




We bought our editor a chair- but he wouldn't let us plug it in. 

So, may we present Stan Vincent, unplugged. 

Welcome to the acoustically 
enhanced virtual flotation tank 
that is Hi-Fi Choice magazine. Just 
step inside, think beautiful 
thoughts and emerge a better 
person. Indulge me as I catalogue 
the journalistic liniment we'll be 
applying to your fevered brows 
this month. 
*Our cover feature sets the 

record straight on the new 
developments in CD, thus 
empowering you to prevail in 
your next pub argument on 

this matter. Technology guru 
Barry Fox explains the jargon 
and cuts through the hype­
your trusty CD player is not 
about to become obsolete! 

*There's an all-new look to 
Sessions. From this month 
onwards, our scribes will 
take turns to tackle the 
whole section each month, 
making for a more satisfying 
read. Reviews Ed Alan Sircom 
kicks off the season. 

*Equipment supports from 
Mana Acoustics have been 
widely acclaimed as the best 
invention since flushing 
water-closets, and our 
feature on page 34 does noth­
ing to disabuse this notion. 
Penned by a self-confessed 
Mana junkie, it's an attempt 
to crystallise this gear's 'x' 

factor. (We omitted Mana's 
'phone number, which is 
0181-429 0118. And as they 
say on the 1V, other equip-

ment stands are available). 
* Reviews Ed Sircom and I 

braved the frozen wastes of 
Glasgow to receive an 
exclusive low-down on Linn's 
new multi-room system. now 
a fundamental plank of their 
product development 
strategy. Read the full report 
on page 38. 

* Finally, noted airwave angler 
Paul Messenger has been 
sweating inside his waders to 
land 16 prime tuner fish 
deserving inclusion on your 
audiophile menu. Turn to 
page 42 and read all about 
the one that got away ... 

A Choice cockle-warmer 
Our large bivalve molluscs have 
been well and truly energised on 
the news that Hi-Fi Choice has 
increased its circulation. Official 
figures from the Audit Bureau of 
Circulation (ABC) show that in the 
period from July 1st to December 
31st last year, we had an average 
net circulation of 29,199 copies 
per month- an increase of over 
ten percent on the average sale 
from Januaty to June. Big thanks 
are due to all readers who have 
supported the magazine and now 
share in our success. 

T11ese figures position us firmly 
as the Number Two hi-fi 

magazine in the UK after What Hi­
Fi (73,856). Hi-Fi Choice is 
comfortably ahead of both serious 
hi-fi-magazine rivals: Hi-Fi News 
(24,014 per month) and Hi-Fi 
World (18,635 per month). 

Congratulation also to sister 
magazine Home Entertainment, 
which has just posted a first-ever 
ABC of 24,349. Bravo, chaps! 

Does it go up to 11? 
An article in the February issue of 
Studio Sound magazine serves as a 
perfect example of the conceptual 
divide between professional 
recording and hi-fi. In the 
introduction to a piece about 
loudspeaker technology, AES 
fellow John Watkinson qualifies 
his comments with a subtle dig at 
the hi-fi press. "I am interested in 
precise sound reproduction 
rather than hi-fi. There was a time 
when the two were synonymous, 
but nowadays hi-fi has become a 

religion in which beliefs are more 
important than truths." 

No John- just that unlike 
most recording engineers, 
modern audiophiles are sussed 
enough not to be fooled when 
told that two identical-spec boxes 
sound the same. 

Something to do in May 
Those frightfully clever but 
awfi.tlly nice boffins at the 
Institute of Electrical Engineers 
(lEE) are having a bit of a 
colloquium. It's on Monday May 
1, at the lEE headquarters in 
London's Savoy Place- just by 
Embankment tube. This event, 
which is open to the public, will 
"consist of top industrialists 
giving their views on the way 
forward for the audio world", so a 
fun day will be had by all. Call for 
a booking form and programme 
on 0171-240 1871, extension 2206. 
See you there! 

Paul Messenger adds ... 
it's particularly sad to report the 
death ofRaymond E Cooke OBE, 
one of British hi-fi's most 
important and influential figures. 
A far-sighted engineer, Cooke 
combined a BBC Engineering 
background with a five-year 
period as Technical Director at 
Wharfedale, before moving south 
to Maidstone and founding KEF 
Electronics in 1961. Over the 
following 27 years until retiring 
in 1988, he established KEF as the 
world's foremost pioneer of 
loudspeaker engineering and 
technology, notably the 
deployment of synthetic 
materials in the quest for 
unprecedented consistency. 

Considerable natural 
marketing and communication 
skills made him the foremost 
international ambassador for the 
'British-sounding' loudspeaker, 
and his legacy is a reputation for 
quality which will last for many 
years to come. 

uot s of the m nth 
"Architecture is frozen 
music" (Johann Wolfgang 
von Goethe, 1749 · 1832) 

"Music is vaporised 
architecture" 
(Hi-Fi Choice Team, 1995 - ?) 

Getting in touch 
with Hi-Fi Choice 
Dennis Publishing Ltd, 19 Bolsover 
Street, LONDON WtP 7HJ 

Editorial Fax: (0171) 323 3547 
e-mail: 100433 -1130@compuserve.com 

READER SERVICES 

HELP! (QUERIES) 
WRITE ONI (LETTERS TO THE EDITOR) 
Accepted by letter only to the fax 

number, e-mail or snail-mail addresses 
above. We regret that we don't have 
time to take 'phone calls. Sorry! 

READER CLASSIFIED ADS 

SEE PAGE 85 IN THIS ISSUE 

Get rid of Granny's old radiogram - it'll 
only cost you a fiver! Ads accepted with 

the official coupon only. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 

SEE PAGE 30 IN THIS ISSUE 

Telephone (01858) 468888 
Fax (01858) 434958 
Get your own personal copy of Hi-Fi 
Choice every month and a FREE CD! We 

take credit cards or used tenners. 

If you have a problem with existing sub­

scriptions, contact Tower Publishing on 

the lines above, quoting your sub­

scriber number (printed at the top of 

your subscription address label) . 

BACK ISSUES 

SEE PAGE 87 IN THIS ISSUE 

Telephone (01789) 490215 
Fax (01789) 490878 
Back issues of most recent issues are 
available - contact Dennis Direct on 

the lines above. Please note that at pre­
sent we can't supply photocopies of 

articles which are out of print. 

EXCLUSIVE READER OFFERS 

SEE PAGE 86 OF THIS ISSUE 

Telephone (01789) 490215 
Fax (01789) 490878 
We have a wide selection of quality 

accessories and other merchandise, 
available to Hi-Fi Choice readers around 

the world. Get it delivered directly to 
your door! 

INDUSTRY SERVICES 

PRODUCTS AND EDITORIAL 

SUBMISSIONS 

Hi-Fi Choice welcomes all information on new 
and upgraded products and services, for cov­
erage within the news and review pages. 
However, the publisher respectfully points out 
that the magazine is obliged neither to review 
nor return unsolicited products. The Editor is 
always pleased to receive ideas for articles, 
preferably sent first in outline form with 
details of the author's background (and where 
possible, with samples of previously-pub­
lished work). However, he does not accept 
responsibility for unsolicited copy, and it may 
take time for a reply to be sent. 

PERMISSION$ & REPRINTS 

Material in Hi-Fi Choice is copyright and may 
not be reproduced in any form without the 
written permission of the publishers. Please 
address requests for re-use of copyright mate­
rial to Edward Pizey, Co-Operative Marketing 
Executive, Dennis Publishing Ltd., 19 Bolsover 
Street, London W1P 7H/. 
Fax: 0171-636 5668 

THE GET-OUT CLAUSE 

While every care has been taken in the prepa­
ration of this journal, the publishers cannot be 
held responsible for the accuracy of the infor­
mation herein, or for any consequence arising 
from it. Readers should note I hat all judge­
ments have been made in the context of 
equipment available to Hi-Fi Choice at the 
time of review, and that 'value for money' 
comments are based on UK prices at the time 
of review, which are subject to fluctuation and 
are only applicable to the UK market. 
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Your instant guide to the myriad intellectual stimulants present in this month's issue. 
What's in it, basically. (Cover image by Paul Wootton, taken from The Professional Go/go 13, courtesy of Manga Video.) 

contents 

THE FRONT END 

Is Update 
Coming soon to a hi-fi dealer 

near you ... the latest hi-fi. 

112 Sessions 

Alan Sircom girds up his loins 

in this month's round-up of all 

that's fun in hi-fi. 

120 Statements 
Small boxes and big knobs 

dominate this month's 

Statements. 

124 Help ... 
... me if you can, I'm feelin' d-o­

o-w-wn. Our hi-fi gurujimmy 

Hughes is bein' aro-o-u-und. 

Sonolith Monolith 20/20 is 
reviewed on page 12. 
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Tune in, turn on, win a 

sweatshirt. 

152 Competition 
Guess the weight ofSquinky, 

the comedy badger, and win 

three bus-loads of halibut. Or 

some Soundstyle tables. 

COLUMNS 

Opinion aplenty from Hi-Fi 

Choice's Grande Fromage, 

Stan Vincent. 

1144 Personal Messages 
Rehdeko-related fun and 

frolics from the Consultant Ed. 

REVIEWS 

142 Tuner round-up 
Paul Messenger compiles a 

canned list of the best tuners 

money can buy. Also, a quick 

glance at some of the latest, 

greatest models around. 

163 Amplifiers 
Eight amplifiers up to £300 are 

strapped to the test bench, while 

Paul Miller perfonns cruel 

expetiments on their output 

tenninals. Read the results of 

our thorough blind tests. 

fEATURES 

1311 Mana for all seasons 

Regular Choice reader Adrian 

Cowderoy has been delving 

into the deepest philosophy of 

the Mana Acoustics 

experience. 

138 Unn and around 
Linn Products has moved into 

distributed systems, so you can 

hear the umes in evety room. 

Alan Sircom gets to grips with 

the mighty Knekt. 



Get ready for the last Battle Of 

The Century, as all the worlcl's 

electronics companies line up 

an cl take sides for the future of 

compact cl is c. 

(HOICE MATTERS 

19 Next Month 
How could you survive June 

without Hi-Fi Choice? Fin cl out 

what's coming next. 

130 Subscriptions 
Find out how you can get Hi-Fi 

Choice cleliverecl to your door­

with extra benefits. 

Barry Fox goes 
behind the 
frontlines of the 
HDCD format 
battle, page 54· 

I Ss Reader's Classified 
The only place to buy the best 

in seconcl-hancl hi-fi. 

187 Special Offers 
The finest hi-fi goodies­

exclusive to Choice readers. 

195 Buyer's Guide 
TI1e most comprehensive list of 

current hi-fi products. 

1120 The Directory 
Your indispensable guide to a 

better life! All the current 

products that have been 

reviewed in Owice. 

Paul Messenger reviews 
Acoustic Energy's AE-1 
Signature speakers on page 20. 

contents I 

-CHARTER-

Why Hi-Fi Ch 1 e i 

your essential hoice 
RESPECTED EQUIPMENT 
REVIEWS 
Our hi·fi group tests are the most 

thorough in the business. When 

we test a product, we assess every 

facet of its performance - the 

way it sounds, and its technical 

specifications. What's more, our 

listening tests are conducted 

under strict blind conditions, using 

an experienced panel drawn from 

the hi-fi industry. 

UNIQUE 'SWING TAGS' 
MARK OUT PREMIUM 
PRODUCTS 
Our group tests aim to establish 

value for money based on 

absolute sound quality, build 

quality and measured perfor· 

mance. Products awarded the Best 

Buy swing tag will be of signifi· 

cantly greater value than alterna­

tives in the same price band; both 

performance and construction will 

be exceptional. Products awarded 

the Recommended swing-tag offer 

greater value than alternatives in 

the same price band; their perfor· 

mance will be solid through and 

through, if not sufficiently remark· 

able for a Best Buy citation. 

EXPERIENCED WRITERS 
Between them, our reviewers and 

columnists notch up over a 

hundred years' experience of 

listening to hi-fi. They understand 

what makes equipment tick, and 

are able to separate the wheat 

from the chaff. More importantly, 

they have the skill, honed over 

time, to predict how individual 

components will perform in real· 

world readers' systems. 

AN UNPARALLELED 
HI-FI PEDIGREE 
Hi·Fi Choice has 

been testing hi-fi 

since 1975. We've 

seen the arrival 

of compact disc; 

the decline and 

resurgence of vinyl 

LP; the renaissance 

of valve amps; the 

birth of DCC and 

Mini Disc; and the 

continuing popular· 

ity of good old-fashioned 

cassette tape. We look forward 

wholeheartedly to the multichan· 

nel reproduction of music and the 

fusion of images and sound. 
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DAD7 
FM7 
Cyrus!II 
PSX-R 

CD PlAYER 

TUNER 

INTEGRATED AMPLIFIER 

REGULATED POWER SUPPLY 



Cast adrift in the mighty ocean of hi-fi, with little more than a word-processor to stave off 

certain death, how will Malcolm Steward deal with this month's batch of new goodies? 

update 
Mark Levinson 
goesHDCD 

T
he £15,950 Mark Levinson 

No30.5 Reference Digital 

Processor now incorporates a 

retrocompatible HDCD decoder. 

Manufacturer Madrigal claims the 

improved unit offers eight times 

oversampling with up to 24-bit 

resolution when decoding 

conventional discs. Existing 

No30.5s can be upgraded by 

replacing their digital filter and 

processor-software EPROM. 

The No37 CD Transport attacks 

mechanically and electrically 

induced jitter by combining a 

In brief 
The legendary Finial Laserturntable, 
now manufactured by the Japanese 
ELP corporation, is available in Britain 
through The Serious Audio Company 
for a cool £2o,ooo e (01663) 742713 

Be First In your area to be First 
Out with Mark Levinson's N037-

proprietary jitter-reduction circuit 

with a double-speed CD-ROM drive. 

The No37 eschews conventional 

servo circuitry and uses a low-noise 

FIFO (First In, First Out) buffer with a 

custom oscillator instead. Estimated 

price is around £4,500. 

Another 'intelligent' FIFO buffers 

incoming data in the No36 Digital 

Processor. This £3,995 device 

doesn't rely upon sources having 

accurate data rates, and is even said 

to improve the sound of players that 

do not run exactly at 44.1 kHz. 

Finally, there are three new M-L 

dual-mono power ampliiers: the 

300W No333 (£8,500), the 200W 

No332 (£6,500), and the 1 OOW 

No331 (£4,500). 

� (01494) 459981 

A
fter a year's development, 

the Audio Innovations A/to 

CD player is revealed to the 

world. Key features include: 

dual-differential balanced 

operational; constant­

calibration bitstream DACs; a 

stabilised, low-jitter clock circuit 

and separate power 

transformers for control and 

audio circuits; digital output; 

and a back-lit LCD display. 

The A/to CD is priced at£299 

(black) or £329 (chrome), and, 

like Audio Innovations' Alto 

amp, is available exclusively 

through Richer Sounds stores. 

� (01305) 761017 New from Mclntosh Laboratory lnc, the 
MA64oa is a 100W integrated amplifier 
with full remote control and front­
panel-mounted power output meters. 
Expected UK price: around £2,000. 
e (01483) 454993 

Rote[ is offering an RQ970BXphono 
equaliser for just £99-95 to anyone 
buying an RA9708Xintegrated or 
RC/RB970BX pre/power amplifier 
before the end of August. 

The full Amphi experience 

e (01908) 317707 

Onkyo UK has taken over distribution 
of the Danish Dali range of 
loudspeakers. Buy a pair soon and 
you'll get eight metres of Dali 
audiophile cable free. 
e (o181) 343 2082 

K 
inshaw's new Am phi-Sound 

processor (£299) aims to 

enhance music systems by negating 

the effects of reflected sound at the 

rear of the listening room. 

lt takes a line level signal from the 

main stereo amplifier and feeds it to 

another amp driving a pair of 

speakers at the rear of the room. The 

Am phi-sound is just the 
thing for Spartacus fans. 

Amphi-Sound processor 

uses a proprietary algorithm, 

to reinforce rather than conflict with 

the main system, effectively masking 

the rear wall's reflected sound. 

Kinshaw points out that this is not 

conventional surround sound, and 

the system requires 

full-bandwidth speakers at the rear. 

A budget version, packaged with a 

four-channel amplifier, is expected. 

� (01209) 715878. 
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update 

Impulse 
enters 
instrumental 

I mpulse Loudspeakers enlisted 

the help of London's Design 

Council to create a dramatic look 

for its new Kora, Lali and Ta'us 

models, all named after Eastern 

musical instruments- a 

Senegalese stringed bass, a 

Fijian drum, and an Indian bowed 

stringed instrument respectively. 

All three speakers are floor­

standing, horn-loaded designs, 

made with hand-carved, solid­

wood baffles hewn from 

Canadian maple. The top-of-the­

range Ta'us, which costs £2,695, 

replaces the Impulse H2 and uses 

separate horns to load its 

mid range and bass drivers. The 

£1,595 Lali replaces the H6 and 

features an improved version of 

that speaker's bass horn. The 

£1,095 Kora is a wholly new 

design developed from the H6, 

which uses a modified 

exponential horn. 

Each model has an integral 

stand, incorporates improved 

drive units and crossovers, and 

can be used close to a rear wall. 

Naturally, all are high efficiency 

designs with sensitivities ranging 

from 89dB for the Kora to 94dB 

for the Ta'us. 

t!l 0181-766 0474 
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lt's never too late 
to be called to the 
top table, thanks to 
Rega's Planar 9· 

T he words 'ultimate' and 'definitive' are being uttered by Rega Research in 

connection with its new Planar 9 turntable. Unlike former models, this one 

comes with a dual-speed, crystal-locked, dual-amplified, outboard power 

supply to drive a rigidly mounted motor- doing away with the need for the 

compliant motor mounting arrangement seen on previous Regas. 

The motor drives a high-tolerance, diamond-turned sub-platter through twin 

belts for greater speed stability while playing heavily-modulated discs. 

Mechanical isolation comes from mounting the tone-arm, motor and platter 

assemblies on a lightweight inner plinth, which is attached through a three­

point fixing to a solid wood surround. The main platter is machined from an 

aluminium oxide ceramic material. 

The R8900 tone-arm, described as an "ultimately refined" version of its 

R8300 model, comprises a one-piece tube, high-tolerance bearings and 

attaches to the deck via three anti-resonance outriggers. 

Total package price is approximately £ 1 ,500. 

t!l (01 702) 333071 

L oaks like it's gonna be a 

Mini Disc summer- Sony have 

announced a total of six new, third­

generation MD machines. 

Immediately available models 

comprise three domestic units 

(MDS-S30, £499.99; MOS-S t, 

£549.99; MDS-S302, £499.99) 

and an in-car deck/tuner (MDX­

Ct50, £599.99). 

Come June, there will be two new 

MD Walkmen: the playback-only 

MZ-E3 (£249.99) and the recording 

MZ-R3 (£399.99)- the latter pair's 

pricing has obviously benefitted from 

improved manufacturing techniques. 

Sony claims to have sold 600,000 

MD players worldwide over th<.last 

two years - with 30 per cent of those 

sold in Europe. They claim further 

that they have issued 36 hardware 

manufacturing licenses, 19 software 

pressing licenses and 16 recording 

media licenses. 

Blank media is available at £7.99 

for a 60-minute disc and £9.99 for a 

74-minute disc. 

t!l (01932) 816000 

Fidelity to 
customer 
demand 
M usical Fidelity's Elektra range 

now includes the Elektra 

Et 0. This junior version of the Et 00 

is rated at 40 Watts per channel and, 

like its sibling ESO tuner and E60 CD 

player (due in a month's time), it will 

sell for £299.95. 

The Et 0, which incorporates a 

moving-magnet phono stage and 

five line-level inputs, effectively 

replaces the popular At and 8 t 

models in Musical Fidelity's range. 

The company explained that while 

the At sounded sweet, it couldn't 

deliver high volume levels and was 

restricted in the loudspeakers it 

could drive. The 8 t was more 

powerful and resilient but frequently 

criticised for sounding brash. 

Customer response to the more 

expensive Et 00 series components 

encouraged Musical Fidelity to 

clothe the Et 0 in matching livery. 

t!l 0181-900 2866. 

Back in black - Musical 
Fidelity's E10 undercuts the 
E10o's price but not its sound. 



Surrounding 
and visual 
B 

ose's new £2,300 Lifestyle 12 

system adds the surround­

sound angle to the company's 

slimline music system concept, first 

unveiled in 1989. In addition to CD 

and AM/FM tuner, the listener can 

now siphon Pro-Logic TV 

broadcasts or films through the 

diminutive brushed aluminium 

control centre. 

The system is supplied with five 

magnetically-shielded Acouslimass 

'double-cube' arrays and an 

Acoustimass three-chamber bass 

module, which incorprates 

VideoLogic- Base's enhancement 

of Dol by Pro-Logic processing. 

Also of note is the RF handset, 

which relies on radiowaves rather 

than infra-red, and can thus be 

operated anywhere in the home. In 

specialist hi-fi dealers, customers will 

be offered a demonstration based 

around CD-i. 

News from the fascinating facts 

department: Bose claims market 

leadership in European loudspeaker 

sales, citing market share of 1 7.2 per 

cent in May 1994. 

1:: (01795) 475341 

Budget Lux with optional 
champagne 

R emember Luxman? RAM UK aims to re-establish this prestigious brand 

in the UK with new 300 Series components, all at the entry-level price of 

£199.95. The range kicks off with the 40 Watt A-312 amplifier, the two-head, 

two-motor K-322 cassette deck, T-353 tuner and 0-332 CD player- which 

offers 18-bit DACs, uncommon at this price level. All components are finished 

in 'Professional Black' as standard, though Luxman's tasty Champagne Gold 

finish will be available to special order. 

1::0161-973 0505 Larks! Luxury Luxman lives. 

Dangerous 

W 
ooah! Don't let your kids near 

the new £449.99 Aiwa 

NSX-0999 Mega Mini System. 

Unlike most wimpy minis, this one 

puts out a claimed and very 

dangerous 1 50 Watts per channel 

(ten per cent THD), making it a very 

hazardous bedroom accessory. 

Other features include a three-disc 

CD changer, dual one-bit DACs, 

Artificial Intelligence navigation for 

ease of use, and- you guessed it­

dual microphone Karaoke with 

Digital Echo. Aiwa's publicist 

assures us this means "More people, 

more fun". Mmmmm . .  

C
ounterpoint's £1,995 NPS-

1 00 is a new 1 OOW hybrid 

power amplifier from the Californian 

company noted for partnering valves 

with semiconductors. However, the 

new model eschews traditional 

MOSFET s for bipolar transistors, 

thanks to the latter's greater 

ruggedness and improved current 

delivery, which translates into a more 

natural presentation with improved 

dynamic range, allegedly. 

1:: (01483) 454993 

update 

In brief 
Ken wood's UD-403Pmini system 
includes a three-disc CD player, tuner, 
cassette, graphic equaliser, and Dol by 
Pro-Logic surround sound. lt comes 
complete with centre and surround 
speakers and costs £549.95 
1:: (01923) 816444· 

Grundig's new R120 midi system uses 
key components from the company's 
Performing Arts range. £399.99 gets 
you a silver finished CD, tuner, 
cassette, graphic, 30W amp and a pair 
of two-way, reflex speakers. 
1:: (01788) 577155· 

Path Group has added a series of 
equipment and loudspeaker stands to 
itslxos range. The Deadrock- not to 
be confused with Dread lock­
supports are fashioned from a granite 
resin matrix. 1:: (01494) 459981. 

LucasFilm has bestowed Home THX 
certification upon XLO's VDO range of 
cables. This makes XLO one of only two 
cable manufacturers licensed to use 
the THX logo. e (0115) 9284147. 

The Chord Company has a special deal 
for anyone buying its Solid 
interconnect cable before the end of 
June. Trade in your old interconnect 
and get £30 off the Solid's regular 
price. e (0722) 331674. 

The National Vintage Communications 
Fair takes place at the NEC 
Birmingham on Sunday May 14th 1995, 
from 10.30 am to 5pm. Admission costs 
£5.00 and includes -while stocks last 
- a free copy of the Sound and Vision 
Yearbook 1995/6. 1:: (01398) 331532. 

Goldring Products is now the UK 
distributor for Grado headphones. The 
American manufacturer has just 
launched a new five-model range that 
starts with the £89.95 SR6o and goes 
up to £299.95 for the SR325. 
1:: (01284) 701101. 

Alpine still claims to make the world's 
smallest in-car CD changer after 
replacing the previous title holder, the 
5960, with the CHM-S6oo. The 
compact £299.90 unit has a six-disc 
capacity. e (01908) 611556 

In the US, sales to dealers of consumer 
audio hardware surged 12 per cent in 
1994, topping $8billion for the first 
time. These Electronic Industries 
Association (EIA) statistics, released in 
March, are ascribed to 'an innovative 
industry and a resurgent US economy'. 
1:: +1 (703) 907 767 4 

As ton Audio's Leeds branch is holding 
a Nairn Musical Evening on Thursday 
May 23rd at Korks Wine Bar, from 
20.00 onwards. 
Call e (01943) 467689 to book. 

Correction: last month's Update item 
on the RELStorm subwoofer was 
inaccurate. Where we implied that its 
Volt driver will be offered as an 
upgrade to existing Stentor and Studio 
owners, we should have said that the 
driver can be U[:1graded to the 'Big to' 
driver used in the Stentor and Studio. 

Hi-Fi Choice May 1995 7 



HD 580 
Top of the range 

dynamic headphone 

using new duofoil 

diaphragm which 

virtually eliminates 

sound colouration. 

HD 565 

HD 320 
Part of the new 

generation of dynamic 

hi-li stereo headphones, 

the HO 320 has 

ergonomic styling with 

a sound quality that is 

designed to optimise 

transparency and 

clarity, whilst ensuring 

a strong bass 

definition. 

The neutral. very natural 
tonal response is particularly 
free of distortion. A standing 
ovation for such harmony of 
sound and design! 
Pleasant and comfortable 
to wear, like all 

The highest fidelity. 
Naturally. 

Immerse yourself in the music. No distractions, just 

pure sound reproduction. 

Ifs no coincidence that'Sennheiser headphones are 

acclaimed again and again in the hi-fi press. 

We set new standards of sound reproduction 

and quality at the leading edge of acoustic 

technology. Supremely comfortable and 

near-unbreakable, the headphones are 

specially designed for easy replacement of parts. 

With accurate, detailed response and rich pure 

tone, recreate the eloquence of the instruments, the 

vitality of the vocals. Whatever your taste in music 

you'll appreciate the transparent natural sound 

quality, balanced by a wide dynamic range. 

Now prove it. Try out our headphones for yourself. 

You'll be convinced. Naturally. 

rzJ S E 1\11\1 H E I S E R 

A headphone which 

produces a roomy and 

detailed sound whilst 

incorporating high 

quality in its design 

making it lightweight 

and comfortable to 

wear. 

Sennheiser UK Ltd. Freepost, Loudwater, High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire, HPl 0 8BR. Telephone 0628 850811. Fax 0628 850958 



Our high-t«h electronics testing labOratory has made a quantum leap 

forward. We bave discovered advanced computer testing procedures 

that show the finest degree of measurement, pushing lab investigations 

Into the next mlllenlum. Our latest tests are fully explained by the 

Labmaster General, Paul Miller. 

f I . 

Selling hi·fi is no longer the gentlemanly pursuit of yesteryear, and traders in 

audiophilia have responded differently to modern competitive pressures. In a unique HI-Fi Choice 
investigation, we look at the changing face of hi-fi retailing, and establish exactly what this means for 

you, the hi-fi buyer. 

• Modern classics - the first in a series, covering 

popular products that have stood the test of time. • 

First review of the new budget speakers from Rogers. 

• How does Pacific Microsonic's HDCD shape up in 

practice? • Electrocompaniet- a blast from the past, 

reborn. 
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widescreen edition 

YOU KNOW IT MAKES SENSE 

Why not take out a subscription to Home 
Entertainment? lt will cost you less than 
buying it at the newsagents each month, 
you get free delivery straight to your door, 
and you never have to risk missing an 
issue. Oh yes, and we'll throw in a free 
widescreen film of your choice! 

Home Entertainment costs £2.50 every 
month. however if you take out a subscrip­
tion you can save up to 30% on the cover 
price. If you choose to pay by direct debit 
(the hassle-free way for you and for us) 
your subscription will cost as little as £23. 

Hearts of Darkness And don't forget post and packaging are 
widescreen edition free - Home Entertainment will appear, as 

if by magic, on your doorstep every month 
- you need never leave the comfort of your 
living room again. 

And while you're sitting at home waiting 
for your next copy of Home Entertainment 
to arrive you can watch one of our great 
free cult classics. Yes indeed, not content 

widescreen edition with sending you your home cinema bible 

Home fnlenainmenl 
Europe's premier home cinema magazine 

at a discount, we'll also send you 
a FREE widescreen film on video. 
You can choose any one of the 
fabulous films pictured on these 
pages. Any one of these best­
selling films would be a valuable 
addition to any self-respecting 
film goer's collection. 

The Abyss- special edition 
1994 Awards -Best widescreen edition 

To sign up for this fantastic offer all you 
have to do is fill in the coupon, and send 
it to us with payment - we'll do the rest! 
You just sit back and wait for your film and 
your issues of Home Entertainment to 
arrive. it's as easy as that! 

SUBSCRI BE TO HOME ENTERTAINMENT 

• Have Home Entertainment delivered 
to your door every month 

• Get up to 30% of f the normal price 
• Receive a FREE video of your choice 
• Get to impress your friends with your 

vast and up to the minute knowledge 
• An extra £2 off when you subscribe by 

direct debit 
YOU REALLY CAN'T LOSE! 

Man Bites Dog 

widescreen edition 

the director's cut 



HOME ENTERTAINMENT SUBSCRIPTION APPLICATION FORM 

D Start my subscription from the next available issue and send me my free film. 
or D I am already a subscriber, please extend my subscription and send my film. 

1 year (£2.08 an issue) 
2 years (£1.88 an issue) 
3 years (£1.69 an issue) 
Annual direct debit 

0 UK £25 
D UK£45 
D UK£61 
D £23 (UK only) 

D Europe£40 
D Europe£69 
D Europe£99 

OWorld£53 
oworld£91 
OWorld£133 

The film I would like is 
___________________ _____ _ 

I am over 15/18 ( delete as applcable) Signed 
_______________ 

_ 

DETAILS 

Name. _______________________________ _ 

Address 
______________ _______________ ___ 

Postcode. ______________ �D� aL��im�e2p� h�o� n� e�------ -----

POSTAGE DETAILS 

UK READERS: Home Entertainment Subscriptions, FREEPOST WD7 Bristol BS12 OBR. 

OVERSEAS READERS:'Home Entertainment Subscriptions, Bradley Pavilions, 
Bradley Stoke North, Bristol BS12 OBQ. 

PHONE OUR SUBSCRIPTION HOTLINE ON: 01454 620070 OR FAX: 01454 620080 

METHOD OF PAYMENT Complete section 0 Direct Debit, f) Cheque or 0Credit Card 
0 D I would like to pay by direct debit AND SAVE £2. 
Instruction to your bank or building society to pay by Direct Debit. 
To the manager-bank name 

____________ __________ _ 

Address 
___________ ____ �-----------------

Postcode 
Name of account holder( s) 

_____________ --,----,-----------

Bank sort code 1_1_11_1_ _ _ Account number I _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ 

Originators identification number 1�1�1_1_12_1J!.I_QI 

Please pay Dennis Publishing Ltd. direct debits from the account detailed on this 
instruction subject to the safeguards assured by The Direct Debit Guarantee. 
B�nks and building societies may not accept direct debit instructions for some types of account. 

Signature(s bate 

f) D I enclo&e a_ cheque for£ ( sterling) made payable to: 
Dennis Publishing Ltd -Home Entertainment 

0 D Please charge my D Visa D Access/Mastercard D AMEX 
Card Number 1_1_1_1_11_1_1_1_11_1_1_1_11_1_1_1_1 Expiry date 1_1_11_1_1 

Today's date ----,-----,-----,----,-----,----�
S�i �n� e� d----,----,----,--------��c:c 

0 Please indicate here if you do not wish to receive detai l s of further special offers or new products. P D505 



Leaving no turn unstoned in the never-ending quest for the finest sound, Alan Si reo m trawls 

the hi-fi ocean for prime fillet of audio, while Jimmy Hughes lives for good Stereo. 

choice sessions 

I 
t's strange how your tastes 

can change. Several years 

ago, I abandoned the classic 

'Flat Earth' system in favour of 

something more neutral. It's 

therefore quite a shock to find 

that one of the most exciting 

sounds I've heard comes from an 

Exposure prefpower combo, 

which has firm roots in the flat 

earth camp. 

Some time ago, Exposure 

loaned me its £850 XVII 

pream plifier and XVIII power 

amp, in preparation for this 

review of the new £850 XVIII 

Superpower amp. The price of 

the combo was not quoted, but 

having spent several years in the 

industry, I can usually predict 

prices without a problem. This 

time, however, I failed 

completely, pitching the combo 

at double its real cost (£1 ,700). 

And that was before the XVIII 

Super turned up ... 

The combo is totally fuss-free, 

and superbly finished in 

Exposure's 'new' matt black 

house style. With a 250VA mains 

transformer that wouldn't look 

out of place in a power amp, the 

XVII is also one of the heaviest 

one-box preamplifiers around. 

This probably explains why it 

has a superbly musical on-board 

Matt-black music from the 

phono stage (either MM or MC) 

and one of the most honest line 

stages in this price-range. 

The Exposure XVIII Super is 

another stunner for the cash. It 

is equipped with a beefed-up 

power rail. a trimmed output 

section, and special foil 

capacitors which have nothing 

whatsoever to do with 

computers ('computer grade' 

components are a pet hate of 

John Farlowe, Exposure's 

designer). Like its sister model, 

theXVIIISuperis a sixty-watter. It 

has the power it takes to get 

speaker cones smoking and 

cause the owner a 12 month 

suspended sentence for 

disturbing the peace. Both pre 

and power come fitted with XLR 

terminals. Neither offers true 

balanced operation, but there is 

still a great deal of improvement 

over previous models. 

Prior to being introduced to 

the Exposure XVIII Super, I 

planned to praise the combo for 

its lack of artificiality and no­

nonsense musical performance. 

Include the XVIII Super and give 

it a good warm-up, and you've 

come to the right place for a 

wicked sense of rhythm. 

The imagery and 

transparency of the system is 

rhythm kings of Portslade. ------' 
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also improved, as is the terrier­

biting-through-your-soft-parts 

bass. The spot-on timing is what 

you'd expect from a designer 

who cut his teeth building Hi­

Watt guitar amps for the likes of 

Pete Townshend. Effectively, it 

interferes with the fundamental 

aspects of the music so little that 

my note pad ends up looking 

more like a list from Record 

Collector than an attempt to 

criticise a piece of hi-fi. 

If you are feeling picky, there 

is a slight dullness in the 

extreme treble, and the mid­

range is on the hard side. But 

these details prove insignificant 

once the 'boogie factor' and 

price is taken into account. 

The Exposure amp combo 

leads you toward similarly 

musical sources and speakers. I 

got the best results from 

speakers like the evergreen Epos 

ES14, smaller Shahinians and 

Royd's excellent little Sorcerers. 

More important, though, is that 

it creates clutter-you begin 

playing music at about eight 

o'clock in the evening and the 

next thing you know it's seven 

hours later and you can't move 

for records and CDs strewn 

across the floor. It's a worry. 

I wouldn't recommend 

owners of an original XVIII to 

replace it with a Super. Greater 

benefit would probably come 

from switching over to the 

mono version of this amp. 

However, I must admit that I 

deeply missed the Exposure 

XVIIjXVIII Super when it left my 

system -which is about the 

highest praise I can think of for 

any product. 

Flat on my face 
I'd hate to be drunk with a 

speech impediment when 

ordering sets of the Sonolith 

Monolith 20/20 speaker cable. 

Designed to maximise the 

performance ofElectrofl uidics' 

Sonolith loudspeakers (reviewed 

in issue no. 139), the £25/m 

Monolith 20/20 is a flat sandwich­

construction cable. It uses a pair 

of high-purity 20mm-wide 

copper ribbons that are rolled, 

not drawn, and separated by a 

Mylar dielectric. 

Cables like Monolith 20/20 have 

extremely low resistance. This is 

to avoid the low frequencies 

unattenuating, which is borne 

out by listening, as is the 

extremely detailed high 

fi·equency performance one 

would expect from such a large 

surface area. On the right 

system, Monolith 20/20 is 

wonderfully detailed, extremely 

coherent and has about the 

fastest transients I've come 

across from a cable. It's slightly 

dynamically challenged, but 

with all that detail. who cares? 

The trouble is, low resistance 

cables have a very high 

attendant capacitance, which 

can cause a number of 

amplifiers near-terminal 

problems. The Exposure 

prefpower amplifier mentioned 

above would have a blue fit ifl 

offered up Monolith 20/20 to the 

speaker terminals.As a rule of 

thumb, a lot of amplifiers which 

emphasise pace, rhythm and 

timing will take to this cable like 

a duck takes to shotgun pellets. 



If you've the right system, give it 
20/20 vision with Monolith. 

If this all sounds familiar, it's 

probably because the Sonolith 

Monolith is nearly identical to the 

Goertz cable, imported by 

Townshend Audio.TI1e two look 

the same, their construction is 

broadly similar. and they both 

behave and sound almost 

identically. !f a gun were at my 

head, I would attribute slightly 

more detail and capacitive load 

to the Monolith, but it's also 

moderately less dynamic and 

balanced than the Goertz. 

However, these differences are 

extremely fractional. 

I hesitate to recommend both 

the Goertz and the Monolith 

cables, because of their amp­

crushing capacitance. The fact 

remains, however, that they are 

capable of providing superb 

sound in the right system. 

The only conventional cable 

that sounds as good is the near­

mythical (and frighteningly 

expensive) Flatline Red Dawn. But 

that's another story ... 

Atmos'R'Us 
Our attentions now turn to the 

Technics SC-L$10 system (see 

p15), a state-of-the-art radiogram 

which defies placement in 

conventional midi, mini or 

micro pigeonholes. Instead, this 

unit's discreet, curved facia 

hints more at penthouse-style 

Bang & Olufsen than a 

commodity sale item in Dixons. 

It's all remote-controlled 

naturally, and optimised for 

ease of use: basic function 

buttons stand ready on the 

handset; more obscure controls 

are hidden behind a sliding flap. 

The unit itself is similarly 

demure at rest, but when the CD 

and tape mechanisms are 

summoned they slide and rotate 

into position as if destined for 

an appearance on Thunderbirds 

or Stingray. You can also listen to 

FM, MW and LW radio, or select 

an external source. 

Clever widgetry within 

enables easy unattended 

recording of radio sources, or 

fi.1ss-free cassette compilation of 

CDs. And once its clock is set, the 

SC-L$10 becomes a high·tech 

alarm.TI1is chronological 

awareness also extends to the 

unit's 'Soundscape' function, 

which offers SY11thesised 

rendtitions of calming natural 

sounds for those who need to 

unwind. On offer are Beach, 

Forest and Stream, each 

populated by 'virtual' birds and 

insects whose identities change 

through the day. From the 

morning cuckoo to the 

overnight owl. it's just the thing 

for executive stress. 

Better still, mix this effect 

with the music you're playing 

and dial yourself an instant 

outdoor concert (Metallica 

meets Bambi, anyone?). 

You'll be surprised by the 

sound of this distinctive 

machine. The speakers, curved 

in coordination with the main 

unit's styling, are three-way 

boxes of unexpected solidity; 

and they are entirely free of 

typical midi-system vices. 

TI1ough power output is in the 

modest ten-to-thirty Watt range, 

real dynamics and real 

frequency range are available­

music sounds like music, and 

will play to serious levels in the 

average room. Stereo imagety is 

not a strong suit, but the SC-LS10 

would not embarrass i tself in 

the company of budget hi-fi 

separates. There is a sprinkling 

of DSP widgets to boost bass, 

optimise for low-level listening 

and psycho-acoustically 

enhance the perception of 

stereo width. 

While not qualifYing as a true 

audiophile product, if you want 

to blend chic style, solid audio 

performance and remote­

control convenience in a 

diminutive but high-value 

package, the £800 SC-L$1 0 

deserves your attention. 

La vie en Rose 
A couple of stories surround 

Pink Triangle's new Ventlical 

loudspeaker (see p17). First, 

there's the name; for 

anatomical pedants, a ventricle 

is one of the two lower chambers 

of the heart; for Pink pedants, 

the Ventlical is IT's first since the 

introduction of Cardinal 

transport and Ordinal DAC. If the 

next Pink product is a ballsy 

subwoofer, I'd lay bets that it 

will be called the Testical. 

TI1e £865 Ventlical is a slimline 

floorstanding two-way speaker, 

available in a variety of funky 

finishes. It uses a dome tweeter 

(very similar to the EMIT 

popularised by Infinity) which 

sessions 

bestows seriously clean, 

extended treble, as well as the 

sort of openness that could 

almost pass for an electrostatic. 

Although extended, the Ventlical 

never lapses into brightness or 

sibilance, giving cymbals an 

attack, decay and release that is 

superbly accurate. This makes 

for a speaker that is very 

revealing, yet easy to sit in front 

of. Outside the world of 'statics, 

such a combination is as rare as 

hens' teeth. 

The tweeter of the Ventlical is 

allied with a 100mm bass driver, 

coupled in a transmission line 

arrangement, with a rear-firing 

port. The latter makes the 

speaker adjustable to suit a wide 

variety of rooms. The Ventlical's 

bass can be attenuated by up to 

4dB, thanks to three different 

kinds of foam bung: too little 

and the bass overhangs and flaps 

around the room; too much and 

the bass disappears which 

means a thick and stilted 

midband. In my room, the best 

sound lay somewhere between 

ldB and 2dB attenuation. 

If you are an inveterate 

tweaker, this is the perfect 

speaker. Change the bung 

material or reposition the 

speakers slightly, and you will 

experience dramatic changes in 

performance. In this respect, the 
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Ventrical is quite demanding. 

The more you put into the set-up 

of the speaker, the greater the 

rewards. In general, however, 

we're not dealing with a great 

fan of boomy, resonant or 

cavernous rooms. And the 

Ventrical prefers the softer 

approach of a Stemfoort SFl 00 

integrated amplifier to the 

slightly brash Exposure combo. 

When accurately set up, the 

Ventlical somehow reminds me 

of the Audioplan Kontrapunkt- a 

smoothly satisfYing and 

unfatiguing experience.lt 

produces an image that is 

dramatically precise, but which 

drops back from behind the 

speaker baffles, as opposed to 

projecting an image into the 

room. Also like the Kontmpunkt, 

PT's Ventlical has a very definite 

volume envelope that cannot be 

breached. This speaker will play 

loud enough to upset most 

inner city neighbours, but if you 

want pinned-to-the-wall volume 

levels, look elsewhere. 

The Ventrical has a nice solid 

underpinning of bass. This is not 

the deepest. most grumbling 

bass around, but this speaker 

only uses a 1 OOmm bass driver. A 

transmission line helps, but you 

cannae change the laws o' 

physics, Cap'n. 

Sometimes, to my surprise, 

the Ventlical suddenly swung 

deep notes, when required by 

discs like Leftfield's Leftism. As 

with many transmission line 

designs, this bass is not the 

fastest. most spot-on performer 

in the rhythm department. It 

will not provoke a negative 

reaction under normal 

circumstances, but fans of 

timing-oriented systems will 

probably not be so impressed. 

I'd be lying if! suggested that 

the PT Ventlical was the speaker 

for all people. Deep bass freaks, 

those seeking ear-bending 

volume levels and timing 

nutters are likely to find it 

downright unacceptable. 

However, if you lust after the 

glorious transparency that only 

a Quad Electrostatic can achieve, 

but lack either the funds or 

suitable domestic 

arrangements, this is a pretty 

good alternative. 

Vitamin-fed minis 
I've had so many boxes to fall 

over during the last few months, 

that even the tiniest speaker 

would be hard to like. 

Fortunately, the £250 System 

Audio 905 speakers are seriously 

small. Never mind Royd or Rega 

speakers, a pair of these tiny 

I 
If style and DSP are all you need, 
Technics SC-LS10 is for you (see 
'Atmos R Us', p15). 

starlets fit in a box almost the 

same size as a case of decent 

wine. The 905s are just about as 

much fun as a case of wine- and 

they last longer, too. 

A tiny. bi-wirable two-way, 

this Danish five-litre 905 comes 

in a choice of black vinyl 

woodgrain or woodgrained 

vinyl which is black- but a 

genuine woodgrain finish is on 

the cards. It uses a 19mm fabric 

dome tweeter and a hand-made 

130mm midfbass drive unit 

connected to the outside world 

via a pair of gold-plated bi-wire 

terminals. The claimed 

sensitivity is 89dB which, 

coupled with a nominal 

impedance of eight Ohms and 

power handling of70 Watts, 

means that it can be driven well 

with almost any amplifier. 

Some hi-fi buffs may 

remember the classic 

Wharfedale Diamonds of the '80s. 

Along with many a fledgling 

enthusiast of the time, I cut my 

audio teeth on a pair of Diamond 

2s.Aithough limited in a 

number of respects, the budget 

Diamonds never let go of the 

music, and allowed me to 

seriously upgrade turntables 

and amps over the years. These 

905s share a great deal of that 

classic Diamond performance. 

There is something nostalgic 

about the 905s. They kept 

sessions 

Smaller than your average 
speaker, the System Audio 905 

lacks nothing in the fun 
department. 

bringing me back to bedsit-land 

and Echo and the Bunnymen 

records playing in to the wee 

small hours. And they lapped up 

almost all the music l tried on 

them. with a moderate bias 

away from classical music­

more Velvet Crush than Vivaldi. 

As you'd expect from a small 

box, deep and grunty bass ain't 

on the menu, but I think there's 

a slight upper-bass lift to hide 

the 905s limitations; not so 

obvious as to enforce heavy 

coloration on the speaker, but 

just enough to fill out the bass. 

This bass reinforcement is 

further enhanced by the filled 

single column stands, and by 

placing the speakers pretty close 

to a solid wall. 

As an experiment, try the 905s 

with something like No Protection 

(the dub re mix of Massive 

Attack's Protection CD), or the 

Vangelis soundtrack to Blade 

Runner. Both discs include the 

type of notes that cause serious 

intestinal disturbance to the 

listener, if you've got the right 

speaker. The 905 makes a valiant 

attempt at playing these deep 

notes, but at no time do you feel 

the air, or your bowels, nwve. 

A small box generally images 

well, and the 905 is no exception. 

The image height is lacking 

completely, and there isn't 

much cavernous image depth, 
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LOOKS LIKE 

NO OTHER ••• 

SOUNDS LIKE 

NO OTHER ••• 

SOUNDS LIKE 

NOTHING 

AT ALL. 

THE BEST IN 

THE WORLD. 

ALO 
E L E C T R I C 

Interconnects and 
Speaker Cables. 
Made in USA 

Distributed in the UK by 

W O L L A T O N  
.A.•U•D•I•O 
tel/fax: 0115 928 4147 

AUDIO INSIGHT 

53 Wolverton Road, Stony Stratford 
Milton Keynes, Bucks MK 1 1 1 ED 
Tel (01908) 561551 

BURY AUDIO 

47 Churchgate 
Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk 
Tel (0 1284) 724337 

DEFINITIVE AUDIO 

Tei/Fax: (0 1 1 59) 81 3562 

INFIDELITY 

9 High Street, Hampton Wick 
Kingston-upon-Thames, Surrey 
Tel: (0181) 943 3530 

KAMLA ELECTRONICS 

251 Tottenham Court Road 
London 
Tel: (0171) 323 2747 

OXFORD AUDIO CONSULTANTS 

Cantay House, Park End Street 
Oxford OX1 1JE 
Tel (01865) 790879 

MUSIC MATTERS 

363 Hagley Road, Edgbaston 
Birmingham B 1 7 8DL 
Tei(O 121) 429 281 1 

93-95 Hobs Moat Road, Solihull 
West Midlands B92 HjL 
Tel (0 1 21) 7 420254 

SOUND ACADEMY 

High Street, Bloxwich (Nr. Walsall) 
West Midlands 
Tel (0 1922) 493499 

SOUND ORGANISATION 

4 Pickfords Wharfe, Clink Street 
London 
Tel (0171) 403 2255 

THE POWERPLANT 

66 Upper North Street 
Brighton BN 1 3FL 

Tel (01273) 775978 



Open your heart to the new�nk 
Triangle Ventrica/loudspeaker 
(see 'La vie en Rose', p15). 

unless you move them in to the 

room and lose what's left of the 

bass. But the sound staging is 

wide, and studio engineers 

fiddling with pan-pots is every 

bit as annoying as with a pair of 

more expensive speakers. 

What the 905s lack in image 

depth and deep bass, they make 

up for in a fair degree of 

dynamic range and coherence, 

allied to the sort of timing that 

brings a tap to the foot. Once 

again, the past keeps calling me. 

I can't help feeling that the 905s 

are a pair of Diamonds that took 

all their vitamins. All they lack is 

the lively spit of the classic 

Wharfedale, but that can be put 

Denon's remote-free 
DCD-315 CD player. 

Does low cost really 
mean good value (see 

'The alternative is 
nothing', p18). 

down to teenage exuberance. 

The 905s are also smart in that 

they don't present a threat to 

mid-fi amplification and 

sources. So often, cheaper 

speakers are designed and even 

demonstrated when hooked up 

to vindictively expensive 

equipment; play the same 

speaker on cheap and cheerful 

middle-market gear (which it is 

most likely to be partnered 

with), and the speaker just 

doesn't deliver the goods. The 

905 blends into real-world 

systems so well that you forget 

the technology and simply listen 

into the music. 

While they can never play the 

sort of volume levels 

that satisfY Malcolm 'If you 

can hear me say it's too quiet, 

then it's not loud enough' 

Steward, a pair of905s can- in a 

fairly small room -churn out 

Rage Against The Machine loud 

enough to hurt . Finally, 

whatever you do, remove those 

black plastic logos from the 

grilles. I had them flapping 

along to almost every bass note, 

especially when things got loud. 

Better still, do away with the 

grilles altogether. Then you 

really :1ave a giant-killer. 

If they had the absolute detail 

resolution to match their strong 

points, the 905s could be serious 

competition for super-mini 

speakers like the Neat Petite. But 

such a statement doesn't match 

the massive price differential. 

More to the point, for a first 

'proper' hi-fi system, you'll get a 

lot of mileage out of the 905s. 

Yes, my head hurts 
Regular readers will know that I 

was profoundly impressed by 

the Grado SR60 headphones. 

They are the baby of the Grado 

range, which stretches up to the 

£600 HP1. There is a lot of space 

between the two. Space that is 

filled with models like the £150 

SR125 (see p18). TI1is looks almost 

identical to the SR60, save for the 

slightly larger earpads. 

Bigger earpads, however, do 

not change the fimdamentally 

uncomfortable nature of the 

headphones. It all comes down 

to that head-band, which is 

anatomically designed for a 

skull-sized light bulb. With tl1e 

requisite amount of brute force 

and ignorance (my favourite 

combination, next to Southern 

Comfort and Babycham), the 

Grado band can be twisted into a 

vaguely human shape. They also 

leak sound like it was going out 

of fashion. In a quiet room. this 

makes the SR125s sound more 

like a pair of tweeters than a pair 

of quality headphones. 

sessions 

Fortunately, 

the sound quality more than 

makes up for the lack of creature 

comforts. TI1e SR125 builds upon 

the basic performance of the 

SR60, getting even closer to 

what's on the disc. It also 

provides the dark sound with 

deep, full-on bass and the 

slightly fmward mid-range 

which is characteristic of the 

SR60. Unlike a pair of AKG, Be er 

or Sennheiser cans, the Grado 

design is more idiosynCJ;atic. If 

you,like me, can get past the 

uncomfortable nature and 

slight brightness, almost every 

otl1er head phone on the market 

sounds contrived and 

unexciting by comparison. 

The SR125s also avoid 

lateralising music, which helps 

to minimalise the in-head sound 

typical of many headphones. On 

the other hand, they are never 

anything less than a bumpy ride 

through your platters, and 

many will find the process a tad 

too uneven and unnerving. 

I know that the SR125s are 

bright. I also know that I listen 

to them too loud, consume too 

many trans-fatty acids, stay up 

too late, take too little exercise 

and swear in the car even when 

the window is wound down. But 

life is too short to live a puritan 

lifestyle and tl1e SR125s,like the 

SR60s before them, help to bring 

out the pro to-human in me. I 

really enjoyed playing some naff 

dance CDs through them. I like 

them because they're highly 

sensitive, so I can turn the 

volume up to hearing­

threatening levels, just for fun. 

Comparing the two models is 

an interesting project. Play a 

track on the SR60 and get used to 

the depth of bass, the sheer 

clarity, focus and speed of 

attack. Then change over to the 
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SR125 and wonder how you 

could find such a limited 

performance so alluring. By 

contrast, the SR60 is seriously 

bass-challenged, sharp and 

grainy. A sense of immediacy 

present in the SR60 is less 

evident in the bigger model, but 
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after a while it becomes clear 

that this is simply due to the 

lack offrequency extension (the 

SR125 seems to add an extra 

octave everywhere). There is still 

a slight touch of grain, but this is 

trivial when compared to the 

sheer zest of the headphone. 

The Grado SR125 is more of a 

double-edged sword than its 

sibling; use a cheaper 

head phone output and you have 

a rather bright balance. Plonk in 

a decent head phone amp and 

you are in for a superb, if 

uncomfortable, head phone 

experience. It's more like direct­

coupling your central nervous 

system straight into to the CD 

player's output. 

The alternative to nothing 
Finally, just a few brief notes 

about the new super-budget 



Never a dull moment with the 
Grado SR125 headphones. 

£150 Den on DCD-315 CD player 

(see pl7). It uses the Burr-Brown 

PCM1710 combined DAC/filter 

chip, so we're dealing with a 

bare-bones player. There is no 

digital output, head phone 

socket, random play feature or 

display dimmer button. Couch 

potatoes like me will also find 

the lack of a remote control a 

problem. However, all the basic 

controls are on the front panel 

and the player's ergonomics are 

very similar to the company's 

more expensive machines. 

Den on is obviously going for 

the audiophile vote at this low 

cost, even if the more logical 

option would be to opt for a 

feature-packed player with 

primitive sound quality. Yet, the 

DCD-315 is far from perfect. It 

tends to produce left and right 

channel sounds rather than a 

soundstage, and is quite gritty 

throughout the mid-range and 

treble. However, it can follow a 

bass line with some 

considerable charm. 

Blur's Parkiife revealed 

everything good and bad about 

the 315. It takes the vocals a little 

too close for comfort and leaves 

those guitars far too raspy. 

We're left with a close-knit, 

undynamic sound that borders 

on the claustrophobic. However, 

this must be weighed against its 

coherent performance, which 

tethers you to the music, 

especially if you can live with in­

yer-face production values. And 

there's that low price ... 

Although I would find it hard 

to live with the performance of 

the DCD-315,1 doubt if! could live 

with any player in its price­

range. TI1ere is a hell of an 

improvement to be had by 

opting for one of the many 

players at £100 more, but if the 

choice is between a £150 player 

or no player, try this Denon. 

Accuracy or musicality? 
After some goody-packed weeks 

of product testing,my head 

spins from the plethora of 

philosophies presented by 

various manufacturers. On the 

one hand, you have the absolute 

fidelity of Pink's Ventrical 

speakers and Sonolith's Monolith 

20/20 cable; on the other you 

have the feel-good factor of 

Grado's SR125, System Audio's 

funky little 905 speakers and 

Exposure's XVII pre and XVIII 

Super power amp. I don't include 

the Den on in this, as it falls 

between the two stools because 

of its low price. I'm not even 

going to try to comment on 

which is intrinsically better­

accuracy or musicality. But 

that's the beauty of hi-fi -you 

have room for choice. 

If! lived with the seriously 

musical Exposure combo, I 

would dramatically change my 

system to match it. However, the 

system would then be so fun­

oriented that I would over-use it, 

and consequently wear out a 

phono cartridge every six 

months and a CD laser every two 

years. By contrast, products like 

the slightly more cerebral PT 

Ventrical are deeply unexciting; 

not in a bland manner, but 

simply honest enough not to 

overstate tllemselves. At first 

listening, it is easy to dismiss the 

Ventrical as lacking in bass, 

slightly slow, and unsuitable for 

playing loud. Give it a bit of time 

and a lot of setting up, and tl1is 

speaker really pays dividends in 

tlle sound quality department. 

The Grado SR125s are totally 

different. I'd be tlle first to admit 

tllat tlley are not tlle most 

honest cans around, and I accept 

that tlley are too bright and 

uncomfortable for many 

listeners. But if you feel tllat the 

average £150 head phone is 

about as exciting as driving 

around a car park at 5 m ph in a 

Volvo estate, then tlle Grados 

could be the cans for you. 

Denon's DCD-315will never 

take the hi-fi community by 

storm. For the money, however, 

it puts in a very fair 

performance. If you are tllinking 

of shaving a few pounds off tlle 

budget, I wouldn't advise you to 

opt for such a cheap player, but 

if you are driven by necessity 

rather than sheer penny­

pinching, then at least the 

Denon tries for an up-tempo 

sound. The trouble is, it makes a 

few sonic problems for itself 

along the way. 

Of everything tested, the tiny 

System Audio 905s impressed me 

the most. Of course, the more 

expensive products were 

intrinsically better, but tlle 905 is 

the sort of no-fuss, fun-time 

product tllat simply begs to be a 

part of so many sub-Elk systems. 

Hi-fi old-timers might 

remember 'student systems'; 

with the loan scheme, if you can 

find a student who isn't way 

below tlle breadline, get them to 

check out a pair of tllese, or else. 

Denon DCD-315: Hayden 

Laboratories Ltd, Hayden House, 

Chiltern Hill, Chalfont St. Peter, 

Gerrards Cross, Bucks SL9 9UG. 

a{01753)888447 

Exposure XVII/XVIII: Exposure 

Electronics, The Works, 59 North 

Street, Portslade, Sussex BN41 1DH. 

a {01273) 423877 

Grado SR125: Goldring Products 

Ltd, 8 Greyftiars Road, Bury St 

Edmunds, SuffolkiP32 7DX. 

a{01284}701101 

PI'Ventrical: Pink Triangle Projects 

Ltd, The Basement, Camberwell 

Business Centre, Lomond Grove, 

London SES 7HN. a 0171-703 5498 

System Audio 905: The Chord 

Company, 38 Sarun Business Park, 

Port Way, Salisbury SP4 6EA. 

a {01722) 331674 

Technics SC-LS10: Panasonic (UK) 

Ltd, Panasonic House, Willoughby 

Road, Bracknell, Berks RG12 4PF. 

a {01344} 862444 
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Classic Records RCA Living Stereo 

LSC2423 

R 
einer's conducting of these 

Russian orchestral 

showpieces is an object 

lesson in how to extract playing of the 

utmost clarity and refinement without 

sacrificing temperament or 

excitement. You'll certainly have little 

difficulty finding a faster, flashier 

account of Glinka's Russian and 

Ludmila overture, or a starker, more 

lurid version of Mussorgsky's Night on 

the Bare Mountain. 

However, Reiner's art was a subtle 

one, and he had the great gift of being 

able to control and shade the sound, so 

that it remained transparent and clean 

even during the wildest climax. The 

recording itself, made on March 14 
1959, is full-blooded and vivid, 

especially in this new Classic Records 

vinyl re-issue. Definitely a 'big' sound, 

but never loud or noisy. 

it takes orchestral playing of 

exceptional refinement and control to 

avoid makingTchaikovsky's brash 

Marc he Slav aggressive, yet Reiner and 

the Chicago symphony manage it. I 
can't think of a more musical version on 

record to date. 

The disc starts with an excellent 

performance of Kabalevsky's Colas 

Breugon overture: a bright and tuneful, 

but shamefully neglected piece. 

Reiner's performance is relaxed, yet 

alert and pointed. The short Marche 

Miniature from Tchaikovsky's 

Orchestral Suite Na 1 is another 

highlight, with bright and mercurial 

playing. Borodin's Polovtsian March 

shows how supple and flexible phrase 

of Reiner's Chicago orchestra. 

I don't think Festival was ever issued 

on LP in the UK at full price, but it 

definitely came out in the early '6os on 

RCA's budget Victrola label, retitled 

Russian Festival. The old Victrola 

wasn't bad, but the Classic Records re­

issue sounds much fuller and more 

detailed, with extended bass and 

treble, in addition to stereo separation. 

Those of you who took my advice 

and bought Reiner's fabulous 

Mussorgsky's Pictures at an Exhibition 

on CD will already have the contents of 

this LP; RCA generously coupled them 

together for the Living Stereo CD re­

issue. Yet, good as the CD is, it hasn't 

quite the vibrance or sheer vitality of 

the LP. Definitely another Reiner to add 

to the collection! 

}immy Hughes 
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Rosewood bitters 
Paul Messenger takes a bijou 
loudspeaker under his wing and 
ponders whether small is 
truly beautiful. 

A 
reviewer ought to know his or 

her prejudices, and there's no 

getting away from the fact 

that my heart lies in big-speaker-land. 

Behemoths like Tannoy Westminster 

Royals, Townshend Glastonburys, 

Klipschorns and Living Voice Air 

Partners are just some of the colossi 

which have inflicted temporary havoc 

on my interior decor. 

Acoustic Energy's Steve Tayler is 

therefore a brave man to bring over a 

pair of the new Signature versions of the 

company's cult classic AE1 luxury 

miniature. The £2,000 price tag makes 

it one of the most expensive speakers 

in the 'incredibly small' category. 

But why spend so much on some­

thing so small? Apart from the odd 

loony like yours truly, smallness is 

widely regarded a very positive virtue 

among hi-fi speaker buyers, whose 

ideal should be heard but not seen.A:nd 

while the majority might equate small 

with inexpensive, there are plenty of 

demanding audiophiles who combine 

top quality electronics with discreet 

and beautifully finished wonderboxes. 

To overcome my innate bias, I sat my 

gut reactions down and gave them a 

good talking to, explaining that small 

speakers have real strengths as well as 

weaknesses, and that in loudspeaker­

land all is compromise. Make some­

thing enormous and you stand a good 

chance of moving a lot of air molecules 

very quickly, which is handy. However, 

you also have to cope with the tenden­

cy of all that cabinetwork to carry on 

vibrating after the event. Make the box 

small, and there's not a lot of wood­

work to vibrate. A stiff and strong build 

adds further icing on the cake, and is 

relatively easy to accomplish. 

Cabinet coloration gets easier to 

minimise with a reduced surface area. 

And a small, head-shaped enclosure is 

just about the best shape for coping 

with baffle edge diffraction and other 

distribution discontinuities. Which 

not only keeps another source of col­

ora tion low. but also provides the most 

open, precisely focused and transpar­

ent stereo images. 

However, against these very real ben-
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Silver special: 
hallmarked 

badges gives the 
petite AE1 

Signature a 
touch of class. 

efits must be set three unavoidable lim­

itations: modest sensitivity and ulti­

mate loudness capability, as well as 

limited bass extension. There's no way 

of bending the rules ofPhysics. 

With Smm metal plates lining the 

box (instead of the concrete compound 

used in the standardAE1 ), the Signature's 

enclosure probably comes as close as 

any to providing a driver mounting plat­

form which remains as stable and inert 

as possible, despite all the vibrational 

energy generated from the drivers. The 

one caveat is that such a tiny miniature 

has to be used on stands, and there 

aren't many (if any) stands of compara­

ble build. Acoustic Energy supplied its 

own mass loaded twin-pillar affair, but 

I found the 24inch from Slate Audios 

noticeably more neutral, and used them 

for the bulk of the tests. 

Very metal 
The Signature feels extraordinarily solid. 

At over 12kg, it represents an extra Skg 

of mass loading over the standard 

Reference-series AE1. Although the dri­

vers remain AE's own familiar metal 

diaphragm units - a 90mm main 

cone/dome and 25mm dome tweeter­

pairmatchingand tolerancing is report­

edly tighter. A completely new and 

much simpler crossover network is 

used, deploying quality components 

mechanically darn ped by epoxy potting, 

and feeding the drivers via silver wire. 

I put the Signature through the usual 

in-room measurement regime, which 

produced results pretty much in line 

withAE1 expectations. The differences 

between R- and S-series were less 

marked than their similarities and, not 

unexpectedly, they were mainly con­

cerned with the crossover region. The S­

series avoids the rather abrupt 2kHz 

notch of the standard model, replacing 

it with a broader but shallower depres­

sion which starts around 1kHz. More 

significantly, the Signature's relative 

treble level is approximately 2dB lower. 

Bass extension is naturally limited, 

with the alignment gently starting to 

roll off below 80Hz, ensuring adequate 

in-room levels down to around 50Hz 

and just a little below that. Some wall 

reinforcement might be helpful in bass 

balance terms, but it's bound to upset 

the mid-band smoothness. 

Most significant of all is the sensitiv­

ity. which measures a very low 83dB/W 

(in relative far-field terms). This means 

that serious loudness doesn't really 

belong on the agenda, and a powerful 

amplifier is mandatory. Happily, the 

load is very easy to drive. 

My first reactions to the Signature 

were mostly positive. It crossed a num­

ber of crucial hurdles with a contemp­

tuous ease that fully vindicates the 

elaborate enclosure engineering. I 

know of no speaker that sounds less 

boxy, while the bass freedom, the poise 

and the overall dynamic range is utter­

ly remarkable from something so 

small. The smooth, flat balance ensures 

minimal coloration, natural perspec­

tives and 'walkaround' stereo imaging. 

However, if the dynamic range is 

exceptional, the dynamics themselves 

have all the excitement of a wet week­

end in Whitby. There's none of the grip 

and little of the drama that makes high 

efficiency designs so exciting. This 

speaker does a fine job of reproducing 

a recording or transmission with great 

accuracy, but a degree of detachment 

ensures that it always sounds like a 

reproduction, and you'll never be 

fooled into believing you're listening 

to the real thing. 

Although it has a bass reproduction 

which is altogether more confident 

and assured, as well as a mid and top 

that's sweeter and more transparent 

than the standard model, the Signature 

also sounds significantly more laid 

back. Thrash it as hard as you like (or as 

much as your amps can) and it stead­

fastly refuses to sound aggressive or 

even particularly loud. Fine timing, 

superb coherence and that wide 

dynamic range still add up to a very 

entertaining and rewarding listening 

experience, but the Signature's quin­

tessential reticence might be a mite too 

polite for some tastes. 

Ultimately, speaker choice does 

seem to be a matter of taste.Just as sev­

eral friends have recently opted for 

Shahinian speakers, I have gone the 

opposite, Rehdeko, route. This factor, 

combined with some lack of experi­

ence of its immediate competition 

means I will not describe the Signature 

as the greatest little speaker on the 

planet. Nor do I feel happy discussing 

its value for money- that depends too 

much on how you value your money. 

Nonetheless, the Signature is an excep­

tionally good speaker, and a lot of fun 

too. if a bit on the small side ... 

Acoustic Energy, 3aAlexandria Rd, London, 

W13 ONP. a (0181} 840 6305. 





the new improved Arcam Alpha 5 system 

Close your eyes and see the difference between Arcam's new Alpha 5 Recommendation in the 1994 What Hi-Fi? Awards. 

system of hj-fi components and anything else in its price range. Finally, feast your ears on the new Alpha 5 Plus CD player- quite 

Ignore the fact that the Alpha 5 amplifier is our best 'budget simply, the best value high performance CD player ever produced by a 

audiophile' amplifier ever, outselling all others in the UK for the past UK manufacturer. Over the past year the critics have heaped praise on 

year. Don't be tempted by its attractive styhng or a price tag which its predecessor, the Alpha 5 CD player, calling it "the player to beat" 

looks too good to be true. Just hsten, and discover for yourself a quahty (What Hi-Fi') and "standing head and shoulders above the rest" 

of sound that can only be described as exceptional. (Hi-Fi News)*. Now, thanks to new master clock circuitry, the 5 Plus 

Next, try the Alpha 5 FM tuner. Again, don't let its surprising sounds even better and once again sets the standards for other CD 

affordability seduce you. Instead, listen to broadcast sound that is natural, players to match. 

clear and dynamic - qualities which gained it a class leading Just Listen. Close your eyes, open your mind, and see the light. 

*If you already own an AlpllJ 5 CD player, we'd be happy eo update it to full 5 Plus specification. Please call our service department at the number below during office hours for full details and prices. 

ARC AM 

For J/lore i1ifor111r11ion, including tile 11earest place you can listen to A ream, complete the coupon and post it to: 

Arcn111, Pe111broke AlleiiiiC, Wnterbench, Ca111bridge CB5 9PB, Eu<elnud. Or telephoue: (01223) 440964 (24 hours). Fax: (01223) 863384 

Plea�t' send me inform.JilOn and rcvinv� on {pkasc rick boxes): J>lt.::1sc send IlK' :t brochure with del:til'l of all your producr.s 

Arcam CD players D Arcam tuners D Arcam amplifiers D Arcam's cassette deck D Arcam speakers D AudioQuest cables D 

Title ____ Firsr Name _______________________ Surname----------------------------------

Addn:ss 
____________________________ ______________________ Postcode _____________ _ 

/11 Australia: St(J/mack .-ludi(l Pty. Ltd., P.O. Box 139, St. lr'('S, .V.S.r•V, 2075. Tel: (61) 2 4-10 8755. Fax: (61) 2 440 844 f. In Canada: Emerald Audio Resources, Susse.-r P.O. Box 19016, 720 Spadiua Al'erwe, Suitt' 

100A. Tonmro, Ourario, .\15S JC9. Tel: (4 I 6) 596 7657. Fax: (416) 596 7171. In f\.'('111 ZRaland: Atl(/hlll Audio, 587 .'vlormr Edl'lr Rd., llrukla11d. Tel: (09) 369 9000. Fax: (09) 638 8888. In South Africa: I li - Fi 

Sprciafisu. Durhan R,J.:Jd 155. &1/,i/fc, 7535. Tcl: (021) 9-16 1-141. Fax: (021) 946 4364. lu USA: Audioil!flux Corporariorr, P.O. Box 38 f, H({!ldmul Lakes, !'\1) 07422. Tcl: (201} 764-8958. Fax: (201) 764-8479. 
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Densen DM·10 ) 

Danish with l<nobs on 
Is there something rotten in the 
state of Denmark, or has A/an Sircom 
stumbled across the amp that 
dreams are made of? 

I 
t's completely impossible to over­

look an amplifier like the £1,299 
Densen DM-10. This Danish design 

is encased in a four-square black box 

with a piano gloss front panel and two 

huge golden !mobs on the front. Closer 

inspection reveals an LED between the 

two !mobs and a minute legend along 

the top plate, telling you what the 

knobs do. In all, it looks like a largeOnix 

amplifier. built to luxury standards­

a strange coincidence, considering 

Densen was once the Danish distribu­

tor for Onix amplifiers ... 

The inside, however, is an entirely 

different matter. TheDM-10 is split into 

two 75w monobloks and a passive pre­

amplifier, built into the same chassis. 

It shares this chassis with what must be 

the largest power supply of any inte­

grated amplifier in this class; in the 

form of two huge toroidal transform­

ers, eight power rectifiers and 80 ,OOOJJF 

worth of custom-made storage capaci­

tance. This design is similar to the com­

pany's 1 OOW DM-30 power amplifier. 

What is innovative about the Densen 

design is its lack of feedback. T11e use of 

feedback in amplification became pop­

ular in the post-war period in the 

search for lower measured distortion 

levels. As valves moved to early transis­

tors, feedback was maintained to keep 

circuits stable. Today, though, the best 

solid state components are stable 

enough to cope with zero-feedback cir­

cuits, and since feedback-free designs 

became fashionable in the tube world, 

tranny amp design has started to go the 

same way. What goes around ... 

In its basic guise, the DM-10 is a line­

only amplifier. However, there is an 

option to add the £149 DP-01 MM phono 

stage board, which uses surface-mount 

devices. There is also a forthcoming 

£299 OP-02 MC board, which will be the 

first light-powered ph ono stage. 

The DM-10 has also been recom­

mended for use with Densen's £10 
DeMagic'demagnetising' CD. This plays 

an eerie noise, like something from The 

Day The Em-th Stood Still, for three min­

utes in the hope of demagnetising your 

hi-fi system. Whether it does so or sim­

ply sprays your system with fairy dust 

Is that a Densen 
DM-10 in your 
pocket, or are 

you just pleased 
to see me? 

remains unclear, but it works. I tested 

DeMagicon my own stereo, by first play­

ing music to some unsuspecting 

friends, surreptitiously moving them 

out of the room to a quietarea, playing 

the disc and then replaying the system, 

and gauging the responses of the lis­

teners. In general, the response was 

positive, upping clarity, transparency 

and dynamics, as if a level of back­

ground hash had been thrown away. 

The manufacturer's brochure dou­

bles as a set of sleeve notes for the 

DeMagic disc and serves as a handy 

introduction to Densen's products, 

philosophy and objectives. However, it 

lays claim to introducing the concept 

of the 'air-guitar' factor, where one 

feels so involved with the music that 

one wants to play along with an' air gui­

tar'. While lam prepared to accept that 

Densen may have brought the phrase 

into hi-fi usage, I can remember play­

ing many an air guitar solo back in the 

early '80s, head-banging along to the 

likes of AC/DC's Whole Lotta Rosie and 

Motorhead's Ace of Spades. Also, the 

seemingly random picture of a half­

naked man spanking his plank on the 

rear cover is little short of disturbing. 

De-fuse the situation 
It helps the initial performance of the 

DM-10, like any good product, if you 

give it a substantial run-in before play­

ing. T11ere is no front onjoffswitch, so 

it's likely to be the sort of amplifier that 

you don't switch offmuch anyway. The 

DM-10isbest usedwitha 13A fuse in the 

plug; inadvertently, I used the amp 

with a SA fuse, which packed up after a 

few throws of the power switch. 

However, this is also an amplifier with 

masses of reserve current on tap, as 

shown by unplugging the amplifier. If 

no signal is playing, the tell-tale red 

LED will still be glowing minutes later. 

With the cross between high-tech cir­

cuit design and 'air-guitar' listening, 

one would expect the DM-10 to toe the 

line between cerebral analysis and 

heads-down boogie. And this is exactly 

what it does. TI1e amplifier is extreme­

ly adept at creating a sense of musical 

balance, carefully juggling the charac­

teristics of a performance. 

Playing seriously funky jazz like Long 

Time Gone from Galliano's superb re mix 

of the A Thicker Plot album didn't faze 

the DM-10 one iota. It was as if tl1e amp 

unleashed foot-tapping pheromones 

from the speakers; all this 'air-guitar' 

nonsense seemed to be true after all. 

Even the frantic rhytlm1S of] ungle and 

Rave were delineated without com­

plaint; so often, dance music has all the 

grace of a car alarm if the amp's rhyth­

mic qualities are slightly out of kilter. 

Densen's DM-10 provides a brighter, 

more uplifting air than rhythm-kings 

like the Exposure prefpower combo, in 

Sessions tl1is month (page 12). I feel that 

the Exposure combo had deeper, more 

powerful bass, but the DM-10 wins in 

the mid-range and treble. Unlike the 

majority of up-beat amplifiers, theDM-

10 is not hard or over-bright. This is 

vitally important with classical music 

like Bach's St Matthiew Passion, where 

any hardness in the mid range equates 

to a brash-sounding choir. I experi­

enced a smoothness and clarity that 

approached what US magazines call 

'liquidity'. But the Densen was far too 

funky for that description. 

The OM-10 is blessed with outright 

transparency. From top to toe of its 

usable frequency range, the amplifier 

is reluctant to impose any character on 

the music. This means that it should be 

able to slot into a wide range of systems 

and suit a variety of musical tastes. 

Ifl had to draw an analogy, I feel the 

Dens en OM-1 0 resembles a transparent 

Naim Nait 3 on steroids. Aside from the 

lack of absolute grunt to the bass, there 

is hardly anytl1ing to criticise about its 

seriously musical performance, at the 

price. The rewards are su·ong enough 

to warrant building a system around 

the amp, as long as you don't mind 

sharing your room with a couple ofthe 

biggest knobs in the business (yik, yik). 

More! UK Ltd, 11 Foxtail Road, Ransomes 

Ind Est, Ipswich, Suffolk IP3 9RT, 

w (01473) 719212 
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Panic not if your hi-fi system sounds like a bag of spanners, as the Hi-Fi Choice team of 

experts are on hand to guide you back to the path of rightous sonics. 

help 

Money well spent 
� My system consists of a 

� Rega Planar 3 turntable 

with ADC Series N cartridge, 

Creek CAS4040 amp, Heybrook 

HB-1 speakers connected with 

Naim NAC-A4 cable, and anAiwa 

AD-F500. I recently bought a Sorry 

CDP-715E CD player plus Chord 

Cobra interconnects. The Sorry 

must be the best £250 I have ever 

spent! As a total convert to CD, 

what would be the next logical 

upgrade- speakers or amp? My 

preference is for a tight, detailed 

and controlled sound. 

} G Terry, Scotland 

� The Heybrooks can sound 

� quite bright, but in your 

system, this is probably offset by the 

warmth of the Creek amp. It's likely 

that most modem amps would 

produce a leaner and sharper sound 

Query of 
the month 

away a one metre pair of 

Precious Metal Silver 

Signal 75 interconnect 

cables for the most inter· 

esting letter. Send all your 

system queries to: Hi·Fi 

Choice (Help!) Dennis 

Publishing Ltd, 19 Bolsover 

Street, London W1 P 7HJ. 
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We told you so! The best £250 
ever spent - it's official. 

than your old 4040, so upgrading 

may be a mixed blessing. What you 

need is both, selected on the basis of 

your CD player. Speakers, however, 

would make the most obvious 

difference; listen to Mission 733s, 

]PW AP2s, Dali 1 04s and Castle 

Chesters if they fall within your 

means. 

Bland blues 
� I currently have a Technics 

� SL-P202A CD player, 

Nakamichi IA-3 amp, and 

Mission 737R speakers.! recently 

upgraded my amplifier from a 

Musical Fidelity B1 to theA1-3 

(discontinued and available for 

£160). This has put more space 

into the sound and cleaned up 

the treble. But the trouble is, my 

CD player sounds rather bland 

and uninspired. Having saved 

some money on the amp, I could 

afford to spend between £200 to 

£300 on a new CD machine. 

What do you suggest? 

RCrowford, Wiltshire 

The rain in Spain falls mainly on 
the Audiolab BoooA. 

Sofa query of the month 
� I would one day like to 

� replace my Dunlopillow 

bed settee witl1 a conventional 

three-piece suite. 

Because room acoustics are 

affected by the furnishings in it, 

I wonder whetl1er you have any 

views on tl1e best type of 

covering- say, between a 

cotton fabric or leather? 

M Loutenberg, Middlesex 

� You 're right; large settees and 

� armchairs can alter the sound 

quite noticeably-perhaps one day 

we'll see an issue of Hi-Fi Choice 

devoted to AfB comparisons between 

soft furnishings. Even now, Paul 

Miller is reconfiguring his 

computers to plot the results in 3D. 

Very large chairs will soak up 

quite a lot of treble, and the effect 

seems to be increased where the 

covering material is synthetic. A 

natural cotton material should be 

best, although you must of course 

listen for yourself! just remember, it's 

easier to get curry stains off leather. 

Sofa so good. Hi-Fi Choice - the first word in audio seating. 

� The Marantz CD-63 offers a 

� !ively upbeat sort of sound 

that should produce the kind of 

improvement you're after. You could 

also listen to Sony's CDP-71 5E, 

which is exceptionally good. While 

the Sony is perhaps the more fully 

rounded peljormer sonically, the 

Marantz may prove more to your 

liking with its big soundstage and 

forward presentation. 

Spanish fi 
� I've got an old system 

� consisting of a Den on PMA-

980R amplifier, Den on DCD-685 

CD player, Den on DRM-710 

cassette deck, a NAD 5120 

turntable, and Celef PS-1 

speakers. Recently, I replaced 

the amplifier with an Audiolab 

SOOOA and can hardly believe 

how much better my LPs sound. 

I'd like to upgrade the CD player 

and speakers, and have in mind 

the Marantz CD-63 or the 

Micromega Stage 1. My speaker 

shortlist includes the Castle 

Chester Mk II and Mission's 753, 

With £1 ,300 to spend, what 

should I do? 

R Toledo,Spoin 

� You're heading in the right 

� direction, but do listen 

carefully to ensure a balanced 

combination. Mission 753s sound 

lively and forward but may be a little 

too exuberant if partnered with the 

Marantz CD-63 -though much 



depends on how lively your room 

sounds. The Chesters are more 

refined and tonally neutral, ifless 

assertive. Listen to the Sony CDP-
715E if a cleaner more refined 

sound is wanted. 

Flatline fever 
� My system comprises a 
� Technics SL-PG200A CD 
player, Yamaha KX0-250 
turntable, Pioneer A-400 
amplifier, and Wharfedale425 
speakers connected with QED 79 

strand cable. I want to upgrade 
both my speaker and 
interconnect cable to get the 
best from my modest 
combination of equipment. 
R Comeby, Southampton 

rfi, Try Chord's Flatline speaker 

� cable and matching 

interconnect; this should improve 

detail and transparency, making the 

system sound CJisper and more 

dynamic. DNM's Reson solid core is 

also excellent, not too expensive, and 

is worth auditioning. 

Keep it on the level with Chord's 
space-age Flatline cable. 

� Having begun to take an 
� active interest in hi-fi 
again, I want to upgrade my old 
system so it sounds better and 
looks more pleasing. I've 
recently changed to a pair of 
Mission 751 speakers, which are 
currently used with an ArcamA-
60E amplifier and T-21 tuner, a 

/ 

Philips CD-840 CD player. Denon 
DRM.07 cassette deck, and a Rega 
Planar 2 turntable. I don't intend 
to replace the Rega, but I 
envisage spending about £1,000 

on a new amp and tuner, 
possibly replacing the CD player 
at a later time. Mission's Cyrus 
equipment looks good, but it's 
rather expensive (especially the 
CD) and there's no matching 
tape deck I've heard both the 
Cyrus III and Audiolab8000A 
amps, but I don't know precisely 
how they compare to my trusty 
old ArcamA60E. 
J Russell, Tyne ond Weor 

rfi, Both the amps mentioned 

� should improve on the A-60E, 

in terms ofbite, cleanness, overall 

tightness and attack, but you may 

sacrifice some tonal warmth in the 

process. Audiolab's 8000A would be 

a good bet, but its superb 8000T 

tuner is rather pricey in the context 

of your proposed system. Since you've 

clearly been a satisfied Arcam user, 

why not listen to the Delta 290 

amplifier and the matclting Delta 
280 tuner? Reservations were 

expressed about the latter when 

reviewed by Hi-Fi Choice, but it 

should improve on your oldT-21. The 

Delta 290 sounds brighter and 

livelier than the old A-60E, so bear 

this in mind if your current system 

sounds about light tonally. Arcam 

help! 

Arcam's ever-popular Delta 290 
amplifier might just be the 

perfect replacement for the A-6o. 

makes a cassette deck, but it may be 

more costly and elaborate than you 

want or need. 

From mini to grand 
� I recently travelled to the 
� UK and purchased a hi-fi 
system consisting of a 
Micromega Stage 3 CD player, 
Audiolab SOOOA amplifier, and 
RuarkTalismanii speakers. 
Cables are Chord Ratline bi-wire 
and Gold interconnect. I am very 
satisfied with the system- it's 
an incredible step up from the 
Sony mini system I had before. 
However, while the soundstage 
is wonderfully open, I feel the 
tonal balance is a bit on the 
bright side. Is there anything I 
could do to get a warmer sound? 
I thought of adding an Audiolab 
SOOOP power amp in bi-amp 
configuration. 
TThorgeirsson, Swltzerlond 

rfi, Adding an 8000P should give 

� you a finner, cleaner sound­

perhaps reducing tonal blightness 

and smoothing the treble. But it's not 

likely to add much in the way of 

licitness or warmth. Using an 8000P 

bi-amped with the BOOOA might 

work, but the two amps do not sound 

exactly alike and there might be 

some imbalance dynamically. To 

reduce treble forwardness, t1y 

angling the speakers in, so their axes 
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cross in front of you. You can also 

experiment with the Audiolab's tone 

contmls, which should intmduce a 

little treble cut and some bass lift. 

Lovely veneer 
� I enjoy my music, and 

� have a treasured LP 

collection which I play on an 

Acoustic Research EB-101 

turntable fitted with a Glanz 

MG-70A cartridge. The amp is a 

Musical Fidelity A1 (starting to 

need repairs). I also have a Rote! 

RCD-855 CD player, Rote! RT -850L 

tuner, NAD 6220 cassette deck, 

and Monitor Audio R-352 

speakers- my wife loves their 

wood veneer! What could I do to 

improve the sound with a 

budget of about £1 ,500? 

G F Taytor, Surrey 

� If the Al is starting to give 

W tmuble, it's pmbably wise to 

replace it. Unfortunately, many 

modem integrated amps no longer 

have a phono stage. NAD's 306 

would be worth considering, 

especially as it has an excellent 

MC/MM phono stage. Pioneer's A-

400 and A-400X should not be 

overlooked either. IfLP is still your 

favowite source, why not splash out 

on a first class tumtablejarm/ 

cmtlidge7There are some real 

bargains to be had second-hand at 

the moment, but if you want to buy 

new, take a look at Roksan 's 

Radius(rabriz (perhaps with their 

Cants Black cartridge)- an 

help! 

Want to change your musical 
Fidelity A1 amp? Perhaps you 

need a good turntable first? 

excellent no-nonsense package. 

Linn's LP-12 Basik/Akito/K-5 combo 

is good too, especially ifLinn's K-9 

cartridge is substituted for the 

cheaper K-5. 

Desert Storm 
� The tweeters have blown 

� on my pair ofGaleGS-401 

speakers, and I need to replace 

both drivers. My question is, 

how do I remove the chrome end 

caps without damaging them? 

RC Forney, Arizona, USA 

� If they're a tight fit, this will be 

W very difficult! The chrome end 

caps are a tight press fit, and it's a 

two-man job to remove them. One to 

hold the speaker down, the other to 

pull the cap off Try gently warming 

the cap with a hair d1yer for a 

minute or two, taking care not to 

overheat it. Incidentally, later 401s 

had tweeter fuses; make sure these 

haven't blown before you go to the 

trouble and expense of fitting a new 

tweeter! Going on mem01y, Gale used 

a Celestion HF-2000 in the 401. 

The home connection 
� I've just upgraded my CD 

� player from a Rotel 865 to a 

Teac VRDS-7. This has given me a 

clearer, more detailed sound 

which is much improved at 

fi·equency extremes. 

Currently, I use the Teac with 

one of two interconnects: a 

home-made solid core or an 

unbranded multi·strand.TI1e 
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sound with the former is crisp 

and detailed, but it can be 

wearing to listen to, as it is 

dynamically two-<limensional 

and rather hard tonally. The 

latter is richer with natural 

three-dimensional imaging. But 

it sounds muddled, especially in 

the bass. Can I put this right by 

using a better interconnect (say 

DNM?) or is my improved source 

revealing shortfalls in the 

amplifier or speakers? 

D Taylor, Guildford 

� You're describing the classic 

W solid core/stranded cable 

difference. DNM Reson interconnect 

is very good indeed, but may veer too 

much towards the sound of your 

current so !id core. Chord's Solid is 

excellent, giving more body and 

weight than the DNM, while Tara 

Labs' Quantum CD is another nice 

solid core that should avoid 

sounding too exposed and dry. 

Thai power 
� I own a Marantz CD-63/DAC­

� in-the-Box disc playing 

combo, an Arcam Delta 290 

integrated amp, and Focus .7 
series 2 way monitor speakers. 

I'm now interested in upgrading 

my system by adding an Arcam 

help! 

Delta 290P power amp and bi­

amping. However, I'm 

concerned that, because the 

signal path from the Delta 290's 

preamp section to the power 

amp will be shorter than that to 

the Delta 290P, I'll get the 

treblefbass signals out of sync. 

Why does Arc am suggest using 

the Delta 290 for the treble and 

the 290P for the bass? 

BAOrler, Thailand_ 

� Although the treble signal 

'Wf path will be slightly shorter, it 

won't affect the timing of the system. 

A ream probably suggests using the 

integrated amp's power stage for the 

treble because the 290P has a bigger 

power supply and is therefore better 

able to deliver the extra current 

drawn by the bass drivers. Yet, 

because the ear is so sensitive to 

treble faults, it's often preferable to 

employ the better amplifier for the 

upper frequencies. Once again, it's a 

case of experimenting to find the 

amplifier arrangement that best 

suits your system. 

Will the Area m Delta 290P sound 
better with treble or bass? 

(Actu a I Prize) 

8 
AXIOM 
INTEGRATED 

Marion didn't buy Marlon a pair of 
Minstrel loudspeakers for his birthday. 

We at Royd believe life should be richly 
enjoyable and our Minstrel loudspeaker is such 
a lively little soul that it will brighten everyones 

relationship through music. 

Royd 
lets dance 

For more details telephone 
Royd Loudspeaker Company Limited 

on Telford (0952) 290700_ 
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Jazz CDs 
ntasy Records 

when you subscribe 
to HI·FI Cholcel 
Toke out o yeo,.

,
s subscription to Hi-Fi Choice todoy ond we'll send you 

not one, not two or even three, but FOUR FREE COs. The four discs toke 
entire clossic troclcs from some of the finest Jozz olbums ever recorded. 

Each disc gives an insight into a differ­
ent aspect of jazz, covering the great 
guitarists, pianists, sax players and the 
finest groups on disc. Taken together, 
these collections form the perfect intro­
duction to jazz at its zenith. 

The list of famous jazz artists is mas­
sive and includes almost every legend 
you could name, including John 
Coltrane, The Miles Davis Quintet, Bill 
Evans, Wes Montgomory and many 
more. The discs include cuts from all­
time classic albums, like Bill Evans' 

legendary Waltz for Debbie, the Miles Davis Quintet's Cookin' and 
Relaxin', Soul Trane, from John Coltrane and Way out West by 
Sonny Rollins. 

These discs should be a part of any self-respecting jazzer's 
collection and our special offer selection gives you the chance to 
try tracks from 27 different albums. 

Hi-Fi Choice subscription application form 
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to spend well over £200. However, this excellent 31-track four-CD 
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who take out a year's subscription to 
Hi-Fi Choice 

OR subscribe for 2 years and we'll send 
you a FREE set of Vivanco SR250 
headphones · WORTH £25 

Just return the aptlication form to the 
FREEPOST address or call the 
subscription hotline - we'll do the rest. 
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"Hi·Fi is made from runny buildings". Discuss in letter form, with reference to Johann 

Wolfgang von Goethe, avant-garde music and ready-mixed concrete. 

Questions, questions 

Pioneer A-4oox: when is a Recommendation not a Best Buy? 

The times, they are In issue 138 you then inform 

a'changin' that in light of recent new 

I decided to subscribe to your models, the Pioneer A400x is 

magazine as I felt it to be the reduced to Recommended 

most subjective and believable. status. I cannot understand why 

Unfortunately, recent events the £300 A400x is only 

regarding the Pioneer A-400x Recommended yet the Cyrus III 

have somewhat upset this is worth every penny of £500 

happy relationship. and receives a Best Buy tag. Has 

In issue 129, you praised the either one of these products lost 

A400x enough to award it a Best something or gained something 

Buy tag. Issue 130 saw the Cyrus since issue 130? 

III pitted blind against the A- Considering the power of Hi-

400x. Although the A400x was Fi Choice and other magazines in 

slightly preferred, you felt they helping readers choose what 

were both evenly matched. list of products to audition, I 

Fashion! 

Each month, we're giving 

away a fabulous suave Hi·Fi 

Choice sweatsh irt to the 

writer of the most interesting 

letter we receive. 

So get scribbling and send 

in your views on anything to 

do with hi·fi or music to: The 

Editor, Hi·Fi Choice, 19 

Bolsover Street, London W1 P 

7HJ, or tax us on 0171·323 

3547, or e-mail us on 100433. 

1130@compuserve.com. 

feel tl1at you owe it to readers 

who may have been swayed 

into purchasing the A-400x and 

are now wondering if it was the 

right move after all. 

F 5 Morrlson, Glasgow 

Both the Pioneer A-400x and the 

Mission Cyrus Ill have changed 

since issue 130. We deliberately used 

new samples, to see if later 

production samples had changed 

the peifonnance. Objectively at least 

the differences were relatively 

minor, but they were great enouglt 

to lower the pe1jonnance of the A-

400x a tad, especially when set 

against the peifonnance of the 

excellent Audio Innovations Alto. 

On the other hand, the latest Cyrus 

III actually peifonned slightly 

better in its full test. 

Although the crown of the A-

400x has slipped slightly, it doesn't 

change the fact that it is a seriously 

good amplifier. A Recommended 

swing-tag is no mean feat in itself. 

Alan 5ircom, Reviews Editor. 

B 
ecause of the expense 

and esoteric concepts 

involved in buying hi-fi 

separates, I went to 

considerable lengths to 

research and compare products 

before buying my first decent 

separates system. Almost all of 

that research centres around 

reviews published by Hi-Fi Choice 

and other audiophile 

magazines. However, three 

apparent problems with the 

testing and review process have 

begun to cause concern as I 

start the upgrade slog. 

First problem - surely your 

status as neutral judges of good 

and bad gear is (at least) 

severely compromised by the 

fact that you, and other 

magazines, depend on 

advertising revenue from the 

manufacturers of that gear? 

Second problem- during a 

recent visit to a West-End store I 

was told that many 

manufacturers routinely 

modifY equipment supplied to 

magazines for review. One 

manufacturer of budget 

separates, it was claimed, even 

has a team of technicians 

whose sole task is to tweak 

review equipment. Was this 

merely an over-the-top sales 

ploy, or is it true? !f it is true, 

what measures do you take to 

counteract it? 

Third problem- why is it 

that reviews of a product can 

differ to such an extent 

between magazines, 

particularly when speakers are 

involved? Your recent group­

test ofTDL's Near Field Monitor 

(issue 130), to take but one 

example, contrasts violently 

with another magazine's near­

rapturous review of it. 

Hi-Fi Choice is clearly the least 

'gushy' and the best balanced 

hi-fi magazine around. The 

probable reason is that lab 

measurements are an integral 

part of its review process. But 

bearing in mind the fact that 

buyers rely so heavily on 

magazine product tests, I think 

that clarification is needed on 

these three points 

Tim jones, Leatherhead 

Point one. Hi-Fi Choice has an 

intemational reputation for 

producing unbiassed reviews, which 

are not influenced by advertisers at 

all. As fate would have it, when 

manufacturers are present at our 

blind listening sessions, often the 

most vociferous critic of a product 

will be the person who 

manufactured it in the first place. 

We have dismayed many an 

advertiser in the past with 

unfavourable reviews of products. 

We have to remain aloof from 

advertising strategies and 

campaigns, as our only customer is 

you, the reader. 

Point two. Although there have 

been cases of' tweaked' products 

supplied in the past, the magazine 

is unaware of any company 

producing 'specials' for review at 

the moment. Generally, our 

rigourous test procedures mean that 

reviewers can usually spot a 

tweaked product pretty quickly. 

However, such samples can lead 

astray subjective-led tests and we do 

investigate such claims very 

seriously, even buying samples from 

dealers wherever possible. 

Point three. I would hope that the 

above two points do not influence 

the 1·eviews of other magazines on 

the shelves. Differences of opinion 

are, however, commonplace and 

dependent on tastes in music and 

listening parameters. About 80 

percent of all the reviews show a 

remarkable degree of consistency, 

but generally the more controversial 

ones are the ones that get noticed. 

Hi-Fi Choice has its foundations 

fixed solidly into the bedrock of 

impartiality. We have every 

intention of staying that way. 

Alan 5/rcom, Reviews Editor. 
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Micromega Stage 

never 
upstageable 

The Micromega Stage is the first truly 

upgradeable CD Player. A top quality unit 

with interchangeable circuit boards that provide 

three increasing levels of sound performance. 

Just select the entry level Stage that suits your 

current budgetary and Hi-Fi needs- Stage 1,2 

or 3. Then, when you're ready to move up to a 

higher level of performance, simply take your 

Stage to your local dealer and they will upgrade 

it to the next level. All it will cost is the difference 

in retail price between the two stages. 

New upgrades will regularly be introduced to 

keep your Stage at the leading edge of Audio 

otr:v•nnr.Jr,,...," so you can be confident that it will 

To hear why Stage is both the CD Player you need 

today and the CD Player you'll want tomorrow. 

@ mlcromEGa 

call now on 0181-502 1416 





is no such thing as magic, even when 

the effect is as dramatic as a stack of 

Mana tables. Two years ago, I bought 

my first Mana table, a simple Sound­

Frame that cost £125. The people at 

Mana could not explain why it worked. 

I have no turntable, but they suggested 

trying it under the tuner and power 

amplifier as well as the CD player. They 

recommended experimentation. This 

was a very unkind thing to suggest to a 

professional researcher, for unex­

plained phenomenon are notoriously 

time-consuming to explore. I took 

them at their word, and have spent far 

too many evenings and weekends lis­

tening, theorising and testing those 

theories. The results are worth it. 

The system I have built only uses 

extra levels of table when the improve­

ments are obviously greater than the 

equivalent expense in electronics. It 

pushes my existing system to new lim­

its. Whenever a table made little dif­

ference to a component, I removed the 

table from the reluctant component 

and tried it under something else. As I 

bought more tables the system 

improved. Eventually the rest of the sys­

tem had improved to the point where 

the reluctant component genuinely 

needed the extra level. This is trial and 

error, but performed systematically it 

was possible to take a Mana-based sys­

tem to new extremes. 

My system now has 32 Mana surfaces 

costing £5,500, which is as much as the 

equipment it supports, but the quality 

of musical resolution and timing 

exceeds the most expensive systems. 

When friends visit, I often connect a 

cheap CD player and put it on a stack of 

Mana tables. An old £150 player on a 

stack of twelve tables sounds better 

than a top £1,500 machine. 

Everyone who visits notices the 

sound quality. The effect is immediate. 

My favourite game is to start with good 

AAD recordings frorp the '50s or '60s. 

Inexpensive systems tend to pro­

nounce the differences between ana­

logue and digital recordings. With a 

well Mana'd system these older record­

ings have great drama and detail. It is 

like entering a time capsule, listening 

to sounds that have not been heard so 

clearly since they were performed. 

Then, I stun the unsuspecting visitor 

with the dynamics and wider band­

width of recent recordings. Organ 

music from Liverpool ea thedral shakes 

the walls, fi.1ll orchestras produce deep 

and precise sound-stages, while the 

vibrant and warming sounds of bass 

guitar and the sharp and powerful gui­

tars of the Gypsy Kings are all superbly 

reproduced. The visitors love it. 

'Frightening,' they often say, but they 

don't want it to end. The hours pass 

quickly. The biggest challenge is to per­

suade them to go home. 

The M ana system 
The traditional M ana support is a series 

of small tables arranged in a stack. At 

the top and bottom of each layer are 

metal spikes, and between each table 

is a board. These absorb some vibration, 

while the metal structures transmit 

therestof the vibrations withoutintro­

ducing new resonance. Mana uses L­

section angle iron rather than tube to 

minimise ringing. On the top Mini-Table 

there is a heavy sheet of glass, which 

supports the hi-fi component. 

Mana speaker supports are slightly 

different. The top of the stand is glass 

and the spikes of the speaker are 

replaced by small nylon feet. At the 

back of the stand there is a bar with 

spikes gently pressing the speaker for­

ward against a stop at the front. 

He says he could give them up 
tomorrow, but for science writer 
Adrian Cowderoy Mana tables are a 
hard habit to break. This personal 
account explains why! 

Initially my stacks were based on a 

M ana Reference table with five levels of 

Phase 3 mini-table above it. Two years 

ago the talk at Man a was that a stack of 

six tables was close to ultimate for 

turntables and CD players. An1plifiers 

needed two or three levels; tuners and 

speakers needed one or two. In two 

years much has changed. My own 

experiments and those by Mana have 

shown that amplifiers and power sup­

plies benefit from large stacks of sup­

ports. TI1e power amplifiers seem to be 

the most demanding of all. 

This presents obvious problems. The 

cost of a six-stage stack is £900. So prop­

er support for a system with a CD trans­

port, DAC, and two amplifiers would 

cost £3,600 and the room would be 

taken over by four vast stacks of table. 

A solution emerged. For several 

years, M ana has produced an amplifier 

rack. This is a metal frame with three to 

eight levels, each consisting of a glass 

sheet supported on spikes. It is a natur­

al extension of theReferenceTable.A year 

ago, Mana also introduced the Sound­

Stage.TI1is is a shallow metal frame and 

board that is about 7cm high. The large 

boards are springier than the small 

Mini-Tables and large enough to place 

under a Reference Table or an Amp Rack. 

The effect of putting a Sound-Stage 

under an Amp Rack is that everything 

on the rack improves. 

TI1e cost of a Sound-Stage is £200, so for 

a five-level amp rack this is £40 per com­

ponent. That works out much cheaper 

than a £150 Phase 3 mini-table. What is 

the limit to the number ofMana tables 

in a stack? Not physical stability, 

because this could be resolved by mak­

ing increasingly wide Sound-Stages for 

the bottom-most levels. Presumably 

there will eventually either be a dimin­

ishing improvement, or some part of 

the systems will put a limit on what can 

be achieved with the rest of the system; 

but the last time I added an extra level 

under my amp rack there was a signifi­

cant improvement. Fifteen levels 

should be distinctly better tl1an twelve. 

· However, with the extra dynamics, the 

speaker stacks would also need to 

change fi·om five to seven levels. 





SUGDEN 
HAND CRAFTED • FAIT A LA MAIN 

DESIGNERS & MANUFACTURERS OF HI-FI & AUDIO EQUIPMENT 
J. E. SUDGEN & CO. LTD. 

Valley Works, 
Station Lane, Heckmondwike, 

West Yorkshire WF16 ONF 
Tel. Heckmondwike 0924 404088/9 

Fax No. 0924 4 1 0069 



Of all the musical effects of Mana 

tables, the most obvious is the improve­

ment in slam. Certain reviewers use the 

word 'bass slam', as it shows the quali­

ty of their systems. However, the effect 

occurs throughout the frequency 

range and is not a slam but a resonance 

in time with the music. It hits you in 

the stomach, chest, neck and feet. Very 

desirable, but it requires at least five 

levels under decent power amps. 

This is not simply a matter of power 

rating. It relates more to the ability to 

produce and hold bursts of power 

many times the rated level. (The effect 

is exaggerated by recordings which are 

close-miked.) When a system has high 

slam potential the speakers require sev­

eral tiers of wood, glass and iron to 

maintain control. 

When I first heard the display set-up 

used byMana Acoustics, it had impres­

sively deep notes and great energy, but 

the sound of classical music played 

through Linn Isobariks was embarrass­

ing. Now the 'banks are on four levels 

rather than one, and they sound beau­

tiful. At home, my own system was 

built for classical music, but it now 

plays rock with equal enthusiasm. 

As the number of Mana stages 

increases, so background hiss becomes 

quieter. Noisy CD players and ampli­

fiers become quiet. I believe that it's 

possible to hear -100 dB notes recorded 

on cassette with Dol by C and a standard 

metal tape. The switching mechanisms 

on all-digital recordings are often nois­

ier than that. There are clearly studios 

which need M ana tables- imagine the 

quality if a stack of Mana tables was 

used under the tape recorder. 

The final characteristic of the Mana 

effect was only noticeable after adding 

several stages. I found the positioning 

of the speakers had become un-impor­

tant. Within the listening room, the 

position of the furniture and speakers 

has limited effect. The music even 

sounds good upstairs. 

Hi-Fi components 

Mana tables were originally invented 

for turntables. The surprise was that 

they worked for every piece of equip­

ment. That includes solid state elec­

tronics, valves, and power supplies as 

well as CD transports and speakers. 

My experience, and that of some 

other Mana customers, is that the 

amplifiers need even more levels then 

the main source.lt is worth spending 

good money on amplifiers. I used to 

have a bi-amped pair of Albarry S508s 

and an Albarry AP4 pre-amp. 

Subsequently, I changed to a pair of 

Albarry 5408 monobloks equipped with 

Powerblocks from Avondale Audio. The 

textbook power rating is only35 Watts 

compared to about 90 Watts before, 

but the perceived sound levels are high­

er than before. The monobloks also 

improved detail. They produced so 

much more slam that I spent the first 

week unnecessarily terrified that the 

speakers would be damaged. 

The sound a Rote! RCD965BX CD-play­

er produces on a stackofMana tables is 

well beyond the best free-standing CD 

players. And spending £141 to have it 

re-clocked byTrichord was worth every 

penny. But in the context of such a 

revealing system I realised an external 

DAC would be worth having. I audi­

tioned several, they each worked well 

on five levels but they needed at least 

ten to reach their full potential. The 

final candidates were the Arcam Black 

Box 50 and the Trichord Pulsar One. The 

Pulsar is a superb piece of engineering. 

On a five-stage table there was an obvi­

ous improvement compared to the 

Black Box, but when I moved them to a 

ten-stage table the differences were 

small. So I bought the Arcam. 

Cassette recorders benefit enor­

mously. A Nakamichi DR-1 with 

Maxwell MXS tapes can be made to 

sound almost identical to CD. Tuners 

love Mana tables. I use a Revox 260BS 

with a Galaxy 17 aerial. Radio 3 from 

the Wrotham (Kent) transmitter 

sounds superb; most of the other radio 

stations compress the dynamics and 

frequency of the music to a grotesque 

extent. For about a year there was a 

competition between the CD player 

and the tuner as to which could pro­

duce the best musical detail. A good 

competition, but when the CD player 

reached six stages the tuner started to 

lag. Presumably the BBC has no Mana 

tables. Yet. 

I made embarrassing mistakes try­

ing to improve the sound of my Ruark 

Talismans. First, filling the base with 

lead shot deepened the bass but muf­

fled the mid-range. I removed the lead, 

but by then I had started to think the 

Ruarks were making strange sounds. 

It was some time before I finally 

understood that the sounds were being 

created by the amplifiers. That lesson 

was reinforced every time •••• 
I added a new level under 

the speakers. 

The effect of Mana on 

Nicam video recorders 

was a surprise. With two 

levels, sound quality 

became less clinical and 

the picture quality and 

tracking improved. I have 

even tried using my 

Toshiba VX6 VCR on a 

Mana twelve stack. Pre-



STILL: Bathroom Intimacies/Tartan Video 

Linn's new system can fill a house 
with music- and more. A/an Sircom 
Knekts with the house that Linn built. 

Y
ou knever know what Linn 

will kome up with knext. First 

came the LP12 turntable in the 

early 70s. followed by loudspeakers big 

and small, electronics and a lot of atti­

tude. Today, Linn proudly ushers you 

into the next millennium, courtesy of 

its new Knekt distributed system. 

Knekt moves Linn Products still fur­

ther from the stratifie
-
d atmosphere of 

tweaky audiophilia and offers real­

world music around the home. 

According to Calum Stewart, Linn's 

Production Engineer on the Knekt pro-
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ject, "Knekthas been in and around our 

minds for a couple of years. We came 

up with the balanced audio distribu­

tion design well over a year and a half 

ago and we have, in fact, had 

SneakyjMajik-based Knekt systems for 

the past 12 months. At that time, we 

came up with a prototype Remote 

ContmllerUnitkeypad, with 

just volume 

and down, 

but we decid­

ed to make 

the quantum 

leap to the 

current RCU." 

Knekt is a dod­

dle to use.ln the man­

ner of Microsoft or 

Apple in the computerworld, the £300 

Knekt RCU uses computer-style soft­

ware to present a simple, intuitive, 

user-friendly interface. Besides the 

usual volume controls and power but­

ton, the front panel has three key but-

tons -Where, What and Do -

that can operate systems any-

where in the house. 

This simply 

asks you 

where the 

s o u r c e s  

are, what 

Pick a 
Sneaky. 

Shuffle, shuffle, 
shuffle. Is that your 

Sneaky? Now that's Majik! 



source you want to listen to and what 

you want it to do. The current Linn 

handsets incorporate this where-what­

do philosophy. You can call up the 

main system sources and effectively 

bring them into the room with you. It 

even sets up favourite tuner presets for 

each room. regardless of those on the 

tuner itself. There is also a '?' button, 

providing interactive help on a button 

by button basis, in case you are new to 

the Knekt system. 

For the past five years Linn has been 

engineering multi-room friendly con­

cepts into its constantly expanding 

range of digital and analogue elec­

tronics. First was Linn's Line Remote, 

which fed communications signals 

along pairs of phono interconnect 

cables. This meant that effectively only 

your Linn Karik CD player needed to be 

visible, with all the other Line-Remote­

speaking Linn equipment hidden 

away. The !R receiver on the Karik picks 

up all the commands and feed them 

through to the other components. 

Linnterknektion 
Knekt, as it stands, is a separately con­

trolled system that looks into the tape 

output of the Linn Kairn preamplifier. 

So whatever source is selected on the 

Kairn, Majik integrated amp or the sim­

ilar Wakonda preamp, is distributed to 

the four rooms. The stand-alone £300 

Line Driver connects to the Kairn's tape 

output, but you don't lose the tape 

age-sensing system, so that the system 

will switch over automatically; if audio 

is detected for example, from a 1V set. 

This requires an RCU that effectively 

becomes the front panel of the Line 

Receiver. Commands are then directed 

fi-om the keypad (or through the infra­

red receiver in the RCU) down to the 

main system, or the local sources. 

The RCU can be programmed with 

up to ten macros, each capable of con­

taining up to ten instructions, that can 

be tied to ten alarms, each ofwhich can 

be assigned to three different 

timefdayfdate formats. These macros 

can also be assigned to specific rooms, 

giving different levels of access privi­

lege. So you can set the system to play a 

particular track on the CD in the bed­

room, and a predetermined volume at 

a specified time on weekdays only. 

At the moment, you ea n connect two 

Line D1ivers together and supply up to 

eight rooms. From any of these rooms 

you can access local sources in that 

room., or the main system. You cannot 

access systems in other rooms and you 

can't multi access main system 

sources. So, if someone's listing to the 

main system's CD player, you can't lis­

ten to the tuner in another room. 

However, the forthcoming Intersekt 

system - which runs along Knekt 

cablefRCU architecture - will offer 

eight sources to eight rooms in its basic 

guise and can be expanded up to a sub­

stantial16 sources in 128 rooms. 

m? 
loop, as the Line Driver unit has a further 

set of tape outputs. You can also get a 

£200 Sneaky driver to go inside a Majik 

or Wakonda, which links to the tape. 

There's also the £200 Sneaky Line 

Receiverwhich can be fitted directly into 

the front panel of a Majik or Wakonda. 

This allows either product to access the 

sources in any Line Driver equipped sys­

tem in the house. This remote system, 

armed with an infra-red receiver, can 

also be used to access non-Linn eo m po­

nents in the main system (as long as 

they're remote controllable). 

Alternatively you can have a stand­

alone £300 Line Receiver in a room. This 

acts as a three input line-level pream­

plifier, with its own switch-mode 

power supply. One line input has a volt-

All Knekt products are balanced line 

level units. Balanced operation confers 

greater noise immunity than conven­

tional single-ended operation. 

Debatably this is unnecessary in con­

ventional hi-fi systems, but for long 

cable lengths running behind 'noisy' 

apparatus, balanced operation is very 

handy. Linn tested its noise rejection 

by running 1 km of cable around the 

Linn factorywith, we' re told, no appre­

ciable loss in quality. 

The RCU is basically a computer in a 

light switch; with a display, a keyboard, 

ROM, RAM and a completely new tech­

nology called flash mem01y. The flash 

memory component allows you to 

revise system software, erasing the 

existing program as it is downloading 

MULTI-ROOM SCHEMATIC: Grahams Hi-Fi Ltd. 

Multi-room alternatives 

T 
hings have come a long way since the days of 
the basic speaker switching box. At their best, 

multi-room systems produce sound quality com­
parable to any audiophile system, writes Steve Moore. 

Multi-room proper started eight or nine years ago in 
the US, where homes, wallets (and appetites) are big­

ger than here. In addition, good quality in-wall speaker 

systems meant that house-proud music lovers didn't 

have to put up with stacks of black boxes
1
in each room. 

Indeed, consumers so value the discre�tness and 

ease of use of built-in systems that many housebuilders 

now prewire for multi-room audio and TV. These sys­

tems generally split your home into different zones -

so the family can listen to different music in each room. 

You select what you wish to listen to using a keypad or 

remote control that 'talks back' to the main hi-fi stack. 

Home owners have noticed the increasing amount of 

electronics in their house. Multi-room systems (for 

video and telephone distribution as well as audio) 

avoid the mess of cabling and poor functionality by 

integrating these systems into the design when build­

ing or refurbishing. The type of system chosen depends 
on the quality and sophistication required. 

"Multi-room" systems fall into four categories: 

DIY(basic) 
Type: Audio distribution with local volume controls in 

each room, but no source control. 

Example: Existing system plus QED Transmatch (speak­

er switch/impedance matcher) and loads of cable. 

Pros/cons: These systems suffer loss of power and 

quality due to the long lengths of speaker cable. 

SIMPLE INFRA-R ED 
Type: Audio distribution with local control of volume, 
source & function. 
Example: B&O, QED Room/ink, Xantech (a manufactur· 

er of infra-red & switching products). 

Pros/cons: In addition to the above, systems of this 

sort generally don't allow for local sources (the sound 

from a bedroom TV, for example), offer little or no feed­

back and don't allow different music in other rooms. 

MULTIZONE 
Type: Audio distribution with control, with the house 
split into different zones, so that you can listen to dif­
ferent sound in different rooms. 
Example: Base (2 zones), new QED system (4 zones), 

AudioAccess MRX (6 zones). 

Pros/cons: These systems tend to be differentiated by 

ease of use and cost issues, rather than quality .... of,­
sound. Some brands of source equipment are rnore 

easily integrated than others. 

MULTIZONEAND FEEDBACK 
Type: Audio distribution with control of, and feedback 
from, main system. 
Example: Linn Knekt, Meridian, Sony DST (not available 

in UK). 
Pros/cons: These systems distribute a balanced or dig-

ital signal, resulting in better quality and simpler 1 
cabling. Decent feedback means the systems are easier 

to use. These systems generally involve the manufac­
turer's own source equipment (sited centrally), with 
other components (amplifiers, local sources) distrib­
uted around the house. They also offer the ability to 
control other products from the remote rooms. 

Hi-Fi Choice May 1995 39 
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H i-Ji Specialists 
THE CHOICE IS YOURS 

We carry the finest range of Hi-Fi in London and you can be sure that 

any of the products you see advertised here are on display and available 

for audition. Our helpful experienced staff are always on hand to help 

explore the possibilities open to you. This month we have some great 

value system offers, excellent value added accessories and a new way 

to buy what you really want on 0% APR. An offer not to be missed!!! 

Arcam CD Players-Full range? YES! 
Arcam Alpha One (F/L) .......... £299.00 
Arcam Alpha 5 Plus (F/L) ...... £469.00 
Arcam Delta 270 (F/L) .......... £799.00 
Arc am Delta 250 Transport ..... £7 49.00 
Arcam Black Box 50 . . .......... £449.00 
Arcam Black Box 500 .. .. . £745.00 
Audio Alchemy Dac in the box . £179.00 
Cyrus DAD 7 (F/L) ................. £899.00 

(F/L) = FREE CHORD COMPANY 
INTERCONNECT WORTH £25.00 

Denon DCD 825 
Llnn CD Players - Full range? YES! 
Marantz CD63 .................. £199.00 
Marantz CD63se (F/L) .......... £349.00 
NAD 501 (New) ....... .......... £179.00 
NAD 502 (F/L) .................. £225.00 
Nalm CD3 (F/L) ...... £898.00 
Nalm CD Players · Full range? YES! 
Pioneer PD 703 (F/L) ............ £249.00 
Quad 67 CD (F/L) .................. £825.00 
Rotel RCD 930AX . .. . .... £199.00 
Rotel RCD 940BX (F/L) ......... £249.00 
Rotel RCD 970BX (F/L) ......... £345.00 

TURNTABLES 

AMPLIFIERS 
Arcam Alpha 5 
Arcam Alpha 6 
Arcam Delta 290 
Creek CAS 4240 

Quad 66 Preamp ................ £859.00 
Quad 606 Power Amp ............ £689.00 
Rega Brio Amplifier.. .. £229.00 
Rega El ex Amplifier... . £398.00 
Rotel RA 930 AX/2 (New) . . . £149.00 
Rotel RA 930 BX £199.00 

FRFes•ES! 
IF �OU DON'T WANT O% APR 

MARANTZ CD 63SE PLAYER 

ARCAM ALPHA 6 AMPLIFIER 

MISSION 751SPEAKERS 

Arcam Alpha 5 Tuner .............. £219.00 
Arcam Delta 280 Tuner (F/L). £349.00 
Cyrus FM7 Tuner (F/L) ...... £399.00 
Denon Tu 260L Tuner ............. £119.00 
NAD 402 Tuner ....... £169.00 
M arantz ST55 Tuner .............. £149.00 
Nalm NAT 03 Tuner (F/L) . .... £499.00 
Pioneer F203 RDS Tuner . ..... £119.00 
Quad FM4 Tuner (F/L) ............ £429.00 
Quad 66FM Tuner(F/L) .......... £529.00 
Rega Radio AM/FM Tuner (F/L)£229.00 
Rotel RT 940AX (Remote) ....... £189.00 
Rotel RT 950BX (F/L) ............ £219.00 

CASSETTE 
Alwa ADF850 (F/T) . £229.00 
Denon DRM 540 (F/T) £159.00 
Denon DRS 640 (F/T) .. .. £199.00 
Denon DRW 750 (F/T) ........... £249.00 
NAD 602 (Was 199) .............. £159.00 
Nakamlchl DR3 (Was 399) .... £349.00 
Nakamichi DR2 .............. £598.00 
Nakamlchl DR1 (F/T) ............ £799.00 
Nakamichi CR7 ...... £1995.00 
Nakamlchl Dragon (E/D) ..... £1690.00 
Yamaha KX380 (F/T) ............. £169.00 
Yamaha KX480 .................. £199.00 

LOUDSPEAKERS 
(FREE C.T.3) = FREE CABLETALK 3. 
Castle Durham 900(Free C. T.3 )£279.00 
KEF Coda 7 (NEW) . .. ...... £129.00 
KEF Q10 (Free C.T.3) ............ £199.00 
Llnn Full range stocked & on Dem? YES! 
M ission 731 (New) ................. £129.00 
Mission 732 (Free C.T.3) ....... £199.00 
Mission 751 (Free C.T.3) ....... £299.00 
Mission 752 (Free C.T.3) ....... £499.00 
Mission 753 (Free C.T Blwlre) £699.00 
M onitor Audio 201 ......... £249.00 
M usical Technology· Kestral . .  £249.00 
Quad ELS63 on Demonstration? YES! 
Rega Kyte (Bik or Wal) ... £198.00 
Rega El a (Black) ... £498.00 
Revolver Colt (New) ... ............ £149.00 
Rogers LS2a/2 (Free C.T.3) .. £249.00 
Ruark Swordsman 2 .. £299.00 
Ruark Talisman (Free C.T.3) .. £699.00 

Tannoy 631 Speakers.. .. £149.00 
Tannoy 632 (Free C.T.3) . ... £189.00 
Tannoy 633 (Free C.T.3) ........ £319.00 

AUDIO VISUAL 
A/V AMPLIFIERS 
Arcam Xeta One ........ £999.00 
Denon AVC1530 ..... £479.00 
Yamaha DSP970 ....... £799.00 
LASER DISC PL.A YERS 
Pioneer CLD-900 ..... £399.00 
Pioneer CLD-950 ......... £499.00 
Pioneer CLD-2950 £699.00 
PROJECTION TV 

Pioneer SD-M1407 ............... £3599.00 

GOODS PRICE £1000 GOODS PRICE £2000 GOODS PRICE £3000 Pioneer SD-T5000 ..... £3999.00 

DEPOSIT £100 DEPOSIT £200 DEPOSIT £600 SURROUND - SPEAKER SYSTEMS 

BALANCE £900 BALANCE £1BOO BALANCE £2400 Linn Keilidh/Sekrit/Centrik ... £1192.00 
Polk RM 3000 (System)... £799.00 

liili�1�2�
M
�

T
::lffiHS�@��£�7�5��1 �8�M� T �H� S�@�� £�1�0�0�2� 4 �ME

TH�S�@e �£�1� 00dJ 
Polk cs100 (Centre) .............. £169.00 

"" Polk M3 (Rear) £199.00 

IFJL) = FREE CHORD CHRYSALIS INTERCONNECT LEAD 10.75 MTR) 
IFREEJC.T.3) = FREE 5 MTR CABLETALK LEAD· (PK) =TERMINATED 
IFJT) = FREE TDK SA OR SAX90 IMIN 5 TAPES) CALL FOR DETAILS 

M ission 73 C (Centre) ............. £149.00 
M ission 73 S (Surround).. · · . .. £99.00 
KEF 90 (Centre) .................. £249.00 
PRICES CORRECT AT TIME OF PRESS E&OE 

For Fast 'n Free 24 hour Mail Order Contact: 0181 852 1321 



the new one. So, the installer doesn't 

have to take the RCU out of the wall to 

upgrade the system. In fact, they can 

download the software from the main 

system to all the remote rooms - the 

installer doesn't even need to take the 

RCUs to the programming computer, 

but just has to take a portable PC to the 

main system. 

Linnstallation 
TI1e Knekt RCU is also intended to con­

trol things other than hi-fi, and there is 

a proposed circuit switcher waiting in 

the wings. This is a programmable six­

relay matrix, in the same size case as 

the stand-alone Knekt boxes. Each relay 

will be capable of handling 240V at 

eight amps, so that you can switch 

mains appliances on or off, and will 

have programmable relays for home 

automation products like curtain 

closers and burglar alarms. It will also 

be capable of switching loudspeakers, 

increasing the number of Knekted 

rooms still further. 

All the custom installation software 

is written for the Microsoft Windows3.1 
operating system and is downloaded 

via a PC's serial port using Linn's wee 

Doufer. This converts computer-stan­

dard RS232 code into RCS remote con­

trol commands. TI1is downloading is so 

fast that a new room set-up only takes 

about 12 seconds. Knekt isn't directly 

controlled by a computer yet, but its a 

small leap from a wee Doufer to a big 

Doufer, which would have a processor 

on it, to allow two-way communication 

between computer and hi-fi. 

There is no reason why you couldn't 

have a software version of the RCU on a 

computer screen and use the mouse to 

push the buttons, for example. You 

could even call up the system from a 

remote location, using a PC and a 

modem, and feed it commands- just 

the thing if you're lying on a beach in 

Barbados and you forgot to close the 

curtains. As the hardware already 

exists in Knekt, it is simply a question 

of software development. 

The software is Linn designed and 

upgradeable. It is effectively future­

proof, and fits in with the company's 

philosophy of supplying upgradeable 

products whenever possible. 

Ultimately the software could be con­

figured to work with non-hi-fi appli­

ances that you'd want to control in the 

home. At the time of writing, Linn has 

remote control codes for a range of 

non-Linn source components, includ­

ing Nakamichi and Pioneer multi-Disc 

CD players. It's currently expanding 

this code library for other non-Linn 

sources. The communication link is 

In the heart of 
linn's factory 
lives a full-on 
linn system, 
Knekt·ed to 
several rooms. 

one sided, however, as Knekt cannot 

distribute display information from 

non-Linn sources. 

Linnteraktive 
In the broadest sense, Knekt is for peo­

ple who are interested in interactive 

multi-room audio or home automa­

tion. According to Brian Morris, Linn's 

Head of Press and Promotions: "They 

may or may not have an interest in 

music to the extent of being an enthu­

siast, but perhaps they have seen Knekt 

in place at a friends house. Word of 

mouth is creating this market. It's too 

early to say how this new market will 

polarise, but certainly there are people 

who want multi-room; not just for 

music, but a solution to control many 

aspects of home automation. 

"It hinges on the concept of the 

home being a safety net for the family, 

as Knekt could interact with home 

security systems with as much ease as 

it copes with hi-fi. The barrier for peo­

ple is the perception that it will cause a 

lot of upheaval when wiring. However, 

the Linn Knekt system is far less intru­

sive than many in this respect." 

Linn has attempted to make the 

installation process as painless as pos­

sible, for both the installer and the end 

user. As ever with multi-room systems, 

the cables are best laid during the last 

stages of building, although the Knekt 

RCUs can be fitted after all the other 

decorations are fitted. The RCU itself 

fits into a custom back box and comes 

supplied with two bezels to blend in 

with UK and US light switches. The 

bezels can be painted and a black 

faciafbutton RCU is also available. 

The connectors, cables and all tools 

are industry-standard FCC68, sourced 

from common-or-garden trade cata­

logues. There is no soldering or messy 

crimping involved and the wiring is 

simplicity itself to terminate on site. 

To prevent any confusion, each part 

and its application is precisely speci­

fied by Linn, both in its computer-based 

'manual' and during the intensive two­

day training programme all prospec-

tive Knektors have to undergo at the 

Linn factory. This training course is 

split evenly between Knekt and gener­

al multi-room practices, covering 

issues such as siting RCUs to shield 

them from excess light, while keeping 

them accessible and cosmetically 

acceptable to the customer. 

Linn is determined not to compro­

mise the sound quality of systems that 

are Knekted together. The intention is 

to convey the sound quality from a 

high-class source like the Karik CD or 

Kremlin tuner throughout the house. To 

this end, Linn has introduced the £300 

Sekritspeaker.Available in dark grey or 

white, the Sekritis a two-way bi-wirable 

loudspeaker designed for in or on-wall 

use. The in-wall models are supplied 

backless with a removable port and 

adjustable tweeter output, thereby 

maximising flexibility for odd walls or 

room placements. The on-wall unit is 

less adjustable, but can be supplied 

with either a mounting bracket or a 

new polymer stand. 

NoteveryLinndealerwill stockLinn 

K.nekt. But there are groups of retailers 

within Linn's network that are experi­

enced in multi-room installation. The 

system is already appearing in some 

prestige locations, both in this country 

and the USA, where the whole multi­

room ethos is better developed. K.nekt 

has been installed into the newly-refit­

ted QE2 and is rumoured to have been 

chosen for the private home of a mem­

ber of the Royal Family. 

Linntegration 
As I was writing this, one cynic asked if 

the Knekt system would prove any bet­

ter than putting a midi system in every 

room. While I understand the senti­

ment, I have to say that it is slightly mis­

guided. The beauty of Knekt is that the 

main sources can be assigned to other 

rooms; that way, you get the sound 

quality of the main sources without 

having to buy several CD players. Those 

who opt for the Knekt system will do so 

because it is discrete and flexible. Can 

a midi system also control the burglar 

alarm, turn lights on and off through­

out the house, or even impose a curfew 

in a child's bedroom, by turning the 

music off at a prescribed hour? 

Linn's Knekt system is about the 

most flexible, future-proof multi-room 

system around. Linn once ran an ad 

showing an electric food mixer with a 

caption that ran along the lines of: 

'Some people think this is a hi-fi'. It's 

ironic thatLinn is now producing a sys­

tem that might one day turn on your 

food processor for you. 

Linn Customer Helpline: (0500) 888909 
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FOR YOUR SHOPPING LIST 

Sensible solutions for those in search of enhanced 
ether-promulgated entertainment 

Aiwa XT-950 £150 (Recommended) 
Aiwa's £150 XT-950 is a little above the beer bud­

get benchmark, which explains why it's pretty 

well stuffed with features. The box is taller and 

deeper than most, though the only well-filled 

part is the facia, which has an unusually large col­

lection of buttons and a quite elaborate display. 

There's even a remote control sensor, but no 

handset, nor any mention of one; neither is there 

any system remote socketry fitted on the rear. 

Should you have an XA-950amp, however,you'll 

discover that its handset can be used to change 

the preset channels. 

The switchable FM selectivity only adds one 

extra filter, which gives selectivity just a little bet­

ter than some two-filter sets, but is no match for 

a full complement of four. Nor is the fitted 

local/DX switch as effective as an external passive 

attenuator when it comes to easing overload 

problems. Other features include an FM 

mono/stereo switch, and a reasonably useful sig­

nal strength meter. The rest of the ergonomics 

were initially confusing, and the preset labelling 

altogether too tricky for its own good. RF recep­

tion performance is reasonably good, though AM 

was less so, which is backed up by the lab mea­

surement findings. 

Sound quality is above the budget average, if 

pretty tacky by audiophile standards. The mid­

band is decent enough, with good dynamics that 

make voices suitably expressive, and a reasonable 

freedom from significant coloration. But the tre­

ble sounds both suppressed and slightly detached 

and the net effect is not particularly sweet or 

transparent, but fortunately steers clear of 

unwanted aggression. 

One would hesitate to describe the XT-950 as 

special in any way. Neither the bulk nor the 

ergonomics are particularly helpful, but sound 

quality and RF reception are both a shade above 

average, so Recommendation is appropriate at 

the reasonable price. 

(Reviewed issue 129) 

New products 
These tuners are all recent 

arrivals, and have yet to 

undergo formal Hi-Fi 

Choice tests. All other 

models have been test-

ed previously, earning 

Best Buys and 

Recommendeds as marked. 

• 
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Area m Alpha 5-£220 
ream's £220 PM­

only Alpha 5 tuner 

is a perfect match 

for Area m 's identically named • 
and ever-popular budget ampli­

fier. It costs nearly as much as the 

amp, which puts it a little above the budget tuner 

pack. The obvious question is whether it deserves 

a premium price. 

The final verdict will have to await our full 

technical review, as this brief hands-<Jn session 

does suggest some equivocation. Basic sensitivi­

ty is high, but the ability to discriminate the weak 

from the strong is ve1y limited, while some sus­

ceptibility to front end overload tends to suggest 

that the Alpha 5 might be better suited to rural 

than Rf-{:ongested urban environments. 

Matching the Alpha amps dimension for 

dimension, it's a neatly styled slimline package 

with relatively few features and facilities. 

Ergonomics are refreshingly straightforward -

it's a pleasant change to find a tuner without 

some stupid microprocessor which thinks it's 

smarter than the user. The memory will store 16 
stations, while telltale pushbuttons permit 

unmuted mono or muted stereo as well as auto-

scan or manual tuning. The display has a rather 

garish signal strength meter and stereo indica­

tor light alongside the frequency readout. 

Sound quality is arguably rather better than 

the budget norm, at least making a stab at com­

municatingwith coherence and zest, although it 

can sound a touch strident and not particularly 

clean, and does seem a bit short on weight. 

Audiolab BoooT-£700 (Best Buy) 
Audiolab keptits many amplifiercustomerswait­

ing a good few years for this matching tuner, but 

even though the £700 pricetag might keep it 

beyond the reach of some, few will deny that the 

end result is eminentlyworthwhile. There's only 

one obvious omission- no remote control, sys­

tem or othe1wise. 

The8000Tis a quite-bulky, full-widt11 unit, and 

very substantially built. But there's not a lot of 

spare space on the busy facia, reflecting the very 

comprehensive range of features that make this 

an unusually flexible and versatile design. 

Besides FM, an AM section covers both medium 

and long wavebands. The large back-lit LCD dis­

play is superb, with bags of useful information 

available. A good old-fashioned round flywheel­

action knob does the tuning duties (backed up by 

39 presets and scan modes). 

Narrow/wide selectivity and 25kHz FM tuning 

increments proved very effective in discriminat­

ing weak signals close to strong ones, while AM 

was sensitive enough and remarkably free of 

spuriae. Technically original design solutions 

deliver a fine measured performance and 

promise tight tolerances over the long term. 

Particularly praised for its relaxed clarity. 

openness and neutrality, well developed images 

and fine dynamic detail in g. sonic criticisms were 

mild. A little less crisp and slightly more grainy 

than significantly more expensive references, the 

Audiolab always remains informative and enjoy­

able in its own smooth and relaxed way. It even 

manages to make AM quite a lot of fun. 

Superb ergonomics, fine reception perfor-

mance and a sound quality that gets close to the 

state of the art demand a Best Buy, even though 

the £699 price tag is well above the budget sector. 

(Reviewed issue 120} 

Denon TU-:z6oL-£:120 (Best Buy) 
Awarded a Best Buy rating when reviewed way 

back at the time of its introduction four years ago 

(supplement to issue 93), Denon's £120 7U-260L 

has been at the top of the separates tuner sales 

charts ever since. It's actually due for an immi­

nent update. but however the new model turns 

out. the current 260Lhas established itseifaslliE 

budget alternative for those unwilling or unable 

to pay much higher prices for the tuners that 

match audiophile amplifiers. This is the model 

of choice for those who reckon £120 is enough to 

pay for the radio in their lives. 

It's a compact and discreet little package, 

enlivened by a small digital display, if inevitably 

limited in terms of features and facilities. 

However, all the important technical bits are 

firmly in place. A 2Q-slot mem01y may be allocat­

ed to FM, MW or LW stations, alongside the nor­

mal scan and manual tuning modes. However, 

no signal strength metering or narrow/wide IF 

selectivity is provided. 

The lab tests delivered a very competent set of 

results, with high sensitivity and ve1y decent 

selectivity and image rejection. The sound is 

open, detailed and essentially communicative, 

with an honesty and enthusiasm that's very 

engaging. if not particularly refined. 

(Reviewed tssue 93} 

Denon TU-sBoRD-£22o 
(Recommended) 
A couple of steps up the ladder from the budget 

market leading 7U-260L, t11e £220 7U-580RDadds 

features like RDS (radio data service) decoding 

and independent remote control (handset sup­

plied) to the normal digital synthesis tuner roster. 

Besides FM. there's just medium wave AM 

here, but the rest is the usual full-feature line-up, 

with step-by-step, scan or preset tuning (30 sta­

tions), adjustable selectivity. aerial attenuation, 

station naming and tl1ree stage display dimming. 

As an RF performer, the 580RDis one of the best 

around, with its (very) narrow setting pulling in 

weak, distant transmissions despite strong local 

From the top; Arcam's latest Alpha 5 relaxes 
on a bed of extra long Twiglets. Denon's TU-
58oRD, meanwhile, ponders the significance 
of short person behaviour in pedal­
depressed pan-chromatic resonance and 
other highly ambient domains. The Aiwa XT-
950 is content to browse Wireless World. 
The Audiolab BoooT doesn't have to try. 

activity close by. Sadly, AM suffers an extreme 

example of the woolly sock syndrome (all too 

commonplace in hi-fi tuners). The lab measure­

ments fully endorse these practical observations. 

Exceptional RF performance often seems to 

accompany less promising sound quality from 

an audiophile perspective, and this Den on model 

fell into the stereotype. It doesn't sound bad by 

any means, but it doesn't sound great either. The 

below-average listening test results included par­

ticular criticism of a rather processed quality 

with some mid-band nasal coloration, and a 

slightly softened and slowed bass end. 

The ultimate sound quality may not set any 

records, but the 580's RF performance is out of 

the top drawer, and t11e rest of the package is very 
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competitive in terms of features (including RDS 

and remote control), build and component qual­

ity. Recommendation is thus in order. 

(Reviewed issue 120) 

harman/kardon TU9400-£300 
(Recommended} 
Recommended back in issue 93's supplement 

(four years ago), the £300 TU9400is not the cheap­

est h/k offering currently around, nor does it have 

the remote control and more advanced tuning 

facilities of the upmarket 9600.lnstead, it con­

centrates on quality circuitry throughout, in the 

interests of delivering superior sound quality. 

It's a good-looking slim line package with gen­

tly curved fascia, the preset memo1y using a 3x8 

configuration to store up to 24 channels across 

FM and MW and LW AM bands. There are no 

options to alter IF selectivity or RF strength, 

though 'high blend' can improve noise with weak 

stereo signals. TI1e row of signal strength LEDs 

cover a useful range. 

Lab tests reveal quite high useable sensitivity 

and ve1y respectable performance throughout, 

with low distortion, decent enough noise figures, 

and even relatively low AM distortion. The lis­

teningpanel responded veiypositively to its open 

and dynamic sound, particularly praising the 

realistic texture of massed strings, and the gen­

erosity of the whole recorded acoustic. All of 

which provides plenty of reason why this fine 

tuner is still going strong several years after its 

original introduction. 

(Reviewed issue 93) 

Linn Kremlin- ft,T/9 (Recommended) 
Linn's £1,779 Kremlin is one of the most expen­

sive tuners around,justified perhaps by its prodi­

gious component count and considerable circuit 

complexity. Remote controlled from a button­

rich system handset, this demure and discreet 

FM-only unit has compact midi-width metal case­

work. Ergonomics are quite friendly, aided by an 

exceptional digital signal-strength meter, but not 

by the rather small display. 

Technically, this tuner has a fixed and fairly 

wide selectivity, opting to maximise sound qual­

ity at the expense of digging ou t weak distant sta­

tions close to strong local ones. Front-end 

overload behaviour is particularly robust, how­

ever. which is good news for anyone living close 

to a powerful transmitter. 

TI1e sound quality was not to eve1y panellist's 

taste, some finding i t a  little coloured and aggres­

sive. Others - myself included - were very 

impressed by fine coherence and lack of times­

mear. Whatever, the Kremlin has an exciting and 

invigorating sound, but one that is not necessar­

ily a comfortable experience. 

l11e lack oftigh t selectivity option may limit its 

appeal to the long distance radio enthusiast, but 

the 'bullet-proof front-end should ensure fine 

consistency under difficult conditions, and the 

sound quality positions it among the few excep­

tional performers around, with its own unique 

character and strength. 

(Reviewed issue 120) 

Meridian 604 (Recommended) 
Meridian's £1,350 604 FM-only 'digital wireless' is 

clearly primarily intended to be used as part of a 

complete Meridian 600system, in which role its 

internal analogue-to-digital converter and digi­

tal audio output are particularly relevant. 

Presentation is quirky but classy, with the 

plate-glass facia unifYing two separate slimline 

sections which make up the compact midi-width 

whole. Remote control is available. 

Partly to handle potential multi-room use, this 

is a highly-flexible tunerwhich can be configured 

in various ways according to system and prefer­

ence. Seven buttons perform a whole variety of 

functions which should cover most eventualities. 

The signal strength meter is a little crude for such 

an expensive unit. 

Lab tests confirm the high-quality bespoke cir­

cuit design. Selectivity gives RF intermodulation 

results amongst the ve1y best, but it's not partic­

ularly impressive at picking out weak signals 

from distant stations which are adjacent to 

strong local transmitters. 

Sound quality is unfailingly civilised, with a 

lovely transparentmid-band that relishes the del­

icate portrayal of fine detail. An element of times­

mear and chestiness at low frequencies is well 

disguised by a very dry and controlled bottom 

end, which in turn tends to focus listeners' atten­

tion on tl1e slightlyfOiward presence and the tidy 

and sweet treble. 

In terms of sheer performance for a high ask­

ing price, this Meridian is not an obvious choice 

Above; harman/kardon's TU-9400 pretends 
not to notice the TU-9600 on its back. Left; 
Linn's krafty Kremlin wins another award for 
discretion and below left; Meridian's 604 
sets out to completely realign our attitudes 
to control ergonomics. 

as an independent standalone tuner. But it clear­

ly makes sense in a complete 600-series Meridian 

system con text. 

(Reviewed issue 120) 

Mission Cyrus FM 1 
£400 

hat a beautiful 

looking piece of 

kit. Mission's new 
• 

Cyrus FM-only tuner costs a not 

inconsiderable £400, but it shouldn't find anydif.. 

ficulty attracting buyers amongst tl1ose who put 

the quality packaging packaging and presenta­

tion high up their list of priorities. 

Four factors set it apart. Matching the Cyrus 

amps and power supplies, it's half tl1e width of 

'standard' hi-fi separates, witl1 the flexibility to 

be stacked or set side by side. Cast alloy casework 

will always look and feel better than plastic or 

bent metal alternatives, especially with such a 

cunningly-sculptured facia. Then there's a real 

analogue-style (though not flywheel-weighted) 

tuning !mob, set alongside a large and softly back­

lit LCD type display which includes rather neat 

graphics for signal strength or fine-tune. 

That aside, simplicity is the key, witl1 a rather 

modest complement of seven presets (a suffi­

ciency for most methinks), and no selectivity or 

aerial attenuation options. TI1ere is also some 

(unspecified) remote-control capability via 

Mission's classy system remote (not supplied). 

However, the tuning procedures are ideal, with 

inter-station muting in scan mode alongside the 

opportunity to search continuously with the 

manual knob through unmuted grunge for 

something interesting. 

That said, our air-check procedures showed 

that this tuner falls well short of tl1e ideal for dis­

tant station, weak signal reception. This is main­

ly due to its basic sensitivity being fairly modest, 

even though strong signal intermodulation 

effects are well handled. 
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Sonically, however, it does show more than a 

touch of class, with an open and generous sound­

stage that gives the music plenty of firm founda­

tion. The top end sounds a touch shut-in and 

nasal compared to more expensive audiophile 

references, but this Cyrus is no slouch in com­

municating the essential dynamic tension and 

drama of musical performance. 

Nairn NATo1- £1,453 (Recommended) 
This first and most expensive Naim tuner, the 

FM-only NAT01 cost an extravagant £1,100 as 

long ago as our original1987 review (Collection 

edition). That the price is now £1,45 3 actually rep­

resents a rather modest rate of inflation, and the 

design still looks contemporary. 

It's unusual in several respects and probably 

unique in consisting of two quite separate boxes, 

following a long-standing Naim tradition of pack­

aging power supplies separately from sensitive 

electronic signal processing. The actual tuning 

circuitry follows traditional continuous ana­

logue varicap techniques (as distinct from digi-

tal frequency synthesis), 11111·����"-· 
the only digital bit being 

the display. Features are 

almost non-existent- no 

remote, no presets, no 

scan, no signal strength, 

just a couple of indicator 

lights and a single large 

manual tuning knob with 

a delightfully nostalgic fly-

wheel action. 

Active inter-station 

muting and modest sensi­

tivity will discourage 

those seeking to receive 

weak and distant signals, 

Above: What Rega 
calls a Radio. 
Right: Oozing 
sophistication all 
over the backdrop, 
the Cyrus FM7. 
Top right: A Quad 
66 and its remote 
unit, yesterday. 

but the proprietary RF section is very well engi­

neered and aligned for the capture and process­

ing of strong signals. 

The author's eight-year-old, once-updated 

example still provides an inval uable yardstick for 

tuner sound quality assessment, delivering 

insights into both musical performance and the 

broadcast studio environment which few rivals 

can match. Aside from some susceptibility to 

interference, it works exceptionally well in a 

Naim system context. It may Jack modern crea­

ture control comforts, but there's clearly virtue 

in this simplicity. 

(Reviewed issue 50) 

Onkyo T-430ROS 
£190 

nkyo has been 

around a long time 

on the Japanese and 

• 
international stage, although its prod-

ucts have hitherto only received sporadic distri­

bution in Britain. The latest foray seems very 

serious in intent, judging by the extravagantly 

large number of models filling our Buyer's Guide 

- no fewer than six tuners, which is twice as 

much as any other brand bar Ken wood. 

Quite why it should be desirable to split the 

tuner market into so many small segments 

escapes me, but maybe it has to do with overlap­

ping old and new ranges, the latter distinguished 

by an RDS suffix. Thosewho've read the introwill 

know it stands for Radio Data Service, a feature of 

limited value in the static domestic context, but 

handy for tuning confirmation nevertheless. 

The T430RDS is Onkyo's least-expensive RDS 

model and carries a pretty competitive £190 price 

tag. It's a substantial unit which covers the MW, 

AM and FM bands. Although capable of some 

remote control when used with appropriate 

Onkyo amps, this tuner has adopted the button 

frenzy approach to ergonomics. 

The result finds even the relatively experi­

enced operatorburrowing into the manual to fig­

ure out what's going on. It turns out there are at 

least two different ways of organising the 30 pre­

set memory, plus labelling facilities over and 

beyond the automatic RDS station idents. How 

appropriate this to a nation congenitally unable 

to pre-program a VCR must be questionable. 

Although there's eve1y possible mode of tun­

ing in (short of a proper knob) plus a large display 

area, there's not much else to assist the tuning 

process- no alternative selectivities or signal 

strength metering, for example. Perhaps it does­

n't really need them, as it proved a thoroughly 

able performer in RF reception tern1s, digging out 

weak and distant stations nearly as well as a 

pricey reference. The AM performance is unusu­

ally passable too, which is a nice bonus. 

Sound quality as such doesn 't set any new stan­

dards, but is pretty good nonetheless, thanks to 

an inherent and pleasing neutrality. 

Dynamically a little reticent, thanks to a little 

timesmear and congestion, it doesn't quite have 

the tension and poise ofthe best, but still deserves 

marks for trying. Not the friendliest or prettiest 

tuner around, theOnkyoT 430RDS is nevertheless 

a very promising all round performer. 

Quad66-£519 
Known primarily for its amplifiers, Quad has 

always produced matching tuners, often with a 

degree of system integration and dependence. 

Indeed, this £ 519 66tuner has no independent 

life of its own, relying on the hefty table-top sys­

tem remote control supplied with the matching 

preamplifier (approx. £130 as a separate item). 

The 66is just about the prettiest tuner on the 

market; the front interesting without being 

flash; the display a lovely restrained back-lit LCD 

type. It helps, of course, that there aren't anybut­

tons to clutter eve1ything up ... 

1l1e 'large print' remote has just a handful of 

big buttons and two even larger rotary knobs. 

However, system duties make it less than intu­

itive when operating the radio- sadly neither of 

the rotaries are operative here. Scan-uming up or 

down the FM -only band allows up to 19 stations 

to be stored. Once loaded, the other option is a 

step-by-step search through the memory bank. 

1l1e single IC for front end duties doesn't do 

much for the measured RF performance, with 

below-average noise factor and modest RF over­

load point. The fixed selectivity effectively falls 

into the 'wide' category. Weak signal reception 

Hi-Fi Choice May 1995 49 



AT THE AUDITORIUM WE BRING YOU A REFRESHING NEW 

APPROACH TO MUSIC, CINEMA, AND THE BLACK BOXES 

THAT MAKES IT ALL COME TO LIFE IN YOUR HOME 

TWO MINUTES WALK FROM LIVERPOOL STREET STATION 

Equipment: 

ARCAM 

BANG & OLUFSEN 

CYRUS 

DEN ON 

KEF 

MICROMEGA 

MISSION 

NAIM AUDIO 

NEAT ACOUSTICS 

PIONEER 

REL 

SHAHINIAN 

Address: 

H9 MIDDLESEX STREET, 

OFF BISHOPSGATE, 

LONDON, 

EI7JF. 

Tel. No: 

0171 247 sooo 

Pax. No: 

Opening Times: 

MoNDAY to FRIDAY 
l0.30AM to 7.00PM 

SATURDAY 

H.OOAM to 4.00PM 

Auditofitim 
--------

"A superb 
design, giving 

depth, 
accuracy and 

dynamics 
without being 
. . '' t1r1ng The Kestrel 

MUSICAL TECHNOLOGY 

The Kestrel & Harrier 
are part of a range 

of fine loudspeakers. 
For more information 

please contact: 

MUSICAL 
TECHNOLOGY 

Unit I 0, Howard Industrial 
Estate, Chilton Road, 

Chesham, Buckinghamshire 
HPS 2AU, UK. 

Tel: (01494) 793137 
Fax: (0 1494) 793345 

The Harrier 

Buying hi-fi should be fun, we make it so. Listen to a well chosen selection of 
quality hi-fi equipment in our comfortable and relaxed listening room. Bring 
along your own records or CDs, we'll provide the coffee, and hear the 

difference we con make to your enjoyment of music. 

ARCAM, EPOS, LINN, MICROMEGA, NAIM, NAKAMICHI, NEAT, REGA, 
ROKSAN, ROTEL, ROYD, SHAHINIAN and more. 

9 High Street, Hampton Wick, Kingston upon Thames, Surrey KT1 4DA 

Telephone: 0181-943 3530 ='-·•'-·1 
� 

Open: Tues- Fri 1 0.30am- 7pm, Saturday 1 Oom- 6pm. 



The great late-spring tuner round-up 
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had greater background noise than the best, and 

strong local signals precluded some distant sta­

tions entirely. Fed with high quality signals in a 

(non-Quad) audiophile system context, the 66 
sounds very pleasant, uncoloured and generally 

neutral, if a bit laid back, self-effacing and dynam­

ically shy with it. 

It has to be said that the 66 has little to offer 

the radiophile or audiophile that isn't available 

elsewhere for less. But it's a very attractively 

styled unit that should work very satisfactorily 

in a Quad system context, provided local RF con­

ditions aren't too demanding. 

(Reviewed issue 120) 

Rega Radio- £230 
iven the once over 

m a recent 

Sessions piece • 
(issue 138), Rega's new £230 

Radio tuner is primarily intended 

to partner the company's cute integrated ampli­

fiers, although no attempt has been made to pro­

vide any remote control operation, in isolation 

or system context. 

Based on the same sort of chip technology 

found throughout budget tuners, Rega details 

include a single-sided glassfibre circuit board 

with an extensive ground plane, metal film resis­

tors and selected-quality electrolytics. 

Features are sparse: a couple of dozen presets 

-half for FM and half for AM-alongside auto­

matic scan or manual step tuning. A simple red, 

back-lit, four-digit LCD shows the tuned fre­

quency. The button-count is minimal, and the 

buttons themselves are tiny and easy to miss 

under dim domestic lighting. A little patience is 

also required while the microprocessor figures 

out what you want it to do. 

Selectivity is nothing special, so this isn't an 

ideal choice for trying to pick out distant weak 

signals adjacent to more powerful locals. 

However, this is often the price one pays for a 

sweet, engaging and lively FM sound quality that 

only falls a little short ofthe very best at any price. 

Live Promenade concerts were an absolute 

delight, with a real feeling of the space and ten­

sion of the Albert Hall coming through. Sadly, AM 

sound is the usual sub-standard rubbish often 

found on hi-fi tuners today. 

(Reviewed issue 138) 

Rotel RT-950BX 
One step up from Rotel's budgetRT-930AXcomes 

this £200 950BX, reviewed in issue 12 9. These are 

superficially very similar, but the 950BX sports 

more careful and costly component tweaking for 

superior sound. 

A total of20 preset stations can be stored over 

both long and medium wave AM bands. as well as 

FM. There's no adjustment of FM selectivity, 

while AM's 'wide' alternative setting is not very 

useful. One unusual aspect is that the high-fre­

quency sharp-notch filter, which normally sup­

presses stereo pilot tone residuals, has been 

substituted by a much gentler network. 

Selectivity is not really much use for long dis­

tance and difficult reception conditions; lab tests 

show slightly poorer-than-average noise, and a 

tendency to intermodulation with strong signals. 

The AM 'wide' selectivity could easily be 

described as narrow, being heavily rolled-off at 

the treble end and sounding muffled. 

However, the FM sound-quality makes up for 

the rather indifferent RF performance. It sounds 

open and lively, driving the music along at a fine 

pace. The bass is dry and restrained, making the 

net effect a shade bright and shiny. To some ears, 

it's a trifle exposed and untidy, but the sound has 

fine timing and an engaging coherence. 

This budget audiophile device delivers a pacey 

and exciting experience from good quality trans­

mission signals, although the RF performance 

won't appeal to radio enthusiasts. 

(Reviewed issue 129) 

Teac T-JC4o3o (Best Buy) 
Former tape specialistTeac offers this one £ 120 T­
X4030tuner to partner its amplifiers, although it 

is purely a cosmetic match, as there are no remote 

control provisions of any kind. It's a neat slimline 

unit, the budget price an obvious plus, but note 

the AM section here only includes MW. 
Under the skin, the engineering is nothing spe­

cial, but appears generally competent. The lab 

tests showing slight HF ripple and some stereo 

separation limitations, while AM signals show 

some low-frequency weakness. The ergonomics 

are attractively simple, but the muting and scan 

tuning modes are always automatically selected 

when changing between wavebands or powering 

up, which is irritating. Any random selection 

from the FM and MW bands may be stored in the 

20 -slot memory. 

Reception performance is very competent con­

sidering the modest price: it copes well on weak 

signals while not suffering from overload and 

intermodulation problems with strong ones. 

Selectivity is nothing special, bu tAM sounds less 

muffled than most. 

The basic sound balance isjust about right, and 

colorations are pretty well under control, if lurk­

ing just beneath the surface-just a little spitch 

and splatter, a touch of chestiness and low fre­

quency timesmear. Dynamics do seem a trifle 

squashed and depth a bit constrained, but basic 

stereo imaging is well formed. 

Though less sweet and substantial than the 

best, the sound passes muster nonetheless. RF 
performance is as good as any and better than 

most, and the price is also below market average. 

No it ain't great, but it is pretty good value, so a 

Best Buy rating seems the logical conclusion. 

(Reviewed issue 129) 

�----
� _- .-- :_ - .... .-,.. �-- -- - -

-

From the top; Rotel's RT-950BX tunes in to 
Radio Four to catch The Archers. The Teac T­
X4030 prefers a bit of Jazz FM but bemoans 
the fact that they no longer plays 'real' jazz. 
And the Technics ST-GT350L, being new to 
the scene, is still looking for Akihabara FM. 

Technics ST-GT350L 
£1lfO 

his tuner really looks 

the business, and its 

£140 pricetag makes it a 

genuine contender in the hotly-
• 

contested budget sector. The STGT350L is a 

beautifully slim affair, full width to persuade you 

of its genuine hi-fi aspirations, and with a smooth 

contoured moulded facia to add a touch of class. 

However. the real piece de resistance is something 

which looks-and feels-exactly like a real tun­

ing knob (just let it spin). 

There's all the usual presets, scan tuning gub­

bins and so forth. Also included are 3 x10 memo­

ry slots which may be assigned randomly to long 

or medium wave AM or FM stations. But the tun­

ing knob's promise of trawling the wavebands in 

search of distant stations is totally thwarted by 

the idiot microprocessor, which auto-mutes as 

soon as the knob is moved and declines to remain 

in mono when a strong signal comes along. 

Reception performance seems pretty compe­

tent, pulling in weak stations with a quality only 

a little below the reference, though backgrounds 

are not quite as quiet. Sound quality, however, is 

a tad depressing, having much more in common 

with a mini/midi system sort of sound than the 

audiophile pretensions of today's best budget 

separates. Decent RF performance is maybe not 

quite enough, while the promise of ergonomic 

delights rare at several times the price are scup­

pered by silly microprocessor (il)logic. 
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A 
dd a splash of colour to 

your listening room with 

the fabulous prizes in 

this month's excellent corn petition. 

Soundstyle's equipment tables 

and speaker stands combine 

superb looks with fantastic sound. 

Indeed, when we gave away a col­

lection of their three-point Tripod 

tables exactly two years ago, we 

were deluged with hopeful entries. 

it's a fact thatSoundstyle tables 

look so smart as to cause your sino­

atrial node to set your heart a­

thumping. Unlike other tables, 

Soundstyle models come in a range 

of seven colours, to perfectly com­

plementanydomesticsurrounding 

they might end up in. They are also 

designed in a variety of styles to 

suit myriad hi-fi applications. 

Equipment from AVI, Linn, 

Meridian or Quad would be the per­

fect partnerfor the new X12ostand, 

here shown in Classic Black. The 

X12ois designed to accomodate up 

to six midi-width components, and 

comes complete with a bottom 

shelf to store COs. 

The X105 stand, shown in Rock 

Redonthephoto,willtransformthe 

looks and sound of any full-sized hi­

fi or home cinema gear. lt will hold 

up to five components, the bottom 

two shelves being extra large to 

hold taller equipment, such as 

beefy power amps. 

Finally, home cinema aficiona­

dos will love the new X310, shown 

in Harmony Grey. This is designed 

to house TV, video, and every part of 

your home entertainment system 

in one elegant package. The X310 

can be fitted with castors or 'audio­

phile' spikes, depending on your 

needs. like all the Soundstyle 

tables, the X310 is available in a 

variety of high-gloss finishes. Aside 

from Classic Black, Rock Red and 

Harmony Grey, the tables are avail­

able in Symphony Grey, Opus 

Green, Concert Blue and - you 

guessed it - Sonata Blue. 

What you can win 
Each table system is worth £240, 

and we've got ten of them to give 

away. Because Soundstyle makes 

such a range of colours and styles, 

the ten lucky winners can choose 

any ofthe three tables shown in the 

photo, in any of the listed colours. 

THE QUESTIONS 

1.. When did Hi-Fi Choice last give 
away Sound style tables 7 

o)ju/y1982 

b)June1876 

c)May1993 

d)May1994 

2. Which of the following does 
NOT produce midi-sized gear that 
would suit theX12o stand? 

a) Nairn Audio 

b) Linn Products 

c) Meridian Audio 

d) Quad E/ectroacoustics 

3- Which quasi-autonomous 
nerve ganglion initiates heart­
beat and establishes its pace? 
a) atrio-ventricular node 

COMPETITION RULES 

b) si no-atrial node 

c) sino-ventricular node 

d) chorda! tendon<E 

If· What tables did Sound style 
give away in its last Choice 
competition? 
a) Four-point Quadruped 

b) Three-point Triped 

c) Four-point Quadrupod 

d) Three-point Tripod 

5- How many high-gloss 
colours are there in the 
Soundstyle range? 
a) Three 

b) Five 

c) Seven 

d) Nine 

The Editor's decision is final and no correspondence will be entered into o 

All winners will be notified by post o The competition is not open to 
employees of Dennis Publishing Ltd, Gold ring Products International, 
their suppliers, agents or associates oWe regret thatthe competition is 
open to UK residents only oNo cash alternative will be offered o The act of 
entering the competition will be taken as acceptance of the rules o You 

must notify us if you do not wish to be informed of any special offers or 
promotions. For a list of winners, write endosing a stamped SAE to Hi-Fi 
Choice, Dennis Publishing, 19 Bolsover Street, London Wl P 7HJ. 



y mid 1994, the truth was 
out. It was an open secret 
throughout the video indus­
try that Philips and Sony 
had been working and talk­
i n g  w i t h  M a t s u s h i t a  
(Panasonic and Technics) 

about a second-generation CD. This would use 
smaller pits to increase capacity, which in turn 
would increase playing time and picture quality 
fi·om a video disc. 

ltwas also expected to improve the sound qual­
ity, either by added multichannel surround 
sound to video, or higher sampling rates and big­
ger-bit word lengths for audio-only discs. 

The original H DCD 
Sony/Philips' new high-density CD was initially 
dubbed HDCD, but this name was then dropped 
to avoid confusion with a 'High Definition' CD 
already marketed by Pacific Microsonics - an 
emergent high-tech company based in Berkeley, 
California (see box, HDCD-What's Available To 
Buy page 5 9). Pacific's HDCD system improves the 
transfer of18 or 2D-bit studio recordings to 16-bi t 
CD format. Originally the record companies just 
rounded off or threw away extra bits. But this cre­
ates a disturbing effect: the quietest sounds and 
any background hiss just switch on and off, 
regardless of musical content. 

The more modern approach is to add 'dither' 
(a quiet, artificial hiss-noise which masks the 
switching); and 'shape' any background noise by 
taking it fi·om the middle frequency bands where 
the ear is most sensitive, then redistributing it in 
higher or lower bands where hearing is less acute. 

HDCD is just one of several similar systems. of 
which Sony's Super Bit Mapping is the best 
known. Although the full benefit ofHDCD encod­
ing is only heard from a CD player with bolt -on 
HDCD decoder, the same disc plays on existing 
CD players. 

The new high-density COs 
So there is no connection between Pacific's HDCD 
and the completely new high density COs. It thus 
made good sense to use a different name for the 
new systems. DVD, short for Digital Video Disc, 

was chosen because the driving force behind the 
new CD has so far come from the Hollywood stu­
dios. They love the idea of releasing Laser Disc 
quality movies on single five-inch discs, which 
pop off presses at high speed and for only around 
50 cents a time. VHS tape duplication is several 
times more expensive. 

But good intentions quickly evaporated and 
the name HDCD is now back in currency for DVD. 

Video CD - a doomed format? 
Philips' problem with DVD is more basic. 1l1e 
company has recently launched Video CD. which 
spreads a movie ofVHS-or-slightly-better-quality 
over two COs. Promising something much better 
is a sure way to kill what's already on sale. 

Although Philips is probably right to say that 
t11e complexity of DVD players will make tl1em 
much more expensive to build until the end of 
the decade, t11is argumentglosses over an impor· 
tant point. If the Japanese want to create a new 
market for a new product, they will initially sell 
it for below the manufacturing cost. Even subtle 
rum ours of a second-generation system can be 
enough to kill consumer confidence in the first 
generation product, and hence deflate sales. 

A policy briefing on DVD (and how it relates to 
Video CD) had been planned by Phi lips and Sony 
for the Summer Consumer Electronics Show held 
in Chicago lastjune, but was cancelled. Phi lips' 
partners in Video CD-Panasonic, Sony and ]VC 
-were sellingVCD for karaoke in japan, but were 
still uncertain about launching it as a movie car­
rier in the USA and Europe. Today. they look 
increasingly less likely to support tl1is first gen­
eration format. However, the computer world 
may adopt Video CD as the ideal low-cost way to 
display movie images on a PC screen. Current sys· 
tems, like Apple's QuickTime and Video For 
Windows, give very poor quality on all but the 
most expensive PCs. 

The two new rival discs 
At last January's Winter Consumer Electronics 
Show in Las Vegas, Sony(with Philips a none-too­
willing partner) gave an impressive demonstra­
tion of DVD. Two weeks later, Toshiba and 
Time-Warner chose Hollywood as the place to 
unveil their rival system. Surprisingly, Panasonic 
backed Toshiba instead of Philips[Sony. So did 
Pioneer, Hitachi and 1l1omson ofFrance. 

Every day makes it clearer tl1at these surprise 
moves followed heavy-pressure lobbyingbyTime­
Warner, witl1 little regard being paid to the dif­
fering technical merits of tl1e two systems. 

Both systems have been tailored to meet a 
'wish list' drafted in 1994 by the Motion Picture 
Studio Advismy Committee, which represents 
the seven major movie studios in Hollywood. 

1l1e list requires a full135 -minute movie on a sin· 
gle disc, with better-than-Laser-Disc picture qual­
ity, multichannel surround sound, multilingual 
soundtracks and more. 

What's in a CD? 
On existing COs. the spiral track of data pits has 
a pitch (distance between pits) of1.6 microns.TI1e 
read-out laser emits infi·a-red light, with wave· 
lengtl1 of7 80 nanometres, and is focused by a lens 
witl1 numerical aperture of0.45 (tl1e numerical 
aperture is a measure ofthe angle overwhich the 

lens can collect light and bring it to a focus). The 
single-sided disc can store around 650 megabytes 
of data, which is read at a constantrate of arouncl 
1.5 million bits a second. The MPEG-1 data com· 
pression system used for Video CD (as available in 
Philips' CD-i players) codes fi.1ll fi·ames ofTV pic­
tures, not individual interlaced fields. 

Both new DVD systems use MPEG-2 compres­
sion, w.hich codes incliviclual interlaced fields at 
a higher data rate, making for much clearer pic­
tures. Botl1 systems can varytlle data rate depend­
ing on whether the picture contains moving 
detail or stationary objects. Botl1 systems also use 
a reel-light laser which has a shorter wavelength: 
635 -650nm.1l1e player lens has a higher numer­
ical aperture, which lets it focus into a tighter 
spot and thus read smaller pits in a tighter spiral. 

This is where the differences between the two 
systems emerge. And the overriding considera­
tion is tl1at Toshiba is pushing capacity further, 
witl1 even smaller pits. 

On the face of things, pushing for the smallest 
possible pits sounds a good policy for the future. 
It gives the best long-term options for playing 
time, picture quality and audio coding. But over­
stretching disc capacity could make the system 
unworkable in practice as a consumer product. 

The Phillps/Sonydisc 
Phi lips and Sony use a lens witl1 a numerical aper­
ture of0.5 2, to focus onto a track with a pitch of 

0.8 4 microns. The disc has a storage capacityof 3.7 
gigabytes, t110ugh bits are read out at a variable 
rate of between one and ten million per second­
on average 3 Mbfs. Playing time is 135 minutes. 

There is room for six channels of sound: eitl1er 
tl1ree stereo pairs (perhaps censored and uncen­
sored dialog11e). or six-track discrete to cope wi tl1 
the new digital cinema systems. But this sound is 
compressed, like Mini Disc or DCC. 

Computer companies IBM. Apple, Compaq 
and Microsoft are already working witl1 Philips 
and Sony to set a multimedia standard for the 
new disc to be used in a new generation of PCs. 

Thanks to work done by 3M, the storage capac­
ity can be doubled to 7 .4 gigabytes and 270 min­
utes of continuous movie playback. The double 
density DVD is pressed from conventional poly­
carbonate plastics, with t11e micro-pits in one sur­
face. This pitted surface is t11en coated witl1a tl1in 
layer of semi-reflective material, like a two-way 
mirror. This layer in turn is coated witl1 a softfilm 
of photopolymer material. which is hardened by 
exposure to ultraviolet light while in contact 
with a mould which impresses a second layer of 
micro-pits. The result is a three-layer sandwich 
which is then topped with a conventional alu­
minium reflective layer,just like any ot11er CD. 

Each of the two recordings is identified to tl1e 
player by a digital flag buried in the data stream. 
The playback laser can focus on either layer, 
depending on a switch setting. Once a recording 
layer has been selected, the player's servo control 
system keeps the laser focused on that layer, 
while ignoring the other, out-of-focus, layer. 
Refocusing takes only around tlu·ee thousancltl1s 
of a second, so playback is effectively unbroken. 

1l1e photopolymer moulding system process 
was first used fifteen years ago byPhilips, to make 
Laser Discs. It was then lmOWll as 2P. 

The difficult part is getting the semi-reflective 
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THE GREAT BRITISH 

! HI-FI SHOW 
(Formerly The Chesterfield Hi-Fi Show) 

22nd and 23rd April 1995 
at 

The Palace .Hotel, Buxton, 
Derbyshire 

9.30am to 5.30pm each day 

The only exc;lw�ively Hi-Fi 5how in the UK MONOLITH 20/20 
Come and hear the best Live Demonstrations by all the 

leading Audio Companies from the UK and abroad 

Free Entrance 

Loudspeaker cable of 
superlative �esolution 

Buxton, in the heart of the beautiful Peak District, 
has many attractions for everyone. 

ELECTROFLUIDICS 
THE SOUND FOUNDATION 'if'-

27FournlerStreetLONDON E16QE Tel0171 2470813 Why not bring the family for a Hi-Fi Weekend? 

It costs the same to get it right 
as it does to get it wrong . 

At the Listening Rooms, we pride ourselves on 

mat ching your needs with exactly the right 

equipment, whatever your budget, and because we 

only stock the best, that's what you'll get. 

What you'll also get is sound professional 

advice and a chance to relax and listen to some 

of the world's finest Hi-Pi equipmmt. 

35 years combined experience. 

Two Fully equipped Hstening rooms. 

Home installation service. 

Multi-room design and installation. 

2 years Parts and Labour guarantee. 

Home cinema surround-sound. 

Export and Credit facilities. 
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The production ofToshiba/Time Warner's CD 
format will resemble that of the LaserDisc: 

two thin halves glued together 

layer to be of just the right reflectivity. it must 

return the laser beam when it is focussed to read 

the first top layer of pits, but must also let 

through enough laser light to read the second 

layer of pits. In practice the reflectivity must be 

between 20 per cent and 40 per cent. If alumini­

um is used, the layer must be applied with a 

thickness tolerance ofless than five nanometres. 

3M claims success with a new material which 

gives a tolerance of between 30 and 75nm. 

3M says it developed the system on request 

from Philips and Sony, and no-one will reveal 

what the magic material is. Very probably it is 

something that 3M had already developed for 

coating glass to make two-way mirrors, as used in 

police investigation rooms and airport customs 

halls. Observers can look through the glass. but 

the observed see only their own reflection. 

The Toshiba/Time-Warner disc 
Toshiba uses a lens with higher numerical aper­

ture(0.6) to focus the laser more tightly on a track 

with tighterpitch:0.725 microns.TI1is pushes the 

storage capacity to 5 gigabytes. For movie mater­

ial, the data is read at variable speed, but with the 

higher average of 4.69 Mb/s for 142 minutes. 

Sound is Dol by's AC-3 compression system, with 

five main channels and one for effects and low 

bass. So again, it is compressed like MD or DCC. 

Most importantly, Toshiba plans to glue 

together two separa rely-pressed discs back to 

back, just like an analogue Laser Disc. TI1is dou­

bles capacity but requires the user either to take 

the disc out and turn it over, or buy a playerwhich 

-like Pioneer's top-end LD machines- has a laser 

mechanism that reads one side of the disc first, 

then moves round to the other side of the disc and 

reads that to double overall playing time. Either 

way, the changeover is very slow. 

A little bit of politics ... 
Both camps started off saying that each other's 

DVDs will be hard to make and/or hard to read. 

TI1en, through Februa1y there was silence, while 

Philips and Sony considered the possibility of 

joining forces with Toshiba. Next, in late 

Februa1y, both Philips and Sonypublicly rejected 

the Toshiba system, effectively declaring a for­

mat war. Philips has now come forward with 

some ve1y cogent arguments against the back­

wards-looking double-sided disc technology, and 

in support of the much more elegant, single­

sided, double-layer system. 

And both Philips and Sony now suggest that it 

may be the computer industJy, rather than the 

movie studios, who call the shots.TI1iswould bap-

pen if the computer companies adopted DVD as 

a new multimedia and high-capacity CD-ROM 

standard for PCs. Additionally, Philips and Sony 

are now laying far more emphasis on the practi­

cal valueof single-sided, double-layer recording. 

Previously this had been mentioned only as 

future option. 

Realistically, any use of either new DVD tech­

nology for a Su per CD(with no compression, dou­

ble sampling rates and bigger bit words) will at 

present only have a limited, specialist-market 

appeal. (See box, Better Sound On CD, right.) 

What problems lie ahead? 
TI1e bigger-capacity numbers quoted byToshiba 

are superficially impressive and seductive. But 

they are bought at the expense of smaller pits, 

which are harder to master and press, and more 

susceptible to users' fingerprints. 

l f users' fingerprints cause problems with play­

back, and Toshiba is forced to put its DVDs in cad­

dies, all manner of practical market difficulties 

arise. lt becomes more difficult to build a player 

which also plays existing'bare' CDs, and it would 

be quite problematic to construct a jukebox sys­

tem which stores large numbers of discs. Because 

caddies are larger than five-inch discs. eve1yshop, 

W 
ith all the fuss over movie stor­
age on DVD, no-one has yet 
given any serious thought to 

audio-only use. The movie disc will have 
multichannel surround sound, either Dolby 
AC-3 or a similar compression system. But 

this is not the best way to code hi-fi stereo 
with optional surround. 

DVD offers an upgrade to higher audio 
sampling rates, more bits per word, the 
incorporation of hi-fi surround system like 
Ambisonics, as well as a useful extension of 
playing time. 

However, members of t he Audio 
Engineering Society are warning that the 

mad rush to set a standard for DVD as a 

video carrier risks leaving serious hi-fi 
issues out in the cold. Philips and Sony 
might get it right, but Toshiba quit the hi-fi 
business years ago. The best course of 
action is for the AES to draft a technical pro­
posal for hi-fi DVD, or SuperCD, and circu­
late it to named executives throughout the 
audio and video industry.lt is more difficult 
for a company executive to ignore a letter 
addressed to him or her directly. 

"lt is not unusual for new systems to 
compete," comments )an Timmer, who is 

head honcho at Phi lips. "We avoided it with 
CD audio, but now we find ourselves in the 
midst of a conflict." 

Timmer thinks it unfortunate that the 
discussion over new formats is taking place 
in public, as "the man in the street does not 
understand the issues." He points out that 
a new system must fulfil a high number of 
various expectations. 

"Any new system needs a life expectancy 
of 25 years.lt must be future proof.lt must 
be easy to use. And it must make it easy to 
migrate from CE (consumer electronics) to 
computers. We should ask the opinion of 
the computer industry. 

"Any decision pins us down for 25 years, 
so our next steps are of vital importance." 
Sorry Fox 
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Not the January Sale 
Record Players 

Reconditioned Roksan Xerxes and Linn 

Sondek players as available. Re-tipped 

and refurbished moving coil cartridges by 

Ki seki, Koetsu and Linn. See sale list 

Rega Planar 2 a nd 3 player s with 

various cartridges, all at minimum of 20% 

off list price. See sale list. 

All sale goods are ex-dem an� 
in perfect condition with original 
boxes unless stated otherwise. 

Full12 months Guarantee 

Amplifiers and Tuners 

A ream Alpha and Delta amplifiers 

Rega amplifiers and tuners, ex-dem as 

available, see sale list. 

Audiolab 8000A, latest spec, used but 

inunaculate wit11 box £379. 

Used and ex-dem Nairn equipmelll 

includes various Nac72 and Nac82 

pre-amps, Hicap power supplies NapllO 

Napl40, Napl 80 and Nap250 power 

amps. See sale list. 

Marantz SC22 rare top of the line 

Music Link pre-amp, used, £299. 

Audio Research LSI valve hybrid line 

CD Players stage pre-amp, rme satin black finish, was 

Axcam Alpha and Delta ex-dem models over £1700, now £795. 

as available. See sale list. 

Micrornega Stage I, 2 and 3 ex-dem 

as available, 20% off. See sale list. 

Micrornega Duo 3.1 I BS2 transport 

and Dac, were £2150, now £1749. 

Micrornega Duo 2.1 I Pro2 transport 

and Dac, were £4250, now £3449. 

Nairn CDI single box player, used 

immaculate, was £1862, now £1295. 

Nairn CD3, CDI and CDS ex-dem 

as available. See sale list. 

Loudspeakers 

JPW Sonata, real wood veneer, all 

finishes, were £120, now £99. 

Ca stle Trent, Durham 900, Chester 

Rega Kyte, EL8, Ela up to 20% off 

Royd Minstrel up to 20% off. See list 

Heybrook Heystack rosewood vinyl 

new model, Was £500, Now £399. 

Neat Cl"itique, black ash vinyl finish 

were £335, now £259. 

Neat Petite black textured pailll finish 

were £595, now £449. 

Epos ESll black or walnut veneer 

were £395, now £315. 

Epos ES14 black ash veneer 

were £585, now £465. 

Roksan Ojan 3 rosewood finish, as new 

were £995, now only £799. 

Pro-ac Supet· Towet·s Mkll black ash 

used but iirunaculate, £695. 

Martin Logan CLS 11z Sonus Fabe1· 

Minuetto and Elect. See sale list. 

This is only a small sample of 
the product available in our sale. 

Please call for a full list 

NOW ON! 
At The 

Sound Organisation 
London Bridge 
0171 403 2255 



A 
I though PacificMicrosonics' HDCD­

encoded discs can be played on any 

conventional CD player, until the 

Las Vegas CE,only a handful of companies had 

annouced HDCD-compatible electronics. And 

at present, there is only a smatteringofHDCD­

encoded discs available to buy. 

So far, eight companies have already devel­

oped H DCD products, with a further eight 

actively involved in the HDCD campaign. HDCD 

products currently in (or very near) production 

include: Audio Alchemy's DDE VJ.O converter 

and DTI Pro jitter-busting interface; Classe's 

first everDAC; Counterpoint has added a HDCD 

option to its flexible DA-10 processor; Esoteric 

Audio Design (EAD) have several HDCD con­

verters; Mark Levinson's new No 36 DAC and a 

HDCD option for its Reference No 30.5 DAC; 

Sonic Frontiers HDCD-upgraded SFD-2 Mk/1 
and Spectral'sSDR-2000 Pro DAC. 

sin the UK, Pink Triangle was first to 

announce a HDCD filter card for its Ordinal/ 
DaCapo converters. 

The encoder is due on sale very soon, with 

over 20 major recording studios expressing 

interest in producing HDCD-encoded discs for 

a range of musical genres. Currently, however, 

only America's Reference Recordings have 

access to HDCD-encoding equipment, having 

launched about a dozen encoded discs 

including one sampler- to date. 

AlonSircom 

Philips and Sony are currently cooperating 
with major computer companies to develop 

a new multimedia CD format for PCs 

warehouse and home would have to change its 

shelving to accomodate this new CD. 

The master disc used for pressing PhilipsfSony 

discs can be cut with the blue-gas lasers currently 

used to cut conventional COs. The smaller pits of 

the Toshiba disc need an ultra-violet laser. 

Nimbus is already using this as a sales pitch: "No 

other mastering system has the capability." says 

Nimbus of its UV upgrade. 

The Toshiba disc is made from two half.tl1ick­

ness (0.6mm) halves. New pressing moulds are 

thus needed. because existing moulds are 

designed for 1.2mm pressings. 

As Toshiba has explained to journalists in the 

USA, plastics material cools quicker if it is tl1inner 

-like a cheap pizza. So the half-thiclmess press­

ing should be quicker to make. TI1e obvious (but 

unstated) downside is tl1at you have to make two 

of them and then glue them together, which adds 

considerably to manufacturing time. 

The less obvious (and also unstated) dOW11Side 

is that Toshiba's pizza will have to be hotter in 

the first place, because it is more difficult to get 

plastics to spread evenly over a wide area with 

shallow depth; it cools as it spreads. And this 

means that different plastics have to be applied 

instead of conventional polycarbonate. 

How will the discs be made? 
All of this adds up to tl1e need for existing mas­

tering and pressing plants to re-equip. Glue is 

messy stuff in a manufacturing process. It takes 

time to dry. which adds to tl1e production time 

for each disc made. Toshiba could use a glue that 

is quickly cured by ultra-violet light. But then, 

why not use 3M's two-layer system? Significantly, 

Time Warner continues to stall the US press, who 

were promised a visit to the WEA CD pressing 

plant in Oliphant, where DVDs are supposedly 

being pressed. 

The higher the numerical aperture value of 

tl1e player's lens, the more critical the focus accu­

racy becomes. Small radial and tangential tilt 

the new CD fo•mats � 
defects in the disc pressing (i.e. 'non-flatness'), 

and any skewing of the player turntable, become 

increasingly problematic. 

Producing a thinner disc(0.6mm) makes it eas­

ier for the optics to to cope with tilt. But the disc 

tl1en lacks strengtl1. Making it from two halves, 

glued together, gives back that strengtl1. And it 

also gives the option of a doubled recording 

capacity, which is good for tl1e numbers game. 

But all discs must be made from two halves, irre­

spective of whether the second-side storage 

capacity is needed or not. This explains Toshiba's 

apparently daft suggestion (at a New York press 

briefing) tl1at tl1e label can cover one side of the 

double-sided disc. 

Currently, a lens with an NA of 0.6 must be 

made from glass, not moulded plastic as used in 

ordinary CD players. This increases the cost, and 

raises the issue of backwards compatibility-will 

new players be able to play back ordinary COs? 

Philips asserts tl1at a lens designed to play back 

0.6mm pressings cannot also play back 1.2 mm 

pressings (ordinary CDs).lftwo lenses are moun r­

ed on tl1e same carrier, tl1e mass is increased and 

the servo control system has much more diffi­

culty moving the high NA lens fast enough to 

keep the spot in focus. 

Panasonic is believed to have developed a lens 

with a split NA, 0.6 in one part and 0.4 in anotl1-

er, to cope with both disc thicknesses. But this 

type of! ens can so far only be made by electron 

beam etching, which makes it far more expen­

sive than the plastic moulded lenses used in 

domestic CD players. Also, a stepped lens will 

reduce the light received back from the disc, so 

the electric signal retrieved is weaker and more 

prone to digitaljitter. 

Strengthening the laser diode, fi·om a nomi­

nal two milliwatts, is an expensive way to com­

pensate for light lost in a stepped lens. Red lasers 

are still a t an early stage of production and much 

more expensive than infra red diodes. 

Conclusion 
More and more, the signs stack up that the two 

main companies behind tl1e glue-sandwich disc 

(Panasonic and TI1omson- owner of influential 

RCA in the USA), have been pushed by PR hype, 

ratl1er than deciding after a process of cooljudge­

mentbased on careful evaluation ofhard facts.ls 

this really tl1e way to set a new CD standard for 

the next quarter centmy? 

Contact telephone 
numbers 

Reference Recordings 

May Audio Marketing� ( 01943) 864930 

Audio Alchemy, Mark Levinson 
Path Premier� (01494) 441736 

Classe 

Absolute Sounds� (0181)947 5047 

EAD 
Audio freaks� (0181) 948 4153 

Counterpoint, Sonic Frontiers 

Picture The Sound� ( 01483) 31410 

Pink Triangle 

� (0171) 703 5498 

Hi-Fi Choice May 1995 59 



Name 

Astral Audio 

Hi-Fi Excellence 

Aston Audio Lld 

Bryants Hi-Fi 

Northwood Audio 11 

Hyper-Fi 

The Hi-Fi Centre 

Paul Green Hi-Fi Lld 

Town 

Aberdeen 

Aberdeen 

Alderley Edge 

Aldershot 

Aylesbury 

Barking 

Barrow in Furness 

Bath 

Richard's Audio Visual Lld Bedford 

Audio Times 

Five Ways Hi-Fi Lld 

Music Matters 

Music Matters 

Norman H.Field Hi·Fi Ltd 

Richer Sounds 

Superfi 

Chew & Osbourne Lld 

Practical Hi-Fi 

Romers Hi-Fi Centre 

Practical Hi-Fi 

Sound Academy 

Jaysound Audio 

Practical Hi-Fi 

Mike Manning Audio 

Movement Audio 

Sultans 

B&B Hi-Fi 

Brentwood Hi-Fidelity 

Bellasl 

Binningham 

Binning ham 

Binning ham 

Birmingham 

Binningham 

Binningham 

Bishop Stortlord 

Blackburn 

Blackburn 

Blackpool 

Bloxwich 

Bognor Regis 

Bolton 

Bournemouth 

Bournemouth 

Bournemouth 

Bracknell 

Brenlwood 

Hi-Spek Electronics Brenlwood 

Quay TV Bridlington 

Sevenoaks Hi-Fi Brighton 

The Power Plant Hi-Fi Ltd Brighton 

Richer Sounds 

V' Audio 

Spa ins 

Grange Hi-Fi 

Bury Audio 

Campkins Hi-Fi 

Sieve Boxshall Audio 

Sevenoaks Hi·Fi 

Richer Sounds 

Practical Hi·Fi 

Eric Wiley Hi·Fi 

Sevenoaks Hi-Fi 

Rhythms (Colvill Hi-Fi) 

Sevenoaks Hi-Fi 

Chichester Hi·Fi 

Monitor Sound Ltd 

Pro Musica 

The Hi-Fi Showrooms 

Bristol 

Bristol 

Bromsgrove 

Burton-upon-Trent 

Bury St. Edmunds 

Cambridge 

Cambridge 

Canterbury 

Cardiff 

Carlisle 

Casllelord 

Chatham 

Chelmsford 

Cheltenham 

Chichester 

Chorley 

Colchester 

Conglelon 

Frank Harvey Hi-Fi Excellence Coventry 

Superfi 

Richer Sounds 

Sevenoaks Hi-Fi 

Hi·Fi Experience 

Superfi 

Rutters Hi-Fi 

KA de Cobains 

Hi-Fi Corner 

Coventry 

Croydon 

Croydon 

Darlinglon 

Derby 

Devizes 

Doncaster 

Dublin 2 

Richer Sounds Dublin 2 

J.D. Brown (Est t919) Lld Dundee 

Riverside Hi·Fi 

Musical Images 

Richer Sounds 

Sevenoaks Hi·Fi 

Hi·Fi Corner 

East Twickenham 

Edgware 

Edinburgh 

Enfield 

Falkirk 

Tel No. 

01224 582825 

01224 322520 

01625 582704 

01252 20728 

01296 28790 

0181 591 6961 

01229 838757 

01225 316197 

01234 365165 

01232 249117 

0121 455 0667 

0121 429 2811 

0121 742 0254 

0121 622 2323 

0121 643 1516 

0121 631 2875 

01279 656401 

01254 6911 04 

01254 887799 

01253 300599 

01922 473499 

01243 826355 

01204 395789 

01202 751522 

01202 529988 

01202 555512 

01344 424556 

01277 221210 

01277 226303 

01262 672870 

01273 733338 

01273 775978 

01179 734397 

01179 686005 

01527 872460 

01283 533655 

01284 724337 

01223 312240 

01223 68305 

01227 462787 

01222 465654 

01228 44792 

01977 556774 

01634 846859 

01245 325125 

01242 241171 

01243 776402 

01257 271935 

01206 577519 

01260 280017 

01203 525200 

01203 223254 

0181 6671100 

0181 6551203 

01325 481418 

01332 360303 

01380 722268 

01302 326026 

0110 3531 6714343 

0110 3531 6719666 

01382 226591 

0181 8927613 

0181 9525535 

0131 2263544 

0181 3421973 

01324 629011 

Name 

Fleet Audio 

V.J. Hi-Fi 

Lintone Audio 

Lintone Audio 

Richer Sounds 

Rogers Hi·Fi 

Sevenoaks Hi-Fi 

Harrow Audio 

Adams & Jarrell Ltd 

Citysound 

E.T.S. Ltd 

English Audio 

B&B Hi-Fi 

Musical Images 

A. Fanthorpe Lld 

Superfi 

Zen Audio 

Eastern Audio 

Classic Hi-Fi 

Infidelity 

Practical Hi-Fi 

The Hi·Fi Company 

Aston Audio Ltd 

Richer Sounds 

Superfi 

Leicester Hi-Fi Company 

Listen Inn 

Sevenoaks Hi-Fi 

Superfi 

Beaver Hi-Fi 

Richer Sounds 

Audio Concept 

Bartletts Hi-Fi 

Billy Vee Sound Systems 

Citysounds 

Francis of Streatham 

Hi-Fi Care 

Hi·Fi Care 

Hi·Fi Components 

Hi-Fi Experience 

Hi·Spek Electronics 

Kamla Electronics 

M O'Brien Hi·Fi 

Musical Images 

Myers Audio 

Oranges & Lemons 

Richer Sounds 

Richer Sounds 

Richer Sounds 

Richer Sounds 

Sevenoaks Hi-Fi 

Sevenoaks Hi-Fi 

Shasonic 

Son et Lumiere 

Sound Sense 

Superfi 

The Sound Organisation 

John Munro 

B&B Hi-Fi 

B&B Hi-Fi 

Halksworth Wheeler 

-

-

-

-

-

-
-

-

-

-
-

Town 

Fleet 

Folkestone 

Gateshead 

Gateshead 

Glasgow 

Guildford 

Guildford 

Harrow 

Hastings 

Hastings 

Helston 

Hereford 

High Wycombe 

Hounslow 

Hull 

Hull 

Hull 

Tel No. 

01252 811088 

01303 256860 

0191 4600999 

0191 4774167 

0141 2265551 

01483 61049 

01483 36666 

0181 8630938 

01424 437165 

01424 429991 

01326 573801 

01432 355081 

01494 535910 

0181 5695802 

01482 223096 

01482 24051 

01482 587397 

Ipswich 01473 217217 

Keltering 01536 310855 

Kingslon-upon· Thames 0181 9433530 

Lancaster 01524 36991 

Leamington Spa 01926 888644 

Leeds 

Leeds 

Leeds 

Leicester 

Leicester 

Leicester 

Lincoln 

Liverpool 

Liverpool 

London 

London 

London 

London 

London 

London 

London 

London 

London 

London 

London 

London 

London 

London 

London 

London 

London 

London 

London 

London 

London 

London 

London 

London 

London 

London 

Lossiemouth 

Luton 

Maidenhead 

Maidstone 

01943 467689 

01132 455717 

01132 449075 

01162 539753 

01162 623754 

01162 557518 

01552 520265 

0151 7099898 

0151 7087484 

0181 5678703 

0171 6072296 

0181 3185755 

0171 4365366 

0181 7690466 

0171 6377879 

0171 6378911 

0171 2231110 

0171 580 3535 

0181 3491166 

0171 3232747 

0181 9461528 

0171 4971346 

0181 5207277 

0171 9242040 

0171 3528496 

0171 4031201 

Central Radio (M'chester) Lld Manchester 

,. 0171 7223359 

0171 8312888 

0171 3529466 

0181 8558016 

0171 3230333 

0171 5809059 

0171 4022100 

0171 3881300 

0171 4032255 

01343 812340 

01582 459915 

01628 73420 

01622 756756 

0161 8346700 

0161 8398869 

01843 226977 

01908 561551 

01908 604949 

Practical Hi·Fi 

V.J. Hi-Fi 

Audio Insight 

Technosound 

Manchester 

Margate 

Milton Keynes 

Milton Keynes 

Name 

Grandix 

B&B Hi-Fi 

Town 

New Maiden 

Newbury 

BRITISH 
MADE 

Tel No. 

0181 336 0012 

01635 32474 

Richer Sounds 

Lintone Audio 

Hi·Fi Western Ltd 

Listen Inn 

Newcastle 0191 2301392 

Newcastle upon Tyne 0191 232 3994 

Newport 01633 262790 

Northampton 

Richer Sounds Noltingham 

Superfi Noltingham 

Frank Walton Hi-Fi Oban 

Audio Counsel Oldham 

Oxford Audio Consultants Oxford 

Sevenoaks Hi-Fi 

The Hi-Fi Company 

The Hi-Fi Attic 

Movement Audio 

Now That's Hi-Fi 

Practical Hi-Fi 

Oxford 

Peterborough 

Plymouth 

Poole 

Portsmouth 

Preston 

Island Compact Disc Centre Ramsey 

B&B Hi-Fi Reading 

Reading Hi-Fi 

Moorgate Acoustics 

Chew & Osboume Lld 

Reading 

Rotherham 

Saffron Walden 

Performance Hi·Fi Systems Sevenoaks 

Sevenoaks Hi-Fi 

Moorgate Acoustics 

Richer Sounds 

Superfi 

Creative Audio 

Shropshire Hi·Fi 

Frasers Hi-Fi Video 

Richer Sounds 

Sevenoaks 

Sheffield 

Sheffield 

Sheffield 

Shrewsbury 

Shrewsbury 

Slough 

Southampton 

Southampton Hi-Fi Centre Southampton 

Square Deal Electrical St. Albans 

A N Audio St. Neots 

Stamford Hi-Fi Centre 

Richer Sounds 

Ward & Williams Ltd 

Superfi 

Stamford 

Stockport 

Stockport 

Stoke 

Stourbridge 

01604 37871 

01159 241551 

01159 412137 

01631 62917 

0161 6332602 

01865 790879 

01865 241773 

01733 341755 

01752 669511 

01202 730865 

01705 811230 

01772 883958 

01624 815521 

01734 583730 

01734 585463 

01709 370666 

01799 523728 

01732 740425 

01732 459555 

01142 756048 

01142 661616 

01142 723768 

01743 241924 

01743 232317 

01753 520244 

01703 231311 

01703 228434 

01727 852501 

01480 472071 

01780 62128 

0161 4801700 

0161 440 0201 

01782 265010 

01384 444184 Music Matters 

Stratford Hi-Fi Stratford-upon-Avon 01789 414533 

Audio Exchange 

Thame Audio 

Chelston Hi-Fi 

Sevenoaks Hi·Fi 

Chantry Audio 

Astley Audio Lld 

Doug Brady Hi-Fi 

Practical Hi-Fi 

Acoustic Arts 

Hi-Fi City 

Richer Sounds 

Sevenoaks Hi-Fi 

Stirling Sounds 

Cosmic 

Weymouth Hi-Fi 

Sevenoaks Hi-Fi 

Bartletts Hi-Fi 

Sevenoaks Hi·Fi 

West Midlands Audio 

Bowers & Wilkins 

Phase 3 Hi·Fi 

Worthing Audio 

Action Gate Audio 

Mike Manning Audio 

Vickers Hi-Fi 

Swindon 

Thame 

Torquay 

Tunbridge Wells 

Tuxford, nr. Newark 

Wallingford 

Warring1on 

Warrington 

Watford 

Watford 

Watford 

Watford 

West Wickham 

Weybridge 

Weymouth 

Whitham 

Waking 

Worcester 

Worcester 

Worthing 

Worthing 

Worthing 

Wrexham 

Yeovil 

York 

01793 539008 

01844 215431 

01803 606863 

01892 531543 

01777 870372 

01491 839305 

01925 828009 

01925 32179 

01923 245250 

01923 226169 

01923 218888 

01923 213533 

0181 7779321 

01932 854522 

01305 785729 

01376 501733 

01483 771175 

01905 612929 

01905 458046 

01903 264141 

01903 245577 

01903 212133 

01978 364500 

01935 79361 

01904 629659 

Please Telephone 01483 750667 Fax 01344 360866 
for futher information 



V' AUDIO 
Hi-Fi Consultants 

NEW SPRING ITEMS 

36 Druid Hill 
Stoke Bishop 

Bristol BS9 1 EJ 

Tei/Fax: (0 117) 9686005 

We tend to refer to ATC, AVI AM8 Ruack quite a lot, so for a change I thought I'd mention some of the newer items we've had 

in recently. Firstly, the Heybrook Heystak's which we've had for a little while and ore extremely good value and sound excellent with 

male voices. A good all-rounder, well worth auditioning if after a floorstander in the £500 bracket. Another fine all-rounder, but more 

expensive at £895 is the Opera Callas, plus of course a good stand to allow them to perform at their best. 

On the digital front we at last have the Pink Triangle cardinal transport to front our Do Capo (including reclocking DIC), which is 

sounding excellent. but as we've only had it 2 days, we've lots more evaluation to do yet. We also have had our Mephisto transport, 

which previously had the Trichord clock 2 mod, upgraded to also have the new Trichord digital line driver, so if you wish to hear the 

effect, give us a ring for a demonstration. 

ARE YOUR LIGHTS GETTING DIM? 

it's amazing that the reduction in mains voltage to 230 volts since Jan. 1st has been 

carried out with so little publicity, but if you have wondered why your lights ore a bit dim 

and possibly why your Hi-Fi may be sounding a bit dim, that could be the reason. Wait till 

they drop it even further to 220 volts so that they can buy even more cheap electricity 

from France! 

CRUSADER V'S EQUINOX 

About a year ago we decided to stock the Ruork Crusader rather than the Ruork 

Equinox, partly because the former seemed closer to the Accolade and was easier to 

drive. In some respects our full appreciation of the Crusader only occurred when we 

received the new AVI 100 watt integrated amp at xmas and found a tremendous synergy 

between the two, especially on classical music. Having now also got the Equinox in stock 

I am delighted to report that the AVI integrated also suits that superbly as well and the 

speaker will probably suit more types of music and customer's requirements. With more 

power from say the AVI pre + monoblocks, the Equinox comes close to the scale of sound 

of the Accolade - a fine achievement ! 

PORTSMOUTH 

29 London Road 

(0705)663604 I 
BRIGHTON 

I 
EASTBOURNE 

69 London Road, 4 Albert Pa�·ade, Green 

(0273)609431 Street. (0323)731336 Hear the difference 

Q U A D � .. !!Ill. 

LINN 

AMAHA� 
U A R K 

lexicon 

DEN ON 

CELESTIJn 

BRITISH 

MADE 

Rated interconnects and speaker cables are availble from your local specialist dealer. 

• STOP PRESS • • •  STOP PRESS • • •  STOP PRESS • • •  STOP PRESS • • •  

"A good all-rounder capable of fine results in most systems" 

Can now be obtained in a convenient bi-wire format at £4.50 per metre. 

PLEASE TELEPHONE 01483-750667 FAX 01344-360866 FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 



Meet the ELECTROCOM PAN I ET Family. 

(taken from family album) 

Due to several new arrivals to this already large family, many of the members have put themselves up 

for adoption. We are looking for dedicated audiophiles worldwide to offer these family members good 

homes. For a modest charge you could have one, or, several members of this famous family to love and 

cherish. In return the adopted member will provide you with years of reliable service and musical 

honesty. 

To find out how to interview any member of the Electrocompaniet family you may wish to adopt, 

please contact any of the "Agents" listed below. For you to say YES to this adoption plan, will be 

MUSIC to our ears, and MUSIC to yours for life. 

Worldwide ELECTROCOMPANIET Adoption Agents.-

Austria (02) 227992158- Australia (03) 8820372- Bangkok 22241669- Belgium (011) 229659- Canada (416) 4957485 

Costa Rica (506) 2260282- Croatia (05) 8589742- Finland (914) 45751- France (01) 48918907- Germany (071) 214779 

Greece (0 I) 9597560 - Hong Kong 3140811 - Israel (03) 7517711 - Italy (02) 2367595 -Japan 334873441- Mexico 9054001962 

Norway 22112218 - Portugal 19831112 - Russia (095) 2362377 - Spain (06) 3510798 - Singapore 3391991 - Sweden (031) 133535 

Switzerland (091) 431734 - Taiwan 5512525 -Turkey 2125192280 - USA (516) 2617700- UK (0 1243) 533030 

Electrocompaniet A/S.- PO Box 92, N-1 473 Skarer, Norway.­
Fax: + 4 7 67909787 



Paul Miller explores another 
price territory on our world 
map of amplifiers. 

R
eaders of recent issues of Hi-Fi 

Choice have seen us take a close 

look at amplifiers between £300· 
£400 (issue 138) and £400-£600 (issue 140). 
For those who are keen of ear but some­

what hard of pocl<et, it's now time for the 

top contenders between £200 and £300 to 

strut their transistorised stuff. 

Once again, we are concentrating on a 

vety tight band of the market. But even 

within the narrow £50 gully between 

£230 and £280, there's quite a wide choice 

of amplifier design and philosophy. Some, 

including the Aura, Magnum and Pro-Ject, 

are unashamedly minimalist in approach. 

These amplifiers put sound quality well 

ahead of both flexibility and convenience 

and, by their very nature, stand or fall 

according to subjective merit alone. 

If you want something more than a 

basic volume control and input selector, 

or if you are put off by an amp that looks 

prehistoric with your shiny new CD play­

er, fear not, for alternatives are at hand. 

Everything, in fact, up to the lavish conve­

nience offered by remotely-controlled 

amplifiers from Kenwood and Onkyo is 

ON TEST 

• 

I ers 

accessible from the depths of your 

favourite armchair. 

So where's the catch? In theory, there's 

no reason why the audiophile thinking of 

Magnum and Aura and the remote flexi­

bility ofOnkyo and Kenwood need be 

mutually exclusive. In practice, however, 

every facet of an amplifier has its price. 

When funds are tight, designers often end 

up robbing Peter to pay Paul in the strug­

gle to offer all things to all consumers. 

Whatever its colours, an amplifier has 

to achieve a certain standard of quality 

within the price band in order to gain a 

Recommended label from Hi-Fi Choice. It 

must be judged to be above average for 

what is already a very generous price. By 

contrast, a Best Buy is something very spe· 

cial indeed, a reliable, compatible and 

supreme performer that represents aston­

ishing value. 

Variety and objec­

tivity are the keys to 

the reliability of our 

comprehensive lis­

tening tests. Variety 

comes in our choice 

of music, which 

extends from pop, 

rock and jazz through to classical, female 

vocal and folk - an extensive battery of 

software chosen by our listeners at the 

beginning of each session. 

Objectivity, meanwhile, is maintained by 
the use of a consistent and familiar hi-fi sys­

tem that allows the cross-correlation of 

results from one test to another. So, Sony's 

fabulous CDP-715£ CD player was retained 

from issue 137, joining Pink Triangle's faith­

ful PT /TOO (LP) and Audio Note's AN/Ell 

loudspeakers. 

Another unique feature of the Hi-Fi Choice 
reviews is our use of precisely matched lis­

tening levels across both CD and vinyl 

sources, as well as from one amplifier to 

another. This helps to ensure that every 

amp is auditioned on a fair and level playing 

field. Thanks, as ever, to Roger Batchelor 

(Denon), Guy Sargeant (Audio Components 

Ltd) and Alan Sircom (Hi-Fi Choice) for the 

loan of their experienced ears. 
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r Jrl 1 ,, ,I Amplifiers 

AuRAVA-80 

0 
n numerous occasions 

in the past, our blind 

listening surveys have 

uncovered large 

subjective differences between 

amplifiers that were virtually 

identical in design. 

This is the case with the VA-Bo 

which is the trimmed-down 

forerunner of Aura's VA-100 

Evolution (issue 138). They share 

the same sleek casework, although 

the chrome version of the VA-Bo 

was supplied for this test. The same 

rotary controls are specified for 

volume and input selection even if, 

on the £280 VA-Bo, Aura's MM 

phono stage has been discarded in 

favour of an extra line input. Around the back, 

we find a single (rather than bi-wire) set of 

nickel-plated 4mm speaker sockets that will 

accept both 4mm banana plugs and the 

thickest multi-strand cable. 

Under the bonnet lies the same basic 

MOSFET power amp that graces the current 

V A-too Evolution. But differences do exist, 

especially in the V A-8o's main power supply, 

which features a smaller toroidal transformer 

to support its supply rails. 

• • 

Sound Quality 
"Aside from its light-sounding bass" our 

listening panel agreed, "this is a difficult 

amplifier to criticise". The VA-Bo is certainly a 

very jolly-sounding amplifier, ev12n if it lacks a 

little oomph to reinforce the strongest of bass 

lines. Only in a lighter moment did our panel 

suggest that the fleeting quality of Magpie 

Lane sounded like a cross between the old Z­

Cars theme and a sailor's hornpipe ... 

Otherwise, the VA-Bo has a genuinely 

LAB REPORT 

The quirkiness of the VA-100 Evolution is just as 

apparent in the VA-Bo, where its output into low-ish 

impedance loads (�6 Ohm) is limited by the negative 

temperature coefficient of its over-heating MOSFET 

power transistors. Once again, the momentary power 

output is closer to 68W (104W (131W respectively into 4 

Ohm, even though the VA-Bo struggles to sustain some 

20W on a continuous basis. 

Importantly, the soW-to-2oW collapse of the VA-Bo 
is not so dramatic as that suffered by its sibling, while 

both share the 10-11A maximum current delivery. The 

VA-Bo must be partnered with easy-going, high 

sensitivity speakers if it's not to be over-stretched. 

Otherwise, Aura's smaller PSU has the added benefit 

of improving the V A-8o's 5/N ratio (87dB from 86dB) 

while reducing hum and noise (-77dBV from -74dBV). 

Stereo separation is also improved though the common 

layout leads to a recognisable RF 'fingerprint'. 
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AURA VA·IO SUSCEPTtBIUlY TO RF INTERFERENCE 

The VA-Bo remains susceptible to RF 
noise between 100-2ooMHz and 300· 
400MHz with a sharp break at 70oMHz. 

honest sound, one that reflects the various 

tonal characters of myriad instruments -

qualities that might only be hampered by a 

lesser CD player. The cello from Haydn's 

String Quartet lacked a little body and 

substance, but the vibrancy and brilliance of 

the remaining strings was quite breathtaking, 

a vivid performance that really made the most 
of our Sony CDP-715Efront end. 

Miles Davis's trumpet sounded equally 

vivid, just as the ride cymbal sprang into view 

with an unusual clarity. An unsympathetic 

amplifier will turn these into a spitty haze, but 

the VA-Bo sustained the natural impact and 

decay of each stroke as they shimmered into 

a hash-free acoustic. 

Massive Attack's bass line was as they 

weakened, just as Tracey Thorne's voice was 

a little thinner and less seductive than usual. 
Otherwise, the music remained very open, 

expressive and accessible. 

Conclusion 
With the benefit of hindsight, it would have 

made more sense to review the VA-Bo before 

the VA-100 Evolution. Nonetheless, it served 

to put the latter into some perspective. 

This leaves us with the VA-10o's blueprint 

and an amplifier that's better balanced with a 

sound that's honest, crisp and sparkling with 

VERDICT 
Free-flowing and 
energetic without strain 
or dynamic compression. 
Lacks deep, rumbling 
b ass. Notf orlow­
impedance speakers. 

!55!' ***** 7.)!11!1 ***** £280 
CBI Aura Designs Ltd, 

Mar/borough Road, 

Churchill Industrial 

Estate, Lancing, West 

Sussex BN15 BTR 

(01903) 750750 

lively detail. Sure 

enough, the VA­

Bo is just as 

nervous of low­

impedance 

loudspeakers as 

its bigger sibling, 

but with a pair of 

sensitive 

loudspeaker 

boxes on its side, 

this unusual 
design now 

comes heartily 

Recommended. 
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DE NON PMA-450SE 

A 
re you one of those people who 
is always in a hurry? Do you 
never have time to listen to an 
entire album? Then Denon's 

amphetamine-charged PMA-450SE could be 
the thing for you. This is an amplifier with an 
uncanny knack of condensing a 40 minute CD 
into half an hour of turbo-charged music. 

At first sight, the PMA-450SE could easily 
be mistaken for the 'original' UK-orientated 
PMA-450, reviewed under identical conditions 
way back in issue 116. Indeed, the same dual­
concentric volume control and independent 
source and rec-output selectors still sprout 
from the familiar, if rather utilitarian facia. 

Under the bonnet, Denon has retained its 
favoured Ansar Super Sound caps in both the 
MM and power amp circuits, while justifying 
its golden 'Special Edition' badge with a new 
silver-contact speaker relay, new OFC supply 
wiring and a revised layout for the output PCB 
(printed circuit board). That's not bad for an 
extra £2o quid. 

Sound Quality 
With an obvious zest for the life and energy of 
its music, the PMA-45oSE's rugged, confident 
and very positive outlook might, in less 
sympathetic company, be viewed as 

headstrong. Our panel described it as 
'subjectively loud, fast and up-front without 
sounding aggressive'. Haydn's String Quartet 
sounded like a rushed session just before 
lunch, with all the musicians playing in perfect 
harmony but at a brisk pace. 

Even the measured drama of Massive 
Attack's Better Things was hurried, 
encouraging a very large, clear and open 
sound. But the sense of atmosphere clearly 
suffered from this haste. In similar fashion, 

LAB REPORT 

The measured performance of this amplifier is very 

close indeed to that of the original PMA-450 (issue 116). 

Power output remains steady at tooW into 8 Ohm and 

tsoW into 4 Ohm, all ably supported by a huge 20A 

reservoir of current. This represents an increase of 

about tA, possibly due to the improved PSU wiring. 

More importantly, the t8mV and 287�V input 

sensitivities for CD and MM respectively are nigh-on 

identical to the t8mV I 291�V recorded two years ago -

confirming that the gain (amplification factor) and 

feedback remains completely unaltered. 

The tolerancing of Denon's volume control has 

deteriorated slightly but, to its credit, neither the 

channel separation nor noise figures have been 

adversely influenced by the revised output board 

layout. The amplifier's susceptibility to RF interference, 

however, is slightly worse even if its steady-state 

distortion remains solid at so.oo2 per cent. 

OENON PWA-.tSOSE SUSCEPTIBILITY TO Rf INTERFERENCE 

CHANGE IN 

,_.OISE 

FLOOR 

Changes in layout have aggravated 
sensitivity to RF noise, which shows 
unwanted peaks between 150-430MHz. 

, ' Amplifiers 

Magpie Lane sounded more like Jethro Tull 
thanks to the amp's well-meaning but 
feverish enthusiasm to have this gentle folk 
tune fill every corner of the room. 

Yet, it is difficult not to admire the clarity of 
its mid-band, which remains both sharply 
focused and explicitly detailed. Moreover, the 
amp still sounds 'quicker than average' via its 
MM input, with plenty of detail. 

Joni Mitchell sounded particularly 
expressive, emerging from a subjective fog 
with a much fresher and very lucid 
performance. Rachmaninov's Symphonic 
'Dash' galloped along but remained polished, 
powerful and undeniably entertaining. This is 
the key: although the PMA·450SE is far from 
sober, it does remain highly engaging, 
regardless of your choice in music. 

Conclusion 
The similarities between blind listening and 
lab tests for the original PMA-450 two years 
ago, and those published here for the 'new' 
PMA-450SE, are uncanny. This suggests a 
mild tinkering on behalf of Den on, rather than 
a super-charging of a once-favoured design. 

Two years on, however, and the foibles of 
the Den on PMA-450SE are a little closer to 
the subjective surface. By trading dramatic 
tension for extra verve, this exciting and 

VERDICT 
This amp will take you on 
a cresta run through the 
twists and turns of all 
musical styles. 
Blink and you'll miss the 
musical view. 

==:�· ***** 
Hoyden Laboratories, 

Hoyden House, Chiltern 

Hill, Chalfont St Peter, 

Gerrards Cross, 

Bucks SL9 9UG 

(01753) 888447 

energetic 
performer- like 
its predecessor 
before it­
continues to 
ensure the likes 
of Massive 
Attack sound 
more a Rapid 
Attack. So just 
remember to 
don a sturdy flak 
jacket before 
reaching for the 
volume control! 
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JVCAX-A472 

C 
a uti on is a corporate watchword 

at JVC. Having developed a 

reliable CD player or amplifier, 

this company will tend to stick 

with the same basic design for several 

seasons. As a result, the latest AX·A472 and 

its bigger brother, the AX-A572, bear an 

uncanny resemblance to the earlier AX·R462 

and AX-R562 (issue 121). Yet, in an apparent 

backlash against the current trend for high· 

convenience amplifiers, JVC has stripped off 

all its electronic signal-switching ICs. 

Crucially, these latest variations lack the 

full remote control of their forebears, as logic· 

controlled input and rec-out selection is 

replaced by good old-fashioned mechanical 

switches. Fortunately, relay switching for both 

A and B speaker selection has been retained. 

Otherwise, the AX·A472 is no less flexible 

than its forebear, including a handy source 

direct option to bypass the bass, treble and 

balance controls, and a loudness contour to 

augment very-low-level listening. Meanwhile, 

decent 4mm speaker sockets ensure the AX­

.4472 will cope with any grade of cable. 

Sound Quality 
This is a perplexing, almost chameleon-like 

performer that has the unnerving habit of 

changing its spots midway through a track. 

"Not unlike", it was suggested, "one of the 

more wayward examples of Pioneer's Legato 
Link CD player technology". 

The simple whistles that mark the intra of 

Magpie Lane's Oxford Rambles were very 

open and full of life. This vibrancy was initially 

compelling. However, the same instruments 

soon sounded hard and insistent, prompting 

the suggestion that "a group of unruly 

children had commandeered the stage". 

LAB REPORT 

What we have here is an example of well-meaning but 

subjectively irrelevant specmanship. Distortion, in 

particular, is dealt with quite ruthlessly by vigorous 

compensation that squeezes harmonic products to 

below o.oot percent and in·band IM distortion to less 

than 0.0004 percent. Unfortunately, we know from 

experience that such techniques can just as easily 

strangle an amplifier's subjective subtlety. 

The amplifier also looks pretty powerful at BoW into 

8 Ohm although, in this context, the uA maximum 

current rating is hardly generous, representing 

momentary bursts of 115W into a 1 Ohm load. As a 

result, I'd still advise against partnering the AX·A472 

with tricky loudspeakers, particular in its A+B mode. 

The AX·A472's 5/N ratio, by contrast, is rather below 

average at 82dB (re. tW/80hm),leaving ]VC with an 

overall performance that's vaguely similar to Sony's 

equally equivocal TA·F444E. 

CHANGE IN 

NC»SE 
R.OOR 

JVC AX-A02 SUSCEPllBUJTY TO RF INTERFERENCE 

"UOIO fREQUENCY I 

!LOG SCALE) 

This wideband design is responsive to 
signals (including RF) up to a few MHz, 
beyond which it is adequately filtered. 

> :cc.:: :Amplifiers 

Low notes often proved problematic, with 

the acoustic bass from Miles Davis's So What? 
occasionally rolling and booming like some 

drunken, retired, Home Counties colonel. The 

mean bass from Massive Attacks' Better 
Things wobbled uncertainly into the room, 

smearing some of the vocal detail but leaving 

the quiet, pure-sounding treble comparatively 

untouched. Sadly, Haydn's strings sounded 

too thin and starchy, with a relentless quality 

that irritated our listeners in the longer term. 

Our panel was much more impressed by 

the warmth and clarity of JVC's MM ph ono 

stage. Here, the bass guitar and kick drum 

running through Joni Mitchell's Coo/ Water 
sounded resonant and detailed, just as her 

voice was purer and less 'processed' than 

vocals had sounded via CD. 

Conclusion 
Although it lacks a remote control, JVC's AX· 

A472 is flexible, very well built and 

appropriately powerful for its £250 price. The 

internal design is also rugged and 

serviceable, promising a long and trouble-free 

life even if its new-found simplicity has not 

wrought any clear subjective advantage. 

As a consequence, and despite allowing 

you to follow the overall intentions of an 

orchestra or group of musicians, the AX·A472 

singularly fails to 

VERDICT 

A rugged and reliable 
amplifier for dyed-in­
the-wool turntable fans. 
Can or;� occasion be as 
forgiving as 20 lashes 
from a cat o' nine tails. 

Business Park, Priestley 
Way, London NW2 7BA 
(0181) 450 3282 

depict the 

character and 

actions of 

individual 

performers 

within the 

ensemble. 

JVC may be 

on a progressive 

track with its 

amps, but it 

needs to pick up 
its heels before 

being rewarded. 

Hi-Fi Choice May 1995 67 



SPECTRA 
Dynamics 

The simplest and most cost effective way 
to upgrade your existing system 

Once you have 
gained access to the 
inside of the cabinet, 
remove foam and/or 
wool damping from 
the inside of the 
speaker (if fitted) 

You need at least 2 
Deflex panels for a 
pair of small bookshelf 
speakers, 4 panels for 
a pair of Tannoy 6's, 
and at least 6 panels 
for larger cabinets 

Place the flexible 
Deflex panel thru' the 
speaker cut-out and 
stick to the inside of 
the cabinet using the 
recommended 
adhesive 

Now sit back and 
listen to the extra 
detail in sound, and 
far less distortion 
when played loud 

Wlhla1t 1tlhe expertta have to eay ••• 

" ... a marked improvement was obvious from the first few 
bars of REM's Automatic for the people album .. . " 

Hi-Fi News & Record Review- March1994 

" ... Deflex panels seemed to give greater tightness and 
control, improved internal clarity, and pitch definition­

all without deadening the sound in any way . . .  " 
Audiophile- January 1994 

" ... the result was sharper imaging, wider dynamics 
and a more natural sound ... " 

CHOICE VERDICT 
Sound Quality ••••• 
Value for money ••••o 
HI-FI Choice- Jan u ary 1994 

" ... But one things for sure- the Deflex panels are 
no gimmick. They work ... " 

Audio VIdeo- November 1994 

I 

:i$lana �tousttts 
Music with Life 

�------------------------� 

The MANA Reference 5-tier Amplifier Stand 
with Sound Stage 

For information on MANA products please contact: 

MANA ACOUSTICS 
59 Jubilee Close 

Pinner 

Middlesex HA5 3TB 

Telephone/lax 0181-429 0118 

• 

Recitat 
RIVETTING EXHILARATING UPLIFTING 
CAPTIVATING MOVING INSPIRING 

To unlock the potential in your 
music collection hear it through one 
of our carefully chosen hifi systems 

Equipment by: Adyton, Alchemist, ATC, Audio Alch.emy, Audiomeca, 

Audiophysic, AV!, Boulder, CAT, Celesrion, Chario, Chord Co., 

Counterpoint, CRD, Densen, Goldring, Graham, Harman, Heybrook, 

Lumley, Michell, Mic romega. Musical Fidelity, NAD, Orelle, 

Ortofon, QED, Ruark, Transfiguration, Triangle, Triology. 

We also specialise in Multiroom and 
Home Cinema Installations 

CALL US ON: 0171-731 0340 
10 TIL 6, MONDAY TO SATURDAY 

289 NEW KINGS ROAD, 

FULHAM, LONDON SW6 4RE 



KENWOOD KA-3060R 

W 
ith no less than five of its 

eight integrated amplifiers 

now available avec full 

remote control, Kenwood 
has established itself as a leading light in the 

struggle to combine graceful aesthetics with 

lavish facilities and a generous helping of 

Watts. The KA-3o6oR is a perfect example of 

the breed, and an alternative (rather than a 

replacement) for the similarly-priced KA­

J02oSE (issue 134). Along with the cheaper 

KA-2o6oR, this amplifier represents a 

development of the older KA-3050R. 

The general layout of the KA-3o6oR­

with its logic-controlled input selectors for 

MM phono, two tape and two line sources, its 

elegant bass, treble and balance controls, 

plus muting and loudness facilities - is 

clearly related to the KA-2o6oR rather than 

the MOSFET-equipped KA-4o6oR. The KA­

J06oR also features Kenwood's LRCM (Low­

Resonance Control Mounting) to reduce any 

vibration reaching the volume control and 

thereby modulate the audio signal. 

Any function that's directed by Kenwood's 

own internal microprocessor is also 

accessible via the remote. This includes the 

motorised volume control, input and tape 

switching, tone defeat and muting. 

Compatible separates may also be controlled 

via Kenwood's XSB BUS connection, which 

runs from the rear of the amp. 

Sound Quality 
"Very big and very dry" suggested one 

listener, "like a bucket of vodka martini". This 

is the KA-3o6oR in a nutshell - an amplifier 
that sounds expansive through either CD or 

MM inputs without appearing especially 

vibrant or atmospheric. Miles Davis's So 

LAB REPORT 

The 63-69W SOh m output of this amplifier comfortably 

exceeds Kenwood's 45W specification for the 2oHz-

2okHz audioband, while its generous 12A current rating 

ensures trouble-free music-making with difficult 

speakers. The high o.20hm output impedance is rather 

less impressive. Kenwood is employing relay-fired 

speaker protection, but its A/B output selection is 

achieved manually and with recourse to over two feet of 

internal ribbon cabling! 

As a result, 1 would expect some variation in the bass 

and treble performance of some loudspeakers, 

especially with long, moderate-inductance speaker 

cables. Otherwise, the modest o.o4-o.o6 percent 

distortion is almost entirely second order via CD 

(decreasing further at higher power) and second/third 

order via MM. Despite Kenwood's use of Class A driver 

circuitry, this increase in THD at a lower power output 

looks suspiciously like crossover distortion. I 

This amp shows a clean pair of heels to 
RF interference through cascode circuitry 
and nasty ceramic filters on its inputs. 

Amplifiers 

What?sounded forced on this occasion: 

acoustic double bass adopted an electric 

tone, weakening the colourful resonance and 

nimbleness we had come to expect. 

Quite a few recordings sounded slightly 

strained. These included Cool Water by Joni 

Mitchell, whose voice lacked a sense of 

individuality and expressiveness. it projected 
a larger-than-life image, even if "it's rather like 

an alcohol-fuelled dragster being run on half a 

pint of lager shandy". 

So, the KA-3o6oR sounds big and strong 

but is often clumsy and hamfisted, presenting 

Haydn's String Quartet in piecemeal fashion 

rather than reflecting the true subtlety and 

contrast of these fragile instruments. On a 

more positive note, the bruiser within the KA­
J06oR was more than happy to wrestle with 

the earthy bass of Massive Attack's Better 

Things, encouraging a large, bold and lively 

sound that rescued it from the pit of 

blandness. Something of a rough diamond, 

by all accounts. 

Conclusion 
"A chip butty in the finger buffet of audio", 

concluded one erudite listener. "it sounds 

earnest but unsophisticated, like a character 
from an HE Bates novel". Technically, the KA­
]o6oR is on the straight-and-narrow, just as 

its build quality 

VERDICT and flexibility are 

A large and enthusiastic guaranteed to 
sound thallendsltselfto earn Kenwood 
rock and pop. 
Over-stretches itself, 
revealing an eager but 
agricultural 
performance. �=::· ***** � ?WIJ ;2�;** 
Trio-Kenwood UK Ltd, 

Ken wood House, Dwight 

Rood, Watford, Herts. 

WD1BEB. 

(01923) 816444 

new admirers. 
Complying 

with all the latest 
EMC regulations 

never was a 

sure-fire route to 

audio bliss. Full 

marks for effort, 

then; rather less 

for its sonic 

execution. 
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Multi-Room Systems? 
Before you buy, talk to someone who knows ... 

Over the last decade Grahams has worked 
closely with leading manufacturers of multi-room 
distribution systems; we have established an 
international reputation for the finest design, 

installation and support. 

Our advisory service and demonstration facilities 
are available to help architects and interior 
designers provide integrated systems that we 
will carefully install with the minimum of fuss. 

Grahams Hi-Fi are delighted to be able to 

include the new Linn Knekt system in our range; 

Hear the difference. 

"One of the five 
best Hi-Fi shops in 

the world� 
Come and � why! 

SuP-erb Strauss 
Anyone with a passion for 

music and hi-fi will feel 
instantly at home with ATC. 

In the true tradition of many 
small British companies, we 

have a single-minded passion 
for quality. 

Flat out, we hand-produce 
hardly more than 100 pairs of 

loudspeakers a week. 

The result? Nothing short of 
perfection. 

But don't take our word for it. 

Listen to Strauss. 

Prices from £1,000 to £20,000. 

(Call 01285 760561 for more.) 

ATC Loudspeaker Technology Ltd., 

Gypsy Lane, Aston Down, Stroud, 

Gloucestershire GL6 8HR. 

the full Knekt system is now on permanent 
demonstration. 

If you are: 
• Expanding your current system 
• Planning a new house 
• Considering building or decorative works 
Speak to one of our multi-room specialists 
right away. 

Phone for an initial chat and ask for an 
information pack on multi-room systems, with 

details of our forthcoming open days and events. 

GRAHAffiS HI·FI 

Grahams Hi-Fi Ltd. Canonbury Yard 

190a New North Road London N1 7BS 

Tel: 0171-226 5500 Fax: 0171-359 7620 

E-MAIL: 100570, 135@Compuserve.com 
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Fourler Components 
SPJ 
Kuzma 
Muse Electronics 
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SIJun Mook Audio Inc. 

Sound Lab 
Straight Wire 
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MAGNUM IA170 

E 
very once in a while, this 
small but innovative 
company comes up with 
some surprising goods. 

Remember the Class-A device that 
warmed the listening room in issue 
116? Well, the IA170 is just as 
'classy', despite running a good deal 
cooler. Once again, it's a line-only 
amplifier with inputs labelled for CD, 
LD, VCR, tuner, aux and tape 
sources. I believe Magnum can 
supply a phono board if specified 
before purchase. 

The low-profile chassis, with its 
gold livery, volume and balance 
controls plus mono and muting facilities, 
seems culled from the less-than-spectacular 
Quartet-A (issue 121). The innards, however, 
represent an upgrade from the earlier IA12o, a 
lower-powered integrated amp originally 
conceived for the Italian market. 

With the IA170, we find a very rugged and 
straightforward design, based on an old 
Darlington circuit, but featuring pairs of 
discrete 25A transistors. These are run at 
enriched bias and from a Class-A driver stage. 

The IA170 is seemingly designed to be 
bomb- and nerd-proof, with its 3A slow-blow 

PSU fuses popping well before the amp turns 
into an expensive firecracker. lt incorporates a 
huge power supply to clout recalcitrant 
loudspeakers, but lacks any sort of invasive 
hi-tech protection circuitry. Either way, it's 
never a bright idea to short the output of an 
amplifier, so take care when wiring up! 

Sound Quality 
Auditioned directly after the lacklustre efforts 
ofOnkyo'sABo], the living, breathing music 
that danced from the IA170 could not have 
provided a greater contrast. This amplifier not 

LAB REPORT 

Don't be fooled by its appearance, for the IA170 is 

a genuine little powerhouse capable of sustaining 
155W into 4 Ohm and delivering bursts of 470W 
into impedances as low as 1 Ohm. Difficult or 

insensitive speakers should pose it no trouble. 

Otherwise the IA170 has complex intermodula· 
tion distortions outweighing harmonic distortions 

by 20-3odB {up to 30:1). This seems to be linked 
to a mild parasitic RF instability which, in turn, 
could be caused by Magnum's choice of output 
inductors. Changing these for air-cored deriva­
tives might quell the RF 'fuzz', but it might just as 
easily dampen its attractive sound. 

As there's no compromise to safety, my advice 

to Magnum is to leave things as they are and con­

centrate, instead, on improving the relatively poor 
SodB (re tW/SOhm} S/N ratio. Then at least the 
IA1?o might sound a little cleaner. 

CHANGE IN 
NOISE 
FLOOR 

AUDIO FREQUENCY 
(LOG SCALE) 

Aside from uoMHz, this is susceptible to 
RFI through the 1-4oMHz band where 
many CD players kick out spurious noise. 

Amplifiers 

only captured the mood of the music, but also 
the imagination and enthusiasm of our hard­
bitten panel. 

In ultimate terms, the IA170 still suffers a 
loss in transparency and low-level 
'blackness', but gives a realistic sense of 
vibrant-sounding instruments playing within a 
very believable acoustic. According to our 
panel, Magpie Lane now "conjured a rustic 
impression of Morris men cavorting outside a 
village pub somewhere near Am bridge". 

There was a brilliance to the violins from 
Haydn's String Quartet, revealing a hint of 
brightness but preserving the colour, 
harmonic detail and ambience of the 
recording. Vocal sibilance was well controlled, 
with Tracey Thorne singing Massive Attack's 
Better Things in a very seductive and 
expressive way while staying firmly in check. 

The bite, life and tempo of Miles Davis's 
So What?expressed so much more of his 
muting technique along with the substantial 
snap of the drums and crisp definition of the 
cymbals. Without a doubt, Magnum's IA170 
marked the high point of our day. 

Conclusion 
"Cooked in the oven, rather than the 
microwave" concluded the panel, "so the true 
tonal flavour of its music is allowed time to 
develop". Magnum's IA170 could sound more 
fluid and colourful, but these criticisms pale 

VERDICT 
An expressive and 
atmospheric amplifier, 
free from artificial 
colours and 
preservatives. 
Not quite as sweet or 
pure as possible with the 
most demanding 
material. 

.... _,,.,.,.,.,r.'ll, ***** 

Hailey Audio, 328 Ware 
Road, Hai/ey, Hertford, 
Herts SG13 7PG 
(01992)442425 

into 
insignifican-ce 
against the 
obvious virtues 
of clarity, 
confidence and 
real-world 
charm. Quirky, in 
a safe, yet 
entertaining 
manner, the 
unassuming 
IA17o earns 
Magnum its first 
Best Buy. 
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ONKYOA-803 

H 
aving done rather well for 

itself with the DX-750 CD 

player in issue 141, Onkyo 

has less to get excited 

about with the A-803 amplifier. Not that 

there's anything terribly offensive about 

this powerful and flexible little machine. 
Far from it. The combination of Onkyo's 

excellent build quality and the 

convenience of full remote control gets 

the A-803 off to a rip-roaring start. 

The main volume control is 

motorised, and its tape, VCR, tuner, CD 

and phono inputs (along with source 

direct, muting and tape monitor 

facilities) are all logic-switched. Even the 

A/Band A+B speaker selection is 

governed by electronic (relay) switching, 

along with power on/off- qualities that 

enable all these functions to be duplicated on 

its RC-2o5S remote handset. 

Other widgets, including bass, treble and 

balance adjustment, and MM/MC phono 

cartridge selection can only be tackled via the 

smooth-looking black alloy facia. Onkyo's 

final slab of icing is called 'Sel-Tone', an 

option that allows you to select either its bass 

tone control or a variable loudness contour 

(for low-level listening) at the flick of a switch. 

Sound Quality 
This is a rather timid-sounding amplifier; not 

unpleasant but not especially invigorating 

either. Every track on our playlist was 

described in deprecating terms as "flattened 

in tone, dynamics and rhythm". Put simply, 

the A-803 consistently failed to portray a full 

range of contrast. 

Miles Davis's So What? should have 

kicked off at a fair old pace, but instead 

sounded uncharacteristically stilted and jerky, 

LAB REPORT 

From the measurement viewpoint, this is possibly the 

least unusual (and least interesting) amplifier of the 

bunch. To Onkyo's credit, the 88W /8 Ohm capacity is 

not only comfortably in excess of its 6oW rating, but 

also increases by +1.9dB to 137W into 4 Ohm. A pity 

then, that its 14A current reservoir is cut prematurely 

short by some invasive protection circuitry. 

The S/N ratio of 83dB/1W is hardly state-of-the-art 

but, as Onkyo claims, at least crossover distortion is 

reduced at these low power levels. Figures in the region 

of so.o1 per cent are typical for the A-803. Foibles 

include the high parallel capacitance of its CD /line 

inputs (intended to reject RFI) and equally high 

3.4kOhm output impedance of its tape buffer. 

As a result, the A-803 will not necessarily provide an 

ideal switching centre for tape recordings. Strange, as 

Onkyo has ensured the main speaker outputs enjoy a 

relatively low o.o7 Ohm output impedance. 

CHANGE IN 
NOISE 
FLOOR 

Full rejection of RF interference is 
achieved using ceramic and inductive 
filters which exact their own penalty. 

Amplifiers 

with a blurred and splodgy rather than 

sonorously resonant bass. "Instead of 

sounding like a CD" remarked one listener, "it 

sounds more like a tape from the car". 

Haydn's String Quartet also lacked its 

customary interplay. All four instruments 

were neatly separated, but also isolated and 
forced towards the left and right of the 

soundstage, leaving a hole in the middle. 

Things do look a little brighter via MM, 

where a more polished sound is revealed. Its 

bass is lighter, giving the impression of a 

livelier sound, but with the overriding 

sensation of a power amp lacking guts and 

gumption. Sadly, our listeners found little to 

commend, even though the A-803 is not 

especially grating or unpleasant. lt is simply 

too vague, bland and uninspiring. "When it 

comes to passion and soul", they remarked, 

"this amp is lacking in the Dover 

department". 

Conclusion 
Oblivious to its bold appearance and hardy 

standard of engineering, our blind listeners 

admonished the A-803 for its nebulous 
performance, which lacked in both conviction 

and ambition while fighting shy of the natural 

thrills and spills of realistic music. 
To some, its generous power rating, broad 

VE RDICT 

0 A tempering Influence 
for aggressive CD 

players and 
loudspeakers. 

0 A perfect amplifier for 
life's under-achievers. ::::· ***** 

'fWIJ ***** 
£260 

181 Onkyo UK, 401-405 
Nether Street, London N3 
1QG 

w (0181}3432082 

compatibility 

and full system 

IR remote control 

will prove very 

tempting indeed. 
Others, however, 

will be frustrated 
by its lack of 

spirit. The A-803 

is both easy­

going and 

undemanding, 

but so is 

watchingAnne 
and Nick. 
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PRO-jECT? 

F 
ew amplifiers would have 
the pedigree to call 
themselves 'Pan­

European', but the Pro­
ject 7 comes close. This eccentric 

design results from a collaboration 

between enthusiasts in Austria and 

the Czech Republic, where it is 

assembled. As a further twist, the 
Pro-Ject 7 is then distributed in the 

UK via the Danish company Ortofon. 
The amp itself is sealed inside a 

slim but very deep and broad case. 

it's supported on four nylon cones 

designed, if I read the literature 

correctly, 'to improve sound quality'. 

In common with most cheap pork 

pies, the filling of the Pro-Ject 7 is about 6o 

per cent fresh air. The real reason for the 
amp's abundant casework, I was later 

informed, is to provide 'a flat and relatively 

stable surface for a turntable or CD player'. 

Rotary controls are provided for volume 

and input selection. These are only accessible 

from beneath its smoked perspex face plate 

and connected via rods to localised controls 

on the main PCB, which also houses much of 

the power supply, the robust power amp and 

Pro-Jeers joint MM/MC phono stage. 

The gain and loading of this disc stage is 

determined by snipping through various hard­
wired links on the board. Our sample was set 
to MC. Its line inputs are routed directly to the 

power amp via the volume control. 

Sound Quality 
In keeping with its audiophile pretension and 
quirky design, the Pro-Ject 7 sounds like one 

very weird cookie. "Possibly", suggested one 

pane list "a chocolate chip and spam". Miles 

Davis's muting technique was obviously 

LAB REPORT 

The Pro-ject 7 is an honest but decidedly quirky design, 

which invokes a series of conflicting measurements. For 

example, it only just achieves its 38W rated spec, 

although the gain of the amp seems to increase with 

frequency. Power supply regulation is obviously very 

tight, as its output increases by +2.3dB into 4 Ohm, 

ably supported by a fulluA of current. Low sensitivity 

and/or low impedance speakers should be avoided. 

Then, there's the fabulously wide 101dB 5/N ratio -

a full2odB wider than others in this test but a feature 

that only serves to expose its appalling sensitivity to RF 

noise. By comparison, the 63dB 5/N of its MC phono 

stage seems very poor. 

In practice, however, the fs phono stage is about 

15dB less sensitive than the 'average' MC input. lt is 

therefore better suited to high-output MC cartridges 

(like our VdH MC TWO), which will tend to optimise its 

noise performance. 

CHANGE IN 

NOISE 

FLOOR 

PRo-JECT 1 SUSCEPTIBIUTY TO RF INTERFERENCE 

This amplifier is more like a tuner! Up to 
+sodB of noise modulation is produced 
by interference between 5-4ooMHz. 

Amplifiers 

exaggerated, damping the bite and attack of 

the brass as a whole. Similarly, the folk cello 
from Magpie Lane sounded more like a 
hurdy-gurdy, while the pipes reminded us of a 
fairground barrel organ. 

This manipulative quality carried through 

to Haydn's String Quartet which, though 

utterly coherent in its own right, was hardly 

faithful to the original. The ensemble sounded 

uncharacteristically lifeless, for although the 

music was clear enough, it lacked the sense 

of joy, colour and acoustic we had come to 
expect. "Surely", suggested one listener 
"these are not the same performers". 

Tracey Thorne, meanwhile, proceeded to 

wade through a warm pool of bass. We felt 

that the track sounded measured "to the 

point of being Swiss". 

The Pro-Ject 7 also fails to appreciate loud 

or busy sections of music, where its sound 

veers towards a harder and less sympathetic 
quality. And the MC stage? Just as 

disappointing, eliciting descriptions like 
"murky, compressed and uneven". 

Conclusion 
Rather than reflecting the true character of 

the music at hand, the Pro-Ject 7 prefers to 

editorialise, presenting a somewhat skewed if 

not uninteresting appraisal. Moreover, the 
technical oddities suggest its performance 

VERDICT 

Offering a highly 
personalised view of Its 
music, it still remains 
artfully balanced. 
Otherwise, it would 
appear to be technically 
and subjectively very 
odd and capable of 
uncertain results. 

:::i· **
**

* 
Ortofon UK Ltd, Chiltern 

Hill, Chalfont St. Peter, 

Bucks SL9 9UG 

(01753) 889949 

will vary quite 
markedly 
according to 
location and 
system. 

If you're tired 

of an orthodox 

presentation and 

prepared to cope 

with its uncertain 
compatibility, 
then give the 
Pro-Ject 7a 
whirl. Otherwise, 
try elsewhere. 
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Do you want to choose your hifi in a 
comfortable and relaxing environment . .  ? 

Do you want friendly and helpful advice 
(and a cup of tea) . .  ? 

Do you want to buy your system 
based on what you hear (and not what 

somebody tells you) . .  ? 

Do you live in GUILDFORD . .  ? 
. or Addlestone, Aldershot, Ashford (Middx), Ashstead, Bagshot, Basingstoke, Bracknell, 

Camberley, Chertsey, Cranleigh, Dorking, Epsom, Esher, Farnborough, Famham, Frimley, Godalming, 

Hartley Wintney, Haslemere, Hook, Horsham, Kingston, Liphook, Leatherhead, New Maiden, 

Odiham, Petersfield, Reading, Reigate, Redhill, Richmond, Shepperton, Virginia Water, Walton-on­

Thames, West Byfleet, Wey bridge, Windsor, Woking? 

Nobody else in these areas stocks all the following major brands: Acoustic Energy, Arcam, Audio 
Innovations, Audiolab, Aura, B&W, Celestion, Creek, Cy rus, Epos, DPA, Harman Kardon, Hey brook, 
Infinity, JPW, KEF (Reference), Linn Products (including records), Marantz, Meridian, Mission, 
Musical Fidelity, NAD, Nakamichi, Onix, QED (Sy stemline), Quad, Rega, Revox, Rogers, Rote!, Sony, 
Supra, Sound Org, Target, Yamaha (including Home Cinema Sy stems) & Top Tape. 

Visit us first and y ou won't need to go anywhere else, we have superb demonstration rooms where y ou 
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Complete service - We are the only outlet in the area to offer the complete service. As well as 
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50NYTA-F444E 

H 
aving just pored through Sony's 

outrageously thick brochure, it 

seems as if the UK version of its 

TA-F444E amplifier bears little 

resemblance to the '444Es foisted on the rest 

of the world. Our sample adopts the gene­

sequence of the TA-F244E, while providing 

more power and the advantage of both MM 

and MC phono inputs. 

Otherwise, its substantial black alloy facia 

is mercifully uncluttered. Although Sony has 

provided independent input and rec-out 

selectors plus a relay-linked speaker switch, 

there are neither tone nor balance controls. 

This must be another first for Sony. 

This is an extension of the amplifier's 

elegant and largely discrete internal design. 

Separately regulated power supplies feed 

different stages within the amp to minimise 

interference while stable LEDs are used to 

bias the current sources feeding the high­

speed MOSFET power amp. Incidentally, you 

can see the two green LED's glowing beneath 

its perforated bonnet - they are not fitted to 

indicate when the amp is switched on! 

Sound Quality 
Darker and richer-sounding than most, the 

TA-F444E has what was described as an 

'architectural quality' - one that's big on 

musical structure but not so hot when it 

comes to carving out fine detail. Its bass is 

especially strong but not entirely natural, 

compelling our listeners to tap their feet by 

force rather than subtlety and guile. 

Tracey Thorne's voice usually sounds as 

smooth as a Galaxy bar. On this occasion, it 

was likened to a Toffee Crisp- "somewhat 

chewier and filled with crunchy bits," - by a 

member of the panel whose blood sugar was 

LAB REPORT 

In the broadest sense, the TA-F444E is a very 

compatible amplifier that offers sensible input 

sensitivities with decent overload margins, low 

distortion (typ. so.oo1 per cent) yet still packs a wallop. 

So, although it achieves a modest 6oW 8 Ohm rating, 

the generous 1LjA current reservoir ensures that difficult 

loudspeakers will be handled with comparative ease. 

However, it does have its foibles. Judicious use of 

feedback may have squashed any distortion, but the 1W 

5/N ratio of 82-83dB is nothing to write home about, 

especially as this improves to a best-case figure of just 

91dB (which is some 10-1sdB short of what's possible). 

The relatively uninspiring 45-69dB stereo separation 

also points to a less-than-optimum track layout. 

Moreover, and despite Sony's use of local speaker 

switching, the amplifier's final output impedance 

remains relatively high at o.140hm, thanks to a series 

resistor/inductor network. 

CHANGE IN 

NOISE 

FLOOR 

SONY TA·F4.t4E SUSCEPT181UTY TO RFINTERFERENCE 

In avoiding brutal input filtering, Sony 
has rendered the amp susceptible to RF 
noise up to 10oMHz and at 200-23oMHz. 

Amplifiers 

clearly on the wane. Furthermore, instead of 

creating a moody atmosphere, the amp 

elevated this simple ambience into one that 

was almost threatening at times. 

Haydn's strings sounded a little too messy 

and artificial, a vagueness and dirtiness that 

also afflicted the pipes and whistles from 

Magpie Lane. No mistaking its gutsy 

enthusiasm, but these comparatively small­

scale instruments sounded much too big for 

their boots. Miles Davis's piano now sounded 

slightly boxy and wooden, "like an upright 

squeezed into the corner of a primary 

school's assembly hall". Rather than 

ameliorate the situation, Sony's MM phono 

stage tends to magnify these effects, 

encouraging a warm but brutal and messy 

sound. )oni Mitchell's Cool Water sounded 

overly resonant, her voice overblown and the 

percussion like a metal comb being rasped 

against corrugated steel. 

Conclusion 
The TA-F444E was initially praised for its 

seemingly spacious soundstaging and rugged 

bass. However, track by track, the support of 

our listeners steadily fell away, taxed by its 

mechanical delivery. 

Just because Sony comes up with two 

astonishingly good CD players (the CDP-715£ 

VERDICT 
A dec:ently powerful 
amplifier that will lend 
itself to a modern budget 
system. 
A very poor partner to 
Sony's fabulous range of 
CD players. 

:::::· ***** 

181 Sony UK Ltd, The Heights, 

Brooklands, Weybridge, 

SurreyKT13 oXV 

(01932) B16aoa 

and COP-915£), 
its good fortune 

does not 

necessarily hold 

true across all 

product ranges. 

Try not to be 

fooled by first 

impressions. 

Once purchased, 

you've got to live 

with your 

decision for 

more than five 

minutes. 
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AMPLIFIERS 

Conclusions, Best Buys and Recommendations 

• !..------

P 
revious amplifier surveys in Hi-Fi 
Choice have demonstrated that a 

smattering of user-convenience 

features, including remote control. need 

not have an unhealthy influence on the 

sound of an amplifier. In this instance. 

however, the generous pricing of the 

amplifiers has resulted in some sonic sac­

rifice on the widget-strewn altar of fea­

tures and facilities. 

- forward 

This is certainly true of both the Onkyo 

A-803 and Kenwood KA-3060R. which suc­

cessfully offer armchair-guided power at a 

very fair price. This has. perhaps 

inevitably. eaten into the meat of the 

amplifier's design 

sonic engineering. Sure 

enough, both amps are solidly and reli­

ably constructed. Somehow, though, the 

AX-A472 sounds strident, cold and barren, 

just as music emerging from the TA-F444E 

appears too rigid and methodical for com­

plete comfort. 

In a similar vein, an amplifier like the 

Pro-ject 7 is a very well-meaning attempt 

whose eggs are all placed in 

an unstable basket full of 

rocks. If nothing else, its gross 

susceptibility to RF interfer­

ence will result in a vety unpre­

dictable performance from area 

to area. It will probably sound 

best in a Faraday cage. 

budget. This 

factor. along with their compli­

ance to harsh EMC regulations, seems to 

have digested much of the expressiveness 

and vibrancy of their sound. 

Having just given the old PMA-450 a new 

lick of internal paint, De non's PMA-450SE 

The likes of ]VC and Sony have rather 

less of an excuse for their 'below average' 

showing, if only because both companies 

have actively abandoned full remote con­

trol in order to concentrate on straight-

represents the best balance 

between Far Eastern build quali­

ty and value with a genuinely 

up-beat but unaggressive 

sound. If your system 

needs super-charging, 

then this is the 200 horse­

power option. 

Measurement data at a glance 

Aura 
VA-Bo 

MAX CONTINUOUS POWER OUTPUT 20Hz 1KHZ 
INTO 8DHMS 47W 52W 

------------ciNC:T::007.4o='H"M""S 18W* 20W* 

20KHZ 
SOW 
12W* 

DYNAMIC HEADROOM (IHF) +1.4oB (73W) 
MAXIMUM(URRENT(5MSEC,1% THD) �l:e O.';c 9A�="-'------

0UTPUT IMPEDANCE =0'!-.1"-' 0S,_, o"-'H-"' M _____ _ 

DAMPING fACTOR 
;,7� 6-;_4 _______ _ 
CD/Aux 

---,S� T� ER� E� o<S�EP�A�RA�T�IO� N7(t�K� H�z) �9� So� B
�-------

(20KHZ) 68oB 
(HANNEL BALANCE (1KHZ, -20oBV) 000"".I"'DB;;-------­

(-60o8V) 0.6o8 
TOTAL HARMONIC DIST. (OoBW) "-9"'4-='oB�------­

(2/3 POWER) -B9oB 
CCIRINTERMODUlATIONOIST(OoBW) -;_1::00.;;-0o"; Bc-------

(2/3 POWER) ·98DB 
NOISE (AWTD, OoBW) -;-B"' 7�.3"- o""B -------

(2/3 POWER) ·98.0DB 
RESIDUAL NOISE (UNWTO) -'-7�6::0:.S
"'-
D�BV�� -----

INPUT SENSITIVITY (FOR 0DBW) �26;,;M;cc V7,-------­

Den on 
PMA·fiSOSE 

20Hz 1KHZ 20KHZ 
BSW IOOW 94W 
120W IS2W 131W 
+ t.OoB (12SW) 
19.6A 
0.0490HM 
161.7 
CD/Aux MM 
BSoB 60oB 
B6oB 60oB 
O.Oo8 !.SoB 
0.008 !.SoB 
·94o8 ·9So8 
·98o8 -100o8 
·99DB -10008 
-89DB -89oB 
·8S.IoB ·97.8oB 
-79.So8 -81.2oB 
-74.9oBV -74.6oBV 
18MV 182MV 

JVC 
AX·A472 

20Hz 1KHZ 
BOW BOW 
120W 12SW 
+1.3oB (IOBW) 
10.7A 
0.0480HM 
167.7 
CD/Aux MM 
79DB S4oB 
7BoB S2oB 
0.3oB 0.2oB 
0.4oB 0.2oB 
-9Bo8 ·10So8 
-97oB -97oB 
-10008 -10408 
-90oB -94o8 
·B1.7oB -97.2oB 
-7B.4oB -80.9oB 
-7S.2oBV -7S.2oBV 
23MV 204MV 

20KHZ 
79W 
124W 

287uV 2.9MV 288uV 2.6MV 
IS7MV 143MV 

(FOR FULL OUTPUT) 18BMV 
LINE/01SC0VERLOAD (IKHZ) �>IC:;6"' V'

-'-------- -----7��---- ----7��----(20KHZ) :c>I;-:_:67; V ________ -
---71S,.-0�3,M!-oV ____ -

---712�7�S-"' M!-oV ___ _ 
(50KHZ) >16V 3410MV 2870MV 

TAPE OUTPUT /IMPEDANCE "'As""s"-0-U -RCccE'/ A--cS--cSc- 0 -UR""' C -E --- �9.""9V=(o""'IS�C);';/�2ce S3;oO
.:._H_M

___ 
���1.�2V�(' o -IS=;C)"-;/-"44�3.:._D_HM 

__ _ 

INPUT LOADING 48KOHM/30PF 42KOHM/80PF 47KOHM/120PF 47KOHM/300PF 47KOHM/100PF 
----�0�(70� FF� SE� T� ,L�EF= T�/R= IG�H=T �IO�M� V�/� +I�l�M� V------ �-l�M�VL/-� IM�V�----

-- �+�IM� V�/� +4�M� V�-----SERIAL NUMBER A000443 4122400936 08800143 
TYPICALRETAILPRICE '=£20' 8"E 0=�------ £270 £2S0 

*SEE LAB REPORT, P. 64 
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All of which leaves us with 

two feature-free amplifiers 

that make the grade solely 

on the aesthetics of their 

sound. Aura's VA-80 is cer-

tainly a pleasant surprise. This is an 

amplifier that enjoys a vety natural. hon­

est and quietly seductive sound, provided 

it's teamed-up with a pair of easy-going 

loudspeakers. lt also demonstrates just 

how easily these qualities are upset in the 

quest for added power (see VA-100 review, 

issue 138). 

Less fussy over your choice of speaker, 

and the lone Best Buy of this test, 

Magnum's IA170 proves to be one of the 

most powerful. load-tolerant and subjec­

tively entertaining amplifiers on this side 

of £300. Its music embraces a brilliance 

and vibrancy which is sadly lacking in its 

competition. and a sense of detail is 

achieved without training a harsh spot­

light on individual performers. The 

Magnum IA170 is a flavoursome whole­

grain in a market dominated by anony­

mous, soft, white rolls. 

Ken wood 
KA-3o6oR 

20Hz 1KHZ 20KHZ 
63W 69W 6SW 
90W 99W 7BW 
+I.OoB(88W) 
12.3A 
0.2!00HM 
3B.I 
CD/Aux MM 
66oB 41DB 
6So8 40DB 
O.So8 l.lo8 
0.408 1.008 
-6908 -69o8 
-6SoB -6So8 
·70oB -96oB 
-7loB -93o8 
-83.6oB -98.3DB 
-79.SoB -B2.SoB 
-77.BoBV -77.8oBV 
31MV 2S8MV 
397uV 3.2SMV 

106MV 
877MV 
17S0MV 

10.6V (DISC) I 7900HM 
38KOHM/700PF 46KOHM/400PF 
·48MV/-12MV 
40199048 
£230 

Magnum 
IA170 

20Hz 1KHZ 
93W 96W 
IS2W 155W 
+ 1.2DB (126W) 
21.7A 
0.!!60HM 
69.2 
CD/Aux 
73oB 
SBoB 
0.2oB 
0.3oB 
-7708 
-BloB 
-68oB 
-S5oB 
-80.3oB 
-92.6oB 
·69.toBV 
2SMV 
24SMV 
>16V 
ISV 
13V 
12.3V / 30HM 
14KOHM/B0PF 
+9MV/+8MV 
6722 
£280 

20KHZ 
92W 
143W 



M
ost hi-fi buffs are 

interested in the 

macho areas of per­
formance, like power output, 
headroom and maximum cur­
rent. So it's as well to know that 
all three parameters are quoted 
to a fixed limit of just one per­
cent distortion. However, more 
power does not necessarily 
mean better quality. 

Instead, if you want an amp 
to drive difficult or multiple 
speaker combinations, then 
seek out a high-current operator 

that gets close to doubling its 

power output between 8 and 4 

Ohm loads. 

Unfortunately, any amplifier 

with an appropriately stiff 
power supply will, perversely, 
also suffer from limited dynamic 
headroom. This figure gives us 

some idea of the maximum 

short-term power that will be 
available under dynamic music 
conditions. 

Understanding the 
Frequency Response plot A 
These plots detail the frequency 

response of the amplifier, from 

the deepest sub-bass (4) to 

beyond the limits of our hearing 

(5) at 1W into a standard 8 Ohm 

speaker load. In this example, I 

have also marked out the 2oHz-

2okHz audio range, showing the 

regions related to bass, mid­

range and treble performance. 

The example shows a slight 

boost to the extreme treble of 
its phono response (1 - red 

trace) while demonstrating the 

difference in bass roll-off 

between its phono (3) and CD (2 

- yellow trace) inputs. 

Understanding the new 
Distortion plot B 
lt would be convenient for us to 

believe that very low distortion 

goes hand-in-hand with very 
high sound quality. 

Unfortunately, this is not the 

case. In practice, 

the amount of THD 

(Total Harmonic 

Distortion) is less 

important than 

how its composi­

tion varies with the 

changing power 
output of the 

amplifier. 

Broadly speak­

ing, as long as the 

distortion rises and 

falls in sympathy 

with the music, 

Onkyo 
A-803 

Pro-Ject 1 Sony 
TA-F444E 

20Hz 1KHZ 20KHZ 
86W 88W 84W 
128W 137W 120W 

+l.OoB (llOW) 

14.1A* 

0.0690HM 

116.7 
CD/Aux MM 

BloB 57o8 

76o8 53o8 
0.408 0.808 

0.2o8 0.6oB 
-91oB -83o8 
-90o8 -83o8 
-8808 -7508 
-89oB -76o8 

-82.9oB -95.1oB 

-81.7oB -89.7oB 

-72.1oBV -72.0o8V 

16MV 156MV 

268uV 2.6MV 

159MV 

1350MV 

2100MV 

9.6V (DISC) / 3.39KOHM 

27KOHM/600Pf 42KOHM/300Pf 

0MV/-6MV 

2312015753 

£260 

"'RELAY-OPERATED PROTECTION 

20Hz 1KHZ 20KHZ 

35W 38W 43W 

56W 64W 67W 

+0.608 (43W) 

ll.OA 

0.0370HM 

217.4 

CD/Aux MM 

11508 10508 

75o8 85o8 

0.408 4.508 
0.508 4.608 
-87o8 -68o8 
-85oB -67oB 
-79o8 -77o8 
-7308 -7208 

-101.308 -107.608 

-63.2oB -63.3oB 

-88.Bo8V -88.7oBV 

54MV 342MV 

111uV 693uV 

8.0MV 

182MV 

9.8V (DISC) / 1030HM 

23KOHM/50Pf 990HM 

-6MV/-18MV 

NONE 

£259 

20Hz 1KHZ 20KHZ 

60W 61W saw 

82W 95W 89W 

+0.608 (71 W) 

14.1A 

0.1420HM 

56.2 
CD/Aux MM 

6908 4508 

69oB 44o8 

0.3o8 0.5o8 

0.408 0.608 

-IO!o8 -103o8 
-97oB -98o8 
-IOOo -102o8 

-75o8 -77o8 

·82.508 ·91.008 

-80.4oB -88.3oB 

·71.Bo8V -71.8o8V 

20MV 156MV 

328uV 2.6MV 

149MV 

1275MV 

1740MV 

9.1V(DISC) / 1.25KOHM 

99KOHM/100pf 43KOHM/!80Pf 

+25MV /+24MV 

600081 

£250 

most listeners quickly become 

accustomed to its presence. 

Naturally, some types of distor­

tion are more tolerable than oth­
ers, but by using the new 

Distortion Intensity plot, we can 
examine all possible types of 

distortion in one shot. 

Rather than using a single 

test tone, this method taxes the 

amplifier in a more realistic 

fashion, by inputting a combina­

tion of signals. These signals 

are highlighted in red on all the 

Intensity plots (sample shown 
above) and include a sweep 

from o to 2okHz (1), a fixed 

2okHz tone (2) and a further 

sweep (some -24dB lower in 

level) from o to sokHz to oHz (3). 

All the amplifiers are raised 

to a 1W output into a standard 

40hm load where, as with real 

music, both harmonic and inter­

modulation (IM) distortions 

occur simultaneously. Any pat­

tern which is not highlighted in 
red is a distortion. And the 

brightness of the blue colour 

indicates its intensity (very 

bright means very intense). 

In our example, we can see 

simple 2nd harmonics of (1) and 
(2) being indicated by the mark­
ers (4) and (s) respectively. 

lntermodulation, or 'beating' 
between (1) and (2) is repre­
sented by one half of the 'V-pat­

tern' labelled (6), though high­

er-order IM patterns (7) -

which are subjectively more dis­

tracting - can also occur. 

Understanding the new 3D 
RF susceptibility plot C 
Busy lattices of distortion are 
further complicated by electrical 
noise leaking in from central 

heating systems, dimmer 

switches, fluorescent lights, CD 

players and all manner of 

domestic or external appli­

ances. This is called Radio 

Frequency (RF) noise and, once 

inside an amplifier, it will often 

mask subtle detail by disrupting 
the natural background of hiss. 

Even if background noise seems 

inaudible, RF interference can 

make music sound fatiguingly 

hard, gritty or just plain muddled. 

The magnitude of this effect 

shows up as raised areas on the 

new 3D RF susceptibility plot 

which, in this example, draws 

attention to the amplifier's sen­

sitivity to RF noise at 16oMHz 

(1) and 42oMHz (2). By looking 

across to the audio frequency 

C: Sample RF susceptibility plot 

scale, we can see that the audi­

bility of this effect will be most 
obvious beyond skHz or so -
the treble region. 

The plot also shows a slightly 
milder susceptibility at 27oMHz 

and 320MHz (3). Importantly, if 

the amplifier is exposed to any 
electrical interference within 

these ranges, its sound quality 

could well suffer. 

Sadly, no-one can ensure that 

his or her electrical environment 

is entirely free of such interfer­
ence. Fortunately, by referring 

to these new RF plots, we can 
determine accurately which 

amps are most susceptible in 

the first place. 
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Dealer Guide 
BIRMINGHAM 

THE -A.LJDIC> SPECI-A.LISTS 
for the most exciting range of equipment available in the Midlands which includes: 

Aiwa, Alphason, Apollo, Arcam, Audiolab, Audioquest, Audio-Technica, B&W, Sever, Canon, Celestion, Chord, Gyrus, Deltec, Denon, Dual, Epos, Exposure, Harman Kardon, Heybrook, Infinity, KEF, Luxman, 
Marantz, Meridian, Michaelson Audio, Michell, Micromega, Mission, Monitor Audio, Monster, Mordaunt Short, Musical F idelity, Nakamichi, Panasonic, Pink Triangle, Pro-Ac, Revolver, Revox, Rogers, Roksan, 

Wide range of classical CDs in stock Rotel, Royd, Ruark, Sansui, Sehnheiser, Shure, SME, Stritwire, Systemdek, Target, Technics, Thorens, Wharfedale, Yamaha, etc. Full servicing facilities available 

INTEREST FREE 
(for Limited Period) APR 0% 

363 HAGLEY ROAD, EDGBASTON, BIRMINGHAM B17 SOL 
TEL: 0121-429 2811 FAX: 0121-434 3298 

OPENING TIMES 
Tues-Thurs 10.30-6.00 

Written details on request. Licensed Credit Broker 
VISA • ACCESS • SWITCH 

156-157 LOWER HIGH STREET, STOURBRIDGE, WEST MIDLANDS TEL: 01384-444184 
93-95 HOBS MOAT ROAD, SOLIHULL, WEST MIDLANDS B92 HJL TEL: 0121-7420254 

Friday 10.30-8.00 Saturday 10.30-5.00 
Demonstrations by Appointment 

AVON 

V'AUDIO 36orui�Hill 
Stoke B1shop 

Tel: 0117 9686005 Bristol 859 1 EJ 
ATC, AVI, Acoustic Energy, Alon. Audio Innovations, 

Audiomeca. Audio Technica. AMC. Analogue Electronics. 
Cadence Valve, Chord AMPS. Electronic Companiet. 
Exposure, Goldring, Harmon Kardon, Heybrook, Jamo, 

LFD. Lyra, Ortofon, Perception, Pink Triangle. Ruark, 
Michell. REL Sansui, SME (inc. 20A), Sonic Unk, Stax. 

Sugden. Sumiko, Townsend Triangle, Wadia. 

Demos by appomtment only Home fflal factltfies. 

� Free mstallat10ns. Servtcmg facilities � � We are not a shop -

BERKSHIRE 

B&B Hi-Fi 
Berkshire's Leading Specialist 

Aiwa, Akai, Alphason, Aura, Bang & Olufsen, Beyer, Base, BtW, 
Canon, Castle, Celestion, Denon, Dual, Jamo, JPW, JVC, Kef, 
Kenwood, Marantz, Micromega, Mission, Mitsubishi, Monitor 

Audio, Mordaunt/Short, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Nakamichi, 
Panasonic, Path, Philips, Pioneer, Project, QED, Quad, Rei, 
Rogers, Rotel, Sennheiser, Sony, Tannoy, Target, Technics, 

T DK, T horens, Wessex, Wharfedale, Yamaha. 

Ask about FREE delivery & FREE installation 
11-12 Market Place, Reading' Tel: 01734 583730 
18 King Street, Maidenhead' Tel: 01628 73420 
Princess Square, Bracknell' Tel: 01344 424556 
4 Priory Road, High Wycombe Tel: 01494 535910 
62 Northbrook Street, Newbury Tel: 01635 32474 
12a Park Square, Luton' Tel: 01582 459915 

*DEMONSTRATION ROOMS 

Agents for: 

TECHNICS, KENWOOD, ROTEL, NAK AMICHI, B&W, 
MORDAUNT SHORT, SONY, PANASONIC, MITSUBISHI, 

PHILIPS, AIWA, J.V.C., WHARFEDALE, INFINITY 

FREE DELIVERY • DEM ROOMS AT* 
37 Stoke Road, Slough SL2 5AH 

2521254 High Street, Slough SL 1 1 BN 

117/119 Oxford Road, High Wycombe HP11 2DN 
9 Market Street, Aylesbury HP20 2PN 
1 1 West Street, Mar1ow, Bucks SL7 2LF 

83 High Street, Maidenhead, Berks SL6 1JX 

20 Checuer Street, SI. Albans, Herts AL1 3YD 

1 1 Princess Square, Bracknell, Berks RG12 1 LS 

(017531538287 
(01753) 538288' 

(01494) 528605' 
(01296125119' 

(01628) 483555 
(01628) 778611 

(017271834046' 

(01344) 869898 

BIRMINGHAM 

Norman H. Field �t-?t 
Consultants for Home High Fidelity 

: �:.,: : �=����' 

I 
NAD 

I 
• Castle • Yamaha 
• Dual • Kenwood 
• Mordaunt-Short 
• Technics 

Two-year guarantee 
Private Listening Rooms 

HURST STREET 
BIRMINGHAM 85 4BJ 

Telephone: 0121-622 2323 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 

...... fi' 
01-494 531682 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE 

University Audio 
HI-FI SPECIALISTS 

MAIN AGENTS FOR: 
A.T.C. • AVI • QUAD • DENON • MISSION 

•ROTEL•MARANTZ•YAMAHA• 
MERIDIAN • DENSEN • LINN 

3DEMOROOMS 

TELEPHONE: 01223 354237 =ti•�l 
FACSIMILE: 01223 322079 -

To find out how you can reach 
1 00,000 discernable hifi buyers 

ring .Jennifer Phillips {0171) 917 7643 

DARLING TON 

lff.,f EXPERIENCE 
Mission • Cyrus • Denon • Arcam • KEF • NAD 
• Audiolab • Musical Fidelity • Quad • Marantz 
• Meridian • Tannoy • Thorens • TDL • Yamaha 

• Rote! • Rogers • Sony, etc 

BANG & OLUFSEN SOUND & VISION CENTRE DOL8Y DSP 
HOME Cl NEMA SPECIALISTS 

Britain's Top Specialist 
Hi-Fi Store 

17 Coniscliffe Road, 
DARLINGTON 

DL37EE 
Help Line 01325 481418 

EDINBURGH 

RUSS ANDREWS HI- FI 
34 Northumberland Street, Edinburgh. 

Telephone: 0131 557 1672 

Linn, Naim, Rega, Arcam, Rote!, Marantz, 
Nakamichi, Quad. Creek, Yamaha. 

Demonstrations. 
iiiii1i Open 1 0.00am-5.30pm, Sat IO.OOam-S,OOpm iiiiili 

Closed Monday, 

ESSEX 

Akai • Alphason • A ream* • B&W • Bang & Olufsen • Bose • Celestion • 

Dual• Harman Kardon • Kenwood • Quad* • Marantz • Mordaunt-Shon • 

NAD • Nakamichi* • Pioneer • Ruark • Sony • Wharfedale • Yamaha • 

* Epping and Saffron Walden on/) 
148 HIGH STREET • EPPlNG • TEL: (01992) 574242 

26 KING STREET • SAFFRON WALOEN • ESSEX • TEL: (01799) ;23728 
70 SOUTH STREET BISHOP'S STORTFORO • HERTS • TEL: (01279) 6;6401 

HERTFORDSHIRE 

Aiwa, Arcam, Aura, Base, B&W, Canon, Cerwin Vega, 
Denon, jamo, JPW, Ken wood, Marantz, Mission, 

NAD, Philips, Pioneer, Rogers, Rote!, Sennheiser, 
Tannoy, Target, Technics, T horens, Wharfedale. 

O% CREDIT AVAILABLE • FREE LOCAL DELIVERY 
12 YEARS SOUND ADVICE LASERDISC 

I• RII•,NDLY I'ROFI·.SSIONAL ADVICE 
WATFORD (0192:1) 22l:i 169 

I' LHi\K t t.K l'l.o\Lt., IIH;H SI Kt.E I. W o\ I'HIKJl 
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HERTFORDSHIRE 

ARCAM .CYRUS DENON KEF LINN PROAC QUAD 
REGA YAMAHA SONY NAIM ROKSAN 

HUMBERSIDE 

Lend us your ears and 
we'll blow your mind ... 
Audio Innovations, B & W, Celestion, Cyrus, 

Denon, Kenwood, Kef, Marantz, Michell, 
Mission, Meridian, Mordaunt-Short, AD, 

Nakamichi, Phi lips, Pioneer, Panasonic, Quad, 
Rote!, Sony, Tannoy, Technics, Wadia 

and more. 

Audition the very best at South Humberside's 
prem1er Hi-Fi dealer ... 

2-4 EDWARD STREET (Off Pasture St.) 
GRIMSBY. TEL: (01472) 351391 

IRELAND 

We Never Compromise On Quality 
"" Class6 1:> 

l-��.i 
� ; 
� � 

�� .o 

1#,/ttN ..:-.:.. 
55 Main St Blackrock Co Dublin Tel 2889449/2888477 

Fax 2834887- Open Tue/Sat 10am-6pm. Thur/Fri 'till 9pm 
Closed Monday 

KENT 

• ELECTRICAL 
DISCOUNT 
CENTRE 

SALES & SERVICE 

..IVC ALU 
"J''Khnlcw 

@PIONEER" 
B&W jamo 

... iill. .... -.... -
plus many more .. . 

BRANCHES AT 
The Broadway� 

Bexelyheat:h. Kent. 

Tel: (0181) 298 7880. 

Fax: (01474) 535 937 

138 Pelharn Rd. 

Gravesend. Kent 

Tel: (01474) 326600 

(01474) 569601 

LANCASHIRE 

mill !f_I-FI fJP�IAUff 
MONITOR I TECHNICS I SONY I PIONEER SOUND I PANASONIC I KENWOOD I DUAL 
I AIWA I CASTLE I QUAD IB&W I MARANTZ 
I SPENDOR I THORENS I ARCAM I ROTEL 
I WHARFEDALE I DENON I YAMAHA I TANNOY 
I PHILIPS CD I CELESTION I ROGERS 
I MORDAUNT SHORT I MONITOR AUDIO I JPW 
I TDL I AND MANY MORE 
t BIG DISCOUNT t TWO YEAR GUARANTEE ON HI-F I t 
t FREE HOME INSTA LLATION t EXCELLENT COMPARATOR 
DEMONSTRATIONS t PRIVATE LISTENING ROOM t 

CHORLEY {01257) 271935 
54 CHAPEL STREET, CHORLEY 

LEICESTERSHIRE 

MAX MUSIC! 
QUALITY AUDIO SYSTEMS 

' 11 
An alternative solution for the serious music lover 

SystemsbyATC AVI 
Eve/Home Dem & Pt ex facilities 

Leicester 01858 545416 (Evening calls welcome) 

LIVERPOOL & WIRRAL 

BETTER HI-FI 
The Essence of Music .. 

0% 
Finance 

16 COOK STREET 
LIVERPOOL L29RF 

m 0151227 5007 

Nairn Rega 
Arcam Kef 
Linn Royd 
Micromega 

Audiolab 
plus many rnore 
We -.dl gn::al 1-!i-Fi & 
�crvc excellent (·off<..'C 
.. Our aim is vour total sati.\fat..:'rion" 

HI Fl CHOICE 
lJOUr No .. 1 9-uide 
to bu1Jin9 HI Fi 

LONDON 

Auditofitim 
---------
ARCAM • BANG & OLUFSEN • CYRUS • DENON 

KEF • MICROMEGA • MISSION • NAIM AUDIO 

NfAT ACOU5nCS • PIONEER • REL • SHAHINIAN 

119 Middlesex Str·ect, London, c l 7jf. 
0 L7l 247 5000 

THE INNOVATIVE 
AUDIO/VISUAL 
HIFI RETAILER 
SERVING LONDON 
F ROM BATTERSEA 

ORANGES 
&LEMONS 
0171-924 2040/3665 
61/63 WEBBS ROAD, SW I I 

lff-Ff EXPERIENCE 
Mission • Cyrus • De no n • Arcam • KEF • NAD 
• Audiolab • Musical Fidelity • Quad • Marantz 
• Meridian • Tannoy • Tho re n s • TDl • Yamaha 

• Rotel • Rogers • Sony, etc 

BANG & OLUFSEN SOUND & VISION CENTRE DOLBY DSP 
HOME CINEMA SPECIALISTS 

ACOUSTIC ENERGY, AMC, APOllO. AUDIOLAB, AURA, 8&0, B&W, CANON. CASTLE, 

CHORD, DENON, DUAl. EVOlUTION, JPW. KEF, MARANTZ, MICROMEGA, MISSION, 

MONITOR AUDIO, MUSICAl FIDELITY. NAD, NAKAMICHI, ONIX, QUAD, REl. ROGERS, 

ROTEl, ROYD, SOUND STYLE, SYSTEMDEK, TARGET, TEAC, THORENS, VAN DEN HUl 

Two demonstration rooms. Free local delivery & installation. 

Repairs & Service. Closed Wednesday 

MANCHESTER 
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• 3 Demonstration Rooms 

• Home Trials 

• Home Cinema - lnstore Demonstration Theatre 

• Audio Visual Equipment 

• Evening Demonstrations by appointment 

• lnhouse Service Department 

• Mail Order Available 

WEST MIDLANDS 

' /?"'\ uality, Clarity, Expertise . .. 
\...ll and that's just the service!" 

• Interest Free Credit on Selected Items (Apr. 0%- Written details on request} 

MANCHESTER 

----- • --==. � <::> ..__. 
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NORFOLK 

Basically Sound of Norfolk 
STOCKISTS OF LEADING HI-Jo'l 

The Old School 
School Road 
Bracon Ash 

Norfolk 
Tel: (01508) 570829 

Acoustic Energy, A ream, Audio Alchemy, Audiolab, 
Creek, Denon, Epos, Heybrook, Micromega, Nairn, 

Nakamichi, Rote!, Royd, TDL, and others. 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 

THE AUDIO SHOP 
Appointed stockists of:-

DENON, ROTEL, MARANTZ, MOTH, 

JPW, PROJECT, PHILIPS 
Full range or accessories available. No appts required. Scr,•icc dept. 
Free installation. Home trials. Open !\·Ion-Sat 9-5.30. Weds 9-12.30 

Six Hill Street Raunds, Northamptonshire 
Telephone: 01933 622325 

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 

·� ������!Xi-��e�!r� 
A fresh approach to the World of Specialist Hi-Fi 

3 Demo Rooms inc. Home Cinema 
Pink£.. Audio Research, Micromega, SME, Meridian, Audion, CA 
Developments, Alchemist, Rotei/Michi, NVA, Ruark, Martin 
Logan, Monitor Audio, SO Michell, Lumley, Creek, Sonus Faber, 
Denon, C elestion, d.p.a. Jamo, Ortofon, Base + much more. 

Fn·endly service and advice in relaxed surroundings. 
First-Time Buyer to High End Enthusiasts 

EASY ACCESS FREE PARKING 

16-18A Eldon Street, Tuxford, Nr. Newark, Notts NG22 OLH 
Telephone (01777) 870372 Facsimile (01777) 870437 

• 

area m 
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denon 

OXFORDSHIRE 

SHROPSHIRE 

meridian 

mission 

naim audio 

nakamichi 

quad 

yamaha 

SHROPSHIRE HI-FI 
THE HI·FI AND AUDIOVISUAL SPECIALIST 

AUDIO TECHNICA, DELTEC, DENON, DUAL, INFINITY, 
KENWOOD, MARANTZ, MORDAUNT SHORT, MUSICAL 

FIDELITY, MONITOR AUDIO, ORTOFON, PIONEER, 
PROAC, QED, ROTEL, SONY, E S, TANNOY, TARGET, 
TEAC, THORENS, TOWNSHEND, WHARFEDALE, ETC. 

2 Demonstration Rooms, Free Parking, 
Free installation, Repairs, Credit A vai/able. 

SHROPSHIRE HI-FI , ST. MICHAEL'S 
STREET, SHREWSBURY 0743 232065 

SMC GROUP 

STRATFORD 

You can come and visit us at: 

25 HENLEY STREET, 
STRATFORD CV37 6QW 

Contact Dirk or Jamie on: 

Tel/Fax No. (01789) 414533 

We are stockists of the leading 
HiFi brands including: 

AR C AM , SON Y, PANASONIC, NAKAMICHI, B&W, 

PIONEER, TECHNICS, DENON, NAD, MARANTZ, ROTEL, 

MUSICAL FIDELITY, MONITOR AUDIO, MISSION, TANNOY, 

ONK YO, KEF , QUAD, TDL & SENNHEISER, YAMAHA, 

CELESTION, A C O USTIC RESEARCH, AUDIOQU EST, 

MONSTER, TARGET, BE YER, SYSTEMDEK 

0% Finance is available on selected products 
and all major credit cards accepted. 

We also have a Demonstration Room and Service Facilities. 

Monday to Saturday 9.30- 5.30. 
Late night Wednesday 

"Where friendfv service stiffs counts!" 

SURREY 

�Y.���'!J:!lFL� -·· 

GODSTONE (01883) 744755 

YAMAHA 

MUSICAL FIDELITY 

QUAD • JPW 

AUDIOLAB • BOSf 

REL • TDL • KEF 

TUBE TECHNOLOGY 

TANNOY • DENON 

NAKAMICHI 

THORENS • TARGET 

MARANTZ • MICHEU 

SENNHEISER 

BEYER HEADPHONES 

SOUND STYLE 

VAN DEN HUL CABLES 

CABLE TALK 

SUFFOLK 

SUSSEX 

WORTHING AUDIO 
20 Teville Gale, W. Sussex. RNII IUA Tcl: (01903) 212133 

The friendly shop with Jlte best sound systems in rhe Sow h. 

Friendly advice • 3 yr guarantees • easy parking 

Open Mon-Sm 10am-6prn Lme nigh1 Wed 7:30pm 

Agenicies include: A ream, Exposure. JPW. Naim Audio, 

Maralll:, Ore/le, Origin Live. Rttark, Audio Tee/mica, 

Target. TDL, Tripod. Kinshaw Electronics and many more. 

WEST SUSSEX 

PHASE 3 HIFI 
THE SOUTH'S LEADING HI·Fl SPECIALISTS 

Listening Rooms • Dt..'tlicatl'£1 'Home Cinema' IJI.'mOIL�Imtion Room 

ADCOM • ARCAM • B&W • CASTLE • CELESTION • DENON 

HEY BROOK • KEF • REFERENCE • KENWOOD • LEXICON· MARANTZ 

MERIDIAN • MONITOR AUDIO • NAD • SHE,\RNE • SPENDOR • TANNOY 

THORENS • YAMAHA • including all 'Home Cinrma' producb 

215 TARRING ROAD. WORTHING. WEST SUSSEX llNII 41-1\V iiiil TEI.EI'HONE: (01903) 245577 iiiil 

For full Product Listings of Specialist Dealers in your area, 
check out the DEALER DIRECTORY. If they're not in it, they're not with it! 

• 



Dealer Guide 

unbiased advice? 

Want wide choice of Hi-Fi and 

Home Cinema? 

Want help, not technotalk? 

Want a shop that will help you 

to listen, offers installation, 

extended warranty and 7-day 

exchange? 

Well you've found us-
and we're blowing our own trumpet! 

� Sheffield (0114) 2756048 � 
- and 

� _. Rotherham (01709) 370666 

To find out more about 
advertising in the finest HiFi 

magazine in the world, 
call Jennifer Phillips on 

(0171) 917 7643 

YORKSHIRE 

On permanent demonstration exclusively in Yorkshire and the North East of 
England- ATC; SCM10, SCM20, SCM20 Tower, SCMSOA and SCM100A, 
ATC, AV International, Bryston Amplifiers, Castle York, Chester & Howard, 

Concordant, Chord SPM Power Amplifiers, Equinox, Harbeth Acoustics, 
JPW, Sequence loudspeakers, Marantz, Michell Gyrodec, Michi, Ortofon 

premier range. Rotel, Sansui reference grade fully balanced DC players and 
integrated amplifiers, SME, Spender. Target. TEAC. Townshend Seismic 

Sink. QED, van den Hul, The Fairs! & The Second Cables. 
Demonstrations by arrangement in LEEDS, or in your own home without 

obligation. For further details contact JOHN BLEAKLEY. Phone/fax LEEDS 
(01132) 528850 (evening calls welcome) 

Part Exchange and Second Hand Equipment available. 

TEAC® MICHI spendor � 
�tyBallncldSCiund 

yp..MAHA 
LJNN NAIM REGA ARCAM QUAD oENON ctll 

p..UOIOLAB CASTLE HEYBROOK NAKAMI y 
MARANTZ KEF TARGET ACOUSTIC EN ERG 

THE HI-FI EXPERTS 
2B-+ Clo� . ..,op Houd Shd"ficld S I 0 :!liS 

le/ 01 14:! 7;37893 
81 i'\\•j lwr· I la II Bo:.HI Dnru·aslcr· I)N'l 2QA 

!cl tll :102 :121421 

_ ................... • .. 1 ... =-sM 11 =t:�=J =t ; \'A t3 =t--J 
LUXURY LOUDSPEAKERS 

GJ OO&�[Q)@rn3 
MINIATURE LOUDSPEAKERS 
DESIGN AND MANUFACTURE OF MINIATURE 

LOUDSPEAKERS AND SYSTEMS 

DESIGN & DEVELOPMENT STUDIO 
11 PEN FOLD COTIAGES 
PENFOLD LANE 
HOLMER GREEN 
BUCKS, HP15 6XR 
(01494) 714058 & FAX 

BANDOR DRIVERS 
e All Aluminium Anodised Cones. 
e Exceptional Transient. 
e Any one loudspeaker covers 2/3rds of 

musical spectrum. 
e Power handling - 35 watts/1 00 watts 

(RMS). 
e Humidity Proof. 
e Passive & Active Crossovers. 
e 35 years experience. 

REVOX & STUDER 

EAST MIDLANDS AUDIO 
PROFESSIONAL DEALERS FOR 

STUDER- REVOX 
SALES • SERVICE • SPARES 
REVOX A77 MK IV . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . HS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  £400.00 
REVOX A700 TWO TRACK . . . . . . . .... . . .. . .. . . .... . . ... £700.00 
REVOX 877 MK 11 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . HS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  £900.00 
REVOX 8150 AMPLIFIER. . .... £&50.00 
REVOX B77MK 11 .. . . . . . . . . . .. · ·.·.·.·. ·.·.· ·Hs; · NEW ... £2000.00 
REVOX H ONE CASSETTE.. . .... £900.00 
REVOX 8160 FM TUNER . . .. . . . . ... . .. . . . . . . . . .. ... . . £700.00 
REVOX 8215 CASSETTE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  £1400.00 
REVOX 8780 RECEIVER . . . . . . . . .. .. . . .. .. . . £&00.00 
REVOX B215S CASSETTE . . . . . . .. . .  NEW . .. .. . . . . .  £1800.00 
REVOX B260S TUNER ... . . . . . . .. . . . .  NEW .. . .. . .. . .  £1200.00 
REVOX 8242 POWER AMP . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. . ... £800.00 
REVOX 8252 PRE AMP.... . ..... £800.00 
REVOX C221 PRO CD .................................. £1200.00 
STUDER ABO TWO TRACK . . .. . ... . . . . . .. .. . . . . .. £2500.00 
REVOX 8790 TURNTABLE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .  £300.00 
STUDER A724 TUNER ... . . . . . . . . . NEW . . . ... . . .. £3000.00 
REVOX 8126 CD PLAYER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. £550.00 
STUD ER 867 TWO TRACK. . . ...... £1200.00 
REVOX G36 TWO TRACK . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  £900.00 
REVOX G36 HIGH SPEED . . . . . . . . . . . £1600.00 
REVOX ACTIVE CUBE . . .. . . . . . .. . £1000.00 
STUD ER D730 PRO CD . . . . .. . . .. . . .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  £2800.00 
REVOX E36 TWO TRACK ............................... £600.00 

PART EXCHANGE AND EXPORT WELCOME CD R SERVICE AVAILABLE 

TEL 01246 275479 FAX 01246 550421 

HIFI ACCESSORIES 

KLIPSCH 
Horn loudspeakers - a legend 

in sound for over 50 years, 
KLIPSCH hi-efficiency speakers 

are used in many studios, 
top hi-fi and stage systems. 

FOR DETAILS CALL 
(0121) 430 7817 

To find out more about advertising 
in the finest HiFi magazine in the 

world, call Jennifer Phillips 
on (0171) 917 7643 

KIT LOUDSPEAKERS 

WilmslowT Audio 
WIDE RANGE OF HIFI EQUIPMENT 
Drive units and Kit loudspeakers 

ATC. Celestion. Coles. Dynaudio. KEF. Jordan. 
Morel. RCL. Peerless. Scanspeak. Seas. Volt. 

Over 30 kits. 4 demonstration rooms. 

No appts necessary. Closed Mondays 

Send for free catalogue. Major Coedit Cords accepted 

Wellington Close .
. 

Porkgote Trading Estate. 
Knutsford. Cheshire WA 16 BDX. Dept HFC. 

Telephone (01565) 650605 Fax (01565) 650080 

REVOX SERVICING 

REV OX SERVICE 
A77, B77, PR99 

For fully guaranteed professional service 
and repairs, call RamTek. 

Tel: (0181) 207 6159. Fax: (0181) 953 1118 
Suite 33, Kinetic Centre, Theobald 

Street, Borehamwood, Herts WD6 4SE 

AUDIO CABLES 

!Le���i!=.��u�i=-..;; JADE 
"Crystal clear sound comes from 

this brilliant interconnect" 
"A great upgrade" 

VERDICT***** What Hi-Fi, Feb 1995 

£21.00 (inc. p&p) only available direct 

49 BISHOPS ROAD, PETERBOROUGH PE1 SAP 
TEL/FAX 0733 897379 EVENING CALLERS WELCOME 



Classic G£oice 
QUALITY SECOND HAND H 1-FI 

Nestorovic At monoblocks ... .. .... m1nt 5111 . ... ... £1995 Apogee Duela Sig ... .. .. .. . ... mirll Sl1l . .... £1995 Audio Static ES 100/SW 100 ......... m111t Slh . .... . £2995 Micromega Trio transport.... . . .  as new .... .... £1995 
Na11Tl52 /135JCDS .. ..mmt shl . .. .  £6995 ApogeeOrvatOax ........ ............. m1ntSI1l . ...... £4995 LinnKantt . ... mmtSih ...... ... £295 Micromega Duo BS dac ... . .... .... mmt shl .... . . .. £295 
Nam82 /2 H iCa�SO .. .. . ............. mmtS/tl ... .. £3400 Apogee Caliper Sig . ....... .... .... ... m1ntSI1l ... . £1695 KEF105 .3 ... . ..... as new . . .  £1295 PierelumeJVSME V ..... . . . .  MINTSIH ... £1995 
Copeond CTA 401 .......... ....... ..... m1n1 >11 ..... .... . £995 Apogee Slage .... .... ......... mol >11, as row £149�1795 QUAD ESL63 .............................. . m1n1 >11 .. .. . £1495 ALPHASON SYMPH ONY !HR lOO 5 MCS 
Audion3008Expon(mudlmproved).mmt sfh .... £1895 Magneplanar2 .5R .. . ....... . .......... m1ntslh .......... £995 Mar11.levinson30 .5!31 ................... m1nt shl . . .. £14995 Atlas p .s .u .  _ . ..... ..... ....... ... .. . .. mmtslh ...... £1295 

Te!: 01813921959 Fax:Oih!J9] 1994 
Ma�LevU1SOI1No29 ..... .... .......... mml>ll .. ...... £2500 Sonusfab€r ExlrematSTDS ....... minl>ll ........ £4250 Mar�Levinson31 transporl .. ......... minl>ll . . .. £4995 RoksanXe�es!RB2501 xps2 ... .... minl>ll .. .... .. £550 JadisJP80 MC ........ ..... .... .... ..... as new .......... £7995 lnfinity iRS BETA . ......... .... ......... mints!r ... ... £4995 Wadia 15 D to A  ... . . . . .. ....... .... x·dem . . . . . £2250 
Albany408 monblocks .. . .. .... vgc . ... .. ..... .. . £395 MartinloganAerius ... . ... ... . . .... as new . ....... £1695 Wadia20 trans!X)n ...... .... .......... x-<lem . ........ £3500 MicheiGyrodec . ... ·· ....... . · .... . mintslh .......... £295 

Goklmt.nd Mimesis 3 ... . . . ... .. .. m1nt fAl .... .. . £2995 ATC SCM 100 passive . . .... ......... nun! slh ....... £2495 Merdian 206 DeltaiS19ma .............. mint Slh... ... .£650 linn LP12/Cirrus/Ekos ... · ·--mint Sih .. · .. · £995 
ComadJohnson Premtt ............... m�ntS/tl .. ...... £2450 lmpuseH2 ..... .... ..... ................... as new ........ £1695 Pnmore204+Remote .... .... .... . ... . mlnts\J"I ........ £3500 Manlicore Mantra .... ..m1nt sJr . ... . .. £250 

Equipment bought or part exchanged. 

Full demonstration facility by appointment. 

Major credit cards are accepted. 

9.30am to 8.00pm 7 days 
ConradJohnson Prem 10.... . ... mUll sht ... . . . £2450 Proac Studio 100 .. .... .... ......... .... as new .. ..£495 Wadia 3200transport ·-·-· . . . . .... m1nt Slh .... . . . £995 TNT MK111Stand/ET11 

Tesserac Tamp 60 Ref. monoblcds .x-dem .... .... £3995 Lmn Sara + Stds .. .... .... ..... .... . .. m1nt silt .... .. . £295 Accuphase DP 70 ... .. . ..... mmt s\J"I ... ... £3995 Sme Series v ... .. as new ............ £895 
CLASSE OR6 PRE·AMP .. . . . .... as new . ........ £2800 SD Aoousti<:s SD3 .. ...... ....... .... as new ... . .... £295 Arcam Alptla Plus .......... ......... ...... mint sJh . .. . .. . £225 Koetsu Red .. ............... .... ....... ... mmt slh .. ....... £395 

Jadis JA 500 (new tubes/service) ......... ............. . mint s/h ... .. . . .  £10995 Audio Research SP14 .. .......... .... m1n!Sih ........ £1995 So1us FaDer E!ecta Amators ......... ffilnt slh ... ..... £1795 Revox H2 ... ...... .. ... .................... as new .... . ... £595 A\XIio Note 110... .. . . . . .. . .. as new . .... ..... £895 
Jadis0ety7 . .. ... ... ..................... asnew ................ £3.500 SomcFrontiers SFL-1 pre ............. mUllS/h .. .. .... £795 Proac EBS+Stds ....................... mlnt slr ......... £995 Mendian606 D to A  ..... . .............. mintS /h .... ... £695 

Lyra Ciauls.... . . .. as new _ .. £695 

��:�
i��;A��ne; -���:.:·: ... ........ ....... :.:.::::::.::::::��:: _:·::::::::::·::.�� ���: =���-S ;·ooo-�;� ::::·::·��:: :::·:·::� ��� ��;a\�T-�� :: .. :.:.::.::::::::::-�i�JM;�-��;:� :i��;oES:M·K,,--: .. :.:::::.:::::.::::��:: ::: ::::·:��� Lyra L�ian ...... . .. .... ... . .. .... . .. as new . .. ....... £395 

KreiiKSASO... . . .. .. .. .. . mint:Jtl .. .... .... . .  £1695 TesseracTalaRefpre·amp ... . ...... x-dem ........... £3995 CelestiooSL600 Si .. . . ...... ........ m1nt� .......... £450 Merdian263 Deita S1Qma .............. m1nt:Jtl ....... £295 LinnKiyde ..... ... . ....................... mimS/h .......... £295 

KreiiKSAIOO . .. .. . .... .... ..... .. ................... .... minl s'n .. .... ..... ... £1595 Audio research SP9 ... .. ................ min1Sih .......... £895 SplcaTCSO . .... ........ . .................. x-<iem ............. £350 StaxTalem D to A  ... .. . ...... ........ m1nt sfn ... .... . £795 LiMArklV.... . .mmtslh .. . .. .. £695 

Jeff Aowland model! (x2 bndged mono) ............ m1111 srn ...... ..... .... . £2995 C .A .T .  SLI.... .. .... . . . .. ..... ... mUltS/h ........ £3300 Spk:a Angelus .. ............................. x.cJem ............. £895 Teac T 700 Transpon ..... ............... mint sh1... .. £695 Klnstlaw Phono Stage--- · · · --· mmt sill. .. . -- · £295 
Lumley Stereo 70 ............... ................................. as new ... .... ..... ... £1395 Burrnester 808 p'loool!ine .......... ... mint Sill ... .... . £2500 Audio Note Ank + Stds .................. mint� .... ..... £295 Wadia 16 . . ... . . .. .......... as new ......... £5995 VPl16 .5117 Record cleaning mic ... as new . ... £4501750 
Coorad Jotmson MV 50 ... .. . . ....... .. .. ..... ......... mint iJtl .. .... .... .... £795 Meridian OSP 565 .. . ... ..... . ..... ... as new ......... £1500 Sonus FaDer Minima Amators ........ m1nl S ih .......... £995 Meridian 565 OSP . . .... ......... .... as new ... .... £1500 NakamlcluCR3 E ... . .. m1nt Sill ... . .. . £295 
Cadence M2 JMA2 prelmonoblocks . . .... .... .. . .. xdem . ........ . .. .... £1995 Musical Fidelity P38 .... .. . .  mint Sill . .. . .. £275 Acoustic Energy AEt + Stds ... ....... as new . ... .. £795 Unn Karik/Numerik ..... ..... ............. mmt sm .... .. . £1495 SME Series 20/SME V.... .. .. m1nt sih .... . . £2450 

HEATHERDALE AUDIO LTD 
WE HAVE THREE COMFORTABLE DEMONSTRATION 

LOUNGES WHERE YOU CAN AUDITION 
CLEARAUDIO • AUD+ONOTE • KRELL• AUDIO RESEARCH • KLIPSCH • MARTIN LOGAN • 

SONUS fABER • ACOGEE • THErA • SME • COPLAND • VOYD • MAGNEPLANAR • 

LUMLEY REFERENCE • CREEK • ROTEL • EMF • HEY6R00K • CAT • SASIS • LUMLEY 

MONITOR • MAGNUM/DYNALAS • GRAHAM and much more 

THIS MONTHS PRE-OWNED BARGAINS 
Audionote Neiro (�lver) ex.<femo ... £6950 
Audi_onote Ongaku ex-demo ....... £27,500 
MuSKal Fidel!tY P180 p/amp & psu .. £895 
���:�:: �:�:::� �1�ri�i���p::::::::::g�6 
Audio Innovations 1st Audio ............. £995 
Audio Innovations 1000 pre-amp ..... £995 
Audio Innovations 200 power amp ... £295 
Audio lnno�ations 800 MC transformer..£120 
UnnLP12 ... . . ... ....... £395 
Wadia X32 DAC ................................ £795 
Sony 702 DAC... .............................. .£195 
Unn_ LP12/SME/Ort.MC20 cartridge .£795 

��
o
�����/�����rto��s�-�ke;s·.-.i�� 

Tannoy Buckingham L oudspeake� .£1295 
Pioneer CT93 Refererrce Cass'deck .... £550 
Unn Sara speake:s .. .. .................. £275 
Diamond AcoustiC. Ref.2' inc.. stands..£995 

lumley 120 monoblocks (switchable) .. £2795 
CtASSE'DR-8 Stereo r amp .... ...... £1200 
Nakamichi 1000 Z.X.l cassette deck (rare) .. .. USOO 
M<19nep<m SMGb speakers (new) . . ..... £790 
Audio Research 0400 amp (ex·demo) .£ 4750 
M ichell lSO phono stage ................. .£295 
Audio Innovations 1000 MC transformer £250 
Merid�an105rnonoblocksl101 pre--amp .... £59S 
TanbergTD20A 7'/l/15ips reel to reei .. B95 
PioneerPD 5010 CDPiayer .............. £120 
Audionote ANK speakers (ex·demo) .£395 
Quad 40S power amp/4 4 pre-amp .. .£395 
Audionote DAC 3 Sign ature (ex demo).£ 1995 
TeacPSOOCD transport ....................... £450 
Nakami<hi 682IJ..3head cassettedeck.£395 
Musi<al Fidel ity A200 int. amplifter ...... £295 

MAIN DEALERS FOR QUAD 
VISA SWITCH MASTER CARD WELCOME 

WE TAKE PART EXCHANGE ON NE\N & USED STOCK 

TEL: {01903) 872288 or (01860)660001 After houn 
FAX: (0190!) 8722!4 

202 Flndon Road, Worthing, W. Sussex BN14 OEJ 

HIFI EXCHANGE 

Can't find what you 
are looking for . .  '? 

THE HI Fl EXCHANGE 
Whether buying or selling Audiophilie 
equipment register your requirements with 
us now. All enquiries are entered on our 
sophisticated database where equipment 
matching takes place. A complete cata­
logue of equipment wanted and for sale, 
available weekly, is free* to anyone both 
here and abroad. The "Hi Fi Exchange" is 
continually updated and is the most 
comprehensive source of second hand and 
x-demo equipment anywhere. 

• First issue free to advertisers. Subscriptions available by post 

TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME 

CHOICE Too 
(0181) 392 1959 
(0181) 392 1963 
(0181) 392 1994 

Sale of ex-demonstration equipment 
Klipsch Forte 11 - walnut ... 

Arcam Delta 2 - black 

UKD Calles 11 + stands - walnut 

.£1000 

.. £200 

.. £900 

Meridian Argent 2 - black .£400 

Rotel RCD 965 BX CD player .£200 

Rote! RCD 965 BX LE. discrete ........... £300 

Sugden A25B amp .. £200 

Moth 30- passive pre/power ...... £275 

Shearne Phase 11 with ph ono .. £500 

Teac VRDS 10- CD player .. £650 

Musical Fidelity F22/R15 ....... £2500 

TEL & FAX 
01284 72337 

Rote! RT 930 AX - tuner ... . .£125 

LFD MMC - MM/MC phono stage .£300 

Kinshaw Perception SA- MM/MC phono ... £600 

Michel Argo - pre amp . . . . . . . . . . . .£550 

Project 6- turntable + MC15 

Pink Triangle Export & turntable 

.. £350 

.£700 

Pink Triangle Original - DAC .. £650 

Van de Hul Revolution - 5 metre pair .. £400 

Transparent Audio Music ware - 12ft. pr . ... £ 250 

Sound Audio- valve hybrid pre/power s/h .£600 

- Hi-Fi choice recommended 

� �U�C!AT�T�E� 
I 0 

BURY St. EDMUNDS, 
SUFFOLK IP33 IRG 

End of line REAL HI· Fl bargains 
MOREL 602 SUGDEN A28 

Compact sland n)Ount 
monitor loudspeaker. Easy to 
drive with remarkably deep. 

clean bass. 

Built in Ipswich to an 
exceptional standard. 

Originally retailed at £ 1300 
and were very well reviewed 
at that price (see back of this 

magazine). 

Few remaining samples in 
light oak to clear at an 

amazing price: 

Classic best selling export 
model. 40 watts class AB 

amp with lots of class A from 
lhe inventors of transistorised 

class A. Hand built in 
Heckmondwikc, Yorkshire 

from recycled Land Rovers. 
Similar to the current A21 A. 

£299 line £349 Phono 

SUGDEN A25 
Current RRP £299 with 

phono stage . . Hand built as 
above, silly price 

5?Lrion 'EOS 
The power amplifier (with 

S S volume control) version of hi-d ,or grown-ups 
the well reviewed Elecktra Signals is an authorised retailer for 
integrated valve amplifier. a wide range of solid state, valve. 

For use with pre amp, passive analogue and digital products. 
controller. simple input 

Sec the advertisement in dealer 
switch box or. for single 

source. nothing at all. guide (Suffolk) for further details. 

Built in Belfast. offering l8 All goods advertised are new and 

wans of pure class A. Audio boxed with full manufacturers 

note transformers, ultra high warraruy. Copies of reviews 

quality components available on request. 

throughout. These arc genuine reductions on the 

Originally retailed at £899 very last few items- cg only six 

/c;;'fu�:-=--
A
�

rio
:

n. EOS's remain 

£549 per pair £199 £599 
��£����p�S ! Fde? A 48's 00;) 

Telephone Ipswich (01473) 622866 ----�.:.::�" "":_'"or Prtces/specs. / 

TRADE IN YOUR OLD MOVING COIL(S) FOR A BRAND NEW ONE. THE AMOUNTS 

SHOWN IN BRACKETS ARE WHAT YOU CAN SAVE COMPARED WITH THE 

NORMAL SELLING PRICE. PLEASE PHONE OR WRITE FOR EXACT PRICES. THE 

EXACT PRICE WILL DEPEND ON HOW MANY AND WHAT TYPE OF CARTRIDGE 

YOU WISH TO TRADE IN. MOVING MAGNETS CANNOT BE TRADED IN. 

OTHER MODELS £POA 
BEYER 
DT911 £POA 

DT901 £POA 

IRS890 LPOA 

I can also supply: 
Conrad Johnson 

Kuzma 
Benz Micro 

Muse 
Wheaton Music 

MCCormack 
Expressive Technologies 

E.A.D. 

CARTRIDGES 
ORTOFON 

AUDIO TECHNICA 

DYNAVECTOR 

GOLDRING 

ARCAM 

STANTON 

IRS790 £POA 

DT81 1 LPOA 

DT801 LPOA 

OTHER MODELS fPOA 

MARANTZ 
CD PlAYERS 

CASSETTE DECKS 

AMPLIFIERS 

RECEIVERS 



Reader Classified 
ACOUSTIC ENERGY AE3 with AE stands £850. 
Albarry AP4 £175 or swap Second audios. York 

(01904) 763157 

ACOUSTIC ENERGY AE2, dedicated stands, as 
new, £800 ono. John, Epsom (01372) 740905 

ARCAM Delta 70.3 CD player. VGC, little used 
and boxed, £350. Details Bolton (01204) 811021 

AUDIO INNOVATIONS 2nd Audio triodes & Series 
200 pre with phono stage (£3400) £1300. Audio 
Note E-SPx spkrs. light oak, matching stands 
£995, Roksan Artemiz Shiraz, rosewood, £990. 
Ian(01628)788502 

AUDIOLAB 8000A £380, Onix OA22 £235. Nairn 
NAT 03 tuner, £400. Cyrus One, £180. All mint. 
West Sussex (01342) 324825 

AUDIOLAB 8000DAC Mid, award winner. Box & 
manual, £370 ono. Can dem. Nr Bristol (01934) 
813666 

BANG & OLUFSEN Beogram CD6500 & master 
control panel 6500, £650 ono. Colchester (01206) 
768918 

CANON S50 speakers new, boxed, £250 ono. 
Notts (01623) 553240 

CHAPMAN valve power amplifier. Refurbished by 
Definitive Audio, Partridge Transformers. etc. 
Ideal partner for horn speakers. Excellent condi­
tion. £575 ovno. Mark, Devon (01752) 691273 

CHORD SPM900 power amp, £850. Shinon Red 
cartridge, £150. Nait amp, old type, £150. 
E Sussex (01323) 761095 

CHORD 1000 power amp, 250Wfch. Rave reviews, 
mint. £1200 (list £2400). Essex (01206) 825887 

CYRUS 11 plus PSX amp & tuner exc. cond. £200. 
Arcam Alpha 6 amp, 13 mnths old, £180. B&W 
Rock Solid speakers, grey. £100. B&W Solid Team 
bass subwoofer black case station. (new £350) 
£150. Stockport (0161) 4499980 

DENON DL-304 MC cartridge, new/unused, £120. 
North Wales (01286) 871959 

DENON DCD1500 COP full remote inc volume 
£150. Wilts (01285) 862056 

EPOS ES14 speakers in black ash, perfect condi­
tion, would cost £585 today. Sell for £325. Potters 
Bar, (01707) 652985 

HI-FI CHOICE binders & 42 back issues, 74-98 & 
112-127, mint condition, £45. Michael (01935) 
22208 

INFINITY RS4B 107x37x28cm hwd. 2x8in, 
Polydome, Emit. Dark oak, big sound, £400 ono, 
Surrey(01252)793093 

JUPITER amplifier, as new (unused), 2 year guar­
antee. Superb 'valve sound', a specialist amplifi­
er. Cost £320, accept £200. Devon (01395) 445256 

KEF 104/2 speakers, walnut, bi-wired, £650. Quad 
34/606 prefpower amplifier, £550. Thorens TD-
12511. SME 3009 imp arm, A & R P77, £250. Sony 
TC-K cassette deck, £70. Uxbridge (01895) 271953 

UNN lsobariks, stands. 6ft NAC A4 a bargain, 
£650. Audiotechnica OC9 brand new. £160. 
RC870,RB850,£250. Swansea(01792)280061 

UNN Kairn £900, Kabers £750, LKlOO £375, 
Keilidh £400. As new. Telford (01952) 502097 

UNN Karik/Numerik CD playerfDAC, £1650, 
LK100, £350 power amp. Glasgow (0141) 638 4400 

LINN LP12/Ittok/Clyde (new), £750, PA2 speakers 
(was £230), £85 ono. Ben, Oxon (01869) 338878 

LS35A speakers by RAM. Linn Kan Mid stands, 
very good condition £250. Herts (01992) 465802 

MAGNEPLANAR SMGa panel speakers oak/off­
white, £395. Bucks (01628) 476119 

MARANTZ CD-41 £85. AT-5 cartridge £39. Musical 
Fidelity MC2 speakers +quality stands, £175. 
Beds(01234)855095 

MARANTZ CD-63 £190, Magnum MF250 power 
amp 125Wrms. £195 (£550). Denon DCD1520, 
£190 (£550). Linn lsobariks/stands/£750. (01206) 
861457 

MARANTZ CD72 player £210. Technics SUA900 
amp £300. Akai GX67 3-head cassette £165. Berks 

(01753) 529354 

MERIDIAN M20 active speakers. mint, with bal­
anced leads, walnut. Surrey (0181) 689 6855 eves 

MICROMEGA Stage 1 £360. Aura VAlOO 
Evolution, £220, Marantz DD-82 DCC player, 
£160. Sheffield (01742) 685795 

MISSION Cyrus 2 amp, 2 years, £175. Sony XS339 
CD player, 2 years, £225. Staffs (01827) 287742 

MUSICAL FIDELITY pre-amp & power supply, 
VGC, boxed, new £1300, asking £530. Bolton 

(01204) 811021 

MUSICAL FIDELITY FCD CD player (as new) £950. 
Cheshire (0161) 437 8636 

NAIM Hi Cap, 7 months old, 30 hrs use. £500. 
Worcester (01886) 821577 

NAIM IBL spkrs, latest spec, as new, cost £900 
only £395. Warrington (01925) 491075 

NAIM NAC42, SNAPS, NAP90, £450. Audio 
Technica OC9 Cart brand new £160. Wanted: 
Cyrus PSX DPA 50s £500. (01792) 280061 

NAIM 32.5 pre-amp with 'K' boards, good condi­
tion, £225. Surrey (0181) 665 6183 eves/weekends 

NAKAMICHI Dragon cassette deck, mint condi­
tion, boxed cfw manuals. New £2350, accept 
£1200 ovno. Mark. Devon (01752) 691273 

QUAD 34/306, accessories exc. cond. £300 ono, 
may swap. Dundee (01382) 205393 

QUAD 67 CD player £570. Audio Innovations 
Series 500 £450. Ruark Talisman 2 £399. Exeter 

(01404) 814188 

PINK TRIANGLE Anniversary turntable, battery 
PSU. Silver-wired SME V arm. Exc condition, 
£2.250. W London 0181-743 0559 (Ansaphone) 

PINK TRIANGLE Ordinal DAC £590. Tannoy 611 
speaker £250. Mission DADS Trichord clock 2 
£200. Interconnects £40. All boxed £1000 the lot. 

(01874) 665488 

PIONEER A400, little use, as new, boxed with full 
instructions, £170 ono. (0181) 659 4294 

PIONEER M73 power amp, boxed with instruc­
tions, £350. Systemdek 935 speakers, boxed, 
£275. Both lovely. Glasgow (0141) 881 1748 

QED C300/P300 prefpower amps, mint condition, 
boxed, Northampton (01604) 700704 

PROAC Studio 3 flrstnd speakers. black ash, VGC, 
£650 ono. London (0181) 908 4633/952 2044 

REVOX B77 Midi reel to reel lots of tapes, mint 
condition £400. Birmingham (0121) 477 3754 

ROKSAN L2 pre-amp £450. Roksan Sl power amp 
£795, as new. £1200 the pair. Cornwall (01326) 
564879 

TANNOY 607 spkrs, dedicated Tannoy stands, 
good condition £165. Luton (01582) 419890 

SONY 690 OAT, new, £390. Sony portable 
DAT{fCD 03 mint condition, £400. Nairn NAT 01 
tuner, new, boxed, £590. Glos (01452) 611917 

SPENDOR SP2/2spkrs, teak, Target stands £395, 
Linn LKlOO power amp, 7 months old £450, Linn 
LK400 bi-wire cable, 2x6m £140, Linn Intek amp 
£295. Norwich(01603)36203 

TANNOY Arden speakers, dual cone, adjustable 
crossover, walnut, £300. Norfolk (01508) 492562 

TANNOY J95 floorstanders, Deflex panelled, awe­
some, £390. AV! S2000MP pre-amp, £530. Cardiff 

(01222) 499561 

THORENS TD160/R200 armfGoldring 1012 £100 
ono, A&R A60 amp £100 ono. Bristol (0117) 946 
7767 

WANTED Arcam Delta 150 Nicam tuner. John, 
Lanes (01524) 65201 ext 3349 (voicemail - leave 
your number, I will ring back) 

WANTED Hi-Fi Choice 1970/80, Hi Fi News 
1950/60, Avantic amp DL7.35, pre-amp SPL12, 
Leak TL12, quality transcription arm, good audio 
valves. 1JM, Thorverton, Exeter (01392) 860182 

WANTED Nairn NAP 250, NAC 82. Paul, Liverpool 
(0151) 342 1786 

WANTED Son us Faber spkrs. !an (01628) 788502 

WANTED Tandberg cassette deck 600 series. 
Bucks (01908) 377685 eves or leave messag 

Place an advert in Hi-Fi Choice for just £5 
Write your advert in block capitals on the coupon below, and send it to us at the address shown 
together with a cheque for £5 made payable to Dennis Publishing Ltd. The advert will appear for one 
issue only and must be no more than 90 characters long, including all spaces and your phone number. 
Reader Classifieds are for the use of private individuals only and adverts from dealers will not be 
accepted. All Reader Classified adverts will be printed subject to available space, and Dennis 
Publishing Ltd accepts no liability for the accuracy of the information contained therein, nor any con­
sequence arising from it, nor for any minor typographical errors. We reserve the right to amend or 
refuse adverts at the Editor's discretion and we cannot guarantee that an advert will be inserted in a 
specific issue. Adverts for the June issue must be submitted by Friday April 21st. 

Name ................................................................. . 

Address ............................................................ .. 

............................... Tel no ................................. . 

Please return the completed coupon to: 
Hi-Fi Choice, Reader Classifieds, 19 

Bolsover Street, London WlP 7HJ. BLOCK 
CAPITALS ONLY PLEASE! 

1 11111 1 1 1 111 1 11 I 11111111111111 



From the publishers ofHi-Fi Choice ... \ 

LAUNCH ISSUE ON SALE 6 APRIL 



CHOICE 
RECORDINGS 
This month we've singled out five 

superb jazz COs, taken from our four­

disc selection offered to subscribers 

(see page 30). We will be offering 

more of these excellent discs over the 

next few months. These classic discs 

are offered at only £9.99 each, 

including postage and packing. 

-=--- THELONIOUS 
MONK/SONNY 
ROLLINS 
Friday The 13th; 
Work; Nutty; The 
Way You Look 
Tonight; I Want To 
Be Happy 
with }ulius 

Watkins, Percy Heath, Tommy Potter, Wi/lie 
}ones, Art 8/akey, Arthur Toy/or 
OJCCD 059 

JOHN LEE HOOKER 
The Country Blues 
of John Lee Hooker 
Black Snake; How 
Long Blues; 
Wobblin' Baby; 
She's Long, She's 
Tall, She Weeps 
Like A Willow Tree; 

Pea Vine Special; Tupelo Blues; I'm Prison 
Bound; I Rowed A Little Boat; Water Boy; 
Church Bell Tone; Bundle Up And Go; Good 
Mornin', Lil' School Girl; Behind The Plow. 
OBCCD 542 

MILES DAVIS 
Cookin' with the 
Miles Davis 
Quintet 
My Funny 
Valentine; Blues 
By Five; Airegin; 
Tune Up/When 
Lights Are Low 

with John Coltrane, Red Garland, Paul 
Chambers, Philly }oe }ones 
OJCCD 128 

SOUI..TRANE I JOHN COLTRANE 
Soultrane 
Good Bait; 
I Want To Talk 
About You; You 
Say You Care; 
Theme For Ernie; 
Russian Lullaby 
with Red Garland, 

Paul Chambers, Arthur Toy/or 
OJCCD 021 

SONNY ROLLINS 
And the 
Contemporary 
Leaders 
I've Told Ev'ry 
Little Star; Rock-A­
Bye Your Baby 
With A Dixie 
Melody; How High 

is automatic, so you can enjoy a light snack 
while it works. 
5911£12.99 

BACK ISSUES 

The Moon; You; I've Found A New Baby; Alone 
Together; In The Chapel In The Moonlight; The 
Song Is You, plus alternate CD bonus tracks of 
I've Found A New Baby and The Song Is You 
with }aptone Hawes, Barney Kesse/, Leroy 
Vinnegar, Shelly Manne, Victor Feltman 
O)CCD 340 

Many back issues of Hi-fi Choice are still avail­
able. They cost £4.00 each in the UK and £6.95 
each for overseas orders. This price includes 
postage and packing. Due to copyright laws, 
we are currently unable to supply photocopies 
of specific articles on request. 

HI-FI CHOICE BINDER 
Keep all your issues of Hi-Fi Choice in pristine 
condition with this smart Hi-Fi Choice binder, 
that can hold up to 12 issues. 

HI-FI CHOICE CD RACK 
To keep your CDs in 
order, the Hi-Fi Choice 
interlocking CD rack is 
only £1.25. Available in 
single units, but if you 
order four you get a 
fifth one free. 
)E36A £1.25 

CD JEWEL CASE 
(THREE PACK) 
Replace broken CD 
jewel cases and ensure 
your valuable discs are 
properly protected. 
P21045 £3.95 

BANANA PLUGS 
Mechanical connections 
in a hi-fi system should 
be gold plated, or so 
they say. The 24 Karat 
Gold 4mm Banana 
Plugs ensure vibration 
free service and maxi­
mum metal-to-metal 
contact under 
sustained pressure! 
)E24A £8.95 

LEo1A £5.95 
r-----------------------------------------------------------------------

PRIORITY ORDERING 
1 
I 
I 
I 
:Use the Dennis Direct order line- 01789 490 215- or just enter your details on 
the coupon and fax it to us on 01789 490 878 if you're ordering with a credit 
card. Alternatively, send the coupon with the correct payment to 
DENNIS DIRECT, PO BOX 2505, ALCESTER 850 4)H. Prices shown include VAT. 
Please add postage as detailed below (additional postage is not required if only 
back issues are ordered), and be aware that all items on offer are subject to 
availability. Please allow a maximum of 28 days for delivery. We will let you 
know if there are any problems regarding delivery. 

Overseas Orders 
Please add £10 (Europe) and £12 (rest of the world) to your total order value to 
cover the additional postage (back issues excepted). Please note that we only 
accept Visa, MasterCard, Eurocard, )CB, American Express, £sterling cheques 
drawn on aUK bank and Eurocheques in£ sterling. If back issues only are 

1 ordered, please note the additional postage need not be added. 

ORDER REF: DESCRIPTION QTY PRICE 

ORDER TOTAL: 

FOR EUROPE ADD £10.00 PER ORDER FOR POSTAGE ORDER TOTAL: 

FOR REST OF THE WORLD ADD £12.00 PER ORDER FOR POSTAGE ORDER TOTAL: 

O I enclose a cheque made payable to Dennis Direct for£ 
0 Please charge my 0 Visa 0 MasterCard 0 Am/Ex 0 Delta 0 )CB 0 Switch card 

CREDIT CARD No 

EXPIRY DATE SIGNATURE 
CD CLEANER LENS 
CLEANER 
For optimum CD replay (ARD ISSUE NUMBER (IF USING SWITCH) 

it's important to clean 
the laser lens as well 1 "-M"'R"-/"-M"-'R-"-S'-'/ M-=-=s .:::S=-u,_,_RN,_,A_, M::e E=-----------------'-'IN'-'- IT-'-'1-'-'A"'LS=-----

I 
as the compact disc : 
surface. The CD : "'A-"-D,DR,_,E,_,s"'s ____________ ___________ _ 

laserlens Cleaner does : 
just that and it's as !---------------------------
safe as playing ordinary 
CDs - though not quite 
as musicaL .. 
5920 £9·99 

The Radial Compact 
Disc Cleaner has an 
automatic radial clean­
ing action to help stop 
CDs skipping or jump­
ing. The cleaning action 

POSTCODE 

DAYTIME TELEPHONE NUMBER 

0 Please send me a VAT receipt 
0 The above information may be added to our mailing list. Please tick the box if 
you would prefer not to rece-ive details of special offers. 

Dennis Direct is a division of Dennis Publishing Ltd. 
05-95-05 
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Model: Purdey 
• Compatible with amplifiers from 30 to 7 20 
watts per channel. 
• Mass loadable for enhanced bass reproduction. 
• Floor-standing, bi-wirable, two-way, speaker 
with a cone isolated plinth provided. 
• Available in either a black-wood or a rich 
rose-wood finish. 
• " ... delivers a remarkably powerful performance, 
one that's detailed and coherent with a strong 
sense of timing." - Hi-Fi Choice, December 7 994. 
• " ... RAM has a real winner on it's hands with 
Revolver speakers and (Purdey} model in 
particular." - CD Review, November 7 994. 

REVffiLVER 

Considerable time and effort has gone into the creation of the Bill Hutchinson Innovation Award Scheme, 
drawin� from more than two decades of experience and expertise. The Innovation Award is designed to assist you 
in identifying state of the art equipment that matches your exR&tations whilst being of build quality that ensures 

many years of enjoyment. A lon�-term association with a professional dealer has real benefits and will serve as 

your personal contact for information and advice on the Manufacturers latest Innovations. 
If it is not possible to visit a Bill Hutchinson Hi-Fi AV Centre, simply contact the Manufacturer for details of your 

nearest authonsed stockist. 

u 
Hi-Fi • CD • Audio Visual Centre 

GLASGOW 43 Hope Street. Tel: 041·248 2857 • EDINBURGH 43 South Clerk Street. Tel: 031·667 2877 

LEEDS 26-28 Woodhouse Lane. Tel: 0532 427777 • NEWCASTLE 87A Clayton Street. Tel: 09 1·230 3600 
• MANCHESTER S0/52 Tel: 061·832 1600 



• Unique enclosure design couples the bass driver to the 
rear panel rather than the front baHie, thus isolating 

the energy source of the driver from the baffle. This results 
in a new order of clarity and freedom from coloration. 

• Decoupled tweeter mounting reduces intermodulation of 
treble by low frequency induced energy. 

• Precision moulded front baHie and rear panel in polymer 
composite provide considerable structiJral integrity and 

minimises unwanted colorations. 
• Easy drive characteristics. 

• Inverted drive unit geometry optimises vertical dispersion 
characteristics and ensures smooth phase and frequency 

response around the crossover transition. 
• Anti-turbulance port design minimises low frequency 
"chuH" and aids production of ultra-clean bass output. 

( ltiSSIDf"""J 
Considerable time and effort has gone into the creation of the Bill Hutchinson Innovation Award Scheme, 

drawin� from more than two decades of experience and expertise. The lnnova�on Award is designed to assist you 
in identifying state of the art equipment that matches your exP.ectations whilst being of build quality that ensures 
many years of enjoyment. A long-term association with a professional dealer has real benefits and will serve as 
your personal contact for information and advice on the Manufacturers latest lnnova�ons. 

If it is not possible to visit a Bill Hutchinson Hi-Fi AV Centre, simply contact the Manufacturer for details of your 
nearest authonsed stockist. 

Hi-Fi • CD • Audio Visual Centre 

GLASGOW 43 Hope Street. Tel: 041·248 2857 • EDINBURGH 43 South Clerk Street. Tel: 031·667 2877 

LEEDS 26·28 Woodhouse Lane. Tel: 0532 427777 • NEWCASTLE 87A Clayton Street. Tel: 09 1·230 3600 

• MANCHESTERS0/52 Tei:061·832 1600 



BEST PRICES IJUIBIRTE 

ALL 

BILL HUTCHINSON 

HI-FI SHOPS 

ARE DEDICATED 

AUDIO VISUAL 

CENTRES 

ALL 

BRANCHES 

ARE MAJOR 

LASER DISC 

STOCKISTS 

Hi-Fi · CD · Audio Visual Centre 

T H E P R  0 F E  S S  

W hen you purchase from Bill Hutchinson 

you're buying the best names in Hi-Fi 

from the best name for Hi-Fi. 

Our Product Guarantee and Pricing Policy 

0 N A L S 

ensure you obtain an excellent deal. 

My staff and I look forward to being of 

service to you. f'3:Jz.lL 
YAMAHA DSP-2070 -AV AMPLI FIER -INNOVATION WINNER '94 rA 
KENW OOD KRV 6060- AV RECEIVER -INNOVATION WINNER '94 rA 

PRICE PLEDfJE 
Should you find any local dealer offering 

a better price for goods currently in stock at 
Bill Hutchinson and the alternative quoting retailer, 

we will better that deal. 

PIONEER PDS-703 

MARANTZ1020 

AIWAAD-450 

KEF lOO 

'---------------------' JVC UX-C7 

LICENSED CREDIT BROKERS ASK FOR DETAILS 

-CD PLAYER -INNOVATION WINNER '94 rA 
-LYFE STYLE SYSTEM -INNOVATION WINNER '94 FA 

-CASSEnE DECK -INNOVATION WINNER '94 FA 

-CENTRE SPEAKERS -INNOVATION WINNER '94 fA 
-AV AMPLIFIER -INNOVATION WINNER '94 FA 



The most comprehensive hi-fi listing in the known universe 

WE CHOOSE THE BEST HI-FI FOR YOU 

Welcome to the Hi-Fi Choice 
Buyer's Guide, the UK's 
biggest and best guide to 
choosing hi-fi. Over 2,500 
items are listed, with 
up-to-date prices and 
specifications. Part two 
comprises the unique 
review-based Directory, 
giving our views on over 
700 components that have 
been tested and rated by 
the Hi-Fi Choice experts. 

Index 
PRICE GUIDE PAGE 95 

YOUR AT-A-GLANCE REFERENCE TO HI-FI 

PRICES, TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS AND 

OPTIONS. OVER 2,500 ITEMS LISTED! IF IT'S 

HOT AND HI-FI, IT'S HERE. 

PRODUCT CATEGORIES 
AMPLIFIERS PAGE 97 
CASSETTE DECKS PAGE 100 

CD PLAYERS, TRANSPORTS 

AND DACs PAGE 101 

DIGITAL RECORDERS PAGE 103 

HEADPHONES PAGE 103 

LOUDSPEAKERS PAGE 105 

RECEIVERS PAGE 109 

SYSTEMS PAGE 114 

TUNERS PAGE 115 

TURNTABLES, ARMS AND 

CARTRIDGES PAGE 115 

THE DIRECTORY PAGE 127 

THE ORIGINAL, THE MOST AUTHORITATIVE, 

THE BEST. OUR UNIQUE REVIEW-BASED 

GUIDE TO OVER 700 PRODUCTS TESTED IN 

H1-F1 CHOICE. BEWARE CHEAP IMITATIONS ••• 
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Key to amplifiers Type: lnt- integrated, Pre · preampti- Key to amplifiers Type: lnt-integrated, Pre- preampli· 
Price ·typical retail, to nearest fier, Pwr ·power amplifier. Price -typical retail, to nearest fier, Pwr-power amplifier. 

,li 
�
ound. Head phone-Y- yes, N- no. 

,ltl 
����--output power in watts, per 

Head phone-Y- yes, N ·no. 
ower · ou

�
ut power in watts, per Remote · Y- yes, N · no. Remote -Y-yes, N - no. 

channel, R S. Size - width x height x depth in cm. channel, RMS. Size-width x height x depth in cm. 
Inputs· MM/MC· phono moving coil Inputs-MM/MC- ph ono moving coil 
and moving magnet,l-line (CD. aux 

��
g
i�����ir�t�k��p

t
,��:��e�:�ro1��� 

and moving magnet,l-line (CD, aux 
r:�t�d'f� ���P/��1i��-jPte

e
:s���1e���" etc), T- tape. etc), T-tape. 

A/V· includes Ootby Surround or Pro Directory for futt test results. A/V-includes Dolby Surround or Pro The Directory for full test results. 
Logic decoder and amplification. Logic decoder and amplification. 
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i �· s • I} i �· s I} Model .. 11 • .. Size Special Model .. I Size Special 

Adyton PSU 569 N PSU for Adyton preamps Audio Research V35 3355 Pwr N 30 48,18,37 Balanced in, hybrid 
Adyton CHORUS 1295 Pre N MC N N 44,3,25 RIM phono stage Audio Research V70 4480 Pwr N 60 48,18.40 Balanced in, hybrid 
Adyton TEMPER 1795 Pre N MC.2L N N 44.3.25 Phono & line source preamp Audio Research 0-300 4800 Pwr N 160 48,18,33 Single ended. balanced 
Adyton MODUS 2095 Pre N 4L,2T N N 44,5,25 Line control amp Audio Research LS-5 5290 Pre N 5L,1T N N 48.14,30 Full balanced in/out 
Adyton OPERA 2395 In! N 50 MMIMC,3L.2T N N 21.33,13 Optional phono Audio Research VT130 5600 Pwr N 65 N N Stereo tube. balanced 
Adyton CDRDIS 1.6 3399 Pwr N 120 N N 45,9,35 Stereo power amp Audio Research D-40011 6200 Pwr N 200 48,23,33 Single ended, balanced 
Adyton CORDIS 38 11950 Pwr N 290 49,39.43 Reference 2x dual mono Audio Research V140 8960 Pwr N 120 48,22,30 Monoblocks. hybrid 
Aiwa XA-003 140 In! N 40 MM.2L,1T y N 2 speaker circuits Audio Research VT150 14900 Pwr N 130 37,31,56 Monoblocks. tube 
Aiwa XA·950 230 In! N 100 MMIMC,2L,2T y y 2 speaker circuits Audiolab BOOOA 500 In! N 60 MM,MC, 1T,3T y N 45,8.36 PreouVmain in 
Alchemist Krakenlpre An v 0 Pre N MM,3L,2T N N 25,9,25 Stainless steel/gold finish Audiolab BOOOC 520 Pre N MM/MC, 1T,3T y N 45,8,36 2 pairs of outputs 
Alchemist Kraken/Pwr An iv 0 Pwr 60 N N 32,9,25 Stainless steel/gold finish Audiofab BOOOP 700 Pwr 100 N 45.8,36 Si-wire speaker terminals 
Alchemist Kraken/Pre 380 Pwr 60 32,9.25 Bridgable Audiolab BOOOM 750 Pwr 125 N 45,8,36 Single monoblock 
Alchemist Kraken/mono 380 Pwr N 60 N N 32,9,25 Audiolab BOOOPPA 850 Pre N MM/MC 45.8.36 Phono preamplifier 
Alchemist Kraken 395 Pre N 5L,1T N N 25,9.25 Bridging circuit built-in Audiolab 80000 1000 PRE N 3L,2T y y 45.8,36 'Pure Direct" si nal path 
Alchemist Kraken!Pwr 399 lnt N 60 3L,2T N N 32,9.25 MM £45 option Audiolink Stening 11 350 lnt N 60 MM/MC N N 43,7,270 Available in chrome 
Alchemist Kraken Anniv 499 lnt N 60 MM,3L.2T N N 25,9.25 Stainless steel/gold finish Audiolink P400 467 Pre N 4L N N 43,7,270 Available in chrome 
Alchemist Forseti 899 lnt N 100 4L.2T N N 47,10,39 Audiolink PR401 583 Pwr N 100 N N 43.10.37 Available in chrome 
Alchemist Freya 1020 Pre N 6L,1T N N 31,7,30 Aura VABO 280 lnt N 45 5L,1T y N 43,6,31 Chrome finish, £50 extra 
Alchemist Odin 1020 Pwr 80 31,14,30 Stereo Aura VA100 11 330 lnt N 70 MM.4L,IT y N 43,6,31 Chrome finish add £50 
Alchemist Genesis 1525 Pwr 110 25,14,30 Pair monoblocks AVI S2000MA 599 Pwr 90 
AMC AV81 Control 289 Pre y 8L.2T N y AVI S2000MP 749 Pre N 5L,1T N 31,25,9 includes S2000RC handset 
AMC 2445 299 Pwr 45 4 channels AVI S2000MI 799 lnt N 100 4L. 1T y 31,25,9 Includes S200RC handset 
AMC 1030 379 Pre N MM N N AVI S2000MM 1099 Pwr 150 2x monoblocks 
AMC 2030 449 Pwr 30 Bryston .4 641 Pre y 4L,1T N N 48,5,25 
AMC S84 479 Pre y BL N y Multiroom. bal/unbal inputs Bryston BP1 673 Pre y MM or MC N N 48,5,25 Pl1ono stepup, bal & unbal 
AMC AV81 H.T. Control 499 Pre y 8L,2T N N As AVB1 plus Dolby Pro Log1 Bryston 2B-LP 750 Pwr y 75 N N 4B,5,25 Bridgable 
AMC CVT3030 529 In! N 30 6L,1T y N Tube amp Bryston BP4 802 Pre y 4L,1T N N 4B,5,25 Balanced out 
Analooue Saturn 75 Pre N MM N N Bryston BP5 889 Pre y MMIMC,3L, IT N N 48,5,25 MM or MC, balanced out 
Analogue Saturn MC 75 Pre N MC N N Brvston BP20 1126 Pre y BL,lT N N 48,5,25 Balanced in/out 
Analogue Jupitor 330 In! N 30 MM.4L,1T N N B_ryston 38-NRB 1159 Pwr y 150 N N 48,13,23 Bridgable, bal & unbalanced 
Arcam Alpna 5 230 lnt N 40 MM,3L,2T y N 43,8,30 Bypassable tone controls Bryston THX38 1262 Pwr y 150 N N 48,13,23 2 channels, THX approved 
Aicam Alpha 6 330 In! N 50 MM,3L,2T y y 43,8.30 Remote volume facility Bryston 48-NRB 1756 Pwr y 300 N N 48,13,39 Bridgable, bal & unbalanced 
Arcam Delta 290P 400 Pwr N 75 y N 43,9,30 Bryston 78-NRB 1815 Pwr y 500 N N 48,13,39 Single monoblock 
Arcarn Delta 290 480 lnt N 75 4L.2T y y 43,9,32 Opt MM/MC phono module Bryston THX48 1858 Pwr y 300 N N 48,13,39 2 channels, THX approved 
Arcam Delta t 1 OS 520 Pre N MMIMC,3L.2T y y 43,7,30 As Delta 11 0, wlo DAC Bryston THX78 1917 Pwr y 500 N N 48.13,39 I channel, THX approved 
Arcam Delta I 20.2 550 Pwr N 100 y N 43,9,30 Bridgeable Bryston 8B-NRB 2195 Pwr y 150 N N 48.13.39 4 channels. bridgeable 
Arcarn Delta t 1 0 750 Pre N MWMC,2L,2T y y 43,7,30 On-board DAC. 2 inputs Bryston THX88 2400 Pwr y 150 N N 48,13,39 4 channels, THX approved 
Arian EOS 899 Pwr N 18 With volume control C.R. De Kalypso 499 lnt N 15 5L 
Arian Elektra 999 lnt N 18 4L,1T N N Class A valve C.R. De Ramulus 998 lnt N 35 5L 
Arion Eros Line 1050 Pre N 4L,1T N N Dual mono construction CAT SL 1 Sig line 5500 Pre N 3L.1T N 31.48.14 2 outputs, valve 
Arian EOS Export 1099 Pwr N 18 With volume control CAT SL 1 Sig phono 6000 Pre N MM,2L N 31,48,14 2 outputs, valve 
Arian Elektra Export 1199 lnt N 18 4L,1T N N Class A valve amp CAT JL 1 13500 Pwr N 200 
Arian T riton 1250 Pwr 10 T riode, volume control Chimera X-150C 800 Pre N 4L.1T N N Balanced CD in, balanced ou 
Arian Eros Phono 1250 Pre N 3L,1T N N Dual mono construction Chimera X -80 800 lnt N 80 4L,1T N N MOSFET, slsteel & chrome 
Arian T alos Line 1350 lnt N 10 4L.1T N N Triode Class A valve amp Chimera X-150P 1200 Pwr 150 MDSFET, balance, bridgable 
Arian T a Ios Ph ono 1550 lnt N 10 MM,3L.1T N N T riode Class A phono amp Chimera X-100 1200 lnt N 100 4L.1T N N Ext. PSU. slsteel & chrome 
Arian T_l'Cho Pwr 1650 Pwr N 50 Pure Class A Classe Audio Audio 30 1320 Pre N MM/MC,4L, 1T R 48,7,28 
Arian Tycho In! 1850 lnt N 50 4L,1T N N Pure Class A integrated Classe Audio Audio 70 1399 Pwr 75 48,12,30 S1ngle ended, balanced 
Art Audio Conductor H'ph ne400 N y N Single ended triode Class A Classe Audio Audio 4L 1697 Pre N 5L, 1T N 48,9,34 Remote option 
Art Audio VPA 750 Pre N MWMC N N Classe Audio Audio 4 1735 Pre N MWMC,4L,1T N 48,9.34 Remote option 
Art Audio VPL 816 Pre N 6L.2T N N Classe Audio Audio 10 2299 Pwr 125 48.17,42 Single ended, bal bridgable 
Art Audio VP1 952 Pre N MM,5L,2T N N Classe Audio Audio 5L 11 2395 Pre N 5L.1T N 48.15,43 Remote option 
Art Audio Conductor 1000 Pre N 6L.2T N Twin valve PSU Classe Audio Audio 5 11 2657 Pre N MMIMC,4L,1T N 48.15.43 Remote option 
Art Audio Quintet 1393 Pwr 15 Class A triodelpentode Ctasse Audio Audio 15 3399 Pwr 175 48.19,42 Single ended, bal bridgable 
Art Audio Conductor Phon 1500 Pre N MM/MC N N Separate PSU, upgradable Classe Audio Audio 6L 11 3469 Pre N 5L,1T N 48,15,43 Remote option, sep PSU 
Art Audio Conductor Expo 1500 Pre N 6L,2T y y Separate PSU, upgradable Classe Audio Audio 6 11 3817 Pre N MMIMC,4L, 1T N 48.15.43 Remote option, sep PSU 
Art Audio Concerto 1669 Pwr N 50 2x mono triode/pentode Classe Audio Audio 25 4639 Pwr 250 48.20.53 Sinole ended, bal bridoable 
Art Audio Tempo 2398 Pwr 30 2x mono Class A triode Classe Audio Audio M-70 7690 Pwr 700 48.19.44 Single ended, bal monoblock 
Art Audio Maestro 3524 Pwr N 100 2x mono triode/pentode Classe Audio Audio M-1 0 09968 Pwr 1k 48,22.53 Single ended, bal monoblock 
Art Audio Integra 11644 In! N 30 5L,2T N N Class A Pentode Concordant Exhilerant 900 Pre N 5L N N 6 tube pre, wood case option 
Audio Innovation L 1 299 Pre N 3L,1T N N 25.10.30 Concordant Exquisite 1950 Pre N 5L N N 10 tubes. 2 line out, ext PSU 
Audio Innovation Alto 329 lnt N 35 4L,2T N N 43,8,30 Conrad-Johnson PV10AL 995 Pre N 5L N N Line version of PV-1 OA 
Audio Innovation Sar 200 349 Pre N MM,3L,T N N 50.12.30 Conrad-Johnson F'I/-10A 1250 Pre N MC,4L N N Tube 
Audio Innovation T2 399 Pre N MC N N 12.16.8 Phone stepup Conrad-Johnson PV-12L 2250 Pre N 5L N N Line version of F'l/-12 
Audio Innovation Sar 200 499 Pwr N 12 N N 50,12.30 Conrad-Johnson PV·12 2750 Pre N MC,4L N N Tube 
Audio Innovation Sar 300 499 lnt N 10 MM,3L,1T N N 50,12.30 C-J Premier 11 A 3500 Pwr N 70 Babv Premier 8 
Audio Innovation P2 679 Pre N MM N N 50.12,30 Phono stage C-J Premier 10 3900 Pre N 5L N N Line version of Premier 78 
Audio Innovation L2 699 Pre N 4L.1T N N 50. I 2.30 C-J Evolution 20 SP EO 6700 Pre N MC,4L N N Poor man's Premier 78 
Audio Innovation Ser 800 849 Pwr N 25 N N 41,15,34 C-J Premier 12 7000 Pwr N 140 Monoblock pair 
Audio I Classic 25 899 In! N 25 4L,1T N N 46, I 5,34 Kit amplifier C-J Premier 78 11000 Pre N MC,4L N N Ext PSU, twin mains leads 
Audio Innovation P2MC 899 Pre N MM/MC N N 50,12,30 Phono staoe C-J Premier SA 16000 Pwr N 275 Monoblocks, price per pair 
Audio Innovation Ser 500 999 lnt N 25 MM,3L,2T N N 41.15,34 Copland CSA 14 999 lnt N 60 MM.3L,IT N N 43.13.38 Hybrid tube/transistor 
Audoo Innovation Sei/00- 999 lnt N 25 4L,1T N N 41,15,34 Copland CTA-301 1250 Pre N MM,3l.1T N N 43,13,38 Tube, soft start 
Audio Innovation 1 000 1499 Pwr N 50 N N 41,15,34 Monoblocks Copland CTA-501 1420 Pwr N 30 2L N N 43.18.38 Tube, has vol control 
Audio I First Audio 1549 Pwr N 7.5 N N 41,15,34 Copland CTA-401 1495 lnt N 30 MM.3L,1T N N 43.18.38 Tube push/pull ultra-linear 
Audio Innovation I OOOSE 2249 Pwr N 50 N N 41,15,34 Silver circuit board Copland CTA-504 1750 Pwr N 50 N N 43.18.38 Switchable tetrode/triode 
Audio I 2nd Audio 2999 Pwr N 15 N N 41.15,34 Monoblocks Counterpoint Solid 1 EM 895 Pwr 100 25.6.27 Mono 
Audio Note Ongaku 22411 In! N 26 6L N N Sinqle-ended Class A tube Counterpoint Solid BE 1075 Pre N 3L,1T N N 49,6,27 
Audio Note Oto 1250 lnt N 24 MM/MC,4L, 1T N N Counterpoint SA-1 OOOE 1095 Pre N MMIMC.3L.1T N N 49.12.32 
Audio Research LS-3 1599 Pre N 5L,1T N N 48,14,26 1 direct input Counterpoint Solid I E 1295 Pwr 100 Mono 
Audio Research PH-1 1649 Pre N MM/MC N N 48.14.26 Phono prearnp Counterpoint SA 1 ODE 1495 Pwr 100 Hybrid 
Audio Research LS-3b 2250 Pre N 5L,1T N N 48.14,26 1 direct input Counterpoint SA-2000E 1595 Pre N 4L.2T N N 49,12.33 
Audio Research VT60 2430 Pwr N 35 N N Single ende tube mono Counterpoint Solid 2E 1955 Pwr 200 49,17,49 Hybrid 
Audio Research LS· 2 2796 Pre N 5L.1T N N 48,14.26 1 direct input/hybrid Counterpoint SA-3000E 1995 Pre N MM/MC.4L.2T N N 49.12,33 Separate PSU 
Audio Research D-200 2800 Pwr N 110 48.14.31 Song le ended. balanced Counterpoint NPS-200E 2495 Pwr 200 N N Rated at 4ohms, hybrid 
Audio Research SP9 11 2850 Pre N MM/MC,4L,2T N N 48,14.26 Hybrid 
Audio Research PH-2 2895 Pre N MWMC N N 48.14,26 Balanced 

. , , . . , · I  

Audio Research LS-2b 3355 Pre N 5L 1T N N 48 14 26 1 balanced direct input/hybri I Audiolab 8000� 450 In! N 60 MM,MC, 1T,3T y N 45,8,36 PreouVmain in I 



Key to amptifiers 
Price - typical retail, to nearest 
pound. 
Power- output power in watts, per 
channel, RMS. 
Inputs- MM/MC- phono moving coil 
and moving magnet, L -line (CD, aux 
etc), T- tape. 
A/V- includes Dol by Surround or Pro 
logic decoder and amplification. 

Type: lnt- integrated, Pre • preampli­
fier, Pwr- power amplifier. 
Head phone-Y- yes, N- no. 
Remote- Y- yes, N - no. 
Size - width x height x depth in cm. 
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Key to amplifiers Type: lnt ·integrated, Pre-preampli-

.li 
Price ·typical retail, to nearest fier, Pwr-power amplifier. 
�ound. Head phone· V- yes, N- no. 
ower- ou�ut power in watts, per Remote -Y- yes, N -no. channel, R S. Size-width x height x depth in cm. Inputs-MM/MC- ph ono moving coil and moving magnet, L -line (CD, aux. ������i�}f�t�?c���\��:��e�:��ot��� etc), T ·tape. 

A/V· includes Dolby Surround or Pro Directory for full test results. logic decoder and amplification. 
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Model �- i Size Special 

LFO PA 1 Powerstage 999 Pwr N 60 N N 48.7.33 MOSFETs. custom parts 
LFO PPS 999 Pre N 2L.IT N N 13.6.27 Switched attenuator, passive 
LFO lnteqrated 1 1099 lnt N 65 MM/MC.4L.IT N N 48.7.37 More_Q()wertul lnt Zero 
LFO Phonostaoe MC2 1499 Pre N MC N N 30,7,36 Hand tuned MCI 
LFO Linestage LS2 1599 Pre N 4L,IT N N 48,7,37 Hand tuned LSt 
LFO Powerstage PA2 1599 Pwr N 75 N N 48,7,33 Hand tuned PA 1 
LFO Linestage LS2P 1750 Pre N MM/MC,4L,IT N N 48,7,37 As LS2 with phono stage 
LFO Unestage LSB 1999 Pre N 4L,IT N N 48,7,37 Balanced LS2 
LFD Powerstage PA2M 1999 Pwr N 90 N N 30.7,37 Mono PA2 
LFD Disc Preamp 4499 Pre N MC N N 30,5.36 Battery powered 
Linn Majik·t (line) 524 lnt N 33 4L,2T y N 32,8,33 Works as pre/int multi room 
Unn LKIOO 549 Pwr 50 32,8,33 Stereo 
Linn Ma"ik·t {Phono 593 lnt N 33 MM,MC,3L,2T y N 32,8,33 As line Ma"ik 
Linn Kairn Pro 998 Pre N 4L, 2T N N 32,8,33 Multi-room compatible 
Linn Kairn Preamp 1398 Pre N MM, MC 3L,2T N N 32,8,32 Multi·room compatible 
Unn Klout 1895 Pwr 80 32,8,33 Stereo, tri-wire connectors 
Lumley Reference PP70 325 Pre N 6L,IT N 36,46,6 Passive, bolts to ST70 
Lumley Reference PP40 325 Pre N 6L,IT N 29,40,6 Bolts to ST40 
Lumlev Reference PP 1 325 Pre N 6L,IT 29,44,6 Passive, stand alone 
Lumlev Reference LV1 1000 Pre N 6L,IT N N 29,44,6 Active valve circuit 
Lumley Reference ST 40 1250 Pwr N 40 30,40,17 N N Pentode 
Lumley Reference PVI 1500 Pre N MM,5L,IT N N Phono version of LVI 
Lumley Reference ST70 1950 Pwr N 70 N N 36,46,18 Switchable triode/pentode 
Lumley Reference M120 3200 Pwr N 120 29,44,18 2xmono, triode/pentode 
Lumley Reference M500 12000 Pwr N N 35,80,30 2xmono, triode/pentode 
Luxman A-31 2 200 INT N 40 MM,4L,2T y N 13,44,36 CD direct, NB speakers 
Luxman A-331 250 INT N 60 MM,4L,2T y N 13,44,36 lnc CD direct 
Luxman A-353R 350 INT N 60 MMIMC,4L,2T y y 13,44,37 Motorised vol control 
Luxman A-373 450 INT y 80 MM/MC,4L,2T y y 13,44,37 Also has AV inputs 
Lynwood Opal 685 lnt N 80 7L,IT N N 
Lynwood Ruby 985 Pwr 120 
Magnum lA 120 249 lnt N 50 MM,5L,2T y N 
Magnum Quartet 329 lnt N 36 MM,3L,2T y N 
Magnum MF125 515 Pwr 140 Monoblocks 
Magnum MF300 595 Pwr 180 Monoblocks 
Magnum Class A 599 lnt N 60 MM/MC,3L, IT N N 
Magnum MA500 1295 Pwr 280 Monoblocks 
Marantz PM·44SE 180 lnt N 45 MM,3L,2T y N 42,14,28 Audiophile components 
Marantz PM44SEII 200 lnt N 45 MM,3L,2T y N 42,14,28 
Marantz PM-43 200 lnt N 55 MM,3L,2T y N 42,14,30 
Marantz MA-500 250 Pwr N 125 9,15,45 D·bus, monoblocks, bridgabl 
Marantz PM·53 250 lnt N 65 MM,3L,2T y y 42,14,30 
Marantz PM-63 300 lnt N 70 MM,3L,2T y y 42,14,30 
Marantz PM·54SE 329 lnt N 65 MM/MC,3L,2T y N 42,16,34 Audiophile components 
Marantz PM· 700AV 450 lnt y 45 MM,5L,2T y y 42,16,34 Dolby Pro Logic 
Marantz PM·80 11 480 lnt N 100 MM/MC,4L,2T y N 42,17,34 
Marantz PM·SOSE 650 lnt N 110 MM/MC,3L,3T y N 42,17,34 Audiophile components 
Marantz AV·500 699 Pre y MM,7L,2T N y 42,10,34 Dol by Pro Logic 
Mark Levinson 29 3450 Pwr 50 
Mark Levinson No 38 3995 Pre N 6L,2T N y Full remote, balanced 
Mark Levinson 27.5 5399 Pwr 100 
Mark Levinson No 38S 6495 Pre N 6L,2T N y Special Edition, balanced 
Mark Levinson 23.5 7399 Pwr 200 
Mark Levinson 20.6 15790 Pwr 100 Monoblocks, Class A 
Matisse Fantasy 2300 Pre y 6L,2T N N Line stage 
Matisse Reference 3500 Pre y MM/MC,5L,2T N N 
Mclntosh MC71 00/2 1095 Pwr N 100 
Mclntosh C712 1295 Pre N 6L, 2T y y 

Mclntosh C38 2095 Pre N MM, 5L,3T y y Multi·room, balanced out 
Mclntosh MC7150 2295 Pwr N 150 N N 
Mclntosh C39 2795 Pre y MM, IOL (6 Vid) y y Two zone, THX compatable 
Mclntosh C40 2795 Pre N MM, 6L, 3T y N Balanced in/out 
Mclntosh MC71 06 2995 Pwr y 100 N N Six channel THX amp 
Mclntosh MC7300 3195 Pwr N 300 N N 
Mclntosh MC275 3595 Pwr N 75 N N Classic valve amp 
Mclntosh MC2600 5395 Pwr N 600 N N 
Mclntosh MCIOOO 9595 Pwr N 100 N N Monoblocks 
Meridian 501 595 Pre N MM,4L,T y N 33,9,34 MC option, system handset 
Meridian 555 595 Pwr 60 N N 33,9,32 Stereo 
Meridian 562 625 Pre N MM,8L,T,6D N N 33,9,34 Diqital main out. MC option 
Meridian 551 695 lnt N 55 MM,4L.T 33,9,34 MC option 
Meridian 501 V 745 Pre y MM,4L,T y N 33,9,34 As 501, plus video switchin 
Meridian 562V 825 Pre y MM,8L,T,6D N N 33,9,34 As 562, plus video switchin 
Meridian 601 2750 Pre N MM,4L,T y y DSP tone control, MC o lion 
Metaxas lkarus 11 1350 lnt N 40 MM/MC,3L,IT N N 40,7,40 
Metaxas Charisma 1525 Pre N MM/MC,3L,2T N 36,6,29 Separate PSU 
Metaxas lraklis 1525 Pwr N 50 43,18,37 
Metaxas Marquis 2250 Pre N MM/MC,3L,2T N 29,7,45 Separate PSU 
Metaxas Solitaire 2350 Pwr N 130 52,19,42 
Metaxas Opulence 5500 Pre N MM/MC,3L,2T N 39,7,45 Separate mains isolated PSU 
Metaxas Soliloqu 5990 Pwr N 100 52,19,42 Pair monoblocks 
Michell lso 412 Pre N MM or MC N N small Phono stage 
Michell Argo 715 Pre N 3L,IT N N 33,7,19 2 pairs outputs 
Michell lso HR 879 Pre N MM or MC N N small Phono stage 
Michell Alecto Stereo 1150 Pwr N 50 N N 32,20,36 
Michell Argo HR 1339 Pre N 3L,1T N N 36,8,22 2 pairs outputs 
Michell Alecto Mono 1989 Pwr N 100 N N 32,20,36 
Michi RHC·t 0 795 're. :N. 5L 47�8,34 Passive 
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Michi RHB·05 995 
Michi RHO· I 0 995 
Michi RHA-10 995 
Michi RHB·t 0 1650 
Minstrel Ultra Linear 899 
Mission PSX·R 300 
Mission Gyrus Ill 500 
Monrio ADN 595 
Monrio Primus 895 
Monrio MC-25 995 
Monrio Cento 1495 
Monrio MC· 205 1595 
Moth 30 Passive 149 
Moth 30 RIM 199 
Moth 30 Series Power 239 
Moth 30 Active 249 
Moth 30 RIM 100VA 299 
Moth 30 Integrated 320 
Moth 30 Active 100VA 349 
Moth 30 Mono/40 459 
Moth 30 Stereo/50 549 
Moth 30 Mono/1 00 879 
Mus-Fid At Final Edition 399 
Musical Fidelity E200 599 
Musical Rdelity Et 00 599 
Musical Fidelitv E300 699 
Musical Fidelity F22 999 
Musical Fidelity FX 1099 
Musical Fidelity AIOOO 1399 
Musical Fidelitv F15 1899 
Musical Fidelity F18 3999 
NAD 302 169 
NAO Monitor 1 000 199 
NAO 304 229 
NAD Monitor 2100 299 
NAD Monitor 1 OOOS 319 
NAO 306 329 
NAO Monitor 2700 459 
NAO Monitor 208 799 
Naim NAP90/3 395 
Nairn NAC92 405 
Naim NAC72 638 
Nairn NAP140 661 
Naim NAP180 940 
Naim NAP135 1486 
Nairn NAP250 1486 
Nairn NAC82 1945 
Naim NAC52 4934 
Nakamichi IA4s 200 
Nakamichi IA2 600 
Nakamichi lA 1 750 
NVA P·50 300 
NVA AP-30 370 
NVA P-90 400 
NVA AP·30CD 440 
NVA Control Tube CO 470 
NVA A70 470 
NVA A60 490 
NVA AP·5000 520 
NVA AP·50 590 
NVA Power Tube 620 
NVA The Tube 620 
NVA Control Tube 670 
NVA ABO 730 
NVA TSS (Pre) 1000 
NVA TIS 1300 
NVA TCS 2300 
NVA TDS 3200 
NVA TSS (Power) 3700 
NVA XVI 3999 
NVA TUS 5800 
Onix OA30 300 
Onix OA24 400 
Onix OA401 400 
Onix OA21S 430 
Onix OA31 480 
Onix OA601 699 
Onix OA801 849 
Onkyo A801 200 
OnkVo A803 260 
Onkyo A-911 350 
Onkyo A850 370 
Orelle SA-t 00 379 
Orelle SC· 200 400 
Orelle SP·200 799 

I. Audiolab SOOOA 450 

HI- C 0 C 99 

Key to amplifiers Type: lnt-integrated, Pre-preampli-
Price -typicat retait, to nearest fier, Pwr-power amplifier. 
�
ound. Head phone-Y-yes, N- no. 
ower-ou�ut power in watts, per Remote · Y ·yes, N - no. 

channel, R S. Size-width x height x depth in cm. 
Inputs- MM/MC- phono moving coil and moving magnet, L -line (CD, aux ��gi�1�i�}J�h�?c���\��:��e�:��ot��� etc), T- tape. 
A/V- includes Dolby Surround or Pro Directory for full test results. 
Logic decoder and amplification. 
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Pwr N 100 47,8,36 
Pre N MM,MC 47,8,34 Phono equaliser 
Pre N 5L y 47,8,34 Active 
Pwr N 200 47, I 9,37 
INT N 30 3L,1T N N Low feedback hybrid 

N N N 22,8,36 Outhoard PSU 
lnt N 50 MM,5L, IT y N 22,8,36 PSX·R outboard PSU option 
Pre N MM/MC N N Phono preamp 
Pre N 6L,IT N N Line only preamp 
Pwr 80 Dual mono construction 
Pwr N 135 Dual mono construction 
lnt N 80 6L,1T N N lnc pre·out sockets 
Pre N 4L,IT N N 5,10,35 
Pre N MM/MC, N N 5,10,35 Stand alone phono stage 
Pwr 30 5,10,35 
Pre N 4L,IT N N 5,10,35 
Pre N MM/MC N N 5,10,35 Stand alone phono stage 
lnt N 30 8L,T N N 8,18,35 
Pre N 4L,IT N N 5,10,35 
Pwr 40 5,10,35 2x monoblocks 
Pwr 60 5,15,35 lx stereo, txPSU 
Pwr 100 5,15,35 2x mono, separate PSU 
lnt N 40 MM/MC,3L, IT N N 41,6,25 Separate PSU, limited edition 
Pre N 5L,2T y y 44, I 2,35 Optional phono/OAC module 
lnt N 70 MM,4L,IT y y 44,12,35 Pre/power removable link 
Pwr N tOO 44,12,35 Mono/stereo switch 
Pre N 5L,1T N y 49.12,33 Optional phono/digital boards 
Pwr N 90 N N 49,12,38 Ball/unbalanced in 
lnt N 50 MM/MC,3L, IT N N 49,13,36 Separate PSU 
Pwr N 100 49,19,38 Ballunbalanced in/hybrid 
Pwr N 220 49,19,67 Ballunbalanced in/hybrid 
lnt N 25 MM,3L,2T y N 
Pre N MM/MC,3L,2T y N 
lnt N 35 MM,4L,2T y N 
Pwr 60 
Pre N MM/MC,3L,2T y N 
lnt N 50 MM,4L,2T y N 
Pwr 150 THX approved 
Pwr 250 THX approved 
Pwr 30 32,56,30 Latest style. Suits 92 
Pre N 5(L orT) N N 44,56,30 Latest style. Suits 90/3 
Pre N 2MM/MC, L,2T N N 21,76,30 Ugradable with PSU, MC liP 
Pwr 45 21,76,30 
Pwr 60 43,76,30 
Pwr 70 43,76,30 
Pwr 70 43,76,30 
Pre N 6_LL or T) N y 43,76,30 
Pre N 6 (see note) N y 43,76,30 Optional phono board 
lnt N 30 3L, IT N N 43,7,32 'Harmonic Time Alignment' 
lnt N 50 MM/MC,3L,2T y y 43,12,36 'Harmonic Time Alignment' 
lnt N 80 MM/MC,3L,2T y y 43,12,36 
Pre N 3L,IT N N 
lnt N 50 MM/MC,3L, IT N N 
Pre N 5L. N N 
lnt N 80 3L,1T N N 
PRE N 5L,IT N N 
Pwr 70 Mono 
Pwr 60 
lnt N 60 5L,IT N N 

lnt N 60 MM/MC,5L, IT N N 

PWR 60 
INT N 60 5L,1T N N 
Pre N MMIMC,4L,1T N N 
Pwr 70 Mono 
Pre N 5L,1T N N 
lnt N 60 5L,1T N N 
lnt N 70 5L,IT N N 
Pwr 70 Mono 
Pwr 70 
Pwr N 110 N N 48,130,3 Flagship monoblocks 
Pwr 80 1 x Monoblock 
lnt N 40 5L,IT y N 43,77,33 
Pre N MMIMC,2L,2T N N 75,23,37 Internally switchable MM/MC 
Pwr 50 75,23,37 With internal suppl for OA24 
lnt N 50 MMIMC,3L, IT N N 75,23,37 
lnt N 60 MMIMC,4L, IT y N 43,77,33 
Pwr 70 75,46,36 Regulated PSU 
Pwr 190 75,46,36 2x monoblocks, massive PSU 
lnt N 40 MM,3L.2T y N 46,12,33 
lnt N 60 MM/MC,3L,2T y y 46,12,33 
lnt N 70 MM,3L,2T y y 28,12,33 Mini component, 4ohm ratio 
lnt N 60 MM/MC, 3L.2T y y 46, I 5,35 
lnt N 50 6L,IT N N 44,7,23 DC coupled MOSFET 
Pre N 6L,IT N N 44,7,28 MM/MC option 
Pwr 100 

· I  

lnt N 60 MM,MC, IT,3T y N 45,8,36 PreouVmain in I 



1oo HI-FI CHOICE BUYER'S GUIDE 
Key to amplifiers Type: lnt - integrated, Pre · preampli· 

Ui. 
Price -typical retail, to nearest fier, Pwr- power amplifier. 
�ound. Headphone- Y- yes, N - no. ower- ou�ut power in watts, per R emote - Y- yes, N - no. channel, R 5. Size -width x height x depth in cm. Inputs- MM/MC- phono moving coil and moving magnet, l-line (CO, aux 

������;�}7�f�����\��:;�e�:��o1��� etc), T ·tape. 
A/V- includes Dol by Surround or Pro Directory for full test results. Logic decoder and amplification. 

Key to cassette decks Heads- 2- combination record/ttay 
- Price ·typical retail, to nearest heads; 3 ·independent record play 

/� 
�����-T- twin transports, allowing heads, allowing real time off tape 
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- B t1odB noise reduction), C (2od ), 5 24dB). B is standard for Directory for full test results. prerecorded material. 
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!! Model � Size Special 

Papworth PPA6 0 Pre N 6L N N 25,13,33 Bi-mono valve Technics SU-C2000 700 Pre N N y 45,13,35 Rotary resistor attenuator 
Papworth PPA6/P 0 Pre N MM,MC,6L N N 25,13,33 Bi-mono valve Technics SE-A2000 1050 Pwr 100 y 45,19,44 Meters. A-Core. MOS AA 

Papworth TVA50 1425 Pwr N 50 N N 43,19,33 Tube stereo T esserac T AADA 1500 Pre N MM/MC N N 

Papworth M 1 00 2645 Pwr N 100 N N 25,17,38 Tube monoblock T esserac T ALA 1500 Pre N 5L,1T N N 

Papworth M200 3B25 Pwr N 200 N N 46,20,31 Tube monobtock T esserac T AHA 1BOO Pre N MC. y N 

Philips FA930 200 lnt N 65 MM.2L,3T y y 44,14.30 Tesserac TAP-A 5300 Pre N MM,3L,2T N N 

Pioneer A·103 130 lnt N 30 MM,3L,2T y N 42,11,31 Tesserac TAMP-60 7350 Pwr 60 2x Monoblocks 
Pioneer A·203 150 lnt N 45 MM,3L,2T y N 42,11,31 Thorens ITP2000 500 Pre N MM/MC,4L N N Minimalist, shoebox form 
Pioneer A·303R 200 lnt N 45 MM,3L,2T y y 42,13,36 Thorens ITA2000 550 Pwr N 35 Matches ITP2000 
Pioneer A·300X 230 lnt N 40 MM,3L,2T N N 42,13,36 Thule IA50 599 lnt N 50 4L, 1T N N Full balanced operation 
Pioneer A-400 2BO lnt N 60 MM/MC,3L,2T y N 42,13,36 Thule IA100 899 tnt N 100 4L,2T N N Full balanced operation 
Pioneer A·400X 300 lnt N 50 MM/MC4,2 y N 42,13,36 Triangle TE60SE 649 tnt N 70 MM/MC,4L,1T y N 
Pioneer A-503R 300 lnt N 70 MM,3L,2T y y 42,13,36 Triangle Nemo Allion 02 1550 lnt N 80 5L,2T N N 

Pioneer A·602 350 lnt N BO MMIMC,3L,3T y N 42,17,44 Tube Tech Seer Line 575 Pre N 5L,1T N N 35,8,25 Entry level, 10 yr guarantee 
Pioneer VSA-701S 500 lnt y 55 MM.2L,2T,5V y y 42,17,42 Dolby Pro LOQic Tube T ech Seer Phono 649 Pre N MM,4L,1T N N 35,B,25 Tube phono stage 
Pioneer VSA-D802S 600 lnt y 55 MM.2L,2T,5V y y 42,17,42 Dolby Pro Logic, DSP IT Unisis Power Amp 1099 Pwr N 30 N N 35,17,27 Stereo oower amp 
Pro-·ect Model? 259 lnt N 40 MM,3L,2T N N Tube T ech Prophet 1199 Pre N 4L,1T N N 35,B,25 Two box pre. separate PSU 
PS Audio 6.1 799 Pre N 4L,1T N N 43,6,19 Outboard PSU IT Unisis Super Line 1399 lnt N 30 4L,1T N N 35,17,27 Line level version of Unisis 
PS Audio Phono Link 799 Pre N MM/MC N N 43,6,19 Outboard PSU Tube T ech Unisis 1399 lnt N 30 MM,3L,1T N N 35,17,27 One tube phono stage 
PS Audio 5.6 1090 Pre N MMIMC,3L,2T N N 43,6,19 Outboard PSU Tube T ech Genesis 2599 Pwr N 100 N N 35,15,27 2x monoblocks 
PS Audio 1 00 Delta 1499 Pwr 120 42,15,35 Tube T ech Synergy 1 3999 lnt N 150 5L,1T, N y 47,1B,47 Bias monitor, soft·start 
PS Audio 200 Delta 2279 Pwr 200 42,15,45 Unison Research Phono S mpty49 Pre N MM/MC N N For Simply series 
PS Audio 200b Delta 2490 Pwr 200 42,15,45 Unison Research Simpl o 995 lnt N 12 4L,1T N N Single ended triode Class A 
PS Audio 250 Delta 29BO Pwr 250 42,15,45 Monoblocks Unison Research Simpl ur1495 1nl N 24 4L,1T N N Single ended lriode Class A 
QED Vector One 199 Pre N 4L,1T N N Unison Research Smart 8 52995 Pwr N 24 SE triode monoblocks 
QED C-300CD 259 Pre N MM/MC,4L,1T N N Woodside SC27 Line 705 Pre N 2L, IT N N 

QED Vector Reference 299 Pre N 4L,1T N N Woodside SC27 MM BB1 Pre N MM,2L,1T N N 

QED C-300PA 329 Pre N MM/MC,4L,1T N N Woodside ISA230 Disc B99 lnt N 30 MM,2L,1T N N 

Quad 306 350 Pwr N 70 N N 33,7,21 Stereo power amp Woodside ISA230 Line B99 lnt N 30 4L,2T N N 
Quad 34 39B Pre N MM,2L,T N N 33,7,21 Optional MC phono input Woodside ISA 2.40 949 Pwr 40 
Quad 77 595 INT N 70 2L,T 33,6,30 System remote £279 Woodside SC27 MC 999 Pre N MC,2L,1T N N 

Quad 606 690 Pwr N 140 N 33,14,24 Stereo power amp Woodside MA50 Class A 1224 Pwr 50 1 channel monoblock 
Quad 66 863 Pre N 35 MM,4L,2T N y 33,B,26 Variable inputs. inc RIC Wood side ST A35 1323 Pwr 35 
Rega Brio 229 In! N 30 MM,3L,1T N N 43,7,15 Woodside SC25 Line 1420 Pre N 2L,2T N N 

Rega Elex 398 lnt N 50 MM,3L,1T N N 43,7,25 Woodside SC26 Phono 1931 Pre N MMIMC,3L,2T N N 

Rega Elicit 730 lnt N 70 MM,MC,3L,1T N N 43,7,25 Full dual mono Yamaha AX-470 200 lnt N 95 MM.MC,3L,2T y N 
Roksan ROK-L2.5 995 Pre N 4L.1T N N 43,B,33 Revised YBA tntegre Line 999 tnt N 45 4L,1T N N 43,9,33 
Roksan ROK-S1.5 1495 Pwr N 70 N N YBA 3 Power 1199 Pwr 45 43,9,33 
Roksan ROK-L1.5 2250 Pre N 4L,1T N N 43,8,33 YBA lnteore 1199 lnt N 45 MM,4L,1T N N 43,9,33 
Roksan ROK-M1.5 4500 Pwr N 160 48,11,34 N N Pair monoblocks YBA 3 1250 Pre N MM,3L,1T N N 43,9,33 
Rose RV-23 450 Pre N MM,2L,1T N N 33,9,26 Tube, zero feedback YBA 2 1699 Pre N MM,3L.1T N N 43,9,33 
Rose Scion 499 lnt N 50 MMIMC,3L,2T N N 42,7,30 2·box, purist design YBA 2 Power 2150 Pwr 70 43,9,33 
Rose RV-23S 525 Pre N MM/MC,2L,2T N N 33,9,26 Tube, separate PSU YBA 2 Power 2150 Pwr 70 43,9,33 
Rose RP-190 (Dual Mode 550 Pwr N 75 33,9,30 Low feedback monoblock (x2 YBA 1 3750 Pre N MC,4L,1T N N 43,9,33 
Rotel RC970BX Mkll 175 Pre N 3L,2T y N 44,8,29 YBA 1 Power 4250 Pwr 85 43,14,33 
Rote! AB970BX Mkll 225 Pwr N 60 44,8,29 New upgrade 
Rote! RA935BX Mkll 250 lnt N 50 3L,2T y N 44,10,35 Separate tisten/rec selectors 
Aolel RA970BX 300 lnt N 60 4L,2T y N 44,7,35 
Rotel RC980BX 350 Pre N MM/MC,3L,2T y N 44,7,33 
Rotel AB9BOBX 450 Pwr N 120 44,12,33 

... 
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Special Model .. Size 

Rolel RC990BX 500 Pre N MM/MC,2L,2T y y 44,7,33 . 

Rotel RB990BX 750 Pwr N 200 44,12,38 A1wa AD-F450 120 s B,C y 2 Super OX head 
Sensui AU-X117 170 lnt N 30 MM,3L.1T y N Aiwa AD-WX727 170 T B.C y 2 Twin auto-reverse 
Sensui AU-X3172. 275 lnt N 40 MM,3L,1T y N Aiwa AD-WXB28 200 T BC y 2 Twin auto reverse, remote 
Sansui AU-X417A 2BO lnt N 45 MM,3L,2T y N Aiwa AD-FB50 230 s B,C y 3 Super DX head, twin capstan 
Sansui AU-X517A 450 lnt N 60 MM/MC,3L,2T y y Aiwa AD-S950 300 s B,C,S y 3 Dual capstan, remote control 
Sansui AU-Aipha 607 1300 lnt N 90 MMIMC,2L, 1T y y Aiwa XK-S7000 550 s B,C,S y 3 6N head coils, built in DAC 
Sansui AU-Aipha707 1500 lnt N 90 MM/MC, 4L3T y y Built in BS DAC Aiwa XK-S9000 700 s B,C,S y 3 6N head coils, built in DAC 
Sentec PP9 AIM MM 500 Pre N MM N N 5,12,23 Phono step-up - MM Arcam Delta 100 B99 s B,C,S N 3 43,12,34 Dolby S, designed & made in UK 
Sentec PP9 RIM MC 600 Pre N MC N N 5,12,23 Phono step-up - MC Denon DRM-540 160 s B,C y 2 44,13,2B 
Sentec SC9 BOO Pre N 4L,2T y N 34,7,15 Denon DRS-640 200 s B,C y 2 44,13,31 Drawer loading 
Sentec PA9 1000 Pwr N 60 20,B,30 Mono blocks Denon DRW-760 250 T B,C y 2 44,13,28 
Shearne Phase 11 549 tnt N 50 4L,2T N N De non DRM-7 40 260 s B.C y 3 44,13,28 Dual capstan 
Shearne Phase 1 Pre 1099 Pre N MM/MC/4L,2T N N Denon DRS-B1 0 300 s B,C y 3 44,13,32 
Shearne Phase 1 Power 1199 Pwr 80 Dual mono Dual CC8000 AS 200 T B,C N 2 44,13,25 Remote via 9000RS 
Sherwood JIJ 1110 tOO tnt N 55 MM,4L,1T y N Goodmans Delta 700 100 T B N 2 36,13,28 
Sherwood JIJ 5010 170 lnt N 70 MM,3L,2T y N Goodmans GSW650 130 T B N 2 43,12,27 Both auto-reverse 
Sherwood AM/AVP8500 BOO y 230 y y AN Pre/power amp Grundig CCF21 0 150 T,AR B N 2 36,12,30 AMS. CD copy, hi speed dub 
Sonic Link DM20 349 tnt N 25 MM,3L,1T y N 23,B,43 Grundig CCF2 170 T B N 2 44,13,30 AMS, remote. display oft 
Sonic Link DM20 Gold 598 tnt N 30 MM/MC, 3L, 1T y N 23,8,43 Grundig CCF31 0 190 T,AR B,C y 2 36,12,30 Elapsed time, CD copy, AMS 
Sonic Link DM30 725 lnt N 25 MM/MC,3L, 1T N N 23,B,43 Grundig CCF3 200 T,AR B,C y 2 44,13,30 Elapsed time, display switch 
Sonv TAF211 B 150 lnt N 30 MM/2L y N 43,14,31 Source direct Grundig CF4 250 s B,C y 3 44,13,30 Manual bias, AMS, monitor 
SonyTAF244B 200 tnt N 40 MM/2L y N 43,14.31 MOSFET power stage Harman-Kardon TD4200 280 T B,C N 2 45,13,35 
Sorll'_TAF444E 250 lnt N 50 MM,3L,2T y N 43,15,38 Harman-Kardon T04400 349 s 8/C y 2 45,13,35 
Sony TAF542E 300 tnt N 90 MM/MC,3L,2T y N 43,15,38 UK optimised sound Harman-Kardon TD4500 499 s 8/C y 2 45,13,35 
Sony TA-AV570B 400 tnt y 70 MM,4L,5T y N 43,15,36 Dolb Pro Logic Harman-Kardon DC5500 599 T B.C y 2 45,13,35 
Stemfoort Audio SF60 549 lnt N 60 4L,1T N N 43,B,35 Passive line amplifier Harman-Kardon TD4600 699 s B,C,S y 2 45,13,35 
Stemfoon Audio SF I oo 849 tnt N 100 4L,1T N N 43,B,40 Passive line amplifier Harman-Kardon DC5700 699 T B,C y 2 45,13,35 Both transparts record 
Synergy 3080 0 N 15 MM, N N Harman-Kardon TD4BOO 1299 s B,C,S y 3 45,13,35 
Teac A-X1030 1BO lnt N 40 MM,3L,2T y N 44,13,36 Mic input JVC TD-W1 06BK 120 T B N 2 44,13,24 Twin, one recording deck 
Teac A·X3030 220 lnt N 60 MM,3L,2T y N 44,13,36 Mic input JVC TO-W20BBK 170 T B,C y 2 44,13,33 Twin, one recording deck 
Teac A-X5030 260 tnt N 75 MM/MC,3L,2T y N 44,16,36 .NC TO-X372BK 170 s B,C y 2 44,13,33 
Teac A-BX10 999 INT N 100 MMIMC,3L,2T N N Batancec input .NC TO-W30BBK 200 T,AR B,C y 2 44,13,33 Twin, one recording deck 
Technics SU-V300 150 lnt N 25 MM.2L,1T y N 43,13,32 NB speaker select .NC TO-V562BK 220 s B,C y 3 44,13,33 Cassette stabiliser 
Technics SU-A600 Mkll 200 lnt N 37 MC/MM,3L,2T y N 43,13,32 MOS. A-Core transformer JVC TO-W70BBK 250 T.AR B,C y 2 44,13,33 Twin recordiRiaJ' 
Technics SU-A700 Mkll 250 lnt N 45 MC/MM,3L,2T y y 43,13,32 
Technics SU-A800 Mk2 350 lnt N 55 MC/MM,3L,2T N y 43,14,37 
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Key to cassette decks Heads· 2 ·combination recordhplay 

/i'! 
Price -typical retail, to nearest heads; 3- independent record play 
�����-T-twin transports, allowing heads, allowing real time off tape 
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JVC TD·V662BK 270 s B.C y 3 44,13,33 Dual capstan 
Kenwood KX·W4070 170 T B,C y 2 Auto bias function 
Kenwood KX-W4070 170 T B,C y 2 Auto bias function 
Kenwood KX-3060 170 s B.C y 2 44,12,37 Tape path stabiliser 
Kenwood KX·W4060 180 T B.C y 2 44,13,30 Computer controlled recording 
Kenwood KX-W6070 200 1 B,C y 2 Auto-bias function 
Kenwood KX-W6060 200 T B.C y 2 44,13,30 Auto bias 
Kenwood KX·5060S 235 s B,C,S y 2 44,12,30 Auto bias 
Kenwood KX·W8060 260 T B.C y 2 44,13,30 Auto bias 
Kenwood KX·W8070S 280 T B,C,S y 2 Auto bias function, power load 
Kenwood KX·7060S 400 s B.C y 3 44,13,30 Auto tape calibration 
Luxman K-322 200 s B,C y 2 13,44,18 Remote control, music search 
Luxman K-373 500 s B,C y 3 13,44,35 System bus, mic inputs 
Marantz SD-53 200 s B.C y 2 43,14,30 D·bus 
Marantz SD-415 210 T B.C y 2 43,14,30 0-bus, mic mixing 
Marantz SD-63 269 s B,C y 3 43,14,30 0-bus 
NAD 602 200 s B,C y 2 Plav Trim 
NAD Monitor 61 00 299 s B,C y 2 Play Trim, remote cntrl, Oyneq 
Nakamichi DA3 400 s B,C N 2 43,10,32 
Nakamichi OA2 600 s B,C N 3 43,10,32 Diffused resonance transport 
Nakamichi OR 1 850 s B,C N 3 43,10,32 Manual azimuth calibration 
Nakamichi Dragon 2350 AA B,C N 3 45,14,30 Auto azimuth correct 
Onkvo TA201 200 s B,C y 2 46,12,13 
Onkyo TA·RW313 250 T B,C y 2 46,12,31 
Onkyo KA-609 350 AA B,C y 2 28,12,31 Mini component 
Onkvo TA250 350 s B,C y 3 46,12,31 
Onkyo K·W606 370 T,AA B.C y 2 28,12,32 Mini component 
Onkyo K-611 430 AA B,C y 3 28,12,32 Mini component 
Pioneer CT ·S330 170 s B,C y 2 42,13,28 Audio tape setup, FLEX 
Pioneer CT·W503A 200 T.AA B,C y 2 42,13,25 Auto NA, FLEX 
Pioneer CT·S430S 200 s B,C,S y 2 42,13,28 Auto tape setup, FLEX, Dolbv S 
Pioneer CT·W603RS 230 T,AA B,C,S y 2 42,13,25 Auto tape setup, FLEX, Dolby S 
Pioneer CT·W803AS 300 T,AA B,C,S y 2 42,13,25 Twin record, mic i/p 
Pioneer CT ·S630S 300 s B,C,S y 3 42,13,38 Auto tape setup 
Pioneer CT·M601A 380 AA B.C y 2 42,14,38 Six tape record/play, r/cntrl 
Pioneer CT·SB30S 500 s B,C,S y 3 42,14,38 Slant Z transport mech 
Pioneer CT ·95 1000 s B,C,S y 3 44,15,38 Copper plated chassis 
Sansui D·X117HX 220 s B,C y 2 
Sherwood DS1150 80 s B,C N 2 
Sherwood DS101DC 100 s B,C y 2 Mic input 
Sherwood DD1030C 100 T 8 N 2 
Sherwood DS301 DC 120 s B,C y 2 
Sony TCFX211 B 100 s B,C N 2 43,12,29 
Sony TCK 215B 130 s B,C y 2 43,12,31 Tape calibration 
Sonv TCK3118 130 s B,C y 2 43,12,31 Auto calibration 
Sony TCW445B 150 T B,C y 2 43,12,31 Full logic control 
Sony TCK415B 180 s B.C y 3 43,12,31 UK optimised sound 
Sony TCWA545B 200 T B,C y 2 43,12,29 Auto calibration 
Sonv TCWA645S 250 T B,C,S y 2 43,12,31 UK optimised sound 
Sony TCK511 S 250 s B,C,S y 3 43,12,31 UK optimised sound 
SonyTCK611 S 300 s B,C,S y 3 43,12,30 UK optimised sound 
Teac V-600 150 s B,C y 2 Fine bias 
Teac A-550 200 AA B.C y 2 Blank scan 
Teac W-?OOA 220 T,AA B,C y 2 44,15,29 
Teac V-1010 250 s B,C y 3 44,15,29 Fine bias adjust 
Teac V-3010 350 s B.C y 3 44,15 36 Remote control, prtch adjust 
Teac V·202DS 380 s B,C,S y 3 44,15,29 Tape calibration 
Teac W-6DOOA 450 T,AA B,C y 2 44,15,33 Pitch control, remo1e 
T eac A·9000S 500 AA B,C y 3 49,15,36 Remote control 
Teac V-6030S 550 s B,C,S y 3 Dual capstan 
Teac V-8030S 650 s B,C,S y 3 Quartz locked, dual capstan 
Teac V-8000S 700 s B,C,S y 3 48,15,38 Direct drive, tape cal, remote 
Technics AS-TA373 180 T,AR B.C N 2 43,14,29 Play transport unidirectional 
Technics AS·TA474 200 T,AA B,C y 2 43,14,29 High speed FF/REW 
Technics AS·BX601 230 AA B,C y 3 43,13,29 Mic inputs, auto tape cal 
Technics RS·TA575 250 T,AA B,C y 2 43,14,29 Optical quick reverse 
Technics AS·TA701 270 AA B,C y 3 43,13,30 Anti-vibration base 
Technics AS·BX747 300 s B,C y 3 43,13,30 Fine bias ad·. THC lo·red base 
Technics AS-TA979 380 T ,AA B.C y 2 43,13,28 Both decks record, quick rev 
Yamaha KX-650 260 s BIC y 3 
Yamaha KX-W952 500 T B.C y 2 
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Aiwa OX-M1 DO 150 1bit 0 y Midi size 
AMC CD6 349 BS E,O y 
ARC COl 3278 y 'Bit String' conversion 
Arcam Alpha One 300 os E y 43,8,29 
Arcam Alpha 5 Plus 470 MB E y 43,8,27 UP!Iradable DAC , display off 
Arcam Delta 270 800 I Hybrid 2E 43,9,28 Convertable to 250 transport 
Audiomeca Damnation SE 1100 E,O y 29,10,32 
Audiomeca Kreatura 1199 MB E y 25,14,39 Heavily modifred CDM 
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Audiomeca Kreatura SE 1350 
Audiomeca Kreature SE 1450 
Audiomeca Mephisto SE 2250 
Aura CD50 400 
Aura CD50CHR 450 
AVI S2000 MCII 799 
AVI S2000MC 1149 
Cambs CD200 Mk 11 150 
Cambridge Audio CD200 150 
Denon DCD-615 180 
Denon DCD-825 220 
Denon DCD·1015 300 
DPA Renaissance 895 
Dual CD1135RC 140 
Dual CD1150AC 150 
Dual COt DOORS 170 
Dual CD1180RC 180 
Eclipse CD 101 80 
Eclipse CD420 100 
Goodmans Delta 700 110 
Goodmans GCD360A 120 
Grundig CD21 0 120 
Grundig CD1 140 
Grundig C02 190 
Grundig CD3 240 
Harman-Kardon HD7225 230 
Harman-Kardon H07325 299 
Harman-Kardon HD7425 349 
Harman-Kardon HD7525 449 
Harman·Kardon HD7625 549 
Harman-Kardon HD7725 799 
Jadis JS-1 8068 
JVC XL .Y17 4BX 140 
JVC XL·V274BK 160 
JVC XL·Z674 300 
JVC XL-M408BK 300 
JVC XL·Z1050TN 500 
JVC XL·MC100 800 
Kenwood DP-2060 160 
Kenwood DP·A4070 200 
Kenwood OP-A4060 200 
Kenwood DP-3060 200 
Kenwood DP·M5570 250 
Kenwood DP·M6060 250 
Kenwood DP-5060 250 
Kenwood DP· 7060 380 
Krell KPS20i 3278 
Krell CD·DSP Mk 11 5000 
Krell CD DSPII 5000 5000 
Krell KSP20i 9950 
Unn Mimik 798 
Unn Karik 1497 
Luxman 0·322 200 
Luxman 0·373 600 
Luxman 0500X's 3750 
Marantz CD· 53 200 
Marantz C0-63 250 
Marantz CD-52 11 SE 300 
Marantz CO· 72SE 600 
Marantz CD-1 0 1200 
Mclntosh MCD7008 1995 
Meridian 506 795 
Meridian 606 1350 
Meridian 508 1350 
Metaxas PHOS 1750 
Micro·Seiki CD·M2DC 3695 
Micro-Seiki CDM2000X 4689 
Micromeoa Staqe 1 450 
Micromega Stage 2 600 
Micromega Stage 3 800 
Micromega Trio 6000 
Mission DAD? 900 
Mission Discmaster 1900 
Musical Fidelitv E600 599 
Musical Fidelity FCD 1499 
NAD 501 180 
NAD 502 220 
NAD Monitor 5000 309 
NAD 517 400 
Naim CD3 898 
Naim COl 1862 
Naim CD5 3398 
Nakamichi MB4s 300 
Nakamichi MB3s 500 
Nakamichi MB2s 700 
Nakamichi MB1 s 900 

I 
NVA CD Tube 1100 
NVA T.E.S. 2000 

HI-FI 101 

Key to compact disc players, trans- R emote Control · Y ·yes, N · No. 
��i�; �7�P?:a��etail, to nearest 

Size-width x height x depth in cm. 

gound. AC T?pe · MB ·multi bit, t bit-single ��gi�1�;�}1�C�fc������::�e�=��ot��� bit, B -Bitstream, OS-Delta Sigma, M-MASH, Hybrid- combines multibit Directory for full test results. 
and single bit. 
?��ft��).0�F!�I�c�fi��t0&��:\t���=�l(-al 5/PDIF). 

i t, 
i 

11 i 
I i ' Size Special 

E,O 25,14,39 

MB E y 25,14,39 

E,O y 43,15,33 

BS E y 43,7,34 

BS E y 43,7,34 Chrome finish 
BS 31,25,9 Low noise clock s stem 
MB E y 31,25,9 20 bit Burr Brown DACs 
1b it y 42,9,29 
MB N y 42,9,29 Can play in reverse order 
MB E y 44,11,29 Digital aMenuator 
MB E y 44,11,28 UK design 
MB E,O y 44,11,28 Alpha processor 
MB E,O y 40,28,8 DPA DP16 DAC 
MB E y 42,8,28 Var. headphone out 
MB E y Var. headphone out 
BS E N Remote control vra CR9000AS 
BS E y 44,9,29 Var. head phone out 
MB y 36,8,29 

MB y 42,8,29 

MB N y 

MB N y 

BS E y 36,8,30 30 mem, random repeat 
BS E y 44,9,30 30 track memory, auto-space 
BS E y 44,9,30 
BS E y 44,9,30 FTS, display off, fade, DAC7 
BS y 45,10,33 
BS E,O y 45,10,33 
MB E y 45,10,33 
MB E y 45,10,33 

MB E y 45,10,33 

MB E,O y 45,10,33 
MB 

1bit y 44,10,28 

1bit y 44,10,28 
1blt y 44,11,28 
1bit y 44,13,32 Six disc 
1bit E y 45,11,34 
1bit y 36,37,38 1 00 disc player 
1bit y 44,10,26 Central mechanism 
1bit y 5-disc tray loading 
1bit y 44,12,38 Five disc carousel 
1bit y 44,10,26 Hiqh precision master clock 
1bit y 6+ 1 disc changer 
1bit y 44,12,36 Multiplay CD 6+ 1 disc 
1bit 0 y 44,12,31 D.A.I.V.E. 
1blt 0 y 44,12,31 D.A.I.V.E 

E y Balanced out, Bit String conv 
y 42,13,28 Digital inputs facility 

MB 2E y 42,13,28 Has digital in, balanced out 
E y Balanced out, top loader 

os E y 32,8,33 BNC digital 
os E.O y 32,8,33 BNC di ital 
MB y 44,10,28 18bit, 8x oversamplinq 
MB 0 y 44,11,35 System bus remote 
MB 0 y 44,12,39 Top loadrng 
BS E y 43,9,30 New transport, DAC, circuit 
BS E,O y 42,9,30 As CD-53 
BS E y 42,12,28 Selected passive components 
BS E,O y 42,12,28 As CD-52, 4V ou!Qut 
BS E.O y 46,14,36 Twin DAC-7, heavy build 
MB E y Seven disc multiplayer 
os E.O N 33,9,34 Recently improved sound 
1blt 3E,O N 

os E.O N 33,9,34 

BS E,O y 42,16.42 
MB E y 

MB E y 

BS E y 43,28,88 UP!Iradable 
BS E y 43,28,88 Upgradable 
BS E y 43,28,88 Upgradable 
BS E y 34,48,31 AES/T oslink digital output 
MB E y 22,8,36 
MB E y 22,8,38 Two box, inc Dacmaster DAC 
BS E y 44,12,35 Balanced XLA output 
BS 2E,O y 49,12,33 XLA balanced out, tube o/p sta 
BS N 
M E y 

M E y 

BS E y 44,108,40 5·disc carousel player 
MB y 32,6,30 1 box 
MB y 43,16,30 One box 
MB y 43,16,30 Two box 
MB y 43,9,27 6+ 1 Music Bank, 16 x 4 o/s 
MB y 43,9,38 6+ 1 Music Bank, 18 x 8 o/s 
MB E y 43,9,38 6+ 1 Music Bank, 18 x 8 o/s 
MB E y 43,9,27 6+ 1 Music Bank, 20 x 8 o/s 
1bit E y 

IBS. I E. _ y_ 



102 HI-FI CHOICE BUYER'S GUIDE 

� 
Model �-

' . 
NVAUS 3200 
NVA TLS 3300 
Onix CD33 999 
Onkyo DX710 200 
Onkyo DX703 240 
Onkyo C-711 290 
Onkvo DX·CII 0 350 
Onkyo OX750 350 
Orelle CD· I 00 500 
Philips CD71 0 120 

Philips CD740 130 
Philips C0720 130 
Philips CDC7 45 199 
Phi lips CD750 199 
Pioneer PD-77 100 
Pioneer PO-I 03 140 
Pioneer PD-203 160 
Pioneer PD-S503 200 
Pioneer PD-M603 250 
Pioneer PD-S703 300 
Pioneer PD-M703 300 
Pioneer PD-DM802 450 
Pioneer PD-S901 499 

Pioneer PD· TM3 500 
Pioneer PD·FI 00 600 
P1oneer PD-95 2500 
Quad C067 825 
Roksan ATI·DP2P Mkll 1495 
Rote! RCD-930AX 200 
Rote! RC0·940BX 250 
Rote! RC0-965BX 300 
Rote! RC0-9708X 375 
Role! RCD-965BX 0 375 
Rote! RC0-965BX LED 425 
Sansui CD-270 180 
Sansui CD-117K 11 200 

Sansui CD·X217i 200 
Sansui CO-X317 250 
Sansui CD-X617 350 
Sentec Diana 1100 
Sherwood C03020R 130 
Sherwood COC5030 200 
Sony COP-M302 130 
Sony COP-312 150 
Sony COP-C325M 230 
Sony CDP-C345 230 
Sony CDP·715E 250 
Sonv CDP-915E 300 
Sony CDP-CXIOO BOO 

Teac CD·P3500 200 
Teac PD-D880 250 
Teac C0-3 250 
Teac CO-P4500 280 
Teac VROS-7 599 
T eac VROS-1 0 770 
T eac VRDS· 20 1299 
Teac X-1 2500 
Teac X-IS 3500 
Technics SL -PG360A 140 
Technics SL-PG460A 160 
Technics SL -PG560A 180 
Technics SL·P670A 200 
Technics SL-P170A 250 
Technics SL-PSB40 450 
Technics SL-P2000 1000 
Wadia 16 7395 
Yamaha COX-670 290 
Yamaha COC-635 300 
Yamaha COX870 330 
Yamaha COX-1000 599 
YBA 2 2999 

... 
::!. 

Model g 
' .. . 

Arcam Delta 250 750 
ATD Drive I 3499 
Audiolab 8000CDM 1300 
Audiomeca Damnation 950 
Audiomeca Kreatura 1199 
Audiomeca Mephisto 2100 
Counterpoint DA-11 E 1495 
DPA Enliohlenmenl 635 
Jadis JCOT 8000 
Krell M0·20 4999 

Key to compact disc players, trans-
��i�; �7�p?c�7�etail, to nearest 

Remote Control • Y • yes, N - No. Size -width x height x depth in cm. 

gound. AC T
?
pe- MB- multibit, 1 bit- single 

����'W,�}f�C�?c���tl��:;;:r;��o1��t� bit, B -Bitstream, OS· Delta Sigma, M· MASH, Hybrid -combines multibit and single bit. Directory for full test results. 

���ft��).�i1g_i�l�c����tofu���\t�u��=�l(. al 5/PDIF). 

r 

i 

BS 
BS 
BS 
I bit 
I bit 
I bit 
I bit 
I bit 
MB 

MB 

MB 

MB 

BS 

BS 
1-bit 
1-M 
1-bit 
1-bit 
1-bit 
1-bit 
1-bit 
1-bit 
1-bit 
l·bit 
1bit 
1-bit 
os 
os 
I bit 
MB 
BS 
BS 
BS 
BS 
BS 
MB 
MB 

BS 
BS 

MB 

BS 
I bit 
I bit 
I bit 
lbit 
I bit 
1bit 
I bit 
IM 

BS 
MS 

BS 

BS 
BS 
BS 
BS 
MB 

MS 

M 

M 

M 

M 

M 

M 

M 
MB 
BS 

BS 
BS 
BS 
MB 

i' 
" 

i 

.. 

j 
I I 

E y 

E y 

0 y 

0 y 

0 y 

0 y 

0 y 

E y 

y 

E y 

y 

E y 

E y 

E,O y 

N 
y 

y 

y 

0 y 

y 

y 

E,O y 

y 

y 

E,O y 

E y 

E y 

y 

y 

E y 

E y 

E y 

E y 

N N 

N N 

E N 
E,O y 

E,O y 

E,O N 
y N 

N y 

N y 

y 

N y 

y 

0 y 

0 y 

0 

E y 

y 

E y 

E y 

E,O y 

E,O y 

E,O 
y 

0 y 

N y 

N y 

0 y 

0 y 

0 y 

0 y 

0 y 

E,O y 
y 

0 y 

E,O y 

EO y 

I 

I 
i 
SI! .. 

2E, 0 y 

E,O y 

E,O y 

E,O y 

E,O y 

E,O y 

E,O y 

y 

y 

E,20 y 

Size 

43,8,33 
46,11,31 
46,11,31 
28,8,30 
46,12,43 
46,11,31 
44, I 0,28 

44,13,33 
42,11,28 
42,11,28 
42,11,29 
42,11,30 
42,13,27 
42,13,30 
42,14,31 
42,13,33 
42,18,35 
42,19,40 
44,16,34 
33,8,26 
46,12,35 
44,9,29 
44,10,32 
44,10,32 
44,8,30 
44,10,32 
44, I 0,32 

12,5,23 

44,10,38 
36,10,33 
43,10,29 
36,10,39 
43,13,39 
43,11,30 
43,11,36 
43,13,38 
44,12,28 
44,11,38 
45,13,28 
44,12,29 
45,15,34 
45, 15,34, 
50,15,34 
46, t4,40 
46,14,40 
43,10,29 
43,10,29 
43,11,30 
45,12,29 
43,13,29 
43,13,34 

45,13,33 

43,10,33 

Size 

43,9,28 
44,9,34 
45,8,36 
29,10,32 
25,14,39 
43,15,33 

40,28,8 

42,13,28 

Special 

DAC7 

Mini component 

DC coupled 
16 bil conlinuous lechnology 
Hybrid 5·bil DAC 
16 bil Conlinuous Cahbralion 
Multi-disc tray 
Selected BS DAC, differential 
Salin gold finish 
Display off 
As I 03, variable output & remo 
Legato Link 
Six disc 
SPM, Legato Link , lwin PSU 
Six disc, DSP soundfield cntrl 
Dual magazine 12-disc 
SPM, Leoato Link, Twin OAC 
Trip le magazine, 18-disc 
I 00 disc, Legato Link 
Balanced out, Legato, SPM 
For use with 66 system 
Plaver, four level isolation 

Audiophile components 

Discrete output 
Discrete & slit foil caps 

20 bit 

Five disc carousel 
Midi-size, full remote control 
Digital servo 
Midi size, 5-disc player 
Five disc player 
UK optimised sound 
UK oplimised sound 
100 disc autochanoer 

5-disc carousel 
Central mechanism 
Oiqital attenuator 
Twin BS 
Twin DAC7, balanced output 
Twin DAC7, balanced output 
Balanced out, 4x20bil 
Balanced out, 4x 20bit 
Remote control capable 
4-0AC 
Salected audio parts 
Virtual Banery operalton 
S·Advanced MASH 
Advanced MASH converter 
THCB base, R·Core transformer 
Glass, plastic, BNC & AES/EBU 

Outboard power supply 

Special 

BNC oul. Has sync lock input 
Top load, 2·box acrylic 
Precision master clock 

Heavily modilied COM 
lnleoral planer, layer susoen 

Clock locks to DPA DACs 
Top load 
Top load, AT&T optical out 

Key to compact disc players. trans- Remote Control - Y- yes, N - No. 
��i� ���P?t'a1�etail, to nearest Size-width x height x depth in cm. 

gound. AC T
?
pe - MB - multibit, 1 bit- single 

������;�}J�C�fc������:;;e�:��o
t�t� bit, B - Bitstream, DS- Delta Sigma, M- MASH, Hybrid- combines multibit Directory for full test results. and single bit. 

¥�ifl��).�iF!t;l�c����\0(u���\l���=�tr-al 5/PDIF) . 

r I i � � 
Model Q' 'I , i Size Special 

' .,. 
Krell KPS 20T 8550 E,O y AT&T, AES/EBU balanced 1n 
Krell DT-10 9090 2E ,O y 42,13,28 Front loader 
Meridian 200 895 E,O y 32,32,10 
Meridian 500 975 E,O y 32,33,9 
Meridian 602 1750 E ,O y 32,33,10 
Micromeoa Drive 1 600 E,O y 43,28,88 Uooradable, AES/EBU out 
Micromega Drive 2 900 E,O y 43,28,88 Upgradable, AES/EBU out 
Micromega T-Orive 1200 E y 22,28,88 Tray loading, AES/EBU out 
Micromeoa Duo CD3-I 1350 E,O y 34,9,31 Top loadino, AES/EBU out 
Micromega Duo C02·1 2500 E,O y 34,9,31 Top loading, AES/EBU oul 
Orelle CDIO·T 799 E y 44,10,32 Isolated PSU, silver wiring 
Pink Triangle Cardinal 750 46,8,36 Upgradable transport & player 
PS Audio Lambda IT 1990 E y 38,8,34 AT&T, AES/EBU op11onal 

Roksan An -OP2 Mkll 1295 E y 46,12,35 AT&T optical, AES/EBU opl1onal 
Roksan A TI -OP2A 1490 y 46,12,35 AT&T optical 
T eac VROS-T1 499 E,O y 44,15,33 VRDS mechanism 

Teac P-700 899 E,O y 23,14,40 Half width, anti-resonance cha 
Teac P·2 3499 E,O y 23,14,49 
Teac P-2S 4299 O ,E y 23,14,49 Gold plate circuit beards 

Theta Data Basic 1997 E y 42,8,34 AT&T, AES/EBU option 

Theta Dala 11 NTSC 3290 E y 42,12,40 AT&T, AES/EBU oplion 

Theta Dala 11 PAL 3490 E,O y 42,12,40 AT&T, AES/EBU balanced in 

Wadia 20 4370 Glass, plastic, BNC, AES/EBU 

Wadia 7 9995 y 35,16,46 

"' I 11 

I � 
i �· 

"' 

Model i!i . Size Special 
' . 

Arcam Black Box 50 450 Hybrid E,O N 43,7,28 Two inputs, svnc lock 

Arcam Black Box 500 750 BS E,O y 43,9,28 7 inputs, svnc·lock 

Audio Alchemy DAC-in·th -box20 MB E 

Audio Alchemy DDEvl.l 399 BS E,O Upradable external PSU 

Audio Note DACI 600 MB E,O y 

Audio Note DAC3 1650 MB E/0 y 

Audio Research DAC2 3940 MB 48,14,26 20bit, 8x o/s 

Audiolab 8000DAC 800 BS 45,8,36 Balanced AESIEBU input 

Audiomeca Elixir 745 BS E,O y 25,39,9 

AVI S2000MO 549 MB 31,25,9 16 bit, oplical & elec i/p 

Beard OAP-2 OAC 999 BS E,O y Hybrid tube 

Beard OAP· I 1250 MB 
Counterpoint AD20 255 MB DACCard for DA-1 OE 

Counterpoint CS 18 355 MB DACCard for DA·I OE 

Counterpoint 8869 595 MB OACCard for DA·I OE 
Counterpoint UA20 995 MB DACCard for OA-1 OE 

Counterpoint DA-11 E 1495 E,O y 49,6,27 Oplional AT&T & AES/UBU balanc 

Counterpoint DA-10E 1675 E,O y Interchangeable DACs, oplional 

DPA Renaissance 550 MS 20,28,8 Unique DPA OXI6 DAC 

DPA Enlighlenmenl 795 MB 20,28,8 

OPA POM256 2995 MS 20,28,8 Unique DPA OX64 DAC 

OPA PDM 10924 5995 MS 40,30,8 Unique OPA OXI28 OAC 

EMF Audio Crystal 500 BS 
Krell Studio 2 3198 MS 42,13,27 AT&T in 

Krell Studio 4450 MB 42,6,32 AT&T in 
Krell Relerence 64 14900 MB 42,13,39 AT&T in 
LFD OAC3 2699 MB N 48,7,37 Optional balanced oulpul 
Linn Numerik 1075 MS 32,8,33 CO sync link with Karik 
Meridian 563 695 os 3E,O N 33,9,34 
Metaxas Mas DAC 2800 MB E,O y 26,15,45 External PSU, 20 bit 
Micromeoa Microdac 349 BS E,O 22,5,15 Coax/optical 
Micromega DAC 600 BS 43,28,88 AES/EBU input 
Micromega Duo BS2 600 BS 8,28,9 AES input 
Micromega T·DAC 800 BS 22,28,88 Four inputs 

Microm�ga Duo Pro 2 1350 BS 34,48,31 AES input 
Mission DAC5 300 BS 7,11,29 Oulbcard DAC, malehes DADS 
NVA Dacon 320 BS E N 
Orelle DA-188 399 MB N 22,7,23 DC coupled, optical & coax in 
Orelle OA-180 599 MB E N 44,7,28 2 outputs, twin transformers 
Perception OAC 695 MB 
Pink Triangle Ordinal 790 BS E,O 23,8,35 lnterchangable OAC & filter 
Pink Triangle DaCapo 1450 BS E,O 46,8,35 Unique discrete DAC 
Pink Triangle DC 1500 46,8,35 Massive banery PSU for DaCapo 
PS Audio Dioilink 11 688 MB 38,8,16 
PS Audio Superlink 2 1230 MB 38,8,16 
PS Audio Ultralink 2 2650 MB 38,6,20 AT&T input option 
PS Audio Ref Link 5490 MS 38,8,36 AT&T input 
QED Positron 89 Upgrade PSU for Digit 
QED Oigil Plus 139 BS E N 
QED Digit Reference 299 BS Combined 2x PositroniDIQil 
Roksan An -OA2 549 os N 22,10,33 OAC 4 inputs, optional AT&T 
Sentec Olana 993 MB E,O 
Teac D-700 599 MB E,O 23,14,40 Malehes P-700, 4x20bit 
Teac 0·2 2499 MB 23,14,49 18 bil, balanced out ut 
Thela Pro-Prime 11 1800 BS E 42,5,23 

., ,. ' ' . , I 

ILA,,rlJnbhR� JCC lnt N M MMMr.1T1T y N 4S R :ln PrP.ouUmain in I 



=l' 
Model �-
I 1 ' 1  

JVC XM-01BK 900 
Marantz 00-82 199 
Meridian COR 4500 
Nakamichi 10007 0 
Phi lips OCC300 179 
Phili s DCC600 199 
Philips OCC951 300 
Pioneer 0-05 800 
Pioneer D-07 1150 
Sharp MD-M11 E 450 
Sony MBS501 800 
Sonv OTC80ES 800 
Technics RS-DC8 400 

=l' 
Model �-

· I ' I 

Aiwa HP-V141 7 
Aiwa HP-A160 7 
Aiwa HP-JB33 8 
Aiwa HP-V143 9 
Aiwa HP-A260 9 
Aiwa HP-V145 10 
Aiwa HP-V147 10 
Aiwa HP-X201 13 
Aiwa HP-A360 13 
Aiwa HP-X301 20 
Aiwa HP-VX303 25 
Aiwa HP-X705 40 
AKG K2 23 
AKG K33 25 
AKG K44 42 
AKG K135 46 
AKG K141 74 
AKG K240 Monitor 82 
AKG K270 112 
AKG K280 Parabolic 117 
AKG K400 118 
AKG K270 Studio 121 
AKG K500 138 
AKG K340 191 

AKG K1000 646 
Audio Technica ATH-309 36 
Audio Technica ATH-M4X 39 
Audio Technica ATH-909 60 
Audio Technica ATH-01 80 
Audio Technica ATH-910 90 
Audio T echnica A TH-900 245 
Beyer DT211 33 
Sever DT311 49 
Beyer DT331 59 
Sever DT411 69 
Sever OT431 89 
Sever DT511 99 

Beyer T990 119 
Beyer DT531 129 
Beyer OTIOO 135 
Beyer OT801 159 
Beyer IRS790 179 
Beyer DT81 t t79 
Sever DT770 Pro 185 
Sever IRS890 199 
Sever DT990 Pro 199 
Beyer DT901 199 
Sever OT911 219 
Grado Prestige SR60 90 
Grado Prestiae SR80 125 
Grado Prestige SRI 00 175 
Grado Prestige SR200 230 
Grado Prestige SR300 320 
Grado Sianature HP3 410 

Key to digital recorders 
Price -typical retail, to nearest 

����� -
MD· Mini Disc· DCC · Di ital 

Compact Cassette, OAT- Digita� Audio 
Cassettes. 
Digitalin & Out- E- Electrical \usual­
ly coaxial 5/PDIF), 0- optical, usual­
ly Toslink). 

"' 
"' .. 

"' .p n 

� .p .. 
"' ... 

'I ;; a 'I 

MO E,O E,O BS 

DCC E,O E,O M BIBS 
CO-R E,O E BS in/ 

OAT E,O E,O MB in/ 

occ E y BS in/ 

occ E y BS in/ 

OCC E,O E MB 
OAT 

OAT E,O E,O 
MO y 

MD E,O E,O BS 

OAT E,O E,O BS 

DCC E O EO BS 

ii 
... 

i 
I ! 
1 i 

Ear 5 16 
Opn 45 32 
Oon 18 16 
Ear 5 16 
Opn 54 32 
Ear 5 16 
Ear 5 16 
Sld 230 
Opn 65 40 
Sld 230 
Sld 230 
Sld 130 
Opn 70 200 
Opn 90 50 
Opn 90 50 
Opn 160 150 
Oon 225 600 

Opn 240 600 

Sld 250 75 
Oon 250 75 
Opn 250 120 
Sld 250 75 
Opn 250 120 
Opn 380 400 
Opn 270 120 
Opn 140 30 
Oon 140 30 
Oon 200 600 
Opn 200 600 
Sld 200 600 
Opn 240 32 
Opn 120 40 
Oon 124 40 
Oon 210 40 

Qp<l. 120 250 
Opn 210 40 

Opn 200 250 
Opn 200 600 
Opn 245 250 
Sld 350 600 
Sld 250 250 
Don 270 
Oon 245 250 
Sld 250 600 

Ojln 270 600 
0Rn 230 600 
Sld 280 250 
Opn 275 250 
Opn 40 
Opn 40 
Opn 40 
Opn 40 
Opn 40 
Oon 40 

����'W,�}1�f�f,�:�\��::;e�:��o1��� 
Directory for full test results. 

Size Special 

18,5,13 
42,15,34 DAC7 output 

36,11,30 
44,12,30 

Turbodrive mech, 18 bit 
96kHz sampling 

44,14,38 96kHz record, Legato link 
8,3,11 Recorder, title generator 
43,9,35 Sample rate cpnverter 
43,11,55 SBM 
43,12 35 Title input capable 

Special 

Bass resonator ducts 
Banded, 3.5/6.3mm 
Vertical ear fit, ultra light 
Bass resonator ducts 
Banded, bass resonator ducts 
Carrying case included 
Bass resonator ducts 
Dual plug 
Banded, bass resonator ducts 
3m lead, dual plug 
In-line controls, dual pluqs 
Dual plug_, 2m ext cable 
Mini 

Cordless infra-red 

Key to headphones 
Price· typical retail, to nearest 

��u�� -
Opn- open back, vented or 

vefoc.ity type; gives less environmen­
tal isolatton, but is usually more nat­
ural feeling in extended use. Sld ­
sealed- the headphones form an air 
seal around the ears, helping reduce 
sound leakage. IR- Infra red cordless. 
Ear-in-ear model. 

Weight-without cable. 

��l�1�i�}J�f�?c���\��:��e�=��o1�t� 
Directory for full test results. 



AMPLIFIERS 

AUDIO INNOVATIONS 

Alto .£29 9.90 

L1 

Series 300 

AURA 

VA50 ' 

VA80 

VA100 11 

DENON 

PMA250111 

PMA35011 .. 

PMA450 SE'. 

PMA480 R 

KENWOOD 

KA10 60 

..... £29 9.90 

... £49 9.00 

.... £189.90 

.£279.90 

.... £349.90 

... £15 9.90 

.£219 . 90 

.£249.90 

..... £219.90 

.... £129.90 

KA30 20 SE ............ £19 9.90 

KA40 40 ' 

MARANTZ 

PM63' 

.... £214.90 

... £249.90 

PM5 3' ..... £19 9.90 

PM44SE 11 ............ £189.90 

NAKAMICHI 

IA4 .. 

PIONEER 

A20 3 

A300 X 

A400 X 

ROT EL 

RA9 30 AX 11 

. .. £19 9.90 

... £129.90 

.... £189.90 

.... £29 9.90 

RA9 30BX ........ . 

.. £149.90 

... £19 9.90 

.. £249.90 

. .£29 9.90 

.... £174.90 

.... £224.90 

RA9 35BX 11 

RA9 70BX. 

RC9 70BX 11 

RB9 70BX 11 

SONY 

TAF442B' 

TAF5 42B .. 

TECHNICS 

SUA600 11 

SUA700 W .  
SUA800 11 

SUA900 11 

THORENS 

... £19 4.90 

.£19 9.90 

... £19 9.90 

. .£249.90 

.. £329.90 

.. £39 9.90 

TTA2000 

TTP2000 

YAMAHA 

AX470 

AX5 70 

AX380 

............ £49 9.90 

... £5 49.90 

... £239.90 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . £289.90 

.£19 9.90 

TUNERS 

AURA 

TU 50 ' 

DE NON 

TU260 L 

TU380 RD. 

MARANTZ 

ST5 3 

ST63 

PIONEER 

F20 3L 

F50 2RDS 

...... £219.90 

... £119.90 

. .... £189.90 

... £169.90 

............ £19 9.90 

... £129.90 

.. £229.90 

*FREE DELIVERY 
THROUGHOUT UK MAINLAND 

ABOVE £250.00 
{EXCEPT CLEARANCE ITEMS AND SPECIAL OFFERS) 

350 EDGWARE ROAD, LONDON W2 lEA 
Tel (0171) 402 2100 Fax (0171) 724 7750 

Estd 
1976 

ROTEL 

RT9 30 AX' ... £144.90 

RT9 50BX ............. £19 9.90 

SONY 

STS211 LB 

STS311 LB' .. 

STS50 5 ES .. 

TECHNICS 

ST4350 

... £129.90 

. ..... £15 9.90 

.£249.90 

.... £139.90 

STG5 50 . . .£189.90 

STG650 . . . . • . . . . . . .£229.90 

YAMAHA 

TX480 

TX5 80 RDS . 

.. £139.90 

. .. £19 9 . 90 

CASSETTE DECKS 

* SPECIAL OFFERS 

KX480 .... 

KX5 80 .. 

KXW282 

KXW482 

. ... £19 9.90 

. .£249.90 

.. £19 9.90 

.. £249.90 

TURNTABLES 

TECHNICS 

SLBD20 . . . ... £129.70 

SLBD22 . . . . . . . . . . . .£149.90 

SL 1210MII ..... £39 9.90 

THORENS 

TD180 ' .£15 9.90 

TD166 VI" ... £239.90 

TD166 VI REGA' ...... £269.90 

TD280 ' . . . .... £179.90 

LOUDSPEAKERS 

B&W 

200 1' . .£79.90 

200 2' . . .. £10 9.90 

DM600 ' ... £139.90 

DM61 0 '  .............. £189.90 

DM620 ' ... £329.90 

P4 .£5 9 9.90 

P5 . . . . .£79 9.90 

BOSE 

AM3 11 

AM5 11 

.£49 9.90 

............ £75 9.90 

AM3 System 

AM5 �ystem 

BOSTON 

40 4V 

5 25 V  

.... £5 9 9.90 

. .. £10 79.90 

.. £9 9.90 

.. £149.90 

.£119.90 

CLEARANCE BARGAINS 
HD5 

CELESTION 

... £119.90 

... £139.90 

.... £189.90 

...... £239.90 

normal CLEARANCE 
price PRICE 

HARMAN KARDON 

HK6350 R .. £39 9.90. . .... £249.90 

HK65 50 ... £429.90 .. . .... £289.90 

HK1200 .... £279.90 ......... £19 9.90 

HK1400 ... £39 9.90 .. £29 9.90 

HD7450 ... £29 9.90 .. . ... £19 9.90 

AIWA 

normal CLEARANCE 
price PRICE 

ADF850 ........ £229.90 ............ £199.90 
XKS7000' ... £5 49.9 5 .. . .... £39 9.90 
XKS9000" ... £69 9.90 ......... £479.90 

ROT EL 

RA9 40BX .. £249.90 ... . ... £189.90 

RA9 60BX £29 9.90 £25 4.90 

RCD955AX .. £279.90 ......... £19 9.90 

RA9 35BX. £19 9.90 ......... £149.90 

DENON 

DRM5 40 

DRS640 

DRM740 

DRS810 . ....... . 

DRW760 

KENWOOD 

.... £15 9.90 

..... £19 9.90 

... £25 9.90 

.£29 9.90 

. . . £249.90 

KX30 50 .............. £15 9.90 

KXW40 60 . . .... £169.90 

KXW80 60 . . .£25 9.90 

NAKAMICHI 

.... £849.90 

.£5 9 9.90 

DR1 

DR2 . 

DR3 .  

SONY 

TCK5 11' 

TCK611" 

. ............ £39 9.90 

............ £19 9.90 

.£239.90 

TCWR635 S' 

TECHNICS 

RSTR373' 

RSTR474' 

RSTR5 75 ' 

RSTR9 79 ' 

RSBX50 1 

YAMAHA 

KX380 

... £229.90 

........... £149.90 

... £169.90 

.... £219.90 

... £329.90 

.... £179.90 

.£169.90 

Mail Order: simply send your 
cheque together with your 

name and address, or phone 
your access or visa number 

normal CLEARANCE 
price PRICE 

LS0200 ... £149.90 ......... £10 9.90 
LS0300 ... £19 9.90 ......... £139.90 
TD4200 .... £279.90 ......... £19 9.90 

HK3300 ... £379.90 ........ £19 9.90 

INFINITY 

Ref 20 .. ... £29 9.90 ... ..£179.90 

Ref 40 ....... £429.90 ......... £329.90 
Ref 60 .. .. £749.90.... ..£5 79.90 

normal CLEARANCE 
price PRICE 

NAKAMICHI 

AMP2 ........ £369 . 90 ........ £19 9.90 
REC3 ........ £369.90 .. . .... £19 9.90 
IA3 .......... £349.90 ......... £19 9.90 
MUSICAL FIDELITY 

TYPHOON ... £349.00 .... £285.00 

PRE-AMP .£219.90 ..... £175.00 
CD2 .... £35 9.00 ......... £285.00 

MASO ....... £875.00 ... . ... £715.00 

CD PLAYERS 

AURA 

CD5oc· . 

DE NON 

DCD315 . 

DCD615 . 

DCD10 15 . 

DCD825 . 

.£29 9.90 

... £149.90 

.. £179.90 

...... £349.90 

. .£219.90 

HARMAN KARDON 

FL8400 

MARANTZ 

CD63 . 

CD63SE. 

PIONEER 

PD20 3 .. 

...... £349.90 

.. £249.90 

.. £349.90 

. ..... £15 9.90 

PDS50 3 .............. £19 9.90 

PDS70 3 .  

ROT EL 

RCD9 30 AX 

RCD9 40BX 

RCD9 65BXLE 

RCD9 70BX 

SONY 

CDP9 15 .. 

CDPX30 3ES" .. 

TECHNICS 

SLPG5 60 '  ... 

SLPD867 .. 

SLPD667' 

SLPG460 " 

SLPS740 .. 

SLPS840 ' 

. .£249.90 

..... £19 9.90 

.. £249.90 

.£29 9.90 

... £349.90 

.£29 9.90 

.£45 9.90 

. ... £149.90 

.£19 9.90 

.... £149.90 

.£129.90 

.£229.90 

... £349.90 

311 

51 1 

711 

CERWIN VEGA 

VS8 ... £249.90 

VS1 0 . . . .. £349.40 

VS12 ................ £5 49.90 

DC10 . . .. £5 49.90 

JBL 

MR5 

MR25 

MR26 

MR28 

MR38 

KEF 

.... £84.90 

.... £10 9.90 

. .£15 4.90 

... £169.90 

.... £239.90 

010 " .. £19 9.90 

030 ................. £349.90 

050 

M90' 

M100 . 

MISSION 

.. £49 9.90 

.... £189.90 

.£349.90 

762i ......... £169.90 

781'. . ... £189.90 

MONITOR AUDIO 

M14-ll 

MA20 1 .. . 

MA20 2 ... . 

ROGERS 

LS1 A/2' 

LS2 A/2 ... 

LS4 A/2 .. 

TANNOY 

PROFILE 631 

PROFILE 632 . 

PROFILE 633 

PROFILE 636 

PROFILE 637 ... 

PROFILE 638 

625 ALF .. 

SUBSAT3' 

.. £469.90 

.... £249.90 

.... £39 9.90 

.£19 9.90 

.£249.90 

. ... £29 9.90 

.... £149.90 

. ... £189.90 

.£319.90 

.£419.90 

. ... £49 9.90 

.£5 9 9.90 

.£5 9 5.00 

.£29 9.90 

TDL 

NFM 

RTL1 

RTL2 

RTL3 

RTL4 

.£119.9 9 

... £19 9.9 5 

... £29 9.9 5 

................ £39 9.90 

.£649.90 

FREE £40 SPEAKER 

STANDS WITH ANY 

BOOKSHELF 

SPEAKER S WORTH 

£150 OR OVER 



HI-FI CHOICE BUYER'S GUIDE 105 

Key to headphones Impedance· in ohms. Price- typical retail, to nearest 
�:fi�1�;�}J�f�fc���\��:�;e�:��o1��� ��u��-Opn - open back, vented or veracity type; gives less environmen- Directory for full test results. tal isolation, but is usually more nat· ural feeling in extended use. Sld -sealed -the headphones form an air seal around the ears, helping reduce sound leakage. IR-Infra red cordless. Ear- in-ear model. 

Weight- without cable. 

Key to loudspeakers Sens- output at given power input Price - typical retail, to nearest level. 
�����-2x, 3x etc ·number of indepen- Impedance- in ohms. Power· maxi-
dent drive units, Pt- ported,IB- m��-r!f3t��1�1:�t�mcfel�������-ut. sealed, Active- dedicated active crossover, needs amps for each dri- ��gi�1�;�}r�c�rc��P\��::�:r:��otTh� ���bA::of:r���td ?��� �r�i�-

t��·a�i� Directory for full test results. drive unit, Horn- horn loadin�. MC-moving coil, ESL- electrostatiC, CC· coupled cavity, Hybrid ·dynamic bass/ESL or nbbon top. 

a 

� 
i J I 

Model g· !1: a Special 

a 
1 .. 

� 
i i 

.. ; 
Mod et �- .. � � Size Special 

. . .  . . ' 

Sennheiser HD 16 8 Oon 45 32 Mini, 1.2m lead, dual pluo Acoustic Enerqy Aeqis 1 452 2x Pt 86 8 150 21,39,26 Stand mount, metal cone 
Sennheiser HD36 11 Opn 62 32 Mini. 1.2m lead. dual plug Acoustic Enerqy Aeqis 2 799 2x PI 86 8 200 33,106,26 Floor, reflex, metal cone 
Sennheiser HD56 13 Opn 72 32 Mini, 1.2m lead, dual plug Acoustic Energy AE1 870 2x PI 88 8 200 26,30,18 Metal dome/cone, solid enc 
Sennheiser Vegas 25 Opn 118 32 3m lead, 3.5/6.3mm Acoustic Energy AE2 1175 2x PI 91 6 200 24,40,32 Twin bass, metal cone 
Sennheiser Manhattan 25 Opn 118 32 3m lead, 3.5/6.3mm Acoustic Energy AE3 1650 3x Pt 87 4 250 37,27,63 Simplified metal dome/cone 
Sennheiser HD440 11 35 Opn 125 60 3m lead, 3.5/6.3mm Advent Mini 99 88 8 120 16,28,14 Bookshelf/stand mount 
Sennheiser HD60TV 36 Opn 118 32 6.8m lead {inc vol control) Advent Baby 2 149 2x 89 8 75 26,39,15 Bookshelf/stand mount 
Sennheiser HD320 45 Opn 120 60 3m lead, 3.516.3mm Advent Graduate 219 2x 89 8 210 28.44.17 Bookshelf/stand mount 
Sennheiser HD330 60 Opn 120 100 3m lead, 3.5/6.3mm Advent Prodiqy 299 89 8 300 24,68,20 Floor standing, lree space 
Sennheiser H0340 70 Opn 120 100 Sinqle sided cable Advent Leqacy 2 349 90 8 500 38,67,22 Floor standing, free space 
Sennheiser H025 SP 80 Sld 115 85 Monitorino headphone Advent Laureate 499 90 8 500 21,80,29 Floor standing, free space 
Sennheiser HD535 90 Opn 255 150 3m lead, 3.5/6.3mm Advent Heritage 579 90 8 600 25,89,31 Floor standing, free space 
Sennheiser HD545 Refer ce110 Opn 255 150 3m lead, 3.5/6.3mm Allison AltOO 100 2x 90 4 150 33,24,19 Boundary, stand mount 
Sennheiser HD565 Ovati 130 Opn 255 150 3m lead, 3.5/6.3mm Allison AL105 170 2x 90 4 150 24,37,21 Boundary, stand mount 
Sennheiser HD265 Linear 130 Sld 260 150 Closed back Allison MS200 220 90 4 75 13,25,14 Boundary, stand mount 
Sennheiser HD25 145 Sld 140 70 Professional, closed back Allison AL110 220 90 4 150 24,40,23 Floor standinq, free space 
Sennheiser 15450 150 160 Infra-red cordless - hi-fi Allison AL 115 280 90 4 150 28,51,26 Boundary, stand mount 
Sennheiser 15550 180 170 Infra-red cordless Allison CD6 300 90 4 150 29,29,29 Cu!loid, wall mount 
Sennheiser HD 580 Preci on190 Opn 260 300 Flagship model Allison CD7 380 90 4 150 24,70,24 Floor standing, free space 
Sennheiser Charleston 225 Opn 210 140 3m lead. dual pluo. leather tr Allison AL120 420 90 4 200 28,61,29 Floor standing, free space 
Sennheiser 15850 830 330 Digital audiophile infra-red Allison CD8 550 90 4 200 27,73,27 Floor standi no, free space 
Sennheiser HE60/HEV70 998 Opn 260 Electrosta!lc wrth energiser Allison AL125 650 90 4 200 28,78,29 Open space, free standing 
Sennheiser Orpheus 9652 Opn 365 Electrostatic, valve energiser Allison AL 130 800 90 4 200 32,95,34 Open space, free standing 
Sony MDR-007 Mk 11 8 Opn 36 2m, 3.5/6.3mm plug Allison I.C. 10 2500 87 6 200 48,102,27 Floor standing. free space 
Sony MDR-009 10 Opn 40 2m, 3.5/6.3mm plug Allison I.C. 20 5500 87 6 400 53,122,31 Floor standing, free space 
Sony MDR-W07L 11 Ear 13 tm mini plug AMCWM50 120 86 8 60 19,28,7 Ceiling mount 
Sony MDR-A009 12 Opn AMCWM75 160 86 8 80 22,30,9 Ceiling mount 
Sonv MDR-E515V 12 Ear 5 1 m lead, mini plug AMCWM100 210 86 8 100 26,36,10 Ceilino mount 
Sony MDR-V50 13 Sld Apogee Grand 0 Ribbo 86 71,194,86 Three way ribbon, active sub 
Sony MDR-E525 15 Ear 5 1 m lead, mini plug Ajx!Qee Centaur Minor 1345 Hybrid 88 4 100 30,88,20 Rib!lonldynamrc 
Sony MDR-24 15 Opn 7m, 3.5/6.3mm plug Apogee Rib!lon Wall 1750 Hybrid 89 27,120,7 Ribbon/dynamic 
Sony MDA-25 16 OPN Apogee Centaur 2300 Hybrid 88 4 150 33,102,25 Ribbon/dynamic 
Sony MDA-W12L 16 Ear 1.2m mini plug Apogee Slant 6 2400 Hybrid 88 Ribbon tweeter, dynamic bass 
Sony MDR-008TV 17 Opn 5m, 3.5/6.3mm plug Apogee CDD Subwoofer 3490 Hybrid 87 63.38,55 Active movrng coil sub 
Sony MDR-E535 18 Ear 5 1.2m lead, mini plug Apogee Stage Sub 3645 MC 86 58,25.42 Active moving coil sub 
Sony MDR-44 18 Opn 7m, 3.5/6.3mm plug Apogee Slant 8 3700 Hybrid 88 Ribbon treble, dynamic mass 
Sonv MDA-009TV 19 Opn 5m. 3.5/6.3mm plug I Ap()(jee Calioer Si 3998 Aibbo 87 58,127 Two way 
Sonv MDR-35 20 OPN Apogee Stage 4100 Ribbo 86 55,82,5 Two way 
Sony MDR-CD30 20 Sld 2m, 3.5/6.3mm plug I Apogee Centaur Major 4980 Hvbrid 88 4 200 40,141,27 Rib!lon/dynamic 
Sony MDR-E747MP 20 Ear 6 1.2m lead, mini plug Apogee Studio Grand 14900 Hybrid 87 63,160,55 Three way rib!lon, active sub 
Sony MDR-CD50 20 Sld 180 24 2m, 3.5/6.3mm piug AR M.5 139 2x 88 6 18,21,15 Boundary, bookshelf mount 
Sony MDR-5747 20 Ear 6 1.2m lead, mini plug AA Pi One 149 90 8 60 19,32,17 Stand mount, !loundary siting 
Sony MDR-PtTV 22 Sld 5m, 3.5/6.3mm pluq AA Fun Partner 170 90 6 75 27,15,20 Utility model 
Sony MOR-A22L 22 Ear 1.2m mini plug AA Pi Two 199 90 8 100 27,44,2 Stand mount, !loundary siting 
Sony MDR-CD250EX 28 Sld 3m, 3.5/6.3mm lead AR M! 199 88 8 100 28,27,20 Boundary, bookshelf mount 
Sony MDR-CD450 45 Sld 260 24 3m, 3.5/6.3mm plug AA Pi Three 219 89 8 100 21,51,22 Stand mount, boundary siting 
Sonv MDR-IF21 0 50 lA 170 Extra hlphone w/o transmitter AA Active Partner 230 Active 19,27,15 Utility model 
Sony MDR-CD550 60 Sld 270 45 3m, 3.5/6.3mm plug AA Rock Partner 240 90 8 100 24,37,22 Utility powered {active) 
Sony MDR-D33 70 Sld 120 45 1.5m, 3.5/6.3mm plug AR M2 299 90 8 125 24.42,36 Boundary, bookshelf mount 
Sony MDR-IF21 OK 80 lA 170 Seven meter range infra red AR Subwoofer 1 MS 300 90 4 180 30,21,48 Compact subwoofer 
Sony MDR-D55 90 Sld 120 45 1.5m, 3.5/6.3mm plug AA M3 349 90 8 125 24,55,40 Boundary, bookshelf mount 
Sony MDR-CD750 90 Sld 290 45 3m, 3.5/6.3mm pluq AA Powered Partner 350 Active 15 19,27,15 Stand mount, free space 
Sonv MDA-D77 120 Sld 140 45 1.5m, 3.5/6.3mm plug AA Pi Four 399 88 8 125 25.57.27 Stand mount. free space 
Sony MDA-61 Ok 190 lA 470 Seven meter ranqe infra-red AR M4 429 88 8 150 20.72,40 Floor standing, free space 
Sony MDR-CD1000 200 Sld 330 45 t.Sm, 3.5/6.3mm plug AR MS 799 90 8 175 22,92,27 Floor standrnq, free space 
Stax SR34 169 Opn 170 Electrostatic AR M6 899 90 8 200 22,106,27 Floor standing, free space 
Stax SA Gamma 239 Opn 300 Electrostatic Arcam Delta 2 300 2x PI 88 8 75 22,38,28 Stand mount, walnut or black 
Stax SR84 259 Opn 160 Electrostatic ATC SCM10 995 2x IB 80 8 300 18,38,26 Mnimum 1 OOwpc, wall/free use 

Stax SA Lambda 349 Opn 325 Electrostatic ATC SCM20 1505 2x IB 83 8 300 31.72,34 Minimum 1 OOwpc, wall/free use 
Stax Gamma Pro 399 Opn 300 Electrostatic ATC SCM20 Tower 1999 2x IB 83 8 300 24,103,34 Floor standing SCM20 
Stax Lambda Pro 449 Opn 325 Electrostatic ATC SCM50 3480 3x PI 85 8 150 31,72,43 Passive/to special order only 

Stax Lambda Sig 549 Opn 325 Electrostatic ATC SCMtOO 4033 3x PI 88 8 40,84,53 Passive/to special order only 

Stax Omeqa 1695 Qpn 400 Electrostatic ATC SCMSOA 4864 Active 8 350 31.72,48 With crossover and amplifiers 

Technics RP-HT77 30 Sld 160 32 3m lead. OFC wire ATC SCMtOOA 5660 Active 8 350 40,84,59 With crossover and amplifiers 
Technics RP-HT86 40 Sld 165 35 3m lead, XBS acoustic load ATC SCM200A 11207 Active 91 850 Wall/free placement 
Technics RP-HT116 60 Std 190 35 3m lead, XBS function ATC SCM300A 11995 Active 94 850 Wall/free placement 
Technics RP-F10 100 Sld 300 32 3m lead, XBS pipe phone Audio Note AN-KB 499 90 8 100 28.46.23 Free space, stand mount 
Technics RP-F30 180 Std 340 32 3m lead, XBS double drive Audio Note AN-KISP 699 90 6 100 28,46,23 Free space, stand mount 
Vivanco SR60 3 Opn Mini, fits outer ear Audio Note AN-JIB 799 93 8 150 38,58,25 Free space, stand mount 
Vivanco SA 12 3 Opn In ear, with spare plug Audio Note AN-J/SP 999 93 8 150 38.58.25 Free space, stand mount 
Vivanco SR52 5 Opn Mini headphones 3.5mm plug Audio Note AN-EIB 1299 94 8 150 36,84,28 Free· space, stand mount 
Vivanco SR54 7 Qpn Mini, volume controL 3.5mm Audio Note AN-E/SP 1599 94 8 150 26,84,28 Free space, stand mount 
Vivanco SR14 7 Qpn In ear, micro Audio Physic STEP 1299 2xPI 84 4 60 14,33,23 Time aligned. space frame stan 
Vivanco SR16 8 Opn Micro, volume control 3.5mm Audio Physic SPARK 1599 2xPI 86 4 70 17,40,25 Time align, space-frame stand 
Vivanco SR250 19 Sld Xtra bass feature Audio Physic TEMPO 1999 2xPI 88 8 150 22,107,47 Floor stand, time aligned 
Vivanco SR606 40 Opn 225 32 3.5/6.3mm plug Audio Physic VIRGO 3399 4xPI 90 4 150 16,100.42 Floor stand. decoupled tweeter 
Vivanco IR5000 50 Mono, infra red cordless Audro Physic TERRA 3499 Sub Active sub, ad'ustable 
Vivanco SR850 50 Opn Double !low design for comfort Audio Physic AV ANTI 5599 4xPt 86 4 200 19,107.40 Decoupled mid/tweeter 
Vivanco IA6000 70 Stereo infra-red cordless Audio Physic CALDERA 9999 5x 91 4 250 25.111.50 Pneumatic baffle, 3 cabinet 
Vivanco SR909 70 Opn 285 600 Remote control lead, all plugs Audio Physic MEDEA 20999 4XPI 91 4 400 24,110,50 Phase linear 
Vivanco IR6500 90 Stereo infra-red with charger Audio Vector 2X 850 2x 89 8 120 17,90,22 Black ash 
Vivanco SR10001 FL 110 Opn 265 100 In-front localisation Audio Vector 3X 1200 3x 89 8 150 19,98,52 Black ash 
Vivanco IR7100 120 Stereo infra-red cordless Audio Vector 5X 2300 4X 91 8 200 24,110,34 Black ash 
Vivanco IR7600 140 Stereo infra-red cordless Aura SP50 400 2xPI 87 4 120 21,40,24 Cartloo fibre bass umt 
Vivanco SR2001FL 140 Opn In-front localisation 8&0 Beovox RL 1 000 215 3x 86 8 60 32,40,13 Simplified RL6000 

. , , .  ' . ,  . I 

.11 Allison AL 00 100 2x 90 4 150 33.24.1� Rottnrl�rv st�nrl mn1mt I 
8&0 Beovox CX50 285 2x IB 89 6 100 12,21,21 
8&0 Becvox CX1 00 395 2x IB 89 6 200 12,32,21 



so6 HI-FI CHOICE BUYER'S GUIDE 
Key to loudspeakers bass/ESL or ribbon top. Price- typical retail, to nearest Sens · output at given power input 
f����-2X, JX etc · number of indepen- level. Impedance- in ohms. Power- maxi-dent drive units, Pt- ported,IB- �i�:. r!f3['h���1:�t �m/el��hi���-ut. sealed, Active- dedicated active crossover, needs amps for each dri-
���:!oRof:r�t��� ���� �r���-t��·a�ia� ��gi�1�;�}f�f�fc���tl��:;�e����o1T�� drive unit, Horn- horn toad in�, MC· Directory for full test results. moving coil, ESL- electrostatiC, CC-coupled cavity, Hybrid- dynamic 

i 
1 ... 

� � 
i 

.. I 
�-

.. 

Model 'i a � Size Special 
. . 

8&0 Beovox 4500 450 2x PI 87 8 90 45,38,8 
8&0 Beovox RL7000 665 3x 88 8 200 50,70,24 Twin bass 
8&0 Beolab 4500 1 1 25 Active 45 45,38,8 Attaches to wall, display 
8&0 Beolab 6000 1 350 Active 80 20,1 1 0,21 Column, two amps, shielded 
8&0 Beolab 8000 1 900 Aclive 100 1 5, 1 32,1 5 Shielded column, int amps 
8&0 Beolab Penla 3 2375 Active 150 22,1 65,34 Line array column, display 
B&W Solid Team 1 40 PI 87 4 75 1 4,20,1 4  White & black finish 
B&W Cenlrale 150 PI 89 8 150 1 7,24, 1 7  
B&W CWM5 1 50 2x 89 8 70 1 6,22,7 In wall 
B&W Solid Teambass 1 60 Sub 91 4 100 20,45,34 White & black finish 
B&W 2002 1 60 PI 87 4 80 1 8,35,20 Budget hi-fi range, black ash 
B&WDM600i 1 90 2x 18 87 4 100 21 ,36,25 Stand/shell mount 
B&W2003 1 90 PI 89 4 100 20,43,24 Budget hi fi range, black ash 
B&W Solid Monitor 200 Pt 90 8 150 1 7,24,15 Various colours 
B&W CWM6i 220 2x 89 8 70 23,32,8 In wall 
B&W Solid Twinbass 230 Sub 91 4 150 45,20,60 White & black finish 
B&W DM6 1 0i 250 2x IB 89 4 150 24,49,31 Stand/shelf mount 
B&W CWM8i 250 2x 90 4 100 28,38,9 In wall 
B&W 2004 250 PI 91 4 120 20,65,24 Budget hl-fi range, black ash 
B&W Solid Verticale 400 Sat/su 88 4 100 Lilestyle, 3 boxes 
B&WDM620i 430 2xABf 90 4 150 24,75,31 floor standing 
B&WP4 600 2xPI 88 8 120 20,81,24 3 real wood veneers 
B&W DM630i 700 3x PI 91 4 200 24,85,41 Floor standrng 
B&WP5 800 3xPI 90 8 200 20,90,28 3 real wood veneers 
B&W Malrix 805 V/H 895 PI 87 8 120 33,33,21 Outboard tweeter (vert/horiz) 
B&W DM640i 900 3x PI 91 4 200 24,97,41 Floor standing 
B&WP6 1 000 3xPI 90 8 200 20,1 00,30 Time aligned tweeter 
B&W Matrix 804 1 495 PI 89 8 200 26,92,26 Matrix enclosure 
B&W Matrix 803s2 1 945 4xPI 90 8 250 26, 1 0 1 ,34 Matrix enclosure 
B&W Matrix 802s3 2445 3xP! 90 8 500 30, t04,37 Matrix enclosure 
B&W Matnx 801 s3 3500 PI 87 8 600 44,1 00,56 Floor, studio monitor 
B&W Silver Signature 4500 PI 88 8 120 25,45,24 External crossover 
Base xuooo 1 1 5  PI 8 50 29, 1 9, 1 7  
Bose XL2000 1 60 PI 8 70 36,23,1 8  
Bose XL3000 1 80 PI 8 90 47,29,23 
Bose 1 01 M'ble Monitor 1 90 4 60 1 3,23,1 5  Black fimsh 
Bose XL4000 220 PI 8 100 57,32,30 
Bose VS1 00 250 8 23, 1 5, 1 5  
Bose 1 51 Environmental 270 6 60 24, 1 4, 1 6  Waterproof/suitable tor extrem 
Bose 1 6 1  Freestyle 275 6 60 25,1 4,1 6  
Bose 201 Ser Ill 290 8 60 38,20,25 Direct/reflecting technology 
Bose C'puter RoomMate 300 Active 60 24, 14, 16  Self powered AC/shielded, vol 
Bose Video RoomMate 300 Active 60 24, 1 4, 1 6  Self powered AC/shielded, vol 
Base Roomate 11 300 Active 60 24, 1 4, 1 6  Sell powered AC/12V DC 
Bose 301 VM 380 8 75 24,43,27 Direct/reflecting technology 
Bose 305 430 2x 8 100 23,45,28 Tall stand mount, boundatY 
Bose A'mass AM3 11 500 4- 50 36,20.20 Acoustimass technolooy 
aose401 500 4 100 30,30,76 Direct/reflecting technology 
Base SE-5 Ser 11 System 760 4- 100 90, 1 00,1 8  
Bose A'mass AM51 1 760 4- 200 49,35,1 9  Acoustimass direct/reflecting 
Base A'mass AM? 830 4- 100 35,49,1 9  Acoustimass direcVrellectinQ 
Base 601 MKIII 880 8 200 32,31,76 Direct/reflecting technology 
Bose 901 V1 1 650 1X 8 33,53,32 Direct/reflecting technology 
Boston Acoustics HD5 1 39 2x 89 8 50 25, 1 6, 1 8  Bookshelf, black 
Boston Acoustics 325 1 39 90 4 50 1 7,1 7,5 Wall/ceiling white flush mount 
Boston Runabout 1 69 89 8 50 22,1 5,1 6  White indoor/outdoor system 
Boston Acoustics HD7 1 69 2x 90 8 75 36,23, 1 8  Bookshell, black 
Boston Satellites 1 70 2x 89 8 Satellite speakers 
Boston Acoustics 350 1 79 4 50 24,1 7,6 Wall/ceiling white flush mount 
Boston Acoustics 335 1 79 90 8 50 1 8,9 Wall mount, round 
Boston Acoustics HD8 1 99 90 8 75 46,29,20 Stand/shelf, black 
Boston 360 Ser 11 209 89 8 60 22.1 5,7 Wall/ceiling, white, llush mou 
Boston Acoustics HD9 249 2xAB 90 8 100 62,32,25 Stand/shelf mount 
Boston Acoustics 380 249 90 8 75 31 ,24,8 Wall/ceiling white flush mount 
Boston Acoustics Voyage 299 89 8 60 26, 1 6, 1 7  White indoor/outdoor, metal 
Boston Acoustics SW I 0 449 Sub 100 34,1 7,42 Powered subwoofer 
Boston SubSet Six 450 Satisu 89 8 100 Passive subs and two satellite 
Boston SubSat 7 549 89 8 125 PAssive sub & 2 satellites 
Boston Lynfreld 300L 1499 83 8 250 23,34,28 Stand mount, black 
Boston Lynfield 500L 4449 85 5 350 1 22,23,47 Free stand, separate bass/top 
Canon S-C1 0 130 2x 87 8 95 34, 1 5, 1 5  Shielded, wide-ima ing stereo 
canon SV- 1 5  1 30 2x 86 8 50 24, 1 7, 1 7  Utility - wide dispersion 
canon S-30 1 80 1x PI 90 6 75 23,27,24 Wide ima inq stereo 
Canon S-820 200 Sub 87 8 100 48,39,37 Free standing, passive 
Canon V-100 2 1 0  2 x  P I  90 4 75 25,33, 1 7  Corner mount, wide dispersion 
Canon S-35 250 2x 90 6 75 23,27,24 Wide lmaging Stereo 
Canon V-S8100 250 Sub 85 6 1 00 37,34,21 Subwoofer tor V1 00 
canon S-50 350 1x PI 87 8 75 25,31 ,25 Wide ima inq stereo 
canon S-70 700 2x PI 87 6 100 25,78,25 Wide imaging stereo 
castle Trent 11 1 99 Pt 89 8 60 20,34, 1 8  Shell/stand, nine finishes 
Castle Durllam 900 299 Pt 90 8 85 22,40,23 Shelf/stand, nine finishes 
'Castle York 4 1 9  PI 89 8 100 26,43,22 Stand mount, stands inc 
Castle Severn 499 Pt 87 8 110 23,77,20 Free standing, 9 finishes 
Castle Chester 699 Horn 90 8 100 23,91,25 Quarter wave, nine finishes 
castle Howard 1 099 3xHorn 90 8 125 26,1 04,41 Quarter wave, nine finishes 
casne Wine ester 1 649 3x 90 8 150 42,1 08,23 9 finishes, quarter wave 
�"'-•--�;-- I ; .. 1� 1 aol� ao A 50 - q ?0 lS 

Key to loudspeakers bass/ESL or ribbon top. Price· typical retail, to nearest Sens - output at given power input 
�����-2X, 3x etc- number of indepen- level. Impedance- in ohms. Power- maxi-dent drive units, Pt- ported,IB- �i�:-r:r3� ���?;�, �m!el�������-ut. sealed, Active- dedicated active crossover, needs amps for each dri-
���:!oRof:r�t��Q ���� �ar�i�.t��·a;ia� ����1W;�}f�t�fc���tl��::�e����ot��� drive unit, Horn- horn loadinS", MC- Directory for full test results. moving coil, ESL- electrostatiC, CC-coupled cavity, Hybrid- dynamic 
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Celestion CSC 1 29 89 6 75 33, 1 3, 1 5  Centre channel 
Celesljon CS135 1 39 88 8 90 52,1 9,34 
Celestion 3 MK" 1 39 88 8 75 2 1 ,31 , 1 8  Integrated LF/baffle moulding 
Celestion MP1 149 90 8 150 22,30,1 5  
Celestion CS2 1 49 86 8 60 1 6,29,22 
Celestion CS4 1 69 87 8 75 1 8,33,23 
Celeslion Centre 2 1 79 90 8 100 1 7,1 6,42 Centre channel 
Celestion 5 Mkll 189 89 8 90 25,35,21 Larger version of Celestion 3 
Celestion 7 Mkll 239 89 8 120 31 ,45,24 
Celestion 9 269 89 8 100 21 ,50,25 
Celestion 1 1  299 89 8 120 31 ,57,24 
Cetestion 15 389 89 8 100 21 

'
1 00,25 

Celestion SL6Si 429 2x 84 8 120 20,38,27 Compact stand mount, free spac 
Celestion CS6i 449 90 8 100 1 9,85,31 
Celestion CS8i 499 90 8 120 1 9,1 00,31 
Celestion 1 00 539 84 8 120 21 ,42, 26 
Celestion SL600si 820 82 8 120 20,37,24 Aerolam nghtwerohl enclosure 
Celestion 300 1 099 84 8 120 21 ,97,33 
Celestion lOOSE 1 435 82 8 120 20,37,24 Aerolam lightweight enclosure 
Cerwin Veoa VS8 250 2x 94 6 100 28,51,29 Bookshelf 
Cerwin Vega SAT -6 300 Satisu 95 125 22,25,32 3 box satellite/subwoofer 
Cerwin Vega VS 1 0 350 3x 95 6 125 33,70,29 Floor standing 
Cerwin Vega VS1 2  550 3x PI 97 4 250 42,81,38 Floor standing 
Cerwin VOila DC 1 0 550 3x PI 96 200 29,94,35 Floor standing 
Cerwin VOila DC1 2 650 3x PI 98 300 36,98,35 Floor standing 
Cerwin Vega VS 1 5  700 3x Pt 102 4 400 46,90,47 Floor standino 
Cerwin Vega DC 15 850 3x PI 100 500 44,1 03,46 Floor standing 
Cerwin VeQa 1 5 1 5  1300 6x PI 103 4 600 44,1 35,46 Floor standing, hi sensitivity 
Chord Sys Audio 905 249 2x 89 8 70 27, 1 5, 1 9  Black Ash 
Clements 300si 395 89 4-S 90 24,36,36 Compression line 
Clements 600si 595 88 4-S 100 24,81,36 Compression line 
Clements Reference 1 995 86 8 100 20,43,29 RibbOn tweeter 
Clements Reference 7 1 995 88 4,5 200 25,1 1 4, 4 Ribbon tweeter 
Dali 1 028 260 88 6 100 21 ,32,26 
Dali 1 048 370 93 4 120 86,22,27 
Dawn Audio Chorus SS 482 2x 18 89 8 26,38,21 Bookshelf 
Dawn Audio Chorus FS 698 2x 1B 89 8 26,88,21 Floor standi no 
Dawn Audio Symphony 1 995 3xiB 91 8 34,1 1 3,32 Floor standing 
Denon SCM2 80 18 87 6 70 1 9,28,20 UK designeed & built 
Denon SC-E31 3  1 60 PI 88 8 100 22,75,23 UK designed & built 
ECA SERVO A.2 1 850 2x PI 80 8 150 22,1 02,30 True ribbon tweeter 
Epos ES11 395 PI 87 8 75 20,38,25 Free space, stand mount 
Epos ES14 595 PI 87 8 100 23,49,29 Free space, stand mount 
Epos ES25 1 505 3xPI 88 6 200 90,24,35 Floor standino 
Faraday SG 345 2x 89 4 75 27,26,25 Man black or granite effect 
Faraday Siren 445 2x 90 4 80 27,25,46 Matt black or granite effect 
Faraday FS1 0 795 3x 91 4 100 27,25,93 Man black or granite effect 
Fullers Sultan 399 2xPI 91 8 50 24,51 ,30 3 finishes 
Fullers Sultan H .E. 439 2xPI 98 8 90 24,51,30 High sensitivity, 3 finishes 
Fullers Pharaoh 1 649 2xPI 88 8 60 20,30,20 Curved sides, various finishes 
Fullers Sphinx 839 3x 89 8 70 25,91,30 Floor standing, var finishes 
Fullers Pharaoh 2 1 200 3xPI 88 8 80 39,1 00,31 Pharaoh 1 with added bass encl 
Fullers Pharaoh 3 2499 4XPI 88 8 150 46,11 8,45 Pharaoh + bass & subbass encls 
Gale Reference Monitors 1 00 2x 88 8 70 Bookshelf, black finish 
Gale Model 2 1 50 2x 88 8 70 Bookshelf, black finish 
Gale Model 4 200 2 88 8 75 Bookshell, black linish 
Gamma Acoustics Epoch 1 499 27,95,36 
Genelec 1 01 9A 1 572 Active 28 23,31,25 
Genelec Stamp 103 1 A  2068 Acljve 104 25,39,29 
Genelec T riamp S30 3055 Aclive 108 32,50,32 
Genelec Triamp 1 037A 4982 Active 191 40,68,30 
Genexxa GX330 80 6 50 35,21,24 
Genexxa GX650 1 40 90 8 60 23,76,26 
GLL Arena 89 87 6 70 26,23,1 4  
GLL Maxim 1 1 9 88 6 100 1 0,26,1 7  
GLL Mezzo 1 59 88 6 100 2 1 ,36,25 
GLL Magnum 199 88 6 100 25,42,29 
Goodmans Active 75 65 Active 80 
Goodmans M 1 00 80 2x 86 8 75 1 7,26,20 Bookshelf, close to wall 
Goodmans HT1 00 100 88 8 60 25,53,20 
Goodmans HT1 70 1 50 92 8 100 25,70,22 
Grundiq MBX310 80 3xPt 4 70 1 8,42,29 3 drivers, 2 way 
Grundi9 BX1 160 2x PI 4 60 23,40,30 161itre 
Grundig BX2 230 3x PI 4 80 24,49,33 221itre 
Grundig BX3 350 2x PI 4 120 24,1 07,34 53 litre, 3 drivers, 2 way 
Harbetll BBC LS:l75A""" 675 18 82 10 30 30, 1 9, 1 8  Free standing 
Harbeth HL P3 699 18 83 8 45 31 ,19,1 8  Free standinQ, shielded, biwir 
Harbeth BBC LS5/12A 1 1 95 Pt 81 8 100 30,1 8,23 Free standing!_ biwire 
Harbeth HL Compact 7 1 295 Pt 86 8 120 52,27,32 Shielded, biwire 
Harbeth HL-5 1 495 PI 86 8 100 64,32,31 Free standing, biwire 
Harman-Kartion LS0200 1 49 87 8 50 21,35,30 
Harman-Kardon LS0300 1 99 88 8 75 21 ,38,80 
Helius Syrius Ill 1 330 PI 90 8 250 31 ,97,1 6  
Helius Syrius 11 1 975 PI 95 4 300 36, 1 07,1 6 
Helius Syrius I 2500 PI 93 4 500 36, 1 07,1 6 Floor standing, biwire 
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Key to loudspeakers bass/ESL or ribbon top. 
Price- typical retail, to nearest Sens · output at given power input 
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drive unit, Horn· horn loading, MC- Directory for full test results. 
moving coil, ESL- electrostatic, CC-
coupled cavity, Hybrid- dynamic 
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drive unit, Horn-horn load in�. MC- Directory for full test results. 
moving coil, ESL · electrostatic, CC-
coupled cavity, Hybrid-dynamic 
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Hevnrock Prima 139 2xP! 87 6 60 20,29,18 8ockshelf or stands, shielded J Watls JH1 + 1 Aspect M 2745 2x 85 8 100 92,40,22 
Hevbrock Solo 199 2x 89 6 75 23,36,23 8ound<lf)', shielded J Watls Aspect JH1 + 1 2745 2xiB 85 8 100 40,93,23 Man - alt frnishes extra 
Heybrock HB 1 269 2x 90 8 75 29,47,23 8oundaf'i, shielded option Jordan Wans JH2K 3230 
Heybrock Trio 373 2x 89 8 75 24,47,25 Shielded option J Wans Classic JH2KM 4250 2x 87 8 150 47,82,34 Line tweeter array 
Heybrock Heystak 499 3xABR 89 8 100 98,22,28 lnc stands J Wans Classic JH5K 4875 2x IB 89 8 250 47,126,40 Floor stand, line array 
Heybrock Quartet 575 2xP! 90 8 80 24,41,22 Matching stands available J Wans Classic JH5KM 5860 2x 89 8 250 47,125,40 Line driver array 
Heybrock Sextet 1129 3xPt 88 8 200 27,90,20 With stands J Watts Classic JH I OK 9340 2x IB 92 8 500 47,156,40 Floor stand, line array 
Impulse Kora 1095 Horn 88 8 70 1,86,31 Floor standino Jordan Watls JH 1 OKM 10495 2x1B 92 8 500 47,156,40 Line driver arrav 
Impulse Lali 1595 Hom 91 8 100 25,99,36 Floor standing JPW Minim SGL SHD 50 2x 87 6 70 19,28,20 Shielded, single speaker 
Impulse Ta'us 2695 Horn 94 8 100 31,121,49 Floor standing JPW Satellite SGL SHD 50 2x 85 8 70 13,24,11 Shielded, single speaker 
Infinity SM65 150 pt 94 8 100 34,20,19 Auto reset protection circuit JPW Satellite 80 2x 85 8 70 13,24,11 Shielded, sinole speaker 
Infinity Reference 1 i 150 IB 89 6 50 34,20,20 Pedestal JPW Minim 80 2x 87 6 70 19,28,20 135mm bass, 14mm treble 
InfinitY Reference 11 i 200 IB 6 75 39,22,34 Pedeslai JPW Minim Pair Solid 89 2x 87 6 70 19,28,20 Shielded 
Infinity SM85 250 PI 98 8 125 46,29,27 Auto reset protection circuit JPW Sonata Vinyl 100 2x 87 8 70 23,32,22 
Infinity Reference 21 i 300 Floor standing JPW Sonata 120 2x 87 8 70 23,32,22 165mm bass, 14mm treble 
Infinity lnf IV Sat 300 IB 90 6 80 16,24,18 Wall mount, shielded JPW Subwoofer 130 1x 95 8 80 26,51,27 
Infinity SM 105 350 pt 100 8 150 53,30,30 Auto reset protection circuit JPW PI Vinyl 150 2x 89 8 70 26,44,25 
Infinity lnf Micro 11 400 Ptlsub 90 6 100 21 ,X 127d Two satellites and passive sub JPW P1 170 2x 89 8 70 26,44,25 200mm bass, 19mm treble 
Infinity SM 115 450 3xPt 100 8 175 76,34,32 Auto reset protection c JPW AP2 200 2x 89 8 80 26,44,25 200mm bass, 19mm treble 
Infinity SSW-1 0 Sub 500 Active 34,34,33 JPW AP3 230 2x 88 8 100 26,52,29 200mm bass, 19mm treble 
Infinity SM125 550 3xP! 100 8 200 89,37,32 Auto reset protection circuit JPW Ruby 1 500 2x 87 6 120 32,19,21 Allo cones 
infinity SM155 650 4xP! 102 8 300 102,45,32 Auto reset protection circuit JPW Ruby 2 700 2x 88 6 150 43,22,25 Alloy cones 
mfinityKappa 6.1;- 995 pt 89 6 150 31,95,25 Floor standing JPW Ruby 3 1000 3x 87 6 150 75,19,22 Alloy cones 
Infinity Kappa 7.1 i 1195 pt 89 6 225 36,108,26 Floor standing JPW Ruby 4 1300 3x 89 6 200 90,22,26 Alloy cones 
Infinity ARS Epsilon 9995 IB 87 4 500 152,47,41 Includes own servo control amp JJC SPX220TBK 100 3x pt 90 8 60 24,66,24 
lnteraudio XL 1 000 100 8 50 19,29,17 JJC SPX550BK 130 3x pt 90 8 60 24,66,24 
lnteraudio XL2000 140 8 70 23,36,18 JJC SPX770BX 150 3x pt 90 8 80 28,75,25 
lnleraudio XL3000 160 8 70 29,46,23 JVC SPX990BK 230 3x pt 91 8 100 31,86,27 
lnteraudio XL4000 200 8 75 32,56,29 JVC SX-SW9 300 2xP! 90 6 100 Satellite subwoofer system 

Jamo Studio 80 60 2xP! 91 4 45 22,35,17 JVC SX911WD 660 3x pt 91 6 150 38,63,35 
Jamo Studio 11 0 100 3xP! 91 4 50 24,42,22 JVC SX500 700 2x pt 90 6 180 27,45,28 
Jamo Sat 160 100 2x IB 90 8 50 14,20,88 Shelf/wall mount, with wall br KAL Mini-Rei MKII 395 88 8 120 23,27,17 
Jamo 0115 100 91 4- 75 24,42,22 KAL Mini-Tower 619 89 6 150 17,90,22 
Jamo Cornet 30.4 100 2x P! 88 8 55 20,32,23 Black ash - Mahogany £20 extra KAL Compact Rei 650 89 8 140 23,36,27 
Jamo Sat 200 110 2x 90 8 50 15,22,88 Stereo passive sub KAL Tunejal 795 89 8 150 23,100,27 
Jamo Sat 300 120 2x 90 8 50 15,21,8 Use with SW500 KAL T rans-double 1500 89 8 250 23,112,36 
Jamo Cornet 40.4 140 2x pt 89 8 60 20,32,23 Black ash - Mahogany £20 extra KAL Warlock 1600 90 6 250 25,113,36 
Jamo Studio 180 150 3xP! 92 4 80 22,50,26 KEF 010 199 2x pt 88 6 100 19,32,26 Uni 0, shielded 
Jamo Artina 150 2xP! 90 8 50 29,25,8 Small, fiat wall speaker KEF 70S 299 2xiB 87 6 100 17,25,12 Uni-Q, shielded, AV surround 
Jamo Sat 500 150 2x pt 90 8 50 16,21,14 Satellites for SW500 KEF 030 349 2x P! 88 6 125 19,73,30 Uni a, shielded, floor standin 
Jamo 0135 150 94 4- 90 28,52,25 KEF 10113 Black 549 2x pt 87 6 150 22,33,26 Uni 0, Kube option 
Jamo Converta 150 2x pt 90 8 50 9,25,24 Lamp-like appearance KEF LS3/5a 599 2xiB 82 11 30 19,30,16 Ravmond Cooke Special Edition 
Jamo Cornet 60.4 180 2x pt 90 8 80 23,42,27 Black ash - Mahogany £20 extra KEF 070 699 4xP! 90 6 175 19,105,30 Uni-0, shielded, floor stand 
Jamo 0165 190 94 4- 100 28,52,25 KEF Model One 999 3xCC 89 4 150 23,86,30 Uni-0, floor stand, shielded 
Jamo SW160 System 200 90 8 20,34,48 Subwoofer, ad·ustabie KEF Model Two 1499 4xCC 90 4 200 23,101,30 Uni-Q, floor stand, shielded 
Jamo Art 200 2x pt 88 8 60 35,40,9 Shape and size of shallow 20 i KEF 104/2 REC 1799 5xCC 92 4 200 28,90,41 Raymond Cocke Special Edition 
Jamo Classic 4 230 2xP! 90 4 100 20,47,25 KEF Model Three 1999 5xCC 91 4 300 27,114,34 Uni-0, floor stand, shielded 
Jamo 0265 300 3xP! 95 4 150 44,68,32 KEF 107/2 REC 3999 4xCC 90 4 300 33,116,45 Ravmond Cooke Special Edition 
Jamo Classic 6 300 2xP! 90 4 100 20,84,29 lnc spiked leet Kenwood LS-200G 200 pt 89 4 60 21,35,30 European design 
Jamo BX1 OOA 300 3x pt 91 8 100 32,55,28 Floor or stand mount Kenwocd LS-770G 260 pt 88 4 110 27,48,26 European design 
Jamo 307 300 2x Pt 87 6 70 18,31,27 Stand mount Kenwood LS-300G 300 pt 82 8 60 21,35,30 European design 
Jamo Cornet 90-4 330 3xiB 91 4 140 26,87,27 Kenwocd LS-880G 360 pt 88 4 160 28,51,26 Titanium tweeter 
Jamo 407 350 2x P! 88 4 80 22,41,29 Stand mount Kenwocd LS-500G 500 pt 87 4 100 22,44,28 European design 
Jamo Graphic 350 2x P! 88 8 60 39,44,8 Wall mount Kenwocd LS-700G 1200 pt 87 4 120 30,90,30 European design 
Jamo Atmosphere 380 2x P! 88 8 60 27,37,16 Wall mount, doubles as lamp Kenwocd LS-1 OOOG 1700 pt 87 4 160 34,110,38 European design 
Jamo Cornet 100-4 400 3xiB 91 4 200 32,95,27 Keswick Audio Aria 269 2x 88 8 70 21,42,27 Bookshelf 
Jamo Classic 8 400 3xP! 90 4 150 23,90,29 lnc spiked feet Keswick Audio Volante 499 90 8 85 21,85,27 Floor standong 

Tamo Silhouette 400 90 5 80 25,122,17 Keswick Audio Figaro 799 86 8 125 19,28,27 Features solid timbers 

Jamo 0365 400 96 4-E 200 46,78,35 Keswick Audio Alto 999 Sub 87 8 150 19,70,27 To match Fiqaro 

Jamo BX150A 400 3x P! 92 8 150 38,63,31 Floor mount Koss SA10 19 Active High imp 
Jamo SW500 System 430 2x 90 8 140 41,38,53 Passive stereo subwoofer Koss SA20 25 
Jamo BX200A 450 3x pt 93 8 250 29,17,13 Floor mount Koss SA30 36 Active Hioh impedence 

Jamo-477 500 2x pt 88 4 100 19,77,29 Floor standrng Linaeum LFX Wood 649 Hybrid 90 16,22,18 Modified ribbon/dynamic 

Jamo 507 700 3x pt 88 4 150 22,91,37 Unaeum LSII 991 Hybrid 90 30,150,38 Modified ribbon/dynamic 

Jamo 707 900 3x pt 90 4 200 24,104,39 Linaeum LFX Corian 1399 Hybrid 90 16,22,18 Modified ribbon/dynamic 

Jamo Oriel 6000 3x 87 6 300 40,178,30 Floor standing, coupled cavity Linn Index 259 2x IB 87 8 21,44,24 30 watts minimum 

JBL Control One 115 2xP! 87 4 150 24,156,14 Shielded, wall mountable Linn Tukan 398 2xiB 87 8 30 19,30,18 Multipurpose 

JBL 4208 449 89 8 300 29,45,23 Onn Kelidh Passive 595 2x IB 87 4 60 20,83,28 Floor standinq, 60w min 

� 479 2x P! 87 8 200 25,40,20 Asymmetric, time aligned Linn Keilidh Aktiv 1090 2x IB 20,83,28 Floor standino, boundarv 

JBL HTS-1 629 150 Linn Kader 1298 3x 4 60 20,28,90 Black ash or walnut 
JBL L3 699 2x pt 89 8 200 30,86,24 As mmetric, time ali ned Linn Kaber Passive 1298 3x IB 87 4 60 20,90,28 Integral stands, 60W minimum 

JBL HTS-2 svstem 800 4 150 Unn Kaber Aktiv 1995 3x iB 20,90,28 Integral stands, boundaf'i 

JBL HTS-3 999 180 Unn Keltik Aktiv 4400 3x IB 26,104,37 Integral stands, boundal)' 

JBL L5 1299 3x pt 90 6 300 26,45,33 Asymmetric, time alioned L Voice Horning Agathon 3400 Hom 96 8 100 36,48,115 Floor standing 

JBL TI 1000 1500 2x IB 8g 4 150 20,30,13 Asymmetric, double wall Livir19 Voice Tone Seoul 7249 Horn 104 8 100 64,110,70 Floorstanding, three-way 

JBL L7 1699 4x pt 89 4 200 117,25,45 Asymmetric, time aligned Living Voice Air Partner 16400 Horn 108 8 100 64,160,90 Floorstandinq, Vitavox drivers 
JBL Ti 2000 2000 3x IB 89 4 200 33,82,30 Asymmetric, double wall Lowther Fidelio 1465 Hom 96 8 100 29, I 00,43 
JBL Ti 3000 2499 3x IB 90 6 200 46,105,35 Asymmetric, double wall Lowther Academy 1805 Horn 98 4 100 29,100,43 16ohm option 
JBL i 5000 3499 3x IB 91 6 300 48,114,38 Asymmetric, double wall Lowther Bel Canto 2035 Horn 97 8 100 28,132,44 Including adjustable stand 
Jordan wans JHFLG 420 Flagon po«erv colour Lowther Delphic 2525 Horn 98 4 100 28,137,44 With adjustable sland, 16ohm o 
Jordan Watts JH200 510 lx IB 86 8 80 19,33,17 Bookshelf or stand mount Lumiev Reference LM4 375 2x 86 6 120 18,36,22 Stand mount 
Joroan Watts JH400 820 1x IB 86 8 80 28,32,17 Marble finrsh available £970 Lumlev Reference LM5 499 2x 88 6 150 25,46,21 Stand mount 
Jordan Watts JH400M 970 1x 86 8 80 82,28,21 Lumlev Reference LM6 650 2x 88 6 150 25,81,21 Floor standing 
J WatlsJH1+1 Asoect 1730 2x 85 8 100 92,40,22 Lumlev Reference LM3 895 3x 90 8 120 27,87,28 Floor standinq 
J Watls JH1 + 1 Aspect K 2310 2x 85 8 100 92,40,22 Lumley Reference LM2 2500 4x 88 8 200 33,110,29 Open baffle, floor standino 

. , , . ' . , I 

I AudiO!aD 8000A · 450 lnt N 60 MM,MC, 1T,3T y N 45,8,36 PreouVmain in I 

Lumley Reference LM1 8500 5x 89 4 500 71,122,40 2 box, Hoer standino 
MAG Audio Audio A90 3600 Ribbon 80 3.7 300 52,150,8 Two-way full range ribbon 
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Key to loudspeakers bass/ESL or ribbon top. Price - typical retail, to nearest Sens - output at given power input 
�����-2x, 3X etc - number of indepen- level. Impedance- in ohms. Power - maxi-dent drive units, pt - ported, 18-

Si�:. 
r!f�t����1:�t � m/el��hi���-ut. sealed, Active - dedicated active crossover, needs amps for each dri-

��Jb�oRofear���tO -b��} ���i�-t��·a�ra� ������i�}7�C�fc���\��;:�e�;��ot��t; drive unit, Horn - horn load ins. MC- Directory for full test results. moving coil, ESL- electrostatiC, CC-coupled cavity, Hybrid - dynamic 

Key to loudspeakers bass/ESL or ribbon top. Price ·typical retail, to nearest Sens- output at given power input 
���;�-2x, 3x etc · number of indepen- level. Impedance· in ohms. Power· maxi-dent drive units, Pt ·parted, IB-

Sf��-
r!f3� ���1:�t �m/el��hi���-ut. seated, Active - dedicated active crossover, needs amps for each dri-

���bA!oRof:r�t��Q -bKH �r��.t��·a;ra� ������;�}f�t�k���l��::�e�:��ot��� drive unit, Horn - horn loading, MC- Directory for full test results. moving coil, ESL- electrostatic, CC-coupled cavity, Hybrid - dynamic 

Model 
� i f I f Size Special .. 
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f Model g· I Size Special 
. ' . ' 

Magnepan MG-0.6 SE 1370 PANEL 87 4 250 48,127,- 2x quasi ribbon Pioneer S-4UK 250 2xPt BB 6 80 21,37,28 No crossover, UK optimised 
Magnepan MG-1 0 SE 1650 PANEL 85 4 250 26,173,- 2x quasi-ribbon Pioneer S-60 270 2x 87 4 80 22,47,28 Bookshelf 
Magnepan MG-1.5 SE 1780 PANEL 85 4 250 48,163,- 2x quasi-ribbon Pioneer CS-9030 280 3x Pt 92 8 220 39,75,29 Bookshelf 
Maonepan MG-2.7 SE 2650 PANEL 87 4 250 56,180,- 3x quasi-ribbon Pioneer S-80 370 2x 88 4 80 23,56,28 Bookshelf 
Magnepan MG-3.5 SE 3800 PANEL 85 4 250 61,180.- 3x planar, ribbon tweeter Pioneer S-200 600 2x 89 4 120 26,90,34 Biwire, floor standina 
Magnepan MG-20 SE Pa ive103 0 PANE 87 4 250 74,201,- 3x planer, ribbon tweeter Pioneer S-400 950 2x 89 4 160 27,96,38 Biwire, floor stand, shielded 
Magnepan MG-20SE Acti e11000 PANEL 74,201,- Active MG-20SE Passive Polk S4 200 2x Pt 91 8 100 24,39,18 Stand mount, free standing 
Manticore Minaret 450 IB 94 8 100 23,15,11 Neartield monitor Polk M3 200 2xPt 89 8 100 17,29,21 Multi-app, including wall brac 
Manticore Minaret Fl 750 IB 94 8 100 23,15,11 Neartield monitor Polk S6 300 2x� 91 8 125 26,54,20 Stand mount 
Manticore Matisse 1300 IB 90 8 200 100,28,22 Fibrelam honeycomb cabinets Polk S8 450 2xABf 90 8 150 29,64,22 Stand mount 
Martin-Logan Statement 0 • Hybrid 87 23,140,10 ESUdynamic, biwire, Polk SJO 600 2xAB 91 8 200 32,74,26 Floorstandino 
Martin-Logan Aerius 2288 Hybrid 89 23,122,30 Two-way Polk LS50 800 2xPt 89 8 250 27,83,29 Floorstandino 
Martin-Looan Stvlos 2495 .Hybrid 2x 88 23,35,28 In wall Polk LS70 1200 2xPt 90 8 250 31,94,37 Floorstanding, biampable 
Martin-Logan Sequel ll 3277 Hybrid 89 31,160,29 Dynamic bass/electrostatic, tw Polk LS90 1700 3xPt 90 8 250 31,94,37 Floorstanding, biampable 
Martin-Looan CLS llz 4333 ESl 86 62,127,32 Full range panel Posselt Alpha I 950 Pt 89 8 60 24,44,28 
Martin-Looan Quest Z 4998 IHvblid 90 42,160,29 Dynamic bass/electrostatic, tw Posselt Alpha 11 1200 Pt 89 8 90 23,100,27 
M-L Monolith IIIP 8730 I Hvbrid 89 59,163,28 ESUdynamic, two-wal'_ Posselt Aljlha Ill 1350 Pt 89 8 100 26,102,30 
M-L Monolith IIIX 9354 !Hybrid 89 59,163,26 ESUdynamic, active crossover Posselt Alpha W 1500 Pt 89 8 135 27,104,31 
Metaxas Empress 3850 ESL BB 8 100 50,150,8 Full range single panel ESL Posselt Albatros 2200 Hm 93 6 200 31,186,32 Ultra sensitive 
Metaxas Czar 8250 ESL 94 8 100 70,230,8 Full range 3-panel ESL Proac Tablet 3 479 87 8 100 17,28,23 Stand mount 
Metaxas Emperor 19500 ESL 99 8 250 100,230,8 Full ranoe, multi-panel ESL Proac Studio 1 DO 699 87 8 150 20,40,25 Stand mount 
Mission 73S 100 2xPt 89 8 50 15,26,15 Stand mount, shelf, w/brackets Proac T abletle 3 Sill_ 779 87 8 100 16,28,23 Stand mount 
Mission 731 130 2xPt 89 8 75 31,17,20 Stand mount, bockshelf Proac Response One S 999 87 8 100 18,30,23 
Mission 760i 130 2xPt 89 6 75 18,30,20 Stand mount, boundary siting Proac Response Two 1634 BB 8 150 23,45,28 
Mission 73C 150 2x 90 8 75 16,20,43 TV top, shielded Proac Studio 200 1850 89 8 250 23,115,28 Floor standing 

I!Mss on 60i SE 150 2xPt 89 6 75 18,30,20 Stand mount, bcundary siting Prof Monitor Go TB! 481 2xPt 90 8 150 20,40,25 Shielded version available 
Mission 732 200 2x 89 8 100 41,21,31 Stand mount, boundary Prof Monitor Go LB1 998 2x 89 4 300 18,53,25 Transmission line 
Mission 780SE 270 2xpt 89 6 75 18,30,26 Stand mount, bcund"'l'_ siti_ng_ Prof Monitor Go AB1 1598 2x 89 6 400 26,79,43 Transmission line 
Mission 733 300 2x 89 8 100 84,21,31 Floor standing, bcundary Prof Monitor Go MB 1 P 4681 2x 91 8 500 38,87,53 Transmission line 
Mission 751 300 2x Pt 89 6 75 19,32,27 Stand mount. boundary Prof Monitor Go BB5P 6754 2x 91 4 600 43,104,79 Transmission line 
Mission 734 430 3x 90 8 125 84,21,33 Floor standing, boundary Quad ESL-63 2860 ELS 86 8 100 66,93,27 Panel, simulates point source 

I MiSSion 752 500 2x Pt 90 8 125 20,84,26 Floor stand, boundary Realistic Minimus 3.5 30 8 15 9,15,5 
Mission 735 600 3x 90 8 150 106,21,33 Realistic Minimus 21 30 8 10 15,24,13 
Mission 753 700 2xPt 90 6 150 21,88,32 Floor stand, transverse folded Realistic M'mus 26 56 87 8 40 18,28,11 
MA Monitor 1 Gold 200 2x IB BB 8 70 16,24,16 Miniature stand/shelf mount Realistic Minimus Pro-7 60 2xPt 87 8 50 11,18,11 Revised desion 
MA Monitor 7 Gold 11 245 2xPt 89 8 70 17,35,17 Stand/shelf mount Realistic Minimus Pro-77 100 2xPt 86 8 55 14,22,11 Revised desion 
Monitor Audio MA 1 DOG 280 2xiB 89 8 120 16,24,16 As MA Monitor 1, shielded R_e_ga l<)'te 198 2x 8 19,31,19 Stand/wall/shelf mount 
Monitor Audio MA201 300 2xPt 90 8 100 22,41,27 Gold dome tweeter, pulp bass Reaatl8 298 2x 8 17,72,20 Floor stand 
MA Monitor 9 Gold 11 350 2xPt BB 8 100 21,37,21 Stand/shelf mount RElll_a ElA Mk ll 498 2x 8 30,80,20 Floor stand 
Monitor Audio MA202 450 2xPt 90 8 100 22,89,29 Gold dome tweeter, pulp bass Aeaal<EL 1040 2x 6 20,82,30 Floor stand 
MA Monitor 14 Gold 11 500 3x BB 8 120 21,76,24 Floor/shelf standing Rehdeko RK 115 1200 Pt 104 8 34,42,28 
Monitor Audio Studio 2 600 2x 89 8 120 27,17,20 Rehdeko RK125 2300 Pt 102 8 34,61,28 
Monitor Audio Studio 6 900 2xPt BB 8 200 22,35,25 Stand/shelf mount, metal bass Rehdeko RK145 3400 Pt 102 8 39,66,29 
Monitor Audio Studio 12 1000 2 90 8 200 92,17,20 Black - rosewood exba Rehdeko RK175 6500 Pt 106 8 50,96,37 
MA Studio 20SE 2200 2xPt BB 8 200 20,92,26 Floor stand, metal cone bass REL Strata 499 Sub 1kw 42,52,31 Active, internal amp 
Monitor Audio Studio 50 4000 2x 90 8 300 20,104,30 Floor stand, metal bass & mid REL Stadium 795 Sub 1kw 58,52,36 Active, internal amps 
M-S CS-1 Dialogue 60 2xPt 87 8 100 16,23,13 Shielded, Positec protected REL Stentor 1495 Sub 1kw 60,56,37 Active, internal amp 
Mordaunt-Short M505 110 Pt 87 8 60 26,17,18 Bookshelf, wall positioning REL Studio 2995 Sub 1kw 69,62,53 Active, internal amp 
M-S CS1 Stereo 115 Pt 87 8 100 16,23,13 Shielded, Positec protected Revolver by Ram Beretla 100 2xPt 87 6 80 30,19,22 Bookshelf/stand mount 
Mordaunt-Short MS1 0 140 Pt 88 8 60 19,31,22 Alloy tweeter, MCS woofer Revolver by Ram Colt 149 2xPt BB 6 100 30,19,22 Bookshelf/stand mount 
Mordaunt-Short HT30 150 Pt 90 8 120 25,43,29 Shielded, Positec protected Revolver by Ram Purdey 249 2xPt BB 6 120 75,19,22 Floor stand, with plinth 

1 Mordaunt-Short SW1 150 Sub 90 8 100 24,58,26 Coupled cavitv. matches CSI Rogers LSl 199 2x 6 75 20,20,30 Stand required 
Mordaunt-Short MS20 190 Pt 89 8 75 22,37,22 Alloy tweeter. MCS woofer Rogers LS2a/2 250 2x 86 8 100 23,36,21 Use about 30cm from wall 
M-S CS-1 Tri le 200 2xPt 87 8 100 16,23,13 Shielded, Positec protected Rogers LS4a/2 330 2x BB 8 Various finishes 
Mordaunt-SliOiffiS30 270 Pt 90 8 100 25,43,28 Alloy tweeter, MCS woofer BQgers Studio 3 449 2x 85 8 45 19,30,16 Stand required 
Mordaunt-Short HT50 275 Pt 90 8 120 25,87,33 Positec, integrated subwoofer Rogers AB! C Subwoofer 499 1X 8 50 57,19,16 Passive subwoofer 
Mordaunt-Short MS40 400 Pt 90 8 150 23,82,28 Alloy tweeter, MCS wooler Rogers LS3/5A 699 2xiB 12 50 31,19,16 Small broadcast monitor 
Mordaunt-Short MS50 530 Pt 90 8 200 25,87,33 Allov tweeter, MCS woofer Flo@rs Stud1o 5 699 2x 8 100 25,25,48 Stand required 
NAO 800 149 Pt 90 6 60 20,32,24 1 0 litre enclosure Rogers P20 750 2x Pt BB 8 150 26,42,30 Stand mount, stands available 
NAO 802 219 Pt 90 6 80 20,40,26 11 .5 litre enclosure Rogers P22 832 2xPt BB 8 150 26,85,30 Floor stand, sloping baffle 
Naim IBL Active 776 65 25,80,28 Boundary, floor standing Rogers Stud1o 7 899 2x 89 8 150 30,63,30 Stand required 
Naim IBL Passive 895 86 6 65 25,80,28 Boundary, floor standing BQgers P24a 1268 3x 86 4 250 25,104,35 Internal bass, floor standing 
Nairn SBL Active 1586 75 27,89,27 Boundary, floor standing BQgers LS5/9 1531 2x 87 8 100 28,46,27 BBC monitor 
NamlSBL Passive 1708 BB 6 75 27,89,27 Boundal)', floor standing_ Roksan o·an 3 795 Pt BB 8 250 28,76,460 Floor standing, spruna tweeter 
Nairn DBL Active 6991 200 65,120,40 Boundary, floor standing Royd The Herald 198 Pt 86 8 100 31,20,18 Stand mount 
Naim DBL Passive 7672 92 4 200 65,120,40 Boundary, floor standing ROydThe Minstre 259 Pt 86 8 100 69,18,12 Side port,. floor standing 
lWi!Petite 595 2x 87 6 100 20,30,18 Royd Merlin 298 Pt 86 8 100 31,20,18 Veneered 
Orelle Orator 11 699 2xPt 91 8 100 27,40,30 Time aligned, biwire Royd The Sorcerer 595 Pt 86 8 120 31,20,18 Front port, near field monitor 
Origin Live OUB 289 89 8 100 20,30,19 Ro)'{l The Ahbot 665 Pt 90 8 120 81,20,30 Floor standing, free space 
Origin Live OL2B 349 90 8 150 19,80,19 Floor standing Royd The Prior 978 Pt 90 8 150 96,37,26 Floor standing, free space 
Origin Live OL -1 AS 399 89 8 199 20,30,190 Floor standing Ruark Swordsmari_Eius 11 299 2x IB, 87 8 100 20,38,27 Near wall/stand mount 
Origin Live OL -1 A 399 86 8 150 20,30,19 Ruark Sabre 11 385 2x IB 87 8 100 23,37,27 Wall/free, on stands 
Origin Live Ot-2AS 469 90 8 100 19,80,19 Floor standing RUaiKT emplar 479 2x IB 87 8 100 19,70,27 Wall or free, no stands read 
Oiiilln liVe OL-2A 469 86 8 150 19,80,19 Floor standing Ruark Talisman 11 699 2xPt BB 8 100 23,84,32 Free space, lloor standing 

rioin LIVe Ol-1 499 86 8 150 20,30,19 Ruark Broadsword If 849 2xiB 86 8 120 29,43,38 Free space. stand mount 
Origin Live OL -2 649 86 8 150 19,80,19 Floor standing Ruark Paladin 1099 2xPt 90 8 150 88,29,38 Floor standing 
Origin Live OL3 975 3x BB 8 150 19,83,23 Floor standing Ruark Crusader 11 1495 3xPt BB 6 150 24,92,32 Free space, floor standinq 
Origin Live Conqueror 1600 3x 89 8 150 23,87,23 Floor standing Ruark Equinox 1749 2x Pt BB 6 150 25,88,34 Free space, stands included 
Pentachord A 449 IB 87 8 80 21,28,20 Direct coupled Ruark Accolade 2549 3x Pt 89 8 200 29,100,38 Free space, floor standing 
Pentachord B 499 IB 87 8 80 52,35,52 Active crossover, including el Sansui SP-X111K 125 89 6 50 18,30,20 
Pentachord Pentode 695 IB 87 4 80 20,74,20 Active crossover, including_ el SO Acoustics S03R 399 Pt 87 8 100 20,38,30 Free standing, ribbon tweeter 
Pentachord P'column 1579 2x1B 87 4 80 21 '108,20 lncludi�g active crossover, fo SO Acoustics SD5 1235 3x Pt BB 8 200 20,110,30 Ribbon tweeter 
PhDios leoeild FB720 200 Pt 80 7 75 21,37,31 1 SO Acoustics SDI 2695 IB BB 8 250 30,125,30 Ooen mid, ribbcn tweeter 
Philips DSS930 1300 Active 75 22,58,33 Active digital loudspeaker Shahinian Super Elf 790 2x 87 6 100 21,26,37 Finnish birch cabinet 
Pink Triangle Ventrical 865 I Hvblid 86 11 100 15,80,32 Ribbon hybird Shahinian ARC 1675 3x BB 6 150 35,69,25 With oassive bass radiator 
Pioneer CS-3030 120 3xPt 90 8 120 27,54,24 Bookshelf 
PionP.P.r rft<:;-5030 170 L3llE't. 1�9Jl .8 140 31,53,25 Bookshelf 
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Key to loudspeakers Sens- output at g iven power input Price-typical retail, to nearest level. 
¥��;�-2X, JX etc-number of indepen- Impedance· in ohms. Power· maxi-
dent drive units, Pt-parted, IB- Si��-r!fdt��h�1:�t �m/el���j���-ut. sealed, Active-dedicated active crossover, needs amps for each dri- �:D�'�ri1�f�fc���t,��::�:r:��o1��� ���bA!oRof:r�t�f-d -b�H �3r�i;.t��·a�ia� Directory for full test results. drive unit, Horn-horn load in�, MC-moving coil, ESL- electrostatiC, CC· coupled cavity, Hybrid -dynamic bass/ESL or nbbon top. 
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Model c;· i r I Size Special .. 
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Shahinian Obelisk 2490 3x 89 6 200 37,74,32 Omni-directional 
Shahinian Hawk 4950 3x 90 6 250 43,95,32 Modular omni-directional 
Shahinian Diapason 8350 5x 91 6 300 58,100,38 Omni-directional, floor standi 
Sonus·Faber Minuetto 898 2x 88 23,35,28 Compact, stand mount 
Sonus-Faber Minima Am or1498 2x 88 20,34,31 Compact, stand mount 
Sonus-Faber Electa 1790 2x 88 38,27,24 Compact, stand mount 
Sonus·Faber Amator 2992 2x 88 37,22,35 Compact, stand mount 
Sonus-Faber Guarneri 5500 2x 88 19,38,38 Compact, limited edition 
Sonus-Faber Extrema 5991 2x 88 55,27,46 'Reference Standard' 
Sony SS-E300 50 18 88 8 160 73,41,20 Magnetically shielded 
Sony SS-V77 50 90 16 19,9,14 Full ranqe surround speakers 
Sony SS·E500 80 18 88 8 120 35,47,20 Maqnetically shielded 
Sony SS-J90AV 100 16 19,12,15 Shielded centre speaker 
Sony SS85E 100 18 85 4 70 9,32,24 UK optimised sound 
Sony SS125E 120 18 86 4 90 22,38,38 UK optimised sound 
Sony SA·W90 350 70 22,49,51 Active subwoofer 
Sony SSAIL 450 18 85 4 120 19,30,32 8io·cellulox tweeters 
Sound·Lab D nastat 3790 Hvbrid 88 8 350 44,183,41 Oak or walnut finish £3990 
Sound·Lab Pristine 11 6990 ESL 88 8 300 72,153,69 Steel frame, curved panel 
Sound-Lab A3 11990 ESL 88 8 300 78,187,23 Any finish, curved panel 
Sound·Lab A 1 13990 ESL 88 8 400 91,208,27 Curved panel, any finish 
Spendor LS3/5A 630 2x 83 8 40 19,30,16 BBC inspired location monitor 
Spendor S20 760 84 8 70 22,38,26 On stands, free space 
Spendor SP3/1 890 2x 85 8 70 40,22,25 Stand mount, free space 
Spendor SP2/3 1100 2x 88 8 80 28,55,33 On stands, free space 
Spendor SPI/2 1430 3x 89 8 90 30,63,30 Stand mount, free space 
Spendor SP?/1 2000 2x 89 8 100 85.30,35 Floor standino 
Spendor SP1 00 2230 3x 90 8 100 37,70,43 Classic monitor, free space 
Spendor SP9/1 3300 3x 90 8 125 t 06,37,44 Floor standing monitor 

-SOica TC5 649 18 88 4 50 33,39,29 Free space, on stands 
Spica TC50S"E 849 18 86 4 50 33,39,29 Free space, on stands 
Spica TCSOSEX 949 18 86 4 50 33.39.29 Free space, on stands 
Spica Anoelus 1295 18 87 8 200 53,117,26 Free space, lloor standing 
Tannoy 631 149 2xPt 87 6 70 19,34,15 Advanced 'silent' enc 
TanniiY632 189 2xPt 88 8 90 51,43,27 
TanniiY633 319 3xl8 89 8 100 29,75,28 
Tannoy Subsat3 399 3xPt 88 8 120 11,16,9 Subsat system with ICT tech 
Tannoy 636 4t9 3xl8 90 6 120 29,75,28 
Tannoy 637 499 3xl8 91 6 150 33,86,32 
Tannoy 625 595 Active 90 58,49,45 Servo, current drive subwoofer 
Tann6Y638 599 3xPt 91 6 175 33,96,32 
Tannoy D100 649 2xPt 89 8 120 25,36,22 6.5 inch Dual Concentric 
Tannoy D500 1470 3xPt 91 6 175 31,93,34 8 inch Dual Concentric 
Tannoy Sterling TW 1750 2x 93 8 150 48,70,31 
Tannoy D?OO 2100 3xPt 93 6 200 37,99,36 1 0 inch Dual Concentric 
Tannoy Edinburqh TW 2700 2x 95 8 180 66,102,42 
T annoy GRFM TW 3500 2x 95 8 200 80,100,48 
Tannoy Cantebury 12A 5500 2x 94 8 200 58,90,43 
T annoy Westminster TW 6000 2x 99 8 200 
Tan no Canterbury 15A 7000 2x 96 8 250 68,110,48 
Tanno Westminster Ro a 13500 2x 99 8 200 98,139,56 
TOL NFM2·S 100 2x 90 8 100 18,45,17 Priced for single speaker 
TDL Near Reld Monitor 120 2x 88 8 70 18,30,17 
TOL NFM2 180 3x 88 8 100 18,45,17 
TOL RTL2 300 2x 87 8 80 20,73,22 Reflex transmission line 
TOLRTL3 400 3x 90 8 120 20,90,37 Reflex transmission line 
TDL Studio 0.5 499 2x 85 8 75 20,62,30 Transmission line 
TDLStudio 1 699 2x 86 8 120 23,77,33 Transmission line bass 
TOL Studio 0.75m 749 2x 85 8 100 29,67,31 Metal drive 11nits, TLS 
TOL Studio 1 m 899 2x 86 8 120 23,77,34 Metal drivers, TLS 
mL Studio MonitoiM 2449 3x 87 8 350 30,119,47 TLS, metal drivers, int stands 
TOL Rei Standard-M 4999 7x 89 8 500 56,121,50 Dual TLS, metal drivers 
Teac LS·X8 80 2x 8 30 11,18,11 In black or white 
Teac S-W1 120 Sub 6 100 17,44,30 Coaxial, shielded 
Teac S-300 150 2x Pt 6 100 17,24,17 
Technics S8·CS55 80 2x Pt 8 60 25,43,25 Shelf/stand, shielded 
Technics S8·CS75 100 3x Pt 8 60 27,49,25 Composite mica cone mid 
Technics S8·CS95 150 3x Pt 8 100 29,54,25 Composite mica cone mid 
Technics S8 -EX2- 200 2x Pt 84 4 100 24,48,29 Composite mica cone mid 
Technics S8·EX3 250 3x Pt 84 4 125 24,60,29 Mica diaphraqms. separate LF b 
Technics S8·EX7 450 3x Pt 84 4 180 29,85,32 Mica diaphraqms, separate LF b 
Technics S8·MX100D 2000 2x Pt 86 6 100 23,47,34 Floor standi no, separate LF ba 
Technics S8-MX200D 4000 3x Pt 88 4 125 35,91,43 Mica bass/tweeler 
Totem Model One 995 Pt 87 4 120 17,31,23 
Triangle Titus TZe 325 90 8 75 20,25,32 
Triangle Comete TZe 475 91 8 100 22,28,40 Suits low powered valve amps 
Triangle Antal 899 92 8 150 22,102,30 
T rianQie Alcante 999 92 4 200 22,100,22 Suits low power valve amp 
Trianqle Zays 1299 92 8 250 99,22,28 
T rianqle AI tins 1850 90 8 300 104,22,22 
T rianqle Altair 2450 92 4 300 35,120,30 Proprietary tweeter 
T rianqle Octant TXe 3750 94 4 300 42,150,19 Ultra high sensitivity 
UKD Opera Prima 450 Pt 88 8 75 20,33,25 Solid walnut, stand mount 
UKD Opera Seconda 550 Pt 88 8 100 23,35,34 Solid walnut, stand mount 
UKD Operetta 660 Pt 87 8 70 22,30,26 Solid walnut, stand mount 
UKD Callas Mahogany 750 Pt 88 8 120 34,22,32 Solid mahogany, stand mount 
UKD Super Pavarotti 875 Pt 88 8 150 23,55,23 Solid mahogany, stand mount 
UKD Callas Walnut 89S _1'1- - BZ.. �__,__ s;_ -'"" 'ld ?? �., �lirl ... <>lnoo+ c,..,,,, n�: .. ,..,� ... 

Model 
' . 

UKD Divina 
UKO Caruso 
Vandersteen 2Ce 
Visonic David 5001 
Visonic Sub 4 
Visonic David 6001 
Visonic David 8001 
Whartedale Centre Cube 
Whartedale Modus Cube 
Whartedale CRS3 � 
Whartedale Diamond 6R 
Whartedale Modus Micro 
Whartedale Modus Centre 
Whartedale Diamond V 

Whartedale CRS5 
Whartedale Modus Mini 
Whartedale Modus One 
Whartedale Modus Sub·b 
Whartedale Modus Three 
Whartedale CRS7 
Whartedale Modus Five 
Whartedale CRS9 
Whartedale Modus Seven 
Whartedale Modus One·T 
Wilson XI Grand Slam 
Wilson WAP Puppy 5 
Wilson WAP Puppy 11 
Wilson WATI Ill 
Wilson WHOW 11 
Yamaha NS·C80 
Yamaha NS·E80 
Yamaha NS-C110 
Yamaha NS I OM 
lYP AI 
zyp A1T 
lYP A2S 

Model 

B&O 8eomaster 7000 
Denon DRA-265R 
Denon DRA·365RD 
Denon DRA-565RD 
Denon AVR-1 000 
Dual CR9000RS 
Grundi R210 
Grundig_ R2 
Harman·Kardon HK3300 
Harman·Kardon HK3400 
Harman·Kardon HK3500 
Harman-Kardon HK3600 
Harman·Kardon AVR·30 
JVC RX·212X8K 
JVC RX·308BK 
JVC RX·508V8K 
JVC RX·808V8K 
Kenwood KR-A4060 
Kenwood KR·V6060 
Ken wood KR· V7050 
Marantz SR·63 
Marantz SR· 73 
Marantz SR·82 
NAD 701 
NAD 705 
Pioneer SX·203RDS 
Pioneer SX·303RDS 
Pioneer VSX·452 
Sansui RZ790 
Sansui RZ-3500 11 
Sherwood RX1010 
Sherwood RV5030R 
Sherwood RV6030R 
Sony STRD311 
Sony STRD511 
Sony STRD611 
Teac AG·V3020 
Technics SA·GX170L 
Technics SA·GX370L 
Technics SA-GX350L 
Technics SA·GX670L 
Yamaha RX·360 
Yamaha RX·V470 
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1390 
2250 
1395 

132 
154 
163 
228 

49 
59 
89 

109 
109 
119 
129 
129 
139 
159 

ss 179 
199 
199 
259 
299 
339 

ree439 
0 

5500 
5600 
7700 

12500 
99 

120 
149 
250 
199 
219 
299 

.. 
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920 
200 
250 
320 
520 
200 
150 
250 
379 
499 
699 
799 
999 
200 
230 
350 
570 
230 
350 
400 
330 
599 
899 
259 
329 
200 
250 
400 
250 
370 
120 
330 
400 
230 
280 
330 
450 
230 
280 
350 
450 
240 
400 
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Key to recievers 
��i�� �r�����er���i�������s� ��Y��· 
��������r�i����cn�f.c��\�·channels driven RMS Sohms, 2oHz· 2okHz. Wavebands· FM, L-long wave, M· medium wave. Presets · number thereof. 
��U���1�g ��/n�� l �t����1- tape, 
�id=��\���r���ti���e circuit with 

ii 
1 

f i I 
. 
� Size 

Pt 87 8 150 24,39,40 
Pt 88 8 200 22,97,28 
4x 88 7 160 41,101,27 

4·8 50 10,17,10 
4·8 100 36,49,31 
4·8 60 13,20,12 
4·8 80 16,25,17 

Pt 87 8 75 14,13,12 
Pt 87 8 75 14,17,12 
2x Pt 89 8 100 22,38,17 
Pt 89 8 100 16,27,22 
2x Pt 86 8 75 14,23,12 
Pt 87 8 75 46,14,12 
Pt 87 8 100 18,26,20 
2x Pt 89 8 140 26,48,20 
A8R 86 8 75 14,39,12 
2xPt 89 8 100 22,41,29 
Pt 88 8 200 57,23,38 
2xPt 90 8 100 22,57,29 
Pt 91 8 150 26,60,21 
3xPt 90 8 125 22.65,29 
P1 93 8 160 31,80,28 
3xPt 90 8 125 22,81,20 
3xPt 90 8 150 22,109,29 
3x 94 
Sub 91 

Sub 91 25,53,35 
2x 91 27,31,36 
Sub 98 88/65,36 

90 6 80 14,45,17 
90 6 50 27,20,7 
90 6 120 15,47,18 
90 8 100 21,38,20 

18 88 8 50 14,22,12 
18 88 8 50 14,22,12 
2xiB 88 8 50 22,14,12 

si 
I 
! i j 

"' .. 
I .. 

N 75 FM,M,L 20 MM,2L,2T y 

N 35 FM,M 40 MM,2L, 1T y 
N 45 FM,M 40 MM,3L,1T y 
N 55 FM,M 40 MM,3L,2T y 

y 70 FM,M 16 MM,2L,2T y 
N 55 FM,M,L 30 MM,4L,2T y 
N 50 FM,M,L 59 MM,5L y 
N 50 FM,M,L 59 MM,5L y 
N 20 FM, M MM,3L.2T y 
N 35 FM,M MM3L,2T y 
N 50 FM,M MM,4L,2T y 
N 75 FM, M MM,4L,2T y 
y 50 FM,M 16 MM,3L,3T,6V y 

N 50 FM,M,L 40 MM,3L,1T y 

N 70 FM,M,L 40 MM,3L,1T y 

y 50 FM,M,L 40 MM,1L,3T y 

y 70 FM,M.L 40 MM,1L,3T y 

N 80 FM, M 20 MM,3L,2T y 
y 100 FM, M 20 MM,3L,2T y 
y 100 FM,M 20 MM,3L,2T y 

N 80 FM,M,L 30 MM,3L,1T y 
y 75 FM, M 30 MM,3L,3T y 
y 75 FM,M 30 MM,3L,2T y 

N 25 FM,M 24 MM,2L,1T y 
N 40 FM,M 39 MM,2L,2T y 
N 35 FM,M 30 MM,2L,2T y 
N 50 FM,M 30 MM,2L,2T y 
y 50 FM,M 30 MM,2L,2T,2V y 
N 30 FM,M 30 MM,2L,2T y 
N 30 FM,M 30 MM,2L,2T y 
N 30 FM,M MM,2L,1T N 
y 80 FM,M,L MM,4L.4T y 
y 100 FM,M,L MM,4L,4T y 
y 60 FM,M,L 30 MM,2L,2T y 
y 50 FM,M,L 30 MM,3L,2T y 

y 60 FM,M,L 30 MM,3L,2T y 
y 95 FM.M 30 MM,4L,3T y 
N 80 FM,M,l 30 MM,2L,2 y 

y 80 FM,M,L 40 MM,2L,2T y 
y 50 FM,M,L 30 MM,4L,1T y 
y 60 FM,M,L 30 MM,4L,1T y 
N 40 FM,M MM,3L,1T y 

y 50 FM,M MM,6L,2T y 

,. ' ' . , . • I 

4x 88 7 160 41.101.27 

R emote ·control. Size· width x height x depth in cm. 

��gi�1W;�}T�f�rc��P\��::�e�:��ot��t� Directory for full test results. 

Special 

Solid walnut, stand mount 
Solid walnut, floor standinQ 
Free standing, phase ali!Jiled 

Shielded centre speaker 
Shielded 
Standlboohshell mount 
Stand/bookshelf mount 
Shielded 
Shielded centre speaker 
Stand mount, near wall 

Shielded two·wav 
Stand/bookshelf mount 
Two channel double tuned sub·w 
Slandlbookshell mount 

Stand/bookshelf mount 
Floor standing, three way 
Floor standing 
Floor standing 
Three-way reference 
Passive sub for WADs 
Passive subwoofer for WAn 

Active subwoofer for WATI 

Wall mount 
Maqneticall shielded 
Studio neartield monitor 

Size Special 

44,12,31 
44,12,32 System remote 
44,12,32 ROS 
44,15,33 Auto inpul balance 
44,14,30 System component 
36,12,30 Gain switch, remote 
44,14,30 RDS, Radio text, remote 
45,13,35 
45,13,35 
45,13,35 
45,13,35 
45,13,35 Dolby Pro Logic 
44,13,34 4ch surround 
44,13,34 4 channel surround 
44,13,34 5ch Dolby Pro Looic 
44,16,40 5ch Dolby Pro Logic 
44,13,33 RDS 
44,15,40 Dolby Pro Logic, ROS 
44,15,40 Dolby Pro Logic, RDS 
43,14,34 
43,15,38 Dolby Pro Logic 
43,17,43 Dolby Pro Logic, multi·room 

42,14.29 ROS tuner 
42,14,34 ROS tuner 
42,14.35 Dolby Pro·Looic 

Oolby Pro Logic 

43,14,30 System remote 
43,14,30 OolbY Pro Looic 
43,14,30 Oolby Pro Logic 
44,16,38 Dol by Pro Logic 
43,13,31 
43,13.31 Oolby Pro Logic 
43,14,36 Dolby Pro Logic 

43,16,36 Oolby Pro-Logic, help function 

Dolby Pro Logic 

' 
Free standi no. ohr�sP. fl!innP.fl I 



SEVENOAKS HI Fl -

DISPLAY & 
DEMONSTRATIONS 
The moment you step through 

the door of a Sevenoaks Hi Fi 

branch you're going to be 
better looked after. With over 
21 years experience in Hi Fi, 

Video and TV retail, we're here 

to make sure you get the 

equipment that best suits your 

needs and your budget. 

You'll find a wide range of 

products with the emphasis on 

quality rather than country of 
origin. Not only is everything 

we sell on display, but it's also 
available for demonstration. 

Each of our branches has 

dedicated demonstration 

facilities to help you enjoy 

choosing your equipment. 

If you thought this level of 
service might be expensive -
you'd be wrong. Our prices 
are the most competitive 

around and our added value 

offers famous throughout the 
industry. 

AFTER SALES 
CARE 
Each Sevenoaks Hi Fi 

branch is served by our 

dedicated Central Service 

Department. Approved by 

all the leading 

manufacturers, our team of 

fully trained engineers are 

capable of repairing 99% of 

all faults - in our own 
workshops. Once the repair 

is complete we give you a 
3 month warranty. The kind 

of back up you'd expect from 
one of the leading 

independent Hi Fi retailers in 

the country. 

PRICE PROMISE 

We always try to ensure 
that our prices are 
competitive. However, in 
the unlikely event a 
competitor advertises an 
identical product as 
available from stock at a 
lower price, even in a sale, 
we will match that price! 
Added value offers not available on 
price match. 0°/o FINANCE 

We offer 0% finance 
on a wide range of 

Hi Fi & AJV separates. 
Package 1: 10% deposit 
followed by 6 equal monthly 
payments. Example: Cost 
£600. Deposit £60 plus 6 
payments of £90. 
Package 2: 25% Deposit 
followed by 9 equal 
monthly payments. 
Package 3: 50% Deposit 
followed by 12 equal 
monthly payments. 

All Options: Minimum 
balance £400. 
Subject to status. 0% APR. 
Personal shoppers only. 

Written details on request. 

SUGGESTED SYSTEMS 

System 1 
CD REP LA V FROM 
AN 'AUDIOPHILE' 
HI Fl SEPARATES 
SYSTEM ... 

£399.00 
RRP £;;&6. 00 

UP, UP & AWAY 

WITH SEVENOAKS HI Fl 

System 2 
CD REPLAY FROM A 
TRUE 'AUDIOPHILE' 
HI Fl SEPARATES 
SYSTEM ... 

MARANTZ CD63 
CD PLAYER 
Exceptional performance, 
excellent value 
WHAT HI Fl? ***** 

MARANTZ PM44SEMKI 
AMPLIFIER 
Breathes life into most music 
WHAT HI Fl? 93/94 AWARDS 

WINNER ***** 

MORDAUNT SHORT 
MS10 SPEAKERS 
An outstanding small speaker, 
dynamic and well controlled 
WHAT HI Fl? ***** 

Option KEF CODA 7 
extra £50 

Visit any Sevenoaks Hi Fi 
branch before 30th April, 
1 995 enter your name 
into our free draw and 
you could win an hours 
balloon ride. You'll cover 
between 5-15 miles, and 
when you land you'll be 
offered a glass of 
champagne and presented 
with a 'First Flight' 
certificate. 
The winner will be notified by 
post, and announced in our June 
validity ad. 
No purchase necessary. 

TEAC CDP3500 CD 

PLAYER 
Expressive, confident, pacey, 
natural presentation 
WHAT HI Fl? **** 

ROTEL RA960BXMKII 

AMPLIFIER 
Detailed, aggressive presentation, 
good phono stage 
HI Fl WORLD Recommwded 

TDL RTL2 SPEAKERS 

Enthralling, room filling and 
rhythmic 
WHAT HI Fl? ***** 

Option MISSION 733 
no extra charge 

STAFF WANTED 

Senior and Junior sales staff required at several 
locations due to further expansion - If you're 
interested in a career with a progressive Hi Fi 
retailer, contact Kim or Maxine on (01732) 455911 

1 :6 BFCANC.HES NATIONW------



THE SPECIALIST 

HI Fl PRODUCT SELECTION A llpricesar�validuntil 
at least Aprol 30th, 1995 

AMPLIFIERS T"chnics R�I!X$01 
Technics RSTR373K 
Technics RSTR474K 
Yamaha KX380 

£ 179.95 FG TDL RTL3 £ 399.95 
£ 649.95 
£ 499.95 
£ 699.95 

Arcam Alpha 5 
Arcam Alpha 6 
Arcam Delta 290P 
Arcam Delta 290 I ne remote 
Aura VA80 
Aura VA 100 11 Black 
Audiolab 8000C - 94 
Audiolab 8000A - 94 
Audiolab 8000P - 94 
Audiolab 8000M - 94 (each) 
Audiolab 8000 PPA 
Audiolab 8000 Q 
Cyrus PSXR 
Cyrus Power 
Cyrus Ill 
Cyrus Pre 
Denon PMA250111 
Denon PMA35011 
Denon PMA480R 
Exposure 
Harman HK61 0 (Phono extra) 
Kenwood KA 1 060 
Kenwood KA2060R 

£ 229.95 
£ 329.95 
£ 399.95 
£ 479.95 
£ 279.95 
£ 349.95 
£ 459.95 
£ 479.95 
£ 649.95 
£ 699.95 
£ 799.95 
£ 999.95 
£ 299.95 
£ 449.95 
£ 499.95 
£ 649.95 
£ 159.95 FG 
£ 219.95 
£ 219.95 

P.O.A 
£ 189.95 
£ 139.95 
£ 169.95 

Yamaha KXS80 

HOME CINEMA 

£ 179.95 
£ 199.95 
£ 169.95 
£ 249.95 

Wide range available see our H/Cin Ad. 
SPEAKERS 
Base 
B&W DM600i 
B&W DM6101 
B&W DM620i 

P.O.A 
£ 189 95 
£ 249.95 
£ 429.95 

Bir.W Solid Mo(li�or. £ 159.00 NOR 
B&W P4 £ 599.95 
Castle Trent 11 £ 199.95 
Castle Durham 900 £ 279.95 
Castle York £ 399.95 
Castle Severn £ 499.95 
Castle Chester 11 £ 699.95 

Kenvvood KA3020SE Castle Howard £ 999.95 £ 199.9� FG Celestion 3 Mk 11 £ 129.'95 
Celestion 5 Mk 11 £ 169.95 Marantz PM44 Mkl �!' 

Marantz PM44 Mkll SE 
Meridian 501 Pre 

£ ))1 £ 1�9.00 
£ 199.95 
£ 624.95 
£ 624.95 

FG JPV\1 Minim Monitor £A £ . 54:oo NOR 
JPW Sonata Vinyl £ 99.95 

Meridian 555 Pwr 
Meridian 551 
Michell 
Musical Fid A 1000 
Musical Fid E1 00 
Musical Fid E200 Pre 
Musical Fid E300 Pwr 
Musical Fid F22 
Musical Fid F15 
Nad 310 
Nad 302 

£ 694.95 
P.O.A. 

£1399.95 
£ 599.95 
£ 599.95 
£ 699.95 
£ 999.95 
£1899.95 
£ 129.95 
£ 179.95 

Nad 304 
Nakamichi IA4s 
Pioneer A 103 

£ 239 95 FG 
£ 199.95 

Pioneer A203 
Pio.:.;;er,_eJObx 
Pioneer A400 
Pioneer A400X 
Project 7 
Quad 306 
Quad 34 
Quad 77 
Quad 606 
Quad 66 inc RI 
Rotel RA930AX 11 
Rotel RA930BX 
Rotel RA960,BX 11 
Rotel RA970BX 
Rotel RC970BX 11 
Rotel RB970BX 11 
Technics SUA600 Mkll 
Technics SUA700 Mkll 
Technics SUA800 Mkll 
Technics SUA900 Mkll 
MINI/MICROS 

£ 129.95 
£ 149.95 

£)A '£ -i.i9.0§ 
£ 279.95 
£ 299.95 
£ 259.95 
£ 349.95 
£ 398.95 
£ 594.95 
£ 689.95 
£ 862.95 
£ 149.95 
£ 199.95 

£� £199.00 
£ 299 95 
£ 174.95 
£ 224.95 
£ 199.95 
£ 249.95 
£ 349.95 
£ 399.95 

�i��0�v5.6s57?X 1���kc�r� 
Kenwood 

£ t6�-� 
Denon 090 Ex Speakers £ 669.95 
De non D11 0 Ex Speakers £ 799.95 

N O R 

Kef Reference Model One £1199.95 
Kef Coda 7· £129.95 
Kef Q10 
Kef Q30 
Kef Q50 

£ 199.95 
£ 349.95 
£ 499.95 

Kef R105 Blk ·- -� � £1"295.00 . " 

WE WON'T BE 
BEATEN ON 

PRICE* 
CHECK OUT OUR PRICE 
<1111 PROMISE OPPOSITE 

0% FINANCE 
WE OFFER 0% FINANCE 
ON A WIDE RANGE OF 

HI Fl SEPARATES - SEE 
<1111 EXAMPLES OPPOSITE 

TAPES SPECIAL 
TDK 090- 6Bp 

TDK SA90 10Bp 
Minimum purchase 10 tapes 

De non 02 50 Ex Speakers £ 929.95 
De non DF1 0 Ex Speakers £ 999.95 Meridian ASOO f 694.95 Kenwood HD600 Ex Speakers £ 699.95 Mission 731 £ 129.95 FG Marantz 1020 Ex Speakers £ 999.95 Mission 732 £ 199.95 
TUNER AMPs �:��:�� H� �m 1:� 
Denon DRA365RD £ 249.95 Mission 735 £ 599.95 
Denon DRA545RD £ 319.95 Mission 751 (R!Wood add £29) £ 299.95 
Nad 705 £ 329.95 Mission 752 (R!Wood add £79) £ 499.95 

TDL RTL4 
TDL Studio 0.5 
TDL Studio 1 
TURNTABLES 
Dua.l CS 4351nc. C<lrt £ � £ 99.00 
g�:: �� �gu ���: ��u SK � m:88 
Michell P,O.A. 
Nad 5120 inc. cart £ 119.95 
Nad 533 1nc. cart £ 199.95 
����e��

i
b�-��i�c. cart £ 1��-·t's 

Project 1 me. cart £ 184.95 
Prowct 6. 1 �x cart £ 379.95 
�����fc�-JL11

n
i; 6�r

t � ���:§§ 
TUNERS 
Arcam Alpha 5 
Audiolab 8000T 
Cyrus FM7 
Denon TU260L 
Denon TU380RDS 
Kenwood KT1 060L 
Kenwood KT2060L 
Meridian 504 
Musical Fid ESOO 
Nad 402 
Pioneer F203 RDS 
Pioneer F303 RDS 
Pioneer F502 RDS 
Quad 66FM 
Rotel RT940AX 
Rotel RT950BX 
Sony STS31111DS 

CD PLAYERS 

£ 219,95 
£ 699,95 
£ 399.95 
£ 119.95 
£ 189.95 
£ 119.95 
£ 149.95 
£ 624.95 
£ 499.95 
£ 169.9_5 
£ 129.95 
£ 179.95 
£ 249.95 
£ 532.95 
£ 189.95 
£ 219.95 

£� £1"39,oo 

�iwaJ<C3()() . £� ' £ !113.00 
Area m Alpha One £ 299.95 
Area m A!pha"s;t: ih(: free AJQ '£ 469:95 • 
·A;cam Black Box SO '£ 449.9S 
Arcam Black Box 500 £ 749.95 
Arcam Delta 250 Transport £ 749.95 
Arcam Delta 270 £ 799.95 
Audio Alchemy· DAC in.i.tie box £ 199.95 
Claim '£20 ,CD Voucher · · 
·Audiolab 8000 CDM £1249'�5 
Audiolab 8000 DAC £ 749.95 
Cyrus DAD7 £ 899.95 
Denon DCD315 £ 149.95 
Denon DCD615 £ 179.95 
Denon DCD825 £ 219.95 
De non DCD1 015 £ 349 95 
Denon DCM340 Multi £ 299.95 
Kenwood DP2060 £ 159.95 
Kenwood DP3060 £ 199.95 
Kenwood DP7060 £ 379.95 
Kenwood DPR4060 Multi £ 199.95 
Marantz CD1 0 £1199.95 
!V'arantz CD1\),.Fa <tpry Re-paqcs £ 899.00 
Marantz CD1G _ _ . . --�·· n399.9S 
Marantz CD53 £ 199.95 
Marantz CD63 £ 249.95 
llilarantz co6"35jk� •£ 349.95. 
Meridian 563 DAC £ 749.95 
Meridian 506 £ 874.95 
Meridian 500 Transport £1094.95 
Meridian 508 £1474.95 
Musical Fid E600 £ 599.95 
Musical Fidelity FCD £1499.95 
Nad 501 £ 179.95 
Nad 502 £ 229.95 Sony STRD3,.1 £ ,.,6 £ 149_00 NOR M1ssion 753 (R!Wood add £99) £ 699.95 

r� Mission 760i '£ � £ 94 .. 00 
CASSETTE I DCC M!ss!on 760i5E · i £Y'9 £ 98,00 

NOR Nad 513 Mull< £ 269.95 
.Phllip� CD71_0 (1,, - £�.f' 7,9.00 

.MISSIOn 780SEJ,r>hhiMW Jt · £ �39,95 
Aivva ADF4SO- £jlf· £ 72.00 NOR Mon Audio 1 Gold 11 (RM/ood + £20) £ 199.95 
Aivva _ADF850 £ £ 148.00 NOR Mon Audio 14 Gold 11 (R/vVood +£50) £ 499.95 
Aivva ADS9s.o· £ £249.00 Mordaunt Short MS1 0 £ 139.95 FG 
Aiwa ADWX727 £ 169.95 f::

a
od�'Qu,nt Short MS20 � 1�§:§� FG 

g���� g����g �m§� Nad 804 £ 329.95 
Denon OR5640 £ 199.95 FG Pink Triangle Ventrical £ 899.95 
Denon ORW760 £ 249.95 ��:� ESL 63 £2�5�.-t'S Kenwood KXW4060 £ 179.95 Roksan Ojan 3 £ 895.95 Kenwood KX3060 f 169.95 Ruark Swordsman Plus 11 £ 299.95 
Marantz- DQB2, ,· £. � .£ 1 .. 9. 9.00

. 

NOR Ruark Sabre £ 384.95 
Marantz _DD92 £� £ 299.00 NOR Ruark Templar £ 479.95 
Nad 602 £ 199.95 ����� ��[�di�n 11 i1���-

.§� 
�����:��: 8�1 � ��§:§§ FG ����� ���f�g�r 11 ��j�§:§� 
Nakamichi DR3 £� £3.29.00 'NOR Systym 931 £ 299.95 
Philips DCC 951 £ 279.95 ���

t
��Y ��.;'file 631 H�§ §� FG �:����� g���g� � m§� FG i����� ���:::� ��� � m 1:� �� �:����� 2��g�R f i�§:§§ FG i����� �����[� ��� � !�§:§§ �:����� ���gm � m §� f�����roflie 638 � m §� 

Son)( TCK415 3·Head £13 £ 129.00 N O R TDL NFM2 £ 179.95 
Sony TCK515S 3-Head_ Dol_b_ y S £ . £ 159.00 N

N
O
O
R
R TDL RTU Claim QQ (i;II>J� £'299,95 FG 

Sony TCK6115 Dolby_ S £ . £ 238.00_ 

P!nk Triangle Car�inal Transport £ 749.95 
P1nk Triangle Ordmal £ 789.95 
�:��:��aP8���a Capo llM§_-§§ 
Pioneer PD203 £ 159.95 
Pioneer PDF1 DOH Multi £ 599.95 
Pioneer PDM603 Multi £ 249.95 
Pioneer PDS503 £ 199.95 
Pioneer PDS7�1i� .:xx £ 249.95 
Pioneer PDM703 Multi £ 299.95 
Quad 67 £ 824.95 
Roksan P.O.A. 
Rotel RCD930AX £ 199.95 
Rotel RCD965BX £ 299.95 
Rote! RCD970BX £ 349.95 
Sony CDPM302 £ 129.95 
Teac coP3soi> £�£ 149.oo

' 

Teac D700 Dac £ 599.95 
Teac P700 Transport £ 899.95 
Teac VRDST1 Transport £ 499.95 
Teac VRDS7 £ 599.95 
Teac VRDS 10 £ 769.95 
Teac VRDS20 £1299.95 
Technics SLPG360 £ 139.95 
Technics 5LPG460 £ 159.95 
Technics SLPG560 £ 179.95 
Technics 5LP5670A £ 199.95 FG 
Yamaha CDC645 Multi £ 279.95 

SEVENOAKS HIFI 



TRUE MUS_ICAL 

quality hi ji products with style and value for 

Heralding the latest addition to 
the Audiolab range_ The new 
SOOOQ pre amplifier incorporates 
many significant technical 
advances over todays pre 
amplifiers_ New 'Zq' technology 
ensures ultra low noise and 
distortion, whilst the mechanical 
design and printed circuit layout 
optimises short signal paths. 
All in all the new SOOOQ is a 
superb performer and an ideal 
partner for Audiolabs own 8000P 
and SOOOM power amplifiers, 
helping to provide excellent detail 
and dynamics with a wide range 
of loudspeakers_ 
For more details on these and the 
complete Audiolab range 
including 8000A, 8000C, 
8000PPA, 8000T, 8000DAC and 
8000CDM simply contact your 
local Sevenoaks Hi Fi branch_ 

Meridians reputation for making 
the finest CD players is renowned. 

With the superb 508 this 

reputation is enhanced still 
further_ The first moment you set 
eyes on its unique styling -
especially the luscious bonded 
glass (mirror finished) top - you 
can see that it is not just another 
black box_ 
Whether it is because they use top 
quality components as part of the 
high definition delta-sigma 
conversion or a precision steel 
chassis and high mass drawer 
mechanism, something is 
undeniably right, as music is 
reproduced faithfully_ 
To audition the Meridian range 
contact our branches in 
*Sevenoaks, Chelsea, Watford, 
Witham (Essex), Croydon, 
Brighton,Tunbridge Wells, 
Leicester, Woolwich and Chatham. 
*Digital Audio Visual products 

now on demonstration. 

The Gyro Dec has always been a 
class act. Beautifully styled, it 
looks like no other turntable and 
like all of John Michell's product it 
has the performance to match_ 
After twenty years of success John 
Michell compliments it with 
products that are impossible not 
to recommend like the Argo, ISO, 
Alecto and the new QC Power 
Supply_ 
At Sevenoaks Hi Fi you can 
audition these and other 

'audiophile' vinyl replay 
equipment - like the Pink Triangle 
Export Gti and Anniversary 
turntables. 

The natural, articulate sound 
presentation of the Howard is 
evidence of Castle's mastery of 
quarter-wave bass technology. A 
fibre polymer bass/mid driver and 
metal dome tweeter- with off-set 
placement - ensures crisp stereo 
imagery and extended, yet 
controlled bass, making it adept 
at handling all types of music­
especially classical. 
This dedicated manufacturer 
manages to combine 
craftsmanship and style 
throughout their range, offering 
nine hand crafted real wood 
veneer finishes on all of their 
models including Trent 11, 
Durham 900, Severn and 
Chester 11. 

We also stock many other quality 
loudspeakers from ProAc, Monitor 
Audio, Kef Reference, TDL and 

For over 50 years the name Quad 
has been synonymous with 
quality. Throughout the world, 
many hundreds of thousands of 
satisfied customers have endorsed 
this sentiment. The secret of 
Quad's success is their constant 
search for improved musical 
reproduction and style. 
True to these ideals the new 77 
integrated amplifier and remote 
control incorporates the very 
latest technology and innovative 
looks_ 
At Sevenoaks Hi Fi you can 
audition this and other models 
like the 606, 66, FM 66 and 67 
CD player. 

musical fidelity 

The E1 0 integrated amplifier is 
the latest addition to Musical 
Fidelity's superb Elektra range. 
Featuring the same stylish front 

16 BRANCHES THROUGHOUT 
authorised dealers for quality brands of Hi Fi. For a competitive 

0� 
London Road SEVENOAKS 

li 
CHATHAM CROYDON 

1 09-113 London • 4 Railway Street 373 London Road 
Road Railway ,. 01634 846859 0181 665 1203 Street (/) 
01732 4595SS 1-
BRIGHTON World� � CHELSEA 

Ge�in Rd 1 J ENFIELD 
SS Preston Street End 403 Kings Road, 7 Genotin Road 

AVAILABLE ON A Kings Rd (/) � SW10 
WIDE RANGE OF 01273 733338 

• IU I E3J� 
0181 342 1973 

HI Fl SPEARATES 0171 3S2 9466 
Enfield Town � 

Example: 10% deposit followed by 
6 equal monthly payments. Eg. Cost CANTERBURY CHELTENHAM ESSEX 

£ 600. Deposit £ 60 plus 6 � Lower 20a Lower Bridge 24 Pittville Street 1 The Grove 
payments of £ 90_ 

llJI B;�· 
Street Centre, Witham 

01242 241171 
0 AT SEVENOAKS HI Fl 01227 462787 01376 S01733 



/ 

EXPRESSION 
• 

hiji connozsseurs and m,usic lovers 
panel and diecast metal knobs as 
the other Elektra models, build 
quality is as you would expect from 
this British manufacturer­
impressive. 
The E10 combines the benefits of a 
class AB output stage - smooth 
sound and efficient use of power­
thus ensuring high current delivery, 
with the capability to drive all 
loudspeakers easily. 
For more details on the Elektra, F 

Series and A1000 simply contact 
your nearest Sevenoaks branch. 

The superb Ruark Templar­

compact floorstanding loudspeaker 
- demonstrates many of the points 
that have made Ruark such a well 
respected and successful 
manufacturer throughout the world. 
All of their range of loudspeakers 
are designed with outstanding 
musical reproduction in mind, as 
well as a style that allows them to 

blend effortlessly into any living 
room. lt is not often that style and 
performance combine in this way, 
and for a manufacturer to have so 
many quality models like the 
Swordsman+ 11, Talisman 11, 

Paladin, Crusader 11 and Equinox 

is a testomony to the very high 
standards that Ruark set themselves 
and uphold so impeccably. 

integrated amplifier. Aesthetically 
pleasing and sonically superb it has 
all the hallmarks of quality you 
associate with Arcam products -
minimalist layout, convenience of 
operation and of course, excellent 
value for money. 
As befits a modern amplifier it 
features remote control and is 
extremely versatile. To increase the 
dynamic performance, yet retain the 
crisp, clean sound, simply add the 
new Delta 290P (Power amplifier). 
This enables you to drive your 
loudspeakers with more control 
creating a hard to beat ancillary 
package. 

Designed and developed in the UK­
like all of Rotel's other products­
the new RCD970BX continues the 
tradition of outstanding digital 
replay from a Rotel CD Player, like 
the award winning RCD96BX. 

The new RCD970BX incorporates 
the latest in Bitstream technology, 
and the slimline styling makes it 
aesthetically very pleasing. Thus 
making it an ideal partner for other 
Rotel products especially the highly 
reviewed RC/RB 970BXMK2. 

When you look back over the last 
twenty five years of Hi Fi Separates, 
Rotel were there. Today they still 
offer more Best Buys, 
Recommendations and accolades 
than any other manufacturer. 

rnarantz 

tt ,. " ' • ,;.....,.. ;;. 
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Marantz are one of the audio 
pioneers with a dedication to make 
recorded sound as enjoyable as the 
real thing. They call this the 
development of pure hifidelity and 
over the years it has lead the Hi Fi 
press to bestow awards on 
numerous products from their 
extensive range. 
With this in mind their new CD63SE 

has advanced digital replay. 
Incorporating top quality 
components like high mass drawer 
mechanism and copper screening 
for improved air flow, it ensures 
faithful musical reproduction, long 
term reliability and a natural 
upgrade from the highly acclaimed 
CD63. 

Another exceptional value for 
money product from Marantz. 
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Key to systems 
Price - typical retail, to nearest 

����c�s - CD - compact disc, R - radio 
tuner, Tu- turntable, T ·cassette 
tape, 
V· video siBnal routing (composite 
and/or S-V1deo). 
�h:n

e�e
-t�Rt�S� power in watts, per 

Size ·main unit dimensions ·width x 

height x depth in cm. 

�i�1W;�}f�A'�7c���t
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t��� 
Directory for full test results. 

Audiolab BOOOT 

Key to systems 
Price ·typical retail, to nearest 

����c
d

es - CD - compact disc, R ·radio 
tuner, Tu ·turntable, T - cassette 
tape1 
V- v 1deo siBnal routing (composite 
and/or S -V1deo). 
��:'ne�e

-
l��lJ:,�t

. 
power in watts, per 

· I  

Size· main unit dimensions- width x 

height x depth in cm. 
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t��� 
Directory for full test results. 

700 FM,M,L 39 N 45,8,36 Switchable IF, mutin , mono 
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Key to tuners RDS- Radio Data System, which pro-

-� 
Key to turntables. Size - width x height x depth in cm. 

Price -typical retail, to nearest vides station lOs and sometimes Price ·typical retail, to nearest 

G��d�-- FM- VHF, stereo and hi-fi 
other data on the FM waveband. �����S- 33, 45 and/or 78 revolutions 

Special - Cartridge and/or arm includ· 
Size- width x height x depth in cm. ed etc. 

�;_P���O.�: ��
d
�Wa�e�������i���-

i-
�
er minute. 
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ype -A -Auto. that is, automatic 
p
lay 

������i�}j�t�ic���
�
��:��e�:��o1��� 

�0�
n
n
o
d_ 
N -Nicam digital TV stereo initiation, and arm return at end o 

Directory for full test results. side. Directory for full test results. 
Presets· total number of presets on S ·Semi, arm lift or arm return at end 
all bands. of side. M - Manual. 

-. 

"' ... "' 
... .. ii .. � � 1 Model Q" a I} .. 

Size Special Model Q" i Size Special .. "' 

Aiwa XT-003 120 FM,M,L 30 N Audiomeca J 1/SL5 4250 M 33/45 50, 40, 2 With parallel trackino arm 
Aiwa XT-950 150 FM,M 24 N 8&0 7000 555 Auto 33/45 42,8,33 lnc MMC2 cartridoe, RIAA pream 
Arcam Alpha 5 220 FM 16 N 43.8,27 Signal strength meter Basis Ovation 11 4800 M 33/45 58,42,14 Lead/brass, record clamped 
Arcam Delta 280 350 FM 20 N 43,7,28 Remote control, IF switching Basis Debut Gold Std Ill 7200 M 33/45 58,42,19 Belt drive, high mass, lour po 
Audiolab 8000T 750 FM,M,L 39 N 45,8,36 Switchable IF, muting, mono Basis Debut Gold Vacuum 9250 M 33/45 58,42,19 Includes suction platter 
Aura TU80 350 FM.M,L 30 N 43,6,27 Chrome finish add £50 DNM Rota 1 2850 M 33/45 59,14,37 Includes arm and cartndge 
AVI S2000MT 599 FM 16 N 31,25,9 RIC via system handset DNM Rota 2 4000 M 33/45 59,14,37 Includes arm and cartridqe 
Day Sequerra FM Rei 5457 FM Dual CS3700/3701 85 s 33/45 36,10,36 Midi-sized turntable 
Day-Seq S B'dcast Mon 14640 FM Dual CS435 130 F 33/45 44,12,36 Turntable includes cartridge 
Denon TU-260L 120 FM,M,L 20 N 44,8,24 Low impedance output Dual CS503-2 170 s 33/45 44,13,37 Turntable includes cartridge 
Denon TU-380RD 190 FM,M 40 N 44,8,24 RDS Radiotext/EON Dual 505-4 UK 200 s 33/45 44,15,37 Turntable inc cartridqe 
Goodmans GST650 90 FM,M.L 36 N Dual CS750-1 350 s 33/45/78 44,14,38 Turntable includes cartridge 
Goodmans Delta 700 100 FM,M,L 36 N 36,t1,30 Dual Golden 11 500 s 33/45/78 44,14,38 Piano finish CS750-t 
Grundig T1 130 FM,M,L 59 N 44,9,30 User station name, gain switch Genexxa Lab-71 0 60 M 33/45 Includes MM cartridge 
Grundi T310 140 FM,M,L 59 y 36,8,30 ADS (PS, CT, RT, PTY) Genexxa Lab-8t 0 70 s 33/45 Includes MM cartridoe 
Grundig_ T2 170 FM.M,L 59 y 44,9,30 ADS (PS, RT) Goodmans Delta 700 55 s 33/45 36,90,37 Part of Delta system 
Grundig T4 210 FM,M 59 y 44,9,30 ADS (PS, CT, RT, PTY) Kenwood KD-492f 100 A 33/45 44.10,39 Includes cartndge 

I Harman-Kardon iU9200 219 FM,M 70 45,8,38 Kuzma StabVPS 1200 M 33/45 51' 18, 4 Belt driven, external PSU 
Harman-Kardon 1U9400C 299 FM.M 24 45,8,33 Kuzma Stabi Ref/PS 3000 M 33/45 Two motor, belt dflven 
Harman-Kardon TU9600C 499 FM,M 24 45,8,33 Unn Bas1k 349 M 33/45 45,14,36 Complete with Akito arm 
JVC FX362BX 130 FM,M,L 40 N 44,8.30 Linn LP 12 Basik 745 M 33 45,14,36 Non-crystal motor drive 
JVC FX-572R 200 FM,M,L 40 y 44,8,30 Llnn LPt2 Valhalla 894 M 33/45 45.14,36 Electronic PSU, uporadable 
JVC FX1010TN 300 FM,M,L 40 N 44,10,30 lino LP12 Lingo 1345 M 33/45 45,14,36 Outboard high grade PSU 
Kenwood KT -1 060L 120 FM,M,L 30 N 44,8,26 Preset scan Manticore Madrigal 570 M 33/45 46,36,12 Turntable, lifetime guarantee 
Kenwood KT-2060L 140 FM,M,L 30 N 44,8,26 Built-in timer, RDS Manticore Mantra 890 M 33/45 46,36,12 Turntable, lifetime guarantee 
Kenwood KT-3050L 170 FM,M,L 39 y 44,10,28 If selector, RDS Manticore Magister 3800 M 33/45 57,46,t8 Special order only 
Kenwood KT -6050 300 FM,M 39 y 44,10,33 If switch, two antennae, RDS Michell Mycro 397 M 33/45 46,14,34 
Linn Kremlin t995 FM 80 N 32,8,33 Dual aerial capability Michell Mycro/arm 539 M 33/45 46,14,34 Includes Rega RB300 arm 
Luxman T-353 200 FM,M 30 N 9,44,36 System bus remote control Michell GYrodek 765 M 33/45 53,19,41 Optional outboard PSU 
Magnum Dynalab FT11 550 FM N Analogue, black finish Michell Gyrodeklarm 907 M 33/45 53,19,41 Includes Rega RB300 arm 
Magnum Dynalab FT101 825 FM N Analogue, black finish Moth Alamo 175 M 33/45 Comes w1th RB250 arm 
Magnum FT lOt Etude 1250 FM N Analoque, black finish Moth Turntable 199 M 33/45 Split-plinth desion 
Marantz ST-53 170 FM,M,L 59 N 42,9,30 D-bus Moth Kanoot Mk I Arm 249 M 33/45 lnc Reoa RB250 arm 
Marantz ST-63 249 FM,M,L 59 y 42,9.30 D-bus Moth Kanoot Mk Ill Arm 299 M 33/45 lnc Rega RB300 arm 
Marantz ST-72L 300 FM,M,L 59 y 42,10,34 D-bus, If sw1tch, local switch NAD 5120 110 s 33/45 Includes arm 
Mclnlosh MR7083 2095 FM,M 16 N Interface to Mclntosh remote c N'ham Spacedeck 600 M 33 .45 

Meridian 504 595 FM 30 N 33,9,34 System handset N'ham Illusion 600 M 33/45 

Meridian 604 1350 FM 30 N N'ham HyperSpacedeck 1200 M 33/45 
Michi RHT-10 895 FM 16 N 47,8,34 Remote control N'ham Graphic 1200 M 33/45 

Mission Gyrus FM? 400 FM 29 N 22,8,36 Remote control bus N'ham Mentor 2200 M 33/45 751b alloy or graphite platter 
Musical Fidelity E500 499 FM 20 N 44, t2,35 AGCAF switch N'ham Mentor Rei 4800 M 33/45 1501b platter, graphite top 
Musical Fidelity FT 899 FM 20 N 49,12,33 Remote control, bandwidth limi Origin Live Oasis-S 899 M 33 Suspended turntable 
Nairn NAT03 499 FM N 21,16,30 Pink Triangle Ex ort GTi 890 M 33/45 46,15,37 Suspended turntable, acrylic p 
Nairn NAT02 954 FM N 21,16,30 Pink Triangle Anniv 1695 M 33/45 45,15.37 Two box reference deck 

NaimNAT01 1495 FM N 21,16,30 Pink Triangle Anniv/PSU 2050 M 33/45 45, t5,37 Battery PSU vers1on of above 
Nakamichi ST3s 350 FM 30 N 43,7,32 Pioneer PL-225 120 s 33/45 42,10, 36 Belt drive, fitted cartridge 
Onix BWD1 420 FM N 75,23,37 In-house front end Pioneer PL-335 150 A 33/45 42,10,36 Belt drive, fitted cartridge 
Onkyo T-401 160 FM,MW 40 N 46,8,31 Pro-ject 0.5 145 s 33/45 42, 11. 3 With Ortofon OM5 cartndge 
Onkyo T 430RDS t90 FM/MW 30 y 46,9,30 Pro-ject t 185 M 33/45 42. 1t, 3 With Ortofon 51 0 cartridge 
Onkyo T-409 230 FM,MW 30 N 28,8.30 Mini component Pro-ject t (E) 209 s 33,45 42,1t,32 Semi-auto version of Pro-ject 
Onkyo T-450RDS 260 FM,MW 30 y 46,9,31 Pro-ject 2 249 M 33/45 46, 12, 3 Metal/glass platter, clamp 
Onkyo T -41t RDS 280 FM,MW 30 y 28,8,30 Mini component Pro-·ect 2/0rtofon 275 M 33/45 46. 12, 3 With Ortolon MC t cartndge 
Onkyo R-81t RDS 420 FM,MW 30 y 28, t2,33 Mini component. incl timer Pro-lect 6 379 M 33/45 46, 17, 3 Suspended turntable 
Philips FT930 160 FM,M,L 40 y 44,11,30 Pro-ject 6/0rtofon 435 M 33/45 46, 17, 3 As above, with Ortofon MC 15 
Pioneer f-203RDS 130 FM,M,L 30 y 42,8,29 RDS at very budget price Pro-ject 6/Sumiko 699 M 33/45 46,17,3 With Sumiko arm 
Pioneer F-303RDS 180 FM,M 40 y 42,8.29 ADS with FON Rega Planar 78 198 M 78 45,13,37 As Rega Planar 2, 78 only 
Pioneer f-502RDS 250 FM,M 40 y 42,9,34 2 ariel inputs Reoa Planar 2 198 M 33/45 45,13.37 Includes RB250 arm 
Quad FM4 434 FM 7 N 33,7,21 Reoa Planar 3 260 M 33/45 45,13,37 Includes RB300 arm 
Quad FM66 532 FM 19 N 33,8,26 For use with Quad 66 system Rivelin Audio Eclipse 1595 M 33/45 45,13,38 Motor unit 
Rote I RT -950BX 220 FM,M,L 20 N 44,8,24 Roksan Radius 495 M 33/45 45,12,35 Motor unit 
Rotel RT-990BX 500 FM 16 N 44,8,29 Remote control Roksan RadiusfT abriz 695 M 33/45 45,12,36 As above, with Roksan arm 
Sansui TU-X317 170 FM,M 20 Roksan TMS 2475 M 33/45 45.12,35 Suede black 
Sansui TU-X519 220 FM,M 30 Roksan TMS 2759 M 33/45 45,12,35 Black lacquer 
Sherwood TD1120 90 FM, M 24 N Sherwood PS1870 70 s 33/45 Budget turntable w1th arm 
Sherwood TX1 01 OC 100 FM,M 30 N SME Model 20 2950 M 33/45/78 42, t6,32 Precision turntable 
Sherwood TX301 DC 120 FM,M 30 N SME Model 20A 4244 M 33/45/78 42,15,32 As above, with SME Series V ar 
Sony STS211 LB 130 FM,M,L 30 N 43,9,30 Station naming SME Model 3D 10166 M /78 45,22,35 Flagship turntable 
Sony STS311 LB 200 FM.M,L 30 y 43,9,30 ADS EON, 'Autobetical' select SME Modei30A t1460 M 33/45/78 45,22,35 As above, with SME Series V ar 
Sonv STS505ES 250 FM,M,L 30 y 43,9,35 UK opt1mised sound Sony PSLX t50H 90 s 33/45 43,10,36 Player, with MM cartridge 
T eac T-X4030 120 FM,M 20 N 44,9,28 Sony PSLX43tB 150 A 33/45 43,t1,36 Player, auto rec size select 
Technics ST-6T350L t40 FM,M,L 30 N 43,7,30 Remote control capable Systemdek 11920 136 M 33/45 Semi suspended deck 
Technics ST-GT550L 190 FM.M.L 39 y 43,7,31 Remote control capable, RDS Systemdek IIX/900 230 M 33/45 Fully suspended design 
Technics ST-GT650L 230 FM,M,L 39 y 43,10,31 Class AA, remote control ready Systemdek 1/920/Moth 235 M 33/45 As above with RB250 arm 
Yamaha TX-350L 130 FM,M,L 40 N Svstemdek IIXE/900 330 M 33/45 As above witl1 separate PSU 
Yamaha TX-470 160 FM.M 40 N N Technics SL-BD20 140 s 33/45 43,10,38 Belt drive, includes T4P cartr 

Technics SL-BD22 160 s 33/45 43,10,38 Belt drive, includes T 4P cartr 
Technics SL-1210Mkll 450 M 33/45 46, t7,36 Quartz DD, no cartridge 
T echmcs SL -1200Mkll 450 M 33/45 43,10,38 Quartz DD, includes T4P cartri 

"' 
Thorens TD-t80/AT91 180 s 33/45 Belt drive � 

i 1 Model �- Size Special Thorens TD180/S500 200 p 3/45/78 Belt drive, plays 78s 
,, Thorens TD-280 IVIUK 200 s 33/45 Electronic belt dnve, AT95E 

Akai AP A950 179 M 33/45 44, t2,35 lnc cartridge Thorens TD-t66 VII\JKIA 5E200 M 33/45 Blank armboard, cut to shape, 
Alohason Sonata 835 M 33 Motor unit, suspended Thorens TD-166 VIIUK 270 M 33/45 lnc TP50 manual arm, AT95E 
Alphason Sonata/Atlas 1235 M 33/45 Motor unit inc PSU Thonins TD-166 VIIUKIR a 300 M 33/45 With Rega RB250 arm, no cart 
Alphason Symphony_ t860 M 33/45 Motor unit & PSU Thorens 0-2001 550 s 33/45 Includes Thorens TP50 arm, no 
Ariston Pro-t200 160 M 33/45 Semi-pro disco deck . , , . " . ' 
Audiomeca Romance t675 M 33/45 With Romeo unipivot arm I I Systemdek 1/920 136 M 33/45 Semi-suspended deck 
Audiomeca Jl 2500 M 33/45 50 40. 2 Too ol the ranoe model I I 



ELECTRICAL 

HITS THE MIDLANDS 

Stop everything. The company that built a reputation on top name hi fi systems and separates at prices no competitor 

dare match, announces the opening of its new flagship store in Birmingham, yards away from New Street station. 

An even larger range of top hi-fi, is matched by similar outstanding value on car hi-fi, phones, photographic, 

camcorders, home cinema, T1l, video, and much much more. Plus opening oHers too numerous to list, its well worth the 

iourney this week to the Hi Fi Supers/ore of the Midlands. 

�_I CREDiT CARDS ISi ocupt•d 

r� WY PAYMENTS 
llcnud(�tiillrohn 
Alk for f•ll writtn detolh 

E 
Stephenson Street, Birmingham. Tel: 0121 643 0972 

Also ot BOLTON 235 Blackburn Rood. Tel 01204 31423 BRADFORD Rowson Square. Tel 01274 309266 COVENTRY 78 lower Precinct. Tel 01203 632086 

GLOUCESTER (formerly Robbs) 13/15 Worcester Street. Tel 01452 419777 HALE 162/164 Ashley Rood. Tel 0161 928 1610 

KEIGHLEY 38 Covendish Street. Tel 01535 602933 MANCHESTER 54 Bridge Street. Tel 0161 835 ll56 MANCHESTER 66-68 Bridge Street. Te1 0161 832 2081 

ROCHDALE 52 Drake Street. Tel 01706 524652 WALS ALL Park Street. Tel 01922 644169 WIGAN 6 Crompton Street. Tel 01942 323897 

WOLVERHAMPTON 39 Victoria Street. Tel 01902 772901 WORCESTER 27 /27 A The Cross. Tel 01905 726375 

WORCESTER David Warings, Mormion House, High Street. Tel 01905 27551 
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Key to cartridges. Fit- N for normal half inch mountings, Key to cartridges. Fit- N for normal half inch mountings, 
Price- typical retail, to nearest T forT 4P plug in types. Price- typical retail, to nearest T for T4P plug in types. 

( 
¥����-MM - moving m a net (output 

Weight- in grams. �ound. 
Weight- in grams. 

ype - MM · moving m a� et (output typically tmV/cm/sec), �C- movin
� ������;�}J�f�?c���tl��:��e����ot��� 

typicallt tmV/cm/sec), C- movin
� ������r}r�f�?,���t���;��e�=��o1��� coil (output t'(P;ically o.tmV/cm/sec . coil (ou put �ically o.tmV/cm/sec. 

Output- in m /cm/sec Directory for full test results. Output- in m /cm/sec Directory for full test results. 
lnt. stylus- Y for removable/replace- lnt. stylus- Y for removable/replace· 
able styli and N for fixed styli. able styli and N for fixed styli. 

ii 
I Jl 

li 
!fi 

l- i i i 
Model �· I Size Special Model 5 lii ill 1 Special ., ' 
Thorens TD-3001/UK 770 M 33/45 Suspended , Rega arm no cart Koetsu Red K Sig 1998 MC N N Selected, re-tuned Red T 
Thorens TD-520 900 s 33/45/78 Pitch control, no arm Koetsu Urushi 2200 MC N N Metal alloy body 
T ownshend M kill Rock 799 M 33145 Headshell end arm damping Koetsu Signature 3218 MC N N Rosewood body 
Voyd The 1570 M 33/45 51,16,42 Original three-motor model Linn K5 54 MM 4.5mm y N 
Voyd 0.5 3368 M 33/45 51 ,16,42 Upgraded standard Voyd Linn K9 109 MM 4.5mm y N Metal body 
Voyd Reference 6500 M 33/45 51,16,48 Turntable, polycarbonate platt Linn K18�1 197 MM 4.5mV y N Metal body 
Well T Record Plal"'r 1800 M 33/45 45,18,36 Linn Klyde 449 MC 150uV N N Alloy body 
Well Tempered Classic 2800 M 33/45 48,19,39 The original Well Tempered Linn Arkiv 998 MC 150uV N N Three point mt, machined body 
Well Tempered Super 3500 M 33/45 49,19,39 Classic with carbon arm London Decca Maroon 199 MM 5.0mV N N 8 Original mounting 
Well Tempered Referenc 5500 M 33/45 49,19,39 'Fountainhead' base/carbon arm London Decca Gold 239 MM 5.0mV N N 8 Elliptical stylus 
Wilson Benesch 1550 M 33/45 Hioh-tech turntable London Decca Maroon Dr 259 MM 5.0mV N N 10 Deccapod mounting 

London Decca Gold Dpd 299 MM 5.0mV N N 5 Elliptical stylus, Deccapod 
London Decca S Gold 339 MM 5.0mV N N 7 Original mounting 

ii London Decca S Gold Dp 399 MM 5.0mV N N 10 Deccapod mounting 
"0 i i 

:I London Decca Jubilee 999 MM 5.0mV N N 5 0.5 inch mountino :2 !!. "· ... 
Lyra Lydian Model " 1 5 lii ill !t Special 649 MC y N "' 

' Lyra Clavis Da Capo 995 MC Low N N 
Arcam C77 30 MM 4mV y N Conical stylus L ra Parnassus 1995 MC y N 
Arcam C77MG 40 MM 4mV y N As C77 with metal body Milltek Aurora 299 MC 2.0mV N N 9.5 Hioh output MC 
Arcam E77 50 MM 4mV y N Elliptical stylus Milltek Olympia 399 MC 2.0mV N N 9.5 fts Aurora, sapphire cantilever 
Arcam E77MG 60 MM 4mV y N As E77, with metal body Nagaoka MP-11 24 MM y N Elliptical stylus 
Arcam P77 63 MM 4mV y N 'Profiled' stylus Nagaoka TS 11 70 MM y N Line contact stylus 
Arcam P77MG 73 MM 4mV y N As P77, w1th metal body Nagaoka TS12 Boron 80 MM y N As MP-11, with boron cantileve 
Audio Note lo IIV t395 MC N N Silver wired N'ham Tracer I 98 MM 
Audio Note to Ltd V 2950 MC N N Needs PSU N'ham Tracer 11 175 MM 
Audio T echnica AT -9t 13 MM y N N'ham Tracer Ill 350 MM 
Audio Technica AT-95E 19 MM y N N'ham Tracer IV 550 MM N 
Audio Technica AT-101E 20 MM y N Ortofon VMS2 10 MM 5 y N Entl'/ level elliptical cart 
Audio Technica AT-ltOE 24 MM y N Ortofon OM-5E 16 MM y N 
Audio Technica AT-420E 40 MM y N Ortofon OMP-5E 17 MC 4 y T 
Audio Technica AT-450E 62 MM y N Ortofon OM Pro S 21 MM 5 y N Budget disco cartndge 
Audio Technica AT-OC3 104 MC N N Ortofon OM 10 Super 25 MM 4 y N Elliptical stylus 
Audio Technica AT-OC5 146 MC N N Ortofon OM Night Club S 32 MM 6 y N Spherical stylus 
Audio Technica AT-OC30 619 MC N N Nude micro linear stylus Ortofon 51 0/P 32 MM 3 y N 
Audio T echnica ART -1 944 MC N N ·- Ortofon OM Night Club E 37 MM 6 y N Elliptical stylus 
Audioquest MC5 250 MC t. 4mV N N High output MC, line contact Ortofon Concord Pro S 40 MM 5 y N Pro use. inc headshell 
Audioquest 404il 500 MC 0.5mV N N Boron cantilever - Ortofon Concord NC S 55 MM 6 y N Pro use, inc headshell 
Audioquest B200L 800 MC 0.5mV N N Boron tube cantilever Ortofon 520/P 55 MM 3 y N Elliptical stylus 
Audioquest 7000NSX 1295 MC 0.3mV N N Boron tube cantilever Ortofon OM20 Super 60 MM 4 y N 
B&O MMC4 t MM, elliptical d1amond Ortofon MCt Turbo 60 MC 3.3 y N 
B&O MMC2 1 MM, Contact Line stylus Ortofon Concord NC E 60 MM 6 y N Spherical version of Concord 
B&O MMCl 1 MM, Contack Line stylus Ortofon OM30 Super 80 MM 4 y N Fine line stylus 
Benz-Micro The Glider 600 MC tmV N N Semi-nude design Ortofon MC t 0 Super 85 MC 0.3 N N 
Benz-Micro H200 700 MC 2mV N N Ortofon 530/P 85 MM 3 y T T4P fit 
Benz-Micro M090 700 MC 0.9mV N N Ortofon MC3 Turbo tlO MC 3.3 N N 
Benz-Micro L040 700 MC 0.4mV N N Ortofon MC 15 Super 11 110 MC 0.35 N N 
Benz-Micro Wood Ref 1100 MC 0.3mV N N Bruyere housinq, boron Ortofon 540/P tlO MM 3 y N 
Benz-Micro Ruby Ref t400 MC 0.3mV N N Bruyere housino boron Ortofon MC25E 160 MC 0.5 N N High output, elliptical stylus 
Denon DL 110 70 MC N N Elliptical stylus Ortofon MC25FL 210 MC 0.5 N N Migh output, Fine Line stylus 
Denon DL 160 90 MC N N Ortofon MC! 0 Supreme 250 MC 0.5 N N High output MC 
Denon Dl1D3 100 MC N N Ortofon MC20 Supreme 350 MC 0.5 N N High-output elliptcal MC 
Denon DL304 200 MC N N Elliptical stylus Ortofon MC30 Supreme 450 MC 0.5 N N High output 
Dynavector 50X 159 MC 2 y N High output, exchanoe scheme Ortofon MC200011 650 MC 0.12 N N 
Qynavector t OX 189 MC 2 N N Hi h output, exchanoe scheme Ortofon MC300011 950 MC 0.12 N N 'Replicant' stylus 
Dynavector 23RS 375 MC 0.15 N N Jewel cantilever, exchange Ortofon MCSOOO 1500 MC 0.12 N N Sapphire cantilever 

Dynavector t7D2 450 MC O.t5 N N Jewel cantilever, exchange Ortofon MC7500 2000 MC 0.13 N N 75th Anniversary model 

Dynavector XX-1 L 998 MC 2 N N High output, exchange scheme Pickering TE-t5 20 MM y N Tracks 1.5gm 

Dynavector XX-1 998 MC 2 N N Hi h output, exchanQe scheme Pickering VE-15 25 MM y N Tracks 1 - 3gms 

Glanz GMC-tOLX 69 MC 0.3 y N 5 Pickeriflll_T-E 25 MM y T Elliptical 

Glanz GMC 20E 99 MC 0.5 y N 6 Pickering Vl5-DJ 28 MM y N Disco model 
Goldring Elan P 17 MM 5.0mV y T 6 T 4P version of Elan Pickering TL-E 35 MM y T 

Goldring Elan 17 MM 5.0mV y N 4 Rigid body Pickering XV15-350C 40 MM y N Conical stylus 
Goldring Elektra 25 MM 5.0mV y N 4 Elliptical stylus Pickering TL-2E 45 MM y T 
Goldring 1 006 50 MM 6.5mV y N 6 Elliptical stylus Pickering XVt5-625E 50 MM y N 
Goldrino 1 Ot2GX 65 MM 6.5mV y N 6 GyQer 11 stylus PickerinQ XVt5-t50-DJ 50 MM y N Professional cartridge 
GoldrinQ 1 022GX 85 MM 6.5mV y N 6 GyQer I stvlus PickerinQ TL -2-S 55 MM y N Line contact stylus 
Goldnng_ Eroica LX 100 MC 0.5mV N N 6 As Eroica, low output Pickering XV15-757S 60 MM y N Line contact stylus 
Goldrino Eroica 100 MC 2.5 N N 6 Gyger 11 gytus Pickerinq XVt5-625DJ 60 MM y N Broadcast cartridge 

Goldrin 1 042 105 MM 6.5mV y N 6 Gyger S stylus Pickerillg XVt5-1800S 70 MM y N Line contact stylus 
Goldring Elite 200 MC 0.5mV N N 6 van den Hul, silver wire Pickering TL3S 80 MM y T 

Grado ZTE+ 1 27 MM y N Moving flux, high output Pickering XEV-3001 E 95 MM y N Elliptical stvlus 

Grado ZCE+ 1 37 MM y N Moving flux Pickering XLZ-3500 100 MM y N 

Grado Z3E+ 1 47 MM y N Moving flux Pickering TL-4-S 100 MM y T 

Grado ZF1+ 82 MM y N Moving flux Pickering TL-3003 145 MM y T 

Grado Signature Junior t49 MM y N Moving flux Pickering XLZ-4500 150 MM y N Line contact 

Grado Signature 8MZ 250 MM y N Moving flux Pickering TL-4004 175 MM y T 
Grado Signature MCZ 375 MM y N Moving flux Pickering xsv-5ooou 200 MM y N High output 
Grado Signature TLZ 650 MM y N Moving flux Pickering XLZ -7500 200 MM y N Hybrid, tow impedence 
Grado Signature XTZ 975 MM y N Moving flux Pickering TLZ-7500-S 200 MM y T 
Kiseki Blue GS 499 MC 0.4mV N N 8 Rega Bias 34 MM N 
Kiseki Purpleheart 749 MC 0.4mV N N 11 Rega RB78 34 MM N for 78rpm records 
Kiseki PHS 899 MC 0.4mV N N 8 Rega Super Bias 52 MM N 
Kiseki Blackheart 1995 MC 0.3mV N N 1t Rega Elvs 74 MM N 3-point fixing 
Kiseki Lapis Lazuli 5000 MC 0.4mV N N 8 Gemstone body Roks<in Corus Black 130 MM y N 
Koetsu Red T 1550 MC N N High-output MC Roksan Shiraz 875 MC N N 3-pt generator mount, no lues 

Shure ME?OB 18 MM 6mV y N Conical stylus . , , . ... . , ' . I 

Shure M92E 22 MM 5mV y Dual T 4P & normal fit 
l1 Svstemdek V920 t36 M 33/45 Semi-suspended deck Shure SC35C 28 MM 5mV y N F<lr bmadcast use I I 



The new Audiolab 8000Q Pre-amplifier 

The Audiolab 8000 Series 

8000A Integrated Amplifier 

8000C Pre-amplifier 

8000Q Pre-amplifier 

8000PP A Phono Pre-am plifier 

8000P Stereo Power Amplifier 

8000M Monobloc Power Amplifier 

8000T FM/ AM Tuner 

8000DAC Digital-Analogue Convertor 

8000CDM Compact Disc Transport 

Audiolab BOOOA 
Best Integrated Amplifier 

over £300 

Audiolab BOOOT 
Best Tuner 

Audiolab BOOODAC 

�AUDIOLAB 

Cambridge Systems Technology Limited· Spitfire Close· Ermine Business Park· Huncingdon • Cambs ·PE IS 6XY ·Telephone 01480 52521 



Key to tonearms 
Price -typical retail to the nearest 

¥��;� F- fixed armtube/headshelt, A 
-Interchangeable armtube, H-inter­
changeable headshell. 
Base type - S -SME fit, l -
linn/ Alphason fit, P-proprietary fit. 
Effective length -from pivot point to 
headshelt in millimetres. 

Shure M44C 33 MM 9mV 

Shure ME95ED 38 MM 5mV 

Shure M55E 42 MM 6mV 
Shure M 1 04E 44 
Shure ME97HE 60 
Shure M110HE 74 

Shure V15V-MR 265 

Stanton 500EL 34 
Stanton 500AL lt 34 
Stanton 680AL!X 50 
Stanton 680El./X 56 

Stanton 890AL!X 82 
Sumiko Oyster 30 
Sumiko Black Pearl 50 

Sumiko Pearl 70 

Sumiko Blue Point 1 00 
Sumiko BPS 250 
Transfi uration AF-1 Mk l 1595 

Transfi oration Supreme 1995 
van den Hut MM-1 275 
van den Hul MM-2 325 
van den Hul DDT-11 675 

van den Hut MC-1 0 775 

MM 
MM 

MM 

MM 

MM 

MM 

MM 

MM 

MM 

MM 

MM 

MM 

MC 

MC 

MC 
MC 

MM 

MM 

MC 

MC 
van den Hut MC-One 975 MC 

van den Hut MC-One/Hi 1100 MC 

van den Hul MC-Two 1300 MC 

van den Hul Grasshopper I 2300 MC 

van den Hut Grasshopper 11 2300 MC 

van den Hut Grasshopper 11 2950 MC 
van den Hut Grassho per lt 3200 MC 
van den Hul Grasshopper lt 3200 

van den Hul Grasshopper I 3500 MC 

Virtual Reality Aciore 199 MC 

Virtual Reali Etile 299 MC 

V<rtual Reali Lexe 899 MC 

5mV 
4mV 

4mV 

3mV 

230uV 

200uV 

y 

y 

N 

N 

N 

i 
:c· " 
ii' 
= 

N 

N 

N 

N 

N 

N 

N 

N 

N 

N 

N 

N 

N 

N 

N 

N 

N 

N 

N 

N 

N 

N 

N 

N 

;;;; 
= 

"' 
" 

Weight range -the range of cartridge 
masses that the arm can accept in 

��ae��� -characteristics of the arm. 

���t�l�g
i�t�1-�J���Ji:.

hPt���e
e�:fer to 

The Directory for full test results. 

Silver coils 

Special 

8000 Air-bearin 

Manticore Musician 
Manticore M a ician 1 

Manticore Ma ician2 

Moth Arm 

Moth Mk ltl 

Nairn ARO 

N'ham S ace 

N'ham Mentor 

N'ham Alien 

Re a RB250 

Re a RB300 

Roksan T abriz 
Roksan T abriz Zl 

Roksan Artemiz 

SME Series I ItS 
SME 3009 Ser lt Imp 

SME 3009 S2 Ser 1t lm 

SME Series lit 

SME Series lt 3009-R 

SME Series lt 301 0-R 
SME Series lt 3012-R 

SME Series 300-309 

SME Series 300-310 

SME Series 300-312 
SME Series IV 

SME Series V 

SME Series V 

286 

370 

490 

550 

1999 

49 H 

99 

1400 

2550 

495 

645 

1395 

600 

1000 

209 

1297 

395 

695 
795 

95 

146 

898 

350 

750 

1200 

95 

139 

230 

365 
795 

242 A 

268 

292 

335 A 

445 H 

455 

489 H 

597 H 
611 H 
694 

869 
1294 

1232 

s 

254 

254 

254 

229 2-10 

229 4-9 

230 

230 
305 

237 

237 

240 

240 

240 

233 0-12 

231 3-7 
231 3-8 

Biaxial desi n 

SME base. unipivot 

233 0-28 Heavier version of Ser lt S2 I 

239 0-25 Detachable headshelt, 10 inch 
308 0-25 Detachable headshell, 12 inch 

CD UPGRADES 
CLOCK2 
Improve the sound of your CD player or transport with our highly renowned 'Clock 2' 
modification. Hear the potential that the CD medium really has to offer. 

High accuracy (5ppm) low jitter performance 

Increased transparency and resolution 

• Greatest dynamics and sheer listening pleasure 

• Can be fitted to most players or transports regardless of price. 

The level of improvement is just as great with expensive transports and inexpensive 

players. 

This modification can be carried out by Trichord Research Ltd, or by your local Trichord 

dealer for only £141.00 inc. VAT, and return carriage. Also available in kit form with 

instructions for the technically competent at only £95.00 inc. VAT. 

NEW PRODUCT JUST RELEASED 

Digital Interface Board 
For those of you using or wishing to use your CD player as a Transport for driving outboard 

DAC's with ultimate precision. 

Eliminates jitter-inducing pulse transformer 

Reclocks data as it leaves player 

• Versions to provide SPDIF, balanced AES/EBU, high-speed TOSLINK or AT+ T glass optical 

• Clock 2 circuit integrated onto the board. 

This modification is carried out by Trichord Research Ltd at a cost of £285.00 inc. VAT and 

return carriage. If you already have 'Clock 2' fitted to your player, then we will provide 

the Board for £141.00 inc. VAT and return carriage. Due to the nature of this modification, 

we are not offering a kit. 

For more information: 

PHONE (44) 01684 57}524 FAX (44) 01684 577�80 

Oil ( 44) 0 1 44 � 8 1 6 8 56 

FoR T�OSE W�O ARE muly SERiOUS AbOUT T�EiR MUSiC 
6 WoodlANds ClosE, MAlVERN WElls, Wollcs, WR14 4JD 

Tel: 0181 830 5128 or 
Fax: 0181 208 1271 

for your nearest stockist 

Jusr pure music. 

The PRISMA Phono-Amplifier 

The VISTA Line-Amplifier 

The LECTERN "S" Power-Amplifier 50/50 

The S E RVO A.2 True Ribbon Speakers 
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The original and best review based hi-fi guide 

This is the legendary Directory, 

the second part of the Hi-Fi 

Choice Buyer's Guide, based 

entirely on comprehensive 

technical and subjective reviews. 

Each entry carries the weight of 

our exhaustive test procedures 

and should be read in 

conjunction with the prices and 

specifications given in our index 

starting on page 111. 

T
he Hi-Fi Choice Directory was 

conceived as a reference 

guide to all the audio 

products reviewed by Owice that 

are currently available. The 

products are split into 

categories, each with its own 

introduction containing 

information about the product 

type and its applications. They 

are particularly relevant to the 

uninitiated first time buyer and 

help sort out the order of 

priorities when buying a piece 

of equipment. 

Each product along with its 

current retail price is placed in 

its respective category in 

alphabetical order. The prices of 

the products are updated on a 

regular basis, although it should 

be noted that our value ratings 

are based on the product's price 

at the time of review. 

Sound quality 

This column contains the ratings 

for the standard achieved in our 

listening tests. TI1e sound quality 

ratings range from Poor to 

Excellent. Their meaning and 

order are as follows: 

Gooo 

GOOD+ 

VERY GOOD 

• EXCELLENT 

With P being the worst and E the 

best rating within a section. 

One important point to 

remember is that these cannot 

be used to compare products 

from different categories. For 

example, a cassette deck rated 

Excellent in sound quality will 

not usually offer the same 

How to use this guide 
Perhaps the most influential symbols in the Directory are the little red 
triangles .6. found in the value column at the beginning of each entry 
where appropriate. 

Products that make the grade are awarded the Best Buy or Recommended 
accolade . 
..6..6. A product carrying the Best Buy swingtag is of excellent quality and 
good value for money in its price category. 
... Recommended products are runners up, but still definitely worth 
considering within their price bands. 

Please note however, that an expensive Recommended product will 
nearly always sound better than an inexpensive Best Buy. 

An ideal situation would be to choose suitably priced ..6..6. Best Buy or 
.6. Recommended products from relevant categories and create a Best Buy 
system. However, due to the variety in tonal balance that exists in many 
audio products, and differences in taste, system building is unfortunately 
not that simple. These ratings make a useful guideline for shortlisting 
components, but only experiencing the actual combination will tell you 
whether it works for you. 

120 Hi-Fi Choice May 1995 

Finding that component 
Before you shop, follow our top eight tips for better buying: 
1. Check out the components' recommended retail prices in the Directory. 
2. Find out as much as you can about the products you want by reading Hi-Fi 
Choice's reviews and lab tests. 
3· Visit local dealers that stock some of the brands you want to hear and try to 
find one that seems sympathetic to your needs. 
If· Don't discount a dealer's suggestions just because the products don't have 
rave reviews. 
5· Take your own software (records, CDs, tapes) along for a demonstration of 
the equipment that the dealer recommends. 
6. Listen at the sort of volume you would normally use at home - systems 
often sound more impressive when played loud. 
1· If you are unsure about something or want to hear an alternative, just ask. 
B. Audition a system for a reasonable amount of time, say three quarters of an 
hour or so, before making a decision. 

standard of fidelity as a similarly 

rated turntable or CD player. 

Unless you have first generation 

masters of course. 

Comments 

The Comments column contains 

a potted summary based on the 

original review, emphasising the 

salient points of a product's 

character and sonic 

performance. TI1e space available 

doesn't allow for great detail but 

we have attempted to put across 

the essence of the review. 

Obviously, important 

information on compatibility or 

auxiliary equipment used in the 

test cannot be included, and we 

would advise you to refer to the 

original review for this. 

Please note that these 

commen rs are those of our own 

reviewers and not, as is the case 

with some magazines, those of 

the manufacturer. 

Features 

Product features are shown with 

a combination of figures and 

blob charts, with headings at the 

top of each column indicating 

the appropriate category, a blob 

indicating the existence of a 

particular feature. 

There are different headings 

for each section and the more 

complicated categories are 

explained in the individual 

introductions. Where figures 

are used the unit of 

measurement is shown in the 

heading. 

Back issues 

The final column refers to the 

issue of Hi-Fi Choice which 

featured the complete review. 

Index 



Best Buy 
.6.. Recommended 

Amplifiers 

T
he amplifier sits at the heart of the system, 

processing the outputs from all the various 
music sources as necessary and then driving 

the loudspeakers. These two (quite separate) 
functions are integrated into a single box at the low­

to-middle price points; separated pre- and power 
amplifiers, even separate power supplies, become 

increasingly common as one moves upmarket. 
There is a substantial difference between 

specialist (sound quality oriented) amplifiers and 

the consumer electronics style models. The former 

are bleakly simple, avoiding all unnecessary 
features to provide the most direct signal path in 

the interests of sound quality. The latter range 

THE DIRECTORY 

from models with basic tone controls to those with 
remote control (including volume), surround sound 
options etc. 

We include our measured power output (RMS, 
8ohm load, 1 channel driven)- but again, 

paradoxically, this doesn't necessarily correspond 
to the loudness capability of the amplifier, which 

has as much to do with the elegance of the 

overload characteristics within a given system 

(valve amplifiers invariably sound more powerful 

than their rating would suggest). 

Apart from output the facilities listing shows 
how many line (that is inputs besides those for 

phono cartridges) inputs a product has and 

includes tape inputs. The MM and MC blobs 

indicate which types of cartridge can be 

accomodated. Integrated, preamp and power amp 

indicate the type of amplifier and in some 
instances that a pre/power combination has been 

tested. In such instances the price given is for both 

components. The remote control and head phone 
socket blobs indicate the existence of these 

facilities. 

An increasing number of amplifiers are 

supplied without RIM disc stages, or with the 

phono stage as an optional extra. If you use a 

turntable, make sure that it has a MM or MC stage 

to suit your cartridge. 

Amplifiers 
Product £Price Comments 

850 A- A disappointing sound from a pre/power amp that's hamstrung by a variety of technical oversights. Albarry has done better. 

430 G+ Available with or without various MM/MC options, the 'basic' PP1 has an attractively warm, earthy sound. 

395 A Class-A objet d'art that's far too sensitive to RF interference. Can sound cold and fierce as a result. 

775 G A quirky �lass �um
_
ber �th an �qua_IIY war� an� c�ourful sound. Hardly accurate bu

_
t en�rtaimng nonetheless. 

529 A A well meaning and affordable attempt to mix transistors with valves, albeit one that only really sh1nes with simple musical styles. 

230 A+ A pared-down version of the Alpha 6 that suffers little penalty in power but a significant forfeit in sound quality. 

300 VG A new MOSFET design with a subtle and melodic sound that takes a conservative view of powerful dynamics 

1070 VG Now 1n mkll guise this established combination has matured into a very articulate, powerful if dry-sounding amplifier. 

480 VG Combines the dryness and restraint of Arcam's older models with a refreshing sense of detail, dynamics and musical colour. 

46 

48 

54 

49 

35 

60 

68 

109 

99 

1393 VG Switchable triode/ultralinear output stage. l�triode mode thes� are 15 of the sweetest watts around. Surprisingly gutsy 15/25 

300 VG 

500 G+ 

899 G+ 

999 G+ 

1500 VG 

43125 E 

500 G+ 

500 VG 

1220 G 

280 G+ 

350 G-

1250 E 

11000 E 

249 G-

160 A-

220 G+ 

270 G 

595 G 

4200 VG 

349 G+ 

400 G+ 

400 G-

12204 E 

250 A 

250 A-

230 G+ 

230 G 

350 A 

499 A-

593 A 

270 VG 

329 A-

599 G+ 

200 A· 

330 G-

480 G-

.6.. Moth Series 30 587 G+ 

Despite
_
!

l_ 
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_
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_
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Under-powered and over-distorted yet capable of realising an open and captivatingly expressive sound. Sensitive speakers are a must - -
Warm, cuddly and immensely musical kit amp that almost transcends 'hi-fi' with its sheer l1stenab1hty 

Valve amp that can turn the roughest of digital sounds into music, both understated and graceful. Sensitive speakers are a must 

Transparent, very dynamic, excellent clarity and subtlety with limited power make for a very clean sounding amp 

A single ended, zero negative feedback, triode, line level integrated amp and a half. Probably the best amplifier in the world! 

It'll successfully tackle the most difficult of speakers and still provide a very warm, rich and euphonic sound. 

Now fully compliant with European electrical safety standards, the 8000A remains a highly disciplined and mature-sounding amp. 

Very distinctive, almost stark neutrality that will not appeal to all listeners. Good value engineering, nevertheless - --
The lower-powered basis for Aura's VA-1 00 offers a smoot11er and more natural sound that sparkles with detail. 

Our sample failed to confirm Aura's claims for more power. The b1g, smooth yet slightly disjointed sound was equally familiar. 

Fabulous preamplifier. Beautiful imaging, superb detail, plenty of gain on the phono stage: classy build quality too. 

The 'Seven is designed without compromise, and is clearly one of the finest (valve) preamplifiers money can buy. 

Bearing no relation to earlier Creek designs, this radical re-think is very much more successful via MM than CO. 

Pretty high resolution for the price, occasionally looses its gnp but IS generally engaging.and enjoyable - --- - - - -
In-depth modifications have brought the original PMA-350 out of its shell with a powerful, up-front and compelling performance. 

A racy little number based on the original '450 that offers a similarly fast, furious but undeniably entertaining sound. 

OPA's first integrated amp is typically innovative but sounds a little too 'crisp 'n dry' for our tastes. 

The very dramatic but exceptionally detailed and transparent sound of this combination belies its modest power rating. 

Extremely well made and combining the sonic strengths of both transistors and valves this EAR combo warrants attention 

A fresh start for Mike Creek has resulted in the Sequel, a mmimalist amp with a very refined but mildly restrained sound 

HK's first line-only amplifier exudes a relaxed but confident sound that is only troubled by the most dense of recordings. 

A light and breezy:sounding line-only amp with full remote
_ 
control. Needs more substance to counter its flyaway balance. 

French tubes. Beautiful build, nostalgic styling and delightful sound1ng midrange transcend limitations at frequency extremes 

A rather unpredictable performer that can initially sound impressive but otten ends up sounding starchy and tiring. 

More fuss and bluster than detail and dynamics was how one listener concisely described this less than wonderful model 

A lower-powered but more load tolerant version of the KA-3020 with an up-beat yet very comfortable and generous sound. 

Oodles of classy engineering for the money but a sound that's over-dry, otten frustratingly restrained and usually rather unsophisticated. 

A listenable but neither particularly communicative or captivating amplifier that puts features ahead of sound. -- ------ ---- ------ ·---- -- --· - · 

A basic amplifier at a not-so-basic price. Provides a rather fierce and generally uncomfortable sound. 

The cornerstone of Linn's modular hi-fi system has many innovations to its credit but its sound is vague and confused. 

This is a drsarmingly powerful amplifier capable of recreating a deep and naturally colourful sound. Optional phono stage. 

An integrated model that incorporates four monobloks optim1sed for bi-wiring, but sound is sandy in the treble. 

Lashmgs ol rich and compelling music, trading a hint of lushness for stark accuracy. An unexpected find. Phono stage option 

Two generations on from the PM-40SE, Marantz' latest £200 contender provides a disappointingly grey view of music. 

A beefed-up variation of the PM-40SE inside a PM-52SE case. it has a very quick but forward and ultimately tiresome balance. 

Less the revision and more an entirely new amp, this model sounds at its sweetest and most agreeable in the 31W Class A setting. -- ------ ---- - ---- -----------
A modular system

_
capab �e of cracking results. The passive preamp and power amp combination warrant a Best Buy in their own right. 
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52 
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Amplifiers continued 
AA Mission Gyrus Ill 

A Music al F idelity Ele ktra El 00 

AA NAD302 

AA NAD304 

NAD 1 OOOS/208 

AO 

Qu ad 66/606 

R ega Elex 

A Rose RV-23 

AA Rote! AA-930BX 

A Rote! AA-970BX 

Rote! RC-980BX/RB-980BX 

Rote! AA-980BX 

Technics SU-A800mk2 

A Technics SU-A900mk2 

Thule Audio IA50 

A YBA 2 pre/ power amp 

YBA 3 pre/ power amp 

A Best Buy 

A Recommended 

The classic Gyrus 11 is given a new lease of life with full remote control. Sounds convincing, masterful and musical. 140 

A beautifully crafted amplifier with a vibrantly colourful, almost dramatic sound that's uninterested in technical niceties. 140 

A spritely and uplifting performance. Sounds loud but never intrusive or fatiguing. 39 . 116 

230 G+ Equally effective with CD and vinyl this is another successful and entertaining NAD amplifier for your shortlist 50 6 . 121 

1120 A+ One of the beefiest amplifiers we've ever tested. Unfortunately it sounds too restrained and lightweight. 314 . 124 

350 G A minimalist outing for the cassette heroes that's very confident if a tad restrained. 62 . 121 

450 A+ What this amplifier lacks in subtlety in makes up for in enthusiasm, though the big and brash sound is still tiring. 56 . 140 

730 G· Via MM disc this amp comes alive with a fresh and vibrant sound though its CD input sounds utterly dead by comparison. 60 97 

260 A This amplifier certainly looks the part but, sadly, sounds surprisingly lifeless, vague and disinterested in the music at hand 88 . 142 

200 G A remote-controlled amp with a surprisingly fresh and uncomplicated sound that bests much of 1ts audiophile competition 56 . 134 

230 A+ This revamped version of the A-300 was also more confident soundmg via CD than MM, yet our panel were still left unmoved. 55 116 

280 VG Pioneer's design concept snaps into focus with an amp that seems to bubble with musical detail. A budget bench-mark 71 92 

300 G+ Now firmly in production and thoroughly retested, this erstwhile Best Buy was tonally unchanged but less compelling on audit1on. 67 138 

300 A· At its best via MM disc, the dull and claustrophic sound of this remote-controlled amp is otherwise deeply uninspiring. 75 . 138 

259 A A minimal is! amplifier brimming w1th gocd intent but toe quirky for its performance to be reliably predicted. Either MM or MC. 38 142 

630 G A cost-effective combo, limited in its resolution but less beguiling as a result. Disc stage is sweeter but samey 58 85 

398 A Well-built durable preamp, filtering and above average tone controls but was found lacking in sound quality (viz: detail/dynamics) 44 

1553 G Amplifiers with a classic lineage but compromised by an equally dated, soft and undynamic sound. 138 124 

359 A Minimalist amplifier that sounds too forward, hard and unforgiving for its own gocd. Shows plenty of promise, however. 51 116 

450 G+ Beautifully built British 'hybrid'. You can spend more to get a more transparent sound but it's hard to criticise at the price 77 

200 VG A gilded version of the classic AA-930AX with a dark and luxurious sound that's reminiscent of Rotel's heyday. 50 . 134 

300 G Sounds lively, fresh and perky with plenty of power to manhandle tricky speakers. Not so clever with complex recordings however. 99 . 138 

800 A Plenty of watts per pound, sound is expansive but lacks a sense of poise, of control and fine deta11- a disappointment 143 . 109 

425 A This integrated version of the 980BX pre/power is certainly very powerful but also lacks poise and subtlety 139 . 129 

280 G+ Unusually clean and precise with more subtlety than is usually attributed to remote control amps. 53 5 . 121 

80 p Lightweight in all respects this is better than you'd find on a midi and at least its reasonably painless. 47 . 121 

1500 G+ Smooth, sophisticated Canadian valve amp with a decent direct input and more features than average 54 126 

250 A+ A hi-tech MOSFET-based amplifier that sheds all frippery for an audiophile approach. Still sounds grubby and stilted, however. 61 . 142 

469 G The modern-day relative of Sugden's original Class A amp and one that offers a smooth, easy-go1ng sound. 25 92 

350 A A quick audition might convince you the '800mk2 is something special, but longer term listening shows it's little but bluff. 79 . 134 

400 G+ A Jeckyl and Hyde amplifier with a dismal-sounding ph ono stage but delightfully transparent and engaging CD input. 117 . 138 

499 A+ Best used as part of Thule's balanced-line system, otherwise its performance lacks any meaty substance. 67 140 

900 A Smooth and inoffensive valve amplifier if one that lacks the sparkle and euphony required for a truly entertaining sound. 27 5 116 

3254 G+ Synergistic pairing with a cocl, controlled sound, good focus and transparency. More about poise than grunt 35 5 100 

1199 G+ Audiophile spec French integrated with gocd resolution and nice phono stage. 57 . 121 

8000 E Well finished pre/power amp offers front rank stereo staging and transparency, and is capable of dnvmg the most difficult loads 85 62 

3849 G+ Superbly finished with very good space and transparency, slightly softened bass. Needs transformer for MC cartridges 

2449 G This duo produced see-through, ethereal stereo images that were more convincing towards the centre of the soundstage 

I 
n practice an A/V amplifier provides all the 

standard CD, tuner, tape, aux and phono inputs 
offered by a standard stereo amplifier. In 

addition many also incorporate an AM/FM tuner 
section, making them A/V receivers. 

More importantly a modern A/V amplifier 

includes a Dolby Pro Logic decoding chip along 

with extra circuitry to effect the rear channel delay. 

Naturally there's at least four channel's worth of 

amplification under the bonnet to feed the five 

loudspeaker outputs (Front L and R, Centre and 

Rear mono L+R). 

Some A/V amps offer other surround modes 

like simulated stereo, Hall surround (L+R is fed to 
the rear) and Matrix surround (L·R is fed to the 
rear). Others use an element of Digital Signal 
Processing (DSP) to steer the Dolby Pro-Logic or 
permit a variable rear channel delay. Some also 

include DSP options like Jazz, Church, Hall and 

Stadium modes which use different delay and 

steering levels to generate different 'sound fields'. 

From left to right the headings below indicate 

70 56 

56 72 

how many watts per channel each amp has for its 

front, centre and surround outputs. 

Surround modes indicates how many different 
surround effects are available and includes DSP. 

The audio inputs are for both hi·fi and AV 
components. S-type and phono video inputs are 

for VCRs, Laserdisc players and CTVs, S-type being 
the better of the two . 

Subwoofer outputs are of the phono socket variety 

for active subs, and AM/FM tuner denotes if the 
unit is effectively a receiver. 

AV amplifiers 
Product £Price Comments 

Denon AVC-3530 

Harman Kardon AVR30 

Marantz PM-700AV 

Ph ili ps FR940 

P ione er V SA·D802 S  

Y amah a DSP·A2070 

1 000 VG A true heavyweight with a richly detailed sound and flexible features to match 

1 000 G+ Limited surround options are offset by a very secure sound with excellent control over effects. 

450 :A+ Sounds just great through front and centre channels but surround is very weak. 

450 A· Perhaps as a result of the mismatch between fronVcentre channels, the FR940 proved a great disappointment on dem. 

600 A· The disappointingly grey sound lacks attack and confidence, undermining the tension of movie soundtracks. 

1200 G+ The ultimate in AN flexibility with full manual control over ever conceivable soundfield. 
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C
ables are not accessories but an integral part 

of your system. You can make do without 

accessories but no conventional system will 

function without cables. Inevitably some cables are 

greater than others. The best cable for your system 

will only be found through trial and error, but 

hopefully by combining our recommendations with 

those of a dealer you will end up with something 

that suits both your pocket and your system. 

Generally speaking budget to spend about ten per 

cent of the total system cost on cables. 

connect source components to amplifiers and pre 

to power amps. The cables in this section are priced 

for a one metre terminated pair. Symmetrical 

indicates where a twisted pair of conductors are 

used. 

Coaxial means that there is a central 'hot' 

conductor and a shield that carries the negative 

signal. Stranded cables have multiple strands and 

solid core use individually insulated strand(s). 

Copper and silver indicates whether these metals 

are used as conductors. 

DACs, and are traditionally coaxial with a 750hm 

impedance. They come in optical and electrical 

varieties, the former being made of plastic or glass 

and the latter in coaxial or alternative 

configurations. The prices shown are for a 

terminated linear metre 

•• Best Buy 

A Recommended 
Analogue interconnects are the leads that Digital interconnects connect CD transports to 

Speaker cables are used between the amplifier 

and speaker. Our prices are for a terminated 

smetre pair. Resistance and capacitance are 

indicated as low (L), medium (M) or high (H). 
Neither high resistance nor high capacitance cables 

are suitable for long runs. 

Analogue interconnects 
Product £Price Comments 

Audio Note AN-A 

Audioquest Ruby Hyperlitz 

A Audioquest Lapis Hyperlitz 

Audio Technica AT620 

Chord Chameleon 

A Chord Solid 

A Cogan-Hall lntermezzo Ref 

29.50 A- A well-rounded and cuddly sound from a h1gh-ish resistance interconnect. Lacks a sense of scale and dynamics 

70 A+ A crisp, fast and articulate-sounding cable if one that's a little too pointed for our listeners 

329 E An expensive cable that justifies its tag with a beautifully poised sound - natural. relaxed and very compatible. 

28 A Plenty of cable for the money but its pertormance is distinctly lightweight, lacking depth and subtlety 

59 A+ An unpredictable cable with an ·anomalous treble' that can sound harsh one moment and oddly recessed the next! 

115 VG What looks like a military RF cable actually provides a slightly forward but incisive and intimately detailed pertormance 

185 E A user-hostile cable with a tight, convincing bass allied to a very relaxed and involving mid/treble 

Cogan Hall Intermezzo E-M 320 G+ This bigger, thicker and thoroughly unwieldy 3-core version of the Intermezzo Reference actually sounds a little coarser 

AA DNM Interconnect 40 VG Fresh, transparent and packed full of detail, this slither of a cable scored a direct hit with our listeners 

Goldring 'Studio Quality' 20 A- A bog-standard OFC coaxial cable that might otherwise be given away with a new amp or CD player. Cheap but nothing special. 

A !soda ElectriCRA=-08-PSR 199 G+ This odd-ball cables utilises a mix of copper. brass and aluminium strands to achieve a very distinct sound 

A Madrigal HPC 215 VG A very unusual cable design with a business-like approach to music-making that barely conceals 1ts underlying "fizz'. 

Magnan Type Vi 595 A+ W1th a series resistance some 500-1000 times higher than average, the furry sound of the Type Vi will alter from system to system 

A Monster lnterlink 500 60 G+ Plenty of hype to keep the marketing bandwagon rolling plus a lively and lucid balance to cheer up the enthusiast 

A Moth Ley Line Black 100 G+ The cheapest of Moth's Ley Line serres uses just two twisted conductors to achieve a very sol1d and confident sound. 

Moth Ley Line Grey 200 G+ The four twisted conductors of this cable actually mark a downturn in audio quality 

A Panasonic RP-CA910 50 G This conventional coax employs plenty of hi-tech materials which encourage an even-handed balance. A good upgrade. 

A Silver Sounds 12/2 and 12/3 99/150 VG Both these cables share a similarly open, transparent and dynamic sound though the latter is arguably the better integrated 

Sonic Link Yellow 60 A An interesting non-copper cable With an up-front sounded described as 'heavy-handed and pushy' 

A Sonic Link Violet 99 G+ Another nickel-based cable but with a very much better-balanced sound than Sonic Link Yellow 

Straight Wire Laser Link 50 A+ Thanks lo its high parallel capacitance this interconnect helps remove ultrasonic noise. Unfortunately it still sounds very odd! 

Strrught Wire LSI-Encore 90 A+ A solid-sounding cable with a strong mid and bass but a disappointingly sat-upon treble 

A Tara Labs Prism 36 G 6N-purity copper. aero-grade insulation and spaced solid-core conductors all add-up to a slightly bright but frisky sound 

AA Tara Labs Quantum CD 63 G+ Praised by our panel for its lack of obvious vices. Quantum CD encourages a sweet and positive sound 

T ara Labs Quantum 11 

A van den Hut The Source 

99 G Bass power and extension is the key to the sound of this unusual and hi-tech cable 

70 G+ Accurately reflects the life of the music without detail forcibly from the speakers 

van den Hut MC D-1 02mklll S 80 A+ A rather coloured sound thanks to its full and resonant bass but spoiled overall by a dirty treble 

Tel: 0181 348 5676 (2.00-7.00 pm) 
Fax: 0181 341 9368 

Esoteric High Fidelity CABLES 

Dealers in: Absolute, Audio Note, Audioquest, Deltec, Harmonix, Kimber, Mandrake, MIT, Siltech, Symo, 

.. . the RIGHT cables 
... in YOUR system 

. . . for YOUR ears 

Transparent, Van den H ul, WBT and other s . 

Contact us by phone, fax, or letter and we'll do 
our best to help you achieve your goal . 

(Auditions may be subject to a handling charge) ... in YOUR home 

CONNECTIONS 13 John Princes Street, London W1 M 9HB (A division of Connection 90' Travel Ltd.) 
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Digital interconnects 
Product £Price Comments 

Audioquest Optilink Z 

Bandridge AL560 

50 E The very best available with an expressive sound but generous price to sweeten the pill 

90 A+ A silver cable with all the drive of Video Z but lacking its clean-cut transparency 

1 00 A Good level of midband detail but frequency extremes lack depth and extension 

20 P The disappointingly heavy and muddled sound of this basic fibre thwarts any recommendation 

34 A A connection with a stranded 1nner core and a sound that lacks mtegration 

27.50 VG Can seem slightly impassive but there's no avoiding its exceptionally detailed sound 

20 P Very similar to Band ridge AL560 with an equally naff sound 

24 A· An analogue interconnect inappropriately pressed into digital service. A visible deterioration in the digital signal results. 

52 A This cable adopts a woven construction with the addition of a conductive screen. Music lacks detail and spirit. 

222 A· An asymmetric cable using silver conductors that deviates from the 75ohm standard. Not ideal for digital applications. 

70 G Hardly cheap for what appears to be a bog-standard PMMA fibre, yet it sounds a little brighter and livelier than most 

45 G+ A colourtul coaxial interconnect with an equally colourtul and up-beat sound. Very compatible. 

45 G Well constructed stepped-index fibre with polished ends and rugged connectors. Slightly lean, fuzzy but engaging pertormance 

t 40 A- A thin, coaxial version of Leyline Black with a rather hard and unforgiving character. Too expensive. 

19 VG A lop pertormance, low-loss 75ohm coax with a very open, almost liquid quality that allows its music to ease naturally across. 

35 A· A solid-core, twisted-pair interconnect that deviates from the 75ohm standard and provides an equally unbalanced sound 

60 G+ A genuine attempt to get things right with a silver-plated, multi-strand coax. Yet it still sounds too dry and mechanical 

30 VG An AV-cum-digital cable that comes very close to besting OED's Digiflex. Still some emphasis of vocal sibilants, however 

Speaker cables 
Product £Price Comments 

165 G+ A very high capacitance Litz-style cable whose sound may well act as a taming influence in many systems 

100 A Supplied in linear, non-polarised lengths that should be twisted into stereo pairs. Sounds rather gritty and !onward 

t270 VG Some 15 individually-insulated silver strands go to make up this very civilised but exceptionally detailed-sounding cable 

44.50 A+ Ideal for laying llat under carpets, F-14 encourages a slightly warm and vibrant sound 

75 A+ Four IS-gauge OFHC copper conductors wound in a Litz-fashron increases capacitance but restrain the cable's 'bite' 

Audioquest Midnight Hyperlitz 260 G Very similar to Type 4 but with a delicate smoothness that contrasts with the brighter sound ol cheap cables 

..t. Ban ndge LC7259 & LC7 401 20/30 A Two very traditional figure-of-eight cables. The thinner version (LC7259) sounds lighter and coarser than LC7401 

Bandridge LCS25S & LCS40S 30150 A· Two versions of the Silvertlex series that, sadly, encourage very little sense of poise or decorum in their music 

465 VG Extra care must be taken to prevent shorting this user-hostile cable. Nevertheless it sounds superb! 

275 G+ Shares the clear, neutral and transparent sound of the older SS without the tremendous clanty of Gortex Black-t6 

84 A+ The h1gh impedance of this simple ribbon cable has an influence on the treble response of some speakers. Lacks 'oomph' 

66 A This well-meaning facsimile of earlier ribbon-style cables ends up sounding lumpy and uneven 

400 A+ This unorthodox cable employs a combination of copper, brass and aluminium strands. lt sounds 'oddly impure'! 

20 G+ Thrs Swed1sh-made cable proved a real hit with our listeners- a slick pertormer and Best Buy upgrade 

Monitor PC KC27 /KC34 40/60 A Two heavyweight multi-strand cables with a thick and chesty (1 0027) or light and wispy (1 0034) balance. Take your pick 

Monster Powerline 3 Plus 75 A- The archetypal 'old-style Monster Cable' that labours under a soggy bass and untidy treble 

44 A· Described as a 'dinosaur of a cable' by our listening panel, this stiff rod of wire has little application outs1de of a Naim system 

35 A Reminiscent of curtain track, this bi-wire version of 79-strand is unfortunately saddled with a 'loud, hard and untidy' balance 

300 E Tonally accurate and exquisitely detailed, this cable opens a very transparent window on the music 

200 VG A prime choice for bi-wire systems even if this cable does lack the full finesse ol its sister 12/2 

Sonic Link Grey 80 G· A spaghetti-thin cable composed of silver-plated OF-copper and PTFE insulation. Lacks bass impact and treble 'air'. 

..t. Straight Wire Waveguide 1 .5 20 G A conventional multi-stranded cable with a refreshingly up-beat, crisp but slightly lean-sounding balance 

50 G+ Another very quick and dynamic-sounding cable from Straight Wire. A little short on subtlety but very engaging nonetheless. 

Tara Labs Quantum Ill 238 G An imaginatively-named cable that encourages an equally colourtul sound. Described as 'dark and fruity' by our panel! 

van den Hul MC The Cleanwater 50 A Despite its evocative title, the Cleanwater turns out to be a disappointingly ·murky sounding' cable 

van den Hul MC The Magnum 265 A Touted as vdH's most prestigious twinlead speaker cable, the Magnum sounds surprisingly soft and old-lashioned 
� 

.A. van den Hul MC The Wind 330 VG Blown-in from the continent, vdH's 'Wind' kicks up a storm with its lush midrange and bone-crunching bass! 
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T
he bad odour of copyright theft hangs around 

the compact cassette, but there is no doubt it 
is the world's most versatile and ubiquitous 

music storage medium. Buffs may wrinkle their 
noses, but are happy to use cassette decks to 
make up tapes for the car or personal. 

THE DIRECTORY 

performance and sound quality often go hand in 
hand, and are frequently somewhat dependent 
upon factory alignment. The mechanical integrity of 

the mechanism is another crucial factor, that is 
reflected in the price. 

recorders allow you to listen to a recording as it's 

being made, a useful qulaity control function. Bias 

adjustment allows you to fine tune the deck to suit 

different types of tape when recording. Auto 
calibration is a an automatic system for setting bias 
and Dolby levels. 

AA Best Buy 

There is no problem in connecting a cassette 

deck to any normal amplifier, but some care needs 
to be taken in choosing the best tapes for a specific 

machine. (Trial and error is one effective technique, 

but many decks have manual bias adjustment and 

some match up to the tape automatically.) Lab 

The columns on the right indicate when the 
facilities shown in the headings are available on a 

deck. Dolby B and Coffer varying degrees of noise 

reduction and the HX Pro system gives significant 

treble improvements with ferric (Type I) tapes. 

Twin deck offers the option to dub tapes or to 

play two cassettes simultaneously. Autoreverse is a 

useful convenience feature, but usually with some 

mechanical compromise. In the case of twin decks 

a blob is inserted in this column even if only one 

transport autoreverses. 

A Recommended Dol by 5 increases the level of noise reduction with 

less signal degredation than B or C. Three-head 

Cassette decks 

A 

Product EPrice Comments 

Goodmans Delta 700W 

120 VLBasic but well designed budget deck; astonishing value, only the poor metering gives the game away 

230 G First class budget 3-head machine with a dual capstan transport that really works at reducing the 'fudge' factor 

300 VG High value, high spec package featuring Dolby S. 3 heads. tape calibration - well set up and musically well sorted. 

200 G- Equipment levels strong, and sound is both vivid and presentable. but control system daunting. 

230 A Superbly equipped twin deck that works and works well - remote control 

700 !!:!:_ Fabulous build, clunky transport and sharp, refined sound quality with Dolby S or B and metal tapes 

850 E Superb transport ·and a ripe, spacious sound. The Dolby S installation more successful than most. Some replay incompatibility 

260 A Breathed-on DRM-710, with good external treatment offers good, if somewhat detached sonics 

200 6 Unique loading mechanism provides stability, and the deck has a crisp, clean quality. Occasionally anaemic bass. 

200 VG Drawer loading deck. with simple facilities and smooth, well adjusted sound. 

300 
-
� Drawer loading

_
deck, c��fully designed, yet lacking in subtlety on audition. 

100 P Compact and ultra-basic twin deck which is rough and bass shy, wrth less than stable tape path 

280 A+ Minimalist audiophile deck, with good but not outstanding sound quality, and mediocre setup of the test sample. 

350 G 
700 A 

180 A· 

150 A· 

200 G+ 

250 G 

200 G 

400 VG 

600 VG 

850 VG 

200 A-

500 A+ 

200 VG 

280 G 

300 G+ 

220 p 

120 p 

180 A+ 

250 A+ 

290 G+ 

300 G 

500 G 

700 G 

180 G+ 

230 G+ 

270 G+ 

260 G 

Simple features plus excellent engineering make this a model of integrity. 

Original Dolby S dec� has_;,
mproved o�r the year�a� now sounds very acceptable. A strong, solid sounding deck- but expensive. 

Tidy, stable but ultimately rather soul-less experience. Auto-reverse is useful though. 

Disappointingly amorphous sound despite decent measured results. 

Ultra-sophisticated transport at a silly price; sound quality is stable but slightly opaque. 

Well engineered single capstan transport and Dolby S star in this refined and detailed sounding design. 

Minima list deck for the audiophile market. Unfortunately engineering is minimalist too 

Refined. exquisitely detailed and solid sounding 'budget' Nakamichi 2-header. 

Accomplished design with simple features (manual tape select') but superb sound/serviceability. 

Typically idiosyncratic Nakamichi with manual everything, Good azimuth adjustment and dynamic, authoritative sound. 

Slightly old fashioned no-frills design, with some wow & flutter, and limited metal tape headroom. 

Simplified circuit and mechanism. but the Philips badly needs a 0/A converter transplant 

Against the odds - a 2 head Dolby S deck that works. Well set up and fully equipped. 

Decent if slightly coloured middle ranker with FLEX to revitalise old or soggy sounding tapes. 

3 heads and Dolby S feature in an excellent deck that is underbiased with Type IV tapes. 

Bass is thin and coloured, and the sound lacks dynamics, pitch accuracy and overall stability- the sound is neither stable nor solid. 

Good range of features, let down by poor transport and iffy electronics. 

Mainly UK designed with audiophile intent, but spoiled by erratic output, at worst with metal tapes. 

Transport limitations and some brightness slightly mark down this refined, articulate design. 

One of the finest sounding cassette decks on the market today. A mandatory Best Buy, which also fits in your pocket 

Cheapest polby S three header yet, yet slightly let down by lack of attention to detail 

Much better than average auto-reverse deck. well worth considering. Nicely engineered too. 

Superb stability and real subtlety, this must be the best TEAC yet. The only disappointment was the Dolby C 

This is a well priced auto-reverse deck, with good sound quality and pricing. 

Unusually well built and non-mrcrophonic deck with sophisticated facilities and lucid midband. 

Not cheap, but extremely well built deck, moderately well equrpped a pleasure to operate and to listen to. 

Fine audio manners, especially in the midband and treble, mark this high class deck out from the crowd 
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..A...A. Best Buy 

.A. Recommended 

N 
ow over a decade old, this all digital music 

source is well established despite high disc 

prices and the opposition of some hi-fi 

enthusiasts. Compact Disc's strengths over 

conventional vinyl are complete freedom from 

surface noise, ease of use, and more robust 

software. 

However, many vinyl enthusiasts still find COs 

sound less involving than top quality vinyl. But, 

with the dominance of CD in the high street, even 

vinyl die-hards need a CD player today. 

THE DIRECTORY 

The columns on the right indicate when the 

facilities shown in the headings are available on a 

CD player: DAC type indicates the type of convertor 

chip used in each player, t6, t8 and 20-bit are 

multi-bit types, all the others are bitstream variants. 

In much the same way that an amp's output is not 

indicative of its sound quality, the chip used in a 

DAC isn't the only determining factor in a CD 

player's sound, but it is an important one. Remote 

control is not yet universal, and we have included a 

tick box, more to show which machines don't have 

one than which do. The existence of electrical 

and/or optical digital outputs is important for 

future upgrading with an outboard DAC, as a rule 

electrical outputs are the most desirable. Phase 

inversion in the digital domain is rare on one box 

players but can make quite a big difference if 

you've got golden ears. Head phone sockets are 

useful but beware of those without volume 

controls. Track entry keypads are those with 

calculator style buttons which makes track access 

much quicker. 

CD players 
Product £Price Comments 

Aiwa XC-750 200 A A refined version of lhe XC-700, sadly it has lost the magic of the original 

.A. AMC CD6 349 G+ Based on the same 1-Bit circuit as Rotel's RCD·965BX but with a raunchier, beefier but less transparent sound. 

Arcam Alpha One 300 A+ The first UK-built player under £300 is hampered by a tidy but rather grey and uninspiring sound. 

Arcam Delta 270 800 G+ The dry but tightly·focussed and supremely detailed sound of this player will either beguile or aggravate. depending on taste! 

Aura CD-50 400 G- Based on an older Philips board with new CDM9 transport. this is a slim player with an innocuous sound 

AVI S2000MC 999 G+ A stylish. midi·width player with an exceptionally refined and comfortable sound. Lacks passion 

.A. Denon DCD-615 1 80 G Builds upon the smooth and composed sound of the DCD·595 while oftering extra widgets at no extra cost. 

.A. Denon DCD-825 220 G Despite extensrve revisrons, thrs latest player still sounds like a typical "18-bit Denon', which rs no bad thing' 

Denon DCD-1290 330 G- Looks the business but sound is a real five-minute wonder. Its compelling f1zz lasts about as long as a firework. 

Dual COt 001 RC 1 80 A- This Yamaha-based CD player is compromised by a number of technical flaws and a fundamental lack of bass. 

.A. Goodmans Della700 1 1 0 A+ A 1 6·bit alternative to the CD65011 that furnishes a colourtul and animated sound 

Grundig Fine Arts C02 1 90 A- A stylish-looking player with a disappointingly vague approach to mus1c-making 

.A. Harrnan Kardon HK7725 800 VG This flagship implementation of RLS sounds Impressively bold and dynamic· a genuine rock ·n roller' 

.A. Harman Kardon TL8600 700 G+ A refined and more flexible version of the TL8500 multi player with a significantly more expressive sound 

JVC XL-V274 1 60 A Tl11s appears to be a re-badged vers1on of JVC's XL-V264. retaining an over-heavy bass and generally gaudy sound. 

JVC XL-Z1050 500 A Technically advanced and luxuriously equipped. this player remains rather bland and unsatisfying on audition 

..A...A. Kenwood DP-3060 200 G+ Based on the same filter/CAC as Marantz" CD· 53 but with a more transparent, sober and highly insighrtul sound. 

.A. Linn Karik 1497 VG Based on Unn"s onginal CD transport, this player sounds dry but very positive, detailed and engross1ng 

.A. Marantz CD-53 200 G Looks identical to the CD-63 but component costs are cut 1nside. exposing a slightly ragged but enthusiastic pertormer. 

.A. Marantz CD-63 250 VG New technology has enabled Marantz to steal a march on its old CD-52 senes and, once agam. regain the upper hand. 

.A. Marantz CD-5211SE 300 G A new mains transformer plus the full complement of internal mods has recaptured the frothy if startling sound of the original '52 

Marantz CD-72SE 600 G+ A recommendation just eluded the grasp of this superbly built player thanks to its very polished but restrained sound. 

NAD 501 1 80 G- A thoroughly typical frill-free player but with a slightly too cautious. even restrained musical outlook 

.A. NAD 502 220 G This updaled version of the 5425 has traded the spontaneity of its forebear for a more precise but mechanical style of music 

Nakamichi CD-4 380 A- This looks new enough but sounds IIUie bener than the older CD Player 4 upon which it is firmly based. 

.A. Nakamichi MB-4s 300 G Entry-level Mus1cBank player that sounds like it's come from a studio control room: plenty of dynamics and detail but little stereo depth 

Onkyo DX-C110 350 G- A big and beefy 6·disc carousel that strides confidently through rock and pussyfoots around gentle ballads 

.A. Philips CD732 140 A+ A cross between Philips CD690 and CD920 is no more technically accomplished but encourages a very lively and entertaining sound 

Phi lips CD7 40 1 70 A One of several Philips players using a hybrid of DAC technologieS. Still sounds insufferably boring. however. 

Philips C0750 200 A+ The costliest player in Ph11ips range and the last to use its BS DAC lacks a sense of integration and stereo focus. 

Pioneer PD-S503 200 A The cheapest Legato Link player yet but another that sounds unpredictable and generally hard work 

.A. Pioneer PD-S703 300 G+ Legato Link and bitstream are combined into a cheaper IC though the player sounds as manipulative and intriguing as ever 

.A. Pioneer PD-S901 500 G+ The very refined but confident. crisp and powertul sound of the "901 snatches Pioneer's LLC concept from the jaws of defeat 

.A. ..A. Quad 67 790 E Deceptively sleek in appearance but with a powertul, fluid and captivating sound reminiscent of Meridian's 206. 

Rotel RCD-940BX 230 A· A sea-change in transport and DAC technology lies behind the most untidy-sounding and irritating player to emerge from Rotel. 

.A. Rotel RCD·945AX 230 G Based on the same CD·player-on-a-chip as Philips CD690 but with improved execution and build. 

.A. ..A. Rotel RCD·965BX 300 E An exceptionally refined bitstreamer: transparent, exqu1s1tely deta1led and powertully emotive. A landmark player 

Sansui CD-X317 250 A Not 1n the same class as older CD-X311 mkll. Same technology but the sound is neither as respons1ve or engaging 

SansUI CD·X617 350 A Th1s "double-DAC" version of the CD·X317 is more impress1ve. sounding light and tizzy with pop but dull with classical GO's 

Sansui CD-Aipha 717DR 1 560 G+ A beautifully constructed if rather dated flagship player with an equally sedate and unadventurous sound. 

.A. ..A. Sherwood CD-3020R 1 30 G Although this budget wonder has little respect for musical convention, what emerges is still remarkably entertaining 

.A. Sherwood CD-501 OR 160 G+ A warm, detailed and enjoyable pertormance from a solidly built but affordable package. 

Sherwood CDC-5030R 200 A- The replacement for the successful 5·disc CDC·501 OR sounds messy, disjointed and generally unpleasant. A great disappointment 

Sony CDP-312 1 50 G Something of a rough diamond. offering a raft of features and good build but a decidedly technieolour sound 

Sony CDP·C345 230 A+ Sony·s Hybrid Pulse DAC sounds great in the CDP-31 1 but in this 5·disc carousel it provides a mere skeleton of a pertormance 

.A. ..A. Sony COP· 715E 250 E Advanced Pulse technology collides w1th UK tweaking to produce one of the most fabulous CD players in recent memory. 

Sugden SOT -1 850 A Bearing in m1nd Sugden's SDA·1 converter lies at the heart of this player, its unpredictable pertormance is disappointing 

Teac CD·P3500 200 A A well-meaning attempt to pare·down the CD-P4500 results in a similar looking player with a thoroughly umnspiring sound 
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PDM Bitstrm 119 

PDM Bitstrm • 124 

PWM bitstrm • 1 37 

Hybrid • 1 24 

SAA7321 • 119 

20·bit 119 

18-bit • 1 39 

18-bit • 1 37 

18-bit • 107 

PDM Bitstrm • t39 

16-bit 128 

SAA7350 t28 

18-bit RLS • 124 

MASH/PWM • 132 

PEM Bitstrm • 1 39 

PEM Bitstrm • 1 19 

NPC bitstrm • 139 

Crystal BS • 1 19 

NPC bitstrm • 1 39 

NPC bitstrm • 1 37 

PDM Bitstrm • 119 

bitstream • 1 1 2  

SAA7323 1 39 

MASH/PWM • 1 1 9 

18 -bit • 124 

16-bit • 1 32 

Bitstream • 1 32 

SAA734 1 • 128 

Hybrid • 1 39 

PDM Bitstrm • 137 

PFM Bitstrm • 139 

PFM bitstrm • 1 37 

PFM Bitstrm • 1 1 9 

Crystal BS • 124 

Hybrid . 1 37 

SAA734 1 • 1 24 

PDM Bitstrm • 100 

MASH/PWM • 107 

MASH/PWM • 1 12 

MASHIPWM • 124 

NPC bitstrm • 119 

PDM Bitstrm • 124 

Bitstream • 132 

PLM bitstrm • 1 39 

PLM Bitstrm . 132 

PLM bitstrm • 1 37 

16-bit 1 1 9  

PDM Bitstrm • 1 1 2  



..A. Teac CD-P4500 

Teac VRDS-10 

Technics SL -PG460A 

..A. Technics SL-PG440A 

..A. ..A. Technics SL-PS620A 

Technics Sl -PS? 40A 

Yamaha CDX-670 

Best Buy 

Recommended 

THE DIRECTORY 

TEAC's first genuine 1-bit player its sound described as having a certain 'organic warmth', very composed and easy-going. 

A basic analogue stage compromises the potential of TEAC's superb engineering and digital electronics. Lacks bass energy 

Sadly this player lacks the fire of Technics' earlier budget wonders. lt looks similar but sounds terribly apathetic. 

This mix of the SL-PG520 and '420 fails to benefit from the strengths of either and only just achieves recommendation . 

A costlier, tarted-up version of the SL-PG520A that loses very little in the way of clarity, sparkle or in compelling dynamics 

Nothing wrong with its technical heritage but Technics' ongoing 'improvements' only serve to stifle the sound of this player. 

Yamaha has retained the CDX-660 casework but cut costs with a new multi-task IC that's not entirely de-bugged. 

A 
CD player can be split into two basic 
components; the disc drive or transport, 
and a device which turns the digital 

bitstream coming off the disc into an analogue 
audio signal. This is called a digital to analogue 
convertor or DAC. Although most players are 
contained in a single box, expensive players are 
usually two box affairs. 

Although many of these units will be 
purchased as matching pairs, a DAC can also be 

used to upgrade an existing CD player. Thus an 
early machine with a satisfactory transport can be 
rejuvenated by adding an outboard DAC. 

The columns on the right indicate the facilities 
available on a transport or DAC. Remote control is 
self explanatory. The existence of electrical and/or 
optical digital in and outputs is pretty fundamental 
to transports and DACs, as a rule electrical outputs 
are the most desirable. Class 1 transports are those 
with an output whose crystal clock accuracy that's 

CD transports 
Product £Price Comments 

..A. Arcam Delta 250 

..A. Counterpoint DA-11 E 

..A. Meridian 200 

TEAC P-2 

TEAC P-2s 

..A. Theta Data Basic 

Wadia 8 

DACs 

750 � Arcam's best effort yet is a new design based on the Philips CDM9 transport; specification includes Sync Lock facility . 

1495 VG By rights this transport should be highly incompatible yet it delivers a remarkably vivid and natural sound. 

895 G+ Broadly compatible and offering a light, fresh and very bubbly sound that is both natural, engaging and unfatiguing 

3500 G Beautifully styled and constructed but sound is bleached and generally less inspiring than that of the P-1 0 

4300 A+ The latest version of Teac's luxury P-2 transport sounds as over-engineered as it looks . 

1990 G+ A mild-mannered transport capable of marvellous results with lively-sounding outboard converters. 

3195 G Includes a budget version of Teac's VRDS mechanism in a fancy case; just too expensive for the performance on offer. 

Product £Price Comments 

..A. ..A. A ream Black Box 50 450 VG A very measured and sophisticated sound from a DAC that leaves plenty in reserve to accommodate future upgrades. 

PDM B�strm 

DAC7 

MASHIPWM 

MASHIPWM 

better than :t soppm (parts per million), certain 
DACs won't lock onto transports with a lower clock 
accuracy. DAC type shows the specific convertor 
chip employed. In much the same way that an 
amp's output is not indicative of its sound quality, 
the chip used in a DAC isn't the only determining 
factor in a CD player's sound. Phase inversion in 
the digital domain can make quite a big difference 
if you've got a high resolution system and golden 
ears. 

Hybrid 

130 

130 

96 

96 

130 

130 

130 

Arcam Delta Black Box 500 750 A+ A very sophisticated unit equipped with Sync Lock and discrete DAC circuitry. Early samples sounded restrained and grubby. Bit Stream 

18-bit 

DAC7 

20-bit 

16-bit 

Hybrid 

SAA7350 

DAC7 

Hybrid 

Hybrid 

Crystal 

DAC7 

SAA7321 

SAA7321 

DAC7 

18-bit 

DAC7 

127 

136 

127 

127 

127 

136 

136 

127 

..A. Audio Alchemy DAC-in-the-Box 

Audiolab 8000DACmkll 

Audio Note DAC 1 

AVI S2000MD 

..A. Cambridge Audio DACMagic-1 

OPA Digital Uttle Bit 11 

..A. OPA Digital Bigger Bit 

Kinshaw Overture 

..A. Kinshaw Perception 

..A. Meridian 563 

Meridian 606 OAC7 

Micromega Duo BS2 

Micromega Microdac 

..A. Mission DAC5 

..A. Musical Fidelity Tubalog 

..A. ..A. Pink Triangle Ordinal 

..A...A. QED Digit 

..A. QED Digit Reference 

Select Systems Oacula 

..A. Sugden SDA-1 

Thule Audio DAC-200 

Woodside OAC1 

..A. Woodside DAC2 

200 G Despite its slightly veiled sound this giveaway DAC may still rescue the oldest of players from obsolescence. 

750 G Just as smooth and refined as its predecessor yet, sadly, still manages to obscure the passion or fire of music. 

600 G An oddball DAC with manual de-emphasis switching. Needs a high preamp input impedance if bass is not to suffer. 

549 G Despite using a very different chipset, the S2000MD sounds as civilised and refined as A VI's other digital separates . 

150 VG Ridiculously under-priced, this DAC is better suited to high-end transports than the budget players it was intended to partner. 

400 G A new on-board mains filter promotes a smoother and richer sound at the expense of some life and vitality. 

695 G With either P-1 0 or Meridian 200 transports it delivers a very taut and dynamic sound, bathed in an open acoustic 

235 A· A neat enough package that's infested with a variety of technical bugs and severely chastised on audition . 

7 45 VG A two-box converter that sounds loud, quick and very dynamic without tripping over complex material. A good 'un . 

695 G+ Warmer but no less detailed than the earlier 200-series, the 563 really comes into its own with top-flight CD transports. 

1350 G By refining the 203's sound further Meridian have also tempered its vibrancy and 'life' Fickle with other transports 

600 G Has a tendency to sound light, airy and 'fast' but it can also become a little hard or - fatiguing with some digital outputs 

300 A+ Described as a modest but entertaining performer, achieving its sweetest balance with Arcam's D170.3 transport. 

300 G+ Another modest DAC but one capable of a lean but clean and detailed sound that's typical of the DAC7 breed. 

499 G+ The animated character of the T ubalog ensures it's a great upgrade on budget CD players . 

750 E The cheapest dual-differential OAC7 converter available. Offers interchangeable digital filters and top-flight sound quality . 

139 G+ Bearing in mind its expressive but very forgiving performance the Digit is almost embarrassingly cheap 

No great advance over the basic QED Digit yet its enthusiastic sound is more than competitive at the price. 

The overly warm and heavy bass of this DAC is quite atypical of the Crystal Bit Stream DAC. 

A pleasant surprise from the fuddy-duddies of audio, judging by its 'masses of high resolution detail and tremendous dynamics' 

A good first effort from Thule even though its fizzy and over-eager sound could do with house-training. 

Fine but slightly dated and costly package in performance terms - but flexible, musical and t well built 

Offering a sharp and dynamic sound, all the more captivating for its lack of graininess and 'tizz' A reliable upgrade 16-bit 

113 

127 

136 

113 

136 

127 
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Tronsport/DAC combos 
Product £Price Comments 

THE DIRECTORY 

�� Arcam Delta 250/Biack Box 50 1200 VG A very sophisticated combination that sounds sil�
_
-srnooth without appearing soh or sugar-coated. A bargain two-box player. Hybrid • 133 

Audio Alchemy DDSIDTIIXDPIP52 2047 A+ A multi-box combination with a Bit Stream DAC that is fundamentally more inspiring than its partnering transport. 

� Gyrus Discmaster/Dacmaster 1900 G+ A powerful-sounding and perhaps slightly heavy-handed combination that cuts right to the heart of its music. 

DPA Digital T-VPDM2mkll 3245 G An ingenious combination that includes a clock-teed from the DAC to CD transport. Capable of astonishing results 

DPA Digital T1/PDM 256 3890 G A highly advanced duet with adjustable dither facility. Sadly its different setlings only usher-in different compromises. 

� EAD T-1000/DSP-1000 2195 VG A two-box player based on Pioneer's Stable Platter CD transport. Its music always sounds fast, furious and fascinating. 

2495 G+ Partnering Linn's Numerik DAC with its Karik CD player (as transport) provides a dry, dynamic but also slightly dirty sound. 

DAC7 • 120 

20-bit • 133 

DAC7 • 120 

Bit Stream • 133 

20-bit • 120 

20-bit • 120 Linn Karik/Numerik 

Meridian 2001263 

Meridian 5001563 

1390 G Now updated with Crystal Bit Stream technology, this popular duet has unfortunately lost much of the charm and poise of the original. Bit Stream • 120 

t 670 A+ Combined with its own 500 transport, the recommended 563 sounds disapointingly thin, brash and uncomfortable. Crystal • 133 

� Meridian 6021606 

� Monarchy Audio DT-40AJM-33 

Proceed PDT3/PDP3 

3100 VG Meridian's top-of-the-range two-box player looks and sounds both d1stinctiue and elegant, the perfect partner lor a cultured system! 

3090 VG An intrigu1ng combination that provides a beely and enthusiastic performance via its balanced AES/EBU connection. 

DAC7 • 120 

20-bit • 133 

� PS Audio Lambda/Uitralink Two 

�� Teac P-700/D-700 

5214 G+ The third in a series of unusual transport/DAC combinations and a pairing that retains a powerful, confident and rugged sound 

4900 VG In direct contrast with its appearance, this duet positively sparkles with colour and resonant detail. 

20-bit • 120 

20-bit • 133 

Teac P-2s/D-2 

Theta Data Basic/Cobalt 307 

1500 VG They may lack the resolution of high-end colleagues ��!.�!'11 sound warm, bubbly and perpetually entertaining. 

6000 A- Teac's VRDS statement looks a million dollars but sounds rather thin and uninvolving� A great disappointment. 

2696 G+ A cautious and slightly over-refined combination that fails to make the best of either component 

D 
AT, or digital audio tape, has been on the 
market for quite some time now but has 
never really 'made it' as a consumer 

medium, probably due to the fact that very little 

prerecorded software has been made available. 

In the last year or so it has began to carve itself 

a niche at the top end of the market replacing reel 

OAT players 
Product £Price Comments 

to reel tape recorders as the audiophile's tape 
based medium. 

The DAT standard specifies a 48kHz sampling 

rate, which is higher than CD, so direct copying in 

the digital domain is only possible on those 

machines with dual sampling frequencies, ie 48kHz 

and 44.1kHz. Some machines also record at 32kHz 

20-bit • 120 

18-bit • 133 

Hybrid • 133 

to give a longer recording time for a given length of 

tape, this is shown in the LP mode column. 

The optical and electrical in/outputs in the 

column headings are for digital signals, analogue 

in/outputs are universal. The AES/EBU and 5/PDIF 

socketry is for connection to professional 
components such as mixing desks. 

JVC XD-Z1010TN 

Panasonic SV-3700 

Tascam DA-30 

900 A+ Ambitious but ultimately disappointing deck with an opaque musical delivery and more features than you can shake a stick at 111 

111 
111 

1111 A Slick, powerfully equipped, this pro OAT has a clear, quick and colourful sound somewhat lacking 1n weight and substance 

1199 A+ Interesting pro OAT deck with solid, tangible sound quality which is nevertheless lack1ng in analysis 

Headphones 

T
here are a variety of different approaches to 
headphone design. Amongst the more 

expensive models, electrostatic drivers are 

used in open-backed phones. The majority of these 

come with some form of transformer which usually 

takes the signal from the speaker terminals on the 

amplifier, but some can run from a pair of tape out 

sockets. 

The more down to earth (see affordable) 
models feature dynamic, or moving coil, drivers in 

circular open or closed backed designs. The 

advantage of open backs seems to be a 

correspondingly open sound, but one can also of 

course hear external noises. Closed-back designs 

are useful in situations where it is necessary to 

block out background noise, but they aren't 

Headphones 
Product £Price Comments 
AKG K44 

AKG K135 

� AKG K240 Monitor 

� AKG K280 Parabolic 

� AKG K340 
� AKG K400 

.& AKG K500 

.& AKG K1000 

.& Audio-Technica ATH-910 
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42 A Good quality personal oriented phone, could have a betler sense of space but is musically quite communicative 

46 A The K135s don't live up to the usual AKG standards. though they do have the ability to reproduce rhythm well 

82 G Someth1ng of a classic, these AKGs are very user friendly in all respects; sonically on the warm side of neutral 

t t 7 G+ A very revealing and unusual tw1n driver design that uses the same principle as a satellite dish to beam sound into the ear 

191 E Heavyweight cans in most respects, the K340 with its electrostatiC tweeter is a very revealing head phone 

118 VG Comfortable over long sessions. Sound IS exquisitely detailed, dynamic and uncoloured 

138 G+ Open and clear, they reproduced music with impressive definition, balance is on the light side but transparency is high 

646 E One of the best dynamics on the market, hooks directly to speaker outputs and makes much of the competition sound lame 

90 G The closed-back 91 Os are an improvement on the 909s with a nice rhythmic quality rarely found w1th headphones 

generally as good sonically. 
Another means of distinguishing different 

types is the way they sit on your head. There are 

three styles: circumaural models enclose the ear 

and rest on the side of the head; supra-aural 

designs feature a flat pad which presses on the 

outer ear (pinna); and intra-aurals rest inside the 

ear itself, and are popular with personal stereos. 

Supra-aural 

Supra-aural 

Circumaural 

Circumaural 

Circumaural 

99 

63 

63 

63 

75 

Supra-aural 121 

Circumaural 111 

Extra-aural 99 

Circumaural 55 
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Headphones continued 
Product £Price Comments 

Audio-Technica ATH-9000 

Beyer DT311 

Beyer DT411 

• Bey er DT9 11 

• Beyer DT990 

• Jecklin Float Electrostatic 

•• Jecklin Float Model One 

• Jecklin Float Model Two 

JVC HA-0690 

JVC HA-0910 

Kenwood KH-1 000 

Koss TD/60 

Maxell HP-3000 

• Pioneer SE-4000 

• Ross RCH-300CD 

•• Sennhesier HD320 

• • Sennheiser HD440 11 

• Sony MDR-CD1 000 

• Sony MDR-CD450 

•• Sony MDR-CD550 

• Sony MDR-CD750 

246 G Electrets which connect to the amps speaker outputs, it sounds a little too smooth but would suit aggressive amps 

45 A+ Uncharacteriustically tight, unrefined soud quality from otherwise well engineered 'phone 

59 G A reasonable but not very thrilling headphone that doesn't really offer enough at the price 

t 99 VG Probably too revealing for many headphone amps these are very subtle and fine if expensive cans 

119 VG A significant pair of dynamic headphones; they have a smooth and yet revealing neutral sound that is hard to criticise 

399 E These electrostatics have an openness of sound rarely found in the breed, with good dynamic range to boot 

75 G+ Whilst very unusual in appearance, the Floats give remarkable sound quality and openness at a reasonable price 

99 G+ Helmet shaped and pretty unflattering but open sounding and comfortable in the long term. te lack of adjustment 

40 A Competent but rather undistinct1ve cans, a bit middle of the road and well suited to aggressive sources 

65 A Broadly acceptable if unexcitlng design with low level losses and some colourations 

20 A- First step up from a true mini: a near miniature wh1ch is cheap, comfortable and inoffensive 

30 A- AM radio like bandwidth limitations and colourations, and rather flaky build 

30 P Solid, smoothn sounding but congested and undynamic. Includes in-lead controls. 

37 G- Acceptable if unexciting all-rounder, with good long-term comfort levels 

20 P In-lead controls are the highlights of th1s shoddy, sometimes agress1ve sounding design. 

40 E Superb value: articulate, accurate and musically effective, but 1ocat1on on ears can be uncertain. 

35 A+ Still the one by which others at the pnce are measured, though now slightly leaden sounding, cold treble 

170 G+ A fine sounding and comfortable headphone that's likely to work well with most sources 

45 G- Fair acoustic isolation and comfortable curcum-aural construction, moderate sound quality 

60 G+ A very competent headphone, creates a remarkable sense of space for a closed back design and sounds natural to boot 

90 G+ Reasonably comfortable and eminently listenable these Sonys have characteristically good bass power and relaxed hf 

• Stax Gamma pro/SRD-X pro 678 E The Gamma pros are like a stethoscope for your hi-li, revealing subtleties that many loudspeakers faillo resolve 

• Stax Lambda Signature/SRM-T1 1644 E The Signature when combined with the SRM-T1 valve driver must be the most transparent headphone available 

111 

133 

111 

111 

55 

55 

55 

63 

111 

121 

121 

133 

133 

133 

133 

133 

121 

111 

133 

99 

111 

• Stax SR Gamma 

• Stax SR Lambda Pro/SRD-7SB 

239 G+ The next model down the Stax range from the Lambda, the Gamma is an excellent headphone with little to criticise but the price 

67 4 G+ An industry reference, frighteningly revealing, bringing across more information than loudspeakers costing twice as mucl1 

Circumaural 

Supra-aural 

Supra-aural 

Circumaural 

Circumaural 

Circumaural 

Circumaural 

Circumaural 

Supra-aural 

Circumaural 

Supra -aural 

Supra-aural 

Supra-aural 

Supra-aural 

Supra-aural 

Supra-aural 

Supra-aural 

Circumaural 

Circumaural 

Circumaural 

Circumaural 

Circumaural 

Circumaural 

Circumaural 

Circumaural 

Circumaural 

Circumaural 

Circumaural 

Supra-aural 

63 

72 

55 

55 

75 

121 

133 

121 

• Stax SR Lambda Pro/SRM-1 

Technics RP-FtO 

• Vivanco SR606 

•• Vivanco SR808 Classic 

••Best Buy 

• Recommended 

1239 E Extracts layers ol inlormation that other headphones only hint at. The SRM-1 has more edge than the SRM-T1 

100 A Another very comfortable sealed model, modest sound isolation and uneven sound lavouring bass 

40 G+ Although slightly overblown at t1mes, this model is easy on the aers and essentially enjoyable. 

55 G A new mid price reference from a new and interesting source. Good all round, no obvious shortcomings 

Loudspeakers 

L
ast item in the hi·fi chain, to some extent the 
loudspeaker is merely the slave of what has 

gone before, capable only of reproducing a 

signal as good as it is fed. Nevertheless the 

distortions (colorations and stereo effects) 

introduced by loudspeakers (and rooms) tend to 

be more immediately obvious than those 

anywhere else in the chain, so careful choosing 

according to taste is very important. 

The average loudspeaker consists of a smallish 

enclosure, much of which may have begun life as 
part of a tree, plus a couple of drive units hidden 

behind a removable grille. Inside the box lurks a 

simple electrical circuit known as a crossover, 

which divides the incoming (full range) signal into 

the right bits for the drivers to handle. Variations 

on the above formula are specifically identified in 

the entries. The designer's primary task is to 

balance the 'sensitivity' of the loudspeaker (how 
loud it goes for a given electrical input) against the 

Loudspeakers 
Product £Price Comments 

• Acoustic Energy Aegis 1 

Acoustic Energy AE 1 

452 G Rich and slightly heavy balance doesn't mask fine mid/treble coherence and transparency. Entry level for all-metal drivers 

950 G Amongst the best miniatures around, shows exceptional mid focus and coherence, but is pricey and could be more agile. 

1650 G+ Sol1d, authoritative and impressively accurate - if a shade ponderous and slow 

bass extension (how low does it go), shown as 
'bass from', for the given box size. After that such 

subtleties as coloration (or lack of it) and 

dispersion come into the equation. 

Careful placement of the loudspeakers within 

the room is as important as the initial choice of 

model. See siting columns for guidance. For good 

stereo they need to be more or less the same 

distance from nearby walls. Models not ticked as 
'ftoorstanding' will require rigid stands. 

39x21x26 28 84 

29.5x18x25 48 84 

63x26.5x37 23 85 • Acoustic Energy AE3 

•• Allison AL100 

Allison AL 1 05 

1 00 A Loud and lively budget wall-mount is bigger and beefier than most of the competition. if lacking some subtlety and refinement 33.5x24x21.5 30 87 

118 

102 

86 

94 

78 

102 

98 

106 

81 

• Allison AL 11 0 

Allison AL 120 

Allison MS 200 

• Apogee Caliper Signature 

• Arcam Delta 2 

ATC SCM20 

• Audio Note AN-E/8 

• Audio Note AN-J/8 

Aura SP-50 

• B&W2001 

B&W 2003 

• B&WDM600i 

170 A- Pretty enough in appearance, sonically the AL 105 doesn't really make the grade at the £150 asking price 

220 G- Compact bookshelf model is a little dry and mid forward, but bass is extended and solid 

420 A Pretty well balanced if slightly mid forward, but sound quality is a little disappointing for the pnce 

220 A- Small and solid as a brick, this micro-miniature has limited bass and bright balance, but sounds agile and communicative 

3995 G+ Power hungry full range ribbon panels have remarkable transparency and delicacy, loudness and 'grunt' are a bit lacking 

300 G Pretty luxury compact sounds a shade forward and coloured but has dynamic and lively bass for its size 

1461 G+ Massively built, invanably informative but the rather lorward presentation can be uncomfortable 

1300 G+ Lovely coh'erence, great midband dynamics and transparency, extended bass and high sensitivity- pity it's so darn ugly' 

799 G+ Light damping and local unevenness adds some coloration, but doesn't spoil the very lively, dynamic and coherent sound 

400 A Two very tasty dnvers rather outclass the cabinetwork; a capable but slightly dull compact stand mount 

120 A Cunningly concealing its (very real) limitations, this is just about the smoothest and best balanced miniature around 

190 A- Flashy and assertive ghetto blaster styling is not reflected in the rather bland, if well balanced sound 

180 A+ Smart cosmetics and a very even balance overall, but dynamically rather bland; amplifier current demands are quite high 

37x24x21 45 87 

40x24.5x22.5 28 86 

63x28x27 30 88 

25.5x14.5x15 50 85 

122x70x6.5 30 81 

37.5x22.5x27.5 40 87 

44x24x31 28 82 

80x36x28 20 91 

58.5x33x24.5 25 90 

40x22x25 

29x18x21 

43x21x25 

35X20.5X25 

30 87 

48 87 

30 88 

25 88 

94 

86 

106 

110 

126 

118 

122 

135 
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Loudspeakers continued 
B&W 610i 

• B&W DM620i 

• B&W Matrix 801 

• B&W Matrix 805 

• Bose 305 

Bose 401 

Bose 901 MK6 

Boston HD5 

• Boston Acoustics SW1 0 

• Canon S-50 

• • Castle Chester 

• Castle Howard 

• Castle Trent 11 

• Castle Winchester 

Castle York 

•• Celestion 1 

• • Celestion 3 Mkll 

Celestion CS135 

• Celestion 15 

Celestion 9 

Celestion SL 12Si 

Celestion SL600Si 

Celestion SL6Si 

Celestion 300 

Dali 102 

Dawn Chorus FS 

Oynaudio Contour 1.3 

•• EposES11 

• Epos ES14 

• FaradayFS1 ____ _ 

Faraday FS5 

Faraday Siren 

• GLLMaxim 

• GLLMezzo 

Harbeth LS3/5A 

• Harbeth HL -P3 

• Harman-Kardon LS 0200 

Harman Kardon LS 0500 

•Heybrook Prima 

• Heybrook Quartet 

250 L Large bookshelf model has fine bass extension and a smooth, well balanced but slightly heavy and laid back sound 

399 � Good material value, this compact floorstander has a beautifully voiced midband, less happy bass tuning 

3500 G+ Lacks the transparency of the best panels, and the drama of the best dynamics, but is something of an acoustic tour de force 

845 L Stylish, with remarkable imaging properties, good balance and low coloration, though less successful at musical communication 

430 !::._, A bit of an oddball, fine dynamic liveliness and a good room match more than make up for the strange stereo imaging and treble 

500 A Cheaply built but distinctively styled semi-omni floorstander suffers from heavy mid bass but still sounds lively and open 

1650 A The pre-equalised multi-driver 901 is cleverly engineered to deliver exceptional loudness 

139 L Tiny and prettily shaped miniature has an attractive lack of boxiness, but is a little short of drama and dynamic drive 

449 � Clever powered subwoofer system integrates well and improves system loudness and power handling 

600 !!:!:..._ Classy French large bookshelf speaker has great coherence and dynamic grip, but a rather mid-forward overall character 

1500 E.!_. Large floorstanding three-way gives great sensitivity and bass extension with fine dynamic grip 

180 A+ Clever and unusual moulded design has attractive lively coherence, along with 'wide imaging stereo' effect 

250 � Only a small cone miniature at heart, the fascinating styling and extended sweet spot feature make it utterly original. 

650 G+ A brilliant throwback, using horn-type approach to provide startling midrange dynamics and coherence. 

280 L Lovely veneer and lots of engineering create a very upfront, coherent and exciting sound - maybe too much so for budget systems 

999 2:!:_ Ably fills the price/size/sound gap between Chester and Winchester; a spacious semi-omni with a rich, laid back balance 

190 A Very classy finish for the price, plus a sound that passes muster without setting anything much alight 

1499 G+ Unconventional and beautifully crafted, large for its bass extension but engagingly agile and attractively open and airy 

349 A+ Pretty little real wood compact has an engaging transparency, good balance and fine timing, could do with more authority 

109 A Pretty basic performance but at a very basic price- it all sounds a bit scrappy and untidy, but its heart's in the right place 

130 A+ Smooth and polished by budget speaker standards, if a bit laid back for some tastes 

139 A- Compact hideway passive subwoofer lacks serious bass extension; for high sensitivity speakers only 

389 G B1g box and bang for your bucks, short on subtlety and control, but long on both enthusiasm and perceived vmyl wood gra1n 

269 A Nicely presented and fair material value, with impressively flat bass-to-mid balance 

629 A Elements of fine sound quality, but this 'grown up' SL6 variation has a lumpy response alongside its improved power handling 

820 G Has certain remarkable qualities that some will find irresistible, but needs careful system and room matching 

429 A+ This stereotype luxury compact can sound a bit dull and congested, but really opens up on Slate Audio stands; favours CO 

1099 L_ Splendid bass extension and fine panel-like openness and transparency, but dynamics and timing are suspect, balance very laid back. 

230 A Attractive bookshelf model has fine m1dband focus and bass extension, but treble's a bit restrained and bass a bit detached 

698 G Compact floorstander with superb coherence but rather forward midband. Would suit smaller rooms best 

1199 G Heavyweight luxury finish bookshelf model has good scale and weight but is pricey and a bit ponderous 

395 G+ Integral baffle/driver to give a remarkable combination of low coloration, transparency and speed; bass is a bit shy 

595 G+ Substantial stand mount delivers delighrtul midrange focus and delicacy with good bass control. System sensitive 

225 A+ Concrete box on a budget, works surprisingly well despite cheap drivers, wood veneers here Direct sale only 

575 G Pricey and ugly, but with its own sonic charm, thanks to substantial influence of the concrete enclosure has upon the sound 

375 A- Interesting if ugly high mass concrete cabinet is let down by imbalance of ageing driver combination 

119 A Budget miniature offers well balanced strengths and few weaknesses at a very realistic price; a bit feeble 

160 A Good value budget compact has splendid midband but foxy extremes; dull treble could suit budget system well 

539 A Still a classic miniature, though not to every taste, and none the better for the recent update under our listening conditions 

479 G Very limited loudness but impressive full-range scale from uncoloured and very well balanced but time-smeared sub-miniature 

150 A Laid back to a fault but entertaining nonetheless, and a big box for the price 

300 P A mug's eyeful- huge box for the price with loadsabass but very little presence: unacceptably unbalanced, or high infidelity 

130 A+ Neat and discreet miniature delivers fine coherence, pace and timing, though balance is a trifle forward and bass a bit light 

555 G Beautifully presented and built large bookshelf model with good sensitivity and a lively, forward sound 

��� � 28 

,;,;,;;;;;,;;;;;;:;,� 40 

42x26x22.5 30 

28x45x23 40 
78.5x30x28.5 28 

33x54x32 28 

25x16x18.5 30 
50x28.5x42 35 

48x26x30.5 30 
100X30x36 25 

27x22.5x23.5 50 
30x24(diam) 48 

45 
45 

104x23x35 25 

50 
114x24x47 25 

43x22x26 30 

27.5x16x21 50 
45 

52x19x34 45 
1 03x20.5x25.5 28 

49.5x20.5x24 30 
53x20x27 50 
27x20x23 52 
37.5x20x25 30 

100x21x31 <20 
37x21x25 30 
91x26x21 30 
38x20.5x29 28 

37.5x20x25 45 
49x22.5x29 25 

47x27x28 45 
46x27x26 28 

46x27x27 48 

26x17x20 30 

37x21.5x23.5 40 
30.5x19x16 60 
31x19x17 23 
38x21x29 30 
105x21x25 22 

29x19.5x18 50 
41x24x23 48 
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89 . 

87 

88 . 

87 

86 

87 
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88 
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89 

85 

82 

86 

86 
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86 

86 

86 

85 

86 

90 

87 

85 . 

89 

81 

82 

86 

91 

86 . 

89 . 

• Heybrook Sextet 1099 G+ Engagingly coherent and a highly analytical, partly due to distinct and t always comfortable upper-mid forwardness 96x27x20 25 85 . 

• Heybrook Solo 
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189 A+ Discreetly styled, sounds a little untidy in both bass and treble but handles complex rhythmic material much better than most 

359 !!_ Same drivers as HBS1 in prettier real wood enclosure give a sweeter and more forgiving if less committed sound 

36x23x22 

47x24x25 

28 87 

45 89 

Qudose, The Perfect Balance 
The speaker cable forms a vital interface between your amplifier and loudspeaker system. 

T he properties of the speaker cable you use will determine how well your amplifier can communicate 
with your speakers. Use the wrong cable and your speakers could be missing the message. 

To minimise the signal degrading properties present in all cable, QED's own research programme has 
established that a Balanced Design Concept is essential for optimal performance. 

QED's Qudos speaker cable lowers all the cable's degrading Characteristic Properties in proportion and 
with the correct balance thereby delivering a superior and more accurate all round performance. 

Most of the speaker cables available today fail because 
their design concentrates on lowering only one or two of the 
key parameters at the expense of others. 

Qudos, The Perfect Balance, The Perfect Choice. + 
QED Audio Products Ltd 
Ridgeway House, Ridgeway Close, 
Lightwater, Surrey GUtS SXU 
Telephone: (01276) 451166 
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THE DIRECTORY 

Loudspeakers continued 
Product £Price Comments 
Impulse H7 

lnfinily Kappa 6.1 i 

lnfinily Modulus 

.& lnfinily Reference 10 

lnfinily Reference 20 

.& lnfinily Reference 30 

lnfinily Infinitesimal sub 

Jamo Comet 40.3 

Jamo 447 

Jamo 707 

JBL L1 

.& JBL L20J 

JBL ti1000 

.& Jordan JH400 

.& JPWM'2 

.& JPWAP3 

.& .& JPW Gold Monitor 

A JPWMinim 

.&.& JPW Mini Monitor 

AA PWP1 

A A JPW P1 Vinyl 

.&.& JPWSonata 

JPW Sonata Plus 

JPW Ruby 1 

A JRTAD1 

A JRT AD1 Micro 

.& KAR Volante 

A KEF 10412 

KEF K120 

KEF 030 

KEF 050 

KEF 080 

KEF 090 

KEF AV1 

.& Kenwood LS-770G 

A Kenwood LS-500G 

.&.& Legend 11 

.& Linn Kaber 

.& Unn Keilidh 

Living Voice Air Partner 

A Lumley Monitor Reference 3 

Lumley Monitor Reference 4 

Magneplanar SMGa 

Meridian Argent 1 

Meridian Argent 2 

Meridian M30 

Mission 731 

Mission 732 

.&.& Mission 733 

Mission 751 

.& Mission 752 

.& Mission 753 

Monitor Audio MA200 

.& Monitor Audio MA201 

785 A Ultra-compact horn has fine midband contrasts but very little bass and detached treble; gives amplifiers a hard time 

995 A Good extension and laid back balance from high-tech drivers in classy cabinet, but bass is fat and slow and dynamics unconvincing 

795 A+ Carefully conceived and beautifully built. Undeniably attractive in the m1d and treble, it failed to handle the bass as well 

200 A An engaging and lively sound from a prettily finished and substantial small bookshelf size model 

300 A Well presented and balanced w1th good bass control, but somehow lacks convincing cohesion and agilily . 

400 G Budget price floorstander has good overall balance and bass extens1on, but is rather coloured and uneven 

499 A Cute but pricey amplified subwoofer is too small to deliver real bottom octave grunt 

130 A Pretty presentation and a strong box, but poor driver fixing. Decent if bright sound 

500 A· Very prettily styled, but build and sound qualily is disappointing for the pnce 

900 G· Superb slyling and cosmetics but indifferent build and engineering qualily; decent balance apart from detached bass 

250 A Sub-miniature with forward midrange and real bass; highish price partly justified by near-indestructible Pro build 

87x15x30 

97x30x24 

30x18x26 

36x23x23 

46x27x24 

86x27x24 

34x34x34 

32x20x22 

8tx19x29 

105x26x39 

23x15.5x14 

45 85 

25 89 

45 84 

50 87 

27 88 

25 89 

40 NA 

48 86 

40 89 

25 88 

50 89 

479 G Good power handling, decent transparency and deep but current hungry bass from a compact and solid enclosure 40x21x25.4 47 87 

800 G+ Lovely if pricey bookshelf model has that old JBL magic, full of bounce and brio, needs a good qualily stand and can sound a bit heavy 44x26x28 

1500 G Ultra-engineered, beautifully crahed booksllelf model. Pertormance compromised by over enthusiastic mid bass output from port 44x30x28 

30 87 

45 89 

590 A+ Piano finish hexagon has single full range driver and controversial sound, with uneven balance but delightful mid coherence 

180 A Offers real wood veneer at a barga1n price; pertormance is cleaner but broadly comparable to P1 Vinyl overall 

225 A+ Pretty good stereo and well balanced overall it had its own character which is well suited to vinyl replay 

80 A Great sound for pound value through bass and midband, but the top end's rather coarse 

79 A· Very Civilised but dynamically limited, the Minim is well suited to the smaller room and where limited loudness is acceptable 

60 A· Ultra cheap Richer Sounds special is lightweight and short of welly, but a snip for surround sound use 

170 A+ Longstand1ng design is remarkable material value (real wood etc) and sounds pretty good too -a touch aggressive maybe 

135 A A lot of highly competent loudspeaker for the price, with a safe sound that's unlikely to disappoint. 

115 A+ Well balanced and integrated, offers fine sound if limited bass and dynamic range, plus real tree wood at a nearly silly price 

135 A-

500 G 

This luxury variation on the redoubtable Sonata theme features a metal dome tweeter, and isn't the better for it 

Very pretty but pricey luxury metal-cone miniature has good, if slightly edgy balance 

500 G+ A fair share of cosmetic deficiencies do little to spoil the impressive coherence and timing 

389 G Delightful life and coherence , gives surpnsing impression of scale, some aggressive tendencies but very open to system tuning 

600 G+ Beautiful real wood floorstander doesn't sound as big as it looks, sound is coloured but lightning fast and great fun 

1595 G+ A reference point for dynamics, preferred without KUBE, suited to many rooms. Good stereo, high sound level 

169 A Physically pretty and sonically competent but undistinguished bookshelf size model has good sensitivily but limited extension 

349 A Fine focus from Uni-0 driver, but lacks drive and time coherence; acoustically smaller than it looks 

500 A Compact twin-driver floorstander with Uni-0 treble. and a rather midbass heavy overall balance 

569 A+ Uni-0 floorstander has good stereo and fine midband coherence. but bass lacks extension, drive and resolution 

739 A Generous floorstander has even balance and decent extension but fails to communicate excitement and involvement effectively 

2499 G· Awesomely built, finished and powertul subwoofer lacks the subtlety and unintrusiveness for top class hi-fr applfications 

260 G Impressively communicatrve bookshelf model has fine vigour, scale and dynamics, if not the smoothest sound around 

33x24x30.5 

43.5x25.5x26 

52x25x29.5 

50 83 

45 86 

57 90 

27xt8xt8 50 85 

27.5x18x19.5 28 85 

27x18x17 50 85 

43x26x24.5 40 87 

43.5x25.5x26 32 87 

32x23x20 55 86 

32x23x21 30 87 

32x19x21 42 85 

59.5x28x36 28 86 

28x17x21 50 87 

88x21x27 40 88 

90x28x41.5 50 92 

34x20.5x26 45 87 

73x19x29 

84x19x2B 

44 88 

30 88 

85x24.5x26.5 45 87 

90x25x32 25 88 

43x56x50 

48x27x25 

<20 NA 

25 89 

500 G 

200 G 

Japanese designed and built luxury compact delivers an invigorating and exciting sound; an Interesting contrast to some lazier models 45x23x26 

Liveliness. coherence and fine information retrieval justifies the odd looking moulded baffle construct1on 37x21 x30 

48 89 

48 88 

1298 G+ Dry, bright balance emphasises superb dynamic range and transient precision, but can sound unforgiving 

595 G+ Stunning timing and coherence and awesome bass drive, especially with ceramic plinth; sounds a bit shut in 

11990 E Formidable horn design with astounding transparency, dynamics and speed. Its idiosyncracies are compensated by sheer energy 

895 G+ Lovely free slander suffers from indifferent bass alignment, but is fast, coherent, solid and very informative indeed 

375 A All metal diaphragm and real wood at fair price; balance uneven - upper mid forward with suspect bass tuning 

668 A Tonally 'rich', in the right room it proved a satisfactory musical experience 

995 G+ Beautifully built, finished and shaped, has fine bass extension and virtual absence of 'boxiness'; needs a big amplifier 

875 G Beautiful high-tech 'large compact' delivers extended, smooth and neutral sound with fair speed. Slate Audio stands essential 

950 A Pricey active speaker, easy on the ears and worth considering especially where space is at a premium 

130 A- Good looking and cleverly conceived high-tech miniature sounds best when driven hard; could have more brio 

200 A- Attractrve presentation but a rather dull and thick sounding speaker, and a tad pricey too 

300 A+ Siylish floorstander represents a lot of speaker for the money, and sounds pretly good too 

300 A Attractive luxury miniature has great sonic potential, but our our review samples have been marred by sample variations 

500 G+ Brilliant slyle ans packaging. great engineering and build, plus a sound quality that can give lhe 753 a run for its money 

700 G+ Gorgeous presentation and potential for open transparency. Floorstander with lots of drivers that gives lots of loudness 

200 A Cute but pricey sub-miniature sounds lively and enter1aining but uneven and obviously coloured; best for small rooms 

250 A+ Goodlooker with solid engineering sounds lively and coherent with plenty of power handling, but also a bit shut-in and coloured 

89x19x29 

83x20x27.5 

165x64x92 

87x27.5x28 

36x17x23 

122x48x4.5 

33x27x27 

25 85 

22 87 

40 101 

30 90 

44 86 

56 85 

28 83 

48.5x21 x29.5 23 85 

38.5x18x32 40 NA 

31.5x18x20 50 87 

40 87 

45 87 

45 86 

45 89 

45 88 

50 85 

40 89 

A Monitor Audio MA202 450 G- Uneven but informative and easy-listening floorstander delivers decent scale from big vinyl box 

40x20x30 

86x20.5x31 

32x17x27 

90x20x25 

90x22x30.5 

27x16.5x20.5 

40x22x26 

89.5x22x28 

93.5x17x27 

35x22x25 

26x17x18.5 

28 88 

Monitor Audio MA 1200 Gold 11 1200 G Pricey but classy floorstanding variation on MA800 theme; beautifully voiced midband, heavy midbass 28 85 

.& Monitor Audio Studio 6 

.& Mordaunt -Short MS05 

.& Mordaunt-Short MS1 0 

Mordaunt-Short SW-1 

.& .& Mordaunt -Short MS20 

Mordaunt-Shor1 MS50 

Morel Bassmaster 602 

.&.& Musical Technology Kestrel 

800 A+ Pretty but pricey metal diaphragm compact has clear and transparent midband but is ultimately lacking in vim. vigour and drive. 

110 A Tiny and hence bass light but fine voicing al a competitive price, could well suit the smaller room 

45 86 

50 86 

130 A Hi-tech baby has fine basslm1d integrity but the top end is less appealing 30.5x18.5x21 50 86 

150 A· Prettily finished and inexpensive passive subwoofer is only really useful wrth sub-miniature speakers 24x58x25 40 85 

180 G Sober 'bookshelf' model uses hi-tech plastics to deliver a notably good midband at a very sharp price- a fine all round compromise 36.5x21.5x22 40 87 

540 G· B1g value big box with fine engineering content and big lazy, laid back sound; lacks charisma 91 x25x33 22 86 

1200 G+ Superbly built compact stand-mount, did well in listening tests but suffers (enjoys?) upper midband peak 

250 A+ Cute little metal cone floorstander brims with clever ideas; sounds very clear and clean if cautious 

24.5x40x22.5 25 84 

80x2-20x1 9 40 84 
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OPTION 1: ADDED VALUE 
e Get a voucher worth 15% of your purchase price 

e This voucher can be used against any additional items that Bartletts sell (including 

Bartletts' top 50 CDs and Laserdiscs) 

e Safety Net- Bartletts full 3 year guarantee on purchases over £200.00 
e Bartletts free 2 year transferable guarantee on purchases under £200.00 

OPTION 2: IN,-ERE9,- FREE CREDI,-
e I nterest free credit for 6, I 0, 12, 18 or 24 months (depending on balance) 

e I nterest free credit available to mail order customers 

e Safety Net - Bartletts full 3 year guarantee on purchases over £200.00 
e Bartletts free 2 year transferable guarantee on purchases under £200.00 

8artv will 
endeavour to match 

anv genuine price 
you have been 

quoted on a normal 
stock ttem at 

8artletts. 
• \Ge m��tcMs corne wtth 

Note;v.:.:.r�;;::·.::� 
to 

earttem ;;�:.rtaln pr&oeL 

OP,-ION 3: A FIVE YEAR &UARAN,-EE 
e Safety Net Deluxe package, offering all the benefits of Bartletts free 3 year guarantee, 

but for an extra 2 years 

Terms & conditions for Bartletts Options: For all Options, porubles, used. Barty and sale items are excluded. For Option I, the vouchers are issued against purchases of hi·fi and video 

equipment and must be used within 90 days of original purchase otherwise they become void. For Option 2. credit is offered subject to status. A minimum 10% deposit is required, repayment 

period is dependant on balance outstanding. None of the above Options can be used in conjunction with any other Option or special offer, E&OE. 

PARTS G LAeOUR 
For three years any problems will be fixed 

completely free of charge (except for parts 
subject to fair wear and tear. and any 

problems caused by misuse or abuse) 
lt also offers: 

fRU LOAN MACHINE 

HEALTH CHECICS 
At any time during the 3 year Safety Net 
period you can have your equipment checked 

over and serviced free of charge 

PREFERENTIAL PART EXCHANGE 

TRANSFERAeiUfY 
Safety Net travels with the goods - if you sell 

your equipment to someone else they get the 

remaining time left of the Safety Net cover 

Wherever possible, repairs are carried out by 

Bardetts' own engineer. 

Safety Net is Bartlett's incredible free 
guarantee. 

You can borrow a loan machine free of charge 

while your equipment is being fixed (subject 
to availability) 

Bartletts guarantee to offer you at least 25%, 
and up to 50%, of the price you originally paid 
for the equipment if you decide to part 
exchange it during the 3 year Safety Net 

period 

S..fecyNet is only av:ailable onhi.fis.ep:..r:net<:onins:over£200.00. 

�d excludes: portables. perSONI stueos. micro. mini and midi 

systems, televitions. videos, luerd"c pbr;en, Barty and used items. 

S..lecy Net Is 1n addiuon to the consumer's statutory right s and does 

llOt affect these righcs in any�. lt covers: 

NOBTBWNDON 

I 75 Holloway Road 
Islington 
London, N7 8LX 
Tel: 0 I 7 I 607 2148 

1\TOJUN(; 
I I The Broadway 

Woking, Surrey, 
GU21 SAP 
Tel: 0 1483 771 I 75 

Bartletts are authorised stockists for: 

Open 9.30am-6pm Mon-Sat 
Demonstrations are available at 
both Bartletts stores: just call 
to book your appointment For 
Mail Order please call either 
0171 607 2296 or 0171 607 
2148 or Fax 0 171 609 0536 

Aiwa, Arcam, Audio Alchemy, Audiolab, Audioquest, Audio Source, Audio Technica, Aura, B&W, Beyer, Bose, Boston, Cable Talk, Canon, Celestion, 

Cerwin-Vega, Chord Company, Copland, Creek, Cyrus, Denon, Dual, Epos, Exposure, Harman Kardon, Marantz, Michell, Micromega, Mission, 

Mordaunt Short, Moth, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Nakamichi, Panasonic, Pioneer, Polk, ProAc, Project, QED, Quad, Rei, Roberts, Rogers, Rotel, Royd, 

Ruark, Sennheise..-, Sony, Tannoy, Ta..-get, T DL, Technics, T ho..-ens, Yamaha 



AVON 
AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 65 Park Street, Bristol. 
(0117) 9264975. All that's best in Hi-Fi careful­
ly selected and demonstrated by friendly 
knowledgeable staff, at prices to suit all bud­
gets. Delivery and installation, home dems, 
part exchange, in-house workshops, full credit 
facilities with interest free on selected items. 
lues-Sat 9.00-5.30. Closed Mon. lililil'i1 
PAUL GREEN HI-FI LTD, c/o Harper 
Furnishings, Kensington Showrooms, London 
Road, Bath BA1 6AD. (01225) 316197. 
Technics, Denon, Sony, Rote!, AV!, Quad, 
Rogers, Mission, Tannoy, Aura and many many 
more. 2 demo rooms, home demos, appoint­
ments required, service dept, free install, home 
trial. Access, Visa, lnt free credit, instant credit. 
Tue-Fri 9-5.30, Sat 9-5, closed Monday. 
RADFORDS, 12 James Street West, Bath, BA 1 
2BX. Tel 01225 446245. Visit us for the largest 
range of Hi-Fi & Home Cinema equipment in 
the South-West. Demonstration rooms, Home 
Installation Service, Access, Visa, Amex. Open 
9.00-5.30 Mon-Sat. lililil'i1 
RADFORDS, 52-54 Gloucester Road, Bristol, 
BS& 8BH. Tel (0117) 9428247. Visit us for the 
largest range of Hi-Fi & Home Cinema equip­
ment in the South-West. Demonstration rooms, 
Service depts, Home Installation Service, 
Access, Visa, Amex. Open 9.00-5.30 Mon-Sat. 
lililil'i1 
THE RIGHT NOTE, Tel (01225) 87 4 728 and 
(01426) 315092. We specialise in giving 
upgrade advice and demonstrations in your 
own home, where you can best judge the ben­
efits. Your long term satisfaction is our aim. 
Brands stocked for their excellent sound (not 
just a passing review), their reliability and sup­
pliers' back-up: Lumley Reference (amps and 
speakers), Michell, Orelle, CAT, Magnum 
Dynalab, Transfigura tion, NEAT, Musical 
Technology, Cogan Hall, Silver Sounds, MAF, 
Atacama. 
V' AUDIO, 36 Druid Hill, Stoke Bishop, Bristol 
B59 1 EJ. (0117) 9686005. Alon, ATC, AV!, 
Acoustic Energy, Audio Innovations, Audio 
Technica, AMC, Analogue Electronics, Cadence 
Valve, Chord Amps, Electronic Companies, 
Exposure, Goldring, Harman Kardon, Heybrook, 
Jamo, LFD, Pink Triangle, Ruark, Michell, REL, 
Sansui, SME (inc20A), Sonic Link, Stax, 
Townshend, Wadia. Dems by appt only, home 
trial facilities, free installation, service facili­
ties.Access, Visa. For full product listing please 
see Dealer Guide. 

BERKSHIRE 
ARC AUDIO, 9 Dukes Ride, Crowthorne, Berks, 
RG116L2 (01344) 762201. Denon, Harman 
Kardon, JPW, Marantz, Monitor Audio, Onix, 
Rogers, Ruark, Tannoy, Thorens, Yamaha. 
Demo facilities, no appt necessary, home trial 
facilities, free install. Access, Visa, Diners. 
Open Mon-Sat 9-6pm (closed Wed at 1 pm) 
LAKES, 37 Stoke Road, Slough. Tel (01753) 
538287. For better hi-li in the Thames Valley. 
Agents for: Technics, Kenwood, Rotel, B&W, 
Nakamichi, Mordaunt Short, Sony, Panasonic, 
Mitsubishi, Philips, Aiwa, JVC, Wharfedale, 
Infinity. Free delivery. Dem rooms at High 
Wycombe, Aylesbury, Marlow, Maidenhead, St 
Albans, Chiswick High Road, London, and 
Bracknell. Please see our advert in the Dealer 
Guide or ring for your nearest branch. 
RADFORDS, 43 King Edward Court, Windsor, 
Sl4 HG. Tel 01753 85693. Visit us for the best 

range of Hi-Fi in the South-West. Linn, Nairn, 
Meridian, Quad etc. Home Installation Service, 
Demonstration rooms, Access, Visa, Amex,. 
Open 9.00-5.30 Mon-Sat. lililil'i1 

READING 
B&B HI-FI, 11-12 Market Place, Reading, 
Berkshire, RG1 2EG. (01734) 583730. Aiwa, 
Denon, Kenwood, Mission, NAD, Panasonic, 
Pioneer, Rote!, Sony, Technics. Free installa­
tion, Service dept. Access, Visa, Credit 
Facilities including interest free credit subject 
to status. 9.30-5.30, Sat 9-5.30. Also at: 
Bracknell, Maidenhead, High Wycombe, 
Newbury. 
READING HI-FI CENTRE, 4 Queen's Walk, Broad 
Street Mall, Reading RG1 ?OF. (01734) 
585463. Your first choice for real hi-li and 
home cinema sound. Arcam, Audiolab, B&W, 
Celestion, Micromega, Meridian, Quad, Rega, • 

Rote!, Yamaha etc. Demonstration facilities 
(including home cinema). Free local installa­
tion. Bada guarantee. Open Tues-Sat toam-
6pm lililil'i1 

BIRMINGHAM 
SOUND ACADEMY 152a High Street, Bloxwich, 
Nr Walsall W. Midlands, (01922) 
493499/473499. Audio equipment from lead­
ing and specialist brands on two floors, with 3 
demo floors, home trials, home cinema with 
instore demo theatre, evening demo's by 
appointment. In house service dept. Mail order 
avail. lnt free credit subject to status.Open 6 
days 9am - 6pm.Late night friday. Expert 
advice, cable dressing and free installation is 
what makes Sound Academy the Midlands 
most exclusive Hi-Fi studio. 
FOR FULL PRODUCT LISTING SEE ADVERT IN 
THE DEALER GUIDE lililil'i1 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 
AUDIO INSIGHT LTD, 53 Wolverton Rd, Stony 
Stratford, Milton Keynes, Bucks MK11 1 EO. 
(01908) 561551. Alchemist Products, AVI, 
Arcam, Audiolab, Aura, Heybrook, Meridian, 
Moth, Rote!, Royd, Ruark, TDL, UKD and more. 
Records and COs, record cleaning service. SGL 
speaker demo room. Access, Visa and 
Finance,. 
O.l. CHITTENDEN L IMITED, 59-61 The 
Broadway, Chesham, Bucks, HP5 1 BX. 
(Opposite Boots). (01494) 784441 Philips, 
Mordaunt-Short, Castle, Denon, Kenwood, 
Canon Audio, Koss, Wharfedale. Nicam TV & 
Video, Surround Sound, AV Systems. 
Showroom Demonstrations from expert and 
friendly staff. No appts nee. Service Dept. 
Credit facilities available. Open 8.30 to 17.30 
Mon-Sat. 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE 
ST EVE BOXSHALL AUDIO, 41 Victoria Rd, 
Cambridge CB4 3BW (01223) 68305. 10-6 - 6 
days, (closed Wednesdays). 3 dem rooms, 
home trial, appts. preferred. Free installation 
and service dept. Access, Visa & credit. 
lililil'i1 
UNNERSITY AUDIO. 1-2 Peas Hill, Cambridge. 
(01223) 354237. Mission-Gyrus, Arcam, Rotel, 
Denon, Meridian, Ruark, ATC, AVI, Quad, Linn. 
3 dems, 1 single speaker. Home trial, free 
install, Service Department Visa, Access, 
Amex, Credit. Open 9-5.30. lililil'i1 

Members of the British Audio 
Dealers Association are able to 

offer: 

e Two year guarantee, tranfer­

able to another BADA dealer should the purchaser 

move more than 30 miles from his/her original 

address 
e low cost five year guarantee 

option 
e proper demonstration facilities 
e seven day exchange or refund scheme if the 

dealer's advice is taken on product selection 
e fully guaranteed service work 

e customer complaints procedure in the event of 
problems 
For more information, contact BADA on 

1ll ( 0171) zz6 4041+ 

CHESHIRE 
AST ON AUDIO, 4 West St, Alderley Edge. 
(01625) 582704. For the very best in hi-li sep­
arates and home cinema. Wide range of spe­
cialist audio, interest free credit. Visa, Access. 
Home trial. lililil'i1 
AUDIO COUNSEL, 14 Stockport Rd, Cheadle, 
Cheshire. (0161) 428 7887. Please see entry 
under Greater Manchester. lililil'i1 
CHRIS BROOKS HI-FI, 29 Gaskell SI, Stockton 
Heath, Warrington. (01 925) 261212. lues-Sat 
10-6. 3 dem rooms. Credit facilities. All credit 
cards. Total absence of bull''''. lililil'i1 
CONGLETON HI-FI, 1/1 a Duke SI, Congleton, 
Cheshire, CW12 1 AP. (01260) 297544. 
Acoustic Energy, Arcam, B&W, Denon, Epos, 
Kef, Linn, NAD, Nakamichi, Onix, Royd, Target, 
Yamaha, etc. Superbly appointed single speak­
er demo facilities. 3 listening rooms with one 
dedicated to home cinema. No appts nee, 
home trial facilities, free installation. 2 year 
guarantee on all equipment. Access, Visa. 
Credit facilities available on request. Open 
Man-SAT, closed Weds. lililil'i1 
DOUG BRADY HI-FI, Kingsway Studios, 
King sway North, Warrington, WA 1 3NU. Phone 
(01 925) 828009, Fax (01925) 825773. For the 
widest range of high quality hi-fi in the 
Northwest. Family business est. 35 years. 3 
dem rooms, incl home cinema, home trials; 
deliveries throughout NW; Access, Visa, Credit 
Facilities. Open 1 0-6; 6 days. Send for free 
map and/or 5 page sale list lililil'i1 
HAL E HI-FI, 2 Bold St, Hale Road, Altringham, 
Cheshire WA14 2ER. Tel 0161 929 0834. Open 
Man-Sat 10-6 & later by appointment. 
Specialising in equipment by: Nairn, Quad, 
Royd, Nad, Denon plus selected others. Large 
range of quality accessories. On site service 
department. Installation & delivery. Home 
demonstrations a pleasure. 
NORMAN AUDIO, 106 Victoria Sir, Crewe. 
(01270) 211091 Fx (01270) 211795. For full 
details see our Lancashire entry. lililil'i1 
PETERS HI-FI, 4 SI Michaels Sq, Grosvenor 
Precinct, Chester,. (01244) 322063/319392. 
Arcam, Technics, Sony, Marantz, Dual, Denon, 
Tannoy, Wharfedale, Quad. 2 Single speaker 
Dem rooms, no appts nee, free installation 
service dept. Access, Visa, Amex. Peters 
credit chargecard. Man-Sat 9-5.30. 
THE HI-FI S HOWRO OMS, 12A West Sir, 
Congleton, Cheshire (01260) 280017. 
Celestion, Creek, Exposure, Musical Fidelity, 
Nairn, Project, Rote!, Royd, Ruark, Tannoy, 
T DL, Technics, Thorens, UKD opera. 5 Dem 
Rooms, Home trial, Free install, Service dept. 
Access, Visa, Lombard Tricity. Open 9-5:30, 
Closed Wed. 
SWIFT Hi-Fi, St Annes Parade, Wilmslow. 
(01625) 526213. Aura, B&W, Denon, Kenwood, 
Marantz, NAD, Pioneer, Rotel, 
Systemdek,Tannoy, Revolver, JPW. Open 
9:30am-6:00pm dem room. No pressure' 
lililil'i1 
WILMSLOW AUDIO Wellington Close, Dept 
HFC, Parkgate Trading Estate, Knutsford, 
Cheshire WA16 8DX. Tel (01565) 650605. Fax 
(01565) 65008. A wide range of hi-fi equip­
ment, drive units and loudspeakers. AT C, 
Celestion, Coles, Dynaudio, Jordan, KEF, More!, 
Peerless, RCL, Scanspeak, Seas, Volt. Over 30 
kits available. 4 Dem rooms, no appt neces­
sary. Please send for free catalogue. Major 
credit cards accepted. Closed Mondays. 
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CLEVELAND 
ACTION ACOUSTICS, 155-157 High Street, 
Redcar, Cleveland TS10 3AN. 01642 480723. 
Audio Innovations, Denon, Harman-Kardon, 
JBL, Michell, Musical Fidelity, Pink Triangle, 
Revox, Rogers, Sonic Link, Sugden, Thorens, 
Townshend etc. Dem Room. Appts nee. Home 
trial facilities, free installation, service dept. 
Access, Visa & H.P. Open 9.15-5.30. 
GILSON AUDIO LTD, 172 Borough Road, 
Middlesbrough. (01642) 248793. Exposure, 
Arcam, Mission, Denon, Marantz, NAD, Rote!, 
Pioneer, Audiolab, Tannoy, Teac, Yamaha. 
Micramega, Rei. Demonstration facilities in 
main shop and 2 dem. rooms, 1 AV room, appt 
nee, home trial facilities, free install. on 
request, service department. Access, Visa, HP. 
10-5 - 6  days. lililil'i1 

CORNWALL 
DEFINITIVE AUDIO, Cornwall, Near SI Austell, 
PL26 6R7. (01726) 844039. For audio compo­
nants/systems which actually work' Impulse, 
Micromega, OVA, Audio Innovations, Audio 
Note, Voyd, Systemdek, JPW, Silver Custom 
Design, DNM. Demonstration by apppointment 
only. Demonstrations throughout Cornwall, 
Free Installation. Service Facilities. 
RJF AUDIO VISUAL, 84 Pendarves Sir, Tucking 
Mill, Camborne, Cornwall TR14 8NJ. (01209) 
710777/612260. Audio Note, Audio 
Innovations, Impulse, TDL, Michell, Musical 
Fidelity,NAD, Nakamichi, Bower & Wilkins, 
SME, Micromega, Pink Triangle, Pro-jekt, 
Perception, Harman Kardon, Triangle. Integral 
Demo room/ showroom and special home 
dems. Appts nee, home trial, free install, ser­
vice dept. All cards, switch and transax. Open 
Mon-Sat 9.30-5.30. Please see advert in 
Dealer Guide. 

CUMBRIA 
PETER TYSON, 6 Abbey SI, Carlisle, Cumbria 
CA3 8TX. "Cumbria's premiere hi-fi centre". 
Part exchange welcome. (01228) 46756. Linn, 
Musical Fidleity, Gyrus, Marantz, Denon, 
Philips, Nakamichi, Technics, Pioneer, Creek & 
more. Dem room. Dems w/out obligation. 
Home trial, Free install. In-house service dept. 
Access & Visa. HP 9- 5.30pm. 

DEVON 
CHELSTON HI-FI 38 Walnut Road, Chelston, 
Torquay, Devon TQ2 6HS. Tel (01803) 606863. 
Where you can compare a range including 
Acoustic Energy, Bose, Castle, Celestion, 
Creek, Denon, Heybrook, JPW, Kenwood, 
Marantz, Musical Fidelity, Pioneer, Rotel, Sony 
etc. Two dem rooms (including AV room 25 x 
18ft. Free installation. Access, Visa, Amex, 
Diners. Credit facilities. 9.30 - 7.30. Mon-Fri. 
9.30-6.00 Sat. 
THE HI-FI ATTIC, 58 New George SI, 
Plymouth, Devon PL 1 1 RR. (01752) 669511. 
We stock most leading makes and have an 
expert enthusiastic staff. Premises include 
attractive hi-fi and home cinema demonstra­
tion rooms. We offer free installation and credit 
facilities (written details on request) also a fully 
equipped service department. We can also 
provide a mail order service for all your 
LaserDisc requirements.We accept Visa, 
Access, Amex. 
RADFORDS, 28 Cowick Street,St T homas, 



Exeter, EX4 1AL. Tel 01392 218895. Visit us for 
the largest range of Hi-Fi & Home Cinema 
equipment in the South-West. Demonstration 
rooms, Service depts, Home Installation 
Service, Access, Visa, Amex. Open 9.00-5.30 
Man-Sat. � 

RADFORDS, 107 Cornwall Street, Plymouth, 
PL 1 1 PA. Tel 01752 226011. Visit us for the 
largest range of Hi-Fi & Home Cinema equip­
ment in the South-West. Demonstration rooms, 
Service depts, Home Installation Service, 
Access, Visa, Amex. Open 9.00-5.30 Man-Sat. 
� 
RADFORDS, 6 Fore Street, St Marychurch, 
Torquay. Tel 01803 326723. Visit us for the 
largest range of Hi-Fi & Home Cinema equip­
ment in the South-West. Demonstration rooms, 
Service depts, Home Installation Service, 
Access, Visa, Amex. Open 9.00-5.30 Man-Sat. 
� 

DORSET 
DAWSONS, 23 Seamoor Road, Westbourr.e, 
Bournmouth, Dorset. (01202) 764965. B&O. 
Castle, Canon, Jamo, JBL, Pioneer, Sony, 
Target, TDL, Technics. No appts necessary. 
Free install, Service depart. Various credit facil­
ities available. Open 9-5.30 6 days a week. 
MIKE MANNING AUDIO New branch now open 
at: 128 Pool Road, Westbourne, Bournemouth. 
(01202) 751522. For details see main entry 
under Somerset. 
SUT T ONS HI-FI, 18 Westover Road, 
Bournemouth. 01202 555512. Linn, Arcam, 
Mission, Quad, Audiolab, Rotel, Yamaha, 
Denon,etc, 2 Single Speaker Listening Rooms, 
Home Demonstrations, Free lnstallations.Open 
Man-Sat 9-5:30. Call for details. � 

DURHAM 
HI-FI EX PERIENCE. 17 Coniscliffe Road, 
Darlington DL3 ?EE. Tel Help Line (01325) 
481418. Agencies include: Arcam, Audiolab, 
Bang & Olufsen, Celestion, Gyrus, Denon, 
Harman, IMF, KEF, Marantz, Mission, Musical 
Fidelity, Meridian, NAD, Pioneer, Quad, Rotel, 
Shearne, Tannoy, Yamaha. 3 listening rooms. 3 
years guarantee. Free delivery and simple 
installation North Yorks/South Durham. Home 
cinema specialist. � 

ESSEX 
AUDIO T, Gants Hill, 442-444 Cranbrook Rd, 
Gants Hill, llford, Essex 1G2 6LL. Tel: (0181) 
518 0915, Fax (0181) 554 8463. Great hi-li 
from Arcam, Audiolab, Gyrus, Denon, KEF, 
Marantz, Meridian, Mission, Micromega, 
Nakamichi, Yamaha & many more. Mon-Fri 10-
6, Sat 9.30-5.30. Trained staff. 3 year guaran­
tee on hi-li. Free delivery & installation. 30 day 
free upgrade scheme. Home demonstrations. 
Part exchange. Interest Free Credit on selected 
items. Listening room. Home Cinema special­
ists. Free membership of Club Audio T. BADA 
bonded. � 
BRENT WOOD HI-FIDELITY 2 lngrave Rd, 
Brentwood, Essex, CM15 BAT. (01277) 
221210. Audio Innovations, Denon, DNM, EAR, 
Marantz, Micromega, Mission, Pink Triangle, 
Quad. Tan nay plus many more. Single speaker 
dem rooms, home trials, evening appts (high 
end). home installations. Man-Sat 9.30-5.30 . 
Access. Visa. Service Facilities. Advice second 
to none � 
lYON AUDIO, 16 Peartree Business Cntre, 
Peartree Road, Stanway, Colchester, Essex 
C03 5JN.(01206) 560259. Mission, Arcam, 
Denon. Rotel, KEF. Rogers. NAD, Tannoy, 
Yamaha. Dual, Michel. Castle. Dem facilities. 
Man-Sat 9-6. Installations. Access, Visa. 
Instant credit. Service dept. 

vi rs :A 6 Vineyard St, Colchester, Essex. 
Tel (01206) 577519. Roksan, Nairn, Rega, 
Micromega. Arcam, Creek, Onix, Rotel, Denon. 
Ruark. Royd. Epos, Sound Organisation, Sound 
Factory. Chord Company, Audio Tee, Audio 
Technica. Mana Acoustics, Shahinian, 
Dynavector. Neat. Open 10-6 Man-Sat. � 

t �, ·F , 44a High Street, Rayleigh, 
Essex. (01268) 779762/747571. 216 
Moulsham St, On-the- Parkway, Chelmsford 
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(01245) 265245. 132-134 London Road, 
Southend- on-Sea. (01702) 435255. A&R, 
Audiolab, Gyrus, Denon, Epos, Linn, 
Marantz,Meridian, Mission, Nairn, Quad, Rega, 
Roksan, Royd. 0% finance. Excellent audio 
visual range, home cinema Dolby Pro-Logic, 
multi-room specialist. � 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 58 Bristol Road, 
Gloucester. (01452) 300046. All that's best in 
Hi-Fi carefully selected and demonstrated by 
friendly knowledgeable staff, at prices to suit 
all budgets. Delivery and installation, home 
dems, part exchange, in-house workshops, full 
credit facilities with interest free on selected 
items. lues-Sat 9.00-5.30. Closed Mon.� 
AUDIO T 40-42 Albion Street, Cheltenham, 
Gloucestershire GL52 2RQ. Tel: (01242) 
583960 Fx (01242) 226435. Great hi-li from 
Arcam, Audiolab, Aura, Denon, Epos, Linn, 
Marantz, Meridian, Mission, Quad, Rotel, 
Technics, Yamaha & many more. Mon-Fri 10-6, 
Sat 9.30-5.30. Trained staff. 3 year guarantee 
on hi-fi. Free delivery & installation. 30 day 
free upgrade scheme. Home demonstrations. 
Part exchange. Interest Free Credit on selected 
items. Listening room. Home Cinema special­
ists. Free membership of Club Audio T. BADA 
bonded. � 

HAMPSHIRE 
AUDIO SOUTH for further details see Surrey 
entry. 
AUDIO T, 4 Feathers Lane, Basingstoke, 
Hampshire RG21 1 AS. Tel (01256) 24311, Fx 
(01256) 24430. Great hi-fi from Arcam, Denon, 
Unn, Meridian, Mission, Nairn, Rotel, Technics, 
Yamaha & many more. Man-Sat 9.30-5.30. 
Trained staff. 3 year guarantee on hi-fi. Free 
delivery & install. 30 day free upgrade scheme. 
Home demonstrations. Part exchange. Interest 
Free Credit on selected items. Listening room. 
Home Cinema specialists. Free membership of 
Club Audio T. BADA bonded. � 
HAMPSHIRE AUDIO LTD. 2-12 Hursley Rd, 
Chandlers Ford, Hants S053 2FU. (01703) 
252827/265232. 3 hi-li and 2 home 
cinema/Dolby surround sound demo studios. 
'Winner for Southern England Sony/Hi-Fi News 
Dealer Awards.' Projection TV with 8' Screen. 
Thurs late eve, closed Man (except in Dec). 2-
year guarantee, service dept. on site, large free 
car park, junctions 4 (M27 /M3), 5(M27), 
12(M3), 13(M3) all within 3 miles. Est 1969. 
BADA Bonded. � 
JEFFERIES HI-FI 29 London Road, Portsmouth. 
P02 OBH. Tel (01705) 663604. Hi-li, home cin­
ema and multi-room specialist. Range includes 
Arcam, Beyer, Celestion, Denon, Dynaudio, 
KEF, Lexicon, Unn, Meridian, Mitsubishi, Nairn, 
Panasonic, Polk, Quad, Rega, REL, Rotel, Royd, 
Ruark, Sennheiser, Sony,Top Tape, Yamaha. 2 
dem rooms. Open lues-Sat, late night Wed. 
Free parking, bus route, credit facilities. 
Winner Sony/Hi-Fi News Best Southern Dealer. 
� 

HEREFORDSHIRE 
ENGLISH AUDIO. 37 Whitecross Road, Hereford 
HR4 ODG. (01432) 355081. Arcam, Audion, 
Audio Technica, Chord, Gyrus Centre, Denon, 
Exposure, Heybrook, JPW, KAR, KEF Reference, 
Marantz, Michi, Micromega, Mission, Musical 
Fidelity, Moth, NAD, Nakamichi, Orelle, Pink 
Triangle, Rogers, Rotel, Ruark, SME, Stax, 
Systemdek, Tannoy, TDL, Yamaha and others. 
Single Speaker Dem room. Home trial. Free 
install. Service dept. Access, Visa, Credit 
arranged. Open Man-Sat 1 Oam-6pm. � 

HERTFORDSHIRE 
ACOUSTIC ARTS LT D. 101 St AI bans Rd, 
Watford, Herts. (01923) 245250. Fax (01923) 
230798 Apogee, Aud10lab, Audio Research, 
B&W, Base, Castle, Celestion, Chord, Classe, 
Copland, Denon, KEF, Magneplanar, Marantz, 
Martin Logan, Michell, Micromega, Orelle, PS 
Audio, Professional Moitor, Roksan, Ruark, 
SME, Sonus Faber, Sonic Link, T DL, Theta, 
T horens, Wilson. 4 demonstration rooms. 
Purpose built AV studio. Credrt available, 100 

yards from Watford Junction station. Open 
lues-Sat 10-5:30 (Thursday open until 8pm). 
� 
AUDIO FILE, 27 Hockerill St, Bishops Stortford, 
Herts CM23 2DW (01279) 506576. 9.30-5.30 
open 6 days,9.30-8pm Thursdays. Linn, Nairn, 
Quad, Gyrus, Arcam, Roksan, Denon, Epos, 
KEF, Marantz, ProAc, Rega, Yamaha. 0% credit. 
� 
HAlEY AUDIO ltd, 328 Ware Road, Hailey, 
Hertford SG13 ?PG. Tel (01992) 442425, lax 
(01992) 448387. Enjoy choosing your system 
in one of our three listening rooms. Relax with 
coffee or something from the bar. 
Demonstrations include Lexicon CP3 with THX 
surround sound with the guaranteed deepest, 
tightest bass available. Choose your hi-li (top 
valves and MOSFETS), LD, CDi etc in a realistic 
domestic environment. Brands include; REL, 
AC Magnum, CR Devs, Rotel, Celestion, 
Micromega, Lumley Reference, Acoustic 
Energy, Royd, JPW, Sonic Link, Harmon, etc. 
We deliver anywhere in the UK for home audi­
tion, or mail order, Access, Visa etc. 
STUDIO 82 (Harpenden) Ltd, 82 High Street, 
Harpenden, Herts AL5 2SP. (01582) 764246, 
Fax (01582) 467022. Arcam, ATC, Audiolab, 
Aura, AVI, Bang & Olufsen, Blaupunkt, Base, 
B&W Castle, Chord Co, Denon, Epos, Harbeth, 
Marantz, Mission, NAD, Nairn Audio, 
Nakamichi, Panasonic, QED, Quad, Roberts 
Radio. Quiet single speaker dem room. Appts 
nee. Home trial, free install. Service Dept. Visa, 
Access & finance terms. Open 9-5.30pm 
(Man-Sat). � 

HUMBERSIDE 
ZEN AUDIO FIDE liTY George St, Hull. Tel 
01482 587397 - Evening (01964) 670849. 
Audiolab, Audio Innovations, Aura, B&W, 
Cabletalk, DPA, Heybrook, JPW, KAR, 
Micromega, Michell, Hannon Kardon, Impulse, 
Ruark, Totel, Sugden, Comfortable Listening 
Room, Home Trial facilities, free installations -
personal, friendly service. 

KENT 
ASHFORD SOUNDCRAFT HI-FI, 40 High Street, 
Ashford. Seeking music lovers, male or female 
any age, to share common interest in, musical 
Pro-aktiv Hi-Fi Systems, Multi Room or Home 
Cinema. Attractive unusual equipment in 
unusual setting, your place or ours, we guar­
antee lasting pleasure.Open Man-Sat, 
Appointment Service or just pop in.  Tel: 01233 
624441. � 
JOHN MARlEY HI-FI CENTRES, 2 Station Rd, 
West Canterbury (01227) 769329. Also at 
Dover - (01304) 207562. Arcam, Audiolab, 
Aura, B&W, Heybrook, JPW, NAD, Pro-Ac, 
Pioneer, Rotel, Ruark, Tannoy, TDL, Technics. 
Dem and home trial facilities. Man-Sat 9-5.30 
closed Thurs. Free install. Credit to £1 ,000. 
Access, Visa, Credit charge. Service dept. 
KIMBERlEY H I-FI, 193 Broadway, 
Bexleyheath, Kent. (0181) 304 3272. Pioneer, 
Technics, Ke nwood, Denon, NAD, Aiwa, 
Tannoy, Mission, Wharfedale, B&w Separate 
dem room, no appt nee. Free installation. 

Service Dept. Instant credit facilities. 9.30-
5.30. No early closing. 
V J HI-FI. 29 Guildhall St, Folkestone. (01303) 
256860. Mission, Kenwood, Tannoy, Marantz, 
Sony, Rogers, Denon, Musical Fidelity, Quad, 
Yamaha. Dem and home trial facilities, free 
local install. No appts necessary, service dept. 
Amex, Diners, Visa, Access, lnt free credit, 
Instant credit. Man-Sat 9-6. � 
V J HI-FI, 119 High Street Margate. (01843) 
226977. For full details see our above entry. 

G!Zil 

LANCASHIRE 
HElEN K O CZ UR, 161 Yorkshire Street, 
Rochdale, Lancashire. (01706) 42107. Harman 
Kardon, Quad, Revox, Aura, Teac, JBL, Tannoy 
- including Definition Range - B&W, KEF. 
Castle, Canon, Base, Nakamichi, Grundig large 
screen T Vs. Two demo rooms, service dept. 
home installations and free delrvery. Man-Sat 
9-5.30 Closed Tuesdays. Visa, Access. Credrt 
facilities. 
NORMAN AUDIO 131 Frrargate, Preston. Lanes 
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PR1 2EE. Tel (01772) 253057. Fx (01772) 
562731. Marantz, Pioneer, Yamaha, Audiolab, 
Arcam, Mission, Gyrus, B&W, KEF. Send for 
catalogue. Home cinema demo room. No 
appointment nee, home trial facilities, free 
installation. Instant credit subject to status. 
Open 9.30-5.30, late night Wed till 8pm. � 
NORMAN AUDIO, also at 216 Church Street, 
Blackpool, Tel (01253) 295661, Fx (01253) 
295722. � 

LEICESTERSHIRE 
LEICESTER HI-FI CO, 6 Silver Walk, St Martins 
Square, Leicester LEt SEW. Tel: (0116) 
2539753. Fax (0116) 2626097. Acoustic 
Energy, Arcam, Marantz, Micromega, 
Mission/Gyrus, Musical Fidelity, Nakamichi. 
Exposure, Rogers, Roksan, "and oodles more". 
2 Dem rooms, home trial arranged, free install, 
service dept, Credit facilities, Access, Visa, 
Diners, Amex, 6 days 9.30-5.30. � 
LISTEN INN. 6 Hotel Street, Leicester. (0116) 
2623754 (Fax) 0116 623758. Linn, Arcam, 
Royd, Heybrook, Creek, Neat, Mission, Gyrus, 
Audiolab, Quad, Denon, etc. 2 Dem Rooms. 

� 
SOUN D A DVICE, T h e  Factory, Duke St, 
Loughborough LE11 1 EO. (01509) 218254. 
Shahinian, Rega, Nairn, Linn, Royd, Yamaha, 
Rotel, Arcam, Nakamichi, JPW. 3 demonstra­
tion areas, no appts necessary, free installa­
tion, service department. Lombard credit 
charge, Access, Visa. Mon-Fri 9.30-6.00, Sat 
9.30-5.30. 
STEREO SHACK, 1-3 Guildhall Lane, Leicester. 
Tel (0116) 2530330. Aiwa, A.R.,  Denon, 
Kenwood, Jamo, Mission, NAD, Phillips, 
Pioneer, Rotel, AN Speciality. Free Install Open 
9.30 - 5.30 6 days. Credit available. 

LINCOLNSHIRE 
BOSTON HI-FI CENTRE, 65a Wide Bargate, 
John Adams Way, Boston, Lines PE21 6SG. 
(01205) 365477. Denon, Quad, Nakamichi, 
Arcam, Onyoko, Marantz, NAD, Castle, Tannoy, 
Rogers, etc. Separate demo studio. Home trial. 
Free installation. Access, Visa. lues-Sat 9-
5pm. 
STAMFORO HI-FI CENTRE, 9 Red Lion Square, 
Stamford, Lines PE9 2AJ. (01780) 62128. 
Pioneer, Technics, Marantz, Gyrus-Mission, 
Rotel, NAD, Yamaha, Kenwood, Quad, plus all 
major speaker manufacturers. Expert advice, 
comparator demonstrations, on two floors, part 
exchange Hi-Fi  purchased for cash. No 
appointments necessary, home trial facilities, 
free installation, service department. 
Mastercard, Visa & credit charge,. finance 
available. Man-Sat 9-5.30pm, closed 
Thursdays. 
SUPERFI, 271A High Str, Lincoln LN2 1JG. 
(01522) 520265. See main entry under 
Nottinghamshire for full details. 

LONDON 
ANAlOG AUDIO 849 High Road, Finchley, N12 
0181-445 3267. For friendly service and 
advice. AKG, Arena, Audio Technica, Beyer, 
Denon, Dual, Goodmans, Harman-Kardon, 
JPW, JBL, Jamo, Kenwood, Lift, Marantz, NAD, 
Ortofon, Pioneer, Rotel, Sennheiser, Thorens, 
Teac, Tannoy, TDL, Wharfedale, Vivanco, 
Yamaha. Large range of hi-fi accessories. 
AUDITORIUM 119 Middlesex St, Bishops Gate, 
London Et 7JF. Tel: 0171 -247 5000; Fax 
0171-247 0990. 2 m ins walk from Liverpool St 
station. Friendly and professional advice on all 
your hi-fi, home cinema and television require­
ments. Experienced engineers for all your 
multi-room and multi-broadcast installation 
needs. Range includes Arcam, Bang & Olufsen, 
Gyrus. Denon, KEF, Micromega, Mission, Nairn 
Audio, Neat Acoustics, Pioneer, REL, Shahinian. 
Mon-Fri 10 30am-7.00pm; Sat 11.00am-
4.00pm. See our main advert for further details. 
AUDIO T 190 West End Lane, West 
Hampstead, London NW6 1 SQ. (0 171) 794-
7848. Fx (0171) 431-3570. Great hl-fr from 
Arcam, Audiolab, Aura, B&W, Denon. Epos, 
Lrnn. Marantz, Meridian, Mission, Rotel, 
Mrcromega, Nakamichi, Yamaha & many more. 
Man-Sat 10-6. Trained staff. 3 year guarantee 



on hi-li. Free delivery & installation. 30 day 
free upgrade scheme. Home demonstrations. 
Part exchange. Interest Free Credit on selected 
items. 2 listening rooms. Home Cinema spe­
cialists. Free membership of Club Audio T. 
BADA bonded. li1.ili1i1 

BILLY VEE SOUND SYSTEMS, 248 Lee High 
Road, Lewisham, London SE13 5PL. 0181-318 
5755/0181-852 1321. Arcam, Denon, Marantz, 
Linn, Mission, Gyrus, Naim, Nakamichi, Quad, 
Rega, etc. 2 domestic style listening lounges. 
Appts required, service dept, home trial facili­
ties, lnt. free credit, instant credit. Access, 
Visa. Open M on-Sat 10-6.30, Closed Thurs. 

li1iWi1 
THE CORNFLAKE SHOP, 37 Windmill Street 
Fitzrovia, London W1P 1HH. Tel 0171-631 
0472, Fax 0171-436 7165. Open Tues-Sat 10-
6, 10-7 Thurs. The specialists for the highest 
quality of sound, for one room or many more. 
Friendly advice, full delivery and installation 
service available. 2 listening rooms (appoin­
ments preferred). service department, home 
trial facility. Access, Visa, Amex, Switch. 
Worlwide mail order service. Brands carried 
include; AT C, AVI, Arcam, Mark 
Levinson/Proceed, Naim, Nakamichi, Rega, 
Royd, and many more ... 
GRAHAMS HI-FI, Canonbury Yard, 190a New 
North Rd, London N1. 0171-226 5500. Winner 
Sony/HFN Greater London Dealer Award 
1986/S9/90. "One of the 5 best hi-fi shops in 
the world". Arcam, Linn, Meridian, Naim, 
Rega, etc. Systems from £500. FREE PARKING, 
4 dem rooms, service dept, open Tues-Sat. 
RING FOR APPOINT li1iWi1 

HI-FI & COMPON ENTS, 84 Battersea Rise, 
London, SW11 1 EH. Tel: 0171 2231 110. 
Denon, Harman Kardon,Tannoy, Kenwood, 
Rotel, NAD, Wharfedale, Dual, Shure, Ortofon, 
Celestion, etc. Appts nee, Service Dept. 
Access, Visa, Diners, Am ex, Open 10-6 Closed 
Wed. 
HI-FI EXPERIENCE, Lion House, 227 Tottenham 
Court Road, London W1 P -HX. Tel Help Line 
0171-580 3535 24 hour, lax 0171-436 4733. 
Agencies include: Arcam, Audiolab, Bang & 
Olufsen, Castle, Celestion, Chord, Gyrus, Denon, 
Heybrook, Harman, IMF, KEF, Marantz, Mission, 
Musical Fidelity, Meridian, Nakamichi, Nad, 
Pioneer, Quad, Rotel, Shearne, Tannoy, TDL, 
Yamaha. 8 listening rooms, 3 years guarantee. 
Free delivery and simple installation (M25 
periphery), home cinema specialist. li1iWi1 

INFIDELIT Y, 9 High Str, Hampton Wick, 
Kingston-upon-Thames. (01S1) 943 3530. For 
full details see entry under SURREY. li1iWi1 

K.J. WEST ONE , 26 New Cavendish St, 
London, W1 M 7LH. (0171) 4S6 S262/63. Fax 
(0171) 4S7 3452. Most established brands 
stocked. Two Hi-Fi and one Home Cinema 
dem' studios Appts nee Home trial. Free instal­
lation. Service dept. Major credit cards. 
Interest free crdeit usually available - ask for 
details. Mon-Sat 1 0-6pm. (Late night Thurs till 
?pm) 
KAMLA 251 Tottenham Court Rd, London, W1 P 
9AD. Tel: 0171-323 2747. Kenwood, Pioneer, 
JVC, Philips, Toshiba, Boston, B&W, AR, 
Mitsubishi. Demonstration room available. 
Appts required. Service dept. Access, Visa, 
Amex, Diners. Open Mon-Sat 9-6. 
KRAFT 1 Montpelier Street, Knightsbridge, 
London SW7 1 EX. Tel: 0171-581 8877 Fax: 
0171-581 9292. Absolutely fabulous hi-li for 
absolutely fabulous people. Acoustic Energy, 
Denon, Final 1.2, Grundig TV, Linn hi-li, Linn 
Knekt systems, Mark Levinson, Nakamichi, 
Proceed, Sennheiser 'Orpheus', Terzani light­
ing. Multi-room and home theatre specialists. 
Custom furniture. Mon-Sat 10 till 7. All major 
cards, finance lacilities. 
MUSICAL IMAGES LTO, 173 Station Road, 
Edgware. 0181-952 5535, lax 0181-951 5864 
& 45 High Street, Hounslow, Middlesex. 0181-
569 5802, lax 0181-569 6353. See under 
Middlesex for further information. Main autho­
rised dealers for over 100 manufacturers. 
ORANGES & LE MONS, 61-63 Webbs Road, 
Battersea SW11 Tel 0171-924 2040/3665. 
Juicy fruit from London's newest, freshest hi­
li/home cinema retailer. Telephone demonstra­
tions or just pop in. All the usual, ie friendly 
and efficient service, free home installation, 
credit cards, plus all the very best from: Cable 
Talk, Chord Go, Demion, Epos, Mission, NAD, 
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Naim, Roksan, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, Soundstyle, 
Stands Unique, with more to come. The innov­
ative AudioNisual retailer. 
SON ET LUMIERE 67 Tottenham Court Rd, 
London W1 P 9PA (next to Goodge St 
Underground station.) Tel 0171 580 9059. 
Superb demonstration rooms (appointment 
preferred) and home demonstrations. B&O, 
Linn, Naim, Rega, Micromega, Amex, Diners, 
Access, Visa. Credit facilities available - details 
on request. 
SOUND SENSE, 350 Edgeware Road, London 
W2 1 DX. (0171) 402 2100. Alphason, B&W, 
Kenwood, Nakamichi, Celestion, Denon, 
Monitor Audio, Marantz, NVA, Sony ES , 
Yamaha. Appts preferred. Installations avail­
able. Access, Visa, Standard credit facilities. 
Mon-Sat 9.30-6.30. 
STUDIO 99, 79-81 Fairfax Road, Swiss 
Cottage, London NW6. 0171-624 8855, Fax 
0171-624 5315. Naim, Meridian, Quad, 
Mission/Gyrus, Rega, KEF, Arcam, Epos, 
Acoustic Energy, Yamaha, Nakamichi, NAD, 
Sonus Faber, B&O etc. Single speaker dem 
room, AV demos. Multiroom. Service dept. 
Visa/Access credit facilities. 10-7 Mon-Fri, 
1 0-6 Sat. li1iWi1 

THOMAS HEINITZ, 35 Moscow Rd, Bayswater, 
London (Off Queensway) W2 4AH 0171 229 
2077 Open Tues-Sat 10.30-6.30. 

UXBRIDGE AUDIO - CHISWICK, 109 Chiswick 
High Road, Chiswick, W4 2ED (0181) 742 3444 
Fax (0181) 742 3295. 2 Demo Rooms, 
Installations, 2 Year Guarantee, 7 day 
exchange. Major credit cards, Tues - Sat 10 -
6, li1iWi1 

ZEBRA, 18-24 Brighton Road, South Croydon 
CR2 6AA. 0181 688 2093. Audio lab, Arcam, 
KEF Reference, Lexicon, Meridian, Micromega, 
Panasonic, Pioneer, REL, Rotel, Sony, Tannoy, 
and large range of AV equipment. 52 Air 
Conditioned Demo Rooms. in a more casual 
environment. Service department. The UK's 
leading home cinema centre. Mon-Sat 9.30-
6.00. Access, Visa, Switch & instant credit up 
to £1 000 subject to status. 

GREATER MANCHESTER 
AUDIO COUNSEL, 14 Shaw Road, Oldham, Oll 
3LQ. Tel: (0161) 633 2602 Fax: (0161) 633 
2502. Linn, Naim, Rega, Arc?m, Rotel, Royd, 
Mission, Micromega, Maraniz, Shahinian, 
Celestion, Nakamichi, Dynavector. Free instal­
lation. Record club. Major credit cards and 
credit facilities. Open Tuesday-Saturday 10.00 
to 5.30, 8pm on Thurs. li1iWi1 

AUDIO COUNSEL 14 Stockport Road, Cheadle, 
Cheshire OL 1 3LQ. Tel: (0161) 428 7887. Linn, 
Naim, Rega, Arcam, Rotel, Royd, Mission, 
Micromega, Marantz, Shahinian, Celestion, 
Nakamichi, Dynavector. Free installation. 
Record club. Major credit cards and credit 
facilities. Open Tuesday-Saturday 10.00 to 
5.30, 8pm on Thurs. li1iWi1 
CE NTRAL RADIO , 30-32 Shudehill, 
Manchester M4 1EY. Tel 0161 834 6700. 
Technics, Kenwood, Pioneer, Aiwa, Marantz, 
Mission, B&W, Wharfedale, JBL, Thorens, 
Panasonic, etc. TV video, surround sound, AV 
systems, service dept, free delivery. Access, 
Visa, Switch finance. Mon-Sat 9-5.30. 
SW • OF WILMSLOW 4-8 St Annes Parade, 
Wilmslow. (01625) 526213. Aura, B&W, 
Denon, Kenwood, Marantz, NAD, Pioneer, 
Rotel, Tannoy, Revolver, JPW. Open 9:30am-
6:00pm 2 dem rooms. No pressure' Wllil 

MIDDLESEX 
AUDIO 159a Chase Side, Enfield, Middlesex 
EN20PW. (0181) 367-3132, Fax (0181) 367-
1638. Great hi-li from Arcam, Audiolab, 
Celestion, Gyrus, Oenon, Linn, Marantz, 
Meridian, Micromega, Mission, Philips, Rote!, 
Yamaha & many more. Mon-Fri 10-6 Sat 9.30-
5.30. Trained staff. 3 year guarantee on hi-li. 
Free delivery & installation. 30 day free 
upgrade scheme. Home demonstrations. Part 
exchange. Interest Free Credit on selected 
items. 2 listening rooms. Home Cinema spe­
cialists. Free membership of Club Audio T. 
BADA bonded. li1iWi1 

HARROW AUDIO, 27 Springfield Rd, Harrow. 
(0181) 863 0938. Mon-Sat 9.30-5.30. A&R, 
Audiolab, Gyrus, Denon, Epos, Monitor Audio, 
Musical Fidelity, Nakamichi, Quad, Rote!, 
Tannoy, Thorens, Yamaha. etc. li1iWi1 

MUSICAL IMAGES LTD , 45 High Street, 
Hounslow, Middlesex TW3 11R. (0181) 569 
5802. FAX (0181) 569 6353. Authorised dealer 
for over 1 00 brands. Interest free credit, any­
where in the UK, subject to status. Demo 
rooms including big screen TVs. Repairs and 
service. Open all week including Sundays. 
Home cinema specialist. Mail order world 
wide. Part exch. Musical Images club. 
MUSICAL IMAGES LTO, 173 Station Road, 
Edgware HAS 7JX Tel: 0181-952 5535. Fax: 
0181-951 5864. 
RIVERSIDE HI-FI LTD, 422 Richmond Road, 
East Twickenham, Middlesex TW1 2EB. Tel. 
(0181) 892 7613. Fax (0181) 892 7749. A.R., 
Arcam, Audio Innovations, Castle, Qual, Oenon, 
KEF, Luxman, Michell, Musical Fide lity, 
Micromega, Marantz, Nakamichi, Rotel, 
Spender, Systemdek, Tannoy, Yamaha. One 
demo room, in-car demo for car hi-li systems. 
Appts not always necessary. Home trial facili­
ties. Free installation, service dept. Lombard 
Tricity, Access, Visa, Amex, Diners Club. Man-
Sat 9.30-6, Thurs. Fri 9.30-7. li1iWi1 

MERSEYSIDE & THE WIRRAL 
B E TTER HI-F I, 16 Cook Street, Liverpool 
L29RF. 0151-227 5007. Stockists of Naim, 
Rega, Arcam, Kef, Linn, Royd, Micromega, 
Audiolab, plus many more. 0% finance. We sell 
great hi-li and serve excellent coffee. 
PETERS HI-FI 11 Werburgh Sq, Grange 
Precinct, Birkenhead. 0151-647 5626. 9-5.30 
closed Thurs. See Cheshire entry for full 
details. 
PE TERS HI-FI, 11 St Werburgh Squ, 
Birkenhead. Also at 8 High Str, Bromborough. 
0151-334 1S74/2S25. Open 9-5.30 6 days a 
week. See Cheshire entry for details. 

WEST MIDLANDS 
AMADEUS SOUND & VISION, 10 Bold mere 
Road, Sutton Goldfield, West Midlands. 0121-
354 2311. Audio Innovations, aura, B&O, B&W, 
Castle, Marantz, Micromega, Musical Fidelity, 
Nakamichi, Harman Kardon, QED. Single 
speaker demo, appts preferred, service avail­
able, installations, B&O link install, home trials. 
Access, Visa, interest free credit available sub-
ject to status. 9.30-6pm, 6 days. Wllil 

FRANK HARVEY HI-FI EXCELLENCE. 163 Spon 
Street, Coventry CU1 3BB. (01203) 
525200.FAX 01203 631403. Audiolab, Arcam, 
Bang & Olufson, Mission-Gyrus, Denon, 
Marantz, Meridian, Nakamichi, NAD, Quad, 
Rega, Rotel, Yamaha. 3 floors, 3 demonstration 
rooms, nice staff, nice coffee. Appts nee, ser­
vice dept, free install, home trial facilities. All 
credit facilities available. Mon-Sat 9.30-5.30. 
Wed til Spm. li1iWi1 

GRIFFIN AUDIO LT D 94 Bristol Street, 
Birmingham. (0121) 692 1359/(0121) 622 
2230. Arcam,Castle, Denon, Linn, Marantz, 
Naim, Quad, Shahinians, Rega, Rotel. Open 
Tues-Sat 1 0-6. Wllil 

MUSIC MAT T ERS, 351 Hagley Road, 
Edgbaston, Birmingham B17 SOL. (0121) 429 
2811 Rotel, Denon, Lexicon, Tannoy, Ruark, 
Alchemist, Exposure, Pioneer, Roksan, 
Nakamichi, Arcam, Audiolab, Musical Fidelity, 
Mission/Gyrus, Meridian, KEF, Monitor Audio, 
Pink Tnangle. 2 single speaker luxury demo 
rooms. Appts nee, home trial facilities, free 
installation, service dept. Access, Visa, instant 
credit up to £1000, interest free credit avail­
able. Tue-Thur 10.30-6, Fri 1 0.30-S, Sat 10-6. 
Branches also at: 93-95 Hobs Moat Road, 
Solihull, W Midlands B92 HJI. 0121-742 0254. 
156-157 Lower High Str, Stourbridge, W 
Midlands D18 1TS. (013S4) 444184. li1iWi1 

NORFOLK 
AUDIBLE DIFFERENCE, Near Diss, Norfolk. Tel 
(01379) 740227. Absolute Sounds, Audion, Art 
Audio, ATC, Audio Innovations, Audio Note, AVI, 
DPA, EAR, Impulse, LFD, Pink Triangle, Roksan, 
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SME, Tube Technology. Full demonstration 
facilities including evenings. Appts required, 
free installation, home trial facilities. Open 
Mon-Fri 12-9pm, Sat 9-5pm. 
AUDIO IMAGES, 7 All Saints Rd, South 
Lowestoft, Suffolk NR33 ODL. Tel: 01502 
582853. For full details see our main entry 
under Suffolk. 
BASICALLY SOUND, The Old School, School Rd, 
Bracon Ash, Norwich NR14 SHE. (0150S) 
570S29. Audio Alchemy, Arcam, Micromega, 
Naim, Denon, Spender, Audiolab, Sound 
Organisation, Epos, Rotel, Royd, Heybrook, 
TDL, Nakamichi, etc. 2 comprehensive dem 
rooms. Home trial. Free installation. Visa, 
Access, HP facilities. Tues-Sat 9.30-1, 2-5.30. 

li1iWi1 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
CLASSIC HI-FI + VID EO, School Lane, 
Kettering, Northants. (01536) 31 OS55. Aura, 
B&W, Heybrook, Rotel, Yamaha, Onkyo, Nad, 
Pioneer, Marantz, Kenwood, Kef, Shearne, 
Sugden, Teac, Muscial Tech, JBL, Harman 
Kardon, Rogers and many more. Home trial, 
free instal., service dept. Access, Visa, credit 
facs. 9.30-5 .30pm. 
LISTEN INN, 32A Gold Street, Northampton. 
(01604) 37S71 (Fax) (01604) 601430 . Linn, 
Naim, Rega, Epos, Royd, Mission, Gyrus, 
Arcam, Audiolab, Neat , Creek, Quad, Denon 
etc. 2 Dem Rooms li1iWi1 

NOTIINGHAMSHIRE 
DEFINITIVE AUDIO, (01159) S13562. For a 
carefully considered approach to building a 
true hi-fidelity audio system with components 
derived from the following manufacturers; 
Audio Innovations, Snell, Wadia, Micromega, 
Deltec, Voyd, Systemdek, SME, Revox, Ortofon, 
Pioneer. Demos by appt. Please phone for fur­
ther details. Install free of charge. Mon-Sat 10-
7, closed Wed am. 
NOTIINGHAM HI-FI CENTRE, 120-122 Alfreton 
Road, Nottingham. (0115) 97S6919. The area's 
oldest established specialist (Est. 1969). Two 
superb demo rooms, easy free parking. 
Stockists of: Arcam, Audiolab, Celestion, 
Denon, Kenwood, KEF, Linn, Marantz, Mission­
Gyrus, Michell, NAD, Nakamichi, Rotel, Tannoy, 
Sennheiser. Mon-Sat 9.00-5.30. li1iWi1 

PETER ELLIS AUDIO 29 Kirkgate Newark, 
Nottingham, NG24 lAD (0636 704571) Quad, 
Castle, Arcam, Audio Innovations, JVC, QED, 
Sugden, Tannoy, TDL, Thorens, Marantz, 
Denon, Teac. Demo room, Free install, Service 
Department. Home cinema dem room. Home 
trial facilities. Switch, American Express, 
Access. Visa, Mon-Sat 9-5:30 Close at 1:OOpm 
on Thursday. 
WOLLATON AUDIO, 134 Parkside, Wollaton, 
Notts NG8 2NP. Tei/Fax (01159) 2S4147. Audio 
Valve amplifiers, Clements loudspeakers, 
Maplenoll turntables, Monarchy digital, XLO 
cables. Demonstrations by appointment. Home 
trial facilities. Call us for details. 

OXFORDSHIRE 
ASTLEY AUD IO LTD , 3 Marketplace, 
Wallingford. (01491) S39305. Aura, B&W, JPW, 
Technics, Panasonic, Pioneer, Kenwood, 
Marantz, Sony, Yamaha, Denon, Dual, Mission, 
TOL, Tannoy. Home trial, free installation. 
Service dept. Access, Visa, Amex, Diners. 
Instant credit. Tue-Fri 9-5.30, Sat 9-5. Records 
& COs stocked. 
AUDIO 19 Old High Str, Headington, Oxford 
OX3 9HS. (01865) 65961, Fx (01S1) 60415. 
Great hi-li from Arcam, Audiolab, Gyrus, 
Denon, Kef, Linn, Marantz, Meridian, Mission, 
Rote!, Yamaha & many more. Mon-Fri 10-6, 
Sat 9.30-5.30. Trained staff. 3 year guarantee 
on hi-li. Free delivery & installation. 30 day 
free upgrade scheme. Home demonstrations. 
Part exchange. Interest Free Credit on selected 
items. 2 listening rooms. Home Cinema spe­
cialists. Free membership of Club Audio T. 
BADA bonded. li1iWi1 

'"EPTU l E HI I. 3 Church Lane, Banbury, 
OX16 8LR. (01295) 27215S. Arcam, Heybrook, 
Mission, Quad, Denon, Linn Products, Naim 



Audio, Epos, Meridian, Nakamichi. For sensible 
unbiased advice, call Oxfordshire's audio 
experts. Superb demo facilities. No appts nee, 
service dept, free install, home trial. 
AccessNisa, instant credit. Mon-Fri 10-6, Sat 
9.30-5.30. mm� 
OXFORD AUDIO CONSULTANTS, Cantay Hse, 
Park End Street, Oxford OX1 1 JE. (01865) 
790879 lax (01865) 791665. Quad, Denon, 
Spender, Aura, Micromega, Ruark, B&W, Pink 
Triangle, Roksan, Krell, Sonus Faber NAD, 
Rotel, Musical Fidelity, Pioneer, Marantz, 
Rogers, TDL. Demo room. Home trial and free 
installation. Instant credit, Access, Amex, Visa. 
10-6 Men-Sat. mml 
RADFORDS, 6 South Parade, Summertown, 
Oxford, OX2 ?JR. Tel 01865 511241. Visit us 
for the largest range of Hi-Fi & Home Cinema 
equipment in the South-West. Demonstration 
rooms, Service depts, Home Installation 
Service, Access, Visa, Amex. Open 9,.00-5.30 
Men-Sat. mml 
WESTWOOD AND MASON, 46 George St, 
Oxford. Tel: (01865) 247783. Aura, Arcam, 
Denon, Epos, Royd, Marantz, Mission, Monitor 
Audio, Nakamichi, Nairn, Quad, Rotel, Rega, 
Tannoy, Teac. Open 1 0-5pm. De m room. 
Closed Thur. 

SHROPSHIRE 
AVON HI-FI, 12 Barker Street,Shrewsbury, 
Shropshire SY1 1 QJ. (01743) 355166. NAD, 
Quad, B&W, Kenwood, Aiwa, Base, Nakamichi, 
Onkyo. Dem room. Home trial. Free install. 
Service dept. Access, Visa. £1000 instant 
credit. Men, Tues, Wed, Fri, Sat 9-5.30. 
CREATIVE AUDIO, 9 Dogpole, Shrewsbury. 
(01743) 241924. One of the largest ranges of 
quality hi-li/audio visual equipment outside of 
London. Arcam, Audiolab, Celestion, Gyrus, 
Denon, Epos, KEF, Meridian, Mission, Nad, 
Nairn, Quad, Rega, Roksan, Rotel. Comfortable 
listening room, home installation, specialist 
workshop and service department. 
AccessNisa/Switch/Amex and low cost finance 
from £350 up to £15,000. lues-Sat 9.30-5.30. 

SOMERSET 
MIKE MANNING AUDIO, 110 Middle Street, 
Yeovil, Somerset BA20 1 NE. (01935) 79361, 
Fax (01935) 32923, Mobile(0850) 325965. 
Nairn, Roksan, Pink Triangle, A+R (Arcam), 
ATC, AVI, NAD, Pioneer, Rotel, Denon, etc. 
Dedicated listening lounge, for relaxed and 
unpressured demonstrations. Appts not usually 
nee. but best to phone first. Home trial facili­
ties on request, free installation, service 
department. Instant credit, Access & Visa, 
etc.9-5.30 closed Mondays. 

STAFFORDSHIRE 
GRANGE HI-FI LTD, 153 Branston Rd, Burton­
on-Trent, Staffordshire DE14 3DQ. (01283) 
533655. Albarry, Audio Innovations, Arcam, 
Castle, Denon, JPW, Marantz, Mission, Moth, 
Pink Triangle, Pioneer, Rogers, Systemdek, 
SME, TDL, Yamaha. Home cinema and hi-li 
demo rooms, appts nee on Sat, Service dept 
Access, Visa, interest free credit available, 
subject to status. Open lues-Sat 9.00-5.30pm. 

ll1ili1io1 

SUFFOLK 
AUDIBLE DIFFERENCE, Near Diss, Norfolk -
see main entry under Norfolk. 
AUDIO IMAGES, 7 All Saints Rd. Pakefield, 
South Lowestoft, Suffolk NR33 6JL. Tei/Fax: 
01502 582853. Quad, Triangle, Arcam, Castle, 
Rotel, Moth, JPW, Finlux, Audio Innovations, 
plus the amazing Rothwell range. Separate 
demo room, no appts nec.1 0-6.30 Tue-Thur, 
?pm Fri, 6pm Sat. 
BASICAh SOUND. The Old School, School Rd, 
Bracon Ash, Norwich. (01508) 570829. For full 
details see entry under Norfolk. ll1ili1io1 
BURY AUDIO, 47 Churchgate SI, Bury SI 
Edmonds, Suffolk, IP33 1 RG. Tel (01284) 
724337. Arcam, Castle, Heybrook, LFD, 
Marantz, Meridian, Monitor Audio. Michell, 
Musical Fidelity, Orelle, Pink Triangle, Proac, 
Ouad, Rotel, Ruark, Target, van den Hul, etc. 
Single Speaker Room. No appointments neces­
sary. Home trial lac. Free Installation. Access, 

DEALER 
Directory 

Visa, Switch. 9.30-6pm Men-Sat. Closed Wed 
EASTERN AUDIO, 41 Bramford Rd, Ipswich. 
(01473) 217217.Established nearly 20 years. 
Easy parking, dem room. Men-Sat 9.30-6. 
Quad, Arcam, Marantz, Meridian, Denon, 
Nakamichi, Audiolab, Technics, NAD, TDL, 
Celestion, Mission and B&W. liTili1i1 

SURREY 
AUDIO SOUTH, 24 (The Woolmead) East Sir, 
Farnham, Surrey GU9 ?n. (01252) 714555. 
Audio Note, Deltec, JPW, Marantz, Rotel, Teac, 
etc. AV specialist. Dem room and evening 
appointments available. Home trial facilities. 
Free installation. Access, Visa. 10.30-6 M on­
Sat. 
INADEUTY, 9 High Sir, Hampton Wick, Kingston 
Upon Thames, Surrey. Tel: (0181) 943 3530. 
Arcam, Creek, Epos, Heybrook, Micromega, 
Nairn Audio, Roksan, Rega Research, 
Shaninian, T EAC. Single speaker listening 
room. Appts pref, free installation, service dept. 
Major credit cards. Closed M on, Tue-Fri 10.30-
7, Sat 10-6. ll1ili1io1 
P J HI-FI - the Hi-Fi Shop, 3 Bridge St, Guildford, 
Surrey GU1 4RY. (01483) 504801/304756. 9-6 
Men-Sat. Linn, Meridian, Arcam, Quad, Revox, 
Rotel, NAD, Nakamichi, Marantz, Yamaha, 
Deltec, Rega, Audiolab,Mission/Cyrus. ll1ili1io1 

RIVERSIDE HI-FI, 422 Richmond Road, East 
Twickenham. TW1 2EB. Tel: (0181) 892 7613. 
Fax: (0181) 892 7749. See main entry under 
Middlesex. ll1ili1io1 
ROGERS HI-FI, 13 Bridge Street, Guildford, 
Surrey. (01483) 61049. Aiwa, Creek, Denon, 
JPW, Marantz, Micromega, Rogers, TEAC, 
Pioneer, Systemdek, Tannoy. Demonstration 
facilities available, no appointment necessary. 
Free installation. Service department. 
AccessNisa. Instant credit up to £1,000 subject 
to status. Monday-Saturday 9.30-6pm, later by 
appointment. 
SPALDINGS HI-FI, 352-4 Lower Addiscombe 
Rd, Croydon, Surrey CRO 7AF. 0181-654 
1231/2040. Linn Nairn, Quad, Meridian, 
Audiolab, Mission, Marantz, Denon, Ruark, 
Tannoy, Arcam. 3 dem rooms including AV 
room. Service dept, free install, home trial 
facilities, appointments advisable. Access, Visa, 
Amex, Interest free credit, instant credit. Men­
Sat 9-5.45. Tues-8. Closed Wed. Service dept. 

ll1ili1io1 
SURBITON PARK RADIO, 48 Surbiton Rd, 
Kingston-Upon- Thames, Surrey. (0181) 546 
5549. Quad, Castle, Dual, Denon, Kenwood, 
Mordaunt-Short, Rotel, Pioneer, QED, B&W, 
Tannoy. Demo facilities. Access, Visa. 9.30-
5.00 Men-Sat. Service dept. 
ZEBRA 18-24 Brighton Road, South Croydon 
CR2 6AA. 0181 688 2093. See main entry 
under London. 
SURREY HI-FI, 45 High St, Godstone, Surrey 
RH9 8LS. (Just off M25). (01883) 744755. 
Musical Fidelity, Quad, JPW, Audiolab, Base, 
Tube Technology, Sennheiser, REL, TDL, KEF, 
Tannoy, Denon, Nakamichi, Thorens, Target, 
Marantz, Michell, Beyer Dynamic headphones, 
Sound Style, van den Hul cables. For directions 
please see our advert in the Dealer Guide. 

SUSSEX (EAST) 
JEFFRIES HI H. 69 London Road, Brighton BN 1 
4JE. (01273) 609431. Hi-li, home cinema and 
multi-room specialist. Range includes Arcam, 
Beyer, Celestion, Denon, KEF, Kinshaw, 
Lexicon, Linn, Meridian, Mitsubishi, Nairn, 
Panasonic, Polk, Rega, REL, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, 
Sennheiser, Shahinian, Sony, Top Tape. 2 dem 
rooms. Open Tues-Sat, late night Wed. Free 
parking, bus route, credit facilities. Winner 
Sony/Hi-Fi News Best Southern Dealer. ll1ili1io1 
JErFRI�S 4 Albert Parade, Green Street. 
Eastbourne BN21 1 SO. (01323) 31336, Fax 
(01323) 416005. Hi-li, home cinema and multi­
room specialist. Range includes Arcam, Beyer, 
Celestion, Denon, Dynaudio, KEF, Lexicon, Linn, 
Meridian, Mitsubishi, Nairn, Panasonic, Polk, 
REL, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, Sennheiser, Sony, Top 
Tape, Yamaha. Two demonstration rooms. Open 
Tues-Sat, late night Wed. Free parking, bus 
route, credit facilities. Winner Sony/Hi-Fi News 
Best Southern Dealer. ll1ili1io1 

T HE POWERPLANT, 66 Upper North Street, 
Brighton BN1 3FL. (01273) 775978. Gyrus, 
Roksan, Micromega, Epos, Rega, Arcam, 
Audiolab, ATC, T heil, Rotel, Audionote etc. 
Single speaker demonstration room, home trial 
available, no appts required, service dept, free 
installation.Access, Amex, Visa, Interest free 
credit, instant credit. Tue-Sat 1 0-6pm. ll1ili1io1 

SUSSEX (WEST) 
AUDIO DESIGNS, 26 High Street, East 
Grinstead, West Sussex RH19 3AS. (01342) 
314569. Arcam, Audiolab, Gyrus, Epos, Linn, 
Marantz, Nairn, Rotel, Mission, Sony. 
Comfortable listening room. Installation and 
service dept. Access, Visa and credit facilities. 
9:30-6:00 Men-Sat, late Tue. ll1ili1io1 
BOWERS & WILKINS LTD, (Est. 1945) 1 
Beckel Buildings, Littlehampton Rd, Worthing. 
(01903) 2 64141. 1 minute from A24 & A27. 
Free local parking. Aura, B&W (inc. Matrix), 
Castle, Denon, Mission, Nakamichi, Quad, 
Teac, Technics, Thorens, and many more in 4 
Dem Rooms. Systems, Hi-Fi and Home 
Cinema. Service Dept., Installations. Open 6 
days a week. Access, Visa, instant credit to 
£1000 subject to status. 
CHICHES1ER HI Fl, 7 St. Pancras, Chichester, 
W. Sussex P019 lSJ. Tel: (01243) 776402. 
Linn, Naim,Rega, Creek, Nakamichi, A&R, 
Denon, Roksan etc. Tues-Sat, 10-1, 2-5.15 
(closed Men). ll1ili1io1 

WARWICKSHIRE 
F RANK H ARVEY HIFI, 163 Span Street, 
Coventry, Warwickshire, CV1 3BD. Tel 01203 
525200. Arcam, Mission, Gyrus, Musical 
Fidelity, Marantz, Rotel, NAD, Tannoy, Yamaha, 
KEF. Open 9:30-5:30 closed Thursday. ll1ili1io1 
SOUNDS EXPENSIVE, 12 Regent Str, Rugby. 
(01788) 540772. Arcam, Audiolab, Quad, 
Meridian, Marantz, Mission, Celestion, KEF, 
Rotel, Ruark, Rotel, Heybrook. IMPROVE YOUR 
IMAGE, BE SEEN WITH US. Appts required, no 
service dept, free install, home trial facilities. 
Access, Amex, Visa, Diners, Instant credit. 
Open 9-5.30pm Man-Sat ll1ili1io1 

WILTSHIRE 
THE AUDIO EXCHANGE, 52 Morse Str, 
Swindon, Wiltshire SN 1 SOP. (01793) 539008. 
Acoustic Energy, Audio Innovations, Cerwin 
Vega, CR Developments, Heybrook, Impulse, 
Micromega, Michell, REL, Sequence, Sugden. 
AV and single speaker demo room. Home trial 
facilities, free installation, service dept. 10-6 
Mon-Sat. 
AUDIO T. 60 Fleet St, Swindon, SN1 1 RA. 
(01793) 538222, Fax (01793) 487260. Great 
hi-li from Arcam, Denon, Linn, Marantz, 
Meridian, Mission, Nairn, Rotel, Technics, 
Yamaha & many more. Men-Sat 9.30-5.30. 
Trained staff. 3 year guarantee on hi-li. Free 
delivery & installation. 30 day free upgrade 
scheme. Home demonstrations. Part exchange. 
Interest Free Credit on selected items. 2 listen­
ing rooms. Home Cinema specialists. Free 
membership of Club Audio T. BADA bonded. 
ll1ili1io1 

WORCESTERSHIRE 
COLORAMA HI - FI , 27 Kingfisher Walk, 
Kingfisher Centre, Redditch, Worcs 897 4EY. 
(01527) 597260. Aura, Nad, Onkyo, Kenwood, 
Denon, TDL, Polk Audio, B&W, Tannoy, Full 
Pro-Logic products. In-store integrated dem 
facilities. No appts required, service dept. 
Access, Visa. Open 9-5.30, closed Thur. 
SPAINS HI-FI, 2&2a New Road, Bromsgrove, 
Worcestershire. Tel: (01527) 872460. B&W, 
Denon, Kef, Kenwood, Marantz, Mission, Nad, 
Pioneer, Rotel, Sony, Tannoy and more. 
Comfortable listening lounge for hi-li and AV 
equipment. Free installation. Access & Visa, 
interest free credit. 
WEST MIDLANDS AUDIO, 158 Ombersley 
Road, Worcester WR3 ?HA. (01905) 58046. 
Audiolab, Arcam, Nairn Audio, Rega, Kef, 
Roksan, Epos, Quad, Nakamichi, Absolute 
Sounds and lots more. 4 demo rooms for bud­
get & high-end audio. Dedicated DSP room. 
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Appointments required. Free install, service 
dept. Access, Visa, Amex, Diners, Switch. 
Chartered Trust. Men-Sat 9.00-5.30 late 
evenings by appt. 

YORKSHIRE (NORTH) 
HARROGA T E  HI-FI, 15 Commercial Str, 
Harrogate, N Yorks. (01423) 504274. One of 
the best ranges of quality hi-li in the North of 
England, including: Lumley valve amplification, 
Audio Research, Musical Fidelity, Martin �ogan,- -
Sonus Faber, Castle, Orelle, Michell, Ruark, 
Stax, Copland, Tannoy, NAD, Alcllemist, Onkyo:­
Rotel, Marantz, Quad ESL, Lexicon, Project, 
Silversounds, Cogan Hall, DNM. Home cinema 
dems. Home dems (appts not always reqd.). 
Service dept, All major credit cards accepted. 
Credit facilities available. Open 1 0-6pm. Why? 
Because music matters. ll1ili1io1 
SCARBOROUGH HI-FI CENTRE, 14 Northway, 
Scarborough, N. Yorks Y011 1 JL. (01723) 
374547. Alchemist, Lumley Reference, Nad, 
Rotel, Onkyo, Mission, Celestion, Orelle, 
Marantz, Tannoy, Ruark. Dem room, home 
dems. Appts required, service depart, free 
install, home trial. Access Visa lnt free Credit, 
Am ex, Diners. Open 1 0-6 M on to Sat. ll1ili1io1 
SOUND ORGANISATION YORK, 2b Gillygate, 
York Y03 ?EO. Tel: (01904) 627108. Closed 
Mondays. Linn, Nairn, Rega, Creek, Meridian, 
Arcam, Denon, Royd, Rotel and other well cho­
sen makes. "You can't go wrong - we 
wouldn't let you". ll1ili1io1 
VICKERS HI-FI, 24 Gillygate, York. (01904) 
629659. Audiolab, Harman-Kardon, Marantz, 
Musical Fidelity, Pink Triangle, Quad, 
Systemdek, Tannoy, Technics, & lots more. 3 
demonstration studios (2 by appointment) 
superb showrooms, 2 year guarantee on all hi­
li products. Appts as above, home trial facili­
ties, free installation, service department. 
Qualified and experienced staff, over 25 years 
experience.12 months interest free credit. 
10.30-5.30 Men-Sat. 

YORKSHIRE (SOUTH) 
HI-FI STUDIOS, Sunnyfields, Doncaster, DN5 
85A. (01302) 781387. Stemfoort, Ruark, 
Absolute Sounds, Impulse, Proac, Martin­
Logan, Sugden, Conrad-Johnson, SME, Michell 
Gyrodek, Teac CD and tape, REL, Pro-ject, CR 
Developments, Art Audio valves, Keswick 
Audio Research, Yamaha DSP Home Cinema, 
Harbeth, Systemdek, Audio Innovations, 
Ortofon, Goldring. Home cinema Pro-Logic 
demonstrations, listening room, dems, home 
trial, free delivery and install, 2 year guarantee. 
Access, Visa. 1 0-8pm Mon-Fri, 10-6 Sat. 
Phone for further into. & FREE fact pack. 
SOUND WITH STYLE- The Hi-Fi Experts, 284 
Glossop Road, Sheffield (01142) 737893, 81 
Nether Hall Road, Doncaster (01302) 321421. 
Stockists of Linn, Nairn, Rega, Arcam, Quad, 
Denon, Yamaha, Audiolab, Castle, Heybrook, 
Nakamichi, Marantz, KEF, Target, Acoustic 
Energy. Please send for full details of our 
newsletter and privilege club. 

YORKSHIRE (WEST) 
AUDIOVISION {B RIGHOUSE) LTD, 5 Bethel 
Street, Brighouse, W Yorks HD6 1 JR. (1 mile 
from junction 25, M62) (01484) 713996. 
Yorkshire's experts for the entire range of 
Technics hi-li separates and systems, 
Panasonic Nicam TV, satellite, audio, VCRs and 
camcorders, Philips widescreen TV, CDi and 
Laserdisc players and Yamaha cinema DSP 
separates. Also, Castle Acoustics, Mordaunt­
Short, Base, TDL, Cerwin Vega and Aiwa hi-li 
separates. Hi-li, home cinema and Dolby 
ProLogic surround sound systems on continu­
ous demonstration. Free specialist advice and 
expert installation. In store service dept, 
Access, Visa, Credit charge. Men-Sat 9-5.30. 
ASTON AUDIO. 19 Crossgate, Otley, Leeds, 
LS21 1AA. (01943) 467689. Nairn, Mission 
Gyrus, Arcam, Audiolab, Meridian, TDL, 
Micromega, Quad, B&W, Nakamichi, Denon. 
Home Cinema, dem rooms, int free credit, 
Visa, Access. Open Tues-Sat 9-6pm . ll1ili1io1 
HUDDERSAELO HI-FI CENTRE 4 Cross Church 
St, Huddersfield. (01484) 544668. B&W, Gyrus, 
Kenwood, Denon, Rotel, Arcam, Musical 
Fidelity, Quad, Audio Lab, Marantz, Miss1on, 
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etc. Dem facilities - appointment reqd. Man­
Sat 9-5.30, T hurs 9-8. Closed Wed. Free 
installation, credit facilities. Access, Visa. 
IMAGE HI-FI, 17 The Springs, Wakefield, WF1 
1 QE. (01924) 200272. Arcam, Linn, Meridian, 
Mission, Quad, Rote!, Etc. 2 Listening Rooms . 
Free Parking, Dem & Instal Man-Sat 9:30 5:30 
pm � 
IMAGE HI-FI, 8-10 SI Annes Road, Headingley, 
Meridian, Mission, Quad, Rote!, Etc. 3 Listening 
Rooms. Free Dem & Instal. Open 
Man-Sat 9:30 - 6:00pm � 

NORTHERN IRELAND 
BELFAST 

LYR IC HI-FI, 161/163 Stranmi ll is Road, 
Belfast. (01232) 381296, Fax (01232) 661115. 
Linn, Nairn, Rega, Arcam, Castle, Denon, Rote!, 
Royd, Epos, Shahinian, Sehring etc. Free deliv­
ery and installation, service dept, 3 single 
speaker demo rooms, interest free credit avail­
able. Open Man-Sat 10-6, Late night Thurs. 
closed all day Wednesday. 
ZEUS AUDIO, 2-4 Grt Victoria Str, Belfast BT2 
7BA. (01232) 332522. Audio Innovations, Pink 
Triangle, Roksan, Marantz, Tannoy, Rote!, 
Micromega, Meridian, Mission Gyrus etc. Open 
Man-Sat 10.00-5.30. Late night Thursday. 
� 

COUNT Y DOWN 
A STON AUDIO, Unit 8, Kings Road Shopping 
Centre, Kings Road. Belfast. Tel: 01232 
402220. Akai, Aiwa, Technics, JVC, Mitsubishi, 
Samsung, Toshiba, Panasonic, and many 
more. Demos available, Open Man-Fir 1 0-8pm 
Sat 10-5pm 

SCOTLAND 
ABERDEEN 

HI-FI EXCELLENCE, 293 Union Grove, 
Aberdeen, AB1 6T D. Tel (01224) 322520. 
Aiwa, Audio Innovations, Denon, Impulse, 
Infinity, Musical Fidelity, Rote!, Roksan, TDL. 2 
large single speaker dem rooms. Appts neces­
sary after 6.00pm. Home trial facilities, Free 
Installation, Service Department. Various 
offers. 3 Yr  guarantee. Open 1 0-6.00pm 6 
days. 
HOLBURN HI-FI, 441 Holburn St, Aberdeen AB1 
6DU. Tel:  (01224) 585713/572729, F ax: 
(01224) 584194. Arcam, Audiolab, Castle, 
Gyrus, Denon, Hey brook, KEF, Marantz, 
Meridian, Mission, NAD, Pioneer, Quad, Rega, 
Rote!, Royd, Tannoy, TDL, Technics, Yamaha 
etc. Separate demo room, installation service, 
AV systems stocked, easy parking, established 
21 years, Man-Sat 9.30-5.30pm, late night 
Thurs till 8pm. Access, Amex, Visa, Switch 
accepted. Full service facilities available.� 

AYRSHIRE 
THE SOUN D FOUNDATION, 22 Nelson St, 
Kilmarnock, Ayrshire, KA1 1 BA. Tel: (01563) 
74185, lax (01563) 74186. Stockists of Proac, 
Castle, Audio Innovations, Harman Kardon, 
Sugden, Pink Triangle, Rote! etc. Open Monday to 
Saturday 9.30 - 5.30, late night Thursday til 7pm. 
Home dems and delivery installation service 
available. Credit facilities also available. Contact 
Kevin for more information and directions. 

EDINBURGH 
IN HI-F' Galloway House, 8-10 Bakers Place, 
Corner of St Stephen St, Stockbridge, 
Edinburgh EH3 6SY. 0131-225 8854. Arcam, 
Castle, Gyrus, Marantz. Meridian, Mission, 
Quad, Rogers,Sony, Yamaha, and other good 
brands. Full home cinema demonstration 
lounge. 2 hi-li demo lounges. No appts 
required, service dept, free install, home trial 
facilities. Access, Amex, Visa, instant credit. 
Open Man-Sat 9.30-6pm � 
MUSIC MILL, 72 Newhaven Rd, Edinburgh EH6 
5QG. Tel 0131-555 3963. The only stockiSt of 
the full range of Micromega in Scotland. Plus: 
DPA, Stand unique, Alchemist, Royd, Proac, 
Audio Innovations, Lumley Reference. Tube 
Te chnology. DNM. B&W, Systemdek, 
Nottmgham Analogue, Nakamichi, Rehdeko, 
Dali, Crimson, Harmon Kardon, Goldring, Plus 
DNM Cables, Tiny Tubes + Designer Hi-Fi fur­
niture. Man-Sat 10-6 by appt. Closed 
Wednesdays. All major credit cards accepted. 
Contact Fraser or Mark. Phone for Directions, 
more information & product evenings. Car 
parking available. 

GLASGOW 
STEREO STEREO. 278 St. Vincent Street, 

Glasgow G2 5RL. Tel: 0141-248 4079, Fax: 
(01555) 820358. All of  our products are 
stocked on the basis of how well they perform 
and not on what the reviewers say this month. 
From individual components to complete sys­
tems. Multiroom and AV. If you are confused or 
would just like good advice. Listen to the 
equipment before deciding. Give Alan or tan a 
call. 3 demonstration rooms. Free installation 
with deliveries throughout Scotland. Interest 
free credit. Man-Sat 10-6, closed Tues. 

HIGHLANDS 
THE MUSIC STATION, 49 Church Sir, Inverness 
IV 1 OR. Tel: (01463) 225 523. Beyer Dynamic, 
C elestion, Denon, Jamo, Kef, Kenwood, 
Marantz, Mission, Musical Fidelity, Pioneer, 
Rote!, Sony. Listening room service dept, free 
delivery to local area, part exch, full range of 
credit facilities. 

STIRLING 
STIRLING AUDIO, 19 Barton Str, Stirling, 
Scotland FK8 1 HF. (01786) 479958. Linn, 
Mission, Gyrus, Marantz, Arcam, TDL, 
Heybrook, Tannoy, Aiwa, Audio Innovations. 
Dem room. No appts necessary, service dept, 
free installation, home trial. Access, Visa, lnt 
free credit, instant credit. Mon-Sat 10-5.30, 
closed Wed. 

TAYSIDE 
J.D. BROWN, 28-36 Castle St, Dundee 001 
9NZ. (01382) 226591. Hi-Fi dem room and 
superb new AV dem room. Mission, Mordaunt­
Short, Technics, Rote!, Denon, Pioneer, Aiwa, 
Castle, Base, JPW, Jamo, JVC. No appt neces­
sary, free installation, service dept. Open 9.30-
5.30 six days a week. 

WALES 
CLWYD 

ACT ON GATE AUDIO, 4 Ruabon Rd, Wrexham 
(01978) 364500. Audio Visual specialists. 
Aiwa, Arcam, AMC, Base, B&W, Beard, Canon, 
Celestion, Castle, Gyrus, Jamo, Marantz, 
Michell, Mordaunt-Short, Musical Fidelity, NAD, 
Nakamichi, Micromega, Quad, Radford, Rote!, 
Rogers, Rega, Ruark, Spendor, Tannoy, 
Wharfedale, UKD, Yamaha DSP member. 
Demonstration room, installation service. Easy 
parking and motorway access. Access, Visa 
etc. � 

SOUTH GLAMORGAN 
AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 134 Crwys Road, Cardiff. 
(01222) 228565.AII that's best in Hi-Fi careful­
ly selected and demonstrated by friendly 
knowledgeable staff, at prices to suit all bud­
gets. Delivery and installation, home dems, 
part exchange, in-house workshops, full credit 
facilities with interest free on selected items. 
lues-Sat 9.00-5.30.Ciosed Mon. � 

WEST GLAMORGAN 
AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 9 High SI, Swansea. 
(01792) 474608.AII that's best in Hi-Fi careful­
ly selected and demonstrated by friendly 
knowledgeable staff, at prices to suit all bud­
gets. Delivery and installation, home dems, 
part exchange, in-house workshops, full credit 
facilities with interest free on selected items. 
lues-Sat 9.00-5.30. Closed Mon. � 

GWYNEDD 
I&H GRIFFITHS & SONS, 313 High St, Bangor 
LL57 1 YA. (01248) 370655. Aura, Yamaha, 
Tannoy, Teac, Sony, B&W, SVC, Rote!. Demos 
available, no appts nee, home trial facilities, 
free installation, service dept. Access, Visa, 
Lombard credit charge. Man-Sat 9-5.30, Wed 
9-1. Audio Visual Specialists. 
PETERS HI-FI Victoria Buildings, Mostyn 
Avenue, Craig-y-don, Llandudno. (01492) 
876788. Single speaker dem room. Open 9-
5.30. Closed Wed. See Cheshire branch for 
details. 

REPUBLIC OF IRELAND 
DUBLIN 

DUBLINN HI-FI, 38 Aungier Street, Dublin 2. 
Tel: (01) 4785205. Fax: (01) 4785219. We all 
have two ears and one mouth - use them 
accordingly. We only stock the best products, 
based on performance and reliability -not 
reviews or sales patter' Call Mark or drop in for 
a listen. Three single speaker demo rooms. 
Free delivery and installation. Full service 
department. Open Mon-Fri 10-7, Sat 10-6. 
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Boxcalc cabinet design software now available 
design your own Band pass, Reflex and IB �u�hur•� 

Only£69.00 inc p&p 

Unit 9 Waterside Mill 
Waterside Macclesfield 

Cheshire SK11 7HG == 
Tel No 01625-500507 VISA 
Fax No 01625-500508 

SPL 1 • Kit £205 
11 ltr. Reflex using Morel Drive 
18mm MDF Flat Pack Cabs, air 
cored lnd . SOLON CAPS 
"I haven't heard any ready built near field monitor that comes 
close to these for anything close to the price" 

Recording Musician 

"T he speakers cost about half the price of a comparable pair" 
Daily Telegraph 

SPL. Satellite Kit £180 
3'12 litre E nclosure Reflex using Morel magnetically 
shielded Drive Units 
12mm MDF Flat Pack Cabs of highest quality 

ATC Kits Active or Passive 
ATC Sanctioned Kits 55 and 110 litres 
25mm MDF Flat Pack Cabs 
ATCK 50 55LTR Passive £1850 
ATCK 1 00 11 0 LTR Passive £1950 

Active £2895 
Active £2995 

"Rare opportunity to be able to buy a pedigree 
product for the price of a mongrel" Audio Media 

Four Dem Rooms • Tuesday to Saturday opening 
OVER 30 KIT S TO DEM 

Wilmslow 
Audio 

DEPT HFC, Wellington Close, 

Parkgate Trading Estate, 

Knutsford, Cheshire WA 16 BDX 

Tel: 01565 650605 Fax: 01565 650080 

� All major Credit Cards accepted 
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Loudspeakers continued 
Product £Price Comments I 
NAO 801MM 

� NAD 804 

Nairn IBL 

� Naim SBL 

� Neat Petite 

Origin Live OL1 B 

� Origin Live OL2A 

Origin Live OL1 

� Pioneer S-4UK 

� Polk LS50 

Polk LS70 

Polk AM 1000W 

� Professional Monitor Co LB1 

Professional Monitor Co AB1 

� Quad ESL-63 

�� REL Strata 

� Rega EL8 

�� Rega ELA 

�� RegaKyte 

�� Rega XEL 

� � Rogers LS2a/2 

Rogers LS4a/2 

Rogers LS6a/2 

Rogers LS8a 

� Rogers Studio 3 

Rogers Studio 5 

� Rogers Studio 7 

� Roksan Ojan 3 

Royd Topaz 

�� Royd Minstrel 

Royd Abbot 

Ruark Templar 

� Ruark Talisman 2 

� SO Acoustics S03 

� SO Acoustics SOS 

� SO Acoustics SOl 

SO Acoustics Ribbon 

Shahinian Arc 

Snell Jlll 

� Spender S20 

Spica Angelus 

Spica TC50 

Spica TC50SE 

� Systemdek Systym 937 

TOL NFM 

� TDL RTL3 

TDL Studio 0.5 

� TDL Studio 1 

� TDL Studio 1 M 

� TDL Reference Monitor 

�� Tannoy 631 

�� Tannoy 632 

Tannoy 633 

Tannoy 638 

� Tannoy Westminster 

Technics SB-EX2 

� ThieiSCS 

Thiel CS1.2 

� Totem Model One 

Vandersteen 2Ce 

Visonik Oavid 6001 

�� Whartedale CRS3 

Whartedale Diamond V 

� Zyp A1 

1 00 A· A rather undistinguished sub-miniature with low sensitivity and indifferent sound quality 

320 A+ Good value compact floorstander sounds lively and coherent, but quite coloured due to uneven balance too 

895 G This tiny floorstanding wall mount delivers outstanding dynamics, speed and detail, marred by pronounced upper mid forwardness 

1708 G+ Impressive scale, full bandwidth, coherent, attractively discrete, coloured midband, very well balanced and agile 

525 G+ Far from pertect, but one of the most entertaining and enjoyable speakers around, colorations notwithstanding. 

290 A+ Pretty little miniature delivers a punchy and dynamic midband, but costs quite a lot for the engineering on offer 

469 G Compact floorstander sounds open, transparent and evenly balanced; needs a big amp but enjoys hard driving 

499 G Luxury miniature has very good overall balance, sacrificing sensitivity to achieve remarkable bass extension for the box size 

250 A+ Latest version now balances pretty well, with a lively and copherent if bass light sound; dull packaging 

800 G No enthusiast tweaks here, but plenty of power and beautiful overall balance from a good looking compact floorstander 

1200 A+ High sensitivity and lots of loudness potential, but in-room balance has far too much midbass boom; mid and treble are very laid back 

349 A· Not a true subwoofer at all, but rather the bass section of polk's elegant upmarket three box speaker system 

998 G+ Delighttul smoothness and transparency, though bass extension and sensitivity are both limited 

1600 G Bulky stand-mount transmission line has lovely panel-like transparency, slightly shut in balance, and needs a big room 

2384 G+ This classic electrostatic may not be punchy in the bass, but has strengths that some can't live without 

499 G+ Outstandingly value and performance active subwoofer adds serious bass unintrusively to any small speaker system 

298 G Kyte drivers in compact floorstander give more bass but a shade less coherence; good for small rooms and budget systems 

500 G- Classy new styling for one of the anginal compact floorstanders- lovely midband life and coherence if a bit bright and lightweight 

198 G Has splendtd timing and coherence, sounds very explicit and informative, if a bit bright and short of grunt 

1 040 VG Looks good, measures well and sounds great too; balance is bright but even, with delighttully bass-to-mid coherence and timing 

229 G Balance is a bit warm and rich but 2a/2 has delighttul mid-to-treble coherence and transparency, and more welly than Mk1 

300 A+ Civilised but a trifle lazy, this large bookshelf model hasn't quite the timing or agility to be particularly engrossing 

399 G Largish stand-mount is well built, measures well, good material value, but sounds a bit heavy and lacklustre 

499 A+ A mixed bag, with plenty of scale and welly but lacking the subtlety, clarity and agility delivered by some rivals 

450 G Pncey LS3/5A-derived wall-mount sub-miniature is excitingly coherent if a bit lightweight; no real loudness capabilities 

700 G· Luxury finish bookshelf size model has genuine monitoring capabilities, but can sound a little thin and unromantic 

880 G Latest variation on classic BBC-monitor theme looks old fashtoned but has beautifully voiced, laid back sound 

895 G+ Squat, stylish and black, with unusual tweeter decoupling; great bass extension and flat but somewhat uneven balance 

173 A+ Cheerful, articulate and essentially communicative miniature can also sound a trifle scrappy and shut tn; well worth trying 

229 G Imaginatively packaged super-slimline floorstander. Not much welly or loudness but fine coherence and timing; a bit bright 

666 A+ Engaging and dramatic dynamics and fine transient coherence are hampered by a rather coloured mid-forward balance 

479 A+ Compact floorstander with striking baffle has decent bass/mid but dull treble; could tame over-bright system 

700 G Less ideologically committed than some compact floorstanding rivals, its key strength lies in fine all round compromise 

399 G Port firmly blocked, the new SD3 has the agility and charm of a quality miniature, with good bass extension but low sensitivity 

1235 G Bass tuning and coherence suspect but forward midband is delighttully smooth; high class drivers include ribbon tweeter 

1650 G+ A large scale, airy and unusually detailed system with excellent dynamics. A warmer balance than original model 

2950 G+ Amplifier sensitive, Ribbon is a lively and loud hybrid marred by some colorations; some like it, others don't 

1675 G Unusual and occasionally wonderful small floorstanding omni; too bright but exceptionally coherent and revealing 

770 G Dated styling belied by fine sensitivity and bass extension, and a lively if slightly untidy and not quite coherent sound 

579 G Maintains Spendor's tradition for peerless mid-to-treble coherence and perspecttves. Bass is rather unconvincing. 

1295 A A little bass shy and soft in the bass and lower mid, otherwise tidy, extremely lively and fluid, if uneven overall 

649 G This triangular-profile 'grown up' miniature is a shade boxy and latd back but has good rhythmic and musical integrity 

849 G A heavily UK-modified TC50, the SE sounds less boxy and more spactous, but lacks some of the urgency of the standard model 

600 G Compact real-wood floorstander incorporates transmission bass loading to give fine bass extension and an open midband 

120 A· A disappointing underpertormer in our tests, at a price that's not very nice either 

400 A+ Bargain price floorstander has rich, heavy and bright sound with good scale and fine basic neutrality 

499 G Tiny floorstanding transmtsston line has good agility but doesn't provide the coherence or even balance of Studio 1 

699 G Genuinely extended bass from a compact enclosure, very detailed but a shade clinical and detached in presentation 

899 G+ Transmission line helps bring the best from metal cone driver: lovely transparency and fine bass extension 

1999 G+ Fine solidity and good accuracy, with great bass extension. Needs a big room and can sound a bit lazy and a shade tinkly 

150 A+ High class miniature is beautifully balanced, open, unboxy and quite lively, if a bit short of real muscle 

190 G Clever cabinet shaping avotds boxiness and promotes focus and imaging; ftne bass extension but tricky stand compatibility 

27x18x18 48 

75x20x26 25 

80x18x15-20 30 

88x26.5x17-27 25 

30.5x20x18 33 

31x18.5x22 45 

82x19x19 25 

30.5x19x21 25 

37x21x27 42 

84x23-27x29.5 25 

96x31x37 22 

31x52x33 45 

53.5x18x26 33 

84 

89 

84 

86 

86 

89 

85 

82 

88 

90 

91 

90 

86 

79x27x43 22 89 

92x66x27 34 84 

52x42x31 <20 NA 

75x16.5x21 55 86 

84x20x20-31 40 87 

31x19x20 50 87 

1 02x21 x33 40 89 

35.5x23x22 30 84 

43x25.5x25.5 25 86 

51x28x29.5 22 87 

89x25.5x25 48 91 

31x19x17 30 83 

44x24.5x24.5 40 B8 

63x30.5x30.5 30 88 

78x28x45 <20 85 

30.5x20.5x19 50 87 

69x18x12-24 30 85 

83x20x34 43 88 

73x19x27 25 85 

86x25x31 30 86 

38x19.5x29 25 83 

112x20x30 30 86 

123.5x38.2x32 50 

152x30x(15-30) 30 

69x35x25 24 

58x33x25 30 

38x22x26 25 

116.8x53.3x26 50 

40.5x33x29 55 

40.5x33x29 55 

93x22.5x25 25 

27x18x18 50 

92x20x38 25 

55x20x30 40 

90 

91 

85 

89 

83 

86 

88 

88 

88 

86 

88 

85 

76x23x33 

81x23x33 

118.5x30x47 

34x19.5x17 

41x14-24x23 

25 84 

<20 

28 

40 

25 

330 A+ Compact floorstander with slammin' bass- real extension and coherence without boom- but dubious midband 74x24x23 <20 

25 

38 

20 

45 

30 

84 

85 

86 

87 

87 

90 

96 

86 

87 

86 

599 G Big value vinyl btg box has pretty good balance and lots of loudness capability, but needs a good amp and bass isn't entirely convinctng 94x16-29x27 

6000 G+ These awesome horn loaded speakers are remarkably controlled and impressive, if only suited to a few pockets and rooms Huge 

200 A Nicely presented, well built and decent size enclosure sounds solid but somewhat dull 48x23.5x27 

1069 G+ Luxury piano-gloss compact sets class-leading standards for coherence and communication, can sound a shade dark and shut in 

1219 G Elegant compact floorstander has fine balance and dynamic range, but transient timing and dynamics are less convincing 

995 G Utterly delightful but exasperatingly expensive luxury miniature sets the benchmark for its size 

1395 G+ This compact American floorstander's elegant staggered baffle arrangement contributes to a refreshing freedom from boxiness 

163 P Sharp styling but the complex grillework worsens a sound which starts off with too much top and not enough bottom 

89 A+ Loads of fun- a remarkably coherent and lively performer at any price; pity it doesn't look prettier 

130 A This miniature is smoother than most, but rather stodgy with it, inspiring little enthusiasm among our listeners 

199 A+ Cute metal cased micro-miniature is quite coloured but great fun, with surprising dynamics and fine wall-loaded room balance 

40x22x23 

94x27x27 

31 x16.5x23 28 86 

1 OOx30. 7x25.6 23 87 

20x12x13 130 87 

38x22x18 50 88 

27x18x20 50 86 

22.5x14.5x13 30 85 
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Best Buy 

Recommended 

Systems 

Systems 

S 
ystems is a generic title that we've chosen 

to describe any form of complete system 

package. Fundamentally what we're talking 

about here is midi and mini systems, you know 

those all singing all dancing, lights blazing systems 

that hi-fi snobs are allergic to. 

Sold on the basis of their abilitiy to play virtually all 

mediums at the flick of a remote control switch 

stack systems offer a plethora of features, and the 

dearer the system the more complex they tend to 

THE DIRECTORY 

become. With things like double cassette decks, 

multi preset tuners, CD players and graphic 

equalisers supplied as standard the big boys of the 

stack world offer such luxuries as Surround Sound, 

separate chassis for different components and 

occasionally a record player. They usually have a 

few line inputs for extra sources and a few are 

available without loudspeakers. As the latter are 

often the weakest part of a stack system buying 

good quality speakers separately will bring 

Product £Price Comments 

Goodmans System 700 

A JVC Adagio G7 

.t. Kenwood HD-1 000 

Marantz 1020 

Onkyo L-909 

Philips FW91 

A Technics SC-CH950 

.t. Best Buy 

.t. Recommended 

Tuners 

870 G Nearly hi-li from pretty but pricey silver stack; richer, fuller speakers would help 

600 A Separales flexrbrlity and upgraeability in remote midi package; anodyne sound 

799 A Wondrous 2-speaker surround movie sound system, bul a very uneven package elsewl1ere. Four by 20W output 

1000 E Mini lifestyle system, well built with minimalist facilities and exacting pertormance standards all round 

1000 G Component lifestyle system which rs as elegant on audition as it rs to look at 

1200 G Srmple yet flexible lifestyle mrnr system suffers iffy cassette deck set-up, but otherwrse satisfies 

999 A+ Good lookrng and pertorming package rendered expensive by rnclusron of DCC deck 

1000 A+ Classy if rather bland allrounder includes useful Dolby Pro-Logic AV capabrlitres 

T
he radio medium operates at a much lower 

profile than TV, but in areas outside pop 
music the BBC service is the envy of the 

world. Live Prom concerts can rival all other 

sources from a hi-fi perspective. 

Only the FM (VHF) bands give stereo hi-fi 

sound, though AM (MW & LW) are useful for 

certain transmissions in the UK. 
Something of a hi-fi afterthought, tuners are 

often selected merely to match a chosen amplifier 

cosmetically. However, the task they carry out is far 

from simple, combining the skills of RF (reception) 

and audio (signal processing) engineering. The 

importance of the former will depend on local 

reception conditions, but money invested in a high 

quality outside aerial system is well spent. 

Tuners come in two basic types. Analogue 

models tune gradually (and usually manually) 

across the bands, and can have analogue or digital 

displays; they are often preferred for sound quality, 

Product £Price Comments 

Aiwa XT-003 

A Aiwa XT-950 

Arcam Delta 280 

.t..t. Audiolab 8000T 

Aura TU-50 

AA Denon TU-260L 

120 A- Economically designed and built in the UK, but trade-offs have a marked influence on FM and AM sound quality. 

150 A Decent enough pertormance all round given the modest price. though RF tweaks have limited value 

350 G+ Frne sound quality marred by mild synthesiser whine; RF performance only average, remote £60 extra 

700 VG Unusually combines fine sound quality and RF pertormance (inc AM); superb ergonomics are a joy to use 

300 G Tonally neutral, but with rather poor rmag111g and a certarn woodenness to the sound. 

t 20 G+ Bare minimum of features Careful designwork promrses a surprrsingly open and vivacrous sound, so don't overlook it' 

220 G Fine feature package including remote and RDS. plus excellent RF pertormance and decent sound quality 

219 A The listening panel appreciated its liveliness, but found it a litlle muddled 

worthwhile improvements. The section headings 

for stack systems include size of the complete 

stack without speakers and rated output per 

channel - where a system has more than two 

channels this is indicated in the comments . Tuner 

presets and the existence of a remote control are 

self explanatory. A blob in loudspeakers shows 

that they supplied, an "o" indicates that they are 

optional. The final column is for those of you with 

records to play. 

37x27x33 40 30 125 

69x35x37 50 20 . 125 

42x28x28 20 40 125 

30x27x35 40 30 131 

22x42x32 30 20 . 131 

38x28x32 40 30 131 

37x26x32 60 30 125 

42x27x34 60 39 125 

and are certainly best for AM bands. Digital tuners 

offer convenient automatic tune facilities and pre­

set memories. 

The 'Presets' column heading shows how 

many different frequencies a tuner can memorise 

for instant station access. FM, LW and MW shows 

which wavebands a tuner can access. 'Signal 

strength meters' are useful for aerial alignment. 

'Automatic tuning' means that a tuner can seek out 

signals for you. 

30 93 

24 129 

20 120 

39 120 

16 109 

20 93 

30 120 

32 109 

A Denon TU-580RD 

Harman Kardon TU9200 

Harman Kardon TU9400 

Harman Kardon TU9600 

JVC FX-362 

299 G+ Striking in appearance and wrth a sound to match, it comfortably exceeded our expectations. On stereo FM it's HK's best yet. 24 93 

Kenwood KT2050L 

Kenwood KT -3050L 

A Linn Kremlin 

A Magnum Dynalab FT1 01 

Marantz ST -53 

.t. Meridian 604 

A Nairn NAT 01 

.t. Quad FM4 

Quad 66 

A Rotel RT-930AX 

Sherwood TX-301 OC 

.t..t. Teac T-X4030 

Yamaha TX-350L 

499 G Good bass and detarl. and good - perhaps slightly enhanced dynamics 

140 A- Drsappornting all round pertormance- watch out for aerial input overload in strong signal areas. Tuning knob unspecral 

t 50 A- Decent RF capabilities despite simple front end. Sounds a bit bright and ergonomics are a bit complex 

170 A Excellent RF pertormance and plenty of features including RDS, but did sound rather ordinary under our conditions 

1995 E Controversially good sound at a very high price. The reviewer's saving up but you should check it out for yourselt 

825 G+ Although expensrve for its farrly rnrnimum set of facilities, rts excellent sound makes up for what it lacks elsewhere 

t 70 A+ Sweet sound could well satisfy audiophile sensibilities, but selectivity is not great 

1350 VG Unrque digital convertor makes most sense m Meridian system context; smooth sweet sound with fine front end 

1453 E There may be betler sounding tuners in the world. but we have yet to hear one 

434 G+ Fine sound. excellent ease ot use. good build and finish and a more t11an satisfactory technical pertormance 

532 G+ Very pretty and compact but technically unadventurous. Smooth sound but only makes sense in Quad system context 

175 G- A competent rather than exerting pertormer, with low audible rnterterence though slightly compressed and muddled sound. 

120 A Lots of features and trne RF discrimination for price. Sound is communicative but inconsrstently tacky 

120 A Not exactly special, but still a well balanced, tolerable and capable allrounder at a very reasonable price 

130 A- Entrcingly pretty and compact presentatron but pertormance rsn't great; beware of aerial overload 

24 109 

40 129 

30 129 

39 120 

80 120 

0 72 

59 129 

30 120 

50 

50 

19 120 

20 108 

30 120 

20 129 

40 129 
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EST. 1972 
6-7 Central Parade Hoe Street 
Walthamstow London E 17 4RT 

MAIL ORDER 
Our mail order service is fast and efficient. All we require are 

your credit card details when your order is placed. Our Data 

Post Service operates daily, ensuring quick, safe delivery. 

Carriage is FREE OF CHARGE FOR ANY SALE OVER 
£100 throughout the UK, but not on price match' ex display. 
Delivery charge of £8 per unit below 1 OK. 

FREE DELIVERY MAINLAND UK 

FOR FAST & EFFICIENT 
MAIL ORDER 

� HOTLINE z 

0181-520 7277 
1. All goods fully guaranteed 
2. All goods brand new 
3. Del1very free 
4. All prices include VAT 

• Our own service department will make sure 
you continue to enjoy that great sound both 
during and after our one year warranty period. (Near Tube and Cinema) Fax: 0181-503 6677 0181-520 7277 THESE PRICES ARE VALID END MAY 1995 E&OE 

PRICE PROMISE £t���j,1:�:;,�: �E: We will beat it by up to £20! 
f·1ill#l•l;l&4#j•l•!ft·1!§;1 t·!IJI#!•l;lf..4#j•l•l¥f.!!#j;l �!DIM M :PROLOGIC 

SALE • SALE • SALE 
EX-DISPLAY BARGAINS AMPLIFIERS 

AX380 ....... ..... .......... ... £199 
AX470/570 ..... ... £239/£289 

PM44SE £199 

TUNERS ·VI:ti;I•O«•Iflei+t·1{J!:;iJ;t¥15#1W3;F 
TX480/580RDS .. £139/£199 KENWOOD VSA701 S. 

AMPLIFIERS 
CASSETTE DECKS KRV6060/7050 .. .... .... £349/£399 VSX452 . 

PM32/PM43 ........... £139/£199 10<380/480 ......... £169/£199 KAV3700/7700 ... ... .. . . £299/£599 YAMAHA 
PM53/PM63 ........... £249/£299 KXSB0/670 ......... £249/£289 SONY DES PE 200 . 
PM44SEMI ............ ......... £149 TWIN CASSETTE DECKS STRD 511/611 ... . £279/£329 DSPE 580/1000 
PM44SEM2/54SEM2 ... .. £199!£329 KXW282/482 ... ... £199/£249 TAAV570 KIT ... . . ....... £499 RXV 470 ... . ��������ERS ......... ..... £749 ��9C1Yi:RS

··
·

· ........ £499 �i'�:3�RO K IT ·
·

·
:::::::::::::::��� DSPA780/970 

.£469 
..£379 

.. .. £369 
.... £449/£669 

. .............. £399 
"' £629/£799 

.............. £1099 
��l����fA�OR .. £399��� CDX480/580 ..... £1999/£249 i��S��s· .... .... £399 ��R���� ������::: .. :::��:���! �s�:���

C
�

5
c)������ SAGX670LK . .. £449 PM?OOAV ···· ··· · ... £399 

AV600THXIECSOO .. .. £899/£899 RXV470/0SPA780 .. £399/£629 SAGX370LK ... £279 AVSOOPRE AMP.. . .... £599 
RECEIVERS OSPA970/A2070 .£799/£1099 PIONEER MA POWER AMP .. . £249 

"Lots of products to sell so cheaply, it's first come, first serve" 
These prices are examples of 100's of units that are on sale. 

No space to price them all. 
NAD 705 Receiver was £329 
MISSION 760iSE was £149 
SONY TAF540 was £299 
SONY CDP711 was £249 SR 73/SR 82 ... £599/899 DSPE200/E580 . . £369/£449 VSAD802S ... .. . . ........ .... ... .. . £569 SR73 RECEIVER ............. ... £699 

�¥�t�S 
................. £169/£249 ���:6�0�PEAKERS 

. . £G69 ��������������������---------..1 i��rJ��iii�ir.:;;:;:�;:=::�::;;;:;::;:;��:i 
�I!J 

··· .............. ........ ..... £299 NSE80/NSC80 .... . £119/£99 SONY 
gga�L&

:
YERS 

. ................. £199 1�
s
.s�.� .�OIY.'20/

•
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:: ::.�.
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•

9
�.£;
.
: jjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjj�.s�ll�i�#l�·l�;l�f..'"'1lij#jjj•il�•l�#�·1!!3�;iijjjj jjjjjjjjjjii 

CC45/CD53 . . .. .. ...... £249/£199 AMPLIFIERS RSTR474K TWIN ... £199.00 EQUALISER 
CD63/CD72M2 .£249/£599 :;:;;;::; SUVZ220K 30W,PCH ... £129.00 RSTA575K . .......... £249.00 SHE85K ..... .. .... . .... . £149.00 CD10/CD16· ....... £11991£1399 SUVZ230K 40W. PCH ... £169.00 SHE51 K ........ .... ... £119.00 ��m�E ............. .............. £349 t·!ill#(el;if.4=UI•J:f·!!3;l SUA600K 40W.PCH ... £199.00 =���;��� ::::::::::::��::� ST-G 350LK .......... £130.00 
MV633 ·VIDEO... .. £549 AMPLIFIERS SUA700K 45W.PCH ... £249.00 ASBX646K ............ £229.00 SHE90 ................... £249.00 
�����vsm.t.. .. £S99 5���� ·::::::::::::g����� ��::� ��:pc·H··::�::: RSBX?4?K · ........ .. £299.00 ������!6���H .£699.00 AMPLIFIERS SYSTEM 112 ........... £899/£999 TUNERS SUA900 Mkll ......... £399.00 CO PLAYERS COX320-50WPCH .£799.00 TAF24R/TAF244E .. £149/£199 
���T��::ciNEN��49/£1099 402 AWARD WINNER .£169 SUE2000K PREAMP .. ... ... £699.00 SLPD667 .. . .... ........ £179.00 COX520-60WPCH .£899.00 TAF444E/TAF542E ....... £249/£299 
���:;ocifk��.:::::::::��=��: ��rs��-�-�� ..... £179/£229 SEA200lKPOWER·lOON .... £1049 ��:���AK·::::::::::��=:� �������j5��H .... £4S9.00 ��S��,��TS3llLB . .. £129/£199 
�g�,������ . . .  C129tc2,9 ��S��.:=;r�pci:6�� . £2S9 ���i:�OLK-RDS £229.00 SLTS6770A ...... . .... £199.00 SCCHSOS-SOWPCH .... £599.00 STSSOSES .................. £249 
SPEAKERS 602 .. .. ......... ...... ...... ... .. £199 STGT 550LK-RDS .. £189.00 SLPG560AK .......... £199.00 SCCH515-MULTI CD .... £649.00 �t����1����1S29/£199 
DS110/220/440/660 ..... ..... ... TURNTABLES ST 610LK ............... £129.00 SLPS740AK .... .. .... £249.00 SCCH750-50WPCH.£799.00 TCK515SITCK611S ... £249/£289 

5120/533 ......... .. £119/£199 CASSETTE OECKS SLPS840K ............. £429.00 SCCH950-PRO LOWE ... £999.00 TWIN CASSETTE DECKS 
RECEIVERS RSTR373K TWIN ... £179.00 SLP2000K ............. £995.00 SCCH909D-DAC ... £999.00 TCWR4458/R5458 . ... C149/C199 
701/705 ...... ...... .. £259/£329 TWR645S .................... £249 

SUBJECT TO STATUS CREDIT BROKER 
Interest free is not on ex-display, sale prices, 

match prices, mail order or any other offer 

PIONEER 
AV AMP & PROCESSORS CO PLAYERS 
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1 .. : .. �.�£�59299 .. _______________ _. 1000/H:lOOS PAE .. £209/£349 ·!iii#l•l;if.i#•l•]:t·11#j; 
t·1ill#!el;lf.4#j•l•i#·1!3;1 ��ji� :g;:R�.::����� �cia������CH ........ £139 ���6 ���:.��-� ......... . £369 ���:��G· :::::::::::::::::::� �����

C
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��E·Rt�= .. :'/I b94il SPEAKERS 

AMPLIFIERS 2700THX/208POWEA .. £459/£899 XA950 100W PCH ... ... £229 Z720 ... . ...... .... . .... ..... .. . £399 0636 ..... ... ...... .. ... ...... £449 �l-��:�.�-�·.·.···.��:.����� 
A102 30 W.PCH ......... £129.99 SPEAKERS TUNERS Z110. "'"""""""""""'"£399 NSXD737 £499 OAT RECORDER PLAYERS AM5 ' ' '. ' '' '' ,£759 EXCEL 3000 ' ' .£179 
A203 40 W,PCH . ........ £169.99 801MM/800 .... ..... £99/£149 XT003/950 ...... ... £119/£149 Z1700... . ... £499 .................... 

WMOT1 ....................... £299 
A400 60 W,PCH ......... £249.99 802/804 .. .. ..... . £229/£329 CASSETTE DECKS ZD3100M ..... ..... .... ..... £599 D939.. · ... .. £749 TCD7 . ..... .............. ....... £499 
A602 80 W,PCH' .. .... £329.00 ADF450/850 ..... .. £119/£229 ZD1000M """""""""'£799 NSX450G' ....... .......... £349 DTCBOES ..................... £749 AM7 ....... ' .. £829 EXCEL 4000 ... £219 
VSA701S/0802S ...... £499/£599 DOUBLE CASSETTE ZD?OOM . .. .. .. .. .. ....... ... £799 NSX520 .. ... . .............. £349 MIDI SYSTEMS 
TUNERS ADWX727/828 ... £169/£199 ZD9100M ' ................. £899 MICRO SYSTEMS COMPACT 1901195 .. £329/£379 AM4 '' ' '. '' ' '.£599 201M3 '.'. ' ' .. £289 F203 . £129 ADWX929 . .. ... .. ... ..... ... £249 �����ciS

.���.S. .... .. .... £279 
LCX5017 ..... ....... £2491£299 COMPACT 290/295 ... £399/£449 

�;::� ���: l·!iii:[•l@l�·•·@l!#;l g�,:,�vE
�

S 

uu £149 NSX340 ................... u£299 LCXB0/65 .. uou.£299/£299 gg���gi ��Js����99'g: AM3M3 .... ' .. £499 301M3 . ' ' ' .... £379 
PROJECTION TVs AMPLIFIERS XC300 ........................ £149 NSX400 ...................... £299 LCX9nOM .. .... . .. £349/£379 COMPACT PLUS 795AV ... .. £999 
��

T
�:;�

TV£3999/£3300 ��������·::::::g:��� 
���i��1����5AV .. . £1499 

AMS ACTIVE .. £1079 305M3 ... , .... £429 
PD103/203 ............. £139/£159 HK1200/AVR30 ...... ... £279/£1149 MHC450/MHC550 . . ... £299/£329 
PossoJ/603 .... . .. £199/£249 TUNERs iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiJ·i�il�i�:l�·l�;iljb.-'lijo�·in�!�ifJ·'•i•�;iiiiiiiiiiiiiiii. MHC650/MHC29oo ... £379t£499 EXCEL 1000 £115 901M.5 £1649 

PD77195 ................ £999/£2499 TU92001TU9400 ........ £219/£299 • .... ..... _ - ·-·--· MHC33/MHCC70 .... £449/£599 ' '' ' ' ' ' ' '' 

CO PLAYERS MULTI CO PLAYERS AMPLIFIERS KX7060S/KX9050S .£329/£549 TURNTABLES MHC49001MHC5900AV .. .. £799/t999 
PDM603/M703 ........ £249/£299 HD74001HD7450 ..... . .. £199£219 KA1060/2060R ... £139/£169 DOUBLE CASSETTE DECKS KD492F ......................... £99 MHC7900AV ..... ..... .. .. £1499 EXCEL 2000 ' • .  £159 
PDTM3/PDF100 ...... £499/£599 HD75001HD7525 ....... £259/£449 KA3020SE AWAAD ...... £199 KXW40601W6060 ....... £170/£199 P100 MINI ..................... £89 MICA PMC301 ... ........ £299 

CASSETTE DECKS KA3060R/4060A.£229/£279 KXWBOS0 ..................... £259 MINI SYSTEMS AV, AMPS & RECORDERS 

CTS330/S430S ....... £169/£199 KA5020/5050A ... £249/£349 CO PLAYERS UD302/U 0502 .. .. £399/£499 STR0515/615 .... £279/£329 
CTS630S/S830S .. . £2991£499 KA7050A. ..................... £499 g��g�:g:;=.:.
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99 
TWIN CASSmE DECKS !•lllli'•Ji!�J:UI1l:f•1!3i' AV, AMPS & RECEIVERS DPA4060/0PMS060 ... £19Q/£249 DOLBY PRO KIT ..... .... £34g 
CTWS03RM'S03R · .... ... £1791£229 TURNTABLES KAV3700N?700 .£299/£599 TUNERS MIDI SYSTEMS TAAV570 KIT .......... .... £499 
CTW803RSICTM601R ........ £299/£379 CS430 .. . ...... £129.99 KAA4060 .... ................ £229 KT10601../TKT2060L. ...... £119/£149 M28/28MG ......... £499/£.599 SAVA3/SAVA1 ... £799/£599 
TURNTABLES CS505-2... . ..... £179.99 KRV6060/KRV7050 .£349/£429 KT3050UKT6050 ... £179/£299 M58/58P . ... ....... £799/£899 PAOLOGIC EFFECT SPEAKERS PL225/335 ............ .. £119/£149 CS2215 ....... ..... .... . £179.99 CASSETTE DECKS GRAPHIC EQUALISERS M58M/M58MP ... £849/£949 SS77/SS390AV ...... £49/£99 
GRAPHIC EQUALISERS CS505-4/CS705·1 ..... £229/£349 KX3060/KX5060S .... £169/£249 KE2060/GE7030 ...... £149/£229 M97G/M97MG ... £1249/£1299 SAW90100LBY S KIT ... £349/£149 
GR SSsn77 . ............ £199/£249 LASER DISC PLAYERS 
MIDI SYSTEMS MDP650/MDP850 ... £599/£699 SPEAKERS SPEAKERS SPEAKERS J200/300 .. .. ......... £399/£549 
3400/500 ... ............. £649/£n9 
JV600/J700 ..... . .. .. £879/£999 
JV600LD lnc Lazer Vision Disc 
player... . . .  £1199 
MINI SYSTEMS 
N50Wf70W .. .. ...... £349/£399 SPEAKERS A PAIR 
N70WM/100W . .  £449/£499 760V76DISE ........ £109/£129 
N0100WM... . . ....... £549 731nBOSE .......... £129/£239 
LASER DISC PLAYERS 732/733 ...... ..... ... £199/£299 
CLD9001950 .. . . . .. £399/£499 734n35 .......... £429/£699 
CLD1950/M5 .. ......... . £599/599 73Cn3PS . ......... £149/£179 
CLD2950/160K .. ... . £699/ ..... . 

NAKAMICHI HEADPHONES 
SENNHEISER 

IIBI.. CELESTION 
t·!iii#!•l;J&i#•'-':t-''3;1 f·1ill#l•l;J&43·•·l:t·1!#j;l 
SPEAKERS 1/3 .. ... ...... ... £99.99/£119.99 SPEAKERS 
MA5/MA25 .......... £99/£129 5/7 ..... .. ..... £159.99/£209.99 AMPLIFIERS 

9/11/15 .... £259.99/£279.99/£369.99 2001/2002 . ..... ... £119/£159 AXA58K/562 . ... . £249/£249 
M R26/MR28 ... .. £179/£199 AXA372/4 72 ... . .. £199/£249 

DM600116101 . ..... £189/£249 AXA662/Z1010 .. £329/£649 MA38/MRV308 .. £279/£379 
MRV310/MRCENTRE ... £479/£99 

Can�ln 
t·1ill;[•l;l&4AA.,•l:t·'!3;' 
SPEAKERS 
SC10/S30 .......... £119/£159 
S50/S70 ............ £319/£849 
S50ST/2 ................. £379.99 
VSB 1 OON1 00 .... £229/£199 

CERWINVEGA 
t·11JI#[•l;Jf.43•1•l#·1!#j;l 
SPEAKERS 
L7/SAT6 
VS8NS10 
VS12NS15 
DC10 

DM620116301 ...... £429/£699 ���6��F�572 ... .. £1291£199 t·1ill;(•hJ&43•I•l¥f.1!#j;f TEM/CENTRLE ... £139/£149 CASSETTE DECKS 

SPEAKERS TDW1 06/208 .... .. £119/£169 
DIAMOND .................... £109 THREATRO/TWIN BASS ... £299/£229 TDW308/708 ... .. . £199/£249 
��� 5������� £����� TEAM 8ASS/OVALLC159/£299 ig�;�;is'�i . g��;�� 
MODUS 1!THREE ...... £159/£119 VERTICALEIARRAY .. ... £399/£89 CO PLAYERS 
MODUS 5/THREE .. ... . £259/£339 XLM408/MC1 00.£299/£799 
MODUS MOVIES FIVE. ..... ... £349 XLV174/274 .. ..... £139/£159 
MODUS MOVIES SEVEN . . .. £459 � LJ�:!:! ••• XLV574/674 ....... £249/£299 

� ���.:�� ���)���:.��-�--��7��� 

t·1ill#!•l;Jh4#j•I•J#f·1!#j;l 
Silhouette .............. £299.99 
Concert 11 .... .... ... .... £329.99 
Center 200 ............. £199.00 
Centre 100 ... .......... £139.99 
Outdoor ................. £109.99 

!·11il:!•l;J&43•I•J:f.jl§;l S50/S50A ........... £469/£499 
G7/G9 ................ £799/£999 

631/632 ... ..... ...... £149/£189 MINI SYSTEMS 

633/636 .. .. ... ...... £319/£419 W48CD/58 ......... £429/£499 
MICRO SYSTEMS 637/638 .. ...... ..... £499/£599 UXTIUXA4 .......... £299/£349 

. .............. £89/£89 UXC7/ASSR ........ £359/£369 

TARGET STANDS 
IN STOCK 

MAIL ORDER (0181) 520 7277 
Please supply ---------
I enclose cheque/PO for £ ____ _ 

Expiry Date _________ _ 

Name ____________ � 

Address ___________ _ 
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C
artridges fall into two groups: high output 

models, capable of working directly into 

most amplifiers and categorised as having a 

normal (N) output, and more expensive low and 

very low output models (L, VL) . Stereotypically,low 

output cartridges use the moving coil principle of 

operation, have better mechanical integrity and 

tighter tolerances, and give better performance but 

THE DIRECTORY 

at much higher cost. With CD now the dominant 

medium many amplifiers are no longer equipped 

with the necessary phono input for a cartridge and 

a separate phono stage is necessary. Valve designs 

need either an extra head amp or transformer to 

cope with the low output of moving coil cartridges. 

Cartridge/amplifier interfacing can be very 

subtle, but even basic high output MM designs 

Turntables- cartridges 
Product £Price Comments 

••Arcam C77 

•• Arcam C77Mg 

• Audio Note 10 IIV 

• Audio· Technica ART1 

• Audio-Technica AT-420E 

•• Audio-Technica AT·95E 

• Audio-Technica OC-5 

Audioquest AO 404i-L 

Audioquest AO 7000 

Denon DL103 

• • Den on DL11 0 

Denon DL160 

• Denon DL304 

• Dynavector 17D2 

Dynavector XX-1 

• Dynavector XX-1 L 

Empire Benz Micro MC-Gold 

• Empire Benz Micro MC-Silver 

• Empire Benz-Micro MC-3 

Glanz GMC-1 OLX 

• Glanz GMC-20E 

• Goldring 1 012 

• Goldring 1 022 

Goldring 1042 

• Goldring Elan 

Goldring Elite 

Goldring Eroica H 

• Goldring Eroica 

Goldring Excel 

Goldring Excel GS 

• LinnK5 

•• LinnK9 

London Maroon 

London Super Gold 

• Milltek Aurora 

•• Ortofon 510 

• Ortofon 520 

30 A+ A sensible moving magnet package with good bounce at a competitive price 

40 A Punchy sound quality with plenty of extra energy to liven things up. The solid body seems well worth the extra £10 

60 A Our sample had a disappornting stylus, but gave a coherent, rich and laid back sound, wrth good 'scale' 

73 A+ Preferred to its cheaper partner by virtue of a better tip. Channel balance could have been better 

1395 E One of the best, giving 'an extraordinarily relaxing midrange clarity', needs a transformer 

850 VG This is a delicate and very fluid-sounding MC that tracks well, offers very low distortion and exceptionally good separation 

36 A Better suited to pop recordings, this MM bears some of the sonic hallmarks of the Linn K5 

20 A Clear, dynamic if richly balanced, the magnetic '95E is a definite Best Buy 

130 G For the price, it's unusually effortless and detailed, but it tends to become rather relentless and tiring atter a while 

500 G+ Slight harshness detracted from the pertormance of this otherwise clear-sounding and detailed cartridge 

1295 G+ Stunning stereo imaging and good detail at low levels are spoiled by less-lhan-pertect tracking and high sensitivity to arms 

100 A+ Good pertormance in bass and general 'life' is seriously let down by rts spherical stylus which krlls subtle details. 

70 G Frrmly recommended as a fine all-rounder, this high-output MC model is likely lo pertorm well in nearly all circumstances 

90 G Although listeners just preferred the 110, its brother here proved a twin in lab tests and is still "thoroughly competent" 

200 VG Uncolored, detailed, neutral, superb tracking; top notch altogether, and a top notch bargain too 

450 VG Clear, detailed, neutral and generally very informative - excellent 

988 G+ Good, but not immensely competitive at the price, and not helped by comparison with the low output version 

988 VG Very clear, very detailed, no troubles with tracking; response litt around 20kHz seems to do no harm 

150 G Nothing is obviously wrong, but nothing is stunningly right either. Safe, but perhaps a little too safe 

150 G Ultimately not the peer of the MC Gold is more appropriate to the sort of equipment it's likely to be partnered with 

800 G+ Offers a warmer and very transparent account of the music. Its tracking prowess is slightly limited 

80 A+ Bearing some of the hallmarkS of the '1 OEH, the '1 OLX is still less competitive in the sonic stakes 

129 G+ Very good tracking, smooth sound and good detail. Very slight surtace noise enhancement 

50 G Slightly harsh sound but plenty of lrfe and quite good detail. Some very high frequency coloration apparent 

70 G As with 1012, a touch harsh; detail and transient purity improved, though, and it goes well with electric guitar! 

90 G Not terribly subtle, and not such good value alongside 1 012 and 1 022. Quite lively, though 

20 A A lightweight and frisky-soundrng MM that appears to be based upon the same body as the Nagaoka mm4 

200 G The basics are right, and it will cheerfully tackle any source material, but its sound possesses a certain drr1iness 

1 00 G- More confused and coloured than low-output LX, high output less of an issue these days 

100 G Not the most subtle cartridge in the world; can sound edgy at times, but lively and informative 

549 G Errs on the warm and heavy side of neutral. Strong bass lines are rts forte, but resolution of subtle treble details is weak 

600 G+ True high end quality in its lack of colorations, but tracking seems indifferent and high levels tend to sound rough and edgy. 

49 A+ Not as crisply focused as the costlier Linn magnetics, the K5 offers a smoother presentation 

98 G Linn threw this model into the leading pack by beefing up the Basik's bodywork and adding a super stylus 

199 A+ Now manufactured under the London brand name this Decca canridge is as iconoclastic as ever 

339 A- lmmedrate and detailed, but very coloured, very nonlinear and questionable effect on records. Devotees swear by it 

299 G+ An overall feeling of relaxed ease characterised this clear and atmospheric Kiseki-built cartridge 

32 G+ For the price, a good blend of virtues weight, clarity and neutrality 

55 A+ Very sensitive to load capacitance this new Ortofon maintains the company tradition for a lively, effervescent SO 

85 G+ Very clean and assured sound; transients not quite pertectly pure but plenty of detail. 

benefit in overall balance from optimised amplifier 

capacitance loading. The mechanical characteristic 

of cantilever compliance ('springiness') needs to be 

considered in the light of the effective mass of the 

tonearm, and to achieve a good match compare 

the effective mass requirements figures with the 

actual effective mass of specific arms. 'turntables' 

and 'tonearms' sections. 
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• Ortofon 530 

Ortofon 540 110 A Graced with FGll stylus but possessed of too high a compliance for broad arm matching. it could also sound a little unforgiving 
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• • Ortofon MC 1 0 Super 

•• Ortofon MC15 Super 

• Ortofon MC3 Turbo 

• Ortofon MC3000 Mkll 

Ortofon MC5000 

Rega Bias 

• Rega Elys 

• RokSan Corus Black 

RokSan Corus Blue 

• Shure ME97HE 

Shure V15 VMR 

85 G "What a delightlully sweet-sounding cartridge this is "we said 

110 G+ A good all-rounder, with outstanding pertormance in detail retrieval, even if it can be very slightly bright and close-up 

110 G Not terribly subtle, but it obviously doesn't aim at that. The 3 Turbo is bright, cheertul and bouncy - take it as it comes' 

950 E Low levels of body resonance are a real ear -opener. Nothing to criticise elsewhere; one of the very best 

1500 G Review sample could not be fully run-in, limited tracking ability, bright and forward sound, though imagrng is excellent 

34 A+ Difficult to mount in some arms due to its shallow build, the bras offers a gentile, refined SO 

74 G Clearly superior to the Bias, desprte their common heritage, the Elys is both more detailed, accurate and musically convincing 

130 G Recognisably related to Corus Blue, but drstinclly more civilised and smoother. 

75 G Roksan-specified modified Goldring 1 012; slight harshness detracts from otherwise good sound. 

55 A+ it won't turn a sow's ear of a turntable into a silk purse, but will at least keep going and produce an acceptable result 

220 A+ Initial listening gave promising results, but extended famrliarity gave the feeling of a lack of energy and a "shut-in" sound 
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Turntables -

<?� <?C't· 
cartridges continued '"

<?
"'���� 

.... .... ��-------------------
van den Hut Grasshopper IIIGlA 

... van den Hut MC One 

van den Hut MC One/High 

... van den Hut MC Two 

... van den Hut MC1 0 

... van den Hut MM1 

Best Buy 
Recommended 

3200 E Undoubtedly one of the finest cartridges available, it has tremendous bandwidth, energy and finesse 

975 G+ 

1100 G+ 

1300 G+ 

775 G+ 

This extended all the positive qualities of the '1 0 but added greater authority and scale worth it for the extra money 

Slight softening on transients was the only real flaw, but it didn't quite seem to have that special touch one expects 

Connected directly to any standard MM input it rewards with a highly detailed yet fluid and musically convincing portrayal 

A neutral balanced pertormer giving transparent midrange, fine depth and focus with firm extended bass. Gosh! 

275 G+ If woody mid range coloration could be tamed, the excellent imaging and admirable security would make it excellent 

S
pecialist turntables are what high fidelity 
sound is all about, CD may offer silent 

backrounds and flat frequency responses but 

they can't match the dynamics and superlative 

timing that serious turntable users take for granted. 

Turntables at the cheaper end of the market (sub­

£350) tend to be supplied with matching tonearm, 

and often include a 'starter' cartridge. Still better 

quality is found at higher prices amongst the 

separate motor units and tonearms. Careful 

partnering and set-up is essential for these 

components, but 'sympathetic' combinations exist. 

The columns show from left to right, 'arm 

effective mass' relates to cartridge compatibility 

with regard to compliance (springiness) and is 

explained in the 'Cartridges' introduction. 

'Suspended suchassis' - decks which have some 

form of internal isolation, generally in the form of 

springs but occasionally more solid materials such 
as rubber. 'Manual' and 'Automatic' refer to the 

operational tendencies of the deck/arm 

combination - automatic high end turntables are 

as rare as hens teeth. 'Cartridge' - if one is 

supplied. 'Belt drive' as opposed to direct drive is 

the preferred method in most quality decks. An 

'Electronic PSU' offers switchable speed change 

and a 'smoother' power supply for better sound. 

Turntables 
Product £Price Comments 

... Alphason Sonata/HAt DOS MCS 1785 G+ 

... Dual CS-503-2 t60 A 

... Dual CS-505-4 200 A 

... Kuzma Stabi/Stogi Reference 2000 G+ 

... Linn Basik 299 A+ 

... Linn LPt2 Basik/Akito 904 G 

... Linn LPt2-Lingo/Ekos 2642 G+ 

... Michell Gyrodec 697 G 

... Michell Syncro 325 G 

... Pink Triangle Anniversary 1495 E 

... Pink Triangle Export 890 E 

...... Rega Planar 2 185 G 

...... Rega Planar 3 250 G 

... Roksan Radius/T abriz zi 740 G 

... Systemdek t.920 235 A· 

...... Systemdek IIX/900 230 G 

... Systemdek IIXE/900AP 388 G+ 

SME Model 20A 3763 E 

... Thorens TD-300t/TP90SF 760 G 

...... Thorens TDt66 VI/LKIRB250 280 A-

Thorens TD2001 650 G-

... Voyd 0.5 3368 E 

... Voyd Reference 5950 E 

... Well Tempered WTAT t800 G+ 

Tonearms 
... Alphason HAt DOS 490 VG 

... Kuzma Stogi Reference 1000 VG 

... Linn Ekos 1297 VG 

...... Moth arm 95 G+ 

...... RegaRB300 t39 VG 

... Roksan T abriz 190 G+ 

... SME 309 568 VG 

... SME Series IV 828 VG 

... SME Series V 1233 E 

Good sound in all areas - bass, clarity and neutrality all in the top class and bettered by very few decks at price 

Not wholly inspiring; generally coarse and wooly sound is at least not offensive, but easily bettered by the CS505-4 

Consistent sounding and well isolated turntable. 1t is slightly lacking in balls, compensates with a consistently unmuddled presentation 

Beautifully made solid oak plinth, the Stabi also sounds very clear, detailed and extended. Stogi Reference is very capable. 

Strong midband analysis and imagery, clean if sharp treble is matched to a good if occasionally wooden bass 

Trails the full LP12 significantly, but pace, rhythm, timing etc. still in top class, and bass !auter than of old 

The classic reference is improved by the Lingo but charming character remains. Ekos is well made and suited to many decks 

Sweet and natural sounding player, well suited to Rega RB300. Aesthetics, and the acres of clear acrylic are very distinctive 

A happy blend of qualities endows the stylish Syncro with a blend of subtlety and force - the mailed fist in the velvet glove 

Possibly the most detailed, clear and neutral deck around. Likeness to master tape is uncanny 

The PT TOO with built in PS. Retains features of great transparency and neutrality. Review sample had highish motor noise 

A remarkable product at the price, surprisingly articulate and confident 

A long time leader in its category, the '3 (with excellent RB300 arm) sounded nicely 'musical' in a balanced and coherent manner 

Design is subtle, refined and easy on the eye. Musically it offers exceptional pertormance with a minimum of fuss 

The motor unit is derivative of the Rega Planar 2 with a Moth arm. Up tempo even bright at times but never lacks enthusiasm 

A high pertormance budget turntable which is particularly strong at fine detail resolution and imagery 

The acrylic platter'd IIXE is one of the rnost capable budget decks on the market, good resolution, dynamics and timing 

Supplied with Series V arm. Engineered to last a lifetime, giving excellent stereo and detail retrieval. 

Excellent middle ranking esoterica, with strong all round abilities rather than excellence in particular areas 

Refined and articulate sound with well focused imagery, suitable for use with good MM and budget MC cartridges 

Similar to TD320 but much dearer - why? Sound is comfortable but not very detailed 

Halfway between standard and Reference Voyds with the latter's platter and bearing. Superb finish, colourtul and dynamic sound 

Voyd's flagship, equipped with three substantial motors, a Lexan platter and brute PS. A strong contender for world's best 

Intriguing/challenging design. Musically it is not ideal, but has a limpid quality and a lack of artificiality that sets standards 

S-shaped arm sounds smooth, but nevertheless reproduces transients with fine attack 

Large, solid and well made arm, gives exceptionally clear sound with just a hint of brightness 

Superb, state of the art design which builds significantly on predecessor lttok's strengths 

The ultimate budget arm? Refined, detailed, sweet and natural 

Despite its modest price it sets exceptional pertormance standards and could be used on many high end turntables 

Targetted at the Xerxes, this is a good alternative to the Rega arms in many cases- a trifle bright 

Beautifully made and finished, fully adjustable, a highly neutral pertormer 

Superb engineering and finish with a finely balanced sound, impressive stereo focus and low colouration 

Excellent in all respects, this arm arguably sets the standard for pivoted arms regardless of price 
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Personal messages 
lt's six months on, and Paul 
Messenger's case of French Rehd Fever 
shows no signs of abating ... 

I 
n my rhapsody to the big Rehdeko 

175 last November, I promised not 

to rabbit on ad nauseam about this 

new love affair of mine, and allow at 

least three months before taking stock. 

Well, I've managed six months with 

just one passing mention. My own pair 

has arrived and had enough time to 

blow the dust out of its coils, a whole 

variety of visitors have had the oppor­

tunity to sample the Rehdeko experi­

ence, and I've had the chance to put in 

plenty of flying hours with a wide vari­

ety of sources-and so on. 

I think the consensus among gener­

ally rather bemused visitors is that I've 

probably taken leave of my senses. It's 

the strain of lounging around listening 

to hi-fi and all that. Most folks seem 

much happier with my wall-mounted 

15inch Tannoy dual-concentric dri­

vers, which have built up quite a fan 

club and are no less inspiring in an alto­

gether more conventional and hence 

acceptable way. But a significant 

minority have been intrigued and 

impressed by the RK175s; one com­

mented that he might as well leave his 

Led Zep Live CD behind as he wouldn't 

be able to listen to it at home again. 

As for myself, I've had no second 

thoughts, and my Rehdeko passion is 

running higher than ever. Also, my 

new versions (complete with factory 

damping) are significantly smoother 

and sweeter than the first pair I tried. 

Note the careful use of the comparative 

here-smooth or sweet they most cer­

tainly are not. Rather, the whole expe­

rience is intense going on extreme, 

butso emotionally involvingl'll have 

to put up with that. 

As I've stated many times before. 

it's not what I say but what I do 

that matters. Behaviour rather 

than bullshit provides the most 

valid evidence. Two facts stand 

out. The first is that I'm listen­

ing to more records (mostly on 

vinyl, but 'twas ever thus) and 

radio (especially R3), and 

watching less 1V - all of 

which would seem to be 

good for the soul. 

The second point might 

be the more significant, and 

has slightly perturbing impli­

cations. Since my living com.es 
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Will you look at 
the quality of 
those drive 
units! 

mainly from reviewing speakers and 

1Vs, the Rehdekos are often consigned 

to the store, sometimes for weeks at a 

time. Trouble is, I miss them so much I 

seize any excuse to slip them back in 

for the odd day, even though doing so 

is quite a hefty operation. 

TI1e added problem is that it's quite 

difficult to make the perceptual adjust­

ment back to conventional speakers 

afterwards. It's not that I'm claiming 

the Rehdekos are superior - for the 

majority of people they probably never 

will be-but rather that they're so wild­

ly different from anything else that it 

takes a while to reset the mental com­

pass, altimeter and direction finders to 

something approaching normality. 

However much I might enjoy the 

Rehdekos for pleasure and relaxation, 

it's virtually impossible to use them as 

any sort of meaningful yardstick or ref. 

erence point for conventional com­

mercial speakers. It's about as 

appropriate as trying to compare road 

cars against a Formula One racing car 

-entirely different rules apply. 

But if Big Rehd proves deuced awk­

ward in a speaker evaluation role, it's 

remarkably good at distinguishing 

between different source, accessory 

and amplification components. The 

dominant midband and relative lack 

of bass level and upper treble don't 

exactly help in figuring out what's 

going on at the bandwidth extremes, 

and the dry bass is bound to favour rich­

er sounding amps, turntables etc -

which may partly explain why I'm 

quite content to carry on with much 

the same LinnfNaim driving system 

that I've been using for years. 

Admittedly, I've only 

explored one or two 

alternatives so far. 

TI1e Rehdeko's 

superb time-<:oherence, 

alongside truly right­

eous dynamics, ruthless­

ly reveal any congestion 

or smearing tendencies, 

with a transparency that 

has proved a real education. 

It's not that you can't get 

either of those factors in other 

exceptional speakers, it's just 

that the Rehdeko manages to 

combine them both in the one 

package and uniquely so in my 

experience. 

It's that combination which has 

entirely seduced me. With 'nor­

mal' hi-fi, one is always conscious 

Opinion 

of listening to reproduced music. It's 

often accomplished with considerable 

aplomb, but always just a fractal 

dimensional shift away from the real 

thing. The Rehdeko's sound may have 

more to do with PA than aplomb, but 

underlying the cosmetic deficiencies 

there's a shock of the real, a rightness 

and a believability which I find irre­

sistible. Live rock recordings, which 

would normally be experienced via a 

PA system in any case, are particularly 

convincing. 

TI1ere's also the way classical music 

has become more accessible, because 

of the way the dense mid band textures 

opened up dynamically and temporar­

ily, losing a lot of congestion and con­

fusion in the process. 

Meanwhile, the forward presence 

and early treble roll-off are probably 

just two factors contributing to notice­

able voice coloration. Actual intelligi­

bility is the best I've ever encountered, 

especially in the way it remains consis­

tent down to the very lowest levels. 

However, I have yet to discover the 

extent to which this is itself a function 

of the presence peak. 

It's a shame there isn't more bass. I've 

tried adding the fastest subwoofer I 

know-the Tannoy 625ALF-but even 

thatcouldn 't really keep up, on vinyl at 

least, though it does give a worthwhile 

boost with movie soundtracks. 

Although the experience is not 

always comfortable, the way Rehdekos 

seem to magnify differences is very 

intriguing. They not only highlight dif­

ferences between components which 

are trying to do the same job, but 

between the various media them­

selves. FM radio's high spots are prov­

ing a lot of fun too, but with these 

speakers vinyl remains indisputably 

pre-eminent. However, the many iniq­

uities of studio engineering are often 

all too embarrassingly obvious, which 

is tending to shift my perception of the 

entire Messenger record collection. 

The loudspeaker is a multi-dimen­

sional device, and trying to achieve the 

best possible performance in one direc­

tion invariably involves sacrificing 

ideals in some other respect. The 

Rehdeko compromise might be quirky 

in the extreme, but after discriminat­

ing the differences between the latest 

crop of ten litre, two-way, under-£200 

vinyl covered boxes, I can sit back and 

let the RK175s rip out the earwax with 

a shocking dose of reality, warts and all 

-the perfect antidote to hi-fi ennui. 
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