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The Jamo Concert Series.
HEAR...SEE...RELAX&ENJOY...
Advanced technology, innovative design and refined
workmanship is not always the perfect recipe for suc-
cess, we believe a little more is required.

The Concert series has enabled Jamo to produce a
range of loudspeakers which will reproduce music that
is clean and neutral. The dynamic range transparency
and sound stage are all raised to a higher dimension.

The successes attained by the Jamo development team
is the result of efforts to design high-quality loudspeaker components which are critically
matched to one another.

HERTELL SOMA MERZ, Ludwigsburg

It is an honour for us to introduce this new generation of loudspeakers to you...
...Jamo Concert 11, Jamo Concert 8 and Jamo Concert Center.
THE SOUND OF EXCELLENCE - Made in Denmark.

Jamao' s«
J, SOUND

OF
EXCEL-
LENCE”

JAMO UK Ltd, 5 Faraday Close, Drayton Fields, Daventry, Northants NN 11 5RD Phone: 01327 / 301 300, Fax: 01327 / 300 511
International enquiries: JAMO A/S, PO. Box 220, DK-7870 Glyngoere, Denmark, Phone: +45 99 76 76 76, Fax: +45 97 73 20 75
Web page: http://wwwjamospeakers.com  E-mail: speakers@jamo.dk




LOPINION i)

Editor’s

Notebook

Stan Vincent adopts a metaphorical lotus position to
reflect on the power of music, and other things. ..

will be remembered as
19 96 theyearinwhichmypar-
entsdiscovered CD. For

anumberofmonthsthey’ve been quizzingme
elliptically about the merits of portable units
comparedwithfull-sizemachines, whether CD
would work with existing equipment —
queries indicating their readiness to join the
digitalset. Beinga dutiful son,Ihaveattempt-
ed to answer their questions to the best of my
ability,butremained puzzled whythey would
want to invest in CD when they already have
a substantial collection of records and tapes,
and a basic but decent audio system.

My mother’s birthday wastheexcusethey
needed,and havingdecided thatflexibilitywas
the name of the game, they commissioned me
to source agood-quality personal CD player.
(Ipicked the £200 Technics SL-XP600 forits
longbatterylife,great soundand handy wire-
less remote control.) It was duly dispatched
with a handful of CDs to get the ball rolling.

Well, Icouldn’tbelieve their response. I'd
figured they’d be pretty pleased with theirnew
toy,buthadn’texpected outrightecstasy,nor
thatmynormallymild-mannered mumwould
startenquiringaboutneighbours’social sched-
ules just so that she could crank up the vol-
ume and sing along. This £200 portable has
givenmy folksawhole new outlook on music
they’ve known for years.

I must confess this was a surprise. Indeed,
their reaction has cast new light on one of my
long-heldtheories, whichconcernstheneeds
of differentpeopletohearacertainlevelofmusic
reproduction quality. Musicians, for exam-
ple,seem toneed only limited amounts of ¢hi-
fi’toenjoy recorded music. Theirtrainingallows
their brains to ‘fill in the gaps’ between what
theyhearandwhattheyknowtheyshouldhear.
Follow that to its logical conclusion, and

‘higher-fi’ should make little dif-
N, ferencetothebasiclevel ofenjoy-
ment. Yetdespitemy parents
being accomplished semi-

We were honoured
to be voted Hi-Fi

Magazine Of The Year at the
CETI Industry Awards,
Harrogate, May 1996. Cheers!
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professional musicians, and despite the fact
that for many years they have owned decent
record- and tape-playing apparatus, CD has
elevatedtheirmusicalenjoymenttoanew level.

Inthelightofthis, Thave reshuffled my pre-
conceptions. Hi-fi is not just about present-
ingthemostcomplete picture of amusical per-
formance. Itisaboutcommunicatingthespir-
itofthe performance. Thehumanbrainisadept
at filling in gaps in music, but the more gaps
ithasto fill in, the harder it must work.

If your brain is working hard, there’s no
way you can enjoy yourself at the same time.
Sothereal powerofhi-fiisthe wayittakesthe
effort out of listening to music. It presents the
mostlifelike representation of a performance,
so that cognitive centres can get on with the
business of feeling emotion in a piece, rather
thantryingtomakesenseofitinthefirstplace.
The better your hi-fi system, the more pow-
erfulthe feelingsit’ll allow you to experience.
Really, itis that simple.

Trompe I’ ceil
Iwouldjustliketoclearupanyconfusionthere
may have been about an advertisement that
appeared on pages 70and 71 of ourlastissue.
Entitled ‘FiveStarsFor Value’,itwascontrived
to look like an editorial feature giving buying
advice, with a box-out panel listing “The 20
Best Hi-Fi Dealers In The UK. Regrettably,
foraninexplicablereason, the partieswhopro-
vided this puff omitted the usual ‘advertise-
ment’strapline,butlregretitscontentwasnoth-
ing but commercial, and the contents of the
pagein no way represented the editorial views
or policies of Hi-Fi Choice. Caveat emptor,
my friends.

Hello London!

It’s a big Hi-Fi Choice welcome to Christina
Bunce,whohasjoinedusasProductionEditor
fromNexus MediainSwanley,Kent. Christina
brings to the office a cheery disposition and,
thankfully, some new albums to play on the
office system.

In this month’s issue

Many audiophiles find musical tastes broad-
ening when their system starts to sing. That’s
certainly beenthe case forour Inspirationscan-
didate this month, Rob Dowse. On page 54
you’ll discover how his eclectic taste in hi-fi

hasledtoanequally unusualmusiccollection.
The Hi-Fi Show, held at Heathrow’s
RamadaHotelduring September,wasaroar-
ing success,asyou’llread in Jason Kennedy’s
Show Report on page 11. (The Live 96 show
at Earl’s Court, meanwhile, appears to have
disappointed all but cellphone groupies.)
Also in this issue we have a group test of
14speakers priced between £400and £1,000.
Starting on page 66, it includes a discussion
of how stand-mounts compare to floor-
standersat thispricelevel. Then we have six
integrated systems your lounge or bedroom
musthear, teninterconnectcablesidealforthe
average £1,000system,andaworldexclusive
review of Jamo’s superb Concert 8 speakers.
May there be peace in your world, and
pleasure in your
listeningthismonth!

HANDBAGS AT DAWN?
On page 21 we report on Verity plc’s

revolutionary flat-panel speaker technol-
ogy, ‘nxt’, among whose principal appli-
cations will be in-car audio and domes-
tic AV installations. Just as we were
putting away our pens and pencils at the
end of this issue, however, there came a
fax from Noise Cancelling Technologies
[UK] Ltd (NCT), whose US parent claims
to have been working on ‘Flat Panel
Loudspeaker Technology’ for over two
years. At a press launch in late October,
the company claims it will unveil “fully-
equipped vehicles” and “Flat ‘Picture’
Technology for Home Audio”.
Afterwards, | have no doubt patents will
be compared...

>T

Flattening

perspective

The flat response
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B&W'’s CDM1 speakers
are among the winners
in this month’s big test.

Just two of the star
attractions in Sessions.

se set-up is one of
five stylishisystems on test.

.
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6 Update

Malcolm Steward is the audio news nexus of
the moment. Nothing new in hi-fi slips through
his fingers as they dance over his keyboard.

l 6 Sessions

Once again Jason Kennedy is in the Sessions
groove, bringing you reviews of the latest hi-fi
hardware to hit the streets.

31 Write on!

Your chance to become the Charles Dickens
of audio. Write about seven million words on
grime, gloom, man’s inhumanity to man and
don't forget a bit of hi-fi.

32 Statements I

Great Dane Jamo is best known as a high-vol-
ume speaker manufacturer. But can it make
high-end speakers? Alan Sircom investigates.

3 5 Statements II

Audio-Faust Jason Kennedy goes to Krell and
back to discover the joys of Connecticut’s
finest integrated amplifier.

3 6 Help!

Malcolm Steward whips out his virtual hi-fi
toolkit and sets about fixing the sonic limita-
tions of your system. To our readers, he's the
fourth emergency service.

5 4 Inspirations

Jason Kennedy takes a trip to check out the
ll ) system of top hot-rod hi-fi constructor (and
sometime audio philosopher) Rob Dowse.

Cadence’s radical new Arca was among
the goodies on show at Ramada.
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3 From the Editor's Notebook

Stan Vincent introduces his parents to CD and
turns his Mum into a volume addict!

25 Ear Waxings

Jason Kennedy is surrounded by kit that he
can't afford. Such is the life of a hi-fi reviewer.

2 5 The Jimmy Hughes Experience

Jimmy Hughes goes back to classic old digital
recordings, just as recording engineers
rediscover analogue.

27 Paul Miller’s Oasis of Sanity

Technical Editor Paul Miller gets into a stew
over the nature of B&W's CDM1 cabinet.

29 Personal Messages

Paul Messenger talks about the shape of
speakers — how they look and how they
should look for the ultimate sonics.

l 4 6 Ultra Vivian Scene

David Vivian ponders one of the great record
collection questions of life.

REVIEWS

44 Lifestyle Systems

Six of the sleekest, sexiest, most sophisticated
systems are given the Alan Sircom treatment.

5 8 Interconnect Cables

Alan Sircom and Paul Miller get tangled up in the
latest crop of affordable interconnect cables.

6 6 Loudspeakers

14 of the latest middle-market speakers are
subjected to rigorous testing. Paul Messenger
does listening while Paul Miller measures.

QWIM!WIN!WIN!

£600 worth of
excellent
Vivanco
headphones
must be won!

l l Ramada Show

This year's Hi-Fi Show was packed with tons of
new interesting stuff. Jason Kennedy reports.

: 21 New Technology Special

Mission has unveiled stunning new technology

: that could radically change the shape of future
. loudspeakers. Alvin Gold investigates.

3 READER SERVICES
: 40 Subscriptions

: Subscribe to Hi-Fi Choice, get rich, grow taller

and become the best lover ever. Perhaps.
l l l Readers’ Classified

Buy, sell or trade a bargain today in our portfo-
lio of well-loved, pre-owned hi-fi products.

13 6 Factsback

The ultra-quick way to access classic Hi-Fi
Choice articles and reviews.

l 4 5 Next Month & Who's Who
Happy new year, everybody. Find out what

January 1997 will look like in Hi-Fi Choice,
without the aid of Mystic Meg.

lo 4 Mail Order

: Your chance to own a variety of small hi-fi
: gizmos that you can't live without.

THE BUYER’'S GUIDE

l 12 The Price Guide/Directory

A complete listing of all new hi-fi products on

the market, and an easy-to-use listing of every

: component we have reviewed.

WIN!WIN !WIN!@

Over £2,400
worth of
superb systems
must be won!

PRODUCTS FEATURED

IN THIS ISSUE

AudioQuest Turquoise interconnect cable . . . . page 58
Bandridge ProfiGold PG301 interconnect cable. . . page 59
Bang & Olufsen Beosystem 9000 system

B&W CDM1 loudspeakers

Bose Lifestyle 20 system

Cable Talk Studio 2 interconnect cable
Cambridge Audio Studio Reference
interconnect cable

Canon S-75 loudspeakers

Castle Harlech loudspeakers

Connections Midas HD interconnect cable. . ..
Denon D-F07 system

Epos ES12 loudspeakers

GLL Imagio IG130 loudspeakers

Ixos 102 interconnect cable

JVC UX-1000 system

Kenwood KA-7090R integrated amplifier

Krell KAV-300i integrated amplifier

Monitor Audio 703PMC loudspeakers

Myryad MC100 CD player

Neat Petite Il loudspeakers

Neat Mystique loudspeakers

Nordost Black Knight interconnect cables. . . .
PMC TB1 loudspeakers

Polk RT16 loudspeakers

QLN Qubic 222 loudspeakers

Roksan ROKone loudspeakers

Royd Doublet loudspeakers

Silvertone Ex-Static interconnect cable

Sonic Link Silver Pink interconnect cable . . ..

Sony MDS JE-500 MiniDisc Recorder

Spendor 2030 loudspeakers

Stands Unigue Sound Tower
equipment support

Tannoy 635 loudspeakers

Teac H500 system

Technics SC-CA01 system

TDL RTL3 (revised) loudspeakers
Trichord Pulsemaster jitter buster
Trichord Revelation CD player

van den Hul Source HB interconnect cable . ..
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In brief

The British Federation of Audio has
stepped onto the Internet to
showcase the work of the
British hi-fi industry. Its site
includes details of UK manufac-
turers and distributors and can
be browsed at
http://www.british-
audio.org.uk

The Scottish Hi-Fi Exhibition will
take place from Friday,
November 15 to Sunday,
November 17, at the Royal Scot
Hotel, Corstophine Road,
Edinburgh. Admission is free
and the show will include an in-
car exhibit in a separate mar-
quee. = (0131) 556 7901

Audioprism’s CD Blacklight is a
lightweight, phosphorescent
mat that's claimed to be proba-
bly the best CD tweak yet. It
physically damps the CD/clamp
interface, cuts static and can-
cels stray light, all for £39.95.
 (01702) 200934

Aiwa has opened a Customer
Information Centre complete
with a consumer helpline.
Trained staff are available to
offer advice on portable audio,
hi-fi separates, audio and home
cinema systems, and VCRs, to
existing and potential Aiwa cus-
tomers. & (0990) 902 902

Sanyo’s CDP455 is, according to
GfK figures, the UK's best sell-
ing personal CD player. Selling
for £119.99, it comes with a car
kit and an AC adapter, and fea-
tures Sanyo's three-second
digital anti-shock system. =
(01923) 246363

Titan has introduced two new
models to its hand-made loud-
speaker range. The £1,000
Tower T/4 and £3,000 Maxi T/4
join the £600 Mini T/2. All use
anodised aluminium drivers
and come in a selection of
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RUPERT MURDOGH OWNS NEWSPAPERS AROUND THE GLOBE, BUT ONLY MALCOLM STEWARD HAS THE LATEST HI-FI STORIES,

DM + DAC=CD

B000CH

0009°°

Audiolab’s ‘spot the difference’ competition.

UK tweaked TEAC

Built in Japan but to a stringent British design brief, the Teac
CD-3450SE aims to delight audiophiles on a budget. This
special edition model has an output stage that incorporates
Burr-Brown op amps designed by Peter Hawkins, late of
Kinshaw Electronics.

The DC-coupled, servo-controlled machine offers a one-
bit DAC, eight-times oversampling filter, TOS-link optical
digital output, centre-mounted mechanism, full-function
remote control, a variety of programming functions, and a
headphone jack — all for £199.95. @& (01923) 819630

Could the MS10i be a budg

Audiolab has included key features from its 8000CDM CD
transport and 8000DAC in its new integrated CD player —
called, unsurprisingly, the 8000CD.

The new machine features a freshly developed, 20-bit
resolution filter and a 128-times oversampling, single-bit,
dual differential DAC chip from Crystal Semiconductors.
This incorporates a high-performance digital filter and
delta sigma modulator. The latterhandles data culled from
a CD-ROM drive that uses a three-beam laser and a linear
motor, all controlled by Audiolab’s own software.

To negate the effects of having digital signal processing
and sensitive analogue circuits in close proximity, the
designers paid special attention to chassis and PCB
design, taking particular care with grounding and the ana-
logue output filter to maintain low crosstalk and noise
along with smooth frequency and phase response.

The 8000CD sells for £999.90 and comes with an
S/PDIF digital output, which allows for a potential upgrade
with the addition of an 8000DAC. Anyone seeking further
information about the player should note that Audiolab
now has a new phone number: = (01480) 415600

CD-3450SE: TEAC's latest budget audiophile offering.

Classic sounds

Mordaunt-Short has released a special edition of its popu-
lar MS10i loudspeaker, catering for consumers demand-
ing a rosewood-finished model.

However, the MS10i Classic provides more than just
improved cosmetics. For starters, the elegant cabinet —
finished with an environmentally sound, reconstituted
veneer — is also slightly deeper than that of the original
speaker, and has a longer reflex-port tube. These give the
Classic extra extension at the bass end of the spectrum.

A completely revised crossover using audiophile grade
components provides an ‘exceptionally smooth tonal bal-
ance’ that, while still lively and exciting with rock, aims to
provide a more refined insight into the instrumental colour
of classical and jazz music using acoustic instruments.
The new network is also bi-wirable.

Available now, the MS10i Classic costs £279.99. @
(01705) 407722; http://www.mordaunt-short.com

HI-FI CHOICE



Copland reaches a solid state

Well known for its range of elegant valve amplifiers, Copland
has now released its first fully-solid-state design. The CSA8
is an entry-level integrated based upon the valve-transistor
hybrid CSA14. The latter was designed as a solid-state
amplifier but used two low-voltage valves in the input differ-
ential section of its voltage amplifier stage. These have been
replaced in the CSA8 with semiconductors, which, while
bringing the soundstage forward, have, says the maker,
nonetheless safeguarded the smooth sonic character associ-
ated with Copland products.

To minimise the signal path, all expendable controls
have been ousted. All that remain on the front panel are an
on/off button, an Alps volume control, and the input selector
that caters for five sources. Toshiba output devices provide
60W per channel of class A/B power. Two finish options are
available: the ‘classic’ silver or satin black with gold legends.

Wharfedale Diamond 7.1. Poly, put the kettle on..

NAD’s powerhouse 317 |15

Claiming “outstanding power to drive almost any loudspeaker in bridged or bi-amp
mode”, the model 317 is the newest integrated amplifier from NAD. Let’s deal with the
Watt count first: the quoted continuous power into eight Ohms is a respectable 80W that
rises to 250W per channel into two Ohms for short-term peaks. However, bridge the 317
and you get 240W into eight Ohms. If those figures seem familiar to you spec heads that’s
because the 317's power stage has been lifted from the NAD 214 power amplifier.

At the front end, the 317 provides six line-level inputs including two tape circuits with
bi-directional dubbing. Pre-out and main-in sockets allow users to separate the pream-

plifier and power amplifier stages for upgrading.

The 317 can be remote controlled but a handset is not provided with it — you could
use the controller from the NAD 116. The amplifier also provides defeatable tone con-
trols, NAD’s Soft Clipping circuitry and the NAD Link system communication bus.
Another familiar feature is the grey paint job. The price is £469.95. @ (0181) 343 3240

NAD 317 —serving suggestion.

HI-FI CHOICE

CSAS8: smooth sonic character safeguarded.

The price of £949.95 will, Copland hopes, encourage buy-
ers to consider partnering the amplifier with the soon-to-be-
released CDA277 CD player. @ (0181) 947 5047

Diamond
geezers

Wharfedale's ground-breaking baby, the Diamond, now
14 years old, has fathered a whole range of new entry-
level loudspeakers. There are now four models bearing the
Diamond name, ranging in price from £99 to £199. All of
them feature a new construction technique utilising
moulded ground-rock polymer baffles.

The range opens with the £99 Diamond 7.1 and £139
Diamond 7.2. Both are two-way bookshelf designs. The
7.1 uses a laminated, polished-cone woofer with a Mylar
dome tweeter. The enclosure uses a newly designed sym-
metrical rear port that enables the speaker to play louder.
The 7.2 is a similar design but has a deeper, eight-litre
cabinet and a bass-mid cone moulded from mineral loaded
co-polymer. It also has a larger, 25mm silk-dome tweeter.

The Diamond 7.3 is a £199 floor-stander, which will
be launched simultaneously with the Diamond 7A, a pow-
ered, active design. All the new models, says Wharfedale,
offer low coloration and go deeper and louder more cleanly
than their competitors. = (0113) 260 1222

fulfilment

If you're kicking your heels wait-
ing for DVD to hit the streets
you'll be pleased to hear that VC
has announced its intention to
start producing DVD discs at its
Sacramento and Tuscaloosa
plants in April 1997. The initial
rate of production will be
600,000 discs each month
although the two plants have a
joint potential capacity for pro-
ducing more than 12 million
discs per month.

The move is part of the com-
pany’s ‘Fulfilment Strategy’,
which aims to develop DVD soft-
ware and promote the spread of
the new medium. The scheme
includes a range of activities
from authoring and mastering to
production and distribution. As
part of this effort, JDC (JVC Disc
America)  established a
Fulfilment Center for disc pack-
aging and distribution in Atlanta.

finishes. Full information and
demonstrations are available
from the manufacturer.

= (01702) 206870

Wharfedale’s Modus range grows
with the addition of the Modus
Powered Sub-Bass, an active
subwoofer for home cinema
use. An internal 150-Watt
amplifier drives two 170mm
long-throw units in a bandpass
enclosure. Complete with line-
and speaker-level inputs the
speaker sells for £349.95.
= (0113) 260 1222

Canon’s new S-R100 surround-
sound effects speaker is a cor-
ner mounting design with a
paintable full-length grille.
Inside its structural plastics
enclosure are a 130mm mid-
bass driver and a 14mm
tweeter harnessed to Canon’s
acoustic mirror system, which
provides the speaker with wide
dispersion both horizontally
and vertically.
= (01256) 841300

Technics SA-EX300 is a new entry-
level, RDS-equipped AV
receiver that delivers 40W to
each of the front channels and
equal power to the surrounds. It
costs £249.95 on its own or
£379.95 as part of a package
including five speakers. There’s
also an SA-EX500 at £349.95
and an SA-EX700 at £449.95 if
you need more power. The SA-
EX100 is a non-surround
receiver costing £199.95.
= (0990) 357357

Denon promises “affordable Pro
Logic quality” from its £299.99,
RDS equipped, AVR-600RD AV
receiver. The remote controlled
unit incorporates Denon’s
Dynamic Discrete Surround
Circuit in which the front chan-
nels are handled as separate
analogue signals amplified by
three 50W power amps. Two
15W amplifiers handle the rear
channels. = (01753) 888447

Revox returns to the UK through
the Musical Design Company, a
new venture headed by
Micromega boss, lan Bolt.
Products include the Evolution
and Emotion systems, multi-
room components, and the
Elegance high performance
separates range. No-compro-
mise separates are promised
later this year.
 (0181) 502 1439
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Clearly
better.

When « of the best loudspeaker
Cngin(‘cring teams in the world advances its
state-of-the-art technology, you'd expect
the result to outperform the competition.

It does

KEF’s new Q Series, with its distinctive
clear cone Uni-Q® drivers, delivers a more
precise stereo image, over a wid

lIl‘&7

area, than any
conventional loudspeaker can.
This latest advance in KEF’s
patented technology delivers
even smoother midrange

response and clarity that’s

From bookshelf to 3-way floorstander,
the entire range is magnetically shielded
{ Home Theatre use. And because
aesthetics are integral to good design,
the two largest models incorporate
KEF’s new ‘racetrack’ bass unit. With

berformance an 8 inch driver in
the space of a 6 inch, it
preserves slim, elegant
Q Series design.

With the new
Q Series, the competition

have been decisively out-

classed.

The difference is cle

SERIES

The experience
of sound

MODELS SHOWN ARE THE Q SERIES COMPRISING THE Q15, Q35, Q55, Q65, Q75 AND Q95C. KEF AND UNI-Q ARE REGISTERED TRADEMARKS. UNI-Q IS PROTECTED UNDER GB PATENT 2 236929. U.S. PAT. NO. 5,548,657.
WORLDWIDE PATENTS PENDING. FOR DETAILS ON KEF Q SERIES PLEASE CONTACT: KEF AUDIO (UK) LIMITED, DEPT HFC4, FREEPOST MA 1332, ECCLESTON ROAD, TOVIL, MAIDSTONE, KENT ME15 6BR. TELEPHONE (01622) 672261




“ Denon denotes another SE

In brief

The D-MO03 is yet another classy

Denon has replaced its popular PMA-25011l budget audio-
phile amplifier with the PMA-250SE. The new 30W model
is said to provide a more consistent performance over a
wide range of loads, thanks to an uprated power supply. It
claims to offer greater dynamics, and to deliver even bet-
ter performance with CD players and loudspeakers that
are likely to partner it. The SE is priced at £159.99 in line-
level guise but can have a phono input fitted by the dealer
for an additional £14.99. & (01753) 888447

Home Cinema from ProAc

ProAc's front line is now complete.

ProAc customers who wish to expand into home cinema
can now do so with a centre-channel loudspeaker
designed to complement the company’s Studio and
Response models.

The Response CC One (£599) uses magnetically
shielded drivers — two 130mm bass units flanking a
19mm, soft-dome tweeter — mounted in a reflex
loaded, well-damped, fibre-board cabinet measuring
178mm tall, 445mm wide and 192mm deep. Standard
finish is black with others to order.

With an eight Ohm impedance and 89dB sensitivity,
the CC One is easy to drive. & (01280) 700147

More buttons than you can count from Onkyo.

Onkyo takes THX to the stre

Onkyo has two new products for the keen AV enthusiast.
The first is the TX-SV828THX receiver, which costs
£1,299.95 and provides 90 Watts to the front three chan-
nels and 50W/ch to the rears. Features include eight audio
and four video inputs, along with a programmable remote
control, on-screen graphics and an intelligent power man-
agement system that fires up the AV system when you turn
on the TV. Seven digital surround modes using a 24-bit
DSP chip are fitted, including Dolby Pro-Logic, Home THX,
Dolby Pro-Logic Theatre, Hall, Live Arena and Studio.

If you'd like to add AC-3 capability, there’s the ED-901
AC-3 decoder, which is designed to work with the TX-
SV828THX and Onkyo’s TX-SV919THX
receiver. The ED-901 comes with two input
selectors for audio and video sources (S-
Video compatible), plus coaxial and optical
digital inputs for DVD use. A D-SUB25 cable
is supplied for connection to the receiver. The
unit sells for £699.95. If you're a late-night
movie watcher and can’t play your system
loudly enough, the ED-901 also has a
Midnight Theater mode to boost whispers and
compress bangs. & (0181) 343 3240
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The latest Denon to be blessed with SE status.

A Castle to Keep

Something to g eep the

Castle’s first AV speaker is the Keep centre channel. Fully
shielded and measuring 475mm wide, 170mm tall and
280mm deep, it uses two 130mm, cast-chassis, high-
power bass-mid units, with injection moulded diaphragms
— similar to those in the Harlech — flanking a 25mm
polyamide laminated dome tweeter.

The speaker is available in nine real wood veneers.
Standard finishes of black, mahogany, cherry, walnut, nat-
ural, medium and antique oak cost £249, while rosewood
and yew cost £299. The introduction of the Keep does not,
however, indicate that Castle is planning a wide range of AV
models. The company recognised the need for a centre chan-
nel speaker to match its existing range but has no plans to
add a surround sound model to its line-up.

Also new is the Eden, a stand-mount, reflex loaded two-
way. Its 25mm MDF cabinet measures 500mm tall,
240mm wide and 300mm deep, and contains similar com-
ponents to the recently introduced Avon model. These
include a bass-mid driver with a carbon fibre cone and the
company's new polyamide-laminated, horn-loaded 25mm
dome tweeter. A tightly specified, bi-wireable crossover
completes the picture. A standard finish Eden sells for £449
while a deluxe finished example —rosewood or yew — costs
£529. @ (01756) 795333

Tube lkons

Vintage Radio Restoration has introduced a new range of

midi-sized valve amplifiers called /kon. The roster

includes a line-level preamplifier, a phono and line-level

preamplifier, and two class A monoblok, SE power
amplifiers — one pentode, the other triode connected.

All the units share the same compact case and are

hard-wired throughout with silver-plated PTFE wire.

They also feature high quality components including

gold-plated connectors, polypropylene signal capacitors

and Alps pots. The pentode power amplifier uses 5881

valves giving 10W output, while the triode

design uses EL34s for SW output. Both

have fully regulated power supplies.

Prices start at £1,645 for the

line-level pre-amplifier and a pair of

either type of power amplifiers. A

built-in phono stage is £200 extra.

= (01903) 501158

looking compact system from
Denon. The champagne gold
micro costs £499.99 and comes
with a one-bit, front-loading CD
player, RDS radio, auto-reverse
Dolby B cassette, a 20W per
channel amplifier, full remote
control and two-way speakers.
= (01753) 888447

The PA100 is a new power ampli-

fier that forms part of a revised
range of products from Aura.
Available in black (£699) or
chrome (£749) finishes, the
slim-line, MOSFET design offers
100W per channel or can be
bridged to deliver 250W mono.
<« (01903) 207133

Acoustic Energy’s £149.95 AE107C

centre-channel design is
designed to be used above or
below a TV. This two-way,
ported speaker features mag-
netically shielded 110mm mid-
bass and 25mm HF units. Bi-
wire connections are fitted into
the low resonance, black fin-
ished enclosure, which uses
18mm MDF throughoutits con-
struction. = (01285) 654432

ATC has a new, no-compromise

power amplifier said to release
the full potential of its passive
loudspeakers. The SPA2-150
uses a novel topology designed
by the company’s technical
director, Tim Isaac, based on
grounded-source FETs in the
output stage. This enables the
amplifier to deliver over 200
Watts while keeping distortion
components 95dB below the
signal level. Also new is an
upgraded version of the SCM20
loudspeaker designated the
SCM20sl, the suffix reflecting
its incorporation of Super
Linear magnetic material. This
development aims to counter
the efficiency loss caused by
eddy currents circulating in the
pole piece and front plate of
drive units. = (01285) 760561

Ixos 607 low-profile loudspeaker

cable represents a new concept
in cable versatility, says dis-
tributor, the Path Group. It con-
tains two OFC conductors, each
of which has 192 strands of pli-
able 0.1mm wire. One side of
the sheath is covered in adhe-
sive protected by a backing
tape, which can be removed
when you want to stick the
cable to a nook or cranny in
your living room. It costs £1.95
per metre. = (01494) 459981
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Ramad

i ; ; ¢ ! Model 9, Tannoy Red.
: Y 3 Full size Grande
i Utopia from JM Lab.
® PT's Integral amp
& 8 and Numeral CDP.
e IR 8 "\ ® Tryactiv’s mould

his year's ‘Hi-Fi Show 96’ (hosted as
ever by Hi-Fi News & Record Review at
the Ramada Hotel, Heathrow) was a
busy and positive occasion. The
exhibitors, consisting largely of small hi-fi

companies, seemed much happier than they
i amps come in at und £4 000 for the pai

have been in recent years. There is a clear
belief that things are on the up, which
must mean that export markets
are beginning to buzz.

There were simply loads of
new products on display
and in action, so it's hard
to know where to start. |
guess amplifiers are as
good a jumping-off point
as any, and as you'd
expect, there was a
healthy showing on the
valve-amp front. GATE
is a British manufac-
turer of push-pull triode
and pentode monobloks
with a matching preamp.
Its 300B-equipped
TR201As cost £2,820 a
pair. The longer-established
outfit Tube Technology
unveiled the Affinity range of
fully-encased amps, which
includes both pentode and triode-
coupled designs with prices starting at

£1,050 for the S-18 power amp, or £1,240

for the S-18i integrated.

Marantz was having fun with its Model 7
i grated at £498:
casework is less ' INTEGRAL

and 9 retro designs, playing them with a
Garrard 401/SME mklll and Tannoy Red
Monitor speakers to create a definitive
1960s high-end system. More up to date
was the Arion Nereus 300B SE integrated
model, at under £2,000 with a nice stone
facia. Audio Note’s substantial Ankoru is a
parallel-845-triode, single-ended monoblok
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Japanese style. It cos', a
i cool £14,500. PSC is}

i and output down to

i 45W, but sound

i quality is said to be as
i good as ever.

@ Cadence Arca,

Indian electrostatic.
(2 Retro fun: Marantz

breaking 321S.

built over here in the

ring-
ing in the American Audioprism
range of beautifully-made tube

designs: the Mantissa pre and Defut power

introducing its Enlight@ment
pre/power at £1,69@and the
range topplng DSP5000S
combo t £5,000. The latt
is the ulmlnat|on of eight
years’ R&D and corpo-
rates a Cubed ss A out-

put stage. |
Chord Electronics ha =
reduced the price of ent o
to its extensiv range wit

the CPA 1800%£1,730)
and CPA 2200 £2, 290)'

There was ple of action on the -
transistor front’as well, with DPA

|
|

preamps, plus the SPM
400 (£1,290) and SPM
600 (£1,680) pgwer amps,
which |ncorporat¥alanced
connections and dyal-die
mosFETs. Copland also has
)" dropped into the realm of afford-
ability with the CSA 8 solid state
integrated, a 60W creation
based on the CSA 14.
Shearne Audio has bro-
ken the £500 barrier
with the 2.5 inte-

1k vu--l"

lavish than usual

ATC now has the £2,500
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SPA2-150 power amp to match its SCA2
pre, and Electrocompaniet has introduced a
sub-£1,000 integrated, the ECI-2, alongside
new pre/power amps and a speaker.

New source components were mostly of
the digital variety but a couple of turntables
appeared, including a Systemdek 1 960 with
acrylic platter and Moth arm for £500, and
the Audio Note 771, a suspended design
based on the Systemdek //X900, with
another Moth arm and a range of Goldring
built cartridges called IQ. At the unequivo-
cally heavyweight end of the scale
Nottingham Analogue had the extraordinary
Anna Log at £5,500. Built from cast iron and
alloy it's claimed to have a 40kg platter!

The CD player market saw the arrival of no
less than two new players from Pink
Triangle, the £999 Numeral and the £2,099
Litoral, the latter incorporating technology
from the Da Capo DAC. French source spe-
cialist Audiomeca introduced the Talisman
CD transport or player (£1,850/£2,150) and
something called the Tube Extension (£899)
which appears to function like the Musical
Fidelity X10-D and sits between player or
DAC and amplifier.

Passive preamp specialist Audio Synthesis
showed the Sony-XA3ES-based Transcend
transport (£1,395) and Heybrook unveiled
the latest addition to the Signature range, an
£898 CD player with real wood veneer.
Alchemist also joined the digital ranks with
two players: the £579 Nexus and £2,000
Forsetti. Meanwhile tube specialist Alema, of
Silver Night fame, introduced a Guy ‘Voyd’
Adams-designed CD player (£4,250) under
the somewhat confusing DAC brand.

New loudspeakers were all around.
Rogers launched its stylish new baby, the
db101 (£399), in a variety of tasty finishes,
alongside a more audiophile-oriented, car-
bon-fibre-tweetered range called Avanti;
prices start at £533 for the C6/20 bookshelf.
At the other end of the scale Cadence tops its
range with the Arca (£14,500)
electrostatic/dynamic hybrid, and France's
JM Lab competed for ‘biggest speaker of the
show’ awards with the Grande Utopia, which
stands 1.75m tall and weighs 180kg. Not
quite so big but hardly diminutive was the
Bravura Virtuoso (£2,995), a folded horn
with 104dB sensitivity and a single Lowther
PM6C drive unit. Woodson, an Italian com-
pany new to these shores, made some
good noises with the balsa-wood drive
units in its flagship Orchestra
design. And some interesting new
technology came to the fore in
the Carrington 5 (£2,000)
from Aeon Acoustics, which
has ‘tubular starform’ cones
and a form of ABR unit that
is claimed to boost sensitiv-
ity by eight dB. Keswick
Audio showed the range top-
ping Zero 2 (£6,000), a high-
tech creation that bares a pass-
ing resemblance to the Wilson-
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Maxell are proud to introduce the Centres of Excellence
— apecially selected stores who stock the entire range of
Maxell audio and video tape, in addition to camcorder

tape, computer disks and batteries.

The Centres of Excellence dealers listed below have been
chosen because of their extensive knowledge of media
products and exemplary service. They are able to assist you
on any aspect of tape because of their specialist knowledge.
Centres of Excellence stock every grade of audio tape in
lengths from 46 minute to 120 minute. They supply video tape
of various grades and lengths and camcorder tape suitable
for everyday recording to professional standard. The Maxell
range which they sell also includes the latest in digital
recording media such as DAT, Mini Disc, DVC and CD-R
(Recordable Compact Disc), in addition to other computer

products like MF2HD floppy disks and data cartridges.

Maxell Centres of Excellence

SOUTH EAST

ASK ELECTRONICS

248-250 Tottenham Court Road
London W1

Telephone: 0171 637 0353

CITY SOUNDS

232 Tottenham Court Road
London W1P 9AE
Telephone: 0171 436 5366

BERRY’S OF HOLBORN LTD
37-39 High Holborn
London WC1V 6BG
Telephone: 0171 405 6231

K.V.J. FAIRDEAL LTD

76 Whitechapel

London E1

Telephone: 0171 247 6029

HONEYDEW TRADING
321-323 Kilburn High Road
London NW6 7JR
Telephone: 0500 888121

ATLANTIC

37-39 High Road
Willesden

London NW10 2JY
Telephone: 0181 451 6155

S.D.B.

488-490 Chiswick High Road
Chiswick

London W4 5TT

Telephone: 0181 742 2200

EURO FOTO CENTRE

High Road, Cowley

Uxbridge, Middlesex UB8 2LR
Telephone: 01895 448224

VICTOR ELECTRONICS
113 High Street
Wealdstone, Harrow
Middlesex HA3 5DS
Telephone: 0181 427 1889

ELECTRICAL DISCOUNT CENTRE

109 The Broadway
Bexley Heath, Kent
Telephone: 0181 298 7880

ELECTRICAL DISCOUNT CENTRE

138 Pelhem Road
Gravesend, Kent DA11 OSH
Telephone: 01474 569601

BANGHAMS

47 High Street
Cranbrook, Kent
Telephone: 01580 713193

TAKE IT TO THE MAX WITH maxell

CANTERBURY HI-FI

50 Burgate

Canterbury, Kent CT1 ZHW
Telephone: 01227 765315

SEBA ELECTRONICS

46 The Broadway

West Ealing

London W13 0SU
Telephone: 0181 567 8550

ESSEX ELECTRONICS

123 Woodlands Road
liford, Essex 1G1 1JP
Telephone: 0181 748 4083

YOHAN UK LTD

399 Edgware Road
Edgware, London NW9 0JJ
Telephone: 0181 200 0009

HIGHWAY HI-FI LTD
318-324 Edgware Road
London W2 1DY
Telephone: 0171 723 5251

EAST

SOUND APPROACH
Unthank Road

Norwich, Norfolk
Telephone: 01603 62283

ADCOCK & SONS LTD
30-34 High Street
Watton, Norfolk IP25 6AE
Telephone: 01953 881248

ROLL ON TAPES

1a Gwydir Street
Cambridge CB1 2LG
Telephone: 01223 356660

SOUTH WEST

THE CASSETTE SHOP
2-3 Denmark Street
Bristol, Avon BS1 5DQ
Telephone: 01179 290900

RADFORDS LTD

10-12 Gloucester Road
Bishopton

Bristol BS7 8AE
Telephone: 01179 441010

RADFORDS LTD

12 James St. West

Bath, Avon BA1 2BY
Telephone: 01225 446245

RADFORDS LTD

28 Cowick Street

St. Thomas

Exeter EX4 1AL
Telephone: 01392 218895

RADFORDS LTD

107 Cornwall Street
Plymouth PL1 1PA
Telephone: 01752 226011

QUARTZ SONIC

28 St. James Street
Cheltenham
Gloucestershire GL52 2SH
Telephone: 01242 524702

MIDLANDS

RADFORDS LTD

6 South Parade
Summertown, Oxford OX1 7JR
Telephone: 01865 511241

VICTOR ELECTRONICS
160-162 Corporation Street
Birmingham B4 6TB
Telephone: 0121236 0679

JOHN FROST LTD

113-115 The Parade

Sutton Coldfield

Birmingham, W. Mids B72 1PT
Telephone: 0121 354 4206

ASCO T.V.

369 Stratford Road

Sparkhill, Birmingham B11 4JY
Telephone: 0121 772 1591

DERANN AUDIO VISUAL
99 High Street

Dudley, W. Mids DY1 1QP
Telephone: 01384 233191

JAMES BEATTIE

71-78 Victoria Street
Wolverhampton, W. Mids
Telephone: 01902 22311

SOUNDS EXPENSIVE

12 Regent Street

Rugby, Warwickshire
West Mids CV2 2QF
Telephone: 01788 540772

W. OWEN

58 Market Street
Oakengates, Telford
Shropshire TF2 6DX
Telephone: 01952 613818

GEOFFREY CREIGHTON
3a High Street

Daventry

Northants NN11 4BG
Telephone: 01327 702437

NORTH WEST

SHADOOS

Unit 15 Ifco Centre

Wilmslow Road

Rusholme, Machester M14 5TQ
Telephone: 0161 224 4215

CLEARTONE

235 Blackburn Road
Bolton, Lancashire BL1 8HB
Telephone: 01204 531423

WARRINGTON AUDIO VISUAL
106 Bridge Street

Warrington, Cheshire WA1 2RU
Telephone: 01925 636215

CHESTER AUDIO VISUAL
47 St. Werburgh Row
Chester, CheshireCH1 2DY
Telephone: 01244 320414

WALES

OWENS HI-FI

Unit B2 Colwyn Shopping Centre
Colwyn Bay, Clwyd

North Wales

Telephone: 01492 530015

RADFORDS

449-451 Cowbridge Road East
Canton

Cardiff, South Wales
Telephone: 01222 398121

NORTHERN ENGLAND

PROSSERS

211-213 Chanterlands Avenue
Hull, Humberside HU5 3TP
Telephone: 01482 342928

TRACK RECORDS

15 High Ousegate

York, Yorkshire YO1 2RZ
Telephone: 01904 629022

NEWTONS

45 Castlegate

Berwick Upon Tweed
Northumberland TD15 1LF
Telephone: 01289 306856

SCOTLAND

BILL HUTCHINSON

20a Queensferry Street
Edinburgh, Lothian
Telephone: 0131 220 0909

BRUCE MILLER

363 Union Street
Aberdeen, Grampion
Telephone: 01224 592211

HAMILTON RADIO HOUSE

164 Quarry Street

Hamilton, Lanarkshire ML3 6QR
Telenhone: 01RARK 2R137A
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TDL's updated
RTL3: the bigger
box with the
brighter
midband!

TDL RTL3 (revised)

The updated RTL3 still sounds like
great value, marrying good bass
with an altractive,rup-lront midband.

DL’s RTL 2 and 3 have proved

themselves popular floorstanders
since their inception, but the com-
pany is not resting on its laurels, and
has recently made revisions to both.
To the larger RTL3 considered here,
changes have included a new tweeter,
various upgraded components, and
increased efficiency.

The RTL3 is a hefty loudspeaker
for the money, measuring a decent 20
by 90 by 37c¢m, but with a spikeable
plinth to make the footprintbig-

ger still. In action these

speakers have the bass extension that
you’d expect, but trade midrange
smoothness for a lively, in-yer-face
balance that doesn’t suit all material.
With the Pioneer A-300R Precision
amp they managed to ‘disappear’
quite effectively, while with Myryad’s
MI120 integrated, they shifted air in
energetic fashion. Compared to GLL
IC120 floorstanders, the TDLs were
more relaxed but less precise.

The new RTL3 seems like good
value, and when it comes to compete
with its peers behind the curtain in our
next blind test, I suspect its enthusi-
asm will be no hindrance. &

TDL Electronics Ltd = 01628 850111

Sony MDS-JE500

The latest MiniDisc offering is this
neat machine, which offers features
and decent sound in generous measure.

veryone assumes that the

MiniDisc (MD) bandwagon
stopped rolling when Philips’ DCC
ran out of steam, but in fact, MD
never went away. Now, with sales
trends outperforming those of CD in
its launch period, this is the second
new MD recorder we’ve reviewed in
as many months. Both Sharp and
Sony are once more attempting to
capture European and US markets
with this neat medium.

The MDS-JES00 is a full-width
recording machine with a plethora of
features and one of the largest remote
handsets I've seen in a while. The lat-
ter has 25 track-entry buttons which

Sony MDS-JE500: MiniDiscin’ magic

double as alphabetical keys for nam-
ing discs and tracks, making this
process quicker than usual. Other
novelties include Smart Space, which
reduces blocks of silence over four
seconds long to three seconds’ play-
back, and Time Machine Recording,
which retains the last two seconds of
incoming signal in a RAM reservoir.
If you’re recording off-air and press
‘record’ too late, the preceding two
seconds will still be in the can.

Sony sent along a 20-bit WBS
(Wide Bit Stream) demo disc with this
machine, which I duly played. The
result was not what I expected, being
quite relaxed and clean sounding, but
distinctly rolled-off, and almost
devoid of treble. This turned outto be
a property of the disc rather than the
player; older commercial software
had adequate bandwidth and pretty
good sound quality.

Recording through the optical dig-
ital input was straightforward and
sonically rewarding. The only draw-
backs were limited ambience and a
decrease in the sense of naturalness.
The Sony quite readily revealed dif-
ferences in recordings made on the
Sharp MD-MS100 1 tried last month.

As the JES00’s extensive manual
spells out, this unit has editing and
recording facilities worthy of a pro-
fessional home-recordingsuite. If you
own an MD personal or in-car unit,
the MDS JE-500 is a must-buy. If not,
this could be the product that makes
MiniDisc start to happen for you. s
Sony National Ops Centre @ (0181) 784 1144
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Trichord Revelation

We've heard the Clock 2 tweak and the
Genesis CD. Now Trichord brings all its
experience to bear in this new player.

Trichord is one of the more innov-
ative small companies in this
industry. It brought you the Clock 2
CD player modification a couple of
years back, and this year it came up
with its version of a Pioneer PD-S505,
the Genesis. At £549 thisis becoming
the key player in the price range. But
Trichord has more — like the new
Revelation player/transport at £799.
This incorporates the company’s
Clock 2, power supply and analogue
output stage found in the Genesis,
alongside a new digital output board
and power supply, plus isolation of
the display circuitry (see also The
Jimmy Hughes Experience, page 25).

Functionally, Genesis is still a rel-
atively inexpensive Pioneer, thus
offers awide range of features to play
with, and a volume-controlled head-
phone output to boot — more than
you’ll find on some high-end players!
A matt-grey re-spray ensures it looks
subtly ‘different’.

When it comes to sound,
Revelation is a wolf in sheep’s cloth-
ing. I expected it to be good — I've
been using a Genesis for six months
— but I didn’t expect it to make that
fine player sound almost crude. Swap
from Genesis to Revelation and the
increase in resolution of detail, ambi-
ence, decay, spatial information and
atmosphere is staggering. This thing
stops and starts precisely and effort-
lessly, reproduces dynamics with
remarkable subtlety, and gives full-
scale three-D imaging with razor
focus but no glare or brightness.

It is equally effective as a trans-
port, where its speed and power make
for chalk-and-cheese differences
between software. Phase effects
become as clear as day, and instru-
ments appear out of sounds. If you
only wanta transport I'd suggest you
hang on for the Trichord Digital
Turntable, but if you want a great

HI-FI CHOICE

player that can cut
it with some of the best
transports on the market,
this machine’s for you.
I'm sure there must be better play-
ers on the market but ’'m also sure
you’d have to pay a lot more than
£800 for them. s
Trichord Research Ltd @ (01684) 573524

Neat Petite II

The cult favourite has been re-styled,
and its new tweeter yields great
advances in the portrayal of rhythms.

he original Neat Petite carved out
a nice little niche as a bookshelf
speaker for the rhythm’n’timing
brigade. In many ways it was a spiri-
tual heir to the smaller Linn Kan.
However the Neat never looked like
a £500-plus loudspeaker; you had to
listen to understand its cult status.
Things have changed in the Petite I1.
Now there’sa Tonagen EMIT tweeter
in place of the original Audax, which
has shifted the cross-over point up to
seven kHz, well out of harm’s way.
A ribbon tweeter like the
EMIT has the

Trichord’s new CD is a Revelation.

advantage of being a

line source, which is
usually cleaner-sound-
ing than a dome, but
carries the penalty of
lower efficiency. The
Petite, now rated at 86dB/W,
has never been
very efficient,
but has offered
bassextensionin
lieu of sensitivity.
This means you
need decent amplifica-
tion to begin to appreciate
what the Petite II can do, and |
wouldn’t recommend you stick these
on the end of any old £200 amp.

For amplification I used a bridged
Myryad MI1120/MA120 combo, and
the Pioneer A-300R Precision — the
Petite I1 did well with both. With the
powerful Myryads they showed mus-
cle and credible bass extension, but
got rather fierce when driven hard. In
this situation some pundits censure
amplification; others applaud raw
energy and praise liveliness.
Personally, I preferred the superb tim-
ing and subtle phrasing they repro-
duced with the Pioneer, which didn’t
have the grunt to drive them loud, but
removed the need to do so by putting
on a dynamic full scale performance
at lower levels.

These results were achieved with
the rather tasty Slate Audio stands
supplied for the review, but bearing
in mind their high price I substituted
some Targets. These took the edge
off the rhythms, but made for more
comfortable high-level listening.

The Petite I is a worthy improve-
ment—now we must hear how it per-
forms with Neat’s new Gravitas sub-
woofers-cum-stands! ¢

Neat Acoustics &
(01833) 031021

Neat Petite II:
small but

perfectly formed!
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The most important development And the box it
in sound reproduction for years. comes in.

The Faraday ring may look insignificant. But it’s this tiny component that gives the A Series its huge dynamic range.
By counteracting rising impedance in the voice coil, it allows more power into the tweeter. And with

more power going in, you get more power out.
Even the highest frequencies sing out loud and clear, making the A Series the ideal speakers for the

faithful reproduction of today’s digital music and film recordings.
The Faraday ring is just one of many small, but vitally important components that make the new

A Series so special. And there’s only one place good enough for it. The beautiful box we putitin.

Celestion Consumer Division, Eccleston Road, Tovil, Maidstone, Kent, ME15 6QP U.K. Tel: 01622 687442, Fax: 01622 687981. GE I ESTIDn
Celestion Industries Inc., 89 Doug Brown Way, Holliston, MA 01476, USA. Tel: 508 429 6706. Fax: 508 429 2426.




Myryad MC100

Myryad’s latest addition is an attractive
CD player with a fine sense of timing.
This one’s ideal for rock fans!

Débutant Myryad has quickly
established itself asa purveyorof
flexible, good-looking products. It
comes as no surprise to find thatin the
wake of the M[120 integrated and
MA120 power amps, the latest
Myryad is a £700 CD player, the
MCI100.Styledtomatchtherestofthe
range and equipped with My-Link
sockets for remote control, the
MCT100is a chunky affair with metal
cones instead of rubber feet.

There’s little else to say other than
that build quality is exemplary, and
the usual coaxial phono sockets exist
foranalogue and digital outputs. One
niggle is the transport logic’s assump-
tion that you don’t want to play a
selected track until you press play —
I thought that went out with the ark.

I was encouraged to use the com-
pany’s amps while listening to the
MC100, in which guise I detect a
Naim-like philosophy emphasising
bass power and timing. However [
preferred the results achieved with
the Pioneer A-300R Precision, whose
more relaxed balance complemented
the Myryad’s get up and go.

The more I used this player the
more I liked it. It is very much in the
style of players from Naim and Orelle
with a fine sense of timing
suiting rock material,

Myryad MC100:

knows what time it is...

Stands Unique

Sound Tower

This new version of the Sound Tower
is more solid than bhefore. Carbon-fibre
isolators add a touch of high-tech!

hen we printed our review of
equipment tables in issue 151,
we were forced to draw unfavourable
conclusionsabout the the £269 Stands
Unique Sound Tower. After publica-
tion we discovered that our review
sample was not in the first flush of
youth, so on learning that it had been
revised, we detected an ideal oppor-
tunity to look afresh at this product.
The latest versions have stronger
bracing for the wooden uprights and
separate floor-spikes. An ingenious
feature minimises ringing in the glass
shelves: each one rests on three plas-
tic lugs and one carbon-fibre lug (all
adjustable), which results in better
sound than when all lugs are made of
the same material. What’s more,
Sound Tower is easier to put back in
its box (for transport) than before.
This is still not the most rigid struc-
ture (a ten-mm glass variant will be
more rigid than the six-mm glass used
here) but the sound is fresh, forward
and bright, yet far less natural, say,
than a five-tier Mana table. Also,
Sound Towertends to make the bass
drag behind. However, the dynamic
range and dertailing  heard were bet-

and it stays in control —‘W
under fire — it’s not fazed |
by high levels or complex
material. Next to Trichord’s
Genesis (£549) it’s a touch
uncivilised, and outclassed
for imaging, but alongside
the less expensive but credi-
ble Cambridge CD6, it’s
much more substantial.

The Myryad MC100is dis-
tinctive in both appearance
and sound quality. I enjoyed
its ability to play discs with
gusto, yet without harshness.
In my books this is the finest
Myryad so far. s
Myryad Systems Ltd @ (01705) 265508

The revised Soun
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supporting role.

Tower plays a stylish

ter than expected. Also while
doing this review, ' had a chance
to experiment with Stands
Unique’s carbon-fibre isolators
and ten-mm glass on top of
the support. With each suc-
cessive set of isolators and
glass, the sound changed
noticeably. As a replacement
for conventional feet the isolators
are an inexpensive improvement.
The Sound Tower is an attractive
option for those who want to wrap
their hi-fi in real wood! s

Stands Unique = (01933) 461058

Kenwood KA-7090R
This chunky Japanese amp has high Kenwood
tech transistors and remote control, KA-7090R:

but will it work well in your system?

controlled

performer.
At first glance this appears to be
just another chunky Japanese
amp. However the Kenwood KA-
7090R has an acronymical claim to
novelty (if not fame) in the form of
TRAIT-R, which stands for Thermal
Reactive Advance Instantaneous
Transistor. In practice, claims
Kenwood, this means four-leg out-
put transistors with built-in thermal
sensors, all in the name of maintain-
Ing an optimum operating tempera-
ture. Most transistors are regulated by
a sensor separate from the output
device, which is thus slower to react.
That’s the technological angle; in
practice the KA-7090R isa 100-Watt,
remote-control integrated amp with
six line inputs and MM/MC phono
stages. A fold-down flap reveals tone

= and balance controls, plus a

‘source direct’ tone-defeat but-

ton which I used in this review.
Finding sympathetic ancillaries
proved a little tricky. The Myryad
MC100 CD player was too gung-ho
for the Kenwood’s energetic balance,
the Cambridge CD6 was a good
match, but something still more

relaxed would probably be better.
The KA-7090R is long on grunt
but short on finesse. Lively recordings
turned out less spatially and musi-
cally coherent than when played
through a Pioneer A-300R Precision.
Nonetheless, the Kenwood sounded
particularly clean when partnered

with Kenwood’s own ancillaries. s

Trio-Kenwood & (01923) 816444
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ou walk in to the Hi-Fi shop.

Across a crowded showroom, a Hi-Fi
system catches your eye, then seduces your ear.

Infatuated, you pay your money.
Unfortunately, you also take your chances.

the other hand, once the ear is wooed

by the sumptuous sound quality unique to
Arcam, a life-long love affair usually ensues.

Year after year, our dedication to sonic
excellence is rewarded with top industry awards
and, believe us, luck has nothing to do with it.

| of our Hi-Fi is produced at our
, where it must pass the most

rigorous set of tests, checks and double checks.
Then, just when another quality A
product thinks it's safe to go into the loving
arms of a new customer, we check it again.

We work hard to pr tes
of the highest quality, keeping construction
simple a ilding in long service and
reliability at every stage of production. So, if
you're about to invest in Hi-Fi, invest in
Arcam. After all, we don't leave anything to
chance.

Should you?

ARCAM

Return the coupon below to: Arcam, Pembroke Ave.
Waterbeach, Cambridge CB5 9PB, England.
Or telephone: (01223) 203203 (24 hours)

e-mail: custserv@arcam.co.1tk

Please send me information on: (Please tick)
Arcam amplifiers 1) Arcam CD players 0
Arcam tuners 1 Arcam home cinema Q1
Arcam DACs 1 all Arcam products 1
and the name of my nearest authorised dealer.
First Name(s)

Surname

Address

Postcode

HFC 11796

Invest

In Australia: Stolmack Audio Pty. Ltd., PO. Box 162, 16 Wolseley Road. Lindfield, N.S.W., 2070. Tel: (2) 9416 4799.
In Canada: Emerald Audio Resources, PO. Box 286, Station P, Toronto, Ontario, M5S 2S8. Tel: (416) 596 7657.
In New Zealand: Avalon Audio, 587 Mount Eden Rd.. Mount Eden, Auckland. Tel: (649) 638 9000.

In South Africa: Hi-Fi Specialists, Durban Road 155, Bellville. 7530. Tel: (21) 946 1441.

In USA: Audiophile Systems Ltd, 8709 Castle Park Drive, Indianapolis, IN 46256. Tel (317) 841 4107.




NEW TECHNOLO

NXT Step

Imagine being able to hear the same hi-fi sound quality anywhere in a room. Alvin Gold reveals
revolutionary new technology from the peaple who brought you Mission loudspeakers.

here is nothing new in loud-
speakers. Every kind of
speaker you’re familiar with
— including exotic electro-
static panels, ribbons, piezo-electric
devices, even plasma drivers — has
been exploited for decades. There have
been vast improvements in our ability
to model speaker behaviour and use
new materials, fabrication techniques
and adhesives, but the physics of sound
reproduction has stagnated.

Until now. Verity plc (the holding
company of Mission, Quad, Wharfedale
et al) has just announced the launch of a
new loudspeaker technology: nxt.

How nxt works
Most practical speakers use a variation
of the piston driver, in which an elec-
trical motor drives a cone or dome,
pushing and pulling air. In a panel
speaker,the motor spreadsoutover the
surface, but the effect is the same, and
control over the panel, cone or dome is
absolutely central to all drive units.
nxtisa flat-panel technology in which the
panel is activated from a single point, using
amoving-coil, piezo-electric or other type of
motor. In principle it doesn’t matter which
oneis deployed: rather than driving the panel
pistonically, nxt drive maximises the reso-
nant behaviour of the panel, for example by
choosingasuitable panel material, and decid-
ing where to place the drive element.

The fundamental idea is that adjacent
points on the panel surface move randomly
with respect to each other. At first sight, this
seems counter-intuitive: doesn’t all this ran-
dom movement sum to zero? It turns out —
and this is the greatintellectual leap in nxt —
that this is not the case. A laser, like a stan-
dard drive unit, produces output waves that
are coherent; a tungsten light-bulb, like nxt,
radiates randomly and incoherently in all
directions; yet both tungsten and laser pro-
duce light you can read by.

The consequences are profound. Because
the driver doesn’t move fore and aft like a pis-
ton, the back of the panel is in step with the
front, which means nxt is bipolar rather than
dipolarin operation. The dipolar nature of tra-
ditional drivers requires an enclosure to pre-
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arad Azima, CEO of Verity plc, with an nxt prototype.

vent air rushing around the sides to equalise
the pressure, reducing bass output to almost
zero. This problem is solved in open panel
speakers by making the panel larger, but there
is an inevitable consequence of a sharp wave-
form cancellation and addition pattern, result-
ing when the back radiation bounces off walls
and interacts with the direct radiation. This
causes an uneven comb-filter response that
varies sharply if the listening position changes.
Typically, nxt produces a frequency response
that is almost constant as the listener moves
around the room, and a sound level that
diminishes linearly with distance, notaccord-
ingto the inverse-square law. This means that
the speaker sounds almost as loud at the far
end of the room as it does close up.

slight work of
all” speakers.

What's in an nxt speaker?

An nxt speaker can be a lightweight
panel weighing no more than a ceiling
tile. Indeed, at the press launch for nxt,
Mission demonstrated a prototype tile
speaker complete with fire retardant
properties. In principle there is no need
for any kind of structure around the
panel. It should even be possible to make
nxt car speakers out of parcel shelves or
dashboards, aslongas they possess suit-
able physical properties.

Although the anechoic sensitivity of
nxt panels is a few decibels below con-
ventional levels (about 86dBW), the
effective in-room sensitivity at normal
distances is comparable to that of stan-
dard speakers,and electricalimpedance
is largely resistive, easing the amplifier’s
task. The panel surface moves only
microns,obviating nearly all distortions
related to displacement and magnetic
non-linearity. Also, limited excursion
almost eliminates back-EMF, making
the amp’s load even lighter.

In future it should be possible to
place nxt panels against a wall, at the cost of
some sensitivity. It should even be possible to
design curved and solid shapes of arbitrary
complexity as nxt loudspeakers. All this, yet
manufacturing costs are intrinsically low.

To prove it works, Mission demonstrated
a pair of large audiophile speakers, a centre
speaker which doublesup asa TV projection
screen, and panels at the back of a large
room. In concert with a Mission 75§ sub-
woofer, these gave good quality in both
stereo and Pro-Logic modes, with no beam-
ing but plenty of detail — a tonally neutral,
transparent and altogether unboxy sound.

Nxt we take Las Vegas

If nxtlivesup to its promises, it heralds a cat-
aclysmic revolution in loudspeaker design,
likely to send existing brands scuttling to pro-
tect their present hegemony, and entice new
names into theindustry in a big way. The first
Mission model is scheduled for launch at the
January CES in Las Vegas, but the main
thrust of the programme is to license the
technology to third parties, principally car,
aircraft and computer manufacturers.
Remember where youread it first! A
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intelligent

to sit here?

® At first glance, sitting in the path of a 2 mile high tornado isn't the smartest thing to do. Unless
srs (@) L : i : :

Sound Retrieval System of course vyou're watching it on a Sharp SRS 3D Surround Sound TV. Using the revolutionary

‘Sound Retrieval System', the TV. engulfs the room with vivid, 3D Surround Sound. And all from just two speakers.
So, wherever you're sitting and whatever you're watching, the sound is so real it's like actually being there. There are

3 T.V.s with SRS available, each one providing an affordable alternative to home cinema systems. s Rp

So do the intelligent thing. Surround yourself with sound, not speakers. Ask for a demo at any

leading electrical store or call 0800 262 958 quoting SRS/HE/T for further information.




(OPINION Ji)

Waxings

It's not all cakes and ale in hi-fi! Jason Kennedy explains the delicate balance that reviewers
systems must strike, between personal pleasure and professional independence.

ome people think it’s a piece of
cake to be a hi-fi reviewer. How
wrong they are. Be thankful, those
of you who can just go out and buy
a system. You have nothing more arduous
ahead than setting it up and settling down
to enjoy your music. Once in a while you
may be tempted to do a little upgrading or
tweaking, and gradually the quality of your
rig will improve. Your ability to judge hi-fi
sound quality will improve as your system
improves, just as you will be able to judge
other systems in relation to your own.

The perils of reviewing

Unlike enthusiasts, reviewers must
grapple constantly with a wide
variety of products. Each sample
has a unique philosophyand price,
so the challenge is always to find
a sympathetic context for every-
thing tested. As a reviewer’s sys-
tem rarely stands still for long, the
best-case scenario is that only one
thing changes at a time, and that
new components don’t prove so
much better than existing ones
that they should take their place.

You might see the logic in a
reviewer pledging allegiance to
one particular philosophy, but in
practice this is almost impossible.
Get pigeonholed in this way, Mr
Hi-Fi Guru, and you’ll find your
access to certain ‘contrasting’
products curtailed. Non-aligned
brands will assume that you won’t
give their kit a fair chance.

My idea of professional Utopia would be
enough space and equipment to keep at least
two systems set up at all times. One could be
developed gradually, the other could be
assembled for each review to suit the partic-
ular component at hand. However, to con-
struct the first system is an impractical and
expensive affair. Several times a year there
will be something fabulous and ‘better-than-
all-that’s-gone-before’. And even if youcould
borrow precisely what you wanted for as
longas you wanted (which is usually theway
us hi-fi-magazine staffers get by), what can
you choose that is both satisfying and polit-
ically neutral?
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Here’s an example. Say I chose for myself
an all-out tube’n’horn system, like the one
featured in Inspirations this month (p.54),
albeit with commercially-available equip-
ment. That system would excel in certain
ways, but would find itself totally at odds
with numerous brands of equipment that I
wanted to review. Alternatively, at the oppo-
site end of the hi-fi spectrum, there’s the phi-
losophy espoused by one of the self-
appointed voices of my conscience, Tom
Evans,whose “realstereo”, phase-linear gear
states his case impressively.

There’s also a danger of ending up with

a hi-fi rig that plays David to all review-
sample Goliaths which come to challenge it.
In that situation I would come to be consid-
ered an unduly harsh critic for saying that
everything sucks by comparison.

Context is everything

This brings us back to context. I would hope
that most hi-fi components are designed to
give the best-possible sound within the con-
straints of imposed development budgets. A
reviewer can fully appreciate products on test
by engaging in considerable communication
with their creators, but sometimes that takes
more time than both designers and review-
ers can usually spare. And there is always a

risk that by delving too closely into a
designer’s psyche, you will form too close a
relationship with it, and thereby compromise
essential impartiality.

And then there’s the inevitable barrier
between all of us and the holy grail of total
fidelity. On the one hand most hi-fi compo-
nents are remarkably good at their job, and
represent tremendous value. On the other
hand, no system seems able to fool you into
thinking you’re hearing ‘the real thing’. This
is largely due to limitations of the formats we
use, LP and CD. However, the results I have
achieved with arcane and obscure hi-fi sys-

Today, this system; tomorrow, a different one...

tems lead me to fear that there are too few
companiesstriving for higherfidelity at a bet-

~ ter price. It is all too easy to trot out product

on the basis of pure saleability, but this strat-
egy will never open the public’s ears to new
modes of musical appreciation. That, more
than anything else, is what this industry needs
to turn it around.

If hi-fi gear was more like cars, concrete
parameters would narrow down opinions.
Most people agree what makes a good car,
but consensus on the most “accurate” hi-fi
equipment is almost unheard of. Still, what
would we write about if it was?! A
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I MAGI O

Imagine a world where sound has ICT drivers, they are capable of

no boundaries, where perfect superb stereo performance thanks
stereo images combine with to their unique point source design.
magical sound quality to create And because they have no crossover

the perfect high fidelity experience.  to intrude on the music, they bring
A dream? It needn’t be, with GLUs real freedom to music.

new Imagio range of loudspeckers.  The Imagio series from GLL...

= /

The first hi-fi loudspeakers to S degesgii
incorporate GLUs world-beating VY o f VP GRVVI T o &

For more information and a FREE Imagio Series brochure simply call GLL Loudspeakers Ltd on 01705 492777



The Jimmy Hughes
@
Experience

Jimmy Hughes has taken a leaf from New Labour's book. Now it's okay to like early digital recordings!

ames Lock, the veteran Decca

recording engineer, is a brave

soul. Interviewed in the

September 1996 edition of
Gramophone magazine, he concedes the
moral high ground to those who criti-
cised the harshness and lack of musicality
demonstrated by early digital recordings.
The subject is still controversial: most pun-
dits now accept that the best digital can be
very good, but back when this technology
was still new, to prefer analogue was to be
branded an audio Luddite. As
time went by, digital got better,
and its problems gained wider
understanding. Time has thus
vindicated the views of the ini-
tial dissenters.

Bless me, father
[ have a confession of my own.
I no longer find all early digital
recordings unacceptable.
Indeed, some that I once
heartily disliked, now sound
rather good. This change of
stance derives as much from
improvements in my hi-fi sys-
tem over the past 15 years, as it
does from advances in digital
recording and CD mastering.
Currently I have a Trichord-
modified Pioneer PD-75 with Clock Two
and the Digital Output Board, each one fed
by its own dedicated Trichord power supply.
In the early ’80s, few of us had discovered
jitter or realised how seriously its presence
could affect sound quality. Jitter adds a false
brightness or harshness,makingmusicsound
edgyand congested, and destroying any sense
of ambient spaciousness preserved from a
recording venue. It makes musical timing
sound smeared, robbing music of its rhythm.

One box or two, vicar?

Has it ever occurred to you that the vast
majority of Japanese hi-fi companies do not
make outboard DACs? Most stick to one-
box CD players, and I am sure that this is
principally because of the increased jitter
problems that must be overcome when CD
transport and DAC are separated. In my sys-
tem, I use the PD-75 as a transport, hooked
up to an external Cambridge Audio DAC,
but I am only too aware how much I rely on
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Trichord’s £349 Pulsemaster “de-jittering
box”, which sanitises dirty digital signals
most effectively.

This unit has been modified recently,
because Trichord discovered that by using
two crystal oscillators, they were creating
slight internaljitter. I had the chance to com-
pare old with new, and [ was surprised to find
I preferred the original at first! The new
Pulsemaster sounded smoother and less
‘busy’, but not as dramatic as the original,
which seemed superficially more exciting

y's jitter countermeasures.

and lively. However, on extended audition
the new Pulsemaster reveals a wider range
of tonal colours, and more subtle portrayal
of dynamics. The sound is sweeter, cleaner
and more effortless; indeed, it is more like
good analogue reproduction.

I find it intriguing to hear any audible
improvement at all, given first that the PD-
75 puts out an inherently low-jitter signal,
and second that [ use Meridian’s 518 Digital
Audio Processor between transport and
DAC, which in itself is a de-jittering device.
This must suggest that even slight amounts
of jitter are audible, and that the problem is
very pervasive. Despite measurements indi-
catingthatone Pulsemaster mighthave lower
jitter than the other, each box seems to have
its own sonic signature, affecting tonal bal-
ance, transient attack, and low-level clarity.

Assilent display
Last August [ took the PD-75 down to
Graham Fowler at Trichord, who was able

to carry out a one-off modification to the
player’sdisplay. It seems that the ceramic res-
onators used to drive the display can cause
beat frequencies with the digital circuitry’s
master clock. And this, as I’'m sure you’ve
guessed, leads to jitter.

For its own modified players based on
Pioneer transports, Trichord has developed
an active circuit to drive the display without
causing any beating. It isn’t easy to fit and
won’tsuitall CD players, but Graham made
it work with the PD-75, resulting in a
sharper, brighter, but cleaner
sound, possessing better tran-
sient attack and fine detail.
thought the display was
merely a visual indicator, but
its circuits are integral toa CD
player’s operation. Even when
track info and numbers are
dimmed, the problem-causing
components are still active.

With Trichord’s mod I can
play music at lower volume
levels and still get room-filling
sound. Climaxes have extra
power, while quieter passages
retain presence and body,
bringing more detail to the
fore. When I play at high lev-
els, there is less aggression.
Early digital recordings, that
once seemed harsh and thin, now sound
bright and full-bodied. The essential nature
of the recording is not disguised, but instead
itis presented as balanced and realistic, even
if the sound is not as refined and natural as
it would be on a more modern recording.

Digital comes full-circle

Inone sense, digital techniques freed record-
ing engineers from the background noise
and saturation problems of analogue tape;
but I feel digital also proved more circum-
scriptive, because it could sound nasty and
aggressive when asked to reproduce vivid
contrasts and extremes. Hencetoday’sreturn
to simpler, more conservative microphone
techniques, more as a form of self defence for
the ear than ideology.

Digital improvements, both in recording
equipment and home hi-fi, are bringing the
wheel full circle. Some 15 years or so after it
was first advertised, cake ‘to have and eat’ is
starting to appear on the menu. A
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Paul Miller's

Oasis of Sani

B&W's COM1 speaker can operate as either a reflex-loaded or sealed-box system,
Does it offer the best of both worlds? Paul Miller investigates.

earing in mind that this month’s

issue of Hi-Fi Choice carries

something of a speaker extrava-

ganza (starting on page 66), |
thought I would take the opportunity to
look a little more closely at what speaker
designers call ‘bass loading’.

These days, one of two principal tech-
niques is employed to squeeze as much bass
as possible from any given size of cabinet.
One is called reflex loading (speakers with a
hole disappearing into the baffle or rear face),
while the other isknown as sealed box or infi-
nite baffle (these, by definition, don’t have
holes anywhere in the cabinet).

Of course, some speakers attempt to offer
the best of both worlds. One of these is the
CDM1 from B& W, which, as reviewed in
this issue, serves to illustrate the dual bass-
loading techniques outlined above. The two
techniques are easily distinguished by com-
paring the speaker’s modulus of impedance
inits guise as either a sealed box (black trace)
or reflex design (red trace) above right.

The speakeritselfisconventionalenough,
employing the same 16 5mm Kevlar bass/mid
unitused in the DM601 (issue 156), together
with a free-mounted, 26 mm, ferro-fluid-
cooled,alloy-dometweeter. B&W describes
its COMI as a ‘fourth-order vented-box sys-
tem’, a description we’ll come to inamoment.
There is a foam bung to plug the front-facing
port, insituationswhere nearby rear
or side walls, or the vagaries of
small rooms, might result in an
excessive or boomy bass.

Plugging the portin this fash-
ion imposes a sealed-box bass
alignment. In this guise, the
trapped air volume within the
cabinet provides resistance to the
motion of the bass cone at very
low frequencies. The stiffness of
the cone’s suspension, its overall
moving mass and the ‘springi-
ness’ of the captive air, all deter-
mine the resonant frequency of
the speaker system. This is visi-
ble on the impedance plot as a
peak at 71Hz (1), below which
the speaker’s bass response rolls
off at a gentle 12dB/octave,
known as ‘second-order’.
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[B&W CDM1: IMPEDANCE WITH AND WITHOUT PORT BUNG

B&W CDM1 as the amplifier sees it.

At this resonant frequency, theimpedance
of the speaker is almost wholly resistive in
nature, fallingto a low point of 4.6 Ohms at
200 Hz (2), which corresponds to the DC
resistance of the voice-coil. At higher fre-
quencies, the inductance of the voice-coil
takes hold, increasing the reactive compo-
nent of the speaker load and, as a result, the
total impedance (3). This trend is entirely typ-
ical of a sealed-box speaker design.

Removing the foam bung enables the rear
output of the COM1I’s bass driver to be
launched in phase with the front output of
the port. This is known asreflex-loading, and
typically leads to two resonances: the driver-
in-box resonance (4) and, at a lower fre-
quency, the Helmholtz resonance of the air

in the port or tube (5).
In this instance, the
Helmholtz or ‘tuned’

CDM1 in the flesh.

resonant frequency of the port occurs at 40
Hz. At this point, the tuned action of the port
offers such a huge resistance to motion that
any output from the driver itself dies away
almost completely, leaving the amplifier to
‘view’ the DCresistance of the speaker’s sta-
tionary voice-coil (5). Naturally, any bass
distortion associated with the driver at this
point is markedly reduced when compared
to the sealed-box alternative.

Incidentally, you may note that the 5.5
Ohm DC resistance of the voice-coil at the
port resonance (5) is slightly higher than the
4.6 Ohm recorded at 200Hz (2) when, in the-
ory, they should be the same. In practice, the
difference is due to losses caused by the walls
of the speaker cabinet flexing under ‘real-life’
conditions. The bigger the gap, the weaker
the cabinet structure.

Returning to our original theme, reflex-
loading may clearly improve the efficiency, and
extend the bass cut-off point, of the speaker.
Below its tuned frequency, the output from
portanddriverare inanti-phase,increasingthe
bass roll-off to a rapid fourth order. All things
being equal, this steeper roll-off impairs the
speaker’s transient performance as ringing
increases. The trick here, for the designer at
least, is to damp out this ringing while keep-
ing the lower distortion and increased power
handling offered by the reflex system.

The broad trend of the impedance curve
at resonance (5) reveals that the CDMT is,
indeed, usefully damped through the appli-
cation of an internal foam lining. This lining
minimisesany mid-frequency (5S00Hz-2kHz)
standing waves or high-frequency reflections
within the port — something that B&W dis-
covered during its development of the Silver

Signature series.

So there really is more to speakers like
the COM1 than meets the eye. Just
remember, it was designed as a reflex-
loaded box in the first instance, and
sealed-boxas an aid tonear-wall mount-
ing in closet-sized listening rooms.

Is the CDM1 all things to all systems?
Just turn to page 69 for the results of our
listening tests and, in the lab test report,
a caption for the blip recorded at (6). 2

Do you have a query for the Oasis? Contact Paul Miller
direct via e-mail: 100576.3021@compuserve.com

DECEMBER 1996 27



218 THX stereo power amplifier

worth looking into

The NAD 218 .-THX stereo power
amplifier is one of the most
sophisticated hi fi components we

have ever produced.

Yet for all

its brilliant features and

astonishing levels of performance,
it remains true to the NAD

“no nonsense” design philosophy.

The very first feature you'll notice
is the weight of the 218 THX, due
partly to the heavy construction of
the chassis and front panel,
designed for rack mounting, (its
advanced specification makes the
218 THX ideal for professional
studio use). Butithe increase in
weight is largely due to the
massive Holmgren toroidal mains
transformer.

WHY SO LARGE AND
WHY HOLMGREN?
Apart from being the ideal design
for the huge amounts of power it
is likely to handle, the Holmgren
offers other advantages.
A conventional transformer can be
affected by AC mains to produce
hum or even buzzing, whereas a
Holmgren transformer isn’t. Plus,
a Holmgren transformer because
of its unique design, will not affect
other adjacent components.

A feature which doesn’t
add much to the weight of the 218
THX but certainly adds to the
weight of its performance is the
bank of eight capacitors, rather
than a single pair. Thisis a
comparatively low cost benefit
which makes a better power

supply because several smaller
capacitors have a faster recovery
time and have less equivalent
series inductance and resistance
than a single pair.

The 218 THX incorporates
fully balanced XLR.inputs,
allowing the use of long runs of
cable between pre and power

= - | stages,
- "~ = | without the
0o risk of
interference.
This thoughtful yet simple feature
offers'the opportunity to set your
system up more flexibly and of
course it's a benefit if you are
bridging two 218 THX’s for mono
and locating them nearer
your speakers.

The circuitry includes left and
right channel pcb’s, offering lots
of benefits. They include less
complicated
' peb’s
. meaning extra
reliability,
more
separation of
circuits, so
like the
Holmgren
transformer,
less
interference
going out or coming in. All this,
plus lower build cost too, means
more savings again towards the
specification of better
components.

Any amp which is
overdriven;(unlikely on the 218
THX because it is so powerful)
can produce distortion or
‘clipping’. The NAD Soft Clipping
circuit gently transforms the

NAD ELECTRONICS LIMITED. NAD BUILDING

401-405 NETHER STREET LONDON N3 1QG. TELEPHONE 0181 343 3240
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waveform,

rounding

off the peaks,

preventing

“dynamic overload”

and heading off

damage to your ears

and your speakers,
without losing the sense of
musical drama.

Hard Clipping

POWER
SUPPLY
LIMITS

Soft Clippin
g 3

POWER
SUPPLY
LIMITS

There are other more hidden
features too which provide
specific benefits. Typically, the 218
THX incorporates extensive
non intrusive protection circuitry.
This prevents damage from
accidental overload or misuse
which can lead to overheatifig or
circuit failure.
Finally for those for whom
the letterssTHX are somewhat of a
mystery, let us briefly explain.
George Lucas, creator of
the “Star Wars’ epics, went to
extraordinary lengths to ensure
that the sound
quality of his films
exceeded anything
Hollywood had
previously produced
and he laid
down exacting

Pure.an Simlo e

specifications covering
distortion, noise, power etc.
to encourage manufacturers

to develop
]

products which
[HX |

will reproduce
his sound A
tracks to_ the

standard they deserve.

NAD was first with a power
amplifier which met these
challenging standards and won
the right to-carry the THX badge.
The 218 THX continues this
principle of quality first.

So what do you get for your not
insubstantial investment at the
end of the day?

A thoughtfully designed,
utterly reliable, acoustically
stunning 2 X.200 watts, bridgeable
to a more than you’ll ever need
700 watts mono, with more
headroom than your window
frames will thank you for, which
could even change the way you
perceive music.

But with all this capability
none of it is a fashion statement.
The 218 THX is designed, not
designer. Every feature of the 218
THX enhances performance and
reliability.

That's why our slogan
“pure and simple”.is as relevant
today for equipment as advanced
as the 218 THX as it was when
NAD was created more than 20
years ago.

THX is a Trademark of Lucas Arts Entertainment Company.
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Persona

o sit staring at a black curtain,

while the same music plays again

and again, sounds like torture

dreamt up by a Cold War inter-
rogator. In fact, it’s the harrowing experi-
ence suffered regularly by the panellists who
help us ‘blind-test” loudspeakers. It only
provides some answers about the sound of
different speakers, but does focus attention
in a controlled and repeatable way.

From the latest tests (p.66 onwards), one
observation sticks firmly in mind. The two
‘semi-omni’ designs tested (Canon S-75 with
its ‘acousticmirror’, and Castle

Paul Messenger seeks speaker solace by contemplating
pot plants and horizontal floorstanders. . .

Messages

listening close up, butit didn’t seem a prob-
lem for the panel sitting further away, and
the extra room-filling effect was a real bonus.

[ casually mentioned this to Joe Akroyd
(of Royd), and enquired whether he’d con-
sidered top-mounting one of the two main
drivers in the excellent little Doublet. He had
not, mentioning the Pot Plant Factor (PPF) as
one objection. It would have to be a pretty
tiny pot plant to perch on top of a Doublet,
[ suggested, but took his point.

I hope the PPF doesn’t work against the
Harlech (Castle, of course, has plenty of

ing is overwhelmingly towards a narrow front
panel (baffle), which gives wide lateral dis-
persion. The majority view, which I don’t
entirely share, is that there are sound acoustic
reasons for making the baffle as small as pos-
sible,and mountingitclear of walls and floor.
The rest of the enclosure is there to hold the
baffle in place, and absorb the sound radia-
tion that comes from the back of the main dri-
ver cone; in the ported enclosure converting
some of it into extra low-frequency output of
dubious phase integrity.

The trouble is that the typical enclosure
doesn’tdo a particularly good

Harlech with its second
upward-facing main driver)
seemedto fill the farend of the
room much more effectively
than the dozen or so conven-
tional designs, with all drivers
on the front panel.

Don’t worry. ’'m not going
tospend the rest of thiscolumn
reiterating the well-worn
omni-vs-direct arguments. The
crux is that when you reduce
directionality, or increase
omnidirectionality by adding
drivers or lenses to distribute
sound away from the listener,
it reduces the ratio of direct to
reflected sound. With an omni-
directional speaker, the room
reflections make up a greater
part of the total sound you
hear, than they do with more

job. Its internal dimensions
form standing waves, which
focus the energy and create
coloration that comes out
through coneand port. Most
serious of all is the back panel,
which is usually only a few
inches behind the main driver
and acts asan internalacoustic
mirror, reflecting the rear-
ward-cone output straight
back through the cone as a
delayed (and phase-inverted)
distortion. Internal damping
helps, but causes its own
problems, too.

The simplesealed or reflex-
ported box is usually the worst
offender. Transmission lines
(uncommon) and labyrinths
(historic) make serious
attempts to ‘lose’ and absorb

conventional speakers.

Even though they’ve been very successful
elsewhere, high-reflectivity, very omnidirec-
tional speakers like the Bose 901, have found
the British market tough going. Partly, I sus-
pect, this is because our rooms tend to be
smaller than those in the USA. However, Dick
Shahinian’s recent offerings (Compass
reviewed in HFC 158) have been building
him a cult following, filling something of the
gap left when the semi-omni Linn Isobarik
went out of production.

I’'m sure the Castle Harlech (see page 73)
willincrease the popularity of the semi-omni
approach. It suited my room well, adding
spaciousness to a beautifully balanced sound.
Critics point to the loss of stereo focus, which
is a fair comment. The Harlech didn’t focus
images quite as precisely as the others when

HI-FI CHOICE

Paul’s proposal will turn speakers on their sides!

alternatives for the horticulturally inclined),
but this did, in turn, make me wonder
whether speaker design is partly determined
by the dictates of domestic acceptability.
The trend towards compact floorstanders
is a prime example. In many cases, these are
merely bookshelf-size speakers, with cabi-
netsextended down to the floor so that pretty
woodworkreplacesstandironmongery (even
though the latter is likely to do a better job).
Then the penny dropped. If form fol-
lowed function, rather than the dictates of
fashion and the so-called ‘wife acceptance
factor’, speakers ought be a different shape.
There will never be total agreementon the
‘right’ shape for a speaker, but current think-

the rear radiation, but can be
expensive to construct.

The obvious low-cost solution is to make
the speaker much deeper than its height or
width. Thisisa bitlike turning round a floor-
stander so that the height becomes the depth,
the drivers are mounted where the top used
to be, and the whole thing is installed a cou-
ple of feet off the floor, with what used to be
the base close to the wall. This arrangement
would make sense acoustically, by minimis-
ing first internal reflections, and keeping the
baffle area small, and clear of wall and floor.

No-one, to my knowledge, has tried such
aradical shape, presumably because it would
look too weird and doesn’t fit the stereotype.
Ironically, the nearest commercial equivalent
is probably B&W’s hyper-radical Nautilus,
yours for £30,000 a pair! A
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NAIM’S VERSION OF A
PRODUCTION LINE

Naim has a worldwide reputation

for quality products. It’s the result
of successfully merging human
resources and technology into one |
harmonious unit. Our equipment is
the finest sounding in the world
because we trust our ears ~ and
we train our fingers. Audition our
range yourself and we’re sure
you’ll agree that for the very best
hand built hi-fidelity equipment ~

For THE VERY BEST IN HI-FI THERE ’S ONLY ONE NAIM
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LETTER OF THE MONTH

The unbearable rightness of testing

What is it with your blind panel reviews? Time after time you
present us with supposedly impartial conclusions, delivered from
behind the anonymity of a black-out curtain, but ’'m not so sure.
Having thought long and hard about the implications of your
testing techniques, I have the following comments.

First of all, if you conduct a test of, say, 14 CD players in a
day, how long does each one get to prove its mettle? Not more
than a few minutes, I'll be bound. And surely if you test players
one after the other, the panel’s opinions on one model are bound
to be coloured by its predecessor? The only way to circumvent
this would be to introduce a ‘control’ product between each unit
tested. Does this occur? I think we deserve to know.

Another puzzler is the way less expensive models often come
out better than their more expensive siblings. A classic example
of this occurs in the December 1996 edition, in which the £160
Sony CDP-XES500 CD player [below] rates more highly than the
company’s £300 CDP-XE900 model. If I was Sony I would be
pulling out my hair in frustration!

Roger M. Ellie, Barking, Essex.
Our esteemed reviewers use all their powers of skill and
judgment to give each product a fair crack

of the whip... — Ed

Pomme de couch
All hi-fi mags are to blame. You
may get one in a review of six
or eight, but never all of them.
What am I talking about?
Remote-controlled amps, of
course! Please, please let’s have
regular reviews on just these.
I’ve used separates for 30
years, but bought my first
remote amp in 1980, and found
it more relaxing to control vol-
ume from the armchair, espe-
cially with classical music which
has such wide dynamicrange.
David C Angove, Camborne,
Cornwall.

HI-FI CHOICE

PS: I know

ordinary amps sound slightly
better than remote ones pound
for pound, but I’'m quite happy
with my Yamaha AX-570.

You'll find a couple in Sessions
this month and if things keep
going the way they are, only the
truly esoteric will be sans
remote in a few years time. Vive
le couch. - JK

Critical combinations

On more than one occasion I
have read that when purchas-
ing separate pre and power

amplifiers, it is best to stick to
the same manufacturer. It is
here that I would suggest other-
wise, as different combinations
can prove interesting and satis-
fying alternatives. It came as no
surprise when I read your
review of the Rotel RC/RB-
980BX pre/power combination
(HFC 155). To my ears it gave
a penetrating and ultimately
fatiguing sound — my own
experience has revealed thatthe
pre-amp is the culprit. If you
discard this and connect a CD
player directly into the Rotel
power amp, the sound is imme-
diately less aggressive.

Better still by far is to marry
the RB98OBX power amp with
an Audiolab 8000C pre-amp.
This combination is a real win-
ner — equally detailed yet
warmer and far more engaging
that the Rotel pairing, with no
hint of fatigue.

I would suggest that when
possible you should assess the
performance of pre and power
amplifiers separately, making
use of other partnering equip-
ment as well.

Kevin White, Durban, South
Africa.

Thecloth-eared
brigade

I have just read the review of six
cartridges by Malcolm Steward
(HFC 158). His references to
various ludicrously-named pop
groups and bass lines etc con-
vey nothing to me at all.

I would have been very
interested to learn how these
cartridges coped with the clas-
sical repertoire, e.g. the strings
of a large orchestra or the
choral movement of
Beethoven’s Ninth, etc.

Why is it your magazine
only seems to cater for the
cloth-eared brigade? If you
would cast your net a bit wider
you might even improve your

Write on!

OUR LETTERS PAGE ONGE AGAIN RESOUNDS TO THE CLAMOUR OF INBOUND LEXICOGRAPHICAL DYNAMITE

circulation figures.
Incidentally, from Mr

Steward’s description of his

own equipment, ’m thankful I

don’t live next door to him, or

even in the same street!

KG Leigh, Newcastle, Staffs.

Bus business
Discussing the relative merits of
interconnects is analogous to
discussing the wind resistance
of different wing mirrors on a
bus. Frankly it would be better
to discuss how to improve the
aerodynamics of the bus itself.
The same argument can
equally be extended to speaker
cable. As long as the cable is
easily able to carry the current,
it would be better to spend the
money saved on esoteric cable
to acquire better speakers or
sources, where there is likely to
be real and measurable benefit.
Anna Courtney, Southampton,
Hampshire.

Lumme!

This is
our
stylish
Hi-Fi Choice
garment, which
will be awarded to

the writer of the most interesting
letter every month. Available only in
capacious, flattering, XL size.

OUR ADDRESS
The Editor-in-Chief, Hi-Fi Choice,
19 Bolsover Street, LONDON W1P
THJ  Fax: 0171-917 5512 * e-mail:
100433.1130@compuserve.com.
“We reserve the right to edit all
letters that we publish.”
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JAMO CONCERT 8 LOUDSPEAKERS

A Concerted

Alan Sircom judges Jamo's
first foray into the world of
affordable high-end speakers.

Above: the twin inputs
for that all important bi-
wiring. Below and right:
the Concert 8 stands tall

on its stylish cast-iron
and extruded-aluminium
support column.

amo has not become Europe’s
largestloudspeaker manufac-
turer by chance. Only a great
deal of intelligent planning
and marketing can achieve
such continental pre-eminence.
Inevitably, sales figures of this mag-
nitude come not from concentrating

on niches but by seeing the big picture

and serving the whole market. But
only the short-sighted or foolish

i would write off Jamo as purveyors of
i mereaudio trinkets.

In 1992 the company made a state-
ment to set the record straight about
hi-fi credibility. That statement was
1.78 metres high, weighed 72 kilos
and carried a £7,000 price-tag. Oriel
was its name. This giant floorstand-
ing speaker proved that Jamo could
make a loudspeaker that hi-fi buffs
would talk about. Trouble was, Oriel
remained mostly a talking point, as its

cost and size prohibited all but the

most privileged ownership.

Nonetheless, Oriel set the scene for

the Concert range unveiled this year.
Concert 8 is the first member of the

the range to become available, but by

the time you read this there will be also
a £2,000 floorstander, Concert 11,
and a £500 shielded home-cinema

i dialogue unit, Concert Centre.

For £1,300, the stand-mounted
Concert 8 is lot of speaker in a small
box. The two-way, rear-ported, 25-
mm-thick MDF cabinetis wrapped in

i gorgeous cherry (as shown) or swi-
i etenia mahogany veneer, and features
i Jamo’s unique Non Coloration

Compound front baffle, which com-
prises two black plastic shells filled
with a composite of quartz sand and
resonance-deadening binding agent.
The two shells are heat-sealed

together to make the whole front baf-

fle very heavy, and as acoustically
dead as you can get, even though the

i surface is quite reflective.

The drive units are equally dis-
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tinctive. Both treble and mid/bass
units are made specifically for the
Concerts 8 and 11 by SEAS. The tre-
ble unit sports a 25-mm, partially
horn-loaded cloth dome, coated four
times in Sonotex for optimum rigid-
ity and internal damping. This unit is
rear-vented, ferrofluid cooled and
uses silver wire throughout.

The 165mm mid/bass unit is
equally unique. Ithasa die-cast mag-
nesium chassis and employsa die-cast
magnesium cone, chosen for its com-
bination of low mass and high rigid-
ity. A copper phasing plug is included
to avoid dust-cap-induced cone
break-up. The plugalso servesto con-
duct heat away from the main drive-
unit’s motor assembly.

The mid-bass drive-unit operates
up to 2.5 kHz, at which frequency it
integrates with the tweeterthrough a
simple yet effective crossover net-
work. Internal connections are made
with flat, low-resistance, oxygen-free-
copper cables, whose characteristics
are optimised for both mid-bass and
treble drivers. Impedance is claimed
to remain steady at four Ohms, and
sensitivity at a healthy 90dB, render-
ing the Concert 8 tailor-made for
valve amplifiers with appropriate out-
put tappings. Jamo even supplies an

optional stand: this is an elegant, self-
assembly, triangular affair, with a sin-
gle central pillar that can be sand filled
if desired. There is a cable-housing
compartment at the rear in which the
speaker cables may be hidden neatly.

Many metal-coned speakers have
an optimum working temperature,
which more or lessequatesto a warm
living room. True to its Scandinavian
heritage, the Concert 8 is relatively
insensitive to climatic variation. It is
position sensitive, though: to avoid a
flood of mid-bass you need to ensure
the rear-firing port has plenty of clear
air to buffer it from the nearest wall.

Within minutes of playing I dis-
covered two fundamentalfactorsgov-
erning the Concert 8’s performance.
The first, which appliesirrespective of
valve or solid-state amplification, con-
cerns cabling. These speakers must
be bi-wired (or better still, bi-ampli-
fied) to give of their best. It is even
worth experimenting with a hybrid
cable, in which different types of wire
are used to hook up the treble and
mid-bass terminals.

The second proviso relates to the
use of a turntable. Unless your record-
spinner is well-damped like a
Townshend Rock III, prepare to
observe the mid/bass cone flapping
when the needle hits the groove!

These caveats aside, Jamo Concert
8 is a perfect house guest. It is charm-
ing, cultured, refined, and never
makes a mess. In particular, the mid-
band is detailed, open and free from
the boxiness endemic in loudspeakers
with wooden cabinets.

This transparency makes the
speaker sound more like a Quad elec-
trostatic than many a box, and equips
it superbly to portray every nuance of
complex musical mixes. To the unac-
customed listener this can be discon-
certing, as both harmonious and dele-
terious recorded minutiae will be
revealed for what they are.

HI-FI CHOICE



Consequently, your discs may shim-
mer with new-found subtleties.

This loudspeaker is very dynamic,
and thus adept at handling the
crescendos of classical music or the
Stygian depths of dub-reggae cuts.
Turn up the volume and Concert 8
becomes the ultimate drum-kit
speaker. It matchesits dynamism with
transparency, delineating each stick-
hit on every drum and cymbal, thus

HI-FI CHOICE

preserving attack, decay, sustain an
release portions of note envelopes.
In fact, the Concert 8’s only lim
tation is bass, and ’twas ever thus for
speakers of this size. Low notes are
well controlled and the response
plumbs the bottom two octaves, but
not sufficiently to embody a physical
presence. To be fair, this omissi
will only dismay those who live
timpaniandorgan pedals: the Concert

8 is no more compromised tha

aProAc Response One ‘S’ or Acoustic
Energy AE-1. It’s definitely not
designed to play very loud, and bites
back when cranked too hard. But its
clean, uncompressed sound accom-
modates continuous programme at
much higher levels than most speak-
ers can sustain comfortably, and for
that, | commend it highly. A

mo UK Ltd & 01327 301300
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KRELL KAV-300i

Highway

to Krell

Jason Kennedy thrills to the
superlative performance

of Krell's most

affordable amplifier.

rell is firmly estab-
lished in the élite of
US high-end compa-
nies. Krell proprietor
Dan D’Agostino vir-
tually introduced the concept of ‘mus-
cle amps’ to Europe in the mid 1980s,
with the KA-50 and KA-100 power
amps. Since those heady days of tran-
sistor-amp purism, the company has
diversified into hi-fi number-crunch-
ing with Krell Digital, and more
recently, into the home theatre mar-
ket with Krell Audio Video.

The KAV-300i hails from the AV
division, yetapparently itisnotan AV
amplifier. It has no surround-pro-
cessingcircuitsandincorporatesonly
two channels of amplification. Rather
it is intended for use with a separate
processor and as many extra channels
of amplification as necessary. Buried
on the back panelis the only clue sug-
gesting applications outside pure
audio: processor loop sockets.

At one time the idea of an inte-
grated Krell was totally anathema.
How could the kings of transistor
amplification make something so
pedestrian? Times have changed,
however,andthe KAV-300ihaswon
anumber of awards, including EISA’s
European High End Audio Product of
the Year (reported in HFC 158).

This is no ordinary integrated
amp. It costs a cool £2,500, has
remote control, balanced inputs and
two-channel electronic volume con-
trol; and of course, it comes complete
with glorious Krell metalwork.

It’s not exactly bursting with fea-
tures, but it does have three regular
line inputs, one balanced input, one
tape loop, the aforementioned proces-
sor facility, and pre-out sockets. The
latter make possible a number of
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options, including bridging (for extra
power) and AV applications. This
seems like a rather limited selection of
inputs for home cinema pursuits, but
I’'m sure there’s a workaround hiding
in the catalogue somewhere.

To audition this fine product I
hooked itup to a Voyd turntable with
Wilson-benesch ACT 2 arm and
Carbon cartridge, equalised and
amplified by Michell Iso HR and Rega
EOS phono stages. In the digital
domain, Trichord Research Genesis
and Pulsar Series One CD
player/DAC did the honours. All
interconnects were Audio Note sil-
ver. At the business end I connected
Wilson-benesch ACT One loud-
speakers with Electrofluidics speaker
cable. ALiving Voice mains cable pur-
veyed PowerGen’s finest.

This outfit made for some seri-
ouslygood listening. First was struck
by the KAV-3007’s remarkable chan-
nel separation and stereo imaging.
Even this base model embodies phase
linearity! While listening I played a
record by an outfit called Photek,
which is predominantly synthesised
and contains some extreme out-of-
phase stuff flying around the room.
This exaggerated the effect of the
Krell’s powerful imagery, but further
listening did nothing to diminish the
impression, and [ ended up wonder-
ing how the KAV-300i would get on
with a pair of Electrofluidics Sonoliths
— as far as I'm concerned, the
ultimate speakers for imagery.

STATEMENTS
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Three-D stereo wasn’t the only
virtue on display; the Krell’s timing,
too, was exceptional for anintegrated
design. It had no trouble unravelling
the complex rhythms of a Salif Keita
track, and in fact I couldn’t find a
piece of music that ruffled its assured
presentation.

The superlatives kept on coming.
The KAV-300i handles dynamics
with aplomb, tracing subtle variations
in level almost like a good single-
ended triode valve amp (but that
wouldn’t kick out 150 Watts). It’s
sensitive to input level, and responded
more enthusiastically to the relatively
high output of the Michell Iso HR
thanthe EOS,whilerevealing the lat-
ter’s ability to resolve tonal subtlety.

This brings me to the most crucial
test of any hi-fi product: its ability to
respond to fine variations in input sig-
nals and portray as much of the char-
acter of the recording as possible. The
Krell passed with aplomb, making it
very hard for me to get a handle on
any obvious artefacts of its presenta-
tion. ’d say overall it’s a little dry, and
my usual ECA/Roksan pre/power
soundsfree and open by comparison.
Also, this amp favours the recording
studio’s idea of progress: modern
recordings tend to sound better than
older ones, even though some of the
most soulful cuts are vintage ones.

Having heard this amp, I'm glad
EISA’s judges gave it a round of pan-
European applause. Krell deserves it.
Absolute Sounds = (0181) 947 5047 A

Krell’s £2,500 KAV-300i
is prepared for the
Day of AV Judgment!
Until such a time,

it remains a damn fine

hi-fi amplifier...
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'AS MALCOLM STEWARD’S COVERED WAGON PULLS INTO TOWN, CROWDS GATHER FOR THE NEXT HI-FI MEDICINE SHOW.

Send your hi-fi queries to Help! at the usual address (page 145) or 100433.1130@compuserve.com. We ragret that we cannot answer individual queries on a personal basis.

Query of the month

As part of my hi-fi system, I have a Philips D8734, an inexpen-
sive combined amplifier-and-twin-cassette-deck system, pur-
chased in the early ’80s. I treasure this machine for its ability to
fade out from deck A when transferring to deck B. I’ve been
told there is nothing available today that can do this unless I set
up a veritable recording studio. Is that so?

Don Lewis, Derbyshire

Calls to the major cassette deck manufacturers didn’t unearth
any machines with an automatic fade facility of the type I sus-
pect you’re seeking. The closest I came was a Technics machine
that fades when recording from CD to prevent abrupt silences
when the tape runs out. However, you can perform manual
fades on modern cassette recorders without resorting to a mix-
ing desk — you simply turn down the record-level control on

the deck that’s recording.

Out of depth

My system includes an Arcam
Alpha 5+ CD player, Naim 42-
5/Hi-Cap/110 amps and Naim
IBL speakers. I bought the
speakers second-hand quite
cheaply, and although the
sound is very detailed it can be
a bit thin and harsh. I believe
that the CD player, good as it
is, swims out of its depth in this
system. I have £1,000 to spend
at the moment, but could dou-
ble that in a year if you don’t
think £1,000 will buy a CD
player that would do justice to
my amps and speakers. What is
your opinion of the IBLs? |
have never seen any reviews of
them, but I have been told that
they need better amplification
than that I am using.

J. Collins, Manchester

Although I'm a card-carrying
member of the Naim fan-club, |
confess that | never much liked
the 1BLs. I have heard a couple
of systems in which they've
sounded well balanced, but
generally I've found them lack-
ing bottom-end weight. The
quick fix would be to sell them
and look at the new Naim
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Intro, which is the IBL’s £596
replacement. Keep the Arcam
CD player for now and put the
left-over £404 towards a CD3.

Thrashing baroque

I have a Naim CD3 and NAIT
3R, KEF Coda 7 speakers,
Atacama stands, Naim inter-
connect and Gale XL 160-2
speaker cables.

I listen to the complete
spectrum of classical music,
nothing else. My system plays
most discs well, but its weak-
ness is baroque music, which
sounds thrashy with a metallic
harshness. The Naim gear is
not at all tolerant of sub-stan-
dard discs, and some of my re-
mastered opera recordings
from the ’60s and *70s sound
too vivid and edgy.

My speakers are probably
not up to the Naims, and I was
thinking of an upgrade. What
would you suggest for up to
£600? I would consider stand-
mount or free-standing enclo-
sures. I like the presentation of
the KEF Coda 7s, but I would
prefer slightly more warmth
and refinement.

R.E. Adams, Gwent

Firstly, sand-fill your stands if
yout haven’t done so already. The
SE24s can ring when undamped,
and that can exacerbate high fre-
quency edginess. Then try swap-
ping speaker cables — see if you
can borrow some well-run-in
Naim NAC AS.

If that doesn’t do the trick,
start auditioning speakers. |
would listen to the Rega ELA,
Mission 752, and Naim Intro,
all of which are convenient
floorstanders.

A change of direction

I have a question regarding

speaker cables. I have read

about directional cables, but I’'m

very sceptical, owing to my tech-
nical education.

One magazine says it’s a subject
of great debate but they would-
n’t argue with manufacturers —
why not? What are your opin-
ions and, if a cable can be direc-
tional (if indeed), why is it so?
Mike Pountain, Ladybarn

Don’t miss out on a cheap and
effective way to improve your
sound merely because cable
directionality seems illogical.
Quite why some cables are
directional is a mystery that one
day science will solve. | don’t
understand it and | spent years
studying transmission theory.

Just accept that this quirk
can often give rise to audibly
discernible differences,
marginal or significant. Try it
with your cables — you have
nothing to lose.

Rega ELA: could add warmth




Cyrus III: recommended for our French correspondent.

Sounding British

My system consists of a
Yamaha AX450 amp, Marantz
CDS2SE and a pair of Focal
JM Lab DB19 speakers on 60
cm stands. I use QED Qudos
speaker cable and Link
Monitor analogue intercon-
nect. My listening room is five
by four metres, and my music
tastes are heterogeneous but
principally jazz and classical.

I like the sound of the
Marantz CDS2SEbutl wantto
replace my speakers and amp. I
have £750-£800 to spend and
Id like to buy British.

What would give better
results in terms of neutrality
and transparency, with wide
and deep stereo imaging? What
do you think about the follow-
ing equipment combinations:
Audio Innovations Alto and
ProAc Tablette 50, or Cyrus III
with Castle Durbam 900?

M. Tavernier, La Gorgue,
France

The Alto and ProAc combina-
tion isn’t ideal for a room of
this size: the amplifier is under-
powered and prefers more effi-
cient speakers. The Cyrus and
Castle would be better but
deserve a more sophisticated
CD player. The CD52SE is a

worthy machine but it’s only a
budget player, and its limita-
tions will soon become appar-
ent in a revealing system.

With that in mind, listen to
amps such as the Cyrus 111,
Arcam Delta 290 and Orelle
SA-100, with speakers such as
the B&W DM602, Mordaunt
Short MS25i, Tannoy 633/11
and TDL RTL2.

Dusting off
I used to be a keen hi-fi enthusi-
ast but, with the arrival of my
children, I have sold or moth-
balled most of my equipment.
The time has come to start
up again — some of the old sys-
tem is in need of a service but
otherwise it’s okay. Should I
start again, or keep certain ele-
ments and add improvements?
I currently have: one Quad
303 power amp, a Quad 33 pre
amp and a Quad FM3 tuner
(circa 1983), plusone of the old
curved electrostatic speakers
which I hope to sell anyways;
one Garrard 402 transcription
turntable with an SME 3009
Series II Improved pick-up arm
and Shure V15 Mk III car-
tridge; a pair of Bose 301
speakers, a pair of Wharfedale
Lintons, and a Pioneer CT4141
cassette deck in need of repair.

Audiolab 8000S: fine amp with the added

bonus of a headphone jack.
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I am considering using the
Quad system and buying a CD
player to go with it. I'd use the
record deck, as we have a good
selection of vinyl, and maybe
the cassette deck if it won’t cost
too much to repair. I would use
the existing speakers or maybe
replace them with Quads to
match the electronics.

The alternative is to scrap
the lot and start again. Would
anybody be interested in buy-
ing equipment as old as this?

I would be prepared to
spend up to £1,000 on some-
thing like the Denon D-F10
you mention in the magazine.
Geoff Mead, Wiltshire

There are plenty of people still
using Quad 33/303s and
Garrard turntables; they're cult
items in some quarters. The
cost effective solution is to have
these renovated and buy a new
CD player. I'd also look for
another old Quad electrostatic
to make up a pair. However,
have the ESLs serviced by the
manufacturer because they run
at high voltages and you must
be sure they’re working prop-
erly before using them. You
would then have a genuine high
quality system — old, but good
nonetheless, and superior to
any modern mini system
including the estimable D-F10.

Headphone adaptations

I have the following equipment
connected to an Arcam Alpha 3
amplifier: Panasonic TX-
29AD30F TV, Sony SLV-E810
VCR; Nokia 2202 CS satellite
receiver; Sony DAR 1000 ES
receiver; AKG K1000/
Sennheiser 565 Ouvation head-
phones; and Heco Professional
5000 speakers.

I am more or less satisfied
with the amplifier but, as it has
no remote control, I want to
buy another, better, integrated
amplifier. I think perhaps one
of the following: Arcam Delta
290; Audiolab 8000S; Harman

Kardon HK 680 or Luxman A
384 (pre amp with triode tube).
I was also thinking of the
Cyrus 1II but, it has no outlets
for headphones or a second pair
of speakers.
Karl Allenbach, Kollbrunn,
Switzerland.

You will probably find the
Arcam Delta 290 or Audiolab
8000S best suit your require-
ments, but your letter raises an
interesting point regarding
minimalist  designs.  Just
because an amplifier doesn’t
have a headphone socket does-
n’t mean you can’t use head-
phones with it. There are
adapter boxes that allow you to
connect most dynamic head-
phones to the amplifier’s loud-
speaker terminals. Or you can
simply replace the headphones’
jack plug with other termina-
tions suited to making a direct
connection to the speaker ter-
minals. Ask your dealer to help
you with this, because not every
amplifier is happy with such an
arrangement.

Add a bit of life
I am looking to upgrade my
amplifier to a pre/power or
valve set-up, and I can budget
up to £2,000. My current sys-
tem is a Meridian 206 CD
player, Exposure XV integrated
amp, B&W 805 Matrix speak-
ers, Audiolab 8000T tuner and
Nakamichi DR3 cassette deck.
The Exposure amp sounds
very smooth, but I am looking
for a more lively sound with a
more ‘punchy’ bass. My listen-
ing preferences are rock, elec-
tronic and jazz.
P. Sharp, Berkshire

Your CD player is a respectable
but not urgent-sounding device,
which probably explains the
system’s lack of liveliness. Also,
your amplifier, though good,
isn’t the ideal candidate to drive
your speakers. Given your tastes

in music, I'd be inclined to select P¥»
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, Why? Simply because our new Reference 500 mini
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Mordaunt-Short MS25i: touch of class for budget systems everywhere.

< ? CD player, amplifier and

speakers that better serve the
rhythmical needs of contempo-
rary music. Check out CD play-
ers like the Naim CD3 and
Micromega’s Stage range. Listen
to speakers like the Neat Petite
and TDL Studio 1. Then audi-
tion amplifiers — maybe one of
Exposure’s prelpower combina-
tions — and look for one that
retains the verve these compo-
nents can deliver.

Supporting a system
I currently have a Denon
DCD615 CD player and a
Denon PMA-480R amplifier
connected to a pair of old Sharp
loudspeakers. I want to replace
the speakers and would welcome
suggestions of models to audi-
tion costing up to £300. I listen
mostly to rock but there are clas-
sical CDs in my collection.
Would the £200 Cambridge
DACMagic 2 make a worth-
while improvement to my sys-
tem, or should I spend the
money on something else, such
as an equipment table?
[tzhak Nuri, Madrid, Spain

I’d start your search for speakers
with  the Mordaunt-Short
MS25i, a floorstander whose
accommodating but revealing
nature allows it to work well in a
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budget system, yet still prove
rewarding when you upgrade
your electronics.

I wouldn’t recommend
adding a DAC to your inher-

ently respectable CD player if

you don’t yet have a proper
support under your electronics.
Your money will be betterspent
on an equipment rack and some
decent-quality bi-wire loud-
speaker cables. They’ll allow
you to appreciate any subse-
quent upgrades by extracting
more performance from your
CD player and amplifier.

Amplifier or turntable?

I assembled my system 20 years
ago to play a large collection of
vinyl albums. While my collec-
tion of vinyl continues to grow,
my system has remained
unchanged until this month,
when I bought a Denon DRS
640 cassette deck.

The system includes an
Armstrong 600 receiver, IMF
Super Compact speakers,
Ariston RD11S turntable with
SME 3009 arm and Ortofon
VMS20E cartridge, and an
Akai 4000DS reel-to-reel
tape recorder.

The Ariston’s pilot light
has failed and the
Armstrong’s collection of two
and five-pin DIN outlets has

frustrated attempts to upgrade
interconnects and speaker
cables. On the basis that I can
only replace one unit at a time,
what would you replace, and in
what order?

Ideally, the replacements
should be British. I've identified
the Systemdek 2x2 turntable as
the most desirable replacement
for the Ariston, but my price
range says Rega Planar 3.
Stephen Glancey, Middlesex

Read last month’s issue for our
warm appraisal of the
Systemdek. Compare it to a
Planar 3, which is a reliable if
not top-league performer.
Consider buying a second-
hand Linn Sondek LP12 if
your LP collection is seriously
large. However, you need a
new amplifier fast, so search
out a good dealer and see if he
can restore your Ariston to tide
you over for a while.

You don’t say how much you
want to spend on an amplifier
but I'd recommend an inte-
grated model with a better-than-
average-phono stage — an
Exposure ora Naim, preferably.

Warming up

My system consists of a Denon
DRM 700 tape deck, a Denon
DCD 960 CD player, and a pair
of single-wired Tannoy 603s
driven by an Audiolab 8000A.

Having converted to CDs
entirely, I miss the depth, real-
ism and warmth of music from
LPs. Fortunately, the DCD 960
has optical and coaxial digital
outputs. With a budget of $600
(£385), would you recommend
adding an external DAC like
Arcam’s Black Box 50, or
would I be better off changing
the player?

Finally, do you also recom-
mend bi-wiring the Tannoys?
With what cables?

O. Araneta, New Jersey, USA

Your amplifier and speakers
are not the warmest around, so
there’s no cheap or easy way
out of this situation. You might
try listening to a Rotel
RCD970 CD player, which
tends towards a more vinyl-
like presentation, or maybe
check out speakers with a less
attacking nature.

To achieve an ideally bal-
anced system, you audition a
new set-up that suits you, and
work towards it — even if it’s
out of your present price range.

Bi-wiring the 603s with
heavy gauge cable, such as
Cable Talk Talk 3.1, might
alleviate some of your prob-
lems in the short term.

At a higher end

I am very happy with my pre-
sent system, comprising
Mission 753 speakers, Musical
Fidelity The Preamp and bi-
amped Typhoons, Theta Data
Universal Transport 11 PAL
and Pro Basic 11 B DAC, and a
Rega Planar 3. However 1|
intend to change these compo-
nents and venture into the
higher end, in search of a
roughly similar sound but more
advanced aesthetics than the
usual ‘black box’.

I am considering: Spendor
SP 9/1 speakers, amplified by
the new Copland CTA 301
mk11/CTA 505 (maybe adding
a second 505 for bi-amping); a
Voyd turntable (standard or
0.5) and SME arm. As far as
CD is concerned, I'm not quite
sure yet: maybe Mission Disc/
Dacmaster, Pink Triangle
Cardinal/Ordinal, a Counter-
point combo or even the new
CD player from Copland and a
suitable DAC.

I listen to a wide spectrum of
music, from classical to rock
and grunge, but no techno.
Patrick Wheeler, Ziirich,

Switzerland

Rotel RCD970: CD player
that thinks it’s a turntable!
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4d If you're spending high-end

cash it’s understandable that
you want a system to look
good. However, hi-fi’s primary
purpose is to sound good and
the best aesthetic match might
not  fit  this  criterion.
Recognising that beauty is in
the eye of the bebolder, can |
point you towards some alter-
natives? You might consider a
system from Pear Audio, such
as the one I reviewed in issue
144, which comprised a Well
Tempered record player,
Dynavector amplification (dis-
creet black boxes) and stunning
Shahinian loudspeakers. Also
look at Meridian equipment,
which was definitely developed
to please the eye.

Get asupport

I own a Marantz CD-63SE CD
player, which I use with
Sennheiser HD 565 Ovation
headphones, as domestic cir-
cumstances currently rule out
loudspeakers. Listening exclu-
sively to classical music, I enjoy
the Marantz’s open, spacious
presentation with no loss of
detail. The only problem is that
it doesn’t have a detachable
mains cable. Now I would like
to optimise the configuration
and wonder whether connect-
ing the headphones to an
amplifier, rather than to the
headphone jack of the ’63SE,
would improve the sound.
With a budget of £350-£550,
could you recommend a suit-
able amp and interconnects?
Any other advice on how I
might overcome limitations of
a CD player/headphone set-up?
Andreas Bendlin, Oxford

In such a basic system you’ll
gain the greatest improvements
by improving what you already
have, rather than by adding an
amplifier, which will be just
another device that can degrade
the signal. Improve the CD
player then buy some better
headphones if

HI-FI CHOICE

you want significant gains. And
think about buying a decent
support for the CD player —
Mana Soundframe, for
instance. Budget players are
usually susceptible to external
disturbances, which will be
readily audible via headphones.

A bit of a boo-boo?

My system comprises a Philips
CD960 CD player, Arcam
Black Box, QED passive pre
amp, Musical Fidelity P170
power amp and B&W P§
speakers.

I recently bought the ex-
demo PSs for £700 having pre-
viously used Arcam Alpha 2s. 1
think I’ve made a big boo-boo!

My reason for buying them
was to get more bass (I want
lots of extension, but I don’t
want boom!) and I also wanted
a little less muddle when play-
ing complex classical music.
Colin Jones, Southall

System matching is the main
problem here. The CD960
isn’t exactly the best-sorted
CD player on the planet, the
Black Box has been comfort-
ably surpassed by later genera-
tions, the amplification isn’t
optimal — passive pre-amps
were all the rage until people
discovered that few power
amplifiers responded well to
them — and the speakers are
intended for a more sophisti-
cated set-up.

In short, your best bet is to
sell-up and start again. To
make this process cost effec-
tive, buy the best CD player
you can afford, then find an
amplifier that will work well
with your less demanding
Arcam speakers. 1 would sug-
gest something along the lines
of the Orelle CD-100SE or
Arcam Delta 290, as suitable
starting points for your audi-
tioning trail.

Mana Soundframe
will benefit even
headphone

Jimmy Hughes invites GD connoisseurs to
use their pause buttons sparingly!

ne of the great things about CD is its consistency. Used to
0 evaluate a system, or employed as the source in comparative

tests, you can rely on it to deliver an identical signal at all
times. Or can you?

Recently John Rogers, the man behind the QR Developments
Ringmat, demonstrated how the perceived sound of a CD player
alters, according to how you select tracks that are being played.
Quite simply, the best sound results when a track is cued from stop
and the disc is left to play. If you press pause, select the next or
previous track, or use the fast-search keys, the sound loses some of
its freshness and immediacy. You don’t believe me? Well, just try
the following test.

Select a piece of music with a good, strong bass line and lots of
high-frequency energy — something that sounds lively and articu-
late. Select the desired track, press play and listen for half a minute
or so until you've assimilated the sound. Now press pause, wait a
second, release pause and carry on listening. Does it sound exactly
as before? Or is there now a slight lack of bite and crispness, and
less presence and immediacy? It's easy to check — just press stop,
re-select the track :
and begin listening.
Incidentally, it does-
n't seem to matter
whether you do this
via the player’s func- =
tion buttons or
remote handset.

The best sound
seems to occur when
you go direct from
stop to the track
required; as soon as
you interrupt this
sequence, the sound
is slightly impaired.
It’s like this with
every CD player I've
had the opportunity
to try thus far,
regardless of make. : ‘

The difference isn’t huge, but it is audible. The sound seems to lose
a little freshness and sparkle, as if a thin veil had been placed
between listener and music. Because there’s a slight loss of imme-
diacy, it's as if the volume had been reduced very marginally. A
bright, crisp recording of a piano displays the difference beautifully.

Quite why this should happen is very difficult to explain. I'm
intrigued that the effect seems to be universal, certainly on the
evidence of the Sony, Marantz, Pioneer, TEAC, Wadia and Arcam
players I've tried, to mention just six. Some pundits reckon it’s to do
with the laser failing to track correctly, but I’'m not sure myself.
After all, when | choose a track number once playback has begun,
why should it sound different to the same track selected from rest?
And why should selecting pause or fast search have an effect on
things? It's very strange! What’s most curious is how this effect is
evident with so many players, all possessing different types of
transport mechanism.

| have demonstrated this effect in a variety of different locations,
to many sceptical individuals, and with any number of different CD
players. Every time, on announcing my theme, | confront disbelief
in every corner; but once | make my demonstration, everyone hears
the change. This gives me the confidence that | am not just hearing
the results of an over-vivid imagination. Try it for yourself and see
what you think. I'd be interested to know if it works for you, too!

th those control buttons!

DECEMBER 1996 41



“It’s a rare co

of superb
terrific value” ..

and only available from these

ABERDEEN
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
01224 587070
ACCRINGTON
Cryers

01254 391440
ALDERLEY EDGE
Aston Audio
01625 582704
AYLESBURY
Northwood Audio I
01296 28790
BANBURY
Blinkhorns

01295 259859
BANGOR

| & H Griffiths & Sons
01248 370655
BARKING
Hyper-Fi

0181 591 6961
BARNSTAPLE

J & A Video Centre
01271 24384
BARROW-IN-FURNESS
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
01229 838757
BASINGSTOKE
Audio T

01256 24311
BATH

Moss of Bath
01225 465085
Paul Green Hi-Fi
01225 316197
BECKENHAM
Musical Images
0181 663 3777
BEDFORD
Richard's Audio Visual
01234 365165
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
01234 272779
BELFAST

Audio Times
01232 249117
Richer Sounds
01232 321332
BIDEFORD

J & A Cameras
01237 421791
BIRMINGHAM
Music Matters
0121 429 2811
Music Matters
0121 742 0254
Norman H. Field Hi-Fi
0121 622 2323
Richer Sounds
0121643 1516
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
0121233 2977
Superfi

0121 631 2875
BISHOP’S STORTFORD
Chew & Osborne
01279 656401

The Audio File
01279 506576
BLACKBURN
Cryers

01245 51842
Practical Hi-Fi
01254 691104
Romers Hi-Fi Centre
01254 887799
BLACKPOOL
Practical Hi-Fi
01253 300599

BLOXWICH
Sound Academy
01922 473499
BOLTON
Practical Hi-Fi
01204 395789
BOURNEMOUTH
Movement Audio
01202 529988
Suttons

01202 555512
BRACKNELL
B&B Hi-Fi

01344 424556
BRENTWOOD
Hi-Spek Electronics
01277 226303
BRIGHTON
Richer Sounds
01273 673333
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
01273 733338
The Powerplant Hi-Fi
01273 775978
BRISTOL

Richer Sounds
0117 973 4397
V'audio

0117 968 6005
BROMBOROUGH
CROSS

Peter's Hi-Fi

0151 344 1874
BURTON UPON TRENT
Grange Hi-Fi
01283 533655
BURY ST. EDMUNDS
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
01284 753778
CAMBORNE
ETS.

01209 712344
R.J.F. Audio Visual
01209 612260
CAMBRIDGE
Campkins Hi-Fi
01223 312240
The Audio File
01223 88305
University Audio
01223 354237
CANTERBURY
Q Audio

01227 462787
CARDIFF

Richer Sounds
01222 465654
CARLISLE
Practical Hi-Fi
01228 44792
CASTLEFORD
Eric Wiley Hi-Fi
01977 556774
CHATHAM
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
01634 846859
CHELMSFORD
Rhythms (Colvill Hi-Fi)
01245 325125
Richer Sounds
01245 355666
CHELTENHAM
Audio T

01242 583960
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
01242 241171
CHESTER
Peter’s Hi-Fi
01244 319392

CHIPPENHAM
JD Stereo Center
01249 654357
CHORLEY
Monitor Sound
01257 271935
CONGLETON
The Hi-Fi Showrooms
01260 280017
COVENTRY
Frank Harvey Hi-Fi
Excellence
01203 525200
Superfi

01203 223254
CROYDON
Audio Tech

0181 680 1177
Richer Sounds
0181 667 1100
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
0181655 1203
Spaldings Hi-Fi
0181 654 1231
DARLINGTON
Hi-Fi Experience
01325 481418
DERBY

Superfi

01332 360303
DEVIZES
Rutters Hi-Fi
01380 722268
DOUGLAS
Island Compact Disc
Centre

01624 674505
DUBLIN 2

Hi-Fi Corner

00 353 1 671 4343
Richer Sounds
00 353 1 671 9666
DUBLIN 4

The Sony Centre
00 353 1 667 0990
DUNDEE

J.D. Brown
01382 226591
W.M. Coupar
01382 229588
EASTBOURNE
Smythe & Barrie
01323 729192
EAST GRINSTEAD
Audio Designs
01342 314569
EDGWARE
Musical Images
0181 952 5535
EDINBURGH

Bill Hutchinson
0131 220 0909
Bill Hutchinson
0131 667 2877
Richer Sounds
0131 226 3544
ENFIELD

Audio T

0181 367 3132
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
0181 342 1973
EPPING

Chew & Osborne
01992 574242
EXMOUTH

Exe Video & Satellite
Centre

01395 278 558
FALKIRK

Hi-Fi Corner
01324 629011

AT MI FI?
1994 V
gt
o
1995 @

FOLKESTONE
Halksworth Wheeler
01303 255688
V.J. Hi-Fi

01303 256860
GATESHEAD
Lintone Audio
0191 460 0999
Lintone Audio
0191 477 4167
GLASGOW

Bill Hutchinson
0141 248 2857
Richer Sounds
0141 226 5551
The Music Room
0141 332 5012
GODSTONE
Surrey Hi-Fi
01883 744755
GUILDFORD
Rogers Hi-Fi
01483 61043
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
01483 36666
HALIFAX
Huddersfield Hi-Fi Centre
01422 366832
HARROW
Harrow Audio
0181 863 0938
HASTINGS
Adams & Jarrett
01424 437165
HEREFORD
English Audio
01432 355081
HIGH WYCOMBE
B&B Hi-Fi

01494 535910
The Sound Gallery
01494 531682
HOUNSLOW
Musical Images
0181 569 5802
HUDDERSFIELD
Huddersfield Hi-Fi Centre
01484 544668
HULL

Superfi

01482 324051
ILFORD

Audio T

0181 518 0915
PRC Hi-Fi & Video
0181 514 7448
IPSWICH
Eastern Audio
01473 217217
KETTERING
Classic Hi-Fi
01536 310855
KINGS LYNN
Martins Hi-Fi
01533 761683
KINGSTON UPON
THAMES
Infidelity

0181 943 3530
Richer Sounds
0181 549 9999
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
0181 547 0717
LANCASTER
Practical Hi-Fi
01524 36991

Best Speaker Cable

LEEDS

Bill Hutchinson
0113 242 7777
Richer Sounds
0113 245 5717
Superfi

0113 244 9075
LEICESTER
Leicester Hi-Fi Co
0116 253 9753
Listen Inn

0116 262 3754
May’s Hi-Fi

0116 262 5625
Richer Sounds
0116 255 4656
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
0116 255 7518
The Stereo Shack
0116 253 0330
LINCOLN

Superfi

01522 520265
LIVERPOOL
Beaver Hi-Fi
0151 709 9898
Better Hi-Fi

0151 227 5007
Richer Sounds
0151708 7484
LLANDUDNO
Peter's Hi-Fi
01492 876788
LONDON

A8M Electronics
0171 580 1577
Audio Concept
0181 567 8703
Audio T
0171794 7848
Bartletts Hi-Fi
0171 607 2296
Brians Hi-Fi

0171 631 1109
Chelsea Audio Visual
Centre

0171 352 2596
Francis of Streatham
0181 769 0466
Grahams Hi-Fi
0171 226 5500
Hi-Fi Care
0171637 7879
Hi-Fi Care

0171 637 8911
Hi-Fi Confidential
0171233 7225
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
01376 501733
Hi-Fi Surplus Store
0171 323 6712
Hi-Fi Surplus Store
0171 935 7582
Hi-Spek Electronics
0181 349 1166
Kamla Electronics
0171 323 2747
KJ West One
0171 486 8262
Kerco Electronics
0181 743 3698
Martin-Kleiser
0181 742 3444
M. O’Brien Hi-Fi
0181 946 1528
Musical Images
0171 497 1346
Myers Audio

0181 520 7277
Oranges & Lemons
0171 924 2040

bination
ound, and

LONDON

PRC Hi-Fi & Video
0181 470 3499
Richer Sounds
0171 352 8496
Richer Sounds
0171 403 1201
Richer Sounds
0171722 3359
Richer Sounds
01718312888
Richer Sounds
0171 626 8006
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
0171 352 9466
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
0181855 8016
Shasonic

0171 323 0333
Spatial Audio & Video
0171 637 8702
Superfi

0171 388 1300
The Cornflake Shop
01716310472
The Hi-End

0181 876 3355
The Sound Organisation
0171 403 2255
LOSSIEMOUTH
John Munro
01343 812340
LUTON

B&B Hi-Fi

01582 459915
MAIDENHEAD
B&B Hi-Fi

01628 73420
MAIDSTONE
Halksworth Wheeler
01622 756756
MANCHESTER
Bill Hutchinson
0161 832 1600
Central Radio
0161 834 6700
Practical Hi-Fi
0161 839 8869
Superfi

0161 835 1156
The Hi-Fi Room
0161 832 0888
MARGATE

V.J. Hi-Fi

01843 226977
MIDDLESBOROUGH
Gilson Audio
01642 248793
MSV

01642 223366
MILTON KEYNES
Technosound
01908 604949
NEW MALDEN
Grandix

0181 336 0012
NEWBURY

B&B Hi-Fi

01635 32474
NEWCASTLE

Bill Hutchinson
0191 230 3600
Richer Sounds
0191 230 1392
NEWPORT

Hi-Fi Western
01633 262790
NEWQUAY
Quartetdeck Music
01637 851441

Best Interconnect & Highly
Recommended Speaker Cable

Best Interconnect & Best Speaker

NORTHAMPTON
Listen Inn

01604 37871
NORWICH
Basically Sound
01508 570829
Martins Hi-Fi
01603 627010
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
01603 767605
NOTTINGHAM
Forum Hi-Fi & Video
Centre

0115 962 2657
Richer Sounds
0115 924 1551
Superfi

0115941 2137
OBAN

Frank Walton Hi-Fi
01631 62917
OLDHAM

Audio Counsel
0161 633 2602
OTLEY

Aston Audio
01943 467689
OXFORD

Audio T

01865 65961
Oxford Audio Consultants
01865 790879
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
01865 241773
PAIGNTON
Upton Electronics
01803 551329
PERTH

W.M. Coupar
01738 634809
PETERBOROUGH
Audio Vision
01733 352752
The Hi-Fi Company
01733 341755
PLYMOUTH

The Hi-Fi Attic
01752 669511
POOLE
Movement Audio
01202 730865
PORTSMOUTH
Now That's Hi-Fi
01705 811230
PRESTON
Goodrights
01772 257528
Practical Hi-Fi
01772 883958
PRESTWICH
Richer Sounds
0161 773 0333
RAMSEY

Island Compact Disc
Centre

01624 815521
READING

Audio T

0118 958 5463
B&B Hi-Fi

01734 583730
Richer Sounds
01734 591111
ROSSENDALE
Cryers

01706 216305
ROTHERHAM
Moorgate Acoustics
01709 370666

SAFFRON WALDEN
Chew & Osborne
01799 523728
SALE

Hi-Fi Stereo

0161 973 5577
SCARBOROUGH
Audio One

01723 355654
SEVENOAKS
Performance Hi-Fi
Systems

01732 740425
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
01732 459555
SHEFFIELD
Moorgate Acoustics
0114 275 6048
Richer Sounds
0114 266 1616
Superfi

0114 272 3768
SHREWSBURY
Creative Audio
01743 241924
Shropshire Hi-Fi
01743 232317
SLOUGH

Frasers Hi-Fi Video
01753 520244
SOUTHAMPTON
Richer Sounds
01703 231311
Southampton Hi-Fi
01703 228434
ST. ALBANS
Radlett Audio
01923 856497
ST. AUSTELL
ETS.

01726 75400

ST. NEOTS

AN Audio

01480 472071
Audio Vision
01480 471202
STAINES

Video Systems
01784 460958
STAMFORD
Stamford Hi-Fi
01780 62128
STOCKPORT
Richer Sounds
0161480 1700
STOKE

Living designs
01782 260047
Superfi

01782 265010
STOURBRIDGE
Music Matters
01384 444184
SWANSEA
Quinn’s Audio Visual
Systems

01792 773644
SWINDON

Audio T

01793 538222
THAME

Thame Audio
01844 215431
THORNTON HEATH
AWE

0181653 3657
TORQUAY
Chelston Hi-Fi
01803 606863

authorised dealers...

TRURO

ETS.
0187279809
TUNBRIDGE WELLS
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
01892 531543
TUXFORD

nr. Newark
Chantry Audio
01777 870372
UXBRIDGE
Uxbridge Audio
01895 230404
WALLINGFORD
Astley Audio
01491 839305
WARRINGTON
Doug Brady Hi-Fi
01925 828009
Practical Hi-Fi
01925 32179
WATFORD

Hi-Fi City

01923 226169
Richer Sounds
01923 218888
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
01923 213533
WEYBRIDGE
Cosmic

01932 854522
WEYMOUTH
Weymouth Hi-Fi
01305 785729
WILMSLOW
Swift Hi-Fi of Wilmslow
01625 526213
WOKING
Bartletts Hi-Fi
01483 771175
WOLVERHAMPTON
Superfi

01902 772901
WORCESTER
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
01905 612929
WORTHING
Bowers & Wilkins
01903 264141
Phase 3 Hi-Fi
01903 245577
WREXHAM
Acton Gate Audio
01978 364500
YEOVIL

Mike Manning Audio
01935 79361
YORK

Vickers Hi-Fi
01904 629659

Interconnects
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Cable k scooped the
top honours for** est Cables
in the WHAT HIZ

Interconnects: Monitor 2
Speaker Cables: Talk 3.1

Doesn’t your system
deserve the best?

o it

s afi%)

lease write to:
Arnborough
100r Road,
5U14 7XA.
D1252 371818

& Speaker Cables




Swing Out Systems

Lip-smackin’, CD-guzzlin' tape-playin’ airwave-bustin’ lounge-charmin,
Watt-poppin’, fresh-stylin, motor-vatin'. .. systems! Alan Sircom turns
blue as he samples the taste of a new generation.

H500 can use a mains socket for each
device in the system, although it has two
mains sockets in the rear of the amplifier.

This is the only exception to the ‘one-plug’
rule, except for the systems with active
speakers (Bose, B&O) that need separate
mains inputs to drive active circuitry.
This may seem like a small point, but to
get good sound out of any hi-fi system it is
vital to use separate power supplies. Inside
any decent power amplifier there'll be a
hefty power-supply section, which is not
there just to look good!
Each component in the chain drains a
certain amount of juice from the power sup-
around. In their own way, each one tran- ply, and if that supply has to feed a CD
scends price and space constraints, to player, an amplifier and tape machine at
make a sound that stands head and shoul- | | VTAPE | RECORD | ATAPE the same time, it might find itself under
ders above the competition. Maybe other g : 2o strain. The optimum situation is when each
integrated systems might match the perfor- : components has its own supply.
mance of this sextet, but none will better So why buy a integrated micro, mini or
them at each price tag. midi system, or some other pigeonhole-
We've deliberately included two busting outfit? Simply because this genus of
seriously expensive examples alongside four product offers convenience unavailable with
more affordable variants, to discover what most hi-fi separates, while still purveying
benefits accrue from spending an order of good sound at an affordable price.
magnitude more than the ballpark figure. The clincher is this: there are numerous
What is the difference between an inte- hard-core audiophiles with top-dollar main
grated and a separates system? Some of systems, whose studies or bedrooms thrum
these systems need impressive numbers of to the sound of a packaged system.
phono leads to wire them up, and surely I’'m one of them.
that defines these systems as separates?
Defining lines are becoming increasingly
blurred, but in this test, every system has a
single mains input, regardless of how many

reading a hi-fi magazine. Hi-fi

magazines have a reputation for being
less than open-minded about packaged
integrated systems, no matter how expen-
sive they are. So you'd be forgiven for
thinking that if Hi-Fi Choice tests six
examples, they’ll all get a right drubbing —
but you'd be wrong.

Like hi-fi separates, integrated systems
have come a long way in the past few
years. In a handful of models, sound quality
has become a major design factor, just as it
has for separates. This test showcases
some of the best integrated systems

I n case you hadn't noticed, you're

Bang & Olufsen Beosystem 9000 ...£4,600

boxes are on display. For example, the Bose Lifestyle 20 £3,000
Denon D-FO7 system has a single mains Renga £-F07 £65°
plug connecting the tuner to the wall, with : 79
all other components taking their mains LIST !
feed from the tuner. By contrast the Teac %

STOP
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BANG & OLUFSEN BEOSOUND 9000

ang & Olufsen’'s £4,600 Beosound
B9000 comprises asix-disc CD player,

a 60-preset AM/FM tuner, a timer
and a pair of floorstanding active loudspeak-
ers. Simply to look at the Beosound 9000 in
terms of specification, however, is to miss
the point completely. B&O is a master of
ergonomics and design, and the 9000’s spec
belies its elegance and sophistication.

Your six CDs sit displayed beneath a
powered glass door. Unusually, the discs
stay still and the laser pick-up shuttles
between them. After playback, the mecha-

HI-FI CHOICE
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: nism returns the disc to the position in
: which it was inserted — very elegant. B&O'’s
© remote control, meanwhile, is a metal cast-
:ing tough enough to hammer in nails.

To ensure it blends with interior décor,

: the Beosound 9000 controller can hang ver-

ically or horizontally on a wall, mount on an

. optional stand, or recline on a table. In each
. configuration it looks superbly assured.

It takes a fair time to set up this system
when you take it out of its box, but once pro-

¢ grammed the 9000 is as refined and usable
: as it is stylish. While its sound would not
. stand comparison with a similarly-priced,
: well-chosen separates system, it is refined

: enough never to attract adverse publicity.
: The tonal balance is natural, and the active
. speakers sound weighty, full of bass and
: quite powerful, without being overblown or
. ill-defined. In fact, the biggest stumbling
block is imagery. The 9000 gives decent
: stereo information, but lacks the soundstag-
 ing and

image depth that true hi-fi

- aficionados crave.

Still, the Beosound 9000 deserve to sell
¢ in vast numbers to a different kind of enthu-
. siast — those for whom advanced styling
. and ergonomics are of equal importance to
good-quality musical reproduction.

¢ Bang & Olufsen = (01734) 692288
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BOSE LIFESTYLE 20

ose didn't get to be the world’s
Blargest loudspeaker manufacturer

without having a trick or two up its
sleeve. And you don't need a microscope to
spot what's smart about the £3,000
Lifestyle 20 system. Whichever way you
look at it, this is one system filled to the
brim with sophisticated features.

First there's the ‘Virtually Invisible’ loud-
speaker system, which includes two satellite
mid-high enclosures small enough and light
enough to make a paperback novel look
hefty. An accompanying subwoofer houses
the Lifestyle 20’s power amplifiers.

HI-FI CHOICE

The system controller, which combines

: an AM/FM tuner with a six-disc cartridge CD
multiplayer unit, makes provision for sepa-
- rate line inputs, plus tape and video loops. It
© can also drive two loudspeaker zones for
: easy but basic multi-room operation. The
i discreet white remote handset operates with
. radio frequency signals instead of infra-red
¢ light, which means you can use it all around

e house, instead of just within line-of-sight

of the system.

Once the subwoofer is concealed near to

: a wall, all you'll see is a tiny silver control
unit and a pair of miniature speakers — yet
¢ the sound is anything but tiny. Orchestral

swells are huge and the sense of scale is

excellent, indeed lifelike. Up to a point.
The biggest let-down is the lack of upper

: bass. There is a mighty depth to the sound,
: but this is not reinforced by the upper bass
© registers. So a bass guitar is fine when fret-
: ted at the bottom of its neck, but sounds a
bit spongy and lax an octave up. This is
¢ especially true at low listening levels, where
¢ the bass tends to boom, | suspect as a con-
© sequence of an automatic loudness contour.

Putting these niggles to one side, how-
ever, | can't help but conclude that Bose's
Lifestyle 20 system will prove popular
because of its discreet proportions and huge
sound. Devil take the competitors.

Bose = (01795) 475341
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Wall to Wall Mag

The Widest Choice of THX in the UK!

Nothing will prepare you for the
sound of THX Kamla style.

Experience each soundtrack as the director intended

through the JBL Synthesis Il system and two other = E —
superlative THX Home Audio loudspeaker systems. 4 H X
P F

Amplification by |BL, harman/kardon, Proceed and Mcintosh.

Processing by harman/kardon and Proceed.
Also featured, the UK’s first AC-3
demonstration through EAD TheaterMaster.

KAMLA

251 Tottenham Court Road, London W1.Tel: 0171 323 2747.Fax: 0171 637 2690.
JBL, HARMAN/KARDON, JAMO, BOSTON, B&W, KENWOOD, PIONEER, PROCEED, REL, ROTEL, G.E., SHARP, DALITE, RUNCO.

0% finance available subject to status.




DEN ON FHRSONAL COMPONENT sv“[\lll\vlmﬂﬁr

~ DENOND-FO7 5

enon has controlled and defined the
Dhigh ground of packaged audio sys-

tems for many years. So strong is its
command, would-be sophisticates from
competing manufacturers often try to follow
Denon’s styling cues. However, the com-
pany stays ahead of the pack by releasing a
continual stream of new models, and the lat-
est range includes the new £650 D-F07 sys-
tem tested here. A 45-Watt amplifier, CD
player, RDS-equipped tuner, tape machine
and timer are squeezed into four purposeful,
midi-sized, champagne-fronted units. For
completists, the D-FO7 is available with
Denon-branded speakers for £800.

HI-FI CHOICE
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The D-FO7 resembles the more expen-

. sive D-F10 system, but the similarity is only
. skin-deep. Although a profusion of signal
: and system communications are routed

through phono- and jack-plugged cables,

- only one true mains lead hangs out of the
. system. The rest of the boxes all take 230V
: succour from the tuner. By contrast, the

individual units in the more expensive sys-

. tem all have separate mains supplies.
. Although this means that you need four

mains sockets instead of just one, separate
power supplies are what differentiate true

. hi-fi equipment from mere audio, no matter

how glossy and separate the boxes.
That said, the Denon D-FO7 puts in a

: very fair showing, making an agreeable part-

nership with speakers priced £100-£130,
. such as the Mordaunt-Short MS10i.

Regrettably the lack of separate power

¢ supplies takes its usual toll on dynamic
¢ shading, so the system balks at Mahlerian or
: Wagnerian extravaganzas, and the complex
¢ shading of a string quartet defeats it. With
: music that is less dynamically challenging,
: however, the system is crisp, clean and fast,
. but not the least bit aggressive.

If you're prepared to sacrifice the last

: word in dynamic scale for the convenience
- of system control, the Denon D-FO7 is a per-
. fect plug-and-play option. You might also
¢ care to hear the D-F 10 before you buy — the

difference is worth the extra dosh.

* Hayden Laboratories @ (01753) 888447
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eac is best known for its up-market
TVibration-free, Rigid Disc Transport
(VRDS) CD players, plus semi-pro
tape and DAT machines. However, it seems
eminently logical that so specialised and
sophisticated a company as Teac, should
make a system as neat as the £800 H500,
especially since lately Teac has been carving
out a name for itself as a player in the bud-
get separates market.
The system tested here comprises a 50-
Watt amplifier, an RDS-equipped tuner, a
cassette deck and a single-bit-DAC (but not

50 DECEMBER 1996

VRDS) CD player. It seemed odd that while
the three source components are capable of
taking a mains feed from the A-H500 ampli-
fier, there are only two mains outlets on the
latter’s rear panel. According to Teac, as

. each component can accept 230V mains,

the best idea is to run the cassette deck from
a separate mains socket, but power the CD
player and tuner via the amplifier.

There is something very American and
slightly old-fashioned about the Teac system
— and that's a compliment. It's not just the
US-style graphics and Chevrolet-sized con-
trol knobs, but also a big, warm, dark,
expansive sound. It's on the blowsy side of

neutral, but might be an excellent comple-
ment to most classical music, and thus of
special merit to those whose budgets or
lounges don't run to a true separates system.
The H500 even makes a passable attempt
at dynamic shading, something that few
other one-make systems even begin to try.

It would be disingenuous to suggest that
the Teac H500 system could distract a true
hi-fi buff from his or her quest. However, it's
a worthy first stab at the packaged audio
market, and this excellent standard-bearer
must rank as one of the first serious Denon
challengers not to cost a King's Ransom.
Teac = (01923) 819630
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JVC UX-1000 (above)

here are micro systems — and there :
Tare micro systems. The £270 JVC UX- :

1000 belongs to the really-decent, :
really-small camp. Standing no taller and
weighing no more than a dozen softback
Agatha Christies, this top-loading EISA- :
award-winning system shoots straight to the
top of Christmas wish lists as soon as would- :

be owners clap eyes upon it.

Unlike the majority of feature-festooned :
micro systems, bedecked with superfluous
sonic tricks and treats, JVC limits the UX- :
1000’s widgets to a much-needed ‘Hyper- :
Bass Super Pro’ upper-bass-boost circuit. :
There is no tape deck (where would you put
it in such a small device?), and the only :
fancy light-show is a blue backlight for the :

LCD panel. All controls except for the big
central volume knob and 3.5mm head-

phone socket, are stacked on the top of the :
unit, beside the powered CD-door. Even my
black-hearted Audio Puritan upbringing has -

nothing to mope about here.

Given its tiny size, small lengths of f
speaker wire and ultra-minimal single-drive-
unit speakers, the little UX-1000 sings its

heart out. There’s no bass to speak of, and
even upper bass is largely AWOL without the
bass boost plumbed in, but the system is

suffused with an infectious funkiness. Any :
teenager waking up to the UX-1000 on

Christmas morning is sure to offer an imme-
diate prayer of thanks to Saint Boogie-

Shoes. With speakers placed appropriately
there is even the start of a stereo image —

rare from systems like this.
Like the Technics system, the JVC suffers
limited ultimate volume and dynamic head-

room. By the same token, neither system is :
loud enough to cause neighbourly offence,

except at unacceptable distortion levels.

In summation, the JVC UX-1000 is a

HI-FI CHOICE

spaces, that must be a good thing.
JVC = 0181-450 3282

© a 45-Watt PDM amplifier (see last month’s

Sessions review for more details), a cassette
deck, and speakers. Of course, the units

. share a single power supply and the inter-

connecting/power leads are multiway data

. cables, but it's the thought that counts.

The units are designed to be stacked in a

| two by two arrangement, with CD and tape
© deck sitting to the left of the tuner and
- amplifier. If you add the simple two-way

loudspeakers this all looks very hi-fi, with

only the short lengths of cable letting the
: side down. It's a nice touch that Technics

has included little ferrite rings to help ame-
liorate any radio-frequency interference

caused by the system'’s digital circuits.

This is one tidy-sounding system, when
played within its performance envelope. Its

: dynamic and volume limitations, common
to all systems at the price, do not stint its

ability to play pop and rock in smallish

rooms. And this, after all, is the most likely

application for Technics' high-tech baby.
This system certainly doesn't offend lis-

* teners with a relentlessly punchy, up-beat
stylish performer that sounds as understated
as it looks. In today's overcrowded living

interpretation of music. All too often,
cheaper mini systems blast out a bright,
pinched baiance that you'll only tame

slightly with judicious applications of tone

TECHNICS SC-CA01 (below)

Ithough packaged and sold as a
Acomplete mini system, the £650
Technics SC-CAOI could be consid- | to massage the most delicate audiophile
ered a group of separate components —
albeit very tiny ones! The system comprises

a twin-MASH-converter CD player, a tuner,

control. By eschewing fancy gadgets for a
back-to-basics design, the SC-CAO1 scores
highly with the purist, sound-first brigade.
For hi-fi types this is a perfect second
system. It is separate and minimal enough

sensibilities, and as long as you don't play
too loud, the SC-CAO1 sounds damn fine.
Technics @ (0990) 357357
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ADVERTISEMENT

Five Stars

Does the best price always mean the best deal?

“I thought | had this buying hi-fi business sorted out.

| bought all the hi-fi magazines and read them
thoroughly, because | reckoned their experts knew
exactly what they were talking about - at least a lot
more than | did! It was reassuring to see the same
product names cropping up regularly and | figured the
writers’ experience and guidance would steer me
straight to the system of my dreams. The trouble is
I've ended up more confused than when | started.

One reviewer said a product | fancied was
absolutely brilliant but another said it was

nothing special at all. How can that be?
Surely one CD player is pretty much the
same as another? And how can a
loudspeaker that's one magazine's top
recommendation not get so much as a
mention in any of the others? And then there
was the amplifier that was the best in the
test six months ago, yet now | never see it
mentioned. | don't mind admitting it, I'm
completely lost.”

Plan B — I'm going for a deal

“So, I've decided to adopt plan B.

I'm sure there can't be any really dramatic
differences between all this gear and it's all
bound to work together properly, so I'm
going to check the price lists and the
adverts and shop around for the best deal.
I know getting the right hi-fi is important —
hey, 'm as mad about music as anyone —
but if | can get close to the mark and save
a few quid, I'm sure I'll end up with

a good system and be happy. | know there
are specialist shops out there that do
demonstrations and reckon they've got all
the solutions but, to be honest, I'm a bit
scared of going to one. I'd really welcome
some advice and guidance but

I don’'t know all the technical jargon and I'd
feel daft sitting there trying to “hear the
differences” if | couldn’t. Anyway, a friend
told me that these shops only sell the really
expensive gear and that they're not
interested if you don't have loads of money
to spend.”

And so another hi-fi buyer starts his
journey down the road to dissatisfaction,
endless upgrades and a permanent
overdraft.

There is only one way to buy a hifi
system that will prove satisfying, reliable
and deliver true value for money, and that’s
through a specialist hifi dealer. Let's face
it, you wouldn't think about buying a car if
you couldn't take it for a test drive. You
wouldn’t buy a house solely on the strength
of seeing the estate agent’s details and a
photograph. Even if you're spending far
less, say buying a jacket or a pair of shoes,
you want to try them on to make sure they
fit you.

Buying a hi-fi system is no different. It
doesn’t matter what the specifications say
or what the “experts” think: if it doesn’t
measure up to what you want from a
system, then it's not the right choice.
Knowing that you've bought a room full of
five-star favourites or best-buys is no
consolation when you can't bear to listen
to them for more than five minutes. Even
that ten per cent discount on the price won't
make them sound any better.

Buying or being sold to?

Mind you, most of us are easily suckered
when it comes to buying hi-fi. Given the
choice of venturing into the unknown
territory of a specialist dealer's shop and
exerting some influence over what we buy,
or taking what looks like the easy route —
having adverts and magazine reviews push
us along a path sweetened with discounts
and special offers — we opt for the latter.
We don't buy a system, we allow ourselves
to be sold one. We side-line our own ideas
about quality and personal satisfaction and
buy someone else’s opinion of what's good
for us and good value for our money.

Take control!

Now there’s a group of long-established,
independent specialist dealers who are
totally committed to putting the customer
back in the driving seat. They're
encouraging the buyer to take control ...
with a little help and guidance provided
where required. They know how difficult
it can be to establish the true quality and
worth of hi-fi and home cinema systems.



ADVERTISEMENT

For Value

Ask the UK’'s top twenty specialist hi-fi dealers.

THE 20 BEST HI-FI
DEALERS IN THE UK

your hand into your pocket. They won't

leave you to set up the system you've

selected as best you can. They'll
install it in your home, make sure

it sounds great, and make sure
that you're entirely happy with
the way it works.

Why bother?

There s, of course, one ques-
tion that hasn’t been an-
swered: why should you and
these dealers go to all this
trouble? Well, from your point
of view maybe it's because a
good deal is about a great deal
more than just price. Unless
you've got money to burn, you'll be

They . .

living with your new system for years
know that . . .
without — years during which most of those five

star products will probably
stop shining quite so
brightly.

experiencing the performance
of the systems they offer, rd L C

assess the value of
them. That's why
their idea of
“selling” is to play
the systems for
you and allow

you to be the
judge.

Listening to
your choice of music
in a peaceful, well
organised demonstration
room, you may be
surprised and, almost certainly,
relieved to discover how easy it is
to hear the differences between
components and between systems. With
the dealer’s help and advice you will be able
to make a clear and informed decision about
what to buy. It comes down to trusting your
own judgement rather than the opinion of a
reviewer you've never met ... and who won't
refund your money if you're not satisfied or
be at the end of a phone to sort out any
problems you might encounter.

The story doesn't end there. These
shops won't abandon you once you've put

you can't possibly /ﬂOd @Q

shop floor:

a hifi magazine.

SERVICE
FACILITIES

VALUE FOR MONEY

As far as

the dealers are
concerned,
maybe they
believe that
taking care of
their custom-
ers properly is
a nicer way of
doing business
than just hand-

ing over boxes.

Listed on the right of
this page are the best hi-
fi shops in the country. They all

have lots of stars. You'll find them on the
they're the people waiting to
guide customers towards hifi for which the
appeal won't fizzle out the next time you buy

Yk Kk ok
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LONDON

N1

Grahams Hi-Fi
190a New North
Road

0171 226 5500

SW11

Oranges & Lemons
61/63 Webbs Road
Battersea

0171 924 2040

w4

Martin-Kleiser Ltd
108 Chiswick High
Road

0181 400 5555

SOUTH

Ashford, Kent
Soundcraft Hi-Fi
40 High Street
01233 624441

Chelmsford
Rayleigh Hi-Fi
216 Moulsham
Street

01245 265245

East Grinstead
Audio Designs
26 High Street
01342 314569

Kingston-upon-
Thames
Infidelity

9 High Street
Hampton Wick
0181 943 3530

Rayleigh, Essex
Rayleigh Hi-Fi
44a High Street
01268 779762

Southend-on-Sea
Rayleigh Hi-Fi

132/4 London Road
01702 435255

Uxbridge

Uxbridge Audio
278 High Street
01895 465444

MIDLANDS
Banbury
Overture

3 Church Lane
01295 272158

Birmingham
Sound Academy
152a High Street
Bloxwich

01922 493499

Leicester
Listen Inn

6 Hotel Street
0116 262 3754

Northampton
Listen Inn

32 Gold Street
01604 37871

Shrewsbury
Creative Audio
9 Dogpole
01743 241924

NORTH

Cheadle (Stockport)
Audio Counsel

14 Stockport Road
0161 428 7887

Oldham

Audio Counsel
12/14 Shaw Road
0161 633 2602

Sheffield
Moorgate Acoustics
184 Fitzwilliam St
0114 275 6048

SCOTLAND
Edinburgh

Russ Andrews Hi-Fi
34 Northumberland
Street

0131 557 1672

Glasgow
Stereo Stereo
260 St. Vincent
Street

0141 248 4079




Homebrewer

of the month =

Jason Kennedy heads for Brighton, and the home
of lifetime hi-fi enthusiast Rob Dowse, whose
home-built, valve-intensive audiophile system

has taken three years to perfect,

stolethetitle forthismonth’s [nspirations

from Sound Practices, an American

‘Journalof Audio Technology’. The tech-

nology in question isusuallyvalveampli-

fiers and horn loudspeakers, and in the

latest issue there’s an interview with one
AlBryant,whoin retirementis building, test-
ingandlisteningtovalveampsthathehasbuilt
withhiswife.ldon’tanticipate thesame future
forRobDowse, thecreatorofthemagnificent
systemyouseeon thispage. Havingspentsev-
eralyearsrefininghislargelyhome-brewed sys-
tem, he has now managed to cure himself of
the hi-fi bug. For the time being...

A hi-fi history

Rob’s been messing around with hi-fi gear for
along time. He started at the age of ten, fash-
ioning a new tonearm for an autochanger
turntable with a coat hanger and some
Meccano. This creation, which came com-
plete with a ceramic cartridge and needle
bearings made out of drawing pins, he part-
nered with a valve amp and speakers from a
radiogram, and it made fine work of his
record collection (Bowie’s Hunky Dory and
something by Mott The Hoople).

By the time of his 16th birthday, Rob had
been through a DJ-style, two-deck outfit, and
on to a venerable Thorens TD124 with
Ortofon arm, Armstrong amp and big
Wharfedale speakers. The increased sophis-
tication of his playback equipmentbroadened
Rob’s already catholic tastes in music, to
include Frank Zappa, Captain Beefheartand
Return to Forever.

It was not until his mid *20s that Rob
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splashed out on a brand-new system. At the
time, any hi-fi magazine you cared to men-
tion — and there were quite a few — pro-
claimed that the only path to righteousness
was the Linn Sondek LP12. Rob duly pur-
chased the sacred transcriptor,and equipped
it with a Linn Basik arm and A&R P78
cartridge (the boron-cantilevered
version of the popular P77). In
accordance with the philos-
ophy of the era, Rob fin-
ished off his rig with a
NAD 3020 amp and
Heybrook HB2 speak-
ers — a classic early-
’80s system that
worked well, but frus-
trated itsowner’severy
attempt to tweak. The
mysticism surrounding
the LP12 was a particu-
lar bone of contention.

Road to Damascus
It wasn’t until 1987, when he met
Gary Waugh in a Brighton shop called
Melos, that Rob set the course which hascar-
ried him to his current set up. Gary played
him a Townshend Rock turntable, equipped
with Helius Scorpio arm and Goldring 1040
cartridge, through an Audio Innovations
Series 300 amp and Snell (now Audio Note)
Type K speakers. It wasn’t long before Rob
traded in the Linn, NAD and Heybrooks.
He had built some elegant triangular
stands for his old speakers, but realised they
were not fulfilling the potential of his new

EFPEPrPEE SR P T T 1 )

Type Ks. His response
was to sit down and
design his own high-
mass stands, optimised
forthe Ks, which developed,
through a catalytic relationship
with Snell importer Audio
Innovations, into a suite of speaker supports
for the whole Snell range — even the big
floorstanding Type Cs.

These ‘Pirate’ stands were Rob’s first
forayinto the hi-fi business — not long after
their launch he took a short-lived plunge
into retailing, setting up Definitive Audio
(Brighton) to sell the range that Melos’s
demise had leftunrepresented. Selling, how-
ever, turned out not to be his forte, and the
shop transferred to its current proprietor,
Gary Dews, in 1989.

HI-FI CHOICE
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Back to hi-fi

What of Rob’s system? In the meantime it
had expanded to include a Voyd turntable,
with Helius Cyalene arm and an Audio Note
Io, plus Audio Innovations Series 1000 pre-
amp and Second Audio power amps driving
Snell Type Es. This was one of the ultimate
tube-based systems in the days before the
single-ended valve revival of the *90s.

At this time Rob was still involved pro-
fessionally with Audio Innovations, and as
a consequence he was able to visit Audio
Note’s Japanese proprietor Kondo-san, to
learn the building of AN’s hand-crafted Io
cartridge. Veteran readers may recall the
Craftsman feature which showed Rob build-
ing these intricate creations in his workshop.
Photographer Chris Richardson still remem-
bers the incredibly confined space that Rob

HI-FI CHOICE
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used to work in.
Since then Rob
has gradually
extracted himself
from the business
side of hi-fi, and con-
centrated on creating a
wild system for himself.
The system you see here
started outasa ‘shunt-regulated-PSU
phono preamp’, which is a bit like an Audio
Innovations P2 on steroids. The speakers,
derived from a Vitavox Thunderbolt public-
address system, use Vitavox bass units, and
midrange pressure drivers on cast alu-
minium, multi-cellular horns. The tweeter is
a Fane bullet/horn type, positioned on mov-
able legs for easy adjustment of tonal bal-
ance. The vertical arrangement of the

The legendary Ganymede MC
cartridge gets into the groove.

midrange
horn is
unusual, but
Rob feels that
it helps domes-
ticate a system
designed for con-
cert halls. The
crossover is in a box, hang-
ing from the outside of the

speaker, to isolate it and toaid tweaking.
The speakers are extremely efficient, well
over 100dB/W, and perfectly suited to the
three-and-a-half Watt, single-ended, 2A3-
tubed ‘integrated’ amplifier — the one with the
doorknobvolume control. Thisampis thecul-
mination of several years’ work on a variety
of power supplies. At one time there were
something like nine PSUs driving the amp, but
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Acoustic Energy
Aiwa

Akai

Alchemist
Alphason
Apollo

Arcam

Atacama

ATC

Audio Alchemy
Audioquest
Aura

AVI

B&W

Barco Projectors
Beyer Dynamic
Bose

Boston
Cabletalk
Canon
Carver
Castle
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Cerwin Vega
Chord
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Definitive
Denon
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EPOS
Exposure
GLL
Goldring
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Harbeth
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M&K
Marantz
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Michell
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Rob’s single-ended, three-and-a-half Watt 4 /
‘integrated’ amp. Discreet, innit?

Rob has refined that arrangement down to
three chassis, which are shunt regulated with
100 per cent negative feedback.

The amp is considered integrated because
itcontains both phono and line stages, and the
audio signal doesn’t stray into the other chas-
sis. There is no source select switch as such,
so when Rob wants to hear CDs on a
Trichord-Clock-Two-modified Ariston
player, with custom PSU, he hasto do abitof
cable changing. That’s because he has over
2,000 LPs, and most of the time he listens to
a modified Voyd 0.5 with silver-wired SME
Vand the home-brewed Ganymede cartridge.

Rob’s system has been developed with the
aim of realism: he wants ‘live’ reproduction
that cannot be distinguished easily from the
real thing. In my opinion, with the right
recording, his system achieves that aim. In
hi-fi terms it is effortless, powerful and
organic, and can be extremely dynamic with-
out blasting you out of your seat.

In musical terms, it allows neo-Philistines
like myself to appreciate the finer qualities
of Rob’s favourite music. ‘Avant garde’
barely begins to describe his preference, but
the most obscure compositionsaresafein the
knowledge thathishi-fiwillnot mangle even
their most fragile atonalities. A

HI-FI CHOICE

When the tweaking gets t& \

tame, triathlon's the game.

- Rob’s bicycle maintains a
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INTERCONNECTS

Wire
not?

Don't strangle your sound with unworthy wires! Alan Sircom and
Paul Miller (lab test) try out ten of the latest interconnects.

able is one of the most misunder-
stood parts of hi-fi. Some people
believe that using an ultra-expen-
sive cable will sort out problems in
a midprice hi-fi system, while others
think that the whole cable market is a
sham, and stick with the cheap give-always
that come packed with the hi-fi in the first
place. Sadly, both parties are mistaken.

Interconnect cables do make a drastic
difference to the sound of a hi-fi system,
and in most instances, these differences
have strong objective back-up from the
measurement brigade. However, although
not all interconnect cables are created
equal, it is unwise to use outrageously
pricey cables in an inexpensive system. At
worst, you may find that the cable lets
through more information than the elec-
tronics require, and highlights the bad
points just as much as the good.

For this test, we gathered together ten
interconnect cabies, all priced (loosely)
around the £50 mark. This is one of the
most popular cable price-tags, ideal for
those using hi-fi systems around the
£1,000 mark. While the majority of candi-
dates came from well-established cable
suppliers, the cable market is both buoyant
and there are many new kids on the block.

THE CAST LIST

AudioQuest Turquoise ..........cusues ;
Bandridge ProfiGold PGA 301.....
Cable Talk Studio 2 i f
Cambridge Audio Studio Reference...
Connections Midas HD...........c..e. o EQ
Ix05 102....ccccceiniinec s SR e

Nordost Black Knight .....................

Silvertone Ex-StatiC .......ceoereesecancasens

Sonic Link Silver Pink ........
van den Hul Source HB............
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All ten cables were subjected to Hi-Fi
Choice’s rigorous blind-listening test
procedures, in the new dedicated
listening room at our Central London
offices. Each cable was slotted between a
AVI S2000MC CD player and ECA Vista
preamplifier. Between the pre-amp and
the ECA Lectern power amplifier we
installed five-metre runs of up-market
blue Shark Wire interconnect, while on
the business end of the amp Townshend
Isolda speaker cables snaked out to
Audio Note AN-E speakers on sand-filled
stands. Throughout the test, volume
levels remained constant and listeners
were kept apart from the electronics.

A number of the interconnect cables
were retested throughout the day for con-
sistency, but there were few drastic
differences of opinion on repeats. This
month'’s golden eared trio comprised
Jason Kennedy and Del Gentleman from
Hi-Fi Choice magazine, plus Clive
Caines, a freelance contributor to Home
Entertainment magazine.

AUDIOQUEST TURQUOISE - OUR VERDICT

SOUND kst
VALUE %k
PRICE £40
A Easy on the ear; perfect for ‘haven’t changed the
system in 50 years’ people.
W All-round yawn-fest for the rest of us.
B A&R Cambridge Ltd, Pembroke Avenue, Denny Industrial
Centre, Waterbeach, Cambridge CB5 9PB.
@ (01223) 440964.

The American AudioQuest cables are sur-
rounded by hype and hyperbole at the high
end, but the company makes a number of more
down-to-earth performers, including the

© recently revised Turquoise reviewed here.

It has all the typical qualities of AudioQuest

. cables. It is a ‘quite’ cable: quite open, quite

detailed, quite good low-level resolution, quite

¢ good imagery. Consequently it is a fine cable

for fit-and-forget types who don’t want to spend

weeks and weeks chopping and changing.
Unfortunately, this ‘quite’ character makes

Turquoise a bit too bland and colourless. Its

: sound is distinctly lazy, making for insipid per-

formance. It might temper a system that keeps
you on the edge of your seat, but will never suit
those who seek solace in thrash-metal.
Perhaps AudioQuest should consider changing
the colour (and the name) of the cable to grey?

LAB TEST

On paper, Turquoise is one of the simplest and
most elegant of the Audioquest range. It adopts a
symmetrical geometry that Audioquest terms
‘Double Balanced’, though the cable is not ‘bal-
anced’ in the traditional sense. Instead, its symme-
try is obtained by using two identical conductors,
each an insulated solid-core of 22-gauge oxygen-
free ‘high conductivity’ copper, surrounded by a foil
screen and drain wire (presumably this is grounded
at the source-end of the cable). Oddly enough,
these symmetrical signal and return cores do not
appear to be twisted because the cable’s induc-
tance registers a high 0.95uH without appreciably
reducing its capacitance, suggesting its dielectric is
in need of improvement. pwi

Inductance .......ccceeevenieeeiieennnnne. 0.95uH
Capacitance ..
Resistance..
Leakage ..

Q-Factor ....
Resonant Frequency
Series Bandpass

..120mOhm

HI-FI CHOICE



INTERCONNECTS

BANDRIDGE PROFIGOLD PG501- OUR VERDICT

SOUND % Kk ¢3¢ 57

VALUE kA ANw

PRICE £65

A A great cable for systems in need of enlivening.
W Too rigidly controlled and wearing at times.
B Bandridge Ltd, Premier House, 18 Deer Park Rd,

Wimbledon, London SW19 3TU.

= 0181-543 3633.

CABLE TALK STUDIO 2- OUR VERDICT

SOUND % % H ok
VALUE Jhhkir
PRICE £65
A Tonally, dynamically and rhythmically a truly
first-class cable.
W Very little to criticise.
DX Cable Talk, Unit 12, Farnborough Business Centre,
Eelmoor Road, Farnborough, Hants. GU14 7XA.
(01252) 373434.

: CAMBRIDGE AUDIO - OUR VERDICT

SOUND ok kst

VALUE  dh Ak k%

PRICE £40

A An excellent-sounding cable, which is dynamic and
has a tangible soundstage.

The merest hint of veiling and loss of detail.

The Audio Partnership, Richer Sounds, 202 Long Lane,
London SE1 4QB.

(0171) 586 5977.

B K<

Best known for its low-cost cables, Bandridge
has branched out into the realm of specialist
cable connectors with its £65 ProfiGold PG301
cable. This solid-looking cable’s sound is every
bit as rugged as its appearance.

Bandridge’s flagship is one confident cable.
It creates a big, powerful image, with loads of
ambient detail and good separation between
voices. ProfiGold was also unanimously
praised for its ‘considered’ timing. ‘Mannered’
was another oft-used adjective.

On classical pieces, ProfiGold was fulsome
and controlled, and its treble hike not too dras-
tic. However, on rock and jazz programme, it
became too much the harsh disciplinarian,
overexaggerating treble while placing the rest
of the music under strict control. This is perfect
for wayward systems that need a bit more tre-
ble, but may prove taxing for the rest of us.

This chunky interconnect is a coax with a differ-
ence. For starters it's equipped with lockable WBT-
lookalike phono plugs that actually seem more
robust than the ‘real thing’. Under the dark blue
jacket, however, the large girth of PG501 is
revealed in its two overlapping, braided screens
whose innermost component is terminated at both
ends of the cable. The outer screen is soldered only
to the return path of the ‘source-end’ phono plug.
The upshot is a compatible mix of low-inductance,
capacitance and resistance, while the thick poly-

ethylene dielectric, which separates its screens
from the multi-stranded core, ensures any leakage
is held beyond 350MOhm. pwi

Inductance ....
Capacitance ..
Resistance..
Leakage...
Q-Factor..
Resonant Frequen
Series Bandpass

>350MOhm
....>100
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UK cablemeister Cable Talk has a winner on its

hands with the £65 Studio 2 interconnect. It :
. finds very few musical circumstances challeng-

ing, and was initially mistaken for the Best Buy
Sonic Link Silver Pink, until the two were
tested side-by-side at a later sitting.

Cable Talk’s typical strength, excellent
rhythm, is woven into the fabric of this wire,
but so is dynamic shading — it puts almost all
others in the, erm, shade. Studio 2 is blessed
with an uncanny ability to track crescendos
and diminuendos, and digs deep into music to
retrieve small details and ambience. Its sound-
staging, as our German colleagues would say,
is spitzenklasse!

If your local dealer stocks Cable Talk in

favour of Sonic Link, don’t change dealers.

Studio 2 is excellent value for money and
comes very highly Recommended.

LAB TEST
The directionality of this unusual cable is main-
tained during manufacture by reversing the original
direction of the conductor used for the return path.
After that, it's packed into a green, high-tempera-
ture PVC jacket along with two matching signal
conductors, each comprising 19 twisted strands of
6N-purity copper. This is the ploy behind Cable
Talk's SRFS or Signal Return Flow System. The
cable is completed with an aluminium-foil screen
and drain wire connected at source end; however
the close proximity of the signal/return conductors
and ‘leaky’ dielectric (5.6MOhm) is reflected in a
massive 452pF capacitance. This is the highest I've
measured in over 200 different cable samples and
will ensure Studio 2 is very system-dependent. Pui

Inductance
Capacitance
Resistance

Leakage

Q-Factor ...

Resonant Frequency.
Series Bandpass.

While | have a built-in prejudice against prod-
ucts that use the terms ‘Studio’ and ‘Reference’
in their names without any qualification, | have
to say that this is one mighty fine £40 cable.
The Studio Reference was one of the very

. few cables to find the right path between

overexuberance and anal retention. When
strings needed to sound warm, they glowed like
the Ready Brek kid on a winter morning; when
they sounded cool, Miles Davis drinking a dry
Martini in a freezer could not have shrunk the
mercury further.

This was one of the few cables to project a
soundstage, and offer dynamic range to match

. the electronics. Only the slightest loss of detail

and a minute amount of veiling held back a
Best Buy gong. In fact, if more studios used this
cable as a reference, recording quality would

just keep getting better and better!

LAB TEST
In keeping with some of the better interconnects
destined for audio use (rather than digital or UHF
work), Studio Reference adopts a fully-symmetrical
construction with a pair of multi-stranded conduc-
tors for signal and return. These are bound in an
extrusion of cellular polyethylene, and surrounded
by both a coaxial braid and foil screen. The latter is
terminated at the source end of this directional
interconnect, which comes fitted, | might add, with
a pair of luxurious WBT-lookalike phono plugs. The
end result is a broadly compatible cable, well-

screened from outside interference and offering a
good mix of low-ish capacitance and a low series
resistance. pui

Inductance ...
Capacitance .
Resistance.

Leakage..

Q-Factor

Resonant Frequency..
Series Bandpass
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NORDOST BLACK KNIGHT - OUR VERDICT

SOUND >k kv
VALUE %kl
PRICE £55

A Can help the sound of a needy system.

CONNECTIONS MIDAS HD - OUR VERDICT

SOUND Kk k%

VALUE ok h k7%

PRICE £39

A Lively yet open and dynamic performer; great plugs.

IXO0S 102- OUR VERDICT

SOUND % Kk ik
VALUE hkkik
PRICE  £60

A Hunky cable design; materially good value for money

W Can be over-exuberant, and lacks coherence. — you could tow cars with this cable. W Use with discretion — it may change the sound of your
B Connections UK, 1 Manor Drive, Sawtry, Cambridgeshire W The sound quality; physically unwieldy. system more than you expect.
PE17 50U. B Path Group plc, Desborough Park Ind. Est, Desborough B3 QLN (UK) Ltd, Unit 7, Aber Park Industrial Estate, Aber
= (01487) 832424. Park Road, High Wycombe, Bucks HP12 3BG. Road, Flint, Clwyd CH6 5EX.
=& (01276) 451166. & (01352) 730251.

Nordost Flatline is back in the country with a
new distributor and new cables, including £55
Black Knight. These flat black cables were
some of the most sonically manipulative in the
group, but not in an unattractive sense.

In absolute terms, the Black Knight sounds
a little thin compared to the best of the bunch.
However, it also casts a very subtle coloration
across music, adding a zing to cymbals and a
sheen to strings. This gives orchestras and
acoustic instrumentals a boost, which is no bad
thing for many a system. Only vocals give the
game away, as sometimes it seemed the song
was being sung by an impressionist.

In many respects, this cable is sonically
reminiscent of DNM’s Best Buy solid core
cable. That bestows more character on the
music, but if you want a distinctive sound,
Black Knight could be your champion.

It reached within a hair’s breadth of a
Recommended tag, and Ixos 102 is blessed
with a superbly even, natural and well-bal-

. anced air. In fact, it only lost against the flag-
takersin its treble performance. Here, Ixos 102
is just a little bit too bright. In particular, trum-
pet tones tended toward harshness too readily,
and vocals from the Lemonheads’ Evan Dando
were more pronounced than usual.

Regrettably it restricted the dynamic range
of the orchestra in heads-down Rachmaninov
mode, although this foreshortening is unlikely
to be a problem with most likely partnering CD
and amplifier combinations.

However, these shortcomings only come to
light in side-by-side comparisons. On its own,
the cable is a gutsy-sounding performer, and
has much to offer systems that need a little bit
of pep in the treble.

One of many newcomers on the cable scene,
the vivid yellow Midas HD comes complete
with an excellent variation on the locking WBT
plug. This makes the cable good value, almost
regardless of its sound. Fortunately, it acquits
itself sonically rather well, too.

A bright, breezy and open-sounding cable,
Midas HD was at once praised and criticised by
conflicting panellists for being subjectively
louder than the others. This ‘in yerface’ quality
made Midas HD seem like a bit of a bruiser, but
on closer inspection, it turns out to be more dry
and dynamic than most. It enlivens music with
extra but not excess energy.

In fact, only a rather minor lack of musical
coherence, caused in part by a touch of glare,
held this cable back from the very best of the
bunch. While it doesn’t turn all music into gold,
Midas HD is well worth seeking out.

LAB TEST

To all intents and purposes, this is a fairly standard
coaxial interconnect, though with its similarity to
older Chord cables and Linn’s ‘Analogue
Interconnect’ (Recommended, issue 131), Midas
HD's fine showing in the listening tests comes as no
surprise. The central signal conductor comprises 20
strands of Oxygen-Free Copper, surrounded by an
extrusion of cellular polyethylene, and screened by
a return braid of some 70 strands. The braid is not
tightly wound, so the final capacitance is held down
to 68pF and the resonant frequency up to 27MHz,
though the fine stranding does push the overall
resistance up to 126mOhm/m. A rubberised PVC
jacket finishes off the job very nicely indeed. pui

Inductance
Capacitance
Resistance
Leakage.

Q-Factor
Resonant Frequen
Series Bandpass

....0.53uH
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LAB TEST

At first sight, this Ixos-branded cable looks all but
identical to Bandridge's PG501. The Ixos is
equipped with genuine WBT lockable phono plugs,
but both cables share the same dark-blue jacket
with the same message, ‘PC-OFC 0.95 Conductor
Double OFC Screened’ printed down the spine. Yet
the Ixos 102 has a higher series inductance, a
slightly lower capacitance and a fundamentally
lower 53 mOhm resistance. Detailed inspection
reveals that the 102's central dielectric is extruded
from a lower-density polyethylene, and crucially
both of its braided screens are terminated at both
ends of the cable. Hence the higher inductance and
lower resistance, and the difference in sound quali-
ty that we discovered... Pyi

Inductance ..
Capacitance .
Resistance.

Resonant Freque
Series Bandpass....

LAB TEST

This exceedingly flat and advanced cable looks
rather like an interconnect version of the Flatline
Gold speaker cable, reviewed in issue 133. Both are
sourced from the Nordost Corporation and both
comprise eight very thin (0.01x0.5mm) strips of
very high purity copper (5N in the case of Flatline
Gold, and 6N, apparently, in Black Knight). With
four strips for signal and return, resistance is
reduced to just 33mOhm.This, along with the
excellent dielectric stability of its Teflon insulator,
isolation from strand-to-strand conduction and
reduced ‘skin effect’ makes for a high-tech package
without the high inductance typically incurred by
flat, spaced-conductor designs. pui

Inductance ....
Capacitance
Resistance
Leakage...
Q-Factor..
Resonant Frequen
Series Bandpass...

>350MOhm
....>100
32MHz
...13kHz
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SOUND k kKt
VALUE %k kol
PRICE £35
A Pleasantly unfatiguing sound; competitively priced.
W Not the last word in insight and detail.
B Silvertone, 58 Prince Andrew Way, Ascot, Berkshire
SL5 8NJ.
= (0973) 743054.

SILVERTONE EX-STATIC- OUR VERDICT

SOUND Kk k kX Kk

VALUE Kk kkxxk

PRICE £35

A Nicely analytical and detailed; dynamically sensitive
with a superb sense of timing.

Action-man pink won't suit everyone's colour scheme!
Sonic Link, The Derwent Business Centre, Clarke Street,
Derby DE1 2BU.

(01332) 361390/674929.

D Kq

SONIC LINK SILVER PINK- OUR VERDICT

 INTERCONNECTS

VDH SOURCE HB- OUR VERDICT

SOUND % % % %%
VALUE %k kit
PRICE  £49.95 (0.8m pair)
A Superb all-round cable that defines standards of
natural sound at this price-point.
W Nothing at the price.
B van den Hul, Unit 12, I-MEX House, 6 Wadsworth Road,
Perivale, Middx UB6 7).
& (0181) 810 9388.

Silvertone's £35 Ex-Static cable, a new name '

on the market, is a fine example of the latest
cable wizardry. The sound of Ex-Static is one of

subtlety and unforced tonal balance, which :
does not push the listener toward a particular :
genre of music. However, its sound is infused :
with a tidy sense of rhythm, making the most :

out of pacy rock and jazz cuts.

Trouble is, Ex-Static is a little too stilted for

its own good. High-treble sounds, like the siz-
zle of a hi-hat, lack the energy to project past
the other instruments of a jazz band.
Nonetheless, both high and low frequencies
lack grain, and the bass is nicely extended.
Ex-Static is a good, if flawed, first attempt

at a low-cost interconnect cable. All the panel- :

lists were impressed by the ease of music

played through the cable, but equally disap- :

pointed by its flat sound and inability to shine.

~ LABTEST
Silvertone’s Ex-Static interconnect appears to have
been sourced through the Shark Wire brand and
looks, to all intents and purposes, like a UHF video
cable. The solid, central signal conductor is heavily
silver-plated and insulated with a decent extrusion
of cellular polyethylene, around which is wound a
dense braid and alloy-foil screen. The latter also
serves as the return path. The bold dimensions and
high dielectric quality of this co-ax ensure that its
capacitance is squidged down to just 54pF/m, while
resonant frequency stays at 29MHz. In many

respects, Ex-Static might better serve the audio-
phile as a digital interconnect between CD trans-
port and DAC. pwmi

Inductance ....

Capacitance

Resistance

Leakage >350MOhm
Q-Factor.. .>100
Resonant Frequen

Series Bandpass

HI-FI CHOICE

Despite an average showing in its first presen-
tation, the Sonic Link Silver Pink turned out to
be the best in the test.

At first, it was considered too bright, for-
ward and lacking in weight, but nicely analyti-
cal and detailed. However, on subsequent pre-

sentations, Silver Pink's forward brightness
became less apparent, leaving a sound that :
: that it could easily be used to tame brash equip-
superb sense of timing. It was praised for :

was dynamically sensitive and enriched by a

admirably low ‘muddle factor’; even in the
thick of Rachmaninov’s Third symphony,
instruments were not blurred together.

Being the best-sounding cable in the test

would be enough to warrant a Best Buy, but :

when you consider this is one of the cheaper
cables, Sonic Link’s latest is a true star.

By the way, apt name — but how many

Action Men were melted down in the process?

LAB TEST
In contrast with Sonic Link’s more bizarre intercon-
nects employing various ferromagnetic conductors
(nickel is a past favourite), Silver Pink is blessed
with thoroughly predictable strands of silver-plated,
oxygen-free copper. Seven 0.15mm strands form
the signal core of this coaxial design, which is sur-
rounded by a silver-plated copper braid and sepa-
rated by a high-quality PTFE dielectric. The cable’s
inductance is much lower than would otherwise
have been incurred with nickel strands, but its tight
packing and reduced stranding account for the
higher 168pF capacitance and 118mOhm resistance
respectively. Oh yes, and the pink jacket is fash-
ioned from PVC, not melted-down Action Men! pwi

Inductance .0.33uH
Capacitance ..168pF
Resistance 118mOhm
Leakage. >350MOhm
Q-Factor... ...>100
Resonant Frequency 1MHz
Series Bandpass ...57kHz

5 vdH Source HB was praised for being a good

all-round cable. Like a scaled-down version of
carbon-fibre-fabricated The First, Source HB
has a smooth, natural presentation. It's laid-
back, but not to the point of sounding rolled-off.
Instead, the sound is airy, yet well controlled.
Cables shouldn't be considered filters, but
Source HB has such a pleasing tonal balance

ment. Big orchestral swells sound small, but
within that reduction in image size, the sound is
dynamic, ballsy and taut.

In short, vdH'’s Source HB is not so much
hybrid as carbon-coated, yet embodies the
high-end sophistication of more up-market car-
bon-fibre cables at a fraction of the cost. It will
not out-perform cables like The First, of course,
but has a damn good try and comes highly
Recommended.

Already famous for its ‘Linear Structured Carbon’
cables, van den Hul has transferred the germ of its
idea into a budget interconnect. Source HB is a sil-
ver-plated, multi-strand co-ax with a principal
dielectric of foamed polyethylene. Its 50 mOhm
resistance is a little lower than expected, thanks in
part to the conductive polymer (impregnated with
chopped carbon-fibre strands) that's extruded over
the central signal core, and the similarly conductive
tape that's wrapped over the silver-plated braid.
The bulk of the conducting area is still ‘metal’, but

this intermediate layer of carbon-fibre could allevi-
ate certain esoteric forms of distortion caused by
non-linear conduction across the outer surface of
the strands. pwi

Inductance ...
Capacitance .
Resistance.
Leakage..
Q-Factor....
Resonant Frequency.
Series Bandpass
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FANTASTIC
SYSTEMS & CDs

Your chance to win one of four

92,40“ amazing integrated systems, as

of PRIZES

THE QUESTION
What does EISA stand for?

a) Equalised Integrated Sinewave Algorithm
b) European Imaging & Sound Association
c) Egalité, Integrité, Solidité ét Absurdité
d) English Interactive Sound Association

HOW TO ENTER

To enter, answer the question above, on the back of a postcard or
sealed-down envelope, and write down your name, address and day-
time telephone number. We will assume you are over 18 years of age
unless you tell us otherwise.

Address this entry to:

Hi-Fi Choice Competition (CHFC612A)

Bradley Pavilions,

Bradley Stoke North,

Bristol BS12 0BQ
All entries must arrive by first post, Friday 20th December, 1996.

COMPETITION RULES

@ The Closing Date for this competition is Friday 20th December, 1996.
@ Winners of the System Competition will be judged from all correct entries
submitted, and drawn at random after the Closing Date.

@ Prizes will be awarded in alphabetical order of brand-names, to the first
four correct entries drawn from the hat after the Closing Date.

@ All winners will be notified by post.

@ The Editor's decision is final and no correspondence will be entered into.
@ The System competition is not open to employees of Dennis Publishing
Ltd, JVC UK Ltd, Panasonic Consumer Electronics UK Ltd, Hayden
Laboratories Ltd, Teac UK Ltd, May Audio Marketing, nor their suppliers,
agents or associates.

@ We regret this competition is open to UK residents only.

® No cash alternative will be offered. g

@ By entering the competition all entrants agree to be bound by the rules.
@ You must notify us if you do not wish to be informed of any special offers
or promotions. Please indicate clearly on your entry if you do not wish to
receive details of further special offers.

@ We will assume you are over 18 years of age unless you state otherwise.
@ For a list of winners of the System competition, write, enclosing a
stamped, addressed envelope to: Hi-Fi Choice Winners, Dept 160/1, 19
Bolsover St, LONDON W1P 7HJ.
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reviewed this month in Hi-Fi Choice!

e have four superb systems for
you to win, worth literally
thousands of pounds! The first

correct entry picked from our hat
scoops a Denon D-F07 system (£650, excluding
speakers). The next correct post-card wins an EISA
(European Imaging & Sound Association) Award-
winning JVC UX-1000 sub-micro system, worth £270.
The third lucky winner bags the brand-new Teac
H500 system (£800, excluding speakers), and last
but not least, the fourth correct answer secures the
£650 Technics SC-CA07 micro-component system.
Read all about these superb packages in our ‘Swing
Out Systems’ feature, starting on p. 44 of this issue.

Does our generosity know no bounds? It does,
but not before we’ve given away bonus prizes. The
winners of the Technics and Teac systems will each
receive an audiophile-quality Reference Recordings
classical CD, while the winners of the JVC and the
Denon systems will find their listening enhanced by
a CD from famous Scandinavian audiophile jazz-
label, Opus 3. Each disc, worth £13.99, is a perfect
introduction to the top-quality recordings available
from May Audio Marketing.

Answer the easy question, follow the simple

instructions, and all this could be yours!

HI-FI CHOICE
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One of these four sizzling sys-
tems could soon be gracing the
shelves of your home...
Clockv}ise from top left: Teac
H500, Technics SC-CA01,
Denon D-F07, JVC UX-1000.




BARNSLEY
Barnsley Hi-Fi Centre
40 Sheffield Road
Tel: 01226 205549

Paul Green Hi-Fi
Kensington Showrooms, London Rd
Tel: 01225 316197

The Audio File
27 Hockerill Street
Tel: 01279 506576

BLACKBURN
Romers Hi-Fi
94 High Street, Rishton
Tel: 01254 887799

BOURNEMOUTH
Suttons Hi-Fi
18 Westover Road
Tel 01202 555512

CAMBRIDGE

The Audio File
41 Victoria Road
Tel: 01223 68305

AY /| EhAv.

\ CANTERBURY
Q Audio

20a Lower Bridge Street

Tel: 01227 462787

CHELTENHAM
Hutchinsons
297-299 High Street
Tel: 01242 573012

GODSTONE
Surrey Hi-Fi
45 High Street

Tel 01883 744755

GUILDFORD
Rogers Hi-Fi
13 Bridge Street
2 01483 561049

HARPENDEN
Studio 82
82 The High Street

Tel: 01582 764246 £
7 re L
y HARROW
Harrow Audio
\ 27 Springfield Road
Tel:

) 0181 930 9933
AT VLN N
| HASTINGS
. ‘ Adams & Jarratt
1 6-18 Norman Road, St Leonards
' Tel: 01424 437165

ZEN Audio
36 George Street
Tel: 01482 587397

IPSWICH
Eastern Audio
41 Bramford Road
Tel: 01473 217217

KETTERING
Classic Hi-Fi
School Lane

“Simply The Best!” - Are estab-
lished, independent Hi-Fi Shops
where the Manager is usually

the Guv’'nor and Reliable Advice
with Sound Experience are always
included.

COMPACT DISC

Arcam Alpha 7 New 319
Alpha 8 New 519
Audiolab  8000CD New | box 999
Aura CDI100 399
Cyrus dAD3 - New 598
dAD3-Q - New 898
Denon DCD425 149
DCDé25 199
DCD715 With PITCH Control 234
DCD825 239
DCM260 - 5 disc 299
DCDI0IS 349
Marantz CD57 New 229
CD67 New 269
CDé63 Special Edition 349
CDé3 Signature 499
cDI7 799
Myryad MC100 New 699
NAD 510 199
512 249
Quad 77 Bus Powered 699
77 240v Powered 899
Rotel RCD930AX 179
RCD950AX 249
RCD970BX 349
Technics  SL-PG580 159
SL-PS670 199
Yamaha CDX-390 129
CDX-490 169
CDX-590 229
Densen DeMagic Demagnetiser Disc 10.95

MINI & MICRO SYSTEMS

Mission MM7 incl 731i spks 699
Denon D-CI Micro 6CD inc Spkrs 379
DM-03 New inc Spkrs 449
D-C30 Mini inc Spkrs 499
D77 - 3 Box 30wpc 649
D77W - Twin Cas 699
DF-07 New Champagne Finish 649
D99 New 899
AVC-77 Add-On Dolby AV 399
F-10 Separates System 999
Denon FI10 Amp *289
Separate FI0CD *249
Mini F10 CD 3 Disc 399
Units F10 Cas. Deck *279
F10 Tuner *239
F10 Receiver 379
Yamaha CL-10 Separates System New 949
AX-10 Amp 299
Separate CDX-10 CD 249
Mini KX-10 Cas. Deck 299
Units TX-10 Tuner 179
TURNTABLES
Michell Micro + RB300 arm 577
Pro-Ject .5 + Ort OMS-10 159
I +Ort510 199
2+ Ort MC-1 299
6 + Ort MC-15 449
Thorens  TDI80 78rpm inc AT9 /| 189
TD180 78rpm inc Stanton 219
TD280-IV inc AT95 209
TD166/Rega arm 399

CARTRIDGES & PHONO Pre-Amp
Just a sample of the popular ranges held in store

Goldring  Elan 19.00
Ortofon Super OMI0 29.00
Stanton DJ Pro 500 II 34.00
Goldring 1006 59.00
Denon DL-304 MC Cart. 209.90
QED Discsaver RIAA Preamp  34.95
Rotel RQ970BX 129.90
Michell 1SO MC or MM Preamp  420.00
Audiolab  8000PPA 899.00

THE PICK OF BRITAINS LEADING

Hi-Fi

MARKS &
SPENCER

Gift Vouchers

Customers quoting
this Magazine can claim a

£5 M&S Voucher for every
£60 spent when buying Hi-Fi
Equipment* from this Advert

SPEAKERS

at recommended prices.

B&W DM302 New 129
DMeé601 199

DMé602 299

CDM2 New 399

CDMI New 599

P4 675

P5 875

Pé 1095

Celestion Impact |10 129
Impact |5 199

Impact 20 279

Impact 23 299

KEF Coda 7 129
Coda 8 189

Coda 9 299

QIS5 New 199

Q35 New 349

QS5 New 499

Reference | 1099

Mission 73 99
731i 129

731 LE 149

732 199

733 329

734 499

751f RW or Oak add £50 348

752f RW or Oak add £70 578

753f RW or Oak add £100 798

754f RW or Oak add £200 1298

Mon. Audio Monitor One 249
Monitor Two 299

Monitor Three 399

Studio 12 999

Musical Technology Hobby - New 250
Kestrel 265

Kestrel SE 315

Harrier 399

Proac Tablette 50 599
Studio 100 699

Response One S 999

Tannoy Profile Plus 631 149
Profile Plus 63 1SE***** 169

Profile Plus 632 199

Profile Plus 633 299

Profile Plus 635 449

Sub-Sat 3 (Woofer + Satellites) 199

TDL NFM | 19
RTL 2 improved 279

RTL 3 improved 399

T-Line 2 549

T-Line 3 699

Studio .75M 749

Studio IM 899

SPECIALISTS

AMPLIFIERS

Arcam Alpha 7 New 249
Alpha 8 New 349
Alpha 9 New 499
Alpha 8P 50wpc Pwr-Amp 249
Alpha 9P 70wpc Pwr-Amp 399
Audiolab  8000A 499
8000S 699
8000C Pre. 549
8000P Pwr. 749
8000Q Pre. 1099
8000M Mono Pair 1599
Aura VABOSE-X 249
VAI100 Mkl | 349
VAI50 799
Cyrus SL straight line audiophile 398
l-i 598
PSX-R power supply 328
XPA 50wpc multi-amp 298
Cyrus Pre 648
Cyrus Power 498

MR3 Multi-room system 498

*except these brands
AUDIOLAB, ARCAM

AND CYRUS

where you can’t buy better!

Denon PMA250se 159
PMA350se 199
PMA425 New Remote 229
Krell KAV300i New 50w integrated 2490
Marantz PM47 New 149
PM57 New 199
PMé6se Remote New 229
Myryad Ml - 120 529
- 120 Power Amp 449
NAD 310 99
312 199
314 259

Quad 77 Integrated (inc Remote
Control Console) 849
77 Pre-amp & Remote 849
77 Power-amp 599
707 Power-amp 799
Rotel RA930AX |1 149
RA930BX 199
RC970-1 | Pre-amp 175
RB970-11 Power-amp 225
Technics  SU-A600 111 199
SU-A700 |11 249
SU-A900D Pre-pwr 499
Yamaha AX-390 169
AX-490 249
AX-590 100wpc 299

INTEREST
FREE CREDIT

Terms tailored to suit you
Minimum Deposit 25%
over 6 - 9 -12 months on
advertised prices

minimum balance £250.00
& (excludes M&S offer)

The Small Print... Details correct at copy date 28 days prior to publication) & prices include 17 % % VAT. Some Brands are exclusive,
please check with your local Dealer. & Individual offers cannot be mixed with other promotions. E & OF
Mail Order Most major items are available with 48 hour FREE UK delivery on cleared payments. Goods i d agail
Payments by Visa, Switch, Mastercard or Cheque.

loss or d.

&l




THE Hi-Fi SHOPS FOR CHOICE, SERVICE & PRICE ‘ g s

Leicester Hi-Fi Company
6 Silver Walk, St Martins Sq
Tel: 0116 2539753

LIVERPOOL
We stock the products you Beaver Hi-Fi
H E B E s l ' want to buy! All shops hold 20-22 Whitechapel
- “most of the Agencies for most Tel: 0151 7099898
of the Brands” listed. All this

plus 2 Year Guarantees and NOTTINGHAM
Good Old Fashioned Service. Nottingham Hi-Fi
120 Alfreton Road

Te 0115 9786919

CASSETTE DECKS TUNERS A-V SYSTEMS

OXFORD

Denon DRM550 159 Arcam Alpha 7 New 229 YAMAHA Westwood & Mason

DRS640 Drawer Load 199 Alpha 8 + Remote New 279 Cinenma” g 46 George Street

DRWS580 New Double 199 Audiolab  8000T 799 Te 01865 247783

DRM650S - New Dolby-S 229 Aura TU8S0 349 7

DRM740 3-Head 269 Cyrus M7 398

DRS810 3-Hd Drawer Load 309 Denon TU260 19 . PLYMOUTH
Marantz  SD555 Double New 199 TU215-RD 149 Pioneer  CLD-DS5I5 Laser Disc Player 549 Hi-Fi Attic
RNatkalmiChi Eggé’;ség;“ still available* ‘2‘:2 TU425-RD RDS 199 — 'S'ACZ;TI:‘I;:ICZ;:’S’ XY 58 New George Street

ote VN
Marantz  ST57 RDS 149 LL .

Technics  RST-R474 Twin 219 — e 199 Arcam  Xeta One 999 ; 01752 669511
Yamaha KX390 149 NAD 412 89 Denon AVR600 299

KX490 199 : AVR900 New Recvr 349

KX580 Dolby-S 249 Quad Y L% AVCI1800 549 RUGEBY

KX690 3-Hd Dolby-S 399 Rotel RT935AX 159 AVC2800 799 Sounds Expensive

KX-W392 Double 179 Yamaha TX-480L 19 Marantz SRé6 New Starter 299 12 Regent Street

KX-W592 Double 279 LS el 179 Al ) Tel: 01788 540772

Yamaha RX-V390RDS 5 Ch. Recvr 299

KX-W952 Double RX-V590 RDS 5/7 Ch. Recvr 449

DSP-A590 5/7 Ch. 349 e

DSP-A780 599 St ALBA le
DSP-A990 7 Ch. 899 Radlett Audio
DSP-A2070 7 Ch. 1099 9 Holywell Hill

DSP-A3090 7 Ch. with AC-3 1699 Tel: 01727 855577

ADD-ON AV AMPS
Arcam Xeta 2 50wpc front & rear 649

Xeta 290P 75wpc pwr amp 399 SEVENOAKS

Cyrus AV Master 698 Performance Hi-Fi
Denon  AVC-77 3 Ch. Mini 399 5 London Road
Yamaha DSP-E390 3 Ch. 249 Tel: 01732 740425
DSP-E580 5 Ch. 449 n
DSP-E1000 5 Ch. 699 ) .
AV LOUDSPEAKERS SHREWSBURY 4'%
KEF 80C Centre 129 Shropshire Hi-Fi
60S Satellite - Rear 199 St. Michael’s Street
Mission ;;Zsé;'l':: Rear I:Z Tel: 01743 232317
73PS Subwoofer - per pair 179 4
75C Centre 249
73DP True Di-pole 299 SOUTHAMPTON

RECEIVERS AV-2 Pack (731i + 73c + 73s) 349 /| Southampton Hi-Fi Centre
o Tannoy 621 Centre 99 ; 37 Bedford Place
CD DACs & TRANSPORTS Denon DRA275 RDS - 40wpc 199 622 Profile Centre 179 01703 228434

628 Rear Wall Mount-White 149

DRA385 RDS - 45wpc 279
LDl e Ky RCDI00 CD-TunerAmp 499 TOF  SOS Cenwre 14
Dac-in-a-box 229 SBR Sub Woofer 199 s
Yamaha  RX-395 RDS - 40wpc 249 Yamaha NS-C60 Centre 60 TAMFORD
Arcam Delta Box 50 479 Stamford Hi-Fi
Delta Box 500 749 NS-C 105 Centre 80 h r i-Fi
Delta 250 Transport 799 NS-E60 Rear 80 9 Red Lion Square

) NS-E105 Rear Effect 109
Audiolab 8000 DAC 899 " : . Tel: 01780 62128
8000 CDM Transpore 1399 WIRE & INTERCONNECTS NS-C10MM Shielded Monitor 119

ACTIVE SUB WOOFERS

PHONO - PHONO 1 metre KEF 208 - New 349 " | STRATFORD-on-AVON
Audioquest 30B - New 499 " Stratford Hi-Fi
TABLES & STANDS Jade 29.95 Mission  75AS - New 549
Turquoise 2 39.95 REL Q 50 375 10a Chapel Street
. Ruby 2 79.95 Q100 475 Tel: 01789 414533
SOUNDSTYLE TABLES Quartz 3 . 11995 Strata Mkl | 545
In 4 Colours - Red - Black - Blue - Grey Rid=elol(Celizial It s § o _
Cable Talk fonm
X050 / X053 3 leg 4 shelf 210.00 Improved 2 25.95 Yamaha YST-SW40 139 TORQUAY
X058 3 leg 5 shelf 240.00 Advanced 2 34.95 YST-SW80 179 Chelston Hi-Fi
X100 4 leg 4 shelf 220.00 Monitor 2 (%4m) 39.95 YST-SW150 279 38 Walnut Road, Chelst
X310 extra long for TV & A/V 250.00 gﬁ:'.?; 2 23'33 T" I'f "o . 8:: P ;35 on
“Select” Range available ‘phone for details Professional 2 84.95 HEADPHONES Ll
TARGET Hi-Fi TABLES Chord Company
GRS 5 shelf Welded 160.00 T Sze"d'_"‘“w""e" 64.95 SENNHEISER WALSALL
TTSsa 5 shelf - Flat Pack 139.00 ransparent Audio HD 435 29.95 Musical Approach
Musichord 49.95 HD 445 44.95
Beta 4 4 shelf - Round corner post 159.00 Musiclink 119.95 HD 455 54.95 37 High Street Aldridge
Beta 5 5 shelf - ditto 185.00 HD 465 64.95 Tel: 01922 57926
AER 5 shelf - Rigid & Stylish 205.00 Audiozz:‘ﬁ',(;ﬁ"sov,g'}fo;epr;’;t b i HD 475 gg.gg
) HD 255P I
TARGET SPEAKER STANDS AL 380 HD 535 104.95 i :
MX40 /50 / 60 55.00 Cable Talk Tak 3t 7 225 HDgs ol WILMSLOW
TR30/40/50/ 60 / 70 67.00 Bi-Wire 3i 450 oS> P — haise Swift Hi-Fi of Wilmslow
HS$20 / HS30 / HS40 77.00 LR e HD 580 199.95 St. Ann’s Parade (on A34)
HS50 / HS60 / HS70 79.00 - : HD 600 249.95
HI10-3 / HI15.3 135.00 QED Qudos OFC/PTFE 2.25 IS 360 Infra Red 69.95
)10- )15- : Qudos Bi-Wire New 4.50 IS 450 Infra Red 119.95
HJ16-2 / H)20-2 125.00 Profile 8 - Flat 5.00 IS 550 Infra Red 179.95 : = s
S7 or S8 Wall Brackets 39.00 Mission  Quartet Bi-Wire 3.90 HE60 / HEV70 Electrostatic 998.00 WREXHAM
___________________________________________________________________________ 2 Acton Gate Audio
Check your local dealer for 48 Hour Delivery. Send or Fax your order to:- . Ruabon Road
Harrow Audio, 27 Springfield Road, HARROW HAT1 4QF. Tel:- 0181 930 9933 Fax:- 0181 863 2443 i 01978 364500
1
Please Supply: E
Name: Address: |
T ; 4 4 !
TO YOL R l. I\ Post Code: Tel No: :
]
ADDRESS Method of Payment :- Cheque Enclosed / Credit Card. Expiry Date :- | |

Card No:- T T T T T T T T T T T TTTT1



Speaking
In Tons

Do bigger boxes offer better value? To find out, Paul Messenger and
Paul Miller (lab tests) compare 14 speakers priced between £400 and £1,000.

he most interesting and exciting

market sector of the moment is

the one where price-tags and

perceived value dominate. Our

£400 minimum price takes us
clear of the beer-budget sector, while the
£1,000 ceiling retains some affordability yet
gives the designer real freedom.

In the budget sector, the bookshelf
speaker (mounted on a proper stand) is still
a better bet than a cheap floorstander. Move
up into the £400-plus zone, though, and
things start to change.

The bookshelf model still allows you the
option of matching speaker to stand, but the
floorstander’'s performance becomes
increasingly viable, its looks improve, and it
takes up no extra space. Models like the
Mission 753, Linn Keilidh, Rega ELA and
Castle Chester have shown what can be
achieved, and plenty of other brands are
queuing up to grab a slice of the action.

Our 14-strong test group comprises ten

Polk RT16

66 DECEMBER 1996

e

J "AQST
AT ST

B&W CDM1

Canon S-75.....

Castle Harlech ................£850 ........
Epos:EST 2850k L s £500 ........ 75
GLL /magio IC130 ..........£540 ........ 77
Monitor Audio 703PMC ..from £800 ..79
Neat Mystigue ................ from £575 ..81
PMC 781 .......

......... £476........83
Polk RT16....
QLN Qubic 222 ..
Roksan ROKone
Ro Ah

floorstanders alongside four more traditional
bookshelf-size stand-mounts. Comparing
the two types is complicated by the need to
allow for the cost (and effect) of appropriate
stands. Although our bookshelf models all
sit towards the lower end of the price range,
between £500 and £600, stands bump up
their real-world cost.

GLL Imagio IC130

QLN Qubic 222

Because of the diversity inherent in our
test group, we have divided our 14 con-
tenders into three sub-groups: stand-mount,
compact floorstanders and large floor-
standers. All lab-test bar-graphs are colour-
coded to indicate every speaker’s classifica-
tion. This is explained in more detail on
pages 96 and 97.

When it comes to cosmetics, many cus-
tomers will happily pay extra for real wood
rather than vinyl, but how much extra is
harder to pin down. Some wood finishes are
more costly than others, as are the larger
cabinets, but the biggest speakers here are
vinyl-clad, so comparing like-for-like
becomes impossible.

There are several interesting variations in
design (Castle and Canon, for example), but
the basic driver and enclosure technologies
don’t differ too much between models.
There is variation in the sizes of drivers and
boxes, however, which begs questions of
whether there is a ‘right’ size box and driver,

HI-FI CHOICE
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LOUDSPEAKERS

B&W CDM1

ith 14 speakers waiting in
line, the ‘blind’ listening tests
were spread over two sepa-

rate days, allowing a number of repeats.
The main reference system used for
the blind hands-on work consisted of the
usual collection of Mana-supported Naim
and Linn components, viz: Linn LP12
turntable, Naim ARO tonearm, Linn Arkiv
cartridge, Naim CDS CD player, NATO1
tuner, NAC52 pre-amp and NAP135
power amps. Speaker cables were
NACAS and Nordost SPM. For the book-
shelf models, we used speaker stands
from Slate Audio and Kudos.

“Inman (Castle), Robin Marshall
(Mission), Richard Dunn (N!
~ Mardell (Mordaunt-Short)

and how size variations affect performance.
Obvious, perhaps, but rarely discussed.

Our 65-square-metre test room is a little
larger than average, and only two candidates
(Monitor Audio, Epos) seemed acoustically
small. Most suited the room well, although
actual bass alignments left room for improve-

Monitor Audio 703PMC

HI-FI CHOICE

HOW WE DID THE LISTENING TESTS

Thanks are due to panellists David

Epos ES12

Kauffman (Morel, Densen), Danny Haikin
(Grahams Hi-Fi), alongside Choice
staffers and operators Jason Kennedy
and Alan Sircom.

Radios Three and Four were also used
extensively during the hands-on work
Protection Massive Attack

Live At The Point Christy Moore
Strange Angels Laurie Anderson

Rain Dogs Tom Waits

Symphony No.6 Sibelius/Maazel/VPO
There Is Sweet Music
Rutter/Cambridge Singers

| An American In Paris
Gershwin/Mehta/LAPO

ment. The Polk and QLN would probably
have preferred even bigger rooms.

When we tested budget speakers in issue
155, we had three Missions and three KEFs.
By coincidence neither brand crops up this
time, but the presence of some smaller play-
ers reminds us hi-fi is still a broad church.

Neat Mystique Royd Doublet

PMC TB1

Tannoy 635

Canon S-75

Spendor 2030
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LOUDSPEAKERS

B&W CDM1

ompact, bookshelf-size speakers do

tend to have a certain sameness about

them. The formula itself is timeless, so

coming up with an interesting varia-
tion on the theme is quite an achievement.
When B&W brings in a heavyweight indus-
trial designer such as Kenneth Grange's
Pentagram operation, the resultant COM1 is
a genuine breath of fresh air.

B&W has used Pentagram for many
years, and the partnership has spawned a
number of classics over the duration of its
relationship. However, few speakers have
ever looked so drop-dead gorgeous straight

from the box, while merely rep-

resenting a subtle re-working of a familiar :
theme. It's easy to understand why this :
£600 CDM1 was voted Speaker of the Year
'95/'96 (see HFC 148) by a pan-European
jury: it makes the slightly larger and :
extremely successful Matrix 801 look posi-
¢ tively dowdy by comparison. :

There's logic behind the shaping and

. detailing, too — function following form, on :
© this occasion. Angling a section of the baffle :
: helps spread internal standing waves and
will help diffuse some of the tweeter reflec- :
. tions (the tweeter itself points forward). And
the heavily post-formed cabinet edges avoid
. abrupt baffle-edge discontinuities. :
’ This high-class presentation and real- :
© wood veneer doesn’t come cheap, even with
© a little paint work around the tricky bits, so :
the £600 price-tag is reasonable
enough in context of the :
other stand-mounts :

assembled here.

driver

preferred.

The internal stiff-
ening is less elab- :
orate than the
Matrix models, :
butyou still geta :
cast-frame main :
with :
115mm Kevlar :
cone. There's a :
large port, too,
plus foam bungs :
to block it up if :

Room measurements
show that the bungs reduce output :
roughly 4-5dB 40-70Hz, and the align- :
ment is well judged for siting a couple of feet
out from the wall, or close to the wall with :
the bungs in place. Sensitivity and bass :

THE LAB REPORT

In my Oasis Of Sanity column this month (p.27), | discuss the compromises
of sealed-box and reflex-loading (both of which are available with the COMI).
With its reflex port left unobstructed, the CDM1 receives a welcome re-
inforcement at some 40 Hz, which shifts to 71 Hz with the bung fitted snugly
in place. Both options lead to a minimum impedance of 4.6 Ohms at 200 Hz,
as B&W accurately predicts. It’s also refreshing to concur with B&W'’s accu-
rate 88dB sensitivity — so many manufacturers tend to, well, err on the side
of optimistic fantasy in this regard.

Beyond 120 Hz or so, it’s clear neither the sealed-box or reflex-loaded bass

]l EASE OF DRIVE

F] RELATIVE LOUDNESS
E] mAXiMUM LOUDNESS
[} AUDIBLE DISTORTION
] oFF-AXIS UNIFORMITY

alignments exert extra influence on the speaker’s smooth-looking response or
its modulus of impedance. Do note a ‘blip’ at 940 Hz (see also graph-point [6]
on page 27), which is caused by a mistermination between the stiff cone mate-
rial and its relatively compliant surround — a problem now apparently solved
by B&W’s engineers. Low distortion is also a feature of the COMI, whose
advanced drivers suffer just 0.4 per cent (bass) to 0.25 per cent (treble) dis-
tortion at dynamic SPLs of 96dBA. pPwi

HI-FI CHOICE

ON TEST

SOUND ok kA%
VALUE %k %ok
PRICE £600
A Fresh styling, luxury finish and a decent, all-round
sound with good bass.
W Styling a bit fussy for post-modernists; sound is a bit
polite and restrained.
B2 B&W Loudspeakers (UK Sales) Ltd, Marlborough Rd,
Churchill Industrial Estate, Lancing, W. Sussex BN15 8TR
@ (01903) 750750

extension are very good for the box size, and
tonal balance looks well ordered, apart from
a dip through the presence region.

Sound Quality

Fairly unpromising listening test results are
probably due to the fact that the COM1 was
initially auditioned with the bungs in place.
Hands-on comparisons established that
with the port active, bass sounds less boxy
and has greater dynamic freedom.

Indeed, the bass performance is one of
the highlights, showing good timing and
tonal discrimination. The treble, too, is
sweet and pretty well judged, if a bit bright,
while the midband is well ordered and quite
smooth, if a little constrained and congested
at the same time. The result is notably well-
mannered and even-handed, if a little too
inclined to curtail natural exuberance.

Conclusion

Superb styling grabs the attention, but the
CDM1's beauty extends beneath the skin to
a fine, all-round sonic performance. The
bass performance is particularly impressive,
considering the modest size and decent
sensitivity, although some might find the

sound a little too cautious and restrained. re PP

HOW IT COMPARES

-63%
31%
11%
71%
15%
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perfect balance

The New Meridian 508.20

Taking CD replay to the
edge with a new 20 bit
converter and precision
re-clocking used throughout.
With the lowest jitter and
pure Class A analogue
balanced output the 508
reaches a performance level
previously unheard.

VERIDUAN

The New Meridian 566 The New Meridian 502

A DAC with the
performance where it
counts. Meridian’s twin
Phase-Lock Loop yields
the lowest jitter whilst
our 20 bit DAC offers a
new benchmark in clarity
and deep fulfilling bass.

A Dual mono preamplifier
design. Separating the
channels onto individual
boards gives Meridian a
level of preamplifier
performance to match our
new 20 bit CD sources.
With the highest quality
components and
Meridian’s years of
experience in preamplifier
design we are now able to
offer you a preamplifier
that sonically disappears.

The New Meridian 557

Balanced has never been so right. With balanced inputs
and a dual mono design this 200W amplifier is the
perfect finish to our balanced range. A unique ground
balancing system gives you the highest performance in
bridged mode without compromising the superb stereo
at which Meridian amplifiers excel. Bridged output into

/ 4 Ohms gives a massive 1000W.

- " Meridian System Remote Control
Share in the subli L with audiophile quality balanced

J design from laser to loudspeaker.
finest hea

What more could you ask?

d, a
BOOTHROYD STUART

MERIDIAN

Meridian Audio Limited

Stonehill, Stukeley Meadows, Huntingdon,
Cambridgeshire PE18 6ED

Tel (0)1480 434334 Fax (0)1480 432948

| SENNHEIS

Sennheiser UK Lid, FREEPOST, Halifax Road, High Wycombe,
Bucks HP12 3BR. lel: 01494 551551, Fax: 01494 551550.




LOUDSPEAKERS

Canon $-/)

hough it is one of the most striking-look-
ing speakers on the market, the S-75’s
curious shape is unlikely to provoke a
neutral reaction. My plumber was very
complimentary, but spoilt it by saying how
nice it would look in the corner of the lounge,
which is not a sensible option. A more cyni-
cal panellist, however, described it as an

your personal reaction, Canon has good
reasons for adopting a domed cylinder, even
if breaking the rules does carry a cost
penalty, resulting in a retail price of £1,000.

The buzz-phrase is ‘wide-imaging stereo’
(WIS). This is a technigue that uses a curved
‘acoustic mirror’ to reflect the midrange and
treble output in such a way as to broaden

over-sized under-arm
deodorant.
Whatever

the listening zone in which listeners receive
roughly equal sound intensity from both
speakers and, therefore, hear a convincing
stereo image. (Conventional speakers only
really achieve this when the listener is
equidistant from both speakers, say,
along the central line.) Canon's WIS
allows the whole family to join in — an
obvious bonus with AV as well as
audio-only material.

The S-75 has much in common with
Canon’s original S-50, reviewed and
Recommended some five years ago.
Although the main driver has changed
considerably since then, and a separate
tweeter is now used, this S-75 is, in
essence, an S-50 built on top of a
cylindrical subwoofer.

You won't easily find the bass driver,
since it's hidden inside the cylinder. It
operatesin a ‘coupled cavity’ configura-
tion, loaded on one side by a sealed box,
on the other by a chamber ported in the
base. The port is lifted clear of the floor
by a circular cast-metal frame, which
looks good and provides a secure spike
e footprint. Above the cylinder sits the
‘acoustic mirror’, and above that, fir-
ing downwards from beneath the
dome, the small midrange driver and
tweeter. The latter is builtonto a ‘spider’s web’
across the front of the mid cone, slightly off-
set from the centre line. It says something

THE LAB REPORT

As you might expect, the technical performance of Canon’s S-75 is as unusual
as its space-age appearance. For starters, the ‘axial’ 84.4 dB sensitivity must
be corrected, to account for the speaker’s hemispherical radiation pattern,
bringing it closer to 88 dB, but still some two dB short of Canon’s spec.

Otherwise, | have to say the response obtained here was identical to that
supplied by Canon, including the seven dB loss in output at 4.5 kHz and can-
cellation notches visible, although not necessarily audible, at 10.5 kHz and 13.4
kHz respectively. So the S-75's response is far from ‘flat’ but at least it’s very
consistent, regardless of your horizontal listening axis. Thanks to WIS, no con-
ventional speaker in this group could come close to matching the off-axis uni-
formity of the S-75.

Which leaves us with distortion (quite high at one to two per cent through
mid and lower treble) and a rather awkward impedance trend, which captures
the S-75's high-Q port resonance at 72 Hz before falling around or below six
Ohms from 160 Hz to 1.45 kHz. With a minimum of 3.8 Ohms at 860 Hz and an
average impedance of 7.04 Ohms, only the modest phase angles prevent it from
giving your amp a really hard time! pwmi

F

Canol————

EASE OF DRIVE
RELATIVE LOUDNESS
MAXIMUM LOUDNESS
AUDIBLE DISTORTION
OFF-AXIS UNIFORMITY

HI-FI CHOICE

' ON TEST

SOUND % % kit
VALUE >k khiok
PRICE £1,000
A Unique styling and ‘wide stereo’ to suit the whole
family. Good fun.
W On the pricey side; sound is a bit lumpy and
coloured.
B3 Canon Audio Ltd, Gastons Wood, Reading Road,
Basingstoke RG24 8TW
& (01256) 841300

for the way speaker design has evolved that
this is the only true three-way design in the
test group.

Room responses imply this semi omni-
directional design is best kept clear of walls,
and also revealed an uneven balance, with a
rather strong midbass (50-100Hz) and a
distinct notch between midband and treble
(around 4.5kHz).

Sound Quality

: As might have been expected, the ‘different-

ness’ of the Canon caused varying reactions

: from the panel, with two placing it at the top
: of their lists while one put it at the bottom.
. ‘Flawed but interesting’ sums things up well.

A fine sense of timing was praised by all,

. and the weight, scale and spaciousness
: were also applauded. However, there was

some criticism of midband coloration, a rather
heavy bottom end, and more widespread
disquiet at the bright and exposed treble.

Conclusion

This Canon is not without its weaknesses,
and it's also quite a pricey proposition. But it
is unigue, in both physical and sonic char-
acter and capabilities, and quite a lot of fun
besides. Well worth checking out. pme

HOW IT COMPARES

-60%
-70%
-17%
-16%

86%
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THE CHOICE IS TRULY YOURS

We carry the finest range of Hi-Fi in London, you can also be
sure that any of the products you see advertised here are on display and
available for audition. Our helpful experienced staff are always on hand to
help explore the possibilities open to you. This month, wicked savings on
featured systems and buy any two individual components for £600+ and‘
claim a Chord Siren interconnect worth £65 absolutely FREE! or 9 mon
Interest Free Credit - (call or write for details) - a devil of a deal! 3 1.;

NEW ARRIVALS

THE PRODUCTS A
/ / | & FIRM FAVOURITES
/ i complete - SYSTEMS
! Denon DC1 Micro inc Spks
1D D-FO7 Syst
ARCAM 03232 F1ocn/ﬁ::r‘Amp/cass. £899.00|

5 0 WUEN=D=s S 5 d-FE M § source - COMPONENTS

A S 248 LEE HIGH RD, LONDON, SE13 SPL | |arcom Alora & b (News ... £a15.60

UDIO TECHNICA || 0181318 5755/852 1321 FAX- 318 0909 | |H™ karik Plaver.
Email : sales@billyvee.demon.co.uk - |Marantz CD63se Signature
B&O OPEN: 10AM - 6.30PM MON - SAT (CLOSED THURS) | [Marantz CD17 Player

New 6 play CD . ; ::lg': gz?.:::y;rplayer(nzwn - ‘
B&W S@UND VA&.UE SYSTIJEMS fiﬁiaL:gii:l;:ar:ons from £1488.00

CHORD COMPANY Arcam Alpha 8 (NEs:JSCtedAMP:IsTSF:)so

[ -3 1| |Linn Majik (line level)
| Buy both and save over £65 o Kailr n Proamp
DENON MARANTZ CD 67 PI.AYER § | | Linn Klout Power Amp
EPOS K.EF CODA 7 SPEAKERS § |
L

Add any amp over £149 and claim
your Sl}ren IIIJtterconnect (130218} for Free. - while stocks las ::::: ::g ::OP:,?\':::: Amp

KEF T

. 2 % { |pi A300R Precision (NEW!) £399
FREE 24hr nationwide delivery for most items?- YES!}| Rotel RA 930x Amplifier £149.00
LINN l Rega Brio Amplifier £229.00

: MARANTZ CD 63se/2 CD (l RgRgRl  awm.unems
All - inc: Knekt 11l MARANTZ PM66se AMP j = ﬁ G G R e e e B

R VARl  B&W 601 SPEAKERS | N-AD. 412 Tuner

. 3 i Naim NAT 03 FM Tuner
or KEF coda 8 or Mission 732 Ruelil KLty IO Rega Radio Tuner£229.00
| IO— i:

MARANTZ ~ PRy sy selected - RECORDERS

i ; - Denon DRM 550 Cassette
50 - '3, }| | Pioneer CT-830S Cassette
MORDAUNT SHORT ik s e . ’ e . Pioneer PDR-05 CD Recorder .. £1299.00|
il L /e ] Nakamichi DR3 Cassette :
MISSION 5 gl - ||  Yamaha KX390 Cassette

Yamaha KX580 Cassette
N.A.D.
B&W DM 302

, « " B&W DM 601
NA'M AUD'O : i ‘ | |B&W CDM 2
| |B&W AS6 Active Subwoofer

3 Blue Room Mini Pod
New Intro, Credo : A ) | |Epos ES12 (NEW)) ........

i e Linn Tukan Mini Monitor
NAKAMICHI o ; ~ '} |Linn Keilidh (Inc stands)
o o . Mission 751 Freedom (NEW!) ...
! " . Mission 752 Freedom (NEW!) ...
PlONEER ol . - us | Morduant Short MS0.5 (NEW!) ...
Recordable CD & DAT|

ProAC You choose-The Deposit-Time & Amount jas e

Rega Kyte speakers . £198.00

audio - VISUAL |
R EGA I ' : Dw D ) Pioneer CLD515-1 Laser (NEW!) £549.00
Arcam Xeta2 processor
ROTEL A Yamaha DSP-E390 processor .... £245.00
Arcam Xeta 2 Amplifier
SENNHEISER ” 1 | | ) KEF AV System (C9,/90,/70s) ... £849.00

SOU N DSTYLE KEF 30B SubWoofer

Mission AV-2 System i
MIN LOAN £350 - MIN DEP 10% PLEASE CALL FOR DETAILS audio - ESSENTIALS
TAN NOY Chord Chrysalis Intercon
GOODS PRICE  £1000 | GOODS PRICE  £2500 | GOODS PRICE  £5000 [} Iitvdbusbthmaatian

Talk 3 Speaker Lead/mtr
TARGET DEPOSIT £100 | DEPOSIT £500 | DEPOSIT LU || Chord Rumour Spkr Lead,/ mts

BALANCE £900 | BALANCE £2000 | BALANCE £3600 JIPY ect! o5 B eianda o
YAMAHA 12MTHS @ £75 |20MTHS@ £100 |24 MTHS@ £150 TA;E:T-STANDSUNIQUE-SOUNDST?FE

ALL PRICES CORRECT AT PRESS E&OE




LOUDSPEAKERS

Castle Harlech

astle has spent several years developing
a range of floorstanding loudspeakers
that use a different method of bass
loading than any other brand, and
often a unique driver distribution, too. The
very big Winchester and half-size Chester
paved the way, but are now superseded.

First came the £1,000 Howard (issue
132), which was the first attempt to create
a cross between the two — good enough for
Recommendation, but it could have been
smoother overall. Enter the new £850
Harlech, which is similar in layout to the
Howard, but about £150 cheaper, roughly
25 per cent smaller, and out to prove that
Welsh Castles sing sweetest of all.

For many of today’s floorstanders, the
box volume can be a bit of an embarrass-
ment in a typical reflex arrangement, often
leading to some of the enclosure being
blocked off. Castle opts for something called
‘quarter wave’ loading, which takes up
much more space and has some similarities
to horn loading. The (two) waves are termi-
nated in a narrow but precise slot, between
plinth and enclosure — the intention being
partly to augment the bass but also to pro-
vide superior diaphragm control.

Perceived value is very good. That £850

SOUND + % k&

VALUE A Ak kk

PRICE £850

A Fine midband dynamics and transparency; fills the
room with music.

Bass is a bit lumpy and detached; better with
acoustic instruments than techno.

Castle Acoustics Ltd, Park Mill, Shortbank Road,
Skipton, N. Yorks BD23 2TT

(01756) 795333

P KN «

. to forward-facing drivers, adding to the

: Sound Quality

- ifitis a bit uneven and lacking in autho-

buys a pair of hefty (21kg) speakers, which

are nearly a metre tall. Each of the speakers
has two cast-frame main drivers, a separate
plinth with extended footprint, and some of
the classiest real-wood finishes in the busi-
ness. The in-room balance is mostly very
positive, too. Like Howard, Harlech’s bot-
tom end is a bit detached and lumpy, and

the speaker needs to be sited clear of
walls. However, its midband is altogether
flatter and smoother than its more

expensive brother's, and the treble is

better integrated and maintained.

The upward-facing extra main driver
radiates sound into the room with a
rather different pattern, increasing the
reflected/direct sound ratio compared

scale and spaciousness.

The Harlech came out as the overall
favourite in the listening sessions. The
sound is generous in the way it fills the
room, yet it's also delicate and light on
its feet. It has fine dynamic range and
tension, bringing through a convincing
acoustic with appropriate recordings.
Superior bottom-end control makes
the bass tuneful with good timing, even

rity. The balance might be a bit forward
for some tastes, and the treble rather
exposed for some CD players, but the
whole ismuch greater than the parts. As
one panellist remarked: “It's harder to
listen to the speaker than the music!”

Conclusion
| just hope Castle hasn’t stockpiled too
many Howards, because, in my opinion,

this new Harlech is not only smaller and
cheaper, it's also rather better. It favours a
largish room and probably suits acoustic
music better than synthesised. But above
all, the Harlech offers an exceptionally
entertaining and enjoyable musical experi-
ence at a very realistic price — an
obvious Best Buy. pue

HOW IT COMPARES

THE LAB REPORT

This unusual speaker employs two small, polypropylene bass/mid units, each
working into its own cavity. These are a pair of quarter-wave pipes tuned to
54 Hz and 78 Hz respectively, that exit in unison at the base. For this joined
port not to be shorted or resistively loaded by a thick carpet, it's important
for the Harlech to be raised on all four corners using the supplied spikes.

Measured in such a fashion, this ‘distributed port’ is clearly tuned to a prac-
tical 55 Hz, but the ensuing driver/box resonance looks very abrupt indeed,
reaching a maximum of 30 Ohms at 89 Hz before falling sharply to below eight
Ohms, where it settles between 150-500 Hz. The impedance trend also high-
lights an appreciable ‘glitch’ at 745 Hz, sitting midway along a broad depres-
sion in the speaker’s output, which is probably caused by destructive inter-
ference between the two bass/mid drivers.

Incidentally, this pairing also complicates the speaker’s sensitivity, which,
measured on-axis, measures 86.4 dB, although, with the second driver’s con-
tribution taken into account, a figure of 88 dB seems closer to the mark. Also
strongly in the Harlech’s favour is the very low 0.2—0.45 per cent distortion —
a performance maintained across the entire audioband. pmi

Kl EASE OF DRIVE 68%
F] RELATIVE LOUDNESS -40%
E] MAXIMUM LOUDNESS __ -11%
] AUDIBLE DISTORTION 74%
[J OFF-AXIS UNIFORMITY _ 23%
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Audiofreaks
FOR the | OVE

of muc

Arcici Quad ESL dedicated stands
Benz-Micro Moving coil cartridges
Cabasse Dynamic loudspeaker systems
Cardas Audio Cables, analogue recordings

Clearaudio Moving coil and moving magnet cartridges

Conrad-Jobnson Valve & FET pre-amplifiers, power
amplifiers and digital components
Expressive Technologies Step up transformers and cables

Golden Tube Audio

Hales Design Group

Valve pre and power amplifiers
Dynamic loudspeaker systems
Kuzma Tonearms & turntables

Muse Electronics Solid-state electronics, active subuwoofers

and D/A converter
Paragon Acoustics Dynamic loudspeaker systems
Power Wedge
Resolution Audio

Shun Mook Audio

Power line conditioners and mains filters
CD transport, dja converters
Resonance control tuning devices

Sonograpbe Affordable conrad-jobnson FET pre-
amplifier and power amplifiers
Sound Lab Electrostatic and bhybrid loudspeakers
VPI Industries Turntables, tonearm and record
cleaning machines
Wheaton Triplanar Tonearms
Distributors of Fine Audio & Home Theatre Equipment r '
-

15, Link Way, Ham, Surrey TW10 7QT. Tel: 0181. 948 4153 Fax: 0181. 948 4250.

ARE YOU COVERED ?

Do you own expensive Home Entertainment and
Hi-Fi equipment?

Does Your Home Insurance policy cover Hi-Fi and Home
Entertainment equipment for its true value or only
10% of your total sum insured?

Will your policy cover accidental damage for Hi-Fi and
Home Entertainment equipment?

Is your policy covering you New for Old cover on
Hi-Fi and Home Entertainment equipment?

Most people assume they are covered for the above
because they have a contents policy covering them for an

amount equal to the total value of all their belongings.

But in all honesty they don't really know until its too late.

Most policies generally don't cover the above unless
the policy has been specially arranged.

Hoddesdon Insurance Consultants does just that but
with one very important difference.
We normally beat any other price you can obtain
elsewhere even for policies inferior to the ones we offer.

For the most competitive quote on your Home Insurance
needs call now on

01992 470698
(Lines open till 8:00pm)
Hoddesdon Insurance Consultants
46 Ware Road, Hoddesdon, Herts EN11 9DU

OUAD

at

CARBON FINISH

77-SERIES

E2)

“The 77 is both straightforward and a pleasure to use . . . .

“Fine sounding, powerful, remarkably compact, technologically
advanced and a substantially future-proof . . . .”
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IN STOCK NOW

0% OFF

FM66 Was
PRE66 (MC Remote) £1915
306 POWER Now

Limited Stock £900

45 High Street, Hounslow, Middlesex TW3 1RH

173 Station Road, Edgware, Middlesex HAS 7]X EIEItRE
Tel: 0181-952 5535 Fax: 0181-951 5864

18 Monmouth Street, Covent Garden,
London WC2H 9HB 10 DEMO
Tel: 0171-497 1346 Fax: 0171-497 9205 ROOMS

126 High Street, Beckenham,
Kent BR3 1ED

Tel: 0181-663 3777

Fax: 0181-663 3555

INTEREST

MAIL ORDER

DESIGN +
INSTALLATION

PROJECTORS




LOUDSPEAKERS

Epos ES12

warded Best Buy back in 1991 (issue
94), the Epos £S11 has both defined
and dominated the market for high-
quality, luxury-finish, bookshelf-size
loudspeakers even since. Loudspeaker tech-
nology may not change radically or rapidly,
but it does evolve slowly but surely, so sev-
eral years down the road, a number of new
development opportunities are available to
update, refine and improve an old friend.
The new £500 £S12 looks virtually iden-
tical to its famous predecessor — after all, why
change a successful formula? — and the
appearance doesn’t look in any way dated,
either. The classic shape is finished
in a tasteful, real-wood

veneer (choose from light or dark cherry, or

: walnut), and the front panel is all the cleaner :
. for elegantly ‘radiussed’ baffle edge. :
: The front panel is just one of many detail
© changes, though. There’s a new tweeter (a

25mm aluminium-dome device) which is

© now made in-house. The bass driver has a :

new injection-moulded cone, and the solitary

. crossover component — a single capacitor :
© protecting the tweeter from low frequencies :
¢ — has also been upgraded. The bi-wire ter- :
: minals fitted offer increased current capacity, :
. and ‘gas-flow’ shaping has reduced turbu-

lence in the rear-panel port.

The whole thing feels very hefty, implying
a very solid, wood-veneered wrap, since :

both back and front panels are precision

structural plastic mouldings, the latter incor-
. porating the frame of the main driver. A new :

matching stand is planned, but was
. not available for review.

| dug out the ESI11
changes from the '11

ances are very similar,

cone termination
been slightly realigned.
to the ESI11’s, but

slightly tighter in the

here) and still rather lean in the upper bass.

. Both the broad midband and the treble are :
significantly smoother than the £SI1, but :
extending the upper roll-off point of the main

data from issue 94, to :
investigate any obvious :

to the ’12. The imped-
even down to the main

‘glitch’ at 750Hz, while :
the bottom end has :

The ESI2’s overall
balance is very similar :

midbass (there's no low bass :

ON TEST

SOUND %A kv

VALDE ok okios

PRICE £500

A Fine midband gives exceptional stereo imaging, with
great depth and focus.
Limited bass weight, and a touch of nasality on voice
reproduction.
Epos Acoustics, 3 Ridgway, Havant, Hants P09 1JS
(01705) 407722

DL <

driver has made the transition between
them rather more abrupt.

Sound Quality

A mixed and widely varied response in the
blind listening tests makes the reviewer's life
difficult, and if the ES12 came out about
average overall — the most popular comment
was “a good effort” — some listeners were
much more impressed than others.

Fine stereo imaging and a freedom from
boxiness are major plus points, and the
broad midband is unquestionably open, well
ordered and coherent. However, a touch of
brightness and ‘nasal’ voice coloration does
intrude towards the top end of the band. And
while the bass end has good punch, it lacks
some weight and dynamic contrast — the
intended matching stand might help here.

Conclusion

The ESI2, unquestionably, has a great
midrange, capable of delivering a precise
stereo sound-stage with convincing depth.
Certainly improving on its illustrious prede-
cessor in several respects, it also seems a little
less artful at disguising its limitations. It's
better suited to the smaller room, and a
compatible system will be vital to get the
most from this entertaining speaker. rue

HOW IT COMPARES

THE LAB REPORT

This model evolved from the Epos £S11, and trades a reduction in sensitivity
for a very easy-going impedance curve. The 85.3 dB sensitivity recorded here
is certainly lower than Epos’ figure of 88 dB, but at least the speaker load
remains resolutely above eight Ohms (average equals 10.8 Ohms), only falling
below eight Ohms above 10.5 kHz, where the phase angle also swings to a
rather surprising 55 degrees. Surprising, that is, because the £S12 is equipped
with a simple, first-order RC network for the treble arm.

A blip in the impedance trend suggests a cone surround mistermination
at 625 Hz, but it is the erratic response that lends the £S12 much of its
‘character’ and throws out the broadband sensitivity en route. Interestingly,
there’s an obvious peak at 1.3 kHz, which is where most manufacturers will
specify their sensitivity.

Further peaks occur at 2.2 kHz and 3.5 kHz with an axial dip — suggesting
that integration between the drivers could be improved — appearing mid-way
at 2.8 kHz. The treble range is very smooth by comparison, but it's the mid-
band, yet again, that suffers an increase in third-harmonic distortion to 1.4
per cent. Is this a deliberate ruse? pui

] EASE OF DRIVE 69%
E] RELATIVE LOUDNESS -77%
E] MAXIMUM LOUDNESS  -53%
[] AUDIBLE DISTORTION -10%
3 oFF-AXIS UNIFORMITY _ -40%
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THE SPEAKER DEAL
OF THE DECADE -
SAVE £60

“...miraculous for
the money...they're
worth five stars per
speaker at least...”

said WHAT Hi-FI? about these
stunning speakers in July ‘95 and
went on, “In the market for a
£200 pair of speakers?
Buy the Gales...sit back. Enjoy.”

Dare we argue?

/
ek ek e July ‘95

WV Gale Model 4 (pair)

o
a2kl £139.95
®
New improved Gale 4i’s arriving December. WERE £199.95

Available exclusively through Richer Sounds stores nationwide.

Freephone 0500 10 11 12 for a catalogue.




LOUDSPEAKERS

LL Imag

LLUs Inductive Coupling Technology

(ICT) is a patented method of energis-

ing a metal-skirted, dome-shaped tre-

ble diaphragm, sited within the mag-
netic gap of a bass/mid drive unit. The treble
diaphragm has no voice-coil of its own, and
is not connected electrically to the amplifier.
Instead, it collects treble energy through
electrical induction from the bass/mid voice-
coil, just like a transformer’s secondary
winding picks up current from the primary.
The lack of a tweeter voice-coil means there
is no risk of burn-out due to amplifier over-
drive, which is a major advantage over con-
ventional tweeters.

A major part of GLLs business is driver
manufacture for other industries, notably
cars and TV sets, and here ICT has been
used successfully for anumber of years. And
the emerging AV market welcomed the ICT-
equipped, general-purpose Arena with open
arms (e.g. Sessions, HFC 129).

A hi-fi application has been a long time
coming, but now we have the Imagio range:
four models all told, comprising a bookshelf-
size IC100, plus three floorstanders with
one, two and three drivers respectively. The
IC130, which is the subject of this report, is
the largest of these, standing over a metre

SOUND %%k

VALUE ok koot

PRICE £540

Delivers even, deep and loud bass at a very
reasonable price.

Not enough treble to match the bass; gives a very
dull and shut-in sound.

GLL, 3 Ridgway, Havant, Hampshire P09 1JS
(01705) 492777

R q »

io 16130

tall and costing £540 — which is reasonable
for one of the largest speakers in this test.

The upper of the three drivers here is the
ICT bass/mid/tweeter, which operates full
range in its own sealed-box section. It has a
polymer cone, and a ‘time-aligned’ alu-
minium treble diaphragm. The lower two
units are bass-only drivers, reflex loaded by
a front port. The cosmetics are executed
neatlyenough, although the ‘rosewood’ vinyl
woodprint is unconvincing. Modest spikes
are fitted poorly into the base.

A speaker with this amount of bass-radi-
ating area will obviously work best when
sited clear of walls, and has an impressively
even and flat response through the bass
region. Trouble is, there's not enough treble
to match up. The balance is pretty flat up to
1.5kHz, but starts to drop away until -8dB is
registered at 7kHz, prior to a recovery peak
at 12kHz. Adverse subjective implications
are, alas, unavoidable.

Sound Quality
The ear can adjust to a wide range of tonal
balances, but the dull, dark and irre-

: deemably heavy sound of the /IC130 was too

much for our panel. It came bottom of the

. class by quite a large margin, and only one

listener gave it even an average mark.
Nonetheless, its low-frequency response is
both extended and even, and the plentiful

: sound output will be welcome for AV. One

off-axis listener commented on surprisingly

. good stereo imagery.

. Conclusion
. ICT is undoubtedly an innovation with broad

applications across the whole field of audio.
It is hard to judge the worth of ICT in this
design, however, because the quantity and/or

quality of the bass overshadows the perfor-
mance of the novel treble diaphragm.
Nonetheless, the /IC130 remains is a lot of
speaker for the money. pue

HOW IT COMPARES

THE LAB REPORT

This tall floorstander is equipped with two reflex-loaded mid/bass units and
topped-off with a (sealed) ICT unit, which features the distinctive bullet-
shaped termination which acts as a horn load for the ICT treble dome. This
technology is behind an unusual HF impedance trend, which climbs away
beyond 60 Ohms (yes, 60!), where dynamic phase angles approaching +35
degrees should not prove troublesome.

The construction of the ICT tweeter, and its phase plug in particular, is
responsible for a sharp seven-kHz axial dip, which recovers between ten to
15 kHz, only to fall off again thereafter. The off-axis response is somewhat
smoother, but it’s this change in response that prompts such a poor showing
in the ‘off-axis uniformity’ category (5).

There are bigger bugs in the bass department, where GLL's damping of the
81 Hz port resonance encourages the extended output of a traditional sealed-
box system, trading some low-frequency reinforcement for a gentler second-
order roll-off by way of compensation. Sadly, this extended LF is not particu-
larly clean, suffering two to three percent THD where 0.5-0.7 per cent would
be more appropriate. If GLL could reduce this figure, | believe it would go a
long way to address our criticisms of the /C130’s overpowering bass. pvi

[l EASE OF DRIVE 14%
] RELATIVE LOUDNESS -31%
E] MAXIMUM LOUDNESS -9%
] AUDIBLE DISTORTION -75%
[ OFF-AXIS UNIFORMITY _ -88%

HI-FI CHOICE DECEMBER 1996




WHAT HI*FI? ***** WHAT Hi-Fi? Sept *95

@ cambridge audo

 —
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THE UK’S BEST SELLING AMPLIFIER NOW AT£79 9 5
Al Integrated Amplifier

“The most remarkable thing about this amp is the sound.”” WHAT Hi-F1? May ’96

“...a bargain piece of hi-fi with a magic all of its own.
...The Al is strong and effortless with a wide range of equipment.

Soundly built, it’s a bargain.” - WHAT Hi-F1? Sept ’95
compatibility x x x4k build X kx4 % sound xkxk*x* value *kk**x
Reviewed at £99.95 now available at only £79.95!

WHAT HI*FI? ***** WHAT Hi-F1? June *96

® Ay DHidde audo
-

Winner of WHAT Hi-F1?’s ‘Must Have’ Award 1996

DACMAGIC 2 mk2 DIA Converter £149.95
“High-end sound for bargain money? Must have one..

- WHAT Hi-F1? Awards ’96

“The Dacmagic 2 mk2 is extremely good.”

‘“...the Cambridge, while retaining the detail and control,

gives anything you play a kick in the knickers.”

“The Cambridge is phenomenal value.” - WHAT Hi-Fi? June ’96

Reviewed at £199.95 now available at £149.95

@ Ccaonbridge audo

Available exclusively through Richer Sounds stores nationwide.

Freephone 0500 10 11 12 for a catalogue.

Designed and Engineered in London, England.




LOUDSPEAKERS

Monitor Audio /03PMC

onitor Audio has long been known

for turning out some of the prettiest

woodwork imaginable, and this

Rosemah-veneered compact floor-
stander is no exception. Exactly what a
Rosemah tree is, I'm not sure — it probably
comes from the land where fish have fingers
and corn grows in flakes. Whatever, it's got
to be about the finest surface finish around,
and that's reflected in a price premium of
£100 over the black version.

This £800/£900 703 PMC is the third
model up a four-strong range, the smallest of
which was covered earlier this year (issue
152). Although the two differ considerably
in size and shape, they actually have a great
deal in common, notably the cast-frame
metal diaphragm drivers. These are very
classy affairs indeed, although the gilt ano-
dising might be a bit OTT for some tastes
(and the grille is better avoided).

Like a number of other compact floor-
standers, the whole of the internal box
volume is too large for ideal working with the
main driver, and the lower section is blanked
off. A small inspection hatch allows ballast
to be added here. Spikes are fitted directly
into the bottom panel, so the fore-and-aft
footprint is limited.

Bass extension is similarly constrained,

SOUND % kK k7
VALUE % %k o3
PrucE  Prom £800
A Fine midband projection, with loads of detail and good
focus; excellent cabinetwork.
W Abit pricey for the ingredients; up-front sound can
become fatiguing.
B Monitor Audio Ltd, Unit 34, Clifton Rd, Cambridge CB1 4ZW

@ (01223) 242898

THE LAB REPORT

This charismatic loudspeaker is both reasonably sensitive and efficient, for
although our measured figure of 87.9 dB/one-metre is somewhat lower than
MA's optimistic 90 dB, at least this has been achieved without recourse to a
current-hungry impedance trend. In reality, the 703 PMC is fairly easy to drive,
with LF phase angles well controlled and a load limited to a mere 6.9 Ohms
minimum at 210 Hz and an average figure of 10.5 Ohms.

rolling off rapidly below 50Hz on our in- :
room measurements. These show that the :
happiest position for the 703 is well clear of :
room boundaries, whereupon it delivers a :

remarkably flat and smooth balance, right

- up through the treble, albeit with a more
. rapid roll-off than usual in the treble as well
. as the bass. Unusually — perhaps controver-
. sially — the crossover network involves a

measure of equalisation to ‘peak up’ the
main driver output just prior to the (highish)

. 4kHz electrical crossover point.

Sound Quality
. The listening panel was pretty impressed by

the 703, with every listener rating it average
or better, although the level of enthusiasm
did vary. The even-handedness and neutrality
was widely appreciated, and the midband is
very well handled, bringing plenty of well-
focused fine detail to voices in particular.

However, the sound is also a bit small
and mid-dominant — as one panellist put it:
“A safe loudspeaker... easy on the ear, but |
want it to let go and try harder.” The hands-
on work raised some additional question
marks. The balance is very well suited to
playing at modest levels, with the slight for-
wardness helping detail intelligibility. Start
turning up the volume, though, and the
experience becomes less comfortable. An
initially attractive top-end ‘sheen’ starts to
become a bit of aglare, and dynamics begin
to sound a little congested.

Conclusion

The 703 is well suited to smaller rooms,
and is particularly effective when operating
at modest levels, with splendid midband
coherence and clear, clean, well-projected
detail — a rare strength, which demands

EJ EASE OF DRIVE

F] RELATIVE LOUDNESS
E] maxiMuMm LOUDNESS
I} AUDIBLE DISTORTION
[ oFF-AXIS UNIFORMITY

However, the 703 does show an additional and unexpected dip near the
crossover point at 2.6 kHz, where the phase angle also switches abruptly from
-22 to +10 degrees. The impedance is still above eight Ohms here, but this
switch does match-up with a series of irregular-looking peaks through the
speaker’s upper-midband, where distortion, and particularly third, fourth and

fifth harmonics, increase to around two per cent. This will undoubtedly add a
little ‘hardness’ to its sound.

Otherwise, the 703PMC’s extreme treble seems to die-away beyond 15 kHz
or so. In reality, this is merely the lull before the storm (inaudible though it is)
of the metal tweeter’s dome resonance, which peaks abruptly
at 25-27 kHz. Bass, meanwhile, is augmented via a fairly sharp, high-Q 52 Hz
port resonance. Pvi

HI-FI CHOICE

HOW IT COMPARES

recognition by Recommendation. Though
the price may be high for the engineering
content involved, the finish and presentation
are well ahead of the pack, too. pue

64%
21%
26%
-45%
-6%
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LOUDSPEAKERS

Neat Mystique

eat Acoustics is a small County

Durham operation that keeps a pretty

low profile, but has nevertheless cre-

ated something of a cult reputation
with the small but pricey Petite. Those two
adjectives don’t apply to this Mystique,
which is a handsome, real-wood-veneered
floorstander. It's unquestionably one of the
best lookers in our group, but sells for a com-
petitive £575 in black. The cherry wood
variation costs £650.

Neat by name and nature: clean lines are
the reason the Mystique looks so good. No
attempt has been made to cover up the drive
units, so they're tidily recessed into the baf-
fle, and there are no unsightly mounting lugs
to give a half-finished ‘something-is-missing’
impression. Veneer covers all five visible
faces, and each edge has been precisely
rounded to soften the look and feel. The
whole thing is mounted on a chunky little
plinth, which is painted to match the wood-
work. This provides secure mounting and a
decent footprint for the floorspikes.

The enclosure is wider than its depth,
which is perhaps not the current fashion, but
does allow a decent-sized main driver to be
used, and keeps the box volume
modest. The fashion for floorstanders can

SOUND %%k k3%

VALUE sk kkit

PRICE  From £575

A Fine voicing, a handsome cabinet and an easy-going
sound with good scale.

Sensitivity is below average and the dynamics are a
bit lazy.

Neat Acoustics, Unit 1a, Stainton Grove Ind Est,
Barnard Castle, Co Durham DL12 8U)

(01833) 631021

P X «

. wooden panel. No links are provided, in

sponse measurements were made until
¢ the design had been finalised, so it's
: maybe surprising to find the Mystique
. delivering a fine in-room balance, pro-
. vided it's kept clear of walls. Good bass
. extension and alignment are achieved

. the overall trend is very good, there’s a
- certain amount of unevenness, too.

Sound Quality
. The majority of our listeners warmed to
. the Mystique sound, although there

. the ratings and plant seeds of doubt in

. those who took against this inoffensive-
: their criticisms, while its supporters
. enjoyed the easygoing and natural
. coherence of its music making.

: band, which manages to sound clear,
: to unnatural forwardness. Decent

. bass weight and extension give a

: good sense of scale and a generous

: admitted that dynamics are a little lazy.

give too great a box volume for many drivers,

and Neat blanks off the lower 190mm of the :
enclosure, suggesting it can be filled with :
. ballast, leaving an acoustically active volume

of 16.5 litres — similar to a medium-sized
bookshelf model. The rear panel is fitted
with a small port, plus two pairs of 4mm
sockets mounted through a recessed

order to encourage bi-wiring.
Neat’s leaflet claims that no re-

at some cost to sensitivity, and while

were enough dissenters to haul down

the reviewer's mind. This is very much
a try-before-you-buy proposition, as

looking speaker were quite strong in

The main strength lies in the voice

detailed and open, without resorting

sound stage, although it has to be

Conclusion
Not to every taste perhaps, the Mystique is,
nonetheless, an easy speaker to like, with
fine voice reproduction and a natural and
relaxing musicality. Sensitivity is modest,
but the real-wood box looks most attractive,
and the whole thing represents solid
value at £650. pwe

THE LAB REPORT

The art of loudspeaker design is often something of a compromise. In this case,
Neat Acoustics has traded a decrease in sensitivity (and maximum loudness)
for a consistent off-axis response and a nominal eight Ohms impedance, which
drops to a thoroughly innocuous 6.5 Ohms at 175 Hz. So the Mystique, rather
like the Epos £S12, will never blow ornaments off the shelf, but neither, | might
add, will it cook your amplifier.

Neat’s bass/mid unit appears to feature a large voice coil and is reflex-
loaded via a small rear-firing port, to yield a broad, low-Q reinforcement
centred on a fairly low 35 Hz. The upper bass and midband is somewhat
smoother in appearance, but does droop towards what | assume is the
crossover point at around three kHz, before a bumpy-looking treble takes over.

Distortion, under dynamic conditions, registers as a moderate 0.4 to one
per cent across the audioband, although a ‘glitch’ in the impedance curve at
290 Hz corresponds to a very obvious cabinet panel resonance — a ‘buzz’
that’s easily excited by applying a swept tone to the loudspeaker. Whether this
is a design or QC issue is uncertain, but either way, Neat should address
what could be a potential problem area. pvi

HI-FI CHOICE

HOW IT COMPARES

El EASE OF DRIVE 41%
Fl RELATIVE LOUDNESS  -84%
E] MAXIMUM LOUDNESS -46%
I3 AUDIBLE DISTORTION  25%

3 OFF-AXIS UNIFORMITY 83%

2]
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Arcam @ Audiolab @ Marantz @ Mission @ NAD @ REL @ Yamaha

Real hi-h people

The Superfi branch in Camden is the place in London to buy hi-fi. Knowledgable staff, excellent

demonstration facilities, massive stocks and the best prices guaranteed make Superfi unbeatable.

If you don't live near a Superfi branch phone
the mail order hotline for a fast, efficient

service or send us an E-mail (address below).

SAVE £200

£1399.95 SAVE £220

i

@ Marantz CD63l @ Denon DF10 @ Technics SLPG380 @® Marantz CD67

KJ Signature
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@ Audiolab 8000A @ Claim Free @ Technics @ Arcam Alpha 7
@ B&tW CDM2 speakers Mission731i or KEF Coda 7 SUABQQ Il amplifier amplifier
@ 2 x 5m Audioquest Type 4 cable speakers with speaker stands @ Celestion DL4 or Wharfedale @ Mission 732 speakers
(inc. plugs), Apollo AZ speaker and cables. Modus 1 speakers @ FREE Yamaha KX390

stands (fully welded, sand filled)
and Monster Interconnect 500

cassette deck

£499.95 FREE SENNHEISER HD 475 HEADPHONES

FREE DENON TU 260 TUNER

MAIL ORDER HOTLINE O171 388 1300
2-4 Camden High Street, Camden 0171 388 1300 Car parking at the rear of the building

London

real people
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0121 631 2675 01332 360303 0113 244 9075 0171 388 1300 0115 941 2137 01782 265010
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01522 520265 0161 835 1156 0114 272 3768 01902 772901
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EASY 2
PAY §

Easy Ways To Pay In Store Interest Free Credit A full Two Year  Mail Order Hotline We'll beat any price We Repair Home Cinema Superfi E-Mail on
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LOUDSPEAKERS

PMC IB1

he epithet ‘monitor’ must be one of the

most misused words in the hi-fi lexi-

con, so an operation that calls itself

‘The Professional Monitor Company’ is
liable to start alarm bells ringing. However,
the last time | spoke to one of its principals,
he was jetting off to the film studios in LA,
where the company’s full-size, active-drive
monitors are busy mixing the latest block-
buster soundtracks. Cred assured.

PMC, as it's now called, was founded a
few years ago, and Choice examined two
upmarket pro-oriented models back in
‘92/'93, with fine results. This £476 TB1,
however, is primarily aimed at

the domestic hi-fi market. There are obvious

. cost savings in most areas, while the shape

and presentation also fit our domestic stereo-

. types better. But at least two key PMC fea-
. tures have been retained: the TB1 is a stand-
© mount speaker, and the enclosure is a varia-
. tion on the transmission-line theme.

Presentation is attractive enough, in a
rather sober, understated way, with real-
wood veneer around the wrap, and a tex-

. tured charcoal-grey finish to frontand back. :

A large transmission-line-type port is set into

the back, along with a pair of terminals for :
(optional) bi-wire connection. The main :
driver has a cast-frame and doped-paper

cone 125mm in diameter.

: The room measurements tend to favour :
. free-space siting, but under these conditions
. the midband (250Hz-1kHz) is rather pro- :
minent. Close-to-wall positioning
helps match up the
bass and midrange a bit :
better, but correspond- :
ingly leaves the treble :
looking rather obviously

depleted.

Sound Quality

TB1 (Instant Systems,
ambivalent listening test
appointing, but quite

explicable in context.

tage under our controlled conditions,
depending somewhat on the character of the
preceding model. Subsequent hands-on

Having recently been
very impressed by the

HFC 157), the rather :

results were a little dis- :

This speaker has a very ‘laid back’ :
balance, which seems to act as a disadvan- :

ON TEST

SOUND s %k % &%
VALUE %ok kok
PRICE £476
A Impressively coherent and tidy, with a wide and
broad dynamic range.
W Abit too laid back for its own good, perhaps; bass
could be smoother.
B The Professional Monitor Company, Unit 72, Hazelemere
Industrial Estate, Welwyn Garden City, Herts. AL7 1BD
@ (01707) 393002

experiments showed that precise positioning
is quite critical, and that the locations used
during the blind testing were a little too close
to the wall.

Adjusting to the TB1's character and get-
ting it correctly placed may take a little time,
but are well worth the effort. The end result
remains determinedly laid back and under-
stated, and may not have quite enough
impact for some tastes, especially when
playing at low levels. However, it has a rare
ability to create a well-ordered and precisely
layered soundstage, with fine top-to-bottom
coherence and a wide, clean and unusually
consistent dynamic range. Crank up the vol-
ume and it just gets louder, stays tidy and
becomes increasingly convincing, without
ever becoming hard — reminding one that
studio speakers are accustomed to heavy-
handed treatment.

Conclusion

The TB1 is maybe a little too inclined to hide
its light under a laid-back balance, but the
more one perseveres, the greater the
reward, and the more one comes to appreci-
ate the speaker’s professional heritage and
fine dynamic range. An obvious Best Buy —
play it loud and enjoy. rme

HOW IT COMPARES

THE LAB REPORT

Judging by the bargraph, PMC's TBI seems fairly representative of the
‘average’ loudspeaker within this group. Its 0.4-0.9 per cent distortion across
the audioband (96 dBA), and healthy 104-105 dBA maximum SPL (dynamic
conditions, three per cent THD), are right on the nail, but there’s more to define
the TB1's ‘character’.

Specifically, PMC uses a metal-dome tweeter with protective phase plate,
above a doped-paper bass/mid unit, which is reflex-loaded via a short, chubby
transmission line (what PMC calls transflex-loading). The large, foam-plugged
box-section port at the rear of the enclosure is sufficiently resistive to mod-
ify the fourth-order bass alignment, encouraging a broad, low-Q output cen-
tred on 51 Hz — thoroughly sensible for a box of this modest size.

An additional resonance on the impedance curve at 185 Hz fails to com-
plicate the reactive component of the 7BI's load, which remains within
15 degrees below eight Ohms. The response features a ‘warming’ influence up
to 200 Hz, beyond which there’s a steady loss in output through the mid and
lower treble before a boost beyond five kHz. Hence our computed sensitivity
of 86.8 dB/one metre/2.83 V is a little short of the claimed 89 dB. Pui
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LOUDSPEAKERS

Polk RT16

merican speaker brands have such a

big home market to supply, export

becomes a relatively low priority. Polk

has been one of the biggest players on
the US scene for many years, but is a rela-
tive newcomer to the UK, and is still in the
process of building up its profile.

That the company is a formidable force is
clear from the extent of its vast range. That it
is also able to offer decent material value is
evident from this large floorstanding RT16,
which costs a substantial £800, but which
is also considerably larger and heavier than
any of the other models assembled here.

Are speakers born and raised in the US of
A really suited to the UK environment?
Probably, but for some reason | always seem
to get sent the largest — and arguably, least
suitable — models in the range. The RT16
has no fewer than six smaller RT-series
brothers. It’s no coincidence that leading UK
brands are often reluctant to have their
largest models reviewed here; they expect
to sell these models mainly in overseas
markets, where lounges tend to be larger.

Big and heavy, it is; pretty, it is not. The
vinyl pseudo-wood is particularly uncon-
vincing, as well as difficult to overlook. Two
fair-size main drivers operate in tandem,

SOUND % ¥ kYo
VALUE ek ki

= (01727) 827311

© loaded by the large box and similarly gener- :
: ous port, cunningly built into a plinth,
. spaced apart from the main box. Said plinth :

and the cabinet top are shaped to add a

. touch of styling, but are fighting something

of a losing battle against this big box.

The in-room balance is interesting in sev- :
. eral respects, showing fine bass extension as
. well as high sensitivity, and a mostly flat, :
- broad midband 200Hz-5kHz, which is :
: somewhat uneven around the lowish :
. crossover point (1.5kHz electrical). The :
. problems are that the bass (40kHz-150Hz) :
. is too strong, even clear of walls, and the :

tweeter starts to struggle a bit above 6kHz.

: Sound Quality :
. The overweight bass was bound to dominate
. panellist reactions, and undoubtedly con-
¢ tributed to a below-average overall ranking.
. There was also criticism of a rather ‘up-front’ :
: upper midband and ‘scratchy’ treble, so it :
. might be said the sound is somewhat cos- :
: metically challenged. :

However, the news isn't by any means all

: bad. Half the panel found the RTI6 rather :
entertaining, despite its peculiarities. :
There's a dynamic effortlessness and head- :
room, which sets it apart from the pack, :
: while the dynamic range is wider and
cleaner than most, too. It's not really sweet :
enough to make the most of classical mater- :

ial, but spinning The Prodigy Experience

Arguably it's too big for most UK rooms, but if :

you want to hold your own private rave,

and/or annoy the neighbours with the latest
blockbuster video, this is still the speaker to
do it. What the RT16 may lack in subtlety, it
makes up for with a healthy dose of gusto and
infectious enthusiasm. pwe

PRICE  £800 was quite a revelation, positively encourag- :
A High sensitivity and loudness capability, plus plenty ing the liberal application of volume, with :
of gusto and enthusiasm. . : the high sensitivity permitting serious sound :
v :v",“':o':::ss and not enough treble gives a rich, pressure levels without serious discomfort. polkaudio
B2 Polk Audio UK, Tyttenhanger House, Coursers Rd, .
St Albans AL4 0PG Conclusion

>>

HOW IT COMPARES

THE LAB REPORT

This huge floorstanding loudspeaker conceals a large, downward-firing reflex
port, whose broad low-Q output is centred around a sensible 39 Hz, and lends
its two bass/mid drivers a fourth-order LF alignment. The combined driver-
in-box resonance at 65 Hz is far sharper, but it’s not linked to some small dis-
continuities in the impedance trend at 155 Hz and 204 Hz, or, indeed, to the
cone/surround mistermination at 440 Hz, where there’s also a +28 degree
phase angle.

The average load represented by the R716 amounts to 7.6 Ohms, with
minima of 3.8 Ohms in the bass, which amounts to one of the tougher drives
in this test. A low-impedance load often goes hand-in-hand with a high
sensitivity, and here the RT16 is no exception, with its thunderous 91.3 dB/one
metre/2.83 V measured performance, equivalent to a maximum SPL of some
110 dBA in the average room! Hence the easy-sounding dynamics.

Distortion is also low at typically 0.3-0.45 per cent across the audionand
at 96 dBA — a level that obviously causes far greater stress to the less sensi-
tive models in our survey. Oodles of SPLis the RT16's trademark, for its lumpy-
looking response — with peaks throughout the mid and treble — suggest a far
from neutral sound. pwi
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68%
44%
19%

[l EASE OF DRIVE

F] RELATIVE LOUDNESS
E] mAXiMUM LOUDNESS
] AUDIBLE DISTORTION
[ oFF-AXIS UNIFORMITY

HI-FI CHOICE DECEMBER 1996 85




“ Fine build quality,
a sweet sound
and super styling.”

WHAT HI-FI? on QUAD, November 1995

audlio«l

BASINGSTOKE

LonDoN sT

4 Fethers Lane
Tel: (01256) 24311

Tues-Sat 9-5.30
Easy parking near

40/42 Albion Street
el: (01242) 583960

Tues-Fri 9.30-6 Sat 9.30-5.30
Easy parking near

W. HAMPSTEAD

190 West End Lane,
London NW6
Tel: 0171-794 7848

éi‘éﬁ’f V. alye SOUHJ b Vs10n RTINS

P 30 Years 0ld - Audio T is one of the oldest and
most respected hi-fi retailers in the world.

» We're Authorised Dealers for all the products we
stock and have factory trained staff who know what
they're talking about.

P Demonstrations - All our shops have single
speaker dem rooms and all but two have a separate
Home Cinema studio.

P PX - We're happy to take your old, working,
equipment off your hands if you don't want to sell it
yourself (although you'll do better if you do).

p Exchanges & Upgrades - You can change goods
within 7 days if they are in perfect condition. You can
also upgrade to more expensive products within 30
days at no charge.

»> Interest Free Credit is available on selected items.
p E. Mail & the Webh - We are contactable on
“hifi@audio-t.co.uk” and on the web at “http://
www.audio-t.co.uk” where you'll find our full sale list
regularly updated.

p Guarantees - a full 3 year guarantee on all new hi-
fi separates. Mini Systems, Video & TV are 2 years.
p We're friendly and un-intimidating, we can arrange
home dems and home loans (subject to status) and
we install equipment foc if required.

“See our monthly special offers list on our
Web pages or in What Hi-Fi every month”

HOME DEALERS ASSOCIATION
CINENTAR- -
\J—SpECIALIST
Main Brands: Acoustic Energy, Arcam, Atacama, Audiolab, B&W,
Cable Talk, Celestion, Cyrus, Denon, Dynaudio, KEF, Kenwood,
Linn, Marantz, Meridian, Micromega, Mission, Monitor Audio,
Mordaunt-Short, NAD, Naim, Pioneer, Quad, Rega, REL, Rotel,
Royd, Sennheiser, Tannoy, Technics, Trichord, Yamaha.
Not all products are stocked by every shop.

CE PROMISE

e know you won'’t find better service.

® We know you won't find a better sound.

® But if you find a better price, let us know and
as long as we can verify it we’ll be happy to
match it. Plus you will still get our 3 YEAR
Guarantee*.

* 2 Year on TV/Video/Mini Systems ¢ 1 Year on Portables

OXFORD

19 Old High St.,
Headington
Tel: (01865) 65961

Tues-Fri 10-6 Sat 9.30-6
Thurs eve open late until 8
Easy parking at rear

ENFIELD

159a Chase Side,
Enfield, Middx
Tel: 0181-367 3132

Tues-Fri 9.30-6 Sat 9.30-5.30
Customer Car Park at rear

442-444 Cranbrook
Rd. Gants Hill, liford
Tel: 0181-518 0915

Tues/Thurs/Fri 10 -7
Wed/Sat 9.30 - 5.50
Easy Parking Near

SWINDON

60 Fleet St., Swindon
Tel: (01793) 538222

Tues-Sat 9.30- 6
Easy Parking Near

READING
i
H

4 Queens Walk,
Broad Street Mall
Tel: 0118 958 5463

Tues-Sat 9-5.30
Car Park over Broad Street Mall

(" Mission Quite Possible
Welcome Agent Audiophile

Your mission, should you choose to accept it,
is to contact C%Vudse ©Hasters and order
the folowing item:-

Musical Fidelity
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Connected between your CD player and amplifier,

the X10D gives you that warm but detailed sound
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contains the very latest in valve technology!
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true bargain.
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LOUDSPEAKERS

QLN Qubic 222

can recall reviewing some QLN speakers

many years ago: little pyramid affairs

from Sweden, quite possibly built from

depleted uranium given their massive
weights and price-tags. (Archivists can
check out issues 78 and 82.) QLN disap-
peared from the UK scene for a while, but
now it's back with a new distributor and a
very different kind of product.

The £400 Qubic 222 looks like the
stereotypical budget floorstander, which is
fair enough since it's been around for several
years. It's almost totally devoid of embellish-
ment, and must go down as one of the least
attractive-looking speakers on the market.
The excuse, of course, is that you're paying
for the sound and engineering rather than
expensive, frilly bits, which is entirely valid
in a Volvo sort of way.

Hair-shirt presentation, however, is
backed up by solid and generous engineer-
ing. The drivers certainly weren't found in
the bargain basement, and the box feels
very solid indeed. There's even a separate
plinth to reinforce the base and secure the
spikes, although one of these started to
come away and had to be re-secured with
heftier screws.

| would suggest removing the thick-
framed grille, even if it does mean putting up

SOUND %k ko

VALUE k% k&

PRICE  £400
A Fine material value, and an impressively even and
well-mannered sound.

Styling by default, and a sound that lacks brio and
mid transparency.
QLN (UK) Ltd, Unit 7 Aber Pk Ind Est, Flint, Clwyd CH6 5EX
(01352) 730251

B0 <

with several square feet of textured black

and a couple of surface-mount drivers. The :

rear panel accommodates a large port and

a single-terminal pair. There's no bi-
wiring option here, because the 222 is :
© (very) unusual in using a series rather than :

parallel network.

The large port implies, and the room
measurements confirmed, that the 222 is
best kept clear of walls. | fully concur with
QLN's suggestion that it is best suited to
larger rooms, since the bass is always a little
strong in our 65-square metre listening
room, although elsewhere the balance is
impressively smooth and even.

Sound Quality

One day I'm going to find a speaker that
scores a straight average five out of ten from
every panellist. The 222 came incredibly
close, receiving that said score from five out
of the six of us. Which, for the least expen-
sive speaker in our group, is quite a result.

: But do we really want an ‘average’ loud-

speaker? I'm not sure. To quote one panel-
list's summary: “Nothing desperately wrong,

: yet | can't find anything to enthuse about.
. Does that make it boring?”

The sound is big and generous, but the

bass excess tends to thicken and cloud the
: issue somewhat, while the upper midband
. is also a bit shut in and congested, with a

slightly ‘cupped hand’ coloration. However,

i the sound is very even throughout, with well-
. ordered perspectives, and if the absence of
: undesirable artefacts is something of a neg-
. ative virtue, it's still an important factor.

Conclusion
No question, the Qubic 222 offers a lot of
very competent loudspeaker for a very

reasonable £400. The bass alignment is
better suited to larger rooms, although the
mild excess will be welcomed by some
users. The sound elsewhere is very well
behaved, if not the most exciting or invigo-
rating around. pue

HOW IT COMPARES

THE LAB REPORT

In perfect accord with the listening tests, the QLN turns-in a fairly ‘average’
set of measurements. On the one hand, this tall and slim floorstander is
endowed with a very generous bass, reinforced by the reflex loading of its 6.5
inch bass/mid unit via a large rear-firing port. This is tuned to a very low 39
Hz, and causes a ‘hump’ in the bass response that’s followed by further
‘humps’, from 800 Hz to three kHz and three kHz to nine kHz across the mid
and treble respectively. Then again, irregular though it is, at least the response
remains reasonably consistent over a wide listening axis.

Impedance falls below six Ohms from 110 Hz-350 Hz, but with a minimum

[} EASE OF DRIVE 7%
F] RELATIVE LOUDNESS -16%
E] mAXximuMm LOUDNESS -5%
[ AUDIBLE DISTORTION 31%
[ OFF-AXIS UNIFORMITY  30%

of 4.9 Ohms at 210 Hz and an average of 9.8 Ohms, the 222 turns out to be an
easier load than QLN’s own literature might suggest. The 88.5 dB sensitivity
is also a little lower than QLN suggests but is still perfectly generous, while
distortion, ranging from 0.6 per cent in the bass to just 0.25 per cent in the
treble, is really rather good at dynamic levels approaching 96 dBA. With such
inherent low levels of coloration, the 222 could be on the verge of greater
things, should its bass be taken firmly in hand. pmi
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LOUDSPEAKERS

Roksan R0OKone

ON TEST

oksan has never been a speaker special- : on top of a stand, and at least some distance W

ist, and even though it has only intro- : out from the wall, the visu;l impact of the SOUND Ak kst

duced a handful of speakers over the : handsome black veneer will be consider- | | gazue & & *vric

years, all have been notably innovative. able. In bulk terms, it's more than half as big | | PricE £600
The company is now part of the Centralforce : again as the other stand-mount speakers in : | A A fine musical communicator with decent dynamics
group, alongside Mission, Quad and : this test, and the acoustic volume is compa- and dynamic range.
Wharfedale, but the large-bookshelf-sized  rable with some of the floorstanders. 'V Sound balance is rather uneven, and mid/top is a bit
£600 ROKone speaker carries many typical The enclosure is narrow but deep, the : = ;°'°"'°d' . :

. . . . ; oksan, Stonehill, Huntingdon PE18 6ED
Roksan hallmarks. Even if it does embody = more so because the main driveris mounted = | g (01480) 431577
less ambitious engineering than floorstanding : slightly ahead of the box proper. A chunky :
predecessors like the Darius. ring spacer serves the interests of time- :
ROKone might be a stand-mount, but it's : aligning the drivers and aiding main driver | Sound Quality

no shrinking violet. By the time
you get it installed

off-axis distribution. The driver layout is :

unusual, too, with the tweeter being almost
in the middle of the baffle, above the main
driver but below a generous port.

The Morel-sourced main driver has a
115mm plastic cone/dome
diaphragm, a

by acoustic foam, and a
figure-eight brace fur-
ther stiffens an already

wire terminals are fitted,

is vestigial in

high 5kHz (electrical).

the treble a little uneven. Close to a wall, the

" midbass became too strong as well as more
. isolated from the rest.

THE LAB REPORT

EJ EASE OF DRIVE

large
diameter voice coil, and :
is magnetically shielded, :
while the tweeter is a :
soft-fabric dome. Inter- :
nal damping is supplied :

very solid enclosure. Bi- :

although the crossover :
the :
extreme — just a single :
capacitor to bring in the
tweeter, at an unusually :

The room responses 5
were rather uneven. Clear of :
walls, the bass was dry, the mid forward and :

Although | rather liked the ROKone in the
panel tests, most of the rest of the panel
were ambivalent (or worse), and the net
result came out rather below average.
Reactions were often contradictory, so it was
difficult to summarise accurately.

A lack of bottom-end consistency seems
to be one problem, and there were also
complaints about colorations in the mid and
treble. But some liked the mid-forwardness
and praised the dynamic expressiveness and
subtle voice reproduction.

Some of that same ambivalence carried
through into the hands-on work. | found the
ROKone very articulate, informative and
enjoyable when listening at low levels,
which is usually a good sign, but as the vol-
ume was increased, the colorations seemed
to become more intrusive. However, the
entertainment value remained high through-
out, bolstered by decent dynamics and
dynamic range.

Conclusion

This is a speaker with character. It won't
have universal appeal, but might just be the
‘one you're looking for’. Musical values
come through very well indeed, but the cos-
metics of the sound are a little untidy. pme

- HOW IT COMPARES

-23%

>

Just for once, it’s refreshing to encounter a speaker whose practical sensitiv-
ity (89 dB/one metre/2.83 V) is actually higher than its manufacturer’s spec-
ification (88 dB). The reason behind this, however, is arguably less glorious.
Specifically, the axial response of the ROKone is very irregular, suffering a
broad notch around one kHz where Roksan will measure its sensitivity. By con-
trast, both the upper bass and midrange are reinforced; the former implying
that a free-mounted position will be preferable.

There’s another notch through the five to six kHz crossover region, where
the two drivers are not completely integrated and yet, beyond this, the high
treble is both even and extended. Ironically, the off-axis response is a little
smoother, so, even though this is represented as a ‘non-uniformity’ by our bar-
graph, the ROKone is best auditioned toed-inwards.

Atthe other frequency extreme, Roksan’s undamped port is tuned to a fairly
sharp 40 Hz, while bass distortion is just a little below average, at typically
one per cent. Otherwise, the average load over the full 20 Hz-20 kHz band
works out at a moderately low 7.4 Ohms (with a minimum of just 5.3 Ohms at
280Hz). Therefore, the ROKone still justifies its nominal eight Ohms rating. pPwi

74%
13%
-59%
-55%

F] RELATIVE LOUDNESS
E] MAXIMUM LOUDNESS
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] oFF-AXIS UNIFORMITY
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LOUDSPEAKERS

Royd Doublet

f the half-a-dozen Royds Choice has

reviewed over the past half a dozen

years, the vast majority have been so-

called miniatures, with small bass/mid
drivers operating into seven-litre enclosures.
Such speakers normally require stands, but
not the radical little Minstrel (a Best Buy in
issue 135), which is probably the smallest
floorstander ever to grace my pock-marked
floorboards. And where the £250 Minstrel
led, this £450 Doublet follows as a double-
dose variation.

It's a slightly curious shape, being narrow,
quite tall, yet very shallow, and if it does look
a bit odd at first sight, the fact that it's so
slim from every direction brings a measure
of elegant discretion to the party. The shape
has much to do with finding room for the
driver array, and getting it off the ground.
There are two of Royd'’s tiny but classy main
drivers here, mounted above and below a
high-quality soft-dome tweeter. Each main
driver uses a cast frame held by eight bolts,
and a heavily hand-doped paper cone. The
inside of the box is divided by a horizontal
steel plate below the tweeter, the back of
which is met by a vertical panel up from the
base, creating a separate seven-litre chamber
for each driver, port loaded from the side.

SOUND ok %k vr
VALUE % % s kook
PRUCE  £450
A Lively dynamics and fine timing; very informative and
lots of fun.
W Abit treble-bright for some; some unevenness adds a
bit of coloration.
B9 Royd Loudspeaker Co Ltd., Unit B2, Stafford Park 15,
Telford, Shropshire, TT3 3BB
@ (01952) 290700

i The whole thing sits on a chunky little lami- :
: nated MDF plinth, fitted with three even
: hunkier (M8) spikes. Build is quite excep-
i tional throughout, and real-wood finishes
:arean optional extra.

The in-room balance suggests that the
. Doublet should be kept clear of walls,
. whereupon it delivers a decent overall bal-
© ance, with considerably more bass output
. than the Minstrel. The balance is not partic-
. ularly smooth, though, peaking up around

1-15kHz and then becoming decidedly

© uneven over the next couple of octaves. The
. relative treble level is higher than average.

. Sound Quality :
© My own reaction to the Doublet was rather :
¢ unpromising, but the rest of the panel was
© there to set me right, voting this a joint ‘best :
© of the day'. Like the balance, the sonic per- :
: formance is a bit uneven, and the mixture :
- will never win universal acclaim, but happily,

the plusses easily outweigh the minusses.
The bass end is mostly impressive, with

© fine timing, differentiation and power, but
: some unevenness and limited genuine

weight. Dynamic range is good, and the
sound is commendably free from clogging
and congestion, so stereo images are well
formed, with good depth and fine resolution

. of subtle musical textures. Voices are a bit

coloured and uncouth, which can be a mite

distracting, and the brightness is not always
. welcome, but the whole thing remains lively,
. very informative and busy, if a bit untidy, too.

: Conclusion

© With fine engineering and value for money,
. this is the best ‘bigger’ Royd to date, retain-
:ing the charm of the familiar babies but with
. added dynamic zest and bass weight. pue

ON TEST

HOW IT COMPARES

THE LAB REPORT

Slim it may be, but Royd’s Doublet still packs a punch, thanks to its 89.9 dB
sensitivity. However, as we can see from the bargraph, this high sensitivity is RELATIVE LOUDNESS  82%
at least partially achieved by recourse to low-impedance loading. Even with E]l maxiMum LOUDNESS  18%
its low-frequency system resonances providing peaks in impedance, the [] AUDIBLE DISTORTION _ 25% %
average impedance of the Doublet between 20 Hz to 20 kHz is still just | [E] OFF-AXiS UNIFORMITY  12% |8
6.1 Ohms, including a broad dip from 150-360 Hz, where it falls to 3.95 Ohms.
Amplifiers with a stiff power supply (with the emphasis on current delivery
rather than just high power output) will suit the Doublet.
Two long, narrow gauge ports are mounted in the side of the cabinet, giv-
ing the user some flexibility in speaker placement, although I'd recommend
you begin your experiments with the ports facing inwards. Of arguably greater
distraction, however, is the abrupt increase in distortion (up to three per cent)
suffered at bass frequencies under entirely realistic, dynamic conditions (re.
96 dBA). As a whole, the Doublet's response is fairly lumpy. This is especially
so through the three to four kHz crossover region, where a broad three to four
dB loss in output suggests the units could be better integrated, particularly as
the tweeter picks-up quite strongly beyond seven to eight kHz or so. pwi

u EASE OF DRIVE -76%
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LOUDSPEAKERS

Spendor 2030

pendor is best known for its profes-

sional monitoring loudspeakers, and

the BBC tradition out of which they

grew. However, the £600 2030 is the
middle one of a trio of models, aimed more
obviously at the domestic user.

It's pretty much the stereotypical com-
pact floorstander in size and shape, but has
a number of constructional features that dis-
tinguish it from the herd. The textured grey
finish makes a refreshing change, and will
blend in well with other audio and video
equipment (like the TV set). | must say that
| prefer it to the vinyl woodprint ‘hoi polloi'.
House plant cultivators may be disappointed
to find the top panel is not flat but curved.

Another unusual feature is a main driver
with an elliptical rather than circular frame
and cone. There's plenty of historical prece-
dent for such a shape, but elliptical drivers
are rarely found in today’s hi-fi loudspeakers.
It is, therefore, bound to be more expensive
to manufacture, but there are several
reasons why it should have some advan-
tages over the familiar circular shape.

For a start, diaphragm standing waves
are different across the two axes, and you
can create a (slightly) greater radiating area
from a narrower cabinet than is available

SOUND %k k%%
VALUE kA kkk
PRICE £600
A Musically very communicative; good with CD and
likes being played loud.
W Not the most even balance around; bass is a bit
detached and thumpy.
B Spendor Audio Systems, Station Road Ind Est, Hailsham,
East Sussex BN27 2ER
@ (01323) 843474

with a single circular driver. The 2030
shares with the Royd the narrowest
baffle in our group, yet gets away with

¢ just one driver, with a 100x125mm plastic 5
: cone diaphragm.

The box itself feels suitably solid, with

. thick braced sides, and light-foam damping
¢ lining the rear panel. It's properly supported
. by a plinth, which extends the footprint and
: accommodates the spikes. Bi-wire terminals
: are mounted low down on the back, and two
: ports, with quite a generous total cross-
© sectional area, are up near the top, behind
* the main driver.

The in-room balance certainly suggests

. that the speaker should be mounted clear of
. walls, but the balance is still not particularly
© even. The port delivers ample bass output at
: 30-60Hz, but the upper bass and lower mid

are lean, and the broad upper mid is rather

. forward. Output, then, falls steadily by about
. 5dB above 1kHz, until the tweeter comes in
. at a high 5kHz.

. Sound Quality

© A slightly below average outcome from the
. listening tests was probably a direct conse-
: quence of the balance creating a rather

‘dark’ and ‘shut-in’ sound.
My first reaction during hands-on work

- was equally negative, but after an hour’s
. acclimatisation to the rather ‘different’ pre-
. sentation, | found myself enjoying this
: speaker more and more, especially with
: CD material. It times well and gets the feet
. tapping quickly, packs a mostly entertaining
¢ thump, and delivers a coherent midband full
. of understated subtlety. After several hours
. of entertainment, | was sorry it was time to
: try something else.

Conclusion

© The balance might be a bit uneven, but the

transitions are gentle, and the ultimate sound
is unquestionably musical and communica-

. tive. The 2030 is a bit of a mixed bag, but a

very entertaining one in the right system. pue

HOW IT COMPARES

THE LAB REPORT

Something of a departure from the neutral-sounding, flat-response Spendors
of the past, this latest offering provides a distinctly tailored balance. It has a
strong bass but a steadily declining output — from about 500 Hz to five kHz
before the high treble kicks-in with something of a vengeance. This explains
its mild-sounding midband, but also suggests that placement away from walls
and listening ten to 20 degrees off-axis will yield the best results.

The 2030's unusual oval-shaped bass/mid unit has an exposed pole-piece
and works into an ostensibly undamped enclosure via two rear-facing
ports. Both the Helmholtz and driver-in-box resonances (39 Hz and 71 Hz
respectively) are high-Q affairs, prompting both third and fourth harmonics
of the latter to be revealed as mild ‘blips’ in the impedance trend at 213 Hz
and 284 Hz respectively.

As an amplifier load, however, the 2030 is plain sailing, with minima of 5.9
Ohms at 260 Hz and 13 kHz, and worse-case phase angles of -44 degrees at
82 Hz (27 Ohms) and -30 degrees at five kHz (16 Ohms). Distortion is usefully
low at 0.3 per cent through the treble, but this increases to a higher 1.5 per
cent across its depressed midrange, where the 2030 betrays some similarity
with both the Epos £S12 and Canon S-75. pmi

[ EASE OF DRIVE 6%
P RELATIVE LOUDNESS -6%
E} mAaximum LOUDNESS -5%
[ AUDIBLE DISTORTION 12%
] OFF-AXIS UNIFORMITY _ -84%
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Do you want to choose your hifi in a
comfortable and relaxing environment . . ?

Do you want friendly and helpful advice
(and a cup of tea) . . ?

Do you want to buy your system
based on what you hear (and not what
somebody tells you) . . ?

Do you live in GUILDFORD . . ?

. or Addlestone, Aldershot, Ashford (Middx), Ashstead, Bagshot, Basingstoke, Bracknell, Camberley,
Chertsey, Crowthorne, Cranleigh, Dorking, Epsom, Esher, Farnborough, Farnham, Fleet, Frimley,
Godalming, Hartley Wintney, Haslemere, Hook, Horsham, Kingston, Liphook, Leatherhead, Molesey
(East & West), New Malden, Odiham, Petersfield, Reading, Reigate, Redhill, Richmond, Shepperton,
Virginia Water, Walton-on-Thames, West Byfleet, Weybridge, Windsor, Woking, Wokingham, Yateley?

Nobody else in these areas stocks all the following major brands: Acoustic Energy, Arcam, Audiolab,
Aura, B&W, Cyrus, Epos, DPA, Harman Kardon, Heybrook, Infinity, JPW, KEF (Reference), Linn
Products (including records), Marantz, Meridian, Mission, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Nakamichi, Onix,
PROAC, QED (Systemline), Quad, Rega, Revox, Rogers, Rotel, Sony, Sound Org, Target, T.D.L., Yamaha
(including Home Cinema Systems) & Top Tape.

Visit us first and you won’t need to go anywhere else, we have superb demonstration rooms where you
can decide in comfort, and we will deliver and install free of charge (and part exchange is possible).

Complete service — We are the only outlet in the area to offer the complete service. As well as stocking
selected items from the above manufacturers we are able to service and/or repair on the premises all the
above brands (and others also).

PJ HIFI

Guildford’s only REAL Hi-Fi shop

We are at:
3 BRIDGE STREET, GUILDFORD

(by the traffic lights —
next door to Alfred Marks)

01483 504801 - 01483 304756

Access ® Visa ® Switch Open Monday — Saturday 9am — 6pm (later by appointment)




LOUDSPEAKERS

Tannoy 635

brand new range of ‘Profile Plus’
Tannoy loudspeakers was launched
last summer, and this is the first one to
receive a proper Hi-Fi Choice review.
The £450 635 is one of the larger floor-
standing models in a seven-strong range,
which show considerable similarities to their
predecessors, but also exhibit numerous
detail differences.

THE LAB REPORT

The 635's enclosure follows the same :

‘Profile’ shape as its predecessors, avoiding
the internal standing waves created by rec-
tangular section boxes. However, the irregu-

. lar top panel is now fabricated from MDF, :
which is thicker and more solid than the :
© moulded plastic used before. It's also far less :
. transparent acoustically, and better looking,

too. I'm less sure about the use of a pseudo-
mahogany vinyl woodprint as an option

. alongside the rather safer black, though.

The 635 is an all-new model, without an
immediate predecessor, filling a
ratherobvious size/price gap between

in the classic Tannoy tradition,

driver is larger than most used in the
160mm plastic cone, so the front

panel has to be wider to make room
for it. Since the speaker only stands

sound from a relatively low source.

ing link for mono-wire operation.
Spikes are securely accommodated,

© the footprint gives good stability, and there's :
: asmall compartment for adding mass-load- :

ing/damping material.
The in-room responses make it quite

[}l EASE OF DRIVE

the £300 633 and £599 638. It
uses just the one driver (backed up :
by a port) — a single ‘dual concentric’ :

building both main driver and :
tweeter onto the same frame, with :
the latter firing down a horn located :
in the centre of the main cone. This :

group, with an eight-inch frame and

85cm off the deck, it looks quite :
chunky and purposeful, and has
good stability, but generates the :

The whole speaker sits on a :
moulded plastic base, which incor- :
porates bi-wire terminals right :
down at the floor, with a neat, slid- :

SOUND % %k %t

VALUE % % % Aok

PRICE £450

A Good-value big box, with deep bass and a flat, open,
neutral balance.

Tends to sound a bit untidy and congested, especially
when driven hard.

Tannoy Ltd, Rosehall Ind Est, Coatbridge ML5 4TF.
(01236) 420199

B o

clear this speaker should be kept away from
walls — under which circumstances, it deliv-
ers a remarkably flat overall balance, from
the lowest bass up to the limits of audibility.
It's not entirely smooth, and there’s a slight
peak around 400Hz, but the ripples look
pretty well controlled.

Sound Quality

A ‘best of the first day’ rating provided a very
good start, but the second-day results were
far more mixed, and the 635 by no means
met with universal approval.

The flat, neutral balance is a major
bonus, and fine bass extension creates a
generous sense of scale. However, some felt
the bottom end was inclined to drag its feet
a tad, while dynamics and transients
seemed a little constrained and congested,
leading to some lack of transparency and
tension. The treble could be sweeter, espe-
cially with complex material.

Conclusion

This Tannoy has a lot going for it, with plenty
of welly and a discreet floorstanding enclo-
sure at a sharp price. It delivers a very ‘up-
front’ and immediate sound, but does lack
some clarity and sweetness, especially
when push comes to shove. rue

HOW IT COMPARES

12%

Tannoy certainly achieves a decently high output from this dual-concentric
driver, which manages some 89.5 dB at one metre, despite suffering two axial
dips at 5.7 kHz and a particularly abrupt -9 dB cancellation at 17.4 kHz. These
are a function of the driver’s construction and, provided you listen ten to 20
degrees off axis, are ameliorated. The general boost in output from eight to
five kHz remains to gives the 635 a little sting in its tail, although at least its
moderate 0.45 per cent treble distortion is lower than the one to two per cent
that persists below a few hundred Hz.

The reflex port is tuned to a low 29 Hz, but the Q of the resonance ensures
a broad reinforcement of low bass, even if the end result does look a little
lumpy. The impedance, meanwhile, is smooth and free of any spurious peaks
and bumps that might otherwise indicate a mechanical discontinuity
within this complex dual-concentric driver. Indeed, it just dips below six Ohms
from 100-400 Hz (with phase angles around ten degrees) with a minima of
five Ohms at 240 Hz. Higher (typically <45 degree) angles persist across the
low bass, but still the 635 should still not prove particularly troublesome for
any half-decent amplifier. pmi

F] RELATIVE LOUDNESS 22%
E] maxiMmuMm LOUDNESS -5%
[} AUDIBLE DISTORTION -54%
] OFF-AXIS UNIFORMITY _ -47%
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LOUDSPEAKERS

Conclusmns

n this test, our 14 speakers came in all
shapes, sizes, sounds, and prices
between £400 and £1,000. Only one
unitproved really disappointing; all the
others had plenty going for them. | had little
difficulty picking out the three Best Buys,
but deciding which to Recommend was
inordinately difficult.

Many of the models contain broadly sim-
ilar ingredients, but each one has been
assembled in a particular manner according

to each design team’s predilections, and
each company’s perception of what the
marketplace wants.

Even for speakers costing £1,000, each
manufacturer must make significant
choices, draw various compromises and
accept several trade-offs. Ironically, the
same would still be true at £10,000 —
extra freedom tends to lead speaker design-
ers to ever greater extremes!

However, the £1,000 limit still permits

variations, and the designer has to make
several key decisions on how to spend the
money. Stand-mount or floorstander? Vinyl
or wood veneer? Two drivers or more? All of
this comes well before one can get down to
the subtleties of bass alignment, midband
voicing, cone and dome materials and
countless other considerations. Our price
and size spread is quite broad, so as men-
tioned in the introduction, pp.66-67, we
have subdivided the famous 14 as follows.

STAND-MOUNTS (GROUP A)

B&W CDM1, £600

Epos ES12, £500

PMC TB1, £476

Roksan ROKone, £600

T he four stand-mount speakers form a
natural sub-group, separate from the
floorstanders, and have plenty in com-

mon. All are two-way ported designs finished

in real-wood veneer. All have broadly similar

internal volumes and main-driver diameters.

All weigh in at around eight kilos, and prices

differ no more than ten per cent either way.

This foursome differ from one another

substantially in the fine details: in styling,
types of drivers, crossovers, damping and so
forth. There's even greater diversity in the
sound that each one creates. The B&W prob-
ably has the best bass, the Epos the best
midband and the Roksan is the most up-front
communicator; but the PMC has the best
all-round sound quality in my book — it
also has the least-interesting styling.
It's your money at stake, not mine...

In this mid-market price segment |
can't say that stand-mounts have an
advantage over the floorstanders, as
the differences between models tend to
mask any generalisations. However,

the stand-mounts do seem to offer superior
midband transparency and stereo imaging,
possibly because of the extra fresh air under-
neath, the deeper enclosures (postponing
internal reflections), or the smaller surface
area. It's probably a combination of all three.

| was a little disappointed that the floor-
standers, even those with no greater
acoustically active volume,
tended to show rather better
room alignment through the
bass region, but it seems
likely that the stand-mount
will remain the first choice
of the purist.

Roksan ROKOne

COMPACT FLOORSTANDERS (GROUP B)

Monitor Audio 703PMC, from £800
Neat Mystique, from £575

Royd Doublet, £450

Spendor 2030, £600

LARGER FLOORSTANDERS (GROUP ()

GLL Imagio IC130, £540
Canon S-75, £1,000
Castle Harlech, £850
QLN Qubic 222, £400
Polk RT-16, £800
Tannoy 635, £450

rouping the ten floor-
standers meaningfully
is difficult. The mid-

price point of £700 gives a
four/six split, but doesn't say
much about relative capabili-
ties. Splitting up the group by
box volume, by main driver
size, or even by vinyl-versus-
real-wood finish, is likely to be
more relevant.

Splitting into ‘large’ and
‘small’ seems to make the
most sense, but even that
leads us into the odd paradox.
The Polk is way out front,
while the Castle and GLL are
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Spendor 2030

also obvious selections. Next up come the
Tannoy, Canon and QLN, although neither of
these three looks particularly bulky. However,
they are slightly larger (acoustically, at least)
than the Monitor Audio, Spendor, Royd and
Neat, even if the dividing line is fine.

Wherever you choose to draw this line,
we've managed to come up with a Best Buy
in each of the three groups, while the
Recommended models tend to cluster mainly
among the compact floorstanders.

Horses for courses
Nearly all the models in our test group have
genuine merit, and their individual characters
will suit different listeners,
lifestyles, rooms and systems. The
prime task of the review
should be, therefore,
to try and identify the
right conditions that
allow each model to
perform at its best.
The Epos £S12 and
Monitor Audio
703PMC both look
particularly well
suited to smaller
rooms, where their
limited bass output
could be a positive
advantage. It's diffi-

Polk RT16

cult to get good, deep bass without boom in
small rooms, so it's often better not to try.

On the other hand, if you've got a large
space to fill, or if you plan to use your speak-
ers extensively for watching movies and don't
want to shell out for an extra subwoofer,
check out the Polk RT16 or QLN Qubic 222.

If you like to play your music loud, look
for a high-sensitivity speaker that isn't too
bright at the top end. This could lead again to
the Polk perhaps, although in fact, the sensi-
tivity differences between the models are rel-
atively minor when relative impedances are
also taken into account.

Again, it might be worth avoiding the

brighter-balanced models if you spend most
of your time listening to CD. Obvious
examples of treble restraint
include the PMC 7B1, Epos
ES12, Castle Harlech, GLL
/C130 and Spendor 2030.
If you like to hear what's
going on after the kids have
gone to bed, and/or include a
generous blend of radio, TV
and vinyl disc in your listen-
ing mix, you might prefer
something brighter and more
up-front, in which case,
check out the Tannoy 635,
MA703PMC, Roksan
ROKone and Royd Doublet.

HI-FI CHOICE



LOUDSPEAKERS

BEST BUYS

T he Castle Harlech is relatively
pricey at £850, but still excep-
tional value, with a fine wood-
veneer finish, complex cabinetwork
and two classy cast-frame drivers.
The extra driver on top only
serves to
increase the
spacious-
ness of a
1 sound which has
| fine transparency
| and genuine musi-
| cal tension.

| The £450 Royd
| Doublet might be
an odd shape, but
it is very discreet,
and packed with
serious engineer-
ing quality. The
sound isn’t the

The £600 B&W CDM1 has superb
styling and a fine, all-round sonic per-
formance. Bass is impressive and
sensitivity decent, considering the modest :
size, although balance is a little cautious
and restrained.

The ‘shiny’ sound of Monitor Audio’s
703PMC (from £800) is well suited to :
smaller rooms. There is fine up-front coher-
ence and clear, well-projected detail. Finish
is very classy indeed, but at a price, consid-
ering the engineering content involved.

The Neat Mystique (from £575) is an
easy speaker to like, with fine vocal repro-
duction and a natural, relaxing :
musicality. It is no :
over-achiever and
its sensitivity is
modest, but the :
real-wood box is :
solid value at :
£650.

QLN’'s £400
Qubic 222 is a lot of very

B&W CDM1

QLN Qubic 222

Tannoy 635

: competent loud-
. speaker for the
© suited to larger

. sound elsewhere is

. around.

~ Spendor 2030 is a
S slim, matt-grey
© floorstander, which

PMC TB1

smoothest around, but it is
exceptionally communica-
tive, coherent and informa-
tive overall.
The £500

PMC 7B1
is a little too
inclined to hide its
virtues beneath a laid-
back balance.
However, the more one
perseveres, the greater
the reward, and the
more one comes to
appreciate both the
speaker’s professional
heritage and its fine,
consistent dynamic
range across a wide
bandwidth.

Royd Doublet

price, but its bass
excess is better

rooms, and the

very well behaved, if
not the most exciting

The £600

has an unusual
up/down tonal bal-

i ance. However, transitions are gentle, and
. the ultimate sound is unquestionably musi-

cal and communicative.
Tannoy's £450 635 has plenty of welly.
It's a discreet floorstanding enclosure, at a

very sharp price, with a very ‘up-front’ and

immediate sound, albeit one that lacks

: some clarity and sweetness.

Spendor 2030

ON TEST

UNDERSTANDING OUR
BAR-GRAPHS AND

GROUP AVERAGES

here are great differences between a

speaker that costs £400 and one that
costs £1,000. For this reason, we have
divided our 14 speakers into three groups to
extract meaningful ‘group averages’ for our
bar-graph summaries. The three groups (A,
B and C) are explained on page 96, but just
so that you can tell which one is which in
the reviews, here are the colour codings.
Stand Mounts

GROUP A

Compact Floorstanders

Larger Floorstanders
GROUP C

There are now three ‘group averages’ to con-
sider, rather than the one deployed hitherto.
Since our individual review pages appear in
alphabetical order, we have colour-coded
each graph so that readers can identify which
group each speaker belongs to. Using this
information, you can work out with which of
its peers’ specs we are comparing each
speaker’s measured performance. Our aim is
to give every speaker a fair trial.

For those who are interested to know more about Paul
Miller’s lab tests, and how he determines the bar-graph
values, | would direct you to our July/August 1996 issue
(HFC 156), page 23. If you do not have a copy of this
issue, why not get one now, using our Back Issues ser-
vice? Turn to page 105 of this issue for full details. —Ed

Monitor Audio 703PMC
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Stuff is the sharp new
one-stop guide to
anything a man might
want to buy -

and where to get it.

Stuff reviews the very
latest, greatest and
wackiest products
around, in a fast, funny,

jargon-free way.

- Don't buy anything
until you’'ve bought Stuff.

It's your chance to

become an instant expert

on anything from buying

a multimedia PC to,

um, a fruit-flavoured condom.
No more jumped up
salesmen getting one

over on you, eh?

Stuff. For men who don't want to get stuffed.
[ON SALE 14 NOVEMBER]
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" TEN PAIRS OF

VIVANCO SR750
- HEADPHONES
WORTH £60 EA H

hen it’s not possible to play 100dB, these ‘cans’
music through speakers, every modern-da -
audiophiles need hi-fisound  Powered by o
quality in the comfort of their magnets, T
own ears. And what better than a pair of - applaude o
these stylish headphones? Awarded a Best ~rthythm. A
Buy in our September issue, Vivanco’s ~  andli e

comfortable, superb-sounding SR 750 head- . phones
phones are of semi-open design, offering the scale an
optimum blend of bass performance and det
transparency. With a maximum output of

ening is a dream, thanks
ns and a three-metre
ity is assured by a

HOW TO ENTER

To enter, answer the question below on the back of a postcard or
sealed-down envelope, and write down your name, address and day- o = :
time telephone number. We will assume you are over 18 years of age e e R - ¥ <
unless you tell us otherwise.

Address this entry to:

Hi-Fi Choice Competition (CHFC612B) :

Bradley Pavilions, , I'IS and you might

Bradley Stoke North, g JhA

Bristol BS12 0BQ winner.
All entries must arrive by first post, Friday 20th December, 1996.

THE QUESTION

What type of magnets will you find
in the SR 750 headphones?

a) Friends of the Earth

b) Rare-Earth Neodymium

c¢) Eartha Kitt Diamond

d) Wallace & Gromit Fridge Magnets

COMPETITION RULES

® The Closing Date for this competition is Friday 20th December, 1996.
® Winners of the Vivanco competition will be judged from all correct entries
submitted, and drawn at random after the Closing Date.

@ All winners will be notified by post.

@ The Editor’s decision is final and no correspondence will be entered into.
@ The Vivanco competition is not open to employees of Dennis Publishing
Ltd, Vivanco UK Ltd, nor their suppliers, agents or associates.

® We regret this competition is open to UK residents only.

@ No cash alternative will be offered.

@ By entering the competition all entrants agree to be bound by the rules.
® You must notify us if you do not wish to be informed of any special offers
or promotions. Please indicate clearly on your entry if you do not wish to
receive details of further special offers.

@ We will assume you are over 18 years of age unless you state otherwise.
® For a list of winners of the Vivanco competition, write, enclosing a
stamped, addressed envelope to: Hi-Fi Choice Winners, Dept 160/2,
19 Bolsover St, LONDON W1P 7HJ.

HI-FI CHOICE




At Sevenoaks Hi Fi you
will find a wide range of
products on show with the
emphasis on quality
combined with unbeatable
value for money.

Everything in stock is on
display and available for
audition in our dedicated
Hi Fi and Home Cinema
demonstration rooms.

Our friendly and
experienced staff will be
happy to assist you
through every step of your
purchase to ensure total
listening satisfaction.

Sevenoaks Hi Fi -
there is no better
place to buy.

aD authorised
DEALER
'WE ONLY SELL PRODUCTS FOR WHICH
WE ARE AUTHORISED DEALERS

THE ULTIMATE IN
SOUND ADVICE

SEVENOAKS 01732 459555

24 SEVENOAKS HI FlI BRANCHES NATIONWIDE

. SEVENOAKS 01732 459555
109-113 London Road

. ABERDEEN 01224 587070
491 Union Street

. BARROW-IN-FURNESS
01229 838757
46 Cavendish Street

. BEDFORD 01234 272779
29-31 St Peters Street

BIRMINGHAM 0121 233 2977
12 Queensway Arches

. BRIGHTON 01273 733338
55 Preston Street

. BURY ST EDMUNDS
01284 753776
47 Churchgate Street

. CHATHAM 01634 846859
4 Railway Street

. CHELSEA 0171 352 9466
403 Kings Road, SWI0

. CHELTENHAM 01242 241171
24 Pittville Street

. CROYDON 0181 665 1203
373 London Road

. ENFIELD 0181 342 1973
7 Genotin Road

. ESSEX 01376 501733
| The Grove Centre, Witham

BURY ST EDMUNDS 01284 753776

. GUILDFORD 01483 36666
73b North Street

. KINGSTON 0181 547 0717
43 Fife Road

LEICESTER 0116 255 7518
94 Granby Street

MAIDSTONE

OPENING EARLY NOVEMBER
01622 686366

96 Week Street

@ NORWICH 01603 767605
29/29A St Giles Street

OXFORD 01865 241773
41 St Clements

@ READING 0118 959 7768
3 & 4 Kingswalk

. TUNBRIDGE WELLS
01892 531543
28-30 St Johns Road

. WATFORD OPEN SUNDAY
01923 213533
478 St Albans Road

WOOLWICH 0181 855 8016
162 Powis Street

. WORCESTER 01905 612929
2 Reindeer Court

Please telephone to verify price and
availability before travelling.

ESSEX 01376 501733 OXFORD 01865 241773

ABERDEEN 01224 587070

CHATHAM 01634 846859

GUILDFORD 01483 36666 READING 0118 959 7768

BARROW-IN-FURNESS 01229 838757

CHELSEA 0171 352 9466

KINGSTON 0181 547 0717 TUNBRIDGE WELLS 01892 531543

BEDFORD 01234 272779

CHELTENHAM 01242 241171

LEICESTER 0116 255 7518 WATFORD 01923 213533 oPEN SUNDAY

BIRMINGHAM 0121 233 2977

CROYDON 0181 665 1203

MAIDSTONE 01622 686366 WOOLWICH 0181 855 8016
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inning Loudspeakers *

Alpha
8

Alpha
9

Alpha
9

MUSICAL EXPRESSION PRODUCT SELECTION

quality hi fi with style and value for music connoisseurs

AMPLIFIERS
Arcam Alpha 7
Arcam Alpha 8P
Arcam Alpha 8
Arcam Alpha 9P
Arcam Alpha 9
Audiolab 8000A
Audiolab 8000C Pre

Audiolab 80005

Audiolab 8000P Power
Audiolab 8000M (each) Mono
Audiolab 8000PPA  Phono
Audiolab 8000Q Pre

Cyrus XPA Power

Cyrus PSXR Power Supply
Cyrus SL
Cyrus
Cyrus Il i
Cyrus Pre
Exposure Super 15

Meridian 50| Pre
Meridian 555 Power
Meridian 551

Meridian 502 Pre
Meridian 557 Power
Micromega Minium
Micromega Tempo |
Quad 77

Quad 77

Quad 77

Quad 707

Quad 77

Rotel RA930AX I
Rotel RA930BX
Rotel RA970BX
Rotel RC970BX Il Pre
Rotel RB970BX I Power
Yamaha AX390

Yamaha AX590
CASSETTE DECKS
Yamaha KX390

Yamaha KX580

Yamaha KXW392 Twin
HOME CINEMA
Acoustic Energy
Arcam AV50

Arcam Xeta Two
B&W CCé

Cyrus AV Master
Cyrus MR3
Meridian 541

£ 249.95
£ 249.95
£ 349.95
£ 399.95
£ 499.95
£ 499.95
£ 549.95
£ 649.95
£749.95
£799.95
£ 899.95
£1099.95
£299.95
£329.95
£ 399.95
£ 499.95
£599.95
£ 649.95
£799.95
£ 694.95
£ 749.95
£ 794.95
£1294.95
£1399.95
£ 349.95
£749.95
£ 849.95
£599.95
£699.95
£799.95
£ 849.95
£ 149.95
£199.95
£249.95
£174.95
£224.95
£ 169.95
£ 299.95

Power

Inc Remote
Power

Power
Pre Inc Remote

£ 149.95
£249.95
£179.95

£ 149.95

POA.
£ 649.95
£199.95
£ 699.95
£ 499.95
£1094.95

Centre
Amplifier
Processor
Centre
Processor
Multi Room
Processor

SEVENOAKS 01732 459555

Meridian 565 AC3 Processor
Ruark Dialogue One Centre
Yamaha DSPE390 Processor
Yamaha DSPES580 Processor
Yamaha DSPEI0O00  Processor
Yamaha DSPA590 Amp
Yamaha DSPA780 Amp
Yamaha DSPA990 Amp
Yamaha DSPA2070  Amp
Yamaha DSPA3090  Amp
Yamaha RXV390 Receiver
Yamaha RXV590 Receiver
Yamaha NSC60 Centre
Yamaha NSC105 Centre
Yamaha NSC80 Centre
Yamaha NSC150 Centre
Yamaha NSE60 Surround (Pr)
Yamaha NSE105 Surround (Pr)
Yamaha YSTSW40  Sub

Yamaha YSTSW80  Sub

Yamaha YSTSWI150  Sub
SPEAKERS

Acoustic Energy AEI00

Acoustic Energy AEI09

B&W DM302
B&W DMé60 |
B&W DMé602
B&W DM603
B&W CDMI
B&W P4

B&W P5
Castle Isis
Castle Tay
Castle Eden
Castle Severn
Castle Avon
Castle Harlech
Castle Howard Il
Meridian A500
Monitor Audio Monitor |
Monitor Audio Monitor 2
Monitor Audio Monitor 3
Monitor Audio 700PMC
Monitor Audio 702PMC
Monitor Audio 703PMC
Monitor Audio 705PMC
Monitor Audio Studio 2SE
Monitor Audio Studio 12
Monitor Audio Studio 20SE
Monitor Audio Studio 50
Quad 0L

£2699.95
£ 289.95
£249.95
£ 449.95
£ 699.95
£ 349.95
£ 599.95
£899.95

(Deluxe extra)
(Deluxe extra)
(Deluxe extra)
(Deluxe extra)
(Deluxe extra)
(Deluxe extra)
(Deluxe extra) £1199.95
£ 749.95
£ 249.95
£299.95
£ 399.95
£599.95
£699.95
£799.95
£1399.95
£599.95
£ 999.95
£2199.95
£3999.95
£ 599.95

BURY ST EDMUNDS 01284 753776

Ruark Icon

Ruark Templar Mkl
Ruark Sceptre

Ruark Talisman Il
Ruark Prologue One
Ruark Crusader II
TURNTABLES
Michell Gyrodec/RB300
Michell Mycro/Syncro
Project 0.5

Project |

TUNERS

Arcam Alpha 7
Arcam Alpha 8
Audiolab 8000T
Cyrus FM7

Meridian 504
Micromega Minium
Rotel RT935AX

£ 359.95
£ 559.95
£ 599.95
£ 749.95
£ 799.95
£1599.95

£967.95

PO.A.
£159.95
£ 199.95

£229.95
£279.95
£799.95
£ 399.95
£ 694.95
£299.95
£ 159.95
£ 499.95
£119.95
Yamaha TX590 RDS £179.95
CD PLAYERS

Arcam Alpha 7

Arcam Alpha 8

Audiolab 8000 CD

Audiolab 8000 CDM-96
Audiolab 8000 DAC-96

Cyrus DAD3

Marantz CD63Il Kl Signature
Meridian 506

Meridian 566 DAC

Meridian 500 Transport
Meridian 508 20 bit
Micromega Minium
Micromega Stage 4

Micromega Stage 5

Micromega Stage 6

Micromega Drive | Transport
Micromega DAC

Pink Triangle

Pioneer PDRO5 Recording CD
Quad 77 Bus

Quad 77 Powered

Rotel RCD930AX

Rotel RCD950

Yamaha CDX390

Yamaha CDC555

£319.95
£519.95
£ 999.95
£1399.95
£899.95
£599.95
£ 499.95
£ 994.95
£1094.95
£1244.95
£1684.95

£199.95
Offer valid until November 30, 1996 E&OE ©

Please telephone to verify price and availability
before travelling.

ESSEX 01376 501733

Arcam
% ek ok k
Award winning Components

0% FINANCE

Spread the cost of buying
selected quality hi fi
separates and loudspeakers
with our 0% finance terms.
Up to 24 months interest
free.

OPTION |
A minimum balance of £400 after a 10%
deposit, followed by 6 equal monthly payments.

Example, Cost: £1000 Deposit: £100, followed
by 6 equal Monthly Payments of: £150

OPTION 2
A minimum balance of £400 after a 25%
deposit, followed by 9 equal monthly payments.

OPTION 3

A minimum balance of £400 after a 50%
deposit, followed by 12 equal monthly
payments.

OPTION 4

A minimum balance of £1000 after a 20%
deposit, followed by |8 equal monthly
payments.

OPTION 5

A minimum balance of £2000 after a 20%
deposit, followed by 24 equal monthly
payments.

O% Finance not available on price match.

wdu[homed ‘
DEALER :

WE ONLY SELL PRODUCTS FOR WHICH
WE ARE AUTHORISED DEALERS

THE ULTIMATE IN
SOUND ADVICE

OXFORD 01865 241773

ABERDEEN 01224 587070

CHATHAM 01634 846859

GUILDFORD 01483 36666

READING 0118 959 7768

BARROW-IN-FURNESS 01229 838757

CHELSEA 0171 352 9466

KINGSTON 0181 547 0717

TUNBRIDGE WELLS 01892 531543

BEDFORD 01234 272779

CHELTENHAM 01242 241171

LEICESTER 0116 255 7518

WATFORD 01923 213533 OPEN SUNDAY

BIRMINGHAM 0121 233 2977

CROYDON 0181 665 1203

MAIDSTONE 01622 686366

WOOLWICH 0181 855 8016

BRIGHTON 01273 733338

ENFIELD 0181 342 1973

NORWICH 01603 767605

WORCESTER 01905 612929




\ authorised
DEALER

SEVENOAKS 01732 459555

ADDED VALUE PRODUCT SELECTION

the finest selection of quality hi fi for everyone’s budget

AMPLIFIERS
Denon PMA250SE
Denon PMA350SE
Harman HKé10
Kenwood KA3020SE
Marantz PM66SE
Nad 310

Nad 312

Nad 314

Pioneer A405R
MINI/MICROS
Denon DCI
Denon DMO03
Denon DC30
Denon D77
Denon D77W
Denon DF07
Denon D99W ex spks
Denon DF 10 ex spks
CASSETTE DECKS
Denon DRM550

Denon DRM650S

Denon DRW580 Twin
Nad 613

Nad 616 Twin
Pioneer CTS250

Pioneer CTW205R  Twin
Pioneer CTS550S

Pioneer CTS830S

Teac W416

Teac V610

Teac V8030S

HOME CINEMA
Celestion HT in a box Package
Denon AVR900 Receiver
Denon AVC77 Processor
Denon LA2300 Laser Disc
Harman AVI100 Amp
Harman AVR80 Receiver
JBL MR Centre

£159.95
£199.95
£179.95
£199.95
£229.95
£ 99.95
£199.95
£259.95
£249.95

£379.95
£ 499.95
£499.95
£ 649.95
£699.95
£ 649.95
£ 899.95
£ 999.95

inc spks
inc spks
inc spks
ex spks
ex spks
ex spks

£ 159.95
£229.95
£ 199.95
£229.95
£ 299.95
£ 149.95
£ 159.95
£ 249.95
£ 499.95
£ 99.95
£ 9995
£ 649.95

£749.95
£349.95
£399.95
£ 529.95
£ 249.95
£1499.95
£ 9995

BURY ST EDMUNDS 01284 753776

Kef 60S
Kef 80C
Kef 90 Centre

Kef 100 Centre

Kef 30B Sub

Kenwood KRV7080 Receiver
Mission 73S Surround (Pr)
Mission 73C Centre
Mission 75C Centre
Mission AV2 Package
Mordaunt Short T1000 Centre

Nad AV716 Receiver

Polk CS250 Centre

Polk RTFX Surround (Pr)
Rel Q50 Sub

Rel Q100 Sub

Rel Strata Il Sub

Rel Storm Sub

Rel Stadium Il Sub

Rel Stentor Il Sub

Tannoy 628 Surround (Pr)
Wharfedale Valdus  Centre
SPEAKERS
GLL IC100
GLLICII0
GLLICI20
Kef Coda 7
Kef Coda 8
Kef Coda 9
Mission 73 1i
Mission 73 |LE
Mission 732
Mission 733
Mission 734
Mission 75 1f
Mission 752f

Surround (Pr)
Centre

(Deluxe extra)
(Deluxe extra)
Mission 753f (Deluxe extra)
Mission 754f (Deluxe extra)
Mordaunt ShortVS300
Mordaunt Short MSOSi

ESSEX 01376 501733

£199.95
£129.95
£259.95
£ 359.95
£ 499.95
£379.95
£ 9995
£ 149.95
£249.95
£349.95
£239.95
£ 599.95
£ 249.95
£349.95
£374.95
£ 474.95
£ 574.95
£ 694.95
£994.95
£1794.94
£ 149.95
£ 9995

£ 169.95
£299.95
£419.95
£129.95
£189.95
£299.95
£129.95
£ 149.95
£199.95
£329.95
£499.95
£ 349.95
£579.95
£799.95
£1299.95
£199.95
£ 9995

ABERDEEN 01224 587070

CHATHAM 01634 846859

GUILDFORD 01483 36666

£139.95
£ 199.95
£299.95
£199.95
£ 399.95
£ 169.95
£ 199.95

Mordaunt Short MSI10i
Mordaunt Short MS20i
Mordaunt Short MS25i
Polk RT3

Polk RT8

Tannoy 63 1SE

Tannoy 632 Profile Plus
TURNTABLES
Nad 533 inc. cart
TUNERS

Denon TU260L
Denon TU2I5RDS
Denon TU380RDS
Harman TU930

Nad 412

Nad 414RDS

CD PLAYERS
Denon DCD425
Denon DCD625
Denon DCD825
Harman FL8300 Multi
Harman HD710
Kenwood DP3080
Marantz CD46
Marantz CD67
Marantz CD63SE
Marantz CD 17

Nad 510

Nad 512

Pioneer PDS505
Pioneer PDF605 Multi
Pioneer PDS705

Teac DT DAC

Teac VRDST | Transport
Teac VRDS7

Teac VRDS |0SE

Teac VRDS25

£219.95

£119.95
£ 149.95
£199.95
£ 149.95
£189.95
£ 249.95

£ 149.95
£ 199.95
£239.95
£299.95
£199.95
£ 169.95
£ 149.95
£269.95
£ 349.95
£799.95
£199.95
£249.95
£199.95
£229.95
£299.95
£449.95
£ 549.95
£ 649.95
£ 849.95
£1299.95

Offer valid until November 30, 1996 E&OE ©

Please telephone to verify price and availability
before travelling.

OXFORD 01865 241773
READING 0118 959 7768

BARROW-IN-FURNESS 01229 838757

CHELSEA 0171 352 9466

KINGSTON 0181 547 0717

TUNBRIDGE WELLS 01892 531543

BEDFORD 01234 272779

CHELTENHAM 01242 241171

LEICESTER 0116 255 7518

WATFORD 01923 213533 OPEN SUNDAY

BIRMINGHAM 0121 233 2977

CROYDON 0181 665 1203

MAIDSTONE 01622 686366

WOOLWICH 0181 855 8016

42 1973

NORW H 0160 gl

ORCESTER 01905 6
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fantastic hi fi bargains on many leading brands

AMPLIFIERS

Marantz PM34 48 £ 79.00
Marantz PM55SE £249 £ 159.00
Pioneer A400X £299 £ 179.00
Pioneer A605R £398 £ 339.00
Rotel RA920AX £H9 £ 99.00
Sansui - Amps from £ 89.00
Sony TAF246E £489 £ 149.00
Sony TAF448E £249 £ 199.00
Sony TAFA3ES £398 £ 349.00

Technics SUA600 MkIl £228 £ 189.00
Technics SUA900 Mkll £<448 £ 359.00
MINI/MICROS

Mention this magazine to claim
these special mini/micro prices
Aiwa XRM6  inc spks €349 £ 299.00
Aiwa LCX100 inc spks €448 £ 129.00

Aiwa LCX500 inc spks €249 £ 199.00
Aiwa NSXV710 inc spks €299 £ 239.00
Aiwa NSXV50 inc spks €349 £ 269.00
Aiwa NSXV800 inc spks €348 £ 279.00
Aiwa NSXAVI0 inc spks €498 £ 399.00
JVC Adagio DAT inc spks €329 £ 289.00
JVC UXDé66 inc spks €349 £ 339.00
JVC UXC30 inc spks €249 £ 219.00
Kenwood UD553 inc spks €588 £ 499.00
Pioneer N460G inc spks €398 £ 359.00
Pioneer N560M inc spks €448 £ 399.00
Pioneer N760M inc spks €589 £ 539.00

SEVENOAKS 01732 459555
ABERDEEN 01224 587070

BARROW-IN-FURNESS 01229 838757
BEDFORD 01234 272779
BIRMINGHAM 0121 233 2977
BRIGHTON 01273 733338

Sony MHCB801 inc spks €398 £ 319.00
Sony MHC881 inc spks €448 £ 379.00
CASSETTE DECKS

Famous Make Twin £~—88 £ 79.00
Famous Make 428 £ 79.00
Nakamichi DR3 €448 £ 369.00
Sansui - Cassette Decks from £ 79.00
Sony TCKé661S £299 £ 229.00
Sony TCKA6ES £4548 £ 449.00
Technics RSBX501K  £<498 £ 159.00
Technics RSTR474 Twin £248 £ 179.00
HOME CINEMA

JVC AXV6BK (nmp) 229 £ 159.00
JVC RX616RBK (Rec) 6349 £ 249.00
Kenwood KRV6070 (rec) 6348 £ 189.00
Pioneer VSXS505RDS (Re) 6299 £ 249.00
Pioneer CLD-D515-1 £4%48 £ 479.00
Pioneer CLD-D925 LD £799 £ 699.00
Rel Q Bass (sub) &=349 £ 269.00
Sansui - A/V Receivers from £ 189.00
Sony TAVASES (Amp) &89 £ 599.00
Technics SAEX300 (Req)&249 £ 219.00
Technics SAEX700 (rec) £<449 £ 379.00
SPEAKERS

JPW Minim ~—F8 £ 49.00
Sony SSI76E 499 £ 159.00
Sony SSI76EB £249 £ 219.00
Tangent 3 £ 59.00
Tangent 5 £ 79.00

BURY ST EDMUNDS 01284 753776

CHATHAM 01634 846859
CHELSEA 0171 352 9466
CHELTENHAM 01242 241171
CROYDON 0181 665 1203
ENFIELD 0181 342 1973

Tangent 9 £ 149.00
Tangent || £ 179.00
Tannoy 631 28 £ 79.00
TDL RTL-2 £299 £ 179.00
TURNTABLES

Technics SL1210 1l €499 £ 349.00
TUNERS

Pioneer F204RDS 438 £ 99.00
Sansui - Tuners from £ 69.00
Sony STS261 438 £ 119.00
Sony STSA3ES £249 £219.00
CD PLAYERS

Arcam Alpha 5+ €448 £ 299.00
Arcam Alpha 6 €598 £ 399.00
Audio Alchemy DAC €228 £ 179.00
JVC XLv284 438 £ 99.00
Musical Fidelity X10D £ 99.00
Philips CD710 &9 £ 79.00
Pioneer PDS703 €249 £ 199.00
Sansui - CD Players from £ 79.00
Sony CDP361 €348 £ 119.00
Sony CDP761E £249 £ 199.00
Sony CDPXE900E £299 £ 239.00
Technics SLPG480AK £<438 £ 119.00
Technics SLPG580AK  €&4£8 £ 139.00

NB - Limited stocks on some models.

Offer valid until November 30, 1996 E&OE ©
Please telephone to verify price and availability
before travelling.

ESSEX 01376 501733
GUILDFORD 01483 36666
KINGSTON 0181 547 0717
LEICESTER 0116 255 7518
MAIDSTONE 01622 686366
NORWICH 01603 767605
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I THE ULTIMATE IN|
SOUND ADVICE

OXFORD 01865 241773

READING 0118 959 7768
TUNBRIDGE WELLS 01892 531543
WATFORD 01923 213533 OPEN SUNDAY
WOOLWICH 0181 855 8016
WORCESTER 01905 612929




I IVEail Order

This month Hi-Fi Choice brings you a fabulous set of
compact speakers. Don’t delay - order now to guarantee
your speakers for Christmas.

Fantastic value

£59.99

Features include:

@ Pinpoint sound for
precise staging and
effective sound

® Ergonomic shape and
compact size for
flexibility in use

@ A variety of finishes to
suit any decor or taste

© Magnetic shielding for
the best sound when
using them with a
computer or home
theatre system

® Weather resistant for
many outdoor uses,
for extra speakers into
the garden

©® Attached 10 foot (3

New I |
Product revo u "4
= ' metre) pre-til_med cable
sou nd d eSIgn b © Very easy to install

Soundbites™ are multi-purpose, multi-directional - ’
g 2N JE43A Grey Fog
speakers, perfect for a variety of home 0 -
and business applications. - o

Soundbites™ may be small but The base cleverly doubles as
they are incredibly powerful. a wall mount bracket for
These stylish speakers include vertical or horizontal mounting
a built-in pivot in the base for for the best in surround
infinite adjustment across sound for your home cinema
virtually 360 degrees. or hi-fi system.

JE4TA Molten Lava

JE46A Silversnake
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Your second chance to buy the Finest

Hi-Fi Magazine In The World. £4.00 each
including p&p (overseas orders £6.95)

HEFICHOCE

| and the small.

Sept 1995 - Issue 146
Subwoofer secrets,
over 15 loudspeaker
supports, pro-audio
debated upon. Sony’s
WM-D6C Professional
walkman and the
LS3/5a.

Order Ref: AE46B

Oct 1995 - Issue 147
The 1995 Ultimate
HiFi Awards. The EISA
winners and reviews
of successful hi-fi
products, plus budget
CD players go through
their paces.

Order Ref: AE47B

Nov 1995 - Issue 148
An exclusive test on
Pioneer’s all-new
£1,300 domestic
CD-R machine plus
reviews on loudspeak-

| ers and four integrat-

ed valve amps.
Order Ref: AE48B

Dec 1995 - Issue 149
Seven stylish
“lifestyle” systems
and 12 budget amps
reviewed. Plus: hi-fi on
the Internet, Harman
digital amp, ProAc
speakers.

Order Ref: AE49B

Jan 1996 - Issue 150
Collector’s Edition —
the hottest products
from 1995. Also:
Trichord upgrade, CD
players explained,
and Pioneer’s 96 kHz
DAT portable.

Order Ref: AES0B

Feb 1996 - Issue 151
UK’s hottest £250-
£500 CD players and
equipment tables on
test. Plus: Harman’s
Citation system,

£8,000 Mark-

Levinson CD player.
Order Ref:AE51B

March 1996 - Issue 152
Speaker special, 14
speaker megatest -
HFC look at the tall
“the
ultimate audio
recorder is revealed.
Order Ref:AE52B

HI i [:Hﬂlﬁ

ArFCHOCE

e e
KILLER AMPS
-

S

=2
T

HFICHOC

AWARDS

B FICHO:

ATOPL

5D sy |

April 1996 - Issue 153
How to turn your Hi-Fi
into a Home Cinema -
dialogue speakers;
widescreen TVs; AV
processors. Amps -
how do they work?.
CD-63.

Order Ref:AE53B

May 1996 - Issue 154
Amplifiers - Our pick
of the UK’s best buys.
Exclusive report on
the stunning
Micromega Minium
system. Plus the Hi-Fi
Choice buyers guide.
Order Ref:AE54B

June 1996 - Issue 155
The British Hi-Fi
Awards revealed. 11
CD players between
£400-£1000 checked
out. Speakers that
rock. 4 of the latest
Pre/Power amplifiers.

| Order Ref:AES5B

Jul/Aug 1996 - Issue 156
The British Hi-Fi

Awards revealed. 11

CD players between
£400-£1000 checked
out. Speakers that
rock. 4 of the latest
Pre/Power amplifiers
Order Ref:AE56B

Sept 1996 - Issue 157
Top Amps for under
£350 - Headphones
up to £150 evaluated
- The latest in tuner
technology - A look at
budget speaker
cables.

Order ref AES7B

Oct 1996 - Issue 158
Europe’s Hi-Fi Awards
Special Issue - 15
pages of the ultimate
Hi-Fi and Home cine-
ma systems - a
report on 8 new cas-
sette decks

Order ref AES8B

Nov 1996 - Issue 159
The CD player
champs! - 10 premi-
um speakers stands
reviewed - 5 of the
latest turntables

priced between £500-
! £1,200

Order ref AE59B

We are not permitted to supply photocopies of specific articles on request.

HI-FI CHOICE
BINDER

Keep those exclusive copies of Hi-Fi
Choice protected in our exclusive
binders. Ref: LEO1A PRICE: £5.95

CHOICE POLO
SHIRT OFFER!

We have a few choice polo shirts
available at the very attractive price of
just £8.95. British Racing green with a
discreet embroidered logo, they're top
quality, 100% cotton and in XL only.
Ref: JE39A/XL

£8.95

Hi-Fi Choice Order form
TO ORDER CALL NOW ON:

01789 490215

w AMERICAN
BRESS
|

r————————————————————————

s
VISA

If you don’t want to cut up your magazine, or need more space, you may send details on a separate sheet.

Please enter codes clearly to prevent any delay with processing your order.

Order ref: Description Qty. Price
JE43A Grey Fog

JE44A Grey Stone

JE45A Carbon Fibre

JE46A Silversnake

JE47A Molten Lava

JE48A Burled Walnut

Total number of items ordered

For Europe add £9.00

For Rest of the World call or fax for quotation
Total of Order £

Prices are for UK mainland only. Please call for a p&p quote for other orders.
Please allow 28 days for delivery.
[1 ! enclose a cheque/postal order made payable to Dennis Direct for £

or...
Please charge my [[] MasterCard [] Visa [[] Amex [] Delta [] Switch £

Card number |__I__I__1__1__1__{1__1__N__I__I__1_W__1__I__I__| ExpiryDate I__I__Il__I__|
Signed i

NB. If using Switch, please enter your card issue number |__|

Mr/Mrs/Ms Surname Initials

Address

Postcode

Daytime telephone number

[] Please send me a VAT receipt 0596-12

[ This information may be added to our mailing list. Please tick here if you would prefer not to receive details of special offers.

Send completed form to: Dennis Direct, PO BOX 2505, Alcester, B50 4JU
Overseas ordering: If ordering goods from outside the UK please add an additonal £9.00
(Europe) or call for quotation to cover additional postage for the rest of the world.
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BERKSHIRE

BsB Hi-Fi

I'raserss

Berkshire's Leading Specialist
Aiwa, Akai, Alphason, Aura, Bang & Olufsen, Beyer, Bose, B+W,

©)

Canon, Castle, Celestion, Denon, Dual, Jamo, JPW, JVC, Kef, H I F VIDEO 53]
Kenwood, Marantz, Micromega, Mission, Mitsubishi, Monitor . FOR BETTER HI-F1IN THE THAMES VALLEY
Audio, Mordaunt/Short, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Nakamichi, AUDIO & VIDEO SPECIALISTS o
Panasonic, Path, Philips, Pioneer, Project, QED, Quad, Rel, gents for:
Rogers, Rotel, Sennheiser, Sony, Tannoy, Target, Technics, PIONEER * DENON * YAMAHA TECHNICS, KENWOOD, ROTEL, NAKAMICHI, B&W,
TDK, Thorens, Wessex, Wharfedale, Yamaha. MORDAUNT SHORT, SONY, PANASONIC, MITSUBISHI,
. " . PHILIPS, AIWA, J.V.C., WHARFEDALE, INFINITY
Ask about FREE delivery & FREE installation | [KSALS ARSI LIRSl (= g ISl sty :
FREE DELIVERY ¢« DEM ROOMS AT*
H * .
:; ,lig’l g;t:;tpag?&:::g;zg E: 81;33 ggi;go QUAD * MUSICAL FIDELITY 37 Stoke Road, Slough SL2 5AH (01753) 538287
s Squa’re Bracknell* Tol 01344 424556 252/254 High Street, Slough SL1 1BN (01753) 538288"
4 Priory Road Hyigh Wycombe Tel 01494 535910 HOME CINEMA SPECIALIST 117/119 Oxford Road, High Wycombe HP11 2DN (01494) 528605
62 Nonhbrool; Street, Newbury Tel: 01635 32474 ) ) 9 Market Street, Aylesbury HP20 2PN (01296) 25119*
12a Park Square Lutbn* TeI: 01582 459915 Unit 32, Observatory Centre, High Street, 11 West Street, Marlow, Bucks SL7 2LF (01628) 483555
- R . Slough, Berkshire SL1 1LE 83 High Street, Maidenhead, Berks SL6 1JX (01628) 778611
DEMONSTRATION ROOMS Tel: (01753) 531875 11 Princess Square, Bracknell, Berks RG12 1LS  (01344) 869898

BIRMINGHAM

Y MUSIC MATTERS
/Y /WY

T HE AUDIO SPECIALIISTS

>om Latest additions to our extensive range of products include Audio g TAKE-
- Research, Theta, Dynaudio, and Sonus Faber. The Midlands' best == ¢ EB
HiFi store also offers the latest from B&W, Orelle, DPA, Musical INTEREST EREE
Fidelity, Ruark, TEAC, Meridian, CYRUS, Yamaha and KEF. CREDIT AVAILABLE

DEMONSTRATIONS BY APPOINTMENT 363 Hagley Road, Edgbaston 93-95 Hobs Moat Road, Solihull 156-157 Lower High Street,
OPENING TIMES: Birmingham B17 8DL B92 8JL (near the ice rink) Stourbridge DY8
TUES-SAT 10.00-5.30 Tel: 0121 429 2811 Tel: 0121 742 0254 Tel: 01384 444184
Thursday 10.00-7.00 FAX: 0121 434 3298 FAX: 0121 742 3471 FAX: 01384 444968

EX-DEMONSTRATION SALE - CALL EDGBASTON BRANCH FOR DETAILS

T BATH/BRISTOL o e
. Hazlemere Audio
Norman H. Field %~/ CONSULTANTS

OUR AIM is to help music lovers increase
their enjoyment of music in their homes.
To listen to the beautiful music produced

K ] ] ATC, AVI, Acoustic Energy, Alon, Audiomeca, AMC,
Consultants for Home High Fidelity Cadence Valve, Chord AMPS, Electronic Companiet,

BB &W B Thorens Harmon Kardon, Heybrook, Jamo, Lyra, Ortofon, by the world's finest audio equipment call
B Denon M Tanno NAD Perception, Pink Tiangle, Ruark, Michell, REL, Sansui, SME fo_r an appointment, day or evening:
B Castl Y g/ (inc. 20A), Sonic Link, Stax, Sugden, Y : High Wycombe (01494) 437892

astle amaha Sumiko, Townsend, Triangle, Wadia m,‘ fy_‘! ALCHEMIST, ARION, ART AUDIO, AUDIOMECA, BASIS
M Dual W Kenwood Son a— ‘ B.AT, CLASSE, E.A.D, FANFARE, KORA, L.F.D, LUMLEY,

MIRAGE, MUSE, NOTTINGHAM ANALOGUE, ORTOFON,
B Mordaunt-Short TEAC, TRIANGLE, TRICHORD, TRILOGY, V.P.l,
B Technics E S.D. ACOUSTICS, STRAIGHTWIRE, V.A.C, WADIA.
Two-year guarantee
Private Listening Rooms
HURST STREET CHESHIRE

BIRMINGHAM B5 4BJ
Telephone: 0121-622 2323

Who's Best in Home Cinema?

and MINI SYSTEMS — LASER DISC — SATELLITE — NICAM VIDEO - C.D.V.—
DOLBY PRO-LOGIC TV — HI-FI SEPARATES - LOUDSPEAKERS - CABLES - STANDS

CAMBRIDGESHIRE

We are: WARRINGTON=C———
[ [ [ WARRINGTON AV ——DCHESTER CHESTER AV
UanEI'Slty Audio O ARANGION | AUDIO-VISUAL 47 ST WERBURGH ROW

HI-FI SPECIALISTS TEL: 01925 636215 TEL: 01244 320414

MAIN AGENTS FOR:
A.T.C. « AVl « QUAD » DENON « MISSION
* ROTEL  MARANTZ « YAMAHA -

MERIDIAN « DENSEN « LINN H I FI c H I c E
3 DEMO ROOMS

. 54 ; : : Fi
TELEPHONE: 01223 354237 =la_—la.
EELEPHONE: 01229 3542 your No. 1 guide to buying Hi Fi
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CUMBRIA

DUNDEE

4z CUMBRIA'S
LEADING HI-FI

t" 'SE \‘] SPECIALIST

[T S W &

Demos and Part Exchange Welcome
Advice, selection, sales, installation and service.

6 ABBEY STREET, CARLISLE (01228) 46756

To ind out more about adiertising n the finest iF
Magazine inthe worldallGira Cady on (0171 917 3926

ESSEX

HERTFORDSHIRE

.

"&hew & Osborne

Akai ¢ Alphason  Arcam* ¢« B&W ¢ Bang & Olufsen * Bose « Celestion ¢
Dual » Harman Kardon * Kenwood * Quad* « Marantz ¢ Mordaunt-Short ¢
NAD « Nakamichi* ¢ Pioneer « Ruark « Sony « Wharfedale ¢ Yamaha
Epping and Saffron Walden only

148 HIGH STREET « EPPING « TEL: (01992) 574242

26 KING STRE! SAFFRON WALDEN « ESSE
70 SOUTH STREET BISHOP'S STORTFORD « HERTS

01799) 323728
EL: (01279) 636401

GRAYSTON

sound&vision

LINN @UAD
MERIDIAN
ARCAM B&W
NAKAMICHI

(fomfo P’(LIIJI(’ Li(’”fo roonts

PHILIPS
Free delivery/installation THORENS
Horme trials DENON
Musical evenings I§L(/)ATI€§<
Excellent credit facilities KEF
available PIONEER

33 Sir Isaac's Walk. Colchester. Tel 01206 577682

IRELAND

David Orton aubio visuaL
Stockists of

Arcam, Audio Innovations, Audioquest,
Aura, Beyer, B&W, Bose, Celestion, Cyrus,
Denon, Heybrook, Marantz, Mission, Moth,

Musical Fidelity, Nakamichi, Ortolon,
Pioneer, Pro-Ject, REL, Rotel, Royd, Ruark,
Sennheiser, Systemdek, Target, Thorens,
Van den Hul & more!

Expert friendly service: Listening room
Pioneer Reference Point
6 Bancroft, Hitchin, Herts SG5 1JQ
Tel/Fax 01462 452248

The Audio File

Speclialists In excellence

FOR THE BEST IN BRITISH HI-FI
& HOME CINEMA ENTERTAINMENT

VISIT OR CALL TO ARRANGE A
DEMONSTRATION WITH PRODUCTS FROM:

*AUDIO LAB  *MICROMEGA *KEF
*ARCAM *SONY
*MISSION *YAMAHA
*LINN *REL
*NAIM *QUAD
*REGA *RUARK
*CYRUS *DENON

¢ LOEWE ¢ABSOLUTE SOUNDS ¢ PRO-AC

27 Hockerill Street, Bishop’s Stortford, Herts

Tel: (01279) 506576 - Fax: (01279) 506638
41 Victoria Road, Cambridge

Tel: (01223) 683505 - Fax: (01223) 345975

We Never Compromise On Quality

55 Main St Blackrock Dublin
Tel (00 3531) 2889449/2888477
Fax (00 3531) 2834887
Open Tue/Sat 10am-6pm. Thur/Fri 'till 9pm
Closed Monday

HERTFORDSHIRE

HigR

Aiwa, Aura, Bose, B&W, Canon, Cerwin Vega, Denon,
Jamo. JPW, Kenwood, Marantz, Mission. Mordaunt-
Short, NAD. Pioneer, Rogers. Rotel. Sennheiser.
Tannoy. Target, Technics, Thorens, Yamaha.

00/0 CREDIT AVAILABLE « FREE LOCAL DELIVERY
15 YEARS SOUND ADVICE LASERDISC

FRIENDLY PROFESSIONAL ADVICE
WATFORD (01923) 226 169
15 CHARTER PLACE, HIGH STREET, WATFORD

HUMBERSIDE

REL Acoustics
subwoofers
MAGNUM amplifiers

We stock the full range of these
U.K. “Best Buy’ products.

Ten day home trial welcome.
Visa, Mail Order.

Ask about ex demo stock.

Call Herttford Music

01992 442425

Lend us your ears and
we'll blow your mind ...

Audio Innovations, B & W, Celestion, Denon,
Kenwood, Kef, Marantz, Meridian, Michell,
Micromega, Mission, Mordaunt-Short, NAD,
Nakamichi, Pioneer, Panasonic, Quad, Rotel,
Sony, Tannoy, Technics, Wadia
and more.

Audition the very best at South Humberside's
premier Hi-Fi dealer. ..

ANDERS
I-FI LTD.

2-4 EDWARD STREET (Off Pasture St.)
GRIMSBY. TEL: (01472) 351391

HI Fl CHOICE

your No. 1 guide to buying Hi Fi

KENT
[ ELECTRICAL SN
p/ | piscount odtmic
;) CENTRE B&W jamo
ERRGARTaANRE
SALES & SERVICE PRO : LOG lzc

plus many more . . .

BRANCHES AT
The Broadway, 138 Pelham Rd,
Bexleyheath, Kent Gravesend, Kent
Tel: (0O181) 298 7880. Tel: (01474) 326600
Fax: (01474) 535 937 (01474) 569601




Dealer Guide

LANCASHIRE LEICESTERSHIRE

ﬂf/—ngd/AUﬂ'

| MONITOR | m TECHNICS M SONY B PIONEER

| SOUND_| m paNASONIC B KENWOOD B DUAL
B CASTLE B QUAD MB&W B MARANTZ B KEF

B SPENDOR B THORENS M ROTEL M TEAC

W DENON B YAMAHA B TANNOY B ROGERS

W CELESTION M TDL B SENNHEISER

B AND MANY MORE

To advertise
on these

pages call
Gina on

0171 917 3935 |

LONDON
© BIG DISCOUNT @ TWO YEAR GUARANTEE ON HI-FI @

® FREE HOME INSTALLATION @ EXCELLENT COMPARATOR
DEMONSTRATIONS @ PRIVATE LISTENING ROOM o

CHORLEY (01257) 271935 FAAAEEF-F

e 54 CHAPEL STREET, CHORLEY sl MANCHESTER 27 BOND STREET, EALING W5 & 0181 567 8703

APOLLO, AUDIOLAB, AURA, BOSTON, B&0, B&W, CABLE TALK, CANON, CASTLE,
entral Radio

ELECTRO-TRADER HI-FI [l KRVESTI 2 F Tty 1

MICROMEGA, MISSION, MUSICAL FIDELITY, NAD, NAKAMICHI, ONIX, ONKYO,
QUAD, REL, ROGERS, ROTEL, ROYD, SOUND STYLE, SYSTEMDEK, TARGET,
VAMAMA + Rotel + NAD + Onigo| [MATEZ_OPEN 9,00-5.30 MON-SAT
TEAC * Tannoy * KEF * Infinity * TDL| Biitrahieiitttihitiabienibonid . AUDIO/VISUAL
[§

NORTH WALES

Two demonstration rooms. Free local delivery.
Repairs & Service. Closed Wednesday

THORENS, VAN DEN HUL
) CERWIN-VEGA!, CANON, J.B.L., KENWOOD, HIFI RETAILER
* Musical Technology * Sugden * etc | [N e s ) SERVING LONDON
Contact JOHN HODKINSON jor expert | [RNNGIR R oL AR oA 1112 N FROM BAT TERSEA

advice. :u eq:ipment available for WHARFEDALE, ETC. Call us if it’s not listed above. O R A N G E S
trati
e NEW DEMONSTRATION ROOM & LEMONS

19 Colwyn Crescent, Rhos-on-Sea, Colwyn Bay,
CALL US NOW WE’LL BE PLEASED TO HELP 0171-924 2040

0161 834 6700 | IS

NOW IN OUR SECOND FRUITFUL YEAR
1| E—
o ) =

the finest HiFi magazine in the world, SUSSEX

call Gina Cady on (0171) 917 3935 OXFORDSHIRE WORTHING AUDIO

N.Wales Telephone 01492 548932

To find out more about advertising in

| 20 Teville Gate, W. Sussex. BN11 1UA

| | [
‘ Tel: (01903) 212133 I
NORFOLK L v ¢ ¢ t b » £ The friendly shop with the best sound i
arcam ' mission systems in the South.
. audioauest nad Friendly advice * 3 yr guarantees © easy parking 1
Foa The Old School quES J Open Mon-Sat 1@am-6pm Late night Wed 7:30pm |
\ A School Road denon naim audio Avenicies inc A S e
~ ) = Bracon Ash o genicies include: Arcam, Exposure, JPW, Naim |
¥ s L Norfolk heybrook nakamichi ! Audio, Marantz, Orelle. Origin Live, Ruark, Audio |
ol B h € B Tel: (01508) 570829 kef quad ! 'Ik)chnigz/l, Targ‘et. 7'/)54, Tripod, Kinshaw [
. [ ectronics and many more. [
Basically Sound of Norfolk 8.4 linn products ™ vamaha|] | CGHOMLCS ddgrany | riore ;
STOCKISTS OF LEADING HI-F1 m —
Acoustic Energy, Arcam, Audio Alchemy, Audiolab, = 3 Church Lane, Banbury
Cable Talk, Denon, Epos, Heybrook, Micromega, Naim, (01295) 272158 g HI-FI ACCESSORIES
Nakamichi, Rotel, Royd, TDL, and others. s

WARWICKSHIRE

KLIPSCH

| I 10A Chapel Street, | _
“ ”@ g m Stratford Bpon Avon | Horn loudspeakers - a legend in
“ : THE CLTIMATE IN CV37 6EP
STRATFORD OUNDADVICE Tel/Fax: 01789 414533 | s¢_)unc_l f-or e KLIPSC_H
—  HIA hi-efficiency speakers are used in

" APPROVED DEALER OF QUALITY HIFI FROM:

| [ ARCAM, B&W. BOSE. CYRUS. DENON. KEF, MARANTZ, MICROMEGA, |
- MISSION, MONITOR AUDIO, NAD, ONKYO, PANASONIC, PIONEER, \
ROTEL, SONY, TEECHNICS, YAMAHA '

"OPEN 9.30 TO 5.30 MONDAY TO SATURDAY. DEMONSTRATIONS BY APPOINTMENT. | FOR DETAILS CALL
ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED. MAIL ORDER & EXPORT REPAIRS & SERVICE | (01 21 ) 430 7817

VIONTFE N \ BRI
vioN1TH \ | I \BLI

many studios, top hi-fi and
stage systems.

R ——————————————————————
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WEST MIDLANDS

3 Hi-Fi Studios
eHome Trials
eHome CinemaTheatre
e Audio Visual Equipment
«< A ¥ = TV " «Inhouse Service Department
*Mail order available

0 . . o eInterest Free Credit (On Selected Items.
Audio Equipment from leading and specialist APRO%-written details on request)

brands for you to listen to and choose from. Hi-Fi for those Wlth % yens X X
Tel: 01922 493499/473499  an eye for Quality [EEEETE

Off High Street, Bloxwich,

4 Nr. Walsall, West Midlands
THE FIRST MIDLAND SPECIALIST FOR NAIM ARCAM AUDIO LAB CHORD KESWICK RESEARCH ALSO:APOLLO A.T. AUDIO ALCHEMY AUDIO QUEST B&W BOSE BEYER CABLE TALK Open 6 D: 9

CHORD COMPANY CYRUS CELESTION DPA EPOS EXPOSURE KEF REFERENCE KENWOOD MARANTZ MICHELL MORDAUNT SHORT MERIDIAN MICROMEGA MISSION MOTH MUSICAL FIDELITY pest & 9y, 2aan - Cpm
NAKAMICHI ORTOFON PROJECT QUAD ROKSAN ROGERS ROTEL SENNHEISER SONY SUMIKO SYSTEMDEK TARGET TDL TUBE TECHNOLOGY VAN DEN HUL YAMAHA Late night Friday

i

SUFFOLK YORKSHIRE
Tofind out more ahout advertieing i

* RUARK e NAD « ROTEL » MYRYAD = TDL =

Ao ONVE

"Where Music Comes First"

i nd3NO PpuUulid,
ObBbueys Bulysaajoa
e 9M D4y
158 Victoria Road Scarborough,
North Yorks YO11 1SX
(01723) 355654

THULE
YH3dO

the finest HiF magazie inthe world,
calGina Cady on (017) 9173939

ARCAM
AOOMNIM

LUXURY LOUDSPEAKERS

THE BANDOR M [23/2\NIDXO)[ RS srasiscmes ™

PENFOLD LANE
“TRIDENT” MINIATURE LOUDSPEAKERS  HOLMER GREEN
_ANIAJEIVE DESIGN AND MANUFACTURE OF MINIATURE BUCKS, HP15 6XR
LOUDSPEAKERS AND SYSTEMS Tel / Fax: (01494) 714058

The Bandor “Trident”
Loudspeaker, is a triple
cabinet, ultra compact,

“PICTURES” by BANDOR

Pictures are slim, attractive, wall-mounted

full range system, that
is stvled to be both
discrete vet attractive,
in almost any
environment.
Breathtaking clarity and
openness from the
tinvest real hi-fi svstem
around, - truly
exceptional.

DESIGN (J. Powell - 1995)
Retail price £789.00p

THE BANDOR ‘TRIDENT’

vat included

loudspeakers, only 2 inches thick, offering
superb sound quality.

Pictures contain an advanced driver, with spun
aluminium cone, in a cabinet with a ceramic
front, allowing their use in steamy environments
such as kitchens and bathrooms, whilst being
equally suitable in surround systems.
DESIGN (J. Powell - 1994)

Very high quality --- very small. Banish
mediocre extension speakers forever!

Retail one pair £329 vat included.

For more information on these and other Bandor
systems please send a 50p stamp for brochure.

EX DEM

REVOX SERVICING

Audio Designs

of East Grinstead

Hi-Fi, Home Cinema & Multi-Room Specialists

AUDIO DESIGNS AUTUMN SALE

Authorised Stockists of: ARCAM, AUDIOLAB,
SOUNDSTYLE, STANDS UNIQUE, TARGET, YAMAHA & MOR|

PRODUCT WAS STATUS NOW | PRODUCT WAS STATUS _NOW | PRODUCT WAS STATUS  NOW Free Estimation
Arcam Alpha 6 cd 600 xd 429 Epos ES11 445 xd/new  359/375 | Naim CD3 977 xd 799 . I
Arcam Alpha 514 B0 dnew 99 | EposESESunts 7t %97 | Noim 52 pre W xd 368 Also: Tape Supplies
rcam Alpha 1 cd 00 xd/new  239/269 arman rocessor Xi o e
Arcam DIS0&BBS0 1280 . xd 993 | KEF Model 2 1999 xd 1199 [ Naim 0 pwr L g2 Second User Reconditioned
Naim NAP 140 722 xd 615
Arcam BB500 750 xd 599 Linn Majik (Phono) 725 xd 598 N DS 3751 xd 2799 .
Audiolab 8000A 500 xd 419 | Linn Majik (Line) 650 xd 549 aim Machines
Audiolab 8000S 700 xd 549 Linn LK100 650 xd 499 Naim 02 Tuner 1028 xd 799
Audiofab 8000T 800 xd 633 Linn Kairn (Phono) 1700 xd/used 1360/1190 | Naim CDI 1997 new 1647 Spare parls orders welcome
Audiolab 8000c 550 xd 459 Linn Klout 2000 xd/used 1498/1350 [ Naim 62/140 used 399 A
Audiolab COM 1400 xd 999 Linn Numerik 1400 xd/used  999/899 | Quad 66 Tuner 554 xd 399 Free Advice
éudlu\ab DAC 900 xd 720 tmn Kre‘néhn 2760000 xg |57;): Quad ESL 63 3450 xd
yrus 111 500  xd/new  399/439 inn Keilidh Xi
Cyrus PSX 328 xd 268 | Lo etk “o oo 2% :zg: sl e e RamTek
Cyrus Disc/DAC 1500  xd/new 1300/1500 | Linn Sara tands use
Cyrus DAD 7 900 xdnew 7207190 | Marantz CD10 N9 xd 799 | Rega Elicit %0 xd 0 Tel: (0181) 207 6159
Cyrus FM7 398 xd 338 Mission 752 499  xd/new  399/439 | REL Stentor (Dak) 1695 xd 1355
Castle Chester 0 xd 559 | Mission 753 W xd 559 | StaxSRH 1M xd 139 Fax: (0181) 953 1118

CASTLE, CHORD CO, CYRLUS, EPOS, LINN, MARANTZ, MISSION, NAIM, QUAD. REL, ROTEL, SONY,

E

26 High Street, East Grinstead, West Sussex, RH19 3AS
Open Mon-Sat 9.30-6.00. Tel: 01342 314569/328065

REVOX SERVICE

Fully Guaranteed Service and Repair
Insured Carriage arranged

Kinetic Centre, Theobald Street,
Borehamwood, Herts. WD6 4SE
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SALES & SERVICES

MAIL ORDER

0151 348 1988

Tel/Fax/E-Mail

Mail Order For Our Latest

ppliers of
arty Hi-Fi
Accessorles

DNM RESON + VAN DEN HUL ¢+ CHORD CO
XLO ¢ CARDAS * NORDOST * KIMBER
AUDIO QUEST * QED * TARGET
SENNHEISER ¢ STAX * WBT
ORTOFON ¢+ AUDIO ALCHEMY
STANDS UNIQUE * LYRA
BLACK DIAMOND RACING

- and many more

HOME TRIAL
SERVICE

ON SELECTED
RANGES OF
CABLES &
ACCESSORIES

52 Green Lane, Great Sutton,
South Wirral, Cheshire L66 4LE.

E-Mail: sound.connections @dial.pipex.com
Mon-Fri 9.30 a.m.-8.00p.m.(Sat to1p.m.)

PRE-OWNED

Product & Price List.

HEATHERDALE AUDIO LTD

HEATHERDALE PRE-OWNED GUARANTEED
EQUIPMENT EXPORT FACILITIES AVAILABLE
«FWE[u ipt KRELL KSA 505 (ex demo)

SUGDEN AUST Power ampifier

PRO-AC Response One 'S (ex demo) .
PRO-AC Tablette 50 (rosey
CLEARAUDIO Turntabl

apﬂ vf(ordev WM
eakers withstands

rm List

NAKAMICHI 600 Cass
LUXMAN CL32 pre.

28 Pre amp (mint)
Tab? Recorder (semi p )

MARK E\ INSON ML6b dual mono Pre-amp rar
MARK LEVINSON ML3 300 wi
REVOX A76 Tuner/A7¢
REVOX 242 Powe: )
REVOX 8760 Tunergood cond.
ROGERS LSTT speakers Black ash

DON'T MISS OUT ON THAT BARGAIN! FOR AN-UP-TO-THE-MINUTE LIST:

aol htm

ALL USED CARTRIDGES ARE CHECKED UNDER A
MICROSCOPE BEFORE BEING OFFERED FOR SALE.

QUAD MAIN DEALERS.
WE TAKE PART EXCHANGE ON NEW AND USED STOCK.

202 Findon Road, , Sussex BN14 O] TEL: (01903) 872288
after hours number (0860) 660001 FAX: (01903) 872234

“THIS IS THE BEST SUB £1000 SPEAKER
CABLE WE HAVE TESTED” ...HI-FI CHOICE

{

“A FRESH, TRANSPARENT|SQUNE
INTERCONNECT PACKED FULL ET
(DNM RESON) ...HI-FiI GHO|

MAIL ORDER

AN HARRISON HIF|l (5. 51283 702875

* SPECIAL OFFERS:

SENNHEISER HD5650  110.00
SENNHEISER HD265L  110.00

TEST CASSETTES
HARRISON MULTI-

SENNHEISER HD535 7800 | DURPOSE AUy
SENNHEISER HDS80P  160.00 | HARRISONAZIMUTH — 7.50
AKG K240M 55.00 HARRISON SPEED 7.50
AKG K240DF 70.00

SONY MDRCD550 45.00 | TESTCD's

BEYER DT531 105.00

BEYER DT911 185.00 DENON AUDIO-

TECHNICAL 15.00
* LIMITED QUANTITIES
I ALSO SUPPLY: CARTRIDGES, HIFI NEWS TEST

TONEARMS, TURNTABLES, CD | CD3 13.00
PLAYERS, CASSETTE DECKS,
DAT, MINIDISC, DCC, CDR,
AMPLIFIERS, TUNERS,
CABLES, HIFI FURNITURE,
MICROPHONES, BLANK
TAPES, TRANSFORMERS,
CARTRIDGE ALIGNMENT
GAUGES, TRACKING FORCE
GAUGES, GENERAL
ACCESSORIES.

DENON ANECHOIC
ORCHESTRAL 30.00

SURROUND SOUND CD's

TELARC 20 BIT 12.50
DELOS 2CD 12.50

* PLEASE PHONE FOR
SPECIFIC PRICES, DETAILS OR
ADVICE.

HIFI NEWS TEST
RECORD 15.00

MARBLE PLINTHS

STONE / SOUND

e slate speaker cabinets
e granite, slate and marble platforms

« acoustic balance blocks
any item designed and manufactured to
individual specialist requirements

ZARKA MARBLE

Tel 0171 431 3042 Fax 431 3879

POSTAGE: (U.K.): TEST CASSETTES, CD's & LP; FREE.
CARTRIDGES: FREE. ALL OTHER ITEMS: £5. OVERSEAS: £10. ON
ALL ITEMS. ALL PRODUCTS ARE BRAND NEW & BOXED WITH
FULL U.K. GUARANTEES. NO EX-DEM OR EX-DISPLAY OR GREY
IMPORT GOODS. PLEASE PHONE TO CONFIRM PRICE &
AVAILABILITY PRIOR TO ORDERING

MAIL ORDER ONLY FROM: IAN HARRISON HI Fl, 7 MILL HILL,
REPTON, DERBY, DE65 6GQ. TEL: (U.K.) 01283 702875 9am-9pm

To advertise

on these
pages call
Gina on

0171 917 3935

HI-F| BARGAINS IN
|| PETERBOROUGH |

AMPLIFICATION

TODAYS RRP S/H
Audiolab 8000C/P Black Mint £4360 £1075
Nakamichi Stasis PA7E 200w/200w £4850 £675
Quad 33/405 Pre/Power —£600 £325
Rotel RC/RB870BX Pre/Power £466 £325
Rotel RC980/RB960 Pre/Power £450 £350
Al 1000 Pre/200 Power £34300 £695
Croft Series V Power —£780 £375
Nakamichi 1A-3 Amplifier £360 £250
Cyrus 3 Mint £560 £425
MYST TMA £360 £165
Heybrook Integra £565 £400
Cyrus 2/PSX Late Black Model £700 £495
Moth Passive Pre 2 x Monoblocks £699 £399
Quad 77 amplifier (ex-dem mint) £849 £649

Naim 160 x 3 power amps/Alps PSU
NAC42 Pre/Naxo/Linn Isobariks 97960 £2750
B+0 Beocentre 9000 + RL60 Mk2 Mint £675

Meridian 200 System/204/207/M30/209 E—QG'?O £1895

J CAREFULLY USED HI-FI WANTED. CASH L

READY - WE'LL COLLECT

CD PLAYERS/CASSETTES/TUNERS/REEL TO REEL

TODAYS RRP S/H

Naim CD1 £4895 £1250
Quad FM3 £450 £100
Nakamichi ZX7 Ref.Stand.Cassette £3495 £795
Quad 77 CD Player (ex dem) £899 £699
Micromega Trio Trichorded CD Player £4260 £2150

I YOUR SPECIALISTS HI-FI CAN BE SOLD I
ON A COMMISION BASIS - 50%

CASH UPFRONT GUARANTEED ON

COLLECTION
TURNTABLES

TODAYS RRP S/H
2 X Technics SL1210/Stantons £4600  £850
Roksan Xerxes/Kuzma Stogi/ATF3 £1660 £800
Thorens TD166 MK/Nagaoka MP11 £125
SystemDek 2XE/RB300 £500 £300
A&R EB101 Turntable (Mint) £230 £165
Thorens TD180 MKV/Stanton 500 £399 £199
Mission/Nagaoka MP20 £249 £149
Systemdek/Mission/Grado £360- £245

Linn LP12/Syrinx P2, Koetsu Rosewood £2250 £575

DAR A OUR TRAD
o - B:1:7.\,']» OC
LOUDSPEAKERS

TODAYS RRP S/H
Spica TC50 SEX External crossover £960 £650
Bose 301 Mk4 £380 £280
EPOS ES11/Teak/Bi-wire/Stands £646 £450
Spendor S100 Mahogany Mint £2125  £1300
Spendor S20 Walnut Mint £770 £500
Yamaha NS1000 Rare in Cherry £1309 £700
Tannoy 609 Biwire £306 £180
Rega EL8 Black Mint £306  £240
IMF TLS80 £1806 £600
Celestion SL6 £399  £220
Monitor Audio MAB0O £796  £495
Rogers LS7 £556  £300
Time Window 1A £999 £499
Polk Audio RT8 Mint £585 £295
Lentek Monitors £1006 £375

SECONDHAN
JOIN OUR MAIL G LIST FOR A COPY
OF OUR BROCHURE.

35-42 Cowgate Peterborough
Telephone (01733) 311587




Reader classified

Advertise in Hi-Fi Choice for £

Acoustic Energy AE2 speak-
ers, 3 years old, light use,
£500 inc. Foundation stands.
Also Naim 42.5/90 £325 ono.
Norfolk (01485) 578461

Akai 8 track tape
player/recorder plus large
tape collection (01637)
830003

Audio Innovations Series 500
and Series 700 valve inte-
grated amplifiers. Both in
vge. £400 and £500, respec-

tively. Hants (01425) 621430.

B&W 802 MKII speakers,
boxed, manual (£2,500)
accept £1,000. Preston
(01772) 626660.

Cambridge CD2 CD player,
including Trichord Clock 2
plus PSU; Quad 306 power
amp; Technics receiver
SA-GX130. Birmingham
(Johnathan) (0121) 377
8469.

Dr Bailey transmission line
speaker pair, KEF B139,
Celestion tweeters £100
Oxfordshire (01869) 350188
Hi-fi equipment comprising:
Yamaha speakers, model
NS$1000 monitor, plus
stands; Pioneer Laserdisc,
model NO1200. £700 ono.
Ipswich (01473) 601391.

Hi-fi magazines for sale,
Audiophile, What Hi-Fi, What
Video etc. Approx 145 issues,
bargain at £40 ono.
Merseyside (01704) 833601

KEF 104aB speakers, teak,
as new, with Mordaunt-Short
frame stands, all boxed. £80.
Would consider splitting.
Portsmouth (01705) 261687

Kenwood KA-3020SE amplifi-
er, in mint condition, boxed
£100 ono. Swansea (01792)
418662

Linn Kan 2 speakers. Mint
cond. with stands. Can deliv-
er most areas. £250. York
(01904) 762686.

Linn Karik 11l CD player, and
Majik amp MM phono, six-
months old, boxed, £1,600
ono. Cumbria (016977)
46397.

Linn Keltik system: Kairn
preamp, four Klouts,
mahogany speakers, Karik/
Numerik CD. Pristine cond.

HI-FI CHOICE

capitals and send it to: Hi-Fi Choice, Reader Classifieds,

19 Bolsover St, London W1P 7HJ. Include a cheque for
£5" made payable to Dennis Publishing Ltd. The advert will
appear in one issue only and must be no more than 20 words
(or five lines) long, including all spaces and a phone number.
Reader Classifieds are for the use of private individuals only.
All Reader Classified adverts will be printed on a first-come,
first-served basis, subject to available space, and Dennis
Publishing Ltd accepts no liability for the accuracy of the
information contained therein, nor any consequence arising
from it, nor for any typographical errors. We reserve the right
to amend or refuse adverts at the Editor’s discretion and cannot
guarantee that an advert will appear in any specific issue.

*This service will be provided FREE to subscribers, as long as a
valid subscriber number is enclosed with the advert.

T o advertise on this page, write your advert in block

Cardiff (01446) 760038.

Linn LP12, Valhalla, Ittok,
Asaka, black. Mint cond,
boxed. £495. London (0181)
523 1134.

Lowther Acoustica speakers
(33"x18"x14") £500
Oxfordshire (01869)
350188/(01494) 763259

Marantz CD10, Trichord 2,
£525. Aragon 24K preamp,
£450. Meridian 205 power
amp, £450. KEF 104/2 plus
Kube 200, £495. Nakamichi
DR2 cassette, £300. Musical
Fidelity T2/2 tuner, £95. Dual
CS 505/4 turntable, £95.
Target AERT/S stand, £85.
Complete system, £2,400.
Essex (0181) 502 5634.

Meridian 541 surround
processor and M60C active
centre speaker. Perfect.
Boxed. 8 months old. £1,400
inc MSR. London (0181) 675
0346/6604

Michell Alecto stereo, £650.
Argo preamp and p/supply,
£450. Beverley (01482)
867292.

Micromega Stage 6 CD play-
er, new, £995, now three-

months old, boxed, £650 ono.

Musical Fidelity P270-2 pow-
eramp; exc cond, £795 ono.
Bath (01225) 404431.

Mission 753 (Rosewood)
speakers. List price, £800.
Will accept £450. London
(0181) 220 8527 (eve).

Monitor Audio Studio 50 SE
monitor, piano black. Four-
months old, immaculate con-
dition, boxed. Open to offers.
London (0181) 572 5020/

. (0973) 561474.

: Naim NAC42, Naim NAP 90
. £380. Mission 751 and
. Mission stand, boxed, mint

condition £250 (£400). DPA
PDM1 11l mint £600.
Swansea (01792) 280061

Naim NAC82, Hi-cap, Nat01,
2 months old, immaculate.
Cost £4,373. Will accept
£3,850. Mortgage forces
sale. London (0171) 215
3924/(0181) 5584870

Nakamichi 700 ZXL.
Awesome deck with Dolby-C
unit, auto-calibration, pitch
control, mic inputs ‘RAMM’
memory, remote capability
(IR), etc. Mint. £1,000 ono.
Reading (0118) 9393836 or

. (0956) 519912.

Omni Audio SA 12-3 speak-
ers, 200Watts, fluid cooled —
superb quality. As new,
guaranteed — £1,000 (ono).
Exeter (01703) 555089.

- Orelle XTC pre-1 remote-

controlled preamp, £525.
Trichord Genesis CD player,

- £375. Musical Fidelity X-10

CD enhancer, £75. All brand
new. Loridon (0181) 905 6331.

:Panasonic NVF Nicam stereo
. video, £150. Pioneer A400
. amp, £150. B&W DM600

speakers, £70. All items are
boxed. Hitchin (01462)
450009.

Pioneer A-400; Denon DRM-
700A tape; Rogers LS4-A
speakers and cables; dual
€S$505-4 record deck. £550
ono. Gwent (01600) 715808.

Pink Triangle Da Capo DAC

. with 22-bit filter. Boxed, as

new. £895. London (0181)
390 0055.

Pink Triangle Export, Rega
RB250 arm, AT-0C3 car-
tridge, all excellent condi-
tion. Upgrading to
Anniversary. Aberdeen
(01224) 702619 (eves)

REL Acoustics Strata Il
boxed, fairly new, exc cond.
£300. Essex (01268) 785590.
REL Strata subwoofer. Mint
condition. Still boxed. New
flat forced sale. £275. Will
send if required. Essex
(0850) 058308

. Royd Minstrel floor standing
. speakers. Black. Inmaculate
. condition with original box

. and instructions. £160 ono.

Reading (01734) 662620
Ruark Talisman II, dark wal-

:nut, exc all-rounders, £470.

LFD Tri-Link Interconnect 0.8
metre Poise and Refinement,
£70. Focul Pods, £7.00.
Cheshire (0161) 437 5819.

: Sony 715E Best Buy CD play-
. er, £130. Creek T40 Stereo
. Digital Rotary tuner, £75.

Both immaculate and boxed.
Berks (01628) 72041.

Sony X77ES (£1,200), £495.
STST70ES (£350), £140.
CDP101 (£500), £45. Myst
amp (£280), £45. AT-0C9
(£250), £50. Isle of Man
(016974) 78537.

Systemdek llx turntable,
Moth arm, £175. Heybrook
HB1 with stands. £140 ono.
Bucks (01296) 22188.

TEAC ABX10 amplifier with
phono Stage included. New,
unused, boxed, unwanted
present. Retail price: £1,150,
will accept serious offer.
London 0171 625 1744

Teak DTI DAC, £300. Faraday
speakers, Focal units, £190.
Rega Planar 3 (no arm),
£130. All boxed, as new.
Surrey (01883) 330063.

WANTED

Sony remote control RM-D3K
for DAT Walkman. Cleveland
(01642) 556268

VPI or Nitty Gritty cleaning
machines wanted, in mint
condition, top models espe-
cially required. London
(0181) 558 3383

Linn’s top Keltik speaker system
can be yours — Ivor not included.
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The Hi

End A

Branko Bozic offers a personal opinion o

unny thing being an audiophile, isn't it? Having been a dis-
tributor of real high-end components for the last ten years,
but a devoted audiophile for more than twice as long, it's
quite easy for me to express my personal views without
them being clouded by my day-to-day work. However, please be
warned that what you're about to read may be very different from
what you have been told so far, or have read in other hi-fi maga-
zines doing their best to broadcast fundamentally simple wisdoms.

Quality begins at home

For me at least, to make decisions with no danger of regrets, it is
vital to adopt what | call a “high-end approach”. This means an
uncompromised way of thinking, as well as an equally strict way of
defining your own subjective preferences when discussing, judging
or thinking about any single audio component, irrespective of price,
reputation or (un)deserved status!

Believe me, there are too many people out there whose vanity
does not allow them to admit (to themselves, let alone others) that
they have neither clearly defined visions about goals to be achieved,
nor practical experience after years and years spent unsuccessfully
evaluating all and sundry products. It is not the price of the compo-
nent, it is not the horrible “value for money” aspect that matters; it
is you who must be able to judge. Being argumentatively wrong is
still better than trying to be right without a valid argument!

| know very well that it is not possible to evaluate all products in
the one and only way | would find appropriate. To begin with, the
overall state of specialist audio retail, apart from a few notable
exceptions, does not permit practitioners the time or conditions to
do the job the way they would (hopefully) want to do it.
Furthermore, there is the inevitable “flavour of the month” situation
which, thankfully, does not apply to high-end products as much as
to others. Finally, without wishing to be more cynical than neces-
sary, it is an undisputed fact that there are too many people out
there who only like you until you have signed your cheque.

A plan of action

So, what do we do? First of all, | would suggest that any serious
audiophile, depending on budget and overall aspirations, regularly
reads as many magazines of UK and foreign (mainly US) origin as
possible. In this way the budding aficionado can form his or her
own opinion, based on the practically-established idiosyncrasies of
each individual reviewer. By getting as many competent reviewers’
manners “under your skin” as possible, you can try to imagine how
the product in question would sound, based on the personal prefer-
ences of each reviewer you have become more familiar with.

Once you've performed this task, the real hard work begins. It
will be very difficult to find appropriate places (read: dealers) who
will either have available the products you were interested in, or suf-
ficiently decent conditions to present those products effectively.
Therefore | urge you to make arrangements for a loan over a week-
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proach

‘how to achieve hi-fi satisfaction.

AN

o S

The rarefied pleasures of beluga
caviar are like the finest hi-fi, only
appreciated by those who have taken
time to learn and understand...

end (or even longer), and spend some time
with any audio component you may wish to acquire, within your
system — no matter how good or bad that system may be. Don't be
afraid: even a mediocre system can show what a superior product
can do. A good product never becomes a bad one and, regretfully, a
bad one cannot be made better, no matter for how long you wish to
listen to fairy tales about synergy, compatibility, etc. One secret of a
good product is its versatility in a wide variety of applications.

Getting priorities right
Finally, please bear in mind that it is of utmost importance to
choose correctly the vital components of the system (your main
source component and electronics, for instance). Loudspeakers,
being most difficult to choose anyway, and any secondary compo-
nents, can only be properly selected once the mainframe of your
system has been put into place. Needless to say, depending on
whether you wish simply to upgrade a single component or a sys-
tem as a whole, different processes of selection may take place, but
basic rules should always remain the same. Do not think too much
about cables, connectors or any other tweaks at this stage. Little
things can make a good system better, but in my opinion are a total
waste of time and money if a problematic system is to be improved.
What you have just read may seem more radical than pieces
written by previous contributors in these pages, but | am not going
to suggest the usual nonsense about how to get on with your hi-fi
shopping. Yes, there are still a very few credible consultants around,
and if you are lucky enough to enjoy their services, by all means do
so. If not, be prepared to go it alone and do your homework. As so
many people tend to say nowadays, some kind of truth is still out
there, and it is certainly worth searching for. Good luck, and don't
forget to write home (Hi—Fi Choice) about your journey.

Branko Bozic is the proprietor of Audiofreaks. Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of Hi-Fi Choice.
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THE DIRECTORY

Our Three Step Guide to Buying Hi-Fi
The legendary Hi-Fi Choice Directory is now simpler to
use than ever before, but contains all the information
you need to select and buy the perfect hi-fi system.

Discover which products fall within your budget by

using our Price Guide (starts on page 114). This

listing is updated monthly and includes all hi-fi
products currently available in the UK. It is organised by
product type, then by price band, and is sorted alphabetically.
Products whose names are printed in red are those that we
have reviewed. Which leads us to...

Read about the hi-fi equipment that we have reviewed

in the Directory (starts on page 122). Here you will

learn which items have been singled out for our
famous Best Buy and Recommended awards, which denote
products of exceptional quality and value. The Directory is
sorted by product type and listed alphabetically, and the
beginning of each section provides essential information about
each kind of hi-fi component.

Find your nearest hi-fi store in our Dealer Directory

(starts on page 139) to book a demonstration of the

products you are interested in.

Best Buys and Recommendations

If you see a Best Buy (red) or Recommended (blue) flag at the
beginning of an entry in our Directory of reviewed products, the item
concerned is particularly deserving of your attention.
Red signifies the Best Buy swing-tag, which indicates products of
the best quality and superb value for money in their price category.
Blue Recommended products offer excellent quality and value,
though not at the superlative level of a Best Buy.
Please note that an expensive Recommended product will nearly
always perform better than an inexpensive Best Buy.

Using Best Buys and Recommendations to buy hi-fi.
Do not commit the cardinal sin of dashing into your local dealer,
magazine in hand, demanding to purchase Best Buy CD player A,
Best Buy amplifier B and Best Buy speakers C. This

is unlikely to result in your long-term satisfaction. Our

belief at Hi-Fi Choice is that you must consider the

hi-fi system as a complete entity, not as a collection

of components. While a superb system might well

contain Best Buy and Recommended components,

one cannot lump together Best Buys and Recommendations

in the hope that they will automatically perform superbly. These
ratings make a useful guideline for short-listing

components worth trying, but only by hearing them for

yourself can you draw meaningful conclusions about

what suits your taste. Furthermore, don't panic if the

dealer offers you equipment that we have not tested.

At the end of the day, what matters most is that

your hi-fi system fits your tastes like a glove, and it is

the dealer’s challenge to ensure your satisfaction by any

means — and components — necessary!

HI-FI CHOICE

‘DIRECTORY INDEX

ITEM PAGE NUMBER

NEW PRODUCT PRICES 114

LIST OF REVIEWED PRODUCTS 122

INTEGRATED AMPLIFIERS 122

PREAMPLIFIERS 123

POWER AMPLIFIERS 123

CABLES
ANALOGUE INTERCONNECTS

DIGITAL INTERCONNECTS

LOUDSPEAKER CABLES

CARTRIDGES

CASSETTE DECKS

CD PLAYERS

CD TRANSPORTS

DACS

DIGITAL RECORDERS

HEADPHONES

HI-FI LOUDSPEAKERS

SUBWOOFERS

STANDS & SUPPORTS

TONEARMS

TUNERS

TURNTABLES

MANUFACTURER CONTACTS

FACTSBACK SERVICE

S
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AMPLIFIERS

Aiwa XA-003

Arcam Alpha 5 Plus
Arcam Alpha 7
Cambridge Audio Al
Grundig V11
Harman-Kardon HK610
JVC AX-R5BK

JVC AX-V6BK
Kenwood KA-3020SE
Luxman A-312
Luxman A-331
Magnum IA120
Marantz PM-34

NAD 312

Onkyo A-801

Pioneer A-103
Pioneer A-203
Pionger A-303R
Pioneer A-300X
Rega Brio

Rotel RA970BX

Sony TA-FE200

Sony TA-F161

Sony TA-F300

Sony TA-F261E

Sony TA-F246E

Sony TA-F448E

Sony TA-FA06E

Teac AR300

Teac AR500
Technics SU-V300
Technies SU-A600 Mk3
Technics SU-V500
Technics SU-V620
Technics SU-A700 Mk3
Yamaha AX-390
Yamaha AX-490

Alchemist Axiom
Alchemist Maxim
Analogue Jupitor

Arcam Alpha 8

Arcam Alpha 6 Plus
Arcam Alpha 9

Arcam Delta 290

Arion Adonis (kit)

Audio Innovations Alto
Audiolab 8000A
Audiolink Sterling Il

Aura VAL00 §I

Cr Developments Kalypso
Credo IMP702

Creek 4240

Creek 4240SE

Derion PMA-450SE

Emf Audio Sequel
Harman-Kardon HK620
Harman-Kardon HK1200
Harman-Kardon HK1400
Harman-Kardon HK640
Luxman A-353R

240
250

160
200
200
230

200
250
249
150
200
200
130
150
200
230
229
250
130
140
150
160
200
250
250
200
250

200
230
250
170
249

289
319
330
350
350
500
500
495
300
500
350
400
499
499
219
350
280
349
280
300
400
450
350

Luxman A-373
Magnum IA170
Marantz PM-65
Marantz PM-711AV
Mission Cyrus IIl
Moth 30 Integrated
Musical Fidelity E10
Musical Fidelity E101
Musical Fidelity A2
NAD 314

Onix 0A30

Onix 0A21S

Onix 0A31

Onkyo A-911

Onkyo A850

Orelle SA-100
Pioneer A-400X
Pioneer A-503R
Pioneer A-602
Pioneer VSA-701S
Pro-Ject Model 7
Rega Elex

Sony TA-F3ES
Technics SU-A800D
Technics SU-A900 Mk2
Technics SU-A300D
Yamaha AX-590

Alchemist Kraken A
Alchemist Kraken Anniv
Alchemist Nemesis
AMC CVT3030

Arcam Alpha 9+MOD
Audiolab 80008

Credo IMP703

DPA Renaissance
Exposure XX Super
Gamma Acoustics Gemini
Harman-Kardon HK660
LFD Integrated Zero
LFD Int. Zero (Ph)

Linn Majik-1 (Line)
Lynwood Opal

Magnum Class A
Micromega Tempo 1
Monrio M)

Musical Fidelity A220
Myryad MI120

Naim Audio NAIT 3
Pioneer VSA-D802S
Quad 771A

Rose Scion

Shearne Phase 2
Stemfoort Audio SF60
Teac AB-X7R

Triangle TEGOSE

Alchemist Forseti
Arcam Xeta One

Aura VA150

AVI S2000M!

Chimera X-80

Cr Developments Romulus
Electrocompaniet EC1-2
Exposure XV Super
Harman-Kardon HK680
LFD Int. Zero LE

Linn Majik-i (Phono)
Meridian 551
Micromega Tempo 2
Minstrel Ultra Linear
Monrio MC-200S

Naim Audio NAIT 3 R
Rega Elicit

Sonic Link DM30
Stemfoort Audio SF100
Teac AB-X10

Thule 1A100

harman/kardon s
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400
299
300
450
500
320

499
499
260
300

350
370

350
500

400
400

500
299

549
549
650

550
700
538
595

650

679
650
685

700
695
699
530
549
600

545
649
549
700
650

899

800
799

998
990
800
1,000
799

900
900
895
724
730
725
849
1,000
949

Woodside 1SAZ30
Woodside 1SA230 Line
YBA Integre Line

Arion Elektra Export Mk
Arion Talos Line Mk II

Arion Talos Phono Mk Ii
Arion Tycho Int Mk Il

Art Audio Integra

Audio Innovations Classic 25
Audio Innovations S500
Audio Innovations S700
Bryston B-60

Bryston B-60R

Chimera X-100

Copland CSA-14

Copland CTA-401

EAR 859

EAR 834

Electrocompaniet EC1-2SF
LFD Integrated 1

Meracus INTRARE

Minstrel Partridge

Monrio MC-205

Musical Fidelity A1000
Rogers E-20a

Rogers E-40a

Sonic Frontiers SFC-1
Triangle Nemo Allion 02
Tube Tech Unisis S'Line
Tube Tech Unisis

Unison Research Simply Two
Unison Research Simply Four P
Unison Research Simply Four T
YBA Integre

Adyton OPERA
Electrocompaniet ECI-1
Electrocompaniet ECI-1 SF
Gamma Acoustics Rhythm
Mcintosh MA6800
Meracus ONESTA

Tube Tech Synergy 1

Unison Research Performance One

Preamp:

Alchemist Kraken/Pre
AMC AV81 Control
AMC 1030

AMC S84

AMC AV81 H.T. Control
Analogue Saturn
Analogue Saturn MC
Art Audio Minuet
Audio Innovations P1
Audio Innovations L1
Audio Innovations T2
Audiolink P400

Credo PMP003

Credo HMP0O03

Credo MMP002
Creek 0BM-8

Creek 0BM-9

899
999

1,399
1,450
1,650
1,999
1,499
1,099
1,199
1,199
1,090
1,249
1,200

1,699
1,595
1,599
L1713
1,099
1,095
1,499
1,500
1,399
1,090
1,900
1,795
1,650
11399
1,399
1,148
1,495
1,645
1,199

2,595
2,233
2415
2,499
3735
2,595
3,999
4,500

289
379
479
499

75

75
499
369
369
425
467
385
388
439

99
110

This punchy little integrated
amp is a great way to start a budget system.

Creek P42

Crimson CS610C
Denon PMA-425R

EAR 834P

EAR 834L

Grant CD10
Harman-Kardon AP2500
LFD Linestage LSO
Lumley Reference PP70
Lumley Reference PP40
Lumley Reference PP1
Lumley Reference PP1&PP70
Magnum MP330
Michell Iso

Moth 30 Passive

Moth 30 RIAA

Moth 30 Active

Moth 30 RIAA 100VA
Moth 30 Active 100VA
Musical Fidelity E20
Musical Fidelity F2
Naim Audio PREFIX
Naim Audio NAC92
Onix 0A24

QED Vector

Rega EOS

Rose RV-23

Rotel RC970BX Mkl
Technics SU-C1000
Thorens TTP2000
Unison Research Simply Phono

Adyton CHORUS
Alchemist Forsetti Pre
Arcam Delta 110

Arion Eros Line Mk Il
Arion Eros Phono Mk Il
Art Audio Headline

Art Audio VPL

Art Audio Conductor Phono
Art Audio VP1

Art Audio Conductor

Art Audio Conductor Export
Audio Innovations L2
Audio Innovations P2MM
Audio Innovations PZMC
Audio Research PH-3
Audio Research LS-3
Audiolab 8000C
Audiolab 8000PPA
Audiolab 8000Q

Aura CA200

AVI S2000MP

AVI S2000MP +P
Bryston .4

Bryston BP1

Bryston BPS

Bryston BP4

Bryston BP20

Bryston BP-25

Bryston BP-25P

Bryston 4B-ST PRO
Bryston BP-25MC
Chimera X-150C

Classe Audio Audio 3D
Classe Audio Audio 4L
Classe Audio Audio 4
Concordant Exhilerant
Concordant Exquisite
Copland CSA-303
Copland CTA-301MKII
Counterpoint SA-1000E
Counterpoint Solid 8E
Counterpoint SA-2000E
Credo CMP004

Credo CMP005

Dawn Audio Prefude +50
DNM 3 Start

279
450
230
399
449
482
499
499
325
325
325
345
475
420
149
199
249
299
349
399
499
334
448
400
199
398
450
175
350
500
495

1,995
919
750

1,150

1,350
700
741
750
952

1,250

2,000
749
749
949

1,650

1,845
550
900

1,100
700
849

1,049
546
673
757
802
958

1,129

1,355

1,495

1,580
800

1320

1,697

1,735
900

1,950

1,155

1,349

13195

1,195

1,695
799

1,119
951
950

The range-topping
pre/power combo has been upgraded recently.

DNM 3A Start

Dynavector L200
Dynavector P100
Dynavector L100

ECA Vista S

ECA Vista HD

ECA Prisma
Electrocompaniet ECP-1
Electrocompaniet ECP-1 SF
Electrocompaniet EC-4.5
Electrocompaniet EC-4.5SF
Electrocompaniet EC-4 Line
Electrocompaniet EC-4 SF Line
Electrocompaniet EC-3MC
Exposure XIX /
Exposure XvII

Gamma Acoustics Era Std
Graaf WFB Two

Grant G100P

KAL Magician

KAL Harlequin

LFD MC1 Phonostage

LFD LS1 Linestage

LFD Phonostage MC2

LFD Linestage LS2

LFD LFD

LFD Linestage LS2P

LFD Linestage LSB

Linn Wakonda/L

Linn Wakonda

Linn Kairn Line

Linn Kairn Phono

Lumley Reference PS1
Lumley Reference WAP1.5
Lumley Reference LV1.5

- Lumley Reference LV1

Lumley Reference LV1
Lumley Reference WAP1
Lumley Reference L/R PV1.5
Lumley Reference PV1.5
Lumley Reference PV1
Lumley Reference PV1
Marantz AV-500
Marantz SC-23
Mcintosh C712
Meracus INGREDI
Meridian 501

Meridian 562

Meridian 501V

Meridian 562V
Meridian 502

Michell Argo

Michell Iso HR

Michell Argo HR

Michi RHC-10

Michi RHQ-10

Michi RHA-10
Micromega Tempo P
Monrio ADN

Monrio PLURL-L
Musical Fidelity F25
Naim Audio NAC92R
Naim Audio NAC72
Naim Audio NAC 102
PS Audio 6.1

PS Audio 6.2

PS Audio Phono Link
Quad 77PR

Rega HAL

Rose RV-23S

Shearne Phase 6 Pre
Shearne Phase 1 Pre Ref
Sonic Frontiers SFP-1
Sonic Frontiers SFL-1
Sonic Frontiers SFP-1 Sig
Sonic Frontiers SFL-1 Sig
Sumo Ulysses It

Sumo Athena Il Line
Sumo Polaris Il

1,500
1,19
1,495
1,995
760
880
880
580
675
1,200
1,343
1,466
1,648
1,953
800
850
999
1,100
764
550
750
949
999
1,499
1,599
1,599
1,750
1,999
750
850
1,400
1,700
795
895
895
1,000
1,150
1,150
1,350
1,500
1,500
1,700
699
1,000
1479
925
695
765
875
995
1,295
730
895
1,339
795
1,150
1,150
1,250
595
950
1,499
599
690
998
799
899
899
850
998
525
895
1,399
1,095
1,395
1,495
1,795
629
767
898

HI-FI CHOICE



Sumo Athena Il

Sumo Artemis OP

Sumo Audiomeda Ill

Sumo Model Five

Technics SU-C2000

Tesserac TAADA

Tesserac TALA

Tesserac TAHA

Thorens TTP 2000F

Thorens TRP3000

Thorens TRP3000

Thorens TRP 3000

Thule PR200

Tube Tech Seer Line

Tube Tech Seer Phono

Tube Tech Prophet

Unison Research Mystery One
Unison Research Phono One
Woodside SC27 Line
Woodside SC27 MM
Woodside SC27 MC

Woodside S
Woodside SC26
XTC PRE-1
Yamaha CX-2
YBA3 Pre
YBA2 Prs

Adyton TEMPER

Adyton MODUS

Alchemist Aichemist Control
ATC SCA2

Audio Research LS-3b
Audio Research PH-2
Audio Research LS-2 Il
Audio Research SP9 Il
Audio Research LS-2b Il
Audio Research LS-5 Il
CAT SLI Sig line

CAT SL1 Sig phono
Classe Audio Audio 5L II
Classe Audio Audio 5 Il
Classe Audio Audio 6L Il
Classe Audio Audio 6 Il
Counterpoint SA-3000E
Counterpoint SA-5000E
Counterpoint SA-9

DNM 3B Twin E

DNM 3B Primus E

DNM 3B Six E

EAR 802M

EAR G88
Electrocompaniet EC-3MC SF
Gamma Acoustics Era Ref
Jadis DEFY-P60

Jadis JPL

Jadis JPP-200

Jadis JP-30MC

Jadis JP-S2

KAL Empress

Krell KSL-2

Krefl KRC-2

Krell KRCs

LFD Disc Preamp

Lumley Reference L/R M100
Lumley Reference L/R LS2
Lumley Reference L/R PS2
Lumiey Reference PS2
Lumley Reference L/R M140
Lumley Reference ST150
Mark Levinson 38

Mark Levinson 38
Matisse Fantasy

Matisse Reference
Mcintosh C38

Mcintosh C22

Mcintosh C39

Mcintosh C40

Meracus PRETARE
Meridian 601

Naim Audio NAC82

Naim Audio NAC52

Sonic Frontiers SFL-2
Sumo Model Ten/M
Tesserac TAP-A

YBA 1 Pre

Power Amps

AMC 2445

HI-FI CHOICE

987
1,695
1,810
1,830

700
1,500
1,500
1,800

650
1,500
1,500
1,500

699

575

649
1,199
1,750
1,995

705

881

999

1,000
650

2,495
2,895
4,995
2,499
2,250
2,895
2,997
3,290
3,398
5,690
5,500
6,000
2,395
2,657
3,469
3817
2,195
3,995
3,995
3,050
3,630
4,780
2,599
6,999
2,135
3,999
3774
4,720
4,998
5978
7,900
3,660
3,331
4,190
6,949
4,499
2,250
3,250
3,550
3,550
4,250
4,350
3,995
6,495
2,300
3,500
2,095
2,099
3,129
3,239
2,195
2,750
2,058
3,190
3,795
4,080
5,300

299

AMC 2030

Arcam ALPHA 9P
Arcam Delta 290P
Creek A2

Crimson CS620C
Denon PMA-250SE
Denon PMA-350SE
Denon PMA-725R
Harman-Kardon PA2100
LFD Powerstage PAO
Marantz MAS00
Marantz AV600
Marantz MA-500
Marantz MM-500
Moth 30 Series Power
Moth 30 Mono/40
Myryad MA 120
Naim Audio NAP90/3
Onix 0A401

Rotel RB970BX MKI!
Rotel RB98OBX
Technics SE-A1000

Alchemist Forsetti Pwr
Arion EOS Export Mk Il
Arion Triton Mk 11

Arion Tycho Pwr Mk Il
Art Audio Quintet

Art Audio Qunitet SE MB
Art Audio Concerto
Augdio Innovations Ser 800
Audio Innovations First Audio
Audio Innovations Ser 1000
Audiolab 8000P
Audiolab 8000M
Audiolink PRA01

Aura PA200

AVI S2000MA

AVI S2000MM

Bryston 2B-LP

Bryston 3B-ST PRO
Bryston THX3B

Bryston 3B-NRB
Bryston 7B-ST PRO
Bryston THX7B

Bryston 5B-ST PRO
Bryston 4B-NRB
Bryston 7B-NRB
Bryston THX48

Bryston 8B-ST PRO
Chimera X-150P

Classe Audio Audio 70
Copland CSA 8

Copland CTA-501
Copland CTA-504
Counterpoint Solid 1EM
Counterpoint SA100E
Counterpoint Solid 1E
Counterpoint NPS-100E
Credo PMP154

Credo PMP303

Crimson CS630C

Dawn Audio Cmd 2 by 200
DNM PA1

ECA Lectern S

ECA Lectern HD
Electrocompaniet AW60B
Electrocompaniet AW608B SF
Exposure XVIit Super
Exposure XVIIl (pr)
Grant G50A

Grant G100AMS
Harman-Kardon PA2200
Harman-Kardon PA2400
LFD PA1 Powerstage
LFD Powerstage PA2
LFD Powerstage PA2M
Linn LK100

Linn Klout

Lumley Reference ST40
Lumley Reference ST70
Lynwood Ruby

Magnum MF330
Marantz MA-23
Mcintosh MC7100
Meracus CIERE
Meridian 555

Michell Alecto Stereo
Michell Alecto Mono
Michi RHB-05

Michi RHB-10
Micromega Amp

Monrio MC-25

Monrio HP1

Moth 30 Stereo/60
Moth 30 Mono/100
Musical Fidelity FX2
NAD Monitor 208

Naim Audio NAP140
Naim Audio NAP180
Naim Audio NAP135
Naim Audio NAP250
Onix 0A601

Onix 0A801

Papworth TVAS0

PS Audio 100 Delta
Quad 77SA

Quad 707

Rega EXS

Rega EXON

Rose RP-190 (Dual Mode)
Rotet RB990BX
Shearne Phase 3
Shearne Phase 5 Mono
Sonic Frontiers SFS-40
Technics SE-A2000
Thorens TTA2000
Thorens TRA3000
Thorens TRA3000
Thorens TRA 3000
Thule PA200

Tube Tech Unisis Pwr Amp
Woodside ISA 240
Woodside MAS0 Class A
Woodside STA35

XTC POW-1

Yamaha MX-2

YBA 3 Power

+ ROK-M1.5

Adyton CORDIS 1.6

Alchemist Alchemist Stereo
Alchemist Alchemist Mono

Art Audio Tempo

Art Audio Quintet SE

Art Audio Maestro

Audio Innovations Ser 1000SE
Audio Innovations Second Audio
Audio Research VT60

Audio Research D-200

Audio Research V35

Audio Research V70

Audio Research D-300

Audio Research VT130

Audio Research D-40011

Audio Research VT150

Audio Research V140

Bryston THX8B

Bryston 8B-NRB

Classe Audio Audio 10

Classe Audio Audio 15

Classe Audio Audio 25

Classe Audio Audio M-700
Classe Audio Audio M-1000
Copland CTA-505
Counterpoint Solid 2E
Counterpoint NPS-200E
Counterpoint SA4
Counterpoint Nat Progress
Counterpoint NPS-400E
Counterpoint NPM-E

Credo PMP102

Credo PMP252

DNM PA2BE

DNM PA2BS

DNM PA2BS-1

Dynavector HX75

Dynavector HX1.2

EAR 509 Mk 1l

EAR 519

EAR 549

Electrocompaniet AW100DMB
Electrocompaniet AW100DMB-SF
Electrocompaniet AW2500MB
Electrocompaniet AW250DMB-SF
Electrocompaniet AW180MB
Electrocompaniet AW180MB-SF
Exposure IV

Exposure XVI

Gamma Acoustics Aeon 211NTAC
Gamma Acoustics Space Ref

1,425
1,499
600
800
598
598
550

619
879
1,695
1,100

2,000
2,000
2,000
1,798
1,099

949
1,224

2,000
750
1,199

4,500
3,495
3,995
8,995
2,499
2,500
3,524
2,499
3,299
2,645
3,248
3,355
4,480
4,800
5,994
6,600
7,200
8,960
2,030
2,195
2,299
3,399
4,639
7,690
9,968

2,495
2,995
3,575
4,125
4,395
8,995
2,181
2,509
4,250
5,250
5,650
2,195
3,995
3,499
4,699
6,999
2,115
2,298
3,983
4,215
4673
4910
2,199
4,000
4,999
5,999

Graaf 5050

Grant G350A

Grant G200AMS

Jadis JA-30

Jadis JA-80

Jadis DEFY-7

Jadis JA-200

KAL Emperor

Krell KSA-50s

Krell KSA-100s

Krell KSA-200s

Krell KSA-300s

Lumley Reference M120
Marantz MA-24

Mark Levinson 29

Mark Levinson 331
Mark Levinson 27.5
Mark Levinson 332
Mark Levinson 23.5
Mark Levinson 333
Matisse Ref Monoblocks
Mcintosh MC7108
Mcintosh MC7150
Mcintosh MC7104
Mcintosh MC150
Mcintosh MC7300
Mcintosh MC7106
Mcintosh MC275
Mcintosh MC300
Mcintosh MC2600
Mcintosh MC500
Meracus TENTARE
Meracus CANTARE
Musical Fidelity F16
Musical Fidelity F19
Papworth M100
Papworth M200

PS Audio 200 Delta

PS Audio 200b Delta

PS Audio 250 Delta
Shearne Phase 1 Pwr Ref
Sonic Frontiers SFS-80
Sonic Frontiers SFS-160
Tesserac TAMP-60

Tube Tech Genesis
Unison Research Smart 845
YBA 2 P

YBA 1

Arcam Xeta One
Denon AVC-2800
Harman-Kardon AV1200
IVC AX-V6BK
Marantz MM-500
Marantz PM-711AV
Marantz SR-73
NAD 912

NAD AV316

NAD AV216THX
NAD 916

NAD 208THX

2,100
3,455
3,760
2,880
4,956
5,290
7,159
4375

5,843
7,987
9,500
3,200
2,600
3,450
4,495
5399
6,495
7,399
8,495
7,800
2,249
2,295
2,729
2,855
3,195
3,425
3,595
3,765
5395
6,265
2,245
8,995
2,499
3,999
2,645
3,825
2,219
2,490
2,980
2,199
2,895
5495
7.350
2,599
2,995

Buy British to get a fine-

Sony TA-VE700
Sony TA-AV590
Sony TA-AV570B
Technics SL-EX100
Technics SL-EX300
Yamaha DSP-A590
Yamaha DSP-A780
Yamaha DSP-A2070

sounding, feature-packed AV amp.

350
399
400
200
250
349
599
1,099

Denon AVR-900 350
Harman-Kardon AVR-20 499
Harman-Kardon AVR-25 699
Harman-Kardon AVR-30 1,000
JVC RX-416VBK 270
JVC RX-616RBK 350
Marantz SR-82 900
NAD AV713 480
NAD 917 550
NAD AV716 600
Onkyo TX-SV424PRO 450
Onkyo TX-SV525PRO 600
Onkyo TX-SV727PRO 900
Onkyo TX-SV919THX 2,000
Philips FTR731 250
Philips FR751 300
Pioneer VSX-804RDS 399
Sony ST-AD54B 280
Sony STR-D615 300
Sony SMD6118 330
Yamaha RX-V390RDS 299
Yamaha RX-V590RDS 449

AV Loudspeakers
Centre Channel Speakers

B&W Solid HCM1S

B&W CC3

B&W CC6

Boston Acoustics 404V
Boston Acoustics CR1
Boston Acoustics Centre 6
Boston Acoustics 525V
Boston Acoustics Centre 7
Boston Acoustics VR12
Canon $-C10

Canon S-C20

Celestion CSC

Celestion Centre 2

JBL MR Centre

DECEMBER 1996

125
150
200
100
100
130
150
200
300
129
199
129
189
100

115



Deploys GLL's
revolutionary ICT technology for ace AV sound.

JBL TLX103 130
<« JBL SC305 150
JBL Centre 180
JPW Center 160 170
KEF 200C 699
Kenwood CS-6 150
Keswick Audio Centrali 359
Linn Centrik 298
Meridian DSP5000C 1,750
Meridian DSP6000C 4,900
Mission 75C 248
Monitor Audio CC200 200
Monitor Audio CC900 400
NAD 808CC 170
Polk CS200 170
Polk RM2500C 249
Polk CS250 250
Polk CS350 450
Royd AV77 250
Yamaha NS-C60 60
Yamaha NS-C105 80
Yamaha NS-C150 110
Zyp ALTAV 109

Aiwa SX-R220 50
B&W SCM8 550
Boston Acoustics VRS 429
Boston Acoustics 575X 450
Canon V-100 210
Musical Technology Merlin 200
Polk M3 I 220
Polk M5 300
Polk LS f/x Surround 449

Aiwa TS-W5 150
Aiwa TS-W7 200
B&W Solid System 685
B&W THX System 4,395
Boston Acoustics THX System 2,500
Canon S-KT2 229
Canon S-KT1 219
Celestion CS2 149
Dali Surround Sound Sys 1,240
GLL Arena AV 89
Harman-Kardon HT-1 System 2,500
JBL Control 1 119
JBL Control 4 249
JBL SAT2 299
JBL Control 25 599
JBL Music/Movies One 650
JBL/REL System 995
JBL Music/Movies Two 1,100
JBL HT-1 System 2,500
JBL Synthesis Three 15,000
JBL Synthesis Two 22,500
JBL Synthesis One 32,000
JPW Gold Monitors 80
JPW MM Package 199
JPW Gold Monitor 280
JPW AV2 300
JPW AVL 300
JPW AV4 400
JPW AV3 400
KEF 80C 129
Pioneer S-V201 250
Pioneer S-V401 700
Polk RM3000 11/M3/CS200 1,088
Polk SRT 9,500
REL/JBL System 1,000
Sony SA-VA1 599
Sony SA-VA3 799
Sony SA-V55 800
Wharfedale Movies 4 349
Wharfedale Movies 7 459
Wharfedale Movies 9 489
Subwoofers
B&W Solid Powerbass 300
B&W PCS8 750
B&W 800ASW 1,500
Boston Acoustics VR500 400

{1l An affordable way to biwire your
speakers, with innovative ‘cold-welded’ plugs.
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Boston Acoustics SW10 450

Boston Acoustics 595X 455
Canon $-B20 200
JBL PS60 399
JPW Satellites 80
JPW Subwoofer 130
JVC SX-SC1VBK 60
Kenwood CM-5ES 80
Kenwood RS-05 80
Kenwood CM-7ES 100
Kenwood SW500 250
Meridian Sub 1 1,500
Polk PSW100 499
Rel Stadium Il 1,000
Rel Stentor 2 1,800
Rel Studio 2 4,000
Wharfedale Modus Sub-Bass 180

CABLES
gue Interconnects
Arion SA0.5 75
Arion SA1 125
Arion SA2 199
Cable Talk Improved 2/CD 25
Cable Talk Advanced 2 35
Cable Talk Improved 2/T 50
Cable Talk Studio 2 65
Cable Talk Professional 2 85
Cable Talk Broadcast 2 130
Cable Talk Reference 2 180
Chord Chrysalis 30
Chord Cobra 49
Chord Siren 65
Chord Chameleon 68
Chord Solid 9
DPA Slink 41
DPA White Slink 75
Electrocompaniet EC-K4/S 165
Electrocompaniet EC-K4/X 214
Ixos 104 20
Ixos 103 40
Ixos 102 60
Ixos 101 100
Kimber Cable llluminati DX50 350
Kimber Cable Orchid 750
Kronos Konnekt 3 49
Kronos Konnekt 2 99
Kronos Konnekt 1 199
Naim Audio SNAIC-5 47
Nordost Magic 1 30
Nordost Black Knight 50
Nordost Blue Angel 80
Nordost Blue Heaven 120
Nordost Red Dawn 250
QED P2 Gold 20
QED Incon P2 Screened 23
QED Incon P1 Screened 26
Sonic Link Pink 35
Sonic Link Red 45
Sonic Link Derwent 50
Sonic Link Violet 85
Sonic Link Blue 115
Sonic Link Black 165
Trichord Pulsewire 75 150
Arion DAC1 99
Arion DAC2 199
Audioquest Video Z 50
Audioguest Digital PRO 90
Cable Talk Digital 2 7]
Chord Codac 83
Chord Prodac 50
DPA Digi-link 28
Ixos 105 25
Monster Datalink 100 45
Moth Leyline Datalink 140
Nordost Moonglo Digital 135
QED Digiflex 20
QLN Nordost Moonglo 130
QLN Nordost-XLR 165
Sonic Link Light Brown 30
Sonic Link Green 50
Trichord Pulsewire 75/D 64
Van Den Hul MV Videolink 75 30
Bandridge LC7409 4
Cable Talk Overture 2 4
Chord MYTH 6
Chord LEGEND 15

Electrocompaniet EC-K2
Gale XL315

Gale XL160-2

Grado 450CM

Ixos 607

Ixos 605

Ixos 606

Ixos 605/5

Lumley Reference Silver
Naim Audio NACA 5
Puresonic 7845

Rega

L CARTRIDGES

Arcam C77

Arcam C77MG

Arcam E77

Arcam E77MG

Arcam P77

Arcam P77MG

Audio Technica AT-91
Audio Technica AT-95€
Audio Technica AT-110E
Denon DL110

Denon DL160

Denon DL103

Goldring Elan P
Goldring Elan

Goldring Elektra
Goldring 1006
Goldring 1012GX
Goldring 1012 GX Cartridge
Goldring 1022GX
Grado ZTE+ 1

Grado ZCE+1

Grado Z3E+1

Grado Prestige Black
Grado Prestige Green
Grado Prestige Blue
Grado ZF1+

Grado Prestige Red
Linn K5

Nottingham Analogue Tracer |
Ortofon VMS2

Ortofon OMP-5E
Ortofon OM-5E
Ortofon OM10 Super
Ortofon OMPRO-S
Ortofon OM Pro §
Ortofon 510

Ortofon OMDJ'S
Ortofon OMPRO-S+2
Ortofon OM Night Club S
Ortofon 520

Ortofon Concord PRos
Ortofon OM20 Super
Ortofon OM Night Club E
Ortofon MC1 Turbo
Ortofon Concord Pro S
Ortofon MC1 Turbo
Ortofon Condcord DJ's
Ortofon OMDJ'S +2
Ortofon OM30 Super
Ortofon Concord PRO-S +2
Ortofon OMNC+2
Ortofon MC10 Super
Ortofon 530

Pickering TE-15
Pickering VE-15
Pickering T-E
Pickering V15-DJ
Pickering TL-E
Pickering TL-2E
Pickering XV15-625E
Pickering XV15-150-DJ
Pickering TL-2-S
Pickering XV15-757S
Pickering XV15-6250)
Pickering XV15-1800S
Pickering TL3S
Pickering XEV-3001E
Pickering XLZ-3500
Pickering TL-4-S
Pro-Ject 78rpm Kit
Rega Bias

Rega RB78

Rega Super Bias

Rega Elys

Shure SC35C

40
50
60
63
73
13
19
24
70
90
100
7
19
29
59
65
79
9
27
37
47
49
59
69
82
9
65
98
14
20
20
30
38
38
38
50
60
65
65
70
70
70
70
70
70
80
80
90
195,
100
100
100
20
25
25
28
35
45

50
55
60
60
70
80
9
100
100
20
39
39
59
85
29

Shure ME9SED
Shure M70BX
Stanton 500AL II
Stanton 500EL
Stanton 680AL/X
Stanton 680EL/X
Sumiko Oyster
Sumiko Black Pearl
Sumiko Pearl
Sumiko Blue Point

Roksan Corus Black
Roksan Shiraz

Audio Technica AT-0C9
Audio Technica ART-1
Audioquest MC5
Audioquest 404L
Audioquest 404iMH
Audioguest 7000NSX
Denon DL304

DNM Reson Mica

DNM Reson Aciore

DNM Reson Reca

DNM Reson Etile

DNM Reson Lexe
Dynavector 50X
Dynavector 10X
Dynavector 23RS
Dynavector 17D2
Dynavector XX-1L
Dynavector XX-1
Dynavector TE-KAITORA
Goldring Eroica LX
Goldring Eroica
Goldring 1042

Goldring Elite

Grado Prestige Silver
Grado Prestige Gold
Grado Signature Junior
Grado Signature 8MZ
Grado Signature MCZ
Grado Signature TLZ
Grado Signature XTZ
Koetsu Red T

Koetsu Red K Sig
Koetsu Urushi

Koetsu Signature

Linn K9

Linn K18/11

Linn Klyde

Linn Arkiv

London Decca Maroon
London Decca Gold
London Decca Maroon Dp
London Decca Gold Dp
London Decca S Gold
London Decca S Gold Dp
London Decca Jubilee
Lyra Lydian

Lyra Clavis Da Capo
Lyra Parnassus
Nottingham Analogue Tracer Il
Nottingham Analogue Tracer Il
Nottingham Analogue Tracer IV
Ortofon Concord NC S
Ortofon OMNC+E
Ortofon Concord NC E
Ortofon MC3 Turbo
Ortofon MC15 Super It
Ortofon 540

Ortofon Concord NCS+2
Ortofon Concord DJS+2
Ortofon Concord NC+E
Ortofon MC25E

Ortofon MC25FL
Ortofon MC10 Supreme
Ortofon MC20 Supreme
Ortofon MC30 Supreme
Ortofon MC200011
Ortofon MC300011
Ortofon MC5000
Ortofon MC7500
Pickering TL-3003
Pickering XLZ-4500
Pickering TL-4004
Pickering XSV-5000U
Pickering XLZ-7500
Pickering TLZ-7500-S
Pro-Ject 6/A30

Pro-Ject 6/A35

Stanton 890AL/X
Sumiko BPS
Transfiguration SPIRIT
Transfiguration AF-1 Mk Il
Transfiguration Temper
Transfiguration Supreme
Van Den Hul MM-1

Van Den Hul MM-2

Van Den Hul DDT-Il

Van Den Hul MC-10
Van Den Hul MC-One
Van Den Hul MC-One/Hi
Van Den Hul MC-Two

38
38
34
37
56
70
30
50
70
100

130
970
245
944
250
599
899
1,495
200
150
199
225
299
899
169
189
375
450
998
998
1,698
110
110
120
220
119
149
149
250
375
650
975
1,550
1,998
2,297
3218
150
250
500
1,060
259
299
339
379
399
479
999
699
1,069
2,295
175
350
550
110
120
120
130
130
130
150
150
165
180
249
300
425
525
750
1,100
1,500
2,000
145
150
175
200
200
200
1,000
2,350
118
250
1,000
1,595
1,950
1,995
250
299
699
799
999
1,149
1,349

HI-FI CHOICE



This impressive recorder is

expensive but still great value for keen recordists.

Van Den Hul Grasshopper IIISLN
Van Den Hul Grasshopper IIICMN
Van Den Hul Grasshopper IIISLA
Van Den Hul Grasshopper IIGLN
Van Den Hul Grasshopper IlIGLA
Van Den Hul Grasshopper IIICHN
Van Den Hul Grasshopper IVGLA

CASSETTE DECKS

Aiwa AD-F450
Aiwa AD-WX727
Denon DRM-550
Denon DRW-580
Denon DRS-640
Dual CC8000 RS
Grundig CCF3
Grundig CCF3

JVC TD-W218BK
JVC TD-X372BK
JVC TD-R472BK
JVC TD-W318BK
Kenwood KX-W4080
Kenwood KX-3080
Kenwood KX-W6080
Kenwood KX-5080S
Luxman K-322
Marantz SD-53
Pioneer CT-S330
Pioneer CT-W503R
Pioneer CT-S430!
Sony TC-KE200
Sony TC-WE405
Sony TC-KE400S
Sony TC-WE505
Teac W-416

Teac V-610

HI-FI CHOICE

2,200
2,750
2,999
2,999

3.400
3,450

200

170

200
160
160
200
200

170
200

120
150
180
200
100
100

Teac W-780R

Teac R-560
Technics RS-TR373
Technics RS-BX501
Yamaha KX-390
Yamaha KX-W392
Yamaha KX-490

Aiwa AD-F850
Aiwa AD-S950
Arcam Delta 100
Denon DRM-740
Denon DRS-810
Harman-Kardon TD420
Harman-Kardon TD450
Harman-Kardon TD470
JVC TD-V562BK
JVC TD-W718BK
JVC TD-V662BK
Kenwood KX-7060S
Luxman K-373
Marantz SD-535
Marantz SD-63
Marantz CP-430
NAD 613

NAD 614

NAD 616

Onkyo TA-RW311
Onkyo KR-609
Onkyo K-W606
Onkyo K-611
Pioneer CT-W603RS
Pioneer CT-W803RS
Pioneer CT-S630S
Pioneer CT-ME01R
Pioneer CT-S830S
Pioneer CT-95

Sony TC-KE500S
Sony TC-WE80S
Sony TC-KE600S
Sony TC-K611S
Sony TC-KAGES
Teac W-850R

Teac V-1030

Teac W-6000R
Teac V-60308

Teac V-80308
Technics RS-TR474
Technics RS-AZ6
Technics RS-TR575

170
180
200

150
180

230

350
450

250
330
250
600

210
299
320
350
370

230
300

380

1,000
230
250

550
250
250
450
550
650
220
230
280

Technological wonder that
sets new standards for natural-sounding music!

Technics RS-AZ7
Yamaha KX-W592
Yamaha KX-690
Yamaha KX-W952

CD PLAYER

Aiwa XC-300
Cambridge Audio CD4
Denon DCD-625
Denon DCD-825
Dual CD1135RC
Dual CD1150RC
Dual CD1000RS
Dual CD1180RC
Eclipse CD101a
Grundig CDIl
Harman-Kardon HD710
JVC XL-V184BK

IVC XL-V284BK

JVC XL-F116BK

JVC XL-F216BK

JVC XL-V574BK
Kenwood DP-M5570
Kenwood DP-5060
Luxman D-322
Marantz CC-47

NAD 510

NAD 512

Onkyo DX-710
Onkyo DX-703
Philips CD711
Philips CD721
Pioneer PD-77
Pioneer PD-103
Pioneer PD-203
Pioneer PD-S504
Pioneer PD-M603
Rotel RCD-930AX
Sony CDP-XE200
Sony CDP-K1303
Sony CDP-XE300
Sony CDP-XE500
Sony CDP-CE405
Sony CDP-XE700E
Sony CDP-C325M
Sony CDP-761E
Teac CD-P1800
Teac CD-P3450
Teac CD-P3450
Teac PD-D2200
Technics SL-PG380A
Technics SL-PG480A
Technics SL-PG580A
Technics SL-PG570A
Technics SL-PS670A
Technics SL-PS770
Yamaha CDC-555
Yamaha CDC-655

Aiwa DX-C100M

AMC CD6

Arcam Alpha One
Arcam Arcam 7

Arcam Alpha 5 Plus
Audio Innovations Alto
Audio Innovations Alto Chr
Aura CD100

Creek CD42

Denon DCD-1015
Grundig CDC14
Harman-Kardon HD7325
Harman-Kardon FL8450
Harman-Kardon HD730
Harman-Kardon HD7425
Harman-Kardon HD7525
JVC XL-2674BK
Micromega Minium CD
Musical Fidelity E60
NAD 514

NAD 517

Onkyo. DX-7210

Onkyo C721

Onkyo DX-7510

Orelle CD-100

Pioneer PD-S70.

Pioneer PD-M703
Pioneer PD-S904
Pioneer PD-DM802
Pioneer PD-S901

280
400
599

140
150
170
180

80
170
250
120
140
180
200
250
250
250

250
199
250
200
240
120
130
100
140
160

250
180
120
130
140
160
180
200
230
250
130
150
179
250
120
140
160
170
200

199
249

500

349

320
470

449
450
500

300
299
300
300

400
350
300
370
400

290

400
450

Pioneer PD-TM3 500
Rotel RCD-965BX 300
Rotel RCD-970BX 375
Sony CDP-XE900E 300
Sony CDP-XA3ES 350
Sony CDP-CX153 450
Teac CD-5

' £501to£1000
Arcam Alpha 8 520
Arcam Alpha 6 600
Arcam Delta 270 800
DPA Renaissance 950
Harman-Kardon HD7625 550
Harman-Kardon HD7725 800
Linn Mimik 875
Luxman D-373 550
Marantz CD-72 Mk Il 600
Meridian 563

Meridian 200 895
Meridian 506 995
Myryad MC100 700
Naim Audio CD3 977
Onix CD33 999
Pioneer PD-F100 600
Quad 778 700
Quad 77M 900
Teac VRDS-10SE 850
Technics SL-P2000 1,000
Thule CD100 849
Roksan ATT-DP3P 1,595
AVI $2000MC 1,249
Copland CDA277 1,800
Copland CDA-288 2,200
Jadis JS-1 8,068
Krell CD-DSP Mk II 5,000
Krell CD DSPII 5000 5,000
Krell KPS20i 9,990
Luxman D500XS 4,500
Marantz CD-23 4,000
Mcintosh MCD7008 2,195
Mcintosh MCD7009 2,635
Meracus AURIGA 1,295
Meracus FLAGRARE 2,495
Meracus AMAGO 3,995
Meracus IMAGIO 4,495
Meridian 606 1,350
Meridian 508 1,685
Micro-Seiki CD-M2DC 3,695
Micro-Seiki CDM2000X 4,689
Mission Disc/Dacmaster 1,900
Musical Fidelity FCD 1,499
Naim Audio CD2 1977
Naim Audio CD5 3,751
Pioneer PD-95 2,500
YBA 2 2,999
ADT Drive 1 3,499
Atd Drive 1 3499
Audio Alchemy DDS Il 700
Audiolab 8000CDM 1,400
Audiomeca Damnation 950
Audiomeca Damnation SE 1,100
Audiomeca Kreatura 1,299
Audiomeca Kreatura SE 1,450
Audiomeca Mephisto

Counterpoint DA-11E 1,495
DPA Enlightenment 725
Jadis JCOT 8,000
Krell KSP20i/I 1,100
Krell MD-20 4,999
Krell MD-10 7,990
Krell KPS 20T 8,490
Krell DT-10 9,090
Linn Karik 1,750
Meridian 500 1,245
Meridian 602 1,750
Micromega Drive 1 700

Pink Triangle Cardinal
PS Audio Lambda tr
Teac VRDS-TI

Teac VRDS-7

Teac P-700

Teac P-30

Theta Data Basic I|
Theta Data IIl NTSC
Theta Data |1l NTSC/PAL
Thorens TCD2000
Wadia 8

Wadia 20

XTC CDT-1LE

Arcam Black Box 50
Arcam Black Box 500
Counterpoint DA-10E

Linn Numerik

Pink Tnangle Ordinal

Pink Triangle DaCapo

PS Audio UltraLink 2 HDCD
PS Audio Ref Link

Teac D-T1

Trichord Pulsar Ser One

599
2,500
5345
5879

900
4370
1,250

480

1,895

JVC XM-D1BK

Meridian CDR 4,500
Philips DCC730 250
Philips DCC170 250
Pioneer D-05 800
Pioneer D-07 1,150
Pioneer PDR-05 1,300
Sharp MD-R1H 400
Sharp MD-MS100H 400
Sony MDS303 500
Sony MDS535 550
Sony MDS503 550
Sony MDA-JA3ES 700
Sony DTC60ES 800
Teac R-9 1,200

Aiwa HP-X201

Aiwa HP-A360

Aiwa HP-X301

Aiwa HP-VX303

Aiwa HP-X705

Audio Technica ATH-P1

Just one in this company's
extensive range of ear-cossetting cans.
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Audio Technica ATH-P3
Audio Technica ATH-P5
Beyer DT111 Alpha
Beyer DT111 Beta
Beyer DT111 Gamma
Beyer DT211
Denon AH-C33
IVC HA-22

JVC HA-CD88

JVC HA-D525

VC HA-FE5

JVC HA-D626
Kenwood KH-535
Kenwood KH-757
Kenwood KH-959
Kenwood KH-1000
Kenwood KH-2020
Maxell EB-125
Maxell HP-200
Maxell EB-225
Maxell HBS-150
Maxell HP-300
Maxell EBS-325
Maxell EB-425
Maxell HP-700
Maxell HP-500
Maxell HP-1000
Maxell HP-2000
Maxell HP-3000
Pioneer SE-5
Pioneer SE-15
Pioneer SE-32
Pioneer SE-52
Pioneer SE-15V
Pioneer SE-330D
Pioneer SE-400D
Ross RE-233

Ross RIH-150
Ross RE-235

Ross RE-234

Ross RE-229

Ross RE-2030
Ross RMH-300
Ross RE-280

Ross RE-246

Ross RE-223

Ross RMH-500CD
Ross RIH-360CD
Ross RE-2060CD
Ross RMH-310V
Ross RIH-550
Ross RIH-460CD
Ross RDH-200CD
Ross RDH-100CD
Ross RDH-300CD
Ross RDH-400CD
Sennheiser HD26
Sennheiser HD36
Sennheiser HD56
Sennheiser Vegas
Sennheiser Manhattan
Sennheiser HD60TV
Sony OPEN MDROOSEL
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CONNNwO DO DO ;

10
10
12
13
15

22
10
13
15
28
28
38

illy declared
“a kickin’ little box"” in our recent review.

Sony MDR-E505
Sony MDRO07MK2
Sony FONTOPIA MDR5801
Sony MDR-009
Sony MDR-WO7L
Sony MDR-A009
Sony MDR-V50
Sony MDR15

Sony MDR-A009
Sony MDR-W24V
Sony MDR-25
Sony MDR-W12L
Sony MDR-E837
Sony MDR-009TV
Sony MDR-35
Sony MDR-CD30
Sony MDROOITV
Sony MDR-A34L
Sony MDR-E848KP
Sony MDR-E848
Sony MDR-CD17Q
Sony MDR-P1TV
Sony MDR-P1TV
Sony MDR-CD250EX
Sony MDR-CD270
Sony MDR-CD370
Technics RP-HT300
Vivanco SR60
Vivanco SR12
Vivanco SR52
Vivanco SR54
Vivanco SR14
Vivanco SR16
Vivanco SR120
Vivanco SR250
Vivanco SR150
Vivanco SR200
Vivanco SR300

AKG K222IR
AKG K333IR
AKG K444IR
AKG K1000
Audio Technica ATH910PRO
Beyer DT311
Beyer DT411
Beyer D331
Beyer DT431
Beyer DT511
Beyer DT770 Pro
Beyer IRS790
Beyer DT531
Beyer DT990 Pro
Beyer DT100
Beyer DT801
Beyer DT811
Beyer IRS890
Beyer DT901
Beyer DT911
Denon AH-D210
Denon AH-D350
Denon AH-D550

—_—ow

19
20
25
30

100
150
180

98
117
129
130

160

172
200
222
222
235

45

65

Denon AH-D650
Denon AH-D750
Denon AH-D950

Ergo 1

Ergo Model2

Grado SR80

Jecklin Float Model 1
Jecklin Float Model 2
Jecklin Float ELS

IVC HA-D727

JVC HA-DI10

JVC HA-D1000

IVC HA-F25

Kenwood KH-5000
Pioneer SE-500D
Pioneer SE-700D
Sennheiser HD414 Class
Sennheiser HD445
Sennheiser HD455
Sennheiser HD465
Sennheiser 1S360/UK
Sennheiser HD475
Sennheiser HD25 SP
Sennheiser HD535
Sennheiser HD545 Ref
Sennheiser HD565 Ovat'n
Sennheiser HD265 Linear
Sennheiser 1S450
Sennheiser HD25
Sennheiser 1S550
Sennheiser HD 580 P'cision
Sennheiser 1S850
Sennheiser HE60/HEV70
Sennheiser Orpheus
Sony MDR-IF210
Sony MDR-CD470
Sony MDR-CD570
Sony MDR-IF210K
Sony MDR-CD770
Sony MDR-D77

Sony MDR-CD1700
Stax SR34

Stax SR Gamma

Stax SR84

Stax SR Lambda

Stax Gamma Pro
Stax Lambda Pro
Stax Lambda Sig
Stax Omega

Technics RP-HT400
Technics RP-HT600
Technics RP-HT700
Vivanco IR5700
Vivanco IR5000
Vivanco SR850
Vivanco SR650
Vivanco SR750
Vivanco IR6000
Vivanco SR909
Vivanco IR6500
Vivanco SR10001FL
Vivanco IR7100
Vivanco IR7600

95
130
150
120
140

LX)

250
699
70
48
60
50

65
70
75
85
100

140
150
160
180
200
860
998

9,652

50
50
70
80

130
200
169

259
349
399

1,695
60
50

50
50

70
70

110
120
140

Vivanco SR2001FL

Advent Mini

Allison AL100

AMC WM50

B&W Solid HCM1S
B&W DM302

B&W Solid HCM2

Bose XL1000

Canon SV15

Canon $-C10
Celestion CC1
Celestion Little 1
Celestion Impact 10
Celestion CSC

Denon SCM2

Gale Ref Monitors
Genexxa GX330

GLL Arena HF
Goodmans Active 75
Interaudio XL1000
Jamo Studio 80

Jamo D100

Jamo sat90

Jamo Studio 110

Jamo D110

Jamo Cornet 20.4
Jamo SAT170

Jamo Artina

Jamo D115

Jamo Cornet 30.4
Jamo JAMO 28

Jamo SAT 200.11

JBL Control One

JPW Minim SGL SHD
JPW Minim Pair Solid
JPW Sonata Vinyl

JPW Sonata

JVC SX-SC1VBK

IVC SP-V50

IVC SP-X220TBK

IVC SP-X550BK

KEF Coda 7

Mission 73

Mission 731i
Mordaunt-Short MS05i
Pioneer CS-3030
Realistic Minimus 3.5
Realistic Minimus 21
Realistic M'mus 26
Realistic Minimus Pro-7
Realistic Minimus Pro-77
Revolver Beretta

Sony SS-E300

Sony SS-E300

Sony SS-E500

Sony SS86E

Sony SS125E

TDL NUCLEUS 1

TDL NFM1

Teac LS-CT8

Teac LS-X8

Technics SB-CS55
Technics SB-CS75
Visonik 5202
Wharfedale Centre Cube
Wharfedale Valdus 100
Wharfedale Diamond 6R
Wharfedale Valdus 200
Wharfedale Modus Micro
Wharfedale Modus Centre
Yamaha NS-C80

Acoustic Energy AE100
Advent Baby 2

Allison AL105

AMC WM75

B&W CWM5

B&W DM601

B&W Solid Monitor
Bose 101 M’ble Monitor
Bose XL2000

Boston Acoustics HDS
Boston Acoustics 325
Boston Acoustics CR6
Boston Acoustics Runabout
Boston Acoustics 350

140

100

100
100
100
110
120
120
120
125
130
115
50
89
100
120
60
80
100
130
129
100
130
100
120
30
30
56
60
100
100
50
50
80
100
130
60
120
80
80
80
100
129
49
79
99
109
109
L)
99

200
149
170
160
150
199
200
190
200

139
149
169
179

Boston Acoustics 335 179
Boston Acoustics Satellites 179
Boston Acoustics 351 180
Boston Acoustics CR7 199
Boston Acoustics Runabout Il 200
Canon $-25 150
Canon S-30

Canon $-B20 200
Celestion CS135

Celestion 3 MKII

Celestion Impact Centre 149
Celestion MP1 149
Celestion Centre 2 189
Celestion STYLE 1 199
Celestion Impact 15 199
Cerwin Vega HED165 200
Denon SC-E313 160
Gale Model 4 200
Genexxa GX650 140
GLL Arena SW 139
GLL Imagio 1C100 170
Grundig BX1 160
Harman-Kardon LS0200 149
Harman-Kardon LS0300 199
Heybrook Prima 139
Heybrook Solo 199
Infinity SM65 150
Infinity Reference 1i 150
Infinity Reference 11i

Interaudio XL2000 140
Interaudio XL3000 160
Interaudio XL4000 200
Jamo Studio 140 140
Jamo SAT300.1I 150
Jamo D135 160
Jamo Studio 180 180
Jamo 38 180
Jamo Converta 180
Jamo D165 200
JBL TIXI11 140
JBLTLXI21 170
JPW P1 Vinyl

JPW P1

JPW AP2

KEF Coda 8 189
KEF 60S 199
Kenwood LS-200G 200
Mission 73C 150
Mission 732

Monitor Audio MA301 200
Mordaunt-Short MS10i 140
Mordaunt-Short MS20i 200
Naim Audio NA PXO 133
Ortofon Concord 2 170
Philips Legend FB7201l

Pioneer CS-5030 170
Polk RT3 200
QLN PROJEKT A3 135
QLN PROJEKT A4 180
QUN QuBic111 200
Rega Kyte 198
Revolver Colt 139
Revolver Purdey Mk II 199
Rogers LS1 149
Royd The Herald 198
Sequence 200 199
Sony SS-176E 200
Tannoy 631 149
Tannoy 632 189
TOL RTL1 180
DL SBR 200
Technics SB-CS95 150
Technics SB-M20 200
Visonik 6003 143
Visonik 5001 170
Wharfedale Modus Mini 139
Wharfedale Valdus 300 149
Wharfedale Modus One 159
Wharfedale Modus Sub-bass 179
Wharfedale Modus Three 199
Wharfedale Valdus 400 199
p Al 199
~ £201t02300
Advent Graduate 219
Advent Prodigy 299
Allison MS200 220
Allison AL110

Allison AL115 280
Allison CD6 300
AMC WM100 210
Audio Gem Opal 230
B&0 Beovox CX50 300
B&W CWM6i 240
B&W Solid HCM1 249
B&W DM602

B&W Solid Powerbass 300
B&W CWM8i 300
Bandor Loudspeakers VOICE 270
Bandor Loudspeakers PICTURES 300
Bose XL3000 230
Bose 151 Environmental 270
Bose 161 Freestyle 275
Bose 201 Ser IIl 290

HI-FI CHOICE



Bose XL4000 295 Polk M5 300 Fullers Sultan 349 UKD-Opera Prima 450 Ruark Talisman Il 749
Boston Acoustics 360 Ser Il 209 QLN Projekt AS 225 Fullers Sultan H.E. 475 Visonik TB1S 366 Shahinian Super EIf 790
Boston Acoustics 361 210 QLN Projekt B3 240 GLL Imagio IC120 420 Wharfedale Modus Seven 339 Spendor 2030 599
Boston Acoustics CR8 239 QLN QuBic 121 250 Grundig BX3 Mk 1l 350 Wharfedale Modus One-Three 439 Spendor LS3/5A 630
Boston Acoustics 380 249 QLN 122 270 Heybrook Trio Spendor SP3/1 795
Boston Acoustics 381 250 QINAG 210 | Heybrook Heylo 30 IESOINGRB00NIIE  Tannoy 625 595
Boston Acoustics CR9 279 QLN Projekt B3i 285 Heybrook Heystak 499 Roksan 1 595 Tannoy 638
Boston Acoustics Voyager 299 Rega EL8 Infinity SM105 350 Roksan Ojan Sub 795 Tannoy D100 649
Boston Lynnfield VR10 250 Rogers LS33 249 Infinity SM115 450 Roksan Qjan 3 Black 795 TOL T-Line 2 ; 550
Boston Lynnfield VRS 300 Royd Minstrel Infinity SSW-10 Sub 500 Acoustic Energy AE1-II 795 TDLRTLA 650
Boston Lynnfield VR12 300 Royd Merlin Jamo 407A 350 Advent Heritage 579 TOL T-Line3 750
Canon SV15KIT2 210 Sequence 300 249 Jamo JAMO 98 360 Allison CD8 550 Totem Rokk 695
Canon V-100 210 Sequence FW120 249 Jamo CLASSIC 6 360 Allison AL125 650 UKD-Opera Seconda 550
Canon V-100W 220 System Audio 905 Jamo BX 100A 370 Allison AL130 800 UKD-Opera Riferimento 595
Canon V-100EX 240 Tannoy 633/l Jamo D365B 400 Audio Gem Emerald 540 UKD-Opera Operetta 660
Canon SVISKIT1 250 TOLRTL2 280 Jamo THX SUB ONE 400 B&W CDM1 600
Canon $-35 250 Visonik 7003 203 Jamo THX LCR ONE 400 B&W P4 675
Castle ISIS 229 Visonik SUBS 259 Jamo GRAPHIC 400 Bandor Loudspeakers TRIDENT 720 Roksan Ojan 3 Rosewood 995
Castle Durham 900 Wharfedale Modus Five 259 Jamo CLASSIC 8 430 Bose SE-5 Ser Il System 760 Roksan Ojan 3X Black 1,195
Celestion Impact 20 219 Wharfedale Valdus 500 299 Jamo BX 150A 460 Bose A'mass AM511 800 Roksan Ojan 3X Rosewood 1,395
Celestion CSW 299 Yamaha NS10M 300 Jamo JAMO128 500 Boston Acoustics SubSat 7 549 Acoustic Energy AE2-II 1,095
Celestion STYLE 2 299 Iyp AIT 219 Jamo 477A 500 Boston Lynnfield VR30 600 ATC SCM10 1,000
Celestion Impact 23 Iyp A28 275 Jamo CONCERT CENTRE 500 Canon V-200 600 ATC SCM20
Cerwin Vega HT120 250 Zyp A2ST 295 Jamo SILHOUETTE 500 Castle Chester 700 Audio Physic Step 1,299
Cerwin Vega VS8 250 JBLTLX151 350 Castle Harlech 799 Audiovector 2X 850
Cenwin Vega HED265 0 ENNNES01eISS00N 8L 170 400 Celestion Impact 35 529 | Audiovector 3 1,500
Cerwin Vega SAT-6 300 Acoustic Energy AE109 330 JBLTLX161 400 Celestion 100 539 B&0 Beolab 4500 1,200
Dali 1028 260 Advent Legacy 2 349 JBLTLX171 500 Celestion 100 539 B&O Beolab 6000 1,450
Faraday FS1 Advent Laureate 499 JPW Ruby 1 500 Celestion Impact 40 629 B&W P5
GLL Imagio IC110 300 Allison CD7 380 KAL Mini-Ref MKII 395 Celestion IMPACT 45i 670 B&W Matrix 805 V
Heybrook HB1 269 Allison AL120 KEF Q30 Cerwin Vega VS12 550 B&W DM604 1,000
Infinity SM85 250 Audio {nnovations Alto Keswick Audio Aria Cerwin Vega DC10 550 B&W P6 1,095
Jamo 68 230 AVI Neutron 499 Linn Tukan Passive 500 Cerwin Vega DC12 650 Bandor Bandora 1,140
Jamo 307A 230 B&0 Beovox CX100 400 Lumley Reference LM4 Cerwin Vega VS15 700 Bandor Bandora/Mora 1,260
Jamo ART 270 B&0 Beovox RL6000 450 Lumley Reference PREMENADE SP2 399 Clements 600si 595 Bandor Mora 1,260
Jamo ATMOSPHERE 280 B&0 Beovox 4500 475 Lumley Reference LM5 499 Dawn Audio Chorus FS Bose Amass AM7 900
Jamo Deco Art 300 B&W CDM2 400 Lumley Reference PREMENADE SP3 499 Epos ES14 675 Boston Lynnfield VR40 1,000
Jamo D2650 300 B&W Solid Verticale 400 Mission 733 330 Faraday FS10 795 Canon S-75 1,000
Jamo D265C 300 B&W ASE 500 Mission 751 Freedom 348 Fullers Sultan H.E. 625 Castle Howard S2
Jamo Classic 4 300 B&W DM603 500 Mission 734 499 Fullers Pharaoh 1 749 Celestion SL600si
JBL TLX50 250 B&W Signature 7 500 Monitor Audio Monitor 9 Gold Il 350 GLL Imagio IC130 530 Celestion 300 1,099
JBL TLX60 300 Bose 301 VM 380 Monitor Audio MA302 400 Harbeth BBC LS3/5A 699 Celestion 700SE 1435
IPW AP3 Bose 305 Monitor Audio MA202 450 Harbeth HL-P3ES 799 Cerwin Vega DC15 850
JVC SX-SW10 300 Bose Amass AM3 Il 500 Monitor Audio MA303 500 Heybrook Quartet 575 Cerwin Vega 1515 1,300
KEF Q10 229 Bose 401 Monitor Audio Monitor 14 Gold Il 500 Infinity SM125 550 System Audio Signature 850
KEF Coda 9 299 Boston Acoustics SW10 Monitor Audio MA700 PMC Infinity SM155 650 Clements Reference 1 995
KEF 70S 299 Boston Acoustics SubSat 6 449 Mordaunt-Short MS40i 450 Jamo BX 200A 550 Electrocompaniet Qubette 1,195
Kenwood LS-300G 300 Boston Lynnfield VR20 380 Musical Technology Harrier Jamo THX SURR ONE 550 Electrocompaniet Qube 1,390
Lumley Reference Premenade SP1 299 Boston Lynnfield VR500 450 Neat CRITIQUE 445 Jamo CLASSIC 10 700 Epos ES22
Micromega Minium MS1 300 Castle York Origin Live OL-1AS 399 Jamo 507A 800 Fullers Pharaoh 2 1,400
Monitor Audio Monitor 1 Gold 245 Castle Severn Origin Live Monarch 399 JBL TLX181 600 Gamma Acoustics Epoch Five 1,499
Monitor Audio Monitor 7 Gold Il 299 Celestion Impact 25 399 Origin Live OL-2A Jordan Watts JH200 510 Harbeth HL-K6 975
Monitor Audio Sub /W/200/92 300 Celestion STYLE 4 399 Ortofon Concord 6 330 Jordan Watts JHFLG 560 Harbeth BBC LS5/12A 1,259
Monitor Audio MA201 Celestion STYLE 3 399 Pentachord A JPW Ruby 2 700 Harbeth HL Compact 7 1,329
Mordaunt-Short MS30i Celestion Impact 30 429 Pioneer S-80 370 JVC SX-911WD 660 Heybrook Sextet
Mordaunt-Short MS25i 300 Cefestion SL6SI Polk RT8 400 JVC SX-500 Spirit 700 Impulse Kora 1,250
NAD 802 219 Celestion CS6i 449 Polk LS f/x Surround 449 KAL Mini-Tower 619 Infinity Kappa 6.1i
Ortofon Concord 4 230 Celestion CS8i 499 Polk RT10 500 KAL Compact Ref 650 Infinity Kappa 7.1i 1,195
Pioneer CS-7030 230 Cerwin Vega VS10 350 Prof Monitor Co TB1S 366 KAL Tunejal 795 Jamo 707i 900
Pioneer S-4UK Clements 300si 395 Prof Monitor Co TB1SM 403 KEF Q50 529 Jamo Concert 8 1,300
Pioneer S-60 210 Dali 1048 Prof Monitor Co TB1 410 KEF LS3/5a 649 JBL L20
Pioneer CS-9030 280 Dawn Audio Chorus BS 482 Prof Monitor Co TBIM 447 KEF Q70 729 JBL L40 1,100
Polk M3 II 220 Epos ES12 499 Prof Monitor Co XB1 499 Keswick Audio Volante JBL L6O 1,200
Polk RTS 250 Faraday SG 345 QLN Projekt B4 320 Linaeum LFX Wood 649 JBL L8O 1,300
Polk RT7 300 Faraday Siren QLN Projekt B3ii 329 Linn Sekrit Aktiv 650 JBL L90
QLN Projekt C3 330 Linn Kelidh Passive JBLL90 1,500
QLN Projekt B MULTI 330 Lumley Reference LM6 650 Jordan Watts JH400
QLN Projekt D3 360 Lumley Reference PREMENADE SP4 650 Jordan Watts JH400M 970
QLN Projekt C3i 370 Manticore Minaret 580 JPW Ruby 3 1,000
QLN QuBic 222 400 Meridian A500 695 JPW Ruby 4 1,300
QLN Projekt C3ii 400 Mission 752 578 KAL Trans-double 1,500
QLN Projekt BS 400 Mission 735 650 KEF Model One 1,099
QLN Projekt C3iii 400 Mission 753 Freedom 798 KEF Model Two 1,499
QLN Projekt D3i 440 Monitor Audio Studio 2 600 Keswick Audio Torino 899
QLN Projekt C3iv 440 Monitor Audio 702PMC 799 Keswick Audio Figaro Evolution 899
QLN Projekt C4 440 Monitor Audio MAG901 800 Keswick Audio Milano 1,099
QLN Projekt C3iv 440 Mordaunt-Short MS50i Keswick Audio Alto 1,299
QLN Projekt D3ii 470 Naim Audio INTRO 596 Keswick Audio Amber 1,399
QLN Projekt D4 480 Naim Audio NA PX03 705 Linaeum LSII 991
QLN Projekt CMULTI 500 Naim Audio S-NAX0 3-6 719 Linaeum LFX Corian 1,399
Rega ELA Naim Audio S-NAX0 2-4 719 Linn Tukan Aktiv 1,000
Rogers AB33 379 Neat Petite Living Voice Auditorium 1,300
Rogers DB101 399 Neat Mystique 650 Lumley Reference LM3
Rogers LS55 429 Neat Petite Il 745 Lumley Reference L/M3.5 1,050
Rogers Studio 3 Orelle Orator I 699 Magnepan SMG-C SE 990
Royd The Squire 350 Origin Live Resolution 732 Magnepan MG-0.6 SE 1370
Royd Doublet 450 Origin Live Victory 750 Magneplanar MG-0,6 SE 1370
Ruark Swordsman Plus || Pentachord B 519 Manticore Matisse 1,390
Ruark Icon 359 Pentachord Pentode 729 Meridian Argent 1 995
Ruark Sabre Il 449 Pioneer S-200 600 Mission Freedom 5 1,298
Ruark Templar Polk RT12 600 Monitor Audio 703PMC 899
Sd Acoustics SD3R Polk LS50 800 Monitor Audio Studio 6
- " - Sequence 400 329 Proac Response 1 599 Monitor Audio Studio 12 1,000
You must listen to...Mission’s 731i. Spendor 2020 399 Proac Tablette 50 599 Monitor Audio 705PMC 1,499
W Tannoy Subsat3 399 Proac Studio 100 699 Mordaunt-Short Performance 820 1,495
JRRY= 2t truly worthy of the budget speagiiy Tanmoy €36 49 QLN3I3 600 | Morel 20412
R 2 Sircom, Hi-Fi Choice July /gt NEE . 499 QN9 700 Naim Audio Credo 987
Call 01480 451777 for more information or your nearest stockist. TOLRTL3 400 QLN Classic One 800 Origin Live Soveriegn 975
TOLRTL3 400 Quad Q7710L 600 Pink Triangle Ventrical 896
Technics SB-M300 350 Rogers AB1 549 Pioneer S-400 950
Technics SB-M500 Rogers LS3/5A Polk LS70
Totem Mite 495 Rogers Studio 5 699 Proac Tablette 50 899
Triangle Titus TZe 325 Royd The Sorcerer Proac Response 1S 999
Triangle Comete TZe 475 Royd Abbot Proac Studio 150 1,399 »
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Prof Monitor Co LB1
Prof Monitor Co AB1
QLN Signature

QLN Prestige

QLN Sig Splitfield
Rega XEL

Rogers Studio 7

Royd The Albion
Ruark Broadsword Il
Ruark Paladin

Sd Acoustics SD5
Sonus-Faber Minuetto
Sonus-Faber M Amator
Spendor 2040
Spendor SP2/3
Spendor SP1/2
Tannoy D500

TDL Studio 1m
Technics SB-M1000
Thiel SCS

Thiel 2

Thiel CS-5

Totem Model One
Triangle Antal

Triangle Zays
UKD-Opera Super Pavarotti
UKD-Opera Callas Il
UKD-Opera Callas Gold
UKD-Opera Divina
Vandersteen 2Ce
Visonik LB1

Packaged with the 608 $ilifrounds and 80C
centre, it has won two major awards this year.

Support your local speaker!
And a pair of these are an ideal way to do it...

1,000
1500
1500

1,270
899
1,099

898
1,498
899
930
1,330

1,500

1,499
1,499

975
1,399
875
895
995
1,390

935

120 DECEMBER 1996

Acoustic Energy AE1 Sig
Acoustic Energy AE2 Sig
Allison I.C. 10

ATC SCM20 Tower
Audio Physic Spark 2
Audio Physic Tempo
Audiovector 5

B&O Beolab 8000

B&O Beolab Penta 3
B&W Matrix 804

B&W Matrix 803s2
B&W Matrix 802s3

Bose 901 V1

Boston Acoustics Lynfield 300L
Boston Lynnfield 300L
Castle Winchester
Celestion Kingston
Clements Reference 7
Dawn Audio Symphony
ECA SERVO A.2

Epos ES25

Fullers Pharaoh 3
Fullers Sphinx 2
Gamma Acoustics Epoch Ref Five
Genelec 1019A

Genelec Blamp 1031A
Harbeth HL-5ES
Harbeth HL-S8

Helius Syrius Il

Helius Syrius |

Impulse Lali

1,695
2,695
2,500
1,999
1,749

2,500
1,999
2,500
1,595
1,995
2,795

2,000
2,000

2,500
1,995
1,995
2,450

2,800
3,000
2,999
1,572
2,068
1,799
1,895
2,395
2,850
1,850

Jamo CONCERT 11

Jamo THX SYSTEM

JBLTi 1000

JBL L100

JBL Ti 2000

JBL Ti 3000

Jordan Watts JH1+1 Aspect
Jordan Watts JH1+1 Aspect K
Jordan Watts Aspect JH1+1
KAL Warlock

KEF 104/2 REC

KEF Model Three

KEF Model Four

Linn Kaber Passive

Linn Kaber Aktiv

Lowther Fidelio

Lowther Academy

Lowther Bel Canto

Lumley Reference LM2
Lumley Reference L/M 2
Magnepan MG-10 SE
Magnepan MG-1.5 SE
Magnepan MG-2.7 SE
Magneplanar MG-10 SE
Magneplanar MG-1,5 SE
Magneplanar MG-2,7 SE
Martin-Logan Aerius
Martin-Logan Stylos
Monitor Audio Studio 20SE
Mordaunt-Short Performance 860
Mordaunt-Short Performance 830
Naim Audio SBL Active
Naim Audio SBL Passive
Origin Live Conqueror
Pentachord P‘column

Polk LS90

Posselt Albatros

Proac Response 25

Proac Studio 250

Proac Response 2.5

QLN Reference

QLN Ref HDII

Rehdeko RK115

Rehdeko RK125

Rogers LS5/9

Rogers Studio 9

Ruark Crusader Il

Ruark Equinox

Ruark Accolade

Sd Acoustics SD1E
Shahinian Arc

Shahinian Obelisk
Sonus-Faber Electa
Sonus-Faber Amator
Spendor SP7/1

Spendor SP100

Tannoy Sterling TW

Tannoy D700

Tannoy Edinburgh TW

2,000
2,500

1,800
2,000
2,700
1,730
2310
2,745
1,600

1,999
2,999

2,440
1,999
24399
2,699
2,500
2,795
1,650
1,780
2,650
1,650
1,780
2,650
2,288
2,993
2,200

2,795
1,743

1,600
1,649
1,700
2,200
2,000
2,249

2,000
2,500
1,550
2,750
1,631
1,549
1,599

2,699

2,490
1,790
2,992
1,990
2,030
1,750
2,100
2,700

DL Studio Monitor m
TOL Studio

Thiel CS2.2

Totem Mann-2
Triangle Aitinis
Triangle Altair
UKD-Opera Caruso Il

Acoustic Energy AES

Allison I.C. 20

ATC SCM50

ATC SCM100

ATC SCM50A

ATC SCM100A

Audio Physic Virgo

Audio Physic Terra

Audio Physic Avanti

Audio Physic Caldera
Audiovector 6

B&W Matrix 801s3

B&W Silver Signature
Boston Acoustics Lynfield 500L
Boston Lynnfield 500L
Bravura Brio

Bravura Accelerando
Definitive BP2000

Genelec Triamp S30
Genelec Triamp 1037A
Horning Aristophane
Impulse Ta'us

Infinity ARS Epsilon

Jamo ORIEL

JBL $2600

JBL Ti 5000

Jordan Watts JH2K

Jordan Watts Classic JH2KM
Jordan Watts Classic JH5K
Jordan Watts Classic JHSKM
Jordan Watts Classic JH10K
KEF 107/2 REC

Keswick Audio Zero2

Linn Keltik Aktiv

Lowther Delphic

Lumley Reference L/M 2 SIGNATURE
Lumley Reference LM1
Lumley Reference L/M 1
Magnepan MG-3.5 SE
Magneplanar MG-3,5 SE
Martin-Logan Sequel Il
Martin-Logan CLS I1z
Martin-Logan Quest Z
Martin-Logan Monolith IlIP
i DSP5000

Meridian DSP6000
Monitor Audio Studio 50
Monitor Audio Studio60
Naim Audio DBL Active
Proac Response 3.5
Prof Monitor Co MB1
Prof Monitor Co MB1P
Prof Monitor Co BB 5
Prof Monitor Co BB5P
QLN Artec 1600

Quad ESL63

Rehdeko RK145
Rehdeko RK175
Shahinian Hawk
Shahinian Diapason
Sonus-Faber Guarneri
Sonus-Faber Extrema
Spendor SP9/1

Tannoy GRFM TW
Tannoy Cantebury 12
Tannoy Westminster TW

2,450
2,749
2,195
1,950
2,850
2,250

7,995
5,500
3,499
4,149
4,999

3,399
3,499
5,599
9,999
4,600

5,000
4,449
4,500
4,750
5,500
3,600
3,055
4,982
3,570
3,100
9,995
7,000
3,500
3,700
3,230
4,250
4875
5,860
9,340
3,999
6,000
4,400
3,999
4,500
8,500
9,500
3,800
3,800
3,399
4,555
5,350
8,730

4,000
7,000
7414
4,250
4370
4,681
6,270
6,754
4,500

4,250
7,750
4,950
8,350
5,500
51991
3,400
3,500
5,500

Tannoy Canterbury 15
TDL Ref Standard-m
Thiel CS3.6

Triangle Octant TXe
Wilson WAP Puppy Il
Wilson Puppy 5
Wilson WATT 5

7,000
4,999
3,899

5,600
7,290
8,800

EQ! MENT SUPPORT:
Speaker Stands

Canon STDS25 70
Deadrock 903 60
Deadrock 902 60
Deadrock 901 60
Harbeth HL-Stands 199
Royd 99
Alphason R24/24 100
Alphason R17/17 100
Alphason R12/12 100
Alphason GR24/24 130
Alphason GR17/17 130
Alphason GR12/12 130
Alphason VR24/24 160
Alphason VR17/17 160
Alphason VR12/12 160
Audiophile Furniture Base

Deadrock 701 60
Deadrock 703 130
Deadrock 704 190
Deadrock 705 230
fi-Rax R4

Ixos 800 35
Ixos 701 40
Ixos 711 60
Ixos 802 70
Ixos 803 90
Ixos 802P 100
Ixos 703 100
Ixos 803P 110
Ixos 804 110
Ixos 713 130
Ixos 804P 140
Ixos 704 140
Ixos 705 170
Ixos 714 190
Ixos 715 230
Jamo TLS1 40
Jamo ST80 130
JPW Add-on 50
JPW 3 tier 80
JPW 5 tier 100
Kenwood SR-CM7 45
Kenwood SR-WB7 100
Mana Acoustics Sound Frame 125
Mana Acoustics Mini Table 150
Mana Acoustics Sound Table 235
Mana Acoustics Reference Table

Mana Acoustics 2 Tier Amp stand 375
Mana Acoustics 3 Tier Amp Stand 450

: Boldy goes
round and round where other decks fear to tread.
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PRICE GUIDE :

Micromega Minium FM 300 Sony PSLX150H 90
Micromega Tuner 700

Mission Cyrus FM7

Musical Fidelity ES0 300

Musical Fidelity E500 499 388
NAD 412 190 Technics SL-BD20 160
Naim Audio NATO3 566 Technics SL-BD22 180
Naim Audio NAT02 1,028 Technics SL-1210MkIl 500
faim Audio NATO) Technics SL-1200MkII 500
Onix BWD1 420 Thorens TD-180 AT91 190
Onkyo T-409 230 Thorens TD180/S500 200
Onkyo T-411RDS 280 Thorens TD280 IVUK 200
Onkyo R-811RDS 420 Thorens TD166 VI/UK/BC

Pioneer F-203RDS 130 Thorens TD-280 IV UK AT95E 209
Pioneer F-303RDS 180 Thorens TD-180 STANTON 500 219
Pioneer F-502RDS 250 Thorens TD166 VI/UK/AT 210
Uuad FMB6 Thorens TD-166 VI UK BC 300
Rega RADIO 229 Th D JK/RB

Rotel RT-990BX 500 Thorens TD166 VI REGA 250 400
Sony ST-SE200 100 Thorens TD3111I TP50 500
Sony STS-E300 120

Sony ST-S117 20 Overg500
Sony STS211LB 130 B

Sony ST-S261 140 la ab
Sony ST-S361 180 + Xenes 10 1,295
Sony STS-E700 180 + TMS 2,750
Sony STS-5200 200 Alp A
Sony STS-A3ES 250 Alphason Sonata/Atlas 1,235
Teac T-R400 120 Alphason Symphony 1,860
Teac TB-X10 400 Audiomeca Romance 1,675
Tec T-GT350L Audiomeca J1 2,500
Technics ST-GT550L 200 Audiomeca J1/SL5 4,250
Technics ST-GT650L 250 Basis BASIS 2001 2,750
Thorens TRT2000 450 Basis Qvation Il 4,800
Yamaha TX-480L 120 Basis Debut Gold Std Il 7,200
Yamaha TX-590RDS 180 i 9,250
Mana Acoustics 4 Tier Amp Stand 500 z Basic DNM Res(él; Rota 1 3,500
Mana A 5 Tier Amp St 20 briz 2 Impulse Moskito 695
Mana Acoustics 6 Teir Amp Stand 700 Roksan Artemiz 895 Linn ¢ 2asik
Projekt A3 125 Air Tangent Tangent 108 1,177 Linn LP12 Valhalla 1,200
Projekt A4 165 Air Tangent Ref. Sig. 11,000 Linn LP12 Lingo
Projekt AS 205 Aiphason Xenon 286 Lumkey Reference STROSPHERE STI 6,250
Projekt A6 245 Alphason Xenon MCS 370 Manticore Mantra 950
QLN Modulus 125 Alphason HR100S Manticore Magister 3,990
Alphason HR100S MCS 550 Michell Mycro/arm 577
Sound Organisation 2022 60 Audiomeca SL5 1,999 Mich ek
Sound Organisation 2230 70 Decca Ll Arm 49 Michell Gyrodek/arm 967
Sound Organisation 2021 75 Decca LIR Arm 99 Michell Orbe 1,950
Sound Organisation Z030 9 Dynavector 507 2,175 Nottingham Analogue Spacedeck 500
Sound Organisation 2060 115 Graham 1.5T 2,550 TURNTABLES Nottingham Analogue Illusion 600
Sound Organisation Z550 125 Helius Orion 4 Copper 549 m Nottingham Analogue HyperSpacedeck 1,200
Sound Organisation 203 Helius Orion 4 Silver 725 hroam fllpha 5 Plus + Radius 460 Nottingham Analogue Graphic 1,200
Soundstyle X300 180 Helius Cyalene 2 1495 arcam Alpha 7 230 | Akai AP A950 179 | Nottingham Analogue Mentor 2,200
Soundstyle X053 200 Linn Akito 350 Arcam Alpha 8 280 Ariston Pro-1200 160 Nottingham Analogue Mentor Ref 4,800
Soundstyle X050 200 Linn Ekos Arcam Delta 280 Dual C$3700/3701 85 t
Soundstyle X305 210 Manticore Musician 425  8000T Dual CS435 130 ik Tri versary
Soundstyle X100 220 Manticore Magician1 750 TU80 Diial £3503-2 Pink Triangle Anni/DC PSU 2,173
Soundstyle X058 230 Manticore Magician2 850 AVI S2000MT 599 505-4 UK Pro-Ject 0
Soundstyle X310 250 Moth Arm Day Sequerra FM Ref 5937 Dual CS750-1 350 Rega PLANAR 9 1,598
Soundstyle X120 250 Moth Mk ll 186 pay Sequerra S B'dcast Mon 14,640 | Dual Golden Il 500 Sme Model 20 3,240
Soundstyle X105 250 Naim Audio ARO 992 Denon TU-2601 Genexxa Lab-710 60 S | 204
S : Nottingham Analogue Space 350 Denon TU-215RD 150  Genexxalab-810 70 Technics SL-1200LTD 1,000
Nottingham Analogue Mentor 750 Denon TU-380RD 200 Grundig TT1 180 Thorens TD-146 V1 TP50 550
Nottingham Analogue Alien 1200 Gryndig T12 170 Kenwood KD-492F 100 Thorens TD3001BC 630
Rega RB250 109 Harman-Kardon TU930 180 Michell Mycro 435 Thoens TD-2001 TPS0 700
Rega RB300 Harman-Kardon TU950 200 Moth Alamo 175 2001
Rega RBI0O 598 | Haman-Kardon TU9400 Moth Turntable 199 Hhore
Sme 3009 Ser II Imp 298 Yenwood KT-2080 130 Moth Kanoot Mk | Arm 249 Thorens TD520 900
Sme 3009 52 Ser Il Imp 321 yenwood KT-3080 180 Moth Kanoot Mk IIl Arm 299 Thorens TD-520 SME 1,050
Sme Series Il 3009-R 490 Linn Kudos Sneaky 500  Pioneer PL-225 120 shend MKlll Rock 799
Sme Series Il 3010-R 501 Linn Kudos 775 Pioneer PL-335 150 d05
Sme Series Il 3012-R 538 Linn Kremlin Pro-Ject 0.5 (OM10) 160
Sme Series 300-309 Luxman T-353 200 Pro-Ject 1(510) 200 y Player 1,800
Sme Series 300-310 672 Marantz ST-55 150 Pro-Ject Project 2 MC10 300 Well Tem pered Classic 2,800
Sme Series 300-312 763 Marantz ST-72 300 Pro-Ject Project 6(MC15) 450 Well Tem pered Super 3,500
Sme Series IV Mcintosh MR7084 1,550 Rega Planar 78 214 Well Tempered Reference 5,000
Sr s Y Meridian 504 695 Rega Planar 2 Wilson Benesch 1,550
Townshend Excalibur 799 M ; ega Planar 3
Wilson Benesch ACT1 975 Michi RHT-10 895 Rega PLANAR 3 COLOUR 289
Zota as 469 Sony PS-LX56 70

Remember that all
entries printed in RED
refer to hi-fi products
that we have reviewed.
Turn to page 122

for a full summary

sS000T

of test results!

Acclaimed as a frequency-
fondler of note. On your wavelength, missus!
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Amplifiers

from the various music sources as necessary and then driving
the loudspeakers. These two (quite separate) functions are
integrated into a single box at the low-to-middle price points; but become
separated into preamps and power amplifiers. Even separate power

T he amplifier sits at the heart of the system, processing the outputs

related. Some of the finest amplifiers available have outputs as low as
12 Watts, but team them with high efficiency loudspeakers and you can
achieve loudness aplenty.
Power output is equally no indication of sound quality.

supplies become increasingly common as one moves upmarket.
Bear in mind that output power and sound quality are not necessarily

@ Best buy ﬂiecommended

LINE INPUTS: Amount of input sockets for non vinyl sources such

MC PHONO INPUT: If an amp has a vinyl phono input for

POWER OUTPUT (W): Lab tested power output in Watts per channel.

information page.

as CD players, tuners and cassette decks. moving coil (low output) cartridges. RECEIVER: I an amp has a built in radio tuner. BACK ISSUE: The issue of Hi-Fi Choice in which the original review
MM PHONO INPUT: if an amp has a vinyl phono input for moving REMOTE CONTROL: If amp is couch potato ready. FACTSBACK NUMBER: The Factsback reference for ordering a fax appeared.
magnet (normal output) cartridges. HEADPHONE SOCKET: ff an amp is can friendly. copy of the review. Use the contents page to find the Factsback
Y
4, e /54,,, 40»,, % %,

INTEGRATED

Product
Alchemist Maxim APD30A 299
_AMC 3050 L2200
AMC CVT3030 529
_ Arcam Alpha 5 Plus 240
Arcam Alpha 6 Plus 350
4 Arcam Delta 290 500
<] Audio Innovations Alto 300
4 Audio Innovations S700 1,199
4 pudio Note Ongaku 56,000
44 Audio Note Oto SE 1,500
44 Audiolab 8000 500
4 hudiolab 80005 650
AuraVAL0O Il 330
‘Eaﬂhrpdiggkiudlo Al 100
Chimera X-80 800
4 Copland CSA-14 1,099
Creek 4240 79
Creek 4240SE (30
<} Denon PMA-250 Il 160
< Denon PMA-350 II 30
< Denon PMA-450SE 280
 Denon PMA-725R. 350
4 Densen Beat B100 600
595
* EMF Audio Sequel 349
EPQB&SEW 700
_ Gamma Acoustics Gemini 699
Grundig Fine Arts V-11 160
Harman/Kardon HK610 200
Harman Kardon HK1200 300
< Harman/Kardon HK1400 400
_ Harman/Kardon HK640 450
John Shearne Phase 2 649
IV AX-V4 200
NG AX-RS 200
4 Kenwood KA-3020SE 200
Kenwood KA-3060R 230
Kenwood KA-5050R 350
LFD lntegrated Zero 499
jik-l (Phono) 725
Magnum 1A170 270
- Magnum Quartet 1329
4 Magnum Class A 599
Marantz PM-44 MKIISE 200
Mlmum Amp - 350
1500
Mu;_lcal Fidelity E10 300
@ Musical Fidelity E100 599
_Myryad MI 120 530
4 W03 100
4 N34 260
_Naim Nait 3 _ 550
Onix 0A21S 430
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AMPLIFIERS

Price(£) Comments

Vivid and colourful sounding amp that's just too bold and brassy.

Low-price NAD-alike amplifier that is polite and modest but rather wooden. Phono better than line.
Attempt to mix transistors with valves only shines with simple musical styles.

Detailed improvement on predecessor, but lacks ‘air’

Very mid-band oriented sound that was bright, yet lacks detail. Good for smaller speakers.
Combines dry restraint with detail, dynamics and musical colour.

Probably because of a lack of deep bass, this stylish amp sounds open, natural and relaxed

Turns the roughest of digital sounds into understated and graceful music.

A single ended, zero negative feedback triode, line-level amplifier and a half. Probably the best amplifier in the world.

Transparent, dynamic, clear and subtle, but limited power.

The 8000A remains a highly disciplined and mature sounding amp.

Informative in every sense, only a slight lack of bite detracts. Perhaps Audiolab’s best yet!

Big, smooth yet slightly disjointed sound was equally familiar.

Dull musically - but at this price, Hobson's choice

Stonking looks, powerful, but ultimately lacking in dynamics. Tested in Sessions

Great sound and looks, but watch out for high capacitance cables

Bearing no relation to earlier Creek designs, this radical rethink is more successful via MM than CD.
At best, bland and plodding, at worst grainy, shouty and honky. Best on simple rock.

High resolution amp, can loses its grip but is engaging and enjoyable.

Modifications give this amp a powerful up-front and compelling performance.

Based on the original ‘450 and offers a fast, furious and entertaining sound.

Warm, boid, up-front presentation but musically unexciting.

Seriously well controlled amp that does everything well. Very slightly shut-in sounding.

DPA's first integrated amp is typically innovative, but a little too ‘crisp ‘n dry’ for our tastes.
Relaxed and restrained design from Mike Creek.

Rather transistorised, unexciting sound. Good coherence and rhythm. Best played loud.

Genuine single-ended triode design, but low power, mundane sound and poor build

Rhythmically dull. Never gets out of first gear. -

Lively and friendly sound, but could prove too exciting for the faint hearted

Big sound with little bite. Becomes confused with complex music

Relaxed, confident sound is only troubled by the most dense of recordings.

Breezy, nimble sounding amp lacks grip and fortitude - it can sound artificial and insubstantial
Either a natural-sounding superstar or nasal and hard to listen to — make up your own mind!
Respectable performance for a Pro-Logic AV amplifier. Lacks resolution and sparkle, though.
Versatile, and lots of even-handed, articulate detail; but let down by superficiality

Not a brilliant phono stage, but this is a lively, exuberant sounding amp via CD

Classy engineering, but sound is over-dry, often frustratingly restrained and rather unsophisticated.
A listenable but neither particularly communicative nor captivating amplifier.

Lively and brisk, but at the same time cold and unsympathetic

The cornerstone of Linn's modular hi-fi system is innovative, bst sounds vague and confused.
Gives a realistic sense of instruments playing within a very believable acoustic, preserves colour & dynamics well
An integrated model that incorporates four monoblocks optimised for bi-wiring, but sound is sandy in the treble.
Lashings of rich and compelling music, but the Class A trades lushness for accuracy.

Two generations on from the PM-40SE, this new model gives a disappointingly grey view of music
Excellent musical performance but doesn't like high levels or low impedance speakers

The classic Cyrus Il sounds convincing, masterful and musical.

Smooth and high-endish sound that is marred by a lack of dynamics and a touch of grain.
Beautifully crafted with a vibrantly colourful, almost dramatic sound.

Despite an ultra-modern appearance, the old-fashioned cold, dry transistor sound.

Fleet and sure of foot, it seems likely to set all appendages tapping with itsblend of enthusiasm and artfulness
Lively if coloured presentation that is musically engaging and easy on the ear

_ Distinctive and highly musical sounding integrated. Perhaps too distinctive for sme tastes.

CD input sounds dead, but via MM disc, this amplifier has a fresh, vibrant sound
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INTEGRATED AMPLIFIERS A,
”l/r Wryy ey ""7’0 ”"’f ”ﬂy ""@ "'«95,9 KON
Product Price(£) Comments b G, SO 0 A8 AR G, 5 S 4
Onix 0A31 480  Eager to please, dynamic and fresh sounding, but it's grip is wafer thin 5 ® @ ® 60 1687 140
4 Orelle $A-100 F449 ] Amusically treble 50 FE © F Too B lyeo i
4 Pioneer A-303R :72007:7 Fresh and uncomplicated sound bests much of the audiophile competition. i |® N . 45 1129 134
_Plgl»lﬂkjpox 230 This revamped version of the A300 sounds more confident via CD than MM, yet our panel was unmoved. £S FO F [ . 40 116
4 Plonaorl 400X 300 On second audition, this amp was tonally unchanged but less compelling 6 @ . @ 5 71545 138
r 300  Bestvia MM disc, the dull and claustrophobic sound is otherwise deeply uninspiring. io O . ® 10 1544 138
259 Aminimalist amplifier brimming with good intent, but too quirky for its own good. Either MM or MC. g5 f@ [ F & EA 1264 142
650 Stylish remote driven amp, bright and lively. Tested in Sessions 4 e @ [ B50 | - 39
398  Minimalist amplifier sounds forward, hard and unforgiving. i1 @ 50 116
4} " Rotel RAS20AX 1120 | Commendable i 1o L@ 32 | sl
4 _MVRASTOBX :30[)i Lively, fresh and perky with plenty of power, but not so clever with complex recordings. i6 @ 60 1546 1138
Sonic Frontiers SFC-1 1,795 Smooth, sophisticated Canadian valve amp with a decent direct input and more features than average. 6 | 50 126
~ Sony TA-F448E 250  Confused and coloured sounding, it needs a large dose of delicacy adding to its presentation v e | L4 11809 157
Technics SU-A600 Mk2 230 Anamplifier that's great fun to be with, but a little untidy from time to time 5 @ ® 37 1472 149
4 TM:EM&EU AS00 Mk2 ;450 7 Jeckyl and Hyde amplifier with a dismal-sounding phono stage but transparent CD input. 9 _' ® . ) :790 1547 138
Woodsme 15A230 Disc 899 Smooth and inoffensive valve amplifier, though it lacks the sparkle and euphony required for a truly entertaining sound. 3O F F F £ 116
Yamaha AX-490 - 250 Widgets aplenty, but unemotional sound evoked an uncertain response from panel 5 & & & 0 &’ 1473 149
VBA Integre 1,199  Audiophile spec French integrated with good resolution and nice phono stage. 5 @ 45 121
4 Alchemist Kraken/Pre 380  Quirky Class A design with an equally warm and colourful sound. 4 124
d Audio Innovations L1 369 Reviewed with S800 Anniversary — Explicitly detailed, conveys the message of the music as a whole 4 i 1300 145
Aud]glab 8000C 520 Distinctive, stark neutrality that will not appeal to all. Good value engineering. 5 e e e { & b7
‘hudiolab 8000Q 1,000  Tested with 8000M monoblocks i6F ¢ '®Ffe@ 1301 145
4 _pg@?d -Johnson PV-10A 1,250  Beautiful imaging, superb detail, plenty of gain on the phono input; classy build too. Tested in Sessions 4 o 1560 139
4 Equgq -Johnson Premier 7 11 000 The 7 is designed without compromise, and is clearly one of the finest (valve) preamplifiers money can buy. 5 7 7 7 e | €91
4 Copland CTA-301MklI 11,349 Sweet sounding - but never gets bogged down in audio treacle i1 @ f 1630 151
&} Creek P42 { 279”7 Tested with bridged A42 power amps, an articulate and open combo with tight tuneful bass (optional phono stage & remote) 5 ¢ | | o . 155
4 Cyrus Pre 650 Tested with Cyrus Power. High tech design Punchy, light footed character with a sense of substance and natural warmth 5 £® ® 155
4 91@?2005 495 Dramatic but detailed and transparent sound belies modest power rating (tested with DPA-200S). & | ; ; '124
4 EAR 802MC 25599 Tested with £3499 509 Mk Il - see comments in power amp section 4 e e =
4 'ECA ECAVista _ Wind up the volume and blow a breath of fresh music into your system (tested with Lectern 5 I 11302 145
Exposure XVII 849 Superbly rhythmical; maybe a tad overpowering in the midband. Tested in Sessions with XVIII Super 5 @ @ 142
4 Jadis JP-30MC 5,978 French tubes, JP-30MC has beautiful build, nostalgic styling and delightful midrange. (tested with JA30). 5 e | 60
EQIVIVKRC -25 4,190 This is an exquisitely refined and transparent design (tested with KSA-50S in Statements) s I [ (e | 141
‘Meridian 501 695  Tight, positive sound, but dispassionate; intense at high levels. Tested with 555 5 7. : ' 1303 145
Meridian 562V 995 Transparent and capable preamp, also features 6 digital inputs 9 0 ® o i 140
4 Moth 30 Passive 149 Modular system gives cracking results. Passive preamp and power amp warrant Best Buy (tested with 30/Stereo 60) 4 E B - 109
4 E@O}ctﬁlve 249 Tested with 100W monobloks. While demonstrating solid, even balance it proved adept at delivering vital musical qualitie 1 . 155
Musical Fidelity E200 599 Weighty, luxuriant but hardly scintillating. Tested with MF £300 7 o o 1304 145
4 Rose RV-23 - 450 You can pay more to get a more transparent sound, but it's hard to criticise at the price. i3 ;. 7 7 B l ' ]
Rotel RC970BX MkIl 175  Confident, consistent sound. reviewed (in Sessions) with RB970BXMkIl power amps (> F [ [@ ! 144
Roth’B(}?BiOBX 375 Tames enthusiastically recorded material with a laid back and occasionally smeared sound (tested with RBI80BX). 5 e e o i 71155
4 _Sqmo Athena IIB 767 _ Tested with Polaris Ill. Big, natural and tidy sounding with very natural reproduction of acoustic and electric instruments 6 - 1305 145
Thorens TTP2000 500  Minimalist shogbox preamp, rhythmical, warm balance. Tested in Sessions with TTA2000 4 F®F [(®F 7 139
WoodSIdc $C26 Phono 1,931 Synergistic with STA35, with a cool, controlled sound, good focus and transparency (tested with STA35). {5 f® T@ & & | 100
VBR 3 Pre 1,250  See-through, ethereal stereo images, but more convincing towards centre of soundstage (tested with £1199 3 Pwr). 4 @ i L £
4 YBA 2Pre 71,6997 | Superbly finished, good space and transparency. Needs transformer for MC cartridges (tested with £2150 2 Pwr). f4 /@ ° [ f ¢ 56
4 YBA 1 Pre ”3,750 * Tested with £4250 1 Pwr - see power amp section for comments. 5 ® 62
MIEAISO 1400 Price includes RL11 preamp with which it was tested. Powerfull remote control US combo with a slightly forward inclination 1 150 k 151
q ‘Aichemist Kraken/Pwr 399 Hardly accurate, but entertaining nevertheless. i1 E b £(60 § - 124
4 At  Audio Quintet l 393 Switchable triode, ultralinear output stage. In triode mode, these are 15 of the sweetest Watts around. Surprisingly gutsy. 1 | Ei5 ¢ ¢ @
4 Aui!lo Innovations S800 Annl 1475 Reviewed with L1 — Explicitly detailed, conveys the message of the music as a whole remarkably well 1 . | 4] 1300 145
i&lg!plab 8000M . 750777 Strong, controlled sound; confident bass, but colourless. Tested with 8000Q L g - 125 1301 145
Audio Research VT60 2,645 Ranks as ‘must try’ American cultural item (tested in Statements). Tube design 1 & F § £ 1179 136
Copland CTA-505 2,099 Grown up amplifier with a refined, yet never over-civilised air £l & & B § §67 § 1630 @51
& Creek Ad2 B 279 Tested with bridged P42 pre in bridged mode. Articulate and open combo with tight tuneful bass L E = § 100 155
4 CyFus Power 450 Tested with Cyrus Pre. Punchy, light footed character with a sense of substance and natural warmth (bridgeable) £l | 50 155
4 DPA 200§ 750 Dramatic but crisp, open sound belies power rating (tested with DSP-200S). 1 | 60 124
4 EAi! 509 Mkl i 3,499' Combining sonic strengths of transistors and valves, this amp warrants attention (tested with £2599 802). 1 100 63
q !:CA Lectern 880 Tested with Vista. Wind up the volume and blow a breath of fresh music into your system 1 & £ [ F g0 § ”173[]2 145
r | 8497 Slight dullness and hardness, but great ‘boogie factor’ 1 70 142
4 Jadis 1A-30 2,880 French tubes, JP-30MC has beautiul build, nostalgic styling and delightful midrange (tested with £5978 JP30) 1 30 60
@KSTSES 3 690 Stretches the performance margins of difficult speakers - state of the art at the price 1 L 50 £ 141
750 By providing an open window on the music, this amp is wide open to RF and low level IM distortions 1 60 1303 145
q Moth 30 Stereo/60 549 Tested with 30 Passive. Modular system gives cracking results 1 7 : 60 109
€} Moth 30 Series Monobloks |~ 879 Tested with Active Preamp. While demonstrating solid, even balance it proved adept at delivering vital musical qualitie: 1 £ : ; (100 i 155
Musical Fidelity E300 699 Tested with E200. Weighty, luxuriant but hardly scintillating gl i 100 1304 145
Musical Fidelity F18 3999 Belongs to the rarified group of refined, high resolution amplifiers 1 £ E | 220 1508 133
'NAD Monitor 208 1100 Truly a beefy amplifier, but no mad cow! L F I B 250 124
»@gl Iﬁ?ﬁBﬁSZOBX Mkl £ 225 : Tested with RC970BX MKl in Sessions (see preamp section) 1 60 144
Rotel RB-980BX 475  Tames enthusiastically recorded material with a laid back and occasionally smeared sound (tested with RC980BX). 1 120 155 »>>
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Product Price(£) Comments N W VYO "W

4 Sumo Polaris Il 898 Tested with Athena I1B. Big, natural and tidy sounding with very natural reproduction of acoustic and electric instruments ! 164 1305 145
Thorens TTA2000 550  Tested with TTP2000 (see preamp section) in Sessions £l .. T | i W
Woodside STA35 1,323 Synergistic with SC26, with a cool, controlled sound, good focus and transparency. More poise than grunt (tested with SC26). 1 P ;_35 [ = o

YBA 3 Power 1,199 Tested with £1250 3 Pre - see preamp section for comments. 1 g & B2

4} YBA2 Power 2,150 Superbly finished, but with slightly softened bass (tested with YBA 2 Preamp). Bl R 56

4 m 1 Power 4,250  Well finished pre/power amp with front rank imaging and transparency (tested with YBA 1 Preamp). |7 85 62

c ables are not accessories, but an integral part of a system.
Inevitably some cables are better than others. The best cable
for your system will only be found through trial and error, but by
combining our recommendations with those of a dealer, you will end up
with something suitable. Generally speaking, budget to spend about ten
per cent of the total system cost on cables.

B Analogue interconnects are the leads that connect source components
to amplifiers and pre to power amps. The cables in this section are priced

with brands.

B Digital interconnects connect CD transports to DACs, and are
traditionally coaxial with a 75 Ohm impedance. They come in optical and
electrical varieties, the former being made of plastic or glass. The prices
shown are for a terminated linear metre.

B Speaker cables are used between the amplifier and speaker. Our prices
are per unterminated metre. Termination (plugs and soldering) costs vary

for a one-metre terminated pair.

. Best buy

Recommended

mms\mm pair of conductors. SOLID CORE: single or muttiple individually insulated strands. FACTSBACK NUMBER: The Factsback reference for BACK ISSUE: The issue of Hi-Fi Choice in which the original
| COAXIAL: A central hot conductor and a shield that carmies the COPPER: Material used for conductor ordering a fax copy of the review. Use the contents page review appeared.

W‘Nesﬂlﬁl SILVER: Material used for conductor. to find the Factsback information page
| STRANDED: Muliple strands with o intervering nsulation DIG CABLE TYPE: 0 - optcal digita, - electrical digtal.

A,
Swy, 8 g *‘740 S5y,
G Wy, py iy, 2 g Kty
04y, By, 70 ¢, COpy Sy, 8 Mty Y
CABI-ES Mg M, Moey “one ey Wby’ g Moty g

Audio Note AN-A
Audio Note AN-C
<} Audio Note AN-S
Audio Note
Audioguest Turquoise
Bandridge AL421
Bandridge AL426G
‘Bandridge SG AL4720

4} Cable Talk Studio 2

Chord Chameleon
&} Chord Solid

Bandridge SG+ AL4820
Bandridge ProfiGold PG301 65

129.50  Not especially impressive, warm but well rounded balance that restricts ‘air’ but is not unclear o |
59.50  Neutral but lacking in subtle texture and unable to distinguish fine detail E
139 Up-beat and enthusiastic sound with satisfyingly deep and grumbly bass o &
_1219: 15 individually insulated silver strands make up this very clean and dynamically unchallenged cable LA
40 Afitand forget cable that sounds distinctly lazy. i®
_ 5  Llightand airy sound lacks authority, splashy treble L.
- 10 Gold plated plug OFC version of AL421 with same innefectual sound quality g e
13 4N OF copper, full smooth balance but a little plodding and relentless, lacks panache e
77?5 ; AN OF copper, distinctly teutonic, thrusting detail forward but still plodding and relentless o
A perfect cable for enlivening a system, but too cold for most systems. |
65  Afirst-class performer from tonal, dynamic and rhythmic standpoints. 19
4} Cambridge Audio Studio Ref &740: Dynamic cable with strong soundstaging and only a slight lack of detail . e
I 68  Anomalous treble with a dry but vaguely sibilant quality, sometimes sounds smooth, sometimes harsh! | B
199 Thin but very stiff with excellent resolution of subtle timbral detail and fine dynamics | B .
:39 ; Canary yellow cable with excellent plugs and an open sound. Slight treble glare. L4

& Connections Midas HD

DPA Slink
<} 'DPA White Slink
&} DPA Black Slink
4qihosied
4 hos103
Ixos 10
si0l
4 LFD Spirolink |
4 L Spiralink Il
LFD Trilink
4} ' Linn Phono to Phono
<} Monster Interlink 200
4} Monster Interlink 300
Monster Interlink 400
<&} Monster Interlink 500

Monster Interlink 800

&} Moth Ley Line lBjack

_Moth Ley Line Grey
Nordost Black Knight

4 Panasonic RP-CA910
Silvertone Ex-Static

34 = Price for 0.75m length. High resolution cable
k41 . Slightly bright and zingy sound with flat soundstaging and hollow sounding bass, vocals and strings sound convincing though
"775 | Highly expressive, very easy on the ear and attractively detailed though not entirel characterless at high frequencies
220: Initially dark and meaty but becoming lucid and transparent with running in. Quad geometry, Gore-tex dielectric

20
40 j Even handed and generous sound, bass has a well rounded, bouncy quality
_ 60  Atad bright and undynamic, this cable nevertheless is a good all-rounder, whose faults are largely subtractive
100 Acable with personality, its veiled and shut in quality brings an earthiness to vocals and rhythm guitar alike
735 ) | Price for 0.7m length. Dynamic but smoothly detiled perfomance, but gives the impression of looking down on the music
£ 70 3 Price for 0.7m length. Strong and confident sound enhancing bass depth and subtlety, concentrates of nthe meat of the music @
150 Price for 0.7m length. Warm and luxurious sound but a little too fruity in balance, treble is a little subdued, bass detached e

but best in short runs due to higher than average series impedence

Open and detailed presentation, full bass and silky if overly smooth treble

47 Encourages a delicate performance underpinned by a strong and authoritative bass °
- 20 Colourful in an appealing rather than contrived sense, bass is slightly over-blown, large and ingratiating sound stage o
130 Richer, smoother more civilised sound than 200 with improved articulation and reduced sibilance o
40  Compromised by a grainy top end, treble and vocal range sound particularly sharp and untidy o
E 50 3 Sounds rather good, providing a livelier and more interesting account of music than most sub £100 cables M. ;
80 Not as bright or aggressive as the 400 but streble is trangely lumpy, muted and manipulated - odd cable ;.
 Monster Interlink Reference 2 100  Easy on the ear but rather contrived, slightly clanky treble fails to integrate with the smoother but splodgy midband 7
100  Offers a full and big sound, neutral yet very solid and condifdent in delivery. Expansive imaging retains music's energy 3 l
200  Detailed enough but there's a sense of distance between the music and the listener, vox are course rather than liquid L
55 Flat black cable that is distinctive, but slightly coloured — but not in a wholly negative manner. ®
| 3 50 _ Uncongested and even handed balance if slightly flat imagewise, retains impact but has a vaguexly untransparent quality e
35  Pleasantly unfatiguing and competitvely priced cable that lacks detail and insight. *6
35  Dynamically sens ree. Unsure t h-coloured finish though ‘e

4} | Sonic Link Silver Pink
‘SonicLink Black

1

49 Encourages an upbeat and snappy sound that's driven by leading edges, full and rumbustious bass maintains an even tempo
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CABLES (CONTINUED) e g n e, A
Product Price(£) Comments V VVVV VV VYV
& Tara Labs Prism 11 45 Very compatible cable that wins through with a naturally balanced and realistically dynamic sound. 6N purity copper N J ® & 1699 131
&) TaralabsPrism22 56  Delivers a fresh and detailed sound with clear and bright treble giving it a free, quick and dynamic character - LN 1700 131
&) [Taralabs Quantum CD | 75 | Lacking in obvious v it of i [ofe a3
TaralabsPrism33 90 A pedestrian cable that sounds lively but muddled. Quite dynamic, quite rich, quite smooth but also quite indistinct ® ®e'®e = 1700431
Transparent Audio Music Link 1 19 No aggressive nasties to tax the ears, neither does it sparkle with inspirational detail. Only suited to low output impedances o o [ ] i 7o gsl
van den Hul The Storm 25 Price for 0.8m length. Rich and warm but bass is rolled off, however there's plenty of drive and high frequencies are clean o 'o/® 1701 131
4} vandenHul Source HB 50 (Priced for 0.8m) Hybrid carbon-fibre/copper cable that is a paragon of naturalness. Airy and well controlled. oo ' [ ! 160
vanden Hul The First 210 Using 12,000 carbon fibres, a gentle and subtle sounding cable that conveys oodles of information but lacks dynamic punch ® (®f | | | o2 fg31
van den Hul The Second 772254 Wonderfully open and relaxing but also intimately detailed, slightly softens percussive dynamics L4 & o e /12 13l
XLO Type 150 50  Arestrained but useful cable for taming lively CD players, dynamics lack freedom, treble lacks clarity o o o 1703 131
&} XLO Type 0.1 180  Unusual but highly expressive and detailed with a hint of graininess on powerful vocals e o 1703 131
] AudioNote ANV 110 Ostensibly an analogue cable but gives a meaty and natural performance when used for digital duty (® ) ¢ (®[ [® [E L0431
4} Audioguest Video X 40 Adecent level of detail, imparts a gentle lift from vocal to high treble that can sound a little splashy i - '®'® E 705 431
& [Audioquest VideoZ | 60 | e 6 0 0 o [E | s
Audioguest Optilink Z 120 Good level of midband detail but frequency extremes lack depth and extension. ¥ ¢ ° [ B 0 F 108
Audioquest Digital Pro 100 Asilver cable with all the drive of Video Z but lacking its clear cut transparency. . @ e | B WO
Bandridge AL4900G 40 Lacks deep rounded bass and treble is coloured with a spittiness, a little rough and ready £ ®f © _E 1705 131
Chord Codac 32 Aconnection with a stranded inner core and a sound that lacks integration. e e (@ (E | 08
4} Chord Prodac 50 Price for 0.6m length. Lively detailed treble, drives music along confidently with no hint of fizz ® e o E 1706 131
DPA Opti-link 20 Very similar to Bandridge AL560; sound is lacklustre L 0 | §os
4] [DPADigi-link £ sl ere’s no avoidin d sound e e o |t - s
4 Ios105 25 Extended but soft edged treble that's mercﬁully free of fatigueing colourations, plenty of weight, smooth vox I o] ®:® _E 1707 131
4} Kimber Kable Opti-link 70 Hardly cheap for what appears to be a bog-standard PMNA fibre, yet it sounds a little brighter and livelier than most. i F & B § 0O & 468
& LFD Digilink Copper 30 Slightly grainy highly compatible cable with coherent and forward dynamic quality . & e o _E 1708 131
<} Monster Interlink LS100 45  Well constructed stepped-index fibre with polished ends and connectors. Lean, fuzzy, engaging performance. g ¢ 8 § & [0 | 108
<} Monster Datalink 100 45 Price for 0.5m. A colourful coaxial interconnect with an equally colourful and up-beat sound. Ve y compatible. e e [E 108
Moth Leyline Datalink 140 Athin, coaxial version of Leyline Black with a rather hard and unforgiving character. Too expensive. ® ¢ ¢ &6 | 108
& QED Digiflex i _Atop perforance, low-loss 750hm coax with a very open, almostliquid quality ® o &6 &6 /108
Siltech HF-6 150 Sounds detailed, very clean and very extended, but bass is less well resolved - a treat for high end systems e o | L 3 HO? 131
4 SonicLink Green 60  Spacious, positive and engaging if a tad over crisp at times, very compelling however o @ ® & E 1709 i3l
&} van den Hul MC \ Vldeollnk 75 48  An AV-cum-digital cable that nearly beats QED’s Digiflex, but emphasises sibilants ®» 3 108
&) | van den Hul The First 120 Exceptionally natural albeit slightly dark or cautious compared to some, plenty of subtle information and beautiful integration ® © E 1710 131
Audio Note AN-D ~ 450  Supplied in linear, non-polarised lengths that should be twisted into stereo pairs. Sounds rather grippy and forward. £ L & oo 109
& Audio Note AN-B 1650  Well suited to valve systems, elastic bass, methodical but unintrusive and musical § E ®oF i [ 177171 133
4 Audio Note AN-L 29.50  Fruity bass and expressive vocal rendition was appreciated by the panel which was happy to accept its foibles ® F [ & @ F /12§33
<} Audio Note AN-SP 125 Acalm and civilised presentation, very quiet in the way it reveals subtle low level detail. Great poise and clarity o ® o | in
4 Audioquest F-14 1.95 Ideal for laying under carpets, F-14 encourages a slightly warm and vibrant sound | R ® ! | I Hoo
Audiogquest Type 4 495  Four 18-gauge OFHC copper conductors wound in a Litz-type fashion increases capacitance but restrains the cable’s ‘bite’. @ o e 109
Audioquest Cobalt 2 45 Arather polite and aneamic sound that bubbles gently with detail and is largely uncoloured and cautiously spacious e e o i A Té3
Bandridge SF LC1070 ~ 42p  Basic figure 8 bellwire, lightweight balance and a softness that dilutes even the strongest bass e o | 1713 vf33
Bandridge SF L( o [of o [ Wn3fm
Bandridge Highflex LC2604 3 50  Substantial 6mm conductor produces weighty but ploddy music that lacks transparency ® O E .10 & 1714 133
4 Bandridge LC7409 | }.8;37 Detailed and up-beat cable. A bit too steely for classical strings P L '@ @ [ {800 #57
Cable Talk4.1 425  Smooth and cultured sound that lacks fine detail and is a bit too restrained L o & | 1300 {§57
4 DM LSCB500 595 High impedance can influence the treble response, but this was a winner on sound per pound. Bi-wire P T I ®f® " | /16 @33
<} DPA Black Sixteen 90  Unflappable resolution of fine musical details, there's no dampening of dynamics simply oodles of taut information ® -~ & ®'® 11713
4 Gale XL315 _ 2 Alittle lacking in detail but plenty of life and excellent value g . e e § {800 {57
4 Gale XL160- 2 ~2.50  Rhythmic and bouncy sounding bi-wire cable. Slightly manipulative sounding i & " e | 180035
Heybrook quggre 4 This well-meaning facsimile of earlier ribbon cables ends up sounding lumpy and uneven. £ f el® | ()
d E@,, 7 2 Big and expansive sounding cable, full and engaging while retaining a high degree of neutrality £ . o 1718 133
Ixos 604 5 Midrange is detailed and surprisingly smooth but treble is hard and synthetic and the bass no better ® [ ] 1719 133 >>

Tel: 0181 348 5676 (2.00-7.00 pm)
Fax: 0181 341 9368

Esoteric High Fidelity CABLES

Dealers in: Absolute, Audio Note, Audioquest, Deltec,< lectrocompaniet, Harmonix, Kimber, Mandrake,
MIT, Siltech, Symo, Transparent, Van den Hul, WBT and others.
. the RIGHT cables y P

. in YOUR system Contact us by phone, fax, or letterand we’ll do
_for YOUR ears our best to help you achieve your goal.
_in YOUR home (Auditions may be subject to a handling charge)

CONNECTIONS 13 John Princes Street, London W1M 9HB (A division of Connection 90’ Travel Ltd.)
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<« CABLES (CONTINUED)

Product Price(£) Comments VoV IOV oV VY
Mission Quartet 7.90  Mixed, inoffensive sound, adds gutteral resonance to vocals and could be generally more coherent. Bi-wire. . e ® | | 1722 333
Monster Cable XP 1.50  XP offers plenty of slightly soft bass and a slightly rounded treble, a relaxed cable whose indiscretions are not bothersome o e o F 1723 133
Naim NACAS 511  Described as a ‘dinosaur of a cable’, this stiff wire rod doesn't belong outside Naim systems. But it works a treat in them o o F £ B
Ortofon SPK100 3 Grey sounding and strips instruments of their natural richness and resonance, a bit bass shy too P §F eF ® 133
&} Ortofon SPK300 L _ 8  Tremendously open and atmospheric with robust full blooded bass, and dynamic too if slightly bright at times o | 133
Puresonic 7845 L 195  Big, weighty sound — but too messy and bloated for its own good L F (8 & | 1800 167
Puresonic 7891 2.85  Chunky cable design, shame about the sound quality ®of @®F ® @ 1800 157
QED Qudos 2.50  Despite high tech design and excellent Air-Loc plugs, the music failed to gel [ @8 & [ | 7800 b7
QED Profile 8 5 Sophisticated flat cable that lacks decent bass and get up and go E [ - ® © [ H800 #57
& SonicLink ASTS0 195 It may look like bell-wire, but ASTS0 sounds detailed, ordered and balanced it L ¢ [ [ 1800 157
&) TaraLabs Rectangular SCM 125,a Price for terminated 2m pair. Dynamics are exquisite, luxurious smooth sound, brimming with unforced detail F & ¢ of® [ 1725 133
&) Transparent Audio Musichord 11.42  Sweet, open and refined treble, a bit of breathy exuberance and can sound slightly lackadaisical L @®F ® § 1728 133
& Transparent Audio Wave  22.84  Very close to the sound of ‘no cable’, one of the very best. Slightly softens treble detail " I ® | 1728 133
Tech+Link OFC79 1 Bargain basement cable that sounds cosy, but suffers from a wobbly bass f I ®F B 1800 157
van den Hul The Clearwater 6  Despite its evocative title, the Clearwater turns out to be a disappointingly murky sounding cable. §F F o o0 109
van den Hul CS122 19 Smooth and articulate with superb focus and control, its sheer coherence makes it a winner (tested in Sessions) | 3 e o o lS}
van den Hul The Magnum 31 ~ Touted as vdH's most prestigious twinlead cable, Magnum sounds soft and old fashioned. P F " @ 9 109
&} van den Hul The Wind 35  ‘The Wind' kicks up a storm with its lush midrange and bone-crunching bass! L F o o 109
van den Hul Revolution 64 Silver plated OFC combined with carbon fibre prompts a sombre character with an easy and relaxed treble E F @O 1726 133
XLO Pro Type 625 4 Lively but natural and relaxed sounding but a hint of congestion at frequency extremes N ® @ 1726 133

Cartridges

artridges fall into two groups: high output MM (moving

magnet) models, capable of working directly into most

phono inputs; and generally more expensive low and
very low output MC (moving coil) models. MC cartridges usually
have better mechanical integrity, tighter tolerances and give better
performance. Many amplifiers are no longer equipped with the
necessary phono input for a cartridge, and a separate phono stage

is necessary. Phono input equipped valve designs need a
transformer to cope with MC cartridges.

B Cartridge/amplifier interfacing can be very subtle, but even basic
high output MM designs benefit in overall balance from optimised
amplifier capacitance loading. ]

d Best buy

® 0 0 00009000 00

® 0 00 0 0 0 0 0 00
® 0 0 0 0 060 0 00 00

Recommended J

'MM: Moving magnet cartridge with a normal output suitable for all sensitivity vinyl disc amplifier inputs .

REPLACEABLE STYLUS: Most MM cartridges have a stylus that

OUTPUT (MV): Cartridge output in millivolts.
MASS (g):Cartridge mass can affect amm choice.

vinyl disc ampifier inputs.

MC: Moving cail cartridge with a low output only suitable for high

can be removed and replaced

FACTSBACK NUMBER: The Factsback reference for ordering a fax

copy of the review.
BACK ISSUE: The issue of Hi-Fi Choice in which the original review
appeared.

CARTRIDGES

Product Price(£) Comment
& "Arcam C77 30 A sensible moving magnet package with good bounce at a competitive price
& | Arcam CIIMG i4077 Punchy, with plenty of energy to liven things up. The solid body is well worth the extra £10
&} Arcam E11MG ] 60 Our sample had a disappointing stylus, but gave a coherent, rich and laid back sound.
&} Arcam P1TMG ;73; Preferred to its cheaper partner thanks to a better tip. Channel balance poor -
& Audio Note lo IV 1,395  One of the best, giving an extraordinarily relaxing midrange clarity. Needs a transformer.
&) | Audio Technica AQT—SSVE 7;97; Clear and dynamic, though richly balanced. -
4 Audio Technica ART-1 944 This is a delicate and very fluid-sounding MC that tracks well.
Audioquest 404L 599 Slight harshness detracted from the performance of this otherwise clear-sounding and detailed cartridge.
Audioquest 7000NSX _17,495_ Stunning stereo imaging and detail spoiled by poor tracking and high sensitivity to arms.
&  Denon DL110 _ 70 Afine all-rounder, this high output MC model is likely to perform well
Denon DL160 90 Although listeners just preferred the 110, its brother here survived lab tests and is still ‘thoroughly competent’
Denon DL103 100 Good performance in bass and good ‘life’ is seriously let down by its spherical stylus which kills subtle setail.
&} Denon DL304 200 | Uncoloured, detailed, tracks superbly. Top notch altogether and a top notch bargain too

Dynavector Karat 1702 mk2 449

Clean and controlled sound with taut, tuneful bass. Detailed and musically cogent.

d Dynavector XX-1L 998  Very clear, very detailed; a response lift around 20kHz seems to do no harm.
Dynavector XX-1 998  Good, but not immensely competitive at the price, and not helped by comparison with the low output version.
& Goldring Elan 17 A lightweight and frisky-sounding MM apparently based on Nagaoka MM4 body
4} Goldring 10126X L 65 Slightly harsh but plenty of life and detail. Some high frequency colouration apparent.
4 Goldring 10226X 85 Aswith 1012, atouch harsh; detail and transient purity improved
4} Goldring Eroica LX 100 Not the most subtle cartridge in the world: can sound edgy at times, but lively and informative.
Goldring 1042 105 Not terribly subtle, and not such good value alongside 1012 and 1022. Quite lively though.
Goldring Elite 200  The basics are right, and it will cheerfully tackle any source material, but its sound has a certain dirtiness.
& | Grado Prestige Gold 150 Rich sounding with an unusually refined top-end for a moving magnet-type cartridge
4 Linn K5 v 65 Not as crisply focussed as the othe Linn magnetics, but the K5 is smoother.
& ' Linn K9 150  Linn improved this model by beefing up the Basik's bodywork and adding a super stylus
London Decca Maroon 199 Now manufactured under the London brand name, this Decca cartridge is as iconclastic as ever.
London Decca S Gold 339 Immediate and detailed, but coloured, nonlinear with a questionable effect on records.
4 Lyralydian 699  Superbly capable all-round musical performer that improves markedly when its body cover is removed
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Product

4] |Lyra Clavis Da Capo
4] Militek Aurora
& Ortofon 510/P

4 Orofon 520/P
&} Ortofon MC10 Super

4} Ortofon MC3 Turbo
& Ortofon MC15 Super Il
Ortofon MC2SE
Ortofon MC25FL
Ortofon MC30 Supreme
&} Ortofon MC300011
Ortofon MC5000
Rega Bias =~
4} RegaElys
&} Roksan Corus Black
& van den Hul MM-1
van den Hul DDT
& van den Hul MC-10
4} van den Hul MC-One
& van den Hul MC-Two

4 van van den Hul 6’ hopper IlIGLA 2,999

en
1 06401{ o ’p ;04 /
CARTRIDGES (CONTINUED) w0 "os,, Maey
Price(£) Comment b TR R A A 4
11,069 | Astabletracker, and one of the finest cartridges we've heard B I FOF 01 p7 E §43
299 Anoverall feeling of relaxed ease characterised this clear and atmospheric Kiseki-built cartridge. - I Oo§F 20 01F 289
. 32 Forthe price, a good blend of virtues - weight, clarity and neutrality - O 1@ 850 PS5 F B85S
55 Sensitive to load capacitance, the 520/P has a lively, effervescent sound. EO | @ 80 F5F §6
85 | ‘What a delightfully sweet-sounding cartridge this is...." we said _®F B3 [7F M
110 The 3 Turbo is bright, cheerful and bouncy, but unsubtle - take it as it comes. g ®¢ (33 P4 103
110 _ A good all-rounder, with outstanding resolution, if slightly bright and clos up. - E I®f RS |7 103
160 An excellent upgrade for a mid-price turntable [ ] 05 11 139
210 Abit too stark and honest, but faithful to what's on the LP [ ] 05 |11 139
450 Highly detailed and even-sounding cartridge that has a special affinity with female vocal recordings £ FEOF 05 075 l58
950 A real eye-opener. Nothing to criticise anywhere, one of the very best. i E®F @2 JIof B84
1,500 Limited tracking abiity, bright and forward sound, but good stereo e [ d 012 10 91
34 Difficult to mount in some arms due to its shallow build, the Bias offers a gentle, refined sound. 4 67
_ 74 Clearly superior to the Bias, the Elys is both more detailed, accurate and convincing. - | 43 | (I
130 Recognisably related to the Corus Blue, but more civilised and smoother. o SE B
250 If woody midrange could be tamed, imaging and security would pull it through 6 103
699 Outstanding stereo imaging and neutral balance are appealing but rhythmically the DDT-Il is a bit lazy £ EOF B35 Fo6F 158
799 Aneutral, balanced performer gives, fine depth and focus and a firm, extended bass § f®F 1[04 16 60
999 This extended all the positive qualities of the ‘10, but added greater authority and scale - worth all the extra money. I @7 (04 86[ [60
1,349 MC-Two rewards with a highly deailed yet fluid and musically covincing portrayal. P ®f 10406 72
Undoubtedly one of the finest cartridges available, it has tremendous bandwidth, energy and finesse. [ ] 04 6 122
689  Extraordinarily well balanced cartridge: neutral and detailed yet lively and rhythmically assertive. [ ] 058 6 158

4} Wilson benesch Matrix

ubiquitous music storage medium. Buffs may wrinkle their noses,  mechanical compromise. The sort of facilities that are useful include tape
but they all use it. monitor switching and Dolby S.

There should be no problems in connecting a cassette deck to any normal

amplifier, but some care needs to be taken in choosing the best tapes for a

specific machine. (Trial and error is one effective technique, but many decks i — A
have manual bias adjustment and some match up to the tape automatically.) Best buy 4 |

T he compact cassette is still the world's most versatile and  sequentially. Autoreverse is a useful feature, but usually implies some

Recommended

Twin decks offer the option to dub tapes and play two cassettes
DOLBY C: A rather extreme noise reduction system not usually for cassette recording AUTOREVERSE: Automatically plays both sides of the cassette. FACTSBACK NUMBER: The Factsback reference for ordering a fax
associated with high sound quality. 3-HEAD: If you want to monitor a recording whilst you are AUTO CALIBRATION: The deck will automatically set up bias and copy of the review. Use the contents page to find the Factsback
DOLBY $: A desirable derivative of the Dolby SR professional making it a third head is essential. EQ forany tape. information page.
‘noise reduction system. TWIN DECK: Contains two decks for dubbing and continuous ADJUSTABLE BIAS: Bias can be manually set to suit the tape BACK ISSUE: The issue of Hi-Fi Choice in which the original review
'DOLBY HX PRO: System designed by B&O to extend headroom play, in most instances only one deck will record. being used. appeared.

Product
4 Niwa AD-F450
4 Aiwa AD-WX721
& Denon DRM-550
4 Deron DRS-640
Denon DRM-740
Denon DRS- 810

Grundig CCF3

Harman/Kardon 10420
4 INCTD-R4T2 ]
Q WOTDNS2BK
4 NCTD-V662BK
4} Kenwood KX-5060S
4} Kenwood KX-70608
Luxman K-322
Luxman K-373
Marantz SD-53
Marantz SD- 63
NAD 602
NAD 613

NAD 616

Onkyo K-611
Pioneer CT- 38305
Sony TC-KE TG-I(EBBOS
Technics RS- AZ7
Yamaha KX-490

o, ”’ 2o, i ’7904 R
CASSETTE DECKS ””10,001,9, ’lp/', ~//Z’ Ve, "t,,%‘o,;‘zfq% s 4"’5,7 e,
Price(£) Comments b AN ST AL S8 o Sl 455 S 2D 4
120 Basic but well designed budget deck, astonishing value; only the poor metering gives the game away L ® 1513 @
170 High class twin for those who want bells, whistles - and music o P e _1377 146
160_ There are some technical limitations, but this remains a fine sounding deck, and excellent value P ®F 1_58
200 Drawer loading deck, with simple facilities and smooth, well adjusted sound. L @ (1591 140
] 27(L Breathed-on DRM-710, with good external treatment offers good, if somewhat detached sonics. ® 1514 136
310 Drawer loading deck, carefully designed yet lacking in subtlety on audition. E P & W
200 Simple, sensible and well built twin, but lack of pitch stability compromises performance - @ 1379 146
280 Minor inconsistencies detract from a well conceived, minimum featuresdesigp 2 @ ® [ 1592 {40
ZOﬁd Excellent auto-reverse deck which doesn't suffer the usual disadvantages and is very sharply priced I o0 158
! 2207 Ultra-sophisticated transport at a silly price; sound quality is stable but slightly opaque. A 123
270°  Assured, clean and agile sounding recorder, if not quite the most refined in its class. . ® & 1330 1380 146
235 Well engineered transport and Dolby $ star in this refined and detailed design. - @ & 153 140
329: Although slightly dull sounding with prerecorded tapes, this is a well equipped and fine sounding deck. - ® @ 138l 14 146
140 Gives best value results with lower bias tapes, helped by a successful Dolby C installation. ) @ 1382 146
350 Decent performance, but a little costly. Includes microphone inputs. o |- 158
zobj Modestly equipped player is short-changed by a rough transport, and dull prerecorded quality. RJ @ 1383 146
270 Poor pitch stability is a major snag in an otherwise nondescript design. S | B ] g @ d8
199: Minimalist deck for the audiophile market. Unfortunately engineering is minimalist too. o I fe- f® | o} 17
230 Rough and ready, but enjoyable sound, though marred by mechanical motor noise. i® | |®F [ ] 158
320 Double deck whose music sounded shut in and prosaic, as though its energy content had been ironed flat i® | [ :f ! @®f [ [1648 152
430 Cute drawer loading mini-size component with 3-heads and dual capstan transport. i @ 1®f | ® O 1384 146
500 High class mechanism, if lacking in battleship externals, and superb sound. ® e & e & 138 14
300 Mid setting-up problems notwithstanding, this UK-tweaked design has a smooth, open and un-cassette-likesound. @ ® © ® = © ® 158
30(7 Thin-film head gives a solid, almost CD-like bass and midrange. A clear advance in the state-of-the-art L B F F I®o® | L5§
199 Electrifyingly transparent and capable deck, whos only flaw is a trace of audiable wow and flutter. i®: | | 'e'® I8
250~ Stable and clean, if bright. Play Trim helps wake up recalcitrant recordings | L4 *13788 146
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CD Players

AII CD players offer a basic selection of facilities, and some A CD player can be split into two basic components: the disc drive or

can keep you entertained for hours as you programme in  transport, and a device which tums the digital bitstream coming off the disc
disc names and track orders. All but the excessively into an analogue audio signal. This is called a digital to analogue convertor,
inexpensive feature remote control. Most CD players can be  or DAC. Although most players are contained in a single box, expensive

. upgraded by adding an outboard DAC (see below). To do this  players are usually two-box affairs.
the player needs a digital output of either electrical or optical
persuasion; sonically the former is preferable. Best buy

Recommended

ELECTRICAL DIGITAL OUTPUT: For electrical connection to an AT&T OPT DIG OUTPUT: High speed optical output to be output. bitstream, PWM etc

outboard DAC. used with similarly equipped DACs. MULTI-DISC: Equipped with a carousel or multi-tray sys- FACTSBACK NUMBER: The Factsback reference for
AES/EBY ELEC DIG OUTPUT: Balanced digital output to be used BAL ANALOGUE OUTPUT: Balanced analogue output for tem for continuous play of multiple discs. ordering a fax copy of the review. Use the contents page
with similarly equipped DACs. amplifiers equipped with balanced inputs. DAC TYPE: Digital to analogue convertor: BS - Philips to find the Factsback information page

OPTICAL DIGITAL QUTPUT: For optical connection to an outboard HEADPHONE SOCKET: For can users. Bitstream, MB - multibit, Hyb - hybrid of multibit and bit- BACKISSUE: The issue of Hi-Fi Choice in which the oniginal review
DAC. VARIABLE OUTPUT: Remotely adjustable volume controlled stream technologies, 1bit - single bit types such as MASH, appeared.

o
&, s, Pp, A, 41
&, &:Cs'oqfo/é.gap, 0;74(0;40 ,,0’/ czs-
0 4 ) 3 Y,
X K2 0”'7' "% "’h“”% Wagy

€,

CD PLAYERS 0"y
Product Price(£) Comments NS L 08 AR A5 &5 AT AR . AR 4
4 _A!CCDG ~ 349 Based on Rotel's RCD-965BX, but has a raunchier, beefier but less transparent sound. i 1® ¢ F EOF § @BS § E24
‘Arcam Delta 270 800 Dy, tightly-focussed sound will either beguile or aggravate, depending on taste! ® i P & L F § B Byog B4
Audio Innovations Alto 399  Refreshing piece of audio sculpture belies inconsistent audio behaviour o £ B F § § EBS §635 @51
llgo Audlo CD4 150  Basic appearance and sluggish track access/track search belies its up and at ‘em sound quality. KJ . . e © b m268FI47
_ 300 Asharp, lively and articulate player, a real thoroughbred in fact, perhaps too sharp and lively for some systems o = £ s & £BS ¢ BI5O
~ 200  DCD-615 replacement is generously equipped but lacks sophisticated sound of its forebear. - | F I (o] { [MB 11269 147
240 Despite extensive revisions, this latest player still sounds like a typical 18-bit Denon, which is no bad thing! o e L . MB 18311137
4 Mpnl}cibil(llS 350  Excellent, middle range player - fast, fluid and lean o o o L MB 1599 141
Dual?D}OOORS 170 0Id fashioned sound and appearance, though well suited to light classical music ® I § § FE p®F § §BS H562§I39
Eclipse CD101a 80 Ifyou want to know the sound of high order distortion, this is probably as good a place to start as any - N E FFEE B M8 144
&} Goodmans Delta 700 110 A 16-bit alternative to the CD650I that furnishes a colourful and animated sound ; ¢ § F & F P F FMOD B 8178
‘Harman/Kardon HD710 250  Player of integrity, but can sound a tad hard and rough when extended, and is somewhat amplifier fussy. ® [ [ P e} & ogibt g Bl59
Harman/l(ardon HD7425 349  Needs a touch of Oxy-10 to clean up its complexion [ ] 1@ | @ | [MB f1600(141
4} Harman/Kardon HD7525 400  Glorious sounding player, if slightly inconsistent ® e | [®F [ [MB [1636§l5]
<} Harman/Kardon HD7625 550  Crisply styled, well equipped and slick, sound quality is fast and assured, if slightly ‘obvious’ i . [ [ jO@® | [MB 17617155
4 ‘Harman/Kardon HD7725 800  This flagship implementation of RLS sounds impressively bold and dynamic [ ] ®oF [ fOF © fMB & §I24
4 mt.- 284BK 140  Featuring a new set of bitstream innards, this flexible player has a refined, if occasionally unpredictable sound. [ J e {®@F | [bit {1270 (147
JVC XL-2574 ~ 250 Strong resolving power and good midband and dynamics, but slightly raw and thin. L & (@ ¢ [@F | gibit ¢ fl50
4 IVCXL-2674BK 300  Even handed, but glosses over the most intimate moments ® | [ [ [®[ | Fibit 8637 F151
s ‘Kenwood DP-3080 ] 1707 Bold, dynamic and outgoing sound, though somewhat aggressive. Poor build quality and finish L o o | E@ |
4 WDP 7060 ~ 380 Fleet-footed, but will appear bright in lightweight systems e [f® | &) [ [hit §601F141
Krell KPS 20i 9,900 Forthright, edge of the seat sound with outstanding bass performance (tested in Statements) ® ®© & 6 MB 1734 15
Linn M_ugllg 875 Useful multiroom features matched to strong bass, but poor imagery and transparency o EFEER F jyp 1762 155
_l!m_jﬂ D-322 200 Well bred player sounds smooth and cultured without appearing grey or boring. 7 { & | ie§y | 1BS 2728147
200  Looks identical to CD-63, but internal costs are cut, exposing a slightly ragged performer. i f (@] | [®f [ [BS f15650139
Marantz CD ~ 270 Dynamic, authoritative, and wide tonal response, but also shut-in and mid-forward balance @ '®;: | [o}® [ libgir £159
4 Marantz C 0D-l7 ~ 800  Fabulous packaging and an excellent all round performer: smooth, detailed and consistent o F F F F ] . | BS (1763156
Meridian 506 995  Crisp, clean and detailed player now seems a little flat and mechanical: a dated balance @i F@®@° © ¢ | & Biyb f764 8155
Meridian 508 1,685 Excellent partner for Meridian digital systems, and one of the best neo-high end systems (tested in system) i F FE F FE EF E BOSE Bl
llu_:fomega Minium 350  Dynamically weak and some roughness offsets the pleasing tonal balance, articulate mid and strong bass (o §f & & F E [ F ibt E §I59
Mission DAD7 - 900  Pleasant but not particularly exciting, but this remains a classy, sharply etched performer i f § E F & F B IMBE HI4S
Musical Fidelity FCD 1,499 Remarkably coherent and three-dimensional performer, and an inspiring piece of audiophilia o o £ [ BS f051 7131
Lm_ﬁi 7 - 250  Simple, well focused presentation, and articulate with it, though hard nosed quality is not everyone’s cup of tea. @ £ EEEE B 1 bit 159
4 NAD514 ~ 370  Boisterous sound, but undeniably attractive @ F & § & §®OF § §85 41639 151
4 Naim / Mdm CD3 978  The idiosyncratically packaged CD3 is solid and highly articulate. Always has its feet on the ground though ! F B E F FE E E BNB BI765BI55
4} Nakamichi MB4s 350 Entry level Music-Bank player has plenty of dynamics and detail but little stereo depth. ® F O | F®O; [ [MB HO74E13?
4] Onkyo DX-7210 260 Well-bred CD player features an unusual digital filter is smooth and cultured without appearing grey or boring. o e T 9 BS 1273 147
Onkyo DX-7510 400  Strongly flavoured, assertive sound L J ® L ~BS 1640 151
Orelle CD-100 500  Excellent information retrieval and convincing with a wide range of music. HF could be more natural though le | | E L E T T B iiosiinn
Ps) Orelle \Orelle CD-100SE . 549  Atticulate and solid performer, with a simple, purposeful; interface and attractive pricing ® 4 ] 7MB 71766 71755
s) Philips CD-721 ~ 130 Surprisingly well sorted, articulate if slightly lossy and attractively presented sound. Captive signal lead | EFFEYTEL B 1 bit i 159
Philips CD-740 170 One of several Philips players using hybrid DAC technologies. Still sounds insufferably boring, however. o i. 7 j o MB 1567 1 (139
_PQ@[QVZM ~ 150  Generally easy on the ear, but can bite back, especially with complex high frequency music content. Well endowed. e ® bt 159
Pioneer PD-5904 400 Too much legato - literally - in sound, but a very smooth performer o of I T E th 1641 151
4 Quad71 850 This player knows how to sing. Pity the control system is so buggy. L FE FEF T B B rsrliiss
4 Quad 67 . 875 Powerful, fluid and captivating sound reminiscent of Meridian’s 206 E F B & B R B BS “]74
MEQ-MDBX 250 A sea change in transport and DAC technology lies behind this untidy-sounding and irritating player. .. B | e | el [ I 1535 137
Rotel RCD-975 849 Brightand superfcially detailed, this deck can sound coarse and inarticulate fef F E T F B F Bes borfiss
dmm CD-4030R 180  Easy on the ear, smooth sounding player, with limits set by the slightly soft, compressed quality - and messy facia " Tel | lole 8s| [159
Sony CDP-361 ~ 150 Bantamweight it capable and resolute machine with no serious shortcomings at the price ‘ [ ° o0 ngS 1628 151
s) Sony ( CDP XE500 . 160 | Fine all-rounder, and a good match for middle ranking systems. Jog dial works will, but display is messy b E fol F lel . BS 159
4 Sony COP-T61E 250  Tarted up CDP-561E with less widgets and a slightly overcooked but nonetheless fine performance. lof fTeolf I [o! BS 1267 147
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CD PLAYERS (CONTINUE D) 0””'0 "6 0y %0”’%0 Uryy 0"’@ Uy, /% "”’P l’"%, W5,
Product Price(£) Comments ¥V NN Y .Y ¥V V.V
&} Sony CDP-XES00E 300 Refined and analytical disc scavenging tool, but there are some distinctive colourations making auditioning vital. BS 159
&} Sony CDP-XAZES 400 Strong-willed, heavyweight sound; not for the feint-hearted '® " | [BS FI642 flo1
Teac CD-P3200 150 A primitive looking CD player, housing 16-bit electronics delivering an equally primitive and uninspiring sound. £ e [ EMBEI277 Fl47
Teac CD-5 350 Bright, breezy and up-beat - but short in the trouser department £ 1ef & [BSF1643 flbl
TeacVRDS-7 599 Although bold and outgoing, this player can sound both intrusive yet lacking fine detail BS | 1769 155
Teac VRDS-10 770 Abasic analogue stage compromises performance. Lacks bass energy. BS 119
Technics SL-PG480A 140 Full driving sound, but somewhat uneven in balance with a unsubtle, slightly harsh top end. £ F ®F Ebhitg §59
TechnicsSL-PST70A 250 A mellow sounding player that never quite rouses from its slumber to really tackle the music at hand. C [®f | [BS {1278 A7
Thorens TCD 2000 900 Lacks midband separation and clarity and is short on dynamics but looks great (tested in Sessions) & F E F [BSEI729 §155
Thule CD100 849  Alittle muddled via single ended output, but the sound comes alive when balanced connections are used f®F § § 8BS E1/70 fI56
Trichord Genesis 549 Modified Pioneer PD-S504 that's a bit like a Williams Renualt Clio — astonishing at the price (tested in Sessions) ® | [e§ . . PBS F1753 55
Yamaha CDX-490 170 Big, blowsy sound, is undermined by lack of precision and focus (] { BN ] 1 bit 159
4 Arcam Delta 250 750 Arcam'’s best effort yet is a new design based on Philips COM9 transport. Specification includes Sync Lock facilty. @ =~ @ = ®f | & -T1o1 f130
Audiomeca Kreatura SE 1,450 Superb combo for those who like the sound of valves (tested with Elixir DAC in Sessions) o f & ¢ | ! P fBE ﬂ,l
4} Audiomeca Mephisto 12,100 Tested with Trichord Pulsar, the duo provides a highly composed and tactile sound. e f® § | F I & E -E1320 §ld4
Linn Karik 1,750 Based on early Linn transport, the Karik is dry but very positive, detailed and engrossing. [®F §® |  F F [ F -71323 A4
Meridian 500 11,245 Used with the 563 DAC, the combination is thin, brash and uncomfortable. [® @ §® §  F B I F -11103 f33
Mission Discmaster 1,500 Powerful performance - large and beefy without sounding fierce or aggressive (price includes Dacmaster) i & ¢ I ¢ F I § [ Fii04f33
Pink Triangle Cardinal 875  Sound quality is warm but over-polished compared to PT Ordinal (tested with DaCapo and DC PSU). fe ¢ I = F B F F [ -1i324 144
& PS Audio Lambda 12,250 With Ultralink Two, sound positively sparkles with colour and resonant detail. o f® [ | § [ I § -]LI06H33
Teac VRDS-T1 550  Superb quality engineering is mated to tidy and composed sound (tested with D-T1). o F o [ [ [ 1} - 1325 144
4 Le_e_xf;_}_’j_ﬂ_ﬂnwmﬁ 900 | Tested with D-700, low resolution sound is warm, bubbly and entertaining —. o L |- : 120
Teac P-28 4,000 The latest version of Teac’s luxury P-2 transport sounds as over-engineered as it looks. [ ] (] - 1493 130
‘Theta Data Basic Il 2,298 Uses a Philips CDM-9 Pro mechanism a works a treat with more lively DACs N 3 £ §F F -[1494 B30
Wadia 8 3,195 Budget version of Teac's VRDS mechanism in a fancy case; just too expensive for the performance on offer. e o o0 o - 1495 130
R T O e N W e S R N, ST WO S e I B S e U S
Arcam Black Box 500 750 Sophisticated unit with Sync Lock and discrete DAC. Early samples sounded grubby and restrained. E & F [ | 2 BS 1519 136
4 ‘Audio Alchemy DAC-in-a-Box 230 This giveaway DAC may still rescue the oldest of players from obsolescence. F B F & _' 173 3 1z
Audio Note DAC1 7600* Oddball DAC with manual de-emphasis switch. Needs a high preamp input impedance or bass will suffer. E F F E E | w MB E
Audiolab 8000DAC 800 Just as smooth and refined as its predecessor yet, sadly, still manages to obscure the passion or fire of music. E P FE FE E & 7 BS 67
Audiomeca Elixir 745 DAC was tested with Kreatura SE - see below | 3 ; E & B I JS ; 141
Cambridge Audio DACMagic 2200 Superb value DAC that makes the jump from good to outstanding if balanced outputs are used (tested in Sessions) ; ; | 2 2! Hyf) 1521 136
DPAPDM256 2995 Highly advanced, with adjustable dither. but the different settings only lead to compromise. B £ b * 0 B?i i3
[Linn Numerik /1,400 A new 20 bit DAC and revised Karik transport have cleaned up; but sounds a tad dry and humourless. g & FE & V.; P MB 1323 144
4 Mandlan 5(&7 795  Warmer but no less detailed than the earlierZOO-series,?he 563 flies with a top rate transport. E & § j — ~ 7037703 T27
Mlssmn Dacmaster 1 500 Powerful performance - large and beefy without sounding fierce or aggressive (price includes Discmaster) P 3 7 MB 1104 133
4 Plnk Triangle Ordinal | 925” The cheapest dual-differential DAC7 converter aval\ab\eioﬁerstop—ﬂlght sound quality. B . : : i ) ; j j TBs T1524 11 136
Plnk (Triangle DaCaﬁpfqW /1,765 With Cardinal and DC PSU, the DaCapo is best with its 22bit option. It is warm but over-polished. E I F L ; ~ BS 1324 144
Pink Triangle DC Supply 1,750 Battery power supply for Cardinal and DaCapo : j ] : . a3
4 PS Auqlo l_lltraLlnk 2HDCD 2,590 With Lambda transport, the sound positively sparkles with colour and resonant detail. | w8 4171706 133
PS Audio Ref Link 4,550  Consolidates reputation of PS Audio for high performance digital electronics E E E & Teof B F we 1069 FZ
£ QED (QED Digit Plus 139 | Bearing in mind its expensive but very forgiving perform:e, the Digit is almost embarrassingly cheap sl B
Teac D -1 500 Teamed with VRDS-T1 for test, this superb quality unit is tidy and composed. ! F & BS 1325 144
4 Tea;c_Dﬂi . 600 = With P-700, the D-700 may lack the resolution, but is butgb\y and entertaining. Pt P P [ ﬁi VIQD
& Trichord Pulsar Series One 1,395 Richly detailed and honest sound from a very capable and natural DAC. Switchable phase, dither etc P E B E 0 P & b gl320 @44
4 ‘Woodside DAC2 509  Sharp, dynamic sound is captivating for its lack of grain and ‘tizz'. EMB £ FI01
Woodside DAC1 909 Fine but slightly dated and costly package in performance terms - but flexible, musical and well built. MB 87

Digital Recorders

D igital recorders come in a variety of different guises, but have  really ‘made it’ as a consumer medium due to the dearth of pre-recorded

yet to make much of an impact on the domestic market. At material. However it has begun to carve itself a niche in the top end of
present there are four types to choose from: DAT (digital audio  the market, replacing reel-to-reel as the audiophile’s tape based medium.
tape), MD (Mini Disc), and DCC (digital compact cassette) and CD-R (CD  Home CD-R is coming into its own with Pioneer's PD-R05 machine
Recordable). DZC is backwards compatible inasmuch as the machines  attempting to set a trend.
can play regular audio cassette. MD'’s claim to fame is its optical disc

format, which offers instant track access and can't be worn out like a | d; Best buy RecommendedJ

tape. DAT has been on the market for quite some time now, but has never

FORMAT: Type of recorder, see above for descriptions. ADC TYPE: Analogue to digital convertor types as per DACS. ELECTRICAL IN/OUTPUTS: Digital socketry for electrical cable. BACK ISSUE: The issue of Hi-Fi Choice in which the original
DAC TYPE: Digtal to analogue convertor: BS - Philips Bitstream, PORTABLE: Can be run off batteries but not necessarily personal FACTSBACK NUMBER: The Factsback reference for review appeared.
MB - muttibit, Hyb - hybrid of multibit and bitstream technologies, stereo size. ordering a fax copy of the review. Use the contents page
1bit- single bittypes such as MASH, bitstream, PWM efc OPTICAL INOUTPUTS: Digttal socketry for optical cable. to find the Factsback information page.
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DIGITAL RECORDERS e e U
Product Price(£) Comments V-V VYV V- ¥V V'V
Philips DCC170 250 Good sound quality for a portable that records as well, beating competition from MD in its group DCC BS BS ® ® @ 1237141
Philips DCC851 280  Offering 18-bit record and replay this does an impressive job in many ways but PASC is still a limitation _DCC BS BS [ d 139

3
e 155212 PP

Pioneer D-05 800  Second generation 96kHz DAT recorder can offer startling realism with the right software - ie first generation DAT BS BS

HI-FI CHOICE DECEMBER 19%9¢ 129



THE DIRECTORY '

<«

DIGITAL RECORDERS (CONTINUED)

here are a variety of different approaches to headphone

design. Among the more expensive models, electrostatic

I drivers are used in open-backed phones. Most models

feature dynamic (moving coil) drivers in circular, open or closed-back
designs. The advantage of open backs seems to be a correspondingly
open sound, but one can also hear extemal noise, of course. Closed-back
designs are useful in situations where it is necessary to block out noise.

&,
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Product Price(£) Comments V V WO N WY
Pioneer D-07 1,150 96KHz double sampling mode gives this deck a sense of naturalness missing from most DAT recorders DAT BS BS @ @ 1089133
Plonee;!"l'{l]l{o.‘) 1,300 CD recorder that uses domestic blanks only (limited to 62 minutes), write once but excellent sound quality ”[ED-R:’BS BSf @ '@ 116521152
Pioneer D-C88 2,000 State of the art portable 96kHz DAT recorder, the size of a lap-top computer this Nagra country on the cheap DAT BS BS @ @ o 1431150
Sharp MD-M11 _ 450 Slick MD personal with recording capabilities and rapid track access but less stunning sound quality VMD BS BS @ O r. j 139
Sony MDA-JA3ES 800 Full width MD recorder that makes a decent job of recordings but is less impressive with pre-recorded material MD  BS BS . @ @ 1216152

There are three styles of headphone: circumaural models enclose the
ear; supra-aural designs feature a flat pad which presses on the outer
ear; and intra-aurals (in-ear) rest inside the ear itself, & la personal stereos.
For best results a separate headphone amplifier is recommended.

=

Recommended |

CLOSED BACK: Keeps out external noise.
WEIGHT (G): Mass in grams
IMPEDANCE (€2): Load offered to the headphone amplifier. The

| TYPE: Operating principl: D - dynanic, € - electrostatic.
'SUPRA-AURAL: Style where a flat pad presses on the outer ear

3.5MM JACK ADAPTOR: Can be used with mini-jack-equipped
components such as personal stereos.
FACTSBACK NUMBER: The Factsback reference for

to find the Factsback information page.
BACK ISSUE: The issue of Hi-Fi Choice in which the
original review appeared.

CIRCUMAURAL: Style which encloses the ear.
{OPEN BACK: Offers an open sound but lets in noise.

higher the impedance the louder the sound for a given amplifier output ordering a fax copy of the review. Use the contents page

)
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HEADPHONES

Product Price(£) Comments & S A AN TR, R ¥ ST IS R 4
<} AKG K240 Monitor 82 Something of a classic, these AKGs are very user-friendly in all respects; sonically on the warm side of normal. @ '®F F®F F20076008 & [63
&) AKG K1000 ~ 646 One of the best dynamics on the market, hooks directly into speaker outputs. (D [®FO F20f120f F 199
4 Mdlo_T_e@l_lyEa ATH910PRO = 80  The closed back 910s are an improvement on the 909s, with a nice rhythmic quality rarely found with headphones. D f®@F § . 280 40 E 195
Beyer DT100 152 Rugged, modular professional design, but bass is woolly and treble lacks detail. jpE f@F [®| 350 600 P 157
Beyer Dféfl L9  Uncharacteristically tight, unrefined sound quality from this otherwise well engineered ‘phone. Di®f (O 124 40 . 1098 133
4 ﬁy;r_oﬁf 7 82 | Tonally bright and deficient in but exceptionally comfortable, articulate, detailed and refined 0. OfO" 210 40 '@ 1801 157
Beyer Duii | 69 A reasonable but not very thrilling headphone that doesn't really offer enough at the price. D feF §O | 120 2508 @& 111
<} Beyer DT531 |4 129,4 A good buy for serious, heavy-duty music making (D f o0 7”245 “”250 b m
<} Beyer DT911 219  Probably too revealing for many headphone amps, these are very subtle and fine, if expensive cans iDE fOF® & FEZ57008 E Bl
Denon AH-D5 0530 P 8077? A competant ‘phone with integrity, but little panache or charisma. Hard headband causes brain strain. b e e 200 3% e 1801 157
Gl‘ado SR 80 110  Clear, open and dynamic with pedantically open mid-band. Crude physical design, rough frequency extremes. {D FO§ L 60 © 8 (@ [1801 1167
4 75 Whilst very unusual in appearance, the Floats give remarkable sound quality and openness at a reasonable price B F e ; 400 200 - W
4 | 99  Helmet shaped, but open sounding and comfortable in long term, despite lack of adjustment. D {®F@® ¢ [100 200 63
JVC HA-D910 65 Broadly acceptable if unexciting design with low level losses and some colourations. iD fOF | §@ §220F 32 v! 121
Kenwood KH- 1000 20 First step up from a true mini: a near miniature which is cheap, comfortable and inoffensive D e . . [ Ne | 121
!a_xgl_l__l!i@OD i 30 Solid, smooth sounding supra-aural headphone, but congested and undynamic. Includes in-lead controls. (Dfef [@F [120] 32{@ [1099 {33
4 Pioneer SE-400D 37 Acceptable, if unexciting all-rounder, this supra-aural phone has good long-term comfort levels. (0 F® . 1850 35 @ [ 1099 433

BEST BUY VIVANCO THE NAME BEHIND THE BEST BUYS

“An excellent buy” “All round giant-killer”

Whar Hi-Fi | WHAT HI -Fi?| Hi-Fi Choice
December 1993 L. 8.8 8 $A¢ March 1995
IR 7600 SR 850

“It sounds open and clean, with a

7 .
warmth and graciousness denied Clear sound; controlled

bass; comfortable cordless”
WhHar Hi-F
June 1995

most of its competitors” A real bargain and an

Hi-Fi Choice
August 1994

obvious Best Buy to boot”
Hi-Fi Choice

March 1995

Vivanco UK Ltd, Unit C, Boundary Way, Hemel Hempstead, Herts HP2 7SS
Tel: 01442 231616 Fax: 01442 2355421

VIVENCO
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HEADPHONES (CONTINUED) T a4 o e Mo e
Product Price(£) Comments b4 S SN e, AR, A AT S
Ross RDH-300CD 17 In-lead controls are the highlights of this shoddy, sometimes aggressive sounding design. fD/®@f | @155 8/®@ [ @ {33
Sennheiser«HVD445 ] E AOi Still the one by which others at the price are measured, though now slightly leaden sounding, with a cold treble fD f®F 258 5 121
Sennheiser HD455 50 Inoffensive, if nondescript sound, modular, but can become dislodged from head. D 1@ ¢ 157
Sennheiser HD565 Ovation L 140" Wide bandwidth design which is refined, expressive and extremely comfortable ib | f® 157
Sony MDR-CD770 100 Neutrality and comfort make the Sony easy to live with. Technically correct sounding too, yet musically unrewarding D d 157
Stax Lambda Pro 449 Tested with SRD-7B PSU, this is an industry reference, and is frighteningly revealing. E’ @ 5
Stax Lambda Sig 549 With SRM-T1. Electrostatic - the Signature must be the most transparent headphone available. BE I ® ® | [ 3250 -0 [ 02
Technics RP-HT700 70 Well-finished but physically crass and grubby sounding. (Dl [® ®: FE2550 - '@ 1801 467
Vivanco SR606 40 Although slightly overblown at times, this model is easy on the ears and essentially enjoyable b e e 2 3 e 110 13
Vivanco SR650 50  Unusually comfortable 'phone with excellent detail resolution but aggressive, thanks to tweeter resonance. (D@ ®: 1750 -F® 51801 §57
Vivanco SR750 L 60 7 Cossetting physical design, attractive sound an pricing, though suffers overhang and lacks ultimate dynamics D . L __1_801 157
Vivanco IR7100 - 120 Infra-red phones that work well but suffer from the limitations of the medium ie compression and hiss(Sessions) D L E 149

slave of what has gone before; it is only as good as the signal ~ for a given electrical input) against the bass extension (how low it goes),
it is fed. Nevertheless, the distortions introduced by for the given box size.
loudspeakers (and rooms) tend to be the most obvious. Subwoofers augment the bass and come in passive and amplified active
The average loudspeaker consists of an enclosure plus a couple of drive ~ form, they are less sensitive to placement than regular speakers.

A s the last item in the hi-fi chain, the loudspeaker is merely the  task is to balance the ‘sensitivity’ of the loudspeaker (how loud it goes

units behind a removable grille. Inside the box lurks a simple electrical P
circuit known as a crossover, which divides the incoming (full range) Best Buy Recommended
signal into the right bits for the drivers to handle. The designer’s primary
SIZE WD (cm): Width by height by depth in centimetres. IMPEDANCE (<2): Measured in Ohms impedance it is a measure reproduce, based on in-room measurements. FACTSBACK NUMBER: The reference for ordering a fax copy of the
FLOORSTANDER: As opposed to requiring a dedicated stand. of how hard a loudspeaker is to drive: the lower the number the FREE SPACE: Speakers should be placed away from walls. review. Use the contents page to find the Factsback page
SENSITIVITY (dB/W): Efficiency: how much volume you get for a more powerful the amplifier needs to be. CLOSE TO WALL: It is recommended that these speakers be BACK ISSUE: The issue of Hi-fi Choice in which the
given input; the higher the louder. BASS FROM (Hz): The lowest frequency that a speaker can placed close (between 3 and 12cm) to the rear wall. original review appeared.
RS W, ‘200:43'/7/#/’ 4fﬁ5~0046:y 4, ,;7;'12?95404, /J'J‘gf
HI-FI LOUDSPEAKERS Ty, Wy, 8 Wy Moy i,
Product Price(£) Comments \ LA A 08, S £N A5% Tk
_Allison AL100 L 100 Loud and lively budget wall-mount is big and beefy, but lacks sparkle and refinement £243319 F [90 74 F30 L J 94
‘Mlison AL105 170 Pretty enough in appearance; sonically the AL105 doesn't really make the grade at the price. 243721 %0 4 4 7 7 -,ﬁ ':78
Allison AL110 220 Compact bookshelf model is a little dry and mid-forward, but bass is extended and solid. [ 244023 § [O90 ;4 F28 | 7. t 1102
Allison AL120 420 Pretty well balanced if slightly mid-forward, but sound quality is disappointing at the price. 1286129 F@ 90 4 F30 F (@] |98
ATC SCM20 1,499 Massively built, invariably informative but the rather forward presentation can be uncomfortable. 244431 83 8 28 1® [86
Audio Innovations Alto 329 Styling makes competition look old-fashioned, but sound is thin and cold 120382 | 8 6 45 @ 1653 152
_Audio Note AN-J/B 799 Light damping and local unevenness adds some colouration, but doesn't spoil the very speaker. ge65825 § F9378 §25 F (@ 110
_Audio Note AN-E/B 1,299 Coherent dynamic and transparent, with extended bass and high sensitivity - but ugly! 368428 @ 9% 8 20 @ 106
Audio Physic Tempo 1,999 Tall and unusually styled floorstander has stunning stereo but suspect bass tuning. L 2210747 @ 8 8 282 @® @ 1344 143
Audiovector 3X 1,500  Superior time coherence, a wide dynamic range and exception bass/mid balance. 193298 @ 89 8 20 @ 1345 143
EV;;D—MEOA :7130: highly competent and neutral all rounder; clever Prism enclosure _13 32,22 | jﬁ B4 F95 | B * 8 »156
B&WDM601 200 Great main driver for the price, entertaining dynamics 20535523 88 6 30 @ 1779 156
B&W DM602 300 Prefers tall stands and space, but offers impressive midband dynamics and musical tension £244931 | |90 8 (30 @ 1654 16
BEWCDMI 600 Gorgeous stand-mount delivers unusually good bass for its size {23828 ° FBB 6 130 (@ ¢ [i60
_B&W Matrix 805 V 995 Stylish, remarkable imaging, good balance and low colouration. £933321 | 878 FI0f '@ 198
B&W Matrix 80153 3,795 Lacks transparency and the drama of the best dynamics, but acoustically a tour de force. {41005 @87 (8 F20 0 [® @ g8l
Bose 305 430 Fine dynamic liveliness and a good room match counter strange imaging and treble. F2a4528 | (-8 (AO[@] | 178
E@ﬁﬂlg: jSOOi Cheaply built but distinctively styled , the 401 suffers from heavy midband. Fo03076 p@f - ¢4 E28 8 E ¢ 0
Boston Acoustics HD5 139 Pretty miniature lacks boxiness, butis short of drama and dynamic drive. 16,2518 [80F8 B30 F 7@ & 10
Canon$-30 180 Moulded design has lively coherence, with ‘wide imaging stereo’. £ 282724 | 9 F6 £50 ¢ @ {4
Canon S-75 1000 Unique ‘wide image’ floorstander has great charm despite some sonic flaws £2792 F@ (874 (26 (@ § | 160
Castle Isis 230 Expressive with a full upper bass, tonally colourful with a big, dynamic sound (tested in Sessions) F735195 §f 187 £8 §60 §@ § 1729 1154
Castle Durham 900 300 Lovely veneer and lots of engineering create a very upfront, coherent and exciting sound. £ 24023 | 9% 8 (60 | @ 1162 135
Castle York 370 Real wood compact has an engaging transparency: fine balance and timing, but could use some authority. §o0 @ F F B0
Castle Severn 500  Light and bright, but sound is open and communicative. Looks good too. i (47 | @ 11655152
Castle Chester ;700“ A brilliant throwback, using a horn type approach to provide startling dynamics and coherence (e Ee ¢ 198
_Castle Harlech . 800 7 Handsome big-sounding floorstander, great value and dynamic midrange £209%33 r® 88 8 28 @® - 60
Castle Howard 2 1,100 Ably fills the gap between Chester and Winchesterh as a rich, laid back balance. 12610441 @ 9% 8 40 @ 1078 132
Castle Winchester 1,650  Large for its bass extension but engagingly agile, open and airy. (4210823 (@ 90 8 (&5 /@ | [9%
mia{& 99 It sounds a bit scrappy and untidy, but its heart is in the right place ___1»6»,27 21 § 6F8 (S50 '@ | 14
R];;i—();llljlgl[ 139* Smooth and polished by budget speaker standards, if a bit laid back for some tastes 213118 | “88 '8 F45 e | ,‘ 1130
Celestion Impact 23 300 - Big, cheap and loud. Sounds coloured and old fashioned, lacks subtlety 288229 8 8 30 @ 1656 152
Celestion 15 389 Bigboxand but short on subtlety and control though long on both enthusiasm 2110025 F@ E89 P8 (28 F@ ¢ ¢ {ll4
Celestion Impact 25 400 Both capable and enjoyable these rock boxes are real contenders in the bang-for-the-buck stakes L2822 @ % 8 43 @ @ 1758 155
Celestion SL6Si 429 This stereotype luxury compact can sound a bit dull and congested; favours CD. . 203827 8 8 30 @ 94

HI-FI CHOICE DECEMBER 1996 131




THE DIRECTORY :

L7 £, /s,
73 a,* 100'9 J'/)/‘,/ "fpfol S ,,0 '9‘_5 0‘5-5. 4, Sy, [4[

<« HI-FI LOUDSPEAKERS (CONTINUED) "0y, g, e W 1, S My My,
Product Price(£) Comments v S AR B8 0 (HA A0 &6 A% 4
Celestion 300 1,099  Splendid bass extension and fine panel-like openness, but dynamics and timing are suspect. 219733 F@OFBIE8 F20 F@ 8 = I8
Cerwin-Vega VS10 350 Not all that refined but ballsy as heck, these rock boxes have no shortage of gung ho 10337029 @ 95 6 37 @ (158115

&4 Dali1048 4 370 Lively, rich sounding and communicative. Shame about bland styling and dull balance. 11228627 | @ 93; 4 28 @ (1657152
Dawn Audio Chorus FS 698 Compact floorstander with superb coherence but rather forward midband. Would suit smaller rooms best. 268821 7*. J}Q ~8 e 14

Epos ES12 B 500  High quality luxury stand-mount has great midband and stereo imaging 270”38 25 © EBS[8FASF@F = f60

4 EposESl4 675 Substantial stand mount delivers delightful midrange focus and delicacy with good bass control. 23,49,29 E87F8FE25  @F F 98
Epos ES22 1,185  Elegant floorstander with ‘safe’ balance that can be enlivened with the right cable and energetic material (Sessions) 21,8825 @ 87 6 58 @ 1629 151

Epos ES25 y 1,655  Handsome floorstander with a rather uneven and bass heavy balance. 24903 @ 8 6 22 ». . 1346 183
Faraday Siren k. 445 High mass concrete cabinet is let down by imbalance of ageing driver combination. . 252746 [0F47BE®E 9%
Gale Model 4 200 Low cost floorstander; sounds a bit edgy, with detached bass £ 197922 . B7FB8 2O w1v780 156

GLL Imagio IC130 B 550 Lots of speaker for the money, but sound is decidedly dull and shut in 22 112 29 0 88 _5 _20 @ | [l60
Harbeth BBC LS3/5A 699 Still a classic miniature, though not to every taste, and none the better for the recent update. 719732 18 § _‘82 fl0fe0f@®; ¢ [66

<} Harman/Kardon LS0200 149 Laid back to a fault but entertaining nevertheless, and a big box for the price. L 213530 | §8&_ 8 30 @ 10377130
<} Heybrook Prima 139 Fine pace and timing, but balance is forward and bass is tight. £ 20218 ° F8E6FS0F §p@F [0
&} Heybrook Solo 199 Untidy bass and treble, but handles complex rhythmic material well. 233623 § FBOF6 28 F F@OF (90
<4} Heybrook Trio 373 HBSI drivers in real wood enclosure give a sweeter and more forgiving sound. 24125 ¢ FBIEB 45 £ @ T 118
Heybrook Heylo 389 Good vocal reproduction, but sounds thin and bass seems an afterthought. [ 287319 f@88:8 230 7.7 | 3 J§58 152
Heybrook Heystak 499  Elegant, highly detailed and level-headed sound, but could use injection of life 229828 @ 8 8 38 @ = 14

<} Heybrook Quartet 575 Solidly large bookshelf model with good sensitivity and a lively, forward sound. (244122 £ F90F8 A8 F@F | 122
4 Heybrook Sextet 1,129 Coherent and highly analytical, partly due to distinct upper-mid forwardness. 1279020 " @ 8[8 2@ 102
Infinity Reference 1i 150 Although not to our tastes, this is a competent speaker, and decent material value . 203420 89 § [0 f@ | 1403 148
Infinity Kappa 6.1i 995 Good extension, but bass is fat and slow, and dynamics are unconvincing. 31,9525 . 89 | X <8 % »1”080 ‘132
Jamo Cornet 40.4 150 Pretty presentation and a strong box, but poor driver fixing. Decent if bright sound. __729 3222 £ i879 #8 48 @ 1038 130
Jamo BX100A 370 Acracking output for their size these rock boxes can be a tad bright but have decent bass (3155428 ¢ (9178 40 @ F [1758{155
Jamo Classic 8 430 Alot of speaker for the money; good when playing quietly, but boom ‘n tizz character sounded crude 10229029 ' @ 9% 4 28 @ 1659 {152
Jamo 477 ) 500 Very prettily styled, but build and sound quality are disappointing at the price. 197728 @ 8 4 40 @ O P (1549 138
Jamo 707A . 900 Superb styling and cosmetics and decent balance apart from detached bass. _gﬁjE 104 @ 90 4 25 @ 1085132

JBL Control One 115 Sub-miniature with forward midrange and real bass; price justified by build L 2415614 & 4 100 @ 90

JBL TLX70 400 Startling bass weight from party animal that is let down by rather bland high frequencies 27,8828 _’ ﬁSijJ : | 3 J7§8 }55

4 JBLL20) 850 Pricey, heavy and a bit laid back, but this is a fine rock 'n'roller which is dynamic and communicative 264228 ¢ [F86[8 30 '@F F1550{138
& 1BLL9D : 1,308 A classic monitor which communicates with gusto and enthusiasm, though it can sound a tad crude [0 5 v.il ikﬁ f®@: [ |4
JBLTI1000 1,600  Performance compromised by over enthusiastic midbass output from port. F203013 F EBIFA L4 F@F | (LI

4} Jordan Watts JH400 820 Piano finish hexagon has controversial sound, with uneven balance but delightful mid. (283821 | F86E8 S0F (@[ [I06
&} JBW Mini Monitor 60 | Ultra-cheap miniature works well in a limited way 9827175 F F86F8 E50 & £@ B1/81 {156
£} | IPW Gold Monitor _ 80 More informative than Mini Monitor - but fiercer too 8827175 F F86E8 F50 £ E@ F1782 F56
&} 1PW Sonata 120 Fine sound if limited bass and dynamic range, wood veneered at a silly price £ 2833222 F B8 8F707@ n
& [ IPW P1 Vinyl . 150 Competent loudspeaker for the price, with a safe sound that won't disappoint. [ 24425 @ FR8OF8 "65f@F & 102
4 IPWP1 ) 170 Longstanding design is remarkable material value (real wood etc) and sounds pretty too £264425 | 89 8.65 @ 1611 1141
4 PWAP2 . 200 Real wood finish, and performance is cleaner but similar to P1 Vinyl overall. 26,44,25 P88 65 [@®@° FI06
4 JPWAP3 ’ 230 Good stereo and well balanced overall; character is well suited to vinyl replay. £ 25229 | [8BEB (65 [@F [ 46
JPW Ruby 1 500 Very pretty but pricey luxury metal-cone miniature has good, if slightly edgy balance. ) (193221 § [B7P6 (5 [ @[ [572 _139

<} KEF Coda7 130 Lovely open voice reproduction, but bass could be tauter; build tougher [ 183023 | [F88)6 501 [® ;1783156
<} KEF Coda 8 ] 190 Outstandingly well balanced, bass is deep but a little vague 2032529 & [F861 6285 [ gl/84 556
KEF Coda 9 300 Uneven budget 3-way floorstander with poor bass definition . 208,28 @ 8 6 30 @ 1785 15

KEF Q30 379 Fine focus from Uni-Q driver, but lacks drive and time coherence. 197330 £ E8876 44 @ | 126

KEF Q50 i ' 529 Compact twin-driver floorstander with Uni-Q treble and a rather midbass, heavy overall balance. (198330 [ @78 650 @F 1573 139

4 KEF 104/2 1,799 Areference point for dynamics, best without KUBE, suited to many rooms. £ 2894 (@ 9254750 @ | (60
&) | Keswick Audio Aria Il 329 Confident and dynamic sound, if a little crude and shut in 214224 § F89] 8 [ 20 @ 11405148
4} Linn Keilidh Passive 700 Stunning timingand coherence, and awesome bass drive. 208328 F@OFES/ 422 [ @ J,552 138
& Linn Kaber Passive 1,800  Dry, bright balance emphasises dynamics and transients, but can sound unforgiving. £ 20902 F@F87 425 [@° (I8
& Living Voice Air Partner § 27,000 Outstanding transparency and dynamics from remarkably solid and fast mega horn 64 160,90 7. (108f8 40 [ @f (138
Lumley Reference LM4 375 Metal diaphragm and wood veneer; balance uneven upper and has suspect timing [183%622 | (86 4 /@ [ [%

<} lumley Reference LM3 895  Despite indifferent bass alignment, LM3 is fast, coherent, solid and informative 2278728 F @ 90E 8 30 '@ 106
Meridian DSP6000 8500  Sophisticated digital design, with a wide ranging, refined and detailed sound. Has onboard amplification . 28,133,43 F-f-'3%'@ 1226 140
Meridian DSP5000 2995 State of the active loudspeaker art, a high grade design with unique capabilities. Has onboard amplification £219030 FOF - : j35 j‘ i ;TZZG 140

4 Mission 731 130 Much improved bass but dull top; likes to play loud 1753118 87 6 45 (] 156
Mission732 200 Attractive presentation but a rather dull and thick sounding speaker, and a tad pricey too. 20,41,30 | w89 ~8 w1115 ‘o »i613 “1741

4 Mission733 300 Duller than before, though still an honest all-round package 2058730 . FB7 814 o 1% 156
4 Mission751 300 Gorgeous looking, very petite; boogies with a sting at the top 17:5,32,26 8708145 *.771788 156
4 _Mission 734 430 Fine all rounder, and good value, but dynamically a bit lazy, and tweeter quality limited. ;217,84.733 k. 790 778 w1'13 .... i 1660 152
4 Mission752 500 Brillant style, engineering and sound L2882 @ 0 8 50 e 1553138
Mission 753 700 Gorgeous presentation and potential for open transparency. | 21,88,32 . 90 6 45 . | 114

4 _Monitor Audio MA201 300 Lively and coherent with good power handling, but also a bit shut in and coloured. iz,:41.40 | 3 90 8 7730 o 1164 135
<4} Monitor Audio MA202 _ 450 Uneven, informative and easy-listening floorstander delivers decent scale. 7&@!27 L 790 ~78 50 @ 1575139
4 Monitor Audio MA700 PMC = 500  Good looking luxury compact with all-metal diaphragms, lovely midrange, but occasmnally edgy 72 35,26 | 3 g80E8 -45 ° ;17661 152
&} Monitor Audio MA703PMC 800  Lovely but pricey floorstander has up-front, coherent ‘shiny" sound _ 20,89,27 . 8 778 50 o | 3 160
&} Monitor Audio Studio 6 ~ 900 Metal diaphragm compact has transparent midband but lacks vigour and drive. 22,3525 8 8 4 fel [ "118
Monitor Audio Studio 12 1,000 A real looker, but sound and content are a bit on the small side for the price. By O F90F8 £28 e 1349143

4  Mordaunt-Short MS10i  © 140 Up front, bouncy and a whole lot of fun 8608150 | ® _178\} 156
Mordaunt-Short SW1 150 Prettily finished and inexpensive passive subwoofer is only really useful with sub-miniature speakers 790 ”78 40 I Te 128

4 Mordaunt-Short MS30i 275 Slightly shut in and coloured quality is compensated by fine bass and impressive communication | 0 F38 [ 28 feol 71662 152
Mordaunt-Short Perf 860 1,695  Although a very neutral loudspeaker it can, with the right ancillaries, pack a serious punch (Statements) B 26,86,35 @ ¢ 90 j :35 N J _ 1367 146
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HI-FI LOUDSPEAKERS (CONTINUED)

Product
Morel 704/2

4 Musical TechnolBgy Hamer

<} Naim SBL Passive
4 NeatMystigue
Neat Petite |1
4 OriginLive OL-2A
Origin Live OL-1
4 Philips Legend FB72011
Pink Triangle Ventrical
4] Pioneer S-4UK
4 Polk LS50
Polk LS70
_Proac Response 2.5
PMC TB1
PMC LB1
PMC ABL
Polk RT16
4 QINQubic222
4 QuadESL-63
4 Regakyte
4 RegaEl8
4] RegaELAMKII
4] RegaXEL
4] | Revolver Beretta
4 Revolver Colt
Revolver 260
RogersLS1
Rogers AB1 3
Rogers Studio 3
Rogers LS3/5A
Rogers Studio 5
Rogers Studio 7
Roksan ROKone
4} Roksan Ojan 3 Black
4 Royd Minstrel
Royd Merlin
4] Royd Doublet g
44 Royd The Sorcerer
_Royd Abbot
Ruark Templar
4} Ruark Talisman I
&} Ruark Equinox
& 8D Acoustics SD3R
4] SDAcoustics SD5
Shahinian Arc
Spendor 2020
4} Spendor 2030
4 Spendor 20 ]
System Audio 905
4] | Tannoy.$31
4 Tannoy | GSISE
4 Tannoy632
4} Tannoy 633/l
4] Tannoy635
_Tannoy 638

Tannoy D500

4 Tannoy Westminster TW
_TDL Near Field Monitor
TDLRTL2

4 TOLRTL3 j
TOL Studio 0.5

4 TDLStudiol

4 T0L Studio m
Technics SB-M20
Technics SB-M500

4 Thiel SCS

& Totem Model One
Vandersteen 2Ce

Visonik David 6001
Wharfedale Valdus 400
& Wharfedale Valdus 500

4 e

bb
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Price(£) Comments

There's real potential here, but it's not fully realised

Very pretty package, good measured performance and even sound. Sensitivity is low, and dynamics limp
Lively and punchy - smoother but more upfront than before.

Elegant compact floorstander has good allround sound and value

Compact design now utilising ribbon tweeter with a fine sense of timing and surprising musicality (tested in Sessions) 20,30,18

Fine dynamics and a good looking, well engineered package, though presence bland and treble restrained.

Luxury miniature has very good overall balance, sacrificing sensitivity for bass.

Liveliness, coherence and fine information retrieval justifies the odd looking baffle

If you are after Quad Electrostatic type transparency but can't afford the price . . . (Sessions)

Latest version now balances pretty well, with a coherent lightweight bass.

No enthusiast tweaks here, but powerful and beautiful balance

High sensitivity, but balance has too much midbass boom; mid-top is laid back.

For aspirant high-enders looking for seriously good conventional boxes, this speaker should be fist port of call
ansparency, subtle laid back sound, well worth seeking out

Delightful smoothness and transparency, though bass and treble are both limited.

Lovely panel-like transparency, slightly shut-in balance, needs a big room.

Bass rich, lively and powerful, but suspect top end; big and not very pretty

Ugly but good value floorstander with loads of bass and a smooth balance

Classic electrostatic lacks punch, but has strengths some can't live without.

Has splendid timing and coherence, sounds very explicit and informative.

Kyle drivers in compact floorstander gives more bass but less coherence.

Pretty and smooth, the latest incarnation has a superb midband and excellent communicative skills

Looks and sounds great: balance bright but even, with delightful coherence and timing.

Great bass for the price, a bit crude further up

A good all-rounder, if a little bland, and excellent value for money

A no nonsense presenter of rock with plenty of dynamics, not too refined (tested in Sessions)

High grade miniature

Designed as partner for LS3/5a or similar miniatures

Pricey LS3/5A derived miniature, excitingly coherent if lightweight, can't go loud.

Clever AB1 stand/subwoofer helps the classic 3/5A monitor give its best shot.

Luxury finish bookshelf size model has genuine monitoring capabilities.

Latest variation on classic BBC-monitor theme has beautifully voiced, laid back sound.

Large stand-mount is musically very communicative if a little coloured

Squat, stylish and black, great bass extension and somewhat uneven balance.

Not much wellie or loudness but fine coherence and timing, a bit bright -

Invigorating and exciting design with plenty of upfront detail, but balance lacks warmth and a tad overpriced

Great value compact floorstander; lively and very informative, if a little uneven

Extremely musical and communicative speaker that fun to listen to. Aesthics could use improving though

Dynamic and fine transient qualities are hampered by a rather coloured mid-forward balance.

Striking baffle gives decent bass/mid but dull treble; could tame over-bright system.

Less ideologically committed than some, strength lies in fine all-round coherence.

The primary strength of this speaker is its ability to remove itself from the picture

New SD3 has the agility and charm of a quality miniature, good bass and low sensitivity.

Bass suspect but forward midband is delightfully smooth. Has ribbon tweeter.

Occasionally wonderful small floorstanding omni; bright but coherent and revealing.

Utilising an oval drive unit in a stylish cabinet this is a neutral design with AV inclinations (tested in Sessions)

Discreet slimline floorstander with delicately coherent, laid back sound

Maintains Spendor’s tradition for peerless mid-to-treble coherence and perspectives..

Fine coherence and remarkable dynamic freedom some something so small, though there's little real weight

Balanced, open, unboxy and quite lively, but lacks muscle

Very refined midband; maybe too laid back for some

Clever cabinet avoids boxiness and promotes focus imaging and bass

Impressive bass and balance from very compact floorstander. Upper midband could be cleaner.

Beefy low-line floorstander packs real bass punch and an up-front balance

Big value vinyl big box has good balance and lots of loudness, but needs a good amp.

Plenty of muscle and stereo, but short of poise and delicacy. Hard work for amps.

These awesome horn loaded speakers are remarkably controlled and impressive.

Despite low price, this is an unimpressive performer, poor low frequency resolution and analysis being main flaws

Spacious, weighty and enveloping sound if you can accept the laid back balance

Bargain price floorstander has rich, heavy and bright sound with a good scale.

Tiny floorstanding transmission line lacks coherence or the balance of Studio 1.

Genuinely extended bass from a compact enclosure, very detailed but a shade clinical.

Transmission line helps bring the best from metal cone driver.

Well balanced with natural perspectives and fine midband coherence, but bass is a bit boxy and uneven
This model offers a clean, open sound, offset by midbass heavy balance and low sensitivity.

Class leading coherence and communication, but can sound shut-in and dark

Utterly delightful but exasperatingly expensive luxury miniature sets the benchmark for its size.

Elegant staggered baffle contributes to a refreshing freedom from boxiness.

Sharp styling, but the complex grillwork worsens a sound which starts off with too much top and not enough bottom
Goes very loud with a minimum of amplification, but the sound is very thick and uneven, with a heavy upper bass
Offering a large version of events these rock boxes can move plenty of air, albeit not as subtly as alternatives

Cute metal cased micro-miniature is quite coloured but great fun.
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THE DIRECTORY

e y, "105;; -S’/;,‘,’r ,a[”l 485 1 '7€ f.; é’,f &y/"l
< su BWOOFERS *0{04,/ 44'0 /0'04‘, "2'4"/ U 0,/6 P40£ %11 4,050 475[.0
BEW AS6 . 500 Good material value with a fair amount of low bass from 100W active design f4551455 @ © F30 F ¢ [1/36(1%4
& Boston A Acoustlcs SWlO 450 Alittle thumpy but transparent with good timing and goes loud (active) gi8s5042 E@F & §83 §F [ {128
Cﬂomon CS135 - 139 Compact hideaway passive sub lacks deep bass: for high sensitivity speakers 521934 1@ 86 8 45 @& [H2
Infinity RS10 500 Avery cute cube of an active sub but midbass is boomy with no real extension [ 843434 T@¢ & 380 | 128
Jamo SWGOO 530 Has some neat styling touches and remote control but deep bass is limited (active) 38 45 (@®f | 130 ¢ 1736 154
KEF Model 308 500 Commendably discreet with good sense of timing but limited extension (active) 38 53743 T@L & 450 ¢ _1736 154
KEFAVI 2500 Works well, looks great, shakes the windows but costs a lot and is bulky ~_5@47315[) (@ ¢ g ¢ - [
4 h&K VX-18 450 Baby of a big range this active design delivers deep, plenteous bass albeit lacking in transparency N3 (@] § 4 | 1736 154
Mordaunt—Shorl SW1 . 150 Fair value, can help sensitive small speakers but no serious extension to match upper bass “_5”87,724,25 {® & (4] 128

4 _REL Q-Bass 350 ©  Smashes the price barrier for deep bass performance 4041540 | @ 20 11670

Stands & Supports

H ifi furniture is more important than you might imagine. The  Speaker stands come in a variety of sizes and styles to suit different

effect it can have on the sound of your system is far from models. Use dealer or manufacturer recommendations to narrow down
subtle. Hi-fi furniture can be split up into two categories — the choice, but as a rule you want the tweeter at ear height.
equipment supports and loudspeaker stands.
It is not entirely clear what makes a great equipment support, but
some are definitely more equal than others. There's a variety of
approaches and materials used, including particle board, glass and all

i Best buy Recommended
manner of steel tube and section.
Hm (CM): Height of stand or equipment shelf lead to increase mass, which affects sound. rack or support. copy of the review. Use the contents page to find the Factsback
TOP PLATE SIZE (CM): Dimensions of top plate on speaker stand WELDED: The better stands and supports are welded rather than SHELF TYPE: Material that shelves are made of on an equipment information page.
or equipment support. bolted together. rack. Wood generally means MDF. BACK ISSUE: The issue of Hi-Fi Choice in which the
vwm speaker stands can be filed with sand and/or 'NUMBER OF SHELVES: The amount of tiers on an equipement FACTSBACK NUMBER: The Factsback reference for ordering a fax original review appeared.

; '”" g, '% /sm
STAN Ds & su PPORTS /6'/,’(0;/2‘7"47 1140( WQQ‘» Q’(‘,y ];'ﬁf 4,052 4,01'0
Prouct Price(£) Comments b, Ste AR £ A5 S, G057 4
Equipment Supports

4 Audiophile Furniture Base 480  Easy to set up, well ordered sound (4 | | | 4 ‘Wood1633151
Fi-Rai R4 1250 Lively, exuberant sound, slightly weak bass E 5 Glass 1633 151
& | Mana Acoustics Ref. Table 350 _ King of its type, angle iron, chipt L 1 147
4 Manalicf;t}s’uCSSTlerAmp Stand | Gﬂﬂ Infinitely upgradable. Persuasive a  to components upon it |- 5 |
4 Qua ire Q4 ’/”O Easy to live with, and tonally neutral : _ 28 ! MDF 163
4 Swnd | Organisation Z038 7130 ~ Too lively and lacking order - but cheap (50 408 @ 5 VWood 1633 151
<} SoundStyle Select 6105 1280 Respectable sonics, structurally solid and smart B F & F E5 WGlassgh33fisl
M@ggﬂ Sound Tower 249  Adds colouration, and lacks weight. Optional Isolation Platform (81 72427 | | 5 Glass1633151
&} TargetB5 175  Free of colourations, fine grip and good value . 5 Wood 1633 151
Speaker Stands
Nphason NCI 45 Filled single column design without threaded spike holes that's appropriate for non-critical applications 40601616 ® 1373146
Alphason NCII 80  Tall, slim and elegant, though sound and value are unexceptional . 40- 60 17,17 @ : : 159
Aiphason 'ﬁtaq JZO ~ Excels in the midband and allows voices to come across in a detailed an d expressive fashion ~ 40- 60&16 ;! WQ ¢ 1373 146
_Apollo AZ6 80 Fine engineering value, but sound unexceptional and top-plate small 66 153 @ @ [
4  Atacama | BDZI 55 Good looking and good value but doesn't match the SE24's sound quality % 1517 @ 48 .
4} | Macama a SE24 _ 70 Stand out from the budget crowd because of the consistency and overall quality of the performance 61 if)ﬁ 7@ . E
_ AVF Tower 400 35 Ridiculously cheap and much better than no stand at all : 54 1720 ! |2 B B 3
Ixos Deadrock 903 50 Smooth and tonally even but short on definition. Deep bass is soft which doesn't help timing 60 : 1373 146
4 | Gale Reference 600 60 Smooth sounding with impressive bass well suited to less civilised speakers 7 E E'/"iﬁb
4 _ Kudos S50 100 | Better sound than the budget stands, particularly at the bottom end » 60 E ] 159
4 Kudos $100 1270 The best all round stand around. . . Probably.. 63 18
4 Ilm§qp1|giframos 7125 For use under floorstanders and equipment racks these make music effortless and natural, can be stacked for greater effect | ] g 1373 146
Pamnggqn New Merlin 60 Although light in weight, the stands performance seemed remarkably muscular but musical rendering lacked a little precision i - 1373146
4 !’P_a_riinﬁg‘l’qn Discovery 80 | The depth and substance of the presentation truly added to the convincing nature of the system’s portrayal o 13731146
4 Partington Trophy »1(‘ Four column design with damped top and base plates, sound is tight and cogent with smoothly integrated detal\ | | 3 1373146
_Revolver RS1 70 A good blend of performance and appearance for the price B F 53 | 159
4 _ RMS/Stands I.Inlque Vivas 550 Pricey carbon fibres give ultra-clean sound with exceptional voices —;570 I 'fsg
4  Soundstyle 124 _1( _ Big, shiny and solid, with fine midband projection Méi | 1159
Sound Stylg@g:i 100 Three pillar triangular based design with high gloss finish. Enhusiastic sound suited to better systems ) :61 ” i§73 146
4  Stands Unique HP 1220 Real wood disguises high performance tuned technology £59 | 3 : : ;159
4  Sound Organisation 2124 80  Atacama style big pillar. A pleasantly balanced performer, tonally even with good timing and dynamics, but leaks sand! ) . 1373146
<}  Sound Organisation 2129 77110 Heavy four pillar design, extracts detail well and very little colouration together with an excellent sense of timing g4 £ @ § § 4373146
4 Target R1 /280 Truly high mass four pillar design with superb weight and speed, giving music delicious attack and outstanding imagery [8 521 @f@f | 1373[146
&  Target TR0 67.50 Lively, dynamic midrange and detailed treble from a less than audiophile oriented twin column design 60 1515 @ 1373 146
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urntables at the cheaper end of the market tend to its construction and design have a significant bearing on sound quality.
I be supplied with a matching tonearm, and often There are three basic types of arms listed in the key and each has its
include a ‘starter’ cartridge. Still better quality is strengths, but pivoted designs are the most popular, for reasons both
found at higher prices among the separate motor units and  practical and economical.
tonearms. Careful partnering and set-up is essential for
these components.
Although the turntable is the most @portant part of a record Best bu y ﬂ Recommended
player, the tonearm is the second most important, and the quality of

EFFECTIVE MASS: This relates to cartndge comphiance. Generally track the disc in a linear fashion. two planes. FACTSBACK NUMBER: The reference for ordering a fax copy of the
high mass arms are suitable for low comphance cadndges and PIVOTED: Arms which allow the cartridge to describe an arc as EFFECTIVE LENGTH (cm): Length of arm from bearing to review. Use the contents page to find the Factsback.
vice versa. they traverse the record. cartridge mounting. BACK ISSUE: The issue of Hi-Fi Choice in which the
PARALLEL TRACKING: An arm which allows the cartndge to UNI-PIVOT: Pivoted arms with a bearing that allows movement in ADJUSTABLE HIEIGHT: Important for accurate cartridge set-up. original review appeared.
Coge s, { Peon, .s-,; *a,, Ky
TONEARMS KO " "’40/(, g ﬂf I et Myt My
'S e &y oy /"0;/ ‘9//; b "Bep
Product Price(£) Comments NNy
4 Aiphason HR100S 480 S-shaped arm sounds smooth, but nevertheless reproduces transients with fine attack. Medum @ 29 @ 86
4 Hzma a Stogi Ref 1,000 Large, solid and well made arm, gives exceptionally clear sound with just a hint of brightness. High ol | 7. | 79
4 Linn Ekos 1,297 Superb, state of the art design which builds significantly on predecessor’s strengths. —l—dédium P el ool &
4 Mo_lhil-r\rmr .95 | The ultimate budget arm? Refined, sweet, detailed and natural -WLG\‘V i ] 4 723/ P WL‘"
4 Rega RB300 (139 | Despite its modest price it sets exceptional standards and could be used on many high end turntables TOV Y u L w0
4 I!ksapl Tabriz Basic 275 Targetted at the Xerses, this is a good alternative to the Rega arm in many cases - a touch bright though. :I;ow ® 240 . -~ o
4 SME Series 300-309 657 Beautifully made and finished: fully adjustable and a highly neutral performer. Low Yy 238 . 79
4 SME Series IV 936 Superb engineering and finish with a finely balanced sound, impressive stereo focus and low colouration. jl:ow i e 23 @ 60
&} SME Series V 1,391 Excellent in all respects, this arm arguably sets the standards for pivoted arms, regardless of price. lw @ 23 @ 60

he radio medium operates at a lower profile than TV, but in areas  well worth having. Tuners come in two basic types. Analogue models
outside pop music the BBC service is the envy of the world. Live  tune gradually and can have analogue or digital displays; they are often
concerts rival all other sources from a hi-fi perspective. preferred for sound quality. Digital tuners offer convenient automatic
Though tuners might seem something of a hi-fi afterthought, the task they  tune facilities and pre-set memories.

discharge is far from simple, since it requires the skills of RF (reception)
L@ Best buy Recommended

and audio (signal processing) engineering. The importance of the former
will depend on reception conditions, but a high-quality aerial system is

WAVEBANDS: Only the FM (VHF) bands give stereo hi-fi sound, applications. Basically RDS tuners can identify and display the aerial, useful for aligning your ‘twig during installation to find the Factsback information page.

though AM (MW & LW) are useful for receiving certain name of the radio station being received, but they offer a variety ROTARY TUNING KNOB: The ergonomically attractive approach to BACK ISSUE: The issue of Hi-Fi Choice in which the original
transmissions in the UK. of other features as well. dial-surfing. review appeared

PRESETS: Number of station frequencies that can be stored. REMOTE CONTROL: Couch-potato friendly. FACTSBACK NUMBER: The Factsback reference for

RDS: (radio data system) was originally designed for in-car SIGNAL STRENGTH METER: Indicates strength of signal from ordering a fax copy of the review. Use the contents page

i’éw 5, 20
g, ’/i%,;ik,z/ Sy,

K7 ey, A8, ey ’4'4- ""'7(/
Tuners Mog Serg Aog ""7701 €Tty Mgy "'059 KN
Product Price(£) Comments h 45T GRS, 0 AR AR A5 / v
Arcam Alpha 5 Plus 220 Selectivity modest and there is some susceptibility to front end overload, though basic sound quality is pretty good EMMLE § & & E F1254042
Arcam Delta 280 399 Fine sound quality marred by mild synthesiser whine; RF performance only average. remote £60 extra ffM 20 & & e [ 120
4 {Audiolab 8000T 750 = Unusually combination of fine sound quality and RF performance (inc AM), and superb ergonomics FM MLES9 & & o e 1254 142
4 Delﬁ)ﬁanU 260L 0 | Careful minimalist design promises a surprisingly open and vivacious sound CEMM.L ZG E F B P E I
Ps) Mrman/l(ardon TU950 200  Sound quality is among the best in its price range, only exposing its rough edges at high playback levels FM ML 3‘ e @ @ 1810157
4 ‘Harman/Kardon TU9400 299 This striking tuner exceeded our expectations. On stereo FM, it’s HK's best yet MFM,M 24 i | 1254 142
4 }lﬂ(@n}!m 12,600  Controversially good sound at a very high price. The reviewer’s saving up but you should check it out for yourself. ,_fM | }30 ; ® '® 1254742
4 Magnum Dynalab FT101 - 825 Although fairly expensive given its minimum set of facilities, its excellent sound provided ample compensation. EMM § | E & FI2
4 Hicromega Tuner 700 Has digital output but even without the Micromega DAC, this provides exceptional sound quality. Looks good too. EfM 39 f '@ '@ 1810 157
Mission Cyrus FM7 400 Open, generous soundstaging gives the music plenty of foundation, if a touch shut in at the top EM §29) (@ (@ i@ [1254]142
Musical Fidelity E50 300 Sounds involving if coloured and with a subjectively larger than life presentation | L A i 1810 157
4 Naim NATO1 1,645 There may be better sounding tuners in the world, but we have yet to hear one. FM | . £ 12547142
0nkyo T-430RDS 190 Pleasingly neutral, but rather undynamic and congested _FM/MW 30 @8 © & 1254F42
QujdeﬁS 554 Very pretty and compact but technically unadventurous. Sound is smooth, but only makes sense in Quad system context. = FM 19 @ 1254 142
Sony ST-SA3ES 250  Clean, lean presentation but needs a quality aerial to its best fMML 30 e e e 181015
Technics ST-GT350L 150 Decent RF poerformance is offset by sound quality more typical of a mini/midi system ) ) [IMMLIS0 @ (@ | '@ [12547142
Thorens TRT2000 450  Not exactly neutral sounding, it nonetheless makes listening fun MM 59 @ @€ @ @ 1810157 >>
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pecialist turntables are what high fidelity sound
is all about. CD players may offer silent
backrounds and flat frequency responses, but
they can't match the dynamics and superlative timing that
serious turntable users take for granted. Turntables at the
cheaper end of the market tend to be supplied with a
matching tonearm, and often include a ‘starter’ cartridge. Still

and tonearms. Careful partnering and set-up is essential for these
components, but many so-called ‘sympathetic’ combinations exist.

Because turntables are mechanical devices that are designed to
retrieve modulations as small as a micron, engineering quality is of
paramount importance. It is also the reason why turntables cost as
much as they do, and require high quality support systems.

better quality is found at higher prices among the separate motor units

d\ Best buy

Recommended

MANUAL: You do it all: put the needle on the record and take it off. structural interference.

SUPPLIED WITH CARTRIDGE: Most turntables do not come

AUTO: The record player does it all.

SEMI-AUTO: You share the work: you put it on, it takes it off.
SPEEDS: In RPM to comespond with your platters.

SUSPENDED SUBCHASSIS: Sprung suspension to minimise

qQuality.

EXTERNAL PSU: Outboard power supply; generally it indicates high

SUPPLIED WITH ARM: Many turntables require a Separate arm to
be fitted; if not, this tells you so.

supplied with a needle.

review appeared.

FACTSBACK NUMBER: The Factsback reference for

ordering a fax copy of the review. Use the contents page
to find the Factsback information page.

BACK ISSUE: The issue of Hi-Fi Choice in which the original
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Product Price(£) Comments M/ A4 \4 V N AT S 4
M’Eﬁ“ﬂ?ta 835  Good sound in all areas - bass, clarity and neutrality all in top class (tested with HR100S MCS). ®F | 13 fO®O]
Clearaudio Reference 2 500 Opulent beast tested with Souther TQ-1 arm. Tends to gloss over detail with a fizzy character but is quite bold (@ | [ [/ F E §
DNMRota2 /4,800  Tonally slightly bleached, but extracts detail like few others. Works well on own table e @ BH e e e
Dual €S503-2 170 Coarse and woolly sound - not inoffensive, but bettered by the CS-505-3. e 3@/45 & e e
M?ﬁf!", 200  Consistent sounding and well isolated turntable. It is slightly lacking in comph. E & 1o ﬁlls & e o
K_u{r_qg}@bd?S 712007 (Tested with Stogi Reference) Solid oak plinth; sound is very clear, detailed and extended. ® | | B 3,3,/45 o0 0
Linn LP12 Basik 1,050  Trails the full LP12 significantly, but pace, rhythm, timing etc still top rank o 3 e o
Linn LPlfl;nga ;1,750 The classic reference is improved by the Lingo, but charming character remains. ° _53/45 LA
Michell Gyrodek 765  Sweet and natural sounding player, well matched to Rega RB300 arm ° 33/45 @ @

Notts Analogue Spacedeck/Arml 125 No frills, just a first rate, outstandingly natural sounding deck that will last forever t. 33 j ?;’ j
Pink Triangle Anniversary 1,980 Possibly the most detailed, clear and neutral sounding deck around. Likeness to master tape is uncanny. @ 3345 © @
Pro-ject (;/EIITI\;ko 699  Don't think of this as a mid price deck with a good arm, but as a scaled down Oracle Delphi - it's that good fo | | o0 O
Eé;;@ia} 2 :214 | A remarkable product at the price, surprisingly articulate and confident 7. | 7 B .
Rega Planar 3 L2 | e s | | e
iegf_lanar 9 11,598 Featuring the RBI00 arm and a ceramic plinth this deck puts Rega into contention with the best decks available o 3345 @

{Reson RS1 675 ¢ packed e (3345 @ @ @
Rivelin Eclipse 1,100  Tested with SME 309. Tends to simply things and add a slightly ragged edge to the proceedings d 33/85

"Roksan Radius 3/Tabrizzi 890  Elegant looking turntable with a tidy, ordered sound. Bright and breezy if a shade lightweight. B (3345 @ .

SME Model 204 4,631  Supplied with Series V arm. Engineered to last a lifetime, giving excellent stereo and detail retrieval. o 33/45/18 @ @ .
Systemdek 1/920/Moth 235 The motor is derivative of the Rega Planar 2 with a Moth arm. Uptempo, even bright at times but never lacks enthusiasm. @ =~ 33/45 . | (@]
@ﬁg{ek’m 499  Neutral, flexible and dynamic deck that begs to be used with a good arm and cartridge. o 3345 @

{Thorens TD166 VI/UK/RB @] | [ e (@
Tho;ens TD2001 700  Balances convenience and sound well, but deck lacks detail and bass could be better controlled | @ B e e
Thorens TD3001/UK 770 Excellent middle ranking esoterica, with strong all-round abilities rather than excellence in particular areas. ® | (B e e
Voyd 05 13,940 Cross between standard and Reference Voyds. Superb finish, colourful and dynamic. ® BB e e

Voyd Rsference 16,962 Voyd's flagship, equipped with three substatial motors, is a strong contender for world's best. L 334 e e

Well Tempered Record Player 1,800 Intriguing and challenging. Musically it is not ideal, but has a limpid quality and a lack of artificiality that sets standards. [ ] 345 @ @
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E Choice review or needed some sound

independent advice to make up that
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Acoustic Energy Ltd « tel 0181 840 6305 « fax 0181 579 1761

Adcom e Celestion International Ltd o tel 01473322222 » fax 01473 729662

ADT  Aanvil Audio * tel 01359 240687 « fax 01359 240687
Advent < Entel Ltd « tel 01483 425702

Adyton « Aanvil Audio « tel 01359 240687 « fax 01359 240687

DNM e Virtual Reality Audio Systems « tel 01277 227355  fax 01277 224103

DPA Digital  tel 01222 795621 * fax 01222 794267 * Dealers 17
Dual » RAM UK Ltd * tel 0161 973 0505 « fax 0161 905 1965 * Dealers 450
Dynavector ¢ Pear Audio Ltd * tel 01665 830862

EAR « Yoshino = tel 01480 861834 = fax 01480 432006

Air Tangent * Absolute Sounds * tel 0181 947 5047 « fax 0181 879 7962

Aiwa UK = tel 0990 902902 = fax 0181 564 9446 « Dealers 2000+

Akai (UK) Ltd » tel 0181 897 6388  fax 0181 897 1 1508 * Dealers 250
AKG » Harman Audio UK Ltd « tel 0181 207 5050  fax 0181 207 4572 = Dealers 30

Alamo * Moth N Marketmg « tel 01234 741152 * Dealers 50

ECA Distribution « tel 0181 998 1086  fax 0181 998 1086 * Dealers 5
Eclipse * Hi-fi Direct « tel 0171 827 9827 « fax 0171 827 9009 * Dealers 23

Electrocompaniet * Esoteric Audio Imports < tel 01243 533030 « fax 01243533030

Electrostatic Research * Audusa & Co © tel 0181 942 6241 e fax 0181 395 0793

EMF Audio  tel 0181 361 6734 « fax 0181 361 4136

Alchemist Products  tel 0181 883 3008 « fax 0181 883 1160

Allison Acoustics Ltd « tel 01484 603333 « fax 01484 607774

AIphason * tel 01942 678000 * fax 609913 Dealers 700
Apollo Hi-Fi Furniture  tel 0121 520 5070 « fax 0121 522 2055
AMC  Campus International Ltd « tel 01494 431290

Arcam * A&R Cambridge Ltd  tel 01223 440964 « fax 01223 863384 * Dealers 211

Epos Acoustics © tel 01705 407722 « fax 01705 400099 « Dealers 68
Exposure Electronics o tel 01273 423877 o fax 01273 430619

Faraday Sound e tel 01603 762967

Fi-Rax * JEM Distribution * tel 01924 277626
Forte Audio * Acoustic Energy Ltd « tel 0181 840 6305 * fax 0181 579 1761

Anon « Kronos Distribution * tel 018687 48632 = fax 018687 48281

Ariston « Hi-fi Direct » tel 0171 827 9827 « fax 0171 827 9009 * Dealers 23

Art Audio  tel 0115 965 3604 « fax 0115 963 7795
Atacama e Sambell | Engineering © tel 01455 283251

ATC Loudspeaker Technology Ltd « tel 01285 760561 « fax 01285 760683 * Dealers 25

ATD « Aanvil Audio * tel 01359 240687  fax 01359 240687

Fullers » Fuller’s Audio « tel/fax 01702 612116

Gale * Hi-fi Direct  tel 0171 827 9827  fax 0171 827 9009 * Dealers 23

Audio Alchemy  Path Premier « tel 01494 441736 « fax 01494 461209
Audio Innovations e Hi-fi Direct  tel 0171 827 9827 « fax 0171 827 9009 e Dealers 23

Gallo Acoustics  Absolute Sounds © tel 0181 947 5047 « fax 0181 879 7962
Gamma Acoustics  tel 01753 526939 » fax 01753 526939

Genelec  Project  tel 0171 359 0400

Genexxa * Intertan Ltd « tel 01922 434000 « fax 01922 710789  Dealers 346
Glanz « Presence Audio * tel 01444 461611 » fax 01444 461510

Audio Note * Audio Note UK < tel 01273 220511 « fax 01273 731498  Dealers 15

Audio Physic Aanvil Audio * tel 01359 240687 « fax 01359 240687

GLL » Goodmans GLL * tel 01705 492777 « fax 01705 470875 * Dealers 250
Goldring Products Ltd  tel 01284 701101 « fax 01284 750040 « Dealers 100

Audio Research » Absolute Sounds * tel 0181 947 5047 « fax 0181 879 7962

Audio Synthesis  tel 01943 600404  fax 01943 600383

Goodmans Industries Ltd * tel 01705 673763  fax 01705 664333 -
Grado * Goldring Products Ltd « tel 01284 701101 = fax 01284 750040 « Dealers 50

Audio Technica Ltd « tel 0113 2771441 o fax 0113 2704836 * Dealers 100

Graham < Reference International « tel 01435 868004

Audiolab » Cambridge ‘Systems Technology Ltd * tel 01480 52521 « fax 01480 52159

Grant Amplifiers  tel 01705 837392

Audiomeca © Kronos Distribution « tel 018687 48632 fax 018687 48281

Audiophile Furniture « tel 01342 826262

Audioquest * A&R Cambridge Ltd * tel 01223 440964 « fax 01223 863384

Audiostatic  Audiofreaks * tel 0181 948 4153  fax 0181 948 4250 * Dealers 12

Grundig International Ltd « tel 01788 577155 « fax 01788 562354
GT Audio * tel 01895 833099

Harbeth Acoustics Ltd e tel 01444 440955 « fax 01444 440688

Audiovector « The Chord Company * tel 01722 331674 « fax 01722 411388

Harman/Kardon * Gamepath Ltd « tel 01908 317707 « fax 01908 322704 < Dealers 85

Aura * B&W Loudspeakers (UK Sales Ltd) * tel 01903 750750 « fax 01903 750694

AVI » AV International Ltd « tel 01453 765682 « fax 01453 752777 »

Dealers 23

B&O « Bang & Olufsen UK Ltd  tel 01734 692288 « fax 01734 693388 « Dealers 167

B&W Loudspeakers (UK Sales Ltd) < tel 01903 750750  fax 01903 750694 * Dealers 400

Bandridge * tel 0181 543 3633
Basis * RT Services * tel 01235 813058

Helius Designs < tel 01386 830083 < Dealers 5 + direct
Heybrook Hi-fi Ltd « tel 01579 342866 * fax 01579 342833 « Dealers 75
Hgrning * Definitive Audio * tel 0115 981 3562

Impulse Loudspeakers  tel 0181 766 0474 < fax 0181 766 0468 « Dealers 11

Infinity » Gamepath Ltd « tel 01908 317707 < fax 01908 322704 < Dealers 85

Benz-Micro * Audiofreaks © tel 0181 948 4153  fax 0181 948 4250 ealers 12
Beyerdynamic © tel 01273 479411 o fax 01273 471825 « Dealers 300

Bose UK Ltd « tel 01795 475341  fax 01795 427227  Dealers 496

Boston Acoustics  Portfolio Marketing  tel 01494 890277
Bravura ¢ Thomas Transducers © tel 01732 851408

Interaudio * Bose UK Ltd « tel 01795 475341 « fax 01795 427227
Ixos * Path Distribution * tel 0121 749 2240  fax 0121 748 3838 * Dealers 700

Jadis * Absolute Sounds  tel 0181 947 5047 < fax 0181 879 7962

Jamo UK Ltd « tel 01327 301300 * fax 01327 300511 « Dealers 300+

JBL * Gamepath Ltd « tel 01908 317707 « fax 01908 322704 < Dealers 85

Bryston * Professional Monitor Co © tel 01923 249119 « fax 01923 249219

Cable Talk © tel 01252 373434 » fax 01252 371818

Jecklin = May Audio Marketing (UK) Ltd « tel 01943 864930 « fax 01943 863814
John Shearne  tel 01438 740953
Jordan Watts Acoustics Ltd « tel 0181 985 1646 o fax 0181 986 0112

Cambridge Audio * Hi-fi Direct « tel 0171 827 9827 = fax 0171 827 9009 = Dealers 23

Canon Audio Ltd  tel 01256 841300 « fax 01256 841333

JPW Loudspeakers Ltd « tel 01752 607000 * fax 01752 607001 « Dealers 200

Castle Acoustics Ltd * tel 01756 795333 « fax 01756 795335 « Dealers 264

CAT « Reference International * tel 01435 868004

JVC UK Ltd « tel 0181 450 3282 » fax 0181 208 3038  Dealers 5000

KAL UK Ltd « tel 01303 245005  fax 01303 221736

Celestion International Ltd « tel 01473 322222  fax 01473 729662 « Dealers 200
Cerwin Vega * CSE Administration » tel 01423 359054 » fax 01423 359058 * Dealers 98

KEF Audio Ltd * tel 01622 672261 » fax 01622 672939 « Dealers 240 -
Kenwood  Trio-Kenwood UK o tel 01923 816444 » fax 01923 819131  Dealers 1000

Chimera International Amplification * tel 0181-441 1951

Keswick Audio Research « tel 01977 671823 * Dealers 13

Chord « The Chord Company Ltd « tel 01722 331674 « fax 01722 411388 < Dealers 210

Chord Electronics  tel 01622 764874 < fax 01622 764874

Kimber Cable « RATA Ltd « tel 01539 823247 < fax 01535 823317
Kiseki » Presence Audio * tel 01444 461611 » fax 01444 461510  Dealers 10 + dlrect

Classe Audio * Absolute Sounds  tel 0181 947 5047 » fax 0181 879 7962

KLH Audio Systems « tel 01473 833228 « fax 01473 833448

Clearaudio * Heatherdale Audio * tel 01903 261213

Koetsu * Absolute Sounds < tel 0181 947 5047 « fax 0181 879 7962 « Dealers 20

Clements * Wollaton Audio * tel 0115 928 4147

Concordant » Sambell Engineering * tel 01455 283251

Koss * HW International * tel 0181 808 2222 » fax 0181 808 5599
Krell » Absolute Sounds « tel 0181 947 5047  fax 0181 879 7962 « Dealers 17

Conrad-Johnson « Audiofreaks * tel 0181 948 4153 « fax 0181 948 4250 * Dealers 12

Copland « Absolute Sounds « tel 0181 947 5047 < fax 0181 879 7962 * Dealers 32

Kronos Distribution e tel 018687 48632 « fax 018687 48281
Kudos « tel 01732 461648 = fax 01732 462949

Counterpoint « MPI Electronic UK Ltd « tel 01483 454993 « fax 01483 454992

Credo * Townshend Audio * tel 01784 455866

Creek Audio Ltd « tel 0181 361 4133 = fax 0181 361 4136  Dealers 40

Kuzma e Audiofreaks * tel 0181 948 4153  fax 0181 948 4250 « Dealers 12

LAT International * Audusa & Co < tel 0181 942 6241 « fax 0181 395 0793

CR Developments * CR Developments Ltd « tel 01702 469055  fax 01702 601883

LFD o tel 01255 422533 » fax 01255 221370 « Dealers 7

Crimson e Virtual Reality Audio Systems e tel 01277 227355 » fax 01277 224103

Linaeum * Absolute Sounds  tel 0181 947 5047 « fax 0181 879 7962

Croft » Eminent Audio  tel 0121 373 1442 » fax 0121 377 8309

Dali * Onkyo UK e tel 0181 343 2082  fax 0181 346 4925

Linn Products « tel 0141 644 5111. » fax 0141 644 4262
Living Voice * Definitive Audio * tel 0115 981 3562
London « Presence Audio « tel 01444 461611 < fax 01444 461510 < Dealers 10 + direct

Dawn Audio Ltd « tel 01932 355040 < fax 01932 355041

Lowther Voight Ltd « tel 0181 300 9166

Day Sequerra * Absolute Sounds * tel 0181 947 5047 « fax 0181 879 7962

Deadrock * Path Distribution * tel 0121 749 2240 « fax 0121 748 3838 * Dealers 700

Lumley Reference  Reference International * tel 01435 868004
Luxman « Hi-fi Direct « tel 0171 827 9827 « fax 0171 827 9009 * Dealers 23

Denon * Hayden Laboratories Ltd < tel 01753 888447 » fax 01753 880109  Dealers 350

Densen » Russell Kauffman Distribution * tel 01582 561227

HI-FI CHOICE

Lynwood Electronics  tel 01709 873667 « Dealers 25
Lyra » Path Premier « tel 01494 441736 < fax 01494 461209
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MAG Audio (UK) Ltd * tel 0181 555 1222

Magnepan  Audionord UK  tel 01235 813058

Magnum e Hailey Audio Ltd * tel 01992 442425 « Dealers 6

Magnum Dynalab « Reference Imports « tel 01435 868004 « fax 01435 864481
Mana Acoustics  tel 0181 868 2788 « fax 0181 4290118

Manticore Audio Visual * tel 01767 318437 * Dealers 5 + direct

Marantz Hi-fi UK Ltd * tel 01753 680868 * fax 01753 680428 « Dealers 200+
Mark Levinson e Path Premier « tel 01494 441736  fax 01494 461209
Martin-Logan * Absolute Sounds ¢ tel 0181 947 5047 « fax 0181 879 7962 « Dealers 20
Matisse * GT Audio * tel 01895 833099

Maxell UK Ltd « tel 01923 777171

Mclintosh « MPI Electronic UK Ltd * tel 01483 454993  fax 01483 454992
Meridian Audio Ltd « tel 01480 434334 « fax 01480 432948  Dealers 98
Metaxas ¢ UK Distribution  tel 01753 654531

Michell Engineering © tel 0181 953 0771 « Dealers 8

Michi « Gamepath Ltd  tel 01908 317707 < fax 01908 322704  Dealers 18
Micro-Seiki  Absolute Sounds * tel 0181 947 5047  fax 0181 879 7962
Micromega DA Ltd « tel 0181 502 1416  fax 0181 502 1438  Dealers 104
Minstrel » Quantum Audio Ltd < tel 01563 571122 < fax 01563 571133

Mission » Centralforce Ltd » tel 01480 451777 « fax 01480 432777 = Dealers 259
Monitor Audio Ltd « tel 01223 242898 » fax 01223 214532  Dealers 45

Monrio * UK Distribution « tel 01753 654531

Monster » Gamepath Ltd * tel 01908 317707 « fax 01908 322704 * Dealers 181
Mordaunt-Short Ltd  tel 01705 407722 < fax 01705 400099 * Dealers 200
Morel « Clere Electronics Ltd  tel 01635 297717 » fax 01635 297717

Moth Marketing  tel 01234 741152  Dealers 30

Musical Fidelity Ltd « tel 0181 900 2866 * fax 0181 900 2983 * Dealers 145
Musical Technology * tel 01494 793137

Myryad Systems Ltd * tel 01705 265508 « fax 01705 231407

NAD Marketing Ltd « tel 0181 343 3240 « fax 0181 346 4925 « Dealers 380

Naim Audio * tel 01722 332266 « fax 01722 412034 « Dealers 70

Nakamichi « B&W Loudspeakers (UK Ltd) * tel 01903 750750  fax 01903 750694
Neat Hi-Fi * tel 01325 460812 * Dealers 15

Nottingham Analogue * tel 01773 762947 » fax 01773 533566 « Dealers 4

NVA « tel 01763 272707 « fax 01763 271694 » Dealers 3

Onix Electronics © tel 01273 517358

Onkyo UK = tel 0181 343 2082 = fax 0181 346 4925  Dealers 120
Orelle Hi-fi « tel 0181 908 4126 < Dealers 30

Origin Live * tel 01703 442183 « Dealers 25

Ortofon UK Ltd « tel 01753 888949 « fax 01753 889636  Dealers 200

Panasonic UK Ltd « tel 0990 357357 « fax 01908 681931  Dealers 3000+
Papworth Audio Technology © tel 01480 830345

Partington < tel 01322 383712

Pentachord Loudspeakers © tel 0181 788 2228 « Dealers Direct

Perception * Kinshaw Electronics Ltd < tel 01209 715878  fax 01209 711939
Philips Consumer Electronics Ltd « tel 0181 689 2166  Dealers 5000+

Pickering Cartridges © tel 01904 642463 « fax 01904 652225

Pink Triangle Projects  tel 0171 703 5498 « Dealers 47

Pioneer High Fidelity (GB) Ltd * tel 01753789564 « fax 01753789536 * Dealers 500
Polk Audio * tel 01727827311 « fax01727 827284 » Dealers 104

Posselt « GT Audio * tel 01895833099

Pro-ject « Ortofon UK Ltd © tel 01753 888949 « fax 01753 889636 * Dealers 70
Proac * DNA Marketing « tel 01403 753180 « fax 01403 753181 © Dealers 19
Professional Monitor Co e tel 01923 249119 e fax 01923 249219  Dealers 12 + direct
PS Audio * Absolute Sounds © tel 0181 947 5047 « fax 0181 879 7962

QED Audio Products Ltd « tel 01276 451166 * fax 01276 452211  Dealers 150+
QLN UK Ltd = tel 01352 730251 » fax 01352 730251

Quad Electroacoustics Ltd « tel 01480 52561  fax 01480 413403 * Dealers 130
Quadraspire Ltd * 01634 296615 * Dealers 50

RCF Electronics © tel 01268 570808 « fax 01268 570809

RA Labs * RDL Acoustics « tel 01484 603333 « Dealers 4 + direct

Realistic © Intertan Ltd * tel 01922 434000 « fax 01922 710789 * Dealers 346
Rega Research Ltd « tel 01702 333071 e fax 01702 432427 = Dealers 54
Rehdeko  Virtual Reality Audio Systems e tel 01277 227355  fax 01277 224103
REL Acoustics Ltd « tel 01656 766093 « Dealers 80

Reson  Virtual Reality Audio Systems e tel 01277 227355 = fax 01277 224103
Revolver UK Ltd « tel 0161 973 0505 » fax 0161 905 1965

Richard Allen Loudspeakers © tel 01274 872442

Rivelin Audio * Sonic Link * tel 01332 674929 « fax 01332 361390

Rogers * Swisstone Electronics Ltd  tel 0181 640 2172  Dealers 100+
Roksan e Centralforce Ltd * tel 01480 451777 = fax 01480 432777

Rose Industries Ltd  tel 01235 847023  Dealers 10

138 DECEMBER 1996

Ross Consumer Electronics Ltd  tel 01703 666363 © fax 01703 666190

Rotel » Gamepath Ltd « tel 01908 317707 « fax 01908 322704 « Dealers 232
Royd Loudspeakers Co Ltd * tel 01952 290700 = fax 01952 290190 * Dealers 65
Ruark « tel 01702 601410 » fax 601414

Sansui UK « tel 01204 700139

SD Acoustics « tel 0181 399 6308 » fax 0181 399 6308

Sennheiser UK Ltd * tel 01628 850811 * fax 01628 850958 * Dealers 850

Sentec « MAG Audio (UK) Ltd = tel 0181 555 1222

Shahinian * Pear Audio Ltd * tel 01665 830862 * Dealers 15

Sharp Electronics (UK) Ltd  tel 0161 205 2333

Shearne Audio * tel 01438 740953  fax 01438 740995

Sherwood « Hi-fi Direct  tel 0171 827 9827 « fax 0171 827 9009 * Dealers 23

Shun Mook  Audiofreaks « tel 0181 948 4153 = fax 0181 948 4250

Shure * HW International « tel 0181 808 2222 < fax 0181 808 5599

Siltech  Absolute Sounds * tel 0181 947 5047 « fax 0181 879 7962

SME Ltd « tel 01903 814321 » fax 01903 814269 * Dealers 125

Sonic Frontiers * MPI Electronic UK Ltd * tel 01483 454993 » fax 01483 454992
SonicLink © Audiokits * tel 01332 674929

Sonus-Faber * Absolute Sounds  tel 0181 947 5047 » fax 0181 879 7962 Dealers 30
Sony United Kingdom Ltd « tel 0181 784 1144

Sound Orgamsatlon * Goldring Ltd * tel 01284 701101 « fax 01284 750040
Sound-Lab « Audiofreaks * tel 0181 948 4153 « fax 0181 948 4250
Soundstyle * Goldring Products Ltd « tel 01284 701101 » fax 01284 750040 * Dealers 170
Spendor Audio Systems © tel 01323 843474 « Dealers 17

Spica * Presence Audio « tel 01444 461611 = fax 01444 461510

Stands Unique © tel 01933 461058

Stanton ¢ Lamba Electronics plce tel 017278 40527 « fax 017278 37811

Stax e Path Premier « tel 01494 441736  fax 01494 461209 ]

Stemfoort Audio * Audio Synergy Ltd * tel 01924 406016 « fax 01924 410069

Sugden * Audio Synergy Ltd  tel 01924 406016 « fax 01924 410069  Dealers 12
Sumiko e Path Premier « tel 01494 441736  fax 01494 461209

Sumo * Audusa & Co * tel 0181 942 6241 » fax 0181 395 0793

System Audio ¢ The Chord Company © tel 01722 331674 « fax 01722 411388

Systym e Systemdek Ltd © tel 01294 271251  fax 01294 277095

Tannoy Ltd < tel 01236 420199 « fax 01236 428230 < Dealers 400

Tara Labs < Acoustic Energy © tel 01285 654432  fax 01285 654430

Target Audio Products  tel 01582 401244

TOL Electronics Ltd  tel 01628850111 « fax 01628 850130 « Dealers 274

Teac UK Ltd  tel 01923 819630  fax 01923 236290 « Dealers 200

Technics * Panasonic UK Ltd « tel 0990 357357 « fax 01908 681931 Dealers 2000
Tesserac Research Ltd » tel 0181 669 0011  fax 0181 773 0406

Theta * Absolute Sounds e tel 0181 947 5047 « fax 0181 879 7962

Thiel * MPI Electronic UK Ltd = tel 01483 454993 < fax 01483 454992

Thorens e Portfolio Marketing  tel 01494 890277 )

Thule « Virtual Reality Audio Systems < tel 01277 227355 = fax 01277 224103
Totem * May Audio Marketing (UK) Ltd « tel 01943 864930 « fax 01943 863814  Dealers 6
Townshend Audio « tel/fax 0181 979 2155

Transfiguration * Reference International © tel 01435 868004

Transparent Audio * Absolute Sounds * tel 0181 947 5047 « fax 0181 879 7962
Triangle * Kronos Distribution o tel 018687 48632 « fax 018687 48281

Trichord Research Ltd * tel 01684 573524 = fax 01684 577380

Tube Technology © tel 01932 850354

UKD-Opera * UK Distribution * tel 01753 652669
Unison Research ¢ UK Distribution « tel 01753 652669

van den Hul UK « tel 0181 810 9388 « fax 0181 810 9365+ Dealers 160
Vandersteen « A&R Cambridge Ltd * tel 01223 440964  fax 01223 863384
Visonic « Canford Audio  tel 0191 415 0205

Vivanco UK Ltd « tel 01442 231616  fax 01442 235421 < Dealers 1000+
Voyd Turntables Ltd e tel 01242 574528

VPl * Audiofreaks * tel 0181 948 4153 » fax 0181 948 4250

Wadia * Woodstock * tel 01865 883535, fax 01865 881012

Well Tempered  Pear Audio Ltd  tel 01665 830862 * 01665 830051
Wharfedale Loudspeakers Ltd « tel 0113 2601222 < fax 0113 2600267

Wheaton  Audiofreaks  tel 0181 948 4153 « fax 0181 948 4250

Wilson * Absolute Sounds * tel 0181 947 5047 « fax 0181 879 7962 * Dealers 7
Woodside Electronics o tel 01934 520248

I

Yamaha Electronics UK Ltd  tel 01923 233166 « fax 01923 244930
YBA  Kronos Distribution « tel 018687 48632 « fax 018687 48281
Yoshino « tel 01480 467788

Zeta » Moth Marketing  tel 01234 741152 < Dealers 50
ZYP = Presence Audio © tel 01444 461611 < fax 01444 461510 < Dealers 2 + direct

HI-FI CHOICE



Choosing a good
hi-fi dealer is the
most vital step in

acquiring the
system that is right
Jor you. This unique
directory gives full
information on
dealers able to help
in your areaq.

BATH/BRISTOL
AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 65 Park Street, Bristol.
Tel (0117) 9264975. All that's best in Hi-Fi care-
fully selected and demonstrated by friendly
knowledgeable staff, at prices to suit all budgets.
Delivery and installation, home dems, part
exchange, in-house workshops, full credit
facilities with interest free on selected items.
Tues-Sat 9.00-5.30. Closed Mon.
PAUL GREEN HI-FI LTD, c/o Harper Furnishings,
Kensington Showrooms, London Road, Bath BA1
6AD. Tel (01225) 316197. Technics, Denon, Sony,
Rotel, AVI, Quad, Rogers, Mission, Tannoy, Aura and
many many more. 2 demo rooms, home demos,
appointments required, service dept, free install,
home trial. Access, Visa, Int free credit, instant
credit. Tue-Fri 9-5.30, Sat 9-5, closed Monday.

12 James Street West, Bath, BA1
2BX. Tel (01225) 446245 (Contact lain Marshall).
Premier HiFi & Home Cinema, carefully selected
to offer outstanding sound and picture quality,
whatever your budget. Staff who care about what
they sell and have the ability and knowledge to
demonstrate the differences. Full workshop,
delivery, installation and part-exchange facilities
available.

ADFORDS, 10-12 Gloucester Road, Bristol. Tel

(0117) 944 1010 (Contact Chris Tuck). Premier
HiFi & Home Cinema, carefully selected to offer
outstanding sound and picture quality, whatever
your budget. Staff who care about what they
sell and have the ability and knowledge to
demonstrate the differences. Full workshop,
delivery, installation and part-exchange facilities
available.
THE RIGHT NOTE, Tel (01225) 874728. Major
new brands join our select group of products
from reliable, high-quality suppliers with interna-
tional reputations who are dedicated to sound
and build quality. We have many customers
thrilled that they discovered these superb per-
formers rather than the magazines’ favourites.
Believe your own ears in your home where you
can best judge the benefits. We aim for long-term
satisfaction, not just a quick sale. Ask about our
ex-dem and mint used items. Brands: Lumley
(valve amps and speakers), RESTEK, Copland,
Audio Synthesis DAX2, Michell, Orelle,
Enlightened Audio Design, Kora, Tube Technology,
CAT, Chameleon, Magnum Dynalab,
Stratosphere, March, Graham, Sumiko,
Transfiguration, Spendor, Keswick, Mirage,
Harbeth, NEAT, Sequence, Air Pods, cables -
Silver Sounds, Cogan Hall, DNM, Sonic Link.
V’ AUDIO, 36 Druid Hill, Stoke Bishop, Bristol B59
1EJ. Tel (0117) 9686005. Alon, ATC, AV, Acoustic
Energy, Audio Technica, AMC, Analogue
Electronics, Cadence Valve, Chord Amps,
Electrocompaniet, Exposure, Goldring, Harman
Kardon, Heybrook, Jamo, LFD, Pink Triangle,
Pro-Ac, Michell, REL, Ruark, Sansui, SME
(inc20A), Sonic Link, Stax, Townshend, Wadia.
Dems by appt only, home trial facilities, free
installation, service facilities.Access, Visa. For full
product listing please see Dealer Guide.

BEDFORDSHIRE

RICHARDS AUDIO VISUAL, 4 Greyfriars, Bedford,
Tel (01234) 365165. Stockists of Arcam,
Audioquest, Aura, Beyer, B&W, Bose, Celestion,
Cyrus, Denon, Heybrook, Marantz, Mission, Moth,
Nakamichi, Ortofon, Pioneer, Pro-ject, REL, Rotel,
Royd, Ruark, Sennheiser, Systemdek, Target,
Thorens, Van den Hul & more! Hi-Fi Listening
Room. Open 6 days 9.30-5.30

BERKSHIRE
AUDIO T, 4 Queens Walk, Broad Street Mall,
Reading. (0118) 958 5463. Fax (0118) 956 6417.
Great value on Acoustic Energy, Arcam, Audiolab,
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B&W, Cyrus, Denon, Dynaudio, Linn, Marantz,
Micromega, Mission, Naim, Quad, Rega, Rotel,
Royd, Yamaha and many more. Tues-Sat 9-5.30.
3 year guarantee on Hi-Fi. Free delivery and
installation. 30 day free upgrade scheme. Home
demonstrations. Part exchange. Interest free
credit on selected items. 2 listening rooms. Home
Cinema specialists. BADA Bonded
B&B HI-FI, 11-12 Market Place, Reading,
Berkshire, RG1 2EG. Tel (01734) 583730. Aiwa,
Denon, Kenwood, Mission, NAD, Panasonic,
Pioneer, Rotel, Sony, Technics. Free installation,
Service dept. Access, Visa, Credit Facilities
including interest free credit subject to status.
9.30-5.30, Sat 9-5.30. Also at: Bracknell,
Maidenhead, High Wycombe, Newbury.
FRASERS, Unit 32 Observatory Centre, High
Street, Slough, Berks, SL1 1LE. Tel (01753)
531875. Stockists of Pioneer, JVC, Denon,
Yamaha, Mission, TDL, KEF, Quad, NAD, Onkyo.
Sound and vision demonstration room, service
dept, free installation. Access/Visa/Amex/Diners.
Instant credit and interest free credit. Open Mon-
Sat 9-5.30.

RADFORDS, 43 King Edward Court, Windsor, SL4
1TG. Tel (01753) 856931 (Contact Pete Budd).
Premier HiFi & Home Cinema, carefully selected
to offer outstanding sound and picture quality,
whatever your budget. Staff who care about what
they sell and have the ability and knowledge to
demonstrate the differences. Full workshop,
delivery, installation and part-exchange facilities
available.

BIRMINGHAM

SOUND ACADEMY 152a High Street, Bloxwich,
Nr Walsall W. Midlands, Tel (01922) 493499/
473499. Audio equipment from leading and spe-
cialist brands on two floors, with 3 demo floors,
home trials, home cinema with instore demo the-
atre, evening demo’s by appointment. In house
service dept. Mail order avail. Int free credit sub-
ject to status.Open 6 days 9am - 6pm.Late night
friday. Expert advice, cable dressing and free
installation is what makes Sound Academy the
Midlands most exclusive Hi-Fi studio.

FOR FULL PRODUCT LISTING SEE ADVERT IN THE
DEALER GUIDE
GRIFFIN AUDIO, 94 Bristol Street, Birmingham.
Tel (0121) 692 1359/(0121) 622 2230. Please
see full entry under Wst Midlands

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE
NORTHWOOD AUDIO 11, 98 Cambridge St,
Aylesbury, Bucks HP20 1BA. Tel. (01296) 28790
(A/P). Selected sounds from Alchemist, Audio
Meca, Aura, Boston, B&W, Cabletalk, Castle,
Celestion, Chord Company, Denon, D.P.A.,
Exposure, Grado, Harman Kardon, Heybrook, Kef,
Marantz, Michell, Micromega, Monitor Audio,
Moth, Musical Technology, NAD, Nakamichi, Pink
Triangle, Pro-Ac, Rega, Rel, Rose, Rotel, Royd,
Ruark, Systemdek, Tannoy, TDL, Teac, Thorens.
NOBODY EVER REGRETTED PURCHASING THE
BEST. Export orders welcome. 2 Dem rooms.
Credit facilities available.

CAMBRIDGESHIRE

THE AUDIO FILE, 41 Victoria Road, Cambridge
CB4 3BW. Tel (01223) 68305. See our main ent

under Hertfordshire. BADS
THE HI-FI COMPANY, SOUND AND VISION
STUDIO 42 Cowgate, Peterborough, Cambs PE1
1NJ. Tel (01733) 341755. The region’s largest
range of new and used hi-fi and audio visual
equipment. Dedicated hi-fi and AV demonstration
rooms, including LaserDisc and Projection TV.
Arcam, Audiolab, Aura, Celestion, Denon, JBL,
JVC, KEF, Kenwood, Marantz, Meridian, Mission,
Mitsubishi, NAD, Pioneer, QUAD, Sony, REL,
Revolver, Rotel, TDL, Technics, Yamaha, and
many more. Laser Disc to projection TV. Part
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THE ULTIMATE IN

offer

Members of the British Audio
Dealers Association are able to

@ Two year guarantee, trans-
ferable to another BADA dealer should the purchaser
move more than 30 miles from his/her original
address

@ low cost five year guarantee
option

@ proper demonstration facilities

@ seven day exchange or refund scheme if the

exchange especially welcome. All major credit
cards and interest-free credit on many items.
Open Mon-Sat 10am - 5.30pm.

UNIVERSITY AUDIO, 1-2 Peas Hill, Cambridge.
Tel (01223) 354237. Acoustic Energy, Mission-
Cyrus, Arcam, Rotel, Denon, Meridian, Ruark,
ATC, AVI, Quad, Linn. 3 dems, 1 single speaker.
Home trial, free install, Service Department Visa,
Access, Amex, Credit. Open 9-5.30.

CHESHIRE
ACOUSTICA, 17 Hoole Rd, Chester CH2 3NH. Tel
(01244) 344227. All that's best in Hi-Fi from
Arcam, Audiolab, Linn, Michell, Naim, Rega,
Rotel, Royd, Ruark, Teac and many more. Multi
room systems from Linn Knekt. Superb demon-
stration facilities, home demonstrations and
installations a pleasure. We offer the best prod-
ucts, the best service and the best sounds. Open
Tuesday to Saturday, evenings by appointment.
ACTON GATE AUDIO, 4 Ruabon Rd, Wrexham.
Tel (01978) 364500. Arcam, Audio Alchemy,
Bose, B&W, Cannon, Castle, Celestion, Denon,
Jamo, Marantz, Michell, Micromega, Mission,
Mordaunt-Short, Musical Fidelity, Myryad, NAD,
Quad, Rotel, Rogers, Ruark, Spendor, Tannoy,
TOL, Thorens, UKD, Unison, Yamaha and AV special-
ists. Demonstration room, installation service. Easy
parking and motorway access. Access, Visa etc.
ASTON AUDIO, 4 West St, Alderley Edge.
Tel (01625) 582704. Arcam, Audiolab, Bang &
Olufsen, Cyrus, Kef, Meridian, Mission, Quad,
Rotel. For the very best in hi-fi separates and
home cinema. Wide range of specialist audio,
interest free credit. Visa, Access. Hometrial. =
AUDIO COUNSEL, 14 Stockport Rd, Cheadle,
Cheshire. Tel (0161) 428 7887. Please see ent
under Greater Manchester.
AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 86-90 Boughton, Chester,
CH3 5AQ Tel (01244) 345576. All that's best in
Hi-Fi carefully selected and demonstrated by
friendly knowledgeable staff, at prices to suit all
budgets. Delivery and installation, home dems,
part exchange, in-house workshops, full credit
facilities with interest free on selected |tems
Tues-Sat 9.00-5.30. Closed Mon.
CHRIS BROOKS HI-FI, 29 Gaskell St, Stockton
Heath, Warrington. Tel (01925) 261212. Tues-Sat
10-6. 3 dem rooms. Credit facilities. All credit
cards. Total absence of bull****,
CONGLETON HI-FI, 1/1a Duke St, Congleton,
Cheshire, CW12 1AP. Tel (01260) 297544. Arcam,
B&W, Canon, Definitive, Denon, Epos, Kef, Linn,
Miller & Kreisel, NAD, Onix, Royd, Target,
Yamaha, etc. Superb single speaker demo facili-
ties, 3 listening rooms with one dedicated to
Home Cinema. No appts nec, home trial facilities,
free installation. 2 year guarantee on all
equipment. Access, Visa. Credit facilities avallable
on request. Open Mon-Sat.
DOUG BRADY HI-FI, Kingsway Studlos,
Kingsway North, Warrington, WA1 3NU. Phone
(01925) 828009, Fax (01925) 825773. For the
widest range of high quality hi-fi in the
Northwest. Family business est. 35 years. 3 dem
rooms, incl home cinema, home trials; deliveries
throughout NW; Access, Visa, Credit Facilities.
Open 10-6; 6 days Send for free map and/or
5 page sale list [ BADA
HALE HI-FI, 2 Bold St, Hale Road, Altrincham,
Cheshire WA14 2ER. Tel (0161) 929 0834. Open
Mon-Sat 10-6 & later by appointment.
Specialising in equipment by: Naim, Quad, Royd,
Nad, Denon plus selected others. Large range of
quality accessories. On site service department.
Installation & delivery. Home demonstrations
a pleasure.
THE HI-FI SHOWROOMS, 12A West Str,
Congleton, Cheshire Tel (01260) 280017.
Celestion, Creek, Exposure, Musical Fidelity,
Naim, Project, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, Tannoy, TDL,
Technics, Thorens, UKD opera. 5 Dem Rooms,
Home trial, Free install, Service dept. Access,
Visa, Lombard Tricity. Open 9-5:30, Closed Wed.

INDICATES MEMBERSHIP OF
THE BRITISH AUDIO DEALERS
ASSOCIATION

dealer's advice is taken on product selection

@ fully guaranteed service work

@ customer complaints procedure in the event of
problems

For more information, contact BADA on
2 (0171) 226 4044

SWIFT Hi-Fi, St Ann's Parade, Wilmslow.
Tel (01625) 526213. Audiolab, Aura, B&W, Caste,
Celestion, Denon, KEF, Kenwood, Marantz,
Mission, M-Short, NAD, Onkyo, Pioneer, Rotel,
Royd, Teac, Thorens, Technics. Open 10.00am-
6.00pm. Closed Wed. Dem room, Service Dept.,
Free Parking. NO PRESSURE! Est: 1969.

CLEVELAND

ACTION ACOUSTICS, 155-157 High Street,
Redcar, Cleveland TS10 3AN. Tel (01642)
480723. Audio Innovations, Audio Note, Denon,
Harman-Kardon, JBL, Michell, Ortofon, Pink
Triangle, Rogers, Royd, Sonic Link, Teac,
Thorens, Townshend etc. Dem Room. Appts nec.
Home trial facilities, free installation, service dept.
Access, Visa & H.P. Open 9.15-5.30. Interest free
credit.

MISONS SOUND & VISION, Victoria Viaduct,
Carlisle, CA3 8AN. Tel (01228) 22620. Bang &
Olufsen, Quad, Exposure, Harbeth, Sugden,
Castle, Aura, B&W, Sony, NAD, Heybrook,
Yamaha, Philips, Panasonic and many other fine
brands. Demo suite, home trials, free installation,
service dept. Open 9-5 Mon to Sat.

AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 156 Sidwell St, Exeter EX4
6RT. Tel (01392) 491194. All that's best in hi-fi,
carefully selected and demonstrated by friendly
knowledgable staff at prices to suit all budgets.
Delivery and installation, home dems, part
exchange, in-house workshops, full credit facili-
ties with interest free on selected items. Tues-Sat
9.00-5.30. Closed Monday.
CHELSTON HI-FI 38 Walnut Road, Chelston,
Torquay, Devon TQ2 6HS. Tel (01803) 606863.
Where you can compare a range including
Acoustic Energy, Bose, Castle, Celestion, Creek,
Denon, Heybrook, JPW, Kenwood, Marantz,
Musical Fidelity, Pioneer, Rotel, Sony etc. Two
dem rooms (including AV room 25 x 18ft.) Free
installation. Free delivery up to 15 miles. Access,
Visa, Amex, Diners. Credit facilities.
9.30 - 7.30. Mon-Fri. 9.30-6.00 Sat.

RADFORDS, 28 Cowick Street, St Thomas,
Exeter, EX4 1AL. Tel (01392) 218895 (Contact
Peter Smith). Premier HiFi & Home Cinema,
carefully selected to offer outstanding sound and
picture quality, whatever your budget. Staff who
care about what they sell and have the ability
and knowledge to demonstrate the differences.
Full workshop, delivery, installation and part-
exchange facilities available. BADA |
RADFORDS, 107 Cornwall Street, Plymouth, PL1
1PA. Tel (01752) 226011(Contact Colin Massey).
Premier HiFi & Home Cinema, carefully seilected
to offer outstanding sound and picture quality,
whatever your budget. Staff who care about what
they sell and have the ability and knowledge to
demonstrate the differences. Full workshop,
delivery, installation and part-exchange facnlmes

available.
DORSET

DAWSONS, 23 Seamoor Road, Westbourne,
Bournemouth, Dorset. Tel (01202) 764965. B&O,
Castle, Canon, Jamo, JBL, Pioneer, Sony, Target,
TDL, Technics. No appts necessary. Free install,
Service depart. Various credit facilities available.
Open 9-5.30 6 days a week.

MOVEMENT AUDIO, 588 Ashley Road, Poole,
Parkstone, Dorset BH14 0AQ. Tel (01202)
730865. Arcam, Audiolab, B&W, Castle, Cyrus,
Denon, Kef, Marantz, Meridian, Michell,
Micromega, Pioneer, Ruark, Shearne Audio. 2
Dem rooms. Listen to the available choice and
decide at your leisure - no pressure, no obliga-
tion. Our staff enjoy music, with our choice of
products, you can too! Service Department. Free
installation. Home trial facilities. Access, Visa,
Amex, Diners card. Credit facilities available.
Open Mon-Fri 10-6, Sat 9-6.



DORSET (CTD)
MOVEMENT AUDIO, 336 Wimborne Road,
Winton, Bournemouth, Dorset, BH9 2HH. Tel
(01202) 529988/520066. Arcam, B&W, Denon,
Kef, Marantz, Meridian, Mission, Pioneer, Sony,
Yamaha. Full dem facilities available, also home
dem. Friendly expert advice. Service Department.
Free installation. Home trial facilities. Access,

Visa, Amex. Open Mon-Fri 9-5.30.
SUTTONS HI-FI, 18 Westover Road,

Bournemouth. Tel (01202) 555512. Linn, Arcam,
Mission, Quad, Audiolab, Rotel, Yamaha,
Denon,etc, 2 Single Speaker Listening Rooms,
Home Demonstrations, Free Installations.Open
Mon-Sat9-5:30. Call for details. BADA
WEYMOUTH HI-FI, 33-35 Maiden Street,
Weymouth, Dorset DT4 8BA. Tel (01305) 785729.
Arcam, Aura, B&W, Denon, Kenwood, Marantz,
Micromega, Musical Fidelity, Panasonic, Quad,
Sony, Technics, Yamaha. Dem room. Friendly pro-
fessional advice. Only quality hi-fi dealer in
Weymouth area. Service Department. Free instal-
lation. Home trial facilities. Access, Visa, Amex,
Switch, Delta Mastercard. Interest free credit.

Instant credit. Open Mon 9.30-5.30, Fri-Sat 9.30-
5.30

DOVER

JOHN MARLEY HI-FI CENTRES LTD, DOVER HI
Fl,, 43 High Street, Dover. Tel (01304) 207562.
Arcam, Aura, B&W, Heybrook, J.P.W., NAD,
Pioneer, Panasonic, Rotel, Ruark, Tannoy, TDL,
Technics. AV Dem Room. Full service depart-
ment. Mon-Sat 9-5.30. Free installation. Credit to
£1000. Access, Visa, Switch, Electron. Established
24 years. Expert advice. Friendly service.

DURHAM
HI-FI EXPERIENCE, 17 Coniscliffe Road,
Darlington DL3 7EE. Tel Help Line (01325)
481418. Agencies include: Arcam, Audiolab,
Bang & Olufsen, Celestion, Cyrus, Denon,
Harman, IMF, KEF, Marantz, Mission, Musical
Fidelity, Meridian, NAD, Pioneer, Quad, Rotel,
Shearne, Tannoy, Yamaha. 3 listening rooms.
3 years guarantee. Free delivery and simple
installation North Yorks/South Durham. Home
cinema specialist.

ESSEX
AUDIO T, 442-444 Cranbrook Road, Gants Hill,
lliford, 1G2 6LL. (0181) 518-0915. Fax (0181) 554
8463. Great Value on Acoustic Energy, Arcam,
Audiolab, B&W, Cyrus, Denon, Jamo, KEF, Linn,
Marantz, Mission, Micromega, Monitor Audio,
Rotel, Technics, Yamaha & many more.
Tues/Thur/Fri 10-7. Wed/Sat 9.30-5.30. 3 year
guarantee on Hi-Fi. Free delivery & installation.
30 day free upgrade scheme. Home demonstra-
tions. PX. Interest Free Credit on selected items. 2
listening rooms. Home Cinema specialists. BADA
Bonded.
RAYLEIGH HI-FI, 44a High Street, Rayleigh,
Essex. Tel (01268) 779762/747571. 216
Moulsham St, On-the-Parkway, Chelmsford.
(01245) 265245. 132-134 London Road,
Southend-on-Sea. (01702) 435255. A&R,
Audiolab, Cyrus, Denon, Epos, Linn, Marantz,
Meridian, Mission, Naim, Quad, Rega, Roksan,
Royd. 0% finance. Excellent audio visual range,
home cinema Dolby Pro-Logic, multi-room spe-

cialist.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE
AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 58 Bristol Road,

Gloucester. Tel (01452) 300046. All that’s best in
Hi-Fi carefully selected and demonstrated by
friendly knowledgeable staff, at prices to suit all
budgets. Delivery and installation, home dems,
part exchange, in-house workshops, full credit
facilities with interest free on selected items.
Tues-Sat9.00-5.30. Closed Mon.
AUDIO T, 40-42 Albion Street, Cheltenham,
GL52 2RQ. Tel (01242)583960. Fax (01242)
226435. Great Value on Acoustic Energy, Arcam,
Audiolab, Denon, Dynaudio, KEF, Linn, Marantz,
Meridian, Micromega, Mission, NAD, Quad, Rotel,
Technics, Yamaha & many more. Tues-Fri 9.30-6.
Sat 9.30.5.30. 3 year guarantee on Hi-Fi. Free
delivery & installation. 30 day free upgrade
scheme. Home demonstrations. Part exhcange.
Interest Free Credit on selected items. Listening
room. BADA Bonded. i
THE RIGHT NOTE - see Bath/Bristol.
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HAMPSHIRE

AUDIO T, 4 Feathers Lane, Basingstoke, RG21
1AS. Tel (01256) 24311. Fax (01256) 24430.
Great Value on Acoustic Energy, Arcam, Audiolab,
Cyrus, Denon, Dynaudio, Linn, Marantz,
Micromega, Mission, NAD, Naim, Quad, Rotel,
Royd, Technics, Yamaha & many more. Tues-Sat
9-5.50. 3 year guarantee on Hi-Fi. Free delivery &
installation. 30 day free upgrade scheme. Home
demonstrations. Part exchange. Interest Free
Credit on selected items. Listening room. Home
Cinema. BADA Bonded.
HAMPSHIRE AUDIO LTD, 2-12 Hursley Rd,
Chandlers Ford, Hants S053 2FU. Tel (01703)
252827/265232. 3 hi-fi and 2 home cinema
/Dolby surround sound demo studios. ‘Winner for
Southern England Sony/Hi-Fi News Dealer
Awards.’ Projection TV with 8’ Screen. Thurs late
eve, closed Mon (except in Dec). 2-year guaran-
tee, service dept. on site, large free car park,
junctions 4 (M27/M3), 5(M27), 12(M3), 13(M3) all
within 3 miles. Est 1969. BADA Bonded. EEI
JEFFRIES HI-FI 29 London Road, Portsmouth.
P02 0BH. Tel (01705) 663604. Hi-fi, home cinema
and multi-room specialist. Range includes
Acoustic Energy, Arcam, Beyer, Celestion, Chord,
Definitive Technology, Denon, Harbeth,Heybrook,
KEF, Lexicon, Linn, Loewe, Miller &Kreisel, Naim,
Panasonic, Polk, Rega, REL, Rotel, Royd, Ruark,
Seleco, Sennheiser, Sound Organisation, Sound
Style, Top Tape, Yamaha. 2 dem rooms. Open
Tues-Sat, late night Wed. Free parking, bus route,
credit facilities. Winner Sony/Hi-Fi News Best
Southern Dealer.
NOW THATS HI-FI 32 Arundel St., PonsmouthA
Tel (01705) 811230. Pioneer, Yamaha, Marantz,
Kenwood, Mission, T.D.L, REL, Attacama and
much more. Laserdisc and AC3 specialists.
Accesory centre at 24 Arundel Way, Portsmouth.
Tel (01705) 811618.

SEXTONS, 81 High Street, Aldershot, Hants GU11
1BY. Tel (01252) 20728 Fax (01252) 319635.
Most major manufacturers stocked including
Marantz, Mission, Pioneer, Technics, B&W, NAD,
and Yamaha. Two demonstration lounges includ-
ing full Home Cinema suite. Knowledgable staff
offer a friendly unbiased service. Monday to
Saturday 9.00 to 6.00. Access, Visa, Amex and
Switch accepted. Mail order service also
available.

HEREFORDSHIRE
ENGLISH AUDIO, 37 Whitecross Road, Hereford
HR4 ODE. Tel (01432) 355081. Arcam, A.T.C.,
Audiolab, B&W, Castle, Celestion, Cyrus, Denon,
Exposure, KEF, Marantz, Micromega, Mission,
Musical Technology, Naim, Nakamichi, Pink
Triangle, Pioneer, REL, Rotel, Ruark, Shearne,
Stax, Systemdek, Quad, TDL., Yamaha and others.
Single Speaker Dem room. Home trial. Free install.
Service dept. Access, Visa, Credit arranged.Open
Mon-Sat 9.30am-5. 30pm BADA

HERTFORDSHIRE
ACOUSTIC ARTS LTD, 101 St Albans Rd,
Watford, Herts. Tel (01923) 245250. Fax (01923)
230798 Apogee, Audiolab, Audio Research, B&W,
Bose, Castle, Celestion, Chord, Classe, Copland,
Denon, KEF, Magneplanar, Marantz, Martin
Logan, Michell, Micromega, Orelle, PS Audio,
Professional Moitor, Roksan, Ruark, SME, Sonus
Faber, Sonic Link, TDL, Theta, Thorens, Wilson. 4
demonstration rooms. Purpose built AV studio.
Credit available, 100 yards from Watford Junction
station. Open Tues-Sat 10-5:30 (T hursday oen
until 8pm).

AUDIO FILE, 27 Hockerill St, Bishops Stortford,
Herts CM23 2DW. Tel (01279) 506576. 9.30-5.30
open 6 days,9.30-8pm Thursdays. Linn, Naim,
Quad, Cyrus, Arcam, Roksan, Denon, Epos, KEF,
Marantz, ProAc, Rega, Yamaha. 0% credit.
DARBY'S OF ST. ALBANS 6 Market Place, St.
Albans, Herts. Tel (01727) 851596.
Hertfordshire's premier Hi-Fi/AudioVisual special-
ists est. 1946. Full Home Cinema demonstration
suite. Whether your needs are large or small, we
stock it all; Arcam, Yamaha, Quad, Denon,
Musical Fidelity, Sony, Bang & Olufsen, Pioneer,
Nokia, REL, JVC, JBL, TDL, KEF, Mission, Ruark,
Celestion, Polk, and many more. Free planning
service, free delivery and basic installation. Full
workshop facilities. Open 9-6 Mon-Sat.
HAILEY AUDIO Ltd, 328 Ware Road, Hailey,
Hertford SG13 7PG. Tel (01992) 442425, Fax
(01992) 448387. Enjoy choosing your system in
one of our three listening rooms. Relax with cof-
fee or something from the bar. Demonstrations
include Lexicon CP3 with THX surround sound
with the guaranteed deepest, tightest bass avail-
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THE ULTIMATE IN

able. Choose your hi-fi (top valves and MOS-
FETS), LD, CDi etc in a realistic domestic environ-
ment. Brands include; REL, AC Magnum, CR
Devs, Rotel, Celestion, Micromega, Lumley
Reference, Acoustic Energy, Royd, JPW, Sonic
Link, Harmon, etc. We deliver anywhere in the UK
for home audition, or mail order, Access, Visa etc.
STUDIO 82 (Harpenden) Ltd, 82 High Street,
Harpenden, Herts ALS 2SP. Tel (01582) 764246,
Fax (01582) 467022. Arcam, ATC, Audiolab, Aura,
AVI, Bang & Olufsen, Bose, Castle, Chord Co,
Denon, Harbeth, KEF, Marantz, Mission, Musical
Technology, NAD, Naim Audio, Nakamichi,
Panasonic, Quad, Roberts Radio, Sennheiser,
Soundstyle, Tannoy, Target, TDL. Single Speaker
Demonstration room. Free installation. Service
dept. Access, Visa, Switch, Amex. Open 9am-

5.30pm Mon-Sat.
HUMBERSIDE
ZEN AUDIO, 35 George St Hull.

Tel (01482) 587397. "Comfortable listening
rooms; Home dems; Personal, friendly service;
Free installations. Agencies include: Arcam, Aura,
Audiolab, Atacama, Audio Note, Audion,
Alchemist, B&W, Cable Talk, The Chord Company,
D.PA.,, Densen, Denon, E.A.R., Exposure, Harbeth,
Heybrook, Impulse, KEF, Michell, Micromega,
Monitor Audio, Mordaunt-Short, Myryad, NAD,
NAIM, Pioneer, REL, Rehdeko, Rotel, Royd, Ruark,
Shearne Audio, Stands Unique, Sugden, Spendor,
Sonic Link, TEAC, TDL, Tube Technology,
Vivanco... and many others."

KENT

ASHFORD SOUNDCRAFT HI-Fl, 40 High Street,
Ashford. Seeking music lovers, male or female
any age, to share common interest in, musical
Pro-aktiv Hi-Fi Systems, Multi Room or Home
Cinema. Attractive unusual equipment in unusual
setting, your place or ours, we guarantee lasting
pleasure.Open Mon-Sat, Appointment Service or
just pop in. Tel (01233) 624441,
HALKSWORTH WHEELER, 85 King Street,
Maidstone ME14 1BG. Tel (01622) 756756. Bang
& Olufsen, Bose, Denon, Grundig, JVC, Jamo,
KEF, Mordaunt Short, Marantz, NAD, Onkyo,
Panasonic, QED, Sony, Sennheiser, Technics,
Target. Hi-Fi, Home Cinema, Multi-Room Custom
Installation Specialists Part Exchange, Service
Dept Full Finance Facilities.

HALKSWORTH WHEELER, 34 Guildhall Street,
Folkestone Tel (01303) 255688. See above entry.
LINN STUDIO, 123 Snargate Street, Dover, Kent,
CT17 9AP. Tel (01304) 201525, Fax: 01304
240135. Sondek LP12*, Knekt*, Karik*, Kairn*,
Klout*, Kremlin*, Keltik*, Kaber*, Keiledh*,
Numerik*, Tukan*, Wakonda*, Majik*, Mimik*,
LK100*, Ekos*, Kudos*, Arkiv*, Brilliant*, Lingo*,
Valhalla*, Sekrit*, Aktiv*... Dream systems for
everyone from £2000 to £30000+. A new dealer-
ship from a specialist family business, estab-
lished in 1948. Outstanding service and facilities.
Multi-room specialist.

MUSICAL IMAGES LTD, 126 High St,
Beckenham, Kent BR3 1ED, Tel (0181) 663 3777,
Fax (0181) 663 3555. Email: sales@musical-
images.co.uk. AV Dealer of the Year. Home
Cinema, Hi-Fi, multi-room specialists. Main
authorised dealers for over 100 brands. Interest
free credit anywhere in the UK, subject to status.
Mail-order worldwide. 10 demonstration rooms
throughout Musical Images, including projectors
and big screen TVs. Professional home installa-
tion and design consultancy. Part exchange, ser-
vice and repairs. Active Musical Images Club.
Open all week including Sundays. 10am-6pm
(10am-4pm Sundays.) [ Tix |
UNILET SOUND & VISION 24-26 Union Street,
Maidstone ME14 1ED. Tel (01622) 676703.
5 minutes from M20. Three superb hi fi and
home cinema demonstration rooms. Most lead-
ing brands. Home survey and set up. Friendly and
interested staff. Interest free credit and credit
cards. “The best place in town for hi fi and home
cinema.” Bada Bonded.
V J HI-FI, 29 Guildhall St, Folkestone. Tel (01303)
256860. Mission, Kenwood, Tannoy, Marantz,
Sony, Rogers, Denon, Musical Fidelity, Quad,
Yamaha. Dem and home trial facilities, free local
install. No appts necessary, service dept. Amex,
Diners, Visa, Access, Int free credit, Instant credit.
Mon-Sat 9-6.
V J HI-Fl, 119 High Street Margate. Tel (01843
226977. For full details see our above entry . IEEER

INDICATES MEMBERSHIP OF
THE BRITISH AUDIO DEALERS
ASSOCIATION

LANCASHIRE
AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 131 Friargate, Preston,
Lancs PR1 2EE. Tel (01772) 253057 Fx (01772)
562731. All that's best in Hi-Fi carefully selected
and demonstrated by friendly knowledgeable
staff, at prices to suit all budgets. Delivery and
installation, home dems, part exchange, in-house
workshops, full credit facilities with interest free

on selected items. Tues-Sat 9.00-5.30.
Closed Mon.

CLEARTONE, 235 Blackburn Road (1/2 mile from
city centre on the A 666 Blackburn Road), Bolton,
Lancs BL1 8HB. Tel (01204) 531423. Bolton's
biggest Hi-Fi superstore. Every top brand & all the
best buys at guaranteed unbeatable prices. Aiwa,
Akai, Arcam, Audiolab, B&W, Bose, Castle,
Celestion, Denon, Hitachi, Infinity, JBL, JVC, Kef,
Kenwood, Marantz, Meridan, Mission, Mordaunt
Short, NAD, Panasonic, Pioneer, Rotel, Sony,
Tannoy, TDL, Technics, Toshiba, Yamaha. 2
Dedicated Hi-Fi Demo rooms and 2 A/V Demo
rooms, no appointments necessary. Service
department, free installation, home trial facilities.
free parking. Access, Visa, Amex, Diners. Interest
free credit. Open Mon - Wed 10.00-6.00, Thurs -
Fri 10.00-7.00, Sat 9.00-6.00, Sun 11.00-5.00.

LEICESTERSHIRE

LEICESTER HI-FI CO, 6 Silver Walk, St Martins
Square, Leicester LE1 5EW. Tel: (0116) 2539753.
Fax (0116) 2626097. Alchemist, Arcam, Aura,
B&W, Copland, Harman Kardon, KEF, Marantz,
Michell, Mission Cyrus, Musical Fidelity, Pink
Triangle, Quad, Roksan, Rotel, Sonus Faber,
Technics, Yamaha and more too numerous to
mention. 2 Dem rooms. We can demonstrate,
deliver and install. Credit Facilities. All cards
taken, 6 days 9.30-5.30
LISTEN INN, 6 Hotel Street, Leicester., LE1 5AW
Tel (0116) 262 3754 Fax (0116) 262 3758.
Arcam, Audiolab, Cable Talk, Chord Co. Denon,
Epos, Heybrook, KEF, Linn Hi-Fi, Linn AV51,
Micromega, Myryad, Projekt Furniture, Rega,
Rotel, Royd, Multiroom Design and Installation
Service.4  Listening Rooms. Home
Demonstrations and Free installations. Finance
available. Open 6 days 10.00-5.30.
STEREO SHACK, 1-3 Guildhall Lane, Leicester.
Tel (0116) 2530330. Fax (0116) 2626097.
Yamaha, Kenwood, NAD, Mission, Teac, Aiwa,
Cerwin Vega, Pioneer, TDL, Thorens, JBL, Rotel,
Celestion, Jamo and many more. We are AV.
specialists, 2 dem rooms. We can demonstrate,
deliver & install. Credit facilities and all cards
taken. 6 days 9.30-5.30.
WILMSLOW AUDIO, 50 Main St, Broughton
Astley, Leicester LE9 6RD. Tel (01455) 286603.
Suppliers of high quality loudspeaker kits, drive
units, acoustic sound damping, cross-overs, and
components. ATC, Dynaudio, KEF, Morel,
Peerless, Scanspeak, Seas. All major credit cards
taken. Open 9-5.30 Mon-Fri, 9-1 Saturday.

LINCOLNSHIRE

STAMFORD HI-FI, 9 Red Lion Square, Stamford,
Lincs PE9 2AJ. Tel (01780) 62128. Aiwa, Denon,
Kef, Kenwood, Marantz, Mission, NAD, Pioneer,
Quad, Technics, Yamaha, plus all major speaker
manufacturers. Expert advice, comparator
demonstrations, on two floors, part exchange Hi-
Fi purchased for cash. No appointments neces-
sary, home trial facilities, free installation, service
department. Mastercard, Visa & credit charge,
finance available. Mon-Sat 9-5.30pm, closed
Thursdays.

AUDITORIUM, 119 Middlesex St, Bishops Gate,
London E1 7JF. Tel (0171) 247 5000; Fax (0171)
247 0990. 2 mins walk from Liverpool St station.
Friendly and professional advice on all your hi-fi,
home cinema and television requirements.
Experienced engineers for all your multi-room
and multi-broadcast installation needs. Range
includes Arcam, Bang & Olufsen, Cyrus, Denon,
KEF, Micromega, Mission, Naim Audio, Neat
Acoustics, Pioneer, REL, Shahinian. Mon-Fri
10.30am-7.00pm; Sat 11.00am-4.00pm.

AUDIO T, 190 West End Lane, West Hampstead,
London NW6 1SQ (0171) 794 7848. Fax (0171
431-3570. Great Value on Acoustic Energy,
Arcam, Audiolab, B&W, Denon, Linn, Marantz,
Meridian, Micromega, Mission, Nakamichi, NAD,
Proac, Rotel, Technics, Yamaha & many more.
Tues-Sat 10-6 Late Thurs until 8.00. 3 year
guarantee on Hi-Fi. Free delivery & installation.
30 day free upgrade scheme. Home
demonstrations. Part exchange. Interest Free
Credit on selected items. 2 listening rooms. BADA
bonded.



BILLY VEE SOUND SYSTEMS, 248 Lee High
Road, Lewisham, London SE13 5PL. Tel (0181)
318 5755/0181-852 1321. Arcam, Denon,
Marantz, Linn, Mission, Cyrus, Naim, Nakamichi,
Quad, Rega, etc. 2 domestic style listening
lounges. Appts required, service dept, home
trial facilities, Int. free credit, instant credit.
Access, Visa. Open Mon-Sat 10-6.30, Closed

Thurs.
THE CORNFLAKE SHOP, 37 Windmill Street
Fitzrovia, London W1P 1HH.Tel (0171) 631 0472,
Fax (0171) 436 7165. Open Tues-Sat 10-6, 10-7
Thurs. The specialists for the highest quality of
sound, for one room or many more. Friendly
advice, full delivery and installation service
available. 2 listening rooms (appointments
preferred), service department. Access, Visa,
Amex, Switch. Worldwide mail order service.
Brands include; ATC, AVI, Arcam, Mark
Levinson/Proceed, Naim, Nakamichi, Rega, Royd,
Audio Alichemy and many more. .. We are simply
the best CORNFLAKE SHOP in the world.
GRAHAMS HI-Fl, Canonbury Yard, 190a New
North Rd, London N1. Tel (0171) 226 5500.
Winner Sony/HFN Greater London Dealer Award
1986/89/90.“One of the 5 best hi-fi shops in the
world”. Arcam, Linn, Meridian, Naim, Rega, etc.
Systems from £500. FREE PARKING, 4 dem
rooms, service dept, open Tues-Sat. RING FOR
APPOINTMENT.
HI-FI & COMPONENTS, 84 Battersea Rise,
London, SW11 1EH. Tel (0171) 223 1110. ESTAB-
LISHED 31 years. Beyer, Celestion, Denon, Dual,
Gemini, Goodmans, Harman Kardon, Jamo,
Kenwood, NAD, Ortofon, Rotel, Sennheiser,
Shure, Stanton, Tannoy, Wharfedale, etc. Appts
nec, Service Dept. Access, Visa, Diners, Amex,
Open 10-6 Closed Wed.
HI-FI EXPERIENCE, Lion House, 227 Tottenham
Court Road, London W1P -HX. Tel Help Line
0171-580 3535 24 hour, Fax 0171-436 4733.
Agencies include: Arcam, Audiolab, Bang &
Olufsen, Castle, Celestion, Chord, Cyrus, Denon,
Heybrook, Harman, IMF, KEF, Marantz, Mission,
Musical Fidelity, Meridian, Nakamichi, Nad,
Pioneer, Quad, Rotel, Shearne, Tannoy, TDL,
Yamaha. 8 listening rooms, 3 years guarantee.
Free delivery and simple installation (M25 perii h-
ery), home cinema specialist. BADA
INFIDELITY, 9 High Str, Hampton Wick, Kingston-
upon-Thames. Tel (0181) 943 3530. For full
details see entry under SURREY.
K.J. WEST ONE, 26 New Cavendish St, London,
W1M 7LH. Tel (0171) 486 8262/63. Fax (0171)
487 3452. Most established brands stocked. Two
Hi-Fi and two Home Cinema dem’ studios Appts
nec Home trial. Free installation. Service dept.
Major credit cards. Interest free credit usually
available - ask for details. Open 10am-6pm 5
days - closed Weds and Sunday.
KAMLA 251 Tottenham Court Rd, London, W1P
9AD. Tel (0171) 323 2747. Kenwood, Pioneer,
JVC, Philips, Toshiba, Boston, B&W, AR,
Mitsubishi. Demonstration room available. Appts
required. Service dept. Access, Visa, Amex,
Diners. Open Mon-Sat 9-6.
MARTIN KLEISER LTD — CHISWICK W4,
109 Chiswick High Road, London, W4 2ED
Voice (0181) 400 5555 Fax (0181) 400 5550
email 100614.3026@compuserve.com. Good Hi-
Fi systems from £800 Home cinema Multi-room
sound systems. Authorised dealer Linn, Naim etc
Home trial and installation 30 day free upgrade
scheme. Part exchange. Interest free credit
Service department. Tuesday - Saturday 10am to
6pm. Bada bonded
MUSICAL IMAGES LTD, 18 Monmouth Street,
Covent Garden, London WC2H 9HB. Tel (0171)
497 1346, Fax (0171) 497 9205. Email:
sales@musical-images.co.uk. AV Dealer of the
Year. Home Cinema, Hi-Fi, multi-room specialists.
Main authorised dealers for over 100 brands.
Interest free credit anywhere in the UK, subject to
status. Mail-order worldwide. 10 demonstration
rooms throughout Musical Images, including pro-
jectors and big screen TVs. Professional home
installation and design consultancy. Part
exchange, service and repairs. Active Musical
Images Club. Open all week includina_%mda S.
10am-7pm (10am—4pm Sundays). BADA
MUSICAL IMAGES LTD, 173 Station Road,
Edgware HA8 7JX. Tel (0181) 952 5535, Fax
(0181) 951 5864. E-mail: sales@musical-
images.co.uk. See main entry under Middlesex.
[ x|
MUSICAL IMAGES LTD, 45 High Street,
Hounslow, Middlesex TW3 1IR. Tel (0181) 569
5802, Fax (0181) 569 6353. E-mail: sales@musi-
cal-images.co.uk  Tix |
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ORANGES & LEMONS, 61-63 Webbs Road,
Battersea SW11. Tel (0171) 924 2040. Juicy fruit
from London’s newest, freshest hi-fithome cine-
ma retailer. Telephone demonstrations or just pop
in. Al the usual, ie friendly and efficient service,
free home installation, credit cards, 0% finance
available, plus all the very best from: Arcam,
Cable Talk, Chord Co, Demion, Denon Lifestyle,
Epos, Micromega, NAD, Naim, QED Multiroom,
Quad, Rega, Roksan, Rotel, Royd, Ruark,
Soundstyle, Stands Unique, Yamaha with more to
come. The innovative Audio/Visual retailer.
STUDIO 99, 79-81 Fairfax Road, Swiss Cottage,
London NW6. Tel (0171) 624 8855, Fax (0171)
624 5315. Naim, Meridian, Quad, ATC, Mission,
Cyrus, Rega, KEF, Arcam, Epos, Acoustic Energy,
Yamaha, Philips, Royd, Rotel, Sonus Faber, Bang
& Olufsen. High quality demonstrations. Home
Cinema. Multi-room. Service Dept. Visa/Access
credit facilities. Mon-Fri 10.00am-7.00pm, Sat.
10.00-6.00pm.
THOMAS HEINITZ, 35 Moscow Road, Bayswater,
London, W2 4AH. Tel (0171) 229 2077. Fax
(0171) 727 9348. Nearest tube stations
Queensway and Bayswater. Plenty of parking
meters available. Demonstration room available
by appointment. Stockists of B&0, Naim, Rega,
Micromega, Cyrus, Denon and Epos. Payment
via, ACCESS, VISA, cheques, cash and interest
free credit facilities (details on request). Open
10.30am-6.00pm, Tuesday-Saturday.

GREATER MANCHESTER
AUDIO COUNSEL, 14 Shaw Road, Oldham, OL1
3LQ. Tel (0161) 633 2602 Fax (0161) 633 2502.
Linn, Naim, Rega, Arcam, Rotel, Royd, Mission,
Micromega, Marantz, Shahinian, Celestion,
Nakamichi, Dynavector. Free installation. Record
club. Major credit cards and credit facilities. Open
Tuesday-Saturday 10.00 to 5.30, 8pm on Thurs.
SWIFT OF WILMSLOW, 4-8 St Annes Parade,
Wilmslow. Tel (01625) 526213. Aura, B&W,
Denon, Kenwood, Marantz, NAD, Pioneer, Rotel,
Tannoy, Revolver, JPW. Open 9:30am-6:00pm
2 dem rooms. No pressure!

MIDDLESEX

AUDIO T, 159a Chase Side, Enfield, Middlesex
EN2 OPW. Tel (0181) 367-3132, Fax (0181) 367-
1638. Great Value on Acoustic Energy, Arcam,
Audiolab, Celestion, Cyrus, Denon, Kenwood, KEF,
Linn, Marantz, Meridian, Micromega, Mission,
NAD, Quad, Rotel, Yamaha & many more. Tues-Fri
9.30-6. Sat 9.30-5.30. 3 year guarantee on Hi-Fi.
Free delivery & installation. 30 day free upgrade
scheme. Home demonstrations. Part exchange.
Interest Free Credit on selected items. 2 listening
rooms. Home Cinema specialists.
MUSICALIMAGES LTD, 173 Station Rd, Edgware
HA8 7JX. Tel (0181) 952 5535, Fax (0181) 951
5864. Email: sales@musical-images.co.uk. AV
Dealer of the Year. Home Cinema, Hi-Fi, multi-
room specialists. Main authorised dealers for
over 100 brands. Interest free credit anywhere in
the UK, subject to status. Mail-order worldwide.
10 demonstration rooms throughout Musical
Images, including projectors and big screen TVs.
Professional home installation and design consul-
tancy. Part exchange, service and repairs. Active
Musical Images Club. Open all week including
Sundays. 10am-6pm (10am—4pm Sundays).

| x|
MUSICAL IMAGES LTD, 45 High Street,
Hounslow, TW3 1IR. Tel (0181) 569 5802, Fax
(0181) 569 6353. E-mail: sales@musical-
images.co.uk. See above entry.  Thx |
MUSICAL IMAGES LTD, 18 Monmouth St, Covent
Garden, London WC2H 9HB. Tel: (0171) 497
1346, Fax (0171) 497 9205. E-mail: sales@musi-
cal-images.co.uk. See main entry under London

[ 7ix |
RIVERSIDE HI-FI LTD, 422 Richmond Road, East
Twickenham, Middlesex TW1 2EB. Tel (0181) 892
7613. Fax (0181) 892 7749. Arcam, Audiolab,
Audio Research, Audio Alchemy, B&W, Bose,
Copland, Castle, Denon, Dual, Krell, KEF,
Meridian, Marantz, Monitor Audio, Musical
Fidelity, Michell, Micromega, Mission, Martin
Logan, Nakamichi, Pioneer, Quad, Rotel, Sony,
Sonus Faber, Tannoy, Theta, Wilson, Yamaha.
Appointments recommended. Finance available.
All major credit cards accepted. Mon-Sat 10-6,
Thurs 10-7

ULTIMATE IN

UXBRIDGE AUDIO LTD - UXBRIDGE,
278 High Street, Uxbridge, Middx, UB8 1LQ
Voice (01895) 465 444

Fax (01895) 465 440

email 100614.3026@compuserve.com
Good Hi-Fi systems from £800

Home cinema

Multi-room sound systems

Authorised dealer Linn, Naim etc

Home trial and installation

30 day free upgrade scheme

Part exchange Interest free credit
Service department

Monday - Saturday 10am to 6pm

WEST MIDLANDS
AMADEUS SOUND & VISION, 10 Boldmere
Road, Sutton Coldfield, West Midlands. Tel (0121)
354 2311. Audio Innovations, aura, B&0, B&W,
Castle, Marantz, Micromega, Musical Fidelity,
Nakamichi, Harman Kardon, QED. Single speaker
demo, appts preferred, service available, installa-
tions, B&O link install, home trials. Access, Visa,
interest free credit available subject to status.
9.30-6pm, 6 days.
EMPIRE ELECTRICAL SUPERSTORE, 21-22
Stephenson Street (behind New Street, opposite
Pollasades car park), Birmingham City Centre,
West Midlands B2 4JD. Tel (0121) 643 0972.
Birmingham's biggest Hi-Fi superstore. Every top
brand & all the best buys at guaranteed unbeat-
able prices. Aiwa, Akai, Arcam, B&W, Bose,
Castle, Celestion, Denon, Hitachi, Infinity, JBL,
JVC, Kef, Kenwood, Marantz, Mission, Mordaunt
Short, NAD, Panasonic, Pioneer, Rotel, Sony,
Tannoy, TDL, Technics, Toshiba, Yamaha. 2
Dedicated Hi-Fi Demo rooms and 2 A.V Demo
rooms, no appointments required. Service
department, free installation, home trial facilities.
Access, Visa, Amex, Diners. Interest free credit.
Open Mon - Fri 9.30-6.00. Sat 9.00-5.30
FRANK HARVEY HI-FI EXCELLENCE, 163 Spon
Street, Coventry. Tel (01203) 525200 Fax (01203)
631403. E-MAIL: frank@hiflex.demon.co.uk
4000sq feet on 3 floors of the very Best Hi-Fi.
Audiolab, Audio Alchemy, Arcam, Audio Quest,
B&W, Bang & Olufsen, Castle, Canon, Cable Talk,
Chord, Cyrus, Definitive Technology, Denon, Kef,
Marantz, Meridian, Miller & Kreisel, Mission, NAD,
Pioneer, Quad, REL, Rega, Revolver, Rogers,
Rotel, Sennheiser, Sharp Projection, Systemdek,
Teac, TDL, Van Den Hul, Yamaha. 3 Floors with 3
Dedicated Hi Fi Demo Rooms. Appts Necessary.
Service Dept. Free install & Home Trial. Interest
Free Credit on selected products. Open 9.30am
to 5.30pm Monday to Saturday.
GRIFFIN AUDIO, 94 Bristol Street, Birmingham,
West Midlands. Tel (0121) 622 2230/(0121) 692
1359. 40 years in Hi-Fi and still the best in the
Midlands. We sell great Hi-Fi from Arcam, Denon,
Linn, Marantz, Musical Technology, Nakamichi,
Naim, Quad, Rega, Shahinian and Loewe
Television. Arcam Xeta Home Theatre. Open Tues-
Sat 10.00-5.30.

MUSIC MATTERS, 351 Hagley Road, Edgbaston,
Birmingham B17 8DL. Tel (0121) 429 2811. Rotel,
Denon, Lexicon, Tannoy, Ruark, Alchemist, Exposure,
Pioneer, Roksan, Nakamichi, Arcam, Audiolab,
Musical Fidelity, Mission/Cyrus, Meridian, KEF, Monitor
Audio, Pink Triangle. 2 single speaker luxury demo
rooms. Appts nec, home trial facilities, free installa-
tion, service dept. Access, Visa, instant credit up to
£1000, interest free credit available. Tue-Thur 10.30-
6, Fri 10.30-8, Sat 10-6. Branches also at: 93-95
Hobs Moat Road, Salihull, W Midlands B92 HJI. 0121-
742 0254. 156-157 Lower High Str, Stourbridge, W
Midiands D18 1TS. (01384) 444184.
SOUND ACADEMY, 152a High Street, Bloxwich, Nr
Walsall, W. Midlands Tel (01922) 493499/473499.
Please see entry under BIRMINGHAM.

NORFOLK

AUDIBLE DIFFERENCE, Near Diss, Norfolk.
Tel (01379) 740227. Absolute Sounds, Audion,
Art Audio, ATC, Audio Innovations, Audio Note,
AVI, DPA, EAR, Impulse, LFD, Pink Triangle,
Unison Research, SME, Tube Technology. Full
demonstration facilities including evenings. Appts
required, free installation, home trial facilities.
Open Mon-Fri12-9pm, Sat 9-5pm.

AUDIO IMAGES, 7 All Saints Road, Pakefield,
Lowestoft, NR33 0JL. Tel/Fax (01502) 582 853.
Please see main entry under SUFFOLK.
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BASICALLY SOUND, The Old School, School Rd,
Bracon Ash, Norwich NR14 8HE. Tel (01508)
570829. Audio Alchemy, Arcam, Audiolab, Beyer,
Cabletalk, Denon, Dynavector, Epos, Grado,
Heybrook, Micromega, Naim, Nakamichi, Sound
Organisation, Rotel, Royd, Spendor, TDL, etc. 2
comprehensive dem rooms. Home trial. Free
installation. Visa, Access, HP facilities. Tues-Sat
9.30-1, 2-5.30.

MARTIN’S HI-FI est. 1968, Ber St, Norwich. Tel
(01603) 627010 Fax (01603) 611302. Arcam,
Atacama, Audiolab, Audioguest, Cable Talk,
Celestion, Cyrus, Denon, GLL, KEF, Marantz,
Mission, Meridian, Monitor Audio, NAD, Pioneer,
Quad, Rotel, REL, Ruark, Sennheiser, Soundstyle
and Target, separate AV and Hi-Fi demo rooms,
Home Cinema specialists, Open Monday to
Saturday 9-5.30. Home delivery and installation
available. Interest free credit. Price promise - we
will match any genuine local price.
ZEROTH AUDIO, Tel (01493) 443693. System
consultant, computer-aided design and analysa-
tion of your system. Stockists of Serpant high
quality handmade cables. Agents for Bandor
speaker systems. Modifications to your own
equipment. New and used sales. Appointments
only, please ring for details.

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE
AUDIOCRAFT, 23-25 Derngate, Northampton,
NN1 1TY. Tel (01604) 36291 Fax (01604)21786.
Bang & Olufsen, Kenwood, Technics, Marantz,
Celestion, KEF. No appts nec. Free installation.
Service Dept open Mon-Sat 9-5.30pm.

CLASSIC HI-FI + VIDEO, School Lane, Kettering,
Northants. Tel (01536) 310855. Aura, B&W,
Exposure, Harmon Kardon, Heybrook, JBL, Kef,
Kenwood, Marantz, Nad, Orelle, Pioneer, Rogers,
Rotel, Sheame, Sugden, Tannoy, Yamaha and many
more. Home trial, free installation, service depart-
ment. All major credit cards. Open 9.30-5.30pm.

LISTEN INN, 32 Gold Street, Northampton.
Tel (01604) 37871 Linn, Naim, Rega, Audiolab,
Arcam, Mission, KEF, Epos, Royd, Nakamichi,
Micromega, Minium, Myryad, Denon, Rotel,
Marantz, Yamaha, Sennheiser, Chord Co,
Cabletalk. 2 Listening Rooms. Free Installation.
Part Exchange. All Major Credit Cards. Interest
Free Credit Subject to Status.
OVERTURE, 3 Church Lane, Banbury, 0X16 8LR.
Tel (01295) 272158. See main entry under
Oxfordshire.

NOTTINGHAM
DEFINITIVE AUDIO serves the first time purchas-
er and the seasoned audiophile with the same
high level of care and interest. Our aim is long
term customer satisfaction. We achieve this with
quality impartial advice, quality back up and ser-
vice and genuine interest in your needs. We have
an established reputation for achieving sound
quality benchmarks with innovation. We have an
extensive range of carefully selected agencies.
We are open Mon-Fri 9.30-6.30, Sat 10.00-1.30.
Visa / Mastercard / Amex. Deliveries nationwide
and worldwide. Extensive second hand stock.
Components from £10.00 to £75000. Call for
more information. Tel/Fax (0115) 9813562.
JOHN KIRK, 70 Chilwell Rd, Beeston,
Nottingham. Tel (0115) 9252986. Est 1970.
Professional advice and service. Demo room,
Free installation, Service Dept. Arcam, Atacama,
Aura, B&W, Canon, Castle, Denon, Dual, Marantz,
Mordaunt Short, Nakamichi, Quad, Rogers, TDL,
Technics, Thorens. Tues-Sat 9.30-5.30.
Access/Visa/Switch.
NOTTINGHAM HI-FI CENTRE, 120-122 Alfreton
Road, Nottingham. Tel (0115) 9786919. The
area’s oldest established specialist (Est. 1969).
Two superb demonstration rooms, easy free
parking. Home Cinema and Multi Room. Stockists
of: Arcam, Audiolab, Celestion, Denon, KEF, Linn,
Loewe T.V., Marantz, Micromega, Michell,
Mission-Cyrus, Rotel, Sennheiser, Yamaha. Mon-
Sat 9.00-5.30.
PETER ELLIS AUDIO 29 Kirkgate Newark,
Nottingham, NG24 1AD. Tel (01636) 704571.
Quad, Castle, JBL, Arcam, JVC, B&W, Jamo,
Minium, Mordaunt Short, QED, Sugden, Tannoy,
TDL, Thorens, Marantz, Denon, Teac. Demo
room, Free install, Service Department. Home
cinema dem room. Home trial facilities. Switch,
American Express, Access. Visa, Mon-Sat 9-5:30
Close at 1:00pm on Thursday.



OXFORDSHIRE

ASTLEY AUDIO LTD, 3 Marketplace, Wallingford.
Tel (01491) 839305. Aura, B&W, JPW, Technics,
Panasonic, Pioneer, Kenwood, Marantz, Sony,
Yamaha, Denon, Dual, Mission, TDL, Tannoy.
Hometrial, free installation. Service dept. Access,
Visa, Amex, Diners. Instant credit. Tue-Fri 9-5.30,
Sat 9-5. Records & CDs stocked.

AUDIO T, 19 Old High Street, Headington, Oxford
0X3 9HS. Tel (01865) 65961, Fax (01865) 60415.
Great Value on Acoustic Energy, Arcam, Audiolab,
Cyrus, Denon, KEF, Linn, Marantz, Meridian,
Micromega, Mission, NAD, Pioneer, Quad, Rotel,
Technics, Yamaha & many more. Tues-Fri 10-6. Sat
9.30-5.30. Late Thurs until 8.00. 3 year guarantee
on Hi-Fi. Free delivery & installation. 30 day free
upgrade scheme. Home demonstrations. Part
exchange. Interest Free Credit on selected items. 2
listening rooms. Home Cinema specialists. BADA
bonded.
OVERTURE HI-FI, 3 Church Lane, Banbury, 0X16
8LR. Tel (01295) 272158. Arcam, Bose, Denon,
Heybrook, KEF, Linn Products, Mission, N.A.D.,
Naim Audio, Quad, Yamaha. For sensible un-
biased advice, call Oxfordshire’s audio experts.
Superb demo facilities. No appts nec, service
dept, free install, home trial. Access/Visa, instant
credit. Mon-Fri 10-6, Sat 9.30-5.30.
OXFORD AUDIO CONSULTANTS, Cantay Hse,
Park End Street, Oxford OX1 1JE. Tel (01865)
790879 Fax (01865) 791665. Quad, Denon,
Spendor, Aura, Micromega, Ruark, B&W, Pink
Triangle, Roksan, Krell, Sonus Faber NAD, Rotel,
Musical Fidelity, Pioneer, Marantz, Rogers, TDL.
Demo room. Home trial and free installation.
Instant credit, Access, Amex, Visa. 10-6 Mon-Sat.

RADFORDS, 6 South Parade, Summertown,
Oxford, OX2 7JR. Tel (01865) 511241.(Contact
Mark Franks) Premier HiFi & Home Cinema, care-
fully selected to offer outstanding sound and pic-
ture quality, whatever your budget. Staff who
care about what they sell and have the ability and
knowledge to demonstrate the differences.
Full workshop, delivery, installation and part-
exchange facilities available. BADA
WESTWOOD AND MASON, 46 George St, Oxford.
Tel: (01865) 247783. Aura, Arcam, Denon, Epos,
Kef, Infinity, Marantz, Mission, Monitor Audio,
Nakamichi, Naim, Quad, Rega, Rotel, Royd, Solid,
TDL, Yamaha. Open 10-5pm. Dem room. Closed
Thur. Access/Visa

SHROPSHIRE

CREATIVE AUDIO, 9 Dogpole, Shrewsbury.
Tel (01743) 241924. One of the largest ranges of
quality hi-fi/audio visual equipment outside of
London. Arcam, Audiolab, Celestion, Cyrus,
Denon, Epos, KEF, Meridian, Mission, Nad, Naim,
Quad, Rega, Roksan, Rotel. Comfortable listening
room, home installation, specialist workshop and
service department. Access/Visa/Switch/Amex
and low cost finance from £350 up to £15,000.
Tues-Sat 9.30-5.30.

SOMERSET

MIKE MANNING AUDIO - The HiFi and AV spe-
cialists. The best in HiFi from: Arcam, ATC, Aura,
B&W, Castle, Denon, Heybrook, KEF, Marantz,
Naim Audio, NAD, Pioneer, Rega, Rotel, Royd,
Shahinian, TDL, Teac. Somerset's Bang & Olufsen
centre. Dedicated listening lounge for relaxed and
unpressured demonstrations. Home installations
on most systems, Full service department.
Access, Visa, Instant Credit. Closed Mondays.
110, Middle Street, Yeovil, Somerset BA20 1NE
FREEPHONE 0800 627 627. (01935-79361)

THE RIGHT NOTE - see Bath/Bristol.

STAFFORDSHIRE
GRANGE HI-FI LTD, 153 Branston Rd, Burton-on-
Trent, Staffordshire DE14 3DQ. Tel (01283)
533655. Arcam, Cabletalk, Castle, Denon, JPW,
KEF, Marantz, Mission, Moth, Musical Technology,
Pink Triangle, Pioneer, Polk, Rogers, Systemdek,
Yamaha. Home cinema and Hi-Fi demo rooms,
appts nec on Sat, Service dept. Access, Visa,
interest free credit available, subject to status
Open Tues-Sat 9.00-5.30pm.

0

AUDIBLE DIFFERENCE, Near Diss, Norfolk - see
main entry under Norfolk.

AUDIO IMAGES, 7 All Saints Road, Pakefield,
South Lowestoft, Suffolk, NR33 0JL. Tel/Fax
(01502) 582 853. Arcam, Castle, Denon,
Marantz, Michell, Moth, Ortofon, Pioneer, Project,
Quad, Revolver, Rotel, Royd, Sugden, Triangle,
Yamaha, Grundig, Nokia A/V. plus amazing
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Rothwell amps. Separate Demo room. 10-6.30
Tues-Fri, 5.30 Sats. All main credit cards. Home
trial.

BASICALLY SOUND, The OId School, School Rd,
Bracon Ash, Norwich. Tel (01508) 570829. For full
details see entry under Norfolk.
EASTERN AUDIO, 41 Bramford Rd, Ipswich.
Tel (01473) 217217.Established over 21 years.
Easy parking, dem room. Mon-Sat 9.30-6. Quad,
Arcam, Marantz, Meridian, Denon, Nakamichi,
Audlolab Technics, NAD, Castle Celestion,
Mission and B&W. [5A0A]

SURREY

AUDIO DESIGNS, 26 High Street, East Grinstead,
West Sussex RH19 3AS. Tel/Fax (01342) 314569.
See main entry under West Sussex.
INFIDELITY, 9 High Str, Hampton Wick, Kingston
Upon Thames, Surrey. Tel (0181) 943 3530.
Arcam, Creek, Epos, Heybrook, Micromega, Naim
Audio, Roksan, Rega Research, Shaninian, TEAC.
Single speaker listening room. Appts pref, free
installation, service dept. Major credit cards.
Closed Mon, Tue-Fri 10.30-7, Sat 10-6.
PJ HI-FI, 3 Bridge Street, Guildford, GUI 43Y.
Tel (01483) 504801/304756. Mon-Sat 9-6pm.
Authorised dealer for:- Linn, Meridian, Rega,
Mission/Cyrus, Arcam, Quad, Audiolab, KEF, Rotel,
NAD, Marantz, Musical Fidelity, TDL, Nakamichi,
EPOS, Target, Stands Unique. Home Cinema &
HiFi Demonstration rooms, Free parking, Delivery
& Installation service. Service department on the
premises.
RIVERSIDE HI-Fl, 422 Richmond Road, East
Twickenham. TW1 2EB. Tel: (0181) 892 7613.
Fax: (0181) 892 7749. See main entry under
Middlesex.
ROGERS HI-FI, 13 Bridge Street, Guildford,
Surrey. Tel (01483) 561049. B&W, Castle, Denon,
Harman-Kardon, Marantz, Micromega, Mordaunt-
Short, Musical Fidelity, Ruark, Systemdek, and
many more. Demonstration facilities available, no
appointment necessary. Free installation. Service
department. Access/Visa. Instant credit up to
£1,000 subject to status. Mondy-Saturday 9.30-
6pm, later by appointment.

SPALDINGS HI-FI, 352-4 Lower Addiscombe Rd,
Croydon, Surrey CRO 7AF. Tel (0181) 654
1231/2040. Linn Naim, Quad, Meridian, Audiolab,
Mission, Marantz, Denon, Ruark, Tannoy, Arcam.
3 dem rooms including AV room. Service dept,
free install, home trial facilities, appointments
advisable. Access, Visa, Amex, Interest free credit,
instant credit. Mon-Sat 9-5.45. Tues-8. Closed
Wed. Service dept. [BADA]
SURREY HI-FI, 45 High St, Godstone, Surrey RH9
8LS. (Just off J6 - M25) free parking, closed
Wednesdays. Tel (01883) 744 755, Home Cinema
on demo. Arcam, Alphason Atacama stands,
Audiolab, Beyer headphones, Bose, Cabletalk,
Denon, JPW, KEF, Marantz, Michell, Musical
Fidelity, Partington stands, Qudos Cable, REL,
Rogers, Seismic sink, Sennheiser, Sound Style,
Tannoy, Target, TDL, Thorens, Van den Hul cables,
Yamaha. Interest free credit.

UNILET SOUND & VISION, 35 High Street
(Opposite Waitrose), New Malden, Surrey. KT3
4BY. Tel (0181) 942 9567. The very best hi fi and
home cinema brands on show with 3 hi fi PLUS 3
home cinema demonstration rooms fully
equipped at New Malden. Knowledgeable staff.
Free car parking. Open Sundays. [BADA]

SUSSEX (EAST)
JEFFRIES HI-FI, 69 London Road, Brighton BN1
4JE. Tel (01273) 609431. Hi-fi, home cinema and
multi-room specialist. Range includes Acoustic
Energy, Arcam, Beyer, Celestion, Chord, Definitive
Technology, Denon, Harbeth, KEF, Kinshaw,
Lexicon, Linn, Loewe, Miller & Kreisel, Naim,
Panasonic, Rega, REL, Rotel, Royd, Ruark,
Sennheiser, Shahinian, Sound Organisation,
Sound Style, Top Tape, Yamaha. 2 dem rooms.
Open Tues-Sat, late night Wed. Free parking, bus
route, credit facilities. Winner Sony/Hi-Fi News
Best Southern Dealer.
JEFFRIES HI-FI, 4 Albert Parade, Green Street.
Eastbourne BN21 1SD. Tel (01323) 731336, Fax
(01323) 416005. Hi-fi, home cinema and multi-
room specialist. Range includes Acoustic Energy,
Arcam, Beyer, Celestion, Chord, Definitive
Technology, Denon, Harbeth, Heybrook, KEF,
Lexicon, Linn, Loewe, Miller & Kreisel, Naim,
Panasonic, Polk, Rega, REL, Rotel, Royd, Ruark,
Seleco, Sennheiser, Sony, Sound Organisation,
Sound Style, Top Tape, Yamaha. Two demonstra-
tion rooms. Open Tues-Sat, late night Wed. Free
parking, bus route, credit facilities. Winner
Sony/Hi-Fi News Best Southern Dealer.

THE POWERPLANT, 66 Upper North Street,
Brighton BN1 3FL. Tel (01273) 775978. Arcam,
ATC, Audiolab, Cyrus, Epos, Marantz, Micromega,
Mission, Neat Acoustics, Proceed, Rega, Rotel,
Yamaha. Single speaker demonstration room,
home trial available, no appts required, service
dept, free installation. Access, Amex, Visa,
Interest free credit. Open 10-6pm

SUSSEX (WEST)

AUDIO DESIGNS, 26 High Street, East Grinstead,
West Sussex RH19 3AS. Tel/Fax (01342) 314569.
Hi-Fi, Home cinema + multi-room specialists.
Authorised stockists of: Arcam, Audiolab, Castle,
Cyrus, Epos, Kef, Linn (inc. AV51), Marantz,
Mission, Naim, Pioneer (inc LaserDisc), Quad,
Rel, Rotel, Sony, Soundstyle, Stands Unique,
Target, Thorens, Yamaha & more. 3 dedicated
demonstration rooms - Hi-Fi & Home cinema.
Service dept. 0% finance available. 9.30-6.00
Mon-Sat. Late by appointment.
BOWERS & WILKINS LTD, (Est. 1945) 1 Becket
Buildings, Littlehampton Rd, Worthing.
Tel (01903) 264141. 1 minute from A24 & A27.
Free local parking. Aura, B&W (inc. Matrix), Denon,
Mission, Nakamichi, Quad, T.D.L., Teac, Technics,
Thorens, and many more in 4 Dem Rooms.
Systems, Hi-Fi and Home Cinema. Service Dept.,
Installations. Open 6 days a week. Access, Visa,
instant credit to £1000 subject to status.

PHASE 3 HI-FI, 215 Tarring Road, Worthing,
West Sussex, BN11 4HW. Tel (01903) 245577.
The South’s leading Hi-Fi specialists. Premise
facilities include listening rooms and dedicated
‘Home Cinema’ demonstration rooms. Adcom,
Arcam, B&W, Castle, Celestion, Denon, Heybrook,
KEF, Reference, Kenwood, Lexicon, Marantz,
Meridian, Monitor Audio, NAD, Shearne, Spendor,
Tannoy, Thorens, Yamaha.

WARWICKSHIRE

SOUNDS EXPENSIVE, 12 Regent Str, Rugby.
Tel (01788) 540772. Arcam, Audiolab, Quad,
Meridian, Marantz, Mission, Celestion, KEF, Rotel,
Ruark, Rotel, Heybrook. IMPROVE YOUR IMAGE,
BE SEEN WITH US. Appts required, no service
dept, free install, home trial facilities. Access,
Amex, Visa, Diners, Instant credit. Open 9-
5.30pm Mon-Sat.
STRATFORD HI-FI, 10A Chapel Street, Stratford
Upon Avon, Warwickshire. Tel (01789) 414533.
Arcam, B&W, Bose, Cyrus, Denon, KEF, Marantz,
Micromega, Mission, Monitor Audio, NAD,
Panasonic, Onkyo, Pioneer, Rotel, Sony, Technics,
Yamaha. Demonstration room, Service facilities,
Mail Order, Interest free credit. Open 9.30-5.30
Monday to Saturday. All major credit cards. ERERY
THE HI-FI COMPANY, 23a Regent Street,
Leamington Spa. Tel (01926) 888644.
A superb range of hi-fi and audio-visual equip-
ment. Dedicated hi-fi and AV demonstrations.
Arcam, Audiolab, Aura, Celestion, Denon, JBL,
JVC, KEF, Kenwood, Marantz, Meridian, Mission,
Mitsubishi, NAD, Pioneer, QUAD, Sony, REL,
Revolver, Rotel, TDL, Technics, Yamaha, and
many more. Part-exchange, especially welcome.
All major credit cards and interest free credit on
many items. Open Mon-Sat 10am-5.30pm.

WILTSHIRE
AUDIO T, 60 Fleet St, Swindon, Wiltshire, SN1
1RA. Tel (01793) 538222. Fax (01793) 487260.
Great Value on Acoustic Energy, Arcam, Audiolab,
Cyrus, Denon, KEF, Linn, Marantz, Meridian,
Micromega, Mission, NAD, Naim, Quad, Rotel,
Technics, Yamaha & many more. Tues-Sat 9.30-6.
3 year quarantee on Hi-Fi. Free delivery & installa-
tion. 30 day free upgrade scheme. Home demons-
trations. Part exchange. Interest Free Credit on
selected items. 2 listening rooms. Home Cinema
specialists. BADA Bonded
SALISBURY HI-FI LTD, 15 Catherine Street,
Salisbury, Wiltshire SP1 2DF. Tel (01722) 322169.
Arcam, B&W, Celestion, Denon, Kef, Kenwood,
Marantz, Meridian, Micromega, NAD, Ruark,
Sony, Yamaha. 2 Dem rooms. Friendly relaxed
atmosphere. Professional advice. Home dem
available. Service Department. Free installation.
Home trial facilities. Access, Visa, Amex. Interest
free credit. Instant credit. Open Mon-Sat 9-5.30

THE RIGHT NOTE - See Bath/Bristol.

INDICATES MEMBERSHIP OF
THE BRITISH AUDIO DEALERS
ASSNCIATION

WORCESTERSHIRE

WEST MIDLANDS AUDIO, 158 Ombersley Road,
Worcester WR3 7HA. Tel (01905) 58046.
Audiolab, Arcam, Naim Audio, Rega, Kef, Roksan,
Epos, Quad, Nakamichi, Absolute Sounds and lots
more. 4 demo rooms for budget & high-end
audio. Dedicated DSP room. Appointments
required. Free install, service dept. Access, Visa,
Amex, Diners, Switch. Chartered Trust. Mon-Sat
9.00-5.30 late evenings by appt.

YORKSHIRE (NORTH)
HARROGATE HI-FI, 15 Commercial Str,
Harrogate, N Yorks. Tel (01423) 504274. One of
the best ranges of quality hi-fi in the North of
England, including: Lumley valve amplification,
Audio Research, Musical Fidelity, Martin Logan,
Sonus Faber, Castle, Orelle, Michell, Ruark, Stax,
Copland, Tannoy, NAD, Onkyo, Rotel, Meridian,
Lexicon, Project, Silversounds, Cogan Hall, DNM.
Home cinema dems. Home dems (appts not
always reqd.). Service dept. All major credit cards
accepted. Credit facilities available. Open 10-
6pm. Why? Because music matters.
SOUND ORGANISATION YORK, 2b Gillygate, York
Y03 7EQ. Tel (01904) 627108. Carefully chosen
Hi-Fi & AV equipment includes Arcam, B&W,
Denon, Linn, M&K Subwoofers, Naim, Rega,
Rotel, Royd etc. 3 Dem rooms incl Home Cinema
& Multiroom facilities. Service department. Home
installations. Instant Credit and Major credit cards.
Closed Mondays. Phone for a chat & more details.

YORKSHIRE (SOUTH)
HI-FI STUDIOS, Sunnyfields, Doncaster, DNS 85A.
Tel (01302) 781387. TDL, Audio Alchemy, Sugden,
Audiolab, Electrocompaniet, Proac, Ruark, Castle,
Teac, Unison valves, Impulse Horns, Apogee,
Stemfoort, Pink Triangle, Heybrook, Monitor
Audio, Harbeth, Keswick Audio Research, Michell
Turntables, CR Developments (valves), Art Audio
(valves), R.E.L. Subwoofers, Pro-ject, Plus Yamaha
and Klipsch Home Cinema Pro-Logic
Demonstrations, Systemdek, Alphason, Target
Sonic Link, Chord, Holfi, Q.L.N., Audio Quest.
Listening room, dems, home trial, free delivery
and install, 2 year guarantee. Access, Visa. 10-
8pm Tues-Fri, 10-6 Sat. Closed Monday. Phone for
further info. & FREE fact pack.

YORKSHIRE (WEST)
ASTON AUDIO, 19 Crossgate, Otley, Leeds, LS21
1AA. Tel (01943) 467689. Naim, Mission Cyrus,
Arcam, Audiolab, Meridian, TDL, Micromega,
Quad, B&W, Nakamichi, Denon. Home Cinema,
dem rooms, int free credit, Visa, Access. Open
Tues-Sat 9-6pm . BADA
AUDIO REFLECTIONS, Specialist ATC distributers
from one of the longest established UK ATC deal-
ers. You are cordially invited to audition perhaps
the finest loudspeaker range available in the world
today from the largest selection of ATC monitros
and electronics assembled in the UK. Also AVI,
Bryston, Chord Electronics, Castle, Harbeth,
Marantz, Spendor, Sumo, Teac, Van den Hul etc.
For further details contact John Bleakley Phone/fax
Leeds (0113) 2528850 (evening calls welcome).
Generous part exchange and second hand equip-
ment available.
AUDIOVISION (YORKSHIRE) LTD, Est. 1957, 5
Bethel St., Brighouse, W. Yorks. HD6 1JR. Tel
(01484) 713996. Choose from the LARGEST & lat-
est range of TECHNICS hi-fi separates & systems
in Yorkshire. Hear the full range of YAMAHA
Cinema DSP hi-fi components & new stylish BOSE
Lifestyle Systems. Speakers by Castle, Celestion,
Cerwin-Vega!, JBL, Mordaunt-Short, REL, TDL &
POLK AUDIO. See quality demonstrations with
Panasonic or Philips Widescreen TV's & Pioneer
Laserdisc Players. Visit AUDIOVISION - The Experts
for Widescreen Home Cinema. 1 mile from junc-
tion 25, M62, Central West Yorkshire or call hi-fi
separates mail order sales (01484) 718116.
Mastercard, Visa, Switch, Delta. Open 9-5.30.
CLEARTONE (FORMERLY ERRICKS), Rawson
Square, Bradford City Centre, BD1 3JR. Tel (01274)
309266. Bradford's leading Hi-Fi specialists. Every
top brand & all the best buys at guaranteed unbeat-
able prices. Aiwa, Akai, Arcam, Audiolab, B&W,
Bose, Castle, Celestion, Denon, Hitachi, Infinity, JBL,
JVC, Kef, Kenwood, Marantz, Micromega, Mission,
Mordaunt Short, NAD, Panasonic, Pioneer, Rotel,
Sony, Tannoy, TDL, Technics, Toshiba, Yamaha. 2
Dedicated Demo rooms, no appointments required.
Service department, free installation, home trial
facilities. Access, Visa, Amex, Diners. Interest free
credit. Open Mon - Sat 9.30-5.30.
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YORKSHIRE ESI'E SCTD)
EMPIRE ELECTRICAL MEGASTORE, Ingleby Road,
(Girlington), Bradford, BD8 9AN. Tel (01274)
575000. The North's biggest electrical megastore.
Every top brand & best buy at guaranteed unbeat-
able prices. Aiwa, Akai, B&W, Bose, Celestion,
Denon, Grundig, Hitachi, Jamo, JVC, Kef, Kenwood,
Marantz, Mission, Mitsubishi, Mordaunt Short, NAD,
Panasonic, Pioneer, Rotel, Sony, Tannoy, TDL,
Technics, Toshiba, Yamaha. 3 Dedicated Hi-Fi & AV
Demo rooms, no appointments required. Service
department, free installation. Free parking, Access,
Visa, Amex, Diners. Interest free credit. Open Mon -
Fri 9.30-8.00, Sat 9.30-6.00, Sun 11.00-5.00.
EMPIRE ELECTRICAL SUPERSTORE, The Clock
Buildings (formerly the Clock Cinema), Roundhay
Road, Leeds (on the junction of the A 58 &
Roundhay Road), LS8 2SH. Tel (0113) 2351701.
Leed's largest range of Hi-Fi separates & systems
including all the best buys at guaranteed unbeatable
prices. Aiwa, Akai, B&W, Bang & Olufsen, Bose,
Castle, Celestion, Denon, Hitachi, JVC, Kef,
Kenwood, Marantz, Mission, Mitsubishi, Mordaunt
Short, NAD, Panasonic, Pioneer, Rotel, Sony, Tannoy,
TOL, Technics, Toshiba, Yamaha. 2 Dedicated Hi-Fi
Demo rooms and 2 AN Demo rooms, no appaint-
ments necessary. Service department, free installa-
tion, home trial facilities. Free parking. Access, Visa,
Amex, Diners. Interest free credit. Open Mon - Wed
10.00-6.00, Thurs - Fri 10.00-8.00, Sat 9.30-5.30,
Sun 11.00-5.00.

EMPIRE (EC) LTD, 94 Kirkgate, Wakefield City
Centre, (opp. Canon Cinema) West Yorkshire WF1
1TB. Tel (01924) 361736. Wakefield's leading Hi-Fi
store. Every top brand & best buy at guaranteed
unbeatable prices. Aiwa, Akai, B&W, Bang &
Olufsen, Bose, Celestion, Denon, Hitachi, JVC, Kef,
Kenwood, Marantz, Mission, Mitsubishi, Mordaunt
Short, NAD, Panasonic, Pioneer, Rotel, Sony, Tannoy,
TOL, Technics, Toshiba, Yamaha. Full demonstration
facilities, service department, free installation.
Access, Visa, Amex, Diners. Interest Free credit.
Open Mon - Sat9.30-5.30.
HUDDERSFIELD HI-FI CENTRE, 4 Cross Church
St, Huddersfield. Tel (01484) 544668, Fax (01484)
423140 Also at 3-5 Kings Cross Street, Halifax,
West Yorks. Tel: (01422) 366832 Fax (01422)
349954. B&W, Cyrus, Kenwood, Denon, Rotel,
Arcam, Musical Fidelity, Quad, Audio Lab, Marantz,
Mission, etc. Dem facilities — appointment reqd.
Mon-Sat 9-5.30, Thurs 9-8. Closed Wed. Free
installation, credit facilities. Access, Visa.
IMAGE HI-FI, 17 The Springs, Wakefield, WF1
1QE. Tel (01924) 200272. Fax (01924) 200404.
The finest in Home Cinema, Multiroom installation
and classic stereo systems from Arcam, B&W,
Cyrus, Denon, Linn, Mission, Quad, Rega, Yamaha
DSP. Open Monday to Saturday 9.30am to 5.30Im
BADA

IMAGE HI-FI, 8 St Annes Road, Headingley, Leeds,
LS6 3NX. Tel (0113) 2789374, Fax (0113) 2754252.
The finest in Home Cinema, Multiroom installation
and classic stereo systems from Arcam, B&W,
Cyrus, Denon, Linn, Mission, Quad, Rega, Yamaha
DSP. Open Monday to Saturday 9.30am to ﬁOOim
BADA

READYVISION LTD, 92-94 Lockwood Road,
Lockwood, Huddersfield. Tel (01484) 532294,
We've been givingsound advice and personal ser-
vice for over 20 years. Specialist main agents sales
and service. Bose, B&W, Dolby, Hitachi, Jamo, JVC,
KEF, Panasonic, Prologic surround sound, Sony,
Technics, Toshiba. Huge range of home cinema
TV's, Satellite, Video, Hi-Fi systems and separates
all at the lowest prices. Free parking. Free
delivery and installation. Open Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 11-4pm.

NORTHERN IRELAND

LYRIC HI-FI, 161/3 Stranmillis Road, Belfast.
Tel (01232) 381296. Demonstration and
Installation of the finest Hi-Fi, Home Cinema and
Multi-room systems, including Arcam, Cyrus,
Denon, Linn, Loewe, Mission, Naim, Yamaha and
many more. Our experience will help you to
choose the right system for your needs. Open
Mon-Sat 10-6, Late night Thurs, closed all day
Wednesday.

RE
THE SOUND FOUNDATION, 22 Nelson St,
Kilmarnock, Ayrshire, KA1 1BA. Tel (01563)
574185, Fax (01563) 574186. Equipment by
Sugden, Audio Note, DPA, Electrocompaniet, Pink
Triangle, Pro Ac, Harbeth, Neat, Michell.
Demonstration by appointment. Open Mon-Sat

APpy4
THE ULTIMATE IN
SOUND ADVIGE

9.30-5.30 late night Thursday til 7pm. Home dems

and delivery, installation service available. Contact

Kevin for more information and (girections.
EDINBURGH

MUSIC MILL, 72 Newhaven Rd, Edinburgh EH6
50G. Tel (0131) 555 3963, Fax (0131) 555 3964.
Absolute Sounds, Naim Audio, Macintosh, DPA,
AVI, Alchemist, Pro-Ac, Marantz. Mon-Sat 10-6pm.
Contact Al, Mark, Fraser or Mike.

G
STEREO STEREO, 260 St Vincent Street,
Glasgow G2 5RL. Tel (0141)248 4079. Email
stereo@cix. compulink.co.uk We will help you
choose a system to suit your needs precisely.
Whether it's a complete distributed audio
and video system or just a repair to your old
speakers. WE'RE NOT JUST STEREO STEREO.
Open 10-6.00pm closed Sunday, Tuesday. Interest
free credit available.

STIRLING

STIRLING AUDIO, 19 Barnton Street, Stirling, FK8
1HF. Tel (01786) 479958. For central Scotland’s
best selection of quality Hi Fi at all prices demon-
strated and installed to suit your needs. B&W,
Aura, Crimson, Ruark, Audiolab, Arcam, Marantz,
Thule, Rotel, Impulse, Polk, Audio Innovations,
Royd, Infinity, DNM Reson, NHT, REL, Revolver,
Micromega, Beyer, Sennheiser, Harman Kardon,
QLN, Target + Stands Unique and many more.
Plus custom cable service + QED multiroom
installation. Contact Barry or John for more infor-
mation. Interest free credit available

LWYD

ACTON GATE AUDIO, 4 Ruabon Rd, Wrexham
Tel (01978) 364500. Audio Visual specialists.
Aiwa, Arcam, AMC, Bose, B&W, Beard, Canon,
Celestion, Castle, Cyrus, Jamo, Marantz, Michell,
Mordaunt-Short, Musical Fidelity, NAD,
Nakamichi, Micromega, Quad, Radford, Rotel,
Rogers, Rega, Ruark, Spendor, Tannoy,
Wharfedale, UKD, Yamaha DSP member.
Demonstration room, installation service. Easy
parking and motorway access. Access, Visa etc.

SOUTH GLAMORGAN
AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 134 Crwys Road, Cardiff.
Tel (01222) 228565. All that’s best in Hi-Fi care-
fully selected and demonstrated by friendly
knowledgeable staff, at prices to suitall budgets.
Delivery and installation, home dems, part
exchange, in-house workshops, full credit
facilities with interest free on selected items.
Tues-Sat9.00-5.30. Closed Mon.
AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 9 High St, Swansea.
Tel (01792) 474608.All that's best in Hi-Fi care-
fully selected and demonstrated by friendly
knowledgeable staff, at prices to suitall budgets.
Delivery and installation, home dems, part
exchange, in-house workshops, full credit
facilities with interest free on selected items.
Tues-Sat9.00-5.30. Closed Mon.
RADFORDS,449-451 Cowbridge Road East,
Canton, Cardiff CF5 1JH. Tel (01222) 398121
(Contact Andy Baker) Premier HiFi & Home
Cinema, carefully selected to offer outstanding
sound and picture quality, whatever your budget.
Staff who care about what they sell and have the
ability and knowledge to demonstrate the differ-
ences. Full workshop, delivery, installation and
part-exchange facilities available.

REPUBLIC OF IRELAND

BLIN
ACOUSTIC DIMENSION, (Blackrock) Co Dublin.
Personal advice on all aspects of Audio, Dolby
Surround, and Multi-room Applications. We call to
you. Agents for:- Avi, Polk Audio, Kenwood, Rotel,
Cal Audio Labs, Densen, System Audio, Nordost
Cables, and Mulit-room and Home Automation
components. Trade-in's accepted e Mail order e
Credit cards e Tel: (00 353 1) 2884612 Fax: (00
353 1) 2899312 Mobile: 088-553020
DUBLIN HI-FI, 38 Aungier Street, Dublin 2.
Tel: (00 353) 1 4785205 Fax: (00 353) 1 4785219.
We all have two ears and one mouth - use them
accordingly. We only stock the best products,
based on performance and reliability - not reviews
or sales patter! Call Mark or drop in for a listen.
Three single speaker demo rooms. Free delivery
and installation. Full service department.
Open Mon-Fri 10-7, Sat 10-6.

INDICATES MEMBERSHIP OF
THE BRITISH AUDIO DEALERS
AQRNNIATINN

Mana \
Equipment
Tables

—a

“4. Superb upgrade for
any hi-fi system; like
changing every
component and buying
a new music collection
into the bargain.

~w Dust-trap par
excellance; more
addictive than crack
cocaine.

“Now, | can only say
that until | had the Mana
equipment table fitted,
my hi-fi system was at
best half-cocked.”

Alan Sircom
Hi-Fi Choice March 1995

Photo: Paul Hartley Studios

“Mana Tables are not cheap. But they are essential if
you want to unlock your system’s true potential.” BEST BUY
Malcolm Steward, Hi-Fi Choice February 1996

For information on MANA products please contact:

Mana Aeoustics

s 59 Jubilee Close, Pinner, Middlesex HA5 3TB
mmmam  Telfax: 0181429 0118 Tel: 0181 868 2788
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Atacama SE24

BD21

Manufactured by

SAMBELL ENGINEERING LIMITED
Winston Avenue ® Croft ¢ Leicester LE9 3GQ
Telephone Sutton Elms 01455 283251 Fax: 01455 283908
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* Metallica Cuts Loose. Music from the new release. Plus music videos, guitar solos,

the music video women, the imagery, the clothes.

* “Find the Ghost of JFK”: Tour the site of his assassination (Dealey Plaza) in
Quicktime Virtual Reality. Discover clues, 1963 facts, and other famous ghosts—
Marilyn Monroe, Kurt Cobain, Jim Morrison, Andy Warhol. Find JFK and you could win

an Apple Powerbook!
* Devo’s Digital Rebirth: Their new Adventures of the Smart Patrol CD-ROM, and the

Evolution /De-evolution of the band.
* “What is Aimee Mann Doing Wrong? Theories as to Why Her Albums Keep Tanking.

* Video interviews with Ice-T and Actor Martin Donovan—including movie clips.
e Search for collectibles from the future in Blender’s “Jungle of Kitsch,” an interactive

search-and-find-against-the-clock game.
* Plus over 50 reviews—games, films, and music.

Available from Virgin Megastores-.

Call the Credit Card Hotline

Today on: 0L454 20070
BLENOER
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SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS:
Windows

MCP2 strongly recommended
Windows 3.1 (or later) with DOS 6.2 (or later)
486 or Pentium PC required

4 Megabytes FREE RAM (6 recommended)
Sound Card (Most modules)

13" VGA or SVGA monitor

Quicktime 2.02 for Windows (supplied)
CD-ROM drive (double speed or better
recommended)

Macintosh
Macintosh System 7
68030 processor required
60040 or better strongly recommended
4 Megabytes FREE RAM (6 recommended)
13" colour screen (256 colour)

Quicktime 2.0 + Apple Multimedia Tuner
(supplied)
CD-ROM drive (double speed or better
recommended)
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The small print...

© QUERIES AND LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Accepted by letter only to the fax number, e-mail or postal
addresses given below. We deeply regret that we are unable to
speak with readers on the telephone.

@ SUBSCRIPTION PROBLEMS

In all instances contact our subscription fulfilment company,
Customer Interface, on & (01454) 620070, or by fax on (01454)
620080. Quote your subscriber number, which is printed at the
top of your subscription address label.

@ NEW PRODUCT INFORMATION

We welcome information on all new and upgraded products. In
all instances manufacturers should contact the editorial
department on the telephone numbers below. However, the
Publisher respectfully points out that the magazine is obliged
neither to review nor return unsolicited products. The Editor-in-
Chief is always pleased to receive ideas for articles, but does not
accept responsibility for unsolicited copy.

©® PHOTOCOPIES
We cannot supply photocopies of articles that are out of print,
but do try our Factsback service (p. 136).

@ COPYRIGHTS & REPRINTS

Material in Hi-Fi Choice is copyright and may not be reproduced
in any form without written permission from the Publisher.
Address requests for re-use of copyright material to Paul
Smythe, Reprint Sales Executive, Dennis Publishing Ltd.,
19 Bolsover Street, London W1P 7H). & 0171-917 3946.

® DISCLAIMER

Every care has been taken in the preparation of this journal, but
the publishers cannot be held responsible for the accuracy of
the information contained herein, or for any consequence
arising from it. All judgements have been made in the context of
equipment that was available to Hi-Fi Choice at the time of
review. ‘Value for money’ comments are based on UK prices at
the time of going to press, which are subject to fluctuation, and
are only applicable to the UK market.

Editorial Editor-in-Chief ATW “Stan” Vincent & 0171-917 7747  Deputy
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Production Editor Christina Bunce & 0171-917 7745 « Consultant Editor
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HELLO CHILDREN! GUESS WHAT'S IN
THE JANUARY ISSUE OF HI-FI CHOICE!

AMPLIFIERS

Next month, in the garden we can see that the integrated amplifiers between
£300 and £700 have sprouted at last. These little beauties are blooming in
many colours and varieties,
including Arcam, Pioneer (right),
Musical Fidelity and Talk
Electronics. Ever since we had to
cut back on the dog-walking bud-
get, and let Goldie run amok
among the dahlias, things have g
been growing fine, although most =
of the cat-nip died and all the sun-
flowers succumbed to mildew.

TRANSPORTS/DACS

Now then, here's how we make a Transport and DAC combination. All we

need is an empty washing-up liquid bottle, some sticky-back plastic and a pair

of round-ended scissors. Oh, and a CD player, and an oxy-acetylene torch.

First get a grown-up to cut the CD player in

half with the blow-torch. When this has

cooled, cover the exposed internals with bits

of washing-up bottle, cut up with round-

ended scissors and cover everything with

& loads of sticky-back plastic. And there you
have it — a two box CD player. Or, you

¢ could read about the real thing from the

likes of Audiolab (left), Thorens and others.

WILSON BENESCH LOUDSPEAKERS

Oh, look children. Here comes Wilson. And here comes Benesch, too. Oh, and
just look what they have with them — it's a loudspeaker. And it's made of
carbon-fibre. Isn’t that clever, boys and girls? We know a song about carbon
fibre loudspeakers, don't we, kids? Shall we sing it now? Perhaps not.

MULTI-CD PLAYERS

Make sure there’s a grown-up nearby when you do this!
Take a handful of CDs and try to squeeze them all
into a single player. If they do not fit, simply use a
couple of cardboard loo-roll holders and a load of
sticky-back plastic. Cut the cardboard like so, to make
a simple rhomboid shape. Then stick this to the CD
player and you have a multi-disc spinner that is
nowhere near as good as the excellent new machines from
the likes of Sony, Pioneer and harman/kardon.

PLUS: A tortoise who didn’t quite make it through the winter @ Loads of amus-
ing new stuff @ Next month is our charity fund-raising special, so smear a traffic

: m e warden in fish paste for Africa
av <3 & ﬁ @ A troupe of motorcycle-dis-

<3 T play nuns @ Special ludicrously
. ; a expensive Etymotic in-ear

headphones featured in
Statements @ Yet another baby
elephant with a bowel problem
@ Save your milk-bottle tops for
: underprivileged hi-fi journalists
| momzsm @ And much, much more...

January's Hi-Fi Choice is on sale Friday, December 6 I-\nd don’t miss

our special 1ys issue, on sale Ne er 19!
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What do you do when your CD collection is threatening to take over”
David Vivian debates what to throw out...

worry about my CD collection. It
worries me that [ worry aboutit. The
fact that I think about it at all —
other than when I want to listen to
something — is worrying. But then my rela-
tionship with my CD collection is going
through a dysfunctional phase right now.
I'mtrying toanalyse the problem,and that’s
a bad sign, too.

By this time, of course, my CD library
should be magnificent: a massively-engi-
neered, well-oiled, twenty-wheeled jugger-
naut of a collection dedicated to giving joy.
And it does — don’t get me wrong. Twelve
years old, 1,500 strong with a marked jazz
bias, it’s a thing of character and beauty, and
a considerable force for good in my life.
We’re talking about music, after all, the rea-
son for having hi-fiin the first place. It’s just
that,as juggernauts go, it’s way over payload,
hasn’t been looked at by a trained mechanic
in a long time and the driver hasn’t got the
faintest idea where he’s going. That said, if
it was stolen, I don’t know what I'd do.

Well, actually, I do. I'd start again with a
Fiat Cinquecento-sized collection. Small but
perfectly formed. And you know what? 1
reckon that,in a strange sort of way, it would
be a relief. I'd buy a small but exquisitely
designed CD rack and feel excited at the
prospect of filling it. In twenty or so inspired
moves I’d have a CD collection that really
mattered. Quality not quantity. Something
I could embrace and cherish and understand
at a glance. Something with nimble han-
dling. It would be the most succinct essential
collection in the history of the world (ever)
with Joni Mitchell’s The Hissing of Sunimer
Lawns sitting right there on top. A Dire
Straits free zone.

Buthow canlsay that? I've got all the Dire
Straits albums. Weird thing, | can’t recall
buying any of them. Can’t remember the last
time | played one, either. | guess that’s the
genius of Knopfler. Anyway, it brings us
closer to the nub of my neurosis, whichis this.
[ know, with chilling certainty, that there are

CDs in my collection I will never, ever play
again. This is not, [ admit, the sort of crisis
that will convene an emergency session of the
United Nations. But it bugs me.

It isn’t just one or two CDs, either. There
are whole tracts of my collection I haven’t
looked at in years. Maybe as much as 30 per
cent. And as the collection centinues to grow
(and it does grow, without fail, by about three
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CDs every week) the chances of the whole
thing getting a spin, get slimmer. So, | ask
myself, what’s it doing there taking up valu-
able shelf space? Why not flog it or exchange
it for something I do want to listen to?

And this is where the guilt creeps in.
Abouthalfthe collection Ididn’t buy. I used
to review jazz albums for a magazine. At the
time, around ten new releases would drop
through the letter box every week. Some
became immediate favourites, others played
once then filed under “get back to you later
when I’'ve got more time”. Most have stayed
there ever since. Asa part-time hi-fi reviewer,
the freebies still come my way, albeit at a
slower lick. But the ratio of hits to *have to
waits™ isabout the same. The thing about the
freebies is that they come with the warning
“Promotional Copy Not For Sale™. So I've
kept every single one of them, grateful to be
doing what I do and reasoning that a bit of
forced eclecticism never hurt anyone’s col-
lection. Mostly it’s all good stuff. Jazz FM
could run off it for a week.

But I justsit there and look atitand worry
about its size and that I’'m not getting max-
imum enjoyment from it. About a year ago,
I had to lock myself away in my study for a
solid month to finish a book about American
cars that was long overdue. 1 decided to
attack the wall of CDs to my left in a com-
pletely arbitrary fashion, starting with the
top left hand corner and working my way
along. Since they were in no particular order
at this time (I've had them arranged
alphabetically, chronologically, by
genre, even spine colour), there’d
be plenty of variety and slowly I'd
get back in touch with the heart
and soul of my collection.

It worked for a few days.

I discovered treasures 1'd
missed on the first time

Vivian Scene

round. Then I justslipped back into theusual
practice of listening to what I was “into™ at
the moment, a handful of albums I'd bought
at Tower Records the week before. Just as
most of us apparently use a fraction of our
brain’s capacity to function, a minuscule
portionofmy CD collection was assisting me
to write this book. Pathetic or perfectly nor-
mal? I don’t know. Perhaps | should listen
to the radio.

Or perhaps it’s just me. My short con-
centration span. The hectic, scatter-gun
approach to the way I work. The need for
instant gratification. Now, plonk me on a
desert island with a clockwork stereo and,
given enough time, I’'m sure I could divine
the meaning of life through my CD collec-
tion. Asitis, I nibble away at the edges. True,
it’s my own personal library and I love to
browse. And if I browse long enough, I know
that I willalways find something thatexactly
suits my mood. That’s why [ won’t trim it
down. As it expands it resolves into ever-
finer shades.

In a sense, I suppose, that’s what it’s all
about; knowing that you've got it,evenif you
don’t play it. But if you don’t play it what’s
the point of having it?> Because it’s rare?
Because it’s a first edition or “a classic™?
Music reduced to the level of stamp collect-
ing? It’s rampant in the world of vinyl and
might well drift across to the digital domain.

My collection isn’t like that. It’s just for
listeningto. And there’salot of listeningstill
to do. Stuff 'm sure I never even sus-

pected will only become apparent as
my hi-fi improves and digs out a
deeper level of hidden detail. But
itwillall have to wait. That’sthe

trouble with music, it never

stops. The fun is trying to

keep up. My best CD? Easy.
I haven’t bought it yet. 2
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With his Cyberwave FMH3000 from Vivanco, Norman can now enjoy
the sound of his favourite music, TV programmes and educational
tapes, anywhere in his house or garden.*

To share in Norman's new freedom and improved quality of life, fill in
this coupon or call the number below to find out more.

*range: up to 30 metres

Name @ Phone 01442 230765 (24 hr answerphone) quote ref: HE129€
Address
E or fax this form to 01442 235421
would like the name of my nearest Cyberwave stockist B please tick

or post to
would like more information on the new Cyberwave FMH3000 [:] please tick E P

Vivanco UK, Unit C, Boundary Way,
Hemel Hempstead, Herts, HP2 7SS



B&W's patented method
of using Kevlar’s unique
woven fibres for loud-
speaker cones has been a
major factor in reducing
unwanted standing waves.

“The 601s sound like
the voice coils of God.”

“...the COMI gives
excellent sound, not
only in terms of correct
imagery and transparency,
but also in precision,
extended response and
dynamic low-frequency
performance.”

For more information

please contact

B&W Loudspeakers (UK) Ltd
on: +44(0)1903 750750
http:// www.bwspeakers.com
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