25 85 

25 82 

50 87 

45 90 

33 86 

22 89 

34 84 

55 86 

30 86 

50 87 

52x42x31 <20 NA 

35.5x23x22 30 84 

43x25.5x25.5 25 86 

51 x28x29.5 22 87 

106 

46 

130 

82 

122 

59 

102 

71 

90 

86 

94 

106 

60 

106 

• 126 

• 106 

• 118 

• 128 

94 

106 

118 

122 

90 

• 118 

• 114 

• 117 

106 

126 

46 

98 

94 

46 

• 114 

110 

130 

• 118 

• 110 

126 

• 122 

118 

130 

• 128 

114 

130 

• 126 

71 

82 

78 

94 

• 102 

102 

• 122 

106 

122 

• 128 

110 

114 

60 

• 122 

• 110 

114 

• 128 

106 

110 

114 
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BRISTOL 

52/54 Gloucester Rd. 
Tel: 0272 428247 

REWARD 
Part exchange your dead hifi system or separate and we will 
give you £1 00 towards the cost of any system over £1 000. 

Even if you only wish to spend £200 we will still give you a 
guaranteed £30 part exchange for your dead hifi 

and if you spend over £500 we will give you £60 part 
exchange, guaranteed. 

If your old hifi is alive, who knows what it could be worth, 
you could save £1 OO's on your new purchase and choose from 

the largest range in the West. 

BATH 

12 James St West. 
Tel: 0225 446245 

EXETER 

28 Cowick St 
St Thomas. 

TORQUAY 

6 ForeSt 
St Marychurch. 
Tel: 0803 326723 

PLYMOUTH 

107 Cornwall St. 
Tel: 0752 226011 

Tel: 0392 218895 

WINDSOR 

43 King Edward Ct. 
Tel: 0753 856931 

Offer applies against any product aver £200, only one dead (not working) port exchange per customer, if your port exchange is alive (working and in good condition} 
we will give you an excellent port exchange allowance, this offer can not be used in conjunction with any other Radfords offer, offer applies May 14 to June 24 1994. 



THE DIRECTORY 

Loudspeakers continued 
Product £Price Comments 
Rogers LS8a 

• Rogers Studio 3 

• Rogers Studio 1 a 

• Rogers Studio 7 

Royd Topaz 

Royd Abbot 

Ruark Swordsman Plus 

Ruark Templar 

• Ruark Talisman 2 

SO Acoustics Ribbon 

• SO Acoustics SO 1 

• SO Acoustics SD3 

SO Acoustics SD4 

Shahinian Arc 

Snell Jlll 

• Spender S20 

Spica Angelus 

Spica TC50 

Spica TC50SE 

TDL NFM 

• TDL RTL3 

TDL Studio 0.5 

• TDL Studio 1 

• TDL Studio 1 M 

• TDL Reference Monitor 

Tannoy 603 11 

• Tannoy 607 11 

•• Tannoy 609 11 

• Tannoy Westminster 

Technics SB-EX2 

• Technics SB-RX50 

• Thief scs 

Thief CS1.2 

• Totem Model One 

Vandersteen 2Ce 

Visonik David 6001 

• hartedale 425 

•• Whartedale Delta 30.2 

•• Whartedale CRS3 

Whartedale Diamond V 

Yamaha YST -SW50 

• Yamaha NS 1 DOOM 

• Zyp At 

Systems 

499 A+ A mixed bag, with plenty of scale and welly but lacking the subtlety, clarity and agility delivered by some rivals 

450 G Pricey LS3/5A-derived wall-mount sub-miniature is excitingly coherent >f a bit lighiWeight; no real loudness capabilities 

599 G- Classic BBC monitor sound sensitively updated- transparent and natural with fine stereo, but a touch 'heavy' in balance 

880 G Latest variation on classic BBC-monitor theme looks old fashioned but has beautifully voiced, laid back sound 

173 A+ Cheertul, articulate and essentially communicative miniature can also sound a trifle scrappy and shut in; well worth trying 

666 A+ Engaging and dramatic dynamics and fine transient coherence are hampered by a rather coloured mid-forward balance 

299 A Real wood variation on the Swordsman theme looks and measures rather better than it sounds 

479 A+ Compact floorstander with striking baffle has decent bass/mid but dull treble; could tame over-bright system 

700 G Less Ideologically committed than some compact floorstanding rivals, its key strength lies in fine all round compromise 

2950 G+ Amplifier sensitive, Ribbon is a lively and loud hybrid marred by some colorations; some like it, others don't 

1650 G+ A large scale, airy and unusually detailed system with excellent dynamics. A warmer balance than original model 

399 G Port firmly blocked, the new SD3 has the agility and charm of a quality miniature, with good bass extension but low sensitivity 

699 G Tall slim floorstander has fine balance, good bass extension and lovely open midband transparency 

1 062 G Unusual and occasionally wondertul small floorstanding omni; too bright but exceptionally coherent and revealing 

770 G Dated styling belied by fine sensitivity and bass extension, and a lively if slightly untidy and not quite coherent sound 

579 G Maintains Spender's tradition for peerless mid-to-treble coherence and perspectives. Bass is rather unconvincing. 

1295 A A little bass shy and sott in the bass and lower mid, otherwise tidy, extremely lively and fluid, if uneven overall 

649 G This triangular-profile 'grown up' miniature is a shade boxy and laid back but has good rhythmic and musical integrity 

849 G A heavily UK-modified TC50, the SE sounds less boxy and more spacious, but lacks some of the urgency of the standard model 

120 A- A disappointing underpertormer in our tests, at a price that's not very nice either 

400 A+ Bargain price floorstander has rich, heavy and bright sound with good scale and fine basic neutrality 

499 G Tiny floorstanding transmission line has good agility but doesn't provide the coherence or even balance of Studio 1 

699 G Genuinely extended bass from a compact enclosure, very detailed but a shade clinical and detached 1n presentation 

899 G+ Transmission line helps bring the best from metal cone driver: lovely transparency and fine bass extension 

1999 G+ Fine solidity and good accuracy, with great bass extension. Needs a b1g room and can sound a bit lazy and a shade tinkly 

140 A- Pretty looking but altogether rather dull sounding mini-hexagon is less effective than larger brethren 

220 A Large bookshelf, smart hexagonal box has fine bass for the price, but treble sounds rather shut in 

295 A+ Large bookshelf size model with dual concentric driver has fine balance and scale with low coloration 

6000 G+ These awesome horn loaded speakers are remarkably controlled and impressive, if only suited to a few pockets and rooms 

180 A Nicely presented, well built and decent size enclosure sounds solid but somewhat dull 

650 A+ A smooth and well balanced loudspeaker, its minor weakness being a mildly excessive low bass 

1069 G+ Luxury piano-gloss compact sets class-leading standards for coherence and communication, can sound a shade dark and shut in 

1219 G Elegant compact floorstander has fine balance and dynamic range, but transient timing and dynamics are less convincing 

995 G Utterly delightlul but exasperatingly expensive luxury miniature sets the benchmark for its size 

1395 G+ This compact American floorstander's elegant staggered baffle arrangement contributes to a refreshing freedom from boxiness 

163 P Sharp styling but the complex grillework worsens a sound which starts off with too much top and not enough bottom 

200 A+ Large bookshelf size 505 heir shows fine control and a conservative balance ideally suited to quality systems on a budget 

100 A Has a bigger main driver than many, and so packs a bit more welly and loudness. Coloration is rather obvious, but timing is good 

89 A+ Loads of fun- a remarkably coherent and lively pertormer at any price; pity it doesn't look prettier 

130 A This miniature is smoother than most, but rather stodgy with 1t, inspiring little enthusiasm among our listeners 

199 A Bargain price amplified subwoofer is too small for serious bass freaks, but does a lair job for the price 

1200 G+ Living up to its monitor label, and tonally well suited to digital material, it's superbly cratted and capable of high levels 

199 A+ Cute metal cased micro-miniature is quite coloured but great fun, with surprising dynamics and fine wall-loaded room balance 

89x25.5x25 

31x19x17 

48 91 

30 83 

63.5x30.5x30.5 36 87 

63x30.5x30.5 30 88 

30.5x20.5x19 50 87 

B3x20x34 43 88 

38x20x28 27 84 

73x19x27 25 85 

86x25x31 30 

152x30x(15-30) 30 

123.5x38.2x32 50 

38x19.5x29 25 

100.5x20x30.5 25 

69x35x25 24 

86 

91 

90 

83 

85 

85 

58x33x25 

38x22x26 

30 89 

25 83 

116.8x53.3x26 50 

40.5x33x29 55 

86 

88 

40.5x33x29 55 88 

27x18x18 50 86 

92x20x38 25 88 

55x20x30 40 85 

76x23x33 25 84 

81x23x33 <20 84 

118.5x30x47 28 85 

33.5x22x16 45 86 

50x32x24 25 88 

50x32x24 22 86 

Huge 38 96 

48x23.5x27 20 86 

48x30x26 40 86 

40x22x23 45 87 

94x27x27 

31x16.5x23 

30 86 

28 86 

1 00x30. 7x25.6 23 

20x12x13 130 

40x27x26 45 

38x22x17 48 

38x22x18 50 

87 

87 

87 

88 

88 

27x18x20 50 86 

48x21x33 35 

67.5x37.5x32.5 40 

22.5x14.5x13 30 

NA 

90 

85 

102 

118 

66 

122 

114 

118 

98 

• 122 

• 118 

81 

60 

106 

• 114 

• 110 

118 

102 

60 

71 

71 

130 

• 126 

94 

78 

• 118 

66 

130 

122 

126 

Col 

98 

46 

114 

• 118 

122 

86 

74 

118 

98 

122 

114 

• 128 

46 

110 

S 
ystems is a generic title that we've chosen 

to describe any form of complete system 

package. Fundamentally what we're talking 

about here is midi and mini systems, you know 

those all singing all dancing, lights blazing systems 

that hi-fi snobs are allergic to. 

Sold on the basis of their abilitiy to play virtually 

all mediums at the flick of a remote control 

switch stack systems offer a plethora of features, 

and the dearer the system the more complex 

they tend to become. With th1ngs like double 

cassette decks, multi preset tuners, CD players 

and graphic equalisers supplied as standard the 

big boys of the stack world offer such luxunes as 

Surround Sound. separate chassis for different 

components and occasionally a record player. 

They usually have a few line inputs for extra 

sou,·ces and a few are available without loud­

speakers. As the latter are often the weakest part 

of a stack system buying good quality speakers 

separately will bring worthwhile improvements. 

The section headings for stack systems Include 

size of the complete stack without speakers and 

rated output per channel where a system has 

more than two channels th1s IS 1nd1cated 1n the 

comments Tuner presets and the existence of a 

remote control are self explanatory. A blob in 

loudspeakers shows that they supplied, an o indi­

cates that they are optional. The final column is 

for those of you w1th records to play. 

Product £Price Comments 

• Denon D110 

Goodmans System 700 

• JVC Adagio G7 

870 G Nearly hi-fi from pretty but pricey silver stack; richer, fuller speakers would help 

735 A Separates flexibility and upgraeability in remote midi package; anodyne sound 

799 A Wondrous 2-speaker surround movie sound system, but a very uneven package elsewhere. Four by 20W output 

37x27x33 

69x35x37 

42x28x28 

40 30 

50 20 

20 40 

125 

• 125 

125 
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THE DIRECTORY 

Systems continued 
Product £Price Comments 

A Kenwood HD-1 000 

Marantz 1020 

Onkyo L-909 

Philips FW91 

A Pioneer N53M 

A Technics SC-CH950 

Tuners 

1000 E Mini lifestyle system, well built with minimalist facilities and exacting pertormance standards all round 

1000 G Component lifestyle system which ts as elegant on audition as it is to took at 

1200 G Simple yet flexible lifestyle mini system suffers iffy cassette deck set-up, but otherwise satisfies 

999 A+ Good looking and pertorming package rendered expensive by inclusion of DCC deck 

549 A+ Cheap, occasionally nasty but undeniably cheertul and entertaining if horrid speakers are discarded 

1000 A+ Classy if rather bland allrounder includes useful Dolby Pro-Logic AV capabilities 

T
he radio medium operates at a much 

lower profile than TV, but in areas outside 
pop mustc the BBC service is the envy of 

the world. Live Prom concerts can nval all other 
sources from a hi-fi perspective. 

Only the FM (VHF) bands give stereo hi-fi 

sound. though AM (MW & LW) are useful for 

certain transmissions in the UK. 
Something of a hi-fi afterthought, tuners are 

often selected merely to match a chosen amplifi-

er cosmetically. However, the task they cany out 

is far from Simple, combining the skills of RF 
(reception) and audio (signal processtng) engi­

neering. The tmportance of the fomner will 
depend on local reception conditions, but money 

invested in a high quality outside aerial system is 

well spent. 

Tuners come in two basic types. Analogue 
models tune gradually (and usually manually) 

across the bands, and can have analogue or digi-

Product £Price Comments 

Aiwa XT-003 120 A- Economically designed and built in the UK, but trade-offs have a marked influence on FM and AM sound quality. 

A Aiwa XT -950 150 A Decent enough pertormance all round given the modest price, though RF tweaks have limited value 

A Akai AT-93L 280 G+ By AM standards presentable (good) while FM delivers the goods 

Arcam Delta 280 350 G+ Fine sound quality marred by mild synthesiser whine; RF pertormance only average, remote £60 extra 

AA Audiolab 8000T 700 VG Unusually combines fine sound quality and RF pertormance (inc AM); superb ergonomics are a joy to use 

Aura TU-50 300 G Tonally neutral, but with rather poor imaging and a certain woodenness to the sound. 

AA Denon TU-260L 120 G+ Bare minimum of features. Careful destgnwork promises a surprisingly open and vivacious sound, so don't overlook it' 

A Denon TU-580RD 220 G Fine feature package including remote and RDS, plus excellent RF pertormance and decent sound quality 

Harman Kardon TU9200 219 A The listening panel appreciated 1ts liveliness, but found it a little muddled. 

30x27x35 40 30 

22x42x32 30 20 

38x28x32 40 30 

37x26x32 60 30 

36x26x28 30 24 

42x27x34 60 39 

tal displays; they are often prefenred for sound 
quality. and are certatnly best for AM bands. 

Digttal tuners offer convenient automatic tune 
faciltties and pre-set memories. 

131 

131 

131 

125 

125 

125 

The 'Presets' column headtng shows how 

many different frequencies a tuner can memorise 
for instant access. FM, LW and MW show which 

wavebands it can access. 'Signal strength meters' 

are useful for aerial alignment. 'Automattc tuntng' 

means that a tuner can seek out Signals for you. 

30 93 

24 129 

20 65 

20 120 

39 120 

16 109 

20 93 

30 120 

32 109 

A Harman Kardon TU9400 299 G+ Striking in appearance and with a sound to match, it comfortably exceeded our expectations. On stereo FM it's HK's best yet. 24 93 

Harman Kardon TU9600 499 G Good bass and detail, and good - perhaps slightly enhanced dynamics 24 109 

JVC FX-362 140 A- Disappointing all round pertormance- watch out for aerial input overload in strong signal areas. Tuning knob unspecial 40 129 

Kenwood KT2050L 150 A- Decent RF capabilities despite simple front end. Sounds a bit bright and ergonomics are a bit complex 30 129 

Kenwood KT-3050L 170 A Excellent RF pertormance and plenty of features including RDS, but did sound rather ordinary under our conditions 39 120 

A Linn Kremlin 1995 E Controversially good sound at a very high price. The reviewer's saving up but you should check it out for yourself 80 120 

A Magnum Dynalab FT1 01 825 G+ Although expensive for its fairly minimum set of facilities. its excellent sound makes up for what it lacks elsewhere 72 

Marantz ST -53 170 A+ Sweet sound could well satisfy audiophile sensibilities. but selectivity is not great 59 129 

A Meridian 604 1350 VG Unique digital convertor makes most sense in Meridian system context; smooth sweet sound with fine front end 30 120 

A NaimNAT 01 1453 E There may be better sounding tuners 1n the world, but we have yet to hear one 50 

A Quad FM4 424 G+ Fine sound, excellent ease of use, good build and finish and a more than satisfactory technical pertormance 50 

Quad 66 519 G+ Very preffy and compact but technically unadventurous. Smooth sound but only makes sense in Quad system context 19 120 

A Rote! RT-930AX 175 G- A competent rather than exciting pertormer, with low audible interterence though slightly compressed and muddled sound. 20 108 

Sherwood TX-301 OC 120 A Lots of leatures and fine RF discrimination for price. Sound is communicative but inconsistently tacky 30 120 

�� Teac T-X4030 120 A Not exactly special, but still a well balanced, tolerable and capable allrounder at a very reasonable pnce 20 129 

Yamaha TX-350L 130 A- Enticingly pretty and compact presentation but pertormance isn't great; beware of aerial overload 40 129 
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C 
artndges fall into two groups: high output 

models, capable of working dwectly rnto 

most amplifiers and categorised as having 

a nonmal (N) output. and mor·e expensive low 

and very low output models (L, VL). 

Stereotypically, low output cartridges use the 

moving coil princrple of operation, have better 

mechanical integrity and tighter tolerances, and 

THE DIRECTORY 

give better perfonmance but at much higher cost. 

With CD now the dominant medium many 

amplifrers are no longer equipped with the neces­

sary phono input for a cartridge and a separate 

phono stage is necessary. Valve designs need 

either an extra head amp or transfonmer to cope 

with the low output of movrng coil cartridges. 

Cartridge/amplifrer interfacing can be very 

subtle, but even basic high output MM designs 

benefit rn overall balance from optimised amplifi­

er capacitance loading. The mechanical character­

istic of cantilever complrance ('springiness') needs 

to be considered in the light of the effectrve mass 

of the toneanm, and to achieve a good match 

compar-e the effective mass requrrements figures 

wrth the actual effective mass of specrfic anms. 

Turntables- cartridges 
Product £Price Comments 

.it. .it. Arcam C77 

.it. .it. Arcam C77Mg 

.it. Arcam E77Mg 

.it. Arcam P77Mg 

.it. Audio Note 10 IIV 

.it. Audio-Technrca ART! 

.it. Audio-Technica AT-420E 

.it..it. Audio-Technica AT-95E 

.it. Audio-Technica OC-5 

Audioquest AO 404i-L 

Audioquest AO 7000 

Denon DL 103 

.it..it. Denon DL110 

Denon DL 160 

.it. Denon DL304 

.it. Dynavector 17D2 

Dynavector XX-1 

.it. Dynavector XX-1 L 

Emprre Benz Micro MC-Gold 

.it. Empire Benz Micro MC-Silver 

.it. Empire Benz-Micro MC-3 

Gtanz GMC-1 OLX 

.it. Gtanz GMC-20E 

.it. Gold ring 1012 

.it. Gold ring 1 022 

Gold ring 1 042 

.it. Goldring Elan 

Goldring Etrte 

Goldring Erorca H 

.it. Goldring Eroica LX 

Goldring Excel 

Gotdring Excel GS 

.it. Linn K5 

.it..it. Linn K9 

London Maroon 

London Super Gold 

.it. Milltek Aurora 

.it. .it. Ortolon 510 

.it. Ortolon 520 

.it. Ortolon 530 

Ortolon 540 

.it. .it. Ortolon MCt 0 Super 

.it. .it. Ortolon MC15 Super 

.it. Ortolon MC3 Turbo 

.it. Ortolon MC3000 Mkll 

Ortolon MC5000 

Rega Bias 

.it. Rega Elys 

.it. Roksan Corus Black 

Roksan Corus Blue 

.it. Shure ME97HE 

Shure V15 VMR 

30 A+ A sensible moving magnet package with good bounce at a competitive price 

40 A Punchy sound quality with plenty of extra energy to liven things up. The solid body seems well worth the extra £1 0 

60 A Our sample had a disappointing stylus, but gave a coherent, rich and laid back sound, with good 'scale' 

73 A+ Preferred to its cheaper partner by virtue of a better tip. Channel balance could have been better 

1395 E One of the best, giving 'an extraordinarily relaxing midrange clarity', needs a transformer 

B50 VG This is a delicate and very fluid-sounding MC that tracks well, offers very low distortion and exceptionally good separation 

36 A Better suited to pop recordings, this MM bears some of the sonrc hallmarks of the Linn K5 

20 A Clear, dynamic if richly balanced, the magnetic '95E is a definite Best Buy 

130 G For the price, it's unusually effortless and detailed, but it tends to become rather relentless and tiring alter a while. 

500 G+ Slight harshness detracted from the pertormance of this otherwise clear -sounding and detailed cartridge 

1295 G+ Stunning stereo imaging and good detail at low levels are spoiled by less-than-pertect tracking and high sensitivity to arms. 

1 00 A+ Good pertormance in bass and general 'life' is seriously let down by its spherical stylus which kills subtle details. 

70 G Firmly recommended as a frne all-rounder, this high-output MC model is likely to pertorm well in nearly all circumstances 

90 G Although listeners just preferred the 11 0, its brother here proved a twin in lab tests and is still "thoroughly competent" 

200 VG Uncolored, detailed, neutral, superb tracking; top notch altogether, and a top notch bargain too . 

298 VG Clear, detailed, neutral and generally very informative - excellent 

698 G+ Good, but not immensely competitive at the price, and not helped by comparison with the low output version 

698 VG Very clear, very detailed, no troubles with tracking; response lift around 20kHz seems to do no harm 

150 G Nothing is obviously wrong, but nothing is stunningly right either. Safe, but perhaps a little too safe 

150 G Ultimately not the peer of the MC Gold is more appropriate to the sort of equipment it's likely to be partnered with 

BOO G+ Offers a warmer and very transparent account of the music. Its tracking prowess is slightly limited 

BO A+ Bearrng some of the hallmarks of the 'tOEH, the 'tOLX is still less competitive in the sonic stakes 

129 G+ Very good tracking, smooth sound and good detail. Very slight surtace noise enhancement 

50 G Slightly harsh sound but plenty of life and quite good detail. Some very hrgh frequency coloration apparent 

70 G As with 1012, a touch harsh; detail and transient purity improved, though, and it goes well with electric guitar! 

90 G Not terribly subtle, and not such good value alongside 1 012 and 1022. Quite lively, though 

20 A A lightweight and frisky-sounding MM that appears to be based upon the same body as the Nagaoka mm4 

200 G The basrcs are right, and it will cheertully tackle any source material, but its sound possesses a certain dirtiness 

100 G- More confused and coloured than low-output LX, high output less of an issue these days 

100 G Not the most subtle cartridge in the world; can sound edgy at times, but lively and informative 

549 G Errs on the warm and heavy side of neutral. Strong bass lines are its forte, but resolution of subtle treble details is weak 

600 G+ True high end quality in its lack of colorations, but tracking seems indifferent and high levels tend to sound rough and edgy. 

49 A+ Not as crisply focused as the costlier Linn magnetics, the K5 offers a smoother presentation 

98 G Linn threw this model into the leading pack by beefing up the Basik's bodywork and adding a super stylus 

1 99 A+ Now manufactured under the London brand name this Decca cartrrdge is as iconoclastic as ever 

339 A- lmmedrate and detailed, but very coloured, very nonlinear and questronable effect on records. Devotees swear by it 

299 G+ An overall feeling of relaxed ease characterised this clear and atmospheric Kiseki-built cartridge 

32 G+ For the price, a good blend of virtues weight, clarity and neutrality . 

55 A+ Very sensitive to load capacitance this new Ortolon maintains the company tradition for a lively, effervescent SO 

B5 G+ Very clean and assured sound; transients not quite pertectly pure but plenty of detaiL 

110 A Graced with FGII stylus but possessed of too high a compliance for broad arm matching. it could also sound a litlle unforgiving 

85 G "What a delighrtully sweet-sounding cartridge this is .. ."we said 

110 G+ A good all-rounder, with outstanding pertormance in detail retrieval, even if it can be very slightly bright and close-up 

110 G Not terribly subtle, but it obviously doesn't aim at that. The 3 Turbo is bright, cheertul and bouncy - take it as it comes' 

950 E Low levels of body resonance are a real ear-opener. Nothing to criticise elsewhere; one of the very best 

1500 G Review sample could not be fully run-in, limrted tracking ability, brrght and forward sound, though imagrng is excellent 

34 A+ Difficult to mount in some arms due to rts shallow build, the bias offers a gentile, relined SO 

7 4 G Clearly superior to the Bias, despite their common heritage, the Elys is botll more detailed, accurate and musically convincing 

130 G Recognisably related to Corus Blue, but distinctly more civilised and smoother. 

75 G Roksan-specified modified Goldring 1012; slight harshness detracts from otherwise good sound. 

55 A+ it won't turn a sow's ear of a turntable into a silk purse, but will at least keep going and produce an acce� result 

220 A+ Initial listening gave promising results, but extended familiarity gave the feeling of a lack of energy and a "shut-in" sound 
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Turntables- cartridges continued 
Product £Price Comments 
van den Hul Grasshopper IIIGLA 

.A. van den Hul MC One 

van den Hul MC One/High 

.A. van den Hul MC Two 

.A. van den Hul MC10 

.A. van den Hul MM 1 

Turntables 

3200 E Undoubtedly one of the finest cartridges available, it has tremendous bandwidth, energy and finesse 

975 G+ This extended all the positive qualities of the '1 0 but added greater authority and scale worth it for the extra money 

ttOO G+ Slight sohening on transients was the only real flaw, but it didn't quite seem to have that special touch one expects 

1300 G+ Connected directly to any standard MM input it rewards with a highly detailed yet fluid and musically convincing portrayal 

775 G+ A neutral balanced pertormer giving transparent mid range, fine depth and focus with firm extended bass. Gosh! 

275 G+ If woody mid range coloration could be tamed, the excellent imaging and admirable security would make it excellent 

S
pecialist turntables are what high fidelity 

sound is all about. CD may offer silent back­

rounds and fiat frequency responses but 
they can't match the dynamics and superlatrve 

timing that serious turntable users take for grant­

ed. T umtables at the cheaper end of the market 

(sub-£350) tend to be supplied with matching 

toneamn. and often include a 'starter' cartridge. 

Still better quality is found at higher prices 

amongst the separate motor units and toneamns. 

Careful partnering and set-up is essentral for these 

components, but 'sympathetic' combinations 

exist. 
The columns show from left to nght. 'amn 

effectrve mass' which relates to cartridge compli­

ance and is explained in the 'Cartridges' introduc­

tion. 'Suspended suchassis' - decks whrch have 

some fomn of rntemal isolation, generally in the 

Product £Price Comments 

.A. Alphason Sonata/HR1 OOS MCS 1785 G+ Good sound in all areas - bass, clarity and neutrality all in the top class and betlered by very few decks at price 

.A. Dual CS-503-2 160 A Not wholly inspiring; generally coarse and wooly sound is at least not oHensive, but easily bettered by the CS505-4 

6-10 122 

6-12 60 

8-t5 84 

6-13 N 72 

5-10 60 

7-15 103 

fomn of springsbut occasronally more solid materi­

als such as rubber. 'Manual' and 'Automatic' refer­
to the operational tendencies of the deck!amn 
combinatron - automatic hrgh end turntables are 
as rare as hens teeth. 'Cartndge' - rf one rs sup­

plied. 'Belt dnve' as opposed to direct dnve rs the 

preferred method in most quality decks. An 

'Electronic PSU' offers switchable speed change 

and a 'smoother' power supply for better sound. 

13 79 

10 91 

.A. Dual CS-505-4 200 A Consistent sounding and well isolated turntable. lt is slightly lacking in balls, compensates with a consistently unmuddled presentation 10 103 

.A. Kuzma Stabi/Stogi Reference 2000 G+ Beautifully made solid oak plinth, the Stabi also sounds very clear, detailed and extended. Stogi Reference is very capable. 

.A. Unn Basik 299 A+ Strong midband analysis and imagery, clean if sharp treble is matched to a good if occasionally wooden bass 

.A. Linn LP12 Basrk!Akito 904 G Trails the full LP12 significantly, but pace, rhythm, timing etc. still in top class, and bass tauter than of old 

.A. Linn LP12-Lingo/Ekos 2642 G+ The classic reference is improved by the Lingo but charming character remains. Ekos is well made and suited to many decks 

.A. Michell Gyrodec 697 G Sweet and natural sounding player, well suited to Rega RB300. Aesthetics, and the acres of clear acrylic are very distinctive 

.A. Michell Syncro 325 G A happy blend of qualities endows the stylish Syncro with a blend of subtlety and force - the mailed fist in the velvet glove 

.A. Pink Triangle Anniversary 1495 E Possibly the most detailed, clear and neutral deck around. Likeness to master tape is uncanny 

.A. Pink Triangle Export 890 E The PT TOO with built in PS. Retains features of great transparency and neutrality. Review sample had highish motor noise 

.A. .A. Rega Planar 2 185 G A remarkable product at the price, surprisingly articulate and confident 

.A. .A. Rega Planar 3 250 G A long time leader in its category, the '3 (with excellent RB300 arm) sounded nicely 'musical' in a balanced and coherent manner 

.A. Roksan Radius([ abriz zi 740 G Design is subtle, refined and easy on the eye. Musically it offers exceptional pertormance with a minimum of fuss 

.A. Systemdek 1.920 235 A- The motor unit is derivative of the Rega Planar 2 with a Moth arm. Up tempo even bright at times but never lacks enthusiasm 

.A. .A. Systemdek IIX/900 230 G A high pertormance budget turntable which is particularly strong at fine detail resolution and imagery 

.A. Systemdek IIXE/900AP 388 G+ The acrylic platter'd IIXE is one of the most capable budget decks on the market, good resolution, dynamics and timing 

.A. Thorens TD-3001 ffP90SF 760 G Excellent middle ranking esoterica, wrth strong all round abilities rather than excellence in particular areas 

.A. .A. Thorens TD166 VI/UKIRB250 280 A- Refined and articulate sound with well focused imagery, suitable for use with good MM and budget MC ca�idges 

Thorens TD2001 650 G- Similar to TD320 but much dearer - why? Sound is comfortable but not very detailed 

.A. Voyd 0.5 3368 E Halfway between standard and Reference Voyds with the latter's platter and bearing. Superb finish, colourtul and dynamic sound 

.A. Voyd Reference 5950 E Voyd's flagship, equipped with three substantial motors, a Lexan platter and brute PS. A strong contender for world's best 

.A. Well Tempered WTAT t690 G+ Intriguing/challenging design. Musically it is not ideal, but has a limpid quality and a lack of artificiality that sets standards 

Tonearms 
Product £Price Comments 

.A. Alphason HRI OOS 490 VG S-shaped arm sounds smooth, but nevertheless reproduces transrents with fine attack 

.A. Kuzma Stogi Reference 1000 VG Large, solid and well made arm, gives exceptionally clear sound with just a hint of brightness 

.A. Linn Ekos t297 VG Superb, state of the art design which builds significantly on predecessor ltlok's strengths 

.A..A. Moth arm 95 G+ The ultrmate budget arm? Refined, detailed, sweet and natural 

.A. .A. Rega RB300 139 VG Despite its modest price it sets exceptional pertormance standards and could be used on many high end turntables 

.A. Roksan T abnz 190 G+ Targetted at the Xerxes, this is a good alternative to the Rega arms in many cases - a  trifle bright 

.A. SME 309 568 VG Beautifully made and finished, fully adjustable, a highly neutral pertormer 

.A. SME Series IV 828 VG Superb engineering and finish with a finely balanced sound, impressive stereo focus and low colouration 

.A. SME Series V 1233 E Excellent in all respects, this arm arguably sets the standard for pivoted arms regardless of price 

12 91 

10 103 

10 103 

9 91 

NA 55 

NA 67 

NA 91 

NA 91 

11.5 48 

11.5 48 

9 103 

12 115 

NA 103 

NA 103 

NA 103 

t1.5 103 

15 91 

NA 72 

NA C91 

7.5 67 

tO C86 

12 79 

9 67 

12 . 60 

11.5 60 

9 91 

10 79 

10.5 60 

10.5 60 
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Personal messages 
Paul Messenger, hi-fi sage and three times former editor of 

Choice, explores the pros and cons of dipole and omni 

loudspeakers. They sound radically different but each in its own 

way has the ability to involve and entertain. 

T 
he obvious subjectfor discussion 

in my column this month was a 

startling juxtaposition of two vir­

tually opposite approaches to speaker 

design. I'd spent several days tuned into 

the old Quad Electmstatic, writing a ret­

rospective on this remarkable old-timer 

for our new baby audiophile magazine 

the EAR, given away with our last issue. 

Once again, I had been struck by the 

sense of intimacy in the 

way this design com­

municates with the 

(sweet s pot) listener-a 

comparison which 

starts to make sense 

when you consider 

how it interacts (mini­

mally) with the room. 

The Quads were 

replaced by the latest 

version of the 

Shahinian Arc, a most 

intriguing design that 

I've discussed and 

reviewed before. Both 

ELS and Arc are excep­

tional loudspeakers in 

their ways, but the con­

trast in the listening 

experience doesn't 

come much greater 

- largely, I suspect, 

because they represent 

opposite extremes of 

the distribution spec­

trum. 

The full range dipole (or doublet) like 

the Quad (and various panel designs) 

radiates sound in a figure-of-eight pat­

tern, concentrating the output in two 

(mutually out-of-phase) lobes, one in 

front and one behind the panel. They 

havetobewelloutfrom the end wall, but 

comparatively little sound goes 

upwards, downwards or sideways to 

bounce off walls, floor and ceiling en 

route to the listener. Therefore one hears 

relatively more of the direct and less of 

the reflected sound than with a conven­

tional speaker. Headphones eliminate 

all room reflection effects. 

Because its three monopole drivers 

are placed on a baffle that's only 30 
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degrees off the horizontal, the Arc is 

close to an omni-directional design, 

which represents the complete oppo­

site of the dipole condition. It's not an 

extreme case like the Bose 901 or some 

more expensive Shahinians, but nev­

ertheless goes well down the road. 

just like the Quad, the listener will 

still get the majmity of the sound direct 

from the drivers, but because the Arc 

bounces Jots of sound off the ceiling and 

walls, the proportion of reflected sound 

will be much greater. TI1e result is an 

entirely different sort of hi-fi illusion. 

THE PHILOSOPHICAL CRUNCH 
Panel speakers act rather like acoustic 

windows, allowing access to a recorded 

acoustic which is quite distinct from 

the listening room-as itwas when the 

recording was made. TI1e omni goes in 

the opposite direction, imposing the 

recording's acoustics onto the listening 

room acoustics and vice versa. 

TI1is is the philosophical crunch. 

Should the hi-fi speaker (or system) be 

trying to create a window onto the 

recording event, a la Quad, or should it 

be tJ.ying to bring the recording studio 

and musicians into your room,like an 

ornni? TI1ere's no glib answer. Both 

have validity, and if reason seems to 

favour the dipole/panel approach, the 

emotional reaction is inclined to sup­

port the omni.Trying to bring the musi­

cians into your room omni-style might 

be an unrealistic objective, but it can 

also be hugely entertaining. 

The down side is that omni-<iirec­

tionality is also as inherently unpre­

dictable as the very real differences 

between rooms -walls, ceilings and 

objects all have their own (reflective) fr-e­

quency responses. This is perhaps why 

nearly all of us end up with convention­

al monopole box type speakers, which 

fall neatly between tl1e two extremes. 

The good news is that Shahinian's 

Arc has been substantially improved. 

The bad, that the price has gone up 

fi-om £1,062 to £1,675 in less than two 

years. The over-bright treble 'sting' has 

gone thanks to tweeter changes, while 

the low impedance at high frequencies 

is slightly mollified. It's still an evil 

load, and a fairly low sensitivity speak­

er too, so top quality transistor amps 

are likely to work best. But assuming 

t11ey sound as well in your room as they 

do in mine, few speakers under £2,000 

are as much fun. Naim's SBL is the obvi­

ous alternative at the price, but tl1e two 

are very different. 

Omni speakers suffered a bad press 

in the UK when they first arrived 

around 20 years ago, but the 

Shahinians suggest its time for a reap­

praisal. Results will always be unpre­

dictable because of room dependency, 

but also, fundamentally, involving. 

Regrettably, even a simple omni like 

the Arc is beyond most people's means, 

though there's nothing to stop the 

entlmsiast experimenting with the ori­

entation of conventional speakers, or 

from indulging in DIY experiments 

witl1 more complexcabinet shapes and 

driver arrays. (The latter will involve 

engaging tl1e improbability drive, so do 

keep a conventional pair of speakers 

handy as a reference.) Perhaps I'll try 

and talk the Ear's editor into exploring 

this in a little more detail soon. 
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