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CHOICE WORDS 

The more the merrier ... 

T 
he more I think about it, the more I 

get excited about the idea of multi· 

channel music replay systems. It all 

dates back to January 1994, when, on a cold, 

bright day in Las Vegas, Meridian Audio 

Chairman Bob Stuart revealed his Digital 

Theatre system to an unsuspecting world. 

Based on the 565 Digital Surround Processor, 

and mak:ing use of assorted Meridian digital 

speakers and control electronics, the system 

claims to offer digitally-optimised replay of 

both music and film soundtracks, a goal 

which is rapidly becoming the Holy Grail of 

consumer audio. 

However. while the mainstream debate on 

this topic has become obsessed with 

comparative minutiae of loudspeaker 

performance and amplifier power outputs­

Can you have authentic cinema sound 

without horn-loaded compression drivers? 

Are cinema-sound subwoofers too flabby for 

music?-Meridian's approach to the issue 

has shown a refreshing sense of perspective 

on the matter, and an appreciation for the 

bigger picture. And not necessarily the 

picture on the small or silver screens ... 

The 565 processor has a fi.1ll set of 

cinematographic credentials: Precision 

Dol by Pro-Logic, THX approval, upgrade 

options for Dol by AC-3 5.1-channel digital 

soundtrack encoding, to name but a few. 

However, what gets me buzzing is the way 

this black box extends the multi-speaker 

cinema metaphor into the realm of music, 

via Bob Stuart's professed expertise in 

psychoacoustics and digital technology. And 

if the specs are to be believed, it does so by 

providing an all-embracing sound-field with 

none of the audiophile compromises 

inherent in the steered mono of Dol by Pro­

Logic or its quadraphonic forbears. 

It's no longer heresy to enunciate the 

limitations of two-speaker stereo systems, in 

particular their lack of image stability 

outside a closely-defined sweet spot; their 

incorrect portrayal of timbre for 

instruments moving across the sound-stage; 

and their limitations when it com.es to 

recreating the ambiance of an acoustic 

recording. Multi-channel systems, however, 

provide additional central solidity and a 

much greater sense of ambiance; but more 

importantly, as Bob opined in a recent Audio 

Engineering Society lecture, when executed 

correctly for music they make notes and 

rhythms easier to understand. As he put it: 

'TI1e more speakers there are in a room, the 

less important the room becomes.' 

So while hi-fi pundits will joust 

interminably about the semantics of speaker 

placement and room modes, when it comes 

to multi-speaker reproduction, the bottom 

line is less a matter of specmanship and 

much more a matter of making light work 

for the brain. 

This is a fundamental point from 

psychoacoustics to which more hi·fi 

manufacturers should pay heed. However, 

Meridian are not alone in examining the 

ear {brain interface. The Rehdeko speakers 

reviewed in issue two ofEnligh tened Audio 

Review (free with HFC 136), concern 

themselves with purveying as much good­

quality mid band information as possible, 

reasoning that if and only if the brain hears 

the critical mid band region clearly and 

easily, it can make sense of the music and 

'fill in' extremes of sound above and below. 

This reconstruction process is, I'm sure, at 

the heart of musical enjoyment. The more 

reconstructing the brain has to do, the more 

fatiguing the sound- which is why 

aficionados always applaud the best hi·fi by 

describing how it 'disappears' from the 

musical performance. Thus it seems hi·fi 

corrupts the old adage 'less is more' when it 

comes to multi-speaker stereo. More 

speakers mean less 'system', less 'room'. 

Don't wony if this is m.aking your head 

spin. We'll be 

covering the 

Meridian system 

in the March issue 

ofOwice, wherein 

we'll get to grips 

with some of the 

deeper concepts 

involved. 

Ston Vincent, Editor 





Meridian 

floored 
T

he A500, latest addition 

to Meridian's 500 Series 

speaker range, is a passive 

floorstander in a compact, 

slim-baffled enclosure topped 

with smoked plate glass to 

match other Meridian compo­

nents. Finishes are black ash 

(£695) or rosewood (£745), 

with matt-black plinths and 

black Lycra grille cloths. 

Sensitivity is a high-ish 

90dB, with impedance set at a 

safe six Ohms; recommended 

amplifier rating is 20-1 OOW. 

Driver units are two 160mm 

bass/mid units and a 25mm 

soft dome tweeter; the 

crossover uses high-quality 

components, heavy wiring and 

double gold-plated binding 

posts. E (01480) 434334 

The Asoo - styled to match 
Meridian's electronics 
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Thorens dives into 

hi·fi electronics 
A 

fter 1oo years of turntable manufacturing, Thorens 

has taken the plunge into electronics. No fewer 

than three equipment lines spearhead this initiative: 

Concreto, a collection of sharply-styled mid-price 

separates; Consequence, a range of superbly-built 

minimalist audiophile components; and Classic, a 

goWpc valve pre/ power combination. 

Consequence is first into the UK, in the guise of the 

fully discrete TTP 2000 preamp (£soo) and key-operated 

TTA 2ooo power amp (£sso). A matching CD transport 

(with floating chassis), DAC and RDS tuner will follow 

early next year. The preamp caters for both MM and MC 

cartridges via a sophisticated adjustable phono stage, 

and claims only two capacitors in the high-level signal 

path. The power amp, meanwhile, develops up to 

2x6oWatts into four Ohms (with 2owatts in Class A) 

via WBT binding posts. 

The Classic series comprises the £1500 TRA3ooo 

preamp and £2ooo TRP3ooo power amp. The preamp 

deploys two triodes and pentode EF86 tubes, with DC 

heating, plus a dedicated ECL82 feeding a head phone 

socket. Signal switching is effected by gold-plated relay. 

Inside the power amp, meanwhile, eight EL34 pentodes 

operate via a four-fold laminate ultralinear transformer. 

Last but not least, the Concreto range includes a 

preamp, two power amps, an RDS tuner, CD player and 

DAC, with prices starting at £300. 

E (01494) 890277 

Rock around the clock 
T

he £450 Alpha 5 CD player, 

which sold 12,000 units last 

year, has been upgraded with 30 

modifications. The Philips 

transport and existing chip set 

remain, but the Alpha 5 Plus 

uses a new discrete clock 

oscillator with its own stabilised 

power supply. The output from 

the digital filter is reclocked 

before the DAC, �ying claimed 

improvements in realism, 

dynamics and soundstaging. 

Future-proofing is evident in the 

DAC's plug-in daughter board, 

and a coaxial digital output. 

The Alpha 5 Plus is in the 

shops for £470, though existing 

Alpha 5 owners can upgrade 

their players for £100, including 

fitting. E (01223) 440964 



KEF Cookes 

three specials 
K EF launches four new 

speakers this month, 

including three that pay homage 

to the company's founder. The 

Raymond Cooke Series 

includes special editions of 

Reference 104/2 and 107/2: 

older non-Uni·Q models which 

are firmly still in demand. The 

new versions feature special 

finishes and are priced fittingly: 

the 104/2 starts at£1799; the 

107/2 kicks off at a cool £3999. 

New in the Reference range is a 

version of t he LS3/5a, for which 

KEF has been the sole drive unit 

source for many years. Teak and 

Santos rosewood finishes retail 

at £599 and £699 respectively. 

The other new speaker is the 

£130 Coda 7.1t's a reflex ported 

two-way fitted with a 130mm 

bass/ mid driver and a 25mm 

soft dome tweeter; impedance 

is six Ohms, sensitivity 91 dB. 

a (01622) 672261 

Technics AV 

amp at£280 

T echnics' new £280 SA-GX370L 

Dol by Pro-Logic receiver has 

consistent front power outputs for 

optimal soundtrack reproduction. 

In Pro Logic mode the SA-GX370L 

delivers 40W to the front and centre 

speakers with 20W to the surrounds, 

while power output in hi-fi stereo 

mode is soW per channel. 

Other features include two 

video and four audio inputs, plus 

an AM/FM tuner stage with thirty 

presets and ten-key direct access. 

a (01344) 853943 

Den on 
decodes 
top sound 

D enon has deployed audiophile 

engineering techniques to 

improve Dolby Pro-Logic decoding 

in the new £8ooAVC-28oo. Front 

and centre channels are handled as 

analogue signals to retain detail and 

dynamic range; rear channels are 

processed by a multi-chip custom 

DSP decoder with separate digital 

and analogue sections. Three 

discrete 85W amplifiers power the 

front channels, while two 25watters 

feed the rears. 

The 28oo uses icon-based 

on-screen displays, and a learning 

remote control. There are four video 

inputs, eight audio inputs and four 

outputs, including 5-Video 

connections. a (01753) 888447 

Tubes Not Dead Shocker 

A ccording to electronic component 

supplier RS Components, world-wide 

demand tor vacuum tubes is currently worth 

around $3 billion per year. 

As a result, RS has introduced its own 

range of audio amplifier valves, including two 

matched pairs from National Electronics, one 

of the few remaining specialist valve makers. 

The range includes pre-amplifier, driver and 

output valves suitable tor amplifiers with up 

to 70watt output ratings. 

RS is a trade-only supplier, but any hi·fi 

dealer with an RS account should be able 

to order devices on a customer's behalf. 

a (01536) 201234 
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Linn gets Live 
L 

inn used its recent Hear Linn Live seminars in London, Manchester and 

Edinburgh to unveil several new hi-fi components and discuss all areas of 

Linn-osity, including multi room systems, home cinema and the future of hi-fi. 

New products include the £524/£593 Wakonda, essentially a preamp-only 

version of the Majik amplifier 

fitted with a Brilliant switch 

mode power supply; a new 

£239 polymer stand for the 

floorstanding Keltik speaker; 

and the £298 Centrik centre 

channel speaker which is based 

on the popular Keilidh 

floorstander. There was also 

an as-yet-unnamed new 

universal polymer stand for 

Tukan-sized speakers. 

Linn recording artistes also 

featured at recent Grahams Hi-Fi 

live jazz evenings held in the 

Islington shop during November. 

Artists included the Dave Angol 

Quintet and Linn Records jazz 

artistes Claire Martin (vocals) 

and David Newton (piano). 

Small, invited crowds were 

offered the chance to compare 

live and recorded jazz played 

on a top Linn hi-fi system. 

Grahams Hi-Fi � 0171-

226 5500; Linn Products Ltd 

� 0141-644 5111 

Come in 
number38! 
Madrigal's update of the award-winning 
Mark Levinson No38. 

Mac's back 

U 
5 audio stalwarts Mclntosh Laboratory 

will launch a plethora of new products over 

the next six months. While CD players, LaserDisc 

players and tuners are imminent, first out of the 

New York State factory is the £3,500 MA6800 

integrated amplifier. 

Behind the conventional solid Mclntosh 

styling lies a remote-controllable preamplifier 

and 150watt power amplifier. The preamp stage 

connects up to eight sources, and features 

electromagnetic switching with separate listen 

and record circuits. The power amp stage, 

meanwhile, claims 55 amps of peak current, and is 

replete with Mclntosh's own Autoformer output, 

which purports to accurately match the output of 

the MA6800 to loudspeakers of impedances 

between two and eight ohms. 

� (01483)454993 

D 
esigners at Madrigal have given a thorough 

overhaul to their already-sophisticated, 

EAP-award-winning Mark Levinson No38 remote­

controlled preamp. The Mark Levinson No38S 

differs from the 38 by using a superior-quality 

four-layer circuit board, on which 30 passive 

components (14 high-precision resistors and 

one Teflon capacitor in each channel) have been 

upgraded for the 385. 

The new four-layer circuit board was originally 

designed for demanding telecommunications 

applications; the component upgrades resulted 

from listening test appraisal. 

For £6495 you can judge for yourself. 

� (01494) 441736 

Update 

IN BRIEF 
loadsa headphone happenings 
this month with new models from 
Beyerdynamic and Sennheiser. 
Beyer's DT531 is a circumaural 
design weighing only 245g and 
priced at £129. Corralon earpads, 
neodymium magnets and a bass­
reflex design claim frequency 
response extending from 1oHz to 
30kHz. Sennheiser has three new 
'organically styled' models to add 
to its 5-Series: the HD535, 545 and 
565, priced respectively at £89.95, 
£109.95 and £129.95. All are cir­
cumaural types with cardanic joints 
to help them cosset your cranium. 
Beyerdynamic � (01273) 479411; 
Sennheiser � (01628) 850811 

Coles Electroacoustics reckons it 
has a 'new and superior type of 
stereo amplifier' in the £495 
Cubicon 1. Eschewing the switches, 
tone controls and multiple stages 
used in most conventional designs, 
this design offers single-stage 
amplification and direct 
connection, giving quality claimed 
to be 'way beyond that possible 
with more complicated amplifiers'. 
Active bass equalisation and 
high/low input settings complete 
the picture. Designer Paul Griffin 
also has two interesting new 
speakers to mark his return to hi-fi 
design: the £995 Stratos high­
quality miniature, and the Cubicon 
2, a general purpose omnidirec­
tional (price yet to be announced). 
� (01992) 466685 

Monitor Audio has added the 
Studio 12 to its Studio series. This 
tall, slim floorstander has a pair of 
125mm aluminium cone bass/mid 
drivers which flank a 25mm gold­
dome tweeter. The speakers are 
available in a range of elegant 
veneers, and MA even offers to 
match them to a customer's furni­
ture to special order. Prices start 
from £999 for standard black and 
oak finishes. e (01223) 246344 

Stuck for somewhere to stash your 
software? Three companies have 
storage systems you might find 
interesting. The Original Book 
Works has cassette and CD cases 
disguised as antique books; the 
£14.50 CD unit holds 10 discs while 
the £30 cassette version holds 45 
tapes. � (01285) 641664. 
California's Twice Shy (Furniture 
From Recyclables) is offering an 
earth-friendly range of floor-stand­
ing and table-top CD storage units 
using non-toxic adhesives and 
post-consumer materials. The aim 
is to "create aesthetically pleasing 
art with as little negative impact as 
possible to the environment." 
� (0101 310) 908 0078. The Yellow 
Jacket range - from Sonic UK Ltd 
- stores COs in flexible wallets 
that can be fitted into a portable 
carrying case or plastic or wooden 
'organisers' at home. Individual 
jackets hold two COs and their 
cover books. � (0171) 436 0706 

Erratum: in last month's Sessions, 
we stated that the Musical Fidelity 
Elektra E1ao amplifier does not 
have a headphones socket. lt does! 
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The Digital Compact Cassette When it comes to 

sound quality, for Sting "good" just isn't good enough. He demands that his music is 

reproduced perfectly. That's why he is so impressed with Philips latest invention. DCC. 

A digital cassette with the pure sound quality of a compact disc and the convenience 

of a compact cassette. There's a complete range of equipment, so you can play your 

DCC anywhere, in the home, m the car or on the street. And don't worry about your 

collection of ordinary compact cassettes, the beauty of the DCC system is that it will play them too. DCC is already a big hit with the 

major record companies with hundreds of titles already available. So don't make a mistake, choose DC C. For details of stockists and 

J
CDIGICTAL 

further information telephone 081-665 6350. ��crCAssEm 

DCC 600 Player/Recorder 

FW 91 DCC System 

DCC 130 Portable 

-- - --
----- !!- � 0 0 

- - _ - " .. - - .. · - m 

� - '= - - ·· - ­.:- ":: ::' � ,. 2 I • I o -

DCC 811 In-car 





POWER SUPPLY 

Trichord 
PulsarPSU 

PRICE: £449 

0 Removes the last ounce of 

digitality from Pulsar DACs. 

0 Not for non-Pulsar users. 

T 
richord has been at it 

again. Not content with 

Clock 2-ing my CD player, 

it has transplanted the digital 

output and lent me a Pulsewire 

digital interconnect, Pulsar DAC 
and power supply. The latter is 

an optional extra rather than 

the sort of outboard box you get 

with some components. It takes 

its own mains feed and supplies 

the analogue section of the DAC 

{£449), which remains hooked 

up to the mains. Have you got 

that many outlets to spare? 

As all of this arrived at the 

Say goodbye to digital edginess 
with Trichord's Pulsar PSU. 
Washes whiter, 
and it cares. 
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A magazinual dip into the hi-fi jamboree bag. , 

same time I didn't get a chance 

to figure out what the digital 

output had added; all I know is 

that the Pulsar didn't sound like 

this last time I heard it, and that 

my COs now give dynamic, three 

dimensional and totally 

undigital music. None of this 

would have been feasible 

without the Clock2 mod, but 

with that in place it sounds as if 

CD has come of age. And it only 

took ten years. 

Anyhow, what you Pulsar 

owners out there want to know 

about is the effect that the PSU 

has on that fine DAC. Put simply, 

it takes out the digital edginess 

and lets instruments sound 

more natural, focused and solid. 

With some material a bit of edge 

adds life and vitality, but at the 

same time it's adding grain and 

does nothing for CD's potential 

to fatigue. Without the C!ock2 

mod thePSUwouldn't be able to 

clear up all the grit, but it would 

still help. The point is that the 

Pulsar is a lot cleaner than I 

realised when I reviewed it 

(issue 128) and adding the 

supply takes away any tendency 

it might still have to dwell on 

digital nasties. 

I compared the Pulsewire 

digital interconnect {£64 per 

metre) with a few decent 

alternatives including van den 

Hul The First and yes (not 

surprisingly) it made a killing in 

the subtle manner of such 

things. But it did have the 

advantage that it alone was the 

only wire in the bunch that 

didn't have to don phono to BNC 

adaptors for the comparison. 

These do sound quality no 

favours so I'll reserve judgement 

until a fair trial can be arranged. 

jason Kennedy 

Trichord Resem-ch Ltd, 6 Woodland 

Close, Malvern Wells, Malvern, 

Worcs WR144]D. f:l (0684)573524 

TUNER 

RegaRadio 
PRICE: £229 

0 Fine transparent sound 

quality on FM; a very neat 

and discreet package. 

0 AM is a dog; FM selectivity 

is limited and the buttons 

are a bit fiddly. 

R 
ega's cute little 

integrated amplifiers­

the Brio, Elex and Elicit 

-are now an established part of 

the British hi-fi scene, the latter 

is a particular favourite of yours 

truly. All three combine charm 

with a fundamental honesty 

and styling which is individual 

to the point of idiosyncratic, so 

those who've fallen for the Rega 

approach to amplification are 

bound to welcome this arrival 

of a matching tuner. 

Appropriately dubbed the 

Rega Radio and selling for a 

close-to-mass-market £229, this 

is at heart pretty much the 

usual tuner-on-a-chip-set design, 

based on Sanyo integrated 

circuits and allegedly owing 

something to NAD in terms of 

circuit layout. 

But beyond the basic 

architecture this is still very 

much a Rega package, not only 

in the asymmetrically-finned, 

ultra-slimline, cast alloy 

casework, but also in various 

internal details: the use of a 

toroidal transformer, a single­

sided glassfibre circuit board 

with an extensive ground plane, 

metal film resistors and 

selected quality electrolytics. 

Like all Rega's current range, 

there's no remote control 

capability, but there are a couple 

of dozen pre-sets-half for FM 

and half for AM - all available 

for storing favourite stations 

alongside the 

alternative 

automatic scan 

or manual step 

tuning. The 

tuned 

frequency is 

displayed 

on a 

simple 

back-lit, 

red, four­

digitLCD. 



The button-count is kept to a 

bare minimum, and the buttons 

themselves are Lilliputian and 

not that easy to hit under dim 

domestic lighting. There's no 

direct access to individual pre­

sets, for example: one merely 

steps up or down using the same 

upfdown buttons as the other 

tuning modes. There's also a 

slight microprocessor control 

delay,leaving these impatient 

fingers with a tendency to 

overshoot. 

But such niggles would 

quickly be overcome with 

practice, and in most respects 

the Radio does its job very well 

indeed. Selectivity is nothing 

special, so this isn't really an 

ideal choice for trying to pick 

out distant weak signals in close 

proximity to more powerful 

local stations. But this is often 

the price that is inevitably paid 

for a sweet, engaging and lively 

FM sound quality that only falls 

a little short of the very best 

available at any price. 

Live Promenade concerts 

were an absolute delight, with 

a real feeling of the space and 

tension of the Albert Hall 

coming through. Sadly, AM 

sound is the usual substandard 

rubbish normally found on 

hi-fi tuners today. 

Paul Messenger 

Rega Research Ltd, 119 Park Street, 

Westcliffe-on-Sea, Essex SSO 7PD. 

� {0702) 333071 

Rega's Radio isn't your best bet for 
pulling in distant stations, but 

offers a sweet and engaging sound. 

Adding a Sumiko arm to the 
Pro-ject 6 pushes the turntable 
into a league of its own. 

TURNTABLES 

Pro-ject 6SA 
PRICE: £699 

0 Probablythefinest 

turntable in its class, and 

then some. 

0 Manual speed control; 

rather insubstantial look 

and feel. 

B 
ack inJuly1993,! 

had my first look at 

the Czech Pro-ject 6 

turntable. Though I considered 

it to be a potentially 

excellent 

mid-price 

turntable, the big drawback 

was tl1e tonearm, which was 

essentially the same arm as used 

throughout the Pro-ject range. 

Someone must have been 

listening. The potential of the 

motor board has been realised 

by substituting the standard 

ann with a custom variant of 

the old Sumiko MMT. This matt­

black, S-shaped design features 

a detachable head shell and the 

build quality is an order of 

magnitude better than that of 

the original arm. l11e new £699 

Pro-ject 6SA costs a fair bit more 

than the Pro-ject 6, but produces 

a quality of sound that easily 

justifies the extra expense. 

TI1e new arm makes the 

turntable a far better platform 

for a cartridge, and the Pro-ject 

6SA can also be bundled with 

several cartridge options, 

including the Ortofon MC30 

Supreme tested here. TI1e 

package tested costs a 

quid under £1,000. 

but both 

cheaper and 

more expensive 

cartridge bundles 

are available. 

There is also a 

retro-fittable split-

phase power supply in 

tl1e pipeline, which should 

improve the sound still further, 

but this will cost several 

hundred pounds. 

The new arm makes good 

sense on the turntable. It gives 

the deck a sense of smoothness 

and balance, together with 

greater resolution of detail, that 

was lacking in the standard 

Pro-ject 6. l11is pitches the deck 

even further into the high-end 

on the cheap bracket, making it 

a bargain in turntable terms. 

Most alluring is its ability to 

combine solid rhytllmic abilities 

without undermining the 

overall performance. This is 

highlighted on Lou Reed and 

John Cale's Songs For Drelta. The 

fi·antic complexity of this album 

demands a deck that can keep a 

beat accurately and define 

soundstaging and detail. It's 

rare to find a deck/arm/cartridge 

combination this side of£1,500 

that can wholly cope with it, the 

6SA being a notable exception. 

It is only the extreme low 

frequency performance that 

shows up the shortcomings of 

the deck. There is a slight 

thickening of the upper bass 

tl1at, although alluring, simply 

doesn't trouble tl1e more 

expensive turntables. 

Don't think of it as a mid­

priced deck with a good arm, 

think of it as a scaled-<iown 

Oracle Delphi- it sounds that 

good. At the price, tl1e Sumiko­

enhanced Pro-ject 6SA is in a 

league of its own. 

AlanS/rcom 

Ortofon UK Ltd, Chiltern Hill, 

Otalfont St. Peter, Bucks SL9 9UG. 

�(0753)889949 
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THE CD PLAYER 
FOR PURISTS 

In our quest for flawless sound reproduction, we've taken one-bit 

digital technology one bit further. 

The result is our new XL-Z674, a CD player that virtually eliminates 

distortion, glitches and poor linearity. 

So only the music is heard. Not the Noise. 

lt's largely due to our Z chassis, a masterpiece of mechanical, 

structural and electrical technology. 

This extra thick, highly rigid base, upon which the components sit, 

dampens resonance. The pick up is located where vibrations are 

completely neutralised. And minimal wiring further protects the delicate 

signals from noise and interference. 

Noise is further reduced because the XL-Z674 has our exclusive 

P.E.M DD converter with V.A.N.S, a 4th order noise shaper that can deliver 

up to 4 times normal resolution. 

And our advanced K2 Interface which eliminates ripple and jitter by 

reshaping the digital signal before its processed by the D/ A converter. 

The JVC XL-Z674. P ure sound. Pure enjoyment • 

.I VC 
<J� P�. p�gimpie. 



AMPLIFIER AND POWER SUPPLY 

Cyrus Ill/ 
CyrusPSX-R 

PRICE: £300 
0 Adds extra depth, focus 

and emotion. 
0 Can still sound bright on 

some recordings. 

T 
he Cyrus III is regarded 

as a sweet sounding 

amplifier. Does the 

addition of a £300 external 

power supply improve it? The 

simple answer is: yes- and 

significantly. 

Switch to the IIIfPSX-R 

combination and immediately 

a different amplifier emerges. 

The detail is still there but gone 

is the overall bright, aggressive 

edge that mars the Cyrus III. 
The difference was abundant 

on Remedy, a favourite Black 

Crowes track but one that 

can easily sound thrashy and 

unfocused. 

This now approached 

something like the sound of a 

band having fun in the studio as 

the PSX-R brought it under 

control. This was music.TI1ere 

was still a latent harsh edge to 

some peaks, however, which 

was also tme of other 

outstanding studio albums such 

as Making Movies by Dire Straits, 

or The Colour OjSp1ing- Talk 

Talk's finest moment on vinyl. 

Once you've heard the Cyrus Ill 

with the PSX-R, you won't want to 
hear it any other way. 

On live recordings the PSX-R 

also shone out. No question that 

it can suck out those tremulous 

details (fingers on fretboards, 

cello bows hitting strings- that 

kind of thing), but it adds 

warmth so that there is a sense 

of place, of occasion. On Nirvana 

Unplugged, Cobain was audibly 

straining his larynx during 

Pennyroyal Tea. You could almost 

see his fingers moving on the 

guitar neck. Stirring stuff. This is 

the kind of music that the Cyrus 

1II alone cannot deliver- the 

PSX-R adds atmosphere. 

Best of all, I could point to 

the instruments and even the 

placing of the mics. The 

soundstage seemed wider with a 

feeling of real depth. Cobain was 

indeed out front, stage centre, 

hunched over his mike. 

Of course, it's not perfect. 

Sometimes there was too much 

bass. and it could lose control. 

Also, there was an occasional 

harshness but as I'm used to a 

very warm amp this may not be 

such a problem for others. 

Having heard the difference 

the PSX-R makes I wouldn't 

consider the Cyrus 1II without it. 

That said it pushes the Cyrus TIT 
up against sub £1,000 amplifiers 

-and there are some very 

good ones. 

Pout Fisher 

Mission Electronics, Stonehill, 

Huntingdon, Cambs PE18 6ED. 

e {0480} 451777 

HEADPHONES 

PRICE: £89.90 
0 Superblymusical 

performance; free from the 
in-head lateralisation that 
plagues headphones. 

0 Slightlyold-fashioned 
appearance. 

T 
here is something 

wonderful about the 

Grado SR-60 headphones, 

but I'm at a loss to know exactly 

why. While every bit as well 

made as you'd expect from a 

pair of £90 cans. outwardly the 

SR-60s are nothing special. Closer 

investigation also fails to 

determine where the magic 

comes from. 

They look a little dated, 

like a pair of mid-Eighties 

headphones. but once on the 

head they are more comfortable 

than they appear. Usefully, the 

SR-60s come with sturdy cables 

and a mini-jack plug for 

personal stereo use, as well as 

the normal stereo jack for hi-fi. 

And it was with the 'phones 

connected to a personal stereo 

that I first discovered the magic 

of the Grados ... 

One evening, I staggered onto 

a tube train and played a tape of 

Blood Sugar Sex Magic by the Red 

Hot Chili Peppers. In my 

drunken state I was so taken by 

the SR-60s performance that I 

started to sing along to Suck My 

Kiss, and kept on until I realised 

that I'd cleared the carriage. 

A more sober listening test 

'\ The Grado SR-6os may lack 
detail, but they certainly don't 

lack a musical nature. 

� .. 
was necessary, but every time I 

sat down to evaluate the 

head phone, I ended up losing 

several hours air-guitaring and 

air-drumming my way through 

disc after disc. If you are being 

picky, theSR-60 may not be the 

most detailed head phone and 

can sound almost gritty in the 

upper midband. but in the 

grand scheme of things this 

means nothing when weighed 

against the sheer fun factor and 

musical nature of these cans. 

But wherejoe Grado has 

really worked wonders is on 

the problem of lateralisation. 

Because your ears are so close to 

the speaker of a head phone and 

there is no room to 'breathe'. 

stereo imagery takes on an eerie 

in-head location which can be 

disconcerting. The SR-60 is one of 

the very few headphones that 

largely overcomes this without 

making the head phone look like 

something out of a B-movie. It's 

still not stereo like you'd get 

from a pair of Quad 

Electrostatics, but it's streets 

ahead of the brain-bouncing 

imagery that can ruin the 

sound of hi-fi on the move. 

In short, I can't praise the 

SR-60s highly enough, especially 

if you are into listening to music 

over detail. Whether you want a 

pair of cans for late-night 

listening or for beating back the 

rush-hour commuting, the 

SR-60s are little short of perfect. 

AlanSircam 

Moth Marketing, 10 Dane Lane, 

Wilstead, Bedford MK35 3HT. 

e {0234} 741152 
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Trade In For Better Sound 

Conventional stereo 

Room-filling 
speakers. 

Until now, you thought you had 
to live with big speakers to hear 
great sound. 

Now it's time to change ... 

Trade-in your old speakers! 
Trade-up to better sound! 

Measure the size of your old speakers 
for the best trade-in value: 

intO new! 

£ 200. ;< 
for your old speakers, if 
they are more than 6x 

the size of 
Acoustimass®-5 cubes. 

£ 180. ;< 
for your old speakers, if 
rhey are up ro 6x the 
size of Acoustimass'"-5 
cubes. 

£ 150. * 
for your old speakers, if 
rhey are up to 4x the 
size of Acousrimass'"-5 
cubes. 

£ 120. >.< 
for your old speakers, if 
rhey are up ro 2x the 
size of Acoustimass'"-5 
cubes. 

"'This offer applies ro Acous:rimass!t-5 and Acousrimass�-7 
sysrems only. For trade in .11lowances on Acousrimass•-3 

and Acousrimass*-4 systems, consult your dealer. Act now! Offer ends soon! 

BOSE® Acoustimass® speaker systems 

Room-filling 
sound. , 

Lifelike sound from 
Virtually Invisible® 
speaker systems. 

Research makes the difference: 

" ... side by side with speakers costing 
three to five times as much, the AM-5® 
( Acoustimass® system) consistently 
produced the more exciting and 
listenable sound ... " 

Julian Hirsch, Stereo Rev1ew 

" ... only Base® really managed to 
achieve a satisfactory in-room 
balance. Most of the others merely 
supplied an excess of mid bass 
alongside no more actual extension 
than a pair of conventional budget 
speakers." Paul Messenger, Hi Fi Choice 

FREEPHONE 0800 317942 

BOSE Ltd, Trinity Trading Estate, Sirringbourne, 
Kent MElO 2PD. Tel: (0795) 475341 



LOUDSPEAKERS 

Pentachord A 
andBsystem 

PRICE: £1,294 

0 Small,e legan tsystem; 

ve ry ope n sound. 

0 Ne eds carefulsystem 

match ing; sound n ot f or 

everybody . 

I 
f you want full-range sound 

without having to deal with 

large speakers, then the 

improved £1,294 three-box 

Pentachord loudspeaker system 

could be just the thing. An active 

system, the Pentachord uses two 

pentagonal miniature speakers 

and a larger subwoofer-cum­

coffee table, together with an 

active crossover box. 

The Midi version sports a 

redesigned crossover with 

superior components, improved 

custom SOmm mid-treble units 

and refined internal cabinet 

damping and speaker wiring. 

Any active system makes 

realistic sensitivity figures 

difficult, but the 87dB rated 

'A' miniature is efficient enough 

to be driven to halfway decent 

levels by reasonably low­

powered valve amplification. 

You need two sets of power 

amplifiers, of course, but you 

can tailor the choice of am.plifier 

to suit the different speakers. 

The active crossover allows 

the user to set the bass level to 

match the room and the 

position of the sub-bass unit. 

Although theoretically it is 

possible to site the sub-bass 

unit anywhere in the 

room, in practice the 

system only really begins to 

come on song when the 

bass unit is sited on the 

same plane as the 

free-space 

loudspeakers. 

T11e package needs careful 

system matching; just plonking 

the Pentachord system into any 

old pre/power amplifier is a 

recipe for disaster, sounding 

more like a transistor radio than 

a hi-fi system. If you persevere, 

though. you can be rewarded 

with a highly detailed, open and 

transparent sound. It can still 

sound a little thin, undynamic 

and sharp at times, but this is 

largely ameliorated by the sheer 

speed of attack. Using a valve 

amplifier on the miniatures 

certainly helps. 

It is often suggested that the 

Pentachord works best with 

chamber music and chamber 

music alone. While this is to 

some extent the case, Rage 

Against TI1e Machine must have 

quickly signed to Harmonia 

Mundi. because the system was 

almost as happy with slammin' 

rock as it was with the politest of 

choral music. Only the lack of 

ultimate volume level gives the 

game away. 

TI1e Pentachord will never be 

the speaker for all tastes. But for 

someone who wants superb 

speed,midband coherence and 

detail at the expense of the 

highest listening levels and 

maximum dynamics, the 

Pentachord may well be 

the speaker for you. 

AlanSircom 

Pentachord Loudspeakers, 

49 Rusholme Road, London 

SW15 3LF. � 081-788 2228 

The Chimera XBo - a stylish line 
integrated that offers a worthwhile 
step up from an Area m Delta 290. 

AMPLIFIER 

ChimeraX80 
PRICE: £799 

0 Looks g reat, has powe r and 

tim es n ic e ly. 

0 A little c urtailed at the 

extrem es, could be m ore 

dy nam ic. 

C
himera turned up at 

the Ramada show this 

year, a new name 

fronted by a face familiar to 

many in the industry-that of 

Tim Woods, who has previously 

worked with both Pioneer and 

Musical Fidelity. WhatTim has 

created is a range of meaty and 

stylish amplifiers whose model 

numbers indicate their claimed 

power output. 

The Chimera X80 is a line 

integrated design which has 

five inputs and uses 

MOSFIT output devices 

to produce 80watts per 

channel. It's 

reasonably hefty for 

the price and sports a 

chunky facia and 

lovely knobs. What 

they control could 

have been more 

extensive but aside 

from lacking a tape 

monitor option the 

XSO is par for the 

minimalist course. 

Around the back 

things are as 

expected save for 

the closeness of the 

RCA.phono 

sockets. This 

could be 

somewhat 

problematic for plug fanciers 

with several pairs of WBTs, for 

instance, but the Chimera is fine 

with regular phonos. 

For listening purposes I used a 

couple of wonderful sources and 

a pair of tougher than average 

loudspeakers (Sonoli th 2.2xi, 

86dB{W. 4ohm) which the XBO 

didn't seem to mind too much, 

though bass extension could 

have been better. But that's in 

comparison to 100W monobloks 

that cost three times as much. 

However, if you own 'difficult' 

wide bandwidth speakers, take 

note. Tonally this Chimera is 

about average for its class, a 

little exposed in the upper mid 

and a tact curtailed at the very 

top (though this doesn't stop it 

from putting in a well resolved 

and musically coherent 

performance). It images well, 

placing instruments and voices 

in spaces appropriate to the 

recordings. Rickie Leejones in 

particular stood high above her 

band, as nasal as ever. It could 

inject a touch more body into 

the proceedings a la tube amps. 

but they don't have the 

Chimera's welly.And yes, it's 

got plenty of that if you need it. 

The Chimera takes a fair 

while to warm up-the above 

comments relate to how it 

sounded after 15 to 18 hours. I 

went back four hours later to 

find that its transistor grain 

had been smoothed to leave a 

powerful but relaxed balance. 

One for those of you looking 

to upgrade your Audiolabs or 

Delta 290s, the Chimera X80 is a 

sturdy and stylish amplifier that 

bridges the gap between 

integrateds and prefpowers of 

class very effectively. 

joson Kennedy 

Chimera International 

Amplification, Sa Rosebeny Mews, 

Muswell Hill, London N10 2LG. 

�081-441 1951 
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POMPEII ROCKS 

Even in the shaky surroundings of old 

Pompeii the New TEAC T-1 CD 

Transport would sTill have delivered the 

goods. 

The T-1 places the acclaimed vibration­

free VRDS mechanism within reach of 

those looking for rhe cost effecTive paTh 

to CD upgrades. 

What sets the VRDS mechanism aparT 

from standard CD players is its ability to 

reduce the vibration induced in the 

spinning disc. 

As the diagram on the right shows, a 

normal CD transport of the type used in 

budget and high end players alike, only 

clamps the CD at its centre. 

As the disc itself is rotating at high speed 

it oscillates and vibrates making it 

difficult for the the pickup lens to track 

the minute pits on the CD stujace with 

the necessary accuracy. 

VRDS Mechanism 

Turntable 

Standard CD Mechanism 

Clamper Disc 

Q Pockup 

TEAC 

VRDS 

Much of the information available may 

be read incorrectly or in a corrupt form, 

contributing greatly ro distortion within 

the signal that is fed to the DA C. 

The VRDS mechanism significantly 

reduces this effect by clamping the whole 

width of rhe disc thus reducing the 

vibration that causes jitter. 

This all adds up to a Transport that does 

the job of retrieving information better 

than any other comparable drive on the 

market, providing your DAC with the 

most accurate signal possible. 

Because the T-1 does give you one of the 

best mechanisms in the world, you can 

buy in confidence knowing that you have 

the perfect source for any DAC upgrade, 

now or in the future . 

If ir was available to the ancient Romans 

they would probably still be using it now 

- in spire of earthquakes! 

TEAC 5 Marlin House, The Croxley Centre, Watford, Herts 

WD1 SYA TEL: 0923 819630 FAX: 0923 236290 



ACCESSORY 

SRS(•) 
Nu Reality 
Vivid 3D 

PRICE: £80 

0 A worthwhile addition to a 

low-cost audio system; 

pseudo-surround sound is 

interesting. 

0 Not exactly designed for 

high-fidelity. 

L 
et's not mess around. 

l11e £80 SRS ( • ) NuReality 

Vivid 3D system isn't 

about to grace the equipment 

tables of the hi-fi cognoscenti. If 

your hi-fi is good enough to 

deserve the title 'high-fidelity' 

and you regard the graphic 

equaliser as the spawn of Satan, 

then the Vivid 3D will introduce 

nothing but extra processing 

into the audio chain. 

Outside of the purist mob, 

there are many people who 

believe that systems without 

loudness buttons are for wimps 

and these people will take to the 

Vivid 3D like a d  uck takes to 

water. It is also intended for 

multimedia users, to add 

pseudo-home cinema on the 

cheap or the extra dimension to 

a game-playing PC and so on. 

The SRS system 

is claimed to 

restore the 

ambient 

detail lost 

in the 

recording 

chain. 

However, 

such a claim 

is rather 

specious, as it 

will add 

ambient 

information 

to computer­

generated 

signals that 

never had any 

natural ambience to 

begin with. What SRS 

really does is play around with 

phase information, playing it 

back through both speakers. 

This adds to the subjective 

loudness of the system, but 

also increases the depth and 

sense of stereophony, especially 

on a comparatively prosaic 

audio system. 

On such a system, the Vivid 3D 

adds extra gain, opens up the 

stereo and makes everything 

sound shiny and new. Closer 

investigation shows this to be 

rather artificial, simply 

enhancing certain parts of the 

bass and treble, to the detriment 

of the all-important mid band 

which loses any semblance of 

subtlety. Although it can't 

substitute for rear channel 

speakers, you can use Vivid 3D to 

add a simulacrum of surround­

processing, making the sound 

emanate across a far wider 

soundstage than normal. 

But, if you look upon tl1e Vivid 

3D as an effect and nothing 

more, you'll find a lot in its 

favour. It can make a normal 

stereo system take on a sort of 

pseudo-surround effect that can 

be very alluring on movies, 

especially if you have neither the 

space nor the cash to Dolby-up 

your system. Hi-fi it ain't, but 

fun it certainly is. 

AlanSircom 

Leda Media Products, Stonemason's 

House, 75 Railway St, 1-Te11jord, 

Herts SG141RD. � {0992) 503133 

If you're after that surround 
sound effect but can't afford the 
kit, try the Nu Reality Vivid 3D. 

The Sennheiser 

IS Bsos are digital 

cordless phones 

that really work. 

For best results 

connect the 

transmitter to 

HEADPHONES 

your CD 
player. 

Sennheiser 
15850 
PRICE: £1,294 

0 Small, elegant system; 

very open sound. 

0 Needs careful system 

matching; sound not for 

everybody. 

N 
o instrument devised 

by the thugee of 

ancient India has 

ever been as effective at 

strangulation as tl1e head phone 

cable. Infra-red headphones­

without cords and that choking 

feeling- are nothing new, but 

Sennheiser's rs 850s are not only 

cordless, but also digital. At 

least, since direct insertion of 

digits into analogue pinnae is 

not yet a possibility, the 

headphones hide a Crystal Delta 

Sigma digital­

to-analogue 

converter. 

The trans­

mitter can 

receive a 

direct 

digital 

output from 

a CD player 

or transport, 

via co-ax or 

optical link, or 

an analogue 

line-level 

output from a 

preamp or any 

ot11er source 

(this goes 

tluough an 

analogue-to-digital 

converter before transmission). 

It's a clever idea and it works­

even the headset is less 

outrageously'Beam me up 

Scatty' than most. 

Taking a digital feed from a 

CD player or transport is 

obviously likely to give the best 

results, since the A/D conversion 

process is left out. And sure 

enough, the sound had a 

noticeably purer quality when 

the digital input was used, being 

more free and airy t11an it was 

via analogue input.l11ough the 

over-the-head image is 

somewhat more constricted and 

more centred over the crown 

than electrostatics, these 

dynamic Sennheiser cans have 

much t11e same crisp, clean 

quality. Marked by sharp, 

defined transients, t11e treble is 

sparkling, the mid range is 

subtle and while the bass isn't 

all that powerful, it is deep 

enough to be convincing. 

These headphones certainly 

don't come cheap and battery 

consumption is significant; 

Wagner lovers would be pushed 

to finish Parsifal onjust one pair 

of AAs, and that makes a week's 

head phone listening a hefty 

drain on t11e wallet. 

But if! had the cash to spare, 

the freedom to lie around 

anywhere within 30 feet of the 

transmitter without a tangle of 

wire would be well worth the 

running costs. 

Eric Braithwaite 

Sennheiser UKLtd, 12 Davies Way, 

Knaves Beech Business Centre, 

Loud water, High Wycombe, 

Buckinghamshi1-e HP1 0 9QY. 

� (0628} 850811 
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�\\G WHAT YOU OIN 
ACHIEV E W\l\\ 

Where you buy is as important as what you buy. 

You want good service and value for money but which equipment is best 

for you? And how can you be sure it will all work together perfectly? 

You need some Sound Advice! Our success has been built on giving it. 

Visit any one of us for the answers or freepost the coupon below and find 

out why you should be talking to us first. 

audio �ellence Bristol 65 Park Street, Clifton (01179) 264975 Cardiff 134/6 Crwys Road 
(01222) 228565 Gloucester 58 Bristol Road (01452) 300046 Swansea 9 High 
Street (01792) 474608. Open Tuesday-Saturday 9.00-5.30. Closed Monday. 

Oxford 19 Old High Street, Headington (01865) 65961 Enfield 159a Chase 
Side 0181-367 3132 Swindon 60 Fleet Street (01793) 538222 Hampstead 
190 West End Lane, London NW6 0171-794 7848 Cheltenham 40--42 Albion 
Street (01242) 583960 Gants Hill442-444 Cranbrook Road, Ilford 0181-518 
0915 Basingstoke 4 Feathers Lane (01256) 24311 
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---------------------

Bristol10-12 Gloucester Road (01179) 428247 Exeter 28 Cowick Street, 
St Thomas (01392) 218895 Plymouth 107 Cornwall Street (01752) 226011 
Torquay 6 Fore Street, St Marychurch (01803) 326723 Bath 12 james Street 
West (01225) 446245 Windsor 43 King Edward Court (01753) 856931 
Oxford 6 South Parade, Summertown (01865) 511241 

---
Send to: -------_ _ 

London Lion House, 227 Tottenham Court Road, London W 1  
Sound Advice Centre 

......... -............... Help Line 0171-580 3535 Darlington 
FREEPOST ------_ _ _ 

17 Coniscliffe Road (01325) 481418 
Headington, Oxford OX3 9BR -----___ _ 

orfax to (01865) 742194 
---------

Name 

Address 

---

24-hour Fax Line 
0171-436 4733 
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LOUDSPEAKERS 

Wilson Grand 
Slam m/ 

Living Voice 
Air Partner 
PRICE: £60,000/£13,000 

0 Both are top flight 
speakers that come close 
to the ultimate in their 
respective classes. 

0 Both are domestically and 
financially challenging 
and each requires carefully 
selected (see expensive) 
ancillaries. 

B 
ack in October, Editor 

Stan and I moseyed 

down to the palatial 

Wimbledon pile ofRicardo 

Franassovici's (Mr Absolute 

Sounds) to listen to a substantial 

pair of loudspeakers, namely the 

Wilson Audio Grand SJamms- all 

£60,000 worth of them. These 

imposing beasts represent the 

leading edge of' conventional' 

boxed dynamic loudspeaker 

To your right the Mclaren 
F1, below left the latest 

Williams Renault! 

design: they're made from 

high tech materials of 

varying density/thickness 

that form modular 

enclosures housing seven 

drive units and a (huge) 

reflex port per channel. 

The specs claim a 

19.5Hz to 22.5kHz 

(-3dB) bandwidth 

which seems a tad 

limiting at high 

frequencies, but they 

are at least sensitive at 

95dB/W. We hardly 

needed the 200W of 

KreliKAS2 

amplification that was 

on hand to drive them. 

What this system did, 

in Ricardo's spacious 

room, was reproduce 

music with power and 

grace, and present it 

with almost 

holographic imaging. 

Over the short time that 

we listened to the Grand 

Slamms it became clear 

that they were 

extremely neutral and 

. ) 
J 

fast. Any notion of cabinet­

induced distortion simply 

vanished and left a clean, free 

rendition of the music. 

The Wilsons are the sort of 

speakers that beg you to try 

them with your favourite amps 

and sources. Certainly I'd have 

loved to try a VoydfWilson­

Benesch Act 1/vdH 

Grasshopper with an Audio 

Innovations P2 and what is 

oft referred to as the Border 

Patrol Chargehand 

(a 300B SE tube design from 

Brighton). This was the 

system I heard driving the 

latest pair of Air Partner horn 

speakers (left) at Definitive 

Audio (Nottingham) five 

days after the Grand 

Slamm experience. 

This somewhat cheaper 

but no less substantial 

speaker uses a pressure 

driver and multi cell horn 

on the midrange, aJBL slot 

tweeter and a chunky 

Vitavox bass unit. Its sound 

shares the resolution of the 

Wilsons but traded their 

-� 
v 

' 
T 

imaging for 

dynamics, introducing the 

concept of energy, speed and 

slam to the aural picture with 

tremendous effect. Definitive's 

listening room is about a 

quarter the size ofRicardo's, so 

the 'Partners had minimal space 

in which to project images or 

develop bass -ultimately, 

though, the size of the horn is 

the main limitation there. But 

their efficiency (1 03dB or so) 

makes for living, breathing 

music that made the Wilsons 

sound positively restrained. 

On the basis of these brief 

sessions it's impossible to say 

which approach is the better­

both are totally awesome. What 

do you want. a full on Formula 

One race car or a McLaren Fl? 

joson Kennedy 

Absolute Sounds, 58 Durham Road, 

London SW20 ODE. � 081-947 5047 

Living Voice, WestBridgford, 

Nottingham NG2 7NQ 

� (0602) 813562 

sufte E5/1airota 
ilew i'lritharlnonfa/Rafaet 
Fruhbeck de Burgos 
Artfl/oecca sxl. 6355 iAvaltaiJte · · 

{ro117 M_oth.�. 02;1� 74_JJ5_2) .. 

I 
f you were buying hi-fi in the 

late '6os or '7os, chances are 

you'd have heard this record. 

As an equipment demonstration 

disc it was in a class of its own: 

it's music that could have been 

written to showcase the qualities 

of high-class stereo sound. Of 

course, nowadays we're all much 

too grown-up and sophisticated to 

sit around listening to demonstra­

tion discs, 

but for those 

wanting a 

trip down 

memory 

lane a 

quick lis­

ten to 

Albeniz' 

Suite 
Espanola 
is strongly recommended. 

The work itself is actually a set 

of piano pieces, but the Spanish 

conductor Rafael Fruhbeck de 

Burgos has made a stunning 

transcription for orchestra, full of 

gorgeous sun-drenched brilliance. 

Decca's original LP issue 

(SXL6355) is, of course, long 

deleted - though it stayed in the 

catalogue at full-price from its 

issue in 1968 right to the end of 

the LP era. lt came out on mid­

price CD (Decca 417 786-2) 
coupled with Falla's El Brujo and I 

thought we'd never see the LP 

ever again, except second hand in 

collector's shops. 

However, Alto records in West 

Germany have licensed the 

recording from Decca and pro­

duced a reissue using the original 

cover art pressed on 18og vinyl. 

All in all, Decca recut this LP three 

times, and over the years I man­

aged to collect them all. My 

favourite is actually the last cut, 

pressed in Holland by Philips, for 

its brilliance. The Alto cut isn't 

quite as sharp, but it is still very 

tactile with plenty of immediacy. 

I'd say it's as good as any of my 

originals in its way, though the 

genuine Decca transfers sound 

slightly sharper. 

Pressing quality is exemplary, 

and the reproduction of Decca's 

cover art is only slightly grainy 

compared to the original. Even 

the record labels are reproduced 

- those old pre 1970 'big' Decca 

labels that collectors wet them­

selves over. Buy it while you can! 

jlmmyHughes 

Hi-Fi Choice January 1995 21 



QUESTION 

OF QUALITY 

1 f you enjoy the touch of injection-moulded plastic, you 'I/ probably go to pieces when 

buying loudspeakers I The Castle customer never falls for fools mate and his strategy allows 

the choice of seven hand crafted models in nine real wood veneers before making an important 

move 1 To play the game, advance to your local Castle dealer or contact us for his position 1 

1!1 
CASTLE 

Caslle Acoustics Limited. Park Mill. Sfto.·tbank Road. Skipton. North Yorkshire 8023 27T, England. Tel. 107561 795jjj Fax. 107'ifiJ 7Q'i»'i 



NAD's biggest box of transistors, 
the 306, could be just the thing for 
Chris Murphy's 6o3s. 

Which way now? 
� I'd be grateful if you could 

� gJVe me your expert 

opinion on my audio system, 

which consists of a Ken wood 

3020 amplifier, Aiwa XC-700 CD 

player, AiwaAD-F810 cassette 

deck, and Tannoy 603 speakers 

on Tannoy stands. I want to 

spend up to £500 to upgrade the 

system- which component 

should I replace? 

CMurphy, 

Chris_Murphy@ccmail.us.dell.com 

h. It's difficult to say whether 

W' you should replace the amp or 

CD player. Certainly, a Denon PMA-

450 or aNAD 306 would give a 

cleaner more full-bodied sound, with 

greater detail and dynamics, and a 

stronger firmer bass line. Equally, 

changing the CD player to 

something like a Rotel RCD-965BX 

would be a big improvement. Much 

depends on which of these two items 

you feel happiest with, but our 

advice would be to replace the amp. 

Analogue rejuvenation 
� I have a Sansui SR-222/li 

� turntable fitted with an 

OrtofonFF-15E/II. I'm happy with 

the sound from CD, tape, and 

tuner, but records sound 

muffled and dull. I have a 

limited budget, and hope I can 

rejuvenate my LP sound by 

replacing the cartridge. What do 

you suggest? 

RI Bastin, Swindon, Wilts. 

h. Tite 01'tofon was never the 

\W' most scintillating pickup, and 

after years of use it probably sounds 

thick and lacklustre. Check out 

A ream's C-77, and Audio Technica's 

AT-95E; these should give the 

improvement you 're looking for. 

Domestic aggro 
� My present system is 

� happily sitting on a spiked 

2.5 foot high Apollo stand, but 

due to increasing domestic 

pressure from the spouse I can 

see it being replaced by a more 

aesthetically pleasing pine 

cabinet. Realising the need for 

good vibration isolation, can 

you suggest any equipment 

support platforms or bases? I 

know Mission makes one. I was 

also thinking about a Mana 

stand for my Rega 3 .  

P Whitworth-Hilton, Withington, 

Manchester. 

h. The Mission Isoplat would be 

\W' a good choice, but also 

investigate the Audiophile Fumiture 

Base which is even more effective. 

Max Townshend's Seismic Sink is 

another (if rather costly) altemative. 

The M ana table would be an 

excellent support for the Rega. 

Chill factor 
� My system. gives a cold 

� sound, especially on CD, 

and I was thinking of upgrading 

my CD player by adding a DAC 

or perhaps even replacing it. My 

Each month we're giving away a 
one metre pair of Precious Metal 

Silver Signal 75 interconnects to 

the writer of the most interesting 
letter. If you've any system queries 

send them to: Hi-Fi Choice 

(Help!) Dennis Publishing Ltd, 19 

Bolsover Street, London W1P 7H]. 

� I have a Pioneer PD-8700 

� CD player, Pioneer A-400 
amplifier and Mission 780 

speakers on Foundation Classic 

stands with QED 79 Strand Flat 

speaker cable. I want to upgrade, 

and have about £1,000 available. 

I'd like to replace my speakers 

with something that offers 

deeper/fuller bass, and was 

thinking about a set of Mission 

752 floorstanders connected 

with CableTalk3 bi-wire cables. 

With around £450 left, should I 

get a new amplifier or CD 

player? 

P Derrick, Hull. 

h. The Mission jloorstanders 

\W' probably won't give you the 

extra bass you want (see review on 

page 51), and if you're basically 

happy with the 780s and simply 

want deeper low-end, investigate the 

REL Strata su!J.woofer. This will give 

you extremely deep bass that's 

adjustable for level to suit your room 

and taste. Altematively there are 

loads more conventional options to 

consider; the dearer Mission 753 

being a good example. 

So far as changing the amp or CD 

player goes, it would probably be 

best to get a betterCD player as the 

amp is pretty good. A ream's Alpha 

5 Plus would be within your budget 

and worth considering. 

There's more than one way to skin a 
speaker. Mission's popular 753 is one 
of the funkier methods. 
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No use showing you our 

amplifiers -as you can't 

listen to this advertisement. 

Visit your Electrocompaniet dealer today 

and experience the real thing. 

ELECTROCOMPANIET 

If music really matters ... 

Makers of fine audio instruments 

Worldwide Electrocompaniet Distributors 

Austria (02) 227992158-Australia (03) 8820372- Bangkok 22241669- Belgium (0 11) 229659- Canada (416) 4957485 

Costa Rica (506) 2260282- Croatia (05) 8589742-Finland (914) 45751 -France (01) 48918907- Germany (071) 214779- Greece (0 I) 9597560 

Hong Kong 3140811 -Italy (02) 2367595- Japan 334873441 -Mexico 9054001962- Norway 22112218 

Portugal 19831112- Russia (095) 2362377-Spain (06) 3510798-Singapore 3391991 -Sweden (031) 133535- Switzerland (091) 431734 

Taiwan 5512525- Turkey 2125192280- U.S.A. (516) 2617700- U.K. (0 1243) 533030 

Electrocompaniet A/S- P. 0. Box 92- N- 1473 Skarer- Norway- Fax: +47 67909787 



Tannoy's D7oo big boys should 
kick some ass on the end of Mr 

Marston's Audiolab monobloks. 

budget is around £600-£700 for 

this. I was also thinking of 

changing to DNM solid core 

speaker cable to match the 

DNM interconnects I already 

use, but as I need eight metre 

lengths this is probably not 

wise. Currently I am using a 

Pioneer A-400 amplifier, 

Marantz CD-52SE CD player and 

Mission 780 speakers bi-wired 

with Cabletalk 3. 

Forever Spending, Loplond. 

tfi,. Your system is quite well­

'W' matched on paper, so it's 

likely you 're unhappy with the tonal 

qualities of the Mission 780s. 

Therefore, a new set of speakers 

should be investigated before 

spending large sums on a CD player. 

Listen to Castle Chesters- these 

floorstanders are dynamic and 

work nicely with the A-400. 

Long lengths of single-strand cable 

are not a good idea, go for stmnded. 

Nothing's simple 
� I am the fortunate owner 

� of anAudiolab 

8000CDM/8000DAC two-box CD 

player, plus a pair of the 8000M 

monoblok power amps. I use a 

Moth passive preamp and now 

wish to buy a set of speakers. 

I've listened to Tannoy D-700s, 

Acoustic Energy AE-2s, Monitor 

Audio Studio20SEs, and Linn 

Kabers. All are brilliant, but I 

cannot decide which to buy. I 

am looking for a hard-hitting 

speaker that sounds fast and 

uncompromising, yet remains 

controlled, with an ample 

delivery of bass. Do you approve 

of my using a passive preamp? 

Surely I am getting better 

results because the signal path 

is simpler? 

N Morston, Leicester. 

tfi,. To answer your last point 

'W' first, passive preamps can be 

good but what's needed is either a 

DAC with a higher than average 

output (around 4V) andfor a 

sensitive power amp. The danger is, 

even at full volume, you may not 

achieve sufficient loudness on some 

discs, especially if inefficient 

speakers are used like Acoustic 

Energy AE-2s. Unless there's plenty 

of gain in the system, the sound can 

seem soft and lazy. Adding the 

Audiolab preamp will bring you 

closer to your ideal fast and 

uncompromising' sound. Audiolab 

have a line-level preamp in the 

wings, incidentally. 

If you've heard the speakers listed 

and they all sounded great, buy the 

cheapest! Seriously, the Monitor 

Audio Studio 20SEs and Tannoy 

D700s are arguably the best of those 

on your shortlist. 

Ancient reception 
� Ihavejust bought a 

� Technics SLP-5840 CD 

player and RS-BX74 7 cassette 

deck, and wish to replace an 

ageing Hitachi SR-2000L receiver I 

use as an amplifier. With a 

budget of about £400, would 

Arcam 's Alpha 6 be a good 

choice? 

A Dovles, Plymouth. 

tfi,. The Alpha 6 offers a clean, 

'W' forward presentation that is 

exciting and dynamic-it should be 

a big improvement over what you 're 

currently using. There are those who 

prefer the Alpha 5, however, so you 

should try that and perhaps one of 

those aerodynamic Audio 

Innovations Altos at the same time. 

High definition discs 
� Can you te

_
ll me ifHDCD 

� compact discs are 

available in the UK? 

R F/etcher, Shropshire. 

tfi,. Yes-we've even reviewed a 

'W' few! Several discs on the 

American Reference Recordings label 

use the HDCD process; Trittico (music 

for wind band), Ebony Concerto 

(works for clarinet and band), 

Testament (choral) and Pomp and 

Pipes (organ and brass). CDs encoded 

using the HDCD process can be 

played with excellent results on 

standard CD players, but improved 

sound is obtained if the player is 

fitted with an HDCD decoder. 

Teenage angst 
� I have a Rega Planar 3 

� turntable, a Den on DCD-

695 CD player, an Arcam A-60 

integrated amplifier, and Lecson 

LBl Lynette speakers. The latter 

are 17 years old, but still sound 

good with deep, solid bass. 

However, I wonder if these 

speakers lack clarity and 

definition in the mid band and 

treble. I'm happy with the 

overall performance, but I 

wonder ifl'll be able to get the 

speakers fixed should they ever 

go wrong. Would Rega Kytes 

improve clarity at the mid and 

top end? 

I Booker, Comwoll. 

tfi,. Barring amplifier accidents, 

'W' or carelessness at high volume 

levels, your old Lecson speakers 

should canyon giving you good 

service. The Kytes probably would 

provide improved mid/treble clarity, 

but you will find they're less full at 

Arcam's Alpha 5 amplifier -
preferred by some over the £1oo­

more-expensive Alpha 6. 
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Micromega Stage 

never 
upstageable 

The Micromega Stage is the first truly 

upgradeable CD Player. A top quality unit 

with interchangeable circuit boards that provide 

three increasing levels of sound performance. 

Just select the entry level Stage that suits your 

current budgetary and Hi-Fi needs - Stage 1,2 

or 3. Then, when you're ready to move up to a 

higher level of performance, simply take your 

Stage to your local dealer and they will upgrade 

it to the next level. All it will cost is the difference 

in retail price between the two stages. 

New upgrades will regularly be introduced to 

keep your Stage at the leading edge of Audio 

-rt:ll�nr,nlr\nll so you can be confident that it will 

be Upstaged. 

To hear why Stage is both the CD Player you need 
today and the CD Player you'll want tomorrow. 

0 m1cromEGa 
call nowon Q8 1- 502 14 16 



Let's hear it for another great 
Pioneer! The PD-S7o3 should be 

able to support decent ancillaries. 

the bass end than you're used to. 

Arcam Delta 2s are small and offer 

very good bass, so listen to these 

before deciding. But bear in mind 

that you've had younxisting 

speakers for so long, and have 

probably grown to like them ve1y 

much. It may be harder than you 

think to find a replacement. 

DAC or clock? 
� I have just read the report 

� in Choice Sessions. 

October 1994, on the Trichord 

Clock 2 CD player modification. I 

have a Cambridge Audio CD-3, 

and wonder if my best move 

would be to add an outboard 

DAC (like the QED Digit) or go for 

the clock modification? 

F Martin, Segovia, Spain. 

� Much depends on the quality 

W of the DAC, and good as it is, 

QED's Digit may only produce a 

marginal improvement. Go for the 

Trichord Clock 2; not only is it a ve1y 

cost-effective upgrade, it will also 

help you to get the best out of any 

future DAC you may upgrade to. 

Sibilance squashing 
� I have an Aiwa AD-F410 

� cassette deck, Rote! RA· 

930BX amp, andJPW Sonata 

speakers. I still use the 

interconnect supplied with the 

cassette deck, and a nameless 

79p/m speaker cable my local 

Technics dealer assured me was 

good. I like jazz, but find the 

high frequencies sometimes 

sound harsh, with an over 

emphasis 

of sibilants. What 

causes this and 

how can it be 

corrected? 

M Rigby, Leicester. 

� Since you use cassette, 

W sibilance can be caused by 

increased harmonic distortion as 

you reach the tape's satumtion 

paint. T1y a better quality cassette 

tape, andfor record at a 1·educed 

volume. Many modern recordings 

give the voices a degree of treble lift 

to produce more presence, a.nd this 

can easily cause sibilants to be 

emphasised. Replacing your 

interconnects with solid co1·e cabling 

can help- t1y some 1mm 'twin and 

em1:h'.from your local hardware 

store. Owrd's excellent Flatline or 

DNM's Solid Core cable would be 

even better, but it will cost a lot more 

than the mains cable. 

Inherited confusion 
� I'm hoping you can help 

� me choose the right CD 

player. I have a Rote! RC-850/RB-

850 prefpower amp driving a pair 

of American EPI Magnus Eleven 

speakers. I'm confused, having 

had conflicting advice from a 

number of sources on how to 

choose a player to suit my 

system and listening 

environment. I want to spend 

about £250, and have shortlisted 

the Pioneer PD-5703 and Marantz 

CD-63. 

Mike Aitken, 

MAitken@tct.crosfield.co.uk 

� Although both players listed 

W offer good pe1jonnance and 

value, something more expensive 

may be needed to match your amp 

and speakers. Tlte only way you'll 

really find out is to go for an 

audition to judge the relative 

differences between these two 

players. Also, audition something 

better costing around£300,just as a 

reference point: see if you can hear a 

Rote! RCD-965BX or the new 

Marantz CD-63SE.Ask to borrow 

the player of your choice for a home 

t1ial, and judge whetlwr or not it 

sounds good enough. 

Under pressure 
� I bought an Aura VA100 

� amplifier with Mission 751 

speakers (bi-wired) after 

spending a whole day listening 

and comparing various 

combinations in several 

different shops. I felt sure this 

combination sounded best, but 

when I set the system up at 

home the bass seemed 

uncomfortably prominent. My 

dealer exchanged the Aura for 

an Audio Innovations Alto, 

which proved a little better but 

still sounded painful. Currently 

I'm ttying an Audiolab8000A, 

but even with the bass turned 

right down I still find the bass 

unacceptable-it feels as if 

there's an unpleasant pressure 

in the room. 

D AIIen, 

1000f4.1613@compuserve.com 

� It sounds as if you've got the 

W speakers out of phase! This 

would produce the stmnge feeling of 

pressure you desoibe; the effect 

would be especially pronounced in a 

small room where you sit close to the 

speakers. Check the plus and minus 

polmity of the speaker cables at the 

amplifier and speaker ends, and tJy 

reversing one set of connections. 

It's also possible that one of the 

speakers is connected OLLt of phase 

intemally. To check this get hold of a 

PP9 batte1y and connect its positive 

terminal to the speaker's red 

terminal and negative to the black 

and watch which way the bass cone 

moves. If it moves outvvard the 

speaker's in phase, if inward then it's 

out of phase. You can con·ect this as 

above or by re-connecting intemally. 

Travel sick 
� My system consists of a 

� ManticoreMantra record 

deck with Rega RB-250 arm and 

Audio Technica AT -OC5 cartridge, 

an Inca Tech Oaymore integrated 

amp, and Dali 104 speakers. The 

Inca Tech amp is over seven 

years old now, and was damaged 

on its journey from England to 

Denmark, so I'm thinking of 

replacing it. Is it very outdated? 

I've shortlisted the Audiolab 

8000A, Mission Cyn1s 3, and the 

NaimNait, but also wonder 

about something cheaper like 

the Pioneer A-400X. As I'm 

primarily interested in sound 

quality rather than facilities, 

would the Pioneer sound as 

good as the others? 

I M Wood, Denmark. 

� T11e Inca Tech was a lively 

W powerful-sounding amp in its 

day, and unless the damage it 

suffel·ed during transit has affected 

its pe1jormance, it should still sound 

pretty respectable. Your proposed 

change may turn out to be a 

sideways move, so listen carefully 

before deciding. Tlte Pioneer A-400X 

is excellent for its price, but you 

would hear tangible improvements 

with the mo1·e expensive models you 

have listed. Tly also the Musical 

Fidelity Elektra ElOO and Arcam 

Delta 290 integrated amplifiers. 
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the new improved Arcam Alpha 5 system 

Close your eyes and see the difference between Arcam's new Alpha 5 Recommendation in the 1994 What Hi-Fi� Awards. 

system of hi-fi components and anything else in its price range. Finally, feast your ears on the new Alpha 5 Plus CD player - quite 

Ignore the fact that the Alpha 5 amplifier is our best 'budget simply, the best value high performance CD player ever produced by a 

audiophile' amplifier ever, outselling all others in the UK for the past UK manufacturer. Over the past year the critics have heaped praise on 

year. Don't be tempted by its attractive styling or a price tag which its predecessor, the Alpha 5 CD player, calling it "the player to beat" 

looks too good to be true. Just listen, and discover for yourself a quality (What Hi-Fi') and "standing head and shoulders above the rest" 

of sound that can only be described as exceptional. (Hi-Fi News)*. Now, thanks to new master clock circuitry, the 5 Plus 

Next, try the Alpha 5 FM tuner. Again, don't let its surprising sounds even better and once again sets the standards for other CD 

affordability seduce you. Instead, listen to broadcast sound that is natural, players to match. 

clear and dynamic - qualities which gained it a class leading Just listen. Close your eyes, open your mind, and see the light. 

*If you already own an Alpha 5 CD player, we'd be happy to update it to full 5 Plus specification. Please call our service department at the number below during office hours for full derails and prices. 

ARC AM 

For more informnliMt, i11cludit·tg the 11earest place you cm1 listert to Arcam, complete the coupon and post it to: 

A ream, Pembroke Avenue, Waterbeach, Cambridge CB5 9PB, Et·tgland. Or telephMte: (01223) 440964 (24 hours). Fax: (01223) 863384 

In C<�n<�dl· Av:alon AudiO Ltd. 101 Hlnb.n Rd .. Woodbndgl', Omano L4L JJ>5 Td: (90.5) 850 HI\. In New Ze<�.bnd: Av�lon Aud10. 587 Mount Eden Rd .. Aud:bnd Tel� (09) 639 9000. In the USA: Audto lnOux Corpor�uon. 1'0 Uox 381. H1ghland Lakes. New Jersey 07422�0381 Td: {201) 764 8958. 

-�----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Great to see a turntable review 

and the cover 'scoop' "LP 

shocker- vinyl still gives the 

best sound". 

But why, please WHY, do you 

(among many others) persist in 

self-fulfilling prophecies such as 

"vinyl's final years" (p60 

November '94)? I've seen this 

idiotic sentiment reproduced 

over and over since the shadow 

of CD was first cast. 

I find it amazing that 

advocates of the black stuff 

need to publicly bow to the 

monopolising pressure from 

both of the world's record 

companies. Not only do they 

get to stuff down our ears what 

they imagine to be desirable or 

otherwise artistically 

appropriate, but then they 

get to tell us what medium 

we can play it on as well. 

Actually a lot of chart stuff 

and 12inch singles are still 

released on vinyl, there are any 

number of mail order outfits 

supplying fixes and there's my 

favourite sources: car boot sales, 

charity and junk shops. From 

specialist shops, good condition 

stuff usually starts at about a 

fiver and is getting more 

expensive- hardly an expired 

medium, eh? 

Why not repeat that concept 

ad nausea m for the next ten 

years. Maybe there won't be a 

twilight or any other such 

nonsense inflicted upon what is 

clearly an increasing number of 

people who are now realising 

that black vinyl is still the most 

natural, dare I say, accurate 

sounding medium available. 

The real issue is, I suppose, 

choice. While some prefer 

cotton wool slime posing as 

bread, I prefer wholemeal 

loaves. So let's keep pulling the 

strings to maintain a demand, 

so our market-led economy will 

continue to supply our 

(supposed) minority tastes. 

Rob Dowse, Brighton, Sussex_ 

I was intrigued to read the blurb 

(October 1994, issue 135) 

trumpeting the qualifications of 

the EISA panel to speak for 

Europe in making the awards 

for European Hi-Fi Products of 

the Year. I moved quicldy on to 

read the eulogy given the 

European CD Player of the Year 

-the Marantz CD-63. 

You are absolutely right, your 

April Sessions test does say" .. .it 

'boogies"'. However the April 

test also summed up "Not as 

lis tenable as some rivals" and 

Jason Kennedy only managed to 

bestow 3/5 for sound quality and 

3/5 value for money. All things 

being (un?) equal there's not 

much 'swing tag' potential there 

I would have thought! 

Returning to that EISA award, 

the same CD player boasts 

" ... great sound quality and 

excellent value for money which 

make the Mar an tz CD-63 an 

obvious award winner". Since 

there are no second places 

awarded and no (published) 

debate, was the award as 

obvious as you say or does it say a 

lot more about the competition 

than the CW3?What was the 

competition anyway? 

What has happened to the 

CW3 between April and October 

to prompt its peerage? 

As a candidate for an 

integrated CD player up (or 

should I say down) grade I would 

be most interested in your 

(published?) comments. 

Chrls Vian, Wed mare, Somerset. 

It's true I wasn't over-awed by the 

CD-63, but as is the case with all 

Sessions pieces that was a personal 

opinion, an opinion not shared by 

either the EISA awards panel or Paul 

Miller's blind panel which 

Recommended the CD-63 in the 

December issue. In this instance I 

think that I was a tad harsh on what 

is a pretty good machine for the 

price. Jason Kennedy, Deputy Ed. 

Each month, we're giving away a 
fabulous Hi-Fi Choice sweatshirt 
to the writer of the most 
interesting letter we receive. 

So get scribbling and send in 
your views on anything to do with 
hifi or music to: The Editor, Hi-Fi 
Choice, 19 Bolsover Street, London 
W1 P 7H], or send a fax on 071-323 354 7. 

Musical Fidelity's Mod revival 

F 
or almost two years my 

musical source has been 

one of those 'odd ball 

players with a cheap top-loading 

mechanism and appaling digital 

gubbins saved only by the 

euphony of its valves'. the sound 

of which I have always enjoyed. 

However, this year I undertook 

some modifications which have 

dramatically improved the 

sound quality produced by this 

humble unit. 

First, the original tubes were 

replaced by Golden Dragon 

E88CC-D1 which, after a couple 

of days running in, more than 

proved their worth. Second, 

improvements in component 

quality for the power supply 

improved matters again. 

I then contacted Messrs 

Fowler and Evans regarding a 

C!ock2Trichord modification for 

the CIJT, which I purchased and 

fitted into the player. Despite 

the technical sense and reviews, 

I wasn't prepared for the 

profound improvement 

wrought by this little board­

eve1y single aspect of the 

musical reproduction has been 

immensely heightened. Each 

positive musical term and 

superlative has now taken on a 

new meaning. 

The rest of the system consists 

of NAD 1000/2400 pre/power 

amps, lxos 103 interconnects, 

Royd The Prior speakers, which 

are excellent and bi-wired with 

Supra 4 speaker cable. 

It's encouraging to !mow that 

the Tom Evanses and Graham 

Fowlers are out there, dedicated 

to the pursuit of audio 

excellence and pleased to offer 

advice. Perhaps one day I shall 

aspire to a Trichord CD 

transport/Pulsar 1 and Michell 

pre/power combination. 
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21st Century Fox 
At last! Digital Audio Broadcasting is here and the BBC is first off 

the starting blocks. Barry Fox looks into his digital crystal ball 

and sees a multi-channel recorder. 

I 
nlate1995,as reported lastmonth, 

the BBC looks likely to be the first 

broadcaster in Europe to start a 

DAB (digital audio broadcasting) ser­

vice. Other countries should follow 

very quickly. All of Europe has agreed 

on the same standard, developed as the 

pan-European Eureka project. 

Existing radio works by broadcast­

ing analogue sound signals on ana­

logue radio waves. A digital system 

converts the analogue sound into digi­

tal code, like a computer program, 

which is then also broadcast on ana­

logue radio waves. This is how Nicam 

1Vsound works. ButNicam canonlybe 

received reliably on a fixed roof aerial, 

pointed accurately at the transmitter. 

The Eureka DAB system can work with 

moving aerials because it puts the dig­

ital code on the analogue radio waves 

in a new way. 

Whereas conventional systems use 

one carrierfrequency per radio station, 

DAB uses a system called OFDM 

(Orthogonal Frequency Division 

Multiplexing) to spread the digital code 

over literally hundreds of separate 

radio wave carriers. The system works 

like a water pipe, which splits the flow 

into many hundreds of narrow tubes. 

Just as each tube is carrying less 

water, so each DAB radio wave is carry­

ing fewer digital bits. So the bits can be 

widely spaced. This is what lets the DAB 

receiver reject unwanted reflections 

The mobile DAB test rig. And you 
thought in-car graphic equalisers 
were complicated ... 

from buildings, and interference from 

other transmitters. So it works on the 

move and can deliver hi-fi quality 

sound from a simple set-top aerial. 

DAB was originally developed for use 

with satellites which will orbit Europe 

and transmit at microwave frequen­

cies. The high cost of launching the 

satellites, and the difficulty of finding 

frequencies which all Europe can 

share, has delayed this plan until the 

next century. So national governments 

are now releasing VHF frequencies for 

terrestrial services, or T-DAB. 

In the UK, the DTI has allocated a 

band from 217.5 to 230MHz. This will 

be divided into seven sub-bands or 

'blocks'. One block will go to the BBC 

for national network services and one 

to the Radio Authority for licensing 

new commercial services. The other 

five blocks will be split between the 

BBC and commercial sector for local 

services around the country. 

Each block can accommodate up to 

six hi-fi stereo programmes, making a 

total of42. But instead of six CD quali­

ty stations per block, there could be 

twelve mid-fi stereo stations, twenty­

four mono news stations or any com­

bination of these options. 

The BBC's service will in probability 

be the first in the world. !t will start in 

September 1995 and cover the M25 

area where test transmitters are 

already working. The service will then 

Band Ill 

spread out across the country. 

Although the BBC has made no formal 

announcement, it is likely that its pro­

gramming will include the simultane­

ous re-broadcast of all the existing 

network stations (Radios 1, 2, 3, 4 and 

5), along with World Service and some 

London and Southern local stations. 

The commercial radio stations will 

quickly follow. Richard Branson will 

jump at the chance of simulcasting 

Virgin 1215AM in decent quality. 

ADAB radio recorder could of course 

work like an ordinary receiver, con­

verting the digital code into an ana­

logue signal and then recording a 

single station's output. But a DAB 

recorder will more likely record the full 

block bit stream, for decoding later. 

Recording the bit stream will give lis­

teners the chance to capture the whole 

of the BBC's output for an hour or so, 

and then choose stations on playback. 

In other words the recording recreates 

live situation choice. 

A digi tal recorder is of course needed 

for this.It could be DCC orMD, but play­

ing time is limited. DAT or VHS tape 

have now passed their sell-by dates. My 

bet is that when we see a digital radio 

recorder, it will use the DVC (digital 

video cassette) format which has now 

been agreed as a future standard for 

home digital video recording. Such a 

digital video cassette could easily be 

used to capture the DAB data stream. 
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The highest fidelity. 
Naturally. 

Immerse yourself in the music. No distractions. 

just pure sound reproduction. 

Ifs no coincidence that Sennheiser headphones 

are acclaimed again and again in the hi-fi press. 

We set new standards of sound reproduction and 

quality at the leading edge of acoustic technology. 

Supremely comfortable and near-unbreakable, 

the headphones are specially designed for easy 

replacement of parts. 

With accurate, detailed response and rich pure 

tone, recreate the eloquence of the· instruments, 

the vitality of the vocals. Whatever your taste 

natural sound quality, 

balanced by a wide 

dynamic range. 

Now prove it. Try out our 

headphones for yourself. 

You'll be convinced. 

The neutral. 
very nat_ural tonal response 
is particularly free of 

distortion. A standing 

ovation for such harmony of 
sound and design! Pleasant 

and comfortable to wear, 
like all headphones in 

this group. 

HD340 

A headphone which 

produces a roomy and 

detailed sound whilst 
incorporating high QUality 
in its design making 
it lightweight and 

comfortable to wear. 

Naturally. 

[Zj SEI\II\IHEISER 
Sennheiser U K Ltd. Freepost, Loudwater. High Wycombe 

Buckinghamshire HP1 0 8BR. 

Telephone 01628 850811. Fax 01628 850958 



a&IQO N at the sight of the 5.. superb new Quad 
77 amplifier (above) and its 

superb new remote control. Delve 
into the 21st Century with Quad's 
vision of the future! 

""ON DE 1!�::.�:� 
The Ringmat, as it battles 

with the mighty Qxlotl of Thrall. 
Will it defeat the foe in time to 
save the Planet Earth and release 
Princess Wheema of Ord before 
the final credits roll? 

... and performance 
from our Cordless 

At last. Cordless 
Headphones with the 

performance and clarity 
that you will feel at 

home with. 
Stroll around. or pour 

yoursel f  a drink,our latest 
range of infra-red high 
modulation frequency 

headphones. keeps you in 
perfect tune. \!Vhen you have 

finished clip them into the 
transmitter for recharging. it 

couldn't be easier! To try 

the Vivanco cordless range, 

fly into your local dealer 
with our coupon! 

For your local dealer 
Telephone 0442 231616 
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GET 40% OFF WHEN YOU SUBSCRIBE TO 
HI-FI CHOICE AND CLAIM YOUR FREE SWEATSHIRT 
Why pay £2.95 for your copy of Hi-Fi 
Choice each month when you could 
pay as little as £1.78? By taking out 
a one year subscription to Hi-Fi 
Choice you will get 29% off the 
cover price, and if you subscribe 
for 2 years, you will save a 
staggering 40% 

Hi-Fi Choice is your only choice. Its 

rigorous blind test proceedures are 

both revered and feared by hi-fi 

manufacturers everywhere. And no 

other hi-fi guide contains as many pages 

of invaluable hints, tips - and buying 

advice too. That's why it's such an essential 

read when the time comes for replacing, 

upgrading or expanding your hi-fi system. 

And we'll not only give you up to a stagger­
ing 40% discount, we'll also send you a 

FREE Hi-Fi Choice sweatshirt. 

If you subscribe to Hi-Fi Choice TODAY 

we'll send you a free Hi-Fi Choice 
sweatshirt. This tasteful garment is 
worth £15 and is supplied in extra 
large - it's what the serious hi-fi 

buyer around town is wearing this 
season! 

Subscribe to Hi-Fi Choice and you'll: 
• Have Hi-Fi Choice delivered to 

your door every month 

• Get up to a 40% off the 
normal price 

PAY THE EASY WAY & PAY USS! • Receive a FREE Hi-Fi Choice 
designer sweatshirt 

Reading the number 1 magazine will make sure you're 
kept up to date with what's happening and a subscription 
will save you money- you can save up to 40% of the 
normal price whan you subscribe, and your copy will be 
delivered right to your door. 

Paying for your subscription by 
direct debit Is the hassle free 

way. For a limited period any 
subscriber who pays by direct 
debit gets £2 off the normal 
subscription price. 

• Get to impress your friends 
with your vast and up to the 
minute knowlege 

THIS OFFER WON'T BE REPEATED, SO SUBSCRIBE NOW! 
PHONE OUR CREDIT CARD HOTLINE ON 0858 468888 

YES, I'D LIKE TO SUBSCRIBE TO HI·FI CHOICE 
Please start my subscription from the next available issue 

2 years (£1. 78 an issue) D UK £42.50 D Euro £68.00 D World £89.50 

1 year (£2.08 an issue) 0 UK £25.00 0 Euro £39.00 0 World £51.50 

1 year (1.92 an issue) D UK £23.00 ·payment by direct debit (UK only) 

D I am an existing subscriber so please extend my current subscription 

Please indicate your preferred method of payment: 

0 0 I WOULD LIKE TO PAY BY DIRECT DEBIT AND SAVE A FURTHER £2 

Instructions to your bank to make payment from your account. 
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• VWe instruct you to pay direcl debits from my/our account at the request of Dennis Publishing Ltd. 
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ON TEST 

ea <ers 
The cast list 

JBLL20J 

KAR VOLANTE 

In which Paul Messenger 
finds that with £5oo-£Boo 
speakers, plus fa change, 
plus c'est la me me chose ... 

I 
t seemed like a good idea to test 

loudspeakers in the £500-£800 price­

band. This market sector is pretty 

hot right now. thanks to the success of 

some key compact floorstanders. The 

combined efforts of models like the 

Mission 753, Linn Keilidh, Castle Chester, 

Ruark Talisman II and Rega EIA have at 

last started convincing the hi-fi buying 

public that it's worth spending a little 

more money to get rid of the unsightly 

ironmongety under the speakers, and 

hopefully enjoy a performance improve­

ment at the same time. 

To that end, we assembled nine 

new models within the price band, and 

unearthed the Linn Keilidh review from 

issue 114 to put our latest contenders 

in context with an old favourite. 

I don't mind adm.itting that this has 

turned out to be an arduous task, com­

pounded by my own rash decision to 

include examples of the Keilidh. Chester 

and EIA in the hands-on listening work. 

I'll leave the overall findings to the 

Conclusions pages (56-57). where you'll 

also find all the basic measurement 

data laid out in convenient comparative 

form. plus some background info on 

the test procedures. 

What made the project so challenging 

was simply the wide variation between 

the models: in size. driver configuration 

and types; in presentation; and of course 

in the resultant measured performance 

and sound quality. 

Our ten contenders include two 

upmarket examples of the classic 'book­

shelf size (around 20 litres). which of 

course will need to be placed on good 

quality stands. The Rogers Studio 5 is very 

much the classic BBC monitoring loud­

speaker. whereas the JBL L20 started out 

as an LA rocker. but was then tweaked for 

the Japanese market before arriving on 

our shores. And although the KAR Volante 

looks like a floorstander, it's actually a 

bookshelf model in disguise with a stand 

thrown in: the actual internal acoustic 

volume only amounts to 22.5 litres. 

The floorstander price ladder starts 

off with the £500 Jamo 447 and Mission 

752, probably the prettiest pairs of all­

the Jamo is smaller but uses two main 

drivers. while the Mission has a new 

high-tech driver and real-wood finish. 

How to understand 
the lab tests 

E 
very speaker has a distinct 

frequency balance (or response) 

that says much about the way it will 

sound. This sonic 'fingerprint' shows which 

parts of the audio range are emphasised 

and which are short of relative output level. 

To simulate relevant 'real world' 

conditions, the measurements are made 

of a stereo loudspeaker pair in the actual 

(largish) room where the listening tests take 

place, using a far-field technique averaged 

across seven microphone positions (after 

Colloms). The speakers are sited in two 

positions: close against a rear wall and a 

metre out into the room; intermediate 

positions normally produce intermediate 

degrees of mid bass reinforcement. 

A flat straight line is not expected, since 

the main room modes create unavoidable 
ups and downs at the low-frequency end, 

but the trace should ideally be as flat and 

smooth as possible. Gentle variations are 

preferable to sharp discontinuities; 

prominences tend to be more irritating than 

dips; and a gentle high frequency roll-off 

usually sounds perfectly acceptable. 

The sensitivity of a speaker is a guide to 

how loud it will sound for a given volume­

control setting. Our deliberately conserva­

tive figure is averaged across the broad 

midband. A 3dB increase in sensitivity 

means that the speakers will sound twice 

as loud for the same volume control 

setting of the same amplifier. 

The snag is the impedance. For the same 

volume control setting, a four Ohm loud­

speaker will actually be drawing twice the 

current (and hence power) as an eight Ohm 

design. So to obtain a four-Ohm speaker's 

sensitivity in terms of true electrical-energy 
conversion efficiency, you need to subtract 

3dB from the sensitivity figure. 

For a little more money, the Mordaunt­

Short MS50 and Tannoy 638 are the giants 

of our group. in part because they're ele­

ments of a coherent range which builds 

up via quite bulky bookshelf models. For 

sheer perceived value and bang for bucks 

they look hard to beat, but neither is 

exactly overburdened with charisma. 

More compact and rather prettier alter­

natives at £600 include the KAR Volante 

(see above) and the transmission-line­

loaded Systym 937, both of which have 

real wood veneer and notch up plenty 

of audiophile bonus points. The compact 

sealed-box Linn Keilidh also sells for £595, 

but it's worth finding the extra £125 for 

its heavy composite plinth. 

Which leaves just the Polk LS50, up at 

£800, and representing a decidedly alter­

native US approach to the art of compact 

floorstanding design - an interesting 

contrast to the home grown offerings. 

and a rather impressive one at that. 
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011 i<'' .i Loudspeakers 

jAM0477 

T 
he Danish brand jamo has quickly 

become one of Europe's largest hi-fi 

speaker marques, largely through 

the careful targeting of different 

markets with ranges of superbly designed and 

beautifully presented loudspeakers. 

The '07-series represents the core of the 

company's serious hi-fi strategy, with a range of 

five similarly and quite exquisitely styled models 

priced from the stand-mount307 (£270, issue 

122) up to the £900 floorstanding 707 Ossue 
132). Other models are the 407 and 507. The 477 

comes in halfway up the ladder, and, no, Jamo 

can't explain the inconsistent choice of numbers. 

As an ultra-compact floorstander pitched at 

fsoo, it's right at the bottom of our group on 

price, and is also one of the smallest of its type, 

standing only 9ocm off the deck. This 

LAB REPORT 

Echoing the difficulties encountered with the bigger 707 

tested in issue 132, the 477's dominant feature is the 
massive output from its enormous rear port, which is ill­
advisedly tuned to so-6oHz and therefore amplified by 
the typical floor-to-ceiling room eigentone. 

The net result is an isolated BdB peak when sited in 
free space, which wall reinforcement only SelVeS to 
transform into a broad +s·BdB so-2ooHz plateau. That 
aside, the balance looks pretty well ordered overall, but 
suffers from a ragged unevenness throughout, with 
noticeable suckouts at 3ooHz, 6ooHz and 1.8kHz. 

Sensitivity registers a usefully high 89dB, but the bass 
rolls off rapidly below soHz here, and the twin driver 
arrangement means the amplifier load is fairly 
demanding at low frequencies. 

;{llffll 
20 50 100 200 500 1k 2k Sk 10k 20l 

Hz 

Decent overall balance is marred 
by 55Hz peak and 1.5kHz dip, plus 
some unevenness. 

20 50 100 200 500 1k 2k Sk 10k 20k 
Hz 

Close-to-wall siting is the recipe for much 
too much relative bass output. 

::FFIH1-tl RI 
50 �.?.9 200 500 1 k 2k Sk 10k 20k 

Port is tuned to a high ish ssHz, while amp 
load is fairly demanding. 
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arrangement will promote 

mechanical stability, but does of 

course place the drivers a little 

close to the floor for optimum 

acoustic performance. 

it is also one of the narrowest 

floorstanders around, the twin 

main driver arrangement ensuring 

a decent diaphragm area without 

the need to house large diameter 

drivers. This too has acoustic 
implications, however, in the 
potential difficulty of integrating 

the output of a line-source pair with 

a point source tweeter through the 

crossover region. The positive 

corollary here is decent enclosure 

depth, again ensuring good 

mechanical stability. 

The other consequence is a 

shape right at the leading edge of 

fashion, backed-up by cosmetic 
design of the highest quality. The 

visible front panel is a plastic 

moulding with attractive scalloped 

vertical edges; the panel follows 

the driver outline and provides a 

flush framework for the cunningly 

shaped wood-frame grille. 

The net result is an elegantly compact 

package with beautifully clean lines, but beauty 

in this case turns out to be little more than skin 

deep. Viewed from a distance the vinyl 
mahogany finish looks fine, but it doesn't stand 

up to close scrutiny against the real woods 

available at similar prices elsewhere. 

Dig a little deeper still and limitations in the 

engineering content start to show up too. I've 

consistently criticised previous Jamo models for 

the poor quality of their driver fixing, so it would 

be inconsistent not to repeat the same criticism 

here. The third of the feeble machine head 
woodscrews I tried for tension gleefully free­

wheeled in its socket. lt looks to me as though 
the screws are expected to bite effectively into 

the mere 9mm or so of chipboard which forms 

the baffle substrate beneath the moulding. 

The box itself is built from a 19mm wrap with 

no bracing between quite large area sides, lightly 

damped with egg box foam and fitted with a 

large and deep rear port. Bi-wire terminals feed a 

conventional enough crossover, and the whole 

thing stands on four very chunky spikes. These 
are machined with integral hexagon flats and no 
lock-nut arrangement: they may look very good, 
but don't offer any height adjustment and 

seemed inclined to work loose rather easily. 

The main drivers have attractive spun­

finished 1oomm plastic cones, driven by decent 

size magnets mounted on pressed steel frames. 

The tweeter is a 25mm soft plastic dome device. 

Sound quality 
Jamo has a tradition of doing averagely well in 

our blind listening tests, but that wasn't the case 
with the 477, which ended up well down the lists. 

The overall balance is subjectively acceptable, in 

as much as that the sound is not unpleasant 

and remains relaxing and easy to listen to. The 
bass attracted particular opprobrium: 'semi­

detached', 'wallowing', 'all over the place' being 

culled from different panelist's notes. 

The sound is essentially safe and 

conservative, so unlikely to cause serious 

offence, but it's also rather thick and heavy -

all echo and timesmear, with no real weight and 

substance. Voices sound pinched and rather 

nasal, and don't focus too well either, while 

mid band dynamics sound very feeble. The net 

result is a lack of immediacy and sheer gusto 

which gets in the way of communication. 

Conclusion 
Jamo has had a run of diffident reviews in Choice, 
and the findings on this 477 will do nothing to 

change that. Jamo's commercial success in the 

hi-fi marketplace is incontrovertible, but that 

VERDICT 

0 Looks great, especially 

from a distance; very 

unintrustve domestically. 

0 Soundsboomyand 

thick; pricey for the 

engineering content. 

I ***** =�·�n������:e ***** 
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5 FaradoyC/ose, Drayton 

only goes to 

show the power 

of top-quality 
cosmetic design 
and marketing. 

In performance 
and engineering 

value terms the 

477 simply 

fails to measure 

up to its price, 

and the 

consequences 
are all too 
obvious in the 
listening room. 



JBL L20j 

W 
hat's in a name?There's aJBL 

L2ojT) lurking in my files 

from nearly three years ago 

(issue 94).lt was a beefily 

built but otherwise very undistinguished £250 

bookshelf model, which seems to have 

disappeared without trace long since. 

This L2o} newcomer is an altogether more 

interesting looking animal, with an altogether 

more serious £8oo price tag. The only thing the 

two appear to have in common is a similarly 

largish bookshelf mounting enclosure. Since 

each is about 20 litres in capacity, I think I may 

have finally got a grip on JBL nomenclature. 

In fact an L2o that looks just like this one has 

been around for quite a while. Only the J suffix is 

new, referring to the fact that this model has 

been tweaked for the Japanese market. When 

LAB REPORT 

Considering its high price, the L2ots measurement set 
isn't particularly impressive. For example, sensitivity is a 
just average 87dB, yet the amplifier load is quite 
demanding, and bass extension pretty modest. 

The generous port is tuned to �soHz, so its maximum 
output regrettably coincides with the major mode 
believed to be a function of the (entirely average) height 
of our test room. The result is a considerable (+todB) 
excess at this frequency, even with the speaker on high 
stands well clear of walls. This is all too reminiscent of an 
even more expensive )BL compact, the Ti10oo (issue 118). 

The rest of the band stays within creditable ±3dB 
limits, but does so with significant up-and-down 
unevenness along the way, especially through the 
presence region (1·4kHz). 

���lffhl 
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Even when clear of walls, the port's soHz 
contribution is much too strong; the rest is 
balanced but rather uneven. 

20 50 100 200 500 lk 2k Sk 10k 20� 

Hz 

Altogether too much mid bass output if 
close to wall, even though the balance 
looks fine elsewhere. 

Amplifier load makes fairly heavy current 
demands, and port is unfortunately tuned 
to soHz. 

the boys up at Borehamwood got to hear it, they 

developed a new respect for JBL Japan and 

decided to try out this version in the UK. 

The size might be deemed unfashionable, or 

simply classic/traditional, depending on your 

point of view, but there's no denying the superb 

presentation and standard of finish on these 

decidedly solid and chunky little boxes. You 

don't get quite the heft or the artfully trapezoidal 

shape of the similarly sized Thooo up at ft,soo, 

but the cover photo on issue 118 clearly reveals 

that the two have plenty in common. 

The L2o turns the scales at a high nkg, feels 

indestructible and shows superb build quality 

throughout. The finish is a black wood grain over 

zomm MDF on five sides; the baffle is a heavier, 

sculpted affair, 30mm·plus thick and highlighted 

by pretty, chamfered, hardwood trim strips. 

Internal box damping is almost non-existent, 

consisting merely of a small panel of egg box 

foam, covering two thirds of the back panel and 

the quite elaborate, high power crossover. This 

is fed from quality bi·wire terminals via heavy 

gauge, tag-connected cables. A large port is set 

into the back panel. 

The main driver is a splendid-looking affair, 

with a substantial cast frame and large magnet 

driving a nsmm paper cone; the tweeter is a 

variant on JBL's pleated surround, titanium dome 

design. The latter perhaps deserves some extra 

protection, judging by the appearance of our 

well-travelled dem samples. Both drivers were 

very firmly fixed by proper fine-thread bolts. A 

moulded-frame grille looks relatively harmless, 

but drivers like these deserve to be on view. 

Sound Quality 
Given the usual correlation between measured 

and perceived balance, the L2o} wasn't likely to 
go through the listening tests without a fair share 

of criticism. There is too much mid bass and a 

lack of slam and weight, to be sure, and there's 

Cn r.::sr: Loudspeakers 

also some dulling in the presence region, factors 

which upset the various pane lists to different 

degrees, leading to a rather uneven reaction. 

But listening past the obvious balance 

character brings plenty of reward. The sound 

may be a little rich and laid back, but it's also 

engagingly coherent and informative. Dynamics 

are clearly a cut above the pack, and J BL's 

rock'n'roller reputation is vindicated in the way 

hard-charging music drives along with a proper 

sense of urgency, and an unusual combination 

of transparency and authority. 

Conclusion 
During seven years of regular Choice speaker 

reviewing, I've encountered a number of JBLs, 

none of which have reflected the awesome 

reputation which this long established brand 

enjoys, especially in Japan. Having now sampled 
this Japanese version of the long standing L2o 
line, I'm at last getting an inkling of where that 

respect is coming from. 

The L2o} is still a bit of a mixed bag. it's not 

cheap, not particularly neutral, and the measured 

performance isn't marvellous. But it has 

considerable class, not just in its exceptional 

VERDICT 

0 Roc:k'n'rollerwlth fine 
basic dynamic and 
communication skills. 

0 Pricey,midbass heavy 
and a bit laid back. Needs 

styling, finish and 

presentation, but 

also in the way it 

communicates a 

musical message 

with an authority 

and purpose 

which is rare from 

something so 

compact. There's 

integrity here that 
demands respect, 

and warrants 
Recommendation 

in spite of the 

high price. 
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THE SVNERGV 
an Exciting New Amplifier from Tube Technology 

Dual Mono 1 SOW per Channel, Remote Controlled 
All Tube Line Level Integrated Amplifier. 

For further details on the Synergy and our complete range 
including a UK dealer list, please call or write. 

Sale starts Wednesday 
28th December. 

Dozens of ex-demonstration 

and second-hand bargains. 

Phone for details. 

35 years combined experience. 

Two Ful.ly equipped listening rooms. 

Hmne instaUation service. 

Multi-room design and installation. 

2 years Parts and Labour guarantee. 

Hon1e cincn1a surround-sound. 

Export and Credit facilities. 

• LINN • QUAD • MERIDIAN • N AK AMICHI • ARCAM • AUDIOLAil • ACOUSTIC ENERGY • SME • AUDIO IUSEARCH • 

• KIULL • CLASSE AUDIO • THETA • APOGEE • MARTIN LOGAN • SONUS FABER • MUSICAL FIDELITY • MICROMEGA • 

• REL • ll..OGERS • PIONEER • TANNOY • STAX • AURA • LEXICON • SYSTEMDEK • PINK TRIANGLE • MICHELL • 

• MONITOR AUDIO • YAMAHA • MARANTZ • KEF • BOSE • CELESTION • EPOS • MISSION • DENO • NEAT PETITE • CYRUS • 

�listening 
� 

161 Old Brompton Rd. London SW5 OLJ. Tel: 071- 244 7750/59. Fax: 071-370 0192. 

Monday- Saturday lOan� - 6pm. Nearest Tube: South Kensington or Gloucester Road. 



KARVOLANTE 

K 
AR is one of the newer kids on the 

speaker block, just about three 

years old, and has hitherto 

concentrated on manufacturing 

for export. Given the nomenclature of its 

various models- Argo, Figaro and Alto as well 

as Vo/ante- I wouldn't be at all surprised to 

hear that I taly was a major market. My 

knowledge of I talian is restricted to the 

chromium badges on exotic motor cars, from 

which I know V a/ante translates as 'flying'. 

What might be appropriate enough to an Alfa 

Romeo sports car is merely perplexing in a 

loudspeaker, but I guess that it's a pretty 

enough word in its own right. 

Such linguistic pedantry aside, the Volante is 

a quite tall and exquisitely finished floorstander 

which sells for a pretty realistic £6oo. it's 

LAB REPORT 

Since Choice has never examined a KAR speaker before, 
there's no form to provide a yardstick. But it has to be 
said that the findings in this peer group context were 
rather disappointing, with problems in the upper bass 
but more particularly the presence region (2-5kHz). 

Sensitivity is a useful enough 88dB, especially as the 
load is very undemanding, but the acoustically small box 
ensures limited bass extension. 

In fact the broad midband is impressively flat 15oHz-
2kHz, but the upper bass is a bit lean, and the 48Hz 
maximum port output a shade strong. More seriously, 
there's a quite obvious broad suckout 2-5kHz, averaging 
3-4dB, which will tend to dull detail and encourage 
playing the system at higher volumes. 

20 50 100 200 500 lk 2k Sk 10k 201< 
Hz 

Trace shows that output is very lean in 
the upper bass, and sucked out in the 
upper presence. 

Room averc�.ged response (wall mount) 

20 50 100 200 500 lk 2k Sk !Ok 20� 
Hz 

Wall-mounting helps fill the upper 
bass, leaves 55Hz rather strong; upper 
presence suckout. 

::fWfH t11#ci 
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Amp load is very easy to drive throughout; 
port is tuned to 45Hz. 

available in various real wood 

veneers on all six sides, 

including the very attractive 

cherry example pictured, while 

an MDF plinth coloured to 

match is available to extend 

the footprint for an extra £so. 

In a sense, however, this is 

only half a floorstander, 

inasmuch as the lower third of 

the enclosure is blanked off 

and takes no acoustic part in 

the proceedings, merely acting 

as a stand. A little inspection 

hatch in the base may be 

removed in order to fill (or part 

fill) the lower section with 

sand, lead shot or other mass­

loading/damping material to 

taste, improving mechanical 

stability enormously. In this 

respect the Volante is much 

more comparable to a 

standard bookshelf size 

speaker acoustically speaking, 

but the fact that the stand is 

incorporated makes it look 

much prettier. 

Even allowing for the fact 

that you won't need to add a 

pair of stands, this is still 

comfortably above the bargain 

basement price for a compact 

two-way design. The high class, substantial 

cabinetwork is partly responsible of course, but 

happily the engineering details are thoroughly 

impressive throughout. Going through my 

audiophile brownie point checklist, the Volante 
gets a surprisingly consistent, near-continuous 

row of ticks, with the odd star here and there too. 

The main driver is quite an extreme device, 

using a substantial cast frame with no fewer than 

eight fixing bolts and a generous magnet to drive 

an ultra-light, undamped 12omm paper cone 

with phase-compensating centre dome. That the 

bolts are gilt might irritate delicate sensibilities, 

but the fact that they were all really tight 

gladdens my heart. The tweeter has a small 

19mm soft plastic dome with short horn flare, 
and the speakers are supplied in mirror-image 

pairs with the tweeter offset. The enclosure is 

t6mm MDF, braced by the internal partition, 

lightly damped and stood on four very 

substantial spikes. 

Sound quality 
The Vo/ante was poorly received by the listening 

panel, but with hindsight and in context the poor 

result is explicable, if not entirely excusable. 

Fortunately the more extended hands-on 

sessions allowed the speakers sufficient time 

to prove their real worth. 

Sonically it's a bit coloured and nasal, rather 

shut-in and lacks warmth and richness. But the 

sound is impressively coherent and informative, 

with particularly good mid focus and a measure 
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of real grip. Bass is limited in weight and 

authority, but still keeps the faith pretty well. 

Above all, it stays clean and doesn't clog up, so 

although there is a touch of sibilance, music 

remains agreeably agile and very well timed. 

Conclusion 
A most difficult speaker to summarise, the 

bottom line is that the Vo/ante is great fun to 

listen to, simply because its sheer speed and 

temporal integrity results in fine communication. 

it's sonically flawed, as shown in the 

measurements and confirmed in the blind 

listening tests, and is at heart a bookshelf 

speaker masquerading as a floorstander. But the 

very pretty end result provides some justification 

here, while the engineering quality is top grade 

VERDICT 

0 Agreatcommunlcator 
and lots offun; very 
pretty cabi network. 

0 Measurementconflrms 
obvious sonic flaws; not 
strictly a floorstander. 

' ***** =�.;;,_�, .�.1;::'1 ***** 
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54 Coach Rood, Outwood, 
Wakefield, West Yorks 

throughout. At 

heart a genuine 

enthusiast's 

rather than an 

easy listening 

speaker, 

Recommendation 

is clearly 

appropriate, with 

the stern warning 

to try before you 

buy, to make 

sure that the 

rather individual 

flavour proves 

palatable. 
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Hi-fi Specialists 

REEiR 

Rega Products (Full Range Available) 
Planar 2 Turntable ,,,,.,,., .. £198.00 

Planar 3 Turntable .................. £260.00 

Brio Amplifier .......................... £229.00 

Elex Amplifier ......................... £398.00 

Elicit Amplifier ......................... £730.00 

Rega Radio (New) .................. £229.00 

Kyte Loudspeakers ................. £198.00 

El a Loudspeakers ................... £450.00 

Xel loudspeakers . ,,,,. £1040.0 

CYRUS 

Cyrus Products (Full Range Available) 
Cyrus 3 Amplifier ,,,,,,,,.,. £499.00 

Cyrus PSXR Power Supply,.,,. £299.00 

Cyrus FM7 Tuner""""""" ,,, £399.00 

Cyrus Discmaster ,,,,,,,,,, £949.00 

Cyrus Dacmaster """""""""" £949.00 

Mission 751 Speakers """""" £299.00 

Mission 752 Speakers (New) , £499.00 

Mission 753 Speakers """""" £699.00 

248 Lee High Road 
Lewisham London SE13 5PL 
Tel: 081 318 5755 & 081 852 1321 
Fax: 081 318 0909 

>New 'The Lion Wakonda' Preamp 

"' ''' 

lli l l 
>New 'The Rega Radio' AM/FM Tuner 

>New Area m 290P Power Amplifier 
>New Marantz CD63se CD Player 

>Now All on demonstration 

td [ flffi--n r it r [ ilff:lm 
THE CHOICE IS YOURS 

We demonstrate everything we sell 
so you can be sure that any of the 
products you see advertised here 
are on display and available for 
audition. 
Our helpful and experienced staff 
are on hand every day (except 
Thursday and Sunday) to help ex­
plore the possibilities open to you. 
We welcome your visit. 

•Two listening rooms 
•Two year minimum guarantee 

•Free 24hr delivery service 

eo% Finance available,see below 
•Part exchange service available 
•Outstanding product range from: 

AIWA • ARCAM • AUDIO TECHNICA • CYRUS 
DENON • HEYBROOK • JPW • MARANTZ • LINN 
PRODUCTS • MISSION • NAD • NAIM AUDIO 
NAKAMICHI • POLK • QUAD • ROTEL • REGA 
RUARK • ROGERS • SOUND ORG • SPENDOR 

TARGET· TANNOY • WOODSIDE • YAMAHA 

LINN 
-- 6 1 

..... �-· · 
. . ... � I 

Llnn Products (Full range available) 
Mimik CD Player """""""""""""' £798.00 

Karik CD Player,,,,,,,,,,, .. ,,. £1497.0 

Majik Amplifier (Phono) ,,,,, .... ,, £593.00 

Kairn Preamp """""""""""""""" £1398.0 

LK100 Power amplifier,, .. ,,,,,, £549.00 

Klout Power Amplifier ,, . .,,,,,,, £1895.0 

Tukan Loudspeaker,. """ £398.00 

Keilidh Loudspeaker,,, ........ ,,,, £595.00 
Kaber Loudspeaker,,,,,,. ,. £1298.0 

. 

na1m 

Nairn Products (Full Range Available) 
NA CD3 CD Player .. ,,,,,,,,, .. ,. £898.00 

NA COl CD Player,,, .. ,, .... ,, .. ,, £1862.0 

Nait 3 Amplifier,,,,, ........ ,,,,,. £499.00 

NAC 92 Preamp ,,,,,, ........ ,,,, £405.00 

NAC72 Preamp ,,,,, .. , .......... ,,. £638.00 

NAC 82 Preamp ,,,,,,, ......... ,,. £1945.0 

NAP90/3 Power Amp .. , ........... ,,. £395.00 

NAT 03 Tuner """""""""""""""' £499.00 

0 °/o INTEREST FREE CREDIT 
Up to £1000 Instant Credit available to personal Callers 

-•�Tel: 081 318 5755 & 081 852 1321...,...•• 
Opening times : 1 O.OOam to 6.30pm Monday to Saturday (Closed Thursday) 
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Ll N N KE ILl D H LS300reprinted,withamendments,from issueu4 

G 
iven the difficulties the rest of 

the world has in coping even with 

English, the marketing wisdom 

of naming your product in Gaelic 

might be questioned, even if the reference (to a 

shindig or party) is appropriate enough. The 

Keilidh- which I can't help but refer to as a 

Kylie, even though it has no Australian accent 

-is a cute and demure little £595 compact 

floorstander, wood veneered on four faces 

with a charcoal grey baffle and optional black 

stocking mask grille. 

it's a little smaller than most of the breed, but 

probably rather more substantially built than 

most too, turning the scales at around 2okg, with 

another 4-3kg of heavy ceramic spiked plinth 

available as a £too option. it's interesting to 

contrast Linn's approach with its commercial 

LAB REPORT 
Unlike the Kaber, the Keilidh works best away well away 
from walls, delivering a very impressive in-room balance 
that holds within an impressive sdB window all the way 
from 2oHz up to 15kHz. The exceptional bass extension is 
one virtue of sealed box loading (system Fr at 6sHz), and 
is achieved here with a very respectable 87dB sensitivity 
rating, albeit via a rather demanding amplifier load. 

Bass is exceptionally well controlled, though relative 
output does drop gently above 300Hz, and has fallen 
sdB by the time the broadly depressed presence is 
reached (1.5·4kHz), subsequently registering a 3dB treble 
recovery. it's a shape that's characteristic of using twin 
main drivers either side of a tweeter, but to Linn's credit 
the net result here is much flatter than is usually the case. 

20 50 100 200 500 1k 2k Sic 10k 20k 

Hz 

Fine overall balance with unusually 
good bass extension; some unevenness 
in mid band. 

Room averaged response (wall mount) 

20 50 100 200 500 1 k 2k Sk lOk 20k 

Hz 

Close-to-wall siting leaves mid bass much 
too strong; treble brighter than average. 

A simple load, but one which makes quite 
heavy demands on partnering amplifiers. 

rivals, but in many ways the Keilidh 
is a cost effective downgrading of 

the f1,300 Kaber, reviewed and 

recommended way back in issue 82, 

but significantly updated since then. 

In fact Kei/idh and Kaber now share 

both the optional ceramic base and 

Linn's t8mm ceramic dome tweeter 

(also featured in the £4,400 Keltik). 
If the Keilidh is the more prosaic 

design, with just a single internal 

chamber to load the twin bass/mid 

nsmm plastic cone drivers, there's 

certainly no evidence of cost cutting or 

compromise in the engineering 

involved. Truly wicked spikes may be 

properly tightened into either the 

standard plinth made from thick MDF, 

or the ceramic option (which not only 

adds mass but usefully extends the 

footprint too). The baffle is 30mm 

MDF and the wrap t8mm, the whole 

structure reinforced by two shelf 

braces and an 0-ring to stiffen the 

sides. it's well stuffed with wadding, 

and a couple of Ku-stone damping 

blocks are fixed to the back panel. A 

purposeful looking PCB network is 

directly soldered to a triple terminal 

set Only two sets are normally 

needed, for passive bi·wired 

operation, but Kei/idh is able to be 

upgraded at any future stage to 

active bi-amp or tri-amp modes. 

The geometry of the driver line-up 

is significant, as it places the tweeter 

rather closer to the floor than usual. This is likely 

to reduce the impression of height and space in 

the sound, but does render the tweeter rather 

less susceptible to the effects of baffle vibration 

and rocking than if it was higher off the ground. 

Sound quality 
Auditioned without the ceramic base, which was 

only available later in pre-production form, the 

panel as a whole greeted Kei/idh with some 

enthusiasm, especially for its convincingly 

driving, authoritative and coherent performance 

on the rock tracks in our test programme, though 
a couple of pane lists did find the slightly 'shut in' 

balance not entirely to taste. 

The treble brightness is certainly obvious, but 

this did not seem to be much of a handicap, such 

is the inherent sweetness and clarity of the rather 

fine new tweeter. The combination of the low 

down tweeter and broad presence depression 

does result in some loss of openness and a 

degree of nasal coloration, but the exceptional 

strength of this model is the comparative lack of 

timesmear, which makes voices sound entirely 

cleaner, more real and altogether less chesty 

than is usually the case. 

Subjectively already superbly fast and 

coherent, especially through the bass region, the 

addition of the ceramic plinth brought an 

impressive improvement in several respects, 

sharpening leading edges still further, increasing 

scale markedly and reducing boxiness to an 

impressive degree. And if the Kei/idh can sound 

a mite shut in and squashed when ticking over 

at lowish levels, its response to a little heavy 

handedness with the volume control is quite 

remarkable. lt simply goes on getting louder, 

daring you to give up before it does, and staying 

exceedingly coherent until the amplifier clips. 

Conclusion 
There's no question in my mind that Keilidh is a 

gorgeous little speaker, one of Linn's best ever 

and certainly very fine value for money. Some 

VERDI CT 

0 Soundsboomy and 
thick; pricey for the 
engineering content. 

0 Can sound 'shut in' or 
'squashed' when playing 
at low levels. 

. ***** 
=�.'::-/ ·;!,. �.1 ::1 **** * 

£500 

Floors Road, Waterfoot, 

may baulk at the 

slightly shut-in 

character, but the 

wonderful drive 

and low frequency 

integrity results in 

musical 

communication 

of a high order. 

The Keilidh earns 

enthusiastic 

Recommendation, 

especially when 

it is used with 

the optional 

ceramic plinth. 
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MISSION 752 

M 
ission's £700 753 (issue 114) 

has been a stonking 
commercial success, doing 

more than any other model to 
get the whole compact floorstanding speaker 
bandwagon rolling. This new £soo 752 is also a 
floorstander, but an even more compact 
example of the breed. And where the 753 is 

notable for an array of four similar bass and 

bass/mid drivers taking up most of the front 
baffle area, this newcomer is a simple two-way, 

with just a single bass/mid driver covering the 

lower two-thirds of the audio range. 

One for four might seem a big step to make, 
but l don't think Mission's saving as much money 

as you might expect. The multiple drivers in 753 
are all relatively inexpensive pressed-frame 
affairs, whereas the 752's singleton is an 

LAB REPORT 

Following the 753's example, the 752 delivers a lovely 
mid-to-treble balance, with just mild perturbation through 
the down-tilted presence region (1.5-3kHz). However, 
whereas that larger model works best a couple of feet out 
into the room, the 752's bass alignment makes close-to­
wall siting pretty well mandatory. The soHz triple-port 
resonance regrettably coincides with one of our main 
room modes: if this proves a problem, it might be worth 
experimenting with blocking up one or two of the ports. 

Ironically, the 752's single main driver actually gives a 
slightly higher sensitivity rating than the four-driver 753 
- all the more so since the amplifier load is relatively 
undemanding through the bass and midband. Absolute 
bass extension is inevitably rather limited. 

{JJfTl�+l 
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Hz 

Mid and treble balance looks good, but 
bass clearly needs some wall reflection 
assistance. 

20 50 100 200 500 lk 2k Sk lOk 20� 

Hz 

Close-to-wall siting helps fill out the bass, 
but lower mid is still lean. 

:·:fllrl fH4£1 
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-- ------------------------

Three ports tune the enclosure to soHz, two 
to 40Hz, one to 30Hz, giving some option 
for experiment (see text above). 
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altogether more interesting affair 

from a connoisseur's viewpoint. 

The 117mm cone is made from 

a new form of that traditional 
material known as Aerogel, which 
has been aerated to add thickness 

and hence improve stiffness with 
the minimum of mass. The frame 
is a substantial cast affair, the 

magnet generous, and the whole 

unit is firmly held by tight fine­

pitch bolts - as is the tweeter. 

Technology aside, the 

marketplace has shown that good 
design is probably the most 
influential factor of all when it 

comes to persuading customers to 
part with money. The 752 amply 

confirms Mission's status among 
the masters of speaker styling, 

thanks in no small part to the 

careful consideration of detail 

throughout. 
The whole baffle is set at a very 

slight backwards tilt, which not 
only looks nice but also has the 
triple benefit of helping de-focus 
internal standing waves, projecting 

the sound upwards into the room 
from a modest height enclosure, 

and improving the time-alignment 

of the drivers. 

A most attractive rosewood 

veneer (black is an option) covers sides, top and 

the lower third of the front. The upper business 
section of the baffle has drivers and ports against 

a smart textured section, all of which may be 

hidden under a chamfered wood-frame grille if 

preferred. The final touches are a wide chamfer 

sliced off the sharp enclosure edges all round, 

plus a moulded plastic plinth which accepts floor­

spikes (rather well) and also increases the overall 

stability footprint. 

Transverse cabinet folding techniques are 
claimed to enhance cabinet rigidity, with the help 
of a couple of hunky internal braces. The inside is 
lightly damped with eggbox foam, while the 

25mm veneered cabinet sides themselves have 
bituminous pad damping. The baffle is tgmm 
MDF, and gilt bi-wire terminals are fitted low 

down on the black textured rear panel, saving on 

speaker cable and enhancing aesthetics. 

Sound quality 
The 752 incurred no one person's outright 
favour, but at the same time there was no 
individual dislike accorded either, so the overall 
averaged marks placed it comfortably above the 
group average - which is very good for one of 

the least expensive models in the test. 
The open and lively mid band is very 

engaging, delivering oodles of detail without 
obvious brashness or over-brightness. Timing is 

pretty good too, but the sound does lack warmth 
and richness in the lower mid band, while the 
bass is short on drive and purpose. 

Loads of clarity and plenty of detail count for 
a lot, but the 752 does seem under-endowed 
with authority, grip and drama. The sound is 

somehow a little detached and disembodied, 

lacking leading edges, and with a noticeable 

degree of timesmear, although the latter is quite 

well disguised. However, by delivering 

presentation ahead of substance, this speaker is 

not a totally convincing communicator. 

Conclusion 
I suspect the 752 will be as big a commercial 
success as the 753, if only because it's easily the 
sharpest looker around at the price. The high­

class engineering content is a further bonus, 
while the sound is certainly competitive enough 
for formal Recommendation, majoring on detail 

VERDICT 

0 Loads of detail from 

just about the sharpest­

looking speaker around; 
good timing. 

0 Bottom end lacks 
authority, weight, 

warmth and richness. 

I ***** 
=�·�n�.����:t ***** 
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to some extent at 

the expense of 

warmth and 
drama. The 
overall character 
is quite different 
from the 753, 
especially in 
terms of relative 
bass output, 

which implies that 
this new Mission 
floorstander will 

probably prove 
the better option 
in smaller rooms. 



MORDAUNT-SHORT MSSO 

M 
ordaunt-Short may be best 

known for its budget 

bookshelf babies, especially 

here in the UK, but the high 

tech features which have long given the 

company a competitive edge are equally 

applicable to larger floorstanding models, such 

as this top-of-the-budget-line MSso-
lt's actually the largest of the ten models 

assembled for this group review, yet the £540 

price tag means it's also one of the least 

expensive_ Our samples came supplied with the 

MSP1 plinth, which extends the already generous 

footprint still further, and costs an extra £40. 

The result is handsome enough in its way, I 

suppose, but also somehow a bit corpulent and 

over-blown in appearance. The back panel is the 

give-away to the thought processes involved_ 

LAB REPORT 

The MS so delivers test results which differ from the group 
norm. Despite the bulk and driver area, sensitivity is a 
modest 86dB under our comparative regime (rather than 
the 9odB claimed), a situation partly but not wholly 
justified by decent bass extension (-SdB at 2oHz in room) 
and a very undemanding amplifier load. 

The overall frequency balance avoids the slightly mid­
forward character adopted by many of its peers, and is 
actually impressively flat overall, apart from two worrying 
idiosyncrasies. The first is a midbass which errs on the 
over-enthusiastic side even when the speaker is well 
clear of walls. The second is a rather alarming looking 
discontinuity centred on 6ooHz, in a midband which 
might have been smoother. Note that the overall trend 
is a dB or two brighter than the norm. 
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A good balance is marred by excess output 
around soHz and an odd discontinuity 
around 6ooHz_ 

20 oO 100 200 500 lk 2k 5k 10k 20k 
Hz 

Too much bass output and that worrying 
6ooHz discontinuity_ 

:·:f�fTllO"H I ,I 
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A very easy amplifier load makes up for 
the modest sensitivity_ 

The rear appears to be 

built up from two back 

panels from the large 

bookshelf size MS]o, 
which implies that the 

design starting point 

placed one such model 

on top of another 

(without the tweeter) in 

order to create a 

floorstander. Then a little 

extra depth was added to 

improve the overall 

proportions and enhance 

the mechanical stability. 

Given that pairs of large 

bookshelf models often 

show problems 

controlling the quantity 

of relative mid bass 

output, the prospects 

for a stacked pair plus 

a bit would appear a 

little gloomy_ 

The enclosure 

construction tends to 

confirm this hypothesis, 

as an internal horizontal 

shelf divides it in two 

internally, creating two 

similar but slightly different size chambers, each 

loaded by its own rear port. That this also serves 

to brace the sides is an added bonus, but the fact 

that it leaves the bi-wire terminal block well off 

the ground will be regretted by the house-proud, 

while it also causes the lower main driver to be 

placed uncomfortably close to the floor. 

Reflecting its top-of-the-class 21kg all-up 

weight, the box itself is a tough affair, much of 

the baffle consisting of two 17mm sections 

laminated together, while the chipboard wrap is 

19mm thick, and the enclosed spaces lightly 

damped. The whole thing stands on spikes 

which seem a little flimsy for the total mass_ 

One very welcome surprise was to discover, 

'neath neat disguising trim rings, that the two 

main drivers both have serious cast alloy frames, 

and are fixed by substantial fine-pitch bolts_ 

These might have been tighter, probably due to 
some compaction of the thick baffle,-so owners 

might do well to check the tension a couple of 

times a year. Trouble is, getting the trim rings off 

is one thing; getting them back on again properly 

is quite another ... 

The main drivers both use 145mm plastic 

cones, injection moulded with their integral 

surrounds, while the tweeter is Mordaunt-Short's 

own 25mm metal dome device, sensibly under 
mesh protection. The grille has a moulded 

plastic frame and chamfered profile so 

represents little acoustic impediment. 

Sound Quality 
The MS so received a middle of the road 

reception in the listening tests, summarised by 

one panelist as enigmatic. The bottom end was 

� -. :::;: Loudspeakers 

altogether too full for several listeners, and the 

rather leaden and lazy quality didn't help either, 

with the word flatulent cropping up - though 

that might have referred to the sausage and 

bean hot-pot eaten at lunch_ 

The bass excess is rendered the more 

obvious by a midband which remains broadly 

flat (apart from that 6ooHz oddity), but the 

natural, gently-laid-back perspectives here are 

the so's biggest strength, giving very even­

handed balance and perspectives, with delicacy 

and a good sense of proportion. High power is 

handled with aplomb, but in their fundamental 

character these speakers are easy to live with, 

though not particularly exciting or invigorating. 

Conclusion 
In this reviewer's opinion, a floorstander should 

be conceived as a separate entity in its own right. 
An approach which essentially takes two pairs of 

VERDICT 

0 A big, generous and 
transparent sound; 
evenly balanced; fine 
engineering value_ 

0 A blt too big and heavy 
for Its own good; lacks 
tension and agility_ 

I ***** 
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bookshelf size 

speakers and 

stacks them up 

strikes me as 

rather naive, and 

the resultant 

excess of mid bass 

output all too 

predictable. That 

said, I still have a 

soft spot for the 

MS so's generous, 

laid back and 

attractively 

transparent 
sound_ 
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POLK LSSO 

S 
hiny is as shiny does, I suppose. 

Trouble is, every time I catch sight 

of the high gloss finish on Polk's 

£8oo LSso. I'm reminded of the 

Fifties Formica of my childhood, and admit I 

much preferred the matt finish of its bigger 

LS7o brother, covered in issue 132. 

That review provides a fascinating context 

against which to scrutinise this smaller offering. 

The LSso costs only two-thirds the price of the 

70, weighs about 70 per cent as much and 

stands 12cm smaller. The twin-main-driver plus 

tweeter-and-port front baffle layout looks much 

the same, but the main cones and the port are 

proportionally scaled down. 

Which is almost certainly a good thing. In our 

typical (if larger than average) UK listening room, 

the LS7o delivered a disastrously thick and heavy 

LAB REPORT 
The similarities between this £8oo LSso and the £1,200 
LS70 (Choice 132) are unmistakeable - and happily all 
the more important advantages lie with the LSso. lt 
registers about 1dB lower sensitivity and 2dB less relative 
in-room output at 2oHz, but there's no sign of the 70's 
mid bass excess here, just a slightly rich character and a 
well judged average balance from 40Hz all the way up to 
1kHz, if the speaker is kept well clear of room boundaries. 

There's some unevenness 1-5kHz, but again the 
balance is good, and the ultimate treble roll-off gradual if 
just a shade premature. Sensitivity here is a high 9odB, 
and bass extension registers -10dB in-room at 2oHz, so 
perhaps inevitably the amplifier load is fairly demanding, 
though not too excessively so. 

20 50 100 200 500 lk 2k Sk 10k 20< 

Hz 

Overall balance is exceptional, 
despite some presence unevenness 
and early HF roll-off. 

20 50 100 200 500 lk 2k Sk 10k 20< 

Hz 

Mid bass becomes too heavy if speaker is 
sited close to walls. 

::Mi4f1sllll 
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Load is quite demanding, but that's only to 
be expected in view of the high sensitivity. 

midbass-dominated balance. 

Shrinking the driver cone 

diameter from the 70's 145mm 

to the us mm cones used here 

actually reduces the moving 

diaphragm area by nearly forty 

per cent. Reducing the port 

diameter will help similarly, 

even though the port tuning 

frequency here is a little higher 

(around 40Hz). 

Downsizing aside, the LSso 

is an attractive looking speaker, 

soberly (apart from the shine) 

but very professionally 

presented, and distinguished 

by a tapered front and back, so 

the top is narrower than the 

base. it's also quite heavy, deep 

and not all that tall, which 

makes for a very stable 

structure, mechanically and 

aesthetically. There's also the 

bonus that the varying width 

does help de-focus internal 

standing waves. 

However, considering the 

price tag is right up at the top of 

our group, the general standard 

of engineering is a little disappointing. There are 

few signs of audiophile-oriented luxury touches 

like the cast-frame drivers and proper securing 

bolts used by several others in this group. The 

pressed frame drivers do have good-size 

magnets, but are indifferently mounted with 

feeble woodscrews. 

Indeed, Polk is so resolutely US-marketplace 

oriented that the LSso comes with little metal 

feet instead of the UK-ubiquitous spike. Such 

feet do work adequately on polished US wooden 

floors, and avoid visible damage too, but some 

form of spiking (eg Michell cones) is essential if 

the speaker is to work properly on carpet. 

The cabinetwork is taken altogether more 

seriously, with a hefty 25mm MDF baffle flanked 

by 2omm sides and the internals fitted with 

complex bracing and an elaborate cocktail of 

damping materials, including dense resistance 

matting between the main drivers. The speaker 
looks best with the grille in place, as it fits within 

a raised moulding around the baffle edge, which 

represents a potential source of rattles and 

acoustic impediment. 

Sound Quality 
Rather to the surprise of the panel (many of 

whom had heard the LS7o six months 

previously), the LSso came out at the top of 

several lists, even though support was not 

unanimous. The heart of its success would seem 

to be an exceptionally good overall balance, 

alongside fine control over boxy effects. The 

avoidance of these two major sources of 

unwanted speaker artefacts in turn makes it that 

much easier to ignore the contribution of the 

transducer itself, and concentrate on the music. 

o,, 1<·'.1: Loudspeakers 

And that, after all, is the crux of the biscuit. 

The main criticism was that leading edges 

aren't that well resolved, which does mean 

losing out on sorne of the tension of the live 

performance. There is sorne rnidband coloration, 

voices showing slight pinched and nasal effects, 

with slight chestiness too, while the slight overall 

dulling of the top end does help counter some 

incipient steely tendencies quite effectively. 

Timing is pretty good all round, and dynamics are 

quite lively, though ultimately this is at heart an 

easy listening speaker - and definitely one of 

the better examples of the breed. 

Conclusion 
I suspect a purchasing decision here might 

well be swayed by personal reaction to the 

super-glossy finish. If that particular cap fits, 

then the rest of the speaker's capabilities make 

it well worth serious consideration and formal 

· Recommendation. it's slightly disappointing 

VERDICT 

0 Exceptlonallywell 
balanced design which 
also packs a punch. Easy 
to live with. 

0 Rather pricey for the 
engineering content 
and !lulld quality. 

I ***** 
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House, Coursers Road, 

St A/bans, Herts AL4 oPG. 

a (o1727)B27311 

to find generally 

quite prosaic 

engineering 

content at what 

is a fairly hefty 

price tag, but 

the acoustic 

performance is 

unusually well 

behaved for a 

large and 

enthusiastic box, 

and that brings 

real dividends in 

ultimate sound 

quality. 
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ROGERS STUDIO 5 

S 
omeone at Rogers once 
challenged me to review one of 
their speakers without mentioning 
the BBC. I suspect I could, but it 

wouldn't be appropriate in the case of the 
Studio 5, which positively reeks of the BBC 
monitoring pedigree underlying so many 
Rogers models. The Studio 5 slots very logically 
into the yawning gap which exists between the 
sub-miniature Studio 3 (LS3/5A-size, £450, see 
issue 118); and the classic two-cubic-foot 
Studio 7 (issue 122), a box which looked quite 
dainty back in its 1970 LS5/6 guise, but seems 
distinctly bulky today. 

The Studio 5 is the archetypal 'bookshelf' 
compact in size and shape - for this, £700 
represents a pretty substantial price-tag. The 
tasty rosewood veneer used on our samples 

LAB REPORT 

The Rogers tradition has always focused upon delivering 
an exceptionally well-balanced mid band, and this is 
certainly the case here. The free-space room response of 
the Studio 5 holds within much tighter limits than most 
rivals across the broad middle of the spectrum. 

The bass is a whole lot leaner than the larger Studio 7 

model (issue 122), so a little wall reinforcement might be 
worth experimentation, but from 1ooHz up to 1kHz this is 
one of the smoothest traces around. 

Serious bass extension is not on the agenda here, but 
sensitivity is a generous 88dB/W, especially in the 
context of a very mild amplifier load. The very small port 
makes a relatively modest contribution centred on soHz, 
while helping the damp the driver /box resonance. 
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1-lz 

Mid band is very nicely controlled, but 
bass lacks extension as well as weight. 

20 50 100 200 500 Jk 2k 5k 10k 20k 

Hz 

Close-to-wall siting loses out on 
mid band smoothness, and leaves 
upper mid a little exposed. 
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A very straightforward amplifier load, 
with port tuned to 50Hz. 

provides some compensation, but actually adds 
a further £100 - it's all down to traditional 
values, I guess. Even the styling here is classically 
conservative, with cabinet sides which extend in 
front of the driver mounting baffle, so that the 
grille fits flush into a picture frame created by 
subtly radiused edges. 

Rather less obviously apparent than the 
classy veneer (indeed, hidden beneath it) is the 
fact that the box panels are not yer usual 
variation on the wrap-plus-inset-front-and-back 
theme. In order to achieve optimum self­
damping performance, the box is instead built up 
from a carefully-contrived combination of 
chipboard and Finnish birch-ply. This procedure 
makes the cabinetmaking procedures much 
more complex, and the accurate matching and 
mating of different board materials adds 
substantially to the cost. 

For the record, the front panel is 12mm MDF, 
while the sides are 2omm thick, and the inside is 
lined with eggbox foam damping. A tiny and 
carefully-shaped port in the front panel provides 
a measure of loading, the intention here being 
more to control the main driver excursion than 
generate additional low-frequency output. 

The engineering has been painstakingly 
executed, starting with the classy bi-wire 
terminals fitted on the back, which feed through 
special solid-core internal wiring to the cast­
frame driver. The latter is securely bolted into 
place, and drives the classic clear polypropylene 
cone, 122mm in diameter in this instance. The 
tweeter has a small 1gmm soft fabric dome. Build 
quality is exceptional throughout. 

Sound quality 
The listening panel did not warm to the Studio 5 
en masse, at least in part because of the loud­
speaker's own lack of warmth and weight. 
While two of the listening panel rather welcomed 
its dexterity and lightness of touch, the other 
four missed the extra grunt and welly which 

:- .-o:::·. Loudspeakers 

was very much a feature of this group. 
A contributing factor was certainly the 24inch 

Slate Audio stands used in the blind listening on 
this occasion. These are exceptionally neutral, 
and do a fine job of controlling slightly overblown 
bookshelf models like the JBL L2o. But the Studio 
5 needs something rather different to give its 
bottom end a bit of a helping hand, and here 
some 2oinch Foundation Designers provided a 
noticeably better match in sighted comparisons. 

Even so, the sound remains a little thin and 
rather lacking in warmth; and despite clear, 
open and relatively uncoloured voice 
reproduction, there's a lack of dynamic drama 
and drive - which tends to leave music a little 
cold and lacking in excitement. 

Conclusion 
The Studio 5 would appear to slot very neatly 
into the gap between Rogers' S3 and S7 models, 
both of which received Recommendation, but I 
have to admit I found it a little less sonically 
convincing than either of its brethren. I'm not 
exactly sure why, but suspect perhaps that the 
rather thin, dry balance tends to draw attention 
to its lack of mid band drama and punch, which 
the weightier balance of the S7 disguised more 

VERDICT 
0 Good voice reproduction 

and fine overall 
neutrality; classically 
attractive box. 

0 Thln balance could be 
wearing- check room/ 
system compatibility. 

=�=· ***** 

310 Commonside East, 
Mitchom, SurreyCR41HR. 

effectively. That 
said, the Studio 5 
certainly 
maintains the 
Rogers tradition 
for essential 
neutrality, and 
could well prove a 
more attractive 
overall' 
compromise if 
used in a smallish 
room, or maybe a 
system with more 
compatible tonal 
characteristics. 
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SYSTYM 937 

S 
ystym is a new brand in British hi-fi 

speakers, but the vague familiarity 

of the name is no accident, 

this being the first serious foray 

of turntable doyen Systemdek into the 

component at the other end of the hi-fi chain. 

Although the Systym range has already been 

around a year or so, this £6oo 937 is the first to 

find its way into the Choice test programme. it's 

one of four models in toto, yet really sits at the 
top of the three-strong 93-series, sharing drivers 

with the £400 bookshelf format935, but 

obviating the need for a specialist stand by 

extending the cabinetwork down to the floor. 

Rather than adopting the easy way out seen 

elsewhere, by blanking off the bottom section of 

an enclosure and allowing it to be mass-loaded, 

Systym has made the bolder decision to turn the 

LAB REPORT 

Useful bass extension (-12dB at 2oHz in room) combines 

here with decent 88d B sensitivity and an easy and 
undemanding amplifier load, all of which implies a very 
good overall compromise. The down side, however, is 

that the main lower midband octave, 100-2ooHz, is about 
8dB shy. This will give a lean perceived sound balance. 

As the response traces show, the smoothest net 
balance is found when clear of walls, but this leaves the 
upper mid somewhat exposed, whereas close-to·wall 
reinforcement leaves the midbass little exposed. 

Things get altogether better above about 2ooHz, with 
a smooth and essentially flat trace up to 1kHz, followed 
by a gentle and even smoother down tilt with almost 
seamless transition between main driver and tweeter. 

�W&f1fRHJ 
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Balance is decidedly bass light here, or 
you could call it mid forward. 
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Hz 

Wall reinforcement fills the mid bass out 
nicely but still leaves a hole in the upper 
bass/lower midband. 
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Despite decent bass extension 
and sensitivity, the 937 is still an 
easy amplifier load. 

box into a transmission 

line loading for the main 

drive unit. 

Transmission Lines 

aren't that rare - TDL, 

Rega and PMC are three 

notable practitioners -

but they're not all that 

common either. There 

are some similarities to 

the almost ubiquitous 

reflex-parted 

arrangement, but the line 

is actually closer to a 

cross between a tuned 

column and a labyrinth in 

theoretical terms. While 

the line resonance (which 

is at around 35Hz here, I 

assume from the 

impedance trace) is 

used to augment bass 

output and provide some 

low frequency control 

over driver excursion, it 

also provides a long 

damped pathway for 

unwanted midband rear 

radiation to get lost 

down, so it doesn't come 

back as reflected distortion through the 

driver cone or port. 

Presentation is pretty good, thanks in no 

small part to the real-wood veneer wrap, 

although I have to say the full height matt-grey 

front baffle (and back) does look a little dour, for 

all the neat edge and port chamfering, and 

attractive graphics. A two-thirds height black 

grille has a thin wooden frame to present 

minimal acoustic interference. 

The material and engineering content is 

very encouraging for the price, as the substantial 

18kg weight tends to confirm. The enclosure is 

built from good section board - 25mm MDF for 

the baffle, plus 2omm veneered sides, further 

stiffened by the internal partitioning needed to 

create the acoustic line. The whole thing sits 

on a proper little plinth, but no attempt has 

been made to extend the rather short footprint 
significantly, and the spikes look a bit on 
the flimsy side. 

The main driver is pretty classy, too, with a 

decent size magnet and cast frame behind a 

115mm doped-paper cone, all held in place by 

four tight woodscrews. The tweeter has a 25mm 
soft fabric diaphragm, and the bi-wire rear 

sockets have genuine class. 

Sound quality 
The listening tests delivered a pretty average 
overall verdict, the rather forward presentation 

creating a little initial unease, with comments on 

a slightly metallic sheen. But most of this had 

evaporated by the end of the presentation, 

leaving just one dissenter, while the majority had 
grown to appreciate its openness and decent 

Loudspeakers 

timing. One other panelist, interestingly, felt 

that this box worked significantly better at higher 

rather than lower levels. 

The top end is a touch smeary and not as 

sweet as it could be, while the bass has a slightly 

leaden and detached quality, the combination 

leaving the sound a little short of speed, 

tension and dynamic grip. This bass quality is 

not untypical of transmission line operation, its 

compensating strength being found in the 

delicacy and transparency of the mid band here, 

which is where the 937's major strength lies. 

The net result is all very pleasant but could 

be more exciting. 

Conclusion 
I found myself sitting uncomfortably on the fence 

here, uncertain whether the 937 should make it 

onto the Recommended lists. it's not the most 
exciting sound around, but the mid band is a little 

VERDICT 

0 Goodvalue,fine midband 
delicacy from trans­
mission line design. 

0 Some timesmearlimits 
the dynamic grip and 
tension; bass could be 

bit special, and 

the bass at least 

achieves good 

ultimate 

extension without 

the thickening 

effect of mid bass 

boom. That the 

engineering 

content also 

represents good 

value would 

seem sufficient 

reason to tip 

the balance and 

award the flag. 
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TANNOY638 

I 
t's not too difficult to trace the ancestry 

of this generously proportioned 

floorstander back through several 

generations. The very successful 

OC]ooo (issue 78) used a similar driver line-up 

in a traditionally rectangular, extremely well 

stiffened, all-wood enclosure. This f6oo 638 

is essentially the new and current big boy in 

Tannoy's latest cost-effective, vinyl finished 

Profile range. 

it's certainly a big box for the money, and a 
quite subtle and complex one in a number of 

ways too. The Profile shape, for starters, confers 

a number of benefits over the rectangular box. 

Like the hexagon Sixes shape, it too helps avoid 

the parallel faces which focus internal standing 

waves to specific frequencies. Unlike the Sixes, 

however, it also provides a decent depth of 

LAB REPORT 
Not unexpectedly, given the behaviour exhibited by its 
predecessors, this big Tannoy delivered a thoroughly 
impressive all round measured performance. 

Sensitivity registers a handsome 9odB or so and the 
bass is well extended (-BdB at 2oHz in room), but the 
price is inevitably extracted in a decidedly low impedance 
trace through the bass and lower mid band, which will 
make heavy demands on an amp's current capacity. 

Overall balance is well judged. The smoothest bass 
in our room was with the speaker 1-2ft from the wall with 
foam bungs in the ports, but other positions and porting 
work well and are worth trying. The most obvious minus 
is unevenness through the upper mid band/presence, 
6ooHz-3kHz, which is bound to create some coloration. 

Room averaged response ( Spaoe) 

20 50 100 200 500 I k 2k 5k !Ok 20k 
Hz 

Response is a bit lumpy but basically 
well balanced: solid trace has foam plugs 
in ports; dotted ports open. 

Room averaged response (wall mount) 

20 50 100 200 500 lk 2k Sk !Ok 20k 
Hz 

Even with ports plugged, balance is 
rather bass heavy if close to walls. 

�=PYTiff lt¥ so 10o12oo soo lk 2k sk 10k 2ok 

Bass and mid range hover around 
3.30hms, demanding plenty of 
amplifier current in consequence. 

footprint in the interests of 

stability, while the new moulded 

base incorporates a small tray 

which rnay be filled with lead 

shot (not supplied) to improve 

this further. Spikes are supplied, 

but rnuch flimsier affairs than l 
recall from the older all·wood 

floorstanders. 

There are two drivers here, 
both pressed steel with tsomm 

moulded plastic cones, each 

surface-mounted by six 

reasonably tight wood screws. 

The lower of these is just a bass 

unit, while the upper one is a 

variation on Tannoy's famous 

dual-concentric theme, whereby 

a horn-loaded tweeter is 

mounted immediately behind 

the bass/mid driver motor 

assembly, firing its output eo­

axially through the middle of the 

main cone, which itself forms 

part of the horn flare. it's an 

arrangement which has both 

advantages and disadvantages, 

the former including the 

reduction of adjacent driver 

interference through the 

crossover region. 

The enclosure consists of 

plastic moulded base and top connected by a 

wrap of 19mm vinyl wood print chipboard, and 
also a vertical internal brace which is coupled to 

the back of the driver magnets via a chunk of 

lossy gunk. 

The drivers themselves are mounted towards 

the top of the enclosure, probably a good thing 

on balance, but a glance at the rear shows two 
ports - one quite high up, the other low down. 

The bass loading turns out to be a quite complex 
affair, thanks to an internally parted partition 
placed just below the lower driver. What this 

means is that both drivers are loaded by the 

same upper chamber, which is port-loaded both 

at the rear and into the lower chamber, while the 

lower chamber is in turn parted to the outside 

world. Given that foam plugs are also supplied 
for blocking the external ports to taste, it would 
take a pretty sophisticated computer programme 

to pick all the bones out of that configuration, 
and I'm not even going to try. 

Sound quality 
The 638 did pretty well on the listening tests 

overall, with general approval for its particular 

blend of qualities, albeit with a smattering of 

criticism too, and at least one voice of dissent. 

The bass weight and power brought its fair 

share of approval, and the timing seems 
pretty good too, but the sound does tend to 
get a bit too heavy at times, and somehow 

lacks the definition and crispness of smaller 
and more agile models. At least two panelists 

found the treble a trifle wearing too, one 

On tt�s t : Loudspeakers 

perceptively noting its horn-like qualities. 

The mid band has decent bite and focus to 

keep blandness at bay, but some time smear is 

nonetheless evident, even if it is reasonably well 

disguised here. The cabinet construction seems 

to do a good job of avoiding the boxiness that is 

a major enemy of large loudspeakers generally, 
but the sound as a whole seems somehow 

reluctant to take off, staying resolutely 

earthbound whatever the combination of foam 

plugs or not, while the bass has an incipient 

. tendency to drone on. 

Conclusion 
That this is a good all rounder which offers a lot 

of physical speaker for the money is undeniable. 

All the signs seem to point towards 
Recommendation, but I find myself reluctant to 

VERDICT 
0 Lots of speaker for the 

money; good all-round 
performer. 

0 Lacks a bit of get-up­
and-go on rock material; 
needs to be partnered 
with a good amp. 

I *** ** 
=�.�� .�,.�,.�. ***** 
,....-..l..l.l..L!lL.:II £600 

add the formal 
endorsement 
because it 

somehow seems 

to lack the gusto 

and sheer 

bottom end 

drive of earlier 

all-wood Tannoy 

floorstanders. 
it's certainly 
worth checking 
out, but not 

the most 

enthusiastic 

rocker around. 
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LOUDSPEAKERS 

Conclusions, best buys and recommendations 

T
his conclusion is arguably more 

interesting than the individual 

reviews themselves, since it brings 

together the various findings of our tests, 

contrasts the approaches taken by each 

manufacturer, and elucidates 

perspectives which are only possible 

through comparative analysis. 

Our group of ten speakers comprises 

eight floorstanders and two bookshelf­

size, stand-mount models. The former are 

certainly fashionable right now, but don't 

necessarily offer a performance advantage 

over the bookshelf size or shape. The old 

adage about swings and roundabouts 

applies here, since any individual 

speaker's specific characteristics are 

more important than its basic physical 

configuration. Floorstanders do possess 

MODEL 

SIZE (HxWxD, MM) 

WEIGHT (KGj 

RECOMMENDED AMP POWER (W/CH) 

RECOMMENDED PLACEMENT 

IN ROOM AV, RESP. LIMITS 50Hz-10KHZ 

IN ROOM/SPACE LF ROLLOFF (-6oB REF MID) 

IN ROOM/WALL l F ROLLOFF (:§oB REF M� 

IN ROOM OUTPUT AT 20Hz (REF MIDBAND) 

EST MIDRANGE SENSITIVITY (REF 2..83V, 1M) 

IMPEDANCE CHARACTERISTIC (EASE OF DRIVE) 

TYPICAL PRICE PER PAIR (INC VAT) 
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more visual coherency, and should be 

more predictable in use - but of course 

the option to juggle with different types 

of stand makes the bookshelf model that 

much more amenable to aural fine­

tuning in your listening room. 

Half of our speaker candidates benefit 

from real-wood veneers, albeit of different 

levels of quality- connoisseurs should 

check out the KAR and Rogers models in 

particular. Both designs of American 

origin UBL and Polk) appear to have 

synthetic surfaces despite their highish 

prices, but these particular finishes do 

look much smarter than the standard 

black-wood print vinyl that's so popular. 

More than half our group use cast­

frame drivers (two in Mordaunt-Short's 

case) and most of these are securely 

I 
n the £soo to £8oo price-range, no 

fewer than fifteen Recommended mod­

els are currently listed in our directory. 

However, I suspect the availability of 

some longer-standing entries may well 

have become rather limited. 

The key floorstanders, all of which are 

certainly going strong, include the Castle 

Chester (£6so), Mission 753 (£700), Ruark 

Talisman 11 (£700) and TDL Studio 1 (£699). 

Large and bookshelf-size stand-mounts 

include the Audio Note AN-J/8 (£8oo), 

Cabasse Bisquine (£6oo), Epos ES14 

(£595), Heybrook Quartet (£sss), JRT AD1 

(£soo), Kenwood LSsooG (£soo). 

And a cluster of upmarket miniatures 

includes the Jordan ]H4oo (£590), Monitor 
Audio Studio 6 (£Boo), NVA Cube 1 (£720), 

Neat Petite (£525) and Spendor S2o (£579). 

Left: The latest version of the Castle 
Chester with off-set tweeter and plinth. 

mounted using fine-pitch bolts and 

T-nuts. It must be said that standards of 

engineering and finish were pretty 

impressive throughout the group. and 

that you usually get considerably more 

than just a bigger box when opting for 

one of these more expensive models. 

The sensitivity ratings vary by rather 

less than I would have expected, from the 

86dB of the Mordaunt-Short to the 90dB 

of the Polk and Tannoy. Take the imped­

ance into account and the differences 

become even smaller; in fact, the Linn is 

probably the toughest speaker from the 

amplifier's point of view, though this is a 

natural consequence of exceptional bass 

extension from a very compact enclosure. 

The Linn's bass strength is one yard­

stick compared to which most others fall 

short. Half of our group offer precious 

little bass below 50Hz, while several of 

those that do go right down, only manage 

this with accompanying over-enthusiastic 

midbass output. Does this matter? For 

me, in my room and system, yes; but I 

suspect that it may be of much less 

importance in small rooms. 

When it comes to the midband the 

situation is very different. The Linn Keilidh 

gives way to a number of alternatives on 

test here, in addition to such established 

models as the Castle Chester, Epos ES14 and 

Rega ELA. The listening panel, meanwhile, 

would probably be on the look-out for a 

second-hand pair of Spendor BCls (see 

'The Listening Day')! 

The latter factors, combined with many 

others, all play a part in building up the 

performance profile of any loudspeaker. 

To my knowledge, no speaker does every­

thing well, which is why this particular 

group turned out to be trickier than most 

- and why we advise readers to tty and 

)AMO 477 JBL L2.0l KAR VOLANTE LIN N KEILIDH MISSION 752 

810x190x290 440x260x280 880x210x270 830x200x275 900x200x250 

11 11 13 20 (INC PLINTH) 15 

15-120 20-120 10-100 20-120 10-100 

CLEAR OF WALLS CLEAR 0 F WALLS 1-2FT FROM WALL CLEAR OF WALLS 1FT FROM WALL 

±8DB ±7DB +SoB +4DB +SoB 

40Hz 30Hz 45Hz 22Hz 45Hz 

40Hz 30Hz 40Hz 22Hz 45Hz 

BELOW -1708 BELOW -15DB BELOW -16oB -7DB BELOW -17DB 

89DB/W 87oB/W 88oB/W 87oB/W 89oB/W 

QUITE DEMANDING QUITE DEMANDING VERY GOOD CURRENT HUNGRY QUITE GOOD 

£500 £800 £600 £595 (PLINTH £125) £500 



exercise their own judgement when 

buying a speaker, ideally in the context 

of their own roonts and systems. 

Our review measurement programme 

concentrates on trying to define the 

balance of the speakers. The frequency 

balance (i.e. whether the speaker's output 

is biased in favour of highs, mids, lows, or 

any combination of the above) is the first 

and most obvious thing you notice when 

a system is switched on, and our endless 

hours of blind listening tests have demon­

strated a vety close correlation between 

what we measure in the room and what 

we hear in the listening tests. Indeed, the 

correlation is so close that it's all too 

tempting to assume balance is the single 

most important criterion. 

One curious coincidence punctures any 

such simplistic complacency. Compare 

the Jamo and JBL free-space room-aver­

aged curves and you'll notice that they 

bear an almost uncanny similarity (cut 

them out and hold them up to the light if 

you want to check!) Yet the two speakers 

concerned could hardly have sounded 

more different on audition, falling at 

opposite ends of the sound quality scale 

in my hands-on sessions. 

It's true that the Jamo traces look 

significantly more ragged prior to the 

averaging process. which is a clue I'll have 

to investigate further, but the observation 

nevertheless highlights one of the para­

doxes of speaker reviewing. By the same 

token, the KAR Volanre was the least well 

balanced of our group, yet arguably the 

most fun to listen to. 

Balance is important, though. as the 

performance of the Polk convincingly 

illustrates. But I've been revising down­

wards my estimate of balance's true 

importance in the musical·scheme of 

MQRQAUNT - SHORT MS50 J'()LK LSSO 

900x200x250 840x230-270x300 

21 18 ___ 

20-150 10-150 

P
icking the 'winners' proved particu­

larly difficult here. At one stage I 

would have been quite happy to 

flag all bar one, or none for that matter, 

since no absolute stonkers came roaring 

through the test programme unscathed. 

However, in the final analysis I've picked 

out five from the nine new models, and 

happily confirm the Keilidh's continuing 

endorsement at the 

same time. 

The new Mission 

752 sets a very 

impressive £soo 

benchmark, with 

superb styling, 

clever veneer-work, 

fine engineering 

and build quality 

taking it close to 

Best Buy status. 

The sound quality 

is fully competitive 

too - a definite 

rival for the 753, if 

rather different in 

overall flavour. 

Two £6oo models 

from rather smaller 

British specialists 

also feature real­

wood veneer, fine 

build and quality 

engineering. The KAR 

Volante is the prettier, if 

sonically the more controversial; but to my 

things. and now I guess it's worth only 

twenty or thirty percent of a speaker's 

total performance. This speaker reviewing 

game gets progressively more difficult as 

the years pass: the more you learn, the 

less you know (as the late Spencer 

Hughes. Spendor's founder. told me with 

a twinkle in his eye twenty years ago). 

The listening day 
As the listening tool< place. the listening 

panel reckoned they were hearing clear 

differences between speakers without dif­

ficulty. Come the final denouement, how-

!i()GEBS �IIl_DIQ� 5YSTYM 937 TANNOY 638 

ears it was also the most fun in the group. 

The more neutral Systym 937 (pictured 

here) uses its floor-standing enclosure to 

fine effect, loading the main driver with a 

transmission line and thus achieving much 

greater bass extension than the other two­

driver models managed to pump out. 

The Linn Keilidh may have gone up to 

£595 since our test two years back (£620 

with its optional ceramic plinth), but 

reacquaintance with its 

punchy, solid sound 

amply confirms this 

as one of the very 

best compact floors­

tanders around. 

At £8oo, Polk's 

LSso is no great 

bargain, but it does 

deliver an excep­

tionally good overall 

balance alongside 

fine loudness 

capability, all from a 

stylish and compact 

enclosure. 

The £8oo JBL 

Lzo} is also pricey, 

especially as a pair 

of classy stands 

(Slate Audio, for 

example) is needed 

to keep the bass under 

control. But this stylish 

compact is a real rock'n'roller, which is what 

has made JBL's reputation over the years. 

ever, there was also the feeling that none 

of the speakers had been particularly 

outstanding. Most had shown one or 

more strengths, but had also fallen short 

in different areas. One panelist suggested 

I might dig out a twenty-year-old pair of 

Spendor BC1s, "to see what the midrange 

ought to sound like". I did so, and we 

heard exactly that. 

To be fair, a new BC1 would certainly 

cost more than a grand today, but this 

still emphasises the point that although 

there are plenty of good performers 

amongst our mid-price contenders. there 

is still no single, obvious, 

outright winner. Personal 

taste and tolerances, plus 

system and room matching, 

should all play a part. 

440x245x245 930x225x250 940x160-22_0_2t2_LO __ 
Equipment used was 

8 18 '-----�16-__ ______ _ 

the usual collection of Mana-

15-100 15-100 10-150 

CLEAR OF WALLS CLEAR OF WALLS 1-2FT FROM WALL 1FT FROM WALL ----�� �� � � �---- �� ���� �-- � � � � � �--�1:2FT FROMWALL 

±SoB ±6oB ±4DB +SoB ±6oB 

22Hz 25Hz 40Hz 28Hz - ��----- ���---- �� �------
25H� z�------

24Hz 25Hz 40Hz 25Hz --- � �----- 25Hz 

-BoB -10oB BELOW -16oB -12oB -SoB 

86oB/W __ 90oB/_W 88oB/W 88o8/W 90oB L _.,W.___ ___ _ 

VERY GOOD __ QUITE DEMANDING VERY GOOD VERY GOOD CURRENT HUNGRY 

£530 (PLINTH £40) £800 _£700_ £600 -- � ��----�£600 

supported Naim and Linn 

components. Thanks are due 

to panelists Russell Kauffman 

(More!), Robin Marshal! 

(Mission), David Inman (van 

den Hul UK). Daniel 

Messenger (my teenage son), 

and Jason Kennedy (the King 

of test operators - Dep Ed). 
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�EFE�ENCE 
PeiNT 

YOUR REFERENCE POINT FOR THE BEST HI-FI 

Reference Point is a sound partnership between Pioneer and a nationwide network of 

specialist hi-fi dealers, selected because they're the most reputable independent experts. 

When buying Hi-Fi there is only one point to consider ... Reference Point. 

AVON 
Paul Roberls, Bristol 0272 429370 
Paul Roberls, Bristol 0272 250760 
Paul Roberls, 
Weston-Super-Mare 0934 620500 
Radlord Hi-Fi, Bristol 0272 428248 

BEDFORDSHIRE 
B & B Hi-Fi, Luton 0582 459915 
Richards Audio Visual, 
Bedford 0234 365165 

BERKSHIRE 
B & B Hi-Fi, Bracknell 0344 424556 
B & B Hi-Fi, Maidenhead 0628 73420 
B & B Hi-Fi, Newbury 0635 32474 
B & B Hi-Fi, Reading 0734 583730 
Frasers Hi-Fi & Video, 
Slough 0753 520244 
Opus Vision & Sound, 
Wokingham 0734 794998 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 
B & B Hi-Fi, High Wycombe 0494 535910 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE 
Cambridge Hi-Fi, Cambridge 0223 67773 

CHESHIRE 
Hamlets Audio Visual, 
Stockport 

CORNWALL 

061-476 3500 

ETS Electricentres, 
ETS Electricentres, 
Penzance 

Helston 0326 573285 

H.B.H. Woolacotts, 
ETS Electricentres, 

0736 64274 
Bude 0288 352269 
Truro 0872 79809 

CUMBRIA 
Practical Hi-Fi, 

DERBYSHIRE 

Carlisle 0228 44792 

Roy Smith Electrical, 
Chesterfield 0246 234953 
Stuart Westmoreland, Derby 0332 367546 
FL Smith Electrical, 
Chesterfield 0246 823167 

DEVON 
Bernard Smith, Barnstaple 0271 43503 
Radford Hi-Fi, Exeter 0392 218895 
Radlord Hi-Fi, Plymouth 0752 226011 
Upton Electronics, Paignton 0803 551329 

DORSET 
Movement Audio, 
Bournemouth 

Movement Audio, 

ESSEX 

0202 529988 

I 0202 730865 Poote 0202 721983 

Chew & Dsborne, Epping 0992 57 4242 
Chew & Osborne, 
Saffron Walden 0799 523728 

10702 461634 
\0702 600130 

Classic Sound & Vision, 
Southend-on-Sea 
Hi-Spek Electronics, 
Brenlwood 0277 226303 

Colchester 0206 767428 
Maldon 0621 853148 

Peter Foulkes, 
Peter Foulkes, 

Waters & Stanton, Hockley 10702 206835 
0702 204965 

Waters & Stanton, 
Hornchurch 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE 

0708 444765 

Hutchinsons, 
Cheltenham 
Robbs, 

0242 573012 
Gloucester 0452 419777 

GREATER MANCHESTER 
Bill Hutchinson, 
Manchester 061-839 8800 

HAMPSHIRE 
Crislavision, 
Now That's Hi-Fi, 
Portsmouth 
Sinclair Youngs, 
Basingstoke 

Fareham 0329 288660 

0705 811230 
1 o2s6 28623 
\ 0256 21307 

Southampton Hi-Fi Centre, 
Southampton 0703 228434 

HERTFORDSHIRE 
Chew & Osborne, 
Bishops Stortford 
Oavid Orlon Lld, 
RadioLux, 
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi 

HUMBERSIDE 
Superfi, 

ISLE OF WIGHT 
Russells, 

KENT 

0279 656401 
Hitchin 0462 452248 

Watford 0923 229734 
Watford 0923 213533 

Hull 0482 24051 

Newport 0983 523864 

081-304 3272 
Kimberley Hi-Fi, 
Bexley Heath 
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi 
Sevenoaks 
Tunbridge Wells 
V.J. Hi Fi, 

0732 459555 
0892 531543 

Folkstone 0303 256860 

LANCASHIRE 
Kenneth Gardner, Lancaster 0524 64328 
Norman Audio, Blackpool 0253 295661 
Norman Audio, Preston 1°772 253057 

\0772 555769 
P & A Audio Video, 
Ormskirk 
Practical Hi-Fi Warrington 
Romers Hi-Fi, Btackburn 

0695 573456 
0925 632179 
0254 887799 

LEICESTERSHIRE 
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi Leicester 0533 557518 

LINCOLNSHIRE 
Superti, Lincoln 0522 520265 

LONDON 
Brians Hi-Fi, 
Hi Spek Electronics, 

Hi-Way Hi-Fi, 

Kamla Electronics, 
Myers Audio, 
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi 
Spatial Audio, 
Stereo Regent Street, 
Superfi, 

W1 071-631 1109 
N3 081-349 1166 

W2I071-402 2441 
\071 723 5251 

W1 071-323 2747 
E17 081-520 7277 

SW1 0 071 352 9466 
W1 071-637 8702 
W1 071-287 2458 

NW1 071-388 1300 

MERSEYSIDE 
Beaver Hi-Fi, Liverpool 051-709 9898 
P & A Audio Video, Crosby 051-931-3695 

MIDDLESEX 
Musical images, Edgeware 081-952 5535 

1081-569 5802 
Musical images, Hounslow 081_570 7512 

NORFOLK 
Adcock & Sons, 
Martins Hi-Fi, 
Martins HI-Fi, 

Watton 0953 881248 
Kings Lynn 0553 761683 

Norwich 0603 627010 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
H.G. Rapkin, 
Northampton 

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 

0604 37515 

Forum Hi-Fi, Nottingham 0602 622150 
Superfi, Nottingham 0602 412137 

OXFORDSHIRE 
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi 
Oxlord 
Witney Audio Centre, 
Witney 

SHROPSHIRE 
Shropshire Hi-Fi, 
Shrewsbury 

0865 241773 

0993 702414 

I 07 43 232065 
0743 232317 

W. Owen, Tellord 0952 613818 

SOMERSET 
Paul Roberls, Taunton 0823 270000 

STAFFORDSHIRE 
Purkiss Hi-Fi, Hanley 0782 26501 0 

SUFFOLK 
Peter Watts, 
Bury St Edmunds 
System Sound, 
Sudbury 

0284 703045 

0787 372348 

081-653 365 7 
/2261 

0932 854522 
/851753 

SURREY 
Audiolite, 
Thornton Heath 
Cosmic. 
Addlestone 
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi Guildford 0483 36666 
Tru-Fi, 

Tru-Fi, 

Leatherhead 0372 378780 
Redhill I 0737 766128 

\ 0737 767404 
Tru-Fi, Camberley 0276 686414 
Weybridge Audio, 
Weybridge 0932 851121 

SUSSEX EAST 
Smythe & Barrie, 
Eastbourne 
Sunderland Electronics, 
Brighton 

SUSSEX WEST 
Cristavision, 
Chichester 
Sunderland Electronics, 
Worthing 

0323 729192 

0273 774113 

0243 775444/5 

0903 201187 

TYNE & WEAR 
Bill Hutchinson, 
Newcaslle-upon-Tyne 

WEST MIDLANDS 

091-230 3600 

Coventry Hi-Fi, Coventry 0203 440529 
Cleartone, 
Birmingham 021-633 4944 
Frank Harvey, Coventry 0203 525200 
Superli, Birmingham 021-631 2675 
Universal Electronics, 
Wolverhampton 0902 237 41 
W.M.E.C., Rowley Regis 021-559 1412 

WILTSHIRE 
P R  Sounds, 
P R  Sounds, 

Melksham 0225 708045 
Trowbridge 0225 777799 

YORKSHIRE NORTH 
Maxwells, Northallerton 0609 773535 
Vickers Hi-Fi, York 0904 629659 

YORKSHIRE SOUTH 
Superfi, Sheffield 0742 723768 

YORKSHIRE WEST 
Amrik Electronics, Bradford 0274 722530 
Amrik Electronics, Leeds 0532 752285 
Bill Hutchinson, Leeds 0532 427777 

I 0977 553066 
Eric Wiley, Castleford 0977 556774 
Superfi, Leeds 0532 449075 

NORTHERN IRELAND 

CO. ANTRIM 
Nicholl Bros, 

CO. DOWN 

Ballymena 0266 49616 

LRG Sound & Vision, Bellast 0232 732452 
0232 451381 

SCOTLAND 

GRAMPIAN 

Hot burn Hi·Fi, 

MID LOTHIAN 

Aberdeen I 0224 585713 
\ 0224 572729 

Bill Hutchinson, Edinburgh 031-667 2877 

STRATHCLYDE 
Bill Hutchinson, Glasgow 041-248 2857 

TAYSIDE 
Robert Ritchie, Montrose 0674 73765 

WALES 

GLAMORGAN 
Quinns Audio Visual Systems, 
Swansea 0792 773644 

GWENT 
Hi-Fi Western, Newport 0633 262790 

@PIONEER 
The Art of Entertainment 



NOW SHOWING 

AT A DEALER 

NEAR YOU 

CT-54305 "Taking price into account, performance 

is first class ... this is one of the best-value Pioneer 

models for a considerable time. With metal tape 

and Dolby S, the deck is impressively dynamic and 

detailed." 

HI Fl CHOICE NOVEMBER 1994 

A-400X "Pioneer's A-400X is a highly consistent 

performer ... easy going but utterly captivating. The 

A-400X deserves a Best Buy all of its own. lt simply 

kicks ass." 

HI-FI CHOICE APRIL 1994 



L 
ast month we revealed a shining 

new star among the constellation 

of £200·£300 CD players; next 

month, we'll discover what's hot and 

what's not in a similarly competitive 

group of sub-£200 machines. But while so 

many affordable CD players prove a huge 

embarrassment to their high-cost cousins, 

the same cannot be said of the next link 

in the hi·fi chain: amplifiers. 

In marked contrast with their digital 

cousins, the crucial components of an 
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ON TEST 

• 

I ers 

amplifier cannot be condensed onto ever 

smaller and cheaper integrated circuits. 

Amplifiers will always demand expensive 

components such as chunky power 

supplies and robust power transistors, 

enabling them to wrestle with their 

unpredictable foe, the loudspeaker. 

Forget the old front-end first theory. To 

get the best from the latest £200·£300 CD 

players you could spend a small fortune 

on a partnering amp. A small fortune that 

starts with this clutch of £300-£400 

integrated models- a mix of bells and 

whistles and unashamed minimalism. 

Where audiophile pretensions are 

high on the agenda you shouldn't expect 

anything more than simple balance, bass 

and treble tone controls, A/B speaker 

switching, independent record selection 

and a source-direct facility to bypass the 

lot. In some instances MM/MC phono 

stages are being trimmed down or 

abandoned altogether, reflecting the 

diminished importance of vinyl. 



How the listening tests 
were done 

Variety and objec­
tivity are the keys 
to the reliability of 
our comprehensive 
listening tests. 
Variety comes in 
our choice of music 
which extends from 

pop, rock and jazz through to classical, 
female vocal and folk - an extensive 
battery of software chosen by our listeners 
at the beginning of each session. 

Objectivity is maintained by the use of 
a consistent and familiar hi-fi system that 
allows the cross-correlation of results from 
one test to another. The fabulous Sony 
CDP-715E CD player was retained from issue 
137, joining Pink Triangle's faithful PT /TOO 
(LP) and Audio Note's AN/Ell speakers. 

The use of precisely matched listening 
levels across both CD and vinyl sources and 
from one amplifier to another also ensures 
that every amp is auditioned on a level 
playing field. Thanks must go to Tom 
Barron (Gamepath), lames Lane (Marantz), 
Guy Sargeant (Audio Components Ltd), 
Alan Sircom (Hi-Fi Choice) and Andy Whittle 
(Rogers), whose ears regularly grace our 
blind listening panel. 

Alternatively, there are amps that 

continue to make a feature of features. 

renouncing minimalism in favour of 

remote control operation and logic­

controlled input switching. 

Either way, for an amplifier to be 

Recommended it must achieve a given 

standard of quality within the £300-£400 

band, a benchmark that is judged to be 

above average for the price. By contrast a 

Best Buy is something very special indeed, 

a reliable, compatible and supreme 

performer that represents astonishing 

value. Many amplifiers are conceived 

with a Best Buy ticket in mind, but very 

few realise its glory! 

On 1 r",t. Amplifiers 

Making the most of the test results 

M 
ost hi-fi buffs are interested in 
the macho areas of performance 
like power output, headroom and 

maximum current, so it's as well to know 
that all three parameters are quoted to a 
fixed limit of just one per cent .distortion. 
However, more power 
does not necessarily 
mean more quality. 

Instead, if you 
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others and this is where the 3D Ultrasonic 
Distortion plot comes in handy. 

The Reference Plot (Figure 1) includes a 
continuous tone at 2okHz (the dark vertical 
line), a sweep from o-2okHz (the diagonal) 
and another stretching from oHz-sokHz-oHz 

want an amp to drive 
difficult or multiple 
speaker combinations, 
then seek out a high­
current device that 
gets close to doubling 
its power output 
between 8 and 40hm 
loads. Unfortunately, 
any amplifier with 

!'. t · ·!!f;��� �- -� 

' ' ' .. . ·-,-, ,' 
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(the > shape). This 
combination of signals 
taxes the amplifier in a 
more realistic fashion 
than traditional single­
frequency distortion 
tests. As with real 
music, both harmonic 
and intermodulation 
distortions occur 
simultaneously. 0 

1111\11111111-!iHICillll�'liHtOI�II!IIIII ll!l!.'li!l. 

Our example plot, 
(for the Marantz 
PM-54SE, Figure 2), 
shows straightforward 
harmonic distortions 
represented by a 
diagonal track running 
.from o-4okHz and by 
vertical tracks located 
at 4okHz and 6okHz. 
These are 2nd 
harmonics of the 
original o-2okHz 
sweep and 2nd/3rd 
harmonics of the 
2okHz tone 
respectively. By 
contrast the 
intermodulation 

an appropriately stiff 
power supply will, 
perversely, also have a 
limited dynamic head­
room. This latter figure 
gives us some idea of 
the maximum short­
term power available 
under dynamic music 
conditions. 

Understanding the 
3D Ultrasonic 
Distortion Plot: 

distortions, visible as 
V-shaped patterns, 
are caused by one 

lt would be convenient 
for us to believe that 
very low distortion 
necessarily goes hand­
in-hand with very high 
sound quality but, 
unfortunately, that 

€) signal (the 2okHz L-�::::::�::::::::::::::::::�-�:..1 
tone) modulating or 

isn't the case. In practice what counts is not 
the THD (Total Harmonic Distortion) but how 
its composition varies with the changing 
power output of the amplifier. So long as 
distortion rises and falls in sympathy with 
the music, most listeners quickly become 
accustomed to its presence. Naturally some 
types of distortion are more tolerable than 

beating with another (the o-2okHz sweep) 
and are often more distracting than 
simple harmonics. 

Understanding the RF IMD plot: 

What's in a Watt? 

This busy nest of distortion is further 
complicated by electrical noise leaking-in 
from central heating systems, dimmer 
switches, fluorescent lights, CD players and 
all manner of electrical appliances. This is 
called Radio Frequency (RF) noise and, once 
inside an amplifier, will often mask subtle 
detail by disrupting the natural background 
of hiss. Even if background noise seems 
inaudible, RF interference can still make 
music sound fatiguingly hard or gritty. 

First things first. Do not worry too much 
about matching the nominal output of 
an amplifier to the power rating of your 
speakers. If the boxes have soW slapped on 
the back this does not prohibit the use of a 
30W or even a 100W amplifier. Similarly, a 
10 or 2oW difference between two nominal 
10oW amplifiers isn't going to exert much 
subjective influence. 

For example, an increase in loudness of 
just 3dB is only achieved by doubling the 
output of the amp from, say, soW to 10oW 
or from 10oW to 2ooW. Then again 3dB is 
rather less than the difference in sensitivity 
between competing speakers these days. 

More power doesn't always mean more 
quality but it's still easier to damage your 

speakers by pushing an under-powered 
amp too hard than blasting out the 
occasional clean peak from a monster amp. 

So what's all this fuss about maximum 
current? Well, current comes into the equa­
tion because a certain number of amps (or 
milliamps) are required to maintain the volt­
age across the speaker load, and the lower 
the load (or impedance) the more current is 
demanded for any given voltage level. 

Combine demanding music with low 
impedance speakers and your amp's current 
reserves may suddenly run dry. Distortion 
shoots momentarily through the roof, stunt­
ing dynamic impact and possibly damaging 
the speakers en route. If this sounds like 
you, then look for amps with amperes. 

The magnitude of this effect shows up 
as raised areas on the 3D RF IMD plot. Our 
example (Denon's PMA-Jso/1, Figure 3, from 
issue 134) draws attention to the amplifier's 
sensitivity to RF noise from 8o-38oMHz. If 
the amp is exposed to electrical interference 
within this 30oMHz range it's unlikely to 
storm through with flying colours. 

Sadly, no-one can ensure that his or her 
electrical environment is entirely clean of 
such interference. Fortunately, by referring 
to the RF plots, we can now determine 
which amps are most susceptible. 
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LONDON VISITORS­

GUIDE 1994 

Grahams Hi-Fi 
... Grahams is the best place to buy quality hi-fi equipment in 

London (ie £500 plus for a system). The prices are the same as 

anywhere else, but the quality of service is superior. 

Delivery and installation (free for systems). Demonstration facilities. 

Record-cleaning service. Repair and testing service. 

Wheelchair access. 

"One of the five 
best Hi-Fi shops in 

the world" 
Hear the difference. (but not the most expensive!) 

GRAHA ms HI·FI 

Grahams Hi-Fi Ltd. Canonbury Yard 

190a New North Road London N 1 7BS 

Tel: 0171-226 5500 Fax: 0171-359 7620 

Recitat 
I< RAFT 

A C O U S T I C  ENERGY • A V ALON • 8 & W • D EN ON 

GRUNDI G T V  • L INN H I-FI • LINN KNEK T • MARK 

LEVINSON • MARTIN LOGAN • NAKAMICHI • PROCEED 

QE D • S E N N H EI SER ORPHEUS • S O N Y  TV 

HIFI FROM £800- £50,000 

Home Theatre & Multi Room • Design & Consultation 

1 MONTPELIER STREET KNIGHTSBRIDGE LONDON SW7 1 EX 
TELEPHONE 071 581 8877 FACSIMILE 071 581 9292 

FOUR SYSTEMS TO STIR THE EMOTIONS 

CD PLAYER NAD 502 

AMPLIFiER A.I. ALTO (C) 

SPEAKERS HEYBROOK QUARTETS 

CD PLAYERS MUSICAL FIDELITY E600 

AMPLIFIER DENSEN DMIO 

SPEAKERS RUARK PALADIN 

CD TRA S MICROMEGA DUO CD3.1 

CD DAC MICROMEGA DUO BS 

PRE AMP L MLEY LVI 

PWR AMP LUMLEY ST70 

SPEAKERS LUMLEY LM2 

CD TRANS ADT DRIVE I 
CD DAC SONIC FRONTIERS SFD2 

PRE AMP TRILOGY 918 

PWR AMP BOULDER I 02M 

SPEAKERS AUDIOPHYSIC TEMPO 

TELEPHONE REX ON: 071-731 0340 

10 TIL 6, MONDAY TO SATURDAY 

289 NEW KINGS ROAD, 

FULHAM, LONDON SW6 4RE 

£229.95 

£379.00 

£555.00 

£599.00 

£1299.00 

£1099.00 

£1349.00 

£599.00 

£1000.00 

£1950.00 

£2500.00 

£3500.00 

£4695.00 

£2775.00 

£2995.00 

£1995.00 



AUDIO INNOVATIONS ALTO 

A 
udio Innovations, purveyor of 

high quality but decidedly under­

powered valve amplifiers, has 

finally bitten the solid-state bullet and 

launched a transistorised relative, known as 

the Alto_ A glance at its enigmatic, diecast 

facia only hints at the anachronistic circuitry 

that lies within_ For the Alto is as close to a 

'solid-state valve amplifier' as Audio 

Innovations could get. 

Back in hi-fi's Dark Ages, complementary 

transistors were but a pipe dream, so 

designers were forced to use multiple-NPN 

devices (rather than matched NPN/PNP 

transistor pairs) to increase the output of their 

amps. And Audio Innovations, along with the 

likes of Mission and Arcam (issues 129, 130), 
has resurrected the trend. 

Here a phase-inversion circuit feeds one 

half of this so-called push-pull or quasi­

complementary stage, just as a phase-splitter 

is employed in a traditional valve power amp. 

However, in an effort to take itself further off 

the beaten track, Audio Innovations also 

employs a single-rail rather than conventional 

dual-rail power supply. 

As a consequence its output is decoupled 

with a large electrolytic capacitor to stop the 

DC offset frazzling your speakers. Features? 

Just volume and separate play and record 

selectors - rather like the Pioneer A-4ooX. 

Sound quality 
If you are using large or floorstanding 

loudspeakers, like the Audio Note Es used in 

our tests, then you'll detect a shortfall in very 

deep bass from the Alto. This is a very subtle 

tailoring that has remarkably little influence 

over the Alto's commanding sense of rhythm, 

drive and substance. 

k.d. lang sounded very busy yet 

unruffled as the Alto proceeded to reveal the 

over-dubbing of her own voice, providing a 

harmony alongside an accompaniment of 

violins and steel guitar. 

The amplifier also successfully 

LAB REPORT 

An unusual topology gives an unusual set of results. 

The Alto's bass cut is determined by the value of its 

(22oo�F) output decoupling capacitor and the effect of 

feedback applied to an earlier line stage. The result is a 

-3dB point of 2oHz rather than the calculated 9Hz. 

However, this cannot fully explain the subjective loss 

of bass reported by our panel. it's the combination of a 

reduced bass output with a complementary increase in 

output impedance (o.4ohm above 1ooHz but greater 
than tohm below 2oHz) that does the trick. 

The high-order intermodulation distortions, creeping 

load-dependent THD and low reserve of current also 

stands comparison with Audio Innovations' valve amps 

(see issue u6). Sensitive, easy-going speakers and 

short, low-inductance cables are essential to ensure 

that existing tonal irregularities are not exaggerated. 

Unusual 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th-order IM 
distortions bubble-up in the audio band. 

l1tl L'q Amplifiers 

disentangled the pair of violins that mark the 

introduction of the 4th movement of Handel's 

Concerti Grossi. 
Competing amplifiers would tend to 

suggest one violin was simply a vague echo 

of the other even if the very best of them also 
exerted a greater sense of weight and 

momentum with such material. 

Instead, and by hedging all its bets with 

an exceptionally lucid mid and treble, the 

Alto succeeds in projecting a marvellous 

sense of space, air and delicacy. it's an 

amplifier that creates tension by inflection 

rather than outright power. 

Conclusion 
This charismatic new amplifier from Audio 

Innovations is not especially coloured but 

still creates a tremendously expressive and 

expansive picture without oodles of weighty 

bass. Our listeners were utterly charmed by 

the Alto's unforced and thoroughly natural 

presentation and were perfectly content to 

award it a Best Buy swingtag. 

Without wishing to diminish their 

enthusiasm I must, however, sound a small 

note of caution, for the Alto is neither the 

most load-tolerant nor compatible amplifier 

to earn our top accolade. 

Sure enough, this Audio Innovations has 
the potential to out-perform almost anything 

VERDICT 
Natural-sounding amp 
that brings realistic 
colour to percussion. 
Bass shy; limited output 
means it's best suited to 
sensitive speakers. 

;:::· ***** 
[81 Audio Components Ltd, 

A/bony Court, A/bony 

Road, Granby Industrial 

Estate, Weymouth, 

DarsetDT49TH 

(0305) 761017 

that you care to 

name in the 

£300-£400 

category but I 

would strongly 

advise you to 

steer clear of 

loudspeakers 

that are either 

insensitive or 

present a low or 

moderately­

reactive load. 

Ask your dealer 

for advice. 
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A N 0 UT S TA N D I N G P E R F 0 R M A N C E 
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Audiofreaks 
FOR t[le LOVE 

K e s wic k A u d i o R e s e a r c h  

offfiUSlC 

Benz-Micro 
Coll1Yid-joiJttSOtl 

Cardas Audio 
Ettlightetted Audio 
Desigtts 

Expt·essive 
Teclmologies 
Fouriet· Compottettts 
SP] 
KUZ11Ul 

McCot'1ttack 

Muse Electrottics 

Paragott Acoustics 
Soutrd Lab 
Straight Wit·e 
Wbeatmz Tripumar· 

Moving coil pbono cm1ridge; 
Valve & FE'J'pre-cunpl[{ie"·· power 
amplifiers and DIA conue11ers 
Cables, analogue recordirtgs 

CD trall!JjJOrts, D/A co11uerters, 
bJtegrated CD players CI1Ld bome 
tbeatre processsors 

Step up trc11z.�(ormers· cmd cables 
Valve O'JI power amplifiers 
Dual-pivot titcntium toue arm 
Tonearms & tumtables 
Solid-s/ate pre,fJOUer& beadpbo11e 
amplifiers, CD tran'{JOJt& 
D/A C01Ut?Jter 

Solid-state pre-amplijiers, power 
amplifiers, active subwoofers and 
DIA converter 
Dy11amic louc/::,peaker �ystems 
Electrostatic loudpeakers 
Cables 
Touearms 

write or call for details on our full product range and your nearest stockist. 

AUDIOI=REAKS Unit 8 Ferrybridge Workspace, Pontefract Road, Ferrybridge, 

West Yorkshire WFll 8PL 

> 
15, Link Way, Ham, Surrey TW10 7QT. 

Tel 081. 948 4153 Fax: 081. 948 4250. 
Tei/Fax: (0977) 671823 or (0924) 870606 

M naim 

Qudose, The Perfect Balance 
The speaker cable forms a vital interface between your amplifier and loudspeaker system. 

The properties of the speaker cable you use will determine how well your amplifier can communicate 
with your speakers. Use the wrong cable and your speakers could be missing the message. 

To minimise the signal degrading properties present in all cable, QED's own research programme has 
established that a Balanced Design Concept is essential for optimal performance. 

QED's Qudos speaker cable lowers all the cable's degrading Characteristic Properties in proportion and 
with the correct balance thereby delivering a superior and more accurate all round performance. 

Most of the speaker cables available today fail because 
their design concentrates on lowering only one or two of the 
key parameters at the expense of others. 

Qudos, The Perfect Balance, The Perfect Choice. 

Uefflftes 
PORTSMOUTH 

I 
BRIGHTON 

29 London oad 69 London Road, 

(0705) 663604 (0273) 609431 I 
EASTBOURNE 
4 Albert Pa1ade, Green 

51reet. (0323) 731336 

+ 
QED Audio Products Ltd 
Ridgeway House, Ridgeway Close, 
Lightwater, Surrey GU18 SXU 
Telephone: (0276) 451166 

Hear the difference 

QUAD 
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AURAVA-10011 EVOLUTION 

Q 
uintessentially British, the origins 

of Aura's latest VA-100 If Evolution 

may be traced back as far as the 

VA-40 (issue 8o) and, before that, ITL's classic 

MA-So. Either way, the sleek aesthetics of this 

mkll version are indistinguishable from the 

VA-100 first reviewed in issue 109. 
The rotary input selector and volume 

control are the same; likewise the row of 

gold-plated 4mm binding posts around the 
back. These are all unswitched and 

configured for quick-and-easy bi-wiring­

after all, Aura is part of the B&W group. 

The VA-100 If remains just as inflexible 

as its forefather although, by way of 

recompense, Aura has made a variety of 
internal revisions, promising 'more power 
and more dynamics'. lmportantly, its power 
MOSFETs have now been removed from the 
underside of the amp and mounted onto 

pukka heatsinks, allegedly avoiding the 
over-heating and diminishing power first 

highlighted in issue 109. 
Unfortunately we soon discovered 

that many of Aura's claims are not borne 
out in practice. 

Sound quality 
Having chalked up a fair impression with its 

disciplined, slick and generally unflappable 

performance via CD, the lethargic, 

compressed and unenthusiastic sound via 

MM proved something of a marked contrast. 
With the benefit of 20-20 hindsight, however, 
this is exactly what happened when our blind 

panel was faced with the original VA-100 

some two and a half years ago! 

The VA-100 If is certainly better suited to 

CD where the colour and structure of its music 
is represented by smooth and generous 
soundstaging. Stereo images are just as big 

and stable yet our listeners were bothered by 

a feeling that 'something was not quite 
gelling', as if the amplifier paints in water­

colours rather than substantive, tactile oils. 

LAB REPORT 

Aura claims its mkll revisions have wrought measurable 

improvements to power output: the 'new power supply 

delivers more current to drive inefficient speakers'. 

Sadly this is not the case: in reality the power supply 

and gain of the amp are unchanged, hence the 

tW /Soh m input sensitivities of 28mV (CD) and 221�V 

(MM) seem remarkably similar to the 28mV /219�V 

recorded two and a half years ago. Moreover, the 

output MOSFETS continued to overheat in our sample, 

reducing its maximum continuous power to just t8W 

into 4ohm. However, it's still possible to squeeze out 

some 137W into 40hm under dynamic conditions. 

On a more positive note, Aura's revisions to the PCB 

layout and volume buffer circuit have reduced crosstalk 

(·63dB from -49dB at 2okHz) while increasing overall 

signal-to-noise from 79dB to 87dB (re tW /Sohm). 

As before (issue 109) distortion is very 
low indeed, typ o.oo14 per cent at tW. 

= - c::: Amplifiers 

Its bass is particularly troublesome; it 

sounds full, warm and amiable but tends to 
plod rather than skip through the friskiest of 
bass lines. lt brought a one-note quality to 

k.d.lang's Full Moon just as it impeded the 

flow of massed strings, harpsichord and 

cellos from Handel's Concerti Grossi. 

Rather like a novice driver pulling away 

on a cold morning, the VA-100 If has a habit 
of faltering. 

Conclusion 
Hi-Fi Choice was alone in revealing the 

Evolution's dread of low impedance loads 

(issue 109), a situation that, despite Aura's 

best efforts, remains to haunt this VA-100 11. 

Our listening panel even echoed their 

previous critique by suggesting the 

VA-100 mk/1 needs to stop rambling and 
get a better grip of its music. 

Just as we were going to press, we 
heard that Aura's engineers had confirmed 

that 'the thermal gradient between the 

MOSFETs and heatsinking had been 
compromised during production'; they are 

now seeking to redress the situation. 
So if Aura's initial claims are finally 

borne out in practice then you'll hear about 
it first in Hi-Fi Choice. 

But for now the existing VA-wo 11 
Evolution has simply mutated sideways, 

VERDICT 
Slick and generous 
sound with good stereo; 
lmprovedS/N ratios and 
reduced crosstalk. 
Needs to be roused from 
Its slumber. Intolerant of 
low speaker loads. 

e::?��·�··�·· E�:: 
borough Rood, Churchill 

Industrial Estate, Lancing, 

West Sussex BNts BTR. 

(0903) 750750 

allowing its 
price-tag to put 
on f8o of extra 

weight. The 

original Aura 
VA-10owas 
voted a 
'borderline 
recom­
mendation' back 

in 1992, and 
Aura's VA-10ofl 
has surely 

understepped 
the mark. 
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HARMAN I<ARDON H K640 

R 
ather than introduce a series of 
predictable 'Special Edition' or mkll 
spin-offs of favourite HK amplifiers, 

Harman's first break with tradition came in 
the form of its line-only HK1400. Devoid of all 
frippery, this minimalist amp still earned 

many plaudits and was finally crowned with a 
Hi-A Choice swingtag in issue 129. 

In its wake comes the HK640, another 
line-only integrated amp, albeit one that 
puts flexibility ahead of stark audiophile 
pretensions. it's rather like a stripped-down 
but beefier version version of the 

PM-6350R, retaining fuiiiR remote control 
but discarding the phono stage en route. 
This said, it's possible to fit both MM and 
MC phono boards into the HK640 for just 
another £30. 

Otherwise you're left with electronic input 
selection for two tape and four line inputs, a 
huge motorised volume control and non­
defeatable bass, treble and balance facilities. 
Once again HK has stuck to its well­
established principles and utilised wholly 
discrete circuitry from input to output, even 
so far as employing separate FET's for all play 
and record switching! 

Creditable techniques, unbalanced, in this 

instance, by silly oversights like manual rather 
than local relay-fired speaker switching. Here 
HK's power amp is finally linked to the 

speaker binding posts via some two feet of 
scrawny, internal cabling (yes, I measured it). 
Crazy but true. 

Sound quality 
Beware of quick in-store demonstrations for 
the HK64o, as despite its many attractive 
qualities, it is only superficially impressive. 
Sure enough, its balance errs on the light and 
breezy side of neutral yet this is achieved 

without tripping-up and sounding aggressive 
or intrusively bright. Instead the HK640 has 
an ethereal quality with detail sounding too 

LAB REPORT 

There are seven modifications visible in Harman's 

discrete logic path - these are production changes, 

implemented after the PCB layout was finalised. The 

HK64o bears some comparison with the HK14oo (issue 

129), particularly in the characteristic spread of odd· 

order IM distortions visible on the 3D plot. 

Both amps feature the same electronic protection 

though the HK6qo is able to squeeze out some 14.5A of 

current before shutting-down, an increase proportional 

to its higher power delivery. Nonetheless, the poor 

o.12ohm output impedance militates against long runs 

of moderate resistance/inductance speaker cables if 

response irregularities are not to be exaggerated. 

Where the HK6qo does lose out, however, is in its 

84dB signal-to-noise ratio (re tW /Bohm) - some tsdB 

short of the spectacular 99dB achieved by the HK1qoo. 

0 � � � � • � � 

OUTPUT FREQUENCY (kHz} 

Odd-order IM distortions begin to pick-up 
outside the amplifier's feedback loop_ 

rJrr 1 >I Amplifiers 

free-spirited rather than establishing, in our 
panel's words, 'a connection with terra firma'. 

k.d. lang's voice certainly lacked its 
customary substance, casting doubt on her 
reputation as the 'She-Eivis' of country music. 
Her gutsy performance tended to waft rather 
than bounce along with assurance and 
conviction. The distinctive sixties-sounding 
electric guitar and accompanying piano were 
stripped of the resonance we had anticipated. 

'Rather like an uninspired session band', 
murmured one of our pane lists. 

However, the amp succeeded in painting 
a delicate and intriguing picture of Handel's 
Concerti Grossi, revealing the colour and 
interplay between violins. Sure enough, these 
higher strings were too free-wheeling at 
times, but the performance kept a forward 
balance. More than sufficient, our panel 

concluded, 'to perk up the saddest system'. 

Conclusion 
This particular line-only gamble is evidently 
less successful than Harman's similarly-priced 
HK1400. Sure enough, the HK640 looks 
chunkier, offers more power and comes 
complete with a full system remote control 
but its internal execution is less sophisticated. 

As a consequence, it's the lower-powered 
HK1400 that's the more relaxed, even-handed 

VERDICT 
Another breezy, nimble­
sounding amp, free of 
superfluous frippery_ 
Lacks grip and fortitude, 
can sound artificial and 
insubstantial-

;:::· ***** 
B1 Harman Audio, Unit 2, 

Borehamwood Industrial 
Park, Raw/ey Lane, 
Borehamwood, 
Herts WD6 5PZ. 

and naturally 
colourful of the 
pair. This leaves 
the HK64o, by 
comparison, as 
an amplifier 
that's both 
light and nimble 
but also rather 
too insistent 
for comfortable 
long-term 
listening. 
Impulse-buyers 
beware! 
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SPECTRA 
Dynamics 

The simplest and most cost effective way 
to upgrade your existing system 

Once you have 
gained access to the 
inside of the cabinet, 
remove foam and/or 
wool damping from 
the inside of the 
speaker (if fitted) 

You need at least 2 
Deflex panels for a 
pair of small bookshelf 
speakers, 4 panels for 
a pair of Tannoy 6's, 
and at least 6 panels 
for larger cabinets 

Place the flexible 
Deflex panel thru' the 
speaker cut-out and 
stick to the inside of 
the cabinet using the 
recommended 
adhesive 

Now sit back and 
listen to the extra 
detail in sound, and 
far less distortion 
when played loud 

WltD� �lhl® ®� lhlfil\V/@ 1t@ MJa a a 

" ... a marked improvement was obviousfrom the first few 
bars of REM's Automatic for the people album ... " 

Hi-Fi News & Record Review- March1994 

" ... Deflex panels seemed to give greater tightness and 
control, improved internal clarity, and pitch definition­

all without deadening the sound in any way ... " 
Audiophile- January 1994 

" ... the result was sharper imaging, wider dynamics 
and a more natural sound ... " 

CHOICE VERDICT 
Sound Quality ••••• 
Value for money ••••o 
Hi-Fi Choice - January 1994 

Alternatively you could sit yourself 
between a pair of speakers 

The jecklin Float range of high performance transducers don't 
simply bridge a gap between headphones and loudspeakers they 

offer a unique alternative in listening pleasure and comfort. 

·· ... the sound quality is more akin 

to a pair of speakers than most 

other headphones we know. 

They could no more fatigue your 

cars than a speaker placed 

"Frequency response is admirably 

smooth, and distortion is low even at 

high listening levels." 
AL'IJ/01'11/U; 

scvcntl feet away" 
\\HATW l'l' 

"These headphones may not look 

"To call these transducers particulary serious but they 

'headphones· is to do them sound lively and accurate. The 

an injustice. 'Head separation between cl:.issical 

speakers· would be a more instruments� tonally and in space 

accurate appellalion ., -is a joy to hear. 
AL"f)IOPIIII.E .iiillllii·lilil· 

Fo; ;;;.;;A7u'M -:::No O'Er;,Ls o; woo ;E;E'Srsmc�;; s: � 
PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN TO MAY AUDIO MARKETING � 
Name � 
Address % 



MARANTZ PM-54SE 

T 
he term 'Special Edition' is as 

synonymous with Marantz Hi-Fi as 

'RS Turbo' is with Ford Escorts. 

Anyway, perhaps this explains why the 
Marantz PM-54SE has sprung from nowhere. 
After all, there never was a common-or­
garden PM-54 to be 'SE-d'. 

Instead the PM-54SE is apparently a 
more powerful, CCNE-equipped (it stands for 
Current Conversion Noise Elimination) version 

of the old PM-4oSE, whose notoriety was 
discussed way back in issue 97-

During its lifespan, the amp has been 

subject to continual revision and now 
features an upgraded transformer, reservoir 
caps and CCNE circuitry, improved wiring, 
routing and earthing plus additional 
shielding around the MM/MC phono stage. 
lt sounds very grand but when you look 
inside, the amp is still scattered over a 
multitude of PCB's. 

Furthermore, its matt black alloy facia 
exudes more than a passing resemblance to 

the PM-52SE (issue 121) with its large rotary 

volume and input selection controls lording 
it over a row of push buttons for mono, 
DCC/tape input and source direct facilities. 
Similarly, the new '54SE also includes local 
(relay-fired) A/B speaker selection plus a 

choice of four line inputs. Familiar stuff to 

regular readers. 

Sound quality 
This is a lean, quick, but penetratjve-sounding 
amplifier whose enthusiasm for the job was 

described as 'whippet-like' by our panel. lt 
really is lively and attention-grabbing, 
qualities that were immediately apparent with 

Lyle Lovett's latest CD where the acoustic 
guitar, percussive brush-work, and nimble 
bass line positively bounded along, pushing 
his vocals firmly into second place. 

Over a longer period its sound can seem a 
little too clean and sharp, diluting the natural 

warmth that would otherwise flesh-out the 

LAB REPORT 

Although the characteristic output impedance of the 

PM-qoSE/54SE remains at o.o46ohm there is a 

worthwhile increase in power. Marantz rates the 

PM·54SE at some 6sW /Soh m but I managed to 

squeeze out 75W-81W across the entire audio band. 

This is a +1d B advantage over the PM-qoSE (Issue 97), 

a trend continued by the +1.2d8 gain in dynamic output 

(1o6W from 79W) and maximum current (21A from 18A). 

The overall gain of the amp has been increased by 

around sdB, now requiring just 13mV instead of 24mV 

to achieve 1 W into Soh m. Compensation may also have 

been tightened-up judging by the levels of distortion 

which are now vanishingly low at just 0.001 per cent. 

In common with the PM-qoSE, however, distortion 

still increases to around o.o1 per cent into lower 

impedance (4ohm) loads. 

� � * � � � 

OUTPUT FR£Qf£NCY (kHzJ 

Relatively mild even and odd-order 
IM distortions tend to increase into 
low impedance loads. 

soundstaging. Stripped of weight and 

momentum this leaves various acoustic 

instruments with an etched rather than 

resonant quality. 
On the other hand, these glossy images 

make everything very easy to follow, so 
muddling is not a problem even if the amp's 
're-mixing' is distracting. 'Just the thing', 
remarked the panel, 'if you want some zing'. 

The smoother, more colourful and richer 
sounding MM input was universally preferred. 

Here any scrawniness is countered by the 

natural warmth of recordings like Marty 

Paich's I'm Not In Love where the airiness and 
atmosphere of the venue tempers the rasp of 
sax without smothering its energy or 

enthusiasm. With such a song our listeners 
were at last content. 

Conclusion 
Evidently, the PM-54SE has been engineered 
to deliver a very up-beat and immediate 

sound that'll knock your socks off in a quick 

A/B demonstration. In reality, however, this 
impression is contrived and is likely to prove 
tiresome in the long term, particularly with 
modern CD-based systems. 

Moreover, this is not the first time that 
Marantz's modifications had a questionable 
effect on the sound of a highly regarded 

· 

amplifier - the 

VERDICT 
Vivid and enthusiastic 

PM-44SEII 
providing 

sound; smooth yet another recent 
detailed MM input. 

( Takes licencewith the example issue 

natural sound of 134). If only the 
acoustlc lnstruments. PM-54SE were 

!::::· 
***** as listenable as 

'Z,WIJ ***** 
£330 

its likely partner, 
the C0-63 

Kingsbridge House, 

PadburyOakS,575-583 

Bath Road, Longford, 

Middlesex, U870EH. 

(0753) 680868 

(issue 137) 
then Marantz 
would have a 
real winner on 
its hands. 
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Name ......................................................................... . . ........................................ . 

Address ............................................................................................................. . 

Postcode ......................................................................................................... .. 

Tel (Daytime) ................................................................................................ . 

The Cable I would like is ... 
Mercury 0 length ____ _ 

Jupiter 0 length ___ _ 

please add £1 P&P to all orders. 

If ordering more 
than one metre 
please state Ref. No. 
given on telephone. 
Ref. ____ _ 

I enclose a cheque for £ (sterling) 

made payable to SOUND CONNECTIONS UK. 

Post this coupon and payment to .. . 
SOUND CONNECTIONS UK. 

19, Brookside, Sawtry, Huntingdon , Cambs. PE17 SSB L--------------------------� 

"Isn't it brill that you can go into one shop and· 
choose from all the leading brands of hi-fidelity 
equipment, and guess what? We know what 
we're talking about, and we care!" 

"THE GRIEG LEAD" 
Make your system more composed 
with this advanced oxygen free 
copper audio interconnect cable -
multi-strand centre with 2 screens, 
semi-conductive plastic and copper 
braid to stop high level of 
interference inc. R.F - for CD, 
tape deck or between pre- and 
power amps. Using high quality 
gold plated phono plugs could be 
the best £29 inc. P&P (pair) you've 
spent on your hi-fi. 

Tried, tested and enjoyed by our 
many satisfied customers. 

ADd Oodles Mo�re· � 
·� .... wasrm� 
lttfE � JF't �o 

C<OM!PAirtJY 
OFST. MARTINS SQ. 

EST 1971 
6 Silver Walk, Leicester 

Telephone: (0533) 539753 
Fax: (0533) 626097 

Analogue lovers 

Our world 
renowned precision 
pick-up arms and turntables 
await you. 

Sales and service enquiries to: 

• • • 

SME LTD • STEYNING • SUSSEX • BN44 3GY • ENGLAND 
a o19o3 814321 [I;] o19o3 814269 



PIONEERA-503R 

R 
ather than put all its eggs in one 

basket, Pioneer has amassed a 
range of integrated amplifiers which 

contains all manner of styles and flavours. So 

where minimalist models like the A-4ooX are 

simply too parched of widgets, it's possible to 

turn to user-convenient havens like the 

A·503R. This amplifier costs as much as the 

A-400X and is similarly powerful, but will 
appeal to a very different audience. 

Where the A-4ooX has distinctly masculine 
rotary controls for play and record selection 

the A-503R opts for a series of graceful logic­

controlled input buttons together with some 

four matching controls for bass, treble, 

balance and rec-out selection. Relay­

controlled A/B speaker selection is a bonus, 

as is the full system remote control, which 

governs volume, input and muting facilities. 

So what's the catch? Obvious casualties 
include the A-4ooX's rugged 4mm speaker 

outlets traded, in this instance, for screw­

down binding posts. More importantly, the 

guts of the A-503R are purely functional 

rather than comprehensively tuned like the 

A-4ooX. No tweaky components here then, 
just plenty of speaker-tolerant Watts aimed 

at the comfort of your armchair! 

Sound quality 
This is a very tricky amplifier to pigeonhole, 

for it's neither brash nor offensive but 

sadly uncompelling. lt is the sort of amplifier 
that leaves our panel chewing on the end of 

its collective pencil while staring at its row 

of motionless feet. 

By way of example, the busiest of 

sound stages were described as 'compressed 

into a claustrophobic ball'. The tight and 

restricted atmosphere of Georgie Fame's 

Every Knock Is A Boost- an appropriate 

anthem for this unfortunate amplifier - was 
simply too oppressive, hanging like a grey 

storm cloud over the room. 

LAB REPORT 

In many respects the A-503R betrays parallels with both 

the A-4ooX (this and issue 129) and the cheaper A·303R 

(issue 134).lts 75W/118W 8/40hm power rating, low­

ish o.o90hm output impedance and 3D distortion 

'fingerprint' matches the A-4ooX, while its astonishing 

uod8 s/n ratio bears closer comparison to the A-303R. 

This latter figure, achieved courtesy of Pioneer's 

two-stage buffered volume circuit, is some 10d8 wider 

than the A-4ooX and some 10-2odB in advance of most 

competing amplifiers relative to a fixed 1W /Soh m 

output. Sadly, one potential downside of this 

spectacularly wide signal·to-noise 'window' is the 

greater audibility of RF and AF-related distortions. 

Talking of which, there's a marked increase in third 

harmonic distortion (o.oo1 to 0.015 per cent) above a 

30W /Soh m output. Good, as they say, in parts. 

Very low distortion when ticking-over at 
1W, but increases by 15x at soW. 

Amplifiers 

Two listeners also remarked upon the 
bass 'fading in and out of the music', a 

quirk particularly evident with the acoustic 

bass featured throughout Lyle Lovett's They 

Don't Like Me. Funnily enough, this is 

another track that might have been 

dedicated to the A-soJR. 

Reverting to the MM input proved a 

welcome respite, for though its bass was still 

described as dumpy at least the likes of 

Rachmaninov's Symphonic Dances now 

demonstrated some urgency and immediacy. 

Tonally it's more even-handed, but the 
amp still lacks transparency, detail and 

basic subtlety. 

Drum beats, for example, have very little 

power behind them. There's no lack of 

extension but there is a fundamental loss of 

impact, power and weight. 

Conclusion 
Though unimpressed by this amplifiers' line­

level performance, our panel was at pains to 
promote the generally more agreeable 
balance of its MM phono stage. Nevertheless, 

the fact remains that this feature-oriented 

amplifier is markedly less impressive than 

Pioneer's cheaper A·JOJR, reviewed so 

favourably in issue 134. 
The two amplifiers certainly look as if 

they are related, 

VERDICT 
Flexible performer with 
a reasonable MM stage; 
motorised Input and 
volume controls. 
Anaemic bass, 
claustrophobic 
soundstaglng. 

::::· ***** 
181 Pioneer(GB) Ltd, Pioneer 

House, Hollybush Hill, 

Stoke Pages, Slough 

SL24QP. 

(0753) 789789 

but both their 
measurements 

and subjective 
performances 

tell a 

different story. 
Convenience 

need not stand 

in the way of 
sound quality 
yet, sadly, the 
A-503R has very 

little else left to 
recommend it. 
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we've produced 
naturally musical1 d k ou spea ers 

which have been 
criticallY. 1 • d ace a1me 

LOUDSPEAKERS 

for further details contact 

So what turns the critics on ? 

The answer is simple. The abiliy of Hi-fi 
products to reproduce any musical event. That's 
the already established reputation of successive 
SYSTYM products, including our award 
winning SYSTEMDEK turntables. In 
loudspeakers it means carefully selected drive 
units, in combination with precision acoustic 
design to produce the basic SYSTYM criteria, 
then on to seemingly endless auditioning and 
fine tuning for listening perfection. The result 
ensures a detailed and precise natural soundstage 
and it is little wonder that the music is so real 
and that the critics climb aboard. 

SYSTEMDEK LTD 34 KYLE ROAD IRVINE SCOTLAND KA 12 8LD TEL:(01294) 271251 FAX:(01294) 277095 

Putting the 

� 65 Castle Street, High Wycambe, Bucks HP13 6RN � 01·494 531682 



PIONEERA-400X 

Y 
es, we have reviewed Pioneer's 
A-4ooX before (in issue 129) and, 
no, this is not a sneaky reprint. In 

fact this is just the first occasion where a 
popular Best Buy is thrown back into the 
cooking pot by way of comparison. Other 
industry 'references' will be re-introduced in 
forthcoming issues of CD players, amplifiers 
and loudspeakers where, like this A-4ooX, 
they will be re-reviewed and fully lab-tested 
from scratch. 

Obviously its brief remains unchanged: to 
build on the success of Pioneer's first no-frills 
audiophile amp, the revered A-400 (issue 92). 
Hence the basic record and play selection 
knobs and absence of tone controls. A dual­
concentric volume control, meanwhile, does 
away with the need for a balance control. 

Pioneer has specified a novel 'Wide 
Range Linear Circuit' using current-mirror and 
current-feedback technology while ensuring 
a low and consistent output impedance. 
Incidentally, the LEDs visible beneath its 
hatch are not 'fault indicators', but are used 
as low-noise references to bias the constant­
current sources in its high-gain line stage -
a rare audiophile ruse. 

Sound quality 
Let's get the brickbats over with first 
because, even though we were using the 

same source and vinyl software as in issue 
129, Pioneer's MM input was now a great 
disappointment. Here its dull, uncommitted 
and sleepy balance was described as 
having all the excitement of a 'Women's 
Institute cake-baking lecture'. 

Via the CD input it places a lighter, fresher 
and somewhat more youthful perspective on 
its music. The extremely detailed 
arrangement of percussion and bass on 
both Lyle Lovett and Georgie Fame CDs 
was revealed to marvellous effect. Here 
it was likened to a slightly smaller-scale but 

LAB REPORT 

If serial numbers can be believed, this particular amp 

dropped off the production line some 3,231 units after 

the very early A-400X (number 5) reviewed in April 

1994.There has been no appreciable change to the 

internal power amp, whose 67W /1o8W rating compares 

favourably with the 68W I 109W from issue 129. 

Channel balance and separation have deteriorated, 

pointing a finger at Pioneer's input switch and volume 

control. Identical input sensitivities and overload 

margins indicate that the A-4ooX's gain is unchanged. A 

reduction in distortion (reflW /80hm) from 0.04 to 0.01 

per cent suggests that there may have been production 

changes in local feedback. 

These are relatively minor discrepancies in technical 

performance, nevertheless, they could be sufficient to 

take the shine off a delicately-tuned circuit. 

Odd-order IM distortions appear ahead of 
conventional harmonics. 

1 111 ' · , Amplifiers 

richer-sounding version of the Alto, 
creating an arc of sound that was just a 
little constrained and lacking the height 
and expansiveness of the very best. 

The powerful sound of cellos and double 
bass set out the stall for Handel's Concerti 
Grossi, but the slightly cold, glazed and 
academic texture of higher strings impaired 
the flow of the piece as a whole. 
Nevertheless, the A-400X is only cold in the 
sense that it's fastidiously tidy, carving out 
tonal detail with obsessive, surgical precision. 

'Something of a chartered accountant', 
remarked the panel, who thought its 
meticulous sobriety could do with 'a hint of 
the lion tamer' to spice up its act - my 
apologies to Monty Python. 

Conclusion 
'Very nice amplifier, shame about the ph ono 
stage', concluded our listeners, who felt 
compelled to knock it down a notch or two. I 
am bound to point out that this latest A-400X 
was auditioned by our blind panel on no less 
than three occasions over two days, periods 
in which their observations remained 
entirely consistent. 

Indeed the general tenor of our panel's 
remarks are clearly rooted in the original 
review of issue 129 even if their overall 

VERDICT 
Very detailed, articulate 
and measured 
performance_ 
Tendency to sound too 
tidy and restrained; 
phono stage most useful 
for spare parts_ 

!5ii' ***** 
Pioneer House, Hollybush 
Hill, Stoke Pages, Slough 
SL24QP. 
(0753) 789789 

enthusiasm for 
the A-4ooX has 
evidently waned 
in the light of 
recent and more 
compelling 
amplifiers. 
Now is the 
time for Pioneer 
to climb off its 
laurels and 
look for genuine 
improvements 
in the near 
future. 
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THE SENSATIONAL NEW LUMLEY MONITOR LM2 

LAUNCHED AT THE RAMADA HI-FI SHOW SEPTEMBER '94 AND ALREADY 

SOLD OUT FOR 6 WEEKS IN ADVANCE. IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO KNOW WHY, 

CONTACT ONE OF OUR SPECIALLY SELECTED DEALERS BELOW. 

M.J.S. HI-FI, BA RWELL, LEICESTERSHIRE • 0455 846977 

PURE SOUND & THE AUDIO ROOM, WEST LONDON • 081 893 4485 

HA RROGATE HI-FI, HA RROGATE, VORKS • 0423 504274 

HEATHERDA LE AUDIO, WORTHING, SUSSEX • 0903 872288 

THE RIGHT NOTE, SALTFORD, BATH, AVON • 0225 874728 

STEVE BOXHA LL AUDIO, CAMBRIDGE, CAMBS • 0223 68305 

M.A .F., BURTON ON TRENT, STA FFS • 0283 530550 

BRENTWOOD MUSIC, BRENTWOOD, ESSEX • 0277 221210 

RECITA L, FULHAM, LONDON • 071 731 0340 

LINTONE AUDIO, GATESHEA D,TVNE & WEA R • 091 477 4167 

MOREGATE A COUSTICS, ROTHERHAM, VORKS • 0709 370666 

PINERIDGE SANDY CROSS, HEATHFIELD, EAST SUSSEX 

TELEPHONE(0435)868004 

FACSIMILE (0435) 864481 



ROTEL RA-970BX 

A
n inevitable consequence of the 

vinyl LP dying a slow death is the 
emergence, and greater 

acceptance, of line-only integrated amplifiers. 

Rotel has already tested the water with its 
RA-935BX and now intends to consolidate 

its early success with the costlier and 
beefier line-only RA-970BX. 

In practice, the RA-970BX is ostensibly a 
lower-powered (see lab report), line-only 
version of the RA-98oBX (issue 129) with a 
newly revised layout designed to 

accommodate the lower box profile. Chief 

among its claims to fame are slit-foil reservoir 

capacitors, a UK-sourced toroidal mains 

transformer, copper bus bars for high current 
areas and a new AD827 op-amp to service its 
line stage. 

New military-spec metal-film resistors 
are intended to encourage a more dynamic 
sound while established Rote! hallmarks, 

including Panasonic HFS and Rubycon 

Black Gate capacitors, plus the classic 

Sanyo-based power amp, are all retained 

for old-time's sake. 

Its features are adequate rather than 

flamboyant and include a dual-concentric 
volume control, separate play /record 

selectors and defeatable bass/treble tone 
controls. And all dressed up in Rotel's 
equally understated 900-series livery. 

Sound quality 
In common with Rotel's other new-breed 
amplifiers, the RA-970BX lacks the 

unmistakable colour, power and polish that 

would once have exposed the marque, even 
under blind conditions. So, oblivious to its 

origins, our panel kicked-off with the thought 
that this was another 'big, boppy and slightly 

brash-sounding amp with a blowsy bottom 
end - rather like Pat from EastEnders'. 

The unaccompanied electric bass provided 
a good sense of direction and purpose at the 

beginning of Georgie Fame's Every Knock Is A 

LAB REPORT 

In our review of the RA-98o8X (issue 129) I remarked on 

its invasive protection circuitry, a failsafe introduced by 

Taiwan without the consent of Rotel UK. The RA-97oBX 

is devoid of such protection and will momentarily dump 

some 63oW into negligible 1ohm loads. Though its 

80hm rating is a 'mere' 99W, the RA-970BX will happily 

thrash the most recalcitrant of loudspeakers. 

Like the RA-98oBX before it, this amp also features 

a remarkably low o.oo80hm output impedance which, 

together with the equally low o.oo2-o.oo25 per cent 

THD (compare 3D plots), suggests that Rotel is 

deploying more than a little compensatory feedback. 

Changes to the position and shielding of its power 

supply could reduce its -69dBV residual hum and noise. 

Otherwise, the RA-970BX should prove a consistent 

performer, tolerating a range of cables and speakers. 

Exceptionally low distortion from linear, 
Michi-style amplifier design. 

Amplifiers 

Boost until, as the track progressed, it became 
less cohesive, making it difficult for us to 
follow individual themes and instruments. Yet 
despite its slightly processed and disjointed 

outlook, the RA-970BXwas continually 

praised for sounding lively, fresh and alert. 

k.d. tang's voice, for example, was ideally 
separated from the mix even if she did sound 
a little overbearing, almost as if she were 
standing rather too close to the mic. The 
simpler passages of Handel's Concerti Grossi 
sounded similarly crisp and clear, the cellos 
had weight and the harpsichord a realistic 

resonance. In concert, however, the 

performance was just a little too crowded 

and unsympathetic. 

Conclusion 
Fortunately, for Rote!, the RA-970BX builds 
upon the strengths of the ill-fated RA-98oBX 
without falling quite so foul of its drawbacks. 
Nevertheless, our panel's impression of the 
'970 is hardly a million miles away from the 

'980, described in deprecating terms as a 

'large puffy anorak' in issue 129. 

So those revisions already executed in the 

RA-970BX have succeeded in ridding it of the 
98o's grey and impassive sound. Yet the 

sense of busy instruments over-riding one 
another is still to be countered, if only to 

VERDICT 
Big, bouncy and 
entertainingly detailed; 
massive reserves of 
power to manhandle 
difficult speakers. 
Has a tendencytolose 
sight of the bait with 
complex recordings. 

::::· ***** 
Gamepath, 25 Heathfield, 

Stacey Bushes, Milton 

Keynes MK126HR. 

(0908) 317707 

ensure the amp 
maintains a 
proper 
composure with 

complex classical 

recordings. 
The 970BXis 

Recommended 
then, even if it 
does lack the 
joie-de-vivre of 
true classics like 
Rotel's own 

RA-930BX 

(issue 134). 
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Hi�fi furn iture do esn't have to be dull and 

unattractive. The SOUNDSTYLE range combines 

elegance and style with rigid construction and 

will add a dash of colour and excitement to your 

living r o o m.Ava i l a ble in six rich colours, 

SOUNDSTYLE is now regarded by true music 

lovers as the best way of enhancing a wide 

range of quality audio equi pment. Colours 

range from Rock Red, Opus Green, Sonata Blue, 

Symphony Grey, Concert Blue to C lassie Black. 

The choice is all yours. 

... only the Soundstyle stand has 

eve1Jlthing you could want- it's good 

looking, solid and brings instant 

improvement to the sound .. " 

V0-!ATHJ Fl? July 1994 

SOUNDSTYLE 

AUDIO FURNITURE 

SOUNDSTYLE, 8 GREYFRIARS ROAD, 

BURY ST. EDMUNDS, SUFFOLK IP32 7DX ENGLAND. 

TEL: 0284 701101 FAX 0284 750040 

r:--------;, 
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TECHNICS SU-A900MK2-

I 
f at first you don't succeed, then try, try, 
try again. Few manufacturers have this 

sort of backbone, preferring instead to 

crawl away and die after receiving a damning 

review. But Technics is different. Following 

the not entirely favourable reviews it received 

for the ill-fated SU-ABoo mk2 amplifier in 

issue 134, Technics picked itself up, dusted 

itself off and re-submitted the amp's bigger 

brother, the £400 SU-Agoo mk2. 

You'll have to squint very hard before 

spotting any differences between these two 

models. Both feature circuit novelties 

including a MOSFET-based Class AA power 
amp, three-layer 'Master Series' electrolytics 

and a low-noise R-core mains transformer. 

Once again, Technics' capacitor-coupled 

VBO (Virtual Battery Operation) power supply 

also takes pride of place even if its real-world 

impact remains questionable. No question 

about the relay-operated input selection, 

however, where the 'goo beats the 'Boo with 

its provision for both MM and MC cartridges. 

Furthermore, both amps are built onto 

Technics' patented rubber car mat, otherwise 

known as THCB (Hybrid Construction Base), 

while infrequently used controls remain 

concealed behind a retractable flap. A full 

system remote control, which includes access 

to the motorised volume knob, provides the 

icing for this exceptionally user-friendly cake. 

Sound quality 
When it came to getting the panel to pass 

judgement on the Technics' MM phono stage, 

it's main fault was obvious - its soporific 

effect had sent everyone to sleep. Here the 

amp left Marty Paich's jazz LP sounding lazy, 

sloppy and saddled with a deeply ponderous 

bass that smothered the efforts of the vibes 

player and saxophonists. 

And now for the good news which, 

incidentally, only reinforces the A900 mk2's 

Jekyll and Hyde character. With CD at the 

helm, the amp was applauded for 

LAB REPORT 

On the face of it, this SU-A900 mk2 amplifier is simply a 

+1.7dB louder version of the SU-ABoo mk2 from issue 

134, offering some 117W /187W in place of the latter's 

79W /128W (8/ 40hm resp). Yet there are subtle 

differences. For starters the SU-A9oo mk2 is actually 

less adept at handling momentary dips in speaker 

impedance with bursts of just 125W into 10hm. By 

contrast, the SU-ABoo mk2 can manage some 285W. 
The new Technics high-grade attenuator (volume 

control) has reduced tracking errors from o.6dB to just 
o.osdB just as a revised layout has reduced crosstalk 
from -35dB to -43dB at 2okHz. Distortion is still 

vanishingly low (typically 0.001 per cent) but the amp's 

signal-to-noise ratios are up by 1-2dB across all its 
inputs. judging by the response of our panel, these 
subtle improvements have clearly hit the mark. 

Harmonic distortion is vanishingly 
low, leaving a hint of odd-order 
intermodulation. 

1Jrr , '- ,r Amplifiers 

sounding 'really rather good'. it was revealed 

as a potent performer, its music flowing 

coherently and underpinned by a rich, solid 
and unflappable bass. 

Sure enough it's arguably a bit too 

powerful - or even muscle-bound - at 

times, particularly with the likes of 

k.d. tang where its weighty but syrupy 

balance has a mild cloying effect. 

Otherwise it's just dandy, recalling the 

slide action of acoustic double bass from Lyle 

Lovett's They Don't Like Me to vivid effect. 

Similarly, the bass line from Georgie Fame's 
Every Knock ... sounded both substantial and 

delightfully tuneful, reflecting subtle changes 

in the rhythm of the bass guitar while 

sustaining the long, continuous notes from 

Georgie's own Hammond organ. 

Conclusion 
To be perfectly frank, and despite the 

ignominy of its phono input, this SU-A9oo 

mk2 would eat its little brother for 
breakfast. Via CD it is fundamentally more 

impressive, pulling into concert all those 
jumbled and disparate threads that 

continue to trip-up the SU-ABoo mk2. 

The gutsy if somewhat authoritarian hand 

of the SU-A900 mk2 makes a pleasant change 
from what our panel described as the wimpy 

VERDICT 

Fine communication 
skills and a rich, warm 
and friendly sound. 
Phono stage would be 
useful for spare parts 
(again). :===· ***** 

7l!lij ***** 
£400 

Electronics, Panasonic 

House, WilloughbyRood, 

Brackne/1, Berkshire 

RG128FP. 

( 0344) 853943 

sound of certain 

peers. it's an 
amplifier for the 
'9os man, they 
continued, bold 

and fearless yet 

not utterly 

insensitive. 

Recommended, 

then, whenever 

good sound, 
flexibility and 

political 
correctness are 
at a premium. 
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LOOKS LIKE 

NO OTHER ••• 

SOUNDS LIKE 

NO OTHER ••• 

SOUNDS LIKE 

NOTHING 

AT ALL. 

THE BEST IN 

THE WORLD. 

�LO 
E l E C T R I C 

Interconnects and 
Speaker Cables. 
Made in USA 

Distributed in the UK by 

W O L L A T O N  
.A..-u-o-•-o 
tel/fax: 011 5 928 4147 

AUDIO ROOM 

Serving West London ond Home Counties 
Tel (081) 893 4485 

BURY AUDIO 

47 Churchgate 
Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk 
Tel (0284) 724337 

DEFINITIVE AUDIO 

Tei/Fax: (0602) 81 3562 

INFIDELITY 

9 High Street, Hampton Wick 
Kingston-upon-Thames, Surrey 
Tel (081) 943 3530 

KAMLA ELECTRONICS 

251 To�enhom Court Road 
London 
Tel (071)323 2 747 

MIDLAND HIFI STUDIOS 

Royal London Buildings 
Wulfruna Street, Wolverhampton 
Tei:(0902)771774 

MUSIC MAnERS 

363 Hagley Road, Edgbaston 
Birmingham B 17 8DL 
Tei(021) 429 2811 

93-95 Hobs Moat Road, Solihull 
West Midlands B92 HJL 
Tel (021) 7 420254 

RAYLEIGH HI-FI 

216 Moulsham Street 
On-the-Parkway, Chelmsford 
Tel (0245) 265245 

132-134 London Road 
Southend-on-Sea 
Tel (0702) 435255 

SOUND ACADEMY 

High Street, Bloxwich (Nr Walsall) 
Wimidland 
Tel: (0922) 493499 

SOUND ORGANISATION 

4 Pickfords Wharfe, Clink Street 
London 
Tel (071) 403 2255 

THE POWERPLANT 

66 Upper North Street 
Brighton BN 1 3FL 
Tel (0273) 775978 

WEST MIDLANDS AUDIO 

158 Ombersley Road 
Worcester WR3 7HA 
Tel (0905) 58046 

ZEUS AUDIO 

2-4 Great Victoria Street 
Belfast BT2 7BA 
Tel (0232) 332522 



AMPLIFIERS 

Conclusions, best buys 
and recommendations 

T 
he year ahead will see 

Hi-Fi Choice targeting 

very much tighter 

groups of core products, 

including CD players, amps 

and speakers on a much more 

regular basis. So, in a short 

period we will build up an 

encyclopaedia of what's hot 

and what's vaguely tepid 

across a huge span of prod­

ucts, a ruse that explains the 

tight banding of these eight 

willing contenders. 

Aura's latest 

VA-100 
needs 

adjust­

ments to its 

internal heatsink­

ing if claims of greater 

power and speaker tolerance 

Best of the rest 

S 
trict targeting of a 

narrow £3oo-£400 

price band has 

allowed us to train a micro­

scope on a very specific area 

of the market, but leaves this 

look back at the best of the 

rest somewhat short of 

customers. Likely as not, any 

amp worth its salt between 

£300 and £400 is already on 

this month's cast list. 

For CD-only systems there 

are two viable alternatives: 

the Harman HK1400 (£400) 
which easily outperforms the 

HK640 even if it's not as 

flexible; and Moth's Series 
30. This modular system 

combines the services of a 

passive preamp and active 

power amp, sounds great 

and starts at about £390. 

Where MM/MC disc are 

also required there's little to 

beat Arcam's Alpha 6, a 

slightly more powerful but 

hugely more successful 

version of the Alpha 5· 

�,, 
�, .. _ . . t 

are to be realised. Whether 

this will liven-up its warm, 

amiable but slightly grubby 

sound is another matter. The 

Marantz PM-545£ and Harman 

HK640 lie at the other end of 

the tonal spectrum, affording 

an up-beat but insubstantial 

sound that might wear down 

the unwary ear. 

Our listeners were more 

disturbed by the frantic dash 

of the Pioneer A-503R as it 

raced breathlessly through 

much of our musical 

selection. Sadly, it's 

an amplifier 

that trades 

the richness, 

coherence 

and sheer 

articulation 

of audiophile 

products such as 

Pioneer's A-400X for spec­

manship and flexibility. 

This said, even the stalwart 

A-400X proved a little more 

strained and less emotive 

than our Best Buy sample 

from issue 129. It's still very 

good but, by all accounts, not 

quite as special as those early 

samples. In similar fashion, 

Rote! is also chasing its tail to 

reclaim the heady sound of 

past Best Buys and the new 

RA-970BX is definitely a move 

in the right direction. 

The Technics SU-A900 mk2 
combines remote control 

with a rich and rolling sound, 
that portrays the colour, 

weight and resonance of 

every instrument that crosses 

its path. Audio Innovation's 

Alto is another star, but one 

that sings most convincingly 

with medium-sized, high­

sensitivity speakers. 

Under these conditions the 

Alto sounds relaxed yet 

persuasive, a blend of tran­

quillity and natural colour 

that'll hold you spellbound 

from one disc to another. 

(TI1e chrome version on the 

cover costs an extra £50.) 
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OJadis JD-1 
This is the CD player ]ad is built to match 
their gorgeous valve amplifiers. The 
£9,750 }0-1 has a Bitstream DAC, and 
the chunky top section forms a five­
point suspension for the CD 
transport. Digits emanate 
from a vast choice of AT& T 
optical or AES/EBU and 
BNC electrical outputs. 
E Absolute Sounds 
0181-947 5047 
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Alchemist ForseHi 

amplifiers 0 
High-end looks and sounds 

needn't cost a fortune. The £970, 

British-built, line-only APD21 
preamp (phono stage optional) is 

almost completely dual-mono for 

excellent channel separation. it 

also sports a true balanced line 

input and output, and makes a 

perfect match for the £1250, 100-Watt 

APD2o power amplifier, which is biased 

into Class A at moderate listening levels to 

yield a sweet and valve-like sound. 

e 0181-883 3oo8 

The £3,795 SFL-2 is the finest-ever line-stage 

preamp from this Canadian company. The zero 

feedback, all-valve signal stage can be 

I 
used in both balanced or single-ended 

mode, while the power supply sports no 

less than 15 separate stages. Top-notch 

components include MlT capacitors, Vis hay 

nd Holco resistors, and Kimber cable. 

e M Pi Electronic 01483 454993 

0 Acoustic Energy 
AE 1 Signature 

A classic mini monitor with cult followings in 

both professional and domestic circles. 

Pictured is the £1,997·50 piano-rosewood AE1 
Signature model, whose top-flight crossover 

components and aluminium cone'n'dome ensure 

pair-matching to within± o.25dB. A Hallmarked 

sterling-silver name plate completes the package. 

e Acoustic Energy 0181-840 6305 

·te 
d·oph' 

all ' 

• 

tf'YIOS 
(hf/S , , . 
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0 Mark Levinson No.30 and No.31 
CD replay doesn't get much better than the £8,499 No.31 

transport and ft5,950 No.30.5 DAC (not pictured). 
The No. 31 sits upon two isolated power supply towers, 

offers almost every digital connection under the sun, sports 

a solid aluminium lid, and is mass loaded with around five 
and a half kilos of lead. The two-box No 30.5 D/ A converter, 
meanwhile, boasts two custom 2o-bit DACs, and digital and 
analogue stages which are completely separate. 
e Path Premier 01494 441736 

0 Audiomeca Mephisto 

CD Transport 
A £1,995 offering from the French king of metacrylate, 
Pierre Lurne, whose background is in turntables. Like a 
suspended-chassis example of the latter, this CD 
player has three different isolation systems within the 
transport, plus an integral platter and unique bearing. 
Trichord fans note: Mephisto can be supplied with the 
Clock 2 mod fitted. 
e Kronos 

Distribution 

01868 748632 

0 Audio Research 

VT150SE 
Audio Research is arguably America's 
foremost tube amp manufacturer; the ft6,8oo 
VT15oSE is their top power amplifier. 
Delivering 15oWatts into eight Ohms, this 
beast deploys six 6550 pentodes in push-pull 
configuration, and connects to the world only 
through professional-style balanced inputs. 
e Absolute Sounds 0181-947 5047 
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0 Apogee 

Mini Grand 
Smallest in Apogee's Grand range 

of hybrid ribbon/dynamic 
speakers. The £2,000 Mini Grand 

comprises mid range/tweeter 
and bass ribbons, connected 

via an active crossover to a 
subwoofer. If this four-foot 

system is too discreet you 
can always order the 

seven-foot, four-inch fully 
active Grand ... 

e Absolute Sounds 

0181-947 5047 



*•*•*•*•*•*•*•*•*•*•*•*•*•*•*•*•*•*•*•*•*•*•* 

0 Blue Room 

House Pod 
"Once in a blue moon, something 

appears from the blue room, alien 

speakers for your living room." Dr 

Alex Patterson, The Orb. 

Clearaudio Turntable 0 

Blue Room is a division of B&W 

Loudspeakers, the £799 House Pod 

is made of GRP, and its voluptuous 
appearance was "inspired by music 

and the kineticism of the club 
scene". 'Nuff said ... 

e Blue Room 01903 235905 

Wadia 15 

and 200 

The £2,500 Clearaudio Reference is an 

uncompromising, 33rpm-only design 

with a 70mm-thick, solid acrylic platter 
and inverted bearing. The motor is 

completely isolated from the rest of 
the deck, being housed in a solid 

block, fixed to a lead cylinder and 

set up behind the main chassis. On 

board is the £1,500 Clearaudio­

Souther tonearm, a parallel tracker 

considered to be one of the finest 

examples of its kind. 

e Heatherdale Audio 01903 261213 

Wadi a's latest two-box CD is the 

£4.370 '2o' CD transport and 

£3,790 '15' D/A converter. Based 

on the Wadi a 16 integrated player, 

the 20 transport has a chassis 

made from aerospace-computer-

grade aluminium, while the 15 DAC 

converter uses proprietary 
DigiMaster decoding algorithms in 
software and hardware. 

e Acoustic Energy 0181-840 6305 

Roksan TMSO 
Roksan first gained exposure ten years ago with the Xerxes 
turntable, which has been extrapolated to its limits for the 
Touraj Moghaddam Signature (TMS). This features a black, 

piano-lacquered, three-tier plinth which isolates the deck 
from vibration and houses both motor and electronics. Just 
for completeness, the main bearing housing is made from 

solid phosphor bronze and honed to sub-micron tolerances. 

e Roksan Digital 01895 436384 

YBA 2 preamp 0 
This superb French preamplifier is the brainchild 

ofYves Bernard And re, who personally listens to 

each product which bears his initials. The £1,695 

YBA 2 is a wholly dual-mono design, even down 

to the separate volume controls. Indeed, the 

external power supply is the only component 
shared between the two channels. 

e Kronos Distribution 018687 48632 
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Model No: PD-S703 

• Stable Platter Mechanism 
• Twin 1-bit DAC with Legato Link Conversion 

• Independent Power Supplies for Analogue and Digital Stages 
• Coaxial an'd optical Digital Outputs 

• Display off and Digital Output off 

Considerable time and effort has gone into the creation of the Bill Hutchinson Innovation Award Scheme, drawing from 
more than two decades of experience and expertise. The Innovation Award is designed to assist you in identifying state of 
the art equipment that matches your expectations whilst being of build quality that ensures many years of enjoyment. 
A long-term association with a professional dealer has real benefits and will serve as your personal contact for 
information and advice on the Manufacturers latest Innovations. 

If it is not possible to visit a Bill Hutchinson Hi-Fi AV Centre, simply contact the Manufacturer for details of your nearest 
authorised stockist. 

PIONEER FREEPHONE 0800 480480 

Hi-Fi • CD • Audio Visual Centre 

• GLASGOW 43 Hope Street. Tel: 041-248 2857 • EDINBURGH 43 South Clerk Street. Tel: 031·667 2877 

• LEEDS 26·28 Woodhouse Lane. Tel: 0532 427777 • NEWCASTLE 87A Clayton Street. Tel: 091·230 3600 

• MANCHESTER S0/52 Deonsgote. Tel: 061·832 1600 



• Unique enclosure design couples the bass driver to the 
rear pone/ rather than the front baH/e, thus isolating 

the energy source of the driver from the baH/e. This results 
in a new order of clarify and freedom from coloration. 

• Decoupled tweeter mounting reduces intermodulation of 
treble by low frequency induced energy. 

• Precision moulded front baH/e and rear �ne/ in polymer 
composite provide considerable structural integrity and 

minimises unwanted colorations. 
• Easy drive characteristics. 

• Inverted drive unit geometry optimises vertical dispersion 
characteristics and ensures smooth phase and frequency 

response around the crossover transition. 
• Anti-turbulance port design minimises low frequency 
"chuH" and aids production of ultra-clean bass output. 

I I IIJJIDrl 
Considerable time and effort has gone into the creation of the Bill Hutchinson Innovation Award Scheme, 

drawin� from more than two decades of experience and expertise. The Innovation Award is designed to assist you 
in identifying state of the art �uipment that matches your expectations whilst being of build quality that ensures 

many years of enjoyment. A long-term association with a professional dealer has real benefits and will serve as 

your personal contact for information and advice on the Manufacturers latest Innovations. 
If it is not possible to visit a Bill Hukhinson Hi-Fi AV Centre, simply contact the Manufacturer for details of your 

nearest authorised stockist. 

Hi-Fi • CD • Audio Visual Centre 

GLASGOW 43 Hope Street. Tel: 041·248 2857 • EDINBURGH 43 South Clerk Street. Tel: 031·667 2877 

LEEDS 26-28 Woodhouse Lane. Tel: 0532 427777 • NEWCASTLE 87A Clayton Street. Tel: 091·230 3600 
• MANCHESTER 50/52 Tel: 061·832 1600 



Model No: UX-Cl 

• Components: 2 units • Power Rating_ (RMS): 2xW 
• Bass Enhancement :Active Hyper • Timer: 2 way 
• Digital Tuner Pre-sets: 30 • Do/by noise reduction: B 
• Auto reverse • 2 way bass reflex speaker system 

Considerable time and effort has gone into the creation of the Bill Hutchinson Innovation Award Scheme, drawing from 
more than two decades of experience and expertise. The Innovation Award is designed to assist you in identifying state of 
the art equipment that matc�es your expectations whilst being of build quality that ensures many years of enjoyment. 
A long-term association with a professional dealer has real benefits and will serve as your personal contact for 
information and advice on the Manufacturers latest Innovations. 

If it is not �ssible to visit a Bill Hutchinson Hi-Fi AV Centre, simply contact the Manufacturer for details of your nearest 
authorised stockist. 

JVC 081•450 3282 

Hi-Fi • CD • Audio Visual Centre 

• GLASGOW 43 Hope Street. Tel: 041-248 2857 • EDINBURGH 43 South Clerk Street. Tel: 031-667 2877 

• LEEDS 26-28 Woodhouse Lone. Tel: 0532 427777 • NEWCASTLE 87A Clayton Street. Tel: 091-230 3600 

• MANCHESTER 50/52 Deonsgate. Tel: 061-832 1600 



Model No: ADF-450 

• Do/by 8 & C • Do/by HX-Pro • Feather touch IC Logic Control 
• Amorphous alloy head • Record Mute 

• Anti-Modulation Tape Stabiliser (AMTS) • Fine Bias adjustment 
• System remote capable • 8 point LED Level Indicator • Music Sensor 

• T imer Operation • Auto tape selector • PC. OCC Wire 
Considerable time and effort has gone into the creation of the Bill Hutchinson Innovation Award Scheme, drawing from 

more than two decades of experience and expertise. The Innovation Award is designed to assist you in identifving state of 
the art equipment that matches your expectations whilst being of build quality that ensures many years of enjoyment. 
A long-term association with a professional dealer has real benefits and will serve as your personal contact for 
information and advice on the Manufacturers latest Innovations. 

If it is not possibl·e to visit a Bill Hutchinson Hi-Fi AV Centre, simply contact the Manufacturer for details of your nearest 
authorised stockist. 

AIWA 081•897 7000 

Hi-Fi • CD • Audio Visual Centre 

• GLASGOW 43 Hope Street. Tel: 041·248 2857 • EDINBURGH 43 South Clerk Street. Tel: 031·667 2877 

LEEDS 26·28 Woodhouse Lone. Tel: 0532 427777 • NEWCASTLE 87A Clayton Street. Tel: 091·230 3600 

• MANCHESTER S0/52 Deansgate. Tel: 061·832 1600 







Dealer Guide 
BIRMINGHAM 

THE .A..LJDIC> SPECI.A..LISTS 
for the most exciting range of equipment available in the Midlands which includes: 

Aiwa, Alphason, Apollo, Arcam, Audiolab, Audioquest, Audio-Technica, B&W, Bever, Canon, Celestion, Chord, Gyrus, Deltec, Denon, Dual, Epos, Exposure, Harman Kardon, Heybrook, Infinity, KEF, Luxman, 
Marantz, Meridian, Michaelson Audio, Michell, Micromega, Mission, Monitor Audio, Monster, Mordaunt Short, Musical Fidelity, Nakamichi, Panasonic, Pink Triangle, Pro-Ac, Revolver, Revox, Rogers, Roksan, 

Wide range of cl<tssical CDs in stock Rotel, Royd, Ruark, Sansui, Sehnheiser, Shure, SME, Stritwire, Systemdek, Target, Technics, Thorens, Wharfedale, Yamaha, etc. FulL servicing facilities available 

INTEREST FREE 
(for limited Period) APR 0% 

363 HAGLEY ROAD, EOGBASTON, BIRMINGHAM BH SOL. 
TEL: 021-429 2811 FAX: 021-434 3298 

OPENING TIMES 
Tues-Thurs 10.30-6.00 

Written details on request. Licensed Credit Broker 
VISA • ACCESS • SWITCH 

156-157 LOWER HIGH STREET, STOURBRIOGE, WEST MIDLANDS TEL: 0384-444184 
93-95 HOBS MOAT ROAD, SOLIHULL, WEST MIDLANDS B92 HJL TEL: 021-7420254 

Friday 10.30-8.00 Saturday 10.30-5.00 
Demonstrations by Appointment 

AVON 

V'AUDIO 36orui� Hm 
Stoke B1shop 

Tel: 0272 686005 Bristol BS9 1 EJ 

ATC, AVI. Acoustic Energy, Alon. Audio lnnovotions. 
Audiomeca. Audio Technica. AMC. Analogue Electronics. 

Cadence Valve. Chord AMPS. Electronic Companiet. 
Exposure, Goldring, Harmon Kardon. Heybrook. Jamo. 

LFD, Lyra, Ortofon. Perception. Pink Triangle, Ruark. 
Michell. REL Sansui. SME (inc. 20A). Sonic Link, Slax, 

Sugden. Sumiko. Townsend. Triangle. Wadia. 

Demos by appointment only. Home t11al faclllltes. 

r.l Free installations. Servicing facilities IIII!P � We are not a shop. -

BERKSHIRE 

Agents for: 

TECHNICS, KENWOOD, ROTEL, NAKAMICHI, B&W, 
MORDAUNT SHORT, SONY, PANASONIC, MITSUBISHI, 

PH Ill PS, AIWA, J.V.C., WHARFEDALE, INFINITY 

FREE DELIVERY • DEM ROOMS AT* 
252/254 High Street, Slough SL 1 t BN 
117/119 Oxlord Road, High Wycombe HP11 2DN 
9 Market Street, Aylesbury HP20 2PN 
11 West Street, Marlow, Bucks SL7 2LF 
83 High Street, Maidenhead, Berks SL6 1 JX 
20 Chequer Street, St. Albans, Herts AL 1 3YD 

H.C. WHEATLANDS 
85-89 Chiswick High Road, London W4 2EF 
11 Princess Square, Bracknell, Berks RG12 1 LS 

(0753) 538288' 
(0494) 528605' 

(0296) 25119' 
(0628) 483555 
(0628) 778611 

(0727) 834046' 

(081) 994 2464 
(0344) 869898 

BaB Hi-Fi 
Berkshire's Leading Specialist 

Aiwa, Akai, Alphason, Aura, Bang & Olufsen, Beyer, Bose, BtW, 
Canon, Castle, Celestion, Denon, Dual, Jamo, JPW, JVC, Kef, 
Kenwood, Marantz, Micromega, Mission, Mitsubishi, Monitor 

Audio, Mordaunt!Short, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Nakamichi, 
Panasonic, Path, Philips, Pioneer, Project, QED, Quad, Rei, 
Rogers, Rotel, Sennheiser, Sony, Tannoy, Target, Technics, 

T DK, Thorens, Wessex, Wharfedale, Yamaha. 

Ask about FREE delivery & FREE installation 
11-12 Market Place, Reading• Tel: 01734 583730 
18 King Street, Maidenhead' Tel: 01628 73420 
Princess Square, Bracknell* Tel: 01344 424556 
4 Pr iory Road, High Wycombe Tel: 01494 535910 
62 Northbrook Street, Newbury Tel: 01635 32474 
12a Park Square, Luton* Tel : 01582 459915 

*DEMONSTRATION ROOMS 

To find out how you can reach 
100,000 discernable hifi buyers 

ring Jennifer Phillips 

(071) 917 7643 

BIRMINGHAM 

Norman H. Field �t-?7t 
Consultants for Home High Fidelity 
• B & W •rho,eos 

I 
NADI • Denon • Tannoy 

• Castle • Yamaha 
• Dual • Kenwood 
• Mordaunt-Short 
• Technics 

Two-year guarantee 
Private Listening Rooms 

HURST STREET 
BIRMINGHAM 85 4BJ 

Telephone: 021-622 2323 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 

H azlemere Audio 
CONSULTANTS 

Our aim is to help music lovers increase their 
enjoyment of music in their homes. 
To listen to some of the world's finest audio 
equipment plese call 

High Wycombe (0494) 437892 
ART AUDIO. BASIS. CARY. CONRAO. JOHNSON. GAAHAM. LFD. 

LUMLEY REFERENCE. MICROMEGA. NOTTINGHAM AUDIO. 

ORTOFON. SO ACOUSTICS. TEAC. TRANSFIGURATION 

...... � 
01-494 531682 

CAMBRIDGE 

University Audio 
MAIN AGENTS FOR: 

LINN • ATC • MERIDIAN • QUAD 
• ROTEL • DENON • B&O • etc 

3DEMOROOMS 

TELEPHONE: 0223 354237 
FACSIMILE: 0223 322079 

DARLINGTON 

lff.,f EXPERIENCE 
Mission • Cyrus • Denon • Arcam • KEF • NAD 
• Audiolab • Musical Fidelity • Quad • Marantz 
• Meridian • Tannoy • Thorens • TDL • Yamaha 

• Rotel • Rogers • Sony, etc 

SANG & OLUFSEN SOUND & VISION CENTRE DOL BY DSP 
HOME CINEMA SPECIALISTS 

Britain's Top Specialist 
1-fi-Fi Store 

17 Coniscliffe Road, 
DARLINGTON 

DL3 7EE 
Help line 0325 481418 

EDINBURGH 

RUSS ANDREWS HI- FI 
34 Northumberland Street, Edinburgh. 

Telephone: 031 557 1672 

Linn, Nairn, Rega, Arcam, Rotel, Marantz, 

Nakamichi, Quad, Creek, Yamaha. 

Demonstrations. 

iiitiiij Open 10.00am-5.30pm, Sat 10.00am-5.00pm iiitiiij 
Closed Monday. 

ESSEX 

ftJLhew -� Osborne 
Akai • Alphason • Arcam* • B&W • Bang & Olufsen • Base • Celes1ion • 

Dual• Harrnan Kardon • Kenwood • Quad* • Marantz • Mordaunt-Short • 

NAD • Nakamichi* • Pioneer • Ruark • Sony • \Vharfedale • Yamaha • 

* Epping ami Saffron Walden only 

148 HIGH STREET • EPPING • TEL: (0992) 574242 
26 KING STREET • SAFFRON WALDEN • ESSEX • TEL: (0799) ;23728 
70 SOUTH STREET BISHOP'S STORTFORD • HERTS • TEL: (0279) 656401 

HERTFORDSHIRE 



Dealer Guide 
HERTFORDSHIRE 

Aiwa, Arcam, Aura, Bose, 8&\111, Canon, Cerwin Vega, 
Denon, jamo, JPW, Ken wood, Marantz, Mission. 

NAD, Philips, Pioneer, Rogers, Rote!, Sennheiser, 
Tannoy, Target, Technics, T horens, Wharfedale. 

O% CREDIT AVAILABLE • FREE LOCAL DELIVERY 
12 YEARS SOUND ADVICE LASERDISC 

FRIENDLY PROFESSIONAL AI1VICI' 
WATFORD (0923) 226 169 

15 CHARTER PLACE, HI!,H STR� �.I, W ATHJRJJ 

Easy Parking 

ARCAM .CYRUS DEN ON KEF LINN PROAC QUAD 
REGA YAMAHA SONY NAIM ROKSAN 

HIGHLANDS 

• MISSION • DE NON • ROTEL • PIONEER • SONY • KEF • TEAC • 

• WHARFEDALE • CELEST ION • JAMO • MUSICAL FIDELITY • MARANTZ • 

LISTENING FACILITIES AVAILABLE 
FOR ALL THE BEST IN HI·FI 

Contact: 
THE MUSIC STATION 

49 Church Street, Inverness. Tel: (0463) 225523 

HUMBERSIDE 

Lend us your ears and 
we'll blow your mind .. 
Audio lm1ovations, B & W, Celestion, Cy rus, 

Denon, Kenwood, Kef, Marantz, Michell, 
Mission, Meridian, Mordaunt-Short, NAD, 

Nakamichi, Phi lips, Pioneer, Panasonic, Quad, 
Rote!, Sony, Tannoy, Technics, Wadia 

and more. 

Audition the very best at South Humberside's 
premier Hi-Fi dealer. 

2-4 EDWARD STREET (Off Pasture St.) 
GRIMSBY. TEL: (0472) 351391 

IRELAND 

55 Main St Blackrock Co Dublin Ter 2689449/2888477 
Fax 2834887- Open Tue/Sat 10am-6pm. Thur/Fri 'till 9pm 

Closed Monday 

KENT 

• ELECTRICAL 
DISCOUNT 
CENTRE 

SALES & SERVICE 

.JVC AJCAI 
Technics 

®PIONEER 
B&W jamo 

·---.... -•z& 
plus many more ... 

BRANCHES AT 
The Broad\Nay. 

Bexelyheath, Kent. 

Tel: (081) 298 7880. 

Fax: (0474) 535 937 

138 Pelham Ad, 

Gravesend� Kent 

Tel: (0474) 326600 

(0474) 569601 

LANCASHIRE 

� ij_I*'FI fJPCCIAU.ff 
M�� I TECHNICS I SONY I PION EER 

1-----1 I PANASONIC I KENWOOD I DUAL 

I AIWA I CASTLE I QUAD IB&W I MARANTZ 

I SPENDOR I THORENS I ARCAM I ROTEL 

I WHARFEDALE I DENON I YAMAHA I TANNOY 

I PHILIPS CD I CELESTION ·I ROGERS 

I MORDAUNT SHORT I MONITOR AUDIO I JPW 

I TDL I AND MANY MORE 

t BIG DI SCOUNT t TWO YE AR GU ARANTEE ON HI-FI t 
t FREE HOME INSTALLATION t EXCELLENT COMPARATOR 
DEM ONSTRATIONS t PRIVATE L I STENING ROOM t 

CHORLEY (0257) 271935 
---- 54 CHAPEL STREET, CHORLEY 

LEICESTERSHIRE 

MAX MUSIC! 
QUALITY AUDIO SYSTEMS 

' 11 
An alternative solution for the serious music lover 

inc ATC AVI etc 
Eve/Home Dem & Pt ex facilities 

Leicester 0858 545416 (Evening calls welcome) 

LIVERPOOL & WIRRAL 

Finance 

16 COOK STREET 
LIVERPOOL L29RF 

e 051 227 5007 

plus many more 

We sell great l-li-Fi & 
�crve excellent coffee 

··our aim is vour 
tora! sati.\fac.Iion" 

LONDON 

SERVING LONDON 
FROM BATTERSEA 

ORANGES 
&LEMONS 
071 �924 2040/3665 
61/63 WEBBS ROAD, SWIL 

27 BOND STREET, EALING WS � 081 567 8703 
ACOUSTIC ENERGY, AMC, APOLLO, AUDIOLAB, AURA, B&O, B&W, CANON, CASTLE, 

CHORD, DENON, DUAL, EVOLUTION, JPW, KEF, MARANTZ, MICROMEGA, MISSION, 

MONITOR AUDIO, MUSICAL FIDELITY, NAD, NAKAMICHI, ONIX, OUAO, REL, ROGERS, 

ROTEL, ROYO, SOUND STYLE, SYSTEMDEK, TARGET, TEAC, THORENS, VAN DEN HUL 

Two demonstration rooms. Free local delivery & installation. 
Repairs & Service. Closed Wednesday 

lff·Ff EXPERIENCE 
Mission • Cyrus • De no n • Arcam • KEF • NAO 
• Audiolab • Musical Fidelity • Quad • Marantz 
• Meridian • Tannoy • Thorens • TOL • Yamaha 

• Rotel • Rogers • Sony, etc 

BANG & OLUFSEN SOUND & VISION CENTRE DOLBY DSP 
HOME CINEMA SPECIALISTS 

MANCHESTER 

.......... --===-. ..........- c:::::> IL.J 
�� ........ �---­
� -===- -===- c::::::> � .:::::11> 
r"''I C> t  t <>  l i :s t -e- 1""11 t C>  

EQUIPMENT BV ABSOLUTE SOUNDS, AUDIO INNOVATIONS SUGDEN ·
�:;;�L

�6i..lr i
XJ!f5bp.';',���

A�H�f!K 
cou

��:i:R.fJ>��TR��;'l_��::���I-EAs, 
By appointment only 

HI Fl CHOICE 
IJOUr No. 1 9uide 
to buiJintJ HI Fi 
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WEST MIDLANDS 

AUDIO EQUIPMENT FROM LEADING AND SPECIALIST BRANDS ON TWO FLOORS FOR YOU TO LISTEN AND CHOOSE FROM 
• 3 Demonstration Rooms 

• Home Trials 

• Home Cinema- lnstore Demonstration Theatre 

• Audio Visual Equipment 

• Evening Demonstrations by appointment 

• lnhouse Service Department 

• Mail Order Available 

C::INEIVIA 

P=il 

• I� Free Credit on Selected Items (Apr. 0%- Written details on request) 

NORFOLK 

�� 
���: 

Basically Sound of Norfolk 
STOCKISTS OF LEADING HI-FI 

The Old School 
School Road 
Bracon Ash 

Norfolk 
Tel: (0508) 570829 

Aiii 
Acoustic Energy, Arcam, Audio Alchemy, Audiolab, 
Creek, Denon, Epos, Heybrook, Micromega, Nairn, 

Nakamichi, Rote!, Royd, TDL, and others. 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 

THE AUDIO SHOP 
Appoillled stockists of:-

DENON, ROTEL, MARANTZ, MOTH, 
JPW, PROJECT, PHILIPS 

Full ntnge of ac,essories available. No ::t(lpts rc<(uired. Ser\'i4.'e dept. 

Fret insh1llation. Home trials. Ql)t.:n �'Ion-Sat 9-5.30. Wrds 1}-12.30 

Six Hill Street Raunds, Northamptonshire 
Telephone: 0933 622325 

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 

•• ��;.{�,!�i��e�!r� 
A fresh approach to the World of Specialist Hi-Fi 

3 Demo Rooms inc. Home Cinema 
Pink A. Audio Research, Micromega. SME. Meridian, Audion, CR 
Developments, Alchemist, Rotei!Michi, NVA, Ruark, Martin 
Logan, Monitor Audio, SO Michell, Lumley, Creek, Sonus Faber, 
Oenon, Celestion, d.p.a. Jamo, Ortofon. Base + much more. 

Friendly service and advice in relaxed surroundings. 
First- Time Buyer to High End Enthusiasts 

EASY ACCESS FREE PARKING 

16-18A Eld on Street, Tuxford, Nr. Newark, Notts NG22 OLH 
Telephone (0777) 870372 Facsimile (0777) 870437 

a ream 

bose 

denon 

epos 

heybrook 

OXFORDSHIRE 

linn products
·. 

meridian 

mission 

naim audio 

nakamichi 

quad 

yam a ha 

SHROPSHIRE 

SHROPSHIRE HI-FI 
THE HI·FI AND AUDIOVISUAL SPECIALIST 

AUDIO TECHNICA, DELTEC, DENON, DUAL, INFINITY, 
KENWOOD, MARANTZ, MORDAUNT SHORT, MUSICAL 

FIDELITY, MONITOR AUDIO, ORTOFON, PIONEER, 
PROAC, QED, ROTEL, SONY, E S, TANNOY, TARGET, 
TEAC, THORENS, TOWNSHEND, WHARFEDALE, ETC. 

2 Demonstration Rooms, Free Parking, 
Free installation, Repairs, Credit Available. 

SHROPSHIRE HI-FI , ST. MICHAEL'S 
STREET, SHREWSBURY 0743 232065 

SMC GROUP 

STRATFORD 

You can come and visit us at: 

25 HENLEY STREET, 
STRATFORD CV37 6QW 

Contact Dirk or Jamie on: 

Tei/Fax No. (0789) 414533 

We are stockists of the leading 
HiFi brands including: 

ARCAM, SONY, P A NASONIC, NAKAMICHI, B&W, 

PIONE ER, TECHNICS, DENON, NAO, MARANTZ, AOTEL, 

MUSICAL FIDELITY, MONITOR AUDIO, MISSION, TANNOY, 

ONKYO, KEF , QUAD, TOL & SENNHEISER, YAMAHA, 

C E L ESTION, ACOUSTIC RESEARCH, AUDIOOU EST, 

MONSTER, TARGET, BE Y ER, SYSTEMDEK 

0% Finance is available on selected products 
and all maj or credit cards accepted. 

We also have a Demonstration Room and Service Facilities. 

Monday to Saturday 9.30- 5.30. 
Late night Wednesday 

"Where friendl1J service stiUs counts!" 

SUFFOLK 

SURREY 

Grandix Sound & 
V1 si on 

71 HIGH STREET, NEW MALDEN, SURREY 
TELEPHONE: {081) 336 0012 

AVI, ATC. Audoo lnnovatoons, Tube lechnology. 
Exposure. Micromega. Ruark. Rogers. REL. 

Mclntosh. llarman. Marantz. ProJeCt, TDL. 
Nakamochi. Kenwood, Aiwa, JBL, Cabletall<. 

Whorfdale, Sansu1. and many more 

TWO DEMO ROOMS, FREE PARKING, HOME DEMOS 

��!!!�.f!!!!!L -·· 

GODSTONE (0883)744755 
MUSICAL FIDELITY 

QUAD • JPW 

AUDIOLAB • BOSE 

REL • TDL • KEF 

TUBE TECHNOLOGY 

TANNOY • DENON 

NAKAMICHI 

THORENS • TARGET 

MARANTZ • MICHELL 

SENNHEISER 

BEYER HEADPHONES 

SOUND ORGANISATION 

SOUND TRIPODS 

VAN DEN HUL CABLES 

SUSSEX 

.... 

WORTHING AUDIO 
20 Tc"illc Cat c. W. Sussex. UN II IUA Tcl : (0903) 21213J 

71Jefriendfy shop with the best sound systems in the South. 

Friendly advice • 3 yr guarantees • easy parking 

Open Mon-Sm I Oam-6pm Lne night Wed 7:30pm 

Agenicies include: Arcam. £rposure . .IPW. Naim Audio. 

J\1/amnt:_, Ore/le. Orixin LiFe. l?uark. Audio Tee/mica. 

Target, TDL, 7i·ipod, Ki11shall' Electronics and many more. 

WEST SUSSEX 

PHASE 3 HIFI 
THE SOUTH'S LEADING HI-FI SPECIALISTS 

Listening Ro01ns • Dl•dicalt>d '1-lornc Cinema' Dcmtlnslration Rnom 

ADCOM • ARCA�·I • B&W • CASTLE•CELESTIO:\' • DE/\'0:\' 

HEYBROOK • KEF • REFEREXCE • KES'WOOD ·LEXICON· .\·IARANTZ 

�IERIDIAX • .\IONITOR AUDIO • S'AO • SHEARNE • SPENDOR • TANNOY 

THORE:'\'S • YA,\IAHA • mdudmg aii"Home Cinema· produch 

215 TARRING HOAD. WORTIIINC, WEST SUSSEX BNI I 41-1\\' 
� TELF.PI-IONE: (O<JOJJ 2�5577 � 

MERRY CHRISTMAS and HAPPY NEW YEAR 

from THE HI-FI CHOICE TEAM 
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Hi Fi 
IT'S A STRANGE PARADOX 

the more enlightened you become 
the harder it is to choose 

AE, Audiolab, Beyer, Harman-Kardon, JBL, KEF, Kenwood, 

Marantz, Michel, Mission, Monitor-Audio, Mordaunt-Short, 

Nakamichi, Pickering, Pink Triangle, Pioneer, Quad, 

Rogers, Systemdek, Tannoy, Technics & lots more 

With so many brands available, even an experienced 
Hi-Fi nut needs help nowadays ... 

We can give that help with qualified and experienced 
staff who can give a thoroughly professional analysis 
of your needs ... and not just advice but consult us 
on prices too, for a nice surprise ... be it £300 or 
£3,000 our aim is to offer the best value for money 
possible ... backed up by a full2 years guarantee on 
all Hi-Fi products we recommend plus ... Interest 
Free Credit', 4 demonstration studios (3 by 
appointment), superb showrooms and over 25 years 
experience to help you make the right choice. 

Vickers Hi-Fi 
High Fidelity Specialists est 1967 

24 Gillygate York 
York(0904)629659 

•written details on request 

CARTRIDGES 

� 1\!��!Mv��R!P 
MAKE ITEM CARTRIDGE STYLUS 
Audio AT95 E £21.00 £12.50 

Technics AT110 E £26.50 £16.00 

AToC 5 £110.00 £90.00' 
De non DL110 £65.00 £52.00' 

DL160 £85.00 £68.00' 

DL304 £180.00 £155.00' 
Gold ring 1012 GX £58.00 £38.00 

1022 GX £76.00 £49.00 

1042 £94.00 £61.00 
Ortofon 510 £29.00 £19.00 

520/520 p £49.50 £36.00 

530 £76.00 £57.00 
MC1 Turbo £54.00 £45.00' 
MC3 Turbo £99.00 £82.50" 

MC10 Super £76.00 £65.00' 

MC15 Super £99.00 £82.50' 

MC1 0 Supreme £200.00 £150.00' 

SWISS QUALITY DIAMOND STYLI PRICE 
ADC R20 XE, QLM34/36, XLM Ill £12.50 

D ual DN145/155/165E,DN149 S £12.50 

Otofon FF15NMS10/20 Ell, OM/P20 £12.50 
Shure N44 E, N70 EJ, N75 ED/EJ T2 £10.00 

N55 E, N95 ED/EJ,N1 05 ED £12.50 

• Exchange an)' \JC (other tvpesa\ailablc) • 

MANTRA AUDIO mm 
22 (; \Rlll A\ F.Nl E. "'ORTIIIlllfFIEI.D, SFI.IIY Y08 7RP 

TELEPHONE (0757) 288652 

To find out more about 
advertising in the finest 

HiFi magazine in the world, 
call Jennifer Phillips 
on (071) 917 7643 

YORKSHIRE 

Wouldn't it be nice to find a retailer that was acting on your behalf 

• UNPARALLED ASSISTANCE 

• SUPERB EQUIPMENT rat:;�E h� •=nf�elc�ome to . . .  

STUDIOS Pro Logic Home Cinema demonstrations from the experts 

• HONEST ADVICE 

Highquality systemsfrom£15,000to£500 0% INTEREST FREE CREDIT AVAILABLE 
STEMFOORT. RUARK. ABSOLUTE SOUNDS. IMPULSE. SUGDEN SUNNYFIELDS i:iiij 
CONRAD • JOHNSON • PROAC • MARTIN LOGAN • SME • MICHELL DONCASTER � GYRODEC • TEAL CD & TAPE • REL • PROJECT • CR DEVELOPMENTS 
ART AUDIO VALVES • YAMAHA DSP HOME CINEMA • HEYBROOK (0302) 781387 A 
HARBETH • MONITOR AUDIO • KINSHAW • STAX • ORTOFON • GOLDRING Monday to Fr1day 10am to Bpm • Saturday 10am to 6pm 

Moorgate Acoustics Hi·Fi 

--...... 
Frustrated and confused? 
Call in and get some help and advice from a company 
that cares enough abouts its customers to put them first. 
184 Fitzwilliam St., Sheffield. Tel: (0742) 756048 
8 Westgate Chambers, Rotherham. Tel: (0709) 370666 

REVOX SERVICING 

REV OX SERVICE 
A77, 877, PR99 

For fully guaranteed professional service 
and repairs, call RamTek. 

Tel: (081) 207 6159. Fax: (081) 953 1118 
Suite 33, Kinetic CentJ·e, T heobald 

Street, Borehamwood, Herts WD6 4SE 

MULTIROOM INSTALLER 

<Boel-Jd ilJlueic 2lubio 
The Service Consultancy Design and 

Professional Installation of Multiroom Audio 

Visual Systems, Satellite, Home Cinema 

Surround, Pro-Logic and THX. 

Call Ooug or Jean 
(0544) 230254 

32A HI GH STREET, KINGTON, HEREFORDSHIRE 

HIFI ACCESSORIES 

KLIPSCH 
Horn loudspeakers - a legend in sound 
for over 50 years, KLIPSCH hi-efficiency 
speakers are used in many studios, top 

hi·fi and stage systems. 
FOR DETAILS CALL 

{021) 430 7817 

Audio Reflections 
DISCOVER ACCURACY IN FIDELITY 

On permanent demonstration exclusivety in Yorkshire and the North East of 
England -ATC: SCM10, SCM20, SCM20 Tower, SCMSOA and SCM100A, 
ATC, AV International, Bryston Amplifiers, Castle York, Chester & Howard. 

Concordant, Chord SPM Power Amplifiers, Equinox, Harbeth Acoustics. 
JPW. Sequence Loudspeakers, Marantz. Michell Gyrodec, Michi, Ortofon 

premier range, Rotel, Sansui reference grade fully balanced DC players and 
integrated amplifiers. SME. Spendor. Target. TEAC. Townshend Seismic 

Sink. QED, van den Hul. The Fairs! & The Second Cables. 
Demonstrations by arrangement in LEEDS, or in your own home without 

obligation. For funher details contact JOHN BLEAKLEY. Phonelfax LEEDS · 
(0532) 528850 (evening calls welcome) 

Pan Exchange and Second Hand Equipment available. 

TEAC® MICHI spendor � 
Pertectty a.t.nold SOUI'Id ..A_. 

I Vi Z"JJ6�:;;-4� 
"t , .. --- �n.,�J � .... Ol:::iJLJGouuJ .ciSANSUI 

ACOU.tlCUQIIWifii:S • I "VINTAGE UNE" 

KIT LOUDSPEAKERS 

WilmslowT Audio 
WIDE RANGE OF HIFI EQUIPMENT 

Drive units and Kit loudspeakers 
ATC. Celestion. Coles. Dynaudio. KEF. Jordan. 

Morel, RCL Peerless. Scanspeak, Seas. Volt. 

Over 30 kits. 4 demonstration rooms. 

No appts necessary. Closed Mondays 

Send for free catalogue. Major Credit Cords accepted 

�;����,�� c?���;;:a�2nesg�d��P�s��� 
Telephone (0565) 650605 Fax (0565) 650080 

Have you heard the REVOLUTIONARY 
fast & detailed Aluminium Anodised -�-�. drivers by Bandor? 

\ : . Transmission Line Kits

-

exploits the 
·- : unrque performances of BANDOR 
I U l SOmm (8") & SOmm (2') dnvers. 
� ' : Brochures ovorloble 
' . 11 PENFOLD COTTAGE, PENFOLD . . LANE, HOLMEA GREEN, BUCKS . 

HP15 6XR. TEL: {0494) 714 058 

AUDIO CABLES 

Custom Made 
STUDIO QUALITY CABLES 

7 Day Money Back Guarantee 
Pro-Logic/Home Cinema Cables 

Individually made for your equipment 
PLEASE WRITE OR PHONE FOR DETAILS 

���� ���!= =��� 
TEL/FAX 0733 897379 

49 BISHOPS ROAD 
PETERBOROUGH 

PE1 5AP 



Classic Choice 
QUALITY SECOND HAND H 1-FI 

In' 
CHOICE!/ 

081 568 8808 
Equipment bought or part exchanged. 

Full demonstration facility by appointment. 

Major credit cards are accepted. 

9.3Qam to 8.00pm 7 days 

Audio Innovations 2nd Audio m'blocks 2A3. 82 ..... as new ... £1595 
Audio lnllOvations 1st Audio Stereo 25 watt class A .. as new .. £850 
Audio lnoovations 1st Audio Stereo 75 wan class A.. as new .. £850 
Aud io Research 0115 pwr (Silver) m/sh . as new___ .. £995 
Audio Research 0115 Stereo pwr (silver) ..... . mint condition . £995 
Audio Research 070 Mkll Stereo Pwr .. mint condition . £795 

Audio Innovations S 1000 monoblocks ... m/sh .. . .. £895 

NestoroVIC A 1 Valve m'blocks 150 watt ...... m1nt condi!IOn ... £1995 
Mark Levmson 23.5/26 .. ... . .. ........ .. .... m'sh ............. ......... £5.500 
Aud10 3008 Silver Kmght monoblocks .. mmt condition . ...... . £1695 
Quicksilver monoblocks valve ... ........... mm! condition ... ... £1495 
Conrad Johnson MF200 Stereo pwr .... mint condition .£795 
Krell KMA 100 Mkll monoblocks ....... .. mmt condition ........ £1895 
Conrad Johnson Prem 11 ........ ........... m'sh... £2. 250 
MUSICal Fidelity P150 Mkt ........... mmt condition .£295 
Krell KSA 250 Stereo Power .... .... ...... mtnt condition ....... £2850 
NAG 401$ Stereo power... . .... ...... mmt condition ... . .  £4500 
NVA 40 Stereo power amp .................. very good condition .. £295 
Jadis Defy 7, Stereo pwr, new valves .. mint condition ... ...... £3500 
Audio Research SP9 Mkll phonOiline .. mint condition .. . . £995 
Aragon4004. .nv'sh. . ........ £895 
Audio Research SP14 phonolline, blk ... minl condition ........ £1595 
Audio Research SP15 Mkll, black. two OOx, phonolline 
mint conditiOn... . ....... £3500 
LFD LSIIine only. . .. ... mint condition. .£495 
Beard 88101 ............... ........... ............ m/sh ...................... . £995 
MOD Squad de lux line dnve pass1ve pre... .£450 
Counterpoint SAT line/phono . .... ....... .... .......................... . £895 
Cadence Pre 2 power MA2 valve m'blocks . ... x-demo.' . £1995 
Exposure XI, pre amp, IX pro power supply IV power amp 
mint condition ........ ..................... ... ................. ......... .. .. ... £1395 
Unison Research Simply 2 ................... as new... .. .£895 

2 x Lmx Pulsar Power Amps Unx Vega Pre·amp .. ................ £995 
Musical F1dehty P150/P3B .................... mint condition .......... £450 
Rega El1cit... ..... .. mint condition .......... £495 
Albarry PPI Intergrated . ........................ very good cond1t1on .£295 
Unn Mavik (inc. phone stage) . ............. as new... . . .. £395 
Wadia 7+9 Transport+ Oac with individual power supply 
as new... ...£15,995 
Mart<. Levmson 30/31 Dac + Transport ..... mint condition . £14,995 
Meridian 200/203 Train!Dac... .. . mint condition £695 
Wadia 8 CD Transport ......... ........ ....... mint condition ... ..... £1995 
Meridian 2068 CO Player .. .. . ... mint condition .......... £595 
DPA T1/PDM1 Mkll Transport Dac . mint condition. .£1899 
Audio Note Dac 3 Signature ... ... ....... ... as new .... ............... £1995 
Meridian 602 Dac latest spec ............... as new ..................... £850 
Nairn CDi Cd Patyer ... . ...... mint condition ........ £1200 
Sonus Faber Minima Amators ............. m/sh . ................. .... . £1195 
Sonus Faber Amators .......................... m/sh . ....... ........... .... £1600 
Quad ESL 63 ...................... ...... ......... m/sh ...... ... ..... ........ £1595 
ATC SCM 100A...... . m/sh . .. .. ... £3500 
ATC SCM 50A .................................. ... m/sh ....................... £2500 
Linn Keltiks . mint condition ...... £3295 
Celestion SL600 Si + Stds .. .... ....... ... mint condition .. ........ £595 
Mission 753 black. . . .. . .. mint condition .. .... £550 
Impulse H2's ........... ...... .... ..... ......... .... .... ........ ............ ........ £'1450 
Audio Static ESJOO P1ano, black .... ..... mint condition ........ £2995 

TDL Reference Monitors .. ....... ........... as new ....... .... .... .. .. £'1795 
Nairn SBL's passive or active. black ..... mtn\ c't1on .. .. . £1100/1300 
tnlinity tRS BIT A loudspeaker system Brazilian Rosewood 
mint condition.. . ... £4995 
Magne·Pianar 2·5R, beige... . .. mint condition .. .. £1 295 
Linn Sara +Stands... .. mint condition . £200 
Totem+ Foundation stnds, boxed ....... mint condition .... . £895 
SO Acoustics SOS, boxed... ... mint condition ........ . £850 
Proac Response Ill, black ash.. ... mint condition ........ £1800 
Sonus Faber Extrema Original Stnds, boxed ..... mint c'ion. £4250 
Snell Type Jll's +stands ...................... mini condition ........ . £650 
Koetsu 80th Anniversary, boxed .......... mint condition .... £1600 
Van den Hul MC!.. .. .. mini condition . ....... £300 
Nottingham Analogue Tracer ..... ..... as new ..... .............. £350 
VPI HW 19 Mklll and Power Supply ... mmt condition ........ ... £995 
Alphason Symphony& HR tOO S·MCS + Atlas Pwr SupPy. ptano black£1495 
Voyd, Vald�Orion/PSW ... .. .. m/sh.. . ... £750 
Burmester 838 phono stage (variable sensitivity).. .. . .... £450 
Audio Innovations 51000 stop up ......... m/sh .. ....... ...... ...... £350 
Classic Vlave Head Amp + PSV ... .... mini condition . . .. . £350 
SME Series V. .. .. ..... ....... .... .... as new ..... ............... £795 
Michei iSOfHera .. ...... ............ .... . .. m/sh. . .... £350 
Roksan Xerxes.IAB250/XPS2 ....... ..... vgc . .. ....... .... ........ . £500 

TESSERAC RANGE ON PERMANENT DEMONSTRATION- PLEASE CALL 

EX-DEMONSTRATION & SECONDHAND SALE HEATHERDALE AUDIO LTD 
Quad 606 power amp . 

Quad FM4 tuner 

.£450 Michell Gyrodec psu .... .. £85 

. £299 · · · · · · · · · · · .£220 Harbeth HL Compact loudspeakers . 
Quad 34 pre-amp 

Quad FM3 tuner 

.............. £220 
9 LFD lnt "0" (Phono) int amp ....... £52 

.. £75 

Chord SPM 800 power amp ... £1399 Sansui AV S/Sound amp ..... 

Celestion SL600si ldspkrs inc stnds .£450 Origin Live OL2 loudspeakers 

.£499 

.£450 

... £399 

......... £250 

... £100 

.......... £60 

Acoustic Energy AE l loudspeakers 

DNM 3A6 pre-amp .... 

.£400 Spendor S20 loudspeakers . 
. .£650 

Arcam Alpha 2 int amp . . . .£100 
M01·daunt Short S50 (hi-wired) .£150 

QED discsaver phono stage .......... £25 

Rogers LS7/t loudspeakers 

NAD 7240/PE tuner/amp 

Sony COP 550 CD Player 

FOR NEW EQUIPMENT SEE US IN THE DEALER GUIDE UNDER LINCOLN 

"""'"so� ... s .. �� '';,"��"'""' '""'' """" 

Can't find what you 
are looking for . .  ? 

THE HI Fl EXCHANGE 

TRADE IN YOUR OLD MOVING COIL(S) FOR A BRAND NEW ONE. THE AMOUNTS 
SHOWN IN BRACKETS ARE WHAT YOU CAN SAVE COMPARED WITH THE 
NORMAL SELLING PRICE. PLEASE PHONE OR WRITE FOR EXACT PRICES. THE 
EXACT PRICE WILL DEPEND ON HOW MANY AND WHAT TYPE OF CARTRIDGE 
YOU WISH TO TRADE IN. MOVING MAGNETS CANNOT BE TRADED IN. 

I can also supply: 
Conrad Johnson 

Kuzma 
Benz Licro 

Muse 

Wheaten Music 

M'Cormack 

Expressive Technologies 

E.A.D. 

CARTRIDGES 
ORTOFON 
AUDIO TECHNICA 
DYNAVECTOR 
GOLDRING 
ARCAM 
STANTON 

Clearaudio 
"In my introduction, t described the Clearaud•o Signature's performance 

as stunning. lt's the only word that does this cartridge justice." 

Chris Beeching, HiFi News & BB. Aug 94 
WE HAVE THREE COMFORTABLE DEMONSTRATION 

LOUNGES WHERE YOU CAN AUDITION 
CLEAAAUDIO • AUDIONOTE • KRELL • AUDIO RESEARCH • KLIPSCH • MARTIN LOGAN • 

SONUS FABER • AGOGEE • THETA • SME • COPLAND • VOYD • MAGNEPLANAR • 
LUMLEY "HERENCE • CREEK • ROTEL • EMF • HEYBROOK • CAT • BASIS • LUMLEY 

MONITOR • MAGNUM/DYNALAB • GRAHAM and much rnorc 

THIS MONTHS PRE-OWNED BARGAINS 
Magnum Reference 300 pre-amp.£325 

��&���n�:��r���� !����j� ··::·::::f��� 
Audio Innovations 1000 pre-amp .£995 
Audio Innovations 200 power amp .. £295 
Audio Innovations 300 lnt. amp ... £375 
Unn LP12 .. ......... ... ..... . . ... . ..... ..... £395 
Wadia X 32 DAC.. . £795 
Sony 702 DAC .... ....... .... .. .. ...... . £795 
Magneplanar Tympani IV 5pe akers.£2495 
Musical Fidelity Al 00 Power amp .£250 
Musical Fidelity T1 FM Tuner ........ £250 
Audio Research SP9 (Black) ......... £ 1 895 
linn LP1l/SME/O".MClO ""·ge £795 

Audionote AN] speake rs ............... £650 
Apogee Centaur Minor loudspeakers ... £995 
Nairn 32.5 pre-amp . .................... £225 
TDL Reference Monitors ...... ...... £ 1200 
Linn Sara Speaker ......................... £275 
Diamond Acoustiu Ref.2' inc stand>..£1295 
Meridian 605 mo no amps (pair) ..... .. £995 
Meridian CD208 CD P!ayer/pre.amp ... £995 
S&W 802 Pro. monitors (ne-.v/boxed) .. £1500 
Nakamichi lOOOZXlcas�tte dec�(rare)£2500 
MagnepanSMGb�aken(newunopened) .. £795 
Alon 2 reference monitors .. ..... .. . £ 1200 

V! SA SWITCH MASTER CARD WELCOME 
WE TAKE PART EXCHANGE ON NEW & USED STOCK 

TEL: (0903) 872288 or (0860)660001 after hours 
FAX' (0903) 872234 

202 Findon Road, Worthing, W. Sussex BN14 OEJ 

OTHER MODELS £POA 
BEY ER 
DT911 £170 
DT901 £155 
IRS890 £155 
IRS790 £140 
DT811 £140 
DT801 £119 
OTHER MODELS £POA 

1::115 
£POA 

TEST CASSETTES, 
CD'S & RECORDS 

Whether buying or selling Audiophilie 
equipment register your requirements 
with us now. All enquiries are entered on 
our sophistica ted database where 
equipment ma tching ta kes place. A 
complete catalogue of equipment wanted 
and for sale, available weekly, is free* to 
anyone both here and abroad. The "Hi Fi 
Exchange" is continually updated and is 
the mo st comprehensiv e source of 
second hand and x-d emo equipment 
anywhere. 

• First issue free to advertisers 

Subscriptions available by post 

TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME 

Whether selling or buying pre-owned audio, 

dealing in mail order, or specialising in vintage hi-fi, 

G/ass1c G.hoice is the only choice. 

CHOICE Too 
(081) 568 8808 

To advertise your business, 

call Jennifer Phillips on (071) 917 7643 



Reader Classified 
ALBARRY AP4 activejpassive pre-amplifier (£350), 
£220 ono. Quart 45X headphones (£50), £35. 
Crewe (0270) 586759 after 7pm. 

APOLLO Aria four-tier equipment stand, two 
available. Denon DR-M12 cassette deck, boxed. 
instructions. light use, recent service, offers. 
Reading(0734) 511071 

ARCAM ALPHA 3. Little used, boxed, £80. 
Thorens TD321, Linn 1<9, £100, Magnepan SMGa, 
need attention. £80. E Sussex (0273) 305176 

ARCAM DELTA 270 CD player. Boxed and as new. 
£600 ono. Gwent (0633) 865255 

AUDIO INNOVATIONS Second Audio triode valve 
monoblocks (2A3) VGC (£3,000 new) and Series 
200 valve pre-amp (£400 new). Can demo, £1,395 
pair. Berks (0628) 788502/(0836) 268050 !an 

AUDIO INNOVATIONS 200 MC preamp, £220. 
Audio Innovations 800 transformer. £80. Linn 
interconnect, £20. Four 2A3 Gold Dragon valves. 
£60. Hants(0705) 523192 

AUDIOLAB 8000A. Boxed as new, guaranteed for 
over one year, £350. Edgware 081-951 4197 

AUDIOLAB 8000A/II £350, Micromega Logic £230, 
Mission 751{farget HS24 £270, Rega Planar 3/Elys 
and wall mount £280. One year old, boxed, mint. 
Woking (0483) 751550 Dave. 

AUDIO LAB 8000P power amplifier. Immaculate 
condition, boxed, with extended warranty. 
Upgrade forces sale. Offers? Kent (0622) 871478 

AUDIO NOTE AN/J speakers. Brand new. black, 
boxed. Cost £799 new- will accept £399 ono. 
London 071-730 2321 

B&W 802F special rosewood speakers, £695; 
Quad FM4 tuner, £200; Tandberg 3004 cassette 
deck. Cost £1,385, first £395, all immaculate. 
Clwyd (0745) 570708 

CAMBRIDGE C02 CD player. Superb sound and 
ideal for clocking/adding DAC. £125 no offers. 
Cambs(0480) 460502 

CHORD SPM1000B power amp. three months 
old, £2,000. Buyer collects. Bradford (0274) 
390026 Tarik 

DENON 0100 system, £400. Spendor LS3/5a/ 
Audio-Pro B1-20 subwoofer, £575. Slate Audio 
glass platter, £25. Walker CJ55/SME IllS, damper, 
spare CA-1, extras. less plinth cover. £50. 
Dyfed (0834) 812167 Evenings. 

DPA DSP 50S preamp, phono stage and power 
supply, £625. LFD PAl power amp, £425. Creek 
T40 tuner, £100. N London 081-888 6902, Simon. 

HARMAN-KARDON HK1400 amp. Immaculate 
condition. boxed, under warranty, £250. Tyne & 
Wear 091-416 0766 

LINN lsobarik speakers inc stands and 2m Nairn 
NAC4 cable. £690 ono. Arcam Black Box 5, £250. 
Linn Sondek LP12, Ittok, blk, 1991, mint, £750. 
Swansea (0792) 280061 

LINN LP12/Ittok{Asaka (1987/88/90). £625; Linn 
LK280 (1990), £375; various magazines. 1970s 
onwards - offers? Northampton (0604) 403947 
after 7pm 

LINN LP12/Ittok{froika, Nairn 42.5/140, Monitor 
Audio 852, plus stands, cables and quantity of 
LPs, £1,500 ono. Chesterfield (0246) 434453 

MERIDIAN 208 CD player and preamp. £425. 
Meridian 0600 Digital Active Loudspeakers, 
£650. All boxed with manuals. South Bucks 

(0494) 875902 

MERIDIAN MCD CD player, £80. Decca London 
Export arm, £60. Linn K18 cartridge, new, £100. 
Audio Technica OC5 cartridge, £50. Ortofon 
MC10 Super cartridge, £25. Coral MC81 car­
tridge, £20 new. Coral MC88 cartridge. £15. 
Gravesend(0474) 704382 

MISSION 753. rosewood. 11 months old. Mint 
condition. boxed, £550. Tayside (0738) 813140 

MISSION Cyrus 2 power amp with PSX power 
supply. £180 ono Brighton (0273) 305176 

MOREL Bassmaster 602 loudspeakers with More! 
stands (£1,250 new), £750. QED Vector Reference 
r{c preamp (£400 new), £295. Linx Theta tuner 

(£475 new), £200. Albarry S508 power amp (£500 
new), £275. All ono. Bucks (0296) 713311 

MUSICAL FIDELITY The Preamp cfw optional MM 
phono board and bridged Typhoon power amps. 
Cost £1,025, sell £650. Tayside (0738) 813140 

MUSICAL FIDELITY Preamp 3A, two P140 power 
amplifiers, COT CD player, original T1 tuner, 
£999 including pair Ref 2s (might split). Kent 

(0474) 704382 

MUSICAL FIDELITY A370.2 mint/boxed, £1,400. 
Birmingham 021-377 8469 

NAD 801MM loudspeakers, new pair, £70. 
Vintage speakers, Acoustic Research AR6, £40. 
Kent(0843) 864232 

NAIM 32.5/140 prefpower amplifier, £500. 
W London 081-991 1089 

NAIM NAP135 mono block power amplifiers 
(pair). Old style case. Excellent condition. Can 
deliver, £1,325 ovno. Suffolk (0284) 763853 

NAIM 32 preamp, SNAPS power supply and 250 
power amp. Recently serviced and updated by 
Nairn, £750. Cornwall (0326) 280259 

NAJM 72 preamp. MC boards, mint, £400. Nairn 
HI-CAP, £485 mint. Cheshire 061-437 5819 

NAIM IBL loudspeakers, as new. £450 ono. Can 
deliver Oxford area. Oxon (0491) 612784 

PAIR of Celef PEt loudspeakers £95 and Marant 
CD-873LE CD player, perfect condition. £40. 
Leeds(0532) 504427 

PIERRE LURNE Romance turntable cfw Romeo 
arm, £800. Denon AVC 3020 AV amp, £500. JBL 
HTS1 Plus speakers, £500. All as new, boxed. 
Staffs (0889) 881984 

QUAD 33/405 amplifier. QUAD FM tuner. £250. 
Epos ES14 speakers £350. Leeds (0532) 621383 

QUAD 44 preamp, Quad 306 power amp. 
Excellent condition, £425 ono. Norfolk (0379) 
650722 Ray 

RAYMOND LUMLEY 150 Signature mono block 
valve amplifiers, 150w each. Last price £3,699, 
£1,495 ono. N London 081-804 5646 

REVOX B77 Mk2, with rare remote control and 
manual. Any offers. Surrey (0956) 505026 

ROTEL RCD-965BX CD player, £200 ono. Ken wood 
KA3020 amplifier, £100 ono. Mission Cyrus 780, 
£160 ono. K400, all mint and boxed with 
Atacama SE24, £50 London 071-402 3421 Fred 

ROYD Sapphires. metal stands. Excellent condi­
tion, £120. Cardiff(0446) 772862 

TECHNICS 40W hi-fi system. Tuner, turntable, 
twin cassette, equaliser, CD, speakers, cabinet. 
Cost £1,000, will accept £450. May split. Bucks 

(0494) 762055 

VOYD turntable (Reference bearing and platter), 
£850. Cambridge C02 with Trichord 'Clock 2' 
mod, £150. Birmingham 021-434 4594 Jon 

WADIA 3200T CD transport and x32 D/A convert­
er. Still under warranty. Going vinyl. Best offer 
above £2,300 secures. N London 081-882 3440 
after 5pm 

WANTED Exposure 17 or 19 and 18. Must be 
mint. SW London 081-678 0235 

WANTED remote control for Hinari DK200 music 
centre. Brighton (0273) 688701 

WANTED: Nairn 42.5 preamp, SNAPS and 140 or 
110 power amp. Must be cheap. Also five or four 
shelf hi-fi stand. Mid Glamorgan (0443) 472259 

Place an advert in Hi-Fi Choice for just £5 
All you have to do is write your advert in block capitals on the coupon below. and send it to us at the 
address shown together with a cheque for £5 made payable to Dennis Publishing Ltd. The advert will 
appear for one issue only and must be no more than 30 words long, including your phone number. 
Reader Classifieds are for the use of private individuals only and adverts from dealers will not be 
accepted. All Reader Classified adverts will be printed subject to available space, and Dennis 
Publishing Ltd accepts no liability for the accuracy of the information contained therein, nor any con­
sequence arising from it, nor for any minor typographical errors. We reserve the right to amend or 
refuse adverts at the Editor's discretion. 

Name ................................................................................ . 
Address ............................................................................ . 

.............................................. Tel no ................................. .. 
Please return the completed coupon to: Hi-Fi 

Choice, Reader Classifieds, 19 Bolsover Street, 
London WlP 7HJ. 

Ill I U+Ud 11-H 11 H 11111111111 H 



IHi-Fi Choice Special Offers I 
Choose from our superb new selection of specialist 
recordings 

Choice sounds 
CD Choice 
Classic Years 

for Modern Ears 

Our selected collection of 
CDs are from Robert 

Parker's jazz Classics in 
Digital Stereo. The latest 

digital transfer tech­
niques are used to revi-

talise the sound from 
direct-cut 78rpm discs made 
over half a century ago, the 
result is a clean stereo­
impression of how the giants 
of jazz would have sounded 
in live performances. 
In an exclusive offer to Hi-Fi 
Choice readers. These CDs 

which normally retail for 
£11.99, will be available for 
just £9.99 each until the 
wth February 1995. 

JAZZ CLASSICS 

GreatOJigina!Peifonnances 

1927-1934 
'•., , This revised and expand-

ed album seeks to present a 

cross-section of Fats Wailer's 

abilities as ajazzman- in the 

company of many gifted col­

leagues- and. through digital­

stereo techniques, let us hear how 

he may have sounded in live per­

formance. 

Includes: I'm Crazy 'Bout My Baby, 

Red Hot Dan, I Need Someone Like You 

and many more. 

RPCD623 Jelly-Roll Morton 
The Chicago Years 

Jelly-Roll M01·ton claimed to be 

'the inventor of jazz'. Although this 

was a slight exaggeration. he was most 

certainly one of the great jazz innova­

tors, and is widely regarded as being 

the first serious and successful jazz 
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composer and arranger. TI1is newly 

transferred album is the first of a series 

which will present all ofMorton's most 

im p01·tan t recordings on digital stereo 

recordings, transferred directly fi·om 

mint condition 78rpm master 

pressings. 

Includes: Black Bottom Stomp; 

Smoke-House Blues, Sidewalk Blues 

and more. 

RPCD 624 Duke Ellington 
G1·eat 01iginal Peifonnances 1927-1934 

Duke Ellington has been hailed as 

the greatest single talent to have 

emerged in the history of jazz. 

Throughout the jazz era he was always 

at the forefront of the development of 

Big-Band jazz. This album, now 

enlarged from the original 16 to 22 

tracks, traces his evolution from the 

jazz Age to the Swing Era in a series of 

the new digital stereo transfers from 

the original direct-cut 78 rpm masters. 

ClASSIC YEARS 

RPCD 323 Helen Kane 
Great Original Peifonnances 1928-1930 

HelenKane, the original"Boop-boop­

a-doop" girl was thevery epitome ofthe 

1920s "flapper" with high squeaky 

voice, bobbed hair and short skirt-her 

image was immortalised as the cartoon 

character Betty Boop. In the late 20s, 

He! en proved herself an exceptional 

talent capable of performances of great 

wit, charm and poignancy. She made 

22 recordings between 1928 and 1930, 

and all of the master takes are includ­

ed here - heard for the first time in 

direct-to-digital stereo-impressions. 

RPCD 308 Saucy Songs 
Great Original Peiformances 1928-1938 

Anyone who believes that the 1920s 

and 30s were tame compared with the 

sexy 60s and schizophrenic 70s is in for 

a shock!The18 tracks on this release­

presented by a galaxy of the twentieth 

century's greatest stars of stage, film 

and radio prove otherwise. Be warned! 

These classic performances are not for 

the ears of prudes, faint-hearts or dedi-

cated puritans. Includes: Come Up And 

See Me Sometime, Easy Rider and 

n1ore. 

RPCD 322 Flanagan & Allen 
Great Original Peifonnances 1932-1942 

Flanagan and Alien are regarded 

with considerable affection and this is 

hardly surprising as their jokes and 

songs, whether heard on stage, radio or 

gramophone records, made an incal­

culable contribution to the morale of 

theNation duringWorldWarTwo and 

reverberated throughout the entire 

British Em pi re. This album is in tended 

as a tribute and an explanation to a 

younger generation of the historical 

context of the era and its songs. TI1ese 

are digital transfers from mint 78s. 

Includes: We'll Smile Again, Don't 

Ever Walk in the Shadows and more. 

For further information of Robert 

Parker's full catalogue with track list­

ings please send a stamped addressed 

envelope to COS Records. Ludhill 

Farmhouse, Warter, York Y04 2XVV. 

Vinyl Choice 
Our selection comes from 
Impulse, the UK distributor of 
RCA LIVING STEREO re-issues 
from Classic Records of 
America. These titles on heavy 
18og high quality vinyl fulfil the 
promise of stereo. The perfor­
mances are amongst the finest 
from the 'Golden Age' of stereo 
recording. 

Please add £2.00 to your 
order to cover postage and 
packing. 

LSC 1806 Richard Strauss 
Also Sprach Zarathustra 
Cl1icago Symphony Orchestra, Reiner. 

One of the greatest RCA's: Gorgeous 

strings, winds, brass. Superb trans­

parency, stereo stage. The performance 

is echt as echt gets. £25.00 



-B.g;mc.ma 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------� 

LSC 1900 Berlioz 
Symphonie Fantastique 
Charles Munch Boston Symphonic Orchestra 

One of the most sought-after RCA's 
of all time. An intoxicating portrayal of 
an intoxicated young man, passion­
ately in love. The sound leaps out in 
startling manner. The definitive ver-
sion of this popular work. £25.00 

LSC 2201 M ussorgsky I Ravel 
Pictures at an Exhibition 
Fritz Reiner, Chicago Symphonic Orchestra 

A powerful and incisive perfor­
mance of this superb piece of orches­
tration by Ravel. Filled with every 
colour and dynamic nuance that an 
orchestra is capable of producing. 
Superb sonics. £25.00 

LSC 2lf56 Lalo Symphony 
Espagnole, Henryk Szeryng 
Hendl, Chicago Symphony 

This travelogue ofSpain by Lalo is as 
luminous as a sunny water colour. 

Szeryag captures sinuous rhythm and 
exotic colours we associate with Spain. 
A highly transparent recording, with 
deep low end and dynamics which are 
simply terrific. £25.00 

LSC 2222 Debussy - Iberia 
Reiner, Chicago Symphony Orchestra 

The reading and playing by a 
German conductor of this French piece 
is extremely fine with beautifully bal­
anced strings in "Les Parfums de la 
Nuit." Festive, dynamic wind, horn and 
percussion work in the Jour de Fete. 
Highly recommended. £25.00 

LSC 1817 Offenbach - Gaite 
Parisienne 
Fiedler, Boston Pops 

Supremely lively, vivid sound and 
performance that is unparalleled. 
Ingeniously scored. This is delightful­
ly tuneful music of balletic overtures 
from Orpheus in Hades and La Belle 
Helene. £25.00 

Choice 
Accessories 
Hi-Ff Choice CD Rack 

Available as single units, the inter­
locking Choice CD rack is only £1.25 -
a small price to pay for keeping your 
collection in order. Order four and get 
a fifth one free. 

]E36A £125 

CD Jewel case (Three pack) 
Replace broken CD jewel cases and 

ensure your discs are protected. 
P21045 £3.95 

Nagaoka Anti-Static Record 
Sleeves No 102 

Packs of 50 plastic record sleeves that 
can be used on their own or inserted 
into an existing card or paper sleeve. 
The sleeves eliminate static and keep 
records dust free. 

]E15A £6.99 

Banana Plugs 
Mechanical connections in a hi-fi sys­

tem should be gold plated, or so they 
say. The 24 Karat Gold 4mm Banana 
Plugs ensure vibration free service and 
maximum metal-to-metal contact 
under sustained pressure. 

JE24A £8.95 

CD Cleaner Lens Cleaner 
For optimum CD replay it's impor­

tant to clean the laser lens as well as the 
compact disc surface.TI1e CD LaserLens 
Cleaner does just that and it's safe as 
playing ordinary COs-though not 
quite as musical... 

5920 £9.99 

Radial Compact Disc Cleaner 
CD Feet TheRadialcompact discCleaner has 

Improve theperformance of yourCD an automatic radial cleaning action to 

player or any other l(jij��,.��.h�e

;

lp stopCDs skippingor jumping.TI1e 

vibration sensitive cleaning action is automatic, so 

equipment. you can enjoy a light snackwhile it 

Sorbothane"' CD works. 

increasing 
damping and isola­
tion. Each foot will 

support more 
than 4lbs (2kg) or 
about 16lbs for a 
set of four. 

Z A 
£29.95 

Big feet 
As above 

only bigger to 
supportheavier ="""'"--::.:.., 

equipment. 8lb 
(4kg) for each , 
foot or 32lbs 
(16kg) overall for 
all four. 

ZAFB4 

5911 £12.99 
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V' AUDIO 
Hi-Fi Consultants 

36 Druid Hill 
Stoke Bishop 

Bristol BS9 1 EJ 
Telephone: 0272 686005 

BRITISH HI-FIIS THE BES T IN THE WORLD 
lt is a little known fact that although the 
Japanese send millions of pounds worth of hi-fi 
to the UK, the Japanese, and the Eastern 
countries, in general, look upon British and 
American hi-fi as being the best! 

Specialist British hi-fi  companies would 
probably not survive if it were not for exports, 
and only had to rely on the UK market. 

Two of the most successful companies are 
ATC and AV I, both located in Stroud. The 
smallest speaker that ATC produce, the 
SCMlO, was voted 'Best Small Loudspeaker of 
the Year' in Audiovisual Magazine; 'Best 
Audiovisual Loudspeaker of the Year' in Hi-Fi 
Magazine and 'Component of the Year' in 
Stereo Sound Magazine. All three magazines 
are Japanese. Nearly all Hollywood and UK 
films with orchestral scores are monitored on 

,___ ______ __. ATC systems. Top recording artists using ATC 
equipment include Mike Oldfield, Peter Gabriel, Paul McCartney, Tina Turner and Pink Floyd. 

So stop buying all that Japanese equipment and come and listen to the best of British at 
V' Audio and hear what you are missing. 

All right, ATC equipment is not .-------,.----.-..,...-,..---.....,.__, 

cheap, but it is good value and AVI 
amplification, tuner and CD players 
are absolute steals! 

But we offer systems at most 
prices. For example, we do a 
CD-based system, consisting of 
AMC CD player, Jupiter amp 
(made in Bath) and a pair of Ruark 
Templar speakers for £ l, 200 
including cables and, if  that's too 
much, we regularly have good L...-.-----------=;.......1 

quality second hand equipment to save you money. 
We have the Ruark range of speakers from £300 to £2,500, the Heybrook range (from Plymouth) 

from £130 to £ l, l 00. We even have Triangle speakers from France, Jamo sub-woofers from Denmark, 
plus Rei sub-woofers from Wales. We have amps from AVI, Heybrook, Sugden, Audio Innovations 
(valve), Cadence (valve), Chord, Electrcompaniet (Norway) and Exposure. 

We don't have shelves full of CD players, but we do have the best sounding, plus transports, 
doe's and turntables (including SME20A). 

We ore a b o v e a 11 e I se ,.......,...,..-,.,_..,...:::;:-:----::,.........,,.....,....____.,"""""..,-...,..,..,...____,-r:-:-.,., 

enthusiasts with thirty years in 
hi-f i  AND music and offer a 
PERSONAL service in your own 
home if required, that few 
shops we know can equal. We 
work from home and can 
devote more time to each 
customer. So, for independent 
advice, with no obligation, why 
not ring us for a chat and then 

-----' come and open your ears. 
We can also blow your mind with audiovisual/home cinema ... 



Back 
Issues 

Many back issues of Hi-Fi 
Choice are still available. 
They cost £4.00 each in 
the U K and £6.95 each 
for Overseas orders. This 
price includes postage 
and packing. Due to 
copyright laws, we are 
not permitted to supply 
photocopies of specific 
articles on request. 

August 199lt -Issue 133 
Two-box CD players- we test eight 

combinations. Plus a digital 

head-to-head for CD-R, MD, DCC and 

SuperDAT, ten headphones reviewed 

and a free loudspeaker supplement. 

Orderref AE33B 

September 199lt -Issue 13lf 
FREE Sound On The Run magazine: 

perfect personals and portables plus a 

look at small satellitefsubwoofer com­

binations. Also: integrated amplifiers 

from £200-£250, and test drives of 

in-car head units and power amps. 

Orderref AE34B 

October 199lt -Issue 135 
Awards Special-Presenting the 

European Imaging and Sound Awards 

for 1994/95 with an exclusive: Europe's 

best hi-fi equipment. Plus reviews of 

eight new models of loudspeakers and 

four Pro-Logic AV amplifiers. 

Order ref AE35B 

November 199lt -Issue 136 
Budget cassette decks and turntables 

reviewed. PLUS EAR volume number 

two FREE with this issue- a superb 

supplement that's essential reading 

for all audiophiles. 

Order ref AE36B 

December 199lt -Issue 137 
A bumper issue packed with CD player 

reviews, a lookat valve amps and a 

line-up ofPro-Logic processors for that 

sun-ound sound effect. PI us a free sup­

plement of stunning H i-Fi Choice cover 

photography from over the years. 

Orderref AE37B 

Priority Ordering 
Use the Dennis Direct order-line - 0789 490215 - or just enter 

your details on the coupon and fax it to us on 0789 490878 if 

you're ordering with a credit card. Alternatively, send the coupon 

with the correct payment to DENNIS DIRECT, PO BOX 2505, 

ALCESTER B5o 4)U. Prices shown include VAT. Please add 

postage as detailed at the bottom of this form (additional 

postage is not required if only back issues are ordered), and be 

aware that all items on offer are subject to availability. Please 

allow a maximum of 28 days for delivery. We will let you know if 

there any problems regarding delivery. 

Overseas orders 

Please add £10 (Europe) and £12 (rest of the world) to your total order 

value to cover the additional postage. Please note that we only accept 

Visa/MasterCard, £sterling cheques drawn on aUK bank and 

Eurocheques in £sterling. If back issues Q!ilit are ordered, please note 

the additional postage need not be added. 

Order ref: Description Qty 

Order total 

For UK add £2.00 per order for postage. Order total 

For Europe add £1o.oo per order for postage Order total 

For Rest of t he World add £12.00 per order 

for postage Order total 

O I enclose a cheque made payable to Dennis Direct for £ .. 

0 Please charge my 0 Visa 0 MasterCard 0 Am/Ex for£. 

Credit Card NQ: 

Expiry date: .................... .Signature: 

Mr/Mrs/MsSurname ......... ..Initials .. 

Address 

Price 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

....... Postcode .................... ........................ . 

Daytime telephone number 

0 Please send me aVAT receipt 

0 The above information may be added to our mailing list. Please tick 

the box if you would prefer not to receive details of special offers. 

Dennis Direct is a division of Dennis Publishing Ltd. 
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AVON 
AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 65 Park Street, Bristol. 
(0272) 264975. Great hili carefully selected 
and demonstrated by friendly enthusiastic 
staff. Closed Mon. � 
PAU L  GREEN HI-FI LTD. C/0 Harper 
Furnishings, Kensington Showrooms, London 
Road, Bath BA1 6AD. (0225) 316197. 
Technics, Denon, Sony, Rote!, AV!, Quad, 
Rogers, Mission, Tannoy, Aura and many many 
more. 2 demo rooms, home demos, appoint­
ments required, service dept, free install, home 
trial. Access, Visa, lnt free credit, instant credit. 
Tue-Fri 9-5.30, Sat 9-5, closed Monday. 
RADFORDS, 12 James Street West, Bath, BA 1 
2BX. Tel 0225 446245. Visit us for the largest 
range of Hi-Fi & Home Cinema equipment in 
the South-West. Demonstration rooms, Home 
Installation Service, Access, Visa, Amex. Open 
9.00-5.30 Man-Sat. � 
RADFORDS, 52-54 Gloucester Road, Bristol, 
BS& BBH. Tel 0272 428247. Visit us for the 
largest range of Hi-Fi & Home Cinema equip­
ment in the South-West. Demonstration rooms, 
Service depts, Home Installation Service, 
Access, Visa, Amex. Open 9.00-5.30 Man-Sat. 
� 
V' AUDIO, 36 Druid Hill, Stoke Bishop, Bristol 
B59 1 EJ. (0272) 686005. Alon, ATC, AV I, 
Acoustic Energy, Audio Innovations, Audio 
Technica, AMC, Analogue Electronics, Cadence 
Valve, Chord Amps, Electronic Companies, 
Exposure, Goldring, Harman Kardon, Heybrook, 
Jamo, LFD, Pink Triangle, Ruark, Michell, REL, 
Sansui, SME (inc20A). Sonic Link, Stax, 
Townshend, Wadia. Dems by appt only, home 
trial facilities, free installation, service facili­
ties.Access, Visa. For full product listing please 
see Dealer Guide. 

BERKSHIRE 
ARC AUDIO, 9 Dukes Ride, Crow1horne, Berks. 
RG116L2. (0344) 762201. Denon, Harman 
Kardon, JPW, Marantz, Monitor Audio, Onix, 
Rogers, Ruark, Tannoy, T horens, Yamaha. 
Demo facilities, no appt necessary, home trial 
facilities, free install. Access, Visa, Diners. 
Open Man-Sat 9-6pm (closed Wed at 1 pm) 
B&B HI-FI, 11-12 Market Place, Reading, 
Berkshire, RG1 2EG. (0734) 583730. Aiwa, 
Denon, Kenwood, Mission, NAD, Panasonic, 
Pioneer, Rote!, Sony, Technics. Free installa­
tion, Service dept. Access, Visa, Credit 
Facilities including interest free credit subject 
to status. 9.30-5.30, Sat 9-5.30. Also at: 
Bracknell, Maidenhead, High W y combe, 
Newbury. 
RADFORDS, 43 King Edward Court, Windsor, 
Sl4 1TG. Tel 0753 85693. Visit us for the best 
range of Hi-Fi in the South-West. Linn, Nairn, 
Meridian, Quad etc. Home Installation Service, 
Demonstration rooms, Access, Visa, Amex,. 
Open 9.00-5.30 Man-Sat. � 

READING 
HI-FI CENTRE, 4 Queen's Walk, Broad Street 
Mall, Reading RG1 ?OF. (0734) 585463. Your 
first choice for real hi-fi and home cinema 
sound. Arcam, Audiolab, B&W, Celestion, 
Micromega, Meridian, Quad, Rega, Rote!, 
Yamaha etc. Demonstration facilities (including 
home cinema). Free local installation. Bada 
guarantee. Open lues-Sat 10am-6pm � 

BIRMINGHAM 
SOUND ACADEMY 152a High Street, Bloxwich, 
Nr Walsall  W. Midlands, (0922) 
493499/473499. Audio equipment from lead­
ing and specialist brands on two floors, with 3 
demo floors, home trials, home cinema with 
instore demo theatre, evening demo's by 
appointment. In house service dept. Mail order 
avail. lnt free credit subject to status.Open 6 
days 9am - 6pm.Late night friday. Expert 
advice, cable dressing and free installation is 
what makes Sound Academy the Midlands 
most exclusive Hi-Fi studio. 
FOR FULL PRODUCT LISTING SEE ADVERT IN 
THE DEALER GUIDE � 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 
AUDIO INSIGHT LTD, 53 Wolverton Rd, Stony 
Stratford, Milton Keynes, Bucks MK11 1 ED. 
(0908) 561551. Alchemist Products, AV!, 
Arcam, Audiolab, Aura, Heybrook, Meridian, 
Moth, Rote!, Royd, Ruark, TDL, UKD and more. 
Records and COs, record cleaning service. SGL 
speaker demo room. Access, Visa and 
Finance,. 
D.L. CHITTENDEN LIMITED, 59-61 T h e  
Broadway, Chesham, Bucks, H P S  1 BX. 
(Opposite Boots). (0494) 784441 Philips, 
Mordaunt-Short, Castle, Denon, Kenwood, 
Canon Audio, Koss, Wharfedale. Nicam TV & 
Video, Surround Sound, AV Systems. 
Showroom Demonstrations from expert and 
friendly staff. No appts nee. Service Dept. 
Credit facilities available. Open 8.30 to 17.30 
Man-Sat. 
FACTORS SOUND A ND VISION, 16 Hill  
Avenue, Amersham, Buckinghamshire HP6 
SBW. (0494) 432944. Sony, Panasonic, 
Kenwood, Technics, JVC, Denon, JPW, KEF, 
Tannoy, Base, Aiwa, Grundig. In shop and in 
home facilities. No appts required, service 
dept, free install, home trial. Access, visa, int 
free credit. Open Man-Sat 9.30-5.30, closed 
Thur. 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE 
S TEVE BOXSHALL AUDIO, 41 Victoria Rd, 
Cambridge CB4 3BW. (0223) 68305. 10-6 - 6 
days, (closed Wednesdays). 3 dem rooms, 
home trial, appts. preferred. Free installation 
and service dept. Access, Visa & credit. 
� 

FENWAY, 5 High St. Ely. Tel (0353) 664421. 
Contact Gary Holland for Base, Pioneer, QED, 
Rotel, Sony, Tannoy, Technics, equipment and 
accessories. Demonstration facility. In-house 
service department. Ring or come in and see a 
family run firm and let us know you saw us in 
Hi-Fi Choice. Please see entry under Suffolk. 
'Free Installation by experts'. 
UNIVERSITY AUDIO, 1-2 Peas Hill, Cambridge. 
(0223) 354237. Mission-Gyrus, Arcam, Rotel, 
Denon, Meridian, Ruark, ATC, AV!, Quad, Linn. 
3 dems, 1 single speaker. Home trial, free 
install, Service Department Visa, Access, 
Amex, Credit. Open 9-5.30. � 

CHESHIRE 
AS T ON AUDIO, 4 West St. Alderley Edge. 
(0625) 582704. For the very best in hi-fi sepa­
rates and home cinema. Wide range of spe­
cialist audio, interest free credit. Visa, Access. 
Home trial. � 

e Two year guarantee, !ranter­

able to another BADA dealer should the purchaser 

move more than 30 miles from his/her original 

address 

e low cost five year guarantee 
option 
e proper demonstration facilities 

e seven day exchange or refund scheme if the 
dealer's adv1ce is taken on product selection 
e fully guaranteed service work 

e customer complaints procedure in the event of 
problems 
For more information, contact BADA on 

e (071) 226 4044 

AUDIO COUNSEL, 14 Stockport Rd, Cheadle, 
Cheshire. (0161) 428 7887. Please see entry 
under Greater Manchester. � 
CHRIS BROOKS HI-FI, 29 Gaskell St, Stockton 
Heath, Warrington. (0925) 261212. Tues-Sat 
1 0-6. 3 de m rooms. Credit facilities. All credit 
cards. Total absence of bull*-'. � 
CONGLETON HI-FJ, 1/1 a Duke St, Congleton, 
Cheshire, CW12 1AP. (0260) 297544. Acoustic 
Energy, Arcam, B&W, Denon, Epos, Kef, Linn, 
NAD, Nakamichi, Onix, Royd, Target, Yamaha, 
etc. Superbly appointed single speaker demo 
facilities. 3 listening rooms with one dedicated 
to home cinema. No appts nee, home trial 
facilities, free installation. 2 year guarantee on 
all equipment. Access, Visa. Credit facilities 
available on request. Open Man-SAT, closed 
Weds. � 
HALE HI-FI, 2 Bold St, Hale Road, Altringham, 
Cheshire WA14 2ER. Tel 061 929 0834. Open 
Man-Sat 10-6 & later by appointment. 
Specialising in equipment by: Nairn, Quad, 
Royd, Nad, Denon plus selected others. Large 
range of quality accessories. On site service 
department. Installation & delivery. Home 
demonstrations a pleasure. 
NORMAN AUDIO, 106 Victoria Str, Crewe. 
(0270) 211091 Fx (0270) 211795. For full 
details see our Lancashire entry. � 
PETERS HI-FI, 4 St Michaels Sq, Grosvenor 
Precinct, Chester,. (0244) 322063/319392. 
Arcam, Technics, Sony, Marantz, Dual, Denon, 
Tannoy, Wharfedale, Quad. 2 Single speaker 
Dem rooms, no appts nee, free installation 
service dept. Access, Visa, Amex. Peters 
credit chargecard. Man-Sat 9-5.30. 
THE HI-FI SHOWROOMS, 12A West Str, 
Congleton, Cheshire (0260) 280017. Celestion, 
Creek, Exposure, Musical Fidelity, Nairn, Pink 
Triangle, Project, Rote!, Ruark, Systemdek, 
Tannoy, T DL, Technics. 5 Dem Rooms, No 
appts necc, Home trial, Free install, Service 
dept. Access, Visa, Lombard Tricity. Open 9-
5:30, Closed Wed. 
SWIF T Hi-Fi, SI Annes Parade, Wilmslow. 
(0625) 526213. Aura, B&W, Denon, Kenwood, 
Marantz, NAD, Pioneer, Rote!, 
Systemdek,Tannoy, Revolver, JPW. Open 
9:30am-6:00pm dem room. No pressure! 
� 
WILMSLOW AUDIO Wellington Close, Dept 
HFC, Parkgate Trading Estate, Knutsford, 
Cheshire WA16 BOX. Tel (0565) 650605. Fax 
(0565) 65008. A wide range of hi-fi equipment, 
drive units and loudspeakers. ATC, Celestion, 
Gales, Dynaudio, Jordan, KEF, More!, Peerless, 
RCL, Scanspeak, Seas, Volt. Over 30 kits avail­
able. 4 Dem rooms, no appt necessary. Please 
send for free catalogue. Major credit cards 
accepted. Closed Mondays. 

CLEVELAND 
ACTION ACOUSTICS, 155-157 High Street, 
Redcar, Cleveland TS10 3AN. 0642 480723. 
Audio Innovations, Denon, Harman-Kardon, 
JBL, Michell, Musical Fidelity, Pink Triangle, 
Revox, Rogers, Sonic Link, Sugden, Thorens, 
Townshend etc. Dem Room. Appts nee. Home 
trial facilities, free installation, service dept. 
Access, Visa & H.P. Open 9.15-5.30. 
GILS ON AUDIO LTD, 172 Borough Road, 
Middlesbrough. (0642) 248793. Exposure, 
Arcam, Mission, Gyrus, Denon, Marantz, NAD, 
Rote!, Pioneer, Audiolab, Tannoy, Teac, 
Yamaha. Demonstration facilities in main shop 
and 2 dem. rooms, 1 AV room, appt nee, home 

INDICATES MEMBERSHIP OF 
THE BRITISH AUDIO DEALERS 
ASSOCIATION 

trial facilities, free install. on request, service 
department. Access, Visa, HP. 1 0-5 - 6 days. 
� 

CORNWALL 
DEFINITIVE AUDIO, Cornwall, Near SI Austell, 
PL26 6R7. (0726) 844039. For audio compo­
nants/systems which actually workl Impulse, 
Micromega, OVA, Audio Innovations, Audio 
Note, Voyd, Systemdek, JPW, Silver Custom 
Design, DNM. Demonstration by apppointment 
only. Demonstrations throughout Cornwall, 
Free Installation. Service Facilities. 
RJF AUDIO VISUAL, 84 Pendarves Str, Tucking 
Mill, Camborne, Cornwall TR14 8NJ. (0209) 
710777/612260. Audio Note, Audio 
Innovations, Impulse, T DL, Michell, Musical 
Fidelity,NAD, Nakamichi, Bower & Wilkins, 
SME, Micromega, Pink Triangle, Pro-jekt, 
Perception, Harman Kardon, Triangle. Integral 
Demo room/ showroom and special home 
dems. Appts nee, home trial, free install, ser­
vice dept. All cards, switch and transax. Open 
Man-Sat 9.30-5.30. Please see advert in 
Dealer Guide. 

CUMBRIA 
MISONS SOUND & VISION, 11 Warwick Road, 
Carlisle CA1 1 DH. Tel (0228) 22620. B&O 
Rotel, Sugden, Harbeth, Quad, NAD, Yamaha, 
Sony, B&W, Castle, Base. Demo Suite, No 
appts nee, Home trial facilities, Free 
Installation, Service Department. 9-5:30 Mon­
Fri. Thurs 9-1. Sat 9-5. 
PETER TYSON, 6 Abbey SI, Carlisle, Cumbria 
CA3 BTX. "Cumbria's premiere hi-li centre". 
Part exchange welcome. (0228) 46756. Linn, 
Musical Fidleity, Cyrus, Marantz, Denon, 
Philips, Nakamichi, Technics, Pioneer, Creek & 
more. Dem room. Dems w/out obligation. 
Home trial, Free install. In-house service dept. 
Access & Visa. HP 9- 5.30pm. 

DEVON 
CHE LSTON Hl-fl 38 Walnut Road, Chelston, 
Torquay, Devon TQ2 6HS. Tel (0803) 606863. 
Where you can compare a range including 
Acoustic Energy, Base, Castle, Celestion, 
Creek, Denon, Hey brook, JPW, Kenwood, 
Marantz, Musical Fidelity, Pioneer, Rotel, Sony 
etc. Two dem rooms (including AV room 25 x 
18ft. Free installation. Access, Visa, Amex, 
Diners. Credit facilities. 9.30 - 7.30. Mon-Fri. 
9.30-6.00 Sat. 
THE Hl-fl ATTIC, 58 New George St. 
Plymouth, Devon PL 1 1 RR. (0752) 669511. We 
stock most leading makes and have an expert 
enthusiastic staff. Premises include attractive 
hi-fi and home cinema demonstration rooms. 
We offer free installation and credit facilities 
(written details on request) also a fully 
equipped service department. We can also 
provide a mail order service for all your 
LaserDisc requirements.We accept Visa, 
Access, Amex. 
RADFORDS, 28 Cowick Street,St T homas, 
Exeter, EX4 1AL. Tel 0392 218895. Visit us for 
the largest range of Hi-Fi & Home Cinema 
equipment in the South-West. Demonstration 
rooms, Service depts, Home Installation 
Service, Access, Visa, Amex. Open 9.00-5.30 
Man-Sat. � 



RAOFOROS, 107 Cornwall Street, Plymouth, 
PL 1 1 PA. Tel 0752 226011.Visit us for the 
largest range of Hi-Fi & Home Cinema equip­
ment in the South-West. Demonstration rooms, 
Service depts, Home Installation Service, 
Access, Visa, Amex. Open 9.00-5.30 Man-Sat. 
li1o1i1.i1 
RADFOROS, 6 Fore Street, SI Marychurch, 
Torquay. Tel 0803 326723. Visit us for the 
largest range of Hi-Fi & Home Cinema equip­
ment in the South-West. Demonstration rooms, 
Service depts, Home Installation Service, 
Access, Visa, Amex. Open 9.00-5.30 Man-Sat. 
li1o1i1.i1 

DORSET 
DAWSONS, 23 Seamoor Road, Westbourne, 
Bournmouth, Dorset. (0202) 764965. B&O, 
Castle, Canon, Jamo, JBL, Pioneer, Sony, 
Target, T DL, Technics. No appts necessary. 
Free install, Service depart. Various credit facil­
ities available. Open 9-5.30 6 days a week. 
MIKE MANNING AUDIO New branch now open 
at: 128 Pool Road, Westbourne, Bournemouth. 
(0202) 751522. For details see main entry 
under Somerset. 
SUTT ONS HI-FI, 18 Westover Road, 
Bournemouth. 0202 555512. Linn, Arcam, 
Mission, Quad, Audiolab, Rotel, Yamaha, 
Oenon,etc, 2 Single Speaker Listening Rooms, 
Home Demonstrations, Free lnstallations.Open 
Man-Sat 9-5:30. Call for details. li1o1i1.i1 

DURHAM 
HI-FI EXPERIENCE, 17 Coniscliffe Road, 
Oarlington OL3 7EE. Tel Help Line (0325) 
481418. Agencies include: Arcam, Audiolab, 
Bang & Olufsen, Celestion, Gyrus, Oenon, 
Harman, IMF, KEF, Marantz, Mission, Musical 
Fidelity, Meridian, NAO, Pioneer, Quad, Rotel, 
Shearne, Tannoy, Yamaha. 3 listening rooms. 3 
years guarantee. Free delivery and simple 
installation North Yorks/South Durham. Home 
cinema specialist. li1o1i1.i1 

ESSEX 
AUDIO T, Gants Hill, 442-444 Cranbrook Ad, 
Gants Hill, llford, Essex 1 G2 6LL. Tel: (0181) 
518 0915, Fax (0181) 554 8463. Great hi-li 
from Arcam, Audiolab, Gyrus, Denon, KEF, 
Marantz, Meridian, Mission, Micromega, 
Nakamichi, Yamaha & many more. Mon-Fri 1 0-
6, Sat 9.30-5.30. Trained staff. 3 year guaran­
tee on hi-li. Free delivery & installation. 30 day 
free upgrade scheme. Home demonstrations. 
Part exchange. Interest Free Credit on selected 
items. Listening room. Home Cinema special­
ists. Free membership of Club Audio T. BAOA 
bonded. li1o1i1.i1 
BRENTWOOO HI- FIDELI TY, 2 lngrave Ad, 
Brentwood, Essex, CM15 BAT. (0277) 221210. 
Audio Innovations, Denon, DNM, EAR, Marantz, 
Micromega, Mission, Pink Triangle, Quad, 
Tannoy plus many more. Single speaker dem 
rooms, home trials, evening appts (high end), 
home installations. Mon-Sat 9.30-5.30 . 
Access. Visa. Service Facilities. Advice second 
to none. li1o1i1.i1 
LYON AUDIO, 16 Peartree Business Cntre, 
Peartree Road, Stanway, Colchester, Essex 
C03 5JN.(0206) 560259. Mission, Arcam, 
Denon, Rote!, KEF, Rogers, NAD, Tannoy, 
Yamaha, Dual, Michel, Castle. Dem facilities. 
Mon-Sat 9-6. Installations. Access, Visa, 
Instant credit. Service dept. 
PRO-MUSICA 6 Vineyard St, Colchester, Essex. 
Tel (0206) 577519. Roksan, Nairn, Rega, 
Micromega, Arcam, Creek, Onix, Rotel, Denon, 
Ruark, Royd, Epos, Sound Organisation, Sound 
Factory, Chord Company, Audio Tee, Audio 
Technica, Mana Acoustics, Shahinian, 
Oynavector, Neat. Open 1 0-6 Mon-Sat. li1o1i1.i1 
RAYLEIGH HI-FI, 44a High Street, Rayleigh, 
Essex. (0268) 779762/747571. 216 Moulsham 
SI, On-the-Parkway, Chelmsford. (0245) 
265245. 132-134 London Road, Southend-on­
Sea. (0702) 435255. A&R, Audiolab, Gyrus, 
Oenon, Epos, Linn, Marantz,Meridian, Mission, 
Nairn, Quad, Rega, Roksan, Royd. 0% finance. 
Excellent audio visual range, home cinema 
Dolby Pro-Logic, multi-room specialist.li1oilili1 

DEALER 
Directory 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 58 Bristol Road, 
Gloucester. (0452) 300046. Great Hi Fi care­
fully selected and demonstrated by friendly 
and enthusiastic staff. Closed Mon. li1o1i1.i1 
AUDIO T 40-42 Albion Street, Cheltenham, 
Gloucestershire Gl52 2RQ. Tel: (01242) 
583960 Fx (01242) 226435. Great hi-li from 
Arcam, Audiolab, Aura, Oenon, Epos, Linn, 
Marantz, Meridian, Mission, Quad, Rotel, 
Technics, Yamaha & many more. Mon-Fri 10-6, 
Sat 9.30-5.30. Trained staff. 3 year guarantee 
on hi-li. Free delivery & installation. 30 day 
free upgrade scheme. Home demonstrations. 
Part exchange. Interest Free Credit on selected 
items. Listening room. Home Cinema special­
ists. Free membership of Club Audio T. BAOA 
bonded. li1o1i1.i1 
HUTC HINSONS, 295-297 High Str, 
Cheltenham, Glos. GL50 3HL. (0242) 573012. 
Pioneer reference point, Technics, Dual, NAD, 
Wharfedale, Celestion, Marantz, Aiwa, 
Kenwood, Sennheiser. No appts necessary, 
free install, service dept. Instant credit up to 
£1000. Open Man-Sat 9.15-5.30. 

HAMPSHIRE 
AUDIO SOUTH for further details see Surrey 
entry. 
AUDIO T, 4 Feathers lane, Basingstoke, 
Hampshire RG21 1 AS. Tel (01256) 24311, Fx 
(01256) 24430. Great hi-li from Arcam, Denon, 
Linn, Meridian, Mission, Nairn, Rotel, Technics, 
Yamaha & many more. Man-Sat 9.30-5.30. 
Trained staff. 3 year guarantee on hi-li. Free 
delivery & install. 30 day free upgrade scheme. 
Home demonstrations. Part exchange. Interest 
Free Credit on selected items. Listening room. 
Home Cinema specialists. Free membership of 
Club Audio T. BAOA bonded. li1o1i1.i1 
HAMPSHIRE AUDIO LTO, 2-12 Hursley Rd, 
Chandlers Ford, Hants S053 2FU. (0703) 
252827/265232. 3 hi-li  and 2 home 
cinema/Dolby surround sound demo studios. 
Thurs late eve, closed Mon (except in Dec). 2-
year guarantee, service dept on site, large free 
car park, junctions 4 (M27/M3). 5(M27). 
12(M3). 13(M3) all within 3 miles. Est 1969. 
li1o1i1.i1 

JEFFERIES HI-FI 29 London Road, Portsmouth. 
P02 OBH. Tel (0705) 663604. Hi-li, home cine­
ma and multi-room specialist. Range includes 
Arcam, Beyer, Celestion, Denon, Dynaudio, 
KEF, Lexicon, Linn, Meridian, Mitsubishi, Nairn, 
Panasonic, Polk, Quad, Rega, REL, Rotel, Royd, 
Ruark, Sennheiser, Sony,Top Tape, Yamaha. 2 
dem rooms. Open lues-Sat, late night Wed. 
Free parking, bus route, credit facilities. 
Winner Sony/Hi-Fi News Best Southern Dealer. 
li1o1i1.i1 

HEREFORDSHIRE 
ENGLISH AUDIO, 37 Whitecross Road, Hereford 
HR4 OOG. (0432) 355081. Arcam, Audion, 
Audio Technica, Chord, Gyrus Centre, Oenon, 
Exposure, Heybrook, JPW, KAR, KEF Reference, 
Marantz, Michi, Micromega, Mission, Musical 
Fidelity, Moth, NAD, Nakamichi, Orelle, Pink 
Triangle, Rogers, Rotel, Ruark, SME, Stax, 
Systemdek, Tannoy, TOL, Yamaha and others. 
Single Speaker Dem room. Home trial. Free 
install. Service dept. Access, Visa, Credit 
arranged. Open Man-Sat 1 Oam-6pm. li1o1i1.i1 

HERTFORDSHIRE 
ACOUSTIC A R T S  LT O, 101 St AI bans Rd, 
Watford, Herts. (0923) 245250. Fax (0923) 
230798 Adeem, AMC, Apogee, Audiolab, Audio 
Research, B&W, Base, Celestion, Chord, 
Classe, Oenon, KEF, Magneplanar, Marantz, 
Martin Logan, Michell, Micromega, Orelle, PS 
Audio, Professional Moitor, Roksan, SME, 
Sonus Faber, Sonic Link, TOL, Tannoy, Theta, 
T horens, Wilson. 4 demonstration rooms. 
Purpose built AV studio. Credit available, 100 
yards from Watford Junction station. Open 
Tues-Sat 1 0-6:00. li1o1i1.i1 
AUDIO FILE, 27 Hockerill St, Bishops Stortford, 
Herts CM23 2DW. (0279) 506576. 9.30-5.30 
open 6 days,9.30-8pm Thursdays. Linn, Nairn, 
Quad, Gyrus, Arcam, Roksan, Oenon, Epos, 

KEF, Marantz, ProAc, Rega, Yamaha. 0% credit. 
li1o1i1.i1 
HALEY AUDIO ltd, 328 Ware Road, Hailey, 
Hertford SG13 ?PG. Tel (0992) 442425, lax 
(0992) 448387. Enjoy choosing your system in 
one of our three listening rooms. Relax with 
coffee or something from the bar. 
Demonstrations include Lexicon CP3 with THX 
surround sound with the guaranteed deepest, 
tightest bass available. Choose your hi-li (top 
valves and MOSFETS), LO, COi etc in a realistic 
domestic environment. Brands include; REL, 
AC Magnum, CA Devs, Rote!, Celestion, 
Micromega, Lumley Reference, Acoustic 
Energy, Royd, JPW, Sonic link, Harmon, etc. 
We deliver anywhere in the UK for home audi­
tion, or mail order, Access, Visa etc. 
STUDIO 82 (Harpenden) Ltd, 82 High Street, 
Harpenden, Herts AL5 2SP. (0582) 764246, Fax 
(0582) 467022. Arcam, ATC, Audiolab, Aura, 
AVI, Bang & Olufsen, Blaupunkt, Bose, B&W, 
Castle, Chord Co, Denon, Epos, Harbeth, 
Marantz, Mission, NAD, Nairn Audio, 
Nakamichi, Panasonic, QED, Quad, Roberts 
Radio. Quiet single speaker dem room. Appts 
nee. Home trial, free install. Service Dept. Visa, 
Access & finance terms. Open 9-5.30pm 
(Mon-Sat). 1i1o1i1.i1 

HUMBERSIDE 
ZEN AUDIO FIDELITY George St, Hull. Tel 0482 
587397 - Evening (0964) 670849. Audio/ab, 
Audio Innovations, Aura, B&W, Cabletalk, OPA, 
Heybrook, JPW, KAR, Micromega, Michell, 
Harmon Kardon, Impulse, Ruark, Tote!, 
Sugden, Comfortable Listening Room, Home 
Trial facilities, free installations - personal, 
friendly service. 

KENT 
ASHFORO SOUNDCRAFT HI-FI, 40 High Street, 
Ashford. Seeking music lovers, male or female 
any age, to share common interest in, musical 
Pro-aktiv Hi-Fi Systems, Multi Room or Home 
Cinema. Attractive unusual equipment in 
unusual setting, your place or ours, we guar­
antee lasting pleasure.Open Mon-Sat, 
Appointment Service or just pop in. Tel: 0233 
624441. li1o1i1.i1 
JOHN MARLEY HI-FI CENTRES, 2 Station Ad, 
West Canterbury. (0227) 769329. Also at Dover 
- (0304) 207562. Arcam, Aura, B&W, 
Heybrook, JPW, NAO, Pro-Ac, Pioneer, Rote!, 
Ruark, Tannoy, TDL, Technics. Dem and home 
trail facilities. Man-Sat 9-5.30 closed Thurs. 
Free install. Credit to £1,000. Access,Visa, 
Credit charge. Service dept. 
KIMBERLEY HI-FI, 193 Broadway, 
Bexleyheath, Kent. (081) 304 3272. Pioneer, 
Technics, Kenwood, Denon, NAD, Aiwa, 
Tannoy, Mission, Wharfedale, B&W. Separate 
dem room, no appt nee. Free installation. 
Service Dept. Instant credit facilities. 9.30-
5.30. No early closing. 
V J HI-FI, 29 Guildhall St, Folkestone. (0303) 
256860. Mission, Kenwood, Tannoy, Marantz, 
Sony, Rogers, Denon, Musical Fidelity, Quad, 
Yamaha. Oem and home trial facilities, free 
local install. No appts necessary, service dept. 
Amex, Diners, Visa, Access, lnt free credit, 
Instant credit. Man-Sat 9-6. li1o1i1.i1 
V J HI-FI, 119 High Street Margate. (0843) 
226977. For full details see our above entry. 
li1o1i1.i1 

LANCASHIRE 
HELEN KOCZUR, 161 Yorkshire Street, 
Rochdale, Lancashire. (0706) 42107. Harman 
Kardon, Quad, Revox, Aura, Teac, JBL, Tannoy 
- including Definition Range - B&W, KEF, 
Castle, Canon, Base, Nakamichi, Grundig large 
screen TVs. Two demo rooms, service dept, 
home installations and free delivery. Man-Sat 
9-5.30 Closed Tuesdays. Visa, Access, Credit 
facilities. 
NORMAN AUDIO, 131 Friargate, Preston, Lanes 
PR1 2EE. Tel (0772) 253057. Fx (0772) 
562731. Marantz, Pioneer, Yamaha, 
Audiolab,arcam, Mission, Gyrus, B&W, KEF. 
Send for catalogue. Home cinema demo room. 
No appointment nee, home trial facilities, free 
installation. Instant credit subject to status. 
Open 9.30-5.30, late night Wed till 8pm.li1oilili1 
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NORMAN AUDIO, also at 216 Church Street, 
Blackpool, Tel (0253) 295661, Fx (0253) 
295722. li1o1i1.i1 

LEICESTERSHIRE 
LEICESTER HI-FI CO, 6 Silver Walk, St Martins 
Square, Leicester LE1 SEW. Tel: (0533) 
539753. Fax (0533) 626097. Acoustic Energy, 
Arcam, Marantz, Micromega, Mission/Gyrus, 
Musical Fidelity, Nakamichi. Exposure, Rogers, 
Roksan, "and oodles more". 2 De m rooms, 
home trial arranged, free install, service dept, 
Credit facilitiexs, Access, Visa, Diners, Amex, 6 
days 9.30-5.30. li1o1i1.i1 
LISTEN INN, 6 Hotel Street, Leicester. (0533) 
623754 (Fax). 0533 623758. Linn, Arcam, 
Royd, Heybrook, Creek, Neat, Mission, Gyrus, 
Audio/ab, Quad, Oenon, etc. 2 Dem Rooms. 
li1o1i1.i1 

SOUND ADVICE, The Factory, Duke St, 
Loughborough LE11 1 EO. (0509) 218254. 
Shahinian, Rega, Nairn, Linn, Royd, Yamaha, 
Rotel, Arcam, Nakamichi, JPW. 3 demonstra­
tion areas, no appts necessary, free installa­
tion, service department. lombard credit 
charge, Access, Visa. Mon-Fri 9.30-6.00, Sat 
9.30-5.30. 
STEREO SHACK, 1-3 Guildhall Lane, Leicester. 
Tel 0533 530330 .Aiwa, A.R.,  Denon, 
Kenwood, Jamo, Mission, NAO, Phillips, 
Pioneer, Rote!, AN Speciality. Free Install Open 
9.30 - 5.30 6 days. Credit available. 

LINCOLNSHIRE 
BOSTON HI-FI CENTRE, 65a Wide Bargate, 
John Adams Way, Boston, Lines PE21 6SG. 
(0205) 365477. Oenon, Quad, Nakamichi, 
Arcam, Onyoko, Marantz, NAD, Castle, Tannoy, 
Rogers, etc. Separate demo studio. Home trial. 
Free installation. Access, Visa. lues-Sat 9-
5pm 
STAMFORD HI-FI CENTRE, 9 Red Lion Square, 
Stamford, Lines PE9 2AJ. (0780) 62128. 
Pioneer, Technics, Marantz, Gyrus-Mission, 
Rote!, NAO, Yamaha, Kenwood, Quad, plus all 
major speaker manufacturers. Expert advice, 
comparator demonstrations, on two floors, part 
exchange Hi-Fi purchased for cash. No 
appointments necessary, home trial facilities, 
free installation, service department. 
Mastercard, Visa & credit charge, finance 
available. Mon-Sat 9-5.30pm, closed 
Thursdays. 
SUPERFI, 271A High Str, Lincoln LN2 1JG. 
(0522) 520265. See main entry under 
Nottinghamshire for full details. 

LONDON 
AUDIO T, 190 West End Lane, West 
Hampstead, London NW6 1 SQ. (0171) 794-
7848, Fx (0171) 431-3570. Great hi-fi from 
Arcam, Audiolab, Aura, B&W, Oenon, Epos, 
Linn, Marantz, Meridian, Mission, Rote!, 
Micromega, Nakamichi, Yamaha & many more. 
Mon-Sat 1 0-6. Trained staff. 3 year guarantee 
on hi-fi. Free delivery & installation. 30 day 
free upgrade scheme. Home demonstrations. 
Part exchange. Interest Free Credit on selected 
items. 2 listening rooms. Home Cinema spe­
cialists. Free membership of Club Audio T. 
BAOA bonded. li1o1i1.i1 
BILLY VEE SOUND SYSTEMS, 248 Lee High 
Road, Lewisham, London SE13 5PL. 081-318 
5755/081-318 1321. Arcam, Oenon, Marantz, 
Unn, Mission, Gyrus, Naim, Nakamichi, Quad, 
Rega, etc. 2 domestic style listening lounges. 
Appts required, service dept, home trial facili­
ties, lnt. free credit, instant credit. Access, 
Visa. Open Mon-Sat 10-6.30, Closed Thurs. 
li1o1i1.i1 

CORNF LAKE SHOP, 37 Windmill Street Oust off 
Tottenham Court Road), London W1 Tel 071-
631 0472 (all enquiries), Fax 071-436 7165. 
Open lues-Sat 1 0-7pm. Rega, Roksan, Naim, 
Monitor Audio, Arcam, Nakamichi, ATC, AV!, 
Rotel, Epos, Meridian and Unn. 3 dem rooms 
(incl home cinema). Friendly professional ser­
vice. Home trial facilities. Appointments pre­
ferred, full delivery and repair service, multi­
room specialists. Access, Visa and Amex. 
GRAHAMS HI-FI, Canonbury Yard, 190a New 
North Ad, London N1. 071-226 5500. Winner 



Sony/HFN Greater London Dealer Award 
1986/89/90. "One of the 5 best hi-fi shops in 
the world" Arcam, Linn, Meridian, Nairn, 
Rega, etc. Systems from £500. FREE PARKING, 
4 dem rooms, service dept, open Tues-Sat. 
RING FOR APPOINT. li1.i1i1jJ 
HI-FI & COMPONENTS, 84 Battersea Rise, 
London, SW11 1 EH. Tel: 071 2231 110. Denon, 
Harman Kardon,Tannoy, Kenwood, Rotel, NAD, 
Whartedale, Dual, Shure, Ortoton, Celestion, 
etc. Appts nee, Service Dept. Access, Visa, 
Diners, Am ex, Open 10-6 Closed Wed. 
HI-FI EXPERIENCE, Lion House, 227 Tottenham 
Court Road, London W1 P -HX. Tel Help Line 
071-580 3535 24 hour, tax 071-436 4733. 
Agencies include: Arcam, Audiolab, Bang & 
Olutsen, Castle, Celestion, Chord, Gyrus, 
Denon, Heybrook, Harman, IMF, KEF, Marantz, 
Mission, Musical Fidelity, Meridian, Nakamichi, 
Nad, Pioneer, Quad, Rotel, Shearne, Tannoy, 
TDL, Yamaha. 8 listening rooms, 3 years guar­
antee. Free delivery and simple installation 
(M25 periphery), home cinema specialist. 
li1.i1i1jJ 
INFIDELIT Y, 9 High Str, Hampton Wick, 
Kingston-upon-Thames. (081) 943 3530. For 
full details see entry under SURREY. li1.i1i1jJ 
K.J. WEST ONE, 26 New Cavendish St, 
London, W1M 7LH. (071) 486 8262/63. Fax 
(071) 487 3452. Most established brands 
stocked. Two Hi-Fi and one Home Cinema 
dem' studios Appts nee Home trial. Free instal­
lation. Service dept. Major credit cards. 
Interest tree crdeit usually available - ask for 
details. Mon-Sat 1 0-6pm. (Late night Thurs till 
7pm) 
KAMLA 251 Tottenham Court Rd, London, W1P 
9AD. Tel: 071-323 2747. Kenwood, Pioneer, 
JVC, Philips, Toshiba, Boston, B&W, AR, 
Mitsubishi. Demonstration room available. 
Appts required. Service dept. Access, Visa, 
Amex, Diners. Open Mon-Sat 9-6. 
KRAFT 1 Montpelier Street, Knightsbridge, 
London SW7 1 EX. Tel: 071-581 8877 Fax: 
071-581 9292. Absolutely fabulous hi-fi tor 
absolutely fabulous people. Acoustic Energy, 
Denon, Linn hi-li, Linn Knekt systems, Mark 
Levinson, Martin Logan, Nakamichi, Proceed, 
Sennheiser 'Orpheus', Terzani lighting, Wilson 
Audio. Multi-room and home theatre special­
ists. Custom furniture. Mon-Sat 10 till 7. All 
major cards, finance facilities. 
MUSICAL IMAGES LTD, 173 Station Road, 
Edgware. 081-952 5535, tax 081-951 5864 & 
45 High Street, Hounslow, Middlesex. 081-569 
5802, tax 081-569 6353. See under Middlesex 
for further information. Main authorised deal­
ers for over 1 00 manufacturers. 
ORANGES & LEMONS, 61-63 Webbs Road, 
Battersea SW11. Tel 071-924 2040/3665. 
Juicy fruit from London's newest, freshest hi­
li/home cinema retailer. Telephone demonstra­
tions or just pop in. All the usual, ie friendly 
and efficient service, free home installation, 
credit cards, plus all the very best from: 
Arcam, Chord Go, Meridian, Mission, NAD, 
Nairn, Roksan, Royd with more to come. The 
innovative AudioNisual retailer. 
SON ET LUMIERE 67 Tottenham Court Rd, 
London W1 P 9PA (next to Goodge St 
Underground station. Tel 071 580 9059. 
Superb demonstrations rooms (appointment 
preferred and home demonstrations. B&O, 
Linn, Nairn, Rega, Micromega, Amex, Diners, 
Access, Visa. Credit taciilities available -
details on request. 
SOUND SENSE, 350 Edgeware Road, London 
W2 1 OX. (071) 402 2100. Alphason, B&W, 
Kenwood, Nakamichi, Celestion, Denon, 
Monitor Audio, Marantz, NVA, Sony ES , 
Yamaha. Appts preferred. Installations avail­
able. Access, Visa, Standard credit facilities. 
Mon-Sat 9.30-6.30. 
ST UDIO 99, 79-81 Fairfax Road, Swiss 
Cottage, London NW6. 071-624 8855, Fax 
071-624 5315. Na irn, Meridian, Quad, 
Mission/Gyrus, Rega, KEF, Arcam, Epos, 
Acoustic Energy, Yamaha, Nakamichi, NAD, 
Sonus Faber, B&O etc. Single speaker dem 
room, AV demos. Multiroom. Service dept. 
Visa/Access credit facilities. 10-7 Mon-Fri, 
10-6 Sat. li1.i1i1jJ 
THOMAS HEINITZ, 35 Moscow Rd, Bayswater, 
London (Off Queensway) W2 4AH 071 229 
2077 Open Tues-Sat 10.30-6.30. 

UXBRIDGE AUDIO - CHISWICK, 109 Chiswick 
High Road, Chiswick, W4 2ED (081) 742 3444 
Fax (081) 742 3295. 2 Demo Rooms, 
Installations, 2 Year Guarantee, 7 day 
exchange. Major credit cards, Tues - Sat 10 -
6, See Middlesex entry for brands stocked. 
li1.i1i1jJ 
ZEBRA, 18-24 Brighton Road, South Croydon 
CR2 6AA. 081 688 2093. Audio lab, Arcam, 
KEF Reference, Lexicon, Meridian, Micromega, 
Panasonic, Pioneer, REL, Rotel, Sony, Tannoy, 
and large range of AV equipment. S2 Air 
Conditioned Demo Rooms. in a more casual 
environment. Service department. The UK's 
leading home cinema centre. Mon-Sat 9.30-
6.00. Access, Visa, Switch & instant credit up 
to £1000 subject to status. 

GREATER MANCHESTER 
AUDIO COUNSEL, 14 Shaw Road, Oldham, OL 1 
3LQ. Tel: (0161) 633 2602 Fax: (0161) 633 
2502. Linn, Nairn, Rega, Arcam, Rotel, Royd, 
Mission, Micromega, Marantz, Shahinian, 
Celestion, Nakamichi, Dynavector. Free instal­
lation. Record club. Major credit cards and 
credit facilities. Open Tuesday-Saturday 10.00 
to 5.30, 8pm on Thurs. li1.i1i1jJ 
AUDIO COUNSEL, 14 Stockport Road, Cheadle, 
Cheshire OL1 3LQ. Tel: (0161) 428 7887. Linn, 
Nairn, Rega, Arcam, Rotel, Royd, Mission, 
Micromega, Marantz, Shahinian, Celestion, 
Nakamichi, Dynavector. Free installation. 
Record club. Major credit cards and credit 
facilities. Open Tuesday-Saturday 10.00 to 
5.30, 8pm on Thurs. li1.i1i1jJ 
CENTRAL RADIO, 30-32 Shudehill, 
Manchester M4 1 EY. Tel 061 834 6700. 
Technics, Kenwood, Pioneer, Aiwa, Marantz, 
Mission, B&W, Wharfedale, JBL, T horens, 
Panasonic, etc. TV video, surround sound, AV 
systems, service dept, free delivery. Access, 
Visa, Switch finance. Man-Sat 9-5.30. 
SWIFT OF WILMSLOW, 4-8 St Annes Parade, 
Wilmslow. (0625) 526213. Aura, B&W, Denon, 
Kenwood, Marantz, NAD, Pioneer, Rotel, 
Tannoy, Revolver, JPW. Open 9:30am-6:00pm 
2 dem rooms. No pressure' li1.i1i1jJ 

MIDDLESEX 
AUDIO T, 159a Chase Side, Enfield, Middlesex 
EN20PW. (0181 I 367-3132, Fax (0181) 367-
1638. Great hi-fi  from Arcam, Audiolab, 
Celestion, Gyrus, Denon, Linn, Marantz, 
Meridian, Micromega, Mission, Philips, Rotel, 
Yamaha & many more. Mon-Fri 10-6 Sat 9.30-
5.30. Trained staff. 3 year guarantee on hi-fi. 
Free delivery & installation. 30 day free 
upgrade scheme. Home demonstrations. Part 
exchange. Interest Free Credit on selected 
items. 2 listening rooms. Home Cinema spe­
cialists. Free membership of Club Audio T. 
BADA bonded. li1.i1i1jJ 
HARROW AUDIO, 27 Springtield Rd, Harrow. 
(081) 863 0938. Man-Sat 9.30-5.30. A&R, 
Audiolab, Gyrus, Denon, Epos, Monitor Audio, 
Musical Fidelity, Nakamichi, Quad, Rotel, 
Tannoy, Thorens, Yamaha. etc. li1.i1i1jJ 
MUSICAL IMAGES LTD, 45 High Street, 
Hounslow, Middlesex TW3 1IR. (081) 569 
5802. FAX (081) 569 6353. Authorised dealer 
for over 1 00 brands. Interest free credit, any­
where in the UK, subject to status. Demo 
rooms including big screen TVs. Repairs and 
service. Open all week including Sundays. 
Home cinema specialist. Mail order world 
wide. Part exch. Musical Images club. 
MUSICAL IMAGES LTD, 173 Station Road, 
Edgware HA8 7JX Tel: 081-952 5535. Fax: 
081-951 5864. 
RIVERSIDE HI-FI LTD, 422 Richmond Road, 
East Twickenham, Middlesex TW1 2EB. Tel. 
(081) 892 7613. Fax (081) 892 7749. A.R., 
Arcam, Audio Innovations, Castle, Dual, Denon, 
KEF, Luxman, Michell, Musical Fidelity, 
Micromega, Marantz, Nakamichi, Rotel, 
Spendor, Systemdek, Tannoy, Yamaha. One 
demo room, in-car demo for car hi-fi systems. 
Appts not always necessary. Home trial facili­
ties. Free installation, service dept. Lombard 
Tricity, Access, Visa, Amex, Diners Club. Man-
Sat 9.30-6, Thurs, Fri 9.30-7. li1.i1i1jJ 

MERSEYSIDE & THE WIRRAL 
BETTER HI-FI, 16 Cook Street, Liverpool 
L29RF. 051-227 5007. Stockists of Nairn, 
Rega, Arcam, Kef, Linn, Royd, Micromega, 
Audiolab, plus many more. 0% finance. We sell 
great hi-fi and serve excellent coffee. 
PETERS HI-FI 11 Werburgh Sq, Grange 
Precinct, Birkenhead. 051-647 5626. 9-5.30 
closed Thurs. See Cheshire entry for full 
details. 
PETERS HI-FI, 11 St Werburgh Squ, 
Birkenhead. Also at 8 High Str, Bromborough. 
051-334 1874/2825. Open 9-5.30 6 days a 
week. See Cheshire entry for details. 

WEST MIDLANDS 
AMADEUS SOUND & VISION, 10 Boldmere 
Road, Sutton Goldfield, West Midlands. 021-
354 2311. Audio Innovations, aura, B&O, B&W, 
Castle, Marantz, Micromega, Musical Fidelity, 
Nakamichi, Harman Kardon, QED. Single 
speaker demo, appts preferred, service avail­
able, installations, B&O link install, home trials. 
Access, Visa, interest free credit available sub-
ject to status. 9.30-6pm, 6 days. li1.i1i1jJ 
FRANK HARVEY HI-FI EXCELLENCE, 163 Span 
Street, Coventry CU1 3BB. (0203) 525200.FAX 
0203 631403. Audiolab, Arcam, Bang & 
Olufson, Mission-Gyrus, Denon, Marantz, 
Meridian, Nakamichi, NAD, Quad, Rega, Rotel, 
Yamaha. 3 floors, 3 demonstration rooms, nice 
staff, nice coffee. Appts nee, service dept, free 
install, home trial facilities. All credit facilities 
available. Mon-Sat 9.30-5.30. Wed til 8pm. 
li1.i1i1jJ 
GRIFFIN AUDIO LT D, 94 Bristol Street, 
Birmingham. (021) 692 1359/(021) 622 2230. 
Arcam,Castle, Denon, Linn, Marantz, Nairn, 
Quad, Shahinians, Rega, Rotel. Open Tues-Sat 
10-6 li1.i1i1jJ 
MUSIC MAT T ERS, 351 Hagley Road, 
Edgbaston, Birmingham B17 8DL. (021) 429 
2811. Rotel, Denon, Lexicon, Tannoy, Ruark, 
Alchemist, Exposure, Pioneer, Roksan, 
Nakamichi, Arcam, Audiolab, Musical Fidelity, 
Mission/Gyrus, Meridian, KEF, Monitor Audio, 
Pink Triangle. 2 single speaker luxury demo 
rooms. Appts nee, home trial facilities, free 
installation, service dept. Access, Visa, instant 
credit up to £1000, interest free credit avail­
able. Tue-Thur 10.30-6, Fri 10.30-8, Sat 10-6. 
Branches also at: 93-95 Hobs Moat Road, 
Solihull, W Midlands 892 HJI. 021-742 0254. 
156-157 Lower High Str, Stourbridge, W 
Midlands 018 1TS. (0384) 444184. li1.i1i1jJ 

NORFOLK 
AUDIBLE DIFFERENCE, Near Diss, Norfolk. Tel 
(0379) 740227. Absolute Sounds, Auction, Art 
Audio, ATC, Audio Innovations, Audio Note, AVI, 
DPA, EAR, Impulse, LFD, Pink Triangle, Roksan, 
SME, Tube Technology. Full demonstration 
facilities including evenings. Appts required, 
free installation, home trial facilities. Open 
Mon-Fri 12-9pm, Sat 9-5pm. 
AUDIO IMAGES, 7 All Saints Rd, South 
Lowestoft, Suffolk NR33 ODL. Tel: 0502 
582853. For full details see our main entry 
under Suffolk. 
BASICALLY SOUND, The Old School, School Rd, 
Bracon Ash, Norwich NR14 8HE. (0508) 
570829. Audio Alchemy, Arcam, Micromega, 
Nairn, Denon, Spendor, Audiolab, Sound 
Organisation, Epos, Rotel, Royd, Heybrook, 
TDL, Nakamichi, etc. 2 comprehensive dem 
rooms. Home trial. Free installation. Visa, 
Access, HP facilities. Tues-Sat 9.30-1, 2-5.30. 
li1.i1i1jJ 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
AUDIO CRAFT 23-25 Derngate, Northampton, 
NN1 1TY. Tel: 0604 36291. Bang & Oulfsen, 
Kenwood, Technics, Marantz, Celestion, 
Mordaunt-Short. No appts nee, Free Install, 
Service Dept. Open Mon-Sat 9-5:30pm 
CLASSIC HI-FI + VID EO, School Lane, 
Kettering, Northants. (0536) 310855. Aura, 
B&W, Heybrook, Rotel, Yamaha, Dnix, Onkyo, 
LSD, Nad, Pioneer, Marantz, Kenwood, Kef, 
Shearne, Sugden, Rogers, Metaxas Audio and 
many more. Home trial, free instal., service 
dept. Access, Visa, credit facs. 9.30-5 .30pm. 
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LISTEN INN, 32A Gold Street, Northampton. 
(0604)37871 (Fax) (0604) 601430 . Linn, 
Nairn, Rega, Epos, Royd, Mission, Gyrus, 
Arcam, Audiolab, Neat , Creek, Quad, Denon 
etc. 2 Dem Rooms li1.i1i1jJ 

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 
DEFINITIVE AUDIO, (0602) 813562. For a 
carefully considered approach to building a 
true hi-fidelity audio system with components 
derived from the following manufacturers; 
Audio Innovations, Snell, Wadia, Micromega, 
Deltec, Voyd, Systemdek, SME, Revox, Ortofon, 
Pioneer. Demos by appt. Please phone for fur­
ther details. Install free of charge. M on-Sat 1 0-
7, closed Wed am. 

NOTIINGHAM HI-FI CENTRE, 120-122 Alfreton 
Road, Nottingham. (0602) 786919. Over 25 
years experience, superb demo rooms, exten­
sive range, tree parking. Mon-Sat 9-5.30. 
li1.i1i1jJ 
WOLLATON AUDIO, 134 Parkside, Wollaton, 
Notts NG8 2NP. Tei/Fax (0602) 284147. Audio 
Valve amplifiers, Clements loudspeakers, 
Maplenoll turntables, Monarchy digital, XLO 
cables. Demonstrations by appointment. Home 
trial facilities. Call us tor details. 

OXFORDSHIRE 
ASTLEY AUDIO LTD, 3 Marketplace, 
Wallingford. (0491) 839305. Aura, B&W, JPW, 
Technics, Panasonic, Pioneer, Kenwood, 
Marantz, Sony, Yamaha, Denon, Dual, Mission, 
T DL, Tannoy. Home trial, tree installation. 
Service dept. Access, Visa, Amex, Diners. 
Instant credit. Tue-Fri 9-5.30, Sat 9-5. Records 
& COs stocked. 
AUDIO T, 19 Old High Str, Headington, Oxford 
OX3 9HS. (01865) 65961, Fx (0181) 60415. 
Great hi-fi  from Arcam, Audiolab, Gyrus, 
Denon, Kef, Linn, Marantz, Meridian, Mission, 
Rotel, Yamaha & many more. Mon-Fri 10-6, 
Sat 9.30-5.30. Trained staff. 3 year guarantee 
on hi-ti. Free delivery & installation. 30 day 
free upgrade scheme. Home demonstrations. 
Part exchange. Interest Free Credit on selected 
items. 2 listening rooms. Home Cinema spe­
cialists. Free membership of Club Audio T. 
BADA bonded. li1.i1i1jJ 
OVERTURE HI-FI, 3 Church Lane, Banbury, 
OX16 8LR. (0295) 272158. Arcam, Heybrook, 
Mission, Quad, Denon, Linn Products, Nairn 
Audio, Epos, Meridian, Nakamichi. For sensible 
unbiased adivce, call Oxfordshire's audio 
experts. Superb demo facilities. No appts nee, 
service dept, tree install, home trial. 
AccessNisa, instant credit. Mon-Fri 1 0-6, Sat 
9.30-5.30. li1.i1i1jJ 
OXFORD AUDIO CONSULTANTS, Cantay Hse, 
Park End Street, Oxford OX1 1 JE. (0865) 
790879 tax (0865) 791665. NAD, Rotel, 
Musical Fidelity, Pioneer, Marantz, Rogers, 
TDL, T horens, Audio Research, Proceed.2 
Demo rooms. Service Dept, Home trial and tree 
installation. Instant credit, Access, Amex, Visa. 
1 0-6 Mon-Sat. li1.i1i1jJ 
RADFORDS, 6 South Parade, Summertown, 
Oxford, OX2 7 JR. Tel 0865 511241. Visit us tor 
the largest range of Hi-Fi & Home Cinema 
equipment in the South-West. Demonstration 
rooms, Service depts, Home Installation 
Service, Access, Visa, Amex. Open 9,.00-5.30 
Mon-Sat. li1.i1i1jJ 
WESTWOOD AND MASON, 46 George St, 
Oxford. Tel: (0865) 247783. Aura, Arcam, 
Denon, Epos, Royd, Marantz, Mission, Monitor 
Audio, Nakamichi, Nairn, Quad, Rotel, Rega, 
Tannoy, Teac. Open 1 0-5pm. De m room. 
Closed Thur. 

SHROPSHIRE 
AVON HI-FI, 12 Barker Street,Shrewsbury, 
Shropshire SY1 10J. (0743) 355166. NAD, 
Quad, B&W, Kenwood, Aiwa, Bose, Nakamichi, 
Onkyo. Dem room. Home trial. Free install. 
Service dept. Access, Visa. £1000 instant 
credit. Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri, Sat 9-5.30. 
CREATIVE AUDIO, 9 Dogpole, Shrewsbury. 
(07 43) 241924. Arc am, Audiolab, Celestion, 
Gyrus, Denon, Epos, Kef, Meridian, Mission, 
Nairn, Quad, Rega, Roksan, Rotel, Ruark, 
Tripod. Dem room. Home trial and free installa-



lion. One of the best ranges of quality hi-li out­
side London. Credit to £1000, instant low-cost 
finance to £15,000, Amex, Access, Visa, 
Switch. Specialist service dept. Tues-Sat 9.30-
5.30. 

SOMERSET 
MIKE MANNING AUDIO, 110 Middle Street, 
Yeovil, Somerset BA20 1 NE. (0935) 79361, Fax 
(0935) 32923, Mobile(0850) 325965. Naim, 
Roksan, Pink Triangle, A+R (Arcam), ATC, AVI, 
NAD, Pioneer, Rotel, Denon, etc. Dedicated lis­
tening lounge, for relaxed and unpressured 
demonstrations. Appts not usually nee. but 
best to phone first. Home trial facilities on 
request, free installation, service department. 
Instant credit, Access & Visa, etc.9-5.30 closed 
Mondays. 

STAFFORDSHIRE 
GRANGE H Fl LTD 153 Branston Rd, Burton­
on- Trent, Staffordshire DE14 3DQ. (01283) 
33655. Albarry, Audio Innovations, Arcam, 
Castle, Denon, JPW, Marantz, Moth, Pink 
Triangle, Rotel, Rogers, Systemdek, SME, 
Tannoy, TDL, Yamaha. Home cinema and hi-fi 
demo rooms, appts nee on Sat, Free Install. 
Service dept Access, Visa, interest free credit 
available, subject to status. 9.00-
5.30pm.Ciosed for lunch 12.00-12.30. li1ili1.i1 

SUFFOLK 
AUDIBLE DIFFERENCE, Near Diss, Norfolk -
see main entry under Norfolk. 
AUDIO IMAGE S, ?All Saints Rd, Pakefield, 
South Lowestoft, Suffolk NR33 6JL. Tei/Fax: 
0502 582853. Quad, Triangle, Arcam, Castle, 
Rotel, Moth, JPW, Finlux, Audio Innovations, 
plus the amazing Rothwell range. Separate 
demo room, no appts nec.10-6.30 Tue-Thur, 
?pm Fri, 6pm Sat. 
BASICALLY SOUND. The Old School, School Rd, 
Bracon Ash, Norwich. (0508) 570829. For full 
details see entry under Norfolk. li1ili1.i1 
BURY AUDIO, 47 Churchgate St, Bury St 
Edmonds, Suffolk, IP33 1 RG. Tel (0284) 
724337. Arcam, Castle, Heybrook, LFD, 
Marantz, Meridian, Monitor Audio, Michell, 
Musical Fidelity, Orelle, Pink Triangle, Proac, 
Quad, Rotel, Ruark, Target, van den Hul, etc. 
Single Speaker Room. No appointments neces­
sary. Home trial lac. Free Installation. Access, 
Visa, Switch. 9.30-6pm Man-Sat. Closed Wed 
EASTERN AUDIO 41 Bramford Rd, Ipswich. 
(0473) 217217.Established nearly 20 years. 
Easy parking, dem room. Man-Sat 9.30-6. 
Quad, Arcam, Marantz, Meridian, Denon, 
Nakamichi, Audiolab, Technics, NAD, TDL, 
Celestion, Mission and B&W. 1i1i1i1.i1 
FENWAY 71 The Rookery Centre, Newmarket 
Tel (0638) 663166. Contact Mark Pearson For 
Base, Pioneer, QED, Rotel, Sony, Tannoy, 
Technics, equipment and accessories. 
Demonstration facility. In house service depart­
ment. Ring or come in and see a family run 
firm. Please see entry under Cambrigeshire. 
'Free installation by experts'. 

SURREY 
AUDIO SOUTH, 24 (The Woolmead) East Str, 
Farnham, Surrey GU9 ?TT. (0252) 714555. 
Audio Note, Deltec, JPW, Marantz, Rotel, Teac, 
etc. AV specialist. Dem room and evening 
appointments available. Home trial facilities. 
Free installation. Access, Visa. 10.30-6 Man­
Sat. 
INFIDELITY 9 High Str, Hampton Wick, 
Kingston Upon Thames, Surrey. Tel: (081) 943 
3530. Arcam, Creek, Epos, Heybrook, 
Micromega, Naim Audio, Roksan, Rega 
Research, Shaninian, TEAC. Single speaker lis­
tening room. Appts prel, free installation, ser­
vice dept. Major credit cards. Closed Mon. 
Tue-Fri 10.30-7, Sat 10-6. li1ili1.i1 
PJ HI-FI the Hi Fi Shop, 3 Bridge St, 
Guildford, Surrey GUt 4RY. (0483) 
504801/304756. 9-6 Man-Sat. Unn, Meridian, 
Arcam, Quad, Revox, Rotel, NAD, Nakamichi, 
Marantz, Yamaha, Deltec, Rega, 
Audiolab,Mission/Cyrus. li1ili1.i1 

RIVERSIDE HI-FI 422 Richmond Road, East 
Twickenham. TWt 2EB. Tel: (081) 892 7613. 
Fax: (081) 892 7749. See main entry under 
Middlesex. li1ili1.i1 
ROGERS HI-FI, 13 Bridge Street, Guildford, 
Surrey. (0483) 61049. Aiwa, Creek, Denon, 
JPW, Marantz, Micromega, Rogers, T EAC, 
Pioneer, Systemdek, Tannoy. Demonstration 
facilities available, no appointment necessary. 
Free installation. Service department. 
AccessNisa. Instant credit up to £1,000 subject 
to status. Monday-Saturday 9.30-6pm, later by 
appointment. 
SPALDINGS HI-FI. 352-4 Lower Addiscombe 
Rd, Croydon, Surrey CRO ?AF. 081-654 
1231/2040. Linn Naim, Quad, Meridian, 
Audiolab, Mission, Marantz, Denon, Ruark, 
Tannoy, Arcam. 3 dem rooms including AV 
room. Service dept, free install, home trial 
facilities, appointments advisable. Access, Visa, 
Amex, Interest free credit, instant credit. Man­
Sat 9-5.45. Tues-8. Closed Wed. Service dept. 
li1ili1.i1 
SURBITON PARK RADIO, 48 Surbiton Rd, 
Kingston-Upon-T hames, Surrey. (081) 546 
5549. Quad, Castle, Dual, Denon, Kenwood, 
Mordaunt-Short, Rotel, Pioneer, QED, B&W, 
Tannoy. Demo facilities. Access, Visa. 9.30-
5.00 Man-Sat. Service dept. 
ZEBRA 18-24 Brighton Road, South Croydon 
CR2 6AA. 081 688 2093. See main entry under 
London. 
SURREY HI-FI, 45 High St Godstone, Surrey 
RH9 8LS. (Just off M25). (0883) 744755. 
Musical Fidelity, Quad, JPW, Audiolab, Base, 
Tube Technology, Sennheiser, van den Hul 
cables. For full product listing and directions to 
Surrey hi-li please see our advert in the Dealer 
Guide. 

SUSSEX (EAST) 
JEFFRIES HI-FI. 69 London Road, Brighton BNl 
4JE. (0273) 609431. Hi-fi, home cinema and 
multi-room specialist. Range includes Arcam, 
Beyer, Celestion, Denon, KEF, Kinshaw, 
Lexicon, Linn, Meridian, Mitsubishi, Naim, 
Panasonic, Polk, Rega, REL, RoteT, Royd, Ruark, 
Sennheiser, Shahinian, Sony, Top Tape. 2 dem 
rooms. Open Tues-Sat, late night Wed. Free 
parking, bus route, credit facilities. Winner 
Sony/Hi-Fi News Best Southern Dealer. li1ili1.i1 
JEFFRIES HI-FI, 4 Albert Parade, Green Street. 
Eastbourne 8N21 1 SO. (0323) 31336, Fax 
(0323) 416005. Hi-fi, home cinema and multi­
room specialist. Range includes Arcam, Beyer, 
Celestion, Denon, Dynaudio, KEF, Lexicon, Linn, 
Meridian, Mitsubishi, Naim, Panasonic, Polk, 
REL, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, Sennheiser, Sony, Top 
Tape, Yamaha. Two demonstration rooms. Open 
Tues-Sat, late night Wed. Free parking, bus 
route, credit facilities. Winner Sony/Hi-Fi News 
Best Southern Dealer. li1ili1.i1 
THE POWERPLANT 66 Upper North Street, 
Brighton BN1 3FL. (0273) 775978. Gyrus, 
Roksan, Micromega, Epos, Rega, Arcam, 
Audiolab, AT C, T heil, Rotel, Audionote etc. 
Single speaker demonstration room, home trial 
available, no appts required, service dept, free 
installation.Access, Amex, Visa, Interest free 
credit, instant credit. Tue-Sat 1 0-6pm. 1i1i1i1.i1 

SUSSEX (WEST) 
AUDIO DESIGNS. 26 High Street, East 
Grinstead, West Sussex RH19 3AS. (0342) 
314569. Arcam, Audiolab, Gyrus, Epos, Linn, 
Marantz, Naim, Rotel, Mission, Sony. 
Comfortable listening room. Installation and 
service dept. Access, Visa and credit facilities. 
9:30-6:00 Mon-Sat, late Tue. 1i1i1i1.i1 
BOWERS & WILKINS LTD, (Est. 1945) 1 Becket 
Buildings, Littlehampton Rd, Worthing. (0903) 2 
64141. 1 minute from A24 & A27. Free local 
parking. Aura, B&W (inc. Matrix), Castle, 
Denon, Mission, Nakamichi, Quad, Teac, 
Technics, Thorens, and many more in 4 Dem 
Rooms. Systems, Hi-Fi and Home Cinema. 
Service Dept., Installations. Open 6 days a 
week. Access, Visa, instant credit to £1000 
subject to status. 
CHICHESTER HI Fl, 7 St. Pancras, Chichester, 
W. Sussex P019 1 SJ. Tel: (0243) 776402. Unn, 
Naim,Rega, Creek, Nakamichi, A&R, Denon, 
Roksan etc. Tues-Sat, 10-1, 2-5.15 (closed 

M on). 
TYNE&WEAR 

RED RADIO SHOP AND HI-FI CENTRE, 11 
Olive Street (Off Park Lane), Sunderland, Tyne 
& Wear SR1 3PE. 091-567 2087. Castle, 
Denon, JVC, Kenwood, Mordaunt-Short, 
Michell, Pioneer, Teac, Tannoy, TDL. TV, video, 
stylii, cartridges, components, accessories, 
portables etc. Audio/visual dem room with cin­
ema sound. On site repair service, interest free 
credit. 9am-5.30pm daily. 

WARWICKSHIRE 
FRANK HARVEY HIFI, 163 Span Street, 
Coventry, Warwickshire, CV1 3BD. Tel 0203 
525200. Arcam, Mission, Gyrus, Musical 
Fidelity, Marantz, Rotel, NAD, Tannoy, Yamaha, 
KEF. Open 9:30-5:30 closed Thursday. li1ili1.i1 
SOUNDS EXPENSIVE, 12 Regent Str, Rugby. 
(0788) 540772. Arcam, Audiolab, Quad, 
Meridian, Marantz, Mission, Celestion, KEF, 
Rotel, Ruark, Rotel, Heybrook. IMPROVE YOUR 
IMAGE, BE SEEN WITH US. appts required, no 
service dept, free install, home trial facilities. 
Access, Amex, Visa, Diners, Instant credit. 
Open 9-5.30pm Man-Sat. li1ili1.i1 

WILTSHIRE 
THE AUDIO EXCHANGE, 52 Morse Str, 
Swindon, Wiltshire SNt 5QP. (0793) 539008. 
Acoustic Energy, Audio Innovations, Cerwin 
Vega, CR Developments, Heybrook, Impulse, 
Micromega, Michell, REL, Sequence, Sugden. 
AV and single speaker demo room. Home trial 
facilities, free installation, service dept. 10-6 
Man-Sat. 
AUDIO T. 60 Fleet St, Swindon, SNt 1 RA. 
(01793) 538222, Fax (01793) 487260. Great 
hi-fi  from Arcam, Denon, Linn, Marantz, 
Meridian, Mission, Naim, Rotel, Technics, 
Yamaha & many more. Man-Sat 9.30-5.30. 
Trained staff. 3 year guarantee on hi-fi. Free 
delivery & installation. 30 day free upgrade 
scheme. Home demonstrations. Part exchange. 
Interest Free Credit on selected items. 2 listen­
ing rooms. Home Cinema specialists. Free 
membership of Club Audio T BADA bonded. 
li1ili1.i1 

WORCESTERSHIRE 
CO LORAMA HI-FI, 27 Kingfisher Walk, 
Kingfisher Centre, Redditch, Wares B97 4EY. 
(0527) 597260. Aura, Nad, Onkyo, Kenwood, 
Denon, TDL, Polk Audio, B&W, Tannoy, Full 
Pro-Logic products. In-store integrated dem 
facilities. No appts required, service dept. 
Access, Visa. Open 9-5.30, closed Thur. 
SPAINS HI-FI, 2&2a New Road, Bromsgrove, 
Worcestershire. Tel: (0527) 872460. B&W, 
Denon, Kef, Kenwood, Marantz, Mission, Nad, 
Pioneer, Rotel, Sony, Tannoy and more. 
Comfortable listening lounge for hi-fi and AV 
equipment. Free installation. Access & Visa, 
interest free credit. 
WEST MIDLANDS AUDIO, 158 Ombersley 
Road, Worcester WR3 ?HA. (0905) 58046. 
Audiolab, Arcam, Naim Audio, Rega, Kef, 
Roksan, Epos, Quad, Nakamichi, Absolute 
Sounds and lots more. 4 demo rooms for bud­
get & high-end audio. Dedicated DSP room. 
Appointments required. Free install, service 
dept. Access, Visa, Amex, Diners, Switch. 
Chartered Trust. Man-Sat 9.00-5.30 late 
evenings by appt. 

YORKSHIRE (NORTH) 
HARROGAT E HI-FI, 15 Commercial Str, 
Harrogate, N Yorks. (0423) 504274. Alchemist, 
Albarry, Ruark, Cabasse, Tannoy, Lumley 
Reference, Orelle, Celestion, NAD, Onkyo, 
Rotel, Yamaha. Single speaker dems, home 
cinema dems. Appts required, service dept, 
free install, home trial. Access, Amex, Visa, lnt 
free credit, instant credit. Open 1 0-6pm closed 
Mon. 1i1i1i1.i1 
SCARBOROUGH HI-FI CENTRE, 14 Northway, 
Scarborough, N. Yorks Y011 1 JL. (0723) 
374547. Alchemist, Lumley Reference, Nad, 
Rotel, Onkyo, Mission, Celestion, Orelle, 
Marantz, Tannoy, Ruark. Dem room, home 
dems. Appts required, service depart, free 
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install, home trial. Access Visa lnt free Credit, 
Am ex, Diners. Open 10-6 M on to Sat. li1ili1.i1 
SOUND ORGANISATION YORK, 2b Gillygate, 
York Y03 ?EO. Tel: (0904) 627108. Closed 
Mondays. Unn, Naim, Rega, Creek, Meridian, 
Arcam, Denon, Royd, Rotel and other well cho­
sen makes."You can't go wrong - we 
wouldn't let you" li1ili1.i1 
VICKERS HI-FI, 24 Gillygate, York. (0904) 
629659. Audiolab, Harman-Kardon, Marantz, 
Musical Fidelity, Pink Triangle, Quad, 
Systemdek, Tannoy, Technics, & lots more. 3 
demonstration studios (2 by appointment) 
superb showrooms, 2 year guarantee on all hi­
li products Appts as above, home trial facili­
ties, free installation, service department. 
Qualified and experienced staff, over 25 years 
experience.12 months interest free credit. 
10.30-5.30 Man-Sat. 

YORKSHIRE (SOUTH) 
HI-FI STUDIOS, Sunnyfields, Doncaster, DN5 
85A. (0302) 781387. Stemfoort, Ruark, 
Absolute SOunds, Impulse, Proac, Martin­
Logan, Sugden, Conrad-Johnson, SME, Michell 
Gyrodek, Teac CD and tape, REL, Pro-ject, CR 
Developments, Art Audio valves, Keswick 
Audio Research, Yamaha DSP Home Cinema, 
Harbeth, Systemdek, Audio Innovations, 
Ortofon, Goldring. Home cinema Pro-Logic 
demonstrations, listening room, dems, home 
trial, free delivery and install, 2 year guarantee. 
Access, Visa. t0-8pm Mon-Fri, 10-6 Sat. 
Phone for further info. & FREE fact pack. 

YORKSHIRE (WEST) 
AUDIOVISION (BRIGHOUS E) LTD, 5 Bethel 
Street, Brig house, W Yorks HD6 1 JR. (1 mile 
from junction 25, M62) (0484) 713996. 
Yorkshire's experts for the entire range of 
Technics hi-fi separates and systems, 
Panasonic Nicam TV, satellite, audio, VCRs and 
camcorders, Philips widescreen TV, CDi and 
Laserdisc players and Yamaha cinema DSP 
separates. Also, Castle Acoustics, Mordaunt­
Short, Base, TDL, Cerwin Vega and Aiwa hi-li 
separates. Hi-fi, home cinema and Dolby 
Prologic surround sound systems on continu­
ous demonstration. Free specialist advice and 
expert installation. In store service dept, 
Access, Visa, Credit charge. Man-Sat 9-5.30. 
ASTON AUDIO 19 Crossgate, Otley, Leeds, 
LS21 1AA. (0943) 467689. Naim, Mission 
Gyrus, Arcarn, Audiolab, Meridian, TDL,  
Micromega, Quad, B&W, Nakamichi, Denon. 
Home Cinema, dem rooms, int free credit, 
Visa, Access. Open Tues-Sat 9-6pm . li1ili1.i1 
HUDDERSHELD HI-FI CENTRE 4 Cross Church 
St, Huddersfield. (0484) 544668. B&W, Gyrus, 
Kenwood, Denon, Rotel, Arcam, Musical 
Fidelity, Quad, Audio Lab, Marantz, Mission, 
etc. Dem facilties - appointment reqd. Man­
Sat 9-5.30, T hurs 9-8. Closed Wed. Free 
installation, credit facilities. Access, Visa. 
IMAGE HI-FI. 17 The Springs, Wakefield, WFt 
1 DE. (0924) 200272. Arcam, Linn, Meridian, 
Mission, Quad, Rotel, Etc. 2 Listening Rooms . 
Free Parking, Dell & Instal Mon-Sat 9:30 5:30 
pm li1ili1.i1 
IMAGE HI·FI 8-10 St Annes Road, Headingley, 
Meridian, Mission, Quad, Rotel, Etc. 3 Listening 
Rooms. Free Dem & Instal. Open 
Man-Sat 9:30 - 6:00pm li1ili1.i1 

NORTHERN IRELAND 

BELFAST 
LYRIC HI-FI, 161/163 Stranmillis Road, 
Belfast. (0232) 381296, Fax (0232) 661115. 
Linn, Naim. Rega, Arcam, Castle, Denon, Rotel, 
Royd, Epos, Shahinian, Sehring etc. Free deliv­
ery and installation, service dept, 3 single 
speaker demo rooms, interest free credit avail­
able. Open Man-Sat 10-6, Late night Thurs. 
closed all day Wednesday. 
ZEUS AUDIO. 2-4 Grt Victoria Str, Belfast BT2 
?BA. (0232) 332522. Audio Innovations, Pink 
Triangle, Roksan, Marantz, Ta.nnoy, Rotel, 
Micromega, Meridian, Mission Gyrus etc. Open 
Man-Sat 10.00-5.30. Late night Thursday. 
li1ili1.i1 
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COUNTY DOWN 
ASTON AUDIO, Unit 8, Kings Road Shopping 
Centre, Kings Road. Belfast. Tel: 0232 
402220. Akai, Aiwa, Technics, JVC, Mitsubishi, 
Samsung, Toshiba, Panasonic, and many 
more. Demos available, Open M on-Fir 1 0-8pm 
Sat 10-5pm 

SCOTLAND 

ABERDEEN 
H I-FI EXCELLENCE, 293 Union Grove, 
Aberdeen, AB1 6TD. Tel (0224) 322520. Aiwa, 
Audio Innovations, Denon, Impulse, Infinity, 
Musical Fidelity, Rote!, Roksan, TDL. 2 large 
single speaker dem rooms. Appts necessary 
after 6.00pm. Home trial facilities, Free 
Installation, Service Department. Various 
offers. 3 Yr guarantee. Open 1 0-6.00pm 6 
days. 
HOLBURN HHI, 441 Holburn St, Aberdeen AB1 
6DU. Tel: (0224) 585713/572729, Fax: (0224) 
584194. Arcam, Audiolab, Castle, Gyrus, 
Oenon, Heybrook, KEF, Marantz, Meridian, 
Mission, NAD, Pioneer, Quad, Rega, Rotel, 
Royd, Tannoy, TDL, Technics, Yamaha etc. 
Separate demo room, installation service, AV 
systems stocked, easy parking, established 21 
years, Mon-Sat 9.30-5.30pm, late night Thurs 
till 8pm. Access, Amex, Visa, Switch accepted. 
Full service facilities available. li1oi!!ll 

AYRSHIRE 
THE SOUND FOUNDATION, 22 Nelson St, 
Kilmarnock, Ayrshire, KA1 1BA. Tel: (0563) 
74185, tax (0563) 74186. Stockists of Proac, 
Castle, Audio Innovations, Harman Kardon, 
Sugden, Pink Triangle, Rote! etc. Open Monday 
to Saturday 9.30 - 5.30, late night Thursday til 
?pm. Home dems and delivery installation ser­
vice available. Credit facilities also available. 
Contact Kevin for more information and direc­
tions. 

EDINBURGH 
IN Hl-FI, Galloway House, 8-1 o Bakers Place, 
Corner of St Stephen St, Stockbridge, 
Edinburgh EH3 6SY. 031-225 8854. Arcam, 
Castle, Gyrus, Marantz, Meridian, Mission, 
Quad, Rogers,Sony, Yamaha, and other good 
brands. Full home cinema demonstration 
lounge. 2 hi-fi demo lounges. No appts 
required, service dept, free install, home trial 
facilities. Access, Amex, Visa, instant credit. 
Open Mon-Sat 9.30-6pm. li1oi!!ll 
MUSIC MILL, 72 Newhaven Rd, Edinburgh EH6 
5QG. Tel 031-555 3963. The only stockist of 
the full range of Micromega in Scotland. Plus: 
DPA, Stand unique, Alchemist, Royd, Proac, 
Audio Innovations, Lumley Reference. Tube 
Technology, DNM, B&W, Systemdek, 
Nottingham Analogue, Nakamichi, Rehdeko, 
Dali, Crimson, Harmon Kardon, Goldring, Plus 
DNM Cables, Tiny Tubes + Designer Hi-Fi fur­
niture. M on-Sat 10-6 by appt. Closed 
Wednesdays. All major credit cards accepted. 
Contact Fraser or Mark. Phone for Directions, 
more information & product evenings. Car 
parking available. 

GLASGOW 
STEREO STEREO, 278 St. Vincent Street, 
Glasgow G2 5RL. Tel: 041-248 4079, Fax: 
(0555) 820358. All of our products are stocked 
on the basis of how well they perform and not 
on what the reviewers say this month. From 
individual components to complete systems. 
Multiroom and AV. If you are confused or would 
just like good advice. Listen to the equipment 
before deciding. Give Alan or lan a call. 3 
demonstration rooms. Free installation with 
deliveries throughout Scotland. lnsterest free 
credit. Mon-Sat 1 0-6, closed Tues. 

HIGHLANDS 
THE MUSIC STATION, 49 Church Str, Inverness 
IV 1 DR. Tel: (0463) 225 523. Beyer Dynamic, 
Celestion, Denon, Jamo, Kef, Kenwood, 

Marantz, Mission, Musical Fidelity, Pioneer, 
Rotel, Sony. Listening room service dept, free 
delivery to local area, part exch, full range of 
credit facilities. 

STIRLING 
STIRLING A UDIO, 19 Barton Str, Stirling, 
Scotland FK8 1 HF. (0786) 479958. Lino, 
Mission, Gyrus, Marantz, Arcam, TDL, 
Heybrook, Tannoy, Aiwa, Audio Innovations. 
Dem room. No appts necessary, service dept, 
free installation, home trial. Access, Visa, lnt 
free credit, instant credit. Mon-Sat 10-5.30, 
closed Wed. 

TAYSIDE 
J.D. BROWN, 28-36 Castle St, Dundee DD1 
9NZ. (0382) 26591. Rotel, Denon, Pioneer, 
Technics, Aiwa, Mission, Castle, Mordaunt­
Short, Monitor Audio, Bose, Infinity. All equip­
ment ready for demonstration. No appt nee, 
free installation, service dept. Open 9.30-6pm 
six days a week, (close 5pm Sat). 

WALES 

CLWYD 
ACTON GATE AUDIO, 4 Ruabon Rd, Wrexham 
(0978) 364500. Audio Visual specialists. Aiwa, 
Arcam, AMC, Bose, B&W, Beard, Canon, 
Celestion, Castle, Gyrus, Jamo, Marantz, 
Michell, Mordaunt-Short, Musical Fidelity, NAD, 
Nakamichi, Micromega, Quad, Radford, Rotel, 
Rogers, Rega, Ruark, Spender, Tannoy, 
W harfedale, UKD, Yamaha DSP member. 
Demonstration room, installation service. Easy 
parking and motorway access. Access, Visa 
etc. 1i1oi!!11 

SOUTH GLAMORGAN 
AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 134 Crwys Road, Cardiff. 
(0222) 228565.Great Hi Fi carefully selected 
and demonstrated by friendly, enthusiasti staff. 
Closed Mon. li1oi!!ll 

WEST GLAMORGAN 
IIUDID EXCELLENCE, 9 High St, Swansea. 
(0792) 474608. Great HI-Fi carefully selected 
and demonstrated by friendly, enthusiasti staff. 
Closed Mon. li1oi!!ll 

GWYNEDD 
I&H GRIFFITHS & SONS, 313 High St, Bangor 
LL57 1 YA. (0248) 370655. Aura, Yamaha, 
Tannoy, Teac, Sony, B&W, SVC, Rotel. Demos 
available, no appts nee, home trial facilities, 
free installation, sevice dept. Access, Visa, 
Lombard credit charge. Mon-Sat 9-5.30, Wed 
9-1. Audio Visual Specialists. 
PETERS HI-FI Victoria Buildings, Mostyn 
Avenue, Craig-y-don, Llandudno. (0492) 
876788. Single speaker dem room. Open 9-
5.30. Closed Wed. See Cheshire branch for 
details. 

To advertise in 

this section 

call}ennifer 
Phillips on 

0]1-917 76lt3 

INDICATES MEMBERSHIP OF 
THE BRITISH AUDIO DEALERS 
ASSOCIATION 

Mail Order Madness 
Phone For A Catalogue 

The 
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EMINENCE 

-c-ELESTDl 
0 PRECISION DEVICES 

Boxcalc cabinet design software now available 
design your own Band pass, Reflex and IB systems 

Only£69.00 inc p&p e-, .. ,. . Unit 9 Waterside Mill 
Waterside Macclesfield 

Cheshire SK11 7HG == 
Tel No 0625-500507 VISA 
Fax No 0625-500508 

SPL 1. Kit £196 
11 ltr. Reflex using Morel Drive Units 
18mm MDF Flat Pack Cabs, air 
cored lnd. SOLON CAPS 
"I haven't heard any ready built near field monitor that comes 
close to these for anything close to the price" 

Recording Musician 

"T he speakers cost about half the price of a comparable pair" 
Daily Telegraph 

SPL. Satellite Kit £172 
3'12 litre E nclosure Reflex using Morel magnetically 
shielded Drive Units 
12mm MDF Flat Pack Cabs of highest quality 

ATC Kits Active or Passive 
ATC Sanctioned Kits 55 and 11 0 litres 
25mm MDF Flat Pack Cabs 
ATCK 50 55LTR Passive £1850 
ATCK 100 110 LTR Passive £1950 

Active £2895 
Active £2995 

"Rare opportunity to be able to buy a pedigree 

product for the price of a mongrel" Audio Media 

Four Dem Rooms • Tuesday to Saturday opening 
OVER 30 KIT S TO DEM 

Wilmslow 
Audio 

DEPT HFC, Wellington Close, 
Parkgate Trading Estate, 
Knutsford, Cheshire WA 16 BOX 
Tel: 0565 650605 Fax: 0565 650080 

� All major Credit Cards accepted IZJ -



The most comprehensive hi-fi listing in the known universe 

THE FINEST HI-FI MAGAZINE IN THE WORLD 

Welcome to the Hi-Fi Choice 
Buyer's Guide, the UK's 
biggest and best guide to 
choosing hi-fi. Over 2,500 
items are listed, with 
up-to-date prices and 
specifications. Part two 
comprises the unique 
review-based Directory, 
containing our views on 
over 700 components that 
have been tested and rated 
by the Hi-Fi Choice experts. 

PRICE GUIDE PAGE 107 

YOUR AT-A-GLANCE REFERENCE TO HI-FI 

PRICES, TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS AND 

OPTIONS. 

OVER 2,500 ITEMS LISTED! IF IT'S HOT 

AND HI-FI, IT'S HERE. 

PRODUCT CATEGORIES 

AMPLIFIERS PAGE 109 

CASSETTE DECKS PAGE 113 

CD PLAYERS, TRANSPORTS AND DACS 

PAGE 114 

DIGITAL RECORDERS PAGE 116 

HEADPHONES PAGE 116 

LOUDSPEAKERS PAGE 122 

RECEIVERS PAGE 130 

SYSTEMS PAGE 130 

TUNERS PAGE 131 

TURNTABLES, ARMS AND CARTRIDGES 

PAGE 133 

THE DIRECTORY PAGE 139 

THE ORIGINAL, THE MOST AUTHORITATIVE, 

THE BEST. OUR UNIQUE REVIEW-BASED 

GUIDE TO OVER 700 PRODUCTS TESTED IN 

Hl-fl CHOICE. BEWARE CHEAP IMITATIONS ... 

Hi-Fi Choice January 1995 107 



BIGGEST SIIIE EIIEB 

ALL 

BILL HUTCHINSON 

HI-FI SHOPS 

ARE DEDICATED 

AUDIO VISUAL 

CENTRES 

ALL 

BRANCHE S  

A R E  MAJOR 

LASE R  DISC 

STOCKISTS 

Hi-Fi · CD · Audio Visual Centre 

T H E P R  0 F E  S S  0 N A L S 

W hen you purchase from Bill Hutchinson 

you're buying the best names in Hi-Fi 

from the best name for Hi-Fi. 

Our Product Guarantee and Pricing Policy 

ensure you obtain an excellent deal. 

My staff and I look forward to being of 

service to you. Yl:Jz,LL 

PRICE PLEIHJE 
Should you find any local dealer offering 

a better price for goods currently in stock at 
Bill Hutchinson and the alternative quoting retailer, 

we will better that deal. 

LICENSED CREDIT BROKERS ASK FOR DETAILS 

HEAR KENWOOD'S INNOVATION WINNING AV AMPLIFIER 

YAMAHA DSP-2070 -AV AMPLIFIER -INNOVATION WINNER '94 rA 
KENWOOD KRV 6060- AV RECEIVER -INNOVATION WINNER '94 lfA 
PIONEER PD5-703 

MARANTZ 1020 

AIWAAD-450 

KEF lOO 

NCUX-C7 

-CD PLAYER -INNOVATION WINNER '94 rA 
- LYFE STYLE SYSTEM -INNOVATION WINNER '94 rA 
-CASSEHE DECK -INNOVATION WINNER '94 FA 
-CENTRE SPEAKERS -INNOVATION WINNER '94 lfA 
-AV AMPLIFIER -INNOVATION WINNER '94 rA 

BIGG£ST- Sill£ EllEB 



Key to amplifiers Type: lnt ·integrated, Pre-preampli-

. li 
Price ·typical retail, to nearest fier, Pwr-power amplifier . 

�
ound. Headphone- Y- yes, N- no. 
ower- ou

�
ut power in watts, per Remote -Y- yes, N · no. 

channel, R S. Size- width x height x depth in cm. 
Inputs- MM/MC- phono moving coil 
and moving magnet, l-line (CD, aux 
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etc), T ·tape. 
A/V· includes Dol by Surround or Pro The Directory for full test results. 
logic decoder and amplification. 
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� Model .. � 5I Size Special 

Aiwa XA-003 140 lnt N 40 MM,2L,1T y N 2 speaker circuits 
AiwaXA-950 230 lnt N 100 MM/MC,2L,2T y y 2 speaker circuits 
Alchemist Kraken/pre An v 0 Pre N MM,3L,2T N N 25,9,25 Stainless steeVgold finish 
Alchemist Kraken/F\.r An iv 0 Pwr 60 N N 32,9,25 Stainless steeVgold finish 
Alchemist Kraken/Pre 380 Pwr 60 32,9,25 Bridoable 
Alchemist Kraken/mono 380 Pwr N 60 N N 32,9,25 
Alchemist Kraken 395 Pre N 5l,1T N N 25,9,25 Bridging circuit built-in 
Alchemist Kraken!Pwr 399 1nl N 60 3L,2T N N 32,9,25 MM £45 option 
Alchemist Kraken Anniv 499 1nl N 60 MM,3L,2T N N 25,9,25 Stainless steel/gold finish 
Alchemist Forseti 899 lnt N 100 4L,2T N N 47,10,39 
Alchemist Freya 1020 Pre N 6L,1T N N 31,7,30 
Alchemist Odin 1020 Pwr 80 31,14,30 Stereo 
Alchemist Genesis 1525 Pwr 110 25,14,30 Pair monoblocks 
AMC AV81 Control 289 Pre y 8L,2T N y 

AMC 2445 299 Pwr 45 4 channels 

AMC 1030 379 Pre N MM N N 

AMC 2030 449 Pwr 30 

AMC 584 479 Pre y 8L N y Multiroom, bal/unbal inputs 
AMC AV81 H.T. Control 499 Pre y 8L,2T N N As AV81 plus Dolby Pro Logi 
AMC CVT3030 529 lnt N 30 6L,1T y N Tube amp 
Analogue Saturn 75 Pre N MM N N 

Analoaue Saturn MC 75 Pre N MC N N 

Analooue Ju itor 330 lnt N 30 MM,4L,1T N N 

Arcam Alpha 5 230 lnt N 40 MM,3L,2T y N 43,8,30 Bypassable tone controls 
Arcam Alpha 6 330 lnt N 50 MM,3L,2T y y 43,8,30 Remote volume facility 
Arcam Delta 290P 400 Pwr N 75 y N 43,9,30 
Arcam Delta 290 480 lnt N 75 4L,2T y y 43,9,32 Opt MM/MC phono module 
Arcam Delta 11 OS 520 Pre N MM/MC,3L,2T y y 43,7,30 As Delta 110, w/o DAC 
Arcam Delta 120.2 550 Pwr N 100 y N 43,9,30 Bridgeable 
Arcam Delta 11 0 750 Pre N MM/MC,2L,2T y y 43,7,30 On-board DAC, 2 inputs 
Arion EOS 899 Pwr N 18 With volume control 
Arlon Elektra 999 lnt N 18 4L,1T N N Class A valve 
Arion Eros Line 1050 Pre N 4L,1T N N Dual mono construction 
Arion EOS ExPOrt 1099 Pwr N 18 With volume control 
Arion Elektra ExPOrt 1199 lnt N 18 4L,1T N N Class A valve amp 
Arion Triton 1250 Pwr 10 Triode, volume control 
Arlon Eros Phono 1250 Pre N 3L,1T N N Dual mono construction 
Arion T alos Line 1350 lnt N 10 4L,1T N N T riode Class A valve amp 
Arion Tycho 1650 Pwr N 50 Pure Class A 
Art Audio Conductor H'ph ne400 N y N Single ended triode Class A 
Art Audio VPA 750 Pre N MM/MC N N 

Art Audio VPL 816 Pre N 6L,2T N N 

Art Audio Vi' 1 952 Pre N MM,5L,2T N N 

Art Audio Conductor 1000 Pre N 6L,2T N Twin valve PSU 

Art Audio Quintet 1393 Pwr 15 Class A trtode/pentode 

Art Audio Conductor Pho 1500 Pre N MM/MC N N Separate PSU, upgradable 
Art Audio Conductor Expo 1500 Pre N 6L,2T y y Separate PSU, upgradable 
Art Audio Concerto 1669 Pwr N 50 2x mono Class A valve 
Art Audio Tempo 2398 Pwr 30 2x mono Class A triode 
Art Audio Maestro 3524 Pwr N 100 2x mono Class A valve 
Art Audio lnteora 11644 lnt N 30 5L,2T N N Class A Pentode 
Audio Innovation L 1 299 Pre N 3L,1T N N 25,10,30 
Audio Innovation Alto 329 lnt N 35 4L,2T N N 43,8,30 
Audio Innovation Ser 200 349 Pre N MM,3L,T N N 50,12,30 
Audio Innovation T2 399 Pre N MC N N 12,16,8 Phone stepup 
Audio Innovation Ser 200 499 Pwr N 12 N N 50,12.30 
Audio Innovation Ser 300 499 lnt N 10 MM,3L,1T N N 50,12,30 
Audio Innovation P2 679 Pre N MM N N 50,12,30 Phono stage 
Audio Innovation L2 699 Pre N 4L,1T N N 50,12.30 
Audio Innovation Ser 800 849 Pwr N 25 N N 41,15,34 
Audio I Classic 25 899 lnt N 25 4L,1T N N 46,15,34 Kit amplifier 
Audio Innovation P2MC 899 Pre N MM/MC N N 50,12,30 Phono staoe 
Audio Innovation Ser 500 999 lnt N 25 MM,3L,2T N N 41,15,34 
Audio Innovation Ser 700 999 lnt N 25 4L,1T N N 41,15,34 
!Audio Innovation 1000 1499 Pwr N 50 N N 41,15,34 Monoblocks 
Audio I First Audio 1549 Pwr N 7.5 N N 41,15,34 
Audio Innovation 1 OOOSE 2249 Pwr N 50 N N 41,15,34 Silver circuit board 
rAudio I 2nd Audio 2999 Pwr N 15 N N 41,15,34 Monoblocks 
Audio Note On aku 22411 lnt N 26 6L N N Single·ended Class A tube 
Audio Note Oto 1250 lnt N 24 MM/MC,4L, 1T N N 

Audio Research LS-3 1599 Pre N 5L,1T N N 48,14,26 1 direct input 
Audio Research PH-1 1649 Pre N MM/MC N N 48,14,26 Phono preamp 
Audio Research LS-3b 2250 Pre N 5L,1T N N 48,14,26 1 direct input 
Audio Research VT60 2430 Pwr N 35 N N SE tube 2x monoblocks 
Audio Research LS-2 2796 Pre N 5L.1T N N 48,14,26 1 direct inpuVhybrid 
Audio Research 0-200 2800 Pwr N 110 48,14,31 Songle ended, balanced 
Audio Research SP9 11 2850 Pre N MM/MC,4L,2T N N 48,14,26 Hybrid 

[Audio Research PH-2 2895 Pre N MM/MC N N 48,14,26 Balanced 
Audio Research LS-2b 3355 Pre N 5L,1T N N 48,14,26 1 balanced direct inpuVhybri 
Audio Research V35 3355 Pwr N 30 48,18,37 Balanced in, hybrid 
Audio Research V70 4480 Pwr N 60 48,18,40 Balanced in, hybrid 
Audio Research 0-300 4800 Pwr N 160 48,18,33 Single ended, balanced 
Audio Research LS-5 5290 Pre N 5L,1T N N 48,14,30 Full balanced in/out 
Audio Research Vf130 5600 Pwr N 65 N N Stereo tube, balanced Vp 
Audio Research D-40011 6200 Pwr N 200 48,23,33 Single ended, balanced 
Audio Research V140 8960 Pwr N 120 48,22,30 Monoblocks, hybrid 

udio Research VT150 14900 Pwr N 130 37,31,56 Monoblocks, tube 
Audiolab 8000A 500 lnt N 60 MM MC 1T 3T y N 45 8 36 PreouVmain in 

. ltl 

Model 

Audiolab 8000C 

Audiolab 8000P 

Audtolab 8000M 
Audiolab BOOOPPA 
Audiolab 80000 
Audiolink Sterlino 11 
Audiotink P400 
Audiolink PR401 
Aura VA80 
Aura VA100 11 

AVI S2000MA 
AVI S2000MP 
AVI S2000M1 
AVI S2000MM 
AVI S2000A 
Beard VM-P 
Beard CA·35 

Beard VMI-50 
Beard P·35 

Beard CA-506 

Beard A-70 
Beard M-1000 
Bryston .4 
Bryston BP1 
Bryston 26-LP 
Bryston BP4 
Bryston BP5 
Brvston BP20 
Bryston 3B-NRB 
Bryston THX3B 
Bryston 4B-NRB 
Brvston 7B-NRB 
Brvston THX4B 
Bryston THX7B 
Bryston 8B-NRB 
Bryston THXBB 
C.R. De Kalypso 

C.R. De Ramulus 
CAT SL1 Si line 
CAT SL1 Si phono 
CAT JL1 
Chimera X -150C 
Chimera X -80 
Chimera X -150P 
Chimera X-1 00 
Classe Audio Audio 30 
Classe Audio Audio 70 
Classe Audio Audio 4L 
Classe Audio Audio 4 
Classe Audio Audio 10 
Classe Audio Audio 5L 11 
Classe Audio Audio 5 11 

Classe Audio Audio 15 
Classe Audio Audio 6L 11 
Classe Audio Audio 6 11 

Classe Audio Audio 25 
Classe Audio Audio M-70 
Classe Audio Audio M-10 
Concordant Exhilerant 
Concordant Exquisite 
Conrad·Johnson PV1 OAt 
Conrad Johnson PV-10A 
Conrad-Johnson PV-12L 
Conrad-Johnson PV-12 
C-J Premier 11A 
C-J Premier 10 
C-J Evolution 20 SP EO 
C-J Premier 12 
C-J Premier 78 

C-J Premier BA 
Go land CSA14 
Copland CTA-301 
Copland CTA-501 
Copland CTA-401 
Copland CTA-504 
CounterPOint Solid 1 EM 
CounterPOint Solid BE 
Counterpoint SA-1 OOOE 
Counterpoint Solid 1 E 
CounterPOint SA 1 ODE 
CounlerQOint SA-2000E 
Counterpoint Solid 2E 
Counterpoint SA-3000E 
Counterpoint NPS-200E 
Counterpoint SA4 

11 Audiolab 8000A 
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520 

700 

750 

850 

1000 

350 
467 
583 
280 
330 
599 
749 

799 
1099 

1499 

795 
995 

995 

1395 

1695 

2895 
5900 

641 

673 
750 

802 

889 
1126 

1159 

1262 

1756 

1815 

1858 

1917 
2195 
2400 

499 

998 
5500 

6000 

13500 

800 

800 

1200 

1200 

1320 

1399 
1697 
1735 
2299 
2395 
2657 

3399 

3469 
3817 

4639 
7690 

09968 

900 

1950 

995 
1250 
2250 
2750 
3500 
3900 
6700 
7000 

11000 

16000 
999 

1250 

1420 
1495 

1750 

895 
1075 
1095 
1295 
1495 
1595 
1955 

1995 
2495 
3575 

450 
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Key to amplifiers Type: lnt- integrated, Pre-preampli-
Price ·typical retail, to nearest fier, Pwr ·power amplifier. 

�
ound. Headphone · Y ·yes, N- no. 
o'wer · ou

�
ut power in watts, per Remote · Y- yes, N · no. 

channel, R S. Size· width x height x depth in cm . 
Inputs- MM/MC· ph ono moving coil 
and moving magnet,l-line (CD, aux 
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A/V· includes Dolby Surround or Pro The Directory for full test results. 
logic decoder and amplification. 
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� .. � 5I Size Special 

Pre N MM/MC, 1T,3T y N 45,8,36 2 pairs of outputs 
Pwr 100 N 45,8,36 8i-wire speaker terminals 

Pwr 125 N 45,8,36 Single monoblock 
Pre N MM/MC 45,8,36 Phono preamplifier 
PRE N 3L,2T y y 45,8,36 'Pre Direct' sional path 
In! N 60 MM/MC N N 43,7,270 Available in chrome 
Pre N 4L N N 43,7,270 Available in chrome 
Pwr N 100 N N 43,10,37 Available in chrome 
In! N 45 5L,1T y N 43,6,31 Chrome finish, £50 extra 
lnt N 70 MM,4L,1T y N 43,6,31 Chrome finish add £50 
Pwr 90 
Pre N 5L,1T N 31,25,9 
lnt N 100 4L, 1T y 31.25,9 

Pwr 150 2x monoblocks 

Pwr N 250 43,50,9 

Pre N MM/MC,3L, 1T N N Hybrid tube/MOSFET 
Pre N MM/MC,3L, 1T N N Tube Class A 
lnt N 50 MM/MC,3L, 1T N N Hybrid tube/MOSFET 
Pwr 35 N N Tube, Class A 
Pre N MM/MC,3L,2T N N Tube, Class A 
Pwr 70 N N Monoblock, tube, Class A 
Pwr N 100 Pair monoblocks 
Pre y 4L,1T N N 48,5,25 
Pre y MM or MC N N 48,5,25 Phono stepup, bal & unbal 
Pwr y 75 N N 48,5,25 Bridgable 

Pre y 4L,1T N N 48,5,25 Balanced out 

Pre y MM/MC,3L, 1T N N 48,5,25 MM or MC, balanced out 

Pre y 8l,1T N N 48,5,25 Balanced in/out 

Pwr y 150 N N 48,13,23 Bridoable, bal & unbalanced 
Pwr y 150 N N 48,13,23 2 channels, THX approved 
Pwr y 300 N N 48,13,39 Bridgable, bal & unbalanced 
Pwr y 500 N N 48,13,39 Single monoblock 

Pwr y 300 N N 48,13,39 2 channels, THX approved 
Pwr y 500 N N 48,13,39 1 channel, THX approved 
Pwr y 150 N N 48,13,39 4 channels, bridgeable 
Pwr y 150 N N 48,13,39 4 channels. THX approved 
lnt N 15 5L 

lnt N 35 5L 

Pre N 3L,1T N 31,48,14 2 outputs, valve 

Pre N MM,2L N 31,48,14 2 outputs, valve 

Pwr N 200 

lnt N 5L, 1T N N Balanced CD in, balanced ou 

lnt N 80 5L,1T N N 

Pwr 150 balance i/p, bridgable 

lnt N 100 5L,1T N N Outboard PSU 

Pre N MM/MC,4L,1T R 48,7,28 

Pwr 75 48,12,30 Single ended, balanced 
Pre N 5L,1T N 48,9,34 Remote option 

Pre N MM/MC,4L, 1T N 48,9,34 Remote option 
Pwr 125 48,17,42 Single ended, bal bridgable 

Pre N 5L,1T N 48,15,43 Remote option 

Pre N MM/MC,4L, 1T N 48,15,43 Remote option 

Pwr 175 48,19,42 Single ended, bal bridgable 

Pre N 5L,1T N 48,15,43 Remote option, sep PSU 

Pre N MM/MC,4L, 1T N 48,15,43 Remote option, sep PSU 

Pwr 250 48,20,53 Stnole ended, bat bridoable 
Pwr 700 48,19,44 Stn le ended, bat monoblock 
Pwr 1k 48,22,53 Single ended, bal monoblock 

Pre N 5L N N 6 tube pre, wood case option 

Pre N 5L N N 1 0 tubes, 2 line out, ext PSU 

Pre N 5L N N Line version of PV-lOA 
Pre N MC,4L N N Tube 
Pre N 5L N N Line version of PV-12 
Pre N MC,4L N N Tube 
Pwr N 70 Baby Premier 8 
Pre N 5L N N Line version of Premier 78 
Pre N MC,4L N N Poor man's Premier 78 

Pwr N 140 Monoblock pair 

Pre N MC,4L N N Ext PSU, twin mains leads 
Pwr N 275 Monoblocks, price per pair 

lnt N 60 MM,3L,1T N N 43,13,38 Hybrid tube/transistor 

Pre N MM,3L,1T N N 43,13,38 Tube, so� start 

Pwr N 30 2L N N 43,18,38 Tube, has vol control 

lnt N 30 MM,3L,1T N N 43,18,38 Tube push/pull ultra-linear 

Pwr N 50 N N 43,18,38 Swrtchable tetrode/triode 
Pwr 100 25,6,27 Mono 
Pre N 3L,1T N N 49,6,27 
Pre N MM/MC,3L, 1T N N 49,12,32 
Pwr 100 Mono 
Pwr 100 Hybrid 
Pre N 4L,2T N N 49,12,33 
Pwr 200 49,17,49 Hybrid 
Pre N MM/MC,4L,2T N N 49,12,33 Separate PSU 
Pwr 200 N N Rated at 4ohms, hybrid 
Pwr 140 Hybrid 

.. ' .. ' . I 

lnt N 60 MM,MC, 1T,3T y N 45,8,36 PreouVmain in I 



You Decide 

Main Authorised Dealers 
For Over 100 Manufacturers 

We Provide 

Dedicated Audio Visual 
Demonstration Rooms 

@ 
Cash Price 

£Boo Deposit 

The Power House g( Choice 

1. Decide what 
you wa-n-f,�o buy rao Balance 

£720 18�@ 
£4o 

We Are Open Sundays 
Part Exchange 

2L Decid� what you w 
to R,ay per month 

3. 1With 0% apr 
inter.st FREE; credit 

you can\suit your tas�te 
' and your .. pocket. 

Subject to status. E.& 0. E. Ask �cfetails. 

Offer n�valid with any other promotiens or offers. 

You Decide-T-We Provide 
Anywhere in the UK. Ask for Details 

., l 

Professional Advice 
Design & Installations 

45 High Street, Hounslo�;M�d�!ese� TW3 1 RH ..•. · 
' ··,, '({) 081 569 5802 

�, · 173 St�tion Road, Edgware, Middlesex HAS 7 JX 
© 081 952 .5535 

18 Monmouth Street, Covent Gdn., London WC2H 9HB 

({) 071 497 1346 
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Key to amplifiers Type: lnt ·integrated, Pre- preampli- - Key to amplifiers Type: lnt- integrated, Pre - preampli-
Price ·typical retail, to nearest fier, Pwr ·power amplifier. Price - typical retail, to nearest fier, Pwr- power amplifier. 

�
ound. Head phone-Y· yes, N ·no. 

�
ound. Headphone- Y- yes, N- no. 

ower- ou� ut power in watts, per Remote · Y- yes, N - no. ower- ou� ut power in watts, per Remote - Y- yes, N - no. 

\� 
channel, R 5. Size - width x height x depth in cm. channel, R S. Size- width x height x depth in cm. 
Inputs· MM/MC- ph ono moving coil Inputs· MM/MC- phone moving coil 
and moving magnet, L- line (CD, aux 
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A/V - includes Dol by Surround or Pro The Directory for full test results. A/V- includes Dolby Surround or Pro The Directory for full test results. 
logic decoder and amplification. Logic decoder and amplification. 
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Counterpoint SA·5000E 3595 Pre N MM/MC,4L,2T N N 49,12,27 Separate PSU Electra AW250DMB 4370 Pwr 250 48,22,45 Monoblok, hif!h current 
Counterpoint NPS·400E 3995 Pwr 400 N N Rated at 4 ohms, hybrid Electra AW250DMB-SF 4560 Pwr N 250 48,45,22 High current, blue stone facia 
Counterpoint SA-9 3995 Pre N MM/MC N N 49,12,37 Phono stepup EMF Audio Sequel 349 lnt N 50 MM,4L,IT y N 43,65,28 
C'point Nat Progress 4125 Pwr 150 Mono, hybrid Exposure XX 625 lnt N 40 4L,2T N N 43,85,35 
Counterooint NPM-E 7595 Pwr 150 49,18,49 Twin monoblocks Exposure XIX 725 Pre N 5L N N 43,85,35 
Credo PMP003 385 Pre N N N 22,6,24 Phono amp MM/MC, & PSU Exposure X!/ 725 lnt N 40 MM,MC,3L,2T N N 43,85,35 
Credo HMP003 388 Pre N y N Class A headphone amp Exposure XN 750 Pre N MM,MC,3L,2T N N 48,8,30 Digital in 
Credo MMP002 439 Pre N N N Mic amp, phantom power Exposure X!/111 750 Pwr N 60 N N 43,85,35 
Credo IMP702 499 lnt N 70 6L N 44,6,31 Exposure X!/11 775 Pre N MM,MC,3L,2T N N 43,85,35 
Credo IMP703 538 lnt N 70 MM/MC, 6L y 44,6,31 As above, with remote Exposure X!/111 (pr) 1500 Pwr N 60 N N 43,85,35 2x mono monoblock 
Credo CMP004 799 Pre N 6L N N 44,6,31 3 outputs Exposure IV 1800 Pwr N 80 N N 48,13,35 
Credo CMP005 1119 Pre N 6L N y Remote controlled pre Fullers Pre 1 � 599 Pre N MM/5L,2T N N 48,9,30 Optional MC stage 
Credo PMP154 1699 Pwr N 150 N 44,16,31 Fullers Pre 1 + 649 Pre N 6L,2T N N 48,9,30 No phooo option · hard wired 
Credo PMP303 1699 Pwr N 30 N Class A power amp Fullers AIO 1200 Pwr 10 48,13,30 Sin le ended Class A 
Credo PM PI 02 2181 Pwr N 100 N 44,21,31 Class A power amp Gamma Phonostage 599 Pre N N N 14,14,30 Add on for Gamma preamps 
Credo PMP252 2509 Pwr N 250 N 44,21,31 Gamma Acoustics ERA 1999 Pre N N 44,17,30 
Creek P42 250 Pre 4L,2T y 42,6,20 Plug-in modules available Gamma Space Reference 3499 lnt N 18 N 43,22,31 Line inteqrated 
Creek A42 250 Pwr 50 42,6,20 Gamma Acoustics Spage 3499 Pwr N 18 N 43,22,31 
Creek 4240 250 lnt N 40 3L,IT y N 42,6,20 Optronal phono input Gamma Era Reference 3499 Pre N N 44,17,30 
Crimson 620 395 Pwr N 40 Gamma Acoustics Rhyth 4999 Pwr N 25 N 38,30,53 Single ended Class A 
Crimson 610 395 Pre N MM/MC,2L, IT N N Star earth Gamma Acoustics Aeon 6999 Pwr N 30 N 29,21,53 Single ended Class A, mono 
Crimson CS61 0 395 Pre N MMIMC,2L, IT N N 9,10,35 Gamma Aeon Sionature 8999 Pwr N 30 N 29,21,53 Sin le ended Class A, mono 
Crimson CS61 OB 395 Pre N MM/MC,3L, IT N N Gamma Space Signature 19999 Pwr N IB N 44,21,53 Single ended Class A, mono 
Crimson CS620 395 Pwr N 40 9,10,35 Gamma Era Signature 20000 Pre N N 44,24,39 
Croft Micro 299 Pre N MM,3T,IT N N Grant CD10 482 Pre N 4L N N 
Croft Micro 400 Pre N MM,3L,IT N N 43.10,36 Tube Grant GIOOP 764 Pre N MM,2L,IT N N 
Croft Series 5 549 Pwr N 35 N N Ultralinear desion Grant G50A 1 12B Pwr 60 Monoblocks 
Croft Charisma 599 Pre N MM,3T,IT N N Grant G I OOAMS 1528 Pwr 100 
Croft Integrated 599 lnt N 35 MM,3L,IT N N Grant G350A 3455 Pwr 350 
Croft Charisma 700 Pre N MM,3L,IT N N 43,10,36 Tube Grant G200AMS 3760 Pwr 200 Monoblocks 
Croft Series X BOO Pwr N 25 43,10,36 OTL amp, triode Grundig V210 130 lnt N 50 MM,5L,IT y y 36,12,30 Pre-main split 
Croft Eni ma 999 Pre N MM,3T,IT N N GrundigV1 150 lnt N 50 MM,5L,IT y y 43,14,30 Tone defeat 
Croft Enigma 1100 Pre N MM,3L,IT N N 43,10,36 Tube Grundig V310 170 lnt N 70 MM,5L,IT y y 36,12,30 Pre-main split 
Croft Series 6 1300 Pwr N 120 43,10,36 Triode facility Grundig V2 200 lnt N BO MM,5L,IT y y 43,14,30 Tone defeat 
Croft Series IliA 1599 Pwr N 35 N N OTL, regulated PSU Grundig V3 250 lnt N 120 MM,5L,IT y y 43,14,30 Pre-main split 
Croft Series Ill R 1600 Pwr N 45 50,20,25 OTL amp, triode GT Audio Pre 1500 Pre N MM,3L,IT N N Requlated HT/LT PSU 
Croft Absolut I 1999 Pre N MM,3T,IT N N GT Audio Pwr 2000 Pwr N 30 N N Triode switchable (15w) 
Croft Series IIR 5500 Pwr N 100 N N Monoblock OTL Harman-Kardon PA2100 349 Pwr 45 45,11,37 
Dawn Audio Cmd 2 by 20 B90 Pwr 200 N N 3B,11,26 Single monoblock Harman-Kardon HK1400 399 lnt N 40 MMIMC,3L,2T N N 45,11,37 
Dawn Audio Prelude +50 951 Pre N MM!MC,2L,2T N N 38,9,26 Pre out line driver Harman-Kardon AP2500 499 Pre N MM!MC.6L,2T N N 45,11,35 
Denon PMA·250 Ill 160 lnt N 30 MM,3L,IT y N 44,10,2B UK design Harman-Kardon PA2200 579 Pwr 70 45,14.38 
Denon PMA·350 11 220 lnt N 50 MM,3L,2T y N 44, 12,2B UK desrgn Harman-Kardon PA2400 899 Pwr 120 45,16,41 
Denon PMA-480R 220 lnt N 50 MM,3L,2T y y 44,12,29 Heybrook Integra 550 lnt N 75 MM/MC y N 77,44,30 
Denon PMA·450SE 270 lnt N 60 MM,3L,2T y N 44.14,36 UK desrgn Heybrook SIG MNEX 698 Pwr 140 Mono, uses ext PSU 
Denon PMA·880R 300 In! N 75 MM,3L,2T y y 44,16,40 Inca T ech Oberon Pre 350 Pre N MM/MC,6L,2T N N 43,B,22 CD direct & Two outputs 
Denon AVC-1530 480 lnt y 70 MM,2L,2T y y 44,14,34 Inca T ech Oberon Pwr 400 Pwr 70 y N 43,B,22 Two inputs 
Denon AVC-3020 730 In I y BO MM,4L,4T y y 44,16,43 Learning remote Inca T ech Oberon 450 In I N MMIMC,6L,2T y N 43,B,22 Preout, biwire 
Denon AVC-3530 1000 lnt y 110 MM,4L,4T y y 44,16,43 Learning remote Jadis DEFY·P60 3774 Pre N MM/MC,4L,IT 43,17,30 Tube 
DNM 3 Start 850 Pre N MMIMC,2L,IT N N 27,13,16 Jadis JPL 4720 Pre N 5L,IT 43,17,30 Tube 
DNM 3A Start 1200 Pre N MM/MC,2L, IT N N 27,13,16 Jadis JPP·200 4778 Pre N 4L,IT 
DNM PAl 1450 Pwr N 45 27,13,18 T riwire output Jadis DEFY-7 5290 Pwr 100 49,23,63 Tube 
DNM 38 Primus E 2050 Pre N MMIMC,4L, IT N N 27,13,16 Jadis JA30 5760 Pwr 30 21,21,46 Tube, 1 x monoblock 
ONM 38 Twin E 3050 Pre N MMIMC,4L, IT N N 27,13,16 Jadis JP·30MC 6444 Pre N MM/MC,4L, IT 
DNM PA2BE 3550 Pwr N 90 27,13,18 T riwire output Jadis JP·S2 7900 Pre N 6,1T 
DNM 38 Six E 4050 Pre N MM/MC,4L,IT N N 27,13.16 Jadrs JA80 9912 Pwr 60 23,26,58 Tube, 1x monoblock 
ONM PA2BS 4450 Pwr N 90 27,13,18 T riwire output Jadis JP·BOMC 11250 Pre N MM/MC,4L,IT 
DNM PA2BS-1 4800 Pwr N 90 27,13,18 Triwire output Jadis JA-200 15518 Pwr 160 26,23,58 Tube, monoblock (four boxes 
DPA OSP200S 495 Pre N 5L,IT N N Jadis JP-200MC 19000 Pre N MM/MC,5L, IT 
DPA DPA200S 750 Pwr 60 8ridqable Jadis JA-500 21900 Pwr 400 2B,36,79 Tube, monoblock (four boxes) 
Oynavector PI 00 1495 PRE N MM,MC 44,6,22 Phono stepup JVC AX-A472BK 250 In I N 65 MM,3L,2T y N 44,15,36 
Dynavector L1 00 1995 PRE N 3L,2T N N 44,6,24 JVC AX·R5628K 250 lnt N BO MM,3L,2T y y 44,15,31 
Oynavector HX1.2 3995 PWR N 130 44,13,37 High current capability JVC AX·A6628K 330 lnt N 90 MM/MC,3L,2T y N 44,13,31 
EAR B34P 349 PRE N MM/MC N N 40,40,15 Valve phono stepup KAL Magician 550 Pre N 3L,IT y N Tube 
EAR 834 1395 INT N 50 6L N N 40,40,15 Valve KAL Harlequin 750 Pre N MMIMC,2L, IT y N Tube 
EAR 802 1440 Pre N MM,2L,2T N N Valve KAL Empress 3660 Pre N MM//MC,2L,IT y N Tube 
EAR 802MC 15BO Pre N MC,2L,2T N N Valve KAL Emperor 4375 Pwr 9 Single ended tube Class A 
EAR 859 1595 INT N 13 6L N N 40,40,15 Sin le ended valve KAL Conqueror 12500 lnt N 30 MM/MC,3L, IT N N 
EAR 509 Mkll 2900 PWR N 100 N N 36,20,25 Valve monoblock x1 Kenwood KA-1 060 140 lnt N 60 MM,3L,2T y N 44 wide 'Logical Flow' construction 
EAR 519 3B30 PWR N 100 43,14,20 Valve monoblock x1 Kenwood KA-2060R 170 lnt N 65 MM,3L,2T y y 44 System control 
EAR G8B 5770 Pre N MM/MC,3L,2T N N Valve Kenwood KA·3020SE 200 lnt N 50 MM,3L,2T y N 44 wide UK Special Edition 
EAR 549 5B60 PWR N 200 43,27,22 Valve monoblock x1 Kenwood KA-3060R 230 lnt N 45 MM,3L,2T y y 44 wide System control 
ECA Vista 760 Pre N 4L,IT N N 39,10,39 Phase coherent design Kenwood KA-5020 230 lnt N 80 MM,3L,2T y N 44 wide 'Pure Slflnal' ground line 
ECA Pnsma 760 Pre MM, MC 39,10,23 Phono stepup Kenwood KA·V3700 300 lnt y 100 MM,4L,2T y y 44 wide Dolby Pro Logic 
ECA Lectern S B80 Pwr 50 39,10,30 Phase coherent design Kenwood KA·5050R 350 lnt N 95 MM,3L,2T y y 44 wide System control 
Electrocompaniet ECP-1 502 Pre N MM/MC N N 24,7,16 Mustable MC input Kenwood KA·7050R 500 lnt N 100 MM,3L,2T y y 44 wide System control 
Electrocompaniet ECP ·1 S 670 Pre N MM/MC N N 24,7,16 MC input, blue stone finish Kenwood KA-V7700 600 lnt y 45 MM,I1L,1T y y 44 wide Pro Loqic, learning remote 
Electra EC-4 Line 1332 Pre N 5L.2T N N 4B,9,23 Krell KSL-2 3331 Pre N 4L,IT N N 48,7,36 Opt MM/MC staqe 
Electra EC·4 SF Line 1460 Pre N 5L,2T N N 4B,9,23 Blue stone facia Krell KSA-50s 3690 Pwr 50 4B,22,40 Sustained Plateau Bias 
Electrocompaniet EC·3M 1556 Pre N MM,4L,2T N N 48,9,23 Krell KRC·2s 4190 Pre N 6L,IT N y 48,7,36 Opt MM/MC stage 
Electra EC-3MM·SF 1680 Pre N MM,4L,2T N N 48,9,23 Blue stone facia Krell KSA-1 OOs 5843 Pwr N 100 48,22,50 Sustarned Plateau Bia 
Electrocompaniet EC-3M IB65 Pre N MC,4L,2T N N 48,9,23 Adjustable MC input Krell KRCs 6949 Pre N 6L,IT N y 48,7,36 Opt MM/MC stage 
Electra EC·3MC-SF 1990 Pre N MC,4L,2T N N 48,9,23 MC rnput, blue stone facia Krell KSA· 200s 7987 Pwr N 200 48,22,54 Sustained Plateau Bias 
Electra AWIOODMB 2018 Pwr 100 48,13,36 Hrgh current (BOA) Krell KSA-300s 9500 Pwr N 300 48,22,62 Sustained Plateau Bias 
Electrocompaniet EC1 ·1 2081 lnt N 100 5L,2T N N 45,13,36 High current (BOA) Krell KAS. 2 18804 Pwr N 200 N N SBS 2x mono 
Electra AWIOODMB·SF 2140 Pwr N 100 48,13,36 Hiqh current, blue stone facia Krell K.A.S. 29500 Pwr N 350 48,34,64 Monoblocks 
Electra EC1-11 nt·SF 2210 lnt N 100 5L,2T N N 45,13,36 High current, blue stone facia 
Electrocompaniet AWIBO 1B4095 Pwr 180 28,29,4B 2x monoblocks, stone facia 
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Electra AWl BOMB-SF 4330 Pwr N IBO N N 28,29,4B 2x monoblocks, stone facia I Audiolab 8000A 450 lnt N 60 MM,MC, IT,3T y N 45,8,36 PreouVmain in I 
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Key to amplifiers 
Price -typical retail, to nearest �ound. 

ower-ou�ut power in watts, per 

,ltl 
channel, R S. 
Inputs-MM/MC· phono moving coil 
and moving magnet, L · line (CD, aux 
etc), T-tape. 
A/V-includes Dolby Surround or Pro 
Logic decoder and amplification. 
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� Model -g � or 

Lecson 380X 255 lnt N 35 MMIMC,6L N 
Lecson Stereo 383X 295 In! N 60 MM/MC,6L y 

Lecson Quattra 420 In! N 30 MM/MC+ N/A N 
Lecson Ouatlra Plus 655 lnt N 50 MM/MC+ N/A N 
LFD Phonostaoe MMO 399 Pre N MM, MC N 
LFD Integrated Zero 499 lnt N 50 5L,1T N 
LFD Linestage LSD 499 Pre N 5L,1T N 
LFO Powerstage PAD 499 Pwr N 50 N 
LFD lnt. Zero !Phi 679 lnt N 50 MM/MC,5L, 1T N 
LFD 1nl. Zero LE 799 In! N 60 5L,1T N 
LFD MC1 Phonostage 949 Pre N MC N 
LFD LS 1 Linestage 999 Pre N 4L,1T N 
LFD PAt Powerstaoe 999 Pwr N 60 N 
LFD PPS 999 Pre N 2L,1T N 
LFD Integrated t 1099 lnt N 65 MM/MC,4L, 1T N 
LFO Phonostaqe MC2 1499 Pre N MC N 
LFD Linestaoe LS2 1599 Pre N 4L,1T N 
LFD Powerstage PA2 1599 Pwr N 75 N 
LFD Linestage LS2P 1750 Pre N MM/MC,4L, 1T N 
LFD Linestage LSB 1999 Pre N 4L, 1T N 
LFD Powerstage PA2M 1999 Pwr N 90 N 
LFO Disc Preamp 4499 Pre N MC N 
Linn Maik-1 (Line) 524 lnt N 33 4L,2T y 

Linn LK100 549 Pwr 50 
Linn Majik-1 (Phono) 593 In! N 33 MM,MC,3L,2T y 

Unn Kairn Pro 998 Pre N 4L, 2T N 
Linn Kairn Preamp 1398 Pre N MM, MC 3L,2T N 
Linn Klout 1895 Pwr 80 
Lumley Reference PP70 325 Pre N 6L,1T 
Lumley Reference PP40 325 Pre N 6L,1T 
Lumley Reference PP1 325 Pre N 6L,1T 
Lumley Reference LV1 1000 Pre N 6L,1T N 
Lumley Reference ST 40 1250 Pwr N 40 30,40,17 N 
Lumley Reference PV1 1500 Pre N MM,5L,1T N 
Lumley Reference ST70 1950 Pwr N 70 N 
Lumley Reference M120 3200 Pwr N 120 
Lumley Reference M500 12000 Pwr N 
Luxman L570 3750 lnt N 50 MMIMC,4L,3T N 
Lynwood Opal 685 In! N 80 7L,1T N 
L ynwood Ruby 985 Pwr 120 
Magnum lA 120 249 In! N 50 MM,5L,2T y 

Magnum Quartet 329 lnt N 36 MM,3L,2T y 

Magnum MF125 515 Pwr 140 
Magnum MF300 595 Pwr 180 
Maonum Class A 599 lnt N 60 MM/MC,3L, 1T N 
Magnum MA500 1295 Pwr 280 
Marantz PM-44SE 180 lnt N 45 MM,3L,2T y 

Marantz PM44SEII 200 lnt N 45 MM,3L,2T y 

Marantz PM-43 200 lnt N 55 MM,3L,2T y 

Marantz MA-500 250 Pwr N 125 
Marantz PM-53 250 In! N 65 MM,3L,2T y 

Marantz PM-63 300 lnt N 70 MM,3L,2T y 

Marantz PM-54SE 329 In! N 65 MM/MC,3L,2T y 

Marantz PM-700AV 450 lnt y 45 MM,5L,2T y 

Marantz PM-80 11 480 In! N 100 MM/MC,4L,2T y 

Marantz PM-80SE 650 lnt N 110 MM/MC,3L,3T y 

Marantz AV-500 699 Pre y MM,7L,2T N 
Mark Levinson No 25 2950 Pre N MM,3L,2T N 
Mark Levinson 29 3450 Pwr 50 
Mark Levinson 27.5 5399 Pwr 100 
Mark Levinson No 26 5450 Pre N MM,3L,2T N 
Mark Levinson 23.5 7399 Pwr 200 
Mark Levinson 20.6 15790 Pwr 100 
Matisse Fantas 2300 Pre y 6L,2T N 
Matisse Reference 3500 Pre y MMIMC,5L,2T N 
Mclntosh MC71 00/2 1095 Pwr N 100 
Mclntosh C712 1295 Pre N 6L, 2T y 

Mclntosh C38 2095 Pre N MM, 5L,3T y 

Mclntosh MC7150 2295 Pwr N 150 N 
Mclntosh C39 2795 Pre y MM, 1 OL (6 Vid) y 

Mclntosh C40 2795 Pre N MM, 6L, 3T y 

Mclntosh MC7106 2995 Pwr y 100 N 
Mclntosh MC7300 3195 Pwr N 300 N 
Mclntosh MC275 3595 Pwr N 75 N 
Mclntosh MC2600 5395 Pwr N 600 N 
Mclntosh MC1000 9595 Pwr N 100 N 
Meridian 501 595 Pre N MM,4L,T y 

Meridian 555 595 Pwr 60 N 
Meridian 562 625 Pre N MM,8L,T,60 N 
Meridian 551 695 lnt N 55 MM,4L.T 
Meridian 501V 745 Pre y MM,4L,T y 

Meridian 562V 825 Pre y MM,8L,T,60 N 
Meridian 601 2750 Pre N MM,4L,T y 

Metaxas lkarus ll 1350 lnt N 40 MM/MC,3L, 1T N 
Metaxas Charisma 1525 Pre N MM/MC,3L,2T 
Metaxas lrak!is 1625 Pwr N 50 
Metaxas Marquis 2250 Pre N MM/MC,3L,2T 
lAj;>f�vtl�lit!>iro ?';11'\n O.o�r " '"" 

Type: lnt-integrated, Pre-preampli-
fier, Pwr-power amplifier. 
Head phone-Y-yes, N- no. 
Remote -Y-yes, N -no. 
Size-width x height x depth in cm. 
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The Directory for full test results. 
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� Size Special 

N 44,6,27 
N 44,6,27 
N 44,6,27 Pre out/main in 
N 44,6,27 Separate PSU 
N 30,6,37 Switchable MM/MC 
N 30,6,37 Hand made. custom parts 
N 30,6,37 Zero feedback 
N 30,6,37 Stereo MOSFET 
N 30,6,37 Phono version of lnt. Zero 
N 43,7,33 
N 30,7,36 Discrete circuit 
N 48,7,33 Zero feedback 
N 48,7,33 MOSFETs, custom parts 
N 13,6,27 Switched attenuator, passrve 
N 48,7,37 More powertul lnt Zero 
N 30,7,36 Hand tuned MCt 
N 48,7,37 Hand tuned LS1 
N 48,7,33 Hand tuned PA 1 
N 48,7,37 As LS2 with phono stage 
N 48,7,37 Balanced LS2 
N 30,7,37 Mono PA2 
N 30,5.36 Battery powered 
N 32,8,33 Works as pre/int multi room 

32,8,33 Stereo 
N 32,8,33 As line Majik 
N 32,8,33 Multi-room compatible 
N 32,8,32 Multi-room compatible 

32,8,33 Stereo, tri-wire connectors 
N 36,46,6 Passive, bolts to ST70 
N 29,40,6 Bolts to ST 40 

29,44,6 Passive, stand alone 
N 29,44,6 Active valve circuit 
N Pentode, optimised 6 ohms 
N Phono version of LV1 
N 36,46,18 Switchable triode/pentode 

29,44,18 2xmonoblocks,tube 
N 35,80,30 2xmonoblocks, tube 
N 44,18,47 Class A 
N 

N 
N 

Monoblocks 
Monoblocks 

N 
Monoblocks 

N 42,14,28 Audiophile components 
N 42,14,28 
N 42,14,30 

9,15,45 0-bus, monoblocks, bridgabl 
y 42,14,30 
y 42,14,30 
N 42,16 34 Audiophile components 
y 42,16,34 Dolby Pro LO<JiC 
N 42,17,34 
N 42,17,34 Audiophile components 
y 42,10,34 Dolby Pro Logic 
N 

N 

Monoblocks, Class A 
N Line stage 
N 

y 

y Multi-room, balanced out 
N 
y Two zone, THX compatable 
N Balanced in/out 
N Six channel THX amp 
N 
N Classic valve amp 
N 
N Mono blocks 
N 33,9,34 MC option, system handset 
N 33,9,32 Stereo 
N 33,9,34 Digital main out. �IC option 

33,9,34 MC option 
N 33,9,34 As 501 , plus video switchrng 
N 33,9,34 As 562, plus video switching 
y DSP tone control, MC option 
N 40,7,40 
N 36,6,29 Separate PSU 

43,18,37 
N 29,7,45 Separate PSU 

£:;') 10 Jl') 
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Model 

Metaxas Opulence 
Metaxas Soliloquy 
Michell lso 
Michell Ar o 
Michell lso HR 
Michell Alecto Stereo 
Michell Argo HR 
Michell Alecto Mono 
Michi RHC-1 0 
Michi RHB-05 
Michi RHQ-1 0 
Michi RHA-1 0 
Michi RHB-1 0 
Minstrel Ultra Linear 
Mission PSX-R 
Mission Gyrus Ill 
Monrio ADN 
Monrio Primus 
Monrio MC-25 
Monrlo Cento 
Monrio MC-205 
Moth 30 Passive 
Molh 30 RIAA 
Moth 30 Series Power 
Moih 30 Active 
Moth 30 RIAA 1 OOVA 
Moth 30 lnteqrated 
Moth 30 Active 100VA 
Moth 30 Mono/40 
Moth 30 Stereo/60 
Moth 30 Mono/1 00 
Mus-Fid A 1 Final Edition 
Musical Fidelity E200 
Musical Fidelity E1 00 
Musical Fidelity E300 
Musical Fidelity F22 
Musical Fidelity FX 
Musical Fidelity A 1 000 
Musical Fidelity F15 
Musical Fidelity F18 
NAD 302 
NAO Monitor 1000 
NAD 304 
NAO Monitor 2100 
NAD Monrtor 1000S 
NAD 306 
NAD Monitor 2700 
NAD Monitor 208 
Nairn NAP90/3 
Nairn NAC92 
Nairn NAC72 
Nairn NAP140 
Nairn NAP180 
Nairn NAP135 
Nairn NAP250 
Naim NAC82 
Nairn NAC52 
Nakamichr IA3 
Nakamichi IA2 
Nakamichi lA 1 

NVA P-50 
NVA AP-30 
NVA AP-30CD 
NVA P-90 
NVA Control Tube 
NVA A70 
NVA A60 
NVA AP-35CD 
NVAAP-35 
NVA Power Tube 
NVA The Tube 
NVA A80 
NVA TSS (Pre) 
NVA T1S 
NVA TCS 
NVA TDS 
NVA TSS (Powe0 
NVA TUS 
Onix OA30 
Onix OA24 
Onix OA401 
Onix OA21S 
Onix OA31 
Onix OA601 
Onix OA801 
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5500 
5990 

412 
715 
879 

1150 
1339 
1989 

795 
995 
995 
995 

1650 
899 
300 
500 
595 
895 
995 

1495 
1595 

149 
t99 
239 
249 
299 
320 
349 
459 
549 
879 
399 
599 
599 
699 
999 

1099 
1399 
1899 
3999 

169 
199 
229 
299 
319 
329 
459 
799 
375 
405 
622 
634 
898 

1424 
1424 
1880 
4741 

350 
600 
750 
300 
370 
370 
400 
470 
470 
490 
520 
590 
620 
620 
730 

1000 
1300 
2300 
3200 
3700 
5800 

300 
400 
400 
430 
480 
699 
849 
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Key to amplifiers 
Price -typical retail, to nearest �ound. 

ower-ou�ut power in watts, per 
channel, R S. 
Inputs· MM/MC· phono moving coil 
and moving magnet, l-line (CD, aux 
etc), T ·tape. 
A/V· includes Dol by Surround or Pro 
logic decoder and amplification. 
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lnt 
In! 
Pwr 
Pwr 
Pwr 
In! 
Pre 
Pwr 
lnt 
lnt 
Pwr 
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N 
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100 

50 

100 

100 

200 
30 

50 

80 
135 
80 

30 

30 

40 
60 
100 
40 

70 
100 

90 
50 
100 
220 
25 

35 
60 

50 
150 
250 
30 

45 
60 
70 
70 

40 
50 
80 

50 
80 

70 
60 
60 
60 
60 
60 
70 

60 
70 
70 
70 
80 
40 

50 
50 
60 
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190 

:z: ::: ... 
= 

... ,. ... "' 
� 

= 

lli 

MM/MC,3L,2T 

MM or MC N 
3L,1T N 
MM or MC N 

N 
3L,1T N 

N 
5L 

MM,MC 
5L 

3L,1T N 
N 

MM,5L,1T y 

MM/MC N 
6L,1T N 

6L,1T N 
4L,1T N 
MM/MC, N 

4L,1T N 
MM/MC N 
8L,T N 
4L,1T N 

MM/MC,3L, 1T N 
5L,2T y 

MM,4L,1T y 

5L,1T N 
N 

MM/MC,3L, 1T N 

MM,3L,2T y 

MM/MC,3L,2T y 

MM,4L,2T y 

MM/MC,3L,2T y 

MM,4L,2T y 

5 (L or T) N 
2MM/MC, L,2T N 

6 (L or T) N 
6 (see note) N 
3L,2T N 
MM/MC,3L,2T y 

MM/MC,3L,2T y 

3L,1T N 
MM/MC,3L, 1 T N 
3L, 1T N 
5L. N 
5L,1T N 

5L, 1T N 
MM/MC,5L, 1T N 

5L,1T N 

5L,1T N 
5L,1T N 
5L,1T N 

5L,1T y 

MM/MC,2L,2T N 

MMIMC,3L, 1T N 
MM/MC,4L,1T y 

., 
450 lnt N no MM Mr. tT:n V 

Type: lnt-integrated, Pre-preampli-
fier, Pwr ·power amplifier. 
Headphone -Y-yes, N -no. 
Remote -V -yes, N -no. 
Size-width x height x depth in cm. 

r;�t�dcf� ��������� -i�{eea
d
s���re���n 

The Directory for full test results. 

"' 
� 
� Size Special 

N 39,7,45 Separate mains isolated PSU 
52,t9,42 Pair monoblocks 

N small Phono stage 
N 33,7,19 2 pairs outputs 
N small Phono staqe 
N 32,20,36 
N 36,8,22 2 pairs outputs 
N 32,20,36 

47,8,34 Passive 
47,8,36 
47,8,34 Phono equaliser 

y 47,8,34 Active 
47,19,37 

N Hybrid valve amp 
N 22,8,36 Outboard PSU 
N 22,8,36 PSX-R outboard PSU option 
N Phono preamp 
N Line only preamp 

Dual mono construction 
Dual mono construction 

N lnc pre-out sockets 
N 5,10,35 
N 5,10,35 

5,10,35 
N 5,10,35 
N 5,10,35 
N 8,18,35 
N 5,10,35 

5,10,35 2x monoblocks 
5,15,35 2x monoblocks 
5,15,35 2x monoblocks, separate PS 

N 41,6,25 Separate PSU, limited edition 
y 44,12,35 Optional phono/OAC module 
y 44,12,35 Pre/power removable link 

44,12,35 Mono/stereo switch 
y 49,12,33 Optional phono/digital boards 
N 49,12,38 Ball/unbalanced in 
N 49,13,36 Separate PSU 

49,19,38 Sal/unbalanced in/hybrid 
49,19,67 Sal/unbalanced in/hybrid 

N 
N 
N 

N 
N 

THX approved 
THX approved 

32,56,30 Latest style. Suits 92 
N 44,56,30 Latest style. Suits 90/3 
N 21,76,30 Uoradable with PSU, MC 1/P 

21,76,30 
43,76,30 
43,76,30 
43,76,30 

y 43,76,30 
y 43,76,30 Optional phono board 
N 43,7,32 
y 43,12,36 
y 43,12,36 
N 
N 
N 
N 
N 

Mono 

N 
N 

N 
Mono 

N 
N 
N 

Mono 

1 x Monoblock 
N 43,77,33 
N 75,23,37 Internally switchable MM/MC 

75,23,37 Wrth rnternal supply for OA24 
N 75,23,37 
N 43,77,33 

75,46,36 Regulated PSU 
75,46,36 2x monoblocks, massive PSU 

., 
N 4r; R �n PrAn11tlm::�in in 



HI-FI CHOICE BUYER'S GUIDE 113 

Key to amplifiers Type: lnt ·integrated, Pre · preampli· 
Price ·typical retail, to nearest fier, Pwr- power amplifier. 

����� -
-output power in watts, per 

Head phone · Y ·yes, N- no. 
R emote · Y ·yes, N -no. 

ltl 
channel, RMS. Size· width x height x depth in cm. 
Inputs-MM/MC- phono moving coil 
and moving magnet, l· line (CD, aux i:�t

d
ed'�� ���i}l�hc!f�.

1
Pt�:s���ie���n 

etc), T ·tape. 
A/V- includes Do\by Surround or Pro The Directory for full test results. 
Logic decoder and amplification. 

Key to cassette decks Heads- 2- combination record
h

play 

� 

Price -typical retail, to nearest heads; 3 ·independent record play 

�����T- twin transports, allowing 
heads, allowing real time off tape 

���;
e J� ������ ��a

b���O���u
R
e
���:�_

lay �i�� i����ffi x height x depth in cm. 

lJJP,',Lc 

reverse. i:�t�d'f� ����-
'
2h��� -iP t�8:s���Ve���" 

Dolb
�

- B �1od8 noise reduction). C 
(2od ), 5 24dB). B is standard for The Directory for full test results. 
prerecorded material. 
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Model g· 'g � :)! � Size Special 
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�· ., � � � � Model .. � Size Special 

Onkyo A801 200 In I N 40 MM,3L,2T y N 46,12,33 Stemloort Audio SF60 549 lnt N 60 4L,1T N N 43,6.35 Passive line amplifier 
Onkyo A803 260 In I N 60 MM/MC,3L,2T y y 46,12,33 Stemloort Audio SF1 00 649 lnt N 100 4L,1T N N 43,6,40 Passive line amplifier 
Onkvo A-911 350 lnt N 70 MM,3L,2T y y 28,12,33 Mini component, 4ohm ratin Synergy 3080 0 N 15 MM, N N 
Onkyo A650 370 lnt N 60 MM/MC,3L,2T y y 46,15,35 Teac A-X1030 160 lnt N 40 MM,3L,2T y N 44,13,36 Mic input 
Orelle SC-200 400 Pre N 6L,1T N N 44,7,28 MM/MC option Teac A-X3030 220 lnt N 60 MM,3L,2T y N 44,13,36 Mic input 
Orelle SP-150 499 Pwr 75 44,7,26 MOSFET, vdH wiring Teac A-X5030 260 lnt N 75 MM/MC,3L,2T y N 44,16,36 
Paoworth PPA6 0 Pre N 6L N N 25,13,33 Si-mono valve Technics SU-VZ220 150 lnt N 40 MM,2L,1T y N 43,13,32 NB speaker select 
Papworth PPA6/P 0 Pre N MM,MC,6L N N 25,13,33 Si-mono valve Technics SU-VZ320 190 lnt N 50 MC/MM,3L,2T y y 43,13,32 
Papworth TVA50 1425 Pwr N 50 N N 43,19,33 Tube stereo Technics SU-A600 200 1nl N 40 MC/MM,3L,2T y N 43,13,32 
Papworth M100 2645 Pwr N 100 N N 25,17,36 Tube monoblock Technics SU-A700 250 lnt N 45 MC/MM,3L,2T y y 43,13,32 
Paoworth M200 3625 Pwr N 200 N N 46,20,31 Tube monoblock Technics SU-A600 330 lnt N 55 MC/MM,3L,2T N y 43,14,37 
Philios FA930 200 lnt N 65 MM.2L,3T y y 44,14.30 T echmcs SU-A90011 400 lnt N 90 MC!MM,3L,2T N y 43,14,37 
Pioneer A-1 03 130 lnt N 30 MM,3L,2T y N 42,11,31 Technics SU-C2000 700 Pre N N y 45,13,35 
Pioneer A-203 150 lnt N 45 MM,3L,2T y N 42,11,31 Technics SE-A2000 1050 Pwr 100 y 45,19,44 Meters, R-Core, MOS AA 

Pioneer A-303R 200 lnt N 45 MM,3L,2T y y 42,13,36 T esserac T AADA 1500 Pre N MM/MC N N 
Pioneer A-300X 230 lnt N 40 MM,3L,2T N N 42,13,36 T esserac TALA 1500 Pre N 5L,1T N N 
Pioneer A-400 260 lnt N 60 MM/MC,3L,2T y N 42,13,36 T esserac TAHA 1600 Pre N MC, y N 
Pioneer A-400X 300 lnt N 50 MM/MC4,2 y N 42,13,36 Tesserac TAP-A 5300 Pre N MM,3L,2T N N 
Pioneer A-503R 300 lnt N 70 MM,3L,2T y y 42,13,36 Tesserac TAMP-60 7350 Pwr 60 2x Monoblocks 
Pioneer A-602 350 lnt N 80 MM/MC,3L,3T y N 42,17,44 Thule Lo\50 599 lnt N 50 4L,1T N N Fully balanced operation 
Pioneer VSA-701S 500 lnt y 55 MM.2L,2T,5V y y 42,17,42 Dolby Pro Logic, smart set Thule IA100 699 lnt N 100 4L,2T N N Full balanced operation 
Pioneer VSA-0802S 600 lnt y 55 MM.2L,2T,5V y y 42,17,42 Dolby Pro Logic, DSP TOCA SECA 20watt 1977 Pwr 22 20,46,32 Srnqle ended monoblock 
Pro-ject Model 7 259 lnt N 40 MM,3L,2T N N TOCA SECA 20w SE 2934 PWR 20 Monoblock 
PS Audio 6.1 799 Pre N 4L,1T N N 43,6,19 Outboard PSU TOCA SECA Class A Pre 4975 Pre N MM/MC,6L, 1T N N 20,46,32 Class A 
PS Audio Phone Link 799 Pre N MM/MC N N 43,6,19 Outboard PSU TOCA SECA 50watt 11934 Pwr 50 107,26,3 2x monoblocks, sin le ended 
PS Audio 5.6 1090 Pre N MM/MC,3L,2T N N 43,6,19 Outboard PSU TOCA SECA 1 OOWatt 14164 Pwr 100 136,26,3 2x monoblocks 
PS Audio 1 00 Delta 1499 Pwr 120 42,15,35 TOGA SECA 200WATT 17324 Pwr 200 172,26,3 2x monoblocks 
PS Audio 200 Delta 2279 Pwr 200 42,15,45 TOCA SECA 200watt 19913 Pwr 300 172,36,4 2x monoblocks 
PS Audio 200b De�a 2490 Pwr 200 42,15,45 Triangle TE60 549 lnt N 60 5L,IT y N 
PS Audio 250 Delta 2960 Pwr 250 42,15,45 Monoblocks Triangle TE60SE 649 In I N 70 MM/MC,4L, 1T y N 
QED Vector One 199 Pre N 4L, IT N N Triangle Nemo All ion 02 1550 lnt N 80 5L,2T N N 
QED C-300CD 259 Pre N MMIMC,4L,1T N N Tube Tech Seer Line 575 Pre N 5L,IT N N 35,8,25 
QED Vector Reference 299 Pre N 4L,1T N N Tube T ech Seer Phone 649 Pre N MM,4L,IT N N 35,8,25 
QED C-300PA 329 Pre N MM/MC,4L,1T N N TT Unisis Power Amp 1099 Pwr N 30 N N 35,17,27 Power amp to match Unisis 
Quad 306 350 Pwr N 70 N N 33,7,21 Stereo power amp Tube T ech Prophet 1199 Pre N 4L,1T N N 35,8,25 Two box pre, separate PSU 
Quad 34 396 Pre N MM,2L,T N N 33,7,21 Optional MC phone input TT Unisis Super Line 1399 lnt N 30 4L,1T N N 35,17,27 Line level version ol Unisis 
Quad 77 565 INT N 70 2L,T 33,6,30 System 1/P bus, remote Tube Tech Unisis 1399 lnt N 30 MM,3L,IT N N 35,17,27 
Quad 606 690 Pwr N 140 N 33,14,24 Stereo power amp Tube Tech Genesis 2599 Pwr N 100 N N 35,15,27 2x monoblocks 
Quad 66 863 Pre N 35 MM,4L,2T N y 33,8,26 Variable inputs, inc R/C Tube Tech Synergy 3900 lnt N 150 5L,1T, N y 47,18,47 
Rega Brio 229 lnt N 30 MM,3L,IT N N 43,7,15 Woodside SC27 Line 705 Pre N 2L.1T N N 
ReQa Elex 396 lnt N 50 MM,3L,IT N N 43,7,25 Woodside SC27 MM 881 Pre N MM,2L,IT N N 
Reoa Elicit 730 lnt N 70 MM,MC,3L, 1T N N 43,7,25 Full dual mono Woodside ISA230 Disc 699 lnt N 30 MM,2L,1T N N 
Roksan ROK-L2 995 Pre N 4L.IT N N 43,6,33 Woodside ISA230 Line 699 lnt N 30 4L,2T N N 
Roksan ROK-S1 1495 Pwr N 50 N N Woodside ISA 2.40 949 Pwr 40 
Roksan ROK-L 1 2250 Pre N 4L,IT N N 43,8,33 Woodside SC27 MC 999 Pre N MC,2L, 1T N N 
Roksan ROK-M1 4500 Pwr N 120 48,11,34 N N Pair monoblocks Woodside MA50 Class A 1224 Pwr 50 1 channel monoblock 
Rose RV-23 450 Pre N MM,2L,IT N N 33,9,26 Tube, zero feedback Woodside STA35 1323 Pwr 35 
Rose RV-23S 525 Pre N MM/MC,2L,2T N N 33,9,26 Tube, separate PSU Woodslde SC25 Line 1420 Pre N 2L,2T N N 
Rose RP-190 (Dual Mode 550 Pwr N 75 33,9,30 Low feedback monoblock (x2 WoodSide SC26 Phone 1931 Pre N MM/MC,3L,2T N N 
Rotel RC970BX 150 Pre N 3L,2T y N 44,8,29 Yamaha AX-470 200 lnt N 95 MM,MC,3L,2T y N 
Rotel RA930AX 175 lnt N 30 MM,3L1T y N 44,9,31 YBA lnteqre Line 999 lnt N 45 4L,IT N N 43,9,33 
Rotel RA935BX 225 lnt N 50 3L,2T y N 44,10,35 Separate listen/rec selectors YBA 3 Power 1199 Pwr 45 43,9,33 
Rotel RB970BX 225 Pwr N 60 44,6,29 YBA Integro 1199 lnt N 45 MM,4L,IT N N 43,9,33 
Rotel RA960BX2 325 lnt N 60 MM/MC,3L,2T y N 44,9,35 Separate listenirec selectors YBA 3 1250 Pre N MM,3L,IT N N 43,9,33 
Rotel RC960BX 350 Pre N MM/MC,3L,2T y N 44,7,33 YBA 2 1699 Pre N MM,3L, 1T N N 43,9,33 
Rolel RA960BX 425 lnt N 100 MM/MC,3L,2T y N 44,12,34 Separate listen/rec selectors YBA 2 Power 2150 Pwr 70 43,9,33 
Rotel RB980BX 450 Pwr N 120 44,12,33 YBA 2 Power 2150 Pwr 70 43,9,33 
Rotel RC990BX 500 Pre N MM!MC,3L,2T y y 44,7,33 YBA 1 3750 Pre N MC,4L, IT N N 43,9,33 
Rotel RB990BX 750 Pwr N 200 44,12,38 YBA 1 Power 4250 Pwr 85 43,14,33 
Sansui AU-X117 170 lnt N 30 MM,3L,1T y N 
Sansui AU-X3172. 275 lnt N 40 MM,3L,IT y N 
Sansui AU-X417R 260 lnt N 45 MM,3L,2T y N 
Sansui AU-X517R 450 lnt N 60 MM/MC,3L,2T y y 

Sansui AU-Aioha 607 1300 lnt N 90 MM/MC,2L, IT y y 

� 
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Model �· ., z 

a � Size Special .. "' 
Sansui AU-Aipha707 1500 lnt N 90 MM/MC, 4L3T y y Built in BS DAC ' 
Sentec PP9 RIAA MM 500 Pre N MM N N 5,12,23 Phone step-up - MM Aiwa AD-F450 120 s B,C y 2 Super OX head 
Sentec PP9 RIAA MC 600 Pre N MC N N 5,12,23 Phone step-up - MC Aiwa AO-WX727 170 T B,C y 2 Twin auto-reverse 
Sentec SC9 BOO Pre N 4L,2T y N 34,7,15 Aiwa AD-WX628 200 T BC y 2 Twin auto reverse, remote 
Sentec PA9 1000 Pwr N 60 20,8,30 Monoblocks Aiwa AO-F650 230 s B,C y 3 Super OX head, twrn capstan 
Shearne Phase 11 549 lnt N 50 4L,2T N N Aiwa AD-WX929 250 T BC y 2 Twin record, quick auto revers 
Shearne Phase 1 Pre 1099 Pre N MM/MC/4L,2T N N Arwa AD-S950 300 s B,C,S y 3 Dual capstan, remote control 
Sheame Phase 1 Power 1199 Pwr 80 Dual mono Aiwa XK-S7000 550 s B,C,S y 3 6N head coils, built in DAC 
Sherwood AI 221 0 60 lnt N 30 MM,3L,IT y N Aiwa XK-S9000 700 s B,C,S y 3 6N head coils, built in DAC 
Sherwood AI 1110 100 lnt N 55 MM,4L,IT y N Arcam Delta 100 699 s B,C,S N 3 43,12,34 Dolby S, designed & made in UK 
Sherwood Al 2010 120 lnt N 30 MM,4L,2T y N Denon DRM-540 160 s B,C y 2 44,13,28 
Sherwood AI 3010 140 lnt N 40 MM,4L,2T y N De non DRS-61 0 200 s B,C y 2 44,13,31 Drawer loadinq 
Shenvood AI 5010 170 lnt N 70 MM,3L,2T y N Denon DRW-760 250 T B,C y 2 44,13,28 
Sherwood AM/AVP8500 600 y 230 y y NV Pre/power amp Denon DRM-740 260 s B,C y 3 44,13,26 Dual capstan 
Sirius Control Unit 720 Pre N 6L,2T N N 23,5,19 Passive preamp Denon DRS-610 300 s B,C y 3 44,13,32 
Sirius 78 2492 Pwr N 200 N N 30,23,19 1 x monoblock Dual CC6000 RS 200 T B,C N 2 44 Remote through 9000RS 
Sonic Link DM20 349 lnt N 25 MM,3L,1T y N 23,8,43 Goodmans De�a 700 100 T B N 2 36,13,28 
Sonic Link DM20 Gold 598 lnt N 30 MM/MC,3L, IT y N 23,6,43 Goodmans GSW650 130 T B N 2 43,12,27 Both auto-reverse 
Sonic Link DM30 725 lnt N 25 MM/MC,3L, IT N N 23,6,43 Grundi CCF210 150 T,AR B N 2 36,12,30 AMS, CD copy, hi speed dub 
SonyTAF211B 150 lnt N 30 MM/2L y N 43,14,31 Source direct Grundi CCF2 170 T B N 2 44,13,30 AMS, remote, display oH 
Sony TAF244B 200 lnt N 40 MM/2L y N 43,14.31 MOSFET power staoe Grundi CCF310 190 T,AR B,C y 2 36,12,30 Elapsed time, CD copy, AMS 
Sony TAF444E 250 lnt N 50 MM,3L,2T y N 43,15,38 
Sonv TAF542E 300 lnt N 90 MM/MC,3L,2T y N 43,15,36 UK optimised sound 
Snnv J�AVfi70R 400 1nl y 70 MM 41 ST y N 43.15.36 Dolbv Pro Loaic 

" ., I 

J. Audrolab 6000A 450 lnt N 60 MM,MC,IT,3T y N 45,8,36 Preout/main in I 
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Key to cassette decks Heads· 2 ·combination record

� 
play 

-
Price · typical retail, to nearest heads; 3 ·independent record play 
f����T ·twin transports, allowing 

heads, allowing real time off tape 
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Model � "' � Size Special 
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Grundiq CCF3 200 T,AR B,C y 2 44,13,30 Elapsed time, display switch 
Grundig CF4 250 s B,C y 3 44,13,30 Manual bias, AMS, monitor 
Harman-Kardon TD4200 2BO T B,C N 2 45,13,35 
Harman-Kardon TD4400 349 s 8/C y 2 45,13,35 
Harman-Kardon TD4500 499 s 8/C y 2 45,13,35 
Harman-Kardon DC5500 599 T B,C y 2 45,13,35 
Harman-Kardon TD4600 699 s B,C,S y 2 45,13,35 
Harman-Kardon OC5700 699 T B,C y 2 45,13,35 Both transpo�s record 

Harman-Kardon TD4BOO 1299 s B,C,S y 3 45,13,35 

JVC TD·W1 068K 120 T 8 N 2 44,13,24 Twin, one recording deck 

JVC TD-W2DBBK 170 T B,C y 2 44,13,33 Twin, one recording deck 

JVC TD-X372BK 170 s B,C y 2 44,13,33 
JVC TD·W3DBBK 200 T,AR B,C y 2 44,13,33 Twin, one recording deck 

JVC TD-V562BK 220 s B,C y 3 44,13,33 Cassette stabiliser 

JVC TD·W70BBK 250 T,AR B,C y 2 44,13,33 Twin record/play 

JVC TD·V662BK 270 s B,C y 3 44,13,33 Dual capstan 

Kenwood KX-3060 170 s B.C y 2 44,12,37 Tape path stabiliser 

Kenwood KX-W4060 1BO T B.C y 2 44,13,30 Computer controlled recording 

Kenwood KX·W6060 200 T B.C y 2 44,13,30 Auto bias 

Kenwood KX·5060S 235 s B,C,S y 2 44,12,30 Auto bias 

Kenwood KX-WB060 260 T B.C y 2 44,13,30 Auto bias 

Kenwood KX-7060S 400 s B.C y 3 44,13,30 Auto tape calibration 

Marantz SD-53 200 s B,C y 2 43,14,30 0-bus 

Marantz SD-415 210 T B,C y 2 43,14,30 0-bus, mic mixing 

Marantz S0-63 269 s B,C y 3 43,14,30 D·bus 

NAD 602 200 s B,C y 2 PlayTnm 

NAD Monitor 6100 299 s B,C y 2 Play Tnm, remote cntn, Dyneq 

Nakamichi DR-3 400 s B,C N 2 43,10,32 

Nakamichi DR-2 600 s B,C N 3 43,10,32 Diffused resonance transport 

Nakamichi DR-1 B50 s B,C N 3 43,10,32 Manual azimuth calibration 

Nakamichi CR· 7E 1995 s B,C N 3 44,14,30 Auto tape calibration, R/C 

Nakamichi Draoon 2350 AR B,C N 3 45,14,30 Auto azimuth correct 

Onkyo TA201 200 s B,C y 2 46,12,13 

Onkyo TA-RW313 250 T B,C y 2 46,12,31 

Onkyo KR-609 350 AR B,C y 2 2B,12,31 Mini component 

Onkyo TA250 350 s B,C y 3 46,12,31 
Onkvo K-W606 370 T,AR B,C y 2 2B, 12,32 Mini component 

Onkvo K-611 430 AR B,C y 3 2B, 12,32 Mini component 

Pioneer CT -S330 170 s B,C y 2 42, 13,2B Audio tape setup, FLEX 

Pioneer CT ·W503R 200 T,AR B,C y 2 42,13,25 Auto NR, FLEX 

Pioneer CT -S430S 200 s B,C,S y 2 42,13,28 Auto tape setup, FLEX, Oolby S 

Pioneer CT·W603RS 230 T,AR B,C,S y 2 42,13,25 Auto tape setup, FLEX, Dolby S 

Pioneer CT-WB03RS 300 T,AR B,C,S y 2 42, I 3,25 Twin record, mic Vp 

Pioneer CT -S630S 300 s B,C,S y 3 42, t3,3B Aula tape setup 

Pioneer CT·M601R 3BO AR B,C y 2 42, 14,3B Six tape record/play, r/cntrl 

Pioneer CT -S630S 500 s B,C,S y 3 42, 14,3B Slant Z transpo� mech 

Pioneer CT-95 1000 s B,C,S y 3 44,15,3B Copper plated chassis 
Sansui D·X117HX 220 s B,C y 2 
She!Wood 051150 BD s B,C N 2 
SheiWood DS1 01 DC 100 s B,C y 2 Mic input 

She !Wood OD 1030C 100 T B N 2 

She!Wood 08301 DC 120 s B,C y 2 
She!Wood 00301 DC 150 T B,C y 2 

SheiWood OS501 DDC 170 s B,C y 2 
Sony TCFX211 B 100 s B,C N 2 43,12,29 

Sony TCK 2158 130 s B,C y 2 43,12,31 Tape calibration 

Sony TCK311B 130 s B,C y 2 43,12,31 Auto calibration 
Sony TCW4458 150 T B,C y 2 43,12,31 Full loqic control 
SonyTCK4158 180 s B,C y 3 43,12,31 UK optimised sound 
Sonv TCWR5458 200 T B,C y 2 43, I 2,29 Auto calibration 
Sofll' TCWR645S 250 T B,C,S y 2 43,12,31 UK optimised sound 
Sony TCK511 S 250 s B,C,S y 3 43,12,31 UK oplimised sound 
Sony TCK611S 300 s B,C,S y 3 43,12,30 UK optimised sound 
Teac V-600 150 s B,C y 2 Fine bias 
Teac W-700R 220 T,AR B,C y 2 44,15,29 

Teac V-1010 250 s B,C y 3 44,15,29 Fine bias 
Teac V-3010 350 s B,C y 3 44,15,36 Copper chassis, remote 
Teac V·2020S 3BO s B,C y 3 44,15,29 Tape calibration 
Teac W-6000R 450 T,AR B,C y 2 44,15,33 Pitch control, remote 
T eac R·9000S 500 AR B,C y 3 49,15,36 Remote control 
Teac V·BOOOS 700 s B,C,S y 3 4B, I 5,36 Direct drive, tape cat, remote 
T echnlcs RS-TR232 180 T,AR B,C y 2 43, I 4,29 Play transport unidirectional 
Technics RS·BX404 180 AR B,C y 2 43, I 3,29 Mic inputs, auto tape cal 
Technics RS· TR333 200 T,AR B,C y 2 43,14,29 
Technics RS-BX646 230 s B,C y 3 43,13,30 Auto taoe cat, remote readv 
Technics RS· TR515 250 T,AR B,C y 2 43,14,29 Optical Quick reverse 
Technics RS·BX7 4 7 300 s B,C y 3 43,13,30 Fine bias adj, THC la-red base 
Technics RS·TR979 3BO T,AR B,C y 2 43, 13,2B Both decks record, quick rev 
Yamaha KX-650 260 s 8/C y 3 
Yamaha KX·W952 500 T B,C y 2 

Key to compact disc players, trans- R emote Control-Y ·yes, N · No. 

��i�! ���p?:a��etail, to nearest 
Size -width x height x depth in cm. 

g
ound. 
AC T

s
pe · MB- multibit, 1 bit - single 
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bit, B - Bitstream, DS ·Delta Sigma, 
M· MASH, Hybrid-combines multibit The Directory for full test results. 
and single bit. 
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(;' ;'l "' ;. Model "' "' .a· Size Special 

' '  

Aiwa OX-M 100 150 1bil 0 y Midi size 

Aiwa XC-750 200 I bit 0 y Peak search. record calibratio 

Aiwa XC-950 250 I bit 0 y Peak search. record calibratio 
AMC CD6 349 ss E,O y 

ARC COt 3278 y 'Bit String' conversion 

Arcam Alpha One 300 os E y 43,8,29 
Arcam Alpha 5 Plus 470 MS E y 43,B,27 Upgradable OAC , display off 

Arcam Delta 270 800 Hvbrid 2E 43,9,28 Convertable to 250 transport 

Audiomeca Kreatura 1199 MS E y 25,14,39 Heavily modil1ed COM 

Aura CD50 400 ss E y 43,7,34 

Aura CD50CHR 450 BS E y 43,7,34 Chrome linish 

AVI S2000 MCII 799 BS 31,25,9 Low noise clock system 

AVI S2DOOMC 1149 MS E y 31,25,9 20 bit Burr Brown DACs 

Cambs CD200 Mk 11 150 !bit y 42,9,29 

Gambridoe Audio CD200 150 MS N y 42,9,29 Can play in reverse order 

Oenon OCD-615 !BD MS E y 44, I 1,29 Digital attenuator 

Denon OCD-1290 330 MS 0 y 44,13,32 UK specified components 

Dual C01135RC 140 MS E y 

Dual CD1150RC 150 MS E y 

Dual CD 1 DOORS 170 ss E N Remote control via CR9000RS 

Dual C01180RC 1BO BS E y 

Eclipse CD101 BO MB y 36,8,29 

Eclipse CD420 100 MS y 42,8,29 

Eclipse CD720 120 MS y 42,8,29 

Goodmans Delta 700 110 MS N y 

Goodmans GCD360R 120 MS N y 

Grundig CD210 120 BS E y 36,8,30 30 mem, random repeat 

Grundig C01 140 BS E y 44,9,30 30 track memorv, auto-space 

Grundig C02 190 BS E y 44,9,30 

Grundio CD3 240 ss E y 44,9,30 FTS, displa oft, lade, DAC7 

Harman-Kardon HD7225 230 BS y 45,10,33 
Harman-Kardon H07325 299 BS E,O y 45,10,33 

Harman-Kardon HD7425 349 MB E y 45,10,33 

Harman-Kardon HD7525 449 MS E y 45, I 0,33 
Harman·Kardon H07625 549 MS E y 45, I 0,33 
Harman-Kardon H07725 799 MS E,O y 45, I 0,33 
Jadis JS-1 B06B MS 
JVC XL-V1748X 140 1bil y 44, I 0,2B 

.NC XL-V2748K 160 !bit y 44, I 0,28 

.NC XL-Z674 300 1bil y 44,11,2B 

JVC XL ·M408BK 300 1bil y 44, I 3,32 Six disc 

JVC XL -Z1 050TN 500 I bit E y 45,11,34 

JVC XL·MC100 BOO I bit y 36,37,38 1 DO disc player 

Kenwood DP-2060 160 1bil y 44,10,26 Central mechanism 

Kenwood DP·R4060 200 1bil y 44, I 2,3B Five disc carousel 
Kenwood OP-3060 200 I bit y 44,10,26 High precision master clock 
Kenwood DP·M6060 250 1bil y 44, I 2,36 Multiplay CD 6+ 1 disc 
Kenwood DP-5060 250 !bit 0 y 44,12,31 D .R.I.V .E . 

Kenwood OP· 7060 3BO I bit 0 y 44,12,31 D.R.I.V.E 
Krell KPS20i 3278 E y Balanced out, Bit Strinq conv 
Krell CD-OSP Mk 11 5000 y 42,13,2B Digital inputs lacility 
Krell CO DSPII 5000 5000 MS 2E y 42, 13,2B Has digital in, balanced out 
Krell KSP20i 9950 E y Balanced out, top loader 
Unn Mimik 79B os E y 32,B,33 BNC di ita I 
Unn Karik 1497 os E,O y 32,B,33 BNC digital 
Luxman DSOOX's 3750 MS 0 y 44,12,39 Top loading 
Marantz CD-53 200 ss E y 43,9,30 New transpo�. DAC, circuit 
Marantz CD-63 250 ss E,O y 42,9,30 As CD-53 
Marantz CD-52 11 SE 300 ss E y 42, I 2,28 Selected passive components 
Marantz CO· 72SE 600 ss E,O y 42,12,2B As C0-52, 4V output 
Marantz C0-1 0 1200 ss E,O y 46,14,36 Twin OAC-7, heavy build 
Mclntosh MCD700B 1995 MS E y Seven disc multiplayer 
Meridian 506 795 os E,O N 33,9,34 Recently improved sound 
Meridian 606 1350 1bit 3E,O N 

Meridian 508 1350 os E,O N 33,9,34 
Metaxas PHOS 1750 BS E,O y 42,16,42 
Micro-Seil<i CD·M2DC 3695 MB E y 

Micro·Seiki CDM2000X 46B9 MB E y 

Micromega Stage 1 450 BS E y 43,28,B8 Upgradable 
Micromega Stage 2 600 ss E y 43,28,88 Uooradable 
Micromega Stage 3 BOO ss E y 43,2B,B8 Uooradable 
Micromeqa Trio 6000 ss E y 34,4B,31 AESffoslink digital output 
Mission DAD? 900 MS E y 22,B,36 
Mission Oiscmaster 1900 MB E y 22,B,36 Two box, inc Oacmaster DAC 
Musical Fidelitv E600 599 ss E y 44,12,35 Balanced XLR output 
Musical Fidelity FCD 1499 BS 2E,O y 49,12,33 XLR balanced out, tube o/p sta 
NAD 501 1BO BS N 
NAD 502 220 M E y 

NAO Monitor 5000 309 M E y 

Nairn CD3 B9B MS y 32,6,30 1 box 
Nairn COl 1677 MS y 43,16,30 One box, no di ital output, to 
Nairn CD5 3254 MS y 43,16,30 Two box, no digital output, to 
Nakamichi MB-4S 299 MS y 43,10,27 Multi-GO, 16 x 4 oversampling 
Nakamichi CD4 3BO MS E y 43,10,32 
Nakamichi MB3 650 MB y 43,10,3B Multi CO, 1BxB oversampling 
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Model 

I Nakamichi MB2 
I NVA LD TV32 
I NVA TES 
I NVA T.T.S 
I NVA T.L.S 
I Onix CD33 
I Onkyo DX71 0 
Onkvo DX703 
Onkva C-

I Onkyo DHJ 1 o 
I Onkyo DX750 
I Orelle CD-4BO 
I Orelle CD260 11 
I Ph1ilps :0710 
I Philips CD740 
I Philips CD720 
I Phi !Ios :OC7 45 
I Philips CD750 
I Pioneer PD-77 
I P1oneer PD-1 03 
I Pioneer PD-203 
I Pioneer PD-S503 
I Pioneer PD-M603 
I Pioneer PD-S703 
I Pioneer PD-M703 
I Pioneer PD-DMB02 
I Pioneer PD-5901 
I Pioneer PO-TM3 
I Pioneer PD-F100 
I Pioneer PD-95 
I Quad CD67 
I Roksan A TT -DP2P 
I Rotel RCQ9_4_0BX 
I Rotel RCD-945AX 
I Rotel RCD-965BX 
I Rotel RCD-965BX D 
[ Rotel RCD-965BX LED 
I Sansui CD-270 
I Sansui CD-t17K 11 
I Sansui CD-X2171 
I Sansui CD-X317 
I Sansui CD-X61 
I Santec Diana 
I Sherwood CD3020R 
I Sherwood CD501 OR 
I Sherwood CDC5030 
I Sany CDP-M302 
I Sany CDP-3 t 2 
I Sany CDP-C325M 
I Sany CDP-C345 
I Sany CDP-715E 
I Sany CDP-915E 
I Sony CDP-CXIOO 
I Teac CD-P3500 
I Teac CD-P4500 
I Teac VRDS-7 
I Teac VRDS-10 
I Teac VRDS-20 
[Teac X-1 
I Teac X-IS 
TechniCS SL-PG360A 
Technics SL-PG440A 

I Technic_s SL-PG560A 
I Technics SL-PS620A 
I Technics SL -PS? 40A 
I Technics SL -PSB40 
I Technics SL -P2000 
I Wadia 16 
I Yamaha :oX-670 
I Yamaha CDC-635 
I Yamaha CDXB70 
I Yamaha COX-1 000 
I YBA 2 

Model 

Arcam Delta 250 
Audiolab BOOOCDM 
Audiomeca Damnation 
Audiomeca Kreatura 
Audiomeca Mephisto 
Counterpoint DA-11 E 
DPA T1 Transport 
Jadis JCDT 
Krell MD-20 

Key to compact disc players, trans· 

��i�
t
; �7�p?:a1�etail, to nearest 

Remote Control · V · yes, N • No. 
Size· width x height x depth in cm. 

g
ound. 
AC Type · MB ·multi bit, 1 bit· single 

bit, BS · Bitstream, OS· Delta Sigma, 
M· MASH, Hybrid· combines multi bit 
and single bit. 
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al 5/PDIF). 

B50 I MB 
JIQQ [!bit 
2000 I BS 
3200 I MB 
3300 [!bit 
999 I BS 
2C !bit 
24C !bit 
29C [tbit 
350 [!bit 
350 [!bit 
400 I MB 
900 I MB 
120 I MB 
130 I MB 
130 I MB 
199 [BS 
199 I BS 
100 [1-bit 
140 [1-bit 
160 [1-bit 
200 1-bit 
250 1-bit 

]00 [1-bit 
300 [1-bit 
450 [1-bit 
499 [1-bit 
500 [1-bit 
600 [!bit 

2500 [ 1-bit 
B25 I os 

1495 os 
230 I MB 
230 I BS 
300 I BS 
375 I BS 
425 I BS 
180 I BS 
200 I MB 
200 I MB 
250 I BS 
350 I BS 

1100 I MB 
130 I BS 
160 I BS 
200 [1bit 
130 l 1bit 
150 [1bit 
230 [1bit 
230 [1bit 
25( l1bit 
300 [1bit 
BOO [!bit 
200 I BS 
2BC I BS 
600 I BS 
770 I BS 

1300 [BS 
2500 I MB 
3500 I MB 
140 [M 
170 I M 
1BO I M 
200 I M 
250 I M 
420 I M 

1000 I M 
7395 I MB 
290 I BS 
300 I BS 
330 I BS 
599 I BS 

2999 I MB 

750 
1250 
B75 
999 

1999 
1495 
B95 

BOOO 
4999 

li 
lE 
[E 
[E 
[E 
[E 

I O 
I O 
[0 
[0 
[ 0 
[E 
[E 

[E 

I E 
I E 
I E,O 

I o 

I E, 

I E,O 
I E 

E 

E 
E 
E 
E 

'N 
N 
E 
E,_O 
E,O 

, E,O 
�y 
I Y_ 
;N 

N 

IN 

l Q 
I O 
I O 

E 

E,O 
E,O 
E,O 

0 
,N 

0 
0 
0 
0 
D 

E,O 

I E,O 
I E,O 

2E, 0 
E,O 
E,O 
E,O 
E,O 
E,O 

E.20 

"' .. 
3 
;. Size !special 

Y I 43,10,3B [Multi-CD, 20xB oversampling 
y 
y 
y 
y 

I 43.B,33 I DAC 
y 146. 1,31 
V [ 46,11,31 
V I 2B,B,30 I Mini component 
y [46,12,43 
y [46,11,31 
Y I 44.1 0,2B I DC couoled 
Y I 44,10,32 I Aud1oph1le components, DC cpld 
Y [16 bit continuous technology 
Y I Hybrid 5-bit DAC 
Y [16 bit Continuous Calibrat1on 
Y I Multi-disc tray 
Y I Selected BS DAC, differenlial 
Y I 44.13,33 I Satin aold finiSh 
N I 42.11 ,2B Disolay off 
Y I 42. I ,2B I As 103, vanable output & remo 
Y I 42,11 ,29 I Legato Link 
Y [42,11,30 [Six disc 
Y I 42,13,27 I SPM, Legato Link , twin PSU 
Y I 42,13,30 I Six disc. DSP soundfield cntrl 
Y [42.14,31 1Dual maaazine 12-disc 
Y I 42.13,33 I SPM, Legato Link, Twin DAC 
Y I 42, 18,35 I Triple magazine, 1B-disc 
Y [42,19,40 [100 disc, Leoato link 
Y I 44.16,34 I Balanced out, Leoato, SPM 
Y I 33,B,26 I For use with 66 system 
Y I 46, 12,35 I Player, lour level isolation 

y 144,10,32 
y 144,10,32 
Y 1 44 .10,32 [Audioohile comoonents 
Y I 44.10,32 Discrete outou 
Y I 44,10,32 I Discrete & slitloil caps 
N 
N 
N 
y 
y 
N 112,5,23 [20 bit 
N 
N 
Y [44, 10,3B I Five disc carousel 
Y I 36,1 0,33 I Midi-size, full remote control 
Y I 43,10,29 I Dioital servo 
Y I 36.10,39 I Midi size. 5-disc olayer 

I 43 13,39 I Five disc olaver 
Y I 43,11 ,30 UK ootimised sound 
Y I 43,11 ,36 UK optimised sound 

I 43, 13,3B [1 00 disc autochanqer 
y [44,12,28 
Y I 44,12,29 Dimtal attenuator 
Y [45,15,34 [Twin BS 
Y [45, 15,34 I Twin DAC7. balanced output 

I 50,15,34 I Twin DAC7. balanced outout 
146,14,40 I Balanced out, 4x20bit 

Y 1 46,14,40 I Balanced out, 4x 20bit 
Y I 43,10,29 I Remote control capable 

y I 43,10,29 [ 4-DAC 
Y I 43,11 ,30 I Selected audio parts 
y 143,12,29 
Y I 43, 13,29 I Centre tray 
Y I 43,13,34 I Advanced MASH converter 
Y I 45,13.33 I THCB base. R·Core transformer 

I Glass. olastic, BNC & AES/EBU 
y 
y 
y 
y 
Y I 43, I 0,33 I Outboard power supply 

Size Special 

43.9,2B BNC out. Has sync lock input 
45,B,36 Precision master clock 
29,10,32 
25,14,39 Heavily modified COM 
43,15,33 lnteqral platter, layer suspen 

'Deltran' clock lockino (with 
Top load 

42,13,2B Top load, AT&T optical out 

Key to compact disc players, trans· 

��i�
t
; ���p?ta��etail, to nearest 

Remote Control • Y ·yes, N · No. 
Size· width x height x depth in cm. 

g
ound. 
AC Type · MB ·multi bit, 1 bit· single 

bit. BS • Bitstream, DS ·Delta Sigma, 
M. MASH, Hybrid. combines multibit 
and single bit. 

���ft��).0Et�t�c�fi��t0t'u��������=�'(. 
al 5/PDIF). 

Model 

I Krell MD-10 7990 
I Krell KPS 20T B550 
I Krell DT-10 9090 
I Meridian 200 -895 
[-Meridian 500 975 
I Meridian 602 75( 
I Micromega Drive 1 600 
I Micromeqa Drive 2 900 
I Micromeoa T-Drive 1200 
I Micromeaa Duo CD3-1 1350 
I Micromeoa Duo CD2-1 25oO 
Orelle CD10-- 799 

I Pink Triangle cardinal 750 
I PS Audio Lambda tr 1990 
I Roksan ATT-DP2 1295 
I Roksan ATT-DP2A 1490 
I Teac P-700 900 
I Teac P-2 -3So0 

I Theta Data Basic 199� 
[ Theta Data 11 NTSC 3290 
[ Theta Data 11 PAL 3490 
I Wadia 20 4370 
I Wadia 7 9995 

Model 

Arcam Black Box 50 450 Hybrid 
Arcam Black Box 500 750 BS 
Audio Alchemy DAC-in-th -box20 MB 
Audio Note OAC1 600 MB 
Audio Note OAC3 1650 MB 
Audio Research DAC2 3940 MB 
Audiolab BOOODAC BOO BS 
Audiomeca Elixir 699 BS 
AVI S2000MD 549 MB 
Beard DAP-2 DAC 999 BS 
Beard DAP-1 1250 MB 
Counterpoint A020 255 MB 
Counterpoint CS 1B 355 MB 
Counterpoint BB69 595 MB 
Counterpoint UA20 995 MB 
Counterpoint DA-11 E 1495 
Counterpoint DA-1 OE 1675 
DPA Litlle Bit 11. 450 BS 
DPA Biooer B1t 695 BS 
DPA PDM256 2995 
DPA PDM1 0924 5995 
EMF Audio Crystal 500 SS 
Krell Studio 2 319B MB 
Krell Studio 4450 MS 
Krell Relerence 64 14900 MS 
LFD DAC3 2699 MS 
Linn Numerik t075 MS 
Meridian 563 695 os 
Metaxas Mas OAC 2BOO MB 
Micromeqa Microdac 349 SS 
Micromeqa DAC 600 BS 
M1cromeoa Duo BS2 600 BS 
Micromeoa T-DAC BOO BS 
Micromega Duo Pro 2 1350 BS 
Mission DAC5 300 BS 
NVA Dacon 320 BS 
Orelle DA-1B8 379 MB 
Orelle DA-1BO 599 MB 
Perceotion DAC 695 MB 
Pink Trianole Ordinal 790 BS 
Pink T rianqle DaGapo 1450 BS 
Pink T rianqle DC 1500 
PS Audio Dioilink 11 6B8 MS 
PS AudiO Superlink 2 1230 MB 
PS Aud10 Ultralink 2 2650 MB 
PS Audio Ref Link 5490 M8 
QED Positron B9 
QED Di it Plus 139 BS 
QED Di it Reference 299 BS 
Roksan ATT-DA2 549 os 
Sentec Diana 993 MB 
Teac D-700 600 MB 
Teac D-2 2500 MB 
Theta Pro-Prime 11 1BOO BS 
Theta Probasic 11 2299 MB 

I! 
12E.o 
I E,O 
I 2E.O 
l (o 

I E,O 
I E,O 
[E 
I E.O 

1-
[E 
l E 
1-
[ E.O 

lE 
lE 
I E,O 
1-
1-

E,O 
E,O 

E,O 
E/0 

E,O 

E,O 

E,O 
E,O 
E,O 
E,O 

3E,O 
E,O 
E,O 

E,O 
E,O 

E,O 
E,O 

"' .. 
3 
;. Size 

y I42,13.2B 

lsoecial 

y �T&T AE FRII balanced in 
y I 42, 13,2B I Front loader 
y [32,32,10 

V I 43,28,88 llnamdahle,A�S/EBU out_ 
y [43,28,8B I U�AES/EBU out 
V I22,2B,BB I Tray loadinG, AES/EBU out 
V I 34.9,31 I Too loadinG, AES/EBU out 

� llsOiated PSU, silver wirina 
I 46,B,36 I Uooradable transport & player 

Y I3B.B,34 I AT&T, AES/EBU optional 
Y I 46.12,35 I Four level ISolation 
Y [46,12,35 [AT&T optical 
Y I 23.14,40 I Half widlh, l cha 

v i� 
Y f2:li4!i9 IGOiiiOiall circuit boards 

Y 142.8,34 IAT&l. FS/F I ootion 
Y [42, 12,40 AT&T, AES/EBU option 
Y [42,12,40 AT&T, AES/EBU balanced in 

Glass, olastic, BNC, AES/EBU 
y 135.16,46 

Size Special 

43,7,2B Two inputs, sync lock 
43.9,2B 7 Inputs, sync-lock 

4B,14.26 20bll, Bx o/s 
45.B,36 Balanced AES/EBU 1nput 

y 25,39,9 
31,25,9 16 bit, ootical & elec 1/p 

Y Hybrid tube 

DACCard for DA-1 OE 
DACCard for DA-1 OE 
DACCard for DA-1 OE 
DACCard for DA-1 OE 

Y 49,6,27 Optional AT&T & AESIIJBU balanc 
Y lnterchanoeable DACs, optional 

Unique DPA DX64 DAC 
Unique DPA OX 12B DAC 

42,13,27 AT&T in 
42,6,32 AT&T in 
42,13.39 AT&T in 

N 48,7,37 Optional balanced output 
32.8,33 CD sync link with Karik 

N 33,9,34 

N 

26,15,45 External PSU, 20 bit 
22,5,15 Coax/optical 
43,28.BB AES/EBU input 
8,28,9 AES inout 
22,28,8B Four inputs 
34,4B,31 AES inout 
7.11.29 Outboard DAC. matches DAD5 

N 22,7.23 DC coupled, optical & coax in 
N 44,7,2B 2 outputs, twin transformers 

23,8,35 lnterchanqable DAC & filter 
46,8,35 Umque discrete DAC 
46,B,35 Massive battery PSU lor DaCapo 
3B,B,16 
3B,B.16 
3B,6.20 
3B.B.36 

N 22,10,33 

23,14,40 
23,14.49 
42,5,23 
42,5,29 

AT&T 1nput option 
AT&T input 
Uparade PSU for D1git 

Combined 2x Positron/Di it 
DAC 4 inputs, optional AT&T 

Matches P-700, 4x20bit 
IB bit, balanced output 

l1i, @OO�Au� d� iol�ab�B�O� OO� A�----�4� 50�1n� t--�N�6� 0�� M� M�.M� C�,�� T�,3�T--�Y--� N--� 45�.8� ,3� 6�P� re� o�uV� m�ai� n�ln 
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Model 

Theta Pro Gen Ill 
I Theta Pro Gen V 
I Wadia 12 
I Wadia 15 
I Wadia 64.4 
I Wadia 9 
I Woodside DAC2 
I Woodside DAC1 

Model 

.NC XM·D1BK 
Marantz DD·82 
Meridian COR 
Nakamichi 10007 
Philips DCC300 
Philips DCC600 
Pioneer 0·07 
Sharp MO·M11E 
SonyMBS501 
Sonv DTC80ES 
Technics RS·OCB 

Model 

Aiwa HP·V141 
Aiwa HP·A160 
Aiwa HP·JB33 
Aiwa HP·V143 
Aiwa HP·A260 
Aiwa HP·V145 
Aiwa HP·V147 
Aiwa HP·X201 
Aiwa HP·A360 
Aiwa HP·X301 
Aiwa HP·VX303 
Aiwa HP·X705 
AKG K2 
AKG K33 
AKG K44 
AKG K135 
AKG K141 
AKG K240 Monitor 
AKG K270 
AKG K280 Parabolic 
AKG K400 
AKG K270 Studio 
AKG K500 
AKG K340 
AKG K1000 
Audio Technica ATH·309 
Audio Technica ATH·M4X 
Audio Technica ATH·909 
Audio Technica ATH·Ol 
Audio Technica ATH·910 
Audio Technica ATH-900 
Be er OT311 
Beyer DT331 
Beyer OT411 
Bever OT431 
Beyer DT·511 
Beyer DT990 
Beyer OT801 
Bever DT100 
Beyer DT770 Pro 
Be er DT811 
Be er IRS790 
Bever OT990 Pro 
Beyer DT·901 
Beyer IRS890 
Bever DT911 
Grado Prestiae SR60 
Grado Prestioe SR80 
Grado Prestiae SR 100 
Grado Prestiae SR200 
Grado Prestiae SR300 
Grado Si nature HP3 
Grado Signature HP2 
Grado Signature HP1 
Jecklin Float Model 1 
Jecklin Float Model 2 
Jecklln Float ELS-

Key to digital recorders 
Price - typical retail, to nearest 

����� -
MD- Mini Disc- DCC- Oi ital 

Compact Cassette, OAT- Oigita� Audio 
Cassettes. 
Digitalin & Out- E- Electrical \usual­
ly coaxial 5/PDIF), 0- optical, usual­
ly Toslink). 

"' 
� 
� Size 

5690 I MB I · 142,8 , 34 
8500 I MB l E N 142,8,34 

g�:s
r?��i-t��e�� .

ug�b!t
o! t��t 

Si����� 
Size -width x height x depth in cm. 
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The Directory for full test results. 

Special 

AT&T input oplron 

1530 I MB I E,O N I Balanced and AT& T input 
3790 I MB I E,O 
4750 I MB I E,O 

12790 I MB I E,O 
509 I MB I E,O 
909 I MB lE. 

900 MD E,O 
399 occ E,O 

4500 CD·R E,O 
0 OAT E,O 

179 DCC 
199 DCC 

1150 OAT E,O 
450 MO 
800 MO E,O 
800 OAT E,O 
700 occ E,O 

7 Ear 
7 Opn 
8 Opn 
9 Ear 
9 Opn 

10 Ear 
10 Ear 
13 Sld 
13 Opn 
20 Sld 
25 Sld 
40 Sld 
23 Opn 
25 Opn 
42 Opn 
46 Opn 
74 Opn 
82 Opn 

112 Sld 
117 Opn 
118 Opn 
121 Sld 
138 Opn 
191 Opn 
646 Opn 
36 Qpn 
39 Opn 
60 Opn 
80 Opn 
90 Sld 

245 Opn 
45 Opn 
49 Opn 
59 Opn 
69 Opn 
85 Opn 

119 Opn 
129 Sld 
135 Sld 
140 Sld 
159 Opn 
165 Opn 
169 Opn 
179 Sld 
199 Opn 
199 Opn 
90 Opn 

125 Opn 
175 Opn 
230 Opn 
320 Opn 
410 Opn 
510 Opn 
615 Opn 
75 Opn 
99 Opn 

399 Oon 

y 135,9,41 
N 135,8,28 

y 144,9,36 

E,O BS 
E,O MB/BS 

BS in/ 
E,O MB in/ 

BS in/ 
BS in/ 

E,O 

E,O BS 
E,O BS 
E,O BS 

16 
45 32 
18 16 

16 
54 32 

16 
16 

230 
65 40 
230 
230 
130 
70 200 
90 50 
90 50 
160 150 
225 600 
240 600 
250 75 
250 75 
250 120 
250 75 
250 120 
380 400 
270 120 
140 30 
140 30 
200 600 
200 600 
200 600 
240 32 
120 40 
120 250 
120 250 
250 250 
200 40 
200 600 
250 250 
350 600 
250 600 
245 250 
120 
250 600 
280 250 
120 600 
275 250 

40 
40 
40 
40 
40 
40 
40 
40 

400 200 
400 200 
600 8 

I Software uooradable 
I Balanced output 
I Digital volume, separate PSU 

Size Special 

18,5,13 
42,15,34 DAC7 output 

36,11,30 
44,12,30 
44,14,38 96kHz record, Legato Link 
8,3,11 Recorder, title_generator 
43,9,35 Sample rate cpnverter 
43,11,55 SBM 
43,12,35 

Special 

Bass resonator ducts 
Banded, 3.5/6.3mm 
Vertical ear fit, ultra light 
Bass resonator ducts 
Banded, bass resonator ducts 
Carrying case included 
Bass resonator ducts 
Dual plug 
Banded, bass resonator ducts 
3m lead, dual plug 
In-line controls, dual pluqs 
Dual plua, 2m ext cable 
Mini 

Cordless infra·red 

Electrostatic 

Model 

JVC HA·M3 
JVC HA-F15 
JVC HA·X55 

I.I\IC HA_:Q_41Q_ 
JVC HA·X77 
JVC HM35 
.NC HA·X99 

I� 
.NC HA·D610 
JVC HA·D690 
.NC HA-0710 
JV� HA·U�lU 
JVC HA·Dl 000 

I� 
I Kenwood KH· 757 
I Kenwood KH·l 000 
I Kenwood KH-959 
I Kenwood KH·2020 
I!� 
I Koss HP/1 
I Koss HP/3 
I Koss HP/5 
I Koss HP/6 
I Koss HP/7 
I Koss TD60 
I Koss T065 
I Koss MAC5 
I Koss T075 
I� 
I Koss Pona Pro 1 
I Koss MAC7 
I Koss Porta Pro 2000 
I Koss Pro 480 

I Koss JCK200 
I Koss JCK300 
I� 
I Maxell HPl QQ_ 
I Maxell HP200 
I Maxell HP-400 
I Maxell HP-350 
I Maxell HP-500 
I Maxell HP1 000 

I Maxell HP-3000 
I Nakamichi SP7 

Pioneer SE·32 
Pioneer SE·52 
Pioneer Sf.15V 

I Pioneer SE-7000 
I Ross RE·233 
I Ross RIH·150 
I� 
1Boss_BU34_ 
I Ross RE·229 
I Ross RE·2030 
I Ross RMH·300 
I� 
I Ross RE·246 
I Ross RE·223 
I Ross RMH·500CO 
1 Ross RIH·360C 
I Ross RE·2060CO 
I Ross RMH-31 OTV 
I Ross RIH·550 
I Ross RIH·460C 
I Ross RDH·200C 

I Ross RDH·300CO 
I Ross ROH-400CD 
I Sennheiser HD16 
I Sennheiser H036 
I� 

I Sennheiser H0320 
I Sennheiser H0330 
I Sennheiser H0340 

Key to 
Price · i to nearest 

��u�� ·
Opn. open back, vented or 

veFocity type; gives less environmen· 
tal isolation, but is usually more nat· 
ural feeling in extended use. Sld. 
sealed· the headphones form an air 
seal around the ears, helping reduce 
sound leakage.IR ·Infra red cordless. 
Ear· in·ear model. 

Weight· without cable. 

I� 
6 I Sld 
9 Opn 

16 I Opn 
I Sld 

40 I Sld 
55 I Sld 
65 I Sld 

20 I Opn 
25 I Ear 

�ISid 

_ii_QQrl_ 
7 I Ear 

29 I Sld 
45 I Sld 
45 Opn 

..2i I Sld 

65 I Sld 
95 

115 Cld 

350 I Sld 

8 I tar 
9 I Eiar 

13 I Opn 
15 Opn 

70 I Opn 
..!£. Opn 

23 ()pn 
25 Opn 
30 Opn 

5 Opn 
6 Ear 

6 I Opn 
I Opn 

7 I Sld 

9 I Ear 
9 Opn 

Opn 
I Ear 

_1_7_1� 
22 I Sld 
8 Opn 

_6Q_ l_{lQI1_ 
70 I Opn 

11 I 
133 132 
16 116 

16 132 
150 132 

1220 32 
1210 32 
1220 32 
1340 32 

130 IR 
132 

1210 132 

15 127 

lt5o I�? 
1150 1100 
1100 ! 6( 
1330 115( 

lt6Q_ L6Q_ 
1250 1100 

1240 1100 
1350 

li LR 
15 132 
145 132 
195 132 

1150 (45 
60 13C 

94 140 
104 140 
65 130 

25 18 
5 16 

-� I� 
5 18 
51 18 

1155 18 

16 16 
15 16 
151 18 

��- iB_ 
1186 8 

I m 1 §Q_ 
l:@l j 100 
1120 : 100 

I special 

1.2m dual plua lead 
1 Mini .2m. 3.5/6.3mm olua 
[1rn_ dual plug lead 
l1iT1, 3.5/6.3mm plug 
[1rn_ dual piu a lead 
I Mini .2m, 3.5/6.3mm plua 
1 2m du I oluo lead 
� 6.3/3.5mjacks 
� 6.3/3.5mjacks 
I 3m, 6.3/3.5miacks 
I 3m, 6.3/35miacks 
I 3m, 6.3/3.5miacks 
I 5m, 6.3/3.5miacks 

Wr:nrJ1 plug 
l�lead 
I 3.5mm plua 
I 2.5m OFC lead 
�OFC iead 

�infra·red 
I Cordless infra red 
I Electrostatic 
�pads, 1 m lead 
�pads, 1 m lead 
[_l/litll POUCh 6/3/3.5mm fit 
I Winder case, fold plua, 
I 2. 7m lead, 6.3/3.5mm lit 
I 2. ?m leac, dioital readv 
�control digital ready 
1_1/QilJm� control diaital ready 

2m ·G cable 
� :cable 
�50cC cable 
2.5 01 :cable 
5m 01 ; cable 

_1111_ cable, bass boost duct 
_1111_ cable, dual bass horn 
_1111_ cable, dual bass horn 
:l_m c§ble, dual bass horn 
Micro 
Inner ear headphone 

�stereo 
�stereo 

Folding 
Personal stereo 
Liahtweia 

�inner ear 
�stereo phones 
Stereo/mono 
Lightweight 

I Vertical inner ear 
Inner ear headohone 

I For video and TV 

�ear, with volume control 
�inner ear, volume pot 
I Closed back 
l_gQ_ headphone 
I CD headphone 
I Digital headohone 
� 1.2m lead, dual plug 
� 1.2m lead, dual plug 
� 1.2m lead, dual plug 
llrn_lead, 3.5/6.3mm 
llrn_lead, 3.5/6 3mm 
llrn_lead, 3 5/6 3mm 
�lead (rnc vol control) 
I �Ill lead, 3 5/6 3mm 
I 3m lead, 3 5/6 3mm 
I Single sided cable 

11 11�Au� d�iol� ab�8�0�00�A--� __ �4� 50�1 n�t __ 

N�� 6� 0�� M�M� ,M� C�,1�T�,3�T--�Y--� N--� 45� ,8�,3� 6�P�re�o�uV� m� ai� n�in 
______ I 



BRITAIN'S 
LARGEST 

INDEPENDENT 
HI·FI/VIDEO 
BULK BUYER 

0 Our Massive Buying Power gives 
you the Best Possible Veal. Brand 
New Factory Sealed units, Unless 
Clearly Stated - All Fully 
Guaranteed. 

0 A// prices include V. A. T. 

0 We have Friendly Expert 
Advisers on hand at our 
10,000sq. ft. Superstore at 
Barking. They can offer Advice and 
Full Demonstrations. 

0 We offer the Fastest Mail Order 
Department in the Business. Fully 
insured, specially packed 24 Hour 
securicor delivery 

0 14 day exchange on all goods 

0 We Care. We have Fully Trained 
Service Personnel. 

0 We want your custom ... 
If you have been satisfied with the 
Service at Hyper-Fi tell others. If 
you're not happy for any reason 
don't hesitate to tell us. 
JUST WRITE TO: HYPER-FI P.R. OEPT. 

(RICHSIOE), FREEPOST, RM90, CHIGWELL. IG7 66R. 

;y,;_;:j;!ti(;, oo:Yffi ,g'; //-<-, ,.Z,;;:':i{»ff�r%0 "' w W-1," � ---- - -:- -- - --- - I 

'REVIEW WHAT HI Fl **** 
' AM/FM 3 BAND TUNER 
' SUPERB BUILD QUALITY 
' 30 PRESETS AUTOTUNING 
'QUARTZ DIGITAL 

' REVIEW WHAT HI-FI ***** 
'3 DRIVE UNITS 2 WAY REFLEX 
' 1 00 WA TIS REPAC UNITS. 
' SENSITIVITY 90DB 
' DELUXE BLACK FINISH 



PIONEER 
" .. ..,:; "''--" �...,..,;.;.:..;.�,;.' .... �. ""'��.-;,u, u 

' ' 
' HIGHLY REVIEWED RANGE 
'2 x 25 WATTS OUTPUT 
'5 INPUTS 2 TAPE DUBBING 
' BASS TREBLE TONE CONTROLS 
' LOUDNESS SWITCH 
' HEADPHONE SOCKET BLACK 420mm 

.. ·----- '' ·- --· 
• ""' .... - ----- /#' 

���A'#i"411! •. 
'2 x 65 WATTS DIN B OHMS 
" 2 X 240 WATTS MUSIC POWER 
' REMOTE CONTROL £20 • HEAVY DUTY BINDING POSTS 
'DIGITAL INPUTS/OUTPUTS 

"' 

"'< FA930 

----- ---·. 

" SUPERB QUALITY AMPUFIER AXA342X • 2 X 140 WATTS DYNAMIC POWER 
' DYNIAMIC SUPER A CIRCUIT 
" SIX INPUTS 2 TAPE/DUBBING 
" TWIN SPEAKERS. HEADPHONE SOCKET 

AMPLIFIERS 

SONY -

� •• -liJ{f 
.. .--

' 
. � . 

... . . ...-
'WHAT HI Fl AWARD WINNER 
' SOUND QUALITY ***** PM44SE 
'2 x 50 WATTS RMS 
'TWIN TAPE INPUTS 
' SPECIAL EDITION OPTIMUM PERFORMANCE 

-·-··" . �--�. --�·« � 
.:_{' ��z...:�.?'-. .. 

;· •' ' '' ,, '_;;: ' 

� :_ �- .. ::�- � : r·\ 
---� ---- --� 

........ ..- ,, 
' 100 WATTS RMS 8 OHMS ' GIBRALTER CHASSIS 
' 7 INPUTS, TWIN DRIVE POWER SUPPLY 
' SOURCE DIRECT /RECORD OUT SELECT 
' MM/MC PREOUT AB SPEAKERS • HIGHLY REVIEWED AMP 

·----------�--��--- � 

'-- "' � »> "'' 



TUNERS 

AIWA 

- -� �-------- ---� 

·- . 

- - -

• QUARTZ DIGITAL TUNER XT950 
• 3 BAND 24 PRESETS 
• BUILT IN TIMER 
• FM SENSITIVITY 0. 9MV 
• BLACK SUMLINE 

• QUARTZ Pll AM/FM TUNER 
• 40 RANDOM PRE-SETS 
• ROTARY TUNING 
• 12 SEGMENT METER 
• R.S. COMPATABLE 

------ ----- �-

- ;::;- "' 

' WHAT HI-FI AWARD WINNER 
' DOLBY B. C. HX PRO 
• FULL LOGIC CONTROL 
' AMORPHOUS AllOY HEADS 
' FINE BIAS ADJUST 

' DOLBY B. C. HX PRO CTS 320 
' CENTRE MOUNT DESIGN. 
' 4 DIGIT ELEORONIC COUNTER 
• H/PHIONE SOCKET 
' TIMER REC/PLAX 
'MUSIC SKIP/SEARCH 

• HIGHLY REVIEWED RANGE 
• 3 HEAD 2 MOTOR SYSTEM 
' DOLBY B & C HX PRO. 
' CASSETTE STABILIZER 
• MULTI AMS FUll lOGIC 
• BIAS & RECORD CALIBRATION 

TCK411 

CASSETTE DECKS 

AIWA 

• AWARD WINNING CASSETTE DECK ADFIIO 
• 3 HEAD DOLBY B & C HXPRO 
• DUAL CAPSTAN SYSTEM 
• REC BIAS CALIBRAnON 
• MPX FILTER MUSIC SENSOR 
• DISPLAY OFF TWIN MOTOR 

�"""''='-'"" '"" 

L,- 1 ___ =::. _ __ 
I ._ I 

- � ;;;� 
-

• DOLBY S TWIN CASSETTE 
• DOLBY B.C.S. HX PRO 
• TWIN ELEORONIC COUNTERS 
• DISPLAY MODEL AMS SYSTEM 
• AUTO REVERSE RECORD 
• AUTO CAUBRATION 

-

""""'�"'"""""' ----. 
V- .... - - :. " 0 

• TWIN AUTO/REV CASSETTE DECKS CTW820R 
• RECORD/PLAY BACK IN BOTH DIREOIONS 
' DOLBY B. C. HX PRO 
• MUSIC SEARCH BLANK SKIP 
' TWIN ELEORONIC COUNTERS 
' MIC INPUTS. H. PHONE SOCKET 
' REMOTE CONTROL 

��--;.;M.<-._..,..... ___ ._. __ --

�-::- - �,�·�: � � 
"'- -$� -- ,_;/,•'.�u��//1::1/ • '!'>" �- - ; 

' 3 HEAD DOLBY S CASSETTE TCK611 5 
' POWER OPEN/CLOSE 
• DISPLAY MODEL3 MOTOR SYSTEM 
' CERAMIC CASSETTE HOLDER 
'WHAT HI·FI AWARD WINNER 

. 
·-

CASSETTE DECKS 

7J'-;' H H-�W �--

< �// � 

- -

. -- � 
- ·--·- --- . - - "'�-
- - -- ,__.,. - -- � --- . .  - -

· --- . 

• DIGITAL INPUT CASSETTE DECK 
• DOLBY S NOISE REDUOION 
• 3 MOTOR DRIVE SYSTEM. 
• MOTORISED CASSETTE DOOR 
• DIGITAL RECORD FROM C.D. 

' TOP OF RANGE COMPAO DISC 
'WHAT HI Fl*****· 
' "UPFRONT CRISP ANALYTICAL 
' DIGITAL OPTICAL OUT 
' REMOTE £20. HP. SOCKET 
' SUPERB BUILD QUALITY 

;;;�,�::-:�" !C;�.;-: 
....__,.. ___ _ 

'GREAT FEATURE REVIEW WHAT HI-FI 
' 45 BIT 8 DAC D/ A CONVERSION. 
' DIGITAL SERVO SYSTEM 
' REMOTE £1 0/REM VOL 
'TIME/MANUAL FADE 



IMPORTANT NOTICE AUTHORISED DEALERS 
Not all advertisers in this magazine are authorised dealers for the products they stock. If you check with major 
manufacturers they will advise you to buy from authorised dealers to ensure full company guarantee back up. 

Hyper·FI only sells brand new factory sealed stock direct from the manufacturers and Is 
an authorised dealer for all Its brands 

COMPACT DISC 

• HIGHLY REVIEWED WHAT HI·FI 
• HIGHLY REVIEWED HI-FI CHOICE 
• COAXIAL DIGITAL OUTPUT 
• REMOTE £20 H/PHONE SOCKET 
• SUPERB BUILD QUAUTY 

. ::: -----'\\0 
., " :i?.'m�-- ,._.._..;-:;,;, �,,...: 

§;..& :fff, 

• BITSTREAM QUALITY MULTIPlA YER. CDC935 
• DIGITAL ANALOGUE OUTPUT 
• FTS FAVORITE TRACK SELECTION 
• FUll REMOTE CONTROL 
• CARROUSEL ALLOWS 3 DISC CHANGE WHILE 

PlAYING FIFTH 
• FUll WIDTH 435MM 

• WHAT HI·FI AWARD WINNER 
• RECOMMENDED HI-FI CHOICE 
• COAXIAL DIGITAL OUTPUT. 
• SPECIAL EDITION OPTIMUM PERFORMANCE 
• REMOTE £30 H/P SOCKET 

��E. 199-95 

• HIGHLY REVIEWED STABLE PlATTER . 
• ANTI RESONANCE DESIGN PDS 701 

. • 1 BIT DIRECT LINEAR CONVERSION. 
• SEMII CENTRE TRAY OPTIC LE DIGITAl OUT 

. • DISPlAY OFF CONT. CD DECK SYNCRO 

COMPACT DISC 

• 'RECOMMENDED' HI·FI CHOICE 
• **** SOUND QUALITY WHAT HI·FI 
• SUPERB TOP OF THE RANGE BUILD QUALITY. 
'STABLE PlATTER MECHANISM 
• CENTRE TRAY FULL REMOTE 

MINIM 
• IMPROVED MODEL UP FROM MINI MONITOR 
• RECOMMENDED HI·FI CHOICE 
"70 WATTSPOWER RATING 

I 
• FERRO FLUID DOME TWEETER 
• HARD WIRED X/OVERS 
• lARGE DIAMETER TERMINALS 

-"WALNUTFINISH 

·�· 

MSS. 
• FUllY SHEILDED MAGNETS 

FOR All A/V APUCATIONS 
• HIGHLY REVIEWED HI·FI SPEAKER 
• NEW IMPROVED TWEETER 
• POSITEC PROTECTION SYSTEM 
• SHELF OR FLOOR STAND USE 
• 1 00 WATTS HANDLING 
• DELUX BlACK FINISH 
• IDEAL CENTRE SPEAKER 

• HIGHLY REVIEWED WHAT HI·FI 

• WHAT HI·FI AWARD WINNER 

' HI·FI CHOICE BEST BUY 

• 70 WATTS HANDLING 

• FREQ RANGE 70HZ · 20KHZ 

• WALNUT FINISH 

320 x 230 x 210mm 

SPEAKERS 

JAMO 
CENTIR 100 

• HIGHLY REVIEWED CENTRE SPEAKER 

• MAGNETICALLY SHIELDED 

• TWIN 4' BASS UNITS 

• I ' DOME TWEETER 

• SUMLINE BlACKFINISH 

MORDAUNT SHORT 
M5.10 

• RECOMMENDED HI-FI CHOICE 
• *****REVIEW WHAT HI·FII 
"100WATTS REPAC UNITS 
• ALUMINIUM DOME TWEETER 
• DELUXE BlACK FINISH 

SONY &/\2 
DOLaY 5.5. KIT ....-.. 
"!FUll DOLBY PROLOGIC ___. 

SPEAKER PACK 
• 2 FRONT 2 REAR 1 CENTRE 
• MAGNETICALLY SHEILDED 

FRONT & CENTRE 
• 3 WAY FRONTS REFLEX REARS 
• 70 WATTS HANDLING 
• lARGE DIAMETER TERMINALS 
• WALNUT FINISH 

MORDAUNT SHORT 
M530 

• HIGHLY REVIEWED NEW RANGE 
• TWO WAY INFINITE BAFFLE 
• 100 WATTS REPAC UNITS 
• ALUMINIUM DOME TWEETER 
• MCS WOOFER Bl. WIRE 
• 25 x 43 x 28cm BlACK FINISH 

• HIGHLY REVIEWED HI·FI CHOICE 
• HIGHLY REVIEWED WHAT HI·FI 
• 1 00 WATTS HANDLING 

. '· • 3 WAY BASS REFLEX 
• SUPERB BlACK FINISH 



AIWA 
XA003 £99.95 
XA950 £169.95 

DE NON 
PMA250111ED £129.95 
PMA250111 £159.95 
PMA450 £1 99.95 
PMA35011 £219.95 
PMM80R £219.95 
PMM50SE £269.95 
PMA880R £299.95 
AVC3020 £469.95 
HARMAN KARDON 
HK610 £189.95 
HK620 £269.95 
HK1 200 £269.95 
HK1400 £399.95 
KEN WOOD 

KA1030 £119.95 
KA3020SEED£169.95 
KA3050R £169.95 
KA3020SE £199.95 
KA4040R £199.95 
KA5040R £199.95 
KA5050R P.O.A 
KAV3700ED £249.95 
KAV3700 P.O.A 
KAV8500 £469.95 
KAV7700ED £469.95 
KAV7700 P.O.A. 

MARANTZ 
PM32 £139.95 
PM52 £149.95 
SP50 £149.95 
PM44SE £149.95 
PM80 £299.95 
PM52SE £299.95 
PM54SE UK £299.95 
PM700 £399.95 

NAD 
310 £129.95 
302 £179.95 
304 £239.95 
306 £349.95 
NAKAMICHI 

IA4 P.O.A 
IA3 £169.95 
IA2 P.O.A. 

PHI UPS 
FA920 £119.95 
FA930 £149.95 

PIONEER 
A201 £69.95 
Al02 £99.95 
A203 £149.95 
A351R £149.95 
A300XED £149.95 
A400 P.O.A. 
A300X £229.95 
A676G £249.95 
A400X P.O.A. 
A676Sl £279.95 
A602 £349.95 

ROTEL 
RA935 £119.95 
RA930AX £149.95 
RA930BX £199.95 

SONY 
TAF21 I ED £79.95 
TAF242 £119.95 
TAF319R £119.95 
TAF442 £149.95 
TAF244E P.O.A. 
TAF542 £169.95 
TAF540E £199.95 
TAF670ES £299.95 
TAAV570B P.O.A. 

TECHNICS 
SUVZ220ED £89.95 
SUZ220 £129.95 
SUA600K P.O.A. 
SUV300 £149.95 
SUA700K P.O.A. 
SUV500 £179.95 
SUA800K £269.95 
SUA900K £329.95 

YAMAHA 
AXV401 £149.95 
AX380 £199.95 
AX470 £239.9 5 
AX570 £289.95 
AUDIO VISUAL 

AVCI530ED £399.95 
AVC3020 £469.95 
AVC1530 £479.95 
AVC2800 £799.95 
AVRIOOO £799.95 

JPW 
FULL RANGE P.O.A 
KENWOOD 

KAV3700ED £249.95 
553300 £229.95 
KRV6060ED £309.95 
KRV7050ED £349.95 
KAV8500 £469.95 
KAV7700ED £469.95 

JAMO 
CENIOO P O.A 

MARANTZ 
SP50 £149.95 
PM700 £349.95 
MORDAUNT SHORT 

FULL RANGE P.O.A. 
DECOOER I SYS £189.95 

NAD 
910 £299.95 
AV716 £599.95 

PIONEER 
VSP200 £249.95 
VSA303 £299.95 
VSX452 £329.95 
CLD1850 £349.95 
VS701 S P.O.A. 
CLD2850 £449,95 
VSAD802S £599.95 
CLD950 P.O.A 
CLD1 950 P.O.A 
CLD2950 P.O.A 
CLDI60K P.O.A 

ROTEL 
RB956AX £324.95 
RSP960AX £399.95 

SONY 
STRD51 1 £179.95 
STRD515 P.O.A 
STRD615 P.O.A 
STRD611 £249.95 
TAAV570B P.O.A. 

TANNOY 
FULL RANGE P.O.A. 

TECHNICS 
SAGX370 P.O.A 
SAGX350 £229.95 
SAGX670LK P.O.A 
SAGX550LK £349.95 

YAMAHA 
NSC80 £99.95 
NSE80 £119.95 
NSC110 £149.95 
YSTSW60 £199.95 
YSTSW1 20 £299.95 
DSPE200 £369.95 
RXV470 £399.95 
YSTSW200 £399.9 5 
DSPE580 £449.95 
DSPA780 £629.95 
DSPE1000 £669.95 
DSPA970 £799.95 
DSPA2070 £1099.95 

RECEIVERS 
DE NON 

DRA435 £149.95 
DRA345R £24 9. 9 5 
DRA545R £319.95 

JVC 
RX506VBK £149.95 
KENWOOD 

KRA5040 £129.95 
KRV6060ED £309.95 
KRV7050ED £349.95 
KRV6060 £349.95 
KRV7050 £399.9 5 

MARANTZ 
SR53 £149.95. 

NAD 
701/705 £259.95. 

PIONEER 
SXI02 £129.95 
SX202R £159.95 
SX302R £199.95 

SONY 
�rn8m'm m� �3 
STRD315 P.O.A 
STRD511 £179.95 
STRD515 P.O.A 
STRD615 P.O.A 
STRD611 £249.95 

TECHNICS 
SAGXI70 P.O.A 
SAGX130 £159.95 
SAGX230 £199.95 
SAGX370 P.O.A 
SAGX350 £24 9. 9 5 
SAGX670 P.O.A 
SAGLX550 £349.95 

YAMAHA 
RXV470 £399.95 

CASSEnE DECKS 

PIONEER 
CTS320 £119.95 
CTW620R £149.95 
CTS330 £169.95 
CTW503R £179.95 
CTS510 £199.95 
CTS4305 £199.95 
CTS810 £199.95 
CTS610 £229.95 
CTW820R £229.95 
CTS900S £249.95 
CTS630S £299.95 
CTS95 P.O.A 

SONY 
TCK31 I £119.95 
TCK370 £1 19.95 
TCK41 I £129.95 
TCK470 £149.95 
TCWR535B £149.95 
TCC5 £189.95 
TCWR635SED£1 89.95 
TCK51 15 £229.95 
TCK6 1 I SED £239.99 
TCWR635S £199.95 
TCK611 5 £249.99 

TECHNICS 
RSBX404 £99.95 
RSBX501 P.O.A 
RSBX701 P.O.A 
RSBX646K P.O.A 
RSTR373 £179.95 
RSTR474 £199.95 
RSBX7 47KED £249.95 

YAMAHA 
KX260 £99.95 
KX360 £129.95 
KX380 £169.95 
KX480 £199.95 
KX650 £199.95 
KX580 £249.95 

TURNTABLES 
DUAL 

CS435ED £89.95 
CS503/2ED £129.95 
CS505/4ED £149.95 

NAD 
533 £199.95 
. SONY 

PSLX1 50S £99.95 
PSLX431S £149.95 

TECHNICS 
SlDB22K P.O.A. 
Sl 1 200 P.O.A. 
Sl1210 P.O.A. 

W1Qf.!3�;fW 
CANON 

FULL RANGE P.O.A 
B&W 

JPW 
MINIM Wl £49.95 
MINIM Bl P.O.A 
SUBWOOFER P.O.A. 
SONATA Wl £69.95 
SONATA Sl £99.95 
PI P.O.A 
AP2 P.O.A. 
AP3 P.O.A. 

MISSION 
760i P.O.A 
761RP £119.95 
760iSE £129.95 
731 £129.95 
761i £139.95 
732 £199.95 
780SE £239.95 
733 £299.95 
734 £429.95 
735 £599.95 
MORDAUNT SHORT 

MS5.1 O.SBL £69.95 
MS10 RP £79.95 
MS05 £109.95 
MSIO £139.95 
MS20 P.O.A 
MS30RP £149.95 
MS30 £269.95 
MS5.50Bl £399.95 
M$.40 P.O.A 
MS50 P.O.A 

801 
802 
804 

NAD 
£99.95 

£229.95 
£329.95 

SONY 
SSKIT £99.95 
SS86E P.O.A. 
SSS70ES £299.95 

TANNOY 
603.2 £69.95 
605.2 £99.95 
607.2 £1 19.95 
609.2 £149.95 
611.2 £299.95 
613.2 £399.95 
615.2 £429.95 
NEW RANGE P.O.A 
WHARFEDALE 

Diamond 5 £59.95 
CRS3 £59.95 
CRS5 £129.95 
CRS7 £199.95 
CRS9 £299.95 

EQUALISERS 
KENWOOD 

GE 4030 £149.95 
GE 7030ED £199.95 
GE7030 £229.95 

SONY 
SE0411 £99.95 

TECHNICS 
SHGE70EK P.O.A 
SHGE90K P.O.A 
MICRO SYSTEMS AKAI DM6001MP P.O.A 

g�� ll m��� DM6101MP P O A  
LCX7 

AIWt1
9 95 

DE NON 
D65 P.O.A. 
D70 £449.95 
DIOO £499.95 
D90 P.O.A. 
Dl 10 P.O.A. 
D250 P.O.A. 
DF10 P.O.A. 

GRUNDIG 
SYSI £499.95 
SYS3 £599.95 

JVC 
ADAS20 £329.95 
ADA 54 £349.95 
ADA530 £379.95 
ADAC33 £399.95 
ADA550 £419.95 
ADAS50R £449.95 
ADAC55 £529.95 
ADAS60R £529.95 
ADA G7 £699.95 
ADA G9 £899.95 
KENWOOD 

UD301 £299.95 
UD302 £349.95 
UD351 M £389.95 
UD552 £439.95 
UD551M £539.95 
UD751M £649.95 
UD951M £749.95 
UD952 £799.95 
PANASONIC 

SCCH40 £319.95 
SCCH80 £369.95 

PIONEER 
N33 £199.95 
N50W £299.95 
N70W £349.95 
N70WM £399.95 
NIOOW £429.95 
NIOOWM £499.95 
N93T £699.95 
IMP3 £749.95 
N93M £799.95 
IMP7 £899.95 

SONY 
MHC450 £269.95 
MHC550 £299.95 
MHC650 £339.95 
MHC33 £399.9 5 
MHCCSO £449,95 
MHC2900 £449.95 
MHCC70 £539.95 
MHC4900 £699.95 
MHC5900 £879.95 
MHC7900 £1299.95 

TECHNICS 
SCCH510 £429.95 
SCCH505 £529.95 
SCCH515 £579.95 
SCCAI060 £599.95 
SCCAI080 £729.95 
SCCH950 £799.95 
SCCH909D £849.95 

DM620IMP P.O.A. LCX50 £219,95 AIWA CELESTION LCX9 £269.95 AIWA ADF410 £79.95 CEll P.O.A LCX60 £269.95 Z650 £339.95 

MIDI SYSTEMS 

ADF450 P.O.A. CEL 3  P.O.A LCX65 £269.95 Z1700 £449.95 
��b

27ED�11m 2��f1M £���� t&J.8M m��� ZD3100M £499.95 
ADWX828ED£159.95 CEL 7  £169.95 J.V.C. �gw�M m��� ADF850 P.O.A DITTON 2 £169.95 UXT1 £269.95 KENWOOD 

AIWA m� ��.�� CEL 9Bl £169.95 UXA4 £299.95 M28 £449.95 
XT003 £69.95 DE NON CEL 9 OAK £199.95 UXC7 £309.95 M58 £699.95 

TUNERS 

XT950 £99.95 CEl lS £299.95 UXA55R £319.95 M97 £949.95 
DE NON g��g £m�� CERWIN VEGA M�

NW��i>S MARANTZ 
TU260LED £89.95 DRS610 £189.95 VSBED £219.95 SONY 

. 1010 £699.95 

�l�N Jk�� g�k gift1 �\�� ��.�� PMC301 £269.95 
::;PIONE�� :� 

TU930 £179.95 GRUNDIG DC12ED £569.95 J20 £399.95 
TU9400 £299.95 CCF3 £199.95 VS15ED £599.95 AIWA J300 £449.95 
KENWOOD HARMAN KARDON DC15ED £749.95 J400M £549.95 

KT1060l £99.95 TDA20 £279.95 VS1515ED £1099.95 NSX270 £199.95 J500 £649.95 
KT2060l £129.95 KENWOOD JAMO NSX340 £249.95 J500M £699.95 
KT3�RAI�Ni 95 KX3060 £149.95 FULL RANGE P O A  ���� m��� J40 soNf/99 95 

ST53 £149.95 KXWA060 £!59·95 J
.
B

.
l

.£99 95 NSX430 £299.95 C190 £299.95 
NAD KXW6060 £179·95 ��2EN £99

.
95 NSX520 £299.95 C209 £299.95 

COMPACT DISCS 
AIWA 

XC300' P.O.A 
XC750' £99.95 
XC950 £139.95 

DE NON 
DCD695 £1 39.95 
DCD615 £179.95 
DCD1290' £199.95 
DCD715 £209.95 
DCD825 £219.95 
DCM340' £299.95 
DCD1015 £349.95 
HARMAN KARDON 
HD7225 £229.95 
HD7325 £299.95 
KENWOOD 

DP2060 P.O.A 
DP2050 £1 29.95 
DP3060 P.O.A 
DP3050 £149.95 
DP7050 £159.95 
DPR4060 £1 79.95 
DP5060 P.O.A 
DP5050 £199.95 
DPM6060 £229.95 
DP7060 P.O.A 

MARANTZ 
CD5211 £169.95 
CD53 £199.95 
CD5211SE £229.95 
CD63 £249.95 
CD72 £269.95 
CD63SE £349.95 
CDIO £899.95 

501 
502 
513 

NAD 
£179.95 
£229.95 
£269.95 

NAKAMICHI 
CD4 £239.95 
MS4 P.O.A 
MS3 P.O.A. 
MB2 P.O.A. 

PHILIPS 
CDI62 £69.95 
CD710ED 89.95 
CDI64 £99.95 
CD732 £119.95 
CD740 £119.95 
CD920 £1 29.95 
CDC745 £169.95 
CDC935 £169.95 

PIONEER 
PDS502 £119.95 
PDSI03 £139.95 
POS203 £159.95 
PDS503 P.O.A 
POM602 £169.95 
POS702 £199.95 
POS801 £199.95 
POS701 £199.95 
POS703 £249.95 
PDS802 £299.95 
PDS901 £299.95 
CLD1 850 £349.95 
CLD2850 £449.95 
CLD950 P.O.A 
CLD1 950 P.O.A 
CLD1 60 P.O.A 
POM603 P.O.A 
PDM703 P.O.A 

ROT EL 
RCD930 £199.95 

SONY 
CDPM33 £99.95 
CDP312 P.O.A 
CDPM43 £129.95 
CDP311 £129.95 
CDP41 I £129.95 
CDP597 £139.95 
CDP711ED £169.95 
CDP791 £199.95 
CDP911 £199.95 
CDP715ED £199.95 
CDP715 £249.95 
CDPX303ES £299.95 
CDP915 £299.95 

TECHNICS 
SLPJ38 £99.95 
SLPG440ED £119.95 
SLP360A £139.95 
SLPG440 £149.95 
SLPGS60' £179.95 
SLPD667 £179.95 
SLPD867 £199.95 
SLPS740AK' £219.95 
SLPS840AK' £399.95 
SLP2000 P.O .A 

YAMAHA 
CDX570 £129.95 
CDX470 £159.95 
CDC635 £169.95 
CDX870 £169.95 
CDX480 £199.95 
CDX670 £229.95 
CDX580 £249.95 
CDC645 £279.9 5 
CDX880 £339.95 

MON ·SAT 9·6 p111 FIIDAY 7 p111 

OPEN :k� THURSDAYS 
402ED £149.99 �� m�.�� MR25 £129 95 NSX360G £339.95 C195 £3��5 

.--------------------, 
VSG20

AKA�219.95 
402 

PHILI��69 
95 

�;�� g� �� �:26 
£149.95 NSX540 £349.95 �m §39 9� I I 

VSG60 £349.95 FT910 £79.95 MARANTZ MR28 m��� ���g�g� g��� C290 £349.95 : : 
�����No��: ��li

ONE
��::� �g�5 �1��� W

38 mm ���g� ��.�� ��� ruH� l l 
SV15 P O:A F401l £119.95 L20 £799.95 NSXD939 £649.95 C559 £449.95 1

1 
1
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ALL PRICES SPECIAL TO HI Fl CHOICE READERS USE COUPONS TO QUALIFY l l 
VA T FREE PERSONAL EXPORT WELCOME PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANG1: E. & 0 E. AU SYSTEMS EXCLUDt SPEAKERS I I 

----- _JA�A�B.!;HE,O!:i £l,O �P�RL,E� ��P�Y.!,Ull,Y��,t:lT�Dj!;I�E.!2,S!£lC_!Sl,. ______ L.:.;;-..;;-;,;--;;,-�-.:,-.;;-..;;-;,;-:.,-�:.J-
MAIL ORDER CUT OFF COUPON 

Pleaee add £6 per item for ineured 5ecuricor deliverie&. 

P leaae aupply (make/model) ............................................................. . 

I encloae Cheque/P.O . .....•.................................•... Payable "Hyper-fi" 
EXPIRY DATE 

Maertercard or I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 
Name ............................................. Signature ...................................... . 

Addreaa ................................................................................................. . 

............................................................................. Postcode .................. . 

Daytime/Works iel: (5iD CODE) ........ No ...................... .. 



122 HI-FI CHOICE BUYER'S GUIDE 

Model 
... . 

Sennheiser Ho25 SP 
Sennheiser HD535 
Sennheiser HD545 Refer 

Sennheiser Set 90/UK 

Sennheiser HD565 Ovati 
Sennheiser HD265Uiiea 
Sennheiser HD25 
Sennheiser IS450 
Sennheiser Set 180/IJK 
Sennheiser 15550 
Sennheiser HO 580 Preci 

Sennheiser Charlestoo 
Sennheiser HE80/HEV70 
Sennheiser Orpheus 
SonyMOR-E505 

Sony MDR-E515EX 
Sonv MDR-007 MkT 
Sony MDR-009 

!SOiiy MDR-W07L 
SooyMOR·A009 
Sony MDR-E515V 
Sony MOR-V50 

Son¥ MDR-E525 
Sorl)'MDR-24 
Solly MDR-25 
I SOOY-MDR-W12L 

Sonv MDR-0081V 
Sony:MDR-E535 

I SOilYMDR-44 
I SOiri-MDR-0091V 
Sonv MDR-35 
Sonv MDR-CD30 
Sony MDR-E747MP 
SonyMDR-CD50 
SoeyMDR-5747 

SoeyMOR-P11V 
Sony MDR-A22L 
Sony MOR-CD250EX 
Sonv MDR-CD450 

Sony MDR-IF21 0 
Sony MDR-CD550 
Sony MDR-033 
Sony MDR·IF21 OK 
SonyMDR-055 
Sony MDR-CD750 

Sony MDR-077 
Sony MOR-61 Ok 
Sony MDR-CD1 000 

Stax SR34 
Stax SR Gamma 

Stax SA84 
Stax SA Lambda 
Stax Gamma Pro 
Stax Lambda Pro 
Stax Lambda Si 
Technics RP-KT77 
Technics RP-HT86 
Technics RP-HT116 
Technics RP-F1 0 
Technics RP·F30 
Vivanco SR35 Micro 
Vivanco SR65 Mini 
Vivanco SR25 Micro 
Vivanco SR45 Micro 
Vivanco SR474 
Vivanco SR606 
Vivanco SR808 
Vivanco SR909 
Vivanco IR900 
Vivanco SRI 0001/1 FL 

Vivanco SR9001 s 

Model 
. . 

Acoustic Energy Aegis 1 
Acoustic Energy Aegis 1 
Acoustic Energy Aegis 2 
Acoustic Energy AE 1 
Acoustic Energy AE2 
Acoustic Enerav AE3 
Advent Mini 
Advent Baby 2 

'J! 
g' 

80 
90 

ce110 
130 
130 
130 
145 
150 
150 
180 

ion190 
225 
998 

9652 

8 
8 
8 

tO 
11 
12 
12 
13 
15 
15 
16 
16 
17 
18 
18 
19 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
22 
22 
28 
45 
50 
60 
70 
80 
90 
90 

120 
190 
200 
169 
239 
259 
349 
399 
449 
549 

30 
40 
60 

100 
180 

12 
13 
14 
15 
32 
40 
55 
70 
70 

110 
120 

., 

g· 

452 
452 
799 
870 

1175 
1650 

99 
149 

., ., 

Allison AL 1 OD 100 

Key to headphones Impedance- in ohms. Price- typical retail, to nearest 
��u��-Opn - open back, vented or r:�t��N� ���������-i���eads���1e�i�" veracity type; gives less environmen- The Directory for full test results. tal isolat•on, but is usually more nat-ural feeling in e xtended use. Sld -sealed - the headphones form an air· seal around the ears, helping reduce sound leakage. IR -Infra red cordless. Ear - in-ear model. 
Weight - without cable. 

3 
:e ill 

_, !· � ... 
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Special .. 

Sld 115 85 Monitoring headphone 
Opn 255 150 3m lead, 3.5/6.3mm 
Opn 255 150 3m lead, 3.5/6.3mm 
Ear 40 Mono, infra-red cordless 
Opn 255 150 3m lead, 3.5/6.3mm 
Sld 260 150 Closed back 
Sld 140 70 Closed back 
Opn t60 Infra-red cordless - hi-li 
Ear 43 Stereo infra-red cordless 
Opn 170 Infra-red cordless 
Opn 260 300 Flagship model 
Opn 210 140 3m lead, dual plug, leather tr 
Opn 260 Electrostatic with ener iser 
Opn 365 Electrostatic, valve energiser 
Ear Supplied soft case 
Ear 5 1 m lead. mini plug 
Dpn 36 2m, 3.5/6.3mm lua 
Opn 40 2m, 3.5/6.3mm plug 
Ear 13 1m mini plug 
Opn 
Ear 5 1 m lead, mini plug 
Sld 
Ear 5 1 m lead, mini plua 
OQD 7m, 3.5/6.3mm plua 
OPN 
Ear 1.2m mini plug 
Opn 5m, 3.5/6.3mm lua 
Ear 5 1.2m lead, mim plug 
Opn 7m, 3.5/6.3mm plug 
Opn 5m, 3.5/6.3mm plug 
OPN 
Sld 2m, 3.5/6.3mm plua 
Ear 6 1.2m lead, mini plug 
Sld 180 24 2m, 3.5/6.3mm plug 
Ear 6 1.2m lead, mini plug 
Sld 5m, 3.5/6.3mm plug 
Ear 1.2m mini plug 
Sld 3m, 3.5/6.3mm lead 
Sld 260 24 3m, 3.5/6.3mm plua 
IR 170 Extra h/phone w/o transmitter 
Sld 270 45 3m, 3.5/6.3mm plug 
Sld 120 45 1.5m, 3.5/6.3mm plug 
IR 170 Seven meter ranqe infra red 
Sld 120 45 1.5m, 3.5/6.3mm plug 
Sld 290 45 3m, 3.5/6.3mm plug 
Sld 140 45 1.5m, 3.5/6.3mm plug 
IR 470 Seven meter range infra-red 
Sld 330 45 1.5m, 3.5/6.3mm lua 
Opn 170 Electrostatic 
Opn 300 Electrostatic 
Opn 160 Electrostatic 
Opn 325 Electrostatic 
Opn 300 Electrostatic 
Opn 325 Electrostatic 
Opn 325 Electrostatic 
Sld 150 32 3m lead 
Sld 150 35 3m lead 
Sld 190 35 3m lead 
Sld 300 32 3m lead 
Sld 340 32 3m lead 
Ear 4 18 For personal stereos 
Opn 30 32 For portable CD players 
Ear 4 18 Includes case 
Ear 4 18 lncludina volume control 
Opn 110 36 Soft ear cush1ons 
Opn 225 32 3.5/6.3mm plug 
Opn 250 30 3.5/6.3mm plug 
Opn 285 600 Remote control lead, all plugs 
Opn 235 Infra-red cordless 
Opn 265 100 ln-lront localisation 
Opn 280 Infra-red cordless 

� 

i � I 
., 0 

� Size Special 

2x Pt 86 8 150 21,39,26 Stand mount, metal cone 
2x Pt 86 8 150 21,39,26 Stand mount, metal cone 
2x Pt 86 8 200 33,106,26 Floor, reflex, metal cone 
2x Pt 88 8 200 26,30,18 Metal dome/cone. solid enc 
2x Pt 91 6 200 24,40,32 Twin bass, metal cone 
3x Pt 87 4 250 37,27,63 Simplified metal dome/cone 

88 8 120 16,28,14 Bookshelf/stand mount 
2x 89 8 75 26,39,15 Bookshelf/stand mount 

,. ' . , . ' ' 

2x 90 4 150 33,24,19 Sloundarv, stand mount 

Key to loudspeakers Sens - output at given power input Price - typical retail, to nearest level. 
f����-2X, 3x etc - number of indepen- Impedance· in ohms. Power· ma xi-
dent drive units. Pt ·parted, IB- ���-r!�3� �1�1:�t axm!e������U:_ut. sealed, Active- dedicated active crossover, needs amps for each dri- r:�t��cf� ����-l�h���-i�l�eads��:1e���n ���bA!:ar:r�t�f-0: -b��� �ar�i�-t��·a;ra� The Directory for full test results. drive unit, Horn- horn loadin�. MC-moving coit, ESL- electrostatic, CC-coupled cavity, Hybrid - dynamic bass/ESL or nbbon top. 

3 
... 

., a ., 
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::!. � 
Model " ... ill " !!I Size Special .. .. .. 

. . 

Advent Graduate 219 2x 89 8 210 28,44,17 Bookshelf/stand mount 
Advent Prodiav 299 89 8 300 24,68,20 Floor standina, free space 
Advent l,!&acv 2 349 90 8 500 38,67,22 Floor standirlfl,_ free �ce 
Advent Laureate 499 90 8 500 21,80,29 Floor standing, free space 
Advent Heritage 579 90 8 600 25,89,31 Floor standing, free space 
Allison AL 1 00 100 2x 90 4 150 33,24,19 Sloundary, stand mount 
Allison AL 1 05 170 2x 90 4 150 24,37,21 Sloundary, stand mount 
Allison MS200 220 90 4 75 t3,25,t4 Sloundary, stand mount 
Allison AL 11 0 220 90 4 150 24,40,23 Floor standino, free space 
Allisoo AL 115 280 90 4 150 28,51,26 Boundary, stand mount 
Allison CD6 300 90 4 150 29,29,29 Cuboid, wall mount 
Allisoo CD7 380 90 4 150 24,70,24 Floor standing, free space 
Allison AL 120 420 90 4 200 28,61,29 Floor standing, free space 

Allisoo COS 550 90 4 200 27,73,27 Floor standing, free space 

Allison AL 125 650 90 4 200 28,78,29 Open space, free standing 

Allisoo AL 130 800 90 4 200 32,95,34 Open space, free standing 

Allison I.C. 10 2500 87 6 200 48,102,27 Floor standina, free space 
Allison I.C. 20 5500 87 6 400 53,122,31 Floor standing, free space 

AMC WM50 120 86 8 60 19,28,7 Ceiling mount 
AMC WM75 160 86 8 80 22,30,9 Ceiling mount 
AMC WM10D 210 86 8 100 26,36,10 Ceiling mount 

I Apcgee Grand 0 Ribbo 86 71 't 94,86 Three way ribbon, active sub 
I Apcqee Centaur Minor 1345 Hybrid 88 4 100 30,88,20 Ribbon/dynamic 

Apoaee Ribbon Wall 1750 Hybrid 89 27, t 20,7 Ribbon/dynamic 
I Apcgee Centaur 2300 Hybrid 88 4 150 33,102,25 Ribbon/dynamic 
I Apogee Slant 6 2400 Hybrid 88 Ribbon tweeter, dynamic bass 
I Apcgee COD Subwooter 3490 Hybrid 87 63,38,55 Active moving coil sub 

Apogee Stage Sub 3645 MC 86 58,25,42 Active moving coil sub 
I Apcgee Slant 8 3700 Hybrid 88 Ribbon treble, dynamic mass 
I Apcgee Caliper Sig 3998 Ribbo 87 58,127 Two way 
I Apcgee Stage 4100 Ribbo 86 55,82,5 Two way 

I ApcQee Centaur Ma'or 4980 Hybrid 88 4 200 40,141,27 Ribbon/dynamic 
I Apogee Studio Grand 1490D Hybrid 87 63,160,55 Three wav ribbon, active sub 

Arcam Delta 2 300 2x Pt 88 8 75 22,38,28 Stand mount, walnut or black 
ATC SCM10 995 2x IB 80 8 300 18,38,26 Mnimum 1 OOwpc, non-boundaoy 
ATC SCM20 1461 2x IB 83 8 300 31,72,34 Minimum 1 OOwpc, non-boundary 
ATC SCM20 Tower 1999 2x IB 83 8 300 24,103,34 Floor standing SCM20 
ATC SCM50 3218 3x Pt 85 8 150 31,72,43 To special order onl 
ATCSCM100 3683 3x Pt 88 8 40,84,53 To special order onl 
ATCSCMSOA 4497 Active 8 350 31,72,48 With crossover and amplifiers 
ATC SCM100A 5006 Active 8 350 40,84,59 With crossover and amplifiers 
ATCSCM200A 10995 Active 91 8 850 83,73,440 With cross over and amplifiers 
ATCSCM200A t 1499 Active 91 850 75 kilo 
ATCSCM300A 11995 Active 94 8 850 88,92,47 With cross over and amplifiers 
ATC SCM300A 12499 Active 94 850 75 kilo 
Audio Note AN-KB 499 90 8 tOO 28,46,23 Free space, stand mount 
Audio Note AN-K/SP 699 90 6 100 28,46,23 Free space, stand mount 
Audio Note AN-J/B 799 93 8 150 38,58,25 Free space, stand mount 
Audio Note AN-J/SP 999 93 8 150 38,58,25 Free space, stand mount 
Audio Note AN-E!B 1299 94 8 150 36,84,28 Free space, stand mount 
Audio Note AN-E!SP 1599 94 8 150 26,84,28 Free space, stand mount 
Audio Vector 2X 850 2x 89 8 120 17,90,22 Black ash 
Audio Vector 3X 1200 3x 89 8 150 19,98,52 Black ash 
Audio Vector 5X 2300 4x 91 8 200 24,110,34 Black ash 
Aura SP-50 400 Pt 87 4 120 21,40,24 Carbon fibre bass unit 
B&O Baovox RL 1 000 215 3x 86 8 60 32,40,13 Simplified RL60DO 
B&O Baovox CX50 285 2x IB 89 6 100 t2,21,21 
B&O Beovox CX1 OD 395 2x IB 89 6 200 12,32,21 
B&O Beovox RL6000 435 3x 87 8 100 41,54,18 Simplified RL7000 
B&O Baovox 4500 450 2x Pt 87 8 90 45,38,8 
B&O Beovox RL7000 665 3x 88 8 200 50,70,24 Twin bass 
B&O Beolab 4500 1125 Active 45 45,38,8 Attaches to wall, display 
B&O Beotab 8000 1350 Active 80 20,110,21 Column, two amps, shielded 
B&O Beolab 80DO 2025 Active 100 15,132,15 Column, two built in amps 
B&O Beolab Penta 3 2375 Active t50 22,165,34 Line array column, three-way 
B&W 2001 120 Pt 87 4 80 18,28,20 Budqet hi-li ranqe, black ash 
B&W Solid Team 140 Pt 87 4 75 14,20,14 White & black finish 
B&W Centrale 150 Pt 89 8 150 17,24,17 
B&W CWM5 150 2x 89 8 70 16,22,7 In wall 
B&W Solid Team Bass 160 Sub 91 4 100 20,45,34 White & black finish 
B&W 2002 160 Pt 87 4 80 18,35,20 Budget hi-li range, black ash 
B&W DM60Di 190 2x IB 87 4 tOO 21,36,25 Stand/shelf mount 
B&W 2003 190 Pt 89 4 tOO 20,43,24 Budget hi-li range, black ash 
B&W CWM6 220 2x 89 8 70 23,32,8 In wall 
B&W Solid Twin Bass 230 Sub 91 4 150 45,20,60 White & black finish 
B&W DM6t01 250 2x IB 89 4 150 24,49,31 Stand/shelf mount 
B&W CWM8 250 2x 90 4 100 28,38,9 In wall 
B&W 2004 250 Pt 91 4 120 20,65,24 Bu(jget hi·fi range, black ash 
B&W Solid Ovale 300 SeVsu 88 4 100 Lifestyle speaker, 3 boxes 
B&W Solid Verticale 400 SeVsu 88 4 100 Lifestyle, 3 boxes 
B&W DM620i 430 2x AB 90 4 150 24,75,31 Floor standing 
B&W OM630i 700 3x Pt 9t 4 200 24,85,41 Floor standing 
B&W Matrix 805 V/H 895 Pt 87 8 120 33,33,21 Outboard tweeter (verVhoriz) 
B&W OM640i 900 3x Pt 9t 4 200 24,97,41 Floor standi no 
B&W Matrix 804 1495 Pt 89 8 200 26,92,26 Matrix enclosure 
B&W Matrix 803 S2 1945 Pt 90 8 250 26,101,34 Matrix enclosure 
B&W Matrix 802 53 2445 Pt 90 8 500 30,104,37 Matrix enclosure 
0.9\J./ ,J.,.tnv O O L �- ry,c:nn "' 07 0 con A" �nn �:::.:- ro��- -•· ·-''- --=--� 
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Key to loudspeakers bass/ESL or ribbon top. Key to loudspeakers bass/ESL or ribbon top. 
Price -typical retail, to nearest Sens- output at given power input Price - typical retail, to nearest Sens · output at given power input 

����� -
2x, JX etc ·number of indepen-

level. ����� -
2x, JX etc- number of indepen-

level. 
Impedance- in ohms. Power-maxi- Impedance- in ohms. Power -maxi-

dent drive units, Pt ·parted, IB · Si�:. 
r
!�3:h���1:�t ';.

m
/e

l��i�r
i���-

ut. dent drive units, Pt ·parted, IB · Si�:-r;fgth�1�1:�t �m!el�;������
�-

sealed, Active ·dedicated active sealed, Active - dedicated active 
crossover, needs amps for each dri- crossover, needs amps for each dri-

��J:!o
R
of:r�t��� -b��} �ar��-

t��·
a�ia� r:�,��n� ���P;

I
�hd�� -

i�t:a
d
s����e���n ��Jb

A
!o

R
of:r�t��� �:n �ar��-

t��·
a�ra� r:�t��c:� ���P;

�
��f�.

i
�t:a

d
s����e���

n 

drive unit, Horn -horn loadin�, MC· The Directory for full test results. drive unit, Horn- horn loading:, MC- The Directory for full test results. 
moving coil, ESL- electrostatiC, CC- moving coil, ESL· electrostatic, CC-
coupled cavity, Hybrid -dynamic coupled cavity, Hybrid · dynamic 
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Size Special .. .. .. 
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B&W Silver Sionature 4500 Pt 88 8 120 25,45,24 External crossover Dali 104 400 93 4 120 86,22,27 
Base XL1000 115 Pt B 50 29,19,17 Dali 400 700 93 4 1BO 24,97,34 
Base XL2000 160 Pt B 70 36,23,1B Dali Skyline 1000 1600 BB 120 
Base XL3000 180 Pt B 90 47,29,23 Dali Skyline 2000 2200 BB 4 120 51,160,45 
Base 101 M'ble Monitor 190 4 60 13,23,15 Black linish Dawn Audio Chorus BS 4B2 2x IB B9 B 26,3B,21 Bookshell 
Base XL4000 220 PI B 100 57,32,30 Dawn Audio Chorus FS 69B 2x IB B9 B 26,8B,21 Floor standing 
Base VS100 250 8 23,15,15 Dawn Audio Symphony 1995 3x IB 91 B 34,113,32 Floor standing 
Base 151 Environmental 270 6 60 24,14,16 Waterproof/suitable for extrem Denon SCM2 80 IB B7 6 70 19,28,20 UK desi need & built 
Base 161 Freestyle 275 6 60 25,14,16 Denon SC-E3t3 160 Pt B8 8 100 22,75,23 UK desi ned & built 
Base 201 Ser Ill 290 8 60 3B,20,25 DirecVrellect1no technologl ECA SERVO A.2 1850 2x Pt BD B 150 22,102,30 True ribbon tweeter 
Base C'puter RoomMate 300 Active 60 24,14,16 Sell powered AC/shielded, vol Epos ES11 395 PI B7 8 75 20,38,25 Free space, stand mount 
Base Video RoomMate 300 Active 60 24,14,16 Sell powered AC/shielded, vol Epos ES14 595 Pt 87 8 lOO 23,49,29 Free space, stand mount 
Base Roomate 11 300 Active 60 24,14,16 Self powered AC/12V DC Faraday FSI 245 2x 87 B 75 27,46,25 Mart black or oranite effect 
Base 301 VM 380 8 75 24,43,27 DirecVreflectlnQ technoloqy Faraday SG 345 2x 89 4 75 27,26,25 Mart black or gramte effect 
Base 305 430 2x 8 100 23,45,28 Tall stand mount, boundary Faraday Siren 445 2x 90 4 80 27,25,46 Mart black or granite effect 
Base A'mass AM311 500 4-8 50 36,20,20 Acoustimass technology Faraday FSIO 795 3x 91 4 100 27,25,93 Mart black or granite.effect 
Base 401 500 4 100 30,30,76 DirecVreflect1ng technology Fullers Sultan 399 2xPt 91 B 50 24,51,30 3 finishes 
Base SE-5 Ser 11 System 760 4-8 100 90,100, IB Fullers Sultan H.E. 439 2xPt 9B B 90 24,51,30 High sensitivity, 3 finishes 
Base A'mass AM511 760 4-8 200 49,35,19 Acoust1mass direcVrellecting Fullers Pharaoh 1 649 2xPt 88 B 60 20,30,20 Curved sides, various finishes 
Base A'mass AM? B30 4-8 tOO 35,49,19 Acousllmass direcVreflecting Fullers Sphinx B39 3x 89 B 70 25,91,30 Floor standing, var finishes 
Base 601 MKJII BBO B 200 32,31,76 DirecVreflecting technology Fullers Pharaoh 2 1200 3xPt 8B B 80 39,100,31 Pharaoh 1 with added bass encl 
Bose 901 VI 1650 IX 8 33,53,32 DirecVreflecting technology Fullers Pharaoh 3 2499 4xPt 88 B 150 46,118,45 Pharaoh + bass & subbass encts 
Boston Acoustics HD5 139 2x 89 8 50 25,16,18 Bookshelf, black Gamma Acoustics Epoch 1499 27,95,36 
Boston Acoustics 325 139 90 4 50 17,17,5 Wall/ceilino white flush mount Genelec 1019A 1572 Active 2B 23,31,25 
Boston Runabout 169 89 8 50 22,15,16 White indoor/outdoor system Genelec Stamp 1031A 2068 Active 104 25,39,29 
Boston Acoustics HD7 169 2x 90 8 75 36,23,18 Bookshelf, black Genelec T riamp S30 3055 Active lOB 32,50,32 
Boston Satellites 170 2x 89 B Satellite speakers Genelec T riamp t 037 A 4982 Active 191 40,6B,30 
Boston Acoustics 350 179 4 50 24,17,6 Wall/ceiling white flush mount Genexxa GX330 80 6 50 35,21,24 
Boston Acoustics 335 179 90 B 50 18,9 Wall mount, round Genexxa GX650 t40 90 8 60 23,76,26 
Boston Acoustics HD8 199 90 B 75 46,29,20 Stand/shelf, black GLL Arena B9 B7 6 70 26,23,14 
Boston 360 Ser 11 209 89 B 60 22.15,7 Wall/ceiling, white, flush mou GLL Maxim 119 86 6 100 10,26,17 
Boston Acoustics HD9 249 2x AB 90 8 100 62,32,25 Stand/shelf mount GLL Mezzo 159 88 6 100 21,36,25 
Boston Acoustics 380 249 90 B 75 31,24,8 Wall/ceilino white flush mount GLL Maonum 199 86 6 100 25,42,29 
Boston Acoustics Voyage 299 89 B 60 26,16,17 White indoor/outdoor, metal Goodmans Active 75 65 Active 80 
Boston Acoustics SWI 0 449 Sub 100 34,17,42 Powered subwoofer Goodmans MIOO 80 2x B6 8 75 17,26,20 Bookshelf, close to wall 
Boston SubSat Six 450 SaVsu 89 8 100 Passive subs and two satellite Goodmans HTI 00 100 86 8 60 25,53,20 
Boston SubSat 7 549 89 B 125 PAssive sub & 2 satellites Goodmans HT170 150 92 B 100 25,70,22 
Boston L_ynfield 300L 1499 83 B 250 23,34,28 Stand mount, black Grundig M8X31 0 80 3xPt 4 70 18,42,29 3 drivers, 2 way 
Boston Lynfield 500L 4449 85 5 350 122,23,47 Free stand. separate bass/top Grundio BX1 160 2x Pt 4 60 23,40,30 16 1itre 
Canon S-CIO 130 2x B7 6 B7 34,15,15 Shielded, nr omnidirectional Grundio BX2 230 3x Pt 4 BD 24.49,33 221itre 
Canon SV-15 130 2x 86 B 50 24,17,17 Utility - wide dispersion Grundig BX3 350 2x Pt 4 120 24,107,34 53 litre, 3 drivers, 2 way 
Canon S-30 180 2x Pt 90 6 75 25,31 ,2B Wide 1maging stereo Harbeth BBC LS3/5A 675 IS B2 10 30 30,19,1B Free standing 
Canon S-B20 200 Sub 87 B 100 39,4B,27 Free standing, passive Harbeth HL-P3 699 IS 83 6 45 31,19,18 Free standino. shielded, biwir 
Canon V-100 210 2x PI 90 4 75 25,33,17 Corner mount, wide dispersion Harbeth BBC LS5/t2A 1195 Pt 82 8 100 30,18,23 Free standing, biwire 
Canon S-35 250 2x 90 6 75 27,23,24 Wide lmaging Stereo Harbettt HL Compact 7 1295 Pt B6 8 120 52,27,32 Shielded, many fimshes 
Canon V-SB100 250 Sub B8 6 150 37,34,21 Subwoofer for V100 Harbettt HL-5 1495 Pt 86 8 100 64,32,31 Free standing 
Canon S-60 350 2x 89 B 100 31,25,25 Near omnidirectional Harman-Kardon LS0200 149 B7 B 50 21,35,30 
Canon S-50 350 2x Pt B9 8 75 25,31,25 Wide imaoinq stereo Harman-Kardon LS0300 199 88 8 75 21,38,80 
Canon S-70 700 2x Pt 87 6 100 25,78,25 Wide imaoino stereo Helius S rius Ill 1330 Pt 90 B 250 31,97,16 
Cas11e Trent 11 199 Pt 89 B 60 20,34,1B Shell/stand, nine finishes Helius Syrius 11 1975 Pt 95 4 300 36,107,16 
Castle Durham 900 279 Pt 90 B 85 22,40,23 Shelf/stand, nine finishes Helius Syrius I 2500 Pt 93 4 500 36,107,16 Floor standing, biwire 
Castle York 399 Pt B9 B 100 26,43,22 Shell/stand, stands inc Heybrook Prima 130 2xPt B7 6 60 20,29,18 Bookshelf or stands 
Castle Severn 499 Pt 87 8 110 23,77,20 Free standing, 91inishes Heybrook Solo '189 2x 89 6 75 23,36,23 Boundary design, stands requir 
Castle Chester 699 Horn 90 B 100 23,9t ,25 Oiuarter wave, nine finishes Hevbrook HBI 259 2x 90 B 75 29,47,23 Boundary, stands required 
Castle Howard 999 3xHorn 90 8 t25 26,104,41 Quarter wave, nine finishes Heybrook Trio 359 2x 89 8 75 24,47,25 
Castle Winchester 1499 3x 90 8 150 42,10B,23 9 finishes, quarter wave Heybrook Heystak 499 3xABR B9 B 100 9B,22,28 lnc stands 
Celestion 1 109 B6 8 50 16,27,21 He brook Quartet 555 2xPt 90 8 80 24,41,22 
Celestion CSC 129 89 6 75 33,13,15 Hevbrook Sextet 1099 3x 88 B 200 27,90,20 With stands 
Celestion 3 MKII 129 88 B 75 21 ,31, 1B Integrated LF/baffle moulding Impulse H7 B35 Horn BB B 70 14,B0,29 Floor standing 
Celestion CS135 139 B6 8 90 52,19,34 Impulse H6 1425 Horn 89 8 100 19,91,35 Floor standing 
Celestion CS2 149 86 B 60 16,29,22 Impulse H5 1675 Horn 93 8 100 27,90,45 Floor standing 
Celestion CS4 169 87 B 75 1B,33,23 Impulse H2 23B5 Horn 94 B 100 26,116,45 Floor standing 
Celestion 5 Mkll 169 B9 B 90 25,35,21 Larger version of Celestion 3 Impulse HI 3400 Ho m 96 B 100 36,103,6B Floor standing 
Celestion 9 269 89 B 100 21,50,25 Infinity Rei 10 200 IB 90 6 75 23,37,23 Pedestal 
Celestion 15 389 89 8 tOO 21,100,23 Infinity Rei 20 300 IB 90 6 100 27,47,26 Pedestal 
Celestion SL6Si 429 2x B4 8 120 20,38,27 Compact stand mount, free spac Infinity lnf IV Sat 300 IB 90 6 BD 16.24,1B Wall mount, shielded 
Celestion CS6 449 88 B 100 19,B5,31 Infinity Rei 30 400 IS 90 6 100 27,84,25 Floor standing 
Celestion CSB 499 88 B 120 19,100,31 Infinity lnf Micro 400 PVsub 90 6 100 21,x 127d Two satellites and passive sub 
Celestion 1 00 539 84 8 120 21 ,42, 26 Infinity SSW-1 0 Sub 500 Active 34,34,33 
Celestion SL 12si 629 B6 B 150 20,53,29 Infinity Kappa 6.1 i 995 Pt 89 6 150 31,95,25 Floor standing 
Celestion SL600si 820 82 8 120 20,37,24 Aerolam lightweight enclosure Infinity Kappa 7.1 i 1195 Pt B9 6 225 36,108,26 Floor standing 
Celestion 300 1099 B4 8 120 21,97,33 lnteraudio XL 1 000 100 8 50 19,29,17 
Celestion ?DOSE 1435 B2 B 120 20,37,24 lnteraudio XL2000 140 B 70 23,36, IB 
Cerwin Vega VSB 250 2x 94 6 100 28,51,29 Bookshelf lnteraudio XL3000 160 B 70 29,46,23 
Cerwin Veoa SAT-6 300 SaVsu 95 125 22,25,32 3 box satellite/subwoofer lnteraudio XL 4000 200 8 75 32,56,29 
Cerwin Veqa VSI 0 350 3x 95 6 125 33,70,29 Floor stand1ng Jamo Studio BD 60 2xPt 91 45 22,35,17 
Cerwin Veoa VS12 550 3x Pt 97 4 250 42,81 ,3B Flbor standing Jamo Studio 11 0 100 3xPt 91 50 24,42,22 
Cerwin Veqa DC t 0 550 3x Pt 96 200 29,94,35 Floor standing Jamo Sat 160 100 2x IS 90 B 50 14,19,4B Shelf/wall mount, with wall br 
Cerwin Vega DC12 650 3x Pt 98 300 36,98,35 Floor standing Jamo D115 100 90 4-B 60 24,42,22 
Cerwin Vega VS15 700 3x PI 102 4 400 46,90,47 Floor standing Jamo Compact 500 tOO 2x Pt 90 8 60 16,25,20 High sensitivity, utility deS! 
Cerwin Vega DC15 850 3x Pt 100 500 44,103,46 Floor standing Jamo Cornet 30.4 100 2x PI 88 B 55 20,32,23 Black ash - Mahogany £20 extra 
Cerwin Vega 1515 1300 6x Pt 103 4 600 44,135,46 Floor standinq, hi sensitivity Jamo Sat 200 110 2x 90 B 50 15,22,8 Stereo passive subwoofer 
Chord Sys Audio 905 249 2x B9 B 70 27,15,19 Black Ash Jamo Outdoor 110 2x IB 90 8 50 19,34,4B lncludino wall brackets, weath 
Clements 300si 395 89 4-8 90 24,36,36 Compression line Jamo Sat 300 120 2x 90 8 50 15,21,8 Use with SW500 
Clements 600si 595 B8 4-8 100 24,81,36 Compression line Jamo Compact 700 120 2x Pt 91 8 70 19,30.20 High sensitivity, utility desi 
Clements Reference 1 995 B6 B 100 20,43,29 Ribbon tweeter 
Clements Reference 7 1995 B8 4.5 200 25,114, 4 Ribbon tweeter 

,. " , I ' 
Dali 102 250 8B 6 tOO 21.32.26 I B&W 2001 120 Pt B7 4 BD 18,28,20 Budoet hi-li ranoe, black ash 
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Key to loudspeakers Price- typical retail, to nearest 
�����-2x, JX etc ·number of indepen­dent drive units, pt ·parted, 18 • sealed, Active· dedicated active crossover, needs amps for each dri· 
����o�f:r�t�f-a _b��} �ar�i�.t���ira� drive unit, Horn - horn loading, MC · moving coil, ESl· electrostatic, CC­coupled cavity, Hybrid- dynamic 

bass/ESl or ribbon top. Sens · output at given power input level. Impedance· in ohms. Power· maxi· 
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Key to loudspeakers 
Price ·typical retail, to nearest 
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SEVENOAKS SUPERFI 

DISPLAY & 

DEMONSTRATIONS 
The moment you step through 
the door of a Sevenoaks Hi Fi 
or Superfi branch you're going 
to be better looked after. 
With over 21 years experience 
in Hi. Fi, Video and TV retail, 
we're here to make sure you 
get the equipment that best 
suits your needs and your 
budget. 

·You'll find a wide range of 
products with the emphasis on 
quality rather than country of 
origin. Not only is everything 
we sell on display, but it's also 
available for demonstration. 
Each of our branches has 
dedicated demonstration 

If you thought this level of 
service might be expensive -
you'd be wrong. Our prices 
are the most competitive 
around and our added value 
offers famous throughout the 
industry. 

AFTER SALES 

CARE 
Each of our Sevenoaks 
Superfi branches is served by 
a dedicated Central Service 
Department. Approved by 
all the leading 
manufacturers, our team of 
fully trained engineers are 
capable of repairing 99% of 
all faults- in our own 
workshops. Once the repair 
is complete we give you a 
3 month warranty. The kind 
of back up you'd expect from 
the leading independent Hi Fi 
retailers in the country. 

PRICE PROMISE 

We always try to ensure 

that our prices are 

competitive. However, in 

the unlikely event a 

competitor advertises an 

identical product as 

available from stock at a 

lower price, even in a sale, 

we will match that price! 
Added value offers not available on 
price match. 

O
o/o FINANCE 
We offer 0% finance 
on a wide range of Hi 

Fi separates & /VV products. 
Package 1. 10% deposit 
followed by 6 equal monthly 
payments. Example: Cost 
£600. Deposit £60 plus 6 
payments of £90. 
Package 2: 25% Deposit 
followed by 9 equal monthly 
payments. 
Package 3: 50% Deposit 
followed by 12 equal 
monthly payments. 

All Options: Minimum 
balance £400. 
Subject to status. 0% APR. 
Personal shoppers only. 

Written details on request. 

DECEMBER 

SUGGESTED SYSTEMS 

system 1 
VINYL REPLAY 

FROM A QUALITY 

HI Fl SEPARATES 

SYSTEM ... 

£249.00 

system 2 
CD REPLAY 

FROM A QUALITY 
HI Fl SEPARATES 

SYSTEM ... 

£299.00 

system 3, 
CD REPLAY FROM 

AN 'AUDIOPHILE' 

HI Fl SEPARATES 

SYSTEM ... 

£399.00 

DUAL CS435 

TURNTABLE 

Excellent value turntable most at 
home with rock and pop music 
WHAT HI Fl? ***** 

MARANTZ PM44SEMKI 

AMPLIFIER 

Best amplifier in 1993/4 
WHAT HI Fl? 93/94 AWARDS 

WINNER**** 

WHARFEDALE 

DIAMOND SPEAKERS 

Lively, dynamic bookshelf 
loudspeaker 
(Option on JPW MINIM Speakers) 

NOR MALL V £�oo 

AIWA XC300 CD 

PLAYER 

Enjoyable, neatly styled, well 
equipped 
WHAT HI Fl? **** 

MARANTZ PM44SEMKI 

AMPLIFIER 

Breathes life into most music 
WHAT HI Fl? 93/94 AWARDS 
WINNER**** 

JPW MINIM SPEAKERS 

Fast dry bass which never goes 
missing 
WHAT HI Fl? **** 

(Option on Wharfedale Diamond 
Speakers) 

NOR MALL V £�oo 

TEAC CDP3500 CD 

PLAYER 

Expressive, confident, pacey, 
natural presentation 
WHAT HI Fl? **** 

ROTEL RA960BXMKII 

AMPLIFIER 

Detailed, aggressive presentation, 
good phono stage 
HI Fl WORLD Recomme11ded 

MISSION 760i 

SPEAKERS 

SOUND WHAT HI Fl? ***** 
BUILD WHAT HI Fl? **** 
COMPATABILITY WHAT HI Fl? ***** 
VALUE WHAT HI Fl? ***** 

NORMALL V �oo 
- � _L_ ____________ _L�----� 

STAFF WANTED 

Senior and Junior sales staff 
required at several locations 
due to further expansion - If 
you're interested in a career 
with a progressive Hi Fi 
retailer, contact Kim or 
Maxine on (0732) 455911 

NB. Regrettably, we are unable to offer 
Oo/o finance on any of these systems. 



THE SPECIALIST 

AMPLIFIERS 
Arcam Alpha 5 
Arcam Alpha 6 B" Stock 
Area m Delta 290 B" Stock 

Arcam Alpha 6 
Arcam Delta 290P 
Arcam Delta 290 I ne remote 
Aura VABO 
Aura VA 100 11 Black 
Audiolab 8000C • 11 (Ex Dem) 
Audiolab 8000A • 11 (Ex Dem) 
Audiolab 8000P • 11 (Ex Dem) 
Audholab 8000M -11 (Ex Dem) 
Audiolab 8000C · 9 4  
Audiolab 8000A • 94 
Audiolab 8000P - 9 4  
Audio lab 8000M · 94 (each) 
Audiolab 8000 PPA 
Cyrus PSXR 
Cyrus Power 
Cyrus lll 
Cyrus Pre 
Denon PMA25011! 
Denon PMA35011 
Denon PMA480R 
Denon PMA450 SE 
Exposure 
Kenwood KA 1 060 
Kenwood KA2060R 
Kenwood KA3020SE 

£ 229.95 
£269.00 
£ 389.00 

£ 329.95 
£ 399.95 
£ 479.95 
£ 279.95 
£ 349.95 
£369.00 
£379.00 
£ 519.00 
£ 559.00 

£ 459.95 
£ 479.95 
£ 649.95 
£ 699.95 
£ 799.95 
£ 299.95 
£ 449.95 
£ 499.95 
£ 649.95 
£ 159.95 
£ 219.95 
£ 219.95 
£ 269.95 

P.O.A. 
£ 139.95 
£ 169.95 
£ 199.95 

Marantz PM44 Mkl SE � £ 149.00 

Marantz PM44 Mkll SE £ 199.95 
Meridian 501 Pre £ 624.95 
Meridian 555 Pwr £ 624.95 
Meridian 551 £ 694.95 
Michell P.O.A. 
Musical Fid A 1 Ltd. Ed. £ 399.95 
Musical Fid A 1 000 £1399 95 
Musical Fid E 100 £ 599.95 
Musical Fid E200 Pre £ 599.95 
Musical Fid E300 Pwr £ 699.95 
Musical Fid F22 £ 999.95 
Musical Fid F15 £1899.95 
Nad 310 £ 129.95 
Nad 302 £ 179.95 
Nad 304 £ 239.95 
Pioneer A 103 £ 129.95 
Pioneer A203 £ 149.95 
Pioneer A300X £ 229.95 
Pioneer A400X £ 299.95 
Quad 306 £ 349.95 
Quad 3 4  £ 398.95 
Quad 606 (Ex DE!m) 
Quad 77 
Quad

-
66 inc RHEx Dem) 

£ 519.00 
£ 594.95 
£649.00 

£ 689.95 
£ 862.95 
£ 149.95 
£ 199.95 
£ 249.95 

Quad 606 
Quad 66 inc RI 
Rotel RA930AX 11 
Rotel RA930BX 
Rotel RA935BX 11 
Rotel RA960BX 11 

Rotel RC9708X 11 
Rotel RB970BX 11 
Technics SUA600K 
Technics SUA700K 
Technics SUA900Mkll K 
Yamaha AX380 

MINIIMICROS 

£r £199.00 

£ 174.95 
£ 224.95 
£ 199 95 
£ 249 95 
£ 399.95 
£ 199.95 

�i:;o�v6,6
s5�x �����c�r� Kenwoo� l6�.·ts 

Denon D90 Ex Speakers £ 669.95 
Oenon 0110 Ex Speakers £ 799.95 
Oenon 0250 Ex Speakers £ 929.95 
Oenon OF1 0 Ex Speakers £ 999.95 
Kenwood HD600 Ex Speakers £ 699.95 

TUNER AMPS 
Denon DRA365RD 
Denon DRA545RD 
:Marantz SR53 
Nad 705 

CASSETTE I DCC 
Aiwa ADF450 
Aiwa ADF850 
Aiwa ADWX727 
Denon DRM540 
Denon DRM740 
Denon DR5640 
Denon DRW760 
Kenwood KXW4060 
Kenwood KX3060 
Marantz DD82DCC 

£ 249.95 
£ 319.95 

� £199.00 

£ 329.95 

£ 119.95 
£ 229.95 
£ 169.95 
£ 159.95 
£ 259.95 
£ 199.95 
£ 249.95 
£ 179.95 
£ 169.95 

� £199.00 

£ 199.95 
£ 849.95 
£ 599.95 
£359.00 

£ 139.00 
£ 159.0\) 

Pioneer CTS8305 
Pioneer CTW503R 
Pioneer CTW603RS 
Pioneer CT95 
Sony TCK41 1 3-Head � 
���¥&..��3�J b������.�i� ·� 
Technics RSTR373K 
Technics RSTR4 7 4K 
Yamaha KX380 
Yamaha KX580 

Yamaha KXW482 

AUDIO VISUAL 

£ 499.95 
£ 179.95 
£ 229.95 
£ 999.95 
£ 139.00 
£249.00 
£ 199.00 

£ 179.95 
£ 199.95 
£ 169.95 
£249.95 

£ 249.95 

Wide range available see our AN AD. 

SPEAKERS 
B&W DM600i 
B&W DM610i 
B&W DM620i 
B&W 805 
B&W 804 
B&W Solid Monitor 
Castle Trent 11 
Castle Durham 900 
Castle York 
Castle Severn 
Castle Chester 11 
Castle Howard 
Celestion 3 Mk 11 
Celestion 5 Mk 1t 
JPWMinim 

£ 189.95 
£ 249.95 
£ 429.95 
£ 894.95 
£1495.95 
£ 159.00 

£ 199.95 
£ 279.95 
£ 399.95 
£ 499.95 
£ 699.95 
£ 999.95 
£ 129.95 
£ 169.95 

y19 £ 59.00 

JPW Sonata Vinyl 
Kef Reference Model One 

£ 99.95 
£1199.95 
£ 199.95 Kef Q10 

· 

Kef Q30 
Kef QSO 
Kef R10S Blk 

Meridian A500 
Mission 731 
Mission 732 
Mission 733 
Mission 734 

£ 349.95 
£ 499.95 

� £1499.00 

£ 694.95 
£ 129.95 
£ 199.95 
£ 299.95 
£ 429.95 

WE WON'T BE 
BEATEN ON 

PRICE. 
CHECK OUT OUR PRICE 

PROMISE OPPOSITE 

Mission 735 £ 599.95 
Mission 751 (R!Wood add £ 29) £ 299.95 
Mission 752 (R/Wood add £ 7 9) £ 499.95 
Mission 753 (R!Wood add £ 99) £ 699.95 
Mission 760i � £ 109.00 

Mission 760i5E 
Mission 780SE 

£ 149.95 
£239.95 

Mon Audio 1 Gold 11 (R/Wood + £20) £ 199.95 
Mon Audio 14 Gold 11 (R!Wood +£50)£ 499.95 
Mordaunt Short MS 10 £ 129.95 
Mordaunt Short M520 £ 179.95 
Nad 801 £ 99.95 
Nad 804 £ 329.95 
Pink Triangle Ventrical £ 899.95 
Proac P.O.A 
Quad ESL 63 £2859.95 
Quad Gradient SW63 £1699.95 
Roksan Ojan 3 £ 895.95 
Ruark Swordsman Plus 11 £ 299.95 
Ruark Sabre £ 384.95 
Ruark Templar £ 479.95 
Ruark Talisman !I £ 699.95 
Ruark Paladin £1099.95 
Ruark Crusader 11 £1499.95 
Ruark Equinox £1749.95 
Systym 931 £ 299.95 
Systym 935 £ 399.95 
Systym 939 £ 699.95 
Tannoy Profile 631 £ 149.95 
Tannoy Profile 632 £ 189.95 
Tannoy Profile 633 £ 319.95 
Tannoy Prof!le 636 £ 419.95 
Tannoy Profrle 637 £ 499.95 iE>�n��� rofrle 638 � m§� 
TDL NFM2 £ 179.95 
TDL RTL2 £ 299.95 
TDL RTL3 £ 399.95 
TDL RTL4 £ 649.95 
TDL Studio 0.5 £ 499.95 
TDL Studio 1 £ 699.95 

TURNTABLES 
Dual cs 435 inc. cart £� £ 99.00 
Dual CS 503.2 inc. cart £ £ 135.00 
Dual CS 505.4 in c. cart £ £ 159.00 

Michell 
Nad 51 20 in c. cart 
Nad 533 inc. cart 
Pink Triangle 

P.O.A. 
£ 119.95 
£ 199 95 

PO.A. 

Project 0 .. 5 inc. cart 
Project 1 1nc. cart 
Project 6.1 �x cart 

�����fc� ·�L\n2
c

i Q�ft 

TUNERS 
Arcam Alpha 5 
Audiolab 8000T 
Cyrus FM7 
Denon TU260L 
Denon TU380RDS 
Kenwood KT1 060L 
Kenwood KT2060L 
Meridian 504 
Musical Fid ESOO 
Nad 402 
Pioneer F203 RDS 
Pioneer F303 RDS 
Pioneer F502 RDS 
Quad 66FM 
Quad 66FM (Exbem) 
Rotel RT940AX 
Rotel RT950BX 

£ 144.95 
£ 184.95 
£ 379.95 
£ 434.95 
£ 449.95 

£ 219.95 
£ 699.95 
£ 399.95 
£ 119.95 
£ 189 95 
£ 119.95 
£ 149.95 
£ 624.95 
£ 499.95 
£ 169.95 

i: 129.95 
£ 179.95 
£ 249.95 
£ 532.95 
£399.00 

£ 189.95 
£ 219.95 

Sony ST5311RDS 
Yamaha TX480L 

� £159.00 

£ 139.95 

CD PLAYERS 
AiwaXC300 

Arcam Alpha One 
' � £119.00 

£ 299.95 
Area m Alpha 5 (ex dem) 

Arcam Alpha 5 Plus 
Arcam Black Box 50 
Arcam Black Box 500 
Arcam Delta 250 Transport 
Arcam Delta 270 
Audio Alchemy DAC in the box 

Audiolab 8000 CDM 
Audiolab 8000 DAC 
Cyrus DA07 
Denon DCD615 
Denon DCD825 
Denon DCM340 Multi 
Kenwood DP2060 
Kenwood DP3060 
Kenwood DPR4060 Multi 
Marantz CD10 
Marantz CD5211SE £:.,24"9 
Marantz CD10 Factory Re-packs 

Marantz C 053 
Marantz CD63 
Marantz CD6lSE 

£ 349.00 

£ 469.95 
£ 449.95 
£ 749.95 
£ 749.95 
£ 799.95 
£ 199.95 
£1249.95 
£ 749.95 
£ 899.95 
£ 179.95 
£ 219.95 
£ 299.95 
£ 159.95 
£ 199.95 
£ 199.95 
£1199.95 
£229.00 
£899.00 

£ 199.95 
£ 249.95 
£ 349.95; 

Meridian 563 DAC £ 749.95 
Meridian 506 £ 874.95 
Meridian 500 Transport £1094.95 
Meridian 508 £1474.95 
Musical Fid E600 £ 599.95 
Musical Fidelity FCD £1499.95 
Nad 501 £ 179.95 
Nad 502 £ 229.95 
Nad 513 Multi £ 269.95 
Philips CD 720 . £ 129.95 
Pink Tnangle Cardinal Transport £ 749.95 
Pink Triangle Ordinal £ 789.95 

� i2�e
T��a�8iO�a capo f��:§§ 

Pioneer PDM603 Multi £ 249.95 
Pioneer PDS503 £ 199.95 
Pioneer PDS703 £ 249.95 

Pioneer PDS802 
Pioneer PDM703 Multi 
Quad 67 
Quad 67 ·CD (Ex Dem) 
Roksan ATT/DP2 Mkll Transport 
Rote! RCD930AX 
Rote I RC D940BX 
Rotel RCD965BX 
Sony C DP71 SE 
Sony CDPM302 
Teac CDP3Soo· � 
Teac 0700 Dac 
Teac P700 Transport 
Teac VRDST1 Transport 
Teac VROS7 
Teac VRDS1 0 
Teac VRDS20 
Technics SLPG360 
Technics SLPG560 
Technics SLPD667 Multi 
Technics SLPD867 Multi 
Yamaha CDX480 
Yamaha CDC645 Multi 

£ 349.95 
£ 299.95 
£ 824.95 
£659.00 
£1294.95 
£ 199 .95 
£ 249.95 
£ 299.95 
£ 249.95 
£ 129.95 
£ 149.00 

£ 599.95 
£ 899.95 
£ 499.95 
£ 599.95 
£ 769.95 
£1299.95 
£ 139.95 
£ 179.95 
£ 179.95 
£ 199 95 
£ 199.95 
£ 279.95 

0% FINANCE 
WE OFFER 0% FINANCE 
ON A WIDE RANGE OF 

HI Fl SEPARATES - SEE 
EXAMPLES OPPOSITE 

SEVE NOAKS 
S U P E R F 



TRUE MUSICAL 

quality hi ji products with style and value for 

The Gyro Dec has always been a 

class act. Beautifully styled, it 
looks like no other turntable and 

like all of John Michell's product it 
has the performance to match. 

After twenty years of success John 
Michell compliments it with 
products that are impossible not 
to recommend, like the Argo (pre 
amp), ISO (head amp), Alecto 
(stereo or mono power amps) and 
the new QC (power supply). 

At Sevenoaks Superfi you can 

audition these and other 

audiophile - vinyl replay 

equipment like the Pink Triangle 

Export Gti and Anniversary 
turntables. 

E600 

The E600 CD player is just one 
model from Musical Fidelity's new 

Elektra series. Together with the 

superb E100 (Integrated amp), 
E200 (Pre amp), E300 (Power 
amp) and ESOO (Tuner), it forms 

an outstanding range that 

compliments the A 1000 
(Integrated amplifier) and F Series 
components superbly. 

Our other audiophile CD players, 

Transports and DAC's include­
Audiolab, Quad, Roksan, Teac, 
Cyrus, Pink Triangle, Meridian and 
Arcam. 

cyrus 

The shoe-box styling of the Cyrus 
Ill is just one of the things that 
sets it apart from all the other 
amplifiers The sophisticated 
remote control allows you to 
adjust volume, input and balance 
from your armchair. 

Yet most important of all is the 
superb performance. If connected 
to the optional PSX-R (power 

supply) and suitable loud speakers 

the Cyrus Ill combines bass 
weight and slam with close 
attention to detail and neutrality. 

At Sevenoaks Superfi we also 
stock the DAD 7 (CD player), 

Discmaster (CD Transport), 
Dacmaster (DAC) and FM 7 
(Tuner) - contact us for your 
nearest Cyrus stockist. 

Craftsmanship, style and refined 
musical presentation are the 
hallmarks of Ruark loudspeakers. 
With the Talisman 11 (a product 
aptly named) Ruark truly have a 
product that enhances their 
reputation. 

A two-way bass reflex design, the 

superb Seas tweeter and bass/mid 
driver delivers the kind of 
controlled bass and engaging 
mid-range that will suit every 
musical palette. 

At Sevenoaks Superfi you will find 
the Ruark range, including the 

Swordsman + 11, Sabre, 
Templar, Paladin, Crusader 11 
and Equinox. 

We also stock many other quality 

loudspeakers from Castle, Kef 

Reference, ProAc, Monitor Audio, 
TDL and Mission. 

The superb S06 CD player is not 
just another black box. The first 

moment you set eyes on its 
unique styling - especially the 

bonded glass (mirror) top - you 

can understand how Meridian 
have built their reputation, with 
precision and attention to detail. 

Whether it's because they use top 
quality components as part of the 
18-bit delta-sigma conversion or a 
steel chassis and high mass 

drawer system, something is 
undeniably right - as music is 
always reproduced faithfully. 

To audition the Meridian range 
contact our branches in 

Sevenoaks, Chelsea, Watford and 
Witham (Essex). 

BRANCHES THROUGHOUT 
authorised dealers for most brands of quality Hi Fi. For a competitive quote please 

London Road 

• q.b'5� l' ... /1 g� 
� ;BI' CJO 

SEVENOAKS 

109-113 London 
Road 
0732 459555 

Sevenoaks Hi Fi 

BRIGHTON 

55 Preston Street 
0273 733338 

·��;;!!· CANTERBURY 

� "tl Lower 20a lower Bridge 

�a: Bridge St Street 

l� � I . " 

0221 462787 

d l ._. Sevenoaks Hi Fi 

• 13; 
Railway � 

Street en 

CHATHAM 

4 Railway Street 
0634 846859 

L_ ___ .J_ l .. _u Sevenoaks Hi Fi 

Ge�in Rd � � 
Enfield §In I� 

CHELSEA 

403 Kings Road, 
SW10 
071 352 9466 

CHELTENHAM 

24 Pittville Street 
0242 241171 

ENFIELD 

7 Genotin Road 
081 342 1973 

Sevenoaks Hi Fi 

North St 9 
• I� 

High St � 
Cl !!I 

ESSEX 

1 The Grove 
Centre,Witham 
0376 501733 

Sevenoaks Hi Fi 

GUILDFORD 

73b North Street 
0483 36666 

Sevenoaks Hi Fi 

Police 0 LEICESTER 

Charles Street 

1-----------'•1 [ 
Granby Street 

94 Granby Street 
0533 557518 

Sevenoaks Hi Fi 

OXFORD 

41 St Clements 
0865 241773 

St Clements St 
Sevenoaks Hi Fi 

A412 

TUNBRIDGE 

WELLS 

28-30 St Johns Road 
0892 531543 

WATFORD 

478 St Albans Road 
0923 213533 
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L_ A_s_o_A---'-_L.J Sevenoaks Hi Fi 
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EXPRESSION 
• hiji connozsseurs and music lovers 

audiolab 

8000a - 94 
Never a company to do things by 
half measures, Audiolab have 
updated their award winning range 
of amplification to include advanced 
film and dielectric technology, new 
power supply/transformer 
configuration. This enables all the 
new models - SOOOA-94, SOOOC-94, 
SOOOP-94 and SOOOM-94 to 
perform with a wider dynamic 
range, deeper bass and a 
significantly more open sound 
stage. 

We also stock top quality 
amplification from Arcam, Cyrus, 
Exposure, John Sheare, Meridian 
and Quad. 

Alpha 5+ CD 
Following the phenomenal success 

of the original Alpha CD, Arcam 
have made several technical 
upgrades and subsequent model 
changes- as time waits for no man. 

However they have stuck rigidly to 
their beliefs that audio performance 
and reliability out weighs fancy 
gimmicks and flashing lights. 

The new Alpha 5+ CD continues to 
impress. allowing this quality British 
manufacturer to truly say- I told 
you so. 

rote I 

RC 970 BXII 
Designed and developed in the UK­
like all of Rotels other products - the 
new (mark two) versions of the 
RC970 BX (pre amplifier) and 
RB970 BX (power amplifier) deliver 
performance and sound quality 
unparrelled at 1ts price. 
When you look back over the last 
twenty five years to the birth of the 
Hi Fi Separates. Rotel were there. 

Today they still offer an outstanding 
selection of quality products - more 
Best Buys, Recommended's and 
Award winners than any other 
manufacturer. 

marantz 

�---_. -. ---'��-
� :;;;: � 

0 N� "'Cl= " """' � � �""' 

CD 63SE 

Marantz are one of the audio 
pioneers with a passion for making 
recorded sound as enjoyable as the 
real thing. They call this a 
dedication to pure hifidelity and 
over the years it has lead the Hi Fi 
press to bestow awards on 
numerous products in their 
extensive range. 

With this in mind their new CD63SE 
has advanced digital replay. 
Incorporating top quality 
components, it ensures faithful 
musical reproduction and long term 
reliability. Another exceptional 
value for money product from 
Marantz. 

KX 580 
At first glance the KX580 may look 
a little too minimalist, yet beneath 
the flip-down front panel (located 
below the LED display) you will find 
an array of controls. 
State of the art noise reduction is 
available with Dolby S, as well as the 
more traditional Dolby B and C Use 
a quality high positive chro.me 
dioxide tape with the manual bias 
control and play trim, recordings will 
sound so good that its not 
surprising the KX580 won this years 
Best Cassette Deck Award from 
What Hi Fi! 

THE COUNTRY ... 
Car Park' I � 

. �� .. 
Smallbrook 
Queen sway 

Belgrave 011 (") Theatre JJ �� 
Spon St $ � 

BIRMINGHAM 
67 Smallbrook, 
Queensway 
021 631 267S 

Superfi 

COVENTRY 
16 Spon Street 
0203 223254 

• 1 .. §· ������·� Superfi 

DERBY 
56 London Road 
0332 360303 

HULL 
4 Dock Street 
0482 24051 

Superfi 

0Job • 

LEEDS 
7 King Edward Street 
0532 449075 

'-'C'- e'- n_; t_re.:_ __ _, Su perfi 

Momington Crsc LONDON f-11'�--:----1 2-4 Camden High ��;hd��e Street �����--1 071 3881300 11 Cay:v:� 
Superfi 

i I Debcr 
.m Market St 

��-

NOTTINGHAM 
15 Market Street 
0602 412137 

Superfi 

ER=ocki=:=:=.ng==;=h a=m=--1 -:l SHEFFIELD Gate if 1 Rockingham Gate, 
The Moor � 0742 723768 

� ���:;:::=� Superfi 

.c � STOKEON 
lecij ,.,, � TREN T : .. ,, "" 51 Picadilly, Hanley 1--P-ic-=a;;;;d;-i 1-'ly;__-i 0782 26501 0 

'----=·�=-----' Superfi 

Most, but not all, of the offers 
displayed are also available from 
our associates Superfi. Sevenoaks 
Hi Fi. and Superfi are not legally 
related and are separate 
commercial undertakings. 
All prices are valid until at least 
December 24th, 1994 

SEVE NOAKS 
S U P E R F 



130 HI-FI CHOICE BUYER'S GUIDE 
Key to loudspeakers Sens- output at given power input Price- typical retail, to nearest level. 
f��;�-2x, JX etc ·number of indepen- Impedance- in ohms. Power- maxi-
dent drive units, Pt- parted, 18- si�:-r;fgt����1:�t �mcfel��i�i���-ut. sealed, Active- dedicated active crossover, needs amps for each dri- i:�.��,�� ���������-1P{eeads���fe���n ���bA!oRof:r�t�f.O -b��� �ar��-t��·aira� The Directory for full test results. drive unit, Horn- horn loadin�. MC-moving coil, ESL- electrostatiC, CC-coupled cavity, Hybrid- dynamic bass/ESL or nbbon top. 

Key to recievers video signal routing. 
:tj�� �r����er���i���;��;s� g�w;:· R emote ·control. 

- Size· width x height x depth in cm. 
�������C::��i����cn�l,cb�1[fi·channels r:�t��c�� m�fl'����-i�l�eads���ie���n driven RMS Sohms, 2oHz· 2okHz. Wavebands · FM, L • long wave, M - The Directory for full test results. medium wave. Presets- number thereof. 
�r:,{����1�g ��/n�� l �W���1. tape, 
V- audio input or tape circuit with 

3 3 ... 
... ! ... 

.... 
� 

" 
�- '< i! � Model 

... 
Size Special .. .. .. 

! ... 
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" 
� :ll 

Model �- ii � Size Special 

I ' ' ' 
Spendor SP7/1 2000 2x 89 8 100 85,30,35 Floor standi no Wilson WHOW II 12500 Sub 98 88/65,36 Active subwoofer for WATT 
SpendOr SP1 00 2230 3x 90 8 100 37,70,43 Classic monitor, free space Yamaha NS·C80 99 90 6 80 14,45,17 
Speildor SP911 3300 3x 90 8 125 106,37,44 Floor standi no monitor Yamaha NS-E80 120 90 6 50 27,20,7 
Spica TC50 649 18 86 4 50 33,39,29 Free space, on stands Yamaha NS-C11 0 149 90 6 120 15,47,18 
§pica TC50SE 849 18 86 4 50 33,39,29 Free space, on stands Yamaha NSt OM 250 90 8 100 21,38,20 
I Spica TC50SEX 949 18 86 4 50 33.39.29 Free space, on stands lYP AI 199 IB 88 8 50 14,22,12 Wall mount 

Spica Angelus 1295 18 87 8 200 53,117,26 Free space, floor standi no lYP AIT 219 18 88 8 50 14,22,12 Magnetically shielded 
Tannoy 631 149 2xPt 87 6 70 19,34,15 Advanced 'silent' enc ZYP A2S 299 2xl8 88 8 50 22,14,12 Studio neartield monitor 
Tannov 632 189 2xPt 88 8 90 51,43,27 
Tanno¥ 633 319 3xl8 89 8 100 29,75,28 
Tannoy Subsat3 399 3xPt 88 8 120 11,16,9 Subsat system with ICT tech 
Tannoy 636 419 3xl8 90 6 120 29,75,28 
Tannoy 637 499 3xiB 91 6 150 33,86,32 

� ... � ., ... .. 
... � � 

� .. 

I 
3 

Model 5· � � � � Size Special .. 
Tannoy 625 595 Active 90 58,49,45 Servo, current drive subwoofer 
Tannoy 638 599 3xPt 91 6 175 33,96,32 8&0 Beomaster 7000 835 N 75 FM,M,L 20 MM,2L,2T y 

Tannoy DtOO 649 2xPt 89 8 120 25,36,22 6.5 inch Dual Concentric Denon DRA-365RD 250 N 45 FM,M 24 MM,3L,1T y 44,12,32 System remote 
Tannoy D500 1470 3xPt 91 6 175 31,93,34 8 inch Dual Concentric Oenon ORA-545RD 320 N 60 FM,M 24 MM,3L,2T y 44,12,32 ROS 

-Tanno StertliiOiW 1750 2x 93 8 150 48,70,31 Denon AVR-1 000 520 y 70 FM,M 16 MM,2L,2T y 44,15,33 Auto input balance 
Tannoy D700 2100 3xPt 93 6 200 37,99,36 10 inch Dual Concentric Dual CR9000RS 200 N 55 FM,M.L 30 MM,4L,2T y 44 
TannoyEdinburgh TW 2700 2x 95 8 180 66,102,42 Grundio R210 170 N 50 FM,M,L 59 MM,5L y 36,12.30 Gain switch, remote 
T annoy GRFM TW 3500 2x 95 8 200 80,100,48 Grundiq R2 250 N 50 FM,M,L 59 MM,5L y 44,14,30 ADS, Radio text, remote 
Tannoy Cantebury t2A 5500 2x 94 8 200 58,90,43 Harman-Kardon HK3300 379 N 20 FM,M MM,3l,2T y 45,13,35 
T annoy Westminster TW 6000 2x 99 8 200 Harman-Kardon HK3400 499 N 35 FM,M MM3L,2T y 45,13,35 
Tannoy Canterbury t5A 7000 2x 96 8 250 68,110,48 Harman-Kardon HK3500 699 N 50 FM,M MM,4L,2T y 45,13,35 
T annoy Westminster RQY< 13500 2x 99 8 200 98,139.56 Harman-Kardon HK3600 799 N 75 FM,M MM,4L,2T y 45,13,35 
TDL Near Field Monitor 120 2x 88 8 70 18,30,17 Harman-Kardon AVR-30 999 y 50 FM,M 16 MM,3L,3T,6V y 45,13,35 Dolby Pro Loqic 
TDL RTL2 300 87 8 80 20,73,22 Reflex transmission line JVC RX-212X8K 200 N 50 FM,M,L 40 MM,3L,1T y 44,13,34 4ch surround 
TDL RTL3 400 90 8 120 20,90,37 Reflex transmission line JVC RX-308BK 230 N 70 FM,M,l 40 MM,3L,1T y 44,13,34 4 channel surround 
TDL Studio 0.5 499 85 8 75 20,62,30 Transmission line .NC RX-508V8K 350 y 50 FM,M,L 40 MM,1L,3T y 44,13,34 5ch Oolby Pro Logic 
TDL Studio 1 699 2x 86 8 120 23,77,33 Transmission line bass .NC RX-808V8K 570 y 70 FM,M,L 40 MM,1L,3T y 44,16,40 5ch Oolby Pro Loqic 
TDL Studio 0.75m = 749 2xTLS 85 8 100 29,67,31 Metal dome tweeter Kenwood KA-A4060 230 N 80 FM,M 20 MM,3L,2T y 44,13,33 ADS 
TDL Studio 1 m 899 2TLS 86 8 120 23,77,34 Metal drivers Kenwood KR-V6060 350 y 100 FM,M 20 MM,3L,2T y 44,15,40 ADS 
TDL Reference Monitor 1999 87 8 350 30,119,47 Transmission line Kenwood KR-V7050 400 y 100 FM,M 20 MM,3L,2T y 44,15,40 ROS 
Teac LSX8 80 8 30 1 1,18,t t Marantz SR-63 330 N 80 FM,M,L 30 MM.3L,IT y 43,14,34 
Teac SWt 120 Sub 6 100 17,44,30 Coaxial, shtelded Marantz SR-73 599 y 75 FM,M 30 MM,3L,3T y 43,15,38 Dol by Pro Logic 
Teac S300 150 2x Pt 6 tOO 17,24,17 Marantz SR-82 899 y 75 FM,M 30 MM,3L,2T y 43,17,43 Dol by Pro Looic, multi-room 
Technics S8-CS55 80 2x Pt 8 60 25,43,25 Shelf/stand, shielded NAD 701 259 N 25 FM,M 24 MM,2L,1T y 

Technics SB-CS75 100 3x Pt 8 60 27,49,25 Composite mica cone mid NAD 705 329 N 40 FM,M 39 MM,2L,2T y 

T echnlcs SB-CS95 150 3x Pt 8 100 29,54,25 Composite mica cone mid Philios FR940 450 y 100 FM,M,L 30 MM,4L,4T y 44,14,30 Dol by Pro Logic 
Technics S8-EX2 180 2x Pt 4 100 24,48,29 Composite mica cone mid Pioneer SX-203RDS 200 N 35 FM,M 30 MM,2L,2T y 42,14.29 ADS tuner 
Technics S8-EX3 250 3x Pt 4 125 24,60,29 Mica diaphragms, separate LF b Pioneer SX·303RDS 250 N 50 FM,M 30 MM,2L,2T y 42,14,34 ADS tuner 
Technics S8-EX7 450 3x Pt 4 180 29,85,32 Mica diaphraqms, separate LF b Pioneer VSX-452 400 y 50 FM,M 30 MM,2L,2T,2V y 42,14,35 Oolby Pro-Logic 
Technics S8-MX1 000 2000 2x Pt 6 100 23,47,34 Floor standmq, separate LF ba Sansui RZ790 250 N 30 FM,M 30 MM,2L,2T y 

Technics S8-MX200D · 4000 3x Pt 88 4 125 35,91,43 Mica bass/tweeter Sansui RZ-3500 11 370 N 30 FM,M 30 MM,2L,2T y 

Totem Model One 995 Pt 87 4 120 17,31,23 Sherwood RXt 010 120 N 30 FM,M MM,2L,1T N 
Trianole Titus E 265 90 8 75 20,25,32 Sherwood RX2010 140 N 50 FM,M MM,3L,1T N 
Triangle Gamete E 399 91 8 100 22,28,40 Suits low powered valve amps Sherwood RX40 1 OR 180 N 60 FM,M MM,3L,1T N 
Triangle Scalene E 625 91 8 150 84,22,22 Suits for low power valve amp Sherwood RV5030R 330 y 80 FM,M,L MM,4L,4T y Dolby Pro Logic 
Triangle Norma 775 93 8 150 26,84,25 Suits low power valve amp Sherwood RV60 1 OR 350 y 100 FM,M,L MM,4L,4T y Dol by Pro Logic 
Triangle Alcante 999 92 4 200 22,100,22 Suits low power valve amp Sherwood RV6030R 400 y 100 FM,M,L MM,4L,4T y 

Trianole lcare 1350 92 8 250 99,22,28 Sony STRD311 230 y 60 FM,M,L 30 MM,2L,2T y 43,14,30 System remote 
T rianqle Calisto 1850 90 8 300 104,22,22 Sony STR0511 280 y 50 FM,M,L 30 MM,3L,2T y 43,14,30 Dol by Pro Logic 
Triangle Altair 2450 92 8 300 35,120,30 Proprietary tweeter Sonv STRD611 330 y 60 FM,M,L 30 MM,3L,2T y 43,14,30 Dol by Pro Logic 
Triangle Octant 3550 94 8 300 42,150,19 Ultra high sensitivity Teac AG-V3020 450 y 95 FM.M 30 MM,4L,3T y 44,16,38 Dol by Pro Logic 
UKD Operetta 595 Pt 88 8 70 22,30,26 Solid mahogany, stand mount Technics SA-GXt30Dl 230 N 60 FM,M,L 30 MM,2L,2 y 43,13,31 
UKO Callas Mahoqany 750 Pt 88 8 120 34,22,32 Solid maltooany, stand mount Technics SA-GX2300L 270 y 80 FM,M,L 30 MM,2L,2T y 43,13,31 Non-Dolby 
UKO Super Pavarotti 875 Pt 88 8 150 23,55,23 Solid mahooany, stand mount Technics SA-GX350L 330 y 80 FM,M,L 30 MM,4L,1T y 43,14,36 Dol by Pro Logic 
UKD Callas Walnut 895 Pt 87 6 150 34,22,32 Solid walnut, Focal drivers Technics SA-GX550L 450 y 100 FM,M,L 30 MM,3L,1T y 43,16,36 Dol by Pro-Loqic 
UKD Caruso 1850 Pt 88 8 200 22,97,28 Solid walnut, floor standinq Yamaha RX-360 240 N 40 FM,M MM,3L, IT y 

Vandersteen 2Ce 1395 4x 88 7 160 41,101,27 Free standino, phase alianed Yamaha RX-V470 400 y 50 FM,M MM,6L,2T y Oolby Pro Logic 
Visonic Oavid 5001 132 4-8 50 10,17,10 
Visonic Sub 4 154 4-8 100 36,49,31 
Visonic David 6001 163 4-8 60 13,20,12 
VISOnic Oavid 8001 228 4-8 80 t6,25,17 
Whartedale Centre Cube 49 Pt 87 8 75 14,13,12 Shielded centre speaker 

V> ... ... g " 
Model �· � � Size Special 

Whartedale Modus Cube 59 Pt 87 8 75 14,17,12 Shielded 
Whartedale CRS3 89 2x Pt 89 8 100 22,38,17 Stand/boohshelf mount Aiwa LCX-50 250 CO,R,T 10 Micro, full remote 
Whartedale Diamond VI 99 Pt 89 8 100 16,27,22 Stand/bookshelf mount Arwa NSX-270 280 CO,R,2T 20 Mini, remote 
Whartedale Modus Micro 109 2x Pt 86 8 75 14,23,12 Shielded Aiwa LCX-60 300 CD,R,T 25 Micro, front loadino CD 
Wiiailedale Modus Centr 119 Pt 87 8 75 46,14,12 Shielded centre speaker Aiwa LCX-65 300 CD,R,T 10 Micro, inc 25watt subwoofer 
Whartedale Diamond V 129 Pt 87 8 100 18,26,20 Stand mount, near wall Nwa NSX-400 300 CD,R 25 Mini, sinale box, 3-CD player 
Whartedale CRS5 129 2x Pt 89 8 140 26,48,20 Nwa NSX-340 300 CO,A,2T 25 Mini, 3-CD player 
Whartedale Modus Mini 139 ABR 86 8 75 14,39,12 Shielded two-way Aiwa LCX-7 300 CO,R,T 15 14,24,26 Micro 
Whartedale Modus One 159 2xPt 89 8 100 22,41,29 Stand/bookshelf mount Aiwa NSX-430 330 CO,R,2T 40 Mini, inc front surround spkrs 
Whartedale Modus Sub-b ss 179 Pt 88 8 200 57,23,38 Two channel double tuned sub-w Aiwa NSX-520 350 CD,R,2T 40 Mini, 3-CD player 
Wharledale Modus Three 199 2xPt 90 8 tOO 22,57,29 Stand/bookshelf mount Aiwa NSX-450G 350 CD,R,T 25 Mini, CD Graphics 
Wharledale CRS7 199 Pt 91 8 150 26,60,21 Aiwa LCX-9 350 CD,R,T 10 14,24,26 Micro, with 25watt subwoofer 
Whartedale Modus Frve 259 3xPt 90 8 125 22,65,29 Stand/bookshelf mount Aiwa LCX-70M 370 CD.R,T 30 Micro, 7 -disc CD player 
Vlharledale CRS9 299 Pt 93 8 160 31,80,28 Floor standing, three way Aiwa Z-650 370 CO,R,Tu,2T 20 Midi, 3-CD pia er 
Wharledale Modus Seven 339 3xPt 90 8 125 22,81,20 Floor standing Aiwa NSX-540 400 CO,R,2T 55 Mini, front surround spkrs 
Whartedale Modus One·T ree439 3xPt 90 8 150 22,109,29 Floor standing AiwaZ-1100 400 CO,R,Tu,2T 30 36,48,35 3 CO player 
Wilson Xt Grand Slam 0 3x 94 Three-way relerence Aiwa NSX -550G 430 CO,R,2T 40 Mini, CO Graphics 
Wilson WAP Puppy 5 5500 Sub 91 Passive sub for WAITs Nwa D636 450 CD,R,2T 40 Mini, 3-CO, front surround 
Wilson WAP Puppy 11 5600 Sub 91 25,53,35 Passive subwoofer for WATT Aiwa NSX-0737 500 CO,R,2T 50 Mini, 4-mode DSP 
Wilson WATT Ill 7700 2x 91 27,31,36 Aiwa Z-1700 500 CD,R,Tu,2T 75 14,24,26 Midi, front surround 

., ., ' ,. ' ., . I 

llVandersteen 2Ce j 1395 4x 88 7 160 41,101,27 Free standing, phase alioned I 
Aiwa Z-03100M 600 CO,R,Tu,2T 50 36,54,35 Midi, three CD, separates 
Aiwa NSX-0939 750 CO,R,2T 50 Dolbv Pro Logic, incl speakers 
1\il<>iUVO? ?70 rn Q ?T " ?Fi 1R ?d 
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Key to systems Size-main unit dimensions· width x 

Price -typical retail, to nearest height x depth in cm. 

������s ·CD· compact disc, R ·radio r:�t��,f� ��������� -
ip{::s���1e���n 

tuner, Tu-turntable, T ·cassette 
tape, The Directory for full test results. 
V -video si8"nal routing (composite 

and/or 5-V•deo). 

��:n
e����RV:�St

. 
power in watts, per 

Key to tuners ROS-Radio Data System, which pro-
Price ·typical retail, to nearest vides station lOs and sometimes 

���d�·- FM· VHF, stereo and hi-fi 
other data on the FM waveband. 
Size-width x height x depth in cm. 
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P���eO.� � �o�d��a:e��������t��i· 

r:����,f� ��.����h���.
ip,�ea

d
s���1e���n 

mono, N · Nicam digital T V  stereo 
sound. The Directory for full test results. 
Presets . total number o f  presets on 
all bands. 

"' ., ., g � "· <! 
Model 

" � Size Special .. .. 
g> ., ::l' c .. "' 

Model 
1;" g � Size Special .. 

Akai MX92ff 329 CD.R.P.2T 25 27,46,31 As MX92, with mini turntable Pioneer J·300 549 CD,R,2T,Tu 49 Sinqle pia CD with Smart tume 
Akai MX115 399 CD.R,2T 35 27,39,26 Graphic equaliser Pioneer N-1 OOW/M 549 CD,R,2T 100 Multi-play versron of N-1 OOW 

Akai RX590 449 CD,R,2T,P 38 27,31,33 3x CD player, Dolby B Pioneer J·400M 649 CD,R,2T,Tu 50 Six-disc multiplay, Oolby Surr 
Akai MX115T 449 CO,R,P,2T 35 27,48,31 As MX115, with mini turntable Pioneer lmoresso-3 749 CD,R,T 35 Separate components, CD with S 
Akai RX590T 499 CO,R,2T,P 38 27.40,33 As RX590, with mini turntable Pioneer J-500 779 CD,R,2T,Tu 65 Oolby Surround, seven band eou 
Akai RX690 549 CD,R,2T 50 27,40,33 3x CD player, Oolby B&C Pioneer J·SOOM 829 CO,R,2T,Tu 65 Six-disc multiplay version of 
Akai RX690T 599 CO,R,2T,P 50 27.49,33 As RX690 with mini turntable Pioneer J·V600 879 CO,R,2T,Tu 65 Dol by Pro Logic AN system, Mo 
Akal RX890 799 CD,R,2T 60 27,42,33 Virtual Room Simulator, RDS Pioneer lmpresso· 7 899 CD,R,T 45 As lmpresso 3, with ROS tuner 
Akai MX950 799 CO,R,2T 65 27,42,34 Triple CD, separates Pioneer J-700 999 CD,R,2T,Tu t15 CD with Stable Pianer mechani 
Akai RX890T 849 CO,R,2T,P 60 27,51,33 As RX690, with mini turntable Pioneer J·V600LD 1199 CO,R,2T,Tu 65 Includes PAUNTSC LaserDisc pi 
Akai RX890 Compo 999 CD,R,2T,P 60 64,78,35 RX890 with stand & AP A950 Samsung SCM6550 230 CD,R,Tu,2T 5 35,33,29 Midi, remote control 
Akai MX950 Compo 999 CO,R,P,2T 65 64,78,36 As MX950, with speaker stands Samsung MAX335 230 CO,R,2T 10 23.30,30 Mini, remote control 
Amstrad MC500 100 CD,R,T 3 t6,22,22 FM,MW 20 presets, bass boost Samsung SCM8100 300 CO,R,Tu,2T 20 36,37,26 Midi, remote control 
Amstrad Micro 1000 150 CD,R,T 5 15,20,26 15 presets, FM, MW, LW Samsung MAX370 300 CO,R,2T 20 45,32,34 Mini, remote control 
Amstrad Micro 1500 170 CD,R,T 5 15,20,26 20 presets, FM,MW,LW Samsuno SCM8300 350 CO,R,Tu,2T 20 36,37,30 Midi, equaliser, 5 CD carousel 
Amstrad CD3·500 200 CO,R,2T 5 28,34,30 Three disc CD player, FM, MW Samsung SCM91 00 430 CD,R.Tu,2T 30 36,47,29 Midi, remote control 
Amstrad Micro 2000 230 CD,R,T 5 17,28,23 20 presets, FM, MW, LW Sansui MS6901 420 CD,R,2T 50 18,26,34 
Amstrad Mini 3000 250 CO,R,2T 8 26,32.49 RDS tuner, mic mixino Sanyo SYS 220 300 CO,R.2T 15 36,36,37 

, Arcam Alpha 5 1200 CO,R 40 43,23,30 Based on Arcam separates San o MS1 300 CO,R,T 25 22,21,22 

I Arcam Alpha 6 1300 CD,R 50 43,23,30 Including Alpha 6 RIC amp 
Arcam Delta 2810 CD,R,T 75 43,37,34 Fully remote controllable 

Sanyo DC 010 300 CD,R,2T 15 27,36,32 
Sanyo DC-015 350 CD,R,2T 15 27,36,32 1 0 disc CD player 

B&O Beosystem 7000 245 CO,R,Tu,T 100 42,8,33 Components, speakers extra Sanyo DC·D40 400 CO,R,2T 30 27,36,32 10 disc CD player 
B&O BeoSound Century 995 CD,R.T 75,37,17 Wall mounted active speakers Sanyo SYS915 430 CO,R,2T 30 36,43,36 Four ·disc CD player 
8&0 Beocenter Overture 1100 CD,R.T 32,36,16 Audiomaster, replaces 2500 Sharp Mini C2400 230 CO,R,2T 10 61,32,31 Remote 3 disc CD changer 
B&O Beocenter 9300 1500 CD,R,T 80 76,11,34 Sharp System·S360E Mk 230 CD,R,2T 10 27,32,33 Remote control 
B&O Beosystem 2300 2150 CD,R 83,36,16 As 2500, without cassetle Sharo Midi COR160E 270 CO,R,2T 10 76,40,38 X·bass boost feature 
Oenon 0·65/S 640 CD,R,2T 30 27 wide Includes optional UK speakers Sharp System·S370E Mk • 270 CO,R,2T 25 27,32,33 Five band equaliser 
Denon 0·90/S 740 CD,R,Tu,T 30 27 wide ROS, inc optional UK speakers Sharp System CD170E 280 CO,R,Tu,2T 10 36,40,36 Remote control, auto-reverse 
Denon 0·1 t 0/S 870 CD,R,Tu,2T 40 27 wide ROS, inc optional UK speakers Sharp Mini S3460 300 CD,R,2T 30 63,32,30 3 mode programmed equaliser 
Denon 0·250/S 1000 CD,R,Tu,2T 50 27 wide ROS, inc optional UK speakers Sharo Midi CDR260 300 CO,R,2T 25 76,40,38 3 mode programmed equaliser 
Oenon D·F10/S 1150 CD,R,Tu, IT 50 All components sold separately Sharp System·08E 330 CD,R,T 12 15,19,26 Ultra compact 
Dual MS3700 600 CD,R,IT 50 Sharp Mini C4450 350 CD,R,2T 20 63,32,30 3 disc CD changer 
Dual MS2500 600 CO,R,2T 35 Sharp Micro XL 12E 399 CO,R,IT 50 48,23,31 
Goodmans System 700 600 CD,R,2T 50 Sharp Mini S64 70 399 CO,R,2T 100 63,32,30 
Grundig MC10 300 CO,R,T 25 t8,36,29 'Super Mini', Dol by NR Sony MHC 450 300 CD,T,Tu,2T 20 22,29,27 Remote, double cass deck 
Grundig M tO 330 CO,R,2T 22 27,37,34 Five band graphic & full remot Sony MHC 590 330 CO,T,Tu,2T Auto reverse 
Grundig M20 430 CO,R,2T 35 25,37,30 Spectrum analyser Sony Compact 190 330 CD,R,Tu,2T 9 35,48,34 
Grundig Fine Arts SI 750 CD,R,2T 50 44,45,30 Sony MHC 650 380 CO,T,Tu,3T 35 22,28,26 Full remote 
GrundiQ F111e Arts S3 770 CO,R,2T 50 44,37,30 Separates system Sony Compact 195 380 CD,R,Tu,2T 9 35,49,41 
Grundig Fine Arts S2 890 CO,R,2T 80 44,45.30 Separates system Sony Compact 290 400 CD,R,Tu,2T 30 35,48,35 
Grundig Fine Arts S4 1130 CO,R,2T 120 44,45,30 Separates system Sonv Compact 295 450 CD,R,Tu,2T 30 35,49,41 Full remote 
Grundig Fine Arts SS 1300 CO,R,2T 120 44,41,30 Separates system Sonv MHC CSOCO 500 CD,T,Tu,3T 30 22,33,32 Five-disc CD 
Hitachi AX1 0 300 CO,R,2T 20 23,29,28 lnc graphic equaliser Sony MHC 2900 500 CO,T,Tu,3T 40 22,28,26 Electronic EO 
Hitachi AXC1 0 350 CD,R,2T 20 23,29,28 6·disc , graphiC equaliser SCilly Compact 490 500 CD,R,Tu,2T 40 35,59,36 Five·disc CD 
Hitachl AXt 2 350 CO,R,2T 20 23,34,32 Graphic equaliser SCilly MHC C70CO 600 CD,T,Tu,3T 40 22,39,31 Five-disc CD 
JVC Adagio S20 370 R,CD,2T 30 25,27,35 Live surround Sony Compact Plus 590 600 CO,R,Tu,2T 60 43,48,39 Five·drsc CO, electronic EO 
JVC Midi -W48CO 430 R,CD,2T 30 36,50,34 Live Surround Sony Compact Plus 695A 800 CD,T,Tu,2T 60 Full size seoarates, Oolby P·L 
JVC Ada io S30 430 R,CD,2T 32 25,27,35 live surround, Karaoke Sony MHC4900 800 CD,T,Tu,3T 60 22,41,28 
JVC Adagio C33 450 R,C0,2T,V 30 25,33,34 Live surround. ?CD diSC system Sony MHC 5900AV 1000 CO,T,Tu,3T 60 22,41,28 UK sound, Dolby Pro Logic 
JVC Midi·W58CD 500 R,CD,2T 50 36,48,25 Bass compensator Sony Compact Plus 795A 1000 CD,R,Tu,2T 60 43,48,39 Dol by Pro Logic, Oolby S 
JVC Adagio S50R 500 R,CD,2T 40 25,36,35 Live surround, RDS Sony Compact Plus 995A 1500 CO,R,Tu,2T 60 43,47,42 Dol by Pro Logic, LaserOisc 
JVC Adagio C55 600 R,CD,2T,V 36 24,36,34 Advanced 7CD disc svstem Technics SC·CH404 500 CD,R,Tu,2T 35 27,42,34 Mini, including speakers 
JVC Adaqio S60R 600 R,CD,2T 45 28,36,35 Panoramic surround, RDS Technics SC·CH505 600 CO,R,2T 50 27,42,34 Mini Karaoke, rncludino speake 
JVC Midi·W78CD 750 R,C0,2T 60 36,57,29 Two channel surround Technics SC·CH575 650 CD,R,2T 50 27,42,34 Mini, multi·changer 
JVC Adagio G7 800 R,CD,2T,V 50 28,43,28 Panoramic surround Technics CD·X120 700 CD,R,2T 40 36,41,32 Midi, including speakers 
JVC Adagio G9 1000 R,CD,2T,V 55 28,43,28 Panoramic surround Technics SC·CH750 800 CO,R,2T 50 27,42,34 Mini, DSP, including speakers 
Kenwood UD-302 400 CD,R,2T 33 27,36,31 3·disc carousel Technics CD·X320 800 CD,R,Tu,2T 50 36,41,32 Midi, includlrKJ speakers 
Kenwood U0-502 500 CD,R,T,2T 55 27,41,31 Presence modes Technics CD·X520 900 CD,R,Tu,2T 60 36,41,32 Mrdi, includirKJ speakers, basi 
Kenwood M·28MG 600 CO,R,T,2T 30 36,56,38 Five disc CD carousel Technics SC-CH9090 1000 DCC,CD,R 60 27,42,34 DCC equipped m•lll system 
Kenwood UD·552 650 CO,R,2T 32 27,41,31 7 ·CD Bank system Technics SC·CH950 1000 CO,R,2T 60 27,42,34 Pro LogK;, soundfield speakers 
Kenwood M·58M 850 CO,R,Tu,2T 60 36,62,38 Oolby Pro Logic Yamaha CC70 600 CO,R,2T 50 28,33,34 YST acnve bass 
Kenwood HD-600 900 CD,R,Tu,T 40 27,40,35 'Audiophi!e' mini 
Kenwood UD-952 1000 CD,R,Tu,2T 70 27,41,31 Dolby Pro Logic 
Kenwood HO· t 000 1000 CO,R,T 40 27,40,35 MD & equaliser options ., 
Kenwood M·97G 1250 CD,R,V,Tu,2T 85 36,64,38 Oolby Pro Logic 
Kenwood M·97MG t300 CO,R,V,Tu,2T 85 36,64,38 Multi·CD 

., §' ! "' 
Model 5· � c Size Special .. "' 

Marantz 1010 900 CD,R.2T 45 42,77,31 System Link OperatiOn 
Marantz 1020 1000 CO,R,2T 45 42,77,31 Motorised Front Panel A1wa XT-003 120 FM,M,L 30 N 
Nakamichi S'space 7 1495 CO,R 40 Multi·CD, aux & tape input Aiwa XT-950 150 FM,M 24 N 
Onkyo L·909 1200 MM,3L,2T 70 Ciomponent system, 4ohm rated Area m Alpha 5 220 FM 16 N 43,8,27 Signal strength meter 
Panasonic SC-DH30 250 CD,R,2T 5 Arcam Delta 280 350 FM 20 N 43,7,28 Remote control, IF switching 
Panasonic SC·CH11 300 CD,R,2T 20 Aud1olab 8000T 750 FM,M,L 39 N 45,8,36 Switchable IF, muhng, mono 
Panasonic SC·CH33Z 370 CO,R,2T 30 Aura TU80 350 FM,MW 30 N 43,6,27 Chrome linish + £50 
Panasonic SC·CH150 430 CD,R,T, 20 18,25,28 51 cm wide, includiQg speakers AVI S2000MT 599 FM 16 N 31,25,9 RIG via system handset 
Philios FW21 300 CD,R,2T 12 26,30,22 Day Saquerra FM Ret 5457 FM 
Phllips AS44CD 329 CO,R,2T 20 36,38,29 Day-Seq S 8'dcast Mon 14640 FM 
Philips AS540CD 379 CD,R,2T 40 36,398,29 Den on TU· 260L 120 FM,M,L 20 N 44,8,24 Low impedance output 
Philips FW41 400 CO,R,2T 30 26,30,25 Den on TU· 380RD 190 FM,M 40 N 44,8,24 ROS RadiotexVEON 
Philips AS640CD 429 CO,R,2T 30 36,38,29 Five disc CD Oenon TU·580RD 220 FM,M 30 y 44,8,29 Variable IF bandwidth 
Phili s FW91 499 CO,R,DCC 60 26,35,26 DCC mini Goodmans GST650 90 FM,M,L 36 N 
Philips FS380 499 CD,R,DCC 100 44,50.30 DCC midi Goodmans Delta 700 100 FM,M,L 36 N 36,11,30 
Philips FW370 900 CO,R,OCC 75 36,50,35 DCC midi Grundi T1 130 FM,M,L 59 N 44,9,30 User station name, oain switch 
Pk>neer N-25 299 CO,R,2T 20 Double cassene, three-disc CD Grundig T31 0 140 FM,M,L 59 y 36,8,30 RDS (PS, CT, RT, PTY) 
Pioneer N·50W 349 CD,R,2T 50 One touch Karaoke, smart timer Grundig T2 170 FM,M,L 59 y 44,9,30 RDS (PS, RD 
Proneer J-200 399 CD,R,2T,Tu 50 Mic mixing, five band equalise Grundig T4 210 FM,M 59 y 44,9,30 ROS (PS, CT, RT, PTY) 
Pioneer N-70W 399 CD,R,2T 70 Double auto-reverse cassette, 
Pioneer N·70W/M 449 CO,R,2T 70 Multi-play version of N· 70W 
l'l!lll!J.llilhlOOW 499 CD.R.2T toO Double auto-reverse C<ISSP.ttf! 

., ., , . ' ., . I 

Aud1olab 80001 700 FM,M,L 39 N 45,8,36 Switchable IF, mutino, mono I 
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11 PRCHIFI&VIDEO have a fast,efficient and friendly 081•470 3499 
mail order service available.When placing an order, I LONDON BRANCH I please give credit card details and leave the rest to . . 
us. Once an order has been placed, our daily 44S/450 ROM FORD ROAD, FORECT GATE, Securicor service will make sure it arrives to you 

LONDON E7 BDF. TEL: 081_470 3499, quickly and safely. Carriage is only £8 per parcel for 
FAX: 081_552 2931. OPEN MON-SAT 9.30AM-6PM systems, and £5 for separates (UK only). 

11 I ESSEX BRANCH I 
95 CRANBROOK ROAD, ILFORD, ESSEX. 

� = THE PRC PRICE PROMISE: If prior to purcahse you TEL: 081•514 7449. OPEN MON-SAT 9.30AM-6PM 
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�� �e���;i�: ���;��: A P P R 0 V E D S T 0 C K I S T r- will try to beat the price at the time of purchase. 

WE GUARANTEE THE BEST DEALS 
_.._ ...... _ ...... 

CD52Mkll 
SONY 

STS311 

£149.95 

Th(;b._Qi.�s 1 
SLPG440 

SONY 
MDP850 
Laser Disc 

Player 
IN STOCK 

............... 

AWAJID WiNNER AWARD WINNER AWARD WINNER AWARD WINNER 

ur211-.�···········-·· . . ... .. .. £25.95 
OT311 �·-·· C9.95 
orJ:Jl " ........... ·M··-· 1:4.2..95 
OT511 .... -.. � ... . . .. _ . ... m.95 

HNdphonos now n stodl. 

lf1,1Gfiial 
SI'£AKERS 
AMS Midi Prx. £559.95 
AM3 Powmxl CAll 
AMS?twtf.rod CAll 
J.M7 PrX - £629..95 /IMt�� CALL AMJ . .. CAll 201/'J CALL 
:xllfl --- CALL 
001,16 . . .. ... . _ -·· CALL 

�l'allptllose-.en 
m�W��e•�l3tl5; 

IIMmi.!l 
V·100YYO SPlW<EA _ _ _ , [1 79.95 
5-\XIWlSSPEN<ER._ . . CAll S.SO W 1 S $PEAKER ____ . CALl 
S.70W1SSPEAKER _ ·-CALL 
��0���-::.:�� !MS • CALl 
S35 CAU. 
57'0 ----------· CALL 
S92D - .... . ---·- CALL :�sla!: ------CALL 
� - .- CALL 
SCl)'wtSSp:);jwr. £1351.95 

Blmil 
M,_, _______ , .. ..t::ZU9.W � 

--·- -· - £349.9'9 
Qlrwerla --- ... �C129.99 
Shluofie . £369..99 
Comet00.2 -- _, .......... . £165.00 
O:n:orlll .... ... ... ..... .. . £31U9 
Coom:l lOOCol'l!fo Spl<.r [109.95 
Conlro200Cor'MoSplo- £169.95 
Sum:11.nJ 40wpc t39.99 

PIONEER PDS 703 
KENWOOD KA3020SE 

MISSION 760i 
10 Metres Cable 
£479.95 

Save£100 

Mlot ti-A SYSTEMS 
M27 . . . .. .. ..... £l99.95 
M26MG . ... . . CALL 
M168G .. . . . t7•9.95 
M77MG -· t799.95 
M97G ... • . ............. CALL 
'-t17MG . CALL 
MS&t-.450PI'M'�CIIU.L 
,..CRO SYSTEMS 
MS-D7 . . CALL 
MINt H�Fl SYSTEMS 
U0-302 CALL 
U0-502 . . . . . CALL 
U0·351M . . . . ... . . £429.95 
U0-552 CAU U0·551M £529.95 UlH01 . . C599.95 
UlHSIM. . CALL 
U0-952 CALL M97MG CALL 
TURNTABLES 
F>100 -· CAU 
AMPLIFIERS 
KA 1060. 
Kl\2000. 
KI\J020SE 
KAJ02Q<\SW 
KA:JYJOA45W 

CALL 
.. .. CALL . ..... .. [169.95 
[139.95 

KA3060A ....... . 
KA4050R ... . 
KA4000R .... . 
I<:I\5020 80W ... . 

Kt\{;05QA KA-7050n . KAII3700 .. ... 
KAV7700 .. 
CASSETTE DECKS 

. [119.95 
CAU 

. CALl 
CALL 

. CALL 
, CALL 

CALL 
£2-451.95 
[469.95 

KX:JOOO .• . . .  CALL 
KX 50608 CALl 
KX 70005 CALl 
KX OOSOS ....... CALL 
KXW 4060 . . .. ..... CALL 
KX W 0060 . CALL 
KX W 9060 . CALL 
CO PLAYERS 
01'20<0 
DP:lOOO 
OPSOOO 

.CAU 
.CALl 

CALL 

OP 7050 . .. .... £249.95 1'601 ...... . . .. . . . ... . . £109,gs 
OP 7060 . . .. .. . .£249.95 760oSE. • ... . . . £129.95 OPR-4060 . .. .. ... ...CAU 780. ... .. CAll. OPM6650 . . ... . .... £199.95 780SE . CI.Ll 
CENffiESPEAKERS 781 .. . .... . .. . .. .... .... CAll CS6.......... . CALl 
CRS 15 . . . .. .. CALL 
GRAPHtC EQUALISERS GE28 ... .... . .. -CALL GE 70JO --·-- CALL 
KE2060 . . .. CALL 
RECEIVERS 
KRV6060Pfo-10gic . ... £299.95 
KRV7050 Pro-bg�c. . £329.95 
SUPER WOOFERS 
SW 500 sub wookK-$ .. ... CALL 
SW700 .. CALL 
SW900 . .. . .. CALL 
SURROUND SPEAKERS 
CMSES ... . .... . ... .. .... . CALL 
CM7ES . . . CAll 
TUNERS 
KT2000l. KT3050 ... 
KT6Q50L. 
KT2050 .. 

.. .CALL 
. ... [129.95 

.. ..... CALL 
. ......... £:109.95 

ltl.blf.:i.l41 
CO PLAYERS 

CO PlAYERS 
DADS .. 
OACS. 
cos . 

COl 

.. .. CALL 
. ....... ........ CALL 

. ... . CALL 

COI<IO.... . . ........ t329.99 
COI210T1EPtldt� . . . CAU. 

OIGITALCONPACTCASSETTE OCC600 .. . .. £1711.99 

SPEAKERS 
S4IS6IS8tS 1 0 ... .. . 
LS5C)'tS70fl.S90 . 

MJIMWoathorMJ . .. ... CALL 
115CEHmESPEAKERS 
CS tOO . . . . . CALL 
CS250 ... .... . ......... CALL 
CS3SO ... . --·-· .... . ... CAll 
HOME CINEMA SYSTEMS 
RM300031)iocoSyseom 
125\¥ _, . .. .. ..... CAU 
RM 5000 4-ptOCO Systom 250w . . ... .. . .  CALL 

Compiekl range in stock 

-
REL SUB BASS S YSTEM 
STRATA . . . . . . . . . ... . CAU. 
STUDIO----.. .... .. . . . . . .. . CALL 

LlniiU.UUi 
ALL HEADPHONES AT 
AFFOROABl£ PRICES 

COS2Mcll . . .£:139.95 C052SEMkll.. CALL 
0J53.. . ... ... . .... .. CAll 
COG:l . . • .. .. . CALL 
CO 72SE . . CALL 

MUwiEM IM!Ailil 
CO tO .. £ 999.95 
CO 12 . CALL 
RECEIVER 
SRSJ 
SRWL 
""63 SA73 . . . 
SR62 

CAU 
. CALl 

CALL 
.. .... CALL 
...... CALL 

DIGITAL COMPACT 
CASSETTE 
IJ0820CC 
00920CC 
AMPUAERS 

t199.95 
.. CALL 

PN32. ... . ....... ..... . .CALL 
PM700AVPro-logic ... 049.95 

PM44SE . . . ...... .... ... [149.95 
PMot45EMkH .. ..... . .. ...... CALL PM52SE ... .. ..... £299.95 
PN54SE . .. ..... t219.95 

PM80SE . ... ...... CALL 
PM63 .. ... CALL 

PM43 . . ... CALL 
PMSJ • .. ....... CAU 
PM BOil .. . . . . .. . ...CALL 
AV 500 Pro Amp . . ·-· ..... CALL 
MI\500�AIT(I. .CALL 
CASSETTE DECKS 
5052 . .£119.95 

MtNIH�FISYSTEMS 
N-50W . CAU 
N-70W 
N-70WfJ 
N-100W .. 
N·IOOWM 

.. . .......... CAU 
. CALL 

CALL 
CALL 

MIDI HI·FI SYSTEMS 
J40 .. (699.95 

CAU 
. . .. CALL 

. . .  CALL 

.1200 J:lOO . . 
J400M ........ 
J500 ·--· 

JSOOM. 
.MlOO . 
JV600LO . . 
JV700 
lmpr9SSQJ 
\mpr(ISS()7, 
AMPUAERS 

CAU 
. ... CALL 
. .... CAll 

. .... CALL 
CA.LL 
CALL 
CALL 

AJOOX Award Wnii!IJ( CALL 
A400 .. .. .  CALL 
I\400X . ..CAU. 

AUDtoYISUALAMPUFIERS 
V$A JOJ . CALL 
IISA 701S . • . ... CALL 
VSAOOOZS •... . CALL 

='���1
-
�YSTEMS 

... . eAU. MI-te 550 . . . CAlL MHC650 . . .CALL MHC2900 . . . . CAll 
t»K;C33 .. . . CALL MHC C70 . . CALL Mt-tC4900 .. . .. . .. . .... CALL MHC 590011 . . . •  CALL MHC 790011 -· CALL 
MUMH�SYSTEMS COMPCA T tOO... . .. CALl 
COMPACT 195 CALL 
COMPACT290. CALL 
COMPACT295... CALL 
COMPACT 490 . . . CALL 
HOME CINEMA RECEIVERS STRO!i15 ... .. .. CA.l.L STROtiiS . ... . . . CALL 
TMV 5700 ,CALl 
HOME CINEMA SYSTEMS 

���� ... . . g:tt 
SAVA3 ... . . . CALL SI\ VI\! ... . . . .. . .... ...... CALL 
CASSETTE DECKS 
TCK2158. .. ... CALL 
TCK411B.. £149.95 
TCI<:4150. CALL 
TCKSISS . . .. . . .. CALL 

S0 53 CALL AUDIO VISUAL RECEIVER TCK611SQolbyS t239.95 
TCW R445B .. CALL S063 

80415 CAU VSX 452 CALL 
TCWRSotSB CAU CALL 

VIDEO PROJECTOR 
VP.SOOVIdooProiot:lor. CAU 

Full range ol Maraot.r: HI·FI 
scpera1cs available 

SPEAKERS 
7Jh....... CALL 732 .... CALL 
133 . CALL 7� . . . . . .  CALL 
735 ... CALL 
rJG .. . ... . . ...... . . . . ... ... . .. .. . CALL 
736Contl05po..'lk{tl . .  CALL 
7JPS .... . CALL 

PRC BEST BUY 

LASER DISC PLAYeRS 
CLOMS CALL 
Cl0900 .... .... .... CALL 
CLO 950 . CAll 
Cl.O 1950. . .  ... .. CALL 
Cl02850 -- .. £ 499.95 
CLD 2950 . CALL 
CLO t6QK(K<J(ooko) •. CALL 

TUNERS 
F20JAOS. 
FJOJROS 
F502AOS 

CASSETTE DECKS 

CALL 
. . CALL 

... .. CALL 

Full range av&il�o 

REAR PROJECTION TV 
$0--M\407 .. . . . CALL 
SO-T4000 CALL 
SO·TSOOO CALL 

TCW R&ISS . ... . CALL 
COMPACT OtSC PLAYERS 
COP J 1< . .... . •. CALL 
COPC345 .... CALL COP 715E ... CAll. 
a:>P915E CAll CDPCX151 .. CALL 

g�ll� 1�:1.)- : ... �:tt 
OAT RECORDERS 
OlC60ES 
TUNERS STSJ11LB .. . 
STSSOSES . . 
MINI DISC MOSSOI 

CAU 

£:149.95 
. ... CALL 

CALl 
LASER msc PLAYER 
MOP 850 ... CALL 

RJLLRANGEOFSONY 
SEPARATES STOCt<ED 

SOLID 
SURROUND SOUND 

PACKAGE 
2 PAIRS TEAMS 

+ CENTRALE 
RAP� 

£CALL £299.99 
PRC BEST BUY PRC BEST BUY 

- . 

M101 H�R SYSTEMS 
CO.X S20 Z . 
CO-X 32QZ 
C0-X I20Z 
WNIHI--ASYSTEMS 
SC-cH-t04. 
SC-CHSOS SC.CH515 . 
SC-Ct-1750 ... 
SC-019090 . . SC..CH950. 
ANPLIAEflS 

..CALL 
. ... CALL 

CALL 
.. ..... .  CAll 

. .... CALL 
CALL 

SUA900.. . ..... C329.95 
SU A700 . . ...... CAll 
SUMOO. .... .. . .. £169.gs 
SUVSOO . CAll 
SUV300 . ....... . . .. CALL 
SUA900Mk2 . . . CAU 
SUA800Mk2.. . ... CALL 
CASSETIEOECKS 
AS TA979 . CALL 
RSTR$75 ... . . CALL 
AS ffi47<1. . .. CALL 
AS TRJ1J .... .. . CA-Ll 
ASBX747 , CALl 
BS BX 701 . CAll 
fiS BX6-16 . [189.95 
AS BXSOI . ... .. .. ..... . . . .. CALL 
CD PLAYERS 
SLPS7"0 ... .... . CALL SL PS&tO . . CAll 
SLPJ36AMIOI . . .. CALL 
Sl PJ28 MIDI . .  CALL 
SLPG340 .£135.00 
SLPGJ60 . . .. . CALL 
Sl PG-440 . . [145.95 
Sl�60 t129.95 
SL PG560 . CAll 
Sl P0667 CALL 
SL P0067 . . CALl 
PORTABLE COPLAYERS 
SL XP570 . tt89.95 
Sl.XP150 ... t87.9 5 
Sl.X P 350 . tl29.95 
GRAPHtc EOUALIZERS 
SH GET'OK CAU. 
SHGEOO CALL 
RECEIVERS 
SA GX350 t2-49.95 
SA GXSSO CALL 
SlGX !;i.JO CALL 
SA GXSSO Pro·loyic ...... . CAll 
SAGX 670Pro·IOglc CALL 
TUNERS 
ST G TOL .. . . . ... CALL 
S TG650 ... . .. .. .. .. .. . ..... CALL 
ST G550 .. . CALL 
ST610 CALL 
TURNTABLES 
Sl1210Mkll _ .. . .. .... . . . CALL 
St 1200Mkll 1:399.95 
Sll20 - ·-- CALL 
SLB022S. .. CALl. 
Sl.B020. . . 1:99.95 
DIGITAL COMPACt CASSEnE 
RSOC10 [579.95 
ASOC6 CALL 

P IONEE:n 
CT95 

£PHONE 
PRC BEST BUY 

-. .. ...... ..... . 

CD63 

HOME CINEMA 
AX-'1470 ... . 

DSP-1\780 
DSP-1\970 ..... . .  
OSP·I\2070 . .  . 
OSP-E200. 
DSP·ESOO. 
O SP-ElOOO 
NS-EOO 
NS.COO .. 
OSP-COO .... 
OSP-C110 
YST-SWSO .... 
MINt HI Fl SYSTEMS 
CC-70W 
CO PLAYERS 
COX-400 
COX·580 
COX-680 . .. . 
COC-645 .. 
AMPUAERS 
AX-ooo 
A X -410 
,A,X-570 . •  

CASSETIE DECKS 
KX <JOO . 
KX·480 
KX-500. 
KX-670 ... .. 
KX·W282 
KX-W482 
KX·W952 . . . . CAll 

FULLRANGEOFYAMAHA 
SEPARATES STOCKED 

POLK 

11 
SPECIAL OFFER 

PRCBESTBUY 

SONY 
TCK6115 

- : 
I 

£239.95 

PRC BEST BUY 

ro · 
CE lj 100 · � 

. - ' 9 .�5 
... PRC BEST BUY 

..oo.siil 
AM7-£629.9� t I 
AM5-£559.95' 

"lnc.PIX 
your speakers 
PRCBESTBUY 

WHARFEDALE 
SPEAKERS 
415R�l'­

£99.95 
420RR� 

£79.95 
425RRP-90-

£129.95 
DDr tU:CT Oil V 



... 
"· 
" Model 

.
.. 

219 
llU9400( 
llU9600( 

I .NC FX362BX 
I JVC FX-572R 

JVC FX"'f010 
I Kenwoo1 m 

Kenwo01 160L 
I KenWOOI 150L 
I KenWOOI �1-til 

Unn Kre 
I Maonum tvnalab FT 
[-Magnum lynalab FT1 01 
I Magnum Ftl01 Etude 

Maiiintz ST ·53 
Maiai1f2ST -63 
Marantz ST-72L 
Mcliitosh MR7083 

I Meridian 504 
I Meridian 604 
I Michi RHT-10 
!'Mission GvruSFM7 
I Musical FidelitYE500 
I Musical elity FT 

aim NA 
a> m 

nix 
Onkyo t-401 
Onkyo r 430RDS 

rOnkyo T -409 
I Onkyo T-450RDS 
I Onkyo T:;nTRDS 

Onkvo R�DS 
I Philips T93C 
I Pioneer F-203RDS 
I Pioneer F-303RDS 
I Piooeer F-502RDS 
I Quad FM4 

luad FM66 
I Hotel HI �:JUAX 
I Rotel RT950BX 
I Rote! RT990BX 

Sansui TU-X31 
Sansui lU-X51! 
She"'rwOO<fTD1 i20 
iherwood m nuc 

Sony STS211 LB 
Sonv lTS: 11LB 

1 sonv IS! 15tS 
Teac r-x4 )30 
fech ics T-6T350 
T echr iCs ST -GT550L 
T echmcs ST -GT650L 

I Yamaha TX-3b 
I Yamaha TX-470 

Model . , 
Akai AP A950 

I Alohason SOna a 
AI hason Sonata/Atlas 
Alphason Symphony 
Ariston Pro-1200 
Audiomeca Romance 
Audiomeca J 1 
Audiomeca J1/SL5 
B&O 7000 
Basis Ovation 
Basis Debut Gold Std 
Basis Debut Suctioo 
DNM Rota 1 
DNM Rota 2 
Dual GS3700 
Dual CS435 
Dual CS503-2 

ua 505-4 K 
Dual CS750-1 
Dual Golden One 
Genexxa Lab-710 
Genexxa lab-81 0 
Goodmans Delta 700 
Kenwood KD-491 F 
Kuzma Sta� 

299 
499 
130 
200 
300 
120 
140 
170 
300 

1995 
550 
825 

1250 
170 
249 
300 

2095 
595 

1350 
895 
400 
499 
899 
499 
9 

1453 
420 
160 
190 
230 
260 
28( 
420 
160 
130 
18( 
250 
434 
532 
175 
200 
510 
170 
220 

90 
100 
120 
130 
200 
250 
120 
140 
190 
230 
130 
160 

... 
"· 
g 

179 
835 

1235 
1860 

160 
1675 
2500 
4250 

505 
4950 
7250 
8550 
2850 
4000 

85 
130 
170 
200 
350 
500 

60 
70 
55 

100 
1200 

Ke y to tune rs RDS ·Radio Data Syste m, which pro-
Price -typical retail, to ne arest vides station lOs and s ometimes 

G��d�-- FM· VHF, ste re o and hi-fi 
othe r data on the FM waveband. 
Size ·width x he ight x depth in cm. 

f;,P����.�: ���Wa��[������t��i- r:�t��,f� ����l�h
o

t
i��-

i�l�e
a
d
s ���re���n 

mono, N · Nicam digital TV ste re o 
s ound. The Dire ctory for full test res ults. 
Pres ets -total numbe r of pres ets on 
all bands . 

!i'l' 
... 
I "" .. ... Cl 

Size Special .. en 

FM.M 7() 145,8,38 
FM,M 24 • 45,8,33 
FM,M 24 45,8,33 

I FM,M,L 40 N 44,8,30 
I FM,M,L 40 y 44,8,3C 
I FM. M. 4C N �4,W,30 
I FM,M,L 30 N [ 44,8,26 
I FM,M,L 30 N [ 44,8,26 I Built-in timer, RDS 
I FM,M,L 39 y 44, 1,28 I IF selector, ADS 
I FM.M 39 y [44, 10,33 [ IF switch, two antennae, RDS 
I FM 80 N [32,8,33 I Dual aerial capability 
[ FM N I Analogue, black finrsh 
I FM N I Analogue, black fin1sh 
I FM N I Analogue, black finish 
I FM,M,L 59 N 1 42,9,30 D-bus 
I FM,M, 59 y [42,9,30 I 0-bus 
I FM,M,l 59 y [42,10,34 I D·bus, IF sw1tch, local switch 
I FM,M 16 N [ lntertace to Mclntosh remote c 
I FM 30 N [ 33,9,34 I System handset 
I FM 30 N 
I FM 16 _N [47,8,34 I Remote control 
I FM 29 N [ 22,8,36 I Remote control bus 
I FM 20 N [ 44, 12,35 I AGCAF switch 
I FM 20 N [ 49,12,33 I Remote control, bandwidth limi 
I FM N 1 21,16,3( 
I FM N [21� 16,3( 
I FM N [21,16,3( 

FM N [ 75,23,37 ' In-house front end 
I FM,MW 40 N [ 46,8,31 
I FM/MW 30 y [ 46,9,30 
I FM,MW 30 N 1 28,8,3( Mini component 
I FM.MW 3( 1 46,9,31 
I FM.MW 30 y [28,8,30 I Mini component 
[ FM,MW 30 y [ 28,12,33 I Mini component, incl timer 
I FM,M,L 40 y [ 44,11,30 
I FM,M,l 30 y [ 42,8,29 I RDS at very budoet price 
I FM,M 40 y [42,8,29 I ADS with FON 
I FM,M 40 y [ 42,9,34 I 2 ariel inputs 
[ FM 7 N [ 33,7,21 
[ FM 19 N 1 33,8,26 I For use with Quad 66 svstem 
I FM,M, 20 N 1 44,8,26 
I FM,M, 20 N [ 44,8,24 
[ FM 16 N [ 44,8,29 I Remote control 
I FM, M 20 
I FM, M 30 
I FM,M 24 N 

FM,M 30 N 
FM,M 30 N 
FM,M,L 30 N 43,9,30 Station naminq 
FM,M,L 30 y 43,9,30 ADS EON, 'Autobet1cal' select 
FM.M. 3C y 43,9,35 UK optimised sound 
FM,M 20 N 44,9,28 
FM,M,L 30 N 43,7,30 
FM,M,L 39 N 43,7,31 Remote control capable 

I FM,M,L 39 y 43,10,31 Class AA, remote control ready 
I FM,M,L 40 N 
I FM.M 40 _N N 

en 

� 
.., 
I 1i! Size Special 

M 33/45 44,12,35 lnc cartridge 
M 33 Motor unit, suspended 
M 33/45 Motor unit inc PSU 
M 33/45 Motor unit & PSU 
M 33/45 Semi-pro disco deck 
M 33/45 With Romeo unipivot arm 
M 33/45 50, 40, 2 Top of the ranqe model 
M 33/45 50, 40, 2 With parallel trackinQ arm 
Auto 33/45 42,8,33 lnc MMC2 cartridge, RIAA pream 
M 33/45 58,42,14 Lead/brass, record clamped 
M 33/45 58,42, t9 Belt drive, hioh mass, four po 
M 33/45 58,42,19 Includes suction planer 
M 33/45 59,14,37 Includes arm and cartridqe 
M 33/45 59,14,37 Includes arm and cartridge 
s 33/45 36, 36, 9 Midi-sized turntable 
F 33/45 44, 36, 1 Turntable includes cartridqe 
s 33/45 44, 13, 3 Turntable includes cartridqe 
s 33/45 44, 15, 3 Turntable inc cartridoe 
s 33/45/78 44, 14, 3 Turntable includes cartridDe 
s 33/45/78 44, 14, 3 Piano finish CS750-1 
M 33/45 Includes MM cartridge 
s 33/45 Includes MM cartridge 
s 33/45 36,90,37 Part of Delta system 
A 33/45 44,10,39 Includes cartridge 
M 33/45 51 18 4 Belt driven external PSU 

k 
"""'.. 

Model 

Kuzma Stabi Ref/PS 
Linn Basik 
Linn LP12 Basik 
Linn LP12 Valhalla 
Linn LP12 LillgO 
Manticore Madi!gal 
Manticore Mantra 
Manticore Magister 
Michell�o 
Michell M)'cro/arm 
Michell Gyrodek 
Michell Gyrodek/arm 
Moth Aiamo 
Moth T umtabte 
Moth Kanoot Mk I Arm 
Moth Kanoot Mk Ill Arm 
NAD 5120 
N'ham Spacedeck 
N'ham Illusion 
N'ham HyperSpacedeck 
N'ham Gre@ic 
N'ham Mentor 
N'ham Mentor Ref 
Ori in Live Oasis-S =· 

Pink Trian le �art GT 
Pink Trian le Anniv 
Pink Triangle Anniv/PSU 
Pioneer PL-225 
Pioneer PL -335 
Pro-·ect 0.5 
Pro-'ect 1 
Proj_ect UEl 
Pro-ject 2 
Pro-ject 2/0rtofon 
Pro-'ect 6 
Pro:lect 6/0rtofon 

� Rivelin Audio Ecli{lse 
Roksan Radius 
Roksan Radiusff abriz 
Roksan TMS 
Sherwood PS 1870 
SME Model 20 
SME Model 20A 
SME Model 30 
SME Model 30A � 

Son_yPSL.X150H 
SqPSLX431B 
S stemdek V920 
S stemdek IIX/900 
Systemdek 1/920/Moth 
S stemaek t!XE/900 
Technics SL -8D20 
Technics SL-BD22 
Technics SL-1210Mkll 
Technics SL -1200Mkll 
Thorens TD-180/AT91 
Thorens TD-280 fV/UK 
Thorens TD-166 Vt/UK 
fhorens TD-166 VIIUK 
Thorens TD-166 Vt/UK 
Thorens T0-3001 BC 
Thorens T0-2001 
Thorens TD-3001/UK 
Thorens TD-520= 
T ownshend M kill Rock 
Voyd The 
Vo d 0.5 
Voyd Reference 
VPI HW-19Mk3/PLC 
VPI HW-19Mk4/PLC 
VPI TNT Junior 
VPI TNT Series 3 
Wilson Benesch 

20 

� 
Q" 

3000 
349 
745 
894 

1345 
570 
890 

3800 
397 
539 
765 
907 
175 
199 

. 249 
299 
110 
600 
600 

1200 
1200 
2200 
4800 

899 
890 

1695 
2050 

120 
150 
145 
185 
209 
249 
275 
379 
435 
699 
198 
198 
260 

1595 
495 
695 

2500 
70 

2683 
3976 

10166 
11460 

90 
150 
136 
230 
235 
330 
140 
160 
430 
430 
180 
200 
200 
270 
300 
630 
700 
770 
900 
799 

1570 
3368 
6500 
2150 
2950 
3500 
6000 
1550 

136 

HI-FI CHOICE BUYER'S GUIDE 133 

Ke y to turntables. Size· width x he ight x depth in cm. 
Price -typical retail, to ne arest 

Spe cial- Cartridge and/or arm indud-������ · 33, 45 and /or 78 re volutions e d  etc. 

�e r  minute. 
ype -A -Auto, that is , automatic ptay i:�t�d'l� m����d;��-

1�t�e
a
d
s ���re���n 

initiation, and arm return at e nd o 
s ide. The Dire ctory for full test res ults. 
5- Se mi, arm lift or ar m return at e nd 
of s ide. M · M anual. 

en 

� 
.., 
m .., � Size Special .. 

M 33/45 Two motor. belt driven 
M 33/45 45,14,36 Complete with Akito arm 
M 33 45,14,36 Non crystal motor drive 
M 33/45 45.14,36 Electronic PSU, uporadable 
M 33/45 45,14,36 Outboard high grade PSU 
M 33/45 46,36,12 Turntable 
M 33/45 46,36,12 Turntable 
M 33/45 57,46,18 Special order onlv 
M 33/45 46,14,34 
M 33/45 46,14,34 Includes Rega R8300 arm 
M 33/45 53,19,41 Optional outboard PSU 
M 33/45 '53,19,41 Includes Reqa RB300 arm 
M 33/45 Comes with RB250 arm 
M 33/45 Split-plinth desi n 
M 33/45 lnc Rega RB250 arm 
M 33/45 lnc � RB300 arm 
s 33/45 Includes arm 
M 33.45 
M 33/45 
M 33/45 
M 33/45 
M 33/45 751b allov or graphite platter 
M 33/45 1501b platter, oraphite top 
M 33 Suspended turntable 
M 33/45 46,15,37 Su�nded turntable, acrylic p 
M 33/45 45,15,37 Two box reference deck 
M 33/45 45,15,37 Batt�ryPSU version of above 
s 33/45 42,10, 36 Belt drive, fitted cartridoe 
A 33/45 42,10,36 Belt drive, titled cartridoe 
s 33/45 42, 1 t, 3 With Ortofon OM5 cartridge 
M 33/45 42, 11, 3 With Ortofon 51 0 cartridge 
s 33,45 42,11,32 Semi-auto version of Pro-ject 
M 33/45 46, 12, 3 MetaVglass platler, clamp 
M 33/45 46, 12, 3 With Ortofon MC1 cartridoe 
M 33/45 46, 17, 3 Suspended turntable 
M 33/45 46, 17, 3 As above, with Ortofon MC15 
M 33/45 46,17,3 With Sumiko arm 
M 78 45,13,37 As Rega Planar 2, 78 on I 
M 33/45 45,13,37 Includes RB250 arm 
M 33/45 45,13,37 Includes RB300 arm 
M 33/45 45,13,38 Motor unit 
M 33/45 45,12,35 Motor unit 
M 33/45 45,12,36 As above, with Roksan arm 
M 33/45 45,12,35 Reference motor unit 
s 33/45 Budget turntable with arm 
M 33/45/78 42,16,32 Precision turntable 
M 33/45/78 42,15,32 As above, with SME Series V ar 
M /78 45,22,35 Flagship turntable 
M 33/45/78 45,22,35 As above, with SME Series V ar 
s 33/45 43,10,36 Player, with MM cartridge 
A 33/45 43,11,36 Pl�r. auto rec size select 
M 33/45 Semi-suspended deck 
M 33/45 Full suspended desion 
M 33/45 As above with RB250 arm 
M 33/45 As above with separate PSU 
s 33/45 43,10,38 Bait drive, includes T 4P cartr 
s 33/45 43,10,38 Bait drive, includes T 4P cartr 
M 33/45 46,17,36 Quartz DD, no cartridge 
M 33/45 43,10,38 Quartz DD, includes T4P cartri 
s 33/45/78 Elelt drive, inc Stanton 500 c 
s 33/45/78 Electronic belt drive, AT95E 
M 33/45 Blank armboard, cut to shape, 
M 33/45 lnc TP50 manual arm, AT95E 
M 33/45 With R�a RB250 arm, no cart 
M 33/45 No arm, various armboards avai 
s 33/45 Includes Thorens TP90 arm, no 
M 33/45 Suspended , Reoa arm no cart 
s 33/45/78 Thorens TP90, pitch control, n 
M 33/45 Headshell end arm damp1no 
M 33/45 51,16,42 Ori inal three-motor model 
M 33/45 51,16,42 Upgraded standard Vovd 
M 33/45 51,16,48 Turntable, polycarbonate platl 
M 33/45 External PSU, belt driven 
M 33/45 As above, TNT platter/bearing 
M 33/45 Poor mans TNT Series 3 
M 33/45 Unique platter and drive 
M 33/45 High-tech turntable 

. I 

M 33/45 Semi-suspended deck 



BUYING 

REAL HI-FI. ? 
•• • 

Hear the difference. 

WHERE DO YOU START? Pick up a couple of your favourite COs 

N. ENGLAND 
Alderley Edge (Cheshire) 
Aston Audio Ltd - 4 West Street -
0625 582704 
Blackpool 
Norman Audio - 216 Church Street-
0253 295661 
Congleton (Cheshire) 
Congleton Hi-Fi - 1 A Duke Street -
0260 297544 
Crewe (Cheshire) 
Norman Audio - 1 06 Victoria Street 
. 0270 211091 
Oarllngton 
Hi-Fi Experience - 17 Coniscliffe 
Road· 0325 481418 
Gateshead 
Lintone Audio - 7-11 Park Lane -
091 477 4167 
Lintone Audio - 8 The Arcade -
Metrocentre · 091 460 0999 
Harrogate 
Harrogate Hi-Fi - 15 Commercial 
Street · 0423 50427 4 
Hull 
A. Fanthorpe Ltd - Hepworth Arcade 
. 0482 223096 
Leeds 
Image Hi-Fi - 8 St Anne's Road -
0532 789374 
Liverpool 
Better Hi-Fi - 1 6 Cook Street -
051 227 5007 

Mlddlesborough (Cleveland) 
Gilson Audio - 172 Borough Road -
0642 248793 
Newcastle 
Lintone Audio - 21/23 Monument 
Mall • 091 232 3994 
Old ham 
Audio Counsel - 12 Shaw Road -
061 633 2602 
Otley (W. Vorks) 
Doug Brady Hi-Fi, 19 Crossgate -
0943 467689 
Preston 
Norman Audio - 131 Friargate -
0772 53057 
Rotherham 
Moorgate Acoustics - 8 Westgate 
Chambers · 0709 370666 

��=���r�
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h
Hi-Fi - 14 Northway -

0723 374547 
Sheffield 
Moorgate Acoustics -184 Fitzwilliam 
Street · 07 42 756048 
Wakefield 
Image Hi-Fi - 17 The Springs -
0924 200272 
Warrington 
Chris Brooks Audio - 29 Gaskell 
Street, Stockton Heath -
0925 261212 
Dou9 Brady Hi·Fi • Kingsway 
Stud1os, K•ngsway North -
0925 828009 

, -------------------- , 
I � � If you would like to receive the BADA facVsheet on choosing I hi-fi and further information on BADA, please complete this 

I coupon and send to: I 
I British Audio Dealers Association, P.O. Box 229, London N1 7UU I 
I Name:.................................. ......................... · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·  

I 
I Address.......................................................................................................... 1 
I ...................... ............. ...... · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·  ..... ............................ I 
I .................... ................... ....... ...... ... . P ost Code. ......................................... I 
L--------------------� 

Whitley Bay 
Lintone Audio - 242 Park View -
091 252 4665 
Wilmslow 
Swift Of Wilmslow - 4/8 St Anne's 
Parade, Parsonage Green -
0625 526213 
York 
Sound Organisation -
2b Gillygate • 0904 6271 OB 

N. IRELAND 
Belfast 
Zeus Audio - 2-4 Great Victoria 
Street • 0232 332522 

SCOTLAND 
Aberdeen 
Holburn Hi-Fi - 441/445 Holburn 
Street· 0224 585713 
Edinburgh 
In Hi-Fi - 8/10 Bakers Place -
031 225 8854 
Russ Andrews HiFi - 34 Northum­
berland Street - 031 557 1672 

CENTRAL, MIDLANDS & EAST 
Ban bury 
Overture - 3 Church Lane -
0295 272158 
Birmingham 
Griffin Audio - 94 Bristol Street -
021 692 1359 
Bloxwich (Walsall) 
Sound Academy - 152a High Street 
. 0922 493499 
Bracon Ash (Norwich) 
Basically Sound - School Road -
0508 70829 
Brentwood 
Brentwood Hi Fidelity - 2 lngrave 
Road· 0277 221210 
Burton on Trent 
Grange Hi-Fi - 153 Branston Road -
0283 533655 
Cambridge 
Steve Boxshall Audio - 41 Victoria 
Road · 0223 68305 
University Audio - 1 Peas Hill -
0223 355237 
Chelmsford 
Rayleigh Hi-Fi - 216 Moulsham 
Street · 0245 265245 
Colchester 
Pro Musica - 6 Vineyard Street -
0206 577519 
Coventry 
Frank Harvey - 163 Spon Street -
0203 525200 

Edgbaston (Birmingham) 
Music Matters - 363 Hagley Road -
021 429 2811 
Ipswich 
Eastern Audio - 41 Bramford Road -
0473 217217 
Kings Lynn 
Martins Hi-Fi - 5 High Street -
0553 761683 
Leamington Spa 
House of Music - 44 Park Street -
0926 881500 
Leicester 
Leicester Hi-Fi - 6 Silver Walk, 
St. Martins Sq. • 0533 539753 
Listen Inn - 6 Hotel Street -
0533 623754 
Northampton 
Listen Inn - 32 Gold Street -
0604 37871 
Norwich 
Martins Hi-Fi - 85/91 Ber Street -
0603 627010 
Nottingham 
Nottingham Hi-Fi Centre - 120/122 
Alfreton Road • 0602 786919 
Rugby 
Sounds Expensive - 12 Regent 
Street • 0788 540772 
Solihull 
Music Matters - 93 Hobs Moat Road 
. 021 742 0254 
Stourbridge (West Midlands) 
Music Matters - 156 Lower High 
Street · 0384 4441 84 
Sultan Coldfield 
Amadeus - 10 Boldmere Road -
021 354 2311 

SOUTH & SOUTH-EAST 
Aldershot 
Bryants Hi-Fi - 81 High Street -
0252 20728 
Ashford (Kent) 
Soundcraft Hi-Fi - 40 High Street -
0233 624441 
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�eathers Lane -

0256 24311 
Bishops Stortford 
The Audio File - 27A Hockerill Street 
. 0279 506576 
Brighton 
Jeffries HiFi - 69 London Road -
0273 609431 
The Powerptant - 66 Upper North 
Street · 0273 775978 
Chichester 
Chichester Hi-Fi - 7 St Pancras -
0243 776402 



WHAT HAPPENS IF ... ? 

I don't know what to buy.? 
I can't tell the difference.? 

BADA members have separate 

dem rooms and trained staff 

to make your decisions easy 

I'm disappointed with my 
choice of equipment.? 

BADA members offer a 7 -day 

exchange on recommended 

equipment 

It doesn't sound as 
good at home.? 

BADA members offer a full 

installation service 

Something goes wrong.? BADA members provide 

a comprehensive 2 year 

guarantee on all hi-fi 

I move home.? BADA's guarantee 

is transferable. 
Your nearest BADA member 

will be happy to help 

See BADA Charter for full details of our 

commitment to customers 

and records and talk to your nearest BADA dealer. 

���Yct1�;s - 352/4 Lower 
Addiscombe Road· 081 654 1231 
Eastbourne 
Jeffries HiFi - 4 Albert Parade, 
Green Street - 0323 731336 
East Grin stead 
Audio Designs - 26 High Street -
0342 314569 
Enfield 
Audio T - 159 Chase Side -
081 367 3132 
Folkestone 
VJ Hi-Fi - 29 Guildhall Street -
0303 256860 
Guildford 
P J Hi-Fi - 3 Bridge Street -
0483 504801 
Harpenden 
Studio 82 - 82 High Street -
0582 764246 
Harrow 
Harrow Audio - 27 Springfield Road 
- 081 863 0938 
llford, Essex 
Audio T - 442/444 Cranbrook Road, 
Gants Hill - 081 518 0915 
London N1 
Grahams Hi-Fi - Canonbury Yard, 
190A New North Road -
071 226 5500 
London NW6 
Audio T - 190 West End Lane -
071 794 7848 
Studio 99 - 79/81 Fairtax Road -
071 624 8855 
London SE13 
Billy Vee - 248 Lee High Road -
081 318 5755 
London SW5 
Listening Rooms - 161 Old 
Brompton Road - 071 244 7750 
London W1 
Hi-Fi Experience -
227 Tottenham Court Road -
071 580 3535 
London W4 
Uxbridge Audio - 109, Chiswick 
High Road - 081-742 3444 
London WC2 
DIVA -18 Monmouth Street· 
071 379 4010 
Margate 
VJ Hi-Fi - 119 High Street -
0843 226977 
Oxford 
Audio T - 19 Old High Street, 
Headington - 0865 65961 

Oxford 
Oxford Audio Consultants - Cantay 
House - Park End Street -
0865 790879 
Portsmouth 
Jeffries HiFi - 29 London Road -
0705 663604 
Rayleigh 
Rayleigh Hi-Fi - 44a High Street -
0268 779762 
Reading 
Reading Hi-Fi - 4 Queens Walk-
0734 585463 
Southampton 
Hampshire Audio - 8 & 12 Hursley 
Road - Chandlers Ford -
0703 252827 
Southend-on-Sea 
Rayleigh Hi-Fi - 132/4 London Road 
- 0702 435255 
Ton bridge 
Standens - 92A High Street -
0732 353540 
Twickenham 
Riverside Hi-Fi - 422 Richmond 
Road - 081 892 7613 
Uxbrldge 
Uxbridge Audio - 278 High Street -
0895 230404 
Watford 
Acoustic Arts - 101 St Albans Road 
- 0923 245250 
Winchester 
Whitwams - 70 High Street - 0962 
865253 
Windsor 
Radford Hi-Fi - 43 King Edward 
Court - 0753 856931 
Worthing 
Phase 3 Hi-Fi - 215 Tarring Road -
0903 245577 

WEST & SOUTH-WEST 

Bath 
Radford Hi-Fi - 12 James Street 
West - 0225 446245 
Bournemouth 
Buttons Hi-Fi - 18A Westover Road 
- 0202 555512 
Movement Audio - 926 Wimborne 
Road - 0202 529988 
Bristol 
Audio Excellence - 65 Park Street -
0272 264975 
Radford Hi-Fi - 52-54 Gloucester 
Road - 0272 42824 7 
Cheltenham 
Audio T - 42 Albion Street -
0242 583960 

Exeter 
Aadford Hi-Fi - 28 Cowick Street, 
St. Thomas - 0392 218895 
Gloucester 
Audio Excellence - 58 Bristol Road -
0452 300046 
Hereford 
English Audio - 37 Whitecross Road 
- 0432 355081 
Poole 
Movement Audio - 588 Ashley Road 
- 0202 730865 
Plymouth 
Radford Hi-Fi - 107 Cornwall Street 
- 0752 226011 
Salisbury 
Salisbury Hi-Fi - 15 Catherine St.-
0722 322169 
Swindon 
Audio T - 60 Fleet Street -
0793 538222 

������Y
Hi-Fi- 6 Fore Street -

0803 326723 
Weymouth 
Weymouth Hi-Fi - 33-35 
Maiden Street - 0305 785729 

WALES 

Cardiff 
Audio Excellence -
134 Crwys Road -
0222 228565 
Swansea 
Audio Excellence -
9 High Street -
0792 474608 
Wrexham 
Acton Gate Audio -
4 Ruabon Road -
0978 364500 

BADAHAVE 
THE ANSWERS 

British Audio Dealers Association, 
P.O. Box 229, London N1 7UU 

Tel: 0171-226 4044 



136 HI-FI CHOICE BUYERS GUIDE 
Key to cartridges. Fit- N for normal half inch mountings, 
Price - typical retail, to nearest T for T4P plug in types. 

�
ound. Weight - in grams. 
ype ·MM· moving ma\1et (output 

typicallt 1mV/cm/sec), C- movin� r:�t��,�� ����
�
���� -i�{:a

d
s����e���n 

coil (ou put t'iftically o.lmV/cm/sec . 
Output - in m /cm/sec The Directory for full test results. 
lnt. stylus- Y for removable/replace-
able styli and N for fixed styli. 

Key to cartridges. Fit· N for normal half inch mountings, 
Price -typical retail, to nearest T for T4P plug in types. 

�����-MM- moving ma net (output 
Weight - in grams. 

typically tmV/cm/sec), �C- movin5 
r��t��n� ����

�
�hdk�.

i�{:�s���1e���n 
coil (output t�ically o.tmV /cm/sec . 
Output- in m /cm/sec The Directory for full test results. 
lnt. stylus· Y for removable/replace-
able styli and N for fixed styli. 

... 
li li li ;) i "· I Model 

" I Special .. 

= "' ... 
=: � � .. � c!· �l ... ... if � Model " s :t Special ' 

I Arcam 1 30 MM 4mV y N I Conical stylus Lyra Lydian 649 MC y N 
1 Arcam' 7MG 40 MM 4mV y N I As C77 with metal body Lyra Clavis Da Capo 995 MC Low N N 
I Arcam E77 50 MM 4mV y N I Elliptical stylus Lyra Parnassus 1995 MC y N 

Arcam E77MG 60 MM 4mV y N As E77, with metal body Mi\1\ek Aurora 299 MC 2.0mV N N 9.5 High output MC 
Arcam P77 63 MM 4mV y N 'Profiled' stylus Milltek Olympia 399 MC 2.0mV N N 9.5 As Aurora, sapphire cantilever 
Arcam P77MG 73 rvt� 4rT1V y N As P77, with metal body Nagaoka MP·11 24 MM y N Elliptical stylus 
Audio Note I l IIV t395 MC N N Silver wired Nagaoka TS 11 70 MM y N Line contact stylus 
Audio Note la Lid V 2950 MC N N Needs PSU Nagaoka TS 12 Boron 80 MM y N As MP-11, w1th boron cantileve 
Audio Technica AT·91 13 MM y N N'ham Tracer I 98 MM 
AUOIO I echniC I A I ·Bot 19 MM y N N'ham Tracer 11 175 MM 
Audio Technica Al 011 20 MM y N N'ham Tracer Ill 350 MM 
Audio Technica AT·1 OE 24 MM y N N'ham Tracer IV 550 MM N 

• Audio Technica AT·420E 40 MM y N Ortofon VMS2 10 MM y N Entry level elliptical cart 
i Audio Technica AT·450E 62 MM y N Ortofon OMP·5E 16 MC y T 
I Audio Technica AT·OC3 104 MC . N N Ortofon OM·5E 16 MM y N 
I AUOIO I ecnnrca A I ·Ut; 146 MC . N N Ortofon OM Pro S 21 MM y N Budget d1sco cartridge 
! Audio Technica AT·OC30 619 MC N N I Nude micro linear stylus Ortofon OM10 Super 25 MM y N Elliptical stylus 
1 Audio TechnicaART·1 944 MC N N Ortolon OM Night Club S 32 MM y N Spherical stylus 
I Audioquest MC5 250 MC 1.4mV N N I High output MC, line contact onofon 510 32 MM y N 
I Audioquest 404il 500 MC 0.5mV N N I Boron cantilever Ortofon OM Night Club E 37 MM y N Elliptical stylus 
I Audioauest B2C 80 MC 0.5mV N N jilQI(Jil tube cantilever Onofon Concord Pro 40 MM y N For professional use 
I Audioquest 7000NSX 1295 MC 0.3mV N N I· Boron tube cantilever Ortofon Concord NC S 55 MM y N Professional, spherical stylus 
I B&O MMC4 I I MM, elliptical d1amond Ortofon 520P 55 MM y N 
I B&O MMC2 I . I MM, Contact Line stylus Ortofon 520 55 MM y N Elliptical stylus 
I B&O MMC1 I - - I MM, Contack Line stylus Ortofon OM20 Super 60 MM y N 

Benz-Micro The Glider 600 MC 1mV N N I Semi·nude des1on Ortofon MC1 Turbo 60 MC y N 
Benz·Micro H200 7C MC 2mV N N Ortofon Concord NC E 60 MM y N Spherical version of Concord 
Benz-Micro M09C 700 MC 1.9mV N N Ortofon OM30 Super 80 MM y N Fine line stylus 
Benz-Micro L040 700 MC 0.4mV N N Ortofon MC\ 0 Super 85 MC N N 
Benz·Micro Wood Aef 1100 MC 0.3mV N N Bruyere housing, boron Ortofon 530P 85 MM y T 
Benz·Micro Ruby Aef 1400 MC 0.3mV N N Bruyere hous1na boron Ortofon 530 85 MM y N Elliptical stylus 
Uenon UL 70 MC N N - Elliptical stylus Ortofon MC3 Turbo 110 MC N N 
Denon DL16C 90 MC N N - Ortofon MC 15 Super 11 110 MC N N 
Denon DL\03 100 MC N N Ortofon 540 110 MM y N 
uenon ULJU4 200 MC N N Elliptical stylus Ortofon MC25E 160 MC N N High output, elliptical stylus 
Dvnavector 50X Mkll 159 MC N N High output elliptical MC Ortofon MC25FL 210 MC N N Migh output. Fine Une stylus 
Dynavector 10X4 Mkll 189 MC N N High output elliptical MC Ortofon MC1 0 Supreme 250 MC N N High output MC 

, Dynavector 23AS Mk/1 375 MC N N Micro rrdge stylus Ortofon MC20 Supreme 350 MC N N High-output elliptcal MC 
i Dynavector 17D2 Mkll 449 MC N N Micro ridge stylus Ortofon MC30 Supreme 450 MC N N High output 

uynavector ·I L 998 MC N N • M1cro ridge stylus Ortofon MC200011 650 MC N N 
In, >ctc·Yl/.1 998 MC - N N I High output, line contact MC Ortofon MC300011 950 MC N N 'Replicant' stylus 
I Glanz GMl·l UL 69 MC 0.3 y N 5 Ortofon MC5000 1500 MC N N Sapphire cantilever 
I_G_Iaf1.z.GM(;20E 99 M_(;_ 0.5 y _N 6 Ortofon MC7500 2000 MC N N 75th Anniversary model 
I Goldring Elan P 17 MM 5.0mV y T 6 T4P version of Elan Pickering TE-15 20 MM y N Tracks 1.5gm 
I Goldrina Elan 17 MM 5.0mV y N 4 I A1aid body Pickerinq VE-15 25 MM y N Tracks 1 - 3ams 
I Goldring Elektra 25 MM 5.0mV N 4 I Elliptical stylus Pickering T -E 25 MM y T Elliptical 

Gold ring 1006 50 MM 6.5mV y N 6 I Elliptical stylus Pickering VI5·DJ 28 MM y N Disco model 

-
65 MM 6.5mV y N 6 I Gyger 11 stylus 
85 MM 6.5mV y N 6 I Gyger I stylus 

[X 100 MC 0.5mV N N 6 As Eroica, low output 

Pickering TL ·E 35 MM y T 
Pickering XV15·350C 40 MM y N Conical stylus 
Pickering TL·2E 45 MM y T 

Goldring troica 1( MC 2.5 N N 6 Gyger 11 stylus Pickering XV15-625E 50 MM y N 
Goldring 042 105 MM 6.5mV y N 6 Gyger S stylus Pickering XV15·150·DJ 50 MM y N Professional cartridge 
Goldring Elite 200 MC 0.5mV N N 6 van den Hul, silver wrre Pickering TL-2·S 55 MM y N Line contact stylus 
Goldnng Excel 549 MC 0.5mV N N 8 van den Hul l stylus Pickering XV15·757S 60 MM y N Line contact stylus 
Goldring Excel GS 599 MC 0.5mV N N 8 Gyger S, hand built Pickering XVt5·6250J 60 MM y N Broadcast cartridge 
Grado ZTE+1 27 MM y N Movina flux, hiah output Pickerino XV15·1800S 70 MM y N Line contact stylus 
Grado ZCE+ I 37 MM y N Movina flux Pickerino TL3S 80 MM y T 

' Grado Z3E+ I 47 MM y N Moving flux Pickering XEV·3001 E 95 MM y N Elliptical stylus 
i Grado ZF1+ 82 MM y N Moving flux Pickering Xll-3500 100 MM y N 
I Grado Siqnature Junior 149 MM . y N i Moving flux Pickerino Tl-4-S 100 MM y T 
I Grado Sianature 8MZ 250 MM - y N I Mov1na flux Pickerina TL·3003 145 MM y T 
I Grado Signature MCZ 375 MM y N I Moving_ flu� Pickering Xll ·4500 150 MM y N Line contact 
I Grado Signature LZ 650 MM y N I Moving flux Pickering TL ·4004 175 MM y T 
I Grado Signature XTZ 975 MM y N I Moving flux Pickering XSV·5000U 200 MM y N High output 
I Kiseki Blue GS 499 MC 0.4mV N N 8 Pickering XLZ -7500 200 MM y N Hybrid, low impedence 
I KisekfPurpleheart 749 MC 0.4mV N N 11 Pickering Tll-7500·S 200 MM y T 
I Kiseki PHS 899 MC 0.4mV N N 8 Rega Bias 34 MM N I Kiseki Biackheart 1995 MC 0.3mV N N 11 Reaa 78 34 MM N tor 78rpm records 
I Kiseki Lapis Lazuli 5000 MC 0.4mV N N 8 I Gemstone body Rega Super Bias 52 MM N I Koetsu Red T 1550 MC N N I High-output MC Aeoa El s 74 MM N 

Koetsu Red ( Sia 1998 MC N N I Selected, re-tuned Red T Roksan Corus Black 130 MM y N 
-�g. u,rushi 2200 MC N N Metal alloy body Roksan Shiraz 800 MC N N 
l<oetsu Signature 3218 MC N N Rosewocd body Shure ME70B 18 MM 6mV y N Conrcal stylus 
Linn K5 54 MM 4.5mm y N Shure M92E 22 MM 5mV y Dual T 4P & normal fit 
Linn K9 109 MM 4.5mm y N Metal body Shure SC35C 28 MM 5mV y N For broadcast use 
Linn K18m 197 MM 4.5mV N - Metal body Shure M44C 33 MM 9mV y N Professional, spherical stylus 
Unn Ktvde 449 MC 150uV N N Alloy body Shure ME95ED 38 MM 5mV y N Elliptical stylus 
Linn Arkiv 998 �c 1_5(}�V N N Three point mt, mach1ned body Shure M55E 42 MM 6mV y N Professional, spherical stylus 
London Decca Maroon 199 M_ M .� N N 8 Original mounting Shure M104E 44 MM 5mV y DuaiT 4P & normal fit 

_l<Jru:lon Decca Gold 239 MM 5.0mV N N 8 Elliptical stylus Shure ME97HE 60 MM 4mV y N Hyper elliptical stylus 
London Decca Maroon Dt 259 MM 5.0mV N N 10 Deccapod mounting Shure fv1110HE 74 MM 4mV y Dual T 4P & normal fit 
London Decca Gold Dpd 299 MM 5.0mV N N 5 Elliptical stylus, Deccapod Shure V15V·MR 265 MM 3mV y N Micro ridge stylus 
LoiidoiiOecca S Gold 339 MM 5.0mV N N 7 Original mount1ng Stanton 500EL 34 MM y N Elliptical stylus 

. London Decca S Gold Dp 399 MM 5.0mV N N 10 i Deccapod mountina Stanton 500AL 11 34 MM y N Sphencal st Ius 
I London Decca Jubilee 999 MM 5.0mV N N 5 I 0.5 inch mounting Stanton 680ALJX 50 MM y N Spherical stylus 

. ,  . , , .  . , I ; I 

1 Systemdek 1/920 136 M 33/45 Semi-suspended deck I 
Stanton 680ELJX 56 MM y N Elliptical stylus 
Stanton 890ALJX 82 MM y N Professional cartridge 
Sumiko Ovster :JO MM y N 
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Sumiko Black Pearl 50 

Sumiko Pearl 70 

100 

250 

1595 

1995 

275 

van den Hut MM·2 325 

van den Hut DDT-11 675 

van den Hut MC-1 0 775 

van den Hut MC·One 975 

van den Hut MC-One!Hi 1100 

van den Hut MC-Two 1300 

van den Hut Grassho per 112300 

van den Hut Grassho per 112300 

van den Hut Grasshopper 112950 

van den Hut Grassho per 113200 

van den Hul Grasshopper 113200 

van den Hul Grasshopper 113500 

Virtual Reali Aciore 199 

Virtual Reality E1ile 299 

Virtual Reali Lexe 899 

... 
Model �-

8000 

370 

490 

550 

1999 

49 

99 

1400 

2550 

Hell us Orion 3 S1 Copper 395 

Helius Orion 3 S1 Silver 515 

Helius Orion 3 S2 Copper 575 

Helius Orion 3 S2 Silver 695 

1395 

600 

1000 

Unn Akito 209 

Unn Ekos 1297 

Manticore Musician 395 

Manticore Ma ician1 695 

Manticore Ma ician2 795 

Moth Arm 95 

Moth Mk Ill 146 

NaimARO 794 

N'ham Space 350 

N'ham Mentor 750 

N'ham Alien 1200 

R a RB250 95 

Re a RB300 139 

Roksan Tabriz Z 1  330 

Roksan Artemiz 690 

SME Series IllS 242 

SME 3009 Ser ll lmp 268 

SME 3009 S2 Ser ll lmp 292 

SME Series Ill 335 

SME Series 113010-R 455 

SME Series 11 3012-R 489 

SME Series 11 3009-R 495 

SME Series 300·309 599 

SME Series 300·310 611 

SME Series 300·312 694 

SME Series N 869 

SME Series V 1294 

T ownshend Excalibur 799 

Wheaton Tri·Pianar 4 2750 

Wheaton Tri·Pianar 4C 3000 

Wilson Benesch ACTI 975 

Zeta 469 

Zeta 555 

Key to tonearms 
Price -typical retail to the nearest 

¥��;� F- fixed armtube/headshell, A 
-mterchangeable armtube, H-inter­
changeable head shell. 
Base type - 5 - SME fit, L -
Unn/Aiphason fit, P- proprietary fit. 
Effective length -from pivot point to 
headshell in millimetres. 

Weight range- the range of cartridge 
masses that the arm can accept in 

��ae�i�l- characteristics of the arm. 

r:�t��N� ��-����h;�� -
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The Directory for full test results. 
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MM 

MM 

MC N H1 h output MC 

MC N Nude stylus 

MC 230uV N MC, transformer & preamp 

MC 200uV Yokeless rin ma net system 

MM 

MM 

MC Silver coils 

MC Silver coils 

MC N Selected vers1on of MC· I 0 

MC N Hi h output version of MC·1 0 

MC N As MC-OneiHi, higher output 

MC N 

MC N 

MC N 

MC N 

N N 

MC N N 

MC N N 

MC N 

MC N N 

fi' 
� 

i "' 
"' .. 

� i! g, 
< 

� .. 
g .. Special 

Air-bearin 

Remote version of above 

229 3-20 

229 3·20 vdH silver wirin 

229 3·20 

229 3·20 

212 5-12 Damped 

212 5·12 Rewired version of U 

Biaxial desi n 

SME base, uni 1vot 

254 

254 

254 Si-metal tube 

254 Si-metal tube 

254 

229 2·10 

229 4-9 

230 

230 Polished armtube finish 

305 Polished armtube finish 

Rebad ed Re a RB250 

Rebad ed Re a RB300 

Unipivot 

Optional silver wirin , unipiv 

Silver wirin , uni iv 

Graphite tube, unipivot 

237 Scaled down RB300 

237 

A 233 0·12 

F 231 3·7 

231 3·8 Detachable headshell, medium m 

A 233 0·13 Ultra-low mass for hi-complian 

H 239 0·25 Detachable headshell, 10 inch 

308 0·25 Detachable headshell, 12 inch 

233 0·28 Heavier version of Ser 11 S2 I 

232 6·17 Ser V derivative with detach h 

238 6-17 I 0 inch (nom) version of 300·3 

308 5·14 

233 5·16 

233 0-14 

220 3·14 

With terminal box 

As above with Cardas cable 

Carbon-fibre armtube, uni ivot 

Pivoted 

Pivoted, vdH wired 

An invitation from Bill Wilson 

Cut the cost 
of your CD 
buying by 
as much as 

50% 
Buy your CDs the easy way and save £££'s 

at the same time with Bill Wilson's 

Join the ultimate service for discriminating CD 
collectors who demand the greatest range and the 
widest choice oftop quality CDs at lowest ever cost. 

l,OOO's of COs 
at give-away 
prices from 
Britain's totally 
reliable mail 
order service 
-established 
since 1961 

it's just part of the WSL CD service which includes ... 
• A unique library 'try before you buy' service. 
• The CD Index -the only book that tells you all you want 

to know about CDs. 
If you want the kind of service no other CD dub can offer 
you, contact me now for full details of the Wilson Stereo 
Library CD service- I'll reply personally and make you a 
very special offer of membership. 

OK Bill Wi/son! Tell me about the WSL CD Service 81! 
and the benefits I can get from it. Including the .�� 
New CD Warehouse. Without obligation 

-
(I enclose two first class stamps for speedy reply). Z ,� � 
Name: ______________ _ 

Address: JR� 

----MaD 
Postcode: ____________ _ Est. 196 r 

To: Bill Wilson Wilson Stereo library PO Box 32 
St. leonards-on-Sea East Sussex TN38 OUZ 

Telephone: (0424) 718254 Fax: (0424) 718262 
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Invite you to visit 

our new branch at 

Covent 
Ad 

· llltssion z:r 
Tt. 

.r ree 
a Garden 

o T,heHome Cinema EXperience 

MAIN AuTHORISED DEALERS FoR OvER 
100 MANUFACTURERS including 

ARCAM, ACOUSTIC ENERGY' B& w (THX), CYRUS, EXPOSURE, 

HARM AN (THX PROCESSORS), HEYBROOK, JBL (THX), 

KEF (REFERENCE), LEXICON, MTCHELL ENGINEERING, QUAD, 

RoKSAN, TANNOY (D SERIES), TEAC, WADIA and many more. 

• Professional Advice • Design and Installation • 

• 3 Audio Visual Demonstration Rooms • 

Musical Images 
173 Station Road 

Edgware 
Middlesex HA8 7JX 

({) (081) 952 5535 
Fax: (081) 951 5864 

We are open 
Sundays 

Musical I m ages 

18 Monmouth Street 

Covent Garden 

London WC2H 9HB 

({) (071) 497 1346 
Fax (071) 497 9205 

Musical Images 
45 High Street 

Hounslow 
Middlesex TW3 1 RH 

({) (081) 569 5802 
Fax: (081) 569 6353 

Open till 9.00 pm 
on Thursdays at 

Covent Garden 



The 

This is the legendary Directory, 

the second part of the Hi-Fi 

Choice Buyer's Guide, based 

entirely on comprehensive 

technical and subjective reviews. 

Each entry carries the weight of 

our exhaustive test procedures 

and should be read in 

conjunction with the prices and 

specifications given in our index 

starting on page 111. 

T 
he Hi-Fi Choice Directory was 

conceived as a reference 

guide to all the audio 

products reviewed by Choice that 

are currently available. The 

products are split into 

categories, each with its own 

introduction containing 

information about the product 

type and its applications. They 

are particularly relevant to the 

uninitiated first time buyer and 

help sort out the order of 

priorities when buying a piece of 

equipment. 

Each product along with its 

current retail price is placed in 

its respective category in 

alphabetical order. The prices of 

the products are updated on a 

regular basis, although it should 

be noted that our value ratings 

are based on the product's price 

at the time of review. 

Sound quality 

This column contains the ratings 

for the standard achieved in our 

listening tests. The sound quality 

ratings range from Poor to 

Excellent. Their meaning and 

order are as follows: 

EXCELLENT 

With P being the worst and E the 

best rating within a section. 

One important point to 

remember is that these cannot 

be used to compare products 

from different categories. For 

example, a cassette deck rated 

Excellent in sound quality will 

not usually offer the same 

How to use this guide 
Perhaps the most influential symbols in the Directory are the little red 
triangles .A found in the value column at the beginning of each entry where 
appropriate. 

Products that make the grade are awarded the Best Buy or Recommended 
accolade . 
.A .A A product carrying the Best Buy swingtag is of excellent quality and 
good value for money in its price category. 
... Recommended products are runners up, but still definitely worth 
considering within their price bands. 

Please note however, that an expensive Recommended product will nearly 
always sound better than an inexpensive Best Buy. 

An ideal situation would be to choose suitably priced .A .A Best Buy or 
.A Recommended products from relevant categories and create a Best Buy 
system. However, due to the variety in tonal balance that exists in many 
audio products, and differences in taste, system building is unfortunately not 
that simple. These ratings make a useful guideline for shortlisting 
components, but only experiencing the actual combination will tell you 
whether it works for you. 

Finding that component . 
Before you shop, follow our top eight tips for better buying: 
1. Check out the components' recommended retail prices in the Directory. 
2. Find out as much as you can about the products you want by reading Hi-Fi 
Choice's reviews and lab tests. 
3· Visit local dealers that stock some of the brands you want to hear and try to 
find one that seems sympathetic to your needs. 
lt· Don't discount a dealer's suggestions just because the products don't have 
rave reviews. 
5· Take your own software (records, COs, tapes) along for a demonstration of 
the equipment that the dealer recommends. 
6. Listen at the sort of volume you would normally use at home - systems 
often sound more impressive when played loud. 
1· lf you are unsure about something or want to hear an alternative, just ask. 
8. Audition a system for a reasonable amount of time, say three quarters of an 
hour or so, before making a decision. 

standard of fidelity as a similarly 

rated turntable or CD player. 

Unless you have first generation 

masters of course. 

Comments 

TI1e Comments column contains · 

a potted summary based on the 

original review, emphasising the 

salient points of a product's 

character and sonic 

performance. TI1e space available 

doesn't allow for great detail but 

we have attempted to put across 

the essence of the review. 

Obviously, important 

information on compatibility or 

auxiliary equipment used in the 

test cannot be included, and we 

would advise you to refer to the 

miginal review for this. 

Please note that these 

comments are those of our own 

reviewers and not, as is the case 

with some magazines, those of 

the manufacturer. 

Features 

Product features are shown with 

a combination of figures and 

blob charts, with headings at the 

top of each column indicating 

the appropriate category, a blob 

indicating the existence of a 

particular feature. 

T11ere are different headings 

for each section and the more 

complicated categories are 

explained in the individual 

introductions. Where figures 

are used the unit of 

measurement is shown in the 

heading. 

Back issues 

The final column refers to the 

issue of Hi-Fi Choice which 

featured the complete review. 
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The new Audiolab 8000CDM Compact Disc Transport 

The Audiolab product range: 

SOOOA Integrated Amplifier 

SOOOC Pre-amplifier 

SOOOPPA Phono Pre-amplifier 

8000P Stereo Power Amplifier 

SOOOT FM/ AM Tuner 

SOOOM Monobloc Power Amplifier 

SOOODAC Digital-analogue Convertor 

SOOOCDM Compact Disc Transport 

�AUDIOLAB 

Cambridge Systems Technology Limited, Spitfire Close, Ermine Business Park, Huntingdon, Cambs. PE 18 6XY. Tel 0480 52521 



Best Buy 

Recommended 

Amplifiers 

T
he amplifier sits at the heart of the system, 
processing the outputs from all the various 
music sources as necessary and then driving 

the loudspeakers. These two (quite separate) 
functions are integrated into a single box at the low­
to-middle price points; separated pre- and power 

amplifiers, even separate power supplies, become 

increasingly common as one moves upmarket. 

There is a substantial difference between 

specialist (sound quality oriented) amplifiers and 

the consumer electronics style models. The former 

are bleakly simple, avoiding all unnecessary 
features to provide the most direct signal path in 
the interests of sound quality. The latter range 
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from models with basic tone controls to those with 
remote control Oncluding volume), surround sound 
options etc. 

We include our measured power output (RMS, 
Soh m load, 1 channel driven)- but again, 

paradoxically, this doesn't necessarily correspond 
to the loudness capability of the amplifier, which 

has as much to do with the elegance of the 

overload characteristics within a given system 

(valve amplifiers invariably sound more )lowerful 

than their rating would suggest). 

Apart from output the facilities listing shows 
how many line (that is inputs besides those for 
phono cartridges) inputs a product has and 

includes tape inputs. The MM and MC blobs 
indicate which types of cartridge can be 
accomodated. Integrated, preamp and power amp 
indicate the type of amplifier and in some 
instances that a pre/power combination has been 
tested.ln such instances the price given is for both 

components. The remote control and head phone 

socket blobs indicate the existence of these 

facilities. 

An increasing number of amplifiers are 
supplied without RIM disc stages, or with the 

phono stage as an optional extra. If you use a 
turntable, make sure that it has a MM or MC stage 
to suit your cartridge. 

Amplifiers 
Product £Price Comments 

A disappointing sound from a pre/power amp that's hamstrung by a vanety of technical overs1ghts. Albarry has done better. 

Available with or without various MM/MC options, the 'basic' PP1 has an attractively warm, earthy sound. 

Class-A objet d'art that's far too sensitive to RF interterence. Can sound cold and fierce as a result. 

A quirky Class A number with an equally warm and colourtul sound. Hardly accurate but entertaining nonetheless. 

A well meaning and affordable attempt to mix transistors with valves, albeit one that only really shines with simple musical styles. 

A pared-down version of the Alpha 6 that suffers little penalty in power but a significant forteit in sound quality. 

300 VG A new MOSFET design with a subtle and melodic sound that takes a conservative view of powertul dynamics 

1070 VG Now in mkll guise this established combination has matured into a very art1culate, powertul if dry-sounding amplifier. 

480 VG Combines the dryness and restraint of Arcam's older models with a refreshing sense of detail, dynamics and musical colour. 

.& Art Audio Quintet 1393 VG Switchable triode/ultralinear output stage. In triode mode these are 15 of the sweetest watts around. Surprisingly gutsy 

.&.&�nnovations Alto 300 VG Despite a shortfall in very deep bass this unusual amplifier still sounds beautifully open, natural and relaxed. 

Audio Innovations Series 200 848 G Turns in a fuller and more substantial pertormance via MM rather than CD. OtheiWise its sound can seem slightly bleached 

500 G+ Under-powered and over-distorted yet capable of realising an open and captivatingly expressive sound. Sens1tive speakers are a must 

899 G+ Warm, cuddly and immensely musical k1t amp that almost transcends 'h1-f1' with its sheer listenabil1ty 

999 G+ Valve amp that can turn the roughest of digital sounds into music, both understated and graceful. Sensitive speakers are a must 

.& Audio Note Oto SE 1500 VG Transparent, very dynamic, excellent clarity and subtlety with limited power make for a very clean sounding amp 

43125 E A single ended, zero negative feedback, triode, line level integrated amp and a half. Probably the best amplifier in the world' 

500 G+ It'll successfully tackle the most difficult of speakers and still provide a very warm, rich and euphonic sound. 

480 VG Recent updates have maintained its competitiveness with a thoroughly refined, consistent and very disciplined sound. 

1100 G Very distinctive, almost stark neutrality that will not appeal to all listeners. Good value engineering, nevertheless 

350 G- Our sample failed to confirm Aura's claims for more power. The big, smooth yet slightly disjointed sound was equally familiar. 

2390 VG Good build quality and finish and a characteristic valve sound make a first class amplifier capable of great musical enjoyment 

1695 G+ A versatile valve preamp, the bass sounded lively if a touch softened, while the lreble was detailed but lacked a little sparkle 

1250 E Fabulous preamplifier. Beautiful imaging, superb detail, plenty of gain on the phono stage; classy build quality too. 

11000 E The 'Seven is designed without compromise, and is clearly one of the finest (valve) preamplifiers money can buy. 

249 G- Bearing no relation to earlier Creek designs, this radical re-think is very much more successful via MM than CD. 

160 A- Pretty high resolution for the pnce, occasionally looses its grip but is generally engaging.and enjoyable 

220 G+ In-depth modifications have brought the original PMA-350 out of 1ts shell with a powertul, up-front and compelling pertormance. 

250 G+ Denon's latest integrated amp swept the board with its big, brassy if somewhat extravagant sound 

E The very dramatic but exceptionally detailed and transparent sound of this combination belies its modest power rating. 

4200 VG Extremely well made and combining the sonic strengths of both transistors and valves this EAR combo warrants attention 

349 G+ A fresh start for Mike Creek has resulted 1n the Sequel, a minimalist amp with a very refined but mildly restrained sound 

625 A Line only integrated with good sense of timing but limited hf extension. Likely to be very system dependent. 

400 G+ HK's first line-only amplifier exudes a relaxed but confident sound that is only troubled by the most dense of recordings. 

400 G- A light and breezy-sounding line-only amp with full remote control. Needs more substance to counter its flyaway balance 

12204 E French tubes. Beautiful build, nostalgic styling and delightful sounding midrange transcend limitations at frequency extremes 

250 A- More fuss and bluster than detail and dynamics was how one listener concisely described this less than wondertul model 

170 G+ An unassuming little amplifier that turns in a remarkably balanced and entertaining sound. Lively, detailed and engaging 

230 G+ A lower -powered but more load tolerant version of the KA-3020 w1th an up-beat yet very comfortable and generous sound. 

280 A- Respectable but ultimately uninspinng model whose remote control is its main asset. 

350 A A lis tenable but neither particularly communicative or captivating amplifier that puts features ahead of sound. 

420 G Underpowered but with the flexibility of four independent power amps. Very deep, captivating sound with 3D soundstaging. 

593 A The cornerstone of Linn's modular hi-fi system has many innovations to its credit but its sound is vague and confused. 

599 G+ Lashings of rich and compelling music, trading a hint of lushness for stark accuracy. An unexpected find. Phono stage option 

329 A- An integrated model that incorporates four monobloks optimised for bi-wiring, but sound is sandy in the treble. 

200 A- Two generations on from the PM-40SE, Marantz' latest £200 contender provides a disappointingly grey view of music. 

330 G- A beefed-up variation of the PM-40SE inside a PM-52SE case. lt has a very quick but foiWard and ultimately tiresome balance. 

300 G+ The SE premium pays for a degree of fluency that draws you into the music and keeps you there. Rather nice 

46 116 

48 104 

54 5 116 

49 124 

35 5 116 

60 . 134 

68 . 129 

109 . 124 

g9 . 116 

15/25 109 

40 6 138 

10 109 

9 97 

24 126 

24 116 

9.5 126 

27 Col 

46 . 116 

80 . 129 

157 97 

74 . 138 

35 63 

50 

78 

Col 

49 . 134 

55 . 121 

89 . 134 

99 . 116 

48 124 

100 63 

47 . 109 

43 121 

52 129 

78 . 138 

30 60 

90 . 121 

66 97 

39 . 134 

85 . 121 

103 6 . 129 

40 92 

33 . 129 

55 116 

72 5 . 121 

56 5 . 134 

79 . 138 

95 . 121 
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Amplifiers continued 
------------�------------�----�------� ��� ��-�·�����- 91 Product £Price Comments 

.A. QED C300/P300 

Quad 34 

Quad 661606 

Rega Elex 

.A. Rose RV-23 

Ja.Ja. Rote! RA-930BX 

.A. Rote! RA-935BX 

.A. Rote! RA-970BX 

Sherwood Al-221 0 

Sonic Frontiers SFC-1 

Sug en A21a 

Technics SU-A800mk2 

.A. Technics SU-A900mk2 

Woodside ISA230 

Woodside SC26/STA35 

YBA lntegre 

.A. YBA 1 pre/power amp 

... 

Best Buy 

Recommended 

Less the revision and more an entirely new amp, this model sounds at its sweetest and most agreeable in the 3tW Class A setting. 130 

A modular system capable of cracking results. The passive preamp and power amp combination warrant a Best Buy in their own right 35 4 109 

A combination that plays everything close to its chest but bridge the power amp and you'll witness an explosion of detail. 62 116 

170 G+ A spritely and uplifting pertormance. Sounds loud but never intrusive or fatiguing. 39 . 116 

230 G+ Equally effective with CD and vinyl this is another successful and entertaining NAD amplifier for your shortlist 50 6 . 121 

1120 A+ One of the beefiest amplifiers we've ever tested. Unfortunately it sounds too restrained and lightweight. 314 . 124 

350 G A minimalist outing for the cassette heroes that's very confident if a tad restrained. 62 . 121 

340 G+ Utilitanan amplifier sounds gentle and restrained but is euphonrc and utterly engaging. Optional phono stage 35 109 

730 G- Via MM disc this amp comes alive with a fresh and vibrant sound though its CD input sounds utterly dead by comparison. 60 97 

Radrcal styling hides a drgrtal switching lacility plus full remote control over what is Philips' best effort to date 99 . 109 

A remote-controlled amp with a surprisingly fresh and uncomplicated sound that bests much of its audiophile competitron 56 . 134 

This revamped version of the A-300 was also more confident sounding via CD than MM, yet our panel were still left unmoved. 55 116 

280 VG Pioneer's design concept snaps into focus with an amp that seems to bubble with musical detail. A budget bench-mark 71 92 

300 G+ Now firmly in production and thoroughly retested, this erstwhrle Best Buy was tonally unchanged but less compelling on audition. 67 138 

300 A- At its best via MM disc, the dull and claustrophic sound of this remote-controlled amp is otherwrse deeply uninspiring 75 6 . 138 

370 G+ Recent updates have bolstered the output of the A270 wrthout adding to its colorations. The PA phono option is a touch expensive 61 97 

630 G A cost-effective combo, limited rn its resolution but less begurling as a result. Disc stage is sweeter but samey 58 85 

398 A Well-built durable preamp, filtering and above average tone controls but was found lacking rn sound quality (viz: detail/dynamics) 44 

1553 G Amplifiers with a classic lineage but compromised by an equally dated, soft and undynamic sound. 138 6 124 

359 A Mmimalist amplifier that sounds too forward, hard and unforgiving for its own good. Shows plenty of promise, however. 51 116 

450 G+ Beautifully built British 'hybrid'. You can spend more to get a more transparent sound but it's hard to criticise at the pnce 77 

200 VG A grlded version of the classic RA-930AX with a dark and luxunous sound that's reminiscent of Rotel's heyday. 50 . 134 

225 G A line only winner that lets a lot of music through and never lets things get out of hand. Could be a touch more enthusiastic 58 121 -------
300 G Sounds lively, fresh and perky with plenty of power to manhandle tricky speakers. Not so clever with complex recordings however. 99 . 138 

800 A Plenty of watts per pound, sound is expansive but lacks a sense of poise, of control and fine detail - a disappointment 143 . 109 

425 A This rntegrated version of the 980BX pre/power is certainly very powertul but also lacks poise and subtlety 139 . 129 

Unusually clean and precise wrth more subtlety than is usually attnbuted to remote control amps. 53 . 121 

p Lightwerght in all respects thrs is better than you'd find on a midi and at least its reasonably painless. 47 . 121 

Smooth, sophisticated Canadian valve amp with a decent drrect input and more features than average 54 126 

469 G The modern-day relative of Sugden's original Class A amp and one that offers a smooth, easy-going sound. 25 92 

350 A A quick audition might convince you the '800mk2 is something special, but longer term listening shows it's little but bluff. 79 . 134 

400 G+ A Jeckyl and Hyde amplifier with a dismal-sounding phono stage but delightfully transparent and engaging CD input. 117 . 138 

900 A Smooth and inoffensive valve amplifier if one that tacks the sparkle and euphony required for a truly entertaining sound 27 116 

3254 G+ Synergistic pairing with a cool, controlled sound, good focus and transparency. More about parse than grunt 35 5 100 

1199 G+ Audiophile spec French integrated with good resolution and nice phono stage. 57 . 121 

8000 E Well finished pre/power amp offers front rank stereo stagrng and transparency, and is capable of dnvrng the most difficult loads 85 62 

3849 G+ Superbly finished with very good space and transparency, slightly softened bass. Needs transformer for MC cartridges 

2449 G This duo produced see-through, ethereal stereo images that were more convincing towards the centre of the soundstage 

I
n practice an A/V amplifier provides all the 
standard CD, tuner, tape, aux and phono inputs 

offered by a standard stereo amplifier. In 

addition many also incorporate an AM/FM tuner 

section, making them A/V receivers. 

More importantly a modern A/V amplifier 

includes a Dolby Pro Logic decoding chip along 

with extra circuitry to effect the rear channel delay. 

Naturally there's at least four channel's worth of 

amplification under the bonnet to feed the five 

loudspeaker outputs (Front L and R, Centre and 

Rear mono L+R). 

Some A/V amps offer other surround modes 

like simulated stereo, Hall surround (L +R is fed to 

the rear) and Matrix surround (L-R is fed to the 

rear). Others use an element of Digital Signal 

Processing (DSP) to steer the Dolby Pro-Logic or 

permit a variable rear channel delay. Some also 

include DSP options like Jazz, Church, Hall and 

Stadium modes which use different delay and 

steering levels to generate different 'sound fields'. 

From left to right the headings below indicate 

70 56 

56 72 

how many watts per channel each amp has for its 
front, centre and surround outputs. 

Surround modes indicates how many different 

surround effects are available and includes DSP. 

The audio inputs are for both hi-fi and AV 

components. S-type and phono video inputs are 

for VCRs, Laserdisc players and CTVs, S-type being 

the better of the two . 

Subwoofer outputs are of the phono socket variety 

for active subs, and AM/FM tuner denotes if the 

unit is effectively a receiver. 

AV amplifiers 
Product £Price Comments 

Denon AV -353 999 VG A true heavyweight with a richly detailed sound and flexible features to match 142 141 46 10 . 125 

Harman Kardon AVR30 999 G+ Limited surround options are offset by a very secure sound with excellent control over effects 74 75 30 10 . 125 

Kenwood KA-V8500 699 G- Can sound a tad forced and immediate but is remarkably well-equipped with digital soundfield options. 62 63 37 10 11 6 125 

450 A+ Sounds just great through front and centre channels but surround is very weak. 69 52 51 6 125 

450 A- Perhaps as a result of the mismatch between fronl/centre channels, the FR940 proved a great disappointment on dem. 180 24 24 0 . 125 

600 A- The disappointingly grey sound lacks attack and confidence, undermining the tension of movie soundtracks. 53 55 32 125 

1100 G+ The ultimate in AN flexibility with full manual control over ever conceivable soundfield. 101 99 35 24 10 125 
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Best Buy 
Recommended 

C
ables are not accessories but an integral part 

of your system. You can make do without 

accessories but no conventional system will 

function without cables. Inevitably some cables are 

greater than others. The best cable for your system 

will only be found through trial and error, but 

hopefully by combining our recommendations with 

those of a dealer you will end up with something 

that suits both your pocket and your system. 

Generally speaking budget to spend about ten per 

cent of the total system cost on cables. 

Analogue interconnects are the leads that 
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connect source components to amplifiers and pre 

to power amps. The cables in this section are priced 

for a one metre terminated pair. Symmetrical 

indicates where a twisted pair of conductors are 

used. 

Coaxial means that there is a central 'hot' 

conductor and a shield that carries the negative 

signal. Stranded cables have multiple strands and 

solid core use individually insulated strand(s) . 

Copper and silver indicates whether these metals 

are used as conductors. 

Digital interconnects connect CD transports to 

DACs, and are traditionally coaxial with a 750hm 

impedance. They come in optical and electrical 

varieties, the former being made of plastic or glass 

and the latter in coaxial or alternative 

configurations. The prices shown are for a 

terminated linear rnetre 

Speaker cables are used between the amplifier 

and speaker. Our prices are for a terminated 

smetre pair. Resistance and capacitance are 

indicated as low (L), medium (M) or high (H). 
Neither high resistance nor high capacitance cables 

are suitable for long runs. 

Analogue interconnects 
Product £Price Comments __________________________________________________ , ___ ., __ .,· �-�- -·-- ,·�-� 

Chord Chameleon 

.A. Chord Solid 

.6. Madrigal HPC 

Magnan Type Vi 

.A. Monster lnterlink 500 

.A. Moth Ley Line Black 

Moth Ley Line Grey 

.A. Panasonic RP-CA91 0 

29.50 A- A well-rounded and cuddly sound from a high-ish resistance interconnect. Lacks a sense of scale and dynamics 

70 A+ A crisp, fast and articulate-sounding cable if one that's a little too pointed for our listeners 

329 E An expensive cable that justifies its tag with a beautifully poised sound · natural: relaxed and verv compatible. 

28 A Plenty of cable for the money but its pertormance is distinctly lightweight, lacking depth and subtlety 

59 A+ An unpredictable cable with an ·anomalous treble' that can sound harsh one moment and oddly recessed the next' 

________ 108 

108 

108 

____ 108 

108 

115 VG What looks like a militarv RF cable actually provides a slightly forward but incisive and intimately detailed pertormance 108 

185 E A user-hostile cable with a tight, convincing bass allied to a verv relaxed and involving mid/treble
_
. ____ 1 08 

320 G+ This bigger, thicker and thoroughly unwieldy 3-core version of the lntermeuo Reference actually sounds a::..:::litt:::le:::c:.:
o:::

ar= se::. r __________________ 
.:..10

:::8:... 
40 VG Fresh, transparent and packed full of detail, this slither of a cable scored a direct hit with our listeners 108 

20 A· A bog-standard OFC coaxial cable that might otherwise be given away wrth a new amp or CD player. Cheap but nothing special. 108 

199 G+ This odd· ball cables utilises a mix of copper, brass and aluminium strands to achieve a very distin
:.:.ct:...:s:.:.ou:..n.:..d ________ _ 

215 VG A verv unusual cable design with a business-like approach to music-making that barely conceals its underlyrng 'fiu' 

595 A+ With a series resistance some 500-1000 times higher than average, the furrv sound of the Type Vr will alter from system to system 

60 G+ Plenty of hype to keep the marketing bandwagon rolling plus a lively and lucid balance to cheer up the enthusiast 

100 G+ The cheapest of Moth's Ley Line series uses just two twisted conductors to achieve a verv solid and confident sound. 

200 G+ The four twisted conductors of this cable actually mark a downturn in audio quality, ___ _ 

50 G This conventional coax employs plenty of hi-tech materials which encourage an even-handed balance. A good upgrade . 

________ 108 

108 -----
108 

108 

108 

.A. Silver Sounds 12/2 and 12/3 99/150 VG Both these cables share a similarly open, transparent and dynamic sound though the latter is arguably the better integrated 

108 

108 

108 

108 Sonic Link Yellow 60 A An interesting non-copper cable with an up-front sounded described as 'heavy-handed and pushy' ------
.A. Sonic Link Violet 99 G+ Another nickel-based cable but with a verv much better-balanced sound than Sonic Link Yellow 108 

50 A+ Thanks to its high parallel capacitance this interconnect helps remove ultrasonic noise. Unfortunately it still sounds verv odd' 

90 A+ A solid-sounding cable with a strong mrd and bass but a disappointingly sat-upon treble 

-----"108 

108 

36 G 6N-purity copper, aero-grade insulation and spaced solid-core conductors all add-up to a slightly bright but frisky sound 

63 G+ Praised by our panel for its lack of obvious vices, Quantum CD encourages a sweet and positive sound 

99 G Bass power and extension is the key to the sound of this unusual and hi· tech
_
ca_b_

le ___ _ 

70 G+ Accurately reflects the life of the music without detail forcibly from the speakers ___ _ 

80 A+ A rather coloured sound thanks to its full and resonant bass but spoiled overall by a dirty treble'--------- --------------

Tel: 081 348 5676 (2. 00-7.00 pm) 
Fax: 081 341 9368 

Esoteric High Fidelity CABLES 

Dealers in: Absolute, Audio Note, Audioquest, Deltec, Har monix, Kimber, Mandrake, MIT, Siltech, Symo, 

. . . the RIGHT cables 
... in YOUR system 

.. . for YOUR ears 

Transparent, Van den H ul, WBT and others . 

Contact us by phone, fax, or letter and we'll do 
our best to help you achieve your goal . 

(Auditions may be subject to a handling charge) ... in YOUR home 

CONNECTIONS 13 John Princes Street, London W1 M 9HB (A division of Connection 90' Travel Ltd.) 

108 

108 

108 

108 

108 
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Myers Audio 
6 Central Parade, 

Hoe Street, 
(nr. cinema) 

Walthamstow, 
London E17 4RT 

(081) 509 2440 

Free collection & delivery 
within a 30 mile radius 

Entertaining ideas on home improvements 
Danish style 

Bang & Olufsen have designs on your home. Wall to wall luxury with unbeatable style, 

from a superb range of televisions, videos and hi-fi systems. Designed by technological 

architects. Installed by some of the most highly trained engineers in the industry. 

Come home to Bang & Olufsen at last, and you'll never want to leave us. 

Bang & Olufsen 
A way of life that you've always deserved 

Beovision ME 6000 ex Video & Stand £950 

V6000 Video £600 

Beosystem Overture £1800 ex Remote & WB 

Beocentre 9300 £1500 ex Remote & Speakers 

111111 SALES & SERVICE (081) 509 2440111111 
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Digital interconnects 1-,o& 

% .1. 
A C '?,� <l'& � � o.,_o.,_ ..>s .:-& <!'�" O'.s.s '1;-<l/ '1;-<l/ -Q � 

Product £Price Comments �--�--���----�--�--------��----�����·---..... �� ��,-.·�� ... 
50 f The very besl available with an expressive sound but generous pnce to sweelen the pill 

'"'""".:=:::---;;:90 A+ A silver cable with all the drive of Video Z but lacking its clean-cut transparency 
1 00 A Good level of midband detail but frequency extremes lack depth and extension 

20 P The disappointingly heavy and muddled soundoQf this basic fibre thwans any recommendation __ _ 

34 A A conneclion with a stranded inner core and a sound thal lacks integration 
27.50 VG Can seem slightly impassive bul there's no avoiding its exceptionally detailed sound 

;;;;------., 20 P Very similar to Bandndge AL560 w1th an equally naff sound 
24 A- An analogue interconnect inappropriately pressed into digital service. A visible deterioration in lhe digilal signal results. 

Kimber KC-1 Digilink 
Kimber KC-AG Digilink 

.A. K1mber Opti-L1nk 

52 A This cable adopts a woven conslruclion with the addilion of a conduclive screen. Music lacks detail and spirit. 
222 A- An asymmelric cable using silver conductors that deviates from the 75ohm slandard. Not ideal for digital applications . 

70 G Hardly cheap for what appears to be a bog-standard PMMA fibre, yet it sounds a litlle brighter and livelier than most. 

Sonic Link Brown Oig1tal 
Straight Wire Silver link 

45 G+ A eolourtul coaxial inlerconnect with an equally colourtul and up-beat sound. Very .:.co"m'-' p" a.:. lib.:.le.:.· ______ _ 

45 G Well constructed stepped-index fibre with polished ends and rugged connectors. Slightly lean, fuzzy but engaging pertormance 
140 A- A th1n, coaxial version of Leyline Black with a rather hard and unforgiving characler. Too expensive. 

19 VG A top pertormance, low-loss 75ohm coax wilh a very open, almost liquid quality that allows its mus1c to ease naturally across. 
35 A- A solid-core, twisted-pair inlerconnecl thal deviates from lhe 75ohm standard and provides an equally unbalanced sound 
60 G+ A genuine attempt to get things right with a silver-plated, multi-strand coax. Yel it still sounds too dry and mechanical 

.A. an den Hul MC Videolink 75 30 VG An AV-cum-digital cable !hat comes very close lo besting QED'S Digiflex. Still �ome emphasis of vocal sibilants, however 

Product £Price Comments 
____ 165 G+ A very high capacitance Utz-style cable whose sound may well act as a taming influence in many syste

_
m

_
s __ _ 

1 00 A Supplied in linear, non-polarised lengths that should be twisled into slereo pairs. Sounds rather gritty and forward 
1270 VG Some 15 individually-insulated silver strands go to make up this very civilised but exceptionally detailed-sounding cable 

44.50 A+ Ideal for laying flal under carpets, F-14 encourages a slightly warm and vibrant sound 
75 A+ Four 18-gauge OFHC copper conductors wound in a Litz-fashion increases capacitance but reslrain the cable's 'bile' 

udioquest Midnight Hyperlitz 260 G Very similar to Type 4 but with a delicale smoothness that contrasts with the brighter sound of cheap cables 
.A. Bandridge LC7259 & LC7401 20/30 A Two very lraditional figure-of-eight cables. The thinner version (LC7259) sounds lighler and coarser than LC7401 

Heybrook Heyw�re 
I soda Electric HA· 20 

...... 

QED Bi-wire 79-Strand 
.A. Silver Sounds 12/2 

Sonic Link Grey 
.A. Straight Wire Waveguide 1 .5 
.A. Straight Wire Flex-4 

Tara Labs Quantum Ill 
van den Hul MC The Clearwater 

30/50 A- Two vers1ons of the Silvertlex series that, sadly, encourage very little sense of poise or decorum in !heir music 
465 VG Exlra care must be laken to prevent shorting this user -hostile cable. Nevertheless it sounds superb' 
275 G+ 

84 A+ 

66 A 

400 A+ 

20 G+ 

75 A-

44 A· 

35 A 

300 f 

200 VG 

80 G-

20 G 

50 G+ 

238 G 

50 A 

265 A 

330 VG 

Shares I he clear, neutral and transparent sound of the older 8S without lhe tremendous clarity of Gortex Black-16 
The high impedance of this simple nbbon cable has an influence on the treble response of some speakers. Lacks ·oomph' 
This well-meaning facsimile of earlier ribbon-style cables ends up sounding lumpy and uneven 
This unorthodox cable employs a combination of copper, brass and aluminium strands. 11 sounds 'oddly impure'! 
This Swedish-made cable proved a real hit with our listeners - a slick performer and Best Buy upgrade 
Two heavyweight multi-strand cables with a !hick and chesty (1 0027) or lighl and wispy (10034) balance. Take your pick 
The archetypal 'old-style Monster Cable' lhal labours under a soggy bass and untidy lreble 
Described as a 'dinosaur of a cable' by our listening panel, this stiff rod of wire has litlle application outside of a Nairn system 
Reminiscent of cunain track, this bi-wire version of 79-strand is unfortunately saddled with a 'loud, hard and untidy' balance 
Tonally accurate and exquisitely detailed, this cable opens a very transparent window on the music 
A prime choice for bi-wire systems even if this cable does lack the full finesse of its sister 12/2 
A spaghetti-thin cable composed of silver-plated OF-copper and PTFE insulation. LackS bass impact and t_re_b _le _·a

_
ir

_
· _____ _ 

A conventional multi-slranded cable with a refreshingly up-beat, crisp but slighlly lean-sounding b_al
_
an

_
c

_
e ___ _ 

Another very quick and dynamic-sounding cable from Straight Wire. A little short on subtlety but very engaging nonethe
_

les
_
s_. __ _ 

An imaginatively-named cable that encourages an equally colourtul sound. Described as 'dark and fruity' by our panel' 
Desp1te its evocative title, the Clearwater turns out to be a disappointingly 'murky sounding' cable 
Touled as vdH's mosl prestigious twinlead speaker cable, lhe Magnum sounds surprisingly soft and old-fashioned 
Blown-in from the continent, vdH's 'Wind' kicks up a storm with its lush midrange and bone-crunching bas

_
s' _

__ _ 
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Name 

Hi-Fi Excellence 

Aston Audio Ltd 

Bryants Hi·Fi 

Northwood Audio 11 

Hyper Hi·Fi 

The Hi·Fi Centre 

Paul Green Hi·Fi Ltd 

Audio Times 

Five Ways Hi-Fi Ltd 

Music Matters 

Music Matters 

Norman H.Field Hi·Fi Ltd 

Richer Sounds 

Practical Hi·Fi 

Practical Hi·Fi 

Sound Academy 

Jaysound Audio 

Practical Hi-Fi 

Mike Manning Audio 

Movement Audio 

Suttons 

B&B Hi·Fi 

Brentwood Hi-Fidelity 

Hi·Spek Electronics 

Quay TV 

Town 

Aberdeen 

Alderley Edge 

Aldershot 

Aylesbury 

Barking 

Barrow in Furness 

Bath 

Belfast 

Binningham 

Binningham 

Binningham 

Binningham 

Binningham 

Blackburn 

Blackpool 

Bloxwich 

Bog nor Regis 

Bolton 

Bournemouth 

Bournemouth 

Bournemouoth 

Bracknell 

Brentwood 

Brentwood 

Bridlington 

Sevenoaks Hi·Fi Brighton 

The Power Plant Hi-Fi Ltd Brighton 

Richer Sounds 

V' Audio 

Spains 

Grange Hi-Fi 

Bury Audio 

Campkins Hi·Fi 

Sieve Boxshall Audio 

Sevenoaks 

Richer Sounds 

Practical Hi·Fi 

Eric Wiley Hi·Fi 

Sevenoaks Hi·Fi 

Rhythms (Colvill Hi·Fi) 

Sevenoaks Hi-Fi 

Chichester Hi·Fi 

Monitor Sound Ltd 

Pro Muscia 

The Hi·Fi Showrooms 

Bristol 

Bristol 

Bromsgrove 

Burton·upon-Trent 

Bury St. Edmunds 

Cambridge 

Cambridge 

Canterbury 

Cardiff 

Carlisle 

Caslleford 

Chatham 

Chelmsford 

Chellenham 

Chichester 

Chorley 

Colchester 

Congleton 

Frank Harvey Hi·Fi Excellence Coventry 

Richer Sounds Croydon 

Sevenoaks Hi·Fi Croydon 

Rutters Hi·Fi Devizes 

KA de Cobains Doncaster 

Hi·Fi Corner Dublin 2 

Richer Sounds Dublin 2 

JD Brown (Est 1919) Ltd Dundee 

Wentworth Audio 

Riverside Hi·Fi 

Musical Images 

Richer Sounds 

Sevenoaks Hi·Fi 

Hi·Fi Corner 

Fleet Audio 

VJ Hi·Fi 

Dunstable 

East Twickenham 

Edgware 

Edinburgh 

Enfield 

Falkirk 

Fleet 

Folkestone 

Tel No. 

0224 322520 

0625 582704 

0252 20728 

0296 28790 

081 591 6961 

0229 838757 

0225 316197 

0232 249117 

021 4550667 

021 4292811 

021 7420254 

021 6222323 

021 6431516 

0254 691104 

0253 300599 

0922 473499 

0243 826355 

0204 395789 

0202 751522 

0202 529988 

0202 555512 

0344 424556 

0277 221210 

0277 226303 

0262 672870 

0273 733338 

0273 775978 

0272 734397 

0272 686005 

0527 872460 

0283 33655 

0284 724337 

0223 312240 

0223 68305 

0227 462787 

0222 465654 

0228 44792 

0977 556774 

0634 846859 

0245 325125 

0242 241171 

0243 778402 

0257 271935 

0206 577519 

0260 280017 

0203 525200 

081 6671100 

081 6551203 

0380 722268 

0302 326026 

010 353 1 6714343 

010 353 1 6719666 

0382 226591 

0582 663383 

081 8927613 

081 9525535 

031 2263544 

081 3421973 

0324 629011 

0252 811088 

0303 258860 

Name 

Lintone Audio 

Lintone Audio 

Musical Experience 

Richer Sounds 

Rogers Hi·Fi 

Sevenoaks Hi·Fi 

Harrow Audio 

Adams & Jarrett Ltd 

Citysound 

ETS Ltd 

English Audio 

B&B Hi-Fi 

Musical Images 

A. Fanthorpe Ltd 

Zen Audio 

Town 

Gateshead 

Gateshead 

Glasgow 

Glasgow 

Guildford 

Guildford 

Harrow 

Hastings 

Hastings 

Helston 

Hereford 

High Wycombe 

Hounslow 

Hull 

Hull 

Ipswich 

Kettering 

Tel No. 

091 4600999 

091 4774167 

041 881 1748 

041 2265551 

0483 61049 

0483 36666 

081 8630938 

0424 437165 

0424 429g91 

0326 573801 

0432 355081 

0494 535g1o 

081 5695802 

0482 223096 

0482 587397 

0473 21 7217 

0536 31 0855 

Eastern Audio 

Classic Hi·Fi 

Infidelity Kingston·upon· Thams081 9433530 

Practical Hi-Fi Lancaster 0524 36991 

The Hi·Fi Company 

AstonAudio Ltd 

Richer Sounds 

Leicester Hi·Fi Company 

Listen Inn 

Sevenoaks Hi·Fi 

The Audio Gallery 

Beaver Hi·Fi 

Richer Sounds 

Leamington Spa 

Leeds 

Leeds 

Leicester 

Leicester 

Leicester 

Liss, nr. Petersfield 

Liverpool 

Liverpool 

Audio Concept London 

Bartletts Hi·Fi London 

Billy Vee Sound Systems London 

Citysounds London 

Francis of Streatham 

Hi·Fi Care 

Hi·Fi Componenst 

Hi·Fi Experience 

Hi·Spek Electronics 

Kamla Electronics 

M. O'Brien Hi·Fi 

Musical Images 

Myers Audio 

Oranges & Lemons 

Richer Sounds 

Richer Sounds 

Richer Sounds 

Richer Sounds 

Robert Taussig 

Sevenoaks Hi·Fi 

Sevenoaks Hi·Fi 

Shasonic 

Son et Lumiere 

Sound Sense 

The Sound Organisation 

John Munro 

B&B Hi-Fi 

B&B Hi-Fi 

Halksworth Wheeler 

London 

London 

London 

London 

London 

London 

London 

London 

London 

London 

London 

London 

London 

London 

London 

London 

London 

London 

London 

London 

London 

Lossiemouth 

Luton 

Maidenhead 

Maidstone 

Central Radio (M'chester) Ltd Manchester 

Practical Hi·Fi 

VJ Hi·Fi 

Audio Insight 

Manchester 

Margate 

Milton Keynes 

0926 888644 

0943 467689 

0532 455717 

0533 539753 

0533 623754 

0533 557518 

0730 895194 

051 7099898 

051 7087484 

081 5678703 

071 6072296 

081 3185755 

071 4365366 

081 7690466 

071 6378911 

071 2231110 

071 580 3535 

081 3491166 

071 3232747 

081 9461528 

071 4971346 

081 5207277 

071 9242040 

071 3528496 

071 4031201 

071 7223359 

071 8312888 

071 2662365 

071 3529466 

081 8558016 

071 3230333 

071 5809059 

071 4022100 

071 4032255 

0343 812340 

0582 459915 

0628 73420 

0622 756756 

061 8346700 

061 8398869 

0843 226977 

0908 561551 

Name 

Technosound 

Grandix 

B&B Hi·Fi 

Richer Sounds 

Hi·Fi Western Ltd 

Listen Inn 

Richer Sounds 

Frank Walton Hi·Fi 

Town 

Milton Keynes 

New Maiden 

Newbury 

Newcastle 

Newport 

Northampton 

Nottingham 

Oban 

Oxford Audio Consultants Oxford 

Sevenoaks Hi·Fi Oxford 

The Hi-Fi Company 

The Hi·Fi Attic 

Movement Audio 

Now That's Hi·Fi 

Practical Hi·Fi 

Peterbourgh 

Plymouth 

Poole 

Portsmouth 

Preston 

Island Compact Disc Centre Ramsey 

B&B Hi·Fi Reading 

Reading Hi-Fi 

Moorgate Acoustics 

Reading 

Rotherham 

Performance Hi·Fi Systems Sevenoaks 

Sevenoaks Hi·Fi 

Moorgate Acoustics 

Richer Sounds 

Creative Audio 

Shropshire Hi·Fi 

Sevenoaks 

Sheffield 

Sheffield 

Shrewsbury 

Shrewsbury 

Richer Sounds Southampton 

Southampton Hi·Fi Centre Southampton 

Square Deal Electrical 

Base Hi·Fi 

Stamford Hi·Fi Centre 

Richer Sounds 

St. Albans 

St. Hellier 

Stamford 

Stockport 

Stockport 

BRITISH 
MADE 

Tel No. 

0908 604949 

081 336 0012 

0635 32474 

091 2301392 

0633 262790 

0604 37871 

0602 241551 

0631 62917 

0865 790879 

0865 241773 

0733 341755 

0752 669511 

0202 730865 

0705 811230 

0772 883958 

0624 815521 

0734 583730 

0734 585463 

0709 370666 

0732 740425 

0732 459555 

0742 756048 

0742 661616 

0743 241924 

0743 232317 

0703 231311 

0703 228434 

0727 852501 

0534 58518 

0780 62128 

061 4801700 

061 440 0201 Ward & Williams Ltd 

Music Matters 

Stratford Hi·Fi 

Stourbridge 0384 444184 

Stratford·upon·Avon 0789 414533 

Audio Exchange 

Thame Audio 

Chelston Hi·Fi 

Sevenoaks Hi-Fi 

Chantry Audio 

Astley Audio Ltd 

Doug Brady Hi·Fi 

Practical Hi·Fi 

Acoustic Arts 

Hi·Fi City 

Richer Sounds 

Sevenoaks Hi·Fi 

Stirling Sounds 

Cosmic 

Weymouth Hi·Fi 

Sevenoaks Hi·Fi 

Bartletts Hi·Fi 

Sevenoaks Hi-Fi 

West Midlands Audio 

Bowers & Wilkins 

Phase 3 Hi-Fi 

Worthing Audio 

Action Gate Audio 

Mike Manning Audio 

Vickers Hi·Fi 

Swindon 

Thame 

Torquay 

Tunbridge Wells 

Tuxford, nr. Newark 

Wallingford 

Warrington 

Warrington 

Watford 

Watford 

Watford 

Watford 

West Wickham 

Weybridge 

Weymouth 

Whitham 

Waking 

Worcester 

Worcester 

Worthing 

Worthing 

Worthing 

Wrexham 

Yeovil 

York 

0793 539008 

0844 215431 

0803 606863 

0892 531543 

0777 870372 

0491 839305 

0925 828009 

0925 32179 

0923 245250 

0923 226169 

0923 218888 

0923 213533 

081 7779321 

0932 854522 

0305 785729 

0376 501733 

0483 771175 

0905 612929 

0905 458046 

0903 264141 

0903 245577 

0903 212133 

0978 364500 

0935 79361 

0904 629659 

Please Telephone 0483 750667 Fax 0344 360866 
for futher information 



lludio De�ign� 26 High Street, 

East Grinstead, 

West Sussex 

RH19 3AS 

Tei/Fax: (0342) 314569 

of 
East 

Grinstead 

The Friendly Hi-Fi Specialists for Music Lovers Open Monday-Saturday 9.30-6.00 

ARCAM 
ALPHA 1 CD . . .£299.90 

ALPHA 5 PLUS CD . .£469.90 

ALPHA 5 AMP .......... £229.90 

ALPHA 6 AMP .... £329.90 

ALPHA 5 TUNER ... £219.90 

DELTA 270 CD . .£799.90 

LINN PRODUCTS 
MIMIK CD . .£798.00 

MAJIK AMP (PHONO) ..... £593.00 

KARIK CD . . .. ...... .£1497.00 

KAIR PREAMP (LINE) .. £998.00 

LK100 PWR AMP ... £549.00 

KLOUT PWR AMP . ...... £1895.00 

DELTA 290 AMP ......... £479.90 TUKAN SPKRS .£398.00 

DELTA 290 PWR AMP .... £399.90 

DELTA 250 CD TRANS ... £749.90 

XETA HOME CINEMA AMP .£999.90 

CYRUS 
CYRUS 3 AMP .£499.90 

CYRUS DAD7 CD .. £899.00 

CYRUS FM7 TUNER . .... £399.90 

CYRUS PSX PWR SUPPLY .£299.90 

KEILIDH SPKRS .£595.00 

KABER SPKRS ... £1298.00 

KAIRN PREAMP (PHONO) .£1398.00 

NAIM AUDIO 
NA CD3 CD 

NAIT 3 AMP 

NAC 92 PREAMP 

NAC 90/3 PWR AMP 

NAC 72 PRE AMP . 
MISSION 751 SPKRS (BLK) .£299.90 NAC 82 PRE AMP 

..... £898.00 

.£499.90 

... £405.00 

..... £395.00 

.. £638.00 

.... £1945.00 

...... £940.00 MISSION 752 SPKRS (BLK) .£499.90 NAP 180 PWR AMP 
MISSION 753 SPKRS (BLK) .£699.90 AUDIOLAB 
REL (SUBWOOFERS) 8000A AMP ....... ..... £479.90 
STRATA . . ...... £495.00 8000T TUNER . . .. £699.90 
STADIUM .£795.00 8000C PREAMP .. £459.90 

STENTOR . .£1495.00 8000P PWR AMP .. £649.90 

We are friendly, approachable 
Hi-Fi specialists with comfortable 

demonstration facilities 
• Audio Designs are authorised stockists for all the 

manufacturers listed below 
• A minimum 2 year BADA Warranty applies to all 

the products we sell 
• We offer a free 24 hour mail order service should 

you be unable to visit us 

pl«O% INTEREST FREE CREDIT 
Over 6, 9 or 12 months, easily arranged within 1 hour for 
personal callers. Full written details available on request. 

STOP PRESS STOP PRESS STOP PRESS 
Please call for deatils of ex-demonstration bargains including 

items from Audiolab, Linn and Nairn 

ARCAM, AUDIOLAB, CASTLE, CHORD CO., CY RUS, EPOS, KEF, LINN, MA RANTZ 
MISSION, NAIM , NAK AMICHI, QUAD , REGA, RE L,  SONY, YAMAHA + MORE 

Maybe too good to be 

- ··- .  

ECA VISTA High Definition line-Amplifier 

A.2 True Ribbon 

BRITISH 
MADE 

Rated interconnects and speaker cables are availble from your local specialist dealer . 

• STOP PRESS • • •  STOP PRESS • • •  STOP PRESS • • •  STOP PRESS • • •  

. 

"A good all-rounder capable of fine results in most systems" 

Can now be obtained in a convenient bi-wire format at £4.50 per metre. 

PLEASE TELEPHONE 0483-750667 FAX 0344-360866 FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 



Best Buy 

Recommended 

T
he bad odour of copyright theft hangs around 
the compact cassette, but there is no doubt it 
is the world's most versatile and ubiquitous 

music storage medium. Buffs may wrinkle their 
noses, but are happy to use cassette decks to 
make up tapes for the car or personal. 

There is no problem in connecting a cassette 
deck to any normal amplifier, but some care needs 
to be taken in choosing the best tapes for a specific 
machine. (Trial and error is one effective technique, 
but many decks have manual bias adjustment and 
some match up to the tape automatically.) Lab 

THE DIRECTORY 

performance and sound quality often go hand in 
hand, and are frequently somewhat dependent 
upon factory alignment. The mechanical integrity of 
the mechanism is another crucial factor, that is 
reflected in the price. 

The columns on the right indicate when the 
facilities shown in the headings are available on a 
deck. Dol by B and C offer varying degrees of noise 
reduction and the HX Pro system gives significant 
treble improvements with ferric (Type I) tapes. 
Dol by 5 increases the level of noise reduction with 
less signal degredation than B or C. Three-head 

Cassette decks 
Product £Price Comments 

120 VG Basic but well designed budget deck;_ astonishing value, only the poor metering gives the game away 
::;:::=;;::=�;:::=====--�::--: First class budget 3-head machine with a dual capstan transport that really works at reducing the 'fudge' factor 230 G 

AA Aiwa AD-WX929 
A Aiwa XK -S9000 

200 G- Equipment levels strong, and sound is both vivid and presentable. but control system daunting. 
230 A Superbly equipped twin deck that works and works well - remote control 
700 G+ Fabulous build. clunky transport and sharp, refined sound qual1ty with Dol by S or B and metal tapes 
220 G Eschews fancy gadgets for a good transport and decent electronics. Sound quality is firm and tidy but avoid Dolby C. 
440 G+ Sharp, clear and articulate sounding deck, with superb performance extending to frequency extremes 
220 A Middling sound quality at best with Dolby B; deteriorates with Dolb:oy..:C _____ _ 

�;;;=;�;;;:=====:-�3:20�A;--C;:'::ostly but musical high-spec dual deck. doesn't like modern high energy Type lis and IVs. Good stability and clarity 

recorders allow you to listen to a recording as it's 
being made, a useful qulaity control function. Bias 
adjustment allows you to fine tune the deck to suit 
different types of tape when recording. Auto 
calibration is a an automatic system for setting bias 
and Dolby levels. 

Twin deck offers the option to dub tapes or to 
play two cassettes simultaneously. Autoreverse is a 
useful convenience feature, but usually with some 
mechanical compromise. In the c-ase of twin decks 
a blob is inserted in this column even if only one 
transport autoreverses. 

• 123 
117 
105 
105 
99 
99 

111 
850 E Superb transport and a ripe, spacious sound. The Dolby S installation more successful than most. Some replay incompatibility 111 

136 
111 
127 

oow 

�H:"a"::rm::a::n ;::Ka:;:;rd;::o::;n�DC5500 
A Harman/Kardon TD4400 

Harman Kardon TD4600 
JVC TD-R452 

260 A Breathed-on DRM-71 O.wilh good external treatment offers good. if somewhat detached sanies 
200 G Unique loading mechanism provides stability, and the deck has a crisp, clean quality. Occasionally anaemic bass. 
300 G- Drawer loading deck. carefully designed, yet lacking in subtlety on audition. 
100 P Compact and ultra-basic twin deck which is rough and bass shy, with less than stable tape path. 
600 A Workmanlike sound quality offset by high price and inexplicable shortcomings like 'forgetiul' Dolby switching and no timer support. 
350 G Simple features plus excellent engineering make this a model of Integrity. 
700 A Original Dolby S deck has improved over the years and now sounds very acceptable. A strong, solid sounding deck - but expensive. 
180 A- Tidy. stable but ultimately rather soul-less experience. Auto-reverse is useful though. 
150 A· Disappointingly amorphous sound despite decent measured results. 
200 G+ Ultra-sophisticated transport at a silly price; sound quality is stable but slightly opaque. 
170 A Acceptable sound quality marred only by a loss of midband analysis and slightly edgy treble. 

�==����===�-:;:��-;N�e� at�loo�ki�ng�.�w�el�l e�quipped deck, adequately engineered but somewhat lacking musically. Worth considering if auto-reverse is a must 
-
�-;;_;;::::=:=-

----400 VG Very well equipped and fine sounding deck. includes well implemented Dolby S. 
Minimalist deck for the audiophile market. Unfortunately engineering is minimalist too 

VG Refined. exquisitely detailed and solid sounding 'budget' Nakamichi 2-header. 
VG Accomplished design with simple features (manual tape selectl) but superb sound/serviceability. 

Typically idiosyncratic Nakamichi with manual everything, Good azimuth adjustment and dynamic, authoritative sound. 
500 A+ Simplified circuit and mechanism, but the Philips badly needs a D/A converter transplant 

"'-'=;;;..;;.;...;;..;.;.;;.;.. ____ �20:...0�V. G Against the odds - a 2 head Dolby S deck that works. Well set up and fully eq"'uie:.PP c:e..:d:... . ---------
280 G Decent if slightly coloured middle ranker with FLEX to revitalise old or soggy sounding tapes. 

;;.::::;.:;,;�":"::===�-:22:0:-:P Bass is thin and coloured, and the sound lacks dynamics, pitch accuracy and overall stability- the sound is neither stable nor solid. 
120 P Good range of features, let down by poor transport and iffy electronics. 
180 A+ Mainly UK designed with audiophile intent, but spoiled by erratic output, at worst with metal tapes 

":-'-"-'"--'--== ....;.. =='-'-_.__ 290 G+ One of the finest sounding cassette decks on the market today. A mandatory Best Buy, wh1ch also fits in your pocket 
300 G Cheapest Dol by S three header yet, yet slightly let down by lack of attention to detail 
500 G Much better than average auto-reverse deck, well worth considering. Nicely engineered too. 

Superb stability and real subtlety� this must be the best TEAC yet. The only disappointment was the Dol by C 
G+ Unusually well built and non-microphonic deck with sophisticated facilities and lucid midband. 

270 G+ Not cheap, but extremely well built deck, moderately well equipped a pleasure to operate and to listen to. 
260 G Fine audio manners, especially in the midband and treble, mark th1s high class deck out from the crowd 
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THE DIRECTORY 

N 
ow over a decade old, this all digital music 
source is well established despite high disc 
prices and the opposition of some hi-fi 

enthusiasts. Compact Disc's strengths over 
conventional vinyl are complete freedom from 
surface noise, ease of use, and more robust 
software. 

However, many vinyl enthusiasts still find CDs 
sound less involving than top quality vinyl. But, 
with the dominance of CD in the high street, even 
vinyl die-hards need a CD player today. 

The columns on the right indicate when the 
facilities shown in the headings are available on a 
CD player: DAC type indicates the type of convertor 
chip used in each player, 16, 18 and 20-bit are 
multi-bit types, all the others are bitstream variants. 
In much the same way that an amp's output is not 
indicative of its sound quality, the chip used in a 
DAC isn't the only determining factor in a CD 
player's sound, but it is an important one. Remote 
control is not yet universal, and we have included a 
tick box, more to show which machines don't have 

one than which do. The existence of electrical 
and/or optical digital outputs is important for 
future upgrading with an outboard DAC, as a rule 
electrical outputs are the most desirable. Phase 
inversion in the digital domain is rare on one box 
players but can make quite a big differenc� if 
you've got golden ears. Head phone sockets are 
useful but beware of those without volume 
controls. Track entry keypads are thosewith 
calculator style buttons which makes track access 
much quicker. 

CD players 

t50 A+ Cheap, cheertul and gratilyingly lree of digital'nasties', well-equipped but safe rather than thrilling on the sonic front. Toshiba BS 

200 A A refmed version of the XC-700, sadly it has lost the magic of the original PDM Bitstrm 
���;::=====:;- 349 G+ Based on the same t·Bit circuit as Rotel's RCD-965BX but with a .raunchier, beefier but less transparent sound. ------------------�------PDM Bitstrm 

300 A+ The first UK-buitt player under £300 is hampered by a tidy but rather grey and uninspiring sound. PWM bitstrm 
=""'::===-=

---'800 G+ The dry but tightly-focussed and supremely detailed sound of this player will either beguile or aggravate, depending on taste' 
400 G- Based on an older Philips board with new CDM9 transport, this is a slim player with a:cnc:inc:n.:. oc:.:u.:. ou:.:sc.:s.:.ou:.:.n:::d _____ _ 

Hybrid 
SAA7321 
20-bit 999 G+ A stylish, midi-width player with an exceptionally refined and comfortab_ le_ s_o _un.:.. d _. L-'a-'ck-'s-'p_a.:..ss _io _n ________ ___ ___; 

������
=::::::::

�-:22�0 ;--:G:--�D� e=sp� it�e �ext� e::n� s �ive�r� e=::visions,this latest player still sounds like a typical'18-bit Denon', which is no bad thing! 
330 G- Looks the business but sound rs a real five-minute wonder. Its compelling fizz lasts about as long as a firework. 

t8-bit 
t8-bit 

�;=;��';;�;;=::;:
=

;-�tt:;O:-=:
A.:. +_ A t6-bit alternative to the CD65011 that furnishes a colourtul and animated-=-so.c.uc._n.:.. d ----------------=--'--

t90 A- A stylish-looking player with a disappointingly vague approach to_m_ u_s _ic _-rn_ a_k _in"- g ________________ _ 

t6-bi t 
SAA7350 

800 VG This flagship implementation of RLS sounds impressively bold and dynamic - a genuine rock 'n roller' 
700 G+ A refmed and more flexible version of the TL8500 multiplayer with a significantly more expressive sound 

:;,:::.,:,::;;;=;;,;;:===:--5:=00 A Technically advanced and luxuriously equipped, this player remains rather bland and unsatislying on audition 
200 A+ A slightly over-cooked version of the OP-3040 with a highly civilised but uninteresting sound. 

�:;::=.:;=�::;;;:�::::;:==:-�350 A Kenwood's first sowing of Philips' Bit Stream technology has fallen on stony ground judging by its dry and awkward sound 
t497 VG Based on Linn's original CD transport, this player sounds dry but very positive,

_ detailed and engrossing 
230 G Launched to usurp the position of its own CD-52SE, the '5211 rs less colourtul but equally appealing 
250 VG New technology has enabled Marantz to steal a march on its old CD-52 series and, once again, regain the upper hand. 

:;;:::;:��;;;;::===-:--300 G A new mains transformer plus the full complement of internal mods has recaptured the frothy if startlrng sound of the original '52 
600 G+ A recommendation just eluded the grasp of this superbly built player thanks to its very polished but restrained sound. 

:;;::::;::;::;:�;:::::::===�
-
-:300 A+ Similar to Philips' 600-series: lively, plenty of space and full of 'bounce' but a little too eager to impress in the short term 

���=�====�L�51�9;-:G� + Oddball player with a cheap top-loading transport and appaling digrtal gubbins yet saved by the euphony of its valves' 
220 G This updated version of the 5425 has traded the spontaneity of its forebear for a more precise but mechanical style of music 

t8·bit RLS 
MASHIPWM 
PEM Bitstrm 
NPC Bitstrm 
PDM Bitstrm 
Crystal BS 
PDM Bitstrm 
NPC bitstrm 
PDM Bitstrm 
bitstream 
bitstream 
hybrid 
MASH/PWM 

380 A- This looks new enough but sounds little better than the older CD Player 4 upon whic.:.. h...:it...:is'-f--'rrm-'-1-'-y-'-ba:c:sc:. ed:._. _ ________ __cc_.:..:...._ _______ _ 

�;;:;;;;;-;;;;;;=
=

==� 300 G Entry-level MusicBank player that sounds like it's come from a studio control room: plenty of dynamics and detail but little stereo depth 
18-bit 
16-bit 

350 G- A big and beely 6-disc carousel that strides confidently through rock and pussyfoots around gentle balla.:.ds:__ _______ _ Bitstream 
140 A+ A cross between Philips CD690 and CD920 is no more technically accomplished but encourages a very lively and entertaining sound SAA734t 

SAA734t 

t07 
tt9 

• 124 
• 137 
• 124 
• tt9 

tt9 
• 137 
• 107 

128 
t28 

• t24 
• 132 
• 119 
• t24 
• tt9 
• 1t9 
• tt9 
• 137 
• tt9 
• t12 
• t07 

112 
• t19 
• t24 
• t32 
• t32 
• t28 
• t19 ��=;;,��

===
=�-

:;:t6�0;--':A+ A new budget player with an appalling technical record but a surprisingly clean if und
_
e_rs_ta_te_d _ s _ou_n_d _____ _ 

200 A+ The costliest player in Philips range and the last to use its BS DAC lac . .:;k::. s ::.a .:.se:cn.:.se:_o:_f.c.in.:. te:=g:.: ra:c tio:.:.nc.:a:cn.:.d .:.st.:.er-'- eo:.:.f:c:oc.:.u:c:s:_. --------'====-----------
PDM Bitstrm • t37 

200 G- Featuring digital circuitry similar to Marantz's players but a sound that's a little:...t..:.oo.:...c.rip:.:e...:a_nd'-so_tl_. -------­

�::::';:;;;;:;�;==:::::::::::::-�30:;0�G+ Legato Link and bitstream are combined into a cheaper IC though the player sounds as manipulative and intriguing as ever. 
500 G+ The very refrned but confident, crisp and powertul sound of the '901 snatches Pioneer's LLC concept from the Jaws of defeat 
790 E DeceRtively sleek in appearance but with a pcwertul, fluid and captivating sound reminiscent of Meridian's 206 
230 A- A sea-change in transport and DAC technology lies behind the most untidy-sounding and irritating player to emerge from Rote!. 
230 G Based on the same CD-player-on-a-chip as Philips CD690 but with improved execution and buc.: ild::.. __ __ 

�����====�-3� 00 E An exceptionally refined bitstreamer: transparent, exquisitely detailed and powertully emotive. A landmark pl'-' ay_:_e _r ____ _ _ 

�:;:;::::;;;;=:;,�-=:===:!--:
25
�
0
:-'
A Not in the same class as older CD-X311 mkll. Same technology but the sound is neither as responsive or e_n.=.ga...- g'-in-=-g ___ __ 

�������;==�-::35;::0�A This 'double-DAC' version of the CD-X3t7 is more impressive, sounding light and tizzy with pop but dull with classical CD's 
t560 G+ A beautifully constructed if rather dated flagship player with an equally sedate and unadventurous sound. 

�==""'�"""..--==::-�130 G Although this budget wonder has little respect for musical convention, what emerges is still remarkably entertaining 

PDM Bitstrm • t12 
PFM bitstrm • 137 
PFM Bitstrm • 1t9 
Crystal BS • 124 
Hybrid • 137 
SAA734t • 124 
PDM Bitstrm • 100 
MASH/PWM • t07 
MASH/PWM • t12 
MASH/PWM • 124 
NPC bitstrm • 119 

:;;:;::;;�;;:;;=;;;;;;;::
==:!'"'--;:t6: 0:-':G� +--';::A warm, detailed and enjoyable pertormance from a solidly built but affordable pac _ka-=- g _e. ______________ _ 

200 A- The replacement for the successful 5-disc CDC-501 OR sounds messy, drsjointed and generally unpleasant. A great disappcintment 
PDM Bitstrm • 124 
Bitstream • 132 

230 A+ Sony's Hybrid Pulse DAC sounds great in the CDP-3tt but in this 5-disc carousel it provides a mere skeleton of a pertormance 
250 E Advanced Pulse technology collides with UK tweaking to produce one of the most fabulous CD players in recent memory. 

�;;;��:;o::====:-�850 A Bearing in mind Sugden's SDA-t converter lies at the heart of this player, its unpredictable pertormance is disappointing 
200 A A well-meaning atlempt to pare-down the CD-P4500 results in a similar looking player with a thoroughly uninspiring sound 

L..;..;..;_:c:.:......;;:=-------=-28::.:0=-:::G __ Tc:E:.:AC:_ '_- s first genuine t-bit player its sound described as having a certain ·organic warmth', very composed and easy-going. 

PLM Bitstrm • 132 
PLM bitstrm • t37 
16-bit tt9 
PDM Bitstrm • 1t2 
PDM Bitstrm • 107 

Hi-Fi Choice January 1995 149 



I TAPE DW I 

I I 

I I 

I I 

I 
A very popular choice from this 

I 
top manufacturer, with superb reviews, fine build 
quality, Dolby' B&C and Hx-Pro, all for under 
£80! /liP £119.95 Also ADF450 in stock. 



CD players continued 
Product £Price Comments 

THE DIRECTORY 

A basic analogue stage compromises the potential of TEAC's superb engineering and digital electronics. Lacks bass energy 
No more or less impressive than the old SL-PG320A, this new version is atlractive enough if slightly restrained 
Thts mix of the SL-PG520 and '420 fails to benefit from the strengths of either and only just achieves recommendation. 
A costlier, tarted-up version of the SL -PG520A that loses very litlle in the way of clarity, sparkle or in compelling dynamics 
Nothing wrong with its technical heritage but Technics' ongoing 'improvements' only serve to stifle the sound of this player. 
Yamaha has retained the CDX-660 casework but cut costs with a new multi-task IC that's not entirely de-bugged . 

Best Buy 

Recommended 

A 
CD player can be split into two basic 
components; the disc drive or transport, 
and a device which turns the digital 

bitstream coming off the disc into an analogue 
audio signal. This is called a digital to analogue 
convertor or DAC. Although most players are 
contained in a single box, expensive players are 

usually two box affairs. 

Although many of these units will be 
purchased as matching pairs, a DAC can also be 

CD transports 
Product £Price Comments . 

used to upgrade an existing CD player. Thus an 

early machine with a satisfactory transport can be 
rejuvenated by adding an outboard DAC. 

The columns on the right indicate the facilities 

available on a transport or DAC. Remote control is 
self explanatory. The existence of electrical and/or 

optical digital in and outputs is pretty fundamental 

to transports and DACs, as a rule electrical outputs 

are the most desirable. Class 1 transports are those 

with an output whose crystal clock accuracy that's 

DAC7 • 119 ----
MASHIPWM • 128 
MASH/PWM • 124 
MASH/PWM • 112 
MASH/PWM • 137 
PDM Bitstrm • 124 

better than± soppm (parts per million), certain 
DACs won't lock onto transports with a lower clock 
accuracy. DAC type shows the specific convertor 

chip employed. in much the same way that an 
amp's output is not indicative of its sound quality, 
the chip used in a DAC isn't the only determining 
factor in a CD player's sound. Phase inversion in 

the digital domain can make quite a big difference 

if you've got a high resolution system and golden 
ears. 

�:::;��;:;:;;,===-"----: 750 G+ Arcam's best effort yet is a new design based on the Phi lips CDM9 transport; specification includes Sync Lock fac_ili_:_ ty _. __ _ 
1495 VG By rights this transport should be highly incompatible yet it delivers a remarkably vivid and natural sound 130 ---
895 G+ Broadly compatible and offering a light, fresh and very bubbly sound that is both natural, engaging and unfatiguing 96 

96 :;;;;�:::=====��35�0,0 G Beautifully styled and constructed but sound is bleached and generally less inspiring than that of the P-1 0 

�;:;��;;:;:_.===;---�4300 A+ The latest version of Teac's luxury P-2 transport sounds as over-engineered as it_ lo_o _ks_. ----�------------------

�;:;-;;-:======�-:;19� 9: 0-;G
�
+-;

A:-:m;:-
t=::ld-mannered transport capable of marvellous results with lively-sounding _o_ut_bo_a _rd_ c_o _nv_e _rte_ r _s. ________________ _ 

130 
130 
130 3195 G Includes a budget version of Teac's VRDS mechanism in a fancy case; just too expensive for the pertormance on offer. 

DACs 
Product £Price Comments 

��;"'��:"':;""";::;;:"=��450 VG A very measured and sophisticated sound from a DAC that leaves plenty in reserv _e _to _ a_cc_ o_m_m_o _da_ te_fu _tu_re_ u.:..p.:. gr_a _de_s _. ------'--------
750 A+ A very sophisticated unit equipped with Sync Lock and discrete DAC circuitry. Early samples sounded restrained and grubby. 

Hybrid 
Bit Stream 
18-bit 200 G Despite its slightly veiled sound this giveaway DAC may still rescue the olde.:..s.:..t .:..of_::p...: la.:... ye.:..rs .:..f_ro_m_ o_b_so_ le_ s _ce_n_ce_ . ______________ _ 

�����;::====� 750 G Just as smooth and refined as its predecessor yet, sadly, still manages to obscure th_ e.:..p _as_ s _ion_or _ fi _re_ o_f _m_us_ ic_ . _______ _ 

600 G An oddball OAC with manual de-emphasis switching. Needs a high preamp input impedance if bass is not to suffe_r. ___ _ 
DAC7 
20-bit 

1234 G+ A weighty but neutral and highly calculated pertormer, best suited to transports like the P-10, despite Sync Lock facility. 20-bit 
16-bit 549 G Despite using a very different chipset, the S2000MD sounds as civilised and refined as A VI's other digital separate.:.. s. _____ _ 

150 VG Ridiculously under-priced, this DAC is betler suited to high-end transports than the budget players it was tntended to partner. Hybrid 
A new on-board mains filter promotes a smoother and richer sound at the expense of some life and vitality. SAA7350 
With either P-1 0 or Meridian 200 transports it delivers a very taut and dynamic sound, bathed in an open acoustic DAC7 
A neat enough package that's infested with a variety of technical bugs and severely chastised on auditio_n_. __ _ Hybrid 

Hybrid 7 45 VG A two-box converter that sounds loud, quick and very dynamic without tripping over complex material. A good 'u_ n_. --------'-
G+ Warmer but no less detailed than the earlier 200-series, the 563 really comes into its own with top-flight CD transports. 

By refining the 203's sound further Meridian have also tempered its vibrancy and 'life' . Fickle with other transports 
Has a tendency to sound light, airy and 'fast' but it can also become a little hard or - fatiguing with some digital outputs ___ _ 
Described as a modest but entertaining pertormer, achieving its sweetest balance with Arcam's D170.3 transport. ___ _ 

G+ Another modest DAC but one capable of a lean but clean and detailed sound that's typical of the DAC7 breed. 
The animated character of the T ubalog ensures it's a great upgrade on budget CD players. 

750 E The cheapest dual-differential OAC7 converter available. Offers interchangeable digital filters and top-flight sound quality. 
139 G+ Bearing in mind its expressive but very forgiving pertormance the Digit is almost embarrassingly cheap 

�-:;�;::--:-;;:::--;-::==�'--
--:;

:;:-
-::
G_ +-:N
::-
o-'-g- re _at-:'a.:..d _va_n� ce_ o� v:-:

er the basic QED Digit yet its enthusiastic sound ts more than competitive at the price 
The overly warm and heavy bass of this DAC is quite atypical of the Crystal Bit Strea_m_ D_ A_ C_. ____ _ 

A pleasant surprise from the fuddy-duddies of audio, judging by its ·masses of high resolution detail and tremendous dynamics' 
A good first effort from Thule even though its fizzy and over-eager sound could do with house-traintng. 

Crystal 
DAC7 
SAA7321 
SAA7321 
DAC7 
18-bit 
DAC7 
POM Bitstrm 
Bit Stream 
Crystal 
TDA1541 
OAC7 
16-bit 909 G Fine but slightly dated and costly package in pertormance terms - but flexible, musical and t w _el _l b_u _ilt ____________ _ 

.A. ._ ________ ....__.:.._50.:...:.. 9 G+ Offering a sharp and dynamic sound, all the more captivating for its lack of graininess and 'tizz'. A reliable upgrade 16-bit 
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MAIL ORDER 
Our mail order service is fast and efficient. All we require are 

your credit card details when your order is placed. Our Data 

Post Service operates daily, ensuring quick, safe delivery. 

Carriage is FREE OF CHARGE FOR ANY SALE OVER 
£100 throughout the UK, but not on price match" ex display. 

Delivery charge of £8 per unit below 10K. 

FREE DELIVERY �lAINLAND UK 

FOR FAST & EFFICIENT 
MAIL ORDER 

� HOTLINE ::m: 

081-520 7277 
1. All goods fully guaranteed 
2. All goods brand new 
3. Delivery tree 
4. All prices include VAT 6-7 Central Parade Hoe Street 

Walthamstow London E17 4RT 
(Near Tube and Cinema) Fax: 081-503 6677 081-520 7277 

e Our own service department will make sure 
you continue to enjoy that great sound both 
during and after our one year warranty period. 

THESE PRICES ARE VALID END DECEMBER 1994 E&OE 

PRICE PROMISE 
Our prices are competitve but should a 
product be available at a lower price or any 
options from an authorised dealer ... We will beat it b up to £20! 

AMPLIFIERS AMPLIFIERS 
PM32/PM43 . .......... £139/£199 AX380 . .... .... .. ... .... £199 PM531PM63... £249/£:299 AX470/570 . ..... .. .£.239/£289 
��� ���t54'SE�.1':2 ... .. ..... .. £479 TUNERS 
PMS OSEM2 ....... ........ £lggf£J2S TX480/580RDS . .£139/£199 KENWOOO VSA701 S 

·VI#J;t•@!•I#l•l .. ·1�!11:;.i4;J:Ut§I,!J§I;f 

AV AMPLIFIERS 
.. . .... .. £749 CASSETTE DECKS KRV 6060/7050 .. .... . . ,.£349/£399 VSX452. 

�:7�:v���fA�?� ... -.£399��� ���g���g::::::.::g:��g:� ��V00/7700 .... ...... £299/£599 ����:00 . .. .. .. ... .. ... ........ .. £369 AMPLIFIERS 
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C
��������� ��g����C'K ..... .. .... .. ... ....... £449 �������- - - .. . ......... ..... .. £399 TCK2158/4158 . . £129/C199 

DCC RXV470/DSPA780 .. £399/£629 SAGX370LK . .. .... . .. . . . .... . ..... £279 AV500P RE AMP..... . ....... £599 TCK515SfTCK611S .. . £249/POA 

DD82 ....... ....... .... ... ...... £199 DSPA970/A2070 .£799/£1099 PIONEER MA POWER AMP.. . ....... £249 TWIN CASSETTE DECKS 
CD PLAYERS DSPE200/E580 .. £369/£449 VSAD B 02S.. . . ... £569 SR 73 RECEIVER.... .. ...... £699 TCWR4458/R5458 £149/£199 
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CD10/CD16 . .... . £1199/£1399 NSESO/ NSC80 ..... £1191£99 
CO PLAYERS 

������2SE ... . ............... £699 NSC110/YSTSW60 .... £149/£199 iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii1!i'iffii:imffiEJ:!!§iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii CDP312/CDPC345 MV633- VIDEO ......... . . .. £549 YSTSW120/SW200 .... £299/£399 ·11JI:!el;!f'.i3•l•l3'·1!#j; CDPllSE/CDP9l5E 
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S,PCH ... "129.00 

RSTR474K TWIN ... £199.00 EQUALISER CDPM302/CDPC32SM ... £1291t229 
SYSTEM 1/2 ......... . £899/£999 �;����;:; 1. RSTR575K ... .... .. ... £249.00 SHE85K ............. ... £149.00 MINI DISC RECORDER PLAYER 
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CP230/CP430 ........ £399/£499 AMPLIFIERS SUA700K 45W.PCH .. £249.00 RSBX646K ............ £229.00 SHE90 ................... £249.00 ZS-M1 ......................... £599 ���1�:��0�5. ·· ·· .£199/£249 310/302 .. ... .. ... .. £129/£179 SUAB OOK M1 1 ............ £329.00 RSBX?4?K ............ £299_00 MIDI SYSTEMS OAT RECORDER PLAYERS 
304/306 .. ·· ·  ....... £239/£349 SUA900K 80W,PCH . £399.00 CDX120-40WPCH .£699.00 WMDT1 . ...... ........ ... ..... £299 

������i15 ... ... £1291£249 TUNERS SUA900 Mkll .. .. .... £399.00 CD PLAYERS CDX320-50WPCH .£799.00 TCD7 ........ ... .... ...... ... . £499 
DS110/220/440/660 .. . . POA 6r:5 �����S

WINNER .£169 SUE2000K PREAMP ....... £699.00 SLPDG67 ............... £179·00 CDX520-60WPCH .£899.00 DTC60ES .............. .. ... £799 
SEA2000K POWER-100W ... . £1049 SLPD867 · · ............ £199·00 MINI SYSTEMS MIDI SYSTEMS 

•• '1 0<t �r., �. ;��/�OJLri.PLAY��791g�� TUNERS SLP G360AK .......... £149.00 SCCH404-35WPCH .... £499.00 C
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79
9 !-i![� ���������� ��!!]-; CASSETIE DECKS ST GT 650LK-ADS .. £229.00 SLPG440AK .......... £169.00 SCCH505·50WPCH .... £599.00 L L 

f;1111:!e!;J&4#j•l•l#-1 13;1 602 .............................. £199 ST GT SSOLK·RDS .. £189.00 SLPG560AK .......... £199.00 SCCH515-MULTI CD .... £649.00 gg���Cci ��
US
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9
9
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5
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·/£5

£7
99

99 
CASSETIE DECKS TURNTABLES ST 610LK ........ ... .... £129.00 SLPS740AK ..... ..... £249.00 SCCH750·50WPCH.£799.00 
DRM540/740 ... ... £159/£259 5120/533 ..... ...... £119/£199 CASSETTE DECKS SLPS840K ............. £429.00 SCCH950-PRO LOWE ... £999.00 COMPACT PLUS 795AV ..... £999 
ORS640/810 ....... £199/£299 RECEIVERS RSTR373K TWIN ... £179.00 SLP2000K ... ... .... ... £995.00 SCCH909D-DAC ... £999.00 COMPACT PLUS 995AV ... £1499 
DRW760 TW I N. .£249 701n05 . .. ...... ... .. £259/£329 MINI SYSTEMS 
TUNERS AV AMP & PROCESSORS MHC450/MHC550 ..... £299/£329 
TU260L ...... ....... .... .. ..... £119 910n1GAV .. ..... .. c3991c599 MHC650/MHC2900 ... £379/£499 
�E3���3���0RDS . £189/£219 ��o����o�:�:�.����;99 ·11ii:tel;1&4#!•l•l#·1!§j; ��c���g�A\1.���7�� DRAJGSRD-RDS ...... ... £249 902/906 POWER .. £199/£499 AMPLIFIERS XC750 .... .......... .... .... .... £89 NSX340 .................. .. £299 MHC7900AV ..... .. .. . .. . £1499 
g�A����R�DS .. ...... . £319 214/2100 POWER ... £349/£309 XA003 40W PCH ...... . . £139 XC950 ..... ... ....... .... ... .. £109 NSX400 .. . ........... ..... £299 MICA PMC301 . ..... .. .... £299 

ggg�����6;s·::J�����g ������SS
POWER .. £459/£899 ru�s�R�

OW PCH ...... £229 
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DCM340 5 DISC S ....... £299 801MM/800 .. ...... . £99/£149 �����'i�ikoec�'i9i£149 
ZttO . .. ...................... £399 ����737 . . ::: :: :: ::.�� TAAV5708 .. ..... .. ...... ... . £399 

AMPLIFIERS 802/804 ..... ... ..... £229/£329 ADF4501850 £1191£229 ZHOO ················ ... .. .  £499 0939 £ TOTAL PAOLOGIC PACKAGE 

������!����·::td::;g�� aoacc ........................ £159 DOUBLE cAS-SETTE ZD31DDM ... ... .. ... ....... . £599 NSX45
.
QG· ·:::::::::::::::::::£ �� D OLBY PRO KIT ..... .... £349 

PMA715R ... ... ... .... ..... . £299 ADWX727/828 ... £169/£199 ZD1000M .. ..... ..... ... £799 NSX520 .................... £349 TAAV570 KIT . .. .. .......... £499 
AV AMPS ADWX929 ... ... ..... .... ..... £249 ZD700M .. .... ....... ..... ... £799 MICRO SYSTEMS SAVA3/SAVA1 .. .£799/£599 
AVC1530/AVA1000 . .. £479/£519 CD PLAYERS ZD9100M .. ... .... ...... .... £899 LCXS0/7 . .. ........ .. £249/£299 PROLOGIC EFFECT SPEAKERS 

AVC2800/AVC77 .. . £799/£399 1·1iii;(•l;J&4#!•I•l#J!3;1 DXM100 . ......... .. ... . .. £149 MINI SYSTEMS LCX60/65 . .. ........ £299/£299 SS77/SS390AV ...... £49/£99 
MINI SYSTEMS AMPLIFIERS XC300 .. .. ... .. .. . ... .. .. £149 NSX270 ...................... £279 LCX9/70M ... .... .. £349/£379 SAW90/DOLBY SKIT ... £349/£149 
DF10/DF10S .... £999/£1149 HKSt50/HKS2SO .. .. . £1991£279 LASER DISC PLAYERS 
090/0905 .......... £669/£739 HK6350RIHK65SiJ ..... £399/£429 MDP650/MDP850 ... £599/£6 99 
g���98��cis·::::J������� HK1200/AVA30 .... . . £279/£1149 
on 0/01 1 os .. .... £799/£869 TUNERS iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii·1:ijil�i�: t�•l� ;!ffih."1[3�•�1� •1]91�·1ll�3 ;ijiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii TU9200/TU9400 ........ £219/£299 • •••• •••• ·- - · ---· 

PIONEER 
CO PLAYERS AMPLIFIERS 
HD7400/HD7450 ....... £199£219 KA1060/2060R ... £139/£169 
HD7500/HD7525 ....... £259/£449 KA3020SE AWARD ...... £199 

KA3060A/4060A.£229/£279 
t-1ill:tel;!@#j•l•l#'.jl#j;l KA5020/5050R ... £249/£349 
AMPLIFIERS KA7050R .. . .. ...... ... ........ £499 
A102 30 W,PCH .. ...... £129.99 : AV, AMPS & RECEIVERS 
A203 40 W,PCH .. . £169.99 TURNTABLES KAV3700N7700 .£299/£599 
��gg�o :.:2HH ···::::·g��:�� CS430 .. . ............... £129.99 KRA4060 ...... .. .... ..... ... .. £229 
A400X60 W,PCH .. .... £279.00 CSSOS-2. . ...... £179.99 KAV6060/KAV7050 .£349/£429 
A602 80 W,PCH .... £329.00 CS2215 .... ... .... ..... .. £179.99 CASSETTE DECKS 
VSA701S/0802S .. . £499/£599 CS505·4/CS705-1 . .  .£229/£349 KX3060/KX5060S .... £169/£249 
TUNERS 

KX7060S/KX9050S .£329/£549 
DOUBLE CASSETIE DECKS 

KXW4060/W6060 ....... £170/£199 
KXW8060 .... ... ... ..... .. .... £259 
CD PLAYERS 
DP2060/DP3060 . . £159/£199 
DP5060/DP7060 .... £2 49/£37 9 
DPR4060/DPM6060 ... £199/£249 
TUNERS 
KT1060l!TKT2060L .... £119/£149 
KT3050UKT6050 ... £179/£299 
GRAPHIC EQUALISERS 
KE2060/GE7030 ...... £149/£229 

TURNTABLES 
KD492F .. ...... ..... .. .. ... . .... £99 
P100 MINI ............... ..... £89 AMPLIFIERS 
MINI SYSTEMS AXR58K/562 . .... £249/£249 
UD302/UD502 .. .. £399/£499 AXA372/472 ...... £199/£249 
UD552/UD751M ... £549/£749 AXA662/ Z1010 .. £329/£649 
UD952 .......................... £999 TUNERS 
MIDI SYSTEMS FX362/FX572 .. .. . £129/£199 
M28/28MG ......... £499/£599 CASSETTE DECKS 
M58/58P ... ....... ... £799/£899 TOW 1 06/208 ..... . £119/£169 
M58M/M58MP ... £849/£949 TDW308n08 . ..... £199/£249 
M97G/M97MG ... £1249/£1299 TDX372/472 ....... £169/£196 

F203 ..................... ........ .  £129 
F303 ........ ..... ...... ........ . £179 SPEAKERS SPEAKERS SPEAKERS 

TDW562/662 .... .. £219/£269 
CD PLAYERS 
XLM408/MC1 00.£299/£799 F502 .............................. . £249 

PROJECTION TVs 

• I � 
SDT5000/4000TV£3999/£3300 : -�g,6�63�s £n9t£159 5£;! 4•ifi\11!J t-1illl(•l;lf'.43•*•J:f·11*' 
�g�j�3;��::::::::::���!:� SPEAKERS A PAIR SPEAKERS 1/3 .............. £99.99/£119.99 

CELESTION 

�g:6�'j��53�-�-�-�491£299 760i!76
DiSE . ... ... . £109/£129 i��;g���g ::::::g:����� �f:1i1S·.·_:£2S��?r2���g�: 

PDTM3/PDF100 ...... £499/£599 732/733 ... .. .... .. ... £199/£299 TLX150/160 . £299/£399 

g���3E0��3����-�£1691£199 734/735 .............. £429/£699 ��
1 ���;��- ::

·
.£��7���� 

CTS630SIS830S ....... £299/£499 73Cn3PS . ... ...... £149/£179 HUG1/G2 .......... £199/£399 

g:����£-:-.. ����� ces; t<l; 1 t·!�!u;�t4¥1·•·l:t-'!*' 
�tjA:S�����-� ..... ... £1191£149 P·11U:!el;1&4¥!•1•l#-1!§j;l S�o���tfaEiMk�-R0".:::£59��1�� 
GRAPHIC EQUALISERS SPEAKERS MODUS MINI/CENTRE .... £139/£119 GRSSS/777 ...... ... ... £199/£249 SC10/S30 .......... £119/£159 MODUS lfTHAEE ...... £1 59/£11 9 

���ci���.:.EMS
_ ..... £3991£549 t-1ill;(e!;l&43•l•l3'·1@3;1 S50/S70 ............ £319/£649 MODUS 5fTHAEE ..... £259/£339 

340o/SOO... . . ... £6491£779 HEADPHONES SSO ST/2 ................. £379.99 MODUS MOVIEW FIVE ....... £349 
JV600/J700 ............ £879/£9S9 HD320/HD330 . ..... £371£49 VSB1 OON100 .. .. £229/£199 MODUS MOVIES SEVEN .... £459 
JV600LD lnc Lazer Vision Disc H0340/HD520 ....... £59/£84 CERWINVEGA ����rS.YST"EMS ··· · · · ... £1199 HD530/H0540 ... .. £89/£109 

��g��1�w .. :::::::��!����: 
t-11U:Iel;Jt. 43•1•13'·1!§j;l t-11JI:Iel;lf'.4#•I•J:ii·1!#;J 

�2�����sC "Pi..AYE.AS 
.. £549 �f������� ........ £149/£229 ��n���\� .::::::·:::::::g��:�� 

gtg����os::··:::.:::�����;�� oT331/311 ............. £49/£44 �������s ::::::::�����r� g:���; �gg :::::::::::::����:�� 
CLD2950/160K ........ £699/POA DT511/801 ........... £99/£149 DC10 ... ....... .. ......... £849.99 Outdoor ..... .. .... .... .. £109.99 

XLV174/274 .... ... £139/£159 
XLV574/674 ....... £249/£299 
MINI SYSTEMS ADAGIOS 
S20/S30 ............. £369/£429 

SPEAKERS S50/S50A ........... £469/£499 
2001/2002 .. . ... £119/£159 G7/G9 ................ £799/£999 
OM6001/61 01. . ... £189/£249 ���6���:��-�. £4291£499 OM6201/6301. . . .. £429/£699 MICRO SYSTEMS 
TEM/CENTRLE ... £139/£149 UXT/UXA4 .......... £299/£349 
THREATRO/TWIN BASS ... £299/£229 UXC7/ A55R ..... ... £359/£369 
TEAM BASS/OVALE .. £159/£299 
VEATICALEIAARAY ..... £399/£89 NAKAMICHI 
li j/ .. ,:.:.ri�•� t·liii:i•l:@•l•l"·l!3;1 �� �.:.: �-'-�� • CASSETTE DECKS P·11JI:!el;1&4#!•1•13'·1!3;1 DR1/DR2 ............ £849/£599 

603 ii/605 ii . ...... .£109/£139 OR3/CR7E .......... £359/1995 
DRAGON ................... £2350 

607 ii/609 ii . .... .. £189/£249 CD PLAYERS 
611 ii/615 ii .. .... .. £369/£679 M84S/MB3S ..... £299/£499 
6SE/6S5 .. . ....... £89/£89 M82S/M81S ..... £699 /£899 
631/632 ....... .. .. . .£149/£189 
633/636 .. ... ........ £319/£419 
637/638 ... .. .... .. .. £499/£599 
631/632/633/644 ..... .. PDA 

TUNERS 
ST2/ST3S .......... £399/£349 
AMPLIFIERS 
IA1/IA2 
IA4S 

.. :/lb9:.SPEAKERS 
SPECIAL OFFER 

PART EX. YOUR SPEAKERS & GET UP TO 

£200 OFF 
ACOUSTIMAS 7M2 £829 NOW £629 
ACOUSTIMAS 5M2 £759 NOW £559 
ACOUSTIMAS 3M2 £499 NOW £349 
ACOUSTIMAS 4M2 £599 NOW £449 

WHEN PART EXCHANGE NOW PRICES ARE VALID 
FREE COLLECTION & DELIVERY MAINLAND UK 

EX-DISPLAY 
THESE ARE ONE ONLY GENUINE PRODUCTS AT 

PHENOMENAL SAVINGS. ALL ARE NEW IN MAKERS 
BOXES AND FULLY GUARANTEED FOR 12 MONTHS 

CO PLAYERS AMPLIFIERS 
MARANTZ MARANTZ 
CD1 O/C053 .. ... ..... ... POA PM44SE/52SE 
D72/CD63 . ............... POA PM63/54SE 
NAD502 .... .... ... .... .... POA KENWOOD 
NAD505M/5000 ....... POA KA1030/2060A 
KENWOOD KA302SE/5050 
DP2050/3050 .. £139/£159 NAD 302/304 
DP5050/7050 .. £219/£299 PIONEER 
CASSETIE DECKS A400/A400X . .. . £189/£239 
SONYTCK611S . ..... . £229 102/602 ....... ... ... £99/£249 
KENWOOD KXZ3050 .... £149 JVC AXA502/742 .... £189/£269 
KENWOOD KXZ5530 .... £179 SPEAKERS 
AV AMPS & RECEIVERS BOSE AMS System 
KENWOOD BOSE AM3 System 
KRV6050/6060 .... £299/£299 BOSE AM? System 
KRV7050/7700 ..... £349/£529 CANON 530 
SONY JBL TLX140 
TAAV570KIT ....... ..... £449 JBL TLX120 
SAVA3!TAAV510 ...... £369 JBL TLX150 
TECHNICS B&W 6201M2 
SAGX550LK ......... ... £419 B&W 600M1 
SAGX350LK ............. £289 JAMO ART .. 
MAAANTZ NAD 800/802 
PM700AV ... ............. . £299 CELESTION 7/5 

Visit our Showrooms 
Open: Mon-Sat 9am-6pm 
Please nng before com1ng for stock ava1lab1hty 

MAIL ORDER (081) 520 7277 
Please supply ________ _ 

I enclose cheque/PO for £ ____ _ 

Expiry Date _________ _ 

Name ____________ _ 

Address _____ _____ _ 
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... 

Product £Price Comments!.,:.":� 
1200 VG A very sophisticated combination that sounds silky-smooth without appearing sofl or sugar-coated. A bargain two-box player. Hybrid . 133 

A multi-box combination with a Bit Stream DAC that is fundamentally more inspiring than its partnering transport. DAC7 . 120 

1900 G+ A powertul-sounding and perhaps slightly heavy-handed combination that cuts right to the heart of its music. 20-bit . 133 

3245 G An ingenious combination thal 1ncludes a clock-feed from the DAC to CD transport. Capable of astonishing results DAC7 . t20 

3890 G A highly advanced duet with ad1uslable dither facility. Sadly ils different seltings only usher-in differenl compromises. Bit Stream . 133 

2195 VG A two-box player based on Pioneer's Stable Plalter CD transport. Its music always sounds fast, furious and fascinating. 20-bit . 120 

2495 G+ Partnering Linn's Numerik DAC with its Karik CD player (as transport) provides a dry, dynamic but also slightly dirty sound. 20-bit . 120 

1390 G Now updated with Crystal B1t Stream technology, this popular duet has unfortunately lost much of the charm and poise of the ong1nal. Bit Stream . 120 

1670 A+ Combined with its own 500 transport, the recommended 563 sounds disapointingly thin. brash and uncomfortable. Crystal . 133 

3100 VG Meridian's top-of-the-range two-box player looks and sounds both distinctiue and elegant, the pertect partner for a cultured system' DAC7 . 120 

3090 VG An intrigumg combination that provides a beefy and enthusiastic pertormance via its balanced AES/EBU connection. 20-bit . 133 

5214 G+ The third in a series of unusual transport/DAC combinations and a pairing that retains a powertul, confident and rugged sound 20-bit . 120 

4900 VG In d�rect contrast with its appearance. this duet positively sparkles with colour and resonant detail. 

1500 VG They may lack the resolution of high-end colleagues but still sound warm. bubbly and perpetually entertaining. 

6000 A· Teac's VRDS statement looks a million dollars but sounds rather thin and uninvolving. A great disappointment. 

2696 G+ A caut1ous and slightly over-ref1ned combination that fails to make the best of either component. 

DAT players 

O
AT, or digital audio tape, has been on the 

market for quite some time now but has 

never really 'made it' as a consumer 

medium, probably due to the fact that very little 

prerecorded software has been made available. 

In the last year or so it has began to carve itself 

a niche at the top end of the market replacing reel 

to reel tape recorders as the audiophile's tape 

based medium. 

The DAT standard specifies a 48kHz sampling 

rate, which is higher than CD, so direct copying in 

the digital domain is only possible on those 

machines with dual sampling frequencies, ie 48kHz 
and 44.1kHz. Some machines also record at 32kHz 

20-bit . 133 

20-bit . 120 

18-bit . 133 

Hybrid . 133 

to give a longer recording time for a given length of 

tape, this is shown in the LP mode column. 

The optical and electrical in/outputs in the 

column headings are for digital signals, analogue 

in/outputs are universal. The AES/EBU and 5/PDIF 

socketry is for connection to professional 
components such as mixing desks. 

OAT players 
Product £Price Comments • 

900 A+ Ambitious but ultimately disappointing deck with an opaque musical delivery and more features than you can shake a stick at 111 

111 

111 

1111 A Slick. powertully equipped. this pro OAT has a clear, quick and colourtul sound somewhat lacking in weight and substance 

____ 

.....__
1
_
199 A+ Interesting pro OAT deck with solid, tangible sound quality which is nevertheless lacking in analysis 

Headphones 

T
here are a variety of different approaches to 

head phone design. Amongst the more 
expensive models, electrostatic drivers are 

used in open-backed phones. The majority of these 

come with some form of transformer which usually 
takes the signal from the speaker terminals on the 

amplifier, but some can run from a pair of tape out 
sockets. 

Headphones 
Product £Price Comments 

The more down to earth (see affordable) 
models feature dynamic, or moving coil, drivers in 

circular open or closed backed designs. The 

advantage of open backs seems to be a 

correspondingly open sound, but one can also of 
course hear external noises. Closed-back designs 
are useful in situations where it is necessary to 
block out background noise, but they aren't 

42 A Good quality personal oriented phone. could have a better sense of space but is musically quite communicative 

46 A The K 135s don't live up to the usual AKG standards, though they do have the ability to reproduce rhythm well 

:;;;:;;;===:-'-�8�2;-G Something of a classic, these AKGs are very user friendly in all respects; sonically on the warm side of neutral 

G+ A very revealing and unusual twin dnver design that uses the same principle as a satellite dish to beam sound into the ear 

Heavyweight cans in most respects, the K340 with its electrostatic tweeter is a very revealing 11eadphone 

Comfortable over long sessions. Sound is exquisitely detailed. dynamic and uncoloured 

G+ Open and clear, they reproduced music with impressive definition, balance is on the light side but transparency is high 

One of the best dynamics on the market, hocks directly to speaker outputs and makes much of the competition sound lame 

The closed-back 91 Os are an improvement on the 909s with a nice rhythmic quality rarely found with headphones 

generally as good sonically. 

Another means of distinguishing different 

types is the way they sit on your head. There are 

three styles: circumaural models enclose the ear 

and rest on the side of the head; supra-aural 
designs feature a fiat pad which presses on the 
outer ear (pinna); and intra-aurals rest inside the 
ear itself, and are popular with personal stereos. 

4.rv. 
.. .�, &� 

Supra-aural 99 

Supra-aural 63 

Circumaural 63 ----
Circumaural 63 

C�rcumaural 75 

Supra-aural 121 

Circumaural 111 

Extra-aural 99 

Circumaural 55 

Hi-Fi Choice January 1995 153 



Home Entertainment is the number 1 magazine for 
reviews and news about all the latest audio visual 
products. From large screen TVs, NICAM video 
recorders, surround sound speakers, camcorders 
and laserdisc players to widescreen and collector's 
edition video releases, Home Entertainment has 
everything you need to create the ultimate enter­
tainment system in your front room. Home 
Entertainment makes it easy. 

An issue of Home Entertainment costs £2.25, how­
ever if you take out a one year subscription you can 
save 25% on the cover price. Subscribe for 2 years 
and you will save 33%, and a 3 year subscription will 
give you as much as 40% discount, that's more than 
a year's worth free! 

YES! I cannot miss this special offer 

Free gift if you subscribe 
And we've got a special offer just for you! If you 
take out a subscription we'll send you a FREE film 
on video. You can choose any one of these special 
edition films: 

METHOD OF PAYMENT 

Blade Runner -The director's cut-Cert 15 

Thelma & Louise- widescreen edition-Cert 15 

Mad Max -widescreen edition - Cert 18 

Casablanca- collector's edition-Cert U 

Lethal Weapon- widescreen edition-Cert 18 

Batman -widescreen edition - Cert 15 

Subscribe to Home 
Entertainment and 
we'll send you a free 
fLlm, simply name your 
choice on the coupon! 

This offer won't 
be repeated, so 
subscribe NOW! 

Start my subscription from the next available issue and send me my free film. D I enclose a cheque for £ .. 
Dennis Publishing ltd - Home Entertainment 

lsteriing) made payable to 

3 YEARS 
2YEARS 
1 YEAR 

OUK£49 
OUK£36 
OUK£20 

The film I would like is ... 

I am over 15 /18 Delete as aoolicable 

D Europe £80 
D Europe £55 
D Europe £32 

Signed 

OWorld£107 
OWorid£73 
OWorid£42 

Please note these films are PAL and will not be compatible in some countries outside Europe 

DETAILS 
Name .. 

Address .. 

D Please charge my D Visa D Access/Mastercard 

Credit Card Number 1_1_1_1_11_1_1_1_11_1_1_1_11_1_1_1_1 
Expiry date 1_1_11_1_1 Today's date 1_1_11_1_11_1_1 
Signed 

0 Please indicate here if you do not wish to receive details of further special offers or new produc:ts. 

Post this application form to: 
Home Entertainment Subscriptions, FREEPOST WD7 Bristol 8512 OBR 
(Postage is FREE if posted in the UK) 

OYERS£AS READ£RS: Please post to Home Entertainment Subscriptions, 
Bradley Pavilions, Bradley Stoke North, Bristol 8512 OBQ 

HomeEntertainment RSOlHF 



THE DIRECTORY 

Headphones continued 
246 G Electrets which connect to the amps speaker outputs, it sounds a little too smooth but would suit aggressive amps Circumaural 111 

45 A+ Uncharacteriustically tight, unrefined soud quality from otherwise well engineered 'phone Supra-aural 133 
----

A reasonable but not very thrilling headphone that doesn't really offer enough at the price Supra-aural 111 

VG Probably too revealing for many headphone amps these are very subtle and line if expensive cans Circumaural 111 

119 VG A significant pair of dynamic headphones; they have a smooth and yet revealing neutral sound that is hard to criticise Circumaural 55 

399 E These electrostatics have an openness of sound rarely found in the breed, with good dynamic range to boot Circumaural 55 

75 G+ Whilst very unusual in appearance, the Floats give remarkable sound quality and openness at a reasonable price Circumaural 55 

99 G+ Helmet shaped and pretty unflattenng but open sounding and comfortable in the long term. te lack of adjustment Circumaural 63 

Competent but rather undistinctive cans, a bit middle of the road and well suited to aggressive sources Supra-aural 111 

Broadly acceptable if unexciting design with low level losses and some colourations Circumaural 121 

20 A- First step up from a true mini: a near miniature which is cheap, comfortable and inoffensive Supra-aural 121 

30 A- AM radio like bandwidth limitations and colourations, and rather flaky build Supra-aural 133 

30 p Solid, smoothn sounding but congested and undynamic. Includes in-lead controls. Supra-aural 133 

37 G- Acceptable if unexciting all-rounder, with good long-term comfort levels. Supra-aural 133 

20 p In-lead controls are the highlights of this shoddy, sometimes agressive sounding design. Supra-aural 133 

40 E Superb value: articulate, accurate and musically effective, but location on ears can be uncertain. Supra-aural 133 

35 A+ Still the one by which others at the price are measured, though now slightly leaden sounding, cold treble Supra-aural 121 

170 G+ A line sounding and comfortable headphone that's likely to work well with most sources Circumaural 111 

45 G- Fa1r acoustic isolation and comfortable curcum-aural construction, moderate sound quality Circumaural 133 

60 G+ A very competent headphone, creates a remarkable sense of space for a closed back design and sounds natural to boot Circumaural 99 

90 G+ Reasonably comfortable and eminently listenable these Sonys have characteristically good bass power and relaxed hi Circumaural 111 

678 E The Gamma pros are like a stethoscope for your hi-li, revealing subtleties that many loudspeakers fail to resolve Circumaural 63 

t644 E The Signature when combined with the SRM-T1 valve driver must be the most transparent head phone available Circumaural 72 

239 G+ The next model down the Stax range from the Lambda, the Gamma is an excellent headphone with little to criticise but the price Circumaural 55 

AA Best Buy 

A Recommended 

674 G+ An industry reference, frighteningly revealing, bringing across more information than loudspeakers costing twice as much 

E Extracts layers of information that other headphones only hint at. The SRM-1 has more edge than the SRM-T1 

100 A Another very comfortable sealed model, modest sound isolation and uneven sound favouring bass 

40 G+ Although slightly overblown a! limes, this model is easy on the aers and essentially enjoyable. 

55 G A new mid price reference from a new and interesting source. Good all round, no obvious shortcomings 

Loudspeakers 

L
ast item in the hi-fi chain, to some extent the 
loudspeaker is merely the slave of what has 

gone before, capable only of reproducing a 

signal as good as it is fed. Nevertheless the 

distortions (colorations and stereo effects) 

introduced by loudspeakers (and rooms) tend to 

be more immediately obvious than those 

anywhere else in the chain, so careful choosing 

according to taste is very important. 

The average loudspeaker consists of a smallish 

enclosure, much of which may have begun life as 
part of a tree, plus a couple of drive units hidden 

behind a removable grille. Inside the box lurks a 

simple electrical circuit known as a crossover, 

which divides the incoming (full range) signal into 

the right bits for the drivers to handle. Variations 

on the above formula are specifically identified in 

the entries. The designer's primary task is to 

balance the 'sensitivity' of the loudspeaker (how 

loud it goes for a given electrical input) against the 

Loudspeakers 
452 G R1ch and slightly heavy balance doesn't mask line mid/treble coherence and transparency. Entry level for all-metal drivers 

950 G Amongst the best miniatures around, shows exceptional mid locus and coherence, but is pricey and could be more agile. 

1650 G+ Solid, authoritative and impressively accurate- if a shade ponderous and slow 

Circumaural 55 

Circumaural 75 

Circumaural 12t 

Circumaural 133 

Supra-aural 121 

bass extension (how low does it go), shown as 
'bass from', for the given box size. After that such 
subtleties as coloration (or lack of it) and 

dispersion come into the equation. 

Careful placement of the loudspeakers within 

the room is as important as the initial choice of 

model. See siting columns for guidance. For good 

stereo they need to be more or less the same 

distance from nearby walls. Models not ticked as 

'floorstanding' will require rigid stands. 

39x21 x26 28 84 118 

29.5x18x25 48 84 102 

63x26.5x37 23 85 86 

100 A Loud and lively budget wall-mount is bigger and beefier than most of the competition, if lacking some subtlety and refinement 33.5x24x21.5 30 87 94 

170 A- Pretty enough in appearance, sonically the AL 105 doesn't really make the grade at the £150 asking price 37x24x21 45 87 78 

Compact bookshelf model is a little dry and mid forward, but bass is extended and solid 40x24.5x22.5 28 86 102 

Pretty well balanced if slightly mid forward, but sound quality is a little disappointing for the price 63x28x27 30 88 98 

Small and solid as a brick, this micro-miniature has limited bass and bright balance, but sounds agile and communicative 25.5x14.5x15 50 85 . 106 

Power hungry full range ribbon panels have remarkable transparency and delicacy, loudness and 'grunt' are a bit lacking 122x70x6.5 30 81 81 

300 G Pretty luxury compact sounds a shade forward and coloured but has dynamic and lively bass for 1ts s1ze 37.5x22.5x27.5 40 87 94 

1461 G+ Massively built, invariably informative but the rather forward presentation can be uncomfortable 44x24x31 28 82 86 

1300 G+ Lovely coherence, great mid band dynamics and transparency, extended bass and high sensitivity- pity it's so darn ugly! 80x36x28 20 91 106 

799 G+ Light damping and local unevenness adds sorne coloration, but doesn't spoil the very lively, dynamic and coherent sound 58.5x33x24.5 25 90 110 

400 A Two very tasty drivers rather outclass the cabinetwork; a capable but slightly dull compact stand mount 40x22x25 30 87 126 

120 A Cunningly concealing its (very real] limitations, this is just about the smoothest and best balanced miniature around 29x18x21 48 87 118 

190 A- Flashy and assertive ghetto blaster styling is not reflected in the rather bland, if well balanced sound 43x21x25 30 88 122 

180 A+ Smart cosmetics and a very even balance overall, but dynamically rather bland; amplifier current demands are quite high 35X20.5X25 25 88 135 
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For a musical experience try our fidelity 

350 EDGWARE ROAD, LONDON W2 lEA 
Tel (071) 402 2100 Fax (071) 724 7750 

PRICE PLEDGE 
WE WILL MATCH OR BEAT ANY 

AUTHORISED DEALER ADVERTISED PRICE 

AMPLIFIERS 

AUDIO INNOVATIONS 

Alto .. £329.90 

L1 . . ............... £29 9.90 

Series 500 

AURA 

. . . . . • . . • . . . . . . .  £9 9 9.00 

VA50 . . . . . . • . . • . . • . . . . . . .  £189.90 

VA100 . . ..... £229.90 

VA100 C 

DE NON 

. . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . .  £264.90 

PMA250111 ................. £15 9.90 

PMA35011 ...... £219.90 

PMA450 . . . . . . . . • . . • . . . . .  £179.90 

PMA450 SE ....... £249.90 

.£219.90 

.£129.90 

...... £19 9.90 

.£249.90 

PMA480 R . 

KENWOOD 

KA10 30 

KA30 20 SE 

KA40 40 

KA50 50 

MARANTZ 

. . . • . . • . . • . . . . .  £349.90 

PM63 . . . . . . . . • . . • . . • . . . . .  £249.90 

PM5 3 . 

PM44SE 11 

NAKAMICHI 

IA1 . . . . . . . . . . • .  

IA2 . 

IA3 . 

PIONEER 

A20 3 .......... . 

A300 X 

A400 . 

A400 X 

ROTEL 

RA9 80BX 

RB9 60BX . 

RC9 80BX 

R69 80BX 

SONY 

TAF2116. 

TAF242B. 

TAFG442B 

TAF5 42B. 

TECHNICS 

.£19 9.90 

.... £189.90 

..... £749.90 

.... £5 9 9.90 

.. £349.90 

.. £129.90 

..... £189.90 

..... £279.90 

..... £29 9.90 

.. £39 9.90 

..... £210.00 

... £325.00 

... £425.00 

..... £149.90 

..... £179.90 

...... £249.90 

... £29 9.90 

SUA600 . . . . . . . • . . . . . . .£19 9.90 

SUA700 

SUA800 11 . 

..... £249.90 

.... £329.90 

SUA900 11 . • • • • . • • •  £39 9.90 

SUVX9 20 ......•..•....... £39 4.90 

YAMAHA 

AX470 . . . . • . • • . . • . .£239.90 

AX5 70 ...... £289.90 

AX380 .£19 9.90 

TUNERS 

AURA 

TU 50 . . . . . • . . . . . • . . • . . . . .  £29 9.90 

DENON 

TU260 L 

TU380 RD 

TU5 80 RD 

MARANTZ 

.. £119.90 

. . . . £179.90 

.. £219.90 

ST5 3 

ST63 

. . . £169.90 

. . . . . . . • • . • • . • . . . . . .  £19 9.90 

PIONEER 

F20 2L 

F40 1RDS 

.... £129.90 

. . . • . . • . . . .£179.90 

*FREE DELIVERY 
THROUGHOUT UK MAINLAND 

ABOVE £250.00 
(EXCEPT CLEARANCE ITEMS) 

F676 

F5 50 RDS 

ROTEL 

.... £19 9.90 

... £229.90 

RT79 30 AX ... £15 9.90 

RT9 50BX ................. £19 9.90 

RTC9 50 AX ... £419.90 

SONY 

STS211 LB . . .£129.90 

STS311 LB . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . .  £19 9.90 

STS50 5 ES . . .£249.90 

TECHNICS 

ST4350 . . ... £139.90 

STG5 50 . . . . . • . . • . . • • . . . . .  £189.90 

STG650 .... £229.90 

YAMAHA 

TX480 . 

TX5 80 RDS 

.... £139.90 

................ £19 9.90 

KXW9 5 2  . . . ............. £49 9.90 

TURNTABLES 

TECHNICS 

SLBD20 . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . .  £129.70 

SLBD22 

SLDD83 

... £149.90 

. . . . . . . • • . • . . . . . . .  £15 9.90 

SLOD33 . . . .£19 9.90 

SL 121 OMII .....•..•....... £39 9.90 

THORENS 

TD180 . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . .£179.90 

TD166 VI ... £264.90 

TD166 VI REGA .... £29 9.90 

TD280 ................... £19 9.90 

I CD PLAYERS 
I CASSETTE DECKS I L...__ _____ _.J 

DE NON 

AIWA 

ADF410 .£9 9.90 

DCD615 . . . . • . . . . .  

DCD10 15 

.... £179.90 

.. £349.90 

CLEARANCE BARGAINS 
normal 

price 
HARMAN KARDON 
HK6150 .£19 9.00 

HK6350 R ... £39 9.90 

HK65 50 .£429.90 

HK1200 .. £279.90 

HK1400 .£39 9.90 

TU9 200 .... £229.90 

TU9 400 .... £29 9.90 

CLEARANCE 
PRICE 

.£139.90 

. ..... £269.90 

...... £289.90 

...... £19 9.90 

...... £329.90 

...... £149.90 

...... £279.90 

normal CLEARANCE 
SNELL price PRICE 

TYPE K ..... £49 9.90 ... £350.00 

TYPE J ..... £769.90 ...... £5 25.00 

ROTEL 
RA9 20 AX .£149.90 

RA9 30 AX ... £169.90 

RA9 40BX ... £249.90 

RA9 60BX ... £29 9.90 

RCD9 45 AX .. £229.90 

ADF850 

XK5 7000 . 

ADWX828 . 

DEN ON 

.£114.90 

...... £129.90 

...... £189.90 

...... £25 4.90 

.. £174.90 

....... £229.90 

... £5 49.90 

. .... £19 9.90 

DRM5 40 . . . . . . . . • . . • . . . . .  £15 9.90 

DRS610 .... £19 9.90 

DRS710 . . . . . . • . . • . . • . . . . .  £25 9.90 

DRS81 0 .... £290.90 

DRW760 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .£249.90 

KENWOOD 

KX30 50 ... £15 9.90 

KXW40 60 .... £169.90 

KXW80 60 . 

NAKAMICHI 

.£25 9.90 

DR1 .............. £849.90 

DR2 . . . . . . • . . . . . . ... £5 9 9.90 

DR3 ..................... £39 9.90 

.. £5 9 9.90 RX20 2 

SONY 

TXK311 

TCK5 11 

TCK611 

TCW435 

TCWR635 S. 

TECHNICS 

..... £149.90 

.................. £19 9.90 

... £239.90 

..... £139.90 

..... £229.90 

RSBX40 4 .£149.90 

RSBX646 . . . • . . • . . . . . . . . . .  £179.90 

RSBX747 ................. £236.90 

RSTR5 15 .. £269.90 

RSTR9 79 ................. £35 9.90 

YAMAHA 

KX380 

KX480 

KX5 80 

KXW282 . 

KXW482 

...... £169.90 

... £19 9.90 

.... £249.90 

.... £19 9.90 

. .. £249.90 

HD7450 

HD7425 

HD75 25 

LS0200 

LS0300 

LS0500 

TD4200 

HK3300 

HK3400 

.. £29 9.90 

.. £349.90 

.... £449.90 

.... £149.90 

.... £19 9.90 

.... £29 9.90 

.... £279.90 

... £379.90 

.... £49 9.90 

..... £19 9.90 

.... £249.90 

.... £35 9.90 

...... £10 9.90 

...... £139.90 

...... £19 9.90 

. ..... £19 9.90 

.. £269.90 

...... £39 9.90 

RCD9 5 5 AX .. £279.90 ...... £19 9.90 

RA9 35BX ... £19 9.90 ...... £149.90 

TANNOY 

670 11 .£219.90 ..... £179.90 

60 9 11 ...... £29 4.90 ...... £249.90 

613 11 .. £5 9 9.90 ..... £49 9.90 

623 11 ...... £179.90 ...... £149.90 

DA..II 

310 ........ £439.90 ..... £290.00 

DCD825 . . . . . . . . . . . . ... £219.90 

KENWOOD 

DP70 50 .. £29 9.90 

MARANTZ 

CD5 2SEII .... £219.90 

CD72 ............... £449.90 

CD72SE . . . . . • . • • .  ....... £5 49.90 

PIONEER 

PD20 3 

PDS50 3 

PDS70 3 

PDS80 2 

ROTEL 

. . . . . . • . . • . . • . . . . . .  £15 9.90 

..... £19 9.90 

.£249.90 

.. £349.90 

RCD9 65BX .· ............... £29 9.90 

RCD9 65BXD ...... £349.90 

RCD9 65 LE ................ £379.90 

RCD9 65BXLED . . .... £39 9.90 

SONY 

CDP715 .......... £229.90 

CDPX30 3ES ............... £49 9.90 

TECHNICS 

SLPG5 60 

SLPD867 

SLPD667 

SLPG460 

SLPS740 

SLPS840 

.. £179.90 

...... £19 9.90 

... £179.90 

.... £129.90 

.... £229.90 

.... £349.90 

Mail Order: simply send your 
cheque together with your 

name and address, or phone 
your access or visa number 

LOUDSPEAKERS 

ACOUSTIC ENERGY 

AEI . 

B&W 

......... £763.75 

200 1  ..... £9 4.90 

200 2  . . ........... £124.90 

DM600 . . . . • . . • . . • . . • . . . . .  £149.90 

DM61 0 .......... £19 9.90 

DM620 ....... £339.90 

Solid. 

Solid Team 

BOSTON 

40 4V. 

.£19 9.90 

..... £129.90 

5 25 V  .......... . 

..... £9 9.90 

.... £149.90 

.... £119.90 HD5 

CASTLE 

Chester . . . . . . . . . . . .... £5 9 9.90 

CELESTION 

1 . . ... £10 9.90 

311 . . . . . . . • . . • . . . . .. £129.90 

5 11 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... £169.90 

711 . . ...... £219.90 

CERWIN VEGA 

VS8 ........... £249.90 

VS10 .... £349.40 

VS 12 .. £5 49.90 

DC10 

INFINITY 

. . . . . . . • . . . . . .  £5 49.90 

........... £179.90 

...... £329.90 

Rei 20 

Rei 40 

Rel60 

..IBL 

. . . . . . . . . • . . • . . . . . .  £5 79.90 

MR5 ...................... £9 9.90 

MR25 ............... . .. £129.90 

MR26 

MR28 

MR38 .. 

KEF 

K120 

K140 

010 

.£179.90 

...... £19 9.90 

. ... £279.90 

.. £169.90 

.. £239.90 

.... £19 9.90 

M90 ..................... £249.90 

M100 

MISSION 

760 i 

........... £349.90 

..... £129.90 

760 Disc .............. £149.90 

762i ....... £249.90 

MONITOR AUDIO 

M14-ll .................... £469.90 

................... £249.90 

.... £39 9.90 

MA20 1 

MA20 2 

ROGERS 

LS2 N2 

LS4 N2 

LS6N2 

TANNOY 

PROFILE 631 

PROFILE 632 

PROFILE 633 

PROFILE 636 

PROFILE 637 

PROFILE 638 

625 ALF .. 

SUBSAT3 

TDL 

NFM . 

RTL1 

RTL2 

RTL3 

RTL4 

.£229.90 

. . . . . . . . . • . . . . .  £29 9.90 

.£28 9.90 

.... £149.90 

. . . . . • . . • . . . . .  £189.90 

.... £319.90 

.. £419.90 

. . . . . . . • . . . . . .  £49 9.90 

.£5 9 9.90 

.£5 9 5.00 

........ £324.90 

.£119.9 9 

. .... £19 9.9 5 

........... £29 9.9 5 

.. £39 9.90 

.. £649.90 

FR EE £40 SPEAKER 

STANDS WITH ANY 

BOOKSHELF 

SPEAKER S WORTH 

£150 OR OVER 



Product £Price Comments 

THE DIRECTORY 

399 A+ Good material value, this compact floorstander has a beautifully voiced midband, less happy bass tuning 
Lacks the transparency of the best panels, and the drama of the best dynamics, but is something of an acoustic tour de force 
Stylish, with remarkable imaging properties, good balance and tow coloration, though less successful at musical communication 

-
---==.....l.-4.:..:30 G- A bit of an odd ball, fine dynamic liveliness and a good room match more than make up for the strange stereo imaging and treble 

500 A Cheaply built but distinctively styled semi-omni floorstander suffers from heavy midbass but still sounds lively and opc.:e:..: n __ _ 

�----�1650 A The pre-equalised multi-driver 901 is cleverly engineered to deliver exceptional loudness 

77x24x32 40 89 • 126 --------------------
77/99x56x43 <20 86 • 

42x26x22.5 30 87 ------
28x45x23 40 88 
78.5x30x28.5 28 89 

81 
98 
78 

• 110 
86 

����
;';.::

;::::;::--:;:;::
:!----

:
139 A Tiny and prettily shaped miniature has an attractive lack of boxiness, but is a little short of drama and dynamic drive 

Clever powered subwoofer system integrates well and improves system loudness and power handling 

33x54x32 
25x16x18.5 
50x28.5x4� 
48x26x30.5 

28 89 
30 86 
35 NA • 

30 
.
91 

110 
• 126 

G+ Classy French large bookshelf speaker has great coherence and dynamic grip, but a rather mid-forward overall character 
1500 G+ Large floorstanding three-way gives great sensitivity and bass extension with fine dynamic grip 1 00x30x36 25 92 

110 
• 122 

180 A+ Clever and unusual moulded design has attractive lively coherence, along with 'wide imaging stereo' effect 
�;;;:;:;�;:====-.. --:25�0:-':A:-':-+ Only a small cone miniature at heart, the fascinating styling and extendee sweet spot feature make it utterly original. 
�=;=:;;=��;:;;===....___ 650 G+ A brilliant throwback, using horn-type approach to provide startling midrange dynamics and coherence. 

27x22.5x23.5 50 88 • 

30x24(diam) 48 84 
94x23x27 45 87 

114 
102 

98 
135 280 G Lovely veneer and lots of engineering create a very upfront, coherent and exciting sound - maybe too much so for budget systems 40X21.5X24 45 89 

999 G+ Ably fills the price/size/sound gap between Chester and Winchester; a spacious semi-omni with a rich, laid back balance 104x23x35 25 87 
190 A Very classy finish for the price, plus a sound that passes muster without setting anything much alight 33.5x18x20 50 88 

1499 G+ Unconventional and beautifully crafted, large for its bass extension but engagingly agile and attractively open and airy 114x24x4.c7 __ :..:2.:_5 _ 87 
349 A+ Pretty little real wood compact has an engaging transparency, good balance and fine timing, could do with more auth.::or:..:ity,__ ___ _;_43:.::x22x26 30 86 
109 A Pretty basic performance but at a very basic price- it all sounds a bit scrappy and untidy, but its heart's in the right place 27.5x16x21 50 87 • 

130 A+ Smooth and polished by budget speaker standards, if a bit laid back for some tastes 31 x18.5x20 45 87 
139 A- Compact hideway passive subwoofer lacks serious bass extension; for high sensitivity speakers only 52x19x34 45 88 
389 G Big box and bang for your bucks, short on subtlety and control, but long on both enthusiasm and perceived vinyl wood grain 1 03x20.5x25.5 28 90 

• 132 
122 

90 
110 
114 
130 

• 128 
• 114 

269 A Nicely presented and fair material value, with impressively flat bass-to-mid balance 49.5x20.5x24 30 89 102 
629 A Elements of fine sound quality, but this 'grown up' SL6 variation has a lumpy response alongside its improved power handling 
820 G Has certain remarkable qualities that some will find irresistible, but needs careful system and room matching 

53x20x27 50 85 66 
27x20x23 52 8;:.:2:...._ ______ ...;68 "'-'="-" =c;,.--_........,�---'429 A+ This stereotype luxury compact can sound a bit dull and congested, but really opens up on Slate Audio stands; favours CD 37.5x20x25 30 86 94 -------

Dali 102 
1099 G Splendid bass extension and fine panel-like openness and transparency, but dynamics and timing are suspect, balance very laid back. 100x21x31 <20 86 118 

230 A Attractive bookshelf model has fine midband focus and bass extension, but treble's a bit restrained and bass a bit detached 37x21 x25 30 86 114 
Dawn Chorus FS 698 G Compact floorstander with superb coherence but rather forward mid band. Would suit smaller rooms best 91 x26x21 30 86 11 

1199 G Heavyweight luxury finish bookshelf model has good scale and weight but is pricey and a bit ponderous 
395 G+ Integral baffle/driver to give a remarkable combination of low coloration, transparency and speed; bass is a bit shy 

==="---- --�-=595 G+ Substantial stand mount delivers delighrtul midrange focus and delicacy with good bass control. System sensitive 
225 A+ Concrete box on a budget, works surprisingly well despite cheap drivers, wood veneers here Direct sale only 
575 G Pricey and ugly, but with its own sonic charm, thanks to substantial influence of the concrete enclosure has upon the sound 
375 A- Interesting if ugly high mass concrete cabinet is let down by imbalance of ageing driver combination 
119 A Budget miniature offers well balanced strengths and few weaknesses at a very realistic price; a bit feeble 
539 A Still a classic miniature, though not to every taste, and none the better for the recent update under our listening cond:::iti::..:on :;:s __ _ 

··· · ..;.;;;.;...;;.... _ ____ 479 G Very limited loudness but impressive full-range scale from uncoloured and very well balanced but time-smeared sub-miniature 
150 A Laid back to a fault but entertaining nonetheless, and a big box for the price 

--�-3_ 00 P A mug's eyeful- huge box for the price with loadsabass but very little presence: unacceptably unbalanced, or high infidelity 
130 A+ Neat and discreet miniature delivers fine coherence, pace and timing, though balance is a trifle forward and bass a bit light 
555 G Beautifully presented and built large bookshelf model with good sensitivity and a lively, forward sound 

1099 G+ Engagingly coherent and a highly analytical, partly due to distinct and t always comfortable upper-mid forwar _dn_ e_ss ___ _ 

189 A+ Discreetly styled, sounds a little untidy in both bass and treble but handles complex rhythmic material much better than most 
359 G Same drivers as HBS1 in prettier real wood enclosure give a sweeter and more forgiving if less committed sound 

����==:::==.!--7�8�5�A- �U;Itra-compact horn has fine midband contrasts but very little bass and detached treble; gives amplifiers a hard time 
Infinity Kappa 6.1 i 

------------
995 A Good extension and laid back balance from high-tech drivers in classy cabinet. but bass is fat and slow and dynamics unconvincing 

------
38x20.5x29 28 86 122 
37.5x20x25 45 86 94 
49x22.5x29 25 85 _______ 98 
47x27x28 45 86 114 
46x27x26 28 90 102 
46x27x27 48 87 94 
26x17x20 30 85 122 
30.5x19x16 60 81 66 
31x19x17 23 82 118 
38x21 x29 30 86 130 ------------------
105x21x25 22 91 • 135 
29x19.5x18 50 86 110 
41x24x23 48 89 122 
96x27x20 25 85 • 102 
36x23x22 28 87 90 
47x24x25 45 89 118 
87x15x30 _____ 4_5 _ 85 • 

97x30x24 25 89 
• 132 
• 132 

SPALDINGS 
The South East's Leading Hi-Fi Specialists 
352-354 Lower Ad disco m be Road Croydon Surrey CRO 7AF 

081 654 1231/2040 
Arcam, Audlolab, Llnn, Meridian, Nairn, Mission, Q.uad, Denon, Marantz, Ruark 
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Do you want to choose your hifi in a 
comfortable and relaxing environment . .  ? 

Do you want friendly and helpful advice 
(and a cup of tea) . .  ? 

Do you want to buy your system 
based on what you hear (and not what 

somebody tells you) . .  ? 

Do you live in GUILDFORD . .  ? 

... or Addlestone, Aldershot, Ashford (Middx), Ashstead, Bagshot, Basingstoke, Bracknell, 
Camberley, Chertsey, Cranleigh, Dorking, Epsom, Esher, Farnborough, Farnham, Frimley, Godalming, 
Hartley Wintney, Haslemere, Hook, Horsham, Kingston, Liphook, Leatherhead, New Maiden, 
Odiham, Petersfield, Reading, Reigate, Redhill, Richmond, Shepperton, Virginia Water, Walton-on­

Thames, West Byfleet, Wey bridge, Windsor, Woking? 

Nobody else in these areas stocks all the following major brands: Acoustic Energy, Arcam, Audio 
Innovations, Audiolab, Aura, B&W, Celestion, Creek, Cyrus, Epos, DPA, Harman Kardon, Hey brook, 
Infinity, JPW, KEF (Reference), Linn Products (including records), Marantz, Meridian, Mission, 
Musical Fidelity, NAD, Nakamichi, Onix, QED (Systemline), Quad, Rega, Revox, Rogers, Rotel, Sony, 
Supra, Sound Org, Target, Yamaha (including Home Cinema Systems) & Top Tape. 

Visit us first and you won't need to go anywhere else, we have superb demonstration rooms where you 

can decide in comfort, and we will deliver and install free of charge (and part exchange is possible). 

Complete service - We are the only outlet in the area to offer the complete service. As well as 
stocking selected items from the above manufacturers we are able to service and/or repair on the 
premises all the above brands (and others also). 

The Hi Fi Shop 

We are at: 
3 BRIDGE STREET, GUILDFORD 

(by the traffic lights -
next door to Alfred Marks) 

0483 504801. 0483 304756 

Access • Visa • Switch Open Monday- Saturday 9am- 6pm (later by appointment) 



Product £Price Comments 

THE DIRECTORY 

1500 G Ultra-engineered, beautifully crahed bookshelf model. Pertormance compromised by over enthusiastic mid bass output from port 
��;;;�;;-=====::::- 590 A+ Piano finish hexagon has single full range driver and controversial sound, with uneven balance but delightlul mid coherence 

180 A Offers real wood veneer at a bargain price; pertormance is cleaner but broadly comparable to Pt Vinyl overall 
Pretty good stereo and well balanced overall it had its own character which is well suited to vinyl replay 

44x30x28 
33x24x30.5 
43.5x25.5x26 45 86 
52x25x29.5 57 90 

80 A Great sound for pound value through bass and midband, but the top end's rather co_ a_rs_ e _______ 27x18x18 50 85 
79 A- Very civilised but dynamically limited, the Minim is well suited to the smaller room and where limited loudness is accep _ta _bl _e ___ 27.5x18xt9.5 28 85 
60 A- Ultra cheap Richer Sounds special is lightweight and short of welly, b .:..u.:..t..:.a..:.s_nic..p .:..fo_r s.:.. u_rr..:. ou.:..n..:.d.:..s.:.. ou.:..n.:..d _us.:.. e __________ 27x18x17 50 85 

::;;;;;;-;:;;:;:�
=====

-
---;-:

155 A+ Honest and basically articulate if not very sophisticated, resolution is good but can sound a litlle wearing in bright systems 44x25.9x26.1 60 _ _  89 __ _ 

..__,_,...., _____ �_135 A A lot of highly competent loudspeaker for the price, with a safe sound that's unlikely to disappoint 43.5x25.5x26 32 87 
115 A+ Well balanced and integrated, offers line sound if limited bass and dynamic range, plus real tree wood at a nearly silly price 
135 A- This luxury variation on the redoubtable Sonata theme features a metal dome tweeter, and isn't the better for it 
500 G+ A fair share of cosmetic deficiencies do litlle to spoil the impressive coherence and timing 
389 G Delightlul life and coherence, gives surprising impression of scale; some aggressive tendencies but very open to system tuning 
504 A+ Piano finish hexagon has single full range driver and controversial sound, with uneven balance but delightful mid coherence 

�'5"C�;;:::::==:-'--;;6;;:00 ;;-: G ;;:+:;:- -;;:Beautiful real wood floorstander doesn't sound as big as it looks, sound is coloured but lightning fast and great fun 88x21 x27 40 88 • 138 
A reference point for dynamics, preferred without KUBE, suited to many rooms. Good stereo, high sound le _ve_l __ _ 

Physically pretty and sonically competent but undistinguished bookshelf size model has good sensrtivity but limited extension 
349 A Fine focus from Uni-0 driver, but lacks drive and time coherence; acoustically smaller than it looks_------

569 A+ Uni-0 floorstander has good stereo and fine midband coherence, but bass lacks extension, drive and r_e_so_ lu_ t _io _n ____ _ 

739 A Generous floorstander has even balance and decent extension but fails to communicate excitement and involvement effectively 
2499 G- Awesomely built, finished and powertul subwoofer lacks the subtlety and unintrusiveness for top class hr-fi applfications 

------
90x28x41.5 50 92 60 
34x20.5x26 45 87 106 
73x19x29 44 88 • 126 
85x24.5x26.5 45 87 • 106 
90x25x32 
43x56x50 
48x27x25 

-----
25 88 • 118 

------
<20 NA • 128 

25 89 106 --...,....._ __ 26_0 G Impressively communicative bookshelf model has fine vigour, scale and dynamics, if not the smoothest sound around 
• Kenwood LS-500G 500 G Japanese designed and built luxury compact delivers an invigorating and exciting sound; an interesting contrast to some lazier models 45x23x26 48 89 118 

•• Legend 11 200 G Liveliness, coherence and fine information retrieval justifies the odd looking moulded baffle construction 37x21x30 
44x21x23.5 
89x19x29 
83x20x27.5 
165x64x92 
87x27.5x28 
36x17x23 
122x48x4.5 

48 88 122 
• • Unn Index 11/KuStone 

• inn Kaber 
374 G Stand and speaker looks and sounds very good, good bass extension and control, fine dynamic range. Clean, clear if a shade slow 28 86 90 

___ 1_ 2_98 G+ Dry, bright balance emphasises superb dynamic range and transient precision, but can sound unforgiving 25 85 • 118 
• Linn Kei-lid-h -- 595 G+ Stunning timing and coherence and awesome bass drive, especially with ceramic plinth; sounds a bit shut in 22 87 • 114 

living Voice Air Partner 11990 E Formidable horn design with astounding transparency, dynamics and speed. Its idiosyncracies are compensated by sheer energy 40 101 • 117 
• Lumley Monitor Reference 3 895 G+ Lovely free slander suffers from indifferent bass alignment, but is fast, coherent, solid and very informative indeed. 30 90 

375 A All metal diaphragm and real wood at fair price; balance uneven - upper mid forward with suspect bass tuning 
668 A Tonally 'rich', in the right room it proved a satisfactory musical experience 

44 86 
56 85 

995 G+ Beautifully built, finished and shaped, has fine bass extension and virtual absence of 'boxiness'; needs a big amplifier 33x27x27 28 83 ---
875 G Beautiful high-tech 'large compact' delrvers extended, smooth and neutral sound with fair speed Slate Audio stands essential 48.5x21x29.5 23 85 
950 A Pricey active speaker, easy on the ears and worth considering especially where space is at a premium 38.5x18x32 

""=""""'c ----==:.---;, :;:30;;-A+ Attractive little wall-mount miniature has livelier dynamics and bass drive than most of its type, but sounds as litlle shut in 29.5x18x20 
_____ 1_.:..50 A+ Tweaked 760i variation is one the prettiest and best balanced babies around; a demanding amp load 29.5x18x20 

300 A Attractive luxury miniature has great sonrc potential, but our our review samples have been marred by sample variations 32x17x27 
500 G+ Brilliant style ans packaging, great engineering and build, plus a sound quality that can give the 753 a run for its money 90x20x25 
680 A+ Big heavyweight floorstander has good sensitivity and bandwidth, but somehow lacks agility, authority and dynamic grip 1 02x25x33 

---� 700 G+ Gorgeous presentation and potential for open transparency. Floorstander with lots of drivers that gives lots of loudness ____ 90x22x30.5 
250 A+ Goodlooker with solid engineering sounds lively and coherent with plenty of power handling, but also a bit shut -in and coloured 40x22x26 

Monitor Audio MA 1200 Gold 11 1200 G Pricey but classy floorstanding variation on MA800 theme; beautifully voiced midband, heavy mid bass 93.5x17x27 
800 A+ Pretty but pricey metal diaphragm compact has clear and transparent midband but is ultimately lacking in vim, vigour and drive. 35x22x25 

40 NA 
48 87 
50 87 
45 86 
45 89 
22 91 
45 88 
40 89 
28 85 
45 86 

130 A Hi-tech baby has fine bass/mid integrrty but the top end is less appealing 30.5x18.5x21 50 86 
150 A- Pretlily finished and inexpensive passive subwoofer is only really useful with sub-miniature speakers 24x58x25 40 85 
180 G Sober 'bookshelf' model uses hi-tech plastics to deliver a notably good midband at a very sharp price- a fine all round compromise 36.5x21.5x22 40 87 

Mordaunt-Short MS50 
Morel Bassmaster 602 

540 G- Big value big box with fine engineering content and big lazy, laid back sound; lacks charisma 91x25x33 
1200 G+ Superbly built compact stand-mount, did well in listening tests but suffers (enjoys?) upper midband peak 24.5x40x22.5 

22 86 
25 84 

Naim IBL 

100 A- A rather undistinguished sub-miniature with low sensitivity and indifferent sound quality 27x18x18 48 84 
320 A+ Good value compact floorstander sounds lively and coherent, but quite coloured due to uneven balance too 
720 G+ Attractive, semi-omni is very sturdily built, and gives an idiosyncratic but unusually open, spacious and informative sound 
480 G A rude but exciting miniature, with unusually accomplished bass capabilities for its size 

1400 G Too idiosyncratic for recommendation, the Cubix possesses remarkable bass extension for its size, but is tricky to optimise 
...::;;=::::=::::;----;8;;; 9'5 G This tiny floorstanding wall mount delivers outstanding dynamics, speed and detail, marred by pronounced upper mid forwardness 

75x20x26 
33x32x32 

25 89 
52 85 

28.5x27x28.5 48 85 -----
60x32.5x32.5 28 84 

---
80x18x15-20 30 84 -----

106 
126 

46 
98 
94 
46 

110 
130 
126 

• 138 
• 110 
• 114 

135 
• 122 

118 
130 

• 128 
135 

• 138 
114 
130 

• 126 
71 
82 
78 
94 
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MAIL ORDER 
Tel: 071 436 1053 
Fax: 071 637 2690 

Product List 

AIWA 

AKA I 

AR 

ALCHEMIST 

ALPHASON 

AUDIO ALCHEMY 

AUDIOSTATIC 

AURA 

B&W 

BEYER 

BOSTON 

CERWIN VEGA 

CONRAD JOHNSON 

GOLDRING 

INFINITY 

JAMO 

JVC 

KEF 

KENWOOD 

MIRCROMEGA 

MORDAUNT -SHORT 

MOTH 

NAKAMICHI 

ORIGIN LIVE 

PHI LIPS 

PIONEER 

PROCEED 

PROJECT 

ROT EL 

RUARK 

SANSUI 

STAX 

SME 

SYSTEMDEK 

TE AC 

TECHNICS 

THORENS 

TOWNSHEND 

JBL HT1 
THX Speaker 

System on 
Demonstration 

NOW 

K A 

We also stock a large 
range of TV's/Video's 

from 

AKA I, HITACHI, JVC 
MI TSUBISHI , PANASONIC 

P HILIPS, SAMSUNG 
SHARP, T OSHIBA 

M 

A large selection of 
PAL/NTSC Laserdiscs 

available now 

Boston 
THX Speakers 

on 
Demonstration 

NOW 

L A 

THE HOME OF ENTERTA INMENT 

TH-Xperience the JBL and 
BOSTON speakers through the 

highly acclaimed FOSGATE 
AUDIONICS Model 3a processor 
in our sparse and comfortable 

demonstration room 

ACCESSORIES FROM: 

AKG, ALPHASON, AUDIOQUESl AUDIOTECHNICA. BEYER, CABLETALK, 

FOUNDAT ION, FURUKAWA. GOLDRING, IXOS, KONTAK, LYRA. LYNWOOD, 

MONSTER, ORTOFON, QED, SENNHEISER, SONIC LINK, SOUND STYLE, 

STRAIGHTWIRE, STANDS UNIQUE, SUMIKO, SUPRA, TOWNSHEND, XLO, 

VAN DEN HUL 

We now have the new 
Pioneer Laserdisc Players 

in stock. 

251 Tottenham Court Road 

London Wl P 9AD 

Harp Electronics ltd 

237 Tottenham Court Road 

London 

Sharp XV 710 LCD 
Projector on display now 

WlP 9AD 

071 436 1053 �0_7 1_636_4_611� 



Product £Price Comments 
.& Naim SBL 

.& Neat Petrte 

Origin Live OL1 B 

.& Origin Live OL2A 

Origin Live OL t 

Pioneer S-4UK 

.& Polk LS50 

Polk LS70 

Polk RM t OOOW 

.& Professional Monitor Co LBt 

Professional Monitor Co ABt 

.& Quad ESL -63 

.& Rega ELB 

.& Rega ELA 

.&.& Rega Kyte 

,&,& REL Strata 

.A.A Rega XEL 

.&.A Rogers LS2a/2 

Rogers LS4a/2 

Rogers LS6a/2 

Rogers LSBa 

.& Rogers Studro 3 

Rogers Studio 5 

.A Rogers Studio 7 

.& Roksan Ojan 3 

Royd Topaz 

.&.& Royd Mmstrel 

Royd Abbot 

Ruark Templar 

.A Ruark Talisman 2 

SO Acoustics Ribbon 

.& SO Acoustics SOt 

.A SO Acoustrcs S03 

SO Acoustrcs SD4 

.A SO Acoustics SOS 

Shahinian Arc 

Snell Jlll 

.& Spendor S20 

Spica Angelus 

Spica TC50 

Spica TC50SE 

.& Systemdek Systym 937 

TDL NFM 

.A TDL RTL3 

TDL Studio 0.5 

.& TDL Studio t 

.& TDL Studio t M 

.A TDL Reference Monitor 

Tannoy 603 11 

.&.& Tannoy 632 

.& Tannoy 607 11 

.& .& T annoy 609 11 

Tannoy 638 

.& annoy Westminster 

Technics SB-EX2 

.& Thief SCS 

Thief CSt.2 

.& Totem Model One 

Vandersteen 2Ce 

Visonik Oavid 600t 

.&.& Whartedale CRS3 

Whartedale Diamond V 

Yamaha YST-SW50 

.& Yamaha NS 1 DOOM 

,& Zyp At 

t708 G+ Impressive scale. full bandwidth, coherent, anractively discrete, coloured midband, very well balanced and agile 

525 G+ Far from pertect, but one of the most entertaining and enjoyable speakers around, colorations notwithstanding. 

290 A+ Pretly little miniature delivers a punchy and dynamrc midband._ but costs quite a lot for the engineering on offer 

469 G Compact floorstander sounds open, transparent and evenly balanced; needs a big amp but enjoys hard driving 

499 G Luxury miniature has very good overall balance, sacrificing sensitivrty to achieve remarkable bass extension for the box size 

250 A+ Carefully developed minimalist audiophile design has some vigour but suffers an intrusive upper mid peak 

BOO G No enthusrast tweaks here. but plenty of power and beautiful overall balance from a good looking compact floorstander 

88x26.5xt7-27 25 86 

30.5x20x18 

31xt8.5x22 

82xt9xt9 

30.5xt9x2t 

33 86 

45 89 

25 85 

25 82 

37x2tx28 50 

84x23-27x29.5 25 

87 

90 

t200 A+ High sensitivity and lots of loudness potentral, but in-room balance has far too much midbass boom; mid and treble are very laid back 96x3t x37 22 9t 

349 A- Not a true subwoofer at all,
_
but rather the bass section of polk's elegant upmarket three box speaker system 

998 G+ Oelrghttul smoothness and transparency, though bass extension and sensitivity are both limited 

t600 G Bulky stand-mount transmission line has lovely panel-like transparency, slightly shut in balance, and needs a big room 

2384 G+ This classic electrostatic may not be punchy in the bass, but has strengths that some can't live without 

298 G Kyte drivers in compact floorstander give more bass but a shade less coherence; good for small rooms and budget systems 

405 G Very compact floorstander with integral stand has serious coherence and dynamics,_
but a measure of brightness and untidiness 

t 98 G Has splendid timing and coherence, sounds very explicit and informative, if a bit bright and short of grunt 

499 G+ Outstandingly value and pertormance active subwoofer adds serious bass unintrusively to any small speaker system 

1 040 VG Looks good. measures well and sounds great too; balance is bright but even, with delightlully bass-to-mid coherence and timing 

229 G Balance is a bit warm and rich but 2a/2 has delightful mid-to-treble coherence and transparency, and more welly than Mkt 

300 A+ Civilised but a trifle lazy, this large bookshelf model hasn't quite the timmg or agility to be particularly engrossing 

399 G Largrsh stand-mount is well built, measures well, good material value, but sounds a bit heavy and lacklustre 

499 A+ A mixed ba[J, with plenty of scale and welly_ but lackrng the subtlet)l . clarity and agilit)l delivered b_l' some rivals 

450 G Pricey LS3/5A-denved wall-mount sub-miniature rs excrtingly coherent if a bit lightweight; no real loudness capabilities 

700 G- Luxury finrsh bookshelf size model has genurne monrtonng capabilrtres. but can sound a little thin and unromantic 

880 G Latest vanatron on classic BBC-monitor theme looks old fashioned but has beautifully voiced, lard back sound 

895 G+ Squat, stylish and black, with unusual tweeter decoupling; great bass extension and flat but somewhat uneven balance 

173 A+ Cheertul, articulate and essentrally communicative miniature can also sound a trifle scrappy and shut in: well worth trying 

229 G lmagrnatively packaged super-slimline floorstander. Not much welly or loudness but fine coherence and timing; a bit bright - - - - -

666 A+ Engagrng and dramatic dynamics and fine transient coherence are hampered by a rather coloured mid-forward balance 

479 A+ Compact floorstander with striking baffle has decent bass/mrd but dull treble; could tame over-bright system 

700 G Less ideologically committed than some compact floorstanding rivals. rts key strength lies in fine all round compromise 

2950 G+ Amplifier sensitive, Ribbon is a lively and loud hybrid marred by some colorations; some like it. others don't - --

1650 G+ A large scale. arry and unusually detailed system with excellent dynamrcs. A warmer balance than original model 

399 G Port firmly blocked, the new SD3 has the agility and charm of a quality miniature, with good bass extension but low sensitivity 

699 G 

1235 G 

Tall slim floorstander has fine balance, good bass extensron and lovely open midband transparency 

Bass tuning and coherence suspect but forward midband is delightfully smooth; high class drivers include ribbon tweeter 

t 062 G Unusual and occasionally wondertul small floorstanding omni; too bright but exceptionally coherent and revealing 

770 G Dated styling
_ 
belied by fine sensitivity and bass extension, and a lively if slightly untidy and not qurte coherent sound 

579 G Maintarns Spendor's tradition for peerless mid-to-treble coherence and perspectives. Bass is rather unconvincing. 

1295 A A lrttle bass shy and soh in the bass and lower mid, otherwise tidy, extremely lrvely and fluid, if uneven overall 

649 G Th1s triangular-profile 'grown up' miniature is a shade boxy and laid back but has good rhythmic and musical integrity -- --

849 G A heavily UK-modified TC50, the SE sounds less boxy and more spacious, but lacks some of the urgency of the standard model 

600 G Compact real-wood floorstander incorporates transmission bass loading to give fine bass extension and an open midband 

t20 A- A disappointing underpertormer in our tests. at a price that's not very nice either 

400 A+ Bargain price floorstander has rich, heavy and bright sound with good scale and fine basic neutrality 

499 G Tiny floorstandin2_ transmission line has good agilit)l but doesn't provide the coherence or even balance of Studio 1 

699 G Genuinely extended bass from a compact enclosure, very detailed but a shade clinical and detached in presentation 

899 G+ Transmission line helps bring the best from metal cone driver: lovely transparency and fine bass extension 

t999 G+ Fine solidity and good accuracy, with great bass extension. Needs a big room and can sound a bit lazy and a shade tinkly 

t40 A- Pretty looking but altogether rather dull sounding mmr-hexagon is less effective than larger brethren 

190 G Clever cabinet shaping avoids boxiness and promotes focus and imaging; fine bass extension but tricky stand compatibility 

220 A Large bookshelf, smart hexagonal box has fine bass for the price, but treble sounds rather shut in 

295 A+ Large bookshelf size model with dual concentric driver has fine balance and scale with low coloration 

31x52x33 

53.5xt8x26 

79x27x43 

92x66x27 

75xt6.5x2t 

84.5x20x30 

3t xt9x20 

52x42x3t 

t02x2tx33 

35.5x23x22 

45 90 

33 86 

22 89 

34 84 

55 86 

30 86 

50 87 

<20 NA 

40 89 

30 84 

43x25.5x25.5 25 86 

51x28x29.5 

89x25.5x25 

22 8_:_ 7 __ _ 

48 9t 

31x19xt7 30 83 

44x24 5x24.5 40 88 

63x30.5x30.5 30 88 

78x28x45 <20 85 

30.5x20.5x1 9 50 87 

69x18xt2-24 30 85 

83x20x34 43 88 

73x1 9x27 25 85 

86x25x31 30 

t52x30x(15-30) 30 

t23.5x38.2x32 50 

86 

9t 

90 

38xt 9.5x29 25 83 

1 00.5x20x30.5 25 

t t 2x20x30 30 

85 

86 

69x35x25 

58x33x25 

38x22x26 

24 85 

30 89 

25 83 

tt6.8x53.3x26 50 86 

40.5x33x29 

40.5x33x29 

93x22.5x25 

27x18x18 

92x20x38 

55x20x30 

76x23x33 

55 88 

55 88 

25 88 

50 86 

25 88 

40 85 

25 84 

81 x23x33 <20 84 

tt8.5x30x47 28 85 

33.5x22x16 45 86 

41xt4-24x23 25 87 

50x32x24 25 88 

50x32x24 22 8,;. 6 __ _ 

599 G Brg value vinyl big box has preny good balance and lots of loudness capability, but needs a good amp and bass isn't entirely convincrng 94x16-29x27 25 90 

6000 G+ These awesome horn loaded speakers are remarkably controlled and Impressive, if only suited to a few pockets and rooms - -

200 A Nicely presented, well built and decent size enclosure sounds solid but somewhat dull 

t069 G+ LuxuOJ piano-gloss compact sets class-leading standards for coherence and communication, can sound a shade dark and shut in 

12t9 G Elegant compact floorstander has fine balance and dynamic range, but transient timing and dynamics are less convincing 

Huge 

48x23.5x27 

40x22x23 

94x27x27 

38 96 

20 86 

45 87 

30 86 

995 G Utterly delightful but exasperatingly expensive luxury mrniature sets the benchmark for rts size 3txt6.5x23 28 86 

1395 G+ This compact American floorstander's e1e2ant staggered baffle arrangement contributes to a refreshing freedom from boxine
_

s
_
s ___ 1 00x30.7x25.6 23 87 

163 P Sharp st)llinQ_ 
but the complex grillework worsens a sound which starts off with too much top and not enough bottom 

89 A+ Loads of fun- a remarkably coherent and lively performer at any price; pity it doesn't look prettier 

t30 A This mrnrature is smoother than most, but rather stodgy with it, inspiring little enthusiasm among our listeners 

t 99 A Bargain price amplified subwoofer is too small for serious bass freaks, but does a fair job for the prrce 

1200 G+ Living up to its monitor label, and tonally well suited to digital material, it's superbly crahed and capable of high levels 

t 99 A+ Cute metal cased micro-miniature is quite coloured but 2'eat fun, with surprising d_l'namics and fme wall-loaded room balance 

20xt2xt3 

38x22xt8 

27xt8x20 

130 87 

50 88 

50 86 

48x2t x33 35 

67.5x37 .5x32.5 40 

22.5x14.5x13 30 

NA 

90 

85 

• t02 

102 

t35 

• 122 

t06 

t22 

• t38 

• t32 

• t28 

ttO 

tt4 

60 

• t22 

• ttO 

tt4 

• t28 

• t32 

106 

ttO 

1t4 

t02 

tt8 

t38 

t22 

• t32 

114 

• t35 

ttB 

• 122 

• tt8 

8t 

60 

t06 

• tt4 

• t32 

• ttO 

118 

t02 

60 

7t 

7t 

• t38 

t30 

• t26 

94 

78 

• t18 

66 

130 

135 

122 

t26 

• t38 

Col 

98 

1t4 

• 1t8 

122 

86 

74 

122 

tt4 

• t28 

46 

110 
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NOU'I'II I .. ON))ON 
175 Holloway Road 
Islington 

1\'0il:INfi 
11 The Broadway 
Waking, Surrey, 
GU21 SAP London, N7 8LX 

Tel: 071 607 2148 

� Open 9.30am-6pm Monday-Saturday 

Tel: 0483 771175 

Demonstrations are available at both Bartletts stores: just call to book your appointment 
For Mail Order please call either 071 607 2296 or 071 607 2148 or Fax 071 609 0536 

@ mlcromEGa 

Nil 

authorised stockists for: 

, Arcam, Audio Alchemy, Audiolab, Audioquest, Audio Source, Audio Technica, Aura, B&W, Beyer, 

Bose, Boston, Cable Talk, Canon, Celestion, Cerwin-Vega, Chord Company, Copland, Creek, Cyrus, Denon, 

Dual, Epos, Exposure, Harman Kardon, Marantz, Michell, Micromega, Mission, Mordaunt Short, Moth, 

Musical Fidelity, NAD, Nakamichi, Panasonic, Pioneer, Polk, ProAc, Project, QED, Quad, Rei, Roberts, 

Rogers, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, Sennheiser, Sony, Tannoy, Target, TDL, Technics, Thorens, Yamaha 

Both Bartletts stores will be open over Christmas on the following days: Christmas Eve: 9.30am-6pm; 

27th December: 10am-4pm; 28-31 December 9.30am-6pm; 2nd January 10am-4pm. 

i- i made chea ... i- i made chea . 



Best Buy 

Recommended 

Systems 

Systems 

S 
ystems is a generic title that we've chosen 

to describe any form of complete system 

package. Fundamentally what we're talking 

about here is midi and mini systems, you know 
those all singing all dancing, lights blazing systems 

that hi-fi snobs are allergic to. 
Sold on the basis of their abilitiy to play virtually all 

mediums at the flick of a remote control switch 
stack systems offer a plethora of features, and the 

dearer the system the more complex they tend to 

Product £Price Comments 

THE DIRECTORY 

become. With things like double cassette decks, 

multi preset tuners, CD players and graphic 

equalisers supplied as standard the big boys of the 

stack world offer such luxuries as Surround Sound, 

separate chassis for different components and 
occasionally a record player. They usually have a 
few line inputs for extra sources and a few are 

available without loudspeakers. As the latter are 
often the weakest part of a stack system buying 

good quality speakers separately will bring 

A Denon 011 0/S 870 G Nearly hi-li from pretty but pricey Silver stack; richer, fuller speakers would help 

worthwhile improvements. The section headings 

for stack systems include size of the complete 

stack without speakers and rated output per 

channel - where a system has more than two 

channels this is indicated in the comments . Tuner 
presets and the existence of a remote control are 
self explanatory. A blob in loudspeakers shows 

that they supplied, an "o" indicates that they are 
optional. The final column is for those of you with 

records to play. 

37x27x33 40 30 125 
- --- ----

Goodmans System 700 600 A Separates flexibility and upgraeability in remote midi package; anodyne sound 69x35x37 50 20 . 125 

A JVC Adagio G7 799 A Wondrous 2-speaker surround mov1e sound system. but a very uneven package elsewhere. Four by 20W output 42x28x28 20 40 125 

A Kenwood HD-1 ODD 1000 E M1ni lifestyle system, well built with minimalist facilities and exacting pertormance standards all round 30x27x35 40 30 131 
----

Marantz 1 020 

Onkyo L-909 

Philips FW91 

A Technics SC-CH950 

Best Buy 

Recommended 

Tuners 

1000 G Component lifestyle system which is as elegant on audition as it is to took at 

1200 G Simple yet flexible lifestyle mini system suffers itty cassette deck set-up, but othenwise sat1sf1es 

999 A+ Good looking and pertorming package rendered expensive by Inclusion of DCC deck 

1000 A+ Classy if rather bland all rounder includes useful Dolby Pro-Logic AV capabilities 

T
he radio medium operates at a much lower 

profile than TV, but in areas outside pop 

music the BBC service is the envy of the 

world. Live Prom concerts can rival all other 

sources from a hi-fi perspective. 
Only the FM (VHF) bands give stereo hi-fi 

sound, though AM (MW & LW) are useful for 
certain transmissions in the UK. 

Something of a hi-fi afterthought, tuners are 
often selected merely to match a chosen amplifier 

cosmetically. However, the task they carry out is far 

from simple, combining the skills of RF (reception) 

and audio (signal processing) engineering. The 

importance of the former will depend on local 

reception conditions, but money invested in a high 

quality outside aerial system is well spent. 

Tuners come in two basic types. Analogue 
models tune gradually (and usually manually) 
across the bands, and can have analogue or digital 
displays; they are often preferred for sound quality, 

Product £Price Comments 

Aiwa XT-003 

A Aiwa XT -950 

Arcam Delta 280 

AA Audiotab 8000T 

Aura TU-50 

AA Denon TU-260L 

A Denon TU-580RD 

Harman Kardon TU9200 

120 A-

150 A 

350 G+ 

700 VG 

300 G 

120 G+ 

220 G 

219 A 

Economically designed and built in the UK, but trade-offs have a marked influence on FM and AM sound quality. 

Decent enough pertormance all round given the modest price. though RF tweaks have limited value 

Fine sound quality marred by mild synthesiser whine; RF pertormance only average, remote £60 extra 

Unusually combines fine sound quality and RF pertormance (inc AM); superb ergonomics are a JOY to use 

Tonally neutral, but with rather poor imaging and a certain woodenness to the sound. 

Bare minimum of features. Careful des1gnwork promises a surprisingly open and vivacious sound, so don't overlook it! 

Fine feature package including remote and RDS, plus excellent RF pertormance and decent sound quality 

The listening panel appreciated its liveliness, but found it a little muddled . 

22x42x32 30 20 131 

38x28x32 40 30 131 

37x26x32 60 30 125 

42x27x34 60 39 125 

and are certainly best for AM bands. Digital tuners 

offer convenient automatic tune facilities and pre­

set memories. 

The 'Presets' column heading shows how 

many different frequencies a tuner can memorise 

for instant station access. FM, LW and MW shows 

which wavebands a tuner can access. 'Signal 
strength meters' are useful for aerial alignment. 

'Automatic tuning' means that a tuner can seek out 
signals for you. 

30 93 

24 129 

20 120 

39 120 

16 109 

20 93 

30 120 

32 109 

... arman Kardon TU9400 299 G+ Strikmg in appearance and with a sound to match, it comfortably exceeded our expectations. On stereo FM it's HK's best yet. 24 93 

Harman Kardon TU9600 

JVC FX-362 

Kenwood KT2050L 

Ken wood KT-3050L 

A Unn Kremlin 

A Magnum Dynalab FT101 

499 G 

140 A-

150 A-

170 A 

1995 E 

825 G+ 

Good bass and detail. and good- perhaps slightly enhanced dynamics 

Disappointing all round pertormance- watch out for aerial input overload in strong signal areas. Tuning knob unspecial 

Decent RF capabilities despite Simple front end. Sounds a bit bnght and ergonomics are a bit complex 

Excellent RF pertormance and plenty of features including RDS, but did sound rather ordinary under our conditions 

Controversially good sound at a very high price. The reviewer's saving up but you should check it out for yourself 

Although expensive for its fa�rly minimum set of facilities, its excellent sound makes up for what it lacks elsewhere 

170 A+ Sweet sound could well satisfy audiophile sensibilities, but selectivity is not great 

1350 VG Unique �igital convertor makes most sense m Meridian system context; smooth sweet sound with line front en
_

d ___ __ _ 

1453 E There may be better sounding tuners in the world, but we have yet to hear one 

434 G+ F1ne sound, excellent ease of use, good build and finish and a more than satisfactory technical pertormance 

532 G+ Very pretty and compact but technically unadventurous. Smooth sound but only makes sense in Quad system context 

175 G- A competent rather than exciting pertormer, with low audible interterence though slightly compressed and muddled sound 

120 A Lots of features and fine RF discrimination for price. Sound IS communicative but inconsistently tacky 

120 A Not exactly special. but still a well balanced, tolerable and capable allrounder at a very reasonable price 

130 A- Enticingly pretty and compact presentation but pertormance isn't great; beware of aerial overload 

24 109 

40 129 

30 129 

39 120 

80 120 

0 72 

59 129 

30 120 

0 50 

50 

19 120 

20 108 

30 120 

20 129 

40 129 
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C
artridges fall into two groups: high output 

models, capable of working directly into 
most amplifiers and categorised as having a 

normal (N) output, and more expensive low and 
very low output models (l. VL). Stereotypically, low 

output cartridges use the moving coil principle of 

operation, have better mechanical integrity and 
tighter tolerances, and give better performance but 

at much higher cost. With CD now the dominant 

medium many amplifiers are no longer equipped 
with the necessary phono input for a cartridge and 
a separate phono stage is necessary. Valve designs 

need either an extra head amp or transformer to 

cope with the low output of moving coil cartridges. 
Cartridge/amplifier interfacing can be very 

subtle, but even basic high output MM designs 

Product £Price Comments 

30 A+ A sensible moving magnet package with good bounce at a competitive price 

40 A Punchy sound quality with plenty of extra energy to liven things up. The solid body seems well worth the extra £1 0 

60 A Our sample had a disappointing stylus, but gave a coherent, rich and laid back sound, with good 'scale' 

73 A+ Preferred to its cheaper partner by virtue of a better tip. Channel balance could have been better 

One of the best, giving 'an extraordinarily relaxing mid range clarity', needs a transformer 

850 VG This is a delicate and very fluid-sounding MC that tracks well, offers very low distortion and exceptionally good separation 

36 A Better suited to pop recordings, this MM bears some of the sonic hallmarks of the Linn K5 

20 A Clear, dynamic if richly balanced, the magnetic '95E is a definite Best Buy 

130 G For the price, it's unusually effortless and detailed, but it tends to become rather relentless and tiring atter a while. 

500 G+ Slight harshness detracted from the pertormance of this otherwise clear-sounding and detailed cartridge 

Stunning stereo imaging and good detail at low levels are spoiled by less-than-pertect tracking and high sensitivity to arms. 

100 A+ Good pertormance in bass and general 'life' is seriously let down by its spherical stylus which kills subtle details. 

70 G Firmly recommended as a fine all-rounder, this high-output MC model is likely to pertorm well in nearly all circumstances 

90 G Although listeners just preferred the 11 0, its brother here proved a twin in lab tests and is still "thoroughly competent" 

200 VG Uncolored, detailed, neutral, superb tracking; top notch altogether, and a top notch bargain too. 

298 VG Clear, detailed, neutral and generally very informative · excellent 

698 G+ Good, but not immensely competitive at the price, and not helped by comparison with the low output version 

698 VG Very clear, very detailed, no troubles with tracking; response lift around 20kHz seems to do no harm 

150 G Nothing is obviously wrong, but nothing is stunningly right either. Safe, but perhaps a little too safe 

150 G Ultimately not the peer of the MC Gold is more appropriate to the sort of equipment it's likely to be partnered with 

BOO G+ Offers a warmer and very transparent account of the music. Its tracking prowess is slightly limited 

80 A+ Bearing some of the hallmarks of the '1 OEH, the '1 OLX is still less competitive in the sonic stakes 

129 G+ Very good tracking, smooth sound and good detail. Very slight surtace noise enhancement 

50 G Slightly harsh sound but plenty of life and quite good detail. Some very high frequency coloration apparent 

70 G As with 1012, a touch harsh; detail and transient purity improved, though, and it goes well with electric guitar! 

90 G Not terribly subtle, and not such good value alongside 1012 and 1022. Quite lively, though 

20 A A lightweight and frisky-sounding MM that appears to be based upon the same body as the Nagaoka mm4 

benefit in overall balance from optimised amplifier 

capacitance loading. The mechanical characteristic 

of cantilever compliance ('springiness') needs to be 
considered in the light of the effective mass of the 
tonearm, and to achieve a good match compare 

the effective mass requirements figures with the 

actual effective mass of specific arms. 'turntables' 

and 'tonearms' sections. 

6-16 N 48 

4·8 N 67 

3·8 N 48 

4·9 N 48 

8-18 VL 100 

9·18 L 72 

7-14 N 67 

8·14 N 48 

5·14 103 

8·16 84 

6·20 91 

9·22 103 

6·16 N 48 

6·16 N 43 
----

4·12 103 

6·18 91 

7·15 84 

7-13 84 

7·17 103 

8·18 N 103 

5·12 72 

7-15 67 

5·10 91 

6·12 85 

5·11 N 85 

7-12 N 91 

7·15 N 67 
----

200 G The basics are right, and it will cheertully tackle any source material, but its sound possesses a certain dirtiness 8·18 103 

100 G- More confused and coloured than low-output LX, high output less of an issue these days 8·15 N 84 

100 G Not the most subtle cartridge in the world; can sound edgy at times, but lively and informative 8·14 84 

549 G Errs on the warm and heavy side of neutral. Strong bass lines are its forte, but resolution of subtle treble details is weak 6·13 72 

600 G+ True high end quality in its lack of colorations, but tracking seems indifferent and high levels tend to sound rough and edgy. 9·20 103 

49 A+ Not as crisply focused as the costlier Linn magnetics, the K5 offers a smoother presentation 7-16 N 67 

98 G Linn threw this model into the leading pack by beefing up the Basik's bodywork and adding a super stylus 6·15 N Col 

199 A+ Now manufactured under the London brand name this Decca cartridge is as iconoclastic as ever 9·20 N 67 

339 A- Immediate and detailed, but very coloured, very non linear and questionable effect on records. Devotees swear by it 9·15 N 84 

299 G+ An overall feeling of relaxed ease characterised this clear and atmospheric Kiseki-built cartridge 8·16 N Col 

32 G+ For the price, a good blend of virtues weight, clarity and neutrality 3·11 N 85 

55 A+ Very sensitive to load capacitance this new Ortofon maintains the company tradition for a lively, effe<Vescent SQ 7·16 N 67 

85 G+ Very clean and assured sound; transients not quite pertectly pure but plenty of detail. 4·11 85 
-.----

110 A Graced with FGII stylus but possessed of too high a compliance for broad arm matching. lt could also sound a little unforgiving 3-8 N 67 

85 G "What a delightlully sweet-sounding cartridge this is "we said 5-15 48 

110 G+ A good all-rounder, with outstanding pertormance in detail retrieval, even if it can be very slightly bright and close-up 10·24 103 

110 G Not terribly subtle, but it obviously doesn't aim at that. The 3 Turbo is bright, cheertul and bouncy · take it as it comes! 10·24 N 103 

950 E Low levels of body resonance are a real ear-opener. Nothing to criticiSe elsewhere; one of the very best 9·16 VL 84 

Review sample could not be fully run-in, limited tracking ability, bright and forward sound, though imaging is excellent 12·20 VL 91 

34 A+ Difficult to mount in some arms due to its shallow build, the bias offers a gentile, refined SO 4·10 N 67 

74 G Clearly superior to the Bias, despite their common heritage, the Elys is both more detailed, accurate and musically convincing 8·15 N 67 

130 G Recognisably related to Corus Blue, but distinctly more civilised and smoother. 7-12 N 91 

75 G Roksan-specified modified Gold ring 1 012; slight harshness detracts from otherwise good sound. 7-12 N 91 

55 A+ it won't turn a sow's ear of a turntable into a silk purse, but will at least keep going and produce an acceptable result 8·20 N 48 
-----

220 A+ Initial listening gave promising results. but extended familiarity gave the feeling of a lack of energy and a "shut-in" sound 5·12 N 38 
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Turntables- cartridges continued 
Product £Price Comments 

E Undoubtedly one of the finest cartndges available, it has tremendous bandwidth, energy and finesse 

This extended all the positive qualities of the '1 0 but added greater authority and scale worth it for the extra money 

1100 G+ Slight softening on transients was the only real flaw, but it didn't quite seem to have that special touch one expects 

1300 G+ Connected directly to any standard MM input it rewards with a highly detailed yet fluid and musically convincing portrayal 

775 G+ A neutral balanced pertormer giving transparent midrange, fine depth and focus with firm extended bass. Gosh' 

275 G+ If woody mid range coloration could be tamed, the excellent imaging and admirable security would make it excellent 

Turntables and tonearms 

S
pecialist turntables are what high fidelity 
sound is all about, CD may offer silent 
backrounds and flat frequency responses but 

they can't match the dynamics and superlative 

timing that serious turntable users take for granted. 

Turntables at the cheaper end of the market (sub­
£350) tend to be supplied with matching tonearm, 
and often include a 'starter' cartridge. Still better 
quality is found at higher prices amongst the 

separate motor units and tonearms. Careful 
partnering and set-up is essential for these 
components, but 'sympathetic' combinations exist. 

The columns show from left to right, 'arm 

effective mass' relates to cartridge compatibility 
with regard to compliance (springiness) and is 
explained in the 'Cartridges' introduction. 
'Suspended suchassis' - decks which have some 
form of internal isolation, generally in the form of 

6-10 122 

6-12 60 

8-15 84 

6-13 N 72 

5-10 60 

7-15 103 

springs but occasionally more solid materials such 
as rubber. 'Manual' and 'Automatic' refer to the 
operational tendencies of the deck/arm 

combination - automatic high end turntables are 
as rare as hens teeth. 'Cartridge' - if one is 

supplied. 'Belt drive' as opposed to direct drive is 
the preferred method in most quality decks. An 
'Electronic PSU' offers switchab\e speed change 
and a 'smoother' power supply for better sound. 

Turntables 
Product £Price Comments 

1785 G+ Good sound in all areas - bass, clarity and neutrality all in the top class and bettered by very few decks at price 

A Dual CS-503-2 160 A Not wholly inspiring; generally coarse and wooly sound is at least not offensive, but easily bettered by the CS505-4 

Consistent sounding and well rsolated turntable. lt is slightly lacking in balls, compensates with a consistently unmuddled presentation 

Beautifully made solid oak plinth, the Stabi also sounds very clear, detailed and extended. Stogi Reference is very capable. 

299 A+ Strong midband analysis and imagery, clean if sharp treble is matched to a good if occasionally wooden bass 

904 G Trails the full LP12 significantly, but pace, rhythm, timing etc. still in top class. and bass tauter than of old 

G+ The classic reference is improved by the Lingo but charming character remains. Ekos is well made and suited to many decks 

697 G Sweet and natural sounding player, well suited to Rega RB300. Aesthetics, and the acres of clear acrylic are very distinctive 

325 G A happy blend of qualities endows the stylish Syncro with a blend of subtlety and force - the mailed fist in the velvet glove 

1495 E Possrbly the most detailed, clear and neutral deck around. Likeness to master tape is uncanny 

890 E The PT TOO with built in PS. Retains features of great transparency and neutrality. Review sample had highish motor noise 

185 G A remarkable product at the price, surprisingly articulate and confident 

250 G A long time leader in its category, the '3 (with excellent RB300 arm) sounded nicely 'musical' in a balanced and coherent manner 

Desrgn is subtle, refined and easy on the eye. Musically it offers exceptional pertormance with a minimum of fuss 

The motor unit is derivative of the Rega Planar 2 with a Moth arm. Up tempo even bright at times but never lacks enthusiasm 

230 G A hrgh perlormance budget turntable whrch is particularly strong at fine detail resolution and imagery 

388 G+ The acrylic platter'd IIXE is one of the most capable budget decks on the market. good resolution, dynamics and timing 

Supplied with Series V arm. Engineered to last a lifetime, giving excellent stereo and detail retrieval. 

... 760 G Excellent middle ranking esoterica, with strong all round abilities rather than excellence in particular areas 

...... 280 A· Refined and articulate sound with well focused imagery, suitable for use with good MM and budget MC cartridges 

650 G- Similar to TD320 but much dearer - why? Sound is comfortable but not very detailed 

Halfway between standard and Reference Voyds with the latter's platter and bearing. Superb frnish, colourtul and dynamic sound 

Voyd's flagship, equipped with three substantial motors, a Lexan platter and brute PS. A strong contender for world's best 

Intriguing/challenging design. Musically it is not ideal, but has a limpid quality and a lack of artificiality that sets standards 

Tonearms 
Product £Price Comments 

VG S-shaped arm sounds smooth, but nevertheless reproduces transients with fine attack 

VG Large, solid and well made arm, gives exceptionally clear sound with ;ust a hint of brightness 

Superb, state of the art design which builds significantly on predecessor lttok's strengths 

G+ The ultimate budget arm? Refined, detailed, sweet and natural 

Despite its modest price it sets exceptional pertormance standards and could be used on many high end turntables 

Targetted at the Xerxes, this is a good alternative to the Rega arms in many cases- a trifle bright 

VG Beautifully made and finished, fully adjustable, a highly neutral perlormer 

VG Superb engineering and finish with a finely balanced sound, impressrve stereo
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13 79 

10 91 

tO 103 

12 9t 
----

10 103 

10 103 

9 91 

NA 55 

NA 67 

NA 91 

NA 91 

11.5 48 

11.5 48 

103 

12 115 

NA 103 

NA 103 

10.5 118 

NA 103 

11.5 103 

15 91 

NA 72 

NA C91 

7.5 67 

10 C86 

12 79 
----

9 67 

12 60 

11.5 60 

91 

10 79 

10.5 60 

10.5 60 
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PHONE OUR MAIL ORDER HOTLINE NOW ON 0204 31423 

To make way for new stock some overstocked and ex-display lines must be 

cleared regardless of price. Many items are one-offs so you' re going to have to move 

fast, when these are gone they' re gone forever! 



B&W TEAM SOLID £139-99 .£99·99 

B&W DM 620i £429-95 .£369-89 

Royd SAPHIRE 2 £245-00 .£179-89 

Naim BL £815-99 .£499-89 

Mordaunt Short ClASS 40 £595-00 .£399.89 

Meridian M60 £1949.99 .£999.89 

Monitor Audio M14 £449.99 .£369-99 

Naim D20 AM 

Denon DRA 345 £249-99 .£199-89 

Pioneer F550 RDS £229-95 .£189-89 

Revox B2 60S £1119-99 .£699-89 

Rotel RT 950 BX £225-00 .£189-99 

Yamaha TX550 £179-89 

Sony STS 505ES £249-99 

Kenwood KT 6040 £199-89 

Hitachi VTF780 

Philips VR 813 'S VHS' £799· 99 

Sony SL-VB £549.99 

Philips VR 7225 £399.99 

.£119-99 

.£199-89 

.£149-89 

.£299-89 

.£599-99 

.£399-99 

.£249-89 

· � :- 1 
I 

I 

NUMBER 

E 
FOR HOM E 

ENTERTAINMENT 
BIRMINGHAM 122/123 New Street. Tel 021 633 4944 BIRMINGHAM Horntons Electronics, 8-9 Lower Temple Street. Tel 021 643 0972 

BOLTON 235 Blackburn Rood. Tel 0204 31423 BRADFORD Rawson Square. Tel 0274 309266 COVENTRY 78 Lower Precinct. Tel 0203 632086 

GLOUCESTER (formerly Robbs) 13/15 Worcester Street. Tel 0452 419777 HAli 162/164 Ashley Rood. Tel 061 928 1610 

KEIGHlfY 38 Covendish Street. Tel 0535 602933 MANCHESTtR 54 Bridge Street. Tel 061 835 1156 MANCHESTER 66-68 Bridge Street. Tel 061 832 2081 

ROCHDAlf 52 Drake Street. Tel 0706 524652 WAISAll Pork Street. Tel 0922 644169 WIGAN 6 Crompton Street. Tel 0942 323897 

WOLVERHAMPTON 39 Victoria Street. Tel 0902 772901 WORCESTER 27/27 A The Cross. Tel 0905 726375 

WORCESTER Dovid Worings, Mormion House, High Street. Tel 0905 27551 



Personal messages 
The AV integration penny has finally dropped for Paul. Say 

boutros boutros ghali to Scart leads trailing around the room, 

and say bueno estente to straightforward hook up procedures 

for your surround sound and hi-fi systems. 

I 
continue to be amazed by my own 

myopia. I've berated others often 

enough for failing to see the wood 

for the trees, only to fall foul of exactly 

the same thing over the current trend 

towards audio-video integration. 

I've already used this column to dis­

cuss some of the difficulties of adding 

home cinema capabilities to an exist­

ing hi-fi system without spoiling the 

stereo performance. I've campaigned 

for Nicam TV manufacturers to fit 

screen-linked audio output sockets, to 

make the simplest and most conve­

nientvideo-to-hi-fi system link. And I've 

pointed out that here in Euro-Scart­

socketland, there's absolutely no need 

for all thoseA+V socket sets fitted to the 

backs of most AV amps, receivers and 

processors. 

The last few years have seen a whole 

variety of AY/home cinema compo­

nents coming onto the market, each 

offering a subtly different approach to 

the purveyance of Dolby Pro-Logic 

movie sound to the masses. However, I 

(and, it n1ust be said, others) seem to 

have largely ignored crucial lifestyle 

implications of these components. 

To put it bluntly, A Vamps, receivers 

and packaged systems are fundamen­

tally incompatible with the way we 

Brits tend to organise our lounges. 

The flame-effect-fireplace dominat­

ed lounges of Heritage Britain make 

putting the hi-fi speakers each side of 

the TV set awkward enough. Assuming 

that hurdle can be crossed, the acqui­

sition of an AV amp gives little option 

but to put all the audio and video gear 

together in the same general area. 

This comes naturally enough to 

Japanese and Americans who have 

already developed the habit of cover­

ing a complete wall with all the stor­

age, shelving and AV hardware-a sort 

of home entertainment wall. But here 

in Britain the telly sits out on its own 

little stand, with VCR and satellite 

receiver nestling in shelves under­

neath. The hi-fi, meantime, is stuck 

over on the sideboard, yards away 

(while the speakers, of course, peek out 

from behind the sofa). 
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The real stars of 
the AV integration 
show are add on 
processors. 
Scorchio! 

The widespread assumption that the 

simplest route to home cinema nir­

vana lies in trading the old stereo amp 

in for a spanking new Dol by Pro-Logic 

AV model is fundamentally naive. 

Having staggered home under the 

weight of the gleaming black new mon­

ster, where are you going to put it? 

Right where theold stereoamp used to 

sit, of course! Think again. You've now 

got to get the audio signals out from 

yourTVjVCR/Sat trolley and over to the 

hi-fi amps. You fancy having three Scart 

leads trailing across the carpet? Even if 

you'll put up with it, your nearest and 

dearest surely won't. 

If you've had the luck or perspicaci­

ty to end up owning a TVtl1at supplies 

an audio output corresponding to the 

image shOW11 on the screen (some fol­

low the TV tuner instead), then you can 

connect yourTVfVCRjSat units up with 

Scarts and just run the one stereo lead 

over to the hi-fi. This is much more 

domestically acceptable, but means 

you'll never get to use all those triple 

AV socket sets on the back of the amp. 

Forget abou t feeding your TV as a mon­

itor all the time - that falls down as 

soon as you want to watch one terres-

trial channel while recording some­

thing else. And there's still a speaker 

cable to come back the other way to 

drive the dialogue speaker on top ofthe 

telly. 

The other possible place for your 

new AV amp is over with the telly, of 

course. This minimises the problems of 

running speaker wires here, there and 

everywhere, which is handy. But you'll 

then have to figure out a complete new 

furniture arrangement, not only for 

the bulky new amp but also all your 

other hi-fi components as well. TI1ese 

used to plug into your old stereo amp, 

of course, and therefore have to move 

over to wherever your new AV amp 

hangs its hat. Exit record player and col­

lection to attic storage? 

There's also the factor that even 

putting a TV set between the speakers 

of a top qualitysystem represents some 

compromise, never mind all the other 

gubbins. (Serious and comfortably-off 

enthusiasts should be checking out 

room projector TV systems.) 

However you look at it, the AV amp 

(or receiver, mini or midi system) is a 

very tricky device to integrate into the 

typical UK lifestyle. Happily, this is 

much less true of two other species of 

AV component-theAVprocessor, and 

the Dol by Pro-Logic TV. 

TI1e problem with the latter is that 

you're usually lumbered with naff dia­

logue speakers and amps. The Toshibas 

are currently the most flexible and 

upgradable around, the £999 2939 

model being very good all round value. 

But the real star is the A V processor, 

like some of those I covered in a recent 

feature review(issue 137).You can put 

it with the hi-fi if your telly does have 

the magic screen-linked TV audio out­

put. Oryou can pu t it under the tellyin 

order to create just such an output, as 

well as switch and route your video­

with-audio sources and avoid incon­

venient dialogue speaker wiring. In 

the latter arrangement all you sacri­

fice is the ability to play surround 

sound gam.es with your stereo sources, 

which is no great loss, and perhaps 

some audio remote controlability. 



A New Angle On loudspeaker Design -� 

SERIES 
fa(ed with the problems of making a high 
perlorman(e loudspeaker that would blend 
seemlessly into the most elegant of rooms, B&W 
detided to extend their temni(al expertise into a 
new field ... 

Interior Design. 

The outwardly simple lines of the Preferen(e 
range endosures (Qn(eal an interior that has 
been optimised to reveal the lull potential of the 
drive units. 

The P4 is a tapered, folded line bass reflex 
design that utilizes the full (abinet volume to 
derive maximum response from the (obex boss 
unit. This approom divides the (Obinet into long 
narrow (ells that damp resonan(es in the some 
way as our Matrix design. 

Living, vibrant midrange is handled by a Kevlar 
driver that was patented by B&W for use in our 
referen(e 800 Series. 

Crystal dear treble is faithfully reprodu(ed by the 
neodymium tweeter - a true high point in driver 
design. 

The PS shares the same high and mid frequency 
drivers, but boss response is extended by using 
two (obex units in twin endosures. Power 
handling is in(reased to 200 Watts RMS. Although 
the (abinet volume is in(reased by 40%, the 
slimline design maintains a width of just 200mm. 

The P6 in(reases bass response still further by 
in(reasing the height of the endosure. But the nth 
degree of spadous treble reproduction is amieved 
by top mounting the tweeter in a pod, thus 
(reating the ultimate in soni( and visual 
elegan(e. 

b&wuk 
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For further details of the Preference Series and stockists, 'phone B&W UK on 01903-750750 
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For further information, please post or fax this coupon to us at Rotel UK, Gamepath Ltd, 25 Heathfield, Stacey Bushes, Milton Keynes, MK12 6HR. Tel: (01908) 317707. Fax (01908) 322704. 
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