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TEAC 
The Mini was always 

synonomous with perfor­

mance, whether it was the 

car or the fashion. And 

now there's another Mini 

which delivers unbelievable 

performance. The Reference 

500 System from Teac. 

The sound quality o f  

separates combined with 

the convenience of a Mini 

System . No other Mini 

comes even close! 
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"TEAC mini sets standards" 

WHAT HI*FI, ]an 97 

"All three sources sound 
big and confident, with an 

accuracy and delicacy more 
akin to separates than minis" 

WHAT HI*FI, May 97 

"In terms of its good looks, 

the system's asking price 

could just about be doubled" 

Gramophone, ]an 97 

Visit your TEAC Stockist for a 
demonstration or call TEAC 

on 01923 819630 
for more information 

TEAC 

You Could Always Get Brilliant 
Performance From A Mini. 

7EAC 
... - -� . 

rp._ � 
-

IJ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  

You Still Can. 
DUE TO TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES BEYOND THEIR CONTROL, OTHER MINI SYSTEMS 

WILL NOT BE DELIVERING THIS LEVEL OF PERFORMANCE 

Chief Musical Officers' Warning 



e (0111) 917 7747 • f8 0171-917 5512 
e9 100433.1130@compuserve .com 

e QII£R ES (PAGE 28) AHD lffiERS TO THE EDITOR (PAGE 23) 
Accepted IIJ letter onlr to the lax number, e-mail or postal 
addressee liVen. We deeply re&ret we are unable to speak with 
ruders or IRSWir queries on the telephone. 

eBACKISS ES-S£HAGE 145 FOR DETAILS. 
A aumber of selected back issues are available at £4.00 each 
(£1.15�) includina p&p. can (01789) 490215 to order­
allujor credit cards accepted. 

e SUBSCRIPTIONS - SE! PAGE 34 FOR DETAILS 
H you havt a ...,.... witlt an txistina subscription, contact our 
fullihllelt COIDJIIIIY on (01454) 620070, (01454) 620080 (far), or 
e-mall 'cihotline@aol.com'. Quote your Subscriber Number, 
wlllcb is printed at the top of your subscription address label. 

e NEW PRODUCT !NFOI!MAT N 
We welcome intonnation on all new and uparaded products -
In all instances manufacturers should contact the editorial 
deparbnent. However, the mapzine is obli&ed neither to review 
aor return unsolicited products. The Editor-in-Chief does not 
accept responsibility tor unsolicited copy. 

e PHOTOCOPIES 
We caanot supplr pbetocopies of articles that are out of print, 
but do try our FICIJBack service (p.136l. 

e COP\"l!SHTS & REPRINTS 
Material in Hi-R Choice is copyrtalrt and may not be reproduced 
in any ferm without written permission from the Publisher. 
Address requests fer re-use of copyri&ht material to Paul Smyth, 
Co-Operative Marketina Executive, Dennis Publishina Ltd., 19 
BolsoverStnet, London W1P 7HJ. fR 0111-917 3946. 

.DJSCUJMER 
EYIIY care has been taken in the preparation of this journal, but 
the publishers cannot be held respansible for the accuracy of 
the information contained herein, or for any consequence 
arisiq. All judpments have been made in the context of equip­
ment mdllble to HI-Fi Cho;c. at the time of review. 'Value for 
money' comments are based on Ult prices at press time (which 
are subject to fluctuation) and only apply to the UK markel 

fjtW!EditGr��ef AlW"SSan" Vincent e 0!71-917 7747 • Deputy 

Editor Jason I'Jmnedy • 0!71-917 7746 • Rniews Editor Alan Sirrom e 

OI71-917 7751 • Art Editor Del Gentleman e 0171-917 7748• 

PrHuclionEditorChristinaBuncee0171-917 7745 • Consultant Editor 

Paul Messenger • Technical Editor Paul Miller • Editorial fax0171-917 5512 

• e-mail l00433.1130@compuseNe.com � Contributors Richard Black • 

Alvin Gold • Jimmy Hughes • David lewis • Willie Ryan • David Vivian � 
Asslstlnts Andrew Uasi • Ben Mathieson � Photoaraphy Chris foster • 

Chris Richanlson ' Anlrlisilll Group Ad Manager Rob Debenham fR 

0171-917 3834 • D.., Ad llanapr Sean Gibson tit 0171-917 3932 • 

SalesEiecutiveCiareSmith 80171-917 3935 • Advertisingfax0171-917 

5555 '11 Preduction Manager Simon Maggs • 0171-917 7676 • 

Aftlrtisellent Controller Robin Ryan fR 0171-917 3885 • Classified Ads 

Mark Young • 0171·917 5664 • Production Fax 0171-580 6430 � 
CllalatiN Director Sean Farmer • 0171·917 7654 • Manager lames 

Bumay • 0171-9!7 7810 • Marketing Director Alison Townsend fR 

0111-917 7675 • Co-Operative Marketing Elecutive Paul Smyth e 

OI71-917 3946 • Cirtulation & Mart<.eting Fax 0171·917 7677 List Rental 

Oepar!Jient Simon McCay 8 017l·917 3943 • Nerys Church 0171·917 

5663' Ilea In BlackPu�lisher Simon Davies tit 0171-917 7718 • 

IM!tlslna Directer lan Westwood • 0171·917 7618 • Publishing 

Director Eric Fuller • 0171-917 7686 • Managing Director Alistair 

Ramsay • 0171-9177661 • Ghairman felix Dennis • Film Output & 
111111 .....,.._ B8tlllnls, London W1 1! Web Offset Printing St Ives 

(Piyllntll) Lit 11 Dlsbillutien USM Distribution Ltd, 86 Newman Street. 

London W1P 3LD 8 0171-396 8000 Fax 0171-396 

8002 Nlillllllllr Dtnnis Publishinaltd, 19 

&lsMf� Loodoo WIP 7HJ � Coolpany � 
in Erwland, oomber 1138891 � Entire oonrents of this 

issue© l9971iiklen l'nxludiJns � f>."iN 0955ll15 
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Editor's 
Notebook 
lt was a wet night. Stan Vincent was the man on the spot with the 

fedora and rain-coat. The city never sleeps. Dateline: hi-fi ... 

his month is your last chance to 
vote for the Hi-Fi Choice Hi-Fi 

Dealer of the Year 1997 in asso­

ciation with Marantz & Tannoy. 
You could win a holiday in New York or 
one of four Marantz CD players! Turn to 
page 29 for full details and an entry form. 

Fol' the l'ecol'd 
I've had a letter from Steven Carr of 
Vivante London� (0181) 891 4195, who 
has noted some inaccuracies in our article 

The Record Makers, published last month. 

We would like to make it clear that Vivante 
London is the exclusive UK importer and 
distributor of King Super Analogue and 
Testament vinyl records. King SAD records 
cost £21.95, not £25 as indicated. King 
does not reissue Philips records; the latter 
were pressed in Germany for Polygram in 

Japan and are distributed in the UK by 

Vivante. King SAD appear with the 

London imprint, not Decca. Decca SXL 
records retail for £19.95 not £25.00. The 

Fone label IS distributed by UK 
Distribution of lver, Bucks; while Impulse 
is distributed by New Note, part of the 
Pinnacle/Zomba group. Finally, Sreve reck­
ons the original Giaconda de Vito LP (ASD 

429) is worth more than £1,000, not £300 

as we indicated. Our apologies for any 

inconvenience caused. 

Lifestyle decisions 
Are you a enthusiast- or a consumer? Do 
you enjoy finding out all about a product 
before buying it, or do you just look for 
the lowest price? If your answer's the lat­
ter, change your religion. Being an enthusi­
ast- whether of hi-fi, beer, cars or what­
ever- is the only path to true happiness. 

I'm not negating the concept of value 
for money. But sometimes the true nature 
of value takes a little understanding. 
Quantity and quality are different things. 
But the fact remains that most people don't 
understand what they're buying. 

Recently one of my friends asked me 
what kind of new audio system to invest in. 
"How much do you want to spend?" I 
enquired of him. "Oh, no more than 
£150," came the reply. Of course, you can 
buy a packaged audio system for £150. It'll 
work for a year if you're lucky, then pack 

up a week outside the guarantee period. 
And it'll sound like a 1971 Morris Marina 
doing 90mph in reverse gear. 

Another thing people don't understand 

is inflation. Roughly every seven years, the 
value of money halves, according to our 
Consultant Editor, Paul Messenger's rule 
of rhumb. A product that cost £500 in 

1990 would have to cost £1,000 now. Turn 
it around and today's £150 mini system 
would have been a £75 boombox in 1990. 

To be sure, 'enthusiast' products require 
a little more investment in money, time and 

patience than 'consumer' products hoisted 
off the shelves. But in the long-term they 
promise so much more pleasure. 

Many audiophiles find rewards to be 
gained from building their own equipment; 
others revel in the high standards of build 

available from the best of today's kit; some 

get blown away by the sound. There are 

many degrees to which one can be an 

enthusiast, but any is better than ending up 

at the hands of marketeers. Don't be 

seduced by low prices. Enthusiasm's the 
only path to true happiness! 
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This month's main test 
features 14 of the latest 

and greatest budget 
loudspeakers; which ones 

will blow you away and 
take the sound quality 

crown? Find out from p70! 

4 OCTOBER 1997 
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REGULARS 

6 Update 

What's in this year's harvest festival of hi-fi? 

See amplifiers nestling among ears of corn. 

J 0 Instant Systems 

Dare to be different as Alan Sircom discovers 

the secrets of entry-level Virtual Reality hi-fi, 

complete with Rehdeko speakers. 

23 Write On! 

Your dispatches from the lounge, by letter, fax 

or e-mail - but no more pony express. 

24 Statements I 

American high-end doesn't come any higher 

than conrad-johnson's limited edition ART 

preamp. Alan Sircom is one of the lucky few. 

27 Statements 11 

Audatious alliteration akimbo: Alan accesses 

aii-American audiophilia again as an Avalon 

Avatar appears. 

30 Help! 

Bring us your (hi-fi) trouble and strife, and 

we'll put you back on the path to high fidelity. 

3 S Hints & Tips 

Jimmy Hughes explains how to get to grips 

with the ins and outs of the test disc. 

HI-FI CHOICE 



Wot no CD player? Dare to be different with 
our vinyl set-up in this month's Systems plO 

OPINION 

3 From the Editor's Notebook 

Stan Vincent defines the differences between 

enthusiasts and consumers-and guess 

what, he's an enthusiast, too. 

1 S Ear Waxings 

Jason Kennedy gazes into his crystal ball and 

wonders if the future of audio is DVD shaped. 

But will the music be better too? 

17 The Jimmy Bughes Experience 

Jimmy Hughes asks if records mature, or does 

your hi-fi system improve the sound of poor 

discs as it gets better over the years7 

19 Oasis of Sanity 

Paul Miller goes home cinematic as he delves 

into the ins and outs of the Dol by Digital 

multi-channel surround sound format. 

21 Personal Messages 

Paul Messenger discovers the joys of plugging, 

as he experiments with the latest solderless 

plugs from QED and re-tips his Nairn cables. 

146 Ultra Vivian Scene 

David Vivian goes through the bamboo curtain 

to see how the latest CD player from Technics 

compares with a two-year-old from Pioneer. 

FEATURES &: REVIEWS 

40 EISA Awards 

Once again, the most influential magazines 

across Europe have met and decided upon the 

most significant consumer electronics products 

of the year. Find out which kit is Europe's best. 

64 Soundproofing 

Keep your neighbours happy and your hi-fi free 

from noise pollution. Architect and acoustics 

expert David Lewis reveals the secrets of 

soundproofing your I ife. 

70 Loudspeakers 

14 of the latest loudspeakers are given the 

Paul' treatment. While Paul Miller runs his 

meters over each speaker, Paul Messenger 

and his merry men submit the group to blind 

listening tests. 

HI-FT CHOICE 

READER SERVICES 

34 Subscriptions 

Save time, money and shoe leather when you 

subscribe to the world's finest hi-fi magazine. 

There's a free gift for every subscriber, too! 

36 Bi-Fi Choice on the Net 

Say hi to cyberspace as Hi-Fi Choice appears 

on the World Wide Web for the first time. 

Check out our web-site now! 

1 0 7 Reader Classified 

Buy, sell or trade a top-quality audio bargain 

today, with our select portfolio of lovingly 

polished, pre-owned hi-fi kit. 

136 Fac:tsback 

The ultra-convenient and high-speed way to 

access classic Hi-Fi Choice articles and 

reviews by return of tax. 

145 Next Month & Back Issues 

Find out what's going on in November's kit­

packed Hi-Fi Choice -and how to get hold 

of any issues you may have missed. 

THE BUYER'S GUIDE 

109 The Price Guide/Directory 

Our icon-infused listing of all new hi-fi prod­

ucts includes an easy-to-use almanac of every 

reviewed component! 

WIN!WIN!WIN! 
Superb GLL AV 

speaker systems 
worth nearly £3,000 

PRODUCTS fEATURED 

IN TBIS ISSUE 
Acoustic Energy AE120 ....... 93 

Avalon Avatar ............... 27 

B&W DM603 ............... 95 

Castle lsis ................. 73 

Chario Syntar 100 ............ 75 

Clarion VRX-8370R .......... 49 

conrad-johnson ART ......... 24 

Denon AVP-A1 .............. 59 

Gale 2i .................... 77 

Heybrook Heylette ........... 87 

Jamo Concert 8 ............. 57 

JBL Simply Cinema ESC-300 .. 62 

JBLLX2 ................... 79 

JPW Ml1010 ............... 96 

Marantz PM-66 Kl Signature .. 43 

Meridian 51 8 ............... 45 

Mission 733i ............... 89 

Monitor Audio Monitor 3 ...... 97 

NHT Super One ............. 91 

Philips ProScreen 4500 ....... 61 

Pioneer FX-Series ........... 53 

Proceed COP ............... 55 

Revolver 250 ............... 81 

Augers d8101 ............... 83 

Solid Solutions .............. 60 

Sony CDP-XA50ES ........... 51 

Sony MDS-JA50ES .......... 47 

Tannoy M3 ................. 85 
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JUSTIN THIS MONTH ... NEW HIGH-END MARKLEVINSON KIT ... ARGAM'S LATEST GO PLAYER ... AND MUGH MORE ... 

In brief 
Jo Jo (UKJ Ltd has introduced 

extension sockets that claim to 
iron out mains gremlins. The 

aptly-named Surge & Spike 

range includes four models: 

Twin, Heavy Duty, Slimline and 

Unwired. Prices start at £12.00. 

Jo Jo m (01933) 675333. 

Castle Sound & Vision, a new hi-fi 

and home theatre retailer, has 
just opened in Nottingham. The 

retailer has three demo rooms 

and sells most major brands. 

Castle Sound & Vision m 

(0115) 958 4404 

Superfi has opened a branch in 

Stockport. The retailer will 

stock many brands including 

Technics, B&W, Arcam, KEF, 

Audiolab, AMC and Mission. 

Superfi m (0161) 429 9080 

Akura has launched a novel Coca­

Cola radio, aimed at the youth 

market. Priced at £9.99, the 

can holds a battery-operated 
AM-FM tuner with speaker. 
Akura m (01236) 780680 

Richer Sounds has been appointed 
sole UK retailer of the new 
Musical Fidelity El amp. This 

30 Watts per channel design 

retails at £199.95. Richer 

Sounds m (0171) 940 2240 

Unison Research has launched a 

new integrated amplifier, the 

Simply 845. The amp is a 

6 OCTOBER 1997 

Three for the top from Madrigal 

.. . ·- =:. , .... i • -:-. �--. .--. • -. --
--

Mark Levinson's new No. 380S preamplilier. 

Madrigal Audio Laboratories has introduced two new pre­
amplifiers under the Mark Levinson banner, and a digital 
surround decoder under the Proceed marque. The new 
No. 380 line preamplifier (£3,995.00) is an extensively 
modified version of Mark Levinson's No. 38 preamplifier. 
The company claims that since the No. 38 was intro­
duced, component technology has advanced to the extent 
that the No. 380 sports 20 new active devices and 64 
new passive parts- in the power supply, input and out­
put buffers, volume control and user interface. 

The same applies to the No. 3805 (£6,495.00), itself 
a refinement of the No. 385. The component count here 
is 28 new active devices and 86 new passive parts, once 
again spread throughout the whole preamplifier. These 
modifications have also allowed significant improvements 
in control software to be implemented in both preampli­
fiers. Naturally, existing owners of the No. 38 and 385 

More HDCD· Copland's new £1,199 CDA 266. 

can upgrade their preamplifiers to 380/3805 class, even 
to the extent of changing the faceplate. 

Proceed's new £4,595.00 PDSD (Proceed Digital 
Surround Decoder) is designed to be a flexible and future­
proofed six-channel digital decoder, to be used with the 
company's PAV home cinema preamplifier. lt uses a mod­
ular, card-cage-based chassis to cope with future digital 
systems, but comes bundled with 96kHz, 24-bit process­
ing for DVD's future. A free DTS upgrade is offered for 
later in the year. In standard guise the PDSD has 11 digi­
tal inputs, two blank card slots, six RCNXLR-equipped 
outputs and six pass-through channels for the PAV. 
Path Premier m (01494) 441736 

Ruark's Holy Grail 
The legend of Arthur Pendragon is alive and well in 
Southend-on-Sea, thanks to Ruark . The Essex-based com­
pany's new champion is the £6,995.00 Excalibur, a mas­
sive three-way, five-driver floorstanding design. lt joins the 
well-respected Equinox two-way ,  to become the second 
member of Ruark's Stirling range. 

With a claimed sensitivity of 90dB and four-Ohm imped­
ance, this bass­
reflex des ign is 
said to be compat­
i b l e w i t h  a n y  
decent amplifier. 

E a c h  8 0 k g  
enclosure has a 
driver complement 
of one 28mm silk­
d o m e  tw e e t e r, 
allied to a pair of 
7 5m m  f a b r i c ­
dome midrange 
un its in the top 
e n cl o s ure , a n d  
t w o 225 m m 
tre a t e d-p a p e r ­
cone units in the 
bass cabinet. 
Ruark m (01702) 
601410 

Hl-FI CHOICE 



Arcam's quick change 

MMC price shaker 
The Monopolies and Mergers Commission has issued pro­
posals to stop electrical goods suppliers from restricting deal­
ers and setting recommended prices. At this early stage it 
appears hi-li separates will be exempt from the provisions of 
these proposals - the British Federation of Audio and the 
MMC met in January 1996 to agree a number of exclusions. 
However representatives from Sony UK and Sanyo UK are 
said to be "disappointed" with the MMC's "flawed" ruling. 
Domestic Electrical Goods I: a report on the supply in the 
UK of televisions, video cassette recorders, hi-fi systems 
and camcorders, £67.70, from HMSO bookshops. 
DTI � (0 17 1) 2 15 5000 

Hl-Fl CHOICE 

Arcam's latest CD player is a wholly new departure for the 
Cambridgeshire company. The new £449.90 Alpha MCD 
is the first·ever British-designed, British-built multi-CD 
player. it's based on a Sony transport mechanism that 
allows storage of six discs together with instant access to 
a single CD tray. Alpha MCD also sports a custom­
designed backlit LCD display, and has plenty of track-han­
dling features available on the remote control - which 
also speaks to Arcam's Alpha 8 and 9 amplifiers. For 
multi-room applications, the Alpha MCD's control codes 
can be accessed through a rear-panel jack plug. 

Meanwhile, Arcam's long-promised Alpha 9 flagship 
CD player is still taking shape while its already-revolution­
ary DAC circuits undergo further refinement. Sources are 
indicating a likely launch at Winter CES in Las Vegas, 
early next year. Watch this space. 
Arcam � (01223) 203203 

Mini mayhem from JVC 

JVC has announced two new Lifestyle hi-li systems and two 
new Adagio mini systems in its burgeoning range. The 
Lifestyle duet comprises the £649.99 EX-TD77R and the 
£549.99 EX-TD5. The EX-TD77R features JVC's popular 
3D-Phonic, "Dolby-Pro-Logic-from-two-speakers" system, 
with three settings. lt also offers digital equalisation and 
acoustic processor modes, plus a three-disc CD changer. 
Each speaker incorporates a 120mm active subwoofer 
working with JVC's 'labyrinth port' technology. This sub­
woofer is also featured in the EX-TD5, which in essence is 
the same system with JVC's Signal Adaptive Bass System (or 
S.A. BASS) in place of the 3D-Phonic package. 

S.A. BASS also features strongly in both Adagio mini sys­
tems. The £449.99 D70 1 T is a five-speaker Dolby Pro­
Logic package with three-disc CD, twin tape, tuner and 
clever multi control stick remote control. The top of the line 
D85 1 TR adds RDS to the tuner section and carries a price­
tag of £499.99. 
JVC � (0 18 1) 450 3282 

Further up the Creek 
The 4240SE is dead. Long live the 5250! Creek's new £450 
amp claims to be a 60 Watts design with four line inputs and 
two tape loops (a plug-in MM/MC phono board is an optional 
extra). lt uses a Creek-designed custom-cascaded differen­
tial input stage, with MOSFET driver and output stages in the 
power amp. lt is a DC coupled design. 

There are two variations on the basic theme. There's a 
£575 remote-controlled version, featuring a motorised vol­
ume pot and input selector, and a relay-controlled speaker 
mute. There is also the £665 Creek 5250SE, which features 
increased power output (upped to a claimed 70 Watts) and 
higher output current (25 amps, allegedly). 

A new power amp is available to enhance the 5250 inte­
grated. The new A52 (£499) can deliver 70 Watts into eight 
Ohms and may be bridged for monoblok operation. There is 
also a £599 SE version of the power amp, with a claimed 
output of 100 Watts. 
Creek� (0 18 1) 36 1 4 133 

Creek's new 5250 integrated amp: yours for £450. · 

·--�--

- - -- -: 
� .. 

""""' "" ______ , __ _ 

In brief 

single-ended pure triode design 

and output is 24 Watts per 

channel. Priced at £2,950, the 

Simply 845 will be available al 

the end of September. Unison 

Research � (01753) 654531 

The company behind Sound bites 

and Bassbites, KLH Europe ltd, 

has moved. The company's new 

address is: York House, 2-4 
York Road, Felixstowe, Suffolk 

IPll 7QG. � (01394) 672255 

Technics has launched the DVD­

ready SH-AC300 Dolby Digital 

decoder. The AC300 has remote 

control and switchable dynamic 

range compression. See Oasis 

of Sanity (page 19) for more 

about Dol by Digital Technics 

� (0990) 357357 

A new version of the award-win­

ning Freeplay wind-up radio is 

now available to UK retailers. 

Manufactured in South Africa 

by BayGen Power, the radio 

won the 1996 BBC Design 

Awards. RRP has been set at 

£59.95. BayGen Power Europe 

ltd � (01285) 659559 

Audioclub's sales team has relo­

cated to Buckinghamshire. The 

UK distributor of NAD, Onkyo 

and Dali's new address is: Unit 

15, Faraday Road Industrial 

Estate, Aylesbury, Bucks HP19 

3RY. � (01296) 82017 

A new audiophile retailer has 

opened in Kent. Audible 

Elegance is located at Ashcroft, 

Bishopstone Lane, Herne Bay, 

Kent CT6 6RP. � (01227) 
742928 ... 
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- -
A bold claim - until you know the reason. 

0 
KEF's patented Uni-Q is intrinsically better suited 

to home theatre than any other loudspeaker 

technology. For a start, it creates a far larger listening 

area. A1id its characteristic point source effect greatly enhances clarity and definition. 

With clear cone Uni-Q drivers throughout, our new Q Series sounds breathtakingly 

real - and the Q95C centre speaker brings vocals and djalogue to life as never before. 

No wonder the Q35 floorstander so convincingly trounced all-comers in 

What Hi-Fi?'s Supertest. Awarding the ultimate five gold star rating, the review praised 

its "three dimensional, almost tactile effect" with "hi-fi resolution that's second to none." 

Q Series home theatre from KEF. The difference is clear. 

c:? 
SERIES 

Sponsors ot 

� 
Take it to the bridge 

MODELS SHOWN ARE THE 0 SERIES COMPRISING THE 015, 035, 055. 065, 075 AND 095C. KEF AND UNI-0 ARE REGISTERED TRADEMARKS. UNI-0 IS PROTECTED UNDER GB PATENT 2 236929. U.S. PAT. NO. 5,548,657. WORLDWIDE PATENTS PENDING. 

FOR DETAILS ON KEF 0 SERIES PLEASE CONTACT: KEF AUDIO (UK) LIMITED, DEPT HFC6, FREEPOST MA 1332, ECCLESTON ROAD, TOVIL, MAIDSTONE, KENT ME15 6BR. TELEPHONE (01622) 672261. WEBSITE http://www.kef.com 



Wilson·benesch keeps on turning 
Staunch brethren of the analogue creed rejoice! Sheffield­
based Wilson-benesch has introduced a wholly new 
turntable and stripped-to-the bone version of its well­
received A.C.T. tonearm. 

Called The Circle, the concept behind W-b's new 
£795.00 turntable is to make operation as simple as pos­
sible without sacrificing sound or build quality. lt uses a 
whole host of materials in combination, but by doing so 
obviates the need for a suspension, and as a consequence 
W-b claims users may set up the deck in less than five 
minutes after opening the box. lt also allows the turntable 
to take on a distinctive style. The Circle is available with a 
Rega RB300 arm for £975.00. 

The A.C.T. 0.5 tonearm holds onto the rigid tolerances 
found in the more upmarket A.C.T. One and Two arms, but 
cuts cost by using simpler wiring with captive leads and a 
less-expensively finished exterior. Its price is £795.00, 
though it may be purchased with The Circle turntable at a 
package price of £1,499.00. 
Wilson-benesch-.:: (0114) 285 2657 

New Linn multiroom direktion 

Linn Products has expanded its multi-room commitment 
with three new products and a software upgrade for the 
AV5103 System Controller. The new £795 Linn Direktor 
combines a Knekt Line Receiver with a 20 Watts stereo 
power amp and built-in Room Control Unit (RCU) control 
pad, for those wanting to link a second room to a one-room 
Linn system, without undertaking building work. The 
Direktor offers conventional line and tape-level inputs for up 
to three local sources. 

For use in buildings where Knekt pre-wiring and RCU 
systems are installed, the Knekt Roomamp couples a Knekt 
Line Receiver with a 20 Watts stereo power amplifier. Like 
the Direktor, the Knekt Roomamp also includes regular line 
inputs for local inputs if needed. 

Also in its multi-room range, Linn has introduced a circuit 
switch, which allows control over mains power through the 
Linn Knekt system. Knekt control software also now appears 
on the flagship £4,850 AV5103 System Controller, which 
allows video sources to be handled as flexibly as audio. This 
software upgrade will be available retrospectively for all 
System Controllers made before April 1997. 

Meanwhile, Linn's popular moving-coil cartridges of yes­
teryear will receive a new lease of life from the Glasgow­
based company's 'New For Old' Rebuild Cartridge Exchange 
Scheme. Customers with Asaka, Klyde, Karma, Troika and 
Arkiv cartridges should contact their Linn turntable retailer, 
whereupon their cartridge will be comprehensively recondi­
tioned with a new cantilever and nude diamond stylus. The 
entire motor assembly will be rebuilt using new parts as 
required. it's not just a re-tip job, which is why the cost is 
approximately 70 per cent of a replacement cartridge. 
Linn -.:: (0500) 888909 
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Fab DAB's transmitter grab 
Digital Audio Broadcasting (DAB) is here - it's official! 
Since July 14 transmitters across the UK have been broad­
casting continuous DAB transmissions, with the prospect of 
27 transmitters being on-line Spring 1998, according to the 
BBC. This would provide BBC-network DAB to 60 per cent 
of the UK population. 

Licences for independent radio stations will be tendered 
until February next year. The first digital independents will 
appear in the UK around Autumn 1998. 

More information has become available about the text­
based data that is carried alongside the radio signal. The 
BBC is said to adopt two kinds of data signal. The first will be 
known as PAD (Programme Associated Data). This provides 
the listener with details about the programme, DJ, disc in 
play and so on. There will also be public-sector broadcasting 
data, giving sport and weather reports, exchange rates and 
much of the information currently found on Ceefax. 

When the independents appear, the· odds are on 
broader, more commercial text-based information, such 
as stock-market information, as well as advertising. Pay­
per-listen and smart-card special-offer coupons have also 
been suggested. 

A number of major manufacturers are due to launch DAB 
products at the IFA show in Berlin, late August. 
BBC DAB-.:: (0171) 765 4427 

In brief 
... 
Replay Audio Consultants is to 

move premises in early 

September to Chattels, 2 Steam 

Mill Street, Chester CH3 5AN. 

Replay stocks many brands 

including: A VI, Heybrook, LFD, 

Pink Triangle and Roksan. 

Replay Audio Consultants-.:: 

(01244) 401290 

TDL has upgraded its floorstanding 

transmission line speaker, the 

RTL3. The new RTL3 SE is avail­

able in cherry wood, and comes 

with 'Gold' Alien caps and 

spikes. lt retails at £449.95. 

TDL-.:: (01628) 850130 

Acoustic Energy has launched its 

first subwoofer, completing the 

100 Series range. The AE108S 

can handle 150 Watts with a 

clean bass response extending 

to 25Hz, has a 12-inch pulp 

cone bass unit, and retails at 

£299.95. lt is claimed to handle 

both music and movie sources .. 

The company is also launching 

a new range of real-wood 

veneers for the entry-level AEl 

and AE2 speakers: light oak, 

dark mahogany and black ash. 

Acoustic Energy-.:: (01285) 

654432 

ALBUMS PLAYED IN 

THE HI-FI CHOICE 

OFFICE THIS MONTH 

Paul Simon 

Gracelands 

Primal Scream 

Vanishing Point 

Ron Carter 

New York Slick 

Bill Withers 

Greatest Hits 

• Mad Professor 

Anti-Racist Dub Broadcast 

The Verve 

Bittersweet Symphony 

lames Taylor Quartet 

Wail A Minute 
-- - -- -

Vi nee Guaraldi Trio 

A Boy Named Charlie Brown 

Ron Carter 

Pastels 
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COMPETITION 

THREE AV SPEAKER SYSTEMS WORTH OVER £2,900 MUST BE WON! 



G 
LL is one of Britain's leading speaker 

manufacturers, tracing its history 

back seven decades. Nowadays 

you'll find GLL drive-units in cars from 

Ford, and TVs from Sony - and of 

course in speaker enclosures from 

the company itself! 

This month's prize includes 

products embodying GLL's latest 

and greatest inven tion, ICT 

(Inductive Coupling Technology). 

This enables a skirted high­

frequency drive-unit to be mounted 

within the voice coil of bass/mid 

driver without need for a cross-over 

network. The tweeter responds to high 

frequency signals by the principle of 

electromagnetic induction. 

COMPETITION 

On offer are three complete AV speaker 

systems, each worth over £970. 

Doubling up on hi-fi and home cinema 

duties we've got the lmagio IC120 

floor-standing speakers, each one 

incorporating two mid/bass units 

and an ICT tweeter within their 

ported enclosures. Up to 130 

Watts may be harnessed via bi­

wirable input sockets. 

To ensure crystal-clear dialogue 

from films and TV there's the matt­

black Arena Centre speaker, whose 

120mm toughened polymer bass/mid 

driver, 25mm ICT tweeter and 80 Watt 

power handling promise plain speech at all times. 

GLL's Le Bass subwoofer offers a crossover frequency 

adjustable from 20Hz to 120Hz to enhance both music 

and movie blockbusters. lt has a built-in 50 Watts amp 

and 250mm long-throw drive-unit, and may be connected 

at line or speaker level. 

The matt-black Arena surround speakers 

ably bring up the rear, quite literally, of 

this system. Supplied complete with 

wall-mounting brackets, they incor­

porate a 120mm mid/bass drive ' 

unit and the 25mm ICT tweeter, and 

handle amplifier power of up to 70 
Watts each. 

Enter our competition today, and 

you could be one of the three lucky 

winners. All it costs is a stamp! 

i"il!llll'l'llltdanswer for this competition was: d) VRDS stands 

for VIbration-free Rigid Disc-clamping System 

of one Reference 500 VRDS System package goes to: 

W Keegan of Lanes 
of one Reference 500 A/V System package goes to: 

J Villani of London 
Prize of one Reference 500 System Package goes to: 

P Symcox of Leicester 

HI-Fl CHOICE 

Answer the question below by circling the correct answer, then fill in 

your name, address and day-time telephone number in the spaces 

given below. Please remember to tell us whether you are over 18 

years of age. 

POI'I' '1'1111 DI'I'R1' rGRM TOa 
Hi-Fi Choice Competition (CHFC710A) 

Bradley Pavilions, 

Bradley Stoke North, 

Bristol BS12 OBQ 

All entries must arrive by first post, Thursday October 9th, 1997. 

Q1JESTION 
Wlaat .._IC'I' daad for? 
a) Inductive Coupling Technology 
b) Independent Council for Technology 
c) Internet Companion Times 
d) Inductive Coupling Terminals 

YOUR DBTAILS 
Name 

____________________________________ ___ 

Job Title ------------------------------------

Company Name 
_______________________________ _ 

Address (inc. postcode) _________________________ _ 

Day-time Telephone Number -------------------------
0 Please tick here if you are under 18 

0 Please tick here if you do not wish to receive details of further special offers or new 

products from other companies. 

0 Are you a current subscriber? OR 

0 Are you a regular reader? OR 

0 Are you an occasional reader? 

e The Closing Date for this competition is Thursday October 9th, 1997" 

e Winners of the GLL competition will be judged from all correct entries submitted, 

and drawn at random after the Closing Date" 

e Winners will be notified by post 

e The Editor's decision is final and no correspondence will be entered into. 

e The GLL competition is not open to employees of Dennis Publishing Ltd, GLL, nor 

their suppliers, agents or associates. 

eWe regret this competition is open to UK residents only. 

e No cash alternatives will be offered. 

eWe reserve the right to substitute alternative prizes with equal value to these 

shown, in the unlikely event of stock being temporarily unavailable. 

e By entering the competition you agree to be bound by the rules. 

e All entries must be on this official entry coupon. If you do not wish to cut your 

magazine, you may send a photocopy of the page instead. Please note, only one 

entry form per household. 

CHFC 710A 
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ax1ngs 
DVD audio: so near and yet so far! Jason Kennedy has high hopes for a new era of 

hi-fi sound, if only manufacturers will look further than the end of their balance sheets . 

.A. new audio format on the horizon 
will one day make COs seem as 
antiquated as LPs appear today. 
DVD audio discs promise to 

make CDs sound like gramophone records. 
DVD discs can store a dramatically greater 
quantity of digitised sound information -
potentially with better signal to noise than 
the modern microphone. 

But all depends on the record and hi-fi 
industry bigwigs coming to a decision on the 
sampling rate and word length of the new for­
mat. We have heard a lot of talk about 96kHz 
oversampling combined with 24-bit resolu­
tion, but as yet no-one has made a bitstream 
converter chip that can cope with the second 
half of this equation. There are expensive 
multi-bit systems on the professional market 
that are allowing studios to record at this res­
olution, but DVD players launched so far 
include 20-bit DACs. The 44.1kHz/16-bit 
CD format has sufficed for 15 years, but 
remember how soon we realised its funda­
mental limitations! 

CD redefined sound quality, especially at 
the bottom end of the market, but it had only 
to improve upon cheesy record players. To 
be a worthy and sonically effective succes­
sor to the CD, DVD will need take just as big 
a leap in quality. We should be aiming as high 
as possible at this stage; if a 192kHz sampling 
rate is feasible, albeit currently expensive, 
then it should define the standard. Imagine 
bandwidth that extends to 96kHz! That's on 
a par with the best pro 
tape recorders, and would 
bring to the domestic 
environment the theoret­
ical potential for master­
grade recordings. The 
best analogue tape sys­
tems would have diffi­
culty competing with 
such dynamic range and 
freedom from noise .. Even 
people with limited-range 
hearing can ascerrain 
technically inaudible 
bandwidth changes in a 
recording. This is why the 
CD's 20kHz frequency 
limit can prevent the for­
mat sounding relaxed and 
open like a good turn­
table. Anyone who's 
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heard 96kHz OAT, let alone 96kHz/24-bit 
DVD dems, will know how much of an 
improvement is possible. 

Alan Sircom went up to a recording ses­
sion in Cambridge last month (Editor's 

Notebook, HFC 169) and sat in the studio 
listening to 192kHz/24-bit AID and D/A 
converters from British company Data 
Conversion Systems, dCS � (01799) 
531999. Using the live feed as a reference, it 
was easy to hear the benefit of 192kHz over 
96kHz sampling. Stratospheric rates may 
seem esoteric today, but chip speed is increas­
ing at a vast rate. Fast silicon in a £500 DVD 
machine next year could be in a £250 unit 
the year after. Just look at the vertiginous 
pace of spec improvements in desktop PCs! 

Somehow we must persuade the purse-
holders of development to 
aim for the sonic stars. 
The business mentality 
won't consider sound 
quality unless it translates 
into profit. But, is the best­
sounding hi-fi always 
made by the most prof­
itable companies? August 
bodies must come to 
realise that CD succeeded 
because of sound quality, 
not just for its lack of pops 
and clicks and its immu­
nity to smeared-on jam. It 
reproduced music better 
than formats it replaced. 
DVD audio won't take off 
unless it sounds better 
than CD on the most pro­
saic audio equipment. 

Hi-fi 's coming home •.• 

From another angle, if it was genuinely good 
enough, DVD could save the hi-fi industry 
by bringing people back to the pure pursuit 
of musical enjoyment in the home. It takes a 
pretty decent CD system to captivate me 
with music- I would go so far as to argue 
that a decent early '80s vinyl system was 
more compelling than an early '90s CD one. 

We've done a lot with CD since it arrived, 
and today's best machines are a match for 
their turntabular counterparts. But out in the 
real mini-system-world, people have been 
distracted by games, movies and even home 
accounting (does anybody actually do this?) 
on the 'family PC'. If these families had a 
music system that gave them full-on Oasis or 
The Best Swingbeat Album in the World, 
Ever, might they stop indulging in low qual­
ity screen-based entertainment and get into 
the virtual reality that high resolution audio 
could give them? Not for £399.99, perhaps, 
but if you could persuade them that a decent 
sound system is worth as much (if not more) 
than a home PC, then for £1,299 they'd be 
approaching the mark. 

I guess you'd have to get a screen in there 
somewhere, and some surround channels 
would add some novelty value, but the poten­
tial exists for decent-quality music equipment 
to regain its rightful place in the home. 

One last reason why DVD audio needs to 
be spectacular. It's the small matter of DVD 
being copy protected in full. Because it is also 
a video medium, the movie industry is keen 
that we should not use it to make perfect 
copies from rented discs. Now we have 
affordable CD recorders. But will there be 
ever a DVD recorder to follow suit? � 
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• Offer ends 31.10.97. and is available on recording models only. 

PERSONAL MO 
RECORDER 

MD-X3 
MD/CD 

MINI SYSTEM 

MD-XVJOO 
MD/CD 

COMPONENT SYSTEM 

The cassette tape has finally 

reeled to its end. Now a new digital 

era begins with Sharp MiniDisc. 

A breakthrough that means you 

can digitally record up to 74 

minutes of your favourite music on 

a single disc, over and over again. 

Without any wear, without any 

loss of sound quality. 

What's more you can move, 

divide, combine or erase your 

recorded tracks. 

Thanks to a title generator, you 

can even enter the disc name and 

individual song titles, confirming 

them on the alpha-numeric 

LCD display. 

Then enjoy instant playback with 

the brilliant clarity that 

come from digital sound. 

can only 

�® 
1!11 

Adding a new dimension to music 

at home or on the move. 

All on a neat little MiniDisc that 

no tape can match. 

The unreel, made real by Sharp. 

SHARP 
lNTELLlGENT THlNKlNG 

For further information call 

FREEFONE 0800 262958 

MD-R1 
MINI SIZE 
MD DECK 



The Jimmy Hughes 

Bxpe .. ience 
Jimmy Hughes addresses the vexing question of whether software quality 

determines the sound of hi-fi equipment- or vice-versa! 

A 
pleasure reserved for hi-fi fans is 
discovering that an album of 
excellent music is also superbly 

recorded. Immediately, this jus­

tifies investment in quality reproducing appa­

ratus. But what about albums that sound dis­

appointing? Do you get rid of them or suf­

fer in silence? 

With classical music it's likely 
that the same work will 
be available as several 
performances on a 
variety of labels. So you 
could choose another 
version. But if it's rock or 

jazz, rhe album in question 

may be unique in terms of 

musical conrent, and thus irre­

placeable. There's always a 
chance the record company may 

remaster the disc one day, and 
improve its sound. Otherwise you've 

just got ro accept it as it is, for better or worse. 

As a serial hoarder, I rarely get rid of any­

thing. So when [ buy an LP or CD rh at dis­

appoints sonically, I stash ir away and get it 

out a few months later-perhaps after hav­

ing made some changes and improvements 

to my system. 

I'm almost ashamed of how many rimes 

it's happened, bur if I do listen to my 'prob­
lem' album again at a later dare, it often 
sounds fine-sometimes ro the point where 

I wonder how J could ever have thought oth­
erwise. The explanation? It was my system 

at fault, nor the recording. 
So instead of talking in terms of good and 

bad recording quality, I prefer to use less 
judgemental words like 'easy' and 'difficult'. 

A recording that's easy to reproduce sounds 
good on virtually any system. A 'difficult' 
recording needs careful handling, and may 
only sound okay when everything's right. 

A 'difficult' recording may be very good 
technically, yet sound poor because it creates 
problems for the equipment attempting to 

reproduce it. For example, music with a 
wide dynamic range and extended fre­
quency bandwidth may strain small speak­
ers and amplifiers with limited power. 

Tonal balance is important too; many 
systems are over-dependent on treble fre­
quencies for clarity. A natural, unexagger-
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ated, smoothly-balanced recording can eas­

ily sound dull and muddy played though such 
a system, because it highlights rhe latter's 

lack of mid range clarity and articulation. 

Speakers that lack articulation and clar­

ity at middle frequencies are often highly 

critical of recording quality, especially 

if the tweeter output has been raised 

slightly ro compensate. Such speak­
ers constantly sound dull or over­

bright according to the record­
ing. Only rarely, when every­

thing falls exactly right, will 
the sound seem okay. 

Even with the worst 

systems, it's usually 

-\<i> l possible ro find at least 

..-' \cJ·' / one album that sounds good. 
<" ,.,. 

t�,..t-" As a result, you may feel jusrified 

saying: "if only all recordings were as 
well-made as this, my system would always 
sound great". Bur the acid test of a good sys­

tem is how many recordings it turns to gold, 

nor how many it wrecks. 
I remember buying David Bowie's 

Aladdin Sane LP back in 1974 and thinking 

it was one of rhe worst sounding pop records 

I'd ever heard-thin, edgy, congested, com­
pressed. In terms of absolute hi-fidelity, it's 

neither a great bit of technical engineering, 
nor a well-pressed/well-cur LP. Bur I was 
very gratified when l played a track to a 
friend the other day, and he thought it 
sounded good! 

There's no question that LP pressing stan­

dards and sound quality worsened during the 

'70s, but it's surprising just how many 
albums of this period can sound excellent 

when played on a system that shows what's 

right with them rather than what's wrong. 

Idealising sound 
And then there's the question of what con­

stitutes a good sound. Most of us think we 

know how a piano sounds. But are we think­

ing of some idealised piano sound in our 

heads, or faithfully capturing the timbre of 
the specific instrument? 

l believe many record producers rake the 

former approach, aiming for a 'good' piano 
tone (crisp, bright, clean), rather than the 

actual sound the instrument made at the time 

-which may not be all that special. 

One of the truest, most natural piano 

recordings in my collection is And re Watts 
playing Liszr on two EMI CDs, issued in 
1986. I'm sure these discs faithfully recreate 
the individual timbre of Warts' piano with 

absolute fidelity. Yet when] first listened, just 
over 10 years ago, I was very disappointed. 

The system l had then appeared to make 

the piano tone sound woolly, lacking bite and 

brilliance. Only now do I appreciate just 

how true and unexaggerared the recording 

is. Tonally the instrument sounds dark and 

full, and the treble is nor over brilliant. 
Glamorous it isn't, but the better my system 
gets, the more 'real' this recording becomes. 

It's like viewing a photo of a pretty face 
minus makeup in natural light, alongside 

another that's been heavily manipulated. 

The 'perfection' of the latter is achieved by 
cosmetics and special lighting. Bur it drains 
the subtle individuality from the face. The 

result may be attractive, but ir tells you noth­

ing about rhe person, because rhe photo no 
longer represents what they really look like. 

That's the difference. Listening ro Andre 
Warts' Liszt CDs, I feel 1 can tell precisely 
how he plays because the sound faithfully 
captures his individual tone. Contrast that 
with (say) Andrei Gavrilov's technically stun­

ning (but faceless) 1987 EMI recording of 

Chopin's Etudes, where the perfection is so 
absolute it's coldly mechanical. 

My point is this: a really good system 
humanises music, allowing you ro get in 
touch with performer and composer. That, 
for me, is what it's all about. :!: 
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JAMO NO. 1 IN EUROPE 

- loudspeaker of the 

year 

o's Concert 8 employs some of the 

· sticated loudspeaker drive­

unit technology available, and encases 

it within a sturdily-constructed and 

beautifully-crafted cabinet. This 

advanced engineering leads to a fast, 

dynamic sound for which one would 

normally expect to pay more. It is a true 

audiophile component that will bring 

best in high-quality partnering 

about your nearest 

call Jamo UK on 
mr<,.,�,.,,,�.-..., fax 01327 30051 I. 

THE SOUND OF EXCELLENCE 



Paul ille .. 's 
Oasis of Sanity 

Paul Miller explains the differences between Dol by Pro-Logic and its new digital surround format. 

W
ith the arrival of a new 

'Dolby Digital' rest disc on 

my doormat, I thought this 

an opportune t1me ro 

explore some of rhe fundamenra I differences 

between Dolby Pro-Logic (DPL) surround 

and its digital rival, known at its introduc­
tion as AC-3. 

AC-3 provides five entirely separate, full­
range channels together with an extra Low 

Frequency Effecrs channel to deliver true, 

multi-channel digital surround sound into 

the home. Yet AC-3 is neither a linear or 

rigidly defined format. Rather like the 

ATRAC system behind Sony's two-channel 

(stereo) MiniDisc, AC-3 is Dol by's solution 

to packing six channels of digital surround 

sound into a smaller data-storage area than 
just one channel of CD audio. With luck, AC-

3 soundtracks will be accessible from future 
digital satellite broadcasts, cable TV, NTSC 

Laserdiscs and rhe forthcoming DVD format. 
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T
he more established Dolby Pro-Logic 

format, on rhe other hand, is nor com­

pressed and only contains two separate chan­
nels (i.e. stereo information) inro which the 

four feeds (front LIR, cenrre and mono sur­
round) are marrixed. There's no separate 

subwoofer channel bur low frequency derail 
from the centre and front channels is often 
carved off for rhe purpose. Theoretically, 

the responses of both centre (red trace) and 

front (black trace) channels can cover the 
entire 20Hz-20kHz audio band, though in 

its 'normal' mode rhe cemre channel fea­
tures an early roll-off ( 1) to prevent any deep 
bass from disturbing the dialogue from a 

small, centre speaker. The surround channel 

(blue trace) is also restricted to a reduced 
7kHz bandwidth (2) and though some DPL 
decoders appear to extend into the deepest 

bass (prompting enthusiasts to deploy rear­
channel subwoofers), in pracrice there's lir­
rle real information to be had (3). 
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A
C-3 is shorthand for 'Audio Code num­

ber 3', a form of processing developed 

by Dolby Labs to squeeze as much audio 

information as possible into a limited space. 

A mix of compression and reduction is used 
to support five separate digital audio chan­

nels (front LIR, centre and surround LIR), 
plus an extra Low Frequency Effects chan­

nel at just 384Kbirs/sec. This compares 
favourably with the 1.41Mbits/sec required 

by the non-compressed 2-channe\ digital 

audio of CD and LD. These 5 + 1 channels 

suggested the title '5.1 channel Dolby 

Surround AC-3' bur rhe name of 'Dolby 

Digital' is now being promoted instead. 

Nevertheless, despite data compression, 
ir's important to realise that all five main 

channels stretch from the deepest sub-20Hz 
bass to the limit of our hearing at 20kHz. 

This upper limit is set by the digital sampling 

rate, typically 48kHz. Dol by Digital decoders 

offer a variety of set-up modes; here we see 

the centre channel set to 'small speaker' mode 
(4). Ser ro 'large speaker', all front, centre and 

surround channels would be superimposed 

under rhe flat black line! 

...... 
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D
ol by Digital's 5+ l channel format also 

provides the filmmaker with extra pan­
ning options when the soundtrack is finally 
mixed down. Pro-Logic's matrixed format, 

however, is limited to pans from side-to-side 
at the front and back-and-forth from the 

front to the mono surrounds. This leads to a 

'steering' of effects in Pro-Logic, a limited 

panning possible, say, from left-to-right or 

front-to-back with rhe potential for leakage 
of one channel's action into another. In this 

plot we can see the degree to which impor­

ranr centre-channel information is spilling 

our across the left and right speakers. 
At low (bass) frequencies, the declining 

output of the centre channel is deliberately 
mixed with the front channels (5). Through 

the midband (6), the isolation between cen­

tre and front speakers amounts to 40dB, but 

a figure of 20dB is often deemed sufficient 

with poorer quality decoders. Good centre­

channel isolation is vital to maintain crisp, 

clear dialogue that anchors your attention. 

- -
FREQUI!NC'I' .. till 

B
ack to Dol by Digital, where nor only are 

all five channels full-bandwidth, they 
are also entirely discrete and separate. This 

allows the recording engineer to steer effects 

from any one channel to another- a total 

of 20 different combinations for the special 

effects guys to justify their existence. 

Watch how you set up your Dol by Digital 

decoder. Here, with the centre channel set to 

'small speaker', we can see rhar as its low bass 
rolls off, the detail is blended back into the 
front channels (7), nor unlike DPL. However, 
unlike DPL, the strict 20dB/decade filtering 

yields a porenrially poorer isolation of dia­

logue through rhe midrange (8). 

To hear Dol by Digital at its best, the cen­

tre channel should be switched to 'large 

speaker' whereupon the isolation from cen­
tre-to-front channels (and with any other 
combination of eh a nnels) exceeds the inher­

ent noise floor of the decoder (9)! lt's no sur­
prise, then, that even in comparison with a 
modest AC-3 system, the most accomplished 

Pro-Logic set-up is severely handicapped by 
the format it is forced to work with. � 

·oo you have a subject matter for the Oasis? Please contact 

P.Miller viaE-mail on 100576.302l@compuserve cam 
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Personal 
Paul Messenger gets to grips with some 

QED Airloc plugs and has a fight with a soldering iron. 

I 
don't often mess around with differ­
ent types of interconnect and 
speaker cables. Call me a wimp, but 
I use a lot of Nairn equipment, 

which bristles with all manner of DIN and 
other obscure multi-pin connectors. This 

makes cable substitution very awkward 
and time-consuming, with decidedly hap­

hazard end results if your soldering is any­

thing like mine! 

Dealers who sell all sorts of interesting 

phono-terminated interconnects to inter­
connect other manufacturers' kit, tend to 
reverr to Nairn cable for Naim systems. It's 
not exactly what you'd call audiophile ori­
ented, but it is realistically priced and seems 
to do the business well enough in a system 

context. Mess around and you'll get changes 

right enough, but whether they're genuine 

improvements is often more debatable. 

The same plug/socket lock-our doesn't 

apply to speaker cable, of course, but Naim's 

NACAS has served me well for many years. 
I'm used to its foibles, I respect its consis­
tency, and I prefer not to chop and change 
my system too much anyway (I get confused 
enough as it is!). All cables seem to introduce 

some sort of compromise, and I wouldn't 

argue with those who find NACA5 a touch 

lumpy in the bass, and a bit unruly at the top 

end too. Single- or separated-strand cables 

do tend to sound sweeter, bur I like NACA5's 

do-or-die bandwidth and dynamic range, 
warts and all. 

Despite this, Danny Haikin from London 

retailer Grahams came down for one of my 
listening panels a few months back, and 
called me a couple of weeks later offering to 

let me try something new Grahams was doing 

with ACAS, namely the fitting of QED 
Airloc plugs in place of the normal soldered 
variety. He sent down a pair of cables made 
up for my system; being me I put them in my 
bay window and forgot about rh em for a cou­
ple of months. 

I was preparing for a recent speaker group 
test when I noticed my normal speaker plugs 

were looking a bir worn-out. They get very 
heavy usage, so I try to replace them regu­

larly. But it's a tedious and time consuming 

job which I'm not very good at, so I seized 
the opportunity to put off the inevitable, and 
connected up the Grahams-terminared cable 
instead. 

What a pleasant surprise! It still seemed 
to retain the expected slam, grunt and taut­
ness, which is probably the reason I use the 
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essages 
CLOSE UP VIEW SHOWS HEXAGONAL 

JOINT THAT FUSES THE AIIIDC 

QUDOS CABLE SEAMLESSLY TOGETHER 

CUT AWAY VIEW OF 

PLUG BOD Y 

SHOWS CABLE IN .-._...ua::�� · 

QED's Airloc cold welding system applies a pressure of several 
tons to fuse speaker wire with its accompanying plug. 

cable anyway, but the top end seemed alto­

gether sweeter and cleaner, and the familiar 

NACAS top-end 'hash' was conspicuously 
reduced. Even one of my panellists queried 

what had been changed to make the system 
sound sweeter. Since the cable is the same 

stuff, this is presumably down to the differ­

ent plugs- which previous messing around 

indicates is probably just as important as the 

cable itself. 

The Airloc plug system is an initiative 
from accessory/multi-room specialist QED, 

and first appeared a couple of years ago. I first 
came across ir on the ends of the company's 
Qudos cable in a Sessions feature which ran 
in HFC 145. The simple and logical idea 
behind it is to use crimping (or 'cold-weld­

ing' as it's sometimes called) to bond together 
rhe cable and plug without need for solder, 
and in such a way as to exclude any oxygen 

from the vicinity of the bond. 
It's done by placing the cable and plug in 

a carefully-shaped die, and then applying a 
pressure of several tons in order to drive the 
surfaces of the rwo metals into intimate con­
tact. This has the twin benefits of eliminat­
ing both oxidation and the addition of an 

extra conducting metal at the contact sur­
faces, both of which should be good for pre­

serving delicate signals and avoiding noise. 

Suspicious mincls 
Impressed as I was by the Airloc alternative, 
I was still suspicious of the gilt-plated finish, 
and thought I ought to do a double check by 
re-tipping my regular cable with new Nairn 

plugs. I set off in search of rhe soldering iron, 

whereupon the plumbing decided to lend a 
hand, springing a leak and flooding the 
household electrics. Reprieved again, I sat 
down and gave Nairn Audio a ring instead. 

When I described the improvement with 

the crimped plugs, I was asked who'd sol­

dered the standard Nairn plugs on the other 

cables. Admitting responsibility and saying 

that it hadn't been easy, I heard a heavy sigh 

from the other end. Would I like to pop 

down for a day's training to learn how to sol­
der properly? Apparently, once properly fit­
ted the Nairn plug is itself designed to pro­
mote direct contact between the two con­
ductors, the solder serving to hold everything 

together. 

I then remembered I had a couple of 

lengths of factory-plugged NACA5 which 
hadn't been worn our by repeated use, since 
it was connected to the rear/surround chan­
nels. I put these into the equation, and this 
immediately brought home the full inade­
quacy of my soldering skills. These cables 
were still brighter than the Airloc-tipped 
examples, but it was mostly extra coherent 
information, not hash, that was coming 

through. It's still nor what you'd call a 
'polite' sound, and I can understand why 
some will opt for the more easy-going Airloc 

experience. I guess it's likely to give more 
consistent results too, as the die is likely to 
be more repeatable than the soldering iron. 

Bur I think I'll settle for the warts'n'all, and 
·maybe rake time out to get some soldering 
lessons to boot. .!: 
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"These speakers "Even the best of 

fc . . this bunch was outper orn1 everythtng tn 
d t d ma e o soun 

their class and then go over-aggressive and 
on to ston1p all over the clumsy by Tannoy's 

next league up" new £140 "Large" 

WHAT HI-FI, FEB 1997 bookshelf design, 

, , , , the Mercury M2" 
/ r / \ / r v HI-FI cHoicE, 

" S t ar buy APRIL 1997 

Tannoy "Tannoy's new 
Mercury M2s seem 

Mercury M2" hard to beat" 

WHAT HI-FI, HI-FI CHOICE, 
APRIL 1997 

APRIL 1997 ''Amazing - that's the 
"It's the M2's greater . 
consistency and wider only word to describe 
bandwidth that help it outstrip 
the competition" Tannoy's new 
HI-FI NEWS, APRIL 1997 

Mercury speakers" 
WHAT HI-FI, FEB 1997 

To find out about the revolution in speakers at Tannoy, call 01753 680 868 or visit 
your local hi-fi specialift and hear the new Mercury range of speakers for yourself 
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TELL US YOUR VIEWS ON HI-FI AND MUSIC. THE BEST LETTER EVERY MONTH WINS AN M-S POLO-SHIRT! 

un·za or TBB MONT& 

...... .,. ........ 
I am a big fan of Mana stands, and I use three tiers under each 
piece of my system. After extensive listening I've noticed a Mana 
foible - it is not very good at portraying timbre, and is tonally 
lean. I changed cables which improved timbre quite a bit but 
reduced perceived speed as well. Then I got a RAT A Torlyte plat­
form and the improvement in timbre was phenomenal, although 
speed again slowed down and soundstaging was very flat com­
pared to the Mana. 

I have deduced from this that Mana stands can strip the music 
bare, removing noise and coloration. But as the Torlyte shows, 
some of this low-level detail or noise can be hall ambience or the 
breathing of vocalists, and is essentially timbre. The increased 
perception of speed is due to the fact that notes are being cur­
tailed and frequency extremes rolled off - I've noticed deeper 
bass with Torlyte. 

I now use the Torlyte on top of the Mana. Clearly the Mana 
doesn't tell the whole sonic truth but it makes music involving, 
and that's what counts. 

M Ling, Hounslow, London 

to the Mana equation! 

11p and running 
When testing equipment, do 
you have a policy of using 'run 
in' review samples? I inquire 
because, having been delighted 
with my new Marantz CD-63 
KI, I decided to add a PM-66 KI 
amplifier to my set-up. Initially I 
was disappointed with the 
results; however, I was advised 
to wait at least a few days before 
judging it. After a week it had 
improved dramatically; after 
two weeks it sounded amazing 
and I am now extremely pleased 
with my purchase. I believe that 
this need for 'running in' is not 
uncommon and also applies to 
other equipment such as Nairn. 

I would suggest that a fully 
'run in' sample of this amp 

might not suffer from the 
mystifying lack of slam you 
described (HFC issue 168). 
Using Epos ES14 speakers I 
found that I had to change. my 
cables to avoid damaging the 
foundations of my house! 
]on Parry, Chesterfield, Derby 

It would seem that most equip­
ment requires a decent run in 
and warm up before it gives of 
its best. We always warm up kit, 
but pressure of time forces us to 
rely on manufacturers to ensure 
samples are run in. JK 

Blind listening 
I have always believed your 
rhetoric that the use of blind lis-

tening and measurement pro­
vides unbiased objective 
reviews. However, your latest 
high-end speaker tests have 
proved me wrong. Despite the 
panel rejecting the Rehdeko 
RK115A on listening tests and 
the measured performance 
being highly suspect, Paul 
Messenger still gave it a 
Recommendation, based on the 
fact that he owns a pair, and 
other people should like it 
because he does. 

As a result of this I will in 
future be paying more attention 
to other publications, which are 
at least honest about the way 
they test equipment. 
T Huffinley via the Internet 

The reason we use experienced 
reviewers like Paul is that blind 
listening panels can never give 

the whole picture. A 
reviewer has to experi­
ment with a product in 

order to elicit its full 
potential, something that 

is impossible to do in the 
context of blind listening. 

In the case of the 
RK115 A, the lab tests are 

unusual perhaps, but not neces­
sarily suspect, as you'll note that 
the distortion figure is the best 
in the group, for instance. The 
speaker's unusual tonal balance 
works against it in blind listen­
ing, but with extended use the 
speaker's strengths show 
through and it becomes clear 
why the UK's number one 
speaker guru uses them out of 
choice. JK 

Cybel' belting 
It must be 10 years ago that I 
first read a Jimmy Hughes 
a r t i c l e  o u t l i n i n g  s o u n d  
improvements. Rather than 
the usual advice, he extolled 
the virtues of placing a piece of 

0_1JR AJ)DRESS 
The Editor-in-Chief, Hi-Fi Choice, 

19 Bolsover Street, LONDON WlP 7HJ. 

IS 0171-917 5512. 

e5ll00433.1130@compuserve.com. 
We reserve the right to edit all letters. Concise 
correspondence preferred' All letters must 

include address and daytime 'phone numbers. 

paper under every fourth foot 
on four-footed components and 
a number of other radical sug­
gestions including the removal 
of the damping wool from loud­
speakers. He had picked up all 
of these ideas from Peter Belt, 
and they inspired me to the 
extent that I have been using his 
products ever since. 

Peter's devices have long 
been regarded as tweaks, but in 
my opinion they deal with fun­
damental problems that have 
to be considerded if we are ever 
to perceive good sound. But 
don't take my word for it, 
another committed user is Dr 
Richard Graham who produces 
an in tern et newsletter for Belt 
enthusiasts. For anyone who 
has internet access, this can be 
found at http://www.belt. 
demon.co.uk/ 
PT Turner, Halifax, W. Yorks 

Win clobber! 
The best letter every month wins a stylish 

polo-shirt from Mordaunt-Short, 

purveyors of fine loudspeakers. 

Available in black with a discreet sleeve 

logo. One 'large' size fits all. 



STATEMENTS 

Alan Sircom auditions conrad­

johnson's Anniversary Reference 

Triode (ART) preamp. 

Is £15,000 enough to buy 

freedom of musical expression? 

I
t's a sad fact of hl-fi, but among 

components in a hi-fi system, the 

preamplifier is more inherently 

flawed than any other link in the 

entire audio chain. it is often over­

looked in favour of exotic sources, hefty 

power amplifiers or large speakers, but the 

preamplifier's role of switching signals, and 

increasing or decreasing volume to suit, is a 

key role fraught with potential problems. 

The latter include breakthrough (where 

the signal from one source influences 

another), cross-talk (where the right and 

left channel mix together), and of 

course massive sonic degradation 

caused by channel selection and 

volume attenuation circuits. 

Even expensive, single­

source passive potentiome­

ters and digital volume 

switches are not immune 

from the problems inher­

ent to preamplifiers. In 

short, a preamp is usually 

at best a necessary evil. 

Fortunately, there is light 

at the end of the preamplifier 

tunnel, in the guise of the con­

rad-johnson ART, an acronym 

standing for Anniversary Reference 

Triode. This £14,995 preamplifier is a 

celebration of c-j's 20 years at the high­

end tiller, and is available only on a strictly 

limited, individually-numbered basis. Once 

250 ARTs have been built, there will be no 

more; already the order books are filling up. 

This all-new, line-level-only design 

replaces the long-standing Premier 7B as c­

j's flagship preamplifier. lt is a true dual­

mono device, with only a microprocessor 

connection cable linking the two chassis. 

The microprocessor is the only circuit 

shared between both channels: all other 

components, even the mains leads, are 

duplicated on left and right. 
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The microprocessor uses a bank of 

processor-driven relays to effect input selec­

tion and volume adjustment, without affect­

ing sound quality. In the case of the latter, 

signal gain levels are controlled in a most 

sophisticated manner. The microprocessor 

selects the necessary combination of Vishay 

resistor values for any desired volume level, 

offering 100 steps of level and balance 

adjustments, each step having an approxi­

mate increment of 0.66dB. 

CONRAD JOBNSON A.R. T. 

Throughout the ART 

c-j has attempted to 

keep circuits as simple 

as possible. There is 

only a single gain 

stage, the preamp is a 

single-ended design, 

and it incorporates tri­

ode valves. In theory, 

using a triode without a 

cathode follower shou Id 

prevent it from driving long 

interconnect cables, due to the 

high output impedance of the tri­

ode itself. The company did not want to 

burden the preamp with an extra buffer 

stage (the cathode follower), but instead 

designed a unique 'composite triode' circuit 

using five 6922 dual-triode tubes in parallel. 

This, it is claimed, effectively lowers the out­

put impedance of the preamplifier to one­

tenth that of the conventional circuit. 

Furthermore, the parallel configuration acts 

to cancel out noise from these tubes. lt is 

suggested this circuit layout makes the 

ART's signal-to-noise ratio some 6dB better 

than any other tube
· 
c-j preamp. 

Naturally, the ART preamplifier uses only 
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The 'ultimate high-end preamp' positively 
bristles with custom-made polypropylene 
capacitors and Vishay bulk-foil resistors. 

the finest components throughout: top-qual­

ity Vishay bulk-foil resistors and c-j's own 

polystyrene capacitors in the main circuit; 

the finest gold-plated silver contacts, sealed 

for longevity, in the switching relays. Also, 

all the connectors are made from the finest 

gold-plated oxygen-free copper. The cham­

pagne front panel is in common with other c­

j electronics, but the overall styling smacks 

of Frank Lloyd Wright's architecture- even 

though it was designed by c-j's Lou Johnson. 

Sound is where the Art is 

On first hearing the ART, the brain takes a 

while to compensate for the lack of col­

oration and blurring normally associated 

with preamplifiers. About 10 minutes is suf­

ficient to progress through the learning 

curve, however. All of a sudden, it seems 

like a new reference point has been estab­

lished, and all previous convictions about 

the sonic character of speakers, for example, 

come into question. Although when sold the 

ART will be partnered with transducers of a 

calibre immune to public disgrace, during 

my listening tests it highlighted no bloom in 

the bass, no brashness in the treble and 

none of the oddities normally associated 

with speaker designs. I doubt whether any of 

the ART's potential 250 owners will install it 

in a system with low-priced speakers, but if 

they did, they'd be surprised. 

Unlike every other preamp I've heard 

before, the ART inspires in me only silence: 

quite simply, it transmits musical signals, 

unsullied, in a manner that many rivals 

claim to do- and fail to do. lt's little won­

der that those who've heard the true nature 

of the ART need little persuasion to buy it. 

lt's like a time machine. lt can make a 
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three-minute pop song stretch to six or seven 

minutes. Not in a dull, ponderous way, but 

by cramming so much information into the 

head that ears have to buffer it lest one's 

brain overloads. This often happens with live 
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music, where time seems to move more 

slowly than when one is listening to a 

record. Play a compressed pop song to find 

out just how fast this preamplifier can be­

bands like Rage Against The Machine will 

sound as fast and as tight as you have ever 

heard them play, but will also have much of 

their compression intact too. Yet it makes 

more sense of Jimi Hendrix than ever before. 

With the ART, disc after disc from my 

collection revealed hidden secrets, from 

Glenn Gould's Goldberg Variations and a 

variety of Mozartian monologues and Delian 

dirges, via sublime '50s jazz recordings of 

Lee Morgan and Gene Ammons, right 

through to the very latest in techno from The 

Prodigy and Bomb The Bass. lt rendered 

each and every one with uncolored accuracy 

to the origi na I sound. 

There is no matching ART phono stage, 

but c-j aficionados will find the £3,995 

Premier Fifteen phono stage more than 

equal to the task. The matching £3,995 

Premier Fourteen line preamp also works 

along ARTy lines, but it's not hard to discern 

why the ART's £11,000 premium is money 

well spent. I know of no better preamplifier, 

so if you want the very best, start saving 

now. They won't be around forever .. . 

Audiofreaks � (0181) 948 4153 

HOME IS WHERE THE ART IS ... ALAN SIRCOM INTERVIEWS 

LOU JOHNSON C-J'S TECHNICAL DIRECTOR. 
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Immerse yourself 

Pu-re enlightenment- courtesy of SennheisPT. 

From string quar"tet to the heaviest metal, 

from cannon blast to one hand clajJjJing, 

Sennheiser headp!wnPs reveal the t-ruth. 

Tra.nsjJa-rent sound in absolute comfort, the 

ultimate contemplation for m·usic lovers eveT)'Where. 

Now go meditate on that. 

Sennheiser UK Ltd, FREEPOST, High Wycombe, Bucks HP12 3BR. Telephone: 01494 551551. Fax: 01494 551550. 

e-mail106066.2217@compuserve.com Web www.sennheiser.com 



AVALON AVATAR STATEMENTS 

The A111erican dream 
In his never-ending quest for 

the right musical note, Alan 

Sircom tries out the Avatar, a 

classy high-end speaker from 

US manufacturer Avalon. A.valon is not yet a household 
name in the UK, but in the US it 
is has long been one of the great 
high-end companies. Its prod­

ucts range from up-market (but almost 
affordable) stand-mounted monitors, to 

huge £75,000 reference-class speakers. 
The first floorstander in the range is the 

£5,495 Avatar (£4,495 in black). It has the 
distinctive swept-back design common to 
the Avalon breed, making it look like an ele­
gant and angular '90s version of the Leaning 
Tower of Pisa. The speakers are finished in 
a rich, hand-sanded, book-matched cherry or 
walnut veneer, which extends right around 
the ea binet. The line isn't broken by a set of 

speaker cables, since the spade-lug terminals 

are fitted to the base of the speaker. 

It's not a huge speaker, but still it sum­
mons up an air of quality. It stands little more 
than a metre tall, and is proportioned to 
look elegant and svelte; yet in truth it is a 
fairly massive enclosure weighing 30kg. The 
driver complement of the sealed-box Avatar 
is simple: just a 25mm titanium dome tweeter 
and a 200mm Nomex/Kevlar composite­
cone woofer. It has a claimed sensitivity of 
85dB, a suggested six Ohm nominal imped­
ance, and a claimed in-room frequency 
response of 45Hz-24kHz. 

The efficiency and sensitivity of the 
speaker do not paint the full picture, how­
ever. There is the touchy subject of compat­
ibility to take into account. While I would 
not expect someone other than a reviewer to 
partner a five grand speaker with a £300 
amplifier, there are some ground rules that 
are best followed. First, this speaker needs 
as many decent-quality Watts as you can 
throw at it. At least 100 Watts will bring the 
speaker to life, but more is better. Second, of 
course, is quality of amplification- I used 
the Meridian 557 to good effect, but this 
speaker will really sing when teamed up with 
Krell, Levinson or Muse power. 

The beauty of the Avalon Avatar is its 
sheer musicality - if you use it with the 
right sources and amplification. There is a 
silky-smooth sheen to its sound, but this 
does not cover the music in a cloying blan­
ket of high-end glitz. Nor is there some magic 

HI-Fl CHOICE 

music beautification filter, but the Avalon 
speakers do make the very most of any of 
music that they reproduce. 

The ultimate test 

I put the Avalons through high-end hell in 
my listening sessions. Not one Windham 

Hill or Chesky disc came even close to being 
played; instead, I fed the speakers a diet of 
cheesy listening, techno, blunted beats, 

thrash (and trash) metal, '70s rock, ' 50s jazz 

and the sort of classical music that would 
make Mozart wince. There is a scale of com­
ponent pain attached to my torture discs: the 
average 'audiophile' disc registers a one or 
two at most, while Albert Ayer, Big Black, 
Mahler, Panufnik and Zappa score the big 
10. Few speakers get further than six or seven 
without screaming in pain; even high-end 
speakers normally turn up their spikes at 
about eight. But along with the Quad 
Electrostatic and the Rehdeko RK115a, the 
Avalon stayed the course. This speaker has 
an added advantage over the others above­
mentioned: it is a truly full-range design and 
looks much more elegant. 

The Avatars possess a unique ability to 
disappear sonically, which is a hard task for 

any speaker to perform. Install them carefully 
and they will be apparent only by their lack 
of intrusion. I heard no box coloration or 
false warmth; there was no lack of image 
space and depth, and definitely no brightness 
or tweeter sizzle. Integration between the 
drivers was not an issue, as the speaker 
sounded effectively like one driver: treble, 

mid and bass blended seamlessly. They evoke 
electrostatics, but occupy nowhere near as 

much real estate. 
The Avalon Avatar has that wonderful 

sense of naturalness that typifies the very best 
music. Note that I say music and not just hi­
fi, for the really good stuff begins to sound 
more natural than electronic and makes you 
hungry for more. This naturalness takes a lit­
tle getting used to, especially if you are used 
to the sort of enhanced hi-fi sound found 

lower down the audio evolutionary scale. 
I find the combination of elegant design, 

solid build and decent sound to be an all­
round winner. It would need to be, since the 
speaker is little taller than a Linn Keilidh but 
costs at least six times as much. However, if 
you measure your hi-fi by size alone, you 
aren't ready for the Avalon Avatar! � 

Audiofreaks 0 (0181) 948 4153 
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With Cinema DSP, You'll be amazed at 
what comes out of the woodwork. 

Bats screech overhead. Wolves howl in the distance. And footsteps crunch across your 
living room floor. 

No, it's not your imagination. You're hearing sounds placed around the room, just as the 
director intended. 

All courtesy of Yamaha Cinema DSP. T he home theatre technology that gives dialogue 
more definition. Music, more dimension. And sound effects, more graphic detail. 

Only Yamaha Cinema DSP creates phantom speakers that fully replicate the experience 
you get in multi-speaker movie theatres. It sounds so real, in fact, you'll sw�Q.r you hear 
sounds in places that you don't even have speakers. 

As you might imagine, a breakthrough like this is no small feat. It's accomplished by 
multiplying the effects of Digital Sound Field Processing and Dol by Pro Logic.® 

TM 

CINEMA DSP 

0 Phantom Speakers 

Only Yamaha 
Cinema DSP 
creates phantom 
speakers. It sounds 
so real, you'll swear 
you hear sounds in 
places you don't 
even have speakers. 

Digital Sound Field Processing is Yamaha's unique technology that electronically recreates some of the finest performance venues 
in the world. And Dolby Pro Logic is the technology responsible for placing sound around the room, matching the dialogue and 
sound effects with the action on the screen. 

Together, these two technologies allow Yamaha to offer a complete range of home theatre components that outperform other 
comparatively priced products on the market. 

Stop by your local Yamaha dealer for what could be a very eerie demonstration. Maybe we can't talk you into a system, but that 
doesn't mean we can't scare you into one. 

For your local Yamaha Dealer telephone: (01923) 233166. 

Yamaha Electronics (UK) Ltd, 200 Rickmansworth Road, Watford, Herts. WDJ 7)5. Dolby Pro Logic is a registered trademark of Dol by Laboratories Licensing Corporation. 

To: Yamaha Electronics (UK) Ltd. 200 Rickmansworth Road, Watford, Herts. WDl 7JS. Tel: (01923) 233166 

Name ............................................. . 

Please send me full information on Yamaha Hi-Fi Components and AN Range. 

................. . . ......... .... Address . ............................................................. ......... ..... . 

. ... Tel. 

Please state where you saw this advertisement ... 



VOTE FOR YOUR FAVOURITE BI-FI DEALER 
AND WIN A HOLIDAY IN NEW YORK! 

H 
ere's a fantastic chance for hi-li fans to win a £1,000 

holiday for two in New York. The First Prize winner plus 

friend will fly to the Big Apple on any date of their choos­

ing*, to spend three nights in a Four Star hotel just ID minutes from 

NYC's famous Fifth Avenue. Four runners-up will win one of two 

Marantz CD-67SE CD players worth £350 each, or two Marantz CD-67 

CD players worth £270 each. There are five prizes in total. 

So why are we doing this7 To reward the shops that sell hi-li the 

best. On the Prize Draw Voting Form below, we're asking hi-li enthusi­

asts to tell us which UK hi-li dealer gives the best service. The retailer 

with most votes will be awarded Hi-Fi Choice Hi-Fi Dealer of the 

Year 1997 in association with Marantz & Tannoy. The winning dealer 

will also receive a £1,000 New York holiday for two. 

*Please see the Terms & Conditions below for full details of the holiday prize. 

IT'S EASY TO ENTER! 
Using the form below, fill in your name, address and daytime 'phone 

number. Then tell us which hi-li shop you think should be voted Hi-Fi 

Dealer of the Year 1997, and why. Don't just write down the shop with 

the lowest prices- the best hi-li dealers offer integrity, customer 

service, product knowledge, friendly staff, and the ability to under­

stand customers' needs. Think of a hi-li shop you visit again and again. 

That's the dealer you should nominate at point (1). Tell us why at point 

(lA) When you've decided on your favourite store, think whether there's 

a member of staff there who should receive special praise. If so, write 

down their name at point (2). Tell us why at point (2A) When you've filled 

in the form, just post it off- there's no need for a stamp as we pay the 

postage Your name will be entered in the Prize Draw automatically 

Note, we must receive your form by F1rst Post on Friday October 31991. 

For details of your nearest Marantz dealer, m (01753) 680868. 

TERMS & CONDITIONS FOR PRIZE DRAWS 
(Rules apply to the Hi-Fi Choice/Marantz}Tannoy prize draw) 
1) All entries must be on the entry form provided. Photocopies will be accepted, 
but not multiple entries. 
2) To be eligible for the draw, the entry form must be completed in full. 
3) There is no cash alternative to the prizes, nor an alternative prize. Should a 
prize be unavailable for whatever reason, an alternative prize of equivalent value 
will be provided in its place. 
3) The three-night holiday prizes each include a return flight to New York from 
London Heathrow airport, taxi transfers between airport and hotel in the US 
only, and accommodation in a Four Star hotel in the US. Winners are liable for 
all other costs, including travel to and from their home in the UK to London 
Heath row airport. 
4) The holiday prizes may commence on any date chosen by the winners 
between January 1, 1998 and June 30, 1998. 
5) Employees of Dennis Publishing Ltd, its agents and associates, the manufac­
turers and suppliers of the prizes, their agents and associates, are not eligible to 
enter the prize draws. 
6) We regret that the competition is only open to UK residents. 
7) Entries must be received by October 3, 1997. Proof of posting will not be 
deemed as proof of delivery. 
8) Prizes for this draw will be awarded to the first entries chosen at random by 
the Editor-in-Chief of Hi-Fi Choice magazine after the closing date of Friday 
October 3, 1997. No correspondence will be entered into, and the Editor-in­
Chief's decision is final. 
9) Winners will be notified by post. 
10) For a full list of winners, write, enclosing a stamped addressed envelope, to: 
Hi-Fi Choice Dealer Competition Winners, Dept 169/Z, 19 Bolsover Street, 
London WlP 7HJ, within six weeks of the draw date. 
11) Winners names will be announced in the Best Buys 97 edition of Hi-Fi 
Choice, on-sale Thursday November 20, 1997. 
11) Please tick here if you are under 18 years of age. 0 
12) Should you not wish to be informed of other offers and promotions, please 

tick the box. 0 

r----------------------------------------------------------

: PRIZE DRAW VOnNG FORM 
: (1) My vote for the Hi-Fi Dealer of the Year 1997 (shop) goes to 
I 
I 
I 

! (lA) Why? (in no more than 15 words) __ 

I 
I 

I 
(2) My vote for the Hi-Fi Dealer of the Year 1997 (salesperson) goes to 

(2A) Why7 (in no more than 15 words) 

Name Address 

Post code 

Daytime Telephone Number ---------- CHFC710Z 

SEND YOUR ENTRY IN AN ENVELOPE TO: 
H 1-FI CHOICE DEALER OF THE YEAR 1997 

Freepost WD7, Patchway Bnstol, BS12 OBR 

There's 110 need (or a stamp- zue fhl)' the poshzgc! 



Alan Sircom is here to answer your hi-fi queries this month. 
Send yom hi-li queries to 'Help!' at Hi-fi Choice, 19 Bo/sover Street, London W1P 7HJ • tax on 0171-917 5512 • e-maif on 100433.1130@compuserve.com 
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Upgrading Regas 

I recently upgraded my amplifier to an Orelle SA-100 and CD 

player to a Marantz CD-63 mkll Kl Signature. My speakers are 

Rega Kytes which are excellent miniatures. However, I am 
looking for speakers with a bigger all-round performance. 

I've auditioned Epos ES14s and was impressed by their control 
and bass extension but found the treble a bit restrained. Could 
you comment on matching the Epos ES14 to my system and 
recommend any alternatives, either larger standmounts or 
floorstanders? Could you also suggest any suitable cables and 
interconnects? My budget is about £800. 

B McKoy, Bedford 

Compared to the free-sounding of the Rega Kytes, many speakers 
will seem restrained. You may find the only speakers that suit 
your tastes are the bigger Rega ELA mk II floorstanders, which 
have a lot of the character of the Kytes. The ELA's only stumbling 
block is the bass, which is considered to be less controlled than 
that of the ES14. The ES14 was designed to partner the Nairn 
NAP 250, which has a more forward treble than the Ore/le SA­
lOO, and it is not surprising that the ES14/SA-100 combo sounds 
a little treble shy. Other speaker systems that may match include 
the B&W CDMl, the Heybrook Quartet and the Mission 752. 

When it comes to cables, using a combination of Ortofon 
SPK300 speaker cables and Linn Analogue interconnect cable 
will give good bass with a high degree of definition. This should 
balance out the sound well. 

HI-FI CHOICE 



OH on a Tangent 

My system comprises a Marantz CD-46 CD player, 
Kenwood KA-3020SE amplifier, Marantz SD-40 cassette 
deck and Pioneer S-PS20 speakers. I want to upgrade the 
speakers to enclosures that will better complement the rest of 
my system. .. 

My shortlist includes the Tannoy Mercury M2s, B&W 
DM601 and Mordaunt-Short MS10i Pearls. Which would you 
suggest? Also, would speaker cables such as Cable Talk be suitable 
for my system? I listen to reggae, soul and jazz-funk. 
NM Dexter, Kings Norton, Birmingham 

Our shortlist would include these speakers, too. We would also 
recommend the B&W DM302, the JPW MLSlO, the Mission 731 
Pro and the Tangent Monitor 9. Given your tastes in music, the 
floorstanding Tangent Monitor 9 would be the option to beat. And 
yes, Cable Talk 3.1 cable would work well in this system. 

HI-FI CHOICE 
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Tracking down a DAC 

My current system consists of a Linn Karik CD player, Linn Kairn 
Pro preamp, three Linn LK100 power amps tri-wired into Linn 
Kaber loudspeakers, with an 11 year old Denon tape deck and 
tuner. I intend to have Aktiv boards installed for the speakers in 
the near future. All of the components were auditioned 

individually and purchased over six years because they sounded 
the best to me at the time. I obviously like the Linn sound and my 
listening tastes are broad, including Mary Black, Pink Floyd and 
Santana, classical opera and orchestral music and jazz of the Gerry 
Mulligan/Dave Brubeck variety. 

My enquiry is concerning the selection of a DAC. I do not know 
where I could hear my complete shortlist of DACs in one shop or 
obtain a home demonstration of them. I am very aware that to 

audition various DACs at different shops with other makes of 
amps and speakers is not at all satisfactory and could lead to a 
very expensive mistake being made. My nearest shop only has 
Linn and Audiolab DACs on demo. 

With a budget of about £2,000, which of the following do you 
suggest: Linn Numerik, DPA, Pink Triangle, Audiolab and Audio 
Synthesis? Do you know of a single shop where I can audition 
these in a system similar to mine? 

M Aldridge, Northants 

Seeing how Linn-oriented your 
system is, I think that the 

Numerik is calling you. If I 
had such a Linn-based system, 
it would be calling me. But 
full marks for attempting to 

resist that Glasgow tractor 
beam. Sadly, I know of no shop 
that stocks all the products you 
name, due to petty politics. So 

'-----------------' you have to eliminate your 
choices slowly. Your local dealer can demonstrate the difference 
between Linn's Numerik and Audio/ab's 8000DAC. Regardless 
of whether Linn or Audio/ab wins out, find shops that will pit 
Linn equipment against the D P A, Pink and Audio Synthesis 
converters. Eventually, you will discover a pecking order. 

One thing to consider, though. If you have to travell 00 miles 
for a converter that is only fractionally better than one stocked 
locally, remember that if anything goes wrong with the converter 
there is at least one 200-mile round trip involved to get it fixed. 
This may sway your opinion. 
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Ampli&er limitations 

My system consists of an Arcam Delta 270 CD and a pair of Bang 
& Olufsen Beovox CXlOO speakers, powered by an entry-level 
Yamaha integrated amp. Although I'm charmed with the sound, I'm 
convinced that the amplifier is limiting the CD's full potential, and 
as a result must go. My indecision lies in choosing a replacement. 
]on Reinharz, Ireland, via the Internet 

You are correct, the amplifier needs to go, but I'd also suggest 
that you upgrade the speakers as well. We would recommend an 
Arcam Alpha 9, Orelle SA-100 or Pioneer A-300R Precision 
integrated amplifier, with a pair of Heybrook Heylios, Musical 
Technology Harrier or Professional Monitor Company TBl. 
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Krell does it well 

I currently have a rather old system comprising a pair of IMF 
ALS30 speakers, aLuxman L30 amplifier and a Sony CDP-502ES 
CD player. I plan to upgrade slowly to start with by buying a pair 

of Monitor Audio Studio 20SEs, followed by the Krell KA V 300i 
and possibly the KA V 300cd. But would it be more sensible to 
keep the Sony and add a DAC? My listening room is large but 
unfortunately the locals are not deaf! 
Neale Watson, via the Internet 

Stick with the Krell kit. The Sony/DAC combo is not as likely to 
match a Krell amp as a matching Krell CD will. Also, upgrading 
in the way you suggest is not ideal, but as long as the amp isn't on 
its last legs, why worry? 

Assuming that you have auditioned the combination first to see 

if it is for you, this trio should blend together well, especially 

when used with lengths of Transparent Audio cable when you 
buy the amplifier. 

HI-FI CHOICE 



Registering the bass 

I have a CD-based system comprising the Sony CDP-715, Pioneer 

A-400 amp and Mordaunt-Short MS20 speakers. My problem is 
that I am not happy with the bass after moving to a 
6x6m room. 

I am thinking of adding a subwoofer, but the 
highly recommended REL is not available here in 
Manila. I am considering the Polk PSW 100 instead. 
Do you think this would be a good partner for my 
system? Or would it be better if I bought 
floorstanders? If so can you recommend a particular 
model which would retain or improve my present 
speaker quality and produce better bass register? 

fun Ocampo, The Philippines, via the Internet 

You could add the PSW 100 subwoofer if you want, 
but we would suggest getting a floorstanding 
speaker with more oomph. Try the Acoustic Energy 
AE109 or even its new bigger brother, the AE120 
(reviewed on p93). If that doesn't fill a room with 
decent bass, few things will. 

Hl-FI CHOICE 
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Digital imaging 

I am looking for a head phone amplifier to drive my Sony MDR 
CD 3000 amplifier. I am especially interested in image processors 
that create a more visual soundstage between the ears. 

The source is a Pioneer D-05 DAT player, with tapes digitally 
recorded from my Philips CD 950 and Monster Datalink 100 

interconnect. I may add an outboard DAC later. 

Anthony Giakanikhs, Athens, Greece 

We would exercise some caution when it comes to using 

processors for headphones. Most headphones 'lateralise' the 
sound, creating an in-head orchestra thanks to having speakers 
less than a centimetre from the ear. To get away from this either 

takes digital signal processing or 
electrostatic ear-pieces such as the 

£450 Stax Lambda Nova 
Basic, which is a fine 

example of the breed. 

DSP by contrast, often 
detracts as much as it 
adds. Unless you 
want to add Dolby 
Pro-Logic home 
cinema sound with 
the Sennheiser 
Lucas, don't bother. 
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Bi-fi Choic:e Subscription Offer 

Hi-Fi Choice 
headphones 

Only £14.97 FREE 

Subscribe to Hi-Fi Choice today and get these outstanding Sennheiser HD 435 headphones, worth 

£29.95. Simply complete the form below and return it to: Hi-Fi Choice Subscriptions Department, 

FREEPOST WD7, Bristol BS12 OBR (no stamp required). 

Your 
headph��e 
.... 

.... 
..,.. Natural sound with excellent 

bass response 

..,.. OFC copper cable 

..,.. 2 year guarantee 

.... RRP £29.95 

Bi-li Choice Subscription Application form 
0 Please start my subscription from the next available issue and send 
me my FREE Sennhelser headphones 

OR 
0 I am already a subscriber, please extend my subscription and send me 

my FREE Sennheiser headphones 

YOUR SUBSCRIPTION 
Direct Debit payment 

0£14.97 every six months (UK only) 

Cheque or Credit/Debit Card payment 

1 year 0 UK £29.97 0 Europe £43.99 0 World £56.99 

YO'UR DETAILS '· \ \ 
Name 

Address 

Postcode Daytime phone 

\ \ 

Complete and return this form to: HI-Fi Choice Subscriptions Department, 

FREEPOST WD7, Bristol BS12 OBR (no stamp required), 

Overseas readers please return this form to: Hi-Fi Choice Subscriptions 

Department, Bradley Pavilions, Bradley Stoke North, Bristol BS12 OBQ UK 

YO'UR CHOICE OF PAYMENT 

Complete section Q Direct Debit 8 Cheque or E) Credit /Debit Card 

0 0 I would like to subscribe by Direct Debit for just £14.97 every six months 

Instruction to your bank or building society to pay by Direct Debit 

To the manager: Bank name 

Address 

Postcode 

Name of account holder(s) 

Bank sort code I 11 1 1  11 1 1  11 I Account number I 11 11 11 11 
-- -- --

Originators I.D. No. ll_II1._11�11_§_11_§_11_Q_I 

� 

Office use Ref No. I 
11 11 11 11 

Please pay Dennis Publishing Ltd. Direct Debits from the account detailed on 

I 

this instruction subject to the safeguards assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee. 

Signature(s) Date 

Banks and building societies may not accept Direct Debit instructions for some types of account 

f) 0 I enclose a cheque made payable to: Dennis Publishing Limited 

E) 0 Please charge my 

0 Visa 0 Access;Mastercard 0 AMEX 0 Switch (Issue No 

Card Number 1�11�11�11�1 1�11�11�11�1 1�11_11�11�1 1�11�11�11�1 1�11�11�1 

Expiry date 1�11�1 1�11�1 

Signed Today's date 

0 Please indicate here if you do not wish t6 receive deta1ls of further special offers or new products 

IN A HURRY? CALL THE CREDIT CARD HOTLINE NOW 

I \ 

P70� 
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Dear Reader, 

Magazine awards are ten-a-penny these days- but which ones can you trust? All too 

many 'winning products' are decided by politically-minded cabals in smoke-filled 

rooms, behind locked doors. But all of EISA's Awards are decided by a democratic 

process of nomination and voting, ensuring that the winners are truly the favourites of 

European consumers, not business interests! Hi-Fi Choice has exclusive rights to be 

the UK's hi-fi magazine in EISA, and to report the Awards every year. 

EISA is now the biggest European Awards organisation for the consumers it serves. 

lt is often imitated, but never equalled, and this year's Awards presentation ceremony 

(to be held during the Funkausstellung show in Berlin) will be bigger than ever. A new 

highlight will be an auction of winning products, kindly donated by manufacturers, in 

aid of the children's charity UNICEF. 

So welcome once again to the hi-fi and home cinema awards you can trust. Our 

congratulations to all the well­

deserving winners- and I 

hope you have the opportunity 

to hear (or see) some of them 

in action. Maybe in your own 

'9:�=�-t-
ATW "Stan" Vincent 

Editor-in-Chief 
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Photostud10 De Boer & Geesmh Thes1 Geesmh Amsterdam T/1e Netherlands 

Camera Nikon F5 
Compact Camera Olympus Mju 11 
APS Camera Canon EOS IX 
Colour Film Kodak Royal Gold 100, 200, 400 
Lens Tamron SP 90mm f2.8 Macro 
B&W Product llford Multigrade FB Warmtone 
Digital Camera Fujix DS-300 
Digital Printer Epson Stylus Photo 
Scanner Olympus ES-10 

VIDEO AWARDS* 

Television JVC AV-32WP2 
Digital Camcorder JVC GR-DVX 
Family Camcorder Canon UC-X15Hi 
Video Recorder Philips VR 969 
Satellite Receiver Nokia MediaMaster 9500S 
Multimedia Product Hitachi MPEG Camera 
Video Innovation Sony FD Trinitron Wide 
*(reported in September/October issue of Home Entertainment magazine) 

EISA, the European lmaging & Sound Association, exists to promote 
photography, video, hi-fi and home cinema equipment throughout 
Europe. Its members are specialist consumer magazines serving 
those industries- in total, there are 35 magazines, from 18 coun­
tries spread across Europe from Portugal to Russia. 

The origins of EISA date back to 1982, when five European photo 
magazines came together to select a Camera of the Year. This award 
was received extremely well by both consumers and manufacturers, 
so much so that the learned panel started to bestow favours on other 
items of photographic equipment, a_nd slowly added more magazines 
to the quorum. In 1989 EISA (as it is known today) was born, to 
recognise excellence in photography, hi-fi and video equipment. 

Nowadays there are three European Awards Panels (one for each 
product category), and on the European Audio Panel, Hi-Fi Choice 

(together with its sister title Home Entertainment) is one of 19 mag­
azines from 17 European countries. 

We are the sole UK representatives, and have been since 1993. 

And this year, in addition to its role on the Audio panel, Home 

Entertainment has become the UK representative on EISA's Video 
Awards panel, following the resignation of Video Camera magazine . 

"BICB PRODVC'I'I ARE ELIGIBU: 

E NOMDIATED fOR Alii AWARD? 

All products nominated must be in production, and must have been 
available for evaluation to the majority of panel members. They must 
be available for sale to the general public in most European countries 
by 15 August in the year of the Awards. Each award is valid from 15 
June one year to 14 June the next. 

OW DO TBE JUDGES DECIDE ON TBE WINNERS? 

In late Spring, each member magazine of the European Audio Panel 
(EAP) proposes its own favoured products to be shortlisted for an 
Award. In June, the Editors-in-Chief of those member magazines 
come together in Geneva to debate the selections proposed, then 
they vote on the short-list, and select the winners in each category. 

DO 11JSE TBE EISA AWARDS TO BVY EOVIPMINT? 

While every winning product embodies excellence and quality in 
equal measure, it will not automatically combine with another har­
moniously to make up a great system. The secret of successful. hi-fi 
system building is to use these Awards as the starting point for your 
choices. Then you should rely on the skills of your local specialist 
dealer, who will be able to establish your tastes and build you a 
great-sounding rig! To find your nearest specialist hi-fi dealer, just 
turn to our Dealer Directory on page 139. Enjoy! 
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As you may have noticed, om· ads tend to have answet·s 

fot· just about everything. Like where to bow 

your head to at sunset (Skanderbot·g, 

Denmm·k, the one and only home of 

our famous speakers, which lies 

exactly east of Aanor-aaq, Gt·eenland), 

whom to worship on hazy, lazy, music-filled 

Sunday aften1oons (may we hmnbly suggest 

out· chief tester Eeik 'The Ear' Nielsen 

whose fame tn audiophile cit·cles has 

t•eached that of any ooiven dead pop stat·, 

although he hasn't been sighted tn 

super·mat·kets lately) ot·, last but not least, 

how Lo build the penultimate, unsut·-

motmtable, unbelievably tr·ue loudspeaket· 

(by lovingly cmfting it awund a voice coil 

tlu·ee times bigget· than the competition, or 

twice the size of Jose£ Stalin). This time, 

we're just telling you what to do tonight. Switch off your 

beloved amps! Tm·n on the bloody computer again. 

And visit us at om· new and exteemely knowledge-

able internet site on the WorldWide Wait (it's 

at http://www.dynaudio.com, just in case 

you't·e the type who doesn't read headlines). 

Where, besides having tremendous amounts of 

fun , you will find some very good reasons why 

out· speakers sound so open, ait·y and natural. 

How we manage to get such a well-defmed and 

powedul bass. And, of course, some hints on 

why om· speakers m·e- quote - "imaging like a 

bastard!" Should you happen to not have an 

intet·net access, you may contact us directly fot· 

your free personal snail-mail copy of om· "Book 

of Truth" at (0171) 378 975 0. And don't f01·get 

to have a close look at our Contour 3 (pictm·ed 

het·e with the wodd's first famous 

w01·ks t·accoon, Knudsen) which is so 

bt·and new you won't find it even on the net. :) 

DANES DON'T LIE.'M 
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Marantz PM-66 K 1-Sig 
WHAT WE SAY 

Marantz's PM-66SE made big waves when it acquired K !-Signature status and 

hit the big time with a Hi-Fi Choice Best Buy in issue 168. The conjoined K and I 

are the initials of Marantz design guru Ken lshiwata, who uses selected compo­

nents to give the K !-Signature range an unfair advantage over its competitors. 

The PM-66 K 1-Sig is an integrated design with remote control and lashings of 

copper plating on its inside to keep eddy cur-

rents at bay. The resulting sound-quality is in a 

different league to much of the competition, the 

amp majoring on articulation and timing, giving 

music a secure sense of pitch and integrity. 

Only the light bass hints that you're listening to 

an affordable amp- and this is only because the 

timing and soundstaging are so strong. 

WH AT YOU NEED TO KNOW 

Marantz PM·66 K I·Sig 

Price £399.90 

Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice 

July/ August 1 997 (issue 168) 

Distribution Marantz Hi-Fi 

u K Ltd m eo 1753) 680868 
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The Krell Playback System KPS 20i sets a totally new standard in digital 

playback. The KPS 20i is the reference standard integrated transport/digital 

processor that beats the performance of separates. With balanced DACs. fully 

discrete output stages and a true high-end 
line level stage, the 20i brings the 

highest degree of musical 
integrity to CD playback. 

The Krell Playback 
System is also available in 

transport only 

(KPS 20t) and full 
remote control 

integrated 
transpo rt!processor 

versions (KPS 20i/l). 

Requiring no preamplifier, 

the KPS 20i/l can be 
partnered with just a Krell power amplifier 

for the ultimate in high-end performance. The KPS 30i high-quality integrated CD 

transport and convertor is the latest addition to the Playback System. 
Krell amplifiers are known the world over as the very finest solid-state designs. The 

new range of Full Power Balanced designs looks set to re-write 

history. First implemented in the KRC-3 preamp, current mode gain 
design has lead to the Full Power Balanced amplifiers. Unique in the 
audio industry, current mode gain is a faster, more linear method of prtze possessiO s amplification achieved by designing gain stages that operate in the 

current and not the voltage domain. With fully regulated outputs, pure 
Class A operation, true balanced configuration for a cleaner, more 

secure relationship between the loudspeaker and the amplifier's driving force, Sustained 
Plateau Bias 11, direct coupled signal paths and full complementary circuits the FPB 

amplifiers stand at the very edge of musical technology. Available in 600, 300 and 200-

watt outputs each power amplifier (FPB-600, FPB-300 and FPB-200) uses output 

devices manufactured exclusively for Krell by Motorola. The result is an unprecedented 

level of speed, current drive and musical accuracy, in other words the FPB amps are 

AAHEA Golden Note Awards '96 

Krell Reference 64- Best digital 

converter design 

Krell KPS 20il- Best digital 

source design 

Krell KAV-300i - Winner EISA 

European High-End 

Audio '96 -'97 

Krell KAV-300i - Best amplifier 

under £5000 

g 
"' 
CO 
fr: 

musical, fast and incredibly strong. Martin Colloms, reviewing the FPB-300 in Hi-Fi 

News (Dec 1996) said it 'must be regarded as a reference, regardless of considerations of 
price and power'. He concluded that Krell's zero feedback design carries with it 'greater 
neutrality and musicality' yet making no concessions to the 'traditional amplifier virtues of 

blockbuster bass, huge power and adverse load driving muscle'. 
The natural partner for the FPB range is the Krell KRC-H R High Resolution 

Remote Controlled Preamplifier which offers uncompromised audiophile sound 

with ease of operation. Digital logic circuits operate gold-contact relays for positive 
switching with absolute signal integrity. Power supply and gain stages are 

refinements of classic Krell Class A complimentary circuits with extraordinary levels 

of transparency and resolution. 

Supporting Krell's outstanding AV Cinema System Controller (Dolby Pro­

Logic,THX,AC-3) are Krell AV amplifiers-a range of 100 watt per channel 
multi-channel amplifiers (the KAV-500/3,/4 and /5), the 2, 3 and 4-channel 

amplifiers can be extended with an optional add-on channel {the KAV-500 Rail). 
The KAV-300i an integrated two-channel 1 SO watt amplifier- Krell's first 

integrated -was launched alongside the AV power amps and has been wildly 
received, cleaning up awards around the world. This fully discrete, wide-bandwidth, 

low-feedback design features full Class A dual mono output stage. Its supplied 
remote control give access to the basic functions of Krell CD players. In fact, a 

matching CD player is shortly to be launched. The KAV-300cd {hoped to retail at 

£3499) features a Teac CMK-4 drawer loading mechanism, HDCD, 2 x 20 bit Burr­

Browns DACs, with Class A direct coupled output stages feeding balanced and 

single ended outputs. 
A stand alone power amplifier the KAV-250a will be available Aprii/May ' 97 offering 

250 watt with at a projected price of £3290.A matching preamplifier, designated 
KAV-250p, will be available at the same time at the fantastic price of £1990. The 

KAV 250p features one balanced input, three single ended inputs and one tape loop. 
One single ended input can be configured as a theatre throughput for use in 

surround sound applications. Single ended and 

balanced outputs are offered. 
To discover where Krell 

components can work for 
you-contact 

Absolute Sounds. 

Absolute Sounds 

58 Durham Road 
London SW20 ODE 
Tel 0181-947 5047 

Fax 0181-879 7962 

Email 73064,171 O@compuserve.com 
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Meridian 51 8 
WHAT WE SAY 

The Meridian 518 is the kind of product that leaves reviewers speechless and 

their wallets light of the asking price. When Choice reviewer Jimmy Hughes was 

commissioned to write about it, he was smitten to the extent of buying the review 

sample. A similar fate befell John Atkinson, Editor of the redoubtable Stereophile 

magazine in the US. 

Paul Miller's April 1997 test of the 51 8 con­

cluded that its ability to act as mastering proces­

sor, resolution enhancer, digital preamplifier and 

all-round multi-media workstation was some­

thing rather special. Employing myriad noise­

shaping algorithms, dither modes and record­

ing-studio-class digital signal processing, the 

Meridian 518 takes digital audio to new heights. 

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW 

Meridian 518 

Price £925.00 

Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice April 

1997 (issue 165) 

Distribution Meridian Audio 

Ltd E (01480) 434334 
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Sony M DS-JA50ES 
WHAT WE SAY 

Sony's MDS-JA50ES is the premium MD recorder in Sony's extensive range. 

Originally it was not intended for the UK; but at the eleventh hour Sony had a 

change of heart and the unit will be available in the UK to order only. 

We've yet to review the 'JA50ES, but our EISA colleagues on the German mag­

azine Stereo have checked it out, and they say: "it's the best-sounding MD 

recorder we've ever tested! In both dynamics 

and space it was better than the OAT recorder 

we compared it with:' The MDS-JA50ES fea­

tures a variable coefficient filter like the latest 

Sony CD players. Its 20-bit D/A and A/0 cir­

cuits can handle either 16 or 20-bit data and 

time/curve adjustable fading allows you to make 

very slick compilations. 

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW 

Sony M DS·JASOES 

Price �£ 1 ,500 (based on 

German price) 

Reviewed Forthcoming Issue 

Distribution Sony U K Ltd 

a (0990) 11 1 999 



Looks can be deceiving ... 

. . . don't trust them. 

l{cmember how you were tau�ht never to judge a book by its cover' 

The same is true of NAD audio components. Behind the clean. simple lines of all our products lies the 

excitement generated hy 2S years of devotion to the pursuit of perfect sound. 

Visit your local Audio Club dealer and experience that excitement for yourself. ---·'o. 

Unit 15 Faraday Road Industrial Estate 

Aylesbury Buckinghamshire HP 19 3RY 

Telephone: (01296) 82017 anab 
E-mail: sales@nad.co.uk 

Web: http://www.nad.co.uk 
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Clarion VRX 8370R 
HAT WE SAY 

Clarion's current flagship is not so much an in-car hi·fi system as a complete 

audio/video system for the car. The new VRX 8370R has a hideaway 130mm 

LCD colour screen that flips into place at the touch of a button. This screen can 

be used to replay TV pictures, radio text, video recordings, computer games, and 

soon it will display route maps and directions in conjunction with a forthcoming 

navigation system being designed in association with Bosch. 

Naturally, it comes complete with an 

RDS/EON-equipped AM/FM tuner and CD 

changer control. lt can be used with a rear-view 

camera and, best of all, this technology fits 

discreetly into a standard DIN slot. The face-off 

front panel aims to minimise the likelihood of 

theft- don't leave it in the glove compartment! 

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW 

Clarion VRX 8370R 

Price £1,199.00 

Reviewed Forthcoming Issue 

Distribution Clarion (GB) Ltd 

m (O 1793) 870400 



THE GOOD NEWS IS THAT TECHNOLOGY 

IS TRANSFORMING HI-FI ON A DAILY BASIS 

THERE IS NO BAD NEWS. 

You've thought long and hard about choosing the right sound 

system. You think you've found what you're looking for. It looks 

great. It sounds even better. And it's within your budget. So 

how come you still have that niggling doubt in the back of your 

mind' Simple. Before you make your final decision, you want to 

be sure that a few years down the line, you're ·not going to regret 

it. Unlike most hi-fi manufacturers, we understand completely. 

We've already set the standard by offer ing legendar y sound 

quality in every price category. Now we've completely rewritten 

the rules. Because practically every piece of Arcam equipment 

now comes with something that will radically change the way 

you buy hi-fi. A set of pre-defined upgrade paths that aUow you 

to upgrade your sound system just as soon as technology 

(or your wallet) allows. If you'd like to hear more about 

Arcam's revolutionary upgradeable components, call now on 

(01223) 203203. 

ARC AM 

Please send me the name of 111)' 11earest authorised dealer and information on: 

Arcam amplifiers D Arcam CD players & DACs D Arcam tuners D Arcam home theatre D all Arcam products D 

Title First Name(s) 

Surnaine 

Address 

Postcode 
BadBY(HFC 10/97) 

In Australia: Scolmack Audio Pry. Ltd., P.O. Box 162, Lindfield, N.S.W, 2070. Td: (612) 9416 4799. 

In Canad.t: Emerald Audio Resources, RRI, Palgrave. O ntario, LON I PO. Tel: (905) 880 7170. 

In New Zealand: Avalon Audio, 587 Mount Eden Rd., AuckJand. Tel: (09) 369 9000. 

In South Africa: Hi-Fi Specialists, Durban Road 155, Bellville. 7535. Tel: (021) 946 1441. 

In USA: Audiophile Sy stems Ltd., 8709 Castle Park Drive, Indianapolis, Indiana 46256. Tel:(317) 849 7103. 

Clip rhe coupon and return to A ream, Pembroke Avem1e, Cambridge CB5 9PB, Engla11d . Or telephone: (01223) 203203. Or e-mail us at: custserv@arcam.co.uk 
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Sony CDP-XA50�S 
WHAT WE SAY 
The CDP-XA50ES is Sony's range-topping CD player in Europe for 1997-1998. Like the M DS­
JA50ES (page 47), it was not scheduled for UK distribution, but Sony has decided that it will 

be available here by order. More readily available is a specially-tuned version of Sony's CDP· 

XA20ES CD player, whose £450 price-ticket will probably be half that of the Sony 'XA50ES. 
For obvious reasons we haven't reviewed this unit, but the German magazine Stereo said this: 

WH AT YOU NEED TO KNOW 
"The variable digital filters have tremendous influence on the 

sound quality. Audiophile listeners will prefer filters One and 

Two; number One offers very realistic portrayal of acoustics, Sony CDP·XASOES 

excellent tone colours and dynamics; while number Two offers Price s£ 1 ,000 (based on 

a less accurate but very dynamic sound that complements 

jazz and pop music:' Note that the variable coefficient filter has 

nine settings instead of the four offered on Sony's 'X3000ES, 
tested (and Best Buyed) in HFC 169. 

German price) 

Reviewed Forthcoming Issue 

Distribution Sony U K Ltd m 
(0990) 1 11 999 



FOR YOUR PERSONAL AUDITION AT YOUR NAIM CENTRE CALL 01722 332266 

WEB SITE: http://www.naim-audio.com 



Pioneer FX-Series 
WHAT WE SAY 

There are three basic FX-Series packages. The FX-1 (£499.95) includes the SX­

F21 RDS receiver with built in Legato Link DACs, and the PD-F21 CD transport. 

An extra £150 adds the T-F21 horizontal loading cassette recorder, making up 

the FX-1T package; while for a premium of £400 you can have the MJ-F21 MD 

recorder, making up the FX-1 MD package. 

Matching two-way speakers are the S-F21 

(£1 00 per pair) , and a matching equipment rack 

is the 8-F21 (£99.95). 

The unique feature of the FX-Series is without 

doubt its optical digital interconnection system 

that links all FX-Series components - and 

promises future upgradability. 

WHAT YOU N EED TO K NOW 

Pioneer FX Series 

Price £499.95 (FX-1, excl. spkrs) 

Reviewed Forthcoming Issue 

Distribution Pioneer High 

Fidelity (GB) Ltd 

m (O 1 753) 789500 
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Proceed COP 
WHAT WE SAY 

The P roceed COP is made by Madrigal Audio Laboratories, the company behind ultra­

high-end brand Mark Levinson. The COP, thus, has the blood-line to deserve descrip­

tion as a thoroughbred CD player. Indeed, this fact becomes apparent when you 

inspect the superb casework and prod tentatively at the slimline disc drawer- let 

alone try to lift this most substantial component. 

The COP uses dual 1 8-bit converters and a combi-

nation of proprietary and H DCD digital filters to pro­

duce a technically and sonically impressive result. lt 

has a more organic sound than many big American 

CD players, allowing it to create musically satisfying 

and engaging results without recourse to showman­

ship. Indeed, this is perhaps the ideal player for 

audiophiles who value neutrality above all. 

WH AT YOU NEED TO KNOW 

Proceed CDP 

Price £3,395.00 

Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice June 

1997 (issue 167) 

Distribution Path Premier 

m (O 1494) 441736 
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Jamo Concert 8 
WHAT WE SAY 

Jamo's Concert 8 is a very saucy speaker. Wrapped in glorious cherry or mahogany veneer, 

this compact design is technologically advanced and aesthetically sweet. 

One reason for its success is a 25mm·thick cabinet supporting a quartz·sand·filled front 

baffle, a composite material that's designed to be as acoustically inert as possible. Drive 

units are both custom made SEAS units: the partially-horn-loaded tweeter is made of silk, 

while the copper·phase·plugged mid/bass unit is fabri· 

cated in die-cast magnesium. The optional stand is an ele· 

gant self-assembly design with a cast base and cable· 

entrapping tubular upright. 

This speaker is bi·wirable; we recommend configuring it 

thus to hear an almost electrostatic midband, which is the 

Jamo's real strength. The lack of boxiness, and detail in 

this frequency region, are qualities to captivate listeners. 

WHAT YOU NEE D TO KNOW 

Jamo Concert 8 

Prlc:e £1 ,300.00 

Reviewed Hi·Fi Choice 

December 1 996 (issue 160) 

Distribution Jamo UK Ltd m 

(0 1327) 301300 
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Denon AVP-A 1 
WHAT WE SAY 

The elegant, golden Denon AVP-A 1 is the first AV preamplifier to successfully satisfy 

LucasFilm's demanding standards for THX certification; and to combine this with the provision 

of Dolby Digital discrete multi-channel surround. This synthesis has an acronym: THX 5.1, to 

reflect the five separate channels (and subwoofer channel) of AC-3. The AVP-A 1 is also com­

patible with Dolby Pro-Logic. it's been designed to match Denon power amps the POA·T2 

(two-channel) and POA-T3 (three-channel) at the heart of 
·
a 

top-class AV system. Ease of use is a key criterion in home­

cinema set-up, and with graphical on-screen menus the 

Denon does not disappoint. There are ten line inputs, an AC-3 

.RF input, three digital inputs and one optical in/output; as well 

as a full selection of AV·ready outputs. The AVP-A 1 also works 

exceptionally well as a stereo preamplifier, making it an ideal 

choice for dual-purpose music and AV systems. 

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW 

Denon AVP.A 1 

Price £2,999.99 

Reviewed Home Entertainment 

September 1996 (issue 39) 

Distribution Hayden 
Laboratories Ltd m (0 1753) 

888447 
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Solid Solutions 
WHAT WE SAY 

The Solid Solutions modular AV speaker package can be configured in all manner 

of ways, and aims both to look good and sound good. A complete home cinema 

outfit would normally begin with two pairs (£129.95 each) of the 88dB·sensitive, 

258mm-high S1 00 satellite speakers, doing the duties for both front left and right 

channels, and providing the surround dimension. The 90dB-sensitive C1 00 cen­

tre speaker (£129.95) provides freedom of 

speech, while the £349.95 PB1 00 active sub­

woofer brings up the bass with a built-in 70 

Watts power amplifier and 250mm drive-unit. 

The C1 00 and distinctive 'flow ported' sub are 

available in black only, while the S1 00 satellites 

are available in black and white and have the 

option of black, white, blue or red grilles. 

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW 

Solid Solutions 

Price £739.80 (package) 

Reviewed Forthcoming Issue 

Distribution B& W 

Loudspeakers Ltd 

m (O 1903) 750750 
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Philips ProScreen 4500 
WHAT WE SAY 
Philips ProScreen LCD projectors are designed to be fully compatible with both 

video and data-grade computer signals. They are also highly portable- the 4500 

weighs in at only Skg. Moreover, this plug-and-play design features high bright­

ness and contrast control, to allow the projector to be used in all kinds of condi­

tions with ease. Our sister title Home Entertainment evaluated the the ProScreen 

2700, smaller brother of the award winner, in its January 1997 edition (issue 43). 

Its reviewers were particularly impressed by the 

unit's sheer brightness and high pixel count. 

One major criticism was the 2700's lack of key­

stone correction, used when adjusting for the 

angle of the projector's lens relative to the 

projection screen. This gripe has been 

addressed in the 4500. 

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW 
Philips ProScr-n 4500 

Price £5,51 6.63 

Reviewed Forthcoming Issue 

Distribution Philips e 

(0181) 689 2166 
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JBL Simply Cinema ESC-300 
WHAT WE SAY 

JBL:s new Simply Cinema systems have been introduced to fill a perceived gap in the 

market, for a home cinema amp and speaker solution that is easy to buy, install and use, 

with none of the intricacies that bedevil the installation of separates components. There is 

a combined subwoofer and Dolby Pro-Logic processor unit, and five small satellite 

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW 
speakers. Ease-of-use touches are typified by the 

speaker cables, which are supplied with coded connec-

tors to prevent accidental wiring out of phase; and by JBL Simply 

the powerful but slim remote control that doesn't need Cinema ESC·300 

Price £599.99 
to be pointed directly at the subwoofer enclosure and 

its incorporated electronics. 

The ESC-300's performance is modest compared 

with that of fully-fledged home cinema kit, but still it 

sounds much better than you'd expect. 

Reviewed 

Home Entertainment 
September 1997 (issue 49) 

Distribution Gamepath Ltd 
s (01908) 317707 



PVC jacket cotton filler left channel right channel "dummy" core 

1002 GAMMA 

IXOS 1002 features silver plated PC-OFC signal 
conductors extruded in Teflon, Polyethylene "dummy" 
co•-e a•td PVC outer jacket, Terminated with IXOS 
enamel hard gold plated RCA's, 



S011ND PROOFING 

How far must one go to avoid that annoying racket from next door? Audiophile 

architect David lewis offers some practical tips in sound-proofing your home. 

SEPARATING 

WALL BETWEEN 

HOUSES 

VIBRATES 

AIRBORNE 

INCIDENT 

SOUND FROM 

LOUDSPEAKER 
TRANS MITTED 
SOUND REDUCED 
BY MASS OF WALL 

� I MPACT NOISE 

'---""' 

FLANKING SOUND TRANSMITTED 
THROUGH BUILDING STRUCTURE 

t some point in our lives, many of 

us will experience a maniacal 

knocking on the front door, and 

opening it will be confronted 

by an irate neighbour demanding that we 

turn the music down. 

it happened to me once when I occupied 

a flat in North London. One particularly 

loathsome neighbour tried to take out an 

inj unction to prevent me ironing on a 

squeaky board, then laid into me about my 

record player. At other times, while desper­

ately trying to sleep, I have been driven to 

near insanity and homicidal thoughts by all­

night parties across the street. 

Whether we like it or not, noise from 

rowdy neighbours is one of the most consis­

tent and widespread pollutants of modern 
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life, and I doubt that it will go away. 

Complaints about noise have increased 

five-fold since 1978. In an attempt to con­

trol this growing problem, the Government 

has introduced two Acts in recent years: the 

Environmental Protection Act of 1990 and 

the Noise Act of 1996. Given proof of statu­

tory nuisance, this legislation (in the final 

resort) includes draconian provisions 

empowering authorities to seize 'noise mak­

ing equipment' (i.e. your cherished record 

player). So watch out! 

it's certainly true that as time goes by, 

the average home contains more and more 

sound reproduction equipment. A system 

in the lounge, portable equipment in the 

kitchen, TV in the bedroom ... and good­

ness knows what in Junior's bedroom. 

Marketing wars between the Japanese 

giants have resulted in packaged audio sys­

tems in which RMS power ratings of 50 to 

100 Watts are unexceptional. 

So, can anything be done to control the 

noise that either we generate ourselves or 

suffer at the hands of others? There is, but 

be prepared to remodel your home and 

accept a good deal of disruption' 

Noise and its basic l'emedies 

In essence there are three ways in which 

sound is transmitted. Any of these may 

cause you to declare war on your neigh­

bours, or vice versa. Number one, the most 

obvious, is Impact, for example when you hit 

the wall with a hammer or drop something 

heavy on the floor. Number two is Airborne, 

where sound waves from your speakers 

impinge on the walls, exciting them to pro­

duce vibrations that are then transmitted to 

the other side of the wall. Number three is 

Flanking Transmissions that carry through 

the building structure. All three are illus­

trated in Diagram 1. 

Each type of sound transmission has a 

different characteristic and each requires a 

different remedy. As a general rule, though, 

the best sound isolating constructions are 

heavy, limp and airtight. The problem of 

noise transfer through walls tends to be 

DIAGRAM 2: SOUND TRANSMISSION 

LOSSES FOR SOLID CONCRETE WALLS 

OF VARIOUS THICKNESS 

1-t 
3" 

;---t 
6" 12" 
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more acute at lower frequencies, since the 

same construction will give better sound 

resistance as frequency increases. The cur­

rent fad for subwoofers in both hi-fi and 

home cinema systems can only make this 

problem worse. By far the best way to con­

trol low-frequency sound transmission is to 

provide as much mass as possible in the 

separating structure. Stiffness of the struc­

ture is another less critical but nevertheless 

important factor. 

So the thicker the wall the better, eh7 Not 

exactly. The mass law governing sound 

transmission losses, ie sound reductions, is 

one of diminishing returns. Even if the mass 

of the wall were to be doubled, there would 

only be around 5db reduction in transmitted 

sound. Diagram 2 shows typical results for a 

solid concrete wall of various thicknesses. 

Absorption from carpets and curtains 

within the room can help reduce the rever­

berant sound in the room and consequent 

energy transfer to the walls. But if you read 

my previous article (HFC 167), you will 
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know that too much absorption has the 

effect of sucking all the mid and treble 

energy out of the sound. The sound reduc­

tion created by absorption is small, so even 

doubling the amount will only produce a 

reduction in sound level of around 3d B. 

Nationally applied Building Regulations 

set standards to be achieved for construction 

of all types of building. One section of the 

Regulations (Part E - Resistance to the 

Passage of Sound), includes guidance for 

minimising airborne sound transmission in 

walls, floors and stairs, and impact noise in 

floors and stairs. lt includes coverage of the 

minimum mass for different constructions, 

notes on how things should be built, and 

practical measures to avoid flanking sound 

transmissions. Each section of the 

Regulations is available from H.M.S.O. 

Bookshops, priced £6.75. 

The secret's in the mortar 

Most terraced houses or flats are now sepa­

rated by either a solid concrete block or brick 

wall around nine inches thick, or more usu­

ally with a double-skin cavity wall of around 

11-12 inches thickness. Building 

Regulations specify the minimum mass for 

the materials and the way in which they 

must be assembled, but often acoustically­

weak air paths through the wall result from 

the way in which walls are actually con­

structed on site, with bricklayers sacrificing 

standards for speed, using the minimum 

amount of mortar in the vertical brick or 

block joints. 

Even residents in Victorian or Edwardian 

houses built in the good old days are not 

immune to poor construction. When their 

dwellings were erected it was quite common 

for one gang of bricklayers to build the sepa­

rating wall between the houses and another 

gang to build the outside wall - rarely did 

they bother to connect them together. For 

different reasons, the same result: an 

acoustically weak passage via which sound 

can pass to your neighbours. 

The only benefit of an older house is that ..,. 
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DIAGRAM' 3: HOW TO CREATE A SUSPENDED CEILING of how this might be done. 

Sound energy hitting the ceiling is trans­

mitted to the void above and absorbed by 

the fibreglass, while the resilient hangers 

stop noise transferring to the structure 

above. Noise from above is absorbed by the 

same process operating in reverse. 

British Gypsum s (01159) 456123 and 

Knauf s (0 1 795) 424499 both make plas­

terboard and other plaster products, and can 

give technical guidance on sound-resistant 

constructions, so anyone wishing to pursue 

such items should contact them. 

LAYERS PLASTERBOARD WITH STAGGERED 
JOINTS ON STEEL/TIMBER HANGERS 

Diagram 4 shows a variety of possible 

solutions including floating floors and/or 

suspended ceilings, whose isolation proper­

ties range from average to excellent. 

its walls will have been built using lime mor­

tar, covered with lime and hair plaster, 

which gives more flexibility than modern 

cement mortars, allowing the wall to 

dampen and absorb more of the energy cre­

ated when sound waves hit it. 

Sound leaks are rather like water leaks. 

For example, even a small hole of around 

one square inch in a 100 sq ft partition can 

destroy the acoustic integrity of the partition. 

While there is little that you can do to 

change the way in which the wall was built, 

you can fill any obvious gaps with a flexible 

sealant, like the ones used around baths and 

sinks. Also watch out for electrical outlets, 

particularly when mounted back to back, as 

these can also create an acoustically weak 

path through the wall. 

Joys of communal living 
Flats bring even more acute problems, as 

they have both separating floors and walls. 

In converted houses, floors are often timber 

joists and boards which can provi.de an easy 

transfer of sound, both airborne and 

impact, to your neighbours. Whereas a cav­

ity brick separating wall can, if properly 

built, give a transmission loss of around 

50dB; a basic timber-joisted and boarded 

floor with a plasterboard ceiling will provide 

only around 30dB and hardly any resis­

tance to impact noise. 

There are solutions to this problem but 

mostly they involve disruptive and/or expen­

sive measures, such as filling the floors with 

sand or insulating quilts to reduce airborne 

transmission, or putting a second, 'floating' 

floor on a resilient layer above the existing 

floor, to improve impact sound resistance. A 

number of companies such as Junckers s 
(01376) 517512 (timber) and Wicanders 

s (01403) 710001 (cork and timber) pro­

duce systems suitable for domestic use. 

though they tend to be relatively expensive. 

Another option worth considering, if you 

are in a flat below noisy neighbours, is to fix 

a new suspended ceiling below your existing 

one. Don't forget to check with a structural 

engineer first to make sure the floor above 

will take the additional load. 

To work properly, the ceiling will need to 

be suspended from the existing timber floor 

joists by isolation hangers, and should incor-
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porate around two inches of fibrous insula­

tion (such as fibreglass) within a minimum 

of six inches of deep ceiling void, assuming 

you can afford the space. Ideally, the ceiling 

should be finished with two layers of plas­

terboard fixed so that the joints are stag­

gered. Diagram 3 shows a typical example 

Needless to say, if you decide to pursue 

the additional-layer floor option, remember 

to screw down the floorboards to prevent 

future squeaks, and make sure you seal all 

the cracks and joints in and around the 

boarded floor with flexible sealant. This will 

prevent acoustic leaks before the new floor 

DIAGRAM 4: SOUND ISOLATION IMPROVEMENTS FOR TIMBER FLOORS 

CORK TILE FIXED TO 1/4" PLY 

ON EXISTING FLOORBOARDS 

: I AVERAGE I I 
I 

SINGLE LAYER PLASTERBOARD 

'FLOATING' TIMBER OR CORK/TIMBER 

COMPOSITE ON RESILIENT LAYER 

: I BETrER I I : 
ADDITIONAL LAYER OF 

1/2" PLASTERBOARD 

AS ABOVE WITH 4" FIBREGLASS 

IN FLOOR VOID 

J 
BETTER 

I I STILL 

AS ABOVE WITH 6" SUSPENDED 

CEILING AS DIAGRAM 3 

EXCELLENT 
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112" PLYWOOD 

STEEL STUD 
F-IXED TOP AND 
BOTTOM ONLY 

2" FIBREGLASS 

AIR GAP 

FLEXIBLE SEALANT 
AROUND 
PERIMETER 

is installed. Fixing quarter-inch plywood to 

the existing boarding helps provide a level 

base for the floating floor and marginally 

improves the acoustic performance. 

Don't forget that when speaker stands 

are spiked to a wooden floor, they effectively 

turn the whole floor into one huge sounding 

board, which won't amuse the neighbours 

below you. I managed to cure this (during 

my ironing board fiasco) with the cheap and 

easy solution of spiking the speaker stands 

onto two paving slabs, sandwiching a 

resilient layer of bubble wrap between them. 

This not only reduced the amount of 

sound transferred by vibration (though not 

airborne noise) but, as a real bonus, it pro­

duced a remarkable increase in clarity and 

definition from the speakers, so you might 

like to try this in any case. (Tip for skinflints: 

bubblewrap often comes free in packaging 

and makes a good isolation platform for 

equipment when sandwiched between lay­

ers of MDF.) 

Facing the expense and disruption of 

doing any of these things may not be your 

cup of tea; ultimately, the lengths you may 

have to go to will depend on how dire your 

circumstances are. 

More soundproofing materials 
I mentioned earlier that the ideal material for 

sound isolation should be heavy, limp and 

airtight. One of the best materials in this 

respect is lead, though apart 

from being hazardous to your 

health, it is not the most appro­

priate material for lining walls. 

On the other hand, it does make 

a good shield against radiation if 

you are still concerned about the 

possibility of a nuclear threat. 

A much safer and more prac­

tical substitute for lead is ply­

wood, which has good damping 

qualities because of its multiple 

layers of glue, especially the 

b i r c h - f a c e d ,  m u l t i-l a y e r e d  

Finnish o r  Latvian type. One of 

the things I have done in my 

house, to good effect, is to build 

an independent lining of ply­

wood and plasterboard on the 

inside face of the walls that sep­

arate me from my neighbour. 

Independent is the most 

important word in the last para­

graph as the idea behind this 

construction is to break the 

transmission path in the same way as the 

suspended ceiling described earlier. Any 

contact or fixings to the brick wall (unless 

designed specifically for isolation) would 

transfer energy to it and thence to my neigh­

bour. Diagram 5 shows how this can be 

done. Remember to avoid having electrical 

socket outlets in the lining, if you can. Once 

again, don't forget the flexible sealant 

around the perimeter. 

In the near future, an alternative solution 

to soundproofing may come in the form of a 

relatively new steel composite called 

Sontech, a sound-deadening steel currently 

being tested by British Steel's Product 

Development arm. 

The material is made up of two thin 

sheets of steel, separated by and bonded to 

a very thin viscoelastic polymer layer, whose 

main task is to damp out impact noise and 

panel resonances. From what I have 

gleaned, Sontech appears to have the damp­

ing properties of lead. 

The polymer core works by absorbing 

sound energy and dissipating it as a small 

amount of heat. British Steel hints that a 

reduction of 30dB may be possible, depend­

ing on a number of variables, though early 

tests suggest that panels will work best at 

frequencies below 100Hz and above 

400Hz. Still, it is conceivable that once fully 

developed, it could be one sound proofing 

solution that takes up little space. 

DIAGRAM 6: EFFECT OF SOUND TRANSFER THROUGH MIRRORED WINDOWS 

OPENING WINDOW OPENING WINDOW 
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As an aside, it struck me that Sontech 

might also have potential for other audio­

phile purposes, including isolation plat­

forms, loudspeaker cabinets and so on. If 

anyone conceives a serious use for the mate­

rial, call British Steel� (01254) 55161. 

Windows'97 
Ameliorating the potential acoustic weak­

nesses of walls and floors is a breeze com­

pared to the same task performed for win­

dows. If you have single glazing and regular 

opening windows, you will be lucky to 

achieve much more than around 20dB 

sound reduction when they are closed. If you 

have the misfortune to live next to a busy 

road where typical sound levels of 70dB­

plus might be encountered, the chances of 

hearing all the subtleties of your latest sys­

tem upgrade are likely to be zero. 

One answer is to have your windows 

replaced by high-performance double-glazed 

units; usually these have neoprene seals 

around the perimeter of the opening win­

dows to improve sound insulation. lt is sim­

pler, cheaper and in some ways better to use 

secondary internal glazing that can be fitted 

without affecting the existing windows. 

There are real benefits to be had from the 

increased air gap, typically around eight 

inches, achieved by fixing the secondary 

units flush with the inside face of an external 

wall, particularly if a sound insulant such as 

perforated fibreboard is used to line around 

the inside of the window between the two 

lots of glazing. This can increase the perfor­

mance to around 35dB. 

New housing design also has a part to 

play; unfortunately it is all too common to 

see opening windows in adjacent houses 

facing and mirroring each as shown in 

Diagram 6. I'll leave it to you to imagine 

what effect the sound coming from one 

house will have on the other! 

Silence -the final frontier 
If scientists at Southampton University's 

Institute of Sound and Vibration Control 

have their way, there will be a technological 

alternative to pulling your house apart in the 

name of silencing a noisy neighbour: active 

sound control. 

This system is already being incorporated 

in aircraft and cars as a way to combat 

excessive noise. By using microprocessors, 

microphones and speakers, sound breaking 

into your house ea n be monitored and 

processed to send out of phase, mirror 

images of the sound back from speakers to 

neutralise the effect of the incoming sound. 

Whether this system will ever be able to 

deal with the whole spectrum of noises pro­

duced in houses- from screaming children 

to home video- remains to be seen, but it 

could produce an instant solution to shoddy 

standards of building. 

David Lewis has worked as an architect for 27 years, 
has had experience of buildings for the arts, music and 
broadcasting and is currently involved in the destgn of a 
rehearsal space for a major London orchestra. � 
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ON TEST: LOUDSPEAKERS 

Paul Messenger (listening tests) and Paul Miller (lab tests) pick the 

best loudspeakers on the market between £140 and £500. 

r allowing last month's mini-test 

of speakers priced below £150, 

this month witnesses a full-size 

group test covering the next 

price-band up the ladder, in 

three easily digestible chunks. There's a lit­

tle overlap with last month, however, in the 

guise of the £140 Gale 2i, included to 

assess how a true budget model compares 

with slightly more exalted colleagues. 

Six of our 14 candidates cluster in the 

narrow band between £229 and £250; 

elsewhere the prices tend to spread out. 

However, in contrast to the cost-value rela­

tionship that applies to hi-fi electronics, for 

example, price is by no means the only cru­

cial factor in speaker-land. Size is equally 

significant, and big is by no means neces­

sarily better- not when the issue of domes­

tic harmony is given due consideration. 

Then there's the issue of floorstander versus 

stand-mount to consider; deciding on the 

allowance for the cost of stands is a real 

reviewer's dilemma. 

While we have elected to go for a straight 

price subdivision, alternative criteria can 

offer different perspectives. The group is 

split 50/50 between stand-mounts and 

floorstanders, for example, which was a bit 

of a surprise given recent history and the 

strength of the trend towards floorstanders. 

Not surprisingly the floorstanders tend to be 

more expensive. The stand-mounts' average 

ticket lies just below £250, while the floor­

standers clock up an average price of just 

over £370. The difference would pay for a 

pretty decent pair of stands. 

Traditionally, Britain is a net exporter of hi­

fi speakers, and no fewer than 11 of our 14 

carry UK brands, reflecting the difficulties 

faced by overseas marques in becoming 

established on Blighty's shores. Whether UK­

branded products are actually made in the 

UK is another story. Drivers, boxes and 

smaller components have been travelling 

across international boundaries for decades, 

so the decision to assemble overseas is logical 

enough. Malaysia makes a lot of sense for 
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THE CAST LIST 

MODEL .•..•....•..•.•.•....•..•. PRICE •. PAGE 

Acoustic Energy AE120 ........ £499.95 ..... . .  p93 

B&W DM603 ...................... £499.95 ....... p95 

Castle lsis .... ....................... £229.90 ....... p73 

Chario Syntar 100 ............... £250.00 ....... p75 

Gale 2i ............................... £139.95 ....... p77 

Heybrook Heylette ............... £269.90 ....... p87 

JBL LX2 .............................. £249.99 ....... p79 

JPW ML1010 ..................... £400.00 ....... p96 

Mission 733i ..... .................. £329.90 ....... p89 

Monitor Audio Monitor 3 ....... £399.99 ....... p97 

NHT Super One ................... £338.00 ....... p91 

Revolver 250 ........................ £249.95 ....... p81 

Rogers dblOl ..................... £249.95 ....... p83 

Tannoy M3 .......................... £229.90 ....... p85 

Acoustic Energy, for example, because of its 

volume of sales to Far Eastern markets, and 

especially when it brings such competitively­

priced products to the UK consumer. 

Looking at the group as a whole, one 

might be tempted to mourn the passing of 

the larger stand-mount speakers. There's 

only one example UBU of this 'classic' hi-fi 

format in our group of 14, whereas five of 

the seven stand-mounts are near-miniatures 

of less than 10 litres. In a very real sense the 

new generation of budget floorstanders 

might be seen as replacements for the 'large 

bookshelf' models of yore. This essentially 

logical evolution was on the cards once 

'bookshelf' speakers moved down from the 

walls into the middle of the room on bits of 

ironmongery. Even fans of wrought-iron trac­

ery frown on chunks of speediframe littered 

around the place. 

Consequent performance advantages 

took small speakers off the bookshelf and 

onto stands, but cosmetic advantage (and 

fashion) is driving the floorstanding sector. 

Nevertheless, the stand-mount is likely to 

retain the superior performer, so I for one will 

be worried by any sign of the genre's further 

decline. But I shan't lose sleep just yet, at 

least not if recent sales figures are to be 

believed. B&W's similar-format DM601 and 

DM602 are still sitting very pretty up in the 

top half-dozen. With an extra helping hand 

from JBL, it'll be a while before the decent­

size stand-mount dies out. 

Music used during the testing included excerpts from the 

albums listed below. BBC Radios 3 & 4 were also used 

extensively during the hands-on work 

P rior to the listening tests, all speakers 

were measured in the listening room, 

to ensure optimum siting for each one 

with respect to room boundaries. The 

speaker stands used with the stand­

mount models were Kudos SlOO and 

Atacama SE 60s (and Chario's own). 

The main reference system used for 

the blind and hands-on work consisted of 

the usual collection of Mana-supported 

Naim and Linn components, viz: Linn 

LP12 turntable, Naim ARO tonearm, Linn 

Arkiv cartridge, Nairn CDS CD player, 

NATOl tuner, NAC52 pre-amp and 

NAP135 power amps. Speaker cables 

were NACA5 with Airloc plugs. 

Christy Moore: Live at the Point on GRACD 203 

SibeliustMaazeVVPO: Symphony No2 on Decca Stereo D7D4 

The Chemical Brothers: Dig Your Own Hole on XDUSTLP2 

The Prodigy: The Prodigy Experience on XLLP 11 0 

For a second series of hands-on tests 

we used the Teac CD-P3450SE CD player 

and Cambridge Audio A3i integrated 

amplifier, again with Naim NACA5 

speaker cable. 

Joni Mitchell: Mingus on Asylum AS 53 091 

Massive Attack: Protection on Wild Bunch WBRLP-2 

Rutter/Cambridge Singers: There Is Sweet Music on COLCD 104 

Help (Bosnia charity compilation): on War Child 828 682-2 

THE LISTENING PANEL 
Thanks are due to panellists David lnman (Castle), Robin 

Marshal/ (V-Labs), Russe/1 Kauffman (More/, Densen), Keith 

Haddock (JBUGamepath), Guy Sergeant (JPW), plus Choice 

operators Jason Kennedy and A/an Sircom. 

HI-FI CHOICE 



UNDERSTANDING OUR 
BAR-GRAPHS AND 
GROUP AVERAGES 

T
here will be significant differences 
between the cheapest product in our 

test and the most expensive. For this reason 
we always segregate our test candidates 
into two or more categories based on price. 
Our aim is to assess every product's perfor­
mance in the context of its closest rivals. 
•Each lab-report panel is colour-coded 
according to the key given below: 

UNDERSTANDING OUR 
BAR-GRAPH MEASUREMENTS 

T
he measurements behind Hi-Fi Choice's 
unique bar-graphs are provided by our 

Technical Editor, Paul Miller, using both GPIB­
controlled measurement hardware and his own, 
award-winning, PC-based Virtual Instrument 
software. Each bar-graph value is derived from a 
weighted statistic of several key measurements 
and is displayed relative to a notional zero per 
cent which represents the group average for that 
particular category. 
I Ease of drive 
This statistic is derived from the reactive and 
resistive components of the speaker load, indi­
cating how tricky it is for the amplifier to drive. 
2 Relative loudneu 
The sensitivity ofthe speaker is measured at 1 m 
with a 2.83V input across third-octave bands 
17-29, then weighted according to the human 
loudness contour to indicate how 'loud' one 
speaker will sound relative to another. 
3 Maximum loudn8111111 
This takes into account the speaker's sensitivity, 
distortion, the maximum useable amplifier 
power and the effects of placement in an 'aver­
age room' to gauge the maximum practical 
Sound Pressure Level obtainable from a given 
pair of loudspeakers. 
4 Audible distortion 
This valuable test momentarily raises the output 
to 96dBA with dynamic signals through bass, 
midrange and treble. This allows us to assess 
distortion under realistic, transient conditions. 
5 Off-axis uniformity 
This provides an indication of how the speaker's 
axial response deteriorates, or otherwise, as the 
listening position moves to the left or right. 
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M ana 
Equipment 

Tables 
...._ Superb upgrade for 

any hi-fi system; like 
changing every 
component and buying 
a new music collection 

I···� ••••••E::::::"l 
into the bargain. 

7 Oust-trap par 
excellance; more 
addictive than crack 
cocaine. 

"Now, I can only say 
that until I had the Mana 
equipment table fitted, 
my hi-fi system was at 
best half-cocked." 

"Mana Tables are not cheap. But they are essential 

if you want to unlock your system's true potential." 
BEST BUY 

Malcolm Steward, Hi-Fi Choice February 1996 

The Mana Reference Table 

****1/2 
Listener Magazine (USA) 

For information on MANA products 
please contact: 

59 Jubilee Close, Pinner, Middlesex HAS 3TB 
Telephone: 01753 655744 Fax: 01753 655766 

Telephone/Fax: 0181 429 0118 

Exclusive US distributor: 
FLAT EARTH AUDIO. 

1 Bradley Road, Suite 506, Woodbridge, CT 06525 
Telephone: 203 387 0878. Toll free in US: 888 653 5454. 

Fax: 203 387 8338 

Buying hi-li should be fun, we make it so. Listen to a well chosen selection of 
qualily hi-li equipmenl in our comfortable and relaxed listening room. Bring 
along your own records or CDs, we'll provide the coffee, and hear the 

difference we can make to your enjoyment of music. 

ARCAM, B&W, DENS EN, EPOS, LINN, LOEWE, MICROMEGA, NAIM, NAKAMICHI, NEAT, 
PIONEER PRECISION, REGA, ROKSAN, ROTEL, ROYD, SHAHINIAN, TALK ELECTRONICS and more 

9 High Street, Hampton Wick, Kingston upon Thames, Surrey KT1 4DA 

Telephone: 0181-943 3530 
Open: lues- Fri 1 0 . 30om · 7pm, Saturday 1 Oom- 6pm. 

Looking for some quality hi-li and Home 
Cinema al really keen prices7 - then come to 
our end of Summer pre-season one day 
event. We need to clear much of our stock to 
make way for new lines; hence !here's some 
slunning bargains to be had. So don't be late 
and miss out on a great opportunity. 

Most os the equipment on show is on offer at 

discounts on de m' units ranging from 20% 
down to half price on 
clearance items. 
Don't miss it, we open 10am-4pm. 

Sunday parking around the store is very 
easy. You can park 'free' on meters and single 
yellow lines. 

Established brands tocked by KJ 
Arcam * Audio Alchemy • Audion • Audiolab 

G•.itl 

Audio Research • B&W • Castle * Chard * Copland * DPA * Epos 
Graaf * Harbeth • Kef* Klipsch * Krell * Lexicon * Marantz * Martin 

Logan * Meridian • Mitchell * Micromega * Mission * Musical Fidelity 
* Nitty Gritty * Orelle * Parasaund • Proac • Quad REL * Rotel * SME 

Son us Faber * Stax *Theta * Thorens *Unison Research 
Wilson Audio • Yamaha 

•KJ WEST ONE 
26 NEW CAVENDISH STREET, LONDON W1 M 7LH 
TEL: 0171 486 8262/8263 FAX: 0171 487 3452 



ON TEST: SPEAKERS (£140-£250) 

Castle lsis 

C
astle is one of the fastest growing 

speaker brands in the UK right now, 

and its success has been mainly due to 

a series of cleverly designed and beau­

tiful real-wood finished floorstanders, such 

as the £850 Harlech -a Choice Best Buy 

from issue 160. The company makes 

smaller bookshelf-type speakers too - a 

succession of Durhams and Trents spring to 

mind - which again feature exceptional 

real-wood finishing at realistic prices, albeit 

necessarily somewhat upmarket from the 

budget best sellers. 

This new lsis is just such an animal. In 

'standard' form it's available in a choice of 

several veneers at £230, for a speaker 

which is just a little larger than a miniature, 

and elegantly slim with it. Our samples 

came in a particularly tasty yew veneer, 

which carries an extra price premium of 

£40. But of course, you might have to find 

some more money for a stand -it's enough 

to drive a bloke towards a floorstander! 

Whatever the temptations of the latter, 

there's still a potent argument for the small 

stand-mount. Not simply because it's 

smaller to look at, but also because it's a 

tried and tested formula which seems to 

work pretty well in British rooms, assuming 

you're not trying to provoke uncivil action 

* 
1'11011£119 ... 

A J,NIIt-looldql"lll woad lliRIIIan lt a Y11J 
........... price. 1111 Sllllld is li&ldniPI but 
.., ........ filii ....... ballllce. 
Casllt Aooustic:s Ud,l'alll MiU, Sbortbanll Road, Skipllln, 
N. YOib 81123 2TT. 
(01756) 795333 

from those on the other 

side of the party wall. 

A small main driver 

is essential to keep the 

box's slim dimensions. 

The plus side is that it 

should operate effec­

tively at the top end of 

its working range; the 

down side is that a 

lOOmm diameter clear 

plastic cone is never 

going to move a whole 

lot of air, even with 

some assistance from a 

modest 35mm diame­

ter port, so bass output 

and/or extension is· 

bound to be limited. 

Also noteworthy is the 

main driver's cast 

metal frame, another 

luxury touch that is 

unusual at this sort of 

price. T he tweeter has 

t h e  C a s t l e  l o g o  

moulded into its faceplate, and 

uses a 25mm fabric-dome diaphragm. 

Gold-plated bi-wire/-amp terminals are fit­

ted to the terminal block in the back. 

Room measurements confirmed the 

anticipated bass limitations, and showed 

that close-to-wall mounting is the best 

option, giving essentially even bass delivery 

down to 50Hz in-room, albeit alongside a 

distinct upper-mid peak. 

Sound quallty 
Considering its small size and relatively 

modest price, the Jsis did rather well in the 

listening tests, though the panellists for Day 

One were clearly 

much more enthu­

siastic than the Day 

Two participants! 

The lack of seri­

ous bass extension 

and authority is one 

I i m iti ng factor, and 

the Is is isn't the last 

word in dynamic 

expressiveness and 

grip either. But the 

bass it does have is 

exceptionally even 

and well inte­

grated, and the 

overall bass-to-mid 

b a l a n c e  i s  

smoother, flatter 

and more coherent 

than most. 

it r e s p o n d e d  

well to our 'budget' 

components, deliver­

ing voices with fine 

clarity and expression, 

though the bottom end 

was a little boxy. Complex 

material played at highish 

levels also caused a little stress. 

Conclusion 
A good-looking and fine-sounding little per­

former. Its small size imposes inevitable bass 

and dynamic handicaps, but within those 

constraints this speaker does a particularly 

good job, with a fine overall balance and a 

lively, open coherence. Use a good quality 

stand, and experiment with placement to 

achieve the right trade-off between midbass 

output and midband smoothness. PMe � 



hi-tech amps, at surprisingly 

reasonable prices, that beat most of 

the purist competition to a pulp." 
HI-FI CHOICE BEST BUY, April1997 

.... 30 Years Old - Audio T is one of the oldest and 
most respected hi-fi retailers in the world. 

.... We're Authorised Dealers for all the products we 
stock and have factory trained staff who know what 
they're talking about. 
.... Demonstrations - All our shops have single 
speaker dem rooms and all but two have a separate 
Home Cinema studio . 

.... PX - We're happy to take your old, working, 
equipment off your hands if you don't want to sell it 
yourself (although you'll do better if you do). 

.... Exchanges & Upgrades - You can change goods 
within 7 days if they are in perfect condition. You can 
also upgrade to more expensive products within 30 
days at no charge . 

.... Interest Free Credit is available on selected items . 

.... E. Mail & the Web - We are contactable on 
"hifi@audio-t.co.uk" and on the web at "http:// 
www.audio-t.co.uk" where you'll find our full sale list 
regularly updated . 

.... Guarantees - a  full 3 year guarantee on all new hi­
li separates. Mini Systems, Video & TV are 2 years . 

.... We're friendly and un-intimidating, we can arrange 
home dems and home loans (subject to status) and 
we install equipment foe if required. 

"See our monthly special offers list on our 
Web pages or in What Hi-Fi every month" 

Main Brands: Acoustic Energy, Arcam, Atacama, Audiolab, B&W, 
Cable Talk, Celestion, Cyrus, Oenon, Oynaudio, KEF, Kenwood, 
Linn, Marantz, Meridian, Micromega, Mission, Monitor Audio, 
Mordaunt-Short, NAO, Nairn, Pioneer, Quad, Rega, REL, Rotel, 
Royd, Sennheiser, Tannoy, Technics, Trichord, Vamaha. 
Not all products are stocked by every shop. 

CE PROMISE 
know you won't find better service. 

We know you won't find a better sound. 
• But if you find a better price, let us know and 
as long as we can verify it we'll be happy to 
match it. Plus you will still get our 3 YEAR 
Guarantee*. 
' 2 Year on TVNideo/Mini Systems • I Year on Portables 

Audiofreaks 
FOR the LOVE • 

of muszc 

Audtostattc 

Avalon Acoustics 

&I Canto Design 

Ben.z-Mtcro 

Cabasse 

Cardas Audio 

Clearaudl.o 

Conrad...Jobnson 

Dynamic loudspeaker systems 

1-Jigh Power tn'ode single ended valve amplifiers 

Moving coil cartlidges 

Dynamic loudspeaker systems 

Cables, analogue recorchngs 

,HC and MM cartlidges, toneanns and turntables 

Valve & FET pre-amplij;ers, power 
amplifiers and digital components 

Expressive Tecbnologtes Step up transformers and cables 

Golden Tube Audio Valve pre amplifiers, power amplifiers and 
integrated amplifier 

Bales Design Group 

Ku.:ntta 

Muse Electroratcs 

Power Wedge 

Shun Mook Audio 

Sonograpbe 

Souu.d'Lab 

Wbeaton Trlplanar 

D.vnamic loudspeaker ·'Yslems 

Toneanns & turntables 

Sohd-stale electronics, acllve subwoofers, 
CD transport and D/A converter 
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amplifier and power amplifiers 
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Toneanns 
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email info@audiofreaks.i·way.co.uk www.audiofreaks.i·way.co.uk 

Attdible &legance 

Kent's newest dealer is proud to 

present a fresh approach to buying 
Hi-Fi. If you enjoy music please 

take time to audition our carefuly 
selected range of both modern & 

vintage equipment. 
Art Audio- Beam Echo- Bravura- Gamma Acoustics 

Loricraft Audio/Garrard- JM Labs Speakers 

Nottingham Analogue- Target- Trichord Research 
Tube Technology 

01227 742928 4 0976 402779 
Ashcroft Bishopstone Lane Herne Bay Kent CT6 6RP 



ON TEST: SPEAKERS (£140-£250) 

Chario Syntar 100 

A
new name to me, and I'm still uncertain 

of how to pronounce it- does it follow 

chariot, or chameleon? No matter, the 

company is Italian in origin, has been in 

the speaker business since way back in 

1975, and active on the international stage 

for more than a decade. A brochure empha­

sises its considerable strength in depth, with 

a couple of dozen different models spread 

over at least three separate ranges. UK disti­

bution is via The Musical Design Company 

(MDC), best known for handling Micromega 

Electronics, which is doubtless finding the 

strength of the pound sterling a source of 

some satisfaction right now. 

The Syntars are the least expensive 

Chario range, and the little 100 is the small­

est and cheapest Syntar. Mind you, at £250 

this is not exactly a budget miniature, but it 

doesn't look like one either. As you'd expect 

from the country of origin, it's very prettily 

presented, and ultimately clothed in a very 

nice real-wood veneer. it's quite deep too, 

giving a chunkily purposeful impression and 

enclosing a volume of around 11 litres -

half as big again as the 'standard' miniature. 

The main driver is a tiny affair, with just a 

90mm doped-paper cone, operating within 

an injection-moulded frame, but it receives 

some extra help from a quite generous 

(55mm diameter) port. Unusually- not to 

V.U.Uil 
PIUCJ: at9." 

LJ This pretiJ and sensibly priced speallllr has a 

pleasantly ••• blllallce, but is not tbe most 

communicative or a:ltlna sound around. 

181 Musical Design Company, PO Box 13,london EIS lEG. 
• (01992) 573030 

say controversially - this is fitted into the 

base of the speaker, firing downwards, 

which brings the surface on which the 

speaker sits into the equation. The port must 

be spaced from the support surface if it's to 

work at all of course, and spaced by the right 

distance to work properly. Chario has 

elected to fit four rubber cones as feet, pro­

viding a 20mm gap, while the speaker's 

quite large footprint needs to be used on a 

stand with a similarly large top-plate. MDC 

supplied Chario's attractive but pricey 

(£160) real-wood-plus-fill affair, but is also 

arranging with Target for a less costly metal 

stand. My biggest worry in all this is the use 

of rubber feet between speaker and stand. 

Orthodoxy dictates rigid spike coupling, 

while this arrangement introduces a mea­

sure of decoupling which is bound to affect 

the end result. 

The small main driver might suggest 

close-to-wall mounting, but it appears that 

the enthusiasm of the 60Hz-tuned port 

more than compensates. Room measure­

ments show that the broad bass region (50-

200Hz) remains a little strong even when 

sited well clear of walls. 

Sound quality 
Pleasant but not particularly incisive, the 

Syntar 100 ended up rather below average 

overall, scoring well enough at the peginning 

of the day while the panel was finding its 

ears, but attracting much stronger criticism 

when repeated later on in the proceedings. 

Even our sighted operator was forced to 

admit that his initially positive assessment 

had been optimistic! 

The smooth, even-handed, slightly warm 

and gently laid-back balance represents a 

pretty good starting point, but after that 

t h i n g s  g o  

downhill. One listener 

complained of a "softness and lack of 

involvement"; another of a "rubbery, card­

board-carton sort of bass quality", and while 

the treble level seemed pretty well-judged, it 

was also considered a little splashy and 

opaque. Dynamics aren't great, and there's 

also some lack of top-to-bottom coherence. 

To be fair, the less demanding requirements 

of our budget electronics gave much less 

cause for complaint, but still didn't generate 

any great enthusiasm. 

Conclusion 
A very pretty loudspeaker at a thoroughly 

respectable price, but apart from a pleasant 

easy-going balance, the sound doesn't really 

distinguish itself, and certainly isn't the most 

communicative around. PMe ..,. 



Just a small selection of our huge range of products. 

AMPLIFIERS COMPACT DISC PLATERS 

ARCAM Alpha 7 ....... ................... freephone ARCAM Alpha 7 CD .................... freephone 
ARCAM Alpha 8 ....... ................... frtephoill ARCAM Alpha 8 CD .................... freephone 
ARCAM Alpha 9 .......................... freephone DENON DCD425 ........................ freephone 
DENON PMA250SE .................. hephone DENON DCD1015 ...................... freephone 
DENON PMA350SE... ................. freephone MARANTZ CD67 ........................ freephone 
MARANTZ PM47 ........................ freephone MARANTZ CD67SE .................. freephone 
MARANTZ PM57 ........................ freephone MARANTZ CD63SE Kl Sig .......... freephone 
MARANTZ PM66SE .................... freephone MARANTZ CD17 Sig .................. freephone 
MARANTZ PM66SE Kl Sig ........ frelpbone SONY CDPXE310 ...................... freephone 
ROTEL RA920AX ........................ freephane SONY CDPXE900 ...................... freephone 
ROTEL RA931 ............................ freephane TECHNICS SLPG580A .............. freephone 
ROT EL RA970BX ........................ freephone 
SONY TAFE448E ........................ freephone 
SONY TAFA3ES .......................... freephone KEF CODA 7 .............................. freephone 
TECHNICS SUV500K ................ freephone KEF CODA 8 .............................. freephone 
TECHNICS SUA700K Mklll ........ freephone KEF Q35 .................................... freephone 

MISSION 73li ............................ freephone 
MISSION 733i ............................ freephone 

DENON DRM550 ........................ freephane MISSION 734i ............................ freephone 
DE NON DRM650S .................... freephone MISSION 752 Freedom .............. freephone 

SPEAKERS 

CASSEnE DECKS 

SONY TCKE400S ...................... freephone MISSION 753 Freedom .............. freephone 
TECHNICS RSBX50l .................. freephone MORDAUNT SHORT MS!Oi ...... freephone 
YAMAHA KX390 ........................ freephone MORDAUNT SHORT MS25i. ....... freephone 
YAMAHA KX580SE .................... freephone SONY SS176E ............................ freephone 

SONY SS176EB .......................... freephone 
TANNOY Mercury M2 ................ freephone 

DENON AVC99 .......................... freephone TDL RTL3 Mkll .......................... freephone 
HOME CINEMA 

DENON AVC1800 ...................... freephone 
DENON AVC3800 AC3 .............. freephone NICAM VIDEO RECORDERS 

HARMON KARDON AVilOO ........ freephone AIWA HVFX380 .......................... freephone 
KENWOOD KRV888D AC3 ........ freephone AKAI VS-G745SE ........................ freephone 
PIONEER VSA805 ...................... freephone FERGUSON FV105LV ................ freephont 
SONY TAVE700 .......................... hlphone JVC HRJ635 .............................. freephone 
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Gale 2i 

G 
ale has fallen far from its original style­
meister status of the '70s. The brand 
has changed hands more than once 
since lra Gales slapped chrome end­

cheeks on a large sealed box and turned it 
sideways on a very high stand. Now it's 
owned by the Richer Sounds group, and is 
very much a house brand for that budget­
oriented chain, with one model that costs as 
little as £70 per pair. There's even a floor­
standing 4i model which costs no more than 
the £140 stand-mount 2i which is the sub­
ject of this review. By Gale standards, this 2i 

is relatively upmarket. 
That said, I've only just reviewed a batch 

of speakers that look remarkably like this 
Gale, and carry a similar £140 pricetag (see 
last issue, 169). lt appears that the 2i sim­
ply missed the bus, and so decided to come 
along and try its luck with this next group 
instead. In this company it is certainly the 
ugly duckling, with little prospect of meta­
morphosing into a swan. But that's pretty 
well inevitable, given that the next model up 
our price ladder costs £90 more and fea­
tures real wood veneer. 

As befits its status, the 2i comes dressed 
in regulation black-vinyl simulated wood­
print. A typical enough example of the British 
OEM speaker makers' art (Gale is a brand, 
not a manufacturer), it's not a particularly 
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LJ Decent all round perlonnance but unspectacular 
sound and appearance fail to help tllis solid little 
miniature stand out from the crowd. 

B Hi-Fi Direct, 20-30 Wilds Rents, London SE! 4QG 
• {0500) 333500 

ON TEST: SPEAKERS (£140-£250) 

pretty sight but is 
at least commend­

a b l y  d i s c r e e t ,  
helped by the 
chamfered edge 
around the front 
panel. l t  looks 
purposeful eno­
ugh in a chunky 
sort of way. 

There aren't 
many obvious lux­
ury touches. The 
drivers are simply 
bolted to the sur­
face of the baffle, 
but the moulded 
frame grilles keep 
everything looking 
tidy, and you do 
get two pairs of 
gold-plated termi­
nals on the rear, per­
mitting bi-wiring (or even bi-
amping, but that does seem a little unlikely). 

Room measurements showed a slight 
preference for close-to-wall siting, though 
the 2i didn't seem particularly critical in this 
regard, and as usual there's no substitute for 
a little on-site experimentation. Bass-to-mid 
integration looks well handled, though the 
treble starts to roll off rather early. 

Sound quaHty 
One shouldn't expect the least expensive 
speaker in the test group to turn in anything 
but the least capable performance, and 
that's precisely what happened here. That it 
didn't fall too far short of more expensive 
designs is itself positive news, and at least 
half the panel had some good things to say 

about the bass, 
which has a mea­
sure of power and 
drive often lacking 
in these small 
boxes. l t  holds 
together pretty well 
here, and shows 
decent rhythmic 
capabilities. 

However, the 
midband did let the 
side down, sound­

ing shut in, com­
pressed and mud­
dled. The end result 
was considered 
rather dull and life­
less, with a lack of 
dynamic expres-

sion. The treble is 
soft and rather too 

restrained, so leading 
edges proved very elu­

sive (if not illusory). The 
hands-on work only served 

to reinforce the rather negative impressions 
gathered during the blind tests. 

Conclusion 
Given that the Gale 2i is cheaper than any of 
the other models assembled here, if's not a 
disgrace that it didn't perform that well com­
paratively speaking. lt was, in short, rather 
out of its depth in the company, and would 
probably have been better served by com­
parison with its more immediate peers in 
last month's test. As a budget miniature it's 
competent enough, but lacks the spark (and 
the midband transparency) to stand out 
from the crowd. PMe � 
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JBL LX2 8 orn on the West Coast of the USA, JBL 
is one of the oldest names in the 
speaker business, and arguably the 
only one to have evolved into a genuine 

multi-national. Head office might still be in 
LA, but this speaker -like several that have 
come this way before - was actually 
designed and built in Denmark. Huge num­
bers are scheduled to be shipped into China 
over the next 12 months, but hopefully 
there'll be some left over for the UK too. 

That depends, however, whether the 
British fashion victim mentality allows itself 
to consider a product that looks rather dated 
against the modern slimline floorstanders 
that everyone is buying- allegedly. Up until 
a year or two back, the larger species of 
bookshelf-style stand-mount speaker had 
looked like an endangered species. Then the 
B&W 601 and 602 became huge sellers, 
and we rediscovered the potential of these 
chunky, slightly awkward-looking boxes with 
their relatively large main drivers. Is it any 
coincidence that JB�s £250 LX2 fits almost 
exactly halfway between the two B&Ws in 
both size and price? 

Pure coincidence of course. JBL has been 
making speakers of this size and shape for 
longer than I can remember. it's just that this 
seems a pretty good time to launch a new 

VALUE 
PRICE £H9." 

0 Lively. bouncy and inviaorating. if a touch crude at 

times, this pod-hearted spealler reproduces music 

wllb coaslderable zest and enthusiasm. 

181 Gamepath Ltd. 25 Heathfields, Stacey Bushes, Milton 

Keynes, Bucks MK12 6HR. 

• (01908) 317707 

ON TEST: SPEAKERS (£140-£250) 

one - there's nothing else like it in our 
selection of 14, and maybe it's time B&W 
had some competition! 

In the JBL hierarchy, the LX-series is the 
mid-price range, which slots in between the 
cheaper TLXs and the more expensive Ls. 
Among the LXs, this is the not-so-small 
baby, and the only stand-mount. I calculate 
the internal volume at around 17 litres, 
while the combination of a 125mm plastic 
cone main driver and large 60mm rear port 
promises plenty of bass oomph. Treble is 
handled by one of JB�s traditional 25mm 
titanium domes, but just a single terminal 
pair is fitted, precluding bi-wire or bi-amp 
possibilities. Build seems solid and substan­
tial, and the baffle is enhanced by post­
formed edges and restrained turquoise trim. 
Room measurements made it quite clear 
that this speaker should be mounted on 
60cm stands well clear of walls. 

Sound quality 
This was my personal favourite in the blind 
listening tests, although others were not 
quite so convinced. There was, however, 
general agreement about the strengths and 
weaknesses. The big plus here is a degree of 
dynamic capability which is unusual at this 
end of the market. The LX2 kicks (when the 
music so requires of course), and manages 
to serve up a vivid and colourful portrayal of 
what's going on, with tight timing, plenty of 
verve, and genuine grip and authority. 

This is certainly not the smoothest sound 
around, and may prove too colourful for 
some tastes. While the overall balance is 
good, there's just a touch of boom'n'tizz 
character, sufficient perhaps to attract the 
na"lve, but also to irritate our experienced 
panellists slightly, who complained of a mild 

lispiness on sibilants. 
Extended hands-on listening not only 

revealed a fine match with our 'budget' com­
ponents, but also confirmed my first impres­
sion that this JBL brings some rather special 
qualities to the art of music making .. 

Conclusion 
Although the sonic presentation might be a 
little coarse for some tastes, this speaker 
offers much more convincing dynamic per­
formance than most at the price. As a fine 
communicator with a high inherent fun fac­
tor, especially with music biased more 
towards rhythmic than tonal qualities, a 
Best Buy rating seems appropriate. PMe � 
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ON TEST: SPEAKERS (£140-£250) 

evolver 250 

R
ecently taken over by an American par­
ent, the Revolver brand first appeared 
on an '80s turntable, which is a logical 
enough connection. When the name 

was revived a few years ago as a range of 
loudspeakers, the connection became rather 
nebulous, and the initial models were 
named after famous guns- a clever enough 
strategem at the time perhaps, but one 
which seemed rather less appropiate after 
subsequent events had unfolded in 
Dunblane. 

The newer Revolvers therefore carry type 
numbers rather than names. As the middle 
one of three, this 250 is a compact two-way, 
two-driver floorstander which, appropriately 
enough, sells for £250. Presentation follows 
the standard British OEM formula pretty 
closely (note the similarities to JPW and 
Gale models), and is consequently neat but 
rather anonymous. 

it's a chunky, squat little box, standing 
only 85cm off the deck and needing to be 
wide enough to accommodate a surface­
mounted main driver with 120mm doped 
paper cone. This is mounted above the 
25mm fabric dome tweeter, leaving the lat­
ter standing only 60cm off the floor. An ade­
quate spike kit is supplied for floor coupling, 
but the fore-and-aft stability footprint is very 
modest, providing at least one good reason 
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for adding ballast to the partitioned section 
at the bottom of the enclosure. Provision is 
made for this, but mass-loading materials 
are neither fitted nor supplied. 

Running the usual in-room averaged pen 
charts to ascertain optimum siting in 
advance of the listening tests showed that 
the 2 50 preferred to be 
kept well clear of walls, 
and also went impres­
sively deep into the bass. 
But it also rang alarm 
bells about the (high) rel­
ative output of the tweeter 
with respect to the 
midrange, which was 
subsequently confirmed 
in the listening sessions 
and lab report. 

Sound quality 
Over-brightness was pre­
dicted in the measure­
ments, and over-brightness 
proved the 250's nemesis 
during the listening test 
sessions too. The quality of 
the treble is quite good, 
and at the fairly modest lev­
els used for the blind test 
the severity of the problem 
varied from one track and 
one listener to another. But 
all commented on the 
brightness and the lispy 
quality of exaggerated sibi­
l a n t s ,  t h o u g h  s o m e  
expressed it more as a lack 
of midrange body. 

Moving over to the 
hands-on sessions with bud 

components only served to compound the 
difficulties, especially when exploring the 
upper reaches of the dynamic range. With 
the Teac CD player and Cambridge Audio 
amp hooked up a "dreadfully top heavy, 
harsh, in-yer-face, rasping top end domi­
nates everything", according to my notes, 

which also acknowledged that 
the bass at least had some 
extension and expression. 

Adding some mass loading 
might further improve the 
decent bottom end, while 
careful selection of ancillaries 
and particularly speaker 
cabling could produce more 
satisfactory results. The 
boosted treble actually proved 
rather effective when playing 
music quietly late at night, but 
every time I reached for the 
volume control in anger, my 
ears and brain soon per­
suaded my hand to back off. 

Conclusion 
Too much treble (or not 
enough midrange) proved the 
unequivocal downfall of this 
budget floorstander. Fine bass 
extension remains a plus 
point, and to some exfent the 
treble sting might be amelio­
rated by the careful choice of 
cabling and ancillary compo­
nents. The end result is not 
unappealing at low levels, but 
in truth the 250's tonal bal­
ance is out on a limb, and not 
the stuff of which Recom-
mendations are made. PMe ..,. 
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ON TEST: SPEAKERS (£140-£250) 

Rogers dB101 

L
aunched in a blaze of publicity at the 
Ramada show last Autumn, the dBlOl 
is a long way from anything Rogers has 
produced before. it might be seen as a 

one-shot roll of the dice to transform the 
company's rather stuffy image. Or it might 
be an attempt to grab a slice of the very suc­
cessful sales action enjoyed by other cute 
'designer' speakers like the Solid by B&W, 
and JBL's Control models, in the semi-pro 
installation as well as the domestic sector. 

Many were very impressed by what's 
undoubtedly one of the prettiest speakers on 
the market. Designed by Peter Stevens, the 
guy behind the Mclaren Fl sports racing 
car, it is available in a bewildering kaleido­
scope of finishes. it makes a curvaceous 
virtue out of the plastic dies from which it 
sprung, and is the speaker every teenage girl 
would die for. Had I not noticed the Rogers 
sign, I might have suspected Swatch was 
getting into hi-fi. 

The original trouble was the £399 pric­
etag - significantly higher than originally 
envisaged. Cutest new kid on the block or 
not, a hard-bitten trade wasn't convinced it 
could achieve sales at that sort of price. 
Faced with a classic eggs-and-basket sce­
nario, the Chinese owners re-shuffled the 
management pack, and the new team has 
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boldly cut the price dramatically, to a 
much more realistic £249. it's still far 
from cheap for a lightweight sub-minia­
ture two-way, but now looks a much 
more attractive prospect. 

The moulded cabinet (from ABS 
plastic) is strong and light, minimis­
ing energy storage, and avoids paral­
lel sides (helping to spread the inter­
nal standing waves). The concave 
back has facilities for attaching a 
flexible and effective mounting 
bracket system, and also accommo­
dates a pair of reasonable spring-clip 
terminals (not ideal, but not as bad as 
some audiophiles might suppose). 

The main driver is a classy affair with 
a small 95mm aerogel cone and protruding 
polepiece. This is used over a wider range 
than usual, crossing over to an altogether 
less exotic tweeter at a high 5kHz. The way 
the tweeter is mounted across the port open­
ing is a clever design touch. Due to limited 
bass output, close-to-wall mounting is 
essential. 

Sound quality 
Although a rather mixed bag sonically- the 
idiosyncracies of the dBlOl drew a fair 
amount of flak from the listening panel- its 
underlying charm somehow kept it from 
serious censure and gave it a decent all­
round ranking. 

There are two key problem areas. First 
there's not really enough bass, and second 
the midband (and especially the upper 
'presence' section) is decidedly strong. Put 
those two characteristics together and the 
combination is both lightweight and decid­
edly edgeiof-seat, with sufficient coloration 
to alienate some listeners. But the payoff 

comes with superb mid coherence, deliver­
ing female voices complete with shivers up 
the spine. Perhaps because of the limited 
bandwidth, it also suited our budget compo­
nents pretty well. 

Conclusion 
Rogers' candy-coloured, tangerine-flake 
streamline baby is a very entertaining, if 
somewhat infuriating loudspeaker. it scores 
high marks as a communicator, especially of 
voice-band information, where it's excep­
tionally coherent. But high sensitivity has 
only been achieved alongside a sacrifice of 
bass weight, which is barely adequate, even 
though it's refreshingly agile. I reckon it 
would be well worth exploring its potential 
alongside a subwoofer. Idiosyncratic, with a 
balance and projection that won't be to 
every taste - but itsdrop-dead looks and 
great voice reproduction at a now realistic 
price, imply warm Recommendation. PMe � 



... there's a specialist retailer of Hi-Fi and Home Cinema equipment who 

gives independent advice, excellent deals and a level of after sales 

service that keeps customers returning year after year. 

Since 1981 we have selected products which offer high quality 

performance and value for money whatever your budget. We back this 

up with excellent demonstration facilities and staff that have the 

knowledge that only comes with being a genuine enthusiast. 

We are not just another dealer, why not test our claims for yourself 

soon ... at a town near you! 

+Systems and separates +Comfortable demonstration rooms 

+Home cinema surround sound +Home delivery and installation 

+ Multi room systems + In-shop repair service 

+Friendly expert advice 

+ Part exchange welcome 

+Interest free credit on selected products 

+Free 3 year warranty on Hi-Fi separates 

+ We will match any dell oHered by another authorised dealer 

audio eXcellence 
WHERE THE MUSIC MATTERS 

BRISTOl 65 Park Street, 851 SPB. Tel: 0117 926 4975 
CARDIFF 134/136 Crwys Road, CF2 4NR. Tel: 01222 228565 
CHESTER 88/90 Boughton , CH3 SAQ. Tel: 01244 345576 
EXETER 156 Sidwell Street, EX4 6RT. Tel: 01392 491194 
GlOUCESTER 58 Bristol Road, Gl1 550. Tel: 01452 300046 
PRESTON 131 Friargate, PR1 2EE. Tel: 01772 253057 
SWANSEA 9 High Street, SA 1 1lE. Tel: 01792 474608 
Open Tuesday - Saturday 9.00am - 5.30pm. Closed Monday 

+Visit our website at http://www.audio-excellence.eo.uk/ 
updated weekly for more details and our latest offers or 
email us on Compuserve 100631,167. 

BRITISH AUDIO DEALERS ASSOCIATION 

=�·�I ao authonsed 
DEALER 

GJnMr¥lw 

� SPECIAL4�� 
CENTRE 

(j'oJo·' 
INTEREST 

ON SELECTED . 

PRODUCTS 

ACOUSTIC ENERGY /_ ARCAM + AUDIOLAB 1' AUDIOQUEST / B&W CABLE TALK CASTLE CHORD 
CYRUS / DENON / DUAL "' DYNAUDIO <· DYNAVECTOR / EPOS KEF LEXICON LINN LOEWE TV 
MARANTZ / MERIDIAN L MICROMEGA 4,>. MILLER & KREISEL / MISSION MYRYAD NAD NAIM 
PANASONIC / PIONEER / QED /,, QUAD + REL 4 ROTEL �> SENNHEISER / SHAHINIAN / TANNOY TEAC YAMAHA 

Not all products are available at every branch - please check before travelling. 



ON TEST: SPEAKERS (£140-£250) 

Tannoy M3 

T
his is the second new budget Tannoy to 

come Choice's way in as many 

months. The £140 stand-mount M2 

scored a Best Buy in last month's 

under-£150 roundup, which must bode well 

for this floorstanding M3, which is priced at 

an equally keen £230. 

This is unquestionably fine perceived 

value for money against any of the competi­

tion. There aren't many cheaper floor­

standers out there, and none at the price as 

large, as elegant, or with such a reputable 

brand name. Offshore assembly seems to be 

the key to competitiveness, but the crucial 

design work is tightly specified from base 

camp in Scotland. 

The similarity between the M2 and M3 

runs more than just skin deep. Indeed, 

there's relatively little difference between 

the two, apart from the size of box - even 

the prices could come out very similar, with 

the cost of putting stands under the M2. The 

M3's main driver shares the same 120mm 

doped paper cone and injection moulded 

plastic frame, though its voice coil certainly 

extracts more current from the driving ampli­

fier, and the low frequency alignment and 

port tuning naturally differ too. 

Only part of the enclosure is acoustically 

active here, the bottom section permitting 

the addition of ballast (which is neither fitted 

nor supplied). A single terminal pair limits 

the wiring options here, but the cosmetics 

work well, thanks to an attractive 'cherry' 

vinyl front. 

In fact the M3s arrived with foam bungs 

already inserted in the ports, and therefore 

went through the first part of the 

programme effectively operat­

ing in sealed-box mode. 

(Incidentally, there's nothing in 

the instructions about bungs, 

which should be rectified.) In 

this mode the bass alignment 

was not ideal, and some wall 

reinforcement was found to be 

beneficial. However, room 

measurement indicates that 

port-open and-clear-of-walls 

is likely to be the better option. 

Sound quaUty 
Although it wasn't one of my 

personal favourites, the listen­

ing panels are democratic 

affairs, and comprehensively 

gave the M3 the thumbs-up, 

voting it into second place on 

each of the two days- a very 

impressive result indeed for a 

model well below the group 

average price. 

The very well ordered bal­

ance has much to do with it. 

The M3 sounds just a little 

bright, so the overall impres­

sion is both neutral and 

attractively open, especially 

at modest listening levels, 

though a1 couple of listeners 

found it a little too busy-sounding 

for complete comfort. The midband is par­

ticularly well judged, with impressive detail, 

a generous soudstage and fine stereo per­

spectives - the choral excerpt, with sur­

rounding church ambience, was particu­

larly well handled. 

On the debit side, there's some lack of 

substance and solidity. Dynamics 

are rather flat, and the bottom 

end could do with more drive 

and authority. Leaving the 

ports open improved the 

bass weight and evenness, 

allowing the speaker to be 

moved further out into the 

room and benefiting the 

midband, but the bass still 

lacked the grip and power 

to do justice to the more 

demanding techno tracks. 

The balance wasn't perhaps 

ideal for our budget elec­

tronics either: the combina­

tion sounded just a little 

thin, though its essential 

neutrality remained a 

strength. 

Conclusion 
A pretty obvious Best Buy, 

this compact floorstander 

looks better than many, 

costs less than most, and 

turns in a thoroughly 

impressive all-round perfor­

mance for the price. lt 

favours the midband over 

the bass, and could do with 

more grip, drive and dynamic 

excitement, but you're never going 

to get everYthing for £230. PMe ..,.. 



For Fast 'n Free 24 hr UK Mail Order Contact: 0181 8521321 

�� 
248 LEE HIGH RD, LONDON, SE13 SPL 
PHONE: 0181 318 5755 FAX: 0181 318 0909 

OPEN: 10AM- 6.30PM MON- SAT (CLOSED THURS) 

ARCAM 

N ew Additions 

THE CHOICE IS TRULY YOURS 
IAI e carry the finest range of Hi-Fi in London and you 

rrcan be sure that any of the products you see advertised 

here are on display and available for audition. Our helpful 

experienced staff are always on hand to help explore the 

possibilities open to you. This month - Lots of new goodies 

from Arcam, Linn, Naim & Pioneer- come and have a listen! 



ON TEST: SPEAKERS (£251-£360) 

Heybrook Heylette 

W
est Country speaker specialist 
Heybrook obviously takes some plea­
sure in naming its products. 
Eighteen months ago we had the 

Heylo (issue 152); six months back the 
delightful Heylios made its Best Buy debut 
(issue 164). Now it's the Heylette's turn to 
strutt its stuff on the Choice stage. How long 
before the Heynonnyno, I wonder1 

First impressions were that the Heylette 
represents a logical down-sizing from the 
Heylios. lt costs £269 (compared to £339), 
has a similar shape and rather smaller 
dimensions, similar 'budget' real-wood fin­
ish and conservative styling, and a slightly 
smaller main driver and enclosure. 

lt is, in short, a very neat little two-way 
stand-mount. Internal volume is around 
eight litres, so it's just a bit larger than true 
miniatures. it's also very nicely presented, 
with sober reddish veneerwork and baffle­
edge beading providing just the right styling 
cues to blend in with the 'traditional' furni­
ture generally available. 

lt seems to be a very well-built box too, 
and while the small dimensions are bound 
to place some limitations on the perfor­
mance envelope, especially at the bass end 
of the spectrum, the small well-damped 
cabinet panels should make only a modest 
contribution. Twin rear terminals permit bi­
wiring (or bi-amping), and the speaker is 

VALUE 
PRICE £269.90 
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supplied with these linked by Heywire 
solid-core cable. 

The main driver has a chunky cast 
frame and a small main driver with 
100mm cone. Some extra bass oomph 
will be supplied by the rear-panel port, 
but air-moving capabilities are neces­
sarily limited. The room measurements 
show the Heylette is quite tolerant of 
room positioning, but also reveal a 
rather startling lack of treble output. I 
went back to my Heylios data for com­
parison, to discover that this new­
comer is not only fuller in the upper 
bass, but has some 3d B less treble 
output above 3kHz. 

Sound quality 
The Heylette didn't by any means dis­
grace itself in the listening tests, indeed 
it was good in parts, but ultimately 
fatally flawed by its obvious lack of tre­
ble. lt didn't manage to get the panel 
excited either, ending up somewhere on 
the wrong side of the average line. 

The bottom end is actually rather 
good. Even though the driver and box size 
dictate there'll be no serious sub-50Hz 
extension, above that ultimate roll-off the 
Heylette sounds quite punchy and impres­
sively even, with a degree of authority and 
momentum which is rare for something so 
small. Bass-to-mid coherence is particularly 
good, bringing fine projection and focus to 
the rather shut-in voices, so the general con­
sensus seemed to be that the Heylette was a 
bit of an inconsistent mixed bag. 

Even the hands-on work with budget 
electronics failed to reveal a silver lining, 
and one� again the thick and shut-in bal­
ance was a source of censure. 

Conclusion 
A baby down-scaled version of the exquisite 
Heylios7 Not on your numchuck. By the end 
of the review I disliked the Heylette almost 
as strongly as I'd liked the Heylios, simply 
because its sounds dull, shut-in and is there-
fore not much fun. Why it should be so dif­
ferent from Heylios in this regard remains a 
mystery, unless Heybrook has decided to 
aim this Heylette specifically at the radi­
ogram set. There might be some systems out 
there which could derive benefit from such a 
balance, but I'm not offering odds. PMe � 



Do you want to choose your hifi in a 
comfortable and relaxing environment .. ? 

Do you want friendly and helpful advice 
(and a cup of tea) . . ? 

Do you want to buy your system 
based on what you hear (and not what 

somebody tells you) .. ? 

Do you live in GUILDFORD .. ? 
... or Addlestone, Aldershot, Ashford (Middx), Ashstead, Bagshot, Basingstoke, Bracknell, Camberley, 

Chertsey, Crowthorne, Cranleigh, Dorking, Epsom, Esher, Farnborough, Farnham, Fleet, Frimley, 

Godalming, Hartley Wintney, Haslemere, Hook, Horsham, Kingston, Liphook, Leatherhead, Molesey 
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Aura, B&W, Cyrus, Epos, DPA, Harman Kardon, Heybrook, Infinity, JPW, KEF (Reference), Linn 
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Visit us f"rrst and you won't need to go anywhere else, we have superb demonstration rooms where you 

can decide in comfort, and we will deliver and install free of charge (and part exchange is possible). 

Complete service- We are the only outlet in the area to offer the complete service. As well as stocking 

selected items from the above manufacturers we are able to service and/or repair on the premises all the 

above brands (and others also). 

PJ IFI 
Guildford's only REAL Hi-Fi shop 

We are at: 
3 BRIDGE STREET, GUILDFORD 

(by the traffic lights-
next door to Alfred Marks) 

Access • Visa • Switch Open Monday- Saturday 9am- 6pm (later by appointment) 



ON TEST: SPEAKERS (£251-£3601 

Mission 733i 

T
he 733 is noted as a style-setter par 
excellence, as well as being one of the 
strongest brands in the marketplace. lt 
has been one of the most influential 

speakers over the past couple of years, very 
much setting the agenda which started the 
trend towards budget-price compact floor­
standers as an alternative to stand-mount 
speakers. 

Our original review (HFC 139) awarded a 
Best Buy ticket, partly because the 733 was 
somewhat ahead of the game by offering a 
large and good-looking box with very com­
petent sanies for £300. When we revisited 
the 733 as part of our Best Buy speaker 
roundup in HFC 156, it didn't fare as well, 
partly perhaps because the competition had 
started to wake up to the possibilities, but 
more specifically because the review sam­
ples sounded (and measured) significantly 
less bright than our originals, shifting the 
perspectives sufficiently to turn off our lis­
teners. 

Now the time has come for the 733 to 
enter a mk2 phase, adding an 'i' suffix to 
imply the injection of improvement into the 
mix. The main change in the new recipe is a 
new-style silk-dome tweeter, which is now 
fitted to several Mission models, and which 
proved its worth in last month's 731 i review. 

In other respects the 733i is as mixed as 

I>!-� I lljl 

SOUND ***** 
VALUE ***** 
PRICil £329.90 

LJ A new tweeter lives this attractive budpt 
ftoorstander a more open sound; it's a good 
all-rounder that doesn't sound as big as it looks. 

181 Mission Electronics, Stonehill, Huntingdon. 

Cambs PEIS 6ED. 

fill (01480) 451777 

before. For a big yet .inexpensive woodprint 
vinyl-clad box, it's very good looking, thanks 
to the clever way the edges have 
been rounded off. A very 
large port has a built-in 
vane designed to min­
imise turbulence. The 
box shape ensures a 
decent stability footprint 
and keeps the drivers 
well off the floor. 

The main driver has a 
125mm clear plastic 

cone and pressed steel 
frame. Acoustically the 
enclosure is not as big as 
it looks, as the lower 
30cm or so is blanked 
off (allowing ballast to be 
added). Rough calcula­
tion suggests an actual 
enclosure volume of 
around 251itres, which 
is the classic large book­
shelf size. In a very real 
sense this can be seen 
as a repackagi ng of that 
traditional configuration, 
albeit one which comes 
complete with built-in 
support furniture. The 
box itself feels pretty 
solid, and the terminal 
block allows bi-wiring or 
bi-amping. 

Sound quality 
The 733i was not every 
listener 's cup of tea, 
but it did ?Way the majority 
in its favour and record a good 

overall mark - with specific praise for the 
tweeter quality from one perspicacious 

panellist' 
The lack of genuinely deep bass 
is perhaps a little disappointing 

in view of the size of the box, 
and the midbass-tuned 
port did seem a trifle too 
enthusiastic on some mate­
rial. But these are minor 
criticisms of what is essen­
tially a good-hearted, even­
handed and very well-bal­
anced speaker, which 
worked consistently well in 
both systems, at most lev­
els and with the vast 
majority of material tried. 
As with previous Mission 
models. it did a fine job on 
the end of our budget sys­
tem, cleverly complement­
ing and disguising its limi­
tations, and allowing 
plenty of volume without 
audible distress. 

Conclusion 
A good all-rounder that cov­
ers its tracks rather well, 
the 733i is brighter, 
sweeter and more open 
than its predecessor, yet 
retains fine compatibility 
with a broad range of hi-fi 
equipment. The competi­
tion is considerably tougher 

than when the original 733 
was launched, but this 'i'  

upgrade convincingly returns it to 
the Recommended ranks. PMe � 
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The Mission 753 Freedom is 

available at the following 
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authorized dealers .... 
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HI F I V I DE 0 

INDEPENDENT AUDIO & VIDEO SPECIALISTS 
FOR OVER 16 YEARS - DEMO ROOM TO 

EXPERIENCE THE LATEST IN HI-FI, VIDEO, 
LASER, PROJECTIONS THX/AC-3 SYSTEMS 

Brands include Mission, Denon, (Denon Gold), 
Castle, KEF, Jamo, JVC, NAD, Pioneer, Quad, Sony 

Unit 35, Observatory Centre, High Street, 

Slough, Berkshire SL 1 1 LE 

just 
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THE 

Tel: (01753) 531785 

like any other 

hi-fi shop 

only better 
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66-67 Upper North Street. Brighton. BN1 3FL. 
Tele: 01273 775978 Fax: 01273 748419 email@powerplant.co.uk 

Mission, Cyrus, 8&0, Rega, Audiolab, Arcam, Exposure, ATC, B&W, 
Proceed, Mark Levinson, Stax, Micromega and other fine equipment. 

35 Moscow Road, Bayswater, 
London W2 4AH 

Tel: 0171 229 2077 Fax: 0171 727 9348 
Stockists of: Mission, KEF, Nairn, Cyrus, B+O, 

Rega, Denon, Micromega 
Open 10.30am- 6.00pm Tuesday- Saturday 
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UN I LET 
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* All Leading Brands 
* Interest Free Credit 
* Demonstration Rooms 
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24-26 UNION STREET, MAIDSTONE KENT ME 14 1 ED TEL: 01622 676703 
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THE LEAMINGTON HI-FI COMPANY 
23a Regent Street Phone: 01926 888644 
Leamington Spa Fax: 01926 887486 
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We also have full demonstration of projection tv with 
laserdisc and full prologic systems. 
Part exchange welcome please phone or e-mail for prices. 
We have in stock over 200 laserdiscs call for our latest 
catalogue. 

Practical Hi-Fi 
Mission M-Time only available in Preston . 

. Cyrus AV Master available in Carlisle & 

Warrington. AV1 available in all branches 

.... MANCHESTER: 65 Bridge Street- 0161 839-8869 

.... PRESTON: 43 Friargate- 01772 883958 

.... WARRINGTON: 88 Bridge Street- 01925 632179 

.... BOLTON: 33 Knowsley Street- 01204 3 5789 

.... CARLISLE: 106 English Street- 01228 44792 

.... BLACKPOOL: 81 Whitegate Drive- 01253 300599 

.... LANCASTER: 84 Penny Street - 01524 39657 

---

This does not constitute a full dealer listing 



ON TEST: SPEAKERS C£251-£3601 

N HT SuperOne 

A
new brand on the UK hi-fi speaker 

scene, N HT turns out to be a 

Californian acronym for Now Here 

This! Impressed? Neither was I, but 

any firm that not only survives its first 

decade but also grows into a significant 

player on the US scene deserves due respect 

for such an achievement. 

More than a dozen different models cater 

for the full spectrum of hi-fi and home cin­

ema applications. The SuperOne that is the 

subject of this review has its own particular 

niche in the hi-fi stereo camp, representing a 

step up in size and power from the com­

pany's highly successful SuperZero, an 

award-winning speaker from five years ago. 

Where the Super Zero is expected to be used 

with subwoofer reinforcement, with 

SuperOne a sub is considered an option 

rather than a necessity. 

it's just a little larger than the 'typical' 

miniature (I estimate the internal volume is 

around nine litres), and differs from the 

stereotype in quite a number of ways. 

There's a £338 pricetag for starters, which 

is going to take a bit of justifying. Then 

there's a main driver with a 120mm (paper) 

cone - significantly larger than the 90-

1 OOmm used by most miniatures. However, 

there's no port to give the low frequencies a 

helping hand here. SuperOne operates in 

SOUND 
VALVE 
PRICE 

l>f' I [Oil 

***** 
***** 
£338.00 

0 A fine compromise between size and performance, 
thougll sensitivity is modest so a powerful amp may 
be an advantage. 

181 TSD Ltd. 19 Blacklands Way, Abingdon Business Pk, 
Abingdon, Oxford OXI4 lDY 

m (01235) 555622 

sealed-box mode, 

something which is ® 
relatively u n usua I 

these days (there's 

only one other exam-

ple in our group of 

14), and has several 

implications. The 

short version is that 

the sealed box will be 

less efficient, proba­

bly with lower power 

handling too, but 

does offer rather 

greater ultimate in­

room extension as 

well as lower phase 

distortion. 

The box is cer­

tainly a tough little 

thing, mitre-jointed 

according to the 

blurb, and made from a shiny 

black (or white!) laminate- not quite in the 

genuine hand-polished lacquer class per­

haps, but smartly effective nonetheless. 

Room measurements show that the 

SuperOne benefits from a little, but not too 

much, wall reinforcement; leave a gap of 

about a foot behind it as a starting point. 

Sound quality 
Considering its small size, this speaker did 

well in the blind listening tests, tending to 

imply some justification for its high-ish 

price. lt wasn't anyone's favourite, but then 

nobody took a particular dislike, and results 

proved quite consistent through two sepa­

rate presentations. This overall evenhanded­

ness seems to be the most obvious strength: 

"Warm, easy, unforced and involving. Works 

well on all types of 

music". lt is, in 

short, a good all­

rounder- but an 

unusually small 

example! 

Although it 

tries hard to 

sound like a big­

ger speaker, it 

only half suc­

ceeds. However, 

it does manage to 

pack significantly 

more punch and 

deliver a greater 

sense of scale 

than competitors 

of a similar size, 

and that itself is an 

achievement. 

Through out the 

hands-on work, my 

respect for this speaker 

grew. lt never managed to 

sound genuinely big or dynamic, but it 

worked well with the budget electronics, 

and handled complex material from the 

main system without serious clogging. 

Conclusion 
The low sensitivity might be a disincentive if 

you like your music loud, but it's the 

inevitable price that must be paid to get good 

bass extension out of a very compact box. If 

(lack of) size is important to you, NHT's 

SuperOne is worth checking out. There are 

compromises involved, but I haven't been 

able to come up with anything smaller and 

less expensive that can match this model's 

all round capability. Best Buy. PMe � 
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ON TEST: SPEAKERS (£361-£500) 

Acoustic Energy AE120 

A
coustic Energy has built an impressive 
international reputation, largely on the 
basis of the ultra-expensive, ultra-solid 
and ultra-miniature A El, which, in the 

late '80s had much to do with the resurgence 
of interest in metal-diaphragm drive units. 

In 1996 the company began a new ini­
tiative at the budget end of the market, and 
the floorstanding AE109 (Recommended in 
issue 164) became one of the major com­
mercial successes of the Autumn season, 
thanks to great styling (cunningly based on 
AE1 cues), and high perceived value (two 
main drivers and a mass-loaded, plinth-sup­
ported cabinet for £330). The latter was 
assisted by offshore manufacture in Malaysia. 

That extended introduction brings us to 
the £500 AE120, a significant step up from 
the '109 in price, size and number of drive 
units, but in other respects showing a close 
resemblance. Like its little brother, the 120 
combines an impressive list of credentia"is. 

Despite the four-driver line-up, the whole 
thing looks very compact, the more so 
because the twin bass and single mid drivers 
all have 100mm cones, so the front panel is 
very slim. The speaker comes fitted with 
mass loading, and the 25kg total weight 
feels solid, especially because a neat little 
plinth extends the spike footprint. 

VAL1Jil 

PRICE £499.95 

LJ Altractive presentation and aooc1 sonic headroom, but 

a heavy. uneven overall balance, and a difficult amp 

load too. 

181 Acoustic Energy Ltd. 16 Bridge Road, Cirencester. 

Gloucester GL7 1Nl 

• (01285) 654432 

This is a three-way design, and I'm 
pleased to say that it's fitted with a three­
way terminal block, allowing any combina­
tion of bi-/tri-/wiring/amping to be 
explored, now or in the 
future. The bass end is han­
dled by the lower two drivers 
operating in tandem, giving a 
combined moving area equiv­
alent to a single 140mm 
diameter cone, while a 
50mm port through the back 
panel makes an additonal 
contribution. 

Room measurements con­
firmed that the AE120 should 
not be sited too close to 
walls, but also revealed a 
rather lumpy and uneven 
character, not only in the bass 
region but also further up the 
band - and much less 
smooth than the AE109's 
room trace. 

Sound quality 
Though it avoided 
ignominy of last place by a 
tiny fraction, the AE120 was 
not popular with any of the 
listening panel, mainly 
because of its rather dark and 
heavy presentation. The bass 
tends to dominate the pro­
ceedings, and isn't particu­
larly smooth either, even 
though the dynamic range 
and weight are both quite 
impressive. 

By comparison the 
midrange lacks snap and 

energy, and the top end loses transparency. 
Focus is good, and there's a lack of strain 

and an impression of good headroom, 
but the net result, in the words of one 

panellist, is "nice and civilised but 
not very incisive". it's a sound 

which seems to be trying a lit­
tle too hard not to cause 
offence, and ends up being 
rather bland and boring in 
consequence. 

This presentation did suit 
our budget electronics rather 
better, at any rate up to a 
point, though there was still a 
rather heavy quality to the 
proceedings. Best results 
were obtained when I carried 
out some high power tests on 
my main system using some 
heavyweight techno material, 
whereupon the '120 really 
started to generate some 

Conclusion 
Despite its very elegant pre­
sentation, in a group context 
the AE 120 proved rather d is­
appointing, hampered by a 
heavy and somewhat lumpy 
balance. Indeed, all the evi­
dence suggests it's not actually 
as good as its cheaper, simpler 
and slightly smaller '1 09 sta­

blemate. The '120's one 
advantage is greater power 

handling potential, but even 
that is undermined by the very 

awkward load which the amplifier 
has to drive. PMe _.,. 



11 

• 

It costs the same to get it right 

as it does to get it wrong. 
At the Listening Rooms, we pride ourselves on 

matching your needs with exactly the right 

equipment, whatever your budget, and because we 

only stock the best, that's what you'll get. 

What you'll also get is sound professional 

advice and a chance to relax and listen to some 

of the world's finest Hi-Fi equipment. 

35 years combined experience. 

Two Fully equipped listening rooms. 

Home installation service. 

Multi-room design and installation. 

2 years Parts and Labour guarantee. 

Home cinema surround-sound. 

Export and Credit facilities. 

t 11 ·-- ....... 

• ACOUSTIC ENERGY • ARCAM • AUDIO RESEARCH • AUDIOLAB • AURA • BOSE • CELESTION • COPLAND • CYRUS • 

• DENON • EPOS • HARMAN KARDON • JBL • KEF • KRELL • LINN • MARA TZ • MARTIN LOGAN • MERIDlAN • MJCHELL • 

• MICROMEGA • MISSION • MONITOR AUDIO • NAKAMICHI • NEAT PETITE • PINK TRIANGLE • PIONEER • PROAC • 

• QUAD • REL • ROGERS • SME • SONUS FABER • STAX • SYSTEMDEK • TANNO • THETA • WILSON AUDIO • YAMAHA • 

161 Old Brompton Rd. London SW5 OLJ. Tel: 0171- 244 7750/59. Fax: 0171-370 0192. 

Monday- Saturday lOam- 6pm. Nearest Tube: South Kensington or Gloucester Road. 



ON TEST: SPEAKERS (£361-£500t 

B&W 603 

W
orthing-based B&W is just about the 
most successful speaker company 
around right now, and while a 
newish 300-series has recently 

come in to tackle the budget end of the mar­
ketplace, the 600-series remains the com­
pany's 'mainstream' range. 

This £500 603 sits on the third rung of 
the ladder, above the two bookshelf-type 
601 and 602 models, both of which have 
been warmly Recommended by Choice, and 
have gone on to establish themselves as best 
sellers. The 603 owes much to the 602, 
adding a passive bass radiator and extending 
the additionally-parted enclosure down to a 
floorstanding configuration, in which the 
whole box volume is acoustically active. 

The company has a number of alternative 
models which are roughly the same size as 
this chunky but quite compact floorstander 
-the new £1,000 CDM-7, or the recently 
reviewed £1,600 Matrix 805, for example. 
The 603 may therefore be seen as the bud­
get version of a basic configuration which is 
repeated at various price points up the 
range. You don't get the luxuries with this 
model: vinyl woodprint finish is inevitable, 
along with conventional front-panel 
mounted tweeters. You don't even get a 
proper bass unit here; just something that 

Ut9.95 

A squat floorstander with decetlt dynamics and a my 
well-judpd, if ratller restrained balance; bass is 
inlonnative but could ao deeper. 

B B&W loudspeakers, Marlborough Road, Lancing, 
W. Sussex BN15 8111. 

• (01903) 750750 

looks like one but operates as a 'slave', anal­
ogous to a reflex port. But you do get a taste 
of the higher-end, through features like a 
cast-frame main driver with a generous 
135mm Kevlar cone. The style conscious 
might quibble at the 603's rather dumpy 
shape, but there's no alternative if 
you're using a main drive 
unit that's signifi­
cantly larger than the 
competition. 

Besides the ABR 
'drone cone', the bass 
receives further assis­
tance from a conven­
tional reflex port, and 
B&W supplies two 
pairs of bungs of dif­
ferent density foam, 
allowing three alterna­
tive levels of bass rein­
forcement. On our sit­
uation the sound was 
best with the thicker 
bung effectively block­
ing the port com­
pletely.) 

Sound quality 
it's hard to argue with 
a speaker that tops the 
lists on both 'blind' lis­
tening days, and while 
it didn't head every 
i n d i v i d u a l ' s  score­
chart, i t  came pretty 
close. There's always 
r o o m  t o  c r i t i c i s e  
speakers, especially in 
the budget sector 
where price inevitably 

constrains quality, but the fact that no-one 
marked down the 603 in any respect is a 
testament to the fine balance of qualities the 
engineers have achieved, and is at least as 
important as the general enthusiasm. 

Despite a slightly 'thrummy' quality and 
some lack of weight and scale, the bass 

actually works rather well, with good 
tonal and dynamic discrimination, 

impressive speed and timing, 
plus the sort of headroom, 
drive and authority that's able 
to kick when necessary. 

The mid-to-treble balance 
might be a little too restrained 
and shut in by absolute stan­
dards, but that in turn paid div­
idends when using our budget 
price electronics, taming their 
si ightly aggressive tendencies 
and making the most of a 
smoothly coherent midband. 

Conclusion 
The only question mark hang­
ing over this B&W is whether 
it's worth a £200 premium 
over the 602. I've a suspicion 
that 602s mounted on high­
quality stands might have the 
edge, while the 603's limited 
low-bass extension is also 
something of a paradox. Such 
cavil Is apart, this is still a most 
impressive loudspeaker, which 
topped the charts on both lis­
tening days, and continued to 
give an even-handed and 

entertaining account of itself 
across a wide range of sources and 

material thereafter. Best Buy. PMe � 



ON TEST: SPEAKERS (£361-£500t 

JPW Ml1010 

J 
PW is a major force in British hi-fi 

speaker manufacture, and active in 

many markets worldwide. UK distribu­

tion is handled by the large and influen­

tial Richer Sounds chain. While this auto­

matically ensures a healthy UK market 

share, it makes the brand less widely avail­

able elsewhere in the retail trade. 

JPW doesn't change its models ver y 

often, but 1997 has brought a whole new 

range of nine models. Dubbed the 

Millennium Series, the bookshelf size/shape 

MS510 was reviewed last month, and its 

Best Buy rating must bode well for this top­

of-the-line MS1010 floorstander. 

Top-of-the-line it might be, but the 

Millennium Series is very much a budget 

range, and the 101O's £400 pricetag is 

remarkably modest when you consider the 

sheer size and weight of this behemoth. Its 

115cm towers over the rest of the group, 

and turns the scales round to a substantial 

23kg without any assistance from mass 

loading. My rough calculation indicates it 

has at least twice the enclosure volume of 

any of the other speakers assembled for this 

report, and the line-up of drivers and port 

represent plenty of moving piston area too. 

it's a true three-way design, in which two 

bass drivers with moulded frames and 

120mm doped paper cones operate in tan-

SOUND 
VALVI! 
PIUCil 

Ill>!' Ltlf 

***** 
***** 
£400 ..... eM ...... , 

Cl A seriously substantial speaker for the price, and an 
obvious cboice for tllose wbo like their music loud. 

181 JPW Loudspeakers lld, Ocean Quay, Richmond Walk, 

Plymouth Pll 4ll 

• (01752) 607000 

dem, keeping the front view fash­

ionably slim. Additional 

bass assistance comes 

from a large (70mm) rear 

port. The midband is han­

dled by a 75mm paper 

cone, and the treble by a 

smal119mm fabric dome. 

J P W  d e l i b e r a t e l y  

stays with wood-based 

enclosure materials, a 

double-thickness front 

panel aiding structural 

integrity and allowing 

subtle shaping and deco­

ration. The 'cherry' wood­

print vinyl wrap is prettier 

than most, and an 

optional £40 plinth was 

supplied, ensuring fine 

sta bl ity. Unfortunately the 

large bi-wirable crossover 

was damaged in transit. A 

shame, too, that the termi­

nal block is so high off the 

ground, from the point of 

view of dangly cables. 

Sound qua6ty 
A bit of a mixed bag. The 

1010 packs quite a thump 

in the bass, which initially 

surprised our panellists. 

But it knows how to carry a 

tune, as well as supplying 

decent weight and scale, 

even if the box does 

add some of its own 

contribution. The 

overall rating was high 

up the lists. 

The balance is open and essentially neu­

tral, if tending towards the bright, 

brash and forward, a factor which 

was all the more obvious in our 

hands-on listening with bud­

get components. Its best 

attribute was perhaps the fine 

impression of headroom and a 

general lack of strain that was 

evident at normal listening 

levels. Dynamic range and 

expression are both better 

than average. The down side 

is that it cou Id have been 

smoother and 'kinder' overall. 

some 

question marks over the 

crossover reliablity (which 

will presumably be ironed out 

as production gets up to 

speed), there's no denying 

the fact that you get a consid­

erable amount of speaker for 

your money. Only you can. 

decide whether you want 

such a large box, but it does 

offer an impressive perfor­

mance envelope, combining 

high sensitivity and loudness 

capability with decent bass 

extension (though to some 

extent the demanding 

load will negate the sen­

sitivity advantage). The 

sound quality is pretty good 

too, if slightly forward and abra­

sive- a factor which might prove 

irritating with budget electronics. 

Recommended. PMe 



ON TEST: SPEAKERS (£361-£500t 

Monitor Audio Monitor 3 

M
onitor Audio is not only one of the 
longest established hi-fi speaker 
specialists, it might well be the old­
est to operate under the same con­

tinuous management. T he brand has never 
competed fiercely at the budget end of the 
market, but instead has concentrated on lux­
ury real-wood finishes, and advanced metal 
diaphragm driver technology, with a broad 
range of speakers noted for their lounge­
friendliness. 

T he £400 Monitor 3 is a case in point. 
it's different from the rest of the models 
assembled here in a number of important 
respects, and several of those go towards 
making this just about the prettiest as well 
as the most discreet transducer in our 
group. it's a floorstander, but a very tiny 
one, unusually slim and quite shallow, 
standing only 91cm off th.e ground. Work 
out the internal volume, taking account of 
the fact that the bottom section of the 
enclosure is blanked off (allowing the user 
to add ballast to taste), and it's acoustically 
no larger than the typical bookshelf speaker. 
Add in the fact that the bass output is best 
served by placing the speaker quite close to 
the wall, and it all adds up to a very self­
effacing speaker indeed. 

And a very pretty one too, thanks to a 

***** 
* * 

1399.99 ..... £59.t9plillllll 
An aceptionallr pretty and discrHIIIoorstancler; 
101iclllr un-. but capable of line mults If used 
iR I SJIIIpatbellc sysllnl. 

181 Monitor Audio ltd, UnH 34, Clifton Road, 
Cambridge CBl 4ZW. 

• (01223) 242898 

nice line in real wood veneer, 
delicate baffle-edge radius­
ing, plus an optional (but 
supplied) £60 plinth. T he 
latter is certainly a worth­
while option, given the 
modest footprint of the 
enclosure proper, so it's a 
shame the spike fixing 
arrangements aren't better 
implemented. 

One reason why this 
speaker has a small enclo­
sure and works well near to 
a wall is that it's a sealed 
box (rather than a reflex­
parted) design, a distinction 
shared with just one other 
in this test group . T he 
sealed box may lack the 
sensitivity and power han­
dling of the ported system, 
but it does offer improved 
phase linearity and ultimate 
extension. 

To keep the speaker 
slim, MA uses twin main 
drivers, each with small 
95mm cones and moulded 
plastic frames, mounted 
above and below a small 
19mm metal-dome, gilt­
anodised tweeter. Twin bi­
wire/-amp terminals are fit­
ted quite high up on the 
rear panel. 

Sound quality 
Two panellists put the 
Monitor 3 near the bot-

third put it at the top, which only 
serves to emphasise the fact that 

speaker sound has much to do 
with personal taste. To quote an 
overall result that comes out 
around average would only serve 
to disguise the fact that some 
like what it does, while others 
find its particular character 
much less appealing. 

it's a dichotomy that found 
its way into the hands-on listen­
ing too. When I plugged it into 
the budget amp and CD player, it 
responded with enthusiasm, the 
speaker and electronics working 
sympathetically together to give 
a fine blend of delicacy and 
expressiveness. When I gave it a 
good hammering with some 
heavyweight techno from my 
main Linn/Naim system, it was 
altogether less happy and capa­
ble of holding things together, 
and the colorations seemed 
much more obvious. 

Conclusion 
Not the most neutral or capable 
speaker around, the Monitor 3 

still has considerable charm, 
both physically and sonically. 
Ultimately it may be a bit lacking 
in sheer grunt and drama for 

some tastes, but it can give 
very rewarding results in a 
sympathetic system, pro­

vided your requirements aren't 
too demanding, and it is unques-

tionably one of the prettiest and 
most discreet floorstanders around. PMe ..,. 



ON TEST: SPEAKERS 

Conclusions 
T

his collection of loudspeakers epit­

omises the disparity of shape, size 

and sound between different 

brands and price levels. The five 

examples of 'luxury-super-mini' designs in 

group A (the majority clustered around £230-

£250) make up the biggest sub-group. 

Factors like drive unit and box dimen­

sions mean that in theory these speakers 

won't offer a lot more than the sub-£150 

models we covered last month (at least in 

terms of bandwidth and loudness potential). 

In practice the extra money not only buys a 

much prettier cabinet, but also a worthwhile 

step up in sound quality. 

aoll)ro.ach to the problems 

flOILKISpectker design. 

the £400 JPW ML1010 

I reckon that's going to be 

To have got a box this big 

work as well as this is quite 

and there's no disputing its 

or exceptional loudness 

Classier drivers, a tougher box, better 

crossover components and so on: all con­

tribute to better resolution and dynamic 

range than you'd expect from standard 

budget-price alternatives. Despite its 

inherent strengths, however, a small main 

driver seems to be a limiting factor in the 

ability of the speaker to express dynamics 

with any real conviction. 

If you choose to go for a larger main dri­

ver, normally it involves moving up to a 

larger box at the same time. (There are 

exceptions, see the NHT review on p91.) 

The bigger the box, the larger the surface 

area to radiate unwanted colorations, and 

others didn't do so well. Working 

up the price ladder, at £230 the 

Castle lsis is a real cutie of a 

'super-mini', beautifully veneered 

and nicely balanced, with a light­

weight, coherent and slightly 

over-projected up-front sound. 

Tannoy's £230 M ercury M3 

looks good for a low-cost floor­

stander; although slightly lazy­

sounding, it delivers deep bass 

with a neutral if bright balance. 

Up at £250 the Revolver 250 is 

another budget floorstander with 

impressive bass extension. The 

ultra-bright balance could be actu­

ally be an advantage for if one 

bass is very good by 'super-mini' standards, the 

top-end's insufficiency lets it down. 

The same problem afflicted the earlier 

Mission 733, but has now been rectified in the 

new £330 733i, restoring this very successful 

budget floorstander to the revered ranks of the 

Recommended. 

I'm actually listening to the £338 NHT Super 

Ones as I write this, simply because they've 

become one of my personal favourites. Their 

potential, though it 

could sound more gra­

cious when played loud. 

Despite being the 

same price, the Monitor 

Audio Monitor 3 is at 

the opposite extreme in 

terms of size: a bijou 

real-wood floorstander 

that likes to stand quite 

close to the wall; a 

model of discretion. it 

sounds pretty good too, 

though it could be more 

neutral. 

Monitor Audio Monitor 3 
98 OCTOBER 1997 
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the more flexible the panels become. 

Cabinet resonances are a big problem, and 

potentially expensive to solve. 

Our £500 ceiling encompasses the vast 

majority of speaker sales by volume, but it 

would be a mistake to assume that it repre­

sents anything like optimum performance. 

There's still plenty of compromise involved in 

these speakers, especially with larger enclo­

sures. Compare B&W's £500 603 with the 

£1,700 Matrix 804 tested a few months 

ago. The size isn't all that different, but it's 

very easy to hear the improvements offered 

by more expensive speakers, even with rela­

tively modest sources and electronics. 

wanted to secrete them 

behind a sofa or curtains. 

.JBL's generous stand­

mount LX2 isn't the 

smoothest sound around, 

but it offers grip and drive 

that's rare at this £250 

price. Though it's a beau­

tifully-finished 'super­

mini', the Chario Syntar 

100 lacked poise and dis­

crimination. Then there's 

the £250 Rogers dblOl, 

which has stunning style, 

reproduces voices beauti­

fully, but needs a subwoofer 

for big bass. 

subtler qualities of neu­

trality and evenhanded­

ness steadily grew on 

me as the test work pro­

gressed. The NHT is 

pricier and arguably less 

pretty than some 'super­

mini' rivals, but the pay­

off comes in sheer sonic 

superiority, as it shou Id. 

With four drivers and 25kg of mass­

loaded weight, Acoustic Energy's 

elegant, slimline AE120 looks and 

feels like a lot of loudspeaker for 

£500. Fun at louder party levels, it's 

only downside is being less even than 

the cheaper AE109. 

Chunky presentation allows the 

B&W DM603 to use a larger main 

driver than most of the competition, 

with consequent benefits in dynamics 

and headroom. Bass extension might 

have been a bit greater, but balance 

seems well-matched to modest 

HI-FI CHOICE 



F
our Best Buys out of 14 is a higher 

hit rate than we were used to 

a couple of years ago, but we 

picked out the same number of 

champs in our last mid-price 

speaker group test (issue 164). 

Each Best Buy occupies its own 

quite distinct price/size/format 

niche, so our Fantastic Four repre­

sent the diversity of the market. 

Tannoy's £230 Mercury M3 

not only looks very 

good for a low­

cost floorstander, 

it also delivers 

respectably 

deep bass 

alongside an 

impressively 

neutral, if 

slightly bright 

balance, but 

the sound is 

lacking in dynamic grip and 

excitement. 

JBL's largish 

stand-mount 

LX2 (£250) 

isn't the 

smoothest or 

most open 

sound around. 

There's maybe 

a touch too 

much boom'n'­

tizz for purists 

too, but it's a 

balance that's 

likely to widen 

its commercial 

appeal, and the 

good-hearted 

sound includes 

a worthwhile 

dollop of 

dynamic grip 

and drive. 

A
further four models carry Recommended 

flags. The bijou Castle lsis (£230) will sell on 

looks alone. This beautifully veneered and nicely­

balanced 'super-mini' has a lightweight, coherent 

and slightly over-projected up-front sound. 

If you fancy making a break 

from the dead-tree school of 

interior decor, the Rogers 

dblOl offers stunning 

style at a now very 

realistic £250. The 

no grunt, and really 

needs subwoofer 

Mission 731 Pro ............ (£140) 

Tannoy Mercury M2 ......... (£140) 

B&W DM302 .............. (£150) 

Rega Kyte . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . .  (£198) 

B&W DM601 .............. (£200) 

Royd Minstrel . . . . . . . . • . . . . .  C£269) 

B&W DM602 .............. (£300) 

Keswick Audio Aria .. . . . . . . . . C£329) 

Acoustic Energy AE109 ....... (£330) 

Heybrook Heylios . . . . . . . • . . .  (£339) 
B&W DM305 .............. (£350) 
Wharfedale MFM-3 ..•.•.••.• (£350) 
Dali 1048 ..•....•.•••.•••. (£370) 
Musical Technology Harrier • • • •  (£400) 
QLN Qubic 222 • • . • • . • . • . • •  (£400) 

If small size is impor­

tant, check out the 

delightful £338 

NHT SuperOnes. 

The sound will 

never compete in 

the big'n'loud 

stakes, but their 

subtle neutrality 

and evenhanded­

ness becomes bet­

ter and better with famil-

iarity. They're not as cheap as some 

'super-mini' rivals, but the payoff 

comes in sheer sonic superiority. 

Chunky presentation allows the 

£500 B&W DM603 to use a larger 

main driver than most of the com­

petition, with consequent benefits 

in dynamics and headroom. Bass 

extension might have been greater, 

but the balance seems close to 

ideal for matching a wide range of 

components. 

now comes with extra­

improved treble. The 

result is clearer and 

more open, while the 

bottom end packs an 

enthusiastic thump. 

An enormous speaker 

for £400 ... there's no 

value or exceptional loud­

ness potential - though 

it could sound more gra­

cious when going loud. 



ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 

• 

Does the best price always mean the best deal? 

"I thought I had this buying hi�fi business sorted out. 

I bought all the hi�fi magazines and read them 

thoroughly, because I reckoned their experts knew 

exactly what they were talking about � at least a lot 

more than I did! It was reassuring to see the same 

product names cropping up regularly and I figured 

the writers' experience and guidance would steer me 

straight to the system of my dreams. The trouble 

is I've ended up more confused than when I started. 

One reviewer said a product I fancied was 

absolutely brilliant but another said it was 

nothing special at all. How can that be? 

Surely one CD player is pretty much the 

same as another? And how can a 

loudspeaker that's one magazine's top 

recommendation not get so much as a 

mention in any of the others? I don't mind 

admitting it, I'm completely lost." 

Plan B - I'm going for a deal 

"So, I've decided to adopt plan B. 

I'm sure there can't be any really dramatic 

differences between all this gear and it's all 

bound to work together properly, so I'm 

going to check the price lists and the adverts 

and shop around for the best deal. I know 

getting the right hi-fi is important- hey, I'm 

as mad about music as anyone- but if I can 

get close to the mark and save a few quid, 

I'm sure I'll end up with 

a good system and be happy. I know there 

are specialist shops our there that do 

demonstrations and reckon they've got all 

the solutions but, to be honest, I'm a bit 

scared of going to one. I'd really welcome 

some advice and guidance but 

I don't know all the technical jargon and I'd 

feel daft sitting there trying to "hear the 

differences" if I couldn't. Anyway, a friend 

told me that these shops only sell the really 

expensive gear and that they're not 

interested if you don't have loa
.
ds of money 

to spend." 

And so another hi-fi buyer starts his 

journey down the road to dissatisfaction, 

endless upgrades and a permanent overdraft. 

There is only one way to buy a hi-fi 

system that will prove satisfying, reliable and 

deliver true value for money, and that's 

through a specialist hi-fi dealer. Let's face it, 

you wouldn't think about buying a car if you 

couldn't rake it for a rest drive. You wouldn't 

buy a house solely on the strength of seeing 

the estate agent's details and a photograph. 

Even if you're spending far less, say buying a 

jacket or a pair of shoes, you want to try 

them on to make sure they fit you. 

Buying a hi-fi system is no different. It 

doesn't matter what the specifications say or 

what the "experts" think: if it doesn't 

measure up to what you want from a system, 

then it's not the right choice. Knowing that 

you've bought a room full of five-star 

favourites or best-buys is no consolation 

when you can't bear to listen to them for 

more than five minutes. Even that ten per 

cent discount on the price won't make them 

sound any better. 

Buying or being sold to? 

Mind you, most of us are easily suckered 

when it comes to buying hi-fi. Given the 

choice of venturing into the unknown 

territory of a specialist dealer's shop and 

exerting some influence over what we buy, or 

raking what looks like the easy route­

having adverts and magazine reviews push 

us along a path sweetened with discounts 

and special offers- we opt for the latter. 

We don't buy a system, we allow ourselves to 

be sold one. We side-line our own ideas 

about quality and personal satisfaction and 

buy someone else's opinion of what's good 

for us and good value for our money. 

Take control! 

Now there's a group of long-established, 

independent specialist dealers who are 

totally committed to putting the customer 

back in the driving seat. They're 

encouraging the buyer to take control . . .  

with a little help and guidance provided 

where required. They know how difficult it 

can be to establish the true quality and 



ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 

Ask the UK's top twenty specialist hi-fi dealers. 

worth 

of hi-fi and 

home cinema 

systems. They know 

they offer, you can't 

possibly assess the value 

of them. That's why 

their idea of "selling" is 

to play the systems for 

you and allow you to be 

the judge. 

Listening to your 

choice of music in a 

peaceful, well organised 

demonstration room, you may be 

surprised and, almost cerrainly, relieved 

to discover how easy it is to hear the 

differences between components and 

between systems. \X/ith the dealer's help and 

advice you will be able to make a clear and 

informed decision aboll[ what to buy. It 

comes clown to trusting your own judgement 

rather than the opinion of a reviewer you've 

never met ... and who won't refund your 

money if you're not satisfied or be at the end 

of a phone to son out any problems you 

might encounter. 

The story doesn't end there. These 

shops won't abandon you once you've put 

your hand into your pocket. They won't 

leave you to set up the system you've 

selected as best you can. They'll 

install it in your home, make sure it 

sounds great, and make sure that 

you're entirely happy with the 

way it works. 

Why bother? 

There is, of course, one 

question that hasn't been 

answered: why should you 

and these dealers go to all 

this trouble! \X/ell, from your 

point of view maybe it's 

because a good deal is about a 

great deal more than just price. 

Unless you've got money to burn, 

you'll be living with your new system 

for years- years during which most of 

those five star products will 

probably stop shining 

quite so brightly. 

As far as 

the dealers are 

concerned, maybe 

they believe that 

taking care of their 

customers properly 

is a nicer way of 

doing business than 

just handing over 

boxes. 

Listed on the right of this 

page are the best hi-fi shops in the country. 

They all have lots of stars. You'll find them 

on the shop floor: they're the people waiting 

to guide customers towards hi-fi that will 

give them years of musical enjoyment and 

wral satisfaction. 

STAR QUALITIES 

value for money 

service 

facilities 

verdict 

***** 

***** 

***** 

***** 

LONDON 

N1 

Grahams Hi-Fi 
190a New North Road 

0171 226 5500 

SW11 

Oranges & Lemons 
61/63 Webbs Road 
Battersea 

0171 924 2040 

W4 

Martin-Kieiser Ltd 

108 Chiswick High 
Road 
01131 400 5555 

SOUTH 

Ashford, Kent 
Soundcraft Hi-Fi 

40 High Street 
01233 624441 

Chelmsford 

Rayleigh Hi-Fi 
216 Moulsham Street 
01245 265245 

East Grinstead 

Audio Designs 

26 High Street 
01342 314569 

Kingston-upon­

Thames 

Infidelity 
9 High Street 
Hampton Wick 
0181 943 3530 

Rayleigh, Essex 
Rayleigh Hi-Fi 
44a High Street 
01268 779762 

Southend-on-Sea 

Rayleigh Hi-Fi 
132/4 London Road 
01702 435255 

Uxbridge 

Uxbridge Audio 
278 High Street 
01895 465444 

MIDLANDS 

Ban bury 

Overture 
3 Church Lane 
01295 272158 

Birmingham 

Sound Academy 
152a High Street 
Bloxwich 
01922 493499 

Leicester 

Cymbiosis 
(Formerly known as 
Listen Inn) 
6 Hotel Street 
0116 262 3754 

Northampton 

Listen Inn 

32 Gold Street 
01604 37871 

Shrewsbury 

Creative Audio 
9 Dogpole 
01743 241924 

NORTH 

Cheadle (Stockport) 
Audio Counsel 
14 Stockport Road 

0161 428 7887 

Oldham 

Audio Counsel 
12/14 Shaw Road 
0161 633 2602 

Sheffield 

Moorgate Acoustics 
184 Fitzwilliam St 
0114 275 6048 

SCOTLAND 

Edinburgh 

Russ Andrews Hi-Fi 
34 Northumberland 
Street 
0131 557 1672 

Glasgow 

Stereo Stereo 

260 St. Vincent Street 
0141 248 4079 
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Dealer Guide 
BIRMINGHAM 

�g.; IVIIL.JSI� IVI.A..--EFlS �g.; 
HI-FI TI-lE .ALJDic:> SPEGI.ALISTS HI-FI 

Latest additions to our extensive range of products include Audio 
Research, Theta, Dy naudio, and Sonus Faber. The Midlands' best 

HiFi store also offers the latest from B&W, Orelle, DPA, Musical 
Fidelity, Ruark, TEAC, Meridian, CYRUS, Yamaha and KEF. 

INTEREST FREE CREDIT ON SELECTED ITEMS 
APR 0%. Written details on request. 

363 HAGLEY ROAD, EDGBASTON, 93-95 HOBSMOAT ROAD, SOLIHULL, 9 Market Street, Stourbridge, OPENING TIMES 

Tues-Sat ... 0.00-5.30 
Licensed Credit Broker. BIRMINGHAM 817 SOL WEST MIDLANDS 892 SJL West Midlands DY81AB 

Thursday 10.00-

7.00 v1sA. AccEss. sw1rcH. AMEX. DINERs TEL: 0121-429 2811FAX: 0121-434 3298 TEL: 0121-742 0254 FAX: 0121-742 3471 Tel: 01384 444184 Fax: 01384 444968 

BERKSHIRE 

·Frasers• 
HI Fl VIDEO 

AUDIO & VIDEO SPECIALISTS 

PIONEER * DENON * YAMAHA 

ONKYO * NAD * KEF * MISSION 

QUAD * MUSICAL FIDELITY 

HOME CINEMA SPECIALIST 

Unit 35, Observatory Centre, High Street, 

Slough, Berkshire SL 1 1 LE 

Tel: (01753) 531785 

Alchemist. Alon, Arian. ATC. Audiomeca. AVI. Cadence, 
Chord AMPS. Electrocompaniet. Harman Kardon. 
Heybrook. Jamo. Lyra. Michell. Origin Live, Ortofon. Pink 
Triangle. Pro-ject. Ruark. REL Shearne Audio, SME. Sonic 
Link. Stax. Sugden, Sumiko. '1 ( _. ...A_. 
Townsend. Triangle �---:! LY.J. 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE 

A CAMBRIDGE HI-FI 

Thchnics� 
HOME CINEMA 

/? J'<9Mtd � alia V'� 
1-3 Hawthorn Way, Cambridge 

Te1: 01223 367773 Fax: 01223 353741 
9.30-5.30 Mon-Sat 

Free Parking 

University Audio 
HI-FI SPECIALISTS 

MAIN AGENTS FOR: 
A.T.C. • CYRUS • UENON • LINN 

1\IARANTZ • MERIDIAN • MISSION 
MONITOR/AUDIO • 1\IYRYAD 

QUAD • YAMAHA 
3DEMOROOMS 

TELEPHONE: 01223 354237 
FACSIMILE: 01223 322079 

Technics 
AUTHORISED HI-FI SPECIALIST 

e Full range of Technics 
products on display 

e 3 demonstration rooms 
(dedicated home cinema /', 
room) 111 r:r.l ::!I 

e Free on-site car park 

e
�i-Rft/' 

e Friendly knowledgeable specialist 
service � 

e Established over 25 years 

e Panaservice dealer 

P. DOGRA & SONS 
6-8 HIGH STREET, 

SLOUGH 
Tel: 01753 521706 I 

535689 

Agents for: 

TECHNICS, KENWOOD, ROTEL, NAKAMICHI, B&W, 
MORDAUNT SHORT, SONY, PANASONIC, MITSUBISHI, 

PHILIPS, AIWA, J.V.C., WHARFEDALE, INFINITY 
FREE DELIVERY • DEM ROOMS AT* 

37 Stoke Road, Slough SL2 5AH (01753) 538287 

2521254 High Street, Slough SL 1 1 BN (01753) 538288" 

117/119 Oxford Road, High Wycombe HP11 2DN (01494) 528605" 

9 Market Street, Aylesbury HP20 2PN (01296) 25119" 

11 West Street, Marlow, Bucks SL7 2LF (01628) 483555 

83 High Street, Maidenhead, Berks SL6 1JX (01628) 778611 

11 Princess Square, Bracknell, Berks RG12 1LS (01344) 869898 

CUMBRIA 

�� .. ..Setting new standards 
� in Hi-Fi retailing! 

If you want to see the best brands - want a 
great deal with the best service and demo 

included- pay us a visit. 

6 ABBEY STREET, CARLISLE (01228) 46756 

Norman H. Field ll/-ri 

Consultants for Home High Fidelity 

: �:,: : �����' 

I 
NAD 

I 
• Castle • Yamaha 

• Dual • Kenwood 

• Mordaunt-Short 

• Technics 

Two-year guarantee 
Private Listening Rooms 

HURST STREET 
BIRMINGHAM 85 4BJ 

Telephone: 0121-622 2323 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 

HAZLEMERE AUDIO 
We offer music lovers the chance to increase your enjoyment of music. 
Objective advice, comfortable listening rooms, home demonstrations, 
free installations, exceptional customer service, and some of the world's 
finest equipment (sound, value & reliability). 

Air-Tangenl, Alchemisl, A.T.C., Audio Analogue, Audiomeca, Basis, 
B.K.S., Classe, E.A.D., Fanfare, Henley, Mirage, Monrio, Muse, Opera, 
Nous. Analogue, Ortofon, S.D. Acous1ics, Sinus, Slraight Wire, Teac, 
Tice, Triangle. Trichord, Trilogy, Unison Research, V.P.I. 

FOR AN APPOINTMENT (DAY OR EVENING) CALL 

HIGH WYCOMBE (01494) 437892 

CHESHIRE 

NAIM 
AA£AM 

A'iiPA 
MISSION 

AUAAK 
EPOS 

SOUND 

J 
MUSIC 

RETAILERS OF FINE HI-FI 

95 NANTWICH ROAD 
CREWE, CHESHIRE 

CW26BA 
TEL: 01270 214143 
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CHESHIRE 

�eplay 
.,.a u dio c o n sulta nt' 

High quality Hi-Fi Systems from: 

AVI • Heybrook • LFD • Michell 

Musical Fidelity • Neat • Origin Live 

Pink Triangle • Roksan • Sonneteer 

Totem • Trilogy • Trichord • etc 

Phone for our product guide 

01244 401290 
e-mail replay@dial.pipex.com 

KENT m ELECTRICAL 
DISCOUNT 
CENTRE 

SALES & SERVICE 

JVC AXAI 

Cl) PIONEER 
B&W jamo 

............ 1 
PRO • LOGIC 

plus many more ... 
BRANCHES AT 

The Broadway.. 138 Pelhant Rd, 

Bexreyheath. Kent. Gravesend, Kent 

Tel; (0181) 298 7880. Tel; (01474) 32.6600 

Fa><: (01474) 535 937 (01474) 569601 

LEICESTER 

Cymbiosis 
---­
Audio & Visual So!ullons 

Arcam-Audiolab-Chario-Denon-Epos-KEF-Linn Hi-Fi 
linn AV51-loewe TV-Micromega-Mordaunt Short 

Myryad-Naim Audio-Projekt-Rega-Rotei-Royd 

6 Hotel Street- Leicester - LE1 SAW 
0116 262 3754 facsimile 0116 262 3758 

LONDON 

27 BOND STREET, EALING WS e 0181 567 8703 

APOLLO, AUDIOLAB, AUDIO ALCHEMY, AURA, BOSTON, B&O, B&W, CABLE TAL� 

CASTLE, CHORD, DENON, EPOS, HARMON KARDCN, KEF, MARANTZ. MISSION, 

MUSICAL FIDEUlY, NAD, NDRDOST, ONKYO, ORELLE, QUAD, REL, ROKSAN, ROGERS, ROTEL, 

SONICUN� SOUND STYLE, TALK ELECTRONICS, TARGET, TEAC, THORENS, VAN DEN HUL 

Two demonstration rooms. Free local delivery. 
Repairs & Service. Closed Wednesday 

THE INNOVATIVE 
AUDIO/VISUAL 
1-IIFI RETAILER 
SERVING LONDON 
FROM BATTERSEA 

ORANGES 
& LEMONS 
0171-924 2040 

61/63 WEBBS ROAD, SW I I 

Now in our third tangy year 
0% Credit Finance available 

ARCAM. B&W. CABLETALK. CHORD CO. 

DENON. EPOS. KEF. MARANTZ, 

MICROMEGA. M-SHORT NAD. NAIM. 

NEAT QUAD. REGA. ROTEL 

ROYD. RUARK. SOUNDSTYLE. 

STANDS U IQUE. YAMAHA. 

wi[h more ro come 

ESSEX 

GRAYSTON 
sound &-vision 
Co,fortable de111o roo11rs 

Free deliverylillsiallatioll 

Ho111e trials 

M11sical eve11i11gs 

Excelle11t credit facilities 

available 

LINNQUAD 
MERIDIAN 

ARCAM B&W 
BOSTON 

HARMAN KARDON 
PHILIPS/MICHELL 

THORENS 
DEN ON 

ROTEUMUSICAL FIDELITY 
HARBETH 

KEF REFERENCE 
PIONEER PRECISION 

INFINITY 
33 Sir lsaac's Walk. Colchester. Tel 01206 577682 

c �hew & Osborne 
Akai • Alphason • A ream • B& W • Bang & Olufsen • 

Bose • Cable Talk • Celestion • Dual • Harman Kar·don • 

Ken wood • Quad • MararliZ • Mordmmt-Shon • NAD • 

Pioneer • Phi lips • Ruark • Sony • Yamaha • Zenith • 

148 HIGH STREET • EPPING • TEL: (0I992) 57m2 
26 Kl�G STREET • SAFFRON \VALDEN • ESSEX • TEL: (0I799) 523728 

IRELAND 

Hearing is Believing 

CLIHEY 
lltft/iO 

30 years of Excellence 

55 Main Street, 
Blackrock, 

Dublin. 
Tel: (01) 2889449/2888477 

Open: lues· Sat 10 am to 6 pm. 

Thur - Fri 10 am to 6 pm. 

LINCOLNSHIRE 

Lend us your ears and 
we'll blow your mind .. 

Audiolab, Area m, B & W, Ceicstion, Denon, 
Ken wood� Kef, Marantz, Meridian, Michell, 
Mission, Mordaunt·Short, NAD, Pioneer, 

Panasonic, Quad, Rote!, Ruark, Sony, 
Tannoy, Technics, Yamaha 

and more. 

Audition the very best at South Humberside's 
prem1er Hi-Fi dealer ... 

2·4 EDWARD STREET (Off Pasture St.) 
GRIMSBY. TEL: (01472) 351391 

HERTFORDSHIRE 

COME AND 
EXPERIENCE 
HI FI AND 
HOME CINEMA 
AT ITS BEST 
THE AUDIO fiLE, 
27 HOCKERILL STREET, 
BISHOP's STORTFORD, 
HERTFORDSHIRE CM23 20H 
TEL: 01279 506576 
FAX: 01279 506638 

THE AUDIO FILE , 
41 VICTORIA ROAD, 
(AM BRIDGE (84 38W 
Tu: 01223 368305 
FAx: 01223 345975 

ARCAM 

DENO� 
CVRUS. REGA 

LINN. NAIM 

SONV 

PIONEER 

MISSION 

LOEWE 

YAMAHA 

KEF. CASTLE 

KRELL 

COPE LAND 

MARTIN LOGAN 

SONUS FABER 

MARANTZ 

PRO AC. REL 

SOUND STYLE 

QED 

Radlett Audio 
I �I 1'17s 

THE HIGH·END SPECIALIST SINCE 1978 
AE. ATC. Audiolab. AV!. Aura. B+W. Bow Technologies. 

' 

Chano. Copland. Denon. Lyra. Marantz. Mark Levinson. 
MIT. Myryad. NottsAnalogue. Primare. Proceed. Pro-Ac. 
Ruark. Sonus Faber. Stax. Sumiko. Teac. Theta. Trichord : 

and more. 

9 Holywell Hill, St. Albans, Herts. ALl lEU 
Tel: 01727 855577 

NORFOLK 

Basically Sound of Norfolk 
STOCKISTS OF LEADING HI-FI 

T he Old School 
School Road 
Bracon Ash 

Norfolk NR14 8HG 
Tel: (01508) 570829 

= .... ,..1 
-

Nairn Audio, Arcam, Audio Alchemy, Audiolab, Cable Talk, 
Chario, Chord Co. Opera Speakers, Denon, Densen, Epos, 

Heybrook. Micromega, QED, Rogers, Rote!, Royd, Soundstyle, 
TDL. Unison Research and others. 
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MIDDLESEX 

"WHERE DREAMS COME TRUE" 
EXPERIENCE THE BEST IN HOME THEATRE 

starring DTS and AC3 supported by 

R D £ ANGSTROM, DWIN, DENON, HARMAN, KRELL, LEXICON, MARTIN LOGAN, NHT, ONKYO, 

PIONEER, REL, RCF, YAMAHA. 

422 RICHMOND ROAD 

EAST TWICKENHAM 

MIDDLESEX TW1 2EB 

other participants include at the foot of Richmond Bridge 
AUDIO RESEARCH, ARCAM, AUDIOLAB, BOSE, B&W, B&O, CASTLE, COPLAND, DENON, 

JADIS, MIC HELL, MICROMEGA, MARANTZ, MERIDIAN, MONITOR AUDIO, MUSIC FIDELITY, 

PROJECT TURNTABLES, QED ROOMLINK, ROTEL, SONUS FABER, SONY, TANNOY, TDL, WILSON. 

Tei:0181 8927613 

Fax: 0181 892 7749 
interconnect cables. hi-ft stands. speaker cables. headphones all supporting the above brands stocked. please call. visit our site on the worldwide web 

OPENING HOURS MON-SAT lOam ·5.30pm http:/ /www.riversidehifi.eo.uk/ 
All MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED email us on 

LOW COST ANDO% FINANCE AVAilABLE SUBJECT TO STATUS WRITTEN DETAILS ON REQUEST soundadvice@riversidehifi.co.uk 
PERSONAL OVERSEAS ORDERS WELCOME. COMPETITIVE SHIPPING QUOTES. UK MAIL ORDER AVAilABLE (£8 PER ITEM. MAINlAND ONLY) 

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 

llml �FpTV�n�id�JP�!S 
Nottingham's Leading Hi-Fi Specialist 

Professional Advice & Service 
Stockists of: 

- ARCAM- ATACAMA- AURA - B&W- BEYER- CANON CASTLE -

- CELESTION - OENON - DU AL - GRADI ENT - IXOS - MARANTZ -

- MORD AUNT SHORT- N AKAMICHI - OED - QU AD · ROG ERS - SME-

- SENN H EISER- TDL- TE AC- TECHNICS- THORENS-

70 Chilwell Road, Beeston 
Nottingham NG91GQ Tel: 0115 9252986 

SUSSEX 

WORTHING AUDIO 
20 Teville Gate, W. Sussex. BNll 1UA 

Tel: (01903) 212133 
The ji-iendly shop wirh rhe besr sound 

sysrems in rhe Sour h. 
Friendly advice • 3 yr guaramees • easy parking 

Open M on-Sat I Oam-6pm Late night Wed 7:30pm 

Agenicies include: Arcam, Exposure. JPW. Naim 
Audio, Maranrz, Ore/le, Origin Live, Ruark, Audio 

Technica, Targel, TDL, Tripod, Kinshaw 
Elecrronics and many more. 

SCOTLAND 

1:1:1! HOLBURN HI-FI LTD 
l'7f'7r Established 1973 
441 Holburn Steel Aberdeen ABJO 7GU Tcl 01224 585713 

+ Arcam + ATC + Audiolab + B&W + casUe + Cyrus + 

+ Denon + Dynaudio + Epos + Exposure + Harman-Kardon + 

+ JBL + KEF + Marantz + Meridian + Mission + 

+ Mordaunt Short + Pioneer + Project + Polk + Quad + Rega + 

+ REL + Rotel + Tannoy + TDL + Teac +Technics + Yamaha + 

Interest free credit and home demonstrations available 

Glasgow's newest 
friendliesr & besr 
Hi-fi Srore. 
520 St Vincent St 

loud 
•clear 

"'Naim 

*Marantz 

*Exposure 

Finnieston, Glasgow 
'Alchemist 

0141 221 0221 ' Mordaunt Shon 

• Systemdek 

'Epos 

• Royd 

'Kef 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 

it�l audiocraft 

23-25 DERNGATE, NORTHAMPTON NN1 1TY 

TELEPHONE: 01604 36291 FAX: 01604 21786 

Bang Olufsen I Kenwood I Technics I Base I 
Tanoy I Marantz I Celestion I Kef 

SURREY 

Front End Problems? 
C0/1{(/Cf" 

The Cartridge Man 
It doesn't have to cost an arm and a leg to get the best­

listen to my Koetsu - and- Decca- eater. 
Also agents for Croft, Moth, Real Music Company 

& Hadcock & Michell - plus cartridge re�t1iJpi11g service 
Lookout for Cartridge Man Stylus Scales at Ramada 

(0181) 688 6565 

ipswich 01473 622866 mobile 0802 176319 

W. MIDLANDS 

ntad�us 
SOUND ANO VIS/OH fOR HOME 8/TfRTA/1/!.IENT 

BANG & OLUFSEN MUSICAL 
FIDELITY TECHNICS CASTLE 

10 Bold mere Road, Su�on Coldfield 
Wesl Midlands B73 5TD 

Tel: 0121-354 2311 

TO ADVERTISE ON 
THESE PAGES 

PLEASE 
CALL CLARE ON 
0171 917 3935 

YORKSHIRE 

24 Gillygate, York 
Tel. 01904 629659 
High Fidelity Specialists est.1967 

IHX 
DO(':':'.�) 

• Free De!l'lalstratians 

For The Midlands 
• Hare cinerra. Theatre 
• 2 Year Guarantee 

152a High Street, Bloxwich, Walsall 

01922 493499/473499 
• Inhouse service Department 
• Mail order available 
• Interest Free credit 

Open 6 rays, 9am - 6pn 
Late mght Friday 
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SALES & SERVICES 

EX-DEMO 

Audio Designs 
of East Grinstead 

Mail Order and Export Service 

AUDIO DESIGNS SPECIAL OFFERS 
PRODUCT STATUS WAS NOW PRODUCT STATUS WAS NOW 
Arcam X eta 1 AV Amp new 999.!ll 499.00 linn Ekos xd 1500.00 1125.00 
Audiolab CDMJDAC xd 2299.!KI 1499.00 lirm Ktmn Slh 

Slh 

Slh 
Slh 
Slh 
Slh 

2400.00 1560.00 

1500.00 999.00 Aura VAIOO/II xd m.!Kl 259.00 UnnNumerit 
Cyrus O isc/Dac �d 1500.00 1225.00 Unn Keilidh 850.00 680.00 
CyrusDisc/Dac new 1500.00 1325.00 lirmKeltikYew 6(0100 3800.00 

6001003600.00 Cyrus llli xd 598.00 !"iiB.OO linnKeltikWalnut 
CyrusPSX-R xd 328.00 218.00 linnKremlin 
CyrusOADJ xd 598.00 !:(18_00 UnnKairnPhono xd 1750.00 1299.00 

2600.00 1560.00 

CyrusOAO JQ xd B98.00 J63.00 
UnnKairnPilono S/h 1750.00 1100.00 

CyrusAV Master xd 698.00 558.00 
linnWakoodaPOOno xd �-00 765.00 

�:;�: :�; er :: :=:: ::: Maranu CD63SE xdJnew 349.00 269.00 

CyrusPre-�eh:u__.s/h 648_00 437_00 
Mission731 1 129.90 99.00 

Cyrus FM7 xd 398_00 338_00 Mission731 LE new 149.00 119.00 

Epos ES25 xd 1655.00 1365.00 NaimNAANI xd 1680.00 1386.00 

ExposureknpsDuai'Jl&PS6 � 699.00 NaimSBL xd 1910.001509.00 

HeybrookSeKtel Sill 499.00 Ploneer?DR-C6�cordaDieCOxd 1299.00 899.00 

KEfReference2 xd 1599.00 1359.00 PioneerCTW8Q3 Cass xd 2'99.911 249.00 

KEFCoda9 xd 299.00 199.00 Quad77Amp xd 69!1.911 599.00 

linnMiv xd l(XXl.OO 700.00 Re1Stemor xd 1695.00 1355.00 
lirmKtyde xd 500.00 :m.oo Thorens TD166UK Id 399.00 m.oo 
lirmlingo Sill 7!iii.OO 565.00 YamahaKX580 new 249.90 219.00 

AudioQuestloudspeakerCables-V ariousSetsSpeciaiPrices 
Authorised Stockists of: ARCAM, AUDIOLAU, CASTLE, CHORD CO, 

CYRUS. EPOS, LINN, MARANTZ. MISSION. NAIM. QUAD. REL. ROTEL. 
SONY, SOUNDSTYLE, STANDS UNIQUE, TARGET. YAMAHA & MORE 

26 High Street, East Grinstead,West Sussex, RH19 3AS 
Open Mon-5at 9.30-6.00. 
Tel: 01342 314569/328065 

PRE-OWNED 

HEATHERDALE AUDIO LTD 
HEATHERDALE PRE-OWNED GUARANTEED 

EQUIPMENT. EXPORT FACILITIES AVAILABLE 
fORSf.LlltdEDIOON AlR REfERENCETURNTABUNIJAlR 
8f..Wt.(. T!NAR� ......................................... H995 
5MEV�EI-OernMINlf80Xl.O ............... i1}00 
CONRADI()HNSON Premier&lmono-!)lo(b ............ U995 
St.iEVMn!Boxtd ...................... .............. ....... £995 
KREU.UC 3rtm01e prt-�o-dtmo ........... ... .. .... W5(} 
KRELlH.\1001!8UM:ldPo.r.oe-� ..... ..... .. .. £115lJ 
KREUXS.\10CIB8UM:t<!Po.r.oe-� ... ............ £2495 
\1)Y[}Soo!Mdli.Jil�Milt.. .................. ....... m9S 
MARKI.fiiiNSONl8l-lmprt-.npllith!h'm .. ...... £1495 
HEtliSSimwiedtMtm .. . .. ........................ £995 
MAAKLfW-.WN t.ll l 200 WattOuaiMcmAmp ....... n195 
AAEUQSIIlferft'(riPbo.»piNilll ...................... !l995 
PIONEEJP0-77COI'IIftrMINl/Solld ....... ............. £695 
HUJJS Orm TOili!Mm Bo.ltcL .... .. .... .. ..... ............. D95 

ALOO NOTEK:lllnittdcat!OOgt fii PSU . ..... ..... ..... WSO 

==:�:r:��-�-������ ...
. .. ... �1�� 

n&.KAMICHlXL1COO iap!Oed-B&WStrvi:t<l ....... . £2195 
ALOO NOTE ANS 7 Step-up TrMI!Ioo'rlr ... ............ .. BCOO 
AACN.4Aiplli31ntegrattd�'phono ............... £16S 
M.I.RANTZCO SORtmoleCO ........................ £110 
MERIDIANlOJOAC GoodC ........................ £295 
R!JAAKSI<oor�Piuslcubpt�lers ... .......... . £17S 

�2=�-=:� - ��� -� - : .. ::·:::::::m 
���m��T�:.::::::::::::::::�.��� 
KU104loudspe�tm ............... ......................... HSO 
0Rill1(0160CDF'byt!Soxtd .............................. £39S 

���=����:-........... · .. -...... . -... �:= 

AR(AI.10fttaBWBoxiDAClloJ.td ... ..... .. ... . .£175 
AUDIO NOTE .At4EJY. Lruhptakm !imwitd .. ..... . .£3995 
..WOO NOl£ OAC 4 MlNT/Solld ..... ................. 1ms 

KlN SY5TEMSNwJS)f'lp-t&X.PAA2pw ... . .. .. ... with 
0NsmEMSNtwsSMt40S!ereol'owerhr9 .......... £59S 
rnruM�.JJPro�m:ordert.e�T ..................... mso 
Hfi'BoiD:l«QJ.Jneu&IUndsE.Dmi(£S40) ... ........ £m 

AUOIO RiSWCHLSlbHyOOdllltPrr(£3398} . ... £199S 
SOLST([ MD !f'Eiktn �th stm. . ..... ........ ..... . £49S 
Af'OGll Cmtaut.lmlrukpt.!ktn ............ ....... £495 
�SPAAENTIIll.rtle-cOI'W'l«tiS'u.pai ... ..... .. nm 
GfNE515�1��MINT ........ .............. .£1495 
QUA0)4�8oJ.ed . ..... ............... .... ...... llll 
Wl!SDtfy7stmo�.rrint ........ ................... 1l69S 
PRO.AC Tablett�SO(Ro!ewocd} . ............. ........... i lSO 
lUI\MANMQ3600Kf88Sieleop<Mief¥llpiflrr . ...... £1295 
ao::;ERSLSIT!Jit'aken81,)ckash . ... ..... ...... ....... ..... .05(} 
�DORSI'llrud!pealm .. ... .... .. ........... .. illO 

Sl.fJ{)fSIGN Spealer!lMldsnew/urwd ......... .. .... £9) 
UJ.tlEY 1XJVM��Amps(N£W) .......... am 

lWLn'�SP 11.ru.:lspealers(NEW) ............ U50 
TKltKSStQ30TIJ!lt.ltW. . .. . .. 1125 
KWJlktiutlkwdiBoud(£1995}5peciiiCirJ ... £1)00 
MlRWNZ00/20JCD&OACBoxtd ..................... £595 
APIXEE.Stigtspeal:m'loithstands . ..................... £1495 
AOOIO NOTE S«oSEintegratedAmpMiNT .. ........... !595 
R£Sru:F�i'llegrmdM!pMiNT . .. . ......... .!59S 
N.OO TECHNICA FJ/OCC MC Cmigt .. .............. £65 

VARIOUS EX-DEM & PRE-OWNED CABLE AVAILABLE 
EX-D£M EXPOSUIII EQUIPMENT AVAILABLE PLEASE llLEPHONE FOR LIST 

OON1 MISS OUT ON THAT BARGAIN! FOR AN·UP· TQ. THE-MINUTE LIST: 
http://members.aol.com/healherdal/healherd.htm 

ALL USED CARTRIDGES ARE CHECKED UNDER A 
MICROSCOPE BEFORE BEING OFFERED FOR SALE. 
VISA-SWITCH-MASnR CARD-DINERS CLUB WELCOME 

WE TAKE PART EXCHANGE ON NEW AND USED STOCK & BUY IN FOR CASH 
202 Flndon Road, Worthing, Sussex BN14 OEJ TEL: (01903) 872288 

after hours number (0860) 660001 FAX: (01903) 8722J4 

The 
Bee's 
Knees 

FURNITURE 

in Hi-Fi and CD 
Storage Units 

For brochure of our 
wide range,send to: 

IAN EDWARDS 
282 Skipton Road, Harrogate HB1 3HB 

or phone: 01423 500442 

LOUDSPEAKERS 

SPEAKER KITS FROM I.P.L. ACOUSTICS 
The IPL range now includes six superb biwired Transmission Lines using top quality 
drive units and components to achieve sound quality and bass extension equivalent 
to speakers costing in the range of £700-£2500. The Plus Kits include all that is 
required apart from the woodwork. 

Total kits are available with plain or preveneered MDF cabinet kits. Please phone for 
details. 

KIT 
M3TL 

S3TL 

S3TLM 

S3TLM RlB 

S4TL 

S5TL 

SPEAKER UNITS CAB SIZE mm PLUS KIT 
5" Morcl bass. I" Audax 1reb 810xl 86x210 £177.00 

Custom IPL 6.5", I" Seas treb 903x230x350 £187.00 

MetaiiPL 6.5". I" Seas trcb 903x230x350 £224.00 

MetaiiPL 6.5", A&R Ribbon 903x230x350 £382.25 

Kevlar 8" bass. Morcl I" trcb 960x320x400 £204.00 

Audax 10", More1 6" mid. I" 1reb 1080x320x400 £383.00 

Send cheque or PO to: /.P.L ACOUSTICS 

P&P 
£6.50 

£6.50 

£6.50 

£6.50 

£ 7 . 5 0  

£7.50 

2 Laverton Road, Westbury, Wiltshire BA13 3RS. Tel: 01373 823333 
ALTERNATIVELY send 38p SAE for 36-page SPEAKER BUILDING CATALOGUE comprising: 
VALUABLE ADVICE on DESIGNING & BUILDING speakers, and full technical specs, including 

response curves of eight speaker kits, drive units, cables and quality accessories. 

LUXURY LOUDSPEAKERS REV OX 

ETHOS 
acoustics 

Loudspeakers 
to suit your 

Luxury Lifestyle 

Call Graham on 
01895 441177 
for a brochure 
and your local 

specialist. 

NOW YOU CAN BUY YOUR CDs 

AT DEALER'S COST PRICE 
As a member of the WSL Records at 
Cost Service you can buy any brand 
new CD at trade price + postage and 
a small handling charge from only 
SOp. Write, phone, fax or e-mail us 
now and we'll send you full details of 
the Records at Cost Service and how 
to join. 

WSL P.O. BOX 32 ST. LEONARDS EAST SUSSEX TN38 OUZ 

TEL: (01424) 718254 (24 HOURS) FAX: (01424) 718262 

E-MAIL: WILSONSTEREOUBRARY@COMPUSERVE.COM 

PLUS! WE INVITE YOU TO CASH IN ON A 

MASSIVE CD WAREHOUSE 

Clearance Sale! 

REV OX SERVICE 
Fully Guaranteed Service and Repair 
Insured Carriage arranged 
Free Estimation 
Also: Tape Supplies 

Second User Reconditioned 
Machines 
Spare parts orders welcome 
Free Advice 

RamTek 
Tel: (0181) 207 6159 

Fax: (0181) 387 4004 
Kinetic Centre, T heobald Street, 
Borehamwood, Herts. WD6 4SE 

®IJQDC08� - REVOX 
SALES- SERVICE- SPARES 

Service & Repair of A77, 877, 
A700, PR99 & 36 series 

HiFi Spares to order 
Serviced Machines in Stock 

E.M.A.S. 
TEL: 01246 275479 
FAX: 01246 550421 

MAIL ORDER 

DECCA 
Original and best record brushes 

Special Collector's Pack £15 
London Cartridges - 4 models 

£299-£999 
World Distributor - Presence Audio 

Tel: 01444 461611 • Fax: 01444 461510 

HI FI CHOICE THE FINEST 
HI FI MAGAZINE IN THE WORLD 
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LUXURY SPEAKERS 

THEBANDOR 
"TRIDENT" 

[13)0 11\\ 1.:\ n 1[5\@ ID:) DESIGN & DEVELOPMENT STUDIO L':::)�U � � LJL\ 11 PENFOLD COTTAGES 
MINIATURE LOUDSPEAKERS ����'tG':fN 

The Bandor "Trident" 
Loudspeaker, is a triple 
cabinet, ultra compact, 
full range system, that 

is styled to be both 
discrete yet attractive, 

in almost any 
environment. 

Breathtaking clarity and 
openness from the 

tinyest real hi-fi system 
around, - truly 

exceptional. 

DESIGN (J Powe/1- 1995) 

Retail price £707.35p 
vat included 

SALE 

ELECTRO·TRADER HI·FI 

- SALE NOW 0 -
YAMAHA * Rotel * NAD * Onkyo 
* TEAC * Tannoy * KEF * TDL 
* Musical Technology * Sugden etc 

Contaet JOHN HODICINSON for 
'"Pert adviee. All equipment 

available for home demonstration 

19 Colwyn Crescent, Rhos-on-Sea, Colwyn 
Bay, N. Wales Telephone 01492 548932 

SALE 

I"H��* ::::: v;""' s""''"''' 
Open 9.00am-6.00pm Mon-Sat 

1 0% WORTH OF ACCESSORIES FREE 
WITH EVERY PURCHASE OVER £200 
We have 2 separate Demonstration Rooms 

To Add to Our Excellent Range of Systems 
We Now Stock All Accessories 

'Video Tapes 'Remote Control 'Portable Radios 
'Personal Stereos 'Headphones 'Audio Tapes 

'Scart/Scart Plugs and much more 

8 High Street, Northwood 

Tel. 01923 820877 

MAIL ORDER 

CARTRIDGES: Trade in your old moving coil 
and save up to 45% off a new one!! 

I CAN ALSO SUPPLY: TURNTABLES, TONEARMS, CASSETIE DECKS, 
CO PLAYERS, OAT, MINIDISC, GDR, LOUDSPEAKERS, HI Fl 

FURNITURE, AMPLIFIERS, TUNERS, ACCESSORIES, BLANK TAPES & 
DISCS, TEST CD'S, TEST RECORDS, TEST CASSETIES, CABLES, 

AERIALS, TRACKING FORCE GAUGES, ALIGNMENT PROTRACTORS. 

All goods are brand new & boxed with full U.K. guarantees. No ex-dem 
or ex-display equipment. No grey impohs. Delivery is free. Sorry, no 

general catalogue. Please phone or write for specific details. 

IAN HARRISON HI Fl (MAIL ORDER ONLY) 
From: 7 MILL HILL, REPTON, DERBY, 

DE65 6GQ. TEL: 01283 702875 9am-9pm 
including Sundays 

BUCKS, HP15 6XR 
T el/ Fax: {014941714058 

"PICTURES" by BANDOR 
Pictures are slim, attractive, wall-mounted 
loudspeakers, only 2 inches thick, offering 
superb sound quality. 

Pictures contain an advanced driver, with spun 
aluminium cone, in a cabinet with a ceramic 
front, allowing their use in steamy environments 
such as kitchens and bathrooms, whilst being 
equally suitable in surround systems. 
DESIGN (J. Powell - 1994) 

Very high quality --- very small. Banish 
mediocre extension speakers forever! 

Retail one pair £329 vat included. 

For more information on these and other Bandor 
systems please send a SOp sLamp for brochure. 

KLIPSCH 
Horn loudspeakers 

-a legend in sound for over 50 years, 

KLIPSCH hi-efficiency speakers are used 

in many studios, top hi-fi and stage systems. 

FOR DETAILS CALL 
(0121) 430 7817 

CUSTOM 

86 C1ty Busmess Park Plymouth - PL3 4BB 
Tei/Fax- 01752 609144- Mob1\e- 0966 301503 

CABLES 

HIGH INTEGRITY PRODUCT LTD 
Manufacturers of High Integrity Interconnect Cables 

- - Make your system sound even better - -

Type K3 ..... 0FC, shielded, S.Omm dia, gold plated connecwr. 
Type K4 ..... 0FC, Fully shielded, 8.0mm dia, hard gold plated conn!Xtor. 

Type KL .. Pure silver core, silver plated shield, hard gold plated high quality conn!Xtot 

Prices from £39.99 to £116.99 per metre pair, fast delivery. 
call us on 0 l799 5 4 2 386 for more information 

HI Fl ACCESSORIES 

WilmslowT Audio 
WIDE RANGE OF HIFI EQUIPMENT 
Drive units and Kit loudspeakers 

ATC. Coles. Dynoudio. KEF. Morel. Peerless. R.C.L., 
Scanspeak, Seos, Spectre Dynamics, Volt. 

Over 30 kits. 4 demonstration rooms. 

No appts necessary. Closed Mondays 
Send tor free catalogue. Major Credit Cards accepted 

50 Main St. Broughton, Astley 
Leicester LE9 6RD. Dept HFC 

Tel (01455) 286603 • Fax (01455) 286605 



Reader classified 

Advertise in i·Fi Choice f 

• Acoustic Energy AE109 
loudspeakers, black ash, 3 
months old, unmarked condi­
tion, boxed £270 ono. Hants 
(01489) 579905. 
e Airtight ATM-1 36W EL34 
amp £1,500. London (0181) 
672 4319. 
e Arcam 290 £250, Arcam 
290P £200, Digit and Positron 
£70. All VGC London (0171) 
514 2122. 
• Arcam 5 CD player £200 
ono. Marantz 5045 11 cassette 
£110 ono. Hardly used sec­
ondary system. Mint condition. 
(01934) 624404. 
• Arcam 8850 DAC (Sync Loc) 
£250. Cambridge DAC Magic 11 
(2 yr guarantee) £100. 
Cambridge A75 power amp 
£75. Rote! RB970BXII power 
amp (stereo or bridged phono) 
£135. Lancaster (01524) 
383499. 
• Arcam Delta 250 transport 
- black box 50 DAC £800. 
Classic Syrinx tonearm, boxed 
£300. Audio Technica OC30 
cartridge £200. Graham (0141) 
882 7756 3pm-9pm. 
• Audio Innovations P2, 
immaculate £595. L2 preamp, 
new valves £450. Voyd/SME V, 
£2;150, may split. Transparent 
Musiclink Plus lOft i/c £195. 
(0171) 624 4245. 
• Audiolab 8000A, boxed, 3 
yrs old. £300. Cleveland 
(01642) 598473. 
• Audionote DAC3 (rrp 
£2,500) and Trichord digital 
transport £1,250 the pair. 
(Prefer not to split) London 
(0171) 412 7410. 
• Audionote Ml preamp £450. 
Audio Innovations Series 200 
preamp £200. Snell Ks £220. 
Sheffield (0114) 243 1542. 
• Audioquest Ruby, lm, 2 
PRS, £35 each. Video Z, 0.5m, 
£25. Hi-Fi Choice back issues, 
early 1992 onwards. Offers. 
Colin, Reading (0118) 961 
0485. 
• Beam-Echo Avantic DL7 -35 
new valve monoblocks, 6 
months old, house move forces 
reluctant sale, wondertul 
sound and styling. Price new 
£3,500. Offered half-price at 
£1,800 ono. (01425) 673135. 
e Castle Severn floorstanding 
speakers, cherrywood veneer. 
Unmarked and boxed. Six 
mnths old. Upgrade forces sale 
£300. Cost £540. Mansfield 
(01623) 658383. 
• Conrad Johnson PVlOA & 

m-PI CHOICE 

T
o advertise on this page, write your advert in block 

capitals and send it to: Hi·Fi Choice, Reader Classifieds, 

19 Bolsover St, London W1 P 7HJ. Include a cheque for 

£5* made payable to Dennis Publishing Ltd. The advert will 

appear in one issue only and must be no more than 20 words 

(or five lines) long, including all spaces and your phone num­

ber. Reader Classifieds are for the use of private individuals 

only. All Reader Classified adverts will be printed on a first­

come, first-served basis, subject to available space, and Dennis 

Publishing Ltd accepts no liability for the accuracy of the 

information contained therein, nor any consequence arising 

from it, nor for any typographical errors. We reserve the right 

to amend or refuse adverts at the Editor's discretion and cannot 

guarantee that an advert will appear in any specific issue. 

*This service is FREE for Hi·Fi Choice subscribers, provided a 

subscriber number is enclosed with the advert details. 

MV55 £1,950 ono. Shun Mook 
SPK £235 and SM platform 
£100. (01454) 310862 after 
6pm. 
• Cyrus llli and dAD3, 5 
months old, 5 yr warranty, 
mint £1,100. Sony Pro-Logic 
kit: remote amp, 5 speakers, 
active sub £300. Tom, London 
(0171) 359 8020 eves/468 
4335 day. 
e EAR 859 integrated amplifi­
er, factory made £1,100. 
Monarchy 22B DAC 4 mnths 
old £900. Linn Karik transport 
inc remote only £450. XLO dig­
ital interconnect type 4 BNC to 
phono £50. Stockport (0161) 
291 9331. 
e Epos ES22s, dark cherry, 
few months old £850. TEAC 
lOSE CD player £600. 5 tier 
rack, glass shelves £160. 
(0385) 765727. 
e Harbeth HL-P3ES, immacu­
late, boxed £525. Sony CDP­
X77ES, immaculate, £400. 2 x 
Nairn 140s, Avondale modified 
£800. Mike (01633) 430036. 
e Heybrook Quartet loud­
speakers with stands, 6 mnths 
old £350. Taunton (0468) 
233837. 
• Hi-Fi Choice magazines, 
from 1st A4-size issue to 1996 
inclusive. Includes nine Hi-Fi 
Choice binders. Offers (01252) 
890347. 
e Hi-li magazines, 147 
includes 70 Hi-Fi Choice. 36 
CD Review in binders plus CD.s 
in cases. Offers. London (0181) 
590 8530. 
• Jordan System 1.1, latest 
metal cone drivers, profes­
sionally built, black ash cabi-

nets, high grade crossovers. 
£350. Cumbria (015394) 
46078. 
• KEF Q10 speakers, mint, 
boxed, 1 yr old, plus 2x 5m 
Cable Talk 3. £105. Bucks 
(01296) 339979 eves. 
• Kenwood AM-FM stereo 
receiver/amp KR-A04050, 
Kenwood CD player DP 2050, 
remote, TDL near field moni­
tors, manuals, demo, new 
£700, will accept £350. 
(01582) 478992. 
e Krell KSA 100 Mk 11 £1,300. 
Apogee Caliper Sig's £1,400. 
ATC SCM 20S C/W stands £900 
inc carriage. Jules (01792) 
280061. 
e Krell KSA50 power amp, 
class A double mono. Pertect, 
£ 1,000 ovno. Mission 73ps 
subwoofers (pair) £100. Bath 
(01225) 865588 eves. 
• Kudos Corinthian hi-li 
stand, immaculate condition 
£350. Fur further details 
phone (01709) 327002. 
e Linn Sondek LP12 (black). 
lttok LVII, Kl8, Valhalla, boxed, 
ex cond £350 ono. Chin, 
London (0181) 521 1118. 
• Marantz CD52 11, Mission 
762s, Atacama SE24s, Chord 
Cobra (0.5m), Cable Talk Talk 
3 (5m). All vgc, boxes, manu­
als. £400 the lot, may split. 
(0117) 965 6629. 
e Mission 733s, black, mint 
£165. Mission 73lis, new £85. 
Systemdek 2x900, RB250, 
G9001GC, black £180. HK610 
amp, £85. (01706) 345418. 
• Mission 754 Freedom 
speakers, 6 mnths old, boxed, 
cost £1,300, £725 for quick 

sale, poss p/ex for 752 
Freedoms. Audiolab C/P 
Pre/Power amps £600. 
Marantz CD72 £190. Nortolk 
(01493) 651287. 
• Mission Cyrus Ill amp £320. 
Arcam Alpha 7 CD £225. 
Mission 752S speakers £395. 
All guaranteed. (01582) 
724414. 
• Mordaunt-Short MS55Ti 
loudspeakers, walnut, immac­
ulate condition, £199 ono. 
Herts (01462) 485738/(0468) 
646591. 
e Musical Fidelity A1 integrat­
ed amplifier £110. Arcam Two 
speakers plus Atacama stands 
£120. Antique pine storage 
unit, capacity 900 COs, £350. 
(01264) 810361. 
e Musical Fidelity F22 pre­
amp, hardly used, as new, 4 yr 
guarantee. I own one I use. 
£650, bargain. E Sussex 
(01424) 431536. 
e Musical Fidelity pre 3a, 2 x 
P150 power amps and dedi­
cated PSU in VGC, £600 ono. 
Nakamichi cassette deck 2 ex 
cond £200. 3 pairs Audioquest 
Ruby cables £35ea. 2 pairs 
Audioquest Indigo £80pair. 1 
Deltec cable £40. 2 Target 
tables £90 or £50ea. Oxford 
(01865) 511133. 
• Nairn 42 Snaps 110. Linn 
Saras. Leak Troughline, recent 
service. Nytech receiver, full 
working order. Move forces 
sale. Andrew (01438) 714656, 
eves. 
• Nairn Naxo 2-4 old-style 
£200. Nairn Hi-Cap, old style 
£250. Good condition. Suffolk 
(01473) 785659. 

r £5* 

• Nairn SBL speakers, walnut 
finish, mint condition, boxed 
£1,250 ono. Linn Sara 9 
speakers & stands, walnut fin­
ish, £450 ono. Hants (01256) 
355808/(0378) 168031. 
e Nakamichi cassette deck 
C02, manual, mint, demo, little 
used £185. (01582) 478992. 
• Quad 405 amp, 33 control 
unit £300. FM stereo tuner 
£100. Arcam Alpha 5 CD player 
£225. Pair Rega ELA speakers 
£250. Berks (01344) 59587. 
e Rote! 60W amp, £150. NAD 
CD (5320) £50. NAD cassette 
(6325) £30. NAD tuner (4225) 
new, £100. Wilts (01380) 
830226. 
• Ruark Accolade speakers 
£1,500. MOD Squad line drive 
£250. Kent (01322) 220202. 
e Ruark Talisman Mk 11, dark 
walnut, one careful owner 
£400. (0161) 437 5819 after 
6pm. 
• SU-A900 mk 11 amp, boxed, 
guaranteed 9/98 £250 ono. 
Brighton (01273) 305176. 
• Systemdek 2x900, black, 
RB250, G900TGC £195. Mission 
7 33 black, mint £150. Harm an 
Kardon HK610 amp, £85. 
(01706) 345418. 
• Tandberg TCD320 cassette, 
just serviced £125. Neal 302 
studio cassette deck, boxed, 
regularly serviced £500. JBL 
L20T bookshelf monitors, wal­
nut finish. VGC (£420) £200. 
Rote I RA820BX2 amplifier, £55. 
N Kent (01474) 704382. 
e Tannoy Cheviot, monitor 
floorstanders, £275. Radford 
STA25, SC22, ex cond £575. 
Dynaco ST 120 £275. Other 
classic hi-li available, please 
call (01484) 530107. 
e TDL RTL3 rosewood loud­
speakers £320. Thorens TD160 
turntable £55. Midlands 
(01543) 683494. 
• Technics SUA900mk2. 4 
mnths, pertect, boxed £220. 
Marantz ST55 tuner, pertect, 
boxed £55. Sony SSA1L Mini 
monitors. Pertect, boxed £200 
(£450). Tel (01948) 667521. 

WANTED 
e Audio Innovations P2 
phonostage. Sheffield (0114) 
243 1542. 
e Audio Innovations P2, Micro 
Seiki AP-Ml turntable, Stax or 
Koss ESP-950 headphones. 
London (0181) 672 4319. 
• Ruark Crusaders Mk 11 
loudspeakers. (01904) 708382. 
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DYNAVECTOR 

Well Tempered 
Stockists and Information from: 

Pear Audio Ltd. 7 Prospect Place, Alnmouth, Northumberland, NE66 2RL 
Telephone: 01665 830862 Fax: 01665 830051 

The PRISMA 

Phono Amplifier 

The VISTA 

Line Amplifier 

The LECT ERN 

Power Amplifier 

The ECAA.2 

True Ribbon Speakers 

-

.. 

ECA DISTRIBUTION 
BOX 3023 London NW2 7RW 
TeUFax: 0181 998 1086 

··speakers disappear completely·· 

CHOICE SESSIONS 
July/ August Issue 1996 

BEST BUY AWARD 

Issue 145 - 1995 

Hi-Fi CHOICE 

BEST BUY AWARD 

Issue 145 - 1995 

Hi-Fi CHOICE 

THE LECTERN H.D. 

AUDIO CHOICE 1996 

GRAMOPHONE 

MAKING FRIENDS WITH 
THE AWARD WINNERS 

at [J)caxw! [ffi[f@lcdl)f [}{]0 = rFO 
NEW TO HI-FI? OR ARE YOU UPGRADING? 

Either way you could do with a Friend in the Trade 
We've been making friends with our customers for 34 years now. We're a family firm, much more concerned 

about a fruitful long term relationship with our customers than with hard selling. 

Because you are the reviewer! What suits your ears, what fits your budget is yours to decide. After all, the 

menu card is no substitute for the meal, performance figures are no substitute for driving the car, and even 
an award is no substitute for hearing the equipment you want to test via your own ears. 

So close your eyes, open your ears and make a hi-fi choice at Doug Brady Hi-Fi. We have systems from 

£500 to £50,000, a two-year guarantee, and after 30 years we are still a friendly family business. 

0°/o FINANCE 
AVAILABLE 

Details on request 

Kingsway Studios 
Kingsway North, 

Warrington, Cheshire 
(01925) 828009 
Open six days. 

Fax:(01925)825773 

I don't think you could make a better friend in the trade. 

And our advertisements are our happy customers. 

IIRITISH AUDIO 
DEALERS ASSOCIATION 

=!#•�I 
THE ULTIMATE IN 

SOUND ADVICE 

PHONE OR WRITE 
FOR 

DETAILED MAP 

PRIVATE PARKING 

DB Hi-Fi 



TBE DIRECTORY 
Our Three Step Guide to Buying Hi·Fi 

The legendary Hi-Fi Choice Directory is now simpler to 

use than ever before, but contains all the information 

you need to select and buy the perfect hi·fi system. n Discover which products fall within your budget by 

using our Price Guide (starts on the next page). This 

listing is updated bi-monthly and includes all hi-fi 

products currently available in the UK. lt is organised by 

product type, then by price band, and is sorted alphabetically. 

Products whose names are printed in red are those that we 

have reviewed. Which leads us to ... 

Read about the hi-fi equipment that we have reviewed 

in the Directory (starts after the Price Guide). Here you 

will learn which items have been singled out for our 

famous Best Buy and Recommended awards that denote 

products of exceptional quality and value. The Directory is 

sorted by product type and listed alphabetically, and the 

beginning of each section provides essential information about 

each kind of hi-fi component. 

Find your nearest hi-fi store in our Dealer Directory 

(starts on page 139) to book a demonstration of the 

products you are interested in. . 

Best Buys and Recommendations 

If you see a Best Buy (red) or Recommended (blue) flag at the 

beginning of an entry in our Directory of reviewed products, the item 

concerned is particularly deserving of your attention. 
� Red signifies the Best Buy swing-tag, which indicates products of 
Q the best quality and superb value for money in their price category. 

� Blue Recommended products offer excellent quality and value, 

C4 but not the same cost-effectiveness as a Best Buy. 

Please note that an expensive Recommended product will nearly 

always perform better than an inexpensive Best Buy. 

Using, Best Buys and Recommendations to buy hl-fi. 

Do not commit the cardinal sin of dashing into your local dealer, 
magazine in hand, demanding to purchase Best Buy CD player A, 
Best Buy amplifier B and Best Buy speakers C. This 
is unlikely to result in your long-term satisfaction. Our 
belief at Hi-Fi Choice is that you must consider the 
hi-fi system as a complete entity, not as a collection 
of components. While a superb system might well 

contain Best Buy and Recommended components, 

one cannot lump together Best Buys and Recommendations 

in the hope that they will automatically perform superbly. These 

ratings make a useful guideline for short-listing 

components worth trying, but only by hearing them for 

yourself can you draw meaningful conclusions about 

what suits your taste. Furthermore, don't panic if the 
dealer offers you equipment that we have not tested. 
At the end of the day, what matters most is that 

your hi-fi system fits your tastes like a glove, and it is 
the dealer's challenge to ensure your satisfaction by any 
means - and components - necessary! 



PRICE GUIDE 

Musical Fidelity Ell 0 60W 
Musical Fidelity A2 0 25W 
NAD 314 @ 35W 
NAD 311 @ SOW 
Dnkyo A9210 0 40W 
Dnkyo A921 0 50W 
Dnkyo A922 0 IOW 
Orelle SA-100 0 50W 
Pioneer A-4DOX 0 50W 
Pioneer A-605R 0 SOW 
Pioneer A-3DOR Precision 0 3SW 
Pro-Ject Model/ 0 40W 
Rega Elex 0 50W 
Sheame 2.5 0 35W 
Sony TA-FA3ES @ IOW 
Sony TA-F3000ES @ 60W 
Talk Electronics Storm 1 @ sow 
TEAC A-HSOO @ sow 
Technics SU-ABOOD @ SSW 
Technics SU-A900 Mk2 @ 90W 
Technics SU-A900D @ IOW 
Yamaha AX-592 

Alchemist Kraken Integrated 55W 519 
Alchemist Nemesis sow 100 
Audio Analogue Puccini SE sow S95 

40W 140 Audio Nolo Kanji line SE 9W 699 

0 20W 100 Audio Note First integrated 40W 699 

0 25W 130 Audiogram M82 0 60W S99 

350 

Ph 499 
0 Ph 438 
@ Ph 499 

CR Dev Themis Ph 349 
Creek P43 0 399 
Creek P52 0 499 
Crimson CS61DC 0 Ph 450 
EAR 834P Ph 349 
EAR 834l 0 449 
Eloctrocompaniel ECP-1 Ph 495 
Fase Evoluzione Phonodrive 1.0 Ph 445 
Henley HMCSO 200 
Henley HMC!OO 450 
LFD Mistral linestage 0 449 
LFD LSO Linestage 0 499 
lumley PPJO @ 345 
Lumley PP! @ 345 
Magnum MP120 @ 330 
Magnum MP660 @ 500 
Magnum MP330 @ 500 
Moth 30 Passive 0 149 
Moth 30 RIAA Ph 249 
Moth 30 Active 0 349 
Musical Fidelity XI O-D 0 120 
Musical Fidelity X-LP Ph 130 
Musical Fidelity X-PRE 0 200 
Musical Fidelity E20 0 Ph 400 
Musical Fidelity F2 0 Ph 500 
NAD 114 @ Ph 270 
HAD 116 @ Ph 430 

350 

0 470 

Ph 398 

Ph 395 

€) Ph 450 

0 175 
@ 500 
@ Ph 350 

375 

Ph 315 
€) Ph 499 

Phono 500 

0 45W 170 Audiolab BOOOS @ 60W 100 

0 40W 250 CR Dev Kalypso 0 15W 599 Cepland CSA28 ,299 

0 35W 80 CR Dev CR325 0 115W 699 Cepland CTA401 ,699 

0 40W 120 Creek 5250SE 0 60W 540 CR Dev Romulus V3 l,J98 

0 60W 200 Creek 5250R 0 sow 515 CR Dev Rem us V3 ,989 

0 30W 160 Creek 5250SER 0 60W 66S Credo LIM 102 ,191 

0 sow 200 Oensen Beat 8-100 0 60W 600 Credo LIM 703 ,249 

0 45W 230 DPA Renaissance int. 0 40W S9S EAR 834 @ 40W ,999 

0 BOW 240 Exposure XX Super @ SSW 100 Graaf Venticinque 0 20W -!,995 

140 Fase Evoluzione Performance 2.0 @ 40W 510 Heybrook Signature 11 @ 120W ,600 

Grundig VU 0 SSW 160 Gamma Gemini €) 12W 699 LFD Integrated 1 0 6SW 1,099 

H/K HK610 @ 30W 1BO H/K HK660 @ 6SW 100 Marantz PM-16 @ 90W 1,700 

H/K HK620 @ 40W 2SO Jolida 202 0 40W 69S Meracus lntrare 0 60W ,09S 

JYC AX-V4BK 30W 200 LFD Integrated 0 0 SOW S49 Minstrel Partridge 0 26W 1,499 

VC AX-R5BK 0 4SW 200 Linn Majik (line) 0 33W 6SO Monrio MC-205 0 sow ,545 

lenwood M-1080 0 60W 140 Lynwood Opal BOW 68S Musical Fidelity AI ODD 0 SOW 1,500 

lenwood M-3080R 0 IOW 110 Magnum IA200 0 !OOW 599 Primare 301 @ BOW 1,800 

Kenwood KA-3020SE 0 SOW 200 Magnum Class A @ BSW 690 Rogers E-20a 0 17W ,090 

Marantz PM-47 0 40W 1SO Mission Cyrus llli @ SOW 59B Rogers E-40a 0 42W 

Marantz PM-57 0 SOW 200 Musical Fidelity A220 0 50W 700 Sonic Frontiers Anthem Integrated @ 25W 

Marantz PM-66SE 0 sow 230 Myryad Ml l20 @ 60W S30 Unison Simply Four P €) 24W 

Marantz SR-47 0 40W 2SO Naim Nail 3 0 30W Sl5 Unison Simply Four T 0 liW 

HAD 310 @ 100 Orelle SA-IOORX 0 ISW 649 Woodside ISA230 Line 0 30W 

HAD 312 0 2SW 200 Prime Design A-100 @ !OOW 6SO 
Pioneer A-105 0 30W 130 Quad 17 Integrated €) 8SW 700 

ioneer A-204R 0 35W 160 Roksan Caspian @ IOW 69S Adyton Opera 

Pioneer A-300R 0 4SW 200 Rose Scion 0 6SW 61S Audio Note Meishu line 

Pioneer A-405R 0 60W 2SO Sheame Phase 2 0 sow 649 Audio Note Ongaku €) 

RepBrio 301'1 229 Stemfoort SF60 60W S49 Audio Research CA50 0 

Rolel RA9JOBX @ 60W 250 Talk Electronics Storm 2 0 65W 6SO Cary CAD-300SEI 0 

Sherwood AX-7030R 0 95W 250 TEAC A-BXJR 100 EAR 859 @ 

Sony TA-FE210 0 4SW 130 
Electrocompaniet ECI-1 0 

Sony TA-FE310 @ 4SW 1SO Alchemist Forseti Integrated @ IOOW 949 Gamma Rhythm €) 

Sony TA-F246E @ 40W 200 Audio Note Oto Line PP 12W 9SO Jadis DA30 

Sony TA-F448E @ SSW 2SO AVI S2000MI 0 IOOW 999 Jadis DA60 0 

TEAC A-R300 @ 45W 200 Copland CSA8 0 60W 94S Krell KAV300i 0 

TEAC A-RSOO @ 90W 2SO Credo IMP702 lOW 93B Meracus Onesla 0 

Technics SU-V300 @ 25W 110 Credo IMP703 IOW 1,000 Pioneer A-09 0 

Technics SU-A600 Mk3 @ 60W 200 Electrecompaniet ECI-2 0 sow 99S Tube Tech Unisis Si g. lnt. 

Technics SU-VSOO @ 30W 200 Exposure XV Super SSW 800 Tube Tech Synergy PPS 

Technics SU-V620 @ IOW 230 Fase Evoluzione Pertormance 1.1 0 IOW 190 Unison Performance One 

Technics SU-AIOO Mk3 0 45W 2SO Fase Evoluzione Perlormance 1.0 @ 60W 790 Unison Absolute 845 

Yamaha AX-390 0 60W 170 Golden Tube Audio SI-50 €) sow 99S 
Yamaha AX-492 0 220 11/1( HK680 0 B5W 1,000 

1.995 

0 519 
@ 919 
0 100 

141 
150 
952 

Art Audio Conductor 0 1,250 
An Audio Conductor Expon 2,000 
Audio Note M! line 550 
Audio Note Ml RIAA Ph 550 
Audio Note M2line 999 
Audio Note Discovery 999 
Audio Note M2RIAA Ph 11,099 
Audio Research LSI 0 1,750 
Audio Research LS3 0 1.991 
Audio Synthesis Pro Passion 0 595 
Audio Synthesis Passion €) 695 
Audio Synthesis Passion 6 @ 1,195 
Audio Synthesis Passion SS 0 1,295 
Audio Synthesis Passion BM 0 1,695 
Audiolab aoooc 0 Ph 550 
Audiolab 8000PPA Ph 900 
Audiolab BOOOQ @ I.IOO 
Aura CA-200 Ph lOO 
AVI S2000MP @ 949 

0 Ph 1,116 
0 642 

LFD 0 LE Integrated 0 60W 799 
Alchemist Axiom 0 30W 2B9 linn Majik ( Phono) 0 33W BOO 
Alchemist Maxim 0 30W 319 Magnum Class A SE @ BSW B1S 
AMC CVT 3030A @ 30W 400 Marantz PM-17 @ 60W 900 
Arcam Alpha 8 0 sow 3SO Meridian 551 55W 19S 

Arcam Alpha 9 0 IOW 500 Micromega Tempo 1 @ sow ISO 
Audio Analogue Puccini 0 40W 4SO Micromega Tempo 2 @ ISW 950 

Audiolnnov Alto @ 3SW 300 Minstrel Ultra Linear 0 26W 900 
Audiogram MBl 0 3SW 493 Monrio MC-200S 0 60W B9S 
Audiolab BOOOA 0 60W 500 Maim Nait 3 R 0 30W 160 
Aura VA-100 11 €) IOW 3SO Pioneor A-07 0 BOW ,000 
CR Dev CR324 0 IOOW 499 Rega Elicit IOW 130 

Creel<4330 0 3SW 219 Shearne Phase 2 Reference 0 SOW 199 
Creek 4330R 0 3SW 335 Stemfoon SflOO IOOW B49 
Creek 5250 0 sow 4SO TEAC AB-X10 0 ,000 
Denon PMA-725R 0 65W 3SO Thole tAIOO 949 

EMF Audio Sequel 0 SOW 4SO Two 99S 
H/K HK640 @ S5W 400 
IVC AX-VBBK 0 70W 3SO Art Audio Integra 
Kenwood M-5090R 0 ISW 300 Audiolnnov Classic 25 
Kenwood KA-7090R @ 8SW 400 Audiolnnov S500 
Magnum IA120 @ 60W 265 Audio Note Soro line PP 
Magnum IAJJO @ 90W 330 Audio Note Oto line SE 0 
Magnum IAJJOSE @ 90W 430 Audio Note Oto Phono SE €) 

Marantz PM-68 @ 90W 300 Audio Note Soro line SE 
Marantz PM-66 Kl Sig. 0 SOW 400 Beam-Echo SA-50 €) Audio Alchemy Vac-in-the-box 

Mi9romega Minium @ 40W JSO Bryston 8 -60 0 Audio Analogue Bellini 

Mission Cyrus Sl 0 sow 39B Bryston B-60R 0 Audiolnnov PI 

Monrio Asty 0 40W 495 Copland CSA14 0 Audiolnnov Ll 0 
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PRICE GUIDE 

Bryston 8P5 0 Ph 889 Trilogy 906 Ph 99S 
ryston 8P20 1,126 Trilogy 902 @ 
ryston 8P-25 1,326 Tron Retro 0 

�on 48-ST PRO 0 1,7S6 Tron Nucleus Phono 
Cary SLP-74 0 1,49S Tron Nucleus 0 
Cary PH-301 Ph 1,79S Tube loch Seer Line 0 
Chard CPA 1800 @ 1,730 Tube loch Mac Phone 
Chard CPA 4000 phone Ph 1,790 Tube loch Prophet 0 
Concordant Exhilerant 900 Unison Mystery One 0 
Concordant Exquisite 1,9SO Unison Phono One 

....- ... 
Arcam Alpha BP sow 2SO 

Arcam Alpha 9P IOW 400 

Arcam Delta 290P ISW 400 
Carver'TFM-6C8 6SW 399 
Creek A43 SOW 399 

Creek A52 IOW 499 

Crimson CS620C sow 4SO 

Earnw Earmax Headphone O.lW 37S 

LFD Mistral Power 60W 449 
LfD PAO Powerstage sow 499 

MIJIIIum ASOSE 200W 1,S9S 
Meracus Ciere 60W 1,09S 

Meridian 5S5 60W ISO 
Meridian 5S7 200W 1,400 
Michell Alecto Stereo SOW l,lSO 
Michell Alocto Mono IOOW 1,9B9 
Mlchi RH8-05 IOOW 1,100 
Michi RH8-10 200W 2,000 
Micromega Amp IOOW 1,2SO 
Monrio Canto 13SW 1,49S 

Conrad-Johnson PV-IOAL 0 99S Wilson Bonosch Stage One 
onrad-Johnson PV-IOA 0 Ph .295 Woodsido SC27 Line 0 

Conrad-Johnson PV-12AL 0 1,990 Woodside SC26 Line 
Conrad-Johnson EF-I Ph 1,990 XTC PRE-1 
Conrad-Johnson PF-2 0 Ph 1,990 
Copland CSA303 0 Ph 1,199 

opland CTA301 Mkll 0 Ph .399 
CR Dtv Carmenta 0 6S9 @ 
CR Dtv Argento Ph 699 
Credo CMP004 1,246 

Mapum MF120 BSW 36S 
Manlntz MA-500 12SW 2SO 
Man�ntz MA-700 200W 400 
Mission Cyrus XPA sow 29B 
Mission Cyrus Power sow 498 
Moth 30 Series Power 30W 249 
Moth 30 Mono/40 40W 4S9 
Musical Fidelity X-CANS O.!W 130 
Musical Fidelity E30 IOOW 500 
Musical Fidelity X-A50 sow soo 

Monrio HP! 13SW 1,99S 
Moth SO Stereo 60W S99 
Moth 30 Mono/lOO IOOW B79 
Muse Model 100 IOOW 1,490 
Musical Fidelity FXZ IOOW BOO 
HAD 21BTHX 200W BSO 
HAD 20BTHX 250W 1,100 
Halm HAP140 4SW ISO 
Halm HAP180 SOW 1,060 
Halm HAP135 )SW l,SSS 

Credo CMP005 l,B76 Audio Note M3Line Myryad MA 120 60W 4SO Halm NAP2SO IOW 1,6SS 
ensen OM-20 @ .200 Audio Research LS!5 0 

DNM 3 Start 0 1,000 Audio Research LS2Z 0 
DNM 3A Start 0 l,6SO Audio Research LS5 M kill '0 
DPA Enlightenment pre 69S Audio Research REF I 0 

NAD 912 30W 200 

NAD 214 BO W 370. 
NAD 216THX 12SW 470 

Maim NAP90/3 30W 450 

Papworth TVASO SOW 1,42S 
Prime Dosi&n P-lSO !SOW sso 
Quad 71 Power BSW soo 
Quad 707 140W BOO 

DPA DSP500S 2,000 Boulder L3AE 0 Rote! R89708X Mkll 60W 22S Rep EXS IOW S9B 
Oynavoctor L200 0 1,19S Boulder LSAE 0 
Oynavoctor PI 00 Ph 1,49S Boulder L5M 0 
Dynavoctor Ll 00 0 ),99S Boulder 2010 @ 
Earmax Earmax Pro 0 l,B9S Cary SLP-94L 0 

CA Vista S 0 760 Cary SLP-98L 0 
ECA Vista HO 0 880 Chard CPA 2200 @ 
ECA Prisma Ph 880 Chard CPA 2800 0 
Eloctrocompaniot EC-4.5 €) ,200 Chard CPA 3200 @ 
Eloetrocompaniet EC-4R 0 l,49S Chord CPA 4000 @ 
Exposure XIX BOO Conrad-Johnson PF-R 0 
Exposure XVII 0 Ph 850 Conrad-Johnson, PV-12A 0 
Faso Evoluzione Controlsource 2.0 @ Ph 625 Conrad-Johnson Premier 15 
Fase Evoluzione Controlsource 1.0 @ 1,39S Conrad-Johnson Premier 14 0 
Golden Tube Audio SEP-1 0 B90 Conrad-Johnson Art 0 
Graaf WfB Two 0 Ph 1,19S CAT SL! Sit Mk2 0 
Graaf WfB One 0 Ph ,B9S CR Dtv llastor @ 
HoaleyHMC200 ISO Credo LPR 001 
Jadis DPL2 0 ,790 DNM 3C Primus 
LfO MC! Phonostage Ph 949 OHM 3CTwin 
LfO LSI Linestago 0 999 OHM 3C Six 
LFD MC2 Phonostage Ph ,499 EAR 802MC 
LFD LS2 Linestago 0 ,S99 EAR GIB 
LFD LSB Linostage 0 ,999 EAR P52 
Linn Wakonda 0 750 Gemma Era Phono 
Uan llairn @ ,400 Gemma Era Rei 0 
Lumley LV1.5 @ B9S Gemma Era Sig 0 
Llmley LVI @ ,150 Graaf GM13.58 @ 
Lumley PV!.S 0 Ph ,700 Jadis DP60L 0 
Lumley PVI 0 Ph ,700 Jadis DPL 0 
Marantz AC-500 Ph 700 Jadis DPMC 
Marantz EC-500 €) 900 Jadis JPL 0 
Mltisso Atom @ ,000 Jadis JPP200 

@ 92S Jadis JP30MC 0 
0 Ph 695 Jadis JPS2 0 

765 Jadis JP80MC 0 
995 lnll KRC3 0 

0 .295 lnll KRC-HR 0 
@ 730 LfO Disc Preamp 

79S Marantz Modol 7 @ 
Ph !,ISO Mark Levinson 25S 

,ISO Mark Levinson 38 @ 
0 ,2SO Matisse fantasy @ 

0 Ph 64B Mltisso Reference 0 
Ph 62S Meracus Pretare 0 

@ 960 Naim NAC82 @ 
0 .990 Halm NAC52 @ 
0 Ph ,SOO Roksan ROK-L1.5 0 

,000 Sonic frontiers Line Z 

Rote! R8980BX 120W 4SO 
Sheame 3.5 3SW 4S9 
Talk Electronics Tornado I sow 4SO 

I Technics SE-A!OOO lOW 400 

I Alchemist Kraken pwr SSW S29 
Alchemist Forsoti Pwr !SOW 1,309 

AMC CVT 2100A BOW soo 
Art Audio Quintet !SW 1,393 
Art Audio Quintet SE M B -W l,SOO 

Art Audio Concerto SOW 1,669' 

Audio Analogue Donizetti 60W S7S 

Audiolnnov Series BOO 2SW 999 
Audiolnnov First Audio 7.SW 1,749 
Audiolnnov Series 1000 sow 1,799 
Audio Note The P 40W sso 
Audio Note PO 9W S99 
Audio Note PI 12W ISO 
Audio Note PI SE 12W 999 
Audio Note P2 20W 1,000 
Audio Note P2SE lBW 1,499 
Audio Note Conqueror SW l,S99 
Audio Synthesis Desire IOOW 1,69S 
Audiolab BOOOP IOOW ISO 

Audiolab BOOOM 125W BOO 

Aura PA-100 IOOW 700 
Aunl PA-200 llOW 1,200 

Aunl PA-200 C IOOW 1,2SO 
AVI S2000MM !SOW 1,399 
Bryston 28-LP 7SW ISO 
�38-ST PRO !SOW 1,1SO 
�38-ST !SOW 1,160 
Bryston THX38 !SOW 1,2S2 
Bryston 78-ST PRO SOOW l,S4S 
�48-ST 300W 1,75S 
Bryston 78-ST SOOW l,BlS 
�THX48 300W l,BSO 
Bryston THX18 SOOW 1,BBS 

Carver TFM-!5C8 IOOW S99 

Carver A-500X 2SOW 949 
Carver A-760X 3BOW 1,299 

Cary SLA-70 11 30W 1,49S 
Chard SPM 400 IOOW 1,32S 

Chord SPM 600 130W 1,720 
Conrad-Johnson MV-55 SOW 1,99S 
Copland CTA501 30W !,ISO 
CR Dtv Amphion 12W 1,949 
Credo PMP 804 l,B76 

Rega Exon 12SW 1,196 
f!¥san ROK-S!.5 IOW 1,49S 
Rose RP-190 (Dual Model 7SW sso 
Rote! R89908X 200W S2S 
Sheamo Phase 3 SOW Sl9 
Sheamo Phase 3 Reference SOW 729 
Sheamo Phase S Mono IOOW l,SOO 
Sonic Frontiers Anthem Amp I 40W 1,19S 
Soooarapho SA250 125W 99S 
Sonoaraphe SA400 220W 1,39S 
Sumo Ulysses Ill SOW 629 
Sumo Polaris Ill 120W 9SO 
Su010 Model Five 60W 1,97S 
Sumo Andromeda Ill 240W 1,97S 
Talk Electronics Tornado 2 SSW soo 
Talk Electronics Tornado 3 IOOW ISO 
Talk Electronics Tornado 4 llOW 1,100 
Technics SE-A2000 lOOW 1,100 
Thorens TIA-2000 30W S99 
Thulo PA200 200W 1,79B 
Trilo&Y 948 sow l,B9S 
TUbe loch Unisis Sig. Pwr 30W 1,900 
Woodsido SA240 40W 1,199 
Woodside MAIOO lOOW 1,733 
Woodsido STASO sow l,BBO 
XTC POW-1 200W 2,000 

ISO 

Adyton Cordis 1.6 120W 
Adyton Cordis 38 2BOW 
Alchemist The Alchemist pwr 220W 3,99S 
Alchemist The Alchemist mono SSW B,99S 
Art Audio Tempo 30W 2,499 
Art Audio Quintet SE -W 2,SOO 
Art Audio Maestro lOOW 3,S24 
ATC SPA2-1SO 200W 2,SOO 
Audlolnnov Ser !OOOSE sow 2,499 
Aucllolnnov Second Audio !SW 3,299 
Audio Note P3 9W 2,1SO 
Audio Note Quest 9W 2,7SO 
Audio Note Yubi lBW 3,BSO 
Audio Note Conquest lBW 4,4SO 
Audio Note Tomei 30W B,SOO 
Audio Note Noiro 7W 
Audio Note Ankoru 60W 
Audio Research 0130 130W 
Audio Research VT60 sow 
Audio Research D300 300W 

0 630 Sonic frontiers Line 3 
0 725 Tessorac TAP-A 
@ l,OSO Trilogy 918 

uad 11 Pro 0 Ph BSO Unison Dream 
ega Ha I @ Ph 998 Woodside SC26 Line & Phono 

Roksan ROK-L2.5 0 ,2SO 
Rose RV-235 0 Ph 52S 
Shearno Phase 6 Pre @ B99 
Shearne Phase I Pro Rei @ ,399 
Sonic frontiers SfP-1 Ph 1,09S 
Sonic frontiers SfP-1 Sig Ph ,495 
Sonic frontiers Anthem Pre I 0 Ph ,495 
Sonic frontiers Line I ,99S 

Creek A52SE BOW S99 
C_rimson CSSJOC !OOW BOO 
Densen DM-30 IOOW 1,200 
OHM PA Start 4SW 1,000 
OHM PAl Start 4SW 1,6SO 
DPA Enlightenment pwr IOOW 99S 
Earnw Earmax Power 2SW l,B9S 

ECA lecternS sow 880 
ECA Lectern HD sow 1,480 
Eloclnlcompaniot AWSOm sow 1,09S 

Exposure XVIII Super lOW BSO 
fase Evoluzione Powersource 2.0 SSW 860 
Fast Evoluzione Powersource 1.0 IOOW l,S70 

Audio Research VTlOO IOOW 
Audio Research D400 Mkll 
Audio Research VT!30 SE 130W 
Audio Research VT150 SE !SOW 
Beam-Echo DU-35 30W 
Boulder I 02AE IOOW 
Boulder 500AE !SOW 
Bryston THX88 !SOW 
Cary CAD-lOOSE 12W 
Cary CAD-805 SOW 
Chord SPM BOO !SOW 
Chard SPM 10008 200W 
Chard SPM 1200C 31SW 

5onolnpho SC26 0 995 
umo Athena 11 Line @ 767 

Sumo Alhena 118/11 LS 9B7 

Golden Tube Audio SE-40 40W 1,000 
Golden Tube Audio SE-3008 Mkll SW 1,490 
Golden Tube Audio SE-100 IOOW 1,99S 

Chard SPM 14008 mono 3BOW 
Chard SPM 5000 
Conrad-Johnson MF-2200 

Sumo Athona Ill @ 9B7 
Sumo Artemis uP @ ,S9S 

@ 6SO 

@ 900 

@ ,lOO 

@ Ph 700 

Jadis DAS 40W 1,997 
Llldcon 212 120W l,BSO 
LfO PAl Poworstage 60W 999 
LfD PA2 Powersta&e ISW l,S99 
LfD PA2M Poworstage 90W 1,999 
Linn LKIOO sow 6SO 

Conrad-Johnson MF-2300A 
Conrad-Johnson Premier llA 
Conrad-Johnson Premier 12 
Conn�d-Johnson Premier BXS 
Conrad-Johnson Premier BA 
CAT JL! 

0 ,SOO Linn Ll240 120W ISO Copland CTA505 
0 l,SOO Linn A¥5105 IOOW 1,200 CR Dtv Artomis 
0 !,BOO 

€) Ph S99 
699 

@ 7SO 

�Ruby 120W 9BS 
MapumMf330 !SOW SBS 
MaJ111Um Mf660 12SW B2S 
MIJIIIUm A500SE 200W 1,4BS 

Credo LPO 804 
Credo PMP !55 
Credo LPO 455 

... Credo LPO 155 
- ,_ 
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PRICE GUIDE 

88-ST © 35.00 
23W Bryston THXBB 150W © 99 00 

2SOW Carver AY-505 BOW © 79.00 
/SW Camr AY-70SX 12SW 1,299 Audio Note AN-Yx © 450.00 

130W Carver AY-753X 2SOW 1,549 Audioquest Jade © 30.00 
32W Chord SPM 1600 2SOW 4,700 Audioquest Turquoise 2 © 40.00 

IOOW Chord SPM 1800 250W 4,700 Audioquest Topaz 2 © 60.00 
IOOW Chord SPM 2000 200W 4,B90 Audioquest Ruby 2 © BO.OO 
200W Chord SPM 30008 315W 7,960 Audioquest Quartz © 20.00 
IOOW Dtnon AYC-1800 lOW sso Audioquest Opal © B9.00 
2SOW Dtnon POA-T2 120W BOO Audioquest Emerald © 249.00 
!BOW Dtnon POA-T3 120W BOO Audioquest lapis © 399.00 
BOW Dtnon AYC-3800 90W 1,700 Audioquest Diamond © 549.00 

12SW Dtnon AYP-Al -W 3.000 Cable Talk Improved 2/CD © 26.00 
3SW H/IIAYilOO JOW 2SO Cable Talk Advanced 2 © 3S.OO 
20W H/IIAYI150 S5W 350 Cable Talk Monitor 2 © so.oo 

lBW H/IIAY1200 11 6SW 400 Cable Talk Improved 2/T © SO.OO 
90W Hill AY1250 !OOW 1,2SO Cable Talk Studio 2 © 6S.OO 
SOW H/li,Citation 7.1 !30W 2,SOO Cable Talk Professional 2 © BS.OO 

JYC AX-Y4 60W 200 Cable Talk Broadcast 2 © 00.00 
JYC AX-V&BK SOW 230 Cable Talk Reference 2 © 1SO.OO 
JVC AX-Y8BK /SW 3SO Cable Talk Signature 2 Gold © 300.00 
Knll KAY500/3 IOOW 3,9B5 Aiwa AY-XlOO 60W 400 Cambridge AUantic © 10.00 
Knll KAV500/4 IOOW 4,4B5 Camr CT-26Y 699 Cambridge Arctic © 20.00 
Knll KAY500!5 !OOW 4,9B5 Camr HTR-880 B5W B49 Cambridge Pacific © 30.00 

120W 2,750 Carver HR-895 IOOW 1,099 Cambridge Studio Reference © 40.00 
120W 3,250 Denon AYR-&OORD 50W 300 Cardas Audio 300B-Microtwin © 115.00 
125W 1,44S Goodmans Delta 801 30W 200 Cardas Audio Quadlink-Five © 200.00 

55W 400 Grundi& Rl40Pl 40W 230 Cardas Audio Cardas Cross © 360.00 
65W 4SO H/li,AVRIO 30W 300 Cardas Audio Hexlink-Five C © S30.00 

Mission AY-Master 650 H/IIAVR25 6SW 600 Cardas Audio Hexlink Golden-5 C © 600.00 
HAD 316 SOW 4SO Hill AVR70 /SW 1,000 Cardas Audio Golden Cross © 700.00 
NAD 916 30W 500 Hill AVRBO 95W 1,500 Connections Uhra © 28.00 

2,500 Qnkyo ASY 620 120W 700 JYC RX320YBK 30W 250 Connections Midas © 39.00 
S,OOO Parasound 806 BOW 1,495 JYC RX-416YBK 50W 270 Connections HO © 46.00 
2,400 Parasound 1206 135W 2,195 JYC RX-&l&RBK 60W 350 DNM-Reson TCC75 @ 34.00 
2.225 Pioneer YSA BOSS BOW 450 Ktnwood KR-V5090 50W 230 DPA Slink @ 41.00 
3,/SO Rote! RB956AX 30W 350 Ktnwood KR-Y6090 IOOW 280 OPA White Slink @ 75.00 
7,500 Rote! RSP960AX 30W 400 Ktnwood KR-V8090 !IOW 400 DPA Black Slink @ 45,00 

Class A mono 2,4SO Sansui AY-7100 75W 250 Ktnwood KR-V9090 120W 500 Expressive Tech IC-1 © 00.00 
A200SE 3,750 Sony TA-VE700 90W 350 Ktnwood KR-YBBBD 120W 1,000 Gamma Wow Balance © 799.00 
ModelS 3,500 Sony TA YE 800G IOOW 400 Ktnwood KR-V9900 120W 1,300 Goertz Interconnect © 13S.OO 
Model 9 4,000 Sony TA YA BES 120W 700 Marantz SR-370 80W 300 GT Audio lntercon @130.00 

levinson 331 4,49S Sunlire Cinema Grand 200W 2,600 Marantz SR-770 BOW 700 Henley HSPIO © 20.00 
levinson 332 6,49S rue AY-H500 BOW 3BO Marantz SR-96 llOW 1,300 Henley HSP50 © 3S.OO 
levinson 333 B,495 Yamaha DSP-A492 6SW 2SO Mission M Time 100W 2,000 Henley HSPIOO © 6S.OO 
levinson 33H Yamaha DSP-A592 IOW 330 NAD 713 60W 400 Henley HSP200 © 95.00 

Rei Monoblocks B,OOO Yamaha DSP-Al092 BOW B50 NAD 917 sso Hoybrook Black Flash @ 49.95 
2.24S Yamaha DSP-A990 60W 900 NAD 116 BOW 600 lxos 104 © 20.00 
B,99S Yamaha DSP-A2070 BOW 1,100 Onkyo TXSV 434 6SW 400 lxos 103 © 4S.OO 
2,290 Yamaha DSP-A3090 BOW I,SOO Onkyo TXSY 424 sow 4SO lxos 102 © 60.00 
2,690 Onkyo TXSY 525R 60W 600 lxos 101 © 100.00 
3,490 Onkyo TXSY 535R 80W 600 llos IOO.X03 © ISO.OO 
3,990 Qnkyo TXSY 636 BSW BOO Kimber PBJ © 6B.OO 
2,SOO Qnkyo TXSY 727R BOW BOO !limber KC! © 96.00 
4,000 Onkyo TXDS 838 100W 1,300 !limber Silver Streak © 180.00 
2,645 Qnkyo TXSV 828THX 100W 1,300 !limber KCAG © 390.00 
3,825 Onkyo TXSY 919THX I!OW 2,000 !limber KCT G  © 720.00 
2,2SO Qnkyo TXSY 939THX 120W 3,000 Kronos Konnekt 3 © 49.00 
2,199 Philips FR731 35W 2SO Kronos Konnekt 2 @ 99,00 
2,495 Philips FR751 sow 300 Kronos Konnekt I © 199.00 
4,99S Pioneer VSX-405RDS sow 2SO LAT International IC-50 © 37.00 
9,995 Pioneer YSX-505RDS SOW 300 LAT International IC-BO © 60.00 
4,200 Sansui RZ-5110AV sow 190 LAT tnternationai iC-100-D © 89.00 
2,500 Sherwood RY-4050R 3SW 140 LAT lnternationai iC-200 Mk 11 @ 151.00 

60W 7,350 Sony STRD E405 sow 2BO liedtr Chanson © 40.00 
IOOW 3,395 rue AG-V6200 90W 400 lieder lek © 420.00 
IOOW 4,700 Technics SA-EXJOO 40W 2SO liedtr Het lied © 420.00 
!SOW 6,400 Technics SA-EX500 60W 350 Uedor Song © 580.00 
24W 3,2SO Technics SA-EX700 60W 4SO Uedor Maas © 620.00 
32W ,995/ 

Technics SA-TX50 120W 1,000 Uedor Rijn © ',000.00 

Yamaha RX-Y392RDS SOW 250 liedor Waal © 1,400.00 

Yamaha RX-Y592ROS IOW 400 Lumley Silver 12/2 © 115.00 
lumloy Silver 14/4 © 1/S.OO 
Moth leyline Black © 0000 
Moth leyline Grey © 00.00 
Nordost Magic © 30.00 

AMC Pro7 200 Nordost Black Knight © SS.OO 
Arcam Xeta 2 6SO Nordost Blue Angel © 90.00 
Audio Research SDP! 3,293 Nordost Blue Heaven © 13S.OO 
H/ll, ADP303 9 600 

© 260.00 
Hill Citation 7.0 0 3,SOO 

© B2S.OO 
Lexicon DC-I Pro-logic 2,000 

© 2SO.OO 
lexicon DC-I THX 3,000 

© 20.00 
lexicon DC-I AC-3 4,000 Q£0 !neon P2 Screened © 23.00 
Marantz AY-1030 330 Q£0 !neon PI Screened © 26.00 

€l 400 Roksan ROK-Intercon © 7S.OO 
0 600 SiHoch MC2-12 © 30B.OO 
€) 2,700 SiHech MC4-24S © 400.00 

470 SiHech FTM-3S © 30.00 
Naim AV! 0 1,6BO Silver Sounds SS2 © 99.00 
Onkyo SR 211PRO €) 340 Silver Sounds SSl © 199.00 
Dnkyo EO 901 0 700 Silver Tone Ex-Static @ 3S.OO 
Parasound PSP 1500 0 1,S69 Silver Tone Sci-Fi © 9S.OO 
Pioneer SP-007 €) 800 SME S2lB-4 © 46.1B 
Sanyo HY 047 200 SME S3lB-4 © 52.06 
Sony SDP E300 0 230 SME 4900A © 76.B3 
Sony SDP-EP9ES €l 600 SME 5900A © 102.S7 
Technics SH-AV500 €l 2BO 

© 15.00 
Yamaha DSP-E492 €) 250 

© 2S.OO 
Yamaha DDP-2 349 

© 3S.OO 
Yamaha DSP-E580 0 4SO 

© 49.00 
Yamaha DSP-EIOOO 0 700 

© 6S.OO 
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DigitaVvideo I 
DigitaVvideo 2 
Optilink X 

Di�I PRO @ 
Optilink Pro 
Optilink Z 

Digital 2 © 
Audio lightning © 

Opti-link 
Oigi-link @ 
105 @ 

Opti-link 
llluminati DY-30 
llluminati D-60 
llluminati DX-50 
llluminati Orchid 

Dl-20-0 

HI-Fl CHOICE 

Art Yam Church M2000 
Art Yam Church 5000 
Audio Note AN-D 
Audio Note AH-B 
Audio Note AN-L 
Audio Note AH-SP 
Audio Note AN-SPx 
Audioquest Type 2 
Audioquest F-16 
Audloquest Type 6 
Audioquest Indigo 2 
Audioquest Crystal 
Audioquest Forest 
Audioquest A11ent 
Audioquest Clear 3 
Bandridge LC7409 
Bandridge LC4110 
Bandridge LC3410 
Bandridge LC3210 
Bandridge LC3219 
Bandridge LC3220 
Bandridge LC33!0 
Bandridge LC3240 
Cable Talk The Flat One 
Cable Talk Theatre 2 
Cable Talk Talk 3.1 
Cable Talk Overture 2.1 
Cable Talk Talk 3.1 Biwire 
Cable Talk Talk 4.1 
Cable Talk Concert 2.1 
Cable Talk Talk 4.1 Biwire 
Cable Talk Symphony 3 
Cable Talk Concert 2.1 Biwire 
Cerdas Audio 300B-Microtwin se 
Cardas Audio Quadlink-Five se 
Cerdas Audio Cross SC 
Cardas Audio Hulink-Five SC 
Cardas Audio Hulink GoldenS SC 
Cerdas Audio Golden Cross SC 
DNM -Reson LSC 
DNM-Reson LSCB 
DPA Black Sixteen 
Electrocompaniet EC-112 
Gale Xll89 
Gale XL3!5 
Gale Xll&0-2 
Gamma Wonder Line 
Goel1z M! 
Goertz M2 
GT Audio Speaker 
bos 607 
bos605 
bos 806 
limber 4PR 
limber 4YS 
Kimber 4TC 
limber arc 
limber 4AG 
limber BAG 
LAT International SS 800 
LAT International 81WIRE 
LAT International SS 1000 
Lieder Pad 
lieder Bel Canto 
Lieder Spoor 
Lieder Straat 
1,080.00 
Lieder Weg 
1,400.00 
U1111K20 
Unn K400 
litHIIUiOO 
Lumley SiiYer 12/2 
Lutnley SiiYer 1414 
Mission Duet 

Puresonic 7845 
Puresonic 7891 
QED Qudos Micro 
Q£0 Qudos Bi-Wire 
QED Profile 8 
QED Profile 4x4 
Q£0 Profile Silver 12 
Rep REGA 
Rollsan ROK-Speaker 
Sillech L$2-45 
Sittecll FT-12 Mkl 
Sillech l$4-120 
Silver Sounds 12 Gauge 
Silver Sounds 10 Gauge 
Silver Sounds 8 Gauge 
Silver Tone SiiYer-Sonic 
Silver Tone Silver-Sonic HC 

© 
© 

© 
© 
© 
© 
© 
© 
© 
© 
© 
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© 
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© 
© 

@ 

© 
@ 
@ 
@ 
@ 
@ 

@ 

@ 
@ 
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PRICE GUIDE 

70.00 
795.00 

4.50 
16.50 
29.50 
50.00 

450.00 
3.50 

., 3.60 
7.50 

12.00 
18.00 
65.00 
95.00 

150.00 
4.00 

28.00 
40.00 
75.00 
75.00 
90.00 
95.00 
25.00 
2.00 
2.00 
2.25 
4.00 
5.00 
5.00 
7.00 
9.00 

13.00 
14.00 
35.00 
59.00 
99.00 

109.00 
175.00 
239.00 

• 6.95 
@ 11.95 
• 00.00 

30.00 
1.00 
2.00 
2.50 

60.00 
@ 10.00 
• 20.00 

50.00 
2.00 
3.00 
8.00 
8.00 

12.00 
19.68 
40.00 

394.00 
6s6.oo 

21.00 
27.00 
42.50 

00 
)0000 

.00 

4.00 
10.00 
15.00 
35.00 
40.00 
1.90 

� 3.90 
5.50 

@ 3.00 
• 10.00 

50.00 
100.00 
325.00 

3.00 
5.00 
800 
2.00 
300 
1.25 
4.50 
6.50 
9.00 

15.00 
2.00 
6.00 

09.00 
?40 00 

9.00 
15.00 
5.00 
5.00 

10.00 
15.00 

Silver Tone Silver-Voice 
Silver Tone Silver-Voice Ultra 
Sonic Link AST50 
Salllc Unk AST75 
Salllc Unk AST200 
Salllc Unk AST200x2 
Sonic Unk S300 
Salllc Unk S30012 
Seaic: Unk S900 
Seaic: Unk S600x2 
Seaic: Unk R£3.1 
Salllc Unk RE3.4 
ChordCo Myth 
ChoniCo Legend 
Transparent Cable Musichord 
Transparent Cable The Wave 
hnsparent Cable Music Wave 
Vampire Wire SC-384 
Vampire Wire SC-554 
Vampire Wire ST-1 
Vampire Wire SC-1108 
Vampire Wire ST-11 
Vampire Wire ST-Ill 
XlO Pro 625 
XLO Pro 600 

Audio Note 101 
Aldio Technica AT-91 
Audio Technica AT-95E 
Aldio Technica AT-llOE 
Benz-Micro MC20EII 
Denon DlllO 
Denon Dll60 
Oenon OLI03 
Goldring Elan 
Goldring Elektra 
Goldrlng 1006 
Goldring !012GX 
Goldring 1022GX 
Graclo ZTE + I 
Graclo ZCE +I 
Graclo Zf3E + I 
Graclo Prestige Black 
Graclo Prestit;e Green 
Grado Prestige Blue 
GradoZFI+ 
Graclo Prestige Red 
l'ham Tracer I 
Ortolon YMS2 
Ortlllon OM 5E 
Ortofon OM 10 
Ortofon 510 
OrtlllonOM DJ 
Ortofon 520 
Ortofon OM 20 
Ortofon MC! Turbo 
Ortofon Concorde DJ 
Ortolon OM 30 
Ortofon MCIO Super 
Ortofon 530 
PicMring T£-15 
Plclolring Y£-15 
Picllering l-E 
PlcMring Yl5-DJ 
Plcbring TL-E 
Plcbring TL-2E 
Plcbring XY15-625E 
Plcbring XY15-150-DJ 
Plcbring Tl-2-S 
PicMring XY15-757S 
Plcbring XY15-625DJ 
PicMring XY15-1800S 
PicMring TL3S 
Plcbring XEY-3001E 
Picllering Xll-3500 
Plcbring Tl-4-s 
Rega Bias 
Rep RB78 
Rep Super Bias 
Rega Elys 
Shlre SC35C 
Shore M£95ED 

© Sllure M70BX MM 38 
© Stanton 500AL 11 MM 34 
© Stanton 500£L MM 37 
© Stanton 680Al/X MM 56 
© Stanton 680EL!X MM 70 
© Sumlko O,ster MM 30 
© Sumlko Black Pea� MM 50 
© Sumlko Pea� MM 70 
@ Sumlko Blue Point lOO 

© 

MM 139 
© MC 795 

MC 1,095 
@ Audio Note 102Y MC 1,695 
© Audio Note lOUd MC 4,500 
© Audio Technica AT-OC9 MM 245 
@ Audio Technica ART-I MC 944 
© Benz-Micro The Glider MC 650 
© Benz-Micro M090 MC 700 

Benz-Micro L040 MC 700 
@ Baoz-Micro H200 MC 700 

Benz-Micro Reference MC 1,100 
Baoz-Micro Reference Ruby MC 1,500 

© Baoz-Micro Ruby Open Air MC 1,600 
© Clearaudio Aurum-Alpha MM 135 

Clearaudio Aurum-Beta MM 195 
Clearaudio Aurum-Beta/S MM 265 
�raudio Gamma-S MC 745 
Clearaudio Sipature MC 1,595 
Clearaudio Accurate MC ,950 
Clearaudio Insider MC 5,500 
Denon DL304 MC 200 
Dynavector I OX411 MC 189 
Dynavector 23RS MC 375 
O,navector 1702 MC 450 
o,navector XX-IL MC 998 
Dynavector XX-I MC 998 
Dynavector Te-lla�ora MC 1.698 
Goldring Eroica LX MC 110 
Goldring Eroica MC 110 
Goldring 1042 MM 120 
Goldring Elite MC 220 
Goldrlng Excel YX MC 495 
Grado Prestige Silver MM 119 
Grado Prestige Gold MM 149 
Grado SI&Jlature Junior MM !50 

99 Grado Si1J13turo 8MZ MM 250 
13 Grado Sipature MCZ MM 375 
19 Grado Signature TLZ MM 650 
24 Grado Sipature XTZ MM 975 
70 llaetsu Red T MC 1,550 
70 11aetsu Red Uig MC 1,998 
90 llaetsu Urushi MC 2,297 

100 llaetsu Signature MC ,218 
19 llaetsu Gold PR MC 5,498 
29 Linn K9 MM 125 
59 Unn Klyde MC 500 
79 Unn Arlliv MC 1,000 
99 London Decca Maroon MM 259 
27 London Decca Gold MM 299 
37 London Decca Maroon Dp MM 339 
48 London Decca Gold Dp MM 379 
49 London Decca S Gold MM 399 
59 loadon Decca S Gold Dp MM 479 
69 London Decca Jubilee MM 999 
83 Lyra Lydian c 649 
99 Lyra Clavis Da Capo MC 995 
98 l'ham Tracer 11 MM 310 
14 ll'llam Tracer Ill MM 410 
20 ll'llam Tracer IV MM 660 
30 Ortofon MC3 Turbo MC 130 
38 Ortofon MCIS Super 11 MC 130 
50 Ortofon 540 MM 130 
65 Ortofon MC25E MC 180 
70 Ortofon MC25Fl MC 250 
70 Ortofon MC!O Supreme MC 300 
80 Ortofon SPU mono MC 350 
90 Ortofon MC20 Supreme MC 425 

lOO Ortofon SPU Classic MC 450 
100 Ortofon MC30 Supreme MC 525 
20 Ortofon MC200011 MC 750 
25 Ortolon MC Rohmann MC 1,000 
25 Ortofon MC3000 11 MC ,100 
28 Ortofon MC5000 MC ,500 
35 Ortolon MC7500 MC 2,000 
45 Picllerial Tl-3003 MM 145 
50 PlcMring Xll-4500 MM !50 
50 Plcbring Tl-4004 MM 175 
55 PlcMrin& XSY-SOOOU MM 200 
60 PlcMrin&Xll-7500 MM 200 
60 PlcMring T L1-7MO-S MM 200 
70 Reson Mica MM !50 
80 Aeson Aciore MC 199 
95 Reson Reca MC 225 

100 Reson £tile MC 299 
100 Reson lexe MC 899 

39 Roksan Corus Black MM 130 
39 llolcsan Shiraz MC 970 
59 Stanton I90AUX MM 118 
85 Sumlko BPS MC 250 
29 l'lansfi&uration Spir� MC 1,000 

... 38 l'lansfi&uration Temper MC 1,950 
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.. an Den Hul MM-1 
Van Den Hul MM-2 
Van Den Hul DDT-11 � 

Van Den Hul MC-10 Pioneer CT-S830S 
Van Den Hul MC-One Pioneer CT-95 
Van Den Hul MC-ONE Super Sony TC-KESOOS 
Van Den Hul MC-Two Sony TC-WE805S � 

Van Den Hul The Frog Sony TC-KE600S 
Van Den Hul Grasshopper IllS LA Sony TC-KA6ES 
Van Den Hul Grasshopper IIIGLN TEAC W-850R � 

Van Den Hul Grasshopper IIIGLA TEAC V-1030 
Van Den Hul Grasshopper IIICMN T EAC W-6000R � 

Van Den Hul Grasshopper IIICHN TEAC V-6030S 
Van Den Hul Grasshopper IVGLA TEAC V-8030S 
Wilson Benesch Matrix Technics RS-TR474 � 

Wilson Benesch Hybrid Technics RS -AZ6 
Wilson Benesch Carbon Technics RS-TR575 
Wilson Benesch Analog Technics RS-AZ7 

Yamaha KX-580SE 

AD-f450 
AD-WX727 � 

DRM-550 
ORW-580 � 

DRS-640 Aiwa XC-300 
Goodmans Delta 801 AMCCD9 
Grundig CCF3 

AMC COB 
JVC m-W218BK � 170 AMCCD6 
JVC W-X372BK 170 

AMCCOM7 
JVC TO-R472BK � 200 Cambridge CD4 
JVC W-W318BK � 200 Cambridge C04SE 
Kenwood KX-W4080 � 160 Cambridge CD6 
Kenwood KX-3080 160 

Oenon DC0-625 
Kenwood KX-W6080 � 200 Denon DCD-715 
Kenwood KX-5080S 200 

Oenon OCD-825 
Marantz SD-555 � 200 Eclipse CD30 
Onkyo K 185 � 200 Eclipse CD50 
Pioneer CT-S250 150 Eclipse CDIOI 
Pioneer CT-W205R � 160 Grundig COli 
Pioneer CT-W505R � 1&0 

H/K HD710 
Pioneer CT-S450S 200 JVC Xl-Y!20BK 
Sony TC-KE200 120 JVC Xl-Y184BK 
Sony TC-WE405 � 150 JVC XL-V284BK 
Sony TC-K£400S 1&0 

JVC Xl-F116BK �· Sony TC-WE505 � 180 JVC Xl-F216BK §• T EAC W-416 100 JVC XL-Z574BK TEAC V-610 100 Kenwood DP-1080 
TEAC W-780R � 170 Kenwood DP-2080 
TEAC R-560 � 180 Kenwood DP-R3090 §§• lEAC R-H500 � 200 Kenwood DP-R4090 §I> 
Technics RS-TR373 � 200 Kenwood DP-3080 
Technics RS-BX501 � 200 Kenwood DP-R6090 §• Yamaha KX-390 150 Kenwood DP-4090 
Yamaha KX-W392 � 180 Marantz CD-46 

Marantz CC-38 
Marantz CD-48 
Marantz CD-57 
Marantz CD-6711 
Marantz CC-47 �· 
NAO 510 

Denon ORM-740 NAD 512 
Denon ORS-810 Philips com 
H/K T 0420 Philips C0721 
H/K T0450 Philjps C0751 
JVC T D-V562BK Phllips CDC751 s .. JVC T D-W718BK Pioneer P0-104 
JVC T D-V662BK Pioneer PD-204 
Marantz SD-57 

Piooeer PD-M603 § .. NAD 613 Pioneer PD-S505 
NAO 614 

Pioneer PD-F605 § .. 
NAD 616 � 

Pioneer PO-F25 E• Onkyo TA 6210 Rotel RCD-930AX 
Onkyo TARW 211 � Sherwood CD-4030R 
Onkyo TARW 311 � Sony CDP-M205 
Onkyo TA 6310 Sony CDP-XE210 
Onkyo KR 609 Sony CDP-M305 
Onkyo KW 606 � 370 Sony CDP-XE310 
Onkyo TARW 411 � 370 COP-CE105 §• 
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3·H Sony COP-CEllS � ... 
3·H Sony CDP-X£510 

Sony CDP-C325M S• 
3·H rue co-P18oo 

3·H TEAC CD-P3450SE 

3·H TEAC PD-HSOO iliJIO 
TEAC PD-02200 § ... 

3-H Technics SL-PG380A 

3·H Technics SL-PG480A 
Technics SL-PG580A 

3·H Technics SL-PD687 §• 
Technics SL-P0887 S• 

3·H Technics SL -PS670A iliJIO 
3·H Technics SL-PS770A ilil10 

Yamaha CDX-390 

3·H Yamaha CDC-565 � ... 
Yamaha CDX-490 
Yamaha CDC-665 � .. ililtO 
Yamaha CDX-590 iliJIO 

Aiwa DX-CIOOM 
Area m Alpha 7 ililtO 
Audio Alchemy ACD 11 iliJIO 
Audoolnnov Alto iliJIO 
Aura CD!OO ililtO 
Canor SDA-400 ililtO 
Caner MV-5 §)· 
Denon DCM-260 S• 
Denon OCD-1015 iliJIO 
Grundig CDC14 
H/K H0730 ililtO 
HJI( FL8300 S• iliJIO 
JVC Xl-Z674BK ilil10 
Kenwood DP-R7080 S• ililtO 
Kenwood DP-9090 iliJIO 
Kenwood DP-7090 ililtO 
Marantz C0-67 ililtO 
Marantz CD-67SE ililtO 
Marantz CC-870 S• iliJIO 
Marantz C0-6311KI ilil10 
Micromega Minium ililtO 
Musical Fidelity E60 ilil10 
Musical Fidelity A2 iliJIO 
NAO 513 s ... 
NAO 515 s .. ilil10 
NAD 514 ilil10 
NA0 517 � .. 

150 Onkyo OX 7210 ililtO 

120 
Onkyo C721 ililtO 

iliJIO 150 
Onkyo OXC 320 � .. 

iliJIO 250 
Onkyo OX 7510 ilil\0 

iliJtO 250 
Onkyo CM 716 � ... 

iliJIO 150 
Pioneer PD-S705 ilil10 

ililtO 200 
Piooeer PO-F805 � ... 

iliJIO 250 
Pioneer PO-F905 � ... 

ililtO 200 
Pioneer PD-S904 ililtO 

ililtO 235 
Pioneer PD-S505 Precision iliJtO 

ililtO 240 
Rote! RCD-965BX ilil\0 

50 Rote! RC0-970BX ililtO 
60 

Sony CDP-XE900E 

&0 
Sony CDP-XA2ES 

170 Sony CDP-CX200 � ... 

iliJIO 200 
Sony CDP-X3000ES iliJtO 

110 
TEAC CD-5 

120 Yamaha CDX-890 ililtO 

ililtO 140 
180 
200 

Acurus ACOII ililtO 
250 Alchemist Nexus ililtO 
110 Arcam Alpha 8 ililtO 
130 Audiolab 8000CD iliJtO 

140 
AVI S2000MC2 ililtO 

160 
Creek CD42 ilil10 

170 Denon OCD-3000 ililtO 

200 
DPA Renaissance int CD iliJIO 

230 Fase Evoluzione Laserdrive 1.0 iliJtO 
150 Heybrook Signalure 11 ililtO 
200 Lino Mimik ililtO 

iliJtO 200 
Marantz C0-17 ililtO 

iliJIO 230 
Micromega Stage 4 iliJIO 

iliJtO 250 
Micromega Stage 5 iliJtO 

ililtO 250 
Micromega Stage 6 ililtO 

iliJIO 200 
Mission dAD3 iliJIO 
Mission dAD3Q 

iliJtO 250 
120 Monrio Privilege ililtO 
130 Myryad MCIOO ililtO 

iliJIO 150 
Naim CD3 

180 
Orelle CDIOOeA iliJIO 

130 Orelle CD-IOOeSA ilil10 
150 

Pink Triangle Numeral ilil10 
Quad 17 Bus 

200 
ililtO 200 

Quad 77 Mains 

230 
Roksan Caspian iliJtO 

230 
TEAC VRDS-7 ililtO 

180 TEAC VRDS-9 ilil10 

180 TEAC VROS-IOSE ilil10 
110 Technics SL -P2000 iliJIO 
120 Thule CD!OO ililtO 
130 Trichord Genesis ilil10 
140 Trichord Digital Jukebox 25 § .. ililtO 

150 
Trichord Digital Jukebox 50 § .. ililtO 

180 Trichord Digital J'box lOO 
180 Trichord Revalation 
200 
130 Alchemist Forseti 
200 Audio Alchemy ACD Pro 
240 Audio Research CD! 
250 Audio Research C02 
120 Audiomeca Talisman 
140 Audiomeca Talisman SE 
160 AVI S2000MC 
160 Cary C0-301 
180 Copland CD277 
200 Copland CDA288 
250 Krell KPS30i 
130 Krell KPS -20i 
170 Marantz CD-11KI 
170 Marantz CD-23 
220 Mark Levinson 39 
230 Meracus Tanto 

Meracus Imago Player 
Mendian 506 

500 Meridian 508 
320 Meridian 800 
490 Micromega Solo 
399 Musical Fidelity FCD 
400 Naim C02 
299 Maim COS 
469 Orelle CO!OOeV 
300 Pink Triangle Litaural 
350 Primare 302 
300 Roksan Attessa-OP3P 
300 Sherwood COl 
300 Sonic Frontiers SFCD-1 
300 TEAC VRDS-25 
300 XTC COP-I 
300 
400 
270 
350 
400 
500 
400 
300 
500 
290 
350 
370 
400 
260 
290 
380 
400 
450 
300 
330 
400 
400 
460 
300 
375 
300 
350 Area m Delta 250 
380 Audio Alchemy DOS Ill 
500 Audio Alchemy DOS Pro 
350 Audio Research COTI 
350 Audio Synthesis Transcend 

Audiolab 8000CDM 
Audiomeca Damnation 

899 Audiomeca Damnation SE 
597 Audiomeca Kreatura SE 
520 Audiomeca Mephisto 

1,000 Cambridge Discmagic One 
895 Conrad-Johnson DR-1 
599 DPA Enlightenment Orv 

1,000 Jadis JD3 
950 Jadis JD2 
995 Jadis JDI 
989 Krell KPS-201 
875 Linn Karik 
800 Mark Levinson 37 
600 Mark Levinson 31.5 
750 Meracus Imago 
950 Meridian 500 
598 Micromega Drive 3 
898 Micromega Data 
995 Monrio Bitmatch 
700 Muse Model S 

1,000 Orelle CDIOOeTI 
649 Orelle CDIOOe T2 
999 Pink Triangle Cardinal ll 
999 PS Audio Lambda TR 
700 PS Audio Lambda AT&T 
900 Roksan Attessa-OP3 
895 Sonic Frontiers SFT-1 
599 T EAC VRDS-Tl 
700 TEAC P-30 
850 Theta Digital Data Basic 11 

1,000 Theta Digital Data Ill NTSC/PAL 
849 Thorens TCD-2000 
549 Trichord Digital Turntable 
599 Wadia 8 
649 Wadia 20 

699 
799 

il!l10 1,950 
iliJIO 1,395 
ililtO 3,290 
iliJIO 4,100 
ililtO 2,150 
iliJIO 2,300 
ililtO 1,399 
ilil10 2,495 
iliJIO 1,800 
iliJIO 2,199 
ililtO 5,490 
iliJIO 9,990 
ilil10 1,300 
ililtO 4,000 
ililto 5,995 
iliJIQ 1,395 
iliJIO 4,495 
iliJIO 1,100 
ililtO 1,685 
iliJIO 4,995 
iliJIO 2,750 
ililtO 1,500 

2.000 
3,940 

ililtO 1,149 
iliJIO 2,099 
iliJIO 1,800 
ililtO 1,495 
ililtO 1,100 
ililtO 3,495 
ilil10 1,300 
ilil10 J,250 

iliJtO &00 
iliJIO 700 
iliJtO 1,550 
iliJIO 3,290 
ilil10 1,395 
ililtO 1.400 
iliJIO 999 
ilil10 1,100 
ililtO 1,400 
il!JIO 2,350 
iliJIO 300 
ililtO 1,795 
iliJIO 725 
ililtO 4,850 
ililtO 4,990 
iliJIO 12,500 
iliJIO 8,490 
ilil10 1,850 
ililtO 3,995 
ililtO 9,295 
iliJtO 3,995 
iliJIO 1,245 
iliJIO 750 
iliJIO 2,250 
ililtO 875 
iliJIO 1,800 
iliJIO 699 
iliJIO 799 
iliJtO 875 
iliJtO 2.250 
iliJIO 2,778 
ililtO 1.295 
ililtO 2,295 
il!ltO 550 
iliJIO 2,500 
iliJIO 2,397 
iliJtO 5,455 
iliJtO 999 
iliJIO 699 
ililtO 3,195 
ililtO 4,370 
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AKG K290S D � 250 

AKG KIOOO D '1i 700 

Audio Technica ATH910PRO D i 90 

Pioneer D-C88 !ill;! Beyer DT311 D '11 57 

Sharp MD·RlE Beyer OT411 0 '1i 69 

Sharp MO-MS20DH m'm Beyer DT331 0 '11 82 

Sharp MDXY30DH Beyor DT431 0 'i 98 

Sony MZ-E40 m'm 180 Beyer IRH890 0 'i 117 

Sony MZ-E30 m'm 280 Beyer DT511 D 'i 117 

Sony MDS-S38 300 Beyer OT53! 0 i 135 
Sony MZ·R30 i!)jliJ 300 Beyeromo Pro D 'i 152 
Sony MDS-JESDO 300 Beyer OTJOO 0 i 152 
So"' MDS-MXJ 500 Beyer OT801 D 'i 172 
Sony MOS-S! 550 Beyer 01990 Pro · D 'i 187 
Sony MDS-503 550 Beyer 01811 0 'i 200 
Sony DTC·ZE700 699 Beyer IRS890 D 'i 222 
Sony MOA-JA3ES 700 Btyer 01901 D 'i 222 
TUC MO·H500 650 Beyer DT911 0 'i 235 
TUC MD-10 950 Denon AH-0210 D lil 45 

Dlnon AH-0350 0 lil 65 

Oenon AH-0550 0 i 80 
Dlnon AH-0650 D lil 95 
Dlnon AH-0750 D lil 130 
Dlnon AH-0950 D lil 150 
Grado SR40 D 'i 45 

Grado SR60 D 'i 79 

Grado SR80 D 'i 100 
Grado SR125 D 'i 150 
Grado SR225 0 'i 200 
Grado SR325 D 'i 300 
Grado RSl D 'i 695 
Jecklin Float Model ! 0 'i 79 
Jecklin Float Model 2 0 'i 99 
Jecklin Float ElS E 'i 399 
JYC HA-0127 D lil 43 

JVC HA-09!0 0 i 65 
JYC HA-01000 D lil 250 
JYC HA-F25 D lil 699 
Prwcide Er&o Model ! D 'i 120 
Precide Ergo Model 2 D 'i 140 
Sennheiser HD445 D 'i 45 

Meridian 566 1,095 Sennheiser IS 380 D lil 55 

Micromega DAC 2 750 Sennheiser H0455 0 'Q 55 

Micromega Dialog 2,000 Sennheiser H0465 D 'i 65 

Monrio 18B2 875 Sennheiser HD475 D 'i 80 

Muse Model 2 2,190 Sennheiser HD25 SP D lil 90 

Muse Model 2 Plus 2,500 Sennheiser HD535 D 'i 105 

Musical Fidelity X-ACT 200 Sennheiser 15450 D 'i 120 

Musical Fidelity X·DAC 300 Sennhliser HD545 Ref D 'i 125 

Onkyo OX 7310 330 Aiwa HP-1301 0 lil 20 Sennheiser HD25011 D lil 150 

PS Audio Dl3 777 Aiwa HP-VX303 D lil 25 Sennhliser HOC 451·1 D 'i 150 

PS Audio Sl3 1.449 Aiwa HP-X105 D lil 40 Sennheiser HD565 Ovarn 0 'i 150 

PS Audio Ultralink 2 HDCD 2,590 AKG Rox 0 lil 30 Sennheiser HD265 linear D lil 150 

PS Audio Ref link 4.550 Audio Technica ATH-Pl D 'i 10 Sennheiser HD25-13 D lil 160 

Roksan AUessa-DA2 595 Audio Technica ATH-P3 D 'i 15 Sennheiser HD25 D lil 160 

Sonic Frontiers SFD-1 Mk 2 2,495 Audio Technica ATH-P5 D 'i 20 Sennheiser HO 580 P'cision D 'i 200 

Sonic Frontiers SFD-2 Mk 2 5,295 Beyer Dllll Beta D lil 20 Sennheiser HD600 D 'i 250 

Sumo Theorem 11 945 Beyer DTlll Gamma 0 lil 25 Sennheiser Lucas lil 280 

Sumo Theorem IlB 1,155 Beyer DT211 D lil 34 Sennheiser 15850 'i 859 

TEAC D·Tl 500 JYC HA-CDB8 D 'i 18 Sennheiser HE60/HEV70 'i 998 

100 TEAC D-700 600 JVC HA-0525 0 lil 20 Sennheiser Orpheus 'i 9,652 

130 Theta Digital Chroma Std 849 JVC HA-F65 D lil 20 Sony MDR-IF50K D 'i 50 

200 Theta Digital Pro Geny 1,145 JYC HA-0626 D lil 25 Sony MDR·IF120K D lil 50 

Black Box 50 480 Theta Digital Pro Prime 11 1,800 Kenwood KPM-310 D lil 18 Sony MDR-CD470 0 lil 50 

Black Box 500 750 Theta Digital Pro Basic Ill 2,990 Kenwood KPM-410 D lil 25 Sony MDR-E888 D 'i 55 

Alchemy DAC Man 150 Theta Digital Gen V SE 4,300 Maall HP-1000 D lil 20 Sony MDR-CD570 D lil 70 

Alchemy ODE vl.2 596 Theta Digital Casablanca lS 5,910 Mmll HP-2000 D lil 25 Sony MDR-IF320RK-MK2 0 lil 80 

Alchemy DDEv3.0 699 Thorens TDA-2000 700 Maxell HP-3000 0 'i 30 Sony MOR-CD770 D i 100 

Note DACl 675 Trichord Pulsar Ser One 1,395 Pioneer SE·A40 D lil 20 Sony MDR-NC5 D 'i 100 

Note DAC2 1,099 Wodia 12 1,530 Pioneer SE-A20V D 'i 23 Sony MDR-017 0 lil 130 

Note DAC3 1,750 Wodia 15 3,790 Pioneer SE-M250 D lil 25 Sony MDR-NC20 D lil 150 

2,148 Wodia 64.4 4,750 Pioneer SE-M350 0 lil 30 Sony MDR-NClO D 'i 150 

2,335 Wodia 16 7,395 Sennheiser HD56 D 'i 18 Sony MOR-CD1700 D i 200 

4.195 Wodia 7 9,995 Sennheiser HD433 D 'i 20 Stu SR-0001 E 'i 280 

4,555 Wodia 9 12,790 Sennheiser HD435 Vegas 0 'i 30 Stu SR·lambda Nova C E 'i 370 

2.195 Woodside DVAC-18 1,499 Sennheiser HD435 ManhaUan D 'i 30 Stax lambda Nova Basic E 'i 449 

900 Sennheiser HD60TV 0 'i 40 Stu SR-lambda Nova S E 'i 450 

799 Sony MDR-W20G 0 'i 18 Sill Omega E 'i 1.695 

1,850 Sony MDR-E837 D 'i 18 Stu SR-Omega Rot E 'i 1,700 

25,000 Sony MDR-009TV 0 'i 20 Technics RP-HT400 D lil 50 

150 Sony MDR·A34l D 'i 20 Technics RP-HT600 D lil 60 

2,575 Sony MDR-E848 D 'i 20 Technics RP-H1700 0 a 70 

3,850 Sony MDR·CD170 D lil 20 ViYanco IR5700 D lil 50 

1,195 Sony MDR-ED238 0 'i 25 ViYanco IR5000 D 'i 50 

1,990 Sony MDR-PITV D lil 25 ViYanco SR850 D lil 50 

150 Sony MDR·CD270 D lil 30 Vivanco SR650 D 'Q 50 

325 Sony MDR·E868 D 'i 35 Vivanco SR750 D 'i 60 

570 Sony MDR-IF120 D lil 35 ViYanco 1R6000 D 'i 70 

825 Sony MDR·CD370 D lil 40 V"wanco SR909 'i 70 

2,000 Technics RP-HT280 D lil 30 V"wanco IR6500 'i 90 

4,000 Technics RP·HT300 D lil 40 ViYanco SR10001Fl 'i 110 

8,000 V"wanco SR250 D lil 19 Vivanco IR1100 'i 120 

2,129 V"!Yinco SR150 D lil 20 ViYanco IR7600 'i 140 

8,068 ViYanco SR200 D lil 25 ViYanco SR2001Fl 'i 140 

1,950 

3,000 

1,500 
3,995 

7.995 

15,950 

1,295 
2,495 � 
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Alphason GSM17 
Alphason YSMJ7 
Alphason Rl7/IJ 
Alphason GRll/17 
Alphason YR17/IJ 
Audiot>hile Base 01 
Audiot>hilt S4Tl20 
Audiophile Furniture Base 
Audiot>hilo S4Tl20P 
C.stom Design CO-l 
C.stom Design WMB 
C.stom Design G5 
Costom Design C0-3 
C.stom Design Aspect 650 
C.stom Design Aspect 850 
C.stom Design Aspect 500AV 
Deaclrock 701 

47 Deadrock 802 

49 Deaclrock 703 

84 Deadrock 704 

125 Deaclrock 705 

AZ6 80 Fi-Rax R4 

Q-1 299 Frameworl<s Hl75 

Q-2 299 Frameworl<s FS1 

8021 55 Frameworl<s FT2 

8017 55 frameworl<s FT3 

BD25 60 Frameworl<s H700 

SE16 65 Frameworl<s H900 

SE12 65 Frameworks H500/H175 

SX500 67 lteybrook Stand-Signtaure 

F2 70 l11pulse lso-plate 

F1 70 IPW MS2 

SX600 70 IPW MS3 

Sl200 70 IPW MSI 

SE24 70 IPW3Toer 

SE20 70 IPW 5foer 

SX700 73 Kudos Audio Corinthian 

SL300 73 Unn K3000 

TP600 75 Mana Sound Frame 

TPSOO 75 Mana Mini Table 

SE615 75 Mana Power supply table 

SE515 75 Mana Relorence flat top 

SE415 75 Mana Sound Shelf 

Sl400 76 Mana Sound Base 

SE!OOOS 80 Mana Sound Stage 

40 Mana Sound Table 

CELOl 387 Mana Rei Shelf 

STD 001 284 Mana Reference Table 

Design CD 500 35 Mana 2 T10r Amp stand 

Design AS 130 35 Mana 3 Tier Amp Stand 

Design Tri 100 50 Mana 4 Tier Amp Stand 

Design RS 200 50 Mana 5 Tier Amp Stand 

Desip R/S300 70 Mana 6 Tier Amp Stand 

Desip Tri 300 85 Mission Har1< 

Desip scs 24 85 Optimum G2 

Desip C 20 109 Optimum G2/Podestal 

Desip Hl 275 Optimum G4/Pedestal 

903 60 Optimum OPT 3406 

902 60 

901 60 

Trophy 120 

Master 200 

Ultima 290 

249 

55 

59 

59 

119 

120 

120 

50 

100 

270 

70 

98 

50 

80 

80 

. 70 

99 

369 

350 

475 

497 

55 

55 

55 

65 

65 

lOO 

lOO 

105 

159 

220 

299 

349 

68 

280 

345 
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� 75 Optimum GS/Pedestal 

� 85 Optimum OPT 4906 

� 120 Optimum OPT 6606 

� 150 Optimum OPT 10206 

"" 190 Optimum AY 300 

� 79 Optimum OPT 340 

� 280 Optimum OPT 490 

� 480 Optimum OPT 440 

� 560 Optimum OPT 700 

� 70 Optimum OPT 610 

� lOO Optimum OPT 660 

� 160 Optimum OPT 1020 

� 200 Optimum OPT 1190 

� 230 Projekt A3 

� 250 Projokl A4 

� 270 Projekt 83 

� 60 Projekl A6 

"" 90 Projokt B3i 

� 130 Projekt AS 

� 190 Projekt B4 

� 230 Projekl B Multi 

� 399 Projekt B3ii 

� 130 Projekt C3 

� 150 Projekt 03 

� 285 Projokt C3i 

� 350 Projokl 85 

� 355 Projekt C3iii 

� 389 Projekl C3ii 

� 404 Projekt D3i 

� 249 Projekt C4 

� 190 Projekl C3iv 

� 45 Projekl D3ii 

� 55 Projokt C Multi 

� 80 Projekt D4 

� 80 Quadraspire Q4 mini shetl 

� lOO Quadraspire Q4 shetl 

� 600 Quadraspire Cabinet shelf 

� 85 Quadraspire AY shelf 

� 125 Quadraspire Q4 mini table 

� 150 Quadraspire Q4 table 

� 150 Quadraspire AY table 

� 150 Quadraspire Cabinet 

� 175 Roson DOMOPS 

� 175 Roson DOMOWS 

� 200 Sound Or& 1022 

� 235 Sound Or& 1021 

� 325 Sound Or& 1030 

� 350 Sound 011 1060 

� 375 Sound Org 1038 
� 450 Sound 011 1540 

� 500 Sound 011 1545 

� 600 Sound Org 1560 
� 700 Sound 011 1530 

� 298 Soundstyle X300 

� 55 Soundstyle X305 

� 85 Soundstyle X053 

� 130 Soundstylo X050 

� 149 Soundstylo X6300 

� 150 

� 199 

� 199 

� 299 

� 299 

� 299 

� 349 

� 349 

� 399 

� 399 

� 399 

� 449 

� 499 

� 145 

� 190 

� 255 

� 280 

"" 300 

� 320 

� 340 

� 345 

� 345 

� 375 

� 420 

� 420 

� 425 

� 465 

� 465 

"" 500 

� 500 

� 510 

� 545 

� 555 

� 560 

� 60 

� 60 

� 80 

� 120 

� 200 

� 200 

� 300 

� 400 

� 195 

� 195 

� 65 

� 78 

� 100 

� 120 

� 135 

� 140 

� 140 

� 160 

� 170 

� 180 

� 210 

� 210 

� 210 

� 215 

Soundstyle XIOO 
Soundstyle X058 
Soundstyle X310 
Soundstyle XI OS 
Soundstyle X6053 
Soundstyle X6100 
Soundstyle X6310 
Soundstyle X6058 
Sound style X6105 
Soundstyle Finewoods Wl05 
Stands Unique Isolation Platlorm 
Stands Unique Sound Suppol1 
Stands Unique Sound Tower 
Stands Unique Compact Sound 
Stands Unique Sound Support 10 
Stands Unique Sound Twr Cabinet 
Stands Unique Rot Wall Support 
Stands Unique Ultimate Tower 
Stands Unique Ultimate Tower 
Stands Unique Rot Floor Support 
System Tripod 1053 
System Tripod 1050 
System Tripod 1058 
Target 85 
TGwnshend Seismic Sink !CD 
TGwnshend Seismic Sink 1.30 
Townshend Seismic Sink 2.3D 
Townshend S/Sink Stand ISH 
Townshond S/Sink Stand 2SH 
Wilson Benesch Asside 
Wilson Benesch Triptych 

� 220 

� 240 

� 250 

� 250 

� 255 

� 265 

� 275 

"" 290 

� 300 

� 320 

� 52 

� 249 

� 289 

� 315 

� 315 

� 369 

� 550 

� 689 

� 689 

� 799 

� 135 

� 135 

� 155 

� 175 

� 99 

� 399 

� 449 

� 999 

� 

� 

� 

HI-Fl CHOICE 



- �-��------

Mini Monitor 
Gold Monitor 
IW51 
Ml210 
Ml310 
Ml410 
IW61 
IW81 

SX.SCIVBK 
SP·¥50 
SP·X220TBK 
SP-X550BK 
Coda 7 

lS-90UK 

Hl-Fl CHOiCE 

95 

120 

119 

80 

70 

80 

80 

99 

65 

100 

70 

90 

lOO 
100 

! 110 

! 110 

� 120 

! 120 

! 120 

! 125 

� 120 

� 60 

80 

80 

80 

90 

100 

100 

130 

60 

80 

100 

130 

129 

130 

130 

100 

100 

lOO 
120 

100 

56 

lOO 
100 

129 

130 

100 

130 

60 

80 

.tJ 

.tJ 

� 
! 

£ 
£ 

Infinity Reference lli 
lntenudio XL2000 
lllllniiHIIo XL3000 
lattnudio Xl.4000 

lamo 38 
lamo 525 
lamo 580 
la110180 
lamo Cornet 65 
lamo Studio 180 
lamo D165 
11110 68 
Ill TU121 
JPWMl510 
IPW ML610 
IPWSS551 
KEF Coda 8 

IEf Q15 
IIEF llodel 60S 
lt-LS-2000 
Mission 73li Pro 
Mission 732i 
Mordaunt·Short MS!Oi 
Mordaunt-Short VS-200 
Mordaunt·SIIorl MS20i Pearl 
Mordaunt-Short VS-300 
Monlaunt-Short MS20i 
PlouttrCS-5030 
Polk M2 
Polk RT3 
PolkA8610 
QUI Qubic111 
Rega Kyte 
Revolver Colt 
Revolver The 230 
Revolver Puroey Mkll 
Rlckard Alien Minette 3 
Rickard Alien Dim'n 5/1 Compact 
Rlckard Alien RA& 
Rogers lS1 
Slqlti1Ce200 
Solid Monitor 
5Gay SS-176£ 
Tangent Monitor 9 
Tanpnt MonHor 11 
Tannoy Mercury M2 
Tannoy Profile 631 
Tannoy Profile 631SE 
Tannoy Profile Plus 632 
TDL Rlll 
Ttc-nlcs S8-CS95 
Technics SB-M20 
Visonik 6803 
Visooik 5001 
Wharfedale Diamond 7.2 
Wllarfedalt Modus Mini 
Wllarfldale Yaldus 300 
Wllarfedale Modus Music Two 
Wlllrfldale Modus Music Four 
Wharfedale Yaldus 400 

Wllarfedale Diamond 7.3 
lYP AI 

Audio Gem Opal 
I&W CWM&i 
B&W DM602 
Bost 151 Environmental 
Bost 161 Freestyle 
Bost 201 Ser Ill 
Boston 381 
Boston CRI 
Boston 381 
Boston CR9 
llostol Voyapr 
Castle lsis 
Celtstion 23i 
Cenrin--.a VS-8 
Cenrin--.a CT-330 
Cbario S,.Ur 100 
01111021 
Dali 150 
faraday FS1 
Gale 58 
GI.L llftl&lo IC110 
lltybrook Optima 
lteytlrook Heylette 
lltybrook HB1 
lnfilily SM85 
lamo H2 
lamo Classic 4 
llmo Art 
Jamo Deco Art 
lamo D265 
lomo 307A 
1Btl.X2 
IBtTW51 
IPWMl110 
IPW Ml810 
IPW Ml910 
JVC SX-SW10 
KEF Coda 9 
11EF Model 70S 

PRICE GUIDE 

� l:l 200 lllswicll Aria 11 

� l:l 140 KLH Soundbttes System 

! l:l 160 M-A MooitDr1 
i l:l 200 M-AIIoailer 2 
i l:l 150 Mordaunt-Short MS30i 

:!1 l:l 150 llenlalnt·Short MS10i Classic 

:!1 l:l 170 llenlaont-Short MS25i 

:!1 l:l 170 Mus Tee Kestrel SE 

.tJ l:l 170 NAD IG2 

.tJ l:l 180 NHT Superlero 

.tJ l:l 200 PlotMrCS-7030 

i l:l 200 PiotMrCS-1030 

! l:l 150 PiotMrS-LC1 
� Ill 140 PolkAB505 

l:l 170 Polk M311 

l:l 200 PolkRl5 
� l:l 189 Polk RT7 

l:l 199 Polk M5 
! l:l 199 Proontoade SP1 
! l:l 200 QUQoblc 122 
� Ill 140 Rega El8 
� Ill 200 IIMim The 250 

Ill 140 Richard Alltn Dimension Fivo 1 

� l:l 150 Richard Alltn RA8 

! l:l 200 Richard Alltn RAIM 

.tJ l:l 200 Richard Alltn DiRIOnsion Five 2 

i l:l 200 ...., LS33 

i l:l 170 Jtowd Tllt EaYoy 

:!1 l:l 180 Royd Minstrel 

B l:l 200 �300 
:!1 l:l 200 Solid IICIII 

! l:l 200 Stlly SH76EB 
Ill 198 Tal.., Mercury M3 
Ill 139 Tannoy Profile Plus 633 

B l:l 169 TDL RTL 2 
� l:l 199 Vlsooik 7003 

.tJ l:l 159 Vls oolkSUB5 

i l:l 179 Wkalfldltt MFMI 
! l:l 199 Wkarftdllt Modus Music Six 

Ill 149 Wharfedale Valdus 500 

:!1 l:l 199 Yllnalll MSIOII 
� l:l 200 zyp All 

.tJ l:l 200 lYPA2S 

.tJ l:l 150 zyp A2ST 

.tJ l:l 180 

Ill 140 Acoustic Energy AE109 
Ill 149 AcaiStlc (MI1J A£120 
l:l 169 Alllso• llodel 2A 

� c 199 Audiolnnov Alto 

! l:l 200 I&O ...... CX50 
� s 150 I&O..,_CXIDO 

Ill 200 I&WCWMii 

g l:l 143 B&W DM305 

g l:l 170 I&WDSI 
� c 140 I&WCDM2 

� l:l 140 I&W 011103 

.!. s 150 I&W Siplturt 1 

i l:l 170 ._..,Pictures 

! l:l 200 Blue Room Mini Pod 

!J Ill 200 .... 301 VII1 

� l:l 200 Bose 305 
0 199 .... A'mass AM311 

Bose 401 

g 230 lloslH Micro 10 Sat 
:!1 280 8ostoll Mien> 10 Sys 
� 300 lloslH VR2D 

! 270 Clsllt Tay 
i 275 Clsllt Edtn 
! 290 Celestlon 25i 

:!1 219 Celestlon 30i 

.!. 239 Celestlon 35i 

:!1 259 Cerwin-Vega VS-10 

� 279 a-300si 

! 299 Dali 1048 

! 229 Dali Royal 

! 299 Dtl Ttch Celsius 
250 Epos ES12 

.tJ 300 faraday SG 
� 250 faraday Siren 

.!. 260 GI.L ltnqlo IC120 
! 300 GnlndiiiX3 Mk 11 
� 245 Heybrook Heylios 

.tJ 220 Heybrook Heylo 

.tJ 300 lofllity SM105 
.tJ 259 lnfioily SM115 
! 269 lnfiaity SM125 
.!. 269 11110 Classic 6 
� 250 lamo Cornet 75 

:!1 220 Jamo BX·100A 

g 250 1111011 
:!1 270 111104071 
:!1 280 111100385 
.tJ 300 11110 Conltt 95 

� 300 lamo Classic 8 

� 250 11110 Graphic 
� 300 llmo 128 

.tJ 230 llmo 8H50A 
.tJ 260 llmo Almos9htre 
.tJ 300 Jamo 477A 

! 300 IBL lXB 

.tl 299 Ill TW61 
� l:l 299 Ill PSB 

� l:l 299 Ill TW11 .tJ l:l 500 

:!1 Ill 276 Jordan Watts IHFLG � l:l 380 

B. l:l 250 IPW S$553 .tJ l:l 400 

! l:l 300 IPW ML1010 .tJ l:l 400 

� Ill 275 JPW Ruby 1 ! Ill 400 

! l:l 280 IPW Ruby 2 i l:l 500 

.tJ l:l 300 IEf Q35 .tJ l:l 349 

.tJ Ill 300 IEf Q55 .tJ l:l 499 

B. 280 KEF ROM One � Ill 499 

i 238 Keswick Aria 11 ! l:l 329 

! 230 llswick Centralo i l:l 359 

.tJ 280 Unn Sekrit :!1 l:l 395 

! 300 Mission 733i .tJ l:l 330 

:!1 220 Mission 7511 ! l:l 348 

:!1 220 MisSion 734i .tJ l:l 499 

:!1 250 M·A Monttor 3 .tJ l:l 400 

! 300 M·A Monitor 4 .tJ l:l 500 

:!1 300 llenlaunt-SIIort MS4Gi .tJ l:l 450 

! 299 Mus Tee Harrier � l:l 400 

! 270 IWII04 .tJ Ill 400 

.tJ 298 liNt Critique B Ill 385 

.tJ a 250 MHT Supertlne ! l:l 358 

.tJ l:l 239 MHT llodet 1.5 a l:l 450 

!l. l:l 249 Oriain U.. Ol-1AS ! l:l 399 

! l:l 249 Oriain U.. Monarch l:l 399 

.tJ l:l 269 Pentachord A ! l:l 469 

i l:l 249 PlotMr S-LC2 .tJ l:l 450 

! l:l 249 PolkA8705 :!1 l:l 330 

.tl l:l 269 Polk RT8 .tJ l:l 400 

:!1 l:l 249 Polk RTlO .tJ l:l 500 

.!. l:l 250 Polk A8IGS :!1 l:l 500 

.tJ l:l 250 Prvl MonitDr Co TBIS B. Ill 366 

.tJ l:l 230 Prvl MonitDr Co TB1SM l:l 403 

� Ill 299 Prof Monitor Co TB! � l:l 410 

.tl l:l 280 Prvl Moniler Co TBIM ! l:l 447 

.!. l:l 203 Prvl Moniler Co XB1 i l:l 499 

.!. l:l 259 Protnenadt SP2 i l:l 399 

! l:l 250 Prtmenadt SP3 .tJ l:l 499 

.tJ l:l 280 QlN Qubic 222 .tl Ill 400 

.tl Ill 300 Rega ELA !J l:l 498 

! l:l 300 Revolver The 260 .tl Ill 350 

! l:l 219 Rlcllaro Alien Dimension Five 3 .tJ l:l 349 

.!. l:l 275 Rlckard Alien Dimension Five 4 .tJ Ill 429 

295 Rogers db101 � Ill 399 

...., LS55 .tJ l:l 429 

.tl Ill 350 Rogers Studio 3 � Ill 499 

.tJ l:l 500 Royd The Squire .tJ l:l 350 

! l:l 420 Royd Minstrel SE .tJ l:l 399 

s Ill 329 Royd Doublet !J l:l 450 

! l:l 325 Ruorlllcon i l:l 359 

i l:l 425 Sequence 400 � Ill 329 

:!1 l:l 350 Solid Verticale .9. l:l 400 

!J Ill 350 Sptndor S2 � l:l 399 

:!1 l:l 400 Spendor 2020 � Ill 399 

! l:l 400 Sptndor SI .!. Ill 499 

.tJ l:l 500 Tannoy Profile Plus 635 !J l:l 449 

:!1 l:l 500 TDL RTL 3 !J l:l 400 

:!1 l:l 352 Ttdlnlcs SB·M300 .!. l:l 350 

� l:l 400 Technics SB·M500 .tJ l:l 450 

! l:l 380 ToleiiiMtto i l:l 495 

! Ill 430 Trlan&1e rrtus Ue i l:l 379 

� l:l 500 UJlll..Opera Opera Dueno i l:l 395 

.tl Ill 500 Visoaik TBIS i l:l 366 

� l:l 369 Wharfedale MFM3 !J l:l 350 

.tJ s 369 Wllarfedale Modus Music Eigllt .tJ l:l 360 

.tJ l:l 380 Wllarfedale MFM5 .tJ l:l 450 

! l:l 329 Wllarfedale Modus Music 1 6 460 

� l:l 449 

.tJ l:l 399 Acoustic Energy AEI-11 l:l 795 

.tJ l:l 449 Alll$on Model 3A s 525 

.tJ l:l 499 Audio Gem Emerald !:1 l:l 540 

!J Ill 350 Audio Note AN·K/0 .!. l:l 620 

! l:l 395 Audio Note AN·l/B ! l:l 799 

.tJ Ill 370 1&0 Beolab 2500 ! l:l 750 

.tJ s 500 B&WCDMl g c 600 

!l. l:l 395 B&WP4 .tJ Ill 675 

� Ill 499 Bose S£.5 Ser 11 System .tJ Ill 760 

s l:l 345 Bose A'mass AM5 11 .!. c 800 

� Ill 445 Boston VR30 .tJ c 600 

.tJ Ill 420 Bostotl Micro 90 Sys .tJ s 669 

.tJ l:l 350 Castle Severn Ill 539 

! Ill 389 Castle Avon !J c 699 

.tl c 439 Celestlon 45i .tJ s 599 

.!. l:l 350 Cerwin·-.a VS-12 .tJ Ill 550 

.tJ l:l 400 Cerwin--.a VS-15 .tJ l:l 700 

.tJ l:l 500 Ckario S,.Ur lOOT .tJ l:l 550 

.tJ l:l 330 Clttnents 680si .tJ l:l 595 

!J c 330 Dali 107 .tJ l:l 600 

.tJ Ill 350 Dali 350 .tJ l:l 600 

.tJ l:l 350 Dali 450 .tJ l:l 700 

.1. l:l 350 Dali 109 .tJ l:l 800 

.tJ l:l 400 Dtl Ttch BP&B .tJ l:l 750 

.tJ l:l 400 Epos ES14 £ l:l 675 

.tJ l:l 400 farldar FS10 .tJ l:l 795 

.1. l:l 400 Glllmagio IC130 .tJ l:l 530 

.tJ l:l 450 Harbeth BBC lS3/5A l:l 699 

.tJ c 450 Harlloth Hl-P3ES .!. Ill 799 

:!1 l:l 480 lteytlrook Ultima .tJ l:l 649 

.tl Ill 500 Heybrook Quartet £ l:l 649 

.tJ l:l 350 Infinity SM155 .tJ l:l 550 

! l:l 400 Jamo BX-2DOA .tJ c 530 

... ! c 500 Jamo Classic 10 .tJ l:l 600 
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QL.Jj Prestiee il !;] ,500 
Ql.Jj Sia- Splitfield g !;] ,500 
Rega XEL il !;] ,040 
RMS Revelation S I il !;] .299 
Rogers Studio 7 !;] 899 
Rogers C6/28 il !;] 
Roksan Ojan 3X il !;] 
Royd The Albion i !;] 
Ruart< Broadsword 11 i !;] 
Ruart< Paladin il !;] 
Shahinian Super m B !;] 
Shahinian Compass il !;] 
Sonus Faber Minuetto � !;] 898 
Sonus Faber Concerto � !;] 098 
Spendor 2040 il !;] 899 
Spendor SP2/3E i !;] ,050 
Spendor SP!/2E B. !;] ,390 
Tannoy Definition 0300 il !;] 999 
TDL Studio I M il !;] 899 
Technics SB-M!OOO il !;] ,500 
Totem Model One � !;] 195 
Trianlle Antal il !;] ,099 
UKD-Opera Callas 11 i !;] 950 
UKD-Opera Opera Terza il !;] 999 
UKD-Opera Callas Gold i !;] ,050 
UKD-Opera Divina 11 i !;] ,500 
Yandersteen 2Ce il !;] ,395 

Acoustic Energy AE! Sig 
Acoustic Energy AE2 Sig B. 
Alon Alon 11 il 
Ambience Mod 3.2 i 
Apertura Tanagra il 
Apertura Tanagra Sig. il 
ATC SCM20 � 
ATC SCM20 Tower il 
Audio Note AN-E/D i 
Audio Note AN-E!SPx R 
Audio Physic Spart< 2 � 
Audio Physic Tempo il 
Audiovector 5 il 
Avalon Monitor � 
8&0 Beolab 6000 il 
8&0 Beolab 8000 il 
8&0 Beolab Penta 3 il 
B&W Matrix 804 il 
B&W Matrix 803s2 il 

Jamo SOlA il !;] 700 Sonus Faber Concertino � !;] 599 Del loch BPIOB il !;] 1.500 B&W Matrix 802s3 il 

JBL LX7 il !;] 550 Spendor 2030 il !;] 599 Oynaudio Contour 1.1 B !;] 879 Bose 901 VI a 

JBL TWII il !;] 600 Spet1dor LS315A B !;] 630 Oynaudio Contour 1.3 B. !;] 1,198 Boston Lynfield 300L a 

JBL L20 � !;] 700 Spendor SP3/!P � !;] 795 Electrocompaniet EC-Qube B !;] 1,195 Bravura Virtuoso il 

JBL PS12 il !;] 750 Tannoy Profile Plus 637 .iJ !;] 549 Electrocompaniet EC-Qube SE !;] 1.495 Carver AL-liiP il 

Jordan Watts JH200 B !;] 510 Tannoy Profile Plus 638 .iJ !;] 649 Epos ES22 il c 1.185 Cary SP-301 il 

Jordan Watts JH400 � !;] 565 Tannoy Definrtion 0100 � !;] 689 Gamma Epoch il c 1,499 Celestion A3 il 

JPW Ruby 3 il !;] 800 TDL T-Line 2 il !;] 550 Harbeth HL-K6 B c 1,049 Celestion Kingston il 

IIEF LS3/5a i !;] 649 TDL T-Une 3 .iJ !;] 750 Harbeth HL-Compact 7 c 1,499 Chord LS5/12A a 

IIEF ROM Two B !;] 699 Totem Rokk R !;] 695 Harbeth BBC LS5/12A c 1,499 Chord CEL 201 B 

IIEFOIS il !;] 799 Trianate Comete TZe � !;] 525 Heybrook Sextet il c 199 Chord CEL 202 il 

Keswick Volante il !;] 629 Trianlle Lunn il !;] 550 Impulse Kora il [ll 1,150 Chord CEL 301 il 

Unn Tukan Passive B !;] 550 TrianiJe Zephyr il !;] 799 Jamo 707i il c 900 Clements Reference 7 il 

Linn Keilidh Passive .iJ !;] 750 UKD-Opera Opera Seconda � !;] 595 Jamo Concert 8 il !;] 1.300 Credo SPB 003 il 

llaaticore Minaret B. !;] 690 UKD-Opera Operetta 11 B. c 770 JBL L40 � c 1.000 Credo SPB 009 il 

lleridian A500 il c 750 UKD-Opera Opera Platea il c 795 JBL PS!5 .iJ c 1,000 Oali Grand Coupe il 

Mission 7521 il c 578 Wharfedale MFM7 650 JBL LBO .iJ c 1,250 Del loch BP2002 il 

Mission 735i il c 650 JBL L90 il c 1 500 Dynaudio Contour 1.8 il 

Mission 7531 il !;] 798 Acoustic Energy AE2-II � c 1,095 Jordan watts JH!+l .iJ c 995 Oynaudio Cram i 

M-A Studio 2SE !;] 600 Alon Alon Petite B. c 999 JPW Ruby 4 .iJ c 1,000 ECA Sei'YO A.2 il 

M-A 700 PMC � !;] 600 Alon Alon I il !;] 1,500 IIEF 075 .iJ c 999 ELS Res'ch Vision il 

M-A 702PMC � c 700 Ambience Mod. 4.0 � c 1,185 IIEF Ref. Model One .iJ c 1,199 Epos ES25 il 

M-A 703PMC il c 800 Apertura Prima il c 920 Keswick Torino .iJ c 899 Gamma Epoch Ref Five il 

Mordaunt-Short MS50i il !;] 550 Apertura Agora B !;] 1,095 Keswick Figaro Evolution � c 899 Halos RIYelation Three il 

Mus Tee Falcon il c 575 Apertura Nova il c 1,295 Keswick Milano .iJ c 1,099 Hates Concept Two il 

Naim lntro il c 660 ATC SCM!O B. c 999 Keswick Amber .iJ c 1,399 Harbeth HL-S8 il 

Neat Mystique il c 575 Audio Note AN-J!D B c 930 Unn Tukan Aktiv c 1,050 Helius Syrius 11 il 

Neat Petite 11 � !;] 745 Audio Note AN-K/SPx � c 1,060 Unn Keilidh Aktiv .iJ c 1,250 Holius Syrius I il 

�n Live Resolution g c 732 Aud10 Note AN-E/B .iJ c 1.299 L Voice Auditorium il [ll 1,300 Homin& Aristophane il 

�n Uve Victory il c 750 Audio Note AN-J/SPx � c 1,415 l.owther Accolade 2 il [ll 1,199 Impulse Lali il 

Pentachord B � !;] 519 Audio Physic Step � c 1,299 Lumltr IJM3.5 il c 1,050 Jamo Concert 11 il 

l'lotKhord Pentode il c 729 AudiGYoc:tor ZX il c 850 M1£11eplanar SMG-C SE il 0 990 JBLUOO il 

Palk RT!2 il c 600 Audiovector 3X .iJ c 1.500 MaEftlplanar MG-0,6 SE il 0 1,370 Jordan Watts JH2K il 

Polk RT16 il c 799 AVI Positron il c 899 Meridian Ar&ent 1 .9. c 995 KEF Ref. Model Two .iJ 

Polk LS50 .iJ c 800 8&0 Beolab 4000 il c 1,100 lission 754f il c 298 IIEF Ref. Model Three il 

l'nlac Tablette 50 .9. !;] 599 B&W PS il c 875 M-A Studio 12 .iJ c 1.000 Linn Kaber Passive .iJ 

l'nlac Studio 100 .9. c 699 B&W DM604 il c 1,000 M-A 105PMC il c 1,400 Unn Kaber Aktiv il 

Promenade SP4 il c 650 B&W P6 il !;] 1,095 Mordaunt-Short Pert 820 il c 1,495 Lowther Fidelio il 

QUI Classic One i !;] 800 B&W Matnx 805 V � c 1.095 Mus Tee Condor il c 845 Lowther Academy il 

Quad 101. i c 600 Bandor Trident � c 846 Mus Tee Hawk il c 1,250 Lowther Bel Canto il 

C6!20 s c 533 Bandor Mora il c 1,260 Mus Tee Eaate .iJ c 1,500 Lumley IJM2 Mk3 il 

Rogers LS3/5A � !;] 699 Bandor Bandora il c 1,340 Naim Credo .iJ c 1,060 M1£11eplanar MG-10 SE il 

Rogers Studio 5 � !;] 699 Bose A'mass AMI � !;] 900 NHT VT-1.2 .iJ c 999 M1£11eplanar MG-1,5 SE .iJ 

�nC6/25 il c 763 Boston VR40 il c 1,000 Ori&in Live Soveriegn .iJ c 975 llagntplanar MG-2,7 SE .iJ 

oksan ROKone 1 � !;] 595 Castle Harlech il c 849 Pink Triangle Yentrical .iJ !;] 999 Manticore Matisse .iJ 

oksan Ojan 3 il c 795 Castle Howard 52 il c 1.199 Polk LSJO .iJ c 1200 llartin-Logan Aerius i .iJ 

oyd The Sorcerer c 595 Celestion A! g c 899 Polk RT20p .iJ c 1,500 Meridian M60 B 

oyd Abbot il c 665 Celestion A2 il c 1,499 Proac Tablatte 50 SIG c 899 M-A Studio 20SE .iJ 

Roart< Tamplar 11 il c 599 Cerwin-Vega AL-1000 il c 1,100 Proac Response 1 SC c 1,199 Mordaunt-Short Pert 860 il 

Ruarll Sceptre B c 599 Cerwin-Voga 1515 il c 1,300 l'nlac Studio !50 .iJ c 1,399 Mordaunt-Short Pert 880 il 

uark Talisman 11 il c 749 Chario Academy I g c 1,300 Pro! Monitor Co LB! ' c 935 Maim SBL Active il 

oart< Prologue One il c 799 Clements Reference 1 B c 995 Pro! Monitor Co AB! � c 1.496 Naim SBL Passive il 

D Acoustics SD3R � c 649 Dali 850 il c 1,100 QLN Signature � !;] , 000 Neolith NEO 1 i 

� c 695 Del Tech 8P8B il c 1,000 Ql.Jj Signature HDII � c 1.200 NHT VT-2 il 
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Origin live Conqueror ;iJ � 1,650 Linn Keltik Aktiv ;iJ � 6,000 Castle Keep n 249 
Paragon Jubilee ;iJ � 1,995 L Voice Air Scout ;iJ [ll!9,500 Celestion CC! n 89 
Pentachord P'column ;iJ � 1,649 L Voice Air Partner S ;iJ [ll 37,200 Celestion CSC n 129 
Polk lS90 ;iJ � 1,700 lowther Delphic :l:l [ll 3,099 Celestion Centre 2 n 149 
Posselt Albatross ;iJ [ll 2,500 lowther Opus One :l:l [ll 4,999 Celestion Cli n 150 
Proac Response 2S � � 2,000 lumley liM 2 Si g. M k3 :l:l � 4,500 Cerwin-Vega CC-240 n 80 
Proac Studio 250 ;iJ � 2,249 Magneplanar MG-3.5SE :l:l 0 3,800 Cerwin-Vega CC-250 n lOO 
Proac Response 2.5 ;iJ � 2,700 Magneplanar MG-20 SE P :l:l 0 10,300 Dali SC5 n 220 
Prof Monitor Co IBIS £ � 2,099 Magneplanar MG-20 SE A :l:l 0 11,000 Del Tech C!jr n 275 
QlN Reference ;iJ � 2,000 Martin-logan SL3 :l:l 0 3.499 Del Tech CIB n 395 
QlN Reference HDII ;iJ � 2,500 Martin-logan CLS llz :l:l 0 4,555 Del Tech ClR!DOOB n 595 
Rehdeko RK115 � � 1,700 Martin-logan Re-Quest :l:l 0 5,875 Del Tech ClR2D02 n 595 
Rogers lS5/9 � � 1,531 Martin-logan Monolith S :l:l 0 7,440 Del Tech ClR2DOO n 845 
Rogers Studio 9 ;iJ � 1,549 Martin-logan Monolith IIIP :l:l 0 8,550 Dynaudio Audience CC n 425 
Ruark Crusader 11 ;iJ � 1,599 Martin-logan Monolith IIIXPB :l:l 0 11,900 Dynaudio Contour CC n 850 
Ruark Equinox � � 1,849 Meridian DSP5000 ;iJ � 3,295 Gale Centre ! n 80 
Ruark Accolade ;iJ � 2,699 Meridian DSP55DO :l:l � 5,950 Gale Centre 2 n 120 
SD Acoustics SOS ;iJ � 1 ,549 Meridian DSP6000 ;iJ � 9,400 Gll Arena AV Centre n 100 
SO Acoustics SOlE ;iJ � 2,995 M-A Studio 50 :l:l � 4,000 Infinity SM Video n 175 
Shahinian Arc ;iJ � 1,875 M·A Studio 60 :l:l � 6,000 Infinity Centre n 650 
Shahinian Obelisk ;iJ � 2,695 Nairn DBl Active :l:l � 7,414 Jamo Centre 30 n 60 
Silverado Silverado I B c 1,995 Neol�h NEO 2 B � 3.499 Jamo Centre 50.11 n 80 
Sonus Faber Minima Amator B. � 1,566 Neolith NEO 3 :l:l � 4,999 Jamo Centre 40 n lOO B&W SCM8 o:D1,190 
Sound-lab Quantum ;iJ 0 2,150 NHT Model 3.3 :l:l � 3,500 Jamo Centre lOO 11 n 130 Boston VRS Micro 170 
Spendor SP7 /1 ;iJ � 1,990 Paragon Regent :l:l � 3,490 Jamo Centre 18 n !50 Boston CRX 200 
Spendor SP!DO ;iJ � 2,099 Proac Response 3.5 :l:l � 4,250 Jamo Centre 160 n 180 Boston YRS 299 
Tannoy Definition 0500 ;iJ � 1,999 Proac Response 4 :l:l � 12,000 Jamo Centre 200 n 200 Boston YRS Pro mD 370 
Tannoy Stirling TW ;iJ � 2,200 Prof Monitor Co MBIP i � 4,370 Jamo Concert Centre n 500 Cefestion Little I 99 
Tannoy Definition 0700 ;iJ � 2,500 Prof Monitor Co 885/P i � 6,270 JBl MR Centre n 100 Cefestion MPI 199 
ml Studio Monitor-m ;iJ � 2,449 QlN Artec 1600 :l:l � 4,500 JBl TlX103 n lOO Cerwin-Yega SA-140 100 
Totem Mann-2 � � 2,795 Quad ESL63 ;iJ 0 3,450 JBl SC305 n 150 Cerwin-Yega SA-150 140 
Triangle lays ;iJ � 1,750 Rehdeko RKI25 i � 3,200 JBl lX Centre n 150 Oali SS5 220 
Triangle Altinis ;iJ � 2,250 Rehdeko RKI45 i � 4,800 JBl l Centre n 350 Del Tech BPIX 395 
Triangle Extan ;iJ � 2,950 Rehdeko RKI75 :l:l � 8,800 JPW Mini Mon�or n 40 Del Tech BP2X 595 
UKD-0 era Caruso 11 2 350 Shahinian Hawk :l:l � 4,995 JPW Gold Monitor n 50 Del Tech BPX 1,095 

Shahinian Diapason :l:l � 8,895 JPW CC40 n 80 Dynaudio Audience 5 398 
Acoustic Energy AE5 ;iJ � 7,995 Shun Mook Bella Voce :l:l � 5,500 JPW CC50 n 90 HJK C�tion 7.3 o:D1,750 
Alon Alon IV ;iJ � 3,500 Sonus Faber Electa Amator B � 3,293 JPW CC60 n 100 Infinity Quadrapole 500 
Alon Alon V Mk2 ;iJ � 5,000 Sonus Faber Exlrema B � 6,500 JPW CC70 n 130 Jamo Surround 40 60 
Alon Adriana B. � 9,000 Sound-lab Dynastat ;iJ 0 3,790 KIF Model 80C n 129 Jamo Surround 50 11 70 
Alon Phalanx ;iJ � 19,000 Sound-lab Aura :l:l 0 6,490 KfF Q95C n 199 Jamo Surround 100 11 90 
Ambience Mod 5.0 ;iJ � 9,550 Sound-lab Pristine Ill+ :l:l 0 7,990 KIF Model lOO n 359 Jamo Comet 35 120 
Apertura Athena ;iJ � 4,395 Sound-lab A-3 :l:l 0 11,990 KIF Model 200C n 699 Jamo Surround 160 130 
Apertura Atlante ;iJ � 6,995 Sound-lab Ultimate 11 :l:l 0 13,950 Kenwood CS-6 n 150 Jamo Surround 200 170 
ATC SCM20A � � 3,049 Sound-lab A-I :l:l 0 13,990 Keswick Centrali n 359 Jamo Surround 300 280 
ATC SCM50 ;iJ c 3,750 Sound-lab Ultimate Ill :l:l 0 18,950 Linn AV5120 n 650 Jamo Surround One mD 550 
ATC SCMIOO ;iJ � 4,499 Sound-lab Ultimate I :l:l 0 23,950 Martin-Logan Logos n 1,998 JBl lX Surround 180 
ATC SCM50A ;iJ � 5,250 Spendor SP9/I :l:l � 3,450 Meridian M60C n 1,125 JPW Satellites 80 
ATC SCMIDOA ;iJ � 5,999 Tannoy Edinburgh TW :l:l [ll 3,250 Meridian M60C n 1,125 KIF Model AV2 mD 539 
ATC SCM2DOA ;iJ � 12,999 Tannoy Definition 0900 :l:l � 3,999 Meridian DSP5000C n 1,750 Kenwood RS-05 80 
ATC SCM3DOA ;iJ � 14,999 Tannoy GRF Memory TW :l:l � �.000 Meridian DSP5500C n 3,095 Kenwood CM-SES 80 
Audio Note AN-JSE Silver � � 7.900 Tannoy Westminster TW ;iJ [ll 6,600 Meridian DSP6000C n 4.900 Ktnwood RS-550 100 
Audio Note AN-ESE Silver � � 9,600 Tannoy Canterbury 15 TW :l:l [ll 7,720 M&K S-85C n 400 Kenwood CM-7ES 100 
Audio Physic Virgo 2 :l:l � 3,399 Tannoy Westminster Royal :l:l [lll4,920 M&K S-125C n 600 Kenwood Omni 7 170 
Audio Physic Avanti 2 ;iJ c 6,699 ml Rei Standard-m ;iJ � 4,999 M&K S-150C (THX) n mD 800 Martin-logan Stylos 2,872 
Audio Physic Caldera ;iJ � 10,599 Triangle Nemo Altiar :l:l � 4,250 Mission 73C n !50 Mission 73 100 
Audio Physic Medea ;iJ � 24,999 Wilson Audio Cub :l:l � 5,495 Mission 75C n 248 Mordaunt-Short VS-IOOR 90 
Audiovector 6 ;iJ � 4,600 Wilson Audio WAn 5 i � 8,750 M·A CC300 n 300 Mus Tee Kestrel SE 345 

valon Avatar ;iJ � 4,495 Wilson Audio WITI i � 8,888 M-A CC900 n 500 NAD 805RC 150 
Avalon Arcus ;iJ � 6,000 Wilson Benesch Actor :l:l � 3,800 M·A CC70 n 600 NHT HOP-I 299 
Avalon Eclipse ;iJ � 6,495 Wilson Benesch ACT! spkr ;iJ � 6,400 Mordaunt-Short VS-IOOC n lOO Pofk RM2000 11 350 
Avalon Radian ;iJ � 10,995 Mordaunt-Short MSCi n 180 Pofk RT fix 350 
Avalon Osiris ;iJ � 72,000 Mus Tee Merlin n 200 Polk lS f/x Surround 449 
B&W Matrix 80ls3 :l:l � 3,995 Mus Tee Osprey n 250 Revolver The Ricochet Rear 80 
B&W Silver Signature B � 5,500 NAD 808CC n 170 Richard Alien Satellites 99 
B&W Nautilus ;iJ � 5,000 NHT AudioCenter-1 n 299 Richard Alien Dimension Cubes 139 
Bandor Bandoline ;iJ � 3,290 Polk M3 C n 120 Sony SS-SRI5 40 
Bandor Bandora/Mora ;iJ � 3,290 Polk CS!Ol n 120 Sony SS-SR35 100 
Boston lynfield 500L ;iJ � 4.449 Polk CS200 n 170 Sony SS-SR65ES 170 
Bravura Virtuoso Silver ;iJ [ll 3,195 Polk A8705C n 180 Tannoy Profile Plus 628 149 
Bravura Virtuoso Gold ;iJ [ll 3,395 Polk RM2500C n 249 Triangle SAT 11 250 
Bravura Accelerando ;iJ [ll 6,600 Polk CS250 n 250 Wharfedale Modus Cube 60 
Chario Academy 3 Junior ;iJ � 6,000 Polk CS350 n 450 Yamaha NS-E60 80 
Chario Academy 3 ;iJ � 9,000 Proac Response CC One n 599 Yamaha NS-EI05 110 
Credo SPB 012 ;iJ c 3,147 Revolver The Ricochet Ctr n 50 
Credo SOl 001 ;iJ � 5,677 Richard Alien Centre n 49 
Oali Grand ;iJ � 4,000 Richard Alien Centre plus n 99 
Del Tech BP2000 ;iJ � 3,600 Richard Alien Dimension Ctr Pod n 149 
Dynaudio Contour 2.8 ;iJ � 3,198 Richard Alien Magnum Ctr Pod n 249 
Dynaudio Contour 3.3 ;iJ � 4,815 Royd AV77 n 250 
Dynaudio Confidence 3 ;iJ � 4,846 Ruark Dialogue One 289 
Dynaudio Confidence 5 :l:l � 5,924 Solid CIOO n 130 
Dynaudio Consequence ;iJ � 14,566 Sony SS·CNI5 n 40 
ElS Res'ch Vista ;iJ 0 3,900 Sony SS-CN35 n 70 
ElS Res'ch Illusion Mkll ;iJ 0 9.000 Sony SS-CN65ES n 130 
Fase Evoluzione Aria s � 3,100 Spendor 2010 249 

Alwa TS·W9 
Genesis 400 ;iJ � 4,000 Tannoy Profile Plus 621 n 99 Allison Mini Rei Sub 
Genesis V ;iJ � 15,000 Tannoy Profile Plus 622 n 179 

Alon Poseidon 
Genesis 300 ;iJ � 27,500 Acoustic Energy AE107C n !50 Tannoy Definition 0750 n mD 999 

AMC 81·20 
Halos Concept Three ;iJ � 4,350 Allison Black Gold Centre n 99 ml Nucleus CCS n !50 

Audio Physic Terra 
Halos Concept Five ;iJ � 6,350 B&W CC3 n !50 TEAC LS-CT8 n 80 

B&W ASS 
Homing Agathon ;iJ [ll 3,555 B&W CC6 n 230 Triangle Sat ! n 399 

B&W Matrix 8DOASW 
Impulse Ta'us ;iJ [ll 3,100 B&W Matrix HTM n 500 Wharfedale Modus Centre Cube n 50 

Boston CR400 
Infinity Sigma ;iJ � 5,995 Bandor Voice n 317 Wharfedale Valdus Centre n lOO 

Boston YR500 
Infinity Epsilon ;iJ � 9,995 Boston CRI n 100 Wharfedale Modus Centre n 120 

Boston VR2000 
Jamo Oriel ;iJ � 7,000 Boston Centre 6 n 130 Wharfedale Modus Music Centre n 150 Celestion CS!35 
Bl 52600 ;iJ � 3,500 Boston Micro 90 Cntr n 180 Yamaha NS-C60 n 60 

Celeslion CSW Mkll 
JBl S3100 ;iJ � 4,000 Boston Centre 7 n 200 Yamaha NS-C!05 n 80 

Celostion Sli 
Jordan Watts JH5K ;iJ � 3,950 Boston CR2 n 200 Yamaha NS-CI50 n 110 

Cerwin-Vega HT-lOO 
Jordan Watts JHIOK ;iJ � 7,570 Boston YRIO n 250 lYP AI TAY Centre n 109 Cerwin-Vega HT-120 
KfF Ref. Model Four ;iJ � 3,299 Boston YRI2 n 300 Credo SDC DOl � 
Keswick Zero 2 ;iJ � 6,000 Boston YRI4 n mD 400 GU lE Bass 
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PRICE GUIDE 
---- ---��������������� ��� �-

@! Air Tangent lOB # 59 RDS 150 Thorens TD-!BO AT91 190 
Air Tangent Ref. Si� # 59 RDS 200 Thorens TD-2BO IV/UK 210 
Audio Note AN-ARM 1 ® 60 RDS 600 Thorens TD-166 VI/UK/RB 400 
Audio Note AN-Os ® 30 695 Therens TD-318 Ill TP50 500 

(ill Audio Note AN-Is ® '30 350 
� Audiometa SLS # 16 895 Audio Note AN-TT 2 995 
� Clearaudio TQ-11 mproved Micromega Minium FM Mk2 P39 329 Audio Note AN-TT 3 1,995 
(ill Dynavector 507 ® 1cromega Tuner 39 750 Audiomeca Romance 1,895 
� Graham 1.5 Basic ® >,fission Cyrus FM7 29 400 Audiomeca Jl 3,500 
@! Graham Mk 2.0 ® usical Fidelity E50 P20 300 Basis 2001 2,750 
� Htlius Orion 4 Copper ® NAO 412 P24 190 Basis. Ovation 11 4.800 
� Htlius Cyalene 2 ® NAD 414RDS P30 RDS 250 Basis Debut Gold Std Ill 7,200 
0 Kuzma Stoai ® NAD 710 P24 270 Basis Debut Gold Vacuum 9,250 
0 Kuz ma Stogi Reference NAD 712 P24 330 Clearaudio Evolution 01 • 1.790 

Unn AkHo 500 Nairn NAT03 595 Clearaudio Relerence 4,500 

� linn Ekos 500 Nairn NAT02 1,080 DNM-Reson Rota 1 01 • 3,900 
0 Manticore Musician 11 595 Natm NATO! .730 ONM-Reson Rota 2 01 • 5.600 

(ill Manticore Magician 11 895 Onkyo T 4210RDS P30 RDS 180 Impulse MoskHo 01 695 
0 Manticore Magician 11 995 Onkyo T 409 P30 230 Kuzma Stabi 1,950 
(ill Moth Mkl 109 Onkyo T 411RDS P30 RDS 260 Kuzma Stabi Reference 3,750 

Moth MKIII Stainless ® 146 Pioneer F-204ROS P30 RDS 140 Ltnn LP12 Basik uoo 
Moth Mk Ill Tungsten ® 174 Pioneer F-304ROS P40 RDS 190 .Linn LP12 Lingo 1.750 

� Moth Moth 900 ® 598 Pioneer F-504ROS 40 DS 250 Manticore Mantra 97 595 
llaim ARO ® Quad 77FM P25 RDS 700 Manticore Mantra 895 

1,500 N'ham Space ® 450 Rep Radio P24 229 Manticore Magister 4,400 
� 1,595 N'ham Paragon 3 # 550 Roksan Caspian P50 495 Marantz TT-1000 6,000 
� 450 N'ham Paragon 2 # 800 Rote! RT-935AX 20 ,6Q Mich ell Gyrodek 825 
(:!) 650 N'ham Mentor ® 800 Hotel RT-990BX P16 500 Michell Orbe 1,950 
(ill 800 ll'ham Paragon 1 # ,600 Sony ST-SE200 P30 lOO N'ham Spacedeck 750 
� 900 Rega RB250 ® 109 Sony ST-SE300 P30 RDS 120 N'ham Graphic 1,200 
(ill 1,500 Rega RB300 174 Sony ST-SE500 P30 RDS 140 N'ham HyperSpacedeck 1,500 
� 1,800 RepRB900 ® 598 Sony ST-S£700 P30 RDS 180 N'ham Mentor 2,600 
(ill 2,500 Roksan Tabriz ® 320 Sony ST-SA3ES P30 DS 250 N'ham Anna Log 5,500 
� 2,900 Roksan Tabriz Zi ® 420 TEAC T-R400 P20 110 Oracle Paris 1,100 
(ill 450 Roksan Artemiz ® 895 TEAC T-H500 P30 RDS 170 Oracle Delphi 3,370 
(ill 548 SME 3009 Ser ll lmp ® 309 TEAC TB-X!O P20 RDS 400 Oracle Delphi 15th Anniv 3,800 

T2000 (ill 500 SME 3009 S2 Ser ll lmp ® 338 Technics ST-GT350L n 0 150 Pink Trianate Tarantella 579 
(:!) 650 SME Series 11 3009-R ® 514 Technics ST-GT550L RDS Pink Triangle Anniversary 2,500 

0 1,890 SME Series 11 3010-R ® 526 Technics ST-GT650L RDS Pro-Ject 6/Sumiko 01 850 
(ill 3,790 SME Series 11 3012-R ® 565 Thorens TRT-2000 DS Rega Planar 9 01 1,598 

1,095 SME 309 ® 668 Yamaha TX-480L Reson RSI 01 675 
609 SME 310 ® 705 Roksan Xerxes 10 1,295 

0 350 SME 312 ® 802 Roksan TMS 2,750 
0 500 SME Series IV ® 983 SME Model 2on 3,403 
� 750 SME Series V ® 461 SME Model 20nA 01 4,836 
(:!) 375 Townshend Excalibur SME Model 30n 10,675 
� 495 Wheaton Music Tri-Pianar 4i SME Model 30nA 01 12,135 
0 575 Wheaton Music Tri-Pianar Si Stratosphere STl 6,500 
0 695 Wilson Benesch ACT! Std Thorens TD-146 VI TP50 01 550 
(ill 995 Wilson Benesch ACT2 Thorens TD-2001 TP90 01 700 
� 1,795 Zeta AS Therens T0-520 SME 1,050 
0 3,995 Zeta VDH Townshend Mklll Rock 1.499 

100 Well Tempered Record Player 01 1 .850 
0 149 Well Temperad Classic 01 2,980 
(:!) 499 Well Tempered Super 01 3,900 
0 699 Well Temperad Relerence 01 5,300 

379 Wilson Benesch WB Turntable 1.775 
549 
795 
249 

0 350 
0 230 

Remember 0 1.600 
0 599 

200 

that all entries 0 650 
c 399 
0 499 

printed 
• 

RED 0 599 Eclipse TT430 70 ID 
(ill 699 Geneua Lab-710 60 
� 999 Geneua Lab-810 70 

refer to hi-fi 0 1,099 Grundig TT! 180 
0 1,299 Kenwood KD-492F lOO 
0 1,999 Michell Mycro 435 

products 180 Moth Alamo 01 199 
0 350 Moth Kanoot Mkl Arm 01 279 

8,450 Moth Kanoot Mk3 Arm 01 329 

that we have Arca m Alpha 7 HAD 533 01 • 220 

Arcam Alpha 8 N'ham Interspace 500 

Arcam Delta 280 Pioneer PL-J2500-C 01 • 80 

reviewed. Audtolab SOOOT Pioneer PL-990 01 • 130 

Aura TU80 Pro-Ject 0.5/0M!O 01 • 160 
AYI S2000MT Pro-Ject 1/510 01 • 200 

Turn to AYI S2000MT2 Pro-Ject 21520 01 • 300 page 
Carver TX-8R Pro-Ject 6!MC15 01 • 450 

Creek T43 Rep Planar 78 01 214 

122 for a full Rega Planar 2 01 214 
Rega Planar 3 01 274 
Roksan Rad1us 470 

Dtnon TU-215RD Sherwood PM8550 01 • 130 summary 
Denon TU-425RD Sony PS-L.XISOH 01 • 90 

Grundi& Tl2 Sony PS-L.X300H 01 • 150 

of test results! H/K TU930 Systemdek 1 /920 136 

H/K TU950 Systemdek IIX/900 01 230 

Kenwood KT-2080 Syslemdek 1/920/Motll 01 235 

Kenwood KT-3080 Systemdek IIXE/900Ap 388 

Unn Kudos Systemdek 960 500 

llnn Kremlin Systemdek 2X2 500 

Magnum Dynalab FTll Technics SL-8020 01 • 160 
Magnum Dynalab FT-!OlA Technics SL-BD22 01 • 180 

Magnum Dynalab Etude Technics Sl-1210Mkll 01 500 

Dynalab 108 Technics SL-1200Mkll 01 500 
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THE DIRECTORY 
-

T 
he amplifier sits at the heart of the sy.;tem, jiD::eSSirg the CXJtp..rts 
from the various music sources as necessary and then driving 

the loudspeakers. These two (quite separate) functions are 

integrated into a single txJx at the klw-trrmiddle price points, but become 
separated into preamps and power amplifiers. Even separate power 

supplies become increasingly common as one moves upmarket. 

related. Some of the finest amplifiers available have outputs as low as 

12 Watts, but team them with high-€fliciency loudspeal<ers and you can 

achieve loudness aplenty. 

Power output is equally no indication of sound quality. 

Bear in mind that output power and sound quality are not necessarily 
Cll Best buy � Recommended 

LIE N'UIS: Amo011t t1 qu soclolls llr ...,..q� """"" m 
as CO plljors, bJIIB and C8SSBIIt docks. 
• 1'110110 III'UT: K MlliJ1l has a� phono qu fir fTIOI'irw 
lll8fllll (rmnol cU!U) cariJil¥ls. 

IIIC 1'110110 111'111: K., � has a vinyl phono �fur 
ITIOI'irw ail (low cU!lJI) car1qes. 
R£IIIII COIIIROI.: K anp is coucll!Xia1D ready. 

HEAIIPitONE SOCIIn K., � is can friendl;. 

POMR OOIPIII (W): Lab- IX"'JW!U i1 IValls i><cllam!l 
R££EMR: K an amp has a llJi• in rad� tuneo: 
fArnUCI( NUMBER: The FactsbacJ< refererol fur orrleril'€ a lax 
C0J71 of the review. Use the contents page to find the Facts back 

inloonation page. 
ISSUE NUMBER: The issue of Hi-Fi Choice in whK:h the ori�nal 

reviewaweared. 

r---

INTEGRATED AMPLIFIERS 
ll.t, P.tq, '".tu. � :!'q41 �_, Q. '�t'.t 3'(1� ��� ... ::: �� ... ;: �� ... :,.u"'»�3'qc�/:f�'�'f:+#�:(l•# �., 

. ..  
Alchemist Maxim 319 Vivid and colourful sounding amp that's just too bold and brassy 5 • I I 30 I 1737 154 
Alchemist Nemesis 700 Good if ultimately undistinguished amplifier whose strengths include warmth, authority and distinctive aesthetics 6 I I I 80 168 
AMC 3050a 170 Tremendous value for money, and a full, big, if rather uninformative sound 4 • • • • 45 '167 
AMC CVT3030a 400 Beer-budget valve amp, with quintessentially valve-like virtues (euphony with dynamics) and vices (system dependency, noise) 6 • • 30 !!68 
Arcam Alpha 7 250 Decent, if slightly system-fussy amplifier that generally pulls all the right strings 5 • • 40 167 
Arcam Alpha 8 350 Enjoyably soft-centred amp, won't frighten the animals. Upgradeable via preamp output, and R/C (not supplied) 5 • • 50 1853 162 
Arcam Alpha 9 500 Not quite as much a star as the Alpha 9/9P combo, the solo integrated is nevertheless colourful and explicitly detailed 7 • • 70 � 168 
Audio Innovations A�o 300 Probably because of a lack of deep bass, this stylish amp sounds open, natural and relaxed 6 35 1540 138 
Audio Note Ongaku 56,000 A single-ended, zero negative feedback triode, line-level amplifier and a half. Probably the best amplifier in the world 3 26 C91 
Audio Note Oto SE 1,200 Transparent, dynamic, clear and subtle, but limited power I 4 24 126 
Audiolab SOOOA 550 The 8000A remains a highly disciplined and mature-sounding amp 5 • • • 60 1581 140 
Audiolab 8000S 750 Informative in every sense, only a slight lack of bite detracts. Perhaps Audiolab's best yet! 6 • • 60 1740 154 
Aura VAlOO 11 350 1 Big and smooth, yet slightly disjointed sound was equally familiar 5 • • 70 1541 138 
Cambridge Audio A3i 200 Maximum information design, with plenty of usable and reasonably refined power. A snip 4 • 60 167 
Copland CSA8 945 Sophisticated yet transparent, this is one of those amplifiers that sounds good even when the gloss has worn off 5 60 168 
Copland CSA-14 1,199 Great sound and looks, but watch out for high capacitance cables 4 • 60 1416 148 
Denon PMA-350SE 200 Reinvented in the minimalist tradition, the new SE model is a control freak, but can sound wonderful I 5 I • 50 11856 162 
Detlon PMA-425R 230 Well-equipped and generally enjoyable but slightly ragged performer. You can do better 3 • • • 45 167 
Detlon PMA-725R: 350 Warm, bold, up-front presentation, but musically unexciting 5 • • • • 97 1802 tl57 
Densen Beat B-100 600 Low feedback amp with passive internal preamp gives a bold, pacey and thoroughly involving sound. Phono option listed 5 60 1855 LJ62 
DeYa 125 249 Subjectively loud, this throws an unlikely quantity of music at the audience. Bouncy sense of rhythm 6 20 1464 149 
DPA Renaissance 595 DPA's first integrated amp is typically innovative, but a little too 'crisp 'n dry' for our tastes 5 • • 40 1582 140 
EMF Audio Sequel 450 Relaxed and restrained design from Mike Creek 5 • • 50 1109 
Exposure XX Super 700 Rather transistorised, unexciting sound. Good coherence and rhythm. Best played loud 6 55 1743 154 
Gamma Acoustics Gemini 699 Genuine single-ended triode design, but low power, mundane sound and poor build 3 12 1416 148 
Grundl& Fine Arts V-11 160 Rhythmically dull. Never gets out of first gear 5 • •• • 55 1803 157 
Harman/llardon HK610 180 Lively and friendly sound, but could prove too exciting for the faint hearted 6 • • 30 1465 149 
Harman/llardon HK620 250 Capable and musical amplifier which is among the nicest available at the price. Optional add-in MM/MC board available 6 • • 40 1858 162 
Harman/llardon HK1400 400 Relaxed, confident sound is only troubled by the most dense of recordings 5 • • 40 1011 129 
Harman/llardon H K640 400 Breezy, nimble sounding amp, lacks grip and fortrtude - it can sound artificial and insubstantial 6 • 55 1542 138 
Jollda 202 695 Well-built and technically accomplished, affordable valve integrated with sub�e and refined, rt not qurte gripping sonic performance 4 40 168 
JYCAX-V4 200 Respectable performance for a Pro-Logic AV amplrtier. Lacks resolution and sparkle, though 5 • • • 63 1805 157 
JYCAX-R5 200 Versatile, and lots of even-handed, articulate detail; bullet down by superficiality 5 • I• • 145 1466 149 
llenwood KA-3020SE 200 Not a brilliant phono stage, but this is a lively, exuberant sounding amp via CD 5 • • 50 1130 134 
llrell Di&ital KAV-300i 2,490 EISA Award winner with balanced inputs and AV friendly outlook, sound is confident and three-dimensional (Statements) 5 !50 1825 160 
LFD Integrated Zero 549 Lively and brisk, but at the same time cold and unsympathetic 6 50 1584 140 
Linn Majik (Phono) 800 The cornerstone of Linn's modular hi-fi system is innovative, but sounds vague and confused 5 • •I • 33 .1013 129 
Magnum IA170 330 Gives a realistic sense of instruments playing within a very believable acoustic, preserves colour and dynamics well 6 • �96 1260 142 
Ma&num IA-200 495 Sweet, valve-flavoured solid state amplifier flatters where it doesn't cast light. Note: power output listed is peak 7 I JOO 1860 162 
M�&��um Class A 690 Lashings of rich and compelling music, but the Class A trades lushness for accuracy 4 • • 60 116 
Marantz PM-66SE 230 A bit lush, and power output is limited, but it communicates well and gives airy, large-scale music. An excellent budget buy 5 • • • 50 167 
Marantz PM66 KI-Signature 400 An amplifier that knows how to rock and roll with holographic detail and stereo, but prefers smaiVmedium scale acoustic material 5 • • • 50 168 
Mlcromega Minium Amp 350 Excellent musical performance but doesn't like high levels or low impedance speakers 6 • • • 40 01806 157 
Mission Cyrus llli 500 Beautifully presented, but mid-dominated balance and other anomalies were not liked. Upgradeable using PSX unit PSU 6 • I• 50 1854 162 
Mission Cyrus SL I 398 I Sharp, articulate amplifier, and superb, outgoing midband with lean though well-extended bass- and build quality to die for 6 50 168 
Musical Fidelity ElO 300 Smooth and high-endish sound that is marred by a lack of dynamics and a touch of grain 5 • • !40 '1746 !54 
Musical Fidelity A2 499 Lucid, transparent midband and a full upper bass are provided by this highly proficient AI replacement 5 • 25 1862 162 
Musical Fidelity A220 700 Powerful, authoritative and well turned-out amplifier that is easy to match with comparably priced speakers and source components. 5 • 50 168 
My!yad Ml 120 1530 Despite an ultra-modern appearance, the old-fashioned cold, dry transistor sound 5 ' • • 60 ' 1747 !54 
HAD 310 I 100 I Fleet and sure of foot it seems likely to set all appendages tapping with its blend of enthusiasm and artfulness 5 � 20 1468 149 
HAD 314 260 ' Lively if coloured presentation that is musically engaging and easy on the ear 6 • • 53 1807 !57 
HAD 317 470 Powerful, expandable and affordable, the 317 is short on refinement and resolving power 6 • • 80 168 
Maim Nail 3 575 Distinctive and highly musical sounding integrated amp. Perhaps too distinctive for some tastes 5 30 1748 !54 
Orelle SA-100 449 I A musically rewarding amplrtier that grows on you. Trace of coarseness in treble r 5 50 1749 !54 
Pioneer A-300R 200 Its bright and breezy sound is a natural tonic to those of us worn down by the ongoing stress of life 5 • • • 50 1469 149 
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Pioneer A-400X 

Pioneer A·300R Precision 

Pioneer A·605R 

Prime Desi&n A-100 

Pro-ject Model 7 

Quad 77 Integrated 

Rep Elex 

Roksan Caspian 

Rose Scion 

Rotel RA970BX 

Sherwood AX-7030R 

Sony TA-f246E 

Sony TA-F448E 

Talk Electronics Storm 1 

TEAC A-BX7R 

Technics SU-A700 Mk 3 

Woodside ISA230 Disc 

Yamaha AX-490 
. -

Alchemist Kraken Pre 

Acarus RU1 

AMC CYT2030A 

Audio Innovations Ll 

Audiolab BOOOC 

Audiolab 8000Q 

Aura CA200 

Conrad-Johnson PV·10A 

Copland CTA-301Mkll 

Cyrus Pre 

Densen DM-20 

DPA DSP200S 

EAR 802MC 

ECA Vista 

Exposure XVII 

ladis JP-30MC 

LFD Mistral Linestap 

Mnian 501 

Meridian 562V 

Meridian 502 

Moth 30 Passive 

Motll30 Active Line Stage 

Muse Model Three 

Musical Fidelity F2 

NAD 114 

Naim NAC92R 

Quad 77 Pre 

Rep Hal 

Rose RV-23 

Rotel RC970BX Mkll 

Rotel RC980BX 

Sumo Athena IlB 

Talk Hurricane 2l 

Tborens TTP2000F 

Woodside SC26 Phono 

Power amphf1ers 

Acarus A150 

Alchemist Kraken/Pwr 

AMC CYT2100A 

Arcam Alpha 9P 

Art Audio Quintet 

Aura PAIOO 

300 On second audition, this amp was tonally unchanged but less compelling 
400 Sophisticated, breathed-on variant of the A-300R. Not an obvious winner, but will slowly win you over with its subtle charms 
400 Intriguing technology, but execution is certainly impeded by excessive gadget count 
650 Dynamic but somewhat aggressive powerhouse with limited stereo interest (either MM or MC phono) 
300 A minimalist amplifier brimming with good intent, but too quirky for its own good. Either MM or MC 
700 Compact and sophisticated Quad system amp, limited range of inputs when used with 'foreign' components (optional system remote) 
398 Minimalist amplifier derived from Elicit, is a little uninspiring, though at least it is not badly behaved 
695 1 Well-built, open and articulate amplifier, which is also consistent from system to system, and well built 
615 Unique two-box integrated gives real subtlety and low level resolution, but the sound lacks scale and weight 
250 Lively, fresh and perky with plenty of power, but not so clever with complex recordings 
400 I Versatile, and with truck-loads of power on tap, this model is disappointingly coarse and uninvolving on audition 
200 Relaxed quality that seduces with its guile and subtlety, MM input is a bit laconic but CD is very tidy and composed 
250 Confused and coloured-sounding, it needs a large dose of delicacy adding to its presentation 
500 Good soundstaging and strong detail are provided by this unassuming and not especially powerful model 

� 700 Characterful balance mars an otherwise meticulously designed amplifier. Includes a balanced input, optional MM/MC stage 
P5o Fully equipped, high-tech amplifier ultimately fails the 'is it Stork ... ?' test, and can sound messy and inarticulate 

1,249 Smooth and inoffensive valve amplifier, though it lacks the sparkle and euphony required for a truly entertaining sound 
250 l Widgets aplenty, but unemotional sound evoked an uncertain response from panel 

519 Quirky Class A design with an equally warm and colourful sound 
899 Well-featured US preamp with plenty of grunt and depth when used with the A150 power amp (Sessions) 

I 400 Budget valve preamp, modest build and a bit noisy, with fair sound 
369 Reviewed with S800 Anniversary -explicitly detailed, conveys the message of the music as a whole 
550 Distinctive, stark neutrality that will not appeal to all. Good value engineering 

Jl.!OO Tested with 8000M monoblocks 
700 Flexible, well designed- can sound slightly aggressive, but it's fast, clean and dynamic, and makes compelling listening 

1,250 Beautiful imaging, superb detail, plenty of gain on the phono input; classy build too. Tested in Sessions 
1,399 Sweet sounding-but never gets bogged down in audio treacle 
650 Tested with Gyrus Power. High-tech design, punchy, light-footed character with a sense of substance and natural warmth 

1,200 Stylish Danish preamp with a pair of huge knobs and effortless resolution and a slightly dark balance (Statements) 
495 Dramatic but detailed and transparent sound belies modest power rating (tested with DPA-200S) 

2,599 Tested with 509 Mk 11 - see comments in power amp section 
760 I Wind up the volume and blow a breath of fresh music into your system (tested with Lectern) 
849 Superbly rhythmical; maybe a bit overpowering in the midband. Tested in Sessions with XVIII Super 

,5,978 French tubes, JP-30MC has beautiful build, nostalgic styling and delightful midrange. (tested with JA30) 
499 Strong ergonomics, generally decent sound, but a little lacking in detail 
695 Tight, positive sound, but dispassionate; intense at high levels. Tested with 555 
995 Transparent and capable preamp, also features six digital inputs 

j1,295 Extremely sophisticated analogue controller with tremendous flexiblity and a fast and tidy presentation (Statements) 

1!49 Modular system gives cracking results. Passive preamp and power amp warrant Best Buy (tested with 30/Stereo 60) 
349 Excellent sounding ultra-simple miniature preamp 

1,990 Natural sounding tranny preamp with useful audiophile features. Works beautifully with 160 power amp (tested in Statements) 
I 500 I Subtle, sweet-sounding preamp with strong presence 

270 Beer-budget preamp, sounds focused, detailed and consistent 
! 599 Upgradeable preamp uses proprietary socketry, etc. See NAP90 power amp for comments 

850 Sophisticated design with 2-way remote control console; open colourful sound and very flexible 
998 Dedicated to Exon power amps - passive line stages 
450 You can pay more to get a more transparent sound, but it's hard to criticise at the price 
175 Confident, consistent sound. reviewed (in Sessions) with RB970BXMkll power amps 
375 Tames enthusiastically recorded material with a laid-back and occasionally smeared sound (tested with RB980BX) 
767 Tested with Polaris Ill. Big, natural and tidy-sounding with very natural reproduction of acoustic and electric instruments 
649 Design of integrity which gets to the heart, if not the soul, of the music 

I 699 Glamorous, shoebox-format, minima list pre with fine detail and some granularity 
J2.233 Synergistic with STA35, with a cool, controlled sound, good focus and transparency (tested with STA35) 

899 Tested with Rlll preamp. Powerful remote-control US combo with a slightly forward inclination 
399 Hardly accurate, but entertaining nevertheless 
600 Astonishing value valve/MOSFET hybrid with KT88 output, but lacks the magic of the best valves 
400 Clear, colourful and well-disciplined, the Arcam is a strong all-rounder that can compete with conviction 

1,393 Switchable triode, ultralinear output stage. In triode mode, these are 15 of the sweetest Watts around. Surprisingly gutsy 
! 700 Can sound slightly aggressive, but it's fast, clean and dynamic, and makes compelling listening 

Audio Innovations SBOO Anni 1,475 Reviewed with Lt -Explicitly detailed, conveys the message of the music as a whole remarkably well 
Audiolab BOOOM 800 I Strong, controlled sound; confident bass, but colourless. Tested with 8000Q 
Audio Research VT&O 2,3951 Ranks as 'must try' American cultural item (tested in Statements). Tube design 
Copland CTA-505 2,099 Grown-up amplifier with a refined, yet never over-civilised air 
Cyrus Power 450 I Tested with Gyrus Pre. Punchy, light footed character with a sense of substance and natural warmth (bridgeable) 
Densen DM-30 11,200 Fluid,valve-like power amp with effortless resolution and a slightly dark balance (Statements) 
DPA 200S !]50 Dramatic but crisp, open sound belies power rating (tested with DSP-200S) 
EAR 509 Mk 11 13,699 Combining sonic strengths of transistors and valves, this amp warrants attention (tested with 802) 
£CA lectern 880 Tested with Vista. Wind up the volume and blow a breath of fresh music into your system 
Exposure XVIII Super 849 Slight dullness and hardness, but great 'bougie factor' 
hedisJA-30 5,980 French tubes, JP-30MC has beautiful build, nostalgic styling and delightful midrange (tested with £5,978 JP30) 
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6 • • , . 50 11545 138 
5 • • • 35 *1863 162 
5 • • • 80 ' 1168 
4 • • I 100 168 
5 • 40 1264 142 
3 84 I 168 
4 • 50 1865 162 
6 • 70 168 
5 • • 65 168 
6 • 60 1546 138 
5 • • • • 95 1866 162 
3 • • 40 1471 149 
5 • • 1809 157 
6 50 1868 162 
5 • 50 1869 162 
5 • • 45 1870 162 
3 • 30 116 
5 • • • • 85 1473 149 

4 124 
6 • 1624 151 
6 • , . 165 
4 1300 145 
5 • • • 97 
6 • • 1301 145 

10 • • • • 165 
4 • 1560 139 
4 • 1630 151 
5 • • 155 
6 164 
6 124 
4 • • 63 
5 1302 �45 
5 • • 142 
5 • 60 
6 165 
5 • • 1303 145 
9 • • • 140 
7 • 162 
4 109 
4 165 
5 • 166 
5 • • 165 
6 • • • 165 
5 • 165 
4 • • • 165 
6 • • • 165 
3 • 77 
5 � • 144 
5 • • • 155 
6 1305 145 
6 165 
3 • • • 165 
5 • • l j!OO 
I T I T 150 1624 151 
1 [ 60 124 
I 80 165 
I I 165 
I 15 109 
1 100 �65 
1 25 1300 145 
f 125 1301 145 
I 35 1179 136 
I 67 1630 151 
I 50 155 

I 2 lOO J 164 
1 60 124 
1 100 63 
I 50 1302 145 
I 70 142 
I 30 i 60 
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LFD Mistral Power 449 

Meridian 555 750 

Meridian 557 1,400 

lllchell Alecto !,ISO 
Moth 30 Stereo/GO 549 

Moth 60 Watt Stereo 599 

Moth 30 Series Monobloks 879 
Muse Modell&O 2,290 
Musical Fidelity FX2 800 
Musical Fidelity F18 3 999 

llyryad MA120 450 

[Jwl214 370 
IWI Monitor 208 !lOO 
Maim NAP90 450 

�uad 77 Power 600 
RepEmn 2,194 

Rote! RB-970BX Mkll 225 
Rotel RB-980BX 475 

Sumo Polaris Ill 950 
Talk Tornado 2 599 

Thorens TTA2000 599 

Woodside STA35 1,323 

SYIIIIEIIIICM.: A twislld pair cl antta:ltn-

Infectious upper band vitality, but LF dynamics lacking, and lacks 'grip' and transparency I I 60 t 165 
By providing an open window on the music, this amp is wide open to RF and low leveiiM distortions I ' 60 �1303 145 
Hefty British lump with balanced inputs and a transparent, nimble sound with no shortage of power (Statements) I I • 200 I 162 
Open, well focused imagery with natural, refined textures I • . 50 ! 165 

Tested with 30 Passive. Modular system gives cracking results I ! 60 109 
Miniature power amp lacks control and finesse, not comfortable with difficult speaker loads I I 60 165 

Tested with Active Preamp. While demonstrating solid, even balance it proved adept at delivering vital musical qualities I I 100 155 
Transparent muscle amp with minimal character and a natural pertormer in both scale and tone (tested in Statements) I ! 160 166 
Quality build and imposing presentation is married to strong power yield, tonal colour and finesse I I 100 165 
Belongs to the rarified group of refined, high resolution amplifiers I I 220 1508 133 
Based in Mll20 integrated- see for comments, but sounds significantly better when bi-amped with Mll20 I I 60 165 
A little lightweight. but detailed, consistent sound quality, and excellent value for money I I 80 :165 
Truly a beefy amplifier, but no mad cowl , I I 250 :124 

Power amp from a Nail integrated with some improvements I I 30 165 
Open, bold and colourtul, with mild compression I J l 85 165 
Monoblock, priced each, dedicated for Hal preamp. Bold, outgoing, in-command kind of sound I I 125 m 
Tested with RC970BX Mkll in Sessions (see preamp section) I I 60 144 

Tames enthusiastically recorded material with a laid-back and occasionally smeared sound (tested with RC980BX) I I 120 !55 
Tested with Athena IlB. Big, natural and tidy-sounding with very natural reproduction of acoustic and electric instruments I I I 164 1305 j45 
Good, but slightly retiring sound which lacks the authority to stand out in a crowd I I 65 I 165 
Low power shoe-box format, but gutsy and surprisingly subtle and articulate I I 30 165 
Synergistic with SC26, with a cool, controlled sound, good focus and transparency. More poise than grunt (tested with SC26) I I I 35 100 

C 
abies are not just accessories, but an integral part of a system. 

Inevitably some cables are better than others. The best cable 

for your system will only be found through trial and error. but bY 

combining our recommendations with those of a dealer, you will end up 

with something suitable. Generally speaking, budget to spend about 10 
per cent of the total system cost on cables. 

• Digital interconnects connect CD transpcrts to DACs, and are 

traditionally coaxial with a 75 Ohm impedance. They come in optical and 

electrical varieties, the fonnnetbeing made of plastic or glass. The prices 

shown are for a tennninated linear metre. 

• Analogue interconnects are the leads that connect source components 

to amplifiers and pre to power amps. The cables in this section are priced 

for a one-metre tennninated pair. 

• Speaker cables are used between the amplifier and speaker. Our prices 

are per untennninated metre. Tennnination (plugs and soldering) costs vary 

with brands. 

� Best buy il Recommended 

COAlllll: A anral 'hor Cllllb:klr llld a slield 1hat carries 1he 
111!1111MsiP. 

SOUD COli£: �or mu�ple. individually insulated sfnlnds. 

COPPER: Malarial used for IXIIIOOc1oc 
SILVBI: Malarial used for conductoc 

FACTSBACK NUMBER: The Factsback reference for 

ordering a lax copy of the review. Use the contents page 

to find the Factsback information page. 

ISSUE NUMBER: The issue of Hi-Fi Choice in which the ooigjnal 

relliewappeared. 

S1IIMIIED: Niple shnds willl no inlaMrniw irruation. IIG fAll£ lYP£: 0 - optical dij;tal, E - electrical dij;tal. 
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lxos 104 __ 2_0 � Open and detailed presentation, full bass and silky if overly Sf�!DOih treble I 
, l lxos 103 40 Even-handed and generous sound, bass has a well-rounded, bouncy quality 

lxos 102 60 A bit bright and undynamic, this cable is nevertheless a good all-rounder, whose faults are largely subtractive I 
lxos 101 100 A cable with personality, its veiled and shut in quality brings an earthiness to vocals and rhythm guitar alike - -
LFD Spiroli� 35 Price for 0.7m length. Dynamic but smoothly detailed performance, but gives the impression of looking down on the music 
LFD Spirolink 11 70 Price for 0.7m length. Strong and confident sound enhancing bass depth and subtlety, concentrates on the meat of the music • 
LFD Trilink ISO Price for 0.7m length. Warm and luxurious sound but a little too fruity in balance. treble is a little subdued, bass detached • 
Linn Phono to Phono 47 Encourages a delicate performance u�erpinned by a strong and authoritative bass 

Monster lnterlink 200 20 Colourful in an appealing rather than contrived sense, bass is slightly over-blown, large and ingratiating sound stage • 
Monster lnterlink 300 30 Richer, smoother more civilised sound than 200 with improved articulation and reduced sibilance • 
Monster lnterlink 400 40 Compromised by a grainy top end, treble and vocal range sound particularly sharp and untidy • 
Monster lnterlink 500 50 --- Sounds rather good, providing a livelier and more interesting account of music than most sub £100 cables • 
Monster lnterlink 800 80 Not as bright or aggressive as the 400 but treble is strangely lumpy, muted and manipulated - odd cable • 
Monster tnterlink Reference 2 100 Easy on the ear but rather contrived, slightly clanky treble fails to integrate with the smoother but splodgy midband 

Moth Ley Line Black 100 Offers a full and big sound, neutral yet very solid and confident in delivery. Expansive imaging retains music's energy • 
Moth Ley Line Grey 200 Detailed enough but there's a sense of distance between the music and the listener, vox are coarse rather than liquid • 
Nordost Black Knight 55 Flat black cable that is distinctive but slightly coloured - but not in a wholly negative manner • 
Panasonic RP-CA910 50 Uncongested and even handed balance if slightly flat imagewise, retains impact but has a vaguely untransparent quality 
Silvertone Ex-Static 35 Pleasantly unfatiguing and competitively priced cable that lacks detail and insight 
Soniclink Silver Pink 35 --- Dynamically sensitive and muddle-free. Unsure about the flesh-coloured finish though .. • 
Soniclink Black � Encourages an upbeat and snappy sound that's driven by leading edges, full and rumbustious bass maintains an even tempo j 
Tara labs Prism 11 45 Very compatible cable that wins through with a naturally balanced and realistically dynamic sound. 6N purity copper 
Tara Labs Prism 22 56 Delivers a fresh and detailed sound with clear and bright treble giving it a free, quick and dynamic character 
Tara Labs Quantum CD 75 Lacking in obvious vices, neutral and transparent, there's also a good solid bass. Vox are not always as intimate as possible 
Tara labs Prism 33 90 -- A pedestrian cable that sounds lively but muddled. Quite dynamic, quite rich, quite smooth but also quite indistinct 
T�nsparent Audio Music Link 119 No aggressive nasties to tax the ears, neither does it sparkle with inspirational detail. Only suited to low output impedances 
van den Hul The Storm 

� 
25 Price for 0.8m length. Rich and warm but bass is rolled off, however there's plenty of drive and high frequencies are clean 

van den Hul Source HB 50 Price for 0.8m length. Hybrid carbon-fibre/copper cable that is a paragon of naturalness. Airy and well controlled 
van den Hul The First 210 Using 12,000 carbon fibres, a gentle and subtle sounding cable that conveys oodles of information but lacks dynamic punch 
van den Hul The Second 225 Wonderfully open and relaxing but also intimately detailed, slightly softens percussive dynamics 
XLO Type 150 50 - A restrained but useful cable for taming lively CD players, dynamics lack freedom, treble lacks clarity 

XLO Type 0.1 180 Unusual but highly expressive and detailed with a hint of graininess on powerful vocals 
. . 

Audio Note AN-V 110 Ostensibly an analogue cable but gives a meaty and natural performance when used for digital duty 
Audioquest Optilink Z 120 Good level of midband detail but frequency extremes lack depth and extension 
Audioquest Digital Pro 100 A silver cable with all the drive of Video Z but lacking its clear cut transparency ---
Bandridge AL4900G � Lacks deep rounded bass and treble is coloured with a spittiness, a little rough and ready 
Chord Codac 32 
Chord Prodac 50 --
DPA Opti-link 20 
DPA Digi-link 

-
28 

::----
txos 105 25 
Kimber Kable Opti-link 50 
LFD Digitink Copper 30 
Moth Leyline Datalink 140 
jaED Digiflex 20 --
smech HF-6 150 

Soniclink Green 60 
van den Hul MC Videolink 75 48 
van den Hul The First 120 

... . .. 
Audio Note AN-D 4.50 

Audio Note AN-B 16.50 

HI-Fl CHOICE 

A connection with a stranded inner core and a sound that lacks integration 

Price for 0.6m length. Lively detailed treble, drives music along confidently with no hint of fizz 
Very similar to Bandridge AL560, sound is lacklustre 

Can seem slightly impassive but there's no av01dmg 1ts exceptionally deta1led sound 

Extended but soft-edged treble that's mercifully free of fatigueing colourations, plenty of weight, smooth vox 

Appears to be a bog-standard PMNA fibre, yet sounds a little brighter and livelier than most 

Slightly grainy highly compatible cable with coherent and forward dynamic quality 

A thin, coaxial version of Leyline Black with a rather hard and unforgiving character. Too expensive 

A top performance. low-loss 750hm coax with a very open, almost liquid quality 

Sounds detailed, very clean and very extended, but bass is less well resolved -a treat for high-end systems 

Spacious, positive and engaging if a bit over crisp at times, very compelling however 
An AY-cum-digital cable that nearly beats QEO's Digiflex, but emphasises sibilants 

---

Exceptionally natural albeit slightly dark or cautiOus comparell to some, plenty of subtle informatiOn and beautiful integration 

Supplied in linear, non-polarised lengths that should be twisted into stereo pairs. Sounds rather grippy and forward 

Well suited to valve systems. elastic bass. methodical but unintrusive and m� 

• 
c 

• 

• 

� 

� 

· 1· 1 el �692 131 

• • • 1692 131 
•1•1 el 160 

• • • • 1693 131 
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• • [
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Aldio llale AH-L 29.50 Fruity bass and expressive vocal rendition was appreciated by the panel which was happy to accept its foibles I• I • • 1712 133 
Aldio llale AH·SP 125 A calm and civilised presentation, very quiet in the way it reveals subtle low level detail. Great poise and clarity • � •• • 109 
;wioquest F -14 IL95 Ideal for laying under carpets, F-14 encourages a slightly warm and vibrant sound ' I • • I 109 
Audloquest Type 4 4.95 Four 18-gauge OFHC copper conductors wound in a Litz-type fashion increases capacitance but restrains the cable's 'bite' • le • I 109 
Audioquest Cobalt 2 45 A rather polite and anaemic sound that bubbles gently with detail and is largely uncoloured and cautiously spacious •• I le • • I I 133 
Audioquest Crystal 18 Neutral balance is spoiled by some graininess and smearing le I • • 168 
Bandridp SF LC1070 42p Basic figure 8 bellwire, lightweight balance and a softness that dilutes even the strongest bass . ' • • 1713 133 
�andridge SF LC1259 I Fresh and open, bubbly and naturally colourful soundstage that's neither forced or unduly edgy. Treble is slightly messy I• • • 11 713 133 
Bandridp Highflex LC2604 3.50 Substantial 6mm2 conductor produces weighty but ploddy music that lacks transparency I• e I • 1714 133 
[t.dridp LC7 409 3.85 1 Detailed and up-beat cable. A bit too steely for classical strings I I le c le I 1800 157 
Cable Talk Talk 3.1 2.25 Quite well-balanced but tends to lose bass lines in complex music le I le F le I 168 
Cable Talk 4.1 4.25 Smooth and cultured sound that lacks fine detail and is a bit too restrained I ,. • • 1800 157 
Chord Mytll 5.95 Light and airy tonality may please, but bass is recessed and detail not outstanding • I • • 168 
DNM LSC350 6.95 Majors on midband and lower treble lucidity at the expense of bass and extreme treble extension • I I • • I 168 
DNM LSC8500 5.95 High impedance can influence the treble response, but this was a winner on sound per pound. Bi-wire I • • 1716 133 
III'A Black Sixteen 90 Unflappable resolution of fine musical details, there's no dampening of dynamics, simply oodles of taut information i•' I le • • 11717 133 
Gala XL189 0.99 Slightly bright and not that subtle, but a perfectly acceptable cable for any starter system 1e1 I• I �· ' jl68 
Gale XL315 2 1 A little lacking in detail but plenty of lije and excellent value I I I• I • 11800 157 
S.XU&0-2 2.50 Rhythmic and bouncy-sounding bi-wire cable. Can be slightly manipulative I I le 1 • 1800 157 
Geertz M2 20 Remarkably detailed, smooth, neutral and with excellent bass; check amplifier compatibility 1e1 I • • 168 
Heybrook Heywire 4 This well-meaning facsimile of earlier ribbon cables ends up sounding lumpy and uneven I • I • • { I 109 

lxos 603 2 Big and expansive-sounding cable, full and engaging while retaining a high degree of neutrality I I [e • l718 133 
llllls604 5 Mid range is detailed and surprisingly smooth but treble is hard and synthetic and the bass no better I i le • 1719 133 
llillller 4TC 19.68 A well-balanced cable with good performance in all areas le I [el le I 168 
llimber 4TC Double-wire 40 A variation on a Kimber classic which produces a rich and weighty sound, but isn't quite as transparent as single runs I I le • 133 
Mission Quartet 7.90 'Mixed, inoffensive sound, adds guttural resonance to vocals and could be generally more coherent Bi-wire ! I I • • 1722 133 
Monster Cable XP 1.50 I XP offers plenty of slightly soft bass and a slightly rounded treble, a relaxed cable whose indiscretions are not bothersome I le le • 1723 133 
!Maim NACA 5 5.11 1 Described as a 'dinosaur of a cable', this stiff wire rod doesn't belong outside Nairn systems. But it works a treat in them I I le • 109 

Nordost Octava 2.95 Fair bass but confused treble and some coloration te I • • I I 168 
Ortofon SPit100 3 Grey-sounding and strips instruments of their natural richness and resonance, a bit bass shy too l ' • • I I 133 
0111111RSPI300 8 1 Tremendously open and atmospheric with robust full blooded bass, and dynamic too ij slightly bright at times I I • • 133 
Puresonic 7845 1.95 Big, weighty sound- but too messy and bloated for its own good ' I • • 1800 157 
Puresonic 7891 2.85 Chunky cable design, shame about the sound quality le I le I le I 1800 157 

QEDQudos 2.50 Despite high-tech design and excellent Air-Loc plugs, the music failed to gel I I 1e I le I 1800 157 
raED Profile 9 Good midrange and treble balance, but bass is rather slack and detail not outstanding I I I I I I 168 

QED Profile 8 5 Sophisticated flat cable that lacks decent bass and get up and go • I le I le I 1800 157 
Sliver Sounds 12 gauge 12 Basic 'homemade' construction gives fairly neutral sound, though not outstandingly competitive re I le I !• I 168 
Sonic link S300 18 Happiest with simple music; tends to smudge detail in complex pieces le 1 • • ' 168 
Slliclilk AST50 1.95 ij may look like bell-wire, but AST50 sounds detailed, ordered and balanced ! I • • 1800 157 
......_.. Alldio Musichord 11.42 Sweet, open and refined treble, a M of breathy exuberance and can sound slightly lackadaisical • I • • 1728 133 
.._,...Audio Wave 22.84 Very close to the sound of 'no cable', one of the very best Slightly softens treble detail le I • • 1728 133 
Tech+link OFC79 I Bargain basement cable that sounds cosy, but suffers from a wobbly bass I I le I le I 1800 157 
van den Hul The Clearwater 6 Despite its evocative title, the Clearwater turns out to be a disappointingly murky-sounding cable I I • • • 109 

van den Hul CS122 19 Smooth and articulate with superb focus and control, its sheer coherence makes it a winner (tested in Sessions) I I • • • I 153 
van den Hul The Magnum 31 • Touted as vdH's most prestigious twinlead cable, Magnum sounds soft and old fashioned I I • • • ' 109 

.... lllllllleWind 35 'The Wind' kicks up a storm with its lush mid range and bone-crunching bass! I I • • • 109 
van den Hul Revolution 64 Silver-plated OFC combined with carbon fibre prompts a sombre character with an easy and relaxed treble I I •• • • 1726 133 
XLO Pro Type 625 4 Lively but natural and relaxed-sounding but a hint of congestion at frequency extremes I I le I le le 1726 133 
XLO Pro&OO 16.6D Basically neutral tonality but can become aggressive and two-dimensional I• I t• I 1.• I 168 

C 
artridges fall into two groups: high output MM (moving 

magnet) models, capable of working directly into most 

phono inputs; and generally more expensive low and 

very low output MC (moving coil) models. MC cartridges usually 

have better mechanical integrity, tighter tolerances and give better 

performance. Many amplifiers are no longer equipped with the 

necessary phono input for a cartridge, and a separate phono stage 

is necessary. Phono input equipped valve designs need a 

transformer to cope with MC cartridges. 

1111: t.lalq II1IPI CIII1Jqe wilh aiiJIIIai output suilable f<r all sensiiMIY �� disc amplifier inpuls . 
� llsc .,_. inplb. RIJ'UI:EAIII.f STYLUS, Most MM carlridges have a stylus that 
MC: t.1a1q ail c:arlridll! with a iJw odplt only suitable f<r � can be ramoved and '"lllaced. 

CARTRIDGES 

• Cartridge/amplifier interfacing can be very subtle, but even basic 

high output MM designs benefit in overall balance from optimised 

amplifier capacitance loading. 

OU1PUT (MV): Cartridge output in miiiMllts. 
MASS{&): Cartridge mass can affect ann choice. 
fACISIIACI( NUMBER: The Factsback refereoce tor ordeling a tax 

Recommended 

copy of the roview. 
ISSUE NUMBER: The issue of Hi-Fi Choice in which the on�nal 

roviewappeared. 

roduct . Proce(£) Comment T T T T T T T 

4 AlllllaltloiiY 1,695 One of the best. giving an extraordinarily reming midrange clarity. Needs a transformer 

4 Audio Technica AT-95£ 19 Clear and dynamic, though richly balanced 
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Audio Technica ART-1 944 This is a delicate and very fluid-sounding MC that tracks well r • 0.4 9 72 

nenon DLUO 70 I A fine all-rounder, this high output MC model is likely to perform well I • 1.0 6 '48 
Denon DL160 90 Although listeners just preferred the 110, its brother here survived lab tests and is still 'thoroughly competent' I • 0.1 6 43 

Denon DL103 100 Good performance in bass and good 'life'. Is seriously let down by its spherical stylus which kills subtle detail I • � 0.1 6 l103 

llenon Dl304 200 j Uncoloured, detailed, tracks superbly. Top notch altogether and a bargain too I • 103 

llynavector Karat 1702 mk2 449 Clean and controlled sound with taut, tuneful bass. Detailed and musically cogent I • 0.15 5.3 158 

llynavector XX-ll 998 I Very clear, very detailed; a response lift around 20kHz seems to do no harm I • 0.25 '12 84 
Dynavector XX-1 998 I Good, but not immensely competitive at the price, and not helped by comparison wrth the low output version I • 2.0 12 84 

Goldrin& Elan 19 I A lightweight and frisky-sounding MM apparently based on Nagaoka MM4 body le • 5.0 7 67 

_Goldrin&1012GX 79 Slightly harsh but plenty of life and detail. Some high frequency colouration apparent ,. el6.5 h 85 

Goldrin&1022GX 99 f As with 1012, a touch harsh; detail and transient purity improved • • 6.5 7 85 

Goldring Eroica LX 110 Not the most subtle cartridge in the world: can sound edgy at times, but lively and informative I • 0.5 8 84 

Goldrin&1042 120 • Not terribly subtle, and not such good value alongside 1012 and 1022. Quite lively though •I • 6.5 6 91 

Goldrine Elite 220 � The basics are right, and it will cheerfully tackle any source material, but its sound has a certain dirtiness I • 0.5 8 103 

Grado Prestige Gold 150 � Rich sounding with an unusually refined top-end for a moving magnet-type cartridge I• • 4 6 58 

linn K9 125 linn improved this model by beefing up the Basik's bodywork and adding a super stylus • • 4.5 5 Col 

London Decca Maroon 259 Now manufactured under the London brand name, this Decca cartridge is as iconoclastic as ever • 5.0 6 67 

London Decca S Gold 339 Immediate and detailed, but coloured, nonlinear with a questionable effect on records I• 5.0 6 84 

Lrra Lydian 649 Superbly capable all-round musical performer that improves markedly when its body cover is removed • 0.3 7 158 

Lyra Clavis Da Capo 995 f A stable tracker, and one of the finest cartridges we've heard I • 0.1 7 43 

Drtofon 510/P 38 For the price, a good blend of virtues -weight, clarity and neutrality I•' • 3.0 5 85 

Ortofon 520/P • 65 Sensitive to load capacitance, the 520/P has a lively, effervescent sound I• • 3.0 5 67 

Ortofon MC10 Super 100 "What a delightfully sweet-sounding cartridge this is . . .  " we said • 0.3 7 48 

Ortolon MC3 Turbo 130 I The 3 Turbo is bright, cheerful and bouncy, but unsubtle- take it as it comes I • 3.3 4 103 

Ortofon MC15 Super 11 130 A good all-rounder, with outstanding resolution, if slightly bright and close up I • .35 7 03 

Ortolon MC25E 180 I An excellent upgrade for a mid-price turntable I • 0.5 11 139 

Ortofon MC25FL 249 A bit too stark and honest, but faithful to what's on the LP I • 0.5 11 139 

Ortolon MC30 Supreme 525 Highly detailed and even-sounding cartridge that has a special affinity with female vocal recordings I • 0.5 0.7 158 

Ortofon MC300011 1,100 A real eye-opener. Nothing to criticise anywhere, one of the very best I • 0.12 10 84 

Ortofon MC5000 1,500 limited tracking ability, bright and forward sound, but good stereo I • 0.12 10 91 

Rep Bias 39 Difficult to mount in some arms due to its shallow build, the Bias offers a gentle, refined sound le • 5 4 67 
Rep Etys 85 Clearly superior to the Bias, the Elys is more detailed, accurate and convincing le • 5.0 5 67 

Roksan Corus Black I 130 Recognisably related to the Corus Blue, but smoother and more civilised le • 6.5 5 91 

nn den Hul MM-1 250 J If woody midrange could be tamed, imaging and security would pull it through ,. � • 5.5 6 103 

nn den Hul DDT·II 699 ! Outstanding stereo imaging and neutral balance are appealing, but rhythmically the DDT-11 is a bit lazy � •• 0.35 7.6 158 

van den Hul MC-10 799 A neutral, balanced performer, gives fine depth and focus and a firm, extended bass I • 0.4 6 60 

van den Hul MC-One 999 This extended all the positive qualities of the 10, but added greater authority and scale- worth all the extra money I • 0.4 6 j 60 

van den Hul MC-Two 1,349 MC-Two rewards with a highly detailed yet fluid and musically convincing portrayal I • 0.4 6 72 
van clea Hul G' hopper IIIGLA 2,999 ! Undoubtedly one of the finest cartridges available, it has tremendous bandwidth, energy and finesse I • 0.4 6 122 

Wilson benesch Matrix 786 I Extraordinarily well balanced cartridge: neutral and detailed yet lively and rhythmically assertive l l• L .58 161. 1158 

T 
he compact cassette is still the world's most versatile and 

ubiquitous music storage medium. Buffs may wrinkle their noses, 
but they all use it. 

There should be no problems in connecting a cassette deck to any normal 

amplifier; but some care needs to be taken in choosing the best tapes for a 

specific machine. (Trial and error is one effective technique, but many decks 
have manual bias adjus!Jrent and some match up to the tape automatically.) 

Twin decks offer the option to dub tapes and play two cassettes 

sequentially. Autoreverse is a useful feature, but usually implies some 

mechanical compromise. Useful facilities include tape monitor swrtching 

and Dolby S. 

DOllY C: A llllhar lllllrama noise-nlcU:tioo sysiBm not usualy 
IISSIICialadwilh ... Silllld� 
DOllY S: A dosiable derivaiM of the MJt SR prolessiJnal 
llisoH1ddJn sysiBm. 
DOIJYIURO: System� lri B&O ID llllllnd headmom 

ftrcassetlr!� 
3-IIEAD: ff jllU want ID monitlr a nmdife whi� jllU are mal<i� 

� a11Wd head� essential. 
1WIII DlCX: Cootains two decks ftr dubbi� and conliooJus 
play. In most instances ooly one docl< will nmd. 

AlllOR£VERSE: Automatically plays both sides of the cassette. 

AUTO CAI.IIIRATION: TOO docl< wi! autnmatical� set up bias and 

EQfor anylape. 

ADJUSTABLE BIAS: Bias can be manual� set to su� the lape 

bei�used. 

Recommended 

FACTSIIACit NUMBER: TOO Factsbacl< relerence for ordering a tax 
copy of the r,.,;ew. Use the coolents pag<Jio find the Factsback 

information page. 
ISSUE NUMBER: The issue of Hi-Fi Choice in which the ori�nal 

review appeared. 
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. .. 
I Aiwa AD-F450 120 Basic but well-designed budget deck, astonishing value; only the poor metering gives the game away • • I • 1513 36 

Aiwa AD·WIJ27 ' 170 High-class twin for those who want bells, whistles - and musrc • • I• I• • 1377 46 
Denon DRM-550 • 160 There are some technical limitations, but this remains a fine sounding deck, and excellent value • • I • 58 

Denon DRS-640 200 Draw-loading deck, with simple facilities and smooth, well-adjusted sound • • I• • 1591 40 

Denon DRM·650S 230 An all-round improvement on predecessors, offers a wide-ranging, disciplined sound. Dolby S is not the best feature • • • • • 164 

Denon DRM-740 ! 270 Breathed-on DRM-710, with good external treatment, offers good, if somewhat detached sanies • • ,. • 1514 136 

Denon ORS-810 310 Draw-loading deck, carefully designed yet lacking in subtlety on audition • • • 127 
Grundi& CCF3 200 Simple, sensible and well-built twin, but lack of pitch stability compromises performance • • I • • • 1379 146 
Harman/Kardon TD420 250 Minor inconsistencies detract from a well-conceived, minimum features design • • I• 1592 140 
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CASSETTE DECKS (CONTINUED) 
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. .. 
JVC TD-R472 200 I 
JYC TD·V562BK 220 
JVC TD-V662BK 270 
Kenwood KX-7060S 329 
NAD 613 230 
NAD 614 270 
IIAD 616 300 
Dnkyo K-611 460 
Pioneer CT-S830S 500 
Sony TC-KE550S 230 
Sony TC-KE600S 300 
Technics RS-AZ6 230 
Technics RS-AZ7 300 
Yamaha KX-490 199 

-

Excellent auto-reverse deck whtch doesn't suffer the usual dtsadvantages and IS very sharply pnced ie I • • • • 158 
Ultra-sophisticated transport at a silly price; sound quality is stable but slightly opaque • ••• • �123 
Assured, clean and agile soundmg recorder. tf not qutte the most refined 1n tts class •• i • • • 1380 146 
Although slightly dull-sounding with prerecorded tapes, this is a well equipped and fine-sounding deck .. �· • • • • 1381 146 
Rough and ready, but enjoyable sound, though marred by mechanical motor noise • • • 158 
Solid, workmanlike and ungimmicky player with a sound to match, a little pricey by the standards of its class • I • 164 
Double deck whose music sounded shut-in and prosaic, as though its energy content had been ironed flat • I • 1648 !52 
Cute drawer loading mini-size component with 3-heads and dual capstan transport •i • • • 1384 146 
High-class mechanism, if lacking in battleship externals, and superb sound • J• • • • 1385 146 
Warm, enjoyable music-making, but assisted tape setup routine gives inaccurate results • t• • • • 164 
Mild setting-up problems notwithstanding, this UK-tweaked design has a smooth, open and un-cassette-like sound • I• • • • • !58 
For those who can't afford the RS-Al7: exquisite clanty over the widest bandwtdth thanks to Al thin-film head • I • • • 164 
Thin-film head gives a solid, almost CD-Iike bass and mtdrange. A clear advance tn the state-of-the-art • I • • • 158 
Electrifyingly transparent and capable deck whose only flaw is a trace of audible wow and flutter • I • • • 158 

... I I I I I 

into an anal®J8 audio signal. This is called a digital to analogue convertor, 

or DAC. Although most players are contained in a single box, expensive 

players are usually two-box affairs. 

ele::trical or optical persuasion; sonically the former is preferable. 

A CD player can be split into two basic components: the disc drive or 
� Best buy � Recommended 

B.ECIIIall. Dl8lllll. OUII'UT: Rr e1ac1rica1 amedim m an 

lllhdMC. 
AT&T OPr DIG OUil'lll Hi(h-speed optical output to be 
used willl similarly oquiPIJO(I llACs. 

controlled oulput 

MULTI-DISC: Equipped willl a carousel or multi-tray sys­

tem for corrtinuoos play of multiple discs. 

bitstream, PWM, etc 

FACTSBACK NUMBER: The Factsback reference for 

ordering a fax copy of the review. Use the contents page 

to find the Facts back information page. 

- U: 1111 OUII'UT: Balin:al ciljlal !Opt m be USIII 
·� ... IW:s. 
CI'IICM. IIIIIII. OUII'UT: Fa-..,. IDIIIdill m an oUIJoeRI 
MC. 

IM. AIW.OGUE OUIPIIT: Balanced analolue output for 

amplifiers oquiPIJO(I willl balanced inpuls. 

HEADPIIOIIE SOCKEI': For can users. 

VARIAII.I Ollll'IIT: Ramotely adjustable, volume-

Do\C TYPE: Digital to analogue convertor: BS- Philips 

Bitstn!am, MB- mullibit, Hyb- hybrid of mullibrt and brt­

stn!am technologies, I bit- single bil types such as MASH, 

ISSUE NUMBER: The issue of Hi-Fi Choice in which the original 

review appeared. 

CD PLAYERS 
'I( q�C OtG �( fJ. �6' q�t O�tt; '4't J'q, (t q�(l(l't.. q4t: :t 4'(1_, � 4'(14f, 'lit Otq �lplq 'fit :l>tq C.ttr �I' Otsc l";pt �tq �tq 

. " 
Alchemist Nexus APD32A 597 Refined treble, constrained yet capable bass and attractive all-round presentation distinguish this player from the crowd • I I ! I Hyb 1 169 
[:Acurus ACDU 899 First-rate if cosijy player from the US, whtch combmes a delightful transparency wtth an uncontnved naturalness • I !bit 1 166 
Arcam Alpha 7 320 Very detailed for a budget player with a slick and free sense of dynamics, needs careful ancillary matching • I Hyb 1872 163 
Arcam Alpha 8 520 Refined, intricately detailed but a little cautious, this should be broadly compatible with a variety of amps • I BS 11873 163 
Audio Innovations Alto 399 Refreshing piece of audio sculpture belies inconsistent audio behaviour el I BS ,1635 !51 
Audiolab BOOOCD 1,000 Developed according to the Green Cross Code of digital audio with an elegant but safe musical presentation • BS 1874 163 
Audio Research COl 3,290 I Suspends disbelief with a frighteningly real yet obviously coloured sound. A rare proposition among CD players • • • • BS !1875 163 
AVI S2000MC Reference 1,399 Lean, dry, high resolution player, built to outlast most of us, and a fine performer in a sympathetic system • I MB I 169 
Cambridge Audio CD4 !50 Basic appearance and sluggish track access/track search belies its up and at 'em sound quality • I r • Hyb il268 147 
�ambridge Audio CD4SE 200 Among the best players we have encountered at the price, constderably more refined and convmcmg than C04 el I BS 1877 163 
Cambridge Audio CD6 I 250 A sharp, livel1 and arttculate player, a real thoroughbred m fact. perhaps too sharp and lively for scme systems • • ! • BS !59 
Copland CDA-288 2,199 A gentle giant of a player that errs in favour of pastel shades rather than bold daubs of colour, one for refined tastes •I le MB 1880 163 
Denoa DCD-625 200 DCD-615 replacement is generously equipped but lacks sophisticated sound of its forebear el I • MB 1269 147 
Denon DCD-825 240 Despite extensive revisions, this latest player still sounds like a typical 18-bit Denon, which is no bad thing' •• ! , . • MB 1531 137 
Denon DCD-1015 350 Excellent, mid-range player- fast, fluid and lean • I• I • • MB 11599 141 
Denon DCD-3000 1,000 Sings with the temperament of a huge orchestra under the baton of a timid conductor, but very agreeable at that •I le MB 1881 163 
�!Ipse CD101a 80 If you want to know the sound of high order distortion, this is probably as good a place to start as any I I MB 144 
Narman/llardon HD710 200 I A player of integrity, but can sound a bit hard and rough when extended, and is somewhat amplifier fussy •I I • !bit 1 !59 
Narman/llardon HD730 300 Competitive at the price, with a coloured but dynamic and outgoing sound supported by a raft of user features •I ' • BS 166 
Heybrook Sicnature 989 Coarse, edgy and sometimes inconsistent sound, which is incompatible with the ambitious specification and engineering el I I MB 169 
JYC Xl-V284BK 140 Featuring a new set of bitstream innards, this flexible player has a refined, if occasionally unpredictable sound . , , . • !bit !1270 147 
JYCXL-Z574 250 Strong resolving power and good midband and dynamics, but slightly raw and thin i I I • • !bit I !59 
JYC Xl-Z67 4BK 300 Even-handed, but glosses over the most intimate moments e l l e • j1bit 1!637 151 
�enwood DP-3080 170 Bold, dynamtc and out&otng sound, though somewhat aggresstve. Poor build quality and finish I •• • I J!bit i 1 159 
�enwood DP-7090 400 I A. lively and compelling perfom�er Wlth an even-handed and coherent disposttton •I I• MB IJ 885 163 
llreiiiiPS 20i 9,990 Forthright, edge-of-the-seat sound with outstanding bass performance (tested in Statements) • I• I• • • MB 1!734 !55 
U1111Mimik 875 Useful multi-room features matched to strong bass, but poor imagery and transparency •I I I Hyb fl762 !55 
Marantz CD63Mkll Kl Sig 500 it 's the quintessential sound of Marantz- warm, open, and smooth almost to a fault •I I• •• I IHyb I 169 
Marantz CD-67 270 Dynamic, authoritative, and wide tonal response, but also shut-in and mid-forward balance •I • I , . .. , lj bit! !59 
Marantz CD-67 SE 350 Refined, enjoyable player, though ultimately a little soft-centred el •• • •  BS 166 
Marantz CD-17 800 Fabulous packaging and an excellent all round performer: smooth, detailed and consistent el BS 1763 155 
Meracus Tanto 1,395 Believable tonal colours and textures, refinement takes preference over dynamics- but it's not cheap •I DS I 169 
Meridian 508 (20-bit) 1,685 Combines a delicate mid and treble with rich, opulent bass and has impressive low-level resolution el l e • i BS h886 163 
Mlcromep Minium 400 Dynamically weak and some roughness offsets the pleasing tonal balance, articulate mid and strong bass '• I I I I bit !59 
Mlcromep Stage 6 960 Lucid, open sound quality with some dynamic limitations with certain discs. Upgradeable from lesser Stage models • I BS 169 
Mission dAD3 I 598 This front loader has a relaxed style of delivery that convinces with guile and subtlety rather than orchestral ordnance '- I BS 11887 163 
�ssion Cyrus dAD3Q. 898 LUCid, transparent and uncontnved sound quality, superb butld, and readtly upgradeable t• [MB I 169 
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Monrio Privilege 

4 Musical Fidelity A2 

Musical Fidelity E60 

Musical Fidelity FCD 

4 Myryad MCIOO 

NAD 512 

4 NAD514 

4 Halm Audio CD3 

4 Halm Audio C02 

4 Oakyo DX-1210 

Onkyo DX-7510 

4 Orelle CD-lOOEA 

4 Phi lips CD-721 

Pioneer PD-204 

Pioneer PD-S705 

Pioneer PD-S904 

4 Pioneer PD-S505 Precision 

4 Quad77 

4 hksan DP3P 

4 hksan Caspian 

4 Rolei RCD-970BX 

4 Sherwood CD-4030R 

Teac VRDS-lOSE 

Teac VRDS-25 

Technics Sl-PG480A 

Technics SL-PS770A 

Trichord Genesis 

Trichord Revelation 

Ylmaha CDX-490 

4 Ylmaha CD-X890 

4 Arcam Delta 250 

Audiolab SOOOCDM 

Audiomeca Kreatura SE 

4 Audiomeca Mephisto 

Unn Karik 

Meridian 500 

Mission Discmaster 

4 PS Audio lambda 

Roksan Attessa AIT-DP3 

4 ream Black Box 50 

Arcam Black Box 500 

Audio Note DACI 

Audiolab SOOODAC 

Audiomeca Elixir 

DPA PDM256 

Unn Numerik 

4 Meridian 563 

Mission Dacmaster 

4 PS Audio Ultralink 2 HDCD 

499 Warm (too warm), attractive and open player, a great improvement on (related) E60 169 

299 This entry-level player lacks proper stereo localisation and clarity 166 

700 A little extra get-up-and-go wouldn't go amiss, but its sheer maturity and composure ensure listenability BS 1889 163 

250 Simple, well-focused presentation, and articulate with it, though hard-nosed quality is not everyone's cup of tea I bit !59 

370 Boisterous sound, but undeniably attractive BS 1639 !51 

1,000 The idiosyncratically packaged CD3 is solid and highly articulate. Always has its feet on the ground though MB 1765 !55 

2,000 Provides bags of detail with a solid stereo focus but not all the romanticism we know to be possible MB 1890 163 

260 Well-bred CD player features an unusual digital filter, is smooth and cultured without appearing grey or boring BS 1273 147 

400 Strongly flavoured, assertive sound BS 1640 151 

649 Excellent imagery, timing and transparency, and readily upgraded or reconfigured MB 166 

130 Surprisingly well-sorted, articulate 1f slightly glossy and attractively presented sound. Captive signal lead bit !59 

!50 Generally easy on the ear, but can bite back, especially with complex high-frequency music content. Well endowed 1 bit 159 

460 Assured, fluid-sounding player, with great spatial coherence 166 

900 A true thoroughbred combining a penetrating insight into detail with poise rarely found at the price 163 

1,495 Dramatic and compelling, classical listeners should be ready to 'air conduct' when auditioning this player 163 

895 Solid, articulate, and fundamentally well-engineered player, but with some subtle low-level limitations 169 

375 A combination of solid build, useful facilities and an attention grabbing sound make this a winner 1897 163 

180 Easy on the ear, smooth-sounding player, with limits set by the slightly soft, compressed quality- and messy facia e e BS 159 

1,100 A very neutral, even handed sounding player with a rather flat, lifeless sound. Beautiful construction BS 1899 163 

170 Big, blowsy sound, is undermined by lack of precision and focus e e e 

350 Clearly a quality product in every sense, the Yamaha provides a spacious, refined and tuneful account of the music e e e 

Hyb 

1 bit 

I bit 

169 

166 

159 

166 

800 Arcam's best effort yet is a new design based on Philips CDM9 transport. Specification includes Sync lock facility e e 1491 130 

1,400 Super-slick transport and basically very honest sound, but lacking the last degree of fine detail e e 162 

1,400 Superb combo for those who like the sound of valves (tested with Elixir DAC in Sessions) e e MB 141 

2,350 Tested with Trichord Pulsar, the duo provides a highly composed and tactile sound e e 1320 144 

1,850 Based on early Linn transport, the Karik is dry but very positive, detailed and engrossing e e 1323 144 

1,245 Used with the 563 DAC, the combination is thin, brash and uncomfortable e e 1103 133 

1,900 Powerful performance- large and beefy without sounding fierce or aggressive (price includes Dacmaster) e 1104 133 

2,250 With Ultralink Two, sound positively sparkles with colour and resonant detail e e e 1106 133 

1,295 Not the most detailed or refined but capable of good excitement with the right material e e bit 162 

550 Superb quality engineering is mated to tidy and composed sound (tested with D-Tl) e e 1325 144 

480 Measured and sophisticated sound from a DAC that leaves plenty in reserve for future upgrades 

750 Sophisticated unit with sync lock and discrete OAC 

675 Oddball DAC with manual de-emphasis switch. Needs a high preamp input impedance or bass will suffer 

900 Basically very honest sound, but lacking the last degree of fine detail 

799 DAC was tested with Kreatura SE- see above 

3,650 Highly advanced, with adjustable dither. but the different settings only lead to compromise 

1,500 A new 20-bit DAC and revised Karik transport have cleaned up; but sounds a bit dry and humourless 

795 Warmer but no less detailed than the earlier 200-series, the 563 flies with a top-rate transport 

1,900 Powerful performance -large and beefy without sounding fierce or aggressive (price includes Discmaster) 

2,590 With lambda transport, the sound positively sparkles with colour and resonant detail 

Hyb 1506 133 

BS 1519 136 

MB 127 

BS 162 

BS 141 

BS 133 

MB 1323 144 

os 1103 127 

MB 1104 133 

PS Audio Rei link 4,550 Consolidates reputation of PS Audio for high performance digital electronics 

MB 1106 133 

MB 1069 132 

Roksan Attessa AIT-DA2/DS5 1,145 Not the most detailed or refined but capable of good excitement with the right material 

Teac D-Tl 500 Teamed with VRDS-Tl for test, this superb quality unit is tidy and composed 

4 eac D-700 600 With P-700, the 0-700 may lack the resolution. but is bubbly and entertaining 

Thorens TDA 2000 700 Lively and up-front presentation not helped by rather loose bass and splashy treble 

4 Trichord Pulsar Series One 1,395 Very detailed, precise, controlled yet involving; a first-rank performer. Switchable phase, dither etc 

I bit 162 

BS 1325 144 

MB 120 

BS 162 

Hyb 162 

You must listen to [[JllllQO For details of your nearest stockist, 
a 01480 451777. Or visit the company's WorldWideWeb site- http://www.mission-cyrus.com 
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D
igital recorders come in a variety of different guises, but have 
yet to make much of an impact on the domestic market. At 
present there are three types to choose from: OAT (digital audio 

tape), MD (MiniDisc), and CD-R (CD Recordable). MD's claim to fame 
is its optical disc fomnat, which offers instant track acoess and can't be 
wom out like a tape. OAT has been on the market for quite some time 
now, but has never really 'made it' as a consumer medium due to the 
dearth of pre-recorded material. However it has begun to carve itse� a 

niche in the top end of the market, repacng reel-to-reel as the audiophile's 
tape based medium. Home CD-R is coming into its own with Pioneer's 
PD-R05 machine attempting to set a trend. 

-·Ml&rl�-aiiMIIor� 

IIIICTII'£:IX!illlm-..CXIIMIIU:IIi-Phlipsllilsb'8Mn, 

1111-ndlil,ltjb-h!IJrilrlndlilllllilsllaln� 
lbil- qa bilp Sldlas Mo\SH, bit!llaln. PIWt1 at 

MIC TIP£: Anaio¥Je m di8lal <DWU types as per OCs. 
PORlJ8I.E: Can be 1\11 (jf ballaies but rd ne:8SSaliy persooal 
sloniosize. 
OPIDL IIWUIPIITS: Diii1a1 sa:lay for� cable. 

DIGITAL RECORDERS 
... 

El.ECl1!1CM.IIWUTPUTS: llijjtal soc!Etryftreloclrical cable. 
FACTSBACK NUMBER: The Factsback reference tor 

ordering a lax copy of the review. Use the contents page 

to find the Factsback information page. 

Pioneer D-05 900 Second generation 96kHz OAT recorder can offer startling realism with the right software - ie first generation 

PioiMr PDR-05 1,000 CD recorder that uses domestic blanks only (limited to 62 minutes), write once but excellent sound quality 

Pioneer D-C88 �.ooo State-of-the-art portable 96kHz OAT recorder, the size of a lap-top computer this Nagra country on the cheap 

Sonr MDA-JA3ES 1700 Full-width MD recorder that makes a decent job of recordings but is less impressive with pre-recorded material 

Recommended 

ISSUE NUMBER: The issue ol Hi-Fi Choice in which the oigjnal 

review appeared. 

il( /, �� /, �4tl lof.ru, 
-'"o-9. o4c ,;.or: ,;..o'll:t. �/ov, �/qlll),"4' �o., � �o., lff4r � � 'llq �.r � '��t-9 '��t-9 

OAT BS BS I • • 1652 a 52 

I CO-R BS j BS • • 1652 a 52 

OAT BS BS • • • 1431 �50 

MD BS BS • • 1216 1152 

T 
here are a variety of different approaches to headphone 

design. Among the more expensive models, electrostatic 

drivers are used in open-backed phones. Most models 

feature dynamic (moving coil) drivers in circular, open or closed-back 

designs. The advantage of open backs seems to be a correspondingly 

open sound, but one can also hear external noise, of course. Closed-back 

designs are useful in situations where it is necessary to· block out noise. 

ear; supra-aural designs feature a flat pad which presses on the outer 

ear; and intra-aurals (in-€ar) rest inside the ear itse�. a la personal stereos. 
For best results a separate headphone amplifier is recommended. 

TII'E:��D-djnanic,E-IIioclmstatic. 
SII'IIWIM:-wllna lllltaiii8SSIIS oothe IlB eat 
...... Slllewlidlendooas the eat 
OPBIIIM:I: (lllnlll open SOII1d but lels in lllise. 

a.osm BACK: Keeps oot flldemal noise. 
WEI6IIf (G): Mass in IPIIIS 

ll'mAHCE (Q), llalmra.dmthe ��,.else 

lloq�the-the�thekul!rthennltrar;..r> 

arr(ifieroJt>t 
3.5MM JACI( Alloll"roR: Can be used with rrini-jack-equipped 

components such as personal steroos . 
FACTSBACK NUMBER: The Factsback reference tor 

Recommended 

ordering a lax copy ol the review. Use the contents page 

to find the Factsback information page. 

ISSUE NUMBER: The issue of Hi-Fi Choice in which the 

original review appeared. 

HEADPHONES 
ol'qA 7qtl Qp, C(Q. /tf. i<>tQ. <ft:.t <ft:.t Sqi' �"u �.,4u, ��e. :!'to e. �6'<1?J ,..�ctr. 

4o4" �o., �o., � 194( 194( <ft:.r <ft:.r �) ')) �-9 'lltq 'lltq 
... 

AKGKlOOO 700 One of the best dynamics on the market, hooks directly into speaker outputs D 1•1•1 270 120 99 

Audio Technlca ATH910PRO 90 The closed back 910s are an improvement on the 909s, with a nice rhythmic quality rarely found with headphones D • I I • 280 I 40 55 

Berer DTlOO 152 Rugged, modular professional design, but bass is woolly and treble lacks detail 0 1 • I• 350 600 157 

BererDT311 57 Uncharacteristically tight, unrefined sound quality from this otherwise well engineered 'phone 0 • • 124 40 • 1098 133 

Beyer OT331 82 Tonally bright and deficient in bass, but exceptionally comfortable, articulate, detailed and refined I o I • • 210 40 • 1801 157 

[le,er DT411 69 A reasonable but not very thrilling headphone that doesn't really offer enough at the price 0 • • 120 250 111 

BererDT531 135 A good buy for serious, heavy-duty music making I o •I• I 245 250 144 

BererDT911 235 Probably too revealing for many headphone amps, these are very subtle and fine, if expensive cans 0 elel 275 250 111 

Denon AH-0550 80 A competent 'phone with integrity, but little panache or charisma. Hard headband causes brain strain D , . . le 200 35 1• 1801 157 

llrldo SR-80 100 Clear, open and dynamic with pedantically open mid-band. Crude physical design, rough frequency extremes 0 • le I 60 8 • 1801 157 

81'1do SR225 200 Warn, darkly-coloured tonally and ultimately lacking in clarity, but true to the spirit of the music if not the letter 0 • , . , 200' 32 1883 163 

!Jetklin Float Modell 79 While very unusual in appearance, the Floats give remarllable sound quality and openness at a reasonable price 0 •1•1 1 4oopoo 55 

.Jtcklln Float Model 2 99 Helmet shaped, but open sounding and comfortable in the long term, despite lack of adjustment 0 elel l4oo 200 � 63 

JYC HA·D910 65 Broadly acceptable if unexciting design with low level losses and some colourations D • I le 1 220 32 • 121 

lllnwood KH·lOOO 20 First step-up from a true mini: a near miniature which is cheap, comfortable and inoffensive ID • • 30 32 • 121 

Mm!IHP-3000 30 Solid, smooth-sounding supra-aural headphone, but congested and undynamic. Includes in-lead controls D • • 120 32 • 1099 133 

Pncide Ergo Mode l 2 140 Still has much of the spaciousness and detachment of the Float from which it is derived, but has a coarse mid/top D • 380! 100 1892 163 

llm RDH-300CD 17 In-lead controls are the highlights of this shoddy, sometimes aggressive-sounding design 0 • • 155 8 •• 133 

Sennhelaer HD455 55 Inoffensive, if nondescript sound, modular, but can become dislodged from head ID ,. 1•1 I 185 1 60 • 1801 157 

jsenpheise r HD565 Ovation 150 Wide bandwidth design which is refined, expressive and extremely comfortable 0 •1•1 255 150 • 1801 157 

S.nhelser HE-60/HE¥70/UK 998 Very nearly a superb electrostatic, with an achingly pure midband, but top end is sibilant and edgy E •I• I 260 n/a 1898 163 

Soar MDR-CD710 100 Neutrality and comfort make the Sony easy to live with. Technically correct-sounding too, yet musically unrewarding 0 •l l•l - l - • 1801 157 
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HEADPHONES (CONTINUED) 
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. .. 
Sony MDR-CD1700 199 Astonishingly detailed, uncoloured and free of the usual artefacts from a sealed back headphone. Tremendous value D • • 325 32 • 1901 63 
Stax lllmbda Nova Basic 449 Refined, articulate, yet with real presence -and a notable bargain by electrostahc standards E I• • 347 n/a 1902 63 
Tecllnics RP-HT700 70 Well-finished but physically crass and grubby sounding 0 • • 255 • 1801 57 
V"IYIIICO SR650 50 Unusually comfortable 'phone with excellent detail resolution but aggressive, thanks to tweeter resonance 0 • • 175 - • _I� � Vivanco SR750 60 Cossetting physical design, attractive sound an pricing, though suffers overhang and lacks ultimate dynamics 0 • I•· 188 • 1801 57 
YiYanco IR71 00 120 Infra-red phones that work well but suffer from the limitations of the medium ie compression and hiss (Sessions) 0 • • 265 - 49 

[Zj SE 1\11\1 HE IS ER HEADPHONES ARE THE ESSENTIAL ACCESSORY! 
To find your nearest dealer, call � (01494) 551551. And don't miss Sennheiser's Web site on the Net- http://www.sennheiser.com 

A
s the last item in the hi-fi chain, the loudspeaker is merely the 

slave of what has gone before; it is only as gooc as the signal 

it is fed. Nevertheless, the distortions introduced by 

loudspeakers (and rooms) tend to be the most obvious. 

The average loudspeaker consists of an enclosure plus a couple of drive 

units behind a removable grille. Inside the box lurks a simple electrical 

circuit known as a crossover, which divides the incoming (full range) 

signal into the right bits for the drivers to handle. The designer's primary 

for a given electrical input) against the bass extension (how low it goes), 

for the given box size. 

Subwoofers augment the bass and come in passive and amplified active 

form. They are less sensitive to placement than regular speakers. 

I ll Best Buy 4 Recommended 

SIZE WllltliD (CII): W1dlh 1rt l1li;1t 1rt deplh in crimelras. 
fi.OOIISIMIIII: M�tl I1!QUirirw a decicaiBd sllnl. 
SEIISIIMlT (M): Elficierq, how nu:h wlume you get for a 

IIIPEIIIHCE !m Measured in Ohms impedance rt is a measure 
� how hard a klJdspealer is to drive, lhe lower lhe number the 
""""jXM8fui the �llOI!ds to be. 

reproduce, based on in-room measurements. 

FREE SIW:t: SpeaivJrs shoo� be placed 3'Wf from walls. 

ClOS( 10 WAI.L � is recomll>lllded that these spealolrs be 
placed close (between 3 and 12cml ID the rear wan. 

FACTSBACK NUMBER, The refereoce IOf ordering a lax C011i of the 
revew. use the cordems page to find lhe Factsback page 

ISSUE NUMBER, The issue of Hi-Fi Choice in which the 

original review appeared . ....., iniU; the -Uie kulec BASS FROM (llz): The lowest fleQuency that a spealer can 

HI·FI LOUDSPEAKERS 
'( �4] OoqJ'); llltt�y; ��'to� <l'.r PqQ. Pqt/0St r, '�C.t 41 J'Ut 41 "0rc� ""'otq ruo� ""ct0; "'f#{l 3P4c: �{( 'U4fot/4totq 

. .. 
Acoustic Ent'IY AE109 350 
Acoustic Ene'IY AE120 500 
ATC SCM20 1,599 
Audio Gem Emerald 540 
Audio Note AN-J/0 930 
Alldkl Note AN-E/D 1,520 
Audio Physic Tempo 1,999 
Aldloveclor 3X 1,500 
B&W DM302 150 
B&WDM&01 200 
B&WDM&02 300 
B&W3G5 350 
B&W 603 500 
B&WP4 675 
B&WCDM1 600 
I&W Matrix 605 V 1095 
I&W Matrix 804 1695 
BlW Matrix 801S3 3,995 
B&W Nautilus 35,000 
lose 305 430 
Bose 401 500 
Cadence ES 3,500 
Castlelsis 230 
Castle Severn 539 
Castle Avon 700 
Castle Harlech 849 
Castle Howard S2 1,200 
Celestion Al 899 
Cerwin-Vega YS10 350 
Chario Syntar 100 250 
Dill 1048 370 
O,Uudio Contour 1.8 1,84 
Elec:trofluidics Sonolith 2.2x1 5,999 
Epos ES12 500 
Epos ES14 675 
Epos ES22 1,185 
Epos ES25 1,655 
Faraday Siren 445 

Hl-Fl CHOICE 

Lots of mass-loaded twin-driver speaker for the money, especially for loud, driving bass 

Attractive presentation and good sonic headroom, but a heavy, uneven overall balance, and a difficult amp load too 

Massively built, invariably informative but the rather forward presentation can be uncomfortable 

Pretty compact floorstander with lively � lightweight sound 

Light damping and local unevenness add some colouration, but don't spoil the speaker 

Coherent, dynamic and transparent, with extended bass and high sensitivity - but ugly! 

Tall and unusually-styled floorstander has stunning stereo but suspect bass tuning 

Superior time coherence, a wide dynamic range and exception bass/mid balance 

Highly competent and neutral all rounder; clever Prism enclosure 

Great main driver for the price, entertaining dynamics 

Prefers tall stands and space, but offers impressive midband dynamics and musical tension 

Ridged paper cone gives lively sound, clever box, but a little uneven 

Squat floorstander with decent dynamics and well-judged, restrained balance; bass could go deeper 

Strikes a nice balance between all-out studio monitor sound and bass-filled crowd pleaser (tested in Sessions) 

Gorgeous stand-mount delivers unusually good bass for its size 

Stylish, remarkable imaging, good balance and low colouration 

A great all-rounder which combines exceptional bass extension with fine sensitivity 

Lacks transparency and the drama of the best dynamics, but acoustically a tour de force 

Radical design results in one of the finest loudspeakers available. Active x-over needs 4 power amps (Statements) 

Fine dynamic liveliness and a good room match counter strange imaging and treble 

Cheaply built but distinctively styled, lhe 401 suffers from heavy midband 

Hybrid electrostatic/dynamic design from India that excels with classical material (Statements) 

A great miniature at a very competitive price. Sound is lightweight but very coherent, with a fine overall balance 

Light and bright, but sound is open and communicative. Looks good too 

Lovely box and lovely voices from carbon-fibre composite cone 

Handsome big-sounding floorstander, great value and dynamic midrange 

Ably fills the gap between Chester and Winchester; has a rich, laid-back balance 

Rich, warm and laid-back, but a true quality sound; lovely build 

Not all that refined but ballsy as heck, these rock boxes have no shortage of gung-ho 

Pretty with a pleasantly easygoing balance, but not the most communicative or exciting sound around 

Lively, rich sounding and communicative. Shame about bland styling and dull balance 

Wonderful voice-band delicacy and loads of deep bass from a very elegant and compact box 

Polymer concrete cabinet with aluminium cones produces world class imaging and very serious bass (Statements) 

High quality luxury stand-mount has great midband and stereo imaging 

Substantial stand-mount delivers delightful midrange focus and delicacy with good bass control 

Elegant floorstander with 'safe' balance that can be enlivened with the right cable and energetic material (Sessions) 

Handsome floorstander with a rather uneven and bass heavy balance 

High mass concrete cabinet is let down by imbalance of ageing driver combination 

18,90,25 • 88 4 25 • 1904 164 
18,98,28 • 89 4 25 • r 170 
24,44,31 83 8 28 • 86 
18,94,21 • 87 6 40 • 190� 164 
38,58,25 93 8 25 • 110 
36,84,28 • 94 8 20 • 106 

22,107,47 • 88 8 28 • • 1344 143 
19,32,98 • 89 8 20 • 1348 143 
19,32,22 88 4 45 • 177� 156 

20.5,35.5,23 88 6 30 • 1779 156 
24,49,31 90 8 30 • 1654 152 
22,87,31 • 89 4 40 • 1908 164 

23.5,88,29 • 89 7 45 • 1 170 
20,81,25.6 • 88 8 50 • 156 
22,38,28 88 6 30 • 18i8 160 
33,33,21 87 8 30 • 98 
26,96,26 • 88 4 20 • 167 
44,100,56 • 87 8 20 • 81 
42,105,90 • 87 4 10 • 166 
23,45,28 8 40 • 78 
30,30,76 • 4 28 110 
33,108,37 • 91 8 35 • 1798 157 
17, 35.5,21 87 8 45 • 170 
23,77,20 88 8 47 • 1658' 152 
22,91,28 • 85 8 22 • 1909 164 
20,96,33 • 88 8 28 • 182lt 160 
26,104,41 • 90 8 40 • 1078 132 
24,41,35 88 6 25 • 19 H{ 164 
33,70,29 • 95 6 37 • 175&' 155 
18,32,27 87 6 45 • 170 
22,86,27 • 93 4 28 • 1657, 152 
21,95,29 • 85 4 20 • 167 

38,95,42.5 • 86 4 n/a • 1139 
20,38,25 85 8 45 • 1823 160 
23,49,29 87 8 25 • 98 
21,88,25 • 87 6 58 • 1629 151 
24,90,35 • 88 6 22 • 13461 143 

·-

25,27,46 90 4 48 • L 94 
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Gale 2i 140 I Unspectacular sound and appearance fail to help this solid little miniature stand out from the crowd 22,40,27 88 7 40 • 170 
GLL lmagio IC130 530 Lots of speaker for the money, but sound is decidedly dull and shut in 22,112,29 • 88 4 20 • 1824 160 
Harbeth BBC LS3/5A 699 Still a classic miniature. though not to every taste, and none the better for the recent update 19,30,18 82 10 80 • 66 
Heybrook Prima I 139 Fine pace and timing, but balance is forward and bass.is tight 20,29,18 87 6 50 • 110 
Heybrook Heylette 269 Attractive traditional-style near-miniature has fine bass-to-mid integrity, but dull and shut-in top end 19.5,30,20 89 6 � 45 ! • 170 
Heybrook Heylios 389 Great all-round pertormance m a pretty package at a sharp pnce 24.36.27 87 6 25 • 164 
Heybrook Heylo 439 Good vocal reproduction, but sounds thin and bass seems an afterthought 23,73,19 • 88 q 30 • 1658 152 

I Heybrook Quartet 649 Solidly large bookshelf model with good sensitivity and a lively, forward sound 24,41,22 90 8 48 • 122 
Heybrook Sextet 1,299 Coherent and highly analytical, partly due to distinct upper-mid forwardness 27,90,20 • 88 8 25 • 1102 

I Infinity Reference 1i 150 Although not to our tastes, this is a competent speaker, and decent material value I 20,34,20 89 6 50 • 1403 148 
Jamo BX100A 350 A cracking output for their size, these rock boxes can be a bit bright but have decent bass 31.5,54,28 91 8 40 • 1758 155 
Jamo Classic 8 400 A lot of speaker for the money; good when playing quietly, but boom 'n tizz character sounded crude 22,90,29 • 90 4 28 • 1659 152 

f Jamo 477A 500 Very prettily styled, but build and sound quality are disappointing at the price 19,77,28 • 88 4 40 • 1549 138 
1 Jamo Concert 8 1,300 Employing a die cast magnesium cone with a charming open and detailed midband (Statements) 24.5,38,31 90 4 38 • 1822 160 
JBL LX2 250 Lively and mvigoratmg, if a touch crude, th1s good-hearted speaker reproduces mus1c with considerable enthusiasm 22,40,27 87 8 40 • 170 
JBL L20 700 Pricey, heavy and a bit laid back, but this is a fine rock'n'roller which is dynamic and communicative 26,42,28 86 8 30 • 1550 138 
JBL l40 1,000 Classic, large, stand-mount 3-way is full of vim and vigour, with a superb sense of balance 30,65,31 88 4 23 • 167 

1JB L L90 1 1,500 A class1c monitor wh1ch commun1cates w1th gusto and enthusiasm, though 1t can sound a b1t crude 24,94,35 • 91 6 23 • 1348 143 
Jordan Watts JH400 565 Piano-finish hexagon has controversial sound, with uneven balance but delightful mid � 28,38,21 86 8 50 • 106 

'JPW Mini Monitor 60 Ultra-cheap mm1ature works well m a lim1ted way 18,27,17.5 86 8 50 • 1781 156 
JPW Gold Monitor I 80 I More mformative than Mm1 Monitor - but fiercer too 18,27,17.5 86 8 50 • 1782 156 
JPW Ml510 140 lots of good-quality speaker for the pnce, but not an Ideal match for cheap budget components 20,34,22 88 5 5o r. 169 
!JPW MS1010 400 A seriously substantial speaker for the price. and an obvious choice for those who like their music loud 22.5,115,40 • 91 6 25 • 170 

JPW Ruby 1 400 Very pretty but pricey luxury metal-cone miniature has good, if slightly edgy balance 19,32,21 87 6 55 • 1572 139 
I KEF Coda 7 130 lovely open voice reproduction, but bass could be tauter; build tougher 18,30,23 88 6 50 1 • 1783 156 

I 
KEF Coda 8 190 Outstandingly well-balanced, bass is deep but a little vague 20,32.5,29 86 6 28 1784 156 
KEF Coda 9 

E 
300 Uneven budget 3-way floorstander with poor bass definition 20,86,28 • 89 6 30 I e 1785 156 

1KEF ROM One 500 Cute and tiny, nice midband but lack of bass warmth and weight 23,30,24 88 6 70 • 164 
KEF Reference Model 2 1,599 Classy, large floorstander that has massive headroom and clean mid-to-treble, but limited deep bass for size 23,103,34 • 89 4 30 • 167 
Keswick Audio Aria 11 329 Confident and dynamic sound, rf a little crude and shut rn 21,42.24 89 8 20 • 1405 148 
Keswick Audio Torino 900 Good value, lively contender with distinctive shape and styling. Goes loud and deep but could be smoother 18-26, 93,28 • 90 4 20 • 167 
Lino Keilidh Passive 750 Stunning timing and coherence, and awesome bass drive 20,83,28 • 87 4 22 • 1552 138 
Lino Kaber Passive 2,000 Dry, bright balance emphasises dynamics and transients, but can sound unforgiving 20,90,28 • 87 4 25 • 118 
Living Voice Airscout 19,500 You want dynamics? Get a horn, get a very, very good horn. This is a very, very good horn. Tested with RW24 horn sub 62.5,115,57 • 104 8 60 • 163 
Living Voice Air Partner S 37,200 Outstanding transparency and dynamics from remarkably solid and fast mega horn 64,160,90 • 108 8 40 • 138 
Meridian DSP6000 9,400 Sophisticated digital design, with a wide-ranging, refined and detailed sound. Has on-board amplification I 28,133,43 • 35 • 1226 140 
Mission 731 PRO ' 140 Cautrous balance makes a fme match wrth budget equrpment. A classy baby for smaller rooms 17.5,31.5,20 89 8 55 • 169 
Mission 733i 330 New tweeter gives this floorstander a more open sound; a good all-rounder that doesn't sound as big as it looks 20.5,88,30 • 88 8 45 • 170 
Mission 753 Freedom 798 Great styling. New, more restrained tweeter reveals fme mrdband dynamrcs 21.90,31 • 89 4 40 • 164 
Mission 754 Freedom 5 '1,298 Tall but exceptionally elegant floorstander gives fine midband projection; goes loud but limited deep bass for size 22,111,31 • 88 4 40 • 167 

r Monitor Audio Monitor 3 400 I An exceptionally discreet floorstander; sonically uneven, it's capable of fine results if used in a sympathetic system 16,91,21 • 88 5 30 • 170 
Monitor Audio MA700 PMC 600 Good-looking luxury compact with all-metal diaphragms, lovely mid range, but occasionally edgy I 22,35,26 89 8 45 • t661 152 
Monitor Audio MA703 PMC 800 lovely but pricey floorstander has up-front, coherent 'shiny' sound 20,89,27 • 88 8 50 • 1826 160 

I Monitor Audio Studio 12 1,000 A real looker, but sound and content are a bit on the small side for the price 17,92,20 • 90 8 28 • 1349 143 
Mordaunt-Short MS10i 140 Up front, bouncy and a whole lot of fun 18.5,30.5,20 86 8 50 • 1789 1 56 
Mordaunt-Short MS30i 275 Slightly shut-in and coloured quality is compensated by fine bass and impressive communication 25,43,28 90 8 28 • 1662 152 
Mordaunt-Short Pert 860 i 1,895 Although a very neutral loudspeaker it can, with the right ancillaries. pack a serious punch (Statements) 26,86,35 • 90 6 35 • 1367 146 
Musical Technology Kestrel SE 300 Brighter and drier-sounding than the standard Kestrel (and not the better for it) 20,84,19 • 84 5 50 • 164 
Musical Technology Harrier 400 Very pretty package, good measured pertormance and even sound. Sensitivity is low, and dynamics limp 25,80,23 • 86 8 25 • 1663 152 
Nairn Intra 660 Great dynamic ra� and info retrieval, but thrn. lacks warmth 24.89,27 • 89 6 30 • 164 
Naim SBL Passive I 1,970 Lively and punchy- smoother but more upfront than before i 27,89,27 • 88 6 25 • 1352 p143 
Neat Mystique 575 Elegant compact floorstander has good all-round sound and value 20,85,18 • 84 8 25 • 1827 160 
Neat Petite 11 7451 Compact design now utilising ribbon tweeter with a fine sense of timing and surprising musicality (tested in Sessions) 20,30,18 86 8 33 • 160 
Neat Petite 11/Gravitas 2,000 Beautifully presented miniature/subwoofer combo with ribbon tweeter gives smooth, laid-back sound 23,105,40 • 85 6 25 • 1167 
NHT SuperOne 358 A fine compromise between size and pertormance. though sensitivity and loudness capability is modest 18.5,29.5,23 85 8 30 • 170 
Origin live Conqueror I 1,650 Chunky floorstanding 3-way has lovely cabinetwork and lively sound, but limited deep bass 24,94,27 • 88 8 30 • h67 
Pink Triangle Ventrical 999 If you are after Quad Electrostatic-type transparency but can't afford the price . (Sessions) 15,80,32 I 86 11 • 1142 
PMC TB1 410 Superb transparency, subtle lard-back sound, well worth seekmg out 20,40,31 I 87 8 45 • 18301160 
PMC LBl 935 Delightful smoothness and transparency, though bass and treble are both limited 18,53,25 89 4 33 • 110 
PMC A81 1,496 lovely panel-like transparency, slightly shut-in balance, needs a big room 26,79,43 89 6 22 • 114 
Polk LS50 800 No enthusiast tweaks here, but powertul and beautiful balance 27,83,29 • 89 8 25 • 1155 138 
Polk RT16 800 Bass rich, lively and powertul, but suspect top end; big and not very pretty 22,105,39 • 91 4 22 • 1831 160 
Polk LS70 1 1.200 High sensitivity, but balance has too much midbass boom; mid-top is laid back 31,94,37 • 90 8 1 22 • 1084 132 
Proac Response 2.5 2,700 For aspirant high-enders looking for seriously good conventional boxes, this speaker should be first port of call 22,107,25 • 86 8 30 • 1457 149 
QLN Qubic 222 400 Ugly but good value floorstander with loads of bass and a smooth balance 21,87,29 • 88 61 25 • 1832 160 
QLN Signature 1,000 Attractive pyramidal stand-mount with heavy, laid- back balance but remarkably unboxy sound; superb stereo 27,37,36 • 83 4 25 • 167 
Quad ESL-63 3,450 Classic electrostatic lacks punch, but has strengths some can't live without 66,93,27 • 86 8 34 • 60 
Rega Kyle 198 Has splendid timing and coherence, sounds very explicit and informative 19,31,19 87 8 lso • 114 
Rega EL8 298 Kyle drivers in compact floorstander gives more bass but less coherence 17,72,20 • 86 8 55 • 122 
Rega ELA Mk 11 498 Pretty and smooth, the latest incarnation has a superb midband and excellent communicative skills 30,80,20 • 87 8 � 40 • 1578 139 
Rega XEL 1,040 looks and sounds great balance bright but even, with delightful coherence and timing 20,82,30 � • 89 6 40 • 1083 132 

I Rehdeko RK 115a ' 1,700, Single-driver.system has limited bandwidth and obvious coloration, but wondrous dynamic and temporal coherence 34,42,27 95 8 55 • 167 
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Revolver Beretta lOO Great bass for the pnce, a bit crude further up 19,35,22 87 8 45 • 1790 !56 
Revolver Colt 139 A good all-rounder, if a little bland, and excellent value for money 30,19,22 88 6 48 • 1407 148 
Revolver 250 250 A nice price for a floorstander, but over-bright sound balance has potentially fatiguing consequences 21,85.5,25 • 87 8 22 �· 170 
Revolver 260 350 A no-nonsense presenter of rock with plenty of dynamics, not too refined (tested in Sessions) 2!.5,9!.6,30 • 89 6 40 • 1731 154 
RMS Revelation Series 1 1,300 Innovative metal-box compact with integral port/stand- clean with good timing but very laid-back balance 20,99,24 • 81 8 22 • 167 
Rogers LSl 149 High grade miniature 20,20,30 87 6 • 1408 143 
Rogers dBlOl 250 Style par excellence, this shapely sub-miniature is fast and agile but lightweight and forward, great voices; lacks bass 20,26,20 88 6 45 • 170 
Rogers Studio 3 499 Pricey LS3/5A derived miniature, excitingly coherent if lightweight, can't go loud 19,30,16 85 8 30 • ll8 
Rogers LS3/5A 699 Clever AB! stand/subwoofer helps the classic 3/SA monitor give its best shot 19,31,17 • 82 12 ! 45 • 1354 143 
Rogers Studio 5 699 Luxury finish bookshelf-size model has genuine monitoring capabilities 25,25,48 89 8 40 • 1556 !38 
Rogers Studio 7 899 Latest variation on classic BBC-monitor theme has beautifully voiced, laid-back sound 30,63,30 90 8 30 • 122 
Rogers C6/28 1,303 Large floorstander with carbon-fibre tweeter. Sounds much better than it looks, especially through the midband 25,103,29 • 88 6 20 • 167 
Roksan ROKone 595 Large stand-mount is musically very communicative if a little coloured 21,45,33 89 6 30 1834 160 
Roksan Ojan 3 Black 795 Squat, stylish and black, great bass extension and somewhat uneven balance 28,76,46 • 88 8 20 • 1082 132 
Roksan OJ3X Black 995 Innovative low-line, 2-way floorstander with decoupled tweeter; great bass and fine dynamic range 28,79,46 • 84 8 20 • 167 

Royd Minstrel 269 Not much wellie or loudness but fme coherence and timmg, a b1t bright 18,69,12 86 '8 30 • 1167 135 
Royd Doublet 450 Great value compact floorstander; lively and very informative, if a little uneven 18,93,19 • 90 4 28 • 1835 160 
Royd The Sorcerer 595 Extremely musical and communicative speaker that's fun to listen to. Aesthetics could use improving though 20,3l.l8 86 1 8 35 • 139 
Royd Abbot 665 Dynamic and fine transient qualities are hampered by a rather coloured mid-forward balance 20,81,30 • 90 8 43 • liS 
Ruark Talisman 11 749 Less ideologically committed than some, strength lies in fine all-round coherence 23,84,32 • 88 I 8 30 • 118 
Ruark Crusader 1,600 Elegant luxury 3-way with wondertully even-handed, if rather laid-back balance 24,94,31 • 85 6 22 • 167 
Ruark Equinox 1,849 The primary strength of this speaker is its ability to remove itself from the picture 25,88,34 • 88 6 45 • LJ227 140 
SO Acoustics SD3R 649 New SD3 has the agility and charm of a quality miniature, good bass and low sensitivity 20,38,30 87 8 25 • i 106 
SD Acoustics SD5 1,549 Bass suspect but forward midband is delightfully smooth. Has ribbon tweeter 20,ll0,30 • 88 8 30 • 1081 132 
SO Acoustics SDlE 2,995 Two-part design with four rear firing bass drivers that has vibrancy, transparency and energy (Statements) 25,120,40 • 90 6 2s I• 159 
Sequence 400 330 Clever hang-on-wall panel is well voiced, though bass isn't too great 25,100.7 86 1 8 45 • 164 
Shahinian Arc 1,875 Occasionally wondertul small floorstanding omni; bright but coherent and revealing 35,69,25 88 6 24 • 110 
Silverado Raider 695 Beautifully built audiophile compact, neutral if bright, tough work for amps 20,40,25 83 3 30 • 164 
Sonus Faber Concerto 1,098 Beautiful Italian bookshelf design with superb midrange but limited loudness capabilities (Statements) 22.5,36,34 87 8 45 165 
Spendor 2020 399 Utilising an oval drive unit in a stylish cabinet, this is a neutral design with AV inclinations (tested in Sessions) 18,34,26 87 ! 8 • 1756 155 
Spendor 2030 599 Discreet slimline floorstander with delicately coherent, laid-back sound 18,89,27 • 87 8 30 • j1836 160 
Tanpnt Monitor 5 80 An uneven pertormer best suited to small rooms and generous volume levels 17.5,27,18 83 I 8 55 • 169 
Tangent Monitor 9 150 Budget floorstander that can motor when the music demands with a solid bass but occasionally raw treble .5,75.5,22.5 • 90 6 45 • 165 
Tannoy Mercury M2 140 A fine all-rounder with big box and deep bass for the price; could be sweeter and tighter 20.5,38,28 87 8 25 • 169 
Tannoy Profile 631 150 Balanced, open, unboxy and quite lively, but lacks muscle 19,34,15 87 6 60 • �616 141 
Tannoy Profile 631SE 170 Very refined midband; maybe too laid-back for some 3-19,34,16 86 7 45 1791 156 
Tann oy Mercury M3 230 Good-lookmg fine value floorstander IS very neutral and evenhanded, with fine m1dband but weak dynamics and drive 20.5,87,28 • 87 7 20 • 170 
Tannoy Profile 633 300 Impressive bass and balance from very compact floorstander. Upper midband could be cleaner 29,75,28 • 89 85 20 • 1665 !52 
Tannoy Profile 635 450 Beefy low-line floorstander packs real bass punch and an up-front balance 7-29,85,27 • 90 6 22 • 1665 160 
Tannoy Profile 637 550 Good value package but a rather heavy, thick, big-bass sound 17-29,84,27 • 90 3 20 • 164 
Tannoy 0300 1,000 Gorgeous-looking compact floorstander. And a fine all-round pertormer too 16-24,85,23 • 87 6 26 • 167 ---
ilannoy 0500 1,999 Plenty of muscle and stereo, but short of poise and delicacy. Hard work for amps 31,93,34 • 91 6 20 • 1355 143 
iJannoy Westminster TW 6,600 These awesome horn-loaded speakers are remarkably controlled and impressive large • 99 8 38 • C93 
TDL Near Field Monitor 120 Despite low price, this is an unimpressive pertormer, poor low frequency resolution and analysis being main flaws 18,30,17 87 8 50 • 1043 !30 
TOL RTL2 280 Spacious, weighty and enveloping sound if you can accept the laid-back balance 20,73,22 87 8 25 • 1412 148 
TDL RTL3 400 Bargain-price floorstander has rich, heavy and bright sound wilh a good scale 20,90,37 • 90 8 25 • 126 
TDL T-line 3 750 Plenty of bass and treble, but broad midband is rather repressed 20,97,38 • 86 8 20 • I 164 
TDl Studio lm 899 Transmission line helps bring the best from metal cone driver 23,77,34 86 8 20 • ll8 
Technics SB-M20 200 Well-balanced with natural perspectives and fine midband coherence, but bass is a bit boxy and uneven 20,32,23 70 8 50 • 1413 148 
Technics SB-M500 450 This model offers a clean, open sound, offset by midbass, heavy balance and low sensitivity 25,78,37 • lOO 8 25 • 1666 152 
Totem Model One 1,195 Utterly delightful but exasperatingly expensive luxury miniature sets the benchmark for its size 17,31,23 87 4 28 • 122 
Yandersteen 2Ce 1,395 Elegant staggered baffle contributes to a refreshing freedom from boxiness 41,101,27 • 88 r 7 23 • 86 
Wharfedale Diamond 7.2 140 A good-hearted, lively and up-front pertormer that's a little lacking in subtlety and smoothness 19,29.5,23 88 4 45 • 169 
Wharfedale Valdus 400 199 Goes very loud with a minimum of amplification, but the sound is very thick and uneven, with a heavy upper bass 25,80,26 • 91 8 30 • 1414 148 
Wharfedale Valdus 500 299 Offering a large version of events these rock boxes can move plenty of a1r, albeit not as subtly as alternatives 5,108,26.5 • 91 4 40 • 758 �1 55 
Wbarfedale MFM-3 350 Smooth broad midband gives fine voice rendition; bass could be better 22,89,28 • 87 8 40 • 164 
Wilson benesch ACTl 6,400 Stylish, technically advanced and sonically as clean as a whistle, this is truly a high-end loudspeaker (Statements) 23,108, 37 • 89 6 40 • 1852 162 
lYPAI 199 Cute metal cased micro-miniature is quite coloured but great fun 14,22,12 88 8 30 • l!O 

: .. 
B&WAS6 500 Good material value with a fair amount of low bass from 100W active design 45,51,45.5 • 30 1736 !54 
Celestion CS135 139 Compact hideaway passive sub lacks deep bass for high sensitivity speakers 52,!9,34 • 86 8 45 • 128 
Jamo SW&OO 530 Has some neat styling touches and remote control but deep bass is limited (active) 38,41,53 • 30 1736 154 
KEF Model 30B 500 Commendably discreet with good sense of timing but limited extension (active) 38.5,37.43 • I 45 1736 154 
IIEFAVl 2,500 Works well, looks great, shakes the windows but costs a lot and is bulky 56,43,50 • 45 128 
living Voice RW24 ll,SOO The only horn subwoofer on the UK market brings new meaning to low frequency energy, speed and resolution 146,84,59 • 104 8 40 • 1163 
M&KVX-78 450 Baby of a big range this active design delivers deep, plenteous bass albeit lacking in transparency 35,25,37 • 40 1736 154 
RoprsABl 549 Subwoofer-cum-stand designed as partner for LS3/5a or similar miniatures 19,57,16 • 82 8 • 1354 143 

.-J TO DISCOVER HOW YOU CAN ENJOY THE "EXPERIENCE OF SOUND" .-J 
m® e (01622) 672261 181 FREEPOST ME15 6BR ® http://www.kef.com m® 
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IEIGHT (CM): Heijll of stand or equipment si'Oif. 
lOP PUlE SIZE CCMh OmensiJns altnp plate on spealer stand 

or 8Qiipment suppcrt 
FIWBl£: Some speai<er stands can be filled with sand and/or 

H 
i-fi furniture is more important than y

-

ou might imagine. The 

effect it can have on the sound of your system is far from 

subtle. Hi-fi furniture can be split up 1nto two categories­

equipment supports and loudspeaker stands. 

lt is not entirely clear what makes a great equipment support, but 

some are definitely more equal than others. There's a variety of 

approaches and materials used, including particle board, glass and 

� to increase mass. wh<h affe<ts sound. rack or supj)Ort 

all manner of steel tube and section. 

Speaker stands come in a variety of sizes and styles to suit different 

models. Use dealer or manufacturer recommendations to narrow down 

the choice, but as a rule you want the tweeter at ear height 

ell Best buy 4 Recommended 

WELDED, The better stands and supj)Orts are welded raltier ltian 

boiled togeltier 
SHELF TYPE, Matenalltiat sheN<s are made of on an equipment 

rack. 1\\xx! general� means MDF 

copy of ltie review. Use ltie contents page to find the facts back 

information page. 

ISSUE NUMBER: The issue ol Hi-Fi Choice in which the 

original review appeared. NUMBER Of SHELVES, The amount of bers on an equipment FACTSBACK NUMBER: The Facts back reference for ordering a lax 
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EFFECIM MASS: This relates ID cartr'<!ge compl�nce General� 

high mass anns are suitable for km com��nce cartridges and 

vice versa. 
PARAI.1n lRACIOIIG: M ann which allows !he cartridge ID 

TON EAR MS 

T 
urntables at the cheaper end of the market tend to 

be supplied with a matching tonearm, and often 

include a 'starter' cartridge. Still better quality is 

found at higher prices among the separate motor units and 

tonearms. Careful partnering and set-up is essential for 

these components. 

Although the turntable is the most important part of a record 

player, the tonearm is the second most important, and the quality of 

lrnck lhe disc in a �near fa shoo. two planes. 

' ' 

its construction and design have a significant bearing on sound quality. 

There are three basic types of arms listed in the key and each has its 

strengths, but pivoted designs are the most popular, for reasons bcth 

practical and economical. 

� Best buy 4 Recommended 

PIVOTED: Arms wh<h alkr.Y !he cartridge to descnbe an arc as 

11-.ytraverselhe rec<>rd. 

EFFECTIVE LENGTH (cm): lEngth of ann from beanng to 
cartridge mounting 

FACTSBACK HUMBER: The reference for ordenng a fax copy of lhe 

review. Use lhe contents page to find the Factsback. 

ISSUE NUMBER: The issue of Hi-Fi Choice in which the 

original review appeared. UNI-PMJI: I'Mlted anns with a bean["€ that allows movement in ADJUSTABlE HEIGHllmjXlrtant for accurate cartridge set-up. 

4 Alphason HRlOOS 

4 �zma Stogi
_ 
Rei 

4 Linn Ekos 

490 I S-shaped arm sounds smooth, but nevertheless reproduces transients with line attack 

� Large, solid and well-made arm, gives exceptionally clear sound with just a hint of brightness 

1,297 Superb, state-of-the-art design which builds significantly on predecessor's strengths 

Medium e 
High e 

229 • 
• 

229 • Medium 1-- t-=•+-F'-I-' 
� 79 

6 
4 
4 
4 
4 

�!!t Arm 95 The ult1mate budget arm? Refined. sweet. detailed and natura_! __ 
Rega RB300 139 
Roksan Tabriz Ba� �5 
SME Series 300-309 657 

Desp1te its modest price it sets exceptronal standards and could be used on many h1gh-end turntables 

Targeted at the Xerxes, this is a good alternative to the Rega arm in many cases- a touch bright though 

Beautifully made and finished: fully adJustable and a highly neutral performer 

low e 237 
-

60 
237 60 
240 • 91 � ·�--r��+--;� 

low -- r� --t-=-'-'-1--'--1--+-'-'--low e 238 • 79 
4 ��eriesiV 
4 JME S� 

936 
1,391 

Superb engineering and finish with a finely balanced sound, impressive stereo focus and low coloration 

Excellent in all respects, this arm arguably sets the standards for pivoted arms, regardless of price 
low e 1--- 233 e !-- � 

�L� e 233 e _ _§Q__ 

T 
he radio medium operates at a lower profile than TV, but in areas well worth having. Tuners come in two basic types. Analogue models 

outside pop music the BBC service is the envy of the world. Live tune gradually and can have analogue or digital displays; they are often 

concerts rival all other sources from a hi-fi perspective. preferred for sound quality. Digital tuners offer convenient automatic 

Though tuners might seem something of a hi-fi afterthought, the task they tune facilities and pre-set memories. 

discharge is far from simple, since it requires the skills of RF (reception) 

and audio (signal processing) engineering. T he importance of the fomner 

will depend on reception conditions, but a high-quality aerial system is � Best buy 4 Recommended 

WAVEIWIDS: On� lhe FM Mff) bands giw steroo hi-fi sound. 

t1-.Jui11 AM (MW & lYII are useful for receMf€ certain 

!Jansmissions in !he UK 

appl<atioos. Basical� RDS tuners can identify and disp�y lhe 

name of !he rad� station being received, but they offer a vanety 

of other features as well. 

aenal, useful for ai®Jing your 'twig dunng inslal�tion 

ROTARY TUNING KNOB: The ergonomical� attractive approach to 
dial-surfing 

to find the Factsback information page. 

ISSUE NUMBER: The issue of Hi-Fi Choice in whiCh the oniDnal 

review appeared. 

PRESEIS: Number of station fn<luencies that can be stored. 

RDS: (rad� data syslem) was or'€inalli desig1led for in-car 

REMOII COHT1lOL: Couch-potato friend� 

SIGNAL SlRfHGTH METER: lnd<ates strength of signal from 

FACTSBACK NUMBER: The Factsback reference for 

ordering a fax copy of the review. Use the contents page 

Tuners 
- .. 
AMC T7 130 Performance adequate but price is sharp, especially with remote control. Some hum ---
Arcam Alpha 7 230 Indifferent RF performance but a touch of audiophile sound quality with clean, strong signals 
Arcam Delta 280 �9 Fine sound quality marred by mild synthesiser whine; RF performance only average. Remote £60 extra 
Audiolab SOOOT 750 Unusual combination of fine sound quality and RF performance (inc AM), and superb ergonom1cs ----
Denon TU-260L 

f-
-12()_, Careful minrmalist des1gn prom1ses a surprrs1ngly open and v1vac1ous sound �---- -- ---

Denon TU-425RD 200 A frne all-rounder w1th advanced RDS. good RF performance and decent sound. Remote extra 
Harman/Kardon TU950 200 Bulky but effective. deliverrng fine RF performance and good sound for the price 
Linn Kremlin 2,600 Controversially good sound at a very high price. The reviewer's saving up but you should check it out for yourself 
Maanum Dynalab FTlOI ! 825 Although fairly expensive given its minimum set of facilities, its excellent sound provided ample compensation 
Micromega Tuner 700 Has digital output but even without the Micromega DAC, this provides exceptional sound quality. Looks good too 
Mission Cyrus FM7 400 Open, generous soundstaging gives the music plenty of foundation. if a touch shut-in at the top 
Mu�al Fidelity E50 

tl
300 Sounds involving if coloured and with a subjectively larger-than-life presentation 

Nairn NATO! 1,645 There may be better sounding tuners in the world, but we have yet to hear one 1:::- - - -Pioneer F-504RDS 250 Cable-frrendly with advanced RDS and excellent RF performance, slightly disappointing sound 
Rotel RT-935AX 160 Good ergonomics and sound quality at a realistic price, but limited features and RF selectivity 
Son� ST-SA3ES 250 Clean, lean presentation but needs a quality aerial to perform at its best 
Technics ST-GT350L 150 ! Decent RF performance is offset by sound quality more typical of a mini/midi system 
Thorens TRT2000 450 Not exactly neutral sounding, it nonetheless makes listening fun 
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pecialist turntables are what high fidelity sound 

is all about. CD players may offer silent 

backgrounds and flat frequency respcnses, but 

they can't match the dynamics and superlative timing that 

serious turntable users take for granted. Turntables at the 

and tonearms. Careful partnering and set-up is essential for these 

compcnents, but many so-called 'sympathetic' combinations exist. 

cheaper end of the market tend to be supplied with a 

matching tonearm, and often include a 'starter' cartridge. Still 

better quality is found at higher prices among the separate motor units 

Because turntables are mechanical devices that are designed to 

retrieve modulations as small as a micron, engineering quality is of 

paramount impcrtance. it is also the reason why turntables cost as 

much as they do, and require high quality suppcrt systems. 

� Best buy ;4 Recommended 

MANtJM., l!xJ do �a u. [>Jtthe l'l>ldle on the record and tale �off. 
AlllO: The record player does �all. 

stiucturalinterfereoce. 

EXTERNAL PSU, Outboalll power supply; general� � indicates higfl 

qualey. 

SUPPLIED WITH CARTRIDGE, Most turntables do not come 

sup�Od with a need�. 

ISSUE NUMBER, The issue of Hi-Fi Ch01ce in which the ori�nal 

review appeared. 

SDII-AUIO• lOO share the work: you [>Jt � on, � talos � off. 
SPEEDS, In RPM to conrespond with your platters. 

SUSPENDED SUIICIIASSlS• Sprung suspens�n to minimise 

SUPPLIED WITH ARM, Many turntables require a separate arm to 
be fitted: ff no\ this tells you so. 

FACTSBACK NUMBER, The Factsback reference for 

ordering a lax copy of the review. Use the contents page 

to find the Facts back information page. 

lTURNTABLES J'{'; SfJ11ll't11lo 11-. c411JC-t -t/flt 4'(1. 
"'"'-tfl4t 4fl1:1-...fl1/�'ttos �"ss1:1c /f: ,1141'��1or;£ �11£11 �11£11 

... 
Alphason Sonata 835 Good sound in all areas - bass, clarity and neutrality, all in top class (tested with HR I OOS MCS) 

Clearaudio Reference 2,500 Opulent beast tested with Souther TQ-1 arm. Tends to gloss over detail with a fizzy character but is quite bold 

DNM Rota 2 4,800 Tonally slightly bleached, but extracts detail like few others. Works well on own table 

Dual 505-4 UK 200 Consistent sounding and well isolated turntable. it is slightly lacking in oomph 

Kuzma Stabi/PS 1,200 (Tested with Stogi Reference) Solid oak plinth; sound is very clear, detailed and extended 

Linn LP12 Basik 1,050 Trails the fulllPI2 significantly, but pace, rhythm, timing etc still top rank 

Linn LP12 Lingo 1.750 The classic reference is improved by the lingo, but charming character remains ---
Michell Gyrodec 765 Sweet and natural-sounding player, well matched to Rega RB300 arm --- --
Moth Kanoot 329 Rather coarse-sounding deck that requires decent isolation and comes with a Rega RB300 arm 

�otts Analogue Spacedeck/Arm 1,125 No frills, rust a first-rate, outstandmgly natural-soundmg deck that will last forever 

Pink Triangle Anniversary 1,980 Possibly the most detailed, clear and neutral-sounding deck around. likeness to master tape is uncanny 

�ro-ject 2 299 Remarkably effectrve at the price with decent timing and a generally well defined sound 

Pro-ject 6/Sumiko 699 Don't think of this as a mid-price deck with a good arm, but as a scaled-down Oracle Delphi- it's that good 

�ega Planar 2 214 1 A remarkable product at the pnce. surprisingly art1culate and conf1dent 

Rega Planar 3 274 The '3 sounds musical in a balanced and coherent manner, needs decent isolation and suffers a little pitch instability 

Rega Planar 9 1,598 Featuring the RB900 arm and a ceramic plinth, this deck puts Rega into contention with the best decks available 

il!eson RSl 675 Supplied set-up and ready-tuned, this unconventional deck is packed w1th m1d-band detail 

Rivelin Eclipse 1,100 Tested with SME 309. Tends to simplify things and add a slightly ragged edge to the proceedings 

jRoksan Radius 3/Tabriz zi 890 Elegant-looking turntable with a tidy, ordered sound. Bright and breezy if a shade lightweight 

SME Model 20A 4,631 , Supplied with Series V arm. Engineered to last a lifetime, giving excellent stereo and detail retrieval 

Systemdek 1/920/Moth 235 The motor is derivative of the Rega Planar 2 with a Moth arm. Up-tempo, even bright at times but never lacks enthusiasm 

Systemdek 2X2 499 Neutral, flexible and dynamic deck that begs to be used with a good arm and cartridge 

horens TD166 VI/UK/RB 300 Refrned and solid sound w1th well-focused 1m�err: su1table for use w1th good MM and budget MC cartndges 

Thorens 102001 700 Balances convenience and sound well, but deck lacks detail and bass could be better controlled 

Well Tempered Record Player !,800 Intriguing and challenging. Musically it is not ideal, but has a limpid quality and a lack of artificiality that sets standards 

Wilson-benesch TT/Act 2 arm 3,249 Carbon fibre is extensively used in this neutral and well-resolved turntable with its fabulous unipivot tonearm (Statements) 

E 
ver wanted to look back at a Hi-Fi 
Choice review or needed some sound 

independent advice to make up that 
'Best Buy' system? Factsback is a personal 
service designed to help you navigate the 
ever-increasing list of available products. 
Now, our reprints are instantly available to 
you via your fax (or fax/modcm) 24 hours a 
day. You get the review you need, just when 
you need it. International readers can order 
copies of reviews (£1.50 per page with a 
credit card) by calling Starcomm on +44 
1132 940600. 

How much will it cost? 
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How Hi-Fi Choice I m €- works 

• 
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• 

• 
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• 
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• 

• 

• 
• 

• 
• 

• 

The cost of our easy-to-use service is 39p per 

minute off-peak and 49p per minute at all other 

rimes. The pages you will receive have been 

designed to keep user costs to a minimum. The 

Factsback system was pur together by 

Srarcomm Lrd (01132) 940600. 0 Call rhe Facts back system from the handset of your fax 
machine. The handset must be switched ro 'rone'. 
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CALL 0891 616518 
8 Following voice prompts, select either an index of documents 

or specif1c documents by a known document number from 
rhe keypad of your fax machine. 
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0 Factsback delivers your choice of documents to your fax 
machine complete with coversheer. 
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MANUFACTURER & DISTRIBUTOR CONTACT NUMBERS 

Acoustic Energy ltd • tel 01285 654432 • lax 01285 654430 • E-mail info@acoustic-energy.co.uk 
Acoustic Precision • tel 01483 267516 • lax 01483 267516 
Acurus • Audio Illusion • tel 01753 542761 • lax 01753 772532 
ADT • Aanvil Audio • tel 01359 240687 • lax 01359 240687 
Ady!on • Aanvil Audio • tel 01359 240687 • lax 01359 240687 
Air Tangent • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • fax 0181 879 7962 • E-mail 73064, 1710@compuserve.com 
Aiwa UK • tel 0181 897 7000 • lax 0181 564 9446 • Dealers 2000+ 
Akai (UK) Ltd • tel 0181 897 6388 • lax 0181 897 1508 • Dealers 250 
AKG • Harman Audio UK ltd • tel 0181 207 5050 • lax 0181 207 4572 • Dealers 30 
Alamo • Moth Marketing • tel 01234 741152 • lax 01234 742028 • Dealers 50 
Alchemist Products • Henley Designs •tel 01753 889949 • lax 01753 889636 
Allison Acoustics ltd • tel 01484 603333 • lax 01484 607774 
Alon • Sound Image UK • tel 0181 255 6868 • tel 0181 255 6869 
Alphason • tel 01942 678000 • lax 609913• Dealers 700 
Apollo Hi-Fi Furniture • tel 0121 520 5070 • lax 0121 522 2055 
AMC • tel 0181 591 6961 • lax 0181594 3996 
Analysis • Audio Spectrum • tel 01752 361852 • lax 01752 361852 
Arcam • A&R Cambridge • tel 01223 203203 • lax 01223 863384 • E-mail custserv@arcam.co.uk 
Ariston • Hi-fi Direct • tel 0500 333500 •lax 0171 4035152 
Art Audio • tel 0115 965 3604 • lax 0115 963 7795 
Atacama • Sambell Engineering • tel 01455 283251 • lax 01455 283908 
ATC Loudspeaker Technology ltd • tel 01285 760561 • tax 01285 760683 • Dealers 25 
ATD • Aanvil Audio • tel 01359 240687 • lax 01359 240687 
Audio Innovations • Hi-fi Direct • tel 0500 333500 •lax 0171 4035152 
Audio Note • Audio Note UK • tel 01273 220511 • lax 01273 731498 • Dealers 15 
Audio Physic • Aanvil Audio • tel 01359 240687 • lax 01359 240687 
Audio Research • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • tax 0181 879 7962 
Audio Technica Ltd • tel 0113 2771441 • lax 0113 2704836 • Dealers 100 • E-mail sales@audiotechnica.co.uk 
Audiolab • Cambridge Systems Technology ltd • tel 01480 52521 • lax 01480 52159 
Audiomeca • Kronos Distribution • tel 018687 48632 • lax 018687 48281• E-mail alion@dial.pipex.com 
Audiophile Furniture • tel 01342 826262 • lax 01342 824845 
Audioquest • A&R Cambridge • tel 01223 203203 • lax 01223 863384 • E-mail custserv@arcam.co.uk 
Audiostatic • Audiofreaks • tel 0181 948 4153 • lax 0181 948 4250 • E-mail info@audiofreaks.i-way.co.uk 
Audiovector • The Chord Company • tel 01722 331674 • lax 01722 411388 
Aura • B&W Loudspeakers • tel 01903 750750 • lax 01903 750694 • E-mail bwuk@compuserve.com 
AVI • AV lnternationalltd • tel 01453 765682 • lax 01453 752777 • Dealers 23 

B&O • Bang & Olufsen UK ltd • tel 01734 692288 • lax 01734 693388 • Dealers 167 
B&W Loudspeakers (UK Sales Ltd) • tel 01903 750750 • lax 01903 750694 • Dealers 400 
Band ridge • tel 0181 543 3633 • tax 0181 543 3300 
Basis • RT Services • tel 01235 810455 • lax 01235 810455 
Benz-Micro • Audiofreaks • tel 0181 948 4153 • lax 0181 948 4250 • E-mail info@audiofreaks.i-way.co.uk 
Beyerdynamic • tel 01444 258258 • lax 01444 258444 • Dealers 300 • E-mail sales@beyerdynamic.co.uk 
Base UK Ltd • tel 01795 475341 • lax 01795 427227 • Dealers 496 
Boston Acoustics • Portfolio Marketin • tel 0148� 795519 • fax01489 795775 
Boulder Amplifiers • Sound Image UK • tel 0181 255 6868 • tel 0181 255 6869 
Bravura • Thomas Transducers • tel 01732 851408 • lax 01732 850315 
Bl)'ston • Professional Monrtor Co • tel 01707 393002 • tax 01707 393536 • E-mail sanes@promooilnf.co.uk 

Cable Talk • tel 01252 373434 • lax 01252 371818 
Cadence• Henley Designs • tel 01753 889949 • tax 01753 889636 
Cambridge Audio • Hi-fi Direct • tel 0500 333500 • lax 0171 4035152 
Castle Acoustics Ltd • tel 01756 795333 • lax 01756 795335 • Dealers 264 
CAT • Audio Reference • tel 01483 575344 • lax 01483 301412 
Celestion International Ltd • tel 01622 687442 • lax 01622 687981 • Dealers 200 
Cerwin Vega • CSE Administration • tel 01423 359054 • lax 01423 359058 • Dealers 98 
Chario • MDC • tel 01992 573030 • lax 01992 574030 • E-mail mdc.hifi@virgin.net 
Chord • The Chord Company ltd • tel 01722 331674 • tax 01722 411388 • Dealers 210 
Chord Electronics • tel 01622 764874 • lax 01622 688480 
Classe Audio • Audio Illusion • tel 01753 542761 • lax 01753 688480 
Clearaudio • Audiofreaks • tel 0181 948 4153 • lax 0181 948 4250 • E-mail info@audiofreaks.i-way.co.uk 
Clements • Wollaton Audio • tel 0115 928 4147 • lax 0115 9280625 • E-mail audio@wollaton.demon.co.uk 
Concordant • Sambell Engineering • tel 01455 283251• lax 01455 283908 
Conrad-Johnson •Audiofreaks • tel 0181 948 4153 • tax 0181 948 4250 • E-mai�m.Ll\ 
Cop land • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • fax 0181 879 7962 • E-mail73064, 1710 @compuserve.com 
Credo • Townshend Audio • tel 0181 979 21255 
Creek Audio Ltd • tel 0181 361 4133 • lax 0181 361 4136 • Dealers 40 • E-mail mcreek@ibm.net 
CR Developments • CR Developments Ltd • tel 01702 469055 • tax 01702 601883 
Crimson • Virtual Reality Audio Systems • tel 01277 227355 • tax 01277 224103 
Croft • tel 01902 656517 • tax 0121 6818772 
Custom Design • tel 0191 262 4646 • lax 0191 262 4646 

Dali • Audio Club • tel 01296 82017• tax 01296 86331 • E-mail sales@nad.co.uk 
Day Sequerra • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • tax 0181 879 7962 
Deadrock • Path Distribution • tel 0121 749 2240 • lax 0121 748 3838 • Dealers 700 
Definitive Technology • The Mafia Trading Co • tel 01794 519599 •tax 01794 519599 
Denon • Hayden Laboratories ltd • tel 01753 888447 • tax 01753 880109 • Dealers 350 
Densen • Russell Kauffman Distribution • tel 01582 561227 • tax 0045 75453928 
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DNM • Virtual Reality Audio Systems • tel 01277 227355 • tax 01277 224103 
DPA • tel 01222 795621 • tax 01222 794267 • Dealers 17 
Dual • RAM UK ltd • tel 0161 973 0505 • tax 0161 905 1965 • Dealers 450 
Dynavector • Pear Audio Ltd • tel 01665 830862 • tax 01665 830051 

EAD • Audio Illusion • tel 01753 542761 • tax 01753 772532 
EAR • Yoshino • tel 01480 861834 • tax 01480 453971 
ECA Distribution • tel 0181 998 1086 • tax 0181 998 1086 • Dealers 5 
Electrofluidics • tel 0171 247 0813 • tax 0171 247 7382 
Electrocompaniet • Sound Image UK • tel 0181 255 6868 • tel 0181 255 6869 
Electrostatic Research • Audusa & Co • tel 0181 942 6241 • tax 0181 241 0999 
EMF Audio • tel 0181 361 6734 • tax 0181 361 4136 • E-mail mcreek@ibm.net 
E os Acoustics • tel 01705 407722 • tax 01705 407722 • Dealers 68 
Exposure Electronics • tel 01273 423877 • tax 01273 430619 

Fanfare • RT Services • tel 01235 810455 • tax 01235 810455 
Farada Sound • tel 01603 762967 
Fi-Rax • JEM Distribution • tel 01924 277626 • tax 01924 270759 
Forte Audio • Acoustic Energy Ltd • tel 01285 654432 • tax 01285 654430 • E-mail info@acoustic-energy.co.uk 
Frameworks • Arrow Consultancy ltd • tel 01702 611451 • tax 01702 469078 

Gale • Hi-fi Direct • tel 0500 333500 • • tax 0171 4035152 • Dealers 23 
Galla • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • tax 0181 879 7962 • E-mail73064, 1710 @compuserve.com 
Gamma Acoustics • tel 01753 526939 • tax 01753 532262 
Genesis • MDC • tel 01992 573030 • tax 01992 574030 • E-mail mdc.hifi@virgin.net 
Genexxa • lntertan Ltd • tel 01922 434000 • tax 01922 710789 • Dealers 346 • E-mail ash39 @ao1 
Glanz • Presence Audio • tel 01444 461611 • tax 01444 461510 
GLL • Goodmans GLL • tel 01705 492777 • tax 01705 470875 • Dealers 250 
Goldring Products Ltd • tel 01284 701101 • tax 01284 750040 • Dealers 100 
Goodmans Industries Ltd • tel 01705 391000 • tax 01705 391077 
Grado • Goldring Products Ltd • tel 01284 701101 • tax 01284 750040 • Dealers 50 
Graham • Audio Reference • tel 01483 575344 • tax 01483 301412 
Grant Am lifiers • tel 01705 837392 • tax 01705 871263 
Grundi International Ltd • tel 01788 577155 • tax 01788 562354 
GT Audio • tel 01895 833099 • tax 01895 833099 

Harbeth Acoustics Ltd • tel 01444 440955 • tax 01444 440688 • E-mail sound@harbeth.com 
HarmanjKardon • Gamepath ltd • tel 01908 317707 • tax 01908 322704 • Dealers 85 
Helius Designs • tel 01386 830083 • Dealers 5 + direct 
Heybrook Hi-fi Ltd • tel 01579 342866 • tax 01579 342833 • Dealers 75 
H0rning • Definitive Audio • tel/fax 0115 981 3562 

Infinity • Gamepath ltd • tel 01908 317707 • tax 01908 322704 • Dealers 85 
lnteraudio • Base UK ltd • tel 01795 475341 • tax 01795 427227 
lxos • Path Distribution • tel 0121 749 2240 • tax 0121 748 3838 • Dealers 700 

Jadis • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • lax 0181 879 7962 • E-mail73064, 1710@compuserve.com 
Jamo UK Ltd • tel 01327 301300 • tax 01327 300511 • Dealers 300+ 
JBL • Gamepath Ltd • tel 01908 317707 • lax 01908 322704 • Dealers 85 
Jecklin • May Audio Marketing (UK) Ltd • tel 01535 632700 • lax 01535 632887 
Jeff Rowland • MDC • tel 01992 573030 • tax 01992 574030 • E-mail mdc.hifi vir in.net 
John Shearne • tel 01438 740953 • tax 01438 221690 
Jordan Watts Acoustics Ltd • tel 0181 985 1646 • tax 0181 986 0112 
JPW Loudspeakers Ltd • tel 01752 607000 • tax 01752 607001 • Dealers 200 
JVC UK ltd • tel 0181 450 3282 • tax 0181 208 3038 • Dealers 5000 

KEF Audio Ltd • tel 01622 672261 • lax 01622 750653 • Dealers 240 
Kenwood • Trio-Kenwood UK • tel 01923 816444 • tax 01923 819131 • Dealers 1000 
Keswick Audio • tel 01977 671823 • 01977 671823 • Dealers 13 
Kimber Cable • RATA Ltd • tel 01539 823247 • tax 01539 823317 
Kiseki • Presence Audio • tel 01444 461611 • tax 01444 461510 • Dealers 10 +direct 
Koetsu • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • tax 0181 879 7962 • E-mai 73064, 1710@arrp.Jsavacan 
Koss • HW International • tel 0181 808 2222 • lax 0181 808 5599 • E-mail hwinternational dial. i ex.com 
Krell • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • tax 0181 879 7962 • E-mail73064, 1710@compuserve.com 
Kronos Distribution • tel 018687 48632 • tax 018687 48281 
Kudos • B&W Lauds eakers • tel 01903 750750 • tax 01903 750694 
Kuzma • Audiofreaks •tel 0181 948 4153 • lax 0181 948 4250 • E-mail info@audiofreaks.i-way.co.uk 

LAT International • Audusa & Co • tel 0181 942 6241 • tax 0181 241 0999 
LFD • tel 01255 422533 • tax 01255 221069 • Dealers 7 
Linaeum • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • tax 0181 879 7962 
Linn Products • tel 0141 644 5111 . • tax 0141 644 4262 
Living Voice • Definitive Audio • tel 0115 981 3562 • tax 0115 981 3562 
London • Presence Audio • tel 01444 461611 • tax 01444 461510 • Dealers 10 + direct 
Lowther Voight Ltd • tel 0181 300 9166 • tax 0181 3080778 • E-mail sales@lowtherloudspeakers.co.uk 
Lumle Reference • Reference International • tel 01892 547003 • tax 01892 547004 
Luxman • Hi-fi Direct • tel 0500 333500 • tax 0171 4035152 • Dealers 23 
Lynwood Electronics • tel 01709 873667 • tax 01709 873408 • Dealers 25 
Lyra • Path Premier • tel 01494 441736 • lax 01494 440360 
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MANUFACTURER & DISTRIBUTOR CONTACT NUMBERS (CONTINUED) 

M&K • The Mafia Trading Co •tel 01794 519599 •fax 01794 519,_,5,_,_99i!__ ________ _ 

MAG Audio (UK) Ltd • tel/fax 0181 555 1222 
Magneplanar • Woodstock Music & Film Systems • tel 01865 883535 • fax 01865 881012 
M£gnum • Hailey Audio Ltd • tel 01992 442425 • fax 01992 448387 • Dealers 6 
Magnum Dynalab •Audio Reference • tel 01483 575344 • fax 01483 301412 
Mana Acoustics • tel 01753 655744 • fax 01753 655766 
Manticore Audio Visual • tel 01767 318437 • fax 01767 318462 • E-mail manticore@dial.pipex.com 
Marantz Hi-fi UK Ltd • tel 01753 680868 • fax 01753 680428 • Dealers 200+ 
Mark Levinson • Path Premier • tel 01494 441736 • fax 01494 440360 
Martin-Logan • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • fax 0181 879 7962 • E-mlmi4, 171� 
Matisse • GT Audio • tel 01895 833099 • tax 01895 833099 
Maxell UK Ltd • tel 01923 777171 • tax 01923 777710 • burgessc@eu.maxell.com 
Mclntosh • MPI Electronic UK Ltd • tel 01483 454993 • tax 01483 454992 
Meridian Audio Ltd • tel 01480 434334 • tax 01480 432948 • E-mail admin@meridian-audio.com 
Metaxas • UK Distribution • tel 01753 654531 • tax 01753 652669 
Michi • Gamepath Ltd • tel 01908 317707 • fax 01908 322704 
Micro-Seiki • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 �Q47 • tax 0181 879 7962 • E-ma i i73Cli4, 17lll@X:omllJSI:lW.com 
Micromega • MDC • tel 01992 573030 • tax 01992 574030 • E-mail mdc.hifi�.,gi""n.n""e_,_t ___ _ 

Mission • Centralforce Ltd • tel 01480 451777 • fax 01480 432777 • Dealers 259 
Monitor Audio Ltd • tel 01223 242898 • tax 01223 214532 •:_.D�e�al�er�s "-'45'---------­
Monrio • UK Distribution • tel 01753 652 669 • tax 01753 654531 
Monster • Game path Ltd • tel 01908 317707 • tax 01908 _.,_.32'-'2_,_,70'"'4__:•__.D,.._e ,.,ale,._rs,__ 1._..8.,_1 _____ _ 

��d_<l]l�ih�!\Ltd • tel 01705 407722 • tax 01705 400099 • Dealers 200 
Morel • Wilmslow Audio • tel 01455 286603 • tax 01455 286605 
Moth Marketing • tel 01234 741152 • fax 01234 742028 • Dealers 30 
Musical Fideli!)' Ltd • tel 0181 900 2866 • fax 0181 900 2983 • Dealers 145 
Musical Technology • tel 01494 793137 • tax 01494 793345 
Myryad Systems Ltd • tel 01705 265508 • tax 01705 231407 • E-mail sales@myriad.force9 .net 

NAD Marketin Ltd • tel 01296 82017 • tax 01296 86331 • E-mail sales nad.co.uk 
Nairn Audio • tel 01722 332266 • tax 01722 412034 • Dealers 70 
Neat Acoustics • tel 01833 631021 • tax 01833 630022 • E-mail johncarrington@neat.octacon.co.uk 
Nottingham Analogue • tel 01773 762947 • fax 01773 533566 • Dealers 4 
NVA • tel 01763 272707 • fax 01763 271594 

Onkyo UK • Audio Club • tel 01296 82017 • tax 01296 86331 
Qptimum lnternational2000 • teVfax 01274 583249 
Orelle Hi-fi • tel 0181 8109388 • fax 0181 8109365 • Dealers 30 
Origin Live • tel 01703 442183 • fax 01703 398905 • Dealers 25 
Ortofon • Henley Designs • tel 01753 889949 • lax 01753 889636 • Dealers 200 

Panasonic UK Ltd • tel 0990 357357 • fax 0541 580550 • E-m_Ej! customersupp�Panasonic.co.uk 
Partin on • tel 01322 383712 • fax 01�£.3!1117 
Ehilil1s Consumer Electronics Ltd • tel 0181 689 4312 • Dealers 5000+ 
Pickerin Cartridges • tel 01904 642463 • fax 01904 652225 
Pink Triangl&_f!:Qj�_ct • tel 0171 703 5498 • fax 0171 2526746 • Dealers 47 
!'!9neer !l!gh_fu!�li.!Y. (GB) Ltd • tel 01753 789564 • fax 01753 789500 • Web. www.pgilJlioneer.co.uk 
Platinum • Woodstock Music & Film Systems • tel 01865 883535 • fax 01865 881012 
Polk Audio • tel 01727 827311 • tax 01727 827284 • E -mail sreed@Jl"" OI"'ka""ud..,.io;c.c"'om..,_ ___ _ 

Posselt • GT Audio • tel 01895 833099 • tax 01895 833099 
Primare • MDC • tel 01992 573030 • tax 01992 574030 • E-mail mdc.hifi vir in.net 
Prime Design • tel 0181 906 0181• fax 0181 959 5008 
Pro-ject • Henley�ns • tel 01753 889949 • fax 01753 889636 • Dealers 70 
Proac • DNA Marketing • tel 01403 753180 • tax 01798 343434 • Dealers 19 
Professional Monitor Co • tel 01707 393002 • tax 01707 393536 • E-mail sales@promonitor.co.uk 
PS Audio • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • fax 0181 879 7962 

QED Audio Products Ltd • tel 01276 451166 • tax 01276 452211 • Dealers 150._c+ _____ _ 

QLN UK Ltd • tel 01352 730251 • tax 01352 731273 
Quad • Centralforce • tel 01480 433777 • fax 01480 431767 • E-mail info@guad-hifi.co.uk 
Quadraspire Ltd • tel 01634 296615 • tax 01634 720269 • Dealers 50 

RCF Electronics • tel 01268 570808 • tax 01268 570809 • E-mail sales@rcf-uk.com 
RA Labs • RDL Acoustics • tel 01484 603333 • fax 01484 607774 • E-mail Alison@dial.pipex.com 
Realistic • Tandy • tel 01922 434000 • fax 01922 710789 • Dealers 346 

Rehdeko • Virtual_�eali!l' Audio Systems • tel 01277 227355 • fax 01277 224103 
REL Acoustics Ltd • tel 01656 768777 • tax 01656 766093 • Dealers 80 
Reson • Virtual Reali!l' Audio Systems • tel 01277 227355 • tax 01277 224'-"10,.,.3 ___ _ 

Revolver UK Ltd • tel 0161 973 0505 • tax 0161 905 1965 • E-mail toby2801@msn.com 
Revox • MDC • tel 01992 573030 • tax 01992 574030 • E-mail mdc.hifi@y[[�g in= .n=e"-t ___ _ _ 

Richard Alien Loudspeakers • tel 01274 872442 • fax 01274 869935 
Rivelin Audio • Sonic Link • tel 01332 674929 • tax 01332 298836 
Rockport Technologies • Vinyl Demand • tel 01425 654545 • fax 01425 654400 
BQgers • Swisstone Electronics Ltd • tel 0181 640 2172 • tax 0181 685 9496 
Roksan • Centralforce Ltd • tel 01480 433777 • fax 01480 431767 • E-mail info@guad-hifi.co.uk 
Rose [ndustries Ltd • tel 01235 847023 • tax 01235 847023 
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Ross Consumer Electronics Ltd • tel 01204 862026 • fax 01204 862033 • E-mail info@rossc�UQ.!!!___ 
Rotel • Gamepath Ltd • tel 01908 317707 • fax 01908 322704 
Royd Loudspeakers Co Ltd • tel 01952 290700 • fax 01952 290190 • Dealers 65 
Ruark • tel 01702 601410 • tax 01702 601414 

Sansui UK • tel 0181 591 6961 • tax 0181 594 3996 
SO Acoustics • tel 0181 399 6308 • fax 0181 399 6308 • E-mail sdav@clara.net 
Sennheiser UK Ltd • tel 01494 551551 • tax 01494 551550 • E-mail106066 .2217 com userve.com 
Sentec • MAG Audio (UK) Ltd • teVfax 0181 555 1222 
Shahinian • Pear Audio Ltd • tel 01665 830862 • tax 01665 830051 
Sharp Electronics (UK) Ltd • tel 0161 205 2333 • tax 0161 205 7076 • E-mail custinfo@sharp-uk.co.uk 
Shearne Audio • tel 01438 740953 • tax 01438 221696 
Sherwood • Hi-fi Direct • tel 0500 333500 • • tax 0171 4035152 
Shun Mook • Audiofreaks •tel 0181 948 4153 • tax 0181 948 4250 • E-mail info@audiofreaks.i-way.co.uk 
Shure • HW International • tel 0181 808 2222 • tax 0181 808 5599 • E-mail hwintemational@d�l.pip&com 
Siltech • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • fax 0181 879 7962 • E-mail73064, 1710@fQillpuserve.com 
SME Ltd • tel 01903 814321 • fax 01903 814269 • Dealers 125 
�onic Frontiers • MPI Electronic UK Ltd • tel 01483 454993 •-'-'fa�x�0;.:<14'2:83�4!,;5 "t49,_,9"-2 ____ __ _ 

SonicLink • Audiokits • tel 01332 "-'6724�92"'-9__:•_,_f,_,ax_,O.:.,I3,-_3,_2 ,29�8,83�6 __________ _ 

Sonus-Faber • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • tax 0181 879 7962 • E-mai173Cli4, 171�.com 
Sony United Kingdom Ltd • tel 0181 784 1144 • fax 01635 875250 • Web. www.sony.europe.com __ 

Sound Organisation • Goldring Products Ltd • tel 01284 701101 • fax 01284 750040 
Sound-Lab • Audiofreaks •tel 0181 948 4153 • fax 018jJ_48 4250 • E-mail irlfg_@��diofrf�ks.i-way.co.uk 
�oundstyle • Goldringj'[Qducts Ltd • tel 01284 701101 • tax 01284 750040 
Spendor Audio Systems • tel 01323 843474 • fa�Q1323 442254 • Dealers 17 -·------
Spica • Presence Audio • tel 01444 461611 • tax 01444 _4_6151Q._ ________ ____ _ 

Stands U!JL�teVfax 01933 461058 • Web. audiowebdemon.co.uk/stand/ 
Stanton • Lamba Electronics plc• tel 017278 40527 ·tax 017278 37811 
Stax • Path Premier • tel 01494 441736 • tax 01494 4403.,.60'------------­
Stemfoort Audio • Audio Synergy Ltd • tel 01924 406016 • fax 01924 410069 
�l]gden • AudiQjynergy Ltd� tel 01924 406016 • tax 01924 4,_,1,00,.,6c;..9 _•_,D"'ea.,_le"'rs._,1 "'2 ______ _ 

Sumiko • Path Premier • tel 01494 441736 • tax 014_9_4_440369 __________ _ 

Sumo • Audusa & Co • tel 0181 942 6241 • tax 0181 241 0999 
�ystem Audio • The Chord Com@fll' • tel 01721._3].]674 • tax 01722 411388 
Systym • Systemdek Ltd • tel 01294 271251 • fax 01294 277095 

Talk Electronics • tel 01252 378383 • tax 01252 371818 
Tannoy Ltd • tel 01236 420199 • tax 01236 428230 • web. www. Tannoy.com • Dealers 400 
Tara Labs • Acoustic Energy Ltd • tel 01285 654432 • tax 01285 654430 • E-ml�� 
Target Audio Products • tel 01582 401244 • fax 01582 485990 
TDL Electronics Ltd • tel 01628850111 • tax 01628 850130 • E-mail tdlelectronics@compuserve.com 
Teac UK Ltd • tel 01923 819630 • tax 01923 236290 • Dealers 200 
Technics • Panasonic tel 0990 357357 • tax 0541 580550 • E-mail customersupport@Panasonic.co.uk 
Theta • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • tax 0181 879 7962 • E-mail73064, 1710 @compuserve com 
Thiel • MPI Electronic UK Ltd • tel 01483 454993 • fax 01483 454992 
Thorens • Portfolio Marketing • tel 01489 795519 
Thule • Virtual Reality Audio Systems • tel 01277 227355 • tax 01277 224103 
Totem • May Audio Marketing (UK) Ltd • tel 01535 632700 • fax . ..,0.:.,15,-_3,_5 ,63"=2,88"-7 ______ _ 

Townshend Audio • tel/fax 0181 979 2155 • E-mail townshend.audio@diai.P.!pex.com_ 
Transfiguration •Audio Reference • tel 01483 575344 • fax 01483 301412 
Transparent Audio • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 59..4L:f<!O_Q_W, .,.I-"'87"'9-'-79""6"-2 _______ _ 

Trian le • Kronos Distribution • tel 018687 48632 • fax 018687 48281• E-mail arion dial.p�x.com 
Trichord Research Ltd • tel 01684 573524 • fax 01684577. �38� 0---,---,--------­
Tube Technology • tel 01932 821111 • tax 01932 821182 • E- mail tube technology@compuserve.com 

UKD-Ooera • UK Distribution • tel 01753 654531 • tax 01753 ,65o=:26""6,_9 ----- ---­

Unison Research • UK Distribution • tel 01753 654531 • fax 01753 652669 

van den Hul • tel 0181 810 9388 • tax 0181 810 9365 
Vandersteen • A&R Cambridge • tel 01223 203203 • tax 01223 863384 • E-mail custserv@arcam.co.uk 
Visonic • Canford Audio • tel 0191 415 0205 • tax 0191 416 0392 
Vivanco UK Ltd • tel 01442 231616 • tax 01442 403030 • Dealers 1000+ 
VPI • Audiofreaks •tel 0181 948 4153 • tax 0181 948 4250 • E-mail info@audiofreaks.i-wayco.uk 

Wadia • Woodstock • tel 01865 88,_.,_35,-.3'-"- 5__:•__.fa,_,x_,0-"18�6,_5"'88coi �01'-"2 _____ ______ _ 

Well Tempered • Pear Audio Ltd • tel 01665 830862 • fax 01665 830051 
Wharfedale Loudspeakers Ltd • tel 01480 431737 • tax 01480 431767 
Wheaton • Audiofreaks •tel 0181 948 4153 • tax 0181 948 4250 • E-mail info@audiofreaks.i-way.co.uk 
Wilmslow Audio • tel 01455 286603 • tax 01455 286605 • E-mail wilmslowaudio dial. i ex.com 
Wilson • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • tax 0181 879 7962 • E-mail/3064, 1710@compuserve.com 
Woodside Electronics • tel 01994 448271 • fax 01994 448665 

Yamaha Electronics UK • tel 01923 233166 • tax 0�3_244930 • E-mailsales@yamaha:llifi.derr!JO.co.uk 
Yoshino • tel 01480 861834 • tax 01480 861869 

Zeta • Moth Marketing • tel 01234 741152 • tax 01234 742028 
liP • Presence Audio • tel 01444 461611 • tax 01444 461510 

HI-FT CHOICE 



BATH/BRISTOL 
AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 65 Park Street, Bristol. 
Tel (0117) 9264975. All that's best in Hi-R careful­
ly selected and demonstrated by friendly 
knowledgeable staff, at prices to su� all budgets. 
Delivery and installation, home dems, part 
exchange, in-house workshops, full  credit 
facilities with interest free on selected items. 
Tues-Sat 9.00-5.30. Closed Mon. llf;'l!;l 
THE RIGHT NOTE, Tel (01225) 874728. Give your 
ears a new reference point for the best sounds at 
any price. Forget reviews and trying to put togeth­
er a system like a patchwork qum w� the 'best' 
b�s around. it's our job to do the assessing, you 
judge the results. Come here, or we'll come to 
you, and plan a system for the future, even ff you 
spread the purchases. Leave "upgrade-itis" 
behind, save money and enjoy music. Just listen, 
and you'll know. Ask also about our ex-dem and 
mint used �ems ff you must! Our credentials - CD: 
Acurus, Audio Synthesis, Classe, Enlightened 
Audio Design, Meracus, Orelle, Wadia, XTC. Vinyl: 
Basis, Graham, Michell, Sumiko. Amps: Arcurus, 
Audio Scultpture, CAT, Classe, DNM, Kora, Lumley, 
Meracus, Michell, Orelle, Sinus, Sonneteer, XTC. 
Speakers: Audio Artistry, Audio Physic, Ethos, 
Harbeth, Lumley, Magneplanar, Mirage, NEAT, 
Spendor, Totem. Tuners: Fanfare, Magnum 
Dynalab. Cables: Chord, DNM, Silver Sounds, 
SonicUnk, nee. 

V' AUDIO, 36 Druid Hill, Stoke Bishop, Bristol BS9 
1 EJ. Tel (0117) 9686005. Alon, ATC, Audiomeca, 
AVI, Cable Talk, Cadence Valve, Chord Amps, 
Electrocompaniet, Exposure, Goldring, Harman 
Kardon, Heybrook, Jamo, UFD, Lyra, Mesa Baron, 
Michell, Opera, Oracle, Ortofon, Pink Triangle, Pro­
Ac, Project, REL, Ruark, Shearne Audio, Silver 
Sounds, SME (inc 20 A). Sonic Link, Stax, 
Townshend, Triangle, Trichord, Unison Research. 
Dems including home cinema by appt only, home 
trial facilities, free installation, service facilities. 
Access, Visa. For full product listing please see 
Dealer Guide. 

BEDFORDSHIRE 
RICHARDS AUDIO VISUAL, 4 Greyfriars, Bedford, 
Tel (01234) 365165. Stockists of Arcam, 
Audioquest, Aura, Beyer, B&W, Bose, Celestion, 
Gyrus, Denon, Heybrook, Marantz, Mission, Moth, 
Nakamichi, Ortofon, Pioneer, Pro-ject, REL, Rotel, 
Royd, Ruark, Sennheiser, Systemdek, Target, 
Thorens, Van den Hul & more! Hi-Fi Listening 
Room. Open 6 days 9.30-5.30. 

BERKSHIRE 
AUDIO T, 4 Queens Walk, Broad Street Mall, 
Reading. Tel (0118) 958 5463. Fax (0118) 956 
6417. Open Tues-Sat 9-5.30. See our main entry 
under Oxford. We also sell Audio Alche�V, 
Linn, Nairn, Rega & Royd. llf;'l!;l 

BIRMINGHAM 
GRIFFIN AUDIO, 94 Bristol Street, Birmingham. 
Tel (0121) 692 1359/(0121) 622 2230. Please see 
full entry under Wst Midlands 
MUSIC MAffiRS, 351 Hagley Road, Edgbaston, 
Birmingham B17 8DL. Tel (0121) 429 2811. Rotel, 
Denon, Lexicon, Tannoy, Ruark, Alchemist, 
Exposure, Pioneer, Roksan, Nakamichi, Arcam, 
Audiolab, Musical Rdelity, Mission/Gyrus, Meridian, 
KEF, Mon�or Audio, Pink Triangle. 2 single speaker 
luxury demo rooms. Appts nee, home trial facil�ies, 
free installation, service dept. Access, Visa, instant 
credit up to £1000, interest free credit available. 
Tue-Thur 10.30-6, Fri 10.30-8, Sat 10-6. llf;'l!;l 

MUSIC MAffiRS, 93-95 Hobs Moat Road, Solihull, 
W. Midlands B92 HJ1. Tel (0121) 742 0254. See 
main entry under West Midlands. llr;'l!;l 
MUSIC MAT T ERS, 156-157 Lower High Str, 
Stourbridge, W Midlands 018 1TS. TEL (01384) 
444184. See main entry under West Midlands. 

llf;'l!;l 
SOUND ACADEMY 152a High Street, Bloxwich, 
Nr Walsall W. Midlands, Tel (01922) 493499/ 
473499. Audio equipment from leading and spe­
cialist brands, with 3 demo floors, home trials, 
home cinema w� instore demo theatre, evening 
demo's by appointment. In house service dept. 
Mail order avail. lnt free credit subject 
to status.Open 6 days 9am - 6pm. Late night 
friday. Expert advice, cable dressing and free 
installation llr;'l!;l 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 
NORTHWOOD AUDIO 11, 98 Cambridge St, 
Aylesbury, Bucks HP20 1 BA. Tel. (01296) 28790 
(AlP). Selected sounds from Alchemist, Audio 
Meca, Aura, Boston, B&W, Cabletalk, Castle, 
Celestion, Chord Company, Denon, D.P.A. ,  
Exposure, Grado, Harman Kardon, Heybrook, KEF, 
Marantz, Michell, Micromega, Monitor Audio, 
Moth, Musical Technology, NAD, Nakamichi, Pink 
Triangle, Pro-Ac, Rega, REL, Rose, Rote!, Royd, 
Ruark, Systemdek, Tannoy, TDL, Teac, Thorens. 
NOBODY EVER REGRETTED PURCHASING T HE 
BEST. Export orders welcome. 2 Dem rooms. 
Credit facilities available. 
TECHNOSOUND and AUDIO INSIGHT, 7-8 
Granville Square, Willen, Milton Keynes, Bucks, 
MK15 9JL. Tel: (01908) 604949. Main lines 
include Meridian, Arcam, B&W, Acoustic Energy, 
Musicai Rdelity, Mission, Ruark, Royd, Teac, UKD. 
4 Dem Rooms, Custom Home Cinema, Video 
Projection and Dolby Digital. Service Department, 
Free Installation and Home Trial Facilities. Access 
& Visa accepted and Interest Free Credit available. 
Open Mon 1-6pm, Tues-Sat 1 0-6pm, late night 
Fri till 7.30pm. 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE 
THE AUDIO FILE, 41 Victoria Road, Cambridge 
CB4 3BW. Tel (01223) 68305. See our main entry 
under Hertfordshire. llf;'l!;l 
UNIVERSITY AUDIO, 1-2 Peas Hill, Cambridge. 
Tel (01223) 354237. Acoustic Energy, Mission­
Gyrus, Arcam, Rotel, Denon, Meridian, ATC, AVI, 
Quad, Linn. 3 dems, 1 single speaker. Home trial, 
free install, Service Department Visa, Access, 
Amex, Credit. Open 9-5.30. 

CHESHIRE 
ACOUSTICA, 17 Hoole Ad, Chester CH2 3NH. Tel 
(01244) 344227. Arcam, Celestion, Chord 
Company, Densen, Epos, Mission, Nairn, Rega, 
Ruark, KEF, Micromega, Myryad, Rotel, Royd, 
Teac etc. Full demonstration facilities, home dems 
and installation a pleasure. INT EREST FREE 
CREDIT (subject to status). Open Tuesday to 
Saturday, evenings by anrangement. For the best 
products and the best service, call ACOUSTlCA. 
ACTON GATE AUDIO, 4 Ruabon Ad, Wrexham. Tel 
(01978) 364500. Demonstration room, installation 
service. Easy parking and motorway access. 
Access, Visa etc. See main entry under CLWYD. 

Dealers Association are able to 

offer: 

e Two year guarantee, trans-

ferable to another BADA dealer should the purchaser 

move more than 30 miles from his/her original 

address 
e low cost five year guarantee 

option 
e proper demonstration facilities 

e seven day exchange or refund scheme if the 
dealer's advice is taken on product selection 
e fully guaranteed service work 
e customer complaints procedure in the event of 

problems 
For more information, contact BADA on 

m (0171) 226 ttotttt 

AS TON AUDIO, 4 West St. Alderley Edge. 
Tel  (01625) 582704. Arcam, Audiolab, Bang & 
Olufsen, Cyrus, KEF, Meridian, Mission, Quad, 
Rotel. For the very best in hi-fi separates and 
home cinema. Wide range of specialist audio, 
interest tree cred�. Visa, Access. Home trial. llf;'l!;l 
AUDIO COUNSEL, 14 Stockport Ad, Cheadle, 
Cheshire. Tel (0161) 428 7887. Please see entry 
under Greater Manchester. llf;'l!;l 
AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 86-90 Boughton, Chester, 
CH3 5AQ Tel (01244) 345576. All that's best in Hi­
R carefully selected and demonstrated by friendly 
knowledgeable staff, at prices to suit all budgets. 
Delivery and installation, home dems, part 
exchange, in-house workshops, ful l  credit 
facilities with interest free on selected items. 
Tues-Sat 9.00-5.30. Closed Mon. llr;'l!;l 
CHRIS BROOKS HI-FI, 29 Gaskell St, Stockton 
Heath, Warrington. Tel (01925) 261212. Tues-Sat 
1 0-6. 3 dem rooms. Credit facilities. All credit 
cards. Total absence of bull-. llr;'l!;l 
DOUG BRADY HI-FI, Kingsway Studios, Kingsway 
North, Warrington, WA 1 3NU. Phone (01925) 
828009, Fax (01925) 825773. For the widest 
range of high quality hi-fi in the Northwest. Family 
business est. 35 years. 3 dem rooms, incl home 
cinema, home trials; deliveries throughout NW; 
Access, Visa, Credit Facilities. Open 1 0-6; 6 days. 
Send for free map and/or 5 page sale list llf;'l!;l 
HALE HI-FI, 2 Bold St, Hale Road, Altrincham, 
Cheshire WA14 2ER. Tel (0161) 929 0834. Open 
Tues-Sat 10-6 and later by appointment. 
Specialising in equipment by: Castle, Marantz, 
NAD, Nairn, Quad, Royd, Yamaha plus selected 
others. Large range of quality accessories. On s�e 
service department. Installation & delivery. We 
also install and service T V's and videos. Home 
demonstrations a pleasure. 
THE HI-FI SHOWROOMS, 12A West Str, 
Congleton, Cheshire Tel (01260) 280017. 
Celestion, Creek, Exposure, Musical Rdelity, Nairn, 
Project, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, Tannoy, T DL, 
Technics, Thorens, UKD opera. 5 Dem Rooms, 
Home trial, Free install, Service dept. Access, Visa, 
Lombard Tricity. Open 9-5:30, Closed Wed. 

REPLAY AUDIO CONSULTANTS, Tei/Fax CHESTER 
(01244) 401290 Cheshire's a�emative hi-fi spe­
cialists. Honest advice and personal service. We 
can demonstrate Alchemist, AV!, Henley, 
Heybrook, LFD, Michell, Moth, Musical Fidelity, 
NAD, Neat, Origin Live, Ortofon, Pink Triangle, 
Royd, Sonneteer, Totem, Trichord. Demonstrations 
by appointment in Chester or in your own home. 
Delivery and installation available. 
Mastercard/Visa/Switch/Deita. 

CLEVELAND 
ACTION ACOUSTICS, 155-157 High Street, 
Redcar, Cleveland TS10 3AN. Tel (01642) 480723. 
Audio Note, Denon, Harman-Kardon, Heybrook, 
Jamo, JBL, Michell, Ortofon, Pink Triangle, 
Rogers, Royd, Sonic Link, Teac, T horens, 
Townshend etc. Dem Room. Appts nee. Home trial 
facilities, tree installation, service dept. Access, 
Visa & H.P. Open 9.15-5.30. Interest tree credit. 

CORNWALL 
SOUNDS PERFECTION, Nightree House, Mawgan, 
Helston, Cornwall, TR12 6AX. Tei/Fax (01326) 
221372. Brands include Alchemist, Analysis, 
Arian, Audiomega, Audionote, Audio Spectrum, 
Cadence, Harrian, Kardon, Michell, Monitor Audio, 
Ortofon Phylosopy Cables, Parasound, Project, 
REL, SME, T horens, Triangle, Trichord. 

INDICATES MEMBERSHIP OF 
THE BRITlSH AUDIO DEALERS 
ASSOCIATlDN 

Demonstration facilities by app. Home trials, 
friendly service available 7 days anytime. 

DEVON 
AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 156 Sidwell St, Exeter EX4 
6RT. Tel (01392) 491194. All that's best in hi-fi, 
carefully selected and demonstrated by friendly 
knowledgable staff at prices to suit all budgets. 
Delivery and installation, home dems, part 
exchange, in-house workshops, full credit facili­
ties with interest free on selected items. Tues-Sat 
9.00-5.30. Closed Monday. llf;'l!;l 
THE HI-FI ATTIC, 58 New George Street, 
Plymouth. Tel (01752) 669511. Plymouths oldest 
and best independent Hi-Fi retailer. Selling Hi-Fi 
that su� the individuals needs. 3 tastefully deco­
rated demo rooms to make you feel at home. 
Friendly and J;;pert advice on all your Hi-Fi, AV 
and multi media computer needs. All major credit 
cards accepted. % Interest free credi� subject to 
status. Open from 9.30-5.30 Mon-Sat. Ask for 
Chris or Simon. 

U P TON ELECTRONICS, 31 Torquay Road, 
Paignton, Devon TQ3 3DT. Tel (01803) 5513298. 
Friendly and knowledgable service from a dealer 
w� over 20 years experience, stockists of Denon, 
Pioneer, Marantz, Alchemist, Nad, Myryad, Orelle, 
Micromega, Castle, Tannoy, TDL, Jamo, Project 
Mordaunt-Short, GUL, Sony, Rei, Onkyo, Cabletalk, 
Qudos etc, etc. Large range of Accessories. Credit 
facilities, interest free on certain items. Free deliv­
ery and installation, Demonstration facilities, 
Mastercard, Visa, American Express, in house ser­
vice department. Part exchange. 

DORSET 
DAWSDNS, 23 Seamoor Road, Westbourne, 
Bournemouth, Dorset. Tel (01202) 764965. B&O, 
Castie, Canon, Jamo, JBL, Pioneer, Sony, Targe� 
TDL, Technics. No appts necessary. Free install, 
Service depart. Various credit facilities available. 
Open 9-5.30 6 days a week. 
MOVEMENT AUDIO, 588 Ashley Road, Poole, 
Parkstone, Dorset BH14 OAQ. Tel (01202) 730865. 
Arcam, Audiolab, B&W, Castie, Gyrus, Denon, KEF, 
Marantz, Meridian, Michell, Micromega, Pioneer, 
Ruark, Sheame Audio. 2 Dem rooms. Listen to the 
available choice and decide at your leisure - no 
pressure, no obligation. Our staff enjoy music, 
w� our choice of products, you can too! Service 
Department Free installation. Home trial facilities. 
Access, Visa, Amex, Diners card. Credit facilities 
available. Open Mon-Fri 10-6, Sat 9-6. llf;'l!;l 
MOVEMENT AUDIO, 336 Wimborne Road, 
Winton, Bournemouth, Dorset, BH9 2HH. Tel 
(01202) 529988/520066. Arcam, B&W, Denon, 
KEF, Marantz, Meridian, Mission, Pioneer, Sony, 
Yamaha. Full dem facilities available, also home 
dem. Friendly expert advice. Service Department 
Free installation. Home trial facilities. Access, VISa, 
Amex. Open Mon-Fri 9-5.30. llf;'l!;l 
SUTTONS HI-FI, 18 Westover Road, 
Bournemouth. Tel (01202) 555512. Linn, Arcam, 
Mission, Quad, Audiolab, Rote!, Yamaha, 
Denon,etc, 2 Single Speaker Listening Rooms, 
Home Demonstrations, Free lnstallations.Open 
Mon-Sat 9-5:30. Call for details. llf;'l!;l 
WEYMOU TH HI-FI, 33-35 Maiden Street, 
Weymouth, Dorset DT 4 8BA. Tel (01305) 785729. 
Arcam, Aura, B&W, Denon, Kenwood, Marantz, 
Micromega, Musical Fidelity, Panasonic, Quad, 
Sony, Technics, Yarnaha. Dem room. Friendly pro­
fessional advice. Only quality hi-li dealer in 



Weymouth area. Service Department. Free instal­
lation. Home trial facilities. Access, Visa, Amex, 
Switch, Delta Mastercard. Interest free credit. 
Instant credit. Open Mon 9.30-5.30, Fri-Sat 9.30-
5.30 ll1;W;J 

DOVER 
JOHN MARLEY HI-FI CENTRES LID, DOVER HI 
A, 43 High Street, Dover. Tel (01304) 207562. 
Arcam, Aura, B&W, Heybrook, J.P.W., NAD, 
Pioneer, Panasonic, Rotel, Ruark, Tannoy, TDL, 
Technics. IVV Dem Room. Full service depart­
ment. Mon-Sat 9-5.30. Free installation. Credit to 
£1000. Access, Visa, Switch, Electron. Established 
25 years. Expert advice. Friendly service. 

DURHAM 
HI-FI EXPERIENCE, 17 Coniscliffe Road, 
Darl ington DL3 7EE. Tel Help Line (01325) 
481418. Fax (01325) 382982. Agencies include: 
Arcam, Audiolab, Bang & Olufsen, Celestion, 
Gyrus, Denon, Harman, IMF, KEF, Marantz, 
Mission, Musical Fidelity, Meridian, NAD, Pioneer, 
Quad, Rotel, Shearne, Tannoy, Yamaha. 3 listening 
rooms. 3 years guarantee. Free delivery and sim­
ple installation North Yorks/South Dumam. Home 
cinema specialist. ll1;W;J 

ESSEX 
AUDIO T, 442-444 Cranbrook Road, Gants Hill, 
nnord, IG2 6LL. Tel (0181) 518 0915. Fax (0181) 
554 8463. Open TuesfThur/Fri 10-7. Wed/Sat 
9.30-5.30. See our main entry under Oxford. We 
also sell A VI, Jamo, Michell & Micromega. ll1;W;J 
RAYLEIGH HI-FI, 44a High Street, Rayleigh, 
Essex. Tel (01268) 779762/747571. 216 
Moulsham SI, On-the-Parkway, Chelmsford. 
Tel (01245) 265245. 132-134 London Road, 
Southend-on-Sea. Tel (01702) 435255. Arcam, 
Audiolab, Gyrus, Denon, Epos, KEF, Linn, Loewe 
Tvs, Marantz, Miller & Kreisel, Naim, Quad, Rega, 
Roksan, Rotel, Ruark. 0% finance. Excellent IVV 
range. Home cinema Dolby Pro-Logic, multi-room 
specialist. ll1;W;J 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 58 Bristol Road, Gloucester. 
Tel (01452) 300046. All  that's best in  
Hi-Fi carefully selected and demonstrated by 
friendly knowledgeable staff, at prices to suit all 
budgets. Delivery and installation, home dems, 
part exchange, in-house workshops, full credit 
facilities with interest free on selected items. 
lues-Sat 9.00-5.30. Closed Mon. ll1;W;J 
AUDIO T, 40-42 Albion Street, Che�enharn, GL52 
2RQ. Tel (01242) 583960. Fax (01242) 226435. 
Open Tues-Fri 9.30-6. Sat 9.30-5.30. See our 
main entry under Oxford. We also sell Linn, Nairn, 
Royd & Ruark. ll1;W;J 

HAMPSHIRE 
AUDIO T, 4 Feathers Lane, Basingstoke, RG21 
1 AS. Tel (01256) 24311. Fax (01256) 24430. 
Open lues-Sat 9-5.30. See our main entry under 
Oxford. We also sell Linn, Naim, & Royd. ll1;W;J 
HAMPSHIRE AUDIO LTD, 2-12 Hursley Rd, 
Chandlers Ford, Hants S053 2FU. Tel 01703 
252827/265232. 3 hi-fi and 2 home cinema sur­
round sound dem studios. Winner of Southern 
England Sony/Hi-Fi News Dealer Awards. 
Projection TV with 8ft  Screen. Thurs late, closed 
Mon (except in Dec). 2yr guarantee, service dept. 
On site free parking, junctions 4 (M27/M3), 
5 (M27), 12 (M3), 13 (M3) all within 3 miles. 

ll1;W;J 
JEFFRIES HI-A 29 London Road, Portsmouth. P02 
OBH. Tel (01705) 663604. Hi-fi, home cinema and 
multi-room specialist. Range includes Acoustic 
Energy, Arcam, Beyer, Celestion, Chord, Definitive 
Technology, Denon, Harbeth,Heybrook, KEF, 
Lexicon, Linn, Loewe, Miller & Kreisel, Naim, 
Panasonic, Polk, Rega, REL, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, 
Seleco, Sennheiser, Sound Organisation, Sound 
Style, Top Tape, Yamaha. 2 dem rooms. Open 
lues-Sat, late night Wed. Free parking, bus route, 
credit facilities. Winner Sony/Hi-Fi News Best 
Southern Dealer. ll1;W;J 
NOW THATS HI-FI 32 Arundel St, Portsmouth. Tel 
(01705) 811230. Pioneer, Yamaha, Marantz, 
Kenwood, Mission, T.D.L, REL, Attacama and 
much more. Laserdisc and AC3 specialists. 
Accesory centre at 24 Arundel Way, Portsmouth. 

EALER 
Directory 

Tel (01705) 811618. 

HEREFORDSHIRE 
ENGLISH AUDIO, 37 Whitecross Road, Hereford 
HR4 ODE. Tel (01432) 355081. Arcam, A.T.C., 
Audiolab, B&W, Castle, Celestion, Gyrus, Denon, 
Exposure, KEF, Marantz, Micromega, Mission, 
Musical Technology, Naim, Nakamichi, Pink 
Triangle, Pioneer, REL, Rotel, Ruark, Shearne, Stax, 
Systemdek, Quad, TDL., Yamaha and others. Single 
Speaker Dem room. Home trial. Free install. 
Service dept. Access, Visa, Credit arrange� 
Mon-Sat 9.30am-5.30pm. ll1;W;J 

HERTFORDSHIRE 
ACOUSTIC ARTS LTD, 101 SI AI bans Rd, Watford, 
Herts. Tel (01923) 245250. Fax (01923) 230798 
Apogee, Audiolab, Audio Research, B&W, Bose, 
Gast!e, Celestion, Chord, Classe, Copland, Denon, 
KEF, Marantz, Martin Logan, Michell, Micromega, 
Orelle, Roksan, Ruark, SME, Sonus Faber, Sonic 
Link, TDL, Theta, Thorens, Wilson. 4 demonstra­
tion rooms. Purpose bui� AV studio. Credit avail­
able, 100 yards from Watford Junction station. 
Open lues-Sat 10-5:30 ( T hursday open until 
8pm). ll1;W;J 
THE AUDIO ALE, 27 Hockerill SI, Bishops Stortford, 
Herts CM23 2DW. Tel (01279) 506576. 9.30-5.30 
open 6 days,9.30-8pm Thursdays. Linn, Naim, 
Quad, Gyrus, Arcam, Roksan, Denon, Epos, KEF, 
Marantz, ProAc, Rega, Yamaha. 0% credit. ll1;W;J 
DARBY'S OF ST. ALBANS 6 Market Place, St. 
Albans, Herts. Tel (01727) 851596. Herfs premier 
Hi-FI/AV specialists est. 1946. Full Home Cinema 
demonstration suite. Whether your needs are 
large or small, we stock it all; Arcam, Yamaha, 
Quad, Denon, Sony, B & 0, Pioneer, REL, JVC, 
KEF-Reference, Mission-Gyrus, Ruark, Celestion, 
Polk, and many more. Free delivery and installa­
tion. Open 9-6 Mon-Sat. ll1;W;J 
DAVID ORTON AUDIO VISUAL 6-8 Bancroft, 
Hitchin, Herts, SG5 1 JQ Tel (01462) 452248 Fax 
(01462) 458424. Stockists of Apollo, Arcam, B&W, 
Celestion, Gyrus, Denon, Marantz, Mission, 
Pioneer, Quad, Rotel, Ruark, Soundstyle, Teac, and 
many others. Hi-R listening room and IVV dem. 
room. Workshop off premises. Access, Amex, 
Visa, Diners, Interest free and instant credit Open 
9.30-5.30 Mon-Sat. 
HERTFORD MUSIC 328 Ware Road, Hailey, 
Hertfordshire SG13 7PG. Tel (01992) 442425. We 
hold in stock the complete range of REL sub­
woofers, including Studio 11. We also stock the 
complete range of MAGNUM amplifiers, CD2020 
and the full range of MAGNUM speakers. All other 
brands quoted. Demonstration rooms for AV and 
Audio. Mail order, home audition. Visa, Switch etc. 
RADLET I AUDIO, 9 Holywell Hill, SI Albans, 
Hertfordshire AL 1 1 EU. Tel (01727) 855577 
Probably the longest established high-end dealer 
in the country. Demonstration facilities second to 
none with systems to suit all budgets. Mainlines 
include: Mark Levinson, MIT, Sonus Faber, B&W, 
Copland, Audiolab, Proac, Marantz, Trichord, AVI 
STUDIO 82 (Harpenden) Ltd, 82 High Street, 
Harpenden, Herts AL5 2SP. Tel (01582) 764246, 
Fax (01582) 467022. Arcam, ATC, Audiolab, Aura, 
A VI, Bang & Olufsen, Bose, B&W, Chord, Denon, 
Harbeth, Jamo, KEF, Marantz, Musical Fidelity, 
Musical Technology, Myryad, Nairn, Panasonic, 
Philips, QED, Quad, Roberts Radio, Sennheiser, 
Soundstyle, Tannoy, Target, T DL, Teac. Single 
Speaker Demonstration room. Free installation. 
Service dept. Access, Visa, Switch, Amex. Open 
9am-5.30pm Mon-Sat. ll1;W;J 

KENT 
ASHFORD SOUNDCRAFT HI-A, 40 High Street, 
Ashford. Seeking music lovers, male or female 
any age, to share common interest in, musical 
Pro-aktiv Hi-Fi Systems, Multi Room or Home 
Cinema. Attractive unusual equipment in unusual 
setting, your place or ours, we guarantee lasting 
pleasure.Open Mon-Sat, Appointment Service or 
just pop in. Tel (01233) 624441. ll1;W;J 
HALKSWORTH WHEELER, 85 King Street, 
Maidstone ME14 1 BG. Tel (01622) 756756. Bang 
& Olufsen, Bose, Denon, Grundig, JVC, Jarno, KEF, 
Mordaunt Short, Marantz, NAD, Onkyo, Panasonic, 
QED, Sony, Sennheiser, Technics, Target. Hi-R, 

Home Cinema, Multi-Room Custom Installation 
Specialists Part Exchange, Service Dept Full 
Rnance Facilities. 
HALKSWORTH WHEELER, 34 Guildhall Street, 
Folkestone Tel (01303) 255688. See previous 
entry. 
UNN STUDIO, 123 Snargate Street. Dover, Kent, 
C T 1 7  9AP. Tel (01304) 201525, Fax: 01304 
240135. Sondek LP12•, Knekt•, Karik•, Kaim•, 
Klout•, Kremlin•, Keltik•, Kaber•, Keiledh•, 
Numerik•, Tukan•, Wakonda•, Majik•, Mimik•, 
LK1oo·. Ekos•, Kudos•, Arkiv•, Brilliant•, Lingo•, 
Valhalla•, Sekrit", Aktiv• . . .  Dream systems for 
everyone from £2000 to £30000+. A new dealer­
ship from a specialist family business, established 
in 1948. Outstanding service and facilities. Multi­
room specialist. 
MUSICAL IMAGES LTD, 126 High St,  
Beckenharn, Kent BR3 1ED, Tel (0181) 663 3777, 
Fax (0181) 663 3555. Email: sales@musical­
images.co.uk. AV Dealer of the Year. Home 
Cinema, Hi-R, multi-room specialists. Main autho­
rised dealers for over 1 00 brands. Interest free 
credit anywhere in the UK, subject to status. Mail­
order worldwide. 10 demonstration rooms 
throughout Musical Images, including projectors 
and big screen TVs. Professional home installation 
and design consultancy. Part exchange, service 
and repairs. Active Musical Images Club. Open all 
week including Sundays. 1 Oam-6pm (1 Oam-4pm 
Sundays.) Dlll1;W;J 
SOUND OF MUSIC, 10/12 Chapel Place, 
Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN1 1Y Q, tel (01892) 
547003, Fax (01892) 547004. Quad, Exposure, 
Marantz, Tannoy, REL, Magnum, Ruark, Musical 
Technology, Micromega, Acoustic Energy, Teac, 
Avdion, B&W, KEF, Pro-Ac, Michell, Copland, 
Trichord, Klipsch, T horens, Pass, Lymley, 
Woodside, BAT, CAT, Dunlavy, Wadia, Krell, Audio 
Research and many more. We offer 1he very best 
service and advice along with some very special 
deals. 1 month's trial exchange, good prices and 
free delivery, the widest range of equipment sys­
tems from £300-£1 OOK, vaive + vinyl specialist. 
All major credit  cards accepted. 
HTTP://WWW.SOUNDS/OFIMUSIC.Co.UK. 
UNILET SOUND & VISION 24-26 Union Street, 
Maidstone ME14 1 EO. Tel (01622) 676703. 
5 minutes from M20. Three superb hi fi and home 
cinema demonstration rooms. Most leading 
brands. Home survey and set up. Friendly and 
interested staff. Interest free credit and credit 
cards. "The best place in town for hi fi and home 

. cinema." Bada Bonded. Open Sundays. ll1;W;J 
V J HI-FI, 29 Guildhall SI, Folkestone. Tel (01303) 
256860. Kenwood, Marantz, Mission, Musical 
Fidelity, Pioneer, Quad, Rogers, Tannoy, Yamaha. 
Dem and home trial facilities, free local install. 
No appts necessary, service dept. Amex, Diners, 
Visa, Access, Interest free credit, Instant credit. 
Mon-Sat 9-6. ll1;W;J 
V J HI-FI, 119 High Street Margate. Tel (01843) 
226977. For full details see our above entry . Bmil 

LANCASHIRE 
AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 131 Friargate, Preston, 
Lanes PR1 2EE. Tel (01772) 253057 Fx (01772) 
562731. All thafs best in Hi-R carefully selected 
and demonstrated by friendly knowledgeable 
staff, at prices to suit all budgets. Delivery and 
installation, home dems, par1 exchange, in-house 
workshops, full credit facilities with interest free 
on selected items. Tues-Sat 9.00-5.30.  
Closed Mon. ll1;W;J 
CLEARTONE, 235 Blackbum Road (1/2 mile from 
city centre on the A 666 Blackbum Road), Bo�on, 
Lanes BL1 8HB. Tel (01204) 531423. Bolton's 
biggest Hi-R superstore. �top brand & all the 
best buys at guaranteed unbeatable prices. Aiwa, 
Akai, Arcam, Audiolab, B&W, Bose, Castle, 
Celestion, Denon, Hitachi, Infinity, JBL, JVC, KEF, 
Kenwood, Marantz, Meridan, Mission, Mordaunt 
Short, NAD, Panasonic, Pioneer, Rotel, Sony, 
Tannoy, TOL, Technics, Toshiba, Yamaha. 2 
Dedicated Hi-Fi Demo rooms and 2 IVV Demo 
rooms, no appointments necessary. Service 
department. free instalation, home trial facilities. 
free parking. Access, Visa, Amex, Diners. Interest 
free credit. Open Mon - Wed 10.00-6.00, Thurs -
Fri 10.00-7.00, Sat 9.00-6.00, Sun 11.00-5.00. 

INDICATES MEMBERSHIP OF 
THE BRITISH AUDIO DEALERS 
ASSOCIATION 

LEICESTERSHIRE 
CYMBIOSIS, 6 Hotel Street, Leicester., LE1 5AW 
Tel (0116) 262 3754 Facsimile (0116) 262 3758. 
Arcam, Audiolab, Denon, Epos, KEF, Linn Hi-R, 
Linn AV51, Loewe Televisions, Micromega Stage, 
Micromega Classicline, Mordaunt Short, Myryad, 
Nairn Audio, Projekt Furniture, Rega, Rotel & 
Royd, Multiroom Design and Installation Service.4 
Listening Lounges. Finance available. OQe_nj) 
days 10 am-5.30pm ll1;W;J 
LEICESTER HI-FI CO, 6 Silver Walk, SI Martins 
Square, Leicester LE1 5EW. Tel: (0116) 2539753. 
Fax (0116) 2626097. Arcam, B&W Matrix, 
Copland, Mission Gyrus, Marantz, Harman­
Kardon, KEF, M&K, Michell, Pink Projects, Quad, 
Roksan, Rogers, Rote!,  Sonus Faber, Talk 
Electronics, Teac, Technics, Yamaha. 3 Dem 
areas. We can demonstrate, deliver and install. 
Credit Facilities. All cards taken, 6 days 9.30-5.30 

ll1;W;J 
STEREO SHACK, 1-3 Guildhall Lane, Leicester. Tel 
(0116) 2530330. Fax (0116) 2626097. Yamaha, 
Kenwood, NAD, Mission, Teac, Aiwa, Cerwin Vega, 
Pioneer, T DL, T horens, JBL, Rotel, Celestion, 
Jarno and many more. We are A. V. specialists, 2 
dem rooms. We can demonstrate, deliver & 
install. Credit facilities and all cards taken. 6 days 
9.30-5.30. 
WI LMSLOW AUDIO, 50 Main SI, Broughton 
Astley, Leicester LE9 6RD. Tel (01455) 286603. 
Suppliers of high quality loudspeaker kits, drive 
units, acoustic sound damping, cross-overs, and 
components. ATC, Oynaudio, KEF, Morel, Peertess, 
Scanspeak, Seas. All major credit cards taken. 
Open 9-5.30 Mon-Fri, 9-1 Saturday. 

LINCOLNSHIRE 
STAMFORD HI-A, 9 Red Lion Square, Stamford, 
Lines PE9 2AJ. Tel (01780) 62128. Aiwa, Denon, 
KEF, Kenwood, Marantz, Mission, NAD, Pioneer, 
Quad, Technics, Yamaha, Plus all major speaker 
manufacturers. Expert advice, comp arator 
demonstrations, on two ftoors, part exchange Hi­
Fi purchased for cash. No appointments neces­
sary, home trial facilities, free installation, service 
department. Mastercard, Visa & credit charge, 
finance available. Mon-Sat 9-5.30pm, closed 
Thursdays. 

LONDON 
ALPHABEC, 392 Finchley Road, London NW2 
2HR. Tel (0171) 431 9133. Main product lines 
include Oenon, Sony, JVC, Onkyo, Linn, Loewe, 
Grundig, Yamaha, Teac, Boston Acoustics, Jamo. 
One demo room with full cinema surround system 
available and service dept. Interest free credit 
available. Access, Amex, Visa and Mastercard 
accepted. Open Mon-Sat 1 0-6pm, han day Thurs 
10-lpm. 
ANALOG AUDIO, 849 High Rd., London N12. Tel: 
0181 445 3267. We stock Hanman-Kardon, Rotel, 
Denon, Teac, Pioneer, Jamo, Boston, Thorens, 
JBL, Yamaha, Tannoy, Kenwood, TDL and many 
more. Access, Barclaycard etc welcome. We do 
repairs, home deliveries and installation. Open 
9.30 - 6 Mon - Sat 
AUDITORIUM, 119 Middlesex SI, (off 
Bishopsgate), London El 7JF. Tel (0171) 247 
5000. Condescending, elitist Hi-R snobs with bad 
attitudes, that offer 'Great Coffee' and ill informed 
advice, we aren't. Great kit, demo room, mu�i­
room installations etc., friendly and professional 
are our middle nannes. Gall Derek, Keith or Alester 
for a demo, or just turn up. Brands include: Naim 
Audio, Rega, Denon, KEF, Mission, Gyrus, B&O 
etc. 
AUDIO T, 190 West End Lane, West Hampstead, 
London NW6 1SQ. Tel (0171) 794 7848. Fax (0171) 
431 3570. Open lues-Sat 10-6 Late Thurs until 
8.00. See our main entry under Oxford. We also sell 
Micromega, Proac, Van den Hul & XTC. ll1;W;J 
BILLY VEE SOUND SYSTEMS, 248 Lee High Road, 
Lewisham, London SE13 5PL. Tel (0181) 318 
5755/(0181) 852 1321. Arcam, AVI, Denon, Unn, 
Marantz, Mission, Nairn, Pioneer, Rega, Rote!, etc. 
Two domestic style listening lounges. Appts 
required, service dept. home trial facilities, Interest 
free credit, instant credit Access, Visa. Open Man­
Sat 1 0-6.�0. Closed Thurs. ll1;W;J 
THE CORNFLAKE SHOP, 37 Windmill Street, 
London W1 P 1 HH. Tel (0171) 631 0472, Fax 
(0171) 436 7165. Open Tues-Sat 10-6, Thurs 10-



7. The specialists for the highest quality sound, be 
rt for one room or many more. We offer friendly 
advice, and a full delivery and installation service 
is available. Two listening rooms (appointments 
preferred). Service department. Amex, 
Mastercard, Switch, Visa. Worldwide mail order 
service. Brands include; Arcam, ATC, AVI, Bryston, 
Dynaudio, Mark Levinson/Proceed, Nairn, Pro 
Monrtor Go, Rega, Royd, and much more . . .  THE 
CORNFLAKE SHOP - Double egg, bacon, chips. 
GRAHAMS HI-FI , Canonbury Yard, 190a New 
North Ad, London N1. Tel (0171) 226 5500. 
Winner Sony/HFN Greater London Dealer Award 
1986/89/90."0ne of the 5 best hi-fi shops in the 
world". Arcam, Linn, Meridian, Nairn, Rega, etc. 
Systems from £500. FREE PARKING, 4 dem 
rooms, service dept, open Tues-Sat. RING FOR 
APPOINTMENT. liB 
HI-FI & COMPONENTS, 84 Battersea Rise, 
London, SW11 1EH. Tel (0171) 223 1110. ESTAB­
LISHED 33 years. Beyer, Celestion, Cerwin Vega, 
Denon, Eminence, Goodmans, Harman Kardon, 
KAM, Jamo, Kenwood, QED, NAD, Ortofon, 
Sennheiser, Shure, Stanton, Tannoy, Project, 
Marantz, Vivanco, Wide range of accessories & 
stylis. Appts nee, Service Dept. Access, Switch, 
Visa, Diners, Am ex Open 1 0-6 Closed Wed. 
HI-FI EXPERIENCE, Lion House, 227 Tottenham 
Court Road, London Wl P -HX. Tel Help Line 0171-
580 3535 24 hour, Fax 0171-436 4733. Agencies 
indude: Arcam, Audiolab, Bang & Olufsen, Castle, 
Celestion, Chord, Gyrus, Denon, Heybrook, Harman, 
IMF, KEF, Marantz, Mission, Musical Fidelity, 
Meridian, Nakamichi, NAD, Pioneer, Quad, Rotel, 
Sheame, Tannoy, IDL, Yamaha. 8 listening rooms, 
3 years guarantee. Free delivery and simple instal-
1�25 periphery), home cinema specialist. 

INAOB.JTY, 9 High Str, Hampton Wick, Kingston­
upon-Thames. Tel (0181) 943 3530. For full details 
see entry under SU�REY liB 
K.J. WEST ONE, 26 New Cavendish SI, London, 
WlM 7LH. Tel (0171) 486 8262/63. Fax (0171) 487 
3452. Hi-R, THl< Home Cinema and Multiroom spe­
cialists. Dem' studios bookable. Home tnal. 
Installations by anrangement. Major credrt cards. 
Interest free credrt - ask for details. Most major 
brands stocked. Open 1 Oam-6pm (Closed 
Wednesday & Sunday). E-mail: 106435.121@com­
puserve.com. 
KAMLA 251 Tottenham Court Ad, London, Wl P 
9AD. Tel (0171) 323 2747. Kenwood, Pioneer, .NC, 
Philips, ioshiba, Boston, B&W, AA, Mitsubishi. 
Demonstration room available. Appts required. 
Service dept. Access, Visa, Amex, Diners. Open 
Mon-Sat 9-6. 
MUSICAL IMAGES LTD, 18 Monmouth Street, 
Coven! Garden, London WC2H 9HB. Tel (0171) 497 
1346, Fax (0171) 497 9205. Email: sales@musi­
cal-images.co.uk. AV Dealer of the Year. Home 
Cinema, Hi-R, multi-room specialists. Main autho­
rised dealers for over 100 brands. Interest free 
credrt anywhere in the UK, subject to status. Mail­
order worldwide. 10 demonstration rooms through­
out Musical Images, including projectors and big 
screen TVs. Professional home installation and 
design consultancy. Part exchange, service and 
repairs. Active Musical Images Club. Open all week 
including Sundays. 1 Oam-7pm (1 Oam=1Jml 
Sundays). m� 
MUSICAL IMAGES LTD, 173 Station Road, 
Edgware HA8 7JX. Tel (0181) 952 5535, Fax (0181) 
951 5864. E-mail: sales@musical-images.co.uk. 
See main entry under Middlesex. 

m liB 
MUSICAL IMAGES LTD, 45 High Street, Hounslow, 
Middlesex TW3 11R. Tel (0181) 569 5802, Fax 
(0181) 569 6353. E-mail: sales@musical­
images.co.uk mliB 
NICHOL LS HI-FI, 1/5 Eltham Road, Lee Green, 
London SE12 8RW. Tel (0181) 852 5780. ATC, 
Alchemist, Audio Alchemy, Boulder, Celeslion, Cello, 
Chario, Dynaudio, Electroacompaniet, Harman, 
Jamo, JBL, Levinson, Micromega, Project Revox, 
Jell Rowland Group, REL, Revox, T horens, 
Technics, Sony, Marantz, Kenwood etc. Dem Room, 
Home Dem facilities. Interest free credit, Instant 
Credit, Access, VIsa, Amex etc. Mon/Fri 9.30-6.00 
Thurs. 
ORANGES & LEMONS, 61-63 Webbs Road, 
Battersea SW11. Tel (0171) 924 2040. Juicy lrurt 
from London's newest freshest hi-filhome cinema 
retailer. Telephone demonstrations or just pop in. All 
the usual, 1e friendly and efficient service, tree 
home installation, credit cards, 0% finance avail­
able, plus all the very best from: Arcarn, Cable Talk, 
Chord Go, Demion, Denon Lifestyle, Epos, 

Micromega, NAD, Nairn, QED Multiroom, Quad, 
Rega, Roksan, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, Soundstyle, 
Stands Unique, Yamaha with more to come. The 
innovative Audio/Visual retailer. 
RICHER SOUINDS, The world's busiest hi-fi retailer. 
30 branches nationwide and Eire. Call 0500 
101112 for a free fun packed catalogue induding a 
full branch listing and opening limes. Full range of 
budget and high end equipment semi pro and DJ 
and home cinema from all top brands. 
Demonstration facilities in all stores. �in the incred­
ibly unlikely event you see an offer remotely 
approching one of ours, simply tell us about it and 
we'll smash rt by up to £50 .. (rnost b/'ands). Ask in 
store tor details. 
STUDIO 99, 79-81 Fairfax Road, Swiss Cottage, 
London NW6. Tel (0171) 624 8855, Fax (0171) 624 
5315. Nairn, Meridian, Quad, ATC, MiSSion, Gyrus, 

Rega, KEF, Arcam, Epos, Acoustic Energy, Yamaha, 
Philips, Royd, Rotel, Sonus Faber, Bang & Olufsen. 
High quality demonstrations. Home Cinema Multi­
room. Service Dept. Visa/Access credit facilities. 
Mon-Fri 10.00am-7.00pm, Sat 10.00-6.00pm. 
liB 
THOMAS HEINITZ, 35 Moscow Road, Bayswater, 
London, W2 4AH. Tel (0171) 229 2077. Fax (0171) 
727 9348. Nearest tube stations Queensway and 
Bayswater. Plenty of parking meters available. 
Demonstration room available by appointment. 
Stockists of B&O, Nairn, Rega, Micromega, Gyrus, 
Denon and Epos. Payment via, ACCESS, VISA, 
cheques, cash and interest free credit facilities 
(details on request). Open 1 0.30am-6.00pm, 
Tuesday-Saturday. 

GREATER MANCHESTER 
AUDIO COUNSEL, 14 Shaw Road, Oldham, Oll 
3LQ. Tel (0161) 633 2602 Fax (0161) 633 2502. 
Arcam, Audiolab, Rotel, Royd, Mission, Marantz, 
Lyra, Audio Research, Sonus Faber Copland, 
Ruark, Epos, Denon, Yamaha, Bang + Olutsen. 
Free installation. Record club. Major credrt cards 
and credit facilities. Open Tuesday-Saturday 
10.00 to 5.30, 8pm on Thurs. 

MIDDLESEX 
AUDIO T, 159a Chase Side, Enfield, Middlesex 
EN2 OPW. Tel (0181) 367-3132, Fax (0181) 367-
1638. Open Tues-Fri 9.30-6. Sat 9.30-5.30. See 
our main entry under Oxford. We also sell  
Kenwood, Linn, Micromega & Moth. liB 
MUSICAL IMAGES LTD, 173 Station Rd, Edgware 
HAS 7JX. Tel (0181) 952 5535, Fax (0181) 951 
5864. Email: sales@musical-images.co.uk. AV 
Dealer of the Year. Home Cinema, Hi-Fi, multi­
room specialists. Main authorised dealers for over 
100 brands. Interest free credit anywhere in the 
UK, subject to status. Mail-order worldwide. 10 
demonstration rooms throughout Musical Images, 
including projectors and big screen T Vs. 
Professional home installation and design consul­
tancy. Part exchange, service and repairs. Active 
Musical Images Club. Open all week including 
Sundays. 10am-6pm (10am-4pm�= 
MUSICAL IMAGES LTD, 45 High Street, 
Hounslow, TW3 11R. Tel (0181) 569 5802, Fax 
(0181) 569 6353. E-mail: sales@musical­
images.co.uk. See above entry. DlliB 
MUSICAL IMAGES LTD, 18 Monmouth S� Covent 
Garden, London WC2H 9HB. Tel: (0171) 497 
1346, Fax (0171) 497 9205. E-mail: sales@musi­
cal-images.co.uk. See main entry under London 

m liB 
RIVERSIDE HI-A LTD, 422 Richmond Road, East 
Twickenham, Middlesex TW1 2EB. Tel (0181) 892 
76 13. Fax (0181) 892 7749. Internet: 
h t t p / / w w w . r i v e r s i d e  h i f i .  e o .  u k /  
"W here dreams come true." e-mail: 
Soundadvice@riversidehili.co.uk Angstrom, 
Arcam, Audiolab, Audio Research, B&W, Bose, 
Copland, Castle, Denon, Dwin, Krell ,  KEF, 
Meridian, Marantz, Monitor Audio, Musical Rdelily, 
Michell, Micromega, Martin Logan, Nakamichi, 
NHT, Pioneer, RCF, REL, Sony, Sonus Faber, 
Tannoy, T heta, Vidikron, Wilson, Yamaha. 
Appointments recommended. Finance available. 
All major credit cards accepted. Mon-Sat 10-6, 
Thurs 10-7 liB 

WEST MIDLANDS 
AMADEUS SOUND & VISION, 1 0 Boldmere Road, 
Sutton Goldfield, West Midlands. Tel (0121) 354 
2311. Audio Gem, aura, AVI,  B&W, Castle, 

Marantz, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Harman Kardon, 
QED, Rote!, Sanneteer, Shearne Audio, TEAC. 
Single speaker demo, service available, installa­
tions, home trials. Access, Visa, interest free credit 
available subject to status. 9.30-6pm, 6 days. 

liB 
EMPIRE EL ECTRICAL SUPERSTORE, 21-22 
Stephenson Street (behind New Street, opposrte 
Pollasades car park), Birmingham City Centre, 
West Midlands B2 4JD. Tel (0121) 643 0972. 
Birmingham's biggest Hi-R superstore. Every top 
brand & all the best buys at guaranteed unbeat­
able prices. Aiwa, Akai, Arcam, B&W, Bose, 
Castle, Celestion, Denon, Hitachi, Infinity, JBL, 
JVC, KEF, Kenwood, Marantz, Mission, Mordaunt 
Short, NAD, Panasonic, Pioneer, Rotel, Sony, 
Tannoy, TDL, Technics, Toshiba, Yamaha. 2 
Dedicated Hi-Fi Demo rooms and 2 A.V Demo 
rooms, no appointments required. Service depart­
ment, free installation, home trial facilities. 
Access, Visa, Amex, Diners. Interest free credit. 
Open Mon - Fri 9.30-6.00. Sat 9.00-5.30 
FRANK HARVEY HI-FI EXCELLENCE, 163 Spon 
Street, Coventry. Tel (01203) 525200 Fax (01203) 
631403. E·MAIL: frank@hiflex.demon.co.uk 
4000sq feet on 3 floors of the very Best Hi-Fi. 
Audiolab, Audio Alchemy, Arcam, Audio Quest, 
B&W, Bang & Olufsen, Castle, Canon, Gable Talk, 
Chord, Gyrus, Definitive Technology, Denon, KEF, 
Marantz, Meridian, Miller & Kreisel, Mission, NAD, 

Pioneer, Quad, REL, Rega, Revolver, Rogers, Rotel, 
Sennheiser, Sharp Projection, Systemdek, Teac, 
TDL, Van Den Hul, Yamaha. 3 Floors with 3 
Dedicated Hi R Demo Rooms. Appts Necessary. 
Service Dept. Free install & Home Trial. Interest 
Free Credit on selected products. Open 9.30am to 
5.30pm Monday to Saturday. liB 
GRIFFIN AUDIO, 94 Bristol Street, Birmingham, 
West Midlands. Tel (0121) 622 2230/(0121) 692 
1359. 40 years in Hi-R and still the best in the 
Midlands. We sell great Hi-R from Arcam, Denon, 
Linn, Marantz, Musical Technology, Nakamichi, 
Nairn, Quad, Rega, Shahinian and Loewe 
Television. Arcam Xeta Home Theatre. Open rues­
Sat 1 0.00-5.30. 
MUSIC MATTERS, 93-95 Hobs Moat Road, 
Solihull, W Midlands B92 HJ1. Tel (0121) 742 
0254. Rotel, Denon, Lexicon, Tannoy, Ruark, 
Alchemist, Exposure, Pioneer, Roksan, Nakamichi, 
Arcam, Audiolab, Musical Fidelity, Mission/Gyrus, 
Meridian, KEF, Monrtor Audio, Pink Triangle. 2 sin­
gle speaker luxury demo rooms. Appts nee, home 
trial facilities, free installation, service dept. Access, 
Visa, instant credit up to £1000, interest free credit 
available. Tue-Thur 1 0.30-6, Fri 10.30-8, Sat 10-6. 
Branches also at: 156-157 Lower High Sir, 
Stourbridge, W. Midlands D18 1 TS. Tel: (01384) 
444184 liB 
SOUND ACADEMY, 152a High Street, Bloxwich, 
Nr Walsall ,  W. Midlands Tel (01922) 
493499/473499. Please see entry under BIRM­
INGHAM. li1i"liZi1 

NORFOLK 
BASICALLY SOUND, The Old School, School Ad, 
Bracon Ash, Norwich NR14 8HG. Tel (01508) 
570829. Audio Alchemy, Arcam, Audiolab, Beyer, 
Cabletalk, Chord Go. Opera Speakers, Denon, 
Densen, Dynavector, Epos, Grado, Heybrook, 
Micromega, Nairn, Opera, Sound Organisation, 
Rogers, Rotel, Royd, Soundstyle, TDL, Unison 
Research, etc. 2 comprehensive dem rooms. 
Home trial. Free installation. Visa, Access, HP 
facilities. Tues-Fri 9.30-1, 2-5.30. All day Sat 

liB 
MARTIN'S HI-A est 1968, Ber St, Norwich. Tel 
(01603) 627010 Fax (01603) 611302. Arcam, 
Atacama, Audiolab, Audioquest, Cable Talk, 
Celestion, Gyrus, Denon, GLL, KEF, Marantz, 
Mission, Meridian, Monitor Audio, NAD , Pioneer, 
Quad, Rotel, REL, Ruark, Sennheiser, Soundstyle 
and Target, separate AV and Hi-Fi demo rooms, 
Home Cinema specialists, Open Monday to 
Saturday 9-5.30. Home delivery and installation 
available. Interest free credit. Price promise - we 
will match any genuine local price. liB 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
CLASSIC HI-FI + VIDEO, School Lane, Kettering, 
Northants. Tel (01536) 310855. Aura, B&W, 
Exposure, Heybrook, JBL, KEF, Kenwood, Marantz, 
Musical Rdelity, NAD, Orelle, Pioneer, Rogers, Rotel, 
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Sheame, Sugden, Tannoy, Teac, Yamaha and many 
more. Home trial, free installation, service depart­
ment. Interest Free Credit. All major credit cards. 
Open 9.30-5.30pm. 
L I STEN INN, 32 Gold Street, Northampton. 
Tel (01604) 37871 Linn, Nairn, Rega, Audiolab, 
Arcam, M&K, IXOS, Target, Quadraspire, Mission, 
KEF, Epos, Myryad, Denon, Rotel, Marantz, 
Yamaha, Sennheiser, Chord Go, Cabletalk. 2 
Listening Rooms. Free Installation. Part Exchange. 
All Major Credrt Gards. Interest Free Credrt � 
to Status. � 
OVERTURE, 3 Church Lane, Banbury, OX16 8LR. 
Tel (01295) 272158. See main entry under 
Oxfordshire. liB 

NOTTINGHAM 
CASTLE SOUND & VISION 48-50 Maid Marian 
Way, Nottingham NG1 6GF, Tel (0115) 958 4404. 
New hi-fi and home theatre outlet now open in the 
centre of Nottingham offering all the major brands 
. .. and much, much more. Large showroom and 
three demonstration rooms. 
CHANTRY AUDIO 16-1 Ba Eldon Street, Tuxford Nr 
Newark, Nottingham NG22 OLH, Tel (01777) 
870372. Product lines include Krell, T heta, 
Copeland, Epos, Audio Research, Ruark, Meridian, 
Sonus Faber, D.P.A., Mordaunt Short and many 
more. 3 dem rooms inc. home cinema. Service 
dept, free installation, home trial facilities. Access, 
Amex and Visa Accepted. Interest free credit avail­
able. Open Mon-Sat. 
DEANITIVE AUDIO serves the first lime purchaser 
and the seasoned audiophile with the same high 
level of care and interest. Our aim is long term 
customer satisfaction. We achieve this wrth quality 
impartial advice, quality back up and service and 
genuine interest in your needs. We have an estab­
lished reputation for achieving sound quality 
benchmarks wrth innovation. We have an exten­
sive range of carefully selected agencies. We are 
open Mon-Fri 9.30-6.30, Sat 1 0.00-1.30. Visa I 
Mastercard I Amex. Deliveries nationwide and 
worldwide. Extensive second hand stock. 
Components from £1 0.00 to £75000. Call tor 
more information. TeVFax (0115) 9813562. 
JOHN KIRK, 70 Chilwell Ad, Beeston, Nottingham. 
Tel (0115) 9252986. Est 1970. Professional advice 
and service. Demo room, Free installation, Service 
Dept Arcam, Atacama, Aura, B&W, canon, CasHe, 
Denon, Dual,  Marantz, Mordaunt Short, 
Nakamichi, Quad, Rogers, T DL, Technics, 
Thorens. Tues-Sat 9 .30-5.30. Access/Visa/Swrtch. 
NOTTINGHAM HI-A CENTRE, 120-122 Alfreton 
Road, Nottingham. Tel (0115) 9786919. The 
area's oldest established specialist (Est. 1969). 
Two superb demonstration rooms, easy free park­
ing. Home Cinema and Multi Room. Stockists of: 
Arcam, Audiolab, Celestion, Denon, KEF, Linn, 
Loewe T.V., Marantz, Micromega, Michell,  
Mission-Gyrus, Rotel, Sennheiser, Yamaha. Mon­
Sat 9.00-5.30. liB 
PETER E L L I S  AUDIO 29 Kirkgate Newark, 
Nottingham, NG24 lAD. Tel (01636) 704571. 
Castle, JBL, Arcam, JVC, B&W, Jamo, Minium, 
Mordaunt Short, QED, Sugden, Tannoy, TDL, 
Thorens, Marantz, Denon, Teac. Demo room, Free 
install, Service Department. Home cinema dem 
room. Home trial facilities. Switch, American 
Express, Access. Visa, Mon-Sat 9-5:30 Close at 
1:oopm on Th�fbRDSHIRE 
ASTLEY AUDIO LTD, 3 Marketplace, Wallingford. 
Tel (01491) 839305. Aura, B&W, Canon, Denon, 
Dual, KEF, Kenwood, Marantz, Mission, Mordaunt 
Short, Panasonic, Pioneer, Sony, Tannoy, Technics, 
Yamaha. Home trial, free installation. Service dept. 
Access, VIsa, Amex, Diners. Instant credit. Tues­
Fri 9-5.30, Sat 9-5. Tapes & C.D's stocked. 
AUDIO T, 19 Old High Street, Headington, 
Oxford OX3 9HS. Tel (01865) 760844, Fax (01865) 
60415. E.mail: hifi@audio-t.co.uk Web site: 
http://www.audio-t.co.uk Great Value on Acoustic 
Energy, Arcam, Audiolab, B&W, Gable Talk, Celestion, 
Gyrus, Denon, Dynaudio, KEF, Marantz, Meridian, 
Mission, Monitor Audio, Mordaunt-Short, NAD, 
Pioneer, Quad, REL, Rotel, Trichord, Technics, 
Yamaha & many more. Tues-Fri 10-6. Sat 9.30-5.30. 
Late Thurs until 8.00. 3 year guarantee on Hi-R sep­
arates. Price Promise. 30 day free upgrade scheme. 
Part exchange. Interest Free Credit on selected 
items. 2 listening rooms. Home trials. 30 years in 
business. Home Cinema specialists. BADA Bonded. 
Serious hi-fi shops - Sillv prices! liB 
OVERTURE HI-A, 3 Church Lane, Banbury, OX16 



8LR. Tel (01295) 272158. Arcam, Base, Denon, 
Heybrook, KEF, Linn Products, Mission, N.A.D., 
Nairn Audio, Quad, Yamaha. For sensible un­
biased advice, call Oxfordshire's audio experts. 
Superb demo facilities. No appts nee, service 
dept, free install, home trial. Access/Visa, instant 
credrt. Mon-Fri 10-6, Sat 9.30-5.30 . llri1i1i1 
OXFORD AUDIO CONSULTANTS Cantay Hse, 
Park End Street, Oxford OX1 1 JE. Tel (01865) 
790879 Fax (01865) 791665. Quad, Denon, 
Spendor, Aura, Micromega, Ruark, B&W, Pink 
Triangle, Roksan, Krell, Sonus Faber NAD, Rotel, 
Musical Fidelity, Pioneer, Marantz, Rogers, TDL. 
Demo room. Home trial and free installation. 
Instant credrt, Access, Amex, Visa. 10-6 Man-Sat. 

llri1i1i1 
WESTWOOO AND MASON, 46 George St, Oxford. 
Tel: (01865) 247783. Celebrating 50 years in high 
fidelity. In 194 7 the Leak TL 12 introduced the 
w011d to Hi-R (rt would probably sell well today.) 
This year's landmark is the Rega Planet CD. 
Arcam, B&W, Denon, KEF, Klipsch, Marantz, 
Mission, Nairn, Rega, Yamaha etc. Open 1 0-5pm. 
Dem room. Closed Thur. MastercardNisa. 

SHROPSHIRE 
CREATIVE AUDIO, 9 Dogpole, Shrewsbury, 
SY1 1EN. 01743 241924. One of the largest ranges 
of quality HiFVAudio Visual equipment outside of 
London. Arcam, Atacama, Cabletalk, Celestion, 
Chord, Gyrus, Denon, KEF, Miller & Kreisel, 
Mission, Onkyo, NAD, Nairn, Nokia, Pace, Quad, 
Rega, Roksan, Soundstyle, Stands Unique. 
Comfortable listening room, home installation 
Dncluding murtiroom and tracking satellrte), free 2 
& 5 year warranties, sele.cted used equipment, 
part-exchange welcome, specialist workshop 
facilities. AccessNisa/Switch/Amex and low cost 
finance from £250 up to £15,000. 
W. OWEN, 58 Market Street. Oakengates, Te�ord, 
Shropshire, tel (01952) 613818. Audio/Video spe­
cialists. Pioneer, Reference Point. Kenwood, Sony, 
Jamo, B&W, Base, Dolby Pro-Logic specialist. 
16:9 screens in stock. Free installation and home 
deliveries. 

SOMERSET 
MIKE MANNING AUDIO - The HiFi and AV spe­
cialists. The best in HiFi from: Arcam, ATC, Aura, 
B&W, Castle, Denon, Heybrook, KEF, Marantz, 
Nairn Audio, NAD, Pioneer, Rega, Rotel, Royd, 
Shahinian, TDL, Teac. Somerset's Bang & Olufsen 
centre. Dedicated listening lounge for relaxed and 
unpressured demonstrations. Home installations 
on most systems, Full  service department. 
Access, Visa, Instant Credit. Closed Mondays. 
110, Middle Street, Yeovil, Somerset BA20 1 NE 
Tel (01935) 479361. 

SUFFOLK 
EASTERN AUDIO, 41 Bramford Rd, Ipswich. 
Tel (01473) 217217. Easy parking. Dem Room. 
Giving sound advice for over 21 years. Arcam. 
Audiolab, Meridian, Denon, B&W, Technics, Quad, 
Castle, Celestion, Top Tape, plus all the usual 
headphones, leads, racks etc. llri1i1i1 
BASICALLY SOUND, The Old School, School Rd, 
Bracon Ash, Norwich. Tel (01508) 570829. For full 
details see entry under Norfolk. llri1i1i1 

SURREY 
AUDIO DESIGNS, 26 High Street, East Grinstead, 
West Sussex RH19 3AS. TeVFax (01342) 314569. 
See main entry under West Sussex. llri1i1i1 
COSMIC HI-R SUPERSTORE EST 1962, 244-256 
Station Road, Addlestone, Weybridge, Surrey 
KT15 2PS. Tel (01932) 854552/843769/851753 
Fax (01932) 841615. Open 7 Days a week, Man­
Sat 9-6pm, Fri till 8pm, Sun 1 0-4pm Large free 
car park, fully equipped service depart, massive 
showroom. Arcam, Audio Quest, B&W, Cable Talk, 
Denon, Dual, Jamo, Marantz, Mission, NAD, 
Pioneer, Quad, Rogers, Sennheiser, Sony, Tannoy, 
Target, TDL, Technics, Thorens, Yamaha .. Home 
cin, widescreen TV, projection TV, laserd1sc. lnt 
free credit. All Major credrt cards. 
INFIDELIT Y, 9 High Street, Hampton Wick, 
Kingston Upon Thames, Surrey. Tel (0181) 943 
3530. Arcam, Densen, Epos, Heybrook, Linn, 
Micromega, Nairn Audio, Neat Acoustics, Rega 
Reserch, Roksan, Royd, Shahinian, Yamaha. 
Single speaker listening room. Appts pref, free 
installation, service dept. Major credit cards. 
Closed Man, Tues-Fri 10.30-7, Sat 10-6pm. 

llri1i1i1 
PJ HI-FI, 3 Bridge Street, Guildford, GUI 4RY. 
Tel (01483) 504801/304756. Man-Sat 9-6pm. 
Unn. Rega, ProAc, EPOS, Rotel, Audiolab, Arcam, 
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Meridian, Musical Technology, NAD, Quad, KEF, 
Acoustic Energy, Marantz, B&W, Nakamichi, 
Rogers, Mission/Gyrus, Pioneer (precision). Listen 
to Unn/Meridian AC3 here now! Home Cinema & 
HiFi Dem rooms, parking, Free delivery & 
installation. Service department on the premises. 
Call now llri1i1i1 
RIVERSIDE HI-FI, 422 Richmond Road, East 
Twickenham. TW1 2EB. Tel: (0181) 892 7613. Fax: 
(0181) 892 7749. See main entry under 
Middlesex. llri1i1i1 
ROGERS HI-FI, 13 Bridge Street, Guildford, Surrey. 
Tel  (01483) 561049. B&W, Castle, De non, 
Harman-Kardon, Marantz, Micromega, Musical 
Fidelity, Myryad, Ruark, Tannoy, and many more. 
Demonstration facilities available, no appointment 
necessary. Free installation. Service department. 
Access/Visa. Instant credrt up to £1 ,000 subject to 
status. Monday-Saturday 9.30-6pm, later by 
appointment. 
SPALDINGS HI-R, (Established 30 years), 352-4 
Lower Addiscombe Rd, Croydon, Surrey CRO 7AF. 
Tel (0181) 654 1231/2040. Linn Nairn, Quad, 
Meridian, Audiolab, Mission, Marantz, Denon, 
Ruark, Tannoy, Arcam, KEF, Castle. 3 dem rooms 
including AV room. Service dept. free install, home 
trial facilities, appointments advisable. Access, 
Visa, Amex, Interest free credit, instant credit. 
Man-Sat 9-5.45. Tues-8. Service dept. llri1i1i1 
SURRE Y HI-FI, 45 High Street, Godstone, Surrey 
RH9 8LS. (Just off J6 - M25) Tel (01883) 7 44 755, 
free parking. Home Cinema on demo. Acram, 
Audiolab, KEF, KEF Reference, Beyerdynamic 
headphones, Base, Cabletalk, Denon, Marantz, 
Mrtchell, Musical Fidelity, Partington Stands, Qudos 
Cables, Target, TDL, Thorens, Yamaha, Stands 
Unique, Roger, Miller & Kreisel Sub Woofers, MIT 
Cables, Alphason Stands, Sennheiser headphones 
and many others. Interest free credit available. 
Closed Wednesday. 
UNILET SOUND & VISION, 35 High Street 
(Opposite Waitrose), New Maiden, Surrey. KT3 
4BY. Tel (0181) 942 9567. The very best hi  f i  and 
home cinema brands on show with 3 hi fi PLUS 3 
home cinema demonstration rooms fully equipped 
at New Maiden. Knowledgeable staff. Free car 
parking. Open Sundays. llri1i1i1 

SUSSEX (EAST) 
ADAMS & JARRETT, 6-18 Norman Road, 
St. Leonard's-on-sea, East Sussex, TN37 6NH, Tel 
(01424) 437165/432398. Stockists of B+W. 
Cabletalk, KEF, Marantz. Meridian, Micromega, 
NAD, REL, Rotel, Ruark, Sennheiser, Tannoy, 
Target, Yamaha. Two demo rooms, home trial, 
AV specialists. Instant and interest-free credrt avail­
able. Open Man-Sat 9-5.30. 
JEFFRIES HI-FI, 69 London Road, Brighton BN1 
4JE. Tel (01273) 609431. Hi-fi, home cinema and 
multi-room specialist. Range includes Acoustic 
Energy, Arcam, Beyer, Celestion, Chord, Definitive 
Technology, Denon, Harbeth, KEF, Kinshaw, 
Lexicon, Linn, Loewe, Miller & Kreisel, Nairn, 
Panasonic, Rega, REL, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, 
Sennheiser, Shahinian, Sound Organisation, Sound 
Style, Top Tape, Yamaha. 2 dem rooms. Open 
Tues-Sat, late night Wed. Free parking, bus route, 
credit facilities. Winner Sony/Hi-Fi News Best 
Southern Dealer. llri1i1i1 
JEFFRIES HI-FI, 4 Albeit Parade, Green Street. 
Eastbourne BN21 1 SO. Tel (01323) 731336, Fax 
(01323) 416005. Hi-fi, home cinema and multi­
room specialist. Range includes Acoustic Energy, 
Arcam, Beyer, Celestion, Chord, Definitive 
Technology, Denon, Harbeth, Heybrook, KEF, 
Lexicon, Unn, Loewe, Miller & Kreisel, Nairn, 
Panasonic, Polk, Rega, REL, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, 
Seleco, Sennheiser, Sony, Sound Organisation, 
Sound Style, Top Tape, Yamaha. Two demonstra­
tion rooms. Open Tues-Sat, late night Wed. Free 
parking, bus route, credrt facilities. Winner SollYfl:ii:­
R News Best Southern Dealer. llri1i1i1 
THE PDWERPLANT, 66/67 Upper North Street, 
Brighton BN1 3FL. Tel (01273) 775978 Fax (01273) 
748419 Email: email@powerplant.co.uk Whatever 
your budget we can help you choose from our 
carefully selected range of todays finest hili and 
home cinema equipment. Recommended agencies 
include Arcam, Audiolab, ATC, B&W, B&O, Gyrus, 
Exposure, Epos, Linn, Marantz, Micromega, Mark 
Levinson, Pro Ac, Rega, QED Systemline, Yamaha. 
Excellent demonstration facilites, Knowledgeable 
and Friendly Staff. Multi Room specialist, CEDIA 
member. Open Tues- Sat 10am-6pm late evenings 
by appointment. All major Credrt Cards. Full Credit 
facilities. llri1i1i1 

SUSSEX (WEST) 
AUDIO DESIGNS, 26 High Street, East Grinstead, 
West Sussex RH19 3AS. TeVFax (01342) 314569. 
Hi-Fi, Home cinema & Multi-room specialists. 
Authorised stockists of: Arcam, Audiolab, 
Cabletalk, Castle, Gyrus, Epos, KEF (inc. 
Reference), Linn One. AV51), Marantz, Mission, 
Nairn, Pioneer (inc LaserDisc), Quad, Rei, Rotel, 
Sennheiser, Sony, Soundstyle, Stands Unique, 
Target, Thorens, Yamaha & more. 3 dedicated 
demonstration rooms - Hi-Fi & Home cinema. 
Service dept. 0% finance available. 9.30-6.00 
Man-Sat. Late by appointment. llri1i1i1 
BOWERS & WILKINS LTD, (Est. 1945) 1 Becket 
Buildings, Littlehampton Rd, Worthing. 
Tel (01903) 264141. 1 minute from A24 & A27. 
Free local parking. Aura, B&W One. Matrix), Denon, 
Harman Kardon, Jamo, Marantz, Mission, Tannoy, 
T.D.L., Teac, Technics, Thorens, and many more in 
4 Dem Rooms. Systems, Hi-R and Home Cinema. 
Service Dept., Installations. Open 6 days a week. 
Access, Visa, instant credrt to £1000 subject to sta­
tus. 
PHASE 3 HI-R, 215 Tarring Road, Worthing, West 
Sussex, BN11 4HW. Tel (01903) 245577. The 
South's leading Hi-Fi specialists. Premise facilities 
include listening rooms and dedicated 'Home 
Cinema' demonstration rooms. Adcom, Arcam, 
B&W, Castle, Celestion, Denon, HeybrooK, KEF, 
Reference, Kenwood, Lexicon, Marantz, Meridian, 
Monitor Audio, NAD, Sheame, Spendor, T<lflllQY, 
Thorens Yamaha llri1i1i1 

' WARWICKSHIRE 
SOUND S EXPENSIVE, 12 Regent Str, Rugby. 
Tel (01788) 540772. Arcam, Audiolab, Quad, 
Meridian, Marantz, Mission, Celestion, KEF, Rotel, 
Ruark, Rotel, Heybrook. IMPROVE YOUR IMAGE, BE 
SEEN WITH US. Appts required, no service dept, 
free install, home trial facilities. Access, Amex, 
Visa, Diners, Instant credit Open 9-5.30pm Man­
Sat. llri1i1i1 
STRATFORD HI-FI, 1 OA Chapel Street, Stratford 
Upon Avon, Warwickshire. Tel (01789) 414533. 
Arcam, B&W, Base, Gyrus, Denon, KEF, Marantz, 
Micromega, Mission, Monijor Audio, NAD, 
Panasonic, Onkyo, Pioneer, Rotel, Sony, Technics, 
Yamaha. Demonstration room, Service facilities, 
Mail Order, Interest free credit. Open 9.30-5.30 
Monday to Saturday. All major credit cards. llri1i1i1 

WILTSHIRE 
AUDIO T, 60 Fleet St, Swindon, Wiltshire, SN1 1 RA. 
Tel (01793) 538222. Fax (01793) 487260. Open 
Tues-Sat 9.30-6. See our main entry under Oxford. 
We also sell Unn & Nairn. llri1i1i1 
SALISBURY HI-FI LTD, 15 Catherine Street, 
Salisbury, Wiltshire SP1 2DF Tel (01722) 322169. 
Arcam, B&W, Celestion, Denon, KEF, Kenwood, 
Marantz, Meridian, Micromega, NAD, Ruark, Sony, 
Yamaha. 2 Dem rooms. Friendly relaxed atmos­
phere. Professional advice. Home dem available. 
Service Department. Free installation. Home trial 
facilities. Access, Visa, Amex. Interest free credrt. 
Instant credrt. Open Man-Sat 9-5.30 llr;1!1;1 

WORCESTERSHIRE 
WEST MIDLANDS AUDIO, Worcestershires lead­
ing Hi-Fi specialists stocking Bang & Olufsen, 
Nairn Audio, Royd, Micromega, Arcam, Absolute 
Sounds, Teac, Acoustic Energy. On srte demonstra­
tion room by appointment. home demonstrations 
available, multi-room installation specialists, free 
delivery. Interest free credrt. Independence House, 
the trinity, Worcester, WR1 2PN. 01905 
619085/619059 

YORKSHIRE (NORTH) 
HARROGATE HI-R, 15 Commercial Str, Harrogate, 
N Yorks. Tel (01423) 504274. One of the best 
ranges of quality hi-fi in the North of England, 
including: Lumley valve amplification, Audio 
Research, Musical Fidelity, Martin Logan, Sonus 
Faber, Castle, Orelle, Michell, Ruark, Stax, Copland, 
Tannoy, NAD, Onkyo, Rotel, Meridian, Lexicon, 
Project, Silversounds, Cogan Hall, DNM. Home cin­
ema dems. Home dems (appts not always reqd.). 
Service dept. All major credit cards accepted. 
Credit facilities available. Open 1 0-6pm.

1
f.h& 

Because music matters. ' · · 

SOUND ORGANISATION YORK, 2b Gillygate, York 
Y03 7EQ. Tel (01904) 627108. Carefully chosen 
Hi-Fi & AV equipment includes Arcam, B&W, 
Denon, Linn, M&K Subwoofers, Nairn, Rega, Rotel, 
Royd etc. 3 Dem rooms incl Home Cinema & 
Multiroom facilities. Service department. Home 
installations. Instant Credit and Major credit cards. 
Closed Mondays. Phone for a chat & more details. 
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YORKSHIRE (EASTl 
ZEN A UDIO, 35 George

� -
�t . Hull.  

Tel (01482) 587397. Comfortable listening rooms; 
Home dems; Personal, friendly service; Free 
installations. Agencies include: Acoustic Energy, 
Arcam, Aura, Audiolab, Atacama, Audio Note, 
Audion, B&W, Cable Talk, The Chord Company, 
D.P.A, Densen, Denon, EAR., Exposure, Harbeth, 
Heybrook, Impulse, KEF, Mlchell, Micromega, 
Monitor Audio, Mordaunt-Short, NAD, NAIM, 
Pioneer, Pro-Ac, REL, Rehdeko, Rotel, Royd, 
Ruark, Sheame Audio, Stands Unique, Sugden, 
Spendor, Sonic Link, TEAC, Tube Technology, 
Unison Research . . .  and many others. 

YORKSHIRE (SOUTH) 
HI-R STUDIOS, Sunnyfields, Doncaster, DN5 85A. 
Tel (01302) 781387. TDL, Audio Alchemy, Sugden, 
Audiolab, Electrocompaniet, Proac, Ruark, Castle, 
Teac, Unison valves, Impulse Horns, Apogee, 
Stemfoort, Pink Triangle, Heybrook, Monitor Audio, 
Harbeth, Keswick Audio Research, Michell 
Turntables, CR Developments (valves), Art Audio 
(valves), R.E.L. Subwoofers, Pro-ject, Plus 'famaha 
and Klipsch Home Cinema Pro-Logic 
Demonstrations, Systemdek, Alphason, Target 
Sonic Link, Chord, Holfi, Q.L.N., Audio Quest. 
Listening room, dems, home trial, free delivery and 
install, 2 year guarantee. Access, Visa. 1 0-8pm 
Tues-Fri, 10-6 Sat. Closed Monday. Phone for fur­
ther info. & FREE fact pack. llri1i1i1 

YORKSHIRE (WEST) 
AUDIO REFLECTIONS, Specialist ATC distributers 
from one of the longest established UK ATC deal­
ers. You are cordially invited to audrtion pemaps 
the finest loudspeaker range available in the world 
today from the largest selection of ATC monitros 
and electronics assembled in the UK. Also AVI, 
Bryston, Chord Electronics, Castle, Harbeth, 
Marantz, Spendor, Sumo, Teac, Van den Hul etc. 
For further details contact John Bleakley 
Phone/lax Leeds (0113) 2528850 (evening calls 
welcome). Generous part exchange and second 
hand equipment available. 
CLEARTONE (FORMERLY ERRICKS), Rawson 
Square, Bradford City Centre, BD1 3JR. Tel 
(0127 4) 309266. Bradford's leading Hi-Fi special­
ists. Every top brand & all the best buys at guar­
anteed unbeatable prices. Aiwa, Akai, Arcam, 
Audiolab, B&W, Base, Castle, Celestion, Denon, 
Hitachi, lnfinrty, JBL, JVC, KEF, Kenwood, Marantz, 
Micromega, Mission, Mordaunt Short, NAD, 
Panasonic, Pioneer, Rotel, Sony, Tannoy, TDL, 
Technics, Toshiba, Yamaha. 2 Dedicated Demo 
rooms, no appointments required. Service depart­
ment, free installation, home trial facilities. 
Access, Visa, Amex, Diners. Interest free credit. 
Open Man - Sat 9.30-5.30. 
EMPIRE ELECTRICAL MEGASTORE, lngleby 
Road, (Girlington), Bradford, BD8 9AN. Tel (01274) 
575000. The North's biggest electrical megastore. 
Every top brand & best buy at guaranteed unbeat­
able prices. Aiwa, Akai, B&W, Base, Celestion, 
Denon, Grundig, Hitachi, Jamo, JVC, KEF, 
Kenwood, Marantz, Mission, Mitsubishi, Mordaunt 
Short, NAD, Panasonic, Pioneer, Rotel, Sony, 
Tannoy, T DL, Technics, Toshiba, Yamaha. 3 
Dedicated Hi-Fi & AN Demo rooms, no appoint­
ments required. Service department, free installa­
tion. Free parking, Access, Visa, Amex, Diners. 
Interest free credrt. Open Man - Fri 9.30-8.00, Sat 
9.30-6.00, Sun 11.00-5.00. 
EMPIRE ELECTRICAL SUPERSTORE, The Clock 
Buildings (formerly the Clock Cinema), Roundhay 
Road, Leeds (on the junction of the A 58 & 
Roundhay Road), LS8 2SH. Tel (0113) 2351701. 
Leed's largest range of Hi-Fi separates & systems 
including all the best buys at guaranteed unbeat­
able prices. Aiwa, Akai, B&W, Bang & Olufsen, 
Base, Castle, Celestion, Denon, Hitachi, JVC, KEF, 
Kenwood, Marantz, Mission, Mitsubishi, Mordaunt 
Short, NAD, Panasonic, Pioneer, Rotel, Sony, 
Tannoy, TDL, Technics, Toshiba, Yamaha. 2 
Dedicated Hi-Fi Demo rooms and 2 AN Demo 
rooms, no appointments necessary. Service 
department, free installation, home trial facilities. 
Free parking. Access, Visa, Amex, Diners. Interest 
free credij. Open Man - Wed 10.00-6.00, Thurs ­
Fri 10.00-8.00, Sat 9.30-5.30, Sun 11.00-5.00. 
EMPIRE (EC) LTD, 94 Kirkgate, Wakefield City 
Centre, (opp. Canon Cinema) West Yorkshire WF1 
1TB. Tel (01924) 361736. Wakefield's leading Hi­
Fi store. Every top brand & best buy at guaranteed 
unbeatable prices. Aiwa, Akai, B&W, Bang & 
Olufsen, Base, Celestion, Denon, Hitachi, JVC, 
KEF, Kenwood, Marantz, Mission, Mitsubishi, 
Mordaunt Short, NAD, Panasonic, Pioneer, Rotel, 



DEALER 
Directory 

Sony, Tannoy, TDL, Technics, Toshiba, Yamaha. 
Full demonstration facilities, service department, 
free installation. Access, Visa, Amex, Diners. 
Interest Free credit. Open Man - Sat 9.3D-5.3D. 
HUDDERSFIELD HI-A CENTRE, 4 Cross Church 
St, Huddersfield. Tel (D1484) 544668, Fax (D1484) 
42314D. Also at 3-5 Kings Cross Street, Halifax, 
West Yorks. Tel (D1422) 366832, Fax (D1422) 
349954). B&W, Gyrus, Kenwood, Denon, Rotel, 
Arcam, Musical Fidelity, Quad, Audio Lab, 
Marantz, Mission, etc. Dem facilities - appoint­
ment reqd. Man-Sat 9-5.3D, Thurs 9-8. Closed 
Wed. Free installation, credit facilities. Access, 
Visa. 
IMAGE HI-FI, 17 The Springs, Wakefield, WF1 
1QE. Tel (D1924) 2DD272. Fax (D1924) 2DD4D4. 
The finest in Home Cinema, Multiroom installation 
and classic stereo systems from Arcam, B&W, 
Gyrus, Denon, Linn, Mission, Quad, Rega, Yamaha 
DSP. Open Monday to Saturday 9.3Dam to  
5.3Dpm li1oi1i1.i1 
IMAGE HI-FI, 8 St Annes Road, Headingley, 
Leeds, LS6 3NX. Tel (0113) 2789374, Fax (D113) 
2754252. The finest in Home Cinema, Multiroom 
installation and classic stereo systems from 
Arcam, B&W, Gyrus, Denon, Linn, Mission, Quad, 
Rega, Yamaha DSP. Open Monday to Satill'Qilll 
9.3Dam to 6.DDpm. li1oi1i1.i1 

NORTHERN IRELAND 

BELFAST 
LYRIC HI-FI, 161/3 Stranmillis Road, Belfast 
Tel (D1232) 381296. Demonstration and 
Installation of the finest Hi-R, Home Cinema and 
Multi-room systems, including Arcam, Gyrus, 
Denon, Linn, Loewe, Mission, Nairn, Yamaha and 
many more. Our experience will help you to 
choose the right system for your needs. Open 
Man-Sat 1 D-6, Late night Thurs. closed all day 
Wednesday. 
THE HI-FI SHOP, Bruce House, Bruce Street, 
Belfast, BT2 7JD, Tel (D1232) 327 6D4. Product 
lines include Arcam, Audiolab, B&O, B&W, Castle, 
Chario, Keswick Audio, Micromega and Rotel. 
Dem room and Earl Gray available. Service Dept, 
free installation, home trial facilities. Access and 
Visa, instant and interest free credrt. Open lues­
Sat 1 Dam-6pm. 

DUNGANNON 
KRONOS HI-FI, 35 Farlough Road, Newmills, 
Oungannon BT71 4DU. Tel (D1868) 7 48632. We 
have one of the largest ranges of quality Hi-Fi in 
Ireland. Our agencies include Apogee, Arian, 
Audion, Audio Note, Audiomeca, BOW Technology, 
B and W, Cadence, Oensen, Frameworks, Harman 
Kardon, JBL, Kabelwerk, Kimber, Klipsch, Living 
Voice, Lyra, LFD, Marantz, Michell, MIT, 
Nottingham Analogue, Orelle, QLN, Rogers, 
Roksan, Rotel, Ruark, Silver Sounds, SME, Sonic 
Link, Triangle, Trichord, Unison, UKO, Wilson 
Benesch, YBA and much more. Demo rooms for 
Hi-R and AN. Free installation, home demos and 
home trial. Access and Visa. Credit including 
instant and interest free. Open Mon-Fri 9-5. Sat 
1 D-5. We are also open any evening by appoint­
ment. 

SCOTLAND 

Dumfries 
RIVER HI-FI, 28 Church Crescent , Dumfries. 
(Situated above Barnstorm Records) Tel: D1387 
267048, 0468 D38306. Selected agencies include 
Nairn, Rega, Roksan, Alchemist, Kef, Trichord, 
Marantz, QLN, Tannoy, Orrelle, Rotel, Teac, 
Triangle, Infinity, Densen, Musical Fidelity, Neat, 
Revox, Apogee, Pro-ject Turntables, Ruark, 
Sennheiser, Stax, Primare, Jeff Rowland, 
Soundstyle, Nordost, Stands Unique, Atacama, 
Van den Hul, Chord Company, MIT, etc. Showroom 
and 2 listening rooms. Appointments and home 
demonstrations available. 

EDINBURGH 
MUSIC MILL, 72 Newhaven Rd., Edinburgh EH6 
5QG. Tel (D131) 555 3963 or Fax (D131) 555 
3964. Audio Research, Copland, Nairn Audio, 
Krell, Roksan, Marantz, DPA, AVI, Martin Logan, 
Pro-Ac, Wilson Audio, Theta Digital, Alchemist. 
Listening Rooms, Free Parking, Full Workshop, 
Delivery, Installation. Open lues-Sat 1D-6 Tel for 
map or contact Al, Mark, Fraser or Mike. 

GLASGOW 
GLASGOW ANALOGUE STUDIO, 3 Boghead 
Road, Lenzie, Glasgow G66 4EG Tel (D141) 776 

3642. Illusion of music systems for the vinyl 
enthusiast featuring turntables, arms and car­
!ridges from Nottingham Analogue, amplifiers 
from Croft and loudspeakers from Dantax. 
Experience the beauty of music in our relaxed and 
friendly listening room. Demonstration by appoint­
ment only. Free installation anywhere in ScoHand. 
GLASGOW AUDIO, 135 Great Western Road 
Glasgow G4, Tel (D141) 332 47D7. Main product 
lines include Arcam, Castle, Gyrus, Harman­
Kardon, Marantz, Meridian, Mission, Onkyo, Polk, 
REL, Rote!, Royd, Ruark etc. 3 Dem rooms, AN 
and Hi-fi, service facilities installation sevice, and 
home trial facilities available. Access and Visa 
accepted. Instant and interest-free credit. Open 
Man-Sat 1 Dam-5.3Dpm Sun 1-4pm. 
LOUD & CLEAR, 52D ·St Vincent St, Finnieston, 
Glasgow, G3 8XZ Tel (D141) 221 D221 - not just 
another hi-fi shop. combining friendly advice with 
specially selected products and the keenest 
prices. Three comfortable demonstration rooms, 
full service and installation facilities, interest free 
credit available on selected products. Nairn, 
Exposure, Alchemist, Marantz, Denon, Rote!, Teac, 
Systemdek, Aiwa, Kef, Tannoy, TOL, Mordaunt 
Short, Royd, Epos. Man-Sat 1 Dam - 6pm. Thurs 
1 Dam - ?pm. Complimentary parking at PC World, 
Finnieston St. 
STEREO STEREO, 26D St Vincent Street, Glasgow 
G2 5RL. Tel (0141) 248 4079. Emailstereo@cix. 
compulink.co.uk We will help you choose a sys­
tem to suit your needs precisely. Whether it's a 
complete distributed audio and video system or 
just a repair to your old speakers. WE'RE NOT 
JUST STEREO STEREO. Open 1D-6.DOpm closed 
Sunday, Tuesday. Interest free credrt available. 

STIRLING 
STIRLING AUDIO, 19 Bamton Street, Stirting, FK8 
1 HF. Tel (D1786) 479958. For central ScoHand's 
best selection of quality Hi R at all prices demon­
strated and installed to suit your needs. B&W, 
Aura, Crimson, Ruark, Audiolab, Arcam, Marantz, 
Thule, Rotel, Impulse, Polk, Audio Innovations, 
Royd, Infinity, DNM Reson, NHT, REL, Revolver, 
Micromega, Beyer, Sennheiser, Harman Kardon, 
QLN, Target + Stands Unique and many more. 
Plus custom cable service + QED multiroom 
installation. Contact Banry or John for more infor­
mation. Interest free credrt available 

WALES 

CLWYD 

ACOUSTICA, 17 Hoole Road, Chester, Cheshire 
CH2 3NH. Tel (01244) 344227. See main entry 
under Cheshire. 
ACTON GATE AUDIO, 4 Ruabon Rd, Wrexham 
Tel (D1978) 3645DD. Audio Visual specialists. 
Arcam, Base, Boston, B&W, Celestion, Castle, 
Oenon,  GLL, Harman-Kardon, Jamo, JBL, 
Marantz, Michell,  Mission, Mordaunt-Short, 
Musical Rdelity, Myryad, NAD, Micromega, Quad, 
Rotel, Rogers, Roksan, Ruark, Tannoy, Teac, TDL, 
UKD, Yamaha DSP member. Demonstration room, 
installation service. Easy parking and motorway 
access. Access, Visa etc. 

SOUTH GLAMORGAN 

AUDIO EXCEllENCE, 134 Crwys Road, Cardiff. 
Tel (D1222) 228565. All that's best in Hi-R careful­
ly selected and demonstrated by friendly knowl­
edgeable staff, at prices to suit all budgets. 
Delivery and installation, home dems, part 
exchange, in-house workshops, full credit 
facilities with interest free on selected items. 
lues-Sat 9.DD-5.3D. Closed Mon. li1oi1i1.i1 
AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 9 High St, Swansea. 
Tel (D1792) 4746D8.AII that's best in Hi-R careful­
ly selected and demonstrated by friendly knowl­
edgeable staff, at prices to suit all budgets. 
Delivery and installation, home dems, part 
exchange, in-house workshops, full credit 
facilities with interest free on selected items. 
lues-Sat 9.0D-5.30. Closed Mon. li1oi1i1.i1 

To Advertise On 

These Pages Please 

Telephone Clare 

on 0171 917 3935 

INDICATES MEMBERSHIP OF 
THE BRmSH AUDIO DEALERS 

You can spend a fortune on your 

hi-fi, but without proper support it 

won't sound as good as it should. 

Sound waves bounce off the walls, 

your floor and components, 

causing distortion. it's a problem 

we've been working on since 

1975, resulting in some of the 

finest speaker, hi-fi and audiovisual 

supports available today. 

For example, the Adagio table 

shown here boasts a fully 

assembled, welded tubular steel 

frame, braced at the corners for 

extra rigidity. The legs and top shelf 

are supported on isolation spikes 

to minimize sonic interference. it's 

just one of many Apollo designs 

free of bad vibrations. 

For full details return the coupon 

or ask your hi-fi dealer. 

1 wont good vibes. Please send me a brochure. 

Name 

Address 

Post code 

AP�LI!� 
HI-Fl FURNITURE 

Our components improve yours 

Zenith Crown Ltd., Tipton Road. Dudley, 

West Midlands, DV1 4SQ Tel: 0121 520 5070/ 1432 
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it's third time lucky for this long-awaited review of cassette options 

open to home tapers. In particular: how good are the latest.twin-deck 

machines compared to Yamaha's new 'UK-tweaked' KX-580SE7 

OB.JECTS 01' DESIRE 

We have a treat in store for High End fans, 

with in-depth reports on four new audio­

phile stalwarts: Linn's new Linto phono 

preamp and Arkiv cartridge; 

Concentra amps from Jeff Rowland 

(marking this brand's return to the 

UK market); Pioneer's new £700 

CD-recorder; and the Audio 

Research CD2, successor to the 

CDl Recommended in HFC 163. 

HAVE HI·FI CHOICE DELIVERED TO 
YOUR DOOR EVERY MONTH! 

SUBSCRIPTION RATES START AT JUST £14.97 
- SEE PAGE 34 FOR DETAILS! 



Ultra Do CD players still improve by the month? David Vivian compares 

a new Technics with a two-year-old Pioneer to find out. 

Vivian Scene 
0 rganic semi-conductive elec­

trolyte capaciwrs. Japanese 

'rake' bamboo separators. Non­
switching bipolar transistors. 

An S-Advanced multi-stage noise shaping 

(MASH) Class A DAC. Virtual Barrery 

Operation power supply. What high-end 

madness is this? Organic hi-fi. Bamboo wid­

gers. Virrual batteries. Are we looking at a 

four-figure price tag here, or a rri p to the 

funny farm? 

Neither. The Technics SL-PS770D, to 
which the abstruse com ponentry I isted above 

belongs, is as mainstream as Cornflakes and 

costs £250. 

But that, as I'm sure Technics would want 

it, can be our little secret. The fact is, Technics 

doesn't make expensive CD 

players for Britain, just play­

ers that look and feel expen­

sive with exotic specifica­

tions. Okay, that's not 

strictly true. There is the gen­

uinely glamourous £1,000 
SL-P2000 bur next down is 

Technics' "real world" flag­

ship, the new 770D. 

lt's got the first impres­

sion thing down cold: more 

features than your local mul­

tiplex cinema; the sort of bur­

ton-count that could cause confusion aboard 

the Space Shuttle; the build values of a BMW 

- cutely radiused corners, sheen-smooth 
surfaces, precision conrrol acrions (apart 

from the flimsy-looking transport drawer ... 
it purrs nicely, though); big, clear, bright dis­

plays; and rattle-free construction. Slot it 

into your equipment rack and it's an instant 

star. It looks, well, a thousand bucks at least. 

None of this, to be honest, is very sur­

prising. We know the score with CD players 

-like. personal computers, they've got gal­

loping technology. Even though the rare of 
improvemem seems w be slowing (unsur­
prisingly as the actual limitations of the cur­
rent 16-bir CD format are approached), the 
£500 player your mare bought today will 

probably still outperform the £"1 ,000 player 

you bought ·1 0 months ago. Upsetring, but 
that's progress. lr would exist even if there 

weren't manufacturers trying ro massage it 

to gain a commercial edge. Marker forces rule 
and most people have twigged that there's lit­
tle to be ga·ined in spending over £1,000 on 

a CD player. Build quality maybe, sound 
quality rarely. £500 buys the best CD player 
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most people are ever likely ro need. £250 

should secure something that makes you 

question the need ro spend more. That's why 

the £200-300 competition is so savage and, 

inevitably, why the standards are so high. 

Regular readers of this column will know 

how much I like rh is stare of affairs. It makes 

rhe enjoyment of repwduced music an 

unusually democratic business. Look ar it this 

way.lt's hard to imagine a Ford l'vlondeo per­

forming as well or giving as much satisfac­

tion as a Ferrari F 50, but the equivalent often 

happens in hi-fi. And it's enrirely right rhar 
the true dynamic of domestic audio should 

be value for money at the affordable end of 

the spectrum - something that can be 
enjoyed by the many, rather than ever dimin-

ishing returns at the edge of the sonic stratos­

phere for rhe privileged few. 

So what's all this MASH and voodoo 

bamboo stuff all about' The usual reduc­

rionisr thing, says Technics: less digital noise, 

lower crosstalk between channels for better 

stereo imaging. And virtual battery operation 

isolates the electronics from mains grunge. 

Trusting, aren't I? All a manufacturer has 

to do is wave a right-on pricing policy, a 

fancy facia and a few esoteric-sounding com­

ponents in front of me and I'm reaching for 

the plastic. I can't help it. My instinct and 
experience tell me, to modify rhar New 
Labour anthem, that CD players can only get 
better (and cheaper). But would I buy one 

without listening to it first? 'Course not. 

To find our if the right stuff is, indeed, 
made of bamboo, I used my own Pioneer 

PDS-904 as a fairly "soft" benchmark (the 

904 costs £400 but it's getting on for two 

years old now), with a Pioneer A-300 

Precision amp on duty and Mission's big­
hearred 735i floorstanders (reviewed last 
month) hitched up to the usual short runs of 
Audioquesr cable. The most important com-

ponent, though, was my drinking buddy, 

Steve, whose listening skills I often call on 

when I want to purge my own judgements of 
a tendency towards self-fulfilling prophecy. 

In fact, I sat back and let Steve do most of 
rhe work .lr wasn't a blind rest, j usr a straight 

fight between the Pioneer and a Technics of 

"unknown value". We listened ro everything 

from the Bee Gees to Anira Baker, from 

Robben Ford to Rachmaninov. l prepared 

for the Pioneer to be beaten into pulp. 

The Technics, Steve decided, was a use­
ful player. it had a well-ordered sound and 

ra ut bass. It was articulate and clear. You did­
n't feel you were missing anything. Anita's 

voice was well projected into the room while 

top-to-bottom coherence was excellent. 

Plenty of smoothly delivered 

derail, too. Bur not much 

warmth. And, as the evening 

wore on, the words 

"processed" and "synthetic" 

cropped up more and more. 

All this analysis was 
rather academic, though, 

because on every single track 

he simply preferred rhe 

Pioneer by a large margin. 

With a live Marcus Miller 

ser, rhe American bassmeis­

rer's band sounded more 

open, powerful and expressive than it had 

done with the Technics. The venue had more 
width and depth as well. An ita B was an alto­
gether different singer with a richer, less 

nasal voice. For Sreve, rhe Pioneer sounded 

warm and involving whereas rhe Technics 

was merely clean and controlled. The 

Technics had a very "correct" sound bur the 

more expensive player thumped when it 

came to making the music sing. 

1 agreed. When the Pioneer was playing, 

it sounded as if we'd switched from an inte­

grated amp to a meaty pre-power combo. 
Technics had wt�irren a convincing script but 
couldn't perform it. At the last minute, I eo­
opted the well-regarded £239 Denon DCD-

825 into the comparison and a sense of per­

spective returned. The multi-bit De non made 

the Technics sound even more anaemic than 

the Pioneer, and was instantly more engag­

ing and enjoyable. 
Jr could be system synergy, bur I doubt ir. 

lr may be true that things can only get better 
bur it's equally true rhar some £250 CD play­
ers are born more equal than others. � 

Technics 1!: (0990) 357357 
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B&W's patented method 
of using Kevlar's unique 
woven fibres for loud­
speaker cones has been a 
maior factor in reducing 
unwonted standing waves. 

DM '601 

***** 

"The 60 Is sound like 
the voice coils of God." 

P4 

"Fast, weighty, 
superbly balanced 
sound: gorgeous 
range of real wood 
finishes. These 
floorstanders are 
among the best in 
their price band." 

For more information 
please contact 
B&W Loudspeakers (UK) Ltd 
on: +44 (0)1903 750 750 

http:/ /www.bwspeakers.com 
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