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THE THREE POINTS OF THE KENWOOD TRIANGLE REPRESENT ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY, QUALITY AND STYLE

It seemed like the impossible dream. An amplifier that sounds like an esoteric, English one-off. Combined
with all the value for money that the sub-£200 price tag implies. -

Kenwood has turned the dream into reality. The original 3020 won rave reviews. Now, the SE model,
with its 220VA transformer, uprated capacitors and larger heatsink adds the final polish to a truly outstanding,
no-frills amp. :

‘What Hi-Fi?’ seems to think so, anyway. ‘the SE offers striking value to match its sparkling sonic
performance’ is their verdict. Or as Tel might put it, it’s the amp that leaves the rest with a mountain to climb.

For information pack, phone Dept. SE free on 0800 100110. KE NWO OD

HOME AUDIO, CAR AUDIO, COMMUNICATIONS EQUIPMENT, TEST AND MEASURING INSTRUMENTS, TELECOMMUNICATIONS
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The shock ofthe new

llow me to introduce myself as the

new editor of Hi-Fi Choice. For those

who care about such matters, I'm the
seventh hack to have held this post. My
publishing career to date has taken in
professional audio, music and (most
recently) home cinema. Butit began
with hifi, so arriving on the
magazine has been a kind of
homecoming. There is still
debate about enclosures,
transistors and upper-
mid-bass suckout, and
in spite of all former
predictions, no-one has
made a CD player
which sounds better
than the finest
turntable. However,
only the best-buried
ostrich head could
disagree that the
forums of the future will
revolve around the onward
march of all things digital, which will
influence audiophiles of tomorrow in more
ways than they can possibly imagine today.

In the meantime, let the Seventh Dynasty
of Choicebegin with a call for more
correspondence.Ifyou agree with what we
say, we want to know; likewise if you
disagree. Butit shouldn’t stop there.l want
to hear about your all your ideas, however
bizarre. About your experiences, your
thoughts on the future —and what has
driven you to become part of the privileged
élite who have realised that good hi-fi is the
only route to true enjoyment of good music.
After all, if itis nothing else, this high-

quality audio stuff should be fun. Hifiisa
means to an end. It exists to make pop more
popular, operas more operatic, heavy metal
more metallic. It’s about getting the most
from your records and CDs. It’s about getting
the very best next thing to ‘being there’ —
whether ‘there’ is the concert-hall or
recording studio.It’s about making an
emotional connection with the unlikely
combinations and permutations of sound-
pressure waves which we call music.

Allwell and good —but what makes hi-fi
so continuously fascinating is that, even
today, no-one has designed the perfect music
reproduction system. Even with the
accumulated wisdom available to today’s
electronic and acoustic engineers, no-one
knows exactly how the myriad
components in the audio chain
affect one another, and
hence how they affect
reproduced sound.

For that matter, no-
one can name with

certainty all the

factors which havea
bearing on how we
perceivemusic (as
distinct from the

physical process of

actually hearingit). That’s
why hi-fi remains so
fascinating, because in an age
when a great deal of technology is well
charted, the expedition in search of super
sound still has great areas left to explore. [
hope that in future years Hi-Fi Choice will be
remembered for having ploughed alittle
deeper into unknown tracts of audiophilia—
you’ll read more in months to come.

Turning to more immediate matters, this
month’sissue is notable for its free
supplement (cue the square jawline, above
left), which is crammed full of tips for those
who like their music on the move or on the
beach. In the main magazine, meanwhile,
we’ve got tests on satellite[subwoofer
systems and integrated amps, to name but
two. Also, next month you can look forward
to our exclusive Awards issue, plus tests on
mid-priced
speakers and
budget AVamps —
October’s issue
will be available in
your newsagent
by Friday
September9.
Enjoy!

Stan Vincent
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UPDAI E

Choice news from around the world

cam  Philips unleash

dig itz DCC assault

Arcam has pulled the sheet off two The DCC-MiniDisc war has And New CD Players, Too! span,independent of external
digital products: the snappily-titled escalated to another level with When it comes to Philips’ fresh factors such as varying

Delta Black Box 500 Digital Audio the arrival of Philips’ first crop of CD players, continuous temperature.

Control Centre (DACC, £750),andthe  recording DCC personal. The calibration is the name of the On the two cheapest models,
more succinctly-named Alpha One, DCC170, due for release in the £120CD710and

which at £299.90 s the first Arcam

CD player to cost less than £300. Septemberpriced £.25O-£,300’ the £13O CD.72(.)’
The DBB 5001s based on an Arcam- offersthe new 18-b|tStuQ|o PHILIPS Fhe calibration is
designed, one-bit DAC built with Recording Technology with implemented
discrete surface-mount components. enhanced dynamic T CASSETTE REGORDER Docyrg alongside anew
Up to seven digital sources may be headroom, digital/analogue 16-bit DAC, the
accommodated, and the unit may be inputand amicinput. Look TDA1545A.
used as a digital preampin out forareview in Choice Inthef170
associationwitha poweramp. very soon. CD740,anew
T't‘e'5°f°also i"fl“ies_?: i"tl‘:mal Duein Bitstream decoder
master reference clock with voltage- .
controlled crystal oscillator, and $ Nay .(TDA1.549) !S used
Arcam’s Sync Lock feature is ember, |n.c0n|un_ct|on
automatically activated the QCC' W't.h cor_mnuous
when the unit ) 730isthe calibration
: A\ latest full- techniques, while
sizerecorder the flagship £200
(also priced CD750employs
£250-£300), Philips’ recording DCC personal, the DCC170— aselected
whichincludes see Barry Fox’s first reactions to it on page 33. version of the
Philips’ Turbo Drive premium
: mechanism for ‘ultra- Bitstream DAC,
fast’ tape winding. the SAA7350.

Philips claims that this

All players utilise
feature, when combined with

Philips’ recently developed

The innards of the Alpha One —
get a load of that three-beam

transport, laser fans. more sophisticated control gfa ~game. The innovation, ‘ CDM-12 .linear—.trackingtransport
tape’s Table Of Contents, will which has been patented, claims mechanism, with three-beam

is connected to a Delta 250 or170.3 resultin much shorter track- to keep players performing at laserand digital servo IC.

CDtransport — guaranteeing fitter- access times. theirbest throughout their life- @ Philips 081-689 2166

free’ performance.

The Alpha One, meanwhile,
comes complete with a Sony three-
beam transport and the new Burr-
Brown PCM1710 multi-level A3 DAC,
with fourth-order noise shaping.
Inside the casework there’s a steel
chassis and rugged PCB, plus
audiophile analogue components
and a digital output.

Both products are covered by
Arcam’s two-year guarantee.
= Arcam (0223) 861550

Philips’ new CD players make use of continuous
calibration to keep a cool head at all times.

PHILIPS CouPACT o mAYER cO 10
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Ive guys
named Rotel

Rotel has announced the arrival
of three amplifiers, a CD player
and a phono equaliseronto the
market.

The £150 30Watt RA930AX
Mkil replaces the RA930AX
(reviewed HFC104), while the
£20030Watt RAg30BXis brand
new, reviewed on p52 of this
issue. The £250 line-level
soWatt RA935BX Mk,
meanwhile, replaces the
RA935BX (HFC121), forwhicha
phono stage costs £50.

Onthe digital front, the

RCD940BXCD player (£230)
replaces the RCD945AX (HFC
124); while the active phono
equaliser is dubbed the
RQ970BX, and costs £130.

The RA930BX claims to use
passive audiophile components
and specialist integrated circuits
inthe line stage, while the
RA935BX Mkllis said to benefit
from ‘28 circuit revisions’ over its
predecessor, and packs slit-foil
capacitors, toroidal transformer
and star-earth grounding
topologies onits PCB.

The CD player, meanwhile,
uses an 18-bit, eight times
oversampling chipset and a
number of ‘audiophile’
analogue components. It
benefits from a metal-chassis,
bonnet and front panel.

The RQ970BX phono
equaliserisdesigned for use
with line-only amplifiers, but
Rotelclaims it willimprove on
the basic performance of
integrated amps’ record-
reproducing internals.
= Rotel (0908) 317707

IN BRIEF

Aura has announced a replace-
ment for the long-running VA-50
amp: it’s the VA-80, which costs
£280 in black-mirror finish or £330
in chrome. The minimalist VA-80’s
circuitry borrows heavily from the
VA-100, reviewed in HFC 109, and
claims to offer 45 Watts per
channel RMS.

@ (0903) 750750

AV, the Stroud-based purveyor of
designer audiophilia, has
introduced an integrated amplifier
(the £799 S2000Ml) and a CD
player (the £899 S2000MClII) to
complement existing components
(reviewed in Statements, p.20).
The official launch will be at the
Ramada hi-fi show, from
September 8 to 11.

© (0453) 765682

One of the trio of amplifiers from Rotel that make up a five-
strong onslaught on the autumn market.

Look no wires! Monostem, neat
and effective equipment supports.

Siggy
Stardust

|
Which wood would you choose?
Veneer variety from ProAc.

ProAc is now producing a Signature
version ofits Tablette I/l speaker.

It’s yours for £849 in Burr Oak,
Ebony or Bird’s Eye Maple real-
wood veneer; or for £779 if you
choose Rosewood or Yew.

Benefits have been wrought from
acopper magnet assemblyin the
bass driver, allied to a solid-copper
phase plug; an, open, equalised
reflex port; and not forgetting a
modified crossover.

@ ProAco81-207 1150

The power of 3

Not contenttorest onthe laurels of the amp that launched a thousand systems,
NAD hasbroughtits expertise to bear on aremote-control CD multiplayer, the
£270 Model 513, which is out this month equipped with a MASH DAC.

The design has been kept simple, on the basis of customer research which
indicated most users require no more than three discs to be loaded at once.
While one discis playing, you may change the other two as required.

Up to 32 tracks may be programmed from all loaded discs, and thereis a
track-assembly Edit function to ensure painless preparation of cassette

compilations. @ 081-343 3240

Not only can you lounge in your armchair for a whole three compact

discs’ worth, you can point the remote and listen again, ad infinitum,

courtesy of the NAD Model 513.

3

=
-
-
-
-
-
-
=
=
-~
[}
N
~

Monostem is a stylish equipment
support system, encompassing
tables, speaker stands and
tape/CD racks. The table system is
based on a single-piece fixing
which attaches to the wall and
neatly hides cables at the same
time. A wide range of finishes is
available, and prices for the table
begin at £255.

@ (0533) 433233

Sony has announced the latest
version of its Super Bit Mapping
(SBM) system, which claims to
make 16-bit CD recordings sound
more like 20-bit masters. Also, it is
adding an SBM noise-shaping filter
to the analogue inputs of new
domestic DAT recorders, such as
the DTC-60ES, for enhanced
recordings.

Meanwhile, in the
analogue world, Sony has
announced three new cassette
tapes: UX, UXS and Metal XR.
2 (0932) 816000

It may look like a corrugated
omelette, but in fact it is the new
Magnapad Gold loudspeaker
magnet damping pad from Spectra
Dynamics — makers of the Deflex
Acoustic Panel (reviewed
Sessions, HFC 126). It costs from
£15 to £20 depending on
application, and we’ll be taking a
look at it soon.

@ (0745) 571600
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ONKYO.

U-L-T-1-M-A:T:E
TECHNOL 06 ¢

A RANGE OF HI-FI SEPARATES, MINI-AUDIO COMPONENTS AND HOME-THEATRE SYSTEMS
COMBINING PURE, NATURAL REPRODUCTION WITH LEADING-EDGE TECHNOLOGY AND A BUILD QUALITY OF SUCH
RELIABILITY THAT EVERY PRODUCT CARRIES A NO QUIBBLE 3 YEAR PARTS AND LABOUR GUARANTEE.

ONLY AVAILABLE THROUGH SPECIALIST INDEPENDENT DEALERS.

ONKYO. T

HIGH FIDELITY [XJ[coLev sussouno]

PRO - LOGIC

ONKYO UK LIMITED - 401-405 NETHER STREET - LONDON N3 1QG - TELEPHONE 081-343 2082




Craggy
thumbs

aloft

Onkyo have added a Pro-Logic
decoder to the stylish Liverpool
series of mini components
(reviewed HFC131).

The SR 211 PRO (£400) offers Hall,
Stadium, Disco and Dolby 3-Stereo
DSP modes in addition to Pro-Logic,
plus atest-tone generator,
automaticinput balancing, tone
controls and three video inputs.

24Watts are available for the
dialogue speaker, with 2x10Watts
offered for the rear speakers (DIN
figures, 80hms).

@ Onkyo 081-343 2082

This season’s Liverpool line-up
brings a Pro-Logic decoder, the
SR 211 PRO, up front.

Celling
England by
the sound

Celestion has unveiled some
adventurously-styled AV speakers.

The £149 MP1 multi-purpose
speaker is reflex-loaded, with an
injection-moulded polypropylene
cabinet. Just 295mm high, it is
magnetically shielded and easy to
mount. Power handling is quoted at
150 Watts, and free-space LF exten-
sion to 70kHz (+ 3dB). It comesin
cream or grey.

Three other AV additions include
the £99 Little 1 surround speaker, the
£179 Centre 2 dialogue speaker and
the £299 CSW powered subwoofer.

Watch this space for details of
Celestion’s radical hi-fi speaker, the
Kingston,
whose
curvaceous
enclosureis
made from a
high-tech
mineral
material
called Alpha
Crystal.
Pundits are
talking ofa
November
launch.

@ (0473)
723131

Small but
multi-purposeful:
the MP1.

Pi-Fi Choices

In tune with Pioneer — RDS too!

The pace of innovation continues
unchecked at Pioneer, where a
whole host of components have just
been rolled out.

There are no less than four CD
players on offer. Of most interest are
the £200 PD-S503 and £250 PD-
S703 which,accordingto Pioneer,
have benefited from extensive UK
tuning and component upgrades.

Both sport Pioneer’s Legato Link
Conversion system, which claims to
restore the musical naturalness
which other players fail to reach.

They also incorporate Pioneer’s
Pulseflowone-bit DAC, with
384-times oversampling and
second-order noise-shaping; and
Clean Laser Pickup, which has a
built-in RF amplifier forimproved
signal-pickup-accuracy and
conversion.

It’s also worth noting that the PD-
S703 is acheaper reworked version
of last year’s PD-S702. Thisyear’s
model has separate powersupplies
for digital and analogue stages, and
defeatable digital outputs.

There are two budget models —
the £140 PD-103, which replaces last
year’s PD-102; and the £160 PD-203,
which replaces the PD-202. Both
come equipped with Pulseflow and
Clean Laser Pickup.

Also new from Pioneer are two
RDS tuners (the £180 F-303RDS,
including EON; and the £130 F-203,
including Radio Text) and an entry-
level amplifier, the £150 A-203,
whichincludes a cheaper
implementation of the Wide Range
linear circuitry found in the highly-
acclaimed A-400X
= Pioneer(0753) 789789

Top tape from
Technics

Technics is replacing the RS-BX404 cassette deck with anew machine,

the RS-BX501. This £180 remote-control player has a centrally-
positioned mechanism with auto-reverse and automatic precision
tape calibration, plus Dolby B, Cand HX Pro.

Thanks to twin motors, Technics claim, the ’501 will wind tapes
approximately 50 per cent fasterthan its rivals. A microprocessor
system slows down the wind just before the end of the tape to

minimise the risk of snapping.

Something For The Weekend?

Also expected from Technics are three personal CD players: the £100

SL-XP170, £140 SL-XP18o and the £160 SL-XP250C, which is optimised

forin-car performance. All are scheduled for September release.
Both of the less expensive players have been designed to be light
but rugged and reliable, especially in high temperatures, thanks to a
polycarbonate body and toughened glass laser lens. Long alkaline
battery life is another feature, being eight hours and 11 hours

respectively for the SL-XP170and
SL-XP180.

The SL-XP250C, meanwhile, is
equipped with adouble-floating

transport forimmunity to knocks and

bumps, and a back-litdisplay.
Cigar-lighter power adapter and

car cassette interface are standard; a

mounting arm costs £34.
@ Technics (0344) 853943

Lightweight, rugged CD personals from Technics sound like essential
equipment for a survival course — may not keep you warm, though. ..

IN BRIEF

Keswick Audio Research has turned
from speakers to amps with the
Vegas, a line-level integrated valve
amp, producing 18 Watts per chan-
nel using EL84 tubes for around
£800. It’s due in September, as is
the Cantana, a high-sensitivity two-
way speaker. 2 (0977) 671823

Polk’s £300 AW-M3 is a compact
outdoor speaker with an integrated
mounting bracket, and a sensitivity
quoted as 89dBW. Its white finish
may be painted. @ (0727) 827311

Polk’s AW-M3 likes it outdooré.

New accessories: AC Mains’Press
(£79) from the Audiophile Club =
081-882 2822 claims to eliminate
the interference sometimes caused
by fridges, freezers et al. LFD Audio
2 (0255) 422533 has a six-way
mains distribution block, housed in
steel, utilising gold-plated MK hard-
ware, and wired with silver-plated
copper cable coated in PTFE (from
£150). Path Group has upgraded its
Ixos range of connectors to include
locking and sleeved banana plugs,
plus heavy-duty phono plugs.

2 (0494) 441736.

The most phono you can have
with your clothes on .

Tube enthusiast Stuart Perry has
formed a company to reproduce
Beam-Echo valve amps (see HFC 131,
p34), acclaimed in the ’so0s and ’60s.
He claims the replicas will be to
original spec except where modern
components can wreak improve-
ments. @ (0425) 278270

Errata: our steady quill slipped last
month on some prices. The THETA
Data Basic/COBALT 307 (p53) com-
bination costs £2,696 not £987;
the PS Audio Lambda/Ultralink
Two combination (p51) costs
£4,900 not £4,500, and the AKG
K70 headphone (p66) cost £29.95
not £39.95. Our sincere apologies
to all parties concerned.
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UR REFERENCE POINT FOR THE BEST HI-FI

Reference Point is a sound partnership between Pioneer and a nationwide network of
specialist hi-fi dealers, selected because they’re the most reputable independent experts.

Visit any Pioneer Reference Point dealer for the best advice and service.

AVON

Paul Roberts,

Paul Roberts,

Paul Roberts,
Weston-Super-Mare
Radford Hi-Fi,

Bristol 0272 429370
Bristol 0272 250760

0934 620500
Bristol 0272 428248

BEDFORDSHIRE
B & B Hi-Fi, Luton 0582 459915
Richards Audio Visual,
Bedford 0234 365165
BERKSHIRE
B & B Hi-Fi,
B & B Hi-Fi,

Bracknell 0344 424556
Maidenhead 0628 73420
B & B Hi-Fi, Newbury 0635 32474
B & B Hi-Fi, Reading 0734 583730
Frasers Hi-Fi & Video,
Slough
Opus Vision & Sound,
Wokingham

0753 520244
0734 794998

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE
B & B Hi-Fi, High Wycombe 0494 535910

CAMBRIDGESHIRE
Cambridge Hi-Fi,Cambridge 0223 67773
CHESHIRE

Hamlets Audio Visual, 061-428 5278
Cheadle [061-428 6367
Hamlets Audio Visual,
Stockport

Hamlets Audio Visual,
Macclesfield

061-476 3500
0625 614723

CORNWALL

ETS Electricentres, Helston 0326 573285
ETS Electricentres,

Penzance 0736 64274
H.B.H. Woolacotts, Bude 0288 352269
ETS Electricentres,  Truro 087279809

CUMBRIA

Kenneth Gardner,  Kendal 0539721953

DERBYSHIRE

Roy Smith Electrical,

Chesterfield 0246 234953
Stuart Westmoreland, Derby 0332 367546
FL Smith Electrical,
Chesterfield 0246 823167
DEVON
Bernard Smith, Barnstaple 0271 43503
Radford Hi-Fi, Exeter 0392 218895
Radford Hi-Fi, Plymouth 0752 226011
Upton Electronics, Paignton 0803 551329

DORSET
Movement Audio,
Bournemouth

0202 529988

0202 730865

Roots {0202 721983

Movement Audio,

ESSEX

Chew & Oshorne,
Chew & Oshorne,
Saffron Walden 0799 523728
Classic Sound & Vision, {0702 461634
Southend-on-Sea 0702 600130
Hi-Spek Electronics,

Brentwood
Peter Foulkes,
Peter Foulkes,

Epping 0992 574242

0277 226303
Colchester 0206 767428
Maldon 0621853148

Twenty 20 Audio Visual,

West Thurrock

Waters & Stanton, Hockley {

Waters & Stanton,
Hornchurch

GLOUCESTERSHIRE
Cheltenham 0242 573012
Gloucester 0452 419777

Hutchinsons,
Robbs,

GREATER MANCHESTER

MIDDLESEX
0708 891818
0702 206835
0702 204965

Musical Images,
Hounslow

0708 444765 NORFOLK
Adcock & Sons,
Martins Hi-Fi,
Martins Hi-Fi,

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE
Northampton

H.G. Rapkin,

Bill Hutchinson, Manchester 061-839 8800

Cleartone Hi-Fi, Manchester 061-835 1156
Hamlets Audio Visual,

Ashton-under-Lyne

HAMPSHIRE
Cristavision,
Now That's Hi-Fi,
Portsmouth
Sinclair Youngs,
Basingstoke

Fareham 0329 288660

061-343 5127 Mansfield

. F.L. Smith Electrical,

Worksop
Forum Hi-Fi,
Superfi,
0705 811230
{0256 28623
0256 21307

OXFORDSHIRE

Southampton Hi-Fi Centre,

Southampton

HERTFORDSHIRE
Chew & Osborne,
Bishops Stortford
David Orton Ltd,
RadiolLux,

HUMBERSIDE
Superfi,

ISLE OF WIGHT
Russells,

KENT

Howes of Southborough,

Tunbridge Wells
Kimberley Hi-Fi,
Bexley Heath
V.J. HiFi,
Folkstone

LANCASHIRE
Cleartone Hi-Fi,

Kenneth Gardner, Lancaster
Blackpool 0253 295661

Preston {

Norman Audio,
Norman Audio,

P & A Audio Video,

Ormskirk
Romers Hi-Fi,

LINCOLNSHIRE
Superfi,

LONDON

Babber Electronics,

Brians Hi-Fi,

Hi Spek Electronics,

Hi-Way Hi-Fi,

w2

Kamla Electronics,
Myers Audio,
Spatial Audio,

Stereo Regent Street,

Superfi,

MERSEYSIDE
Beaver Hi-Fi,
P & A Audio Video,

Watford 0923 229734

Newport 0983 523864

Blackburn 0254 887799

Lincoln 0522 520265

Liverpool 051-709 9898

0703 228434 SHROPSHIRE
Shropshire Hi-Fi,
Shrewsbury
W. Owen,

0279 656401
Hitchin 0462 452248 SOMERSET

Paul Roberts,

STAFFORDSHIRE

Hull 0482 24051 Purkiss Hi-Fi,
SUFFOLK
Peter Watts,
Bury St Edmunds
System Sound,
[0892 528682

0892 537288  SURREY
Audiolite,
Thornton Heath
Cosmic,
Addlestone
Tru-Fi,
Tru-Fi,

Tru-Fi,

081-304 3272
0303 256860

0204 31423
0524 64328

Bolton

0772 253057
0772555769  SUSSEX EAST
Smythe & Barrie,
0695 573456 Eastbourne
Brighton

SUSSEX WEST
Cristavision,
Chichester

Sunderland Electronics,

W13 081-579 6315
W1 071-631 1109
N3 081-349 1166
{071 -402 2441
071723 5251

W1 071-323 2747
E17 081-520 7277
W1 071-637 8702
W1 071-287 2458
NW1 071-388 1300

Worthing

TYNE & WEAR
Bill Hutchinson,

WEST MIDLANDS
Coventry Hi-Fi,
Cleartone,
Birmingham
Superfi,

Crosby 051-931 3695 W.ME.C,

Kings Lynn

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE
F.L. Smith Electrical,

Nottingham
Nottingham

Witney Audio Centre, Witney

Sunderland Electronics,

Newcastle-upon-Tyne

Musical Images, Edgeware 081-952 5535
081-569 5802
081-570 7512

0953 881248
0553 761683
0603 627010

0604 37515

0623 655684

0909 479770
0602 622150
0602 412137

0993 702414

0743 232085
0743 232317

Telford 0952 613818

Taunton 0823 270000

Hanley 0782 265010

0284 703045

Sudbury 0787 372348

081-653 3657

/2261
0932 854522
/851753

Leatherhead 0372 378780

0737 766128
0737 767404

Camberley 0276 686414
Weybridge Audio,Weybridge 0932 851121

0323729192

0273774113

0243 775444/5

0903 201187

091-230 3600

Coventry 0203 440529

021-633 4944
Birmingham 021-631 2675
Universal Electronics,
Wolverhampton -
Rowley Regis 021-559 1412

0902 23741

WILTSHIRE
PR Sounds,
P R Sounds,

Melksham 0225 708045
Trowbridge 0225 777799

WORCESTERSHIRE
David Waring Cameras & Hi-Fi,
Worcester 0905 27551

YORKSHIRE NORTH
Maxwells, Northallerton 0609 773535
Vickers Hi-Fi, York 0904 629659

YORKSHIRE SOUTH
Superfi, Sheffield 0742 723768

YORKSHIRE WEST

Amrik Electronics, Bradford 0274 722530

Amrik Electronics, Leeds 0532 752285

Bill Hutchinson, Leeds 0532427777

Castleford {0977 Sl
0977 556774

Leeds 0532 449075

Eric Wiley,
Superfi,

NORTHERN IRELAND

C0. DOWN
LRG Sound & Vision, Larne { 0282782452

0232 451381

CO. ANTRIM
LRG Sound & Vision, Larne 0574 272757
Nicholl Bros, Ballymena 0266 49616

SCOTLAND

GRAMPIAN

e, 0224 585713
Holburn Hi-Fi, Aberdeen {0224 572729
MID LOTHIAN

Bill Hutchinson, Edinburgh 031-667 2877

STRATHCLYDE
Bill Hutchinson,  Glasgow 041-248 2857
TAYSIDE

Robert Ritchie, Montrose 0674 73765

WALES

GLAMORGAN

Quinns Audio Visual Systems,
Swansea 0792 773644
GWENT

Hi-Fi Western, Newport 0633 262790
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If vou work to play,

you're a Pioneer.

NEVER TOO OLD TO PLAY

If your dreams are real,

you're a Pioneer.

NEVER TOO YOUNG TO DREAM

If you understand that
you are what vou hear,

you're a Pioneer.

ALWAYS A PIONEER

If you believe that
great Hi-fi means total
home entertainment

you're a Pioneer.

PD-S703 CD player with
Legato Link Conversion for

the most natural hi fi sound.

for an information pack:

FREEPHONE 0800 480480
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Choice

SESSIONS

The latest products, the best recordings and our own point of view on the most

interesting developments to hit the hi-fi scene. Concise reports by the Choice team.

LOUDSPEAKERS

SonySS-AlL

£449.99

() Coherent,dynamicand
transparent.

) Quiteatough load; need
decent amplification.
SOUND # # # ok
VALUE o A Aok

wearing its Sony badge (in

fetching suede) I would have
putitdown as a BBC designed
Harbeth or Spendor. Everything,
from the shape and extensive
use of felt damping, to the

I fthis speaker hadn’t been

Denon

TU-380RD

£189.99

() Great RDS implementation
in agood-value tuner.

) Longwave and signal
strength omitted; sound
quality compromised.
SOUND 7 sk d ok
VALUE Kk kk

yetanother Japanese hi-fi
brand has mastered RDS
technology onits latest tuner,

I tis gruelling to find out that

The BBC monitor effect has come
back from Japan with Sony’s bio-
cellulose loaded SS-AiL.

expensive understated veneer,
says Studio Monitor. But look a

butI mustreport that Denon’s
TU-380RD features second-

little closer and this £450 Sony
shows at least some of its
heritage: there are little bits of
rubber damping the surround, a
dust cap on the woofer and the
time aligned tweeter is made of
the same bio-cellulose that was
featured in the (£2.5k) R10
headphones.

The SS-A1Lis an infinite baffle
design that’s a little bigger than
an LS3/5a at 30x19x20cm
(hxwxd)without the grille. Its
response extends down to 60Hz
by virtue of a4ohmimpedance
and 85dBfW sensitivity. Used on
Acoustic Energy stands they
worked well both close to and
away from the rear wall, but the
optimum site turned out to be
between a foot to sixteen inches
out. Positioned thus and fed
glorious triode amplified signals
from a pair of Gamma Aeons,
some rather palatable sounds
were heard to issue forth from
the diminutive Sonys.

As one might expect from
such a considered design, they
were pretty short on character,
reflecting instead the character
of the music and the system. The
lack of cabinet contributions
made for truly ‘out of box’
imaging and the even balance
delivered natural, convincing
voices and a generally open
soundstage. They lack little
when it comes to coherence,
rendering the fluid beat of the
The Grateful Dead’s Rosalie
McFall with some aplomb.

Connected to the
somewhat stiffer output of
Michell Alectos, the Sonys
produced some
impressive low
frequency grumbles and
bounced along with
Chaka Demus and Pliers.

The transistor amplifiers
produced greater spatial
coherence but also a constant

desire to turn up the volume,
which, ifindulged, resulted in

thespeakershardeningup a tad.

Convincingand obviously
well-thoughtout, the SS-AIL
represents a further step along
the classic BBC path. It adds

dynamics and pace to neutrality.

Jason Kennedy

Sony UK Ltd, The Heights,
Brooklands, Weybridge, Surrey
KT13 0XW. @ (0932) 816000

generation EON capability.
There has been British input
towards the design, though, if
only from extensive
collaboration with the BBC,
whose RDS development
engineers were consulted at
each stage to ensure the system
was correctly configured.
Although lacking long-wave,
this £190 FM/AM tuner makes
full use of the active Radio Text
messages which the BBC has
been broadcasting alongside its

An affordable tuner with
outstanding RDS capabilities.
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Sessions

national FM signals since the
beginning of the year. These give
details about the programmes
and the music played.

On Radio Three this means the
name of major works, performer
or orchestra details, and the
conductor. Many commercial
stations are experimenting with
the concept, and Classic FM is
poised to go live with its text
implementation. Others are less
far advanced though, as Radio
Mercury still refers to an
engineering test from the long
defunctIBA.

Other RDS features give access
to accurate Clock Time, station
identand tuning by PTY (or
programme type) be it News,
Rockor Pop. And the TA flag
means the TU-380RD will re-tune
automatically to travel flashes
from local stations.

While all the RDS functions
work well, standard tuner
features are sparse. There is an
RF attenuator, but that’s about
all, as thereisn’teven a signal
strength meter. Yet the 40 pre-
sets, arranged in five banks,
should prove enough for the
most avid radio fan. There’s no
tuning knob, instead up/down
buttons are used in either
manual or automodes to scan
the bands for stations.

Thisis a fairly good sounding
tuner which should find many
friends. It’s not outstanding, but
its performanceis no disgrace —
especially given the sub-£200
price point. Bass lines are
powerful enough and the
midrange is generally free of
colorations. The treble could
extend further and be smoother,
but the soundstage is wide and
provides a believable picture.

Removing the lid revealed a
sparsely populated circuit board
filling less than half the interior.
There’s nothing special inside:
an off-the-shelf front-end from
Mitsumi and the
popular
LA1265
and
LA3401
chip-sets
~ suggest
littlein the

A stylish tower of a system from
Pioneer — the Impresso 7 —
where the emphasis is very much

on solid engineering.

way of audiophile application.
But, at the price, we can
expect little else and
Denon hasbuilta
middle of the road
tuner which will
work with the
majority of modest
systems. The

excellent RDS features
are areal bonus in
getting the most from
radio signals.

Trevor Butler

Hayden Laboratories,

Chiltern Hill, Chalfont St
Peter, Gerrards Cross, Bucks
SLI9UG. @& (0753) 888447

Pioneer

Impresso 7

£899.95

() Eschews gimmicks for no-

nonsense engineering;

excellent performance,

especially from CD and tape.

) Flat,opaque sounding
tuner with mildly

disappointing FM.

SOUND  # #hk

VALUE kA fok

ioneer has recently

launched two rather

serious-looking midi
systems under the Impresso
name which combine hi-fi
credentials with stripped down
controls and snappy ‘lifestyle’
packaging. Of the two, the
costlier Impresso 7 is the more
serious, with a better, more
powerful amplifier, an RDS
tuner and a CD playerwith
Legato Link digital filtering for
£900 —a modest £150 hike over
itsstablemate.And yes, for the
real hi-fi techies out there, this is
asystem thatyou can buy
without speakers, which is how
itwas tested.

The Impresso system consists
of true separates. Each
component has its own power
supply and mains lead, albeit
daisy-chained so that only one
mains plug is required. Features
included have been chosen on

strict -
utilitarian grounds,

so the tuner has a timer

and RDS for station naming,
radio text and EON (Enhanced
Other Networks), which in the
fullness of time will allow such
things as auto-retuning to catch
traffic broadcasts — useful if
your car is wired for 240 volts.
The cassette deck has a single,
auto-reverse mechanism, butis
equipped with auto tape bias
and level adjust. DSP modes and
equaliser functions are notable
by theirabsence.

Used with Mission 760i
speakers, the Impresso 7
performed like a thoroughbred,
thanks in part to a clean-
sounding amplifier which
imposed strong control over the
loudspeakers, and which lacked

the
opacity
and grain so

prevalent with system amps.
The Legato Link digital filter
weaved its usual spell, giving an
unusually smooth, naturally
distanced sound from CD, and
the cassette deck also impressed
with its stability and solidity.
The only disappointment was
the tuner, which failed to
transcend it’s system origins,
and which sounded rather flat
and opaque, though it was adept
at picking its way though an
increasingly crowded FM band.
Alvin Gold

Pioneer High Fidelity (GB) Ltd,
Pioneer House, Hollybush Hill, Stoke
Poges, Slough, Berks SL24QP.

= (0753) 789789
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INTRODUCING THE NEW
PRONC RESPOINSE ONE °S!

The most exciting miniature loud-
speaker on the market now has a
revolutionary new bass/midrange
unit, producing even greater bass
power with an incredibly refined and
open midrange.

See it and hear it for yourself at
the Ramada Hi-Fi Show on the
10-11th September — we're in Room
1071 and the Wellington Suite.

@ ProAc
Perfectly natural

130-132 THIRSK ROAD BOREHAMWOOD HERTFORDSHIRE WD6 5BA ENGLAND TELEPHONE (081) 207 1150 FAX (081) 953 8933




Arion Elektra

£999.00

() Natural sounding
amplifier; fluid midband;
good dynamic range.

) Utilitarian styling; can
sound grainy.
SOUND % s ok
VALUE % % % % %

rion Acoustics is part of
the ever-growing Kronos
Distribution empire.

Arion’sintention is to produce
good sounding, no-frills products
and the £1,000 Elektra valve
integrated amp is the first of
these. Mains filters, cables and
more valve products are to follow.
On the outside, the Elektra is
fitted into a routine black case of
the Audio Innovations Series 500
school (though it lacks the
pretty perspex top-plate). The
valves in the Elektra are laid
transversely along the top plate.
The line-level- only Elektra uses
an ECC83 valve driving a 6SN7 to
power a pair of 5881 output
pentodes per channel. All of
these tubes are sourced from the
well-respected Sovtec catalogue,
and the amplifier should give
out alittle under 25 Watts with
the wind in its sails. Aside from
hot, glassy things, the Elektra
uses high quality components
wherever possible, using 2.4mm
thick double-sided-PCBs and
components from such
manufacturersas Audio Note,
Beyschlag and Nipon ChemiCon.
Such dedicated audiophile-valve

components are
seldom encountered
inamps at this price, as
many manufacturers opt for
looks instead of decent sound.

Ifyou are after decent sound,
however, you’d be hard pushed
to beat the Elektra. Partnered
with a high quality CD source,
good silver cables and efficient
speakers, the amplifier produces
amusical performance,
whatever the demands of the
style. Although the amplifier
operates in push-pull, it has
much of the speed and grace
associated with more esoteric
single-ended designs. It is
equally at home playing a crisp,
bright and dynamic movie
soundtrack in stereo, as it is
playing Johann Strauss or Rage
Against The Machine.

A curious by-product of the
Elek