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The B&W Nautilus is
absolutely the most
ideal speaker | have
ever heard. It can
be only limited

or coloured by the
sources, amplifiers
and cables, without
any coloration of its
own. This is the best
loudspeaker that
money can buy

— Hi-Fi Review Japan

Special awards for
component of the year
— Stereo Sound Japan

Special award for
Grand Prix component
of the year

— Radio Gijutsu Japan

At B&W, music is our very reason for being.

In our search for the perfect music repro-
duction, the B&W Nautilus, has pioneered
technologies such as the hollow pole magnet

drivers and the transmission pipe principle,
which will shape the direction of the audio
industry well into the next millennium.

It symbolises all the innovation, dedication
and love of music which have inspired B&W
engineers ever since the company was estab-
lished 30 years ago.

In the search for transparency of sound,
the Nautilus represents a true audio miracle.
It can only be limited or coloured by the
source, amplifiers and cables, without any
colouration of its own.

Hailed as ‘the best loudspeaker that
money can buy’, the Nautilus enables
the listener to hear nuances and subtle
dynamics hitherto unattainable, offering
a level of sonic accuracy unmatched by
any other speaker.

The Nautilus offers a unique chance to
hear music exactly as recorded — detailed,
vibrantly alive, full of power and unhindered
by driver distortion or cabinet diffraction.

Listen and you'll see!
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DM*601

280,08 ¢

“The 601s sound
like the voice coils

of God.”

CDMI

“For a domestic
loudspeaker
that knows how
fo groove, our
European Award
is an honestly-
bestowed plaudit.”

P4

WHAT HI-FI?

18,889 ¢

“Fast, weighty,
superbly balanced
sound: gorgeous
range of real wood
finishes. These
floorstanders are
among the best in
their price band.”

B&W's patented
method of using
Kevlar for loud-
speaker cones,
has been a major
factor in reducing
unwanted standing
waves. Kevlar’s
unique woven
fibres along with
further ‘doping’
by B&W provide a
remarkably near
perfect solution to
this problem.
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Listen and you’ll see

For more information please contact
B&W Loudspeakers (UK) Ltd on: +44(0)1903750750 http://www.bwspeakers.com



The Jamo Concert Series.
HEAR...SEE...RELAX&ENJOY...
Advanced technology, innovative design and refined
workmanship is not always the perfect recipe for suc-
cess, we believe a little more is required.

The Concert series has enabled Jamo to produce a
range of loudspeakers which will reproduce music that
is clean and neutral. The dynamic range transparency
and sound stage are all raised to a higher dimension.

The successes attained by the Jamo development team
is the result of efforts to design high-quality loudspeaker components which are critically
matched to one another.

HERTELL SOMA MERZ, Ludwigsburg

It is an honour for us to introduce this new generation of loudspeakers to you...
... Jamo Concert 11, Jamo Concert 8 and Jamo Concert Center.
THE SOUND OF EXCELLENCE - Made in Denmark.

JAMO' i

OF
EXCEL-
LENCE”

JAMO UK Ltd, 5 Faraday Close, Drayton Fields, Daventry, Northants NN 11 5RD Phone: 01327 / 301 300, Fax: 01327 / 300 511
International enquiries: JAMO A/S, PO. Box 220, DK-7870 Glyngoere, Denmark, Phone: +45 99 76 76 76, Fax: +45 97 73 20 75
Web page: http://wwwjamospeakers.com  E-mail: speakers@jamo.dk
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Editor’s

Stan Vincent welcomes new readers, and enlarges
on the mystical links between music and hi-fi. . .

fyou’reinthemarkettobuy hi-fiequip-

ment, thismagazineisthe only one you

need. Itcontainsreportsonallthe best

hi-fiequipmentwehavereviewed this
year, from CD players to cables, from ampli-
fiersto AV, fromspeakerstosystems. Thisissue
is jam-packed full of kit.

You’llfind the fullstory onallofour favourite
products from 1996, plus the best hi-fi buy-
ing guide in the UK, which is crammed with
details of over 4,000 new products, plus our
summaries of hundreds more.

Justturnthe page and our contents listing
will take you straight to the products you’re
interested in. There you’ll also see, however,
that there are loads more articles about set-
tingupyourhi-fi,answerstoyourhi-fiqueries,
and evena bitof heart-felt opinion thrown in
for good measure.

Thopeyouenjoy thisissueasmuchweenjoyed
putting ittogether. T hope also that some new
readers will be scanning these words and
wondering: “whatisall this hi-fibusinessabout?”
If that’s the case, ’'ve penned a few words, to
try and explain the passion for hi-fi felt by so
many readers and writers of this magazine.

Arguments for hi-fi
Hi-fiisnotaminority pursuit for people who
never go out. In my book, pure and simple, it
isameansformusicloverstogaingreaterplea-
sure from their record collections. If,atthesame
time asenjoyinggreatsound quality, these con-
noisseurscan gain pleasure by usingequipment
thatis good tolook atand well engineered, so
much the better. Hi-fiequipmentisamongthose
raretechnologicalcommoditiesthatare more
thanjusttools forajob. Pundits often consider
hi-fiin the samelight as a fine watch or exclu-
sive car. I think it is a more rarefied pleasure,
however, simply because theenjoymentof music
is so sublime and hard to quantify.

Hi-fi, like music, is something to
spend a lifetime growing into.
Beforealistener can compre-
hend the meaning of hi-fi, it

HI-FI CHOICE

isnecessary firsttounderstand notjustthe rhythms
and tones of music, but also the subtle char-
acteristics that makeitsuchanemotive force.
Whatdoesanorchestra,jazzbandoracoustic
instrumentreally soundlike? Onlyregularatten-
dance at concerts can answer this question.

It all begins with music

Formyown part,Iwasluckyenoughtoattend
anightatthisyear’sProms,on which Messiaen’s
stupendous Turangalila Symphony was per-
formed. This pieceisacrashing,quixotictour
de force, and a reminder that even the most
monstrousrock bandscan’tmatcha fully-fledged
orchestra for sheer dynamic range and emo-
tional power. By contrast,amorerecentgath-
ering was the occasion for a cerebral perfor-
mance by the European Union Baroque
Orchestra,in whichsmall details of instrumental
timbre massaged the senses. Attheendofeach
performancelwondered howmanypeople in
theaudience wouldrealise thattheycouldrepeat
the pleasure of this music in their own homes,
if only they had a good hi-fi system.

The first step on the road to hi-fi aware-
nessistounderstandwhatseparatesthesound
of a live performance from a recording. The
brainisnotfooled byrhythmsand musical tones
alone;evena cheap clock radio will mimicsome
ofthose. The pointofthi-fiistoreproduce sub-
tle nuances of recorded music, and in doing
$0, to arouse not just recognition in the mind
of the listener, but passion.

Hi-fi, higher-fi

Hi-fiisatool.Itsessential purposeistorepro-
duce recorded musicso thataconvincing fac-
simile oflive performanceresults. Fortunately,
therearenownumeroushi-ficomponentsavail-
able at reasonable cost, which, though pro-
saic in appearance, fulfil their essential pur-
pose consummately. These are the Best Buys
andRecommended productsthatthisissuehas
been written to display.

Like a Caterham sports car, most afford-
ablehigh-performers havetheirdevelopment
budgets spent on engineering, not elegance.
However, for the music connoisseur who
seeks luxury, it is as readily available in hi-fi
asitisincarsand watches. The sky’s the limit
for those who seek to combine the finest
sound with stunninglooksandbattleship build-
quality; the finestequipmentavailable today

is hand-built by craftsmen to fulfil the high-
est standards of workmanship. The finest hi-
fi serves both as a tool of the utmost perfor-
mance, and as a piece of technological sculp-
ture in which even the most discerning con-
sumers can take pride of ownership.

Soyou see, investing in hi-fi, and thereby
investinginmusic,isathoroughlymodernand
worthwhile thingtodo.Discoverhi-fiand dis-
cover a new pleasure in life!

Congratulations!

Paul Miller, our Technical Editor, was voted
‘TestInnovator ofthe Year’ for hisJitter Analyser
andISA (Interpretative Spectrum Analysis) soft-
ware, which wasinitially developed foruse in
Hi-Fi Choicelabtests. The award, which was
presented at the prestigious Test 96 Awards
ceremony in October, wasmade by anexpert
panel ofjudgesdrawn from the measurement
industry, and chaired by the editor of Test
Magazine, David Evans. Well done, Paul!

Erratum
In last month’s Update pages we printed the
wrong number for Aura, the electronics-
manufacturing offshoot of B&CW Loudspeakers.
The correct number is (01903) 750750.
Asthisissue wasgoingto press, welearned
that the manufacturer of Audiolab products,
Cambridge Systems Technology, has a new
’phone number: (01480) 415600. In some
instances we had alreadyprinted theold num-
ber, for which we apologise.

€

We have Marantz

to thank for this
chucklesome

collision of old styling
and new technology. This
dinky miniature CD player, the ED-3
Edison, comes complete with built-in stereo
amps and, ahem, ‘horn-loaded’ speakers.
An instant hit when shown on the com-
pany’s stand at October’s Connect show,
the ED-3 will soon be in the shops.

See Prestige Prezzies (p. 18) for details!
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Aeon Acoustics
12 Signet — featured

in Best Of Sessions

ONTE

12 Best Of Sessions

Rogers E20a — a

A choice selection of the best moments in the
past 12 months’ Sessions reviews.

glowing Sessions favourite.

18 Prestige Prezzies

A bumper selection of the perfect presents to
keep every audiophile docile this Christmas.

72 Help!

Get it taped with our @ Hi-Fi Choice's system masseur, Malcolm
top decks. Steward, invites products to mount his plinth.
69 Prepare Before You Plug

Jimmy Hughes reveals secrets that will get
your hi-fi system sounding wonderful.

9 From The Editor's Notebook

Here's the spin
on Britain's best

CD pl . .
bt Stan Vincent proudly welcomes you to the

creme de la créme of today’s hi-fi.
l 4 6 The Choicest Sound Bites

We bring you the finest scribings from the
keyboards of our regular columnists.

THE GLOSSARY
99 Glossary

Impress friends and family with your expert
knowledge of hi-fi and its terminology.

@ Give your system
the support it

deserves!

WINTER 1996

Read all about this year's
British Hi-Fi Awards winners.

i

74 Subscriptions

You've read the best, now pulp the rest!
Never miss an issue of Hi-Fi Choice by having
the postman bring you a copy every month.

l 3 6 FactsBack

Deploy today’s amazing facsimile telecommu-
nications technology to access Hi-Fi Choice
articles and reviews in double-quick time.

l 4 5 Next Month & Who's Who

Have a happy Hogmanay, as we ring in the
New Year with details of next month’s exciting
Hi-Fi Choice.

102 Mail Order

Your chance to own a variety of hi-fi-oriented
gizmos that no self-respecting home should
ever be without.

THE BUYER’S GUIDE
l l l The Truth Is Out There

Specialist audio retailer, Kevin Scott, offers
some frank and forthright buying advice.

l 13The Price Guide/Directory
Look no further for the most comprehensive

hi-fi listing on Earth! Over 4,000 new
products and hundreds of test summaries.

HI-FI CHOICE



20 Best Buy Introduction

A brief introduction to our world-famous hi-fi
tests, and this month'’s collected Best Buys.

22 Best Buy CD Players

Full details of the hot players we've reviewed
this year — Best Buy and Recommended.

28 Best Buy Amplifiers

Our survey of today’s best amplifiers is a great
place to start if you're considering an upgrade.

31 Best Buy Tuners

Discover what's lurking in the ether with a
swing-tagged new tuner.

33 Best Buy Turntables

Find out which of the latest decks is worth
spinning vinyl for.

The analogue cassette deck lives on — and
here's evidence of why.

39 Best Buy Equipment Supports

Which structures of steel, glass and MDF
make a big difference to your hi-fi?

40 Best Buy Loudspeakers

Cut through the loudspeaker jungle with our
hot-list of the crucial boxes.

51 Best Buy Speaker Stands

A good stand unlocks your speakers’
potential, and here are the ones to go for.

53 Star Buy Subwoofers

Add a little bit of oomph to your system —
you'll be amazed at the difference it makes!

HI-FI CHOICE

Just one of three great systems

87

you could buy for £1,000.

. 5 5 Best Buy Cables

Don't get waylaid by wrong wires! We reveal
the ideal speaker and interconnect cables.

59 Best Buy Headphones

Our collection of cans offers the ultimate
in-head entertainment.

61 Best Buy Cartridges

You simply cannot play the platters that
matter if you haven't got the sharpest needle!

63 Best Buy AV Processors

Thinking of adding a surround-sound dimen-
sion to your lounge? Here's where to start.

83 Star Buy Separates Systems

A selection of ready-made separates systems
that we've discovered this year.

8 5 Star Buy AV Systems

An example of how to add AV to hi-fi without
compromising music playback quality.

87 Star Buy £1,000 Systems

Three top-notch systems available for the not-
unreasonable sum of £1,000.

89 Star Buy Lifestyle Systems

A sextet of saucy systems that combine
attractive looks and euphonious sound in
equal measure. Cor!

91 EISA Awards Winners

Discover Europe’s 12 brightest hi-fi and home
cinema stars from 1996.

9 SBritish Hi-Fi Awards Winners

We reveal the most popular hi-fi in Britain this
year, as voted for by hi-fi readers and buyers.

Shahinian’s amazing
Compass loudspeaker —
another favourite from '96.

Systemdek 2X2
— a preferred
phonograph.

BEST BUYS 1996 11



Best of _

SeSSIoNnS

AVI 52000MI — a

beefy integrated
amp that’s really

easy to use.

Choice Sessions (40-something

pages), in a four-page overview,
is a daunting task. Sessions has pro-
vided afirst chance to get acquainted
with important new components, but
also featured a number of complete
system packages prior to our Instant
Systems features getting under-way.
The former have been incorporated
into summaries from pages 83 to 89
of this issue.

For this feature we’ve tried to pick
out the highlights of Sessions’ other
rOles — to seek out and examine the
rather more oddball products which
don’t fit neatly into our mainstream
group reviews; and to pick up the key
components which are still waiting
to be included in our formal reviews.

To summarise a year’s worth of

MARCH

Blue Room Minipod
Loudspeaker

he most outrageous-looking

loudspeaker from a major man-
ufacturer (B& W), ever to go into vol-
ume production? This miniature limb-
less Michelin-man-lookalike has no
audiophile pretensions. These speak-
ers are strictly for fun, but just hap-
pen to combine some promising ingre-
dients in the £400 mix. The unusually-
shaped GRP enclosure has certain
inherent advantages, especially for
mid and top frequencies, which prob-

Blue Room
MiniPods — the
plastic fantastic!

ably explains the MiniPods’ discon-
certing ability to pull apartrecordings
and reveal what the producer was up
to. Bass was rather inconsistent and
less predictable, but the Pods’ vivac-
ity still managed to raise a smile.

Blue Room/B&W @& (01903) 750750

APRIL

AVI S2000M1
Integrated Amp

few years ago you’d be lucky to

find a specialist hi-fi integrated
stereo amp costing more than £500.
Now there’s quite a
selection, including
the small, powerful
and decidedly
civilised £899
§2000MI from AVL
It has remote con-
trol, looks very
attractiveinaclassi-

cally demure way, and can be used
with a matching tuner and CD player
(but not vinyl). Total price: £2,747.

The amp packs a serious 100
Watts-per-channel punch, and sounds
lively and powerful with lots of energy
and attack, but reasonably clean and
refined at the same time. Over
extended listening there were times
when it seemed a little too dynamic
and up-front, but that’s as likely to be
a function of taste and the system
partnered with it. This is one gutsy
specialist amp that kicks like a mule,
but with classy styling and the oper-
ational convenience of a mini system.
AVl = (01453) 752656

Meridian 518
Digital Audio Processor

I t’s a good sign when a product
arrives for test, and after a few days
we wonder how we ever managed to
live without it. Meridian’s £925 518

HI-FI CHOICE



isadigitalaudioprocessor with a wide
range of potential applications, several
of which help improve the sound from
a CD transport/DAC combination
player. The 518 sitsbetween the two,
de-jittering the signal and allowing a
number of digital-domain enhance-
ments to be performed, including the
introduction of different forms of
noiseshaping. The 518 proved rather
effective, especially on low-level mate-
rial with plenty of harmonic content,
but it is rather music and disc depen-
dent, so you need to experiment to get
the best results.

Meridian = (01480) 434334

Castle Isis — real-wood speaker whose
sound is a peach.

S

MAY

Castle Isis
Speaker

eplacing the Trent, the Isis costs

£230 (or £270 in yew). Either
way, you get a classy, real-wood,
bookshelf-size two-way, which
sounds a peach. It quickly gets
expressive, the full upper bass giving
colourful tonality, the lower bass
tight and firm. Above all it gives a
surprisingly big, dynamic, room-fill-
ing sound from a remarkably com-
pact enclosure.
Castle & (01756) 795333

HI-FI CHOICE
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JUNE

Aeon Acoustics Signet
Loudspeaker

eon Acoustics’ £850 Signet

loudspeaker is seriously radical
inseveral aspects, the most obvious of
which is a spiral zig-zag tube incor-
porated into the cones of the main dri-
vers. Signet uses two of these in a very
elegant and compact floorstander —
onlytwo-foottall, and very slim front-
to-back, too. It’s a very clean-sound-
ing speaker, best suited to free space
siting, with many of the hallmarks of
a high-class miniature, equalling

Meridian 518 —
clever digits.

established favourites for detail and
transparency, if not dynamics.
Aeon Acoustics & (01765) 604288

Trichord Genesis
CD Player

fter three years of modifying

customers’ existing CD players
with its Clock 2 ‘heart transplant’,
which aims to produce a much more
accurate master-clock signal to reduce
jitter, Trichord has bitten the bullet
and launched its own CD player, the
£550 Genesis. Cosworth-style, it’s
based on a mass-market player, the
Pioneer PD-S503/4, but includes
modifications to the analogue output
stage and power supply, as well as the
clocking tweak.

There’s still some Pioneer left in the
sound of course, but there’s also
Trichord’s characteristically gener-
ous soundstage, a jaunty musical sen-
sitivity, and analogue-style homo-
geneity. Anyone shortlisting £500-ish
CD players would be foolish not to
hear this remarkable machine.
Trichord Research & (01684) 573524

Aeon Acoustics’
Signet — tubular
belles!

Trichord Genesis
— the Ford
Cosworth of CD
players.

>>
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NAD's 312 —
another budget

bargain for
minimalists

everywhere.

B&W's P4 — an
award-winning
speaker with
luxury looks and
widespread

appeal.

NAD 312
Integrated Amp

he £200 NAD 312 can trace its

lineage right back to the original
‘budget audiophile’ 3020 nearly
twenty years ago. The price hasn’t
increased by nearly as much as the
intervening inflation, and you still get
a very-well-equipped amp, lacking
only remote control. It delivers a
gutsy, open sound, which is a little
messy by absolute standards, but
pretty good for a £200 product. We
enjoyed its enthusiasm, but worried it
could get a bit much when driving
small speakers quite hard. Stick to
sensitive and conservatively balanced
boxes and you should get a good
blend of energy and listenability.
NAD = (0181) 343 3240

14 BEST BUYS 1996
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JULY/AUGUST

B&W P4
Speaker

espite winning one of this year’s

British Hi-Fi Awards, B&W’s
£675 compact floorstanding P4 has
yet to participate in our formal
reviews. It’s a simple-but-classy
ported, two-way, real-wood-
veneered-and-Kevlar-coned
device in the B&W tradition. The
tweeter took an age to loosen up
properly, but eventually delivered
treble worthy of the deep, tidy bass
and uncoloured midband. It strikes
a nice balance between studio moni-
tor-type sound and bass-filled crowd-
pleaser. The hi-fi buff will like the way
it digs into recordings and reveals sys-
tem nuances; the party animal the way
it eats power and goes louder and
louder without struggle. As a speaker
that’s all things to all people, the P4
deserves a long close look. Little won-
der it won that award.
B&W = (01903) 750750

Rogers E20a
Integrated amplifier

OHIy those of a certain age will
remember the days when Rogers

was first and foremost an amplifier
manufacturer, and speakers were
something of a sideline. It so happens
that Rogers designer Andy Whittle is
a valve-amp enthusiast, and
approached Audio Note UK to help
get the E20a project under way. The
result is an integrated amp (with
MM vinyl stage) delivering
18W of valve power per
channel, at a price of £1,090.
The result is that right-to-
the-heart-of-the-music char-
acter that turns tube users
into fanatics. The E20a is an
organic and musical amp that
does more than merely com-
pensate for a relative lack of
power.Its transparency justlets
you get on and enjoy the music.
Rogers @ (0181) 683 2101

OCTOBER

Shahinian Compass
Loudspeaker

D ick Shahinian places the drivers
on hisspeakersat strange angles,
creating omni-directional effects that
have been getting all manner of audio-
philes excited. They’re not for every-
one, or for every room, but they’re
decidedly different and definitely
deserve a hearing.

At first sight the £1,295 Compass
starts off like a floorstanding box, but
the drivers are mounted on the top
panel, which is slanted at 45 degrees,
while the boxes stand edge-on
towardsthelistener, who sees the baf-

Find your musical

bearings with the
Shahinian Compass.

fle as a tilted diamond shape.
According to your perspective, the
Compass will seem oddly diffuse or
spectacularly natural. Comparison
with normal speakers is pointless. It
doesn’t match the bigger models in the
range, but still likes being played loud.
If you don’t try the Compass, you’ll
miss hearing one of the few genuinely
‘different’-sounding speakers that is
still consummately musical.
Pear Audio = (01665) 830862

Rogers E20a —

valvular value for money.

HI-FI CHOICE



NOVEMBER

Mission 753 Freedom
Speaker

he Mission 753 put the over-£500

luxury floorstander on the hi-fi
map, commercially speaking. There
were plenty of viable alternatives, but
that imposing row of four main dri-
vers caught the customers’ imagina-
tions and credit card numbers in real
abundance. The £798 Freedom vari-
ation updates the established
favourite, fitting a silk-dome tweeter
and making some quite radical inter-
nal cabinetimprovements. They work
well with a variety of amps, really
singing with the Pioneer A-300R
Precision. Their bassiswellextended
and solid, while the midband is just a
little veiled, which in turn means that
they like to be played loud. They’ll
never shout at you the way some
speakers can, and always remain in
control of the situation.
Mission & (01480) 451777

Townshend Audio
3D Seismic Sink

he latest and most expensive in
Townshend Audio’s range of iso-
lation platforms, the 3D Seismic Sink
costs £400 and adds a third-dimen-
sional freedom of movementto the 2D
original. A pump is supplied to keep

Pioneer A-300R Precision
— it’s got go-faster stripes.

HI-FI CHOICE

Townshend Audio’s
3D Seismic Sink —
all systems blow!

the air isolation intact between the
damped steel top and bottom plates.
An LED indicator helps you to main-
tain the prescribed pressure. Placed
beneath a Trichord Genesis CD
player and on top of a Mana stack,
the 3DSS brought considerable
improvements in bass extension,
power, focus and coherence. It’s an
expensive platform, butin the context
of adecentsystemit’salsogreatvalue.
Townshend Audio = (0181) 979 2155

Pioneer A-300R
Precision
Integrated Amp

his amplifier started out as a

£200 A-300R, a fairly minimal-
ist and rather lightweight affair
blessed with a remote volume con-
trol. Trichord engineer Tom Evans
then persuaded Pioneer to try a pack-
age of modifications he’d devised.
The results were so successful that the
project has come to the marketas the
A-300R Precision,priced at £400 and
destined to blow away much of the
competition, especially with its abil-
ity to create a full-scale three-dimen-
sional soundstage.

With the A-300R Precision
Pioneer has an amp worthy of the
mantle left by the A-400. If you want
to hear real stereo this could be the
place to start.

Pioneer @ (01753) 789789

DECEMBER

Sony MDS-JE500
MiniDisc Recorder

MiniDisc is back, and this time it
means business. The demise of
DCC and the Japanese success of MD
seemto be spurring the bigname man-
ufacturers to increase their efforts to
get this neat medium established in
Europe and the US. The £300 MDS
JE-500 is a full-width recorder with a
plethora of features and an enormous
handset. We found that commercial
software came across with adequate
bandwidth and reasonable sound
quality. Recording was a straightfor-
ward and sonically rewarding
process, and the package is the near-
est thing you’ll find to a home-record-
ing suite in a single box. If you’re not
looking for the last word in audiophile
sound quality, this could be a handy
piece of kit to have around the house.
Sony = (0181) 784 1144 -

Mission 753
Freedom — big
speaker sound
you're obliged
to enjoy.

Sony's MDS-
JE500 — the
original home

studio in a box!

locecoet o |
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“It’s a rare combination
of superbsSound, and
terrific value” wuswee

and only available from these authorised dealers...

ABERDEEN BLACKBURN CHATHAM EDGWARE HULL LONDON MAIDENHEAD OXFORD SHEFFIELD TUNBRIDGE WELLS
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi Cryers Sevenoaks Hi-Fi Musical Images Superfi Brians Hi-Fi B&B Hi-Fi Audio T Richer Sounds Sevenioaks HiER
01224 587070 01245 51842 01634 846859 0181952 5535 01482 324051 0171631 1109 01628 73420 01865 65961 0114 266 1616
ACCRINGTON Practical Hi-Fi CHELMSFORD EDINBURGH Zen Audio Chelsea AV. MAIDSTONE Oxford Audio Superf
Cryers 01254 691104 Rhythms (Colvill Hi-Fi) Bill Hutchinson 01482 587397 0171 352 2596 Halksworth Wheeler Consultants 0114 272 3768 TUXFORD
01254 391440 Romers Hi-Fi 01245 325125 0131 220 0909 ILFORD Comflake Shop 01622 756756 01865 790879
ALDERLEY EDGE 01254 887799 Richer Sounds Bill Hutchinson Audio T 0171 631 0472 MANCHESTER Sevenoaks Hi-Fi SHREWSBURY nr. Newark
Aston Audio BLACKPOOL 01245 355666 0131 667 2877 0181518 0915 Francis of Streatham Bill Hutchinson 01865 241773 Creative Audio Chantry Audio
01625 582704 Practical Hi-Fi CHELTENHAM Richer Sounds PRC Hi-Fi & Video 0181 769 0466 0161 832 1600 PAIGNTON 01743 241924 01777 870372
AYLESBURY 01253 300599 Audio T 0131 226 3544 0181514 7448 Grahams Hi-Fi Central Radio Upton Electronics Shropshire Hi-Fi
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Best Speaker Cable




Cable Talk scooped the
top honours for Best Cables

in the WHATIHIEFI2 Awards 1996

Interconnects: Monitor 2
Speaker Cables: Talk 3.1

Doesn’t your system
deserve the best?

& Speaker Cables

For further informatio
Cable Talk, Unit 12,;
Business Centre, Ee

lease write to:

farnborough

oor Road,

Fafnborough, HantsiiGU14 7XA.

Tel: 01952 373434 Faxi
Plea§e quote HFC B

i
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Musical Fidelity X-10D ‘CD Enhancer’
The audiophile's ideal stocking filler. When connected between CD player and amplifier
this valve-powered widget ensures that CD players are not overtaxed by the
low-impedance inputs of today's amps. Works best with CD players pos-
sessing high-impedance outputs and low RF emissions, including
" many Philips, Pioneer and Teac models. Also worth trying
between pre and power amps!
£99
Musical Fidelity @& (0181) 900 2866

Marantz ED-3 Edison CD Player

Want to give your missus the horn this Christmas? Give her

two with this super-kitsch CD outfit from Marantz's

Design Series. Underneath one of the gramophone-

style horns sits a CD mechanism featuring a one-

bit DAC and six-Watt amplifier; under the
other there's a receptacle for your loved
one's jewellery and trinkets. Measuring

just 172mm square, the ED-3 is an ideal

dressing-table accessory!

approx £350 (price to be confirmed)

Marantz HiFi UK Ltd & (01753) 680868

@7) rest

Here’s our annual round-up of great gifts for hi-fi fans!

Habitat Moliton Sofa

To enjoy your hi-fi system to the full, you need somewhere seat and scatter cushions, and removable legs. It measures
comfortable to sit. And this sofa from Habitat, just one in their 185 x 72 x 98cm, and is also available as a sofabed.
extensive range, is an ideal posterior-platform. Shown here in £999 (sofa); £1,349 (sofabed)

Cherry finish, it has machine-washable covers, feather-filled Habitat UK Ltd @& (0171) 255 2545
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A Sheffield
Christmas Collection
Having the neighbours
round for drinks
this Christms?

Here's one way
to impress them
with both your

system and your

CD Projects CD Storage
What marks out this extensive new range is
the patented two-pocket DoubleSleeve,

seasonal choice of which allows you to store four CDs and
music. This collection of Yuletide favourites from booklets in the space taken up by one jewel
US audiophile label Sheffield Lab is weighted case. Made from non-stick, heat-resistant
heavily towards piano-led light instrumentals, but polypropylene for maximum kindness to
the sound has all of the company's usual ‘Live your discs, each DoubleSleeve has a clip to
Studio Recordings’ fairy-dust. allow easy swapping between a home stor-
£12 - special Christmas offer until Feb '97. age unit and portable carry case. Available
Wollaton Audio @ (0115) 928 4147 from stores like MVC or by post from the

UK distributor, who will also supply details
of other models available.
RDC-25 home storage unit
(illustrated) £12.99
CC-24 carry case
(illustrated) £9.99

Bib Ltd ®(01442) 233233

Hi-Fi Choice Polo Shirt
Be the envy of the neighbourhood with one
of these superb Hi-Fi Choice polo shirts.
Tailored from 100 per cent cotton, in British
Racing Green with a discreet logo, this gar-
ment will get you served quicker at the pub, win
you new friends and make your hi-fi system
sound fantastic. Probably. Available only in
flattering XL size.
£8.95 inc. p&p
Order form on page 102 of this issue.

Lexicon 500T System Controller
In essence, a ‘programmable touch-
screen computer’ that controls
every facet of a complex hi-fi or
AV system. Masking high-tech
innards behind a user-friendly
graphical interface, the 500T can learn and
transmit as many as 24 commands on the press
of a single button, thanks to multi-step macro com-
mands. Up to three days operation available from
the built-in ni-cad battery pack!

£2,000

Harman Audio @& (0181) 207 5050

The Perfect

Dirty or oxidised sig-
nal connections are £ 55

a common cause of

substandard hi-fi system performance. The \
Perfect Connection (TPC) wipes aim to ban- ) e -
ish grot-related hi-fi blues. Impregnated with a spe-

cial contact-enhancing solution, each TPC wipe should last
long enough to give your whole system the once-over.
Available from XLO dealers throughout Britain.

£1.50 each

Wollaton Audio @ (0115) 928 4147
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Magazines come and go month by
month, their contents often forgotten
soon after the next edition appears.
Hi-Fi Choice’s Best Buy Special gives
you the chance to catch up on a whole

year’s worth of accumulated knowledge, _
- formal review summaries, another 25 reprise

. other highlights of the magazine’s year. There

- were two major Awards ceremonies: one voted

- for by the British public, the other by a

: convocation of European specialist journalists.
Then we have condensed versions of numerous
. systems features printed this year, together with
. a four-page distillation of the myriad

wisdom and opinion.

The core is, of course, the in-depth
comparative review techniques which have
made Choice respected around the world. Since
last January these have generated some 38
Best Buy awards, plus 64 Recommended
flags. To cover all of these — and much more
besides — requires dextrous slight-of-hand and
the application of a gigantic shoehorn. Best Buy
reviews have been summarised into about a
third of their usual space, and Recommended

L2 et 03 ,\

v,

. products précised in one or two paragraphs.
: For more information on the products, why

not use our unique FactsBack service? (Page
. 136.) This will fax you a copy of many reviews
. we have printed in the past few months.

While some 25 pages are devoted to the

- components encountered in.our Sessions

reviews. That you’ll find on page 12, while the

~ rest rolls out from this page onwards. Have fun!
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Loudspeakers

he large number of Best Buy and Recommended speakers is
partly a reflection of the many speaker tests we've carried out
this year, but also that one large group test concentrated on the key
budget miniature sector, during which we re-tested a
number of already-established Best Buys
alongside the latest contenders.
It also reflects the fact that loudspeakers
are much more diverse than other
components — they come in many
different sizes, and with all manner of
| assorted tonal balances too.
Manufacturers often achieve good
consistency across their ranges, but every
manufacturer’s idea of the ‘correct’ tonal
balance is different, and there’s no way
the reviewer can say one is ‘right’ and the
others ‘wrong'. It's partly a matter of
| taste, partly a matter of how loud you
want to play your music (loud music
usually prefers less treble energy), and
what formats you favour (CD sounds
brighter than vinyl, FM radio or TV). And
= consequently loudspeaker diversity
remains firmly on the agenda!

CD Players

D players are still the fastest-changing category of components

in hi-fi. Of the six models to receive Best Buy ratings throughout
the year, only five remain in current production today.

The extant Best Buys tend to be dominated by low-cost players,
but a rich variety of Recommended models provide plenty of
interesting alternatives. The latest mid-price Harman/Kardon
models look like very strong contenders, and more upmarket
entries like the Quad 77 and
Naim CD3 are bringing
fresh credibility to
serious-price CD
replay, as does
Meridian’s
£1,685
508.20 (see
October's
Sessions).

Amplifiers
M any are called but few are chosen. From a total of 21 reviews,

just three received the full Best Buy accolade — one budget,
one mid-price integrated, plus one separate pre-/power combo —
compared to six during 1995. Boosting the numbers a bit, we've
included the findings of our April test on A/V processors. Not strictly
speaking amplifiers (though they do contain amplification), these are
the devices you use to convert a stereo hi-fi system into Dolby Pro-
Logic surround kit, without messing up hi-fi performance.

Happily, once again the half-dozen Recommended

models (plus.a couple more A/V processors)
add some welcome variety, with a cluster
of interesting mid-price and
upmarket contenders from
Audiolab, Densen, Naim,
Cyrus and Creek.

CATEGORY PAGE NUMBER

CD PLAYERS The best digital disc-spinners are here 22

AMPLIFIERS Absolute power that doesn't corrupt 28

TUNERS Airwaves lay themselves open to our best radios 31

TURNTABLES Spin, spin, spin the black vinyl disc

CASSETTE DECKS We've got it taped on these pages

EQUIPMENT STANDS Give your hi-fi the support it needs

LOUDSPEAKERS Speak to me only with thine eyes

SPEAKER STANDS Make your speakers stand to attention

SUBWOOFERS Bass, bass all over the place 53

CABLES Get yourself connected — wire not? 55

HEADPHONES Hi-fi gets personal with in-head entertainment 59

CARTRIDGES Don't let your record deck give you the needle 61

AV PROCESSORS Add the magic of movies to your hi-fi 63

SEPARATES SYSTEMS How to pick and choose good hi-fi 83

AV SYSTEMS How to get the best AV from your hi-fi system 895

£1,000 SYSTEMS Pick 'n’ mix hi-fi don't come much easier 87

LIFESTYLE SYSTEMS Stylish stuff sounding smart 89

EISA WINNERS Europe's favourite hi-fi 91

BFA WINNERS Britain's favourite hi-fi

And the rest

peakers, CD players and
amplifiers might represent
the core of the modern hi-fi
system, but lots of other bits
and pieces are necessary to get
it to sing. There are also
alternative sources like radio
tuners, vinyl discs, or tape (and
disc) recorders. In today’s high
resolution systems, the
connecting cables which link
everything together make an
important contribution, as does
the support furniture for both
the equipment and
smaller speakers.
Subwoofers and
headphones too
have their roles to
play, and we've
checked all of them
out for you, over the
next few pages.
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PHILIPS
D721 £130 |

ook very hard and you might

find a few CD players with
remote control that undercut
this£130CD721 from Philips.
In most cases, however, they
will be discontinued, about to be
discontinued, or of a brand far
less respected than the Dutch
multinational. The Philips name
might not have quite the CD
cachet of a few years back, as
the company has left the quality
hi-fi sector to its Marantz
subsidiary. But it's Philips tech-
nology that drives Marantz
players and a sizeable number
from other sources too, at all
price levels.

The CD721 is closely based
on its popular 720 predecessor,
but now sports resilient feet hid-
den within non-functional shiny
surrounds. It also has quite a lot
incommon with the Marantz
CD46, sharing the Bitcheck
DAC and CDM 12 linear-tracking

KENWOOD
DP-3080 £170

Second cheapestin afive-
strong series of DP models,
the well equipped 3080 from
the house of Kenwood costs
£170. This full-width player is
fairly bulky, though the structure
is quite flimsy, making no con-
cessions to microphony, and few
unnecessary resources appear
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mechanism. The
back panel is stripped
to the bare essentials,

¢ with amains lead

alongside a captive sig-
nal lead terminated in a
phono pair.

The front panel is practi-

¢ caland attractive, with fine fit

and finish, an excellent display
and niceties like a variable-level
headphone socket. The track
skip and scan keys are shared,

¢ with a timer determining which
. function operates; irritatingly,
¢ thescan mutes when it reaches

its higher speed. Note that a still
cheaper sister model, the £120

. CD711,isalsoavailable, the

key difference being that it
lacks remote control (and could
in consequence sound slightly
better).

Lab performance was
generally below average, with

i afairsprinkling of unwanted
spuriae around, though the
i jitter result was well above

average.

: to have been expended inside.

Aesthetics are not a strong

suit. The display characters are
¢ small even though they occupy a

large window, and the controls

: areamish-mash of styles

: cramped into the central section
. ofthe facia, while the right-hand
: endis mostly blank. In feature

. terms there are few hostages to

. fortune. Edit facilities allow tapes
. tobecollated, with peak-level

3oy

@Uy to exposing the dynamic and

=) spatial heart of the music, as
well as reproducing much of the
detail from discs, too. “Some
real bass at least,” said one lis-

Sound quality
rated average,

. whichis afine result
: froma picky panel fora

player that cost way below

. thegroup average. The
5 sound itself is a bit limited, both

in bandwidth and dynamic

. terms, but this player still

retrieves masses of coherent
detail, and is expressive enough

to be an enjoyable experience.

The CD721 may not be

. the most scintillating and

. search, and there are repeat,
. random and search modes.

The business bits include a

: one-bit NPC 5864 converter

¢ and 5841 digital filter, along

: with Kenwood'’s recent

. Advanced High Precision Master
i Clock jitter reduction circuit, and
¢ DRIVE (Dynamic Resolution

Intensive Vector Enhancement,

© no less). Notwithstanding the

name, the latter is an adaptive
low-pass digital filter designed
to reduce distortion on low
level/frequency signals. Lab test
performance wasn’t spectacu-
lar, the saving grace being the
lowest level of jitter among the
group of under-£300 players.
Good panel test results found
our listeners in broad agreement
about a strong, dynamic and up-
front presentation. It came close

communica-
tive player around,
butitis essentially
natural and relaxing,
performing an only slightly
limited task very well indeed. It

: soundsarticulate and open, with
. fewobviouscoloration effects.

. Atthe priceit'saglaringly

: obvious Best Buy.

Philips & (0181) 689 4444

: Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 159

. tener, while another praised the
¢ bright but articulate midrange
: andtreble, and the strong sense
. oftransient attack.

However, some suggested
the Kenwood might not wear too

: well. One felt that while it was

. immediately exciting, it might

. prove a little fatiguing in the long
¢ run. “This player can party —

. buteven parties have to come to
© anend some time. You can have
: too much of a good thing.” Not

. the best match for an aggressive
: system, it was difficult to trip up
¢ inthehands-onsessions, deliv-

ering a broad range of material

with bold, vivid contrasts.
Hereisa £170 player with a

£250-£300 sound — a real sur-

. prise given its modest build

quality. An obvious Best Buy,

. though this player is better suit-

ed to smooth, well controlled

. systems than those with a

bright, edgy character.

¢ Kenwood @ (01923) 816444

Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issuel59
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| CAMBRIDGE AUDIO
CDé6 £300

he Cambridge Audio brand

is now owned by the manu-
facturing arm of the Richer
Sounds group, and while its
products are nominally available
through any retailer via the
group’s Hi-Fi Direct operation, in
practice you're more likely to
find them at a Richer store.

This £300 CD6 CD player
conceals its true nature behind a
bland facia. The graphical disc-
remaining indicator in an other-
wise ordinary back-lit LCD dis-
play adds a touch of originality,
butthe CD6 is more notable for
the basic set of controls on the
player itself. The usual twiddly
bits can of course be accessed
via the remote handset.

Attributed to the design pen
of John Westlake (formerly of
Pink Triangle), thisis an ambi-
tiously specified player, con-
structed internally as separate
analogue and digital sections,

CDP-XE500
wo up from the bottom of a
six-strong range, the £160
CDP-XE500 is equipped with a
one-bit H-Pulse D/A converter,
and features a ‘jog dial’ control
—asmall ratcheted rotary
switch for rapid track selection.

The player has an impressive
roster of gadgets, including pro-
gramme edit, shuffle play, peak
search, and more. The minor
control layout is a bit anarchic,
and the display is too fussy. The
player has sleek lines and the
controls are a peach.
Headphones are only fed a fixed-
level signal, but an optical
digital output is fitted.

The insides of this player
have been through Sony’s finish-
ing school, but the team was so
happy with the original factory
samples that few changes were
made. Our jitter measurement
looks poor, but is largely a func-

HI-FI CHOICE

. with extensive mutual

. screening and ajitter

. lock between them. Highly

i sophisticated power supply

. arrangements include three

. separate transformers and no

. lessthan 14 regulated sections.
¢ Adual-differential D/A converter
: isbuiltaround the Philips

TDA1305, with good quality
wiring. Around the backit's a

© surprise to find full balanced

: AES/EBU outputs in addition to
. the conventional analogue

: phonos, plus a digital electrical
© output (on BNC).

¢ tion of low-

rate hum and

¢ supply-induced compo-
¢ nents — a development of the

power supply would bring

¢ improvement.

Ironically, this near-budget
Sony model out-scored its more
upmarket XESOOE sibling in the
blind listening tests, and individ-

: ual panellists showed agree-
: ment. The following quotes are

typical: “Good vocals with

BEST BUYS

Although the CD6
was thought ‘scrawny’ at
times, most of the com-
ments on this player were
positive, sometimes very
much so. “Rhythmic and
bouncy, with a very strong sense
of togetherness. It actually

| - sounds like a band playing

internal engi-
neering is very simi-
lar to that used in the
Cambridge DacMagic I/ out-
board D/A converter, only here
there’s the additional disc drive
and control mechanism. Lab
performance was decent enough

© across the board (in the context

of a low-cost group of players),

. though some noise modulation

and the particular jitter
characteristic might help explain

- the bright and slightly over-

hyped sound.

plenty of
atmosphere around
the voice, and well timed.

¢ Thisisaclear, incisive player
. that offers a big window onto the

music.” “Very impressive at cap-

¢ turing the scaleand dramaof a

performance and the tension of
a large-scale piece.”
There was criticism of a ‘wall

- of sound’ tendency and a ‘hi-fi-

ish’ quality. Our separate hands-
on work, though, suggested that

. this Sony has a constrained

together”, according to one pan-
ellist. Another described it as:
“the only player so far that
makes musical sense”.

In the hands-on work | found
¢ the CD6 taut and crackling with
. energy, bringing musictolifeina

way that eluded most of the oth-
. ersinthe under-£350 group.
But it needs a good system to
. giveits best, and can sound a bit
raucous in the wrong company.
Ignore the boring styling. Thisis
. athoroughbred CD player that's
: well-honed, highly capable, and
more important still, very enjoy-
: able. With a price tag of just
£300, it's worth seeking out.
Audio Partnership = (0171) 586 5977
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 159

:quality, best

© suited to systems of

. average capability and resolving
power. With a combination of
good resolution and respectable
dynamics, the CDP-XE500

. brings good audio manners to

. this sector of the market.

© Sony=(0181)7841144

* Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issuel59
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KEF REFERENCE SERIES MoODEL FOUR
The Inside Story

Rubler loolated Decoupled

Driver Mownting [nterpert Verted
68" (160smm) Fourth o

Generation Upni-Q®
Driver

Colscides1 1" (2Snmm) S
Falric Dome
Fenafleid Coolid

Tweeter

Desl 10" (2S0smm)
Long Tbrow Basn
Drivers

[N Heavily Gold Plated
Force Cancelling Rod = Feet witl [ntegral

Look inside the new KEF Reference Series Model Four and you’ll understand why it has been hailed as one of the tinest loudspeakers in the

world. You'll find brilliantly innovative design, bristling with advanced fteatures found on no other speaker. No wonder it has met with such
critical acclaim.

“...KEF’s best yet, showing that musicality and neutral “...This speaker has a degree of slam and overall
balance can result from the high-tech and deeply dynamic range associated with the best at two or three
researched designs that KEF is famous for...” times the price...”

“...It1l play loud throughout the range, holding onto its Martin Colloms, Hi-Fi News

fundamental inner balance, one which is recognisably

truthful to the programme input...” ®

The experience
of sound

KEF AND UNI-Q ARE REGISTERED TRADEMARKS. UNI-Q IS PROTECTED UNDER GB PATENT 2 236929. WORLDWIDE PATENTS PENDING
KEF AUDIO (UK) LIMITED, DEPT HFC 3, ECCLESTON ROAD, TOVIL, MAIDSTONE, KENT ME15 6QP. TELEPHONE (01622) 672261



AD’s ‘no compromise’ CD

player,the £370514,is a
fundamentally simple machine
with the familiar grey but slightly
dated-looking facia.
Measurements showed some
differences from previous NADs,
but were entirely satisfactory. Its

CDP-XA2ES

D erived from a number of
very highly regarded prede-
cessors, the £350 CDP-XA2ES
blends old and new chipsinto a
bulky but handsome centre-
load, full-feature-count player.
First class technical perfor-
mance combines with audio-
phile sonics to give a true heavy-

HI-FI CHOICE

i sound quality was very well

i received by the panel, for mak-

: ing every kind of music accessi-
. ble while still conveying the fun
factor. This spacious and invigo-
: rating performanceis a more

i than fair recompense for limited
: features and dour styling.

© NAD = (0181) 343 3240

Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 151

: Factsback 1639

: weight sound quality, sparkling
with detail and confidently han-
i dling the most brutal dynamic

i contrasts. However, despite the
: objective excellence and

: confidence of the sound, there

: also seemed to be a slight lack of
¢ romance in the way the music

i was portrayed.

. Sony @ (0181) 784 1144

. Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 151

i Factsback 1642

RECOMMENDED

o ne of the more idiosyncratic

and characterful CD players

: you can buy, Naim’s £978 CD3

: is the least expensive of the com-
. pany'srange. It looks slim and

i smart, and features a manually-

. operated hinged-drawer loading
. tray, in which a magnetic puck

. securesthedisc. The CD3 is also
: unusual forusing a ‘classic’ 16-

hisupmarketplayer s actu-

ally a simplified version of the
flagship CD- 15, featuring high-
class components and luxury
build in aslim but unusually wide
case. Lab performance was
impressive in everything but digi-
talimage suppression. Sound

i Ontest, the excellence of this

i technology was confirmed by a

: top-notch lab-test performance.
: c urrently representing the pin- :
: nacle of JVC's CD aspirations
¢ hereinthe UK, the £300 XL-

i Z674 is afully-featured

: machine with a whole load of

. innertechnical refinements as
. well. Theseinclude the K2 opti-
. calinterface and the latest PEM
. (pulse edge modulation) DAC.

The sound is unfailingly smooth
and even-handed, though some-

i times the detail, delicacy and

passion of the musical experi-

{ ence become a little diluted
i alongthe way.

. Ve = (0181) 450 3282

i Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 151

i Factsback 1637

, ool

I

i bitfour-times oversampling

: DAC. The sound quality was

: found to be favourable, and is
¢ characteristically Naim, with
: powerful bass, almost aggres-
. sivetimingand coherent but

i slightly coloured midband.

i Recommended, but it needs to
: be matched carefully to

¢ individual systems.

© Naim @ (01722) 332266

¢ Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 155

¢ Factsback 1765

: quality was well liked, attracting
: only minor criticisms but not the
i most fulsome praise — ‘quite’

¢ and ‘fairly’ often cropped up. The
CD-17 has obvious musical tal-
i ents, and promises consistently

i good results with a wide range of
: systemsand musical tastes.

. Marantz = (01753) 680868

i Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 155

i Factsback 1763

BEST BUYS 1996 25



Real Sound

:
ANE

For a real colour brochure please contact
Castle Acoustics Limited, Park Mill, Shortbank Road, Skipton, North Yorkshire BD23 2TT, England

Tel. (01756) 795333 Fax. (01756) 795335




he 77 is priced at £900 as a

complete standalone player,
but purchasers of Quad 77 amps
can opt for a bus-only version —
and save £200. This is a slim,
compact package, smartly fin-
ished in a very attractive tex-
tured grey, but with control
ergonomics varying from the
excellent to the odd. The Crystal

FL8300

his £300 FL8300 CD multi-

player uses a large carousel-
type loading mechanism, which
makes it very easy to identify
and change four of the five discs

it holds. The player feels suitably
. Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 156

solid, and sounds that way too,

HI-FI CHOICE

: 4328 Delta Sigma convertor

¢ chip turns in a pretty satisfactory
. lab performance, and sound

© quality was better still, thanks

¢ mainly to a particularly seduc-

¢ tive midrange and the organic

. way it tackled complex material.
. Thatsaid, with really dense,

: complicated music, a touch of

congestion began to become

: apparent.
: Quad = (01480) 451777
. Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 155

i with clean, tuneful bass and an
¢ open, deep soundstage.

The treble sounds sweet and
natural too, and if the midband

sometimes seems a little tired,
. thisisstill a very acceptable-
sounding multiplayer at an

affordable price.
Harman/Kardon = (01908) 317707

¥ sony

RECOMMENDED

CDP-XE900 £3b0

his key model in Sony’s

recently-introduced CDP
range features the unique ‘fixed
laser’ disc drive and has also
undergone an extensive pro-

: gramme of 40 modifications —
. some quite extensive —to
¢ widen its UK audiophile appeal.

Lab performance was excellent,

SHERWO0O0D
CD-4030R

mported by a Richer Sounds
subsidiary, the £140

Sherwood CD-4030R looks
i rather old-fashioned with a very
fussy front panel, although the

range of facilities on offer is not

unusually wide. There's nothing
i particularly unusual either about
: the combination of Yamaha digi-
. tal filter and Philips bitstream

515 £350

t's cheap at £350, but NAD'’s

515 carousel-type CD multi-
player nevertheless managed to
combine serious listening plea-
sure with multi-disc conve-
nience. Soundstaging is not its
strongest point, but rigorous
attention to detail is combined
with considerable musical com-
petence to make a great com-
panion for music lovers. A

. but the listening tests brought

. disappointing and inconsistent
: results. It turned out that the 48-
¢ hour warm-up period had not
really been enough, and the

: Sony continued to show lower

. coloration and greater subtlety
. overthe next several days —

: enough to merit

: Recommendation.

: Sony = (0181) 784 1144

. Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 159

i conver-

¢ tor, and while

: thelab measurements

. were unexceptional, they do

i indicate a palatable sound quali-
. ty. This was very much the case

. in practice, for while the 4030R

. failed to greatly excite listeners, it
. never offended either, delivering

. arelaxing, easy-on-the-ear, very

satisfactory presentation.

: Hi-Fi Direct @ (0171) 586 5977

. Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issuel59

: mature sounding multiplayer,
. the NAD firmly deserves

Recommended status.

- NAD @ (0181) 343 3240
i Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 156
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Orelle

Audiophile
Component

ORELLE
SA100

orelle is arelatively new brand
on the scene, but has rapidly
built itself a reputation for equip-
ment capable of mixing it with the
high end, at prices that are con-
siderably more affordable. This
£450 SA100 integrated amplifi-
erisn't the only Orelle to have
picked up a Best Buy flagin
Choice this year: the CD-100SE
CD player received a similar
accoladeinissue 155, though
sadly, that componentis no
longer available.

ThisSA100is a 50W integrated
design, which promotes simplicity
as avirtue, even to the point of
ignoring vinyl disc replay. The
slim front panel sets the tone,
with just volume, on/off, input
selection and tape monitoring.
Internally, it's direct coupled
throughout, with no capacitors
in the signal path. Power comes
viaa 200VA transformer, and is
delivered through a MOSFET
outputstage. Thewholeamp s
mounted on a single PCB, with
no messy extraneous wiring.

Lab performance is generally
competent or better, though dis-
tortion does rise a little towards
high frequencies, and power
delivery is somewhat con-
strained into very low
impedance loads.

The high-frequency
distortion is at least
consistent, while
channel balance is
excellent, with low noise
and only mild suscepti-
bility to RF interference.

A clear favourite in the
listening tests, the SA100

28 BEST BUYS 1996

SA-100

Integrated Amplifier

was notonly liked by all panellists,
italso elicited good agreement
from the various individuals over
its characteristics, including:
“musically rewarding”, “tight”,
and “tidy”. All commented on
the clarity, humanity and diction
of voices, and the way it was

. possibleto distinguish exactly
: how many backing singers were
: onatrack. Furthermore, the

voices never wavered, regard-

less of the musical complexity.
The only quibble was a touch

of coarseness in the upper mid/

5 lower treble, which is unlikely to
. bea problem unless other com-

ponents in the system share the
same characteristic. It comes
across as a slight brittleness on

: voices, with a touch of glare and

lack of body. There was a great

© sense of orchestral scale, good

detail and control, and fine, neu-

tral, extended and weighty bass.
Orelle has made one hugely

enjoyable amp, which will keep

. everything musical in order.

Orelle = (0181) 8109388
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 154
Factsback 1749

Volume

- MOTH
THIRTY SERIES

his amp was reviewed sub-
jectively as one in a four-

¢ strong group of pre-/power amp

combos clustered around the
£1,000 mark. All gave good
accounts of themselves, but the
Moth stood ahead of the group
in sound-for-your-pound terms,
and set a rare example of dis-

¢ creet, compact packaging.

The test amplifier consisted

. offive separately-cased mod-
. ules, all quite deep at 34cm, but

very slim and narrow with it. The

: £349 preamp and its outboard

100 VA power supply are only

- ten-cm wide and six-cm high.
: The £879 stereo power amplifi-

er section consists of two
monoblok amps plus a third
module containing a shared

£1,228 |

power supply; again these are
only six-cm high but, this time,
15-cm wide.

As well as being strikingly
compact, the preampis also
noticeably minimalist. Three un-
labelled controls (volume, input
selector and tape monitor) and
an illuminated dot are the only

. adornments on the facia. The

pre handles four line inputs (on
phono sockets) plus an infout

. tape recorder connection —on

a DIN this time, because there
isn’t enough room for four more
phonos! Vinyl users will be
pleased to find they’re not
ignored, though the additional
preamp module you need does

: cost extra.

The appearance might be
downrightunassuming, but the
Thirty Series’ performance will
make you sit up and take notice.




From these modest cases
emerged a big, bold presenta-
tion that was immediately
involving. For instance, on
Doctor John's | Know What I've
Got, the piano rang out and res-
onated magnificently, exciting
the air in the room with uncom-
mon authority. The brass section
pierced the mix with gusto but
without unnatural stridency,
while bass and drums laid a
solid foundation for the band to
build upon. And in the middle of
all this bigness and boldness, the
Mothsstill managed to extract
subtle detail and nuance.

They certainly didn't falter
when asked to rock’n’roll, con-
veying the varied rhythms and
feels on a Black Grape album
with ease and determination.
Whatever the music, the
strength of the Thirty Series
amplifiers seemed to be afinely
judged balance rather than
excellence in specific areas.
Across-the-board competence
and groove-ability enabled them
to portray myriad genres with
aplomb. Allin all, a most worthy
Best Buy.

Moth @ (01234) 741152
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 155

ffectively an update of the
ever-popular 8O00A con-
cept, the £700 8000S costs

RECORD

HI-FI CHOICE

Tested with other amps
costing up to £350, this
Rotel sells for £120, which was
: way below the group average,
right down in the true budget
sector — a typical contender in
: the ‘my first amplifier’ stakes.

Rotel has been very success-
ful over the years, with both low-
budget ‘starter’ amps and more

. audiophile-oriented variations
thereof. The company’s models
have UK design input in the
selection of sound-quality ori-
ented components in critical
parts of the signal path, and in
earthing arrangements.

The 920AX isn'tas minimalist
as some Rotels, but neither is it
overburdened with frills and

. features. There are tone controls

: here, butthese are claimed to
provide ‘sensible’ rather than
extreme response tuning.

Besides the volume, balance
and input selector, there's a

: more, and ditches the vinyl disc
i input(available separately as the :
: 8000PPA) and tone controls. :
© However, it adds a remote hand-

: setand microprocessor control,
. plus considerable future-proofing :

INPUT

headphone socket and a tape
monitor switch. Inputs are avail-
able for vinyl record players
(moving-magnet cartridges),
three line-level sources, and a
tape recorder in/out set. A single
set of loudspeaker binding posts
lurks round the back.

Lab tests confirmed that
power output is significantly less
than that available from, say,
Rotel's 930AX, but there’s still
around 50 Watts per channel,
with sufficient current in reserve
to handle difficult loudspeaker
loads. Distortion rises somewhat
towards high frequencies, but
overall this is solid engineering
at a very attractive price. The lis-
tening panel gave the 920AX a
warm reception, but perhaps
lukewarm is a better description
of their ‘good enough but safe’
reactions. In one panelist's
words: “It's an amp that does
everything right butin a safe and
sometimes unexciting manner.”
Nonetheless, it was one of the
few models in the group that

. tapped into the emotional con-
: tentof ourclassical selections.

It also sounded good with a

small-scale acoustic recording,

. givingan accurate and well bal-

¢ anced portrayal of voices and

¢ guitaraccompaniment. With

. feisty rock material, opinion was

a little more divided, as the bass

. sounded just a little ‘fat’ and

: could have been tighter and

. faster, though it remained fun-
: damentally tuneful.

At this very modest price, it's

: very impressive that the 920AX

managed to sound coherent and
reasonably well detailed most of

. thetime. Itlost the plot slightly

in some complex passages, and

¢ could sound a little veiled com-

pared to top-flight models, but

. soldiered on and maintained a
. good perspective on whatever

music was played. Basically, the

920AX is a real hi-fiamp, and at
: £120itrepresents a Best Buy.

: Gamepath = (01908) 317707

. Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 157

Factsback 1808

RECOMMENDED

. flexibility via a mode selector.

Lab performance is pretty good
all round, with more than 70
Watts available into eight Ohm
loads. The sound quality isa
good all-round compromise,

: with fine tonal neutrality and

i detail retrieval, even if does sound .
. alittle staid and sober at times.

© Audiolab &2 (01480) 52521

Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 154

i Factsback 1740
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DENSEN
BEAT B-100 £600

Asolid and hefty integrated
amp, in a sharply-tailored
alloy case adorned with just two
large gold knobs, the £600 Beat
B-100 follows the British trend
towards amplifier

till echoing styling cues first

established 20-odd years
ago, the £260 314 looks aus-
tere and purposeful, yet retains a
fair quota of features. It's rated
at only two times 35 Watts, yet
we managed to get over 50
Watts in the lab, and very short

30 BEST BUYS 1996

minimalism, but s,

in fact, of Danish

origin. Lab perfor-

mance was respect-

able enough, rating

60 Watts into eight

Ohms, while the sound quality
seemed to get better and better
as the sessions progressed, suc-

: gf@"””'éwosa

bursts of up to 180 Watts are
available under transient condi-
tions. “Not exactly.neutral, but
neither is it neutered,” was a typi-
cal comment on an amp that

might be a little too colourful for :

some. Ultimately and more
importantly, though, it made
listening to music a lot of fun.
NAD = (0181) 343 3240

Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 157

CREEK :
P42/A42  £335 (EACH)

ersatility is a key feature of

this conventionally-attired,
full-width Creek combo. Our
subjective review was based on
aminimalist P42 preamp (vinyl
included), plus two A42 stereo
power amps (50 Watts per
channel) in bridged-mono mode.
Configured thus they give two
times 150 Watts; four times 50

ceeding through tight control
and subtlety rather than creat-
ing a strong initial impression.

PRE/POWER £1,150

With gorgeous ‘half width’
cast-alloy casework, plus
a full system remote control
straight out of Star Wars, this
Cyrus combo certainly heads the
style council. The £650 Pre and
£500 Power give two times 50
Watts' power, but extra £300
PSX-R power supplies can be

NAIT 3 £550

Itra-slimline casework and

green illumination distin-
guish Naim’s only integrated
amp. The £550 Nait 3 is rated
at a modest 30 Watts per chan-
nel, and delivered a rather quirky
lab performance. Performance
may be upgraded by adding the
Flat Cap power supply. Vinyl-

Watts bi-amped is another
option. This amp proved very
sensitive to connecting cables.
It really started working well
with DNM reson, giving a coher-
ent performance that was full of
life and delicate detail, yet
proved quite capable of reaching
thoroughly unhealthy sound
pressure levels without sacrific-
ing control.

Creek & (0181) 3614133

Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 155

Densen = (01582) 561227 { /?Qy;l l,%

\Mi”!@

Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 154
Factsback 1742

added to improve quality. Micro-
processor control adds a slickness
rare in audiophile products, but
the three-mm speaker sockets
were a bitof a pain with fat cables.
The sound could be more mus-
cular, but is punchy enough to
perk up laid-back speakers, yet
has the grip and refinement not
to sound too effusive.

Cyrus = (01480) 451777

Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 155

HEEOM
ready and remote control
(£725) versions are available.

The sound per se may lack
strict neutrality, but the Nait's
very superior control of musical
tempi comfortably convinced
the panel that it is inherently
superior to most of the
competition.

Naim @ (01722) 332266
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 154
Factsback 1748
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riced a little above the true

budget sector, Harman/
Kardon’s TU950 rings up a fair-
ly modest £200 on the cash
register, and provides plenty of
features to sweeten the pill.
RDS provides useful station
identification, while a total of
30 presets can store FM, MW
and LW stations.

The styling is resolutely main-

stream, but a dimmable display

TUNER/DAC  £700/£750

hough itis prosaic in both

name and appearance, this
tuner'sinternal architectureis
most unusual. It's more truly
digital than the ubiquitous ‘digi-
tal synthesis’ models, thanks to
an internal analogue-to-digital
converter (ADC), which takes
the demodulated (analogue)
audio signal and digitises it. This
process removes the pilot and
subcarrier tones at 19kHz and
38kHz: the digital encoding
process effectively acts as an
elaborate but very efficientfilter.

The Tuner has its own built-in
D-to-A, to convert the post-filtered
audio signal back into the analo-
gue signals that amplifiers and
speakers recognise. However, a
digital outputis also available

HI-FI CHOICE

is a very worthwhile bonus.

Manual and automatic (scan)
tuning are both available,
though the latter proved reluc-
tant to stop at important stations
with strong signals. Perhaps
this was because the H/K's scan
rate was faster than most of
its rivals’.

Once properly locked in, the
TU950 quickly made up for its
auto-scan petulance. It lacked
the rich tonal balance of more
expensive and refined models,
but didn’t exhibit the wasted,

allowing an external DAC to b2
i used as an option. Micromega'’s
: matching DAC costs £750.

Lab tested performance was

rather unimpressive considering
. the£700/£750 price-tag, but

bleached textures often found in
budget tuners. Voices, for
instance, were articulate, free
from sibilant emphasis and of
reasonable depth.

A live Radio Three orchestral
broadcast portrayed musical
contrasts with appropriate
detail and muscle. And if the
strings on a Classic FM broad-
cast sounded steely and for-
ward, checkingagainst refer-
ences showed it was the broad-
caster's fault. Nonetheless, the
TU950 avoided sounding art-

less, even on poor broadcasts,

: while clearly reflecting the quality
. of better broadcast material.

Rock was carried alongon a
weighty bass with lively but
controlled treble, convincingly
conveying the power of rhythm

: sections.

Technical tests revealed high

¢ sensitivity coupled with good

immunity fromadjacentchan-
nels, FM image stations and AM
spuriae. Harmonic distortion
levels were below average.

Like mostinexpensivetuners,
the TU950 became less com-
fortable as the playback volume
increased, but it still managed
better than most.

Therefore, despite the limita-
tionsinherent in a sub-£200
tuner, the overall competence
and easy-going sound quality of
the H/K TU9S50 clearly merit a
Best Buy rating.

Harman/Kardon = (01908) 317707
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 157
Factsback 1254

RECOMMENDED

: The Tuner really came into its own in
. thelisteningroom, where it delivered
i adelightful sound, refreshingly free
. of reminders that the source was FM
i radio, and with a particularly

: appealingopen midband. The addi-

: tion of DAC made a slight fur-
: therimprovement, worth-
while forthe serious enthusiast.
| Micromega & (0181) 502 1416

i Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 157

i Factsback 1810
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'SPACEDECK £1,425

he bluff appearance gives

some hint to the battleship
engineering underlying the
£750 Nottingham Analogue
Spacedeck — tested with the
£450 Space tonearm and the
£225 Tracer Il cartridge as a
£1,425 package, which
increased in price shortly after
our original review.

This deck does away with
any form of suspension, and
features a high mass platter
driven by a low power motor. An
integral outrigger supports the
unipivot tonearm — built like a
tank, but more shapely — while
everything sits on a marble
effect plinth. The Tracer Il is a
tweaked Len Gregory moving
magnet cartridge, and that's it.
There are no fancy powe
supplies or other tweaks, and if
you wantadustcover,finda
sheet of foam.

Spacedeck by name and
also by nature, as the repro-
duced music is given stunning
amounts of air, in a soundstage
that goes way beyond mere
holography. The bass sounds
controlled and ‘right’, yet
plumbs depths few suspended
decks can reach, and above all

HI-FI CHOICE

‘ there's the downright honesty
. and freedom from artifice — it's

enough to tempt you to blow-
torch your CD collection.
The seven nominated test

¢ discs came and went, followed

by one of those extensive trawls

: through the entire vinyl collec-

tion, in which all manner of
cherished discs are exhumed
and replayed.

How does it sound? It just

¢ sounds like music. If you're

dead serious about vinyl, the
Best Buy Spacedeck is one of
the first real ports of call.
Nottingham Analogue = (01773) 762947

. Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 159

RECOMMENDED

RADIUS 3 £1,170

Recently upgraded to mk3

status, the £470 Radius 3

i combines with the £420

. Tabriz-Zitonearm, £130 Corus
Black moving magnet cartridge
: and RokDSU power supply to

. create astylish £1,170 record

i player. Itachieves a most suc-

i cessful balance between conve-
. nience and sound quality. Tidy,
. fast, ordered bass, with excel-

. lent definition and pace, under-
: pins a forward, detailed but

i slightly cramped midband.

This deck pushed the sound-

i stage forward, making music

¢ immediate and exciting.

: Combine the Radius 3 with a

: forward sounding amp and

. speakers, however, and you may
: end up with too much zing. On

i theother hand the balance

i comes quite close to a typical CD
. player's presentation, so the
fresh, crisp delivery might prove
. ideal for those struggling to get

. the best out of both formats.

© Roksan @ (01480) 451777

i Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 159
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nly the unenlightened would

fail to spot the similarities
between the Reson RS1 (E675
incarm and cartridge) and a cer-
tain turntable from Systemdek.
Reson is a Swiss distributor/
manufacturer/tweaker, and the
turntable part of the RS started
out as a Systemdek 1, prior to
undergoing Karlev Audio modifi-
cations. These includefitting a
DNM Rota motor, driven by an
external plug-top power supply,
an expensive smoothing capaci-
tor, and a special, white, ‘budget
Ringmat’ platter mat. The loose-
fitting double-decoupled ton-
earm here is codenamed Mita,
and is based on the Rega
RB250 design, while the Aciore
cartridgeisderived from a
Goldring moving-coil design.
Everything comes already set up
(with great precision).

The RS1 might defy most
established turntable thinking
— but it triumphs almost every
time! No other deck in our five-
strong group could match its
detailed midband, which was
first class. Away from the mid-
band the sound was less impres-
sive: bass was tight but dropped
away early, and high frequen-

HI-FI CHOICE

! ciessounded ragged at times.

As aresultthe RS1 sounded

. stunning on some discs and with
: some instruments, but less so on
. others. It's capable of delivering

: oneof the most authentic violin

¢ sounds around, but the intro-

¢ duction of a synthesiser can

: make itas sharp as lemon juice.

Usinga DNM table in place of

our usual Mana made the sound
less bassy, but faster and better
focussed in the upper bass —a
classic example of system syner-
gy, inthe way the DNM and
Reson components worked
towards the same goal.

This only goes to show that
the RS1 is no ordinary record
player. Its presentation is too

individualistic and idiosyncratic
to suit every buyer, but for those
who are on the same sonic
wavelength, it's something to

get truly passionate about.

Given the affordable price
tag, a Best Buy rating seemed
mandatory.

Virtual Reality = (01277) 227355
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 159

RECOMMENDED

ystemdek’s £500 2X2 is
based on the longstanding

: lIX, but with acrylic inner and

: outer platters added to an easi-
. ly-adjusted suspension system
¢ and a new plinth. No specific

¢ armsand cartridges are

. offered, and a Roksan Tabriz
arm took the stage for our tests,
i butthe deck has been designed
. to be used with anything from a
: Moth to an SME. The expres-

. sive and refreshingly open

. sound was characterised by

: unfettered dynamics. Slightly
© favouring classical and

: acoustic material, it always

: sounded comfortably neutral,

. and delivered fine stereo

. soundstaging with great stabil-
: ity as music became more

: complex. It's capable of superb
: soundstaging, and makes the

: most of recordings with real

i depth. When neutrality and

resolution combine in this way,
Recommendation is a must!

i Systemdek @ (01294) 271251
. Reviewed Hi-FiChoice, issue 159
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ver the years he’ll take your car, your
hard earned cash and years off your life. Do
you really think it will be any different with
your Arc

We can confidently predict that you will
enjoy the top quality sound of your Arcam
Hi-Fi separates for many years to come.

It’s a simple enough prediction, when you
consider just how hard we work to produce
Hi-Fi of the highest quality.

Like any good parent, we ensure that our
little treasures go out into the world with every
advantage.

So, before we bid a tearful farewell, the
Hi-Fi produced at our Cambridge factory must
pass the most rigorous set of tests, checks and
double checks. This means that each Arcam
separate is blessed with a long, active and

oductive life.

Then again, sonic excellence and
reliability are bound to feature on all Arcam
products, since we design them in from the
outset.

A very pleasing aspect of all this dedication
is that year after year our products make us
rather proud with lots of top Hi-Fi industry
awards.

So, do keep a close eye on Junior. He also
knows quality when he hears it. (Well, you
can’t really blame the little angel for inheriting

ur good taste!)

On the other hand, you could invest in a
lesser Hi-Fi system than Arcam...

But why deprive yourself, never mind

future generations?

ARCAM

Return the coupon below to: Arcam, Pembroke Ave.
Waterbeach, Cambridge CB5 9PB, England.
v telephone: (01223) 203203 (24 hours)

e-mail: custserv@arcam.co.uk

Please send me information on: (Please tick)
Arcam amplifiers O Arcam CD players 0
Arcam tuners 10 Arcam home cinema Q
Arcam DACs 1 all Arcam products
and the name of my nearest authorised dealer.
First Name

Surname

Addre

Postcode
SON HFC B.B/96

In Australia: Stolmack Audio Pty. Lid., PO. Box 1 9, St. /Ives, N.S.W., 2075. Tel: (2) 440 8755,
In Canada: Esnerald Audio : ces, Sussex P.O. Box 19016,
720 Spadina Avenue, Suite 100A, Toronto, , M58 3C9. Tel: (416) 596 7657.
In New Zealand: Avalon Audio, 587 M;) en Rd., Auckland. Tel: (649) 638 9000.
In South Africa: Hi-Fi Specialists, Durban Road 155, Bellville. 7535. Tel: (21) 946 1441.




| DE}
DRM-550

5uccessortothe Award-win-
ning DRM-540, the DRM-

550 shares a£160 price and

generous feature count, includ-

ing Dolbys B, C and HX Pro, plus

headphone volume control and

a timer standby switch.

Styling has been cleaned up
and cams have replaced sole-
noids in the tape transport (this
can still be a bit clunky, howev-
er). There's even an infra-red
remote control receiver!
Measured performance and
sound quality were both below
average, but then so was its

TD-R472
ost high-quality cassette
decks are uni-directional,
butJVC's £200TD-R472isa
serious attempt to combine high
quality performance with an
auto-reverse capability.

TC-KE600S £300

he high-class TC-KE600S

includes a number of
advanced technological fea-
tures, and has undergone Sony
UK’s component optimisation

HI-FI CHOICE

price in the group context — the
550 rather suffered by compari-
son with more expensive mod-
els. Itdidn't give of its best with
Type IV (metal) tapes, but
seemed well matched to Type Il
(chrome) software, with good
midband analysis. It worked
best of all with pre-recorded

All the usual features are pre-
sent, but this deck is distin-
guished by an higher than aver-
age record-bias frequency. Lab
testing showed no serious weak-

© nesses, though performance
¢ varied somewhat according to

: programme, all in the name of :
i maximumsound quality. Despite i
. some speed instability and auto :
¢ set-up alignment problems, this
. three-head Dolby S deck still

¢ managed to sound rather good.
¢ Sony = (0181) 784 1144

: Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, isstie 158

material. You're bound to run
into some performance limita-
tionsin any £160 cassette deck,
but the Denon has an essential
spark of musical integrity which
transcends its problems and jus-
tifies the Best Buy rating.

Denon = (01753)

888447 Reviewed

Hi-Fi Choice, issue

Technics

tape type, and

seemed happi-

est with good

quality ferrics.

Sound quality

was rated ‘pleasant but bland’,
with no serious criticisms, but
some preference for Dolby B
over Dolby C. Assuming our
errant first sample was atypical,
this deck offers performance
commensurate with its price,
even without considering the
auto-reversecapability. The
undoubted value of the latter
elevates it to Best Buy status.
JVC = (0181) 450 3282

Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 158

s arelatively up-market
deck at £300, Technics's

RS-AZ7 justifies its price tag

with several high-tech features,
including a Virtual Battery power

i supply. The most interesting is a
i completely new replay-head
approach, using an amorphous-
i Zthin-film head and magneto-

resistive technology.
Good lab-testresults, except

atextreme high frequencies,

¢ were accompanied by exception-
al listening test findings. “Doesn’t
i sound like a cassette deck” was

i oneapposite quote. The hands-

i on work confirmed superior bass
¢ and midband performance, and
general lack of cassette waffle

¢ and bloom delivered by this new

¢ ‘thin-film’ approach. This con-

i firms the Technics as an

unreserved Best Buy.
Technics & (0990) 357357

: Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 158

RECOMMENDED

he KX-490 puts quality
before quantity with its

basic two-head mechanism,
i though remote control is a

worthwhile bonus. Even though

: our sample was somewhat com-

promised by slight flutter, sound

. quality is fundamentally good,
. offeringa clean, open style of

music-making.

Yamaha = (01923) 233166
" Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice issue 158
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With Cinema DSP, you’ll be amazed at

what comes out of the woodwork.

e —————————————

Bats screech overhead. Wolves howl in the distance. And footsteps crunch across your =~ CINEMA DSP
living room floor.

No, it’s not your imagination. You're hearing sounds placed around the room, just as the
director intended.

All courtesy of Yamaha Cinema DSP. The home theatre technology that gives dialogue
more definition. Music, more dimension. And sound effects, more graphic detail.

Only Yamaha Cinema DSP creates phantom speakers that fully replicate the experience
you get in multi-speaker movie theatres. It sounds so real, in fact, you'll swear you hear Musigll
sounds in places that you don’t even have speakers. ‘

As you might imagine, a breakthrough like this is no small feat. It’s accomplished by
multiplying the effects of Digital Sound Field Processing and Dolby Pro Logic.®

Digital Sound Field Processing is Yamaha's unique technology that electronically recreates some of the finest performance venues
in the world. And Dolby Pro Logic is the technology responsible for placing sound around the room, matching the dialogue and
sound effects with the action on the screen.

Together, these two technologies allow Yamaha to offer a complete range of home theatre components that outperform other
comparatively priced products on the market.

Stop by your local Yamaha dealer for what could be a very eerie demonstration. Maybe we can'’t talk you into a system, but that

doesn’t mean we can'’t scare you into one.

For your local Yamaha Dealer telephone: (01923) 233166.

gk Sl iny Yamaha
- Cinema DSP

creates phantom
speakers. It sounds
so real, you'll swear
s you hear sounds in
4 s/ places you don’t
I\l Effects

N even have speakers.

_ Phantom Speakers

To: Yamaha Electronics (UK) Ltd. 200 Rickmansworth Road, Watford, Herts. WD1 7]S. Tel: (01923) 233166
Please send me full information on Yamaha Hi-Fi Components and A/V Range.
Name .. .. Address ...




MANA o
SOUND TABLE/FIVE LEVEL

AMPLIFIER STAND £600

ana Acoustics Sound
Tables in various forms

have long been favourites with
Choice people. They may not
have been the first to demon-
strate that equipment supports
matter, but they were the first to
show how important they can be.

This £600 five-tier Amplifier
Stand is a representative exam-
ple of an almost infinitely flexible
system, combining glass and
laminate shelves with hardened
steel spikes and open metal
framework to give all manner of
upgrade paths. The prices are
high, set-up is fiddly and time
consuming, and the kitisonly
available direct from the manu-
facturer, but Mana customers

op prize for ease of set-up!

The Base is a tripod-based
modular affair, using Base 01
isolation platforms on top of
each shelf. Our four-level stack
came to a total of £460. But the
sound quality is well up near the
front of the pack, managing to
sound both lively yet easy going
at the same time. Rhythm and
timing were spot on and the bal-
ance essentially neutral too.
Audiophile Furniture & (01342) 826262
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 151
Factsback 1633

ECg ‘
MM[W e
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keep going back for more. The
secret is the way these supports
seem to improve the sound of
every component placed on

. them, and making for an alto-

gether more vivid and entertain-
ing experience.

Mana = (0181) 4290118

Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 151
Factsback 1633

SOUNDSTYLE e
SELECT X6105 £300

A striking-looking piece of fur-

niture, this new £300 five-

. shelf Sefect model from

i Soundstyle uses four large tubu-
: larlegs, one ateach corner, with
. rectangular cross-members sup-

porting the glass shelves. A lus-

trous paintfinishis availablein a
i selection of colours. Set-up is

¢ simple and the end result reas-

. suringly stable. The sound is
slightly bright and lacking in fine
i resolution but has good timing

¢ andoverall balance.

. Soundstyle = (01284) 701101

Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 151

i Factsback 1633

A simple and elegant modular
support system, the four-
shelf Q4 costs £200, and further
shelves are available at £50
each. Cherry-wood-veneered
MDEF shelves confer high domes-
tic acceptability, and are sup-
ported and spaced by fouralu-
minium rods, normally 140mm
long, but also available in
100mm and 180mm lengths.
Set-up is easy enough, and
in use this stand delivered a
sound which was essentially

neutral, avoiding undue empha-

sis of any part of the spectrum.
Bass was full-blooded and artic-
ulate, the mid-range clear and
balanced, and the treble clean

and well ordered. If it lacks the

ultimate incisiveness of the

Mana experience, it's easy to

. set-up and less likely to expose
¢ the limitations of your system,
. and therefore an obvious Best

Buy at £200.

Quadraspire = (01634) 296615
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 151
Factsback 1633

RECOMMENDED

UND ORGANISATION [Bi

H so
8 7028 |

£135 B

back-to-basics model from

the brand which introduced
the whole idea of equipment
table ‘sound’, this five-tier pack-

: agecosts a very inexpensive

© £135. Assembly is straightfor-
: ward, and sound quality ison

. the lively side of neutral, with

: some loss of bandwidth

. extremes. Butit's good value

. nonetheless, and well suited to

modest equipment.

Sound Organisation = (01284) 701101
i Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 151
: Factsback 1633

|

vailable in several varia-
tions, the standard B5

comes in regulation black with
: wooden shelves at£185,

though our sample had the
deluxe finish and glass shelves
at£224. Sound quality is
impressive too, with good grip,
plenty of weight; it's clean at the
top end and realistically dynamic.
Target = (01582) 401244

Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 151
Factsback 1633
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CASTLE
HARLECH £850

Castle's Harlech might be
relatively pricey at £850,

but it's still exceptional value,
with a fine wood-veneer finish,
alarge and complex floorstand-
ing cabinet, and two classy cast-
frame drivers.

Although it operates as a
two-way design, an extra main
driver is mounted on the top
pointing upwards, which does
much to increase the spacious-
ness of the sound. The drivers
operate under ‘quarter wave’
loading, which has some simi-
larities to horn loading. The (two)
waves are terminated in a narrow
but precise slot between plinth
and enclosure, partly augment-
ing the bass but also providing
superior diaphragm control.

The in-room balance is mostly
very positive. The bottom end is
a bit detached and lumpy, and
the speaker needs to be sited
clear of walls, but the midband
is impressively flat, smooth and

40 BEST BUYS 1996

well judged, and the treble is
wellintegrated, too.

The Harlech came out as the
overallfavouritein the listening
sessions, near or at the top of
most individual lists. The sound
is bigand generous in the way it
fills the room, yet also delicate
and light on its feet, with fine
dynamic range and tension,
bringing through a convincing
acoustic with appropriate
recordings.

Superior bottom-end control
makes the bass tuneful with
good timing, even if itis a bit
uneven and lacking in sheer
power and authority. The balance
might be a bit forward and up-
front for some tastes, and the
treble a bit exposed for some CD
players, but the whole is much
greaterthan the parts here.

Above all, the Harlech is an
exceptionallyentertainingand
enjoyable musical experience at
a very realistic price, and an
obvious Best Buy.

Castle = (01756) 795333
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 160

DM302 £130

n the company’s first ‘budget

miniature’ forsomeyears, B&W
has come up with a very clever
way of using plastics moulding
technology to engineer a perfor-
mance advantage for this £130
DM302. ‘Prism’ is the name
given to a rear-panel moulding,
which looks like the interior of an
anechoic chamber (from inside
the box, thatis), with large
intruding wedges. The idea is to
break up, distribute and dis-
perse the ‘first reflection’ sound-
waves from the back of the main
driver cone.

Although not everyone’s
favourite by any means, the 302
attracted little serious criticism,
and therefore emerged as one of
the most notable successes of
the blind listening tests. Voices
do sound just a little shut in, but
aclose-to-ideal overall balance
is a major bonus for starters.

There are, however, limitations
to what such low-cost engineer-
ing can achieve. For instance,
the tweeter could sound sweeter,
dynamics could be more expres-
sive, and although the bass is
quite even, it has a tendency to
plod along.

Once again, the balance was
the key factor in a good result
with the budget system, though
the top end did seem a trifle
insistent here. And although the
speaker could be driven pretty
hard without obvious distress,
it did show some congestion
and hardening.

Probably the best-balanced
miniature currently around, if
not the most involving, the 302
is an undoubted success and
bound to become a leading
contender for the best-seller
slot. Do note, however, that the
amp load is very demanding.
B&W = (01903) 750750
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 156
Factsback 1778




largish vinyl-finished stand-
mount, the £275 MS30i is
unusual in using sealed-box
loading. This
gives adry but
well-extended
bass and indi-
catesthat the
speakers should
be placed fairly
close to walls.
The slightly for-
ward balance pro-
jects detail well, and
the 30i was well liked

good-size floorstander that

has two maindrivers,one
ported, the other sealed-box-
loaded, the 734 is plenty of
speaker for £500.

Plenty of loudness is on the
agenda, too, though dynamics
are not its forte and the top end
isn't the sweetest around.
However, the balance is superbly
well judged, and fine styling
makes a big box look more ele-
gant than most rivals.

Mission = (01480) 451777
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 152
Factsback 1660
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by the listening panel, delivering
fine scale and weight from a
compact enclosure.
Mordaunt-Short = (01705) 407722
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 152
Factsback 1662

presentation is strictly utilitar-

ian, but this compact floor-

stander is impressive material
value for money, with twin main
drivers to give plenty of urge. It
needs to be sited well clearof walls.

Sonically, the 1048 is a real
party animal. Truly impressive
dynamics putting this high sensi-
tivity model ahead of the pack
here, though midband coloration
lets it down a little, and the top
end is also a little restrained.
Dali @ (0181) 343 3240
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 152
Factsback 1657

RECOMMENDED

largish stand-mount speaker
with a very classy main

driver, the £300 DM602 is best
: suited to free-space siting. The
: balance leaves voices sounding

a little ‘shutin’, and the bass

. might have been smoother, too.

However, dynamics are repro-
duced with a conviction and
enthusiasm rare among budget

. speakers, perhaps attributable

HARRIER

he Musical
Technology uses

: metal diaphragm
. drivers, in cunningly

triangulated compact

. floorstanding enclosures
: —to very good effect.

Best keptclearof walls

: to give the most open
soundstage and superior
. image precision, the

: £400 Harrier sounds just
. alittle on the thin side of

neutral, and dynamically

. alittle undernourished.

However, it's very smooth

¢ and natural in overall

. balance.

. Mission = (01480) 451777

. Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 152
. Factsback 1663

to the cast-frame, Kevlar-cone
driver, bringing extra tension to
the musical experience.

B&W = (01903) 750750

Reviewed Hi-fi Choice, issue 152
Factsback 1654

ln contrast to its predecessor
of the same name, this good-
looking £470 compact floor-
stander is an altogether more
exciting and invigorating per-
former, thanks to different drive
units. Even though bass is limit-
ed and the top end a little too
retiringand cautious, the fine
midband and good communica-
tion skills more than justify this
Recommendation.

Origin Live & (01703) 442183

Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 152

Factsback 1664

BEST BUYS 1996 41



=AUDIOLAB

Cambridge Systems Technology Ltd
Spitfire Close, Ermine Business Park
Huntingdon, Cambs PEIS 6XY

Telephone 01480 415600
Fax 01480 52159

7 integrated
pre - power

pre power AV

In your Hi-Fi system the 8000S'<

can be an Integrated Amplifier or a
Pre-amplifier. When combined with the
Audiolab 8000P Stereo Power Amplifier
it becomes an advanced pre-power
amplifier. For the future the
possibilities are limitless.

The 8000S is a perfect example of the
flexibility, upgradability and superb
sound which all Audiolab products
deliver.

For more information and details of

your Audiolab dealer call or write.




MINI MONITOR £60

hey don't come anycheaper

than the JPW Mini Monitor at
£60, but since you still get two
drive units and a crossover net-
work all screwed into a little box,
why pay more?

The box is traditional chipboard,
covered in woodprint vinyl. Design
is not a word that springs to mind,
but for functional cost-effective-
ness, it's hard to beat. By opting
for sealed-box loading, JPW is

'L
SEVERN
A compact floorstander, with
separate plinth and quality
real-wood veneer
at £540, has got to
be good basic value.
A conventional
front-ported two-
way, which is best
kept clear of walls,
the Severn has an
open and bright
balance (perhaps
too much so some-
times) and limited
bass weight, but
the midband is very
clear, coherent and
communicative.
Castle = (01756) 795333
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice,
issue 152
@ Factsback 1655
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sacrificing midbass outputin the
interests of a tighter balance. Such
aspeakeris less likely to sound
boomy, but close-to-wall siting is
essential to reinforce the midbass
region. That, in turn, introduces
some midband coloration.

The MM came out well in the
blind listening tests. The tight, dry
bass may lack some dynamic
expression, but it times well and
keeps rhythms under good con-
trol. Elsewhere the balance is a
bit brightand scrappy, lendinga
ratherthin overall character.

With our budget
frontend, the MM
performed capably
enough, though
the sound was a bit
small, lackingin air.
The MM isn't the
prettiest around, but it's
no slouch either, and an
artful balance cleverly
disguises its limitations.
Richer Sounds @ (0171) 586 5977
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 156
Factsback 1781

MA700PM
Exquisite real-wood veneer is
one justification for the £600

. price-tag attached to this beauti-

ful stand-mount. Another is MA’s
new metal-cone main driver,
which has an excellent midband.
The bassis rather less impressive,

 however, and while the top end

is sweet, it's also a bit restrained.
Monitor Audio = (01223) 242898
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 152
Factsback 1661

he JPW Gold Monitor (£80

from Richer Sounds) shares
the same box as the Mini Monitor;
more costly drive units account
for the £20 price premium. It's
not quite as big or as interesting
looking as the big sellers around
£130 either, but the money
saved will go a long way towards
buying a pair of stands.

Theingredients are inevitably
very commondenominators. The
sealed-box construction consists
of woodprint vinyl-wrapped
12mm chipboard. The sealed-
box loading provides a more
extended but drier bass align-
ment, making close-to-wall sit-
ing mandatory.

Well liked by half the listening
panel, it was praised for its open
and coherent delivery. The other
half raised doubts over a lack of
‘body’ and richness, and the thin
and slightly ‘fizzy’ topend. The
treble quality is pretty good, but

the quantity proved a bit strong
for some tastes, and became a
little wearing over the long haul.
Dynamics are not really on the
agenda, sothe end result some-
how lacks scale, despite audibly
good bass extension. The fatigue
factor became that much more
obvious with a ‘budget’ CD play-
er and amp; the ‘in yer face’
quality tended to highlight the
limitations of the sources.

Good value for money: the
only caveat is that it might be too
revealing to make an ideal match
with low-cost components.
Richer Sounds & (0171) 586 5977
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 156
Factsback 1782

~ RECOMMENDED

mproved since early produc-
tion, the 731 installs the main
driver onto the back panel, pro-

. vidingsome mechanical isolation
for the tweeter and front panel.

A good-lookingand compact
speaker with ‘inverted’ drivers,
the restrained treble is well suited
tobudgetsystems, while the bass
encourages loud playing.

Mission = (01480) 451777
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 156

his market leader has been
relegated from the Best Buy
ranks due to some reservations

. overthe build and bass quality.

However, it still deserves a Recom-
mendation, as there’s plenty of

: quantity for the price. The front

panel is functional as well as

. attractive, while the fine open

voicing remains a vital strength.

. KEF = (01622) 672261
. Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 156

Factsback 1783
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perfect balance

The New Meridian 508.20

Taking CD replay to the
edge with a new 20 bit
converter and precision
re-clocking used throughout.
With the lowest jitter and
pure Class A analogue
balanced output the 508
reaches a performance level
previously unheard.

The New Meridian 566 The New Meridian 502

A DAC with the
performance where it
counts. Meridian’s twin
Phase-Lock Loop yields
the lowest jitter whilst
our 20 bit DAC offers a
new benchmark in clarity
and deep fulfilling bass.

A Dual mono preamplifier
design. Separating the
channels onto individual
boards gives Meridian a
level of preampilifier
performance to match our
new 20 bit CD sources.
With the highest quality
components and
Meridian’s years of
experience in preamplifier
design we are now able to
offer you a preamplifier
that sonically disappears.

The New Meridian 557

Balanced has never been so right. With balanced inputs
and a dual mono design this 200W amplifier is the
perfect finish to our balanced range. A unique ground
balancing system gives you the highest performance in
bridged mode without compromising the superb stereo
at which Meridian amplifiers excel. Bridged output into

/ } ‘ 4 4 Ohms gives a massive 1000W.

Meridian System Remote Control
with audiophile quality balanced
design from laser to loudspeaker.

Share in the subli
finest hea

ey d,e“‘g;}l,,‘

What more could you ask?

BOOTHROYD STUART

/VIERIDIAN

Meridian Audio Limited

Stonehill, Stukeley Meadows, Huntingdon,
Cambridgeshire PE18 6ED

Tel (0)1480 434334 Fax (0)1480 432948

Sennheiser UK Ltd. FREEPOST. Halifax Road, High Wycombe,
Bucks HP12 3BR. Tel: 01494 551551, Fax: 01494 551550.




he new £140 MS10i is neat-

ly detailed and finished, in an
essentially conservative and
restrained way, and the whole
thing feels exceptionally solid.
Theboxwrapisonlyabout 11mm
thick, but the front baffle arrange-
ments are a masterpiece of
mechanical integrity. A moulded
plastic front with integral main
driver frame is held by four mas-
sive woodscrews to a substantial
(15mm) inset vertical brace. The
bass/mid driver has a 90mm
plastic cone, a protuberant
phase compensating pole-piece
extension, an open frame, and
decent-size magnet.

The sound has a most attrac-
tive overall balance, which man-
ages to sound up-front and open
without suffering from undue
harshness. There’s no really deep
bass here, but that seems much
less important than the lively and
tuneful qualities of what bass

he Coda 8 is a slightly bigger

brother to the Coda 7. It has
much incommon with itsrange
mate, including a moulded front
panel, this time with alargermain
driver. KEF has opted to use this
to increase bass extension rather
than sensitivity, the end result
having open voicing but greater
weight and scale. Again, though,
the fairly lightweight build does
compromise bass discrimination.
KEF = (01622) 672261
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 156
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thereis. It can sound a bit boxy
when driven hard, but at least it
keeps up to speed. More surpris-
ing, perhaps, is that such a small
speaker can deliver such a good
sense of scale. Thetopendis
quite sweet and very well judged
in relative level, and if it does get
a bitedgy when hammered hard,
things still hold together well. It
worked well with our ‘budget’
system components, too—justa
little up-front for some tastes.

This may well be MS’ best
miniature since the top-selling
3.10 inthe late Eighties.
Mordaunt-Short @ (01705) 407722
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 156
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decent-size stand-mount
speaker,complete with cast-
frame driver and high-tech Kevlar

: cone has historically cost signifi-

cantly more than the £200 B&W

* is askingfor this DM601. The
. resultis not quite as even-hand-
. ed as the baby DM302, but has

a lot more going for it in terms of

- punch anddynamicdrive.

Generousloudnessis available,
while the stereo image filled the
end of the

roomina

thoroughly

impressive

way.

BEW @ (01903)

: 750750

Reviewed Hi-Fi
Choice, issue 156
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Astand»mount speaker using a
variation on the ‘transmission
line theme’ enclosure, the TB1’s
presentation is attractive enough
in a rather sober way, with real-
wood veneer around the wrap, and
atexturedgreyfrontand back. A
large transmission-line-type port
is setintothe back, with (optional)
bi-wire connection. The main dri-
ver has a cast frame and doped
paper cone 125mm in diameter.
Room measurements tend to
favour free-space siting, but
under these conditions the mid-
band (250Hz-1kHz) is rather
prominent. Close-to-wall posi-
tioning helps match up the bass
and midrange a little better, but
correspondingly leaves the treble
looking obviously depleted.
Rather ambivalent panel lis-
tening test results were disap-
pointing, but quite explicable in
the context of a very ‘laid back’
balance. Adjustingtothe TB1's

: The 751 istiny but very tough,
a

nd exquisitely presented

with heavyedge chamfering and
. rosewood side panels. Bass :
quality is particularly good, giving

a surprising sense of scale, even

. if quantity and extension are

. limited. The midband suited our
. budget system well, but the

i extreme treble is a bit exposed.

Mission & (01480) 451777

- Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 156

character and getting it correctly
placed proved well worth the
effort. The end result remains
determinedly laid back and
understated, and may not have
quite enough impact for some
tastes, but it has a rare ability to
create a well ordered and pre-
cisely layered soundstage, with
fine top-to-bottom coherence
and a wide, clean and consistent
dynamic range.

The TB1 is an obvious Best
Buy. Play it loud and Enjoy.
PMC = (01707) 393002
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 160

Rated a Best Buy in our origi-
nal review (issue 139), the

samples of this floorstander re-
ceived for issue 156 differed in
onesmall butcrucial respect: the
relative trebleoutputwas down
around 1.5dB, which dulled the
balance sufficiently to put the
listening
panel off.

The 733 is

still good for

the price,

but check it

doesn’t sound

too dullinyour

system context.

Mission = (01480)

451777

Reviewed Hi-Fi

Choice, issue 156
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- Wall to Wall Magic!
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The Widest Choice of THX in the UK!

Nothing will prepare you for the
sound of THX Kamla style.
Experience each soundtrack as the director intended
through the JBL Synthesis Il system and two other T = .
superlative THX Home Audio loudspeaker systems. H X
Amplification by JBL, harman/kardon, Proceed and Mcintosh, = ————

Processing by harman/kardon and Proceed.
Also featured, the UK’s first AC-3
demonstration through EAD TheaterMaster.

KAMLA

251 Tottenham Court Road, London W1.Tel: 0171 323 2747. Fax: 0171 637 2690.
JBL, HARMAN/KARDON, JAMO, BOSTON, B&W, KENWOOD, PIONEER, PROCEED, REL, ROTEL, G.E., SHARP, DALITE,RUNCO.
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REVOLVER

BERETTA £100

A standard two-driver, rear-
ported miniature, the £100
Beretta sticks closely to the
stereotype that's dominated the
UK scene for the past decade.
Finish is plastic rosewood or

mahogany, with the emphasis
on the plastic. The boxis solidly
built from chipboard, with a little
post-formed elegance around the
front panel. The drivers are sim-
ply wood-screwed flat against
the front, with no rebating to
smooth the profile, and the grille
doesn’t look helpful either.

The main driver has a modest
magnet and pressed frame with
95mm doped-paper cone, while
the tweeter is a small annulus/
dome affair. Everythingis hard-
wired internally, via asimple
crossover, which is fitted inside
the terminal block.

The Beretta came through
the blind tests with very decent
overall results for the price. How-

Truly original speaker designs
are rare, and this B&W
approach, mountingan external
tweeter on a slanted section of the
baffle, is particularly clever,
beingfunctionalas
well as attrac-
tively differ-
il ent. High-
class real-
wood veneer
and B&W's
s high-tech drive units
all help create a luxury
stand-mount of some refinement.
It has very impressive bass for the
size, decent sensitivity and some
transparency, even though the
balance is a little cautious and
restrained.
B&W = (01903) 750750
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 160
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ever, there's a certain crudeness
about the mid and top, and the
presence (voice) band sounds a
little shutin. Butthe bassis a
real strength, sounding firmer,
less congested and more infor-
mative than most competitors.
Things were less satisfactory
when using a budget CD player
and amp, with a rather relentless
top end and heavy overall effect.
Although not the prettiest or
most techno-credible miniature
around, the Beretta does make a
largely successful attempt to
deliver a better bang than most.
Revolver & (0161) 9730505
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 156
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703PMC £800

Similar in many ways to the

stand-mount 700PMC, this

: £800 703PMC effectively com-
. bines similardrive unitsintoa

luxury compact floorstanding
enclosure. The veneer work is
particularly attractive, though

. the price premium seems rather

substantial. It's well suited to

] smaller rooms and
|| free-space siting,
and if the bassis a
little lacking in
weight, the slightly
‘shiny’ sound has
fine up-front coher-
ence and clear, well-
| projected detail.

| Monitor Audio

= (01223) 242898
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice,
issue 160

MONITOR AUDIO e

. from £575), which
: looks very tastyin its
. £650 real-wood

. withaseparate plinth.
. Bestkeptclear of
. walls, it's aneasy

. fine voice reproduc-

. tionandanatural,

¢ relaxingmusicality.

© However, it'san

. over-achiever.

. Sensitivity is quite

. modest, and dynam-

| ROYD
DOUBLET

he slightly curious shape

might look odd at first sight,
but the fact that it's so slim
brings a measure of elegance to
this compact floorstander. Two
of Royd’s tiny but classy main
drivers are mounted above and
below a high-quality soft-dome
tweeter. The inside of the box is

divided to create a separate port-

ed seven-litre chamber for each
driver. The whole thing sits on a
chunky laminated MDF plinth,
fitted with three even hunkier
(M8) spikes. Build is exceptional
throughout, and real-wood
finishes are an optional extra.
The Doublet should be kept
clear of walls, whereupon it
delivers a decent overall balance.
The balance is not, however,
particularly smooth, peaking up
around one o 15kHz. Relative
treblelevel is higherthan average.
Voted a joint ‘best of the day’,
its sonic performanceis a little

8 NEAT

MYSTIQUE £575

most elegant compact floor-
stander (available

clothes, and comes

speaker to like, with

ics seem a little constrained, but

. bass extension is pretty good for
. theenclosure volume.

. Neat = (01833) 631021

© Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 160

RECOMMENDED

: appearanceand presentation,

. but nevertheless represents a lot
i of very competent loudspeaker
. for the price. Its

. heavy bass out-
¢ put may be better
¢ suited to larger

i roomsthanthe

. typical lounge,

¢ and free-space

© sitingis manda-
. tory. It goes loud
. with aplomb and
: thesound is basi-
. cally very well

. behaved, if not

: terribly exciting.
QUV =2(01352) 730251
© Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice,
: issue 160

uneven, and the mixture will never
win universal acclaim, but the
pluses outweigh the minuses. The
bass end is mostly impressive,

: with fine timing, differentiation

and power, but some uneven-
ness and limited genuine weight.
Dynamic range is good, and the
sound is free from clogging, giving
fine resolution of musical textures.
Voices are a bit coloured and the
brightnessis not always welcome,
but the whole thing remains lively,
informative and busy, and
deserves its Best Buy rating.

. Royd & (01952) 290700
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