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round sonic ability and that’s
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New wine in old bottles

his month you find me wrestling

with deep philosophical questions of

matters old and new. What’s new?
Micro-chip technology, I guess, and nowhere
is there more proof of this than in the latest
bunch of budget CD players that we’ve been
testing this month.

What'’s interests me is the proportion of
players whose innards are squeezed onto
fewer and fewer microchips, all in the name
of lower prices. I feel this is yet more
vindication for the old chestnut that CD’s
real impact was not as a new super-high-
quality music carrier; instead, I believe its
greatest contribution was to raise the basic
standard of replay for inexpensive systems.

Why? Well, the process of LP reproduction
was always a problem thatresponded to
mechanical engineering solutions, ever
greater degrees of tolerance and integrity,
which, for the most part, improved as money
was thrown at them. Hence the former cult
of the high-end turntable, which premium
manufacturers are trying to resurrect for CD.

But CD is a more complex beast to tame.
And there is no guarantee thatits feathers
can be unruffled by large doses of cash,
which poses a problem for exotic hi-fi’s
traditional reliance on added value. It seems
increasingly true that less is more in CD: look
deep among the many parameters of CD
replay, find the ones which really matter, get
themright—then worry about doing the
fancy stufflater.

What’s scaryis thatit’s taken ten years to
realise how little we know of the tortuous
electronic pathways between digital music
software and analogue squiggles of sound.
Yet on the morning just before Christmas
when [ write this, the cards in my postbag are
joined by the press release outlining Philips’
and Sony’s proposals for a new ‘Multimedia
CD’—one of whose implications is ‘ultra-
high-sound-quality audio.” A whole new ball-
game is about to begin before we’ve learned
all the rules of the first one. Even in this
month’s test, some players struggled to
achieve the 16-bit performance you have a
right to expect. They’re budget designs, yes,
but what does it say for the format?

While you’d be excused for thinking CD
has a strangle-hold on new music, an old
format is making a striking comeback right
atthe cutting edge of London’s trendiest
new music scene. This is the ‘ambient
musical science’ or ‘trip hop’ movement
centred around Mo’ Wax, an independent
record label run by 20-year-old, ex-club-DJ
James Lavelle. This guy is young enough to
have grown up with CD, but he’s also
matured alongside club culture, where the
favoured medium is vinyl. And you’ll have to
believe me if] tell you his plastic is drastic.

Of the label’s 20 releases in *94, one of the
most seminal was a collection called Headz, a
multi-faceted compilation of laid-back but
utterly compelling sounds. On vinyl, what
could have been a comfortable double
album arrived as a lavish triple, allowing for
ameaty groove-cut offering even the finest
audiophile needle a spin for its money.

The best part, however, is that these discs
have real-world price-tags. Headz, for
example, comes in atjust £10.99 — three
chunks of lacquer for just 70 percent of what
you’d pay for a single new CD. Mo’ Wax
doubles are an even better bet, at a paltry
£8.99 each. It comes as no surprise that
they’re shifting like hot cakes —in the US as
well as in chic UK record emporia.

Soifa 20-year-old upstart can run a
profitable business putting out good-quality
vinyl at sensible prices, is it too much to ask
that the Japanese-owned record
conglomerates do the same?

Daft question, really; but since psychics
are predicting that Maggie Thatcher will be
re-elected leader of a Conservative partyin
opposition during '95, I'll keep my fingers
crossed for a
resurgence in
vinyl. Ifonly to
laugh at the sad
gitswho flogged
all their LPs only
tobuy them again
onCD...

Stan Vincent,
Editor
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As reported by our man on the hi-fi frontline, Malcolm Steward.

NAD, bad and Grand
dangerous 5277

K udos Audio’s S50 and S100
speaker stands aim to
combine stability and good looks.
Three-point-spiked floor contact is
achieved through substantial,
triangular, steel (S50) or polymer-
composite (S100) bases, and the
rectangular-section top-plates are
also adjustably spiked. Thetwo
sections fix to the central pillar using
a pre-tensioned rod, obviating
welding and its consequent sonic
complications.

Standard heights for both models
are 18 and 24 inches, but other sizes
are available to order. Suggested

NAD’s THX-approved 216: it’s gotta lotta Watts retail prices are £100 for the S50.and
AD is muscling inonthebig power-amp market, adynamic power rating claimed to be a coil crunching £270forthe S100.
with new models 214 and 216. The £350 214 40oWpcinto two Ohms. Both amps can be bridged for = (01732) 461648
delivers 8oWpc continuous power into eight Ohm loads, even greater pyrotechnics, should that be necessary. e
orawhopping dynamic power peak of 250Wpc into a two Under the hood of both amps there’s dual-mono e
Ohm load. When it comes to the THX-certified, £450 construction with mirror-image PCBs, and protection
model 216, a passable imitation of a generating hall against short circuits, DC and overheating.

results in 125Wpc continuous power into eight Ohms and = 0181-343 3240

Form an orderly

hree years ago Audiolab set out motorised-pot volume control input switching orchangedvolume

to design an amplifier that was and muting are handled by infra-red settings. Inthe 8000Q, Audiolab g;lgg;sthe
totally free of coupling capacitors, a remote, while signals are relay- claimsinput, feedback and servo secret’s in
quest that led to the company’s 29 switched — all these are claimed to signals are combined with no the
technology, first seen last yearin the be sound-improving measures. interaction, causing neither noise polymer-
8000PPA phono preamplifier. 29 Z9isintended to obviate transient nor coloration. composite
reappearsin the new, line-level noise in DC-coupled amps caused by = (01480) 52521 baseplate

8000Q preamplifier.
Thoughintendedtobea
more purist design thanthe
existing 8oooC preamplifier,
the 8000Q (£1,000) still
offers sixinputs, three
tape outputs, a direct-
coupled headphone output
and two sets of regular
outputs. Input selection, The Audiolab 8000Q: your passport to zero noise and coloration?

4 Hi-Fi Choice February 1995
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L's big

bottom

E arth-shaking vibes inthe area
as |JBLunveils the new PS
range of compact powered
subwoofers, and MR series of
budget speakers.

The three PS subs offera
combination of new technology and
active equalisation. Prices range
from £399 for the 50-Watt PSé0, to
£599 for PS120, which uses a
30omm driver to generate 120 flare-
flapping Watts.

All models have adjustable
crossover frequency and output
levels, along with line- and speaker-
level inputs, satellite speaker
outputs and polarity inversion. Each
ismagnetically shielded for AV use,
and has a signal-sensing
circuit to provide automatic
switch-on and off.

The MR monicker,
meanwhile, stands for
Maximum Radiating
speakers. The line-up
features two magnetically-

shielded, floor-standing three-
ways: the £379 MRV308and £479
MRV310.Therest of therange
comprises five bookshelf models
priced from £99 to £279 — all
except the least expensive benefit
from composite titanium tweeters.
JBL parent Harman Audio also has
awide selection of new components
under the harman/kardon brand.
The long list of new arrivals includes
atuner, three remote-controlled
receivers, afive-disc CD changer,
cassette deck, five integrated
amplifiers, two AV receivers and an
AV integrated amplifier. Look out for
reviews in Choice soon!
2 0181-207 5050

harman/kardon’s new hk 610

Going for
Platinum

E x-patriate British loudspeaker
guru PhilJones has designed a
range of full-metal-diaphragm
speakers under the aegis of a new
company, PlatinumAudio.

There are three new models that
aim to put Platinumon the high-end
map. Alldeploy proprietary five-inch
alloy diaphragm woofers with
oversized motors and substantial
castings, plus domed tweeters with
damped magnet systems. The
heavyweight satin-rosewood and
piano-black finished enclosures
gain added strength from Jones’s
trademark method of clampingthe
bass driver from the rear.

The $2499 Solo, $3795 Duo and
$5995 Quattro had only dollar prices
atthetime of going to press, since a
UK distributor was still being sought
— more news after the Vegas show.

Historical footnote: Phil Jones
designed the miniature, cult-classic
Acoustic Energy AE1, then left the
UK to create the equallyinnovative
Boston Acoustics Lynnfield models.
© 001603 647-7586

More
speakers
from space

he new Wharfedale Modus

One-Three might look like a
UFO bathroom accessory, but is in
fact a 59-litre, floor-standing,
three-way loudspeaker which uses
‘staggered tuning’ of reflex portsin
the name of ‘fast, powerful bass’.
Styled to match Wharfedale’s
Modus range, the One-Three
features the characteristic top-
mounted tweeter globe, plus bi-wire
facilities, spikes, and a black
ash/anthracite finish. A pair will cost
440 of your Earth Pounds.

Second new Wharfedale speaker
isthe Diamond 6R.Outwardly
unchanged, the latest iteration of
the long-standing miniature uses a
new, refined-fibre bass-driver cone
for better midrange performance.
Priceis unchanged at £110.

Finally, Wharfedale’s parent, the
Verity Group, has acquired another
musical business: along with
Wharfedale and Mission it now
owns Premierdrums. Clearly the
companyisonaroll. Boomboom.
= (0113) 2601222

IN BRIEF

Amplifier manufacturer Densen
has appointed Ipswich-based loud-
speaker specialists Morel as the
sole UK distributor. First product
on sale is the £1299 DM-10, a 70-
Watt, six-input, line-level integrat-
ed sans feedback, which is claimed
to be capable of driving loads as
low as one Ohm. Add-on phono
modules cost £149 (mm) and £299
(mc). = 01473 719212

The Bush R701 Wireless combines
’30s charm with modern IC-based
AM/FM reception. The cabinet is
solid, varnished wood, complete
with a traditional, circular, match-
needled, illuminated dial; plus
separate band selector, tuning
and volume controls. The internal
speaker is larger than average, and
the whole nostalgic package costs
a mere £50. @ (01923) 859777

Denon’s Alpha processing-
conversion technology, first seen
in the £6500 DA-51 DAC, has
arrived in the UK at the more real-
istic price of £350. You can check
out Alpha’s real 20-bit DACs in the
new Denon DCD-1015 CD player.
@ (01753) 880109

Orelle has announced its new
DA-188 ‘Open Window’ DAC. On
sale now for £379, the DA-188 uses
an 18-bit, 8x oversampling chipset,
and is intended as a budget CD
player upgrade. Optical and
coaxial inputs are both available.
2 (0181) 810 9388

Moth’s modular Thirty Series
amplifier range has grown with the
addition of a new active line stage
and a line-level integrated amp.
The active line stage is available
with (£299) or without (£199) an
external 100VA high-current power
supply; both pieces are housed in
timber-fronted aluminium cases.
The new 30W integrated has eight
line-level inputs and costs £320.
Eight different timber fronts are
available. @ (01234) 741152

Sequence has added a sub-woofer
to its range of distinctive, panel-
style speakers. In keeping with the
its siblings, the new £300 SW12 is
a wall-mountable design, being
just four inches deep, but it can
also be placed on the floor, or
leant against the wall, using an
optional accessory kit. Within
there are two 18cm long-throw
woofers, plus switchable high-pass
filters and variable bass-reflex
tuning. @ (01943) 864930

QUDOS is a new ‘Balanced Design
Concept’ speaker cable from QED.
Priced at £2 per metre, it uses 79
strands of oxygen-free, high-
conductivity copper sheathed
within a polyethylene dielectric.
Accompanying the cable there’s a
new 4mm speaker connector,
Airloc (£2 each), which features
‘hexagonal crimp termination’ —
said by the company to be better
than either screw or soldered
joints, providing lower resistance
and better long-term performance.
= (01276) 451166
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HE AMPLIFIER
FOR PURISTS

in order that you may fully enjoy the pleasures of digital sound, we

re-evaluated every aspect of amplifier design.

The result is the AX-A662XBK. An amplifier that virtually eliminates
noise and interference, especially crosstalk.

Unlike conventional designs, our high-precision differential amp
cancels noise signals at each stage from the CD input to the power amp.

So only the signal is amplified, not the noise.

What’s more, instead of the usual electronic and rotary switches,
high grade relays are used to switch inputs and speakers, allowing the
music signal to run over the shortest possible distance, making it less
prone to degradation and interference.

All interference, especially crosstalk is further minimised because
the left and right channels have separate circuits and heat sinks.

The JVC AX-A662XBK. A radical departure from conventional

designs -~ the welcome arrival of the purest sound around.

7@&1%&“@%{; ﬁejz{;@&f ﬂe@/ecd{f g.fimﬁfe.



N,

Stax SR-Omega
earspeakers — .
play ‘the lowest
conceivable’ notes

Stax attacks

G ot £1695 in your back pocket?
You can now dispose of that
troublesome bulge by investing in
“the most acoustically-transparent
transducer available today”.

That modest-sounding device is
the Stax SR-Omega headphone, a
circumaural electrostatic device
which has been five years in the
making. It uses circulardiaphragms
50 per cent larger than those in
Stax’s SR-Lambda and SR-Sigma
models, enabling the Omega to
easily reproduce the “lowest
conceivable” musical notes.

Sumo back

he Californian Sumo brand is

back in the UK, courtesy of
Audusa & Co. They’ll be importing
Sumo’s power amps, preamps and a
transport/DAC combination.

Power amps include two class A
models: The Ten (100W, £2834) and
The Five (60W, £1784); plus the
class A/B Andromeda Il (£1784),

Sumo’s Axiom and Theorem

The diaphragm assembly also
includes a gold-plated, high-purity,
copper-mesh electrode to drive the
1.4 micron diaphragm. All fitted into
ahousing milled from anodised,
aircraft-gradealuminium.

The Omega’s PC-OCC cable is
heavier than on previous models —
each lead is individually cast to
maintain its crystal structure. The
’phones, or ‘earspeakers’ as Stax
prefers to call them, comeina
Paulownia wood case that doubles
as a handy cigar humidor.
= (01494) 441736

Polaris 111 (£891) and Ulysses I/
(£629). Preampsinclude the two-
box Diana (£1469) and the remote
controlled Artemis (£1574). There’s
a DACmodule for the Diana at £524.

On the CD front Sumo offers
the Axiom transport (£781) and
the Theorem DAC (£875). Both
units have AES/EBU connections
and the Theorem DAC has class A
analogue stages.

Strangely, Audusa hasn’t
mentioned Sumo’s dedicated
subwoofer-crossover, the Delilah.
All we can ask is: why, why, why...?!
= 0181-395 0793

Delta
force

ancy a cost-effective upgrade

for your Arcam Delta 290
integrated? You could do worse than
try the Delta 290P power amp. This
new 75-Watter retails for £400 and
usesthe same high-current power
ampstages used in the 290, making
itideal for moving from a bi-wired to
abi-amped system with the 290
driving the tweeters and the 290P
driving the bass/midrangeunits.

The Delta 290Pis equally suitable
for use with other manufacturers’
preamps — two independently-
switched pairs of speaker outlets
mean it can be used for multi-room
or multiple-speaker applications.

If you buy a 290P before the end
of March it’ll come with a free set of
0.6m AudioQuest Emerald inter-
connects, worth over £100.

@ (01223) 861550

Arcam’s Delta 290P

Tubes 'n’
vinyl alert

A udio Innovations has
introduced a £299 phono
amplifier. The valve-based P1is
compatible with moving magnet
and high-output moving coil
cartridges, but owners of low-output
moving coils will need an additional
step-up device such as Audio
Innovations’ T2 transformer.

The P1, which uses double
triodes in a simple anode follower
configuration, eschews negative
feedback and features a passive
RIAA equalisation circuit.

@ (01305) 761017

Audio Innovations’ P1 phono
amplifier has valves, you know

IN BRIEF

Bravura has launched the
Accelerando, a new £5500 horn
loudspeaker based on the £4750
Brio. Suited to corner placement,
the Accelerando uses a single
Lowther PM2a driver in each
cabinet. With a sensitivity figure
of 102dB, the speaker promises
an amplifier-friendly load, and
claims to produce more extended
treble, more forward bass and a
faster response than the Brio.

= (01732) 851408

B&W's new P Series speakers —
all floorstanders — all feature
Kevlar bass/midrange drivers, and
styling by the design company
Pentagram. Top-of-the-range Pé6
(£999) is a three-way with free-
field, metal-dome HF unit mounted
externally on top of the cabinet. P5
(£799) is another three-way, but
with a conventionally-placed
tweeter, while the £599 P4 is the
smallest of the bunch, being an
81cm-tall two-way. Available in
rosenut, black ash and cherry
veneers, all speakers are reflex-
loaded, high sensitivity designs.
= (01903) 750750

Mission has scooped two awards
with a difference. First it was
named Manufacturer of The Year at
the Manufacturing Industry
Achievement Awards, sponsored
by Omron and Morgan Grampian;
then it won Commerce Business
Magazine’s Company of The Year
award for the East Anglian Region.
Good show, chaps.

= (01480) 451777

Increasing demand for JVC's
televisions and Adagio mini hi-fi
systems has prompted the
company to spend £9.2 million
expanding its Scottish factory. A
further 155 jobs will be created
as a result. & 0181-450 3282

Sound & Vision 95 will take
place at the Bristol Marriot Hotel,
starting 11am on Friday 24
February. The show runs until
5pm on Sunday 26 February, and
there are ticket deals for couples,
plus free admission for children
under 16 years of age. Special
deals are promised on hardware
sold at the show (ten per cent dis-
count on most purchases) plus a
record-token promotion for buyers.

On sale in the New Year: a whole
host of new speakers using
Bandor’s miniature, aluminium-
anodised drive units. The transmis-
sion-loaded Bandoline 30 (approx.
£1600 per pair) and 20 (approx.
£1800 per pair) have been
designed to exploit the Bandor
15omm bass driver. The Bandora
(approx. £900) is a full-range com-
pact speaker system with 2-inch
and 4-inch cones, which can be
augmented by the Mora bass unit
(£1800). Last but least are the
Bandor Pictures (approx. £300): a
2-inch Bandor driver, mounted in a
ceramic/wooden frame, which
mounts on the wall for high-quality
but discreet sound.

= 0494 714058
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To boldly go where no Hi-Fi has
gone before

The Renaissance integrated amplifier - packed full of dpa innovations that redefine integrated amplifier perfrmance.

|mogine being able to perceive subtle nuances and delicate details; and then
exhilarating dynamics and power.

Imogine high performance electronics, advanced innovative design and
construction.

Imcgine all of the above but at an affordable price. Impossible? Not after you
have experienced the Renaissance Integrated amp, CD player or DAC. Which
explains why Hi-Fi World recently said of the integrated amp “the new
Renaissance is difficult to beat in its composure, clarity and openness. It has a
gentleness born of refinement, with superb stereo staging and imaging. I'd rate
it very, very highly for serious listeners.”

Renaissance - affordable High-End relbborn

dpa Digital Ltd,. 7&8 Willowbrook Lab Units, Crickhowell Rd., St Mellons, Cardiff, Wales CF3 OEF
Tel: (01222) 795621 Fax: (01222) 794267



AND IT CAME TO PASS...

...that March shall be the month of Amplifiers. Eight
shall be the number that are tested, and the number that
are tested shall be eight. And they shall come from all
corners of the world, and Brighton in the case of Onix.
Will DPA smite the mighty Audiolab; and will the Mission
lie down with the Musical Fidelity?

LO!

The TapeTapeTape supplement begat cassette recorders.
And they were many and numerous. If thine tape machine
turns flutter to whine, cast it aside. Read of our testing, or
feel the wrath of our head azimuth. The Recording Meters
of Might will speak forth, casting their judgement upon
Aiwa, Denon, harman/kardon and others.

VERILY...

...will thee witness the miracle of three-channel stereo.
Stare agog at the ultimate in home entertainment. Doubt
not the might of Huntingdon as a multitude of reviewers
are seen feeding the Meridian Digital Theatre: a system
so loud and realistic, it will tear down the Walls of Jericho.

FORSOOTH

In Sessions, no plagues of frogs or locusts, but the pages

shall rain down with the newest, finest hi-fi. Its end shall

be single and its glass shall be triode — Gamma'’s new

Gemini mteg@ated amplifier is cheap enough to keep the
ney dmnaars at bay.

.E-EN PEOPLE

Not an advanced plant stand, but part of Meridian’s amazing
Digital Theatre system — exclusive in-depth review next month!

Mission’s Cyrus Ill amp — in next month’s group test
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Choice

SESSIONS

It might be the coldest month of the year, but these new goodies will keep your ears warm.

Arcam

Alpha 5 plus

() Improves upon the Alphas
performance; greater
imagery and clarity.

) Those seekingtherelaxed
performance of the earliest
Alphas may not approve.

ver since Trichord
released its Clock 2
modification for CD

players, it seems that every other
company has been looking to
cash in by incorporating their
own circuits to improve timing.
Take Arcam:it’s just upgraded
the evergreen Alpha once more,
labelling it the Alpha 5 plus. The
‘plus’ modifications push many
things forward, including the
price (up by £20 to £470), but the
main differences are on the new
audio board. This features an
improved clock circuit with a

ALPHA 5 phus
L 3

e Pt

discrete oscillator. Arcam also
reclocks the data between chips,
which is claimed to reduce data
jitter.

Arcam has performed minor
tweaks to the power supply and
circuit layout. However, you can
only go so far with the existing
chipset on the Alpha 5, which is
now getting decidedly long in
the tooth, soit’slikely that the
nextimprovements to the Alpha
5will be more substantial.

Icompared the Alpha 5 to the
Alpha 5plus at Central London’s
K] West One. Sonically, the plus
isa subtle, yet significant
improvementover the Alpha 5.
The new model has improved
low-level detail retrieval, which
readily manifestsitselfon the
intros of tracks on the Cowboy
Junkies’ Trinity Sessions CD.

Separation of instruments
gives the Alpha 5 plus a cleaner,
slightly cooler balance than the
Alpha 5, but as theoriginal was
almost too warm, this is no bad
thing. On Break And Enter, by The

Prodigy, the Alpha 5 plus sounds
more informative and coherent,
while also less muddy and less
indistinct. The soundstaging is
better; there is still the
characteristic lack of image
depth thatonly the finest CD
players can overcome, but at
least there is some image depth.
I've always liked the giant-
killing Arcam Alpha — in many
ways it offers the best balance of
sound and value around. Of late,
though, its crown started to slip
thanks to heavy competition
from companies like
Micromega. The Alpha 5 plus
pitches Arcam right back up
there as the leader of the pack.
Aretrofit upgrade will be
available toAlpha Sownersfora
shade under £100.
Alan Sircom

AG&R Cambridge Ltd,
Pembroke Avenue, Denny
Industrial Centre, Waterbeach,
Cambridge CB5 9PB.

= (01223) 440964

AMPLIFIER

Copland
(SA 14

PRICE: £999
() Lively firstrungon the

high-end audio ladder;
impressively light, yet
refined and detailed
musical performance; solid
build.

() Some purists will balk at
hybrid technology
(more fool them!).

he trouble with valve
amplifiers is that they
are large, heavy and

expensive. Meet the Copland CSA
14:it’ssmall, light and relatively
cheap.Butit’s notavalve
amplifier —well, almost.

The £999 CSA 14 is the first
integrated amplifier from
Copland that doesn’t exclusively
sport ‘hollow state’ technology,
and it’sareal honey. Using
triodes at the point where the

The Arcam Alpha 5 plus — offers
a subtle but significant
improvement over the Alpha 5.
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SOURCE SELECTOR

Copland’s CSA 14 — an
unusual hybrid , but one that
can work at the heart of a
budget high-end system.

preamp and power amp stages
meet — and nowhere else —sets
the Copland amp apart from
every other valve/solid state
hybrid on the market (most use
tube gain stages in either the
preamp or power amp sections
alone, toadd a bit of warmth to
the amp sound).

Despite the move towards
solid-state and the low price,
neither the sound nor the
superb build quality associated
with this Swedish company have
been compromised. The CSA 14
still sports the classic Cello-like
front panel dials and is built like
it could be used for battlefield
hifireproduction.Indeed, the
latest versions of the amp are
being fitted with the military-
spec Sovtek valves from Russia.

It has alight, delicate tonal
balance that s perfectly suited
to drive smaller speakers. In
addition to my usual ProAc
Response One ‘S’ speakers, I used
the CSA 14 with a pair of Sonus
Faber Minima Amators with great
success. Refinement is the word
that keeps reoccurring when it
comes to the CSA 14, whether on
MM phono orlineinput:
refinement of image, presenting
asoundstage that is never out of
kilter; refinement of detail,
revealing much abouta
recording without the feeling of
music being laid bare; and
refinement of coherence,
playing admirably loud when
required, but still hanging
together with consummate
style and grace.

The Copland CSA 14 is an
exercisein sophistication.
Reviewers often recommend
products in isolation, while
end users, naturally enough,

tend to look at products like

the CSA 14 as part of a system.
However, in this case, I can
happily suggest that simply
combining theamp with a
decent £1,000+ CD player or
turntable, a pair of Sonus Faber
Minima Amators and some pukka
cables will give a comparatively
inexpensive system with its feet
firmly placed in the high-end.
It’s packed with refinement and
detail, yet still has a sense of fun
and is capable of letting rip with
heavy rock when required.

Alan Sircom

Absolute Sounds Ltd, 58 Durham
Road, London SW20 0ODE.
= 0181-947 5047

QR
Developments
Ringmat MKkll

() Improves clarity, detail,
and dynamics.

) Fineadjustment of arm
height may be needed for
optimum results.

ne of the most

interesting and

unusual accessories
available for those still playing
LPs is QR Developments’
Ringmat. Made from a thin
piece of card with strategically
placed corkrings to support
the record, it’s intended to
replace your existing turntable
mat. Butit can also be used
successfully with decks that
don’t have a mat — like Voyd,
Pink Triangle, Michell, etc.

QR Developments’ original
Ringmat was introduced
about two years ago and
received a good response from
press and public alike. I found
it most effective, and felt thatit
gaveimprovementsin clarity
and fine detail thatordinarily
you’d have to spend much more
money to obtain.

Essentially, it helps give LPs
the kind of firmness and
stability normally only available
from master tapes. Itimproves
clarity and dynamicrange,
resulting in asharper, more
tactile presentation. Some
listeners found that the original
mat could sound over-bright,
but any problems here can
usually be eliminated by
lowering the arm height.

QR’s John Rogers has now
come up with a MKII version of
the Ringmat. This looks fairly
similar, but the ‘mat’ is made
from more flexible card and
there’s an extra corkring on the
underside. Given the excellence
of the original Ringmat,Iwas a
bit sceptical about whether or
not the Mkll would provide a
worthwhile improvement —
itdid!

The new matis essentially
similar to the original, but
clarityand fine detail are
further enhanced, and the bass
isslightly firmer. Put on an LP of
complex synthesiser music, and
the sound is even cleaner and
better-sorted. It sounds as if the
stylus is tracking the grooves
more comfortably, leading toa
firmer stereo image.

Because of this, I believe that
extended use of the Ringmat
should helpincrease cartridge
life by lowering stylus wear. This
MklII version of the Ringmat costs
£40, an increase of £5 over its
predecessor (still available at £35
while stocks last).I know thatI
could be happy with either, but
feel that the MklI is worth the
extra costin terms ofits
improved performance.

Jimmy Hughes

Virtual Reality, PO Box 383,
Brentwood, Essex CM14 4GB.
= (01277) 227355

Ringmat MkIl —
not the most
obvious upgrade,
perhaps, but
certainly worthwhile.
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Thorens

Consequence

PRICE: £1,050
() Superbly built pre/power
combo; solid, weighty and
highly controlled sound.
) Preamp needs better PSU
to get the best from the

power amp.

othestart-upkeyisa

bit too kitsch for most

tastes —it’s hard to
resist the temptation to make
‘Vroom, Vroom’ noises when
you turn it on —but there’s no
denying that the Thorens
Consequence pre[power amps
really look the business.
Finished in black with gold
relief, sporting front-panel
displays that light the central
Thorens logo on each section,
these half-sized amplifiers look
far more elegant than the price
tags would suggest.

The five-input £500 TTP 2000
preamp and 35W £550 TTA 2000
power amp are every bit as well-
made internally. Both amps look
set to give years of work-horse
use with little reason for
complaint, but plenty ofheat.
The power amp is biased to run
in Class A for its first 11 watts,
and is therefore seriously hot to

sT!

the touch. Once theignition is
fired the same box also feeds
mains to the preamp, which
itselftakes hours to warm up —
buyers are in for a torrid time.
(The preamp has its own power
supply, though with a rather
small transformer, and is only
supplied with alink to the
power amp rather thanto a
standard mains socket.)

These are entirely minimalist
amps, even eschewing channel
balance and tape monitoring in
the pursuit of better sound. That
said, itis likely that by the time
you read this the preamp will
have been upgraded to include
remote control. Another highly
commendable attribute is the
mains phase lamp just below
the power inlet of both the pre
and power amplifiers. This
can determine whether both
products have the correct
mains polarity.

Firstimpressions are of an
amplifierblessed with plenty of
control, especially for such an
inexpensive, yet well-made,
pre/power combination. Stereo
imagery is pleasantly wide, but
gives the impression of a rather
narrow soundstage just to the
rear of the speakers. Thereis a
slight lack of coherence and
finery to the overall musical
performance, but this must be
set against the palpable sense

1P

gus0 ™

20;’:”1',,’

Take a listen to the
Thorens Consequence
pre and power amps —
keying is believing

of solidity and realistic scale to
theinstruments played.

Maybe I couldn’t get the
Naim-sized boxes or the
glowing logos out of my mind,
butl felt very positive toward
therhythmic qualities of this
Teutonic Twosome, although a
Naim combo would certainly
out-perform the Thorens in this
important aspect. However, the
Thorens has a warmer, more
comfortable balance than
many solid-state amps.

Unsurprisingly fora
company with avast history in
turntables, the MM disc stageis
very precise,detailed, clearand
everybit as competent as the
line stages. Switching over to
moving coil cartridge was less
rewarding, however. My advice
would be to use a cheap and
light-sounding MC, or invest ina
decent step-up transformer.

On the whole, thisisa fine
duo. The preamp is in desperate
need of a decent power supply,
though, and my feeling is that it
shouldn’t be used fed from the
power amp. But this shouldn’t
detract from the excellent build
and sense of control it offers.
Justdon’tlose those keys!

Alan Sircom

Portfolio Marketing, PO Box 442,
Great Missenden, Buckinghamshire
HP16 0JB. & (01494) 890277

Royd Sorcerer

() Extremely musical and
communicative speaker
that’s fun to listen to.

() Frontgrille not the last

word in aesthetics.

n almost total

absence of press

activity surrounded
the £595 Sorcerer launch, and it
seems that many reviewers —
and potential customers too,
presumably —are still unaware
of the speaker’s existence. The
Sorcereris a seven-litre bookshelf
speaker. Traditionally, such
small Royd enclosures were all
infinite baffle (sealed box)
designs; the Sorcerer breaks this
mould with the addition ofa
front port.

The port goes some way
towardextending the bass down
to a claimed 35Hz, while still
maintaining an easy eight-Ohm
impedance and a suggested
sensitivity of 86dB. The Sorcerers
need alengthy run-in and,
according to Royd, will only
perform at their best above
15°C.Once theysettle in, the
bass fills out and they sound
more musical and alive. They are
designed to work close to a rear
wall, so holographic sound-
staging and image depth are not
priorities. Instead, you're
blessed with a vivid, up-tempo
performance that never sounds
small. Though best suited to
average-sized rooms, the
Sorcerers have enough energy to
fill outlarger rooms at a pinch.

They have a slightly rich,
warm tonal balance, coupled
with a slight zing to the upper
frequencies. The Sorcerers
don’t have the sort of ‘high-end’
smooth detail of a ProAc Response
One ‘S’, but they are
consummately musical,
underpinning any hi-fi niceties
with a wicked sense of rhythm.
It’s also possible to use the
Sorcerers in the near field,
placing the speakers along the
base of an imaginary isosceles
triangle. This dramatically
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Sessions

Royd Sorcerer —
magic is
as magic does

improves theimagery, but

to get balanced bass weight, the
speakers need to be about three
feet from your ears, whichis
hardlypractical in most
listening-rooms.

In fact, my only criticism
regards the Sorcerer’s inability to
play music at very high volume
levels, Yes, they will play loud,
butifyouwant those moments
of head-banging, you may have
tolook elsewhere.

Then again, ifyou want
quality,compatibilityand the
ability to mount your speakers
close toawall,Ican’t thinkofa
better design than the Royd
Sorcerer. Although I believe that
the speaker is so-called because
of’its pointy hat-like phase plug
in the bass driver, perhapsit’s
because they sound magical.
Alan Sircom

Royd Loudspeaker Company Ltd,
Unit B2, Stafford Park 15, Telford,
Shropshire TF3 3BB.

= (01952) 290700

Afew words of apology are due
to the folk at Royd. Though we
had twoopportunities to redress
the balance, we still failed to
mention that the Minstrel, tested
inissue 135, was actually
awarded a Best Buy rather than
justaRecommendation.

|

Marantz
CD-63SE

() Clean, civilised balance,
good sense of timing.

() Soundstage onlyin two
dimensions.

arantz has madea
habit of bringing
out special edition

versions of its CD players, and
amplifiers too for that matter.
Looking at past models you can
see why. The CD-52IISE had an
unwieldy name but was a
tremendously successful model.
What SE means, in this instance,
is an OFC (oxygen free copper)
mains transformer, a stronger

base plate and chassis bracing to

improve structural solidity,
ventilation slots (said to improve
temperature stability) and
copper plated shielding on the
HDAM op-amps in the output
devices. The latter are discrete
amplifier modules that are

~ claimed to offer a significantly

better slew-rate and signal to
noiseratio; good technicalstuff
thatshould, in theory, mean
less distortion.

Whatyou get for your £350 is
aneat slimline player with a
comprehensive selection of
facilities, a good variety of

- outputsockets (including an

electrical digital output —good
news if you ever want to
upgrade with a separate DAC),
remotely-controllable output

level (effectively remote volume
control) and a dimmable display
to cutdown the glare.

Sonically, the SE effect
tames the slightly aggressive
tendencies of the regular 63 and
improves its dynamic abilities
to the extent that low-level
listening is a whole lot more
engaging. Tonallyithasa
slightly detailed balance that
enhances treble a tad, but
withoutadding glare. Bass is
deep, solid and as fast as ever
with Marantz CD players. The
whole thing times very nicely,
forcing your foot to tap of'its
own accord. It also does a good
jobof differentiating between
production styles, by which I
mean it brought out the variety
in recording and mastering

. effectively —an area thatalot of

: haverevealed is available from

. Jason Kennedy

© House, Padbury Oaks, 575-583
© Bath Road, Longford, Middlesex

techniques between albums

players fail in, and by doing so
reveal their limited resolution.
Where the CD-63SE and the
majority of CD players fall down
is in the resolution of depth;
something that the Sony
CDP-715E and most players fitted
with the Trichord Clock 2 mod

the medium. Last year the 63SE
would have been a first class
player, but the goal posts have
moved. CD players with flat
soundstages no longer cut it.

Marantz Hi-Fi UK Ltd, Kingsbridge

UB7 OEH. & (01753) 680868

Marantz CD-63SE — tames
the aggression of its
unpampered brother
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Trade In For Better Sound

Conventional stereo BOSE® Acoustimass® speaker systems

Room-filling Room-filling
speakers. old sound.

Until now, you thought you had Lifelike sound from
to live with big speakers to hear Virtually Invisible®

great sound. zntO ew , speaker systems.
Now it’s time to change... n ’

Trade-in your old speakers! Research makes the difference:

Trade-up to better sound! “...side by side with speakers costing
three to five times as much, the AM-5°
(Acoustimass® system) consistently

Measure the size of your old speakers

for the best trade-in value: produced the more exciting and
! £200.% listenable sound...”
for your old SpeakerS, if Julian Hirsch, Stereo Review
they are more than 6x
the size of - “...only Bose® really managed to
Acoustimass®-5 cubes. achieve a satisfactory in-room
£ 180.* balance. Most of the others merely
for your old speakers, if supplied an excess of midbass

they are up to 6x the
size of Acoustimass®-5
cubes.

£ 150

for your old speakers, if
they are up to 4x the

T FREEPHONE 0800 317942
L1208
ke -/ /L7 S

RS Better sound through researche

alongside no more actual extension
than a pair of conventional budget

»
spea/eers. Paul Messenger, Hi Fi Choice

“This offer applies to Acoustimass®-S and Acoustimass®-7 BOSE Ltd, Trinity Trading Estare, Sittingbourne,

ystems only. For trade in allowances on Acoustimass®-3

nd Acoustimass®-4 systems, consult yeur dealer. Act HOW! Offer ends Soon! Kent ME10 2PD. Tel: ( 0795) 475341



MC CARTRIDGES

Ortofon
MC25E &
MC25FL

() Very safe upgrade option
for that difficult ‘second
MC’ decision; highly
neutral balance; FLis a
great budget high-end.

) FLmay overwhelm some
mid-price turntables; not
the warmest of cartridges;
could do with letting their
hair down sometimes!

of these cartridges after

using an Ortofon MC7500 for
several months was a bit ofa
shock. The temptation was to
slaughter the pair of them for
not being up to the standard I'm
used to.But scarcely a moment’s
reflection convinced me that to
do sowould be pretty dumb, not
least because the MC7500 costs
about ten times as much.

In fact, having overcome the
initial shock, both cartridges
proved less of adowngrade than
I'd expected. Granted, you lose
the absolute fidelity of the 7500,
butretain that overall neutrality
and tonal accuracy. You gain in
as much as that both cartridges
can easily drive most moving
coil input stages. Try the same
input with a MC7500 and you
lose about half'the volume level.

The two MC25s are identical
save for their stylus profiles. The

I ‘Il be honest. Fitting either

MC25FL uses a fine-line diamond;
the cheaper MC25E uses an
elliptical stylus. The FL is said to
offerbetter tracking, separation
and channel balance.

Both cartridges are similarin
performance, though £50 for
the fine-line stylus is money well
spent. Ortofon’s typical lack of
coloration is common to both
and the ability to track a
difficult LP and give a realistic
soundstage is hard to fault. The
FLadds zing to treble detail and
more transparency toan already
open performance window. But
it may offer too much zing for
cheaper arms, so be wary.

Those weaned on a Goldring
Eroica or Linn K9 may find the
MC25 — particularly the MC25FL
—abit too stark and honest.
Though faithful to what’s on the
LP, both MC25s stress the detail,
sometimes to the detriment of
the music. The MC25FL should be
seen as a low-cost partner for
decks like the PT Anniversary or
SME Model 20; the MC25E is better
thought of as an upgrade fora
mid-price turntable.

Fitted to anything above a
Rega Planar 3 and played into
any decent MC phono stage,
either cartridge will add clarity.
Even so, my advice is that if your
turntable is good enough, go the
extra £50 for the fine-line
stylus...it’s more than worth it.
Alan Sircom

Ortofon (UK) Ltd, Chiltern
Hill, Chalfont St Peter,
Buckinghamshire SL9 9UG.
= (01753) 889949

The MC25E (left) and MC25FL
(right) — two more excellent
cartridges from Ortofon.

Record review

Sir Malcolm Arnold -
Sy)nphony No 2; A Grand, Grand,
Overture; Concerto for two
pianos

Royal Philharmonic/Vernon
Hondley

Conifer CDCF 240

vertures don’t come
much grander than
Arnold’s splendidly

noisy A Grand, Grand, Overture,
scored for large orchestra and
organ — plus 3
vacuum clean-
ers, a floor pol-
isher, and four
rifles! Written
for the first of
Hoffnung’s
annual musi- £
cal extrava-
ganzas at
London’s
Royal
Festival

Hall, i
. .
it’s a
riotously
funny 3
piece —
once heard, never
forgotten. Yet beyond the sound
effects, the work contains some
good music, and it is surprising
that performances (and record-
ings) aren’t more common —

can it really be that hard to find
accomplished players of the
vacuum cleaner?

Arnold’s Concerto For Two
Pianos was written for Cyril Smith
and Phylis Sellick, and it is the
usual bitter-sweet mixture of light
and serious characteristic of this
composer. The slow movement is
very touching, with a beautiful

melody that effortlessly combines
classical and pop music. But it is
the finale that really catches the
ear with its jaunty tune and
cheeky syncopations. Carnival Of

 Animals, here receiving its first

recording, is Arnold’s riposte to
Saint-Saen’s piece and features
species the French composer left
out! These include a flock of sheep
(wittily going round in circles to
Handel’s For We Like Sheep) and
a silent finale — for bats!

The second symphony is the
most substantial work on
the disc,

and
it'sa
piece
of wide
contrasts
— from
the
gentle
almost
whimsical
opening, to
a profound
slow
movement
lasting over
twelve
minutes. A
rousing finale brings the work to
its conclusion. Orchestral playing
is spirited and enthusiastic, and
the RPO give assured
performances under Vernon
Handley. Conifer’s 20-bit
recording is special too, with a
very wide dynamic range and
some very deep powerful bass.
The organ in the Overture is
suitably thunderous, but the
bass-drum cuts cleanly through
the densest texture. Played
loud, this is a real corker!
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AMPLIFIER

Quad 77

() Future-proofed integrated
amplifier that maintains
allthe old Quad virtues.

) Rather limitedin its
basic guise.

hirty years ago, the

leading edge of home

entertainment
comprised turntable, radio and
open-reel tape for the well-
heeled. TV was expensive,
monophonicand of limited
picture quality, computers were
the domain of Auric Goldfinger
and NASA, home cinema was for
those who lived next door to the
Gaumont and the nearest thing
to a Game Boy was the Penny
Falls at the Kursaal. Quad was
at the pinnacle of the home
entertainment market, with its
legendary range of amps, tuners
and electrostatics. But with the
rise of cassette, CD, Nicam
stereo, DolbyPro-Logicand with
aplethoraof new formats just
around the corner, Quad hi-fiis
now rather less important in
the grand scheme of things.

But with the new £595 Quad
77 amplifier and matching £250
remote, the first of a wholly new
Quad range, the company looks
set to move back to the forefront
of home entertainment. This has
nothing much to do with the
sound quality of the amp, rather
that the 77 is easily the best
option for someone who wants
to link computer, home cinema
and hi-fi together, with the
prospect of further expansion as
new technology appears.

Opening up the 77, one is
reminded more of a computer
than an amplifier. The amplifier
isa 70watt Class B design,
capable of swinging a healthy 11
amps peak current. The 77 does
without Quad’s feed-forward
Current Dumping output stage,
in favour of a more orthodox
complementary feedback
design. This is because feedback
designs are inherently more
stable than Current Dumping in
smaller implementations.

Quad’s

latest amp
is set to take
the company
fast forwarding
into the future.

There are two ways of
connecting up the 77.One, for
non-Quad sources, is as a
conventional amp, via two line
inputs and a tape loop, using
standard phono plugs. The next
generation of Quad products —
of which there are many, with
15 already on the drawing board
—use the new Quadlink bus.
This comprises of a differential
analogue audio path together
with digital communications
pathways and a differential
digital audio path. Thereis even
a 30V ac linkage to power other
products, so only one mains lead
is needed per block of Quad
products. All these Quadlink
signals run along the same bus
lines, connected via a multi-pin
D-Sub port, as used in the
computer industry. Via the
Quadbus, the 77 amplifier will
automatically determine which
of the connected products is the
master and which are the slaves,
but this can be re-configured by
the userif necessary. Ultimately,
Quad hopes that the Quadlink
bus will be adopted as a
standard by other companies in
amanner similar to the RS232
portin the computer industry.

All this is sophisticated
enough, but soon pales into
insignificance when the £250
Quadremote is broughtinto
play. This transforms the 77
into the nexus of a sophisticated
and admirably future-proofed
home entertainment complex.
Connect up any of the
forthcoming Quad products to
the amp and the two-way
infra-red Quadremote will
control every parameter of that
unit, showing all controls and

any

display, even

title information if so
programmed. It can even

title existing CDs.

The potential is there for the
Quadremote to act as a gateway,
intelligently operating any
remote controllable product, in
the manner of the best learning
remotes. In theory, up to 256
sources can be controlled from a
single remote and can be given
preferred user settings, so that
the system will automatically
default to a particular source,
preset or volume level, when
thatsetting isactioned.

Like many of the British hi-fi
establishment, Quad’s amps
have come in for some flak of
late. Reviewer after reviewer
seem convinced that the Quad
range is somehow dull. Yet the
77’s performance is smooth and
satisfying, whatever the music.
It will not disgrace itself, even
when placed with some
seriously expensive equipment.

Most alluring of all is a silken
sense of coherence, especially in
the all-important mid-band. This
makes recordings like Crowded
House’s Woodface sound
sumptuous. But midband
coherence is partnered with
generous helpings of detail, and
these really shine at everything
above the lowest volume levels.
The extreme bottom and top of
the frequency range are less
detailed than the mid-band, but
only marginally and loses no
power in the bass, which is rare.

As might be expected of a
company who sponsor classical
recordings, its performance on
hard rock or dance music is not
as hard, rocky or dancey as is
possible, but it is still capable of
sounding more lively than many
amplifiers that are often
confined to the ‘Classical Only’
bin. Strangely, however, the

amp
seems better
suited to box

speakers than electrostatics.
Is there a Quad box speaker in
the pipeline?

Even flooding it with NWA’s
Straight Outta Compton didn’t
faze the amplifier, thanks to
that healthy power reserve.
Whatyou get instead is an amp
that presents a fine soundstage,
decent dynamics and plays rap
with as much aplomb as an
Gilbert and Sullivan overture.

There is plenty of musical
integrity and honesty from the
Quad 77.1t’s not the sort of
amplifier to fake a false sense of
timing, push the sound forward,
or bathe the listener in some
false warmth. As most amps at
this price will pull the listener in
one of thesedirections, the
performance of the 77 is more
adult, more sophisticated and
ultimately more rewardingin
thelong term.

Ifyou are convinced thatyour
needs will progress no further
than a CD player, tuner and tape
deck, the Quad 77 will be more
than capable. But a few years
from now, when those extra
inputs prove vitally important,
the Quad 77 can still form the
core of the system. Unlike many
oftoday’s products, the Quad 77
will be hard to outgrow.

The sound quality is, in many
respects, the leastimportant
aspect of the Quad 77. The ideas
behind the design owe as much
to William Gibson and Phillip K
Dick as Blumlein and Edison.
This is the amp to let early
adopters link their technologies
together, smoothly expanding
as we add more lanes to the
infobahn.When someone
finally invents a Gibson-esque
Cyberspace deck, I bet it’ll have
aQuadlink porton the rear.
Future-jockeys everywhere will
see the sense of the Quad 77.
Alan Sircom

Quad Electroacoustics Ltd,
30 St Peter’s Road, Huntingdon,
Cambs PE18 7DB. & (01480) 52561
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Fxtrema

Sonus Faber’s inert Poly Stratum cabinet system — a patented sandwich
construction with solid walnut wood and black satin lacquer finish

Sonus Faber designs for style not fashion its Electa loudspeakers
and Amator electronics are now considered classics. Sonus
Faber’s Extrema is a celebration of the extreme — an undeniably
small loudspeaker with the pretensions of a giant. The bi-wire
Extrema is the most sophisticated miniature dynamic loud-
speaker made. Described as ‘one of a handful of loudspeakers
which qualify as legends’. Hi-Fi News & Record Review warned:
‘this’ll take your breath away’ (Ken Kessler, October 1991).
With appropriately powerful amplification this staggeringly

capable box delivers sound on a massive scale with unfettered

\S

Absolute Sounds

58 Durham Road - London SW20 0DE
Telephone 081-9475047
Facsimile 081-8797962

Sonus faber:

dynamics. Stereo performance and
detail rendition are exceptional.
Sonus Faber has now blended the
speed and delicacy of the Minima
with the power of the Electa Amator
in a new loudspeaker called the
Minima Amator. Exclusive low distor-
tion, high power handling drivers are
used in a 1.5-inch thick hardwood
cabinet comprising 20 pieces. The
gently sloped crossover uses the
highest grade components and offer
parallel or bi-wiring through gold-
plated binding posts. The result is a
loudspeaker capable of lifelike stereo
imaging and a sense of unsurpassed
grandness delivered without effort.
The £898 Minuetto is a most exciting
and affordable addition to the Sonus
Faber range—rightly described as a
mini-Electa. Its handmade 16 layer
cabinet with solid walnut gives aston-
ishingly neutral sound quality and
outstanding beauty. The leather cov-
ered baffle minimises diffraction
effects for superb stereo imagery.
Contact Absolute Sounds to find out
where you can hear these exceptional

loudspeakers on demonstration.

Minuetto



Statements: loudspeaker

Electrofluidics Sonolith 2.2xi

Never mind political
correctness — Jason
Kennedy corrects his
phase with the Sonolith.

ometimeago, erstwhileeditor

Andy Benham wrote about a

heavyweight metal-coned
loudspeaker called the Sonolith 1. He
liked it very much, not least for its
prodigious low frequency capabilities.
At the time, I thought it a bit like a
Townshend Glastonbury,and wondered
if I'd ever get around to hearing it.
Aboutthreeyearslater, Electrofluidics
brought round the next model in the
range: the £3,250 Sonolith 2.2xi.

The Sonolithloudspeakers are unusu-
al beasts. They’re made out of a miner-
al polymer composite and built up
from pre-fabricated blocks, each one
butted up tothenextwithatoughened
neoprene gasket. It’s possible, there-
fore, to create very tall multi driver
designs, but make sure your floors are
up toit beforeyou order a pair.Theinfi-
nite baffle 2.2xi weighs 66kg, a com-
mitted two man lift and something of
an obelisk for your living room. They
are also quite big, measuring 95cm
high by 42.5cm deep and 38cm wide,
and have an even wider footprint by
virtue of the builtin plinth. The latter
conceals bi-wire terminals, so hooking
themupis tricky, butitmakes foravery
clean, ahem, rear end.

The driver complement is made up
of Jordan metal cones, two 53mm
tweeters and two 125mm bass units,
which the designer, Patrick
Hanscombe, thinks very highly of. It
wouldseemthatwith theadventofCD,
Ted Jordan’s designs are finally begin-
ning to prove their mettle. A linear
phase loudspeaker is not a lot of use
without alinearphase source.

A lot of research and thought has
gone into the Sonolith2.2xi. The cabinet
is very heavy and inert at audio fre-
quencies, and walls are tapered to cre-
ate an irregularly-shaped internal
space which blunts standing waves.
Externally, it benefits from a complete
dearth of sharp edges to minimise dif-
fraction,and the high frequencycones
arebeddedin neoprene, whichreduces
HF reflections. The cones are covered
by perforated metal that offers mini-
mal sonic obstruction and maximum
protection, and the top plate even has
alipsoyour CDs don’t fall off.

Electrofluidics has produced a very

low resistance cable (Monolith 20/20,
£25/m)to maximise the potential of the
design. However, it takes more than
justtherightcable to get the bestoutof
the 2.2xi. You need at least 100 watts of
quality power, and preferably as much
as 250W according to the literature.
This is not a particularly efficient
design — it’s sensitivity is quoted at
86dB/W, and impedance is given as
fourOhmsnominalandjustoverthree
and a half Ohms minimum.

The pair of Michell Alectos I use push
out 200 plus watts into four ohms.
However, [ suspect another pair of
Alectos wouldn’t have gone amiss. It
would be interesting to know whether
theaddition of two more Alectos would
have produced the sort of dynamics
thatmoreefficient speakers reveal.

I listened to the Sonoliths with the
aforementioned powerampsand their
partnering Argo/lso HR preamp. Vinyl
replay was courtesy of a Voyd/Wilson-
Benesch Act Onel[vdH Grasshopper
combo, and CDs with the aid of a Clock
2’d JVC transport and Trichord Pulsar
DAC. Cabling started off as the usual
Audio Note silver, but was replaced by
Monolith 20/20 and the new Kronos
Konnekt interconnect.

It’s hard to pinpoint the most strik-
ing thing about the sound produced by
the Sonoliths: is it the solidity and
dynamics of the bass, the three dimen-
sionalityand precisionofthe image, or
the plain lack of distortion? Probably
the latter, because it’s such a rarity to

Metal magic
from the
Sonolith 2.2xi.
Was Jason
impressed? Is
the Pope a
Catholic?

find a loudspeaker that has so little
overt character.

With the majority of loudspeakers,
you can hear how the cabinet colours
the sound. Sometimes nicely, some-
times discreetly, but virtually all cabi-
netsadd coloration, andit’sonlywhen
youhearonethatdoesn’tthatyoufully
realiseitssignificance.Thisismostevi-
dentatlowfrequencies,wherewooden
boxes get difficult to control, muddy-
ing and diluting bass dynamics.

Onlybig, efficient loudspeakers give
you real bass dynamics, but a 50 litre
cabinet like the 2.2xis can take you half
way there, as the box doesn’t intrude.

Instead, you get genuine solidity,
realweightand power at low frequen-
cies, with the sort of control most
speakersonlymanageinthe upperreg-
isters. This confers bass lines with
power,sofas thatshake and a founda-
tion on which to build precise three
dimensional imagery.

I've enjoyed music all my life, but
rarelyhavelhearditreproduced sotan-
gibly as with these speakers. Other
speakers have approached this perfor-
mance from the midrange up but the
Sonoliths added the real third dimen-
sion: stereo bass. This fills the room
with ambience and places the instru-
ments precisely in the soundstage.

Inevitably, all this resolution has a
dramaticeffecton software.Suddenly,
badlywornrecordsbecomehard work,
and the quality of recording, master-
ing and pressing all reveal themselves.
Usually for the better I'm glad to say,
but the compression and bandwidth
limitingon arecordingcan becomeall
too obvious.

The only area where the Sonoliths
were found lacking was in dynamics;
stop-start explosiveness was not to be
found. What you get instead is high
SPLs without accompanying distor-
tion.You don’t get theloudness effect
popular in some circles, but you will
find thatyou canhear more and playat
higher levels without discomfort.

TheElectrofluidics Sonolith 2.2xiis an
exemplary loudspeaker. It has a wide
and controlled bandwidth, extraordi-
nary imaging abilities and is probably
thecleanest-soundingloudspeakerI’'ve
lived with. But it doesn’t suffer less
than firstclassancillaries; high resolu-
tion has its price. If you've got what it
needs, you’d be crazy not to hear this
excellent design.

Electrofluidics, 27 Fournier Street,
London, E1 6QE. & 0171-247 0813
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conrad-johnson PV10A

Eric Braithwaite falls for the silken
charms of a classic Yank rreamp

with a lower-case name.

T he fact that conrad-johnson’s
PV10A pre-amplifier has tubes
behind the old-gold fascia is
almost irrelevant. It’s a bonus that
gives a frisson to this otherwise simple
affair, with nothing more striking than
atape monitorbutton and three milled
knobs for volume, balance and select-
ing thefivesources.Thereis nothing to
show this is one of the unsung heroes
of hi-fi. Perhaps cj should engrave the
milled knobs with the hi-fi equivalent
of nemomeimpunelacessit— “no-onecan
slag me off with impunity”.

If a frisson is lacking anywhere, then
it’s only for fans of over-produced and

Plug in and play
— the c-j build
quality is even
apparent from
the rear panel.

over-blown rock music. This is too
revealing and lucid a pre-amplifier to
shove a compressed mid-range up
front, or turn bass boom into some-
thing like the real thing without the
aid of Cerwin-Vegas or a nasty bout of
EQ fiddling. Bass EQ’ing does not suit
the PV10A at all, the wet-plaster soggi-
ness becoming all too evident.

What sets the hairs in the ears
tingling are sheer, quick-step rock
rhythms and the PVI10A’s pinpoint
prismatic presentation. Whether it is
the two separate and distinct voices of
The Proclaimers, or a panoply of syn-
thesised strings,drum machinesanda
shop-full of guitars, arock mix pops out
ofthespeakers with such panache that
listeners often hankerafter the mixing
desk to the tone down the worst excess-
es of studio signal processing.

The PV10A has the ability to stop,
startand turnaround on adime instan-
taneously. It reproduces the fullest

swell of the dynamic range of either a
single instrument or a full orchestra.
Brass entries in Ravel’s Mére L'Oye were
near-perfect, with trumpets, trom-
bones, even tuba blazoning forth,
distinct and separate.

Even in complexscores, where a bas-
soon or contra-bassoon line normally
disappears into the general mélée of
orchestral colour, the tonality and
dynamics were exact. The speed of
response was startling in its immedia-
cy, not just in the all-important sud-
denness and impact required for any
orchestral recording, but in other seis-
miceventslike the thunderclapsinthe
McKerras/SNO Telarc recording of Die
Zauberflote. These signal the entryof the
Queen of the Night, and were as shock-
ing as the real thing.

While the concert-like burgeoning
of brass — or a flute, floating from the
backrowsof the orchestra—were effec-
tively visible, individual images were

.

o




rock-solid. The soloists in the Mozart
opera moved ultra-smoothly around
the sound-picture in distinguishably
measurable paces behind, left and
right of their microphones. This is the
sort of real hi-fi reproduction that pre-
sents a holographic three-dimension-
al whole. It is the perspective from the
producer’s chair in the studio, or the
plushest seats in the stalls, a few yards
behind the conductor’s podium, which
only the best-behaved guest ever has.

One of my better-behaved guests
noticed that the PV10A is a pure sprite.
His dawning realisation of conrad-
johnson’s musicianship was provoked
byIMusici’s recording of a Vivaldi con-
certo for two mandolins. Dynamically
thisis extremely tricky:each mandolin
is subtly different in tone.

Notonly that, but thisisone of those
rare recordings where a harpsichord
continuo tinkles along within the
band, un-emphasised by close-miking.
Through the PV10A, the continuo was
exactly what it should be: a link
between all other parts of the score. In
addition toits realistic balance within
the band, the ultra-finely honed reso-
lution makes it clear that harpsichord
strings are plucked with quills, not
struckwith hammers.In American ter-
minology, this is the ‘microdynamics’

of electronic reproduction and one of
Lew Johnson’s goals.

All this was very successfully
achieved, by-the-by, through the on-
board phono stage, though the judge-
ment holds equally well for the line
stages. Its rounder bass quality is mar-
ginally less effective than on CD, but
the sense of bass strings being bowed
or plucked suffers no diminution, no
more than amildly sweeterstring tone
isanyless effective. Such s the lucidity
and detail no-one would have any
qualms about spending £300 on this if
it were an outboard device. (With
phono stage, the PV10A costs £1,250;
line-level only, itisan absolute bargain
at £999.) Only a very slightly brighter,
sharper-edged woodwind tone
betrayed the switch to a Michell Iso.

The phono stage is pitched some-
where between moving-magnet and
moving-coil cartridge sensitivity. It’s
unsuited to low-output moving coil
cartridges, preferring the output of a
Koetsu or one of the latest Ortofon
Supreme MCs. For more marginal mov-
ing-coils like my Morch da Capo, hiss is
just on the better edge of intrusive,
though gainissufficient toavoid wind-
ing the volume control too far. The
review sample also suffered some
microphony, requiring the PV10A tobe

Quality drips
from those

milled front-
panel knobs.

High-end does
not come much
better than the
PV10A, a true
bargain.

Statements: preamplifier

isolated from other hunks of metal.
Those tubes, maybe, are not so irrel-
evantafterall. The configurationis not
unusual, with an ECC83 double triode
for each channel of the phono stage,
and ECC82s for the line stage. However,
the implementation is less regular,
with an ECC81 cathode follower result-
inginalocal-feedbackdesign, but effec-
tively zero global feedback. By its
results, which rebutall the ‘cosy, warm
and cuddly’ reviews associated with
many valve designs, the conrad-john-
son PV10A preamp must be near ideal.

Audiofreaks, 15 Link Way, Ham,
Richmond, Surrey. TW10 7QT
2 0181-9484153
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You could win Isoda cable.

Each month we’re giving away a
one metre pair of Precious Metal
Silver Signal 75 interconnects to
the writer of the most interesting
letter. Send your system queries to:
Hi-Fi Choice (Help!), Dennis
Publishing Ltd, 19 Bolsover Street,
LONDON W1P 7H]J.

Too cold to cook

@ My system sounds tonally
cold, especially with CD. 1

was thinking of upgrading my
Marantz CD-52IISEwith an
outboardD DAC, butIwonder
whether I should buy a new CD
playerinstead.I’m also thinking
of getting some DNM speaker
cable to go with my DNM
interconnects, though asl

need 8m runs perhaps thisisn’t
agood idea! The rest of my
system consists of a Linn LP-12
turntable, Pioneer A400
amplifier, and Tannoy 609
speakers. Would it be
worthwhile getting the
Marantz modified with
Trichord’s clock 2?

MrA Buist, Fife

@ CD tends to sound leaner and
tonally cooler than LP, and the

LP-12 is definitely on the richjwarm

Pioneer’s A-400X should prove
warmer-sounding than the A-400.

\) PIONEER

side. Since you complain of tonal
coldness on both LP and CD, it might
be wise to look at replacing either the
amp or speakers (perhaps both)
rather than trying to find a CD
player which can produce the sound
required. The CD-52IISE is not
especially ‘cold’ sounding, and going
for Trichord’s Clock 2 would not
alter its fundamental tonal
characteristics — though it would
improve clarity and definition. The
Pioneer A-400 can be a bit hard and
forward-sounding; investigate the A-
400X, and listen to the Aura VA-
100/2 Evolution which is warm
and refined. DNM solid core
interconnects and speaker cables are
excellent, but tend towards tonal
leanness —sample Chord’s superb
Flatline speaker cable. Arcam
Delta 2 speakers give a very rich
warm balance that may be just what
you're after.
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Pink Triangle’s DaCapo (shown
with the optional battery pack) —

why won’t it work with a
Micromega Duo 2?

Nothing but blame
Please come to my rescue!
I have a Micromega Duo 2
CD transport and Pink Triangle
DaCapo DAC, connected via RCA
phono coaxial cable and BNC
adaptor.I've had this
combination for about three
months now, and there’s been a
problem that causes the signal-
lock LED on the DAC to
extinguish with a temporary
loss of sound. This fault is very
intermittent; it may happen
again a few minutes later, or not
foran hour.Italso occurs even
when no discis playing. Having
contacted both manufacturers,
each seems to blame the other’s
product —what canIdo?
Mr R Ayling, London.

Your problem might be
caused by a faulty cable or
connection between DAC and
transport; it certainly sounds as if
electrical contact between the two is
being interrupted. Try another
phono-to-phono cable (for test
purposes almost anything will do)
and, if possible, have your
BNC/Phono adaptor checked for
intermittent contact. The other
possibility is a ‘dry’ solder joint at
the point where the connecting socket
contacts the main circuit board. It’s
hard to say whether transport or
DAC s at fault, so try to borrow a CD
player with coaxial digital output

for a few days and see what

@ I have a Marantz CD-72
CD player, NAD 3100

@ Sometimes, when you clean-up
the treble and make it sound

firsttime, that only a few

happens. If the fault persists it’s
the DAC or cable, if it goes away
it’s the transport.

Solid to the core

amplifier, and Mission 751
speakers on sand-filled stands
connected using Linn K400
speaker cable. I've had my CD
player Trichord modified with
Clock 2 after reading your
enthusiastic recommendations,
and noticed a big improvement
in bass and midrange clarity.
But the treble seems tolack the
attackit had before. I know that
Mission recommends solid core
speaker cables, but I'm happier
with multi-strand. 'm willing to
spend up to £150 on speaker
cables, but will a solid core give
me whatIwant?

MrG Farrell, Dublin.

more precisely focused, it can be
disappointing. Instead of a welter of
sounds, you can hear, perhaps for the

instruments are playing at a given
time — whereas before it sounded
like twenty of thirty. Solid core cables
tend to sound more focused than
stranded types, but less lively.
Chord’s Flatline is a very good




speaker cable that offers the clarity
and precision of a good solid-core
with the weight and liveliness of
stranded types. If it doesn’t sound
impressive enough, investigate the
Audioquest range — F-14 would be
a good starting point.

Take it to the bridge

@ Aboutayearagol

‘ updated my system to a
Rotel 965BX CD player, Musical
Fidelity Rainbow preamp and
Typhoon power amp, plus a pair
of Infinity Reference 20 speakers.
The system is just what I
wanted, butI’'m finding the
Reference 20 very coloured.Iwant
to add a second Typhoon (to be
used in bridged mode) soon,
and wonder what speakers I
should consider given a budget
of about £6007?

Mr D Kitching, Ross-shire

Bridging your power amps

should give a worthwhile
improvement in detail, clarity and
presence —as well as more power.
The Castle Chester would be an
obvious starting point, alongside
the Epos ES-14 and Heybrook
Quartet. However, it might be
worth sticking with a single
Typhoon and spending more on
speakers. If you decide to do this,
try listening to Mission 753s and
Impulse H-7s.

Mr Tumpa should find that
the Trichord Clock 2 mod gives
acleaner and firmer sound

Taking a stand

Why the infrequency
@ ofqueriesregarding
equipment-supportstands? In
issue 110 Andy Benham
described the Townshend
Seismic Sink as ‘a resounding
success’, although in the
supplement with issue 123 the
drawbacks are given as ‘effects
unpredictable with better
players’. The Mana table has
been much praised, especially
with Linn/Naim set-ups. As |
have a Linn Axis turntable and
Index 2 speakers, plus Naim
72/140 amp and CDI CD player,
doyou think I'd be better off
buying a Mana table or adding
some Seismic Sinks?
Mr R Helps, Somerset

Tables and support platforms
‘ are always unpredictable;
sometimes very dramatic differences
can be heard, yet in other
circumstances improvements are
marginal. The Mana table is very
different in concept to the Seismic
Sink; the former gives exceptionally
rigid coupling to the floor, the latter
provides some decoupling.

Rigid coupling via spikes and
the use of hard materials (steel
frames, glass shelves) tends to give
a sharper and more forward
sound, with increased dynamic
impact and tight firm bass.

The Castle Chester should
prove a good match for the
MF Rainbow and Typhoon

Decoupling platforms (especially
when used unspiked like the
Townshend Seismic Sink) will
usually sound tonally smooth but
clearer, with increased clarity and
ease especially during loud complex
passages. Which works best is down
to personal taste, the equipment
being used, and external factors
like floor hardness.

Clock it up

@ My system consists of a
Pioneer A-400 amp, Denon

TU-260 tuner, Akai

GX-75/2 cassette deck, Arcam

Alpha CD player, and Canadian

Mirage 750 loudspeakers with

Cable Talk 3 cables.I'm satisfied

with the sound, but would like

to improve my CD player.

Having read about the Trichord

Clock 2 mod inissue 135

and Audio Alchemy’s Dac-in-the-

box,Iwant to go for one or the

other. Which would be better

in mysystem?

Mr M Tumpa, Zagreb.

@ Since the Clock 2 is such a
fundamental change, it’s
likely that this upgrade would make
more difference than adding a
Dac-in-the-box. Your Arcam
should sound cleaner and firmer,
with improved dynamics and
coherence. You'll also get better
results from an outboard if you
decide to buy one in the future.

V for vinyl
‘ Thanks forissue 136;it’s
nice to know there are
still some vinyljunkies out
there! Reading the above issue
was enlightening, butalso
distressing —if I were to indulge
myselfto such levels my bank
manager would have a

coronary.I’'mlooking tobuy a
turntable, amplifier, and

speakers for around £1,000
(flexible, but not too flexible...)
MrS Newman, Gwent

@ The Rega Planar 3 offers

good value and excellent
performance, and is still hard to
beat at the price. Cartridge choice is
wide, but Roksan’s Corus Black
sounds clean and tracks well. Not all
amplifiers offer a phono stage these
days, but NAD’s 306 does and
special attention has been paid to
low noise and good sound quality.
This amp can also accept low-output
moving coil pickups should you
wish to upgrade at some future
date. If you chose these items, you'd
have a little under £200 left for the
speakers. Listen to Celestion 3/11s,
Infinity Reference 10s, JPW P1
Vinyl, Mordaunt-Short MS-20s,
and Mission 760SEs.

Steaming ahead
@ My system consists of a
Kenwood KA-1030 amp,
Philips bitstream CD player,
and Wharfedale CRS-3 speakers.
Ineed toupgrade my amp and
have abudget of £300
maximum. ’'m happy with my
speakers, but want a betteramp
toreduce the edgy treble on
CD without running out of
steam at high levels.Thad
thought of Pioneer’s A-400 but
would consider anything you
might suggest.
Mr C Maguire, Dublin

@ The A-400 will give you a
more assertive sound than

the Kenwood and probably help
clean up the treble too. But listen
also to the A400X, which is less
forward and exciting but smoother
and more refined. Arcam’s Alpha 6
is nice and lively, offering remote
volume control and tone controls,
and NAD’s 304 is excellent value.

Hi-Fi Choice February 1995 25§



Jogrageanie

never
Jpstageable

The Micromega Stage is the first truly
upgradeable CD Player. A top quality unit
with interchangeable circuit boards that provide

three increasing levels of sound performance.

Just select the entry level Stage that suits your
current budgetary and Hi-Fi needs - Stage 1,2
or 3. Then, when you're ready to move up to a
higher level of performance, simply take your
Stage to your local dealer and they will upgrade
it to the next level. All it will cost is the difference

in retail price between the two stages.

New upgrades will regularly be introduced to

keep your Stage at the leading edge of Audio
nology, so you can be confident that it will
be Upstaged.

To hear why Stage is both the CD Player you need
today and the CD Player you’ll want tomorrow.

O MiCrormekd
ciron081-502 1416



Audiolab 8000C/P combination —
a refined and articulate partner
for the Spendor SP-100.

Ten years after
@ My Musical Fidelity A-100
is now nearly ten years old
and cost £400 when I boughtit.
Iwant to upgradeitwith anew
amp that offers comparable
sound but a faster more
powerful bass. I've heard the
Technics SU-A900/2, which
sounds similar to me but with
improved bass. However, my
wifeis suspicious of the
Technics on price, reasoning
that because we paid £400
originally we should be looking
at £600 to £800 for something
truly better. What do you think?
Mr D Reynolds, Glasgow

@ The Technics SU-A900)2 is
a very good amplifier, and

remarkable value when you
consider it offers comprehensive
facilities and full remote-control.
You should find it tighter and
leaner than your old A-100, perhaps
less sweet, but definitely sharper
and more focused with stronger
more powerful bass. Its low cost
reflects the way in which hi-fi has
dropped in price over the past
decade or so, as companies fight to
maintain their share of a dwindling
market. If you can spend more,
check the Magnum Class A, and
Musical Fidelity’s Preamp/
Typhoon pre/power combination.

(VNS

S\CAL FIDEUTY

Getting lively

After reading the October
issue of Choice, I replaced

my ageing Trio cassette deck

with a Aiwa AD-F450 and am

very pleased with the

improvement.] have a system

based around a Trio (Kenwood)
KR-2010Lreceiver and JVC SK-33

speakers, and Inotice thatother

systems seem to sound sharper
and livelier, with deeper,
punchier bass. I tried some
AR-8speakers, but these didn’t
improve matters, and my
receiver was unable to drive a
set of JPW AP2s. How can I
liven up my sound?

CJ Hubbard, Devon

Anew pairof speakers (and
perhaps a better receiver)
should give you what you want,
though it should be said that some
rooms create a smooth, mellow
sound almost irrespective of the
equipment used. NAD’s 705 receiver
would be a good choice, having
sufficient power for most speakers.

ER
TYPHOON POWER AMPLIFI

Listen to speakers like the Allison
AL100, Legend 2, and Rega Kyte,
all of which should sound livelier
and more detailed than your JVCs.

Up on stage

My system consists of
@ an Arcam Alpha 5 CD
player, Musical Fidelity A-100
amplifier, and Spendor SP-100
speakers with Audioquest
Diamond interconnects and
Linn K600 speaker cable.
want to upgrade, and have
about £3,000 to spend.lintend
to keep the speakers, but
would like to replace the
amplifier and CD player. A
smooth and spacious 3D
soundstage is my aim.
Mr CSchuller, Luxembourg

@ Audiolab’s 8000C/8000P
pre/power combination

would be a smooth, refined yet

articulate partner for the Spendors,

and you could match it with the
same company’s 8000CDM
[8000DACCD transportand

DAC — though the latter is perhaps
a shade unexciting for some tastes.
Arcam’s Delta 250/BB50 is a good
and less-expensive alternative.

New CD player needed
I have a Marantz CD-52/
[ISECD player, CAL
Sigma/2 DAC, Exposure XX
amplifier, and Ruark Templar
speakers with Audioquest
cables. Having justsold the
Marantz, I'm looking for an
integrated CD playerwith a
better transport and superior
digital output. My budget will
only stretch to about £450;
what do you suggest?
Name and address supplied

Arcam’s Alpha 5 plus,

recently upgraded by
improving the accuracy of the
digital sampling by reducing jitter,
is well worth considering. The
Philips CDM-9 transport used in the
Alpha 5 plus is the same as Arcam
use in their more expensive Delta
series machines, incidentally.

1 Fideli Preamp-ar Mhoon
- mt},thme replacements
T fora) ing@zoo‘
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...and performance
from our Cordless

At last,Cordless
Headphones with the
performance and clarity
that you will feel at
home with.

Stroll around, or pour
yourself a drink,our latest
range of infra-red high
modulation frequency
headphones, keeps you in
perfect tune.When you have
finished clip them into the
transmitter for recharging, it
couldn't be easier! To try
the Vivanco cordless range,
fly into your local dealer
with our coupon!

For your local dealer
Telephone O442 231616

k
ORANGES & LEMONS

THE INNOVATIVE
AUDIO/VISUAL RETAILER

SERVING LONDON FROM BATTERSEA

071-924 2040/3665

61/63 WEBBS ROAD, SWI1l1

[nfidelity

* indecently good hi-A

Buying hi-fi should be fun, we guarantee to make it so. Listen to a well chosen
selection of quality hi-fi equipment in our comfortable and relaxed listening
room. Bring along your own records or CDs, we'll provide the coffee, and hear
the difference we can make to your enjoyment of music.

ARCAM, EPOS, LINN, MICROMEGA, NAIM, NAKAMICHI,
NEAT, REGA, ROKSAN, ROTEL, ROYD, SHAHINIAN and TEAC

9 High Street, Hampton Wick, Kingston upon Thames, Surrey KT1 4DA
Telephone: 081-943 3530. Open: Tues - Fri 10.30am - 7pm, Saturday 10am - 6pm.




WRITE ON!

A Snide aside

Allow me to complement Paul
Messenger on his considered,
unemotional and even
restrained response to the
unnecessary and indeed snide
criticism levelled by What Hi-Fi?
(issue 135).

I have subscribed to Hi-Fi
Choice and What Hi-Fi? for the
past four years, and enjoy them
both immensely. However, |
have been disappointed in
recent months by the
undisguised discourtesy shown
by the latter towards Choice —it’s
SO unnecessary.

Each magazine caters for
specific needs within the hi-fi
market, and each plays a very
important réle. There is no room
for unbecoming tabloid-esque
innuendo. Thank you fora
thoroughly reasoned and
helpful riposte. Let’s hope that
What Hi-Fi? extends you the
courtesy of'a responsible and
mature reply.

JACreeke
Pietermaritzburg, South Africa.

Praise indeed!

I'would like to express my
thanks to thehappyband of
members who form the Westof
Scotland Hi-FiClub, for their
time and patience. The club
approached us recently to book
anight to come into the store to
use our demo room. Once we
agreed upon a mutually
acceptable date and time, all
that remained was for them to
comein and listen.

With demonstration facilities
being relatively new to our
stores, this was very much a
pilot scheme for us. On the
night, we had two different
systems set up, representing
two different categories — the
‘budget’ and the ‘reference’ —
and both systems proved
successful.

The club members provided
us with some interesting
thoughts and opinions and I

hope they enjoyed their visit.

At the same time I would like
to extend arepeat invitation to
the West of Scotland Hi-Fi Club
(or any similar clubs that may be
lurking unknown out there)
sometime in the near future.
Stephen Scatt, on behalfof all the
staff at Richer Sounds Glasgow

Catch 63

I'was intrigued to read the blurb
(HFC135) trumpeting the
qualifications of the EISA Panel
to make awards for European Hi-
Fi Products of the year.I moved
quickly to read the eulogy given
the European CD Player of the
Year — the Marantz CD63.

Your April sessions test does
say “...it ‘boogies’”, but also
summed up: “Not as listenable
as somerivals”. Jason Kennedy
only bestowed 3/5 for sound
quality and 3/5 value.

Returning to the awards, the
same CD player boasts “...Superb
specifications aside, it’s great
sound quality and excellent
value for money which make the
Marantz CD63 an obvious award-
winner.” Since there are no
second places awarded, and no
(published) debate, was the
award as obvious as you say, or
does itsay a lot more about the
competition than the CD-63?

What happened to the CD63
between April and October to
prompt its elevation to the
peerage? As a candidate for an
integrated CD player upgrade
myself, I would be most
interested to read your
comments on this matter.

Chris Vian, Wedmare, Somerset.

It’s true | wasn’t overawed by the CD-
63, butasin all Sessions pieces
expressed a personal opinion, shared
by neither the EISA awards panel

nor Paul Miller’s blind-listening
panel, which Recommended the CD-
63 in HFC 137. In retrospect my
comments may have been too harsh
— compared to its peers, the 63 isa
good machine for the price. Dep Ed

CD player, so I bought your
November issue, which
reviews eight of them. Off I went

to my local hi-fi dealer, armed
with my own CD player (an
eight-year-old Toshiba portable)
and two CDs: Prokofiev’s
Alexander Nevsky and chamber
music by Buxtehude and
Pachelbel. I listened to four of
the players reviewed — Arcam
Alpha One, Denon DCD-825,
Marantz CD63 and Rotel RCD-
940BX, plus the Rotel RCD-965BX.
I mustsayI think your
listening panel must be deafas
well as blind. Do they ever look
up from their oscilloscopes and
listen to the music?I found the
Marantz bright and untidy; the
Denon, though basically OK, was
too laid back; but the Rotel and
the Arcam —both of which you
panned —were totally involving.
Indeed, Buxtehude’s G major
Sonata, as heard through the
Arcam, brought tears to my eyes.
Idon’tcare ifharmonics zig-
zag across your graphs, because

I thought of upgrading my

Each month, we’re giving away a
trend-setting Hi-Fi Choice
sweatshirt to the writer of the
most interesting letter we receive.
Direct your letters to: The Editor,
Hi-Fi Choice, 19 Bolsover Street,
London W1P 7H], send a fax on 0171-
323 3547 or e-mail to ‘Hi-Fi Choice’ at
100433.1130@compuserve.com

In which readers opine about grommets and other noteworthy topics
Letter of the month

A CD player conundrum

I’'m a musician notan
electronics buff. Theshopdidn’t
have the Sony CDP-715E that you
raved about, but on this form
I'm not sure I'll even bother to
listen to it!

Colette Tanns

Leamington Spa

As a regular member of Paul Miller’s
listening panel, I confess that don’t
know one end of an oscilloscope from
the other! The blind panel doesn’t
even know what machines they're
listening to, let alone specifications
or measurements, until the end of the
test. We even match listening levels
precisely, to eliminate any prejudice.
However, in order to standardise
our findings, we conduct all reviews
in the context of a reference system,
which might produce very different
results from a system better suited to
the characteristics of the Arcam and
Rotel. This simply setves to underline
the importance of demonstrations.
In absolute terms, the Sony CDP-
715E stands above the others, but it
won't necessarily be the best bet in
yoursystem. Reviews Ed

Sony CDP-715E: a Solid Gold Best Buy, but ensure it suits your system...
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. FOR HIGH QUALITY SOUND
whole range of variables. It's not only a
function of good equipment. You need YO U N E E D To M A K E

sound advice from an expert.

wwsesnemeisasase | HE RIGHT CONNECTIONS

leading brands, plug into a super deal

and get more for your money with us.

BASINGSTOKE 4 Feathers Lane. Tel (01256) 24311
CHELTENHAM 40/42 Albion St. Tel (01242) 583960
ENFIELD 159A Chase Side. Tel 0181-367 3132
HAMPSTEAD 190 West End Lane. Tel 0171-794 7848
ILFORD 442-444 (ranbrook Rd, Gants Hill. 0181-518 0915
OXFORD 19 0ld High St Headington. Tel (01865) 65961

SWINDON 60 Fleet St. Tel (01793) 538222

audio e><cellence S ="
BRISTOL. 65 Park St Tel (01179) 264975 ' 0“?0“
CARDIFF 134/6 Crwys Rd. Tel (01222) 228565 ' \‘50 &
GLOUCESTER 58 Bristol Rd. Tel (01452) 300046 ' ‘\‘3 e
SWANSEA 9 High St. Tel (01792) 474608 ' &Q* '

BATH 12 St James St.West. Tel (01225) 446245
BRISTOL 10/12 Gloucester Rd. Tel (01179) 441010
EXETER 28 Cowick St St. Thomas. Tel (01392) 218895
OXFORD 6 South Parade, Summertown. Tel (01865) 511241
PLYMOUTH 107 Cornwall St. Tel (01752) 226011
TORQUAY 6 Fore St, St.Marychurch. Tel (01803) 326723

WINDSOR 43 King Edward Ct.Tel (01753) 856931 ‘

’_----..

|FREE CABLE 1,

T

 J
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of our stores to claim this special offer.

Claim 10% of the value of any purchase of l

Hi Fi and Home Cinema products in free ~
cables or other accessories. Offer ends l

31st March 1995.

l This offer cannot be used in conjunction with any I . - - ’
Il

other offer or promotion.



21st Century Fox

Imagine being able to preview a hi-fi system, exactly as it would
sound inyour room, using just a black box with some bits

sticking out. Barry thinks Bose may have the answer...

for the sound system installed at

White Hart Lane next time you're
there. No, don’t worry, it wasn’t
installed by Amstrad. It uses Bose
speakers and was designed by a new
computer-modelling system from the
same American company.

Ifyou strip out the marketing hype,
theAuditioner packagecombines Bose’s
existing Modeler computer software
with hundred-year-old binaural
(dummy-head) technology.Itlets a PA-
system designer hear how loudspeak-
ers will sound in a room or hall before
they’reinstalled, or even before thesite
is built. The software runs on an Apple
Mac and works only for Bose speakers.
It’s not for sale, being offered instead
asa‘free’ consultancywithin aninstal-
lation service. There will be 36 trained
operators round the world.

Thissuggests that thereisnowamar-
keting opportunity for third-party
computersoftware, running on Macor
PCwith stereo headphones, which lets
hi-fi dealers or installers give cus-
tomers an idea of how different speak-
ers will sound in their own homes. It
wouldalsolet architects design sound
reinforcementsystems withoutneces-
sarily using Bose speakers.

An architect uses Auditioner to build
a ‘virtual room’ by entering its bare
dimensions, then adding detailsof the

I fyou're a football fan, spare an ear

wall, floor and ceiling material, along
with the seating and furnishings. The
computer screen displays a three-
dimensional picture of the room,
rather like a video game image.
Auditioner then uses a mix of acoustic
theory, past measurements and accu-
mulated experience of speech intelli-
gibility tomodel the sound field which
will be produced by loudspeakers at
architect-specified points in the room.

This effect is then demonstrated by
feeding speech or music from a CD
through adigital signal processor (DSP)
card in the PC. The DSP acts as a filter
and delay line which creates the
acousticeffectdefined by the software.

The processedsignalis fed to a pair of
small speakers, fixed either side of a
chinrestthatguides thelistener’shead
into a carefully-defined position. The
audio effect is like listening to binaur-
al, dummy-head stereo on head-
phones. As the notional position of the
loudspeakers in the virtual room is
changed, so the binaural system
changes themusicorspeech tomatch.

Without doubt, Auditioner drastical-
ly alters the binaural sound field,
depending on the room size that has
been modelled into the Mac, and the
position of the imaginary speakers.
However, the accuracy of Auditioner’s
mul’ti-speaker-sound-ﬁeld predictions
will onlybecome evidentwhen the sys-

No, not the
latest in
designer home
tanning
equipment —
just Bose’s new
‘virtual sound’
Auditioner
system...

tem has been used, halls have been
builtand owners have received either
pleasant or unpleasant surprises.

The White Hart Lane system was
installed while Auditioner was still
being developed and tested for a year.
So it’s not really a true pointer to how
the system will work in a situation
where the architect has designed a
sound-reinforcement system from
ground zero,relyingon the computer.

Bose sound reinforcement systems
are, in general, streets ahead of the
antique rubbish they replace. So how
much anyimprovementistheresultof
spending serious money on a new sys-
tem with heavy power-handling capac-
ity, and how much is thanks to
Auditioner, will take time to establish.

It must also be said that Bose people
are past masters at the art of demon-
stration, much like Ivor Tiefenbrun of
Linn and Julian Vereker of Naim in
their early barnstorming days. At a
recent demonstration of Bose’s Wave
radio, members of the press were
encouragedtonote how “theorchestra
sounds right here in the room” and
how “you can pick out every instru-
ment of the orchestra”. The unit packs
a lot of punch for a very small box, but
has an FM aerial socket of the wrong
gender for the UKand, mostimportant
of all, omits Long Wave — despite the
pleadingsof the UK press while visiting
the company’s US HQ a year or so ago.
Do similar anomalies lurk inside the
Auditioner software?

Paul Messenger (who, in turn,
devotes his column on page 160 to a
deeperinvestigation of the Waveradio)
has devised a glorious acid test. He has
asked Bose to use Auditioner to build a
computer model of his own listening
room, put a stereo pair of imaginary
loudspeakers in the virtual room and
predict the overall sound. Then Bose
would puttworealloudspeakersin the
real room, play the same music and
speech, and see how they sound in real
life. To avoid any prejudice a panel of
listeners would compare the virtual
and real sounds. Will Bose rise to this
very reasonable challenge?
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or over a century, the Black-Forest-based THE QUESTIO

Thorens company has made nothing but fine

turntables. Now they’re turning their skills to
electronics, combined in our first prize with traditional
vinyl wares. The lucky winner will take home a system a) Less than three
worth almost £2000, fronted by a Thorens TD-2001 b) Four to six a) Baked Alaska
turntable, complete with TP50 tonearm, valued at : feelcnimn #
£550. This suspended-chassis audiophile model fea- Z)) ?{;e:rt;grl:e ?)) g/:;scsklssolf:;tl\gl:ti::ue
tures detachable headshell and a 24-pole motor.

This is joined by the £500 TTP 2000 preamplifier d) Strawberry Cheesecake
and TTA 2000 power amplifier, worth £550, both from
the new Thorens Consequence range (as reviewed in
Sessions, p.10). This elegant and superbly-built ampli-
fier combo has features previously unseen at this price a) 35 Watts
level, including mains phase indicators and a key-oper- .
ated power amplifier. Vroom! b) 75 Joules a) Obsession

An extremely minimalist design, the preamp fea- c) 11 Watts b) Consequence
tures only a volume control and five-input source d) 99 milliHenrys ) Eternity
selector, while the power amp runs 11 Watts of its 35 d) Samsara
Watt output in Class A. Due soon are a similarly-styled
CD transport, D/A converter and RDS tuner. A pair of

| fjso Boston Acoustics VR2o speakers complete the package.
| Second prize is a Thorens TD-166 VI/UK turntable, fitted with an
audio-technica AT95E cartridge. This £270 deck once again features a
three-point suspension system and ‘audiophile’ felt mat, plus
the Rega RB 250 arm in place of the Thorens model.

Third and fourth prizes are £200 Thorens TD-280
IV/UK turntables, fitted with a Thorens TP35 arm
and AT9sE cartridge.

Fifth and sixth-prize winners, meanwhile, will
each receive the Thorens TD-180 turntable,
fitted with a TP20 tonearm and Stanton 500
cartridge. This superb starter deck features
electronic belt-drive and auto return — it’ll
even play 78rpm discs! Like the TD-28o, it
works almost straight out of the box.

To enter the competition, simply answer the
four questions on the back of a postcard or
sealed-down envelope, and send with your
name, address and telephone number to:
Thorens/Boston Competition (HFC502A), Hi-Fi
Choice, Tower Publishing Services Ltd, Tower
House, Sovereign Park, Market Harborough,
Leics LE87 4AU. Entries must be received no
later than first post on Monday 27 March, 1995.

The Editor’s decision is final, and no correspon-
dence will be entered into. All winners will be
notified by post. The competition is not open to
employees of Dennis Publishing Ltd, Portfolio
Marketing, their suppliers, agents or associ-
ates. We regret that the competition is open to
UK residents only. No cash alternative will be
offered. Submission of entry will be taken as
acceptance of the rules. Proof of posting can-
not be accepted as proof of receipt. Please
notify us if you do not wish to be informed of
any special offers or promotions.
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THE ULTIMATE IN
SOUND ADVICE

Address ...

BUYING
REAL HI-FI...?

Hi FI

Hear the difference.

WHERE DO YOU START? Pick up a couple of your favourite CDs

N. ENGLAND

Alderley Edge (Cheshire)

Aston Audio Ltd - 4 West Street -
0625 582704

Blackpool

Norman Audio - 216 Church Street -
0253 295661

Congleton (Cheshire)

Congleton Hi-Fi - 1A Duke Street -
0260 297544

Crewe (Cheshire)

Norman Audio - 106 Victoria Street
- 0270 211091

Darlington

Hi-Fi Experience - 17 Coniscliffe
Road - 0325 481418

Gateshead

Lintone Audio - 7-11 Park Lane -
091 477 4167

Lintone Audio - 8 The Arcade -
Metrocentre - 091 460 0999
Harrogate

Harrogate Hi-Fi - 15 Commercial
Street - 0423 504274

Hull

A. Fanthorpe Ltd - Hepworth Arcade
- 0482 223096

Leeds
Image Hi-Fi -
0532 789374
Liverpool
Better Hi-Fi - 16 Cook Street -
051 227 5007

8 St Anne’s Road -

If you would like to receive the BADA fact sheet on choosing
hi-fi and further information on BADA, please complete this
coupon and send to:
British Audio Dealers Association, P.O. Box 229, London N1 7UU

INAIMIE: . e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e et s e e e e e e e e e e e eaeeeeeeaereaaeaaaas

Middlesborough (Cleveland)
Gilson Audio - 172 Borough Road -
0642 248793

Newcastle

Lintone Audio - 21/23 Monument
Mall - 091 232 3994

Oldham

Audio Counsel - 12 Shaw Road -
061 633 2602

Otley (W. Yorks)

Doug Brady Hi-Fi, 19 Crossgate -
0943 467689

Preston

Norman Audio - 131 Friargate -
0772 53057

Rotherham

Moorgate Acoustics - 8 Westgate
Chambers - 0709 370666
Scarborou
Scarboroug
0723 374547
Sheffield
Moorgate Acoustics -184 Fitzwilliam
Street - 0742 756048

Wakefield

Image Hi-Fi - 17 The Springs -
0924 200272

Warrington

Chris Brooks Audio - 29 Gaskell
Street, Stockton Heath -

0925 261212

Doug Brady Hi-Fi - Kingsway
Studios, Kingsway North -

0925 828009

HI Fi - 14 Northway -

Whitley Bay

Lintone Audio - 242 Park View -
091 252 4665

Wilmslow

Swift Of Wilmslow - 4/8 St Anne’s
Parade, Parsonage Green -
0625 526213

York

Sound Organisation -

2b Gillygate - 0904 627108

N. IRELAND

Belfast
Zeus Audio - 2-4 Great Victoria
Street - 0232 332522

SCOTLAND

Aberdeen

Holburn Hi-Fi - 441/445 Holburn
Street - 0224 585713

Edinburgh

In Hi-Fi - 8/10 Bakers Place -
031 225 8854

Russ Andrews HiFi - 34 Northum-
berland Street - 031 557 1672

CENTRAL, MIDLANDS & EAST

Banbury

Overture - 3 Church Lane -

0295 27215

Blrmlngham

Griffin Audio - 94 Bristol Street -
021 692 1359

Bloxwich (Walsall)

Sound Academy - 152a High Street
- 0922 493499

Bracon Ash (Norwich)

Basically Sound - School Road -
0508 70829

Brentwood

Brentwood Hi Fidelity - 2 Ingrave
Road - 0277 221210

Burton on Trent

Grange Hi-Fi - 153 Branston Road -
0283 533655

Cambridge

Steve Boxshall Audio - 41 Victoria
Road - 0223 68305

University Audio - 1 Peas Hill -
0223 355237

Chelmsford

Rayleigh Hi-Fi - 216 Moulsham
Street - 0245 265245
Colchester

Pro Musica - 6 Vineyard Street -
0206 577519

Coventry

Frank Harvey - 163 Spon Street -
0203 525200

Edgbaston (Birmingham)
Music Matters - 363 Hagley Road -
021 429 2811
Ipswich

astern Audio - 41 Bramford Road -
0473217217
Kings Lynn
Martins Hi-Fi -
0553 761683
Leamington Spa
House of Music - 44 Park Street -
0926 881500
Leicester
Leicester Hi-Fi - 6 Silver Walk,
St.Martins Sq. - 0533 539753
Listen Inn - 6 Hotel Street -
0533 623754
Northampton
Listen Inn - 32 Gold Street -
0604 37871
Norwich
Martins Hi-Fi -
0603 627010
Nottingham
Nottingham Hi-Fi Centre - 120/122
Alfreton Road - 0602 786919
Rugb
Sounds Expensive - 12 Regent
Street - 0788 540772
Solihull
Music Matters - 93 Hobs Moat Road
- 021 742 0254
Stourbridge (West Midlands)
Music Matters - 156 Lower High
Street - 0384 444184
Sutton Coldfield
Amadeus - 10 Boldmere Road -
021 354 2311

SOUTH & SOUTH-EAST

Aldershot
Bryants Hi-Fi -
0252 20728
Ashford (Kent)
Soundcraft Hi-Fi -
0233 624441
Basingstoke
Audio 4 Feathers Lane -

0256 2431

Bishops S(ortford

The Audio File - 27A Hockerill Street
- 0279 506576

Brighton
Jeffries HiFi -
0273 609431
The Powerplant - 66 Upper North
Street - 0273 775978
Chichester
Chichester Hi-Fi -
0243 776402

5 High Street -
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81 High Street -

40 High Street -

69 London Road -

7 St Pancras -
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1 don’r know what rto buy?
I can’r tell the difference?

BAIDA members have separate

dem rooms and trained staff
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D’m disappointed with my
choice of equipment?

BADA members offer a 7-day

exchange on recommended

equipment

17 doesn’t sound as

good at home?

BAIDA members offer a full
installation service

- Something goes wrong?

BADA members provide
a comprehensive 2 year

guarantee on all hi-fi

. [ move home?

BADA'’s guarantee
is transferable.

Your nearest BAIDA member
will be happy to help

See BADA Charter for full details of our
commitment to customers

and records and talk to your nearest BADA dealer.

Croydon

Spaldings - 352/4 Lower
Addiscombe Road - 081 654 1231
Eastbourne

Jeffries HiFi - 4 Albert Parade,
Green Street - 0323 731336

East Grinstead

Audio Designs - 26 High Street -
0342 314569

Enfield
Audio T - 159 Chase Side -
081 367 3132

Folkestone

VJ Hi-Fi - 29 Guildhall Street -
0303 256860

Guildford

P J Hi-Fi - 3 Bridge Street -
0483 504801

Harpenden

Studio 82 - 82 High Street -
0582 764246

Harrow

Harrow Audio - 27 Springfield Road
- 081 863 0938

liford, Essex

Audio T - 442/444 Cranbrook Road,

Gants Hill - 081 518 0915
London N1

Grahams Hi-Fi - Canonbury Yard,
190A New North Road -

071 226 5500

London NW6

Audio T - 190 West End Lane -
071 794 7848

Studio 99 - 79/81 Fairfax Road -
071 624 8855

London SE13

Billy Vee - 248 Lee High Road -
081 318 5755

London SW5

Listening Rooms - 161 Old
Brompton Road - 071 244 7750
London W1

Hi-Fi Experience -

227 Tottenham Court Road -
071 580 3535

London W4

Uxbridge Audio - 109, Chiswick
High Road - 081-742 3444
London WC2

DIVA -18 Monmouth Street -
071 379 4010

Margate

VJ Hi-Fi - 119 High Street -
0843 226977

Oxford

Audio T - 19 OlId High Street,
Headington - 0865 65961

Oxford

Oxford Audio Consuitants - Cantay
House - Park End Street -

0865 790879

Portsmouth

Jeffries HiFi - 29 London Road -
0705 663604

Rayleigh

Rayleigh Hi-Fi - 44a High Street -
0268 779762

Reading

Reading Hi-Fi - 4 Queens Walk -
0734 585463

Southampton

Hampshire Audio - 8 & 12 Hursley
Road - Chandlers Ford -

0703 252827

Southend-on-Sea

Rayleigh Hi-Fi - 132/4 London Road
- 0702 435255

Tonbridge

Standens - 92A High Street -
0732 353540

Twickenham

Riverside Hi-Fi - 422 Richmond
Road - 081 892 7613

Uxbridge

Uxbridge Audio - 278 High Street -
0895 230404

Watford

Acoustic Arts - 101 St Albans Road
- 0923 245250

Winchester

Whitwams - 70 High Street - 0962
865253

Windsor

Radford Hi-Fi - 43 King Edward
Court - 0753 856931

Worthing

Phase 3 Hi-Fi - 215 Tarring Road -
0903 245577

WEST & SOUTH-WEST

Bath

Radford Hi-Fi - 12 James Street
West - 0225 446245
Bournemouth

Suttons Hi-Fi - 18A Westover Road
- 0202 555512

Movement Audio - 926 Wimborne
Road - 0202 529988

Bristol

Audio Excellence - 65 Park Street -
0272 264975

Radford Hi-Fi - 52-54 Gloucester
Road - 0272 428247
Cheltenham

Audio T - 42 Albion Street -
0242 583960

Exeter

Radford Hi-Fi - 28 Cowick Street,
St. Thomas - 0392 218895
Gloucester

Audio Excellence - 58 Bristol Road -
0452 300046

Hereford

English Audio - 37 Whitecross Road
- 0432 355081

Poole

Movement Audio - 588 Ashley Road
- 0202 730865

Plymouth

Radford Hi-Fi - 107 Cornwall Street
- 0752 226011

Salisbury

Salisbury Hi-Fi - 15 Catherine St.-
0722 322169

Swindon

Audio T - 60 Fleet Street -
0793 538222

Torquay

Radford Hi-Fi - 6 Fore Street -
0803 326723

Weymouth

Weymouth Hi-Fi - 33-35
Maiden Street - 0305 785729

WALES

Cardiff

Audio Excellence -
134 Crwys Road -
0222 228565
Swansea

Audio Excellence -
9 High Street -
0792 474608
Wrexham

Acton Gate Audio -
4 Ruabon Road -
0978 364500

BRITISH AUDIO DEALERS ASSOCIATION

THE ULTIMATE IN
SOUND ADVICE

BADA HAVE
THE ANSWERS

British Audio Dealers Association,
P.O. Box 229, London N1 7UU
Tel: 0171-226 4044




No use showing you our
amplifiers — as you can’t
listen to this advertisement.

Visit your Electrocompaniet dealer today
and experience the real thing.

ELECTROCOMPANIET

If music really matters...

Makers of fine audio instruments

Worldwide Electrocompaniet Distributors
Austria (02) 227992158 - Australia (03) 8820372 - Bangkok 22241669 - Belgium (011) 229659 - Canada (416) 4957485
Costa Rica (506) 2260282 - Croatia (05) 8589742 - Finland (914) 45751 - France (01) 48918907 - Germany (071) 214779 - Greece (01) 9597560
Hong Kong 3140811 - Italy (02) 2367595 - Japan 33487344 - Mexico 9054001962 - Norway 22112218
Portugal 19831112 - Russia (095) 2362377 - Spain (06) 3510798 - Singapore 3391991 - Sweden (031) 133535 - Switzerland (091) 431734
Taiwan 5512525 - Turkey 2125192280 -U.S.A. (516) 2617700 - UK. (01243) 533030

Electrocompaniet A/S - P. O. Box 92 - N - 1473 Skérer - Norway - Fax: +47 67909787



Choose a CD worth up to £13.99
when you subscribe
to Hi-Fi Choice

'ER
THEBEST

MR
§ s

COUNT BASIE

Z00T SIMS

COLEMAN

Quite frankly, you’d be mad to miss this

offer. A subscription to Hi-Fi Choice saves s o

trekking to the newsagent every month — e and you can save
and, more importantly, saves you money at the \ = 35% on the cover
same time. Better still, as you relax in the glow price - that's the

same as getting four
issues a year
free!

of money saved and monthly delivery
guaranteed, we’ll be dispatching your choice of
FREE CD from the list below.

Those Free CDs In Full r—————: I I S S . -

Pleasurable listening comes as standard with these H I- FI ChOIce SUbSC"ptlon apphcatlon fOl'm
three titillating titles:

[ Start my subscription from the next available issue and send me my free CD.

® JAZZ DANCE — some of the best jazz dance tunes ever or [] | am already a subscriber, please extend my subscription and send my CD. I
recqrded. A classic selection, |nclud.mg.h|t.s from Count 2vyears (£1.77 anissue) [JUK£42.50 [] Europe £68 [] World £89.50
Basie and Oscar Peterson. An open invitation to shake 1 year (£2.08 an issue) [JUK £25 [] Europe £39 [J World £51.50 I
your thang... or not, as the case may be. Annual direct debit [] £23 (SAVE A FURTHER £2) Uk only

* DISCOVER THE BEST — Anintroduction to the
absorbing world of classical music. Featuring tracks from
noted manuscripturists Mozart, Puccini, Brahms and Name
Mendelssohn, among others. Who needs Classic FM? Address

|
[
|
[
I : |
* HUE & CRY’s SHOWTIME! — The brand new album l -
[
[
[
[
[
[

Please send me [] Jazz Dance [] Discover The Best [] Showtime!

DETAILS

from silken Scottish popsters Mr Hue & Mr Cry. Will Postcode Daytime phone
warm the cockles like a smooth malt whisky (probably).
This CD normally retails at £13.99, but you can have it for
no money, gratis, zero moolah — in fact, FREE!

Simply tick the relevant box on the coupon, and we’ll

do the rest...

METHOD OF PAYMENT Complete section @ Direct Debit, @ Cheque or @ Credit Card
© (] 1 would like to pay by direct debit AND SAVE A FURTHER £2 DIRECT
Instruction to your bank or building society to pay by Direct Debit. Debit

To the manager - bank name

Address B I
N

~ Postcode

Five reasons why you should subscribe Name of account holder(s)

to Hi-Fi Choice:

e We will send you a CD worth up to £13.99 — FREE!

* You will save up to 40% off the normal cover price.

e You can save an extra £2 if you pay by direct debit.

e Every month, the mag will appear through your
letterbox as if by magic.

® Soon, you will astound your friends with
your in-depth hi-fi knowledge.

Bank sort code |__|__Il__|__Il__|__| Account number|__|__I__|_|_|_| | |

Please pay Dennis Publishing Ltd. direct debits from the account detailed on this
instruction subject to the safeguards assured by The Direct Debit Guarantee.
Banks and building societies may not accept direct debit instructions for some types of account.

Signature(s) Date

@ [ enclose acheque for £ (sterling) made payable to:

Dennis Publishing Ltd - Hi-Fi Choice

Now return the coupon to Hi-Fi Choice

Subscriptions, FREEPOST WD7,

Leicestershire LE87 4AU (No stamp needed) §
OVERSEAS READERS, please post to

Hi-Fi Choice Subscriptions, Tower House,

Sovereign Park, Market Harborough, s ;
LeiCSLE169EF b e T I I N O D O D D D B s .

FOR THE INSTANT SUBSCRIPTION PHONE OUR CREDIT CARD HOTLINE ON 01858 468888 OR FAX 0185834958

-
@ (] Please charge my [] Visa [] Access/Mastercard [ ] AMEX
Card Number |__|__ || N__1__ I N__I__1_1_N__1__1__1__I Expirydate|__I__Il__I__

Signed - Today’s date I

[] Please indicate here if you do not wish to receive details of further special offers or new products. P502



The cast list

Denon DCD-615
DuAL CD1001RC

JVC XL-V274
Kenwoob DP-3060
MARANTZ CD-53

NAD 501

PHiLIPS CD740
PiONEER PD-S503
Sony CDP-312
TECHNICS SL-PG460A

en years ago, the main obstacle in
I the way of eager consumers who
wanted to ‘go digital’ was the high
price of CD hardware. Nowadays it’s the
exorbitant cost of the software that
puts people off.

This is why the cost of decent budget
players fell through the floor some five
years ago but has remained steady, with
only a few exceptions, in the £150-£200
range ever since. Putting this into
context, these are fully-equipped players,
complete with remote control, direct
track access, programming and repeat
facilities, yet they cost no more than
about 12 full-priced CDs.

So, until hell freezes over and the
cost of CD software drops to a fiver a
disc — tempting the millions who haven’t
already got a CD player to splash out
on one — it’s simply not viable for
manufacturers to produce ultra-cheap
but deadly serious CD players.

As if to reinforce the point, very few
sub-£200 players are, er, ‘subsidised’ like
the loss-making £250 market leaders
reviewed back in issue 137. Make no

/177

mistake, the £150-£200 arena is no less
competitive but compared with the likes
of the Sony CDP-715E and Marantz CD-63,
its combatants are armed with very much
more basic weaponry.

That’s not to say these players are
either inadequate or indistinguishable.
Indeed, month after month, our blind
listening panel continues to reveal
significant and repeatable differences in
the performance of CD players from every
walk of life. And this is just as true of the
ten sub-£200 wonders marshalled into
the corral for this month’s test.

Sure enough, these players look pretty
similar and most offer a comparable
range of user-friendly widgets. Yet many
sub-£200 players are no less flexible
than their £300 cousins, icing the digital
cake with intro scan, index and peak
search, tape edit, auto cue, A-B repeat
and random play modes.

Few budget players have a fader option
but many still carry some sort of up/down
volume control, enabling them to be
connected directly to a power amplifier
instead of an intermediate preamp or

all-in-one integrated amp. This cuts down
on superfluous boxes and unnecessary
circuitry which, in many instances, just
gets in the way of the music.

If you use one of these digital volume
controls, however, do remember to check
that it hasn’t defaulted to maximum
output before firing-up your second CD!

Equally importantly, the diverse
internal technologies of these budget
players ensure that they perform with
the same rich variations as their more
costly counterparts. Some players still use
the original style of multi-bit converter’s
to translate the CD’s digital data into
recognisable music. This technique relies
on converting entire 16-bit ‘words’ of
information at a time, yielding a wide
dynamic range at the expense of slightly
increased distortion.

Other players rely on one of a new
generation of bitstream converters
which reduce these unwieldy 16-bit
digital words into smaller packets of four
or fewer bits. Smaller chunks of data are
processed at an appropriately higher
speed, avoiding the uneven steps and
distortions of multi-bit converters at
the expense of extra noise, both in and
out of the audio band.

In an effort to gain the best of both
technologies, some CD players use part
multi-bit and part bitstream (so-called
hybrid converters) though these have
their own, unique, distortions.

But you need not fret over the relative
compatibility of different CD players
because, regardless of the technology,
they must all still conform to certain
agreed standards. Every CD player will
handle both the standard 12cm and 5cm
silver discs, will offer the same basic
track skip, pause and stop facilities, and
will require the services of a line input
on your amplifier.

Never connect a CD player to an input
marked ‘phono’ or ‘disc’ on your amp —
the result will be dreadful — but use a
line-level connection such as aux, tuner,
tape or one marked specifically for CD
instead. CD compatibility is assured. But
good sound quality? Now that’s another
matter altogether...
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248 Lee High Road
Lewisham London SE13 5PL
Tel: 081 318 5755 & 081 852 1321
Fax: 081 318 0909

Hi-fi Specialists

Would you like to be able to
> choose from the finest selection of hi-fi & A/V available?
> upgrade by addition, not by replacing your system?
> have a wide choice of payment inc Interest Free?
> choose your level of service? - please call.

O REGA
—

Rega Products (Full Range Available)

Planar 2 Turntable .................. £198.00
Planar 3 Turntable .................. £260.00
Brio Amplifier ..............coooinil £229.00
Elex Amplifier.........c.cccevvinnns £398.00
Elicit Amplifier........cocooveiinnin. £730.00
Rega Radio (New) .................. £229.00
Kyte Loudspeakers ................. £198.00
Ela Loudspeakers ................... £450.00
Xel loudspeakers .................... £1040.0

CYRUS

Cyrus Products (Full Range Available)

Cyrus 3 Amplifier .................... £499.00
Cyrus PSXR Power Supply ........ £299.00
Cyrus FM7 Tuner .......... .... £399.00
Cyrus Discmaster.................... £949.00

Cyrus Dacmaster .................... £949.00
Mission 751 Speakers ............ £299.00
Mission 752 Speakers (New) .. £499.00
Mission 753 Speakers ............ £699.00
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THE CHOICE IS YOURS

We demonstrate everything we sell
so you can be sure that any of the
products you see advertised here
are on display and available for
audition. .
Our helpful and experienced staff
are on hand every day (except
Thursday and Sunday) to help ex-
plore the possibilities open to you.
We welcome your visit.

®Two listening rooms

®Two year minimum guarantee
®Free 24hr delivery service

00% Finance available,see below
®Part exchange service available
o Outstanding product range from:

AIWA - ARCAM - AUDIO TECHNICA - CYRUS
DENON - HEYBROOK - JPW - MARANTZ - LINN
PRODUCTS - MISSION - NAD - NAIM AUDIO
NAKAMICHI - POLK - QUAD - ROTEL - REGA
RUARK - ROGERS - SOUND ORG - SPENDOR
TARGET - TANNOY - WOODSIDE - YAMAHA

LINN

Linn Products (Full range available)

Mimik CD Player ........ccccoeevuveinnnnn. £798.00
Karik CD Player .........ccoeeeeevienennnn. £1497.0
Majik Amplifier (Phono) .................. £593.00
Kairn Preamp ........cooovviiiiiiiinn, £1398.0
LK100 Power amplifier .................. £549.00
Klout Power Amplifier ................... £1895.0
Tukan Loudspeaker....................... £398.00
Keilidh Loudspeaker...................... £595.00
Kaber Loudspeaker ....................... £1298.0

Nnaim

Nalm Products (Full Range Available)

NA CD3 CD Player £898.00
NA CDI CD Player .... .... £1862.0
Nait 3 Amplifier.........ccccocoeeevvnnn. £499.00
NAC 92 Preamp ......cceevvnveeeniinainans £405.00
NACT72 Preamp ...c.ccovveeviiniiiiananns £638.00
NAC 82 Preamp ......cceveeviveiniinaennns £1945.0
NAP9QO/3 Power Amp ............cc....... £395.00
NAT O3 TUNET oo £499.00

0% INTEREST FREE CREDIT
Up to £1000 Instant Credit avallable to personal Callers

. ritten details supplied on request
(e.g. System Marantz CD63 / Marantz PM 44se / Mission 780se. Total Price £599.00
Deposit: £59.90. Plus 9 equal payments of £59.90. Price includes VAT and all leads).

=P Tel: 081 318 5755 & 081 852 1321 <gmm

Opening times : 10.00am to 6.30pm Monday to Saturday (Closed Thursday)

VIS A




CD Players

DENON DCD-615

grappling with Denon’s fanciful

propaganda yet, sadly, its
description of the new DCD-615 appears
to be based on fact rather than fantasy.
Could this be the beginning of a trend?
| am bound to point out that the ‘20Bit,
8 times oversampling’ flashed across
the new rounded facia alludes to the
resolution of NPC’s oversampling filter
and not the DAC. Other than this,
however, the DCD-615 is sufficiently
impressive to stand on its own four
hype-free feet.

The guts of the player are culled
from Denon’s earlier DCD-595 (issue
128) with both models sharing the same
18-bit digital backbone, the same

I was rather looking forward to

remote control (with its 12-step volume
facility) and the same range of useful on-
board widgets.

These include direct track access, 20-
track programming, auto-edit, auto-space,
repeat and display dimmer facilities. On the
debit side, the compact fluorescent display
is cramped. Denon has responded to an
earlier whinge, however, using a decent
crystal-based clock rather than a ceramic
resonator in the DCD-695.

Not only will this ensure the accuracy
of track time information but it has also

permitted the addition of a reliable digital
output to service future upgrades.

Sound Quality

No one could fault the composition of this
player’s music, at least in the technical
sense. It certainly differentiated the two
hands playing the piano through Lyle Lovett’s
Black And Blue as slickly as the dry pitter-
patter of percussion. Nevertheless the
musical thread quickly became frayed.
“Rather than play from the heart”, our

LAB REPORT

Maybe responding to our misgivings in issue 128,
Denon has revised its Master Clock circuit with a crystal
oscillator, reducing clock error from a lax +1807ppm
(DCD-595) to a negligible -3ppm. Otherwise the basic
complement of NPC’'s SM5841 8x oversampling filter
and 18-bit Burr-Brown PCM61P DACs is unchanged.

This choice determines the 54dB stopband
rejection, the low 0.001-0.02 per cent distortion
and very wide 109dB S/N ratio.

The wide S/N ratio and dynamic range is a benefit of
conventional multibit DAC technology, advantages that
must be ranged against the huge +10dB noise
modulation and higher THD (typically 0.03-0.06 per
cent @ -30dB) experienced at medium signal levels.

Low-level linearity is a little off that achieved by the
DCD-595, but otherwise all is very well indeed.
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A very flat response with the
mildest rippling caused by NPC’s

8x oversampling filter.
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A great result demonstrating a wide
dynamic range but more leakage of Fg
and 2Fg sample tones than DCD-595.

OUTPUT FREQUENCY (kHz)

Like the DCD-595 (issue 128), V-patterns
of stopband noise escape the 8x filter
while 2nd/3rd harmonics escape the DAC.

panel suggested “it intellectualises its music,
draining a little spontaneity for a more arid
and analytical approach”.

Prokofiev’s Romeo And Juliet sounded
as if it were being led by several different
conductors, leaving the percussion and
strings, for example, playing in concert but
not necessarily in harmony. Plenty of precise
and articulate detail then, but conveyed in
a way that just fails to gel.

This is a pity, for Cassandra Wilson’s
In My Kitchen sounded extremely positive,
the thunderous bass line underpinning her
confident-sounding vocals to great effect.
Regular readers will recognise this as a
hallmark of past Denon players but in this
instance the artistic impression of the player
is clearly suffering for its eagerness to please
in the technical department.

Conclusion

The subjective parallels between this quiet-

sounding and articulate DCD-615 and the dark

subtlety of its forebear, the DCD-595, are

plain enough for anyone who cares to peruse

issue 128. So, once again we have a budget

Denon player that eschews the charisma of its

bigger brothers, in this case the fab DCD-825

(issue 137), and opts to feed the brain rather
than the soul.

VERDICT But even if

¢y Exceptionally Denon’s DCD-615
detailed, greatdepth tjckles the grey
and transparency.
Digital output. matter more

&) Notflamboyant effectively than
enough —the your emotions, it
accountants choice.

remains a precise

SOUND B'8 8 & & ¢ i
and remarkably
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£180 sophisticated

B2 Hayden LaboratoriesLtd, —Package.And all
Chiltern Hill, Chalfont St at a terribly
Pete;(r, gerrardé Cross, unsophisticate d
Bucks SLg 9UG. o .
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On test: CD Players

DuALCD1001RC

his is only the second time
we have reviewed a CD
player from Dual, a West

German company whose
reputation is founded, in the UK at
least, on the death-defying
longevity of its CS505 turntable.
Still going strong after some 16
years, this £200 LP player is now
joined by no fewer than four sub-
£200 CD players.

The CD1001RC is the biggest
and boldest of Dual’s quartet, its
broad shoulders supporting a wide
variety of user-convenient widgets.
These large and clearly-labelled
keys will prove a blessing for fat-
thumbed enthusiasts who are
irritated by the tiddly buttons which

punctuate the average CD player.

Groups of widgets, catering for direct track
access, 32-track programming, a 10-second
intro search, three repeat modes and random
play, will keep feature-fans blissfully happy.
Dual has also provided tape edit, index search
and display dimmer facilities by way of a
bonus on its remote control.

Under the bonnet, however, the Dual is
dominated by a highly complex LS| (large-
scale integrated circuit) from Yamaha which
combines the servo controls required by the

CD transport together with error correction, 8x
oversampling, 3rd-order noise-shapingand a
bitstream DAC to convert the numbers into
music. All this on a single slab of silicon!

Sound Quality

“Shame about the bass player having died
like that” remarked one listener in response
to the fast, furious but oddly bass-free
rampage of Stevie Ray Vaughan who, it was
suggested, had now swopped his plectrum

LAB REPORT

| expressed misgivings over Yamaha’s YDC103 ‘player-
on-a-chip’ LSI while reviewing its CDX-670 unit back in
issue 124. More than a year later, the chip’s tell-tale
bugs have resurfaced in this Dual player. The +12dB
bumps on the 3D plot are particularly characteristic.

It has to be said that Yamaha’s implementation
produced significantly better results than those from
the CD1001RC. For starters, the latter’s claimed S/N of
121dB is inflated by digital trickery; in reality the 87dB
S/N equates to a sub-standard 14/15-bit performance.

This high level of, presumably, re-quantisation noise
also bumps-up the perceived THD+ noise through its
midrange (typically 0.04 instead of 0.01 per cent at
-30dB). Finally, this squashes the practical dynamic
range by a good 10dB compared with Yamaha’s CDX-
670. Its 1.8V peak output is also rather low.

QUL CDIGOIRC 0dB & -50d3 FREQUENCY RESPONSES
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Poor S/N ratio is reflected in the
noisier appearance of the player’s

low-level frequency response.
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Reduced dynamic range with no
demonstrable advantage obtained
by using dithered signals.

mGUTﬁUT wFI?FgJFNS(?Y (’zlizr
Welts of noise and distortion, caused by
a digital overflow, appear near the top of
the player’s dynamic range.

for a wet halibut. Our next selection had the
traditionally droll and gravelly tones of Lyle
Lovett transformed into the silky-smooth soul
of Georgie Fame, his voice sounding larger
but lighter than usual while the
accompanying piano and percussion were
squeezed into the far corners of the room.

Lighter aspects of percussion from
Prokofiev’s Romeo And Juliet sounded very
free and refreshing but this still tended to
create a somewhat detached acoustic. Sadly,
our listeners were drawn once more to
criticise the lack of bass weight, now sorely
undermining the strength and substance of
the performance as a whole.

Naturally, Dual’s player is not entirely
lacking in warmth, even though the splodgy,
one-note bass of Cassandra Wilson’s Come
On In My Kitchen proved LF was often mis-
directed. “Rather like queuing for a bus”, our
panel concluded “it all turns up at once”.

Conclusion

This is an unusual machine, not only for

deploying little-used digital electronics

and analogue op-amps but also because

its PCBs are marked-up for the CD-3700.

Another player in-another country, perhaps?
There’s no

disputing the

generous array

of features and

VERDICT

) Quick, slickand
ideally suited to light
classical music.

O Fundamentallybass  Smart-looking
light, old-fashioned remote, though.
:;:2:;':::‘! These help fire

o *'**** the Dual from
m ***** the Starting
£180 blocks even if

52 RAM UK Ltd, Unit 27, it snags its
Stretford Motorway bass on the
Estate, Barton Dock Road, first hurdle and
Manchester M32 oZH.

sounds a touch

= 0161-866 8101
neutered.
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THE LUMLEY REFERENCE RANGE

DELICATE ¢ POWERFUL ¢« DYNAMIC ¢ SUBTLE
TOTALLY RELIABLE & VERY BEAUTIFUL

All this plus the best build quality around.
What more do you want?

Call us for your nearest dealer — today.

RE F ERENC E PINERIDGE SANDY CROSS, HEATHFIELD, EAST SUSSEX

TELEPHONE (0435) 868004
@’ nternational FACSIMILE (0435) 864481




‘ CD Players

JVCXL-V274

aving just edited the day’s
listening notes and
completed my lab test of

JVC’s new budget CD player, |
checked back on our earlier reviews
of JVC goodies from yesteryear.
Imagine my surprise then at finding
JVC’s XL-V274 already on page 54 of
issue 128. Only then it was called
the XL-V264!

Now call me cynical, but |
really cannot see the difference
between last season’s XL-V264 and
this season’s XL-V274. For example,
they both share the same direct
track access keypad, the same
repeat, program and random play
modes, the same tape edit and

DDRP (Dynamics Detection
Recording Processor) modes. : 5
Even the layout of the facia — including Now, | wonder whether the other hi-fi : There’s no lack of bass, yet what exists
its fluorescent display — looks identical, © magazines have picked this up... . sounds fat and ponderous compared to the
right down to the variable output headphone . relative agility of its mid and treble.
socket. And yes, they both share the same . Sound Quality Prokofiev’s Romeo And Juliet ballet was
remote control. : Unaware that they were, in effect, listening . likened to “a funeral march” thanks to the
Under the bonnet? Unfortunately Idid not : toa CD player that they had already leaden sound of double bass, timpani and
have an XL-V264 to cannibalise. Nevertheless, : auditioned a year ago, the panel offered a . cello. However, the grumbling bass from
judging by the response of our blind listeners, = remarkably consistent opinion. This version . Cassandra Wilson’s CD sounded especially
the plots and panel of test results (whichare  : was described as warm and effusive, a powerful, with great dollops of LF energy.
almost too close for comfort), it’s unlikely that :  characterful player that trips merrily along Rather like the action of a loudness
there have been any major revisions. ¢ until tripped-up by a strong bass rhythm. . button, JVC’s XL-V274 tends to reinforce the
. impact of bass while intensifying the brightest
I. AB REPORT treble detail. The right hand of Lyle Lovett’s
. piano, for example, sounded penetratingly
Once again, this player uses JVC's MN35500 DAC . 24 iz € 7008 LTS § GTHD . sharp, just as the thudding double bass from
which includes 64x oversampling, variable-order noise- ] 3 NN 3 1 : Cassandra Wilson’s Tell Me... was described

: . as “double-barrelled”.

] T 8 ‘ : On the one hand its music sounds big,

TFF 1% ' . brassy and colourful; on the other, it's often

T l © oppressive and artless. Funnily enough, we
t

shaping and a Pulse Edge Modulation bitstream
output. Technically it’s extremely advanced, offering a
minimum o.0004 per cent distortion, a superb low-level
linearity with errors of just 0.3dB over a full 100dB
dynamic range and a fabulous 108dB S/N ratio.

These specs, plus the »>106dB stopband rejection, run
close to state-of-the-art for any bitstream player at any
price. Compared to the XL-V264, however, there are few : :
genuine differences — even the -60dB response has an 6w om : Conclusion

identical ‘blip’ Channel separation, distortion, linearity, ) Anyone who missed the XL-V264 first time
S/N and even the 2.12V output level are the same. around can hop aboard the XL-V274 — and at

AMPLITUDE (dB)

said pretty much the same thing about the
XL-V264 only a year ago.

Look closely and you'll see the V274’s response is A perfect result showing the dithered t b L% it " e
down by 0.13dB at 20kHz compared with the V264. But signal (black trace) converting all | D Gt @t == VAR (el WK e”}?}’
this is clutching at straws, folks. distortion harmonics to random noise. - exactly the same blend of generous facilities
: with a distinctive
S AL-V24 006 § 505 FREGUENCY FESPONGES VERDICT but gaudy
1 ‘ () Weighty, and rich- sound.
sounding player. Bass freaks
2 5 Excellent features. .
5 e © Basscansound will be perfectly
s i1 overblown and at home with
" : overbearing. Music thi
2 -y J — tends todrag. t:ls plﬁysr likel
FRR - LT %k kkk  (NOUBNILS likely
 Jedeand i b} ‘ T VALER S R e Ry :0 Pfoveta little
| ¢ RN 1 00 smothering
1 m :'n ~ 10k E 0 © @ W @ 5:‘: u’: n sxl: o w’u £160 fOr the rest Of us
FREQUENCY (Hz) OUTPUT FREGQUENCY (kHz) X JVCUK Ltd, JVC House, .
: JVC Business Park, How about some
Very flat, ripple-free responses JVC has one of the best digital filters Priestley Way, genuine changes
: London NW2 7BA.

demonstrating excellent linearity and there is, removing stopband noise but
low-noise. leaving distortion from the DAC.

for next season,

= 0181-4503282
eh JVC?
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/7 DEFLEX
SPECTRA ZICOUSIIC

bynanics  PANELS

The simplest and most cost effective way
to upgrade your existing system

You need at least 2
Deflex panels for a
pair of small bookshelf
speakers, 4 panels for
a pair of Tannoy 6's,
and at least 6 panels
for larger cabinets

“Mercury” is a very high quality
interconnect consisting of the
very best components, the
cable having a pure silver
centre conductor and a silver
plated OFC screen, terminated
with WBT, 24 carat gold plated
RCA plugs, giving excellent
sound reproduction justifies its

Once you have
gained access to the
inside of the cabinet,
remove foam and/or
wool damping from
the inside of the
speaker (if fitted)

price tag.
Available in lengths from 1,2
metre to 50 metres

Place the flexible
Deflex panel thru' the
speaker cut-out and
stick to the inside of
the cabinet using the
recommended
adhesive

“Jupiter” this cable exceeds the
quality of many other cables in
its price range. The centre
conductor being OFC screened
with a metalised myler film
under one braided OFC layer,
terminated with Gold plated
plugs, “excellent upgrade”,

and a price tag to match.
Avaﬂabie in lengths from :l.

Now sit back and
listen to the extra
detail in sound, and
far less distortion
when played loud
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What the experts have to say...

"...a marked improvement was obviousfrom the first few
bars of REM's Automatic for the people album..
Hi-Fi News & Record Review - March1994

"...Deflex panels seemed to give greater tightness and
control, improved internal clarity, and pitch definition -
all without deademng the sound i }ln 9§alr;y way...

DETAILS 1 Audiophile - January

L\ T L= I

AGATESS ..\ :
1POSCOUE e I
:Tel (DAYtime) e :
1 The Cable | would like is... If ordering more
1 Mercury 11 length than one metre
; i please state Ref. No. Standard Panel £7.95 (28cm x 21cm) -

lupiter 0 length given on telephone. Sub-Woofer Panel £11.95 (34cm d mzter)
Ref. Adhesive £3.50 Delivery £4.00

please add £1 P&P to all orders.
I enclose a cheque for £ (sterling)
made payable to SOUND CONNECTIONS UK.

FRISE

SIPIEGRVA [DAVIRVAIMIKCS)

Tel 78 95 04 82 - Fax 78 60 76 35 . Germany Tel 2961 51211 - Fax 2961 51640 . Greece Tel 01 246 6576 - Fax 01 246 6713 . Holland Tel 076 715010 - Fax 076 714773 . Hong Kong Tel (852) 898 8111 - Fax (852) 558 0073 . Indonesia Tel/Fax 31 311
598 . Israel Tel 3 924 7524 - Fax 3 924 5117 . Israel Tel 3 540 7279 - Fax 3 540 7438 . Norway Tel/Fax 755 25335 . Russia Tel/Fax (095) 917 4385 . S.Africa Tel 021 439 8450 - Fax 021 439 8451 . Singapore Tel 743 7124 - Fax 747 5330 . Spain Tel

DISTRIBUTORS WORLDWIDE . U.K. Tel. (01625) 500507 - Fax. (01625) 500508 . Australia Tel (03) 429 2199 - Fax (03) 429 9309 . Austria Tel/Fax 43 7472 61529 . Belgium Tel/Fax 09 357 4937 . Canada Tel 514 691 2584 - Fax 514 692 9980 . France
34 3265 82 10 - Fax 34 3 265 77 94 . Sweden Tel 0660 560 30 - Fax 0660 561 01 . Switzerland Tel/Fax 61 361 64 66 . Switzerland Tel/Fax 21 824 11745 .U S A Tel 415 669 7181 - Fax 415 669 7558 . U S A Tel 608 831 3433 - Fax 608 831 3771

. Talargoch Trading Estate, Meliden Road, Dyserth, Ciwyd LL18 6DD, United Kingdom.
1 Post this coupon and payment to...

1 SOUND CONNECTIONS UK.
:_19, Brookside, Sawtry, Huntingdon, Cambs. PE17 5SB n



;t: CD Players

KENwooD DP-3060

o-one could ever accuse
Kenwood of not sticking to
its guns. Four years ago it

was the first manufacturer to use a
bitstream DAC from NPC (Nippon
Precision Circuits), an association it
has maintained through the DP-4030
(issue 95), DP-3040 (112) and
DP-3050 (124) — all players pitched
at the pivotal £200 price-point.

Rather like sticking with the same
Lottery numbers week in, week out,
for a few million years, this faithful
approach has ensured Kenwood
finally gets its slice of success. This,
then, is the new DP-3060, logical
successor to the ill-fated DP-3050 with
a similarly broad range of features

now re-distributed over a curved facia.

I’m bound to say that the top right hand
corner is an odd place to stick an eject key but
I imagine that anyone who buys the player
will soon get used to its quirky layout. With
direct access, program, repeat and random
play plus peak search, digital volume and
multi-disc edit on offer, there’s plenty to
tempt the impulse purchaser.

Sound Quality
Such is the sedate and sophisticated
composure of this player that you’d never

guess you were listening to a beer-budget
machine. Just as importantly, this sense of
equanimity is not achieved by squashing the
passion from its music. We were mightily
relieved to rediscover the sultry intensity of
Cassandra Wilson’s In My Kitchen, gutsy
music that reflected the sturdy but honest
sound of the player itself.

The Kenwood can decipher fairly complex
rhythms, whether this be the layering of
performers marking the tight but tidy intro to
Lyle Lovett’s Black And Blue, or the seemingly

LAB REPORT

Kenwood’s latest update to the third generation of
NPC’s combined digital filter and bitstream DAC IC (the
SMs5872) has worked wonders. Gone is the massive
splurge of re-quantisation noise which was almost
guaranteed to upset the constitution of some
amplifiers. Gone, too, is the insidious rippling of its
response, caused by unsophisticated digital filtering.
Indeed the new SM5872, and Kenwood’s use of it
in the DP-3060, marks a bold step in the right direction.
Low-level linearity is improved from errors of nearly
-3dB to just -1dB over a full 100dB dynamic range while
the 103dB S/N ratio is superior to that achieved by
Marantz with the chip in either the CD-53 or CD-63.
Distortion is extremely low too, just 0.009 per cent
midband at the musically important -30dB — a possible
benefit of Kenwood’s refined H.P Master Clock circuit.

KENNOOD DP-3060 0cB & -60c FREGUENCY RESPONSES

]

o 4;[41

AMPLITUDE (0.508/01v)
>

- |

gL

*®
FREQUENCY (Hz)

Very flat response that remains

unchanged at low levels. Just a hint of
rippling from digital filter.

KENMOOD DP-3060 fkHz £ -70dB Lo

AR § DITHERED

AMPLITUDE (dB)

Wider dynamic range and far lower
ultrasonic noise than achieved by the
older DP-3050 (issue 124).

oe8

KENWCOD 0P-3C60 SPURIOUS QUTRUT RS
AMPLITUDE = 4

2 30 40 50 60 70 80
OUTPUT FREGUENCY (kiHz)

Spot the difference between this plot and
the Marantz CD-53 — yep, they’re using
the same digital filter and DAC!

unstructured percussion and guitar that open
Cassandra Wilson’s Blue Light CD.

Our listening panel also applauded the
DP-3060’s coherence, its smooth and even-
handed balance builds along with the
developing interplay of its music, rather
than limiting its resolution or crumbling into
an untidy heap. Masks from Prokofiev’s
Romeo And Juliet built from near-silence,
instrument on instrument to convey a
busy and complete picture rather than
one dominated by certain instruments.

Sure enough, the DP-3060 is not perfect.
It lacks a certain colour and flamboyance
and can sound a little thin and restricted,
especially through the bass. Yet this is
nit-picking in relation to its potential for
expanding to accommodate future upgrades
to the remainder of your system. A good "un.

Conclusion

This player marks a significant upturn in
Kenwood’s fortunes, a player that will not
seem out of place in a costly system and
proof positive that budget players do not
have to sound cheap.

And to get this you aren’t expected to
forfeit any shred of convenience. Indeed the
DP-3060 is as generously equipped as the
average fly-by-
wire cockpit,
providing a rare
example of the

VERDICT

¢ Positive, dynamic
and very composed. A
toe-tapping player.

© Could possibly complete
sound a little too budget CD
small, or even thin, player: one
in some systems. !

that’s beautifully
built, luxuriously

£200 appointed
5 Trio-Kenwood UK Ltd, and sounds
Kenwood House, Dwight  implausibly
Road, Watford, expensive.
Hertfordshire WD1 8EB. A clear-cut
@ (01923) 816444
Best Buy.
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CD Players

MARANTZ CD-53

T hink you’ve seen this player
before? Well you have, in
the superficially identical
form of Marantz’s CD-63 (issue 137).
Indeed, both players share the
same CDM12 CD mechanism, the
same slimline chassis and ‘Softline’
facia plus exactly the same range of
direct track access, program, edit
mode and display dimmer facilities.

They even share the same
remote control with its extra repeat,
random, intro scan and digital
volume facilities. So why, | hear you
ask, does the CD-53 represent a
valuable saving of some £50 over
the CD-63? The answer, as ever, lies
under the bonnet.

Here we find the digital building

blocks of the CD-63, including

Philips’ SAA7345 decoder and a combined 8x
oversampling filter/bitstream DAC from NPC.
However where the CD-63 features Marantz’s
fully-discrete HDAM op-amp the CD-53
features a blank section of PCB track.

Other treats in the 63 include Cerafine
and Silmic power and decoupling capacitors
that have been swopped for standard ELNA’s
in the 53. Bead capacitors are replaced by
ceramics while the optical output and rubber
grommet, normally used to damp the crystal,

are given the chop. A tidy little list that clearly
separates the CD-53 from the CD-63.

Sound Quality

These compromises ensure that the CD-53
is neither as sophisticated as the CD-63,
nor as obviously “jazzed-up” as the older
CD-52 (issue 119). Instead, the CD-53 treads
a more sober path, allowing its bass free
rein, as our panel would have it, to “flop
about rather than drive the music along”.

LAB REPORT

Comparisons with Marantz’s CD-63 from issue 137 are
fascinating — despite numerous revisions, there are
few differences in the two player’s basic performance.
The increase in peak-level THD from 0.0006 to 0.02 per
cent across the audio band, the 54dB suppression of
stopband noise and kink at skHz in the de-emphasis
routine are all functions of the SM5872 filter/DAC IC.

Other features, like incredible channel separation,
high 2.3V output and moderate 2200hm impedance are
linked to both the common layout and analogue
circuitry. Yet subtle distinctions do exist.

This CD-53 is actually more linear than our sample of
the 63, while there’s a slight change in its HF response.
Furthermore both its noise modulation and ‘real’ S/N
have deteriorated by nearly 1dB. As before, the key to
understanding the gulf between the CD-53 and CD-63
boils down to the ‘sound’ of their respective capacitors.
WRNTZ 53 08 § -600B FREGUENCY HESPONSES

(0.5a8/0D1v)

AMPL I TUDE

By removing the HDAM buffer, Marantz

avoids the slight treble dip seen in the
CD-63 (issue 137).
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The blip of 3rd harmonic distortion
and sweep of ultrasonic noise is indistin-
guishable from the CD-63 (issue 137).

=
0 1o o » @ = & m A
OUTPUT FREGUENCY (kHz)

The streak of 2nd harmonic distortion and
partial V-patterns of stopband noise are a
‘fingerprint’ of NPC’s SM5872 filter/DAC.

In many respects this is the antithesis of
Denon’s DCD-615, its rich and rolling
character lacking both focus, articulation and
fine detailing yet still succeeding in conveying
its music in a thoroughly emotive fashion.

As a result both the flowing lyrics of Lyle
Lovett’s Black And Blue and the relentless
build-up to Prokofiev’s Romeo And Juliet
sustained our listeners’ attention despite
their exposure to both pieces. Yet extreme
treble and bass are certainly lacking, stripping
a little weight from Prokofiev’s double bass
and timpani and also dulling the shine from
Stevie Ray’s metal-stringed guitar.

Once again, however, the CD-53 continues
to impress by successfully grappling with the
basic passion — the “meat and two veg” —
of its music while still flaunting what was
described as a “technical apathy”.

Conclusion

Somewhat unusually for Marantz, this player

has not been designed to leap out and grab

you by the ears. Indeed, on the basis of a

quick A/B dem it’s unlikely to sound terribly

incisive, immediate or raunchy. Moreover you

wouldn’t necessarily liken its performance

to the subtlety and scale achieved by the
costlier CD-63.

VERDICT In truth,

() Sweet-talkingCD the CD-53isa
player from past no-nonsense
masters of the art. hi h

) Lacksdeepbassand ~ Machineé whose
high treble. Delicacy  technical heritage
has been abandoned.

seems merely
incidental to the
highly individual
character of its
sound. In our

SOUND B 8 0 8 ¢ ¢

| VALUER o 8 & ¢ ¢
£200
B Marantz Hi-Fi UK Ltd,

Kingsbridge House,

Padbury Oaks, 575-583 panel’s words,
Bath Road, Longford, “this is one to buy
Middlesex UB7 oEH. in haste and

=2 (o1 680868 5 3
(01753) savour at leisure”.



CD Players

NAD 501

hen it comes to slim, grey
CD players devoid of all
but the most crucial

widgets, NAD has the market sewn-up.
Previous players, including the 5425
(issue 95) and 502 (issue 119) have
proved unique in applying the
audiophile principle of minimalism to a
product group normally associated with
features, facilities and flashing lights.

Technophobes will be delighted to
learn that the 501 is no different. Indeed,
the first new player from NAD in the best
part of two years is perhaps the least
well-equipped yet. Many consumers
might accept the loss of a direct access
keypad, a variable or headphone output
or even a multi-track program facility,

but a £180 player without a remote
control is downright puritanical.

In its defence, NAD points out that the 501
is designed as a low-cost, entry-level player
with the emphasis firmly on sound quality,
not convenience. I'd agree. Indeed, you could
easily argue that the 501 is a downright
inconvenient CD player.

Furthermore, and despite appearances,
the 501 bears no relation to the 502. Here the
502’s Sony mechanism and Technics
MASH/PWM DAC are replaced by a decent
Philips CDMg4 transport and one of Philips’

early SAA7323 bitstream DACs — the very
same combination that powered Rotel’s
RCD-965BX to glory back in issue 100.

Sound Quality

Without wishing to appear contradictory,
the NAD 501 sounds quick-paced but also
restrained, as if it were spoon-feeding
measured portions of slick and tidy detail.
Lyle Lovett, for example, sounded a little
more reserved than he usually does but the
501 didn’t smother the catchy bass line or

LAB REPORT

Despite using a classic SAA7323 bitstream DAC, NAD’s
implementation alters its ‘fingerprint’ when compared
with the likes of Rotel’s RCD-965BX and AMC’s CD6
(issues 100, 124). NAD has drafted in extra analogue
filtering which cuts back on all spurious output above
35kHz (see 3D and -70dB plots) but also influences the
treble in the audioband (see response plot).

This explains how NAD has maintained a moderate
but very even spread of distortion right up to 20kHz,
clocking-up some 0.006 per cent at odB and 0.01-0.03
at the musically important -30dB. Ordinarily, distortion
from the SAA7323 DAC will increase by a factor of ten
from 1kHz to 20kHz. The just-about-16-bit S/N ratio of
97dB is pretty typical, however. One final point. NAD
has hiked its output +2dB above many competing
players so beware of indiscriminate A/B dealer demos.

_ NAUS01 OB § 500 FREENCY RESPONSES
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0 100

Strong rippling from Philips’ integral

256x oversampling. Bass boost at low
levels also seen in issues 100 and 107.

_ NAD 501 {Kz @ -7008 LROITHERED § DITHERED

AMPLITUDE  (dB)

Dithering should remove harmonics
(black trace — see issue 107). Note effect
of NAD’s analogue filter above 35kHz.

NAD’s analogue filter effectively removes
the second stopband image, normally
seen fanning out from 88kHz.

mute the delicate patter of tiny hi-hats. It’s all
there, but in miniature.

‘A neat terraced house rather than a
rambling mansion’ remarked our listeners
by way of comparison with Marantz’s CD-53.
Prokofiev’s Romeo And Juliet was pulled
from a marvellously dark and clean acoustic,
conveying much of the ballet’s atmosphere
but not the sheer power and dynamics of,
say, the string section. So its performance is
incomplete but remains engaging, albeit as a
result of musical subterfuge.

Still, the 501 is less successful with fiercer
recordings — such as Cassandra Wilson’s In
My Kitchen — where the player clamps down
on powerful vocalists, making them sound
pinched and inflexible as they are funnelled
unsympathetically from the speakers.

Conclusion
Having steadily built-up a head of support
from our panel, NAD’s 501 fell at the final
fence as our dynamic-sounding pop selection
highlighted an inescapable Achilles heel.
Specifically, the player has a tendency to
cramp the style of any music that falls
outside its precisely determined remit.

“Itis,” the listening panel suggested,
“a duffle bag on the great baggage carrousel

of life”. A
VERDICT strange but
() Averyneatandtidy uncannily

sound fromaneatand 3ppropriate
tidy player. Reep

) Imposestoomuch analogy
restraint on freel bearing in mind
dynamicmaterial. No o player’s
remote control. :

SOUND B 9 0 ¢ & ¢ L
BT * Ak kK 2Phearance
£180 and its
aversion to

XX NAD Marketing Ltd,
NAD Building, 401-405
Nether Street, London
N31QG.

=2 0181-3433240

user-friendly
features. One
for the non-
conformist.
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MASTERING THE ART

Clear, naturally detailed
sound with oulstanding
dynamics [rom superbly
styled cabinets. These
exceptlional Moor-standing
loudspeakers continue
Spendor’s adherence Lo
neutrality—our hallmark

for 25 vears.

spendo

BEGAUSE PEOPLE T.LIST

For further information on the rai
Spendor loudspeaker systems,
contact our UK distributor:
Michael Stevens & Partners 1.d,
Invicta Works, Elliot Road, Bromley
Kent BR2 9NT
Tel 081-460 1 Fax 081-460 0499




CD Players

PHILIPS CD740

ollowing what looked like a
period of commercial
hibernation, Philips has

emerged with a raft of new digital ICs
and associated hardware. These
components are represented in CD
players from competing manufacturers
as well as in Philips’ own line-up. The
(D740 is just one example that,
superficially at least, is based on the
(D750 reviewed in issue 137.

Here we find the same CDM12
linear-tracking CD transport, the same
chassis and facia design with provision
for direct track access, repeat and
random play, 30-track programming
and ‘Edit Optimal’ which re-arranges
the playing order to suit recording onto

specific lengths of tape. Philips has
even retained its novel remote volume control
that adjusts the signal level on both analogue
and digital outputs, a feature that’s linked to
the player’s fade-in and fade-out facility.

It's goodbye, however, to the FTS and
Personal Preset memories and also the well-
known BS DAC which has been traded for a
new TDA1549 BCC DAC. In practice this
fledgling converter is rather like the TDA1305
featured in Cambridge’s DAC-Magic (issue
136), albeit with lesser digital filters.

Philips describes it as a mixture of (1-bit)

Bit Stream and (multi-bit) Continuous
Calibration technology even though it has
retained the familiar PDM bitstream
Conversion logo on the CD740’s facia. As
this is not a pukka PDM player, I'd suggest
that Philips’ dreams up a new badge to
accompany this technological offshoot.

Sound Quality

Falling smack in the comfort zone, this
studious-sounding player soon had our
listening panel snoring in agreement. It is

LAB REPORT

Philips’ new TDA1549 BCC DAC contains a 3-stage
digital filter (@mounting to 96x oversampling) with a
2nd-order noise-shaper that truncates 16-bit to 5-bit
data. This then feeds two pairs of high-speed 4-bit
multi-bit converters (amounting to 5-bits per channel),
requiring a very gentle 1st-order analogue filter.

The good news includes low ‘bitstream-like’
distortion of just 0.02 per cent (midband, -30dB), good
low-level resolution and a wide S/N ratio of 105dB. This
is slightly better than most bitstreamers but slightly
worse than that expected of a good multi-bit DAC.

The bad news hinges both on the appalling 29dB
suppression of its digital filters and the high +15dB
noise modulation — steep even by multi-bit standards
and hardly a boon for sound quality. And then there’s
the reduced bass output which falls by 1.7dB at 20Hz.

 PHILIPS Q0740 0df § ~Gich FREQUENEY RESPONGES

AMPLITUDE (0.SdB/Civ)

The digital filter may be naff but at least

the player’s response escapes any
obvious rippling.

PHILIPS (0740 42 @ -10c8 § OITHERED
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A wider dynamic range, lower (dithered)
distortion and ultrasonic noise than

Philips achieved with its Bit Stream DACs.
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The CD-740 has low harmonic distortion
but oversampling filter lets through huge
stopband images (V-Patterns).

tailor-made for late night listening, with a very
dark and almost dreamy balance that ensures
the most raucous styles of music remain
entirely palatable.

“There’s much more of a smooth Galaxy
bar about this player than the bitter tang of
Bournville chocolate” suggested one
listener whose blood sugar was obviously
on the wane. Stevie Ray, meanwhile, lacked
direction and momentum just as the
walking bass line from Lyle Lovett’s Black
And Blue was criticised for wandering a
little too aimlessly.

Even Cassandra Wilson who, thanks to
her microphone technique, normally sounds
very immediate, forceful and vibrant, was
obviously muted on this occasion as her fizzy
vocals were traded for an altogether gentler
and less demanding outlook. “Like the
average hippopotamus” remarked the panel
“this player needs to lighten-up”.

Conclusion

This is only the second time we’ve reviewed

a CD player based on one of Philips’ new BCC

converters but, with so many versions now

on general release, I'm sure that many other

manufacturers will soon be hot on the trail.
Nevertheless, in this instance | cannot help

but feel Philips

W TR hes erred on the

¢ ‘Dinner jazz’ side of caution,
machine that won’t engineering &l
tear your ears off. L ith
&) Needsjazzing-up Rayewitiid
tostop listeners tendency to
nodding off. smother the life
ST Aok kkk spontaneity
| VALUER & 8.8 ¢ ¢ ; ;
£170 of its music.
| PRICE |
= No nasty shocks
B Philips Consumer
Electronics Ltd, The from the CD740
Philips Centre, 420-430 then, but flashes
London Road, Croydon of brilliance
=2 Cf891-?g§ 2166 iy equa“y
e 5 ¥ unforthcoming.
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The highest fidelity.
Naturally.

Immerse yourself in the music. No distractions,

just pure sound reproduction.

It's no coincidence that Sennheiser headphones
are acclaimed again and again in the hi-fi press.
We set new standards of sound reproduction and
quality at the leading edge of acoustic technology.

Supremely comfortable and near-unbreakable,
the headphones are specially designed for easy
replacement of parts.

With accurate, detailed response and rich pure
tone, recreate the eloquence of the instruments,
the vitality of the vocals. Whatever your taste

in music you'll appreciate the transparent
natural sound quality,
balanced by a wide
dynamic range.
Now prove it. Try out our
headphones for yourself.
You'll be convinced.
Naturally.

HD 565
The neutral,
very natural tonal response
is particularly free of
distortion. A standing
ovation for such harmony of
sound and design! Pleasant
and comfortable to wear,
like all headphones in
this group.

HD340

A headphone which
produces a roomy and
detailed sound whilst
incorporating high quality
in its design making

it lightweight and
comfortable to wear.

Sennheiser UK Ltd, Freepost, Loudwater, High Wycombe
Buckinghamshire HP10 8BR.
Telephone 01628 850811. Fax 01628 850958

The way we
goon....
you'd think
we knew
whatwe're

talking about

Listen Inn
Hi-Fi Specialists

Linn, Naim, Rega, Epos,
Heybrook, TDL, Arcam,
Mission, Royd, Audiolab,
Creek, Cyrus, Denon,
NAD, Marantz, Kef,
Nakamichi, Dynaudio
(ot all brands stocked
at both branches)

6 Hotel Street, Leicester
0533 623754

32 Gold Street, Northampton
0604 37871

RUARK
A Stroke of Genius

For further information on the range
of loudspeaker systems
Ruark will send you the latest
brochure, a copy of Press Cuttings
and authorised dealer list.
RUARK ACOUSTICS,

59 Tailor’s Court,

Temple Farm Industrial Estate,
Southend on Sea,

Essex SS2 5TH.
Telephone: (01702) 601410.
Fax: (01702) 601414




CD Players

PIONEER PD-S503

hree years ago, players
using novel digital filter
technologies, like Wadia’s

Digimaster signal processing, would
have cost you thousands of pounds.
Since then Pioneer has hijacked the
idea, condensed Wadia’s DSP16
processors and EPROM look-up
tables onto a single IC and called it
‘Legato Link Conversion’ (LLC).

Incidentally, if you’ve read the
propaganda on the respective
benefits of the Digimaster and LLC
eight times oversampling filters,
you’d never guess they amounted to
one and the same thing! For a more
thorough discussion, please refer
back to issue 113.

() PIONEER

For the current season, Legato
Link has been combined with Pioneer’s
own PFM bitstream DAC to reduce costs
even further. So the PD-S503 amounts to the
cheapest LLC player to date, a player that
combines the bare digital bones of Pioneer’s
PD-S703 (issue 137) with the aesthetics of
the old PD-S501 (issue 112).

Press the eject key and out slides
Pioneer’s upside-down ‘Stable Platter’
mechanism. Load-up and you’ll have
access to its direct entry keypad, program,
peak search, auto tape edit, highlight

scanning and repeat play facilities. Quite a
tidy package and complemented by a remote
handset with volume control.

Sound Quality

In common with previous Legato Link players,
the 503 got a very mixed reception — hardly
surprising, given its varied interpretation of
different music. Lyle Lovett sounded more
distant than usual, the player’s easy-going,
wallpaper-like quality inspiring our panel to
suggest this was a “ready-pasted CD player”.

LAB REPORT

Pioneer has deployed its new PD-2029A combined LLC
filter/DAC in both its PD-S703 (issue 137) and PD-S503
players, so both enjoy the same low distortion, good
low-level linearity and acceptable 102dB S/N ratio —
typical bitstream-like results.

The effect of the LLC filter is more dramatic. Hence
the 7dB ‘rejection’ of stopband noise at 24.1kHz is just
an indication of how Pioneer dovetails these digital
images into the genuine audioband signals (see 3D
plot). Sadly, it also allows sampling tones at Fg
(44.1kHz2), 2F ¢, 3F etc to leak out — hence the 28mV
recorded at 176kHz (4F).

The high 2.4V output is rather cheeky (beware quick
A/B dems) but its 1.1kOhm impedance is also less than
ideal for long cable runs, especially as its treble
response is already greatly modified by the LLC filter.

PICFER PE-5503 008 §

FREQUENCY RESPONSES

TUDE (0.5dB/Div)

AMPL I

Pioneer’s LLC filter starts well inside

the audioband, providing the now familiar
4dB cut at 20kHz (-14dB @ 25kHz).
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Dithering removes distortion but both 44/
88kHz sampling tones and requantisation
noise are higher than earlier LLC models.
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The LLC ‘filter’ allows stopband images
to collide with the audioband, creating
the illusion of a response beyond 22kHz.

Prokofiev’s Romeo And Juliet sounded
comfortable, weighty and moderately
detailed yet the performance still lacked
energy, life and spontaneity. Cassandra
Wilson also sounded very flat, dry and insipid,
her strong bass line lacking the grumbling
resonance that would otherwise keep this
track rolling along. Instead it simply proved
‘rather too much like hard work’.

Otherwise the PD-S503 still has a habit of
sounding unduly loud, shouting rather than
reflecting a true sense of musical and
dynamic contrast. This sharp and glaring
quality seems quite at odds with the recessed
treble and inoffensive balance heard with
other selections of music. So, if nothing else,
the PD-S503 will always keep you guessing.

Conclusion

Ever since we first clapped ears on Pioneer’s

Legato Link technology, over two years ago

in issue 112, we have continued to obtain

unpredictable and inconsistent results. The

original PD-S801 Legato Link player prompted

our panel to suggest it was “easy going yet

with an uncanny ability to offend”,

a dichotomy not unlike our panel’s epitaph

for this latest PD-S503.

“Rather like a chameleon with an identity
crisis” they
suggested, “this

O Idiosyncratic, butlike player does not

other LLC designs it adapt itself to
could work wonders tPadanieol
in the right system. BUNE] EellTE
© Unpredictable; high of different
:::lf’:;:?:‘;l:"‘lsl musical styles
7 A khkk Withany great
[ VALER S S eSS success”. It’s
79 £200 another love it or

loathe it verdict
for one more in
a long line of
Pioneer’s Legato
Link CD players.

D} Pioneer (GB) Ltd,
Pioneer House, Hollybush
Hill, Stoke Poges,
Slough SL2 4QP.

@ (01753) 789789

Hi-Fi Choice February 1995 51



CD Players

Sony CDP-312

ather like a cheap pork
pie, the insides of this
budget player are 95 per

cent fresh air. But you cannot
whittle down the cost of a CD
player without making the odd
concession. Even for a player
which, despite obvious
differences in appearance, is
quite clearly derived from the fab
CDP-311 which received a Best
Buy a year ago in issue 128.

In the event, Sony has
succeeded in trimming £20 off the
player’s ticket by abandoning
widgets like a headphone socket,
peak search and variable intro
scan while moving others, like the
direct access keypad and fader, to

the seclusion of a matching
remote control. This still leaves the CDP-312
with a generous roll call of features. More
than enough, in fact, to give most players at
£180-£200 pause for thought.

Under the bonnet, you’ll find that Sony
has condensed much of the crucial signal
processing, including oversampling, noise-
shaping and the Pulse bitstream DAC onto
one busy little IC, a chip first seen in the
CDP-311. This is the principal reason why
such a flexible player can be produced so

economically. However, as we were to
discover, the implementation of this self-
same circuitry is just a little rougher in this
bargain-basement CDP-312.

Sound Quality

The 312 reminded our panel of that famous
Sherlock Holmes adventure The Strange Case
Of The Disappearing Instruments. By way of
example, the sizzling cymbals from Stevie
Ray’s Stang’s Swang popped periodically in

LAB REPORT

In perfect accord with the impressions of our panel,

the technical implementation of this CDP-312 is, indeed,
less sophisticated than the Best Buy CDP-311 (issue
128). The CXD2565 oversampling/noise-shaping/

DAC IC is revealed by the typical 74dB stopband
suppression, the increase in distortion from 0.002

per cent at 1kHz to some 0.04 per cent at 20kHz and

the kink in low-level resolution at 20kHz.

However, in this particular application we see its
S/N deteriorate from 97dB to 95dB together with the
leakage of both Fg (44.1kHz) and 2Fg (88.2kHz) sample
tones. These are visible on both 3D and -70dB plots.

This throws up the possibility of digital/analogue
cross-coupling which, in turn, could well be responsible
for the disruption of its low-level frequency response
(red trace). Either way, it’s bad news for sound quality.

SONY COP-312 00B § 9002 FREQENCY RESPONSES o

-ITUDE (0.5aB/Div!

AMPL

The other plots show sample tones, but

the rippled low-level response provides
evidence for unwanted cross-coupling.

SONY CP-3:2 1kHa € -70cB UWDITHERED § DITHERED

AMPLITUDE (0B)

Dither eliminates low-level distortion
but other compromises have released
‘sample tones’ at 44kHz and 88kHz.

High frequency distortion is higher
than stopband images. Note tones at
44kHz and 88kHz.
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and out of earshot, leaving a full but phasey
bass line to sustain the rest of the track.

Yet, compared to others in this test, the
CDP-312 is at least a rousing and energetic
performer, one that’s prepared to jump in at
the deep end and expose much of the music’s
natural dynamics and drama. However, this
is won at the expense of a technicolour
midband, bringing what was described as
“a quacky and plastic kazoo-like coloration”
to what should have been the fulsome and
raspy character of Prokofiev’s brass.

Sibilance, where it occurred, was often
laser-etched in its ferocity, leaving the likes
of Cassandra Wilson sounding as if she were
“frying tonight”. Nevertheless, the CDP-312
could never be described as timid or self-
effacing. It’s a rough diamond, but more

rough than diamond.

Conclusion

By way of conclusion our panel suggested
that the CDP-312 “has all the hallmarks of a
Ratner’s CD player, providing plenty of
injection-moulded glitter at a bargain price”.
It’s certainly a very free-spirited player, albeit
one that’s unable to disguise its budget
heritage as effectively as the classic CDP-311.

O You'llnever have
adull moment with
this lively and
up-front player.

&) Hasallthe
sophisticationofa
hormone-crazed
rhinoceros.

- T ko
 EERTIUT *k k k
| T £156

X Sony UK Ltd, The Heights,
Brooklands, Weybridge,
Surrey KT13 oXW.

2 (01932) 816000

This shows the
impact that small
cuts in price can
have on the
overall calibre of
such affordable
players. But with
the CDP-311 as its
foundation, the
312 always had
an advantage.
Recommended
then, for the
seriously
strapped.



On test: CD Players

TECHNICS SL-PG460A

n the face of it, Technics’

SL-PG460A looks like a

potential bargain. After
all, it’s visually identical to the
SL-PG440A that it replaces (see
issue 124) yet saves you a
tenner into the bargain. The
same chamfered facia design,
comprehensive range of facilities
and posh ‘curvilinear’ remote are
included so there’s been no cost-
cutting in the convenience stakes.

Once again, regular facilities like

play, track skip, program, repeat
and a headphone socket are
offered-up at a finger-friendly angle
while advanced widgets like direct
access, peak search, auto cue and
Technics’ Edit Guide (including tape

Technics

length, side A/B, disc link and time
fade options) are scattered around its
fluorescent display.

The catch? Well, this is where most hi-fi
reviews stop but Choice’s probing begins.
Technics’ has saved a bob or two by trading
Philips’ swing-arm CDMg4 CD transport for the
newer linear-tracking CDM12 mechanism.

More importantly, and following the lead
of both Sony (issue 128) and Philips (issue
124), Technics has condensed the operations
of its servo processor IC, digital signal

processor IC, oversampling filter and
MASH/PWM bitstream DAC onto a single slab
of silicon. This busy little IC is called the
MN662713 — the nearest thing yet to a CD
player-on-a-chip.

Sound Quality

Despite wholesale differences in technology,
the apathetic sound of Technics’ SL-PG460A
was likened to Philips’ CD740. “Same wine”,
they remarked “but a different bottle”. Yet

LAB REPORT

In common with a sample of Technics’ SL-PG440A
(issue 124) this SL-PG460A suffered from momentary
bursts of distortion from transient signals occupying the
top 25dB of its dynamic range. This is probably due to a
spontaneous overflow of the noise-shaping loop yet,
having now seen it twice, it’s a bug in Technics’
mathematics that needs sorting out.

Otherwise the ‘character’ of this new MN662713 chip
is similar to the MN6475 MASH/PWM bitstream DAC
used in the SL-PG340A, *320A and ’420A (issues 128,
112, 107). Same stopband pattern and just-about-16-bit
S/N but worse low-level linearity and LF distortion.

Technics also seems to have cut corners with the
master clock (is this a ceramic resonator | see before
me?), the vast 8o7ppm error equivalent to a +16Hz shift
at 20kHz. Thank goodness there’s no digital output.

 TECHNICS SL-Po460A OdB & -60d3 FAEQUENLY RESPONSES
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|

Mild rippling entirely in line with

SL-PG340, ’320 and ’420 (issues 128,
112, 107) despite new digital I1C’s.
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Below average dynamic range and wave
of requantisation noise is typical of
previous MASH/PWM bitstream players.
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V-shaped stopband images are typical
of the MN6475 oversampling filters in the
new all-in-one MN662713 chip.

this player is rather less sympathetic of vocal
sibilance which it interprets as a slurring
rather than a spittiness. .

Initially, our panel thought its superficially
rhythmic and detailed sound was promising
but they soon became jaded by its flat,
colourless imaging and muted dynamics.
“About as stirring as instant Bisto” remarked
one listener in response to the lethargic
overtones of Prokofiev’s Dance Of The
Knights which now lacked its customary
sense of drama, scale and tonal shading.

This impassive interpretation carried
through to Lyle Lovett where the piano, bass
and drums, rather than sounding in step,
decided to meander off in different directions,
as if the musicians had suddenly lost
concentration. Another safe but thoroughly
unadventurous player that, according to
the panel, is “as risky as bottled shandy on
a stag night”.

Conclusion

At the sharp end of the CD scene, cost and

convenience are king and, if the SL-PG460A is

any guide, they clearly take precedence over

the Holy Grail of gripping sound quality. In

this instance it’s as if Technics has tried for a
very neutral and

VERDICT even-handed

balance. An
option that has
washed the life
and vitality from
its music and
doused the fire
that once burned
so brightly in
memorable
budget wonders
like the Technics
SL-PG200A, a
Best Buy of yore.

) Feature-packed
player that starts
with purpose...

<) ..butneverseemsto
pullitoff. Sadly
characterless.

| SOUND B 8. 8.8 o ¢

[ VALUER & 9.6 ¢

T £160

B Panasonic Consumer
Electronics, Panasonic
House, Willoughby
Road, Bracknell,
Berkshire RG12 8FP.

= (01344) 853943
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CD PLAYERS

Conclusions, best buys and recommendations

i-Fi Choice’s policy of targeting
extremely tight bands of products
gives us a comprehensive ‘feel’ for
performance in key market areas. On this
occasion our blind listeners were very
impressed with at least four of the ten
players. Indeed, the best of this bunch are
more than capable of fronting a very high
quality system. However, the gulf between
the pick of this crop and the best £250
players (issue 137) is still more significant
than the mere fissure that lies between
key £250 players and those at, say, £500.
And the moral of this tale? If you can
scrimp and save that extra £50 then you’ll
be rewarded with a player of far greater

long-term potential. For the sake of
£50, for example, the vivid quality that
captivated us with Pioneer’s PD-S703
escapes the unpredictable PD-S503.

Despite using new and innovative tech-
nology and sounding neither aggressive
nor jumbled the Philips CD740 is too
smooth and ponderous for its own good.
Technics’ SL-PG460A had a similar reac-
tion, a genuine disappointment bearing
in mind former Recommendations and
Best Buys that have been handed down to
the company’s budget players.

Players like the Dual CD1001RC and
JVC XL-V274 provide a marked contrast,
the latter for its ebullient bass and gaudy

Tricks of the trade

ou aren’t supposed to notice it,

but an insidious trend is on the

increase: boosted output levels. If
all CD players adhered to the standard 2V
output then direct A/B comparisons
between different models could easily be
conducted on a fair and level playing field.
Yet in this test, only Sony hit the 2V nail on
the head. And unfortunately once a manu-
facturer decides to squeeze 2.1V or 2.2V
from its player to confer some advantage on
audition, the competition is likely to follow
suit or even up the ante to 2.3V or more.

. Even within this group of ten players, our
tests revealed a massive +3dB gulf between

. the quietest (Dual CD1001R() and loudest

: (NAD 501) players. All else being equal, this

. advantage in level will often be perceived

. as a bigger and bolder sound when you
audition a player.

Choice is the only magazine to conduct
blind listening tests with player outputs
normalised to a fixed level. As a result we
compare genuine rather than artificial

. differences between players, ensuring that
our tests are authoritative, not arbitrary.

musical colour and the former for its
paucity at the bottom end.

Like Dual, NAD is an infrequent guest
at our listening sessions. But this time
round, NAD’s obsession with fuss-free CD
players hasn’t delivered the goods. The
501 is too cautious with dynamics, and
there aren’t any widgets to compensate.

Sony’s CDP-312 is less tidy and refined
than the 501. Yet by balancing a rousing
and overly energetic sound with a wealth
of useful features, an attractive, well-built
chassis and a generous price tag, Sony
earns itself a Recommendation. That said,
the 312is a shadow of the £250 CDP-715
that stormed to a Best Buy in issue 137.

The Denon DCD-615 and Marantz CD-53
won equal marks — and Recommendations
— but for very different reasons. Neither
has any advantage in the features stakes
so your decision must be swayed either by
the composed, detailed and measured per-
formance of the Denon or the warts-and-
all candour of the Marantz. Both are
appealing yet neither is flawless. If the
Denon let its hair down and the Marantz
adopted greater civility, then perhaps we’d
have had three Best Buys on our hands.

Only one of our budget wonders,
Kenwood’s DP-3060, warranted the Best
Buy accolade. Based on the same chip as

Measurement data at a

glance

Denon Dual Jvc Kenwood Marantz
DCD-651 CD1001RC XL-V274 DP-3060 CD-53
20Hz 1kHz 20kHz 1kHz 20kHz 20Hz 1kHz 20kHz 20Hz 1kHz 20kHz 20Hz 1kHz 20kHz
CHANNEL BALANCE 0.10B 0.10B 0.10B 0.40B  0.30B 0.30B 0.10B 0.10B 0.20B 0.00B 0.00B 0.10B 0.00B 0.00B 0.00B
CHANNEL SEPARATION 1350B  121pB 970B 1070B  102pB 84pB 124pB  106DB 780B 106pB  103pB 920B 1550B  1350B 14208
THD vs LEVEL, OoB -1000B  -920B -730B -9508B -890B -780B -1010B  -1080B"  -84DB -1040B  -1020B -750B -1030B  -1050B -750B
3008 -720B_ -700B -650B  -84DB  -690B -660B  -96DB  -83DB -770B -940B _ -810B -690B  -950B  -810B -650B
-60pB  -480B  -470B -5608 -560B  -380B -3708B -590B  -56pB -510B -510B  -47pB -380B -510B  -470B -350B
-80p0B_ -250B -290B -350B  -280B  -180B -170B  -280B -310B -320B -260B -300B -180B -200B -240B -140B
DITHERED, ~ 900B  -14pB _ -200B -250B  -160B -90B -100B -180B  -230B -210B_ -150B  -200B -90B -90B -1508 -508
DITHERED, -1000B -170B -10B -200B -150B N -110B
DITHERED, 1100B -80B No SiGNAL -100B -60B -40B
RESOLUTION @ -600B 0.00B_ 0.00B 0.00B 0.00B 0.00B 0.00B 0.008 0.00B 0.00B_ 0.00B
80pB -0.208B -0.20B -0.10B +0.10B -0.10B -0.10B -0.108B -0.20B -0.10B -0.20B
77 -900B -1.20B -1.60B -0.20B -0.20B -030B -0.30B -0.90B  -1.30B +0.10B -1.10B
- o -1000B -1.30B -0.40B B +2.20B +2.00B 0.00B -0.10B -1.00B -0.40B -0.40B -0.40B
PEAK OUTPUT LEVEL, B 1898V 1.805V - 2121V 2.163V 2.310V
R 1.914V 1.867V 2.156V 2.159V 2.315V
RELATIVE OUTPUT LEVEL B -0.40B -0.70B +0.60B +0.70B +1.30B
OuTPUT IMPEDANCE - 6780HM 1.1KOHM 6770HM 4020HM 2220HM
RADIO FREQUENCY SPURIAE 5MV @27 & 150MHz 20MV BROADBAND 20mV @ 28MHz <1MV BROADBAND 20mV @ 85MHz
1HZ NOISE MODULATION +10.40B +0.50B +7.70B +4.00B +6.60B
CCIRIMD, 00B -9908 N -870B -1030B - -1010B -10208
SUPPRESSION OF STOP-BAND IMD 53.60B 75.808B »1060B 53.90B 54.00B
DE-EMPHASIS ACCURACY, 1kHz -0.10B B 0.00B 0.00B 0.00B -0.208B
5kHz 0.008 ~ 0.008 0.008 0.008 -0.90B
16kHz -0.10B -0.20B -0.10B 0.00B -0.308B
S/NRATIO (A-wTD), WEMP,OLSB 109.00B 121.10B 108.30B 122.00B 124.00B
w/o emp, OLSB 108.90B 121.108B 108.208B 122.00B 123.80B
w/oemp, 1LSB 109.00B 86.60B 107.80B 103.10B 101.60B
DIGITALOUTPUT CoAxIAL == CoAXIAL NONE OPTICAL CoAxIAL B
CRYSTAL CLOCKACCURACY ~ -32pPm B -0.8pPM +116PPM +147pPM -0.4PPM
TRACK ACCESS TIME (99) _ 3sEcs 4SECS 5SECS 3.5s€cs 3secs
SERIALNUMBER 4084502291 B 10448 168V0005 40599055 MZ009331031460
TYPICAL RETAIL PRICE £180 £180 £160 £200 £200
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How to get the most from our lab measurements

Understanding the Frequency
Response plot:

This graph demonstrates the response of
the player at both peak level (odB, black
trace) and at a low level (-60dB, red trace).
Ideally the black and red responses
should match one another. However an
increase in noise or deviation in linearity is
revealed by a change in the smoothness
and extension of the red trace.

This plot demonstrates a rippling in the
low-level response of Sony’s CDP-312.
Ripples in either response may be caused
by the oversampling filter but ‘wobbles’ that
only occur in the red (low-level) trace are
more often caused by unwanted cross-
coupling or an unstable Master Clock.

. Understanding the dithered —

. 70dB/1kHz plot:
Dither is a special type of noise used to
randomise the predictable quantisation

. errors that cause unwanted harmonic

. distortion. Ideally, harmonics are then

: traded for a slight increase in inaudible

. hiss, as our example plot from JVC’s

. XL-V274 clearly shows.

. Look out for any build up of ultrasonic
noise beyond 20kHz. This is a feature of

: many bitstream DACs whose noise-shapers

. are used to re-distribute huge levels of

. re-quantisation noise. Traditional multibit

© DACs are often ‘cleaner’ above 20kHz and,

as a result, often perform more consistently

. when partnered with different amplifiers.

Understanding the 3D Spurious
Output plot:

This shows distortion and sampling images.
An audio frequency sweep (20Hz-20kHz)
reveals continuous changes in performance
rather than at one frequency. Second and
third harmonics may be seen radiating out
to the right of this sweep from the Philips
CDy740. The lower the distortion, the less
obvious these harmonics will appear.

In addition, sampling or stopband images
are seen as whole or partial V-shaped
patterns centred on multiples of the 44.1kHz
sample rate. Higher-order sampling images
can enter the audioband directly, otherwise
they are only indirectly audible via sec-
ondary distortions in the partnering amp.

e — ———
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the Marantz CD-53, it treads a finer line
between sobriety and anarchy. Nothing
at this level is entirely perfect, but the
DP-3060 comes closer than most. It offers
a consistently transparent sound, plenty
of insight and flawless internals (you
wouldn’t believe the untidiness of some
budget players). As if that’s not enough, it
offers a generous assortment of facilities:
this month’s Best Buy is a persuasive
package at a compelling price.

Jewn HEE s
G s 85

The listening day

ach of these CD
players was
auditioned under
strict, blind conditions
at precisely matched
listening levels. This way
the high 2.4-2.6V output
of the Pioneer PD-S503
and NAD 501 could not
secure them any
advantage over the

lower 2.1V of the Philips
CD740 and JVC XL-V274
or the very low 1.8-1.9V
NAD Philips Pioneer Sony Technics output of both the
501 CD740 PD-S503 CDP-312 SL-PG460A Denon DCD-615 and
20Hz 1kHz 20kHz 20Hz 1kHz ~ 20kHz 20Hz 1kHz 20kHz 20Hz 1kHz 20kHz 20Hz 1kHz 20kHz Dual CD1001RC. ]
0.10B__ 0.10B 0.20B 0.1bB__ 0.10B 0.10B__ 0.10B__ 0.10B 0.10B__ 0.10B__ 0.10B 0.1oB__ 0.10B__ 0.1oB___ 0.30B A broad repertoire
980B 940B 91pB 1280B  131pB 1280B 1280B  1120B 91pB 1120B  105pB 790B 900B 8508 690B
-850B  -86DB  -840B  -970B  -950B  -780B  -1020B  -970B _ -840B _ -920B  -950B  -690B  -900B _ -950B _ -780B of vot:al, folk, pop and
-800B  -710B_ -750B  -830B -760B _ -650B _ -910B  -820B  -670B  -910B  -810B _ -680B _ -690B  -770B __ -63DB classical CDs was
4808 -410B___ -470B _ -570B  -54DB  -420B  -560B  -520B  -360B _ -630B  -500B _ -370B _ -350B _ -470B __ -350B i
1708 2108 -220B  240B__ -300B 2108 _ -280B  -300B _ -170B _ -280B  -200B _ -160B _ -110B__ -270B __ -170B auditioned before the
6B -110B _ -90B -160B -220B _ -100B _ -170B_ -200B _ -60B __ -180B__ -180B _ -60B -100B_ -190B _ -80B collective impression of
-90B -1708 -160B -110B -1208
NOSIGNAL -60B -60B -40B -70B tl}e pane'l was entered
-0.10B___ -0.20B 0.00B  0.00B 0.00B___ 0.00B 0.00B__ -0.10B +0.10B__ 0.00B directly into a computer.
-0.50B -2.30B ~-0.10B 0.00B -0.208 -0.308 0.00B -0.40B +0.30B -0.10B o
1408 -2.608 -1.00B__ -0.308 -0.80B__ -1.008 -0308_ -1.308 1208 o108 | Sound, value and swing
+1.20B +2.50B -0.40B___ +0.20B -1.10B__ -0.80B +0.10B__ -1.008 +1.00B_ -2.80B tag ratings were award-
2567V 2111V 2415V 2.006V 2.192V ed_prlor to identities
2.550V 2.089V 2.395V 1.988V 2.165V being revealed.
+2.10B +0.40B +1.6DB 0.00B +0.70B
1000HM 1.0kOHM 1.1KOHM 1.14K0HM 7860HM B As ever, the SyStem
7MV @>100MHz 8MV @ 1MHz 27MV @ 176KHz 13MV @85MHz <IMV BROADBAND included DPA-100S pre
+2.00B +14.90B +6.4DB +1.00B +3.70B
-860B -980B -960B -850B -980B and'power amps plUS‘
54.508 29.308 6.70B 73.808 63.50B Audio Note AN-E (main)
-0.10B -0.20B 0.00B -0.10B -0.10B
0.008 -0.908 0.008 -0.10B +0.30B and REL Stentor (sub)
+0.10B -0.40B -1.30B -0.208 -0.508 speakers. Thanks to Tom
101.008 118308 111.608 102.908 100.808
99.608 118.208 111.608 102.808 100.70B Barron (Gamepath), Alan
97.10B 105.10B 102.408 95308 98.008 Sircom (Choice) and
NONE .= B CoaxiAL None NoNE - NonEe B =
+3.7pPM - +21rPM -19pPM +17.3PPM +807PPM An.dy Whittle (R.ogers)
3.55ECS 2sEcs 3.5sECs 3secs 2sEcs this month’s blind but
E501N11311 4WT009415000618 OE9990003UK 5003931 VT4CA00081
£180 £170 £200 £150 £160 golden-eared panel.
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ONTEST

The cast list

JPW RuBy 1

KEF Q50

MissioN 733

MonITOR Aupio MA 202

MusICAL TECHNOLOGY
KESTREL

PIONEER S4-UK
REGA ELA

£500
£500
£300
£450

£250
PLINTH £30

£250
£500
£320

TANNOY 633

Left yearning for more after
last month’s batch, Paul
Messenger gets stuck into
loudspeakers again.

ollowing on directly from last
F month’s £500-£800 speakers, we’ve

assembled eight models in the
price category immediately below: £250-
£500 to be precise. Six are floorstanders;
two are much smaller ‘bookshelf” models.
This is roughly the same mix as we had
last month, and further confirmation of
how the strong trend towards floor-
standers. Though this might be taken as
an indication of their superiority over the
traditional box-shaped speaker, it is by no
means the case. Like most things in loud-
speaker-land, different approaches have
different ups and downs.

Floorstanders save splashing out on
stands and, on the surface at least, more
cabinet for the money looks like a good
deal — certainly it’s a prettier deal. But
the large internal volume and awkward
shape of the box can prove an embarrass-
ment, while the larger surface area
invites panel resonance problems.

Though the price band isn’t all that
wide, our subjects cover quite a broad

Speakers

range of alternative sizes, finishes, driver
and cabinet configurations. Ironically, the
smallest is also the most expensive — and
the Ruby 1 is from the king of budget
miniatures, JPW. Happily it’s also the
prettiest, and is clearly aimed at the
luxury miniature sector. A metal cone
main driver means that it is competing
with such models as the Acoustic Energy
AE1 and Monitor Audio Studio 5.

At less than half the price, the Musical
Technology Kestrel is the only other all-
metal-diaphragm model on test. This
unusual floorstander comes from a new
company and is full of imaginative
details, at a highly competitive price.

Also at £250, but needing stands,
Pioneer’s S4-UK is aimed primarily at the
audiophile-on-a-budget. First reviewed a
couple of years back, with mixed results,
it gets a return visit after further main
driver refinement.

Mission’s 733 is remarkably large for
a £300 speaker — and remarkably good
looking too. Whether perceived value
translates into top-notch performance is
for the review to establish.

Tannoy’s 633 (£320) looks equally
impressive in value terms, any saving in
the more compact box being justified by
the extra main driver. It’s also the only

Howto understand

the lab tests

very loudspeaker has a distinct
E frequency balance that says much
about how it will sound. This sonic
‘fingerprint’ shows which parts of the audio
range are emphasised and which are short
of relative output level.
To simulate relevant ‘real world’
conditions, the measurements are made
of a stereo pair in the actual (largish) room

in which the listening tests are undertaken,
using a far field technique averaged

across seven microphone positions (after
Colloms). The speakers are sited close
against a rear wall and a metre out into
the room; intermediate positions

normally produce intermediate degrees

of midbass reinforcement.

A flat straight line isn’t expected — the
main room modes create unavoidable ups
and downs at the low frequency end, but
the trace should be as flat and smooth as
possible. Gentle variations are preferable
to sharp discontinuities; prominences tend
to be more irritating than dips; and a
gentle high frequency roll-off usually
sounds perfectly acceptable.

The sensitivity of a loudspeaker is a
guide to how loud that speaker will sound
for a given amplifier volume control setting.
Our deliberately conservative figure is
averaged across the broad midband. A
3dB increase in sensitivity means that
the speakers will sound twice as loud for
the same volume control setting of the
same amplifier.

The snag is the impedance. For the
same volume control setting, a 4 Ohm
loudspeaker will actually be drawing twice
the current (and hence power) as an 8 Ohm
design, so to get its sensitivity in true
electrical energy conversion efficiency
terms you need to subtract 3dB.

sealed-box system in our group, the over-
all configuration looking similar to that
of the Linn Keilidh (last month).

Monitor Audio’s £450 MA202 is rather
larger, with just a single main driver. It’s
a close relative of the 201, substituting a
damped ported floorstanding enclosure
for the latter’s bookshelf box. Both
models recently had hefty price rises.

Rega also has upped the price recently
of the long-established ELA (now £500), at
the same time improving the presenta-
tion of this trendsetting floorstander,
which uses a folded transmission line to
assist bass output of a tiny main driver.

KEF’s £500 Q50 is really two smaller, dif-
ferently sized ported enclosures in one,
the upper section driven by one of the
company’s full range Uni-Q drivers.

Our selection shows considerable
variation in design and configuration;
this is reflected in a range of distinctive
flavours in the art of reproduction.
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Loudspeakers

JPWRuBY 1

PWis the Big Cheese in budget British

hi-fi bookshelf speakers, withawhole

range of highly competitive 7- and

14-litre models to suit every distribution
chain, many with Best Buy and Recommended
flags from previous Choiceencounters.

The Ruby series, however, is something
completely different. This is a collection of four
altogether more upmarket speakers: two stand-
mounts and two floorstanders, priced from £500
up to £1300. The name comes from the colour
applied to the main driver’s metal cone during
surface anodising; the model under scrutiny here
is the smallest of the quartet, the £500 Ruby 1.

That’s a lot of money for a tiny little two-way
speaker, though to be fair there are plenty of
other contenders entered for the best and most
beautiful baby competition, including several

LAB REPORT

The Ruby 1 fits the luxury miniature stereotype pretty
closely. The little peak around 9ooHz perhaps gives JPW a
faint excuse for its 87dB sensitivity claim, but broad-band,
and in relative far-field loudness terms, a lowish 84dB is
much closer to reality. Still, the amplifier load is easy, and
bass extension quite respectable for such a small unit,
registering -7dB at 30Hz in-room, thanks in no small part
to the generous contribution from the 5oHz-tuned port.

Output is just a shade strong here, but the balance is
generally very well behaved, the minor departures from
neutrality being a slight forwardness in the upper mid
(800Hz-1.5kHz), and an early treble roll-off above 10kHz.
Comparison of the room curves implies free-space siting
should give the best balance, though some wall
reinforcement will do little harm.

Room averaged response (free space)
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An unusuallysmooth and well-balanced

trace, punctuated by a little peak centred
on 9ooHz.

Room averaged response (wall mount)
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Not quite as smooth close to the wall,

and a little midbass heavy too, but still
quite acceptable.

Agxodulus of.impedance
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An apparently easy load from the

current demand point of view, but
quite a complex one too.
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examples costing significantly more. Indeed, for
those prepared to forego serious bass slam and
high loudness capabilities, the 7-10 litre miniature
format offers some significant advantages, over
and beyond the obvious aesthetic bonus.

The Ruby 1 may be the smallest and also the
lightest of our test group, but it’s certainly no
featherweight. Feel free to calculate the kilogram-
per-cubic-metre densities from our table if you
like, but | reckon it tops the list in this respect,
which is at least evidence of solid build (as well
as a small enclosed volume, of course).

From the outside the cabinetwork is
outstanding, a top quality real-wood veneer
covering all six faces, with nicely radiused edges
around the baffle and back, and carefully rebated
drivers. Digging beneath the pretty skin reveals a
number of the expected luxury engineering
touches, like the high-power-handling crossover
and heavy duty internal cabling, all solidly hard-
wired. The drivers are both bolted in place too,
albeit with a little slack, and the main driver
magnet is as big as the gomm metal cone —
good for electromagnetic control, less so from
the point of view of occlusion and acoustic
reflection. However, I'm surprised not to find a
cast driver frame (helpful for reducing occlusion,
as well as improving rigidity), and | noted that the
bi-wired crossover network is a pretty complex
affair, which rather goes against current
audiophile trends. The box has chunky 20mm-
thick sides, with just a thick foam lining for
damping. The tweeter used here is a good-
quality 2smm metal dome, and a kosher grille is
supplied for those who don’t want to show off
the shiny red cone and properly veneered baffle
to all and sundry.

Sound Quality

As with so many of this group, the panel
delivered a mixed verdict on the Ruby. Two came
out strongly in favour of its excellent balance and
fine imaging, the other four reacted negatively

to its bass and dynamic limitations.

All speakers represent a mix of compromises
and trade-offs, and those encountered with the
Ruby 1 are hardly unexpected, given past
experience with models adopting similar outline
configurations. Box coloration here is
impressively low — the natural consequence of
there being a relatively small surface area to add
unwanted tonal shadings.

However, the bottom end is never entirely
convincing, less for the lack of weight than for
its rather thumpy, lumpy character, which lacks
drive, consistency and sometimes control. The
smoothness of the overall balance also tends to
highlight the small upper-mid peak (quite
possibly a reflection from the large diameter
magnet), giving a forwardness and explicitness
which some found more welcome than others.
One listener liked the detail projection, another
the extra ‘bite’ on brass instruments — but
others referred to hardness and a rather abrasive
and gritty quality.

Conclusion

Against other all-metal-diaphragm miniatures

(eg Acoustic Energy AE1, Monitor Audio Studio 6),

the Ruby 1 seems a very competitive prospect. In

strict comparison with the other models in this
group review, it

T UTS M coes look rather

¢ Luxury miniature expensive, mind,
has fine overall especially when
:a:aplce and §_°°d the extra cost of

etail projection. .

) Pricey, and can sound add{:g gtooz .
ashade hard. Bass . A
and dynamics not taken into
entirely convincing account. On the

other hand, it’s
the smallest and

|_SOUND R 228 & ¢
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[ £500 prettiest by
X JPW Loudspeakers Ltd, comfortable
Ocean Quay, Richmond margins, two
Walk, Plymouth, Devon important factors
PL14LL. . hasi
@ (01752) 607000 n any purchasing
decision.




Jn test: Loudspeakers

KEFQ50

espite the fact that it has
undergone numerous business
and management changes over
the past few years, KEF has
ensured that its products have maintained
gratifyingly consistent engineering and
presentation. It’s possible therefore to track
back the evolution of this £500 Q50 through
several generations of similar predecessors.
The third model up a four strong range which
alsoincludes the slightly smaller floorstanding
£360Q30 (issue126),it has adriver line-up
quite similar to the large bookshelf size
stand-mount Q6o from three years back (issue
102) — further evidence of the way bookshelf
models are evolvinginto floorstanders.
The Q prefix is important. Theoreticians will
recognise this as the symbol for directivity, and it

LAB REPORT

The Q50 offers decent sensitivity (c88dB/W across the
main midband) alongside a reasonably easy amplifier
load, but sub-40Hz bass extension is relatively limited.

Interestingly, the difference between free space and
close-to-wall siting is much less obvious than usual, but
sadly the balance is altogether too rich in the bass,
whichever position is adopted. Part of the difficulty lies in
the fact that the (very well damped) ports are tuned to
50Hz, coincident with a main room mode, but output in
the 100-200Hz octave is also clearly too strong.

Further up the band the midrange is well balanced if a
little uneven and recessed, while the treble is a little
stronger than average. The overall mid-to-treble section
of the spectrum is pretty well ordered, the slight lack of
output 2-5kHz likely to confer a mildly laid back effect.

Room averaged response (free space)
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Output is clearly too strong in the

upper bass, and slightly so through
the treble too.

Room averaged response (wall mount)
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Close-to-wall siting leaves the whole

bass region several dB ahead of the rest.

Modulus of impedance
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Amplifier current demands are not

excessive and reflex porting system
looks well damped.

is the smooth control over this
factor which is an integral part of
KEF’s Uni-Q driver technology.
Co-axial drivers which place a treble
unit in the middle of the main driver
are not themselves a new idea, but
KEF's application uses a tiny super-
powerful neodymium alloy magnet
to make a tweeter small enough to
fit onto the pole-piece of the main
driver. By working out the
geometry involved, it’s possible

to make the acoustic centres of

the two drivers coincident around
the crossover point, and thereby
achieve an exceptionally smooth
transition between them.

The Uni-Q story is worth telling,
and helps provide some
explanation for a price at the top of
our group range. You get a decent-
size box, and subtle styling which is
unusually demure and self-effacing,
but none of the real wood finish
found on the other five hundred
pounders here. Instead you get a
charcoal grey textured vinyl which
should at least blend in well with

your TV set. The AV link is further
emphasised here by the fitting of magnetically
shielded drivers — but in practice the main
left/right speakers of a hi-fi/AV combination
system really ought to be far enough apart to
leave plenty of room for a TV set in between,
without causing magnetic colour disturbance
even sans shielding. Only dialogue speakers
really need the treatment.

There are two main drivers here, the upper a
full range Uni-Q device, the lower one being used
to augment bass and lower midrange output.
Both have 110mm plastic cones, decent-size
magnets and pressed frames, held in place by
three reasonably tight woodscrews and
disguised beneath plastic trim which renders the
twin moulded frame grilles an aesthetic option.

The floorstanding box, built up from 16mm
chipboard, is actually two separate enclosures
on top of one other. The smaller, upper one is
ported at the front; the larger, lower one is
ported to the rear. Both have thick absorbent
lining. A single terminal pair is tag-connected to
the drivers via a fairly complex crossover.

The moulded plastic plinth looks attractive
enough, but attempting to fit the spikes proved
very tricky, because tightening lock-nut against
washer tends to pull the threaded insert out from
the moulding. Having broken one plinth | took
extra care with its replacement, but still lack
confidence, and wonder whether the moulding
shouldn’t be shaped so that the washer sits flat
against the insert.

Sound Quality

This was the one speaker in the group to receive
a pretty unanimous verdict from the blind
listening tests. Unfortunately for KEF, the thumbs

were all below the horizontal, and some of
them pointed straight down. There was
almost universal criticism of both the quantity
and quality of the bass, and not a lot of
compensating enthusiasm elsewhere.

The somewhat recessed midband actually
sounds quite open and coherent in itself, but the
treble was criticised for a slightly scratchy and
rough quality, all the more noticeable because it
comes through quite strongly too. The seated
panel naturally remained unaware of the Uni-Q
driver’s ability to preserve good consistency
when moving in the soundfield. This is certainly
a worthwhile bonus, but not really adequate
compensation for the limitations elsewhere.

Conclusion

Uni-Q benefits notwithstanding, the Q50 looks

on the pricey side for the package on offer. The

over-rich and heavy balance was a significant
factor in the

| indifferent
() Demurelydiscreet,to  listening test
blend in with your TV. findings, but
Uni-Qdriver gives what might be
good consistency less than ideal
Q) Fatmid and upper for stereo music
bassis better suited
|  toAvapplications replay could
™ SOUND | Y% Wellprove
" VALUE| * Yok highly effective
A £500 with AV
DX KEF Audio (UK) Ltd, programming,
Eccleston Road, where a ripe
Tovil, Maidstone, and fruity bass
Kent ME15 6QP. is generally
o
W forgaalgpases reckoned to give
the best results.
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THE HI-FI LAW OF DIMINISHING RETURNS

Ask a Hi-Fi dealer to upgrade your system, and he’ll sell you ever
more expensive bits of hardware, giving you a constantly changing
sound, new solutions producing more problems which can only be
solved with more expensive equipment. The harder you try, the
more it costs and the less satisfying the results. This is the well
known Hi-Fi law of diminishing returns. We have an alternative:

THE RATA LAW OF INCREASING RETURNS

Why buy new equipment when it makes more sense to realise the
full potential of your existing equipment. Don't replace it, upgrade
it; it's cheaper. Most equipment can be transformed by us for the
cost of a dozen CDs. Magic2 No - logic! To find out how we do it,
ask for our new free Catalogue; it provides discussion, analysis
and a definitive resource of audiophile components and advice on
the art of recreating music in the home.

Russ Andrews
Audiophile Catalogue

Includes :

@ CD Players, Preamplifiers, Disc
Preamplifiers, Power Amplifiers

Loudspeakers
Kimber Kable

Upgrading Services and Guides

Audiophile Kits and Components

Accessories

Reviews

CATALOGUE

Russ Andrews
Edge Bank House, Skelsmergh, Kendal
Westmorland. LA8 9AS

England

Tel: 0539 823247
Fax: 0539 823317

To receive your copy of our new 1994 catalogue and a £5 discount
coupon usable on your first order over £50, just mail, phone or fax the
address above, together with £3 or $5US or your credit card information.




MISSION 733

aving missed the launch of
Mission’s new 73-series of high-
value, vinyl-clad boxes amid the
cacophony of Live 94, | was quite
unaware of the price of this generous
and very attractively presented floorstander.
My first guess was somewhere between £350
and £400, leaving me very impressed to
discoverthat the 733’s asking price is actually
only £300 — a price/bulk ratio which ensures
that it enters the marketplace with awell-
honed competitive edge.
A budget vinyl box it may be, butthe 733
is dramatically better-looking than its Mission
predecessors, and more than a match for
anything around at anywhere near the price.
Much of this is due to the clever way most of
the edges have been rounded off, giving a

LAB REPORT

The combination of only average sensitivity (87dB/W)
and modest bass extension (-6dB at 40-45Hz in room)
is compensated by a load which should make the
amplifier’s life easy — a more than fair exchange.

Close to a wall, the midbass (50-100Hz) is much too
strong, but in free space the 733 balances out pretty well.
The bass region is about 3dB above the broad midband,
true, and the 50Hz room mode (coincident with the port
tuning here) a couple of dB stronger still, which is not
ideal but should be acceptable.

The midband shows a sharp discontinuity at 1.1kHz,
also seen as a blip on the impedance graph, and probably
a function of cone/surround termination. It peaks up a
shade at 1.3kHz before tailing off by about 5dB into a
flat-ish treble, which itself peaks up slightly at 12-14kHz.

Room averaged response (free space)
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Balance works exceedingly well when

clear of walls; note that the glitch at 1.2kHz
coincides with an impedance blip.

Room averaged response (wall mount)
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Bass becomes horrendously heavy if
speaker is placed close to a wall. Good
general control is interrupted 1-3kHz.

Modulus of impedance
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An easy amp load, but note how the small

1.2kHz blip (probably a cone termination
effect) is reflected in the balance traces.

softer somehow friendlier
appearance than that of most
large budget floorstanders.

The other neat styling device
is a plastic sub-baffle, held by
eight tight woodscrews, which
clamps over the main driver to
hold it in place, and also fixes
through the mechanically
decoupled tweeter faceplate,
keeping everything looking very
tidy. A second and more
dramatic moulding adds a very
large port, complete with a built-
in vane which is designed to
minimise turbulence.

The box shape looks sensibly
arranged to provide a decent
stability footprint, with the
drivers well off the deck. And |
was particularly pleased to
discover that Mission has
changed the sockets into which
the spikes are mounted. These
no longer spin in their holes as
soon as one attempts to tighten
the locknuts, which was all too
often the case with earlier

Loudspeakers

Mission floorstanders. The new
ones are not exactly over-engineered, but do at
least feel capable of taking rather more torque
than necessary to remove the skin from rice
pudding, and so should continue to keep the
support stable and secure over the long haul.

The main driver has a 120mm clear plastic
cone, a pressed-steel frame and a decent size
magnet, but the tweeter, known as a 28mm
composite laminated ringdome, seems a rather
feeble affair, mechanically and magnetically.
Acoustically speaking this box is not as big as it
looks, as the lower 30cm or so is blanked off by a
shelf, which also serves to stiffen the four long
panels. My rough calculations give an actual
enclosure volume of less than 2s5litres — less
than Mission’s claimed 35litres and not much
more than a traditional large bookshelf size
model (but avoiding the need for some separate
means of support, of course). One consequence
is that the terminal block is placed a third of the
way up the back, making it that much more
difficult to conceal the wiring.

The box itself is pretty solidly built, with a
further brace between the sides up behind the
main driver, and pretty substantial 1i9mm
chipboard panels throughout. Internal damping
is confined to just a single sheet of foam, lining
the rear panel, and a foam ring around the
outside of the port. A simple three-element
crossover is built into the back of the bi-wire
terminal block.

Sound Quality

Sonically this is a ‘quite’ speaker — it does
everything quite well, though nothing
exceptionally so. Two separate presentations
gave a reasonable degree of overall

consistency, and a generally positive reaction,

albeit with some equivocation.

The bottom end works rather better than
the measurements might suggest, conveying
reasonable impressions of weight and scale.
There’s also a measure of agility, provided the
speaker is kept well clear of walls. This in turn
gives the midband plenty of room to breathe,
bringing both spaciousness and clarity to

voice reproduction.

That said, the upper mid/presence does
sound a bit compressed and shut in, and the
treble is not very nice at all, imposing firm limits
upon the attainable delicacy and transparency.
Dynamics aren’t too exciting either, but the
whole hangs together and times well, even if
it doesn’t sound quite as big as it looks.

Conclusion

Great styling and a very large box for the money

() Abeautifully
presented big box
at a surprisingly
modest price.

Good value.

) Doesn’tsound
asbigasit looks;
treble sounds a
bit tacky.

SOUND **
| VALUE *
144 £300

X Centralforce Ltd,
Stonehill, Huntingdon,
Cambs PE18 6ED

ﬁ = (01480) 451777

[

makes the 733 a

| compelling

showroom
proposition. The
sound may not
quite measure up
to expectations,
especially in the
treble, but it
remains such a
fundamentally
well-balanced and
well-judged all
rounder, at such a
sharp price, that a
Best Buy rating is
appropriate.
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MONITORAUDIO MA202

he decidedly modern MA201 was
included and Recommended inthe
speakertests ofissue135,andit’s
hardly surprising that this £450
MA202 has a lot in common. The business bits
of both are more or less identical, the
differences lying in the boxes which enclose
and support a common baffle/driver array.
Whereas the 201 is a smart bookshelf design,
this larger 202 is a good-size floorstander.
What’s disappointing is that the prices of
each have recently been jacked up by £50,
representing substantial increases of 20 per cent
for the 201 and 12.5 per cent for this 202 —
products which had only been on the market for
about eight months. | can’t believe that someone
pushed the wrong buttons on the calculator
when initial costings were carried out, and those

The similarities between 202 and 201 are strong, but
there are differences nonetheless, the impedance graph
showing subtle changes in the crossover network, and
significantly greater damping in the reflex porting system.

Despite the latter, the in-room balance is dominated
by output from the port (tuned at 40-50Hz), while upper
bass/lower mid output is distinctly lacking irrespective of
siting. Free space looks the better option here, but there
seems little likelihood of achieving ideal bass alignment.
The upper mid is rather forward, but well maintained to
above 2kHz, prior to a rather conservative relative treble
level with a smooth and well-extended characteristic.
The net result is unlikely to score highly for neutrality.

Sensitivity is a decent 88dB/W, the amplifier load is
easy, and there’s reasonable bass extension.

Room averaged response (free space)
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Bass and treble are a bit detached

but the forward midband shows good
coherence up to 2kHz+.

Room averaged response (wall mount)
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Close-to-wall siting leaves the bass
bump even more exposed than free
space positioning.

Modulus of impedance
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An easy amplifier load with a well-

damped ported system, but note the
odd midband glitches.

LAB REPORT |

percentage increases are way
over inflation. Could this be
anotherexample of launching
at a price low enough to garner
a collection of favourable
reviews, then cashing in with a
price rise? At £300 the 201
would have struggled to reach
Recommendation.

Initial impressions were
that the 202 wouldn’t find it
easy to justify £450 either. It is
the biggest and heaviest in the
group, which goes some way
down the road, but there’s just
the one main driver, and the
finish is resolutely woodgrain
vinyl, even though a decent
example of the breed. Styling
is traditional with sharp box
edges, and everything feels
very solidly built. Some gilt
styling embellishments add a
touch of je ne sais quoi, and
high-tech plastic moulding
technigues are an integral part
of the important bits.

The baffle is made from
structural plastics, while the
main driver also uses a

substantial moulded plastics

frame, along with a big magnet and 115mm
doped paper cone. A ‘plastic bullet’ extension
to the central pole-piece provides some phase
compensation effect at the top of its working
range. The tweeter is one of MA’s classy gold-
anodised alloy domes, well protected under a
gilt mesh. Both driver frames fit flush with the
front, held by tight, coarse-pitch screws.

The box is built from substantial 20mm
chipboard, with a generous port down low at
the rear. Inexplicably, the bi-wire terminal block
is quite high up on the back, ensuring that
trailing loudspeaker cables will be well and truly
visible. The interior of the cabinet is left almost
entirely undamped, apart from a sheet of BAF-
type wadding and another of foam, which sit
over the large ventilation holes in the uppermost
of two hefty cabinet braces. This interposes a
considerable acoustic resistance between the
upper cavity and the lower ported two-thirds,
heavily damping the reflex operation.

The whole thing is built onto an integral
MDF plinth, and proper gripping screw inserts
are fitted from above, ensuring the spikes may
be fitted really tightly without problems (and
re-tightened occasionally, as the MDF has a
tendency to compress under load).

Sound Quality

Somewhat paradoxically after the slightly
disappointing results from the 201, the 202 fared
well in the listening tests, less through the
overwhelming enthusiasm of any particular
panelists, more from a near consensus that this
was one of the better all-rounders, thanks to

good vocal projection, a decent sense of scale
and some dynamic verisimilitude. “Easy to listen
to for long periods”, as one panelist put it.

The down side is a rather ‘thrummy’ bass
character — good scale, yes, but also a tad slow
and slightly ‘one-note’ in character. Then there’s
the top end, which is just a little shut in, while
the treble proper is clean and sweet, if a little
exposed. To some extent it’s a matter of balance,
inasmuch as the bass and treble don’t quite
match the unusually informative midband. Since
the latter is a little projected it dominates the
attention, leaving the extremes to enhance the
overall presentation.

Conclusion

Id almost talked myself out of Recommending

the 202, largely through irritation with the recent
price rise. But if

material value is
() Easy listening unexceptional,

‘ floorstander has the sound is
generous scale and sufficiently
attr.actl've vocal ingratiating to
projection. carry the da

) Not the most neutral Y F
around:basshasone- INat the midband
note tendency; midis  is essentially

‘ projected. Pricey. coherent right up

to the far side of
2kHz is, | suspect,
an important
factor contributing
to its unusually
believable vocal
rendition.

SOUND R.8.8.8.8.¢
[ VALUER 8 .2.9 0 4
L0 £450
DX MonitorAudio Ltd, Unit
34, Clifton Road,
Cambridge CB1 4ZW.
2 (01223) 242898
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Loudspeakers

MuUSICAL TECHNOLOGY KESTREL

efore receiving the Kestrels I'd
never heard of Musical Technology.
Thatisn’t too surprising, though, as
the company was only founded in
September 1994. The literature that comes
with the speakersis well written and well
presented, giving an impressive pedigree for
the two principals involved and some serious
background information on the speaker itself.
Clive Gibsonhas spent 15 years in speaker
design, most recently with TDL (one reason why
both the £250 Kestrel and the £1400 Eagle are
floorstanders); partner Martin Nobbs spent a
similar stretch at the BBC. The two models, with
their vastly different prices, define the extremes
of MT’s immediate aspirations, and a Harrier is
imminent (followed presumably by Peregrines,
Goshawks and the like in due course).

" LAB REPORT |

Low sensitivity is the most obvious characteristic of the
Kestrel. One logical consequence of the small main driver
and enclosure is an 84dB rating, 3dB below average but
happily uncompromised by the impedance characteristic.

Bass extension is hardly spectacular, but is actually a
touch better than the group average. This is partly
because of the rather over-enthusiastic output at 50Hz,
which, in turn, is mostly down to the port. Positioning is
therefore difficult, wall reinforcement usefully assisting
the upper bass but exaggerating 50Hz still further,
whereas free space leaves the upper bass rather lean.

The broad midband balance is smooth and even,
especially 150Hz-1.5kHz, and the treble looks smooth and
very well judged. Not unusually, the presence region is
the main problem area, with a 5dB notch 1.5-3kHz.

Room averaged response (free space)
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Overall balance is pretty smooth through
the midband, but 50Hz is rather prominent

and 1.5-3kHz recessed.

Room averaged response (wall mount)
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Close-to-wall siting, as recommended

by the manufacturer, fills the upper bass
nicely but exposes 50Hz at +8dB.

Modulus of impedance
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Amplifier current demands look fairly

modest, but the trace indicates a complex
crossover network.

To build a compact floorstander to sell at
under £250 is not bad going in itself, but to
create one that looks as interesting as this,
and has as many classy extra ingredients, is a
thoroughly impressive achievement. Check
out the real-wood top surface with its heavily
bevelled edges, the metal-cone main driver
and dome tweeter.

In terms of both enclosed volume and
main driver diameter, the Kestrel is one of
the smallest floorstanders around. The most
obvious commercial reference points are
perhaps the Royd Minstrel or Rega ELS8,
though it’s equally valid to regard the
Kestrel as a near-miniature which doesn’t
need a couple of chunks of ironmongery.

Somewhat reminiscent of a cute variation
on the Tannoy Sixes theme, the enclosure is
actually a pentagon in cross section. Its very
compact dimensions and attractively finished
top-plate make it a very attractive speaker.
The advantage of a semi-regular shape such
as this over a conventional rectangular
section box is that internal reflections are
better dispersed, while non-parallel faces
help avoid focusing internal standing waves.

Creative detailengineering is very much in
evidence. The top section of the enclosure is
quite heavily damped, by foam and fibre

lining, ensuring some resistive decoupling

from the undamped section extending from the
large front port downwards. Internal wiring is
enamelled solid-core, fed from a single and
slightly vulnerable looking terminal pair sticking
out the back apex, low down near the floor.

The chunky 15mm MDF box panels are
finished in black vinyl wood print, with imitation
burr walnut a straight option, or real wood
throughout at a hefty premium. The drivers,
fixed by well-tightened woodscrews, comprise
a good quality 2smm metal dome tweeter with
protective phase compensator, and a main driver
with a pressed frame (complete with little foam
pads on the inside of the frame), a small double
magnet (conferring some magnetic shielding)
and a gomm aluminium cone which is
significantly more flexible than others I've
encountered.

Build seemed generally very good apart from
one or two detail teething problems: the stand
plate took a while to fit, and the grille frames
quickly disintegrated. (A properly engineered
grille should be ready by the time this appears in
print, I'm informed.) A heavy metal plate @ £30
optional extra) provides secure spike fixing but
not a particularly generous footprint.

Sound Quality

On a majority verdict the panel voted in favour of
the Kestrel, two members recording very positive
first reactions: “lively and interesting” and
“engages the senses immediately”. Limited bass
extension and power does leave the sound a bit
short of scale, but what there is seems well timed
and articulate, driving the music rather than
booming along in its wake.

The midband is open, clear and coherent,
with plenty of detail and good instrumental
separation, but the presence dip does detract
from the overall openness, leaving everything a
little shut in and conservative — not necessarily
such a bad thing for a speaker likely to partner
all manner of budget amplification.

The narrow and carefully shaped enclosure
certainly helps minimise boxy effects, but several
panelists commented on rather flat and
uninspiring dynamics, and two complained of a
slightly ‘spitchy’ treble.

Conclusion

The use of all-metal diaphragms is no automatic
guarantee of high quality. Like everything in
loudspeaker-land, there are positives and
negatives at work, and the trick of a successful
design is to accentuate the former while

disguising the
ERDIC] : latter. This
r () Clever packagelooks the Kestrel
good and soundsboth  accomplishes
}‘ smooth and agileata  (ather
i modest price. fully. i
s ) Limited scale and fnug;:flsns Zn?él?sa
‘ volume; dynamically s
iw hallenged and well-thought-
SOUND | % outoverall
| VALUE| *  Package that
Jrdd £250 deserves
‘} BR Musical Technology, Best Buy
| Unitao, Howard Industrial  recognition for
Estate, Chilton Road, bringing the
| Chesham, Bucks metal diaphragm
| HPs5 2AU. .
entry price

= (01494) 793137 h
crashing down.
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the Arcam Delta 290 amplifier and the new Delta 290P power amplifier

Close your eyes and see how a 75 watts per channel amplifier with

"

"real clout" can, at the same time, be "subtle and intriguing." For this is
how Audiophile magazine regards Arcam’s Delta 290 amplifier. Discover
why the 290 is one of “Britain’s Top Ten Best selling amplifiers” with a
"weighty, well-judged, detailed sound,” (in What Hi-Fi’s? view). Prove
to yourself that “amplifiers of this calibre are certainly uncommon,” as
Hi-Fi Choice sees it. Finally, realise why Corey Greenberg of
Stereophile magazine gushes “In the truest testimony to its easy

superiority, the Arcam was the one I chose to listen to when [ just

wanted to listen to my fave recordings at night before [ laid me down to

modes (for bi-amping), the 290P gives any hi-fi or audio video system a
whole new outlook, outperforming other power amplifiers costing twice
as much.

Finally, put the 290 and 290P together, along with a pair of bi-
wireable loudspeakers. Leave the 290 connected to the speakers’ treble
drivers and connect the 290P to the bass units. Now, play your favourite
music; though you might have heard the .
epithet "working in perfect harmony"
before...now you'll understand it.

Just listen.  Simply sample the

dard with the Delta 290.)

L

sleep. To me, thatsez itall.” (Now that’s really closing your eyes and
seeing...)-Stereophile, July, 1994, Vol.17, No.7.

Next, witness the latest addition to the Arcam family, the Delta 290

experience that is the Delta 290 and 290P o

own is now supplied as

o

amplifiers. o
Just close your eyes, open your mind,

power amplifier. Capable of operating in both stereo and dual-mono and see the light.

(The Handi-Remote s

ARCAM

For more information on the Delta 290 and 290P or other Arcam products, complete the coupon and post it to:
Arcam, Pembroke Avenue, Waterbeach, Cambridge CB5 9PB, England. Or telephone: (01223) 440964 (24 hours) Fax: (01223) 863384

Please send me informnation on:

Arcam Delta 2901 Arcam Delta 290P 1 Other Arcam amplifiers 1 Arcam CD players and DACs U
Arcam tuners 1 Arcam Dolby S Cassette Deck 1 Arcam speakersl] AudioQuest cable 0

Tick here if you already own an Arcam Delta 290 Q

Address - — - Postcode — - __________

In Australia: Stolmack Audio Pty. Ltd., P.O. Box 139, St. Ives, N.S.W., 2075. Tel: 02 440 8755. Fax: 02 440 8441. In Canada: Emerald Audio Resources, Sussex P.O. Box 19016, 720
Spadina Avenue, Suite 100A, Toronto, Ontario, M3 C9. Tel: (416) 396 76357. Fax: (4+16) 596 7171. In New Zealand: Avalon Audio, 587 Mount Eden Rd., Auckland. Tel: (09) 369 9000.
Fax: (09) 638 8888. In South Africa: Hi-Fi Specialists, Durban Road 153, Bellville. 7535. Tel: (021) 946 1441. Fax: (021) 946 4364. In USA: Audio Influx Corporation, .O. Box 381,
Highland Lakes, NJ 07422. Tel : (201) 764-8958. Fax: (201) 764-8479.
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Loudspeakers

PIONEER S-4UK

Vit A
CZZ77 77 )

o all outward intents and purposes,
there’s no apparent difference
between the S-4UK reviewed a year
ortwo back (issue 122), and these
new samples of what purports to be the same

All too often marketing-led companies — and
an operation the size of Pioneer must certainly
be that — seem toindulge in change for
change’s sake, in the rather cynical but
regularly justified assumption that a bit of
hype is always worth having.

Loudspeakers are perverse and complex
affairs, though, and getting a good result while
changing several variables at once is a tricky
task. It is therefore rather gratifying to find
Pioneer simply adding a little refinement and
development to a brew which was already well

LAB REPORT

The main problem with the original S-4UK was a dramatic
output plateau in the upper midband. That forwardness
(900Hz-1.6kHz) still remains, but the relative output in the
preceding two octaves is now 2-3dB stronger, so the
plateau is altogether less obviously exposed than before.
It remains an obvious feature, as does the very limited
sub-50Hz bass output, the port here tuned to a highish
60Hz, sacrificing extension but exerting more control over
the natural 70Hz driver/box resonance. 88dB sensitivity
alongside an easy-to-drive load is a further bonus.
Comparing the room curves suggests placement
about 1-2ft from the wall is likely to give the best overall
bass alignment. Note also that output falls 4dB between
1.5 and 2kHz, which will help avoid aggressive effects
but also leave the sound a little ‘shut in”.

Room averaged response (free space)

A A PN VA V2N
Y

sdn} /w‘\-f VX
j\/

20 50 100 200 500 1k 2k
Hz

WANINEELN

sk 10k 20k

Compare current version (solid) with the

dotted trace (issue 122), and note how the
balance has been flattened out.

Room averaged response (wall mount)
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Some wall reinforcement could be helpful
here, but don’t overdo it. Balance is very
reminiscent of typical miniature speakers.

Mogylus ofjmpedance
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An easy amplifier load, the lively port here

is tuned to a highish 6oHz.

loudspeaker. Which is perhaps as it should be.

down the road
to offering
something
special, even if
our original
samples did fall
short in certain
important
respects.

The S-4UK
is already
something of a
peculiarity in
Pioneer’s world
marketing
strategies. Built
in Spain but
obviously
conceived as an
audiophile
speaker to
partner the

successful UK-

oriented A-400 series of amps, it has done less
well than hoped over here — but a Japanese-
made version has become a stonking success
back in Tokyo, doing much to create a new-to-
Japan ‘budget audiophile’ trend. And having
heard (and measured) the modification which
has been incorporated in production of its quite
unusual main driver since May 1994, it was clear
that a return visit was necessary.

In every other respect the mixture is as
before, the S-4UK being a discreet and
somewhat nondescript medium bookshelf size
box, a little narrower than it is deep, that uses the
almost ubiquitous two-drivers-plus-port
arrangement. As before the crossover is ultra-
simple — just a single capacitor protecting the
26mm fabric dome tweeter from bass overload.
The main driver has a very light 100mm paper
cone with good size magnet and pressed steel
frame, and is tightly bolted in place.

Apart from nice chamfering around the baffle
edge, plus careful rebating of the driver frames
into the baffle surface, all is very plain, vinyl
wrapped outside, and lightly — but painstakingly
— damped inside. There’s a sheet of light BAF-
type wadding covering the back panel, a thick
woolly mat over two-thirds of the base, and a
little thin felting over part of the port inside —
clearly the work of an obsessional! The box itself
is built from 19mm chipboard, and a single pair of
gilt terminals adorn the rear.

Sound Quality

I’m a little ashamed to admit | got it completely
wrong in the blind tests; fortunately the majority
of the panel overruled me, correctly pointing out
what a nice little speaker this has become. |
know that now because | get to play with the
speakers for several days after the formal
listening sessions, which gives the underlying
qualities of a speaker much more time to seep
into the subconscious, and under this regime the
S-4UK really did get under my skin.

It’s still flawed cosmetically, with some mid
forwardness prior to a shut-in treble. This isn’t
immediately appealing but might well help put
an acceptable face on budget CD and amplifier
signals. Itis also unable to deliver serious bass
slam or high levels. But within such constraints
the sound is attractive — lively and full of detail,
delivering fine musical tension across a broad
and coherent midband. A little of the over-lean
and forward character of the original is retained,
but the latter’s more unpleasant consequences
have been most effectively tamed.

Conclusion
It only goes to show how finely balanced a
speaker design can be. The original S-4UK was a
disappointment when launched eighteen months
ago, but a small change to the main driver finds it
vying for inclusion in the Best Buy lists. It’s a
great enthusiast’s speaker — though Pioneer is
by far the biggest company represented here —
and shows just how good a bookshelf shape/
size model can sound against the floorstanders
in terms of midband delicacy and brio.

Above all, it avoids the thick’n’heavy trap
that afflicts so many larger bookshelf models.

The Pioneer has

PR TTS M o the charm of

() Communicativeand  the best selling
agile; highlightsthe  7litre babies, but
:d"il'(“:‘aglfe: of th: with altogether

ookshelf format. :

) Trebleshutin,bass Efiz tf;;:gigtlif/ S|E
and volume both . ELIVE
limited. Nondescript  Ultimately, it
presentation. remains a little on

the expensive
side for Best

Buy status
considering the
ingredients, but a
Recommendation
is quite clearly
appropriate.

| _SOUND B 8 ¢ 8 2 ¢
| VALUE R 2.8 8.9 ¢
2109 £250
DX Pioneer High Fidelity
(GB) Ltd, Pioneer House,
Hollybush Hill, Stoke
Poges, Slough SL2 4PQ.
2 (01753) 789789
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st: Loudspeakers

REGAELA

ega’s ELA speaker dates back to

1989 and was already well

established at the time of our

original review nearly three years
ago (issue 110). With changing trends in
loudspeaker design, the wisdom of hindsight
shows clearly what animportant trendsetter
this compact floorstander has been.

Knowing that there had been some interim
driver changes, and having rediscovered how
good that original (sub-£500) model could sound
against the nine £500-£800 models covered last
month, | was already keen to undertake a repeat
review. The discovery that a new-look £LA was
about to be launched was a perfect excuse. If
only I’d anticipated the saga that developed...

The new version now costs £500, for the very
good reason that it’s a much prettier looking

LAB REPORT

Despite the main driver change, the current ELA is very
similar indeed to its predecessor — a shade lighter in the
bass but a smoother and flatter through the midband and
much more so through the treble (with the right tweeter).

Clearly intended for close-to-wall siting, even here the
averaged bass/lower mid output is about 4dB light below
250Hz. The plus side is an exceptionally smooth and well
ordered midband and treble, with seamless integration
and fine top end extension.

Sensitivity is a reasonable 87dB, given the easy
amplifier load, but the little main driver inevitably limits
the amount of bass extension and weight available, even
with transmission line assistance. The slight peak around
50Hz helps provide extension down to 40Hz, but there’s
little output in the bottom octave.

Room averaged response (free space)
|
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The ELA is far too bass light away

from walls but the midband and treble are
very well balanced and integrated.

Room averaged response (wall mount)
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Close to a wall the balance remains a little
bass light. Dotted HF trace shows the

XEL tweeter originally fitted in error.
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Despite the complex interaction of

line and driver, this is a very easy load
for the amplifier.
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package, finished in either
black ash or sustainably
harvested rosewood veneer.
The original ELA had its own
form-follows-function
asceticism, but the positive
reaction to its upmarket XEL
taught Rega that customers
were happy to pay a premium
for classy presentation — and
preferred that class to take a
fairly traditional form. The
clever wire-frame grille is
retained for cost reasons, but
the neatly foolproof tripod
frame base is replaced by a
more conventional (and stable)
quadruped arrangement, two
metal rails providing a secure
platform for rather thin spikes.
The new baffle is a beefed-up
two-section EXL-style affair with
elegant chamfering.

The front panel leans
backwards a few degrees, and
the enclosure is subdivided
(and stiffened) by an internal
panel which creates a
transmission line loading for
the main driver — a long,

folded, tuned column

terminated in a large port at top rear, and
internally damped by carefully placed long-haired
wool. The main driver is similar to that used in
Rega’s other models, with a classy cast frame
and small gomm paper cone. The tweeter has a
19mm fabric dome, and both drivers are securely
mounted to the thick baffle, then hard-wired to a
minimalist crossover and single terminal pair
mounted conveniently close to the floor.

Rega rushed me the new ELA just in time for
inclusion, but | became suspicious that they
sounded (and measured) significantly brighter
than before — altogether too bright, in fact: an
observation amply confirmed by the listening
tests. The penny dropped a day or two later
when | noticed that the treble section of the ELA’s
pen charts exactly matched those of the XEL
(issue 132). Someone had fitted the wrong
tweeters — or as it turned out, the tweeter
manufacturer had mislabelled a complete batch.
The aberrant drivers were immediately changed,
but only after the blind listening day had passed.

Sound Quality
Despite losing marks because the ‘wrong’
tweeters only tended to emphasise the rather
lightweight bass, one panelist being particularly
critical, the ELA still won plenty of praise for its
unusually lively, coherent and open midband, its
fine overall agility and entertaining dynamics.
Fitting the correct tweeters markedly
improved the overall coherence at the top end,
though this part of the spectrum is still a shade
obvious — this version of the tweeter sounding
perhaps a little less sweet than the XEL’s. The

overall lack of weight remains the most
significant compromise in this design, a fact
which might be less obvious in a smaller room.
At the same time the freedom from heavy,
thickening effects is its own reward: the sound
remains determinedly lightweight, but the
information content and communication
thereof is invariably high class.

Conclusion
Although the tweeter shenanigans mucked up
the listening test findings, and the overall sound
will always be a little too lean and bright for
some tastes, the £LA is undoubtedly an
exceptional speaker for the price. The latest
incarnation is prettier and smoother than its
predecessors, and its superb midband
communication skills would seem more than
fair compensation

I T for the lack of
() Finecommunicator weight. Assuming

with an openand the Goods Inward

coherent midband; and QC blunders
ood looking too. :
(v fightweightg balance \;Vs::r;?{;;o:?,t::n
can sound a bit spitty . ’
and lacks bass obvious Best Buy
power; not for in the right system
Techno freaks. context, but is
ST 4 % %K%  probably better
EER7UTH %% %% % suitedtoan

T £500
DX Rega Research Ltd,
119 Park Street, Westcliffe
on Sea, Essex SSo 7PD.
= (01702) 333071

average size than
a large room, and
should certainly
be auditioned
prior to purchase.




TANNOY 633

annoy’s new popularly priced Profile

range comprises all 63-somethings,

and this £320 offering — the least

expensive of four floorstanding
models — occupies the third rung on the
ladder. It actually uses the same cabinet as the
f£100 more expensive 636, but has a
conventional tweeter alongside two main
drivers, whereas the 636 uses one of Tannoy’s
dual-concentric full range drivers alongside a
conventional bass/mid unit.

All of which suggests that the 633 could be
quite a bargain. There aren’t too many sub-£350
floorstanding loudspeakers around, and even
fewer (if any) use an extra main driver to
reinforce the bass output. It’s certainly unusual
among today’s designs — indeed unique in this
group of eight — in employing sealed-box

LAB REPORT |

Despite the twin drivers, sensitivity is a shade below the
group average, and the load makes quite heavy current
demands too. The payoffis in exceptional bass extension
for such a compact speaker: 20Hz in-room output is more
than 10dB better than for the rest of the group.

Close-to-wall siting looks entirely inappropriate here,
not only because mid-bass reinforcement is actually
undesirable with this design, but also because the wide
dispersion of the Profile cabinet shape increases the
influence of midband reflection and interference from a
wall close behind, as seen in the appropriate graph.

Placed well clear of walls, the overall balance is
exceptionally good (#4dB 50Hz-15kHz in-room), but the
critical upper midband is rather uneven and recessed, and
the ultimate treble roll-off a little premature.

Room averaged response (free space)
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Exceptionally well controlled overall
balance with fine bass extension, but

uneven upper midband.

Room averaged response (wall mount)
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Close-to-wall siting over-emphasises the

bass region and leads to considerable
midband unevenness too.
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The Tannoy makes quite heavy current

demands, but the single ~55Hz bass
resonance is relatively easy to drive.

loading, as distinct from the
almost ubiquitous reflex port.
The most interesting point of
reference is the Linn Keilidh,
covered in last month’s test,
which uses the same bass
loading and a very similar
driver configuration.

Although stereotyping
speaker ingredients has
always been a dodgy business,
there’s no denying that a
sealed box is qualitatively
different from a ported
enclosure, and in my opinion it
is probably somewhat superior
overall, largely on grounds of
simplicity. The need for the
sealed box’s inherent
subsonic stability may have
diminished with the decline of
vinyldisc’s pre-eminence, but
its single resonance is always
likely to be less intrusive than
the double (or more) of the
ported system, and easier for
the amplifier to drive, too.

The box follows Tannoy’s
clever Profile approach, itself a

logical development of the
successful Sixes models. Plastic moulded bases
and top sections are joined by a wrap formed by
the cabinet sides, while a central vertical strut
adds further stiffening.

The irregular shaping of the top and
base of the cabinet has several advantages,
the post-formed baffle edges promoting good
lateral dispersion while the varying width will
help de-focus internal standing waves. The
Profile’s extra depth over the Sixes improves
the basic footprint stability.

The box here is a continuous sealed cavity
built up from 16mm vinyl woodprint chipboard,
the lower section in particular being pretty well
stuffed with wadding. The two similar main
drivers are mounted above and below a rather
low-set tweeter; the upper one, which works right
up to the tweeter crossover point, has a hard
dome-shaped dust cover. Both are fixed by six
fairly tight but coarse woodscrews, their magnets
pressed up against the internal strut via a chunk
of lossy gunk. Both have pressed frames, modest
magnets and 120mm plastic cones, while the
tweeter is Tannoy’s own 24mm metal dome
device, with a removable mesh cover.

The base moulding is a versatile affair,
combining threaded inserts which proved
adequate enough for spike fixing with bridgeable
bi-wire terminals. An open compartment set into
the base may be filled with lead shot and/or
sand to mass-load the bottom of the speaker
and so improve stability, a small separate
panel being supplied to cover this; while the
crossover network itself is mounted on the
inside. A moulded frame grille covers everything
neatly and unobtrusively if desired.

Sound Quality

The Tannoy was another speaker to polarise the
opinions of the panelists, which is not all that
surprising in view of its balance differences from
the norm. Those seeking killer bass at a bargain
price need look no further: even without mass
loading, the 633 delivers extension, control and
speed well ahead of its rivals.

The down side is a midband which is
altogether less than the best, with a degree of
unevenness which inevitably creates coloration
and ‘shut in’ effects. Treble is a little too strong at
the lower end and rather lacking at the top.
Dynamics seem just a little grey, but good overall
coherence ensures fine intelligibility, which is fair
compensation for the cosmetic shortcomings.

Conclusion
Good looking and very competitively priced, the
633 differs from
the rest of the
Slammin’ bass that group, offering
gives fi.ne ul!imate bass drive and
ex.tensmn thout coherence which
midbass boom. .

) Midbandisabitshut IS well ahead of
in and coloured, the pack, at the
lacking transparency; expense of a
modest sensitivity midband which

falls somewhat
short. To describe
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Ed £320 it as a Linn Keilidh
X Tannoy Ltd, Rosehall on the cheap isn't
'C”d"tf"(:’ES;‘;te'th v really fair to either
oatbridge, Strathclyde
MLs 4TF, product, but the

similarities are too

= (01236) 420199 )
close to ignore.
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LOUDSPEAKERS

Conclusions, Best Buys and Recommendations

T he eight selected models, all priced
between £250 and £500, provide a
fascinating microcosm of the wide
range of choices available to the speaker
designer or purchaser, as well as an
intriguing contrast with the £500-£800
group tested last month.

Judging by the reactions of the panel,
this was an unusually good selection, giv-
ing away little, if anything, to the more
expensive earlier group on sheer sound
quality — even though luxury touches
were thin on the ground and the perfor-
mance envelopes a little more restricted.

Only the Rega uses a cast-frame main
driver, though Monitor Audio’s injection
moulded frame is equally noteworthy;
and only Rega and JPW use wood veneer
as standard, unless you count the top of

Royd’s £289
Minstrel — a value-
packed alternative

The best of the rest

the Musical Technology Kestrel (which also
has a pricey full-veneer option).

In a couple of respects these cheaper
models were actually superior to last
month’s group. Only the KEF Q50 suffered
an uncomfortable degree of mid-bass
excess, a problem that regularly hampers
larger floorstanders.

The KEF was also the only floorstander
that gave grief when I attempted to
secure the spikes, though I felt nervous
with the Tannoy as well. This has been a
problem with every other example I've
encountered since compact floorstanders
started becoming fashionable, mostly
because it’s awkward to arrange a metal/
chipboard or metal/plastic interface
capable of handling serious torque.

Here the Rega and Musical Technology

ore than twenty £250-£500 Best
Buy and Recommended models
of various shapes and sizes are

currently listed in our Directory, though the
availability of some may be limited, and it
has to be said that some might not have
made it against this latest crop.

The smallest include expensive, luxury
sub-miniatures like the Harbeth HL-P3
(£479), and the JRT AD1 Micro (£389).
Classy bookshelf-size stand-mounts include
the Arcam Delta 2 (£300), Castle Durham
900 (£280), Epos ES11 (£385), Heybrook
Trio (£359), Kenwood LS-770G (£260),
Monitor Audio MA201 (now £300), NVA
Cube 2 (£480), and Bose 305 (£430).

Floorstanders start with the compact
Royd Minstrel (£289) and Rega EL8 (£298);
bigger boxes include the Celestion 15
(£389), Mission 752 (£500), Origin Live
OL2A (£469) and TDL RTL3 (£400).

Measurement data at a glance

(with baseplate) both have metal/metal
spike interfaces, which are entirely
trouble free. I've had difficulties in the
past with both Mission and Monitor
Audio models, so it’s pleasing to report
that both the 733 and MA202 have new,
more effective socket arrangements.

The other obvious piece of good news
is the arrival of a new British company
with an exceptionally interesting first
product. The Musical Technology Kestrel is
stuffed with clever ideas, and the price
should be held for the foreseeable future.
This looks like a company to watch.

Comparing and contrasting different
designs is, for me, always the most
interesting part of these tests, especially
now that our price bands are tighter. By
applying various different criteria to the
group, it is often possible to draw valid
cause and effect relationships; or, alterna-
tively, make rash generalisations.

Take main-driver cone material, often
used by saloon-bar pundits to characterise
the sound of a speaker. The JPW and MT
both use metal, albeit of rather different
thickness; Mission, Tannoy and KEF have
plastic cones, while MA, Pioneer and Rega
opt for traditional paper.

The subjective findings did tend to
reinforce stereotypes: metals were crisp,
clear and precise, but dynamically sus-
pect; papers lively but a little untidy with
it; plastics controlled but a little shut in.
Certainly there are grounds for assuming
that cone material plays a part, but other
factors could also be responsible.

The two metal-cone speakers were
also the two least-sensitive models in our
group, which might well be a clue to their
dynamic limitations. But they were also
among those using the most complex
crossovers, the additional equalisation

JPW Rusy 1 KEF Q50 Mission 733 MA 202 Mus TeECH KESTREL
Size (HxWxD) 32x19x21cm 84X19x28cm 86x20.5x31cm 89.5x22x28cm 80x20x19cm
WEIGHT 5.5KG 12Kk6 12k6 15KG 9KG
RECOMMENDED AMP POWER (WPC) 20-70W 15-120W 15-100W 15-100W 25-70W
RECOMMENDED PLACEMENT 1-2FT FROM WALL CLEAR OF WALLS CLEAR OF WALLS 1-2FT FROM WALL ~1FT FROM WALL
IN ROOM AV RESP LIMITS 50Hz-10kHz +5DB +6DB +5pB +7DB +6DB
IN ROOM/SPACE LF ROLL-OFF (-6DB REF MID) 42Hz 30Hz 45Hz 28Hz 40Hz
IN ROOM/WALL LF ROLL-OFF (-6DB REF MID)  42Hz 40Hz 40Hz 28Hz 40Hz
IN ROOM OUTPUT AT 20HZ (REF MIDBAND) BELOW -13DB BELOW -16DB BELOW -15DB BELOW -16DB BELOW -13DB
EST MIDRANGE SENSITIVITY (REF 2.83V, 1m) 84DB/W 88DB/W 87DB/W 88DB/W 84DB/W
IMPEDANCE CHARACTERISTIC (EASE OF DRIVE) VERY GOOD QUITE DEMANDING  VERY GOOD VERY GOOD GOOD
TYPICAL PRICE PER PAIR (INC VAT) £ 500 £ 500 £ 299 £ 450 £250+£30
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his turned out to be a pretty good
I batch, comparable on sound quality (if not
absolute performance) with the more
expensive models tested last month, and this is
reflected in a generous flag allocation — four
Best Buys and two Recommendeds.

Just don’t assume that each and every one will
work equally well with every system and room.
Everything in this price band involves significant
compromise between a number of variables, and
the reasons for the endorsements vary widely
from one model to another.

The cheapest Best Buy is the £250 Musical
Technology Kestrel (used with its optional £30
base), a new low price for an all-metal diaphragm
model, and a very pretty and creative package to
boot, even if it does have low sensitivity and
suspect bass alignment.

If you want a really big and affordable box, the
£300 Mission 733 is very impressive in value terms
and a superb example of high-class industrial
design. It sounds good too, if a little unexciting,

Best Buy and Recommended models

but the tweeter remains the 733’s Achilles heel.

Tannoy’s £320 633 comes into the Best Buy
frame for its truly exceptional bass — tighter, more
coherent and far more extended than anything else
in the class. Power handling is good, too, but here
the midrange rather lets things down a little.

For midband superiority it’s hard to beat the
f500 Rega ELA, which is now a very handsome
looking package too. But it might sound too bright
in some systems, and is certainly a little lacking in
bottom-end weight and power.

Among the Recommended models, the £250
Pioneer S4-UK is another midrange specialist with-
out much bass, but this time one that’s a bit short
on treble and styling too. For all that it’s a lot of
fun, illustrating that a good stand-mount can give
the floorstanders a run for their money.

Despite going up recently to £450, the Monitor

* Audio MA202 still makes the lists as a good all-

rounder, if not the most neutral sound around. It’s
a bit suspect in bass alignment, but fine midband
communication ultimately carries the day.

Loudspeakers

Monitor Audio MA202

Pioneer S4-UK

Mission 733

Kestrel

resulting in flatter, more neutral overall
responses. Their main drivers, along with
those of Rega, had the smallest (90mm)
cones of the bunch.

Musical Technology

Rega ELA

Maybe there is a metal, plastic or paper
‘sound’; but since I've yet to encounter a
really high-sensitivity metal cone system
(the multi-driver Townshend Sir Galahad
made around 90dB midband, but all the
others I've tested are sub-85dB devices),
and offhand I can’t think of any low sensi-
tivity paper cone speakers either, it’s still

T he listening tests went very well.
There was a general feeling at the
end that the differences between
models had been pretty obvious, and that
the group as a whole had proved at least

a sonic match for the batch that we’d

heard the month before.

Yet again, however, when the results
were analysed there were no clear winners,
with some panelists favouring one set of
compromises, some another. Given such

PIONEER S4-UK REGA ELA TANNOY 633
37x21x27cm 84x20x31cm 74X24x23cm
7KG 13kG 10KG

20-80W 15-70W 15-120W

~1FT FROM WALL CLOSE TO WALL 2+FT FROM WALL
+50B +5DB +4DB

45Hz 40Hz BELOW 20Hz
42Hz 40Hz BELOW 20Hz
BELOW -16DB BELOW -15DB -5pB

88DB/W 87DB/W 87DB/W

VERY GOOD VERY GOOD QUITE DEMANDING
£ 250 £ 500 £ 320

democratic shillyshallying, |
reverted to my traditional
presidential rdle for the
subsequent hands-on work.
Blind-panel tests remain a
crucial cornerstone which
help to keep my prejudices in
check, but they have their
limitations. For example,
several panelists described
the Tannoy 633 as bass light,
where it actually has the best
bass extension of the group,
and a welcome freedom from
boom. The explanation was
obvious when | noticed that

. that follows. We’ve started experimenting

the preceding speaker had been the bass-
heavy KEF Qs50, showing all too clearly
how each presentation influences the one

with interposing a reference speaker, but
that has its own difficulties.

The equipment used was the usual
collection of Mana-supported Naim and
Linn components. Thanks are due to Jason
Kennedy for the installation work, and to
panelists Russell Kauffman (Morel), Robin
Marshall (Mission), David Inman (van
den Hul UK), and Ken Weller (Tannoy).
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ONTEST:DATEDNNEENNSSEEEEER

ackintheAugustedition of Hi-

nitely worth bothering with, and only

Fi Choice (issue 133), we tested These dayS, ‘home recording ’ takes about 15 seconds to set up a tape.

four digital audio recorders,

For some reason the motor is mechani-

all using new technology. Things have enco mpasses e Verythlng cally rather noisy, which I found mild-

moved fast since then, and among
other changeswehaveseenthepriceof
blank CD-Rs (recordable CDs) drop by
nearly 50 per cent. At the same time,
MiniDischasbecomeadefactostandard
in professional applications, such as
backing up the entire output of Classic

from the odd CD copy
to a full-scale sonic

ly irritating on a couple of occasions.

Digital Audio Tape (DAT)

The DAT format comes as standard
with theability towrite trackstartand
end (‘skip’) markers on the tape, and
other subcodes exist which can be used

9
FM, or storing jingles and adverts for teStament Of neXt'door S in various ways. Sony equips its

rapid replay.

Even so, as a hi-fi application CD-R is
still only for the very well-heeled, and
even now there remains only one hi-fi-
size MiniDisc recorder on the market
(Sony’s £799 MDS-501).

For this test, therefore, we are taking
a different tack on three formats that
are vying for pre-eminence in home
recording: DAT, DCC and good ol’ com-
pact cassette — specifically with Dolby

karaoke party.
Richard Black pits
cassette against two
digital formats to

machines with a date-stamp function,
whichIfind incredibly useful:youhave
onlytoputatapein themachinetofind
out exactly when it was recorded,
which —when combined with a pile of
old Radio Times — helps you catalogue
that embarrassing accumulation of
unlabelled air-check tapes.

Track markers can be written to an
accuracy of0.3s, and the processis very
simple,includinga ‘rehearsal’ to allow

S. Which one should you go for? If you see WhICh performs best, accurate marker positioning. Track

think the answer’s obvious, read on.As
it turned out, this was one of the more
surprising hi-fi assignments I've had the pleasure to accept...

For the purposes of this review, cassette is represented by the
Pioneer CI-S830S (£500, with Dolby S), DAT by the Sony DTC-60ES
(£800, with Super Bit Mapping) and DCC by Philips’ DCC951 tar-
get price £280, with 18-bit convertors). All three recorders were
tested principally as analogue input/analogue output
machines, although it must be admitted that this mode will
become less common rapidly as more people get used to digi-
taldubbing from CDs, and whendigitalradiocomesalong.In
fact, the DCC deckis clearly intended to be used principally as
a digital recorder (despite its 18-bit analogue-to-digital con-
verter)and iftruthbetold,analoguerecording on this machine
is not very convenient.

Obviously this article does not claim to be an exhaustive
appraisal ofall formats,butall three machines are good, up-to-
date and representative samples of their genres. In order to
make the tests as demanding as possible, I made some record-
ings of voice and piano straight from professional micro-
phones, and also copied extracts from CD and LPso thatI could
subsequently play back recording and source side by side.

FACILITIES AND ERGONOMI

Cassette 0. 0. 0.4
DCC F A Ak ke
DAT . 8.0.8.0.¢

All three machines have more features than one will find on
most domestic recording gear.

Cassette

The Pioneer, despite being ‘only’ a normal cassette deck, is
blessed with Dolby B, C and S, and includes Pioneer’s ‘Super
AutoBLE’ automaticalignmentsystem,whichclaims toextract
optimum performance from any cassette. The deck’s tape
counter can count in real time, but only when recording or
playing, soyou still have to guess where you are when spooling
forwards or backwards.

The metering has two switchable ranges, giving coarse or
finedisplay, butits maximumindication is only 7dB over Dolby
level, which isn’t quite enough if you like to cook your tapes a
little. Tape handling is very slick, with quite fast winding, and
the machine is generally pleasant to use. The Auto BLE is defi-

start markers may be written manual-

ly, orautomatically after three seconds
ofsilence, and a rather neat feature allows subsequent adjust-
ment of markers written automatically, so that they start just
before the musicrather then fractionally after it.

Tapewindingisgratifyingly fast, takingwell underaminute
for a 90-minute tape (DAT records in one direction only), and
track searching is also quick, though of course not nearly as
fast as on CD. The long-play mode of DAT is very useful for
recording from radio, where the available bandwidth is no
greater than thatoftherecorder, and verylong uninterrupted
recording (up to four hours) is often required.

With 44.1kHz sampling (in addition to the normal 48kHz
rate) and SBM, Sony hasintroduced two features from the pro-
fessional recording world into the DTC60ES. The first is direct
digital copying to MiniDisc, which is ironic, since Sony’s MDS-
501 full-size MD deck performs digital sampling rate conver-
sion from 48kHz anyway.The second, SuperBit Mapping (SBM),
performssomedigital signal processingon datasampled to 24
bits (!) to give a claimed resolution equivalent to a 20-bit sys-
tem.SBMoperatesinrecordmode(44.1kHzor48kHzonly),and
theresults are playable through any 16-bit system. It is switch-
able, soits effect can be compared with normal sampling.

Digital Compact Cassette (DCC)

Philips’ DCC951is alsoendowed with a novel feature:in thiscase
analogue-to-digital and digital-to-analogue convertors operat-
ing at 18 bits, making this the first full 18-bit record or replay
machine on the market. The DCC951 also addresses some of the
ergonomic weaknesses of earlier machines, but the DCC for-
matstill suffers from the same playing-time limitation as ana-
logue cassette—45 minutes each way. With the new transport,
tape winding is much faster, butit’s still only halfas fastason
DAT.

Track markers can be written manually or automatically,
but notvery accurately. One feature that haven’t seen before
is the digital input level control on the DCC951, which adjusts
recording level in 14 steps. It’s less convenient than a rotary
knob, butitdoes allow the deck tostore different settings asso-
ciated with, say, a tuner and a phono preamp. Metering is by a
numeric display which is accessed by pressing the ‘time’ but-
ton—any particular reason for this?

There are different procedures for recording, depending on
whether you want to append to an existing, partly-recorded
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ONTEST:DATEDNENEENEEEENEN

tape; or start recording from a specific location; or start on a
fresh tape. If DAT manages perfectly well without that confu-
sion (toappendon DATyou simplyfastwind until the tapestops
and carryon from there, which seems easy enough to me), why
can’tDCCdo the same? Given thatyou can’t see the tape, I find
the two-way recording and replay very confusing, as the
machine shuttles one way and the other looking for tracks.
Altogether,Ifeel that DCCstillhassomedistanceto coverinthe
ergonomics stakes.

Surveys consistentlyshowthatmostpeopledon’tknowhow
tousemost features onvideorecordersandevenrelativelysim-
ple cassette decks. Many of my musician friends, for instance,
don’t know what Dolby noise reduction is. At the very least,
new recording formats should feel like old ones in use, and if
new features areadded, it seems sensible to put themon alarge
number of separate buttons, largely as Sony has done on the
DTC60ES. In DCC’s favour, though, itshould be pointed out that
there is a small but growing base of pre-recorded software for

Philips
DCCo51:
brings full-
size DCC to
a new low
price, but
does it
convince?

the format, including some 18-bit mastered titles, and DCC
machines will also play normal analogue cassettes.

BUILD QUALITY

Cassette 1 8.0.8.8.¢
DCC * %k kK
DAT e Kk

Thereisverylittle todifferentiate the machines on thisaccount.
All three are fine examples of mid-to-high-price, mass-produced
electronics, neatly assembled using standard-grade compo-
nentson large circuitboards. Naturally, there isextensive use
of multi-pin integrated circuits, even in the Pioneer cassette
deck, where the chips handle Dolby S and transport control
functions. The two digital recorders use their manufacturers’
own chips for A-to-D and D-to-A conversion.

Transports and electronics in all the machines appear to be
fully productionised; and though none contains anything in
the way of audiophile components, the Philips deck, least
expensive of the bunch, does have some mildly unusual op-
amps in its circuits.

SOUND QUALITY

Cassette Sk K dok
DCC  F Kk ek
DAT 8. 8. 0. 8. ¢

I suspect readers will hold a few preconceptions as to which
formatwill soundbest, but things aren’talwayssosimple.Bear
in mind that all three recorders use some form of signal pro-
cessing, based on psychoacoustics, to improve their perceived
performance (see box, right). So for one thing, specific imple-
mentations of psychoacoustical algorithms must be correct if
resultsare to be satisfactory. Neglecting that,and takinga sim-
plisticview, theDATrecorder has the greatestinformationrate,
which is acommunication theory term for what you get when

Pioneer’s
CT-5830S: a
convincing
spokesman
for the
‘Cassette’s
Not Dead’
campaign

you multiply together the bandwidth and the signal-to-noise-
ratio. The next-highestinformation rateis ascribed to cassette,
with DCCin third place, soin theoryatleast, DAT should sound
best. But does it?

In practice the answerisyes.I found that with SBM switched
on, the DAT recorder produced the most consistently lifelike
results. Noise is very low, pitch instability (wow) effectively
nonexistent, and bandwidth not audibly limited. However, I
wasamazed to find thatboth DCC and cassette ran pretty close
to DAT in particular aspects of performance. Tonally, the DAT
and DCCmachines were neck-and-neck, giving avery accurate
reproduction of the basic character of a soprano voice. In this
respect cassette trailed behind, sounding slightly thickened
and warm by comparison.

I'venoticed this beforeinvariouscassette/[DAT trials, and it’s
asimple reflection of the fact that while DAT has what is effec-
tivelya perfectlyflat frequencyresponse upto atleast the upper
midband, cassette generally has a few minor response varia-
tions.On agood-quality,well-aligned machinelike the Pioneer,
using decent tape like the Maxell Metal Vertex I deployed, the
response variations may be only a few tenths of a dB, but these
areenough tobe audible, especiallywhen the additional effect
on Dolby processing is taken into account. With recordings of
pianoasmall degree of wow was audible on cassette, although
this was not serious.

All three recorders reproduced quite decent bass: none of
them wasoutstandingbutallwerebelievable.I copied asection
oforgan musicfrom aCD, and was aware thatinformation had
gone awry during the transfer process, but no format singled
itself out for particular censure. That’s a particularly good
resultfor cassette, sincedigitalsystemscan be madeflatall the
way down to OHz if one wishes.

In the treble, on the other hand, cassette showed a trump
card bygivingafractionallyquickerandcleanerattackon tran-
sientsthan themoreseverelyband-limited digital systems. This
was most noticeable when recording piano straight from
microphones, and the analogue tape definitely had a little
more sparkle than theothers. Of course, there wasn’tanywhere
nearasbigadifference asI'veheard between professional open-
reel recorders and digital systems, but given the low tape speed

Day after day, they take some

sound away...

sychoacoustically-derived signal processing is big business at the moment.

The basicidea is to sacrifice bits of the sound to which the ear is less sensi-

tive, in favour of those which it can clearly hear. You may be surprised to
learn that the various Dolby noise reduction systems used on gassette, which cut hiss
in quiet passages of music, are relatively simple analogue examples of the breed.

DCC, meanwhile, uses complex number-crunching to process the signal digitally

and extract only the ‘significant’ bits to store on tape. (This is the system known as
Precision Adaptive Sub-band Coding, or PASC, which underpins the DCC system).
Super Bit Mapping, on the other hand, samples the incoming audio to greater preci-
sion than 16 bits, and uses psychoacoustic tricks to redistribute quantisation noise
in the parts of the audio spectrum where the ear is least sensitive, thus achieving
greater resolution and better signal-to-noise ratio than in a straight 16-bit system.
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of cassette it’s a most impressive achievement. And before
someone points out that a touch of analogue tape distortion
cansubjectively ‘speed up’ transients, Imightadd that thesame
effect was audible when copying from good quality LPs, and in
this case comparison with the original showed that the cassette
was not enhancing the treble.

How about imaging? This is where cassette fell down most
noticeably. The DAT gave the most concrete imaging and the
most believable front-to-back effect, while DCC gave the same
width and depth but with a feeling that the images were justa
little out of focus.

Cassette narrowed the horizontalimage and reduced depth
quite considerably. My inclination is to attribute this to the

superiorsignal-to-noiseratioofthe digital recordings; because Sony DTC-
imaging information is carried in quite subtleharmonicsand ~ 60ES: not
phase differences, and although cassette boasts an S/N figure FI;!ea P, but
. . X . it’s still the
in excess of 70dB with Dolby S, that’s comparing full modula- best bet for
tion with noise alone. With signal present the noise floor home
unavoidably rises somewhat, which has the effect of masking  taping

the all-important spatial cues.
In quiet passages and silences between tracks, cassette hiss
was just noticeable, but not really at a level where it would

The Three Formateers

assette, of course, is familiar to everyone as Philips’ 1960s dictation

machine format that has been tweaked and cossetted to a standard surely

unimagined at inception. Notwithstanding that, noise has always been
the Achilles heel of cassette, and Dolby S is the latest and considerably the most
sophisticated system to improve that area. In use, cassette decks vary enormously
in quality: from cheap portables that sound ghastly, to serious decks like the
Pioneer reviewed here, which is undoubtedly a real hi-fi machine.

DAT (Digital Audio Tape) was originally intended as a domestic format, but take-
up was poor, and didn’t improve when people realised that prices would never drop
very low and tapes can’t be readily duplicated. However, it has caught on as a bud-
get format for studios, especially for back-up work and locationrecording, so its
future seems reasonablysecure. There have been a few scares in the professional
world about the error rate and ultimate lifetime of DAT tapes, but I've heard of very
few actual problems.

DCC (Digital Compact Cassette) is the newest format here, intended to comple-
ment CD and analogue cassette, ultimately replacing the latter in all but the cheap-
est applications. It is a digital system using data reduction, but it is also capable of
replaying analogue cassettes. With a stationary head (instead of DAT’s rotating
one) it has a much simpler transport than DAT, and should in principle be more
robust and better suited to mobile use.

cause great distraction. It’s only the prospect of noise increas-
ing with signal level that compromises things, and this is an
inherent feature of all analogue noise reduction systems,
whetheror notit’sdirectlyaudible.

Comparisonsbetween digitalin general and cassette are one
thing, but those between DAT and DCC were of a slightly dif-
ferent nature. As implied above, the basic characteristics of
both are very similar: tonally pretty neutral, clean, high S/N
ratio. But there’s something slightly odd about the way DCC
replays sound, and as I hear more DCC, both pre-recorded and
user-recorded, I'm coming to recognise the symptoms.

Ifyou listen hard, consciously, everythingis there.Butifyou
relaxalittle, maybe stare out ofthe window or casually read the

from the corner of the eye that can’t be seen directly. I some-
timeswonder whether there isn’tan analogous hearing mech-
anism.Is DCC’s data reduction more audible in a relaxed than
concentrated state? It appears to be. There’s something rather
syntheticand artificialabout the whole thing, where both DAT
and cassette (even with the latter’s other imperfections) were
always more real and tangible.

That said, at approximately £280 the DCC951 does an
impressive job in many ways, and I can well believe that
many listeners will find it hard to beat. However, having been
initially quite impressed with DCC (and MD), I'm becoming
very wary of data reduction in general.

I'would certainly advise anyone contemplating the pur-
chase of DCC to listen to a good long excerpt of something
rather than little snippets, which are much more superficial-
ly impressive.

CONCLUSIONS & VALUE FOR MONEY

Cassette %k k k
DCC Sk de Kk
DAT L. 0.0 8¢

For outright sound quality, the Sony DTC60ES is a clear winner
for DATwith Super BitMapping, but £800 is a lot of money and
there is no pre-recorded software. Then again, blank tapes are
getting pretty cheap (as low as £3 an hour, or £1.50 per hour in
long play mode), and 44.1kHz sampling gives you the option to
make digital copies of important recordings to archival for-
mats — though there are still some residual doubts over DAT’s
ultimate longevity.

For general use I can still recommend cassette very highly,
certainlyasitis purveyed by Pioneer’s CI-S830S (£500).Its sound
isnotfarbehind DATin manyways, itis compatible withevery-
one else’s equipment, tape is widely available and cheap (£1
perhoureven formetals,ifyoushoparound)and theformatis
both robust and long-lived. :

Meanwhile DCC may appear to offer excellent sound per
pound, as evinced by the feature-packed Philips DCC951 (£280),
but tape costs are no less than DAT, and the format is still not
particularly slick to use. Bear in mind also my opinions on its
mirage-like sound quality.

Me?1uselong play DAT for unattended air-checks, standard
play DATfor cheapliverecording, and cassette (Dolby B) forair-
checks and tapes for friends. And I'm sticking with it!

paper, the sound makes no attempt to attract your attention
back.Itseemsinsubstantial and vague, but the momentyou try

Comparison Table

to putyour finger on what’s wrong you naturally getbackinto

conscious listening again and everything seems okay. Of PIONEER (T-58305 PHiLiPs DCC951 SONY DTC-60ES
course, one might like to listen with complete concentration FoRmAT EOMPACT DiGITALCOMPACT  DIGITALAUDIO

all the time, but even musicians have trouble doing that while UNIT PRICE £';33ETTE - 'CEQZZE:TE %;'())f)
performing, and it’s almost impossible to avoid switching off SOFTWARE COSTS FROM £3 PERHOUR _ FROM £3 PERHOUR _ FROM £1 PER HOUR

occasionally. DCCjust seems to make it easier to do so.
Astronomers know well that the eye is most sensitive just

CoNTACT TELEPHONE 01753 789789

0181-6892166 01993 816000

*(EXPECTED RETAIL PRICE)

alongsidethedirect field ofview, whichiswhyone can seestars
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Hi-Fi Choice Special Offers

Choose from our superb new selection of specialist

recordings

Choice sounds

CD Choice

Classic Years
for Modern Ears

Our selected collection of
CDs are from Robert
Parker’s jazz Classics in
Digital Stereo. The latest
digital transfer tech-
niques are used to revi-
talise the sound from
direct-cut 78rpm discs made
over half a century ago, the
result is a clean stereo-
impression of how the giants
of jazz would have sounded
in live performances.
In an exclusive offer to Hi-Fi
Choice readers. These CDs
which normally retail for
£11.99, will be available for
just £9.99 each until the
1oth February 1995.

RPCD 619 Fats Waller
/~-1‘3!ﬁg1,,_ 4 1, :’l&‘j' g GreatOriginal Performances
"'n.,f;'v) "o 1927-1934

20 vy, This revised and expand-
ed album seeks to present a
cross-section of Fats Waller’s
abilities as a jazzman — in the
company of many gifted col-
leagues — and, through digital-
stereotechniques, letushearhow
he may have sounded in live per-
formance.
Includes: I'm Crazy ‘Bout My Baby,
Red Hot Dan, I Need Someone Like You
and many more.

N RPCDé623 Jelly-Roll Morton
The Chicago Years
Jelly-Roll Morton claimed to be
‘the inventor of jazz’. Although this
was aslightexaggeration, he was most
certainly one of the great jazz innova-
tors, and is widely regarded as being
the first serious and successful jazz
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composer and arranger. This newly
transferredalbumis thefirstofaseries
which will presentall of Morton’s most
important recordings on digital stereo
recordings, transferred directly from
mint condition 78rpm master
pressings.

Includes: Black Bottom Stomp;
Smoke-House Blues, Sidewalk Blues
and more.

RPCD 624 Duke Ellington
Great Original Performances 1927-1934
Duke Ellington has been hailed as
the greatest single talent to have
emerged in the history of jazz.
Throughoutthejazzerahewasalways
at the forefront of the development of
Big-Band jazz. This album, now
enlarged from the original 16 to 22
tracks, traces his evolution from the
jazz Age to the Swing Era in a series of
the new digital stereo transfers from
theoriginaldirect-cut78 rpm masters.

RPCD 323 Helen Kane
Great Original Performances 1928-1930
Helen Kane, the original “Boop-boop-
a-doop” girlwas theveryepitomeofthe
1920s “flapper” with high squeaky
voice, bobbed hairandshort skirt—her
imagewasimmortalised as the cartoon
character Betty Boop. In the late 20s,
Helen proved herself an exceptional
talentcapableof performancesofgreat
wit, charm and poignancy. She made
22 recordings between 1928 and 1930,
and all of the master takes are includ-
ed here — heard for the first time in
direct-to-digital stereo-impressions.

RPCD 308 Saucy Songs
Great Original Performances 1928-1938
Anyone who believes that the 1920s
and 30s were tame compared with the
sexy 60s and schizophrenic 70s is in for
ashock!The 18 tracks on this release —
presented by a galaxy of the twentieth
century’s greatest stars of stage, film
and radio prove otherwise. Be warned!
These classic performances are not for
theears of prudes, faint-hearts or dedi-

cated puritans. Includes: Come Up And
See Me Sometime, Easy Rider and
more.

RPCD 322 Flanagan & Allen
Great Original Performances 1932-1942
Flanagan and Allen are regarded
with considerable affection and this is
hardly surprising as their jokes and
songs, whether heard on stage, radioor
gramophone records, made an incal-
culable contribution to the morale of
the Nation duringWorld WarTwo and
reverberated throughout the entire
British Empire.Thisalbumisintended
as a tribute and an explanation to a
younger generation of the historical
context of the era and its songs. These
aredigital transfers from mint 78s.
Includes: We’ll Smile Again, Don’t
Ever Walkin the Shadowsand more.

For further information of Robert
Parker’s full catalogue with track list-
ings please send a stamped addressed
envelope to CDS Records. Ludhill
Farmhouse, Warter, York YO4 2XW.

Vinyl Choice

Our selection comes from
Impulse, the UK distributor of
RCA LIVING STEREO re-issues
from Classic Records of
America. These titles on heavy
180g high quality vinyl fulfilthe
promise of stereo. The perfor-
mances are amongst the finest
from the ‘Golden Age’ of stereo
recording.

Please add £2.00 to your
order to cover postage and
packing.

LSC 1806 Richard Strauss
Also Sprach Zarathustra
Chicago Symphony Orchestra, Reiner.
One of the greatest RCA’s: Gorgeous
strings, winds, brass. Superb trans-
parency,stereostage.The performance
isechtasecht gets. £25.00



LSC 1900 Berlioz

Symphonie Fantastique

Charles Munch Boston Symphonic Orchestra
One of the most sought-after RCA’s

ofall time. An intoxicatingportrayal of

an intoxicated young man, passion-

ately in love. The sound leaps out in

startling manner. The definitive ver-

sion of this popular work. £25.00

LSC 2201 Mussorgsky/Ravel
Pictures at an Exhibition
Fritz Reiner, Chicago Symphonic Orchestra
A powerful and incisive perfor-
mance of this superb piece of orches-
tration by Ravel. Filled with every
colour and dynamic nuance that an
orchestra is capable of producing.
Superbsonics. £25.00

LSC 2456 Lalo Symphony
Espagnole, Henryk Szeryng
Hendl, Chicago Symphony

This travelogue of Spain byLalo isas
luminous as a sunny water colour.
Szeryag captures sinuous rhythmand
exotic coloursweassociatewith Spain.
A highly transparent recording, with
deep low end and dynamics which are
simply terrific. £25.00

LSC 2222 Debussy — Iberia
Reiner, Chicago Symphony Orchestra

The reading and playing by a
German conductorofthisFrench piece
is extremely fine with beautifully bal-
anced strings in “Les Parfums de la
Nuit.” Festive,dynamicwind, hornand
percussion work in the Jour de Fete.
Highly recommended. £25.00
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£ BOSTON POPS/
ARTHUR FIEDLER

LSC 1817 Offenbach — Gaite
Parisienne
Fiedler, Boston Pops

Supremely lively, vivid sound and
performance that is unparalleled.
Ingeniously scored. This is delightful-
ly tuneful music of balletic overtures
from Orpheus in Hades and La Belle
Helene. £25.00

Choice

Accessories

Hi-Fi Choice CD Rack

Available as single units, the inter-
locking Choice CD rack is only £1.25 -
a small price to pay for keeping your
collection in order. Order four and get
a fifth one free.

JE36A  £1.25

N

Each Choice CD Rack holds 12 discs

CD Jewel Case (Three pack)
Replace broken CD jewel cases and

ensure your discs are protected.
P21045 £3.95

CD Feet

Improve theperformance ofyour CD

Nagaoka Anti-Static Record
Sleeves No 102

Packs of 50 plasticrecord sleeves that
can be used on their own or inserted
into an existing card or paper sleeve.
The sleeves eliminate static and keep
records dust free.

JEISA  £6.99

Banana Plugs

Mechanical connectionsin ahi-fisys-
tem should be gold plated, or so they
say. The 24 Karat Gold 4mm Banana
Plugs ensurevibration free service and
maximum metal-to-metal contact
undersustained pressure.

JE24A  £8.95

CD Cleaner Lens Cleaner

For optimum CD replay it’s impor-
tanttoclean thelaserlensaswellasthe
compactdiscsurface.TheCD LaserLens
Cleaner does just that and it’s safe as
playing ordinary CDs-though not
quiteasmusical...

5920 £9.99

Radial Compact Disc Cleaner
TheRadial compactdiscCleanerhas
anautomaticradial cleaningaction to

player or any other helpstop CDs skipping orjumping.The
vibration sensitive % cleaning action is automatic, so
youcanenjoyalightsnackwhileit

equipment.
Sorbothane® CD C
Feet absorb energy,
increasing  both S
dampingandisola- *, g
tion.Each footwill |

support more

than 41bs (2kg) or

about 16lbs fora /|4

set of four. (
Z A F C 4

£29.95

Big feet

As  above
only bigger to
supportheavier
equipment. 81b
(4kg) for each
foot or 32lbs “
(16kg) overall for \
allfour. \

ZAFB4  £49.95

Y

FEET

works.

5911 £12.99
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EXTRACT BY KIND PERMISSION OF

LONDON VISITORS
GUIDE 1994

Grahams Hi-Fi

... Grahams is the best place to buy quality hi-fi equipment in
London (ie £500 plus for a system). The prices are the same as
anywhere else, but the quality of service is superior.

Delivery and installation (free for systems). Demonstration facilities.
Record-cleaning service. Repair and testing service.

Wheelchair access.

“One of the five
best Hi-Fi shops in

the world” Grahams Hi-Fi Ltd. Canonbury Yard ~ Sbiisss
190a New North Road London N1 78S~ EYEBYA

normeareence.— (DUL NOE the most expensive!)  Tel: 0171-226 5500 Fax: 0171-359 7620

Maybe too good to be

What is musical truth?

It may be the result of tight, critical and
important technical specifications. Or, more
essentially, the ability to convey subliminal

emotions through music, directly to the mind of

the listener. To have these two aspects
embodied in a particular chain of products, is
no longer, too good to be true.

ECA, P.O.Box 3023 London NW2 7RW
Tel: 081 830 5128 Fax: 081 208 1271

eC a pure music.

i Qudos, The Perfect Balance

The speaker cable forms a vital interface between your amplifier and loudspeaker system.
The properties of the speaker cable you use will determine how well your amplifier can communicate
with your speakers. Use the wrong cable and your speakers could be missing the message.
To minimise the signal degrading properties present in all cable, QED's own research programme has
established that a Balanced Design Concept is essential for optimal performance.

QED's Qudos speaker cable lowers all the cable's degrading Characteristic Properties in proportion and
with the correct balance thereby delivering a superior and more accurate all round performance.
Most of the speaker cables available today fail because .
their design concentrates on lowering only one or two of the QED Audio Products Ltd
k th foth R}dgeway House, Ridgeway Close,
€y parameters at the expense of others. Lightwater, Surrey GU18 SXU
Qudos, The Perfect Balance, The Perfect Choice. Telephone: (0276) 451166




Back
Issues

Many back issues of Hi-Fi

Choice are still available.
They cost £4.00 each in
the UK and £6.95 each
for Overseas orders. This
price includes postage
and packing. Due to
copyright laws, we are
not permitted to supply
photocopies of specific
articles on request.
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September 1994 - Issue 134
FREE Sound On The Run magazine:
perfect personals and portables plus a
look at small satellite[subwoofer com-
binations. Also: integrated amplifiers
from £200-£250, and test drives of
in—car head units and power amps.
Order ref AE34B

IHWE

THE FINEST H1-F) MAGAZINE (N THE WORLD.

=
iz CASSETTE DECK
AMPLIFI[R

EVERYTHING

October 1994 - Issue 135
Awards Special —Presenting the
European Imaging and Sound Awards
for 1994/95 with an exclusive: Europe’s
best hi-fi equipment. Plus reviews of
eight new models of loudspeakers and
four Pro-Logic AV amplifiers.

Order ref AE35B

November 1994 - Issue 136
Budget cassette decks and turntables
reviewed. PLUS EAR volume number
two FREE with this issue — a superb
supplement that’s essential reading
forall audiophiles.

Orderref AE36B

December 1994 - Issue 137
Abumperissue packed with CD player
reviews, alook atvalve amps and a
line-up of Pro-Logic processors for that
surround sound effect. Plus a free sup-
plement of stunning Hi-Fi Choice cover
photography from over the years.
Order ref AE37B

Eight stunning £300-£400 amps

1o put your mmpso

oo

January 1995 - Issue 138

FREE Simply Systems supplement.
Plus £500-£800 loudspeakers — we test
the finest floorstanders. Plus eight
budgetamplifiersinvestigated and a
superb pictorial round-up of the
slickest high-end hi-fi around.

Orderref AE38B

Priority Ordering

Use the Dennis Direct order-line — (01789) 490215 — or just
enter your details on the coupon and fax it to us on (01789)
490878 if you’re ordering with a credit card. Alternatively, send
the coupon with the correct payment to DENNIS DIRECT, PO BOX
2505, ALCESTER B50 4JU. Prices shown include VAT. Please add
postage as detailed atthe bottom of this form (additional
postageis not required if only back issues are ordered), and be
aware that all items on offer are subject to availability. Please
allow a maximum of 28 days for delivery. We will let you know if
there any problems regarding delivery.

Overseas orders

Please add £10 (Europe) and £12 (rest of the world) to your total order
valueto cover the additional postage. Please note thatwe only accept
Visa/MasterCard, £sterling cheques drawn on a UK bank and
Eurocheques in £sterling. If back issues only are ordered, please note
theadditional postageneed not be added.

Orderref: Description Qty Price

Order total £

For UK add £2.00 per order for postage. Ordertotal £

For Europe add £10.00 perorder forpostage  Ordertotal £

For Rest of the World add £12.00 per order

for postage Ordertotal £

[ lenclose achequemade payable to Dennis Directfor £...................
[] Pleasechargemy[]Visa []MasterCard [ JAm/Exfor £.................

CreditCardNS: .. e BE e, ona b L e R e
Expiry date: Signature:
Mr/Mrs/MsSumame............cc.cooovvrveerrrernnneecd Initials ........ccoooovvrinnnnn
Address

[J Pleasesend me a VAT receipt
[J The aboveinformationmaybe added to our mailing list. Please tick

the box if you would prefer not to receive det ails of special offers.

Dennis Direct is a division of Dennis Publishing Ltd.

05-95-02
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BIRMINGHAM

THE AUDIO SPECIALISTS

for the most exciting range of equipment available in the Midlands which includes:
Aiwa, Alphason, Apollo, Arcam, Audiolab, Audioquest, Audio-Technica, B&W, Bever, Canon, Celestion, Chord, Cyrus, Deltec, Denon, Dual, Epos, Exposure, Harman Kardon, Heybrook, Infinity, KEF, Luxman,
Marantz, Meridian, Michaelson Audio, Michell, Micromega, Mission, Monitor Audio, Monster, Mordaunt Short, Musical Fidelity, Nakamichi, Panasonic, Pink Triangle, Pro-Ac, Revolver, Revox, Rogers, Roksan,
Wide range of classical CDs in stock  Rotel, Royd, Ruark, Sansui, Sehnheiser, Shure, SME, Stritwire, Systemdek, Target, Technics, Thorens, Wharfedale, Yamaha, etc. Full servicing facilities available

INTEREST FREE
(for Limited Period) APR 0%
Written details on request. Licensed Credit Broker
VISA « ACCESS « SWITCH

)
E
N
7.3
2.
ov

363 HAGLEY ROAD, EDGBASTON, BIRMINGHAM B17 8DL.

TEL: 021-429 2811 FAX: 021-434 3298

156-157 LOWER HIGH STREET, STOURBRIDGE, WEST MIDLANDS TEL: 0384-444184
93-95 HOBS MOAT ROAD, SOLIHULL, WEST MIDLANDS B92 HJL TEL: 021-7420254

OPENING TIMES
Tues-Thurs 10.30-6.00
Fnday 10.30-8. 00 Saturday 10.30-5.00
by Appoi

AVON

36 Druid Hill

V'A U D I O Stoke Bishop

Tel: 0272 686005 Bristol BS9 1EJ

AIC, AVI, Acoustic Energy, Alon, Audio Innovations,
Audiomeca, Audio Technica, AMC, Analogue Electronics,
Cadence Valve, Chord AMPS, Electronic Companiet,
Exposure, Goldring, Harmon Kardon, Heybrook, Jamo,
LFD, Lyra, Ortofon, Perception, Pink Triangle, Ruark,
Michell, REL, Sansui, SME (inc. 20A), Sonic Link, Stax,
Sugden, Sumiko, Townsend, Triangle, Wadia.

Demos by appointment only. Home trial facilities.
Free installations. Servicing facilities. z
B We are not a shop.

BERKSHIRE

BsB Hi-Fi

Berkshire's Leading Specialist

Aiwa, Akai, Alphason, Aura, Bang & Olufsen, Beyer, Bose, B+W,
Canon, Castle, Celestion, Denon, Dual, Jamo, JPW, JVC, Kef,
Kenwood, Marantz, Micromega, Mission, Mitsubishi, Monitor
Audio, Mordaunt/Short, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Nakamichi,
Panasonic, Path, Philips, Pioneer, Project, QED, Quad, Rel,
Rogers, Rotel, Sennheiser, Sony, Tannoy, Target, Technics,
TDK, Thorens, Wessex, Wharfedale, Yamaha.

Ask about FREE delivery & FREE installation

11-12 Market Place, Reading* Tel: 01734 583730
18 King Street, Maidenhead* Tel: 01628 73420
Princess Square, Bracknell* Tel: 01344 424556
4 Priory Road, High Wycombe Tel: 01494 535910
62 Northbrook Street, Newbury Tel: 01635 32474
12a Park Square, Luton* Tel: 01582 459915
*DEMONSTRATION ROOMS

BIRMINGHAM

DARLINGTON

Norman H. Field -7

Consultants for Home High Fidelity

HB&W M Thorens

B Denon M Tannoy NAD
M Castle M Yamaha

M Dual B Kenwood

W Mordaunt-Short

B Technics

Two-year guarantee
Private Listening Rooms

HURST STREET
BIRMINGHAM B5 4BJ
Telephone: 021-622 2323

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE

"'.F' EXPERIENCE

Mission ¢ Cyrus ¢ Denon * Arcam ¢ KEF « NAD

¢ Audiolab ¢ Musical Fidelity « Quad ¢ Marantz

¢ Meridian ¢ Tannoy ¢ Thorens « TDL ¢ Yamaha
¢ Rotel * Rogers ¢ Sony, etc

BANG & OLUFSEN SOUND & VISION CENTRE DOLBY DSP
HOME CINEMA SPECIALISTS

Superb
;’;:fm";"g Britain’s Top Specialist
Hi-Fi Store
17 Coniscliffe Road,
DARLINGTON
o e DL3 7EE
%ﬁ"' = Help Line 0325 481418

EDINBURGH

©)

. FOR BETTER HI-FI IN THE THAMES VALLEY

Agents for:

TECHNICS, KENWOOD, ROTEL, NAKAMICHI, B&W,
MORDAUNT SHORT, SONY, PANASONIC, MITSUBISHI,
PHILIPS, AIWA, J.V.C., WHARFEDALE, INFINITY

FREE DELIVERY ¢ DEM ROOMS AT*

37 Stoke Road, Slough SL2 5AH (0753) 538287
252/254 High Street, Slough SL1 1BN (0753) 538288*
117/119 Oxford Road, High Wycombe HP112DN  (0494) 528605"
9 Market Street, Aylesbury HP20 2PN (0296) 25119*
11 West Street, Marlow, Bucks SL7 2LF (0628) 483555
83 High Street, Maidenhead, Berks SL6 1JX (0628) 778611
20 Chequer Street, St. Albans, Herts AL1 3YD (0727) 834046"
85-89 Chiswick High Road, London W4 2EF (081) 994 2464
11 Princess Square, Bracknell, Berks RG12 1LS (0344) 869898

|7

RUSS ANDREWS HI- FI

34 Northumberland Street, Edinburgh.
Telephone: 031 557 1672
Linn, Naim, Rega, Arcam, Rotel, Marantz,
Nakamichi, Quad, Creek, Yamaha.
Demonstrations.
Ze=a Open 10.00am-5.30pm, Sat 10.00am-5.00pm R4
Closed Monday.

01-494 531682

ESSEX

THE PREMIER HI-FI DEALER IN BUCKS

CAMBRIDGESHIRE

£

C

"hew & Osborne

Akai * Alphason « Arcam* » B&W + Bang & Olufsen * Bose « Celestion *
Dual * Harman Kardon * Kenwood * Quad* * Marantz * Mordaunt-Short ¢
NAD « Nakamichi* « Pioneer * Ruark * Sony * Wharfedale * Yamaha «

* Epping and Saffron Walden only
148 HIGH STREET « EPPING * TEL: (0992) 574242

26 KING STREET « SAFFRON WALDEN « ESSEX « TEL: (0799) 523728
70 SOUTH STREET BISHOP'S STORTFORD « HERTS ¢ TEL: (0279) 636401

University Audio

MAIN AGENTS FOR:
LINN « ATC « MERIDIAN « QUAD
* ROTEL * DENON ¢ B&O - etc

3 DEMO ROOMS

TELEPHONE: 0223 354237  ZYimWil
FACSIMILE: 0223 322079

To find out how
100,000 discernable hifi buyers

ring Jennifer Phillips (071) 91 7 7643

you can reach

HAMPSHIRE

MARTIN LOGAN * ALCHEMIST « AUDIO RESEARCH * AUDIO INNOVATIONS

- LUDIO GALLERy

NR PETERSFIELD H4MP5H[RL

Vda viavm

Z
=
<
=

AR 9.30am - 7pm
DPA200S HEY mm(

JPW

HOME Dl- \I
AUDIO SYNTHE GY
WADIA 6, MICROM A-

TDI
VRDS 10. AUDIONOTE + AV

0730 - 895194

TS ON A SUPERIOR L
AUDIO ALCHEMY « TEAC * NAD « TRIPOD * ALPHASON * PION

RESTEK « PROAC «
ADOTONHOAL 4401

g =
m
;__/_
Z
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HERTFORDSHIRE

ST ALBANS

HI-FI CENTRE

101 VICTORIA STREET
ST ALBANS

TEL (0727) 852501

KENT

LIVERPOOL & WIRRAL

KIMBERLEY HI FI

A Sound Investment
SEPERATE DEMONSTRATION ROOM
BRANDS STOCKED: DENON TECHNICS KENWOOD AIWA NAD DUAL
WHAFEDALE MISSION MARANTZ SPKS TANNOY CASTLE MONITOR
AUDIO HECO JAMO CERWIN VEGA CELESTION ROTEL
SOUTH LONDON'S AND NORTH KENT ONLY
LARGE RANGE OF ICE INC PIONEER, PANASONIC & JVC, KENWOOD. ETC
193 BROADWAY, BEXLLEYHEATH, KENT
Telephone: 081 304 3272

27 Hockerill Street
Bishop’s Stortford

Herts CM23 2DH
Easy Parking

(0279) 506576
Open Mon-Sat
9.30-5.30
Thurs till 8pm

WAY TO GO °
ARCAM CYRUS DENON KEF LINN PROAC QUAD
REGA YAMAHA SONY NAIM ROKSAN

JVC AKAI

[| ELECTRICAL  qachnics
Eg DISCOUNT © PIONEER
(| CENTRE B&W jamo
ERRaARTaa Nl ®

SALES & SERVICE plus many more . ..

BRANCHES AT
The Broadway, 138 Pelham Rd,
Bexelyheath, Kent. Gravesend, Kent
Tel: (081) 298 7880. Tel: (0474) 326600

Fax: (0474) 535 937 (0474) 569601

Aiwa, Arcam, Aura, Bose, B&W, Canon, Cerwin Vega,
Denon, Jamo, JPW, Kenwood, Marantz, Mission,
NAD, Philips, Pioneer, Rogers, Rotel, Sennheiser,

Tannoy, Target, Technics, Thorens, Wharfedale.

0% CREDIT AVAILABLE ¢ FREE LOCAL DELIVERY
12 YEARSSOUND ADVICE LASERDISC

FRIENDLY PROFESSIONAL ADVICE
WATFORD (0923) 226 169
15 CHARTER PLACE, HIGH STREET, WATFORD

HIGHLANDS

LANCASHIRE

BETTER HI-FI =V-nY-
The Essence of Music........
SOUND ADVICE

Naim Rega

() q Arcam Kef

0 Linn Royd

K Micromega
Finance Audiolab

plus many mere

16 COOK STREET

LIVERPOOL. L29RF We sell great Hi-Fi &

serve excellent coffee

“Our aimis your
total satisfaction”

€ 051227 5007

§¢” THE INNOVATIVE
AUDIO/VISUAL
HIFI RETAILER

SERVING LONDON
FROM BATTERSEA

ORANGES

& LEMONS
071-924 2040/3665

61/63 WEBBS ROAD, SW11

\\/

Ms%l‘{}ﬁoDR B TECHNICS M SONY M PIONEER
B PANASONIC B KENWOOD B DUAL
B AIWA B CASTLE B QUAD MB&W B MARANTZ
B SPENDOR B THORENS M ARCAM B ROTEL
B WHARFEDALE B DENON M YAMAHA B TANNOY
B PHILIPS CD M CELESTION M ROGERS
B MORDAUNT SHORT B MONITOR AUDIO B JPW
I TDL B AND MANY MORE
o BIG DISCOUNT ® TWO YEAR GUARANTEE ON HI-FI @

® FREE HOME INSTALLATION @ EXCELLENT COMPARATOR
DEMONSTRATIONS e PRIVATE LISTENING ROOM e

IMs-
= Station

+ MISSION + DENON ¢« ROTEL * PIONEER * SONY « KEF « TEAC «
* WHARFEDALE + CELESTION « JAMO + MUSICAL FIDELITY « MARANTZ «
LISTENING FACILITIES AVAILABLE
FOR ALL THE BEST IN HI-FI
Contact:
THE MUSIC STATION
49 Church Street, Inverness. Tel: (0463) 225523

CHORLEY (0257) 271935

——— 54 CHAPEL STREET, CHORLEY ———

HUMBERSIDE

Lend us your ears and
we'll blow your mind . ..

Audio Innovations, B & W, Celestion, Cyrus,
Denon, Kenwood, Kef, Marantz, Michell,
Mission, Meridian, Mordaunt-Short, NAD,
Nakamichi, Philips, Pioneer, Panasonic, Quad,
Rotel, Sony, Tannoy, Technics, Wadia
and more.

Audition the very best at South Humberside's
premier Hi-Fi dealer. ..

I-FI

2-4 EDWARD STREET (Off Pasture St.)
GRIMSBY. TEL: (0472) 351391

LEICESTERSHIRE
MAX MUSIC!
QUALITY AUDIO SYSTEMS
E== }

An alternative solution for the serious music lover

inc ATC AVI etc

Eve/Home Dem & Pt ex facilities
Leicester 0858 545416 (Evening calls welcome)

SOUND ADVICE

THE MIDLANDS LEADING
BRITISH EQUIPMENT
SPECIALISTS,

FOR OVER A DECADE

NAIM e LINN « MICROMEGA ¢ MISSION
CYRUS « ROYD AUDIO ¢ REVOX
* SENNHEISER ¢ ROTEL « YAMAHA
e NAKAMICHI ¢ EPOS ¢ CREEK * REGA ¢ JPW
* ARCAM ¢ MERIDION ¢« MORDAUNT-SHORT

EXCLUSIVE REGA AGENT:
LEICESTERSHIRE & NOTTINGHAMSHIRE

TEL LOUGHBOROUGH : 0509 218254

eS8 /B M o

27 BOND STREET, EALING W5 £ 081 567 8703
ACOUSTIC ENERGY, AMC, APOLLO, AUDIOIAB, AURA, B&O, B&W, CANON, CASTLE,
CHORD, DENON, DUAL, EVOLUTION, JPW, KEF, MARANTZ, MICROMEGA, MISSION,
MONITOR AUDIO, MUSICAL FIDELITY, NAD, NAKAMICHI, ONIX, QUAD, REL, ROGERS,
ROTEL, ROYD, SOUND STYLE, SYSTEMDEK, TARGET, TEAC, THORENS, VAN DEN HUL
Two demonstration rooms. Free local delivery & installation.
Repairs & Service. Closed Wednesday

""" EXPERIENCE

Mission ¢ Cyrus * Denon * Arcam ¢ KEF ¢« NAD

s Audiolab ¢ Musical Fidelity « Quad ¢ Marantz

¢ Meridian ¢ Tannoy ¢ Thorens « TDL ¢ Yamaha
* Rotel * Rogers ¢ Sony, etc

BANG & OLUFSEN SOUND & VISION CENTRE DOLBY DSP
HOME CINEMA SPECIALISTS

Waorldwide
Personal
Exports

Open unitl
7pm every
weekday A

Britain’s Top Specialist
Hi-Fi Store
227 Tottenham
Court Road,
New LONPON WI1P OHX
7 Ihree Your Help Line 071 580 3535
Guarantee 24 Hour Fax 071 436 4733

MANCHESTER

MANCHESTER LTD. Est. 1946

30-32 SHUDEHILL MANCHESTER
M41EZ OPEN 9.00-5.30 MON-SAT

STOCKISTS OF: AIWA, BEYER, BOSE, B&W,
CERWIN-VEGA!, CANON, J.B.L., KENWOOD,

MARANTZ, MISSION, PANASONIC, PIONEER,

SENNHEISER, SONY, TECHNICS, THORENS,
WHARFEDALE, ETC. Call us if it’s not listed above.

EASY PARKING CALL FOR DIRECTIONS

CALL US NOW WE’LL BE PLEASED TO HELP

061 834 6700
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WEST MIDLANDS

AUDIO EQUIPMENT FROM LEADING AND SPECIALIST BRANDS ON TWO FLOORS FOR YOU TO LISTEN AND CHOOSE FROM

3 Demonstration Rooms
Home Trials

Home Cinema - Instore Demonstration Theatre

Audio Visual Equipment

Sharing the ASDA
Carpark with ample
free parking.

Off High Street,
Bloxwich,

Nr. W n

West M
Near M6 Jnc
Open 6 Days,
9am — 6pm

Evening Demonstrations by appointment

Inhouse Service Department
Mail Order Available

Late night Friday

: @ uality, Clarity, Expertise . . .

and that's just the service!”

Interest Free Credit on Selected Items (Apr. 0% - Written details on request)

Hi-Fi for the Beginner, the Enthusiast and the Audiophile Telephone (0922) 493499/473499

ACOUSTIC ENERGY * ARCAM ¢ ALEMA + AUDIO LAB + APOLLO ¢ AT. * AUDIO ALCHEMY * AUDIO QUEST » B&W + BOSE * BEYER * CABLE TALK « CHORD COMPANY « CHORD * CYRUS « CELESTION * DPA * EPOS * EXPOSURE ¢ INFINITY
JPW « KEF REFERENCE » KENWOOD * MARANTZ » MICHELL * MONITOR AUDIO * MONSTER * MORDAUNT SHORT ¢ MERIDIAN * MICROMEGA * MISSION * MOTH + MUSICAL FIDELITY » NAKAMICHI * ORTOFON * PROJECT * QUAD

ROKSAN * ROGERS * ROTEL * SENNHEISER ¢+ SONY ¢ SPENDOR * SUMIKO *

MANCHESTER

EQUIPMENT BY ABSOLUTE SOUNDS,
AUDIO INNOVATIONS, SUGDEN

By appointment only

SER/OUS KZT
O 1| — O -7 AES3°>2T3

NORFOLK

The Old School
School Road
Bracon Ash

Norfolk
oz Tel: (0508) 570829
Basically Sound of Norfolk

STOCKISTS OF LEADING HI-F1
Acoustic Energy, Arcam, Audio Alchemy, Audiolab,

Creek, Denon, Epos, Heybrook Micromega, Naim,
Nakamichi, Rotel, Royd, TDL, and others.

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE

THE AUDIO SHOP
Appointed stockists of:-

DENON, ROTEL, MARANTZ, MOTH,

JPW, PROJECT, PHILIPS
Full range of accessories available. No appts required. Service dept.
Free installation. Home trials. Open Mon-Sat 9-5.30. Weds 9-12.30
Six Hill Street Raunds, Northamptonshire

Telephone: 0933 622325

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE

Chantry Audio
“No Ordinary Hi-Fi Dealer”

A fresh approach to the World of Specialist Hi-Fi
3 Demo Rooms inc. Home Cinema
Pink A, Audio Research, Micromega, SME, Meridian, Audion, CR
Developments, Alchemist, Rotel/Michi, NVA, Ruark, Martin
Logan, Monitor Audio, SD Michell, Lumley, Creek, Sonus Faber,
Denon, Celestion, d.p.a. Jamo, Ortofon, Bose + much more.
Friendly service and advice in relaxed surroundings.
First-Time Buyer to High End Enthusiasts
EASY ACCESS FREE PARKING
16-18A Eldon Street, Tuxford, Nr. Newark, Notts NG22 OLH
Telephone (0777) 870372 Facsimile (0777) 870437

Hi-Fi Choice

your No. 1 guide to buying Hi-Fi

SYSTEMDEK + TARGET * TDL ¢ THORENS ¢ TRIANGLE ¢ TUBE TECHNOLOGY * VAN DEN HUL ¢ VANDERSTEEN * YAMAHA ¢« YBA

OXFORDSHIRE SURREY
Front End Problems?
0 u c‘ f t u r c contact:
o eridian The Cartridge Man
missio 5
Dasg . 188t ." [t doesn’t have to cost an arm and a leg to get the
denon naim audio best —.listen to my Koetsu — and — Decca — eater.
epos nakamichi Also agents for Croft. Sugden. Thorens, Pentachord Speakers
heybrook quad & Nottingham Analogue — plus cartridge re-tipping service

linn products

yamaha

3 Church Lane, Banbury
(0295) 272158

STRATFORD

You can come and visit us at:
25 HENLEY STREET,
STRATFORD CV37 6QW
Contact Dirk or Jamie on:
Tel/Fax No. (0789) 414533

We are stockists of the leading
HiFi brands including:

ARCAM, SONY, PANASONIC, NAKAMICHI, B&Ww,
PIONEER, TECHNICS, DENON, NAD, MARANTZ, ROTEL,
MUSICAL FIDELITY, MONITOR AUDIO, MISSION, TANNOY,
ONKYO, KEF, QUAD, TDL & SENNHEISER, YAMAHA,
CELESTION, ACOUSTIC RESEARCH, AUDIOQUEST,
MONSTER, TARGET, BEYER, SYSTEMDEK

S'I‘R:TFORD

0% Finance is available on selected products
and all major credit cards accepted.
We also have a Demonstration Room and Service Facilities.

Monday to Saturday 9.30-5.30.
Late night Wednesday
“Where friendly service stills counts!”

SUFFOLK

ortofon pierre lurné pro-ject projekt ged roy
ink sound organisation soundst

townshend trichord van den
audion audic note
kar lyra mig

SURREY

Sound &

Grandix .

71 HIGH STREET, NEW MALDEN, SURREY
TELEPHONE: (081) 336 0012
AVI, ATC, Audio Innovations, Tube Technology,
€xposure, Micromega, Ruark, Rogers, REL
Mclntosh, Harman, Marantz, Project, TDL,
Nakamichi, Kenwood, Aiwa, JBL, Cabletalk,
Wharfdale, Sansui, and many more

TWO DEMO ROOMS, FREE PARKING, HOME DEMOS

(081) 688 6565

a Y

SURREY HIFI==

45 HIGH STREET GODSTONE SURREY RH9 8LS
GODSTONE (0883) 744755

MUSICAL FIDELITY
QUAD « JPW
AUDIOLAB « BOSE
REL « TDL « KEF

TUBE TECHNOLOGY
TANNOY « DENON
NAKAMICHI
THORENS * TARGET
MARANTZ « MICHELL
SENNHEISER

BEYER HEADPHONES
SOUND ORGANISATION
SOUND TRIPODS
QAN DEN HUL CABLES

SUSSEX

WORTHING AUDIO

20 Teville Gate, W. Sussex. BN11 1UA Tel: (0903) 212133

The friendly shop with the best sound svstems in the South.
Friendly advice 3 yr guarantees * easy parking
Open Mon-Sat 10am-6pm Late night Wed 7:30pm
Agenicies include: Arcam, Exposure, JPW, Naim Audio,
Marantz, Orelle, Origin Live, Ruark, Audio Technica,
Target, TDL, Tripod, Kinshaw Electronics and many more. ’

WEST SUSSEX

THE SOUTH'S LEADING HI-FI SPECIALISTS
Listening Rooms * Dedicated 'Home Cinema' Demonstration Room
ADCOM * ARCAM * B&W * CASTLE + CELESTION * DENON
HEYBROOK * KEF « REFERENCE ¢« KENWOOD + LEXICON * MARANTZ

MERIDIAN « MONITOR AUDIO « NAD « SHEARNE « SPENDOR « TANNOY
THORENS ¢ YAMAHA « including all 'Home Cinema’ products

215 TARRING ROAD. WORTHING. WEST SUSSEX BN11 4HW
== TELEPHONE: (0903) 245577 pod

HIFI ACCESSORIES

KLIPSCH

Horn loudspeakers - a legend in sound for
over 50 years, KLIPSCH hi-efficiency
speakers are used in many studios, top hi-fi
and stage systems.

FOR DETAILS CALL

(021) 430 7817
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‘Wouldn't it be nice to find a retailer that was acting o
rather than his own.

* SUPERB EQUIPMENT
* HONEST ADVICE
* UNPARALLELED ASSISTANCE

Pro Logic Home Cinema demonstrations from the experts
High quality systems from £15,000 to £500

YORKSHIRE

on your behalf
elcometo...

THE HI-FI
STUDIOS

0% INTEREST FREE CREDIT AVAILABLE

STEMFOORT * RUARK * ABSOLUTE SOUNDS * IMPULSE HORNS * PROAC * APOGEE * SUGDEN * SME sUN NYFI ELDS I

CONRAD JOHNSON * MITCHELL GYRODEC * TDL TRANSMISSION LINE * TEAC CD & TAPE * REL ACTIVE
SUBWOOFERS * PROJECT TURNTABLES * CR DEVELOPMENTS * ART AUDIO VALVES * KESWICK AUDIO
RESEARCH * YAMAHA + DSP HOME CINEMA « HEYBROOK * HARBETH * MONITOR AUDIO ¢ SYSTEMDEK
ALBARRY * KINSHAW « COPELAND + AUDIO INNOVATIONS * STAX ELECTROSTATIC HEADPHONES
AUDIO ALCHEMY - DAC'S * ORTOFON ¢ GOLDRING * DENSEN AMPS * NHS TRACER CARTRIDGES

DONCASTER
(0302) 781387 =

Monday to Friday 10am to 8pm * Saturday 10am to 6pm

Audio Reflections
DISCOVER ACCURACY IN FIDELITY

On permanent demonstration exclusively in Yorkshire and the North East of
England - ATC: SCM10, SCM20, SCM20 Tower, SCM50A and SCM100A,
ATC, AV International, Bryston Amplifiers, Castle York, Chester & Howard,
Concordant, Chord SPM Power Amplifiers, Equinox, Harbeth Acoustics,
JPW, Sequence Loudspeakers, Marantz, Michell Gyrodec, Michi, Ortofon
premier range, Rotel, Sansui reference grade fully balanced DC players and
integrated amplifiers, SME, Spendor, Target, TEAC, Townshend Seismic
Sink, QED, van den Hui, The Fairst & The Second Cables.
Demonstrations by arrangement in LEEDS, or in your own home without
obligation. For further details contact JOHN BLEAKLEY. Phone/fax LEEDS
(0532) 528850 (evening calls welcome)
Part Exchange and Second Hand Equipment available.

TEACe MICHI spendor J#

+U B Py EFni®)

X PESTIC

ACOUSTIC ENGINEERS AV NTERNATIONAL

Moorgate Acoustics Hi-Fi

T N

Frustrated and confused?

Call in and get some help and advice from a company
that cares enough abouts its customers to put them first.
184 Fitzwilliam St., Sheffield. Tel: (0742) 756048
8 Westgate Chambers, Rotherham. Tel: (0709) 370666

—>Hi Fi<

IT'S A STRANGE PARADOX
the more enlightened you become
the harder it is to choose

AE, Audiolab, Beyer, Harman-Kardon, JBL, KEF, Kenwood,
Marantz, Michel, Mission, Monitor-Audio, Mordaunt-Short,
Nakamichi, Pickering, Pink Triangle, Pioneer, Quad,
Rogers, Systemdek, Tannoy, Technics & lots more

With so many brands available, even an experienced
Hi-Fi nut needs help nowadays . . .

We can give that help with qualified and experienced
staff who can give a thoroughly professional analysis
of your needs . . . and not just advice but consult us
on prices too, for a nice surprise . . . be it £300 or
£3,000 our aim is to offer the best value for money
possible. .. backed up by a full 2 years guarantee on
all Hi-Fi products we recommend plus . . . Interest
Free Credit*, 4 demonstration studios (3 by
appointment), superb showrooms and over 25 years
experience to help you make the right choice.

Vickers Hi-Fi
High Fidelity Specialists est 1967

24 Gillygate York
York (0904) 629659

*written details on request A

VALVES

[ T
VALVES MADE IN WEST
EUROPE OR RUSSIA

We have one million valves, CRTs, Sockets
and Tubes in stocks by brands such as Brimar,
GE USA, GEC UK, Mullard, Sovtek/Russia,

KIT LOUDSPEAKERS

Have you heard the REVOLUTIONARY
fost & detailed Aluminium Anodised
drivers by Bandor?
Transmission Line Hits exploits the
unique performances of BANDOR
150mm (8") & 50mm (2") drivers
Brochures available

Wilmslow YAudio

WIDE RANGE OF HIFI EQUIPMENT

Drive units and Kit loudspeakers
ATC, Celestion, Coles, Dynaudio, KEF, Jordan,
Morel, RCL, Peerless, Scanspeak, Seas, Volt.
Over 30 kits. 4 demonstration rooms.

No appts necessary. Closed Mondays
Send for free catalogue. Major Credit Cards accepted

Wellington Close, Parkgate Trading Estate,
Knutsford, Cheshire WA16 8DX. Dept HFC.
Telephone (0565) 650605 Fax (0565) 650080

Testa, Thermionic, Tungsram, etc.

t ‘ ! 1 11 PENFOLD COTTRGE, PENFOLD
i L LANE, HOLMER GREEN, BUCKS
HP15 6XR. TEL: (0494) 714 058

Types include: 6L6GC, 12AT7, 12AU7, 12AX7, DG732,
ECC81, ECC82, ECC83, EL34, EL84, KT66, KT88.

SEND FOR OUR 40 PAGE VALVE CATALOGUE!

Billington Export Ltd

SPEAKER KITS FROM I.P.L. ACOUSTICS

The M3-TL, S3TL, S4TL and SS5TL are superb Hi-Fi Transmission Lines using
excellent SEAS, IPL, Audax and MOREL drive units to achieve sound quality and bass
extension which is equivalent to speakers costing in the range of £700 - £2000.
The kits include sturdy cast chassis bass units, quality textile dome tweeters, quality
crossover components for hardwiring, grille material, acoustic foam, T-nuts and bolts,

1E Gilmans Industrial Estate,
Billingshurst, Sussex RH14 9EZ, UK.
CALLERSSTRICTLY BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
FAX: (0403) 783519, TEL: (0403) 784961
Minimum order: UK £50.00 plus VAT Export £100.00

MULTIROOM INSTALLER

Gospel Music Wudio
The Service Consultancy Design and
Professional Installation of Multiroom Audio
Visual Systems, Satellite, Home Cinema
Surround, Pro-Logic and THX.

Call Doug or Jean
(0544) 230254

32A HIGH STREET, KINGTON, HEREFORDSHIRE

M3TL -
S3TL -
S4TL -
S5TL -

Dual terminals for BIWIRING, spikes and assembly plans and instructions.

5.0” bass unit, cab size 810 x 186 x 210mm
6.5" bass unit, cab size 903 x 230 x 350mm
8.0” bass unit, cab size 960 x 275 x 400mm
10" bass 5” mid., cab size 1080 x 320 x 400

Plain or preveneered MDF Cab kits also available. Please phone for details, or
Send cheque or PO to: LPL. ACOUSTICS

2 Laverton Road, Westbury, Wiltshire BA13 3RS. Tel: 0373 823333

ALTERNATIVELY send £1.50 for 36-page SPEAKER BUILDING CATALOGUE comprising:
VALUABLE ADVICE on DESIGNING, BUILDING & TESTING speakers, and full technical specs,
including response curves of eight speaker kits, drive units, cables and quality accessories.

£166.00 + £5.75 p&p
£179.50 + £5.75 p&p
£211.00 + £6.75 p&p
£323.00 + £7.50 p&p

REVOX SERVICING

REVOX SERVICE

A77,B77, PR99
For fully guaranteed professional service
and repairs, call RamTek.
Tel: (081) 207 6159. Fax: (081) 953 1118
Suite 33, Kinetic Centre, Theobald
Street, Borehamwood, Herts WD6 4SE

AUDIO CABLES
Custom Made

STUDIO QUALITY CABLES

JADE INTERCONNECTS (1 mtr pair) £20.95 inc p&p
7 Day Money Back Guarantee

Pro-Logic/Home Cinema Cables
Individually made for your equipment
PLEASE WRITE OR PHONE FOR DETAILS
49 BISHOPS ROAD
PETERBOROUGH
PE1 5AP

TEL/FAX 0733 897379



Olassic Ghorce

QUALITY SECOND HAND HI-FI

...£995
£450

.£1795
£1100/1300

TDL Reference Monitors ...

2 x Linx Pulsar Power Amps Linx Vega Pre-amp......... .
Naim SBL's passive or acllve b\ack

Musical Fidelity P150/P3B ... .mint condition

....asnew
...mintc'tion .....

Nestorovic A1 Valve m'blocks 150 watt......mint condition ....£1995
Mark Levinson 23 5/26 m/sh £5,500

Audio 300B Silver Knight monoblocks ..mint condition £1695  Rega Elicit .............. ..mint condition ..........£495  Infinity IRS BITA loudspeaker system Brazilian Rosewood
7 Quicksilver monoblocks valve ...mint condition ........£1495  Albarry PPI \n(ergra(ed very good condition .£295  mint condition £4995
Conrad Johnson MF200 Stereo pwr .....mint condition ..........£795  Linn Mavik (inc. phono stage) ... asnew ...........£395  Magne-Planar 2-5R, beige....................mint condition .........£1295
" Krell KMA 100 MkIl monoblocks............mint condition ........£1895  Wadia 7+9 Transport + Dac with individual power supply Linn Sara + Stands.... .£200
Conrad Johnson Prem 11 m/sh £2250  as new £15,995  Totem + Foundation stnds, ...£895
O 8 1 5 6 8 8 8 0 Musical Fidelty P150 MKl .............. mint condition .......£295  Mark Levinson 30/31 Dac + Transport ...mint condition ..£14.995  SD Acoustics SDS, boxed mint condition £850
- Krell KSA 250 Stereo Power .mint condition ........£2850  Meridian 200/203 Train/Dac mint condition £695  Proac Response Ill, black ash .. .mint condition .........£1800
- NRG 401S Stereo power ........ mint condition ........£4500 ~ Wadia 8 CD Transport ........ ..mint condition £1995  Sonus Faber Extrema Original Stnds, boxed.....mint c'ion ... £4250
Equipment bought or part exchanged NVA 40 Stereo power amp ..................very good condition ..£295  Meridian 2068 CD PLayer ... .mint condition .........£595  Snell Type JII's + stands mint condition £650
Full demonstration facility by appointment Jadis Defy 7, Stereo pwr, new valves ...mint condition .........£3500  DPA T1/PDM1 MkIl Transpo mint condition ...... £1899  Koetsu 80th Anniversary, boxed ...mint condition .........£1600

Audio Research SP9 Mkll phono/line ..mint condition ... £995  Audio Note Dac 3 Signature..... as new £1995  Vanden HulMC1........... ..mint condition
Major credit cards are accepted Aragon 4004 mish £895  Meridian 602 Dac latest spec... as new ... ...£850  Nottingham Analogue Tracer as new

.mint condition

9.30am to 8.00pm 7 days Audio Research SP14 phonofline, blk...mint condition ........£1595  Naim CDi Cd Palyer .. . mint condition .£1200  VPI'HW 19 MkIll and Power Supply ...

Audio Research SP15 Mkl black, two box, phono/line Sonus Faber Minima Amators cmish .. .....£1195  Alphason Symphony & HR100 S-MCS + Atlas Pwr Supp\y piano b\ack £1495
mint condition £3500  Sonus Faber Amators SRR | 1} .£1600  Voyd, Valdi/Orion/PSW...................... i 750

Audio Innovations 2nd Audio m'blocks 2A3, 82.....as new...£1595  LFD LSl line only.... mint condition ... £495  Quad ESL 63 m/sh £1595  Burmester 838 phono stage (variable sensmvny) .

Audio Innovations 1st Audio Stereo 25 watt class A.as new..£850 BeardSBB101 ...£995  ATC SCM 100A mish £3500  Audio Innovations S1000 stop up .mish...
MOD Squad de lux line dnve passwe pve £450  ATC SCM 50A . m/sh £2500  Classic Vlave Head Amp + PSV ...

xgwognnova:ogi 1;( Auglr 519(7;75 LLHEE newv.iggg Counterpoint SAT line/phono ... .......£895  Linn Keltiks mint condition £3295  SME Series V

(Dlidle pwr (Silver) m g . Cadence Pre 2 power MA2 valve m 'blocks.......x-demo .....£1995  Celestion SL600 Si + Stds ..mint condition £595  Michel ISO/Hera

Audio Research 0115 Stereo pwr (silver) ..... -mint condition ...£995  Exposure XI, pre amp, IX pro power supply IV power amp Mission 753 black mint condition £550  Roksan Xerxes/RB250/XPS2....

Audio Research D70 Mkl Stereo Pwr .mint condition ...£795  mint condition £1395  Impulse H2" £1450

Audio Innovations $1000 .m/sh £895  Unison Research Simply 2....................as new .£895  Audio Static ES300 Piano, black...........mint condition .........£2995 TESSERAC RANGE ON PERMANENT DEMONSTRATION - PLEASE CALL

Some ex-demonstration bargains

Micromega T FDrive / T Dac CD plater

Micromega Stage 1 CD player Was £500
Micromega Stage 2 CD player Was £650
DPA 200 S pre / power amplifier Was £1250
Sugden A25 integrated amplifier Was £300
Morel Bassmaster 602 loudspeakers Were £1200
Heybrook Trio loudspeakers Were £359
Keswick Audio Aria loudspeakers Were £320
Royd Abbot loudspeakers Were £666
Audio Innovations P2 MC phone amp Was £899
Audio Innovations L1 pre amp Was £299
Audio Innovations First Audio power amp Was £1549
Audio Innovations Series 800 power amp Was £849

Was £1999  ex dem £1099

NEW £419
ex dem £499
ex dem £799
ex dem £199

NEW £650
ex dem £199
ex dem £179
ex dem £350
cx dem £549
cx dem £219
ex dem £875
ex dem £579

hi-fi for grown-ups
Signals is an authorised retailer for all
of these brands which are sold with
full manufacturer’s warranty.
See advertisement in dealer guide for
further details

HEATHERDALE AUDIO LTD

Clearaudio
“In my introduction, | described the Signature’s performance
as stunning. It's the only word that does this cartridge justice.”
Chris Beeching, Hifi News & RR. Aug 94
WE HAVE THREE COMFORTABLE DEMONSTRATION
LOUNGES WHERE YOU CAN AUDITION

CLEARAUDIO * AUDIONOTE « KRELL  AUDIO RESEARCH * KLIPSCH » MARTIN LOGAN
SONUS FABER * AGOGEE * THETA * SME » COPLAND * VOYD * MAGNEPLANAR »
LUMLEY REFERENCE » CREEK » ROTEL » EMF » HEYBROOK + CAT = BASIS » LUMLEY

MONITOR * MAGNUM/DYNALAB * GRAHAM and much more

THIS MONTHS PRE-OWNED BARGAINS

Magnum Reference 300 pre-amp.. [325
Magnum Reference Int amp .
udio Innovations 1st Audio. £995
Audio Innovations 1000 pre-amp .£995
Audio Innovations 200 power amp ..£295
Audio Innovations 300 Int. amp ...£375
Audio Innovations 800 MC trans ..£120
Linn LP12
Wadia X 32 DAC
Sony 702 DAC...
Magneplanar Tym| P
refurbished by Absolute Sounds.....£2095
Audio Research SP9 Pre-amp (Black)..£1295

Apogee Centaur Minor loudspeakers ... £995
Tannoy Buckingham Loudspeakers....£1500
Pioneer CT93 Reference Cass’ deck .....£650
TOL Reference Monitors £995
Linn Sara Speakers..... £275
Diamond Acoustics Ref.2*inc stands. £1295
Nakamichi Hi-Com Noise red" system..£495
Meridian CD208 CD Player/pre-amp...£995
Lumley 120 monoblocks (switchable)...£2795
Nakamichi 1000 ZXL cassette deck (rare) ..£2500
Magnepan SMCb speakers (new unopened). .£795

Alon 2 reference monitors ..........£1200

Linn LP12/SME/Ort. MC20 cart'ge...£795
Voyd/SME 1V/Clearaudio Delta ex-dem... £2000

Audionote AN| speakers from ...... £650
VISA SWITCH MASTER CARD WELCOME
WE TAKE PART EXCHANGE ON NEW & USED STOCK

TEL: (0903) 872288 or (0860)660001 after hours

Telephone Ipswich (01473) 622866

FAX: (0903) 872234
202 Findon Road, Worthing, W. Sussex BN14 OE)

HIFI EXCHANGE MAIL ORDER

7 MILL HILL, REPTON, DERBY DE65 6GQ
MAIL ORDER ONLY
TEL: 0283 702875 (incl. Sundays) 9am-9pm for latest prices
ESP950 £650 OTHER MODELS £POA
OTHER MODELS £POA =143

IAN HARRISON HIFI

TRADE IN YOUR OLD MOVING COIL(S) FOR A BRAND NEW ONE. THE AMOUNTS
SHOWN IN BRACKETS ARE WHAT YOU CAN SAVE COMPARED WITH THE

Can’t find what you

i ?
NORMAL SELLING PRICE. PLEASE PHONE OR WRITE FOR EXACT PRICES. THE QED DT911 £170
a re IOO kl n g fo r O8O0 EXACT PRICE WILL DEPEND ON HOW MANY AND WHAT TYPE OF CARTRIDGE DIGIT £109 DT901 £155
YOU WISH TO TRADE IN. MOVING MAGNETS CANNOT BE TRADED IN DIGIFLEX £16 IRS890 £155
I can also su Iv: CARTRIDGES DACPACK  £169 [l gmo
- ORTOFON DIGIT REF £350 DT811 140
T H E H I FI EXC H A N G E Conrad Johnsgwp y AUDIO TECHNICA POSITRON  £69  [ENM €119
i i i ili DYNAVECTOR AMPS £POA OTHER MODELS £POA
Whe.ther bUy'”Q or selling AUQ'Oph'“e Kuzma GOLDRING (TR SESPYRI MARANTZ
ARCAM OPTIFLEX £20 CD PLAYERS
eq Ulpmem regBter YQW reg uirements Benz Micro STANTON AUDIOQUEST CASSETTE DECKS
with us now. All enquiries are entered on Muse “Plase phone for trade [HEEH o SPEAKERSE AVPLIFERS
our sophisticated database where Wheaton Music ::'»:;"J:Zdi.'.npm oeue 50 casLes TUNERS
ipment matching tak | A MCCormack DRAGON PICONN DL 103D N Wl SENNHEISER ¢
gaupme atc 9 a. €s place E ive Technologi CR7E 21;20 DL160 £70 HE60 £399 gﬁf@? STYLI QyosA
complete catalogue of equipment wanted xpressive Technologies | gy Wl Auoio Tecunica [IEV) N i ——
. . * ATHI11 £POA HD560I! £109 y
and for sale, available weekly, is free* to EAD. DTOR0ES I ATHO10P IS ORPHEUS £POA CD'S & RECORDS
Sonographe OTHER MODELS £POA LGRS HD25 £109 PHONE FOR DETAILS

anyone both here and abroad. The “Hi Fi
Exchange” is continually updated and is
the most comprehensive source of
second hand and x-demo equipment
anywhere.

ALL GOODS ARE BRAND NEW WITH FULL UK GUARNATEES * NO X-DEMO EQUIPMENT * NO GREY IMPORTS « DELIVERY £5

(CARTRIDGES) » PLEASE PHONE OR WRITE FOR FURTHER DETAILS, REVIEWS, ADVICE, BROCHURES AND PRICES

Whether selling or buying pre-owned audio,
dealing in mail order, or specialising in vintage hi-fi,
Classic Chiozce is the only choice.

* First issue free to advertisers
Subscriptions available by post
TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME

CHOICE Too
(081) 568 8808

To advertise your business,
call Jennifer Phillips on (071) 917 7643




Reader Classified

AKAI 4000DS MKII spool recorder, plus 220
tapes for sale. Details Essex (01621) 816173

ARCAM Delta 70.3 CD player. Very good
condition, £380. Boxed. Bolton (01204)
811021

AUDIO RESEARCH V70 power amp, mint,
£2,700. London 0171-437 1988 Daytime.

AUDIO TECHNICA AT-OCS5. Brand new, £60,
or straight swap second hand
Ortofon/Dynavector. Bradford (01274)
832474 (Toni)

BOSE 901 Series IV direct reflecting speak-
er + equalizer + stands, still boxed, £1,000.
Glos (01285) 653159

CROFT OTL 3 valve power amp, excellent
condition, cost new £1,600 +, bargain at
£850 ono. Bristol (01272) 755902

ENTHUSIASTS clear out. Leak TL12 Plus
(pair), Leak 70 Plus 2 tuners. 2 preamps. All
good, £400 the lot. Pair Wharfedale Airdale
speakers, spotless, £240. Exeter (01392)
860182

KRELL PAMS5 and KSA100Mk II pre/power,
£2,300. Apogee Centaur Minor and stands,
£650. KEF 103/4MS rosewood, £670. All
mint condition and boxed. Sonic Link
Violet and Care cables at half price. Surrey
0181-942 6241

LEAK Stereo 20 amp, preamp and tuner. All
mint with original paper, £200. Also pair
of Leak 12+ and many other Leak items
(list), £400. Exeter (01392) 860182

LINN Isobarik DMS with Linn stands and
Naim cable. Excellent, £775. Cornwall
(01736) 757721

LINN Karik & Numerik. Mint condition CD.
Boxed, as new. Forced sale. New £2,500, sell
£1,400. Gloucester (01452) 611917

LINN Klyde cartridge. Less than 20 hours
use, £350 ono. Portsmouth (01705) 293646
(Dave)

LINN LP12, Cirkus, Lingo, Ekos, Klyde. In
walnut, £1,990. Naim NAC A5 cable, 2x5
metres bi-wired, £60. Cheadle 0161437
5819

MARANTZ CD-16 new model CD player.
Reviewed Dec HEFN. List £1,400, accept
£985. Unwanted prize. Wanted Rotel pas-
sive line stage. Edgware 0181-905 6331

METAXAS Charisma preamp, Iraklis power
amp. Boxed, unused, £2,500 ono. Devon
(01803) 813808

MISSION DAD 5 CD player, £100. Boxed, as
new. Soton (01703) 328573 (Cris)

MUSICAL FIDELITY T1 MKII tuner, with
outboard power supply. Barely used, £150.
Exeter (01404) 823291

NAKAMICHI RX-505E cassette deck, 18
months old, £600. Enfield 0181-363 7889
Evenings and weekends

NAIM NAIT 3 amp. only three months old.
Guaranteed three years, excellent condi-
tion, £360. W Sussex (01903) 716275

NAIM 72/Hi-Cap/180. Less than 2 yrs old.
Upgrading! Boxed, as new, with receipts.
£1,500 or offer. Will split. Norwich (01603)
593185 (daytime)

NVA P90 dual mono preamp (£340), sell
£200. AT-OCS5 cartridge (£145), sell £75.
Played less than five LPs. W. Yorks (01484)
429844 Day, (01484) 534890 Eve.

QUAD FM3 tuner. Perfect condition, £75.
Shure V15III cartridge, £5. Pair Tannoy
Chevening speakers, offers invited.
Brighton (01273) 203887

REVOX B77 MKk II 0.25” two track open reel
machine for sale. Excellent condition, £850
ono. London 0181-558 6431

ROKSAN Xerxes XPS2 with Artemiz arm.
Superb record player in black ash, lovingly
cared for, £695. Kent (01843) 597822

ROSEWOOD KEF 105/3 speakers and KUBE
200, £1,600 ono. Cheadle 0161437 8636

ROTEL RCD-965BX CD player, with free
Cable Talk Studio interconnect. Little use.
As new. Boxed, £180. London 0181-659 4294

SONY TAE1000-ESD preamplifier with Pro-
Logic, as new, £400. Swindon (01793)
750874

SONY TAN 55ES p/amp. Mint, £225. Pioneer
TX9500 tuner. Exc, £95. Garrard 401 deck.
Exc, £110. Milton Keynes (01908) 260112
Evenings.

TEAC stereo tape deck X10R. Hardly used.
Mint. Boxed. Manuals. NABs & several 10.5”
reels. Specifications or request, £400.
Exeter (01392) 860182

TECHNICS SUA900 MKII. Brand new. Only
20 Hrs use, £350. Northants (01832) 734884

VAN DEN HUL cables: Thunderline, 0.75m
pair, £35. D.102 Mk II, 0.5m pair, £10.
Magnum, 4m pair, £80. D.300, 6m pair,
£30. XXXX (01663) 742225 Evens (Tom)

VOLT home studio monitors. Black ash fin-
ish. Reference speakers and stands, £240.
Lincs (01652) 648681

WANTED Manuals or photocopy Pioneer
amp 9500. Teac reel X10R, also new 10.5”
reels and 1980s Hi-Fi Choice etc. Any hi-fi
books, brochures etc, 1970s, 1980s. Exeter
(01392) 860182 Eves

WANTED 1980s Hitachi amp and preamp,
model 7500. Also handbooks for Pioneer
9500 amp and Teac tape deck X10R. Sell or
exchange hi-fi year books Hi-Fi News maga-
zines, Wharfedale Airdales for smaller
loudsepakers. Exeter (01392) 860182

WANTED Hi-Fi Choice magazines, 1980s,
early hi-fi books, handbook Teac X10R,
10.5” reels (new), 10” LPs, good twin cas-
sette. Sell several valve (Leak) amps etc.
Long list free. Exeter (01392) 860182 Eves

Place an advert in Hi-Fi Choice for just £5

All you have to do is write your advert in block capitals on the coupon below, and send it to us at the
address shown together with a cheque for £5 made payable to Dennis Publishing Ltd. The advert will
appear for one issue only and must be no more than 90 characters long, including all spaces and your
phone number. Reader Classifieds are for the use of private individuals only and adverts from dealers
will not be accepted. All Reader Classified adverts will be printed subject to available space, and
Dennis Publishing Ltd accepts no liability for the accuracy of the information contained therein, nor
any consequence arising from it, nor for any minor typographical errors. We reserve the right to
amend or refuse adverts at the Editor’s discretion and we cannot guarantee that an advert will be
inserted in a specific issue. We regrets we can no longer process free Classified advertisements.

Name
Address

Tel no

Please return the completed coupon to:
Hi-Fi Choice, Reader Classifieds, 19
Bolsover Street, London W1P 7H]J. BLOCK
CAPITALS ONLY PLEASE!
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Considerable time and effort has gone into the creation of the Bill Hutchinson Innovation
Award Scheme, drawing from more than two decades of experience and expertise.

The Innovation Award is designed to assist you in identifying state of the
art equipment that matches your expectations whilst being of a build
quality that ensures many years of enjoyment.

A list of priorities have been drawn up in order
to establish the framework of the
Award Scheme. The main priorities are,
sound, value, construction,
design, style and originality.

Bl Futctiinson s

INNOVATION

A W A RD

The choice of dealer should be
given the same care and attention
as is given to your choice of equipment,
so that you may receive the kind of quality
service and advice that compliments equipment
of the same standard. The type of service you
ultimately receive will reflect on your overall enjoyment
of the product. A long-term association with a professional
dealer has real benefits and will serve as your personal
contact for information and advice on the Manufacturers
latest Innovations

If it is not possible to visit a Bill Hutchinson Hi-Fi AV Centre, simply contact
the Manufacturer for details of your nearest authorised stockist.
For further information on innovation stockist or simply for help and advice phone

041-248 2857

® Patent Applied For




The Forefront of Technology

Bl Futctinson s

e [

Model No: 731 " A WARD

* Unique enclosure design couples the bass driver to the e Inverted drive unit geometry optimises vertical dispersion

rear panel rather than the front baffle, thus isolating characteristics and ensures smooth phase and frequency
the energy source of the driver from the baffle. This results response around the crossover transition.
in a new order of clarity and freedom from coloration.  Anti-turbulance port design minimises low frequency

¢ Decoupled tweeter mounting reduces intermodulation of  “chuff” and aids production of ultra-clean bass output.
treble by low frequency induced energy.

* Precision moulded front baffle and rear panel in polymer
composite provide considerable structural integrity and
minimises unwanted colorations.

¢ Easy drive characteristics.

Considerable time and effort has gone into the creation of the Bill Hutchinson Innovation Award Scheme,
drawing from more than two decades o? experience and expertise. The Innovation Award is designed fo assist you
in identifying state of the art equipment that maiches your expectations whilst being of build quality that ensures
many years of enjoyment. A long-term association with a professional dealer has real benefits and will serve as
your personal contact for information and advice on the Manufacturers latest Innovations.

If it is not possible fo visit a Bill Hutchinson Hi-Fi AV Centre, simply contact the Manufacturer for details of your
nearest authorised stockist. ~

o
_ Hi-Fi o CD e« Audio Visual Centre
E==

[y @ GLASGOW 43 Hope Street. Tel: 041-248 2857 e EDINBURGH 43 South Clerk Street. Tel: 031-667 2877
g LEEDS 26-28 Woodhouse Lane. Tel: 0532 427777 e« NEWCASTLE 87A Clayton Street. Tel: 091-230 3600
o ® MANCHESTER 50/52 Deansgate. Tel: 061-832 1600
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The Forefront of Technology

Bl Fatchinson's

INNOVATION
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The Forefront of Technology

Bl Futechinson s
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The Forefront of Technology
DENON

PROFESSIONAL AUDIO

Bl Fatelinson's

INNOVATION

—r it > A W A RD
Model No: D-F10 Mini Component System
o UPA-F10 Integrated Amplifier
o UTU-F10 Am/Fm RDS Tuner

o UCD-F10 CD Player
o UDR-F10 Horizontal-loading Cassette Deck

Considerable time and effort has gone into the creation of the Bill Hutchinson Innovation Award Scheme,
drawing from more than two decades o? experience and expertise. The Innovation Award is designed to assist you
in identifying state of the art equipment that matches your expectations whilst being of build quality that ensures
many years of enjoyment. A long-term association with a professional dedler has real benefits and will serve as
your personal contact for information and advice on the Manufacturers latest Innovations.

If it is not possible to visit a Bill Hutchinson Hi-Fi AV Centre, simply contact the Manufacturer for details of your
nearest authorised stockist.

B Hodtctiinson

Hi-Fi e CD e Audio Visual Centre

GLASGOW 43 Hope Sireet. Tel: 041-248 2857 ¢ EDINBURGH 43 South Clerk Street. Tel: 031-667 2877
LEEDS 26-28 Woodhouse Lane. Tel: 0532 427777 o NEWCASTLE 87A Claylon Street. Tel: 091-230 3600
© MANCHESTER 50/5 Deansgate. Tel: 061-832 1600
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The Forefront of Technology

Model: Purdey

e Compatible with amplifiers from 30 to 120
watts per channel.

* Mass loadable for enhanced bass reproduction.
0 Floor-sfandinf, bi-wirable, two-way, speaker
with a cone isolated plinth provided.

* Available in either a black-wood or a rich

rose-wood finish. Bl Dhuteli Y

o “...delivers a remarkably powerful performance,

one that’s detailed and coherent with a strong
sense of timing.” - Hi-Fi Choice, December 1994.

¢ “...RAM has a real winner on it's hands with A W A R
Revolver speakers and (Purdey) model in D
particular.” - CD Review, November 1994.

REV-OLVER

Considerable time and effort has gone into the creation of the Bill Hutchinson Innovation Award Scheme,
drawing from more than two decades of experience and expertise. The Innovation Award is designed to assist you
in identifying state of the art equipment that matches your expectations whilst being of build quality that ensures
many years of enjoyment. A long-term association with a professional dealer has real benefits and will serve as
your personal contact for information and advice on the Manufacturers latest Innovations.

If it is not possible to visit a Bill Hutchinson Hi-Fi AV Centre, simply contact the Manufacturer for details of your
nearest authorised stockist.

B, Fhedtetiinson
Hi-Fi e CD e Audio Visual Centre

GLASGOW 43 Hope Street. Tel: 041-248 2857 e EDINBURGH 43 South Clerk Street. Tel: 031-667 2877
LEEDS 26-28 Woodhouse Lane. Tel: 0532 427777 » NEWCASILE 87A Clayton Sireet. Tel: 091-230 3600
® MANCHESTER 50/52 Deansgate. Tel: 061-832 1600
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CENTRES
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Audio Visual Centre
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HEAR KENWOOD’S INNOVATION WINNING AV AMPLIFIER

T H E P R O

W hen you purchase from Bill Hutchinson
you're buying the best names in Hi-Fi

from the best name for Hi-Fi.

Our Product Guarantee and Pricing Policy

ensure you obtain an excellent deal.
My staff and | look forward to being of YAMAHA DSP-2070 - AV AMPLIFIER - INNOVATION WINNER ‘94

service o you. )%L LL KENWOOD KRV 6060- AV RECEIVER - INNOVATION WINNER ‘94

F E

PIONEER PDS-703 - CD PLAYER - INNOVATION WINNER ‘94

MARANTZ 1020 - LYFE STYLE SYSTEM - INNOVATION WINNER ‘94

Should you find any local dealer offering AWAAD-450 - CASSETTEDECK - INNOVATION WINNER ‘94
a better price for goods currently in stock at
Bill Hutchinson and the alternative quoting retailer, | KEeF100 - CENTRE SPEAKERS - INNOVATION WINNER ‘94

we will better that deal.
JVC UX-C7 - AV AMPLIFIER - INNOVATION WINNER ‘94

SIS ISR

LICENSED CREDIT BROKERS ASK FOR DETAILS

THE LARGEST SELEGTION OF QUALITY HI-FI AND AUDIO VISUAL SYSTEMS
EDINBURGH
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MON - SAT 9.30AM - 6.00PM MON - SAT 9.30AM - 6.00PM OPEN MONDAY - SATURDAY MON - SAT 9.30AM - 6.00PM MON - SAT 9.30AM - 6.00PM
SUNDAY 11.00AM - 4.00PM SUNDAY 11.00AM - 4.00PM 9.30AM - 5.30PM SUNDAY 11.00AM - 4.00PM SUNDAY 11.00AM - 5.00PM
THURSDAY LATE OPENING THURSDAY LATE OPENING THURSDAY LATE OPENING THURSDAY LATE OPENING THURSDAY LATE OPENING
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The most comprehensive hi-fi listing in the known universe

WE CHOOSE THE BEST HI-FI FOR YOU

Welcome to the Hi-Fi Choice [
Buyer’s Guide, the UK’s
biggest and best guide to
choosing hi-fi. Over 2,500
items are listed, with
up-to-date prices and
specifications. Part two
comprises the unique
review-based Directory,
containing our views on
over 700 components that
have been tested and rated
by the Hi-Fi Choice experts.

PRICE GUIDE PAGE 95
YOUR AT-A-GLANCE REFERENCE TO HI-Fi
PRICES, TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS AND
OPTIONS. OVER 2,500 ITEMS LISTED! IF IT'S
HOT AND HI-FI, IT’S HERE.

PRODUCT CATEGORIES
AMPLIFIERS PAGE 97
CASSETTE DECKS PAGE 103
CD PLAYERS, TRANSPORTS AND DACs

PAGE 105
DIGITAL RECORDERS PAGE 108
HEADPHONES PAGE 108
LOUDSPEAKERS PAGE 114
RECEIVERS PAGE 122
SYSTEMS PAGE 122
TUNERS PAGE 123
TURNTABLES, ARMS AND CARTRIDGES

PAGE 125
THE DIRECTORY PAGE 131

THE ORIGINAL, THE MOST AUTHORITATIVE,
THE BEST. OUR UNIQUE REVIEW-BASED
GUIDE TO OVER 700 PRODUCTS TESTED IN
Hi-Fi CHOICE. BEWARE CHEAP IMITATIONS...




Analogue lovers . ..

Our world

renowned precision
pick-up arms and turntables
await you.

Sales and service enquiries to:
SME LTD e STEYNING e SUSSEX e BN44 3GY e ENGLAND
@ 01903 814321 [Fx] 01903 814269

Mana Arousgtics
Music with Life

Photo: Paul Hartley Studios

The MANA Reference 5-tier Amplifier Stand
with Sound Stage

For information on MANA products please contact:
MANA ACOUSTICS
59 Jubilee Close
Pinner
Middlesex HA5 3TB

Telephone/fax 081-429 0118

BEST

INTERCONNECT

1994

WHAT HI*FI? AWARDS 1994
- ; —

Call now for more information
The Chord Company,
30A Sarum Business Park, Salisbury, Wiltshire SP4 6EA.
Tel: 0722 331674. Fax: 0722 411388




3 1[e BUYER UlD

Key to amplifiers Type: Int - integrated, Pre - preampli- Key to amplifiers Type: Int - integrated, Pre - preampli-
Price - typical retail, to nearest fier, Pwr - power amplifier. Pnce typical retail, to nearest fier, Pwr - power amplifier.
ound. . Headphone - Y - yes. N no. g Headphone - Y - yes N no.
ower - output power in watts, per Remote - Y - yes ower E ou;‘gut power in watts, per Remote - Y - yes,
channel, RMS. Size - width x helghlx dep!h in cm. channel, R Size - width x helgh! x depth incm.
Inputs - MM/MC phono moving coil é‘ Inputs - MM/MC phono moving coil
and moving magnet, L - line (CD, aux Products highlighted in red have been | and muvmg magnet, L - line (CD, aux Products highlighted in red have been
etc), T - tape. tested in Hi-Fi Choice. Please refer to etc), T-ta tested in Hi-Fi Choice. Please refer to
A/V -includes Dolby Surround or Pro The Directory for full test results. A/V - lndUdeS Dolby Surround or Pro The Directory for full test results.
Logic decoder and amplification. Logic decoder and amplification.
= =
H g |
: 125 B £ g 2 2l B g |3
Model : B2 B H g‘ size | Special Model : BB |5 8 |8 [size |specia
Aiwa XA-003 140 |int |N }40 MM,2L,1T Y N 2 speaker circuits Audiolab 8000C 520 |Pre IN |- MM/MC1T,3T Y N | 45,8,36 | 2 pairs of outputs
Aiwa XA-950 230 fint JN J100 jMM/MC2L2T JY JY |- 2 speaker circuits Audiolab 8000P 700 |Pwr |- }100 |- - | N | 458,36 | Bi-wire speaker terminals
Alchemist Kraken/pre Annjv 0 |Pre N MM,3L,2T N | N |]25925 | Stainless steel/gold finish Audiolab 8000M 750 JPwr |- 125 |- N ] 45,8,36 | Single monoblock
Alchemist Kraken/Pwr Anjiv 0 |Pwr }- |60 - N | N | 32925 | Stainless steel/gold finish Audiolab 8000PPA 850 |Pre N |- MM/MC < - | 45,8,36_] Phono preamplifier
Alchemist Kraken/Pre 380 |Pwr |- 60 - - - 32,9,25 | Bridgable Audiolab 8000Q 1000 JPRE IN |- 3L,2T Y Y | 45,8,36 | 'Pure Direct' signal path
Alchemist Kraken/mono 380 |pwr IN |60 |- N |IN ]32925 Audiolink Sterling Il 350 |int {N }60 jMM/MC N | N | 43,7,270] Available in chrome
Alchemist Kraken 395 fPre N |- 5LAT N JN | 25925 |Bridging circuit built-in Audiolink P400 467 |Pre IN |- 4L N N | 43.7,270] Available in chrome
Alchemist Kraken/Pwr 399 jint IN |60 3L,2T N N | 32,9,25 | MM £45 option Audiolink PR401 583 |Pwr IN 100 |- N | N | 43,10,37] Available in chrome
Alchemist Kraken Anniv 499 fint N |60 MM,3L,2T N N | 25,9,25 | Stainless steel/gold finish Aura VA8O 280 fint N §45 Sk, b1 Y N | 43,6,31 | Chrome finish, £50 extra
Alchemist Forseti 899 fint N J160 j4L2T N |N |47,1039 Aura VA100 I 330 fint IN §70 JMM.ALIT Y |N | 436,31 | Chrome finish add £50
Alchemist Freya 1020 |Pre IN |- |6LAT N |N 31,730 AVI S2000MA 599 |Pwr j- 90 |- sk
Alchemist Odin 1020 |Pwr |- 80 - - = 31,14,30] Stereo AVI S2000MP 749 |Pre N |- SLIT N = 31,259
Alchemist Genesis 1525 {Pwr |- 110 |- - - 25,14,30] Pair monoblocks AVI S2000M1 799 |int N {100 j4L, 1T Y 31,25,9
AMC AV81 Control 289 |Pre |Y - 8L,2T N ¥ - AVI S2000MM 1099 |Pwr |- 150 |- = - 2x monoblocks
AMC 2445 299 |Pwr |- 45 |- = 4 channels AVI S2000A 1499 |Pwr N }250 §- - - 143509
AMC 1030 379 |Pre N |- MM N N Beard VM-P 795 |Pre §N |- MM/MC3LIT N [N Hybrid tube/MOSFET
AMC 2030 449 |Pwr |- J30 |- = - Beard CA-35 995 |Pre -{N |- MMMC3LIT N |N Tube Class A
AMC S84 479 |Pre |Y |- 8L N |Y Multiroom, bal/unbal inputs Beard VMI-50 995 |int N }50 MM/MC3LIT N N Hybrid tube/MOSFET
AMC AV81 H.T. Control 499 |Pre |Y |- 8L,2T N |IN As AV81 plus Dolby Pro Logid Beard P-35 1395 JPwr {- 35 - N N Tube, Class A
AMC CVT3030 529 fint {N J30 }6LIT Y |N Tube amp Beard CA-506 1695 |Pre N |- MMMC3L2T N |N Tube, Class A
Analogue Saturn 75 |Pre IN |- MM N |IN Beard A-70 2895 |Pwr §- 70 |- N N Monoblock, tube, Class A
Analogue Saturn MC 75 |Pre IN |- MC N [N | Beard M-1000 5900 |Pwr N 100 §- - - Pair monoblocks
Analogue Jupitor 330 fint IN J30 JMM.ALIT N |N |- Bryston .4 641 |Pre {Y |- 41T N JN 48525
Arcam Alpha 5 230 |int JN 40 §MM.3L.2T Y N | 43830 |Bypassable tone controls Bryston BP1 673 |Pre §Y |- MM or MC N N | 485,25 | Phono stepup, bal & unbal
Arcam Alpha 6 330 |int IN }50 MM,3L,2T Y |Y |]438.30 | Remote volume facility Bryston 2B-LP 750 |Pwr Y |75 - N N | 485,25 |Bridgable
Arcam Delta 290P 400 |Pwr IN |75 |- Y |N 43930 Bryston BP4 802 |Pre Y |- 41T N N |48525 |Balanced out
Arcam Delta 290 480 |int N |75 }4L2T Y }JY | 43932 | Opt MM/MC phono module Bryston BPS 889 |Pre §Y |- MM/MC,3L,1T N N | 48,525 | MM or MC, balanced out
Arcam Delta 110S 520 |Pre N |- MM/MC,3L,2T | Y X 43,7,30 | As Delta 110, w/o DAC Bryston BP20 1126 |Pre }Y - 8L1T N N 48,5,25 | Balanced in/out
Arcam Delta 120.2 550 jPwr N }100 |- Y N ] 43,9,30 | Bridgeable Bryston 3B-NRB 1159 |Pwr {Y 150 |- N N 48,13,23] Bridgable, bal & unbalanced
Arcam Delta 110 750 |Pre IN |- MMMC,2L,2T |Y JY | 43,730 ]|On-board DAC, 2 inputs Bryston THX3B 1262 |Pwr Y 150 |- N | N | 48,13,23] 2 channels, THX approved
Arion EOS 899 |Pwr N }18 - - - - With volume control Bryston 4B-NRB 1756 |Pwr 1Y §300 |- N | N | 48,13,39] Bridgable, bal & unbalanced
Arion Elektra 999 fint IN }18 }J4LIT N N Class A valve Bryston 7B-NRB 1815 JPwr §Y 1500 |- N §N | 48,13,39] Single monoblock
Arion Eros Line 1050 |Pre N |- 41T N |N Dual mono construction Bryston THX4B 1858 |Pwr §Y 300 |- N J N | 48,13,39] 2 channels, THX approved
Arion EOS Export 1099 |Pwr N |18 o = & With volume control Bryston THX7B 1917 JPwr §Y §500 |- N N | 48,13,39] 1 channel, THX approved
Arion Elektra Export 1199 fint N J18 J4L1T N |N Class A valve amp Bryston 8B-NRB 2195 |Pwr §Y 1150 |- N | N | 48,13,39} 4 channels, bridgeable
Arion Triton 1250 |Pwr - J10 |- - - Triode, volume control Bryston THX8B 2400 JPwr §Y §150 |- N | N | 48,13,39] 4 channels, THX approved
Arion Eros Phono 1250 |Pre IN |- 3L1T N |N Dual mono construction C.R. De Kalypso 499 [Int IN J15 |5L & =
Arion Talos Line 1350 fint N j10 j4LIT N N Triode Class A valve amp C.R. De Romulus 998 |int §N 35 5L - ~ -
Arion Tycho 1650 |Pwr N |50 |- - - Pure Class A CAT SL1 Sig line 5500 fPre N |- 3LIT - N 1 31,48,14] 2 outputs, valve
Art Audio Conductor H'phqne400 |- N |- - Y IN Single ended triode Class A CAT SL1 Sig phono 6000 |Pre IN }- MM,2L = N | 31.48,14] 2 outputs, valve
Art Audio VPA 750 |Pre §N |- MM/MC N N CAT JL1 13500 JPwr N 200 §- = = :
Art Audio VPL 816 |Pre N |- 6L,2T N |N Chimera X-150C 800 fint §N |- SLIT N _|N Balanced CD in, balanced ou:
Art Audio VP1 952 |Pre N |- MM,5L,2T N _|N Chimera X-80 800 fint N 80 JSLIT N |N
Art Audio Conductor 1000 {Pre §N |- 6L,2T - N Twin valve PSU Chimera X-150P 1200 fPwr |- 150 |- = - MOSFET, balance, bridgable
Art Audio Quintet 1393 |Pwr |- 15 = % < Class A triode/pentode Chimera X-100 1200 jint §N }100 }SLIT N N |- Qutboard PSU
Art Audio Conductor Phonp 1500 |Pre |N |- MM/MC N _|IN Separate PSU, upgradable Classe Audio Audio 3D 1320 |Pre IN |- MM/MC,4L1T R |]48,7,28
Art Audio Conductor Expoft 1500 jPre N |- 6L,2T Y LY Separate PSU, upgradable Classe Audio Audio 70 1399 |Pwr |- 75 = = - 48,12,30] Single ended, balanced
Art Audio Concerto 1669 |Pwr N 150 |- - - 2x mono triode/pentode Classe Audio Audio 4L 1697 |Pre N |- 5L,1T N ] 48,9,34 | Remote option
Art Audio Tempo 2398 fPwr - 30 |- = - 2x mono Class A triode Classe Audio Audio 4 1735 |Pre N |- MM/MC,AL1T N | 48.9,34 | Remote option
Art Audio Maestro 3524 |Pwr N }100 |- 5 5 2x mono triode/pentode Classe Audio Audio 10 2299 |Pwr |- 125 |- - = 48,17,42] Single ended, bal bridgable
Art Audio Integra 11644 |int N 30 5L,2T N N - Class A Pentode Classe Audio Audio 5L Il | 2395 |Pre N |- 5L1T N 48,15,43] Remote option
Audio Innovation L1 299 [Pre IN |- 3L1T N N 251030 Classe Audio Audio 5 Il 2657 |Pre §N |- MM/MC 4L, 1T N | 48,15,43] Remote option
Audio Innovation Alto 329 fint N J35 41,21 N N ]438,30 Classe Audio Audio 15 3399 jPwr 175 ] - & 48,19,42] Single ended, bal bridgable
Audio Innovation Ser200| 349 |Pre §N |- MM,3LT N N 50,12,30 Classe Audio Audio 6L Il | 3469 |Pre IN |- SLAT N 48,15,43] Remote option, sep PSU
Audio Innovation T2 399 |Pre N |- MC N |N |12,16,8 | Phone stepup Classe Audio Audio 61l | 3817 |Pre {N |- MM/MC,4L,1T N | 48,15,43] Remote option, sep PSU
Audio Innovation Ser 200 499 JPwr N |12 - N N ] 50,12,30 Classe Audio Audio 25 4639 |Pwr |- 250 |- - - 48,20,53] Single ended, bal bridgable
Audio Innovation Ser 300] 499 |int N |10 MM,3L,1T N IN ] 50,1230 Classe Audio Audio M-709 7690 |Pwr |- 700 |- - - 48,19,44] Single ended, bal monoblock
Audio Innovation P2 679 |Pre N |- MM N | N | 50,12,30] Phono stage Classe Audio Audio M-10§09968 |Pwr |- 1k = - - | 48,22,53] Single ended, bal monoblock
Audio Innovation L2 699 |Pre N |- 41T N N 50,12,30 Concordant Exhilerant 900 |Pre {N |- 5L N N = 6 tube pre, wood case option
Audio Innovation Ser 800 | 849 |Pwr N 25 §- N N |411534 Concordant Exquisite 1950 |Pre N |- 5L N |N 10 tubes, 2 line out, ext PSU
Audio | Classic 25 899 |int IN 25 J4LIT N | N | 46,15,34] Kit amplifier Conrad-Johnson PV1OAL| 995 |Pre N |- 5L N N Line version of PV-10A
Audio Innovation P2MC 899 |Pre N |- MM/MC N N ] 50,12,30] Phono stage Conrad-Johnson PV-10A | 1250 |Pre {N |- MC,4L N N Tube
Audio Innovation Ser 500 | 999 jint N |25 MM,3L,2T N |N |41,1534 Conrad-Johnson PV-12L | 2250 |Pre N |- 5L N N Line version of PV-12
Audio Innovation Ser 700|999 jint N |25 41T N [N |41.1534 Conrad-Johnson PV-12 | 2750 |Pre N |- MC.,4L N |N Tube
Audio Innovation 1000 1499 |Pwr {N 150 % N N | 41,15,34] Monoblocks C-J Premier 11A 3500 |Pwr {N {70 = - - Baby Premier 8
Audio | First Audio 1549 |Pwr N |75 |- N IN ]411534 C-J Premier 10 3900 |Pre §N ot N N Line version of Premier 7B
Audio Innovation 1000SE | 2249 |Pwr N |50 §- N | N | 41,1534] Silver circuit board C-J Evolution 20 SPED | 6700 |Pre N |- MC.4L N |N Poor man's Premier 78
Audio | 2nd Audio 2999 |Pwr N |15 = N N 41,15,34] Monoblocks C-J Premier 12 7000 JPwr N }140- §- - - Monoblock pair
Audio Note Ongaku 22411 jint §N 26 6L N N Single-ended Class A tube C-J Premier 7B 11000 JPre {N |- MC,4L N N Ext PSU, twin mains leads
Audio Note Oto 1250 fint §N j24 MM/MCALAT N N - C-J Premier 8A 16000 |Pwr §N }275 |- - - - Monoblocks, price per pair
Audio Research LS-3 1599 |Pre IN |- 5L,1T N N |48,14,26] 1 direct input Copland CSA14 999 unt N |60 JMM3LIT N N | 43,13,38] Hybrid tube/transistor
Audio Research PH-1 1649 JPre N |- MM/MC N N | 48,14,26] Phono preamp Copland CTA-301 1250 |Pre N |- MM,3L,1T N §N | 4313,38] Tube, soft start
Audio Research LS-3b 2250 |Pre §N |- 5L1T N N | 48,14,26] 1 direct input Copland CTA-501 1420 |Pwr N 130 2L N N 43,18,38] Tube, has vol control
Audio Research VT60 2430 |Pwr IN |35 - N N |- Single ende tube mono Copland CTA-401 1495 fint §N 30 | MM,3L1T N JN | 43,18,38] Tube push/pull ultra-linear
Audio Research LS-2 2796 |Pre IN |- 5L1T N | N | 48,14,26] 1 direct input/hybrid Copland CTA-504 1750 |Pwr N §50 - N J N | 43,18,38] Switchable tetrode/triode
Audio Research D-200 2800 |Pwr IN }110 |- - - 48,14,31] Single ended, balanced Counterpoint Solid 1EM 895 |Pwr §- 100 |- Rk 25,6,27 | Mono
Audio Research SP9 Il 2850 |Pre N |- MM/MCAL2T N | N | 48,14,26] Hybrid Counterpoint Solid 8E 1075 |Pre N |- 3LIT N |N }496.27
Audio Research PH-2 2895 |Pre N |- MM/MC N N | 48,14,26| Balanced Counterpoint SA-1000E | 1095 |Pre N |- MM/MC,3L,1T N N |]49,12,32
Audio Research LS-2b 3355 |Pre N |- 5L,1T N N | 48,14,26] 1 balanced direct input/hybrid Counterpoint Solid 1E 1295 |Pwr |- 100 |- - Mono
Audio Research V35 3355 jPwr IN |30 : sil=o 1~ 48,18,37] Balanced in, hybrid Counterpoint SA100E 1495 |Pwr |- 100 |- - - Hybrid
Audio Research V70 4480 |Pwr IN |60 - - - 48,18,40] Balanced in, hybrid Counterpoint SA-2000E | 1595 |Pre N }- 4.,2T N N | 49,1233
Audio Research D-300 4800 |Pwr §N }160 |- - - 48,18,33] Single ended, balanced Counterpoint Solid 2E 1955 |Pwr |- 200 |- - - 49,17,49] Hybrid
Audio Research LS-5 5290 |Pre N |- 5L,1T N N | 48,14,30] Full balanced in/out Counterpoint SA-3000E | 1995 |Pre {N |- MM/MC,4L,2T |N N 49,12,33] Separate PSU
Audio Research VT130 | 5600 |Pwr N |65 |- N [N |- Stereo tube, balanced Counterpoint NPS-200E | 2495 |Pwr - 200 |- N IN |- Rated at 4ohms, hybrid
Audio Research D-4001l | 6200 {Pwr {N }200 |- - - 48,23,33] Single ended, balanced Counterpoint SA4 3575 |Pwr |- 140 |- - - - Hybrid
Audio Research V140 8960 |Pwr §N }120 |- - - | 48,22,30] Monoblocks, hybrid 7S s 2 A R
‘Audio Research VI150 |14900 [Pwr IN 1330 I . - 37.31.56| Monoblocks, tube Listings marked in red (as shown below) are covered in the Hi-Fi Choice Directory.
Audiolab 8000A 500 Jint N f60" fmmMmCAT3T [Y | N | 45836 | Preoutmainin Audiolab 8000A 450 Int N 60 MMMCIT3T Y N 458,36 Preout/main in




Alternatively you could sit yourself
between a pair of speakers

The Jecklin Float range of high performance transducers don’t
simply bridge a gap between headphones and loudspeakers they
offer a unique alternative in listening pleasure and comfort.

*...the sound quality is more akin “Frequency response is admirably

10 a pair of speakers than most Jecklin Float I smoath! onddistoriion] i< 155 eesiTar
other headphones we know. R.R.P £79 00 ’

-~ N - il . high listening levels.”
They could no more fatigue your

A ) N ’ AND AUDIOPHILE
ears than a speaker placed -
several feet away™ I Jecklin Float II

R.R.P. 299.00 “These headphones may not look

“To call these transducers AND particulary serious but they

‘headphones’ is to do them . sound lively and accurate. The
an injustice. ‘Head Jecklin Float scparation between classical
speakers’ would be a more Electrostatic instruments - tonally and in space

accurate appellation” R.R.P. £399.00 - is a joy to hear.

AUDIOPHILE

WHAT HI-FT?

FOR LITERATURE AND DETAILS OF YOUR NEAREST STOCKIST. 22

PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN TO MAY AUDIO MARKETING. =
NaMe.....ooooiii e

e 2
Address.. D
..................................................................... 4,94?7_
MAY AUDIO MARKETING « 83 MAIN STREET « BURLEY-IN- //VG
WHARFEDALE « WEST YORKSHIRE - LS29 7BU « TEL: 0943 864930

HFC

KRAFT

ACOUSTIC ENERGY ¢ AVALON o B & W o DENON e FINAL
ELECTROSTATICS o GRUNDIG TV e LINN HI-FI  LINN KNEKT
MARK LEVINSON e MARTIN LOGAN e NAKAMICHI ¢ PROCEED
QED e+ SENNHEISER ORPHEUS ¢ SONY TV

HIFI FROM £800 - £50,000
Home Theatre & Multi Room ¢ Design & Consultation

1 MONTPELIER STREET KNIGHTSBRIDGE LONDON SW7 1EX
TELEPHONE 071 581 8877 FACSIMILE 071 581 9292

“Isn’t it brill that you can go into one shop andj
choose from all the leading brands of hi-fidelity
equipment, and guess what? We know what
we’re talking about, and we care!”

“THE GRIEG LEAD”

Make your system more composed
with this advanced oxygen free
copper audio interconnect cable —
multi-strand centre with 2 screens,
semi-conductive plastic and copper
braid to stop high level of
interference inc. R.E - for CD,

tape deck or between pre- and
power amps. Using high quality
gold plated phono plugs could be
the best £29 inc. P&P (pair) you've
spent on your hi-fi.

Tried, tested and enjoyed by our
many satisfied customers.

And Oodles More’

Customers’ deposits are

uuuuu teed by the

British Audio Dealers
Associal

COMPANY

OF ST. MARTINS SQ.
EST 19 7 l DEALERS ASSOCIATION

g 6 Silver Walk, Leicester m

i 7l Telephone: (0533) 539753 e
W  rax. (0533)626097

e B D e Sound

| Hi-Fi Consultants |

(0784) 458176 / (081) 893 4485

Welcome! and Happy New Year
to ALL our New Readers

We are specialist suppliers of high quality
valve and solid state amplifiers, and
matching speakers and signal sources. We
welcome all readers to this, our first ad in
Hi-Fi Choice. Our brands are listed below,
but more important is our commitment to
ensuring that you, our customer, are happy
with your purchase.

Call us for a chat, and discover why we’re
different.

Arion Acoustics, Audio Innovations, Audio Note,
C.A.T,, Credo, Kinshaw, LLumley Reference, Triangle,
YBA, Impulse, Lumley Monitor, Townshend,
Counterpoint, AudioMeca, Micromega, Graham,
Pro-Ject, Wilson/Benesch, Ortofon, Transfiguration,
Cogan Hall, Goertz, Isolda, Lieder, Revelation, Silver
Sounds, XI1.O, Appollo, Base, Frameworks

PURE SOUND AND THE AUDIO ROOM: COVERING LONDON AND THE SOUTH EAST
FOR PERSONAL SERVICE, HOME DEMONSTRATIONS AND EXCELLENT HI-FI




gﬁzem 1;,npl)|ca| fretall to nearest E)é?ePV&‘f' Dgs:eg'[z‘fig“?'?r ) gﬁ%em atrynpp:lclgllerrestall to nearest EZ?ePwr! ;;Zﬁr':ﬁgn;':r i
ound. Headphone - Y ound. Headphone - Y - yes N no.
ower - output power in watts, per Remote - Y - ower - output power in watts, per Remote - Y - yes,
channel, RM3. Size - width x helght i depth iy e channel, RMS. Size - width x helght x depth incm.
Inputs - MM/MC phono moving coil Inputs - MM/MC phono moving coil
and moving magnet, L - line (CD, aux Products highlighted in red have been and mnvmg magnet, L - line (CD, aux Products highlighted in red have been
etc), T - tape. tested in Hi-Fi Choice. Please refer to etc), T tested in Hi-Fi Choice. Please refer to
A/V - includes Dolby Surround or Pro The Directory for full test results. AV - |n(|udes Dolby Surround or Pro The Directory for full test results.
Logic decoder and amplification. Logic decoder and amplification.
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Counterpoint SA-5000E | 3595 |Pre N MMMCAL2T §N | N | 49,12,27] Separate PSU Electro AW250DMB-SF | 4560 |Pwr §N §250 |- - - | 48,45,22] Blue stone facia
Counterpoint NPS-400E | 3995 |Pwr |- ]400 |- N |N |- Rated at 4 ohms, hybrid EMF Audio Sequel 349 fint IN }50 IMMALIT Y IN ]4365°28
Counterpoint SA-9 3995 |Pre N |- MM/MC N | N | 49,12,37] Phono stepup Exposure XX 625 fint IN J40 j4L2T N IN | 438535
C'point Nat Progress 4125 |Pwr. 150 |- - - - Mono, hybrid Exposure XiX 725 |Pre N |- 5L N JN |438535
Counterpoint NPM-E 7595 fPwr |- 150 |- - - 49,18,49] Twin monoblocks Exposure XV 725 |int §{N J40 JMMMC3L2T N | N | 438535
Credo PMP003 385 |Pre IN = N IN | 226,24 |Phonoamp MM/MC, & PSU Exposure XIV. 750 |Pre IN §}- MMMC,3L2T §N N | 488,30 |Digitalin
Credo HMP003 388 |Pre N |- - Y |N Class A headphone amp Exposure XVIil 750 |Pwr N 160 |- N IN | 438535
Credo MMP002 439 |Pre IN |- - N [N |- Mic amp, phantom power Exposure XVII 775 |Pre IN - MMMC,3L2T IN | N | 438535
Credo IMP702 499 fint IN }70 |6L - N ] 44,631 Exposure XVIll (pr) 1500 |Pwr N }60 |- N | N | 43,85,35] 2x mono monoblock
Credo IMP703 538 Jint IN |70 MM/MC, 6L - Y | 44,6,31 | As above, with remote Exposure IV 1800 jPwr N 80 - N §N |481335
Credo CMP004 799 Pre IN |- 6L N JN 446,31 |3outputs Fullers Pre 1 599 |Pre IN |- MM/5L,2T N §N | 489,30 | Optional MC stage
Credo CMP005 1119 |Pre N |- 6L N FY 3 - Remote controlled pre Fullers Pre 1+ 649 |Pre N |- 6L.2T N JN | 48930 |Nophono option - hard wired
Credo PMP154 1699 |Pwr N 1150 |- - N | 44,16,31 Fullers A10 1200 JPwr |- 10 - - - 48,13,30] Single ended Class A
Credo PMP303 1699 |Pwr {N 30 - - N Class A power amp Gamma Phonostage 599 |Pre {N - N JN | 14,14,30] Add on for Gamma preamps
Credo PMP102 2181 |Pwr §N 100 |- - N | 44,21,31] Class A power amp Gamma Acoustics ERA | 1999 |Pre N |- = - N |44,17,30
Credo PMP252 2509 |Pwr {N 1250 |- - N 44,2131 Gamma Space Reference| 3499 |int §N 18 - - N | 43,22,31] Line integrated
Creek P42 250 |Pre |- £ 41,21 Y §- 42,6,20 | Plug-in modules available Gamma Acoustics Spage] 3499 |Pwr {N 18 |- - N | 432231
Creek A42 250 |Pwr J- J50 |- - - 142620 Gamma Era Reference 3499 |Pre N |- = N {44,17,30
Creek 4240 250 fint N J40 J3LIT Y | N ]426,20 | Optional phono input Gamma Acoustics Rhythrp 4999 JPwr N 25 |- N | 38,30,53] Single ended Class A
Crimson 620 395 |Pwr IN J40 |- Gl B Gamma Acoustics Aeon | 6999 [Pwr IN 130 |- N | 29,21,53 Single ended Class A, mono
Crimson CS610 395 |Pre {N |- MM/MC,2L1T N N §91035 Gamma Aeon Signature | 8999 |Pwr {N 130 - = N | 29,21,53] Single ended Class A, mono
Crimson CS620 395 |Pwr §N J40 |- - - 191035 Gamma Space Signature |19999 |Pwr N |18 |- - N | 44,21,53] Single ended Class A, mono
Croft Micro 299 |Pre N MM, 3T, 1T N N |- Gamma Era Signature  |20000 |Pre N |- - = N | 44,2439
Croft Micro 400 fPre N |- MM,3L,1T N IN J4310,36) Tube Grant CD10 482 |Pre IN |- 4L N IN
Croft Series 5 549 |Pwr IN }35 = N |N Ultralinear design Grant §100P 764 |Pre {N |- MM,2L1T N |N
Croft Charisma 599 |Pre N MM,3T,1T N |N Grant G50A 1128 JPwr |- 60 = - Monoblocks
Croft Integrated 599 ll_nt N |35 MM,3L1T N N |- Grant G100AMS 1528 |Pwr |- 100 |-
Croft Charisma 700 |Pre IN |- MM,3L1T N |N J43710,36] Tube Grant G350A 3455 |Pwr 350 z -
Croft Series X 800 jPwr §N |25 - - - 43,10,36] OTL amp, triode Grant G200AMS 3760 JPwr |- 200 |- - - - Monoblocks
Croft Enigma 999 |Pre N MM,3T,1T N |IN |- Grundig V210 130 |int N 50 JMM,5LIT Y JY 136,12,30] Pre-main spiit
Croft Enigma 1100 |Pre {N |- MM,3L1T N | N | 4310,36] Tube Grundig V1 150 Jint JN §50 JMM,5L1T Y |Y | 43,14,30] Tone defeat
Croft Series 6 1300 fPwr N }120 |- - |- 143,10,36] Triode facility Grundig V310 170 fint N §70 JMM,5L,1T Y JY |36,1230] Pre-main split
Croft Series IIIR 1599 |Pwr N 135 - N N |- OTL, regulated PSU Grundig V2 200 jint §N 180 MM,5L,1T Y Y | 43,14,30] Tone defeat
Croft Series Il R 1600 |Pwr N |45 - - - 50,20,25] OTL amp, triode Grundig V3 250 fint N §120 | MM,5L1T Y Y | 43,14,30] Pre-main split
Croft Absolut 1 1999 fPre N MM,3T1T N IN GT Audio Pre 1500 fPre N |- MM,3L1T N |IN Regulated HT/LT PSU
Croft Series IR 5500 |Pwr N 100 N IN |- Monoblock OTL GT Audio Pwr 2000 JPwr IN §30 |- N IN |- Triode switchable (15w)
Dawn Audio Cmd 2 by 20p 890 |Pwr |- 200 |- N | N |} 3811,26] Single monoblock Harman-Kardon HK6250 | 279 jint §N 33 JMM.3L2T N JN |451137
Dawn Audio Prelude +50] 951 |Pre {N |- MM/MC2L2T N | N | 389,26 |Preout line driver Harman-Kardon PA2100 | 349 |Pwr - 45 |- v - 451137
Denon PMA-250 lll 160 Jint IN J30 JMMJ3LIT Y | N | 4410,28] UK design Harman-Kardon HK1400 | 399 fint N }40 MM/MC3L2T N |N | 451137
Denon PMA-350 Il 220 |int IN |50 JMM,3L.2T Y | N | 44,12,28] UK design Harman-Kardon HK6350 | 399 |int N |25 | MM.6L.2T R 45,11,37
Denon PMA-480R 220 Jint §N |50 MM,3L,2T Y. Y ]441229 Harman-Kardon HK6550 | 429 fint N }60 MM/MC3L2T {Y N 451437
Denon PMA-450SE 270 jint N }60 MM,3L,2T Y N | 44,14,36] UK design Harman-Kardon AP2500 499 |Pre N |- MM/MC.6L,2T N N | 451135
Denon PMA-880R 300 Jint §N }75 MM,3L,2T Y |Y 441640 Harman-Kardon PA2200 | 579 |Pwr §- 70 o - - 45,14,38
Denon AVC-1530 480 fInt §Y |70 jMM.2L2T Y |Y 441434 Harman-Kardon HK6650 | 749 jint §Y }70 JMM/MCAL2T Y |Y | 45,14,37] Video circuitry
Denon AVC-3020 730 fint JY }80 jMM4LAT Y |Y | 44,16,43] Learning remote Harman-Kardon HK6850 | 899 fint 1Y 185 JMMMCA4L2T Y |N | 45,16,40] Video circuitry
Denon AVC-3530 1000 fint §Y J110 JMM,4L.4T Y |Y | 44,16,43] Learning remote Harman-Kardon PA2400 | 899 |Pwr |- 120 |- - - 45,16,41
DNM 3 Start 850 Pre N MM/MC2LIT N | N 27,1316 Harman-Kardon HK6950 | 1299 |int JY §120 JMM/MCSL2T Y Y | 45,16,40] Video circuitry
DNM 3A Start 1200 |Pre §N |- MMMC2LIT N N |27,1316 Heybrook Integra 550 |int §N }75 |MM/MC Y JN |77.4430
DNM PA1 1450 |Pwr N 45 |- - |- | 27.13,18] Triwire output Heybrook SIG MNEX 698 |Pwr |- 1140 |- = |- Mono, uses ext PSU
DNM 3B Primus E 2050 |Pre N MM/MCALIT N N | 27,1316 Inca Tech Oberon Pre 350 JPre N |- MM/MC,6L,2T [N N | 43,8,22 | CD direct & Two outputs
DNM 3B Twin E 3050 |Pre N |- MM/MCALIT N | N |271316 Inca Tech Oberon Pwr. 400 |Pwr - }70 |- Y IN |438.22 | Twoinputs
DNM PA2BE 3550 |Pwr §N - - - 27,13,18] Triwire output Inca Tech Oberon 450 fint N |- MM/MC,6L2T Y N | 43,8,22 | Preout, biwire
DNM 3B Six E 4050 |Pre N MM/MCALIT N | N 27,1316 Jadis DEFY-P60 3774 |Pre IN |- MM/MC,4LIT | - - ]43,17,30] Tube
DNM PA2BS 4450 |Pwr IN 190 = |- | 27,13,18] Triwire output Jadis JPL 4720 |Pre IN |- 5L1T = - ]4317,30] Tube
DNM PA2BS-1 4800 |Pwr §N }90 - - - 27,13,18] Triwire output Jadis JPP-200 4778 |Pre N |- 41T -
DPA DSP200S 495 |Pre N |- SLIT N IN Jadis DEFY-7 5290 JPwr §- 1100 |- - 1492363 Tube
DPA Renaissance 595 lint IN J40 |MMALIT Y [N 'Compound Class A' o/p Jadis JA30 5760 jPwr §- 30 |- = - 21,21,46] Tube, 1x monoblock
DPA DPA200S 750 fPwr §- |60 |- - of- - Bridgable Jadis JP-30MC 6444 |Pre N |- MM/MCALIT |-
Dynavector P100 1495 |PRE N MM,MC - - 44,6,22 | Phono stepup Jadis JP-52 7900 |Pre N |- 6,1T - - -
Dynavector L1000~ 1995 |PRE N |- 3L.2T N N 44624 Jadis JABO 9912 |Pwr |- 60 ~ ~ - 23,26,58] Tube, 1x monoblock
Dynavector HX1.2 3995 |PWRIN }130 |- - -] 44,13,37] High current capability Jadis JP-80MC 11250 JPre N |- MM/MC,ALIT | - = -
EAR 834P 349 |PRE IN |- MM/MC N N ] 40,40,15] valve phono stepup Jadis JA-200 15518 |Pwr |- 160 |- - - 26,23,58 Tube, monobiock (four boxes)|
EAR 834 1395 |INT IN J50 |6L N N }J4040,15] valve Jadis JP-200MC 19000 |Pre N |- MM/MC,5L,1T -
EAR 802 1440 |Pre N |- MM,2L,2T N N Valve Jadis JA-500 21900 JPwr §- 400 |- - - 28,36,79] Tube, monoblock (four boxes)
EAR 802MC 1580 |Pre IN |- MC,2L,2T N IN |- Valve JVC AX-A472BK 250 |int §N §65 JMM.3L.2T Y [N |441536
EAR 859 1595 JINT §N }13 6L N N | 40.40,15] Single ended valve JVC AX-R562BK 250 fint §N }80 MM,3L,2T Y Y | 441531
EAR 509 Mkl 2900 |PWRIN }100 N N | 36,20,25] Valve monoblock x1 JVC AX-AB62BK 330 jint N §90 MM/MC,3L2T Y N ] 44,1331
EAR 519 3830 JPWRIN }100 |- = < 43,14,20] Valve monoblock x1 KAL Magician 550 JPre jN |- 3LIT X N Tube
EAR G88 5770 |Pre IN |- MMMC3L2T N |N |- Valve KAL Harlequin 750 |Pre N |- MMMC2LIT Y |N Tube
EAR 549 5860 |PWRIN 200 |- - = 43,27,22] Valve monoblock x1 KAL Empress 3660 |Pre N |- MM//MC,2L1T Y N Tube
ECA Vista 760 |Pre N |- 41T N N} 39,10,39] Phase coherent design KAL Emperor 4375 |Pwr §- 9 - - - Single ended tube Class A
ECA Prisma 760 JPre §- - MM.MC * = - ]39,10,23] Phono stepup KAL Conqueror 12500 fint §N §30 JMM/MC3LIT N N |-
ECA Lectern S 880 |Pwr §- 50 - - - 39,10,30 Phase coherent design Kenwood KA-1060 140 |int §N 60 JMM,3L2T ¥ N_ | 44 wide | 'Logical Flow' construction
Electrocompaniet ECP-1 502 |Pre N |- MM/MC N |N |24716 | Self adjusting Kenwood KA-2060R 170 Jint N §65 JMM.3L.2T Y JY 44 System control
Electrocompaniet ECP-1S§ 670 |Pre N MM/MC N |N J24716 | MCinput, blue stone finish Kenwood KA-3020SE 200 fint §N §50 JMM.3L2T Y |N | 44wide | UK Special Edition
Electro EC-4 Line 1332 {Pre N 5L,2T N N |489.°23 Kenwood KA-3060R 230 jint §N }45 MM,3L,2T Y Ve 44 wide | System control
Electro EC-4 SF Line 1460 |Pre {N 5L.2T N | N J48923 |Blue stone facia Kenwood KA-5020 230 fint JN 180 JMM,3L2T Y |N | 44wide | 'Pure Signal' ground line
Electrocompaniet EC-3MN 1556 |Pre N MM,4L,2T N |N |489.23 Kenwood KA-V3700 300 fint JY }100 | MMAL2T yi Y | 44 wide | Dolby Pro Logic
Electro EC-3MM-SF 1680 |Pre N MM,4L,2T N I N ] 489,23 |Blue stone facia Kenwood KA-5050R 350 Jint IN J95 |MM3L2T Y JY | 44 wide ] System control
Electrocompaniet EC-3M{} 1865 |Pre IN |- MC,4L.2T N IN | 489,23 | Adjustable MC input Kenwood KA-7050R 500 fint §N }100 jMM3L2T Y JY | 44wide | Systsm control
Electro EC-3MC-SF 1990 |Pre IN |- MC,4L,2T N | N |48923 | MCinput, blue stone facia Kenwood KA-V7700 600 fint JY }45 JMMIILIT Y |Y | 44wide |ProLogic, learning remote
Electro AW100DMB 2018 fPwr |- 100 |- - - 48,13,36] High current (80A) Krell KSL-2 3331 |Pre N |- 41T N N ] 48,7,36 | Opt. MM/MC stage
Electrocompaniet EC1-1 | 2081 Jint §N J100 }5L,2T N | N | 45,13,36] High current (80A) Krell KSA-50s 3690 |Pwr §- 50 |- - - 48,22,40] Sustained Plateau Bias
Electro AW100DMB-SF | 2140 |Pwr IN }100 |- - - 48,13,36 High current, biue stone facia Krell KRC-2s 4190 |Pre N |- 6L1T N JY | 48736 | Opt MM/MC stage
Electro EC1-1 Int-SF 2210 jint §N }100 }5L,2T N | N | 45,13,36] High current, blue stone facial Krell KSA-100s 5843 |Pwr {N 100 |- - - | 48,22,50] Sustained Plateau Bia
Electrocompaniet AW180§1B4095 |Pwr | - 180 - - 28,29,48] 2x monoblocks s ¥ 2 T AT
Electro AW180MB-SF 2330 Pwr N 1780 I- N I N ] 28.29.48] 2x mono, blue stone facia Listings marked in red (as shown below) are covered in the Hi-Fi Choice Directory.
Electro AW250DMB 4370 |pwr |- 1250 |- z 48,22,45] High current (1004) Audiolab 8000A 450 Int N 60 MMMCIT3T Y N 458,36 Preout/main in




' 36 Druid Hill
Stoke Bishop
Telephone: 0272 686005

Hi-Fi Consultants
BRITISH HI-FI IS THE BEST IN THE WORLD

It is a little known fact that although the [
Japanese send millions of pounds worth of hi-fi |
to the UK, the Japanese, and the Eastern
countries, in general, look upon British and
American hi-fi as being the best!

Specialist British hi-fi companies would
probably not survive if it were not for exports,
and only had to rely on the UK market,

Two of the most successful companies are
ATC and AVI, both located in Stroud. The
smallest speaker that ATC produce, the
SCM10, was voted 'Best Small Loudspeaker of
the Year’ in Audiovisual Magazine; 'Best
Audiovisual Loudspeaker of the Year’ in Hi-Fi
| Magazine and "Component of the Year’ in
| Stereo Sound Magazine. All three magazines
are Japanese. Nearly all Hollywood and UK
films with orchestral scores are monitored on |
ATC systems. Top recording artists using ATC |
equipment include Mike Oldfield, Peter Gabriel, Paul McCartney, Tina Turner and Pink Floyd.

So stop buying all that Japanese equipment and come and listen to the best of British at
V'Audio and hear what you are missing.

All right, ATC equipment is not g
cheap, but it is good value and AV |
amplification, tuner and CD players
are apsolute steals!

But we offer systems at most
prices. For example, we do a
CD-based system, consisting of |
AMC CD player, Jupiter amp
(made in Bath) and a pair of Ruark
Templar speakers for £1,200
\1@ including cables and, if that’s too |
=1 much, we regularly have good &
quality second hand equlpmen’r tfo save you money.

We have the Ruark range of speakers from £300 to £2,500, the Heybrook range (from Plymouth)
from £130 to £1,100. We even have Triangle speakers from France, Jamo sub-woofers fromm Denmark,
plus Rel sub-woofers from Wales. We have amps from AVI, Heybrook, Sugden, Audio Innovations
(valve), Cadence (valve), Chord, Electrcompaniet (Norway) and Exposure.

We don’t have shelves full of CD players, but we do have the best sounding, plus transports,
dac’s and turntables (including SME20A).

We are above all else
enthusiasts with thirty years in
hi-fi AND music and offer a
PERSONAL service in your own
home if required, that few
shops we know can equal. We
work from home and can
devote more time to each
customer. So, for independent
advice, with no obligation, why
not ring us for a chat and then
come and open your ears.

We can also blow your mind with audiovisual/home cinema. ..
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Key to amplifiers

- typical retail, to nearest

ound.
ower - output power in watts, per
channel, RMS.
Inputs - MM/MC - phono moving coil
and movmg magnet, L - line (CD, aux

A/V - |ncludes Dolby Surround or Pro
Logic decoder and amplification.

Type: Int - integrated, Pre - preampli-
fier, Pwr - powerampllfler
Headphone - Y - yes,N

Remote - Y - yes, N -

Size - width x henght X depth incm.

Products highlighted in red have been
tested in Hi-Fi Choice. Please refer to
The Directory for full test results.

Key to amplifiers

- typical retail, to nearest
ound.
ower - output power in watts, per

channel, RMS.

Inputs - MM/MC phono moving coil

and moving magnet, L - line (CD, aux

etc), T - tape.

A/V - includes Dolby Surround or Pro

Logic decoder and amplification.

Price

BUYER Ul

Type: Int - integrated, Pre - preampli-
fier, Pwr - power amplifier.
Headphone Y - yes, N no.

Remote - Y - yes, N -

Size - width x height x depth incm.

Products highlighted in red have been
tested in Hi-Fi Choice. Please refer to
The Directory for full test results.
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Model & g 5 ; g g Size Special Special
Krell KRCs 6949 [Pre IN |- 6LIT N 1Y 48736 | Opt MM/MC stage Metaxas lkarus Il 1350 jint IN §40 JMMMCILIT |N N |40.740
Krell KSA-200s 7987 |Pwr N 1200 - | 48,22,54] Sustained Plateau Bias Metaxas Charisma 1525 |Pre IN |- MMMC3L2T |- N | 36,6.29 | Separate PSU
Krell KSA-300s 9500 |Pwr JN 1300 |- = = | 48.22,62] Sustained Plateau Bias Metaxas Iraklis 1625 |Pwr N J50 |- = = ] 431837
Krell KAS. 2 18804 JPwr IN 1200 |- N IN |- 2x mono Metaxas Marquis 2250 JPre IN |- MMMC3L2T |- N | 29.7.45 | Separate PSU
Krell KAS. 29500 |Pwr IN §350 |- - |- | 48,34,64] Monoblocks Metaxas Solitaire 2350 |Pwr |N §130 |- = § 1521942
Lecson 380X 255 Jint N 35 | MM/MC6L N IN | 44627 Metaxas Opulence 5500 |Pre IN |- MM/MC3L2T |- N | 39,7,45 | Separate mains isolated PSU
Lecson Stereo 383X 295 |int IN }60 |} MM/MC.6L Y |N J44627 Metaxas Soliloquy 5990 fPwr JN 1100 |- - -] 52,19,42] Pair monoblocks
Lecson Quattra 420 fint N J30 {MMMC+NA IN | N | 44627 |Preout/mainin Michell Iso 412 |Pre N |- MM or MC N N | smal Phono stage
Lecson Quattra Plus 655 |int N J50 |MMMC+N/A |N | N | 44627 |Separate PSU Michell Argo 715 |Pre N |- Sl N I N | 337,19 |2 pairs outputs
LFD Phonostage MMO 399 |Pre N |- MM, MC N | N | 30637 | Switchable MM/MC Michell Iso HR 879 |Pre IN |- MM or MC N N | smal Phono stage
LFD Integrated Zero 499 |int §N_J50 |5L1T N | N | 306,37 | Hand made, custom parts Michell Alecto Stereo 1150 |Pwr {N J50 |- N IN | 322036
LFD Linestage LSO 499 |Pre JN |- 5L1T N | N | 306,37 |Zero feedback Michell Argo HR 1339 |Pre {N |- a1 N | N | 36822 |2 pairs outputs
LFD Pc PAO 499 JPwr N J50 |- N I N 30637 | Stereo MOSFET Michell Alecto Mono 1989 [Pwr N J100 |- N §N |322036
LFD Int. Zero (Ph) 679 jint §N }50 IMM/MCSLIT §N JN | 306,37 | Phono version of Int. Zero Michi RHC-10 795 |Pre N |- 5L = - | 47834 |Passive
LFD Int. Zero LE 799 lint IN 160 J5LIT N IN ]43733 Michi RHB-05 995 Pwr N }100 |- = f- 147836
LFD MC1 Phonostage 949 |Pre IN |- MC N | N | 30736 ]Discrete circuit Michi RHQ-10 995 |Pre N |- MM.MC - | 47.8,34 | Phono equaliser
LFD LS1 Linestage 999 |Pre §N |- 41T N N | 48,7,33 | Zero feedback Michi RHA-10 995 |Pre N |- 5L 2 Y 478,34 | Active
LFD PA1 Powerstage 999 |Pwr N |60 |- N I N | 48,733 | MOSFETS, custom parts Michi RHB-10 1650 JPwr §N §200 |- - - 47,19,37
LFD PPS 999 JPre N |- 2L1T N I N | 136,27 | Switched attenuator, passive Minstrel Ultra Linear 899 |INT N 30 |J3L1T N IN |- Low feedback hybrid
LFD Integrated 1 1099 fint §N 65 JMM/MCALIT IN | N | 487,37 | More powerful Int Zero Mission PSX-R 300 |- N |- - N IN | 228,36 | Outboard PSU
LFD Phonostage MC2 1499 |Pre N |- MC N | N |30736 |Hand tuned MC1 Mission Cyrus Il 500 |int IN J50 JMMSLIT Y N | 22836 | PSX-Routboard PSU option
LFD Linestage LS2 1599 |Pre N |- 41T N | N | 48,737 |Hand tuned LS1 Monrio ADN 595 |Pre IN |- MM/MC N |N Phono preamp
LFD Pc ge PA2 1599 [Pwr IN |75 |- N | N | 48733 |Hand tuned PA1 Monrio Primus 895 |Pre IN |- 6L1T N |IN Line only preamp
LFD Linestage LS2P 1750 jPre IN |- MMMCALAT |N | N | 487,37 | AsLS2 with phono stage Monrio MC-25 995 |Pwr |- 80 |- - Dual mono construction
LFD Linestage LSB 1999 Pre IN |- 41T N IN |48737 |Balanced LS2 Monric Cento 1495 |Pwr N }135 |- - - Dual mono construction
LFD Powerstage PA2M 1999 |Pwr {N J90 |- N IN ]30737 | MonoPA2 Monrio MC-205 1595 |int N J80 J6L1T N [N |- Inc pre-out sockets
LFD Disc Preamp 4499 |Pre N |- MC N | N | 30536 |Battery powered Moth 30 Passive 149 |Pre N |- 41T N IN |]51035
Linn Majik-1 (Line) 524 |int §N |33 j4L2T Y | N | 32833 | Works as pre/int multi room Moth 30 RIAA 199 |Pre IN |- MM/MC, N fN ]51035
Linn LK100 549 |Pwr |- 50 “ = = 32,8,33 | Stereo Moth 30 Series Power 239 |Pwr |- 30 |- < - 510,35
Linn Majik-1 (Phono) 593 fint §N }33 MMMC3L2T Y N | 328,33 ] As line Majik Moth 30 Active 249 |Pre N |- 41T N N 51035
Linn Kairn Pro 998 |Pre N |- 4L, 2T N I N | 32833 | Multi-room compatible Moth 30 RIAA 100VA 299 |Pre IN |- MM/MC N IN ]51035
Linn Kairn Preamp 1398 JPre IN |- MM, MC3L2T IN | N | 328,32 | Multi-room compatible Moth 30 Integrated 320 |int N J30 |8LT N JN |81835
Linn Klout 1895 |Pwr |- 80 |- - = 32,8,33 | Stereo, tri-wire connectors Moth 30 Active 100VA 349 |Pre IN |- 4L1T N IN |]51035
Lumley Reference PP70 325 |Pre N |- 6L1T - N | 36,46,6 | Passive, bolts to ST70 Moth 30 Mono/40 459 |Pwr J- J40 |- - 5,10,35 | 2x monoblocks
Lumiey Reference PP40 325 |Pre N |- 6L1T N | 29.40,6 | Bolts to ST40 Moth 30 Stereo/60 549 |Pwr |- |60 |- 5,15,35 | 2x monoblocks
Lumley Reference PP1 325 fPre N |- BLIT - - ] 29.44,6 | Passive, stand alone Moth 30 Mono/100 879 |Pwr §- 1100 |- - | 515,35 | 2x mono, separate PSU
Lumley Reference LV1 1000 jPre N |- 6L 1T N IN | 294456 |Active valve circuit Mus-Fid A1 Final Edition | 399 Jint |N J40 JMMMCS3LIT JN N | 41,625 | Separate PSU, limited edition
Lumley Reference ST40 | 1250 |Pwr JN J40 |}30,40,17 N |N Pentode Musical Fidelity E200 599 |Pre N |- 5,21 Y |Y | 44,12,35] Optional phono/DAC module
Lumley Reference PV1 1500 fPre N |- MM,5L,1T N N |- Phono version of LV1 Musical Fidelity E100 599 fint N §70 IMMALIT Y | Y | 44,1235] Pre/power removable link
Lumley Reference ST70 | 1950 fPwr fN |70 |- N | N | 36,46,18] Switchable triode/pentode Musical Fidelity E300 699 [Pwr IN 1100 |- = = ] 44,12,35] Mono/stereo switch
Lumley Reference M120 | 3200 Pwr N }120 |- - - | 29.44,18] 2xmono, triode/pentode Musical Fidelity F22 999 |Pre N |- 5LIT N | Y | 49,12,33] Optional phono/digital boards
Lumley Reference M500 |12000 |Pwr N |- - N | 35,80,30] 2xmono, triode/pentode Musical Fidelity FX 1099 |Pwr {N J90 |- N | N | 49,12,38] Ball/unbalanced in
Luxman L570 3750 fint §N 150 JMMMCAL3T N | N | 44,1847]ClassA Musical Fidelity A1000__| 1399 fint |N 150 JMM/MC3LIT N JN | 491336 Separate PSU
Lynwood Opal N |80 |J7L1T N IN Musical Fidelity F15 1899 |Pwr {N }100 |- - - 49,19,38] Bal/unbalanced in/hybrid
Lynwood Ruby ~ 120 |- - - Musical Fidelity F18 3999 |Pwr N ]220 |- - - 49,19,67] Bal/unbalanced in/hybrid
Magnum 1A120 N 150 JMMS5L2T Y |N NAD 302 169 fint N J25 |MM3L2T Y N
Magnum Quartet N 136 JMM3L2T Y [N NAD Monitor 1000 199 |Pre IN |- MMMC3L2T Y |N
Magnum MF125 - 140 |- Monoblocks NAD 304 229 |ist N }35 MM, 4L,2T Y N
Magnum MF300 - |80 |- = - Monoblocks NAD Monitor 2100 299 [Pwr j- 160 |- = =
Magnum Class A N 160 JMM/MC3LIT N |N NAD Monitor 1000S 319 |Pre |N |- MMMC3L2T Y |N
Magnum MA500 - 1280 |- - 1- 1 Monablocks NAD 306 329 |int {N J50 |MMA4L2T Y IN
Marantz PM-44SE N 145 JIMMJ3L2T Y I N | 421428 Audiophile components NAD Monitor 2700 459 |Pwr |- }150 |- = : THX approved
Marantz PM44SEll N_ |45 jmm3L2T Y |N |421428 NAD Monitor 208 799 |Pwr |- 250 |- - - THX approved
Marantz PM-43 N 155 JMMJ3L2T Y |N |421430 Naim NAP90/3 375 [Pwr |- 130 |- - |- 13256,30] Latest style. Suits 92
Marantz MA-500 N J125 |- - - 9,15,45 | D-bus, monoblocks, bridgabld Naim NAC92 405 |Pre N |- 5(LorT N | N | 44,56,30] Latest style. Suits 90/3
Marantz PM-53 N |65 JMM3L2T Y 1Y 1421430 Naim NAC72 622 |Pre N |- 2MM/MC, L2T | N I N | 21,76,30] Ugradable with PSU, MC I/P
Marantz PM-63 N |70 jmma3L2r Y 1Y |421430 Naim NAP140 634 |Pwr |- 145 = - 1217630
Marantz PM-54SE N ]65 JMMMCS3L2T JY | N | 421634] Audiophile components Naim NAP180 898 |Pwr 60 |- - 43,76,30
Marantz PM-700AV Y |45 JIMMS5L2T Y | Y | 42,16,34] Dolby Pro Logic Naim NAP135 1424 |Pwr - |70 - |- 1437630
Marantz PM-80 Il N _]100 JMMMCAL2T |Y N 421734 Naim NAP250 1424 Pwr |- 70 = = = 43,76,30
Marantz PM-80SE N 110 JMMMC3L3T |Y | N | 42,17,34] Audiophile components Naim NAC82 1880 |Pre IN |- 6(LorT) N LY |437630
Marantz AV-500 Y 1 MM,7L.2T N | Y | 42.10,34] Dolby Pro Logic Naim NAC52 4741 {Pre IN |- 6 (see note) N | Y | 43.76,30] Optional phono board
Mark Levinson No 25 N |- MM,3L,2T N |N Nakamichi IA3 350 fint N J40 J3L2T N IN |43732
Mark Levinson 29 = p ] = = 1= Nakamichi [A2 600 fint §N 150 JMMMCSL2T JY JY |431236
Mark Levinson 27.5 - J100 |- = ke Nakamichi IA1 750 jint §N §80 JMM/MCSL2T JY RY 431236
Mark Levinson No 26 N |- MM,3L.2T N IN NVA P-50 300 jPre N |- 3LIT N N
Mark Levinson 23.5 7 - j200 |- NVA AP-30 370 fint {N J50 JMM/MC3LIT N N
Mark Levinson 20.6 15790 |Pwr §- |100 |- S Monoblocks, Class A NVA AP-30CD 370 fint §N J80 |J3LIT N |N
Matisse Fantasy 2300 |Pre §Y |- 6L.2T N |IN Line stage NVA P-90 400 JPre IN 5L, N IN
Matisse Reference 3500 fPre §Y |- MMWMCSL2T N | N NVA Control Tube 470 JPRE IN |- 5L1T N |N
Mcintosh MC7100/2 1095 |Pwr N §100 |- 5 5 NVA A70 470 |Pwr J-  }70 |- . Mono
Mclintosh C712 1295 fPre N |- 6L, 2T Y Y NVA A60 490 JPwr §- 160 |- =1
Mcintosh C38 2095 |Pre IN |- MM, 5L.3T Y. Ry Multi-room, balanced out NVA AP-35CD 520 jint §N J60 |5L1T N IN
Mclintosh MC7150 2295 |Pwr IN 1150 |- N N NVA AP-35 590 fint IN |60 JMM/MCSLIT |N |N
Mclintosh C39 2795 |Pre §Y |- MM, 10LBVid Y | Y Two zone, THX compatable NVA Power Tube 620 |PWR]- 160 |- < L=
Mclntosh C40 2795 |Pre N |- MM, 6L, 3T Y |N Balanced in/out NVA The Tube 620 JINT {N |60 J5LIT N |N
Mclintosh MC7106 2995 |Pwr §Y 1100 |- N |N Six channel THX amp NVA A80 730 fPwr |- J70 |- < . Mono
Mclntosh MC7300 3195 |Pwr N J300 |- N |N NVA TSS (Pre) 1000 |Pre §N |- 5L1T N N
Mclintosh MC275 3595 |Pwr {N 175 |- N IN Classic valve amp NVA TIS 1300 fint §N §60 J5LIT N N
Mclntosh MC2600 5395 |Pwr IN 1600 |- N |N NVATCS 2300 fint N }70 J5LIT N N
Mcintosh MC1000 9595 |Pwr [N 1100 |- N IN |- Monoblocks NVA TDS 3200 fPwr f- 170 - - Mono
Meridian 501 595 |Pre N |- MM.4L.T Y | N |33934 | MC option, system handset NVA TSS (Power) 3700 JPwr 720 |- = z
Meridian 555 595 |Pwr |- 60 & N N | 33932 | Stereo NVA TUS 5800 |Pwr |- 80 £ s = 1x Monoblock
Meridian 562 625 [Pre [N |- MM,8L,T.60 N | N | 33934 |Digital main out. MC option Onix 0A30 300 jint §N }J40 ST ¥ N | 4377,33
Meridian 551 695 Jint §IN |55 MM, 4L.T 33,9,34 | MC option Onix 0A24 400 fPre IN MM/MC,2L2T [N N | 75,23,37] Internally switchable MM/MC
Meridian 501V 745 |Pre §Y |- MM.4L.T Y | N |33934 | As501, plus video switching -
Meridian 562V 825 |Pre IY |- MM,8L,T,6D N N |33934 |As562 plus video switching
Meridian 601 2750 Iere EN 1= MM.4L.T Y 1Y DSP tone control, MC option 60 MMMCIT3T Y N 45836 Preout/mainin
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Key to amplifiers Type: Int - integrated, Pre - preampli- Key to cassette decks Heads - 2 - combination record/play
Price - typical retail, to nearest fier, Pwr - power amplifier. Price - typical retail, to nearest heads; 3 - independent record/play
ound. Headphone - Y - yes, N - no. ound. heads, allowing real time off tape
ower - output power in watts, per Remote - Y - yes, N - no. ) pe - T - twin transports, allowing m.onitor'in%; . .
channel, RMS. Size - width x height x depth in cm. tape to tape dubbing, sequential play Size - width x height x depth in cm.
Inputs - MM/MC - phono moving coil etc; S - Single transport, AR - auto-
and moving magnet, L - line (CD, aux Products highlighted in red have been reverse. Products highlighted in red have been
etc), T - tape. tested in Hi-Fi Choice. Please refer to Dolby - B (10dB noise reduction), C tested in Hi-Fi Choice. Please refer to
A/V - includes Dolby Surround or Pro The Directory for full test results. (2cd§), S (24dB). B is standard for The Directory for full test results.
Logic decoder and amplification. prerecorded material.
£ g
5 3 5 = =
i g . 2l 1 -
< Special Model 8 ® 2 2 Size Special
Onix 0A401 400 JPwr |- 50 z 75,23,37] With internal supply for 0A24 Sony TAF444E 250 jint IN }50 MM,3L,2T Y N | 43,1538
Onix 0A21S 430 fint §N 150 JMM/MC3LIT N | N |752337 Sony TAF542E 300 fint N §90 JIMM/MC3L2T JY | N | 43,1538] UK optimised sound
Onix 0A31 480 fint N }60 JMM/MCALIT JY | N | 437733 Sony TA-AV5708 400 fint JY J70 JMM.4L5T Y | N ] 43,1536 Dolby Pro Logic
Onix OA601 699 Pwr |- |70 75,46,36 | Regulated PSU Stemfoort Audio SF60 549 fint N |60 J4LIT N | N | 438,35 |Passive line amplifier
Onix 0A801 849 JPwr |- 190 - 75,46,36] 2x monoblocks, massive PSU Stemfoort Audio SF100 849 |int IN }100 J4LIT N N | 43,8,40 | Passive line amplifier
Onkyo A801 200 fint IN J40 | MM,3L.2T Y |N ]46,1233 Synergy 3080 OIN 15 MM, IN N |-
Onkyo A803 260 fint IN }60 JMM/MC3L2T JY Y |46,1233 Teac A-X1030 180 |int §N 140 JMM.3L.2T Y N ] 44,13,36] Mic input
Onkyo A-911 350 Jint JN J70 JMM,3L,2T A Y ] 28,12,33] Mini component, 4ohm rating Teac A-X3030 220 Jint IN |60 JMM.3L2T Y N | 44,13,36] Mic input
Onkyo A850 370 Jint N |60 JMM/MC3L2T Y |JY |46,1535 Teac A-X5030 260 fint N |75 |MM/MC3L2T JY |N | 441636
Orelle SC-200 400 JPre IN |- 6L1T N | N | 447,28 | MM/MC option Technics SU-VZ220 150 fint N J40 [MM.2LIT Y N | 43,13,32] A/B speaker select
Orelle SP-150 499 fPwr |- 75 = 2 = 44,7,28 | MOSFET, vdH wiring Technics SU-VZ320 190 Jint §N |50 MC/MM,3L2T Y Y 43,13,32
Papworth PPA6 0 JPre N 6L N N | 25,13,33] Bi-mono valve Technics SU-A600 200 fint IN J40 JMC/MM3L2T Y N | 43,1332
Papworth PPAG/P 0 jPre N |- MM,MC,6L N JN | 2513,33] Bi-mono valve Technics SU-A700 250 jint §N }45 MC/MM,3L2T JY Y 43,13,32
Papworth TVA50 1425 JPwr N |50 = N N | 43,19,33] Tube stereo Technics SU-A800 330 jint JN 55 MC/MM3L2T N Y 43,14,37
Papworth M100 2645 |Pwr N 1100 |- N | N | 2517,38] Tube monoblock Technics SU-A900II 400 fint N J90 IMC/MM3L2T N JY 431437
Papworth M200 3825 |Pwr IN }200 |- N N | 46,20,31] Tube monoblock Technics SU-C2000 700 JPre N |- - N Y 45,13,35
Philips FA930 200 fint §N |}65 MM.2L,3T Y Y 44,14.30 Technics SE-A2000 1050 |Pwr |- 100 |- - Y 45,19,44| Meters, R-Core, MOS AA
Pioneer A-103 130 fjint N J30 f{MM.3L.2T Y [N 421131 Tesserac TAADA 1500 |Pre N |- MM/MC N N
Pioneer A-203 150 Jint IN |45 JMM,3L2T Y |N ]421131 Tesserac TALA 1500 JPre §N |- SLIT N N
Pioneer A-303R 200 jint §N }45 MM,3L,2T Y Y |42,13,36 Tesserac TAHA 1800 fPre IN |- MC, Y N
Pioneer A-300X 230 jint §N }40 MM,3L,2T N N | 42,1336 Tesserac TAP-A 5300 jPre N |- MM,3L,2T N |N
Pioneer A-400 280 Jint §N |60 JMM/MC3L2T JY |N |421336 Tesserac TAMP-60 7350 |Pwr |- }60 = 2x Monoblocks
Pioneer A-400X 300 ||_m N_ |50 MM/MC4,2 Y |N |421336 Thule IA50 599 fint N }50 J4LIT N N Fully balanced operation
Pioneer A-503R 300 jint N }70 MM,3L,2T Y Y 42,13,36 Thule 1A100 899 |Int §N J100 j4L2T N N Fully balanced operation
Pioneer A-602 350 fint §N J80 JMM/MC3L3T JY N |42,17.44 Triangle TE60 549 Jint IN J60  J5L1T Y |N
Pioneer VSA-701S 500 jint JY 155 MM.2L,2T,5V Y Y. 42,17,42] Dolby Pro Logic Triangle TEGOSE 649 tﬂt N |70 MM/MCALAT JY N
Pioneer VSA-D802S 600 fint JY 155 IMM2L2T,5V Y |Y | 42,17.42] Dolby Pro Logic, DSP Triangle Nemo Allion 02 | 1550 |int N 80 {5L,2T N N |-
Pro-ject Model 7 259 |int N J40 fMM,3L.2T N IN |- Tube Tech Seer Line 575 |Pre N |- BT~ N IN 35825
PS Audio 6.1 799 JPre {N 41T N IN | 436,19 | Outboard PSU Tube Tech Seer Phono 649 |Pre N |- MM.4L 1T N IN |]35825
PS Audio Phono Link 799 fPre N MM/MC N IN | 436,19 | Outboard PSU TT Unisis Power Amp 1099 fPwr IN J30 |- N N | 35,17,27] Power amp to match Unisis
PS Audio 5.6 1090 |Pre N |- MM/MC3L2T §N | N | 436,19 |Outboard PSU Tube Tech Prophet 1199 |Pre IN |- 41T N | N | 35825 | Two box pre, separate PSU
PS Audio 100 Delta 1499 |Pwr 120 |- = = ]42,1535 TT Unisis Super Line 1399 |int N }30 J4L1T N | N | 351727 Line level version of Unisis
PS Audio 200 Delta 2279 |Pwr |- 200 |- = 1421545 Tube Tech Unisis 1399 fint IN 30 JMMJ3LIT N IN |3517.27
PS Audio 200D Delta 2490 |Pwr 200 |- = 42,15,45 Tube Tech Genesis 2599 |Pwr N 1100 |- N | N | 351527 2x monoblocks
PS Audio 250 Delta 2980 |Pwr |- 250 |- & = 42,15,45] Monoblocks Tube Tech Synergy 3900 Jint N 150 J5L1T, N Y |47.1847
QED Vector One 199 |Pre N |- 4L1T N IN |- Woodside SC27 Line 705 |Pre IN |- 2L1T N IN |-
QED C-300CD 259 fpre N |- MM/MCALIT N |N Woodside SC27 MM 881 JPre N |- MM.2L 1T N |N
QED Vector Reference 299 |Pre IN |- 41T N _|N Woodside ISA230 Disc 899 fint IN 30 JMM2L1T N _IN
QED C-300PA 329 |Pre N |- MM/MCALAT N IN |- Woodside ISA230 Line 899 fint IN |30 j4L2T N IN
Quad 306 350 JPwr N J70 |- N | N ]33721 | Stereopower amp Woodside ISA 2.40 949 fPwr |- 140 -
Quad 34 398 |Pre N |- MM, 2L T N | N | 33721 ]|Optional MC phono input Woodside SC27 MC 999 JPre: N |- MC,2L1T N [N
Quad 77 595 |INT IN }70 2L.T ~ - 33,6,30 | System remote £279 Woodside MAS0 Class A | 1224 |Pwr |- 50 - 1 channel monoblock
Quad 606 690 |Pwr IN }140 |- - N | 33,14,24] Stereo power amp Woodside STA35 1323 |Pwr |- }35 %
Quad 66 863 |Pre IN 135 jmmA4L2T N JY |338,26 | Variable inputs, inc R/C Woodside SC25 Line 1420 |Pre N |- 21.21 N N
Rega Brio 229 Iint N J30 JMM3LIT N JN |437.15 Woodside SC26 Phono | 1931 |Pre N |- MMMC3L2T N |N
Rega Elex 398 fint §N J50 JMM.3LIT N IN |]43725 Yamaha AX-470 200 fint N 195 JMMMC3L2T jY |N
Rega Elicit 730 §int §N §70 JMMMC3LAT N N | 43725 |Full dual mono YBA Integre Line 999 |int IN |45 J4LAT N IN |43933
Roksan ROK-L.2 995 |Pre IN |- 4L1T N JN |43833 YBA 3 Power 1199 |Pwr |- 45 - 43,9,33
Roksan ROK-S1 1495 |Pwr N J50 |- N IN |- YBA Integre 1199 |int IN }45 |MM.ALIT N §N {43933
Roksan ROK-L1 2250 |Pre N |- 41T N N | 43833 YBA 3 1250 |Pre N |- MM,3L1T N N | 43933
Roksan ROK-M1 4500 JPwr IN }120 }48,11,34 N |N - Pair monoblocks YBA 2 1699 |Pre IN |- MM, 3L 1T N N | 43933
Rose RV-23 450 |Pre IN |- MM,2L,1T N N 33,9,26 | Tube, zero feedback YBA 2 Power 2150 |Pwr |- 70 = - 43,9,33
Rose RV-23S 525 |Pre N |- MM/MC.2L,2T |N N | 33,9,26 | Tube, separate PSU YBA 2 Power 2150 fPwr |- 70 - 43,9,33
Rose RP-190 (Dual Modej 550 Pwr {N |75 - - - 33,9,30 | Low feedack monoblock (x2 YBA 1 3750 |Pre N |- MC,4L,1T N IN |]43933
Rotel RC970BX 150 |Pre §N |- 3L21 Y N |44829 YBA 1 Power 4250 fPwr |- 185 = 43,14,33
Rotel RA930AX 175 fint N }30 MM,3L1T Y N | 44931
Rotel RA935BX 225 |int_ N J50 j3L2T Y | N | 4410,35] Separate listen/rec selectors §
Rotel RB970BX 225 [Pwr IN_[60 |- ~ = [%s29 E =
Rotel RA960BX2 325 |int §N }60 MM/MC.3L2T |Y N | 44,9,35 | Separate listen/rec selectors 2 < s : i
Rotel RCI80BX 350 |pre [N |- [mmmcater [y [N 44733 Model g B |IE |5 [& |sie Special
Rotel RA980BX 425 fint N }100 §MM/MC3L2T |Y N 44,12,34] Separate listen/rec selectors
Rotel RB980BX 450 |Pwr N }120 |- = - 44,12,33 Aiwa AD-F450 120 S B.C ¥ 2 Super DX head
Rotel RCI90BX 500 |Pre N |- MM/MC3L2T JY Y 44733 Aiwa AD-WX727 170 §T B.C Y. 2 Twin auto-reverse
Rotel RB990BX 750 JPwr IN  J200 |- - - 44,12,38 Aiwa AD-WX828 200 | T BC Y 2 Twin auto reverse, remote -
Sansui AU-X117 170 Jint N 130 MM,3L,1T Y N - Aiwa AD-F850 230 |S B.C Y 3 Super DX head, twin capstan
Sansui AU-X3172. 275 |int_IN 40 | MM,3L,1T Y |N Aiwa AD-S950 300 |S BCS LY 3 Dual capstan, remote control
Sansui AU-X417R 280 Jint IN J45 |MM,3L.2T Y |N Aiwa XK-57000 550 |S BCS Y 3 6N head coils, built in DAC
Sansui AU-X517R 450 fint IN ]60 MM/MC,3L,2T |Y ¥ Aiwa XK-S9000 700 kS BES: 1Y 3 - 6N head coils, built in DAC
Sansui AU-Alpha 607 1300 lint N }90 MM/MC,2LAT Y Y Arcam Delta 100 899 | S BCS |N i3 43,12,34 Dolby S, designed & made in UK
Sansui AU-Alpha707 1500 fint N J90 JMM/MC,4L3T Y Y |- Built in BS DAC Denon DRM-540 160 |'S B,C Y 2 ]441328
Sentec PP9 RIAA MM 500 jPre IN |- MM N JN 15,1223 | Phono step-up - MM Denon DRS-610 200 |S B,C Y 2 44,13,31 Drawer loading
Sentec PP9 RIAA MC 600 |Pre N |- MC N IN |51223 |Phono step-up - MC Denon DRW-760 250 T B.C Y 2 441328
Sentec SC9 800 fPre N |- 4L.2T Y N | 347,15 Denon DRM-740 260 |S B,C Y 8 44,13,28 Dual capstan
Sentec PA9 1000 JPwr IN }60 |- 2 = ] 20,8,30 | Monoblocks Denon DRS-810 300 |S B,C Y: 3 ] 441332
Shearne Phase I 549 fint N |50 41,27 N N < Dual CC8Q00 RS 200 |T B,C N 2 44,13,25 Remote via 9000RS
Shearne Phase 1 Pre 1099 |Pre N |- MM/MC/4L2T IN | N Goodmans Delta 700 100 |F B N 2 1361328
Shearne Phase 1 Power | 1199 fPwr |- 80 = Dual mono Goodmans GSW650 130 | T B N 2 43,12,27 | Both auto-reverse
Sherwood Al 2210 60 jint N ]30 MM,3L,1T Y N Grundig CCF210 150 |TAR |B N 2 36,12,30 AMS, CD copy, hi speed dub
Sherwood Al 1110 100 I|'m N |55 JMMALIT Yi N Grundig CCF2 170 LT B N 2 44,13,30 AMS, remote, display off
Sherwood Al 5010 170 [4_r_|t N |70 |MM3L2T Y _|N Grundig CCF310 190 |TAR |BC Y 2 |36,12,30 |Elapsed time, CD copy, AMS
Sherwood AM/AVP8500 800 |- Y ]230 |- ¥ Y - A/ Pre/power amp Grundig CCF3 200 J T,AR |B,C Y 2 44,13,30 Elapsed time, display switch
Sirius Control Unit 720 jPre IN |- 6L,2T N |N | 23519 | Passive preamp Grundig CF4 250 §S B.C Y 3 44,13,30 Manual bias, AMS, monitor
Sirius 78 2492 |Pwr IN §200 |- N | N | 30,2319] 1x monoblock Harman-Kardon TD4200 | 280 | T B,C N 2 45,13,35
Sonic Link DM20 349 Jint N 25 MM,3L,1T Y N |23843 Harman-Kardon TD4400 | 349 |S B/C Y 2 45,13,35
Sonic Link DM20 Gold 598 fint IN §30 JMM/MCS3LIT JY |N | 23843 Harman-Kardon TD4500 | 499 | § B/C i 28] 45,13,35
Sonic Link DM30 725 |int IN J256 JMM/MC3LIT N |N | 23843 = = . SR ——
Sony TAF211B 750 fmt IN 130 [mmiaL Y TN | 431431 Source drect Listings marked in red (as shown below) are covered in the Hi-Fi Choice Directory.
[ Sony TAF2228 200 Jint_IN_[40_[mwmL Y IN_| 43.12.31| MOSFET power stage Audiolab 8000A 450 It N 60  MMMCIT3T Y N 45836 Preout/main in
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Key to cassette decks
Price - typical retail, to nearest

l?uund.
ype - T - twin transports, allowing
tape to tape dubbing, sequential play

etc; S - Single transport,

reverse.

Dolb
(20d

b),

R - auto-

B (10dB noise reduction), C
S (24dB). B is standard for
prerecorded material.

Heads - 2 - combination record/play
heads; 3 - independent record/play
heads, allowing real time off tape
monitorin%

Size - width x height x depth in cm.

Products highlighted in red have been
tested in Hi-Fi Choice. Please refer to
The Directory for full test results.

Key to compact disc players, trans-
d DAC:

Outputs Digital: Opt - o
ink), El- electrical (usually coaxi-
S/PDIF).

s
rice - typical retail, to nearest
pe - MB - multibit, 1 bit - single
- Bitstream, DS - Delta Sigma,
SH, Hybrid - combines multibit

tical (usually

Products highlighted in red have been
tested in Hi-Fi Choice. Please refer to
The Directory for full test results.
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Model 8 B 1B |Z |8 |siee Special Model 8 g E  [& |sie Special
CD PLAYERS
Harman-Kardon DC5500 | 599 | T B,C ¥ 2 1451335 Arcam Delta 270 800 | Hybrid 2E 439,28 Convertable to 250 transport
Harman-Kardon TD4600 | 699 |S BCS |Y 2 451335 Audiomeca Kreatura 1199 |MB E Y 12514,39 |Heavily modified COM
Harman-Kardon DC5700 | 699 | T B.C ¥ 2 1451835 |Both transports record Aura CD50 400 | BS 5 Y 143734
Harman-Kardon TD4800 | 1299 | § BCS |Y 3 45,13,35 Aura CD50CHR 450 | BS E Y 437,34 Chrome finish
JVC TD-W106BK 120 | T B N 2 1441324 | Twin, one recording deck AVI $2000 MCII 799 |BS 5 = 31,259 | Low noise clock system
JVC TD-W208BK 170 T B.C Y o 44,13,33 Twin, one recording deck AVI S2000MC 1149 | MB E X 31,259 20 bit Burr Brown DACs
JVC TD-X372BK 170 |8 B.C ¥ 2 1441333 Cambs CD200 Mk It 150 | it - Y 142929
JVC TD-W308BK 200 JTAR |B.C Y 2 44,13,33 | Twin, one recording deck Cambridge Audio CD200 | 150 | MB N Y 429,29 Can play in reverse order
JVC TD-V562BK 220 |S B,C Y 3 44,13,33 Cassette stabiliser Denon DCD-615 180 | MB E Y 44,11,29 |Digital attenuator
JVC TD-W708BK 250 JTAR |BC ¥ 2 }44,1333 | Twin record/play Denon DCD-1290 330 | MB 0 Y }44,13.32 | UK specified components
JVC TD-V662BK 270 IS BC Y 3 1441333 |Dual capstan DPA Renaissance 895 | MB EQ Yor g
Kenwood KX-3060 170 |S B.C Y 2 44,12,37 Tape path stabiliser Dual CD1135RC 140 | MB E Y 42,8,28 Var. headphone out
Kenwood KX-W4060 180 }T B.C 1. 2 44,13,30 | Computer controlled recording Dual CD1150RC 150 | MB E Y 2 Var. headphone out
Kenwood KX-W6060 200 | T B.C Y, 2 44,13,30 | Auto bias Dual CD1000RS 170 | BS E N - Remote control via CR9000RS
Kenwood KX-5 60S 235 |S BCS |VY 2 44,12,30 ] Auto bias Dual CD1180RC 180 | BS £ Y 44,929 Var. headphone out
Kenwood KX-W8 60 260 T B.C Y 2 44,13,30 Auto bias Dual CD1001 180 | BS £ Y 44,12,25 | Headphone out
Kenwood KX-7060S 400 |S B.C ¥ 3 144,13,30 ] Auto tape calibration Eclipse CD101 80 | MB - Y ]36.8.29
Marantz SD-53 200 |S B.C A" 2 43,14,30 | D-bus Eclipse CD420 100 | MB Y 428,29
Marantz SD-415 210 | T B.C i 2 14814,80 | D-bus, mic mixing Goodmans Delta 700 110 | MB Y =
Marantz SD-63 269 |S B.C S 3 43,14,30 D-bus Goodmans GCD360R 120 | MB Y: =
NAD 602 200 }S B,C f 2k Play Trim Grundig CD210 120 | BS X 36,8,30 |30 mem, random repeat
NAD Monitor 6100 299 |S B.C ¥ 2. §= Play Trim, remote cntrl, Dyneq Grundig CD1 140 | BS Y ]449,30 |30 track memory, auto-space
Nakamichi DR-3 400 |S B,C N 2 43,10,32 Grundig CD2 190 | BS Y 449,30
Nakamichi DR-2 600 IS B.C N 3  143,10,32 |Diffused resonance transport Grundig CD3 240 | BS Y 44,9,30 FTS, display off, fade, DAC7
Nakamichi DR-1 850 |8 B,C N 3 143,10,32 |Manual azimuth calibration Harman-Kardon HD7225 | 230 | BS Y 1451033
Nakamichi CR-7E 1995 |S B,C N 3 ]44,1430 |]Auto tape calibration, R/C Harman-Kardon HD7325 | 299 | BS Y 45,10,33
Nakamichi Dragon 2350 | AR B.C N 3 } 45,1430 |]Auto azimuth correct Harman-Kardon HD7425 | 349 Y 45,10,33
Onkyo TA201 200 |S B.C Y. 2 46,12,13 Harman-Kardon HD7525 | 449 5 45,10,33
Onkyo TA-RW313 250 | T B.C Y 2 46,12,31 Harman-Kardon HD7625 | 549 Y 45,1033
Onkyo KR-609 350 JAR B.C Y 2 1281231 Mini component Harman-Kardon HD7725 | 799 Y 45,10,33
Onkyo TA250 350 |S B,C X 3 46,12,31 Jadis JS-1 8068 s =
Onkyo K-W606 370 |TAR |B.C Y 2 28,12,32 Mini component JVC XL-V174BX 140 Y 44,10,28
Onkyo K-611 430 | AR B.C Y 3 1281232 |Mini component JVC XL-V274BK 160 Y 1441028
Pioneer CT-S330 170 §S B.C Y 2 42,13,28 | Audio tape setup, FLEX JVC XL-Z674 300 ¥ 44,1128
Pioneer CT-W503R 200 |TAR |B.C Y 2 42,13,25 | Auto NR, FLEX JVC XL-M408BK 300 Y 44,13,32 | Six disc
Pioneer CT-5430S 200 |S BCS |Y 2 42,13,28 | Auto tape setup, FLEX, Dolby S JVC XL-Z1050TN 500 Y 45,11,34
Pioneer CT-W603RS 230 |TAR |BCS |Y 2 1421325 |Auto tape setup, FLEX, Dolby S JVC XL-MC100 800 ¥ 136,37,38 | 100 disc player
Pioneer CT-W803RS 300 JTAR {BCS |V 2 42,13,25 Twin record, mic i/p Kenwood DP-2060 160 ¥ 44,10,26 | Central mechanism
Pioneer CT-S630S 300 |S BCS |Y 3 42,13,38 Auto tape setup Kenwood DP-R4060 200 Y 44,12,38 | Five disc carousel
Pioneer CT-M601R 380 JAR B.C Y 2 42,14,38 Six tape record/play, r/cntrl Kenwood DP-3060 200 Y. 44,10,26 | High precision master clock
Pioneer CT-S830S 500 |S BCS |V 3 ]42,14,38 Slant Z transport mech Kenwood DP-M6060 250 - Y 44,12,36 | Multiplay CD 6+1 disc
Pioneer CT-95 1000 |S BCS |Y 3 |44,1538 | Copper plated chassis Kenwood DP-5060 250 0 Y 441231 |DRIV.E
Sansui D-X117HX 220 |S B.C Y. 2 = Kenwood DP-7060 380 0 Y. 44,1231 JDR.V.E
Sherwood DS1150 80 |S B,C N 2 - Krell KPS20i 3278 | - E ¥ - Balanced out, Bit String conv
Sherwood DS1010C 100 |S B,C X 2 - Mic input Krell CD-DSP Mk Il 5000 |- - s 42,13,28 | Digital inputs facility
Sherwood DD1030C 100 JT B N e Krell CD DSPII 5000 5000 | MB 2E Y  }42,13,28 |Has digital in, balanced out
Sherwood DS3010C 120 |S B,C Y 2 - Krell KSP20i 9950 | - E Y - Balanced out, top loader
Sherwood DD3010C 150 | T B,C Y 2 = Linn Mimik 798 | DS E Y 32,8,33 BNC digital
Sony TCFX211B 100 |S B,C N 2 43,12,28 Linn Karik 1497 | DS EO Y: 328,33 BNC digital
Sony TCK 215B 130 |S B,C Y 2 43,12.31 Tape calibration Luxman D500X's 3750 | MB 0 Y 4412,39 |Top loading
Sony TCK311B 130 |S B,C 24 2 }43,12,31 | Auto calibration Marantz CD-53 200 | BS E Y 43930 | New transport, DAC, circuit
Sony TCW445B 150 | T B,C Y- 2 43,12,31 Full logic control Marantz CD-63 250 | BS EQ Y 429,30 As CD-53
Sony TCK4158 180 |S B.C Y 3 43,12,31 UK optimised sound Marantz CD-52 Il SE 300 | BS E X 42,12,28 | Selected passive components
Sony TCWR5458 200 | T B,C 0 2 43,12,29 | Auto calibration Marantz CD-72SE 600 | BS EO Y 42,12,28 | As CD-52, 4V output
Sony TCWR645S 250 | T BCS |Y 2 |43,12,31 UK optimised sound Marantz CD-10 1200 | BS EQ Y 146,14,36 ] Twin DAC-7, heavy build
Sony TCK511S 250 IS BCS |Y 3 43,12,31 UK optimised sound MclIntosh MCD7008 1995 | MB A < Seven disc multiplayer
Sony TCK611S 300 |S BCS |Y 3 143,12,30 ] UK optimised sound Meridian 506 795 | DS N 33,9,34 | Recently improved sound
Teac V-600 150 |§ B.C Y 2 Fine bias Meridian 606 1350 | tbit N -
Teac W-700R 220 |TAR |BC A 2 . 1441529 Meridian 508 1350 | DS N 33,9.34
Teac V-1010 250 |S B.C Al 3 44,1529  |Fine bias Metaxas PHOS 1750 | BS A 42,1642
Teac V-3010 350 |S B.C 4 3 1441536 | Copper chassis, remote Micro-Seiki CD-M2DC 3695 | MB e
Teac V-2020S 380 |S B.C Y 3 44,15,29 | Tape calibration Micro-Seiki CDM2000X | 4689 E ¥ =
Teac W-6000R 450 JTAR {BC Y 2 44,15,33 Pitch control, remote Micromega Stage 1 450 E Y 43,28,88 | Upgradable
TeacR-90 S 500 | AR B,C Y 3 49,1536 |Remote control Micromega Stage 2 600 E Y ]43,2888 |Upgradable
Teac V-8000S 700 }S BES 4 Y 3 148,1536 | Direct drive, tape cal, remote Micromega Stage 3 800 E Y 43,28,88 | Upgradable
Technics RS-TR232 180 | T.AR 1B,C Y 2 43,14,29 | Play transport unidirectional Micromega Trio 6000 E Y 34,48,31 | AES/Toslink digital output
Technics RS-BX404 180 | AR B,C Y. 2 43,1329 |Micinputs, auto tape cal Mission DAD7 900 E 2 22,8,36
Technics RS-TR333 200 |TAR |BC Y 2 1431429 Mission Discmaster 1900 E X; 22,8,36 | Two box, inc Dacmaster DAC
Technics RS-BX646 230 |S B.C Y 3 1431330 ]Auto tape cal, remote ready Musical Fidelity EG00 599 E Y ]44.12,35 |Balanced XLR output
Technics RS-TR515 250 |TAR |BC Y 2 1431429 |Optical quick reverse Musical Fidelity FCD 1499 2l Y 49,12,33 | XLR balanced out, tube o/p sta
Technics RS-BX747 300 |S B.C ¥ 3 ] 43,1330 |Fine bias adj, THC lo-red base NAD 501 180 - N -
Technics RS-TR979 380 |TAR |BC Y 2 43,1328 Both decks record, quick rev NAD 502 220 B Y -
Yamaha KX-650 260 |S B/C Y S NAD Monitor 5000 309 E Y =
Yamaha KX-W952 500 | T B.C Y 2 F Naim CD3 898 e Y 132630 |1 box
— Naim CDI 1677 Y |43,16,30 | One box, no digital output, to
= g Naim CD5 3254 Y 43,16,30 | Two box, no digital output, to
= & ] Nakamichi MB-4S 299 - Y 43,10,27 | Multi-CD, 16 x 4 oversampling
3 %’ o § Nakamichi CD4 380 E vy [431032
Model 2 & s Size Special Nakamichi MB3 650 - Y 43,10,38 | Multi CD, 18x8 oversampling
Nakamichi MB2 850 £ ¥ 43,10,38 | Multi-CD, 20x8 oversampling
Aiwa XC-300 150 J1bit 0 Y = NVA CD Tube 1100 E Y. =
Aiwa DX-M100 150 | 1bit 0 ¥ = Midi size NVATES. 2000 E ¥ %
AMC CD6 349 |BS EQ Y - NVAT.T.S 3200 i Y
ARC CD1 3278 | - * S 'Bit String' conversion NVATLS 3300 E ¥
Arcam Alpha One 300 | DS E By 43,8,29 Onix CD33 999 - - 43,8,33 DAC7
Listings marked in red (as shown below) are covered in the Hi-Fi Choice Directory 8:::3 Bi;:)g ggg g ¥ :g:}'g;
Audiolab 8000A 450 It N 60 MMMCIT3T Y N 45836 Preout/main in [ Onkyo C-711 290 0 Y 128830 | Mini component

Remote Control - Y - yes, N - No.
Size - width x height x depth in cm.
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Key to compact disc players, trans- Remote Control - Y - yes, N - Key to compact disc players, trans- Remote Control - Y - yes, N - No.
orts and DACs Size - width x height'x depth |n m. orts and DACs Size - width x height x depth in cm.
rice - typical retail, to nearest rice - typical retail, to nearest
%un pe - MB - multibit, 1 bit - single Products highlighted in red have been BAC Type - MB - multibit, 1 bit - single Products highlighted in red have been

blt Bg Bltstream DS - Delta S igma, tested in Hi-Fi Choice. Please refer to bit, BSV Bitstream, DS - Delta Sigma, tested in Hi-Fi Choice. Please refer to

H, Hybrid - combines multibit The Directory for full test results. M - MASH, Hybrid - combines multibit The Directory for full test results.
and 5|n le bit. and smgle bit.

?utruhs Digi ital: Opt - optical (usually Outrut(s Digital: Opt - {)tlcal (usually

a?g in ) F.l electrical (usually coaxi- Toslin )I E electrical (usually coaxi-

i B s i [ ;
A 3 |2
Model 8 T (- g Special Model 8 3 & Size Special
CD TRANSPORTS
Onkyo DX-C110 350 } 1bit (0 T 1461243 Micromega Duo CD2-1 2500 | - [ X0] X 34,9,31 Top loading, AES/EBU out
Onkyo DX750 350 | 1bit 0 Y 461131 Orelle CD10-T 799 | - E Y 144,10,32 |lIsolated PSU, silver wiring
Orelle CD-480 400 | MB B Y 44,10,28 | DC coupled Pink Triangle Cardinal 750 | - - - 46,8,36 Upgradable transport & player
Orelle CD260 Il 900 | MB E Y 44,10,32 | Audiophile components, DC cpld PS Audio Lambda tr 1990 | - E Y 38,8,34 AT&T, AES/EBU optional
Philips CD710 120 | MB - X - 16 bit continuous technology Roksan ATT-DP2 1295 | = E Y 46,12,35 | Four level isolation
Philips CD740 130 | MB E Y Hybrid 5-bit DAC Roksan ATT-DP2A 1490 - - Y 146,12,35 |AT&T optical
Philips CD720 130 | MB x Y 16 bit Continuous Calibration Teac P-700 900 | - EQ Y 23,14,40 | Half width, anti-resonance cha
Philips CDC745 199 | BS E Y Multi-disc tray Teac P-2 3500 | - EO Y- 23,14,49
Philips CD750 199 | BS = Y - Selected BS DAC, differential Teac P-2S 4300 | - 0,E X 23,14,49 | Gold plate circuit boards
Pioneer PD-77 100 | 1-bit EO Y 44,13,33 ] Satin gold finish Theta Data Basic 1997 | - E Y 428,34 AT&T, AES/EBU option
Pioneer PD-103 140 | 1-bit - N _]42,11,28 |Display off Theta Data [l NTSC 3290 | - {5 Y 142,12,40 | AT&T, AES/EBU option
Pioneer PD-203 160 | 1-bit - Y 42,11,28 | As 103, variable output & remo Theta Data Il PAL 3490 | - EO Y 42,12,40 | AT&T, AES/EBU balanced in
Pioneer PD-S503 200 | 1-bit - Y 42,11,29 |legato Link Wadia 20 4370 | - ~ = = Glass, plastic, BNC, AES/EBU
Pioneer PD-M603 250 | 1-bit = Y 42,11,30 | Six disc Wadia 7 9995 | - = Y 35,16,46
Pioneer PD-S703 300 | 1-bit 0 X 42,13,27 | SPM, Legato Link , twin PSU
Pioneer PD-M703 300 | 1-bit - Y 42,13,30 | Six disc, DSP soundfield cntrl & §
Pioneer PD-DM802 450 | 1-bit - Y 42,14,31 | Dual magazine 12-disc H] 1
Pioneer PD-S901 499 }1-bit EO Y 42,13,33 | SPM, Legato Link, Twin DAC 2 g
Pioneer PD-TM3 500 | 1-bit - X 42,18,35 | Triple magazine, 18-disc Model 8 Special
Pioneer PD-F100 600 | 1bit « Y 42,19,40 100 disc, Legato Link D/A CONVERTERS
Pioneer PD-95 2500 J 1-bit E,0 Y 44,16,34 |Balanced out, Legato, SPM Arcam Black Box 50 450 i EOQ N 43,7,28 Two inputs, sync lock
Quad CD67 825 | DS E Y 33,8,26 For use with 66 system Arcam Black Box 500 750 |BS E,Q Y 43,9,28 7 inputs, sync-lock
Roksan ATT-DP2P 1495 | DS E Y 46,12,35 | Player, four level isolation Audio Alchemy DAC-in-th¢-box20( MB E = &
Rotel RCD940BX 230 | MB - Y 44,10,32 Audio Note DAC1 600 | MB EQ Y
Rotel RCD-945AX 230 | BS 3 Y 44,10,32 Audio Note DAC3 1650 | MB E/0 Y. -
Rotel RCD-965BX 300 | BS E Y 44,10,32 | Audiophile components Audio Research DAC2 3940 | MB - - 48,14,26 | 20bit, 8x o/s
Rotel RCD-965BX D 375 | BS E Y 44,10,32 | Discrete output Audiolab 8000DAC 800 | BS - - 45,8,36 | Balanced AES/EBU input
Rotel RCD-965BX LED 425 | BS B Y 44,10,32 | Discrete & slit foil caps Audiomeca Elixir 699 | BS E.0 X 25,39.9
Sansui CD-270 180 | BS N N - AVI S2000MD 549 | MB - - 31,25,9 16 bit, optical & elec i/p
Sansui CD-117K Il 200 | MB N N Beard DAP-2 DAC 999 | BS E.Q ¥ - Hybrid tube
Sansui CD-X217i 200 | MB E N Beard DAP-1 1250 | MB - & -
Sansui CD-X317 250 | BS E,0 Y Counterpoint DA-11E 1495 | - EO ¥ 49,6,27 Optional AT&T & AES/UBU balanc
Sansui CD-X617 350 | BS EO ¥ - Counterpoint DA-10E 1675 |- EO y ]- Interchangeable DACs, optional
Sentec Diana 1100 | MB EQ N 12,523 |20 bit DPA Little Bit Il. 450 | BS EO =
Sherwood CD3020R 130 | BS Y N |- DPA Bigger Bit 695 | BS EO = 2
Sherwood CDC5030 200 |} 1bit N Y 44,10,38 | Five disc carousel DPA PDM256 2995 |- - z : Unique DPA DX64 DAC
Sony CDP-M302 130 | 1bit N Y ]36,10,33 | Midi-size, full remote control DPA PDM10924 5995 | - - = - Unique DPA DX128 DAC
Sony CDP-312 150 | 1bit = Y 43,10,29 |Digital servo EMF Audio Crystal 500 | BS « = -
Sony CDP-C325M 230 | 1bit N Y 36,10,39 | Midi size, 5-disc player Krell Studio 2 3198 | MB - - 42,1327 |AT&Tin
Sony CDP-C345 230 | 1bit : Y 43,13,39 | Five disc player Krell Studio 4450 | MB - - 426,32 AT&Tin
Sony CDP-715E 250 | 1bit 0 Y. 43,11,30 | UK optimised sound Krell Reference 64 14900 | MB - = 42,13,39 JAT&Tin
Sony CDP-915E 300 | 1bit [} Y 43,11,36 | UK optimised sound LFD DAC3 2699 | MB - N 48,7,37 Optional balanced output
Sony CDP-CX100 800 | 1bit 0 - 43,13,38 ] 100 disc autochanger Linn Numerik 1075 | MB = - 32,8,33 CD sync link with Karik
Teac CD-P3500 200 | BS (= Y 1441228 Meridian 563 695 | DS 3EQ0 | N [33934
Teac CD-P4500 280 | BS £ Y. 44,12,29 |Digital attenuator Metaxas Mas DAC 2800 | MB EQ )Y 26,15,45 | External PSU, 20 bit
Teac VRDS-7 600 | BS E,0 Y 45,15,34 | Twin BS Micromega Microdac 349 | BS EO - 22,515 Coax/optical
Teac VRDS-10 770 | BS E.0 A 45,15,34, | Twin DAC7, balanced output Micromega DAC 600 | BS - - 43,28,88 | AES/EBU input
Teac VRDS-20 1300 | BS E,0 - 50,15,34 | Twin DAC7, balanced output Micromega Duo BS2 600 | BS = - 8,289 AES input
Teac X-1 2500 | MB. Y 46,14,40 | Balanced out, 4x20bit Micromega T-DAC 800 | BS - = 22,28,88 | Four inputs
Teac X-1S 3500 | MB 0 Y 46,14,40 |Balanced out, 4x 20bit Micromega Duo Pro 2 1350 §BS - - 34,48,31 | AES input
Technics SL-PG360A 140 | M N Y 43,10,29 | Remote control capable Mission DACS 300 | BS - - 7,11,29 Qutboard DAC, matches DADS
Technics SL-PG440A 170 | M N Y 143,10,29 |4-DAC NVA Dacon 320 | BS E N |-
Technics SL-PG560A 180 | M 0 Y 43,11,30 | Selected audio parts Orelle DA-188 379 |MB - N 22,7,23 DC coupled, optical & coax in
Technics SL-PS620A 200 | M 0 0 43,12,29 Orelle DA-180 599 | MB E N 447,28 2 outputs, twin transformers
Technics SL-PS740A 250 | M 0 Y 143.13,29 |Centre tray Perception DAC 695 | MB = - -
Technics SL-PS840 420 |M 0 e 43,13,34 | Advanced MASH converter Pink Triangle Ordinal 790 | BS E',O 23,8,35 Interchangable DAC & filter
Technics SL-P2000 1000 | M 0 Y 45,13,33 | THCB base, R-Core transformer Pink Triangle DaCapo 1450 | BS EO0 - 46,8,35 Unique discrete DAC
Wadia 16 7395 | MB = - Glass, plastic, BNC & AES/EBU Pink Triangle DC 1500 |- - - 46,8,35 Massive battery PSU for DaCapo
Yamaha CDX-670 290 | BS E,0 Y PS Audio DigiLink Il 688 | MB = e 388,16
Yamaha CDC-635 300 | BS = Y PS Audio SuperLink 2 1230 | MB - - 138816
Yamaha CDX870 330 | BS 0 Y- PS Audio UltraLink 2 2650 | MB - - 38,6,20 AT&T input option
Yamaha CDX-1000 599 | BS EOQ Y - PS Audio Ref Link 5490 | MB - - 38,8,36 | AT&T input
YBA 2 2999 | MB E,0 Y 43,10,33 | Outboard power supply QED Positron 89 |= - - - Upgrade PSU for Digit
I QED Digit Plus 139 | BS E N -
o § QED Digit Reference 299 | BS - 3 - - Combined 2x Positron/Digit
2 y Roksan ATT-DA2 549 | DS - N _122,10,33 |DAC 4 inputs, optional AT&T
g g K ) Sentec Diana 993 | MB EO B
Model ® Size Special Teac D-700 600 | MB EO - 23,14,40 | Matches P-700, 4x20bit
DTR POR Teac D-2 2500 | MB - - 23,14,49 |18 bit, balanced output
Arcam Delta 250 750 |- 260 | Y 43,9,28 BNC out. Has sync lock input Theta Pro-Primell  ~ 1800 | BS E - 42,5,23
Audiolab 8000CDM 1250 |- EO Y 458,36 |Precision master clock Theta Probasic Il 2299 | MB 5 = 425,29
Audiomeca Damnation 875 |- EO ¥ 29,10,32 Theta Pro Gen IIl 5690 | MB - = 42,834 | AT&T input option
Audiomeca Kreatura 999 |- EO Y 25,14,39 | Heavily modified CDM Theta Pro Gen V 8500 | MB E N 42,8,34
Audiomeca Mephisto 1999 |- EO Y 43,15,33 | Integral platter, layer suspen Wadia 12 1530 | MB EO N - Balanced and AT&T input
Counterpoint DA-11E 1495 |- E0 Y - Wadia 15 3790 | MB E.0 X 35,9,41 Software upgradable
DPA T1 Transport 895 |- - Y ‘Deltran’ clock locking (with Wadia 64.4 4750 | MB EOQ N 35,8,28 Balanced output
Jadis JCOT 8000 |- - Y - Top load Wadia 9 12790 | MB EQ Y 44,9,36 Digital volume, separate PSU
Krell MD-20 4999 |- E20 Y 42,13,28 | Top load, AT&T optical out Woodside DAC2 509 | MB E0 - -
Krell MD-10 7990 |- 2E0 Y 42,13,28 Woodside DAC1 909 | MB E,0
Krell KPS 20T 8550 |- EO Y - AT&T, AES/EBU balanced in
Krell DT-10 9090 |- 2E0- - R Y, 42,13,28 | Front loader
Meridian 200 895 | - E,Q Y 32,32,10
Meridian 500 975 = E,0 i 32,339
Meridian 602 1750 |- EOQ Y 32,33,10
Micromega Drive 1 600 | - EO Y 43,28,88 | Upgradable, AES/EBU out
Micromega Drive 2 900 |- EO % 43,28,88 | Upgradable, AES/EBU out —= = = e e
Micromega T-Drive 7200 |- 3 Y 22,28,88 | Tray loading, AES/EBU out Listings marked in red (as shown below) are covered in the Hi-Fi Choice Directory.
Mirromena Din CN3-1 1350 1= EO Y 34.931 Top loading, AES/EBU out Audiolab 8000A 450 It N 60 MM,MC,1T,3T Y N 45,8,36  Preout/main in




Key to digital recorders

Price - typical retail, to nearest
?OUH

ype - MD - MiniDisc - DCC - Digi

Cassettes.
Digital In & Out - E - Electrical (usual-
ly coaxial S/PDIF), O - optical, (usual-
ly Toslink).

Compact Cassette, DAT - Digita %Audlo

DAC Type - MB - multibit, 1
bit, B: tstream, DS - Delta Sigm
Size - width x height x depth in cm

Products highlighted in red have been
tested in Hi-Fi Choice. Please refer to
The Directory for full test results.

Key to headphones
Price - typical retail, to nearest
ound
ype - Opn open back, vented or
velocity type; gives less environmen-
tal isolation, but is usually more nat-
ural feeling in extended use. Sld -
sealed - the headphones form an air
seal around the ears, helping reduce

Impedance - in ohms.

Products highlighted in red have been
tested in Hi-Fi Choice. Please refer to
The Directory for full test results.

sound leakage. IR - Infra red cordless.

Ear - in-ear model.

Weight - without cable.

- o S E =
I & & 3 = 3 —
Model 8 i3 5 g § Size Special Model g § § |Special
DIGITAL RECORDERS HEADPHONES
JVC XM-D1BK 900 | MD EO EO0 |BS 18,5,13 JVC HA-D1000 250 | Sid 340 }32 5m, 6.3/3.5mjacks
Marantz DD-82 399 | DCC EO E0 | MB/BS 42,15,34 | DAC7 output Kenwood KH-535 15 | Ear - 32 3.5mm plug
Meridian CDR 4500 | CD-R EQ E BS in/ Kenwood KH-757 20 | Ear - 32 3.5mm plug
Nakamichi 10007 0_| DAT EO EO | MBin/ - Kenwood KH-1000 20 | Opn 30 32 2m OFC lead
Philips DCC300 179 | DCC E Y BSin/ 36,11,30 Kenwood KH-959 25 | Ear - 32 3.5mm plug
Philips DCC600 199 | DCC E v BS in/ 44,12,30 Kenwood KH-2020 40 | Sld 210 |32 2.5m OFC lead
Pioneer D-07 1150 | DAT E0 E,0 - 44,14,38 | 96kHz record, Legato Link Kenwood KH-5000 70 | Sld 280 32 2.5m OFC lead
Sharp MD-M11E 450 | MD = Y o 83,11 Recorder, title generator Koss HP/1 6 | Opn 35 27
Sony MBS501 800 | MD EO EO |BS 43,9,35 Sample rate cpnverter Koss HP/3 7 | Ear 5 at
Sony DTC80ES 800 | DAT EO EO |BS 431155 |SBM Koss HP/5 11 | Ear 12 28
Technics RS-DC8 700 | DCC E.0 EO |BS 43,12,35 Koss HP/6 15 | Opn 75 92
Koss HP/7 20 | Opn 55 90
g Koss TD6O 29 | sid 150 |27
- = Koss TD65 45 | Sid 150 | 100
: N = Koss MACS 45 [ opn 10060
Model i = Special Koss TD75 59 |5id 330|150
HEADPHONES Koss Porta Pro Jnr 59 | Opn 65 60
Aiwa HP-V141 7 | Ear 5 16 Bass resonator ducts Koss PortaPro 1 65 | Opn 65 60
Aiwa HP-A160 7 | Opn 45 32 Banded, 3.5/6.3mm Koss MAC7 65 | Sid 160 |60
Aiwa HP-JB33 8 | Opn 18 16 Vertical ear fit, ultra light Koss Porta Pro 2000 95 = s %
Aiwa HP-V143 9 | Ear Bi 16 Bass resonator ducts Koss Pro 480 115 | Cld 250 100
Aiwa HP-A260 9 | Opn 54 32 Banded, bass resonator ducts Koss Pro 4AA 129 | Sld 425 230
Aiwa HP-V145 10 | Ear 8 16 Carrying case included Koss JCK200 195 | Sid 240 100 Cordless infra-red
Aiwa HP-V147 10 | Ear 5 16 Bass resonator ducts Koss JCK300 350 | Sid 240 100 Cordless infra red
Aiwa HP-X201 13 | Sld 230 - Dual plug Koss ESP950 1995 | Opn 3680 |- Electrostatic
Aiwa HP-A360 13 | Opn 65 40 Banded, bass resonator ducts Maxell EB125 4 | Ear 15 32 Stereo ear buds
Aiwa HP-X301 20 | Sid 230 = 3m lead, dual plug Maxell HP-100 4 | Ear 3 32 Replacable pads, 1m lead
Aiwa HP-VX303 25 | Sld 230 - In-line_controls, dual plugs Maxell HP-200 5 | Opn 30 ap. Replacable pads, 1m lead
Aiwa HP-X705 40 | Sld 130 = Dual plug, 2m ext cable Maxell EB225 8 | Ear 44 21 Stereo ear buds, minder case
AKG K2 23 | Opn 70 200 Mini Maxell HBS150 8 | Ear 25 82 Water resistant
AKG K33 25 | Opn 90 50 Maxell HP-400 8 | Ear 4 32 With pouch, 6/3/3.5mm fit
AKG K44 42 | Opn 90 50 Maxell EBS325 9 | Ear 13 32 Water resistant
AKG K135 46 | Opn 160 150 Maxell EB425 10 | Ear 13 32 Stereo ear buds, minder case
AKG K141 74 | Opn 225 1600 Maxell HP-700 10 | Opn 56 22 Adjustable locking headband
AKG K240 Monitor 82 | Opn 240 ] 600 Maxell HP-500 13 | Opn 45 32 2.7m lead, 6.3/3.5mm fit
AKG K270 112 | Sld 250 175 Maxell HP-1000 15 | Opn 95 32 2.7m lead, digital ready
AKG K280 Parabolic 117 | Opn 250 75 Maxell HP-2000 20 | Opn 140 32 Volume control digital ready
AKG K400 118 1 Of 250 120 Maxell HP-3000 30 | Sed 120 32 Volume control digital ready
AKG K270 Studio 121 | Sid 2500 175 Nakamichi SP7 70 | Opn 150 }45
AKG K500 138 | Opn 250 120 Pioneer SE-5 16 | Opn 60 30 2m OFC cable
AKG K340 191 | Opn 380|400 Pioneer SE-15 20 | Opn 65 30 2m OFC cable
AKG K1000 646 | Opn 270 1120 Pioneer SE-32 23 | Opn 94 40 2.5 OFC cable
Audio Technica ATH-309 36 | Opn 140 30 Pioneer SE-52 25 | Opn 104 §40 2.5 OFC cable
Audio Technica ATH-M4X| 39 | Opn 140 30 Pioneer SE-15V 30 | Opn 65 30 5m OFC cable
Audio Technica ATH-909 60 | Opn 200 600 Pioneer SE-330D 35 | Sid 165 35 3m cable, bass boost duct
Audio Technica ATH-01 80 | Opn 200 600 Pioneer SE-400D 37 | Sld 185 35 3m cable, dual bass horn
Audio Technica ATH-910 90 | Sld 200 }600 Pioneer SE-5000 48 | Sld 175 135 3m cable, dual bass horn
Audio Technica ATH-9004 245 | Opn 240 32 Pioneer SE-700D 60 | Sid 180 35 3m cable, dual bass horn
Beyer DT211 33 | Opn 120 40 Ross RE-233 5 | Opn 25 8 Micro
Beyer DT311 49 | Opn 124 40 Ross RIH-150 6 | Ear 5 16 Inner ear headphone
Beyer DT331 59 | Opn 210 ] 40 Ross RE-235 6 | Opn 5 16 Personal stereo
Beyer DT411 69 | Opn 120 ] 250 Ross RE-234 6 | Opn 5 16 Personal stereo
Beyer DT431 89 | Opa 210 J40 Ross RE-229 6 | Opn 35 8 Folding
Beyer DT511 99 | Opn 200 }250 Ross RE-2030 6 | Opn 5 8 Personal stereo
Beyer DT990 119 | Opn 200 600 Ross RMH-300 7 | Opn 51 8 Lightweight
Beyer DT531 129 | Opn 245 250 Ross RE-280 7 | Ear 10 16 Vertical inner ear
Beyer DT100 135 | Sid 350 | 600 Ross RE-246 7 | Opn 5 16 Micro stereo phones
Beyer DT801 159 | Sld 250 250 Ross RE-223 7 | Sid 155 8 Stereo/mono
Beyer IRS790 179 | Opn 270 - Cordless infra-red Ross RMH-500CD 9 | Opn 48 16 Lightweight
Beyer DT811 179 | Opn 245 1250 Ross RIH-360CD 9 | Ear 16 16 Vertical inner ear
Beyer DT770 Pro 185 | Sld 250 ] 600 Ross RE-2060CD 9 | Opn 5 16 Inner ear headphone
Beyer IRS890 199 270 | 600 Ross RMH-310TV 10 | Opn 51 8 For video and TV
Beyer DT990 Pro 199 | Opn 230 600 Ross RIH-550 10 | Ear 5 16. Inner ear, with volume control
Beyer DT901 199 | Sid 280 }250 Ross RIH-460CD 12 | Ear 16 16 Vertical inner ear, volume pot
Beyer DT911 219 | Opn 275 ]250 Ross RDH-200CD 13 | Sld 150 |8 Closed back
Grado Prestige SR60 90 | Opn - 40 Ross RDH-100CD 15 | Sld 144 |8 CD headphone
Grado Prestige SR80 125 | Opn - 40 Ross RDH-300CD 17 | Sld 155 8 CD headphone
Grado Prestige SR100 175 | Opn - 40 Ross RDH-400CD 22 | Sid 186 8 Digital headphone
Grado Prestige SR200 230 | Opn - 40 heiser HD16 8 | Opn 45 32 Mini, 1.2m lead, dual plug
Grado Prestige SR300 320 | Opn = 40 Sennheiser HD36 11 |0 62 32 Mini, 1.2m lead, dual plug
Grado Signature HP3 410 | Opn 40 Sennheiser HD56 13 | Opn 72 32 Mini, 1.2m lead, dual plug
Grado Signature HP2 510 | Opn - 40 Vegas 25 | Opn 118 32 3m lead, 3.5/6.3mm
Grado Signature HP1 615 | Opn - 40 Sennheiser Manhattan 25 | Opn 118 132 3m lead, 3.5/6.3mm
Jecklin Float Model 1 75 | Opn 400  J200 Sennheiser HD440 Il 35 | Opn 125 |60 3m lead, 3.5/6.3mm
Jecklin Float Model 2 99 | Opn 400 }200 Sennheiser HD60TV 36 | Opn 118 32 6.8m lead (inc vol control)
Jecklin Float ELS 399 | Opn 600 |8 Electrostatic Sennheiser HD320 45 | Opn 120 |60 3m lead, 3.5/6.3mm
JVC HA-M3 6 | Sid 33 32 1.2m dual plug lead Sennheiser HD330 60 | Opn 120|100 3m lead, 3.5/6.3mm
JVC HA-F15 910 6 16 Mini 1.2m, 3.5/6.3mm plug Sennheiser HD340 70 | Opn 120 100 Single sided cable
JVC HA-X55 12 | Sld 45 32 2m dual plug lead Sennheiser HD25 SP 80 | Sid 115 85 Monitoring headphone
JVC HA-D410 15 | Sld 90 32 2m, 3.5/6.3mm plug Sennheiser HD535 90 | Opn 255 150 3m lead, 3.5/6.3mm
JVC HA-X77 16 | Sld 40 32 2m dual plug lead Sennheiser HD545 Reference110 | Op 255 150 3m lead, 3.5/6.3mm
JVC HA-F35 16 | Opn 6 32 Mini 1.2m, 3.5/6.3mm plug Sennheiser Set 90/UK 130 | Ear 40 - Mono, infra-red cordless
JVC HA-X99 17 | Sld 50 32 2m dual plug lead Sennheiser HD565 Ovatiop 130 | Opn 255 }150 3m lead, 3.5/6.3mm
JVC HA-D510 20 | Sld 110 32 3m, 6.3/3.5mjacks Sennheiser HD265 Linear] 130 | Sid 260 150 Closed back
JVC HA-D610 25 | Sid 120 32 3m, 6.3/3.5mjacks Sennheiser HD25 | 145 | Sid 140 70 Closed back
JVC HA-D690 40 | Sid 220 32 3m, 6.3/3.5mjacks
JVC HA-D710 55 | Sid 210 132 3m, 6.3/3.5mjacks
JVC HA-D910 65 | Sid 220 132 3m. 6.3/3.5miacks Sennheiser HN320 45 Nnn 190 AN 2m laad 2 R/R 2mm




Choosing a good
hi-fi dealer is the
most vital step in

acquiring the
system that is right
Jor you. This unique
directory gives full
mformation on
dealers able to help
m your areq.

AVON
AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 65 Park Street, Bristol.
(0272) 264975. Great hifi carefully selected
and demonstrated by friendly enthusiastic
staff. Closed Mon.
PAUL GREEN HI-FI LTO, c/o Harper
Furnishings, Kensington Showrooms, London
Road, Bath BA1 6AD. (0225) 316197.
Technics, Denon, Sony, Rotel, AVl, Quad,
Rogers, Mission, Tannoy, Aura and many many
more. 2 demo rooms, home demos, appoint-
ments required, service dept, free install, home
trial. Access, Visa, Int free credit, instant credit.
Tue-Fri 9-5.30, Sat 9-5, closed Monday.
RADFORDS, 12 James Street West, Bath, BA1
2BX. Tel 0225 446245. Visit us for the largest
range of Hi-Fi & Home Cinema equipment in
the South-West. Demonstration rooms, Home
Installation Service, Access, Visa, Amex. Open
9.00-5.30 Mon-Sat.
RADFORDS, 52-54 Gloucester Road, Bristol,
BS& 8BH. Tel 0272 428247. Visit us for the
largest range of Hi-Fi & Home Cinema equip-
ment in the South-West. Demonstration rooms,
Service depts, Home Installation Service,
Access, Visa, Amex. Open 9.00-5.30 Mon-Sat.
THE RIGHT NOTE, Tel (01225) 874728 and
(01426) 315092. We specialise in giving
upgrade advice and demonstrations in your
own home, where you can best judge the ben-
efits. Your long term satisfaction is our aim.
Brands stocked for their excellent sound (not
just a passing review), their reliability and sup-
pliers’ back-up: Lumley Reference (amps and
speakers), Michell, Orelle, CAT, Magnum
Dynalab, Transfiguration, NEAT, Musical
Technology, Cogan Hall, Silver Sounds, MAF,
Atacama.
V’ AUDIO, 36 Druid Hill, Stoke Bishop, Bristol
B59 1EJ. (0272) 686005. Alon, ATC, AVI,
Acoustic Energy, Audio Innovations, Audio
Technica, AMC, Analogue Electronics, Cadence
Valve, Chord Amps, Electronic Companies,
Exposure, Goldring, Harman Kardon, Heybrook,
Jamo, LFD, Pink Triangle, Ruark, Michell, REL,
Sansui, SME (inc20A), Sonic Link, Stax,
Townshend, Wadia. Dams by appt only, home
trial facilities, free installation, service facili-
ties.Access, Visa. For full product listing please
see Dealer Guide.

BERKSHIRE
ARC AUDIO, 9 Dukes Ride, Crowthorne,
Berks, RG116L2. (0344) 762201. Denon,
Harman Kardon, JPW, Marantz, Monitor Audio,
Onix, Rogers, Ruark, Tannoy, Thorens, Yamaha.
Demo facilities, no appt necessary, home trial
facilities, free install. Access, Visa, Diners.
Open Mon-Sat 9-6pm (closed Wed at 1pm)
LAKES, 37 Stoke Road, Slough. Tel (01753)
538287. For better hi-fi in the Thames Valley.
Agents for: Technics, Kenwood, Rotel, B&W,
Nakamichi, Mordaunt Short, Sony, Panasonic,
Mitsubishi, Philips, Aiwa, JVC, Wharfedale,
Infinity. Free delivery. Dem rooms at High
Wycombe, Aylesbury, Marlow, Maidenhead, St
Albans, Chiswick High Road, London, and
Bracknell. Please see our advert in the Dealer
Guide or ring for your nearest branch.
RADFORDS, 43 King Edward Court, Windsor,
Sl4 1TG. Tel 0753 85693. Visit us for the best
range of Hi-Fi in the South-West. Linn, Naim,
Meridian, Quad etc. Home Installation Service,
Demonstration rooms, Access, Visa, Amex,.
Open 9.00-5.30 Mon-Sat.

DEALER

Directory

READING

B&B HI-FI, 11-12 Market Place, Reading,
Berkshire, RG1 2EG. (0734) 583730. Aiwa,
Denon, Kenwood, Mission, NAD, Panasonic,
Pioneer, Rotel, Sony, Technics. Free installa-
tion, Service dept. Access, Visa, Credit
Facilities including interest free credit subject
to status. 9.30-5.30, Sat 9-5.30. Also at:
Bracknell, Maidenhead, High Wycombe,
Newbury.

HI-FI CENTRE, 4 Queen’s Walk, Broad Street
Mall, Reading RG1 7QF. (0734) 585463. Your
first choice for real hi-fi and home cinema
sound. Arcam, Audiolab, B&W, Celestion,
Micromega, Meridian, Quad, Rega, Rotel,
Yamaha etc. Demonstration facilities (including
home cinema). Free local installation. Bada
guarantee. Open Tues-Sat 10am-6pm

BIRMINGHAM

SOUND ACADEMY 152a High Street, Bloxwich,
Nr  Walsall W. Midlands, (0922)
493499/473499. Audio equipment from lead-
ing and specialist brands on two floors, with 3
demo floors, home trials, home cinema with
instore demo theatre, evening demo’s by
appointment. In house service dept. Mail order
avail. Int free credit subject to status.Open 6
days 9am - 6pm.Late night friday. Expert
advice, cable dressing and free installation is
what makes Sound Academy the Midlands
most exclusive Hi-Fi studio.

FOR FULL PRODUCT LISTING SEE ADVERT IN
THE DEALER GUIDE

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE

AUDIO INSIGHT LTD, 53 Wolverton Rd, Stony
Stratford, Milton Keynes, Bucks MK11 1ED.
(0908) 561551. Alchemist Products, AVI,
Arcam, Audiolab, Aura, Heybrook, Meridian,
Moth, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, TDL, UKD and more.
Records and CDs, record cleaning service. SGL
speaker demo room. Access, Visa and
Finance,.

D.L. CHITTENDEN LIMITED, 59-61 The
Broadway, Chesham, Bucks, HP5 1BX.
(Opposite Boots). (0494) 784441 Philips,
Mordaunt-Short, Castle, Denon, Kenwood,
Canon Audio, Koss, Wharfedale. Nicam TV &
Video, Surround Sound, AV Systems.
Showroom Demonstrations from expert and
friendly staff. No appts nec. Service Dept.
Credit facilities available. Open 8.30 to 17.30
Mon-Sat.

FACTORS SOUND AND VISION, 16 Hill
Avenue, Amersham, Buckinghamshire HP6
5BW. (0494) 432944. Sony, Panasonic,
Kenwood, Technics, JVC, Denon, JPW, KEF,
Tannoy, Bose, Aiwa, Grundig. In shop and in
home facilities. No appts required, service
dept, free install, home trial. Access, visa, int
free credit. Open Mon-Sat 9.30-5.30, closed
Thur.

CAMBRIDGESHIRE
STEVE BOXSHALL AUDIO, 41 Victoria Rd,
Cambridge CB4 3BW. (0223) 68305. 10-6 - 6
days, (closed Wednesdays). 3 dem rooms,
home trial, appts. preferred. Free installation
and service dept. Access, Visa & credit.
FENWAY, 5 High St. Ely. Tel (0353) 664421,
Contact Gary Holland for Bose, Pioneer, QED,

THE ULTIMATE IN
SOUND ADVICE

Members of the British Audio
Dealers Association are able to
offer:

@ Two year guarantee, tranfer-
able to another BADA dealer should the purchaser
move more than 30 miles from his/her original
address

@ low cost five year guarantee
option

@ proper demonstration facilities

THE ULTIMATE IN
SOUND ADVICE

@ seven day exchange or refund scheme if the

Rotel, Sony, Tannoy, Technics, equipment and
accessories. Demonstration facility. In-house
service department. Ring or come in and see a
family run firm and let us know you saw us in
Hi-Fi Choice. Please see entry under Suffolk.
‘Free Installation by experts’.

NIVERSITY AUDIO, 1-2 Peas Hill, Cambridge.
(0223) 354237. Mission-Cyrus, Arcam, Rotel,
Denon, Meridian, Ruark, ATC, AVI, Quad, Linn.
3 dems, 1 single speaker. Home trial, free
install, Service Department Visa, Access,
Amex, Credit. Open 9-5.30.

CHESHIRE
ASTON AUDIO, 4 West St, Alderley Edge.
(0625) 582704. For the very best in hi-fi sepa-
rates and home cinema. Wide range of spe-
cialist audio, interest free credit. Visa, Access.
Home trial.
AUDIO COUNSEL, 14 Stockport Rd, Cheadle,
Cheshire. (0161) 428 7887. Please see entry
under Greater Manchester.
CHRIS BROOKS HI-FI, 29 Gaskell St, Stockton
Heath, Warrington. (0925) 261212. Tues-Sat
10-6. 3 dem rooms. Credit facilities. All credit
cards. Total absence of bull****.
CONGLETON HI-FI, 1/1a Duke St, Congleton,
Cheshire, CW12 1AP. (0260) 297544. Acoustic
Energy, Arcam, B&W, Denon, Epos, Kef, Linn,
NAD, Nakamichi, Onix, Royd, Target, Yamaha,
etc. Superbly appointed single speaker demo
facilities. 3 listening rooms with one dedicated
to home cinema. No appts nec, home trial
facilities, free installation. 2 year guarantee on
all equipment. Access, Visa. Credit facilities
available on request. Open Mon-SAT, closed
Weds.
HALE HI-FI, 2 Bold St, Hale Road, Altringham,
Cheshire WA14 2ER. Tel 061 929 0834. Open
Mon-Sat 10-6 & later by appointment.
Specialising in equipment by: Naim, Quad,
Royd, Nad, Denon plus selected others. Large
range of quality accessories. On site service
department. Installation & delivery. Home
demonstrations a pleasure.
NORMAN AUDIO, 106 Victoria Str, Crewe.
(0270) 211091 Fx (0270) 211795. For full
details see our Lancashire entry.
PETERS HI-FI, 4 St Michaels Sq, Grosvenor
Precinct, Chester,. (0244) 322063/319392.
Arcam, Technics, Sony, Marantz, Dual, Denon,
Tannoy, Wharfedale, Quad. 2 Single speaker
Dem rooms, no appts nec, free installation
service dept. Access, Visa, Amex. Peters
credit chargecard. Mon-Sat 9-5.30.
THE HI-FI SHOWROOMS, 12A West Str,
Congleton, Cheshire (0260) 280017. Celestion,
Creek, Exposure, Musical Fidelity, Naim, Pink
Triangle, Project, Rotel, Ruark, Systemdek,
Tannoy, TDL, Technics. 5 Dem Rooms, No
appts necc, Home trial, Free install, Service
dept. Access, Visa, Lombard Tricity. Open 9-
5:30, Closed Wed.
SWIFT Hi-Fi, St Annes Parade, Wilmslow.
(0625) 526213. Aura, B&W, Denon, Kenwood,
Marantz, NAD, Pioneer, Rotel,
Systemdek,Tannoy, Revolver, JPW. Open
9:30am-6:00pm dem room. No pressure!
WILMSLOW AUDIO Wellington Close, Dept
HFC, Parkgate Trading Estate, Knutsford,
Cheshire WA16 8DX. Tel (0565) 650605. Fax
(0565) 65008. A wide range of hi-fi equipment,
drive units and loudspeakers. ATC, Celestion,
Coles, Dynaudio, Jordan, KEF, Morel, Peerless,
RCL, Scanspeak, Seas, Volt. Over 30 kits avail-

INDICATES MEMBERSHIP OF
THE BRITISH AUDIO DEALERS
ASSOCIATION

dealer’s advice is taken on product selection

@ fully guaranteed service work

@ customer complaints procedure in the event of
problems

For more information, contact BADA on
= (071) 226 4044

able. 4 Dem rooms, no appt necessary. Please
send for free catalogue. Major credit cards
accepted. Closed Mondays.

CLEVELAND

ACTION ACOUSTICS, 155-157 High Street,
Redcar, Cleveland TS10 3AN. 0642 480723.
Audio Innovations, Denon, Harman-Kardon,
JBL, Michell, Musical Fidelity, Pink Triangle,
Revox, Rogers, Sonic Link, Sugden, Thorens,
Townshend etc. Dem Room. Appts nec. Home
trial facilities, free installation, service dept.
Access, Visa & H.P. Open 9.15-5.30.

GILSON AUDIO LTD, 172 Borough Road,
Middlesbrough. (0642) 248793. Exposure,
Arcam, Mission, Cyrus, Denon, Marantz, NAD,
Rotel, Pioneer, Audiolab, Tannoy, Teac,
Yamaha. Demonstration facilities in main shop
and 2 dem. rooms, 1 AV room, appt nec, home
trial facilities, free install. on request, service

department. Access, Visa, HP. 10-5 - 6 days.

CORNWALL

DEFINITIVE AUDIO, Cornwall, Near St Austell,
PL26 6R7. (0726) 844039. For audio compo-
nants/systems which actually work! Impulse,
Micromega, OVA, Audio Innovations, Audio
Note, Voyd, Systemdek, JPW, Silver Custom
Design, DNM. Demonstration by apppointment
only. Demonstrations throughout Cornwall,
Free Installation. Service Facilities.

RJF AUDIO VISUAL, 84 Pendarves Str,
Tucking Mill, Camborne, Cornwall TR14 8NJ.
(0209) 710777/612260. Audio Note, Audio
Innovations, Impulse, TDL, Michell, Musical
Fidelity,NAD, Nakamichi, Bower & Wilkins,
SME, Micromega, Pink Triangle, Pro-jekt,
Perception, Harman Kardon, Triangle. Integral
Demo room/ showroom and special home
dems. Appts nec, home trial, free install, ser-
vice dept. All cards, switch and transax. Open
Mon-Sat 9.30-5.30. Please see advert in
Dealer Guide.

CUMBRIA
MISONS SOUND & VISION, 11 Warwick
Road, Carlisle CA1 1DH. Tel (0228) 22620.
B&0 Rotel, Sugden, Harbeth, Quad, NAD,
Yamaha, Sony, B&W, Castle, Bose. Demo Suite,
No appts nec, Home trial facilities, Free
Installation, Service Department. 9-5:30 Mon-
Fri. Thurs 9-1. Sat 9-5.
PETER TYSON, 6 Abbey St, Carlisle, Cumbria
CA3 8TX. “Cumbria’s premiere hi-fi centre”.
Part exchange welcome. (0228) 46756. Linn,
Musical Fidleity, Cyrus, Marantz, Denon,
Philips, Nakamichi, Technics, Pioneer, Creek &
more. Dem room. Dems w/out obligation.
Home trial, Free install. In-house service dept.
Access & Visa. HP 9- 5.30pm.

DEVON

CHELSTON HI-FI 38 Walnut Road, Chelston,
Torquay, Devon TQ2 6HS. Tel (0803) 606863.
Where you can compare a range including
Acoustic Energy, Bose, Castle, Celestion,
Creek, Denon, Heybrook, JPW, Kenwood,
Marantz, Musical Fidelity, Pioneer, Rotel, Sony
etc. Two dem rooms (including AV room 25 x
18ft. Free installation. Access, Visa, Amex,
Diners. Credit facilities. 9.30 - 7.30. Mon-Fri.
9.30-6.00 Sat.



Linn, Mission, Cyrus, Naim, Nakamichi, Quad,
Rega, etc. 2 domestic style listening lounges.
Appts required, service dept, home trial facili-
ties, Int. free credit, instant credit. Access,
Visa. Open Mon-Sat 10-6.30, Closed Thurs.
CORNFLAKE SHOP, 37 Windmill Street (just
off Tottenham Court Road), London W1. Tel
071-631 0472 (all enquiries), Fax 071-436
7165. Open Tues-Sat 10-7pm. Rega, Roksan,
Naim, Monitor Audio, Arcam, Nakamichi, ATC,
AVI, Rotel, Epos, Meridian and Linn. 3 dem
rooms (incl home cinema). Friendly profession-
al service. Home ftrial facilities. Appointments
preferred, full delivery and repair service, mul-
tiroom specialists. Access, Visa and Amex.

Canonbury Yard, 190a New
North Rd, London N1. 071-226 5500. Winner
Sony/HFN Greater London Dealer Award
1986/89/90.“One of the 5 best hi-fi shops in
the world”. Arcam, Linn, Meridian, Naim,
Rega, etc. Systems from £500. FREE PARKING,
4 dem rooms, service dept, open Tues-Sat.
RING FOR APPOINT.
HI-FI & COMPONENTS, 84 Battersea Rise,
London, SW11 1EH. Tel: 071 2231 110. Denon,
Harman Kardon,Tannoy, Kenwood, Rotel, NAD,
Wharfedale, Dual, Shure, Ortofon, Celestion,
etc. Appts nec, Service Dept. Access, Visa,
Diners, Amex, Open 10-6 Closed Wed.

Lion House, 227 Tottenham
Court Road, London W1P -HX. Tel Help Line
071-580 3535 24 hour, fax 071-436 4733.
Agencies include: Arcam, Audiolab, Bang &
Olufsen, Castle, Celestion, Chord, Cyrus,
Denon, Heybrook, Harman, IMF, KEF, Marantz,
Mission, Musical Fidelity, Meridian, Nakamichi,
Nad, Pioneer, Quad, Rotel, Shearne, Tannoy,
TDL, Yamaha. 8 listening rooms, 3 years guar-
antee. Free delivery and simple installation
(M25 periphery), home cinema specialist.

INFIDELITY, 9 High Str, Hampton Wick,
Kingston-upon-Thames. (081) 943 3530. For
full details see entry under SURREY.
K.J. WEST ONE, 26 New Cavendish St,
London, W1M 7LH. (071) 486 8262/63. Fax
(071) 487 3452. Most established brands
stocked. Two Hi-Fi and one Home Cinema
dem’ studios Appts nec Home trial. Free instal-
lation. Service dept. Major credit cards.
Interest free crdeit usually available - ask for
details. Mon-Sat 10-6pm. (Late night Thurs till
7pm)

KAMLA 251 Tottenham Court Rd, London,
W1P 9AD. Tel: 071-323 2747. Kenwood,
Pioneer, JVC, Philips, Toshiba, Boston, B&W,
AR, Mitsubishi. Demonstration room available.
Appts required. Service dept. Access, Visa,
Amex, Diners. Open Mon-Sat 9-6.

KRAFT 1 Montpelier Street, Knightsbridge,
London SW7 1EX. Tel: 071-581 8877 Fax:
071-581 9292. Absolutely fabulous hi-fi for
absolutely fabulous people. Acoustic Energy,
Denon, Linn hi-fi, Linn Knekt systems, Mark
Levinson, Martin Logan, Nakamichi, Proceed,
Sennheiser ‘Orpheus’, Terzani lighting, Wilson
Audio. Multi-room and home theatre special-
ists. Custom furniture. Mon-Sat 10 till 7. All
major cards, finance facilities.

MUSICAL IMAGES LTD, 173 Station Road,
Edgware. 081-952 5535, fax 081-951 5864 &
45 High Street, Hounslow, Middlesex. 081-569
5802, fax 081-569 6353. See under Middlesex
for further information. Main authorised deal-
ers for over 100 manufacturers.

ORANGES & LEMONS, 61-63 Webbs Road,
Battersea SW11. Tel 071-924 2040/3665.
Juicy fruit from London’s newest, freshest hi-
fi/home cinema retailer. Telephone demonstra-
tions or just pop in. All the usual, ie friendly
and efficient service, free home installation,
credit cards, plus all the very best from:
Arcam, Chord Co, Epos, Meridian, Mission,
NAD, Naim, Roksan, Rotel, Royd with more to
come. The innovative Audio/Visual retailer.
SON ET LUMIERE 67 Tottenham Court Rd,
London W1P 9PA (next to Goodge St
Underground station. Tel 071 580 9059.
Superb demonstrations rooms (appointment
preferred and home demonstrations. B&0,
Linn, Naim, Rega, Micromega, Amex, Diners,
Access, Visa. Credit faciilities available -
details on request.

SOUND SENSE, 350 Edgeware Road, London
W2 1DX. (071) 402 2100. Alphason, B&W,

JLf

Kenwood, Nakamichi, Celestion, Denon,
Monitor Audio, Marantz, NVA, Sony ES ,
Yamaha. Appts preferred. Installations avail-
able. Access, Visa, Standard credit facilities.
Mon-Sat 9.30-6.30.

, 79-81 Fairfax Road, Swiss
Cottage, London NW6. 071-624 8855, Fax
071-624 5315. Naim, Meridian, Quad,
Mission/Cyrus, Rega, KEF, Arcam, Epos,
Acoustic Energy, Yamaha, Nakamichi, NAD,
Sonus Faber, B&0 etc. Single speaker dem
room, AV demos. Multiroom. Service dept.
Visa/Access credit facilities. 10-7 Mon-Fri,
10-6 Sat.

35 Moscow Rd, Bayswater,

London (Off Queensway) W2 4AH 071 229
2077 Open Tues-Sat 10.30-6.30.

, 109 Chiswick
High Road, Chiswick, W4 2ED (081) 742 3444
Fax (081) 742 3295. 2 Demo Rooms,
Installations, 2 Year Guarantee, 7 day
exchange. Major credit cards, Tues - Sat 10 -
6, See Middlesex entry for brands stocked.
ZEBRA, 18-24 Brighton Road, South Croydon
CR2 6AA. 081 688 2093. Audio lab, Arcam,
KEF Reference, Lexicon, Meridian, Micromega,
Panasonic, Pioneer, REL, Rotel, Sony, Tannoy,
and large range of AV equipment. S2 Air
Conditioned Demo Rooms. in a more casual
environment. Service department. The UK's
leading home cinema centre. Mon-Sat 9.30-
6.00. Access, Visa, Switch & instant credit up
to £1000 subject to status.

GREATER MANCHESTER
14 Shaw Road, Oldham, OL1
3LQ. Tel: (0161) 633 2602 Fax: (0161) 633
2502. Linn, Naim, Rega, Arcam, Rotel, Royd,
Mission, Micromega, Marantz, Shahinian,
Celestion, Nakamichi, Dynavector. Free instal-
lation. Record club. Major credit cards and
credit facilities. Open Tuesday-Saturday 10.00
t0 5.30, 8pm on Thurs.
14 Stockport Road, Cheadle,
Cheshire OL1 3LQ. Tel: (0161) 428 7887. Linn,
Naim, Rega, Arcam, Rotel, Royd, Mission,
Micromega, Marantz, Shahinian, Celestion,
Nakamichi, Dynavector. Free installation.
Record club. Major credit cards and credit
facilities. Open Tuesday-Saturday 10.00 to
5.30, 8pm on Thurs.
CENTRAL RADIO, 30-32 Shudehill,
Manchester M4 1EY. Tel 061 834 6700.
Technics, Kenwood, Pioneer, Aiwa, Marantz,
Mission, B&W, Wharfedale, JBL, Thorens,
Panasonic, etc. TV video, surround sound, AV
systems, service dept, free delivery. Access,
Visa, Switch finance. Mon-Sat 9-5.30.
4-8 St Annes Parade,
Wilmslow. (0625) 526213. Aura, B&W, Denon,
Kenwood, Marantz, NAD, Pioneer, Rotel,
Tannoy, Revolver, JPW. Open 9:30am-6:00pm
2 dem rooms. No pressure!

MIDDLESEX

159a Chase Side, Enfield, Middlesex
EN20PW. (0181) 367-3132, Fax (0181) 367-
1638. Great hi-fi from Arcam, Audiolab,
Celestion, Cyrus, Denon, Linn, Marantz,
Meridian, Micromega, Mission, Philips, Rotel,
Yamaha & many more. Mon-Fri 10-6 Sat 9.30-
5.30. Trained staff. 3 year guarantee on hi-fi.
Free delivery & installation. 30 day free
upgrade scheme. Home demonstrations. Part
exchange. Interest Free Credit on selected
items. 2 listening rooms. Home Cinema spe-
cialists. Free membership of Club Audio T.

BADA bonded.
27 Springfield Rd, Harrow.
(081) 863 0938. Mon-Sat 9.30-5.30. A&R,
Audiolab, Cyrus, Denon, Epos, Monitor Audio,
Musical Fidelity, Nakamichi, Quad, Rotel,

Tannoy, Thorens, Yamaha. etc.
MUSICAL IMAGES LTD, 45 High Street,
Hounslow, Middlesex TW3 1IR. (081) 569
5802. FAX (081) 569 6353. Authorised dealer
for over 100 brands. Interest free credit, any-
where in the UK, subject to status. Demo
rooms including big screen TVs. Repairs and
service. Open all week including Sundays.
Home cinema specialist. Mail order world

wide. Partexch. Musical Images club.
MUSICAL IMAGES LTD, 173 Station Road,
Edgware HA8 7JX Tel: 081-952 5535. Fax:
081-951 5864.

RIVERSIDE HI-FI LTD, 422 Richmond Road,
East Twickenham, Middlesex TW1 2EB. Tel.
(081) 892 7613. Fax (081) 892 7749. AR.,
Arcam, Audio Innovations, Castle, Dual, Denon,
KEF, Luxman, Michell, Musical Fidelity,
Micromega, Marantz, Nakamichi, Rotel,
Spendor, Systemdek, Tannoy, Yamaha. One
demo room, in-car demo for car hi-fi systems.
Appts not always necessary. Home trial facili-
ties. Free installation, service dept. Lombard
Tricity, Access, Visa, Amex, Diners Club. Mon-

Sat 9.30-6, Thurs, Fri 9.30-7.
MERSEYSIDE & THE WIRRAL

BETTER HI-FI, 16 Cook Street, Liverpool
L29RF. 051-227 5007. Stockists of Naim,
Rega, Arcam, Kef, Linn, Royd, Micromega,
Audiolab, plus many more. 0% finance. We sell
great hi-fi and serve excellent coffee.

PETERS HI-FI 11 Werburgh Sq, Grange
Precinct, Birkenhead. 051-647 5626. 9-5.30
closed Thurs. See Cheshire entry for full
details.

PETERS HI-FI, 11 St Werburgh Squ,
Birkenhead. Also at 8 High Str, Bromborough.
051-334 1874/2825. Open 9-5.30 6 days a
week. See Cheshire entry for details.

WEST MIDLANDS
AMADEUS SOUND & VISION, 10 Boldmere
Road, Sutton Coldfield, West Midlands. 021-
354 2311. Audio Innovations, aura, B&0, B&W,
Castle, Marantz, Micromega, Musical Fidelity,
Nakamichi, Harman Kardon, QED. Single
speaker demo, appts preferred, service avail-
able, installations, B&O link install, home trials.
Access, Visa, interest free credit available sub-
ject to status. 9.30-6pm, 6 days.
FRANK HARVEY HI-FI EXCELLENCE, 163 Spon
Street, Coventry CU1 3BB. (0203) 525200.FAX
0203 631403. Audiolab, Arcam, Bang &
Olufson, Mission-Cyrus, Denon, Marantz,
Meridian, Nakamichi, NAD, Quad, Rega, Rotel,
Yamaha. 3 floors, 3 demonstration rooms, nice
staff, nice coffee. Appts nec, service dept, free
install, home trial facilities. All credit facilities
available. Mon-Sat 9.30-5.30. Wed til 8pm.
GRIFFIN AUDIO LTD, 94 Bristol Street,
Birmingham. (021) 692 1359/(021) 622 2230.
Arcam,Castle, Denon, Linn, Marantz, Naim,
Quad, Shahinians, Rega, Rotel. Open Tues-Sat

10-6.
MUSIC MATTERS, 351 Hagley Road,

Edgbaston, Birmingham B17 8DL. (021) 429
2811. Rotel, Denon, Lexicon, Tannoy, Ruark,
Alchemist, Exposure, Pioneer, Roksan,
Nakamichi, Arcam, Audiolab, Musical Fidelity,
Mission/Cyrus, Meridian, KEF, Monitor Audio,
Pink Triangle. 2 single speaker luxury demo
rooms. Appts nec, home trial facilities, free
installation, service dept. Access, Visa, instant
credit up to £1000, interest free credit avail-
able. Tue-Thur 10.30-6, Fri 10.30-8, Sat 10-6.
Branches also at: 93-95 Hobs Moat Road,
Solihull, W Midlands B92 HJI. 021-742 0254.
156-157 Lower High Str, Stourbridge, W
Midlands D18 1TS. (0384) 444184.

NORFOLK

AUDIBLE DIFFERENCE, Near Diss, Norfolk.
Tel (0379) 740227. Absolute Sounds, Audion,
Art Audio, ATC, Audio Innovations, Audio Note,
AVI, DPA, EAR, Impulse, LFD, Pink Triangle,
Roksan, SME, Tube Technology. Full demon-
stration facilities including evenings. Appts
required, free installation, home trial facilities.
Open Mon-Fri 12-9pm, Sat 9-5pm.

AUDIO IMAGES, 7 Al Saints Rd, South
Lowestoft, Suffolk NR33 ODL. Tel: 0502
582853. For full details see our main entry
under Suffolk.

BASICALLY SOUND, The Old School, School Rd,
Bracon Ash, Norwich NR14 8HE. (0508)
570829. Audio Alchemy, Arcam, Micromega,
Naim, Denon, Spendor, Audiolab, Sound
Organisation, Epos, Rotel, Royd, Heybrook,
TDL, Nakamichi, etc. 2 comprehensive dem
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rooms. Home trial. Free installation. Visa,
Access, HP facilities. Tues-Sat 9.30-1, 2-5.30.

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE
AUDIO CRAFT 23-25 Derngate, Northampton,
NN1 1TY. Tel: 0604 36291. Bang & Oulfsen,
Kenwood, Technics, Marantz, Celestion,
Mordaunt-Short. No appts nec, Free Install,
Service Dept. Open Mon-Sat9-5:30pm
CLASSIC HI-FI + VIDEO, School Lane,
Kettering, Northants. (0536) 310855. Aura,
B&W, Heybrook, Rotel, Yamaha, Onix, Onkyo,
LSD, Nad, Pioneer, Marantz, Kenwood, Kef,
Shearne, Sugden, Rogers, Metaxas Audio and
many more. Home trial, free instal., service
dept. Access, Visa, credit facs. 9.30-5 .30pm.
LISTEN INN, 32A Gold Street, Northampton.
(0604)37871 (Fax) (0604) 601430 . Linn,
Naim, Rega, Epos, Royd, Mission, Cyrus,
Arcam, Audiolab, Neat , Creek, Quad, Denon
etc. 2 Dem Rooms

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE
DEFINITIVE AUDIO, (0602) 813562. For a
carefully considered approach to building a
true hi-fidelity audio system with components
derived from the following manufacturers;
Audio Innovations, Snell, Wadia, Micromega,
Deltec, Voyd, Systemdek, SME, Revox, Ortofon,
Pioneer. Demos by appt. Please phone for fur-
ther details. Install free of charge. Mon-Sat 10-
7, closed Wed am.

NOTTINGHAM HI-FI CENTRE, 120-122 Alfreton
Road, Nottingham. (0602) 786919. Over 25
years experience, superb demo rooms, exten-
sive range, free parking. Mon-Sat 9-5.30.
WOLLATON AUDIO, 134 Parkside, Wollaton,
Notts NG8 2NP. Tel/Fax (0602) 284147. Audio
Valve amplifiers, Clements loudspeakers,
Maplenoll turntables, Monarchy digital, XLO
cables. Demonstrations by appointment. Home
trial facilities. Call us for details.

OXFORDSHIRE
ASTLEY AUDIO LTD, 3 Marketplace,
Wallingford. (0491) 839305. Aura, B&W, JPW,
Technics, Panasonic, Pioneer, Kenwood,
Marantz, Sony, Yamaha, Denon, Dual, Mission,
TDL, Tannoy. Home trial, free installation.
Service dept. Access, Visa, Amex, Diners.
Instant credit. Tue-Fri 9-5.30, Sat 9-5. Records
& CDs stocked.
AUDIO T, 19 Old High Str, Headington, Oxford
0X3 9HS. (01865) 65961, Fx (0181) 60415.
Great hi-fi from Arcam, Audiolab, Cyrus,
Denon, Kef, Linn, Marantz, Meridian, Mission,
Rotel, Yamaha & many more. Mon-Fri 10-6,
Sat 9.30-5.30. Trained staff. 3 year guarantee
on hi-fi. Free delivery & installation. 30 day
free upgrade scheme. Home demonstrations.
Part exchange. Interest Free Credit on selected
items. 2 listening rooms. Home Cinema spe-
cialists. Free membership of Club Audio T.
BADA bonded.
OVERTURE HI-FI, 3 Church Lane, Banbury,
0X16 8LR. (0295) 272158. Arcam, Heybrook,
Mission, Quad, Denon, Linn Products, Naim
Audio, Epos, Meridian, Nakamichi. For sensible
unbiased adivce, call Oxfordshire’s audio
experts. Superb demo facilities. No appts nec,
service dept, free install, home trial.
Access/Visa, instant credit. Mon-Fri 10-6, Sat
9.30-5.30.
Cantay Hse,
Park End Street, Oxford OX1 1JE. (0865)
790879 fax (0865) 791665. NAD, Rotel,
Musical Fidelity, Pioneer, Marantz, Rogers,
TDL, Thorens, Audio Research, Proceed.2
Demo rooms. Service Dept, Home trial and free
installation. Instant credit, Access, Amex, Visa.
10-6 Mon-Sat.
RADFORDS, 6 South Parade, Summertown,
Oxford, 0X2 7JR. Tel 0865 511241. Visit us for
the largest range of Hi-Fi & Home Cinema
equipment in the South-West. Demonstration
rooms, Service depts, Home Installation
Service, Access, Visa, Amex. Open 9,.00-5.30
Mon-Sat.
WESTWOOD AND MASON, 46 George St,
Oxford. Tel: (0865) 247783. Aura, Arcam,



THE HI-FI ATTIC, 58 New George St,
Plymouth, Devon PL1 1RR. (0752) 669511. We
stock most leading makes and have an expert
enthusiastic staff. Premises include attractive
hi-fi and home cinema demonstration rooms.
We offer free installation and credit facilities
(written details on request) also a fully
equipped service department. We can also
provide a mail order service for all your
LaserDisc requirements.We accept Visa,
Access, Amex.

, 28 Cowick Street,St Thomas,
Exeter, EX4 1AL. Tel 0392 218895. Visit us for
the largest range of Hi-Fi & Home Cinema
equipment in the South-West. Demonstration
rooms, Service depts, Home Installation
Service, Access, Visa, Amex. Open 9.00-5.30
Mon-Sat.

107 Cornwall Street, Plymouth,
PL1 1PA. Tel 0752 226011.Visit us for the
largest range of Hi-Fi & Home Cinema equip-
ment in the South-West. Demonstration rooms,
Service depts, Home Installation Service,
Access, Visa, Amex. Open 9.00-5.30 Mon-Sat.

6 Fore Street, St Marychurch,
Torquay. Tel 0803 326723.Visit us for the
largest range of Hi-Fi & Home Cinema equip-
ment in the South-West. Demonstration rooms,
Service depts, Home Installation Service,
Access, Visa, Amex. Open 9.00-5.30 Mon-Sat.

DAWSONS, 23 Seamoor Road, Westbourne,
Bournmouth, Dorset. (0202) 764965. B&O0,
Castle, Canon, Jamo, JBL, Pioneer, Sony,
Target, TDL, Technics. No appts necessary.
Free install, Service depart. Various credit facil-
ities available. Open 9-5.30 6 days a week.
MIKE MANNING AUDIO New branch now
open at: 128 Pool Road, Westbourne,
Bournemouth. (0202) 751522. For details see
main entry under Somerset.

18 Westover Road,
Bournemouth. 0202 555512. Linn, Arcam,
Mission, Quad, Audiolab, Rotel, Yamaha,
Denon,etc, 2 Single Speaker Listening Rooms,
Home Demonstrations, Free Installations.Open
Mon-Sat 9-5:30. Call for details.

17 Coniscliffe Road,
Darlington DL3 7EE. Tel Help Line (0325)
481418. Agencies include: Arcam, Audiolab,
Bang & Olufsen, Celestion, Cyrus, Denon,
Harman, IMF, KEF, Marantz, Mission, Musical
Fidelity, Meridian, NAD, Pioneer, Quad, Rotel,
Shearne, Tannoy, Yamaha. 3 listening rooms. 3
years guarantee. Free delivery and simple
installation North Yorks/South Durham. Home
cinema specialist.

Gants Hill, 442-444 Cranbrook Rd,
Gants Hill, lIford, Essex 1G2 6LL. Tel: (0181)
518 0915, Fax (0181) 554 8463. Great hi-fi
from Arcam, Audiolab, Cyrus, Denon, KEF,
Marantz, Meridian, Mission, Micromega,
Nakamichi, Yamaha & many more. Mon-Fri 10-
6, Sat 9.30-5.30. Trained staff. 3 year guaran-
tee on hi-fi. Free delivery & installation. 30 day
free upgrade scheme. Home demonstrations.
Part exchange. Interest Free Credit on selected
items. Listening room. Home Cinema special-
ists. Free membership of Club Audio T. BADA
bonded.
2 Ingrave Rd,
Brentwood, Essex, CM15 8AT. (0277) 221210.
Audio Innovations, Denon, DNM, EAR, Marantz,
Micromega, Mission, Pink Triangle, Quad,
Tannoy plus many more. Single speaker dem
rooms, home trials, evening appts (high end),
home installations. Mon-Sat 9.30-5.30 .
Access. Visa. Service Facilities. Advice second
to none.
LYON AUDIO, 16 Peartree Business Cntre,
Peartree Road, Stanway, Colchester, Essex
CO03 5JN.(0206) 560259. Mission, Arcam,
Denon, Rotel, KEF, Rogers, NAD, Tannoy,
Yamaha, Dual, Michel, Castle. Dem facilities.

Mon-Sat 9-6. Installations. Access, Visa,
Instant credit. Service dept.
6 Vineyard St, Colchester, Essex.
Tel (0206) 577519. Roksan, Naim, Rega,
Micromega, Arcam, Creek, Onix, Rotel, Denon,
Ruark, Royd, Epos, Sound Organisation, Sound
Factory, Chord Company, Audio Tec, Audio
Technica, Mana Acoustics, Shahinian,
Dynavector, Neat. Open 10-6 Mon-Sat.
, 44a High Street, Rayleigh,
Essex. (0268) 779762/747571. 216 Moulsham
St, On-the-Parkway, Chelmsford. (0245)
265245. 132-134 London Road, Southend-on-
Sea. (0702) 435255. A&R, Audiolab, Cyrus,
Denon, Epos, Linn, Marantz,Meridian, Mission,
Naim, Quad, Rega, Roksan, Royd. 0% finance.
Excellent audio visual range, home cinema
Dolby Pro-Logic, multi-room specialist. EX

58 Bristol Road,
Gloucester. (0452) 300046. Great Hi Fi care-
fully selected and demonstrated by friendly
and enthusiastic staff. Closed Mon.
40-42 Albion Street, Cheltenham,
Gloucestershire GL52 2RQ. Tel: (01242)
583960 Fx (01242) 226435. Great hi-fi from
Arcam, Audiolab, Aura, Denon, Epos, Linn,
Marantz, Meridian, Mission, Quad, Rotel,
Technics, Yamaha & manymore. Mon-Fri 10-6,
Sat 9.30-5.30. Trained staff. 3 year guarantee
on hi-fi. Free delivery & installation. 30 day
free upgrade scheme. Home demonstrations.
Part exchange. Interest Free Credit on selected
items. Listening room. Home Cinema special-
ists. Free membership of Club Audio T. BADA
bonded. .
HUTCHINSONS, 295-297 High Str,
Cheltenham, Glos. GL50 3HL. (0242) 573012.
Pioneer reference point, Technics, Dual, NAD,
Wharfedale, Celestion, Marantz, Aiwa,
Kenwood, Sennheiser. No appts necessary,
free install, service dept. Instant credit up to
£1000. Open Mon-Sat 9.15-5.30.

AUDIO SOUTH for further details see Surrey
entry.

, 4 Feathers Lane, Basingstoke,
Hampshire RG21 1AS. Tel (01256) 24311, Fx
(01256) 24430. Great hi-fi from Arcam, Denon,
Linn, Meridian, Mission, Naim, Rotel, Technics,
Yamaha & many more. Mon-Sat 9.30-5.30.
Trained staff. 3 year guarantee on hi-fi. Free
delivery & install. 30 day free upgrade scheme.
Home demonstrations. Part exchange. Interest
Free Credit on selected items. Listening room.
Home Cinema specialists. Free membership of
Club Audio T. BADA bonded.

, 2-12 Hursley Rd,
Chandlers Ford, Hants S053 2FU. (0703)
252827/265232. 3 hi-fi and 2 home
cinema/Dolby surround sound demo studios.
Thurs late eve, closed Mon (except in Dec). 2-
year guarantee, service dept on site, large free
car park, junctions 4 (M27/M3), 5(M27),
12(M3), 13(M3) all within 3 miles. Est 1969.
29 London Road, Portsmouth.
P02 0BH. Tel (0705) 663604. Hi-fi, home cine-
ma and multi-room specialist. Range includes
Arcam, Beyer, Celestion, Denon, Dynaudio,
KEF, Lexicon, Linn, Meridian, Mitsubishi, Naim,
Panasonic, Polk, Quad, Rega, REL, Rotel, Royd,
Ruark, Sennheiser, Sony,Top Tape, Yamaha. 2
dem rooms. Open Tues-Sat, late night Wed.
Free parking, bus route, credit facilities.

Winner Sony/Hi-Fi News Best Southern Dealer.

E

37 Whitecross Road, Hereford
HR4 0ODG. (0432) 355081. Arcam, Audion,
Audio Technica, Chord, Cyrus Centre, Denon,
Exposure, Heybrook, JPW, KAR, KEF Reference,
Marantz, Michi, Micromega, Mission, Musical
Fidelity, Moth, NAD, Nakamichi, Orelle, Pink
Triangle, Rogers, Rotel, Ruark, SME, Stax,
Systemdek, Tannoy, TDL, Yamaha and others.
Single Speaker Dem room. Home trial. Free
install. Service dept. Access, Visa, Credit
arranged. Open Mon-Sat 10am-6pm.

THE ULTIMATE IN
SOUND ADVICE

, 101 St Albans Rd,
Watford, Herts. (0923) 245250. Fax (0923)
230798 Adcom, AMC, Apogee, Audiolab, Audio
Research, B&W, Bose, Celestion, Chord,
Classe, Denon, KEF, Magneplanar, Marantz,
Martin Logan, Michell, Micromega, Orelle, PS
Audio, Professional Moitor, Roksan, SME,
Sonus Faber, Sonic Link, TDL, Tannoy, Theta,
Thorens, Wilson. 4 demonstration rooms.
Purpose built AV studio. Credit available, 100
yards from Watford Junction station. Open
Tues-Sat 10-6:00.
27 Hockerill St, Bishops Stortford,
Herts CM23 2DW. (0279) 506576. 9.30-5.30
open 6 days,9.30-8pm Thursdays. Linn, Naim,
Quad, Cyrus, Arcam, Roksan, Denon, Epos,
KEF, Marantz, ProAc, Rega, Yamaha. 0% credit.
HALEY AUDIO Ltd, 328 Ware Road, Hailey,
Hertford SG13 7PG. Tel (0992) 442425, fax
(0992) 448387. Enjoy choosing your system in
one of our three listening rooms. Relax with
coffee or something from the bar.
Demonstrations include Lexicon CP3 with THX
surround sound with the guaranteed deepest,
tightest bass available. Choose your hi-fi (top
valves and MOSFETS), LD, CDi etc in a realistic
domestic environment. Brands include; REL,
AC Magnum, CR Devs, Rotel, Celestion,
Micromega, Lumley Reference, Acoustic
Energy, Royd, JPW, Sonic Link, Harmon, etc.
We deliver anywhere in the UK for home audi-
tion, or mail order, Access, Visa etc.
STUDIO 82 (Harpenden) Ltd, 82 High Street,
Harpenden, Herts AL5 2SP. (0582) 764246, Fax
(0582) 467022. Arcam, ATC, Audiolab, Aura,
AVI, Bang & Olufsen, Blaupunkt, Bose, B&W,
Castle, Chord Co, Denon, Epos, Harbeth,
Marantz, Mission, NAD, Naim Audio,
Nakamichi, Panasonic, QED, Quad, Roberts
Radio. Quiet single speaker dem room. Appts
nec. Home trial, free install. Service Dept. Visa,
Access & finance terms. Open 9-5.30pm
(Mon-Sat).

ZEN AUDIO FIDELITY George St, Hull. Tel
0482 587397 - Evening (0964) 670849.
Audiolab, Audio Innovations, Aura, B&W,
Cabletalk, DPA, Heybrook, JPW, KAR,
Micromega, Michell, Harmon Kardon, Impulse,
Ruark, Totel, Sugden, Comfortable Listening
Room, Home Trial facilities, free installations -
personal, friendly service.

40 High Street,

Ashford. Seeking music lovers, male or female
any age, to share common interest in, musical
Pro-aktiv Hi-Fi Systems, Multi Room or Home
Cinema. Attractive unusual equipment in
unusual setting, your place or ours, we guar-
antee lasting pleasure.Open Mon-Sat,
Appointment Service or just pop in. Tel: 0233
624441.
JOHN MARLEY HI-FI CENTRES, 2 Station
Rd, West Canterbury. (0227) 769329. Also at
Dover - (0304) 207562. Arcam, Aura, B&W,
Heybrook, JPW, NAD, Pro-Ac, Pioneer, Rotel,
Ruark, Tannoy, TDL, Technics. Dem and home
trail facilities. Mon-Sat 9-5.30 closed Thurs.
Free install. Credit to £1,000. Access,Visa,
Credit charge. Service dept.
KIMBERLEY HI-FI, 193 Broadway,
Bexleyheath, Kent. (081) 304 3272. Pioneer,
Technics, Kenwood, Denon, NAD, Aiwa,
Tannoy, Mission, Wharfedale, B&W. Separate
dem room, no appt nec. Free installation.
Service Dept. Instant credit facilities. 9.30-
5.30. No early closing.
V 29 Guildhall St, Folkestone. (0303)
256860. Mission, Kenwood, Tannoy, Marantz,
Sony, Rogers, Denon, Musical Fidelity, Quad,
Yamaha. Dem and home trial facilities, free
local install. No appts necessary, service dept.
Amex, Diners, Visa, Access, Int free credit,
Instant credit. Mon-Sat 9-6.

, 119 High Street Margate. (0843)
226977 . For full details see our above entry.
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HELEN KOCZUR, 161 Yorkshire Street,
Rochdale, Lancashire. (0706) 42107. Harman
Kardon, Quad, Revox, Aura, Teac, JBL, Tannoy
- including Definition Range - B&W, KEF,
Castle, Canon, Bose, Nakamichi, Grundig large
screen TVs. Two demo rooms, service dept,
home installations and free delivery. Mon-Sat
9-5.30 Closed Tuesdays. Visa, Access, Credit
facilities.

131 Friargate, Preston, Lancs
PR1 2EE. Tel (0772) 253057. Fx (0772)
562731. Marantz, Pioneer, Yamaha,
Audiolab,arcam, Mission, Cyrus, B&W, KEF.
Send for catalogue. Home cinema demo room.
No appointment nec, home trial facilities, free
installation. Instant credit subject to status.
Open 9.30-5.30, late night Wed till 8pm. E2B

also at 216 Church Street,
Blackpool, Tel (0253) 295661, Fx (0253)
295722.

, 6 Silver Walk, St Martins

Square, Leicester LE1 5EW. Tel: (0533)
539753. Fax (0533) 626097. Acoustic Energy,
Arcam, Marantz, Micromega, Mission/Cyrus,
Musical Fidelity, Nakamichi. Exposure, Rogers,
Roksan, “and oodles more”. 2 Dem rooms,
home trial arranged, free install, service dept,
Credit facilitiexs, Access, Visa, Diners, Amex, 6
days 9.30-5.30.

6 Hotel Street, Leicester. (0533)
623754 (Fax) 0533 623758. Linn, Arcam,
Royd, Heybrook, Creek, Neat, Mission, Cyrus,
Audiolab, Quad, Denon, etc. 2 Dem Rooms.
SOUND ADVICE, The Factory, Duke St,
Loughborough LE11 1ED. (0509) 218254.
Shahinian, Rega, Naim, Linn, Royd, Yamaha,
Rotel, Arcam, Nakamichi, JPW. 3 demonstra-
tion areas, no appts necessary, free installa-
tion, service department. Lombard credit
charge, Access, Visa. Mon-Fri 9.30-6.00, Sat
9.30-5.30.
STEREO SHACK, 1-3 Guildhall Lane,
Leicester. Tel 0533 530330 .Aiwa, A.R., Denon,
Kenwood, Jamo, Mission, NAD, Phillips,
Pioneer, Rotel, AV Speciality. Free Install Open
9.30 - 5.30 6 days. Credit available.

BOSTON HI-FI CENTRE, 65a Wide Bargate,
John Adams Way, Boston, Lincs PE21 6SG.
(0205) 365477. Denon, Quad, Nakamichi,
Arcam, Onyoko, Marantz, NAD, Castle, Tannoy,
Rogers, etc. Separate demo studio. Home trial.
Free installation. Access, Visa. Tues-Sat 9-

5pm.

STAMFORD HI-FI CENTRE, 9 Red Lion
Square, Stamford, Lincs PE9 2AJ. (0780)
62128. Pioneer, Technics, Marantz, Cyrus-
Mission, Rotel, NAD, Yamaha, Kenwood, Quad,
plus all major speaker manufacturers. Expert
advice, comparator demonstrations, on two
floors, part exchange Hi-Fi purchased for cash.
No appointments necessary, home trial facili-
ties, free installation, service department.
Mastercard, Visa & credit charge, finance
available. Mon-Sat 9-5.30pm, closed
Thursdays.

SUPERFI, 271A High Str, Lincoln LN2 1JG.
(0522) 520265. See main entry under
Nottinghamshire for full details.

190 West End Lane, West
Hampstead, London NW6 1SQ. (0171) 794-
7848, Fx (0171) 431-3570. Great hi-fi from
Arcam, Audiolab, Aura, B&W, Denon, Epos,
Linn, Marantz, Meridian, Mission, Rotel,
Micromega, Nakamichi, Yamaha & many more.
Mon-Sat 10-6. Trained staff. 3 year guarantee
on hi-fi. Free delivery & installation. 30 day
free upgrade scheme. Home demonstrations.
Part exchange. Interest Free Credit on selected
items. 2 listening rooms. Home Cinema spe-
cialists. Free membership of Club Audio T.
BADA bonded.

248 Lee High
Road, Lewisham, London SE13 5PL. 0181-318
5755/0181-852 1321. Arcam, Denon, Marantz,



Denon, Epos, Royd, Marantz, Mission, Monitor
Audio, Nakamichi, Naim, Quad, Rotel, Rega,
Tannoy, Teac. Open 10-5pm. Dem room.
Closed Thur.

SHROPSHIRE

AVON HI-FI, 12 Barker Street,Shrewsbury,
Shropshire SY1 1QJ. (0743) 355166. NAD,
Quad, B&W, Kenwood, Aiwa, Bose, Nakamichi,
Onkyo. Dem room. Home trial. Free install.
Service dept. Access, Visa. £1000 instant
credit. Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri, Sat 9-5.30.
CREATIVE AUDIO, 9 Dogpole, Shrewsbury.
(0743) 241924. Arcam, Audiolab, Celestion,
Cyrus, Denon, Epos, Kef, Meridian, Mission,
Naim, Quad, Rega, Roksan, Rotel, Ruark,
Tripod. Dem room. Home trial and free installa-
tion. One of the best ranges of quality hi-fi out-
side London. Credit to £1000, instant low-cost
finance to £15,000, Amex, Access, Visa,
Switch. Specialist service dept. Tues-Sat 9.30-
5.30

SOMERSET

MIKE MANNING AUDIO, 110 Middle Street,
Yeovil, Somerset BA20 1NE. (0935) 79361, Fax
(0935) 32923, Mobile(0850) 325965. Naim,
Roksan, Pink Triangle, A+R (Arcam), ATC, AV,
NAD, Pioneer, Rotel, Denon, etc. Dedicated lis-
tening lounge, for relaxed and unpressured
demonstrations. Appts not usually nec. but
best to phone first. Home trial facilities on
request, free installation, service department.
Instant credit, Access & Visa, etc.9-5.30 closed
Mondays.

STAFFORDSHIRE

153 Branston Rd, Burton-
on-Trent, Staffordshire DE14 3DQ. (01283)
33655. Albarry, Audio Innovations, Arcam,
Castle, Denon, JPW, Marantz, Moth, Pink
Triangle, Rotel, Rogers, Systemdek, SME,
Tannoy, TDL, Yamaha. Home cinema and hi-fi
demo rooms, appts nec on Sat, Free Install.
Service dept Access, Visa, interest free credit
available, subject to status. 9.00-
5.30pm.Closed for lunch 12.00-12.30.

AUDIBLE DIFFERENCE, Near Diss, Norfolk —
see main entry under Norfolk.
AUDIO IMAGES, 7All Saints Rd, Pakefield,
South Lowestoft, Suffolk NR33 6JL. Tel/Fax:
0502 582853. Quad, Triangle, Arcam, Castle,
Rotel, Moth, JPW, Finlux, Audio Innovations,
plus the amazing Rothwell range. Separate
demo room, no appts nec.10-6.30 Tue-Thur,
7pm Fri, 6pm Sat.

The Old School, School Rd,
Bracon Ash, Norwich. (0508) 570829. For full
details see entry under Norfolk.
BURY AUDIO, 47 Churchgate St, Bury St
Edmonds, Suffolk, IP33 1RG. Tel (0284)
724337. Arcam, Castle, Heybrook, LFD,
Marantz, Meridian, Monitor Audio, Michell,
Musical Fidelity, Orelle, Pink Triangle, Proac,
Quad, Rotel, Ruark, Target, van den Hul, etc.
Single Speaker Room. No appointments neces-
sary. Home trial fac. Free Installation. Access,
Visa, Switch. 9.30-6pm Mon-Sat. Closed Wed

41 Bramford Rd, Ipswich.
(0473) 217217 Established nearly 20 years.
Easy parking, dem room. Mon-Sat 9.30-6.
Quad, Arcam, Marantz, Meridian, Denon,
Nakamichi, Audiolab, Technics, NAD, TDL,
Celestion, Mission and B&W.
FENWAY 71 The Rookery Centre, Newmarket
Tel (0638) 663166. Contact Mark Pearson For
Bose, Pioneer, QED, Rotel, Sony, Tannoy,
Technics, equipment and accessories.
Demonstration facility. In house service depart-
ment. Ring or come in and see a family run
firm. Please see entry under Cambrigeshire.
‘Free installation by experts’.

SURREY
AUDIO SOUTH, 24 (The Woolmead) East Str,
Farnham, Surrey GU9 7TT. (0252) 714555.
Audio Note, Deltec, JPW, Marantz, Rotel, Teac,
etc. AV specialist. Dem room and evening
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appointments available. Home trial facilities.
Free installation. Access, Visa. 10.30-6 Mon-
Sat.
9 High Str, Hampton Wick, Kingston
Upon Thames, Surrey. Tel: (081) 943 3530.
Arcam, Creek, Epos, Heybrook, Micromega,
Naim Audio, Roksan, Rega Research,
Shaninian, TEAC. Single speaker listening
room. Appts pref, free installation, service dept.
Major credit cards. Closed Mon, Tue-Fri 10.30-
7, Sat 10-6.
3 Bridge St, Guildford,
Surrey GU1 4RY. (0483) 504801/304756. 9-6
Mon-Sat. Linn, Meridian, Arcam, Quad, Revox,
Rotel, NAD, Nakamichi, Marantz, Yamaha,
Deltec, Rega, Audiolab,Mission/Cyrus.

422 Richmond Road, East
Twickenham. TW1 2EB. Tel: (081) 892 7613.
Fax: (081) 892 7749. See main entry under
Middlesex.
ROGERS HI-FI, 13 Bridge Street, Guildford,
Surrey. (0483) 61049. Aiwa, Creek, Denon,
JPW, Marantz, Micromega, Rogers, TEAC,
Pioneer, Systemdek, Tannoy. Demonstration
facilities available, no appointment necessary.
Free installation. Service department.
Access/Visa. Instant credit up to £1,000 subject
to status. Monday-Saturday 9.30-6pm, later by
appointment.

352-4 Lower Addiscombe
Rd, Croydon, Surrey CRO 7AF. 081-654
1231/2040. Linn Naim, Quad, Meridian,
Audiolab, Mission, Marantz, Denon, Ruark,
Tannoy, Arcam. 3 dem rooms including AV
room. Service dept, free install, home trial
facilities, appointments advisable. Access, Visa,
Amex, Interest free credit, instant credit. Mon-
Sat9-5.45. Tues-8. Closed Wed. Service dept.
SURBITON PARK RADIO, 48 Surbiton Rd,
Kingston-Upon-Thames, Surrey. (081) 546
5549. Quad, Castle, Dual, Denon, Kenwood,
Mordaunt-Short, Rotel, Pioneer, QED, B&W,
Tannoy. Demo facilities. Access, Visa. 9.30-
5.00 Mon-Sat. Service dept.
ZEBRA 18-24 Brighton Road, South Croydon
CR2 6AA. 081 688 2093. See main entry under
London.
SURREY HI-FI, 45 High St Godstone, Surrey
RH9 8LS. (Just off M25). (0883) 744755.
Musical Fidelity, Quad, JPW, Audiolab, Bose,
Tube Technology, Sennheiser, van den Hul
cables. For full product listing and directions to
Surrey hi-fi please see our advert in the Dealer
Guide.

69 London Road, Brighton BN1
4JE. (0273) 609431, Hi-fi, home cinema and
multi-room specialist. Range includes Arcam,
Beyer, Celestion, Denon, KEF, Kinshaw,
Lexicon, Linn, Meridian, Mitsubishi, Naim,
Panasonic, Polk, Rega, REL, Rotel, Royd, Ruark,
Sennheiser, Shahinian, Sony, Top Tape. 2 dem
rooms. Open Tues-Sat, late night Wed. Free
parking, bus route, credit facilities. Winner
Sony/Hi-Fi News Best Southern Dealer.

4 Albert Parade, Green Street.
Eastbourne BN21 1SD. (0323) 31336, Fax
(0323) 416005. Hi-fi, home cinema and multi-
room specialist. Range includes Arcam, Beyer,
Celestion, Denon, Dynaudio, KEF, Lexicon, Linn,
Meridian, Mitsubishi, Naim, Panasonic, Polk,
REL, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, Sennheiser, Sony, Top
Tape, Yamaha. Two demonstration rooms. Open
Tues-Sat, late night Wed. Free parking, bus
route, credit facilities. Winner Sony/Hi-Fi News
Best Southern Dealer.

66 Upper North Street,
Brighton BN1 3FL. (0273) 775978. Cyrus,
Roksan, Micromega, Epos, Rega, Arcam,
Audiolab, ATC, Theil, Rotel, Audionote etc.
Single speaker demonstration room, home trial
available, no appts required, service dept, free
installation.Access, Amex, Visa, Interest free
credit, instant credit. Tue-Sat 10-6pm.

SUSSEX (WEST)

26 High Street, East

Grinstead, West Sussex RH19 3AS. (0342)
314569. Arcam, Audiolab, Cyrus, Epos, Linn,
Mission,

Marantz, Naim, Rotel, Sony.

Comfortable listening room. Installation and
service dept. Access, Visa and credit facilities.
9:30-6:00 Mon-Sat, late Tue.
BOWERS & WILKINS LTD, (Est. 1945) 1
Becket Buildings, Littiehampton Rd, Worthing.
(0903) 2 64141. 1 minute from A24 & A27.
Free local parking. Aura, B&W (inc. Matrix),
Castle, Denon, Mission, Nakamichi, Quad,
Teac, Technics, Thorens, and many more in 4
Dem Rooms. Systems, Hi-Fi and Home
Cinema. Service Dept., Installations. Open 6
days a week. Access, Visa, instant credit to
£1000 subject to status.

7 St. Pancras, Chichester,
W. Sussex PO19 1SJ. Tel: (0243) 776402. Linn,
Naim,Rega, Creek, Nakamichi, A&R, Denon,
Roksan etc. Tues-Sat, 10-1, 2-5.15 (closed

Mon).
TYNE & WEAR

RED RADIO SHOP AND HI-FI CENTRE, 11
Olive Street (Off Park Lane), Sunderland, Tyne
& Wear SR1 3PE. 091-567 2087. Castle,
Denon, JVC, Kenwood, Mordaunt-Short,
Michell, Pioneer, Teac, Tannoy, TDL. TV, video,
stylii, cartridges, components, accessories,
portables etc. Audio/visual dem room with cin-
ema sound. On site repair service, interest free
credit. 9am-5.30pm daily.

WARWICKSHIRE
163 Spon Street,
Coventry, Warwickshire, CV1 3BD. Tel 0203
525200. Arcam, Mission, Cyrus, Musical
Fidelity, Marantz, Rotel, NAD, Tannoy, Yamaha,
KEF. Open 9:30-5:30 closed Thursday.
12 Regent Str, Rugby.
(0788) 540772. Arcam, Audiolab, Quad,
Meridian, Marantz, Mission, Celestion, KEF,
Rotel, Ruark, Rotel, Heybrook. IMPROVE YOUR
IMAGE, BE SEEN WITH US. appts required, no
service dept, free install, home trial facilities.
Access, Amex, Visa, Diners, Instant credit.
Open 9-5.30pm Mon-Sat.

WILTSHIRE

THE AUDIO EXCHANGE, 52 Morse Str,
Swindon, Wiltshire SN1 5QP. (0793) 539008.
Acoustic Energy, Audio Innovations, Cerwin
Vega, CR Developments, Heybrook, Impulse,
Micromega, Michell, REL, Sequence, Sugden.
AV and single speaker demo room. Home trial
facilities, free installation, service dept. 10-6
Mon-Sat.

60 Fleet St, Swindon, SN1 1RA.
(01793) 538222, Fax (01793) 487260. Great
hi-fi from Arcam, Denon, Linn, Marantz,
Meridian, Mission, Naim, Rotel, Technics,
Yamaha & many more. Mon-Sat 9.30-5.30.
Trained staff. 3 year guarantee on hi-fi. Free
delivery & installation. 30 day free upgrade
scheme. Home demonstrations. Part exchange.
Interest Free Credit on selected items. 2 listen-
ing rooms. Home Cinema specialists. Free
membership of Club Audio T. BADA bonded.

WORCESTERSHIRE

COLORAMA HI-FI, 27 Kingfisher Walk,
Kingfisher Centre, Redditch, Worcs B97 4EY.
(0527) 597260. Aura, Nad, Onkyo, Kenwood,
Denon, TDL, Polk Audio, B&W, Tannoy, Full
Pro-Logic products. In-store integrated dem
facilities. No appts required, service dept.
Access, Visa.Open 9-5.30, closed Thur.
SPAINS HI-FI, 2&2a New Road, Bromsgrove,
Worcestershire. Tel: (0527) 872460. B&W,
Denon, Kef, Kenwood, Marantz, Mission, Nad,
Pioneer, Rotel, Sony, Tannoy and more.
Comfortable listening lounge for hi-fi and AV
equipment. Free installation. Access & Visa,
interest free credit.
WEST MIDLANDS AUDIO, 158 Ombersley
Road, Worcester WR3 7HA. (0905) 58046.
Audiolab, Arcam, Naim Audio, Rega, Kef,
Roksan, Epos, Quad, Nakamichi, Absolute
Sounds and lots more. 4 demo rooms for bud-
get & high-end audio. Dedicated DSP room.
Appointments required. Free install, service
dept. Access, Visa, Amex, Diners, Switch.
Chartered Trust. Mon-Sat 9.00-5.30 late
evenings by appt.
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YORKSHIRE (NORTH)
HARROGATE HI-FI, 15 Commercial Str,
Harrogate, N Yorks. (0423) 504274. Alchemist,
Albarry, Ruark, Cabasse, Tannoy, Lumley
Reference, Orelle, Celestion, NAD, Onkyo,
Rotel, Yamaha. Single speaker dems, home
cinema dems. Appts required, service dept,
free install, home trial. Access, Amex, Visa, Int
free credit, instant credit. Open 10-6pm closed
Mon.

14 Northway,
Scarborough, N. Yorks YO11 1JL. (0723)
374547. Alchemist, Lumley Reference, Nad,
Rotel, Onkyo, Mission, Celestion, Orelle,
Marantz, Tannoy, Ruark. Dem room, home
dems. Appts required, service depart, free
install, home trial. Access Visa Int free Credit,

Amex, Diners. Open 10-6 Mon to Sat.
2b Gillygate,

York YO3 7EQ. Tel: (0904) 627108. Closed
Mondays. Linn, Naim, Rega, Creek, Meridian,
Arcam, Denon, Royd, Rotel and other well cho-
sen makes.“You can’t go wrong — we
wouldn't let you”.
VICKERS HI-FI, 24 Gillygate, York. (0904)
629659. Audiolab, Harman-Kardon, Marantz,
Musical Fidelity, Pink Triangle, Quad,
Systemdek, Tannoy, Technics, & lots more. 3
demonstration studios (2 by appointment)
superb showrooms, 2 year guarantee on all hi-
fi products. Appts as above, home trial facili-
ties, free installation, service department.
Qualified and experienced staff, over 25 years
experience.12 months interest free credit.
10.30-5.30 Mon-Sat.

YORKSHIRE (SOUTH)
HI-FI STUDIOS, Sunnyfields, Doncaster, DN5
85A. (0302) 781387. Stemfoort, Ruark,
Absolute SOunds, Impulse, Proac, Martin-
Logan, Sugden, Conrad-Johnson, SME, Michell
Gyrodek, Teac CD and tape, REL, Pro-ject, CR
Developments, Art Audio valves, Keswick
Audio Research, Yamaha DSP Home Cinema,
Harbeth, Systemdek, Audio Innovations,
Ortofon, Goldring. Home cinema Pro-Logic
demonstrations, listening room, dems, home
trial, free delivery and install, 2 year guarantee.
Access, Visa. 10-8pm Mon-Fri, 10-6 Sat.
Phone for further info. & FREE fact pack.

YORKSHIRE (WEST)
AUDIOVISION (BRIGHOUSE) LTD, 5 Bethel
Street, Brighouse, W Yorks HD6 1JR. (1 mile
from junction 25, M62) (0484) 713996.
Yorkshire's experts for the entire range of
Technics hi-fi separates and systems,
Panasonic Nicam TV, satellite, audio, VCRs and
camcorders, Philips widescreen TV, CDi and
Laserdisc players and Yamaha cinema DSP
separates. Also, Castle Acoustics, Mordaunt-
Short, Bose, TDL, Cerwin Vega and Aiwa hi-fi
separates. Hi-fi, home cinema and Dolby
ProLogic surround sound systems on continu-
ous demonstration. Free specialist advice and
expert installation. In store service dept,
Access, Visa, Credit charge. Mon-Sat 9-5.30.
ASTON AUDIO, 19 Crossgate, Otley, Leeds,
LS21 1AA. (0943) 467689. Naim, Mission
Cyrus, Arcam, Audiolab, Meridian, TDL,
Micromega, Quad, B&W, Nakamichi, Denon.
Home Cinema, dem rooms, int free credit,
Visa, Access. Open Tues-Sat 9-6pm .
HUDDERSFIELD HI-FI CENTRE, 4 Cross Church
St, Huddersfield. (0484) 544668. B&W, Cyrus,
Kenwood, Denon, Rotel, Arcam, Musical
Fidelity, Quad, Audio Lab, Marantz, Mission,
etc. Dem facilties — appointment reqd. Mon-
Sat 9-5.30, Thurs 9-8. Closed Wed. Free
installation, credit facilities. Access, Visa.
IMAGE HI-FI,-17 The Springs, Wakefield, WF1
1QE. (0924) 200272. Arcam, Linn, Meridian,
Mission, Quad, Rotel, Etc. 2 Listening Rooms .
Free Parking, Dell & Instal Mon-Sat 9:30 5:30
pm

8-10 St Annes Road, Headingley,
Meridian, Mission, Quad, Rotel, Etc. 3 Listening

Rooms. Free Dem & Instal. Open
Mon-Sat 9:30 - 6:00pm
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NORTHERN IRELAND

BELFAST

LYRIC HI-FI, 161/163 Stranmillis Road,
Belfast. (0232) 381296, Fax (0232) 661115.
Linn, Naim, Rega, Arcam, Castle, Denon, Rotel,
Royd, Epos, Shahinian, Sehring etc. Free deliv-
ery and installation, service dept, 3 single
speaker demo rooms, interest free credit avail-
able. Open Mon-Sat 10-6, Late night Thurs,
closed all day Wednesday.

2-4 Grt Victoria Str, Belfast BT2
7BA. (0232) 332522. Audio Innovations, Pink
Triangle, Roksan, Marantz, Tannoy, Rotel,
Micromega, Meridian, Mission Cyrus etc. Open
Mon-Sat 10.00-5.30. Late night Thursday.

COUNTY DOWN
ASTON AUDIO, Unit 8, Kings Road Shopping
Centre, Kings Road. Belfast. Tel: 0232
402220. Akai, Aiwa, Technics, JVC, Mitsubishi,
Samsung, Toshiba, Panasonic, and many
more. Demos available, Open Mon-Fir 10-8pm
Sat 10-5pm

ABERDEEN
HI-FI EXCELLENCE, 293 Union Grove,
Aberdeen, AB1 6TD. Tel (0224) 322520. Aiwa,
Audio Innovations, Denon, Impulse, Infinity,
Musical Fidelity, Rotel, Roksan, TDL. 2 large
single speaker dem rooms. Appts necessary
after 6.00pm. Home trial facilities, Free
Installation, Service Department. Various
offers. 3 Yr guarantee. Open 10-6.00pm 6
days.

441 Holburn St, Aberdeen AB1
6DU. Tel: (0224) 585713/572729, Fax: (0224)
584194. Arcam, Audiolab, Castle, Cyrus,
Denon, Heybrook, KEF, Marantz, Meridian,
Mission, NAD, Pioneer, Quad, Rega, Rotel,
Royd, Tannoy, TDL, Technics, Yamaha etc.
Separate demo room, installation service, AV
systems stocked, easy parking, established 21
years, Mon-Sat 9.30-5.30pm, late night Thurs
till 8pm. Access, Amex, Visa, Switch accepted.
Full service facilities available.

AYRSHIRE

THE SOUND FOUNDATION, 22 Nelson St,
Kilmarnock, Ayrshire, KA1 1BA. Tel: (0563)
74185, fax (0563) 74186. Stockists of Proac,
Castle, Audio Innovations, Harman Kardon,
Sugden, Pink Triangle, Rotel etc. Open Monday
to Saturday 9.30 - 5.30, late night Thursday til
7pm. Home dems and delivery installation ser-
vice available. Credit facilities also available.
Contact Kevin for more information and direc-
tions.

EDINBURGH

Galloway House, 8-10 Bakers Place,
Corner of St Stephen St, Stockbridge,
Edinburgh EH3 6SY. 031-225 8854. Arcam,
Castle, Cyrus, Marantz, Meridian, Mission,
Quad, Rogers,Sony, Yamaha, and other good
brands. Full home cinema demonstration
lounge. 2 hi-fi demo lounges. No appts
required, service dept, free install, home trial
facilities. Access, Amex, Visa, instant credit.
Open Mon-Sat 9.30-6pm.
MUSIC MILL, 72 Newhaven Rd, Edinburgh
EH6 5QG. Tel 031-555 3963. The only stockist
of the full range of Micromega in Scotland.
Plus: DPA, Stand unique, Alchemist, Royd,
Proac, Audio Innovations, Lumley Reference.
Tube Technology, DNM, B&W, Systemdek,
Nottingham Analogue, Nakamichi, Rehdeko,
Dali, Crimson, Harmon Kardon, Goldring, Plus
DNM Cables, Tiny Tubes + Designer Hi-Fi fur-
niture. Mon-Sat 10-6 by appt. Closed
Wednesdays. All major credit cards accepted.
Contact Fraser or Mark. Phone for Directions,
more information & product evenings. Car
parking available.

GLASGOW

STEREO STEREO, 278 St. Vincent Street,
Glasgow G2 5RL. Tel: 041-248 4079, Fax:
(0555) 820358. All of our products are stocked
on the basis of how well they perform and not
on what the reviewers say this month. From
individual components to complete systems.
Multiroom and AV. If you are confused or would
just like good advice. Listen to the equipment
before deciding. Give Alan or lan a call. 3
demonstration rooms. Free installation with
deliveries throughout Scotland. Insterest free
credit. Mon-Sat 10-6, closed Tues.

HIGHLANDS

THE MUSIC STATION, 49 Church Str,
Inverness IV 1DR. Tel: (0463) 225 523. Beyer
Dynamic, Celestion, Denon, Jamo, Kef,
Kenwood, Marantz, Mission, Musical Fidelity,
Pioneer, Rotel, Sony. Listening room service
dept, free delivery to local area, part exch, full
range of credit facilities.

STIRLING

STIRLING AUDIO, 19 Barton Str, Stirling,
Scotland FK8 1HF. (0786) 479958. Linn,
Mission, Cyrus, Marantz, Arcam, TDL,
Heybrook, Tannoy, Aiwa, Audio Innovations.
Dem room. No appts necessary, service dept,
free installation, home trial. Access, Visa, Int
free credit, instant credit. Mon-Sat 10-5.30,
closed Wed.

YSIDE

J.D. BROWN, 28-36 Castle St, Dundee DD1
9INZ. (0382) 26591. Rotel, Denon, Pioneer,
Technics, Aiwa, Mission, Castle, Mordaunt-
Short, Monitor Audio, Bose, Infinity. All equip-
ment ready for demonstration. No appt nec,
free installation, service dept. Open 9.30-6pm
six days a week, (close 5pm Sat).

CLWYD

4 Ruabon Rd, Wrexham
(0978) 364500. Audio Visual specialists. Aiwa,
Arcam, AMC, Bose, B&W, Beard, Canon,
Celestion, Castle, Cyrus, Jamo, Marantz,
Michell, Mordaunt-Short, Musical Fidelity, NAD,
Nakamichi, Micromega, Quad, Radford, Rotel,
Rogers, Rega, Ruark, Spendor, Tannoy,
Wharfedale, UKD, Yamaha DSP member.
Demonstration room, installation service. Easy

parking and motorway access. Access, Visa
etc.

SOUTH GLAMORGAN
AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 134 Crwys Road, Cardiff.
(0222) 228565.Great Hi Fi carefully selected
and demonstrated by friendly, enthusiasti staff.
Closed Mon.

WEST GLAMORGAN
AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 9 High St, Swansea.
(0792) 474608. Great HI-Fi carefully selected
and demonstrated by friendly, enthusiasti staff.
Closed Mon.

GWYNEDD

I1&H GRIFFITHS & SONS, 313 High St,
Bangor LL57 1YA. (0248) 370655. Aura,
Yamaha, Tannoy, Teac, Sony, B&W, SVC, Rotel.
Demos available, no appts nec, home trial
facilities, free installation, sevice dept.
Access, Visa, Lombard credit charge. Mon-Sat
9-5.30, Wed 9-1. Audio Visual Specialists.
PETERS HI-FI Victoria Buildings, Mostyn
Avenue, Craig-y-don, Llandudno. (0492)
876788. Single speaker dem room. Open 9-
5.30. Closed Wed. See Cheshire branch for
details.

To advertise in this section

call Jennifer Phillips on
071-917 7643

INDICATES MEMBERSHIP OF
THE BRITISH AUDIO DEALERS
ASSOCIATION

Our Hi - Fi

Arcam ¢ B&W ¢ Sony
Audiolab ¢ Naim ¢ Rogers
Marantz ¢ Rega * Yamaha

Home Cinema Sound

And other great names.

10

55 Main Street, Blackrock. Dublin.
Telephone: 01 - 2888477/2889449.




Key to headphones Impedance - in ohms. Key to loudspeakers Sens - output at given power input
Price - typical retail, to nearest Price - typical retail, to nearest level.
ound Products highlighted in red have been ound. Impedance in ohms Power - maxi-
ype - Opn open back, vented or tested in Hi-Fi Choice. Please refer to pe - 2x, 3x etc - number of i d amplifier output.
velocity type; gives less environmen- The Directory for full test results. dent drive units, Pt - ported, IB Slze mdth x height x depth in cm.
tal isolation, but is usually more nat sealed, Active - dedicated active
ural feeling in extended use. crossover, needs amps for each dri- Products highlighted in red have been
sealed - the headphones form an air ver, ABR - auxiliary bass radiator, Sub tested in Hi-Fi Choice. Please refer to
seal around the ears, helping reduce - subwoofer, Uni-Q - KEF prop. coaxial The Directory for full test results.
sound leakage. IR - Infra red cordless. drive unit, Horn - horn loading, MC -
Ear - in-ear model. moving coil, ESL - electrostatic, CC -
. ) coupled cavny, Hybrid - dynamlc
Weight - without cable. bass/ESL or ribbon top.
» g § ) i g
Model g Model 8 §‘ g 2 E Size Special
HEADPHONES LOUDSPEAKERS
Sennheiser IS450 150 |- 160 - Infra-red cordless - hi-fi Allison MS200 220} - -90 4 5 13,25,14 | Boundary, stand mount
Sennheiser Set 180/UK 150 | Ear 43 - Stereo infra-red cordless Allison AL110 220 - 90 4 150 24,40,23 | Floor standing, free space
Sennheiser 1S550 180 |- 170 2 Infra-red cordless Allison AL115 280} = 90 | 4 150 28,51,26 | Boundary, stand mount
Sennheiser HD 580 Precigion190 260 300 Flagship mode! Allison CD6 300 - 90 4 150 29,29,29 | Cuboid, wall mount
Sennheiser Charleston 225 210 140 3m lead, dual plug, leather tr Allison CD7 380 - 90 | 4 150 24,70,24 | Floor standing, free space
Sennheiser IS850 830 |- 330 - Digital audiophile infra-red Allison AL120 420} = 90 4 200 28,61,29 | Floor standing, free space
HEBO/HEV70 | 998 260 |- Electrostatic with energiser Allison CD8 550 = 9 | 41 200 27,73,27 | Floor standing, free space
Sennheiser Orpheus 9652 365 - Electrostatic, valve energiser Allison AL125 650} - 90 4 200 28,78,29 | Open space, free standing
| Sony MDR-E505 8 | Ear - = Supplied soft case Allison AL130 800} - 90 | 4 200 32,95,34 | Open space, free standing
Sony MDR-E515EX 8 | Ear 5 - 1m lead, mini plug Allison I.C. 10 2500 - 87 | 6] 200 48,102,27| Floor standing, free space
Sony MDR-007 Mk i 810 36 - 2m, 3.5/6.3mm plug Allison I.C. 20 5500 = 87 | 6] 400 53,122,31] Floor standing, free space
Sony MDR-009 10 | . 40 - 2m, 3.5/6.3mm plug AMC WM50 120f = 86 ] 60 19,28,7 | Ceiling mount
Sony MDR-WO7L 11 ﬁ s - 1m mini plug AMC WM75 160 = 86 80 22,30,9 Ceiling mount
Sony MDR-A009 120 - - - AMC WM100 210 = 86 100 26,36,10 | Ceiling mount
Sony MDR-E515V 12 | Ear 5 - 1m leag, mini plug Apogee Grand 0] Ribbor} 86 | - - 71,194,86] Three way ribbon, active sub
Sony MDR-V50 13 | Sid - = = Apogee Centaur Minor 1345 id] 8 | 4] 100 30,88,20 | Ribbon/dynamic
Sony MDR-E525 15 | Ear 5 - 1m lead, mini plug Apogee Ribbon Wall 1750 89 | - - 27,120,7 | Ribbon/dynamic
Sony MDR-24 15 | Opn_ - - 7m, 3.5/6.3mm plug Apogee Centaur 2300f Hybrid] 88 | 4 150 33,102,25] Ribbon/dynamic
Sony MDR-25 16 | OPN =t Apogee Slant 6 2400 88 | - = - Ribbon tweeter, dynamic bass
Sony MDR-W12L 16 | Ear - - 1.2m mini plug | Apogee CDD Subwoofer | 3490 87 - - 63,38,55 | Active moving coil sub
Sony MDR-008TV 17 | Opn - - 5m, 3.5/6.3mm plug Apogee Stage Sub 3645| MC 86 | - - 58,25,42 | Active moving coil sub
Sony MDR-E535 18 | Ear 5 - 1.2m lead, mini plug Apogee Slant 8 3700 i 88 - - Ribbon treble, dynamic mass
Sony MDR-44 18 - - 7m, 3.5/6.3mm plug Apogee Caliper Sig 3998 | Ri 87 = - 58,127 Two way
Sony MDR-009TV 19 - - 5m, 3.5/6.3mm plug Apogee Stage 4100 86 = = 55,82,5 Two way
Sony MDR-35 20 | OPN - - Apogee Centaur Major 4980 88 4 200 40,141,27] Ribbon/dynamic
Sony MDR-CD30 20 _S_l_d - - 2m, 3.5/6.3mm plug | Apogee Studio Grand 14900 87 -1 - 63,160,55] Three way ribbon, active sub
Sony MDR-E747MP 20 | Ear - 1.2m lead, mini plug AR M.5 139} 2 8816} - 18,21,15 | Boundary, bookshelf mount
Sony MDR-CD50 20 | Sid 180 j24 2m, 3.5/6.3mm plug AR Pi One 149 - 9 | 81 60 19,32,17 | Stand mount, boundary siting
Sony MDR-5747 20 | Ear - 1.2m lead, mini plug AR Fun Partner 170 = 90 | 6 75 27,15,20 | Utility model
Sony MDR-P1TV 22 | Sid - - 5m, 3.5/6.3mm plug AR Pi Two 199 = 20 ] 8 100 27,442 | Stand mount, boundary siting
Sony MDR-A22L 22 | Ear - - 1.2m mini plug AR M1 199) - 88 | 8] 100 28,27,20 | Boundary, bookshelf mount
Sony MDR-CD250EX 28 | Sid - - 3m, 3.5/6.3mm lead AR Pi Three 219§ - 89 | 8 100 21,51,22 | Stand mount, boundary siting
Sony MDR-CD450 45 | Sld 260 |24 3m, 3.5/6.3mm plug AR Active Partner 230 Active] - - - 19,27,15 | Utility model
Sony MDR-IF210 50 JIR 170 |- Extra h/phone w/o transmitter AR Rock Partner 240 - 90 | 8 100 24,37,22 | Utility powered (active)
Sony MDR-CD550 60 | Sld 270 45 3m, 3.5/6.3mm plug AR M2 299 - 90 8 125 24,42,36 | Boundary, bookshelf mount
| Sony MDR-D33 70 | Sid 120 45 1.5m, 3.5/6.3mm plug AR Subwoofer 1MS 300) - 90 | 4] 180 | 30,2148 | Compact subwoofer
Sony MDR-IF210K 80 | IR 170 - Seven meter range infra red AR M3 349) - 90 8. 105 24,55,40 | Boundary, bookshelf mount
Sony MDR-D55 90 | Sid 120 }45 1.5m, 3.5/6.3mm plug AR Powered Partner 350 | Active] - - 15 19,27,15 | Stand mount, free space
Sony MDR-CD750 90 | Sid 290 45 3m, 3.5/6.3mm plug AR Pi Four 399) - 88 8 125 25,57,27 | Stand mount, free space
Sony MDR-D77 120 | Sid 140 45 1.5m, 3.5/6.3mm plug AR M4 429 - 88 | 8 150 20,72,40 | Floor standing, free space
Sony MDR-610k 1904_[5 470 - Seven meter range infra-red AR M5 799 = 90 8 175 22,92,27 | Floor standing, free space
Sony MDR-CD1000 200 | Sid 330 145 1.5m, 3.5/6.3mm plug AR M6 899 - 90 | 8 200 22,106,27] Floor standing, free space
Stax SR34 169 170 |- Electrostatic Arcam Delta 2 300 2xPt] 8 | 8] 75 22,38,28 | Stand mount, walnut or black
Stax SR Gamma 239 | Opn 300 |- Electrostatic ATC SCM10 995 2xiB] 80 | 8] 300 | 18,38.26 | Mnimum 100wpc, non-boundary
Stax SR84 | 259 | O 160 - Electrostatic ATC SCM20 1461 2x1B 83 8 300 31,72,34 | Minimum 100wpc, non-boundary
Stax SR Lambda 349 3250 4= Electrostatic ATC SCM20 Tower 1999 2x1IB | 83 | 81 300 24,103,34] Floor standing SCM20
Stax Gamma Pro 399 | 300 |- Electrostatic ATC SCM50 3218 3xPt] 85 | 8 150 31,72,43 | To special order only
Stax Lambda Pro 449 | Opn 32 |- Electrostatic ATC SCM100 3683 3xPt] 88 | 8] - 40,84,53 | To special order only
Stax Lambda Sig 549 N 325 - Electrostatic ATC SCM50A 4497 | Active] - 8 350 31,72,48 | With crossover and amplifiers
Technics RP-HT77 30 | Sid 150 }32 3m lead ATC SCM100A 5006 | Active] - 8] 350 40,84,59 | With crossover and amplifiers
Technics RP-HT86 40 | Sid 150 |35 3m lead ATC SCM200A 10995 Active] 91 | 8] 850 83,73,440] With cross over and amplifiers
Technics RP-HT116 60 | Sid 190 35 3m lead ATC SCM300A 11995| Active] 94 8 850 88,92,47 | With cross over and amplifiers
Technics RP-F10 100 | Sid 300 }32 3m lead Audio Note AN-KB 499] - 9 | 8] 100 28,46,23 | Free space, stand mount
Technics RP-F30 180 | Sid 340 132 3m lead Audio Note AN-K/SP 699 = 90 | 6] 100 | 284623 | Free space, stand mount
Vivanco SR35 Micro 12 | Ear 4 18 For personal stereos Audio Note AN-J/B 799 - 93 8 150 38,58,25 | Free space, stand mount
Vivanco SR65 Mini 13 |0 30 a2 For portable CD players Audio Note AN-J/SP 999 - 93 | 8] 150 38,58,25 | Free space, stand mount
Vivanco SR25 Micro 14 4 18 Includes case Audio Note AN-E/B 1299 ) = 94 | 8 150 36,84,28 | Free space, stand mount
Vivanco SR45 Micro 15 | Ear 4 18 ] Including volume control Audio Note AN-E/SP 1599| = 94 | 8] 150 26,84,28 | Free space, stand mount
Vivanco SR474 32 110 136 Soft ear cushions Audio Vector 2X 850 ] 2x 89 | 81 120 17,90,22 | Black ash
Vivanco SR606 40 225 32 3.5/6.3mm plug Audio Vector 3X 1200 | 3x 89 8 150 19,98,52 | Black ash
Vivanco SR808 55 250 130 3.5/6.3mm plug Audio Vector 5X 2300 4x 91 ] 8] 200 24,110,34] Black ash
Vivanco SR909 70 285 ]600 Remote control lead, all plugs Aura SP-50 400) Pt 87 | 4] 120 21,40,24 | Carbon fibre bass unit
Vivanco IR300 70 235 |: Infra-red cordless B&0 Beovox RL1000 215) 3 8 | 8] 60 32,40,13 | Simplified RL6000
Vivanco SR10001/1FL 110 ) 265 100 In-front localisation B&0 Beovox CX50 285 2xIB 89 6 100 12,21,21
Vivanco SR9001s 120 O ?iBO - Infra-red cordless B&0 Beovox CX100 395) 2xIB 89 6 200 12,32,21
B&0 Beovox RLE00O 435 3x 87 8| 100 41,54,18 | Simplified RL7000
g B&0 Beovox 4500 450 | 2xPt 87 8 90 45,38,8
§ = B&0 Beovox RL7000 665 ] 3x 88 | 8] 200 50,70,24 | Twin bass
3 ? § B&0 Beolab 4500 1125 Active] - - 45 45,38,8 | Attaches to wall, display
Model 8 Size Special B&O Beolab 6000 1350 | Active] - -] 80 | 20,110,21] Column, two amps, shielded
LOUDSPEAKERS B&0 Beolab 8000 2025 Active] - - 100 15,132,15] Column, two built in amps
Acoustic Energy Aegis 1 452 | 2xPt | 86 | 8 150 21,39,26 | Stand mount, metal cone B&0 Beolab Penta 3 2375 Active] - > 150 22,165,34] Line array column, three-way
Acoustic Energy Aegis2 | 799 J2xPt | 86 | 8 | 200 33,106,26 | Floor, reflex, metal cone B&W Solid Team 140 Pt 8] 41 75 14,20,14 | White & black finish
Acoustic Energy AE1 870 §2xPt | 88 |8 | 200 26,30,18 | Metal dome/cone, solid enc B&W Centrale 150 | Pt 89 | 81 150 17,2417
Acoustic Energy AE2 1175 | 2% Pt 91 6 200 24,40,32 | Twin bass, metal cone B&W CWM5 150 | 2% 89 8 70 16,22,7 In wall
Acoustic Energy AE3 1650 | 3xPt | 87 | 4 250 37,27,63 | Simplified metal dome/cone B&W Solid Team Bass 160 | Sub 91 4 100 20,45,34 | White & black finish
Advent Mini 99 | - 88 8 120 16,28,14 | Bookshelf/stand mount B&W 2002 160 | Pt 87 4 80 18,35,20 | Budget hi-fi range, black ash
Advent Baby 2 149 | 2 89 8 75 26,39,15 | Bookshelf/stand mount B&W DM600i 190| 2x1B 87 4 100 21,36,25 | Stand/shelf mount
Advent Graduate 219 | 2x 89 |8 1] 210 28,44,17 | Bookshelf/stand mount B&W 2003 190 Pt 89 ] 41 100 20,43,24 | Budget hi-fi range, black ash
Advent Prodigy 299 | = 89 8 300 24,68,20 | Floor standing, free space B&W CWM6 220 | 2% 89 8 70 23,32,8 In wall
Advent Legacy 2 349 |- 90 8 500 38,67,22 | Floor standing, free space B&W Solid Twin Bass 230 Sub 91 4 150 45,20,60 | White & black finish
Advent Laureate 499 |- 9 | 8 | 500 21,80,29 | Floor standing, free space B&W DM610i 2500 2xiB| 89 | 4 150 24,49,31 | Stand/shelf mount
Advent Heritage 579 |- 90 8 600 25,89,31 | Floor standing, free space B&W CWM8 250 | 2% 90 | 4] 100 28,389 In wall
Allison AL100 100 |2 90 |4 ] 150 | 332419 |Boundary, stand mount BAW 2004 250 Pt 91 | 4] 120 | 20,6524 | Budget hi-fi range, black ash
Allison AL105 170 | 2% 90 | 4 ] 150 24,37,21 | Boundary, stand mount B&W Solid Verticale 400 S% 88 | 4 100 Lifestyle, 3 boxes
s S & e B&W DM620i 430 2x 9 | 41 150 24,75,31 | Floor standing
— : B&W Matrix 805 V/H 895 PPl gz e 12070 333321 T Outhnard tweeter vert/hariz)
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Model § g Size Special Model §

OUD 4 LOUDSPEAKERS
B&W DM640i 900 | 3x Pt 91 4 200 24,97.41 | Floor standing Clements 300si 395 = 89 4-8] 24,36,36 | Compression line
B&W Matrix 804 1495 | Pt 89 |18 ] 200 26,92,26 | Matrix enclosure Clements 600si 595 = 88 | 48 100 24,81,36 | Compression line
B&W Matrix 803 S2 1945 | Pt 9 181 250 26,101,34 | Matrix enclosure Clements Reference 1 995 | - 86 |8 | 100 20,43,29 | Ribbon tweeter
B&W Matrix 802 S3 2445 | Pt 90 |8 | 500 30,104,37 | Matrix enclosure Clements Reference 7 1995 | - 88 | 45] 200 25,114, 4 | Ribbon tweeter
B&W Matrix 801 S3 3500 fPt 87 8 600 44,100,56 | Floor, studio monitor Dali 102 250 |- 88 6 100 21,32,26
B&W Silver Signature 4500 | Pt 88 |8 120 25,45,24 | External crossover Dali 104 400 | - 93 14 ] 120 86,22,27
Bose XL1000 115 | Pt 8 | 50 29,1917 Dali 400 700 |- 93 | 4] 180 24,97,34
Bose XL2000 160 J Pt 8 70 36,23,18 Dali Skyline 1000 1600 | - 88 = 120 s
Bose XL3000 180 J Pt - 8 ] % 47,29,23 Dali Skyline 2000 2200 |- 88 141 120 51,160,45
Bose 101 M'ble Monitor 190 |- - 4 60 13,23,15 | Black finish Dawn Audio Chorus BS 482 | 2x 1B 89 | 8 : 26,38,21 | Bookshelf
Bose XL4000 220 | Pt - 8 100 57,32,30 Dawn Audio Chorus FS 698 | 2xIB 89 |81 - 26,88,21 | Floor standing
Bose V5100 250 = 8 = 23,1515 Dawn Audio Symphony | 1995 | 3xIB 91 81 - 34,113,32 | Floor standing
Bose 151 Environmental | 270 - 6 24,14,16 | Waterproof/suitable for extrem Denon SCM2 80 | IB 87 6 70 19,28,20 | UK designeed & built
Bose 161 Freestyle 275 6 60 2514,16 Denon SC-E313 160 | Pt 88 8 100 22,75,23 | UK designed & built
Bose 201 Ser Il 290 |- - 8 | 60 38,20,25 | Direct/reflecting technology ECA SERVO A2 1850 | 2xPt | 80 | 8 150 22,102,30 | True ribbon tweeter
Bose C'puter RoomMate | 300 | Active } - = 24,1416 | Self powered AC/shielded, vol Epos ES11 395 g7 }|8 1 75 20,38,25 | Free space, stand mount
Bose Video RoomMate 300 JActve § - - 60 24,14,16 | Self powered AC/shielded, vol Epos ES14 595 [Pt 87 18] 100 23,49,29 | Free space, stand mount
Bose Roomate Il 300 | Active . 24,1416 | Self powered AC/12V DC Faraday FS1 245 | 2x 872 18 1 75 27,46,25 | Matt black or granite effect
Bose 301 VM 380 |- < 8 17 24,43,27 | Direct/reflecting technology Faraday SG 345 | 2x 89 14175 27,26,25 | Matt black or granite effect
Bose 305 430 | 2x 8 100 23,45,28 | Tall stand mount, boundary Faraday Siren 445 | 2% 90 4 80 27,25,46 | Matt black or granite effect
Bose A'mass AM3 Il 500 |- : 4-8] 50 36.,20,20 | Acoustimass technology Faraday FS10 795 | 3x 91 4 100 27,2593 | Matt black or granite effect
Bose 401 500 |- - 4 | 100 30,30,76 | Direct/reflecting technology Fullers Sultan 399 | 2xPt 91 8 | 50 24,51,30 | 3 finishes
Bose SE-5 Ser Il System 760 | - = 4-8] 100 90,100,18 Fullers Sultan H.E. 439 | 2xPt 98 |8 ] % 24,51,30 | High sensitivity, 3 finishes
Bose A'mass AM511 760 |- = 4-8 200 49,35,19 | Acoustimass direct/reflecting Fullers Pharaoh 1 649 | 2xPt 88 |8 1] 60 20,30,20 | Curved sides, various finishes
Bose A'mass AM7 830 |- = 4-8] 100 35,49,19 | Acoustimass direct/reflecting Fullers Sphinx 839 | 3x 8 18§ 70 25,91,30 | Floor standing, var finishes
Bose 601 MKl 880 |- 8 | 200 32,31,76 | Direct/reflecting technology Fullers Pharaoh 2 1200 | 3xPt 8 |8 1] 80 39,100,31 | Pharaoh 1 with added bass encl
Bose 901 V1 1650 fix ~ 8 - 33,53,32 | Direct/reflecting technology Fullers Pharaoh 3 2499 | 4xPt 88 8 150 46,118,45 | Pharaoh + bass & subbass encls
Boston Acoustics HD5 139 | 89 181 50 25,16,18 | Bookshelf, black Gale Reference Monitors | 100 | 2x 8 |81 70 - Bookshelf, black finish
Boston Acoustics 325 139 = 90 14 50 17,17,5 | Wall/ceiling white flush mount Gale Model 2 150 | 2 88 |8 70 Bookshelf, black finish
Boston Runabout 169 | - 89 8 50 22,15,16 | White indoor/outdoor system Gale Model 4 200 j 2 88 8 5 Bookshelf, black finish
Boston Acoustics HD7 169 | 2x 90 8 75 36,23,18 | Bookshelf, black Gamma Acoustics Epoch] 1499 | - - - - 27,95,36
Boston Satellites 170 | 2% 89 8 - = Satellite speakers Genelec 1019A 1572 | Active - 28 23,31,25
Boston Acoustics 350 179 = o 4 50 24,176 Wall/ceiling white flush mount Genelec Blamp 1031A 2068 | Active * 104 25,3929
Boston Acoustics 335 179 |- 9 |8 ] 50 18,9 Wall mount, round Genelec Triamp S30 3055 | Active § - : 108 32,50,32
Boston Acoustics HD8 199 |- 90 |8 75 46,29,20 | Stand/shelf, black Genelec Triamp 1037A | 4982 | Active | - 4 191 40,68,30
Boston 360 Ser Il 209 | - 89 8 60 22157 Wall/ceiling, white, flush mou Genexxa GX330 80 |- = 6 50 35,21,24
Boston Acoustics HD9 249 | 2xABR} 90 | 8 | 100 62,32,25 | Stand/shelf mount Genexxa GX650 140 | - 9 8] 60 23,76,26
Boston Acoustics 380 249 | - 90 18 k75 31,24,8 | Wall/ceiling white flush mount GLL Arena 89 |- 87 ] B} 70 26,2314
Boston Acoustics Voyager] 299 | - 89 18] 60 26,16,17 | White indoor/outdoor, metal GLL Maxim 119 |- 86 |6 ] 100 10,26,17
Boston Acoustics SW10 449 | Sub = = 100 34,17.42 | Powered subwoofer GLL Mezzo 159 §= 88 16 | 100 21,36,25
Boston SubSat Six 450 | Sat/suff 89 | 8 | 100 , Passive subs and two satellite GLL Magnum 199 |= 86 | 6 | 100 25,42,29
Boston SubSat 7 549 |- 83 18] 125 - PAssive sub & 2 satellites Goodmans Active 75 65 | Active | - = 80
Boston Lynfield 300L 1499 | - 83 18] 250 23,34,28 | Stand mount, black Goodmans M100 80 | 2 86 |81 75 17,26,20 | Bookshelf, close to wall
Boston Lynfield 500L 4449 | - 85 15§ 350 122,23,47 | Free stand, separate bass/top Goodmans HT100 100 | - 8 | 8 | 60 25,53,20
Canon S-C10 130 J 2 87 16| 87 34,1515 | Shielded, nr omnidirectional Goodmans HT170 150 § - 92 18] 100 25,70,22
Canon SV-15 130 | 2% 86 | 8 50 24,1717 | Utility - wide dispersion Grundig MBX310 80 | 3xPt - 4170 18,42,29 | 3 drivers, 2 way
Canon S-30 180 ]2xPt | 90 |6 | 75 25,31,28 | Wide imaging stereo Grundig BX1 160 F2xPt § - 4 | 60 23,40,30 | 16 litre
Canon S-B20 200 | Sub 87 |8 ] 100 39.48,27 | Free standing, passive Grundig BX2 230 | 3xPt ] - 4 ] 80 24,4933 | 22 litre
Canon V-100 210 | 2x Pt 90 4 75 25,33,17 | Corner mount, wide dispersion Grundig BX3 350 | 2x Pt = 4 120 24,107,34 | 53 litre, 3 drivers, 2 way
Canon §-35 250 § 2% 90 | 6 75 27,2324 | Wide Imaging Stereo Harbeth BBC LS3/5A 675 | IB 82 10] 30 30,19,18 | Free standing
Canon V-SB100 250 | Sub 88 | 6 150 37.34,21 | Subwoofer for V100 Harbeth HL-P3 699 | IB 83 | 8| 45 31,19,18 | Free standing, shielded, biwir
Canon S-60 350 j2x 89 18 ] 100 31,25,25 | Near omnidirectional Harbeth BBC LS5/12A 1195 | Pt 81 8 | 100 30,18,23 | Free standing, biwire
Canon S-50 350 |2xPt § 89 181 75 25,31,25 | Wide imaging stereo Harbeth HL Compact 7 1295 § Pt 86 | 8 120 52,27,32 | Shielded, biwire
Canon §-70 700 |2xPt | 87 | 6 100 25,78,25 | Wide imaging stereo Harbeth HL-5 - 1495 | Pt 86 |8 100 64,32,31 | Free standing, biwire
Castle Trent Il 199 | Pt 89 | 8 | 60 20,34,18 | Shelf/stand, nine finishes Harman-Kardon LS0200 | 149 | - 87 18] 50 21,3530
Castle Durham 900 279 | Pt 90 |81 8 22,40,23 | Shelf/stand, nine finishes Harman-Kardon LS0300 | 199 | - 88 |8 ] 75 21,3880
Castle York 399 | Pt 89 |8 ] 100 26,43,22 | Stand mount, stands inc Helius Syrius 1330 | Pt 9 |8 ] 25 31,97,16
Castle Severn 499 | Pt 87 | 8 110 23,77,20 | Free standing, 9 finishes Helius Syrius Il 1975 | Pt 95 4 | 300 36,107,16
Castle Chester 699 | Horn 90 | 8 | 100 23,91,25 | Qiuarter wave, nine finishes Helius Syrius | 2500 | Pt 93 | 4 | 500 36,107,16 ] Floor standing, biwire
Castle Howard 999 | 3xHornf 90 8 125 26,104,41 | Quarter wave, nine finishes Heybrook Prima 130 | 2xPt 87 6 60 20,29,18 | Bookshelf or stands
Castle Winchester 1499 | 3x 90 8 150 42,108,23 | 9 finishes, quarter wave Heybrook Solo 189 | 2x 89 6 75 23,36,23 | Boundary design, stands requir
Celestion 1 109 | - 86 8 50 16,27,21 Heybrook HB1 259 | 2x 30 8 75 29,47,23 | Boundary, stands required
Celestion CSC 129 |- 89 6 75 33,1315 Heybrook Trio 359 | 2x 89 8 75 24,4725
Celestion 3 MKIl 129 |- 88 |81 75 21,31,18 | Integrated LF/baffle moulding Heybrook Heystak 499 | 3xABR] 89 | 8 100 98,22,28 | Inc stands
Celestion CS135 139 |- 86 8 90 52,19,34 Heybrook Quartet 555 | 2xPt 90 8 80 24,41,22
Celestion CS2 149 | - 8 |8 ] 60 16,29,22 Heybrook Sextet 1099 | 3x 88 |8 | 200 27,90,20 | With stands
Celestion CS4 169 |- 87 8 75 18,3323 Impulse H7 835 | Horn 88 8 70 14,80,29 | Floor standing
Celestion 5 MkIl 169 |- 89 8 90 25,35,21 | Larger version of Celestion 3 Impulse H6 1425 | Hom 89 8 100 19,€ 5 | Floor standing
Celestion 9 269 89 8 100 21,50,256 Impulse H5 1675 | Hom 93 8 100 27,90,45 | Floor standing
Celestion 15 389 |- 89 |8 100 21,100,23 Impulse H2 2385 | Hom 94 |8 100 26,116,45 | Floor standing
Celestion SL6SI 429 | 2x 84 8 120 20,38,27 | Compact stand mount, free spac Impulse H1 3400 | Hom 96 8 | 100 36,103,68 | Floor standing
Celestion CS6 449 | - 88 | 8 100 19,85,31 Infinity Ref 10 200 | 1B 0 |6] 7 23,37,23 | Pedestal
Celestion CS8 499 88 8 120 19,100,31 Infinity Ref 20 300 | 1B 90 6 100 27,47,26 | Pedestal
Celestion 100 539 |~ 84 |8 120 2142, 26 Infinity Inf IV Sat 300 | 1B 90 | 6] 8 16,24,18 | Wall mount, shielded
Celestion SL12si 629 |- 86 |8 150 20,53,29 Infinity Ref 30 400 }iB 9 |6 100 27.84.25 | Floor standing
Celestion SL600si 820 |- 82 |8 120 20,37,24 | Aerolam lightweight enclosure Infinity Inf Micro 400 JPvsub] 90 | 6 100 21,x127d | Two satellites and passive sub
Celestion 300 1099 |- 84 8 120 21,97,33 Infinity SSW-10 Sub 500 | Active | - ~ - 34,34,33
Celestion 700SE 1435 | = 82 8 120 20,37,24 Infinity Kappa 6.1i 995 J Pt 89 6 150 31,95,25 | Floor standing
Cerwin Vega VS8 250 2% 94 6 100 28,51,29 | Bookshelf Infinity Kappa 7.1i 1195 | Pt 89 6 225 36,108,26 | Floor standing
Cerwin Vega SAT-6 300 | Sat/suf 95 - 125 22,25,32 | 3 box satellite/subwoofer Interaudio XL1000 100 - 8 50 19,2917
Cerwin Vega VS10 350 | 3x 95 6 125 33,70,29 | Floor standing Interaudio XL2000 140 | - - 8 70 23,36,18
Cerwin Vega VS12 550 | 3xPt 97 4 250 42,81,38 | Floor standing Interaudio XL3000 160 - 8 70 29,46,23
Cerwin Vega DC10 550 f3xPt | 96 | - 200 29,94,35 | Floor standing Interaudio XL4000 200 | - = L e 32,56,29
Cerwin Vega DC12 650 |3x Pt | 98 300 36,98,35 | Floor standing Jamo Studio 80 60 | 2xPt 91 - 45 22,3517
Cerwin Vega VS15 700 | 3xPt 102 | 4 400 46,90,47 | Floor standing Jamo Studio 110 100 | 3xPt 91 4 50 24,4222
Cerwin Vega DC15 850 |3x Pt} 100 | - 500 44,103,46 | Floor standing — " . — —
Cerwin Vega 1515 1300 [ 6x Pt 103 | 4 600 44,135,46 | Floor standing, hi sensitivity Listings marked in red (as shown below) are covered in the Hi-Fi Choice Directory. :
Chord Sys Audio 905 249 | 2x 89 3 70 27.15.19 | Black Ash B&W 2001 120 Pt 87 4 80 18,28,20  Budget hi-fi range, black ash .
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Jamo Sat 160 100 j2x1B § 90 8 14,20,88 | Shelf/wall mount, with wall br KAL Mini-Ref MKII 395 |- 86 8 120 23,2717
Jamo D115 100 |- 91 4-& 75 24,42,22 KAL Mini-Tower 619 | = 89 6 150 17,90,22
Jamo Cornet 30.4 100 | 2x Pt 88 8 55 20,32,23 | Black ash - Mahogany £20 extra KAL Compact Ref 650 | - 89 8 140 23,36,27
Jamo Sat 200 110 | 2 90 |8 50 15,22,88 | Stereo passive sub KAL Tunejal 795 |- 89 | 8 | 150 23,100,27
Jamo Sat 300 120 j2x 90 8 50 15,21,8 Use with SW500 KAL Trans-double 1500 |- 89 8 250 23,112,36
Jamo Cornet 40.4 140 j2x Pt 89 8 60 20,32,23 | Black ash - Mahogany £20 extra KAL Warlock 1600 | = 90 6 250 25,113,36
Jamo Studio 180 150 f3xPt | 92 4 80 22,50,26 KEF Coda 7 129 | 2xPt 91 6 70 18,30,25 | Black ash finish
Jamo Artina 150 | 2xPt 90 8 50 29,258 Small, flat wall speaker KEF K120 169 § 2x 1B 87 8 80 21,34,25 | Stand/bookshelf
Jamo Sat 500 150 j2xPt | 90 | 8 | 50 16,21,14 | Satellites for SW500 KEF Q10 199 |2xPt | 88 | 6 | 100 19,32,26 | Uni Q, shielded
Jamo D135 150f- f 94 | 48 90 28,52,25 KEF K140 239)2xIB § 89 | 8 | 100 26,49,25 | Stand/bookshelf
Jamo Converta 150 | 2x Pt 90 8 q 50 9,25,24 Lamp-like appearance KEF 70S 299 | 2xIB 87 6 100 17,25,12 ] Uni-Q, shielded, AV surround
Jamo Cornet 60.4 180 | 2x Pt 90 | 8 ] 80 23,42,27 | Black ash - Mahogany £20 extra KEF K160 329 | 2xABH 89 8 125 26,75,23 | Floor standing
Jamo D165 190 | - 94 4~d 100 28,52,25 KEF Q30 349 | 2x Pt 88 6 125 19,73,30 | Uni Q, shielded, floor standin
Jamo SW160 System 200 |- 90 8 - 20,34,48 | Subwoofer, adjustable KEF Q60 419 | 2x Pt 90 8 100 25,48,28 | Uni Q, bookshelf/stand
Jamo Art 200 | 2x Pt 88 8 60 35,40,9 Shape and size of shallow 20 i KEF Q50 499 | 3x Pt 90 6 150 19,83,30 | Uni Q, shielded, floor standin
Jamo Classic 4 230 | 2xPt 90 4 100 20,47,25 KEF 101/3 Black 549 | 2xPt 87 6 150 22,33,26 | Uni Q, Kube option
Jamo D265 300 | 3xPt 95 | 4 | 150 44,68,32 KEF Q80 569 | 2xABR} 89 | 8 | 125 25,86,27 ] Uni Q floor standing
Jamo Classic 6 300 j2xPt | 90 4 100 20,84,29 | Inc spiked feet KEF LS3/5a 599 | 2xIB 82 1] 30 19,30,16 | Raymond Cooke Special Edition
Jamo BX100A 300 | 3xPt 91 8 100 32,55,28 | Floor or stand mount KEF Q70 699 | 4xPt 90 6 175 19,105,30 | Uni-Q, shielded, floor stand
Jamo 307 300 j2xPt | 87 |6 | 70 18,31,27 | Stand mount KEF Q90 739 |3xPt § 89 | 8 ]| 150 25,90,32 | Uni Q floor standing
Jamo Cornet 90-4 330 | 3xiB 91 4 140 26,87,27 KEF 102/2MS 749]13xCC | 89 | 4 150 22,50,26 | Uni Q, shielded shelf/stand mt
Jamo 407 350 j2xPt | 88 | 4 | 80 22,41,29 | Stand mount KEF Model One 999 |3xCC | 89 | 4 150 23,86,30 | Uni-Q, floor stand, shielded
Jamo Graphic 350 | 2x Pt 88 8 60 39,44,8 Wall mount KEF 103/4MS 1199 | 4xCC 91 4 200 22,90,31 ] Uni Q, shielded, coupled cavit
Jamo Atmosphere 380 | 2x Pt 83 | 8 60 27,37,16 | Wall mount, doubles as lamp KEF 103/4S 1249 | 4xCC 91 4 200 22,90,31 | ‘Audiophile’ 103/4
Jamo Cornet 100-4 400 | 3xIB 91 4 200 32,95,27 KEF Model Two 1499 | 4xCC. 90 4 200 23,101,30 | Uni-Q, floor stand, shielded
Jamo Classic 8 400 § 3xPt 90 4 150 23,90,29 | Inc spiked feet KEF 104/2 1595 | 5xCC 92 4 200 28,90,41 | Floor standing, coupled cavity
Jamo Silhouette 400 | - 90 | 5] 80 25,122,17 KEF 104/2 REC 1799 |5xCC | 92 | 4 | 200 28,90,41 | Raymond Cooke Special Edition
Jamo D365 400 | - 9% | 4-8] 200 46,78,35 KEF Model Three 1999 | 5xCC | 91 4 300 27,114,34 | Uni-Q, floor stand, shielded
Jamo BX150A 400 f3xPt § 92 | 8 | 150 38,63,31 | Floor mount KEF 105/3 2295 |6xCC | 93 | 4 | 300 28,110,41 | Uni Q, coupled cavity bass
Jamo SW500 System 430 | 2x 90 | 8 140 41,38,53 | Passive stereo subwoofer KEF 105/3S 234516xCC § 93 | 4 300 28,110,41 | Uni Q, audiophile 105/3
Jamo BX200A 450 | 3x Pt 93 8 250 29,17,13 | Floor mount KEF 107/2 3695 | 4xCC 90 4 300 33,116,45 | Floor standing, Kube equaliser
Jamo 477 500 | 2x Pt 88 4 100 19,77,29 | Floor standing KEF 107/2 REC 3999 | 4xCC 90 4 300 33,116,45 | Raymond Cooke Special Edition
Jamo 507 700 §3xPt | 88 | 4 | 150 22,91,37 Kenwood LS-200G 200 | Pt 89 | 4] 60 21,35,30 | European design
Jamo 707 900 I3xPt § 90 | 4 200 24,104,39 Kenwood LS-770G 260 | Pt 88 | 4 110 27,48,26 | European design
Jamo Oriel 6000 | 3x 87 6 300 40,178,30 | Floor standing, coupled cavity Kenwood LS-300G 300 JPt 82 8 60 21,35,30 | European design
JBL Control One 115 | 2xPt 87 4 150 24,156,14 | Shielded, wall mountable Kenwood LS-880G 360 JPt 86 4 160 28,51,26 | Titanium tweeter
JBL 4208 449 | - 89 | 8 300 29,45,23 Kenwood LS-500G 500 J Pt 87 | 4 100 22,44,28 | European design
JBL L1 479 | 2x Pt 87 8 200 25,40,20 | Asymmetric, time aligned Kenwood LS-700G 1200 | Pt 87 4 120 30,90,30 | European design
JBL HTS-1 629 | - - 150 - Kenwood LS-1000G 1700 | Pt 87 |4 160 34,110,38 | European design
JBLL3 ° 699 | 2x Pt 89 8 200 30,86,24 | Asymmetric, time aligned Keswick Audio Aria 269 | 2x 88 8 70 21,42,27 | Bookshelf
JBL HTS-2 system 800 |- - 4 150 - Keswick Audio Volante 499 | - 90 8 85 21,85,27 | Floor standing
JBLHTS-3 999 |- - 180 - Keswick Audio Figaro 799 |- 86 | 8 125 19,28,27 | Features solid timbers
JBLLS 1299 | 3x Pt 90 6 300 26,45,33 | Asymmetric, time aligned Keswick Audio Alto 999 | Sub 87 8 150 19,70,27 | To match Figaro
JBL Ti 1000 1500 | 2xIB 89 4 150 20,30,13 | Asymmetric, double wall Koss SA10 19 | Active § - - - - High imp
JBLL7 1699 | 4x Pt 89 | 4 200 117,25,45 | Asymmetric, time aligned Koss SA20 25 |- - - -
JBL Ti 2000 2000 | 3xIB 89 4 200 33,82,30 | Asymmetric, double wall Koss SA30 36 | Active § - - - High impedence
JBL Ti 3000 2499 | 3x 1B 9 |6 200 46,105,35 | Asymmetric, double wall Linagum LFX Wood 649 | Hybrid§ 90 2 16,22,18 | Modified ribbon/dynamic
JBL i 5000 3499 | 3xIB 91 [ 300 48,114,38 | Asymmetric, double wall Linaeum LSII 991 | Hybrid} 90 - = 30,150,38 | Modified ribbon/dynamic
Jordan Watts JHFLG 420 | - - - - Flagon pottery colour Linaeum LFX Corian 1399 | Hybrid | 90 - - 16,22,18 | Modified ribbon/dynamic
Jordan Watts JH200 510 J1xIB | 86 | 8 | 80 19,33,17 | Bookshelf or stand mount Linn Index 259 | 2xIB 97 38| - 21,44,24 | 30 watts minimum
Jordan Watts JH400 820 | 1x1B 86 8 80 28,32,17 | Marble finish available £970 Linn Tukan 398 | 2xIB 87 8 30 19,30,18 | Multipurpose
Jordan Watts JH400M 970 | 1x 86 | 8 80 82,28,21 Linn Kelidh Passive 595 | 2xIB 87 |4 ] 60 20,83,28 | Floor standing, 60w min
J Watts JH1+1 Aspect 1730 | 2x 85 8 100 92,40,22 Linn Keilidh Aktiv 1090 j2xIB - - - 20,83,28 | Floor standing, boundary
J Watts JH1+1 AspectK | 2310 | 2x 85 8 100 92,40,22 Linn Kader 1298 | 3x - 4 60 20,28,90 | Black ash or walnut
J Watts JH1+1 Aspect M| 2745 | 2x 8 |8 100 92,40,22 Linn Kaber Passive 1298 | 3xIB 87 |4 ] 60 20,90,28 | Integral stands, 60w minimum
J Watts Aspect JH1+1 2745 | 2xIB 85 8 100 40,93,23 | Matt - alt finishes extra Linn Kaber Aktiv 1995 | 3x 1B - - 20,90,28 | Integral stands, boundary
Jordan Watts JH2K 3230 | = - - = - Linn Keltik Aktiv 4400 | 3x18 - - - 26,104,37 | Integral stands, boundary
J Watts Classic JH2KM | 4250 | 2x 87 |8 | 150 47,82,34 | Line tweeter array L Voice Horning Agathon | 3400 | Horn 96 | 8 | 100 36,48,115 | Floor standing
J Watts Classic JHSK 4875 | 2xIB. 89 |8 250 47,126,40 | Floor stand, line array Living Voice Tone Scout | 6000 | Horn 104 | 8 100 64,110,70 | Floorstanding, three-way
J Watts Classic JHSKM | 5860 |} 2x 89 8 250 47,125,40 | Line driver array Living Voice Air Partner 14000 | Horn 108 | 8 100 64,160,90 | Floorstanding, Vitavox drivers
J Watts Classic JH10K 9340 } 2x1B 92 8 500 47,156,40 | Floor stand, line array Lowther Fidelio 1465 | Horn 96 8 100 29,100,43
Jordan Watts JH10KM__ |10495 | 2xIB. 92 8 500 47,156,40 | Line driver array Lowther Academy 1805 | Horn 98 4 100 29,100,43 | 160hm option
JPW Minim SGL SHD 50 | 2x 87 6 70 19,28,20 | Shielded, single speaker Lowther Bel Canto 2035 | Horn 97 8 100 28,132,44 | Including adjustable stand
JPW Satellite SGL SHD 50 | 2% 85 8 70 13,24,11 | Shielded, single speaker Lowther Delphic 2525 | Horn 98 4 100 28,137,44 | With adjustable stand, 160hm o
JPW Satellite 80 J2x 85 18] 70 13,24,11 | Shielded, single speaker Lumley Reference LM4 375 | 2 86 |6 | 120 18,36,22 | Stand mount
JPW Minim 80 J 2 87 |6 | 70 19,28,20 | 135mm bass, 14mm treble Lumley Reference LM5 499 | 2 88 | 6 | 150 25,46,21 | Stand mount
JPW Minim Pair Solid 89 | 2 87 6 70 19,28,20 | Shielded Lumley Reference LM6 650 | 2x 88 6 150 25,81,21 | Floor standing
JPW Sonata Vinyl 100 J2x 87 |81 70 23,32,22 Lumley Reference LM3 895 | 3x 90 |8 | 120 27,87,28 | Floor standing
JPW Sonata 120 | 2 87 | 8 70 23,32,22 | 165mm bass, 14mm treble Lumley Reference LM2 | 2500 | 4x 88 8 | 200 33,110,29 | Open baffle, floor standing
JPW Subwoofer 130 fix 9 |8 80 26,51,27 Lumley Reference LM1 | 8500 | 6x 89 |4 500 71,122,40 | 2 box, floor standing
JPW P1 Vinyl 150 j2x 89 8 70 26,44,25 MAG Audio Audio A90 3600 | Ribbonj 80 3.7] 300 52,150,8 | Two-way full range ribbon
JPW P1 170 | 2x 89 8 70 26,44,25 | 200mm bass, 19mm treble Magnepan SMGa 688 | - 90 8 150 3
JPW AP2 200 J2x 89 8 80 26,44,25 | 200mm bass, 19mm treble Manticore Minaret 450 | IB 94 8 100 23,15,11 | Nearfield monitor
JPW AP3 230 J2x 88 8 100 26,52,29 | 200mm bass, 19mm treble Manticore Minaret F1 750 | IB: 94 8 100 23,15,11 | Nearfield monitor
JPW Ruby 1 500 | 2x 87 | 6 | 120 32,19,21 | Alloy cones Manticore Matisse 1300 JIB 9 | 8 | 200 100,28,22 | Fibrelam cabinets
JPW Ruby 2 700 J2x 88 | 6 150 43,22,25 | Alloy cones Martin-Logan O | Hybrid |} 87 = = 23,140,10 | ESL/dynamic, biwire,
JPW Ruby 3 1000 | 3x 87 | 6 150 75,19,22 | Alloy cones Martin-Logan Aerius 2288 | Hybrid§ 89 = - 23,122,30 | Two-way
JPW Ruby 4 1300 §3x 89 |6 | 200 90,22,26 | Alloy cones Martin-Logan Stylos 2495 | Hybrid | 2x | 88 23,3528 | Inwall
JVC SPX220TBK 100 | 3x Pt 90 8 60 24,66,24 Martin-Logan Sequel Il 3277 i 89 - - 31,160,29 | Dynamic bass/electrostatic, tw
JVC SPX550BK 130 §3xPt § 90 | 8 | 60 24,66,24 Martin-Logan CLS iz 4333 J ESL 86 | - - 62,127,32 | Full range pariel
JVC SPX770BX 150 |3xPt | 90 | 8 | 80 28,75,25 Martin-Logan Quest Z 4998 | Hybrid§ 90 = = 42,160,29 | Dynamic bass/electrostatic, tw
JVC SPX990BK 230 | 8x Pt 91 8 100 31,86,27 M-L Monolith {IIP 8730 | Hybrid§ 89 - 59,163,28 | ESL/dynamic, two-way
JVC SX-SW9 300 | 2xPt 90 6 100 - Satellite subwoofer system M-L Monolith 11X 9354 | Hybrid | 89 - - 59,163,26 | ESL/dynamic, active crossover
JVC SX911WD 660 | 3x Pt 91 6 150 38,63,35 Metaxas Empress 3850 J ESL 88 8 100 50,150,8 | Full range single panel ESL
JVC SX500 700 | 2x Pt 90 6 180 27,45,28 Metaxas Czar 8250 | ESL 94 8 100 70,230,8 | Fult range 3-panel ESL

= " = T Metaxas Emperor 19500 J ESL 99 |8 250 100,230,8 | Full range, multi-panel ESL
Listings marked in red (as shown below) are covered in the Hi-Fi Choice Directory. Mission 735 100 |2t 89 8 50 15.26.15 | Stand mount, shelf, wibrackets
Audiolab 8000A 450 Int N 60 MMMCIT3T Y N 458,36 Preout/main in Mission 731 130 1 2Pt "3 P 75 21 17 90 | Stand monnt honkehalf
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Mission 760i 130 |2xPt | 89 | 6 | 75 18,30,20 | Stand mount, boundary siting Proac Studio 200 1850 | = 89 |8 | 250 23,115,28 | Floor standing
Mission 73C 150 |2x 90 8 75 16,20,43 | TV top, shielded Prof Monitor Co TB1 481 | 2x Pt 90 | 8 150 20,40,25 | Shielded version available
Mission 760i SE 10 |2xPt | 89 16175 18,30,20 | Stand mount, boundary siting Prof Monitor Co LB1 998 | 2x 89 |4 | 300 18,63,25 | Transmission ling
Mission 732 200 J2x 89 8 100 41,21,31 | Stand mount, boundary Prof Monitor Co AB1 1598 | 2x 89 | 6 400 26,79,43 | Transmission line
Mission 780SE 270 §2xpt 89 6 75 18,30,26 | Stand mount, boundary siting Prof Monitor Co MB1P. 4681 | 2x 91 8 | 500 38,87,53 | Transmission line
Mission 733 300 f2x 89 |8 100 84,21,31 | Floor standing, boundary Prof Monitor Co BBSP 6754 | 2x 91 | 4 | 600 43,104,79 | Transmission line
Mission 751 300 | 2xPt 89 6 75 | 19,32,27 | Stand mount, boundary Quad ESL-63 2860 JELS 86 8 100 66,93,27 | Panel, simulates point source
Mission 734 430 | 3x 90 8 125 84,21,33 | Floor standing, boundary Realistic Minimus 3.5 30 |- - 8 15 9,155
Mission 752 500 f2xPt 20 8 125 20,84,26 | Floor stand, boundary Realistic Minimus 21 30 - - 8 10 15,24,13
Mission 735 600 | 3x 90 |8 ] 150 106,21,33 Realistic M'mus 26 56 = 87 |8 | 40 18,28,11
Mission 753 700 J2xPt 90 |6 150 21,88,32_| Floor stand, transverse folded Realistic Minimus Pro-7 60 f2xPt 87 ¢ 8 50 11,18,11 ] Revised design
Modulus Subwoofer 1750 JActive § - = 250 49,45,45 | Variable phase, high/low filte Realistic Minimus Pro-77] 100 | 2xPt 86 |8 ] 65 14,22,11 | Revised design
MA Monitor 1 Gold 200 | 2xIB 88 8 70 16,24,16 | Miniature stand/shelf mount Rega Kyte 198 | 2x - 8 19,31,19 | Stand/wall/shelf mount
MA Monitor 7 Gold Il 245 | 2x Pt 89 8 70 17,35,17 | Stand/shelf mount Rega EL8 298 | 2x - 8 - 17,72,20 | Floor stand
Monitor Audio MA100G 280 §2xIB 89 8 120 16,24,16 | As MA Monitor 1, shielded Rega ELA Mk Il 498 | 2x 8 - 30,80,20 | Floor stand
Monitor Audio MA201 300 | 2xPt 90 8 100 22,41,27 | Gold dome tweeter, pulp bass Rega XEL 1040 | 2x = 6 = 20,82,30 | Floor stand
MA Monitor 9 Gold Il 350 j2xPt 88 8 100 21,37,21 | Stand/shelf mount Rehdeko RK115 1200 Pt 104 | 8 - 34,42,28
Monitor Audio MA202 450 | 2xPt 90 8 100 22,89,29 | Gold dome tweeter, pulp bass Rehdeko RK125 2300 j Pt 102 | 8 - 34,61,28
MA Monitor 14 Gold Il 500 | 3x 88 |8 | 120 21,76,24 | Floor/shelf standing Rehdeko RK145 3400 f Pt 102181 - 39,66,29
Monitor Audio Studio 2 600 J2x 89 8 120 27,17,20 Rehdeko RK175 6500 | Pt 106 | 8 = 50,96,37
Monitor Audio Studio 6 900 | 2xPt 88 8 200 22,35,25 | Stand/shelf mount, metal bass REL Strata 499 | Sub - Tkw 42,52,31 | Active, internal amp
Monitor Audio Studio 12 | 1000 j 2 90 {8 | 200 92,17,20 | Black - rosewood extra REL Stadium 795 | Sub = - 1kw 58,52,36 | Active, internal amps
MA Studio 20SE 2200 | 2xPt 88 8 200 20,92,26 | Floor stand, metal cone bass REL Stentor 1495 | Sub - - Tkw 59,56,37 | Active, internal amp
Monitor Audio Studio 50 | 4000 | 2x 90 |8 300 20,104,30 | Floor stand, metal bass & mid REL Studio 2995 | Sub - - Tkw 69,62,52 | Active, internal amp
Mordaunt-Short M505 110 JPt 87 8 60 26,17,18 | Bookshelf, wall positioning Revolver by Ram Beretta 100 | 2xPt 87 6 80 30,19,22 | Bookshelf/stand mount
Mordaunt-Short CS1 115 | Pt 87 |8 100 16,23,13 | Shielded, Positec protected Revalver by Ram Celt 149 | 2xPt 88 | 6 100 30,19,22 | Bookshelf/stand mount
Mordaunt-Short MS10 140 | Pt 88 |8 | 60 19,31,22 | Alloy tweeter, MCS woofer Revolver by Ram Purdey | 249 | 2xPt | 88 | 6 | 120 75,19,22 | Floor stand, with plinth
Mordaunt-Short HT30 150 FPt 90 8 120 25,43,29 | Shielded, Positec protected Rogers LS1 199 | 2x - 6 75 20,20,30 | Stand required
Mordaunt-Short SW1 150 | Sub 90 8 100 24,58,26 | Coupled cavity, matches CS1 Rogers LS2a/2 250 J2x 86 8 100 23,36,21 | Use about 30cm from wall
Mordaunt-Short MS20 190 | Pt 89 8 75 22,37,22 | Alloy tweeter, MCS woofer | Rogers LS4a/2 330 j 2 88 8 - - Various finishes
Mordaunt-Short MS30 270 JPt 90 8 100 25,43,28 | Alloy tweeter, MCS woofer Rogers Studio 3 449 | 2x 85 8 45 19,30,16 | Stand required
Mordaunt-Short HT50 275 | Pt 90 |8 120 25,87,33 | Positec, integrated subwoofer | Rogers AB1C Subwoofer | 499 | 1x = 8 50 57,19,16 | Passive subwoofer
Mordaunt-Short MS40 400 Pt 90 |8 150 23,82,28 | Alloy tweeter, MCS woofer | Rogers LS3/5A 699 | 2xiB 5 12] 50 31,19,16 | Small broadcast monitor
Mordaunt-Short MS50 530 fPt 90 8 200 25,87,33 | Alloy tweeter, MCS woofer Rogers Studio 5 699 J 2x = 8 100 25,25,48 | Stand required
NAD 800 149 J Pt 9 |6 60 20,32,24 | 10 litre enclosure Rogers P20 750 |2xPt | 88 18 150 26,42,30 | Stand mount, stands available
NAD 802 219 {Pt 90 |6 | 80 20,40,26 | 11.5 litre enclosure, Rogers P22 832 |2xPt | 88 |8 | 150 26,85,30 | Floor stand, sloping baffle
Naim IBL Active 776 - - 65 25,80,28 | Boundary, floor standing Rogers Studio 7 899 | 2x 89 8 150 30,63,30 | Stand required
Naim IBL Passive 895 |- 86 | 6 65 25,80,28 | Boundary, floor standing Rogers P24a 1268 | 3x 86 |4 250 25,104,35 | Internal bass, floor standing
Naim SBL Active 1586 | - - - T3] 27,89,27 | Boundary, floor standing Rogers LS5/9 1531 | 2 87 |8 | 100 28,46,27
Naim SBL Passive 1708 88 6 75 27,89,27 | Boundary, floor standing Roksan Ojan 3 895 | Pt 88 8 250 28,76,460 | Floor standing, sprung tweeter
Naim DBL Active 6991 |- = = 200 65,120,40 | Boundary, floor standing Royd The Herald 198 | Pt 8 |8 | 100 31,20,18 | Stand mount
Naim DBL Passive 7672 |- 92 4 200 65,120,40 } Boundary, floor standing Royd The Minstrel 259 Pt 86 8 100 69,18,12 | Side port,. floor standing
Neat Petite 595 f2x 87 6 100 20,30,18 Royd Merlin 298 | Pt 86 8 100 31,20,18 | Veneered
Orelle Qrator Il 699 | 2xPt 91 8 100 27.40,30 | Time aligned, biwire Royd The Sorcerer 595 [Pt 86 8 120 31,20,18 | Front port, near field monitor
QOrigin Live OLIB 289 |- 89 8 100 20,30,19 Royd The Abbot 665 | Pt 90 18 120 81,20,30 | Floor standing, free space
Origin Live OL2B 349 90 |8 150 19,80,19 | Floor standing Royd The Prior 978 | Pt 90 |8 150 96,37,26 | Floor standing, free space
Origin Live OL-1AS 399 |- 89 18 | 19 20,30,190 | Floor standing Ruark Swordsman Plus Il | 299 | 2xIB, | 87 | 8 | 100 20,38,27 | Near wall/stand mount
Origin Live OL-1A 399 | - 86 8 150 20,30,19 Ruark Sabre Il 385 | 2xIB 87 8 100 23,37,27 | Wall/free, on stands
Origin Live 01-2AS 469 9 |8 100 19,80,19 | Floor standing Ruark Templar 479 | 2¢IB 87 |8 100 19,70,27 | Wall or free, no stands reqd
Qrigin Live OL-2A 469 |- 86 8 150 19,80,19 | Floor standing Ruark Talisman Il 699 | 2x Pt 88 8 100 23,84,32 | Free space, floor standing
QOrigin Live OL-1 499 §- 86 8 150 20,30,19 Ruark Broadsword |l 849 | 2x1B 86 8 120 29,43,38 | Free space, stand mount
Qrigin Live OL-2 649 |- 86 8 150 19,80,19 | Floor standing Ruark Paladin 1099 | 2xPt 90 | 8 150 | 88,29,38 | Floor standing
Qrigin Live OL3 975 | 3x 88 8 150 19,83,23 | Floor standing Ruark Crusader Il 1495 | 3x Pt 88 6 150 24,92,32 | Free space, floor standing
Origin Live Conqueror 1600 | 3x 89 |8 150 23,87,23 | Floor standing Ruark Equinox 1749 J2xPt | 88 | 6 150 25,88,34 | Free space, stands included
Pentachord A 449 | 1B 87 8 80 21,28,20 | Direct coupled Ruark Accolade 2549 | 3xPt 89 8 200 29,100,38 | Free space, floor standing
Pentachord B 499 |IB 87 8 80 52,35,52 | Active crossover, including el Sansui SP-X111K 125 f= 89 6 50 18,30,20
Pentachord Pentode 695 |IB 87 |4 ] 80 20,74,20 | Active crossover, including el SD Acoustics SD3R 399 | Pt 87 1.8 100 20,38,30 | Free standing, ribbon tweeter
Pentachord P‘column 1579 | 2xIB 87 |14 ] 80 21,108,20 | Including active crossover, fo SD Acoustics SD5 1235 | 3xPt 88 |8 | 200 20,110,30 | Ribbon tweeter
Philips Legend FB720 200 fPt 80 & 75 21,37,31 SD Acoustics SD1 1650 | 1B 88 8 250 30,125,30 | Open mid, ribbon tweeter
Philips DSS930 1300 JActve § - 761} = 22,58,33 | Active digital loudspeaker Shahinian Super Elf 790 | 2 87 § b 100 21,26,37 | Finnish birch cabinet
Pink Triangle Ventrical 865 | Hybrid | 86 11} 100 15,80,32 | Ribbon hybird Shahinian ARC 1675 | 8x 88 6 150 35,69,25 | With passive bass radiator
Pioneer CS-3030 120 |3xPt § 90 | 8 120 27,54,24 | Bookshelf Shahinian Obelisk 2490 | 3 89 | 6 | 200 37,74,32 | Omni-directional
Pioneer CS-b030 170 J3xPt | 90 | 8 140 31,53,25 | Bookshelf Shahinian Hawk 4950 | 3x 90 | 6 | 250 43,95,32 | Modular omni-directional
Pioneer CS-7030 230 §3xPt § 90 | 8 190 ] 35,70,28 | Bookshelf Shahinian Diapason 8350 | 5x 91 6 | 300 58,100,38 | Omni-directional, floor standi
Pioneer S-4UK 250 J2xPt | 88 | 6 | 80 | 21,37,28 | Nocrossover, UK optimised Sonus-Faber Minuetto 898 | 2x 88 . - 23,35,28 | Compact, stand mount
Pioneer S-60 270 §2x 87 4 80 22,47,28 | Bookshelf Sonus-Faber Minima Amafor1498 | 2x 88 - - 20,34,31 | Compact, stand mount
Pioneer CS-9030 280 J3xPt § 92 }8 | 220 39,75,29 | Bookshelf Sonus-Faber Electa 1790 j 2x 88 - s 38,27,24 | Compact, stand mount
Pioneer S-80 370 j2x 88 |4 | 80 23,56,28 | Bookshelf Sonus-Faber Amator 2992 | 2x 88 |- = 37,22,35 | Compact, stand mount
Pioneer S-200 600 | 2x 89 |4 120 26,90,34 | Biwire, floor standing Sonus-Faber Guarneri 5500 | 2x 88 - - 19,38,38 | Compact, limited edition
Pioneer S-400 950 J 2 89 |4 160 27,96,38 | Biwire, floor stand, shielded Sonus-Faber Extrema 5991 | 2x 88 | - > 55,27,46 | 'Reference Standard’
Polk S4 200 p2xPt | 91 8 100 24,39,18 | Stand mount, free standing Sony SS-E300 50 | 1B 88 | 8 160 73,41,20 | Magnetically shielded
Polk M3 200 | 2x Pt 89 8 100 17,29,21 | Multi-app, including wall brac Sony SS-V77 50 §= - 90 16} - 199,14 Full range surround speakers
Polk S6 300 | 2xABR} 91 8 125 26,54,20 | Stand mount Sony SS-E500 80 | 1B 88 8 120 35,47,20 | Magnetically shielded
Polk S8 450 | 2xABR} 90 | 8 150 29,64,22 | Stand mount Sony SS-J90AV 100 f= - 164 - 19,12,15 | Shielded centre speaker
Polk §10 600 | 2xABR 91 8 | 200 32,74,26 | Floorstanding Sony SS85E 100 } 1B 8 |41 70 9,32,24 | UK optimised sound
Polk LS50 800 J2xPt | 89 | 8 | 250 27,83,29 | Floorstanding Sony SS125E 120 | IB 86 4] 9 22,38,38 | UK optimised sound
Polk LS70 1200 | 2xPt 90 8 250 31,94,37 | Floorstanding, biampable Sony SA-W90 350 | = - - 70 22,49,51 | Active subwoofer
Polk LS90 1700 | 3xPt 90 8 250 31,94,37 | Floorstanding, biampable Sony SSA1L 450 |IB 85 4 120 19,30,32 | Bio-cellulox tweeters
Posselt Alpha | 950 jPt 89 |8 | 60 24,44,28 Sound-Lab Dynastat 3790 J Hybrid| 88 | 8 | 350 44,183,41 | Oak or walnut finish £3990
Posselt Alpha It 1200 jPt 89 8 90 23,100,27 Sound-Lab Pristine Il 6990 | ESL 88 8 300 72,153,69 | Steel frame, curved panel
Posselt Alpha lll 1350 Pt 89 |8 | 100 26,102,30 Sound-Lab A3 11990 JESL 88 |8 | 300 78,187,23 | Any finish, curved panel
Posselt Alpha IV 1500 §Pt 89 8 135 27,104,31 Sound-Lab-At 13990 JESL 88 8 400 91,208,27 | Curved panel, any finish
Posselt Albatros 2200 | Hrn 93 |6 | 200 31,186,32 | Ultra sensitive Spendor LS3/5A 630 | 2x 83 |8 ] 40 19,30,16 | BBC inspired location monitor
Proac Tablet 3 479 § - 87 8 100 17,28,23 | Stand mount Spendor S20 760 | = 84 8 70 22,38,26 | On stands, free space
Proac Studio 100 699 |- 87 |8 150 20,40,25 | Stand mount Seendor SP3/1 890 | 2x 8 |81 70 40,22,25 | Stand mount, free space
Proac Tablette 3 Sig 779 §= 87 8 100 16,28,23 | Stand mount s - - ™ X .
Proac Response One S 999 |- 87 8 100 18,30.23 Listings marked in red (as shown below) are covered in the Hi: hoice Directory. :
Proac Response Two 1634 |- 88 | 8 | 150 23.45,28 Audiolab 8000A 450 Int N 60  MMMCIT,3T Y N 45836 Preout/main in
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SEVENOAKS HI FI

DISPLAY &
DEMONSTRATIONS

The moment you step through
the door of a Sevenoaks Hi Fi
branch you're going to be
better looked after. With over
21 years experience in Hi Fi,
Video and TV retail, we're here
to make sure you get the
equipment that best suits your
needs and your budget.

You'll find a wide range of
products with the emphasis on
quality rather than country of
origin. Not only is everything
we sell on display, but it's also
available for demonstration.
Each of our branches has
dedicated demonstration
facilities to help you enjoy
choosing your equipment.

If you thought this level of
service might be expensive -
you'd be wrong. Our prices
are the most competitive
around and our added value
offers famous throughout the
industry.

AFTER SALES
CARE

Each Sevenoaks Hi Fi

branch is served by our
dedicated Central Service
Department. Approved by
all the leading
manufacturers, our team of
fully trained engineers are
capable of repairing 99% of
all faults - in our own
workshops. Once the repair
is complete we give you a

3 month warranty. The kind
of back up you'd expect from
one of the leading
independent Hi Fi retailers in
the country.

PRICE PROMISE

We always try to ensure
that our prices are
competitive. However, in
the unlikely event a
competitor advertises an
identical product as
available from stock at a
lower price, even in a sale,
we will match that price!

Added value offers not available on
price match.

% FINANCE
We offer 0% finance
on a wide range of
Hi Fi & A/V separates.
Package 1: 10% deposit
followed by 6 equal monthly
payments. Example: Cost
£600. Deposit £60 plus 6
payments of £90.
Package 2: 25% Deposit
followed by 9 equal
monthly payments.
Package 3: 50% Deposit
followed by 12 equal
monthly payments.

All Options: Minimum
balance £400.

Subject to status. 0% APR.
Personal shoppers only.

Written details on request.

SUGGESTED SYSTEMS

VINYL/CD REPLAY
FROM A QUALITY
HI Fl SEPARATES

DUAL CS435

TURNTABLE
WHAT HI FI?
2.2 8 8.8 4

PHILIPS
CD710

CD PLAYER
BARGAIN!

o®

SYSTEM...

PIONEER A103
AMPLIFIER

Wide range linear circuit ensures,
lively, dynamic presentation

JPW MINIM SPEAKERS
Fast, dry bass which never goes
missing

WHAT HI FI? x%xx*x

£249°

RRP £}46.°°

CD REPLAY
FROM A QUALITY
HI FI1 SEPARATES
SYSTEM...

MARANTZ CD63
CD PLAYER
Exceptional performance,
excellent value

WHAT HI FI? *x % %%

MARANTZ PM44SEMKI
AMPLIFIER

Breathes life into most music
WHAT HI FI? 93/94 AWARDS
WINNER * % *x %

JPW MINIM SPEAKERS
Fast, dry bass which never goes
missing

WHAT HI FI? *%x%x*x

£369"

RRP £530.00

CD REPLAY FROM
AN 'AUDIOPHILE'
HI Fl SEPARATES
SYSTEM...

TEAC CDP3500 CD
PLAYER

Expressive, confident, pacey,
natural presentation

WHAT HI FI? %% %%

ROTEL RA960BXMKII
AMPLIFIER

Detailed, aggressive presentation,
good phono stage

HI Fl WORLD Recommended

MISSION 760i
SPEAKERS

SOUND WHAT HI FI? x k%%
BUILD WHAT HI FI? %% %%

COMPATABILITY WHAT HI FI? **x % %%
VALUE WHAT HI FI? xXxx%x*x

£399"

RRP £ 0.00

Senior and Junior sales staff
required at several locations
due to further expansion ~ If
you're interested in a career
with a progressive Hi Fi
retailer, contact Kim or
Maxine on (0732) 455911

NB. Regrettably, we are unable to offer
0% finance on any of these systems

CLAIM A FREE

PAIR OF AUDIO

TECHNICA

FREE HEADPHONES
WORTH £40 WITH
ALL PURCHASES

\ OF SEPARATES

OVER £500

16 BRANCHES NATIONWIDE




THE SPECIALIST

HI FI PRODUCT SELECTION

AMPLIFIERS
Arcam Alpha 5

Arcam Alpha 6 B Stock
Arcam Delta 290 B Stock

Arcam Alpha 6

Arcam Delta 290P

Arcam Delta 290 Inc remote
Aura VA80

Aura VA100 Il Black

A 0C - Hl (Ex Dem)
A DOA - 11 (Ex Demi
Ac OP - It (Ex Dem,
AL DOM -1t (Ex Dem)

Audiolab 8000C - 94
Audiolab 8000A - 94
Audiolab 8000P - 94
Audiolab 8000M 94 (each)
Audiolab 8000 P

Cyrus PSXR

Cyrus Power

Cyrus il

Cyrus Pre

Denon PMA250III
Denon PMA350I!
Denon PMA480R
Denon PMA450 SE
Exposure

Kenwood KA1060
Kenwood KA2060R

Kenwood KA3020SE

Marantz PM44 Mki SE 2/(@

Marantz PM44 Mkl SE
Meridian 501 Pre
Meridian 555 Pwr
Meridian 551

Michell

Musical Fid A1 Ltd. Ed.
Musical Fid A1000
Musical Fid E100
Musical Fid E200 Pre
Musical Fid E300 Pwr
Musical Fid F22
Musical Fid F15

Nad 310

Nad 302

Nad 304

Pioneer A103
Pioneer A203
Pioneer A300X
Pioneer A400X

Quad 306

Quad 34

Quad 606 (Ex Dem)
Quad 77
Quad 66 inc Rl (Ex Dem)

Quad 606

Quad 66 inc Rl
Rotel RA930AX Il
Rotel RA930BX
Rotel RA935BX Il

Rotel RA9GOBX 1l £269

Rotel RC970BX I

Rotel RB970BX ||
Technics SUA600K
Technics SUA700K
Technics SUASOOMKkII K
Yamaha AX380

MINI/MICROS

Aiwa, JVC, Sony, Technics & Kenwood

Denon D65 Ex Speakers
Denon D90 Ex Speakers
Denon D110 Ex Speakers
Denon D250 Ex Speakers
Denon DF10 Ex Speakers

Kenwood HD600 Ex Speakers

TUNER AMPS

Denon DRA365RD
Denon DRAS545RD

Marantz SR53 £/2{43

Nad 705
CASSETTE / DCC

£ 229.95

£ 269.00
£ 389.00

£ 329.95
£ 399.95
£ 479.95
£279.95
£ 349.95

£ 369.00
£379.00
£ 519.00
£ 559.00

£ 459 .95
£ 479.95
£ 649.95
£ 699.95

£ 799.95
£ 299.95

£ 649.00

£ 689.95
£ 862.95
£ 149.95
£ 199.95
£ 249.95

Aiwa ADF450 (£25 Tape Voucher) £ 119.95

Aiwa ADF850

Aiwa ADWX727
Denon DRM540
Denon DRM740
Denon DRS640
Denon DRW760
Kenwood KXW4060
Kenwood KX3060

Marantz DD82DCC

Nad 602
Nakamichi DR1
Nakamichi DR2

Nakamichi DR3 £269

Pioneer CTS430S
Pioneer CTS630S
Pioneer CTS830S
Pioneer CTWS503R

Prices include VAT and were correct at time o

£ 599.95
£359.00
£ 199.95
£ 299.95

£ 499.95
£ 179.95

without prior notice. E&OE

Pioneer CTW603RS
Pioneer CT95

Sony TCKA411 3-Head  £499 £ 139.00
Sony TCKe11S Dolby § £ 229.00
Sony TOWR ‘5' win

Technics RSBX £ 179.95

£ 229.95
£999.95

Technics RSTR373K £ 179.95
Technics RSTR474K £ 199.95
Yamaha KX380 £ 169.95
Yamaha KX580 £249.95
Yamaha KXwW482 £ 249.95

AUDIO VISUAL

Wide range available see our AV AD.

SPEAKERS

B&W DM600I £ 189.95
B&W DM610i £ 249.95
B&W DM620i £ 429.95
B&W 805 £ 894.95
B&W 804 £1495.95
B&W Solid Monitor £ 159.00
Castle Trent Il £ 199.95
Castle Durham 900 £ 279.95
Castle York £ 399.95
Castle Severn £ 499.95
Castle Chester |l £ 699.95
Castle Howard £999.95
Celestion 3 Mk Il £129.95
Celestion 5 Mk Il £ 169.95

SPW Minim €5 £ 59.00

JPW Sonata Vinyl £ 99.95
Kef Reference Model One £1199.95
Kef Q10 £ 199.95
Kef Q30 £ 349.95
Kef Q50 £ 499.95
Kef R105 Bik £2269 £1295.00
Meridian A500 £ 694.95
Mission 731 £ 129.95
Mission 732 £ 199.95
Mission 733 £ 299.95
Mission 734 £ 429.95
Mission 735 £ 599.95

WE WON'T BE
BEATEN ON
PRICE.

- CHECK OUT OUR PRICE
PROMISE OPPOSITE

Mission 751 (R/Wood add £29) £ 299.95
Mission 752 (R/Wood add £79) £ 499.95
Mission 753 (R’"Wood add £99) £ 699.95

Mission 760i £499 £ 99.00
Mission 760iSE £ 149.95
Mission 780SE £230.95

Mon Audio 1 Gold Il (R"Wood + £20) £ 199.95
Mon Audio 14 Gold Il (R”"Wood + £50) £ 499.95

Mordaunt Short MS10 £ 139.95
Mordaunt Short MS20 £ 189.95
Nad 801 £ _99.95
Nad 804 £ 329.95
Pink Triangle Ventrical £ 899.95
Proac P.OA.
Quad ESL 63 £2859.95
Quad Gradient SW63 £1699.95
Roksan Ojan 3 £ 895.95
Ruark Swordsman Plus Il £ 299.95
Ruark Sabre £ 384.95
Ruark Templar £ 479.95
Ruark Talisman I £ 699.95
Ruark Paladin £1099.95
Ruark Crusader Il £1499.95
Ruark Equinox £1749.95
Systym 931 £ 299.95
Systym 935 £ 399.95
Systym 939 £ 699.95
Tannoy Profile 631 £ 149.95
Tannoy Profile 632 £189.95
Tannoy Profile 633 £319.95
Tannoy Profile 636 £419.95
Tannoy Profile 637 £ 499.95
Tannoy Profile 638 £ 599.95
TDL NEM £119.95
TDL NFM2 £ 179.95
TDL RTL2 (black) Claim £30 Cable £ 299.95
TDL RTL3 £ 399.95
TDL RTL4 £ 649.95
TDL Studio 0.5 £ 499.95
TDL Studio 1 £ 699.95
TURNTABLES

Dual CS435inc. cart £348 £ 99.00
Dual CS 503.2 inc. cart £ £1

Dual CS 505.4 inc. cart £ 59.00
Michell P.O.A.
Nad 5120 inc. cart £119.95
Nad 533 inc. cart £ 199.95
Pink Triangle P.O.A

All prices are valid until
at least January 31st, 1995

Project 0.5 inc. cart £ 14495
Project 1 inc. cart £184.95
Project 6.1 ex cart £ 379.95
Project 6.1 inc. cart £ 43495
Technics SL1210 1l £ 449.95
TUNERS

Arcam Alpha 5 £219.95
Audiolab 8000T £ 699.95
Cyrus FM7 £ 399.95
Denon TU260L £119.95
Denon TU380RDS £ 189.95
Kenwood KT 1060L £119.95
Kenwood KT2060L £ 149.95
Meridian 504 £ 624.95
Musical Fid E500 £ 499.95
Nad 402 £ 169.95
Pioneer F203 RDS £ 129.95
Pioneer F303 RDS £ 179.95
Pioneer F502 RDS £ 249.95
Quad 66FM £ 532.95
Quad 66FM (Ex Dem) £ 399‘00
Rotel RT940AX £ 189.95
Rotel RT950BX £ 219.95
Sony STS311RDS £45 £159.00
Yamaha TX480L £ 139:95

CD PLAYERS

Aiwa XC300
Arcam Alpha One £ 299.95
Arcam Alpha 5+ inc Ixos 104 £ 469.95

Arcam Black Box 50 £ 449.95
Arcam Black Box 500 749.95
Arcam Delta 250 Transport £ 749.95
Arcam Delta 270 £ 799.95

Audio Alchemy DAC in th& M  £199.95
Claim £20 CD Voucher ‘

Audiolab 8000 CDM £1249.95
Audiolab 8000 DAC £ 749.95
Cyrus DAD7 £ 899.95
Denon DCD615 £ 179.95
Denon DCD825 £219.95
Denon DCM340 Multi £ 299.95
Kenwood DP2060 £ 159.95
Kenwood DP3060 £ 199.95
Kenwood DPR4060 Multi £ 199.95
Marantz CD10 £1199.95

Marantz CD52ISE  £295 £229.00
Marantz CD10 Factory Re-packs £ 899.00

Marantz CD53 £ 199.95
Marantz CD63 £ 249.95
Marantz CD63SE £349.95
Meridian 563 DAC £ 749.95
Meridian 506 £ 874.95
Meridian 500 Transport £1094.95
Meridian 508 £1474.95
Musical Fid E600 £ 599.95
Musical Fidelity FCD £1499.95
Nad 501 £179.95
Nad 502 £229.95
Nad 513 Multi £ 269.95

Philips CD 710 (£30 CD Voucher) £ 119.95

Pink Triangle Cardinal Transport £ 749.95
Pink Triangle Ordinal £ 789.95

Pink Triangle Da Capo £1449.95
Pioneer PD203 £ 159.95
Pioneer PDF100H Multi £ 599.95
Pioneer PDM603 Multi £ 249.95
Pioneer PDS503 £ 199.95
Pioneer PDS703 £249.95
Pioneer PDS802 £ 349.95
Pioneer PDM703 Multi £ 299.95
Quad 67 £ 824.95
Quad 67 CD (Ex Dem) £659.00

Roksan ATT/DP2 Mkl Transpbrt £1294.95

Rotel RCD930AX £ 199.95
Rotel RCD940BX £ 249.95
Rotel RCD965BX £ 299.95
Sony CDP715E £ 249.95
Sony CDPM302 £ 129.95
Teac CDP3500 £495 £149.00
Teac D700 Dac £ 599.95
Teac P700 Transport £ 899.95
Teac VRDST1 Transport £ 499.95
Teac VRDS7 £ 599.95

Teac VRDS10 £ 769.95
Teac VRDS20 £1299.95
Technics SLPG360 £ 139.95
Technics SLPG560 £179.95
Technics SLPD667 Multi £179.95
Technics SLPD867 Multi £ 199.95
Yamaha CDX480 £ 199.95
Yamaha CDC 645 Multi £ 279.95

€346 £119.00

0% FINANCE

WE OFFER 0% FINANCE ON A
WIDE RANGE OF HI FI SEPARATES
- SEE EXAMPLES OPPOSITE

SEVENOAKS HI Fi
BRANCHES AT:

London Road R VA3 N [07:1 43
0732 459555
109-113 London Road

BRIGHTON
0273 733338
55 Preston Street

CANTERBURY
0227 462787
20a Lower Bridge St

CHATHAM
0634 846859
4 Railway Street

CHELSEA
071 352 9466
403 Kings Road, SW1

CHELTENHAM
0242 241171
24 Pittville Street

CROYDON
081 665 1203
373 London Road

London Road

ENFIELD
081 342 1973
7 Genotin Road

ESSEX 0376 501733
1 The Grove Centre
Witham

GUILDFORD
0483 36666
73b North Street

LEICESTER
0533 557518
94 Granby Street

OXFORD
0865 241773
41 St Clements

TUNBRIDGE WELLS
0892 531543
28-30 St Johns Rd

WATFORD
0923 213533
478 St Albans Road

WOOLWICH
081 855 8016
162 Powis Street

WORCESTER

0905 612929
2 Reindeer Court

MAIL ORDER 0732 458985

SEVENOAKS HIFI
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SENSATIONAL
SEASONAL SAVINGS

All our seasonal specials are brand new in factory sealed boxes, with full manufacturers
minimum 12 months guarantee on parts and labour. The quantities of stock available on
some of these offers is limited so please call your local branch before travelling.

CD REPLAY FROM A
QUALITY HI FI
SEPERATES
SYSTEM...

AIWA XC 300 CD PLAYER
Enjoyable, neatlty styled, well equipped
WHAT HI FI? %% %

MARANTZ PM44SEMKA1
AMPLIFIER

Breathes life into most music
WHAT HI FI? 1993/4
AWARD WINNER **x*x*x

MISSION 760i SPEAKERS
SOUND WHAT HI FI? x %k %%
BUILD WHAT HI FI? x%x%*x
COMPATABILITY WHAT HI FI? %% %%
VALUE WHAT HI FI? x %% %%

RRP £480 00

CD REPLAY FROM A
TRUE 'AUDIOPHILE'
HI FI SEPERATES
SYSTEM...

99

TEAC CDP3500

CD PLAYER

Expressive, confident, pacey, natural
presentation

WHAT HI FI? * %% %

ROTEL RA960BXMKII
AMPLIFIER

Detailed, aggressive presentation,
good phono stage

HI FI WORLD Recommended

TDL RTL2 (BLACK)
SPEAKERS

WHAT HI FI? x %% %%

Entralling, room-filling and rhythmic

RRP £860 o0

casserrepeck [l aweurien | sreaxens [l casserre oeck [l casserTe peck

Rotel
Sony TCWR635S

"Detailed, aggressive
presentation, good phono

RA960BXMK2 FPW Minim

"Fast, dry bass which never

Technics RSBX501

" Crisp lively sound, lots of

Sony TCK611S

"Best cassette player in
1993/4".

"Twin cassette with Dolby S stage” goes missing " features"”
- WHAT HI FI?
Recording". HI FI WORLD WHAT HiF12 o e AWARD WINNER
Recommended 1993/4 *x*xk%x*x
WAS WAS . WAS
e200 £199.00 cre £59.00 pair £179.95 co00 £249.00
CD PLAYER m CASSETTE DECK CASSETTE DECK
7 Mission 7601 : Audio Alchemy
Top Name " ) , Sony TCK411 Aiwa ADF450 DAC-IN-THE-BOX
CD Player-, pepnr:Sr;mvaet%:Tcntmg “When used for making "Bargain Cassette Deck". "Marvel of modern
" An absolute bargain at T regordmgs, reproductlonlls CLAIM £25 TAPE technology and sound™.
this price". BEST BUY faithful, 3 Head System" VOUCHER WHAT HI FI? AWARD
WINNER 1994/5 * % k% %
WAS . WAS CLAM
W 9000 = 13000 £119.95 % r199.95

Sony STS311 RDS
"1993/4 Best Tuner".

WHAT HI FI?
AWARD WINNER
1993/4 x*x k*x*

exc

WHAT HI FI?

Marantz CD63SE

“Stunning sound,

Arcam Alpha 5+ CD
"Sound quality that will keep
it in the best sellers list".

CLAIM IXOS 104
INTERCONNECT FREE

eptional value for
money"

* % %k ok k

SELECTED SYSTEMS

TDL RTL2
(black)

"Enthralling, room-filling
and rhythmic".

CLAIM £30 WORTH
OF SPEAKER CABLE

Yamaha

FREE CENTRE
SPEAKER WITH

£349.95 £469.95

SAVE
UP TO

£149.00 £299.95 pair

Marantz PM44SE MK1

"Powerful presentation yet clear and

with well-balanced, natural character that

breathes life into most music".

WHAT HI FI?
AWARD WINNER
1993/4 **xkk*x

Kef Reference 105/3
(black only)

“Clean, clear, controlled delivery with good
bass depth and impact. Rich tone with
impressive three dimensional sound staging”.

SAVE £1000

subtle,

Teac CDP3500

"Mixture of bitstream good manners and multi-
bits healthy appetite for rock. Expressive,
confident, pacey, natural consistant
presentation”.

WHAT HI FI? % %x%x%

£149.00

WAS
£2205

£1295.00 pair

WAS
£199

£149.00

RE CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS BUT ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE.




EX DISPLAY
Hl FI BARGAINS

It's that time of year again. We're clearing out or replacing lots of demonstration
and display stock at huge savings. Stocks are obviously limited, so you must be
quick to get the best buys. Some products are being cleared never to be seen again,
whilst others are simply demonstration stock rotation. Due to the complexity of
handling so much product at so many of our branches we are asking you to phone
0732 458985 to check availability before making your journey. All products are new
but on display - None are second hand - and sold with full instructions, accessories,
packaging and manufacturers guarantees. If we still have the product you want in
stock when you call we can arrange for it to be delivered to a convenient branch.
This is a genuine, but limited offer - Act now to avoid disappointment.

ARCAM

Alpha 3 Amp £199.00 £ 149.00
Alpha 6 Amp £ 329.00 £ 269.00
Alpha 5 CD (Not+) £ 449.00 £ 349.00
Delta 250 £ 749.00 £ 599.00
Delta 270 £ 799.00 £ 639.00
Delta 290 £ 479.00 £ 389.00
Delta 70.3 £ 649.00 £ 399.00
Black Box 3 £ 359.00 £ 149.00
Black Box 5 £ 399.00 £ 199.00
Black Box 50 £ 449.00 £ 359.00
AIWA

ADF450 £119.00 £ 89.00
LCX10 £ 399.00 £ 299.00
LCX9 £ 349.00 £ 264.00
NSX340 £ 299.00 £ 224.00
ALBARRY

AP 4 £ 349.00 £ 264.00

ALPHASON RACKS
OLD RANGE
ALL 1/2 RRP

AUDIOLAB

8000A-91 £ 479.00 £ 379.00
8000C-91 £ 459.00 £ 369.00
8000M Each £ 699.00 £ 559.00
8000P-91 £ 649.00 £ 519.00
AURA

VA100 Mk 1 £329.00 £ 229.00
CD50 £399.00 £ 279.00
B&O

BC7000 £ 800.00 £ 559.00
CD7000 £ 800.00 £ 559.00
RL1000 £215.00 £ 149.00
RL6000 £870.00 £ 609.00
Penta 3 £2375.00 £1664.00
LABLCS9000 £900.00 £ 629.00
Vox Cona £ 200.00 £ 139.00
BC2500 inc Spkrs  £1700.00 £1189.00
BC9300 inc Spkrs  £1500.00 £1049.00
BG7000 £555.00 £ 389.00
B&W

Centrale £ 149.00 £ 104.00
Theatro £ 299.00 £ 209.00
804 £1495.00 £1049.00
805 £894.00 £ 624.00
DM600 £ 189.00 £ 144.00
DM610 £ 249.00 £ 189.00
DM620 £ 429.00 £ 324.00
Team Solid £ 139.00 £ 99.00
Solid Bass £ 349.00 £ 244.00
Team Bass £ 159.00 £ 104.00
Twin Bass £ 229.00 £ 159.00
CASTLE

Chester Mk1 £ 649.00 £ 399.00
CELESTION

CEL1 £109.00 £ 69.00
DENON

PMA450SE £269.00 £ 214.00
PMA480 £219.00 £ 174.00
DRS610 £199.00 £ 139.00
DRS810 £299.00 £ 209.00
DRW760 £249.00 £ 199.00
DCD1290 £329.00 £ 229.00
D-250 Ex Spkrs £929.00 £ 744.00
EXPOSURE

EXP15MM £ 724.00 £ 544.00
EXP17 £ 774.00 £ 579.00
EXP18 £ 749.00 £ 564.00
EXP20 £ 62400 £ 469.00
EXP6 £ 499.00 £ 374.00
EXP4 £1799.00 £1349.00
GOODMANS (B Stock)

GSA360 £109.00 £ 59.00
GCD360 £ 99.00 £ 59.00
GCD600 £ 109.00 £ 59.00
GCD650 £109.00 £ 69.00
GCD658 £169.00 £ 79.00

ALL PRICES ARE

GSP360 £ 5400 £ 29.00
GSP600 £ 54.00 £ 29.00
GSP650 £ 59.00 £ 29.00
HEYBROOK

Prima £129.00 £ 89.00
JAMO

Centre 100 £ 139.00 £ 99.00
SW150 £199.00 £ 139.00
JvcC

Adagio S50R £ 499.00 £ 374.00
Adagio S60R £ 599.00 £ 449.00
Adagio C33 £ 449.00 £ 339.00
Ux-Cc7 £ 359.00 £ 269.00
UX-A4 £ 349.00 £ 264.00
W58CD £ 499.00 £ 374.00
KEF

70S £299.00 £ 239.00
Q60 £419.00 £ 199.00
101/2 £ 499.00 £ 249.00
102/2 £ 749.00 £ 349.00
103/4 £1199.00 £ 699.00
107/2 £3695.00 £1899.00
104/2 £1595.00 £ 799.00
105/3 £2295.00 £1199.00
KENWOOD

KA1060 £139.00 £ 124.00
KA2060 £ 169.00 £ 154.00
KX3060 £ 169.00 £ 154.00
KXW4060 £179.00 £ 164.00
DP2060 £ 159.00 £ 144.00
DP3060 £199.00 £ 179.00
DPR4060 £199.00 £ 179.00
KT1060L £ 119.00 £ 109.00
KT2060L £ 149.00 £ 134.00
MARANTZ

PM32 £139.00 £ 99.00
PM53 £ 249.00 £ 174.00
PM54SE £ 299.00 £ 209.00
CD10 £1199.00 £ 849.00
SYS1010 £ 899.00 £ 629.00
SYS1020 £ 999.00 £ 699.00
PM44SE Mk1 £ 199.00 £ 124.00
CDS52IISE £ 299.00 £ 189.00
DD 82 £399.00 £ 179.00
SR 53 £ 269.00 £ 179.00
ST40L £ 139.00 £ 99.00
MISSION

761i £ 179.00 £ 109.00
MONITOR AUDIO

Monitor 7 £ 299.00 £ 209.00
Mon 201 £ 299.00 £ 209.00
Mon 202 £449.00 £ 314.00
SW200 £ 299.00 £ 209.00
MORDAUNT SHORT

CsS-1 £114.00 £ 79.00
Decoder £ 299.00 £ 209.00
SW-1 £ 149.00 £ 104.00
MS10 £139.00 £ 94.00
MUSICAL FIDELITY

A1 Mkl £ 329.00 £ 199.00
CDTC £ 549.00 £ 329.00
The Preamp £ 219.00 £ 134.00
T1 MKkl £299.00 £ 179.00
NAD

NAD306 f 349.00 £ 244.00
NAD802 £229.00 £ 159.00
NAKAMICHI

DR1 £ 849.00 £ 679.00
DR2 £ 599.00 £ 479.00
DR3 £399.00 £ 319.00

PIONEER
A203

A300X
A400X
CTS430S
CTS630S
A400
CTWS503R
F203
PROJECT
Project 6 inc cart
QLN
Signature
REGA

RB250

RB300
ROGERS
LS2A/2
LS4A/2
ROKSAN
ATT-DP2.P
ATT-DP2
ROK-DA1
OJAN3

Tabriz
ROTEL
RA930AX Mk 1
RA935BX Mk1
RA940BX
RCD945AX
RB970BX Mk1
RB980BX Mk1
RC970BX Mk1
RT930AX

£ 149.00
£ 229.00
£ 299.00
£ 199.00
£ 299.00
£ 279.00
£179.00
£ 129.00

£ 435.00
£ 699.00

£ 94.00
£ 146.00

£ 249.00
£ 329.00

£1495.00
£1295.00
£ 494.00
£ 899.00
£ 230.00

£ 175.00
£225.00
£ 249.00
£ 229.00
£ 225.00
£ 450.00
£ 149.00
£ 175.00

RUARK ACOUSTICS

Rhapsody

£ 799.00

£ 129.00
£ 194.00
£ 254.00
£ 169.00
£ 254.00
£ 239.00
£ 154.00
£ 109.00

£ 349.00
£ 299.00

£ 49.00
£ 99.00

£ 174.00
£ 229.00

£1049.00
£ 909.00
£ 344.00
£ 629.00
£ 164.00

£ 399.00

SENNHEISER HEADPHONES
HD55, HD250l11, HD480OCLII,
HD520l11, HD530lIl, HD540l1

HD560I1l - 1/2 RRP
SONY
TCK511S £249.00 £ 149.00
CDP711 £ 249.00 £ 139.00
TCK411 £ 199.00 £ 124.00
STS311 £ 199.00 £ 144.00
TCK611S £ 299.00 £ 224.00

STAX HEADPHONES
20% OFF RRP ON ALL
DISPLAY MODELS

PARTINGTON SPEAKER
STANDS & RACKS

1/2 RRP
PHILIPS
DCC300 £179.00 £ 124.00
DCC600 £ 199.00 £ 139.00
DCC900 £ 199.00 £ 139.00

TDL

RTL-1

TEAC

V600
CDP4500
P700
TECHNICS
SLPG440AK
SLPJ2BAK
SLBD22ZK
THORENS
TD280IV inc cart
WHARFEDALE
Modus Cube
Modus Micro
Modus Mini
Modus Sub
YAMAHA
AX380
AX570
KXwW482
CDC645
CDX480
CDX870
NS10M
TX480L

£ 199.00

£ 149.00
£ 279.00
£ 899.00

£ 169.00
£ 149.00
£ 159.00

199.00

69.00
99.00
129.00
139.00

HHHhH (a2}

£ 199.00
£ 289.00
£ 249.00
£ 279.00
£199.00
£ 329.00
£ 259.00
£ 139.00

£ 149.00

£ 89.00
£ 139.00
£ 629.00

£ 119.00
£ 129.00
£ 119.00

£ 159.00

49.00
69.00
89.00
99.00

159.00
234.00
199.00
224.00
159.00
264.00
209.00
114.00

MMM MMM Mm

ALL THESE EX
DISPLAY
PRODUCTS
MUST BE
CLEARED AT
CRAZY PRICES.

ALL ARE IN
GOOD
CONDITION
WITH FULL
INSTRUCTIONS,
ACCESSORIES,
PACKING AND
GUARANTEE.

BUT HURRY AS
STOCKS ARE
VERY LIMITED.

PLEASE CALL
BEFORE
TRAVELLING.

STOCK
AVAILABILITY
HOTLINE

0732 458985

STOP PRESS

SENNHEISER
HD440l11

BEST BUY -
BRAND NEW
SEALED BOX

WAS £35.00

NOW
£24.95

SEVENOAKS HIFI



Key to loudspeakers Sens - output at given power input " . A .
Price - typical retail, to nearest evel, Key to recievers video signal routing.
i Impedance - in ohms. Power - maxi- Price - typical retail, to nearest pound. Remote - control. .
ype - 2x, 3x etc - number of indepen- mum recommended amplifier output. A/V - minimum requirements - Qolby Size - width x height x depth in cm.
dent drive units, Pt - ported, IB - Size - width x height x depth in cm. Surround/Pro-Logic circuitry. - i
sealed, Active - dedicated active Power - watts/channel, both channels Products highlighted in red have been
crossover, needs amps for each dri- Products highlighted in red have been driven RMS 8ohms, 20Hz - 20kHz. tested in Hi-Fi Choice. Please refer to
ver, ABR - auxiliary bass radiator, Sub tested in Hi-Fi Choice. Please refer to Wavebands - FM, L - long wave, M - The Directory for full test results.
- subwoofer, Uni-Q - KEF prop. coaxial The Directory for full test results. medium wave,
drive unit, Horn - horn loading, MC - Presets - number thereof.
moving coil, ESL - electrostatic, CC - In/outputs - MM/MC - "“?V'"%
coupled cavity, Hybrid - dynamic coil/moving magnet, L - line, T - tape,
bass/ESL or ribbon top. V - audio input or tape circuit with
T r |z g g
Model g Size Special Model g |'E g 3 § size Special
OUDSPEAKER LOUDSPEAKERS
Spendor SP2/3 1100 | 28,55,33 | On stands, free space Wharfedale Modus One-Tjree439 | 3xPt 90 8 150 22,109,29 | Floor standing
Spendor SP1/2 1430 30,63,30 | Stand mount, free space Wilson X1 Grand Slam 0}3x - 94 - - - Three-way reference
Spendor SP7/1 2000 85,30,35 | Floor standing Wilson WAP Puppy 5 5500 | Sub 91 - - - Passive sub for WATTs
MSPIOO 2230 37,70,43 | Classic monitor, free space Wilson WAP Puppy I 5600 | Sub 91 - - 25,53,35 | Passive subwoofer for WATT
MSPQ/I 3300 106,37,44 | Floor standing monitor Wilson WATT Ill 7700 §2x 91 - 27,31,36
Spica TC50 33,39,29 | Free space, on stands Wilson WHOW Il 12500 | Sub 98 - - 88/65,36 | Active subwoofer for WATT
Spica TC50SE ~ 1 33,39,29 | Free space, on stands Yamaha NS-C80 99 |- 90 6 80 14,4517
Spica TC50SEX 33.39.29 | Free space, on stands Yamaha NS-E80 120 |- 9 |6 ] 5 27,207
Spica Angelus 1295 | 53,117,26 | Free space, floor standing Yamaha NS-C110 149 | - 90 6 120 15,47,18
Tannoy 631 19,34,15 | Advanced 'silent' enc Yamaha NS10M 250 |- 90 8 100 21,38,20
Tannoy 632 51,43,27 ZYPAI 199 | 1B 88 8 50 14,22,12 | Wall mount
Tannoy 633 29,75,28 ZYP AT 219 | B 88 8 50 14,22,12 | Magnetically shielded
Tannoy Subsat3 11,16,9 Subsat system with ICT tech ZYP A2S 299 | 2xiB 88 8 50 22,14,12 | Studio nearfield monitor
Tﬂ!ﬂ 636 29,75,28
Tannoy 637 33,86,32 s 5
Tannoy 625 58,49,45 | Servo, current drive subwoofer g 5 §
Tannoy 638 33,96,32 3 z g g g 3 g
Tannoy D100 25,36,22 | 6.5 inch Dual Concentric Model L Size Special
Tannoy D500 1470 } 31,93,34 | 8 inch Dual Concentric
Tannoy Sterling TW 1750 |4 48,70,31 Denon DRA-365RD 250 IN §45 | FMM 24 |MM.3L1T Y | 44,12,32 | System remote
T 0700 2100 | 37,99,36 | 10 inch Dual Concentric Denon DRA-545RD 320 IN J60 JFMM  J24 IMM3L2T Y ]44,12,32 | RDS
Tannoy Edinburgh TW 2700 66,102,42 Denon AVR-1000 520 |y j70 JFMM  J16 MM.2L.2T Y ] 44,15,33 | Auto input balance
Tannoy GRFM TW 3500 80,100,48 Dual CR3000RS 200 N J55 | FMML |30 [MM.A4L.2T Y ] 44,14,30 | System component
i ¢ Canf 127 5500 58,90,43 Grundig R210 150 IN |50 JFMM,L |59 |MM,5L Y | 36,12,30 | Gain switch, remote
Tannoy Westminster TW | 6000 - Grundig R2 250 IN |50 JFMML |59 JMM,5L Y ] 44,14,30 | RDS, Radio text, remote
Tannoy Canterbury 15~ | 7000 68,110,48 Harman-Kardon HK3300 | 379 N {20 | FM.M - IMM3L2T Y | 45,13,35
Tannoy Westminster Roya 13500 98,139,56 Harman-Kardon HK3400 | 499 N {35 | FM.M - mm3Lar Y ]451335
TOL Near Field Monitor 18,30,17 Harman-Kardon HK3500 | 699 |N |50 | FM.M - |MMaL2T ¥ ]45.13.35
TDL RTL2 20,73,22 | Reflex transmission line Harman-Kardon HK3600 | 799 IN §75 | FMM - MM,4L,2T Y ] 45,1335
TDL RTL3 20,90,37 | Reflex transmission line Harman-Kardon AVR-30 | 999 |Y |50 | FM\M 16 IMM.3L,3T,6V | Y | 45,13,35] Dolby Pro Logic
TDL Studio 0.5 20,62,30 | Transmission line JVC RX-212XBK 200 N §50 JFMML J40 |MM3LIT Y | 44,13,34 | 4ch surround
TOL Studio 1 23,77,33 | Transmission line bass JVC RX-308BK 230 IN }70 fFMML J40 MM, 3LIT Y | 44,13,34 | 4 channel surround
TOL Studio 0.75m 29,67,31 | Metal dome tweeter JVC RX-508VBK 350 fY §50 JFMML J40 JMM,1L,3T Y ] 44,13,34 ] 5¢ch Dolby Pro Logic
TDL Studio 1m 23,77,34 | Metal drivers JVC RX-808VBK 570 {Y }70 JFMML J40 |MM,1L3T Y ] 44,16,40 ] 5ch Dolby Pro Logic
TDL Reference Monitor | 1999 30,119,47 | Transmission line Kenwood KR-A4060 230 IN 180 | FMM 20 JMM,3L.2T Y | 44,13,33 | RDS
Teac LSX8 11,18,11 Kenwood KR-V6060 350 |y j100 | FMM  J20 jMM,3L.2T Y | 44,15,40 | Dolby Pro Logic, RDS
Teac SW1 | 17,44,30 | Coaxial, shielded Kenwood KR-V7050 400 |Y §100 | FM,M 20 |MM,3L,2T Y | 44,15,40 | Dolby Pro Logic, RDS
Teac S300 17,2417 Marantz SR-63 330 IN §80 | FMM.L 30 MM3LIT Y ]43,14,34
Technics SB-CS55 25,43,25 | Shelf/stand, shielded Marantz SR-73 599 |Y |75 | FMM 30 |MM,3L3T Y ] 43,15,38 | Dolby Pro Logic
Technics SB-CS75 27,49,25 | Composite mica cone mid Marantz SR-82 899 |Y }75 |FMM 30 |MM,3L,2T Y | 43,17,43 | Dolby Pro Logic, multi-room
Technics SB-CS95 29,54,25 | Composite mica cone mid NAD 701 259 IN J25 fFMM |24 IMM2LIT Y-
Technics SB-EX2 24,48,29 | Composite mica cone mid NAD 705 329 N {40 | FMM 39 |MM.2L.2T Y-
Technics SB-EX3 24,60,29 | Mica diaphragms, separate LF b Philips FR940 450 |Y 1100 | FMML |30 |MM.4L 4T Y | 44,14,30 | Dolby Pro Logic
Technics SB-EX7 29,85,32 | Mica diaphragms, separate LF b Pioneer SX-203RDS 200 IN §35 |FMM 30 jMM2L,2T Y | 42,14.29 | RDS tuner
Technics SB-MX100D 2000 | 23,47,34 | Floor standing, separate LF ba Pioneer SX-303RDS 250 IN {50 | FMM 30 |MM,2L2T Y | 42,14,34 | RDS tuner
Technics SB-MX200D 4000 | 35,91,43 | Mica bass/tweeter Pioneer VSX-452 400 Y §50 JFM,M 30 {MM,2L.2T,2V | Y | 42,14,35 | Dolby Pro-Logic
Totem Model One 17,31,23 Sansui RZ790 250 IN §30 | FMM 30 JMMm,2L.2T Y
Triangle Titus E ] 20,2532 Sansui RZ-3500 Il 370 IN {30 | FMM 30 |MMm.2L2T Y
Triangle Comete E 22,28,40 | Suits low powered valve amps Sherwood RX1010 120 IN {30 | FM\M - MM,2L,1T N
Triangle Scalene E "] 84,22,22 | Suits for low power valve amp Sherwood RV5030R 330 |Y {80 JFMML |- MM, 4L 4T Y Dolby Pro Logic
Triangle Norma 26,84,25 | Suits low power valve amp Sherwood RV6030R 400 |Y §100 | FMML |- MM,4L,4T Y
Triangle Alcante 22,100,22 | Suits low power valve amp Sony STRD311 230 |Y |60 JFMML 30 |MM.2L.2T Y | 43,14,30 | System remote
Triangle Icare 1350 99,22,28 Sony STRD511 280 |Y J50 JFMML 30 jmm3L2T Y | 43,14,30 | Dolby Pro Logic
Triangle Calisto 1850 104,22,22 Sony STRD611 330 |y }60 | FMML J30 |MMm3L2T Y ] 43,14,30 | Dolby Pro Logic
Tl_iﬂgle Altair 2450 | ] 35,120,30 Proprietary tweeter Teac AG-V3020 450 Y 95 FM.M 30 |MM,4L,3T Y | 44,16,38 | Dolby Pro Logic
Triangle Octant 3550 | 42,150,19 ] Ultra high sensitivity Technics SA-GX1300L 230 IN }60 | FMML |30 JMM.2L2 ¥ ]43,13.31
UKD Opera 1 ] 20,3325 _| Solid wainut, stand mount Technics SA-GX2300L 270 [v Is0 [rmMmL J30 [mmoLoT Y | 43,13,31 | Non-Dolby
UKD Opera 2 23,35,34 | Solid walnut, stand mount Technics SA-GX350L 330 |y j80 |FMML 30 jMMALIT Y | 43,14,36 | Dolby Pro Logic
UKD Operetta 22,30,26 | Solid mahogany, stand mount Technics SA-GX550L 450 |Y j100 | FMML |30 |MM,3L 1T Y | 43,16,36 | Dolby Pro-Logic
UKD Callas Mahogany 34,22,32 | Solid mahogany, stand mount YYamaha RX-360 240 IN §40 | FMM - MM,3L,1T Y-
UKD Pavarotti ] 23,55,23 | Solid mahogany, stand mount Yamaha RX-V470 400 ¥ §50 | FMM - MM,6L.2T Y Dolby Pro Logic
UKD Callas Walnut : 34,22,32_| Solid walnut, Focal drivers
UKD Diva 1300 | 1 24,39,40 | Solid walnut, stand mount
UKD Caruso 1850 22,97,28 | Solid walnut, floor standing -
Vandersteen 2Ce 1395 41,101,27 | Free standing, phase aligned r:‘: g §
Visonic David 5001 410.17.10 Model I = Size Special
Visonic Sub 4 36.49,31 SYSTEMS
Visonic David 6001 13,20,12 Aiwa LCX-50 250 | CD,R.T 10 - Micro, full remote
Visonic David 8001 16,25,17 Aiwa NSX-270 280 | CD,R,2T 20 - Mini, remote
Wharfedale Centre Cube ] 14,13,12 | Shielded centre speaker Aiwa LCX-60 300 f CD.R,T 25 - Micro, front loading CD
Wharfedale Modus Cube 1 14,1712 | Shielded Aiwa LCX-65 300 § CD,R.T 10 - Micro, inc 25watt subwoofer
Wharfedale CRS3 ] 22,38,17 | Stand/boohshelf mount Aiwa NSX-400 300 J CD,R 25 - Mini, single box, 3-CD player
Wharfedale Diamond 6R 16,27,22 | Stand/bookshelf mount Aiwa NSX-340 300 J CD,R.2T 25 - Mini, 3-CD player
Wharfedale Modus Micro ] 14,2312 | Shielded Aiwa LCX-7 300 J CD,R.T 15 14,24,26 Micro
Wharfedale Modus Centrdg 46,14,12 | Shielded centre speaker Aiwa NSX-430 330 | CD,R.2T 40 - Mini, inc front surround spkrs
Wharfedale Diamond V 18,26,20 | Stand mount, near wall Aiwa NSX-520 350 J CD,R,2T 40 - Mini, 3-CD player
Wharfedale CRS5 1 26,48,20 Aiwa NSX-450G 350 | CD,R,T 25 = Mini, CD Graphics
Wharfedale Modus Mini - ] 14,39,12 | Shielded two-way Aiwa LCX-9 350 | CD,R,T 10 14,24,26 Micro, with 25watt subwoofer
Wharfedale Modus One 22,41,29 | Stand/bookshelf mount Aiwa LCX-70M 370 | CD,R,T 30 - Micro, 7-disc CD player
Wharfedale Modus Sub-bgss 179 57,23,38 | Two channel double tuned sub-w Aiwa Z-650 370 | CD,R,Tu,2T 20 - Midi, 3-CD player
Wharfedale Modus Three 22,57,29 | Stand/bookshelf mount Aiwa NSX-540 400 | CD,R,2T 55 - Mini, front surround spkrs
Wharfedale CRS7 26,60,21 Aiwa Z-1100 400 | CO,R.Tu,2T 30 36,48,35 3 CD player
Wharfedale Modus Five 125 | 22,65,29 | Stand/bookshelf mount Aiwa NSX-550G 430 | CD,R.2T 40 - Mini, CD Graphics
Wharfedale CRS9 299 60 31,80,28 | Floor standing, three way Aiwa D636 450 | CD,R.2T 40 - Mini, 3-CD, front surround
Wharfedale Modus Seven] 339 1&5 1 22,81,20 | Floor standing Aiwa NSX-D737 500 | CD,R,2T 50 - Mini, 4-mode DSP
. Aiwa Z-1700 500 J CD,R.Tu,2T 75 14,24,26 Midi, front surround
Listings marked in red (as shown below) are covered in the Hi-Fi Choice Directory. ~
Vandersteen 2Ce 139 4x 88 7 160  41,101,27 Free standing, phase aligned Alwa 2051001 S ] i (e CD. separates__




Key to systems

Price - typical retail, to nearest
ound.

Sources - CD - compact disc, R - radio

tuner, Tu - turntable, T - cassette

tape,

V - video signal routing (composite

and/or S-Video).

Power - outﬁ‘ut power in watts, per

channel, RMS.

Size - main unit dimensions - width x
height x depth in cm.

Products highlighted in red have been
tested in Hi-Fi Choice. Please refer to
The Directory for full test results.

Key to tuners 3
Price - typical retail, to nearest

ound.
gands - FM - VHF, stereo and hi-fi
capable, M - Medium wave, low quali-
ty, mono, L - Long Wave, low quality,

RDS - Radjo Data System, which pro-
vides station IDs and sometimes
other data on the FM waveband.
Size - width x height x depth in cm.

Products highlighted in red have been

mono, N - Nicam digital TV stereo

sound.

Presets - total number of presets on

all bands.

tested in Hi-Fi Choice. Please refer to
The Directory for full test results.

: i :
Model 8 Special Model 3 8 . | Special
Aiwa Z-D9100M 900 fCDRTu2T | 75 ]8663.35 | Midi Pro Logic inc speakers Pioneer N-100W 499 | CDR2T 100 Double auto-reverse cassette,
Akai MX92 279 | CD.R.2T 25 26,38,24 Pioneer J-300 549 | CDR.2T,Tu 49 - Single play CD with Smart tume
Akai MX92/T 329 } CD,R.P,2T 25 27,46,31 As MX92, with mini turntable Pioneer N-100W/M 549 J CD,R.2T 100 . Multi-play version of N-100W
Akai MX115 399 | CD.R.2T 35 27,39,26 Graphic equaliser Pioneer J-400M 649 | CO,R.2T,Tu 50 = Six-disc multiplay, Dolby Surr
Akai RX590 449 | CD,R.2T.P 38 27,3133 3x CD player, Dolby B Pioneer Impresso-3 749 | CD.RT 35 - Separate components, CD with S
Akai MX115T 449 | CD.R.P,2T 35 27,48,31 As MX115, with mini turntable Pioneer J-500 779 J CD,R.2T,Tu 65 o Dolby Surround, seven band equ
Akai RX590T 499 | CD,R2TP 38 27,40,33 | As RX590, with mini turntable Pioneer J-500M 829 | CD,R.2T,Tu 6 |- Six-disc multiplay version of
Akai RX690 549 | CO,R2T 50 7,40,33 3x CD player, Dolby B&C Pioneer J-V600 879 | CD,R,2T,Tu 65 - Dolby Pro Logic AV system, Mo
Akai RX690T 599 | CD.R.2T.P 50 7,49,33 As RX690 with mini turntable Pioneer Impresso-7 899 | CD,R,T 45 = As Impresso 3, with RDS tuner
Akai RX890 799 | CD.R2T 60 27,42,33 Virtual Room Simulator, RDS Pioneer J-700 999 | CDR,2T,Tu 115 - CD with Stable Platter mechani
Akai MX950 799 | CD.R.2T 65 27,4234 Triple CD, separates Pioneer J-V600LD 1199 J CD,R.2T,Tu 65 L __| Includes PALNTSC LaserDisc pl
Akai RX890T 849 | CD,R.2TP 60 27,5133 As RX690, with mini turntable Samsung SCM6550 230 | CD,R,Tu,2T 5 1353329 | Midi, remote control
Akai RX890 Compo 999 | CD.R2T.P 60 64,78,35 RX890 with stand & AP A950 Samsung MAX335 230 | CD,R,2T . 10} 23,30,30 | Mini, remote control
Akai MX950 Compo 999 | CD.RP.2T 65 64,78,36 As MX950, with speaker stands Samsung SCM8100 300 JCO,RTu2T | 2_9____ 36,37,26 | Midi, remote control
Amstrad MC500 100 J CD.R.T 3 16,2222 | FM,MW 20 presets, bass boost Samsung MAX370 300 | CD,R.2T 20 _;4_@_,_3_2(,34 Mini, remote control
Amstrad Micro 1000 150 | CDRT 5 15,20,26 15 presets, FM, MW, LW Samsung SCM8300 329 | CD,R.Tu,2T 20 36,37,30 | Midi, equaliser, 5 CD carousel
Amstrad Micro 1500 170 JCDRT 5 15,2026 | 20 presets, FM,MW,LW Samsung SCM9100 430 | CD,R,Tu,2T 30 1364729 | Midi, remote control
Amstrad CD3-500 200 | €D,R,2T 5 28,34,30 Three disc CD player, FM, MW Sansui MS6901 420 CD,R,ZT 50 i 16 26.3{
Amstrad Micro 2000 230 fCD.RT 5 17,2823 | 20 presets, FM, MW, LW Sanyo SYS 220 300 § CD,R2T 15 1363637
Amstrad Mini 3000 250 | CD.R.2T 8 26,32,49 | RDS tuner, mic mixing Sanyo MS1 300 | CDRT 25 |22,
Arcam Alpha 5 1200 | CD.R 40 43,23,30 Based on Arcam separates Sanyo DCD10 300 | CD,R,2T 15 27,36,32
Arcam Alpha 6 1300 J CD.R 50 43,23,30 Including Alpha 6 R/C amp Sanyo DC-D15 350 | CD,R,2T 6 1 27,36,32 10 disc CD player
Arcam Delta 2810  CDR.T 75 43,37,34 Fully remote controllable Sanyo DC-D40 400 J CD,R,2T 30 | 273632 10 disc CD player
B&0 Beosystem 7000 245 } CD,R,Tu.T 100 42,833 Components, speakers extra Sanyo SYS915 430 | CD,R,2T 30 1364336 | Four-disc CD player
B&0 BeoSound Century 995 f CD,R,T - 763117 Wall mounted active speakers Sharp Mini C2400 230 J CD,R.2T 10 [ 61,32,31 Remote 3 disc CD changer
B&0 Beocenter Overture | 1100 | CD,R,T - 32,36,16 Audiomaster, replaces 2500 Sharp System-S360E Mk P 230 | CD,R.2T 10 27,3233 | Remote control
B&0 Beocenter 9300 1500 | CBR.T 76,11,34 Sharp Midi COR160E 270 § CD,R,2T 10 76,40,38 X-bass boost feature
B&0 Beosystem 2300 2150 | CD,R - 83,36,16 | As 2500, without cassette Sharp System-S370EMkP 270 JCDR2T | 25 |27,32,33 | Five band equaliser
Denon D-65/8 640 | CD,R.2T 27 wide Includes optional UK speakers Sharp System CD170E 280 |CORTu2T | 1 ' 36,40,36 | Remote control, auto-reverse
Denon D-90/S 740 | COR.Tu,T 30 27 wide RDS, inc optional UK speakers Sharp Mini $3460 300 j CD.R,2T 30 }633230 |3 modeprogrammed equaliser
Denon D-110/8 870 | CD,R,Tu.2T 40 27 wide RDS, inc optional UK speakers Sharp Midi CDR260 300 j CD,R,2T 25 76,40,38 3 mode programmed equaliser
Denon D-250/S 1000 | CD,R.Tu,2T 50 27 wide RDS, inc optional UK speakers Sharp System-Q8E 330 | CD.R.T 12 15,19,26 | Uitra compact
Denon D-F10/S 1150 § CD,R,Tu 1T 50 % All components sold separately Sharp Mini C4450 350 J CD,R,2T 20 63,32,30 3 disc CD changer
Dual MS2600 499 | CD.R.2T 30 27,39.30 Karaoke support Sharp Micro XL12E 399 J CD,RIT 50 48,23,31
Goodmans System 700 600 | CD.R.2T 50 = Sharp Mini $6470 399 | CDR,2T 100 | 63,3230
Grundig MC10 300 j CD.R.T 25 18,36,29 ‘Super Mini', Dolby NR Sony MHC 450 300 J €D,T,Tu,2T 20 222927 Remote, double cass deck
Grundig M10 330 | CD,R2T 22 27.37,34 Five band graphic & full remot Sony MHC 590 330 JeDT w2l | - - Autoreverse
Grundig M20 430 | CD,R.2T 35 25,37,30 Spectrum analyser Sony Compact 190 330 | CDR,Tu,2T 9 35,48,34
Grundig Fine Arts S1 750 | CD,R.2T 50 44,4530 Sony MHC 650 380 J CO,T,Tu,31 35 22,2826 Full remote
Grundig Fine Arts S3 770 | CD.R.2T 50 44,37.30 Separates system Sony Compact 195 380 } CD,R.Tu,2T 9 35,49,41
Grundig Fine Arts S2 890 | CB.R.2T 80 44,4530 Separates system Sony Compact 290 400 | CD,R.Tu,2T 30 354835
Grundig Fine Arts $4 1130 J CD,R,2T 120 | 44,4530 Separates system Sony Compact 295 450 |CD,RTU,2T | 30 | 354941 Full remote
Grundig Fine Arts S5 1300 | CD.R.2T 120 | 44,4130 Separates system Sony MHC C50CD 500 } CD,T,Tu,3T 30 | “%83!32 Five-disc CD
Hitachi AX10 329 | CD.R2T 20 23,29,28 | Inc graphic equaliser Sony MHC 2900 500 § CD,T,Tu,3T 40 222826 | Electronic EQ
Hitachi AX12 350 | €D,R.2T 20 23,34,32 Graphic equaliser Sony Compact 490 500 | CD,R,Tu,2T 40 35,59,36 Five-disc CD
Hitachi AXC10 379 | CD.R.2T 20 23,29,28 6-disc , graphic equaliser Sony MHC C70CD 600 f €D,T,Tu,3T 40 22,39,31 Five-disc CD
JVC Adagio S20 370 | R,CD,2T 30 25,27,35 Live surround Sony Compact Plus 590 600 | CD.R,Tu,2T 60 43,48,39 Five-disc CD, electronic EQ
JVC Midi -W48CD 430 | R,CD,2T 30 36,50,34 Live Surround Sony Compact Plus 695AY 800 | €D, T,Tu,2T Ll @ Full size separates, Dolby P-L
JVC Adagio S30 430 } R.CD.2T 32 25,27,35 Live surround, Karaoke Sony MHC4900 800 | CD,T,Tu,3T 60 }2241,28
JVC Adagio C33 450 J R.CD.2T.V 30 25,3334 Live surround. 7CD disc system Sony MHC 5900AV 1000 J CD,T,Tu,3T 60 2241,28 UK sound, Dolby Pro Logic
JVC Midi-W58CD 500 J R.CD,2T 50 36,48.25 Bass compensator Sony Compact Plus 795AY 1000 | CD,R,Tu,2T 60 43,48,39 Dolby Pro Logic, Dolby S
JVC Adagio S50R 500 | R,CD,2T 40 25,36,35 Live surround, RDS Sony Compact Plus 995AY 1500 |} CD,R,Tu,2T 60 43,4742 Dolby Pro Logic, LaserDisc
JVC Adagio C55 600 | R.CD.2TV. 36 ] 243634 | Advanced 7CD disc system Technics SC-CH404 500 |CDRTu2T | 35 27 Mini, including speakers
JVC Adagio S60R 600 | R,CD,2T 45 28,36,35 Panoramic surround, RDS Technics SC-CH505 600 JcDR2T | | Mini Karaoke, including speake
JVC Midi-W78CD 750 | R.CD,2T 60 36,57.29 Two channel surround Technics SC-CH575 650 | CD.R.2T 50 | Mini, multi-changer
JVC Adagio G7 800 J R,.CD,2TV 50 28,43,28 Panoramic surround Technics CD-X120 700 JCD,R.2T 40 | Midi, including speakers
JVC Adagio G9 1000 } R,CD,2T.V 28,43,28 Panoramic surround Technics SC-CH750 800 | CD,R,2T 50 | Mini, DSP, including speakers
Kenwood UD-302 400 | CB,R.2T 33 27,36,31 3-disc carousel Technics CD-X320 800 | CD,R,Tu,2T 50 | Midi, including speakers
Kenwood UD-502 500 } CD.R.T,2T 27,4131 Presence modes Technics CD-X520 900 | CD,R,Ju,2T 60 | Midi, including speakers, basi
Kenwood M-28MG 600 | CD.R.T.2T 30 36,56,38 | Five disc CD carousel Technics SC-CHI090 1000 | DCCCOR | 60 DCC equipped mini system
Kenwood UD-552 650 | €D,R.2T 32 27,41,31 7-CD Bank system Technics SC-CH950 1000 | CDR.2T 60 27,42,34 Pro Logic, soundfield speakers
Kenwood M-58M 850 | CD,R,Tu,2T 60 36,62,38 Dolby Pro Logic Yamaha CC70 600 | CD,R,2T 50 28,33,34 YST active bass
Kenwood HD-600 900 | CD.R.Ju,T 40 27,40,35 'Audiophile’ mini
Kenwood UD-952 1000 | CD.R.Tu,2T 70 27,4131 Dolby Pro Logic
Kenwood HD-1000 1000 | CDR.T 40 27,40,35 | MD & equaliser options
Kenwood M-97G 1250 | CDRV,Tu2T] 85 36,64,38 | Dolby Pro Logic ®
Kenwood M-97MG 1300 [CDRV.Tu2T| 85 | 366438 | mutti-CD Model g | special
Marantz 1010 900 j CO,R.2T 45 42,7731 System Link Operation 2
Marantz 1020 1000 | CD.R.2T 45 42,77,31 Motorised Front Panel Aiwa XT-003 120
Nakamichi S'space 7 1495 J CD.R 40 - Multi-CD, aux & tape input Aiwa XT-950 150
Onkyo L-909 1200 | MM,3L.2T 70 - Ciomponent system, 4ohm rated Arcam Alpha 5 220 | Signal strength meter
Panasonic SC-DH30 250 | ED.R.2T 5 - Arcam Delta 280 350 | Remote control, IF switching
Panasonic SC-CH11 300 | ED.R.2T 20 - Audiolab 8000T 750 36 | Switchable IF, muting, mono
Panasonic SC-CH33Z 370 | CB.R.2T 30 - Aura TU8O 350 Chrome finish + £50
Panasonic SC-CH150 430 | COR.T, 20 18,25,28 51cm wide, including speakers AVI S2000MT 599 R/C via system handset
Philips FW21 300 | CD.R.2T 12 26,30,22 Day Sequerra FM Ref 5457
Philips AS44CD 329 | CD,R.2T 20 36,38.29 Day-Seq S B'dcast Mon {14640 "
Philips AS540CD 379 | CD,R.2T 40 36,398,29 Denon TU-260L 120 4 | Low impedance output
Philips FW41 400 j CB.R.2T 30 26,30,25 Denon TU-380RD 190 RDS Radiotext/EON
Philips AS640CD 429 | CO,R,2T 30 36,3829 | Five disc CD Denon TU-580RD 220 Variable IF bandwidth
Philips FWg1 499 | CD.R.DCC 80 26,35,26 DCC mini Goodmans GST650 90
Philips FS380 499 | CD,R.DCC 100 44,50.30 DCC midi Goodmans Delta 700 100
Philips FW370 900 | CD,R.DCC 75 36,50,35 DCC midi Grundig T1 130 User station name, gain switch
Pioneer N-25 299 | CD,R,2T 20 - Double cassette, three-disc CD Grundig T310 140 )8 | RDS (PS, CT, RT, PTY)
Pioneer N-50W 349 | CD.R.2T 50 - One touch Karaoke, smart timer Grundig T2 170 RDS (PS, RT)
Pioneer J-200 399 | CD.R.2T,Tu 50 - Mic mixing, five band equalise — = = = - =
Pioneer N-70W 399 | CD,R.2T 70 - Double airto-reverss casselie, Llsmgs marked in red (as shown below) are covered in the Hi-Fi Choice Dlreclory.
Pioneer N-7OW/M 449 | CDR.2T 70 5 Multi-play version of N-7OW Audiolab 8000T 700 FMM.L 39 N 45,8,36 _ Switchable IF, muting, mono




MAKE SURE YOUR SYSTEM
IS EVERYTHING IT COULD BE
WITH A FREE TRIAL AUDIOQUEST
HOME DEMONSTRATION CABLE KIT.

Face it...you probably already suspect that your cables aren’t doing
justice to your hi-fi system.

But, the problem is, how do you choose the right cables to bring out the
best in your system? Especially when you have to go to a dealer and
audition them on a different system and in a room with difterent
acoustics from your own.

Now, there’s an easier way. Those nice people at AudioQuest have
come up with a solution that allows you to try out a whole host of their

interconnect and speaker cables, in the comfort of your own home.

Is this whﬂ;a"ftyoiur cables are domg
to the sound of your hi-fi? |

What Hi-F1? magazine's Trisha Mitchell-Vargas took up the challenge to
see how much she could improve her system - without changing any of
the components. She concluded: “It’s like listening to different
equipment. The improvement is enormous; the sound is more cohesive,
more worthwhile.” (What Hi-Fi?, October 1993.)

To make sure you're getting the best from your system, all you have to
do is pop into your local participating dealer and borrow an AudioQuest
Home Demonstration Kit for a few days. (As you’d expect, the dealer
may need you to provide some form of security.) The Kit contains full
instructions for a home audition. Then, sit back and listen to your
favourite music using different combinations of the AudioQuest cables,
to see which gets the most noticeable improvement in sound quality
from your system. We believe you'll be so impressed that you’ll rush
straight back to your dealer and buy them!

Of course, you may find that your existing cables are perfectly adequate.
In which case, simply return the Demonstration Kit to your dealer -
there’s no further obligation. At least then you’ll be sure that the sound
you’re getting from your system is everything it could be.

To find out how, and where, to reserve your AudioQuest Home
Demonstration Kit, telephone Arcam or write to Alasdair Patrick at the

address below.

audioquest.

BRINGS YOUR SYSTEM TO LIFE

< (0223) 440 964

Arcam, Pembroke Avenue, Waterbeach, Cambridge, CB5 9PB
Tel: (0223) 440 964. Fax: (0223) 863 384.

AQ HFC 295

Arcam is the sole UK distributor for AudioQuest.
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Key to tuners
Price - typical retail, to nearest

ound.

ands - FM - VHF, stereo and hi-fi
capable, M - Medium wave, low quali-
ty, mono, L - Long Wave, low quality,
mono, N - Nicam digital TV stereo
sound.
Presets - total number of presets on

RDS - Radio Data System, which pro-
vides station IDs and sometimes
other data on the FM waveband.
Size - width x height x depth in cm.

Products highlighted in red have been
tested in Hi-Fi Choice. Please refer to
The Directory for full test results.

b

Key to turntables.
Price - typical retail, to nearest

pound.
Speeds - 33, 45 and/or 78 revolutions
er minute,
ype - A - Auto, that is, automatic Play
initiation, and arm return at end o
side.
S - Semi, arm lift or arm return at end

Size - width x height x depth in cm.
Special - Cartridge and/or arm includ-
ed etc.

Products highlighted in red have been

tested in Hi-Fi Choice. Please refer to
The Directory for full test results.

ands. 45 of side. M - Manual.
 |B g T |z g
Model g § 5 size | Special Model 8 § Size Special
Grundig T4 210 | FM\M 59 ¥ 44,9,30 | RDS (PS, CT, RT, PTY) Kuzma Stabi/PS 1200 M 33/45 51,18,4 Belt driven, external PSU
Harman-Kardon Tu32000f 219 J FMM 70 - 45,8,38 Kuzma Stabi Ref/PS 3000 M 33/45 - Two motor, belt driven
Harman-Kardon TU34000f 299 | FM,M 24 - 45,8,33 Linn Basik 349 M 33/45 45,14,36 Complete with Akito arm
Harman-Kardon TU36000] 499 | FM,M 24 - 45,8,33 Linn LP12 Basik 745 M 33 45,14,36 Non-crystal motor drive
JVC FX362BX 130 | FMM,L 40 | N 44,8,30 Linn LP12 Valhalla 894 M 33/45 45.14,36 Electronic PSU, upgradable
JVC FX-572R 200 |FMM,L 40 ¥ 44,8,30 Linn LP12 Lingo 1345 M 33/45 45,14,36 Outboard high grade PSU
JVC FX1010TN 300 fFMMLE | 40 N }44,10,30 Manticore Madrigal 570 M 33/45 46,36,12 Turntable
Kenwood KT-1060L 120 | FMM,L 30 N 44,8,26 Manticore Mantra 890 M 33/45 46,36,12 Turntable
Kenwood KT-2060L 140 | FMM,L 30 N 44,8,26 { Built-in timer, RDS Manticore Magister 3800 M 33/45 57,46,18 Special order only
Kenwood KT-3050L 170 | FM,M,L 39 ¥ 44,10,28] IF selector, RDS Michell Mycro 397 M 33/45 46,14,34
Kenwood KT-6050 300 | FM\M 39 Y 44,10,33] IF switch, two antennae, RDS Michell Mycro/arm 539 M 33/45 46,14,34 Includes Rega RB300 arm
Linn Kremlin 1995 | FM 80 N 32,8,33 | Dual aerial capability Michell Gyrodek 765 M 33/45 53,19,41 Optional outboard PSU
Magnum Dynalab FT11 550 | FM - N - Analogue, black finish Michell Gyrodek/arm 907 M 33/45 53,19.41 Includes Rega RB300 arm
M: Dynalab FT101 | 825 | FM - N - Analogue, black finish Moth Alamo 175 M 33/45 - Comes with RB250 arm
Magnum FT101 Etude 1250 | EM - N - Analogue, black finish Moth Turntable 199 M 33/45 - Split-plinth design
Marantz ST-53 170 | FMM,L 59 N }429,30 | D-bus Moth Kanoot Mk | Arm 249 M 33/45 - Inc Rega RB250 arm
Marantz ST-63 249 | FMML 59 Y 142930 | D-bus Moth Kanoot Mk lll Arm 291 M 33/45 - Inc Rega RB300 arm
Marantz ST-72L 300 | FMM,L 59 Y 42,10,34] D-bus, IF switch, local switch NAD 5120 110 S 33/45 - Includes arm
Mcintosh MR7083 2095 | FMM 16 N - Interface to McIntosh remote ¢ N'ham Spacedeck 600 M 33.45 -
Meridian 504 595 | FM 30 N 133934 | System handset N'ham lllusion 600 M 33/45 -
Meridian 604 1350 | FM 30 N - N'ham HyperSpacedeck | 1200 M 33/45 -
Michi RHT-10 895 | FM 16 N 47,8,34 | Remote control N'ham Graphic 1200 M 33/45 =
Mission Cyrus FM7 400 | FM 29 N 22,8,36 | Remote control bus N'ham Mentor 2200 M 33/45 = 75lb alloy or graphite platter
Musical Fidelity E500 499 | FM 20 N 44,12,35] AGC/IF switch N‘ham Mentor Ref 4800 M 33/45 - 150Ib platter, graphite top
Musical Fidelity FT 899 | FM 20 N 49,12,33] Remote control, bandwidth limi Origin Live Oasis-S 899 M 33 - Suspended turntable
Naim NAT03 499 | FM - N 21,16,30 Pink Triangle Export GTi 890 M 33/45 46,15,37 Suspended turntable, acrylic p
Naim NAT02 910 | FM - N 21,16,30 Pink Triangle Anniv 1695 M 33/45 45,15,37 Two box reference deck
Naim NATO1 1453 | FM - N 21,16,30 Pink Triangle Anniv/PSU | 2050 M 33/45 45,15,37 Battery PSU version of above
Onix BWD1 420 | FM - N 75,23,37] In-house front end Pioneer PL-225 120 5 33/45 42,10, 36 Belt drive, fitted cartridge
Onkyo T-401 160 | FM,MW. 40 N 46,8,31 Pioneer PL-335 150 A 33/45 42,10,36 Belt drive, fitted cartridge
Onkyo T430RDS 190 | FEM/MW 30 Y 46,9,30 Pro-ject 0.5 145 S 33/45 42,11,3 With Ortofon OM5 cartridge
Onkyo T-409 230 | FM,MW 30 N 28,8,30 | Mini component Pro-ject 1 185 M 33/45 49. 11,3 With Ortofon 510 cartridge
Onkyo T-450RDS 260 | FM,MW 30 ¥ 46,9,31 Pro-ject 1 (E) 209 S 33,45 42,11,32 Semi-auto version of Pro-ject
Onkyo T-411RDS 280 | EM,MW 30 Y 28,8,30 | Mini component Pro-ject 2 249 M 33/45 46,12, 3 Metal/glass platter, clamp
Onkyo R-811RDS 420 | FM,MW 30 Y 28,12,33] Mini component, incl timer Pro-ject 2/Ortofon 275F M 33/45 46,12, 3 With Ortofon MC1 cartridge
Philips FT930 160 | FMM,L 40 ¥ 44,11,30 Pro-ject 6 379 M 33/45 46,17,3 Suspended turntable
Pioneer F-203RDS 130 | FMM,L 30 X 42,8,29 | RDS at very budget price Pro-ject 6/Ortofon 435 M 33/45 46,17,3 As above, with Ortofon MC15
Pioneer F-303RDS 180 | FM,\M 40 ¥ 428,29 | RDS with FON Pro-ject 6/Sumiko 6991 M 33/45 46,17.3 With Sumiko arm
Pioneer F-502RDS 250 | FMM 40 Y 42,9,34 | 2 ariel inputs Rega Planar 78 198 M 78 45,1337 As Rega Planar 2, 78 only
Quad FM4 434 FFM ¢ N 133721 Rega Planar 2 198 M 33/45 45,13,37 Includes RB250 arm
Quad FM66 532 | FM 19 N 33,8,26 | For use with Quad 66 system Rega Planar 3 260 M 33/45 45,13,37 Includes RB300 arm
Rotel RT930AX 175 | FMM,L 20 N 144826 Rivelin Audio Eclipse 1595 M 33/45 45,13,38 Motor unit
Rotel RT950BX 200 | FM,M,L 20 N |44824 Roksan Radius 495 M- 33/45 45,12,35 Motor unit
Rotel RT990BX 510 | FM 16 N 44,8,29 | Remote control Roksan Radius/Tabriz 695 M 33/45 45,12,36 As above, with Roksan arm
Sansui TU-X317 170 | FM\M 20 - - Roksan TMS 2500 M 33/45 45,12,35 Reference motor unit
Sansui TU-X519 220 | FMM 30 = Sherwood PS1870 70 S 33/45 - Budget turntable with arm
Sherwood TD1120 90 | FMM 24 N - SME Model 20 2683 M 33/45/78 | 42,16,32 Precision turntable
Sherwood TX1010C 100 | FM,M 30 N - SME Model 20A 3976 M 33/45/78 | 42,15,32 As above, with SME Series V ar
Sherwood TX3010C 120 | FM,\M 30 N - SME Model 30 10166 M /78 45,22,35 Flagship turntable
Sony STS211LB 130 JFM,M,L 30 N }439.30 | Station naming SME Model 30A 11460 M 33/45/78 | 45,22,35 As above, with SME Series V ar
Sony STS311LB 200 | FMM,L 30 Y 43,9,30 | RDS EON, ‘Autobetical’ select Sony PSLX150H 90 8 33/45 43,10,36 Player, with MM cartridge
Sony STS505ES 250 |FMM,L 30 Y 43,9,35 | UK optimised sound Sony PSLX431B 150 A 33/45 43,11,36 Player, auto rec size select
Teac T-X4030 120 | FM,M 20 N 449,28 Systemdek 1/920 136 M 33/45 - Semi-suspended deck
Technics ST-6T350L 140 | FM,M,L 30 N 43,7,30 Systemdek 11X/900 230 M 33/45 - Fully suspended design
Technics ST-GT550L 190 JFM,M,L 39 N 43,7,31 | Remote control capable Systemdek 1/920/Moth 235 M 33/45 - As above with RB250 arm
Technics ST-GT650L 230 | FM,M,L 39 Y 43,10,31] Class AA, remote control ready Systemdek IIXE/900 330 M 33/45 - As above with separate PSU
Yamaha TX-350L 130 J FMM,L 40 N - Technics SL-BD20 140 S 33/45 43,10,38 Belt drive, includes T4P cartr
Yamaha TX-470 160 | FM,M 40 N N Technics SL-BD22 160 S 33/45 43,10,38 Belt drive, includes T4P cartr
Technics SL-1210MkIl 430 M 33/45 46,17,36 Quartz DD, no cartridge
Technics SL-1200MKkII 430 M 33/45 43,10,38 Quartz DD, includes T4P cartri
Thorens TD-180/AT91 180 S 33/45/78 | - Belt drive, plays 78s
2 = g Thorens TD180/S500 200 P 3/45/78 | - Belt drive, plays 78s
Model 8 H @ Size Special Thorens TD-280 IVAUK 200f S 33/45/78 | - Electronic belt drive, AT95E
RNTAB Thorens TD-166 VIUK 200 M 33/45 = Blank armboard, cut to shape,
Akai AP A950 179 M 33/45 44,12,35 Inc cartridge Thorens TD-166 UK 270 M 33/45 - Inc TP50 manual arm, AT95E
Alphason Sonata 835 M 33 - Motor unit, suspended Thorens TD-166 VI/UK 300 M 33/45 - With Rega RB250 arm, no cart
Alphason Sonata/Atlas 1235 M 33/45 - Motor unit inc PSU Thorens TD-2001 550 S 33/45 - Includes Thorens TP50 arm, no
Alphason Symphony 1860 M 33/45 - Motor unit & PSU Thorens TD-3001BC 630 M 33/45 = No arm, various armboards avai
Avriston Pro-1200 160 M 33/45 -- Semi-pro disco deck Thorens TD-3001/UK 770 M 33/45 . Suspended , Rega arm no cart
Audiomeca Romance 1675 M 33/45 - With Romeo unipivot arm Thorens TD-520 900 S 33/45/78 Thorens TP90, pitch control, n
Audiomeca J1 2500 M 33/45 50, 40, 2 Top of the range mode! Townshend MkIll Rock 799 M 33/45 - Headshell end arm damping
Audiomeca J1/SL5 4250 M 33/45 50, 40, 2 With parallel tracking arm Voyd The 1570 M 33/45 51,16,42 QOriginal three-motor model
B&0 7000 505 Auto 33/45 42,8,33 Inc MMC?2 cartridge, RIAA pream Voyd 0.5 3368 M 33/45 51,16,42 Upgraded standard Voyd
Basis Ovation 4950 M 33/45 58,42,14 Lead/brass, record clamped Voyd Reference 6500 M 33/45 51,16,48 Turntable, polycarbonate platt
Basis Debut Gold Std 7250 M 33/45 58,42,19 Belt drive, high mass, four po Well T Record Player 1800 M 33/45 45,18,36
Basis Debut Suction 8550 M 33/45 58,42,19 Includes suction platter Well Tempered Classic 2800 M 33/45 48,19.39 The original Well Tempered
DNM Rota 1 2850 M 33/45 59,14,37 Includes arm and cartridge Well Tempered Super 3500 M 33/45 49,19.39 Classic with carbon arm
DNM Rota 2 4000 M 33/45 59,14,37 Includes arm and cartridge Well Tempered Reference] 5500 M 33/45 49,19,39 'Fountainhead' base/carbon arm
Dual CS3700/3701 85 S 33/45 36,10,36 Midi-sized turntable Wilson Benesch 1550 M 33/45 - High-tech turntable
Dual CS435 130 F 33/45 44,12,36 Turntable includes cartridge
Dual CS503-2 170 S 33/45 4413,37 Turntable includes cartridge
Dual 505-4 UK 200 S 33/45 44,15,37 Turntable inc cartridge
Dual CS750-1 350 S 33/45/78 | 44,14,38 | Turntable includes cartridge
Dual Golden Il 500 S 33/45/78 | 44,14,38 Piano finish CS750-1
Genexxa Lab-710 60 M 33/45 - Includes MM cartridge
Genexxa Lab-810 70 S 33/45 .| - Includes MM cartridge . . % s e
Goodmans Delta 700 55 S 33/45 36.00,37 Part of Delta system Listings marked in red (as shown below) are covered in the Hi-Fi Choice Directory.
| Kenwood KD-492F 100 A 33745 241039 | iIncludes cartridge Systemdek /920 136 M 33/45 Semi-suspended deck




OPENING HOURS
Monday to Saturday
9.30am to 6.00pm
Open Sundays 11am to 4pm

(Closed Friday lunchtimes only between
12.30 and 2.00pm)

WE ARE SITUATED 50 YDS AWAY FROM
FINCHLEY CENTRAL TUBE STATION
WHICH IS ON THE NORTHERN LINE

FINCHLEY CENTRAL, LONDON
344/346 REGENTS PARK ROAD,
FINCHLEY CENTRAL, LONDON N3 2LJ
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About us

INTEREST FREE

Hi-Spek are one of the UK’s leading retailers specialising in Home
Cinema and Hi-Fi equipment as well as TVs, videos and camcorders.
Ideal for first time buyers and enthusiasts alike, our instore consuitants
take pride in offering a first class advisory service to both personal
callers to our extensive showrooms and mail order customers requiring
assistance over the phone. With interest free credit available on almost
all purchases over £200 and a Price Pledge guarantee, Hi-Spek is the
idealone-stop shop for all your requirements.

This is available to both callers to our stores or to customers
wishing to do so from the comforts of their homes (i.e. mail order).
We offer interest free credit on almost everything over £200!! It's
available over 6, 9, 12, and even 24 months with NO EXTRA COST
TO YOU! CALLERS to our stores should be 18 or over in full time
employment holding a valid cheque/SwitchvDelta or any other
major credit card and have one other form of ID, E.G. driver's
licence/recent utility billbank statement of similar item.

PM44M2SE

731

1SS0

780SE

NAD 801

PIONEER PDS203
ROTEL RA930AX AMPLIFIER £149.99
PIONEER PDS203 CD PLAYER £169.99
NAD 801 SPEAKER £99.99

NORMAL PRICE £419.98

Including FREE 10 metres QED 79 strand cable, Target speaker
stands and headphones all worth £110

UPGRADES: PIONEER P0S503 CO PLAYER ADD £40
MISSION 731 SPEAKERS ADD £30

ADD £30

NAD Sl]Z AMPlIFlER

10% Deposn f
12 Monthly Payments of £30.00
Total price £399.99
0% APR INTEREST FREE CREDIT

MARANTZ PM44SE

MARANTZ CD52M2SE i

MISSION 760SE
MARANTZ CD52M2SE £199.99
MISSION 760SE £149.99
MARANTZ PM44SE

£149.99

Including FREE 10 metres QED 79 strand cable, Target speaker
stands and headphones all worth £110
ND EXTRA COST
ADD £30
ADO £40

UPGRADES: MISSION 731
MARANTZ PM44N2SE
MARANTZ C063

0% Deposn
12 Monthly Payments of
Total price £499.97
0% APR INTEREST FREE CREDIT

MIDI HI-FI SYSTEMS
2-650

Z-D3100M
2-720 Z-D71000M
Z-1100 Z-D7000M
Z-1700 Z-D91000M
MINI HI-FI SYSTEMS
NSX-270 NSX-540
NSX-340 NSX-550G
NSX-400 NSX-D636
NSX-430 NSX-D737
NSX»ASDG NSX-D939
N PX-EB00
gl).(IRROUND SPEAKERS
SUBWOOFERS

S-W5 -W7
MICRO SYSTEMS
-9

LCX-7 LCX-70M
LCX-60 CX-10
LCX-65
HI-FI SEPARATES
CASSETTE DECKS
AD-F450 XK-S$7000
AD-F850 XK-S9000
DOUBLE CASSETTE DECKS
AD-WX72 D-WX-929
AD-WXBZB

ATACAMA v

FULL RANGE IN STOCK

INTERAUDIO RANGE ('?"EP.")
FULL RANGI
AVAILABLE
UIFESTYLE MUSIC SYSTEMS
Lifestyle Model 3 Music Centre
Lifestyle Model 5 Music Centre
Lifestyle Model 10 Music Centre
Lifestyle, powered speakers
RC-10 Remote Control Handset
RC-5Remote Control Handset
ACOUSTIMASS SYSTEMS
Acoustimass 3 Series 3 System
Acoustimass 5 Series 2 System
Acoustimass 3 System Powered

Acoustimass 5 System Powered MINI SYSTEMS
HOME CINEMA PRODUCTS UD-202 HD.
Acoustimass 7 System UD-302 DM-B9
Acoustimass 4 System UD-502 P-100
VS100 UD-552 SW-700
UD-952 SRX-200
ROCK SOLID graa-s
M-28 SW-900
Solid Monitor Solid Team Bass M-28MG -6
Solid Team lid Ovale M-58MG SRM-400
Solid Centrale Solid Verticale M-58MP E-470
Solid Theatro Solid Array M-97G GE-560
Solid Twin Bass M-97MG GE-28
CM-5 ES OMNI-7
CM-7E!
CANSETTEDECKS CONCEPT RANGE SERIES
K
DRM 540 DRS810 AR KA-4050R
DRSS Y 265 Swim KA-2060R KA-5020
KA-3020SE KA-5050R
DENOO':_TUNERS -3060! KA7050R
TU 380RD RDS e NEW e PROLOGIC AMPUFIER
0RD RDS KA-va
RECEIVER Ka. V77°
DRA365RD RDS e NEW e PROLOGIC RECEIVERS
DRA 545RD KR-V6060 KR-V7050
DENOND-F10 TUNERS
MiINI COMPONENT SYSTEM KT-1060L KT-3050L
(C ents available individually) KT-2050L KT-6050
D-F1 UPAF10 CASSETTE DECKS
D-F10/S UTU-F10 KX-3050 KX-7050S
D-F1 OCD UCD-F10 KX-5050 KX-9050S
0CD/S UDR-F10 KX-7050
DENON MINI COMPONENT DOUBLE CASSETTE DECKS
EMS KX-W4060 KX-W8060
D-90 KX/W6060
D90/ CD PLAYERS
D-65 DP-2050 DP-5050
D-65/S DP-3050 DP-7050
MULTICD PLAYERS
ARMAN KARDON g P-ME060
TURNTABL!
AMPLIFIERS KD-491F
HK 6150 HK 6650R EQUALISERS
Hike320n HK 6950R = SE700
L
e e i MORDAUNT-SHORT
HK 1200 HK 1400 Decoder One HT-30
COMPACT DISC PLAYERS Stereo HT-50
HD 7225 HD 742! Stereo plus MSS-1
HD 73%5s HD 7525 Triple xg;g
RER e Em.
Wall Bracket MS40
D 4500 Stand MS50
s
Comet 65-3 System 1010 System 1020
Comet 70-3 AMPLIFIERS
X200 PM-54SE PMBOSE
CD PLAYERS
Qutdoor 2 TUNERS
Sidekiok ST-63 ST-72L
Surround Rear DCC RECORDERS
DD-82 DD-92

SW 8 System SW 200 System
Sw 25 tem SW 300 System
SW 160 System SW 500 System
Centertield 50 Centerfield 200

Centerfield 100

TLX 110 TLX120 TLX 130
TLX 140 TLX 150 TLX 160
TLX 170 TLX 180

Sound effects range now available.
Control 1/REL Strata Series available.

HI-FI SYSTEMS
ADAGIO MINI HI-FI SYSTEMS

Adagio G9 dagio S30
Adagio G7 Adaglo S20
Adagio S60R Adagio C55
Adagio S50R Adagio C33
Adagio S50
MICRO HI-FI SYSTEMS
UX-AS5R UX-A4
UX-C7 WT UX-T1 /WT
SURROUND SOUND SPEAKERS
SP-ES5
CASSETTE DECKS
TD-W708BK
TD-W308BK
-R472BK TD-W208BK
TD-X372BK TD-W106BK

REFERENCE SERIES

HOME THEATRE
Model 408 Model 90
Model 70S Model 100
K SERIES

120 K140 K160
Q SERIES

10 Q30 Qs0

Q70 Q8o




BRENTWOOD, ESSEX (0277) 226303

111 HIGH STREET, BRENTWOOD,
ESSEX CM14 4RX FACSIMILE (0277) 222377

OPENING HOURS 5 9
< (=]
Monday to Friday H e 5 =
9.00am to 5.30pm ouef.ﬂs“ g / Hml?
z CAR
Saturdays 9.00am to 6.00pm - d‘ ﬁ/
Q
Open Sundays 11am to 4pm CoRNen. __MIGH STREET 3 o M25 INC 28
WE ARE SITUATED 2 MINUTES FROM 8 Ccan 3 SlRlRR
JUNCTION 28 OFF THE M25 < e - %

Hi-Spek are one of the most reliable names in mail order today. Over the last 15

years we have earned a reputation for efficient and faultless service in this field
and prospective purchasers by mail order can buy with confidence knowing that
people who care are in touch with every aspect of your order. Simply call us on
(081) 349 1166 and quote your credit card details informing us also of the items
required. Our daily Securicor despatch service will ensure that your delicate and
well-packed goods arrive safety and efficiently to you. Carriage is 18 for VCR's

etc and £3.50 for small accessories. Large orders price on application (POA).

Customers should call us now on (081) 349 1166 as we will arrange the finance over the phone asking
you a few simple questions. Here are a few examples:

CASH PRICE £500 £1000 £1500 £2000  Hi-Spek are licensed credit brokers. Written details
DEPOSIT £50 £100 £150 £200 upon request. Interest free credit may not be
BALANCE TO PAY £450 £900 £1350 £1800  available in conjunction with any other offer or
12:18:18: 24 MONTHLY 12 mnths 18 mnths 18 mnths 24 mnths  promotion.

INSTALMENTS OF £37.50 £75.00 £75.00 Please call in or telephone to check.

HOME CINEMA LASER DISC PLAVERSD —
AMPLIFIERS
AV-500 Pre PM-700AV gtg_?ggo S Dicaon
MA-500 Power SP-50 Processor CLD-M5 DM-C820
RECEIVERS
-73 IR-92 Controller
Sh-82 SONY
TECHNOLOGY COMPACT SYSTEMS
AMPLIFIERS Compact 190 Compact 295
PM-32 PM-53 Softiine Compact 195 Compact 490
RECEIVERS Compact 250
COMPACT PLUS SYSTEMS
SR-53 Softiine SR-63 Softiine Compact Plus 590 Compact Plus 795
;#”f,ﬁfs Compact Plus 695  Compact Plus 995
- ampe MINI HLFI COMPONENTS
CASSETTE DECKS MHC 450 C70
SD-53 Softline SD-415 MHC 550 MHC 4900
SD-63 Softline MHC 650 MHC5900 AV
CD PLAYERS MHC 2900 MHC 7800 AV
CD-53 Softline CD-63 Softline MHCC50
CD-52 Mkl MINIDISC
MDS101 MDS501
CDP312 CDPX 100
Mission 731 Mission 735 CDPC 345 CDPM 302
Mission 732 Mission 760i CDP 715 CDPC 325M
Mission 733 Mission 760iSE CDP915E
Mission 734 Mission 780SE SINGLE CASSETTE DECK
TCFX2118 511S
TCCK 2158 TeRens
TCK 4158
AMPLIFIERS TWIN CASSEWE DECK
304 306 TCW 4458 TCWR 6455
TUNERS TCWRS5458
402 TUNERS
POWER AMPLIFIERS STS211L8 STSS05ES
SUrrounD souuogxlsv st
HI-FIRECEIVER!
gP:aoocesson STRD311 % 2
TS (RTaTe)
RECEIVERS HOME CINEMARECEIVAEVRSS P sl
COMPACT DISC PLAYERS STRds:
1 COMPLETE HOME CINEMA
Fra ML Dolby Pro kit SAVA3
LOUDSPEAKERS TAAV 370-Kit
801 802
800 804
TURNTABLES ROTEL
5120 533 FULLRANGE

i
SuB WOOFERf %RATA AGNED T E c H N I c S

LOTHERS I HI-FICOMPONENT SYSTEMS

MINI-MINI SYSTEMS
SC-

S
A
L
E
S
A
L
E
S
A
L
E

-CHI09D SC-CHS15
SC-CH950 SG-CH505
SC-CH? SC-CH404
360 SERIES (MIDI)
CD-X520
CD-X320
€D-X120
CDPLAYERS
SL-P2000K SL-PG360AK
3700 N100WM SL-PS840K SL-PG340AK
Impresso Series compact SL-PS740AK SL-PD867
component systems SL-PG560AK SL-PD667
e AL PORTABLE CO PLAYERS
OPTIONAL LOUDSPEAKERS el o
HLFISEPARATES (420mm) SL-XP350K SH-CDC9
PD-103 PD-S802 SL-XP150K SH-COF7
PD203 PB7T SL-XP150C SH-CDMg
PD-5503 PD-95 AMPLIFIERS
;?JSLZH-P LAY COMPACT gﬁ-czoom( gﬂzﬁm
DISCPLAYERS SU-A900 Mk2 SKU-VZ320K AWARDS ‘94 PACKAGE (AGE
PD-M603 PD-TM3 SU-AB0OK SU-VZ220K e doloticknin
PD-M703 PD-F100 TUNERS
AMPLIFIERS ST-GTB50LK ST-610LK
A-103 30Wx2 A-400 60Wx2 ST-GTS50LK
A-203 40Wx2 A-400X 60Wx2 RECEIVERS
AB00X 40Wx2 A-602 BOWx2 SA-GX550LK SA-GX230DLK
7\5:4'35”50 CONTROL AMPLIFIERS SA-GX350LK SA-GX130DLK
S IoED AN e EAPEaR - =S ps xsoi
vsazors RSBXagk  PSTRaze : =
AUDIOIVIDEO PROCESSOR REX501K RS.TRA74K MISSION 731 RENWOOD KAVS700
AUDIOVIDEO RECEIVER Fmaae L <) ]
e SL1210 My sugozax PIONEER PDS703 JAMO 6 SPEAKER PACKAGE
X 309mDS Bowis : : KENWOOD KA3020SE AMPLIFIER  £199.99 | KENwOOD KAV3700 £299.99
UNERS W AMAHA PIONEER PDS703 CD PLAYER £24999 | JAMOG SPEAKERPACKAGE  £199.99
F-303RDS FM-MW HOME THEATRE COMPONENTS MISSION 731 SPEAKERS £129.99 | (Centre, 2 x Rear, Subwoofer
Eﬁ'%i&ﬁmours RECORDER by and 2 x Front Speaker
D-07 g’s‘;ﬁﬂgom mgg;;gg TOTAL PACKAGE PRICE £579.97 TOTATEACKAGEIPRICE
CASSETTE DECKS S——
S330 S830S DSP E200 DSP-E1000
133308 f155: DSP/ES80 UPGRADES: MARANTZ C063 NO EXTRA COST Including Speaker Brackets for Rear Speakers
CT-S630S o EFFECTSPEAKERS MISSION 780SE ADD£110 and ALL Speaker Cables
TWIN CASSETTE = - UPGRADES: DENON AVC1530 ADD £180
2 X MS-C80 NE .
Ciwegans  CTWeoaRs MSC110 YST-SN i Plus 12 months INTEREST FREE CREDIT e MTENS
(I:ATUﬂ CASSETTE CHANGER oouncrmsc pL%&tgw S— plivoi /CENTRALE ADD £129.9
ash Price : e INTEREST | r
TURNTABLES CDX 560 CDC-645 . Plus 12 months mﬁsmﬁ CREDIT
PL-22! PL-335 CONTROL AMPLIFIERS 10% Deposit £57.97 10% Deposit "°£49.98
Gmmc EQUALIZERE S A Balance to pay £522.00 | 12 Monthly Payments of £37.50
~ VISUAL PRODUCTS M 12 month repayment of £43.50 § Total price £499.98
REAR PROJECTION AMPI 5 9 °
SELEvISIoN RECE)VSERS g %ﬁs AX-470 AX-570 0% APR INTEREST FREE CREDIT 0% APR INTEREST FREE CREDIT

Er i’ | cALLUs NOW ON (081) 349 1166
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Key to cartridges.
Price - typical retail, to nearest
ound.
ype - MM - moving magnet (output
typically 1mV/cm/sec), MC - movin
coil (output t\(}ucally o. me/cm/seg
Output - in mV/cm/sec
Int. stylus - Y for removable/replace-
able styli and N for fixed styli.

Fit - N for normal half inch mountings,
T for T4P plug in types.
Weight - in grams.

Products highlighted in red have been
tested in Hi-Fi Choice. Please refer to
The Directory for full test results.

Key to cartridges.

Price - typical retail, to nearest
punds MM - t (output
ype - moving magnet (outpu

typically 1mV/cm/sec), %JIC movin

coil (output tv)lcally 0. 1mV/cm/se5.

Output - in mV/cm/sec

Int. stylus - Y for removable/replace-

able styli and N for fixed styli.

Fit - N for normal half inch mountings,
T for T4P plug in types.
Weight - in grams.

Products highlighted in red have been
tested in Hi-Fi Choice. Please refer to
The Directory for full test results.

2 = o b =
: I § g b T |2 IB |8 £
Model 8 2 |2 Special Model 2 |8 = & 2 |2 Special
ARTRID RTRID

Arcam C77 30 MM | 4mV Y N - Conical stylus Lyra Lydian 649 | MC - Y N -

Arcam C77MG 40 MM | 4mV Y N - As C77 with metal body Lyra Clavis Da Capo 995 | MC Low N N -

Arcam E77 50] MM | 4mv Y N - Elliptical stylus Lyra Parnassus 1995 | MC > Y N &

Arcam E77MG 60 ] MM | 4mv X N As E77, with metal body Milltek Aurora 299 | MC 20mV N N 9.5 | High output MC

Arcam P77 631 MM | 4mV Y N - ‘Profiled’ stylus Milltek Olympia 399 | MC 2.0mV N N 95 | As Aurora, sapphire cantilever
Arcam P77MG 731 MM | 4mV Y N - As P77, with metal body Nagaoka MP-11 241 MM | - Y N - Elliptical stylus

Audio Note lo IV 1395 | MC | - N N - Silver wired Nagaoka TS11 00 MM | - Y N - Line contact stylus
Audio Note lo Ltd V 2950 | MC - N N - Needs PSU Nagaoka TS12 Boron 80§ MM | - Y N - As MP-11, with boron cantileve
Audio Technica AT-91 3L MM ] - Y N - N’ham Tracer | 98| MM | - = - =

Audio Technica AT-95E 191 MM | - Y N - N’ham Tracer Il 1751 MM | - = = =

Audio Technica AT-101Ef 20 | MM | - Y N - N'ham Tracer Il 350 ] MM | - - - -

Audio Technica AT-110E| 24 | MM | - Y N - N'ham Tracer V. 550 | MM - N -

Audio Technica AT-420E 0] MM | - Y N = Ortofon VMS2 10 MM | - Y N Entry level elliptical cart
Audio Technica AT-450E 62| MM | - Y. N € Ortofon OMP-5E 16 | MC = Y I =

Audio Technica AT-0C3 | 104 | MC | - N N - Ortofon OM-5E 6] MM | - Y N :

Audio Technica AT-0C5 | 146 | MC | - N N - Ortofon OM Pro S 21 ] MM | - ¥ N < Budget disco cartridge
Audio Technica AT-0C30| 619} MC | - N N - Nude micro linear stylus Ortofon OM10 Super 251 MM - Y N - Elliptical stylus

Audio Technica ART-1 944 | MC - N N 2 Ortofon OM Night Club S 321 MM - Y N - Spherical stylus
Audioguest MC5 250 | MC 1.4mV N N - High output MC, line contact Ortofon 510 32| MM - Y N -

Audioguest 404il 500 | MC 0.5mV N N - Boron cantilever Ortofon OM Night Club E 371 MM | - Y N - Elliptical stylus
Audioguest B200L 800 | MC 0.5mV N N = Boron tube cantilever Ortofon Concord Pro 401 MM - Y N - For professional use
Audioquest 7000NSX 1295 | MC | 0.3mV N N - Boron tube cantilever Ortofon Concord NC S 551 MM - Y N - Professional, spherical stylus
B&0 MMC4 1) - - - - - MM, elliptical diamond Ortofon 520P  » 55 | MM - Y N >

B&0 MMC2 1] - - - - MM, Contact Line stylus Ortofon 520 51 MM | - Y N - Elliptical stylus

B&0 MMC1 1 - - - - MM, Contack Line stylus Ortofon OM20 Super 60 | MM - X N -

Benz-Micro The Glider 600 | MC | 1mV N N = Semi-nude design Ortofon MC1 Turbo 60 | MC - X N *

Benz-Micro H200 700 | MC | 2mV N N £ Ortofon Concord NC E 60| MM | - Y N Spherical version of Concord
Benz-Micro MOS0 700 | MC 0.9mV. N N ~ QOrtofon OM30 Super 80 | MM - Y N - Fine line styius
Benz-Micro L040 700 MC | 04mV | N N = Ortofon MC10 Super 85 | MC = N N -

Benz-Micro Wood Ref 1100 | MC 0.3mV N N - Bruyere housing, boron Ortofon 530P 85| MM - Y T -

Benz-Micro Ruby Ref 1400 | MC 0.3mV N N - Bruyere housing boron Ortofon 530 851 MM | - Y N - Elliptical stylus

Denon DL110 70 | MC - N N - Elliptical stylus Ortofon MC3 Turbo 110 | MC - N N -

Denon DL160 0| mMC | - N N - Ortofon MC15 Super Il 110 | MC = N N -

Denon DL103 100} MC | - N N - Ortofon 540 110 ) MM | - Y N -

Denon DL304 200 | MC - N N - Elliptical stylus Ortofon MC25E 160 | MC - N N High output, elliptical stylus
Dynavector 50X Mkl 159 | MC 5 N N - High output elliptical MC Ortofon MC25FL 210 | MC - N N Migh output, Fine Line stylus
 Dynavector 10X4 Mkl 189 | MC - N N - High output elliptical MC Ortofon MC10 Supreme 250 | MC - N N High output MC
Dynavector 23RS MkI 375 | MC - N N - Micro ridge stylus Ortofon MC20 Supreme 350 | MC - N N - High-output elliptcal MC
Dynavector 17D2 Mkl 449 | MC - N N - Micro ridge stylus Ortofon MC30 Supreme 450 | MC - N N High output

Dynavector XX-1L 998 | MC < N N - Micro ridge stylus Ortofon MC2000II 650 | MC = N N -

Dynavector XX-1 998 | MC - N N - High output, line contact MC Ortofon MC3000lI! 950 | MC - N N - ‘Replicant’ stylus

Glanz GMC-10LX 69 | MC 0.3 Y N 5 Ortofon MC5000 1500 | MC - N N - Sapphire cantilever
Glanz GMC 20E 99| MC | 05 Y N 6 Ortofon MC7500 2000 | MC - N N - 75th Anniversary model
Goldring Elan P 171 MM | 50mV | Y T 6 T4P version of Elan Pickering TE-15 20| MM | - Y N - Tracks 1.5gm

Goldring Elan 17 MM | 50mV | Y N 4 Rigid body Pickering VE-15 251 MM | - Y N - Tracks 1 - 3gms
Goldring Elektra 251 MM | 5.0mv Y N 4 Elliptical stylus Pickering T-E 251 MM N i - Elliptical.

Goldring 1006 50 MM | 65mV | Y N 6 Elliptical stylus Pickering V15-DJ 2810 MM | - Y N - Disco model

Goldring 1012GX 651 MM | 65mV | Y N 6 Gyger Il stylus Pickering TL-E 35| MM - Y T -

Goldring 1022GX 851 MM | 6.5mV Y N 6 Gyger | stylus Pickering XV15-350C 40 | MM -\ Y N - Conical stylus

Goldring Eroica LX 100 MC | 05mV | N N 6 As Eroica, low output Pickering TL-2E 451 MM | - Y T «

Goldring Eroica 100 } MC | 25 N N 6 Gyger Il stylus Pickering XV15-625E 50 | MM - Y N -

Goldring 1042 105 | MM | 6.5mV Y N 6 Gyger S stylus Pickering XV15-150-DJ 50 MM | - Y N - Professional cartridge
Goldring Elite 200 | MC 0.5mV N N 6 van den Hul, silver wire Pickering TL-2-S 55 | MM - Y N - Line contact stylus
Goldring Excel 549 | MC 0.5mV. N N 8 van den Hul | stylus Pickering XV15-757S 60 | MM - Y. N Line contact stylus
Goldring Excel GS 599 | MC 0.5mV N N 8 Gyger S, hand built Pickering XV15-625D0J 60 | MM Y N 2 Broadcast cartridge
Grado ZTE+1 27 | MM “ By N % Moving flux, high output Pickering XV15-1800S 70 | MM Y N = Line contact stylus
Grado ZCE+1 37| MM | - Y N - Moving flux Pickering TL3S 80§ MM | - Y T

Grado Z3E+1 471 MM | - Y N Moving flux Pickering XEV-3001E 95| MM | - Y. N - Elliptical stylus

Grado ZF1+ 82| MM | - Y N - Moving flux Pickering XLZ-3500 100 MM § - Y N =

Grado Signature Junior 1491 MM | - Y N Moving flux Pickering TL-4-S 100 f MM | - Y. T -

Grado Sig 8MZ 250 | MM | - Y N - Moving flux Pickering TL-3003 1451 MM | - Y T -

Grado Signature MCZ 3751 MM | - Y N - Moving flux Pickering XLZ-4500 150 | MM | - Y N - Line contact

Grado Signature TLZ 650 | MM | - Y N - Moving flux Pickering TL-4004 175 | MM Y i -

Grado Signature XTZ 975 MM | - X N - Moving flux Pickering XSV-5000U 200 f MM | - Y N = High output

Kiseki Blue GS 499 | MC | 0.4mV | N N 8 Pickering XLZ-7500 200 f MM | - Y N - Hybrid, low impedence
Kiseki Purpleheart 749 | MC 04mV | N N 11 Pickering TLZ-7500-S 200 | MM Y T -

Kiseki PHS 899 MC | 04mV | N N 8 Rega Bias 341 MM | - N =

Kiseki Blackheart 1995 | MC 03mV | N N 1 Rega 78 341 MM | - - N - for 78rpm records
Kiseki Lapis Lazuli 5000 | MC 0.4mV N N 8 Gemstone body Rega Super Bias 52 | MM - - N -

Koetsu Red T 1550 | MC = N N - High-output MC Rega Elys 741 MM | - ~ N -

Koetsu Red K Sig 1998 | MC ~ N N = Selected, re-tuned Red T Roksan Corus Black 130 | MM | - Y: N -

Koetsu Urushi 2200 | MC - N N = Metal alloy body Roksan Shiraz 800 | MC - N N -

Koetsu Signature 3218 | MC = N N = Rosewood body Shure ME70B 18] MM | 6mV Y N & Conical stylus

Linn K5 541 MM | 45mm | Y N - Shure M92E 22| MM | 5mV Y = Dual T4P & normal fit
Linn K9 109 | MM 45mm | Y N - Metal body Shure SC35C 28 | MM 5mV Y N - For broadcast use

Linn K181 1971 MM | 45mV | Y N - Metal body Shure M44C 33] MM | 9mV Y N - Professional, spherical stylus
Linn Klyde 449 | MC 150uV N N - Alloy body Shure ME9SED 38 | MM 5mV Y N = Elliptical stylus

Linn Arkiv 998 | MC 1500V N N - Three point mt, machined body Shure M55E 421 MM | 6mV Y N - Professional, spherical stylus
London Decca Maroon 199] MM | 50mv | N N 8 Original mounting Shure M104E 441 MM | 5mv Y - - DualT4P & normal fit
London Decca Gold 2391 MM | 50mV | N N 8 Elliptical stylus Shure MES7HE 60 | MM | 4mV ¥ N - Hyper elliptical stylus
London Decca MaroonDgf 259 | MM | 50mV | N N 10 | Deccapod mounting Shure M110HE 741 MM | 4mV Y = Dual T4P & normal fit
London Decca GoldDpd | 299 | MM | 50mV | N N b Elliptical stylus, Deccapod Shure V15V-MR 265 ) MM | 3mV Y N Micro ridge stylus
London Decca S Gold 3391 MM | 5.0mV N N 7 Original mounting Stanton 500EL 341 MM - X N Elliptical stylus

London DeccaSGoldDp| 399 | MM | 5.0mV N N 10 Deccapod mounting Stanton 500AL Il 34| MM - Y- N - Spherical stylus
London Decca Jubilee 939 | MM | 5.0mV N N 5 0.5 inch mounting Stanton 680ALX 50 | MM X N - Spherical stylus
Listings marked in red (as shown below) are covered in the Hi-Fi Choice Directory. SE, S6 LML . N - Ellptical stylus

Stanton 890AL/X 82 | MM Y. N - Professional cartridge

Systemdek 1/920 136 M 33/45 Semi-suspended deck i i =0 b = v N =




lings marked in red (as shown below) are covered in the Hi-Fi Choice Directory.
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Flagship model

Key to tonearms Weight range - the range of cartridge
Price - typical retail to the nearest masses that the arm can accept in
ound rams.
pe - F - fixed armtube/headshell, A pecial - characteristics of the arm.
- interchangeable armtube, H - inter-
changeable headshell. Products highlighted in red have been
Base type - S - SME fit, L - tested in Hi-Fi Choice. Please refer to
Linn/Alphason fit, P - proprietary fit. The Directory for full test results.
Effective length - from pivot point to RI NG MAT
headshell in millimetres.
FOR RECORD LOVERS
- First record support to be properly designed
=
: |2 |E £y g ;
g I8 = s |z & Hear what reviewers say:
CARTRIDGES “A carefully researched and innovative product which genuinely
Sumiko Black Pearl 50 | MM - ¥ N = £ .
Sumiko Pearl ol - Y N transforms analogue replay at nominal cost. The string bass was more
LA 100 {10 N High output MC dynamic, the separation cleaner and, more importantly, the phrasing of the
Sumiko BPS 250 | MC - N N Nude stylus i . . i R
Transfiguration AF-1 Mk I} 1595 | MC | 230uv | N N MC, transformer & preamp music was more fluid -you heard the vocal line arch and fall.” Christopher
Transfiguration Supreme | 1995 | MC | 200wV | N N Yokeless ring magnet system Breunig (Hi-Fi News, September '93)
van den Hul MM-1 2751 MM - - N . . -
van den Hul MMI-2 EvTl T 5 N “| found | preferred the RINGMAT and will carry on using it. The
Ve tferi Hiil DOT) 6751 MC ] - N Silver coils results were wholly positive...” Jason Kennedy (Hi-Fi Choice, April '93)
van den Hul MC-10 775 | MC N N Silver coils . Y 3
van den Hul MC-One 975 | MC N N T Selected version of MC-10 RINGMAT gave a sharper, cleaner, more solid sound, with better
van den Hul MC-One/Hi 1 1100 HENBEEE NN igh output version of MC-10 fine detail and clarity. On complex material the improvement in stability and
van den Hul MC-Two 1300 | MC - N N As MC-One/Hi, higher output . ’ .
van den Hul Grasshopper Ji 2300 |_MC | - N N focus was remarkable; easily comparable toanexpensive tonearm, cartridge
Vantion Hil Grasstiopgcrh! 2300 [ NN orpower supply upgrade ... Any drawbacks? None | could detect. ...” Jimmy
van den Hul Grasshopper Jll 2950 | MC N N 3 = - :
van den Hul Grasshopper |1 3200 | mc | - N N Hughes (Audiophile, October '93)
van den Hul Grasshopper i 3200 | - N I N “| found the sound of my LPs improved significantly, reminding me
van den Hul Grasshopper JIl 3500 | MC = N N . . -
Virtual Reality Aciore 199 [ MC v B ofthe experience of listening to records on a Goldmund Reference turntable
Virtual Reality Etile 299 | MC - N N with a van den Hul Grasshopper
Virtual Reality Lexe 899 | MC - N N . T
cartridge with its nude
m
= g = stylus. All of a
v |= g 2 5 sudden, much
Model 8 [ |8 L Special more of the music,
Air Tangent Tangent 10B | 8000 = Air-bearing and the space in
Air Tan Tangent Ref. Sig. | 10000 | - : ; - Remote version of above which it was
Alphason Xenon 286 ) F L 229 | 3-20 | 1-piece titanium armtube
Alphason Xenon MCS 30| F L 229 | 3-20 | vaH silver wiring performed, was
Alphason HR100S 490) F L 229 | 3-20 | Superior quality bearing evident. I'm sure
Alphason HR100S MCS 550 | F L 229 | 3-20 |vdH silver, top bearings . f
Audiomeca SL5 1999 | - : . . Parallel tracking that the legions o
Decca LI Arm 491 H L 212 § 5-12 |Damped Linn and Rega owners
Decca LIR Arm 9| H L 212 § 5-12 | Rewired version of LI h ill ol hei
Dynavector 507 1400 - - - Biaxial design out there who sti play their
Graham 1.5T 2550 | - S - SME base, unipivot LPs will want to make the
Helius Orion 3 S1 Copper|] 395} P B 254 dest " t ired
Helius Orion 3 S1 Silver 515 F il 2 254 | - moaest investment required for a
Helius Orion 3 2 Copper| 575 | P P 254 Bi-metal tube major improvement in vinyl play.”
Helius Orion 3 S2 Silver 6951 P P 254 Bi-metal tube And M hall
Helius Cyalene 2 1395} P P 254 Silver wired, pivoted ndrew Marsha
Kuzma Stogi 600 - Effective mass 13gm (Audio Ideas Guide, Winter '94)
Kuzma Stogi Ref 1000 | - - - - Effective mass 12.5gm H hat fell ic I .
Linn Akito 209 F L 229 | 2:10 | Staticaly balanced earwhat yoLr ieliow music 10vers say:
Linn Ekos 1297 | F L 229 | 4-9 | Dynamically balanced “I would agree with everything you claim for this product. The
Manticore Musician 3% | F 5 230 P ’ . :
Manticore Magician] o % 230 e L T music is more natural, more musical, and with a loss of a certain
Manticore Magician2 795 | F L 305 Polished armtube finish rawness which persisted, no matter what, beforehand.”
Moth Arm 95 - Rebadged Rega RB250
Moth MK 1 146 : Rebadged Rega RB300 Mr. C.R., Northants
Naim ARO 794 ! . Unipivot “RINGMAT goes on my very short list of things that make
N’ham Space 350 Optionat silver wiring, unipiv . = %
NTENaTior 750 Siver wiring, Unipiv differences | care about.” Mr. P.F., Washington D.C.
N'ham Alien 1200 | - 2 - Graphite tube, unipivot “This product must be one of the most cost-effective
Rega RB250 9% | R 237 Scaled down RB300 . B "
Rega RB300 139 ] F R 237 Pivoted arm accessories ever to be offer to music lovers.” Mr. R.A., Norway
Roksan Tabriz ZI 330 | F - ‘Intellligent’ counterweight Can RINGMAT really be that good?
Roksan Artemiz 690 | F - - - Flagship arm s : ( .
SME Series IS 242 1 A S 233 | 0-12 | Economy version of Series Ill Yes, itis, but there is only one way for you to find out- try it
SME 3009 Ser Il Imp 268 | F S 231 | 3-7 |Fixed headshell, low mass yourself. But be warned: if you let your best friend borrow it, you
SME 3009 S2 Ser Il Imp 292 | H 5 231 | 3-8 Detachable headshell, medium m Apigr . |
SME Series |l 335 | A S 233 | 0-13 | Ultra-low mass for hi-complian will finish up bUle"Ig another!
SME Series I 3010-R 455 | H S 239 | 0-25 |Detachable headshell, 10 inch Prices
SME Series Il 3012-R 489 | H S 308 § 0-25 |Detachableheadshell, 12 inch Different versions to suit turntable or budget f £2 0
SME Series Il 3009-R 495 | H S 233 | 0-28 | Heavier version of Ser Il S2 |
SME Series 300-309 599 | H S 232 | 6-17 | Ser V derivative with detach h for RINGMAT 200 to £40.00 for RINGMAT 330 MKII
SME Series 300-310 611 H S 238 § 6-17 |10 inch (nom) version of 300-3 5 § Tes .
SME Series 300312 | 694 | H | S 308 | 51412 inch (nom) version of 300-3 They can be obtained through good Hi-Fi retailers or
SME Series IV 869 | F S 233 | 5-16 | Economy version of Series V on mail order direct from:
SME Series V 1294 | F S 233 | 0-14 |Flagship model
Townshend Excalibur 79| F B 220 | 3-14 |Outrigger headshell damping RINGMAT DEVELOPMENTS
Wheaton Tri-Planar4 | 2750 | - - | with terminal box PO BOX 200 BRENTWOOD ESSEX CM15 8QG
Wheaton Tri-Planar 4C | 3000 - As above with Cardas cable n .
Wilson Benesch ACT1 975 - Carbon-fibre armtube, unipivot Tel.: 0277 200 210 Fax: 0277 201 225
Zeta 469 - - Pivoted (p&p: additional £2.50 UK, £5.50 outside)
Zeta 555 = Pivoted, vdH wired

USA: Something Worth Hearing, Rochester, N.Y. tel.: 716 461 1295
TAIWAN: Taifu Electronics Corporation, Taipei, tel.: 8862 341 9137
GERMANY: Fortissimo, Dusseldorf, tel.: 211 482 372
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We Provide

Dedicated Audio Visual

Demonstration Rooms

For Over 100 Manufacturers

1984 — 1994

The Power House Of Choice

o 1. Decide what
you want to huy

2. Decide what you want

to pay per month
We Arve Open Sundays Professional Advice
Part Exchange 3 Wi“‘ 0% apr Design & Installations

interest FREE credit
you can suit your taste
and your pocket
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The

DIRECTO

he original and best review based hi-fi guide

This is the legendary Directory,
the second part of the Hi-Fi
Choice Buyer’s Guide, based
entirely on comprehensive
technical and subjective reviews.
Each entry carries the weight of
our exhaustive test procedures
and should beread in
conjunction with the prices and
specifications given in our index
starting on page111.

aregular basis, though it should
be noted that our value ratings
are based on the product’s price
at the time of review.

Sound quality

This column contains the ratings
for the standard achieved in our
listening tests. The sound quality
ratings range from Poor to
Excellent.Theirmeaningand
order are as follows:

he Hi-Fi Choice Directory was
conceived as a reference

Finding that component

guide to all the audio

products reviewed by Choice

Before you shop, follow our top eight tips for better buying:
1. Check out the components’ recommended retail prices in the Directory.
2. Find out as much as you can about the products you want by reading Hi-Fi

Choice’s reviews and lab tests.

3. Visit local dealers that stock some of the brands you want to hear and try to
find one that seems sympathetic to your needs.
4.Don’tdiscount a dealer’ssuggestions just because the products don’t have

rave reviews.

5. Take your own software (records, CDs, tapes) along for a demonstration of
the equipment that the dealer recommends.

6. Listen at the sort of volume you would normally use at home — systems
often sound more impressive when played loud.

7. If you are unsure about something or want to hear an alternative, just ask.
8. Audition a system for a reasonable amount of time, say three quarters of an

hour or so, before making a decision.

>
+

that are currently available.

The products are splitinto

categories, each with its own

+

introduction containing

information about the product

type and its applications. They
are particularly relevant to the
uninitiated first time buyer
and help sort out the order of
priorities when buying a piece
of equipment.

Each productalong with its
currentretail price is placed in
its respective category in
alphabetical order. The prices
of the products are updated on

With P being the worst and E the
best rating within a section.

Oneimportant point to
remember is that these cannot
be used to compare products
from different categories. For
example, a cassette deck rated
Excellentin sound quality will
not usually offer the same

How to use this guide

Perhaps the most influential symbols in the Directory are the little red
triangles A found in the value column at the beginning of each entry
where appropriate.

Products that make the grade are awarded the Best Buy or
Recommended accolade.

A product carrying the Best Buy swingtag is of excellent quality and

good value for money in its price category.

Recommended products are runners up, but still definitely worth
considering within their price bands.

Please note however, that an expensive Recommended product will
nearly always sound better than an inexpensive Best Buy.

An ideal situation would be to choose suitably priced A A Best Buy or

Recommended products from relevant categories and create a Best Buy
system. However, due to the variety in tonal balance that exists in many
audio products, and differences in taste, system building is unfortunately not
that simple. These ratings make a useful guideline for short-listing
components, but only experiencing the actual combination will tell you
whether it works for you.

standard of fidelity as a similarly
rated turntable or CD player.
Unless you have first generation
masters of course.

Comments

The Comments column
contains a potted summary
based on the original review,
emphasising the salient points
ofaproduct’scharacterand
sonic performance. The space
available doesn’t allow for great
detail but we have attempted to
put across the essence of the
review. Obviously, important
information on compatibility or
auxiliary equipment used in the
test cannot be included, and we
would advise you to refer to the
original review for this.

Please note that these
comments are those of our own
reviewers and not, as is the case
with some magazines, those of
the manufacturer.

Features

Product features are shown with
a combination of figures and
blob charts, with headings at the
top of each column indicating
the appropriate category, a blob

indicating the existence of a
particular feature.

There are different category
headings for each section and

Backissues
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Vivers Audio

EST. 1972

6-7 Central Parade Hoe Street

Walthamstow London E17 4RT
(Near Tube and Cinema) Fax: 081-503 6677

uarantee Best Deals

MAIL ORDER

Our mail order service is fast and efficient. All we require are
your credit card details when your order is placed. Our Data
Post Service operates daily, ensuring quick, safe delivery.
Carriage is FREE OF CHARGE FOR ANY SALE OVER
£100 throughout the UK, but not on price match* ex display.

Delivery charge of £8 per unit below 10K.

081-520 7277

FOR FAST & EFFICIENT

MAIL ORDER

By HOTLINE

081-520 7277

1. All goods fully guaranteed
2. All goods brand new

3. Delivery free

4. All prices include VAT

@ Our own service department will make sure
you continue to enjoy that great sound both
during and after our one year warranty period.

THESE PRICES ARE VALID END JANUARY 1995

E&OE

PRICE PROMISE

Our prices are competitve but should a
product be available at a lower price or any
options from an authorised dealer . ..

We will beat it by up to £20!

AUTHORISED DEALER

AMPLIFIERS
PM32/PM43 ..
PM53/PM63............£249/£299
PM8OM2... . £479
PM44 SEM2/54SEM2 £199/£329
PM8 OSEM2 o £749
AV AMPLIFIERS

SP 50 PROCESSOR. ..... .£179
PM700AV/PM711AV. £399/£449
AV500/MAS00 ... ...£699/£249
MMS500/AV1030 £399/£POA
AVBOOTHX/EC500 £899/£899
RECEIVERS
SR73/SR82
TUNERS
ST53/63 ...
ST72

DCC

DD82

CD PLAYERS
CC45/CDs3
CD63/CD72M2
CD10/CD16
CD63SE.
VISION
MV633 - VIDEO ... £549
VP500 PROJECTION SYSTEM. £699
SLIM SYSTEMS

SYSTEM 1/2 ...........£899/£999
SYSTEM 3/4 £749/£1099
PRO COMPONENTS
CP230/CP430..........£399/£499
PMD101/201..........£199/£249
EQUALIZERS
EQ315/EQ515.........£129/£249
SPEAKERS
DS110/220/440/660 .

..£139/£199

£599/899
£169/£249
£299

£199

£249/£199
£249/£599
£1199/£1399
£349

| AUTHORISED DEALER
CASSETTE DECKS
DRM540/740

TU260L £119
TU380RDS/580RDS ..£189/£219
RECEIVERS
DRA365RD-RDS ...
DRAS565RD-RDS ...
CD PLAYERS
DCD615/715 £179/£209
DCD825/1015 ....£219/£349
DCM340 5 DISCS .......£299
AMPLIFIERS
PMA250M3/350M2.... £159/£219
PMA450SE/480R ....£269/£219

£249
£319

V AMPS
AVC1530/AVR1000... £479/£519
AVC2800/AVC77 ... £799/£399
MINI SYSTEMS
DF10/DF10S ‘2329/21149

AUTHORISED DEALER

AMPLIFIERS
A102 30 W,PCH
A203 40 W,PCH ...
A300X40 W,PCH .
A400 60 W,PCH .
A400X60 W,PCH ........ X
AB02 80 W,PCH ..........£329.00
VSA701S/D802S .......£499/£599
S

£129.99
.£169.99

e ni29,
£179
i ia ST RS ....£249
PROJECTION TVs
SDT5000/4000TVE£3999/£3300
CD PLAYERS
PD103/203
PDS503/603.. £199/£249
PD77/95 £999/£2499
CD PLAYERS MULTI
PDM603/M703........£249/£299
PDTM3/PDF100 £499/£599
CASSETTE DECKS
CTS330/S4308
CTS630S/S8308S ....... £299/£499
TWIN CASSETTE DECKS
CTWSO03R/WE03R ...........£179/£229
CTWB03RS/CTMBO1R ........£299/£379
TURNTABLES
PL225/335 ....£119/£149
GRAPHIC EQUALISERS
GRS55/777 £199/£249
MIDI SYSTEMS
£399/£549

J200/300

3400/500... ......£649/£779

JV600/J700.............£879/£999

JVB0OLD Inc Lazer Vision Disc
£

199

£139/£159

player. -
MINI SYSTEMS
NSOW/70W............ £349/£399
N70WM/100W £449/£499
NO100WM. £549
LASER DISC PLAYERS
CLDY00/950 £399/£499
CLD1950/M5 £509/599
CLD2950/160K .........£699/

£169/£199 7

AUTHORISED DEALER

Al

oo £199
AX470/570 . .£239/£289
TUNERS
TX480/580RDS ..£139/£199
CASSETTE DECKS
KX380/480 . £169/£199
KX580/670.........£249/£289
DOUBLE CASSETTE DECKS
KXW282/482 ......£199/£249
KXWO52 ......................£499
CD PLAYERS
CDX480/580.....£1999/£249
CDX880/CDC645 .£339/£279
AV AMPS & PROCESSORS
RXV470/DSPA780 ..£399/£629
DSPA970/A2070 .£799/£1099
DSPE200/E580 ..£369/£449
DSPE1000..................£669
EFFECT SPEAKERS
NSEB0/NSC80.....£119/£99
NSC110/YSTSWEO... £149/£199
YSTSW120/SW200....£299/£399

| __NAD |
AUTHORISED DEALER
AMPLIFIERS

....£129/£179
..£239/£349

402 AWARD WINNER £169
CD PLAYERS
501/502.............£179/£229
513 MULTI PLAYER....£269
CASSETTE DECKS
02

TURNTABLES
5120/533............£119/£199
RECEIVERS

£259/£329
AV AMP & PROCESSORS
910/716AV £399/£599
PRE AND POWER AMPS
1000/1000S PRE..£209/£399
902/906 POWER..£199/£499
214/2100 POWER...£349/£309
2700THX/208 POWER ..£459/£899
SPEAKERS
801MM/800....
802/804 ...

..£99/£149
£229/£329

AMPLIFIERS
HK6150/HK6250.........£199/£279
HKB350R/HK6550 ..... £399/£429
HK1200/AVR30.........£279/£1149
TUNERS

TU9200/TU9400 ........£219/£299
CD PLAYERS
HD7400/HD7450.....
HD7500/HD7525

DUAL

£199£219
....£259/£449

KENWOOD
KRV6060/7050 ...
KAV3700/7700

SONY
STRD 511/611.

TECHNICS
SAGX670LK
SAGX370LK ..
PIONEER
VSAD802S

..£349/£399

AV PROLOGIC

AV PRO-LOGOC AMPS/RE!

VSA701S
VSXa52 .

£299/£599 YAMAHA

DESPE 200 ......
99 DSPE 580/1000

AVS00PRE AM
MA POWER AM
SR73 RECEIVER.

AUTHORISED DEALER

AMPLIFIERS
SUVZ220K 30W,PCH ..
SUVZ230K 40W.PCH ....£169.00
SUABOOK 40W,PCH ...£199.00
SUA700K 45W.PCH ...£249.00
SUABOOK M11 ...........£329.00
SUA900K 80W,PCH ...£399.00
SUA900 Mkll....... .£399.00
SUE2000K PREAMP........ £699.00
SEA2000K POWER-100W...... £1049
TUNERS

STGT 650LK-RDS..£229.00
STGT 550LK-RDS..£189.00
STE10LK ..............£129.00
CASSETTE DECKS
RSTR373K TWIN ...£179.00

£129.00

RSTR474K TWIN ...£199.00
RSTR575K .............£249.00
RSTR979K .

RSBX501K.

RSBX646K .

RSBX747K

CD PLAYERS

SLPD667

SLPD867

SLPG360AK

SLPG440AK..
SLPGS60AK ..

SLPS740AK .

SLPS840K..

SLP2000K..

EQUALISER

SHE85K

SHES1K ......

ST-G 350LK

SHEQO......

MIDI SYSTEMS
CDX120-40WPCH .£699.00
CDX320-50WPCH .£799.00
CDX520-60WPCH .£899.00
MINI SYSTEMS
SCCH404-35WPCH... £499.00
SCCH505-50WPCH....£599.00
SCCH515-MULTI CD ....£649.00
SCCH750-50WPCH .£799.00
SCCH950-PRO LOWE...£999.00
SCCH909D-DAC ...£999.00

AUTHORISED DEALER

AMPLIFIERS

XA003 40W PCH...

XA950 100W PCH.
TUNERS
XT003/950.........£119/£149
CASSETTE DECKS
ADF450/850 £119/£229
DOUBLE CASSETTE
ADWX727/828 ...£169/£199

MIDI SYSTEMS
Z650 isssiiis

MINI SYSTEMS
NSX270.
NSX340..

NSX430....
NSX550G .

D636

NSXD737 .

D939 ...
NSX450G .
NSX520 ........cocouue
MICRO SYSTEMS
LCX50/7... £249/£299
LCX60/65. .£299/£299

£299
£429
£449
..£499
£749
...£349
£349

AUTHORISED DEALER

AMPLIFIERS

KA1060/2060R ...£139/£169
KA3020SE AWARD......£199
KA3060R/4060R.£229/£279
KA5020/5050R ...£249/£349
KA7050R .. £499

LSRR (eI )] FNH LY AV, AMPS & RECEIVERS

TURNTABLES
CS430...... ......£129.99
£179.99
£179.99
..£229/£349

CS505-2.
CS2215...
CS505-4/CS705-1

PEAKERS
(TS50

AUTHORISED DEALER

SPEAKERS A PAIR

£420/£609
£149/£179

HEADPHONES

KAV3700/V7700 .£299/£599
KRA4060

KRV6060/KRV7050 .£349/£429
CASSETTE DECKS
KX3060/KX50608S ....£169/£249

KX7060S/KX9050S .£329/£549
DOUBLE CASSETTE DECKS
KXW4060/W6060.......£170/£199

CD PLAYERS
DP2060/DP3060 ...£159/£199
DP5060/DP7060 ....£249/£379
DPR4060/DPM6060...£199/£249
TUNERS
KT1060L/TKT2060L...... £119/£149
KT3050L/KT6050 ...£179/£299
GRAPHIC EQUALISERS
KE2060/GE7030.......£149/£229

PEAKE

CELESTION

AUTHORISED DEALER
SPEAKERS
TLX110/120.
TLX130/140.
TLX150/160 .
TLX170/180

£149/£179
£249/£349
....£299/£399

AUTHORISED DEALER s

HEADPHONES
HD320/HD330...
HD340/HD520 £59/£84
HD530/HD540...... £89/£109

BEYER DYNAMICS

AUTHORISED DEALER
DT331/311 .£49/£44
DT511/801 £99/£149

..£37/£49

CERWIN VEGA

SPEAKERS
L7/SAT6 .............£149/£229
VS8/VS10...........£249/£349
VS12/VS15.........£549/£699
DC10......................£849.99

AUTHORISED DEALER
....£99.99/£119.99
..£159.99/£209.99

9/11/15.....£259.99/£279.99/£369.99

Wharfedale

AUTHORISED DEALER
SPEAKERS

DIAMOND..................... £109
MODUS CUBE/MICRO....£59/£109
MODUS MINI/CENTRE ... £139/£119
MODUS 1/THREE .....£159/£119
MODUS S/THREE ......£259/£339
MODUS MOVIEW FIVE........£349
MODUS MOVIES SEVEN ....£459

2
AUTHORISED DEALER
Silhouette ...............£299.99
Concert II.. ....£329.99
Center 200. ...£199.00
Centre 100 £139.99
Outdoor ........ -.£109.99

TURNTABLES
KD492F .....
P100 MINI

MINI SYSTEMS
UD302/UD502 ....£399/£499
UDS552/UD751M ...£549/£749
uD952 £999
MIDI SYSTEMS
M28/28MG .........£499/£599
M58/58P ....£799/£899
M58M/M58MP ...£849/£949
M9I7G/MITMG ...£1249/£1299

AKERS

...£99
...£89

SPEAKERS

2001/2002 ........ £119/£159
DMBO00I/6100...... £189/£249
DM6201/630 ......£429/£699
TEM/GENTRLE...£139/£149
THREATRO/TWIN BASS.. £299/£229
TEAM BASS/OVALE... £159/£299
VERTICALE/ARRAY ....£399/£89

A

603 ii/60S ii........£109/£139
607 ii/60Q i ...... £189/£249
611i/615 ii........£369/£679
BSE/6SS .. :
631/632
633/636
637/638.....
631.

632.

633..

...£499/£599
£149
£189
£319

TCK 611 Dolby S
£289

AMPLIFIERS
TAF24R/TAF244E ..£149/£199
TAF444E/TAFS42E ... £249/£299
TUNERS
STS211/STS311LB....£129/£199
STSS50SES................. £249
CASSETTE DECKS
TCK215B/415B..£129/£199
TCK515S/TCK611S...£249/£289
TWIN CASSETTE DECKS
TCWR445B/R5458B ... £149/£199
TWRB45S ...................£249
CD PLAYERS
CDP312/CDPC345... £149/£229
CDP715E/CDP915E .£249/£299
CDPCX151 ..................£599
CDPMB302/CDPC325M...£129/£229
MINI DISC RECORDER PLAYER
MDS501 - FULL SIZE..£799
MZE2/MZR2 £349/£449
ZS-M1 .....£599
DAT RECORDER PLAYERS
WMDT1 .

TCD7 ..

DTC60E:

MIDI SYSTEMS

COMPACT 190/195....£329/£379
COMPACT 290/295 ... £399/£449
COMPACT 490/+590.£499/£599
COMPACT PLUS 695AV.....£799
COMPACT PLUS 795AV....£999
COMPACT PLUS 995AV...£1499
MINI SYSTEMS
MHC450/MHC550 .....£299/£329
MHC650/MHC2900 ...£379/£499
MHC33/MHCC?70....£449/£599
MHC4900/MHC5900AV .. £799/£999
MHC7900AV. £1499
MICR PMC301 ... ..£299
AV, AMPS & RECORDERS
STRD515/615 ....£279/£329

DOLBY PRO KIT B
TAAVS570 KIT ... .£499
SAVAB/SAVA1 .. £799/£599
PROLOGIC EFFECT SPEAKERS
SS77/SS390AV ......£49/£99
SAWS0/DOLBY S KIT ...£349/£149
LASER DISC PLAYERS
MDP650/MDP850...£599/£699

AMPLIFIERS
AXREBK/562 ......£249/£249
AXA372/472. .....£199/£249
AXA662/21010...£329/£649
TUNERS
FX362/FX572 ... £129/£199
CASSETTE DECKS
TDW106/208.......£119/£169
TDW308/708. 199/£249
TDX372/472 ......£169/£196
TDW562/662 ......£219/£269
CD PLAYERS
XLM408/MC100.£299/£799
XLV174/274 .. 139/£159
XLV574/674 .......£249/£299
MINI SYSTEMS ADAGIOS
$20/S30..... £369/£429
S50/S50R £469/£499
.£799/£999
MINI SYSTEMS
W48CD/58 ........ £429/£499
MICRO SYSTEMS
UXT/UXA4 ..........£299/£349
UXC7/AS5R........£359/£369

NAKAMICHI

CASSETTE DE
DR1/DR2...
DR3/CRYE.
DRAGON..
CD PLAYERS

£319/£419 7

ST2/ST3S
AMPLIFIERS
IA1/1A2

...£749/£599
IA4S.......... £199

INTEREST FREE CREDIT

DEPOSIT 20% for 6 MONTHS
DEPOSIT 30% for 10 MONTHS
DEPOSIT 40% for 12 MONTHS

SUBJECT TO STATUS CREDIT BROKER

Interest free is not on ex-display,
sale prices, match prices,
mail order or any other offer

W /7 S SPEAKERS
SPECIAL OFFER

PART EX. YOUR SPEAKERS & GET UP TO

£200

OFF

ACOUSTIMAS 7M2 £829 NOW £629
ACOUSTIMAS 5M2 £759 NOW £559
ACOUSTIMAS 3M2 £499 Now £349
ACOUSTIMAS 4M2 £599 NOW £449

WHEN PART EXCHANGE NOW PRICES ARE VALID
FREE COLLECTION & DELIVERY MAINLAND UK

EX-DISPLAY

THESE ARE ONE ONLY GENUINE PRODUCTS AT
PHENOMENAL SAVINGS. ALL ARE NEW IN MAKERS
BOXES AND FULLY GUARANTEED FOR 12 MONTHS

CD PLAYERS
MARANTZ

CD10/CDS53 .........
D72/CD63..

AMPLIFIERS
MARANTZ
PM44SE/52SE
PM63/54SE

NADS502......
NAD505M/5000.
KENWOOD

DP2050/3050 ..£139/£159
DP5050/7050 ..£219/£299
CASSETTE DECKS
SONY TCK611S .......£229
KENWOOD KXZ3050....£149
KENWOOD KXZ5530....£179
AV AMPS & RECEIVERS
KENWOOD
KRV6050/6060 ..
KRV7050/7700..
SONY
TAAV570KIT
SAVASB/TAAV510 .
TECHNICS
SAGX550LK
SAGX350LK
MARANTZ
PM700AV.................. £299

£299/£299
£349/£529

.£449
.£369

.£419
.£289

KENWOOD

KA1030/2060R.....£109/£149

KA302SE/5050.....£179/£299

NAD 302/304

PIONEER

A400/A400X ... £189/£239
....£99/£249

JVC AXR502/742 ....£189/£269

SPEAKERS

BOSE AM5 System...£499

BOSE AM3 System...£309

BOSE AM7 System...£599

CANON 530 4

JBL TLX140

JBL TLX120....

JBL TLX150...

B&W 620IM2..

B&W 600M1

JAMO ART ....... .£169

NAD 800/802...£119/£289

CELESTION 7/5.......£139/£179

Visit our Showrooms

Open: Mon-Sat 9am-6pm
Please ring before coming for stock availability

MAIL ORDER

Please supply

| enclose cheque/PO for £

Expiry Date
Name

Address

Postcode

=ERS=E

HFC 2/95

B We GuaranteeBestDeals ll 1 H B

opn




A A Best Buy

Amplifiers

he amplifier sits at the heart of the system,

processing the outputs from all the various

music sources as necessary and then driving
the loudspeakers. These two (quite separate)
functions are integrated into a single box at the low-
to-middle price points; separated pre- and power
amplifiers, even separate power supplies, become
increasingly common as one moves upmarket.

There is a substantial difference between

specialist (sound quality oriented) amplifiers and
the consumer electronics style models. The former
are bleakly simple, avoiding all unnecessary
features to provide the most direct signal path in
the interests of sound quality. The latter range
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from models with basic tone controls to those with
remote control (including volume), surround sound
options etc.

We include our measured power output (RMS,
8ohm load, 1 channel driven) - but again,
paradoxically, this doesn’t necessarily correspond
to the loudness capability of the amplifier, which
has as much to do with the elegance of the
overload characteristics within a given system
(valve amplifiers invariably sound more powerful
than their rating would suggest).

Apart from output the facilities listing shows
how many line (that is inputs besides those for
phono cartridges) inputs a product has and

includes tape inputs. The MM and MC blobs
indicate which types of cartridge can be
accomodated. Integrated, preamp and power amp
indicate the type of amplifier and in some
instances that a pre/power combination has been
tested. In such instances the price given is for both
components. The remote control and headphone
socket blobs indicate the existence of these
facilities.

An increasing number of amplifiers are
supplied without RIAA disc stages, or with the
phono stage as an optional extra. If you use a
turntable, make sure that it has a MM or MC stage
to suit your cartridge.
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Product £Price Comments
Albarry AP4/S508 850 A= A disappointing sound from a pre/power amp that's hamstrung by a variety of technical oversights. Albarry has done better. 46 4 e . o 116
Albarry PP1 430 G+ Available with or without various MM/MC options, the "basic’ PP1 has an attractively warm, earthy sound. 48 4 . 104
Alchemist Kraken 395 A  Class-A objet d'art that's far too sensitive to RF interference. Can sound cold and fierce as a result. 5@ S5 i e Ie 116
A Alchemist Kraken APD7/APD8 775 @  Aquirky Class A number with an equally warm and colourful sound. Hardly accurate but entertaining nonetheless. 49 4 e e o 124
AMC CVT3030 529 A A well meaning and affordable attempt to mix transistors with valves, albeit one that only really shines with simple musical styles. g5 5 . 116
Arcam Alpha 5 230 A+ A pared-down version of the Alpha 6 that suffers little penalty in power but a significant forfeit in sound quality. 60 5 e . e 134
Arcam Alpha 6 300 WG A new MOSFET design with a subtle and melodic sound that takes a conservative view of powerful dynamics B8 6 "% o e e 129
Arcam Delta 1105/120.2 1070 W& Now in mkll guise this established combination has matured into a very articulate, powerful if dry-sounding amplifier. 109 4 e o e o o e 124
Arcam Delta 290 480 WG Combines the dryness and restraint of Arcam’s older models with a refreshing sense of detail, dynamics and musical colour. 99 5 e o o o & 116
A Art Audio Quintet 1393 W6 Switchable triode/ultralinear output stage. In triode mode these are 15 of the sweetest watts around. Surprisingly gutsy 15/25 . 109
A A Audio Innovations Alto 300 WG Despite a shortfall in very deep bass this unusual amplifier still sounds beautifully open, natural and relaxed. 40 6 . 138
Audio Innovations Series 200 848 @  Turns in a fuller and more substantial performance via MM rather than CD. Otherwise its sound can seem slightly bleached. 10" 5 *= e 109
Audio Innovations Series 300l 500 G+ Under-powered and over-distorted yet capable of realising an open and captivatingly expressive sound. Sensitive speakers are a must 9 4 s . 97
Audio Innovations Classic 25 899 G+ Warm, cuddly and immensely musical kit amp that almost transcends ‘hi-fi* with its sheer listenability 24 5 . 126
Audio Innovations Series 700 999 G+ Valve amp that can turn the roughest of digital sounds into music, both understated and graceful. Sensitive speakers are a must 24 5 L 116
Audio Note Oto SE 1500 WG Transparent, very dynamic, excellent clarity and subtlety with limited power make for a very clean sounding amp 95 3 e . 126
A Audio Note Ongaku 43125 E  Asingle ended, zero negative feedback, triode, line level integrated amp and a half. Probably the best amplifier in the world! 2l 6 . Col
A Audiogram MB1 500 G+ It'll successfully tackle the most difficult of speakers and still provide a very warm, rich and euphonic sound 46 . . e o 116
Audiolab 8000A 480 WG Recent updates have maintained its competitiveness with a thoroughly refined, consistent and very disciplined sound. €0F 5 & o F% e 129
Audiolab 8000C/8000P 1100 @  Very distinctive, almost stark neutrality that will not appeal to all listeners. Good value engineering, nevertheless 152 7 (e o o o e 97
Aura VA-100Il Evolution 350 G- Our sample failed to confirm Aura's claims for more power. The big, smooth yet slightly disjointed sound was equally familiar 74 6 e . e 138
A Beard Audio CA35/P35mkl 2390 W6 Good build quality and finish and a characteristic valve sound make a first class amplifier capable of great musical enjoyment 35 4 e o o o ® 63
Beard CA506 1695 G+ A versatile valve preamp, the bass sounded lively if a touch softened, while the treble was detailed but lacked a little sparkle 4 8 o . 50
Conrad-Johnson PV-10A 1250 E  Fabulous preamplifier. Beautiful imaging, superb detail, plenty of gain on the phono stage; classy build quality too. 4 e . 78
Conrad-Johnson Premier 7 11000 E  The 'Seven is designed without compromise, and is clearly one of the finest (valve) preamplifiers money can buy. 4 e o . Col
Creek 4240 249 G- Bearing no relation to earlier Creek designs, this radical re-think is very much more successful via MM than CD 49 4 e o @ e 134
Denon PMA-250IIl 160 A-  Pretty high resolution for the price, occasionally looses its grip but is generally engaging.and enjoyable by 3 [ . s 121
Denon PMA-350I 220 G+ In-depth modifications have brought the original PMA-350 out of its shell with a powerful, up-front and compelling performance. 89 5 e . s 134
Denon PMA-450 250 G+ Denon's latest integrated amp swept the board with its big, brassy if somewhat extravagant sound 998 5 i« ° ® 116
DPA Digital DSP-200S/DPA-200S 1245 E  The very dramatic but exceptionally detailed and transparent sound of this combination belies its modest power rating. 48 5 e 124
EAR 802/509mkil 4200 W6 Extremely well made and combining the sonic strengths of both transistors and valves this EAR combo warrants attention 100 6 = o ' 63
EMF Audio Sequel 349 G+ A fresh start for Mike Creek has resulted in the Sequel, a minimalist amp with a very refined but mildly restrained sound 47 4 . e 109
Exposure XX 625 A  Line only integrated with good sense of timing but limited hf extension. Likely to be very system dependent 43 4 . 121
Harman Kardon HK1400 400 6+ HK's first line-only amplifier exudes a relaxed but confident sound that is only troubled by the most dense of recordings. b 7 . 129
Harman Kardon HK640 400 G- A light and breezy-sounding line-only amp with full remote control. Needs more substance to counter its flyaway balance. 78 6 . e o138
Jadis JP30/JA30 12204 E  French tubes. Beautiful build, nostalgic styling and delightful sounding midrange transcend limitations at frequency extremes 30 4 e o B 60
JVC AX-R562 250 A- More fuss and bluster than detail and dynamics was how one listener concisely described this less than wonderful model 90 5 e e o o 121
A A Kenwood KA-3020 170 G+ An unassuming little amplifier that turns in a remarkably balanced and entertaining sound. Lively, detailed and engaging o8 5 = ° 97
A Kenwood KA-3020SE 230 G+ A lower-powered but more load tolerant version of the KA-3020 with an up-beat yet very comfortable and generous sound. 89 S5 [ . e 134
Kenwood KA-4050R 280 A- Respectable but ultimately uninspiring model whose remote control is its main asset. 85 5 & o & e o 121
Kenwood KA-5050R 350 A  Alistenable but neither particularly communicative or captivating amplifier that puts features ahead of sound. 081 6 & o % e e 129
Lecson Quattra 420 @ Underpowered but with the flexibility of four independent power amps. Very deep, captivating sound with 3D soundstaging. 400 5 = o iw 92
Linn Majik-1 593 A  The cornerstone of Linn‘s modular hi-fi system has many innovations to its credit but its sound is vague and confused. 83| 6 & . e e 129
Magnum Class A 599 G+ Lashings of rich and compelling music, trading a hint of lushness for stark accuracy. An unexpected find. Phono stage option 98! 7 . 116
Magnum Quartet 329 A= Anintegrated model that incorporates four monobloks optimised for bi-wiring, but sound is sandy in the treble. 2 5 . ¢ e 121
Marantz PM-44SEmkll 200 A-  Two generations on from the PM-40SE, Marantz' latest £200 contender provides a disappointingly grey view of music. 56 5 ' . e 134
Marantz PM-54SE 330 G- A beefed-up variation of the PM-40SE inside a PM-52SE case. It has a very quick but forward and ultimately tiresome balance. o 6|8 ° & e 138
Marantz PM-52SE 300 G+ The SE premium pays for a degree of fluency that draws you into the music and keeps you there. Rather nice 95 6 e o e e 121
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Product £Price Comments
Marantz PM-80mkIl 480 G- Less the revision and more an entirely new amp, this model sounds at its sweetest and most agreeable in the 31W Class A setting. 1900 5 e e ‘e e 129
A Moth Series 30 587 G+ A modular system capable of cracking results. The passive preamp and power amp combination warrant a Best Buy in their own right. = 35 4 & e o o 109
A Musical Fidelity Preamp/Typhoon 568 &4 A combination that plays everything close to its chest but bridge the power amp and you'll witness an explosion of detail. 62 6 e o 116
A A NAD 302 170 @¥+ A spritely and uplifting performance. Sounds loud but never intrusive or fatiguing. 3 5 B . ® 116
A A NAD 304 230 @+ Equally effective with CD and viny! this is another successful and entertaining NAD amplifier for your shortlist 50 6 F% . . e 121
NAD 1000S/208 1120 A+ One of the beefiest amplifiers we've ever tested. Unfortunately it sounds too restrained and lightweight. Sl 5 e o L e 124
A Nakamichi IA-3 350 @ A minimalist outing for the cassette heroes that's very confident if a tad restrained 62 3 . s 121
A NVA AP-20 340 G+ Utilitarian amplifier sounds gentle and restrained but is euphonic and utterly engaging. Optional phono stage 3% 4 . 109
Onix OA-21S/SOAP 730 6= Via MM disc this amp comes alive with a fresh and vibrant sound though its CD input sounds utterly dead by comparison 60° 4 (&= o [& 97
A Philips FA-930 200 A+ Radical styling hides a digital switching facility plus full remote control over what is Philips’ best effort to date 99 5 . o £8109
A Pioneer A-303R 200 @ A remote-controlled amp with a surprisingly fresh and uncomplicated sound that bests much of its audiophile competition o 5 e . o o 134
Pioneer A-300X 230 A+ This revamped version of the A-300 was also more confident sounding via CD than MM, yet our panel were still left unmoved b 5 e . 116
A A Pioneer A-400 280 WG Pioneer's design concept snaps into focus with an amp that seems to bubble with musical detail. A budget bench-mark 7l 5 % o (& e 92
Pioneer A-400X 300 @+ Now firmly in production and thoroughly retested, this erstwhile Best Buy was tonally unchanged but less compelling on audition B S % o [N 138
Pioneer A-503R 300 A- Atits best via MM disc, the dull and claustrophic sound of this remote-controlled amp is otherwise deeply uninspiring. 5 6 e . e o 138
A QED A270CD/PA 370 G+ Recent updates have bolstered the output of the A270 without adding to its colorations. The PA phono option is a touch expensive B S5 . 97
A QED C300/P300 630 @ A cost-effective combo, limited in its resolution but less beguiling as a result. Disc stage is sweeter but samey 88 3 Fe o ° i 85
Quad 34 398 A  Well-built durable preamp, filtering and above average tone controls but was found lacking in sound quality (viz: detail/dynamics) 4 & o . 44
Quad 66/606 1553 @  Amplifiers with a classic lineage but compromised by an equally dated, soft and undynamic sound. 38 6 & (N 124
Rega Elex 359 A Minimalist amplifier that sounds too forward, hard and unforgiving for its own good. Shows plenty of promise, however 81 4 o . 116
A Rose RV-23 450 @+ Beautifully built British ‘hybrid’. You can spend more to get a more transparent sound but it's hard to criticise at the price 3 &= . 7
A A Rotel RA-930BX 200 W& A gilded version of the classic RA-930AX with a dark and luxurious sound that's reminiscent of Rotel's heyday. 50 4 e . e 134
A Rotel RA-935BX 225 @ Aline only winner that lets a lot of music through and never lets things get out of hand. Could be a touch more enthusiastic 88 5 . 121
A Rotel RA-970BX 300 & Sounds lively, fresh and perky with plenty of power to manhandle tricky speakers. Not so clever with complex recordings however 9 6 o e 138
Rotel RC-980BX/RB-980BX 800 A  Plenty of watts per pound, souhd is expansive but lacks a sense of poise, of control and fine detail - a disappointment 448 5 e o o o e 109
Rotel RA-980BX 425 A This integrated version of the 980BX pre/power is certainly very powerful but also lacks poise and subtlety 139 5 o o o e 129
A A Sansui AUX-417R 280 @+ Unusually clean and precise with more subtlety than is usually attributed to remote control amps. 83 5 (&8 o e o e 121
Sherwood Al-2210 80 P Lightweight in all respects this is better than you'd find on a midi and at least its reasonably painless. 47 4 e . e 121
Sonic Frontiers SFC-1 1500 @+ Smooth, sophisticated Canadian valve amp with a decent direct input and more features than average 54 6 . 126
Sugden A21a 469 @  The modern-day relative of Sugden's original Class A amp and one that offers a smooth, easy-going sound 25 . 92
Technics SU-A800mk2 350 A  Aquick audition might convince you the ‘800mk2 is something special, but longer term listening shows it's little but bluff. 79 5 e . e o 134
A Technics SU-A900mk2 400 G+ A Jeckyl and Hyde amplifier with a dismal-sounding phono stage but delightfully transparent and engaging CD input. 117 5 o o e o 138
Woodside ISA230 900 A  Smooth and inoffensive valve amplifier if one that lacks the sparkle and euphony required for a truly entertaining sound. 27 5 e . 116
Woodside SC26/STA35 3254 @+ Synergistic pairing with a cool, controlled sound, good focus and transparency. More about poise than grunt 88 5 L 100
YBA Integre 1199 G+ Audiophile spec French integrated with good resolution and nice phono stage. 57 4 . e 121
A YBA 1 pre/power amp 8000 E  Well finished pre/power amp offers front rank stereo staging and transparency, and is capable of driving the most difficult loads 85 5 e . o 62
A YBA 2 pre/power amp 3849 G+ Superbly finished with very good space and transparency, slightly softened bass. Needs transformer for MC cartridges W 5 e o L 56
YBA 3 pre/power amp 2449 @  This duo produced see-through, ethereal stereo images that were more convincing towards the centre of the soundstage 56 4 | @ o % 72

AV amplifiers

n practice an A/V amplifier provides all the

standard CD, tuner, tape, aux and phono inputs

offered by a standard stereo amplifier. In
addition many also incorporate an AM/FM tuner
section, making them A/V receivers.

More importantly a modern A/V amplifier
includes a Dolby Pro Logic decoding chip along
with extra circuitry to effect the rear channel delay.
Naturally there's at least four channel's worth of
amplification under the bonnet to feed the five
loudspeaker outputs (Front L and R, Centre and
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Rear mono L+R).

Some A/V amps offer other surround modes
like simulated stereo, Hall surround (L+R is fed to
the rear) and Matrix surround (L-R is fed to the
rear). Others use an element of Digital Signal
Processing (DSP) to steer the Dolby Pro-Logic or
permit a variable rear channel delay. Some also
include DSP options like Jazz, Church, Hall and
Stadium modes which use different delay and

steering levels to generate different “sound fields'.

From left to right the headings below indicate

how many watts per channel each amp has for its
front, centre and surround outputs.

Surround modes indicates how many different
surround effects are available and includes DSP.
The audio inputs are for both hi-fi and AV
components. S-type and phono video inputs are
for VCRs, Laserdisc players and CTVs, S-type being
the better of the two .

Subwoofer outputs are of the phono socket variety
for active subs, and AM/FM tuner denotes if the
unit is effectively a receiver.

AV amplifiers s et
8 8 o, o, % o5 oe ,

Product £Price Comments

Denon AVC-3530 999 WG A true heavyweight with a richly detailed sound and flexible features to match 142 141 46 109 5 i§ o T& 125
Harman Kardon AVR30 999 G+ Limited surround options are offset by a very secure sound with excellent control over effects 74 75 8808 7 08 6 g o w105
Kenwood KA-V8500 699 G- Can sound a tad forced and immediate but is remarkably well-equipped with d{gna['soundﬁeld options. 62 63187 1041 6 ;5 e 125
Marantz PM-700AV 450 A+ Sounds just great through front and centre channels but surround is very weak. 8% 52888 308 6 9 125
Philips FR940 450 A- Perhaps as a result of the mismatch between front/centre channels, the FR940 proved a great disappointment on dem 180 24 24 6 8 4 0 e 125
Pioneer VSA-D802S 600 A= The disappointingly grey sound lacks attack and confidence, undermining the tension of movie soundtracks. 53 55 @88 9 UE 5 E8E e 125
Yamaha DSP-A2070 1100 @+ The ultimate in AV flexibility with full manual control over ever conceivable soundfield. 101" 99 58961 24 HO 6 S6 e 125
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Cables

ables are not accessories but an integral part
of your system. You can make do without
accessories but no conventional system will
function without cables. Inevitably some cables are
greater than others. The best cable for your system
will only be found through trial and error, but
hopefully by combining our recommendations with
those of a dealer you will end up with something
that suits both your pocket and your system.
Generally speaking budget to spend about ten per
cent of the total system cost on cables.

Analogue interconnects are the leads that
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connect source components to amplifiers and pre
to power amps. The cables in this section are priced
for a one metre terminated pair. Symmetrical
indicates where a twisted pair of conductors are
used.

Coaxial means that there is a central 'hot'
conductor and a shield that carries the negative
signal. Stranded cables have multiple strands and
solid core use individually insulated strand(s).
Copper and silver indicates whether these metals
are used as conductors.

Digital interconnects connect CD transports to

DACs, and are traditionally coaxial with a 750hm
impedance. They come in optical and electrical
varieties, the former being made of plastic or glass
and the latter in coaxial or alternative
configurations. The prices shown are for a
terminated linear metre

Speaker cables are used between the amplifier
and speaker. Our prices are for a terminated
smetre pair. Resistance and capacitance are
indicated as low (1), medium (M) or high (H).
Neither high resistance nor high capacitance cables
are suitable for long runs.

o % S %, %
Analogue interconnects
Product £Price Comments
Audio Note AN-A 29.50 A- A well-rounded and cuddly sound from a high-ish resistance interconnect. Lacks a sense of scale and dynamics . . . 108
Audioguest Ruby Hyperlitz 70 A+ A crisp, fast and articulate-sounding cable if one that's a little too pointed for our listeners . . . 108
A Audioquest Lapis Hyperlitz 329 E  Anexpensive cable that justifies its tag with a beautifully poised sound - natural, relaxed and very compatible . . e 108
Audio Technica AT620 28 A Plenty of cable for the money but its performance is distinctly lightweight, lacking depth and subtlety . . . 108
Chord Chameleon 53 A+ An unpredictable cable with an ‘anomalous treble’ that can sound harsh one moment and oddly recessed the next! ] . . 108
A Chord Solid 115 WG What looks like a military RF cable actually provides a slightly forward but incisive and intimately detailed performance . . . * 108
A Cogan-Hall Intermezzo Ref 185 E  Auser-hostile cable with a tight, convincing bass allied to a very relaxed and involving mid/treble . . . 108
Cogan Hall Intermezzo E-M 320 G+ This bigger, thicker and thoroughly unwieldy 3-core version of the Intermezzo Reference actually sounds a little coarser . . . 108
A A DNM Interconnect 40 W6 Fresh, transparent and packed full of detail, this slither of a cable scored a direct hit with our listeners . ° . 108
Goldring "Studio Quality’ 20 A- Abog-standard OFC coaxial cable that might otherwise be given away with a new amp or CD player. Cheap but nothing special . . . 108
A 1s0da Electric HA-08-PSR 199 G+ This odd-ball cables utilises a mix of copper, brass and aluminium strands to achieve a very distinct sound . . . 108
A Madrigal HPC 215 MG A very unusual cable design with a business-like approach to music-making that barely conceals its underlying ‘fizz' . . . 108
Magnan Type Vi 595 A+ With aseries resistance some 500-1000 times higher than average, the furry sound of the Type Vi will alter from system to system . . o 108
A Monster Interlink 500 60 G+ Plenty of hype to keep the marketing bandwagon rolling plus a lively and lucid balance to cheer up the enthusiast . . . 108
A Moth Ley Line Black 100 G+ The cheapest of Moth's Ley Line series uses just two twisted conductors to achieve a very solid and confident sound. L3 e . * 108
Moth Ley Line Grey 200 G+ The four twisted conductors of this cable actually mark a downturn in audio quality . . . * 108
A Panasonic RP-CA910 50 @  This conventional coax employs plenty of hi-tech materials which encourage an even-handed balance. A good upgrade . . . 108
A Silver Sounds 12/2 and 12/3  99/150 WG Both these cables share a similarly open, transparent and dynamic sound though the latter is arguably the better integrated . . . * 108
Sonic Link Yellow 60 A  Aninteresting non-copper cable with an up-front sounded described as "heavy-handed and pushy’. . . 108
A Sonic Link Violet 99 G+ Another nickel-based cable but with a very much better-balanced sound than Sonic Link Yellow . . 108
Straight Wire Laser Link 50 A+ Thanks to its high parallel capacitance this interconnect helps remove ultrasonic noise. Unfortunately it still sounds very odd! . L3 . 108
Straight Wire LSI-Encore 90 A+ A solid-sounding cable with a strong mid and bass but a disappointingly sat-upon treble . . . 108
A TaraLabs Prism 36 @  6N-purity copper, aero-grade insulation and spaced solid-core conductors all add-up to a slightly bright but frisky sound . . . 108
A A Tara Labs Quantum CD 63 G+ Praised by our panel for its lack of obvious vices, Quantum CD encourages a sweet and positive sound. . . ° 108
Tara Labs Quantum Il 99 6  Bass power and extension is the key to the sound of this unusual and hi-tech cable . . . 108
A van den Hul The Source 70 G+ Accurately reflects the life of the music without detail forcibly from the speakers . . . e 108
van den Hul MC D-102mklll S 80 A+ Arather coloured sound thanks to its full and resonant bass but spoiled overall by a dirty treble L . . * 108

Tel: 081 3485676 (2.00-7.00 pm)
Fax: 081 341 9368

Esoteric High Fidelity CABLES

...the RIGHT cables
... InYOUR system
... for YOUR ears

.. In YOUR home

CONNECTIONS

Dealers in: Absolute, Audio Note, Audioguest, Deltec, Harmonix, Kimber, Mandrake, MIT, Siltech, Symo,
Transparent, Van den Hul, WBT and others.

Contact us by phone, fax, or letterand we’ll do
our best to help you achieve your goal.

(Auditions may be subject toa handling charge)
13 John Princes Street, London W1M 9HB (A division of Connection 90’ Travel Ltd.)
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Digital interconnects Bt G

:d S
Product £Price Comments
A A Audioguest Video Z 50 E  The very best available with an expressive sound but generous price to sweeten the pill Electrical . * 108
Audioquest Digital PRO 90 A+ Asilver cable with all the drive of Video Z but lacking its clean-cut transparency Electrical . * 108
Audioquest Optilink Z 100 A Good level of midband detail but frequency extremes lack depth and extension Optical . 108
Bandridge AL560 20 P The disappointingly heavy and muddled sound of this basic fibre thwarts any recommendation Optical . y 108
Chord Codac 34 A A connection with a stranded inner core and a sound that lacks integration Electrical . * 108
A A DPA Digi-link 27.50 MG Can seem slightly impassive but there's no avoiding its exceptionally detailed sound Electrical . * 108
DPA Opti-link 20 P Very similar to Bandridge AL560 with an equally naff sound Optical . 108
Kimber PSB Digilink 24 A- Ananalogue interconnect inappropriately pressed into digital service. A visible deterioration in the digital signal results. Electrical . 108
Kimber KC-1 Digilink 52 A This cable adopts a woven construction with the addition of a conductive screen. Music lacks detail and spirit Electrical . 108
Kimber KC-AG Digilink 222 A-  An asymmetric cable using silver conductors that deviates from the 750hm standard. Not ideal for digital applications. Electrical . 108
A Kimber Opti-Link 70 @  Hardly cheap for what appears to be a bog-standard PMMA fibre, yet it sounds a little brighter and livelier than most. Optical . 108
A Monster Cable Datalink 100 45 G+ A colourful coaxial interconnect with an equally colourful and up-beat sound. Very compatible. Electrical . * 108
A Monster Cable Interlink LS100 45 6 Well constructed stepped-index fibre with polished ends and rugged connectors. Slightly lean, fuzzy but engaging performance Optical . 108
Moth Leyline Datalink 140 A- A thin, coaxial version of Leyline Black with a rather hard and unforgiving character. Too expensive Electrical . * 108
A A QED Digiflex 19 WG A top performance, low-loss 750hm coax with a very open, almost liquid quality that allows its music to ease naturally across Electrical . 108
Sonic Link Brown Digital 35 A-  Asolid-core, twisted-pair interconnect that deviates from the 750hm standard and provides an equally unbalanced sound Electrical b 108
Straight Wire Silver link 60 G+ A genuine attempt to get things right with a silver-plated, multi-strand coax. Yet it still sounds too dry and mechanical Electrical . e 108
A van den Hul MC Videolink 75 30 W6 An AV-cum-digital cable that comes very close to besting QED’s Digiflex. Still some emphasis of vocal sibilants, however Electrical . o 108
B Sy s %, %
Speaker cables
Product £Price Comments
A Audio Note AN-B 165 G+ A very high capacitance Litz-style cable whose sound may well act as a taming influence in many systems M H . . 109
Audio Note AN-D 100 A  Supplied in linear, non-polarised lengths that should be twisted into stereo pairs. Sounds rather gritty and forward L L . . 109
A Audio Note AN-SP 1270 WG Some 15 individually-insulated silver strands go to make up this very civilised but exceptionally detailed-sounding cable H L . e 109
A Audioquest F-14 4450 A+ Ideal for laying flat under carpets, F-14 encourages a slightly warm and vibrant sound M L . . 109
Audioquest Type 4 75 A+ Four 18-gauge OFHC copper conductors wound in a Litz-fashion increases capacitance but restrain the cable’s "bite’ M H . . 109
Audioquest Midnight Hyperlitz 260 @  Very similar to Type 4 but with a delicate smoothness that contrasts with the brighter sound of cheap cables L H . . 109
A Bandridge LC7259 & LC7401  20/30 A Two very traditional figure-of-eight cables. The thinner version (LC7259) sounds lighter and coarser than LC7401 L L . . 109
Bandridge LC8258 & LC8408  30/50 A-  Two versions of the Silverflex series that, sadly, encourage very little sense of poise or decorum in their music L L . . * 109
A Cogan-Hall Intermezzo Full-Range 465 WG  Extra care must be taken to prevent shorting this user-hostile cable. Nevertheless it sounds superb! L L L L4 109
A DPAIS19 275 G+ Shares the clear, neutral and transparent sound of the older 8S without the tremendous clarity of Gortex Black-16 L L . o e 109
A A DNM Rainbow 84 A+ The high impedance of this simple ribbon cable has an influence on the treble response of some speakers. Lacks ‘oomph’ H L . . 109
Heybrook Heywire 66 A  This well-meaning facsimile of earlier ribbon-style cables ends up sounding lumpy and uneven H L . . 109
Isoda Electric HA-20 400 A+ This unorthodox cable employs a combination of copper, brass and aluminium strands. It sounds ‘oddly impure’! M L . L3 109
A A Mission Stranded 20 G+ This Swedish-made cable proved a real hit with our listeners - a slick performer and Best Buy upgrade 1 M . . 109
Monitor PC KC27/KC34 40/60 A Two heavyweight multi-strand cables with a thick and chesty (10027) or light and wispy (10034) balance. Take your pick L L . . e 109
Monster Powerline 3 Plus 75 A-  The archetypal old-style Monster Cable’ that labours under a soggy bass and untidy treble L M . L3 109
Naim NAC A5 44 A- Described as a ‘dinosaur of a cable’ by our listening panel, this stiff rod of wire has little application outside of a Naim system [ L . . 109
QED Bi-wire 79-Strand 35 A Reminiscent of curtain track, this bi-wire version of 79-strand is unfortunately saddled with a ‘loud, hard and untidy’ balance L L . . 109
A Silver Sounds 12/2 300 E  Tonally accurate and exquisitely detailed, this cable opens a very transparent window on the music L H . . « 109
A Silver Sounds 16/4 200 WG A prime choice for bi-wire systems even if this cable does lack the full finesse of its sister 12/2 M H . . 109
Sonic Link Grey 80 G- A spaghetti-thin cable composed of silver-plated OF-copper and PTFE insulation. Lacks bass impact and treble ‘air’ H M . . * 109
A Straight Wire Waveguide 1.5 20 @ A conventional multi-stranded cable with a refreshingly up-beat, crisp but slightly lean-sounding balance M M . . 109
A Straight Wire Flex-4 50 @+ Another very quick and dynamic-sounding cable from Straight Wire. A little short on subtlety but very engaging nonetheless. i H . . 109
Tara Labs Quantum Il 238 6  Animaginatively-named cable that encourages an equally colourful sound. Described as ‘dark and fruity’ by our panel! L H . . 109
van den Hul MC The Clearwater 50 A  Despite its evocative title, the Clearwater turns out to be a disappointingly ‘murky sounding’ cable M L . . e 109
van den Hul MC The Magnum 265 A Touted as vdH's most prestigious twinlead speaker cable, the Magnum sounds surprisingly soft and old-fashioned L L . . * 109
A van den Hul MC The Wind 330 WG Blown-in from the continent, vdH's "Wind' kicks up a storm with its lush midrange and bone-crunching bass! L M . . « 109

TO GET THE FULL PICTURE, ORDER UP THE
RELEVANT BACK ISSUE FROM THOSE NICE PEOPLE
AT DENNIS DIRECT. CALL RUTH OR MARGARET ON

(0789) 490215. PLEASE NOTE THAT DUE TO HIGH

DEMAND NOT ALL ISSUES ARE AVAILABLE.
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he bad odour of copyright theft hangs around

the compact cassette, but there is no doubt it

is the world’s most versatile and ubiquitous
music storage medium. Buffs may wrinkle their
noses, but are happy to use cassette decks to
make up tapes for the car or personal.

There is no problem in connecting a cassette

deck to any normal amplifier, but some care needs
to be taken in choosing the best tapes for a specific

THE DIRECTORY

Cassette decks

performance and sound quality often go hand in
hand, and are frequently somewhat dependent
upon factory alignment. The mechanical integrity of
the mechanism is another crucial factor, that is
reflected in the price.

The columns on the right indicate when the
facilities shown in the headings are available on a
deck. Dolby B and C offer varying degrees of noise
reduction and the HX Pro system gives significant

recorders allow you to listen to a recording as it's
being made, a useful qulaity control function. Bias
adjustment allows you to fine tune the deck to suit
different types of tape when recording. Auto
calibration is a an automatic system for setting bias
and Dolby levels.

Twin deck offers the option to dub tapes or to
play two cassettes simultaneously. Autoreverse is a
useful convenience feature, but usually with some

machine. (Trial and error is one effective technique, treble improvements with ferric (Type I) tapes. mechanical compromise. In the case of twin decks

A A Best Buy but many decks have manual bias adjustment and Dolby S increases the level of noise reduction with ablob is inserted in this column even if only one
some match up to the tape automatically.) Lab less signal degredation than B or C. Three-head transport autoreverses.
0% e 2 4 /
Cassette decks %, 1007555

Product £Price Comments

Aiwa AD-F450 120 WG Basic but well designed budget deck; astonishing value, only the poor metering gives the game away . o e . 136
Aiwa AD-F810 230 @  First class budget 3-head machine with a dual capstan transport that really works at reducing the ‘fudge’ factor . o £ . 99
Aiwa AD-WX828 200 G- Equipment levels strong, and sound is both vivid and presentable, but control system daunting . L ® o ® 123
Aiwa AD-WX929 230 A  Superbly equipped twin deck that works and works well - remote control . o F% o . 17
Aiwa XK-S9000 700 G+ Fabulous build, clunky transport and sharp, refined sound quality with Dolby S or B and metal tapes . o e o is o & 105
Akai DX-57 220 @  Eschews fancy gadgets for a good transport and decent electronics. Sound quality is firm and tidy but avoid Dolby C. . o f% o % o 105
Akai GX-95II 440 G+ Sharp, clear and articulate sounding deck, with superb performance extending to frequency extremes . o W o L 99
Akai GX-R35 220 A Middling sound quality at best with Dolby B; deteriorates with Dolby C . o EN o . 9
Akai GX-W45 320 A Costly but musical high-spec dual deck, doesn't like modern high energy Type lls and IVs. Good stability and clarity . o [® . 1
Arcam Delta 100 850 E  Superb transport and a ripe, spacious sound. The Dolby S installation more successful than most. Some replay incompatibility . . N . 111
Denon DRM-740 260 A  Breathed-on DRM-710, with good external treatment offers good, if somewhat detached sonics . o B % s o 136
Denon DRS-610 200 6  Unique loading mechanism provides stability, and the deck has a crisp, clean quality. Occasionally anaemic bass . o e . m
Denon DRS-810 300 G- Drawer loading deck, carefully designed, yet lacking in subtlety on audition . o B . o 127
Goodmans Delta 700W 100 @ Compact and ultra-basic twin deck which is rough and bass shy, with less than stable tape path . e "M 123
Harman Kardon DC5500 600 A  Workmanlike sound quality offset by high price and inexplicable shortcomings like ‘forgetful’ Dolby switching and no timer support. . o s o (8 117
Harman/Kardon TD4400 350 @&  Simple features plus excellent engineering make this a model of integrity . o s . 127
Harman Kardon TD4600 700 A Original Dolby S deck has improved over the years and now sounds very acceptable. A strong, solid sounding deck - but expensive. . o Bw o 117
JVC TD-R452 180 A=  Tidy, stable but ultimately rather soul-less experience. Auto-reverse is useful though. . o e 117
JVC TD-X352 150 A~  Disappointingly amorphous sound despite decent measured results . e o . 117
JVC TD-V562 200 G+ Ultra-sophisticated transport at a silly price; sound quality is stable but slightly opaque . o (e . . 123
Kenwood KX-3050 170 A Acceptable sound quality marred only by a loss of midband analysis and slightly edgy treble . o 0w 17
Kenwood KX-5530 220 A- Neat looking, well equipped deck, adequately engineered but somewhat lacking musically. Worth considering if auto-reverse is a must =~ @ o B¢ . e 105
Kenwood KX-7050S 400 W6 Very well equipped and fine sounding deck, includes well implemented Dolby S. . o % o 8 o & 127
NAD 602 200 &  Minimalist deck for the audiophile market. Unfortunately engineering is minimalist too . « o 127
Nakamichi DR-3 400 WG Refined, exquisitely detailed and solid sounding 'budget' Nakamichi 2-header . . . 123
Nakamichi DR-2 600 W6 Accomplished design with simple features (manual tape select!) but superb sound/serviceability . . * o 127
Nakamichi DR-1 850 WG Typically idiosyncratic Nakamichi with manual everything, Good azimuth adjustment and dynamic, authoritative sound . . 117
Philips DCC600 500 A+ Simplified circuit and mechanism, but the Philips badly needs a D/A converter transplant . . e 123
Pioneer CT-S430S 200 W6 Against the odds - a 2 head Dolby S deck that works. Well set up and fully equipped . o Fal o e 136
Pioneer CT-S520 280 @  Decent if slightly coloured middle ranker with FLEX to revitalise old or soggy sounding tapes . o £ . . 123
Sansui D-X117WR 220 P Bassis thin and coloured, and the sound lacks dynamics, pitch accuracy and overall stability - the sound is neither stable nor solid . e o e 111
Sherwood DD-3010C 120 P Good range of features, let down by poor transport and iffy electronics . o BN e e 117
Sony TC-K415 180 A+ Mainly UK designed with audiophile intent, but spoiled by erratic output, at worst with metal tapes. . o E% e o 136
Sony (WMD6C) Pro Walkman 290 G+ One of the finest sounding cassette decks on the market today. A mandatory Best Buy, which also fits in your pocket . . 60
Sony TC-K611S 300 &  Cheapest Dalby S three header yet, yet slightly let down by lack of attention to detail . (E KR K 127
Teac R-9000 500 &  Much better than average auto-reverse deck, well worth considering. Nicely engineered too. . y N . e 105
Teac V-8000S 700 @  Superb stability and real subtlety, this must be the best TEAC yet. The only disappointment was the Dolby C . e e . . 105
Technics RS-BX646 230 G+ Unusually well built and non-microphonic deck with sophisticated facilities and lucid midband . e B % e o o 127
Technics RS-BX701 270 G+ Not cheap, but extremely well built deck, moderately well equipped a pleasure to operate and to listen to. . o e s o o 136
Yamaha KX-650 260 @  Fine audio manners, especially in the midband and treble, mark this high class deck out from the crowd . e . o 99

DON'T RISK MISSING AN ISSUE OF THE WORLD'S
MOST EXCELLENT HI-FI MAGAZINE. CALL THE HI-FI
CHOICE SUBSCRIPTION HOTLINE ON (0858) 468888.
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CD players

ow over a decade old, this all digital music The columns on the right indicate when the one than which do. The existence of electrical

source is well established despite high disc facilities shown in the headings are available on a and/or optical digital outputs is important for
prices and the opposition of some hi-fi CD player: DAC type indicates the type of convertor future upgrading with an outboard DAC, as a rule
enthusiasts. Compact Disc’s strengths over chip used in each player, 16, 18 and 20-bit are electrical outputs are the most desirable. Phase
conventionalvinyl are complete freedom from multi-bit types, all the others are bitstream variants.  inversion in the digital domain is rare on one box
surface noise, ease of use, and more robust In much the same way that an amp’s output is not players but can make quite a big difference if
software. indicative of its sound quality, the chip used in a you’ve got golden ears. Headphone sockets are
However, many vinyl enthusiasts still find CDs DAC isn’t the only determining factor in a CD useful but beware of those without volume
A A Best Buy sqund less inyolving than t'op qua!ity vinyl. But, player’s. sound, but Et is animportant one.. Remote controls. Track entry keypa.ds are those with
with the dominance of CD in the high street, even control is not yet universal, and we have includeda  calculator style buttons which makes track access
vinyl die-hards need a CD player today. tick box, more to show which machines don’t have much quicker.
@ 9,
,g,;i‘e/ Zoa, /’3’@0;
9 W%%%%@
CD players e e,
23 Yoy “p Py (/ 0
Product £Price Comments
Aiwa XC-750 200 A  Arefined version of the XC-700, sadly it has lost the magic of the original PDM Bitstrm . . . 119
A AMC CD6 349 G+ Based on the same 1-Bit circuit as Rotel's RCD-965BX but with a raunchier, beefier but less transparent sound. PDM Bitstrm e o o e 124
Arcam Alpha One 300 A+ The first UK-built player under £300 is hampered by a tidy but rather grey and uninspiring sound PWM bitstrm o o e 137
Arcam Delta 270 800 G+ The dry but tightly-focussed and supremely detailed sound of this player will either beguile or aggravate, depending on taste! Hybrid o B e 124
Aura CD-50 400 G- Based on an older Philips board with new CDM9 transport, this is a slim player with an innocuous sound SAA7321 e e 119
AVI S2000MC 999 G+ A stylish, midi-width player with an exceptionally refined and comfortable sound. Lacks passion 20-bit o o 119
A Denon DCD-615 180 @  Builds upon the smooth and composed sound of the DCD-595 while offering extra widgets at no extra cost. 18-bit e o & o w1139
A Denon DCD-825 220 @  Despite extensive revisions, this latest player still sounds like a typical “18-bit Denon', which is no bad thing! 18-bit o £ % & o @137
Denon DCD-1290 330 G- Looks the business but sound is a real five-minute wonder. Its compelling fizz lasts about as long as a firework. 18-bit o s o e o 107
Dual CD1001RC 180 A- This Yamaha-based CD player is compromised by a number of technical flaws and a fundamental lack of bass. PDM Bitstrm o BN e e 139
A Goodmans Delta 700 110 A+ A 16-bit alternative to the CDB50I that furnishes a colourful and animated sound 16-bit . 128
Grundig Fine Arts CD2 190 A- A stylish-looking player with a disappointingly vague approach to music-making SAA7350 . . 128
A Harman Kardon HK7725 800 WG This flagship implementation of RLS sounds impressively bold and dynamic - a genuine rock ‘n roller! 18-bit RLS o BN o BE o FWN124
A Harman Kardon TL8600 700 G+ Arefined and more flexible version of the TL8500 multiplayer with a significantly more expressive sound MASH/PWM . B o B W 132
JVC XL-V274 160 A  This appears to be a re-badged version of JVC's XL-V264, retaining an over-heavy bass and generally gaudy sound. PEM Bitstrm . e #1139
JVC XL-Z1050 500 A  Technically advanced and luxuriously equipped, this player remains rather bland and unsatisfying on audition PEM Bitstrm e o o e e 119
A A Kenwood DP-3060 200 G+ Based on the same filter/DAC as Marantz' CD-53 but with a more transparent, sober and highly insightful sound. NPC bitstrm . o B8 o U139
A Linn Karik 1497 WG Based on Linn's original CD transport, this player sounds dry but very positive, detailed and engrossing Crystal BS ° ih ® 119
A Marantz CD-53 200 @  Looks identical to the CD-63 but component costs are cut inside, exposing a slightly ragged but enthusiastic performer. NPC bitstrm e o e o s 139
A Marantz CD-63 250 WG New technology has enabled Marantz to steal a march on its old CD-52 series and, once again, regain the upper hand. NPC bitstrm e o o 8 o e 137
A Marantz CD-52IISE 300 @ A new mains transformer plus the full complement of internal mods has recaptured the frothy if startling sound of the original ‘52 PDM Bitstrm e = o . .1 19
Marantz CD-72SE 600 G+ A recommendation just eluded the grasp of this superbly built player thanks to its very polished but restrained sound. bitstream o % o e 112
NAD 501 180 G- A thoroughly typical frill-free player but with a slightly too cautious, even restrained musical outlook. SAA7323 139
A NAD 502 220 @ This updated version of the 5425 has traded the spontaneity of its forebear for a more precise but mechanical style of music MASH/PWM e e 119
Nakamichi CD-4 380 A- This looks new enough but sounds little better than the older CD Player 4 upon which it is firmly based. 18-bit o % e o 124
A Nakamichi MB-4s 300 @  Entry-level MusicBank player that sounds like it's come from a studio control room: plenty of dynamics and detail but little stereo depth = 16-bit . e 132
Onkyo DX-C110 350 G- A big and beefy 6-disc carousel that strides confidently through rock and pussyfoots around gentle ballads Bitstream . s 132
A Pphilips CD732 140 A+ A cross between Philips CD690 and CD920 is no more technically accomplished but encourages a very lively and entertaining sound ~ SAA7341 (N e e 128
Philips CD740 170 A  One of several Philips players using a hybrid of DAC technologies. Still sounds insufferably boring, however. Hybrid e o s o e 139
Philips CD750 200 A+ The costliest player in Philips range and the last to use its BS DAC lacks a sense of integration and stereo focus PDM Bitstrm o o 8 BN
Pioneer PD-S503 200 A  The cheapest Legato Link player yet but another that sounds unpredictable and generally hard work. PFM Bitstrm . e o e 139
A Pioneer PD-S703 300 G+ Legato Link and bitstream are combined into a cheaper IC though the player sounds as manipulative and intriguing as ever. PFM bitstrm o Fm o e 137
A Pioneer PD-S901 500 G+ The very refined but confident, crisp and powerful sound of the *901 snatches Pioneer's LLC concept from the jaws of defeat PFM Bitstrm o B o * 119
A A Quad67 790 E  Deceptively sleek in appearance but with a powerful, fluid and captivating sound reminiscent of Meridian's 206. Crystal BS o e 124
Rotel RCD-940BX 230 A- Asea-change in transport and DAC technology lies behind the most untidy-sounding and irritating player to emerge from Rotel. Hybrid . ) e 137
A Rotel RCD-945AX 230 G Based on the same CD-player-on-a-chip as Philips CD690 but with improved execution and build. SAA7341 e o e 124
A A Rotel RCD-965BX 300 E  An exceptionally refined bitstreamer: transparent, exquisitely detailed and powerfully emotive. A landmark player PDM Bitstrm L e 100
Sansui CD-X317 250 A Notin the same class as older CD-X311mkIl. Same technology but the sound is neither as responsive or engaging MASH/PWM o o e o 107
Sansui CD-X617 350 A  This ‘double-DAC’ version of the CD-X317 is more impressive, sounding light and tizzy with pop but dull with classical CD’s MASH/PWM . e o 112
Sansui CD-Alpha 717DR 1560 G+ A beautifully constructed if rather dated flagship player with an equally sedate and unadventurous sound MASH/PWM e s o o o . 124
A A sherwood CD-3020R 130 6  Although this budget wonder has little respect for musical convention, what emerges is still remarkably entertaining NPC bitstrm . o F&119
A Sherwood CD-5010R 160 G+ A warm, detailed and enjoyable performance from a solidly built but affordable package. PDM Bitstrm . e o 124
Sherwood CDC-5030R 200 A-  The replacement for the successful 5-disc CDC-5010R sounds messy, disjointed and generally unpleasant. A great disappointment Bitstream . & o 81132
Sony CDP-312 150 @  Something of a rough diamond, offering a raft of features and good build but a decidedly technicolour sound. PLM bitstrm . e 139
Sony CDP-C345 230 A+ Sony's Hybrid Pulse DAC sounds great in the CDP-311 but in this 5-disc carousel it provides a mere skeleton of a performance PLM Bitstrm . e & 132
A A 5sony CDP-715E 250 E  Advanced Pulse technology collides with UK tweaking to produce one of the most fabulous CD players in recent memory. PLM bitstrm . e o e 137
Sugden SDT-1 850 A  Bearing in mind Sugden’s SDA-1 converter lies at the heart of this player, its unpredictable performance is disappointing 16-bit e » : 119
Teac CD-P3500 200 A A well-meaning attempt to pare-down the CD-P4500 results in a similar looking player with a thoroughly uninspiring sound PDM Bitstrm o % e o 112
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Rotel RA 930 AX MKI amp 170 120 50 |A/V Speaker Package
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Infinity Ref 10 Speakers 200 140 60
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Product £Price Comments

A Teac CD-P4500 280 6 TEAC's first genuine 1-bit player its sound described as having a certain ‘organic warmth’, very composed and easy-going. PDM Bitstrm e o e o 107
Teac VRDS-10 770 A+ A basic analogue stage compromises the potential of TEAC's superb engineering and digital electronics. Lacks bass energy DAC7 e o o e 119
Technics SL-PG460A 160 A  Sadly this player lacks the fire of Technics’ earlier budget wonders. It looks similar but sounds terribly apathetic. MASH/PWM . & o %139
A Technics SL-PG440A 170 @  This mix of the SL-PG520 and '420 fails to benefit from the strengths of either and only just achieves recommendation MASH/PWM . . e 18124
A A Technics SL-PS620A 200 G+ A costlier, tarted-up version of the SL-PG520A that loses very little in the way of clarity, sparkle or in compelling dynamics MASH/PWM . (B KB I
Technics SL-PS740A 250 A Nothing wrong with its technical heritage but Technics' ongoing ‘improvements’ only serve to stifle the sound of this player MASH/PWM . o & o FW 137
Yamaha CDX-670 290 G- Yamaha has retained the CDX-660 casework but cut costs with a new multi-task IC that's not entirely de-bugged. PDM Bitstrm o o s o e 124

CD player can be split into two basic

components; the disc drive or transport,

and a device which turns the digital
bitstream coming off the disc into an analogue
audio signal. This is called a digital to analogue
convertor or DAC. Although most players are
contained in a single box, expensive players are

CD transports and DACs

used to upgrade an existing CD player. Thus an
early machine with a satisfactory transport can be
rejuvenated by adding an outboard DAC.

The columns on the right indicate the facilities
available on a transport or DAC. Remote control is
self explanatory. The existence of electrical and/or
optical digital in and outputs is pretty fundamental

better than + soppm (parts per million), certain
DACs won't lock onto transports with a lower clock
accuracy. DAC type shows the specific convertor
chip employed. In much the same way that an
amp’soutputis not indicative of its sound quality,
the chip used in a DAC isn’t the only determining
factor in a CD player’s sound. Phase inversion in

A A Best Buy usually two box affairs. to transports and DACs, as a rule electrical outputs  the digital domain can make quite a big difference
Although many of these units will be are the most desirable. Class 1 transports are those  if you’ve got a high resolution system and golden
purchased as matching pairs, a DAC can also be with an output whose crystal clock accuracy that’s ears.
%o,,, 7
% /c-e/o' /06/0"
% {%é/ {9/’;'9/ 2,
CD transports
o (7 Yy 7 Q
Product £Price Comments
A Arcam Delta 250 750 G+ Arcam'’s best effort yet is a new design based on the Philips COM9 transport; specification includes Sync Lock facility. . . . . 130
A Counterpoint DA-11E 1495 W6 By rights this transport should be highly incompatible yet it delivers a remarkably vivid and natural sound . . . . 130
A Meridian 200 895 G+ Broadly compatible and offering a light, fresh and very bubbly sound that is both natural, engaging and unfatiguing . . . . 96
TEAC P-2 3500 @  Beautifully styled and constructed but sound is bleached and generally less inspiring than that of the P-10 . . L3 . 96
TEAC P-2s 4300 A+ The latest version of Teac's luxury P-2 transport sounds as over-engineered as it looks . . . . 130
A Theta Data Basic 1990 G+ A mild-mannered transport capable of marvellous results with lively-sounding outboard converters ° . . . 130
Wadia 8 3195 @ |Includes a budget version of Teac's VRDS mechanism in a fancy case; just too expensive for the performance on offer. . . . . 130
%00.. O&ée
Ty o, %
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Product £Price Comments
A A Arcam Black Box 50 450 W6 A very measured and sophisticated sound from a DAC that leaves plenty in reserve to accommodate future upgrades. Hybrid . . . 127
Arcam Delta Black Box 500 750 A+ A very sophisticated unit equipped with Sync Lock and discrete DAC circuitry. Early samples sounded restrained and grubby. Bit Stream . . . 136
A Audio Alchemy DAC-in-the-Box 200 @ Despite its slightly veiled sound this giveaway DAC may still rescue the oldest of players from obsolescence. 18-bit . . 127
Audiolab 8000DACMKII 750 @  Just as smooth and refined as its predecessor yet, sadly, still manages to obscure the passion or fire of music DAC7 . . . 127
Audio Note DAC 1 600 6  An oddball DAC with manual de-emphasis switching. Needs a high preamp input impedance if bass is not to suffer. 20-bit . . 127
AV} §2000MD 549 @  Despite using a very different chipset, the S2000MD sounds as civilised and refined as AVI's other digital separates. 16-bit . L3 . 136
A Cambridge Audio DACMagic-1 150 W6 Ridiculously under-priced, this DAC is better suited to high-end transports than the budget players it was intended to partner Hybrid . 136
DPA Digital Little Bit Il 400 6 A new on-board mains filter promotes a smoother and richer sound at the expense of some life and vitality SAA7350 . . 127
A DPA Digital Bigger Bit 695 @  With either P-10 or Meridian 200 transports it delivers a very taut and dynamic sound, bathed in an open acoustic DAC7 . . 103
Kinshaw Overture 235 A-  Aneat enough package that's infested with a variety of technical bugs and severely chastised on audition. Hybrid . 136
A Kinshaw Perception 745 W6 A two-box converter that sounds loud, quick and very dynamic without tripping over complex material. A good ‘un Hybrid . 136
A Meridian 563 695 G+ Warmer but no less detailed than the earlier 200-series, the 563 really comes into its own with top-flight CD transports. Crystal . . . 127
Meridian 606 DAC7 1350 @ By refining the 203's sound further Meridian have also tempered its vibrancy and ‘life" . Fickle with other transports DAC7 . . . 101
Micromega Duo BS2 600 6 Has a tendency to sound light, airy and ‘fast’ but it can also become a little hard or - fatiguing with some digital outputs SAA7321 . . . 101
Micromega Microdac 300 A+ Described as a modest but entertaining performer, achieving its sweetest balance with Arcam’s D170.3 transport. SAA7321 . . 113
A Mission DAC5 300 G+ Another modest DAC but one capable of a lean but clean and detailed sound that's typical of the DAC7 breed DAC7 . . 113
A Musical Fidelity Tubalog 499 G+ The animated character of the Tubalog ensures it's a great upgrade on budget CD players. 18-bit . 127
A A Pink Triangle Ordinal 750 E  The cheapest dual-differential DAC7 converter available. Offers interchangeable digital filters and top-flight sound quality DAC7 . . . 136
A A QED Digit 139 G+ Bearing in mind its expressive but very forgiving performance the Digit is almost embarrassingly cheap POM Bitstrm 113
A QED Digit Reference 425 G+ No great advance over the basic QED Digit yet its enthusiastic sound is more than competitive at the price. Bit Stream . . 136
Select Systems Dacula 2 400 @  The overly warm and heavy bass of this DAC is quite atypical of the Crystal Bit Stream DAC Crystal - . 127
A Sugden SDA-1 749 G#+ A pleasant surprise from the fuddy-duddies of audio, judging by its ‘masses of high resolution detail and tremendous dynamics' TDA1541 . 113
Thule Audio DAC-200 799 A  Agood first effort from Thule even though its fizzy and over-eager sound could do with house-training DAC7 . L3 . 136
Woodside DAC1 909 6  Fine but slightly dated and costly package in performance terms - but flexible, musical and t well built 16-bif . . 87
A Woodside DAC2 509 G+ Offering a sharp and dynamic sound, all the more captivating for its lack of graininess and ‘tizz’. A reliable upgrade 16-bit . 101
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THE SYNERGY
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Tel: 01932 873444
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Dual Mono 150W per Channel, Remote Controlled
All Tube Line Level Integrated Amplifier.
EST. 1988 For further details on the Synergy and our complete range
including a UK dealer list, please call or write.
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Product £Price Comments
Arcam Delta 250/Black Box 50 1200 WG A very sophisticated combination that sounds silky-smooth without appearing soft or sugar-coated. A bargain two-box player Hybrid o B o e 133
Audio Alchemy DDS/DTI/XDP/P52 2047 A4 A multi-box combination with a Bit Stream DAC that is fundamentally more inspiring than its partnering transport. DAC7 o B . e 120
Cyrus Discmaster/Dacmaster 1900 G# A powerful-sounding and perhaps slightly heavy-handed combination that cuts right to the heart of its music 20-bit o % e 133
DPA Digital T-I/PDM2mKI 3245 G  Aningenious combination that includes a clock-feed from the DAC to CD transport. Capable of astonishing results DAC7 e & oW e 120
DPA Digital T1/PDM 256 3890 6  Ahighly advanced duet with adjustable dither facility. Sadly its different settings only usher-in different compromises Bit Stream e s o e 133
EAD T-1000/DSP-1000 2195 WG Atwo-box player based on Pioneer's Stable Platter CD transport. Its music always sounds fast, furious and fascinating 20-bit o8 o ® 120
Linn Karik/Numerik 2495 G+ Partnering Linn's Numerik DAC with its Karik CD player (as transport) provides a dry, dynamic but also slightly dirty sound. 20-bit o e e 120
Meridian 200/263 1390 ‘6@  Now updated with Crystal Bit Stream technology, this popular duet has unfortunately lost much of the charm and poise of the original. * Bit Stream o B e 120
Meridian 500/563 1670 A+ Combinedwith its own 500 transport, the recommended 563 sounds disapointingly thin, brash and uncomfortable. Crystal e s o e 133
A Meridian 602/606 3100 WG Meridian's top-of-the-range two-box player looks and sounds both distinctiue and elegant, the perfect partner for a cultured system! DAC7 3 KR e 120
Monarchy Audio DT-40A/M-33 3090 WG An intriguing combination that provides a beefy and enthusiastic performance via its balanced AES/EBU connection 20-hit N . e 133
Proceed PDT3/PDP3 5214 G+ The third in a series of unusual transport/DAC combinations and a pairing that retains a powerful, confident and rugged sound 20-bit o FL o e 120
PS Audio Lambda/Ultralink Two 4900 W& In direct contrast with its appearance, this duet positively sparkles with colour and resonant detail 20-bit e o o e 133
Teac P-700/D-700 1500 WG They may lack the resolution of high-end colleagues but still sound warm, bubbly and perpetually entertaining. 20-bit e o o e 120
Teac P-2s/D-2 6000 A= Teac's VRDS statement looks a million dollars but sounds rather thin and uninvolving. A great disappointment. 18-bit oW o % * 133
Theta Data Basic/Cobalt 307 2696 G+ A cautious and slightly over-refined combination that fails to make the best of either component Hybrid e o o e 133

DAT players

AT, or digital audio tape, has been on the
market for quite some time now but has
never really ‘made it’ as a consumer
medium, probably due to the fact that very little
prerecorded software has been made available.
In the last year or so it has began to carve itself
a niche at the top end of the market replacing reel

DAT players

Product

JVC XD-Z1010TN
Panasonic SV-3700
Tascam DA-30

to reel tape recorders as the audiophile’s tape
based medium.

The DAT standard specifies a 48kHz sampling
rate, which is higher than CD, so direct copying in
the digital domain is only possible on those
machines with dual sampling frequencies, ie 48kHz
and 44.1kHz. Some machines also record at 32kHz

to give a longer recording time for a given length of
tape, this is shown in the LP mode column.

The optical and electrical in/outputs in the
column headings are for digital signals, analogue
in/outputs are universal. The AES/EBU and S/PDIF
socketry is for connection to professional
components such as mixing desks.

% %y,
 Cen, S S
& %’5’0 . ,}"‘e/ &y, e 4
% 7, %, %, %, %, o4,
% o @ ¢ ¢ 0
£Price Comments
900 A+ Ambitious but ultimately disappointing deck with an opaque musical delivery and more features than you can shake a stick at . . . . M
1111 A Slick, powerfully equipped, this pro DAT has a clear, quick and colourful sound somewhat lacking in weight and substance . . . 111
1199 A+ Interesting pro DAT deck with solid, tangible sound quality which is nevertheless lacking in analysis . . . 11t

Headphones

here are a variety of different approaches to

head phone design. Amongst the more

expensive models, electrostatic drivers are
used in open-backed phones. The majority of these
come with some form of transformer which usually
takes the signal from the speaker terminals on the
amplifier, but some can run from a pair of tape out
sockets.

Headphones

Product

AKG K44

AKG K135

AKG K240 Monitor

AKG K280 Parabolic
AKG K340

AKG K400

AKG K500

AKG K1000
Audio-Technica ATH-910

£Price Comments
42 A
46 A
82 6
1

191 E

The more down to earth (see affordable)
models feature dynamic, or moving coil, drivers in
circular open or closed backed designs. The
advantage of open backs seems to be a
correspondingly open sound, but one can also of
course hear external noises. Closed-back designs
are useful in situations where it is necessary to
block out background noise, but they aren't

Good quality personal oriented phone, could have a better sense of space but is musically quite communicative
The K135s don't live Up to the usual AKG standards, though they do have the ability to reproduce rhythm well
Something of a classic, these AKGs are very user friendly in all respects; sonically on the warm side of neutral
7 G+ Avery revealing and unusual twin driver design that uses the same principle as a satellite dish to beam sound into the ear

Heavyweight cans in most respects, the K340 with its electrostatic tweeter is a very revealing headphone

118 WG Comfortable over long sessions. Sound is exquisitely detailed, dynamic and uncoloured

138 {G+ Open and clear, they reproduced music with impressive definition, balance is on the light side but transparency is high

646 E
90 6

One of the best dynamics on the market, hooks directly to speaker outputs and makes much of the competition sound lame

The closed-back 910s are an improvement on the 909s with a nice rhythmic quality rarely found with headphones

generally as good sonically.

Another means of distinguishing different
types is the way they sit on your head. There are
three styles: circumaural models enclose the ear
and rest on the side of the head; supra-aural
designs feature a flat pad which presses on the
outer ear (pinna); and intra-aurals rest inside the
ear itself, and are popular with personal stereos.
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Supra-dural . . 99
Supra-aural ° . 63
Circumaural . . 63
Circumaural . . 63
Circumaural . . s 75
Supra-aural . . 121
Circumaural . . m
Extra-aural . . . . 99
Circumaural . . 55

Hi-Fi Choice February 1995 143



HEYBROOK have been producing
excellent sounding hi-fi
equipment since 1978.

GOOD-..

The famous, HB1 loudspeaker,
voted "Best Loudspeaker under
£250" for 3 successive years by
What Hi-Fi magazine is still the
only British loudspeaker with such
a record.

Awarded the highest accolade of
‘Four Ears" by the German
magazine Audio, the HB1 was
voted the most  popular
loudspeaker by Audio readers in
Germany in 1988 and received a
Palmares Gold Disc Award in
France in 1991.

Accolades for Heybrook continue:
All current products reviewed by
Hi-Fi Choice have been rated a
"Best Buy" or "Recommended" and
many excellent reviews have
appeared in the Hi-Fi press both at
home and overseas.

Integra and Signature Amplifiers;
budget priced Prima, with shielded
magnets;  Solo, HB1, Trio,
exceptionally good looking Quartet
‘(@ 'magical loudspeaker" Hi-Fi
World July 1993) and elegant floor
standing Sextet loudspeakers; a
range of stands and Heywire
speaker  cable  continue  to
re-enforce the Heybrook name for
good sound.

HEYBROOK [N

HEYBROOK Hi-Fi Ltd. Estover Industrial Estate, Plymouth PL6 7PL
Tel: (0752) 731313 Fax: (0752) 733954
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Product £Price Comments
Audio-Technica ATH-9000 246 G  Electrets which connect to the amps speaker outputs, it sounds a little too smooth but would suit aggressive amps Circumaural . 111
Beyer DT311 45 A+ Uncharacteriustically tight, unrefined soud quality from otherwise well engineered ‘phone Supra-aural . . 133
Beyer DT411 59 6  Areasonable but not very thrilling headphone that doesn't really offer enough at the price Supra-aural . . 1
A Beyer DT911 199 WG Probably too revealing for many headphone amps these are very subtle and fine if expensive cans Circumaural . . i
A Beyer DT990 119 W6 A significant pair of dynamic headphones; they have a smooth and yet revealing neutral sound that is hard to criticise Circumaural . . 55
A Jeckiin Float Electrostatic 399 E  These electrostatics have an openness of sound rarely found in the breed, with good dynamic range to boot Circumaural . L3 55
A A Jeckiin Float Model One 75 G+ Whilst very unusual in appearance, the Floats give remarkable sound quality and openness at a reasonable price Circumaural o . 55
A Jeckiin Float Model Two 99 G+ Helmet shaped and pretty unflattering but open sounding and comfortable in the long term. te lack of adjustment Circumaural . . : 63
JVC HA-D690 40 A  Competent but rather undistinctive cans, a bit middle of the road and well suited to aggressive sources Supra-aural . . -
JVC HA-DI10 65 A  Broadly acceptable if unexciting design with low level losses and some colourations Circumaural . . 121
Kenwood KH-1000 20 A- First step up from a true mini: a near miniature which is cheap, comfortable and inoffensive Supra-aural . . 121
Koss TD/60 30 A- AM radio like bandwidth limitations and colourations, and rather flaky build Supra-aural L3 . 133
Maxell HP-3000 30 P Solid, smoothn sounding but congested and undynamic. Includes in-lead controls Supra-aural . . 133
A Pioneer SE-400D 37 G- Acceptable if unexciting all-rounder, with good long-term comfort levels Supra-aural ] . 133
A Ross RCH-300CD 20 P In-lead contrals are the highlights of this shoddy, sometimes agressive sounding design. Supra-aural . . 133
A A Sennhesier HD320 40 E  Superb value: articulate, accurate and musically effective, but location on ears can be uncertain Supra-aural . . 133
A A Sennheiser HD440 1 35 A+ Still the one by which others at the price are measured, though now slightly leaden sounding, cold treble Supra-aural . . 121
A Sony MDR-CD1000 170 G+ A fine sounding and comfortable headphone that's likely to work well with most sources Circumaural . . 111
A Sony MDR-CD450 45 G-  Fair acoustic isolation and comfortable curcum-aural construction, moderate sound quality Circumaural . . 133
A A Sony MDR-CD550 60 @+ A very competent headphone, creates a remarkable sense of space for a closed back design and sounds natural to boot Circumaural . . 9
A Sony MDR-CD750 90 G+ Reasonably comfortable and eminently listenable these Sonys have characteristically good bass power and relaxed hf Circumaural . . 111
A Stax Gamma pro/SRD-X pro 678 E  The Gamma pros are like a stethoscope for your hi-fi, revealing subtleties that many loudspeakers fail to resolve Circumaural . . 63
A Stax Lambda Signature/SRM-T1 1644 E  The Signature when combined with the SRM-T1 valve driver must be the most transparent headphone available Circumaural . v . 72
A Stax SR Gamma 239 G+ The next model down the Stax range from the Lambda, the Gamma is an excellent headphone with little to criticise but the price Circumaural . . 55
A Stax SR Lambda Pro/SRD-7SB 674 G+ An industry reference, frighteningly revealing, bringing across more information than loudspeakers costing twice as much Circumaural . . 55
A Stax SR Lambda Pro/SRM-1 1239 E  Extracts layers of information that other headphaones only hint at. The SRM-1 has more edge than the SRM-T1 Circumaural . . 75
Technics RP-F10 100 A Another very comfortable sealed model, modest sound isolation and uneven sound favouring bass Circumaural . . 121
A Vivanco SR606 40 G+ Althoughslightly overblown at times, this model is easy on the aers and essentially enjoyable. Circumaural . . 133
A A Vivanco SR808 Classic 55 @  Anew mid price reference from a new and interesting source. Good all round, no obvious shortcomings Supra-aural . . 121

Loudspeakers

ast item in the hi-fi chain, to some extent the enclosure, much of which may have begun life as bass extension (how low does it go), shown as
loudspeaker is merely the slave of what has part of a tree, plus a coup'e of drive units hidden ‘bass from’, for the given box size. After that such
gone before, capable only of reproducing a behind a removable grille. Inside the box lurks a subtleties as coloration (or lack of it) and
signal as good as it is fed. Nevertheless the simple electrical circuit known as a crossover, dispersion come into the equation.
distortions (colorations and stereo effects) which divides the incoming (full range) signal into Careful placement of the loudspeakers within
introduced by loudspeakers (and rooms) tend to the right bits for the drivers to handle. Variations the room is as important as the initial choice of
be more immediately obvious than those on the above formula are specifically identified in model. See siting columns for guidance. For good
A A Best Buy anywhere else in the chain, so careful choosing the entries. The designer’s primary task is to stereo they need to be more or less the same
according to taste is very important. balance the ‘sensitivity’ of the loudspeaker (how distance from nearby walls. Models not ticked as
The average loudspeaker consists of asmallish  loud it goes for a given electrical input) against the ‘floorstanding’ will require rigid stands.
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Product £Price Comments
A Acoustic Energy Aegis 1 452 G  Rich and slightly heavy balance doesn't mask fine mid/treble coherence and transparency. Entry level for all-metal drivers 39x21x26 28 84 L] ﬁB
Acoustic Energy AE1 950 6 Amongst the best miniatures around, shows exceptional mid focus and coherence, but is pricey and could be more agile. 29.5x18x25 48 84 . 102
A Acoustic Energy AE3 1650 G+ Solid, authoritative and impressively accurate — if a shade ponderous and slow 63%26.5x37 23 85 . 86
A A Alison AL100 100 A  Loud and lively budget wall-mount is bigger and beefier than most of the competition, if lacking some subtlety and refinement 335x24x21.5 30 87 o 94
Allison AL105 170 A-  Pretty enough in appearance, sonically the AL105 doesn't really make the grade at the £150 asking price 37x24x21 45 87 o 78
A Alison AL110 220 G- Compact bookshelf model is a little dry and mid forward, but bass is extended and solid 40x24.5x22.5 28 86 . 102
Allison AL120 420 A Pretty well balanced if slightly mid forward, but sound quality is a little disappointing for the price 63x28x27 : 30 88 s e iE
Allison MS 200 220 A- Small and solid as a brick, this micro-miniature has limited bass and bright balance, but sounds agile and communicative 255x14.5x15 50 85 106
A Apogee Caliper Signature 3995 G+ Power hungry full range ribbon panels have remarkable transparency and delicacy, loudness and ‘grunt’ are a bit lacking 122x70x6.5 30 81 . e 81
A Arcam Delta 2 300 G Pretty luxury compact sounds a shade forward and coloured but has dynamic and lively bass for its size 37.5x22.5x27.5 40 87 o 94
ATC SCM20 1461 G+ Massively built, invariably informative but the rather forward presentation can be uncomfortable 44x24x31 28 82 s o 8
A Audio Note AN-E/B 1300 G#+ Lovely coherence, great midband dynamics and transparency, extended bass and high sensitivity — pity it's so darn ugly! 80x36x28 20 91 . 106
A Audio Note AN-J/B 799 G+ Light damping and local unevenness adds some coloration, but doesn’t spoil the very lively, dynamic and coherent sound 58.5x33x24.5 25 90 . 110
Aura SP-50 400 A Two very tasty drivers rather outclass the cabinetwork; a capable but slightly dull compact stand mount 40x22x25 30 87 o 126
A B&W 2001 120 A Cunningly concealing its (very real) limitations, this is just about the smoothest and best balanced miniature around 29x18x21 48 87 . 118
B&W 2003 190 A- Flashy and assertive ghetto blaster styling is not reflected in the rather bland, if well balanced sound 43x21x25 30 88 . 122
B&W DM600i 180 A+ Smart cosmetics and a very even balance overall, but dynamically rather bland; amplifier current demands are quite high 35X20.5X25 25 88 . 135
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Do you want to choose your hifi in a
comfortable and relaxing environment . . ?

Do you want friendly and helpful advice
(and a cup of tea) . . ?

Do you want to buy your system
based on what you hear (and not what
somebody tells you) . . ?

Do you live in GUILDFORD . . ?

. or Addlestone, Aldershot, Ashford (Middx), Ashstead, Bagshot, Basingstoke, Bracknell,
Camberley, Chertsey, Cranleigh, Dorking, Epsom, Esher, Farnborough, Farnham, Frimley, Godalming,
Hartley Wintney, Haslemere, Hook, Horsham, Kingston, Liphook, Leatherhead, New Malden,
Odiham, Petersfield, Reading, Reigate, Redhill, Richmond, Shepperton, Virginia Water, Walton-on-
Thames, West Byfleet, Weybridge, Windsor, Woking?

Nobody else in these areas stocks all the following major brands: Acoustic Energy, Arcam, Audio
Innovations, Audiolab, Aura, B&W, Celestion, Creek, Cyrus, Epos, DPA, Harman Kardon, Heybrook,
Infinity, JPW, KEF (Reference), Linn Products (including records), Marantz, Meridian, Mission,
Musical Fidelity, NAD, Nakamichi, Onix, QED (Systemline), Quad, Rega, Revox, Rogers, Rotel, Sony,
Supra, Sound Org, Target, Yamaha (including Home Cinema Systems) & Top Tape.

Visit us first and you won'’t need to go anywhere else, we have superb demonstration rooms where you
can decide in comfort, and we will deliver and install free of charge (and part exchange is possible).

Complete service — We are the only outlet in the area to offer the complete service. As well as
stocking selected items from the above manufacturers we are able to service and/or repair on the
premises all the above brands (and others also).

The Hi Fi Shop
Guildford’s only REAL Hi-Fi shop

We are at: Teleptone fy,

E 3 BRIDGE STREET, GUILDFORD Special offoys
L (by the traffic lights — “wailable on sefecrey

“““““““ next door to Alfred Marks) or-demonstration

fi tems

0483 504801 - 0483 304756

Access ® Visa ® Switch Open Monday — Saturday 9am — 6pm (later by appointment)
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Product £Price Comments
A B&W DM620i 399 A+ Good material value, this compact floorstander has a beautifully voiced midband, less happy bass tuning T7x24x32 40 89 e ¢ 126
A B&W Matrix 801 3500 G+ Lacks the transparency of the best panels, and the drama of the best dynamics, but is something of an acoustic tour de force 77/99x56x43 <20 86 o e 81
A BRW Matrix 805 845 G  Stylish, with remarkable imaging properties, good balance and low coloration, though less successful at musical communication 42x26%22.5 30 87 . 98
A Bose 305 430 G- Abitof an oddball, fine dynamic liveliness and a good room match more than make up for the strange stereo imaging and treble 28x45x23 40 88 78
Bose 401 500 A  Cheaply built but distinctively styled semi-omni floorstander suffers from heavy midbass but still sounds lively and open 78.5x30x28.5 28 89 s o 110
Bose 901 MK6 1650 A The pre-equalised multi-driver 901 is cleverly engineered to deliver exceptional loudness 33x54x32 28 89 . 86
Boston HDS 139 A Tiny and prettily shaped miniature has an attractive lack of boxiness, but is a little short of drama and dynamic drive 25x16x18.5 30 86 e 110
A Boston Acoustics SW10 449 G- Clever powered subwoofer system integrates well and improves system loudness and power handling 50x28.5x42 35 NA o e o 126
A Cabasse Bisquine 600 G+ Classy French large bookshelf speaker has great coherence and dynamic grip, but a rather mid-forward overall character 48x26x30.5 30 91 . 110
A Cabasse Skiff 1500 G+ Large floorstanding three-way gives great sensitivity and bass extension with fine dynamic grip 100x30x36 25 182 = o P2
A Canon$-30 180 A+ Clever and unusual moulded design has attractive lively coherence, along with ‘wide imaging stereo’ effect 27%225%235 S0 88 114
A Canon S-50 250 A+ Only a small cone miniature at heart, the fascinating styling and extended sweet spot feature make it utterly original. 30x24(diam) 48 84 . 102
A A Castle Chester 650 G+ A brilliant throwback, using horn-type approach to provide startling midrange dynamics and coherence. 94x23x27 45 87 e o 08
A Castle Durham 900 280 6  Lovely veneer and lots of engineering create a very upfront, coherent and exciting sound — maybe too much so for budget systems ~ 40X21.5X24 45 89 e 135
A Castle Howard 999 G+ Ably fills the price/size/sound gap between Chester and Winchester; a spacious semi-omni with a rich, laid back balance 104x23x35 25 F@F s o (32
A Castle Trent Il 190 A  Very classy finish for the price, plus a sound that passes muster without setting anything much alight 33.5x18x20 50 88 e 122
A Castle Winchester 1499 G+ Unconventional and beautifully crafted, large for its bass extension but engagingly agile and attractively open and airy 114x24x47 25 F8f & o 90
Castle York 349 A+ Pretty little real wood compact has an engaging transparency, good balance and fine timing, could do with more authority 43x22x26 30 86 . 110
A A Celestion 1 109 A  Pretty basic performance but at a very basic price — it all sounds a bit scrappy and untidy, but its heart’s in the right place 27.5x16x21 50 48F e ' 114
A A Celestion 3 MKl 130 A+ Smooth and polished by budget speaker standards, if a bit laid back for some tastes 31x18.5x20 45 87 . 130
Celestion CS135 139 A- Compact hideway passive subwoofer lacks serious bass extension; for high sensitivity speakers only 52x19x34 45 88 e e o 128
A Celestion 15 389 6  Big box and bang for your bucks, short on subtlety and control, but long on both enthusiasm and perceived vinyl wood grain 103x20.5x25.5 28 90 B BE
Celestion 9 269 A  Nicely presented and fair material value, with impressively flat bass-to-mid balance 49.5x20.5x24 30 89 . 102
Celestion SL12Si 629 A  Elements of fine sound quality, but this ‘grown up’ SL6 variation has a lumpy response alongside its improved power handling 53x20x27 50 85 . 66
Celestion SL600SI 820 6  Has certain remarkable qualities that some will find irresistible, but needs careful system and room matching 27x20x23 52 82 . 68
Celestion SL6Si 429 A+ This stereotype luxury compact can sound a bit dull and congested, but really opens up on Slate Audio stands; favours CD 37.5x20x25 30 86 . 94
Celestion 300 1099 @ Splendid bass extension and fine panel-like openness and transparency, but dynamics and timing are suspect, balance very laid back. 100x21x31 <20 86 . 118
Dali 102 230 A  Attractive bookshelf model has fine midband focus and bass extension, but treble’s a bit restrained and bass a bit detached 37x21x25 30 86 . 114
Dawn Chorus FS 698 &  Compact floorstander with superb coherence but rather forward midband. Would suit smaller rooms best 91x26x21 30 86 s o 1
Dynaudio Contour 1.3 1199 6  Heavyweight luxury finish bookshelf model has good scale and weight but is pricey and a bit ponderous 38x20.5x29 28 86 . 122
A A EposEST1 395 6+ Integral baffle/driver to give a remarkable combination of low coloration, transparency and speed; bass is a bit shy 37.5x20x25 45 86 . 94
A Epos ES14 595 G+ Substantial stand mount delivers delightful midrange focus and delicacy with good bass control. System sensitive 49x22.5x29 25 85 ° 98
A Faraday FS1 225 A+ Concrete box on a budget, works surprisingly well despite cheap drivers, wood veneers here Direct sale only 47x27x28 45 86 . 114
Faraday FS5 575 @  Pricey and ugly, but with its own sonic charm, thanks to substantial influence of the concrete enclosure has upon the sound 46x27x26 28 90 . 102
Faraday Siren 375 A~ Interesting if ugly high mass concrete cabinet is let down by imbalance of ageing driver combination 46x27x27 48 87 . 94
A GLL Maxim 119 A  Budget miniature offers well balanced strengths and few weaknesses at a very realistic price; a bit feeble 26x17x20 30 85 o 122
Harbeth LS3/5A 539 A  Still a classic miniature, though not to every taste, and none the better for the recent update under our listening conditions 30.5x19x16 60 81 . 66
A Harbeth HL-P3 479 @  Very limited loudness but impressive full-range scale from uncoloured and very well balanced but time-smeared sub-miniature 31x19x17 23 82 . 118
A Harman-Kardon LS 0200 150 A Laid back to a fault but entertaining nonetheless, and a big box for the price 38x21x29 30 86 . 130
Harman Kardon LS 0500 300 P Amug's eyeful — huge box for the price with loadsabass but very little presence: unacceptably unbalanced, or high infidelity 105x21x25 22 91 = o {55
A Heybrook Prima 130 A+ Neat and discreet miniature delivers fine coherence, pace and timing, though balance is a trifle forward and bass a bit light 29x19.5x18 50 86 e 110
A Heybrook Quartet 555 @  Beautifully presented and built large bookshelf model with good sensitivity and a lively, forward sound 41x24x23 48 89 o 122
A Heybrook Sextet 1099 G+ Engagingly coherent and a highly analytical, partly due to distinct and t always comfortable upper-mid forwardness 96x27x20 25 85 e e 102
A Heybrook Solo 189 A+ Discreetly styled, sounds a little untidy in both bass and treble but handles complex rhythmic material much better than most 36x23x22 28 87 o 90
A Heybrook Trio 359 @  Same drivers as HBS1 in prettier real wood enclosure give a sweeter and more forgiving if less committed sound 47x24x25 45 89 . 118
Impulse H7 785 A  Ultra-compact horn has fine midband contrasts but very little bass and detached treble; gives amplifiers a hard time 87x15x30 45 85 e e 132
Infinity Kappa 6.1i 995 A Good extension and laid back balance from high-tech drivers in classy cabinet, but bass is fat and slow and dynamics unconvincing 97x30x24 25 89 e o 132

SPALDINGS

The South East’s Leading Hi-Fi Specialists

352-354 Lower Addiscombe Road Croydon Surrey CRO 7AF

081 6564 1231/2040

Arcam, Audiolab, Linn, Meridian, Naim, Mission, Quad, Denon, Marantz, Ruark
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| AMPLIFIERS

AUDIO INNOVATIONS

Alto ... £329.90
L1 £299.90
Series 500 . ........... £999.00
AURA
VAS0* ... £189.90
VA100C* ............. £264.90
DENON
PMA250II .. .......... £159.90
PMA350Il . .. .......... £219.90
PMA450 ............. £179.90
PMA450SE . .......... £249.90
PMA480R ............ £219.90
KENWOOD
KA1030 .............. £129.90
KA3020SE* . .......... £179.90
KA4040* . ... ......... £214.90
MARANTZ
PM63* ... ... £249.90
PMS53* .. £199.90
PM44SEII* . ... ....... £189.90
NAKAMICHI
A2 . £599.90
A3 £259.90
PIONEER
A203 ... .. £129.90
A300X . ... £189.90
A400 ... £279.90
A400X ... ... £299.90
ROTEL
RA980BX . ............ £399.90
RBY60OBX . .. .......... £210.00
RC980BX .. ........... £325.00
RB98OBX . ............ £425.00
SONY
TAF442B* . ........... £194.90
TAFS542B . ............ £199.90
TECHNICS
SUABO0 .............. £199.90
SUA700* ............. £219.90
SUABOO Il .. .vvn . £329.90
SUAQ0O Il ..o £399.90
SUVX920* . ........... £394.90
THORENS
TTA2000 .. ........... £499.90
TTP2000 ............. £549.90
YAMAHA
AX470 ... £239.90
AX570 ... £289.90
AX380 viisamsmasie ... £199.90
TUNERS
AURA
TUSO* ... £229.90
DENON
TU260L .............. £119.90
TU3B0RD . .. cimmicin s £179.90
MARANTZ
ST53 .o £169.90
ST63 ................ £199.90
PIONEER
F202L . ... £129.90
F401RDS . ............ £179.90
ROTEL
RT7930AX* . .......... £144.90
RT950BX .. ........... £199.90

*FREE DELIVERY

THROUGHOUT UK MAINLAND
ABOVE £250.00

(EXCEPT CLEARANCE ITEMS)

350 EDGWARE ROAD, LONDON W2 1EA
Tel (071) 402 2100 Fax (071) 724 7750

* SPECIAL OFFERS

RTCO50AX ............ £419.90 YAMAHA
SONY KX380 ..o £169.90
STS211LB ........... £129.90  KX480 ............... £199.90
STS311LB* ........... £159.90  KX580 ............... £249.90
STS505ES ........... £249.90  KXW282 ............. £199.90
TECHNICS KXWA82 . ............ £249.90
ST4350 .. ..., £139.90
STG550 ... £189.90
STGE50 .. ...oeen.. .. £229.90 ‘ TURNTABLES l
YAMAHA
TX480 ... £139.90 TECHNICS
TX580RDS . ........... £199.90 SLBD20 .............. £129.70
SLBD22 .............. £149.90
SL1210MIl ... ... .. ... £399.90
| CASSETTE DECKS | roRens
TDA80 ... .:semmmsnse- £179.90
AIWA TD166 VI ... £264.90
ADF450 ... ............ £99.90 TD166 VIREGA ........ £299.90
ADF850 . ............. £229.90  TD280 ............... £199.90
CLEARANCE BARGAINS
normal CLEARANCE normal CLEARANCE
price PRICE price PRICE
HARMAN KARDON LS0200....£149.90
HK6150....£199.00........... £139.90  LS0300...£199.90..
HK6350R..£399.90.......... £269.90  TD4200.....£279.90
HK6550 ....£429.90........... £289.90  HK3300...£379.90
HK1200 ... HK3400 ....£499.90
TU9200 ... INFINITY
TU9400 ....£299. Ref 20.......£299.90
HD7450....£299.90........... Ref 40..
HD7425 ....£349.90 Ref 60.......
normal CLEARANCE normal CLEARANCE
price PRICE price PRICE
SNELL RCD955AX£279.90 ... .£199.90
R{KEE L( ggzg'gg gggg-gg RA935BX .£199.90 ... .£149.90
HOTEL TANNOY
RA920AX £149.90 ... £114.60 67011....£219.90 ... .£179.90
RAQ40BX .£249.90 ....£189.90 6091l ....£294.90 ....£229.90
RA960BX .£299.90 ....£254.90 61311 ....£599.90 ....£479.90
RCD945AX£229.90 ... .£174.90 62311 ....£179.90 ....£149.90
XK57000 .. ...ooon. ... £549.90
ADWX828 ............ £199.90 CD PLAYERS
DENON
DRM540 ............. £159.90 AURA
DRS610 .. ... £199.90 CD50C* .............. £339.90
DRS710 .............. £259.90 DENON
DRS810 ... \ovve .. £290.90 DCDB15.............. £179.90
DRW760 . ............ £249.90 DCD1015............. £349.90
KENWOOD DCD825 . ............. £219.90
KX3050 .............. £159.90 KENWOOD
KXW4060 . ........... £169.90 DP7050* ............. £269.90
KXW8060 ............ £259.90 MARANTZ
NAKAMICHI CD52SEll . ........ .. .£219.90
DR .o £849.90 CD63* ............... £199.90
DR2 ..ot £599.90  CD63SE™ ............. £329.90
DR3 ...\ £399.90 PIONEER
RX202 . .\ £599.90 PD203 ............ ... £159.90
SONY PDS503 ..o £199.90
TCKS11* ... . ... .. .. £199.90 PDS703 .............. £249.90
TCK611* . oo £239.90 PDSB802 . B cewswsa ... £349.90
TCWR635S" .......... £229.90  ROTEL
TECHNICS RCD965BX . .......... £299.90
RSBX404 ............. £149.90  RCD9ESBXD .......... £349.90
RSBX646 . .. .......... £179.90 RCD965LE . ........... £379.90
RSBX747 . .\ £236.90 RCD965BXLED ........ £399.90
BSTRE15 :e55umis 5 5 5ui il £199.90  SONY
RSTRO79 .. ... . £359.90 CDP715 ... ..iiiiinn. £229.90
CDPX303ES* .......... £459.90
TECHNICS
Mail Order: simply send your | sLPGseo............. £179.90
. SLPD867 ..o 199.90
cheque together with your o e oy
name and address, or phone | SLPG460 ............. £129.90
SLPS740 ............. £229.90

your access or visa number

| LOUDSPEAKERS
B&W

2001 . . £94.90
2002 ... £124.90
DM600* . ............. £149.90
DM610* . ............. £199.90
DM620* . ............. £339.90
Solid ................ £199.90
Solid Team .. .......... £129.90
BOSE

AM3 1T s oo mii e o o s £499.90
AMS 11 ..o £759.90
AM3 System .......... £599.90
AM5 System ......... £1079.90
BOSTON

404V .. £99.90
P A a e aaananaaan £149.90
HDS ................. £119.90
CASTLE

Chester ............. £549.90
CELESTION
T £119.90
Bl £139.90
Sl o £189.90
T o £239.90
CERWIN VEGA

VS8 ... £249.90
VS10 . ... £349.40
V812 ... £549.90
DC10 ................ £549.90
JBL

MRS ... .. £84.90
MR25 ... ... ... ... ... £109.90
MR26 ............... £154.90
MR28 i v i v e o £169.90
MR38 ............... £239.90
KEF

K205 s s o e - - £139.90
K140® scisssnmmainaa - £179.90
Q10" ... £149.90
MOO0™ s s o5 @ sy s . - . £189.90
M100 ................ £349.90
MISSION

7601 ... £129.90
760iSE .. ............. £149.90
7620 .. £249.90
MONITOR AUDIO

M-Il ..o £469.90
MA201 . ... .. ... ... £249.90
MA202 . ... ... ... ... £399.90
ROGERS

LS2 A2 ... ... £249.90
LS4A2 ... ... £299.90
LS6 A/2* ... ... .. £289.90
TANNOY

PROFILE 631 .......... £149.90
PROFILE6G32 .......... £189.90
PROFILE6G33 .......... £319.90
PROFILEG36 .......... £419.90
PROFILE637 .......... £499.90
PROFILE638 .......... £599.90
625 ALE . .. iseise oo ae s £595.00
SUBSAT3* ............ £299.90
TDL

NFM oo £119.99
RTLT ...t £199.95
RTL2 ... ... ... ... £299.95
RTL3 ... ...t £399.90
RTL4 ... £649.90

FREE £40 SPEAKER
STANDS WITH ANY
BOOKSHELF
SPEAKERS WORTH
£150 OR OVER




Loudspeakers continued

Product
Infinity Modulus
A Infinity Reference 10

Infinity Reference 20
A Infinity Reference 30
Infinity Infinitesimal sub
Jamo Cornet 40.3
Jamo 447
Jamo 707
JBL Control 1 Plus
JBLL1
A JBLL20J
JBL i1000
A Jordan JH400
A JPWAP2
A JPWAP3
A A JPW Gold Monitor
A JPW Minim
A A JPW Mini Monitor
A pwpi
A A JPWP1 Vinyl
A A JpwW Sonata
JPW Sonata Plus
JPW Ruby 1
A JRT AD1
A JRT AD1 Micro
A KAR Volante
A KEF 10472
KEF K120
KEF Q30
KEF Q50
KEF Q80
KEF Q90
KEF AV1
A Kenwood LS-770G
A Kenwood LS-500G
A A Legend
A A Linn Index I/KuStone
A Linn Kaber
A Linn Keilidh
Living Voice Air Partner
A Lumley Monitor Reference 3
Lumley Monitor Reference 4
Magneplanar SMGa
Meridian Argent 1
Meridian Argent 2
Meridian M30
A Mission 760i
A Mission 760i SE
A A Mission 733
Mission 751
A Mission 752
Mission 765i
A Wission 753
A Monitor Audio MA201
A Monitor Audio MA202
Monitor Audio MA1200 Gold If
A Monitor Audio Studio 6
A Mordaunt-Short MS10
Mordaunt-Short SW-1
A A Mordaunt-Short MS20
Mordaunt-Short MS50
Morel Bassmaster 602
A A Musical Technology Kestrel
NAD 801MM
A NAD 804

£Price

200
300
400
499
130
500
900
250
479
800
1500
590
180
225
80
79
60
155
135
115
135
500
500
389
600
1595
169
349
500
569
739
2499
260
500
200
374
1298
595
11990
895
375
668
995
875
950
130
150
300
300
500
680
700
250
450
1200
800
130
150
180
540
1200
250
100
320

A

A+
A+
A+
A
G+
A+
G+
A+
G-
G
A+
A
A-
G
G-
G+
A+
A-
A+

~ Stunning timing and coherence and awesome bass drive, especially with ceramic plinth; sounds a bit shut in

THE DIRECTORY

Comments
Carefully conceived and beautifully built. Undeniably attractive in the mid and treble, it failed to handle the bass as well

An engaging and lively sound from a prettily finished and substantial small bookshelf size model

Well presented and balanced with good bass control, but somehow lacks convincing cohesion and agility.

Budget price floorstander has good overall balance and bass extension, but is rather coloured and uneven

Cute but pricey amplified subwoofer is too small to deliver real bottom octave grunt

Pretty presentation and a strong box, but poor driver fixing. Decent if bright sound

Very prettily styled, but build and sound quality is disappointing for the price

Superb styling and cosmetics but indifferent build and engineering quality; decent balance apart from detached bass
Sub-miniature with forward midrange and real bass; highish price partly justified by near-indestructible Pro build

Good power handling, decent transparency and deep but current hungry bass from a compact and solid enclosure

Lovely if pricey bookshelf model has that old JBL magic, full of bounce and brio, needs a good quality stand and can sound a bit heavy
Ultra-engineered, beautifully crafted bookshelf model. Performance compromised by over enthusiastic midbass output from port
Piano finish hexagon has single full range driver and controversial sound, with uneven balance but delightful mid coherénce
Offers real wood veneer at a bargain price; performance is cleaner but broadly comparable to P1 Vinyl overall

Pretty good stereo and well balanced overall it had its own character which is well suited to vinyl replay

Great sound for pound value through bass and midband, but the top end's rather coarse

Very civilised but dynamically limited, the Minim is well suited to the smaller room and where limited loudness is acceptable
Ultra cheap Richer Sounds special is lightweight and short of welly, but a snip for surround sound use

Honest and basically articulate if not very sophisticated, resolution is good but can sound a little wearing in bright systems

A lot of highly competent loudspeaker for the price, with a safe sound that's unlikely to disappoint.

Well balanced and integrated, offers fine sound if limited bass and dynamic range, plus real tree wood at a nearly silly price
This luxury variation on the redoubtable Sonata theme features a metal dome tweeter, and isn't the better for it

Very pretty but pricey luxury metal-cone miniature has good, if slightly edgy balance

A fair share of cosmetic deficiencies do little to spoil the impressive coherence and timing

Delightful life and coherence, gives surprising impression of scale; some aggressive tendencies but very open to system tuning
Beautiful real wood floorstander doesn't sound as big as it looks, sound is coloured but lightning fast and great fun

A reference point for dynamics, preferred without KUBE, suited to many rooms. Good stereo, high sound level

Physically pretty and sonically competent but undistinguished bookshelf size model has good sensitivity but limited extension
Fine focus from Uni-Q driver, but lacks drive and time coherence; acoustically smaller than it looks

Compact twin-driver floorstander with Uni-Q treble, and a rather midbass heavy overall balance

Uni-Q floorstander has good stereo and fine midband coherence, but bass lacks extension, drive and resolution

Generous floorstander has even balance and decent extension but fails to communicate excitement and involvement effectively
Awesomely built, finished and powerful subwoofer lacks the subtlety and unintrusiveness for top class hi-fi applfications
Impressively communicative bookshelf model has fine vigour, scale and dynamics, if not the smoothest sound around

Japanese designed and built luxury compact delivers an invigorating and exciting sound; an interesting contrast to some lazier models
Liveliness, coherence and fine information retrieval justifies the odd looking moulded baffle construction

Stand and speaker looks and sounds very good, good bass extension and control, fine dynamic range. Clean, clear if a shade slow
Dry, bright balance emphasises superb dynamic range and transient precision, but can sound unforgiving

Formidable horn design with astounding transparency, dynamics and speed. Its idiosyncracies are compensated by sheer energy
Lovely free stander suffers from indifferent bass alignment, but is fast, coherent, solid and very informative indeed.

All metal diaphragm and real wood at fair price; balance uneven — upper mid forward with suspect bass tuning

Tonally ‘rich’, in the right room it proved a satisfactory musical experience

Beautifully built, finished and shaped, has fine bass extension and virtual absence of ‘boxiness’; needs a big amplifier

Beautiful high-tech ‘large compact’ delivers extended, smooth and neutral sound with fair speed. Slate Audio stands essential
Pricey active speaker, easy on the ears and worth considering especially where space is at a premium

Attractive little wall-mount miniature has livelier dynamics and bass drive than most of its type, but sounds as little shut in
Tweaked 760i variation is one the prettiest and best balanced babies around; a demanding amp load

Stylish floorstander represents a lot of speaker for the money, and sounds pretty good too

Attractive luxury miniature has great sonic potential, but our our review samples have been marred by sample variations
Brilliant style ans packaging, great engineering and build, plus a sound quality that can give the 753 a run for its money

Big heavyweight floorstander has good sensitivity and bandwidth, but somehow lacks agility, authority and dynamic grip
Gorgeous presentation and potential for open transparency. Floorstander with lots of drivers that gives lots of loudness
Goodlooker with solid engineering sounds lively and coherent with plenty of power handling, but also a bit shut-in and coloured

Uneven but informative and easy-listening floorstander delivers decent scale from big vinyl box

Pricey but classy floorstanding variation on MA80O theme; beautifully voiced midband, heavy midbass X 28
Pretty but pricey metal diaphragm compact has clear and transparent midband but is ultimately lacking in vim, vigour and drive. 35x22x25' - K5
Hi-tech baby has fine bass/mid integrity but the top end is less appealing 305x185x21 8 50
Prettily finished and inexpensive passive subwoofer is only really useful with sub-miniature speakers 24x58x25 40
Sober ‘bookshelf’ model uses hi-tech plastics to deliver a notably good midband at a very sharp price — a fine all round compromise 36 5x215%22 40
Big value big box with fine engineering content and big lazy, laid back sound; lacks charisma ' s 22
Superbly built compact stand-mount, did well in listening tests but suffers (enjoys?) upper midband peak 24, X22.5 25
Cute little metal cone floorstander brims with clever ideas; sounds very clear and clean if cautious 80x2-20x19 40
A rather undistinguished sub-miniature with low sensitivity and indifferent sound quality 27x1exis 48
Good value compact floorstander sounds lively and coherent, but quite coloured due to uneven balance too 75x2(‘)x26f 25
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MAIL ORDER
Tel: 071 436 1053
Fax: 071 637 2690

Product List

AIWA

AKAI

AR
ALCHEMIST
ALPHASON
AUDIO ALCHEMY
AUDIOSTATIC
AURA

B&W

BEYER

BOSTON
CERWIN VEGA
CONRAD JOHNSON
GOLDRING
INFINITY
JAMO

JvC

KEF
KENWOOD
MIRCROMEGA
MORDAUNT-SHORT
MOTH
NAKAMICHI
ORIGIN LIVE
PHILIPS
PIONEER
PROCEED
PROJECT
ROTEL

RUARK

SANSUI

STAX

SME
SYSTEMDEK
TEAC
TECHNICS
THORENS
TOWNSHEND

A large selection of
PAL/NTSC Laserdiscs
available now

KAMLA

JBL HT1 We also stock a large Boston
THX Speaker range of TV's/Video's THX Speakers
SYStem on AKAI H:rTinC;m JVC on
Demﬁrg\srvahon MITSUBISHI, PANASONIC Demﬁrc‘)s\i;/Qtlon
PHILIPS, SAMSUNG
SHARP, TOSHIBA

K
THE HOME OF ENTERTAINMENT

A M L A

TH-Xperience the JBL and
BOSTON speakers through the
highly acclaimed FOSGATE
AUDIONICS Model 3a processor
iNn our sparse and comfortable
demonstration room

ACCESSORIES FROM:

AKG, ALPHASON, AUDIOQUEST, AUDIOTECHNICA, BEYER, CABLETALK,
FOUNDATION, FURUKAWA, GOLDRING, IXOS, KONTAK, LYRA, LYNWOOD,
MONSTER, ORTOFON, QED, SENNHEISER, SONIC LINK, SOUND STYLE,
STRAIGHTWIRE, STANDS UNIQUE, SUMIKO, SUPRA, TOWNSHEND, XLO,
VAN DEN HUL

We now have the new
Pioneer Laserdisc Players

in stock.

Sharp XV 710 LCD
Projector on display now

251 Tottenham Court Road
London W1P 9AD

071436 1053

Harp Electronics Ltd
237 Tottenham Court Road
London
WI1P 9AD

071 636 4611
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Loudspeakers continued 9, e,

A NVA Cube 1
A NVA Cube 2
NVA Cubix
Naim IBL
A Naim SBL
A Neat Petite
Origin Live OL1B
A Origin Live OL2A
Origin Live OL1
A Pioneer S-4UK
A Polk S50
Polk LS70
Polk RM 1000W
A Professional Monitor Co LB1
Professional Monitor Co AB1
A Quad ESL-63
A A REL Strata
A RegaFEL8
A A RegaELA
A A RegaKyte
A A Rega XEL
A A Rogers [ S2a/2
Rogers LS4a/2
Rogers LS6a/2
Rogers LS8a
A Rogers Studio 3
Rogers Studio 5
A Rogers Studio 7
A Roksan Ojan 3
Royd Topaz
A A Royd Minstrel
Royd Abbot
Ruark Templar
A Ruark Talisman 2
A 3D Acoustics SD3
A 3D Acoustics SD5
A 3D Acoustics SD1
SD Acoustics Ribbon
Shahinian Arc
Snell Jill
A Spendor S20
Spica Angelus
Spica TC50
Spica TC50SE
A Systemdek Systym 937
TDL NFM
A TDLRTL3
TOL Studio 0.5
A TDL Studio 1
A TDL Studio 1M
A TDL Reference Monitor
A A Tannoy 632
Tannoy 633
Tannoy 638
A Tannoy Westminster
Technics SB-EX2
A Thiel SCS
Thiel CS1.2
A Totem Model One
Vandersteen 2Ce
Visonik David 6001
A A Wharfedale CRS3
Wharfedale Diamond V
A 7p A1

720
480
1400
895
1708
525
290
469
499
250
800
1200
349
998
1600
2384
499
298
500
198
1040
229
300
399
499
450
700
880
895
173
229
666
479
700
399
1235
1650
2950
1675
770
579
1295
649
849
600
120
400
499
699
899
1999
190
330
599
6000
200
1069
1219
995
1395
163
89
130
199

£Price

G+

A+
A-
G+

G+
G+

G-

V6

A+

A+

G-

G+
A+

A+
A+

G+
G
A+

G+

G+

G+

[
A+

A+

Comments

Attractive, semi-omni is very sturdily built, and gives an idiosyncratic but unusually open, spacious and informative sound

A rude but exciting miniature, with unusually accomplished bass capabilities for its size

Too idiosyncratic for recommendation, the Cubix possesses remarkable bass extension for its size, but is tricky to optimise

This tiny floorstanding wall mount delivers outstanding dynamics, speed and detail, marred by pronounced upper mid forwardness
Impressive scale, full bandwidth, coherent, attractively discrete, coloured midband, very well balanced and agile

Far from perfect, but one of the most entertaining and enjoyable speakers around, colorations notwithstanding.

Pretty little miniature delivers a punchy and dynamic midband, but costs quite a lot for the engineering on offer

Compact floorstander sounds open, transparent and evenly balanced; needs a big amp but enjoys hard driving ¢
3051921
doeier
84X23-27x295.

Luxury miniature has very good overall balance, sacrificing sensitivity to achieve remarkable bass extension for the box size
Latest version now balances pretty well, with a lively and copherent if bass light sound; dull packaging

No enthusiast tweaks here, but plenty of power and beautiful overall balance from a good looking compact floorstander

High sensitivity and lots of loudness potential, but in-room balance has far too much midbass boom; mid and treble are very laid back
Not a true subwoofer at all, but rather the bass section of polk's elegant upmarket three box speaker system
Delightful smoothness and transparency, though bass extension and sensitivity are both limited

Bulky stand-mount transmission line has lovely panel-like transparency, slightly shut in balance, and needs a big room

This classic electrostatic may not be punchy in the bass, but has strengths that some can't live without |
Outstandingly value and performance active subwoofer adds serious bass unintrusively to any small speaker system IR <20
Kyte drivers in compact floorstander give more bass but a shade less coherence; good for small rooms and budget systems 16. > 55
Classy new styling for one of the original compact floorstanders — lovely midband life and coherence if a bit bright and lightweight ( ) 40
50

Looks good, measures well and sounds great too; balance is bright but even, with delightfully bass-to-mid coherence and timing 102x i 40

Has splendid timing and coherence, sounds very explicit and informative, if a bit bright and short of grunt

Balance is a bit warm and rich but 2a/2 has delightful mid-to-treble coherence and transparency, and more welly than Mk1
Civilised but a trifle lazy, this large bookshelf model hasn’t quite the timing or agility to be particularly engrossing

Largish stand-mount is well built, measures well, good material value, but sounds a bit heavy and lacklustre

A mixed bag, with plenty of scale and welly but lacking the subtlety, clarity and agility delivered by some rivals

Pricey LS3/5A-derived wall-mount sub-miniature is excitingly coherent if a bit lightweight; no real loudness capabilities
Luxury finish bookshelf size model has genuine monitoring capabilities, but can sound a little thin and unromantic

Latest variation on classic BBC-monitor theme looks old fashioned but has beautifully voiced, laid back sound

Squat, stylish and black, with unusual tweeter decoupling; great bass extension and flat but somewhat uneven balance
Cheerful, articulate and essentially communicative miniature can also sound a trifle scrappy and shut in; well worth trying
Imaginatively packaged super-slimline floorstander. Not much welly or loudness but fine coherence and timing; a bit bright
Engaging and dramatic dynamics and fine transient coherence are hampered by a rather coloured mid-forward balance
Compact floorstander with striking baffle has decent bass/mid but dull treble; could tame over-bright system

Less ideologically committed than some compact floorstanding rivals, its key strength lies in fine all round compromise

Port firmly blocked, the new SD3 has the agility and charm of a quality miniature, with good bass extension but low sensitivity
Bass tuning and coherence suspect but forward midband is delightfully smooth; high class drivers include ribbon tweeter

A large scale, airy and unusually detailed system with excellent dynamics. A warmer balance than original model

Amplifier sensitive, Ribbon is a lively and loud hybrid marred by some colorations; some like it, others don’t

Unusual and occasionally wonderful small floorstanding omni; too bright but exceptionally coherent and revealing

Dated styling belied by fine sensitivity and bass extension, and a lively if slightly untidy and not quite coherent sound
Maintains Spendor’s tradition for peerless mid-to-treble coherence and perspectives. Bass is rather unconvincing.

A little bass shy and soft in the bass and lower mid, otherwise tidy, extremely lively and fluid, if uneven overall

This triangular-profile ‘grown up’ miniature is a shade boxy and laid back but has good rhythmic and musical integrity

A heavily UK-modified TC50, the SE sounds less boxy and more spacious, but lacks some of the urgency of the standard model
Compact real-wood floorstander incorporates transmission bass loading to give fine bass extension and an open midband

A disappointing underperformer in our tests, at a price that's not very nice either

Bargain price floorstander has rich, heavy and bright sound with good scale and fine basic neutrality

Tiny floorstanding transmission line has good agility but doesn’t provide the coherence or even balance of Studio 1

Genuinely extended bass from a compact enclosure, very detailed but a shade clinical and detached in presentation
Transmission line helps bring the best from metal cone driver: lovely transparency and fine bass extension

Fine solidity and good accuracy, with great bass extension. Needs a big room and can sound a bit lazy and a shade tinkly
Clever cabinet shaping avoids boxiness and promotes focus and imaging; fine bass extension but tricky stand compatibility
Compact floorstander with slammin’ bass — real extension and coherence without boom — but dubious midband

Big value vinyl big box has pretty good balance and lots of loudness capability, but needs a good amp and bass isn't entirely convincing
These awesome horn loaded speakers are remarkably controlled and impressive, if only suited to a few pockets and rooms
Nicely presented, well built and decent size enclosure sounds solid but somewhat dull

Luxury piano-gloss compact sets class-leading standards for coherence and communication, can sound a shade dark and shut in
Elegant compact floorstander has fine balance and dynamic range, but transient timing and dynamics are less convincing
Utterly delightful but exasperatingly expensive luxury miniature sets the benchmark for its size

This compact American floorstander’s elegant staggered baffle arrangement contributes to a refreshing freedom from boxiness
Sharp styling but the complex grillework worsens a sound which starts off with too much top and not enough bottom

Loads of fun — a remarkably coherent and lively performer at any price; pity it doesn't look prettier

This miniature is smoother than most, but rather stodgy with it, inspiring little enthusiasm among our listeners

Cute metal cased micro-miniature is quite coloured but great fun, with surprising dynamics and fine wall-loaded room balance
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‘\ ol NORTH LONDON WOKING
175 Holloway Road 11 The Broadway
@ Islington Woking, Surrey,
g L Fﬂ London, N7 8LX GU21 5AP
% ug = Tel: 071 607 2148 = Tel: 0483 771175
/ Open 9.30am-6pm Monday-Saturday

Demonstrations are available at both Bartletts stores: just call to book your appointment
For Mail Order please call either 071 607 2296 or 071 607 2148 or Fax 071 609 0536

der. All items are sent
time of printing but are

Add £40.00

Bartletts
are authorised stockists for:

Aiwa, Arcam, Audio Alchemy, Audiolab, Audioquest, Audio Source, Audio Technica, Aura, B&W, Beyer,
Bose, Boston, Cable Talk, Canon, Celestion, Cerwin-Vega, Chord Company, Copland, Creek, Cyrus, Denon,
Dual, Epos, Exposure, Harman Kardon, Marantz, Michell, Micromega, Mission, Mordaunt Short, Moth,
Musical Fidelity, NAD, Nakamichi, Panasonic, Pioneer, Polk, ProAc, Project, QED, Quad, Rel, Roberts,

@ mlErDmEGa Rogers, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, Sennheiser, Sony, Tannoy, Target, TDL, Technics, Thorens, Yamaha




Systems

ystems is a generic title that we've chosen
to describe any form of complete system
package. Fundamentally what we're talking
about here is midi and mini systems, you know
those all singing all dancing, lights blazing systems
that hi-fi snobs are allergic to.

Sold on the basis of their abilitiy to play virtually all
mediums at the flick of a remote control switch
stack systems offer a plethora of features, and the
dearer the system the more complex they tend to

A A Best Buy

THE DIRECTORY

become. With things like double cassette decks,
multi preset tuners, CD players and graphic
equalisers supplied as standard the big boys of the
stack world offer such luxuries as Surround Sound,
separate chassis for different components and
occasionally a record player. They usually have a
few line inputs for extra sources and a few are
available without loudspeakers. As the latter are
often the weakest part of a stack system buying
good quality speakers separately will bring

worthwhile improvements. The section headings
for stack systems include size of the complete
stack without speakers and rated output per
channel — where a system has more than two
channels this is indicated in the comments . Tuner
presets and the existence of a remote control are
self explanatory. A blob in loudspeakers shows
that they supplied, an “o” indicates that they are
optional. The final column is for those of you with
records to play.

J}é& % %0‘00 % %
Systems M e
7, %y o oy Sy o W
Product £Price Comments
A Denon D110/S 870 @ Nearly hi-fi from pretty but pricey silver stack; richer, fuller speakers would help 37x27x33 40 30 e [ 125
Goodmans System 700 600 A  Separates flexibility and upgraeability in remote midi package; anodyne sound 69x35x37 50 20 e e o 125
A JVC Adagio G7 799 A  Wondrous 2-speaker surround movie sound system, but a very uneven package elsewhere. Four by 20W output 42x28x28 20 40 o . 125
A Kenwood HD-1000 1000 E  Mini lifestyle system, well built with minimalist facilities and exacting performance standards all round 30x27x35 40 30 131
Marantz 1020 1000 6  Component lifestyle system which is as elegant on audition as it is to look at 22x42x32 30 20 e 131
Onkyo L-909 1200 6  Simple yet flexible lifestyle mini system suffers iffy cassette deck set-up, but otherwise satisfies 38x28x32 40 30 - 131
Philips FW91 999 A+ Good looking and performing package rendered expensive by inclusion of DCC deck 37x26x32 60 30 e 125
A Technics SC-CH950 1000 A+ Classy if rather bland allrounder includes useful Dolby Pro-Logic AV capabilities 42x27x34 60 39 e . 125

Tuners

he radio medium operates at a much lower
Tprofile than TV, but in areas outside pop

music the BBC service is the envy of the
world. Live Prom concerts can rival all other
sources from a hi-fi perspective.

Only the FM (VHF) bands give stereo hi-fi

sound, though AM (MW & LW) are useful for
certain transmissions in the UK.

cosmetically. However, the task they carry out is far
from simple, combining the skills of RF (reception)
and audio (signal processing) engineering. The
importance of the former will depend on local
reception conditions, but money invested in a high
quality outside aerial system is well spent.

Tuners come in two basic types. Analogue
models tune gradually (and usually manually)

and are certainly best for AM bands. Digital tuners
offer convenient automatic tune facilities and pre-
set memories.

The ‘Presets’ column heading shows how
many different frequencies a tuner can memorise
for instant station access. FM, LW and MW shows
which wavebands a tuner can access. ‘Signal
strength meters’ are useful for aerial alignment.

ik Best Buy Something of a hi-fi afterthought, tuners are across the bands, and can have analogue or digital ‘Automatic tuning’ means that a tuner can seek out
often selected merely to match a chosen arnplifier displays; they are often preferred for sound quality,  signals for you.
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Product £Price Comments
Aiwa XT-003 120 A- Economically designed and built in the UK, but trade-offs have a marked influence on FM and AM sound quality. 30 . . . . . 93
A piwa XT-950 150 A  Decent enough performance all round given the modest price, though RF tweaks have limited value 24 . . . s o s 129
Arcam Delta 280 350 G+ Fine sound quality marred by mild synthesiser whine; RF performance only average, remote £60 extra 20 ° L3 . s 120
A A Audiolab 8000T 700 VG Unusually combines fine sound quality and RF performance (inc AM); superb ergonomics are a joy to use 39 ° ° . s o e 120
Aura TU-50 300 6 Tonal