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TEAC 
The Mini was always 

synonomous with perfor­

mance, whether it was the 

car or the fashion. And 

now there's another Mini 

which delivers unbelievable 

performance. The Reference 

500 System from Tea c. 

The sound quality of  

separates combined with 

the convenience of a Mini 

System. No other Mini 

comes even close! 
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"TEAC mini sets standards" 
WHAT HI*FI, Jan 97 

"All three sources sound 
big and confident, with an 

accuracy and delicacy more 
akin to separates than minis" 

WHAT HI*FI, May 97 

"In terms of its good looks, 
the system's asking price 

could just about be doubled" 
Gramophone, Jan 97. 

.. 
Visit your TEACStockist for a 

demonstration or call TEAC 
on 01923 819630 

for more information 

TEAC 

You Could Always Get Brilliant 
Performance From A Mini. 
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You Still Can . 
DUE TO TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES BEYOND THEIR CONTROL, OTHER MINI SYSTEMS 

WILL NOT BE DELIVERING THIS LEVEL OF PERFORMANCE 

Chief Musical Officers' Warning 
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Editor's 
Notebook 
An invitation to Hi-Fi Choice's Web site, new e-mail addressess and 

the parallels betwe�n houses and hi-fi. Stan Vincent has the gen. 

B 
ave you visited our Web-site? If 

you have access to the Internet, 

I'd recommend you take a 

look. You can read all about it 
on p59, but if you're in a hurry, the Web 
address is 'www.hifichoice.co.uk'. 

On our site you'll find a unique interac­
tive version of our renowned Buyers' 
Guide, including all the latest equipment 
prices and information about every hi-fi 

component we've reviewed in the past year. 
The added benefit of the Web site is that 

this information can be presented accord­
ing to your precise needs. If you're shop­

ping for hi-fi products of a particular type 
and price, you can command our database 
to search for them exclusively. 

But that's not all. Our Web site includes 
an exclusive 'chat' area, in which Hi-Fi 
Choice readers from around the world can 

swap hints, tips and stories- or just com­

pare record-buying habits. 

In due course we aim for the Web-site to 

expand upon topics covered in the maga­

zine - by incorporating more technical 

detail from our reviews, for example. But 
the most important thing is for users to give 
us feedback about the good and bad points 

of our new service to readers. We'll listen 
to your comments and do what we can to 

make our site a welcome stopover on the 

information superhighway. 

New e-mail addresses 
As you will see in the address panel, left, 
editorial staff have been given personal e­

mail addresses, which replace the solitary 
CompuServe account via which you have 
contacted us over the past two years. Please 
use the new e-mail addresses immediately, 
as the old one will be discontinued shortly. 

Houses ancl hi-li 
"Are you an enthusiast, or a consumer?" I 
asked in my column for HFC 170. I found 
myself confronted by this dilemma while 
house-hunting recently. On offer was a 
bargain-priced, Grade II listed Georgian 
cottage, built in the 1790s, with most of its 
original plaster and wooden fittings intact, 
but in need of decoration. It was beautiful 
and captivating, but was it practical? The 
answer would depend on whether I was a 
true 'house enthusiast'. How far would I 

compromise my lifestyle to align with this 

dwelling from a bygone era? 

I saw lots of parallels with the decisions 
and compromises made by hi-fi enthusi­
asts. How far should they go? Like the 
Japanese, to build a house around huge 
folded horns? Perhaps not. The British usu­
ally favour hi-fi gear that does not oblige 
one to remodel the living room. 

Okay, so only the hard-core hi-fi devo­

tee can derive transcendental pleasure from 

a certain kind of vacuum tube. But you 
don't need to have a room full of spaghetti 

to be an enthusiast. The great thing about 
hi-fi is the way it turns consumers into 
enthusiasts. And this is as true for a mini­
malist rig as it is for a behemoth system. 

TV viewers are consumers. Midi-system 
listeners are consumers. But hi-fi listeners 

are enthusiasts. Their audio equipment 
makes a living picture out of two-dimen­

sional noise; it reveals to them the true 

power of music as the artist experienced it. 

By the way, I decided not to buy the cot­

tage. There was nowhere to put the stereo! 
Enjoy your listening this month ... 
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Budget bonanza! From 10 candidates, we 
pick the ultimate CD players under £250. p76 
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REGULARS 

6 Update 

Beat the Christmas rush by finding out about 

tomorrow's hi-fi wonders today. 

14 Instant Systems 

This month's mini-sized system offers the best 

of British from hi-fi specialists A VI. 

29 Write On! 

Here's a chance to see your own words in 

print- via post-man, fax machine or e-mail. 

49 Statements I 

Alan Sircom turns Francophile to review the 

new Micromega Solo. Hee-haw, hee-haw. 

50 Statements 11 

Jason Kennedy feels the steel (or aluminium!) 

of Audio Precision's new Eikos FR-1 speaker. 

53 Statements Ill 

Audio Research's VT-100 valve power amp 

heats up Alan Sircom's parlour. 

55 Statements IV 

Stone groove ... Jason Kennedy encounters 

Sound In Slate's Sculpture Two speakers. 

56 Statements V 

Musical Fidelity's new heavyweight AlOOl­

a world exclusive review by Alan Sircom. 
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40 Help! 

Bring us your hi-li trouble and strife, and we'll 

put you back on the path to high fidelity. 

46 Hints & Tips 

Jimmy Hughes advises would-be audiophiles 

to clean up their listening rooms. 

3 2 Inspirations 

Richard Black reveals the exquisitely-decorated 

home of a top-rank system- and its owner! 

OPINION 

3 From the Editor's Notebook 

Stan Vincent discloses new e-mail addresses, 

and compares house-buying with hi-fi. 

17 Ear Waxings 

Jason Kennedy grapples with something big 

and heavy- REL's new Studio 11 subwoofer. 

19 The Jimmy Hughes Experience 

Jimmy Hughes enters obscure realms of hi-fi 

with a new CD tweak, the Statmat. 

23 Oasis of Sanity 

Paul Miller explains the relationship between 

real music and the number of Watts it needs. 

2 5 Personal Messages 

Paul Messenger adds his two penn'orth to cele­

brations over Linn's Arkiv 11 cartridge. 

146 Ultra Vivian Scene 

David Vivian pits the Kelly Transducers KT3 

against a horn-loaded JBL floorstander. 

I'EATURES & REVIEWS 

11 The Hi-Fi Show Report 

This year's show at Heath row's Ramada Hotel 

was bigger than ever. Here's what happened. 

60 Headphones 

David Vivian picks out the best headphones 

with and without cords, plus dedicated amps. 

7 6 CD Players 

Ten fine budget CD players .. but which is 

best7 All is revealed by Alvin Gold and Paul 

Miller, in this month's big test. 
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READER SERVICES 

42 Subscriptions 

Save time, money and shoe-leather when you 

subscribe to the finest hi-li magazine in the 

World. A free gift for every subscriber1 

S 9 Hi-Fi Choice on the Web 

Log onto our Web-site to browse the 

interactive version of your favourite hi-li mag. 

Find us at 'www.hifichoice.co.uk'. 

107 Reader Classified 

Buy, sell or trade a top-quality audio bargain 

today, with our select portfolio of lovingly 

polished, pre-owned hi-li kit. 

136 Factsback 

The ultra-convenient and high-speed way to 

access classic Hi-Fi Choice articles and 

reviews by return of tax. 

14 5 Next Month & Back Issues 

A sneak preview of next month's 1997 Best 

Buys guide- and how to get hold of any 

issues you may have missed. 

THE BUYER'S GUIDE 

109 The Price Guide/Directory 

Our icon-infused listing of all new hi-fi 

products includes an easy-to-use almanac of 

every reviewed component! 

WIN!WIN!WIN! 
Top Wharfedale 
speakers worth 

over £1,500! 

WIN!WIN! 
A quintet of 

Dual turntables 
worth £1,000! 

WIN! 
A complete NAD 

system and amps 
worth £1,500! 



THIS MONTH ... TWO NEWGASTLELOUDSPEAKERS ... LATE-BREAKING NEWS ABOUT DVD-AUDIO ... AND MUCH MORE ... 

In brief 

Optimum lnternational 2000 has a 

new Designer range of equip­

ment supports with champagne 

gold, stainless steel or matt 

black support rods. The new 

range is designed (no pun 

intended) for one piece and 

separate mini component 

systems, and all shelves are in 

toughened glass. Prices start at 

£99. � (01274) 583 249 

TDK has announced a price reduc­

tion on its CD-RXG domestic 

CO-R blanks. The 74 minute 

disc is due to sell for £4.99. 

� (01737) 773 773 

Walrus Systems is the UK's first 

internet-only hi-li company. lt 

specialises in accessories, 

especially those hard-to-get 

vinyl, cable and equipment 

isolation goodies. Coo-coo-ca­

choo. The Web site is www.wal­

rus.co.uk. E-mail: mail@wal­

sys.demon.co.uk. Post: PO Box 
12819, London N20 8WD. 

Sharp's new £329.99 mini system 

will include Dol by Pro-Logic 
surround sound. The new 

CDC470E incorporates a five­

speaker package along with a 

three-disc CD changer, twin 

auto-reverse cassette deck and 

a three-band synthesised tuner 

with 40 presets. 

� (0800) 262 958 
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Mintcake ahoy 
Castle Acoustics has been busy installing its carbon fibre 
loudspeaker cones, first seen in the Avon, in two 'new' 
models, the £449.90 Kendal and £579.90 Severn 2. The 
Kendal name goes back to the first speaker that Castle 
made 23 years ago- but similarities with the latest com­
pact floorstander end there. 

The new 710mm-high Kendal uses a 130mm carbon 
fibre mid/bass cone driven by a 30mm coil on a kapton 
former. This is allied with a 25mm polyamide tweeter, and 
unusually for Castle the Kendal is a sealed enclosure. 

The Severn 2 not only uses a 150mm carbon fibre cone 
with the same motor system as that in the Kendal, but is 
some 20 per cent bigger than the original Severn. The 
25mm tweeter is Castle's laminated soft dome. The floor­
standing cabinet is internally divided so that the lower half 
acts as a stand, with a port system venting out of the gap 
between speaker and plinth. This arrangement is said to 
improve bass extension and power. 

Both models are available in a comprehensive range of 
real-wood veneers with rosewood and yew commanding 
higher prices. Castle Acoustics� (01756) 795333 

Popular Beat combo 
Danish amplifier expert Densen has added a power amplifier 
to match its entry-level BEAT B-100 integrated model. The 
impedance and output of the new £800 BEAT B-300 power 
amplifier allows it to bi-amp existing B-100 amplifiers. lt is 
also a stand-alone power amplifier for use with preamplifiers 
like the forthcoming BEAT B-200. 

Densen has incorporated a unique feature into the B-
300's construction. The amplifier has an internal selector to 
adjust the gain, allowing the B-300 to match both active and 
passive preamplifiers in the future. There is also an internal 
socket for connection to an electronic crossover for actively 
driven loudspeakers. 

The B-300 has a claimed output of 2x100 Watts into 
eight Ohms and uses the company's own zero-feedback 
technology. lt also features surface mount components allied 
to 60,000pF of storage capacitance, led from a large 500VA 
transformer. Densen � (01582) 561227 

HI-FJ CHOICE 



Full metal driver 
Acoustic Energy has lowered the price of entry to its metal 
cone technology with the introduction of the new 200 
Series loudspeakers. The first two models in the range, the 
£299.95 AE200 and £479.99 AE209, are due out this 
month with two more models to follow. 

The power behind the range is a new 130mm mid/bass 
alloy unit with a 32mm voice coil, combined with a 25mm 
alloy dome tweeter. Both units are magnetically shielded 
and use AE's UPOCC cable for internal wiring. 

The 18mm MDF carcass is fully braced and finished in 
black or rosewood vinyl veneers. The three. floorstanding 
models have cast alloy plinths and mass-loaded bases. 
The £379.95 AE205 and £649.95 AE220 will be avail· 
able soon. Acoustic Energy e (01285) 654432 

HI-FI CHOTCE 

Newcastle - home 
of digital surround 
Britain's first and cheapest home-brew Dolby Digital 
integrated amplifier rolls out from Sherwood's Newcastle 
factory this month. The £399.95 R925RDS receiver is the 
keystone for Sherwood's 1998 push into the explosion­
infested world of digital surround sound. 

The new budget AV receiver claims to deliver 70 Watts 
into all five channels (or 110 Watts in stereo mode). it has 
six audio and four video inputs as well as a front panel socket 
for games consoles and camcorders. There are five main 
amplifier inputs for adding a decoder. it also sports a 30 pre­
set tuner with full RDS/EON display. 

Recent developments place the Motion Picture Experts 
Group and not Dol by Labs in pole position as the surround 
sound format for European DVD. There are also rumours of 
dual Dolby/MPEG2 5.1 discs becoming available. 
Regardless, at present the Sherwood R925RDS with its 
adjustable digital delay and universal remote control is ideal 
for enthusiasts importing NTSC LaserDiscs, who want Dol by 
Digital on a shoestring. 
Richer Sounds e (0171) 940 2240 

I .I?olby Digital wit):>
.
'!. Geordie acc_e.l>! from. She!":ood._ :�.� 

Modern Classic 
Mordaunt-Short's Classic range of loudspeakers is growing 
ever larger. The latest model in the range is the £599.99 
MS30i Classic stand-mounted enclosure. 

The new Classic model expands upon the existing MS30i 
in a number of key areas. The new speaker is physically 
larger than its predecessor. it also features a real-wood· 
veneered cabinet with extensive internal bracing and 
strategically applied Bitumastic damping panels. These are 
claimed to help control cabinet resonance. 

it features a hard-wired first-order crossover network with 
a parallel capacitor high-frequency filter. This is connected to 
the outside world with a set of bi-wireable, gold-plated, five 
way, binding-post terminals. 

The claimed 90dB sensitive, eight Ohm impedance 
loudspeaker utilises a 25mm anodised gold dome tweeter 
and a 200mm mid/bass driver. The latter uses the latest 
version of Mordaunt-Short's own Moulded Cone and 
Surround technology. This polypropylene moulding is said 
to keep the cone structure rigid while maintaining its pis· 
tonic properties. Mordaunt-Short e (01705) 407 722 

lliJ·Mil 

In brief 
Tidy your loose cables with the 

Novem Cable Roller. This com­

pact rubber device will store up 

to five metres of 4mm-diameter 

cable and is designed to be 

used between any appliance 

and its mains plug. The Cable 

Roller costs £2.99 and is avail· 

able from selected branches of 

B&Q, Do it All and Office World. 

e (01376) 330388 

Calling all audio archivists! 

Cam bridge-based CEDAR has 

introduced three new DSP· 

based Series X audio restora­

tion products. The £3,495 DCX 

declicker, £3,795 CRX decrack· 

ler and £3,995 DHX dehisser all 

use high-tech DSP to eliminate 

nasties without introducing 

unwanted side-effects. While 

intended for studios, so all 

prices exclude VAT, the CEDAR 

trio can be used domestically. 

e (01223) 414117 

Custom Design has a new equip· 

ment support range called 

Aspect. Key features include 

fully adjustable glass shelving, 

spiked top shelf with contoured 

glass to avoid sliding. four rich 

colour finishes and five sizes. 

Prices start at £229.99 for the 

Aspect 650M four shelf unit for 

midi size components. 

-.:: (0191) 262 4646 

Millflex, a bona fide cable manu­

facturer whose clients include 

Nairn Audio, is launching its 

own range of speaker cables at 

the budget end of the market. 

Prices range from approxi­

mately 40p to £3.80 per metre 

for PVC clad multistrand 

copper cable in various strand 

densities and thicknesses. 
e (01962) 868424 

Panasonic has a new SC-AK90 

mega changer mini system that 

will store 51 COs and can play 

any track of any disc within six 

seconds. All this for £399.95-

with 300 Watts to boot! Lower 

powered, lesser disc carrying 

options are also available in the 

SC-AK range. e (0990) 357357 

Wharfedale has announced to the 

professional audio world that it 

will be producing NXT flat panel 

loudspeakers from January 

1998. Wharfedale has a licence ..,_. 
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The Faraday ring may look insignificant. But it's this tiny component that gives the A Series its huge dynamic range. 

By counteracting rising impedance in the voice coil. it allovvs more povver into the tvveeter. And vvith 

more povver going in. you get more povver out. 

Even the highest frequencies sing out loud and clear. making the A Series the ideal speakers for 

the faithful reproduction of today's digital music and film recordings. 

The Faraday ring is just one of many small, but vitally important components that make 

the nevv A Series so special. And there's only one place good enough for it. The beautiful box 

vve put it in. 

Celestion Consumer Division, Oept HFCB, Eccles ton Road, Tovil, Maidstone, Kent, ME15 6QP. FREE PHONE 0800 731 3410. C�ELESTIDn 



News from the front 
Hot from the Audio Engineering Society's conference in 
New York comes the latest split to torment the develop­
ment of DVD. This time DVD-Audio is coming under the 
cudgel of factional arguments between the opposing 
Philips/Sony and Matsushita/Pioneer(Toshiba groups. 

Two radically different options have emerged as formal 
proposals for the next generation of CD 
albums. The Matsushita/etc group 
(nicknamed Mat-cetera) is aiming 
for a disc that is effectively DVD­
Video without the video. Their 
idea is to guarantee that 
every disc has at least a 
24-bit/96kHz stereo PCM 
version of the music on it. 
Since this is one of DVD­
Video's audio options, the 
next generation of players could easily 
be made to play these discs. The high 
dynamic/high resolution PCM version 
would use around a quarter of the DVD 
disc's capacity with the remaining space used 
to carry surround-sound versions of the album in MPEG-
2, Dol by Digital, DTS, SODS or any other new format that 
comes to the fore in the future. 

These additional versions do not necessarily have to be 
surround-sound. The 'open format' principle allows for 
specialist audiophile technologies or 'mix-it-yourself' 
multi-track versions to be added to the disc. 

The strength of the Mat-cetera DVD-Audio option is 
that it requires little additional standardisation work -
the discs will play on any next-generation DVD-Video 

Epos big boy 
Epos has launched its largest model yet, namely the ES30, 
a 900mm-high 27kg three-way design costing £2,385. 
Building on the strengths of the ES22, the ES30 utilises a 
25mm aluminium dome tweeter with dissimilar-value 
parallel capacitors in its filter network. These are said to 
reduce 'insertion losses' and spread component resonances. 
The midrange driver is a 150mm injected-polymer cone 
with a high temperature 32mm voice coil and a phase plug 
where a dust cap would usually be found. The bass unit is a 
200mm PVC cone, on a 38mm coil, in a die-cast chassis. 

The end result is an 88dB sensitive, 300-Watt power 
handling, six Ohm loudspeaker that's available in rosewood 
and walnut wood veneers. Or a sophisticated power house if 
you prefer! Epos Acoustics� (01705) 407722 
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player and the open-format avoids the worst of the 
factional arguments between the supporters of different 
forms of audio coding. 

Sony/Philips, on the other hand, is proposing a fully­
defined, backward-compatible CD/DVD disc. This 'Super 
Audio' disc has a CD layer and a DVD layer so that the disc 
can be used in either a DVD player or any of the existing 

200 million CD players around the world. The CD 
layer contains a standard CD audio 

version of the album while 
the DVD layer holds super­
fi stereo and surround 
versions using the 

Sony/Philips Direct Stream 
encoding techniques. 

The backward compatibil­
ity with CD players was some­

thing that the record industry 
initially said was of critical 

importance. However, now that it 
realises DVD/CDs will cost at least 

2.5 times more to press than COs, 
backward compatibility doesn't seem quite so crucial. 

Hoping to set a universally agreed format is the 
International Steering Committee - this represents the 
recording industry - whose intention to have a decision 
by Christmas seems wildly optimistic. At the moment, the 
only thing that either side can agree is that the final DVD­
Audio spec will definitely include a multitude of copy pro­
tection schemes, including an 'improved' version of 
SCMS, together with digital and physical watermarking; 
the one thing we didn't want to hear. by Tim Frost 

In brief 
.,_ to produce speakers using this 

revolutionary technology, and 

looks set to beat fellow 

licensees Mission to market. � 

(01480) 431737 

Sanyo has launched a personal CD 

player with the world's first 40 

second anti shock memory. The 

£199.99 CDP900 has a 40 
second buffer so any jolts will 

not affect playback. 

� (01923) 246363 

CPC, the specialist spares distrib­

utor has a new 1998 catalogue 

featuring more than 10,000 new 

products, addressing the need 

for electronic, electrical and 
mechanical components and 

spares. � (01772) 654455 

Spaced Out has a CD storage 

solution for the young 

sophisticate. The lozenge 
shelving system comes in a 

broad variety of finishes 

including brushed aluminium, 

chrome, nickel and various 

plastics. You can store anything 

- COs, video tapes, socks­

in one of the three sizes of 

lozenge. Prices start at £60 

plus P&P. � (0171) 833 9236 

Panasonic has a new portable to 
joust with your mongoose. The 
Cobra or RX-ED77 weighs in at 

£199.95 and features MASH D/A 
conversion on its motorised­

top-panel CD player. � 0990 

357 357 

ALBUMS PLAYED IN 
THE HI-FI CHOICE 

OFJ'ICE THIS MONTH 
Coldcut 

Let Us Play 

The Verve 

Urban Hymns 
Portishead 

Portishead 

John Barry 

Themeology 

David Bowie 

Scary Monsters 

Billy Cobham 

Magic 

little Feat 

Time Loves A Hero 

Joseph Spence 

Morning Mr Walker 

Various Artists 

Pulp Fusion 
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THE SUitE HEAR.AFfE� • •  

In early September, hi-fi fans from across the nation converged on Heath row's Ramada Hotel for their 

yearly fix of bridal-suite-situated hi-fi demonstrations. Jason Kennedy and Alan Sircom report. 

lntel'esting widgetay 

We saw plenty of new accessories and, as 

ever, a multitude of new cables. Russ 

Andrews, no stranger to these shores, 

introduced YeiiO, a range of budget cables 

for midi systems, portable stereos and the 

like. Prices start at £20 for YeiiO mains 

cable. Also, Russ had the new Hero inter­

connect from KimberKable, priced at 

£110. Soniclink continues its adventures 

with unusual metals: new at £995 is the 

Rhodium cable. 

van den Hul was counting up to The 

Third, a new carbon speaker cable with 

3.5 million fibres (£450/m); plus two new 

phono cartridges: the Frog (£1 ,500) and 

the range-topping Black Beauty (£3,000). 

Max T of Townshend International had 

a lot of fun with his pumpo, pumpo 

demonstration, inflating the fully-fledged 

Seismic Sink Stand and deflating it to dra­

matic sonic effect. The new stands start at 

£899 for three tiers and reach £1,550 for 

six tiers. Chantry Audio has a series of 

modifications for Rega and similar turnta­

bles, including a granite baseboard, new 

power supply and an alternative counter­

weight. Chantry Audio can be reached on 

�(01777) 870372. 

Linn Products showed a prototype CD 

transport called the CD Engine; proposed 

names for a future player include the 

cheeky Sondek CD 12 (pie. 4). Wilson 

benesch's Craig Milnes showed us a sam­

ple of a compacted woven-polypropylene 

mid range cone which he hopes to use with 

an ultra-compact neodymium magnet, 

and possibly rear suspension. Making its 

debut was the Circle turntable with phono 

stage, in matching circular plinth (1 0). 

Nottingham Analogue introduced its 

Foot (6), a 12-inch carbon-fibre tonearm, 

with fibres oriented along the tube rather 

than around it. Price is £1,100. 

As usual, there was an abundance of High 

End kit at the Hi-Fi Show. With such a 

dazzling array of wares on display, we've 

concentrated on products that are likely to 

enjoy UK distribution. 

Amplifiers took the lion's share of expo­

sure, and there were nice new submis­

sions from the tu be fraternity. lt was good 

to hear the £3,495 BorderPatrol 300B SE 

(3), in fully-fledged livery, doing impres­

sive stuff in the Living Voice room, while 

its maker was along the corridor demon­

strating standard versions of both his stan­

dard external PSU and the £995 MB 

("maximum b*ll*cks") version. Tube 

demi-god Graham Tricker launched his 

Tron range with the Nucleus phono stage 

and preamp, both compact, highly-speci­

fied designs at £2,000 apiece. 

EAR/Yoshino had the rather stylish V-

20 (£2,000), whose curved casework 

conceals 10 ECC83 valves per channel. 

Tube Technology made its entry into the 

CD field with the Fulcrum transport and 

tube DAC at £2,400 the pair, alongside its 

least expensive power amp yet, the 

£1,150, 45 Watt Syrinx. The Italians, in 

the guise of Unison Research, made a bid 

for the style award with the £1,750 

Mystery One preamp, and lowered the 

entry level for tube phono stages with the 

£500 Simply Phono. 

lt wasn't all tubes, though. Chord 

Electronics had a room full of beautiful 

solid-state hardware including the 

96kHz/24-bit ready DSC 1100 DAC 

(£2,575), plus SPM 1200C (315 Watt 

stereo) and SPM 1400 (350 Watt 

monoblok) power amps, both priced at 

£3,915. The CEL 202 four-way loud­

speaker, at £2,375, is the latest addition 

to a six-strong range. 

Alchemist showed Signature versions 

of its Forsetti pre/power amps at £1,500 

apiece, alongside a Kraken transport and 

DAC combo at £995. DNM has finally fin­

ished the 3C version of its classic, 

Perspex-clad preamp (£2,550 in basic 

guise), which complements the PA3 

power amp at £2,500 and upwards. 

Proceed has 'simplified' its PAV and DSD 

home theatre components into the AVP 

digital multichannel preamp- £4,995 

with all the trimmings. The matching 

AMPS (z £4,500) provides five 250-Watt 

channels of continuous power. 

DPA supplemented its burgeoning line­

up with the Enlightenment preamp 

(£795) and four new DACs: Enlight­

enment (£825), Renaissance (£570), 

SX128 (£2,000) and DX8 Little Bit 3 

(£325). conrad-johnson arrives on the 

serious integrated-amp scene with the 

CAV-50 at £2,500. Whoever next? 



• Offer from 01.11.97. to 31.12.97. and is available on recording models only. 

MD-ZV301 
MD STUDIO 

MD-X5 
MD 

'NETWORK AUDIO' 
MICRO SYSTEM 

I 
MD-X8 

MD 
'NETWORK AUDIO' 

MINI SYSTEM 

MD-XVJOO 
MD/CD 

COMPONENT SYSTEM 

The cassette tape has finally 

reeled to its end. Now a new digital 

era begins with Sharp MiniDisc. 

A breakthrough that means you 

can digitally record up to 74 

minutes of your favourite music on 

a single disc, over and over again. 

Without any wear, without any 

loss of sound quality. 

What's more you can move , 

divide, combine or erase your 

recorded tracks. 

Thanks to a title generator, you 

can even enter the disc name and 

individual song titles, confirming 

them on the alpha-numeric 

LCD display. 

Then enjoy instant playback with 

the brilliant clarity that can only 

come from digital sound. �® 
1!11 

Adding a new dimension to music 

at home or on the move. 

All on a neat little MiniDisc that 

no tape can match. 

The unreel, made real by Sharp. 

SHARP 
lNTELLlGENT TH1NK1NG 

For further information call 

FREEFONE 0800 262958 

MD-Rl 
MINI SIZE 
MO DECK 



There were plenty of interesting sources 

and speakers. New distributor Absolute 

An alogue showed off the slick, black 

Helios CD player range (7), Audioplan's 

latest Konzert speaker, and the mother of 

all turntables, the Rockport Sirius Ill (8). 

This air-powered overkill of a deck has a 

sirius price, too: £50,000. 

Rogers also had shiny black CD play­

ers: the £2,800 C02 transport (1), 

£1,889 DAC and £1,119 COl integrated. 

Loricraft (with the blessing of Garrard) has 

created the 501 turntable: an ambitious 

project with a £4,000 price tag. Contact 

Loricraft on 1!: (01488) 72267. 

Ikon Audio played the '30-keyhole'­

shaped S9 and Sl5 speakers priced at 

£1,950 and £2,450; while Anglo/German 

brand ALR/Jordan showed what design is 

about with the Factor 2 (9). 

Snazzy electronics ahoy! 

Many Japanese brands returned to the 

show this year, with a stack of new prod­

ucts. Denon's new range of AV and hi-fi 

products yielded the first UK sighting of its 

DVD-2000 DVD player, a gold-series CD 

and amp, and a pair of new MiniDisc 

recorders including the £750 DMD-FlO. 

Sony was waving the MD flag with its 

£650 MDS-JA30ES player, as well as 

showing the £449 XA-20ES CD player, 

which is a lower-priced alternative to the 

EISA-Award-winning CDP-XA50ES. 

Marantz had two models to match the 

popular CD-17 player- the £599 ST-17 

and £899 PM-17 'Reference' integrated 

amplifier. Marantz is promising to deliver a 

trio of DVD players and the DR700 CD-RW 

player by Spring 1998. 

Pioneer had a dummy display of its 

next two hot-rodded products, the CT­

S505S Precision cassette deck and F-

504RDS Precision tuner. Prices look set to 

be in the £350-£400 region for each. 

Flushed with the success of the 500-series 

system, TEAC has introduced a lower-cost, 

four-box H-300 variant (£600). 

Playing for England we had Arcam, 

unveiling four new products: the £700 

AV50 Pro-Logic integrated; a £400 pre­

amp-only version of the Alpha 9 amp; a 

wholly new modular integrated amp range; 

and the £800 Alpha l0/£600 lOP power 

amp. Myryad announced a £500 MT-500 

tuner to match the existing range, and 

showed the T-Series range (5) that offers a 

low entry-level point to the Myryad sound. 

Audio Note showed the new £1,000 

AN-C02 CD player in its all-tube system, 

while the cutest new slab of electronics 

was Nairn's new headphone amplifier, 

details to be confirmed. it's like a regular 

Naim amp, but designed for Action Man! 

Speaking of speakers 

Ramada is a speaker-test at the best of 

times, and this year was no different. 

Heybrook had three new models: the 

£259 Optima, the £649 Ultima, and the 

£1,800 Octet. The Octet sports sophisti­

cated features including a gas-filled piezo 

tweeter and ceramic enclosed midrange 

drive-unit. Rogers introduced no fewer 

than six new models in its Gold Series, 

starting from £179 for the GSl. Tannoy 

expanded its popular Mercury range with 

the new, entry-level bookshelf unit, M 1 

(£119). it's intended for use with mini sys­

tems and as the rear-channel speaker in 

home cinema. 

Acoustic Energy has been busy with its 

pair of new models in the 200 series; three 

more 200-series models; and an entirely 

new trio of 500-series models all waiting 

for launch in 1998. 

Keswick Audio Research (KAR) has 

transmogrified its successful Figaro loud­

speaker into the Figaro Evolution; now it's 

priced at £1,099. KAR's new floorstander 

is the £1, 199 Legato. A spin-off from KAR 

is Blueprint, a new company with two ele­

gant floorstanders: the £1,000 Point 1 and 

£1,650 Point 2 (2). 

Musical Technology has rejigged its 

popular Harrier SE, now weighing in at 

£595. Expect more MT bird-calls as the 

Condor swoops into view at £1,000. US 

manufacturer KLH has returned to the UK 

with a healthy 23 models, ranging from the 

entry level 325 (£115) to the 82T (£690). 

Eight more designs are due to arrive soon. 

With the KT3 just into the shops, Kelly 

Transducers has introduced a baby 

brother, the £700 KT2, which is so fresh 

from the production line that it appeared 

after the show's price-lists were printed1 

Ruark now offers a choice of full or half 

veneer on the new AN-oriented Prologue 

One floorstander. Full veneer adds £100 to 

the part-veneered price of £799. 

All telephone numbers can be found in our Manufacturers' 

List (pl37) unless they are printed in the text. 
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Jason Kennedy goes deep, deep down with a REL Studio 11 subwoofer. 

But will its bass welly be a match for the new Acoustic Precision Eikos FR1 speakers? 

M 
any components give decent 
mid band; a fair few do high 
frequencies with a modicum 
of grace. But extended, con­

trolled, powerful bass is still a rarity. There 
are two ways to get it: by combining big amps 
with large loudspeakers, or by enlisting the 
services of a separate, dedicated subwoofer 
with a built-in power amplifier. And because 
powerful amps don't always sound as good 
as smaller ones, and large speaker cabinets 
do little for a speaker's invisibility, the sec­
ond option is increasingly favoured as a route 
to low frequency nirvana. 

I've been sceptical of subwoofers until 
recently. It's been rare to encounter one out­
side the door of a full-on surround­
sound dem, and with the exception of 
products from the REL brand, subs 
have never enjoyed a spectacular rep­
utation in hi-fi circles. The only sub 
that's done it for me is Living Voice's 
RW24 horn-loader (HFC 163). 

So why am I investigating this, 
ahem, sub-species of loudspeaker? 
Turn to page 50 to find out. My cat­
alyst was the Acoustic Precision Eikos 
FRl, a diminutive loudspeaker with 
extraordinary properties but limited 
bass extension. With a -3dB point at 
65Hz, it cannot supply effective bass, 
and although it sounds great unaug­
mented, I could not resist the temp­
tation to add some power down 
below. To the REL range I turned, 
plunging in at the deep end with the 
new Studio II - a range-topping, 
back-breaking, £4,000 biggie. I paid 
the price for greed when lugging this 200lb 
monster up my staircase. 

This beast measures 615x684x520mm 
(HxWxD), just a bit bigger than a half-metre 
cube, and while it's not quite in the mono­
lith category, its presence in the average-size 
living room will not go unnoticed. But peo­
ple still walk around it, look puzzled, and sit 
down before they say "what is that?". If 
appropriately camouflaged, the Studio II 
might blend in better. But still it needs mains 
power and signal cables, and while there are 
innocuous black PVC-clad affairs supplied 
with the Studio II, you may, like me, be 
inclined to replace them with flex of a more 
garish nature. I was alarmed at the length of 
the supplied signal lead- around six metres 

HT-FI CHOTCE 

- but I found some suitably-dimensioned 
speaker cable terminated with the requisite 
Neutrik Speakon plug. This substantial four­
way connector is one of the features that dif­
ferentiates the II from its predecessor: it's a 
simple twist-and-lock affair with screw ter­
minals for the cable. Its advantages include 
self-cleaning on removal/insertion, and CE­
friendly shrouded contacts. The other mkii 
changes are a balanced input for mono oper­
ation, and more significantly, an improved 
power supply for the power amp. 

The drive system inside this behemoth is 
a 300-Watt MOSFET, direct-coupled ampli­
fier with absolutely no capacitors in its sig­
nal path. This lump exerts its awesome grip 

over a pair of 10-inch Volt drivers that fire 
downwards into the gap between the cabi­
net and the floor. They are augmented by a 
six-inch-diameter port and REL's ARM 
(Acoustic Resistive Matrix) loading. The lat­
ter resembles B&W's Matrix approach, by 
dividing up the enclosure into tuned cells that 
create a stiffer air-spring than you would 
encounter in an 'open' cabinet. Also, it 
increases cabinet rigidity. 

Bassic instinct 

Setting up the Studio II is a fine art. Once 
'
you've decided where to put it, you can adjust 
its output level with one knob, then set the 
upper roll-off frequency with another pair of 
controls. One of these is a coarse adjust-

ment; the other offers fine-tuning. 
The initial temptation is to set both out­

put level and roll-off frequency too high, but 
after a period of experimentation I ended up 
with quite subtle levels of level and cur-off, 
meaning that the sub is just ticking over most 
of the time. I couldn't help cranking up at 
times, but this led to rather alarming and 
indeed window-bowing levels of air pressure 
on replay of particularly deep and powerful 
material. It depends on which speakers the 
sub has been partnered with- if they're as 
quick and resolute as the Eikos FRls, then 
virtually any sub will muddy the picture if it 
overlaps with their output too obviously. 

I devised a simple system for setting cor­
rect parameters: playing acoustic 
material with very little bass con­
tent, and turning down the level 
and roll-off frequency of the sub 
until its presence was no longer 
apparent. 

I was very impressed by the 
Studio IIIFRl combination. It was 
subtle, but solid and deep. On 
numerous occasions I was shocked 
at the depth and power emanating 
from what should have been famil­
iar records, but also there was less 
distortion. 

I tried really hard to upset the 
apple-cart with some of my more 
ludicrously bass-heavy monster 
cuts, but I failed: the Studio II coped 
with Sly and Robbie, Left field, The 
Chemical Brothers, Chaka Demus 
and Pliers, and a whole lot more. 
Never did I sense that the sub was 

being left behind the AP speakers. I've only 
heard 'quicker' bass than this once in my 
room, with the Electrofluidics Sonolith 
(HFC 139); and as I recall, those speakers 
couldn't equal this rig's bass extension. The 
Studio II is a cook in' piece of hardware­
I'd love to hear it on a concrete floor in a big 
room with the wick turned up all the way. 

Paul Messenger wonders whether eight 
REL QlOOE subs would sound better than 
one Studio 11. They could be sited to avoid 
exciting room modes, and the output of each 
would be vanishingly low. But imagine all the 
cable and the loss of space. I think REL's one­
box solution has more appeal- so long as 
I don't have to move it for a while! � 

REL e (01656) 768 777 
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The Jimmy Bughes 

Expe .. ience 
lt's time for more adventures at the outer limits of hi-fi. Jimmy Hughes unveils the Statmat! 

C
ontroversy ahoy, acolytes of 

objectivity! In 1996, John Rogers 

of Ringmat Developments visited 

me with a prototype he'd been 
working on-a mat designed to improve the 
sound of CD. Called the Statmat, and priced 
at £20, it's made from a thin conductive 

plastic material with special ink patterns on 
both sides, and 'cuts' at strategic points. It 

didn't look like much, but it definitely 
worked. 

What I heard was impressive, though 

Statmat is a tricky product to compare on an 
NB basis, as it seems to have a temporary 
conditioning effect on both disc and player. 
When it's removed, neither CD nor player 
sounds like it did originally - the effect 
takes a day or two to wear off. Fascinating! 
Weird! It was almost a year before John had 

a sample for me try over an extended period. 

The kind of improvement made by 

Statmat is hard to describe in a few words. 

The sound isn't just smoother, sweeter or 
sharper. Rather, the music itself seems to 
change, becoming rhythmically more cohe­
sive, and altogether more purposeful and 
coherent. Statmat increases the sense of depth 
and space around voices and instruments, 
expanding dynamic range to give more light 
and shade, so tonal colours are subtler and 
more varied. 

John claims his Statmat works by con­
trolling 'static electricity charges' created 
when the CD spins at high speed within the 
player. These charges, he believes, exert 
unpredictable adverse influences on the CD 
machine's electronics, affecting 'phase­
coherence' which, he alleges, confuses musi­
cal timing. This makes the music's rhythms 
less homogeneous, apparently. It's 

difficult to describe, but easy 
to hear. On the right music, 
the audible difference can 
be quite profound; 
though one might 
debate whether these 
results arise from the 
causes John enunci­
ates. 

By jingo Mpingo 
R e c e n t l y ,  a f r i e n d  
o b t a i n e d  a l u m p  o f  
Mpingo wood. Mpingo is a 
dense African swamp-ebony 

Hl-FI CHOICE 

hardwood, used by Shun Mook, for exam­

ple. From his piece of Mpingo my friend 

fashioned a heavy LP record weight. He just 
puts it on the turntable spindle with a record 
playing, waits a few seconds, and suddenly 
the sound changes, growing richer and more 

holographic, with a very precise sense of 
rhythmic timing. 

In subjective listening terms, it wreaks a 

very similar improvement to the Statmat. So 
what's happening, and why? Shun Mook 

says Mpingo wood absorbs resonance, but I 

find this an inadequate explanation. An ordi­
nary record clamp or weight does 
not produce compa-
rable sonic benefit; 
often there's little dif­
ference; sometimes 
the sound actually 
gets worse. There is 

scant evidence that 

Mpingo absorbs reso­
nance better than other 
hardwoods. But it has a 
noticeable effect on 
sound quality. 

And here's another rea­
son to doubt the resonance 

absorption theory. Would 
you believe that I can audibly improve the 
sound of CD by just placing the Mpingo LP 

weight on a spinning turntable platter? It's 
true. Using the Mpingo weight on a revolv­
ing turntable doesn't just benefit vinyl repro­
duction. It produces exactly the same sort of 
change with CD. Music sounds more cohe-

. sive, and both spatial cues and depth infor­
mation are enhanced. It's just more vivid 
and solid. 

Once I'd heard how the 
Mpingo weight improved 

my LP sound, I wanted 
the same for CD. Not 
easy! You'd need spe­
cial tools to cut a thin 
slice of Mpingo suit­
able for use as a CD 

mat. However, I reck­
oned the improvement 

could be associated with 
properties other than reso­

nance absorption or static 
control. I suspected Mpingo 

might not need to physically touch the CD 
to create the enhanced sound I perceived. 

I don't pretend to know what's going on 
here, but perhaps we're dealing with a Peter­
Belt-type effect. (Peter Belt proposed bizarre 
hi-fi tweaks involving 'polarised water', and 
made reference to left-field tenets like the 

morphic resonance theory propounded by 
Rupert Sheldrake- Ed.) 

Certainly, Peter used to talk a great deal 
about problems with the spinning disc and 

its adverse reaction to electrical and gravi-

tational fields. Could Statmat 
work by treating these? If so, 
an effect would occur just by 
making the device spin, 
almost regardless of what it 
touched. 

Actually, I do think the 
effectiveness of Statmat 

increases when it touches 
the spinning CD. But it 
also works without con­
tact. For example, when 
placed on a turntable 
platter under the mat, it 
improves the sound of 

LPs. I understand John Rogers is 

working on a special version for vinyl replay. 
Recently I've tried two Statmats, one 

either side of the thin rubber mat supplied 

with Pioneer's PD-7 5. This player, of course, 
has Pioneer's unique 'Stable Platter' CD 
mechanism, which spins the CD upside down 
on a large aluminium disc. Using two 
Statmats gives more benefit than using one. 
However, I'm not sure it would be necessary 

or desirable to use two Statmats with a con­
ventional CD player. 

John Rogers describes Statmat as the 
biggest advance in CD reproduction since 
compact disc was launched. I'm not sure I'd 
put it that strongly (ahem!- Ed), but it does 
produce a specific benefit that's musical and 
difficult to duplicate with more conventional 
methods. It's a different kind of change, for 
example, to that engendered by adding an 
outboard DAC. 

Statmat is thin and rather flimsy, but 
tougher than it looks. It needs fairly careful 

handling, and the deliberately over-sized cen­
tre hole entails precise positioning on a disc 
before loading. But I'd say it's well worth 
investigating. � 

Ringmat Developments a (01277) 200210 
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Immerse yourself 

Pure enlightenment- courtesy of Sennheiser. 

From string quartet to the heaviest metal, 

from cannon blast to one hand clapping, 

Sennheiser headphones reveal the truth. 

Transpment sound in absolute comfort, the 

ultimate conternjJlation for music lovers everywhere. 

Now go meditate on that. 

Sennheiser UK Ltd, FREEPOST, High Wycombe, Bucks HP12 3BR. Telephone: 01494 551551. Fax: 01494 551550. 

e-mail 106066.2217@compuserve.com Web www.sennheiser.com 



COMPETITION 

UPER SPEAKERS! 
Wonderful Wharfedale woofers (and tweeters) worth £1,550! 

arfedale has long been respected for its loud­

speakers. In this prize-packed competition, four 

lucky Hi-Fi Choice readers will soon find out why! 

Three of the four prizes derive from from the company's Mid­

Field Monitor (MFM) range, featuring Wharfedale's unique 

'Audio Stealth' front-baffle mouldings. First Prize is a pair of the 

MFM-7 worth £649.95, a floor-standing, three-way, four-driver 

design. This rear-parted, dual-chamber enclosure handles up to 

150 Watts of music power, yet offers a high 91dB sensitivity and 

six Ohm nominal impedance. Second Prize is a pair of the MFM-

5 floorstander at £449.95. A three-way, three-driver speaker, this 

model can handle music up to 125 Watts, and returns a 90dB 

sensitivity with eight Ohm nominal impedance. The Third Prize is 

a pair of MFM-3 worth £349.95. These floorstanders are also rear 

parted, but have a more conventional complement of two drive 

units in a two-way configuration. The MFM-3 (Best Buy, HFC 

164) is specified to accommodate 100 Watts of music, has a 

nominal impedance of eight Ohms and an 89dB sensitivity. 

Last but not least, the fourth card from the hat bags a pair of 

£99.95 Wharfedale Diamond 7.1 two-way, two-driver bookshelf 

monitors. Send in your entry today! 

HI-FI CHOICE 

.-aOW;o;NT£a----� I Answer the question below by circling the correct answer, then fill in 

your name, address and day-time telephone number in the spaces 

given below. Please remember to tell us whether you are over 18 
years of age. 

I 
I 
I 
I 

I 

POST THIS BNTRY FORM TO: 
Hi-Fi Choice Competition (CHFC7l2C) 

Bradley Pavilions, 

Bradley Stoke North, 

Bristol BS12 OBQ 

All entries must arrive by first post, Thursday December 4th, 199 7. 

1 TBE QUESTION 
What cloes MFM stancl fol'? 

I a) Modern Fruit Management 

b) My Football Memories 

I c) Mid-Field Monitor 
d) Mrs. Fielding's Memoirs 

I 
YOUR DETAILS 

1 Name 
________________________________________ ___ 

Job Title ----------------------------------------

1 CompanyName _________________________________ ___ 

Address ( inc. postcode)· _____ ________________________ _ 

I 
Day-time Telephone Number----------------------------

1 D Please tick here if you are under 18 

0 Please tick here if you do not wish to receive any further information about other 

I products or services 

Please tick one only of the following: 

I 0 Are you a current subscriber? OR 

DAre you a regular reader? OR 

I 0 Are you an occasional reader? 

1 COMPETITION RULES 
e The Closing Date for this competition is Thursday December 4th, 1997. 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 

I 

e Winners of the Whariedale competition will be judged from all correct entries sub-

mitted, and drawn at random after the Closing Date. 

e Winners will be notified by post. 

• The Editor's decision is final and no correspondence will be entered into. 

e The Wharfedale competition is not open to employees of Dennis Publishing Ltd, 
IAG (Wharfedale), nor their suppliers, agents or associates. 

eWe regret this competition is open to UK residents only. 

• No cash alternatives will be offered. 

eWe reserve the right to substitute alternative prizes with equal value to these 

shown, in the unlikely event of stock being temporarily unavailable. 

e By entering the competition you agree to be bound by the rules. 

e All entries must be on this official entry coupon. If you do not wish to cut your 

magazine, you may send a photocopy of the page instead. Please note: only one 

entry form per household. 

CHFC 712C 
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Paul iller's 
Oasis of Sanity 

To transform your listening room into a concert hall, your hi-fi system needs to 

generate realistic signal levels. But Watts alone are not enough, reveals Paul Miller. 

T 
his Oasis prefaces a forth­
coming feature in which we 
will investigate the improve­
ments in sound quality 

claimed for very sensitive loudspeakers 
-recent reviews on Rehdeko and Kelly 
Transducer speakers having set the ball 
rolling. So what is rhe relationship 
between amplifier power, speaker sen­
sitivity and the loudest musical peaks 
that can be accommodated in the aver­
age listening environment? 

To explore rh is question, I used the 
pair of Audio Note AN-ET! loud­
speakers that have served in countless 

L 
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blind listening rests for Hi-Fi Choice over the 
years. They are not quite as sensitive as I'd 
been led to believe, measuring 88dB for 
2.83V at 1m distance, using the same third­
octave technique that is employed in our 
loudspeaker group tests. 88dB is an average 
result for today's loudspeakers. The 2.83V 
parr, however, is very important, because this 
convention is used in all such measurements 
to represent a power of one Wan into a 
notional eight Ohm load. All other things 
being equal, a 6dB increase in this voltage 
across the speaker terminals (5.66V) will 
yield a 6dB increase in perceived loudness 
from 88dB to 94dB at lm distance. 

Fig.l To ensure a vast supply of volts, 
needed a very powerful amplifier. Talk 
Electronics' Hurricane 5 fitted the bill, being 
capable of delivering 45.9V under dynamic 
conditions (1) into our notional eight Ohm 
load. This is equivalent to 263 Watts - a 
comfortable margin for our experiment. 
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Oh I'm missing you 
Under Picadilly's neon .. 

(2)- (3) 
� 

nineteen 
dred an 

eighty six. 

Christy's 12-srring guitar which, at 26-
28 seconds into the performance, is 
drawing momentary peaks of over 19V 
from the amplifier. Mahler's thunder­
ing timpani and percussion reach 14 

12 
10 

/. 
15.5V on this same scale. 

Now, if we treat the Audio Note 
AN-Ell as a nominal six Ohm load (in 
practice it'll be tougher), this equates 
to a power demand of 60 Watts-well 
within the compass of the Talk 
Hurricane 5 amp. 

��0--�--��1�8--�18�-20��22���� ��--� But how loud is this? Theoretically, 
19V should raise the AN-EII ro 
1 04.5dB at lm, an increase of 16.5dB. 

TIME in secs 

After several days of programming, I had 
created a Virtual Instrument permitting real­
rime analysis of rhe music signal as it hits the 
loudspeaker terminals, plotting the instan­
taneous variations in voltage with rime. 

Fig.2 Ever wondered what real music 'looks' 
like? Well, a 20-second excerpt of Christy 

With a pair of speakers in a typical room, 
auditioned at a typical 2.5m distance, this 
would represent a musical peak of some 100-
lOldB SPL -loud, bur well short of a live 
concert's llOdB peaks. 

To squeeze an extra lOdB of peak level 
from these speakers would require 59.8V, 
or 450W into eight Ohms. This is well 

Moo re's Live performance· of I"F.:':"7.':":":��==""=""":":"!''=":7.':"'='�':""'""""""7"""""""""'"'7"'"""""""'ii 
Missing You provides a great 
example. This portion is culled 
from Track 6 of Live at the Point 
(GRACD 203), beginning at 
0:10 seconds and ending at 0:30 
seconds. I've added the lyrics, so 
you can follow the rune yourself 
if you have rhe disc. 

Fig.3 For classical buffs, I've 
included another spectrum 
revealing the first 60 seconds of 
M a h l e r ' s  5t h Symph o ny 
(Denon, COC0-9737). The 
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instruments most readily audi­
ble during this tumultuous 
introduction a re illustrated by 
each series of musical peaks. 
Note that despite being moni­
tored at precisely rhe same vol­
ume setting, and from rhe same 
CD player, this lower-level 
recording does not reach quire 
the same peak output level as 
Christy's live performance. 

This is very much more 
than hi-tech karaoke. Each of 
the prominent peaks (2) repre­
sents an individual srrum of 

Horns 

Horns 

Percussion 

Distant Horns 

beyond the reach of all but the most exalted 
amplifiers, and would fry the voice-coils of 
all but the staunchest speakers. 

However, a speaker manufactured to 
have an inherent 2.83V/lm sensitivity of 
98dB would already have this lOdB 'in 
hand'. lr is not unreasonable to assume that 
such a speaker would entertain a headroom 
of 12dB wirhour overheating (or 16-17dB 
for 2.5m distance), and it would require just 
50-60 Watts to pummel the listening posi­
tion with realistic 110dB peaks. More about 
this in next month's feature! � 
Do you have a subject matter for the Oasis? Please contact 
P. Miller via E-mail on 100576.3021 @compuserve. com 
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Personal Paul Messenger adds a second opinion to last month's 

review of Linn's new cartridge and phono preamp. 

A. !an Sircom got first bite at the 
Choice cherry this time (HFC 

171), but I wasn't going to pass 
up the opportunity to try out 

Linn's new, upgraded, vinyl-disc-playing 
cartridge: Arkiv. Unlike Alan, I was a firm 
fan of the original Arkiv, and reviewed it 
back in HFC 119. Some critics of the era 
found Arkiv a little too clinical, preferring 
its more laid-back and romantic predeces­
sor, Troika; but I loved Arkiv from the 
start, for its openness, neutrality and excep­
tional bandwidth extension at both ends of 
the spectrum. 

Okay, I'm prejudiced; but sadly deluded 
are those who believe they're unbiased! I've 
been using Linn cartridges for longer than I 
care to remember. Asak, Karma, Troika and 
Arkiv: each has done loyal service at the end 
of my tonearm; each has laid strong claim to 
being the state of the cartridge art for its era. 
I've tried a fair few rivals along the way, and 
although there are sweeter and more spa­
cious alternatives, none has convinced me. 

Nor was any likely to, after I heard a pro­
totype of Linn's updated and boron-can­
tilevered variation a few months ago. A Linn 
person was delivering a Linto (phono pre- . 
amp) for review, and just happened to have 
Arkiv in the car. We sat up very late, redis­
covering new delights in many old records; 
the subsequent deprivation left me in a foul 
mood for days! 

. 

Finally I readjusted to the original Arkiv, 
and against all odds, I have done my best to 
enjoy my record collection over the past three 
months. But when a review sample of the new 
Arkiv turned up, I wasn't slow to mount it 
in the tonearm. 

To be hone;t, as I cued Poison (from The 
Prodigy's jilted Generation), I wasn't expect­
ing too much. The last time I'd fitred an 
Arkiv, a year or so ago, it had sounded dire 
straight out of the box. I wondered what Linn 
had done to a component that I respected and 
admired. After pondering the option of a bit 
of high-end cartridge networking, I had per­
severed with gritted teeth, and by the third 
day it was just beginning to play tunes. it took 
a whole week to come properly on song. 

Not so the new version. I don't know yet 
what it will sound like after a week of run­
ning in, but I do know that it left its prede­
cessor for dead from the first bars. Poison 

starts off with a solo synth, followed, a few 
bars later, by a quick breakdown riff on elec­
tronic snares, a cymbal crash, and then the 

Hl-FJ CHOICE 

essages 

main theme is introduced on a hi-hat (or sam­
ple thereof) placed just left of centre. I've 
played the track dozens of times, but have 
never consciously isolated and picked up on 
this important little detail before. 

Within 30 seconds of installation, the 
new Arkiv had justified its existence by doing 
what every hi-fi component is supposed to 
do - deliver the information that lets you 
peel back more musical layers. The £1,200 

price tag might be iniquitous, but there's no 
denying that this cartridge does the business, 
making even the least accessible recordings 
listenable. I managed to get. through three 
sides of t he new Oasis album before the mid­
band compression finally curled my toes and 
I'd worked out that the music owed rather 
more to Status Quo than The Beatles. 

The g1'11nge effect 
I'm sure it all comes down to improving the 
mechanical control of stylus, cantilever and 
the rest. There's some loss of heavy bass 
trackability, but the payoff. is greatly 

improved treble detail, much tighter stereo 
image focus, and, best of all, a quite dramatic 
reduction in spurious background hash and 
garbage. By engineering out much of the 
mechanical grunge, I reckon that Linn has 
increased the real-world system dynamic 
range by at least 1 OdB, resulting in sound that 
has all the musical virtues of the vinyl disc 
(transparency, delicacy, naturalness etc), but 
presented with a quite un-vinyl-like freedom 
from spurious noise. 

By coincidence I'd heard a rather similar 
effect at one of the Ramada Show dems a few 
days previously. Only there it wasn't a car­
tridge that was doing the 'de-grunging'-it 
was A J van den Hul's non-metallic carbon­
based interconnect and speaker cabling, and 
the medium under application was 78rpm 
shellac rather than vinyl. 

One shouldn't dismiss the capabilities of 
this long-obsolete format. Bandwidth was 
always strictly limited, but mid band dynam­
ics can show the same righteous expressive­
ness many have been eagerly rediscovering 
through retro valve amps and horn speakers. 
Trouble is, if you play 78s through today's 
wide-bandwidth systems, even with the right 
stylus, cartridge and equalisation, it's difficult 
to enjoy the music because of the roaring, 
crashing high-frequency noise. You could 
hear the noise on the vdH system, but it 
seemed less intrusive than it should have been 
-that's another grunge-reduction technique 
that could be well worth exploring. 

Grunge-reduction lies at the heart of hi­
fi; in digital terms, the grunge is jitter. The 
trick is to lose the hash without sacrificing 
music along the way. � 
Linn Products E (0500) 888909 
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As you may have noticed, out· ads tend to have answers 

for just about everything. Like whet·e to bow 

your head to at sunset (Skanderborg, 

Denmark, the one and only home of 

our famous speakers, which lies 

exactly east of Aanoraaq, Greenland), 

whom to worship on hazy, lazy, music-filled 

Sunday aftet·noons (may we humbly suggest 

our chief tester Erik 'The Ear' Nielsen 

whose fame In audiophile cit·cles has 

t·eached that of any :,<iven dead pop star, 

although he hasn't been sighted m 

supermat·kets lately) or, last but not least, 

how to build the penultimate, unsur-

mountable, unbeJjevably true loudspeaker 

(by lovingly cnfting it around a voice coil 

thr.·ee times bigger than the competition, or 

twice the size of Josef Stalin). Tlus time, 

we're just telling you what to do tonight. Switch off yom· 

beloved amps! Turn on the bloody computer again. 

And visit us at out· new and extremely knowledge-

able internet site on the WorldWide Wait (it's 

at http://www.dynaudio.com, just m case 

you'r.·e the type who doesn't read headlines). 

Whet·e, besides having tremendous amounts of 

fun, you will fmd some ver·y good reasons why 

om· speakers sound so open, airy and natural. 

How we manage to get such a well-defined and 

powerfuJ bass. And, of course, some hints on 

why our speakers are - quote - "ima:,<ing like a 

bastard!" Should you happen to not have an 

internet access, you may contact us directly for 

your free pet·sonal snail-mail copy of our "Book 

of Truth" at (0171) 378 975 0. And don't forget 

to have a close look at our Contour 3 (pictured 

het·e with the world's first famous 

works raccoon, Knudsen) which is so 

bmnd new you won't find it even on the net. :) 

······=··�···-········· 

DANES DON'T LIE.� 



COMPETITION 

TOP TURNTABLES 
£1,000 worth of Dual record players up for grabs! 

W
ith a little help from our friends at Dual, we've 

secured five samples of top-notch turntabular 

treats exclusively for Hi-Fi Choice readers. 

First Prize is the top-flight CS 750-1, which has just become 

available once again on UK shores. This £329.95 deck offers 

semi-automatic operation, and the ability to play at 78rpm as 

well as 33 and 45 speeds. Features include Cardan bearings on 

the arm (which uses a massless tracking system), the DMS 750 

cartridge, a floating subchassis and a drive system with a '100-

fold, light-barrier-scanning, electronic-commutator-disc arma­

ture motor'. You don't get many of those to the pound! 

Second Prize is Dual's budget classic, the CS 505-4, which has 

been the first step on the ladder for many an audiophile. lt's 

another semi-automatic design, priced at £219.95, which fea­

tures Dual's massless tracking-force system and removable car­

bon-fibre headshell supporting the ULM 68 E cartridge. The 

damped aluminium platter is driven by a 16-pole synchronous 

motor via a flat belt. 

Our Third Prize winner will spin vinyl on the £169.99 CS 455 

Gold, a fully-automatic record player. Its floating subchassis is 

housed in a solid-wood console, and it comes complete with 

Dual's DMS 251 E cartridge. Finally, each of two Fourth Prize 

recipients will install the £139.95 CS 435-1 fully automatic 

turntable, with aluminium platter and balanced arm supporting 

the Dual DMS 251 S cartridge. Our mail-bag awaits your card! 

CS 505-4 worth £220! 

HI-FI CHOICE 

r-aow ;oBNT;a----� 
I Answer the question below by circling the correct answer, then fill in 

I 
I 
I 
I 

your name, address and day-time telephone number in the spaces 

given below. Please remember to tell us whether you are over 18 

years of age. 

POIT TBII DITRT fORM TO: 

Hi-Fi Choice Competition (CHFC712Bl 

Bradley Pavilions, 

Bradley Stoke North, 

Bristol BS12 OBQ 

I All entries must arrive by first post, Thursday December 4th, 1997. 

1 THE QUESTION 
Wllal type of- beuiags 111'8 used ia the Dual CS 750-1? 

1 a) Cardigan 

b) Uni-pivot 

I c) Gimbal 
d) Cardan 

I 
YOUR DETAILS 

I Name 
________________________________________ ___ 

Job Title -----------------------------------------

1 CompanyName 
________________________________ __  ___ 

Address (inc. postcode) 
______________________________ __ 

I 
Day-time Telephone Number ----------------------------

1 0 Please tick here if you are under 18 

0 Please tick here if you do not wish to receive any further information about other 

I products or services 

Please tick one only of the following: 

I 0 Are you a current subscriber? OR 

0 Are you a regular reader? OR 

I DAre you an occasional reader? 

1 COMPETITION RULES 
• The Closing Date for this competition is Thursday December 4th, 1997. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

e Winners of the Dual competition will be judged from all correct entries submitted, 

and drawn at random after the Closing Date. 
e Winners will be notified by post. 
• The Editor's decision is final and no correspondence will be entered into. 
• The Dual competition is not open to employees of Dennis Publishing Ltd, 

Dual, nor their suppliers, agents or associates. 
eWe regret this competition is open to UK residents only. 
e No cash alternatives will be offered. 
eWe reserve the right to substitute alternative prizes with equal value to these 

shown, in the unlikely event of stock being temporarily unavailable. 
e By-entering the competition you agree to be bound by the rules. 
e All entri�s must be on this official entry coupon. If you do not wish to cut your 

magazine, you may send a photocopy of the page instead. Please note, only one 
entry form per household. 

CHFC 7128 
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TEll US YOUR VIEWS ON HI-FI AND MUSIC. THE BEST lETTER EVERY MONTH WINS AN M-S POlO-SHIRT! 

LETTER Of TBE MONTB 

Low frequency support 
I was delighted to read in Jimmy Hughes's Hints & Tips (HFC 
171, p55) his suggestions for siting subwoofers. He stated that a 
three-sided enclosure built around a subwoofer would not only 
improve its bass output, but also act as a support for a television. 

However, as a REL Q100E is not magnetically shielded, 
surely the television picture would be affected by the subwoofer's 
drive unit? Would it help to make the three-sided enclosure from 
a material of a certain thickness? 
D Pepper, Brighton, E. Sussex 

]immy Hughes replies ... 
REL says that, while it would be unspfe to put a TV directly on 
top of a sub, raising it by a distance of (say) 15 cm or more should 
prevent any effect on the TV picture. However, bear in mind that 
the QlOOE's magnet is much less powerful than those of the 
drivers used in REL's larger s�bs. 

DVD does digital? 
DVD players are being adver­
tised with 20-bit technology. So, 
if I purchased one of models 
currently on sale in the US, 
could I add a budget off-board 
DAC and a jitter reducer to 
challenge CD players up to the 
£500 mark? 

D Hancock, NSW, Australia 

Paul Miller replies ... 
Conventional COs contain a 
16-bit code which should 

receive equal treatment from 
DVD players, or CD players 
utilising 20-bit converters. Both 
kinds of players' digital outputs 
will adhere to the IEC958 spec­
ification, so both will be com­
patible with outboard DACs. 
Importantly, however, the 
S/PDIF data transferred 
between DV DICD player and 
DAC will still be at a J6-bit 
accuracy if derived frorn a 
conventional CD disc. D VD 
digital outputs must also be 
JECJ937-ready to accept the 
compressed audio format 

adopted by film soundtracks. 
For the time being, my advice 
would be to stick with a decent 
integrated CD player. 

Singapore Sony sanity 
I was disappointed with your 
review of the Sony CDP­
X3000ES CD player in HFC 
169. The player's filters were 
described in Paul Miller's 'Oasis 
of Sanity' column on p15, yet 
the review on p67 discussed the 
filters too. I would have liked to 

know whether the transport sec­
tion is the same, or to a lower 
specification, to that employed 
in the CDP-X5000ES. Also, it 
would have been interesting to 
learn of the player's tracking 
ability and susceptibility to 
external vibrations and knocks; 
I gather that fixed-laser trans­
ports are (or were?) below par 
in this respect. 

Can the two digital outputs 
be switched off for better sound 
quality from the internal DAC 
(as on the CDP-X5000ES)? The 
CDP-XA50ES and CDP­
XA30ES also have nine filters 
each, so when you come to 
review these units, please 
remember to report on the other 
aspects and characteristics of 
the players to give a more bal­
anced overall appraisal. 
K Parker, Singapore 
via the Internet 

Paul Miller replies ... 
To the best of my knowledge, 
neither the CDP-XSOOOES, 
CDP-XA 30£S nor the CDP­
XASOES are currently available 
in the UK; although since 
winning this year's EISA CD 
player award, the latter is avail­
able to special order. From 
memory, I do not believe it is 
possible to mute the CD P­
X WOOES's digital output. 

The profnietary 'Fixed Pick­
up Mechanism' was first seen in 
Sony's CDP-X£900£ (HFC 
1 59) and has evolved into 
several strains, one of which is 
fitted to the CDP-X3000ES. An 
early sample of this mechanism 
proued noisy when tested at 
length in my lab, although this 
had no impact on its ability to 
track less-than-perfect discs. I 
have not experienced any fur­
ther technical issues with this 
transport and would continue 
to recommend the CDP­
X3000ES uery highly indeed. 

Abuse of position 
I must take issue with 
Sircom's advice to Mr Banda in 
issue 170 (Help, p31). Surely it 
would be best to experiment 
with the POSITION of the 
speakers- say about 40 cm 
from the rear walls and at 
least 80 cm from the side walls. 

OUR ADDRESS 
The Editor-in-Chief, Hi-Fi Choice, 

19 Bolsover Street, LONDON W1P 7HJ. 
IB 0111-917 5512. 

eEl editor.hifichoice@dennis.co.uk. 
We reserve the right to edit all letters. Concise 

correspondence preferred! All letters must 
include address and daytime 'phone numbers. 

The distance between the speak­
ers should not be more than 2.5 
metres, and they should not be 
toed-in. Then remove the spikes 
and put them on some kind of 
absorption feet to improve the 
bass. I can guarantee that this 
low-cost remedy will improve 
the sound a lot more than by 
replacing the CD player. 
Stefan Fridefors, Goteborg, 
Sweden 
via the Internet 

Alan Sircom replies ... 

it's a good point. But, while 
re-positioning Mr Banda's 
speakers would improve the 
sound slightly, there are what I 
strongly consider to be funda­
mental mis-matches between 
CD, amplifier and speakers -
especially between his CD 
player and amp. These cannot 
be corrected by adjusting the 
position of the speakers. � 

Win threads! 
The best letter every month wins a stylish 

polo-shirt from Mordaunt·Short, 

purveyors of fine loudspeakers. 

Available in black with a discreet sleeve 

logo. One 'large' size fits all. 
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THE GOOD NEWS IS THAT TECHNOLOGY 

IS TRANSFORMING HI-FI ON A DAILY BASIS 

THERE IS NO BAD NEWS. 

You've thought long and hard about choosing the right sound 

system. You think you've found what you're looking for. It looks 

great. It sounds even better. And it's within your budget. So 

how come you stiU have that niggling doubt in the back of your 

mind? Simple. Before you make your final decision, you want to 

be sure that a few years down the line, you're not going to regret 

it. Unlike most hi-fi manufacturers, we understand completely. 

We've already set the standard by offering legendary sound 

quality in every price category. Now we've completely rewritten 

the rules. Because practically every piece of Arcam equipment 

now comes with something that will radically change the way 

you buy hi-fi. A set of pre-defined upgrade paths that aLlow you 

to upgrade your sound system just as soon as technology 

(or your wallet) allows. If you'd like to hear more about 

Arcam's revolutionary upgradeabie components, call now on 

(01223) 203203. 

ARC AM 

Please send 111e the 11a111e o{nty neat·est authorised dealer aud infonnaiion on: 

Arcam amplifiers 0 Arcam CD players & DACs 0 Arcam tuners 0 Arcam home theatre 0 all Arcam products 0 

Title First Name(s) 

Surname 

Address 

Postcode 
Bad8Y(HFC 1 2197) 

In Australia: Srolmack Audio Pry. Ltd., PO. Box 162. Lindfidd. N.S.W .. 2070. Td: (612) 9416 4799. 

In Canacb: Emt'rald Audio Resourct=s. RIU, Palgravc. Ont:trio, LON \PO. Td: (905) 880 7170. 

In New Zealand: Avalon Audio, 587 Molllll Eden Rd .. Auckland. Tel: (09) 369 9000. 

In South Afnca: Ht-Fi Specialists. Durban Road 155, Udlville. 7535. Tel: (021) 946 1-1-41. 

In USA: Audiophi!t." Systems Ltd., 8709 Castle Park Drive, lndianapolis, Indiana -l6256. 1Cl:(3!7) 8-l9 7103. 

Clip the coupo11 and relllm to Arca111, Pentbroke Avetttte, Cmnbrir/,€e CB5 9PB, En<�lmtd . Or telephone: (01223) 203203 and q11ote our riference Bad8Y. 
Or e-111ail us m: cusrserv@arcalll.co.uk 



� Global Village shopping 
Hi-Pi Choice is sold all over the 

world, but prices of equipment 

often vary greatly in different 

parts of the globe. A very good 

(but infuriating) example is in 
Singapore. In the UK, Mission 
735i speakers cost £650 while 

Acoustic Energy AE109 are 

£350. That makes the Missions 

about twice the price of the 

AEs. But here in Singapore they 

are both about the same price 

-around S$1,500. 

Exchange rates explain the 

price for the Missions, but not 
the AEs. This makes it very dif­

ficult for me to interpret your 

group tests that are delineated 

by price. The Missions and 
AEs, for example, would most 

likely be in two different price 

groups, say below £500 (AE) 

and above £500 (Mission). So if 

the AEs get a Best Buy in their 

own category while the 

Missions get a Recommended, 

where do I go? 
I would suggest that in 

future group rests, you give an 
absolute score for sound qual­

ity regardless of price, for every 

product tested. 

I am a happy convert from 

What Hi-Pi? so please keep up 

the good work! 
1 Tan, Singapore 
via the Internet 

National Lampoon 
A few observations on the 

national characteristics of 

European hi-fi magazines. In 

the Netherlands, where I live, 

you can get Dutch, German and 

English magazines. The 

Dutch don't really have an 

opinion: "if you spend enough 
money, you can't buy 

bad equipment". The Germans 

are very critical but the result is 

much the same: " everything 

that claims to be good is good". 
(Funny how German products 

are always a bit better than 

others.) The English are enthu­
siastic about every new English 

product, and sometimes 
about others, but lose interest 
as time passes. (The same 
product loses appeal as new 
products enter the market). 
]. van den Broek, Netherlands 

via the Internet 

Stan Vincent replies ... 
Tn years to come, sociologists 
will define nations by their 
approach to hi-fi. National 
dress won't get a look-in ... 

HI-FI CHOICE 

Whither Naim Audio? 
I am a great fan of Nairn equip­

ment, and note that your 
Consultant Editor, Paul 

Me ssenger, regularly uses 
Naim gear while reviewing 

speakers. Given this fact I do 
not understand why the maga­

zine has reviewed so few Nairn 

products. For instance, the 

CDS CD player and NAC52 

preamp are not mentioned in 

your Directory. 

As a proud owner of a CDS 

(I couldn't find anything that 

came close for ability) I would 
like to know why! 

R Kirkbride, via the Internet 

A/an Sircom replies ... 
We have reviewed both the 

CDS and NAC 52. The latter in 

The Collection, Winter 1990-

91; the former m The 
Collection, Winter 1992-1993. 

Both products have undergone 
dramatic improvements since 
their inception; however, Naim 

does not make a big fuss about 
this, and as a consequence we 

have not had the opportunity to 

review these very fine 

products on a regular basis. 

Is size not important? 
In your review of the B&W 
DM603 in HFC 170, you seem 
uncertain whether they are 
worth £200 more than the 
DM602. You state that the 

DM602 could have the edge, 

but award the DM603 a Best 

Buy tag. Can you explain why? 

N Taylor 

South Ockenden, Essex 

Paul Messenger replies ... 
The DM603 did exceptionally 
well in the blind tests; the 
DM602 didn't stand out so 

clearly. The models in a group 

test define the standards for 
that test, which 
won't always stay 

consistent from 
one group test to 
the next. 

Ultimately, it 
remains well nigh 
impossible to com-

pare a floorstander and stand­

mount, even when (as here) 
they contain very similar ingre­

dients, because the stand itself 
is a major price/performance 

variable. With the right stand 
and under some room condi­
tions I believe the DM602 
could more than match the DM 

603, though I haven't put the 

two head-to-head. 

Good things come ..• 

For two years I've tried every­

thing to get my Cambridge 
Audio DACmagic 1 to sound 

good. My transport is a Teac 

Tl. I won't tell you how many 
tweaks I have tried. Then, at 
last, a miracle happened. I 

found a new cable with a trans­

former in it, to connect between 

my transport and DAC. Now 

the soundstage is great and the 

tone is sweet. The cable is 

called Digitrans, and is made in 

Paris by HIFI-dbles. But when 

I tried it on a Krell MD-2 trans­

port there was no improve­
ment. Why? 

B Stephanus, Geneva 

via the Tnternet 

Paul Miller replies ... 

Why buy a product and then 
wait two years before you like 
the sound of it? Tdeally, 1 would 
recommend buying equipment 
auditioned in your own system, 
if only to avoid these issues of 

incompatibility. Your problem 

is due to circulating RF interfer­

ence from the DA CMagic's 

direct-coupled digital input and 

the correctly-engineered 7 5-

Ohm output of the Teac Tl. 
The Krell transport, with 

which I am not familiar, may 
not have a 75 Ohm output 

impedance and, therefore, may 
be misterminated when driving 

the 'Digitrans'. 

RFI murders CD 
A gold star to Mr Secret 

for coming to my 
defence after your non­
committal response to 
my letter concerning the 
sound quality of FM 
radio compared with 
CD. ('Kenwood come­
back', p35, HPC 171.) 

I have solved the 

problem after reading 
about the evils of RFI 
(R a d i o  F r e q u e n c y  
Interference) in another 
magazine. I bought a 
pair of 'pure Henry', 

WRITE ON 

inserted them into the speaker 

leads and now all the harshness 

from CD replay has gone. CD 

replay is now finer than the 

sound from my tuner and LP 

records. 

I am not going to buy a 

£1,000 CD player as suggested. 

Instead, I will spend money on 

a Musical Fidelity X-DAC and 

Theta ji tter reducer. 

What we need from hi-fi 

magazines are more articles on 

the cause of poor sound quality 

in CD, and less nonsense about 
buying more equipment that 

merely transfers a problem 

from one place to another. 

R 1 Smith, Goring-by- Sea, W. 
Sussex 

Paul Miller replies ... 

Regular readers of Hi-Fi 
Choice will be familiar with my 

'Oasis of Sanity' column which 

addresses these very issues. In 
HFC 159 we discussed the 
effect of a CD player's ultra­

sonic output on amplifier per­
formance, and in HFC 167 we 

looked specifically at the sus­

ceptibility of amplifiers to RFI. 

For the last eight years or so, all 

of my amplifier reviews have 

included a test for R F suscepti­
bility. Mr Smith may also care 
to read HFC 165 where the effi­
cacy (or otherwise) of various 
so-called jitter busters was 
demonstrated. Or perhaps Mr 

Smith was confusing Hi-Fi 
Choice with another magazine? 

Pod-ness abounds 
In the 'Accessories' feature of 
your July/ August edition (HFC 
168, p38), I wonder why there 

was no mention of the 
Reference International Air 

Pods. I bought 16 of these 
devices two years ago. They are 

expensive but, collectively, 

have made the biggest per­
ceived improvement to my sys­

tem since I started on the hi-fi 

trail over 20 years ago. 
R K Fox, Radcliffe-on- Trent, 

· Notts 

A/an Sircom replies ... 
T evaluated these components 
privately. I did not find them to 
be significantly better than 

cheaper products fulfilling a 

similar role. At the time of com­
piling the feature in HFC 168, 
it was not possible to obtain 
fresh samples of this product. 
However, we are glad you have 
found them useful. 
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So you think hi-fi can't 

sound good and look 

good? Richard Black 

visits an aesthetic hi-fi 

heaven in the home of a 

Czech furniture designer. 

W
hen a man owns a room full 

of impressive hi-fi, and calls 

that room his 'showroom', 

usually it means he's a hi-fi 

salesman. But in the case of Vladimir, our 

host this month, the hi-fi is actually the only 

thing he hasn't designed. Through his com­

pany, Bohemian Designs, he creates eclec­

tic furniture and interiors, including carpets. 

In honour of the latter, as laid in his room, 

he politely offered me a pair of soft slippers 

when I arrived. 

So did he select his hi-fi for its looks? 

"I'm not technical," he replies. "I can just 

about set up a cartridge, but that's it. All I'm 

after is the best sound I can afford. I cer­

tainly care more about what the boxes look 

like than what's in them, but how it per­

forms is even more important." 

Not that the looks are anything to be 

ashamed of. The Michell Gyro Dec is 

renowned as one of the most elegant pieces 

of hi-fi ever produced, and the EAR G88 

preamp is a rather tasteful item, too. The 

loudspeakers have the makings of beauty, 

but incongruously combine Bohemian 

Design panels (housing Apogee ribbon drive 

units, originally from Duetta Signature 

speakers), finished in Vladimir's favourite 

burr walnut, with a pair of bass cabi-

---" 
nets from original B&W 80ls, in 

mahogany veneer. Replacement 

....;, ________ _....._, bass enclosures are apparently on 

the way, promising improve­

ments in sound and aesthetics 

Vladimir's background is not 

notable for its hi-fi connections. He 

was brought up in communist 

Czechoslovakia, and was "initiated 

into hi-fi by a friend in Prague, who is 

now a resident in Germany. He owned a 

superb hi-fi system, sited in a dedicated � 
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Mordaunt·Short 

'The MS2oi Pearls are outstanding speakers 

The low-md is tight yet well extmded, treble is 

crisp, and the mid-range sounds as open and 

natural as you could wish. Fast, revealing and 

seamlessly integrated from top to bottom, ... 

Get it right, and these are the best speakers 

£200 can buy'' 
WHAT HI-FI? October 1997 *** 

A Little 
"Standmounters that sound simply huge- the most 

complete speakers you can get at the price." 
WHAT H1-F1? Awards 1997 

The MS20i Pearl is a further celebration of 
Mordaunt-Short's 30th Birthday and, like the 
MS I Oi Pearl and the MS251 Pearl, has been born 
from a lasting dedication towards new technol­
ogy and a fearless, open minded approach 
towards original thinking and innovation. In 
short, the Pearl Series encapsulates all the ideals 
that have ensured Mordaunt-Short's success over 
the last 30 years. 

Worthy of the 'Highly Recommended' accolade 
at the 1997 What Hi-Fi7 Awards, the MS20i 
Pearl features a painstakingly developed moulded 
cone and surround using patented MCS5 
technology to ensure a clean, seamless transition 
to our acclaimed gold anodised aluminium 
tweeter. This provides the listener with stunning 
clarity and detail in both the mid-band and 
treble. The inclusion of a new, bi-wireable cross­
over with distributed component resonances 
reduces signal cross-talk and colouration at the 
normally troublesome cross-over frequencies, 
resulting in an impeccably realistic sound-stage 
image. In addition, the cabinet has been retuned 
to provide a deeper, cleaner, more forceful bass. 

All this translates into a speaker that What Hi-Fi? 
describes as being "Taut, clean, weighty and 
above all highly musical", we like to describe it as 
"A Little Gem". 

For your FREE copy of this review and a FREE 
Mordaunt-Short literature pack, including details 
on the Music Series i loudspeakers, Home 
Entertainment loudspeakers, Performance 
loudspeakers and the V Series loudspeakers, 
CALL FREE NOW on 032 I 506550 (24 hours) 

http://www.mordaunt-short.com 



ous about CD. In fact, he bought this CD 
player, his first, only because so many 
recordings are no longer available on LP. 
"As CD players go, it's a very good one," 
says Vladimir, "but still I prefer LP. I feel 
that the analogy between LP and CD is a 
bit like that between a photograph and a 
reproduction in a newspaper of a photo­
graph; as you get closer to the former you 
see more detail, but as you get closer to the 
latter you just see dots, although from a 
distance it can look quite convincing. 

"As for this business about LPs suffering 

INSPIRATIONS 

from noise and scratches, I find that these ated by this system. Although Vladimir eau-
effects decrease considerably with really tioned me that the imaging is a bit 'one-
good replay equipment. One thing I've seat', in fact I felt (by comparison with 
noticed with scratches and ticks particularly most hi-fi systems) that it's highly forgiving 
is that on a good recording the music of listening position. Yes, if one sits well off 

listening room in his basement. His father appears to come from all around the area of the centre axis the image is distorted, but 
had a job that involved foreign travel, and the speakers, but ticks are generally then the same situation arises when one 
he would come home with exotic hi-fi localised in one or both speakers. This gives sits in the cheap seats around the sides of 
equipment and records not readily available us a spatial

.
tool to help filter them out. the Royal Festival Hall, and in much the 

locally. My friend listened to symphonies Anyway, the odd tick is no more offensive same way. Still, in the 'hot seat' the stereo 
and Wagner operas on a Michell Hydraulic than a cough or a creaking chair at a con- image is really about as good as it gets. I 
turntable, and later a Linn Sondek, .----------------------, can't help feeling that the line-source 
through Luxman valve amplifiers and .f ribbon speakers (with their very low 
large Allison speakers. crossover frequency to the bass cabi-

"1 was fascinated by this, but of nets) contribute to this significantly. 
course couldn't buy any equipment Apart from a hint of bass boom just now 
myself. But when my friend got his and then, the system is highly neutral 
Sondek in about 1978, I bought his and never seems strained dynamically. 
Michell, and brought it with me when I However, this outfit is equally adept 
moved to England in 1982. When I with less bombastic musical perfor-
arrived I didn't have much money, but mances, for example the last movement 
eventually I managed to buy the B&W of Janacek's first string quartet, 
801s, and in the mid-'80s was listening recorded live in Prague in 1979 ("a per-
to these driven by a Hitachi amplifier. fectly behaved Prague audience- you 
Well, that's hardly an ideal partnering don't know they're there until they 
and it didn't sound great. After a while I applaud!"). In this system's portrayal, 
replaced the Hitachi with a Hailer preamp cert. And really, many of my LPs dating each instrument seems believably posi-
and XL280 power amp, which at last gave from the '60s and '70s are of fantastic qual- tioned and faithfully captured. I have no 
my recordings the 'third dimension'." ity with hardly a blemish. If they've been idea how it would perform with heavy 

The Gyro Dec was the next upgrade, carefully made and looked after, there's no metal or rap, but let's just say that, having 
running at first with the classic pairing of reason why they should be scratchy." arrived with the intention of conducting a 
SME 3009 arm and Shure V15 cartridge. To complete the system there's a pair of fairly swift interview and departing, I was 
Next came an SME V to replace the 3009, Jecklin Float headphones, and cables from very late for my next appointment! � 

initially with a Dynavector XX-1 cartridge Supra, Bespoke Audio and Cardas. "The Editor's Note: Bohemian Designs can be contacted care 
("not at all bad; I still have it as a spare") Jecklins get quite a lot of use these days. ofRichardB/ackat the Hi-Fi Choice office. 
and later a Lyra Parnassus. The Gyro Dec, Before my son was born I would listen for 
SME V and Parnassus are still running per- hours a day on speakers; now, sometimes I 
fectly, though the motor unit has benefited go for a week Without using them." Not that 
from the recent addition of an electronic young Tomas, when he came into the room 
power supply. at the end of our listening session, seemed 

Unusual ears 
Further up the chain is a rare EAR G88 pre­
amplifier, added in 1990. "I'd say that the 
cartridge and the preamp are the true stars 
of this system. In fact I bought the preamp 
a year or so after getting a pair of EAR 519 
power amps." The 519s gave way in time 
to the more powerful 549s which skulk 
threateningly beneath the very smart equip­
ment tables- but no Mana effect here' I 
was particularly taken with the turntable 
table. Perhaps granite might sound better, 
but Czech red marble is rather splendid. 

The new conrad-johnson CD player (DR-
1 transport and D/A-2b DAC) might give 
the impression that Vladimir is pretty seri-

HI-Fl CHOICE 

perturbed by a spot of Charlie Mingus. 

Classical gold 
Vladimir's tastes are focused almost 
entirely on classical music, with a bit of 
jazz by way of contrast. I confess to having 
coveted several of his LPs containing 20th 
Century orchestral and chamber music, 
which make up a good percentage of his 
1 ,000-plus LP collection. We kicked off 
with Prokofiev's first violin concerto played 
by Kyung-Wha Chung, with the LSO under 
Previn. "The violin's a bit too close, really, 
but it's a superb orchestral recording by 
Decca. I think they had the best orchestral 
sound, on balance." And indeed there's a 
wonderful sense of space and presence ere-
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" ... nothing much can touch the ES30s. Like all Epos speakers they 

have stunning drive and rhythmic ability, here allied to floor shaking 

bass drive and a breathtaking presence in the treble and mid band. Even 
really complex mixes are handled with ease and their ability with the 

scale and power of a full orchestra is never in question, ... the ES30s are 

just awesome. Start saving now ... " 

WHAT H1·F1? AWARDS 1997 

THE EP0S E530s WERE THE ONLY HIGfi-ENO LOUDSPEAKERS TO RECEIVE A "HIGHLY RECOMMENDED" AT THE 

WHAT H�F1? AWARDS 1997 

"The ES30 reproduces some gorgeous liquid treble ... where the clarity 

is awesomely realistic, .. :it wouldn't hang together without a great 

midrange, and it's beautifully coherent, presenting vocals very 

naturally." 

WHAT Ht•F1?, OctoBER 1997 �**** 

If you'd like details of the ES30 

and our full product range ... 

CALL FREE NOW on 0321 506550 

(24 hours) 

Epos Acoustics 
3 Ridgway, Havant, Hampshire, 

P09 1JS Great Britain 

Tel: +44 (0) 1705 407722 

Fax: +44 (0) 1705 400099 

http:/ jwww.epos-acoustics.com 



COMPETITION 

UP fOR ADS 
£1,500 worth of NAD gear to give away! 
A. cool NAD system could be yours if you can 

answer the absurdly easy question in the box 

nearby. In our First Prize this month, we're giving 

away the NAD 312 integrated amplifier (Best Buy HFC 171, 

£199.95), coupled with a 533 turntable (£219.95), 412 

tuner (£189.95), 512 CD player (£249.95) and 613 cassette 

deck (£229.95); plus a pair of 801 loudspeakers (£99.95). 

In the shops these classic components would cost you 

nearly £1,200, but from the finest hi-fi magazine in the 

world - nowt! (Even if you're not the luckiest four-leafed 

clover-owner in Luckville, you could still win one of two 

NAD 312 integrated amps, our Second Prizes.) 

The 312 traces its lineage to NAD's classic 3020 amp of 

yore, and incorporates pre-out and power-in socketry for 

maximum flexibility. The 512 CD player is a strictly mini­

malist design, while the 533 turntable is a straightforward, 

purist design with a Rega-made tonearm and Gold ring 

Elektra cartridge. The award-winning 412 tuner has 24 pre­

sets and tunes in 25kHz increments for precise signal 

searching. NAD's 613 cassette deck features accurately­

aligned high-quality tape heads, and the 801 mini-monitor 

speakers are designed to work with budget amps without 

sacrificing loudness or finesse. Don't delay, enter today! 

HI-PI CHOICE 

.-.OW.roBNTia--- -� 
I Answer the question below by circling the correct answer, then fill in 

your name, address and day-time telephone number in the spaces 

given below. Please remember to tell us whether you are over 18 

I 
I 
I 

years of age. 

1'01'1' '1'101 BN'I'In' FORM TO: 

Hi-Fi Choice Competition (CHFC712A) 

Bradley Pavilions, 

Bradley Stoke North, 

Bristol 8512 OBQ 

1 A// entries must arrive by first post, Thursday December 4th, 1997. 

1 TBE QUESTION 
To what dou the :NAD 312 ll'ace its lineage? 

I a) NAD's classic 3020 amp of yore 

b) Dad's jurassic 20/20 vision through the door 

I c) A lad's boracic life on the floor 

d) The blue whale in London's Science Museum 

I YOUR DETAILS 

1 Name 
__ __________ ____________________ ____ ___ 

Job Title -------------------------------------

1 CompanyName 
________________________________ _ 

Address (inc. postcode) __ ________________________ _ 

I 
Day-time Telephone Number-------------------------1 0 Please tick here if you are under 18 

0 Please tick here if you do not wish to receive any further information about other 

I products or services 

Please tick one only of the following, 

I D Are you a current subscriber? OR 

0 Are you a regular reader? OR 

I 0 Are you an occasional reader? 

1 COMPETITION RULES 
o The Closing Date for this competition is Thursday December 4th, 1997. 

I o Winners of the NAD competition will be judged from all correct entries submitted, 

and drawn at random after the Closing Date. 

o Winners will be notified by post. 

I o The Editor's decision is final and no correspondence will be entered into. 

o The NAD competition is not open to employees of Dennis Publishing Ltd, Audio 

I Club Ltd, nor their suppliers, agents or associates. 

oWe regret this competition is open to UK residents only. 

oNo cash alternatives will be offered. 

I 
I 
I 
I 

oWe reserve the right to substitute alternative prizes with equal value to these 

shown, in the unlikely event of stock being temporarily unavailable. 

o By entering the competition you agree to be bound by the rules. 

o All entries must be on this official entry coupon. If you do not wish to cut your 

magazine, you may send a photocopy of the page instead. Please note, only one 

entry form per household. 

CHFC 712A 







Alan Sircom is here to answer your hi-fi queries this month. 
A.1TDK Every letter published wins a TDK SA 90 tape worth approx. £2.39! Ten tapes for our Ouery of the Month! � ® 
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Rotel' s Return 

I am in the process of upgrading. I now have the basis of my new 

system: two new Rote! RB-981 (bridged) power amps controlled 
by an RC-971 preamp. They are feeding rather ancient Mordaunt­
Short Pageant !Is from a Yamaha CDX-460 CD player. Before I 

replace the speakers, I would like to replace the CD player. 
My taste in music is classical- mainly chamber music 
and choral works. I have been advised by my dealer to 
buy the Rote! RCD-975BX CD player, but the reviews 
have not been good. Should I go for something 
different? My budget is up to around £800. I will 

probably end up with Castle or Ruark speakers at 
about the same price. 
Lloyd Daniels, via the Internet 

I would disagree about the quality of the Rote/ RCD-
975BX player. It's a fine machine and a perfect 
match for your amplification. You could spend an 
extra £400 on a better CD player- the Acurus 
ACD11, Marantz CD-17 and Cyrus dAD3Q spring 
to mind- but I feel that you would be better off 
spending the balance on a four-tier Mana table and 

good-quality cables such as Cable Talk Studio 2 

interconnects and Talk 3.1 speaker cable. 

Then you can turn your attention to loudspeakers. Given 
your. taste in music, the Castle Harlechs, Rogers Studio 7, ProAc 

Studio .100 and Ruark Talisman JJ are all worth a look. One of 
these is bound to suit you. 

HI-FI CHOICE 



Voltage vexation 

Does anyone know if a Marantz CD-17 for 220V supply in 
Europe can be used on 240v supply in the UK? 
Frank Chenne/1, via the Hi-Fi Choice Website 

Formally, Europe has harmonised its mains power to 230V. The 

rest of Europe raised its voltage by 1 OV, while we dropped 

ours by 1 QV. In reality, nothing has changed. 

The Marantz you mention will be fine in the UK. While it 

may be slightly sonically advantageous to have an original 

240V version (if such a thing exists) of a hi-fi component, 

using 220V versions will not cause any physical problems. 

Using 11 OV devices in the UK without some form of voltage 

adjustment is definitely not recommended, though! 

Hl-FI CHOICE 

lliBD 

Bal'gain basement boxes 

My system consists of a Marantz CD-46 CD player, Ken wood 
KA-3020SE amplifier, Marantz SD-40 cassette deck and Pioneer 
SP-520 speakers. l want to upgrade the speakers to something that 
would be a better match for the rest of my system. 

My short-list includes the Tannoy M2, B&W DM601 and 

Mordaunt-Short MSlOi Pearl. Which would you suggest? Also, 

would speaker cables such as Cable Talk be suitable for my 
system? I listen to reggae, soul and jazz-funk. 

igel Dexter, Birmingham 

The trouble is, all three speakers are exceptionally good for the 
money. At £200, the DM601 is going to be considerably better 
than the other two £140 speakers. Yet, we feel that a pair of 
cheaper models -like the Tannoy and M-S speakers you 
mention and also the B&W DM302, the Mission 731 Pro and 

Tangent Monitor 9- will work 

better in your system. 

Which one is best? 

Only you can say. Get 
thee to a dealer 
immediately and 
listen to at least 
two of these 

models side by 
side in a system 

similar to your 
own. If you can, 

spend some extra 

money on good-quality 
sand-filled speaker stands 
and Cable Talk cables. 
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Experience the ultimate soun_lLwith 

Your FREE Jest CD 

How to claim your FREE Test & Burn-In CO 
To guarantee your FREE Test & Burn-In CD 

simply complete and return the subscription 

form below within 7 days. Return the form to 

Hi-Fi Choice Subscriptions, FREEPOST WD7, 

Bristol BS12 OBR (no stamp required). 

____ij_u_arante_eJile____ullimate souml _____ _ 

Subscribe to Hi-Fi Choice within 7 days and discover how to 

finely tune your system with your FREE XLO Reference 

Recordings Test & Burn-In CD. This new test CD will put your 

system under the spotlight and tell you how it's performing 

pin-pointing any weak areas which need attending to. 

__ lREE Jest&_ Burn-In GlLqnality_sruuuLgnarant ...... ee.__: _ 

0 Improve the accoustics of your living room 

0 Achieve better imaging 

0 Improve stereo separation 

g Ensure your speakers are properly 

wired/placed 

� Get cleaner and clearer sound by 

demagnetising your system 

� Get maximum burn-in effectiveness 

� Listen to various classical, jazz and cabaret 

musical tracks 

The XLO Reference Recordings Test & Bum-In COs have been provided by XLO Electric Cn, USA, 

manufacture" of high quality cables and interconnects, in assoc�tion with its UK distributor, Wollaton Audio. 

'-'-'-.;..;..;...;...;..;.,� WOLLATON AUDIO, 134 Parkside, Wollaton, Nottingham NG8 2NP. '!l' 0115 928 4147 

HI- FI Choice FREE Test & Burn-In CD Subscription Form �� r���m�� 
0 Please start my Hi-Fi Choice subscription from the next �lable issue and send me my FREE Test & Bum-In CO. 

or 0 I am already a subscriber, please extend my Hi-Fi Choice subscription and send me my FREE Test & Bum-In CO. 

YOUR SUBSCRIPTION 

Direct Debit payment 0 Only £14.97 every six issues (UK only) 

Cheque or CrediVDebit Card payment 12 issues 0 UK £29.97 0 Europe £43.99 0 World £56.99 

YOUR DETAILS 

Mr/Mrs/Miss Forename Sumame 

Address 

Postcode Davtime phone 

YOUR CHOICE OF PAYMENT 

Complete section (j) Direct Debit ® Cheque or @ Credit /Debit Card 

CD 0 I would like to subscribe by Direct DebH for just £14.97 every six issues (UK only) 

� lnslructfon to your Bank or Building Socfety to pay by Dln!cl Debit �8'� 
I'IMN Ill in 1he form and send to: Dennis Publishing Ltd. FREEPOST W07. Bristol 8512 OBR. 

Nlllll_. ful postal addr8D of your Bank or Building Society Originator's Identification Number 

® 0 I enclose a cheque made payable to: Dennis Publishing Um�ed 

@ 0 Please charge my: 0 Visa 0 Access/Mastercard 0 AMEX 0 Switch (Issue No. _ ) 

Card Number I I I I 11 I I I 11 I I I 11 I I I 11 I I I 
Expiry date rn rn 

Signed 

0 Pleaseiodieatehere�youOOnolwiShtorecewedetallsol 

furtherspeoaloffersornewprocU;ts. 

Today's date 

P711 

IN A HURRY? CALL THE CREDIT CARD HOTLINE NOW ON 



Eclecticism down under 

As a forward-come-sideways sort of upgrade, I 
inrend to change my Cyrus Ill amp to the new Pioneer 

A-300R Precision. My reason for the change is down to pure 
frustration with one of the Cyrus's 3mm speaker sockets, which I 
had to have repaired recently. Overall I am happy with the Cyrus 
sound, and I seek more of the same but without continuing hassle. 

My other components are: Myryad MC100 CD player and hi­
wired Mission 780SE speakers on Atacama S£24 stands, all wired 
with Soniclink cable. 

Is the Precision a good match for the Myryad? Also, which 
loudspeakers would you recommend for a future upgrade? My 
eclectic taste in music ranges from The Eagles and 10cc to Enya, 
Dire Straits and Lisa Stansfield. 
David Hancock, Sydney, Australia 

The Precision is a fine amplifier for your system though not as 
ballsy-sounding as the Cyrus. While the matching Pioneer 
Precision CD player is a better option here, the combination with 
the mature-sounding Myryad player should prove highly 
listenable. 

An upgrade from the Mission 780SE depends on a number of 
factors, such as the size, shape and construction of the listening 
room and your ultimate budget. That said, speakers like the 
Musical Technology Harrier and the new Acoustic Precision 
Eikos FRl should offer a much greater degree of musical insight. 
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Low-Dying Kytes 

I have recently upgraded my CD player and amplifier with a 

Marantz CD-63 Mk I I  KT Signature and an Orelle SA-100. My 
speakers are Rega Kytes which are excellent miniatures. However, 
I am looking for speakers with a bigger all-round performance. 
I've auditioned the Epos ES14 and was impressed by the bass 
extension but found the treble a bit restrained. 

Could you comment on matching the Epos ES14 to my system, 
and recommend any alternatives, either large stand-mounts or 
floorstanders? Could you also suggest any suitable cables and 
interconnects? My budget is about £800. 

B McKoy, Bedford 

The ES14s were designed to work with a Nairn NAP 250 power 
amplifier, which has a much brighter sound amplifier than the 

SA-100. As a result, the ES14 might sound a little too dark. 
Likewise most speakers will sound restrained in the treble after 
Rega Kytes, but ultimately small variations in tonal presentation 
are less important than overall resolution of dynamics, timing 
and low level information. 

Compare the ES14s with some of the following; Linn Keilidh,. 
Mission 753 Freedom and Monitor Audio MA703PMC. Of 
course, you could always improve the bass extension of your 
Rega Kytes with the addition of one or even two REL Q-.1 OOe 

sub woofers. This would keep the feel of your existing system but 
add the extra depth you crave. 
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Link on weak link? 

My current system is as follows: 

Arcam Alpha 8 CD player, Alpha 9/9P 

amps, Yamaha E-390 processor, Mission 

753F (front speakers), 75C (centre), 751F 

(rears), QED Silver Profile 12 Speaker Cable. At the 

moment I have van den Hul The First interconnect between CD 

and amp- what a great cable ... 

However, between the two amps I have Cable Talk Monitor 2. I 

feel this is the weak link so would like to upgrade it. Could you 

suggest a good cable? 

Also, I like surround sound and I am thinking about buying an 

Alpha SP power amp to run the centre and rear channels. Has 

anyone tried this and does it make a worthwhile difference? Any 
comments are more than welcome! 
Mark Watkins, via the Hi-Pi Choice Website 

First, the cables. While we wouldn't call Monitor 2 a weak link, 
we believe that you should stick to cables with a similar design 
and outlook, which usually means staying with the same brand 

name. We would suggest using a brace of vdH carbon cables, 
eventually replacing all interconnects with The First, if your 
wallet can stand it. That said, using a £21 0 interconnect between 
a £500 integrated amplifier and £400 power amplifier seems to 
be bizarre budgeting. But if you already have a set of The First 
and you love them, who are we to argue? 

For similar compatibility reasons to the cabling, you should 

buy an Alpha 9P for the centre and front, to match the tonal 
balance of the rest of the sys(em. The 8P has a softer, warmer 
sound than the 9P and would sound a bit mis-matched. 
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Where do I go from here? 

I have just purchased Pioneer's Precision 
amplifier and CD player, with Goerrz M2 

cable and an Atacama Elegance 3 

equipment rack. I've kept hold of my 

Musical Fidelity X-lOD, with Sonic Link 

Silver Pink to connect CD to X-lOD and 

Cable Talk Advanced from X-lOD to 

amplifier. Finally, my speakers are Castle 

Severns. I think it sounds beautiful, but 

what do you think? 

P Hambry, Isle of Wight 

If you like the sound of your system, why change? You may want 

to upgrade the equipment stand to a Townshend SSS (Seismic Sink 

Stand), as this seems to be a perfect foil for the 

whole Pioneer Precision sound. You may 

also want to go the whole Pioneer 

Precision hog, tvith a pair of Eikos 

loudspeakers allied to a good 
REL subwoofer (see Ear 

Waxings this month); also, 
for maximum resolution, 

try replacing the X-.10D 
with Acoustic Precision 

Eikos interconnect. 
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.,. Whither JM Labs? 

I have recently upgraded my CD player to a Rote! RCD975 but 

the rest of my system is still a remnant of mismatched purchases 

from back in the '80s. It consists of a JVC JA-522 amplifier and 
Wharfedale Glendale speakers. An upgrade to QED Qudos 
speaker cable improved things but the rest of the rig does no 
justice to the RCD975. 

Recently I auditioned a pair of JM Labs speakers in Holland 

through the Rote! RC970BX MKII and RA970BX pre-power 
amplifier and liked it a lot, but have not been able to find a dealer 
in England or Ireland. 

Can you recommend any other suitable speakers? I listen 

mainly to jazz and classical. I like my music derailed and ofren 
listen at low volume in the evenings. 
Philip Tran, via the Internet 

Fortunately, your worries are over. }M Labs now has a British 
distributor, in the guise of Sound Image UK 1!: (0181) 255 6868. 
Sound Image will be able to point you in the direction of a good 
dealer. Add these speakers to the Rote! amplifiers you like and 
you will have the makings of a great system. 
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MICROMEGA SOLO CD PLAYER STATEMENTS 

So high, Solo 
Micromega has a new, improved high-end CO contender. Alan Sircom test-drives the Solo . 

.A. few years ago, Micromega 

enjoyed a very high profile as 

purveyor of high-end CD elec­

tronics to the great and good. 

Micromega's Classic Line CD 

players were musical and exciting, light years 

ahead of the competition for sheer lyricism. 

But then the Classic Line's Solo, Duo and Trio 

fell foul of European Union CE marking reg­

ulations, and all required considerable mod­

ifications to get past some of the more 

Draconian parts of the certification process. 

So a major redesign was on the cards. 

The original plan was to retire the products 

for a season, before they re-emerged, CE­

marked and better than ever. Unfortunately 

it turned out that there was more to this task 

than first expected, so the products took a 

long sabbatical and will now enjoy a radical 

relaunch. The Duo is gone, having been 

replaced by the Data transport 

and Dialogue DAC. The Trio 

is gone too, and unfortu­

nately it wi 11 not be 

replaced. But the 

Solo continues -

albeit in name 

only. 

T h e n e w  

Solo (£2,750) 
is very different 

from its prede­

cessor. lt doesn't 

look too different, 

however, and afi­

cionados will recog­

nise the distinctive top­

loading mechanism with 

clear acrylic cover. But the new 

model features a centrally-mounted 

mechanism and more rounded styling. 

The die-cast CDM 12 industrial-quality 

CD mechanism is fitted with a unique float­

ing suspension that has the longest trans­

port screws known to man. All of these fac­

tors conspire to make the Solo much less 

fussy about partnering equipment supports 

than any of its predecessors, although it 

tends to prefer the more up-market tables of 

the Mana, RATA, DNM Reson or 

Townshend ilk. 

As you'll find with most top-loading 

designs, the player's disc-clamping puck is 

not fixed to the top cover. However, it is con­

nected to a mat of carbon-fibre, from which 

it has an alarming propensity for detaching 

itself. Not the kind of problem one expects to 

encounter at this price-point. 
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The presence 

of Philips com­

ponents is not 

restricted to 

the CD mech­

anism. Under 

the hood you'll 

f i n d  P h i l i p s '  

T D A 1 5 4 7 

the machine, deployed 

in conjunction with an 

eight-times-oversampling digi-

tal filter and fourth-order noise shaper. lt 

uses M icromega's own 'low-phase-noise 

master clock' oscillator. 

And, just downstream from the unit's 

output sockets, lurks a Class A output stage 

which is rumoured to be capable of more 

than one amp's current supply. There are 

both XLR balanced and single-ended phono 

outputs, and the coaxial digital output is 

switchable. 

In keeping with many high-end products, 

the elegant-looking Solo needs a few days to 

run in before it will perform at its best -

maybe to negate the effect of being skew­

ered with those long transit screws! But just 

a day or two after being moved and plugged 

in again, it's right back on form. And when it 

is on form, it seems like a force to be reck­

oned with in the digital world. 

Micromega' s melliDuous midband 
More than almost every CD player I've heard 

to date, the Micromega produces a mid­

band bereft of digital unpleasantness. lt 

offers the greatest degree of transparency 

I've heard from hi-fi. Even if that was all the 

Micromega Solo had to offer, it would be 

more than commendable. 

Fortunately, the rest of the frequency 

range is pretty hot, too. There is a touch of 

fine granularity to the treble that Paul Miller 

dubs 'dirty digits', which does propose the 

Solo more for the rock canon than the clas­

sical. Otherwise the sound is wonderfully 

musical. Bass lines are well proportioned; 

grunt and depth are balanced nicely. A 

sense of charming naturalness pervades the 

Solo and everything it touches. Add to this a 

bouncy, infectious sense of rhythm, and that 

expansive, lyrical mid-band, and you have 

sound quality that is hard to beat. 

To draw a parallel with the world of 

music, this is the kind of CD player that Phi I 

Spector would have produced. Everything is 

larger than life and casts a wide soundstage. 

Unlike Spector's Wall of Sound, though, the 

Micromega Solo has height and even depth 

in its sound. As such, this is one of the most 

characterful CD players available on the 

market. And therein lies the rub. If you like 

this player, you will love it; if not, forget it. 

As for me - I love it! � 
Musical Design Company a (01992) 573 030 

DECEMBER 1997 49 



STATEMENTS WORLD EXCLUSIVE ACOUSTIC PRECISION EIKOS fR 1 

Red Hot & Blue 
From the guys who brought you the Eikos CD player, a speaker. Jason 

Kennedy says: whatever you do, don't step on my blue suede enclosure ... 

W 
hen the Trichord Genesis CD 

player was launched three 

years ago, inherent in its 

arrival was the promise of a 

complete 'phase-linear' system. The Acoustic 

Precision Eikos FR 1 speaker is, effectively, the 

final third of that system. lt does not arrive 

under the Genesis banner, however; its prog­

enitor, Tom Evans, is now the doyen of a dif­

ferent company. The system's heart is the 

Pioneer A-300R Precision amp (HFC 162), 

which of course was modified by ... yes, you 

guessed, Evans the Tweak. There's a match­

ing Pioneer Precision CD player (PD-S505, 

HFC 166). And don't forget AP's own CD 

player, reviewed in HFC 165. 

Ted Jordan, founding father of metal-cone 

drive-unit technology, designed the 92mm 

broad-band driver; Paddy Hanscombe, of 

Electrofluidics, designed the cabinet; and 

Tom Evans planted the seed of the project and 

brought it to fruition. By any .measure, this 

small-company product benefits from major­

league expertise. 
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I suspect that, as in most things, the 

FR1's success derives from the simplicity of 

its design. lt has only two components: a 

controlled-flexure aluminium cone that 

requires no crossover; and a high-density, 

low-mass cabinet. The finished speaker 

weighs only three-and-a-half pounds, yet its 

walls are 30mm thick. By the pound it costs 

£114.14; for a pair you'll pay £799. 

Overall dimensions of 249xl74x280mm 

(HxWxD) place it firmly in the bookshelf cat­

egory, and give rise to the inevitable first 

question: how will it produce any bass from 

a small, sealed box with one four-inch dri­

ver? lt shares its four-litre internal volume 

with that definitive bookshelf monitor, the 

BBC LS3/5A, and claims a response with 

-3dB points at 65Hz and 17kHz. So with no 

port resonating at 50Hz and no wooden cab­

inet singing along, inevitably it sounds bass­

light compared to many bookshelf speakers. 

You'd be forgiven also for suspecting that the 

FR1 presents a tough load to amplifiers, but 

because there are no energy-sapping 

crossover components, no amp will be 

strained if it has the power to accommodate 

this design's low 86dB sensitivity. The lack 

of crossover allows low-frequency roll-off to 

be a mild 6dB/octave, which suggests out­

put will be 12dB down at 20Hz. 

Though this is a radical design, it is 

underpinned by a rationale of fundamental 

nature. When you have one 'full-range' drive 

unit without a crossover, immediately you 

solve a problem that afflicts all speakers 

with two or more drive units: the need to 

integrate the wavefronts of various origins 

into a cohesive whole that the ear can com­

prehend. Furthermore, it is a point source, 

which has benefits for the quality of stereo 

imagery. The low-mass cabinet has the 

enormous advantage of very low amplitude 

resonance and the inability to store energy; 

think about how much noise a cardboard 

box makes when you hit it, compared to a 

wooden one, and you should get the picture. 

This is not the first time hi-fi has wit­

nessed low-mass speaker enclosures. In the 

early '80s there was a classic model from 

Celestion, the SL600, which used alu­

minium aerolam. Though both light and stiff 

it did not have the self-damping properties of 

the honeycomb-structure co-polymer used 

in the FR 1. On another tack, I suspect that 

amps and signal sources of the era, 

designed for inherently coloured loudspeak­

ers, were not equal to the task of driving a 

low-colouration speaker. 

Coloul' by numben 
Coloration is the key word here - or rather, 

the lack of it. Combine the Eikos FR1 with an 

amp or source of character, and that charac­

ter will be revealed in all of its glory ... or 

notoriety. To describe this speaker is essen­

tially to describe the music and equipment 

playing through it; it can be defined only by 

comparison with other, more coloured 

speakers. How do I know other speakers are 

more coloured? Because they have much 

lower resolution. Never have I heard hi-fi res­

olution of the kind perceived while I audi­

tioned the FR 1. And the amazing thing is 

that all of this was conjured up by Pioneer's 

£400 Precision amplifier. Only when you've 
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heard Pioneer with Eikos FR1 can you appre­

ciate the former's strengths. Having said 

that, I deeply regret that I could not keep the 

Jeff Rowland Concentra (HFC 171) long 

enough to try it with these speakers. No 

doubt they would have made the most of the 

£5,500 amp's resolving powers. In the 

absence of such an audiophile aristocrat, 

however, the Pioneer Precision amp tri­

umphed over all rivals. Sure, it benefited 

from exalted sources: Acoustic Precision's 

Eikos CD player; SME 20A/SME V/ 

Dynavector XX-1 record player; and Michell 

lso HR phono preamp. I used Kudos and 

Mana stands and supports, Electrofluidics 

and Acoustic Precision signal interconnects 

and speaker cabling, and mains cables by 

Russ Andrews and Living Voice. 

The Oat response 
Before I hymn this speaker's virtues, I must 

reveal its limitations. Most noticeable is the 

lack of serious bass: the -3d B frequency (at 

which output is half the average output level 

through the midband) is 65Hz, which is an 

octave-and-a-half off the bottom. The lack of 

overhang or boom only enhances this per­

ception. A subwoofer-cum-stand is in the 

pipeline to address the issue, but in the 

meantime, either listeners will have to learn 

to live with less bass welly (surprisingly easy 

once you realise what you're getting in 

exchange), or invest in the best subwoofer 

around. I did both, using the solo FR1s for 

two weeks, then installing a REL Studio 11 
(more on this in Ear Waxings, p17). In both 

instances the results were addictive. 

The second disclaimer is related to loud­

ness: this is not a headbanging loudspeaker, 

but because it has such low distortion (and 

for that matter limited bass extension) you 

don't get loudness in the traditional, appeal­

ing, distorted style. FR 1 stays clean right up 

to the wire, then it complains. 

Those caveats aside, the essence of this 

speaker is in its ability to communicate all 

the nuances, shapes and colours of the 

music it is served. Even with music you've 

heard a hundred times through great hi-fi 

systems, the Audio Precision enclosures will 

show you what's really going on within those 

pits or microgrooves. I think it's to do with 

their reproduction of the depth in sound as 

well as its height and width. The subtle but 

critical stuff that turns sounds into instru­

ments and makes lyrics distinguishable. 

That's the only way I can explain the degree 

of extra information I have heard. I thought I 

had three-dimensional stereo when the first 

Trichord Clock mod hit my Cambridge CD3, 

but it wasn't really getting through my 

speakers. Now it is, music is so engrossing 

and varied that I wonder how much more 

could be achieved with better amplification. 

Recorclreincarnation 
The best thing about these speakers is the 

way they rejuvenate your record collection. 

Hitherto uninspiring wares reveal their 

Hl-Fl CHOICE 

STATEMENTS WORLD EXCLVSIVE 

magic; cuts that sound great on radio sud­

denly develop 'serious' system cred. Heavily 

layered or sampled music (such as DJ 

Shadow and Coldcut) comes alive with spa­

tial dynamics and slabs of sound shifting 

around the room, way beyond the speakers. 

Material that was once mere cacophony 

(albeit with cult status) turns into meaning­

ful composition. These speakers remove the 

shackles on musical appreciation. Just as 

fighter-aircraft turning circles are only lim­

ited by the amount of centrifugal force a pilot 

can endure, with the FR 1 the pleasures of 

12-tone dissonant music are only limited by 

human faculties of comprehension. 

Within its frequency range and at normal 

listening levels, the Eikos FR1 knows no 

peer. lt has speed, coherence, timing, imag­

ing, dynamics and transparency. Knock off a 

point for lack of bass extension, but other­

wise this is as clean a loudspeaker as I have 

experienced in my listening room. Just don't 

sling it into any old system and expect it to 

give of its best. Be prepared to sacrifice 

amps and CD players whose less delightful 

aspects have been clouded hitherto by aver­

age speakers- it may be a painful process, 

but I guarantee the result will be worth it. 

Remember, you got into hi-fi because you 

wanted to hear more of the music. With the 

Eikos FR1, now you can. 

Acoustic Precision� (01483) 267516 
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AUDIO RESEARCH VTlOO STATEMENTS 

Take the tube 
Alan Sircom continues his Audio Research with a valve-based power amplifier of the VT100 variety. 

L
ast month's digital Statements 
from Audio Research (C02 CD 

player) made us hungry for more. 

Fortunately, more came in the 

guise of the £4,390 VT100 

vacuum-tube stereo power amplifier. 

Although the company has branched out 

into digital audio, surround sound and even 

the odd cable or two, the mighty reputation 

of Audio Research Corp (ARC) has been 

built around top-class valve amplifiers. 

Founder, William Z Johnson, was originally 

a legendary hi-fi hot-rodder of the '50s and 

'60s, and gained a reputation for making 

magnificent sounds with Dynaco valve 

power amps of the day. ARC was founded in 

Minneapolis, USA, in 1970. Since then, 

many Audio Research products have 

become hi-fi classics, and now command 

very high second-hand resale values. The 

VTl 00 looks all set to join that 

honoured list. 

The all-valve VT100 is 

based around the cir­

cuitry developed for 

the Audio Research 

Reference Series of 

f l a g s h i p  p o w e r  

amplifiers. These 

amplifiers run in r 

f u l l y - b a l a n c e d  � c 

m o d e ,  a n d  t h e  c � 
VTl 00 is no excep- r_c 
tion, but ARC has < (" (" 

r rc 
recognised commercial r r r 

As usual with 

ARC products, 

the big ampli­

fier comes com­

p l e t e  w i t h  a 

t h i c k ,  m i l l e d ­

alloy front panel. 

reality by including a sin- r r r r 

I d d . . h. h 
r r r r (' 

g e-en e Input opt1on, w IC � r r r· r r 

Quite a lot of open 

space has been left 

within the amp's chas­

sis, deliberately, to keep air 

can only be used by fitting a jumper 

plug into the XLR socket. 

As you would guess from the numbers in 

its name, the VT100 is claimed to be a 100 

Watt design that delivers its power output in 

Class AB. To achieve this there is a valve 

complement of four 6922 twin triodes for 

input and driver stages, and two matched 

pairs of 6550 output pentodes per channel. 

No fashion conscious single-ended triode 

design, this one! 

The power supply is a fully-regulated 

270 joule affair. This is distributed between 

two isolated output circuit boards for short 

signal paths. There is true dual-mono opera­

tion back to the main power transformer. 

Output transformers, meanwhile, are 

ultralinear and benefit also from partial cath­

ode coupling to lower the output impedance. 

This has the effect of making the amplifier 

more tolerant of different loudspeaker loads. 
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circulating efficiently enough for 

fan cooling to be unnecessary. The footprint 

is 500mm x 500mm, and the unit stands 

220mm high. Despite all this creative use of 
air, however, the amp is no lightweight, and 

weighs in at a substantial 29.5kg. All input 

and output terminals are custom made and 

heavily gold-plated. 

If you're of the opinion that valve ampli­

fiers are warm-sounding and not exactly 

neutral, the VT100 will come as a bit of a 

shock. A shock because it sounds like it 

should be in a studio - one of the best­

sounding studios on the planet. By contrast, 

the majority of other power amplifiers 

appear to modify the sound in some way, 

shape or form. Some try to wrap the sound 

in rhythm by accenting leading edges of 

notes, others do the opposite by blunting the 

same in favour of a smooth sound, while still 

more seem to go off on a tangent. and end up 

with a sound that is very shiny and 'hi-fi' but 

not true to the original. None of these 

options is bad, they are just alternatives. 

However, the VTl 00 is simply neutral. lt 

seems content not to over-emphasise or 

exaggerate, yet neither does it underplay the 

life in the music. Play an album, and if it is 

well-recorded it will sound fantastic; on the 

other hand, it will do nothing to glamorise a 

poor recording. 

As a consequence, this is not the easiest 

amplifier to categorise. lt keeps moving the 

goalposts, depending on the music and 

ancillary equipment. Use the wrong compo­

nents and the sound falls flat on its face; 

play the wrong disc and everything will be 

on display, good or bad. If there is a sound­

stage, it will portray it accurately; if not, the 

sound could just as well be monophonic. 

For all this, however, it is a most agree­

able amplifier to live with. Best used in the 

context of other ARC components with 

revealing cables and loudspeakers (Wilson 

Audio, B&W or Wilson benesch for exam­

ple), the amplifier does its job quietly and 

efficiently. This is not faint praise: there is 

only a handful of products that can perform 

this task so honestly and without false elan. 

In short, there are few amplifiers that can 

match the VT100 for tonal honesty. If you 

seek fidelity in your high-fidelity system, this 

is one of the power amps to beat. � 
Absolute Sounds e (0181) 947 5047 
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To hear the dynamics and e."<:plosive power ofTchaikovskv's 1812 

Overture, your Hi-Fi system comes from Audiofreaks. 

For your final choice of analogue front end components we have 

selected a few of the very best. 
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sublime EXPRESSIVE TE CHNOLOGIES SU-1 step-up transformer 
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Target -Trichord Research -Tube Technology 
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SOUND IN SLATE SCULPTURE TWO STATEMENTS 

A clean slate 
Jason Kennedy chalks up quality time with a pair of speakers housed in metamorphic rock. 

ost hi-fi design­

ers agree that 

wood is not the 

best material 

from which to 

fabricate loudspeaker enclosures. lt 

does lend itself very well to modern 

mass-manufacturing techniques, but 

more and more companies are try­

ing out alternative cabinet materials 

in the hope of making lower-col­

oration, higher-resolution loud­

speakers. The Sculpture series from 

Sound In Slate is a perfect example 

of such radical thinking. 

lt should not be too contentious 

to suggest that if a material is rigid 

at audio frequencies, it offers an 

excellent basis for a speaker. Slate is 

just such a material, and very ele­

gant, too. it's extremely dense and 

inert, but I guess reasons of cost and 

inherent constructional complica­

tions have prohibited its wider appli­

cation in hi-fi. 

Until now the only other 

slate hi-fi product has 

been Slate Audio's 

speaker stand, 

which has gained 

an enviable repu­

tation in a market 

dominated by 

welded steel. 

Over the years 

there have been a 

number of high­

mass speaker cabi­

nets made out of 

plaster, concrete and 

concrete/polymer mixes, 

yet none has received universal 

acclaim. Wood, with all its problems, still 

seems to dominate the scene, most probably 

because the majority of drive units have 

been developed using wooden cabinets. 

The Sculpture series is made up of two 

models: the Sculpture One at £2,350 plus 

stands; and our candidate here, the 

Sculpture Two, at £2,937.50 per pair 

including slate stands. If fashioned from 

more conventional materials, this product 

would cost only about a third of the price. 

According to Sound in Slate, this is because 

its own raw material is expensive to source 

and shape into the eight-sided cabinets that 

are utilised in both models. The Sculpture 

T w o  m e a s u r e s  a m e d i u m - c o m p a c t  
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ion, and of the amps used in the 

studio the AVI just clinched it. 

Either way, the speaker was sen­

sitive to the quality of ancillaries, 

which is a good sign. 

The first impression I recorded 

was of really tight timing - it is 

on the ball at all times, making 

light work of even complex musi­

cal rhythms. At times I would 

have liked a better idea of tones in 

the bass registers, but on experi­

menting with different room posi­

tions I discovered the Sculpture 

Two is much more fussy than 

most speakers about its favourite 

spot. Put them too close to the 

wall and the bass booms; pull 

them out a couple of feet and 

things seem to gel - the image 

gets away from the boxes and into 

centre stage. 

The speaker grilles turned out 

to play a more significant role 

than usual. They are felt-lined and 

fit tightly on the speaker, suggest­

]1i�91i'Sb�1:i!fl�g!lz� ing more than average thought 

(HxWxD), and is one 

of the highest-den­

sity loudspeakers 

I've lugged around. 

The drive unit 

complement in the 

Two eo m prises a 

28mm Morel tweeter 

paired with a 180mm 

IPL mid/bass unit, both 

being rebated into a sealed 

ea bi net with a solitary pair of 

Michell binding posts occupying a circular 

recess at rear. Not a badge in sight. The 

quoted specs describe a decent 40Hz to 

25kHz bandwidth, a low-ish 85dB sensitiv­

ity and a reasonably tame impedance 

response. Not a tough load - but hardly a 

push-over, either. 

Between a rock and a hard place 

I listened to the Sculptures both in the Hi-Fi 
Choice review studio and at home, in con­

cert with amplifiers including the Musical 

Fidelity AlOOl and AVI S2000MI reviewed 

in this issue, and the trusty Pioneer A-300R 

Precision. The results I obtained reflected 

the input applied in a quite dramatic fash-

has gone into their design. 

Removed, they made the sound 

more coherent but inclined to very slight 

midrange glare; replaced, they relaxed the 

balance but also dispelled some of the 

magic. By 'toeing-in' the speakers (turning 

them to face one another) to a large degree, 

but perhaps there is scope for fine-tuning of 

the design in this regard. 

There is good bass extension for such a 

compact design. I was impressed with the 

way it added substance to music, adding 

weight to the left-hand of pianists like Mal 

Waldron. This is where the slate really 

makes its mark: good bass weight seems to 

be a feature of dense speaker cabinets. 

Clearly the Sculpture Two is a very inter­

esting loudspeaker. lt fulfils many of the cri­

teria considered essential for hi-fi reproduc­

tion, and even plays loud without effort, but 

it faces serious competition at this price. The 

cabinet material is definitely a winner, and I 

believe it will yield stunning results in future. 

I would be very interested to hear the fruits 

of a liaison between Sound in Slate and 

another Welsh practitioner out on the South­

West peninsula - Ted Jordan. His drivers 

work particularly well in non-wooden boxes, 

and would surely be showcased to great 

effect in such inert enclosures. � 
Sound In Slate � (01286) 830 242 
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STATEMENTS WORLD EXCLUSIVE MUSICAL FIDELITY AIOOI 

An Amp Odyssey 
A 1000 is dead. Long live A 1001! In this world exclusive review, Alan Si reo m 

grapples with the new flagship integrated amp from Musical Fidelity. 

M
usical Fidelity's A1000 has 
been widely considered one 
of the nicest-sounding amps 
around. This 'pre/main' 

amplifier - essentially an integrated amp 
with an off-board power supply - has also 
been considered one of the hottest ampli­
fiers ever made, thanks to most of its 50 
Watts output being delivered in Class A. 

Some three months ago the A1000 
retired to make way for the all-new A1001, 
which is priced at £2,499. This looks like an 
A1000, but trades the former's phono stage 
for a convenience-boosting remote control 
handset. lt offers five line-level inputs and a 
tape loop- vinyl users will have to deploy a 
phono preamp such as MF's X-LP. 

Like its predecessor the A 1001 is con­
tained within a single box, but still com­
mands an imposing physical presence by 
virtue of sheer bulk. The new beast weighs 
in at a back-breaking 30kg, has a footprint 
of 475mm wide by 540mm deep, and 
stands 164mm high. Exercise extreme cau­
tion before siting it on a wall-shelf! Suitably­
sized hi-fi furniture is available from Target 
and Quadraspire, for example. 

Cln:alt ll'alnlng 
ln'circuit topology the A1001 has changed 
substantially from the A1000. Its predeces-
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sor's 50 Watts, pure Class A output has 
been abandoned in favour of a hefty claimed 
200 Watts of high-bias Class AB. This, says 
Musical Fidelity, allows the amplifier to run 
cooler and draw less mains power, while 
retaining much of the Class A sound. There 
are separate, distinct preamplifier and dual 
monoblok power amp sections, which are 
said to eliminate interactions between 
amplifier components and ameliorate inter­
connect cable effects. 

Each stage in the amplifier circuit has its 
own transformer, and each transformer is 
shielded to prevent interference with the 
preamp circuitry. The preamplifier is said to 
be fully discrete, and to use high-current 
pre-driver transistors working entirely in 
Class A. The power amplifiers, allegedly, are 
very similar to the output stages used in the 

MF X-A50 monobloks reviewed in HFC 169, 
but with greater power. 

Youl' flexible friend 
The A1001 can become either part of a two­
box amplifier system. Its rear-panel has pre­
amp output and power-amp input sockets, 
which are factory linked with gold-plated 
removable connectors. This means you can 
use the amp with an AV processor or some 
form of tone-control device (naturally, MF 
wou Id probably recommend the X-TONE 
module). Intriguingly there is a second set of 
preamplifier outputs, to facilitate bi-amping 
and multi-room applications. 

The A1001 certainly generates a signifi­
cantly greater amount of heat than most hi­
fi amps, but it runs a great deal cooler than 
the A1000. But perhaps the convection is 
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fundamental to its sound, which is very 

appropriate to the heavyweight nature of its 

casework. Not since Muhamad Ali at his 

peak have power and grace been combined 

so successfully, and certainly not in a one­

box amplifier. 

lt tracks the pace of music in the manner 

of a lithe little 20 Watt amp, conveying a 

natural and infectious sense of rhythm. Yet 

there is also a sense of effortlessness pro­

ceeding from the prodigious power at its dis­

posal (see Lab Report). This is a boon for the 

hills and dales of Rachmaninov. 

In hi-fi musical reproduction there is a 

fine but crucial line between a sense of relax­

ation and an impression of being too laid 

back. The AlOOl treads this line with 

aplomb. There is a subtle but distinct grain 

perceived in treble registers, leading to fine, 

natural but ever-so-slightly 'woody' tones, 

which are a classic signature of Musical 

Fidelity's amps. This character lends itself to 

all kinds of music, from the simplicity of 

early choral compositions to driving rock 

tracks from today and yesterday. Often crit­

ics refer to this as an acquired taste, but in 

my opinion the flavour is very easy to 

acquire, is hard to forget, and leaves alter­

natives seeming distinctly bland. 

Possible partners 
I listened to the AlOOl with the Micromega 

Solo (see p49) and AVI S2000MC (see pl4) 

CD players, hooked up with MF's own X­

LINX interconnects. On the other end of the 

system, with Audio Note AN-B speaker 

cable, I hooked up the Kelly Acoustics KT3 

speakers developed by MF themselves 

(Personal Messages, HFC 171; pl46 this 

issue), Audio Note AN-E, and AVI Positron 

(pl4). With all of these components a 

slightly 'squeaky' treble was the only factor 

STATEMENTS WORLD EXCLUSIVE 

multi-thousand-pound high-end monster. 

The effect caused a slight degree of nasality, 

for example making massed violins begin to 

resemble clarinets. But only inappropriate 

speakers, such as horn-loaded designs or 

Rehdekos, would exacerbate this effect. The 

AlOOl just tells the truth about music 

where the AlOOO or the X-A50s might have 

offered a more euphonious opinion. 

The AlOOl adds a purposeful undercur­

rent to the warmth and charming sophistica­

tion of its forebear. it's like James Bond films 

over the years: the AlOOO is suave in the 

Live And Let Die/ Roger Moore manner; 

while the AlOOl is much more of a Sean 

Cannery. Elegance is omnipresent, different 

characters are underlying. And, after all, we 

know which actor played Bond best... � 
Musical Fidelity m (0181) 900 2866 
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ON TEST: HEADPHONES 

David Vivian dons his cans in search of the best head phone equipment around. 

I
gnore the humble head phone and 

you're missing out on one of hi-li's 

greatest bargains. Consider. For a 

modest outlay you can buy your 

very own acoustically optimised lis­

tening environment. No awkwardly placed 

sofas, no wobbly, boom-inducing floor­

boards, no irate neighbours thumping on 

the partition wall. Just you and a pair of 

tiny, comfortably mounted, perfectly posi­

tioned transducers- miniature marvels of 

technology- delivering pure, unadulter­

ated music directly into your lug holes. 

If you own a good pair of headphones 

then you're half way to owning a high-qual­

ity hi-li system. If you want, you can thumb 

your nose at expensive amplifiers and loud­

speakers. And you don't have to find a big 

room to put them in. A good £200 CD 

player with a head phone socket and vol­

ume control is all you need. Or a similarly 

I I ,'Aj� 1>11�>1-"f�'Jl,'i>l�·,.l I 1>1 

The reference equipment used to carry out 

these tests consisted of the following: 

Pioneer PD-5904/Musical Fidelity X-DAC, 

Meridian 602 transport and 603 DAC, 

Denon DCD-825. 

Interconnects by Audioquest. 

Digital interconnects by van den Hul. 

Sennheiser HD600 headphones 

(upper reference and headphone amps). 

WHAT MUSIC DID WE USE? 
Sheryl Crow: Sheryl Crow on A&M Records lnc 

Marcus Miller: Marcus Miller Live & More on 

Dreyfus Jazz 

Waiter Seeker: 11 Tracks of Whack on Giant 

Records 

Joni Mitchell: The Hissing of Summer Lawns on 

Elektra/Asylum Records 

John Williams: Schindler's List on MCA 

Steve Vai: Fire Garden on Sony Music 

Bobby Lyle: The Power of Touch on Atlantic Jazz 

Supertramp: Some Things Never Change on EMI 
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equipped cassette deck or Mini Disc player. 

True liberation comes when you plug your 

cans into a pocket-friendly personal. A 

spokesman for Sennheiser said more and 

more people are discarding the ear-plug­

style items that come with palm-sized play­

ers, for full-sized 'audiophile' models (nearly 

all have dual-size jack plugs these days), 

and to hell with the sideways glances. 

There are even cordless models that 

effectively cut the physical umbilical 

between you and the source component. 

You can even push th
·
e performance of your 

'phones still higher, by purchasing a natty 

little head phone amp. This will faithfully 

preserve the quality of the source at the 

same time as serving up more power and 

control to drive headsets with low sensitiv­

ity or tricky impedance ratings. 

The truth is, a decent pair of ea ns wi 11 

get you closer to the music. You'll hear 

detail you never knew existed, experience 

tonal and transient accuracy beyond the 

grasp of all but a handful of high-end 

speakers, and witness production effects 

just as they left the mixing desk. Great. 

Sounds too good to be true, doesn't it? 

Well, you didn't expect me to kick off with 

the drawbacks. There are a few. First, if 

you don't like the way headphones create a 

soundstage inside your bonce rather than 

outside and in front of it, it's unlikely you'll 

ever be seduced by even the best perform­

ers in this giant test. 

A few more points. Using even the most 

comfortable headphones is more tiring than 

listening to speakers. Whether it's a numb 

skull, itchy ears or the rather odd between­

the-ears stereo, it's always something of a 

relief to take them off after a long session. 

Especially if you've been playing your music 

loud. Because distortion levels are so low, 

THE CAST LIST 

MODEL ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• PRICE ••••••••••••• PAGE 

Amity HPA2 ...................... approx £200 ..... p65 

Beyerdynamic DT-511 ....... £116.33 ........... p61 

Creek OBH ........................ £129.00 ........... p67 

Denon AH-D750 ................ £129.99 ........... p61 

Grado SR40 ..................... £45.00 ............. p62 

JVC HA-W60 .................... £49.99 .... ........ p68 

Musical Fidelity X-Cans ...... £129.95 ........... p67 

Philips SBC 3396 .............. £74.99 ............. p62 

Philips SBC H P9000 ......... £89. 99 ............. p63 

Sennheiser HD 475 .......... £79.95 ............. p63 

Sennheiser HD 545 Rei ..... £124.95 ........... p64 

Sennheiser IS 380s . .......... £54.95 ............ p70 

Sony MDR-Fl ................... £199.99 ........... p64 

Technics RP-DJ1200 ......... £129.95 ........... p65 

Vivanco FMH 3000s ......... £79.99 ............. p70 

Vivanco IR 5800s ............. £49.99 ............ p70 

volume can be higher than it seems. But 

beware. Too much ear-drum bashing will 

damage your hearing permanently. 

Which, of course, is counter-productive. 

Over the next 10 pages, you'll discover that 

for what, in hi-fi terms, amounts to a 

pocket of beans, you can climb more rungs 

of the ladder to sonic nirvana than you 

imagined possible. 

We've divided our coverage into three 

sections for this review. The main focus is 

dynamic headphones in the burgeoning 

£50-£200 bracket, including nine models 

from the likes of Sennheiser, 

Beyerdynamic, Grado, Denon, Philips, Sony 

and Technics. The cordless corner is fought 

by infra-red units from Sennheiser, Vivanco 

and JVC and the innovative Vivanco 

"Cyberwave" which uses FM radio as a sig­

nal carrier. Finally, we've given three tasty 

headphone amps a spin round the block to 

see which does the most to turbocharge the 

head phone listening experience. 

HI-FI CHOICE 



BllYERDYNAMIC DT 511 

These semi-open-style German 
headphones purport to 
deliver audiophile sound 
quality at an afford­
able price. Up front 
c l a i m s  i n c l u d e  
p o w e r f u l  b a s s  
c o u p l e d  w i t h  
dynamic mid­
range and top 
frequencies, 
to bridge that 
tiresome gap 
between per­
f o r m a n c e  
and cost. An 
o b v i o u s  
n o n s e n s e ,  
though, is the 
telephone-style 
c o i l e d  s i g n a l  
cord. Unless you 
grab the cord to 
play in some slack it 
will try to rip the 
'phones oH your head if 
you sit more than 
metre away. 

Perhaps the coiled cord is meant to 
contribute to the "pro" appearance. Beyer's 
house style is every bit as distinctive as 
Sennheiser's: big circular ear pieces, volup­
tuous velour-roll ear pads (a fetching silver 
in this case), two-piece headband. Cool. 
Snug and comfy, too. 

The response, power-handling and distor­
tion specs read well but sensitivity is an 
unexceptional 95dB. None of this, however, 
can prepare you for the way the '5lls sound. 

Sound quaHty 
Exciting but odd is the easiest way to sum up 
the Beyers. it's the tonal anomalies that 
strike you first. The full, warm bass and fast, 
clinical treble give them a unique character 
that isn't entirely believable but curiously 
seductive. it's helped by a clear, informative 
mid-range with bags of ambience and ter­
rific attack on strings and brass. The '5lls 
cut through complex productions like a 
laser. They're unerringly analytical yet 
superbly musical with almost electrostati­
cally-crisp transients. 

Timing is in the atomic clock bracket 
from the mid-range up but the bass really 
needs more speed and bite. Still, there's 
never a dull moment with these cans. If an 
ounce of vitality exists in the music, the 
Beyers will bring it out. But, unlike the 
Denons, they show considerable discrimina-

BEYERDYNAMIC DT511 -VERDICT 

101JND ***** 
VAL"DJI ***** 
PJUCJI £116.35 

0 Clarity, speed, linale factor, but slilh!IY slow, soft bass. 
181 Beyerdynamic (GB) Ltd, Unij I, Albert Drive, Burgess Hill, 

Sussex. RH15 9TN 
• (01444) 258258 
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and finesse and can image 
spectacularly. This may not be 

the most neutra I sound 

was treated to a 
scintillatingly 
c l e a r  a n d  
d e t a i l e d  
r e n d i t i o n  
through the 
5 l l s ,  b u t  
lead violin 
was all lead­
ing edge and 

n o  b o d y .  
A l m o s t  

u n b e a r a b l e  
t e n s i o n  a n d  

emotion, though. 
You quickly get 

used to the tonal 

enjoying the music. 

Conclusion 
The Beyers aren't the most balanced of 

designs but they sure do motor. Sometimes 
spell-binding, sometimes a bit strange, 
they're never less than wholly entertaining. 
Surely that's what headphones are all about. 
Recommended. 

DllNON AH-0750 
The rather bulky, old-fashioned, quasi-stu­
dio styling disguises a bang-up-to-date spec: 
big 50mm drive units with evapo­
ration-titanium diaphragms, 
neodymium magnets, lin­
ear-crystal oxygen-free 
copper cable and 
voice coils- it's all 
there. As with the 
larger of the 
S e n n h e i s e r s ,  
plump oval ear 
p a d s  c o m­
pletely cover 
the ears, but 
the Denon's 
e a r  p o d s  
have closed 
backs isolat­
ing ambient 
noises from 
the listener. A 

Something of a 
hot rod, then. 

ON TEST: HEADPHONES 

DENON AH-D750 - VERDICT 

***** 
***** 

PRJCB t:IU." 

Goes loud, willl meaty bass, reck1, but I'IIUins 
clumsy to a fault 
Hayden Laboratories ltd, Hayden House, Chilllm Hill, 
ChaHont St Peter, Bucks. Sl9 9UG 
(01753) 888447 

The Denons feel quite dated, with a sin­
gle-piece headband, coarse ratchet adjust­
ment and lots of wrinkly leatherette. But that 
headband is very comfortably padded and 
cleverly canted forward to reduce pressure 
on the skull. 

Sound quality 
As for sound quality, welcome the first 
crowd pleasers. If wallop and volume are 
what you crave, these cans deliver it by the 
bucketload. They may not be the last word 
in articulation, and the slightly boomy upper 
bass on the Marcus Miller cut soon became 
wearing, but they certainly know how to belt 
it out. ln-yer-face and then some. 

Treble doesn't have much finesse but is 
quite bright and breezy; you get the broad 
picture. Lots of leading edge information 
gives the impression of crisp timing but the 
bass sometimes drags behind. At least you 
could never accuse the sound of being reti­
cent or bland. True, everything seems a bit 
larger than life but it's hard not to like that 
typically forthright and bold Denon-style 
presentation. Definitely a front-row seat. 

In the end, though, it's all just a bit 
relentless. Everything is tackled at lOOmph. 
Big, bold and colourful is fine, but it was too 

much on the Steve Vai track - a 
real head-in-bass-bin experi­

ence. The Schindler's List 

theme sounded intimate 
detailed but 

strangely cold and 
unconvincing. lt 

wasn't allowed to 
b r e a t h e  a n d  
became a bit 
jumbled, as if 
all the sepa­
rate strands 
were fighting 
for attention. 
The delicate 
Joni Mitchell 
track com­
pletely floored 

the Denons: it 
sounded as if it 

No shrinking vio­
lets, but the AH­

D750s almost try too 
hard to please. They're 

not transparent enough for 
classical or jazz, but head-

bangers will be well served. _.,. 
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ON TEST: HEADPHONES 

GRADOSR40 
The SR40s' inclusion in this test 

is interesting. At £40, they're 

the cheapest 'phones Grado 

makes and comfortably 

the cheapest here. But 

Grado has acquired 

something of a giant­

killing reputation of 

l a t e .  Wi l l  t h e  

Sennheisers be 

s l a y e d ,  t h e  

Beyers biffed? 

Remarkably, 

but in time-hon­

oured Grado 

tradition, they 

give the appear­

ance of being 

even less expen­

sive than they 

are. In fact, they 

look like some­

thing a fourth-divi­

sion Far Eastern 

manufacturer would 

bundle with a dodgy 

personal stereo. Hard 

plastic, basic foam -

that's your lot. In a word: 

depressing. 

Nothing wrong with the basic 

spec, though: 20-20,000 Hz fre­

quency response, respectable 32 Ohm 

impedance, decent 100 dB sensitivity. 

And the SR40s vie with the Sennheiser 

475 s for outright comfort honours. They're 

extremely light so even the simple un­

padded plastic headband is no problem. The 

foam ear-pads sit on rather than around ears 

but, again, their grip is so gentle you hardly 

notice their presence. 

Sound quality 
The real shock, though, is the way they 

sound. Big bass is the last thing you'd expect 

from such flimsy-looking items but there's 

no shortfall here. On the contrary, it's amaz­

ingly full-bodied and explicit; quite tuneful 

and extended, too, with good timbre and 

pace to complete the package. 

Treble is slightly ragged but in keeping 

with the lively nature of the product. The 

Grados can sound raw and there is some 

mid-range coloration (cuppy plus some 

glare) but the presentation is pacey and 

involving. The excellent Poogie Bell drum 

solo at the end of the Marcus Miller track 

had a compellingly live quality. 

There's an honesty about the sound 
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bumpy ride. Some skull-drilling 

notes emanated from Bobby 

Lyle's piano, and Sheryl 

Crow's voice on Sweet 
Rosalyn sounded hor­

ribly shouty and 

ragged with obvi­

ous distortion. 

S t e v e  Va i ' s  

workout almost 

hurt. Despite 

quite decent 

b a s s ,  t h i s  

track brought 

out the worst 

in the Grados. 

They just 

sounded too 

"noisy". The 

s t e r e o  w a s  

p r e t t y  r o u g h  

a n d  ready as 

well. 

Conclusion 
For the most part, 

though, the SR40s 

are jaunty, infectious 

and bring plenty of fun 

and vitality to the music. 

The raw midrange can be 

wincingly bad but, although rather 

thin and screechy, Schindler's List retained 

its heart. Cheap and (mostly) cheerful. 

PBILIPS SBC 3396 
The box they come in gives it 

away. it's a simple, almost 

drab affair. No lurid 

Frequency 

r e s p o n s e  10 -

26 , 0 00 H z .  

Generous 50mm 

three metre lin­

e a r - c r y s t a l  

o x y g e n - f r e e  

copper cord. 

P l e n t y  o f  

bangs for your 

m i l l iWa t t: 

1 0 4 d B .  

T h e s e  c a n s  

h a v e a 

d e m e a n o u r .  

They're not just 

a bit of fun, 

. . 

but pitching for 

t h e  s e r i o u s  

punter's cash along 

w i t h  S e n n h e i s e r ,  

Beyer et al. 

. ' 

" 

1 : 

� 

Laudable aims, but 

c 

from Phi lips? Not a premier 

league name in headphones, 

true, but grand get-togethers like 

' 
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this have a habit of throwing up surprises 

and the SBC 3396 is a biggie. 

First, these headphones look fab. Their 

long, ovoid, swept-forward earpieces are as 

unusual as the dark-grey matt finish. 

Second, they're probably the most comfort­

able of the heavier models. The forward 

position of the headband and generous sur­

face area of the large oval ear pads no doubt 

help here. 

Sound quality 
Sound quality is perhaps the best surprise of 

all, though. Their overall tonal balance is 

arguably the best of the group and superbly 

integrated top to bottom. The deep, smooth 

and notably agile bass doesn't have a hint of 

boom or bloom. And Poogie Bell's flashing 

drum solo on the Marcus Miller set was 

appropriately taut, fast and weighty. The 

open, detailed treble doesn't draw attention 

to itself but neither is it veiled or reticent. 

Overall, the 3396s sound slightly warm 

but that's no bad thing. If there's a criticism 

it's that they tend to sweeten bitter pills, but 

this means you can listen to them for 

4 ' 

, t 

: If 

hours on end without fatigue. 

... 

They let the music flow and, 

more importantly, you 

don't want it to stop. All 

right, their perfor­

mance doesn't quite 

sea le the heights of 

t h e  B e y e r s ;  

• 
they're not the 

sort of cans 

you'd use to 

d e c o n s t r u c t  

p r o d u c t i o n  

techniques.  

But they are 

the ones to go 

for if you want 

to relax and 

enjoy a broad 

spectrum of 

music. 

Sennheiser-style 

even-handedness 

but with a warmer, 

rockier and more 

p l a y f u l  c h a r a c t e r .  

They're a very fine pair 

of headphones and an 

unqualified bargain, as well 

as a clear Best Buy. 

HI-FI CHOICE 



PBILIPS SBC BP9000 
The more expensive of the Philips 
headphones share little of 
their stablemate's restraint. 
Neither understated in 
their intent nor in the 
least stylish, it's hard 
to know quite what 
to make of them. 
Like the 3396s, 
they're a closed­
back design and 
part of Philips' 
" S t u d i o  
Re f e r e n c e " 
series, but the 
styling seems 
to take its cues 
from a studio 
circa 1958. In 
fact they look 
more like some­
t h i n g  D oe 
Brown - the 

Fut ure - might 
have knocked up in 
his shed: big, bulbous 
and barmy. 

Comfortable, though: 
almost in the "forget you're 
wearing them" class. Except 
don't, because you'll get arrested. 
A cracking set of stats, too, including a 
6-28,000 Hz frequency range, 50 mm Mylar 
drivers, 2m of LC-OFC cord and a phenome­
nal 108 dB of sound pressure for one 
milliWatt. Easy with that volume knob. 

Sound quality 
Bass quality is similar to that of the 3396s 

-smooth, extended and nicely tuneful, but 
perhaps with a shade more leading edge 
definition. Good stuff. But the topmost 
octaves are altogether brighter and fizzier. 
This spikes up the presentation but makes it 
busier and somehow less fluent. 

The midrange also sounds crisper, more 
prominent and detailed. But on some mate­
rial it's overdone and verges on the shouty. 
In particular Bobby Lyle's piano acquired a 
chromium glare that militated against com­
fortable listening. 

You're unlikely to miss anything, though. 
These cans are nothing if not on the pace 
and bubbling with detail. There was a huge 
amount going on in the Vai track. And the 
Schindler's List theme was revealed in all its 
melancholy glory. But the HP9000s' powers 
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of insight are almost too intense and 
tend to pull the music apart. 

In short, they aren't very 
forgiving. If the material is 

bright and aggressive, 
that's how it wi 11 

Probably 
knobs on 

this 
sort of balance 
i t s e l f. A n d  
h e r e ' s  t h e  
flaw: it tends 
t o  m a k e  
things sound 
a l i t t l e  b i t  
mechanical. 

Conclusion 
If you want to 

scrutinise your 
m u s i c  i n  

minute detail, 
these cou Id be 

just the job. But, 
f o r  u s ,  t h e  

H P 9 0 0 0 s  h a v e  
moved too far away 

from the idea I repre­
sented by the 3396. 

SENNBEISER BD 475 
EXPRESSION LINE 

This is the flagship of Sennheiser's cute-look­
ing Expression Line range. Like most of the 
company's products, it's made in 
Ireland and uses ultra-light alu­
minium/copper voice coils 
and a neodymium-ferrous 
rare earth element 
magnet in search of 
better transient per­
formance and effi­
ciency. it's an 
open-back 
"hear through" 

-design with a 
c l a i m e d  
f r e q u e n c y  
response of 16-
23,000 Hz and 
a modest sensi­
tivity rating of 94 
d B  f o r  o n e  
milliWatt. The 
single, three-metre 
Oxygen Free Copper 
(OFC) signal cable is 
detachable for separate 
stowage. 

A word a bout this 
model's neat, understated, 
ergonomic styling. The whole look 
and feel is minimalist, designerish and desir­
able. Very Sennheiser. And weighing just 
120 grams, this is also arguably the most 
comfortable headset in the group. lt has a 
gentle caliper pressure and the fabric ear 

ON TEST: HEADPHONES 
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pads aren't too squidgy. The inner headband 
adjustment is slightly fiddly, but the whole 
thing is so light, you can almost forget you're 
wearing it. Despite that, it looks and feels 
tough and durable. There's nothing much to 
go wrong or break off. 

Sound quality 
The 475s sound clear and well balanced, 
but rather lean. What bass there is sounds 
smooth, fast and nicely integrated but on 
Marcus Miller Live and More, the American 
bass ace sounded anything but. His power­
ful, expressive playing was stripped of its 
attack, weight and note shaping. 

Treble was somewhat shy and wishy­
washy, too, with simplified tonal colours 
and harmonics. Both warmth and sparkle 
were lacking but- good news- the sound 
was clear, explicit and open, especially 
through the mid range. Stereo perspectives 
were well handled; not too scrunched up or 
spaced out. 

These Sennheisers are faithful to the 
tempo of music but, again, lack drive and 
impetus. This is partly due to the weak bass 
and is never more obvious than on Steve 
Vai's brand of super-virtuosic heavy-metal 

guitar. You could hear the produc­
tion tricks all right- and 

V a i ' s  o w n  t e c h n i c a l  
prowess. But where was 

the kick and slam? 
Too polite by half. 

This omission 
w a s n ' t  s o  
significant when 
relaxing to John 
W i 11 i a m s '  
heart-tugging 
theme from 
S c h i n d l e r ' s  
List. Here the 
475 s d i s ­
p l a y e d  f i n e  

m i d - r a n g e  
c l a r i t y  a n d  

string tone. The 
emotional core of 

the music stayed 
intact, as it did with 

J o n i  M i t c h e l l ' s  
Shades of Sca rlett 

Conquering from Th e 
Hissing of Summer Lawns. 

Conclusion 
The 475s produce quite a classy sound: 
even-handed, not grossly coloured or musi­
cally manipulative, and easy to listen to. 
But, ultimately, rather unfulfil ling. � 
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SENNBEISER BD 545 

REI'ERENCE 
For HD 545 Reference read 
475s with bulk, bass and 
more substantial build 
quality. Shared fea­
tures are the open­
b a c k  p r i n c i p l e ,  
neodymium mag­
nets, feather! ight 
aluminium/cop­
per voice coils 
and OFC copper 
cable. But the 
l a r g e r ,  m o r e  
e x p e n s i v e  
m o d e l  g e t s  
g o l d - p l a t e d  
jack plugs and 
velour-covered 
ear pads that sit 
around the ears 
rather than on 

band means there's 
slightly more pressure 
topside, and the higher 
caliper force squeezes 
your cheeks; you're left in no 
doubt you're wearing cans. 

Frequency response is a 
wider (16-28,000 Hz), sensitivity a few 
notches higher (but still not notably) at 96 

dB. Most importantly, though, the 545s 
sound more colourful and convincing. Bass 
guitar on the Miller cut, while still far from 
forceful, had more weight, power and exten­
sion. The effect was somehow luxurious and 
reassuring. 

Sound quaHty 
With the 545s it was possible to understand 
what Marcus Miller was doing and why. 
Leading edges were subtly sharper, too- a 
nice double whammy. 

At the same time, cymbal work assumed 
a natural smoothness and sheen and, for the 
first time, sounded interesting. In fact, the 
deeper bass and fuller treble made all the 
difference. If the 545s aren't quite as open­
sounding as their cheaper siblings, they are 
capable of generating a more generous, 
cohesive and believable sound that, never­
theless, doesn't want for ambient detail or 
atmosphere. They're effortlessly musical yet 
possess fine stereo and focus. 

Don't get the wrong idea: these cans can 
rock, boogie and swing with the best of 
them. What makes them special is the way 
they seem to handle all styles of music with 
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equal assurance. You just want to 
keep listening - a good sign. 

Vai motored along at a 
cracking lick and was a 

real education to hear 
through the 545s. Yet 

the exquisite string 
t o n e 

si ightly more 
closed in than 
it had on the 
4 7 5s but, gen­
e r a l l y ,  t h e  

545s seem to 
have all 

covered. 

Conclusions 
Natural, spacious 

and relaxed, they're 
responsive to the sub­

tlest nuance and repre­
sent a masterful mix of qual­

ities at the price. Sennheiser at 
its best. Recommended. 

SONYMDR-FI 
There are open-back designs, very open­
back designs - and the Sony Fl, 
which actually suspends the 
drive units in free air. The aim 
is to "create a wide sound 
stage outside the lis­
tener's head". 

To generate the 
bass lost by remov­
ing any sort of 
acoustic coupling 
b e t w e e n  t h e  
headphone and 
the ear, Sony 
has developed 
the "acoustic 
bass lens" -
a box-shaped 
chamber cov­
ered by an 
acoustically 
dis c r i mi n a ­
tive material 
that allows 
high freq uen­
cies to pass 
through but fil­
ters low frequen­
cies so they're 
concentrated in 
the centre part of 
the drive unit and, 
ultimately, are deliv­
ered more efficiently into 
t h e  e a r .  Hi g h - p o w e r  
neodymium magnets assist 
sensitivity: 1 OOd B/mW is good 
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going for any open design, never mind one 
as extreme as this example. 

Some effort has gone into the Fl 's 
appearance. it's gloriously hi-tech in the 
Sony idiom and built like a pair of quality 
sunglasses with lots of conspicuous detail. 
The magnesium alloy frame and self­
adjusting 'super duralumin' headband 
make it look far more expensive than it is. 
Ownability is sky high. No one would feel 
foolish wearing these. Or uncomfortable. 
Very light, no hot ears. 

Sound quallty 
They sound fine, too - very natural and 
coherent with strong mid-range presence. 
But they need more low-frequency brawn for 
an ideal balance. Bass is quite articulate and 
tuneful but, acoustically focused or not, 
there simply isn't enough of it. You hear the 
note but not the body. Admittedly, the lower 
registers sound very free and uncongested, 
but there isn't the almost tactile quality you 
get with the best closed designs. 

High frequencies, on the other 
hand, are beautifully rendered 

with excellent tonal colour 
and shading. The Fls cer­

tainly had the right 
touch with the John 

which 
was warm, expres-

sive and touch­
ing. These aren't 

the most foot­
t a p p i n g  o f  
d e s i g n s ,  
though. They 
didn't really 
h i t  t h e  
groove with 
Bobby Lyle's 
k e y b o a r d ­
based jazz­
funk - you 
need more 
bass than the 

So, an interesting 
design with an 

essentially natural 
and musical charac­

ter, if a bit bass-light and 
lacklustre. They're terrifi­

cally comfortable, though, 
and look the absolute business. 

H1-FI CHOICE 



TECHNICS RP-D.J1200 

Apparently designed and developed with 
heavily-perspiring club DJs in mind, the 

RP-DJ 1200s are sweat-proof, splash­
proof and have earpiece arms that 

swivel back up into the headband. 
This is good for stowage (draw-string 

pouch supplied) and that cool thing 
DJs do when they monitor with just 
one earpiece. 

The Technics is a closed-back 
model with the emphasis on sen­
sitivity and power handling. lt 
pumps out 106 dB for 1 
milliWatt (matching the Denon) 
and will soak up a meaty 1.5 
Watts. Claimed frequency 
response is 8-30,000 Hz and 
the two-metre cord is termi­
nated with gold-plated plugs. 

The single-piece headband is 
well-padded and exerts a vice­

like caliper grip so that the super­
squidgy ear pads form an air-tight 

coupling. They'd be just as effec­
tive as a pair of ear defenders. 

Sound quality 
But not when you fire them up. We've 

heard big floorstanders with less bass 
than this. The bottom end from the 'DJs 

has quite astonishing weight, slam and real, 
honest-to-God extension. They growl. These 
were the only headphones to do real justice 
to Marcus Miller. Okay, the upper bass is a 

ON TEST: HEADPHONES 

bit boomy but when Marcus dug deep, the 
Technics stayed with him all the way. 

What's amazing is the quality of the bass 
which, apart from that hint of upper boom, 
isn't at all amorphous or thumpy; it actually 
plays tunes. Thankfully, the treble isn't exag­
gerated or over aggressive to try to balance 
out the bass. In fact, it's quite natural and 
laid back. Maybe the top end could do with 
a little more energy and brilliance. 

All in, these aren't the most transparent 
or open-sounding of headphones. Stereo is 
squashed in breadth and very two-dimen­
sional. And the balance rather muggy - a 
bit like the air at a rave. 

But they have unstoppable drive and 
were a blast with Steve Vai. In the end, you 
have to ask yourself how much you can take. 

Conclusion 
The DJs aren't pretending to be the best all­
rounders- more the Cerwin-Vegas of head­
phones. They're the only ones here that will 
satisfy true bass freaks, and can be a whole 
lotta fun I 

TECHNICS RP-DJ 1200- VERDICT 

SO'IJND ***** 
VAL'CJ: ***** 
PRICE £129.95 

O Haad-pulping bass, sweat-proof. Mum balanc:e, 
sweaty. 

181 Panasonic (UKJ ltd, Panasonic House, Willoughby Road, 
Bracknell, Berks RG12 BFP 

lit (0990) 357357 

BEA.DPBONE A.MPS 
These specialist amps 

help to get the most 

from your headphones. 

BEADPBONEAMPS 
Let's start with the most specialised, from a 
company you probably won't have heard of. 
The Amity HPA2, and its dedicated DSC3 

interconnect, are produced by a small 
German concern (Amity Hi-Fil currently 
looking for a distribution outlet in the UK. 

For the time being, though, Amity is happy 
to supply the product by mail order. The 
price has yet to be decided but, in Germany, 
the HPA2 costs DM 589, about £200. This 
is its first review outing in the U K. 

it's unusual since it has two volume con­
trols connected to separate, DC-coupled, 
Class-A super-linear amps for ttie left and 
right channels. There are individual two­
Watt power supplies as well. The reasoning 
behind the two volume knobs is that stereo 
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Sonus Faber loudspeakers are 

worked with the old world 

craftsmanship of the rnusical 

instrument maker. 

Ultimate expression of this craft 

is the fabled Guarner·i 

Homage, a unique lute-shaped 

speaker with the strong tonal 

personality of a Guarneri violin. 

Guar·neri was a 17th century 

Cremonese master violin maker 

whose instruments were intensely 

sculpted acoustic masterpieces 

characterised by a unique ability 

to combine tonal strength and full 

bodied sound with sweetness. 

This overriding passion for tonal 

character and dynamic range is a 

feature of all Sonus Faber 

speakers. To this musical passion 

is brought modern materials 

technology and a listening room 

'laboratory' to create a family of 

products true to a musical 

heritage yet based in today's 

science. 

Baby of this family is the 

Concertino- Its cabinet with 

solid walnut sides, insulated 

with non-resonant material brings 

new meaning to the expression 

'substantial'. Ken Kessler 

reviewing the Concer1ino 

(HFN&H.R 3/96) referred to it as 

'a small speaker for grown-ups' 

and concluded that 'it's one of the 

least experLsive introductions yet. /.o 

the joys of "real hi-fi ". 

What Hi-Fi (8/96) wrote of the 

Concerti no: 'considering their size 

they deliver bass of stupendoLLS 

power, speed and accuracy'. 

The bigger Concer·to two-way 

was described by Alvin Gold 

(1-!FN&RR 4/97) as 'a l.mly 

remarkable loudspeaker'. He 

praised the 'exquisitely refined 

and articulate midband' before 

concluding 'listening through the 

Concerto was like listening 

through an open window. M LLSic 

sounds completely unmanipulated 

and utterly clear with a sweetness, 

purity and a sense of 

presence ... all sense of artifice 

simply vanished'. 

Jason Kennedy (Hi-Fi Choice 

4/97) simply said 'an admirable 

design that achieves its sonic 

goals and looks beautiful'. 

After many successful years the 

popular Electa Amator is 

revised and appears in Mkll form 

with a revolutionary new cabinet. 

As exciting comes the news of a 

Sonus Faber integrated amplifier 

- the Music a - so you can now 

hear how the Son us Faber 

designers listen to their own 

products. 

Sonus Faber has also introduced 

a floor-standing speaker the 

Concerto Grand piano -

indeed it has all the physical and 

musical presence of a concert 

grand. Ken Kessler (HFN&RR 

5/97) found it 'an odd but 

delightful blend, a small speaker's 

energy and vim with a large 

speaker's authority'. He even 

christened it 'a perfect rock 

speaker for the headbanger who 

want the energy and levels the 

mLLSic demands, minLLS any rough 

edges'. 

Which just goes to 

show that what can 

recreate the sound of a 

Guarneri can recreate 

the sound of a Gibson! 

Please contact 

Absolute Sounds for 

full details of the 

Son us Fa her range 

and a dealer referral 

where you can 

discover the truth and 

beauty of a real 

musical instruments. 

Absolute Sounds 
a8 Durham Road · London SW20 ODE 
Telephone 018 1-947:i047 
Facsimile 0181-8797962 
Email 73064,1710@compusme.com 
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depth is influenced by small changes in gain 

to each ear. In practice this proved to be true 

enough. Amity claims "enormous trans­

parency" and a spectacular 5-100,000 Hz 

frequency response for the HPA2 and insists 

that it should be hooked up to a good CD 

player and a tasty pair of cans; there were 

plenty of those to choose from. 

This unit has no styling to speak of. it's 

just a ribbed black box with a rather flimsy 

aluminium front panel, a couple of nicely 

milled knobs and a very substantial head­

phone socket. But don't let that worry you. lt 

sounds absolutely lovely. 

Even lovelier than the established and 

highly regarded, all-Brit Musical Fidelity X­

Cans and Creek OBH-11s it's ranged against 

here. We're not going to fake a titanic strug­

gle: the German product has greater resolv­

ing power and grace. lt really doesn't matter 

where you start. Its bass is deep and power­

ful with a sumptuous quality missing from 

the MF, yet it's just as agile and tuneful as 

the taut 'n' twangy Creek. Treble is clean, 

extended and rich with shimmering detail, 

yet completely free from grain. The real 

thing. The timing's good; it's capable of cap­

turing deft shifts of tempo, and is brilliant 

with fancy cymbal work. A sure Best Buy. 

Musical Fidelity's X-Cans looks like 

Thomas the Tank Engine, is built like 

Thomas The Tank Engine, and is a bargain 

at £129.95. Sonically, however, it's not in 

the same league as the Amity. The MF's 

bass is warm and weighty but goes soft on 

the deepest notes. High frequencies are its 

shining glory- smooth, clean and extended 

with good inner detail. Yet the tonal balance 

isn't what you'd expect of a tube head phone 

amp. The midrange presentation is crisp, 

lively, articulate and hard-hitting - mildly 

at odds with warm bass - but it doesn't 

sound as homogeneous as Creek or Amity. 

Nevertheless, a quality product and accord­

ingly Recommended. 

Small and light, with a tightly-constructed 

ribbed black case and green graphics, the 

£129 OBH-11 couldn't be anything but a 

Creek product. Creek recommends a burn-in 

period of 24 hours but, straight out of the box 

it sounds fresh, incisive, musically adept and 

convincing- if not as grain-free as the Amity 

or imbued with the inner detail of the MF. 

Rhythmically lucid and surefooted, you never 

feel it is dragging its feet. lt keys into up­

tempo material with zest. Bass is solid, well­

shaped, nimble and quite dry in character. 

Plenty of grip and control, then, but occa­

sionally you become aware of slightly thick­

ened tonal textures. it's not as transparent 

as its rivals. Yet it's hard not to like the way 

the Creek does things. it puts the music first 

and hi-fi second. There's no mush or unnat­

ural warmth; it just gets on with the job in an 

honest, revealing and enjoyable fashion. No 

frills, plenty of thrills. Recommended. 

Amity Hi-Fi/Anderson Electronic, Germany 

a +49-7138-32-25 

Creek a (0181) 361 4133 

Musical Fidelity a (0181) 900 2866 
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Got No Strings ••• 

... To Hold Me Up 
If you don't like the 

restrictive nature of 

regular headphones, 

why not try some 

cordless ones? 

A
s a signal transmission medium, 

infrared - the chosen medium of 

three cordless headphones in this 

section- has some unique characteristics. 

There are infrared rays in daylight so all 

these systems, to a greater or lesser extent, 

suffer from the Dracula effect: they perform 

worse in strong or direct sunlight. You can 

forget using them outdoors, near a window 

or in a sun-lounge. What then, you might 

ask, is the point? 

The longest conventional headphone 

cord is three metres; many units come with 

just two metres. True, you don't have to sit 
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next to the hi-fi, but freedom of movement is 

somewhat restricted. All the infrared models 

here can breeze seven metres and degrada­

tion of sound quality doesn't start until about 

nine metres. The one radio frequency trans­

mitter and headset, made under the 

"Cyberwave" badge by Vivanco, has a range 

of over 30 metres and is indifferent to the 

sunlight IR sets hate- and, indeed, brick 

walls. it's a kind of freedom, but is it hi-fi? 

Least costly of theIR units is the £49.99 

JVC HA-W60 which, despite the weight of 

two AA alkaline batteries, has a light, comfy 

headset toting 30mm drivers, a single vol­

ume control for both sides and a three-hour 

auto power-off facility. The FM carrier chan­

nels are set at the "clean air" 2.3 MHz (left) 

and 2.8 MHz frequencies used by all theIR 

system in the group. 

The JVCs look quite sleek, attractive and 

comfortable. They're snug, certainly, though 

the foam ear pads become itchy after a 

while. Sound quality? Not bad at all- a bit 

brighter than the Vivanco IR5800s and less 

dynamic than the Sennheiser IS380s but 

remarkably clean, rhythmic and detailed. 

Borderline hi-fi but musical nonetheless. ..,_. 

HI-FI CHOICE 



This man can't 

believe what he's 

hearing ... 



.,_. Where the JVCs really score is with their 

amazing low background noise. The 

Sennheisers and Vivancos are also good in 

this respect, but they aren't as remarkable 

as the HA-W60s which are essentially hiss­

free at close range save for the gaps between 

tracks. A convincing argument for IR. 

Maybe an even better one is made by the 

£49.99 Vivanco IR 5800s and brand-new 

£54.95 Sennheiser IS 380s. These attrac­

tively simple models were the most comfort­

able of all the cordless models tested; both 

boast inner headbands but the Vivanco has 

the slightly more comfortable ear pads. 

The Sennheiser gets the award for the 

cutest transmitter, though. lt looks like a 

shallow road speed bump and has slots on 
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both sides to plug in and recharge the head­

set's nickel metal hydride battery. 

For different reasons, these are the sonic 

cream of the cordless crop. With the 

Vivancos, some fine detail is lost in its mar­

ginally higher background noise but, on the 

whole, they have a confident, well-balanced 

sound that's easy to listen to for long 

stretches. The Sennheisers clearly try harder 

for genuine hi-fi reproduction and, most of 

the time, get tantalisingly close; you can 

actually identify that clear, clean, well­

ordered Sennheiser sound. Trouble is, when 

the inevitable hiss creeps in as you move 

around, the sense of realism is abruptly 

shattered, which can make long-term listen­

ing more frustrating than satisfying. 

The other option, of course, is to lower 

your sonic expectations, extend your bound­

ary of operations and go for the £80 Vivanco 

Cyberwave FMH 3000s. They're quite 

bulky, look a bit silly with an aerial poking 

out of the right earpiece and aren't exactly 

cheap. But they do have honest walkabout 

potential and sound good enough- similar 

to a modest in-car FM radio- not to irritate, 

save for some weird chuffing effects with our 

test set. What interference there is seems 

mostly benign and forgivable given the range 

and room-to-room-to-garden freedom. Not 

for serious listening, but we liked 'em. 

Sennheiser UK Ltd m (01494) 551551 

JVC UK Ltd m (0181) 450 3282 

Vivanco UK Ltd m (01442) 403020 

HI-FI CHOICE 



('· . . The 12 i 1narks 

t he ba seline 

performance 

above which all 

o t her speakers 

shoul d r i se. 

But do they? 

Do they hell! '' 

• 

'� 

... But it' s true . 

Peter J Comeau is no ordinary reviewa As designer of the only product to win 

the coveted What Hi-fi Best Loudspeaker Award three times in succession, 

he's generally regarded as the guru of small speakers. With 30 years' 

experience as a specialist hi-fi retailer, ( (p · · fi" 
ercusszon zs zrn1 

co}ounder of a highly respected U K 

hi-fi manufacturer and one of the 

'terrible three' who pioneered 

subjective reviewing in the staid hi-fi 

press of the 1970s, his opinion carries 

formidable weight. 

Seasoned hi-fi critics are notoriously hard to impress. 

So how come we weren't surprised when Peter J Comeau 

enthused so fulsomely about our new 12i? 

and practically 

floor shaking in its 

intensity -just a few 

bars and you are 

already reaching for 

your wallet. '' 
Hi-Fi News & Record Review 

"They sound like a grand's worth of exotic compact," he wrote in October's 1-li-Fi News. 

"If Cclestion can achieve this sort of performance for a miserly figure, why are most of the 

speakers that arrive on the market so poor in comparison?" 

Well, we can't speak for anyone else - but we know what makes the 12i such a 

remarkable performer. 

The smooth, natural-sounding vocals? Celestion's 19mm tweeter, whose neodymium magnet 

is ferroOuid-cooled for improved power handling. 

The phenomenal bass response? 

130mm long throw bass drivers, 

which allow the cone extended 

movement without removing the 

HF coil from the magnetic gap 

where energy is most concentrated. 

The acoustic purity and lack 

of distortion' The use of laser 

interferometry to tune out the 

response peaks of conventional 

speakers. Celestion crossovers 

to ensure seamlessly smooth 

transitions. Mounting the drivers 

and reOex port in a dense 

one-piece composite bafOe to 

minimise resonance. Cabinets 

computer-designed to eliminate 

box coloration. 

In the words of the Hi-Fi News 

lab report, "the horizontal off-axis 

trace is brilliantly managed." To the 

listener, that means the same 

seductive audio e:>;perience 

wherever you sit in the room. 

No wonder the 12i reproduces the most demanding material with such accuracy[:::> 



ON TEST: HEADPHONES 

.._ OVERALL CONCLUSIONS 

The big picture should be pretty clear by 

now. Your common £100 dynamic head­

phone is one of hi-fi's great unsung heroes. 

Connected to a decent source component, 

it's capable of generating sonic delights that 

are scarcely believable. Head phone amps 

work. There wasn't a pair of cans in this 

test that didn't derive considerable benefit 

from an amp's extra drive, control and 

transparency. If you're considering cans for 

serious listening rather than just conve­

nience, we'd strongly recommend them. 

The crop of cordless cans are harder to 

condone. Even the most expensive of the 

infrared models in this test sounded worse 

than the cheapest of the conventional, 

corded units. The extra freedom of move­

ment is a bonus but is really limited to one 

room. A far better signal carrier in this 

respect is FM radio, as it isn't bothered by 

brick walls or strong sunlight and has a 

much longer range: expect to see a glut of rf 
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models over the coming months. But, even 

then, we're tempted to ask if they'll be such 

a smart buy. A Discman and a pair of 

Sennheiser 475s will sound much better 

and, of course, have an unlimited range. 

There are three standout models from the 

main group. Perhaps inevitably, one of 

them is a Sennheiser, the HO 545. lt does­

n't do anything badly and most things 

extremely well. They're headphones for all 

reasons. An altogether more dangerous cus­

tomer is Beyerdynamic's DT511. These 

good-looking cans have lightning mid range 

speed, so sound fresh and crisp. They don't 

produce the most neutral sound around but 

it's seldom less than enjoyable. 

Perhaps the best blend of excitement 

and listenability, though, comes from an 

unlikely quarter: Philips' SBC 3396. These 

are essentially rockers but are sufficiently 

refined to make a fine job of the other stuff, 

too; a bit like the Sennheisers but with a 

well-installed turbocharger. And they cost 

£55 less, which makes them superb value. 

Of the cordless systems, we liked the 

Sennheiser IS 380s for their ambitious 

sonic aspirations, design values and com­

fort; the JVC HA-W60s for their outstand­

ingly hiss-free reception and the Vivanco IR 

5800s for their easy-going musicality. But 

if what you want is music all round the 

house or in the garden, there's really only 

one choice- the FM radio-based Vivanco 

Cyberwaves. They aren't hi-fi but at least 

they do what it says on the box. 

The battle of the head phone amps left 

the big-value Musical Fidelity X-Cans and 

Creek OBH-11 bloodied by a German 

upstart no one's heard of. The Amity HPA2 

was, in many ways, the star of the show, 

turning in a scintillating sonic performance 

that showed MF's high-end-for-peanuts 

claim to be a little wide off the mark. 

Which isn't to take anything away from 

the X-Cans or OBH-11. Both are excep­

tional products for the price which should 

inspire at least as much confidence for 

being made by well-established specialist 

companies on our doorsteps, as for their 

fine sonic abilities. The Creek is everything 

you would expect: snappy, tuneful and 

vivacious. The MF is more unusual: won­

derful valve treble, hard-hitting midrange, 

rather soft lower bass. We recommend all 

of them but, if you want the full monty, 

check out the Amity, a sure Best Buy. � 

HI-FI CHOICE 
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and emotional depth. 

"The coherence is extraordinaty,'' 

Peter J Comeau remarks. "That each 

note is so well defined is remarkable 

for a speaker of this class." 

Peter concludes "When you 

close your eyes, they (the artists) 

might just as well be in the room 

with you." 

That's the ultimate accolade for 

any speaker, irrespective of price. 

At only £119, no wonder he 

couldn't believe his ears. 

''Nothing prepares you for the 
sound of this new model. Ask 
listeners to guess the price, 

I guarantee an answer closer to 
£500 than the spare change you 
have to sprinkle on the counter 

to own a pair. '' 

. .. At only £119, no wonder he 

couldn't believe his ears. 

The 12i i s  a v ailable at: 
Bristol Paul Roberts 1-Ii-Fi 31-33 Gloucester Road, BS7 SAA 01179 429370 
Bedford Richard's Audio Visual 4 Greyfriars, MK40 11-IP 01234 365185 
Windsor Sonics 1-Ii-Fi Ltd 58-60 Grove Road, SL4 1 l-IS 01753 859721 

Cheadle Audio Council 14 Stockport Road, SKS 2AA 0161 428 7887 
Cheadle Chester Audio Visual 47 St Werburgh Row, CHI 2DY 01244 320414 
Crewe Roy Townsend 2-4 Victoria Street, CW1 21-IE 01270 213276 
Northwich Roy Townsend 39 Chester Way, CW9 5JT 01606 43691 
Winsford Nordis Queens Parade, CW7 1AE 01606 593205 
Warrington Warrington Audio Visual 106 Bridge Street, WA1 2BY 01925 636215 
Kendal K. Gardener Ltd Unit 5, T he Wcstmourland, LA9 4LR 01539 721953 

Chesterfield F.L. Smith 12 Cavendish Street, S40 1VY 01246 234953 
Bournemouth Movement Audio 926 Wimbourne Road, Moordown, Bl-19 21-11-1 01202 529988 
Bournemouth Strouden Park T V  472-476 Castle Lane, Bl-18 9UD 01202 518323 
Hove Churchers 8 Western Road, BN3 1AE 01273 324616 
Epping Chew & Osbourne 148 High Street, CM16 4AG 01992 574242 
Saffron Walden Chew & Osbourne 26 King Street, CB10 1ES 01799 23728 
Southend-on-Sea Gateshield Ltd 19 T he Royals, SS 1 1 DQ 01702 461634 
Palmers Green Audio Vision 349 Green Lane, N13 4JG 0181 447 8288 
West Hampstead Audio T 190 West End Lane, NW 6 1SQ 0171 794 7848 
Andover KLWCook 1 T he Broadway, ST 10 2JF 01264 323573 
Hitchin David Orton Audio Visual 6 Bancroft, SG5 1JQ 01462 452248 
St Albans W Darby& Co 6 Market Place, AL3 5DG 01727 851596 
Kingston-Upon-1-Iull Nuway Televisions Ltd 149-151 Kingston Road, HU10 6AL 01482 651774 

Canterbury Canterbury Hi-Fi & Video 50 Burgate, CT 1 21-IW 01227 765315 
Lancaster Kenneth Gardener TV House, Parliament Street, LA1 1 DQ 01524 39344 
Wigan Ron Leigh Ltd 49 Mesnes Street, WN1 1QX 01942 244696 
Market Harborough T he Auditorium 27 Adam & Eve Street, LE16 7LT 01858 461460 
Edgware Musical Images 173-175 Station Road, HAS 7JX 0181 951 5864 
Ruislip TV Allied Service 70-72 Victoria Road, Ruslip Manor, HA4 OA.l-1 01895 632217 
Kings Lynn Martins Hi-Fi 5 High Street, PE30 SAF 01533 761683 
Norwich Martins Hi-Fi 85-87 Ber Street, NR1 3EY 01603 627010 
Kettering Classic Hi-Fi & Video School Lane, NN16 001-1 01526 310855 

Northampton Audiocraft 23-25 Deansgate, NN1 1T Y 01604 36291 
Belfast LRG Sound & Vision 171-175 Albert Bridge Road, BT5 4PS 01232 451381 

Co. Antrim LRG Sound & Vision 120 Main Street, BT 40 1RG 01574 272757 

Nottingham Forum Hi Fi 600-602 Mansficld Road, NG5 2FS 0115 962 2657 
Aberdeen Bruce Miller's 363 Union Street, AB9 1EN 01224 592211 

Lanark Braedale Electronics Ltd 33 St Leonard Street, ML11 7 AB 01555 663023 
Doncaster Barker & Wigfall Ltd 25 1-Iallgate, DN1 3NH 01302 323923 
Stafford Roy Town send Sheridan Centre, Gaolgate Street, ST 16 2AD 01785 243669 
Stoke Roy Townsend Level 2, Lewis Dept. Store, Lamb Street, ST 1 1LP 01782 289114 
Ipswich Matthews Ltd 97 Foxhall Road, IP3 SJY 01473 216121 

Ipswich Eastern Audio 41 Bramford Road, IP3 2LU 01473 217217 
Sudbury System Sound 91 North Street, C010 6RE 01787 881816 

Leamington Spa T he Leaminton Hi-Fi Co 23A Regent Street, CV32 5EJ 01926 888644 

Rugby Sounds Expensive 12 Regent Street, CV21 2DF 01788 540772 
Solihull Music Matters 93-95 Hobbs Moat Road, B92 1 HJ 0121 742 0254 

'� 
This does not constitute a full list of dealers. For your nearest Celestion dealer call 

Freephone 0800 731 3410 
c� 

c:�ELESTIDn 
Cclestion Consumer Division, Dept HFCS, FREEPOST MA 1332, Eccleston Hoad, Tovil, Maidstone, Kent, ME15 6QP. 
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. SEVENOAKS 
01132 459555 
109-113 London Road 

. ABERDEEN 
0 1224 587070 
491 Union Street 

. BEDFORD 
01234 272719 
29-31 St Peters Street 

• BIRMINGHAM 
0121 233 2971 
12 Queensway Arches, 

; 
Livery Street ,.. 

. BRIGHTON 
01213 733338 
55 Preston Street 

�BRISTOL (NOVEMBER) 
...,. 0117 929 7779 

92B White Ladies Road, 
Clifton 

. BURY ST EDMUNDS 
01284 753776 
47 Churchgate Street 

�CARDIFF (NOVEMBER) 
....,. 01222 472899 

104-106 Albany Road 

. CARLISLE 
01228 590775 
3 Earls Lane 
(Next to Bus Depot) 

. CHELSEA 
0171 352 9466 
403 Kings Road, SWIO 

• CHELTENHAM 
01242 241171 
24 Pittville Street 

. CROYDON 
0181 665 1203 
373 London Road 

. ENFIELD 
0181 342 1973 
7 Genotin Road 

. ESSEX 
01376 501733 
I The Grove Centre, 
Witham 

. GUILDFORD 
01483 536666 
73b North Street 

. HULL 
Opening Shortly Mail Order 01732 458985 

• KINGSTON 
(LATE NIGHT THURSDAY) 
0181 547 0717 
43 Fife Road 

• LEEDS 
(OPEN SUNDAY) 
0113 245 2775 
I 12 Vicar Lane 

• MAIDSTONE 
01622 686366 
96 Week Street 

.NEWCASTLE 
0191 221 2320 
19 Newgate Street 

. NORWICH 
01603 767605 
29129A St Giles Street 

. OXFORD 
(OPEN SUNDAY) 
01865 241773 
41 St Clements 

• PETERBOROUGH 
(LATE NIGHT THURSDAY) 
01733 897697 
36 Park Road 

.PRESTON 
01772 825777 
40-41 Lune Street 

• READING 
0118 959 7768 
3 & 4 Kingswalk 

.SHEFFIELD 
0114 255 5861 
Old Sheffield Savings 
Bank, Heeley 

.SOUTHAMPTON 
01703 337770 
33 London Road 

• TUNBRIDGE WELLS 
01892 531543 
28-30 St Johns Road 

• WATFORD 
(OPEN SUNDAY) 
01923 213533 
478 St Albans Road 

• WORCESTER 
01905 612929 
2 Reindeer Court 



PLEASE NOTE NOT ALL PRODUCTS ARE AVAILABLE AT ALL BRANCHES. PLEASE TELEPHONE TO VERIF Y PRICE AND AVAILABILIT Y BEFORE TRAVELLING. 

CD PLAYERS 
Arcam Alpha 7 (latest spec) £ 329.95 
Arcam Alpha 8 £ SI 9.9S 
Audiolab 8000 CD £ 999.95 
Cyrus DAD3 £ S99.9S 
Cyrus DAD3Q £ 899.9S 
Denon DCD42S £ 149.9S 
Denon DCD63S £ 179.9S 
Denon DCD82S £ 239.9S 
Kenwood DP3080 MKII £ 129.00 
Marantz CD46 £ 1 19.00 
Marantz CD48 £ 199.9S 
Marantz CD67SE £ 299.95 
Marantz CD6311KI Signature £ 399.9S 
Marantz CD 17KI Signature £1099.95 
Meridian 506 20 Bit £1099.95 
Meridian S08 24 Bit £1994.9S 
Micromega Stage 4 £ 599.95 
Micromega Stage 5 £ 749.95 
Micromega Stage 6 £ 949.9S 
Pioneer PDSSOS Precision £ 4S9.95 
Quad 77 Bus £ 629.00 
Quad 77 Powered £799.00 
Roksan Caspian £894.95 
Rotel RCD930AX £ 179.9S 
Rotel RCD9SO £ 249.9S 
Sony CDPXE3 I 0 £ 99.00 
Sony CDPXESI 0 £ 139.00 
Sony CDPXE900E £209.00 
Technics SLPGS80A £ 109.00 
CD MULTIPLAYERS 
Arcam MCD £ 449.95 
Kenwood DPR3090 £ 99.00 
Kenwood DPR4090 £ 119.00 
Kenwood DPR7090 £ 219.00 
CD TRANSPORTS 
Audiolab 8000CDM £1399.95 
Meridian 500 £1244.95 
Micromega Drive 3 £ 999.95 
DACS 
Audiolab 8000DAC £ 899.95 
Meridian 566 £1094.95 
Micromega DAC £ 749.9S 
Musical Fidelity X-ACT £ 129.95 
DIGITAL RECORDERS 
Philips CD Recorder P.O.A 
Pioneer PDR04 CD Recorder£ 699.9S 
Pioneer PDROS CD Recorder £ 999.9 S 
Sony MDSJESI 0 Minidisc £ 199.00 
CASSETTE DECKS 
Denon DRM5SO £ 159.9S 
Denon DRWSBO Twin £ 199.95 
Denon DRM650S £ 229.9S 
Kenwood KXW4080 Twin £ 119.00 
Sony TCKE400S £ 129.00 
Sony T CKA6ES £ 429.00 
Technics RSTR474 Twin £ 149.00 
Technics RSBXSO I K £ 139.00 
Yamaha KX390 £ 149.9S 
Yamaha KXS80SE £ 249.9S 
TURNTABLES 
Michell GyrodedRB300 £1020.9S 
NADS33 £ 199.00 
Project O.S £ IS9.9S 
Project I £ 199.95 
TUNERS 
Arcam Alpha 7 £ 229.9S 
Arcam Alpha 8 £ 279.9S 
Audiolab SOOOT £ 799.9S 
Cyrus FM7 £ 399.95 

0% FINANCE 
Spread the cost of buying selected 
quality hi fi separates and 
loudspeakers with our 0% finance 
terms. Up to 24 months interest free. 

Written details on request. 0% APR. 
Subject to status. 

Denon TU260L £ 119.95 
Denon TU2 15RDS £ 149.95 
Denon TU425RDS £ 199.9S 
Kenwood KT2080RDS £ 89.00 
Meridian 504 £ 694.9S 
Quad 77 £ 629.00 
Sony STSE200 £ 79.00 
Sony STSESOO £ 119.00 
Sony STSE700 £ 139.00 
Yamaha TX480L £ 99.9S 
AMPLIFIERS 
Area m Alpha 7 (latest spec) £ 259.95 
Arcam Alpha 8 (latest spec) £ 359.9S 
Arcam Alpha 9 £ 499.9S 
Arcam Alpha I 0 £ 799.9S 
Audiolab 8000LX £ 469.9S 
Audiolab 8000A £ 499.9S 
Audiolab 8000S £ 699.9S 
Cyrus SL £ 399.9S 
Cyrus MR3 Multiroom £ 499.9S 
Cyrus Ill i £ 599.95 
Denon PMA250SE £ 159.95 
Denon PMA350SE £ 199.95 
Marantz PM57 £ 199.9S 
Marantz PM66SE £ 229.9S 
Marantz PM66KI Signature £ 399.9S 
Meridian SSI £ 794.9S 
Pioneer A300R Precision £ 399.9S 
Quad 77 lnc Remote £759.00 
Roksan Caspian £ 694.95 
Rotel RA920AX £ 99.9S 
Rotel RA931 £ 149.95 
Rotel RA930BX £ 199.95 
Sony TAF248E £ 159.00 
Sony TAF448E Brooklands £ 199.00 
Talk Electronics Storm 2L £ 649.95 
PREAMPLIFIERS 
Arcam Alpha 9C £ 399.95 
Audiolab 8000C £ 579.9S 
Audiolab 8000PPA £ 999.9S 
Audiolab 8000Q £1249.9S 
Cyrus Pre £ 649.95 
Meridian 50 1.2 £ 694.95 
Meridian S02 £1294.9S 
Musical Fidelity X-Pre £ 199.95 
Quad 77 lnc Remote £759.00 
Rotel RC971 £ 149.9S 
Talk Electronics Whirlwind PSU £649.95 
Talk Electronics Hurricane 4LP £ 899.9S 
Talk Electronics Hurricane 3L £ 899.9S 
Talk Electronics Hurricane 4L £1099.9S 
POWER AMPLIFIERS 
Arcam Alpha BP £ 249.9S 
Arcam Alpha 9P £ 399.95 
Area m Alpha I OP £ S99.9S 
Audiolab 8ooosx £ 549.9S 
Audiolab SOOOPX £849.95 
Audiolab 8000MX Mono (each) £ 899.9S 
Cyrus XPA £ 299.9S 
Cyrus PSXR Power Supply £ 329.95 
Cyrus Power £ 499.95 
Meridian SOS Mono (each) £ 794.95 
Meridian 556 £ 894.9S 
Meridian 557 £1399.9S 
Musical Fidelity X-ASO Mono (pair) £ 499.9S 
Quad 77 £539.00 
Quad 707 £719.00 
Rotel RB971 £ 199.9S 
Rotel RB981 £ 299.9S 
Talk Electronics Tornado 2 £ S99.9S 
Talk Electronics Tornado 4 M (pair) £1099.9S 

. .  • 

A minimum balance of £400 after a I 0% 
deposit, followed by 6 equal monthly 

Example, Cost:£ I 000 Deposit: £I 00, 
followed by 6 equal Monthly Payments 
of: £150 

LOUDSPEAKERS (Pair) 
Acoustic Energy AE I OOi £ 199.95 
Acoustic Energy AE I 09 £ 349.9S 
Acoustic Energy AE 120 £ 499.9S 
B&W DM302 £ 149.9S 
B&W DM601 £ 199.9S 
B&W DM602 £ 299.9S 
B&W DM603 £499.95 
B&W CDMI £ 599.95 
B&W P4 £ 674.95 
Castle lsis 11 (Deluxe Extra)£ 229.95 
Castle Tay (Deluxe Extra)£ 329.9S 
Castle Severn MK I (Standard Finish)£ 399.00 
Castle Severn MKII (Deluxe Extra)£ 579.9S 
Castle Avon (Deluxe Extra)£ 699.95 
Castle Harlech (Deluxe Extra)£ 849.95 
Castle Howard MKII (Deluxe Extra) £1199.9S 
Epos ES 12 £ 499.95 
Epos ES22 £1184.9S 
Epos ES30 £2384.9S 
Kef Coda 7SE . £ 149.95 
Kef QI5 £ 199.9S 
Kef Q35 £ 349.95 
Kef QSS £ 499.95 
Mission 731 Pro £ 139.9S 
Mission 733i £ 329.9S 
Mission 7SOLE £ 249.95 
Mission 751 f (Deluxe Extra)£ 349.95 
Mission 752f (Deluxe Extra)£ 579.95 
Mission 7531 (Deluxe Extra)£ 799.95 
Mission 754f (Deluxe Extra) £1299.95 
Monitor Audio Monitor I (Bik) £ 249.95 
Monitor Audio Monitor 2 (Bik) £ 299.95 
Monitor Audio Monitor 3 (Bik) £ 399.95 
Monitor Audio Monitor 4 (Bik) £ 499.95 
Monitor Audio 700PMC (Bik) £ 599.95 
Monitor Audio 702PMC (Bik) £ 699.95 
Monitor Audio 703PMC (Bik) £ 799.9S 
Monitor Audio 70SPMC (Bik) £ 1399.9S 
Monitor Audio Studio 2SE (Bik) £ S99.9S 
Monitor Audio Studio 12 (Bik) £ 999.9S 
Monitor Audio Studio 20SE (Bik) Q 199.95 
Monitor Audio Studio 50 (Bik) £3999.9S 
Monitor Audio Studio 60 (Bik) £5999.95 
Mordaunt Short MSIOi Pearl £ 149.95 
Mordaunt Short MS20i Pearl £ 199.9S 
Mordaunt Short MS2Si Pearl £ 329.95 
Mordaunt Short MS I Oi Classic £ 279.9S 
Polk RT3 £ 199.9S 
Polk RT5 £249.95 
Polk RT8 £ 399.9S 
Quad IOL £ 539.00 
Ruark Epilogue (Deluxe Extra)£ 239.9S 
Ruark Icon (Deluxe Extra)£ 359.9S 
Ruark Templar 11 (Deluxe Extra)£ S59.95 
Ruark Sceptre (Deluxe Extra)£ 599.9S 
Ruark Talisman 11 (Deluxe Extra)£ 749.9S 
Ruark Prologue One (Deluxe Extra)£ 799.9S 
Tannoy Mercury M2 £ 139.9S 
Tannoy Mercury M3 £ 229.95 
SYSTEMS 
Denon DB3 inc spks £ 299.95 
Denon DCI inc spks £ 379.95 
Denon DM03 inc spks £ 499.95 
Denon DC30 inc spks £ 499.9S 
Denon DM7 ex spks £579.95 
Denon DF07 ex spks £649.95 
Denon D99W ex spks £ 899.9S 
Denon DFIO ex spks £999.95 

. . • 

A minimum balance of £400 after a 25% 
deposit, followed by 9 equal monthly 

. - • 

A minimum balance of £400 after a 50% 
deposit, followed by 12 equal monthly 

Teac Ref 300 ex spks £ 599.95 
Teac Ref 500 ex spks £ 799.95 
Yamaha CLAY I 0 ex spks £ 899.95 
Yamaha CLIO ex spks £ 949.95 
LASER DISC PLAYERS 
Pioneer CLDDSIS-1 £ 379.00 
Pioneer CLDD92S £ 499.00 
SURROUND AMPLIFIERS 
Arcam AVSO £ 699.95 
Sony TAVA8ES £ 489.00 
Yamaha DSPA492 £ 249.9S 
Yamaha DSPAS92 £ 329.95 
Yamaha DSPA I 092 £ 849.9S 
Yamaha DSPA3090 £ 1499.9S 
SURROUND RECEIVERS 
Denon AVR3200 £ 999.9S 
Kenwood KRVS090 £ 149.00 
Yamaha RXY392 £249.95 
Yamaha RXVS92 £ 399.95 
SURROUND PROCESSORS 
A ream Xeta Two £ 649.95 
Cyrus AV Master £ 699.95 
Meridian P.O.A 
Sony SDPEP9ES £479.00 
Yamaha APDI Demodulator £ 99.9S 
Yamaha DSPE492 £ 249.9S 
Yamaha DDP2 AC3 Decoder £ 349.95 
Yamaha DSPE I 000 £ 699.95 
CENTRE SPEAKERS 
Acoustic Energy AE I 07C £ 149.9S 
B&W CI OO £ 129.95 
B&W CC6 £229.95 
Kef SOC £ 129.95 
Kef Q95C £ 199.95 
Kef Model I 00 £ 359.95 
Mission 75C (Bik) £249.95 
Mordaunt Short T I 000 £ 239.95 
Polk CS250 £ 249.9S 
Ruark Dialogue One £ 299.9S 
Yamaha NSC60 £ 59.9S 
Yamaha NSC I OS £ 79.9S 
SURROUND SPEAKERS (Pair) 
B&W SIOO £ 129.95 
Boston P.O.A 
Kef 60S £ 199.95 
Kef 70S £299.95 
Mission 73S £ 99.9S 
Polk M2 £ 179.9S 
Polk RTFX £ 349.9S 
Polk LSFX £449.95 
Yamaha NSE60 £ 79.95 
Yamaha NSE I OS £ 109.95 
SUB WOOFERS 
Acoustic Energy AE I 08S £ 299.9S 
Kef 20B £ 349.9S 
Kef 30B £ 499.95 
Mission 7 SAS £ S49.9S 
Rei QSO £ 374.9S 
Rei QIOOE £ 494.9S 
Rei Strata 11 £ 574.95 
Rei Storm £694.95 
Yamaha Y STSW40 £ 139.9S 
Yamaha YSTSW80 £ 179.9S 
SPEAKER PACKAGES 
Boston P.O.A 
Kef Q Series P.O.A 
Mission AV2i £ 359.95 
Polk RMS300 £999.95 

Advertisement valid until at least the end of 
November 1997 E&OE. 

. .  • 

A minimum balance of £I 000 after a 
20% deposit, followed by I B equal 
monthly payments. 

• 0 . "' 

A minimum balance of £2000 after a 
20% deposit. followed by 24 equal 
monthly payments. 



ON TEST: CD PLAYERS 

Alvin Gold (listening tests) and Paul Miller (lab tests) 

put 10 budget CD players through the Hi-Fi Choice testing mill. 

L 
ife here at Hi-Fi Choice Towers 

has its ups and downs. This was 

supposed to be a test of 12 CD 

players, but only 11 had arrived 

by the appointed date. Another dropped out 

later when the distributor owned up that 

the product concerned was by then on sale 

for half the original price, and there were 

only a handful left- enough, with luck, to 

last out the week. A week last month as 

you read this. So here we are, with 10 CD 

players instead of 12, but never mind, we 

have some peaches. And we also have 

some lemons. 

None of the models tested costs more 

than £250; in fact the average price is 

nearer £150, with the first models tipping 

the scales at just £120, which is almost 

affordable if you think about it. There is 

more than one starter model here using 

technology that is deployed in higher eche­

lons of the same manufacturer's product 

range, having been given a further boost of 

facilities and perhaps the addition of a 

remote control handset, neither of which is 

likely to do good things to sound quality. 

There is, then, an implied promise of excel­

lent sound quality at modest prices- as 

for whether it was met; well this is a matter 

to which we shall return. 

lt doesn't bear repeating too often that 

there are different ways to buy compact 

disc players. The easy way is to trundle 

down to the high street or out-of-town 

superstore, and buy one off the shelf from 

your local electronics emporiwm or cata­

logue showroom. The other way is to go to 

a specialist dealer. The difference? Well in 
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practice it's unlikely to make a lot of differ­

ence to the price you pay. But the specialist 

should be able to demonstrate the differ­

ence between models on your shortlist, 

rather than just waffle on about them, and 

usually he will be able to exchange equip­

ment that turns out to be unsuitable for rea­

sons other than failure to operate. If in 

doubt about how to locate a true specialist 

dealer, try the Hi-Fi Choice Dealer 

Directory (p 139), or the BADA information 

hotline, � (0171) 226 4044. 

T
he test included sighted hands-on listening, 

physical examination and functional testing, 

with a wide variety of programme material and part­

nering equipment. There were two days of 

unsighted panel testing in which each player was 

presented to an experienced listening panel, and a 
standard music programme played, levels having 
been equalised first using appropriate test signals 
and measuring equipment. The equipment was cho­
sen to be of a caliber that would not unnecessarily 

limit any of the hardware. All equipment was run in, 

and players remained switched on and plugged in 
until all tests had been completed. The system 
included: Roksan Caspian amplifier, Definitive 

Technology BP8 floorstanding loudspeakers, 

Nordost Red Dawn speaker cables and intercon­
nects, and a Meridian 508 CD player to establish a 
level of competence at the start of each morning 

and afternoon session. Finally, there was a comput­
erised test programme .in Paul Miller's laboratory, as 
detailed on p77. 

This is by far the most searching series of tests 
used by any magazine. Readers may not be aware 
that the measurement and listening tests are con­
ducted entirely independently, and are not cross ref­
erenced before the reports are written. 

THE CAST LIST 
MODBJ. ••••••••••••.•••••.•••••••.•••••••••• PRICE •••.• PAGE 

AMC CD8a ........................... £149.95 ....... p79 

Denon DCD-635 ................... £179.99 ....... p87 

JVC XL-V184BK ................... £119.99 ....... p81 

Kenwood DP-4090 ............... £229.95 ....... p89 

Marantz CD-48 ..................... £199.90 ..•.... p91 

NAD 510 ............................. £199.95 ....... p93 

Philips CD751 .•.•.•••••••••••.••.•. £149.99 ......• p83 

Sony CDP-XE510 .........•........ £179.99 ......• p95 

Technic s SL-PS7700 ....•...•.••. £250.00 ••••••• p97 

Yamaha CDX-390 .••.•..••••••.•.• £129.95 ••....• p85 

WHAT MUSIC DID WE USE? 
Joni Mitchell: Coo/ Water from Chalk Mark in a 

Rain Storm on Geffen 924 172-2 

Keith Jarrett: Blues from Paris Concert on ECM 

1401 839 173-2 

James Taylor: Handy Man from James Taylor Live 

on Columbia 474216 2 
Henri Dumont: Veni sponsa mea from Henri 

Dumont Les Litanies de la Vierge on Linn Records 
CKD067 

Plus others too numerous (and sometimes with 
too many syllables) to enumerate for the 

hands-on testing. 

THE LISTENING PANEL 
Special thanks as always for expert listening ser­

vices of our panel. They were: Steve Cross (Ruark 
Loudspeakers), Jonathon Jordan (Complete 

Marketing Communications), David lnman (The 
Audio Marketing Department), Robin Marshal! 

(Mission), Russell Kaufmann (More! 
Loudspeakers), Julian Maddock (Mission), Jason 
Kennedy (Hi-Fi Choice) and Alan Sircom (Hi-Fi 

Choice). And once again, let's hear it for that nice 
Mr/MrS/Ms Pizza Express. 

Hl-FI CHOICE 



T
here will be significant differences 

between the cheapest product in our 

test and the most expensive. For this reason 

we always segregate our test candidates 

into two or more categories based on price. 

Our aim is to assess every product's perfor­

mance in the context of its closest rivals. 

• Each lab-report panel is colour-coded 

according to the key given below: 

Hl-Fl CHOICE 

T
he measurements behind Hi-Fi Choice's 
unique bar-graphs are provided by our 

Technical Editor, Paul Miller, using both GPIB­
controlled measurement hardware and his own, 
award-winning, PC-based Virtual Instrument 
software. Each bar-graph value is derived from a 
weighted statistic of several key measurements 
and is displayed relative to a notional zero per 
cent which represents the group average for that 
particular category. 
1 Suppression of Digital Images: This indicates 
the effectiveness of the player's digital filter in 
removing 'aliasing' or 'stopband' distortions 
immediately outside of the audio band . 

2 JiHu: Any uncertainty in the timing of the digital 
code produces digital jitter which manifests as an 
insidious form of distortion during digital-to-ana­
logue conversion. The lower the figure the better. 
3 Practical Dynamic Range: This is determined 
by the player's Signal-to-Noise ratio and to what 
degree it is compromised by any Noise 
Modulation occurring under real signal 
conditions. 
4 Harmonic Distortion vs. Level: This barchart 
value is derived from the variation in distortion 
both with frequency and signal level. The 
consistency and nature of the distortion also 
forms part of the equation. 
5 Linearity: Linearity is a measure of the 
player's low-level resolution. For example, if a 
signal coded at -80dB emerges from the player 
at -80.5dB then this represents a deviation in its 
linearity of 0.5dB. 

ON TEST: CD PLAYERS 

TEST INNOVATOR OF THE YEAR 
Our Technical Editor, Paul Miller, has been 
awarded Test Innovator of the Year by Test 

magazine, the leading European journal of the 
test and measurement industry. This gong 

came in recognition of Paul's Jitter 
Measurement Suite, as used to test CD 

players for Hi-Fi Choice. 
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hi-tech amps, at surprisingly 
reasonable prices, that beat most of 

the purist competition to a pulp. " 
HI-FI CHOICE BEST BUY, April1997 

� 30 Years Old - Audio T is one of the oldest and 
most respected hi·fi retailers in the world. 

� We're Authorised Dealers for all the products we 
stock and have factory trained staff who know what 
they're talking about. 
� Demonstrations · All our shops have single 
speaker dem rooms and all but two have a separate 
Home Cinema studio. 

� PX - We're happy to take your old, working, 
equipment off your hands if you don't want to sell it 
yourself (although you'll do better if you do). 

� Exchanges & Upgrades · You can change goods 
within 7 days if they are in perfect condition. You can 
also upgrade to more expensive products within 30 
days at no charge. 

� Interest Free Credit is available on selected items. 

� E. Mail & the Web · We are contactable on 
"hifi@audio-t.co.uk" and on the web at "http:// 
www.audio-t.co.uk" where you'll find our full sale list 
regularly updated. 

� Guarantees- a full 3 year guarantee on all new hi­
fi separates. Mini Systems, Video & TV are 2 years. 

� We're friendly and un-intimidating, we can arrange 
home dems and home loans (subject to status) and 
we install equipment foe if required. 

"See our monthly special offers list on our 
Web pages or in What Hi·Fi every month" 

BRITISH AUDIO 
OEAL.ERS AS SOCIATION 

=t;-�1 
lli'.%1!t.v�M!#il 

Main Brands: Acoustic Energy, Arcam, Atacama, Audiolab, B&W, 
Cable Talk, Celestion, Gyrus, Denon, Dynaudio, KEF, Kenwood, 
linn, Marantz, Meridian, Micromega, Mission, Monitor Audio, 
Mordaunt-Short, NAD, Nairn, Pioneer, Quad, Rega, REL, Rotel, 
Royd, Sennheiser, Tannoy, Technics, Trichoi-d, Vamaha. 
Not all products are stocked by every shop. 

CE PROMISE 
know you won't find better service. 

We know you won't find a better sound. 
• But if you find a better price, let us know and 
as long as we can verify it we'll be happy to 
match it. Plus you will still get our 3 YEAR 
Guarantee*. 
* 2 Year on TVNideo/�1ini Systems • I Year on Porlables 

Buying hi-fi should be a delight. 
If you would rather chose your new hi-fi in a civilised and relaxed 
atmosphere from a well-chosen selection of genuine performance 
equipment, then we are for you. Bring along your own records or 

CDs, we'll provide the coffee, and hear the difference we can make to 
your enjoyment of music. 

9 High Street, Hampton Wick, Kingston upon Thames, Surrey KTl 4DA 

Telephone: 0181-943 3530 � 
Open: lues· Fri 10.30am · 7pm, Saturday lOam· 6pm. ��p� 

1 0/12 Chapel Place 
Tunbridge Wells 

Kent TN11YQ 

Telephone: 01892 547003 
Facsimilie: 01892 547004 

US - CONTROVERSIAL? 
Of course 

Yes we have to admit that at SOUNDS OF MUSIC we sometimes fall into the controversial category but 
however, there is a definite purpose here and it is not just for the sake of being different. Our dedication is 
to find and supply you with the very best products available and that sometimes means that our products 
may not enjoy your instant recognition. Take the DUN LA VY 4 loudspeakers, 6' tall 5 unit moving coil 
towers with a performance that has earned them throughout the world a reputation as a true reference far 
ahead of most others in their respective price range. They are neutral but not bland as some supposedly nat 
loudspeakers with a startling dynamic and transparent performance giving a full scale of sound akin ro a 
true live performance. They are also easy to drive. And what beLter amplifiers to drive them with- PASS. 
A new name to some of you but if you really do follow the high-end, this incredible range will be known 
to you as a range that leads the solid state world by a considerable distance. Available in stereo or 
monoblock form from 30--200 watts these incredible amplifiers are top award winners everywhere. And to 
start and finish the system, the C.A.T. and the STRAT. The C.A.T. (Convergent Audio Technology) is still 
our number I pre-amp under the£ I OK mark and so far it has seen off all newcomers within this price range. 
And the STRAT (Lumley Stratosphere rurmable complete with Graham arm and Transfiguration cartridge) 
is the best turntable we have encountered yet -to date. If you have not heard your records on the STRAT, 
you have not heard them at all. 

As real enthusiasts, we seek out the best and generally find it. Our one months trial exchange system 
ensures that if you do not entirely agree with us, you always have an alternative way to achieve your goal. 
If you are fed up with some of the so called 'State of the Art products' on offer then call us for some 
unbiased advice on something a bit different which may satisfy you more than you can imagine. There are 
however, many other very good and well known top products that also have the very best following and 
reputations. We have most of these available as well. 

Book an appointment with us today. 

• AUDIO SYNTHESIS • AUDION • AUDIO NOTE • AUDIO RESEARCH • A.V.I. • ANTHEM • A.T.C. 
• ALON • B.A.T. • BOW • B&W • COPLAND • C.A.T. • CADENCE • CHORD • COGAN/HALL • 

DUN LA VY • DAC • EXPOSURE • ElK OS • ELECTROCOMPA rET • F. M. ACOUSTICS • GENESIS 
• GOERTZ • GRAHAM • HARBETH • JAMO • KRELL • KLIPSCH • KEF • KtMBER • LUMLEY • 

L.A.T. • LYRA • MAGNUM • MYRYAD • MICROMEGA • MAGNUM DYNALAB • MORDAUNT 
SHORT • MARA TZ • MAGNA PLANAR • MARTIN LOGAN • MICHELL • NEAT • NOTIINGHAM 
ANALOGUE • CRELLE • PROMENADE • PASS • PRO-AC • PINK TRIANGLE • QUAD • ROKSAN 
• RESTEK • R.E.L. • ROLAND • RUARK • S.M.E. • SEQUERRA • SHURE • SUM IKO • SPENDOR • 

SONUS FABER • TANNOY • TOTEM • TALK • TRANSFIGURATION • TOWNSHEND • TRICHORD 
• THORENS • TEAC • TRIANGLE • VON-SCHWEIKERT • WOODSIDE • WJLSON BEI\'ESCH • 

WADIA • X.T.C. • X.L.O. 

http://www.sounds-of-music.co.uk 
1 x MONTHS TRIAL EXCHANGE SYSTEM. FREE DELIVERY. 

THE WIDEST RANGE OF EQUIPMENT ON DEMONSTRATION 
Call or write for our special recommended systems list 

[)IJ VALVE- VINYL SPECIALISTS SYSTEMS FROM £500-£100K � 



ON TEST: CD PLAYERS (UP TO £150) 

AMC CDBa 

W
elcome to the umpteenth 
episode in the amazing 

story of AMC's prices, 

subtitled: how low can 
you go? The answer in this case 
is £150, which buys you a CD 
player with remote control and 
a fairly standard set of play functions, 
plus an electrical digital output. There's also 
a feature previously unseen on any budget 

player (or on most expensive ones either): a 

balanced output using XLR sockets, in addi­

tion to standard unbalanced phono outputs. 
In an ideal world, all signal interconnec­

tions would be in balanced form, which can 
increase the signal-to-noise ratio when noise 
components picked up en route are summed 
out of phase at the receiving end. However, 
balanced operation is difficult to implement 

properly, which is why, in practice, this 
method of working is restricted to exotic 

high-end components, mostly from the USA. 
If you were going to build a complete 

AMC system, I would wager that the benefits 
of balanced signal connections might be 
outweighed by more significant performance 
shortcomings inevitable in budget hardware 
such as this. And for the purposes of this 
test, it was not possible to use the AMC's 

PRICE £149.95 

0 Intriguing budget CD player with balanced output to 

suit AMC-branded balanced-input amplifiers; in other 

respects it's a rather ordinary desir;n with a strong 

line in bass. but a rather grubby sound in tbe 

midband. 

181 Tangent Acoustics UK, 115 New London Road. 

Chelmsford, Essex CM2 OQT 
lil (0500) 828620 

balanced outputs, first 

because of the need to ensure a level 

playing field on which to assess all of the CD 

players, and also because I had no suitably­
socketed amplification available. 

On the front panel there is a simple green 
fluorescent display, complemented by basic 
play controls, plus programme, repeat and 
display mode keys, and an bright 'power-on' 
indicator LED. T he remote-control handset 

benefits also from a track-access numeric 
keypad and an A-B repeat key. There is no 

head phone socket. 

Sound quality 
The panel could not agree on the sound of 
this model, and expressed a range of views. 
Regrettably, the balance of opinion tipped 
towards the unenthusiastic, leading to a 
nondescript score overall. 

"A thuddy bass, and a rather wispy vocal 

quality; I'm not sure that I'd recognise this as 
Joni Mitchell if I didn't already know," wrote 

one listener. On the Keith Jarrett piano track, 
he described the player as being "cloudy and 

lacking in precision." He noted also some 
clanginess in the upper registers, and a 
vocal quality delivered "as though through 
clenched teeth" (James Taylor). Another 
panelist wrote of the AMC's 'fruity' bass, 

which he felt worked well in the James 

Taylor track but less 
so elsewhere, and a softening of lead-

ing edges, which caused the Keith Jarrett 
piano sound to seem "slurred". 

Other comments were more favourable. 

"This is the best player so far (out of three)," 
wrote another listener. "lt is dynamic, has 

quite good timing, and there is more than a 
hint of spaciousness." Another member of 

the jury thought the AMC displayed a 
"strong sense of drive and a reasonable tonal 
balance that makes the music seem inter­
esting most of the time". 

Hands-on listening with different ampli­
fiers and speakers pointed to a player with 

limited capabilities. Its strong bass perfor­
mance was offset by a rather synthetic tre- � 

g 
ble, and it never seemed to portray more � 
than marginal detail. At a purely mechanical � 
level, this player had problems tracking � some of my older 'difficult' COs. :; 

Conclusion 
Thumbs-down for a worthy but unbalanced 
player that simply fails to transcend its limi­
tations. Those with balanced AMC ampli­

fiers may care to give it a whirl, though. AG 



BELFAST 
BIRMINGHAM 
BRIGHTON 
BRISTOL 
CARDIFF 
CHELMSFORD 
DUBLIN 
EDINBURGH 
GLASGOW 
LEE OS 

TEI: 012:12 m SS2 NEWCASnE TEI: 0191 2SIJ 1:192 

TEI: 0121 fJ4S 1516 NORWICH TEI: 0160S 620 860 

TEI: 012TS 61SSSS NOmNOHAM TEL: 0115 924 1551 

TEI: 0117 ITS 4:197 CHELSEA TEL: om S52 8496 PLYMOUTH TEL: 01752 222 256 

TEI: 01222 465654 CROYDON TEL: 0191 687 1100 PRESTWICH TEL: 0161 m fWS 

TEI: 01245 S55 666 KII(GSTON TEL: 0181 549 9999 READING TEL: 017S4 591 111 

TEI: 01 671 9666 LONDON CITY TEL: om 626 8006 SEVENOAKS TEL: 017S2 456 5TS 

TEI: 01:11 226 S5U LONDON BRIDGE TEL: om 403 1201 
SHEFFIELD TEL: 0114 268 1616 

TEI: 0141 226 5551 SWISS COTTAGE TEL: om 722 .W9 
SOUTHAMPTON TEI: 0170S 2J1 Jll 

TEI: 01/S 245 5717 WEST ENO TEL: 0171 BSI 2886 
STOCKPORT TEL: 0161 48IJ 1700 

���,.�,r..���nr.�ift�,..,�rrrw.r�,��o��o�����TEL:il·otii9ZJZI8B86 

We will gladly mall any product to your 
door. Simply call: 

0500 333500 
FOR E.C. ENQUIRIES PLEASE PHONE 
0044 "'17"1 378 0345 

or fax 0171403 5152 and we will 
be more than happy to help. 

Hotllne will be answered In person Mon-Frl 
10am-5pm, Sat 10am-5pm. Otherwise, there 

Is a 24hr ansaphone at all other times� 

00/o FREE CREDIT 
WHEN YOU SPEND 

OVER £750 
We will beat any Interest free deal on 

comparable product/price. 
Interest free excluding Dublin, Belfast + 

Amsterdam stores (subject to status, written 
quotation available on request) (most brands). 



ON TEST: CD PLAYERS (UP TO £150) 

JVC XL-V184BK 

J 
VC's entry-level XL-V184BK 

is a close relative of the XL­

V284 reviewed in HFC 

147. In fact the two units 

are so similar as to be identical, 

apart from the former's omis­

sion of remote control and its 

new, remarkably low selling 

price of £120 . 

On the plus side, the XL-V184BK looks 

like good value. lt has a very well-stocked 

front panel, and an excellent if rather bright 

display. lt comes complete with facilities 

y ou'd expect only on more costly hardware, 

including program, random and repeat play, 

activated by large, well-signposted controls 

on the left of the centrally-mounted display. 

On the right are the usual control key s 

for play, cue and track-skip, and a numeric 

keypad for direct track access. There is a 

headphone socket, but its output level is 

fixed. The 'display-off' facility works intelli­

gently, coming to life briefly when a com­

mand is issued before falling asleep until 

the end of the disc . 

As you might expect, there is provision 

for this CD player to be linked with other JVC 

components and operated with a single 

remote control. The same rear-panel 'Camp­

Link' sockets also enable synchronised 

recordings from CD to tape. 

PRICE £119." 
LJ Doesn't tell the whole story, but remains a skilled 

raconteur nonetheless; a winning technical perfor­

mance and at lbe price it's a peach. Buy! 

181 NC UK ltd, JVC Business Park, PriesUey Way, London 
NW2 7BA 

• (0181) 450 3282 

i ng drawer is slow and 

sounds asthmatic, but the JVC tracked 

securely, even when presented with less­

than-pristine 'problem' COs. 

Sound quality 
On paper, the XL-V184 should sound very 

similar to the XL-V284, though the absence 

of a remote-control receiver might improve 

sound quality slightly through reduced load­

ing on the power supply. 

T he senior model received a 

Recommendation (HFC 147), but on its 

first presentation to the panel, the XL-V184 

garnered unanimous disapproval. 'Thin", 

"scrawny ", "inept", and "small-sounding" 

were ty pical epithets. However, I suspect 

the assembled listeners were still adjusting 

to the first test candidate after hearing 

Meridian's £1,700 508 during the set-up 

process. When the JVC was presented a 

second time, it fared much better. 

My own listening after the panel testing 

confirmed the second score was a more real­

istic judgement. Also, I discovered that 

switching off the display makes a positive 

contribution to sound q ua I ity. 

There was a warmth and grace to the JVC 

which is often lacking in more costly 

machinery, though it is not as transparent as 

s o m e ,  a n d  

spatial cues tend to be 

muddled. "Big and bold, quite 

together-sounding, but there's a bit of a 

metallic sheen," was one comment, while 

another panelist wrote that it was "big and 

full-bodied, but lacked upper treble so that it 

sounded steely and hard," echoing many 

similar comments. 

Taking these observations into account, 

and allowing for a rather lossy sound with 

rather caricatured stereo behaviour, I still 

maintain that this unit's sound-to-price ratio 

is hard to fault. 

Conclusion 
At £120, the JVC XL-V184 seems to have � 

::i 

-! 
'5 

1 

what it takes in terms of build-quality, fea­

tures (except for remote control) and eupho­

nious sound. Okay, so it is not the most 

exciting or analytical CD reproduction device 

ever to have emerged from the Victor � 
"' 

Corporation of Japan, but at the offered price "" 
3: 

I believe it represents exceptional value for 
� 

money, and accordingly I have reached into � 
the humidor and awarded it a fragrant > 

Recommended swing-tag. AG 



For Fast 'n Free 24 hr UK Mail Order Contact: 0181 8521321 

ARCAM 
New Additions 

THE CHOICE IS TRULY YOURS 
IAI e carry the finest range of Hi-Fi in London and you 

rr can be sure that any of the products you see advertised 

here are on display and available for audition. Our helpful 

experienced staff are always on hand to help explore the 

possibilities open to you. This month - Lots of new goodies 

from Arcam, Linn, Naim & Pioneer- come and have a listen! 



ON TEST: CD PLAYERS (UP TO £150) 

Philips CD751 

T
his player bears a close resemblance to 
the Marantz CD-48 reviewed on 
page 91. On its front panel, this 
player boasts the presence of 

Philips' proprietary Bitstream digi­
tal-to-analogue conversion system, 
though the Lab Report reveals there 
is more to this than meets the eye. 

Features include an attractively­
designed, unusually ergonomic remote-con­
trol handset with a 10-key numeric keypad, 
and a volume control feeding the main out­
put. Intriguingly, the player arrived with the 
volume set about half way, but sounded 
much more lively with the volume set to full. 
lt always remembers its last setting before 
being switched off. 

Features on offer include direct track 
access from the front panel, and a range of 
advanced play and tape-editing features, 
including a fader, peak search and various 
time edit modes. However there is no sync 
socket to accommodate friendly cassette 
decks. Headphones may be connected via a 
dedicated volume control, and there is an 
electrical digital output. 

Sound quality 
The Phi lips did not receive a resounding vote 
of confidence from the panel. "it's an okay 

VALUE 
PRICE £149.H 

0 Well-endowed budeet-price model, witll somewhat 
irre&Uiar overall balance; it worked at some times 
but not at others. 

181 Philips Consumer Electronics, 420-430 London Road, 

Croydon, Surrey CR9 3QR 

lit (0181) 689 4444 

kind of player: the bal­
ance is acceptable, but the 
tends to thud," said one listener at the close 
of proceedings. Another remarked on a seri­
ous lack of detail-resolution and ambience. 
"it's very dry," he said, "rather like a quiet PA 
system." A third member of the jury chose to 
describe the Philips as a bit clinical and 'in­
yer-face' - "a genealogist's CD player" was 
his parting shot. 

Different listeners frequently remarked 
on an odd, phasey, edgy feel. "There's a 
buzzy quality to the upper registers," com­
mented one after hearing the Keith Jarrett 
track; another, writing about the same piece, 
remarked that the sound had a "gritty top 
end and an artificial-sounding midrange" 
and that it "sounded processed". This 
appears to be associated with an under­
characterised stereo image. 

"Seems a bit mono-ish- or is that just a 
reaction to the spaciousness of the last 
player?" asked one panelist. The lively, spa­
cious James Taylor recording was also 
damned with the mono epithet by another 
listener; the following referred to the choral 
piece: "sounds hurried - you can't fit this 
many singers into such a small, shallow 
aural picture". 

My own hands-on listening sessions told 

same story, 
highlighted a degree of 
inconsistency from system to system, and 
even from compact disc to compact disc, 
which made it difficult to form a balanced 
judgement. The Philips is a fair performer 
with simple, middle-of-the-road music, but 
loses its footing with difficult, dense mater-
ial. Its coarse, textured treble was high­
lighted by a Roksan Caspian amplifier, but it 
sounded more subdued and focused via an 
easy-going Prima re A20. 

Conclusion 
I can't help but feel that the Philips CD751 
is sometimes a little unbalanced, tending � 

g towards a thin and scrawny sound in the top � 
registers, and opacity at the bottom end. Its � 
inconsistent performance made it difficult to � pin down, but in terms of features alone it is :; 
a well-endowed player at an exceptionally � 
reasonable price. This is not enough to war- ... 

� rant a formal Recommendation, but I would 
= 

definitely say it is worth considering. After � 
all, you don't see many Wadias or Krells for � 

£150 these days. AG ..,.. 



� Superb upgrade for 
any hi-fi system; like 
changing every 
component and buying 
a new music collection 
into the bargain. 

� Dust-trap par 
excellance; more 
addictive than crack 
cocaine. 

"Now, I can only say 
that until I had the Mana 
equipment table fitted, 
my hi-li system was at 
best half-cocked." 

Verdict 
M ana 

Acoustics 
Reference 

PROS: Superb 
performance; great 
effects for a mere 

table 

CONS: A right royal 

pain to clean and dust 



ON TEST: CD PLAYERS (UP TO £150) 

Yamaha CDX-390 

Y
amaha's new entry-level CD player is 

no bare-bones product: it's 

sleek and sophisticated, 

and looks almost too well 

equipped to be the first rung on 

the company's CD ladder. lt 

comes with a comprehensive 

remote control (whose numeric 

keypad duplicates the one on 

the front panel), index search and a three­

stage display dimmer. 

The handset also includes keys to drive a 

comprehensive range of CD-to-tape editing 

features. These include automatic track 

spacing and editing, auto programming of 

discs to make best use of the available tape 

space, and even a peak-level search capa­

bility. A synchronised CD recording feature 

makes CD player and cassette deck respond 

to a single start command, but at first sight 

it is not obvious how this works since there 

is no dedicated socket on the back panel. 

In fact, provided one has a compatible 

Yamaha cassette deck, this synchronisation 

feature derives its start command from the 

remote control at the same time as the CD 

player, if the two are positioned close to one 

another. Simple, and presumably effective. 

Unfortunately there is no digital output 

socket, so this unit cannot be upgraded with 

SOUND 

VALtl'Jl 

PRICE £129.95 

0 Well-presented entry-level player of particular 

interest to those with seriai-CD dubbing require­

ments and a compatible Yamaha cassette deck. 

Musically too inconsistent to recommend. 

181 Yamaha Electronics UK ltd, 200 Rickmansworth Rd, 

Watford, Herts WOI 7JS 

• (01923) 233166 

Neither is there a headphone 

socket nor indeed any output apart from the 

standard line-level phono sockets. 

Sound qua6ty 
The panel gave this model a high score, 

which is impressive given the low selling 

price. However the nature of the comments 

tended to belie the strong numerical show­

ing from all but one member of the panel, 

who awarded the Yamaha his highest score 

of the day. He described the player as offer­

ing "good resolution of fine detail and a tight 

bass", though he also felt that stereo 

imagery was "two dimensional" (Joni 

Mitchell). 

The James Taylor track was more enthu­

siastically received. "lt captures the live 

spirit," he enthused, and "puts the perfor­

mance against a very dark background". 

The consensus opinion depicted a rather 

dense, opaque sound, not lacking in power, 

and with a certain treble presence, but 

which ultimately obscures more than it elu­

cidates. The James Taylor track did indeed 

have an energetic, lively feel, but I felt that 

the performance sounded rather one-dimen­

sional and lacking in subtlety, and stereo 

performance was sometimes phasey. 

"Tonally okay, but the 

piano seems a bit stretched 

left-right plane," was one comment on the 

Keith Jarrett; while James Taylor's ultra­

smooth delivery was characterised as 

"strained" by the same listener. 

Perhaps the most perceptive comment 

came from another panel member who 

wrote in his sum-up comments that the 

Yamaha "times well and has a good tonal 

balance, and sounds really nice with simple 

music, but that it tends to come to grief and 

sound harsh and muddled with more com­

plex material". Quite so. 

Conclusion 
There are two points to be made in favour of 

this player: it is well built, with excellent 

controls, plenty of tape-dubbing aids and 

smooth-acting mechanicals; and it is cheap. 

Its rather inconsistent sound quality will 

never endear it to those who seek a high­

performance player at a low price, but it 

manages to sound presentable, and cer­

tainly would not disgrace any self-respecting 

middle-rank system. AG 

"' 
= 



... there's a specialist retailer of Hi-Fi and Home Cinema equipment who 

gives independent advice, excellent deals and a level of after sales 

service that keeps customers returning year after year. 

Since 1981 we have selected products which offer high quality 

performance and value for money whatever your budget. We back this 

up with excellent demonstration facilities and staff that have the 

knowledge that only comes with being a genuine enthusiast. 

We are not just another dealer, why not test our claims for yourself 

soon ... at a town near you! 

+Systems and separates 

+Home cinema surround sound 

+Multi room systems 

+ Friendly expert advice 

+Part exchange welcome 

+ Comfortable demonstration rooms 

+Home delivery and installation 

+ In-shop repair service 

+ Interest free credit on selected products 

+ Free 3 year warranty on Hi-Fi separates 

+ We will match any deal offered by another authorised dealer 

audio eXcellence 
WHERE THE MUSIC MATTERS 

BRISTOL 65 Park Street, BS 1 SPB. Tel: 0117 926 4975 
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ON TEST: CD PLAYERS 1£150-£250) 

Denon OC0-635 

H
ere is a replacement for the DCD-625, 

which is pitched into the fray at £20 

less than its predecessor. 

lt keeps faith with multi­

bit conversion technology by 

deploying what is claimed to 

be an 18-bit Burr Brown DAC 

plus eight-times-oversampling 

'LAMBDA filters' and 'Digital 

Noise Shaping'. 

This player is nothing special to 

look at. The centre-mounted mechanism is 

positioned above the display, which is not 

the most helpful arrangement, but otherwise 

it is cleanly styled, simple, and easy to 

understand. Its mechanism is quiet but pos­

itive in action, and the rather fussy display 

can be dimmed or switched off entirely, with 

some benefit to sound quality. 

The head phone feed has a rotary volume 

control, while via the remote handset users 

may attenuate the main line-level output by 

12dB, though not without a penalty to 

sound quality. 

The display dimmer is a new feature, and 

the laser-servo control has been upgraded, 

leading to claims of faster track-to-track 

response and more accurate tracking. User­

convenience features include various disc-to­

tape editing programme functions, and these 

are enhanced by the provision of a 'sync' 

VALUE 
PRICE £179.99 

0 First-rate budcet price player; sharp, articulate and 
vividly presented; but unprepossessing packaging 
and sugpstion of midband emphasis. 

181 Hayden Laboratories Ltd. Hayden House, Chiltern Hill, 
Chaijont St Peter, Bucks SL9 9UG 

fit (01753) 888447 

which one may connect 

Denon cassette decks. The digital 

output is a TOSLINK optical socket, and the 

display includes a calendar-style track num­

ber readout . 

Sound quality 
Here is a player that shows what can be 

done at a low price when resources are con­

centrated where they can do the greatest 

good. "Bouncy and pretty lively," wrote one 

listener about the Joni Mitchell track . "The 

player is tonally very even-handed, and very 

easy to listen to," and the Keith Jarrett was 

felt to have "a good sense of rhythm". The 

choral piece from Henri Dumont offered 

"good clarity, with a nice listen-through 

character and good (vocal) articulation, and 

an even-handed tonal balance". Another 

described the De non as the "best so far". 

Following the James Taylor presentation 

another listener wrote that the player "cap­

tured the interplay of instruments well", 

though he felt the player was a little too laid­

back to fully exploit the live feel of the song. 

This, however, was a minority view, and 

a high average score tells its own eloquent 

story. I have no quarrel with the consensus 

panel view. This is a 

clean, evidently accurate and expressive 

player, which was as good an advocate for 

the complex and the unfamiliar- for exam­

ple, the extraordinarily complex sound pic­

tures in Percy Grainger's The Warriors 
(Rattle/CBSO on EM I)- as it was with more 

homely material such as the James Taylor 

test track Handy Man. In the end, it was the 

authentically lifelike quality of the latter 

which marked this player out from the 

crowd; that combined with a general mix­

ture of euphony and transparency. 
� 

"' 

g Conclusion � 
Though it is no advert for a large cosmetics � 
budget, and indeed feels a little plasticky, 'i Denon's DCD-635 is a thoroughbred when it � 
comes to musical performance, and it holds � 
its own with players that cost quite a bit i 
more. The only criticisms raised during the .g 
test were mild in nature and infrequent in "" 

occasion. This CD player, I believe, is an !! 
obvious Best Buy. AG � 



Just a small selection of our huge range of products. 

MARANTZ PM66SE Kl Sig ... ........ freephone 
NAD 312 ........................... . . .. freephone 
NAD 314 ............. ....................... freephone 
PIONEER A300R .. ....................... freephone 
PIONEER A405R .. . .... .freephone 
PIONEER A605R . ........................ freephone 
ROTEL RA920AX . ........... .. .. ...... freephone 
ROTEL RA931 ... ............. ..... ..... freephone 
ROTEL RA980X . ......................... freephone 
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ON TEST: CD PLAYERS (£150..£250) 

Ken wood D P-4090 

Y
ou will find in Kenwood's price list a 
brief description of this model, which is 

the third most expensive in a five-strong 

range. The description reads: 'CD 
player, 1 bit DAC, D.R.I.V.E, remote control, 
tuned for the UK, CD Text'. CD Text? it's 
going to be everywhere soon. Fifteen years 
ago the capability was first demonstrated by 
Technics, though the concept was written 
into the original Red Book specifications for 
CD. Now Kenwood, among other brands, has 

introduced players that can extract album 

and track titles, artist and composer names 

and other similar data from suitably-encoded 
discs, using a large dot-matrix panel above 
the loading drawer, with long messages 
scrolled across the display. 

Despite possessing a minimalist front 
panel, the DP-4090 is not short of features, 
and many of these are potentially most use­
ful: electrical and optical digital outputs, 

remote system-link terminals and remote­
control-operated headphone volume adjust­

ment. (However the same digital ladder net­
work is also in line with the main outputs, 

and this is less welcome.) 
Though bulky, the player is well made, 

and has an extruded aluminium front panel, 
with a thin Teac-like loading drawer, which 

is quieter and quicker to respond than most. 

��· I [ljj 

SOUND ***** 
VALUE ***** 
PRICE £229.95 

0 Sharp, clean and well-differentiated sound quality, 
with strong tonal quality, dynamics and three­
dimensional imagery - plus CD Text. No real 
failings that we can find. 

181 Kenwood Electronics UK Ltd. Kenwood House, Dwight 

Road, Watford, Herts WDI 8EB 

fit (01923) 816444 

A 'peak search' 

feature is available to help set 
recording levels on a partnering Kenwood 
cassette deck, and various tape dubbing fea­
tures are available, though typically for this 
marque, some of the operating procedures 
are a little obscure until you've read the 
instructions in depth. 

Sound quality 
Clearly it was one of the more successful 

models in this group, because the Kenwood 
received a highly consistent endorsement 
from the panel. "This sounded pretty good," 
wrote one panellist; another said: "I liked it. 
The player sounds full-bodied, rhythmic and 
detailed. Sometimes its treble seems a little 

harsh, but on the whole it works really well". 
One point attracting particular praise was 

stereo imagery. "The piano has excellent 

depth and a strong sense of scale, with a 

soundstage that seems to extend to the 

edges of the speakers, then stops abruptly," 

was the comment on the Keith Jarrett and 
James Taylor tracks. Another member of the 
jury, who was sitting more centrally between 
the speakers, wrote of the Kenwood's 
"impressive, wide, open imaging, which 
went way outside the speakers". Timing and 

dynamics were widely 
and explicitly praised, while 
the only criticisms were confined to sporadic 
comments about a degree of muddle and 
coloration when the music became very 

complex. "This player drew me into the 
music -I really enjoyed listening," was one 
pretty typical sum-up comment. 

The Ken wood is a colourful and articulate 

player which is notably more dynamic and 
less mechanical than most, and which per­
formed consistently with each system used 
on test. lt had the happy knack of drawing 
attention away from the mechanics of music 
reproduction, and into the music itself. 

c 
� 

� 
Conclusion � 
A first-rate budget CD player, the DP-4090 � 

has an open, expressive sound quality, with i 
plenty of tonal colour, dynamic incident, and 

dark spaces between the notes to enhance "" 
3 

contrast. Take into account an improved , 
loading mechanism and the CD Text feature, : 
and you're left with an unquestionable star :; 

performer. The DP-4090 is a Best Buy. AG 



Our 
products cl 

stan 

out from the d 

crow 
Alphason Designs products are 

engineered to bring out the best in 

your Hi-Fi and Audio Visual systems. 

structures. Our range of furniture for 

your conventional Hi-Fi, Loudspeakers, 

Home Cinema, Mini or Midi system is 

designed to fit easily into your home. 

Alphason Designs products are 

available throughout the UK. 

For information of your nearest 

stockist or a free copy of the 
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ON TEST: CD PLAYERS (£150..£250) 

Marantz CD-48 
blance to the Philips 

.,!!!JI T
his player bears a striking 

CD751 (tested in this i5 
issue, p83). The front 

iilili��==������!!!! panel is different and looks the 

better for it, but many key 

parts are in precisely the same 

positions, and the rear panels, 

which are rarely disguised for obvious 

reasons, are virtually identical. This is true 

also of the remote controls, which is no bad 

thing: this is an artfully-designed handset 

that is very easy to use. Remote control over 

the player's main line level output is here, 

above a diamond cluster of the main trans­

port function buttons, and below a 10-key 

numeric keypad. The latter is duplicated on 

the player's front panel. 

The Marantz is equipped with the usual 

plethora of tape edit, trick play and track 

programming modes. On the tape-editing 

front there is a peak-search function to help 

set appropriate record levels, and a fader 

control to smooth over the joins between 

tracks. The player is also equipped with an 

electrical digital output socket, and a head­

phone socket with a volume control to 

match. The display is of excellent quality, 

and the control system is well organised, if a 

little 'busy'. My advice is to stick with the 

VALUE 

PRICE £199.90 

0 At times a genuinely distinguished sound, but 
undermined by coarse. excessive performances at 
the frequency extremes. 

181 Marantz Hi Fi UK Ltd., Kingsbridge House, Padbury Oaks, 

581 Bath Road, Longford, Middlesex UB7 OEH 

m (01753) 680868 

Sound quality 
lt is not hard to draw parallels with the 

Phi lips CD751 in the listening panel's reac­

tions to the Marantz. However, when it came 

to criticisms that were directed at the Philips 

model, these were much less vehement, and 

overall there was a greater sense of enthusi­

asm for the Marantz. There were occasional 

calls of "dire" and "bad", and more than one 

remark to the effect that the Marantz 

sounded artificial, but these were outnum­

bered by the positive comments. "Refined 

without losing its edge ... good underpinning 

of bass," was one comment following the 

Joni Mitchell track, while another drew 

attention to the "clear differentiation 

between voices" and the generally "solid 

presentation". These comments are broadly 

representative of the consensus in this case, 

but one listener demurred, describing the 

sound of Marantz, CD48-style, as "artificial" 

and the treble as "glassy", though his princi­

pa I complaint was of an uncontrolled. 

overblown bass. 

I took the opportunity to compare the 

Marantz directly to the Philips, and was a lit­

tle surprised to find they sounded quite dif­

ferent. The Marantz sounded more distant 

than the Philips, which was already less 

f o r w a r d  i n  

balance than most. But 

the Marantz was also more sharply focused, 

with a more obviously dynamic sound, both 

in the way low-level details were distin­

guished from each other, and in their gross 

dynamic structures. On balance, the 

Marantz was clearly the more distinguished­

sounding player of the two, though it was 

also the more aggressive-sounding, and 

upper strings and other complex, high-fre­

quency-rich sounds sometimes acquired a 

distinct phasiness and granularity, which 

perhaps accounts for some of the comments 

about the treble. Either sample variation 

plays a more prominent part than expected, 

or these really are two different players inter- � 
g nally. But I know which one I'd buy. � 

·a; 
-§ 

Conclusion 

i The CD-48 lacks the softly-spoken refine­

ment of other Marantz players. lt hints at � 
sterner stuff, but often its strengths are � 
veiled, with some excess at both frequency 

� 

extremes bracketing a mostly clear, open and � 
well-differentiated midband. A flawed > 

design, but interesting nonetheless. AG � 
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NAD 510 

N 
AD's generic look 

is now so familiar 

a s  t o  h a v e  

acquired institu­

tional status. All the 

usual visual cues are 

present: the grey facia, 

the back-lit display, the 

simple control layout, the 

loading tray that sounds like an elephant 

being pulled across a gravel pit. 

This is the new, stripped-for-action, 

entry-level NAD player. The 510 omits 

remote control, digital output or niceties like 

headphone sockets. The front panel houses 

skeleton facilities for normal operation, 

including cueing and track skip, random and 

repeat play, but there is no track program­

ming option and no remote control. I would 

not be surprised if many users miss both of 

the latter. Apart from the obligatory play, 

pause, stop and open controls, the only 

other button is the one that switches the dis­

play between time elapsed and time remain­

ing, both for the current track as well as the 

whole disc. 

Simplicity is no bad thing, but the admit­

tedly attractive display has insufficient 

space between track numbers and time 

readouts, frequently making it hard to inter­

pret the display unambiguously. Oh, and 

why do NAD's designers insist on retaining 

PRICE £199.95 

0 Stripped-down player with no digital-out or remote 
control. Music sounds stripped-down, too. 

181 The Audio Club, Unit 15, Faraday Rd, Aylesbury, Bucks, 

HP19 3RY 

tir (01296) 82017 

ON TEST: CD PLAYERS (£150-£250) 

leading zeros? 

The digital hardware is not 

NAD's usual MASH, apparently, but a one­

bit Bitstream implementation followed by a 

five-pole filter. NAD claims it has paid par­

ticular attention to short signal paths, and 

has attempted to minimise contamination of 

audio signals by stray RF noise. 

Sound quality 
The panel was distinctly underwhelmed by 

this player, even though it was auditioned 

alongside other comparably-priced models, 

as is standard practice in our panel tests. 

One listener chose to construct a scenario 

for a low-cost player in which the aim is to 

reduce the usual perceived problems of the 

medium, and the result is a unit so smooth 

that it has "no leading edges, no nothing". 

Another wrote that there seemed to be "two 

Farads between myself and the music", 

which just might make this the first joke in 

history to feature the unit of electrical capac­

itance. Other comments: "wispy and slightly 

vague- vocals blurred and indistinct" (Joni 

Mitchell); "very legato, like all the leading 

edges have been filed off" and "soundstage 

is far too centralised" (the piano recording 

featuring Keith Jarrett); "lacking presence" 

(James Taylor); and "flat, no expression, 

and again the panel offered 

ments of a similar nature. 

These opinions may sound like carica­

tures, but my hands-on tests confirmed that 

the NAD is very cool and dry, with a pecu­

liarly wispy, distant quality. Music has little 

'grip', and recorded dynamics never really 

take wing. "Quite polished in a sanded­

down way" was one typically double-edged 

compliment. Music tends to sound flat and 

expressionless, though in its favour, the 510 
is far from being harsh, aggressive or 

unpleasant. lt simply lacked the where­

withal to make music that was as com­

pelling as it should be. 
... 

" 

g 
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Conclusion � 
I applaud the idea of stripping the bells and :c 

whistles from a basically sound player to hit ! 
a low price point. I fear that in this instance � 
the process has cut into muscle as well as � 
fat, resulting in a rather flat, monotonous , 
sound that lacks the spark of similarly-

c 

priced competition. The comment about > 

edges filed off the music is all too apt. AG 



Do you want to choose your hifi in a 

comfortable and relaxing environment .. ? 

Do you want friendly and helpful advice 
(and a cup of tea) . . ? 

Do you want to buy your system 
based on what you hear (and not what 

somebody tells you) .. ? 

Do you live in GUILDFORD .. ? 
... or Addlestone, Aldershot, Ashford (Middx), Ashstead, Bagshot, Basingstoke, Bracknell, Camberley, 
Chertsey, Crowthorne, Cranleigh, Dorking, Epsom, Esher, Farnborough, Farnham, Fleet, Frimley, 
Godalming, Hartley Wintney, Haslemere, Hook, Horsham, Kingston, Liphook, Leatherhead, Molesey 
(East & West), New Maiden, Odiham, Petersfield, Reading, Reigate, Redhill, Richmond, Shepperton, 

Virginia Water, Walton-on-Thames, West Byfleet, Weybridge, Windsor, Woking, Wokingham, Yateley? 

Nobody else in these areas stocks all the following major brands: Acoustic Energy, Arcam, Audiolab, 
Aura, B&W, Cyrus, Epos, DPA, Barman Kardon, Hey brook, Infinity, JPW, KEF (Reference), Linn 
Products (including records), Marantz, Meridian, Mission, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Nakamichi, Onix, 
Pioneer, PROAC, QED (Systemline), Quad, Rega, Revox, Rogers, Rotel, Sony, Sound Org, Target, 
T.D.L., Yamaha (including Home Cinema Systems) & Top Tape. 

Visit us first and you won't need to go anywhere else, we have superb demonstration rooms where y ou 
can decide in comfort, and we will deliver and install free of charge (and part exchange is possible). 

Complete service - We are the only outlet in the area to offer the complete service. As well as stocking 

selected items from the above manufacturers we are able to service and/or repair on the premises all the 
above brands (and others also). 

I 
Guildford's only REAL Hi-Fi shop 

We are at: 
3 BRIDGE STREET, GUILDFORD 

(by the traffic lights -
next door to Alfred Marks) 

Access • Visa • Switch Open Monday- Saturday 9am- 6pm (later by appointment) 



ON TEST: CD PLAYERS (£150-£250) 

So y CDP-XE510 

T
he 'XE510 is based on a standard 

player, produced by Sony in Japan, 

which has never been sold in the UK. 
This, in turn, was very loosely 

derived from the CDP-XE500 (Best Buy, 

HFC 159) . The CDP-XE510 has been 

extensively rejigged with a number of 

internal enhancements put in place by 

Sony's UK design team. Enhancements are 

said to include an uprated output op-amp to 

provide wider bandwidth, lower distortion 

and a quicker transient response (slew rate); 

various changes to the power supply includ­

ing a larger mains transformer; and extra 

screening for the one-bit Pulse DAC. Other 

changes are alleged to include upgrades to a 

number of coupling and power supply 

capacitors, detailed changes to the sharp­

ness of the low-pass-output-filter's reso­

nance peak, the use of copper fixed screws, 

and a new main PCB layout. All informed, 

apparently, by in-depth listening tests. 

External presentation accords with 

Sony's high-class, slimline style, here 

enhanced by angled-back top and bottom 

edges. There's nothing special about the 

front panel, on which many features are 

accommodated quite painlessly; but as 

before the display is a little too fussy to con­

vince on ergonomic grounds. There is one 

IOtiND ***** 
VALVI: ***** 
PlUCE £179.99 

0 Even-tempered, tonally accurate, polished sound, 
and excellent rotary track-search control, but 
ultimately this rather bland player seems to go 
through the motions rather than the emotions. 

181 Sony UK ltd, The Heights, Brooklands, Weybridge, Surrey 
KTJ3 OXW 

e (0990) 111999 

killer feature, 

however: a rotary track 

selector. This is a real peach, and 

much quicker to operate than the usual bank 

of buttons, though the remote handset still 

has the familiar telephone-type numerical 

keypad. A volume control with stepped 

20dB range is available on the remote con­

trol, and this varies the main output and 

head phone sockets together. System control 

sockets and optical digital output are fitted. 

Sound quality 
I regret to say that the panel was under­

whelmed by this player. "Probably pretty 

competent," remarked one listener. "This 

one does what it is meant to do, but doesn't 

excel at anything in particular" .  Another 

panellist wrote somewhat damningly that 

the Sony was "blandly competent". 

By the same token there were no disas­

ters in this unit's performance on test, and 

the bottom-line listening score was not at all 

poor. Most of the negative comments were 

framed in the absence of particular qualities. 

The female vocals in the Henri Dumont 

sounded "very small" according to one lis­

tener, and "lacking focus" by another, who 

went on to describe the player as "curiously 

uninvolving". Another felt that the James 

Taylor track "lacked projection". "This is a 

well-balanced player" went another remark, 

"but it is lacking in 

bottom end, and m a le 

vocals sounds indeterminate"; Joni Mitchell 

sounded "vaguely right" although the sound 

"lacked bounce". This listener was quick to 

acknowledge the Sony's basic competence. 

There were significant inconsistencies in 

the performance of this player with different 

systems, but the general tone of the panel 

comments was clearly along these lines: 

nice player, shame about the music. The 

Sony was more at ease with simple music, 

such as solo vocals (Suzanne Vega unac­

companied, some classical guitar); but it 

became congested with high octane orches­

tral material (Rautavarra, Bartok et al). 

Conclusion 
I would love to report otherwise, but this is a 

disappointing player that ultimately fails to 

engage the emotions, and is too inclined to 

sound edgy and congested when the going � 
gets tough. But this is not to detract from its � 
competent performance with simply- 5 
recorded musical material, and the rotary ;; 
track search feature is a real plus for cam- :! 

pulsive track-skippers. AG 
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The Mission 733 is available 

at the following authorized 

dealers I I I I 

·Frasers• 
H I - F I V ID E 0 

INDEPENDENT AUDIO & VIDEO SPECIALISTS 
FOR OVER 16 YEARS - DEMO ROOM TO 

EXPERIENCE THE LATEST IN HI-FI, VIDEO, 
LASER, PROJECTIONS THX/AC-3 SYSTEMS 

Brands include Mission, Denon, (Denon Gold), 
Castle, KEF, Jamo, JVC, NAD, Pioneer, Quad, Sony 

Unit 35, Observatory Centre, High Street, 
Slough, Berkshire SL 1 1 LE 

Tel: (01753) 531785 

Premier Stockists of 
mtHton Mission Cyrus o�us 

Cyrus Hi-Fi Specialists 

Gyrus AV Master 

Expert friendly service: 

Listening room 

4 Greytriars, Bedford, 
Bedfordshire MK40 1 HP 

Tel: 01234 365165 

Richard's Audio Visual 

35 Moscow Road, Bayswater, 
London W2 4AH 

Tel: 0171 229 2077 Fax: 0171 727 9348 
Stockists of: Mission, KEF, Nairn, Cyrus, B+O, 

Rega, Denon, Micromega 
Open 10.30am- 6.00pm Tuesday- Saturday 

ACCOUSTICA 
+ 

IISSIDn 

The perfect combination 
17 Hoole Road, Chester, LH2 3NH 

Tel: 01244 344227 Fax: 01244 345488 

Also available: Nairn • Arcam • Rega • Quad • 

Ruark • Myryad • KEF • Micromega • Teac • 

Celestion • Rote! • Epos • etc .... 

THE LEAMINGTON HI-FI COMPANY 
23a Regent Street Phone: 01926 888644 
Leamington Spa Fax: 01926 887486 
Warwickshire CV32 SEJ E-mail:thehi-ficompany@dial-pipex-com 

THE LEADING HI-FI SPECIALIST 
ARCAM AUDIOLAB QUAD MERIDIAN MARANTZ DENON PIONEER 
YAMAHA NAD MICROMEGA MISSION KEF ACOUSTIC ENERGY 
CELESTION ATACAMA TECHNICS TRICHORD TDL RELEXOS 

Single speaker dem room. We do not use any comparetors. 

We also have full demonstration of projection tv with 
laserdisc and full prologic systems. 

Part exchange welcome please phone or e-mail for prices. 
We have in stock over 200 laserdiscs call for our latest 
catalogue. 

Practical Hi-Fi 
Oo/o Finance available on 

selected items 
.... MANCHESTER: 65 Bridge Street- 0161 839-8869 
.... PRESTON: 43 Friargate- 01772 883958 
.... WARRINGTON: 88 Bridge Street- 01925 632179 
.... BOLTON: 33 Knowsley Street- 01204 395789 
.... CARLISLE: 106 English Street- 01228 44792 , 
.... BLACKPOOL: 81 Whitegate Drive- 01253 300599 
.... LANCASTER: 84 Penny Street - 01524 39657 

. � · ·-�- -- �- -· 

This does not constitute a full dealer listing 
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Technics SI:PS770D 

D
eveloped from last season's SL­
PS770A, the SL-PS770D claims to be 
a veritable showcase of Technics tech­
nology. Check these out: composite 

low-resonance THCB base, Take power sup­
ply capacitors with bamboo-pulp separa­
tors, Organic Semiconductive low imped­
ance electrolytic capacitors in the audio 
stages, and a newly-designed, high-speed 
output opamp. And don't forget Technics' 
proprietary Virtual Battery low-noise power 
supply and top-of-the-line S-Advanced 
MASH Class A DAC. 

There is a similarly fulsome quotient of 
features - and a couple of oddities. The 
digital output is optical,-as usual; and a 
rough'n'ready digital ladder-type volume 
control sits on the main output, allegedly 
attenuating up to 12dB in coarse 2dB steps. 
This also controls the headphone output, 
even though there is a separate control pot 
to do the same job. lt is not hard to foresee 
circumstances where the user might be sub­
ject to sound levels 12dB higher than 
expected. The electronic volume control 
used by Technics is palpably below par in 
audio terms, and is best left at its maximum 
setting, which is as near as you will get to 
taking it out of circuit. 

��· I [ljl 

SOUND ***** 
VAJ.VIl ***** 
PIUCJ: £250.00 

0 lt seems that the weakness identified in the SL­

P770D's predecessor, the SL-P770A, has not been 

addressed, and the result, although acclaimed 

elsewhere , doesn't cut the mustard. Clearly there 

is a great player here struggling to get oul 

181 Panasonic UK Ltd. Panasonic House, Willoughby Road, 
Bracknell, Berks RGI2 BFP 

m (0990) 357 357 

The controls are 
straightforward in layout and 
comprehensive in provision, and include a full 
roster of tape-editing features including peak 
search, fade mode and auto-cue, which stops 
at the beginning of each successive track. The 
player feels polished and smooth in action, 
with the drawer mechanism in particular 
seeming especially svelte. However, there is 
no index search. The best that can be said of 
the remote control is that it is comprehensive! 

Sound quality 
The SL-P770D fared somewhat unevenly in 
three separate sessions in front of the panel, 
though one of the repeats was accurately 
identified as a repeat, and on balance an 
average score was probably about right. In 
many ways this is an attractive-sounding 
player, but consistently it lost its edge when 
stressed with really fine recordings, such as 
a recently acquired Mozart Serenade for 13 

Wind Instruments K361 (a BBC Music 

Magazine cover mount freebie, Oct '97 
issue), which is tremendously vivid with a 
very strong sense of colour and presence. 
The recording sounded smooth and natural 
through the Technics, but flat, and did not 
convey the slightly dissonant quality of the 
period instruments in which resides a large 

part of this record­
ing's appeal. Even cheapies 
like the JVC XL-Vl84BK, at under half the 
price, managed to show it a clean pair of 
heels, although the Technics sounded more 
transparent and natural. Similar findings 
greeted this model's predecessor, the SL­
P770A (HFC 147), which implies the lat­
ter's faults have remained. 

The consensus panel view was that the 
SL-P770D offers an analytic midband qual­
ity and well-behaved frequency extremes . 
(one mark of a fine player) , but that it never­
theless managed to sound "a bit too shiny 
and unreal", and that it was "competent, 
rhythmic, but the treble is a bit off". .>< 

" 

g 
g 

Conclusion ·;; 

Beautifully presented and armed to the teeth � 
with Technics technology--'--- but on audition i 
the '7700 failed to engage emotions. I � 
would say it's a player to admire more than � like, and cannot help but feel it concealed -

.s musically important information that makes � 
the difference between listening to a record-
ing and experiencing ·a performance. AC 



ON TEST: CD PLAYERS 

Conclusions 
A

s we mentioned in the introduc­
tion to this test, many of the 
models on appraisal have been 

. built on the same chassis as 
·more expensive, better equipped units in the 
same range. We had hoped, therefore, to be 
impressed by budget contenders punching 
above their weight. But it was hard not to 
end up a little disappointed, or at least 
underwhelmed, by the prevailing standards 
revealed. Whatever the influencing factors, 

GROUP A. (UP TO £150) 

AMCCD8a £149.95 

JVC XL·V184BK £119.99 

Philips CD751 £149.99 

Yamah a CDX-390 £129.95 

The JVC XL-V184BK turned out to be one of 
the more intriguing players in this group. it is 
the cheapest model tested by a useful £10 
margin, and lacks nothing that most 
people would consider particularly sig­
nificant - except, of course, a remote 
control! it makes no pretence of being 
anything but a competent player; there 
are no claims for it being stuffed with specialist 
components (a favourite sport elsewhere). Yet 
this player has an overall competence and 
spring in its step that most close competitors 
can't match. By no means the most transparent 
or detailed in the group, but clearly better 
sorted than some more expensive models. 

GROUP 8 (OVER £150) 

Denon DCD·635 £179.99 

Kenwood DP4090 £229.95 

Marantz CD·48 £199.90 

NAD510 £199.95 

Sony CDP·XE510 £179.99 

Tec:hnic:s SL·PS770D £250.00 

Kenwood's DP4090 is one of this month's 
star performers. it is a bulky player, with a 
large dot-matrix display that can show disc 
and track titles, plus other information, 
which is all part and parcel of a new 
system called CD Text. This brings to 
CD one of the key utility features of 
MiniDisc. For us, though, its principal 
virtue was an infectious musical char­
acter: at £230 it depressed the scores of 
several other models in this month's group. 

The Sony CDP-XE510 started life as a run-of­
the-mill player, but then it was 'breathed upon' 
by a dedicated team of tweakers at Sony UK. it 
is well-made and attractive, and has a superb 
rotary track-selector control, but musically it 
attracted only average scores during our listen­
ing tests, displaying a greater facility with sim­
ple material than denser and more complex 
tracks. it remains worth hearing, though, and 
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only three models out of ten fulfilled the 
strict requirements for Hi-Fi Choice 
Recommended or Best Buy awards. And 
few others could do more than hint at the 
essence of the recordings we played. 

If, from the dawn of CD in 1983, we 
plucked an observer to comment on our 
conclusions, he or she would be baffled that 
we were suggesting there might be differ­
ences in quality between players, or that any 
of them should depart from the ideology of 

An example of the latter is the AMC CDSa, 

which stands just £30 further up the price lad­
der, but is equipped with remote control. 
However, in performance terms it does not cut 
the mustard so well, and we must question the 
inclusion of a balanced output option, which is 
an unnecessary luxury on a budget player. The 
AMC doesn't have 

the spit and 
polish of the JVC. it is too 
coarse and opaque to be entirely cred­
ible, but it does possess attractive audio quali­
ties, for example in its above-average perfor­
mance with low-frequency registers. 

like the Kenwood offers the useful facility of dis­
playing CD Text information. 

Even more exciting is the Denon DCD-635, 

£ 180 worth of bubbling clarity and musical 
transparency. it doesn't look much, offers only 
ordinary equipment levels, and claims to pos­
sess no magic ingredients under its skin. it is 
just reasonably priced and it does its job. 

The Marantz CD-48 is closely 
related to the Philips CD751, but costs 
more, looks better, and seems to measure 
rather worse. On audition, it was something of 
a mixed bag: certainly it turned in a better per­
formance than its Philips sibling. Only ques­
tionable portrayal of frequency extremes 
spoiled its hear-through midband. 

Philips' now immortal slogan, Perfect 
Sound, Forever. Sign of the times dept: even 
Philips is now reported to be working on the 
next generation of music-disc players (see 
Update, p6, for the latest news). 
Presumably, these will be better than per­
fect. But let's not forget that our observer 
from the dawn of digital would have been 
amazed at the features and sound quality 
available from CD kit at today's prices. Alas, 
though, not all players are created equal ... 

Priced on the same level as the AMC, the 
Philips CD751 is somewhat more evenly­
balanced, as well as looking like the inspiration 
for the Marantz CD-48 (or is it the other way 
around?). But this is another rather coarse, 
opaque-sounding player which didn't give our 
listening panel a lot of satisfaction. 

The Yamaha CDX-390 is ideally suited to a 
specialist but nonetheless very prevalent 

activity- dubbing CDs onto cassette 
for use in your car or personal stereo. 
Apart from its unique features in this 
respect, the Yamaha is an extremely 

well presented player, with remote 
control (unlike many players at this 

price). With complex and deeply lay­
ered musical styles, it does begin to 

sound cluttered and inconsistent, but 
with simply-recorded material it gives a much 
better account of itself. 

The NAD 510 budget Bitstreamer is a mis­
guided attempt to make a smooth, listenable 
budget player by knocking off the rough edges 
of music, and a critical bit of the music itself. 
We do not believe it is justified to omit a remote 
control and a digital output at this price level, 
especially when there is little audible evidence 
that money saved has improved sound quality. 

In many ways the most disappointing of all 
models tested was the Technics Sl-PS770D, 

as it seemed the most promising initially. it is, 
of course, also the most expensive 
player (if £250 is expensive in a 
world where you could pay several 
thousand pounds for a player that 
does no more), and it is stuffed to 

the gills with exotic technologies of 
Technics' own creation. The problem 

is, there just seems to be no real heart 
to this player 's music-making. The 

inescapable feeling was of music being 
painted by numbers. On the evidence of our lab 
test, some of the blame for this might well be 
ascribed to the high levels of jitter detected 
within the player's digital circuits. 
Nonetheless, in material terms and feature 
count, it offers good perceived value for money. 

HI-FT CHOICE 



T
he new Denon DCD-635 lit up our lis­

tening sessions with a clean, attractive, 

bouncy sound quality. lt communicates 

music with an eloquence that eludes many 

others. In overall sonic ability it was no bet­

ter than several competitors, but its 

combination of fine resolution and an 

organic naturalness worked well. 

Coincidentally or otherwise, Denon is one of 

the few mainstream CD player manufactur­

ers to persevere with multi-bit DACs, but 

there are several other reasons to account 

for its good showing. 

Just to hammer home the message, our 

other Best Buy, the Kenwood DP-4090, 

does not rely on tried and tested digital con­

ventions. Indeed this model is an epitome of 

current (and future) technology, being one of 

two players in this test to boast CD Text 

track and title read-outs. it's a clean and 

expressive player which always seems 

transparent to music. 

I
t is a measure of the clear musical gulf separating many of the 

models on test, that this month's round-up includes only one 

Recommended component. T he amount of clear blue water is 

not in proportion to the quality of components used within these 

players, nor to the efforts of 'golden ear' 

tweaking teams within big 

corporations. So which is 

the component worth 

citing? it's the JVC XL­

V184, which has neither 

remote control nor digital 

output, but otherwise is 

well-equipped and well-fin­

ished: quite simply, it delivers the 

goods. At the end of the test there were a few 

too many question marks still extant for it to deserve a Best 

P
redictably, the price band below 

£250 includes a large number of 

models, and many would give this 

month's candidates a good run for their 

money. In alphabetical order, alternative 

choices include no less than three from 

Cambridge Audio: the £150 CD4, the 

£200 CD4SE and the super-sharp 

£250 COG. (The latter pair are Best 

Buys). Then there's the si ightly 

rough but dynamic harman/kar­

don HD710; and the JVC XL­

V284BK - a remote-control 

version of the XL-V184BK tested 

on p81. Also check out the bold 

Buy flag- in particular relating to a lack of transparency when 

judged on the most nitpicking criteria. But this does little to dim 

our innate enthusiasm for this excellent, and remarkably 

inexpensive player. 
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• 

Paul Messenger explains why you should visit an independent 

Why use a specialist hi�fi dealer? The short answer 

is because he knows one hell of a lot more about 

hi�fi than you do. And if you've gone to the trouble 

of picking up a specialist magazine on the subject, 

you're obviously interested in something rather 

more than a mini system from the nearest 

electrical superstore. 

You've probably bought this magazine for 

music's an important part of your life, 

he's the only guy around who's able 

(and hopefully willing) to help you 

choose the equipment which will give you 

the best long term satisfaction. 

Power of the Press 

Dealers sometimes moan to me about the 

power of the press, and the disproportion­

ate influence of its 'Best Buy' and multi­

star ratings. Well, I've been in the press for 

twentysomething years, and still feel more 

ignorant than powerful. 

The more I mess around with hi-fi gear, 

the more I become aware of our lack of 

real understanding of the subtleties 

involved, and the more I appreciate the 

importance of the dealer's skills and 

experience, in bringing together compo­

nents so that the whole is greater than the 

sum of its parts. 

We hacks get paid to write words, often 

about components in isolation, because 

individual product reviews are still the 

staple diet of the press. They can some­

times provide a useful guide to the way a 

product performs, but only under the 

particular circumstances in which the 

review was conducted. 

The hi-fi reviewer attempts, with 

varying degrees of success, to evaluate a 

particular component, and find something 

interesting (and hopefully positive) to say 

about it. That's about the end of it, and 

it's on to the next product. 

The magazine prints the review, and 

that very process magically confers a 

measure of authority. Experienced hi-fi 

enthusiasts, who read reviews over a 

period of years and try out various 

products themselves, soon start to realise 

the limitations of that approach. Some 

reviews are better than others, but none 

can get to grips with the real heart of the 

problem - whether a given product will 

improve your musical satisfaction, in your 

system and your room. 

The Role of the Dealer 

The dealer's role is very different, and 

potentially much more valuable. He has 

the chance to talk one-on-one. If he's 

good at his job, he'll use that opportunity 

to find out what you as an individual are 

looking (or listening) for. 

His motivation is very different too. 

Sure he wants to make a sale. That's the 

lifeblood of any shop. But he also 

knows that if something he sells really 

does deliver long term satisfaction, 

there's a very good chance you'll 

come back again to see if he can 

repeat the trick some time in the 

future. 

If you go into a shop and demand a 

particular CD player, on the basis that 

it got seven stars (out of five) in last 

month's magazines, the shop will probably 

simply take the line of least resistance and 

sell it to you. (Or switch-sell you to a 

similar price alternative, if he's fresh out of 

stock of that particular flavour-of-the­

month.) 

If you go in and say you're looking for a 

CD player, and want his advice on what to 

choose, things are liable to become more 

interesting. The onus is now on the dealer 

to show what he can do. His first task is to 

ask the right questions to try and get some 

idea of what you might be after. 

Asking the questions is the easy bit. 

The real skill comes in using the informa­

tion to come up with a shortlist of likely 

contenders, and then conducting a 

demonstration so that you have a real 

chance to play a central role in the 
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specialist dealer if you are searching for real hi-fi satisfaction 

decision making process. 

Putting together a successful hi-fi 

system might not be as difficult as it was 

twenty or thirty years ago, but it's just as 

easy to make a mess of things. Put the 

'wrong' combination of components 

together and it'll still sound a lot better 

than any cute little mini system package. 

It might even rare a five star review. But ir 

won't match the potential of a carefully 

balanced and properly installed system, 

and it certainly won't cater for your own 

particular preferences and personality. 

We British are notoriously 

undiscrimimtting consumers, at a mass 

market level at leasL The majority of the 

population don't even bother to drive a 

car they're thinking of buying, never mind 

take the trouble to listen to hi-fi equip­

men[. 

The majority will therefore end up with 

hyperstore mediocrity, and hi-fi that's 

about as tasty <tS supermarket bread. But if 

music is an essential ingredient in your 

daily diet, you owe it to yourself to become 

a member of the discriminating minority. 

You know full well that your music 

collection is as individual as your ward­

robe, and just as precious too, so it's worth 

taking the time and trouble to search out 

the dealer and equipment that will make 

that collection come alive, and give you a 

new buzz every time you play your 

favourite discs. 

The independent specialist may not 

beat the chain store on price, but he 

continues to thrive in a hostile environ­

ment because real hi-fi is so much more 

than a matter of price. The people who 

work in these shops are themselves 

enthusiasts, often with many years of 

experience in meeting customer's needs, 

and the very necessary expertise to ensure 

that the whole thing is properly set up to 

deliver the best results. 

The better the hi-fi, the more impor­

tant it is to get the fine details right at the 

installation end of things, bur even the 

le:ctst expensive equipment can be made to 

sound a whole lot better if good care is 

tctken over the fine details - the support 

furniture, the cabling, the positioning of 

speakers and so on. 

Without expert assistance even high 

class hi-fi can give mediocre results. 

With it you'll swnd a very good ch:ctnce 

of ending up with something rather more 

than a consumer durable - something 

which will be a source of considerable 

pleasure and genuine emotional 

satisfaction for decades to come. 

I agreed to write this signed piece, 
irre pective of the specific sponsors, 
because I believe the independent 
specialist dealer plays a vital role in 
giving customers long term hi-fi 
satisfaction. 
"The views and opinions expressed 
here are my own and not necessarily 
those of hi-fi choice." 
Paul Messen_2er 

The specialist Dealers listed here 
are professional and enthusiastic. 
Give your nearest a ring for a 
demonstration. 

STAR QUALITIES 

value for money 

service 

facilities 

verdict 

***** 

***** 

***** 

***** 

TOP 20 SPECIALIST 

HI-FI DEALERS 

IN THE UK 

LONDON MIDLANDS 

N1 Ban bury 

Grahams Hi-Fi Overture 

190a New North Road 3 Church Lane 

0171 226 5500 01295 272158 

SW11 Birmingham 

Oranges & Lemons Sound Academy 

61/63 Webbs Road 152a High Street 

Battersea Bloxwich 

0171 924 2040 01922 493499 

W4 
Leicester 

Martin-Kieiser Ltd 
Cymbiosis 

108 Chiswick High 
(Formerly known as 

Road 
Listen Inn) 

0181 400 5555 
6 Hotel Street 

0116 262 3754 

SOUTH Northampton 

Ashford, Kent Listen Inn 
Soundcraft Hi-Fi 32 Gold Street 
40 High Street 01604 37871 

01233 624441 
Shrewsbury 

Chelmsford Creative Audio 

Rayleigh Hi-Fi 9 Dogpole 

216 Moulsham Street 01743 241924 

01245 265245 

NORTH 
East Grinstead Cheadle (Stockport) 
Audio Designs Audio Counsel 
26 High Street 14 Stockport Road 
01342 314569 0161 428 7887 

Kingston-upon- Old ham 

Thames Audio Counsel 

Infidelity 12/14 Shaw Road 

9 High Street 0161 633 2602 

Hampton Wick 
Sheffield 0181 943 3530 
Moorgate Acoustics 

Rayleigh, Essex 184 Fitzwilliam St 

Rayleigh Hi-Fi 0114 275 6048 

44a High Street 
01268 779762 SCOTLAND 

Edinburgh 

Southend-on-Sea Russ Andrews Hi-Fi 
Rayleigh Hi-Fi 34 Northumberland 
132/4 London Road Street 

01702 435255 0131 557 1672 

Uxbridge Glasgow 

Uxbridge Audio Stereo Stereo 

278 High Street 260 St. Vincent Street 

01895 465444 0141 248 4079 
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BIRMINGHAM 

�g.; lVI l....J S» I� lVI .A.-- E Fl S» �A; 
HI-FI 1/-IE .AlJLJIC> SPECI.ALISIS HI-FI 

Latest additions to our extensive range of products include Audio 
Research, Theta, Dynaudio, and Sonus Faber. The Midlands' best 

HiFi store also offers the latest from B&VV, Orelle, DPA, Musical 
Fidelity, Ruark, TEAC, Meridian, CYRUS, Yamaha and KEF. 

INTEREST FREE CREDIT ON SELECTED ITEMS 
APR 0%. Written details on request. 

363 HAGLEY ROAD, EDGBASTON, 93·95 H08SMOAT ROAD, SOLIHULL, 9 Market Street, Stourbridge, OPENING TIMES 

Tues-Sat "1 0.00-5.30 
Licensed Credit BrokeL BIRMINGHAM 817 SOL. WEST MIDLANDS 892 BJL West Midlands DY81AB 

Thursday "1 0.00-

7.00 v1SA. AccEss. swiTcH. AMEx. DINERs TEL: 0121-429 2811 FAX: 0121·434 3298 TEL: 0121-742 0254 FAX: 0121-742 3471 Tel: 01384 444184 Fax: 01384 444968 

BERKSHIRE 

Alchemist Alon. Arian, ATC, Audiomeca, AVI. Cadence, 
Chord AMPS. Electrocompaniet. Horman Kordon. 
Heybrook, Jamo. Lyra, Michell. Origin Uve. Ortafon. Pink 
Triangle, Pro-ject Ruark, REL Shearne Audio, SME, Sonic 
Unk. Stax, Sugden, Sumiko, 

...U _. f\J· Townsend. Triangle _,. ,..;::! ··-·-..! 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE 

University Audio 
HI-FI SPECIALISTS 

MAIN AGENTS FOR: 
A.T.C. • CYRUS • DENON • LINN 

MARANTZ • MERIDIAN • MISSION 
MONIT OR/AUDIO • MYRYAD 

QU AD • YAMAHA 
3 DEMO ROOMS 

TELEPHONE: 01223 354237 
FACSIMILE: 01223 322079 

A_ CAMBRIDGE HI-FI 

Thchnics� 
HOME CINEMA 

/1 S<9MUI' � tl/.ta ty� 
1-3 Hawthorn Way, Cambridge 

Te1: 01223 367773 Fax: 01223 353741 
9.30-5.30 Mon-Sat 

Free Parking 

: FOR BETIER HI-FIIN THE THAMES VALLEY 

Agents for: 

TECHNICS, KENWOOD, ROTEL, NAKAMICHI, B&W, 
MORDAUNT SHORT, SONY, PANASONIC, MITSUBISHI, 

PHILIPS, AIWA, J.V.C., WHARFEDALE, INFINITY 
FREE DELIVERY • DEM ROOMS AT* 

37 Stoke Road, Slough Sl2 5AH (01753) 538287 

252/254 High Street, Slough SL 1 1 BN (Ot 753) 538288' 

117/119 Oxford Road, High Wycombe HP11 2DN (Ot494) 528605' 

9 Market Street, Aylesbury HP20 2PN (01296) 25119' 

1 t West Street. Marlow. Bucks SL7 2LF (01628) 483555 

83 High Street, Maidenhead, Berks SL6 1JX (01628) 77861 t 

11 Princess Square, Bracknell, Berks RG121LS (01344) 869898 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 

HAZLEMERE AUDIO 
We offer music lovers the chance to increase your enjoyment of music. 

Objective ad1•ice, comfortable listening rooms, home demonstrations, 

free installations, exceptional customer service, and some of the world's 

finest equipment (sound, value & reliability). 

Air-Tangenl. Alchemisl. A.T.C., Audio Analogue. Audiomeca, Basis, 
B.K.S .. Classe, E.A.D., Fanfare, Henley, Mirage, Monrio, Muse, Opera, 
Nons. Analogue. Ortofon. S.D. Acouslics, Sirius, Straigh1 Wire, Teac, 
Tice, Triangle, Trichord, Trilogy, Unison Research. V.P.I. 

FOR AN APPOINTMENT (DAY OR EVENING) CALL 
HIGH WYCOMBE (01494) 437892 

CUMBRIA 

�� .... Setting new standards 
� in Hi-Fi retailing! 

If you want to see the best brands - want a 
great deal with the best service and demo 

included- pay us a visit. 
6 ABBEY STREET, CARLISLE (01228) 46756 

CHESHIRE 

BIRMINGHAM 

Norman H. Field 1-!t:...r;· 

Consultants for Home High Fidelity 

: �e�: : �����s 

I 
NAD 

I 
• Castle • Yamaha 

• Dual • Kenwood 

• Mordaunt-Short 

• Technics 

Two-year guarantee 
Private Listening Rooms 

HURST STREET 
BIRMINGHAM B5 4BJ 

Telephone: 0121-622 2323 

CHESHIRE 

��play L��o consult"''" 
High quality Hi-Fi Systems from: 

AVI • Heybrook • LFD • Michell 

Musical Fidelity • Neat • Origin Live 

Pink Triangle • Roksan • Sonneteer 

Totem • Trilogy • Trichord • etc 

Phone for our product guide 

01244 401290 
e-mail replay@dial.pipex.com 

N4!M 
AA� M 

R�A 
MISSION 

RU,ARK 
EPOS 

To Advertise On These 
Pages Please Telephone 

Clare on 
0171 917 3935 
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ESSEX 

GRAYSTON 
sound &vision 
Comfortable demo roo111s 

Free deliveryliiJStallatiol'l 

Home trials 

Musical eveHiNgs 

Excellmt credit facilities 

available 

L/NNQUAD 
MERIDIAN 

ARCAM B&W 
BOSTON 

HARMAN KARDON 
PHIL/PS/MICHELL 

THORENS 
DEN ON 

ROTEUMUSICAL FIDELITY 
HARBETH 

KEF REFERENCE 
PIONEER PRECISION 

INFINITY 
33 Sir lsaac's Walk. Colchester. Tel 01206 577682 

Akai • Alphason • Arc am • B& W • Bang & Olufsen • 

Bose • Cable Talk • Celestion • Dual • Hannan Km·don • 

Kenwood • Quad • Marantz • Mordaunt-Short • NAD • 

Pioneer • Philips • Ruark • Sony • Yamaha • Zenith • 

148 HIGH STREET • EPPING • TEL: (01992) 574242 
26 KING STREET • SAFFRON WALDEN • ESSEX • TEL: (01799) 523728 

IRELAND 

Hearing is Believing 

CLIHEJ 
llni/10 

30 years of Excellence 

55 Main Street, 
Black rock, 

Dublin. 

Tel: (01) 2889449/2888477 
Open: lues· Sat 10 am to 6 pm. 

Thur • Fri 10 am to 6 pm. 

KENT 

A ream 

B&W 
Audiolab 

Nairn 
Sony 

REL 

m ELECTRICAL 
DISCOUNT 
CENTRE 

JVC ALU 

®PIONEER 
B&W jamo 

........... , 
PRO • LOGIC 

plus many more ... 
SALES & SERVICE 

BRANCHES AT 
The Broadway. 138 Pelham Rd, 

Bexleyhaath, Kent. Gravesend, Kent 

Tel: (0181) 298 7880. Tel: (01474) 326600 
Fax: (01474) 535 937 (01474) 569601 

LANCASHIRE 

� HI-FI tJP&CIAU� 
1-

MONITOR I TECHNICS I SONY I PIONEER 

SOUND I PANASONIC I KENWOOD I DUAL 

I CASTLE I QUAD IB&W I MARANTZ I KEF 

I SPENDOR I THORENS I ROTEL I TEAC 

I DENON I YAMAHA I TANNOY I ROGERS 

I CELESTION I ROGERS I TDL I SENNHEISER 

I AND MANY MORE 

• BIG DISCOUNT • TWO YEAR GUARANTEE ON HI-FI • 

• FREE HOME INSTALLATION • EXCELLENT COMPARATOR 
DEMONSTRATIONS • PRIVATE LISTENING ROOM • 

CHORLEY (01257) 271935 
54 CHAPEL STREET, CHORLEY 

HERTFORDSHIRE 

The Audio File 

COME AND 
EXPERIENCE 
HI FI AND 
HOME CINEMA 
AT ITS BEST 

THE AUDIO fiLE, 
27 HOCKERILL STREET, 
BISHOP'S STORTFORO, 
HERTFORDSHIRE CM23 2DH 
TeL: 01279 506576 
FAX: 01279 506638 

THE AUDIO FILE, 

41 VICTORIA ROAD, 

CAMBRIDGE C84 38W 

TEL: 01223 368305 

FAX: 01223 345975 

Radlett Audio 
1 .... 1 1'17 .... 

THE HIGH-END SPECIALIST SINCE 1978 
AE. ATC. Audiolab. AV!. Aura. B+W. Bow Technologies. 
Chario. Copland. Denon. Lyra. Marantz. Mark Levinson. 
MIT. Myryad. NottsAnalogue. Primare. Proceed. Pro·Ac. 
Ruark. Sonus Faber. Stax. Sumiko. Teac. Theta. Trichord 

and more. 

9 Hoiywell Hill, St. Albans, Herts. ALl lEU 
Tei: 01727 855577 

LEICESTER 

Cymbiosis 
--
Audio & V1 u ol 

Arcam-Audiolab-Chario-Denon-Epos-KEF-Linn Hi-Fi 
linn AVSl-loewe TV-Micromega-Mordaunt Short 

Myl)'ad-Naim Audio-Projekt -Rega-Rotei-Royd 

6 Hotel Street - Leicester- LEt SAW 
Telephone 0116 262 3754 facsimile 0116 262 3758 

LINCOLNSHIRE 

Lend us your ears and 
we'll blow your mind .. 

Audiolab, A ream, B & W, Celestion, Denon, 
Kenwood, Kef, Marantz, Meridian, Michell, 
Mission, Mordaunt-Short, NAD, Pioneer, 

Panasonic, Quad, Rotel, Ruark, Sony, 
Tannoy, Technics, Yamaha 

and 1nore. 

Audition the very best at South Humberside's 
prem1er Hi-Fi dealer ... 

2-4 EDWARD STREET (Off Pasture St.) 
GRIMSBY. TEL: (01472) 351391 

LONDON 

THE INNOVATIVE 
AUDIO/VISUAL 
HIFI RETAILER 
SERVING LONDON 
FROM BATTERSEA 

ORANGES 
& LEMONS 
0171-924 2040 

61/63 WEBBS ROAD, SW!! 

Now in our third tangy year 
0% Credit Finance available 

ARCAM. 13&\V. CABLETALK. CHORD CO. 

DENON. EPOS. KEF. MARANTZ. 

MICROMEGA. M-SHORT. NAD. NAIM. 

NEAT. QUAD. REGA. ROTEL. 

ROYD. RUARK. SOU DSTYLE. 

STANDS UNIQUE. YAMAHA. 

with more to come 

27 BOND STREET, EALING W5 e 0181 567 8703 

APOUO. AUrnOIAB. AUiliO ALCHEMY. AURA, BOSTON. B&O, B&W, CABLE TAL� 

CAST\.E. CHORD. DENON, EPOS, HARMON KARDOO. KEF. MARANTZ, MISSION. 

MUS�AL FIDEUTY. NAO, HOODOST. ONKYO, ORELLE. OUAO, REL, ROKSAN. ROGERS. ROTl'L, 

SON� UN� SOUNO STYL� TALK ELECTRONICS. TAAGEr. TEAC, THORENS. V� DEN HUL 

Two demonstration rooms. Free local delivery. 

Repairs & Service. Closed Wednesday :---------------------------�------; 
: � 
I 
' 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
' 
I 

GRAHAMS HI-FI 
.... 

Hi-Fi. Home Cinema 
Multi-Room Installations 

...... 0171 226 ssoo ...... 
Grahams Hi-Fi, Canon bury Yard, 190a New North Road, London Nl 785 

Tei:0171 2 265500 Fax:0171359 7620 

: E-mail: choice@grahams.co.uk Web site: http://www.grahams.co.uk 1 
L---------------------------------------� 

MANCHESTER 

MIDDLESEX 

l!ll�rH��+ :-:�:: �'"'' Spooi'li" 
Open 9.00am-6.00prr. Mon-Sat 

10% WORTH OF ACCESSORIES FREE 
WITH EVERY PURCHASE OVER £200 
We have 2 separate Demonstration Rooms 

'Video Tapes 'Remote Control 'Portable Radios 
'Personal Stereos 'Headphones 'Audio Tapes 

·scart/Scart Plugs and much more 

8 High Street, Northwood 
Tel. 01923 820877 
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MIDDLESEX 

EXPERIENCE THE BEST IN HOME THEATRE 
starring DTS and AC3 supported by 

D £ ANGSTROM, DWIN, DENON, HARMAN, KRELL, LEXICON, MARTIN LOGAN, NHT, ONKYO, 

PIONEER, REL, RCF, YAMAHA. 

422 RICHMOND ROAD 
EAST TWICKENHAM 
MIDDLESEX TW1 2EB 

other participants include at the foot of Richmond Bridge 
AUDIO RESEARCH, ARCAM, AUDIOLAB, BOSE, B&W, B&O, CASTLE, COPLAND, DENON, 

JADIS, MICHELL, MICROMEGA, MARANTZ, MERIDIAN, MONITOR AUDIO, MUSIC FIDELITY, 

PROJECT TURNTABLES, QED ROOMLINK, ROTEL, SONUS FABER, SONY, TANNOY, TDL, WILSON. 

Tel: 0181 892 7613 
Fax: 0181 892 7749 

interconnect cables, hi-fi stands, speaker cables. headphones all supporting the above brands stocked. please call. visit our site on the worldwide web 
OPENING HOURS MON·SAT lOam ·5.30pm http:/ lwww.riversidehifi.co.ukl 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 

LOW COS! AND 11% FINANCE AVAILABLE SUBJECT TO STATUS �TIEN DETAILS ON REQUEST 

email us on 
soundadvice@riversidehifi.co.uk 

PERSONAL OVERSEAS ORDERS WELCOME. COMPETITIVE SHIPPING QUOTES. UK MAIL ORDER AVAILABLE (£8 PER ITEM. MAINLAND ONLY) 

NORFOLK 

� • 1!�"1-
Basically Sound of Norfolk 

STOCKISTS OF LEADING HI-FI 

T he Old School 
School Road 
Bracon Ash 

Norfolk NR14 8HG 
Tel: (01508) 570829 

=t-•Ji!·l 
-

Nairn Audio, Arcom, Audio Alchemy, Audiolab, Cable Talk, 
Chono, Chord Co. Opera Speakers, Denon, Densen, Epos, 

Heybrook, Micromega, QED, Rogers, Rote!, Royd, Soundstyte , 
TDL, Unison Research and others. 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 

lt�l audiocraft 

23-25 DERNGATE, NORTHA MPTON NN1 1TY 

TELEPHONE: 01604 36291 FAX: 01604 21786 

Bang Olufsen I Kenwood I Technics I Base I 
Tanoy I Marantz I Celestion I Kef 

SUFFOLK 

signals 

ipswich 01473 622866 mobi le 0802 176319 

SURREY 

Front End Problems? 
con/act: 

The Cartridge Man 
it doesn't have to cost an ann and a leg to get the best­

listen to my Koetsu- and- Decca- eater. 

Also agents for Croft. Moth. Real Music Company 

& Hadcock & Michell - plus cartridge re-tipping sen•ice 

(0181) 688 6565 

SCOTLAND 

Glasgow's newest 
ji-iendliest & best 
Hi�fi Store. 
520 St Vincent St 

loud 
°Clear 

* Naim 

*Maramz 

* Exposure 

Finnieston, Glasgow *Alchemist 

0141 221 0221 * Mardaunt Shon 

• S)stemdek 

• Ep<l> 

• Royd 

• Kef 

* Denon 

Interest free credit - installation & service 
facilities - three t'omfortable demo rooms 

1:1:1! HOLBURN HI-FI LTD 
��f'lr- Estahltshed 1973 
44t l·lolburn Steel Aberdeen AlliO 7GU Tel 01224 585713 

+ Arcam + ATC + Audiolab + B&W + Castle + Cyrus + 
• Denon • Dynaudio • Epos + Exposure + Hannan-Kardon • 

+ JBL + KEF + Marantz + Meridian + Mission + 
• Mordawrt Short • Pioneer • Project • Potk • Quad • Rega • 
• REL • Aotel • Tannoy • TDL • Teac • Technics • Yamaha + 

Interest free credit and home demonstnltions available 

SUSSEX 

WORTHING AUDIO 
20 Teville Gate, W. Sussex. BNll lUA 

Tel: (01903) 212133 
The Jriend/r shop with the best sowrd 

svsrems in the South. 
Friendly advice • 3 yr guarantees • easy parking 

Open Mon-Sat 10am-6pm Late night Wed 7:30pm 

Agenicies include: A ream, Exposure. JPW. Nainr 
Audio. Maranr�. Ore/le, Origin Li1•e, Ruark. Audio 

Tee/mica. Target, TDL, Tripod, Kinshm•• 
Electronics and nrany more. 

W MIDLANDS 

n1ade::us 
SOUND AND ��ON fDI HOME flllfNWHM£111 

BANG & OLUFSEN MUSICAL 
FIDELITY TECHNICS CASTLE 

10 Bold mere Rood, Sutton Coldfield 
West Midlands B73 5TD 

Tel: 0121-354 2311 

YORKSHIRE 

:;came VQ!J:/S. 
Audiolob J j 
��•Talk a e t I �e•t?Jr ... Co�aM r--------------, CynJS • Widest choice in the area 
Hannan-Katdon 
JBL 
KEF 
Kenwood 
Kt ell 
Marantz 
Martin-Logan 
Mendian 
M•Chell 
M• ss. ton 1 -.,'C.--� !_- � 
Momtor Aud•o ,:t·-...J.It�' ·, M.usicai

.
-Fidelity ;.., �- � �-

P•ckering \ - C� ,. 
Ptnk Tnangle (." ..: _, .... 
Pioneer "�: , _/ Quad ... • t ._,.f 
REL 
Rogelll 
Ruar1< 
SME 
Sonus-Faber 
Tannoy 
TDL 
Thorens 
Yamaha 
& rots more .. 

Best place m town 
for H1-F1 and 
HomeCmema 

• Independent advice 
• Qurdificd stan· 
• Comrortable dcn1 rooms 

Superb �howrooms 
• r..hin road location 

Major CM parks nearby 
• ln�umncc cstirnntcs 
• Over JOyrs experience 
• Service Dcpt 
• Delivery& installation 
• 1•ar1 Exchange 
• Open 10'30-):30 6 days 

U p to 3 yrs. 
Interest Free 

Credit 
deposit only 20'/o of 
E500+ for 12 months 

£.1500+ for 24 months 
£3000+ for 36 months 

IUbje�totlai!Jt 

(:i6 � � 
�i�i'J u -��. 

• 3 Hi-Fi Studios 
• Free De!rral.Strations 
• Hcrne Cinema Theatre 
• 2 Year Guarantee For The Midlands 
• Inhouse service Department 
• Mail order available 
• Interest Free Credit 

1.., .. ).., ........ _ ............ ___ , .. _ ..... ..� l .... ,_.. •• l 

152a High Street, Bloxwich, Walsall 
01922 493499/473499 

.>.RCAM AUDIO !.All CHORD EDOSURJ: QSWICK ALSO:�APOL,LO A.T. AUDIO .u.cliEMY AUDIO QUZST B'W BOSE BEYP CABLE TALl!: CHORD COMPANY CYRUS CZU:S'riON DPA EPOS KEF 
REFERENCE KENWOOO MAJUNT:Z: KICKELL l«lRDAtM1' SHORT MERIOI.O.N KICROMEGA KISSION H0TH MUSICAL P'IO!!LI't'Y �CRI ORTOI"'N PROJECT QUAD ROKSAN ROCERS ROTBL SENNH£IS£R 

SONY SUMIKO SYSTEKOP> TARGET TDL TUBE TECHNOLOGY VAN O!:N HUL 'f.I>.MAHA tv .1. VI:R niOt'l: SOW1 TOSHIBA P.o.NA.SONIC MAl PIONEER PROJECTION UNlTS FROM: SANYO SELECO 

Open 6 Do.;YS, 9am - 6pn Late ru.ght Friday 
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SALES & SERVICES 
MAIL ORDER 

LUXURY LOUDSPEAKERS 

ETHOS 
acoustics 

Loudspeakers 
to suit your 

Luxury Lifestyle 

Call Graham on 
01895 441177 
for a brochure 
and your local 

specialist. 

NOW YOU CAN BUY YOUR CDs 
AT DEALER'S COST PRICE 

As a member of the WSL Records at 
Cost Service you can buy any brand new 
CD at trade price + postage and a small 
handling charge from only SOp. Write, 
phone, tax ore-mail us now and we'll 
send you full details of the Records at 
Cost Service and how to join. 

WSL P.O . BOX 32 ST. LEONARDS EAST SUSSEX TN38 OUZ 

TEL: (01424) 718254 (24 HOURS) FAX: (01424) 718262 

E·MAIL: WILSONSTEREOLIBRARY@COMPUSERVE.COM 

PUJS! WE INVITE YOU TO CASH IN ON A 
MASSIVE CD WAREHOUSE 
Clearance Sale! 

CARTRIDGES: Trade in your old moving coil 
and save up to 45% off a new one!! 

I CAN ALSO SUPPLY: TURNTABLES, TONEARMS, CASSffiE DECKS, 
CD PlAYERS, OAT, MINIDISC, GDR, LOUDSPEAKERS, HI Fl 

FURNITURE, AMPLIFIERS, TUNERS, ACCESSORIES, BlANK TAPES & 
DISCS, TEST CO'S, TEST RECORDS, TEST CASSETTES, CABLES, 

AERIALS, TRACKING FORCE GAUGES, ALIGNMENT PROTRACTORS. 

All goods are brand new & boxed with full U.K. guarantees. No ex-dem 
or ex-display equipment. No grey imports. Delivery is free. Sorry, no 

general catalogue. Please phone or wnte for specific details. 

IAN HARRISON HI Fl (MAIL ORDER ONLY) 
From: 7 MILL HILL, REPTON, DERBY, 

DE65 6GQ. TEL: 01283 702875 9am-9pm 
including Sundays 

FURNITURE 

The 
Bee's 
Knees 
in Hi-Fi and CD 
Storage Units 
For brochure of our 
wide range,send to: 

IAN EDWARDS 
282 Skipton Road, Harrogate HB1 3HB 

or phone: 01423 500442 

REVOX 

REVOX SERVICE 
Fully Guaranteed Service and Repair 
Insured Carriage arranged 
Free Estimation 
Also: Tape Supplies 

Second User Reconditioned 
Machines 
Spare parts orders welcome 
Free Advice 

RamTek 
Tel: (0181) 207 6159 

Fax: (0181) 387 4004 
Kinetic Centre, T heobald Stree_1 
Borehamwood, Herts. WD6 4SI!.. 

KIT LOUDSPEAKERS 

KLIPSCH 
Horn loudspeakers 

-a legend in sound for over 50 years, 
KLIPSCH hi-efficiency speakers are used 

in many studios, top hi-fi and stage systems. 

FOR DETAILS CALL 
(0121) 430 7817 

PRE-OWNED 

HEATHERDALE AUDIO LTD 
HEATHERDALE PRE-OWNED GUARANTEED 

EQUIPMENT. EXPORT FACILITIES AVAILABLE 
FORSEl1 Ud EOOlONAIR P:EFIID.(E TURNTASI.IANDAIII 
w.RINGT(N..UM.. H99S 
FORSEU.AJRW:lliNCICDTP.ANIPORTANDlMCMYl 
MCWHS O lD .. . ..... 11565G�d!trt'db £899S 

LU:uw.IT-4.1£cutr00lill..\WFMT!M' ....... HSO 
WiJ.NJZCDHliCDI'Ilje" .. . .. !12.1 
ARCAMDdta81108odfJ,I,CBoud.. . .. 117� 
AlOONOT£�lor.d!pOOnsiwrMtd .. . .£399S 
AllliONOT£DAC4�/Bo� ............. !399S 

AIJO()IESUJICH9'1Sbl�. ..11995 
CONIWll(ffiSI)<IPre-rier&lmono-biocb ..... !S99S 
ILKTIOCa.4PANifT20\nleiA!doPI:Me� .1195 �srmMSNe'MSPlFft&X�Mlp�Jwith 
KREI.J.UClmnoltP"H"JJtl.d!mo.. . ... ll750 WsrmMSNexusw.t40S�I'ow!l� ... .£595 
VOYDStn:iatdllffl�l>inl.. . .. 11�95 ffii0El1J/J7Pro.tiptrrctwde'MM ........ 13150 
8& W w.atria802�h .. . . .£1595 tmroOJ:Q.lwls&Siindlb:Dem( £S«<).. 1595 
MARKL£\tiSONZBl-boxp-Hillwithphooo ... £1495 AI.OORlSEAROii..SlbH;bidlilePrt( £3398) .. 11995 
HELIJSSMr....nd\cW'um.. 1995 SCXSTIClMOspeakmwithstm ............ 1495 
ACCUf'HASET-109Ti.MMINT/Ioxed. llZ:.O T1ANSPARENT�-�H'st-p.W • • . . . .  1159S 
mJSFA SU.finodStoneWoodSIM'llh.. ..mo UNE51St.4odelllspeaken�.. ..llm 
IMRKLI\1NSONI.IJlOOW•ttDuaiMooo Arrf! .13195 I'LJS Defy7stereo�.rMI ... .......... £3695 
KltELI.KRHete�·ero:t�ilbolp!NI'Ip.. nm JIR().KJ�eSO(rosewood") . .... .... .... ... mo I'I()NillP().77CDP!a)o!rMINT/10xed .. ... 1695 LUJJ.W-lt.IQl600KT88SI!rtOIX'WI!f� . £12?5 AI.OOOOTEIOlinit(ljartrli:Jt&PStl ...... . lllYJSPEH>ORSPI� .. . .  .lliO =.::;:�:1����w��rl.Z�� Q .LD.D9t�&Po<ArMPSU.. .::::::::�:� 
A I .OOOOJI ANS 7 St"Trwlcnner .. , ... 13COO POif RPQ...MOOX�� 

AACM4�31ntergtiled"""YiithJ*Iooo ... . £165 lt.MIY110V-�Power�(NEW) .. . £2495 

ruw:s�Pb� .. ....... lm LUt.tEYhomenadeSPII.cu:l!peaktn(N EW! ... mo 
C».iUX1PlO�lf91it(lj�, .. !lS TIOtlk:S SI.Q30T�.. . .... !m 
PRQ.AC2�l·Wlfluk ............. £395 Kml81dtut�(i199S)�C&r £1SOO 
NB)t()JI�Sii'MN!Ipilie" ........... £19995 AI'OGU�lpt&lnMthm:t.. ..£1495 
l.tS.SUH&llDud!ptB with llMids .. ... ... . .£250 B&:W Pfl BCMU5Ac!M! 1 Spem ........ .. .£&95 

KEf1G4ltu!lpWn . ...... ... ......... 14YJ MW:l£VNS0038S��-derro .14850 
AI.OONOJIM7�S«}}attnpHlll .... li'OOJ tOffii:CD%5BlCDp7ref ... . 1195 

EX-DEll EXPOSURE EQUIPMENT AYAIWLE PLEASE TELEPHOIIE FOR LIST 
IWN UK DEALERS FOR THIEL SP£AKfRS 

FOR AN-UP· TO· THE-MINUTE LIST VISIT OUR NEW WEB SITE: 
http://www.hffi-slereo.com 

ALL USED CARTRIDGES ARE CHECKED UNDER A 
MICROSCOPE BEFORE BEING OFFERED FOR SALE. 
VISA-SWITCH-MASTER CARD-OINERS CLUB WELCOME 

WE TAKE PART EXCHANGE ON NEW AND USED STOCK & BUY IN FOR CASH 
202 Findon Road, Worthing, West SusseJ BN14 OE) 

TEL: (01903) 872288 after hou11 numblf (0860) 6600011Al: (01903) 872214 
e-mail: heatherdale@hifi-stereo.com 

HI-FI ACCESSORIES 

WilmslowT Audio 
WIDE RANGE OF HIFI EQUIPMENT 
Drive units and Kit loudspeakers 

ATC. Coles. Dynaudio. KEF. Morel. Peerless. R.C.L .. 
Scanspeak, Seas, Spectra Dynamics, Volt. 

Over 30 kits. 4 demonstration rooms. 

No appts necessary. Closed Mondays 
Send for free catalogue. Major Credit Cards accepted 

50 Main St, Broughton. Astley 
Leicester LE9 6RD. Dept HFC 

Tel (01455) 286603 • Fax (01455) 286605 

EX-DEMO 

Audio Designs 
of East Grinstead 

Mail Order and Export Service 

AUDIO DESIGNS SPECIAL OFFERS 
PIIODUCT STATUS WAS NOW PIIDDUCT STATUS WAS NOW 
ArcamXetalAV Amp new m.90 499.!KI UonEtos xd 1500.00 1125.00 
A�diolab COM/DAC xd 2299.80 1499.00 Unn Klout $Ill 2400.00 1560.00 
AuraVA11l:Yll xd 399.00 259.00 t.mNumerik s,lh 1500.00 999.00 
Cyrus Disc/Dac xd 1500.00 1225.00 lilnKeilidh s/h 850.00 S!alOO 
Cyrus Disc/Dac new 1500.00 1325.00 1iv1 Keltik Yew sJh 61Xll.OO 3800.00 

��� ��X-R 
�� ::: �:: � �!r

i
�am� � ::: ;:: 

���: �!�� 0 
�� :·� �-� Unn Kaim Phono xd 17�.00 1m.oo 

CyrusAV Master xd 69 8 :00 sss:oo 
linnKairnPhono s/h 1750.00 1100.00 

CyrusPower xd 498.00 425.00 
linnWakondaPhono xd !nl.OO M.OO 

CyrusPre xd S43.00 550.00 MarantzCD63SE xdlnew J.l9.00 269.00 

CyrusPre·• C.:.Wslh &48.00 437.00 Mission73H new 129.9:1 99.00 

CyrusFM7 xd 398.00 338.00 Mission73 1 LE new 149.00 119.00 

E pos ES25 xd 1655.00 1365.00 NaimNA.6JV1 xd 1680.00 1386.00 

ExposureAmps0ua14'J&PS6 s/h 699.00 NaimSBL xd 1970.00 1509.00 
HeybrookSertet s/h 499.00 PioneefPDIH!Retoo:JableCDxd 1299.00 899.00 
KEFReference2 xd 1599.00 1359.00 PioneerCTW 803Cus xd 299.!rl 249.00 
KEFCoda9 xd 299.90 199.90 Ouad77 Amp xd 699.90 599.00 
l..innArkiv xd lllllOO 7 00.00 Rei Stentor xd 1695.00 1355.00 
linnKiyl1e ld 500.00 3 00.00 ThorensTD166UK xd 399.00 339.00 
linn lingo slh 750.00 565.00 Yamaha KXSBO new 249.00 219.00 

AudioOuestloudspeakerCahles-V ariousSetsSpeciaiPrices 
Authorised Stockists of: ARCAM. AUI)I0LA8, CASTLE. CHORD CO. 

CYR.US. EI'OS, LINN, MAR.ANT7..., MISSION, NAIM, QUAD, REL, ROTEL, 
SONY. SOUNDSTYLE.STANI>S UNIQUE. TARGET, YAMAIIA & MORE 

26 High Street, East Grinstead,West Sussex, RH19 3AS 
Open Mon-Sat 9.3�.00. 
Tel: 01342 314569/328065 



De a l er Guide 

THEBANDOR 

"TRIDENT" 

The Bandor "Tride111" 
Laudspeaker, is a triple 
cabinet, ultra compacl, 
Ji<ll range system, that 

is styled 10 be both 
discrete yet aurac1ive, 

in almost any 
environment. 

Breathtaking clarity and 
openness from the 

tinyest real hi-fl system 
around, - truly 

exceptional. 

DESIGN (1. Powe/1- 1995) 
Retail price £707.35p 

vat included 

SPEAKER KITS 

LUXURY SPEAKERS 

8] []3�[]\;l][Q)@[]j MINIATURE LOUDSPEAKERS 
DESIGN AND MANUFACTURE OF MINIATURE 
LOUDSPEAKERS AND SYSTEMS 

DESIGN & DEVELOPMENT STUDIO 
11 PEN FOLD COTI AGES 
PENFOLD LANE 
HOLMER GREEN 
BUCKS, HP15 6XR 
Tell Fax: (014941714058 

"PICTURES" by BANDOR 
Pictures arc slim, attractive, wall-mounted 
loudspeakers, only 2 inches thick. ofrering 
superb sound quality. 

Pictures contain an advanced driver, with spun 
aluminium cone, in a cabinet with a ceramic 
front, allowing their use in steamy environments 
such as kitchens and bathrooms, whilst being 
equally suitable in surround systems. 
DESIGN (J. Powell- 1994) 
Very high quality --- very small. Banish 
mediocre extension speakers forever! 

Retail one pair £329 va1 included. 

For more information on these and other Bandor 
systems please send a 50p stamp ror brochure. 

SALE 

SPEAKER KITS FROM I.P.L. ACOUSTICS ELECTRO·TRADER HI·FI 
The IPL range now includes six superb biwired Transmission Lines using top quality 
drive units and components to achieve sound quality and bass extension equivalent 
to speakers costing in the range of £700---£2500. The Plus Kits include all that is 
required apart from the woodwork. - SALE NOW ON -
Total kits are available with plain or preveneered MDF cabinet kits. Please phone for 
details. YAMAHA * Rotel * NAD * Onkyo 

* TEAC * Tannoy * KEF * TDL 
* Musical Technology * Sugden etc 

KIT 

M3TL 
S3TL 
S3TLM 
S3TLM RIB 
S4TL 
SSTL 

SPEAKER UNITS CAB SIZE mm PLUS KIT 

5" More! bass, I" Audax treb 810xl86x210 £177.00 
Custom IPL 6.5'. I" Seas treb 903x230x350 £187.00 
MelaiiPL 6.5". I" Seas treb 903x230x350 £224.00 
MetaiiPL 6.5", A&R Ribbon 903x230x350 £382.25 
Kcvlar 8" bass, Morcl I" trcb 960x320x400 £204.00 
Audax 10", More16" mid, I" treb 1080x320x400 £383.00 

Send cheque or PO to: I.P.L. ACOUSTICS 

P&l' 

£6.50 
£6.50 
£6.50 
£6.50 
£ 7 . 5 0  
£7.50 

Contact JOHN HODKINSON for 
e:cpert advice. All equipment 

available for home demonstration 
2 Laverton Road, Westbury, Wiltshire BA13 3RS. Tel: 01373 823333 

ALTERNATIVELY send 38p SAE for 36-page SPEAKER BUILDING CATALOGUE comprising: 19 Colwyn Crescent, Rhos-on-Sea, Colwyn 

Bay, N.Wales Telephone 01492 548932 VALUABLE ADVICE on DESIGNING & BUILDING speakers, and full technical specs, including 
response curves of eight speaker kits, drive units, cables and quality accessories. 

It costs the san1e to get it right 

as it does to get it wrong. 
At the Listening Rooms, we pride ourselves on 

matching your needs with exac tly the rig h t  

equipment, whatever your budget, and because we 

only stock the best, that's what you'll get. 

What you'll also get is sound professional 

advice and a chance to relax and listen to some 

of the world's finest Hi-Fi equipment. 

35 years combined experience. 

Two FuiJy equipped listening rooms. 

Home installation service. 

Multi-room design and installation. 

2 years Parts and Labour guarantee. 

Home cinema surround-sound. 

Export and Credit facilities. 

\' 
11 

• ACOUSTIC ENERGY • ARCAM • AUDIO RESEARCH • AUDIOLAB • AURA • BOSE • CELESTION • COPLAND • CYRUS • 

• DEN ON • EPOS • HARMAN KARDON • JBL • KEF • KRELL • LINN • MARANTZ • MARTIN LOGAN • MERIDIAN • MICHELL • 

• MICROMEGA • MISSION • MONITOR AUDIO • NAKAMICHI • NEAT PETITE • PINK TRIANGLE • PlO 'EER • PROAC • 

• QUAD • REL • ROGERS • SME • SONUS FABER • STAX • SYSTEMDEK • TAN NO • THETA • WILSON AUDIO • YAMAHA • 

161 Old Brompton Rd. London SW5 OLJ Tel: 0171- 244 7750/59. Fax: 0171-370 0192. 



Reader classified 

• Akai GX32 cassette deck, 
A&R Cambridge Alpha amp, 
Monitor Audio 7 speakers, 
hardly used, second system. 
Good starter set-up. Buyer col­
lects. £140. Nick, Tunbridge 
Wells (01892) 861298. 
• Arcam 170.2 CD transport 
(Trichord Clock 2 modified), 
Audio Alchemy ODE V 1.0 DAC, 
Power Station One and superi­
or custom-built power supply, 
Clearstream digital intercon­
nect £595. (01483) 271669. 
• Arcam Alpha 5 + CD £250, 
Magnum lA 170 amp £150. 
Royd Doublet speakers £250. 
NAD 402 tuner £100. 
Sound style 4-tier stand £100. 
Essex (01376) 321095. 
• Arcam Alpha 5 tuner, very 
little use and in mint condi­
tion. Boxed. £140. Epping, 
Essex (01992) 572098. 
• Arcam Alpha 6 CD, 9 mnths 
old, mint, guaranteed, cost 
£600, will sell £295. Coventry 
(01203) 331805 after 7pm. 
e Arcam Alpha 8 CD player, 
as new, hardly used, 2 months 
old, boxed etc. £395. (01952) 
406759. 
• Arcam Delta 290 integrated 
preamp with remote, manual, 
packaging, excellent £260. 
Arcam Black Box 50 0/A con­
verter with manual, packaging, 
excellent, £240. (Purchased 
together- £450). Sheffield 
(0114) 245 4586. 
e Audiolab Q, 1.5 year guar­
antee £675. Teac T1 transport, 
nearly new £350. LAT IC 1000 
(£89) £55. X-DAC (nearly new) 
£225. all ono. Chris, Sheffield 
(0114) 237 7168. 
e Aura VA-80 amplifier, black, 
boxed, ex cond £135. Mission 
733 floorstanding speakers, 
good cond £110. Northampton 
(01604) 39482. 
• B&W 580 floorstanding 
speakers, black, good condi­
tion £160. (01903) 502978/ 
(01903) 211185. 
• Castle Severn speakers 
(boxed) finished in mahogany, 
mint condition, stunning looks, 
build and sound. Upgrade 
forces sale £330 ono. Peter, 
Yarmouth (01983) 
760323/(0467) 702911. 
• De non DRM 7 40 cassette 
deck £180. NAD 3130 amp 
£120. Both boxed and in vgc. 

Hl-Fl CHOICE 

·n Hi·F· Choice fo £5* 

T 
o advertise on this page, write your advert in block 

capitals and send it to: Hi-Fi Choice, Reader Classifieds, 

19 Bolsover St, London W1P 7HJ. Include a cheque for 

£5* made payable to Dennis Publishing Ltd. The advert will 

appear in one issue only and must be no more than 20 words 

(or five lines) long, including all spaces and your phone num­

ber. Reader Classifieds are for the use of private individuals 

only. All Reader Classified adverts will be printed on a first­

come, first-served basis, subject to available space, and Dennis 

Publishing Ltd accepts no liability for the accuracy of the 

information contained therein, nor any consequence arising 

from it, nor for any typographical errors. We reserve the right 

to amend or refuse adverts at the Editor's discretion and cannot 

guarantee that an advert will appear in any specific issue. 

*This service is FREE for Hi-Fi Choice subscribers, provided a 

subscriber number is enclosed with the advert details. 

Bexley (01322) 529954. 3 years warranty left. Mint, new. Forced sale £370. Cardiff 
e Different makes of cables boxed (£875) £600. Dual (01222) 499561. 
no longer used, want to sell. CS505 turntable £80 ono. e Polk RT12 speakers £350. 2 
Open to offers. Scart-Scarts, (01904) 627437. x Rotel RB-970BX Mkll power 
interconnect cables etc. • linn Sondek LP12, black amps, £120 each. Rotel RC-
Newport (01633) 680525. ash. lingo, Ekos Mk 11, Karma, 970BX Mkll preamp £100. 
e DPA Enlightenment DAC & Cirkus. Karma has only 40hrs Marantz CD52SE £80. 
mains power filter, immacu- use. £1,500 ono. Jules (01792) Soundstyle X105 5-shelf table 
late, boxed and manufacturers 280061. £140. Also high quality inter-
warranty. £640 ono (£950 new) • Marantz Model 7 preamp & connects and 7m cables. All 
nr Bristol (01934) 813666. Model 9B stereo power amp. immaculate and boxed. Moving 
• Garrard 301 lockwood Vintage classics in excellent, abroad forces sale. Tom, 
plinth/cover. SME3009/Denon original condition, 250V, fully Worcs (01905) 874300 
110, original instructions. per- working. £4,500, can split. day/(01386) 750278 eves. 
feet £250. Target PSWl shelf London (0171) 917 7746 • Quad 44/405 pre/power 
to suit above, £30. Wirral • Meridian 203 DAC, exc £370. Nakamichi cassette 
(0151) 632 3790. cond, (nearly £700 new) £120. deck-2 £230. Thorens TD160-
• Garrard 401 turntable. Jan. Cambs (01354) 655284. Super £160. Arcam Alpha 
SME3009 Series 11, improved • Micromega Microdec for 5/Pius CD player £225. 
arm/plinth. Shure V15 type Ill sale, upgrade your old CD Audiolab 8000 DAC £450. Price 
cartridge. VN35MR stylus. player, good condition, cost includes p&p. B'ham (0121) 
£150 ono. Crewe (01477) over £400, any offer consid- 326 8083. 
532972. ered. (01932) 848092. • Quad 66 pre £475. ESL63 
• leak Stereofetic, vgc £40. • Musical Fidelity A-1000 stands £70. Deltec PDMl 
leak Troughline stereo, ex amplifier, boxed, unused Series 2 DAC £125. Hi-Fi 
cond, £75. Garrard 301/RB300, £1,499 new, will accept £1,150 Choice nos 98-140 £15. 
good plinth, excellent ono. Wirral (0151) 625 8124. London (0181) 688 6397. 
£125+85 or £200. Nairn MC • Nairn NAC 32-55 preamp, e REL Storm subwoofer, 
boards, audiophile PSU, top MC and CD boards. NAP90 immaculate, 10 months old, 
rate phono stage for £150. power amp. NA24 interconnect boxed and instructions. £450 
(01243) 553531. Nairn speaker cable. ono. Kingston (0181) 549 8845. 
• linn Kabers, black ash, Traditional style, boxed. £495. • Rotel RA 970 BX amplifier, 
mint £600. linn LP12, black Dorset (01202) 481386. £160. Marantz CD 67 CD play-
lingo Cirkus, Ekos Mkll, e Onkyo Integra T -909011 er £180. Both brand new and 
Karma, nearly new, boxed, new state-of-the-art tuner, multi- boxed. London (0181) 877 
lid unused, £1,500. Jules, feature. remote control etc. 3669. 
Swansea (01792) 280061. £300 ono. 0171 231 6184 e Rotel RB970 mk 11 x 2 
• linn LP12, lingo, Eikos, • Pioneer A-400X, vgc £150. power amps. (60 WPC stereo, 
Arkiv. Audiotech table. All ex Mordaunt-Short MS25i speak- 180 WPC bridged mono) mint, 
cond £1,350. Cheltenham, ers, 6 mnths old, boxed, vgc boxed, instructions. £100 ea. 
(01242) 577496/(01242) £180. Norfolk (01263) 511154. Essex (01255) 675115. 
225027. • Pioneer CTS-830S cassette • Tannoy Monitor Gold 12" 
• linn Mimik CD player, over deck, incredible machine, as dual concentric speakers 12 x 

21 x 33. £275 ono. Worcs 
(01684) 566971. 
e TDL RTL3 loudspeakers, as 
new £200. Denon TU380-RD 
tuner, hardly used £140. 
Marantz CD63SE, excellent 
condition £200. Surrey (01483) 
533982. 
e Technics SUO turntable, 
parallel tracking with solid 
metal case and lid, moving 
iron cartridge and preamp, ex 
cond £150. Hants (01256) 
895795. 
e Technics SL-P2000 
Reference CD player, boxed as 
new. £600 ono. Brighton 
(01273) 305176. 
• Two lOin reels of Racai­
Zonal l/4in tape, NAB centres, 
unused, £5 each in aid of 
charity. Contact Stan (0171) 
917 7747. 
e van den Hul The Second lm 
terminated/boxed. van den Hul 
The Revelation 5 ft terminated. 
Offers, Essex (01708) 221188. 
e Wilmslow Audio HSM V25 
£275, cost new £550. 2 x lOin 
Volt Visation active subs £275 
ea. (01672) 851748. 
e XLO Pro type 100 quality 
interconnects, 1 x lm and 1 x 
l/2m, one week old. Absolute 
mint, boxed (cost £213) £140 
the pair. Brighton (01273) 
749304. 
e Yamaha A970 Pro-logic 
DSP amp £300. Pioneer Pl12D 
turntable, new stylus £30. 
(01708) 457691. 
e Yamaha NS-lOM stereo 
speakers for sale. Excellent 
condition, boxed. Ideal for 
Portastudios (4/8 track) or 
professional studio. £195. 
Simon, Edinburgh area (0131) 
661 3130. 

WANTED 
e Help! luxman llOO amplifi­
er circuit diagram urgently 
needed. Can anyone supply a 

photocopy? Any expenses paid 
fully! Staffs (01782) 746581. 
• IAS 8111/4 wave horn 
speakers in playing condition, 
demonstration essential. Will 
collect. John (0181) 452 
00653. 
e Mana wall shelf. Wirral 
(0151) 632 3790. 
e Technics SH 8075 profes­
sional equaliser. Ipswich 
(01473) 827301. 
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Optimum 
international 2000 

DESIGNED TO IMPRESS 
A beautiful and stunning range of support systems for hi fi, audio and audio visual equipment in 
glass and support rods in stainless steel, Champagne gold or black finishes, manufactured in 

the United Kingdom for the new millenium. 
Special sizes made to order. 

PREMIER RANGE 

MODEL OPT 660 - £349 
(From £249-£499) 

The PRISMA 
Phono Amplifier 

The VISTA 

Line Amplifier 

The LECTERN 
Power Amplifier 

TheECAA.2 
True Ribbon Speakers 

DESIGNER RANGE 

MODEL G4P- £129 
(From £129-£149) 

AUDIO-VISUAL RANGE 

MODEL AV 300 - £329 

PRESTIGE RANGE 

MODEL OPT 6606 - £249 
(From £149-£299) 

PO Box 108 Shipley, West Yorkshire 8018 3Y J. 
Telephone & Fax 01274 583249 

I!)ea�,�udio 
ShLlhtntLln 

DYNAVECTOR 

Well Tempered 
Stockists and Information from: 

Pear Audio Ltd. 7 Prospect Place, Alnmouth, Northumberland, NE66 2RL 
Telephone: 01665 830862 Fax: 01665 830051 

ECA DISTRIBUTION 
BOX 3023 London NW2 7RW 
TeVFax: 0181 998 1086 

··speakers disappear completely"" 

CHOICE SESSIONS 
July/ August Issue 1996 

BEST BUY AWARD 
Issue 145 - 1995 
Hi-Fi CHOICE 

BEST BUY AWARD 
Issue 145 - 1995 
Hi-Fi CHOICE 

THE LECTERN H.D. 
AUDIO CHOICE 1996 
GRAMOPHONE 



TBE DIRECTORY 
Our Three Step Guide to Buying Hi·Fi 

The legendary Hi-Fi Choice Directory is now simpler to 

use than ever before, but contains all the information 

you need to select and buy the perfect hi-fi system. n Discover which products fall within your budget by 

using our Price Guide (starts on the next page). This 

listing is updated bi-monthly and includes all hi-fi 

products currently available in the UK. lt is organised by 

product type, then by price band, and is sorted alphabetically. 

Products whose names are printed in red are those that we 

have reviewed. Which leads us to ... 

Read about the hi-fi equipment that we have reviewed 

in the Directory (starts after the Price Guide). Here you 

will learn which items have been singled out for our 

famous Best Buy and Recommended awards that denote 

products of exceptional quality and value. The Directory is 

sorted by product type and listed alphabetically, and the 

beginning of each section provides essential information about 

each kind of hi-fi component. 

Find your nearest hi-fi store in our Dealer Directory 

(starts on page 139) to book a demonstration of the 

products you are interested in. 

Best Buys and Recommendations 

If you see a Best Buy (red) or Recommended (blue) flag at the 
beginning of an entry in our Directory of reviewed products, the item 
concerned is particularly deserving of your attention. 
� Red signifies the Best Buy swing-tag, which indicates products of 
q the best quality and superb value for money in their price category. 

� Blue Recommended products offer excellent quality and value, 
Cl:i but not the same cost-effectiveness as a Best Buy. 
Please note that an expensive Recommended product will nearly 
always perform better than an inexpensive Best Buy. 

Using Best Buys and Recommendations to buy hi-fi. 
Do not commit the cardinal sin of dashing into your local dealer, 
magazine in hand, demanding to purchase Best Buy CD player A, 
Best Buy amplifier B and Best Buy speakers C. This 
is unlikely to result in your long-term satisfaction. Our 
belief at Hi-Fi Choice is that you must consider the 
hi-fi system as a complete entity, not as a collection 
of components. While a superb system might well 

contain Best Buy and Recommended components, 
one cannot lump together Best Buys and Recommendations 
in the hope that they will automatically perform superbly. These 
ratings make a useful guideline for short-listing 
components worth trying, but only by hearing them for 
yourself can you draw meaningful conclusions about 
what suits your taste. Furthermore, don't panic if the 
dealer offers you equipment that we have not tested. 
At the end of the day, what matters most is that 
your hi-fi system fits your tastes like a glove, and it is 
the dealer's challenge to ensure your satisfaction by any 
means - and components - necessary! 



Monrio Asty @ 
Musical Fidelity Ell @ 

Musical Fidelity A2 @ 
NAD 314 @ 
NAD 317 @ 
Onkyo A92!0 @ 
Onkyo A921 f) 
Onkyo A922 f) 
Orelle SA-lOO f) 
Pioneer A-400X @ 
Pioneer A-605R @ 
Pioneer A-300R Precision @ 
Pro-Ject Model 7 @ 
Rega Elex 0 
Shearne 2.5 @ 
Sony TA-FA3ES 0 
Sony TA-F3000ES 0 
Talk Electronics Stonn I 0 
TEAC A-H500 0 
Technics SU-ASOOO 0 
Technics SU-A900 Mk2 0 
Technics SU-A900D 0 
Yamaha AX-592 

Alchemist Kraken Integrated 
40W 140 

Alchemist Nemesis 
AMC 3020 0 20W lOO Audio Analogue Puccini SE 
AMC 3025A 0 30W 130 Audio Note Kanji Line SE 
AMC 3050A 0 4SW 170 Audio Note First integrated 
Arcam Alpha 7 @ 40W 250 Audiogram MB2 @ Cambridge AI @ 3SW so 

Audiolab 8000S 0 Cambridge AI Mk Ill 0 40W 120 CR Dev Kalypso @ Cambridge A3i 0 60W 200 CR Dev CR325 @ Denon PMA-250SE @ 30W 160 Creek 5250R 0 Denon PMA-350SE @ sow 200 Creek 5250SER 0 Oenon PMA-425R @ 4SW 230 Oensen Beat B-100 @ Oenon PMA-JOOM @ SOW 240 
OPA Renaissance int @ Goodmans Delta 801 140 
Exposure XX Super 0 H/1\ HK6!0 0 30W ISO Fase Evoluzione Periormance 2.0 0 H/1( HK620 0 40W 250 Gamma Gemini E) JYC AX-V48K 30W 200 
H/1( HK660 0 

JYC AX-RSBK @ 45W 200 Jolida 202 @ Kenwood KA-1080 0 60W 140 
LFD Integrated 0 @ Kenwood KA-3080R 0 lOW 170 Linn Majik (Line! 0 Kenwood KA-3020SE @ sow 200 Lynwood Opal 

Marantz PM-47 @ 40W ISO 
f) Magnum IA200 

Marantz PM-57 @ SOW 200 Magnum Class A 0 Marantz PM-66SE @ sow 230 Mission Cyrus llli 0 Marantz SR-47 0 40W 2SO 
Musical Fidelity A220 @ Musical Fidelity El 0 30W 199 Myryad Ml 120 0 HAD 310 0 100 Nairn Nail 3 @ HAD 312 @ 2SW 200 prelle SA-IOORX f) Pioneer A-lOS @ 30W 130 
Prime Design A-lOO 0 Pioneer A-204R @ 2SW 160 Quad 77 Integrated E) Pioneer A-300R @ 4SW 200 Roksan Caspian 0 Pioneer A-40SR @ 60W 2SO 
Rose Scion @ Rega Brio 30W 229 
Shearne Phase 2 @ Rote! RA-931 0 3SW ISO Stemfoort SF60 

Rotel RA970BX 0 60W 2SO Talk Electronics Storm 2 @ 
Sherwood AX-7030R @ 9SW 2SO TEAC A-BX7R 
Sony TA-FE210 @ 4SW 130 
Sony TA-FE310R 0 4SW ISO Alchemist Forseti Integrated 0 Sony TA-F248E 0 40W 200 Audio Note Oto Line PP 
Sony TA-F448EB 0 SSW 2SO AYI S2000MI @ TEAC A-R300 0 4SW 200 

Copland CSA8 @ TEAC A-R500 0 90W 2SO Credo IMP702 
Technics SU-V300 0 2SW ISO Credo IMP703 
Technics SU-V500 0 30W ISO Electrocompaniet ECI-2 0 Technics SU-A600 Mk3 0 60W 200 Exposure XV Super 
Technics SU-V620 0 lOW 230 Fase Evoluzione Pertormance 1.1 0 Technics SU-A700 Mk3 @ 4SW 2SO Fase Evoluzione Performance 1.0 0 Unison Simply 845 @ 24W 24 Golden Tube Audio SI-50 E) Yamaha AX-390 @ 60W 170 H/1( HK680 0 Yamaha AX-492 @ SW 220 LFD 0 LE Integrated @ 

Linn Majik (Phono) @ Alchemist Axiom 0 30W 2S9 Magnum Class A SE 0 Alchemist Maxim @ 30W 319 Marantz PM-17 0 AMC CYT 3030A 0 30W 400 Meridian 551 
Arcam Alpha 8 @ SOW 3SO Micromega Tempo I 0 Arcam Alpha 9 f) lOW soo Micromega Tempo 2 0 Audio Analogue Puccini @ 40W 450 Minstrel Ultra Linear @ Audiolnnov Alto 0 3SW 300 Nairn Nail 3 R @ Audiogram MBI @ 35W 493 Pioneer A-07 @ Audiolab 8000LX 0 60W 470 Reaa Elicit 
Audiolab 8000A @ 60W 500 Shearne Phase 2 Reference @ Aura YA-100 11 @ lOW 350 Sonneteer Alabaster @ CR Dev CR324 @ IOOW 499 Stemfoort SHOO 
Creek 4330 @ 35W 279 TEAC AB-XIO @ Creek 4340 @ 35W 279 ThuleiAIOO 
Creek 4330R @ 3SW 3SS 

Unison Sim I Two 
Creek 52SO 0 SOW 4SO 
Denon PMA-725R @ 65W 3SO Art Audio Integra 
EMF Audio Sequel @ sow 450 Audiolnnov Classic 25 
H/K HK640 0 55W 400 Audiolnnov S500 
Kenwood KA-5090R @ 65W 300 Audio Note Soro Line PP 
Kenwood KA-7090R 0 85W 400 Audio Note Oto Line SE 0 Magnum IAI20 0 65W 265 Audio Note Oto Phono SE E) Ma11num IA170 0 90W 330 Audio Note Soro Line SE 
Magnum IAI10SE 0 90W 430 Beam-Echo SA-50 E) Marantz PM-68 0 90W 300 Bryston B-60 @ Marantz PM-66 Kl Sig. @ sow 400 Bryston B-60R @ Micromega Minium 0 40W 350 Copland CSAJ4 @ Mission Cyrus Sl @ sow 398 
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60W 
60W 
2SW 
3SW 
SOW 
40W 
sow 

lOW 
SOW 
sow 

SOW 
3SW 
40W 
sow 

3SW 
lOW 
60W 
sow 

SOW 
SSW 
90W 
lOW 

SSW S79 

sow 700 

sow S95 

9W 699 

40W 699 

60W S99 

60W 700 Copland CSA28 

!SW S99 Copland CTA40! 
CR Dev Romulus V3 

l7SW 699 
CR Dev Remus V3 

SOW S75 
Credo LIM 702 

60W 66S 
Credo UM 703 

60W 600 
S95 EAR 834 

40W Graaf Yenticinque 
55W 700 

Heybrook Signature 11 
40W 570 

LFD Integrated I 
12W 699 

Marantz PM-16 
65W 700 

Meracus lntrare 
40W 695 

Minstrel Partridge 
sow S49 

33W 6SO Monrio MC-205 

sow 6SS Musical Fidelity AIOOO 

S99 Primare 301 
IOOW Rogers E-20a 
SSW 690 

sow S9S Rogers E-40a 
Sonic Frontiers Anthem Integrated 

sow 700 
Unison Simply Four P 

60W 530 
Unison Simply Four T 

30W S7S 
Woodside ISA230 Line 

7SW 649 
Woodside ISA230 Disc 

IOOW 6SO 

SSW 700 
Adyton Opera 

lOW 69S 
Audio Note Meishu Line 

6SW 61S 

sow 649 Audio Note Ongaku 
Audio Research CASO 

60W S49 
Cary CAD-300SEI 

6SW 6SO 
EAR 8S9 700 
Electrocompaniet ECI-1 
Gamma Rhythm 

IOOW 949 
Jadis DA30 

l2W 9SO 
Jadis DA60 

IOOW 999 
Krell KAYJOOi 

60W 94S 
Meracus Onesta 

lOW 93S 
Pioneer A-09 

lOW l,OOO 
Tube Tech Unisis Sig. lnt. 

sow 99S 
Tube Tech Synergy PPS 

SSW soo 
Unison Periormance One 

lOW 790 
Unison Absolute 84S 

60W 790 

sow 995 

SSW 1,000 

60W 799 

33W soo 

SSW BIS 

60W 900 

SSW 79S 

50W 750 

7SW 9SO 

26W 900 

30W 760 

sow 1,000 
lOW 730 

sow 799 

SOW 900 

IOOW S49 

IOOW 1.000 

IOOW 949 

995 

30W 1,499 

25W 1,099 

2SW 1,199 

20W 1,200 AMC CYT 1030A 
12W 1,200 Art Audio Minuet 
12W 1,500 Audio Alchemy Vac-in-the-box 
1SW 1,699 Audio Analogue Bellini 
sow l,9SO Audiolnnov PI 
7SW 1,280 Audiolnnov L1 
7SW 1,46S Audio Note The M 
lOW 1,199 Beam-Echo PP-21 
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1,299 

2SW 1,699 

3SW l,l9S 

60W 1,989 
l,l91 
1.249 

40W 1.999 

20W 1,99S 

120W 1,600 

6SW 1,099 

90W 1,700 

60W l,09S 

26W 1.499 

SOW l,S4S 

sow 1,500 

BOW 1,800 

20W 1,229 

40W 1,900 

25W 1,29S 

24W l,SSS 

llW 1,59S 

JOW 1,099 
1 249 

sow 2,S9S 

9W 2,7SO 

26W 56,000 
3,990 

llW 3,49S 

13W 2,499 

IOOW 2,19S 

1SW 2,499 

30W 3,490 

60W S,7SO 

!SOW 2.5SO 

7SW 2,595 

45W 4,000 

30W 2,300 

!SOW 6,900 

2SW 4,SOO 

40W 11,995 

Ph 

Ph 

Ph 

Ph 499 

Bryston BP! 0 438 
Carver CT-24 0 499 
CR Dev Themis 349 
Creek P43 0 399 
Creek P52 0 499 
Crimson CS610C 0 Ph 4SO 
EAR 834P Ph 349 
EAR 834L @ 449 
Electrocompaniet ECP-1 Ph 495 
Fase Evoluzione Phonodrive 1.0 Ph 44S 
Henley HMC50 200 
Henley HMCIOO 4SO 

LFD Mistral Linestage @ 449 
LFD LSO Linestage @ 499 
Lumley PP70 0 345 
Lumley PP! 0 345 
Magnum MP!20 0 330 
Magnum MP660 0 soo 

Maanum MP330 0 soo 

Moth 30 Passive 0 149 
Moth 30 RIAA Ph 249 
Moth 30 Active 0 349 
Musical Fidelity XIO-D 0 120 
Musical Fidelity X-LP Ph 130 
Musical Fidelity X-PRE 0 200 
Musical Fidelity E20 f) Ph 400 
Musical Fidelity F2 @ Ph soo 

HAD 114 0 Ph 270 
MAD 116 0 Ph 430 
Nairn Prefix 3SO 
Nairn NAC92 @ 470 
Rega EOS Ph 39S 
Roksan Artaxeaes 10 Ph 39S 
Rose RV-23 E) Ph 4SO 
Rote! RC970BX Mkll @ 175 
Talk Electronics Hurricane 1 0 soo 

Technics SU-C!OOO 0 Ph 350 
Trilogy 905 37S 
Trilogy 904 Ph 37S 
Trilogy 900 E) Ph 499 
Unison Simply Phono Ph 500 

Adyton Chorus 1.99S 

Alchemist Kraken Pre @ Sl9 
Alchemist Forseti Pre 0 919 
Art Audio Headline 0 700 
Art Audio VPL 741 
Art Audio Conductor Phono 7SO 
Art Audio YPI 9S2 
Art Audio Conductor 0 1,2SO 
Art Audio Conductor Export 2,000 
Audio Note M! Line sso 

Audio Note M! RIAA Ph S50 
Audio Note M2 Line 999 
Audio Note Discovery 999 
Audio Note M2RIAA Ph 1.099 
Audio Research LS7 @ 1,7SO 
Audio Research LS3 @ 1,997 
Audio Synthesis Pro Passion 0 S9S 
Audio Synthesis Passion E) 69S 
Audio Synthesis Passion 6 0 1,19S 
Audio Synthesis Passion BS 0 1,29S 
Audio Synthesis Passion BM @ 1,69S 
Audiolab 8000C @ Ph 580 
Audiolab 8000PPA Ph 1,000 
Audiolab 80000 0 1,2SO 
Aura CA-200 Ph 700 
AVI S2000MP 0 949 
Beam-Echo SP-21 0 Ph l,ll6 
Bryston .4 @ 642 
Bryston 8P5 0 Ph 889 
Bryston BP20 1,126 
Bryston BP-25 1,326 

HI-Fl CHOICE 



Bryston 48-ST PRO 0 
Cary SLP-74 0 
Cary PH-301 Ph 
Chord CPA 1800 @ 
Concordant Exhilarant 
Concordant Exquisite 
Conrad-Johnson PV-lOAL 0 
Conrad-Johnson PV-lOA 0 Ph 
Conrad-Johnson PV-12Al @ 
Conrad-Johnson EF-1 Ph 
Conrad-Johnson PF-2 0 Ph 
Copland CSA303 0 Ph 
Copland CTA301 Mkll 0 Ph 
CR Oev Carmenta 0 
CR Oev Argento Ph 
Credo CMP004 
Credo CMP005 
Oensen OM-20 @ 
ONM 3 Start 0 
ONM 3A Start 0 
OPA Enlightenment pre 
OPA OSP500S 
Oynavector l200 0 
Dynavector PlOO Ph 
Dynavector llOO 0 
Earmax Earmax Pre 0 
ECA Vista S 0 
ECA Vista HD 0 
ECA Prisma Ph 
Electrocompaniet EC-4.5 
Electrocompaniet EC-4R @ 
Exposure XIX 
Exposure XVII @ Ph 
Fase Evoluzione Controlsource 2.0 @ Ph 
Fase Evoluzione Controlsource 1.0 @ 
Golden Tube Audio SEP-1 @ 
Graaf WF8 Two @ Ph 
Graaf WF8 One 0 Ph 
Henley HMC200 
Hi Q Sound MCB2 Ph 
Hi Q Sound MCL2 @ 
Jadis DPL2 @ 
LFO MC! Phonostage Ph 
LFO LSl linestage @ 
LFO MC2 Phonostage Ph 
LFO LS2 Linestage @ 
LFO LSB linestage 0 
linn Wakonda 0 
linn Unto 
linn Kairn @ 
lumley lV1.5 @ 
lumley LV! @ 
lumley PV1.5 0 Ph 
lumley PVl 0 Ph 
Marantz AC-500 Ph 
Marantz EC-500 €) 
Matisse Atom 0 
Meracus lngredi (1) 
Meridian 501 @ Ph 
Meridian 562 
Meridian 562V 
Meridian 502 0 
Michell Argo @ 
Michi RHC-10 
Michi RHQ-10 Ph 
Michi RHA-10 
Micromega Tempo P 0 
Mission Cyrus Pre 0 Ph 
Monrio AON Ph 
Monrio Pluri-l @ 
Muse Model 3 @ 
Musical Fidelity F25 0 Ph 
HAD 118 
Nairn NAC92R 0 
Nairn NAC72 @ 
Nairn NAC102 @ 
Quad 77 Pre 0 Ph 
Rega Hal @ Ph 
Roksan ROK-l2.5 0 
Rose RV-23S 0 Ph 
Shearne Phase 6 Pro @ 
Shearne Phase 1 Pro Ref @ 
Sonic Frontiers SFP-1 Ph 
Sonic Frontiers SFP-1 Sig Ph 
Sonic Frontiers Anthem Pre 1 @ Ph 
Sonic Frontiers line 1 
Sonographe SC26 0 
Sumo Athena 11 line @ 
Sumo Athena 118/11 lS 
Sumo Athena Ill @ 
Sumo Artemis uP @ 
Talk Electronics Hurricane 2 @ 
Talk Electronics Hurricane 3 @ 
Talk Electronics Hurricane 4 @ 
Technics SU-C2000 @ Ph 
Tesserac TAADA 0 
Tesserac TALA 0 
Tesserac TAHA @ 
Thorens TTP-2000F E> Ph 
Thulo PR200 
Trilogy 901 @ 
Trilogy 906 Ph 

HI-Fl CHOICE 

1,7S6 Trilogy 902 
1,49S Tron Retro 
1,79S Tron Nucleus Phono 
1,774 Tron Nucleus 

900 Tube Tech Seer line 
1,9SO Tube Tech Mac Phono 

99S Tube Tech Prophet 
1,29S Unison Mystery One 
1,990 Unison Phono One 
1,990 Van Den Hul Pre-amp 
1,990 Wilson Benesch Stage One 
1,199 Woodside SC27 line 
1,399 Woodside SC26 line 

6S9 XTC PRE-1 
699 Yamaha CX-2 

1,246 
l,B76 Adyton Temper 
1,200 Adyton Modus 
1,000 Alchemist The Alchemist pre 
1,6SO ATC SCA2 

79S Audio Note M3line 
2,000 Audio Research LS15 
1,!9S Audio Research LS22 
!,49S Audio Research LS5 M kill 
1,99S Audio Research REF 1 
l,B9S Boulder l3AE 

760 Boulder l5AE 
BBO Boulder l5M 
BBO Boulder 2010 

1,19S Cary SLP-94l 
1,49S Cary SLP-98l 

BOO Chord CPA 2200 
B50 Chord CPA 2800 
62S Chord CPA 3200 

1,395 Chord CPA 4000 
B90 Conrad-Johnson PF-R 

1,19S Conrad-Johnson PV-12A 
l,B9S Conrad-Johnson Premier 15 

750 Conrad-Johnson Premier 14 
S4S Conrad-Johnson Art 
64S CAT Sll Sig. Mk2 

1,790 CR Oev Kastor 
949 Credo LPR 001 
999 OHM 3C Primus 

1,499 ONM 3C Twin 
l,S99 ONM 3C Six 
1,999 EAR 802MC 

7SO EAR G88 
BSO EAR P52 

1,400 Gamma Era Phono 
B9S Gamma Era Ref 

I,ISO Gamma Era Sig 
1,700 Graaf GM13.58 
1,700 Jadis DP60l 

700 Jadis DPL 
900 Jadis DPMC 

1,000 Jadis JPL 
92S Jadis JPP200 
69S Jadis JP30MC 
76S Jadis JPS2 
99S Jadis JPBOMC 

1,29S Krell KRC3 
730 Krell KRC-HR 
79S LFD Disc Preamp 

uso Marantz Model 7 
1,150 Mark levinson 25S 
1,2SO Marl< Levinson 38 

64B Matisse Fantasy 
62S Matisse Reference 
960 Meracus Pratare 

1,990 Nairn NAC82 
I,SOO Nairn NAC52 
1,000 Roksan ROK-ll.5 

630 Sonic Frontiers line 2 
725 Sonic Frontiers line 3 

l,OSO Tesserac TAP-A 
BSO Trilogy 918 
998 Unison Dream 

l,2SO Woodside SC26 line & Phono 
S2S 
B99 

1,399 
1,09S 
1,49S 
1,495 
1,99S 

995 

767 
9B7 

9B7 
1,59S 

650 
900 

1,100 
700 

l,SOO 
I,SOO 
!,BOO 

699 
699 

7SO 
99S 
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(1) 

@ 

0 

@ 

@ 

@ 

@ 
@ 

@ 
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l,S9S 
1,000 

Ph 2,000 
2,000 

93S 

Ph !,ISO 
1,970 
1,7SO 

Ph 1,99S 
2,000 

Ph 99S 
949 

l,S57 

1,2SO 

Ph 6SO 

2,49S 
2,69S 
4,99S 
2,499 
2,6SO 

3,399 
4,391 
6,43S 
9,900 
2,100 
3,400 
3,BOO 

26,000 
2,09S 
2,29S 
2,3SS 

Ph 3,246 
3,320 
6,210 
2,490 

Ph 2,S90 

Ph 3,99S 
3,99S 

14,99S 

Ph 6,SOO 
2,99S 
2.Bl5 

2,5SO 
3,BOO 
S,050 

Ph 2,S99 

Ph 9.999 
IS,999 

Ph 2,499 
2,499 

Ph 19,999 
3,9SO 
2,BOO 
3,190 

Ph 3,190 
4,720 
4,99B 

Ph 5,97B 
7,900 

Ph 11,989 
3,2SO 
6,949 

Ph 4,499 

Ph 3,SOO 

Ph 2,9SO 
3,995 
2,500 

Ph 3,SOO 

Ph 2,!9S 
2,160 
3,3SO 
2,250 
2,99S 
4,99S 

S,300 
2,775 

Ph !1,99S 

Ph 2.233 

Arcam Alpha BP SOW 2SO Lynwood Ruby 120W 9BS 

Arcam Alpha 9P 70W 400 Magnum MF330 !SOW 68S 

Arcam Oe�a 290P 7SW 400 Magnum MF660 12SW 82S 
Carver TFM-6CB 6SW 399 Magnum A500SE 200W 1,4BS 
Creek A43 SOW 399 Magnum A50SE 200W l,S9S 
Creek A52 70W 499 Meracus Ciere 60W 1,09S 
Crimson CS620C sow 4SO Meridian 555 60W 7SO 
Earmax Earmax Headphone O.lW 37S Meridian 557 200W 1,400 
LFD Mistral Power 60W 449 Michell Alecto Stereo SOW 1,150 
LFO PAO Powerstage sow 499 Michell Alecto Mono 100W 1,989 
Magnum MF120 8SW 36S Michi RHB-05 100W 1,100 
Marantz MA-500 12SW 250 Michi RHB-10 200W 2,000 
Marantz MA-700 200W 400 Micromega Amp 100W 1,2SO 
Mission Cyrus XPA sow 29B Monrio Canto 13SW 1,49S 
Mission Cyrus Power SOW 49B Monrio HP! 13SW 1,7SO 
Moth 30 Series Power 30W 249 Moth 60 Stereo 60W S99 
Moth 30 Mono/40 40W 469 Moth 30 Mono/lOO !OOW B79 
Musical Fidelity X-CANS O.IW 130 Muse Model lOO 100W 1,490 
Musical Fidelity E30 100W soo Musical Fidelity FX2 lOOW BOO 
Musical Fidelity X-A50 SOW soo NAO 218THX 200W B50 

Myryad MA 120 60W 4SO HAD 208THX 2SOW 1,100 
HAD 912 30W 200 Nairn NAP140 4SW 750 
NAO 214 BO W 370 Nairn NAP180 60W 1,060 
HAD 216THX 12SW 470 Nairn NAP135 7SW 1,65S 

Nairn NAP90/3 30W 4SO Nairn NAP250 70W !,6SS 

Rote! RB970BX Mkll 60W 22S Papworth TVASO sow 1,42S 

Rote! RB980BX 120W 4S0 Prime Design P-150 !SOW 650 
Shearne 3.5 35W 469 Quad 77 Power BSW 600 
Talk Electronics Tornado 1 sow 4SO Quad 707 140W BOO 
Technics SE-AlOOO 70W 400 Rega EXS 70W S9B 

Rega Exon 12SW 1,196 
Alchemist Kraken pwr 55W S29 Roksan ROK-Sl.5 70W 1,49S 
Alchemist Forseti Pwr !SOW 1,309 Rose RP-190 (Dual Model 7SW S50 
AMC CVT 2100A BOW 600 Rote! RB990BX 200W 62S 
Art Audio Quintet !SW 1,393 Shearne Phase 3 sow 619 
Art Audio Quintet SE M8 -W l,SOO Shearne Phase 3 Reference sow 729 
Art Audio Concerto sow 1,669 Shearne Phase 5 Mono 100W l,SOO 
Audio Analogue Oonizetti 60W S7S Sonic Frontiers Anthem Amp 1 40W 1,19S 
Audiolnnov Series 800 2SW 999 Sonographe SA250 12SW 99S 
Audiolnnov First Audio 7.SW 1,749 Sonographe SA400 220W 1,39S 
Audiolnnov Series 1000 sow 1,799 Sumo Ulysses Ill 60W 629 
Audio Note The P 40W sso Sumo Polaris Ill 120W 9SO 
Audio Note PO 9W S99 Sumo Model Five 60W !,97S 
Audio Note Pl 12W 7SO Sumo Andromeda Ill 240W 1,97S 
Audio Note PlSE 12W 999 Talk Electronics Tornado 2 6SW 600 
Audio Note P2 20W 1,000 Talk Electronics Tornado 3 100W 7SO 
Audio Note P2SE lBW 1,499 Talk Electronics Tornado 4 !IOW 1,100 
Audio Note Conqueror BW l,S99 Technics SE-A2000 100W 1,100 
Audio Synthesis Desire 100W 1,695 Thorens TIA-2000 30W 599 
Audiolab BOOOSX 60W sso Thule PA200 200W I.79B 
Audiolab BOOOP 100W 7SO Trilogy 948 SOW 1,89S 
Audiolab BOOOPX !OOW BSO Tube Tech Syrinx 4SW I,ISO 
Audiolab BOOOM 125W 1,600 Tube Tech Unisis Sig. Pwr 30W 1,900 
Audiolab BOOOMX 12SW !,BOO Woodside SA240 40W 1,199 
Aura PA-100 100W 700 Woodside MAlOO 100W 1,733 
Aura PA-200 !IOW 1,200 Woodside STA50 sow l,BBO 
Aura PA-200 C !OOW 1,250 XTC POW-1 200W 2,000 
AVI S2000MM !SOW 1,399 7SO 
Bryston 28-LP 75W 7SO 
Bryston 38-ST PRO !SOW 1,160 120W 
Bryston 38-ST !SOW 1,160 Adyton Cordis 38 2BOW 12,99S 
Bryston THX3B !SOW 1,262 Alchemist The Alchemist pwr 220W 3,99S 
Bryston 78-ST PRO SOOW l,S45 Alchemist The Alchemist mono 5SW B,99S 
Bryston 4B-ST 300W 1,7S6 Art Audio Tempo 30W 2,499 
Bryston 78-ST soow l,BIS Art Audio Quintet SE -W 2,SOO 
Bryston THX48 300W l,BSO Art Audio Maestro 100W 3,S24 
Bryston THX78 SOOW l,B86 ATC SPA2-150 200W 2,SOO 
Carver TFM-15CB 100W S99 Audiolnnov Ser lOOOSE sow 2,499 
Carver A-500X 2SOW 949 Audiolnnov Second Audio 15W 3,299 
Carver A-760X 380W 1,299 Audio Note P3 9W 2,!SO 
Cary SLA-70 11 30W 1,49S Audio Note Quest 9W 2,7SO 
Chord SPM 400 !OOW 1,32S Audio Note Yubi lBW 3,BSO 
Chord SPM 600 130W 1.720 Audio Note Conquest lBW 4,4SO 
Conrad-Johnson MV-55 sow 1.995 Audio Note Tomei 30W B,SOO 
Copland CTA501 30W 1,7SO Audio Note Neiro 7W 11,360 
CR Oev Amphion 12W 1,949 Audio Note Ankoru 60W 14,SOO 
Credo PMP 804 l,B76 Audio Research Dl30 130W 2,299 
Creek A52SE BOW S99 Audio Research VT60 60W 2,395 
Crimson CS630C !OOW BOO Audio Research D300 300W 4,67B 

Oensen DM-30 !OOW 1,200 Audio Research VT100 !OOW 4,99S 
DNM PA Start 4SW 1,000 Audio Research D400 Mkll 400W 6,BSO 
DNM PAl Start 4SW 1,6SO Audio Research VT130 SE 130W B.SOO 
DPA Enlightenment pwr 100W 99S Audio Research VT150 SE !SOW 17,000 
Earmax Earmax Power 2SW I.B95 Beam-Echo Dll-35 30W 3,52S 
ECA Lectern S sow 880 Border Patrol 300B SE IOW 3,49S 
ECA lectern HO sow 1,4BO Boulder 102AE !OOW 2,BOO 
Electrocompaniet AW60FTT sow 1,09S Boulder 500AE !SOW S,OOO 

Exposure XVIII Super 70W B50 Bryston THXBB !SOW 2,3B5 
Fase Evoluzione Powersource 2.0 6SW B60 Cary CAD-300SE 12W 3,79S 
Fase Evoluzione Powersource 1.0 !OOW 1,670 Cary CAD-805 sow B,49S 
Golden Tube Audio SE-40 40W 1.000 Chord SPM BOO !60W 2,26S 
Golden Tube Audio SE-3008 Mkll BW 1,490 Chord SPM 10008 200W 2.7BS 
Golden Tube Audio SE-100 100W 1,99S Chord SPM 12008 2SOW 3,S2S 
Graaf Venticinque P 25W 1,250 Chord SPM 1200C 3!SW 3,9!S 
Jadis DA5 40W 1,997 Chord SPM 1600 200W 4)IB 
lexicon 212 120W l,BSO Chord SPM 14008 mono 3BOW 7,B30 
lFO PAl Powerstage 60W 999 Chord SPM 5000 4ISW 13,S44 
lFO PA2 Powerstage 7SW I.S99 Conrad-Johnson MF-2200 200W 2,290 
lFD PA2M Powerstage 90W 1,999 Conrad-Johnson MF-2300A 250W 2,990 
linn LK!OO sow 650 Conrad-Johnson Premier llA 70W 3,SOO 
linn lK240 120W 7SO Conrad-Johnson Premier 12 140W 6,900 
linn AV5105 !OOW 1,200 Conrad-Johnson Premier 8XS !SOW 17,000 ... 
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Conrad-Johnson Premier 8A 
CAT Ill 
Copland CTA505 
CR Dev Artemis 
Credo LPO 804 
Credo PMP !55 
Credo LPO 455 
Credo LPO !55 
DNM PA3 
DNM PA3S 
DPA OAP500S 
Dynavector HX7 5 
Dynavector HXI.2 
EAR 861 
EAR 509 Mk 11 
EAR 519 
EAR 549 
Electrocompaniet AWIOODMB 
Electrocompaniet AW250DMB 
Electrocompaniet AWI80MB 
Exposure IV 
Exposure XVI 
Gamma Rhythm Ref 
Gamma Aeon 
Gamma Space Ref 
Gamma Aeon Sig 
Graaf 5050 
Graaf GM20 
Graaf GM!OO 
Graaf GM200 
Jadis OA8 
Jadis OA7 
adis JA30 

Jadis JA300B 
ladis JABO 
Jadis JA200 
ladis JA500 
krell UV500/2 
llroll FPB200 
llroll FPB3DD 
krell FPB600 
Krell US2 
Lexicon 225 
Lexicon 50! 
linn Klout 
umleysno 

Lumley M!25 
Lumley M250 
Mapum Class A mono 
Mapum A200SE 
Marantz Model S 
Marantz Model 9 
Mark Levinson 331 
Mark Levinson 332 
Mark Levinson 333 
Mark Levinson 33H 
Matisse Ref Monoblocks 
Meracus Tentare 
Meracus Cantare 
Muse Model !60 Ser. 11 
Muse Model !50 
Muse Model l75 Ser. 11 
Muse Model 300 Ser. 11 

Fidelity Fl6 
Fidelity fl9 

MJOO 
M200 

275W 
200W 
67W 
35W 

50W 
23W 

250W 
75W 

lJOW 
32W 

!OOW 
!OOW 
200W 
!OOW 
250W 
!SOW 
sow 

125W 
35W 
20W 
lBW 
90W 
50W 
sow 

IOOW 
200W 

BOW 
IOOW 
30W 
IOW 
60W 

!60W 
400W 
IOOW 
200W 
300W 
600W 
200W 
250W 
500W 

BOW 
70W 

120W 
250W 
!BOW 
275W 

35W 
lOW 

!OOW 
200W 
300W 
150W 
!BOW 
75W 

-W 
160W 
125W 
175W 
300W 
200W 
300W 
!OOW 
200W 
160W 
lOOW 

55W 
llOW 
220W 
240W 
300W 

60W 
!OOW 
!OOW 
150W 

24W 
32W 
60W 
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2,099 
4,995 
2,456 
2,676 
4,975 
6,9B3 
2.500 
3.750 
3,000 
2,195 
3,995 
3,299 
3,699 
4,699 
6,499 
2.095 
3.995 
4,595 
2.199 
4,000 
3,999 
4,999 
7,999 

2,150 
2,750 
4,490 
B,OOO 
3,333 
5,290 
5,980 
9.000 
9,912 

IB 

2,500 
5.000 
2.400 
2,225 
3,750 
7.500 
2,450 
3,750 
3,500 
4,000 
4,495 
6,495 
B,495 

B,OOO 
2,245 
B.995 
2,290 
2,690 
3,490 
3,990 
2,500 
4.000 
2.645 
3,B25 
2,250 
2.199 
2,495 
4,995 
9,995 
4,200 
2,500 
7,350 
3,395 
4.700 
6,400 
3,250 
1,995 
3,000 

PRICE GUIDE 

Prices for interconnects are 

for a one-metre terminated pair. 

Precious Metals Silver Signal 203 
Precious Metals Silver Signal 204 
QED P2 Gold 

Apertura Model B 
Apertura Model A 
Art Yam Church 5000 
Audio Note AN-A 
Audro Note AN-C 
Audio Note AN-S 
Audio Note AN-V 
Audio Note AN-Vx 
Audioquest Jade 
Audioquest Turquoise 2 
Audioquest Topaz 2 
Audioquest Ruby 2 
Audioquest Quartz 
Audioquest Opal 
Audioquest Emerald 
Audioquest Lapis 
Audioquest Diamond 
Cable Talk Improved 2/CD 
Cable Talk Advanced 2 
Cable Talk Monitor 2 
Cable Talk Improved 2fT 
Cable Talk Studio 2 
Cable Talk Professional 2 
Cable Talk Broadcast 2 
Cable Talk Reference 2 
Cable Talk Signature 2 Gold 
Cambridge Atlantic 
Cambridge Arctic 
Cambridge Pacific 
Cambridge Studio Reference 
Cardas Audio 3008-Microtwin 
Cardas Audio Quadlink-Five 
Cardas Audio Cardas Cross 
Cardas Audio Hexlink-Five C 
Cardas Audio Hex! ink Golden-5 C 
Cardas Audio Golden Cross 
Connections UK Ultra 
Connections UK Midas 
Connections UK HO 
DNM-Reson TCC75 
DPA Slink 
DPA White Slink 
DPA Black Slink 
Expressive Tech IC-1 
Gamma Wow Balance 
Goertz Interconnect 
GT Audio lntercon 
He�ley HSP!O 
Henley HSP50 
Henley HSPJDO 
Henley HSP200 
Heybrook Black Flash 
lxos 104 
lxos 103 
lxos 102 
lxos 101 
Wls IOO.X03 
Kimber PBJ 
Kimber KC! 
Kimber Hero 
Kimber Silver Streak 
Kimber kCAG 
Kimber KCTG 
Kronos Konnekt 3 
Kronos Konnekt 2 
Kronos Konnekt I 
UT lntemationa!IC-50 
UT lnternalionai iC-80 
UT lnternationai iC-100-D 
UT lnternationai iC-200 Mk 11 
Lieder Chanson 
lieder Lek 
lieder Het Lied 
lieder Song 
Lieder Maas 
Lieder Rijn 
lieder Waal 
Lumley Silver 12/2 
Lumley Silver 14/4 
Moth leyline Black 
Moth Leyline Grey 
Nordost Magic 
Mordost Black Knight 
Nordost Blue Angel 
Nordost Blue Heaven 
Hordost Red Dawn 
Hordost SPM 
Ortofon 7N interconnect 
Precious Metals Silver Signal 35 
Precious Metals Silver Signal 50 
Precious Metals Silver Signal 52 
Pfll:ious Metals Silver Signal 53 
Pfll:ious Metals Silver Signal lOO 
Precious Metals Silver Signal 102 
Precious Metals Silver Signall03 
Precious Metals Silver Signal 104 
Precious Metals Silver Signal 200 
Precious Metals Silver Signal 202 

@ 260.00 

@ 469.00 

@ 515.00 

@ 18.00 
@ 35.00 

@ 99.00 
@ 179.00 

@ 450.00 

@ 30.00 

@ 40.00 
© 60.00 
© BO.OO 

@ 120.00 
© IB9.00 

© 249.00 
© 399.00 

© 549.00 

© 26.00 

@ 35.00 

© 50.00 

© 50.00 

@ 65.00 
© B5.00 
@ 100.00 
© 150.00 
© 300.00 

© !0.00 
© 20.00 
© 30.00 
© 40.00 

© 115.00 

© 200.00 

© 360.00 

© 530.00 

© 600.00 

© 700.00 

© 1B.OO 

© 39.00 

© 46.00 
@ 34.00 
@ 41.00 
@ 75.00 
@ 245.00 

© 700.00 

© 799.00 

© 14B.OO 
@ 130.00 

© 20.00 

© 35.00 

© 65.00 

© 95.00 
@ 49.95 

© 20.00 
© 45.00 

© 60 .00 

© 100.00 
© 150.00 

© 6B.OO 

© 96.00 

© llO.OO 

© IBO.OO 

© 390.00 

© 720.00 

© 49.00 
@ 99.00 

© 199.00 

© 37.00 

© 60.00 
© B9.00 

@ 151.00 
© 340.00 
© 420.00 

© 420.00 
© 5BO.OO 

© 620.00 

© 1.000.00 

© 1.400.00 

© ll5.00 

© 175.00 
© 100.00 
© 200 00 
© 30.00 

© 55.00 
© 90.00 
© 135.00 
© 260.00 
© 825.00 
© 250.00 
© 40.00 
© 50.00 
© 70.00 
© 90.00 
© 100.00 
© 130.00 
© 160.00 

© 190.00 
© 220.00 
© 290.00 

QED lncon P2 Screened 
QED !neon PI Screened 
Roksan ROK-Intercon 
SiHech MC2-12 
SiHech MC4-24S 
SiHech FTM-3S 
Silver Sounds SS2 
Silver Sounds SS! 
Silver Tone Ex-Static 
Silver Tone Sci-fi 
SME S2LB-4 
SME S3LB-4 
SME 4900A 
SME 5900A 
Sonic link Bonus 
Sonic Link Red 
Sonic Link Silver pink 
Sonic Link Black 
Sonic Link White 
Sonic link Brown 
Sonic Link Violet 
Sonic Link Blue Nickel 
Sonic Link Vermillion 
Sonic Link Red earth 
Sonic Link Black earth 
Sonic Link Blue earth 
ChordCo Chrysalis 
ChordCo Cobra 
ChordCo Siren 
ChordCo Chameleon 
ChordCo Solid 
Transparent Cable Musichord lnt 
Transparent Cable The Link 
Transparent Cable Music Link 
Trichord Pulsewire 75 
Vampire Wire CC 
Vampire Wire CCC/11 
Vampire Wire SC/11 
Vampire Wire SC/IV 
Vampire Wire Al/2 
Vampire Wire SL 
Van Den Hut Storm 
Van Den Hut Source HB 
Van Den Hut Dl02 IIIHB 
Van Den Hut Thunderline HB 
Van Den Hut First 
Van Den Hut Second 
Van Den Hut MC Gold 
Van Don Hut MC Silver IT 
XLO Typel50 
XlO Type 0.1 

Apertura Model B 
Apertura Model A 
Art Yam Church 5000 
Audioquest DigitaVvideo I 
Audioquest DigitaVvideo 2 
Audioquest Optilink X 
Audioquest Digital PRO 
Audioquest Optilink Pro 
Audioquest Optilink Z 
Cable Talk Digital 2 
Cardas Audio Lightning 
DNM-Reson DIG! DO 
DPA OptHink 
DPA Digi-link 
lxos 105 
Kimber Opti-link 
Kimber llluminati DV-30 
Kimber llluminati D-60 
Kimber llluminati DX-50 
Kimber llluminati Orchid 
UT International DI-20-D 
Moth Leyline Oatalink 
Nordost Moonglo 

© 360.00 
© 430.00 
© 20.00 
© 23.00 
© 26.00 

© 75.00 

© 308.00 

© 400.00 

© 730.00 

© 99.00 
© 199.00 

@ 35.00 
© 95.00 
© 46.1B 
© 52.06 
© 76.B3 
© !02.57 
© 15.00 
© 25.00 
© 35 00 

© 49.00 
© 65.00 

@ 70.00 
© B5.00 

@ 140.00 
@ 195.00 
@ 300.00 
@ 450.00 
@ 695.00 

© 30.00 
© 49.00 

© 65.00 
© 68.00 

@ 99.00 
© 4B.OO 
© 92.00 
© 119.00 

@ 169.00 
© 24.00 
© 58.00 
© 98.00 
© 144.00 
© 259.00 
© 412.00 

© 25.00 
© 50.00 
© 70.00 
© 130.00 

© 210.00 

© 240.00 
© 400.00 

© �475 00 

© 50.00 
@ IBO.OO 

79.00 

© 75.00 
© 190.00 

@ 26.00 
20.00 

© 1B.OO 
© 25.00 

50.00 
© 55.00 

© 
© 
© 

© 
© 

Precious Metals Silver Oig 35 
Precious Metals Silver Oig 100 
Precious Metals Silver Oig 200 
Precious Metals Silver Dig 202 
QED Digiflex 
QED Optiflex 
Roksan ROK-Intercon 
Sillech HF-6 
Sonic Link Blue/black 
Sonic Link Green 
Sonic Link Green Earth 
ChordCo Codac 
ChordCo Prodac 
Transparent Cable PDL 
Trichord Pulsewire 750 
Trichord Pulsewire IIOD 
Vampire Wire 01/1 
Van Den Hut Source HB 
van Den Hut Videolink 
Van Oen Hut AES-EBU 110 

Apertura Silver 
Art Yam Church M2000 
Art Yam Church 5000 
Audio Note AN-D 
Audio Note AN-B 
Audio Note AN-L 
Audio Note AN-SP 
Audio Note AN-SPx 
Audioquest Type 2 
Audioquest F-16 
Audioquest Type 6 
Audioquest Indigo 2 
Audioquest Crystal 
Audioquest Forest 
Audioquest Argent 
Audioquest Clear 3 
Bandridge LC7409 
Bandridge LC4110 
Bandridge LC3410 
Bandridge LC3210 
Bandridge LC3219 
Bandridge LC3220 
Bandridge LC3310 
Bandridge LC3240 
Cable Talk The Flat One 
Cable Talk Theatre 2 
Cable Talk Talk 3.1 
Cable Talk Overture 2.1 
Cable Talk Talk 3.1 Biwire 
Cable Talk Talk 4.1 
Cable Talk Concert 2.1 
Cable Talk Talk 4.1 Biwire 
Cable Talk Symphony 3 
Cable Talk Concert 2.1 Biwire 
Cardas Audio 3008-Microtwin SC 
Cardas Audio Quadlink-Five SC 
Cardas Audio Cross SC 
Cardas Audio Hexlink-Five SC 
Cardas Audio Hexlink Golden5 SC 
Cardas Audio Golden Cross SC 
DNM-Reson LSC 
ONM-Reson LSCB 
OPA Black Sixteen 
Electrocompaniet EC-K2 
Gale XLJ89 
Gale XL315 
Gale Xl!60-2 
Gamma Wonder line 
Goertz Ml 
Goertz M2 
Goertz Big Boy 
GT Audio Speaker 
lxos 607 
lxos 605 
lxos 606 
Kimber 4PR 

© 20.00 

© 50.00 
© 110.00 
© 145.00 
© 20.00 

25.00 

© 45.00 
© 145 00 

@ 10.00 
@ 60.00 
@ 150.00 

© 33 00 
@ 50.00 

© 199.00 

© 
© 
© 
© 
© 
© 
© 
© 
© 

@ 75.00 
@ 145.00 
@ 150.00 

30.00 
60.00 
65.00 

125.00 
130.00 

B2.50 
470.00 
795.00 

4.50 
16.50 
29.50 
50.00 

450.00 

© @ 

© 

3.50 
3.60 
7.50 

12.00 
18.00 
65.00 
95.00 

150.00 

© 
© 
© 
© 
© 
© 
© 
© 
© 
© 
© 
© 
© 
© 
© 
© 
© 
© 
© 
© 
© 
© 
© 
© 
© 
© 
© 
© 
© 

© 
© 
© 
© 
© 

4.00 
2B.OO 
40.00 
75.00 
75.00 
90.00 
95.00 

125.00 
2.00 
2.00 
2.25 
4.00 
5.00 
5.00 
7 00 
9.00 

13.00 
14.00 
35.00 
59.00 
99.00 

109.00 
175.00 
239.00 

6.95 
11.95 
00.00 
30.00 

1 .00 
2.00 
2 50 

60 00 
16.00 
32.00 
64 00 
50.00 

2.00 
3.00 
B.OO 
B.OO 

HI-FI CHOICE 



lilllblr 4VS @ 12.00 Beaz-Micro Reference MC 1,100 
·mbor 4TC @ 19.68 Beaz-Micro Reference Ruby MC 1,500 

llinlber arc @ 40.00 Beaz-Micro Ruby Open Air MC 1,600 
lillber 4AG @ 394.00 Clearaudio Aurum-Alpha MM 135 
lilllblr IAG @ 656.00 Cleareudio Aurum-Beta MM 195 
UT llltlmational SS 800 @ 21.00 Cleareudio Aurum·Beta!S MM 265 
UT lllllmational BIWIRE @ 27.00 Cleareudio Gamma-S MC 745 
UT International SS 1000 @ 42.50 Cleareudio Silflature MC 1,595 
Ueder Pad @ 460.00 Cleareudio Accurate MC 2,950 
Ueder Bel Ctnto @ 500.00 Cleareudio Insider MC 5,500 
Ueder Spoor @ 660.00 Denon DL304 MC 200 
Ueder Straat @ 1,080.00 Dynavector !OX4ll MC 189 
UederWe& @ 1,400.00 Dynavector 23RS MC 375 
1.111111211 @ 400 Dynavector 17D2 MC 450 
U11 K400 @ 10.00 Dynaveetor XX·1l MC 998 
UnaiBOO @ 15.00 Dynavector XX-I MC 998 
laMiey Silver 12/2 @ 35.00 Dynavector Tt·llaitora MC 1,698 
Ll•ley Silver 14/4 @ 40.00 Goldrin& Eroica LX MC 110 
llislioa Duet @ 1.90 Goldrin& Eroica MC 110 
Mission Quartet bi-wiro .. 3.90 Goldring 1042 MM 120 
Halm NACA 5 @ 5.50 Goldring Elite MC 220 

ordost Octava .. 3.00 Goldrin1 EJcet VX MC 495 
llenlost 4-Aat • 10.00 Grado Prtstip Silver MM 119 
lllnlosl Blue Heaven @ 50.00 Grado Prestige Gold MM 149 

Grado Sianature Junior MM 150 11or11ost Red Dawn @ 100.00 Audio Mole JOI 99 
Grado Sipature 8MZ MM 250 

Aiwa AD·W'IJ27 170 llonlost SPM @ 325.00 Audio Technica AT-91 13 
Gredo Silflature MCZ MM 375 Denon DRM-550 160 rtvfon SPKIOO @ 3.00 Audio Technica AT-95E 19 
Grado Sipature TLZ MM 650 

Denon DRW-580 200 OltDion SPK200 @ 5.00 Audio Ttchnica AT-llOE 24 
Grado Sipature XTZ MM 975 Denon DRS-640 200 rtofon SPUOO @ 8.00 Benz-Micro MC20EII MC 70 
Koetsu Red T MC 1,550 Goodmans Deha 801 130 Pncious Metals Silver l'r 32 @ 7.50 O.non Dl110 MC 70 
Koetsu Red K Sig MC 1,998 JYC TD-W2188K � 170 Pnciaas Metals Silver l'r 102 @ 10.00 Denon DL160 MC 90 
Koetsu Urushi MC 2,297 JYC TD-X3728K 170 Pnclaus Metals Silver l'r 34 @ 15.00 O.non Dll03 MC 100 
Koetsu Sipature MC 3,218 

JYC TD-R4728K � 200 
Pncious Metals Silver L'r 104 @ 20.00 Goidring Elan MM 19 

Koetsu Gold PR MC 5,498 JYC TO·W318BK � 200 Pncious Metals Silver L'r 106 @ 30.00 Goldrilll Elektra MM 29 
Unn K9 MM 125 leawood KX-W4080 � 160 Pncious Metals Silver L'r 108 @ 40.00 Goldri1111006 MM 59 
Unn IUyde MC 500 Kenwood KX-3080 160 Pumeaic OFC 7892 @ 1.20 Goidring 1012GX MM 79 
Unn Arlliw MC 1,000 

Kenwood KX-W6080 � 200 
Pu..-ic: OFC 7844 @ 1.65 Goidrin& 1022GX MM 99 

London Decca Maroon MM 259 Klnwood KX-5080S 200 resonic 7845 @ 1.95 Gredom+l MM 27 
London Decca Gold MM 299 lbrantz S0-555 � 200 resonic 7891 @ 2.85 Gredo ZCE+l MM 37 
London Decca Maroon Dp MM 339 Onkyo K 185 � 200 

Pu..-ic: OFC 7816 @ 3.75 Gredo ZF3E +I MM 48 
London Decca Gold Dp MM 379 Pioneer CT-S250 150 l'lonsonic OFC 7832 @ 3.75 Gredo Prtsti&e Black MM 49 
London Decca S Gold MM 399 Pioneer CT-W205R � 160 

Punsonic OFC 7812 @ 3.75 Gredo Prtstip Green MM 59 
London Decca S Gold Dp MM 479 Pi-r CT-W505R � 180 

Pu11Soa1c OFC 7834 @ 5.50 Grado Prtstip Blue MM 69 
London Decca Jubilee MM 999 Pioneer CT-S450S 200 Pu..-ic: OFC 7825 @ 6.95 Gredo ZFI+ MM 83 
lyra lydian MC 649 Sony TC-K£200 120 Plnsonic PSOCC 7801 @ 9.50 Gredo Prtstip Red MM 99 
Lyra Clavis Da Capo MC 995 Sony TC-WE405 � 150 

I'IIIWHIIic PSOCC 7802 @ 18.00 N'ham Tracer I MM 98 
N'ham Tracer 11 MM 310 SoRy TC·KE400S 180 l'llmonic PSOCC 7803 @ 27.00 Ortofon YMS2 MM 14 
ll'llam Tracer Ill MM 410 Sony TC-WE505 � 180 

Q£D Qudos Micro @ 1.25 Ortofoo OM SE MM 20 
N'ham Tracer IV MM 660 TEAC W-416 100 Qudos Bi-Wire @ 4.50 Ortvfon OM 10 MM 30 
Ortolon MC3 Turbo MC 130 TEAC V-610 100 EO Profile 8 @ 6.50 Ortofon 510 MM 38 
Ortofon MC!5 Super 11 MC 130 TEAC W-780R � 170 ED Profile 4x4 @ 9.00 Ortofon OM DJ MM 50 
Ortofon 540 MM 130 T£AC R-560 180 � 

Profile Silver 12 @ 15.00 
Ortolon 520 MM 65 

Ortofon MC25E MC 180 T£AC R-H500 � 200 
lllp REGA @ 2.00 Ortofoo OM 2G MM 70 

Ortofon MC25FL MC 250 Technics RS-BX501 170 � 

lllbon ROK-Speaker @ 6.00 Ortofon MC! Turbo MC 70 
Ortofoo MCIO Supreme MC 300 Technics RHR373 200 � 

Sllllcll LS2-45 @ 109.00 Ortofon Concorde DJ MM 80 
Ortofon SPU mono MC 350 l'lnlalla KX-390 150 

Sllllcll FT-12 Mkl @ 240.00 Ortolon OM 30 MM 90 
Ortofoo MC20 Supreme MC 425 'lamallaKX-W392 � 180 

Silllcll 1.$4-120 @ 549.00 Ortofon MCIO Super MC 100 
Ortofoo SPU Classic MC 450 200 ilvor Sounds 12 Gauge @ 15.00 Ortolon 530 MM 100 
Ortolon MC30 Supreme MC 525 Sliver Sounds 10 Gauce @ 35.00 Pickeri111TE-IS MM 20 
Ortofoo MC200011 MC 750 3·H 230 

Sihlr Sounds 8 Gaup @ 75.00 Pickeri111 YE-15 MM 25 
Ortofoll MC Rohmann MC 1,000 

Alwa A0-5950 3·H 300 
Sihlr Toot Silver-Sonic @ 10.00 PicketingH MM 25 

Ortofon MC3000 11 MC 1,100 Cerver TDR-1550 """"' 629 
Silver Tooe Silver-Sonic HC @ 15.00 Pickeri111 Yl5-DJ MM 28 

Ortofon MC5000 MC 1,500 Denon DRM·650S 230 Silver Tone Silver-Voice @ 55.00 Picketi111 Tl-E MM 35 
Orto!oo MC7500 MC 2,000 Denon DRM-740 3·H 270 

Sliver Tone Silver-Voice unra @ 85.00 Picketilll Tl-2E MM 45 
Pickerilll Tl-3003 MM 145 

Denon ORS-810 3·H 310 nlc Unk AST50 @ 1.95 Picketilll XVJ5-625E MM 50 
Pickering XLZ-4500 MM !50 H/K TD420 250 Solic Unk AST15 @ 3.00 Picketilll X¥15-150-DJ MM 50 
Pickering Tl-4004 MM 175 H/K TD450 ·H 350 

S..ic: Unk AST200 @ 5.95 Pickeri111 Tl-2-S MM 55 
Pickeri111 KSV-SOOOU MM 200 

!VC TD.Y562BK 3·H 220 Sollic: Unk AST200x2 Q 10.00 Picketilll XV15-757S MM 60 
Pickering XLZ-7500 MM 200 

JYC TD·Y662BK 3·H 270 nic Unk S300 @ 18.00 Picketilll XV15-625DJ MM 60 
Pickeri111 TLZ-7500-S MM 200 

JVC TO-W718BK � 300 Solic Unk S300x2 @ 35.00 Picketilll XV15·1800S MM 70 
Reson Mica MM 185 lbrantz S0-57 249 S..ic: Unk S900 @ 50.00 Pickeri111 TL3S MM 80 
Reson Reca MM 250 

NAD 613 230 Solic Unk S600x2 @ 70.00 Picketi111 XEY-3001E MM 95 
Reson Aciore MC 299 

MAD 614 270 Solic Unk RE3.1 • 90.00 Pickerilll XLZ-3500 MM 100 
Reson Etile MC 455 

MAO 616 � 300 S..ic Unk RE3.4 @ 330.00 Pickerilll Tl-4-S MM 100 
Roson Lexe MC 1,300 Onkyo TA 6210 230 T1c11 + Unk SPC 79 @ 1.20 Rer.a Bias MM 39 
Roksan Corus Black MM 130 Onkyo TARW 211 � 270 ordCo Myth re 5.95 RepRB78 MM 39 
Roksan Shiraz MC 970 Onkyo TARW 311 � 320 CbordCol.epnd @ 15.00 Rep Super Bias MM 59 
Stanton 890AIJX MM 118 Onkyo TA 6310 330 Jransparent Cable Musichord Spkr @ 11.00 Rega Elys MM 85 
Sumiko BPS MC 250 Onkyo KR &09 350 ransparent Cable The Wave @ 23.00 SIHHI SC35C MM 29 
Transfiguration Spirit MC 1,000 Onkyo KW606 � 370 TFIMplront Ctble Music wave Spkr @ 25.00 Sllare ME95ED MM 38 
Transfiguration Temper MC 1,950 Onkyo TARW 411 � 370 'lllnpire Wire SC-384 @ 11.00 Sllure M708X MM 38 
Van Den Hul MM· I MM 250 Onkyo K 611 460 Vlmpire Wire SC-554 @ 15.00 Stantoa 500AL 11 MM 34 
Van Den Hul MM-2 MM 300 

Pioneer CT-S5505 250 Vlmpire Wire ST·I • 30.00 Stanton SOOEL MM 37 
Van Den Hul DDT-11 MC 700 Pioneer CT-W806DR � 300 Vampire Wire SC-1108 @ 30.00 Stanton 680AL/X MM 56 
Van Den Hul MC-10 MC 800 Pioneer CT-58305 3·H 500 Wire ST-11 • 48.00 Stanton 680EIJ1( MM 70 
Van Den Hul MC-One MC 1,000 Pioneer CT-95 3·H 1,000 'lllnpire Wire ST-Ill .. 73.00 Samiko Oyster MM 30 
van Den Hul MC-ONE Super MC 1,150 

Sony TC-K£500S 3·H 230 Den Hul Snowline @ 5.00 Stnnlko Black l'loarl MM 50 
Van Den Hui MC-Two MC 1,350 Sony TC-WE805S � 250 Den Hul Skytrack HB @ 5.50 S.m1ko l'loarl MM 70 
Van Den Hul The Frog MC 1,700 

Sony TC-KE&OOS 3·H 300 n Den Hul Clearwater @ 7.00 Sumlko Blue Point MC 100 
van Den Hui Grasshopper IIISLA MC 2,200 Sony TC-KA6ES 3·H 550 VIII Den Hul Snowtrack @ 10.00 
Van Den Hul Grasshopper IIIGLN MC 3,000 TEAC W-850R � 250 n Den Hul CS122 HB @ 12.00 
Van Den Hul Grasshopper IIIGLA MC 3,000 rue H030 3·H 250 Den Hul Cleartrack @ 13.00 Audio Note 102 139 
Van Den Hul Grasshopper IIICMN MC 3,000 T£AC W-8000R � 450 V. Den Hul 0352 HB @ 20.00 Audio Nate Soara MC 795 
Yan Den Hul Grasshopper IIICHN MC 3,400 

rue v-6o3os 3·H 550 Den Hul Teatrack HB @ 22.00 Audio Note 10 I V MC 1,095 
Yan Den Hul Grasshopper IVGLA MC 3,450 

rue v.ao3os 3·H 650 Den Hul SCS12 @ 34.00 Audio Note 102Y MC 1,695 
Wilson Benesch Matrix MC 786 Technics RHR474 � 220 n O.n Hul Macnum HB @ 38.00 Audio Note lOUd MC 4,500 
Wilson Benesch Hybrid MC 1,068 

Technics RS-AZ6 3·H 230 an Den Hul The Wind H8 @ 40.00 Audio Technica AT-OC9 245 
Wilson Benesch Ctrbon MC 1,586 Technics RHR575 � 280 an Den Hul Revolution HB @ 76.00 Audio Technica ART-I MC 944 
Wilson Benesch Analoa MC 1,850 

Technics RS·AZ1 3·H 300 
Den Hul Revelation HB @ 120.00 Benz·Micro The Glider MC 650 

Yamaha KX-580SE 250 Den Hul Skyline HB @ 350.00 lllnz-Micro M090 MC 700 
'lamaha KX-W592 � 280 

... 
Den Hul The Third @ 1,000.00 Benz-Micro l040 MC 700 

Yamaha KX-690 3-H 400 0 Pro 625 @ 400 Benz-Micro H2GO MC 700 

HI-FI CHOICE DECEMBER 1997 113 



PRICE GUIDE 

Audiolnnov Alto l!il1D 399 Meridian 506 llil10 1,100 AMC CDM7VAC 100 

Aura CDIOO llil10 400 Meridian 508 l!il1D 1.685 Arcam Black Box 50 480 

Car1er SDA-400 l!il!D 199 Meridian 800 l!il!D 4,995 Arcam Black Box 500 750 

Car1er MV-5 � .. 469 Micromega Solo l!il!O 1,750 Audio Alchemy DAC Man 150 

Denon DCM-260 �· 300 Musical Fidelity FCD l!iltO 1,500 Audio Alchemy ODE vl.2 596 

Denon DCD-1015 llil10 350 Myryad MCD500 l!iltO 1.300 Audio Alchemy DDEv3.0 699 

H/K HD730 llil10 300 Nairn C02 1,000 Audio Note DACI 675 

Hilt Fl8300 � .. l!il!O 300 Nairn COS 3,940 Audio Note DAC2 1,099 

JVC XL-Z674BK l!iltO 300 Orelle CDIOOeV l!il10 1,149 Audio Note DAC3 1,750 

llonwood DP-R7080 §§• l!il!O 300 Pink Triangle litaural l!il1D 1,099 Audio Research DAC5 1,148 

llonwood DP-9090 lliJIO 300 Primare 302 l!il10 1,800 Audio Research DAC5 1,335 

Kenwood OP-7090 l!il!O 400 Roksan Attessa-DP3P llil10 1,495 Audio Research DAC3 4,195 

Marantz CD-67 l!il1D 270 Sherwood CD! l!iltO 1,100 Audio Research DAC3 4,555 

Marantz CD-67SE l!il1D 350 Sonic Frontiers SFCD-1 l!iltO 3,495 Audio Synthesis DAX-2 1.195 

Marantz CC-870 �· l!il1D 400 TEAC VRDS-25 l!il1D 1,300 Audiolab SOOODAC 900 

Marantz CD-6311KI l!iltO 500 XTC COP-I l!iltD 1,150 Audiomeca Elixir 799 

Micromega Minium l!iltD 400 Audiomeca Ambrosia 1.850 

Musical Fidelity EGO llil10 300 Boulder 2020 15,000 

Musical Fidelity A2 llil10 500 Cambridge Dacmagic 2 Mk 11 !50 

NAD 513 § .. 290 Chord DSCllOO 2,575 

HAD 515 § .. l!il1D 350 Chord DSCISOO 3,850 

NAD 514 l!iltD 370 Conrad-Johnson D/A-3 1,195 

NAD 517 §• 400 Conrad-Johnson D/A-2b 1,990 

Onkyo DX 7210 l!il10 160 Denon DCD-425 !50 

Dnkyo C721 l!iltO 290 DPA Littte Bit 3 315 

Aiwa XC-300 150 
Onkyo DXC 320 �· 380 DPA Renaissance DAC 570 

AMC CD9 120 
Onkyo DX 7510 l!iltO 400 DPA Enlightenment DAC 825 

AMC COB l!il1D 150 
Onkyo CM 716 � .. 450 DPA SX128 2,000 

AMC CD& l!il1D 150 
Pioneer PD-S705 l!il!O 300 DPA SX256 4,000 

AMC CDM7 l!iltO 150 
Pioneer PD-FSOS �· 330 DPA SX512 8,000 

Cambridge CD4 llil10 !50 
Pioneer PD-F905 �· 400 Jadis JS3 1,119 

Cambridge CD4SE ffil1D 200 
Pioneer PD-S904 l!il1D 400 Jadis JSI 8,068 

Cambridge COS l!il1D 250 
Pioneer PD-S505 Precision ffi]tO 460 lFD DAC2 1,950 

Denon DCD-625 l!il10 200 
Rote! RCD-965BX l!il1D 300 lFD DAC3 3,000 

Denon DCD-715 l!il10 135 
Rote! RCD-970BX l!il10 375 linn Numerik 1,500 

Denon DC0-825 l!il1D 240 
Sony CDP-XE900E 300 Mark levinson 36 3,995 

Eclipse CD30 50 
Sony CDP-CX200 � .. 380 Mark levinson 35 7,995 

Eclipse CD50 60 
Sony XA20 ES l!iltO 449 Mark levinson 30.5 15.950 

Eclipse CDIOI 80 
Sony CD-WOES l!iltO 450 Meracus Auriga 1.195 

H/K HD710 l!ilto 100 
Sony CDP-X3000ES ffi]!O 500 l!il10 Meracus Flagrare 1,495 

NC Xl-Vl20BK llO 
TEAC CD-5 350 Audio Alchemy DOS Ill l!il1D 700 Meridian 566 1,095 

JVC Xl-Vl84BK 110 
Technics Sl-MC400 �· 350 Audio Alchemy DOS Pro l!iltD 1,550 Micromega DAC 2 750 

JVC Xl-V284BK ffillo 140 
Yamaha CDX-890 350 Audio Research CDTI l!ilto 3,290 Micromega Dialog 1,000 

JVC Xl-Fl16BK � .. 180 
Audio Synthesis Transcend ffi]tO 1,395 Monrio 1882 795 

JVC Xl-F216BK §• 100 
Acurus ACDll l!il1D 899 Audiolab 8000CDM llil10 1,400 Muse Model 2 1,190 

JVC Xl-Z574BK 250 
Alchemist Nexus llillo 597 Audiomeca Damnation ffi]tO 999 Muse Model 2 Plus 2,500 

Kenwood DP-1080 110 
Arcam Alpha 8 l!il1D 520 Audiomeca Damnation SE l!il1D 1,100 Musical Fidelity X-ACT 200 

Kenwood DP-2080 130 
Audiolab 8000CD l!ilto 1,000 Audiomeca Kreatura SE llil10 1,400 Musical Fidelity X-DAC 300 

Kenwood DP-R3090 �· 140 
AVI S2000MC2 l!il!O 895 Audiomeca Mephisto llil10 1,350 Onkyo OX 7310 330 

llonwood DP-R4090 �· 160 
Creek CD42 l!il!O 599 Cambridge Discmagic One llillo 300 PS Audio DL3 777 

Kenwood DP-3080 170 
Denon DCD-3000 l!iltO 1,000 Conrad-Johnson DR-1 l!il10 1,795 PS Audio Sl3 1,449 

llonwood DP-R6090 § .. 200 
DPA Renaissance int CO l!il!O 950 DPA Enlightenment Drv l!iltO 725 PS Audio Ultra link 2 HDCD 2,590 

llonwood DP-4090 230 
Fase Evoluzione laserdrive 1.0 l!il10 995 Jadis JD3 l!iltO 4,850 PS Audio Rei link 4,550 

Marantz CD-46 150 
Helios Model 3 l!il!O 650 Jadis JD2 l!il10 4,990 Roksan Attessa-DA2 595 

Marantz CC-38 200 
Helios Model 2 ffi]!O 950 Jadis JDI ffi]10 12,500 Sonic Frontiers SFD-1 Mk 2 2,495 

Marantz CD-48 l!il10 200 
Heybrook Signature 11 ffi]10 989 Krell KPS-20t ffi]10 8,490 Sonic Frontiers SFD-2 Mk 2 5,295 

Marantz CD-57 l!ilto 130 
Linn Mimik l!il10 875 linn Karik l!iltO 1,850 Sumo Theorem 11 945 

Marantz CD-6711 l!ilto 150 
Marantz CD-17 lliJtO 800 Mark levinson 37 lliJIO 3,995 Sumo Theorem IlB 1,155 

Marantz CC-47 �· l!ilto 150 
Micromega Stage 4 l!il!O 600 Mark levinson 31.5 lliJIO 9,195 TEAC D-Tl 500 

HAD 510 l!il10 200 
Micromega Stage 5 lliJIO 750 Meracus Imago lliJIO 3.995 TEAC D-700 600 

NAD 512 l!il10 250 
Micromega Stage 6 l!il!O 950 Meridian 500 l!iltO 1,245 Theta Digital Chroma Std 849 

Philips CD711 120 
Mission dAD3 llil!O 598 Micromega Drive 3 lliJIO 750 Theta Digital Pro Geny 1,145 

Philips CD721 130 
Mission dAD3Q 898 Micromega Data l!iltO 2,250 Theta Digital Pro Prime 11 1,800 

Philips CD751 lliJtO 150 
Monrio Privilege lliJIO 995 Monrio Bitmatch l!il1D 950 Theta Digital Pro Basic Ill 1,990 

Philips CDC751 �· 180 
Myryad MC!OO l!il!O 700 Muse Model S lliJID 1,800 Theta Digital Gen V SE 4,300 

Pioneer PD-104 130 
Nairn CD3 1,000 Orelle CDIOOeTI lliJtO 699 Theta Digital Casablanca lS 5,910 

Pioneer PD-204 150 
Orelle CDIOOeA lliJIO 649 Orelle CDIOOeT2 llil10 799 Thorens TDA-2000 700 

Pioneer PD-M603 �· 200 
Orelle CD-IOOeSA l!iltO 999 Pink Triangle Cardinal 11 l!il!O 875 Trichord Pulsar Ser One 1,395 

Pioneer PD-SSOS l!il10 200 
Pink Triangle Numeral l!il10 999 PS Audio lambda TR l!il10 1,250 Tube Tech Fulcrum 1,400 

Pioneer PD-F605 �· 230 
Quad 77 Bus 700 PS Audio lambda AT&T l!iltO 1,778 Wadia 12 1,530 

Pioneer PD-F25 �· 230 
Quad 77 Mains 900 Roksan Atlessa-DP3 l!il10 1,295 Wadia 15 3,790 

Rotel RCD-930AX 180 
Roksan Caspian lliJIO 895 Sonic Frontiers SFT-1 lliJIO 2,295 Wadia 64.4 4,750 

Sherwood CD-4030R 180 
TEAC VRDS-7 l!il!O 599 TEAC VRDS-Tl l!il10 550 Wadia 16 7,395 

Sony CDP-M205 110 
TEAC VRDS-9 l!iltO 700 TEAC P-30 l!il10 2,500 9,995 

Sony CDP-XE210 120 
TEAC VRDS-IOSE ffi]IO 850 Theta Digital Data Basic 11 l!iltO 2,397 12,790 

Sony CDP-M305 130 
Technics Sl-P2000 l!iltO 1,000 Theta Digital Data Ill NTSC/PAl l!il10 5,455 1,499 

Sony CDP-XE310 140 
Thule CDIOO ffi]IO 849 Thorens TC0-2000 l!il10 999 

Sony CDP-CE105 §• !50 
Trichord Genesis ffi]IO 549 Trichord Digital Turntable l!iltO 699 

Sony CDP-XE510 180 
Trichord Digital Jukebox 25 §��> l!iltO 599 Tube Tech Fulcrum l!il10 1,000 

Sony COP-CEllS �· 200 
Trichord Digital Jukebox 50 §• lliJIO 649 Wadia 8 l!il10 3,195 

Sony CDP-C325M �· 200 
Trichord Digital J'box 100 �· lliJIO 699 Wadia 20 lliJIO 4,370 

TEAC CD-PIBOO 130 
Trichord Revelation 799 

TEAC CD-P3450SE 200 

TEAC PD-HSOO ffi]tO 240 
Alchemist Forseti ffi]10 1,950 

TEAC PD-D2200 §;. 250 
Audio Alchemy ACD Pro ffi]10 1.395 

Technics Sl-PG380A 100 
Audio Research CD! l!il10 3,290 

Technics Sl-PG480A 130 
Audio Research C02 l!il10 4,100 

Technics Sl-PG580A 150 
Audiomeca Talisman lliJIO 2,150 

Technics Sl-PD687 �· 160 
Audiomeca Talisman SE llil10 2,300 

Technics Sl-PD887 §• 180 
AVI S2000MC l!il!O 1,399 

Technics Sl-PS670D l!iltO 200 
Cary CD-301 l!il!O 1,495 

Technics Sl-PS770D l!il10 250 
Copland CD277 l!iltO 1,800 

Yamaha CDX-390 130 
Copland CDA288 l!iltO 2,199 

Yamaha CDC-565 S• 170 
Helios Model 1 l!il10 1,250 

Yamaha CDX-490 170 
Helios Stargate l!il10 2,250 

Yamaha CDC-665 §• l!il10 220 
Krell KPS30i ffi]10 5,490 

Yamaha CDX-590 110 230 
Krell KPS-20i ffi]1D 9,990 
Marantz CD-17KI l!ilto 1,300 

Aiwa DX-CIOOM 500 
Marantz CD-23 l!iltD 4,000 

Arcam Alpha 7 ffi]tO 320 
Mark levinson 39 lliJtD 5,995 

Arcam Alpha MCD § .. ffi]10 450 
Meracus Tanto lliJIO 1,395 AMC CDM7DAC 100 MD 500 

Audio Alchemy ACD 11 l!iltO 490 
Maracus Imago Player l!iltO 4,495 AMC DACB 130 MD 500 
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D�non AH-0550 0 � 80 Atacama 8025 60 

Denon All-0650 0 � 95 Atacama SE16 65 

Oonon All-0150 0 � 130 Atacama SE12 65 

Denon All-0950 0 � 150 Atacama SX500 67 

Grado SR40 0 "' 45 Atacama F2 70 

Grado SR60 0 "' 79 Alacama Fl 70 

Grado SRBO 0 "' 100 ltlcama SX600 70 

Grado SR125 0 "' 150 Atacama SL200 70 

Gr�do SR225 0 "' 200 t�cama SE24 70 

Grado SR325 0 "' 300 ltlcama SE211 70 

Grado RSl 0 "' 695 Atacama SX100 73 

Jec�l in Float Model ! 0 "' 79 Atacama SL300 73 

:Jecklin float Model 2 0 "' 99 ltlcama TP600 75 

teck lin Float ELS E "' 399 Atacama TP500 75 

JYC HA-0721 0 � 43 Atacama SE615 75 

VC HA-0910 0 "" 65 Atacama SE515 75 

JVC HA-01000 0 � 250 Alacama SE4!5 75 

JVC HA-F25 0 � 699 Alacama SL400 76 

Precide Erao Model ! 0 "' 120 Atacama SEIOOOS 80 

Precide Irgo Model 2 0 "' 140 VfTower 40 

Sennheiser H0445 0 "' 45 8CD Model lOJO 495 

Sennheiser IS 380 0 � 55 Cllonl CEL 01 387 

Sennheiser HD455 0 "' 55 Credo STO OOJ 284 

Sennheisor H0465 0 "' 65 CIISiom Desir,n CD 500 35 

Sennheisor H0415 0 "' 80 CIISiom Desir,n AS 130 35 

Sennhelsor H025 SP 0 � 90 Cllstom Desir,n Tri lOO 50 

Sennheisor H0535 0 "' 105 ea- Desir.n RS 200 50 

Sennheisor 15450 0 "' 120 CIISiom Desir.n R!S300 70 

Sennheisor HOS45 Rei 0 "' 125 Cllstom Desi&n Tri 300 85 

Sennheiser H025011 0 � 150 Custom Dosi&ll SCS 24 85 

Sennheisor HOC 451-1 0 "' 150 Clstom Desilfl c 20 109 

Sennheiser HD565 Ovarn 0 "' 150 Costom Desir,n HI 275 

Sennheisor HD265 Linear 0 � 150 D.eadrock 903 60 

Sennheiser H025-13 0 � 160 Deed111Ck 902 60 

Sennheisor HD25 0 lill 160 Deed111Ck 901 60 

Sennheisor HO 580 P'cision 0 "' 200 llyoaudio Trophy 120 

Sennheiser HD600 0 "' 250 Dyuudio Master 200 

Sennheiser Lucas � 280 llyoaudio Ultima 290 

Sennheisor 15850 0 "' 859 Hlllleth HL-Stands 249 

�ennheiser HE60/HEV70 E "' 998 lleyllrook Stand-ULT 55 

Sennheiser Orpheus E "' Heyllfook Stand-56 59 

Meridian COR 4,500 Kenwood KPM-410 0 � Sonr MDR-IF50K 0 "' ...,.....k Stand-54 59 

Onkyo MD 122 MD 700 KLH KHP201TW 0 lill Sonr MOR-IFJ20K 0 lill Htybrook Stand-SI 119 

Pioneer 0-05 DAT 900 KLH KHP-300V 0 � Sonr MOR-C0470 0 � JPWMS2 45 

Pioneer PDR-05 1,300 KLH KHP-420V 0 "' Sonr MOR-E888 0 "' JPWMS3 55 

Pioneer 0-CBB DAT $ 2,000 Maxell HP-1000 0 lill Sonr MOR-IF!25RK 0 lill JPWMSl 80 

Sharp MD-RIE MD 300 Maull HP-2000 0 lill Sonr MDR-CD510 0 � JPWHSl 120 

Sharp MD-MS200H MD $ 350 Maxell HP-3000 0 "' Sonr MOR-IF420RK 0 � JPW H$2 120 

Sharp MDXV300H MD 1,000 Pioneer SE-A40 0 lill So!lY MOR-CD110 0 !to Kudos Audio Arrow 50 

Sony MZ-E20 MD a 180 Pioneer SE -A20V 0 "' Sonr MDR-011 0 la Kudos Audio S-50 100 

Sony MDS-JE510 MD 250 Pioneer SE-M250 0 lill Sonr MDR-NC20 0 lill Ku!(os Audio S-100 270 

Sony MZ-E30 MD � 280 Pioneer SE -M350 0 lill Sonr MOR-NC!O 0 "' Mission Micrometer 70 

Sony MOS-S38 MD 300 Sennheiser H056 0 "' Sonr MDR-IF520RK 0 lill Mission Entasis 98 

Sony MZ-R30 MD � 300 Sennheiser H0433 0 "' Sony MDR-CDJ100 D lill 0peno Sl 345 

Sony MDS-JAJOES MD 699 Sennheiser H0435 Vegas 0 "' S1al SR-0001 E "' �CP-1 50 

TEAC MD-H500 MD 650 Sennheiser H0435 Manhattan 0 "' Star SR-Lambda Nova C E "' Plo-CP-8 80 

TEAC MD-10 MD 950 Sennheiser HD60TV 0 "' Stax Lambda Nova Basic E "' Projekt Sir,nature 80 

Sony MOR-W20G 0 "' Star SR-Lambda Nova S E "' Rev�lver RSl 70 

Sony MDR-E83l 0 "' SlalOmep E "' """' lloyd 99 

Sony MOR-P70 0 � S1al SR-Dmep Rei E "' SO Acoustics SO Aluandra 369 

Sony MDR-ED238 0 "' Technics RP-HT400 0 lill Silvondo SiiYerado I Stand 350 

Sony MDR-009TV 0 "' Technics RP-HT600 0 � Selws Faber lronwood 475 

Sony MOR-A34L 0 "' .J.echn ics RP-HT100 0 � Sentls Faber Stonewood 497 

Sony MDR-E848 0 "' VlvancoiR5100 0 � Seulld Ore l037 55 

Sony MOR-PITV 0 lill Vivanco IRSOOO 0 "' Sound Orc Z021 55 

Sony MDR-C0270 0 � V"IVIIICO SR850 0 � SGud Drc Z026 55 

Sony MOR-E868 0 "' Vivanco SR650 0 "' Sound Drc Z524 65 

Sony MDR-CD370 0 lill "'ivanco SR150 0 "' Sound Orc Z518 65 

Sony MOR-011 0 � V"IVIIICO IR&OOO 0 "' Sollndstyle X6l 18 100 

Technics RP-HT280 0 Vlvanco SR909 0 "' Seundstyle X6124 100 

Technics RP-HT300 0 Vlvanco IR&SOO 0 "' Soandstyle X020 105 

Vivanco SR250 0 V"IVInco SRIOOO!FL 0 "' Stallds Unique Speaker support 159 

Vivanco SRJ50 0 Vivanco IR1JOO 0 "' �lands Unique Tuned Spkr Suppo 220 

Vivanco SR200 0 V"IVIIICO IR7600 0 "' Stallds Unique Tuned Carbon Fibre . . 299 

Vivanco SR300 Vivanco SR2001FL 0 "' tands Unique Vivas CF Spkr Supp ,349 

TargetTRSO 68 

AKG K:Wl 0 "' Target RI 280 

AKG K2221R 0 lill 
AKG K401 0 "' 
AKG K501 0 "' Alpflaso• SM11 � 49 

AKG K3331R 0 � 
Alphoson GSM11 � 75 

AKG K4441R 0 � 
AlploasoA VSMJ1 � 85 

AKG K290S 0 � 
.. son RlT/11 ;E 120 

AKG KJOOO 0 "' Alpflason GR 11/11 � 150 

Audio Technica ATH910PRO 0 lil 
AlploasoA V1U 1/11 � 190 

Beyer OT311 0 "' Alldiophile Base 01 � 79 

Beyer OT411 0 "' Alldiophile S4T!20 � 280 

Aiwa HP-X301 lill 20 Beyer DT33! 0 "' Audiophile Furniture Base � 480 

Aiwa HP-VX303 lill 25 Beyer DT43! 0 "' Aldioploile S4T!20P � 560 

Aiwa HP-X705 lill 40 Beyer IRH890 0 "' 8CD Model 1006/8 � 795 

AKG Rox lill 30 Beyer DT511 0 "' ICD Modet 1000 ;E 1,250 

Audio Technica ATH-P1 "' 10 Bayer DT531 0 '" Custom Desi&n CD-I � 70 

Audio Technica ATH-P3 "' 15 Beyer DT170 Pro 0 "' Cllstom Desi&n WMB � 100 

Audio Technica ATH-P5 "' 20 Beyer DT!OO 0 '" 
Custom Desi&n G5 ;E 160 

Beyer DTIJI Beta lill 20 Beyer OTBOJ 0 "' 49 Custom Desilfl CD-3 � 200 

Beyer OT!Jl Gamma lill 25 Beyer DT990 Pro 0 "' 84 Custom Desi&n Aspect 650 � 230 

Beyer DT21l lill 34 Beyer OT8ll "' 125 Custom Desi&n Aspect 850 � 250 

JVC HA-COBS "' 18 Beyer IRS890 0 "' 80 Cllstom Desilf! Aspect 500AV � 270 

JVC HA-0525 lill 20 Beyer OT90! 0 "' 299 Deed111Ck 701 � 60 

JVC HA-F65 lill 20 Beyer DT911 0 "' 299 Deed111Ck 882 � 90 

JVC HA-0626 lill 25 Denon AH-0210 0 IQI Atacama B02! 55 Deed111Ck 703 � 130 

Kenwood KPM-310 ·� 18 Denon AH-0350 0 lill 
Alacama 8011 55 Deed111Ck 704 � 190 ... 
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.. Deadrock 705 '.E 230 Soundstyle Finewoods W105 Allison Micro Monitors B e 95 W'dalt Diamond 7.1 e 100 

Fi-Rax R4 '.E 399 Stands Unique Isolation Platform Allison Mini References B. e 120 W'dalt Valdus 200 B e 110 

Framowor1<s Hl75 '.E 130 Stands Unique Sound Support Celtstion 12i R e 119 W'dalt Modus Micro 110 

Frameworks FS1 '.E !50 Stands Unique Sound Tower Denon SC-112 � 80 

Framowor1<s FT2 '.E 285 Stands Unique Compact Sound Supp Gale Mini Monitors R 70 Acoustic Eneru AElOO e 200 

Framowort<s FT3 '.E 350 Stands Unique Sound Support 10 Genma GX300 R 80 Allison Model 4A e 170 

Framowort<s H700 '.E 355 Stands Unique Sound Twr Cabinet Genma GX330 � 80 B&W DM302 e 150 

Framowor1<s H900 '.E 389 Stands Unique Ref Wall Support GU Arena HF � 99 8&W CWM5 e 170 

Framewort<s H500/Hl75 '.E 404 Stands Unique Ultimate Tower Good mans Active 7 5 � 65 B&W DM601 e 199 

lltybrook Stand-Signtaure '.E 249 Stands Unique Uhimate Tower lnteraudio XllOOO B. 130 lose 101 � e 190 

Impulse !so-plate '.E 190 Stands Unique Ref Floor Support Jamo Studio-SO R 70 lose 141 B e 200 

JPW 3 Tier '.E 80 System Tripod Z053 Jamo SAT-90 ::!l 90 Boston CR6 B e 149 

JPW 5 Tier '.E 100 System Tripod Z050 Jamo Comet 25 R 100 Boston 325 ::!l e 149 

ludos Audio Corinthian '.E 600 System Tripod Z058 Jamo D-110 � e 100 Boston Micro 80 Sat B e 169 

linn K3000 '.E 85 Ta11et 85 Jamo SAT-170 B e 110 Boston Runabout B e 169 

Mana Sound Frame '.E 125 Townshend Seismic Sink I-CD Jamo Studio-110 R e 110 Boston 335 ::!l e 179 

Mana Mini Table '.E !50 Townshend Seismic Sink 1-30 Jamo Cornet 35 � e 120 Boston 351 ::!l e 189 

llana Power supply table '.E 150 Townshend S/Sink Stand 1-4 Jamo Artina B. e 120 Boston CR7 E. e 199 

llona Reference flat top '.E 150 Townshend Seismic Sink 3-4 Jamo D-115 B. e 120 Boston Runabout 11 i e 200 

Mana Sound Shelf '.E 175 Wilson Benesch Asside Jamo 28 � e 125 Celtstien 15i i e 199 

lllna Sound Base '.E 175 Wilson Benesch Triptych JBL TLXlll R e 120 Cerwin-Voga CT-165 ±I e 200 

llana Sound Stage '.E 200 JPW Mini Monitor � e 60 llenon SC-E313 i e 160 

llana Sound Table '.E 235 JPW Gold Monitor B. e 80 Gale 2i8 g e 140 

lllna Rei Shell '.E 325 JPWIW51 ::!l e 80 Gale 4i ±I e 140 

Mana Reference Table 3§ 350 JPW ML210 B. e 80 Gale 3s .e. e 150 

llana 2 Tier Amp stand '.E 375 JPW ML310 R e 90 GotleDa GX650 ±I e 140 

lllna 3 Tier Amp Stand 3§ 450 JPW ML410 .e e 100 GLLArena SW i e 139 

lllna 4 Tier Amp Stand '.E 500 JPWIW6! ::!l e 100 GU tmqio tClOO i e 170 

Mana 5 Tier Amp Stand 3§ 600 JPWtWBl ::!l e 130 Heybrook Prima a e 139 

lllna 6 Tier Amp Stand '.E 700 JVC SX-SCIVBK R e 60 lnflnity Sll65 E. e 150 

Mission Hark '.E 298 JVC SP-V50 � e 80 Infinity Reference li � e 150 

Optimum G2 '.E 55 JVC SP-X220TBK ±I e 100 lnflnity Reference 11i .e. e 200 

Optimum Gl/Podestal '.E 85 JVC SP-X550BK ±I e 130 fnteraudio XL2000 i e 200 

Optimum G4/Pedestal '.E 130 KEF Cod a 7 R e 129 Jamo 38 i e 150 

Optimum OPT 3406 '.E 149 Kenwood LS-90UK B. e 130 Jamo 525 ::!l e 150 

Optimum G5/Pedestal '.E !50 B. e 130 Jamo 560 ::!l e 170 

Optimum OPT 4906 '.E 199 B. e 100 Jamo 660 ::!l e 170 

Optimum OPT 6606 3§ 199 B. e 100 Jamo Comet 65 ±I e 170 

Optimum OPT 340 '.E 249 B. e lOO Jamo Studio 180 ±I e 180 

Optimum OPT 490 3§ 299 � e 120 JamoD165 ±I e 200 

Optimum OPT 440 '.E 299 ::!l e 100 Jamo 68 !! e 200 

Optimum OPT 10206 '.E 299 � e 56 JBL TLX121 i e 150 

Optimum AY 300 '.E 299 B. e lOO JPW ML510 B. e 140 

Optimum OPT 660 3§ 349 Revolver Beretta B. e 100 JPWML&IO i e 170 

Optimum OPT 610 '.E 399 R Alien Minelle 2 R e 129 JPW SS551 .!! e 200 

Optimum OPT 1020 3§ 399 Solid HCM2 R e 130 llfF Coda 8 l! e 189 

Optimum OPT 700 '.E 450 Sony SS-86E � e 100 llfFQ15 .e. e 199 

Optimum OPT 1190 3§ 450 Tangent Monitor 3 E e 60 ID Model &OS .e. e 199 

Projekt A3 '.E 145 Tangent Monitor 5 R e 80 Kenwood LS-200G B. e 200 

Projokt A4 '.E 190 Tangent Mon�or 7 B. e 100 Wlllodel 21 B. e 155 

Projokt 83 '.E 255 Tannoy Mercury M! E e 120 Wlllodel ll B. e 155 

Projokt A& '.E 280 TDL Nucleus 1 B e 60 Wl Model 31 B. e 185 

Projekt B3i 3§ 300 TDLNFM I g e 120 Mission 73li Pro R e 140 

Projokt AS '.E 320 TEAC LS-XB Mk 11 R e 80 Mission 732i .a e 200 

Projokt 84 '.E 340 Technics S8-CS55 � e 80 Mordaunt-Short MS!Oi .1! e 140 

Prvjekt B Mu�i 3§ 345 Technics SB-CS75 � e 100 Mordaunt-Short VS-200 i e 150 

Projekt B3ii '.E 345 Yisonik 5202 � e 129 Mordaunt-Short MS20i Poa� i e 200 

Projokt C3 3§ 375 � e 80 Monlaunt-Sbort YS-300 ±I e 200 

Projokt DJ 3§ 420 

Projokt C3i 3§ 420 

Projokt 85 '.E 425 

Projekt C3iii '.E 465 

Prvjekt C3ii '.E 465 

Projokt D3i '.E 500 

Projokt C4 '.E 500 

Projokt C3iv '.E 510 

Prvjekt D3ii 3§ 545 

Projekt C Mu�i 3§ 555 

Projokt D4 3§ 560 

Quadraspire D4 mini shelf '.E 60 

Quadraspire Q4 shell 3§ 60 

Quadraspire Cabinet shelf '.E 80 

Quadraspire AY shell '.E 120 

Quadraspire Q4 mini table '.E 200 

Quadraspire G4 table '.E 200 

Quadraspire AY table '.E 300 

Quadraspire Cabinet 3§ 400 

Roson DOllOPS '.E 195 

Roson DOMOWS '.E 195 

Sound 011 Z022 '.E 65 

Sound 011 Z021 '.E 78 

Sound 011 Z030 3§ 100 

Sound 011 Z060 3§ 120 

Sound 011 Z038 '.E 135 

Sound 011 Z54ll '.E 140 

Sound 011 Z545 3§ 140 

Sound 011 Z560 3§ 160 

Sound 011 Z530 3§ l70 

Soundstyle X300 '.E 180 

Soundstyie X305 '.E 210 

Soundstyle X053 '.E 210 

Soundstyle X050 3§ 210 

Soundstyle X6300 '.E 215 

Soundstyle XIOO '.E 220 

Soundstyie X058 '.E 240 

Soundstyie X310 '.E 250 

Soundstyle XI05 '.E 250 

Soundstyle X6053 '.E 255 

Soundstyie X6100 '.E 265 

Soundstyle X6310 '.E 275 

Soundstyle X6058 3§ 290 

Soundstyle X6105 3§ 300 
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Mordaunt-Short MS20i £ !;l 200 JBL LX2 E !;l 250 Bandor Pictures :!1 !;l 352 MHT Model l.S l! e 450 

Pioneer CS-S030 E. !;l 170 JBL TLXISI E. e 300 Blue Room Mini Pod E e 400 Opera Ouotto l! e 395 

Polk M2 :!1 !;l 180 JPW ML710 !J e 230 Bose 301 l! e 380 Ori&in live OL-IAS E. e 399 

Polk RT3 £ !;l 200 JPW ML810 !J e 260 Boso 171 £ e 386 Ori&in Live Monarch l! e 399 

Polk AB610 :!1 !;l 200 JPW ML910 !J e 300 Boso A' mass AM3 li l! e 500 Pentachord A g e 469 

QLN Qubiclll E !;l 200 JYC SX-SWIO e 300 Boston Micro 90 Sat E e 369 Pionoor S-LC2 !J e 450 

Rega Kyte £ !;l 198 KEF Coda 9 !J !;l 299 Boston Micro 80 Sys !J e 369 Polk AB70S :!1 e 330 

Revolver Colt £ !;l 139 KEF Model 70S !;l 299 Boston YR20 !J e 380 Polk RTB !J e 400 

Revolver The 230 E e J69 KLH 83A B. !;l 205 Castle Tay E e 329 Polk RTIO !J e 500 

Revolver Purdey Mkli E. !;l 199 KLH 183A !J !;l 265 Castle Eden E. e 449 Polk AB80S :!1 e 500 

R Alien Minette 3 !J e !59 KLH Soundbites System :!1 e 276 Celestion 25i !J e 399 Prof Monitor Co TB IS B e 366 

R Alien Oim'n S/1 Compact E. !;l 179 KLH Model 81 !;l 280 Celestion 30i !J e 449 Prof Mon�or Co TB ISM E. e 403 

R Alien RAG £ e 199 KLH Model 41 !;l 290 Celestion 3Si !J e 499 Prof Monitor Co TBI E e 410 

Rogers GSI E. !;l 179 M-A Monitor I E. !;l 250 Cerwin-Vega YS-10 !J e 350 Prof Monitor Co TB IM E. e 447 

Sequence 200 :!1 e 199 M-A Monitor 2 E. e 300 Clements 300si E. e 395 Prol Mon�or Co XBI B !;l 499 

Solid Monitor E. !;l 200 Mordaunt-Short MS30i E. e 275 Dali 104B !J e 370 Promenade SP2 E. e 399 

Sony SS-126EB E. !;l !50 Mordaunt-Short MSIOi Classic E. e 280 Dali Royal !J e 500 Promenade SP3 !J !;l 499 

Sony SS-176E !J !;l 200 Mordaunt-Short MS2Si !J e 300 Del Tech Celsius E e 395 QLN Qubic 222 !J e 400 

Tangent Monitor 9 !J e !50 M us Tec Kestrel SE !J e 300 Epos ESI2 3 e 499 Rega ELA !J e 498 

Tangent Monitor 11 !J !;l 180 NAD 802 B. e 280 Faraday SG .!. e 345 Revolver The 260 !J e 350 

Tannoy Mercury M2 E. !;l 140 NHT SuporZero £ e 238 Faraday Siren £ e 445 R Alien Dimension Five 3 !J !;l 349 

Tannoy Profile 631 E. !;l 149 Pioneer CS-7030 B. !;l 230 Gll lmagio IC120 !J e 420 R Alien Dimension Five 4 !J e 429 

Tannoy Profile 631SE £ !;l 169 Pionoor CS-9030 !J e 280 Heybrook Heylios E. e 389 Rogers GSS !J e 379 

Tannoy Profile Plus 632 E. e 199 Pioneer S-LCI B e 300 Heybrook Heylo !J e 439 Rogers GS6 !J !;l 429 

TDL RTL I B. !;l 200 Polk AB505 :!1 e 220 Infinity SMI05 B e 350 RogorsGS8 !J !;l 479 

Technics SB-CS9S £ !;l !50 Polk M3 1i :!1 e 220 lnfin� SM115 !J e 400 Rogors C6/20 .!. e 499 

Technics SB-M20 E. e 200 Polk RT5 :!1 e 250 lnfin� SMI2S !J e 500 Royd The Squire !J e 350 

Yisonik 6003 !;l 143 Polk RTJ E. e 300 Jamo Classic 6 !J e 330 Royd Minstrel SE !J e 399 

Yisonik 5001 B. !;l 170 Polk MS :!1 e 300 Jamo Cornet 75 !J e 330 Royd Doublet !J e 450 

W'dale Diamond 7.2 E. e 140 Promenade SPI E. e 299 lamo BX-IOOA !J e 350 Ruar111con R e 359 

W'dale Yaldus 300 £ !;l !50 QLN Qubic 122 £ !;l 270 Jamo 98 !J e 350 Sequence 400 :!1 e 329 

W'dale Modus Music Two £ !;l 200 Rega El8 !J e 298 Jamo 407A e 350 Solid V.rticale B. e 400 

Wdale Valdus 400 !J e 200 Revolver The 2SO !J !;l 250 Jamo 0365 !J e 400 Spondor S2 E e 399 

W'dale Diamond 7.3 E. !;l 200 R Alien Dimension Five 1 !J e 239 Jamo Cornet 95 !J !;l 400 Spondor 2020 .a e 399 

ZYP AI 199 R Alien RA8 B. !;l 249 Jamo Classic 8 !J e 400 Spondor SI l! e 499 

R Alien RA8M B. e 249 Jamo Graphic !;l 400 Tannoy Profile Plus 635 !J e 449 

Audio Gem Opal E. !;l 230 R Alien Dimension Five 2 !J e 269 Jamo l28 !J !;l 450 TDL RTL 3 !J e 400 

B&W CWM6i :!1 !;l 280 Rogers dblOI £ !;l 250 Jamo BX-150A !J !;l 450 Technics SB-M300 B. e 350 

8&W OM602 l !;l 300 Rogers GS3 E. e 279 Jamo Atmosphere :!1 e 480 Technics SB·M500 !J e 450 

Boso 151 E. !;l 270 Royd The Envoy E. e 249 Jamo 477A !J e 500 Totem M�e B e 495 

Bose 161 E. !;l 275 Royd Minstrel !J e 269 JBL LX6 !J s 350 Trian&te Titus TZe E e 379 

Bose 201 E !;l 290 Sequence 300 :!1 !;l 249 JBL TLX161 !;l 400 Yisonik TBIS B. e 366 

Boston 361 :!1 !;l 219 Solid HCMI R e 250 JBL PS8 R !;l 500 W'dale Modus Music Six e 330 

Boston CR8 R !;l 239 Sony SS-176EB !J !;l 250 JBL TLX171 !J e 500 W'dale MFM3 e 350 

Boston 381 :!1 !;l 259 Tannoy Mercury M3 !J e 230 Jordan Watts JHFLG !;l 380 Wdale Modus Music Eight e 430 

Boston CR9 E. !;l 279 Tannoy Profile Plus 633 E. e 299 JPW SSSS3 !J e 400 W'dale MFMS e 450 

Boston Voyager E. e 299 TOL RTL 2 !J e 280 JPW MLIOIO !J e 400 W'dale Modus Music 1/6 500 

Castle lsis E e 230 Yisonik 7003 s !;l 203 JPW Ruby I B e 400 

Celestion 23i E e 299 Yisonik SUBS E. !;l 259 JPW Ruby 2 e 500 Acoustic Energy AEl-11 g e 795 

Cerwin- Yega YS-8 E e 250 W'dale Modus Music Four E. !;l 230 KEF Q3S !J e 349 Allison Model 3A E e 525 

Cerwin-Yega CT-330 !J !;l 300 W'dale MFMI E. e 250 KEF 055 !J e 499 Audio Gem Emerald !J e 540 

Chario Syntar 100 E. e 250 Wdale Yaldus SOO !J e 300 KEF ROM One B e 499 Audio Note AN-KID g e 620 

Dali 102B l e 260 Yamaha NSIOM E. !;l 300 Keswick Aria 11 E e 379 Audio Note AN-J/B B e 799 

Oali 150 E. !;l 300 zyp All E. e 219 KLH 283A !J e 310 8&0 Beolab 2SOO l! e 750 

Faraday FSI E. e 245 lYP A2S E. !;l 275 KLH 383A !J e 335 B&WCOMI B e 600 

Gale 58 !J e 220 lYP A2ST 295 KLH Model SI !J e 375 B&W P4 !J e 675 

GLL lmagio ICllO !J s 300 KLH Modelll !J e 420 Bose 501 B e 700 

Heybrook Optima !J e 259 Acoustic Energy AEI09 !J e 350 KLH Model 62T !J e 486 Bose SE -5 Ser li System !J e 760 

Heybrook Heylette E e 269 Acoustic Energy .AE120 !J e 500 Linn Sekrit :!1 e 395 Bose A'mass AMS 11 .i. e 800. 

Heybrook HBI E. e 269 Allison Model 2A B. !;l 420 Mission 733i !J e 330 Boston YR30 !J e 600 

Infinity SM85 l e 250 Audiolnnov Alto l s 329 Mission 7511 E e 348 Boston Micro 90 Sys !J e 669 

lnteraudio XL3000 E e 230 B&O Beovox CXSO e 325 Mission 734i !J s 499 Castle Severn B. e 539 

lnteraudio XL4000 E !;l 295 B&O Beovox CXIOO E. s 425 M·A Monitor 3 !J e 400 Castle Avon !J e 699 

Jamo 892 :!1 !;l 220 B&W CWM8i :!1 !;l 350 M-A Monitor 4 !J e 500 Celestion 45i !J e 599 

Jamo Classic 4 E. !;l 250 B&W OM30S !J !;l 350 Mordaunt-Short MS40i !J e 450 Cerwin-Vtga YS-12 !J e 550 

Jamo Art :!1 e 270 B&W DS6 :!1 !;l 400 Mus Tee Harrier !J e 400 Cerwin-Vtga YS-15 !J e 700 

Jamo Oeco Art :!1 e 280 B&W CDM2 E !;l 400 NAO 804 !J e 400 Chario Syntar lOOT !J e 550 

Jamo 026S !J e 300 B&W DM603 !J !;l 500 Neat Critique E e 385 Cloments 600si !J e 595 

Jamo 307A E. e 300 B&W Signature 7 :!1 !;l 500 NHT Supor1lne E e 358 Dali 107 !J e 600 

Dali 350 !J e 600 

Doli 450 !J e 700 

Oali 109 !J e 800 

Dol Tech BP68 !J e 750 

Diapason Micra li .i. e 695 

Epos ES14 B. e �75 

Faraday FSIO !J e 795 

Glllmagio iC130 !J e 530 
Harbeth BBC LS3!5A ! e 699 

Harboth HL-P3ES .i. !;l 799 

Hoybrook Ultima !J e 649 

Heybrook Quartet ! e 649 

lnfin� SMIS5 !J e 550 

Jamo BX-200A !J e 530 

Jamo Classic 10 !J e 600 

Jamo 507A !J e 700 

JBL LX1 !J e 550 

JBL TLX181 !J e 600 

JBL L20 ! e 700 

JBL PS12 !J e 750 

Jordan Watts JH200 E !;l 510 

Jordan Watts JH400 E. e 565 

JPW Ruby 3 !J !;l 800 

KEF LS3/Sa !;l 649 

KEF ROM Two !;l 699 

KEF Q65 !J !;l 799 

Keswick Volante !J e 729 

KLH Model 82Ta !J e 690 

Linn Tukan Passive E. !;l 550 

Linn Keilidh Passive !J e 750 

Manticore Minaret R !;l 690 

Meridian A500 !J e 750 

M&K S-8S E. s 700 � 
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Shahinian Super Elf � t:l 875 

Shahinian Compass !J t:l 1,395 

Son us Fabor Minuetto � t:l 898 

Son us Faber Concerto � t:l 1,098 
Spendor 2040 !J lil 899 

Spendor SP2/3E � t:l 1,050 

Spendor SPI/2E B t:l 1,390 

Tannoy Definition 0300 !J lil 999 

TDl Studio !M !J lil 899 
Technics SB-MIOOO !J t:l 1,500 

Totem Model One � lil 1,195 
Triangle Antal !J lil 1,099 

Vandersteen 2Ce !J lil 1,395 
Visonik lBI B lil 935 

Acoustic Energy AEI Sig B. t:l 1.695 

Acoustic Energy AE2 Sig � t:l 2,695 

Ambience Mod 3.2 s lil 1,780 

Apertura Tanagra !J t:l 1,895 

Apertura Tanagra Sig. !J lil 2,295 

ATC SCM20 � lil 1,599 
ATC SCM20 Tower !J lil 2,099 

Audio Note AN-£/D � t:l 1,520 
Audio Note AN-£/SPx � lil 2,250 

Audio Physic Spark 2 B t:l 1,749 

Audio Physic Tempo !J t:l 1,999 
Audiovector 5 !J t:l 2,500 

Avalon Monitor B lil 2,995 

8&0 Boo lab 6000 !J t:l 1,550 

B&O Beolab 8000 !J t:l 2,100 

8&0 Beolab Penta 3 !J t:l 2,650 

B& W Matrix 804 !J t:l 1,695 
B&W Matrix 803s2 !J t:l 2,495 

B&W Matrix 802s3 !J lil 2,995 

Bose 901 VI B t:l 1,650 

Boston lynfield 300l i lil 2,000 

Bravura Virtuoso !J Ill 2,995 

Carver Al-lllP !J 0 1,999 

Cary SP-301 !J lil 2,295 

Celestion A3 !J lil 2,399 

Celostion Kingston !J lil 2,500 

Chord lS5/12A � lil 1,595 

Chord CEl 201 B lil 2,130 

Chord CEl 202 !J lil 2,375 

Chord CEl lO! !J lil 2,840 

Cloments Reference 7 !J lil 1,995 

Credo SPB 003 !J lil 1,820 

Credo SPB 009 !J lil 2,453 

lil 578 JBl l80 t:l 1,250 Dali Grand Coupe !J lil 2,500 

t:l 650 Acoustic Energy AE2-If B t:l 1,095 JBl l90 � t:l 1,500 Del Tech BP2002 !J lil 2,400 

Mission 753f lil 798 Acoustic Solutions Eight s lil 1,200 Jordan Watts JHI +I !J t:l 995 Diapason Adamantes 11 B lil 1,895 

M-A Studio 2SE B lil 600 Ambience Mod. 4.0 B. t:l 1,185 JPW Ruby 4 !J t:l 1,000 Dynaudio Contour L8 !J lil 1,842 

M-A 700 PMC � lil 600 Apertura Prima !J t:l 920 KEf 075 !J t:l 999 Dynaudio Crafft B t:l 2,598 

M-A 702PMC B t:l 700 Apertura Agora B lil 1,095 KEf Ref. Model One !J t:l 1,199 ECA Servo A.2 !J lil 2,450 

M-A 703PMC !J t:l 800 Apertura Nova !J t:l 1,295 Ke11y KT3 !J lil 1,200 ElS Ros'ch Vision !J 0 2,800 

Mordaunt-Short MS50i !J t:l 550 ATC SCMIO B lil 999 Keswick Torino !J lil 999 Epos ES25 !J t:l 1.655 

Mus Tee Falcon !J lil 575 Audio Note AN-J/D � lil 930 Keswick Figaro Evolution lil 1,099 Gamma Epoch Rot Five !J lil 2,999 

Nairn lntro !J lil 660 Audio Note AN-IVSPx B t:l 1,060 Keswick Milano !J lil 1,199 Hales Revelation Three !J t:l 2,200 

Neat Mystique !J t:l 575 Audio Note AN-£18 !J lil 1,299 Keswick legato !J lil 1,199 Halos Concept Two !J lil 2,250 

Neat Petite 11 � t:l 745 Audio Note AN-J/SPx B lil 1.415 Keswick Amber !J lil 1,499 Harbeth Hl-S8 !J lil 1,999 

Opera Seconda B t:l 595 Audio Physic Step B lil 1,299 linn Tukan Aktiv lil 1,050 Helius Syrius 11 !J t:l 2,395 

Opera Operetta 11 B t:l 770 Audiovector 2X !J lil 850 linn Keilidh Aktiv !J lil 1,250 Helius Syrius I !J t:l 2,850 

Opera Platea !J t:l 795 Audiovector 3X !J lil 1,500 l Voice Auditorium !J Ill 1,300 Hi Q Sound SMID8 !J lil 2,000 

Ori&in live Resolution B t:l 732 AVI Positron !J lil 899 lowther Accolade 2 !J Ill 1,199 Horning Aristophane !J Ill 2,600 

Ori&in lire Victory !J t:l 750 8&0 Beolab 4000 !J lil 1.100 lumley L/M3.5 !J lil 1,050 lmpulsel.ali !J Ill 1.850 

Pentachord B � t:l 519 B&WP5 !J lil 875 Magnoplanar SMG-C SE !J 0 990 Jamo Concert 11 !J lil 2,000 

Ptntachord Ptntode !J t:l 729 B&W DM604 !J t:l 1.000 Magneplanar MG-0,6 SE !J 0 1.370 JBl llDD !J lil 1,750 

Polk RT12 !J t:l 600 B&WP6 !J lil 1,095 Meridian Argent I lil 995 Jordan Watts JH2K !J lil 2,820 

Polk RT16 !J t:l 799 B&W Matrix 805 V i t:l 1,095 M&K S-125 lil 1,150 KEF Ref. Model Two !J lil 1,599 

Polk lS50 !J t:l 800 Bandor Trident B t:l 846 Mission 7541 !J lil 1.298 KEF Ref. Model Three !J lil 1,999 

"'-Tablette 50 B t:l 599 Bandor Mora !J lil 1,260 M-A Studio 12 .!1 lil 1,000 Unn Kaber Passive .il t:l 2,000 

"'-Studio lOO B. t:l 699 Bandor Bandora !J lil 1.340 M-A 705PMC !J lil 1,400 Linn Kaber Aktiv !J t:l 2,640 

Promenade SP4 !J t:l 650 Bose A' mass AM7 B. lil 900 Mordaunt-Short Port 820 !J lil 1,495 Lowther Fidelio !J Ill 1,999 

QLN Classic One B t:l 800 Bose 701 B lil 1.000 Mus Tee Condor !J lil 845 Lowther Academy !J Ill 2,399 

Quad IOL B t:l 600 Boston VR40 .il t:l 1.000 Mus Tee Hawk !J lil 1,250 lowther Bel Canto !J Ill 2,699 

Roaers GS9 !J t:l 579 Castle Harlech .il e 849 Mus Toe Eagle !J lil 1,500 Lumley lJM2 Mkl !J lil 2,995 

Rogers LS3/5A i e 699 Castle Howard S2 .il e 1.199 Nairn Credo !J lil 1.060 Magneplanar MG-10 SE .il 0 1,650 

a.,.C&/25 !J e 799 Celostion AI B e 899 NHT VT-1.2 !J e 999 Magnoplanar MG-1,5 SE !J 0 1.780 

Roksan ROKone 1 � e 595 Celestion A2 !J e 1,499 Opera Callas 11 R t:l 950 Magnoplanar MG-2,7 SE !J 0 2.650 

Roksan Ojan 3 .il t:l 795 Cerwin-Vtga AL -1000 !J t:l 1.100 Opera Terza !J e 999 Manticore Matisse !J lil 1,890 

Royd The Sorcerer � e 595 Cerwin-Vtga 1515 !J lil 1,300 Opera Callas Gold � e 1,050 Martin-logan Aerius i .il 0 2,299 

Royd Abbot !J e 665 Chario Academy I � e 1.300 Opera Divina 11 � e 1,500 Meridian M60 g c 2,150 

Ruarll Templar 11 !J t:l 599 Clements Reference 1 � e 995 Orilin Live Soveriegn !J e 975 M-A Studio 20SE !J lil 2,200 

Ruarll Sceptre B e 599 Dali 850 il e 1,100 Pink Triangle Ventrical !J e 999 Mordaunt-Short Pert 860 !J t:l 1,895 

Ruark Talisman 11 !J e 749 Del Tech BP8B !J e 1,000 Polk LS70 !J e 1.200 Mordaunt-Short Port 880 !J lil 2,795 

Ruarll Proloaue One !J t:l 799 Del Ttch BP lOB !J e 1,500 Polk RT20p !J e 1,500 Nairn SBl Active !J lil 1,830 

SD Acoustics SD3R .!! e 649 Diapason Prelude 11 � e 875 Proac Tablotto 50 SIG R e 899 Nairn SBl Passive .il lil 1.970 

Silverado Raider � t:l 695 Dynaudio Contour 1.1 � t:l 879 Proac Response 1 SC � t:l 1,199 Neoiijh NEO I i lil 2,999 

Sonus faber Concerti no B e 599 Dynaudio Contour 1.3 i t:l 1,198 Proac Studio 150 !J lil 1,399 NHT VT-2 !J lil 1,600 

Spendor 2030 .il e 599 Electrocompaniet EC-Qubo i e 1,195 Prof Monitor Co lBl � e 935 Opera Caruso 11 !J lil 2,350 

Spendor LS3/5A B lil 630 Electrocompaniet EC-Qube SE i e 1.495 Prof Monitor Co AB! i t:l 1.496 Origin Live Conqueror !J e 1.650 

Spendor SP3/lP B t:l 795 Epos ES22 !J e 1.185 OlN Signature i t:l 1,000 Paragon Jubilee !J e 1,995 

Tannoy Profile Plus 637 .il t:l 549 Gamma Epoch .il e 1,499 QlN Signature HOII B lil 1,200 Ptntachord P'column !J e 1,649 

Tannoy Profile Plus 638 .il e 649 Harbeth HL-K6 � e 1,049 QlN Prestige !J lil 1,500 Polk lS90 !J e 1,700 

Tannoy Definition 0100 B lil 689 Harbeth HL -Compact 7 i e 1,499 QLN Sig. SpliUiold i lil 1.500 PosseH Albatross !J Ill 2,500 

TOl T-Line 2 !J t:l 550 Harbeth BBC LS5/12A i e 1,499 Rega XEL !J e 1.040 Proac Response 2S � lil 2,000 

TDL T-Line 3 !J e 750 Heybrook Sextet .il t:l 1,299 RMS Revelation S I .il e 1.299 Proac Studio 250 !J lil 2,249 

Totem Rokk B e 695 Impulse Kora !J Ill 1,250 Rogors C6/28 .il e 1.399 Proac Response 2.5 !J e 2.100 

Trialtllt Comete TZe B e 525 Jamo 707i !J e 900 Roksan Ojan 3X .il e 995 Prof Monitor Co IBIS lil 2,099 

Trialtllt lunn !J e 550 Jamo Concert 8 .il e 1.300 Royd The Albion � c 1.270 QlN Reference !J lil 2,000 

Triangle Zephyr !J t:l 799 JBL L40 .!! e 1,000 Ruark Broadsword 11 lil 899 QLN Reference HDII !J lil 2,500 

W'dale MFM7 !J e 650 JBL PS15 !J t:l 1,000 Ruark Paladin !J t:l 1,099 Rehdeko RK115 B e 1.700 
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Roeers LS5/9 t:l 1,549 ELS Res'ch Illusion Mkll !I 0 9,000 Sound-lab Ultimate Ill !I 0 lB,950 Muse Model 11 <1J) l,B90 
Ruark Crusader 11 !I t:l 1.599 Fase Evoluzione Aria � t:l 3,!00 Sound-lab UHimate I !I 0 23,950 Muse Modell8 <1J) 3,790 
Ruark Equinox t:l !,849 Genesis 400 !I t:l 4,000 Spendor SP9/l !I t:l 3,450 Neat Gravitas !,095 
Ruark Accolade !I t:l 2,699 Genesis V !I t:l !5,000 Tannoy Edinburgh TW !I CD 3,250 NHT SW1Pi 609 
SO Acoustics SD5 !I t:l 1,549 Genesis 300 !I t:l 27,500 Tannoy Definition 0900 !I t:l 3,999 Polk PSW50 <1J) 350 
SO Acoustics SOlE !I t:l 2.995 Hates Concept Three !I t:l 4,350 Tannoy GRF Memory TW !I t:l 4 ,000 Polk PSW150 <1J) 500 
Shahinian Arc !I t:l l.B75 Halos Concept Five !I t:l 6,350 Tannoy Westminster TW !I "' 6,600 Polk·PSW300 <1J) 750 
Shahinian Obelisk !I t:l 2,695 Homing Agathon !I CD 3,555 Tannoy Canterbury 15 TW !I CD 7,720 REL Q50 <1J) 375 
Silverado Silverado 1 t:l !,995 Impulse Ta'us !I CD 3,!00 Tannoy Westminster Royal !I CD !4,920 REL Q-lOOE <1J) 495 
Sonus Faber Minima Amator t:l !,566 Infinity Sigma !I t:l 5,995 TDL Ref Standard-m !I t:l 4,999 REL Strata 11 <1J) 575 
Sound-lab Quantum !I 0 2,!50 Infinity Epsilon !I t:l 9,995 Triangle Nemo Altiar !I t:l 4,250 REL Storm <1J) 695 
Spendor SP7!1 !I t:l 1,990 Jamo Oriel !I t:l 7,000 Wilson Audio Cub !I t:l 5,495 REL Stadium 11 <1J) 995 
Spendor SP!OO !I t:l 2,099 JBL S2600 !I t:l 3,500 Wilson Audio WATT 5 E t:l B,750 REL Stentor 11 <1J) !,795 
Tannoy Definition 0500 !I t:l 1,999 JBL S3100 !I t:l 4,000 Wilson Audio WilT � t:l B,BBB REL Studio 11 <1J) 3,995 
Tannoy Stirling TW !I t:l 2,200 Jon!an Watts JH5K !I t:l 3,950 Wilson Benesch Actor !I t:l 3,BOO Rml Sub-15 <1J) 2,195 
Tannoy Definition 0700 !I t:l 2,500 Jon!an Watts JHlOK !I t:l 7,570 Wilson Benesch ACT! spkr !I t:l 6.400 Revolver The Recoil 100 
TDL Studio Monitor-m !I t:l 2,449 KEF Ref. Model Four !I c 3,299 R Alien Gold Sub <1J) 149 
Totem Mann-2 B c 2,795 Koswick Zero 1 !I c 7,000 R Alien Dim'n Active <1J) 499 
Trian&le lays !I t:l !,750 linn Kollik Aktiv !I c 6,000 R Alien Magnum Active <1J) 699 
Trian&le Allinis !I c 2,250 l Voice Air Scout !I CD !9,500 Rogers AB! 549 
Trian&le Extan !I t:l 2.950 l Voice Air Partner S !I "'37.200 Rogers Sub-bass <1J) 679 

lowther Delphic !I CD 3,099 Roksan Ojan 3S 795 
Acoastic Energy AE5 !I t:l 7,995 lowthor Opus One !I CD 4,999 Sequence FW110 249 
Ambience Mod 5.0 !I t:l 9,550 lumley l/M 1 Sig. Mk3 !I c 4,500 Solid PBlOO <1J) 350 
Aportura Athena !I c 4,395 Magneplanar MG-3.5SE !I 0 3,BOO Sony SA-WlOl <1J) 230 
Aportura AHante !I t:l 6,995 Magneplanar MG-10 SE P !I 0 !0,300 Sunfire True Sub <1J) 1,600 
ATC SCM10A c 3,049 Magneplanar MG-10 SE A !I 0 11,000 Tannoy 615ALFie <1J) 600 
ATC SCM50 !I t:l 3.750 Martin-Loean Sl3 !I 0 3,499 TDL Nucleus SBR 200 
ATC SCM!OO !I t:l 4,499 . Martin-Loean CLS llz !I 0 4,555 Triangle SATIII <1J) 650 
ATC SCM50A !I t:l 5,250 Martin-Logan Re-Quest !I 0 5,875 Velodyne VA-68XII <1J) 399 
ATC SCM!OOA !I t:l 5,999 Martin-logan Monolith S !I 0 7,440 Velodyne VA-79XII <1J) 499 
ATC SCM100A !I t:l 12,999 Martin-Loean Monolith IIIP !I 0 B,550 Velodyne VA-810XII 0 599 
ATC SCM300A !I t:l 14,999 Martin-logan Monolith IIIXPB !I 0 11,900 Velodyne VA-1011XII <1J) 700 
Audio Note AN-JSE Silver � c 7,900 Meridian DSP5000 !I c 3,295 Velodyne VA-1115XII <1J) 999 
Audio Note AN-ESE Silver g c 9,600 Meridian DSP5500 !I c 5,950 Velodyne FSR-11 <1J) 1,099 
Audio Physic Virgo 1 !I c 3,399 Meridian DSP6000 !I c 9.400 Velodyne FSR-15 <1J) 1,299 
Audio Physic Avanti 1 !I c 6,699 M-A Studio 50 !I c 4,000 Velodyne F-180011 <1J) 1.999 
Audio Physic Caldera !I c !0,599 M-A Studio 60 !I c 6,000 W'dale Modus Sub Bass lBO 
Audio Physic Medea !I c 24,999 Naim DBL Active !I c 7,4!4 W'dale Modus Powered Sub <1J) 350 
Audiovoctor 6 !I c 4,600 Noolith NEO 2 E t:l 3,499 Wilson Audio Puppy 5.1 B,450 
Avalon Avatar !I c 4,495 Nool�h NEO 3 !I t:l 4,999 Wilson Audio Whow Ill 0 !2,500 
Avalon Arcus !I c 6,000 NHT Model 3.3 !I t:l 3,500 Yamaha YST-SW40 ©I 140 
Avalon Eclipse !I c 6,495 Paragon Regent !I c 3,490 Yamaha YST-SW80 <1J) IBO 
Avalon Radian !I c !0,995 Proac Response 3.5 !I t:l 4,250 Aiwa TS-W9 !70 Yamaha YST-SW150 <1J) 2BO 
Awalon Osiris !I c 72,000 Proac Response 4 !I c !2,000 0 Yamaha YST-SW300 350 Allison Mini Rei Sub 2!0 <1J) 
B&W Matrix 801s3 !I t:l 3,995 Prof Monitor Co MBIP E c 4,370 AMC Bl-10 ©I 350 B&W Silver Signature B t:l 5,500 Prof Monitor Co BB5/P E c 6,270 
B&W Nautilus !I c 35.000 QLN Artec 1600 !I c 4,500 

ATC SCM 0.1/15 0 2,750 

Bandor Bandoline !I c 3,290 Quad ESL63 !I 0 3.450 
Audio Physic Terra <1J) 3,499 

Bandor Bandora/Mora !I c 3,290 Rehdeko RK125 � c 3,200 
B&W AS& 0 500 

Boston lynfield SDOL !I t:l 4,449 Rehdeko RK145 E c 4,BOO 
B&W Matrix 800ASW ©I mD !,500 

Bravura Virtuoso Silver !I [ll 3.!95 Rehdeko RK175 !I c B,BOO 
B&W Matrix 800ASW <1J) mD !,500 

Bravura Virtuoso Gold !I [ll 3.395 Revel Gem t:l 5,295 
Boston CR400 0 300 

Bravura Accelerando !I [ll 6,600 Rockport Syzm !I t:l 15,000 
Boston VR500 <1J) 450 

Chario Academy 3 Junior !I c 6,000 Rockport Procyon !I t:l 32,500 
Boston VR2000 0 mD BOO 
Celestion CS135 !39 Chario Academy 3 !I c 9,000 Shahinian Hawk !I t:l 4,995 Celestion CSW Mkll 0 329 Credo SPB 011 !I c 3,!47 Shahinian Diapason !I c B,B95 

Credo SOL 001 !I c 5,677 Shun Mook Bella Voce !I t:l 5,500 
Celestion Sli @ 349 
Cerwin-Vega HT-lOO 200 

Dali Grand !I c 4,000 Sonus Faber Electa Amator t:l 3,293 
Dol Tech BP2000 c 3,600 Sonus Faber Extrema c 6,500 

Cerwin-Vega HT-120 250 
!I � Credo SDC 001 0 3,054 Dynaudio Contour 2.8 !I c 3,!98 Sound-lab Dynastat !I 0 3,790 

Dynaudio Contour 3.3 !I c 4,Bl5 Sound-lab Aura !I 0 6,490 
GLL LE Bass 0 350 

Dynaudio Confidence 3 !I c 4,846 Sound-lab Pristine Ill+ !I 0 7,990 
Hates Concept Zero @ 2,950 

Dynaudio Confidence 5 !I c 5,924 Sound-lab A-3 0 11,990 
H/K Citation 7.4 mD B75 

!I Infinity SSW-10 500 
Dynaudio Consequence !I t:l !4,566 Sound-lab Ultimate 11 !I 0 !3,950 Jamo 860SW 110 Air Tangent IC # 3,333 
ELS Res'ch Vista !I 0 3,900 Sound-lab A-I !I 0 !3,990 Jamo SW303E <1J) 220 Air Tangent lOB # 7,777 

Jamo SW400E <1J) 330 Air Tangent Ref. Si g. # 11,000 
Jamo SW505E ©I 400 Audio Note AN-ARM 1 ® 169 
Jamo Sub One <1J) 400 Audio Note AN-Os ® 795 
Jamo SW600e 0 530 Audio Note AN-Is ® 995 
JBL CM& <1J) 200 Audiomeca Sl5 # 2,500 
JBL PSW800 ©I 275 Clearaudio TQ-l lmproved !,950 

JBL Sub 10 <1J) 300 Dynavector 501 ® 1,995 
JBL PSWIOOO 0 325 Graham 1.5 Basic ® !,695 
JBL PSW1100 <1J) 375 Graham Mk 2.0 ® 2,650 
JPW Subwoofer 130 Helius Orion 4 Copper ® 549 
JPW SW60 0 350 Helius Cyalene 2 ® 1,495 
JPW SW-110 <1J) 500 Kuzma Stogi ® 750 
KEF Model 20B 0 349 Kuzma Stogi Relerence ® !.250 
KEF Model 30B <1J) 499 linn Akito ® 500 
KEF Model AV! ©I mD 2,499 linn Ekos ® 1,500 
Konwood SW500 250 Manticore Musician 11 ® 595 
Keswick Alto !,299 Manticore Magician 11 ® B95 
KLH ASWI0-100 0 350 Manticore Magician 12 ® 995 
KLH ASW11-120 0 3BO Moth Mk I ® 109 
linn AV5150 0 2,850 Moth MKIII Stainless ® !46 
l Voice RW24 11,500 Moth Mk Ill Tungsten ® 174 
Meridian Sub 1 1,500 Moth Moth 900 ® 59B 
Meridian M1500 0 1,595 Naim ARO ® 1,040 
M&K VX-7Mkll 0 450 N'ham Space ® 450 
M&K V-75 MKII 0 650 N'ham Paragon 3 # 550 
M&K V-125 0 BOO N'ham Paragon 1 # BOO 
M&K V-115 (THX) <1J) mD BOO N'ham Mentor ® BOO 
M&K MX-70 0 900 N'ham Foot ® l,lOO 
M&K MX-150 (THX) <1J) mD 1,500 N'ham Paragon 1 # !,600 
M&K MX-100 <1J) 1,800 Rega RB150 ® l09 
M&K MX-300 0 mD 2.500 Rega RB300 ® !74 
M&K MX-5000 (THX) @ mD 2.900 Rega RB900 ® 59B 
Mission 73AS <1J) 450 Rockport Series 1000 # 6,000 
Mission 75AS ©I 54B Roksan Tabriz ® 320 
Mordaunt-Short T1000 @ 500 Roksan Tabriz Zi ® 420 � 
Mus Tee Sub @ 650 Roksan Artemiz ® B95 
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3009 Ser ll lmp 
3009 S2 Ser ll lmp 
Series 11 3009-R 
Series 11 3010-R 
Series 11 3012-R 
309 

310 
312 

P30 
P14 
P14 
P10 
P39 
P30 
P16 
P60 RDS 
P10 
P68 

P20 

P40 RDS 
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PRICE GUIDE 
� ---- -- -- -- -- - � ----- - - ---- - - -

Technics Sl-1110Mkll 01 400 
Technics Sl-1100Mkll 01 400 
Thorens TD-180 AT91 01 • 190 
Thorens TD-280 IV/UK 01 "' 110 
Thorens TD-166 VI/UK/RB 01 400 
Thorens T0-318 Ill TPSO 500 

Audio Note AN-TT 2 995 
Audio Note AN-TT 3 1,995 
Audiomeca Romance 01 1 , 895 
Audiomeca Jl 3,500 
Basis 2001 2,750 
Basis Ovation 11 4,800 
Basis Debut Gold Std Ill 7,200 
Basis Debut Gold Vacuum 9,250 
Chantry QT level 2 01 705 
Clearaudio Evolution 01 • 1,790 
Ctearaudio Reference 4,500 
DNM-Reson Rota I 01 • 3,900 
DNM-Reson Rota 2 01 • 5.600 
Impulse Moskito 01 695 
Kuzma Stabi 1,950 
Kuzma Stabi Reference 3,750 
Linn lP12 Basik 1,100 
Linn lP12 Lingo 1,750 
Manticore Mantra 97 595 

895 
Manticore Magister 4,400 
Marantz TT-1000 6.000 
Michell Gyrodek 825 
Michell Orbe 1.950 
N'ham Spacedeck 750 
N'ham Graphic 1.200 
N'ham HyperSpacedeck 1.500 
N'ham Mentor 2,600 
N'ham Anna log 5,500 
Oracle Paris 1,100 
Oracle Delphi 3.370 
Oracle Delphi 15th Anniv 3,800 
Pink Triangle Tarantella 579 
Pink Triangle Anniversary 2.500 
Pro-Ject 6/Sumiko 01 "' 850 
Rega Planar 9 01 "' 1,598 
Reson RSIM 01 "' 600 
Reson Rota 1 01 • 3,900 
Rockport Capella 11 7,000 

200 Rockport Sirius Ill 01 50,000 
150 Roksan Xerxes 10 1.195 

RDS 200 Roksan TMS 2,750 

RDS 130 SME Model 20/2 3,403 

RDS 180 SME Model 20/2A 01 4,836 
775 SME Model 30/2 10,675 

Linn Kremlin 2,600 SME Model 30/2A 01 12,135 
Magnum Oynalab FTll 550 Stratosphere STI 6,500 
Magnum Dynalab fT-lOlA 825 Technics Sl-1200LTD 01 700 
Magnum Oynalab Etude 1,250 Thorens TD-146 VI TPSO 01 550 
Magnum Oynalab 108 4.500 Thorens TD-2001 TP90 01 700 
Marantz ST-57 P59 RDS 150 Thorens TD-520 SME 1,050 
Marantz ST-65 P59 RDS 200 Well Tempered Record Player 01 1,850 
Marantz ST-17 P60 RDS 600 Well Tempered Classic 01 2,980 
Meridian 504 P30 695 Well Tempered Super 01 3,900 
Meridian 604 P30 1,350 Well Tempered Reference 01 5.300 
Michi RHT-10 PIG 895 Wilson Benesch WB Turntable 1,775 
Micromega Minium FM Mk2 P39 329 
Micromega Tuner P39 750 
Mission Cyrus FM7 P29 400 
Musical Fidelity ESO P20 300 

Remember HAD 412 P24 190 349 

HAD 414RDS P30 RDS 250 01 • 150 

NAD 71D P24 270 01 • 190 

that all entries NAD 712 P24 330 01 "' 250 

Naim NAT03 595 0 • 70 

Naim NAT02 1.080 01 • 60 

printed 
• 

RED Naim NATO! 1.730 Genexxa lab-810 01 • 70 ID 
Onkyo T 4210RDS P30 RDS 180 Kenwood KD-492F 01 "' lOO 

Onkyo T 409 P30 230 Michell Mycro 435 

refer to hi-fi Onkyo T 411RDS P30 RDS 260 Moth Alamo 01 199 

Pioneer F-204RDS P30 RDS 140 Moth Kanoot Mkl Arm 01 279 

Pioneer F-304RDS P40 RDS 190 Moth Kanoot Mk3 Arm 01 329 products Pioneer F-504ROS P40 RDS 250 NAD 533 Oi • 220 

Quad 71FM P25 RDS 700 N'ham Interspace 500 

Rega Radio P24 229 Pioneer Pl-12500-C 01 • 80 that we have Roksan Caspian P50 495 Pioneer Pl-990 01 • 130 

Rote! RT-935AX P20 160 Pro-Ject 0.5/0MIO 01 • 160 

reviewed. Rotel RT-990BX P16 500 Pro-Ject 1/510 01 "' 200 

Sony ST-SE200 P30 100 Pro-Ject 21520 01 "' 300 

Sony ST-SE300 P30 RDS 120 Pro-Ject 6/MCIS 01 • 450 

Turn to Sony ST-SESOO P30 RDS 140 Rega Planar 78 01 114 page 
Sony ST-SEJOO RDS 180 Rega Planar 2 01 214 

P30 
Rega Planar 3 01 274 

122 for a full Sony ST-SA3ES P30 RDS 250 
TEAC T-R400 P20 110 Roksan Radius 470 

TEAC T-H500 P30 RDS 170 Sherwood PM8550 01 • 130 

TEAC T8-Xl0 P20 RDS 400 Sony PS-lX150H 01 • 90 summary Technics ST-GT350l P30 150 Sony PS-LX300H 01 "' 150 

Technics ST-GT550l P39 RDS 200 Systemdek l/920 136 

of results! Technics ST-GT650l P39 RDS 250 Systemdek IIX/900 01 130 test 
Thorens TRT-2000 P59 RDS 499 Systemdek 1!920/Moth 01 235 

Yamaha TX-480L P40 lOO 
Systemdek IIXE/900Ap 388 

Yamaha TX-492RDS P40 RDS 130 Systemdek 960 500 

Yamaha TX-590ROS P40 RDS 180 
Systemdek 2X2 500 
Technics Sl-JilOD 01 "' 120 
Technics SL·8D20 01 • 160 
Technics Sl-8022 01 • 180 
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UIIE INPUTS, lvrount ol input socl<ets for non-�nyl sources sucli 
as CD �.tuners and cassette decks. 

MM PHONO INPUI � an amp has a �nyl phono input tor m<Mng 

�(normal oulput) cartridges. 

T 
he amplifier sits at the rear! of the system, processing the outputs related. Some of the finest amplifiers available have outputs as low as 

from the various music sources as necessary and then driving 12 Watts, but team them with high-efficiency loudspeakers and y ou can 

the loudspeakers. These two (quite separate) functions are achieve loudness aplenty. 

integrated into a single box at the low-to-middle price points, but become Power output is equally no indication of sound quality. 

separated into preamps and power amplifiers. Even separate power 

supplies become increasingly common as one moves upmarket. 

Bear in mind that output power and sound quality are not necessarily 
� Best buy � Recommended 

MC PHOHO INPUI �an amp has a� phono input foc 

m<Mng co� (low ou1put) cartridges. 

REMOTE CONTROL, �amp is couch potato ready. 

HEADPIIOIIE SOCIIH n an amp o can-�-

POWER OliTPIIT (W), L.ablesiEd !XIM"ooiput�l'latlsl"'channel. 

RECEIVER, �an amp has a bui� in rad� tune< 

FACTSBACK NUMBER, The Factsback refererx:e foc ordenng a lax 

copy of lf1e review. Use t!Je contents page to find lf1e Factsback 

information page. 

ISSUE NUMBER, The issue of Hi-Fi Ch01ce in which the ongjnal 

revow appeared. 

INTEGRATED AMPLIFIERS 
Product Prrce(£) Comments Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 

Alchemist Maxim 319 Vivid and colourtul sounding amp that's just too bold and brassy e 30 1737 154 
A_lc_he_m_is_t N_e _m_esis 700 Good if ultimately undistinguished amplifier whose strengths include warmth, authority and distinctive aesthetics 168 

� AMC 3025a 130 Surprisingly potent and easy on the ear, if not especially analytical. Classic bargain basement material in fact. 171 
� AMC 3

'--'-
0
-
50

'-
a
--- 170 Tremendous value for money, and a full, big, if rather uninformative sound 167 

_A:.::M.::.C=--=- CVT=3=03:.:0:.::a __ __ ___:_40:.:0:.__ Beer-budget valve amp, with quintessentially valve-like virtues (euphony with dynamics) and vices (system dependency, noise)_:____-=-+--'--
---:-

--=-- -.:.::...--- 168 
_A
,_

r_ c_am
---:-
A�I p-,-ha-

--:-
7 _____ 250 Decent, if slightly system

-
fussy amplifier that generally pulls all the right strings 

Arcam Alpha 8 350 Enjoyably soft-centred amp, won't frighten the animals. llpgradeable via preamp output, and R/C (not supplied) 
� Arcam Alpha 9 500 Not quite as much a star as the Alpha 9/9P combo, the solo integrated is nevertheless colourtul and explicitly detailed 70 168 
4 Audio Innovations Alto 300 Probably because of a lack of deep bass. thrs stylrsh amp sounds open, natural and relaxed 35 1540 138 

_A:.::u:.:d:.::io:.:N:.::o:.:te=--O= n"'g"'a"'ku:_ __ _:5:.:6·= 00:.:0:__:c..:: A single-ended, zero negative feedback triode, line-level amplifier and a half. Probably the best amplifier in t.:.:h:..e .:.:w:.:or.:.:ld ___ ___:_ __ _;_____::______:..._ _ __:2c:.6 ____ C:..:9:.::1_ 
� Audio Note Oto SE 1,200 Transparent, dynamic, clear and subtle, but limited power 24 126 
� -�_i_�a_b_BO _O _OA_ 550 The 8000A remains a highly disciplined and mature-sounding amp ____ ---:--:---: 

60 1581 140 
� ..:A.::u:.:: d.:.:io.::la:.::b..:8:.:: 00::.:0:..:S _____ 7:..:5:..: 0----'-- Informative in every sense, only a slight lack of bite detracts. Perhaps Audiolab's best yet1 _6_ 0 ____ 17_ 40 1�4 

Aura VAlOO 11 350 Big and smooth, yet slightly disjointed sound was equally familiar 70 1541 138 
4 Cambridge Audio A3i 200 Maxtmum tnformatron desrgn, wtth plenty of usable and reasonably refmed power. A smp 60 167 
� Copland CSA8 945 Sophisticated yet transparent, this is one of those amplifiers that sounds good even when the gloss has worn off 60 168 
� Copland CSA14 1,199 Great soun� and looks, but watch out for high capacitance cables -'----=---:-------c:-

-----=-60'--------i--'-1416 148 
Creek 4330 279 Compact, even pretty, but sounds dark and uninviting, with coarse treble and woompy bass 40 171 

� Denon PMA-250SE 160 This amp can sound rough when extended, but within its limits it is open, detailed and likeable --------- ---=---7---'---;---=------=-30'-----l'--7-'--l-
� Denon PMA-350SE 200 Reinvented in the minimalist tradition, the new SE model is a control freak, but can sound wondertul _____ ----=-- - -=----�--;---=------=-50:____ _ _:..:18:.::5.:.6-'1:..:6=-2 

Denon PMA-425R ----=2 .:.30'---W-'--el _l-e'-'q'--ui,_,_pped and generally enjoyable but slightly ragged pertorrner. You can do better -==----=---'-----'-=-_:__-=--____:45=--____,-------=167 
---=-De:.:n:..:o:.:.n-'--P '--M '-'A-'- 7.;:2.:.5Rc..'------=- 35'-'0'----- W-'-ar_m-'-, -'-bo'--ld'-''

-u '--p-_ fr-'-on-'t-"p _re-'-se'--n_tation, but musically u_n_ex_c _iti--'ng"----- ---- ----- - ------ 97 1802 157 
� Densen Beat B-100 600 Low feedback arnp with passive internal preamp gives a bold, pacey and thoroughly involving sound. Phono option listed 60 1855 162 

DPA Renaissance 595 DPA's first integrated arnp is typically innovative, but a little too 'crisp 'n dry' for our tastes 40 1582 140 
EMF Audio Sequel 450 Relaxed and restrained design from Mike Creek 50 109 

_!xposure XX Super 700 Rather transistorised, unexciting sound. Good coherence and rhythm. Best played loud 55 17 43 154 
--=Ga:.:m::: m::::a:..:.:Ac:.:oc::u:. :st::.:icc:.s:-=G
:.':
em= in'-i _--:-69

::-:
9=----__c.:.:Genuine single-ended triode design, but low power, mundane sound and poor build 12 1416 148 

4 Harman/Kardon HK610 180 Ltvely and fnendly sound, but could prove too excrtrng for the fatnt hearted 30 1465 149 
4 Harman/Kardon HK620 250 Capable and musrcal amplrfler whrch rs among the nicest available at the pnce. Optional add-tn MM/MC board avatlable 40 1858 162 

Harman/Kardon HK640 40_ 0 _Breezy, nimble sounding amp, lacks grip and fortitude- it can sound artificial and insubstantial 55 1542 138 
Jolida 202 ---=-69:..:5 __ W= el '--l-b:..:u. c.ilt:..:ac.cnd::.::.:te. :.;ch-"n -'-ica.:.; l "-ly.:. ac'-'c-"om __ p"-li -'-sh-" e"' d,c..:ac.c ff.:.or.:.da:. .:b.:.: le _ v.:.al,__ ve '-- i-"nt"'eg,_ra:..:te'-'d _w_it'--h -'-s '-'ub"-tl '-e '-an...:.d_ re'--fi_ne'-'d"- , _if _no "-t2qu'--it"-e -"gn__,p-"p _ing"-'-'so_ ni-'-c -"pe'--rt-'o _rm_a_nc-'e---�- -;.-----40 '---- 168 
JVC AX-V4 200 Respectable pertormance for a Pro-Logic AV amplifier. Lacks resolution and sparkle, though 63 1805 157 
JVC AX-R 5 200 Versatile, and lots of even-handed, articulate detail; but let down by superticiality ---=---=--'----=--=--'--=-----. 45 1466 149 

� Kenwood KA-3020SE 200 Not a brilliant phono stage, but this is a lively, exuberant sounding amp via CD 50 1130 134 
Kenwood KA-5090R 300 Large, well equipped and high tech integrated, but TRAITR output still gives a harsh, unsubtle pertormance 65 171 
Krell Digital KAV-300i 2,550 EISA Award winner with balanced inputs and AV friendly outlook, sound is confident and three-dimensronal (Statements) ISO 1825 160 

_Linn Majik.'-"(P -'h"-on:::o,_) ___ :-=8.:.00:__----'-The cornerstone of Linn's modular hi-fi system is innovative, but sounds vague and confused 33 1013 129 
� M�gnum IA120 265 Mirror finish amplifier with a bold, colourtul delivery, but needs careful system matching to avoid loss of focus and clarity 65 171 
4 Magnum IA17 0 330 Gives a realistic sense of instruments playing within a very believable acouslic. preserves colour and dynamtcs well 

- --:--:---:----,-
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� Magnum IA-200 495 Sweet. valve-flavoured solid state amplifier flatters where it doesn't cast light. Note, power output listed is peak 1860 162 
� Magnum Class A 690 Lashings of rich and compelling music, but the Class A trades lushness for accuracy 116 

Marantz PM-57 200 Well equipped but ultimately anodyne amplifier which lacks for nothing but star quality 171 
� Marantz PM-66SE 230 A bit lush, and power output is limited, but it communicates well and gives airy, large-scale music. An excellent budget b:.:U:-_Y _ _:__.::.._;__:--=._:__-=- 167 
4 Marantz PM66 KI-Signature 400 An amplifier that knows how to rock and roll with holographrc detail and stereo, but prefers small/medrum scale acoustrc rna:.:: te:::ri::: al___:__:_____:��-r 168 

Micromega Minium Amp 
__!'lission Cyrus llli 

� Mission Cyrus SL 
� Musical Fidelity A2 
� Musical Fidelity A220 
� Musical Fidelity El 

__!'lyryad Ml l20 
4 NAD 310 
4 NAD 312 
� NAD 314 

350 Excellent musical pertormance but doesn't like high levels or low impedance speakers 1806 157 
__ 50_ 0 _Beautifully presented, but mid-dominated balance and other anomalies were not liked. Upgradeable using PSX unit PSU ---=-----'--: ---

:
--'---c:

-----'__;_:_--.:.18'-'5'--4 162 
__ 39�arp, articulate amplifier, and superb, outgoing midband with lean though well-extended bass- and build quality to die for 50 168 

499 Lucid, transparent midband and a full upper bass are provided by this highly proficient AI replacement 25 1862 162 
700 Powertul, authoritative and well turned-out ampl�ier that is easy to match with comparably priced speakers and source components.----'=---=--- 50 168 
199 Vivid, richly flavoured tonality and realislically scaled imagery distinguish this new entry level Richer Sounds special 30 171 
530 Desprte an ultra-modern appearance, the old-fashioned cold, dry transistor sound 60 1747 154 
I 00 Fleet and sure of foot, it seems likely to set all appendages tappmg wrth tts blend of enthusiasm:..:accn.:.d .:. artf= ul'--ne:..:sc:.s _____ .::__�---'--

-:c.__-..::2.:. 0 __ .:.14-'6:.::8---=-14:..: 9_ 
200 Another great budget pnce NAD, and a worthy all-round successor to the 302 25 171 
260 Lively if coloured presentation that is musically eng::.<ag,_in"'g --'a'--nd=- e=a:..: sy,__o'-'n'--1 '--he=-e=a"-r ______________ �- 53 1807 157 
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INTEGRATED AMPLIFIERS 
Product Price(£) Comments 'f' 'f' 'f' 'f' 'f' 'f' 'f' 'f' 'f' 
Nairn Nait 3 575 Distinct1ve and highly musical sounding integrated amp. Perhaps too distinctive for some tastes 

Orelle SA-100 449 A mus1cally rewarding amplifier that grows on you. Trace of coarseness m treble 
Pioneer A-204R 160 The A-204R makes no spec1al cla1ms beyond bemg well equ1pped and cheap, but it displayed unexpected talent on test 
Pioneer A-300R 200 Its bright and breezy sound is a natural tonic to those of us worn down by the ongoing stress of life 
Pioneer A-400X 300 On second audition, this amp was tonally unchanged but less compelling 
Pioneer A-300R Precision 4DO Sophisticated, breathed-on vanant of the A-300R. Not an obvious w1nner. but will slowly w1n you over w1th its sub�e charms 
Pioneer A-605R 400 Intriguing technology, but execution is certainly impeded by excessive gadget count 
Prime Design A-lOO 650 Dynamic but somewhat aggressive powerhouse with limited stereo interest (either MM or MC phono) 
Pro-ject Model 7 300 A minimalist amplifier brimming with good intent. but too quirky for its own good. Either MM or MC 
�ad 77 Integrated 700 Compact and sophisticated Quad system amp, limited range of inputs when used with 'foreign' components (optional system remote) 
_Rega Eti!X 398 Minimalist amplifier derived from Elicit, is a little uninspiring, though at least it is not badly behaved 
Roksan Caspian 695 Well-bmlt. open and articulate amplifier. wh1cfl1s also cons1stent from system to system. and well built 
Rose Scion 615 Unique two-box integrated gives real subtlety and low level resolution, but the sound lacks scale and weight 
Rotel RA-931 !50 Rather dry and unforgiving sound from th1s internally well specified and attractively priced amplifier 
Rotel RA970BX 250 Lively, fresh and perky with plenty of power, but not so clever with complex recordings 
Sony TA-F246E 200 Relaxed quality that seduces with its guile and subtlety, MM input is a bit laconic but CO is very tidy and composed 
Sony TA-F448BE 250 Classic minimalist interface is matched to carefully considered circuit to broadly satisfactory effect - but keep the volume in check 
Talk Electronics Storm 1 500 Good soundstaging and strong detail are provided by this unassuming and not especially powerful model 
TEAC A-BX7R 700 Charactertul balance mars an otherwise meticulously designed amplifier. Includes a balanced input. optional MM/MC stage 
Technics SU-A700 Mk 3 250 Fully equipped, high-tech amplifier ultimately fails the 'is it Stork ... 7' test. and can sound messy and inarticulate 
Woodside ISA230 Disc 1,249 Smooth and inoffensive valve amplifier, though it lacks the sparkle and euphony required for a truly entertaining sound 
Yamaha AX-592 280 Fine, middle ranking amplifier, with a detailed, dynamic midband, and some performance falloff at the frequency extremes 
Preamplifiers 
Acurus Rl11 899 Well-featured US preamp with plenty of grunt and depth when used with the AlSO power amp (Sessions) 
AMC CVTI 030A 400 Budget valve preamp, modest build and a bit noisy, with fair sound 

4 Audio Innovations l1 369 Reviewed with S800 Anniversary - explicitly detailed, conveys the message of the music as a whole 
Audiolab 8000C 550 Distinctive, stark neutrality that will not appeal to all. Good value engineering 
Audiolab 80000 _1_10Q_ Tested with 800DM monoblocks 

4 Aura CA200 700 FleXIble. well des1gned can sound sligbtly aggresswe. but rt's fast. clean and dynamic. and makes compellmg l1stenmg 
4 Conrad-Johnson PV-IOA 1,295 Beautiful imaging, superb detail. plenty of gain on the phono input; classy build too. Tested in Sessions 
4 Copland CTA-301Mkll 1,399 Sweet sounding- but never gets bogged down in audio treacle 
4 Cyrus Pre 650 Tested with Cyrus Power. High-tech design, punchy, light-footed character with a sense of substance and natural warmth 

Densen DM-20 1,200 Stylish Danish preamp with a pair of huge knobs and effortless resolution and a slightly dark balance (Statements) 
4 EAR 802MC 2,599 Tested with 509 Mk 11 - see comments in power amp section 
4 ECA Vista 760 Wind up the volume and blow a breath of fresh musiC 1nto your system (lesled With Lectern) 

Exposure XVII 849 Superbly rhythmical; maybe a bit overpowering in the midband. Tested in Sessions with XVIII Super 
4 Jadis JP-30MC 5,978 French tubes, JP-30MC has beautiful build, nostalgic styling and delightful midrange. (tested with JA30) 

LFD Mistral Unestage 499 Strong ergonomics, generally decent sound, but a little lacking in detail 
Meridian 501 695 T1ght, positive sound, but dispassionate; intense at high levels. Tested with 555 
Meridian 562V 995 Transparent and capable preamp, also features six digital inputs 
Meridian 502 �tremely sophisticated analogue controller with tremendous flexiblity and a fast and tidy presentation (Statements) 

4 Moth 30 Passiwe 149 Modular system gJves ccaclung results. PaSSive preamp and power amp warrant Best Buy (tested wrth 30/Stereo 60) 
- -

-
Moth 30 Active Line Stage 349 Excellent sounding ultra-simple miniature preamp 
Muse Model Three 1,990 Natural sounding tranny preamp with useful audiophile features. Works beautifully with 160 power amp (tested in Statements) 

4 Musical Fidelity F2 500 Subtle, sweet-sounding preamp with strong presence 
4 _I!AO 1}4 270 Beer-budget preamp, sounds focused, detailed and consistent 

4 
4 
4 

4 

4 

Naim NAC92R 599 Upgradeable preamp uses proprietary socketry, etc. See NAP90 power amp for comments 
Quad 77 Pre 850 Sophrsticated design wrth 2-way remote conbnl oonsole: open mlourlul soond and Ye1J flexible 
Rega Hat 998 Dedicated to Exon power amps - passive line stages 
Rose RV-23 450 You can pay more to get a more transparent sound, but it's hard to criticise at the price 
Rote! RC9708X Mkll 175 Confident, consistent sound. reviewed (in Sessions) with RB970BXMkll power amps 
Sumo Athena IlB 767 Tested with Polaris Ill. Big, natural and tidy-sounding with very natural reproduction of acoustic and electric instruments 
Talk Hurricane 2L 649 Design of integrity which gets to the heart, if not the soul, of the music 
Thorens TIP2000F 699 Glamorous, shoebox-format, minima list pre with fine detail and some granularity 
Woodside SC26 Phono 2,233 Synergistic with STA35, with a cool. controlled sound, good focus and transparency (tested with STA35) 
Power amplifiers 
Acurus A150 899 
Alchemist Kraken/Pwr 529 

Tested with RLI1 preamp. Powerful remote-control US combo with a slightly forward inclination 
------=-----=--Ha'-rd'- ly,_a'-'c-'-cu'-ra'-'te'-', but entertaining nevertheless 
AMC CVT2100A 600 Astonishing value valve/MOSFET hybrid with KT88 output, but lacks the magic of the best valves 

4 Arcam A.lpha P 400 :..:..:::c.:..:..::=-=-----:.::.=.._.:::Ctea=r·..::.mlou= rlul and well-<llsciplined, the An:am IS a stmng al-muncler lhat canllllllpele wrth COIMCtion 
=:..::....:==------"=- -=S.:.cw::::itc:::h=able triode, ultralinear output stage. In triode mode, these are 15 of the sweetest Watts around. Surprisingly gutsy 

=::--
----:-==-.---:Ca=n::..:soond== sliglltly aggressive, but ifs fast cleaoJ and dynamic, and ma2s Cllqldl� listemng 

.:.:=:=:=-==,=
=----�'---=Strong, controlled sound: confident bass, but colourless. Tested with 80000 

4 _
Art Audio Quintet 

4 Aura PAlOO 
Audiolab 8000M 
Audio Research VT60 
Copland CTA-505 

4 Cyrus Power 

Densen DM-30 

4 EAR 509 Mk 11 
4 ECA Lectern 

Exposure XVIII Super 

4 Jadis JA-30 
LFD Mistral Power 

HI-F/ CHOICE 

1 ,393 
700 
800 

_1,395 Ranks as 'must try' American cultural item (tested in Statements). Tube design 
2,092__ Grown-up amplifier with a refined, yet never over-civilised air 
498 ----'-'-'--"'-'es"'tec:.d_w....: it,_h "'Cy'-'-rus Pre. Punchy, light footed character with a sense of substance and natural warmth (bridgeable) 

1,200 
3,699 
880 

Fluid,valve-like power amp with eHortless resolution and a slightly dark balance (Statements) 
_::c_=--=-Co:c.m-=b'-in'-in,_ g sonic strengths of transistors and valves, this amp warrants attention (tested with 802) 

-=-..::.Tested==-wrth::::: ·=· YJS!a wm "11 the voiJme am llDr a bre<itb ollresln ll'lJlSit IJlD P" syslem 
849 

_2.9� 
--c:

:':'::- ..::S"'Iig "'ht:.: d:.::: ullness and hardness, but great 'boogie fac--,to_r'
----:c

--:- c:--,--,--,--,-,---,--
French tubes, JP-30MC has beautiful build, nostalgic styling and delightful midrange (tested with £5,978 JP30) 
Infectious upper band vitality, but LF dynamics lacking, and lacks 'grip' and transparency 449 

1748 154 
1749 154 

171 
1469 149 
1545 138 
1863 162 

168 
168 

1264 142 
168 

1865 162 
168 
168 
171 

1546 138 
1471 149 

171 
1868 162 
1869 162 
1870 162 

116 
171 

6 
6 165 

97 

10 165 

!55 

63 

142 
60 

165 

140 

165 
166 
165 
165 
165 
165 
165 

77 

165 
165 
100 

155 
164 

63 

142 
60 

165 
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POWER AMPLIFIERS (CONTINUED) 
('"" '4f "'-�'o. � "'-�'o. :t'4fo� Op-s-o., 11-i'q o. se.,l'.t 'ssq" 

:r '"'"'o'J: '"'"''::'"'"':,_o,.rq�soc.t:;"'olf�c"1";o..,8"!o..,8"q 
... 

Meridian 555 750 

Meridian 557 1,400 

Michell Alecto 1,150 

Moth 60 Watt Stereo 599 

Moth 30 Series Monobloks 879 

Muse Model160 2,290 

Musical Fidelity FX2 800 

Myryad MA120 450 

NAD 214 370 -
Nairn NAP90 450 

Quad 77 Power 600 

Rep Exon 2,194 

Rote! RB-970BX Mkll 225 

�RB-980BX 475 

Sumo Polaris Ill 950 

Talk Tornado 2 599 

Thorens TIAZOOO 599 

S111METRIC.IL A twisbid pair rj aJ1duc1Dr.i. 

By providing an open window on the music, this amp is wide open to RF and low leveiiM distortions I I 60 1303 145 

Hefty British lump with balanced inputs and a transparent, nimble sound with no shortage of power (Statements) I I I I 200 162 

Open, well focused imagery with natural, refined textures I ! I I 50 I m 
Miniature power amp lacks control and finesse, not comfortable with difficult speaker loads I I I I 60 I 165 

Tested with Active Preamp. While demonstrating solid, even balance it proved adept at delivering v1tal musical qualities I ' I I 100 I �55 

Transparent muscle amp with minimal character and a natural performer in both scale and tone (tested in Statements) I 1 I I 160 I 166 

Quality build and imposing presentation is married to strong power yield, tonal colour and finesse I I I ! 100 I 165 

Based in Mll20 integrated- see for comments, but sounds significantly better when bi-amped with Mll20 I r I I 60 I 165 

A little lightweight, but detailed, consistent sound quality, and excellent value for money I f I I 80 I 165 

Power amp from a Nail integrated with some improvements i I I I I I 30 I 165 --
Open, bold and colourful, with m1ld compression I I I I 85 I 165 

Monoblock, priced each, dedicated for Hal preamp. Bold, outgoing, in-command kind of sound 1 I I I 125 I 165 

Tested with RC970BX Mkll in Sessions (see preamp section) I r I I 60 I 144 

Tames enthusiastically recorded material with a laid-back and occasionally smeared sound (tested with RC980BX) I I I I 120 155 

Tested with Athena IlB. Big, natural and tidy-sounding with very natural reproduction of acoustic and electric instruments I I I I 164 1305 145 

Good, but slightly retiring sound which lacks the authority to stand out in a crowd I I I I 65 165 

low power shoe-box format, but gutsy and surprisingly subtle and articulate 1 I I I 30 I 165 

C 
abies are not just accessories, but an integral part of a system. 

Inevitably some cables are better than others. The best cable 

for your system will only be found tlhrough trial and error, but by 

combining our recommendations with those of a dealer, you will end up 

with sometlhing suitable. Generally speaking , budget to spend about 10 
per cent of the total system cost on cables. 

• Digital interconnects connect CD transports to DACs, and are 

traditionally coaxial witlh a 75 Ohm impedance. They come in optical and 

electrical varieties , the former being made of plastic or glass. The prices 

shown are for a terminated linear metre. 

• Analogue interconnects are tlhe leads tlhat connect source components 

to amplifiers and pre to power amps. The cables in tlhis section are priced 

for a one-metre terminated pair. 

• Speaker cables are used between the amplifier and speaker. Our prices 

are per unterminated metre. Termination (plugs and soldering) costs vary 

witlh brands. 

� Best buy � Recommended 

COMW.: A centralllor OOIOJcb and a shield that canies the 
negativesiillal. 

SOlJDCORE, Sir€1e ormultiple, indMdual�insulated strands. 

COPPER: Mallm used for coodoctoc 
SILVER, Material used for conductoc 

FACTSBACK NUMBER, The Factsback reference for 

ordering a fax copy of the review. Use the contents page 

to find the Factsback information page. 

ISSUE NUMBER, The issue of Hi-Fi Choice in whK:h the Oliginal 

re�ew appear ed. 

SliWilED: Mdliple sbands willl 00 il1l!!rvelq insulaOOn. DIG CABLE lYP£: 0 -optical difjtal, E - electrical difjtal. 
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CABLES (CONTINUED) 

lFD Spirolink 11 
lFD Trilink 

70 
150 

Price for O.lm length. Strong and confident sound enhancing bass depth and subtlety, concentrates on the meat of the music 
Price for O.lm length. Warm and luxurious sound but a little too fruity in balance, treble is a little subdued, bass detached 

linn Phono to Phono 47 

Monster lnt erlink 200 20 
Monster lnterlink 300 30 

Encourages a delicate pertormance underpinned by a strong and authontative bass 

F===== "'-----+---""�--"'Colourtul in an appealing rather than contrived sense, bass is slightly over-blown, large and ingratiating sound stage 

--� - -
Monster lnterlink 400 
Monster lnterlink 500 

Richer, smoother more civilised sound than 200 with improved articulation and reduced sibilance 
----'---'-'---' C"'ompromised by a grainy top end, treble and vocal range sound particularly sharp and untidy 40 

50 -" Sounds rather good, providing a livelier and more interesting account of music than most sub £100 � 
80 

100 l 
F=::.:..c=�::c:c:.:_ -c+�:-"---'N"'o'-'t a .. s_.b"'rig"'h"-t o-c r_-a .,gg"'re,.ss"'iv._,.e_.a"'__"s the 400 but treble is strangely lumpy, muted and manipula--'te_d _-_od_ d_ c_ab_ le_c

--
- ---+-.

-
-+-r--+-

�---li--'-�T:-::-­
Easy on the ear but rather contrived. slightly clanky treble fails to integrate with the smoother but splodgy midband 

4 100 Offers a full and big sound, neutral yet very solid and confident in delivery. Expansive imaging retains music's energy ___ :--=--+-:-=-+--J-=-!--=-+--t--t==--

4 

200 Detailed enough but there's a sense of distance between the music and the listener, vox are coarse rather than liquid 
Flat black cable that is distinctive but slightly coloured- but not in a wholly negative manner 

c===�--::c==---- ---
.__::_:-j---'Uncongested and even handed balance if slightly flat imagewise, retains impact but has a vaguely untransparent quality 

----
r-
---t-P�Ieasantly unlatiguing and competitively pnced cable that lacks detail and insight 

,.---,-�----.--'� Dynamically sensrtrve and muddle-free. Unsure about the flesh-coloured finish though .. 
Encourages an upbeat and snappy sound that's driven by leading edges, full and rumbustious bass maintains an even tempo 

4 45 Very compatible cable that wins through with a naturally balanced and realistically dynamic sound. 6N purity copper 

4 Tara Labs Prism 22 56 Delivers a fresh and detailed sound wit�r and bright treble giving it a free, quick and dynamic character 
4 ._!ara labs Quantum CO 75 Lacking in obvrous vices, neutral and transparent. there's also a good solid bass. Vox are not always as intimate as possible 

1 Tara labs Pr�m 33 90 A pedestrian cable that sounds lively but muddled. Quite dynamic, qurte rich, quite smooth but also quite indistinct 
Transparent Audio Music link 119 No aggressive nasties to tax the ears, neither does it sparkle with inspirational detail. Only suited to low output impedances 
g.;v.::. anccd.:ce:.:;nc:.H:.:: u'-1 T:.:;hc:.e.::.St :.co:..crm ::.__....,..c2:_:5_--:P--:ri =ce--:fo"r_-Oc:.8ccm--::::len gth. Rich and warm bu�s is rolled off, however there's plenty of drive and high frequencies are clean 

4 50 Price for 0.8m length. Hybrid carbon-fibre/copper cable that is a paragon of naturalness. Airy and well controlled 

4 210 Using 12,000 carbon fibres, a gentle and subtle sounding cable that conveys oodles of information but lacks dynamic po::uc:. nc"'h'---r----i-=--;_::-+-. ;---f- --
,.---'==--t==-

4 225 Wondertully open and relaxing but also intimately detailed, slightly softens percussive dynamics 
50 A restrained but useful cable for taming lively CD players, dynamics lack freedom, treble lacks clarity 

4 180 Unusual but highly expressive and detailed with a hint of graininess on powertul vocals 

�· · �· �-.�--------------------........... 
110 Ostensibly an analogue cable but gives�aty and natural pertormance when used for digital duty 1704 131 

1--"-
--::

-'---- ----1_20
'-<

_G_ ood level of midband detail but frequency extremes lack depth an:.:;d:_:e::cxt"'en"'s"'io"-n ------------ -+------'-L.--4--r.-4 
�c:...;_==--=::c--:-'-'---....:1.::.00� - -'A'-s:ccilver cable with all the drive of Video Z but lacking its clear cut transparency 

40 Lacks deep rounded bass and treble is coloured with a spittiness, a little rough and ready 
32 A connection with a stranded inner core and a sound that lacks integration 
50 Price for 0.6m length. Lively detailed treble, drives music along confidently with no hint of fizz 

r---"----------+-2=-= 0
----.-

Very similar to Bandridge AL560; sound is lacklustre 
4 28 Can seem slightly impassrve but there's no avoiding its exceptionally detailed sound 

4 25 Extended but soft-edged treble that's mercifully free of fatigueing colourations, plenty of weight, smooth vox 

4 50 Appears to be a bog-standard PMNA fibre, yet sounds a little brighter and livelier than� 

4 Slightly grainy highly compatible cable with coherent and forward dynamic quality 
A thin, coaxial version of Leyline Black with a rather hard an� unforgiving character. Too expensrve 
A top pertormance, low-loss 750hm coax with a very open, almost liqurd quality 
Sounds detailed, very clean and very extended. but bass is less well resolved - a  treat for high-end systems 

4 Spacious, positive and engaging if a bit over crisp at times, very compelling however 

4 ..:..::::_::::::--::..::.:...=== =:.:_...-:.:c__-.:.:An AY-cum-digital cable that nearly beats QED's Digiflex, but emphasises sibilants 
4 van den Hut The First Exceptionally natural albert slightly dark or cautrous compared to some, plenty of subtle information and beautiful integration 

Loudspeaker Cables 
4.50 Supplied m linear. non-polarised lengths that should be twisted into stereo pairs. Sounds rather grippy and forward 

Well SUited to valve systems, elastic bass, methodical but unintrusive and musical 

108 
108 

Audio Note AN-D 
4 E Note AN-8 � 
4 Audio Note AN-l 
4 Audio Note AN-SP 
4 Au;fioQ;;;;st F-14 

Fruity bass and expressive vocal rendition was appreciated by the panel which was happ,_y t2o-=a.:.:cc"'ep'-'t-"it"-s :.:fo:.:ib:.:les=----------;c-=--+-:---+=--:---7-=--+--"='-l.:=-­

Audioquest Type 4 
Audioquest Cobalt 2 

A calm and civilised presentation, very quiet in the way it reveals subtle low level detail. Great poise and clarity 
1.95 Ideal for laying under carpets, F-14 encourages a slightly warm and vibrant sound 

�.9� Four 18-gauge OFHC copper conductors wound in a Litz-type fashion increases capacitance but restrains the cable's 'bite' 
45 A rather polite and anaemic sound that bubbles gently with detail and is largely uncoloured and cautiously spacious 

Tel: 0787 348 5676 (2.00-7.00 pm) 
Fax: 07 87 34 7 9368 

Esoteric High Fidelity CABLES 

Dealers in: Absolute, Audio Note, Audioquest, Deltec,€--lectrocompaniet, Harmonix, Kimber, Mandrake, 

. . . the RIGHT cables 
MIT, Siltech, Symo, Transparent, Van den Hul, WBT and others . 

... in YOUR system 

. . . for YOUR ears 

Contact us by phone, tax, or letter and we'll do 

our best to help you achieve your goal . 

(Auditions may be subject to a handling charge) ... in YOUR home 

CONNECTIONS 13 John Princes Street, London W1 M 9HB (A division of Connection 90' Travel Ltd.) 
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CABLES (CONTINUED) 
Product Proce(£) Comments 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 

Audioquest Crystal 18 
1 Band ridge SF LC1070 �p-

4 Bandridge SF LC1259 1 
I Band ridge Highflex LC2604 3.50 

4 1Bandridge LC7409 3.85 

4 Cable Talk Talk 3.1 2.25 
Cable Talk 4.1 4.25 
Chord Myth 5.95 
DNM LSC350 6.95 

4 DNM LSCB500 5.95 

4 DPA Black Sixteen 90 

4 Gale XL189 0.99 

4 Gale XL315 2 

4 Gale XUG0-2 2.50 

4 Goertz M2 20 
Heybrook Heywire 

4 lxos 603 
lxos 604 

4 Kimber 4TC 19.68 
Kimber 4TC Double-wire 40 
Mission Quartet 7.90 
Monster Cable XP 1.50 
Nairn NACA 5 5.11 'Nordost Octava 2.95 
Ortofon SPK!OO 3 

4 Ortofon SPK300 

Puresonic 7845 1.95 
Puresonic 7891 2.85 
QED Qudos 2.50 
QED Profile 9 
QED Profile 8 

Silver Sounds 12 gauge 12 
Sonic Link S300 18 

4 Soniclink AST50 1.95 

4 1 Transparent Audio Musichord 11.42 

4 Transparent Audio Wave 22.84 
Tech+Link OFC79 

van den Hul The Clearwater 

van den Hul CS122 19 
van den Hul The Magnum 31 

4 van den Hul The Wind 35 
van den Hul Revolution 64 
XLO Pro Type 62E_ 4 
XLO Pro 600 16.60 

Neutral balance is spoiled by some graininess and smearing 
Bas1c f1gure 8 bellw1re, lightweight balance and a softness that d1lutes even the strongest bass 
Fresh and open. bubbly and natural!� colourful soundstage that's ne1ther forced or unduly edgy. Treble is slightly messy 
Substantial 6mm2 conductor produces weighty but ploddy music that lacks transparency 
Detailed and up-beat cable. A bit too steely for classical strings 
Quite well-balanced but tends to lose bass lines in complex music 
Smooth and cultured sound that lacks fine detail and is a bit too restrained ---- --- ---
Light and airy tonality may please, but bass is recessed and detail not outstanding 
MaJors on mid band and lower treble lucidity at the expense of bass and extreme treble extension 
H1gh 1mpedance can Influence the treble response. but th1s was a wmner on sound per pound. B1-w1re 
Unflappable resolution of fine musical details, there's no dampening of dynamics. simply oodles of taut information 
Slightly bnght and not that subtle, but a perfectly acceptable cable for any starter system 
A little lack1ng m detail but_plenty of life and excellent value 
Rhythmic and bouncy-sounding bi-wire cable. Can be slightly manipulative 
Remarkably detailed, smooth, neutral and with excellent bass; check amplifier compatibility 
This well-meaning facsimile of earlier ribbon cables ends up sounding lumpy and uneven 
B1g and expansive-sounding cable, full and engagmg while retaming a hrgh degree of neutrality 
Mid range is detailed and surprisingly smooth but treble is hard and synthetic and the bass no better 
A well-balanced cable with good performance in all areas 
A variation on a Kimber classic which produces a rich and weighty sound, but isn't quite as transparent as single runs 
Mixed, inoffensive sound, adds guttural resonance to vocals and could be generally more coherent. Si-wire 
XP offers plenty of slightly soft bass and a slightly rounded treble, a relaxed cable whose indiscretions are not bothersome 
Described as a 'dinosaur of a cable', this stiff wire rod doesn't belong outside Naim systems. But it works a treat in them 
Fair bass but confused treble and some coloration 
Grey-soundmg and strips instruments of their natural richness and resonance, a bit bass shy too 
Tremendously open and atmospheric with robust full blooded bass, and dynamic too if slightly bright at times 
Brg, weighty sound- but too messy and bloated for its own good 
Chunky cable design, shame about the sound quality 
Despite high-tech design and excellent Air-Loc plugs, the music failed to gel 
Good mid range and treble balance, but bass is rather slack and detail not outstanding 
Sophrsticated flat cable that lacks decent bass and get up and go 
Basic 'homemade' construction gives fairly neutral sound, though not outstandingly competitive 
Happiest with simple music; tends to smudge detail in complex pieces 
it may look like bell-wire, but AST50 sounds detailed, ordered and balanced 
Sweet, open and refined treble. a bit of breathy exuberance and can sound slightly lackadaisical 
Very close to the sound of 'no cable', .Qf1e of the very best. Slightly softens treble detail 
Bargain basement cable that sounds cosy, but suffers from a wobbly bass 
Despite its evocative title, the Clearwater turns out to be a disappointingly murky-sounding cable 
Smooth and articulate with superb focus and control, its sheer coherence makes it a winner (tested in Sessions) 
Touted as vdH's most prestigious twin lead cable, Magnum sounds soft and old fashioned 
'The Wind' kicks up a storm with its lush midrange and bone-crunching bass' 
Silver-plated OFC combined with carbon fibre prompts a sombre character with an easy and relaxed treble 
Lively but natural and relaxed-sounding but a hint of congestion at frequency extremes 
Basically neutral tonality but can become aggressive and two-dimensional 

Cartridges 

• 168 
• 1713 133 

1713 133 
1714 133 
1800 157 

168 
1800 157 

168 
168 

1716 133 
1717 133 

168 
1800 !57 
1800 157 

168 
109 

1718 133 
1719 133 

168 
133 

1722 133 
1723 133 

109 
168 
133 
133 

1800 157 
1800 157 
1800 157 

168. 
1800 157 

168 
168 

1800 157 
1728 133 
1728 133 
1800 !57 

109 
!53 
109 
109 

1726 133 
1726 133 

168 

C 
artridges fall into two groups: high output MM (moving 

magnet) models, capable of working directly into most 

phono inputs; and generally more expensive low and 

very low output MC (moving coil) models. MC cartridges usually 

have better mechanical integrity, tighter tolerances and give better 

performance. Many amplifiers are no longer equipped with the 

necessary phono input for a cartridge, and a separate phono stage 

is necessary. Phono input equipped valve designs need a 

transformer to cope with MC cartridges. 

sensitiv� �n� disc am�fu inputs . 

REPLACEABLE SlYLUS: Most MM cartlidges have a stylus that 

can be removed and replaced. 

• Cartridge/amplifier interfacing can be very subtle, but even basic 

high output MM designs benefit in overall balance from optimised 

amplifier capacitance loading. 

� Best buy � Recomm.ended 

OUTPUT (MVJ: Cartlid&e ou1put in millivolts. 

MASS (g): Cartiidge mass can affect arm cOOice. 

FACTSBACK NUMBER: The factsback reference for ordering a lax 

copy oft!lereview. 

ISSUE NUMBER: The issue of Hi-fi Choice m which tile anginal 

review appeared. 

CARTRIDGES ... 
41 Audio Note lo IIV 1,695 

4 Audio Technica AT-95E 19 

4 Audio Technica ART-1 944 

4 Denon DlllO 70 
Denon DL160 90 
Denon OL103 lOO 

4 Denon OL304 200 
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CARTRIDGES (CONTINUED) 
Product Price(£) Comment 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 

Dynavector Karat 1702 mk2 449 
Dynavector XX-1L 998 
Dynavector XX-1 998 
Goldring Elan 19 
Goldring 1012GX 79 
Goldring 1022GX 99 
Goldring Eroica LX 110 
Goldring 1042 120 
Goldring Elite 220 
Grado Prestige Gold 150 
Linn K9 125 
London Decca Maroon 259 
London Decca S Gold 339 
lyra Lydian 649 
lyra Clavis Da Capo 995 
Ortofon 510/P 38 
Ortofon 520/P 65 
Ortofon MC10 Super 100 
Ortofon MCJ Turbo 130 
Ortofon MC15 Super 11 130 
Ortofon MC25E 180 
Ortofon MC25FL 249 
Ortofon MCJO Supreme 525 
Ortofon MCJOOOII 1,100 
Ortofon MCSOOO 1,500 
Rega Bias 39 
Rega Elys 85 
Roksan Corus Black 130 
van den Hut MM-1 250 
van den Hut DDT-11 699 
van den Hut MC-10 799 
van den Hut MC-One 999 
van den Hut MC-Two 1,349 
van den Hut G' hopper IIIGLA 2,999 

Clean and controlled sound with taut, tuneful bass. Detailed and musically cogent 0 .15 5.3 158 

Very clear, very detailed; a response lift around 20kHz seems to do no har_m __ 0.25 12 84 
Good, but not immensely competitive at the price, and not helped by comparison with the low output version 2.0 12 84 
A lightweight and frisky-sounding MM apparently based on Nagaoka MM4 body 5.0 67 

Slightly harsh but plenty of life and detail. Some high frequency colouration apparent 6.5 85 

As with 1012, a touch harsh; detail and transient purity improved 6.5 85 

Not the most subtle cartridge in the world: can sound edgy at times, but lively and informative 0.5 84 
Not terribly subtle, and not such good value alongside 1012 and 1022 Quite lively though 6.5 6 91 
The basics are right, and it will cheerfully tackle any source material, but its sound has a certain dirtiness 0.5 8 103 
R1ch sounding w1th an unusually refmed top-end for a movmg magnet-type cartndge 4 6 158 

Lmn improved this model by beefing up the Basik's bodywork and adding a super stylus 4.5 Col 
Now manufactured under the London brand name, this Decca cartridge is as iconoclastic as ever 5.0 67 

Immediate and detailed, but coloured, nonlinear with a questionable effect on records 5.0 84 
Superbly capable all-round musical performer that improves markedly when its body cover is removed 0.3 158 
A stable tracker, and one of _Qle finest cartridges we've heard 0.1 143 

For the price, a good blend of virtues -weight, clanty and neutrality 3.0 85 

Sensitive to load capacitance, the 520/P has a lively, effervescent sound 3.0 67 

"What a delightfully sweet-sounding cartndge th1s is . .  "we said 0.3 48 

The 3 Turbo is bright. cheerful and bouncy, but unsubtle- take it as it comes 3.3 103 
A good all-rounder, w1th outstanding resolution . 1f slightly bright and close up 0.35 103 

An excellent upgrade for a mid-price turntable 0.5 11 139 

A bit too stark and honest, but faithful to what's on the LP 0.5 11 139 

Highly detailed and even-sounding cartridge that has a special affinity with female vocal recordings 0.5 10.7� 158 

A real eye-opener. Nothing to criticise anywhere, one of the very best 0.12 
' 

10 84 
Limited tracking ability, bright and forward sound, but good stereo 0.12 10 91 
Difficult to mount in some arms due to its shallow build, the Bias offers a gentle, refined sound 5 67 

Clearly superior to the Bias. the Elys is more detailed. accurate and convincing 5.0 67 

Recognisably related to the Corus Blue, but smoother and more civilised 6.5 91 
If woody midrange could be tamed, imaging and security would pull it through 5.5 103 
Outstanding stereo imaging and neutral balance are appealing, but rhythmically the DDT-11 is a bit lazy 0.35 7.6 158 
A neutral, balanced performer, gives fine depth and focus and a firm, extended bass 0.4 60 
This extended all the positive qualities of the 10, but added greater authority and scale- worth all the extra money 0.4 60 
MC-Two rewards with a highly detailed yet fluid and musically convincing portrayal 72 
Undoubtedly one of the finest cartridges available, it has tremendous bandwidth, energy and finesse 122 

T 
he compact cassette is still the world's most versatile and 

ubiquitous music storage medium. Buffs may wrinkle their noses, 

but they all use it. 

There should be no problems in connecting a cassette deck to any normal 

amplifier, but some care needs to be taken in choosing the best tapes for a 

Twin decks offer the option to dub tapes and play two cassettes 

secuentially. Autoreverse is a useful feature, but usually implies some 

mechanical compromise. Useful facilities include tape monitor switching 

and Dolby S. 

specific machine. (Trial and enror is one effective technique, but many decks � � have manual bias adjustment and some match up to the tape automatical�) t_q Best buy «.(j Recommended 

DOI.BY C: A rather oxtreme noise-redoction system not usual� 

associatEd wil!1 rugh soond quality. 

for cassette recording 

3-HEAD: n you want to f11011itor a recording while you am making 

� a thilll head o essential. 

AUTOREVERSE: AuiDmatical� plays both �des of the cassette. 

AUTO CAliBRATION: The dock will automatical� set up �as and 

EQforany tape. 

FACTSBACK NUMBER: The faclsback mference for ordering a fax 

copy of the review. Use the contents page to find the factstiack 

information page. DOI.BYS: A desirable derivative of the Dolby SR professional 

noise-redoction system. lWIN DECK: Contains t'Ml decks for dubbing and continoous 

play. In most instaoces on� one deck win record. 

ADJUSTABLI BIAS: Bias can be manual� set to surr the tape 

being used. DOI.BY IIX-PRO: System desiwred by B&O to extend headroom 

CASSEnE DECKS 
Aiwa AD-F450 120 Basic but well-designed budget deck, astonishing value: only the poor metenng gtves the game away 
Aiwa AD-WX727 170 High-class twin for those who want bells, whistles - and music 
Denon DRM-550 160 There are some technical limitations, but this rema;ns a line sounding deck, and excellent value 
Denon DRW-580 200 Twin deck: OK for casual use, but will quickly pall w1th more qual1ty crit1cal applications 
Denon DRS-640 200 Draw-loading deck, with simple facilities and smooth, well-adjusted sound 
Denon DRM-650S 230 An all-round improvement on predecessors, offers a wide-ranging, disciplined sound. Dol by S is not the best feature 
Denon DRM-740 270 Breathed-on ORM-71 0, with good external treatment, offers good, 1f somewhat detached sonics 
Denon DRS-810 310 Draw-loading deck, carefully designed yet lacking in subtlety on audition 
Harman/Kardon TD420 250 Minor inconsistencies detract from a well-conceived, minimum features design 
Harman/Kardon TD450 350 Draw loader with poor tape navigation features, good midband but shallow bass 
JVC TD-R472 200 Excellent auto-reverse deck which doesn't suffer the usual disadvantages and is very sharply priced 
JVC TD-V562BK 220 Ultra-sophisticated transport at a silly price, sound quality is stable but slightly opaque 
JVC TD-V6628K 270 Assured, clean and ag1le sounding recorder. 1f not qu;te the most refined in 1ts class 
JVC TD-W718 300 Twin deck. Good for creative live recording, but no timer standby. Respectable though not earth-shattering performance e 
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ISSUE NUMBER: The issue of Hi-Fi Choice in wh�h the original 

review appeared. 

1513 136 

1377 146 
158 

171 

1591 140 

164 
1514 136 

127 
1592 140 

164 
158 

123 
1380 146 

171 
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CASSETTE DECKS (CONTINUED) 
Product Proce(£) Comments "' "' "' "' "' "' "' "' "' "' 

4 Kenwood KX-W6080 200 Modestly decent sounding twin deck, with some transport instability and ragged bass. The features list is also strong 171 

HAD 613 230 Rough and ready, but enjoyable sound, though marred by mechanical motor noise 158 

4 NAD 614 270 Solid, workmanlike and ungimmicky player with a sound to match, a little pricey by the standards of its class 164 

4 

4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 

4 
4 
4 

4 

4 
4 
4 
4 

4 
4 
4 
4 

4 
4 
4 

4 
4 
4 
4 

4 

4 

4 
4 

NAD 616 300 Primitive twin deck with basic features. No Dolby setting memory, transports are too unstable for serious quality first use. 171 

Onkyo K-611 460 Cute drawer loading mini-size component with 3-heads and dual capstan transport 

Pioneer CT-W806DR 300 Had it not been for the iffy transport quality, this ultra-sophisticated twin would have been recommended. 171 

Pioneer CT-S830S 500 High-class mechanism, if lacking in battleship externals, and superb sound 1385 146 

Sony TC-KESOOS 300 Mild setting-up problems notwithstanding, this UK-tweaked design has a smooth, open and un-cassette-like sound 158 

Technics RS-AZ6 230 For those who can't afford the RS-AZ7. exqursrte clanty over the widest bandwidth thanks to AZ thm-f1lm head 164 

Technics RS-AZ7 300 Thm-fllm head grves a solid, almost CD-Irke bass and mrdrange. A clear advance m the state-of-the-art !58 

Yamaha KX-490 199 Electrilyingly transparent and capable deck whose only flaw is a trace of audible wow and flutter 158 

Yamaha KX-580SE Subtle, engaging and transparent sounding deck, with a lightweight tonality, but good stability and strong detail 171 

into an analogue audio signal. This is called a digital to analogue convertor, 

or DAC. Although most players are contained in a single box , expensive 

players are usually two-box affairs. 

DAC (see below). To do this the player needs a digital output of either 

electrical or optical persuasion; sonically the former is preferable. 

A CD player can be split into two basic components· the disc drive or 
00 Best buy � Recommended 

B.£Cl1IIC.II.ODULCJIIII'tnFIJtiectricai<IJMeCiioolllan 

oullmdlliC. 

E.UU BE DIG CJIIll'tn Balarml di(jtal oo11>Jt kJ re use:! 

.,;u, sin8ti ecmoo D1Cs. 
ll'lDL DIIW.OUII'UE FIJ� amoclirlll,.,­

lliC. 

CD PLAYERS 

AT&T OPT DIG OUTPUT' High-speed optical output to be 

used with similarly eQuipped OACs. 

SAL ANALOGUE OUTPUI Balanced analogue output for 

amplifiers equipped w�h balanced inputs. 

HEADPHONE SOCKH For can users. 

YARIABU OUTPUI Remotely adjustable, volume-

controlled output 

MULTI-DISC: Equipped with a carousel or multi-tray sys­

tem for continuous play of multiple discs. 

DAC TYPE, Digital to analogue convertor, BS- Philips 

Bitstream, MB- multibit, Hyb- hybrid of multibit and bit­

stream technologies, I bit- single bit types such as MASH, 

bitstream. PWM, etc 

FACTS BACK NUMBER, The Factsback reference for 

ordering a fax copy of the review. Use the contents page 

to find the factsback information page . 

ISSUE NUMBER, The issue of Hi-Fi ChOice in which the original 

review appeared. 

Product Price(£) Comments "' "' "' "' "' "' "' "' "' "' "' 
Alchemist Nexus APD32A 597 Refined treble, constrained yet capable bass and attractive all-round presentation distinguish this player from the crowd • Hyb 169 -
Acurus ACDll 899 Frrst-rate rf costly player from the US, whrch combmes a delightful transparency wrth an uncontrived naturalness • lbrt 166 

Arcam Alpha 7 320 Very detailed for a budget player with a slick and free sense of dynamics, needs careful ancillary matching Hyb 1872 163 

AMC CDSA !50 Has balanced output, but is otherwise rather grey and unremarkable BS 172 

Arcam Alpha 8 �Refined, intricately detailed but a little cautious, this should be broadly compatible with a variety of amps BS 1873 163 
----� 

Audio Innovations Alto 399 Refreshing piece of audio sculptme belies inconsistent audio behaviour ___________ BS 1635 151 

Audiolab 8000CD 1,000 Developed according to the Green Cross Code of digital audio with an elegant but sale musical presentation BS 1874 163 . 
Audio Research CD1 3,290 Suspends disbelief with a frighteningly real yet obviously coloured sound. A rare proposition among CD players BS 1875 163 

AVI S2000MC Reference j}� Lean, dry, high resolution player, built to outlast most of us, and a fine pertormer in a sympathetic system MB 169 

Gambridge Audio CD4 !50 Basic appearance and sluggish track access/track search belies its up and at 'em sound quality Hyb 1268 147 - -
Cambridge Audio CD4SE 200 Among the best players we have encountered at the pnce, consrderably more refrned and convmcrng than CD4 BS 1877 163 

Cambridge Audio CD6 250 A sharp, lively and articulate player, a real thoroughbred rn fact, perhaps too sharp and lively for some systems BS !59 

Copland CDA-288 2,199 A gentle giant of a player that errs in favour of pastel shades rather than bold daubs of colour, one for refined tastes MB 1880 163 

Denon DCD-625 200 DCD-615 replacement is generously equipped but lacks sophisticated sound of its forebear MB 1269 147 

Denon DCD-825 240 Despite extensive revisions, this latest player still sounds like a typical 18-bit Denon, which is no bad thing' MB 1531 137 

Denon DCD-1015 350 Excellent, mid-range player- fast, fluid and lean MB 1599 141 

Denon DCD-3000 1,000 Sings with the temperament of a huge orchestra under the baton of a timid conductor�ery agreeable at that • MB 1881 163 

Denon DCD-635 180 Modest presentatiOn grves little clue to the thoroughbred electronics trckmg away msrde MB 172 -----
Eclipse CD101a 80 If you wal2!_to know the sound of high order distortion, this is probably as good <l_lllace _IQ_ start as any MB 144 

Harman/Kardon HD710 200 A player of integrity, but can sound a bit hard and rough when extended, and is somewhat amplifier fussy !bit !59 

Harman/Kardon H0730 300 Competitive at t� price, with a coloured but dynamic and outgoing sound supported by a ra�ser features • BS 166 

JVC Xl-V184BK 120 Excellent budget player, well presented, a tad opaque but its heart is in the right place. !bit 172 

JVC Xl-V284BK 140 Featuring a new set of bitstream innards, this flexible player has a refined, if occasionally unpredictable sound !bit 1270 147 -
JVC XL-Z574 250 Strong resolving power and good midband and dynamics. but slightly raw and thin !bit !59 

JVC Xl-Z674BK 300 Even-handed, but glosses over the most intimate moments !bit 1637 !51 

Kenwood DP-3080 170 Bold, dynamrc and outgoing sound, though somewhat aggressrve. Poor build qualrty and fmrsh !bit !59 

Kenwood DP-4090 250 Focuses a clear, wide aperture lens on the music - and has CD Test too !bit 172 

Kenwood DP-7090 400 A lively and compelling pertormer w1th an even-handed and coherent drspos1tron �� ---- � 

Krell KPS 20i 9,990 Forthright, edge-of-the-seat sound with outstanding bass pertormance (tested in Statements) MB 1734 155 

Unn Mimik 875 Useful multi-room features matched to strong bass, but poor rmagery and transparency Hyb 1762 155 

Marantz CD63Mkll Kl Sig 500 it's the quintessential sound of Marantz- warm, open, and smooth almost to a fault Hyb 169 

Marantz CD-67 270 Dynamic�horitative, and wide tonal response, but also shut-in and mid-forward balance !59 

Marantz CD-67SE 350 Refined, enjoyable player, though ultimately a little soft-centred 166 

Marantz CD-48 200 Somewhat inconsistent, middle ranking player which hints at better things 172 

Marantz CD-17 800 Fabulous packaging and an excellent all round pertormer, smooth, detailed and consistent !55 

Meracus Tanto __!,_3� Believable tonal colours and textures, refinement takes preference over dynamics_-=..but it's not cheap 169 

Meridian 508 (20-bit) � Combines a delicate mid and treble with rich, opulent bass and has rmpressive low-level resolution BS 1886 163 ---
Micromep Minium 400 Dynamically weak and some roughness offsets the pleasing tonal balance, articulate mid and strong bass !bit 159 

Micromeea Stage 6 960 Lucid, open sound quality with some dynamic limita� with certain discs. Upgradeable from lesser Stage models BS 169 
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CD PLAYERS (CONTINUED) 
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... 
Mission Cyrus dAD3 

Mission Cyrus dAD3Q 

Monrio Privilege 

Musical Fidelity E60 

Musical Fidelity A2 

Musical Fidelity FCD 

Myryad MC100 

MAD 510 

IIAD 512 

MAD 514 

Naim Audio CD3 

Naim Audio C02 

Otlkyo DX-7210 

Otlkyo DX-7510 

Orelle CD-lOOEA 

Philips CD-721 

Philips CD751 

Pioneer PD-204 

Pioneer PD-S705 

Pioneer PD-S904 

Pioneer PD-S505 Precision 

Quad 77 

Roksan DP3P 

Roksan Caspian 

Rote! RCD-970BX 

Sherwood CD-4030R 

Sherwood COl 

Sony CDP-XE510 

Sony CDP-XE900E 

Sony CDP-X3000S 

eac 3450SE 

Teac:CD-5 

TeacVRDS-7 

Teac VRDS-10SE 

eac VRDS-25 

irechnics SL -PG480A 

�hnic:s SL-PS770D 

Tric:hord Genesis 

Trichord Revelation 

Yamaha CDX-390 

Yamaha CDX-490 

Yamaha CD-X890 
. ' . . . 

Arcam Delta 250 

Audiolab BOOOCDM 

Audiomeca Kreatura SE 

Audiomeca Mephisto 

Uan Karik 

Meridian 500 

PS Audio Lambda 

Roksan lttessa ATT-DP3 

Teac VRDS-Tl 

Thlta Data Basic 11 
Thorens TCD2000 

Trichord Digital Turntable 

Wadia 8 
. ' 

Arcam Black Box 50 

Arcam Black Box 500 

Audio Note DACl 

Audiolab 8000DAC 

Audiomeca Elixir 

Unn Numerik 

PS Audio Ultralink 2 HDCD 

PS Audio Ref Link 

Roksan Attessa ATT-DA2/DS5 

�D-Tl 

eac D-700 

irhorens TDA 2000 

Tricllord Pulsar Series One 

� � � � � 1 � � � � � 

598 This front loader has a relaxed style of delivery that convinces with guile and subtlety rather than orchestral ordnance I BS 1887 163 

898 Lucid, transparent and uncontrived sound quality, superb build, and readily upgradeable • MB 169 

995 Costly and well-engineered, but ultimately rather heavy-handed and dull, if refined player • MB 166 

299 This entry-level player lacks proper stereo localisation and clarity • • BS 1[66 
499 Warm (too warm), attractive and open player, a great improvement on (related) E60 • • BS 169 

1,500 A forward disposition makes this perfect for Fenders but less appropriate to Guarneris • • BS 163 
700 A little extra get-up-and-go wouldn't go amiss, but its sheer maturity and composure ensure listenability • BS 1889 163 

200 Pale version of NAD's senior CO players with a stripped down feature count !bit 172 
250 Simple, well-focused presentation, and articulate with it, though hard-nosed quality is not everyone's cup of tea • t !bit 159 
370 Boisterous sound, but undeniably attractive • • BS 1639 151 

1,000 The idiosyncratically packaged C03 is solid and highly articulate. Always has its feet on the ground though I MB 1765 155 
2,000 Provides bags of detail with a solid stereo focus but not all the romanticism we know to be possible i MB 1890 163 

1 260 Well-bred CD player features an unusual digital filter, is smooth and cultured without appearing grey or boring • • , . BS 1273 147 

400 Strongly flavoured, assertive sound • • le BS 1640 !51 
649 Excellent imagery, timing and transparency, and readily upgraded or reconfigured • • • � MB 166 
130 Surprisingly well-sorted, articulate if slightly glossy and attractively presented sound. Captive signal lead I I bit 159 

1t5o Inconsistent and occasionally opaque and scrawny sounding cheapie • •• !bit 172 
150 Generally easy on the ear, but can bite back, especially with complex high-frequency music content. Well endowed , . • !bit 1159 
300 A dichotomy, this machine was loved by some for its articulacy and disliked by others for sounding too impressive' • • BS 1891 163 
400 Too much legato - literally- in sound, but a very smooth performer • • !bit 1641 151 
460 Assured, fluid- sounding player, with great spatial coherence • • !bit 1166 
900 A true thoroughbred combining a penetrating insight into detail with poise rarely found at the price Hyb 1893 163 

1,495 Dramatic and compelling, classical listeners should be ready to 'air conduct' when auditioning this player • BS 1896 163 
895 Solid, articulate, and fundamentally well-engineered player, but with some subtle low-level limitations • Hyb 169 

375 A combination of solid build, useful facilities and an attention grabbing sound make this a winner • BS 1897 163 
180 Easy on the ear, smooth-sounding player, with limits set by the slightly soft, compressed quality- and messy facia • • • BS 159 

1,100 A very neutral, even handed sounding player with a rather flat, lifeless sound. Beautiful construction • • BS 1899 163 
180 Souped up CDP-XE500 which tells a rather bland and unengaging story • • • !bit 172 
300 Refined and analytical disc scavenging tool, but there are some distinctive colourations making auditioning vital • - BS !59 
500 Shoebox format player, with looks to die for, and switch able digital filters to tweak the already excellent sound • • BS 169 
20D ! For once a budget player where the gadgets take second place to respectable, budget amplifier-friendly sanies • • !bit 166 
350 Bright, breezy and up-beat- but short in the trouser department • • • BS 1643 !51 
599 Although bold and outgoing, this player can sound both intrusive yet lacking in�e detail • • BS 1769 !55 

I 850 Superbly built and presented, but rather leaden bass, with an over-prominent and not ideally refined mid/top • • BS 169 
1,300 A solid player in all respects combining powerful sound with state-of-the-art technology • •I MB !903 163 
140 Full driving sound, but somewhat uneven in balance with a unsubtle, slightly harsh top end • !bit !59 
250 High tech and well built technology battleship which smoothes the rough edges off the music • • • BS 172 
549 Breathed-on Pioneer is warm and mellifluous, but ultimately lacks drive and authority. • • • Hyb 169 
799 Well-ordered and clean sound that may be a little too refined for some, images well • • !bit 166 
130 Well endowed entry level unit, with inconsistent sound that can be harsh in extremis !bit 172 

'170 Big, blowsy sound, is undermined by lack of precision and focus • • • !bit '159 
p5o Clearly a quality procuct in every sense, the Yamaha provides a spacious, refined and tuneful account of the music 1 e • t• • BS 1 166 

800 Arcam's best effort yet is a new design based on Philips COM9transport. Specification includes Sync Lock facility • • I• 1491 130 
1,400 Super-slick transport and basically very honest sound, but lacking the last degree of fine detail • • • 162 
1,400 Superb combo for those who like the sound of valves (tested with Elixir DAC in Sessions) • • MB 141 
2,350 Tested with Trichord Pulsar, the duo provides a highly composed and tactile sound • • . 1320 144 
1,850 Based on early Linn transport, the Karik is dry but very positive, detailed and engrossing • • I 1323 144 
1,245 Used with the 563 DAC, the combination is thin, brash and uncomfortable • • 1103 133 
2,250 With Ultralink Two, sound positively sparkles with colour and resonant detail • • • . 1106 133 
1,295 Not the most detailed or refined but capable of good excitement with the right material • • I !bit 162 
550 Superb quality engineering is mated to tidy and composed sound (tested with D-TI) • • 1325 144 

2,397 Uses a Philips CDM-9 Pro mechanism and works a treat with more lively DACs • - 1494 130 
999 Lively and up-front presentation not helped by rather loose bass and splashy treble • • 162 

1 699 Very detailed, precise, controlled yet involving; a first-rank performer • • I I . 162 
3,195� Budget version of Teac's VRDS mechanism in a fancy case, just too expensive for the performance on offer • • • • 1495 .130 

480 Measured and sophisticated sound from a DAC that leaves plenty in reserve for future upgrades Hyb 1506 133 

750 Sophisticated unit with sync lock and discrete DAC BS 1519 136 
675 Odd ball DAC with manual de-emphasis switch. Needs a high preamp input impedance or bass will suffer MB 127 
900 Basically very honest sound, but lacking the last degree of fine detail , BS 162 
799 DAC was tested with Kreatura SE - see above ; BS 141 

1,500 A new 20-bit OAC and revised Karik transport have cleaned up; but sounds a bit dry and humourless I MB 1323 144 
2,590 With Lambda transport, the sound positively sparkles with colour and resonant detail • MB 1106 133 
4,550 Consolidates reputation of PS Audio for high performance digital electronics • • MB 1069 132 
1,145 Not the most detailed or refined but capable of good excitement with the right material !bit 162 
500 Teamed with VRDS-TI for test, this superb quality unit is tidy and composed � BS 1325 1144 
600 With P-700, the D-700 may lack the resolution, but is bubbly and entertaining I ! MB 1!20 
700 I Lively and up-front presentation not helped by rather loose bass and splashy treble I r BS 162 

1,395 Very detailed, precise, controlled yet involving; a first-rank performer. Switchable phase, dither etc r I Hyb 162 

You must listen to DJ.Ul..LQO For details of your nearest stockist , 
s 01480 451777. Or visit the company's WorldWideWeb site- http://www.mission-cyrus.com 
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Digital Recorders 
niche in the top end of the market, replacing reel-to-reel as the audiophile's 

tape based medium. Home CD-R is coming into its own with Pioneer's 

PD-R05 machine attempting to set a trend. D
igital recorders come in a variety of different guises, but have 

yet to make much of an impact on the domestic market. At 

present there are three types to choose from: DAT (digital audio 

tape), MD (MiniDisc), and CD-R (CD Recordable). MD's claim to fame 

is its optical disc format, which offers instant track access and can't be 

wom out like a tape. DAT has been on the market for quite some time 

now, but has never really 'made if as a consumer medium due to the 

dearth of pre-recorded material. However it has begun to carve itself a 
ell Best buy � Recommended 

-.'PIII IDdlt•abMu� 
.'ll'r:lljiiiii ..... �IIS-PIIIpsllsmn, 
...... ._. -IIJIIIIIIIIIIMitlllllilsAIIna:tnqes, 
llii:--111-IUISWS!.!Maln. PWM et 

MICnP£: � iltlgjlaiCDMl111Jiyjl!sas Ill' IW:s. 
PCIIIIIl£, Cal be ... oft �aBies bit mt necessarilt persooal 
slnlsize. 
OPibi.IMIUIPUISo Delal sociBJy la� calje, 

ElfC1RICALIN/OUTPUTS: D�l soci'eiJy for eklctrtal cable. 

FACTSBACK NUMBER: The factsback reference for 

ordenng a lax copy of the review. Use the contents page 

to find the factsback information page. 

ISSUE NUMBER: The issue of Hi-Fi ChOICe in whiCh the original 

review appeared. 

DIGITAL RECORDERS 
'I( 'C'4( fl-tc. IJ'J't( 

/'; 0-l -to. Po. 14'/Q. 14'/Q. '1'4< �-!< 
0114f_,r 

C' rr,o< 'C' 'Y.o/'4fl(/'r.our}'lpVJ-/4tfl<11
'tt4ffl<11 . 

. .. 
PioleerD-05 900 
Piolleer PDR-05 1,000 
Pioleer D-C88 27��0 
�AlES 

Second generation 96kHz OAT recorder can offer startling realism with the right software - ie first generation OAT BS BS • � 1652 152 
CD recorder that uses domestic blanks only (limited to 62 minutes), write once but excellent sound quality CD-R BS BS • • 1652 152 
State-of-the-art portable 96kHz DAT recorder. the size of a lap-top computer this Nagra count!)' on the cheap DAT BS BS_�...!_,_· 1431 150 
Full-width MD recorder that makes a decent job of recordings but ·is less impressive with pre-recorded material MD BS BS • • 1216 152 --- --

T here are a variety of different approaches to headphone 

design. Among the more expensive models, electrostatic 

drivers are used in open-backed phones. Most models 

feature dynamic (moving coil) drivers in circular, open or closed-back 

designs. The advantage of open backs seems to be a correspondingly 

open sound, but one can also hear external noise, of ccurse. Closed-back 

designs are useful in situations where it is necessary to block out noise. 

ear; supra-aural designs feature a flat pad which presses on the outer 

ear; and intra-aurals (in-ear) rest inside the ear itse�. a la personal stereos. 

For best results a separate head phone amplifier is recommended. 

Cl'l Best Buy � Recommended 

�--D ·dJnanit, E - ellmlslalic. 
--.-. .. alatpadiJIISSIISOIIIIewllrea< 
�-llllldllldlseslleea< 

CUISDI BACK:� outexlemaf noise. 
WDGIIT (G): Mass in pns 
lftDIIIC( ID!: ljalolfoml illhe � atl'liie< />J else 
flei1EI(Jia( lhebwol'lheircledaor:efleklli<lhe sn.nflaagjven 

�ouljxll 
3.5MM JACK ADAPIOR: Can be used with mini-jack-equillfl"d 

components such as persooal stereos. 

ordering a tax copy of the review. Use the contents page 

to find the Factsback information page. 

ISSUE NUMBER: The issue of Hi-Fi Choice in which the 

original review appeared. CIPEIIIU: llln ., ..,  !111111 Id lob in noise. FACTSBACK NUMBER: The factsback reference for 

J'q, C'tq. f!( "' o/.ft:. '-�c. J'q, ;o114_ 'C'o_, o.o,_, os,0 /tl<tc. �o,-�< ;r -to. ;r -�'v. � 4't( HEADPHONES 
. .. 

AkG KlOOO 700 One of the best dynamics on the market, hooks directly into speaker outputs 
Audio Technlca ATH910PRO 90 The closed back 910s are an improvement on the 909s, with a nice rhythmic quality rarely found with headphones 
��yeronoo !52 Rugged, modular professional design, but bass is woolly and treble lacks del� 
llyerDT31l 57 Uncharacteristically tight, unrefined sound quality from this otherwise well engineered 'phone 
�tllT331 82 Tonatty bright and deficient in bass, but exceptionally comfortable, articulate, detailed and refined 
llyerDT411 69 A reasonable but not vel)' thrilling headphone that doesn't really offer enough at the price 
lleytr DT51l 117 Superb mid band clail)' and speed slightly at odds with soft bass. High tingle factor even so 
lleytr DT53l 135 A good buy for serious, heavy-duty music making 
Beyer DT9ll 235 Probably too revealing for many headphone amps, these are vel)' subtle and fine, if expensive cans 
hnoa AH-0550 80 A competent 'phone with integrity, but little panache or charisma. Hard headband causes brain strain 
lllnoll AH-0750 130 Loud and gutsy, meaty bass, good with rock and dance. Can sound thick and clumsy 
Cnldo SR-40 45 Cheap and nasty appearance largely redeemed by cheerful, up-beat sound. Vel)' comfortable 
6rldo SR-80 100 Clear, open and dynamic with pedantically open mid-band. Crude physical design, rough frequency extremes 
Grado SR·225 200 Warn, darkly-coloured tonally and ultimately lacking in clarity, but true to the spirit of the music if not the letter 
� float Modell 79 While very unusual in appearaoce, the Floats give remartable sound quality and openness at a reasooable pnre 
�eclllin Float Model 2 99 Helmet shaped, but open sounding and comfortable in the long term, despite lack of adjustment 
iJVC IIA-0910 65 Broadly acceptable if unexciting design with low level losses and some colourations 
iJYe- HA-W60 49 Remarkably lack of interference and hiss makes adequate sound seem even better than it is 
IIMnrood KH-1000 20 First step-up from a true mini: a near miniature which is cheap, comfortable and inoffensive 
IIIIIIIHP-3000 30 Solid, smooth-sounding supra-aural headphone, but congested and undynamic. Includes in-lead controls 
P11cicle EliO Model 2 140 Still has much of the spaciousness and detachment of the Float from which it is derived, but has a coarse mid/top 
�SBC 3396 70 Remartabty auy for dosed-bado. designs. Fine IDnal balaoce, punchy delivety_ Amazing fur money 
Pllilips SBC HP900 90 Sharper, snappier midrange than 3396 initially impressive but blows the balance and listenability 
Rass RDH-300CD 17 In-lead controls are the highlights of this shoddy, sometimes aggressive-sounding design 
S.Uhtiser IS 380 55 As close as you'll get to real hi-li with IR phones at this price. Inevitable hiss spoils the illusion 
Sennheiser HD 455 55 Inoffensive, if nondescript sound, modular, but can become dislodged from head 
S.nhtiser HD 475 80 Elegant, uncluttered sound and vel)' comfortable but lean bass saps satisfaction 
Seanheiser HO 545 125 Fine all rounder that takes all styles of music in its stride. Ear-clamping headband 
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HEADPHONES (CONTINUED) 
Product Price(£) Comments 't' 't' 't' 't' 't' 't' 't' 't' 't' 't' 

4 1ennheiser I!_D 565 Ovation !50_ Wrde bandwrdth desrgn whrch rs refined. expressive and extremely comfortable 

Sennheiser HE 60/HEV70/UK 998 Very nearly a superb electrostatic, with an achingly pure midband. but top end is sibilalll_and edgy 

Sony MOR-C0770 100 Neutrality and comfort make the Sony easy to live with. Technically correct-sounding too. yet musically unrewarding 

4 Sony M�R-C01700 _!9�stonishrngly detailed. uncoloured and free of the usual artefacts from a sealed back headphone. Tremendous value 

Sony MOR-Fl 100 Natural, easy-going sound teamed with great looks and comfort. Shame about the lightweight bass 

Technics RP-DJ1200 

4 Stax Lambda Nova Basic 

Technics RP-HT700 

Vivanco IR5800 

4 Vivanco SR650 

4 Vivanco SR750 

Vivanco IR7100 

77 Functional design with head-pulping bass and muggy tonal balance. Good job they're sweat-proof 

449 Refrned, artrculate. yet wrth real presence and a notable bargarn by electrostatrc standards 

70 Well-finished but physically crass and grubby sounding 

___2_0 
_

Consi_stently musical and easy going. Doesn't reach for sonic heights so hiss is less bothersome 

50 Unusu_ally comfortable 'phone with excellent detail resolution but aggressive, thanks to tweeter resonance 

60 
�

Cossetting physical desrgn. attractrve sound an pncrng. though suffers overhang and lacks ultrmate dyna� 

120 Infra-red phones that work well but suffer from the limitations of the medium ie compression and hiss (Sessions) 

Vivanco Cyberwave FMH3000 80 The only cordless head phone that offer genuine walkabout freedom. But it sounds like a cheap FM tuner 
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• 255 !50 • 

26D n/a 
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• 325 32 • 

300 12 • 

• 230 32 � 

1801 !57 
1898 163 
1801 157 
1901 163 

172 
172 

347 n/a 1902 163 
255 • 1801 157 
226 1/R

_
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175 
188 
265 

• 1801 157 
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149 
e 210 FM e 172 

fJ SE 1\11\1 HE IS ER HEADPHONES ARE THE ESSENTIAL ACCESSORY! 
To find your nearest dealer, call�:: (01494) 551551. And don't miss Sennheiser's Web site on the Net- http://www.sennheiser.com 

A
s the last item in the hi-fi chain, the loudspeaker is merely the 

slave of what has gone before; it is only as good as the signal 

it is fed. Nevertheless, the distortions introduced by 

loudspeakers (and rooms) tend to be the most obvious. 

The average loudspeaker consists of an enclosure plus a couple of drive 

units behind a removable grille. Inside the box lurks a simple electrical 

circuit known as a crossover, which divides the incoming (full range) 

signal into the right bits for the drivers to handle. The designer's primary 

task is to balance the 'sensitivity' of the loudspeaker (how loud it goes 

for the given box size. 

Subwoofers augment the bass and come in passive and ampl�ied active 

form. They are less sensitive to placement than regular speakers. 

ell Best Buy � Recommended 

SIZE WxllxD (cm), WKith IYj heigllt by depth in cefltimetres. 

FlOOASTAHDER: As opposed to requiring a dedicated stand. 

SEHSITMTY (dti!Wl: Effic�ncy, h ow much volume you get for a 

givef1 input the higher the �' 

IMPEDANCE (0): Measured in Ohms impedaoce rt r.; a measure 

of how hard a �udspea"" is to drive: the lower the number the 

more powerful the amplif�r needs to be. 

BASS FROM (Hz): The �west frequency the! a spea"" can 

reproduce, based on in*room measurements 

FREE SPACE: Speaker; should be p�ced away from walls. 

CLOSE TO WALL lt is recommended that these spea"'rs be 

�aced close (between 3 and 12cm) to the rear wall. 

FACTSBACK NUMBER: The reference for ordering a faxcopyof the 

rev�. Use the contents page to find the Factsback page 

ISSUE NUMBER: The issue of H1-F1 Choice in which the 

original review appeared. 

HI·FI LOUDSPEAKERS 
Product Proce(£) Comments 't' 't' 't' 't' 't' 't' 't' 't' 't' 

4 Acoustic Energy AEI09 

Acoustic Energy AE120 

ATC SCM20 

4 Audio Gem Emerald 

4 Audio Note AN-1/D 

4 Audio Note AN-E/0 

Audio Physic Tempo 

4 Audiovector 3X 

4 B&W OM302 

4 B&W DM601 

4 B&W DM602 

4 B&W 305 

4 B&W 603 

B&W P4 

4 B&WCOMI 

4 B&W Matrix 805 V 

4 1 B&W Matrix 804 

4 B&W M-atrix 801S3 

B&W Nautilus --- -
Jl Bose 305 

Bose 401 

Cadence ES 

4 Castle lsis 

4 : Castle
_ 
Severn 

Castle Avon 

4 Castle Harlech 

4 Castle Howard S2 

4 Celestion AI 

Cerwin-Vega VSIO 

HT-FI CHOICE 

350 Lots of mass-loaded twin-driver speaker for the money, especially for loud, driving bass 18,90,25 • 88 25 • �4 164 
500 

1,599 
540 

Attractive presentation and good sonic headroom, but a heavy, uneven overall balance, and a difficult amp load too � ------'·=-----"-' 89:..,._-'--r--=25 • 170 
Massively built, invariably informative but the rather forward presentation can be uncomfortable 

Pretty compact floorstander with lively if lightweight sound 

930 Light damping and local unevenness add some colouration, but don't spoil the speaker 

1,52D Coherent, dynamic and transparent, with extended bass and high sensitivity - but ugly' 

___.!_,999 Ta!_l_ and unusually-styled floorstander has stunning stereo but suspect bass tuning 

1,500 Superior time coherence, a wide dynamic range and exception bass/mid balance 

!50 Highly competent and neutral all rounder: clever Prism enclosure 

� iOi) Great main driver for the price, entertaining dynamics 

300 Prefers tall stands and space. but offers impressive midband dynamics and musical tension 

350 Ridged paper cone gives lively sound, clever box, but a little uneven 

500 Squat floorstander wrth decent dynamrcs and well-Judged, restrarned balance; bass could go deeper 

675 Strikes a nice balance between all-out studio monitor sound and bass-filled crowd pleaser (tested in Sessions) 

600 Gorgeous stand-mount delivers unusually good bass for its size 

1095 Stylrsh, remarkable imaging, good balance and low colouration 

� �eat all-rounder w�ch combines exceptional bass extension with fine sens� 3,995 Lacks transparency and the drama of the best dynamics, but acoustically a tour de force -- --
_15,000 Radical design results in ()fl8_ of the finest loudspeakers availaiJie. Active x-over needs 4 power amps (Statements) 

430 Fine dynamic liveliness and a good room match counter strange imaging and treble 

500 Cheaply built but distinctively styled, the 401 suffers from heavy midband 

3,500 Hybrid electrostatic/dynamic design from India that excels with classical material (Statements) 

230 A great miniature at a very competitive price. Sound is lightweight but very coherent, with a fine overall balance 

539 Light and bright, but sound is open and communicative. Looks good too 

7-=-00:___.ccLo::.:v_:_el_,_y box and lovely voices from carbon-fibre composite cone 

849 Handsome big-soundrng floorstander, great value and dynamic mrdrange 

1.200 Ably fills the gap between Chester and Winchester; has a rich, laid-back balance 

899 Rich. warm and laid-back. but a true quality sound. lovely build 

350 Not all that refined but ballsy as heck. these rock boxes have no shortage of gung-ho 

- �44,31 
18,94,21 

83 28 • 86 
• 87 40 • 1905 164 

38,58,25 93 25 e IlD 
36,84,28 • 94 20 • 106 

22,107,47 • 88 28 • • 1344 143 
19,32,98 • 89 20 • 1345 143 
19,32,22 88 45 • 1778 156 

20.5,35.5,23 __ 8_ 8 �6 ...Jll_ _ • _ ______!_?2_9_l56 
24,49,31 90 8 30 • 1654 152 

� • 89 4 40 • 1908 164 
23.5,88,29 • 89 7 45 • 170 
20,81,25.6 • 88 8 50 • 156 
22,38,28 
33,33,21 
26,96,26 

._4_4,100,56 
42,105,90 
23,45,28 
30,30,76 • 

88 30 
-87-- 30 

• 

• 

1818 160 
98 

167 
81 

166 
78 

110 
33,108,37 • 91 35 • 1798 157 

_!I. 3� - 87 8 45 
23,77,20 - �_8_ 47 
22,91,28 
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HI·FI LOUDSPEAKERS (CONTINUED) 
Product Price(£) Comments 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 
Chario Syntar 100 250 Pretty with a pleasantly easygoing balance, but not the most communicative or exciting sound around 18,32,27 87 45 e 170 

4 Dali 104B 370 Lively, rich sounding and communicative. Shame about bland styli�ng�a_n _d _du_ ll_ b_al_an_ c_e _____ ____ _ 22--'-,8_6_,_ ,2 _7 _ _ e __ 9_3_-'-_2_8 __ e __ _ 1_6'-57_15_ 2 
4 Dynaudio Contour 1.8 1,842 Wonderful voice-band delicacy and loads of deep bass from a very elegant and compact box 21,95,29 e 85 20 e 167 

Electrofluidics Sonolith 2.2xi 5,999 Polymer concrete cabinet with aluminium cones produces world class imaging and very serious bass (Statements) 38,95,42.5 e 86 n/a e 139 
;.:E:.:Pc::O s=-E= S:.:l=- 2 _____ ___:5 :.:0=-0 _ _:_H::.:igh. quality luxury stand-mount has great mid band and s-"te-' re-'- o -'-im-" a_,gi--"ng"---------------'2:..:0 .:.:,3..:c 8,"'25=-----"8'- 5 --=8---'4'-5 _e=--;_-=.18:..:2:.:.3_1:..: 6_:_ 0 

4 Epos ES14 675 Substantial stand-mount delivers delightlul midrange focus and delicacy with good bass control 23,49,29 87 8 25 e 98 
Epos ES22 1,185 Elegant floorstander with 'safe' balance that can be enlivened with the right cable .:::an.::d_:e_:_ ne"'rge::e.:::tic:..:m:.::a:..::te:..::ri .:::ai_,_(S:.:e.:::ss:::io::. :n :::.sl _ __:2:.:1. :.:,8c:c8c::,2.::_5 �-=·=--=8.:.. 7___::.___:5.::_8-'-e=--- +1.:::62:.:9_:..:15:.:_1 
Epos ES25 1,655 Handsome floorstander with a rather uneven and bass heavy balance 24,90,35 e 88 22 e 1346 143 
Faraday Siren 445 High mass concrete cabinet is let down by imbalance of ageing driver combination 25,27,46 90 48 e 94 
Gale 2i 140 Unspectacular sound and appearance fail to help this solid little miniature stand out from the crowd 22,40,27 88 40 170 
GLL lmagio IC130 530 Lots of speaker for the money, but sound is decidedly dull and shut in 22,112,29 e 88 20 e 1824 160 
Harbeth BBC LS3/5A 699 Still a classic miniature, though not to every taste, and none the better for the recent update 19,30,18 82 10 80 e 66 

4 Heybrook Prima 139 Fine pace and timing, but balance is forward and bass is tight 20,29,18 87 6 50 110 
Heybrook Heylette 269 Attractive traditional-style near-miniature has fine bass-to-mid integrity, but dull and shut-in top end 19.5,30,20 89 45 e 170 

4 Heybrook Heylios 389 Great all-round performance m a pretty package at a sharp pnce 24,36,27 87 25 e 164 
Heybrook Heylo 439 Good vocal reproduction, but sounds thin and bass seems an afterthought 23,73,19 e 88 30 e 1658 152 

4 Heybrook Quartet 649 Solidly large bookshelf model with good sensitivity and a lively, forward sound 24,41,22 90 48 e 122 
4 Heybrook Sextet 1,299 Coherent and highly analytical, partly due to distinct upper-mid forwardness 27,90,20 e 88 25 e 102 

'-'1-'-nfc...in;;.: ity"--"-Re"-'fe"-' r-'- en-"c-'-e-"-1'-i -----'1-'-50=--_Aithough not to our tastes, this is a competent speaker, and decent material value 20,34,20 89 50 e 1403 148 
-='=am::.:o�BX.::l.::.OO:..: A�-----=3�

50�-=-A-=c-=ra .:::ck-'in�g-"o :..:ut� pu:..:t_:fo-'- r :..:th .::_ei -'r s:..::iz:.:.e,�t;;.: he:.:.se=-r:.:.o.::_ck-=b.::: ox2e.::_s:..:ca::.:nc:.b;_ e .::_a :..:bi_:_ t b:..:ri�gh2t-"b:..:ut-"h=-av:.:.e..:cd:..:ec:.:. enc.:t..:cb:..: as:.:.s
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____ __;37 1� .5�,5� 4,� 28'-�---=9-=-I --''---4-'-0- •��+1'-75:..:8-:..:15:.:_ 5 
Jamo Classic 8 400 A lot of speaker for the money; good when playing quietly, but boom 'n tizz character sounded crude 22,90,29 e 90 28 e 1659 152 
Jamo 477A 500 Very prettily styled, but build and sound quality are disappointing at the price 19,77,28 e 88 40 e 1549 138 
Jamo Concert 8 1,300 Employing a die cast magnesium cone with a charming open and detailed midband (Statements) 24.5,38,31 90 4 38 e 1822 160 

4 JBL LX2 250 Lively and invigorating, 1f a touch crude, this good-hearted speaker reproduces music w1th considerable enthus1asm 22,40,27 ___ _:8c_7__:8:_ _ _ 4_:_0 _e�r- ____!.ZQ 
4 JBL L20 700 Pricey, heavy and a bit laid back, but this is a fine rock'n'roller which is dynamic and communicative 26,42,28 86 30 e 1550 138 
4 JBL L40 1,000 Classic, large, stand-mount 3-way is full of vim and vigour, with a superb sense of balance 30,65,31 88 23 1 e 167 
4 JBL L90 1,500 A class1c mon1tor wh1ch commumcates w1th gusto and enthus1asm. though 1t can sound a b1t crude 24,94,35 • 91 23 • 1348 143 
4 Jordan Watts JH400 565 Piano-finish hexagon has controversial sound, with uneven balance but delightlul mid 28,38,21 _8:.:6:.__:..__:5:.:0_-1 • 106 
4 JPW Mini Monitor 60 Ultra-cheap mm1ature works well in a limrted way 18,27,17.5 86 50 e 1781 156 
4 IPW Gold Monitor 80 More mformative than Mmi Momtor - but fiercer too I 18,27,17.5 86 50 e 1782 156 
4 IPW MLSIO 140 Lots of good-quality speaker for the price, but not an ideal match for cheap budget components 20,34,22 1 88 169 
4 IPW MS1010 400 A seriously substantial speaker for the price, and an obvious choice for those who like their music loud 22.5,115,40 170 

JPW Ruby I 400 Very pretty but pricey luxury metal-cone miniature has good, if slightly edgy balance 19,32,21 
4 KEF Coda 7 130 Lovely open voice reproduction, but bass could be tauter; build tougher 18,30,23 88 
4 KEF Coda 8 190 Outstandingly well-balanced, bass is deep but a little vague 20,32.5,29 86 

KEF Coda 9 300 Uneven budget 3-way floorstander with poor bass definition 20,86,28 • 89 
_Kc.:E::.. F-'-R" -D"'M-'0-'-ne=-------'-- 5-'-0c.....,O Cute and tiny, nice midband but lack of bass warmth and weight 23,30,24 88 

KEF Reference Model 2 1,599 Classy, large floorstander that has massive headroom and clean mid-to-treble, but limited deep bass for size 23,103,34 e 89 
4 Keswick Audio Aria 11 329 Confident and dynamic sound, if a little crude and shut m 21,42,24 89 
4 Keswick Audio Torino 900 Good value, lively contender with distinctive shape and styling. Goes loud and deep but could be smoother 18-26, 93,28 e 90 20 
4 Linn Keilidh Passive 750 Stunning timing and coherence, and awesome bass drive 20,83,28 e 87 22 e 1552 138 
4 Linn Kaber Passive 2,000 Dry, bright balance emphasises dynamics and transients, but can sound unforgiving 20,90,28 e 87 4 25 118 

Living Voice Airscout 19,500 You want dynamics' Get a horn, get a very, very good horn. This is a very, very good horn. Tested with RW24 horn sub 62.5,115,57 e 104 8 60 e 163 
Living Voice Air Partn erS 37,200 Outstanding transparency and dynamics from remarkably solid and fast mega horn 64,160,90 e 108 40 138 
Meridian DSP6000 9,400 Sophisticated digital design, with a wide-ranging, refined and detailed sound. Has on-board amplification 28,133,43 e 35 e 1226 140 

4 Mission 731 PRO 140 Caut1ous balance makes a fme match w1th budget equ1pment. A classy baby for smaller rooms 17.5,31.5,20 89 55 e 169 
4 Mission 733i 330 New tweeter gives this floorstander a more open sound; a good all-rounder that doesn't sound as big as it look:.:_s _ _,_:2:::0:. :.5.c:,8.:o8, :.:_30::.__,_ _•=---=8::8_:_ _ 4::5 :__.::•:_._ ___ _,_17:.:.:_ 0 
4 Mission 753 Freedom 798 Great styling. New, more restrained tweeter reveals !me m1dband dynamics 21,90,31 e 89 40 e 164 

_:M:=_i.:::ss:cio:..::n"-7-" 54_:_:_:Fr-:
,
ee:.:d:.:.o:::m-=5.,---"1,:=_29:.:8:___:Ta::..cll_:b:.:.ut:..:e:::xc:.:er.:pt ::.:io:::na:..::ll,_y .::_ele. gant floorstander gives fine midband projection; goes loud but limited deep bass for size 22,111,31 e 88 40 e 167 

�M_o_ n_ito_ r_ A_u _di _o _M
--

on_ it
--

o_r -,-3 
,..,.--

-4--0.,-
0 �An exceptionally discreet floorstander; sonically uneven, it's capable of fine results if used in a sym__,p"-a'-th-'-et'-'ic-'s'-'ys"'te"-m'----'1:..: 6:.::.,9-"1 ,"'2'-1 ---=•'--'--"8'- 8 -'--"-3=-0 +--!��--1:..:7-=-0 

4 Monitor Audio MA700 PMC 600 Good-looking luxury compact with all-metal diaphragms, lovely midrange, but occasionally edgy ------� 22:-',3:-'5:!: ,2':6----=-_8:-: 9-� _ 4:"5--=•'+-'-'1:.:6.::. 61:..._.:1::.:_52 
4 Monitor Audio MA703 PMC 800 Lovely but pricey floorstander has up-front, coherent 'shiny' sound 20,89,27 e 88 50 e 1826 160 

Monitor Audio Studio 12 1,000 A real looker, but sound and content are a bit on the small side for the price 17,92,20 e 90 8 28 e 1349 143 
4 Mordaunt-Short MSlOi 140 Up front, bouncy and a whole lot of fun 18.5,30.5,20 86 8 50 1789 156 
4 Mordaunt-Short MS30i 275 Slightly shut-in and coloured quality is compensated by fine bass and impressive communication 25,43,28 90 28 e 1662 152 

""'M"'o"-rd:..:a:.:_u.c_nt'- -S"-h"-o"-rt-'-P.:cert'-'-86"- 0---'-'1,.:c89:..:5 __ A__:_Ith--'o-"ug'--' h a very neutral loudspeaker it can, with the right ancillaries, pack a serious punch (Statements) 26,86,35 e 90 35 e 1367 146 
Musical Technology Kestrel SE 300 Brighter and drier-sounding than the standard Kestrel (and not the better for it) 20,84,19 e 84 50 e 164 

4 Musical Technology Harrier 400 Very pretty package, good measured pertormance and even sound. Sensitivity is low, and dynamics limp 25,80,23 e 86 25 e 1663 152 
4 Nairn lntro � Great dynam1c range and into retneval. but thm, lacks warmth 24,89,27 e 89 30 e 164 
4 Nairn SBL Passive 1,970 Lively and punchy- smoot:::.he::..cr_::b ::.:ut_.::m.:: o:.:re-"u"' -pfc.:ro::.:nt:..:t ::.::ha:::n-=b :.:.ef :.:_or:.:_e __ _____________ _ :.:2_,_,7,:.:_89::.::,2,_,7 _ _:-:e:__8 ::.:8'-:.:___-2::.:5'--�=-t-:.:: 13:.:5 :.:_2 ...:1_:::_ 43 
4 Neat Mystique 575 Elegant compact floorstander has good all-round sound and value 20,85,18 e 84 25 e 1827 160 

Neat Petite 11 
Neat Petite 11/Gravitas 

4 NHT SuperOne 
4 Ori&in Live Conqueror 

Pink Triangle Ventrical 
4 PMCTBl 
4 PMC LBI 

PMC AB! 
4 Polk LSSO 

Polk RT16 
Polk LS70 

745 Compact design now utilising ribbon tweeter with a fine sense of timing and surprising musicality (tested in Sessions) 20,30,18 86 33 160 
2,000 Beautifully presented miniature/subwoofer combo with ribbon tweeter gives smooth, laid-back sound 23,105,40 e 85 25 e 167 
358 A fme compromise between s1ze and pertormance, though senSitivity and loudness c ::a:.c p=ab::.:i h "'ty--'ls :..:m::.:o:.: d:.:.es::t ___ ___:1:.::8:.:.5.c:,2.:::9 ·:::c 5,=23:.._ _ _:_85:..__::..:_:_30:__:•"-'7--7---'1'-'7"'-0 

1,650 Chunky floorstanding 3-way has lovely cabinetwork and lively sound, but limited deep bass 24,94,27 e 88 30 e 167 
999 If you are after Quad Electrostatic -type transparency but can't afford the price .. . (Sessions) 15,80,32 86 11 e 142 
410 Superb transparency, subtle la1d-back sound, well worth seeking out 20,40,31 87 8 45 e 1830 160 
935 Delightlul smoothness and transparency, though bass and treble are :..:bo"-th"-l"-im"' it.:ced=--------- ---=1.:! 8,:.:_ 53"",2:.:5 :_, __ ;;,:89:..___:.____--=.:33=---'•;_;_ ___ _:1= 10 

1,496 Lovely panel-like transparency, slightly shut-in balance, needs a big room 26,79,43 89 6 22 e 114 
800 No enthusiast tweaks here, but powerful and beautiful balance 27,83,29 e 89 8 25 e 1155 138 
800 Bass rich, lively and powertul, but suspect top end; big and not very pretty 22,105,39 e 91 4 22 e 1831 160 

1,200 H1gh sensitivity, but balance has too much mid bass boom; mid-top is laid back 31,94,37 e 90 8 22 e 1084 132 
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HI·FI LOUDSPEAKERS (CONTINUED) 
Product Price(£) Comments � � � � � � � � � 

Proac Response 2.5 2,700 For aspirant high-enders looking for seriously good conventional boxes. this speaker should be first port of call 22,107,25 e 86 8 30 e 1457 149 
4 QLN Qubic 222 400 Ugly but good value floorstander with loads of bass and a smooth �ance 21,87,29 e 88 6 25 e 1832 160 

...cQ::: L_ N...:cS_,ig'-na'-'t'--ur-'- e ____ --'-'1,.:.:00:.: 0_ Artractive pyramidal stand-mount wtth heavy, laid- back balance but remarkably unboxy sound; superb stereo 27,37,36 e 83 25 e 167 
4 Quad ESL-63 3,450 Classic electrostatic lacks punch, but has strengths somec...:c::::an.:..:'t:.:li"'ve:...w::ci.:::th.:.:ou:.:t ___________ __:6
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4 Rega Kyte 198 Has splendid timing and coherence. sounds very explicit and informative 19,31,19 87 50 114 
4 Rega EL8 298 Kyle drivers in compact floorstander give::::s . :.cm::::or::::e..:b::::as::::s..:bu:::: t.::le:.:ss,_c,o:.:he:...re:...n ::::ce:..._ ____________ .:.:17:::.7c::2:c:,2:::. 0 _ _ e=---=8

:.:
6---'=---=5:.: 5�-- •-=-

--:-:-::-::-
.:.:12:.:..2 

4 Rega ELA Mk 11 498 Pretty and smooth, the latest incarnation has a superb midband and excellent communicative skills 30,80,20 e 87 40 e 1578 139 
4 Rega XEL 1,040 Looks and sounds great balance bright but even, with delightful coherence and timing 20,82,30 e 89 40 e 1083 132 
4 Rehdeko RK 115a 1,700 Single-driver system has limited bandwidth and obvious coloration, but wondrous dynamic and temporal coherence 34,42,27 95 55 167 
4 Revolver Beretta lOO Great bass for the pnce, a bit crude further up 19,35,22 87 45 1790 !56 
4 Revolver Colt 139 A good all-rounder, if a little bland. and excellent value for money 30,19,22 88 48 1407 148 

Revolver 250 250 A nice price for a floorstander. but over-bright sound balance has potentially fatiguing consequences 21,85.5,25 e 87 22 170 
Revolver 260 350 A no-nonsense presen ter of rock with plenty of dynamics, not too refined (tested in Sessions) 21.5,91.6,30 e 89 40 1731 !54 
RMS Revelation Series I 1,300 lnnovattve metal-box compact with integral porVstand- clean.:...wc..:it"'h-"g.:.:oo:. ::d..::ti :.::m:::: in"-g.::bu:. :t.:.:ve"'ry'-'l.::ai. :.d-..:b ::::ac:::.k . :.ba= la:. :.n::::ce=------=2.:.:0,.::99:c,2:_ 4_-=• _8::.:1:__.:.........:::22:__c:::...-:--

---.,.
--=1.:.67:.... 

4 Rogers LSI 149 High grade miniature 20,20,30 87 1408 143 
4 Rogers dBIOI 250 Style par excellence. this shapely sub-miniature is fast and agile but lightweight and forward, great voices; lacks bass 20,26,20 88 45 170 
4 Rogers Studio 3 499 Pricey LS3/5A derived miniature. excitingly coherent if lightweight, can't go loud 19,30,16 85 30 118 
4 Rogers LS3/5A 699 Clever AB! stand/subwoofer helps the classic 3/SA monitor give its best shot 19,31,17 e 82 12 1354 143 
4 Rogers Studio 5 699 Luxury finish bookshelf-size model has genuine monitoring capabilities ___ __:2:.:5c::,2.:.:5'"'48:.... ___ 8:..:9:__.:.8_=-t-==-:---1:.:5::::56:......:1.::38:... 
4 Rogers Studio 7 899 Latest variation on classic BBC -monitor theme has beautifully votced, laid-back sound 30,63,30 90 122 
4 Rogers C6/28 1,303 Large floorstander with carbon-fibre tweeter. Sounds much better than it looks, especially through the mid band 25.103,29 e 88 20 167 

Roksan ROKone 595 Large stand-mount is musically very communicative if a little coloured 21,45,33 89 30 1834 160 
4 Roksan Ojan 3 Black 795 Squat, stylish and black, great bass extension and somewhat uneven balance 28,76,46 e 88 20 1082 132 
4 Roksan OJ3X Black 995 Innovative low-line, 2-way floorstander with decoupled tweeter; great bass and fine dynamic range 28,79,46 e 167 
4 Royd Minstrel 269 Not much wellte or loudness but ftne coherence and tim m_,.g._, ac..b=...tt'-b'--r_,.ig--'ht ____________ ---'1"'8'-'.6-'-9'"- 1=-2 1167 135 
4 Royd Doublet 450 Great value compact floorstander; ltvely and very mformattve. 1f a little uneven 18,93,19 e 1835 160 
4 Royd The Sorcerer 595 Extremely musical and commumcative speaker that's fun to listen to. Aesthetics could use improving though 20,31,18 139 

Royd Abbot 665 Dynamic and fine transient qualities are hampered by a rather coloured mid-forw::ca:. : :rd:...b:. :ac.:lac:.nc:.:e _______ ..:2::. D,c:.8:..cl,::.:30'----=• '--"-.:.90=---=8�..:::...--=:......:-..;_ _ _:1:.:1=...8 
4 Ruark Talisman 11 749 Less ideologically committed than some, strength lies in fine all-round coherence 23,84,32 e 88 8 30 118 
4 Ruark Crusader 1,60D Elegant luxury 3-way with wondertully even-handed, if rather laid-back balance 24,94,31 e 85 22 167 
4 Ruark Equinox 1,849 The primary strength of this speaker is its ability to remove itself from the picture 25,88,34 e 88 45 1227 140 
4 SO Acoustics S03R 649 New SD3 has the agility and charm of a quality miniature, good bass and low sensitivity 20,38,30 87 25 1D6 
4 SO Acoustics S05 1,549 Bass suspect but forward mid band is delightfully smooth. Ha::.:s :.::rib:.:b:::.on.:...tw=ee:.::te:... r ____ 

...,..,-
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----=2= 0,:::.1:.:10::.:,3:.::0 _...:•=---=8.:.8_:8:__..:3.:.0_ =-j:--...<..:1.::08:.:1-=13:.:...2 

SO Acoustics SDIE 2,995 Two-part design with four rear firing bass drivers that has vibrancy, transparency and energy (Statements) 25,120,40 e 90 6 25 159 
4 Sequence 400 330 Clever hang-on-wall panel is well v.:.:oi.:.: ce:.:d:... :, t"'ho:.:u.e:gh:...:b:.:a.:::ss:..:i::: sn :...:'t..:to:.: o_,g:..:re. : : :at'----------------=2:.:5.:.:.1:.: 00::..:• :...7 __ _:8.:. 6__;:__...:4.:. 5_--.:....::....:...._:...::.:16:..:... 4 

Shahinian Arc 1,875 Occasionally wonderful small floorstanding omni; bright but coherent and revealing 35,69,25 88 24 IJO 
Silverado Raider 695 Beautifully built audiophile compact. neutral if bright, tough work for amps 20,40,25 83 30 164 

_S:- o_nu_ s:-F_a-:be--cr"C"C_on_ c_ert_o __ ___c.1, 098 Be a utifu I Italian bookshelf design with superb midrange but limit ... ed=lo::::ud:..:n ... es:::: s ""ca""'Pc-:a b ... il::::iti.:::es'-'( ""St ... at ... e.,_m :::en:--ts"'- ) ____ ...:2:.:2:.:.5.c :,3.:o 6,:::.34.:..._ _ _:8
:_:

7-=--_4:. :5.:..._ ___ 

-c:-
,-:1 ... 65._ 

Spendor 2020 399 Utilising an oval drive unit in a stylish cabinet, this is a neutral design with AV inclinations (tested in Sessions) 18,34,26 87 8 e 1756 155 
4 Spend or 2030 599 Discreet slim line floorstander with deli:.:ca'-'te"'ly'-c'-'o'-'he...:re'-'n"-t, -=la.:.:id-'-b"-a"-ck....:s.::. ou:c.n:.:d _____________ ..;.18'-'''-'89"' ,2'-7 __ •-"---8'-7--'-8 _3:..:0_...:e ___ I:...:8.::. 36'--'!'-'60'-

_T"'a"-'ng<:e::..:nt:..:Mc..:o:..:nc..:.ito:..:.r..:5 ____ 8::.:0.:..._--'-Ac:.n..::.un:...:e...: ve'-'n-"p-"erf.:.:o...crm::..:ec..r .:::be:.:st.:...s:.:u=ited to small rooms and generous volume levels 17.5,27,18 83 8 55 169 
4 Tangent Monitor 9 !50 Budget floorstander that�n motor when the mustc demands wtth a solid bass but occasionally raw t :.:re.::bl.:..e __ _.1 9::.·::.5,:...: 75:..:. 5:c, 2:.:2:...:.5_:e:..._..:9.:.0__;6.____,4.:.5_�-+--=16:.:... 5 
4 Tannoy Mercury M2 140 A ftne all-rounder wtth big box and deep bass for the price; could be sweeter and tigh-"te'-r ________ _:2 .::.D.::.5'-'- 38'-', 2'"'8 _ _ --'8 _7_8'---'2-'-5_e-'--c,--�--'-16:.:..9 
4 Tannoy Profile 631 !50 Balanced, open, unboxy and qu1te lively, but lacks muscle 19,34,15 87 6D e 1616 141 
4 Tannoy Profile 631SE 170 Very refmed midband; maybe too laid-back for some 13-19,34,16 86 45 1791 156 
4 Tannoy Mercury M3 230 Good-looktng line value floorstander is very neutral and evenhand�ith fme mtdba:.::nd:..: b, u.,_t w:..: e:.: a:::. k.-.dyc_: n:::: am'" i""" cs:...:a:..:n-_d .::dr.c:'v. :.e ..:2.::0 . .:o5,":87'-'-,2:.:8:___:•=---=8"-7-=_..:2:::.0_e:::_ __ =__:.:17:=-0 
4 Tannoy Profile 633 300 Impressive bass and balance from very compact floorstander. Upper midband could be cl-'-ea'-n-'-er _______ 2 __ 9'c.7-"5,
-:c
28
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4 Tannoy Profile 635 450 Beefy low-line floorstander packs real bass punch and an up-front balance 17-29,85,27 e 90 6 22 e 1665 160 
-'T"'an:.::n:..:o.<...y.:...Pr:.:o:.:: fil:.:e..::.6:.: 37 ___ _:5:.:50-=----=G=oo:.:d....:v= alue package but a rather heavy, thick, big-bass sound 17-29,84,27 e 90 20 e 164 

4 Tannoy 0300 _1000 Gorgeous-looking compact floorstander. And a fine all-round pertormer too 16-24,85,23 e 87 26 e 167 
Tannoy 0500 1,999 Plenty of muscle and stereo, but short of poise and delicacy. Hard work for amps 31,93,34 e 91 20 e 1355 143 

4 Tannoy Westminster TW 6,60D These awesome horn-loaded speakers are remarkably controlled and impressive-----,
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TOL Near Field Monitor 120 Despite low price, this is an unimpressive pertormer, poor low frequency resolution and analysis being main flaws 18,30,17 87 8 50 e 1043 130 
TDL RTL2 280 Spacious, weighty and enveloping sound if you can accept the laid-back balance 2D,73,22 87 25 e 1412 148 

4 TOL RTL3 400 Bargain-price floorstander has rich, heavy and bright sound with a good scale 20,90,37 e 90 25 e 126 
TDL T-Line 3 750 Plenty of bass and treble, but broad mid band is rather repressed 20,97,38 e 86 2D e 164 

4 TDL Studio lm 899 Transmission line helps bring the best from metal cone driver ________ _______ ..:2.::c3,"' 77'-' ,3
:.,

4:..__ __ 
:..:
86:__.:.....

--:..:
2D=--...:•

:....:-
--

-:-::-
-'l"-18:... 

Technics SB-M20 200 Well-balanced with natural perspectives and fine midband coherence, but bass is a bit boxy and uneven 20,32,23 70 50 e 1413 148 
Technics SB-M500 450 This model offers a clean. open sound, offset by midbass, heavy balance and low sensitivity 25,78,37 e lOO 8 25 e 1666 152 

4 Totem Model One 1,195 Utterly delightful but exasperatingly expensive luxury miniature sets the benchmark for its size 17,31,23 87 4 28 e 122 
Vandersteen 2Ce 1,395 Elegant staggered baffle contributes to a refreshing freedom from boxiness 41,101,27 e 88 , 86 

Wharfedale Valdus 400 199 Goes very loud with a minimum of amplification, but the sound is very thick and uneven. with a heavy upper bass 25,80.26 e 91 30 e 1414 148 
4 Wharfedale Valdus 500 299 Offering a large verston of events these rock boxes can move plenty of atr, albeit not as subtly as altern:..:a.::.tiv:...: ec:.s...:2:.:5.c:, 1:.:0::.8,.:.26::..:·:.5 -.:•:__..:.9.:..1__::..__....:4.:.0�•::......o_...t..:.17:...:5:.::8�1:.: 5.:..5 
4 Wharfedale MFM-3 350 Smooth broad mid band gives fine voice rendition; bass could be better -----
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Wilson benesch ACTl 6,400 Stylish, technically advanced and sonically as clean as a whistle, this is truly a high-end loudspeaker (Statements) 23,1D8, 37 e 89 40 1852 162 
4 lYP AI 199 Cute metal cased micro-miniature is quite coloured but great fun 14,22,12 88 8 1 30 :0 11JO 

� TO DISCOVER HOW YOU CAN ENJOY THE "EXPERIENCE OF SOUND" � 
m® m (01622) 672261181 FREEPOST ME15 6BR ® http://www.kef.com m® 
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HI·FI LOUDSPEAKERS (CONTINUED) 
Product Price(£) Comments · ----�.· ·•• • ."i'7"1'--";Y .-f·'f' ·"Y "'-''T Y-!..,. .Y.'• Y ""' Y� 
SUBWOOFERS 

B&W AS6 500 Good material value w1th a fair amount of low bass from !OOW active design 45,51,45.5 • 30 1736 154 
Celestion CS135 139 Compact hideaway passive sub lacks deep bass tor high sensitivity speakers -�9.34 • 86 45 • 128 
Jamo SW600 530 Has some neat styling touches and remote control but deep bass is limited (active) 38,41,53 • 30 1736 154 ----
KEF Model 308 500 Commendably discreet with good sense of timing but limited extension (active) 38.5,37,43 • 45 1736 154 
KEF AV! 2,500 Works well, looks great, shakes the windows but costs a lot and is bulky 56,43,50 • 45 128 
living Voice RW24 _!_1.51JQ_ The only horn subwoot� the UK market brings new meaning to low frequency energy, speed and resolution 146,84,59 • 104 8 40 • 163 

4 M&K VX-7B 450 Baby of a big range this active design delivers deep, plenteous bass albeit lacking in transparency 35,25,37 • 40 1736 154 -------
4 Rogers AB! 549 Subwoofer-cum-stand designed as partner for LS3/5a or similar miniatures 19,57,16 • 82 • 1354 143 

H 
i-fi furniture is more important than you might imagine. The 

effect it can have on the sound of your system is far from 

subtle. Hi-fi furniture can be split up into two categories­

equipment supports and loudspeaker stands. 

all manner of steel tube and section. 

Speaker stands come in a variety of sizes and styles to suit different 

models. Use dealer or manufacturer recommendations to narrow down 

the choice, but as a rule you want the tweeter at ear height. 

lt is not entirely clear what makes a great equipment support, but 

some are definitely more equal than others. There's a variety of 

approaches and materials used, including particle board, glass and � Best buy 4 Recommended 

HEIGHT (CM), Height of stand or equipment sheH. 

TOP PLATE SIZE (CM): Dimensions of top pote oo speal<er star<! 

or equipment support 

Al.LA8l£: Some speal<llr stands can be filled wilh sand and/or 

lead to mease mass. which affects souoo. 

WELDED: The better staoos aoo supports are welded ratt-.r than 

!Jotted together 

NUMBER Of SHELVES, The aroount of tiers oo an equipment 

STANDS & SUPPORTS 

rack or support 

SHELF TYPE: Matenal that shelves are made of oo an equipment 

rack. Wood gellef1!1� means MO[ 

FACTSBACK NUMBER: The Factsback reference f"' ordering a lax 

copy of the review. Use the contents page to find the Factsback 

information page. 

ISSUE NUMBER: The issue of Ht-Ft Choice in which the 

original review appeared. 

Product Pr i ce(£) Comments 
· · 

:: · ··-· �"''"'�c�'�Pi.'\T·:· 'f',-'-$.Y•"-'!Il<\Y.i.'\'f'��--!.l!f t.'!> 
Equipment Supports 

4 Audiophile Furniture Base 480 Easy to set up, well-ordered sound 
Custom Design Classic Four _1ZQ ___ Giass-shelved stand with octagonal wooden uprights with upward facing spikes isolating the top shelf, adjustable shelf height 
Fi-Rax R4 250 Lively, exuberant sound, slightly weak bass 

4 'Tra;;;;works H50o/H175 404 _ Two-sheH stand and isolation platform combo in tubular steel that made a spectacular impression on audition 
4 � Mana Acoustics Ref. Table 350 Kmg of rts type, angle �ron, chipboard and glass combmed to make a sigmf1cant difference to sound quality 

40 
81 

Wood 1633 151 
Glass 166 
Glass 1633 151 
Glass 166 
Glass 147 

4 Mana 5 Tier Sound Table 600 lnhmtely upgradeable Persuasive and thnlling glass and angle iron design that adds speed and bandwidth to components upon 1t 

• 
• 

• Glass 1633 151 
Glass 166 
MDF 1633 151 

4 Optimum lot 2000 OPT490 350 25kg stand with shelves sandwiched between variable height tubular uprights. Sounds smooth and relaxed with sturdy bass 
4 Quadraspire Q4 20()_ Easy to live w1th, and tonally neutral 
4 Sound Organisation Z038 130 Too lively and lacking order� but cheap 
4 Sound Organisation Z560 150 A mix of welded and bolted members gives good structural mtegnty Wh1le performance 1s not up wrth the best.l!"s great value 
4 Soundstyle Select 6105 280 Respectable sonics, structurally solid and smart 

Soundstyle Finewoods Wl05 320 Veneered shelves clamped between tubular uprights that delivers with classical material 
Stands Unique Sound Tower 249 Wooden uprights combine with glass shelves to provide a fresh, forward sound, but bass could be quicker 

4 Target B5 175 Free of colorations, fine grip and good value 
Speaker Stands 

A_IIJ��son NC I 
Alphason NCII 
Alphason Titan 

Apollo� 
4 Atacama BD21 

4 Atacama SE24 

AVF Tower 400 

lxos Dead rock 903 
4 Gale Reference 600 

4 Kudos S50 
4 Kudos SlOO 
4 Mana Soundframes 

Partington New Merlin 
4 Partington Discovery 
4 Partington Trophy 

Revolver RSl 
4 RMS/Stands Unique Vivus 
4 Soundstyle 124 
4 St'!.f1_ds Unique HP 
4 

_
Target Rl 

4 Target TR60 

45 Filled single-column design without threaded spike holes that's appropriate for non-critical applications 
_§O__Tall . slim and elegant. though sound and value are unexceptional 

120 Excels in the midband and allows voices to come across in a detailed an d expressive fashion 
80 Fine engineering value, but sound unexceptional and top-plate small 
55 Good-looking and good value but doesn't match the SE24's sound quality 
70 Stands out from the budget crowd because of the consistency and overall quality of the performance 
35 

_
Ridiculously cheap and much better than no stand at all 

50 Smooth and tonally even but short on definition. Deep bass is soh which doesn't help timing 
60 Smooth soundmg wrth 1mpress1ve bass well suited to less CIVIlised speakers 

100 Better sound than the budget stands. partJcularly at the bottom end 
270 .The best all-round stand around. . Probably .. 
125 For use under floorstanders and equipment racks, these make music effortless and natural, can be stacked for greater effect 
60 Although light in weight, the stand's performance seemed remarkably muscular but musical rendering lacked a little precision 
80 The depth and substance ot the presentation truly added to the conv1ncmg nature ot the system's portrayal 

100 Four-column des1gn w1th damped top and base plates. sound is tight and cogent w1th smoothly Integrated detail 
70 A good blend of performance and appearance for _tll! p� 

550 Pricey carbon fibres give ultra-clean sound with exceptional voices 
lOO Brg, shiny and solid, w1th fine mrdband proJeCtiOn 
220 Real wood disguises high performance tuned technology 
280 Truly high-mass four-pillar design with superb weight and speed, giving music delicious attack and outstanding imagery 
68 Lively, dynamic midrange and detailed treble from a less-than audiophile oriented twin column design 
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50 60,40 
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0-�•:......-..::--W.:::o= od 1633 151 
90 _46,36 • Wood 166 

82 
81 

48,27 
72,42 

• 

Glass 1633 151 
Wood 166 
Glass 1633 151 
Wood 1633 151 

_40-60 __16,16 • 1373 146 
-40-60 � • 159 

40-60 16 ,16 . � 1373 146 
66 15,13 • 159 
56 15,17 • 159 
61 19.5,17 • --=--c----:--=1:.::.37:...:3..:.1.:..:.. 46 
� 1� 
60 1373 146 

1373 146 
60 �1 • 159 
63 ____ 15�,2_ 1 __ • ______ �-7-----�1�59_ 

1373 146 
1373 146 
1373 146 
1373 !46 

• 

• 
• 

53 _1�18 • 
50 N/A 
65 17,16 • 
59 22,2� 
53 __..:lc:.: 5,.:..: 21---=-·--=-l 
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T 
urntables at the cheaper end of the market tend to 

be supplied with a matching tonearrn, and often 

include a 'starter' cartridge. Still better quality is 

found at higher prices among the separate motor units and 

tonearms. Careful partnering and set-up is essential for 

these components. 

Although the turntable is the most important part of a record 

player, the tonearrn is the second most important, and the quality of 

its construction and design have a significant bearing on sound quality. 

There are three basic types of arms listed in the key and each has its 

strengths, but pivoted designs are the most popular, for reasons both 

practical and economical. 

� Best buy � Recommended 

EFFECllVE MASS, This relates to cartridge complonce. General� 

higfl mass arms are surta�e for klw corn�once cartridges and 

track ltle disc in a linear fashion. 

PIVOTED, Arms which allow the cartridge to descnbe an arc as 

they traverse the record. 

two �anes. 

EFFECTIVE LENGTH (cm), Length of arm from beanng lo 

cartndge mounting 

FACTSBACK NUMBER, The reference for ordenng a lax copy of the 

review. Use the contents page to find the Factsback. 

vice versa. 

PARAllfl TRACKING, An arm whic!J alklws tlre cartr�ge to UHI-PIVOI Pivoted arms with a beanng that allows movement rn ADJUSTABLE HEIGHI Important lor accurate cartridge set-up. 

ISSUE NUMBER, The issue of Hi-Fr Ch01ce in which the 

original review appeared. 

Product Price(£) Comments Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 

Alphason HRlOOS 

Kuzma Stogi Ref 

Linn Ekos 
Moth Arm 
Rega RB300 

Roksan Tabriz Basic 

SME Series 300-309 
SME Series IV 

SME Series V 

490 
1,000 
1,297 

95 
139 

275 

657 
936 
1 ,391 

S-shaped arm sounds smooth, but nevertheless reproduces transients with fine attack Medium 86 
Large, solid and well-made arm, gives exceptionally clear sound with JUSt a hint of brightness High 79 
Superb, state-of-the-art design which builds significantly on predecessor's_ strengths Medium 6 
The ult1mate budget arm' Ref1ned. sweet,_cl_e!tailed and natural Low 60 
Desp1te its modest price 1t sets exceptional standards and could be used on many high-end turntables Low 237 60 

Targeted at the Xerxes. this is a good alternative to the Rega arm in many cases- a touch bright though Low 240 • 91 
Beautifully made and finished, fully adjustable and a highly neutral pertormer Low 238 • 79 
Superb engineering and finish with a finely balanced sound, impressive stereo focus and low coloration Low 233 • 60 
Excellent in all respects, this arm arguably sets the standards for pivoted arms. regardless of price Low 233 • 60 

T 
he radio medium operates at a lower profile than 1V, but in areas well worth having. Tuners come in two basic types. Analogue models 

outside pop music the BBC service is the envy of the world. Live tune gradually and can have analogue or digital displays; they are often 

concerts rrval all other sources from a hi-fi perspective. preferred for sound quality. Digital tuners offer convenient automatic 

Though tuners might seem something of a hi-fi afterthought,  the task they tune facilities and pre-set memories. 

discharge is far from simple, since it requires the skills of RF (reception) 

and audio (signal processing) engineering. The importance of the former 

will depend on reception conditions, but a high-quality aerial system is 
Best buy � Recommended 

WAvtBANOS, On� llle FM (VHF) bands �ve stereo hi-li sound, 

though IM (MW & LW) are usetul for receiving certarn 

transmissions in theUK 

applications. Basical� RDS tuners can Klentify and dis�ay llle 

name of llle rado statioo being recewed, but lhey offer a variety 

of otller features as well. 

aerial, useful for aligning your 'twig' dunng installation 

ROTARY TUNING KNOB, The ergonemical� attractive approach to 

d�l-surfing 

to find the Factsback information page. 

ISSUE NUMBER, The rssue of Hi-Fi Choice in whk:h llle on�nal 

review appeared 

PRESETS, Number of station frequenc�s lllat can be stored. 

RDS, (rad� data system) was on�nal� designed for in-oar 

Tuners 

REMOTE CONTROL, Couch-potato friend�. 

SIGNAL STRENGTH METER, Indicates strenglll of signal from 

FACTSBACK NUMBER, The Faclsback relerence for 

ordering a fax copy of the review. Use the contents page 

Product Price(£) Comments 'Y 'Y 'Y ,. ,. Y Y Y 

AMC T7 130 Pertormance adequate but price is sharp, especially with remote control. Some hum 166 
Arcam Alpha 1 230 Indifferent RF pertormance but a touch of audiophile sound quality with clean. strong signals FM,M,L 166 
Arcam Delta 280 399 Fine sound quality marred by mild synthesiser whine; RF pertormance only average. Remote £60 extra FM 120 
Audiolab 8000T 750 Unusual combmat1on of fme sound qualrty and RF pertormance (inc AM), and superb ergonom1cs FM,M.L 1254 142 
Denon TU-260L 120 Careful m1mmal1st des1gn promrses a surpnsmgly open and v1vac1ous sound FM,M.L 93 
Denon TU-425RD 200 A f1ne all-rounder w1th advanced RDS, good RF pertormance and decent sound. Remote extra FM, M 166 
Harman/Kardon TU950 200 Bulky but effective, delrvenng fme RF pertormance and good sound for the pnce _FM,M. L 166 
Linn Kremlin __1c60Q__ Controversially good sound at a very high price. The reviewer's saving up but you should check it out for yourself FM 1254 142 
Magnum Dynalab FT101 825 Although fairly expensive given its minimum set of facilities, its excellent sound pr�ided ample compensation FM 72 
Micromega Tuner 700 Has digital output but even without the Micromega DAC. this provides exceptional sound quality. Looks good too FM 1810 !57 
Mission Cyrus FM7 400 Open, generous soundstaging gives the musrc plenty of foundation, if a touch shut-in at the top FM 1254 142 

�usical Fidelity E5_0 __ 300 Sounds involving if coloured and with a subjectively larger-than-life presentation FM 1810 157 
Nairn NATO! 1 .645 There may be better sounding tuners in the worJcl. but we have yet to hear one FM 1254 142 
Pioneer F-504RDS 250 Cable-friendly with advanced RDS and excellent RF pertormance, slightly disappointing sound FM,M 166 
Rotel RT-935AX 160 Good ergonomics and sound quality at a realistic price, but limited features and RF selectivity __FM_,_ M 166 
Sony ST-SA3ES 250 Clean, lean presentation but needs a quality aerial to pertorm at its best FM,M, L 1810 157 
Technics ST-GT350L 150 Decent RF pertormance is offset by sound qualrty more typical of a mini/midi system FM,M,L 1254 142 
Thorens TRT2000 450 Not exactly neutral sounding. it nonetheless makes listening fun FM,M 1810 157 
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MAHtJoiL, \bu do� all, put the needleoo the recoo! and talE rtoff. 

AUIOo The reconl player OOes it all. 

SEMI-AUTO, 'lbu share the IWIIc you put� on, �talEs �off. 

SP£IDS, In RPM lo correspood wM your �atrers. 

SUSPENDED SUBCHASSIS, Sprung suspension to minimise 

TURNTABLES 

S 
pecialist turntables are what high fidelity sound 

is all about. CD players may offer silent 
backgrounds and flat frequency responses, but 

they can't match the dynamics and superlative timing that 

serious turntable users take for granted. Turntables at the 

cheaper end of the market tend to be supplied with a 

matching tonearm, and often include a 'starter' cartridge. Still 

better quality is found at higher prices among the separate motor units 

and tonearms. Careful partnering and set-up is essential for these 

components, but many so-called 'sympathetic' combinations exist. 
Because turntables are mechanical devices that are designed to 

retrieve modulations as small as a micron, engineering quality is of 

paramount importance. lt is also the reason why turntables cost as 

much as they do, and require high quality support systems. 

� Best buy � Recommended 

structural interterence . 

EXTERNAl PStl llut!xJard iJOI'I'f supply; general� rt indK:ates high 

quality. 

SUPPLIED WITH CARTRIDGE, Most turntables do not come 

supjJOd wrth a needle. 

ISSUE NUMBER, The issue of Hi-Fl Choice in which the ori�nal 

review appeared. 

SUPPUED WITit ARM, Many turntables require a separate ann lo 

be litred; rr not this tells )Ou so. 

FACTSBACK NUMBER, The factsback reference for 

ordering a fax copy of the review. Use the contents page 

to find the Factsback information page. 

Product Pnce(£) Comments � � � � � � � � � � 

Alphason Sonata 835 Good sound in all areas - bass, clarity and neutrality all in top c�ested with HR100S MCS) 79 

Clearaudio Reference 2,500 Opulent beast tested with Soother TQ-1 arm. Tends to gloss over detail with a fizzy character but is quite bold 

DNM Rota 2 4,800 Tonally slightly bleached, but extracts detail like few others. Works well on own table 

4 Dual 505-4 UK 200 Consistent sounding and well isolated turntable. lt is slightly lacking in oomph 103 

4 fKuzma Stabi/PS 1,200 (Tested with Stogi Reference) Solid oak plinth; sound is very clear, detailed and extended 

4 linn LP12 Basik 
4 Linn LP12 lingo 

1,050 Trails the full LP12 significantly, but pace, rhythm, timing etc still top rank 

1,750 The classic reference is improved by the Lingo, but charming character remains 

4 Michell Gyrodec 765 Sweet and natural-sounding player, well matched to Rega RB300 arm 

Moth Kanoot 329 Rather coarse-sounding deck that requires decent isolation and comes with a Rega RB300 arm 

4 Notts Analogue Spacedeck/Arml,125 No frills, JUSt a ftrst-rate, outstandingly natural-sounding deck that will last forever 

4 Pink Triangle Anniversary 1,980 Possibly the most detailed, clear and neutral-sounding deck around. Likeness to master tape is uncanny 

4 Pro-ject 2 299 Remarkably effective at the price with decent timing and a generally well defmed sound 

4 Pro-ject 6/Sumiko 699 Don't think of this as a mid-price deck with a good arm, but as a scaled-down Oracle Delphi- it's that good 

4 Rega Planar 2 214 A remarkable product at the pnce. surprtsmgly articulate and confident 

4 Rega Planar 3 274 The '3 sounds musical in a balanced and coherent manner, needs decent isolation and suffers a little pitch instability 

4 Rega Planar 9 1.598 Featuring the RB900 arm and a ceramic plinth, this deck puts Rega into contention with the best decks available 

4 Reson RSl 675 Supplted set-up and ready-tuned, thts unconventiOnal deck is packed wtth mtd-band detail 

Rivelin Eclipse 1,100 Tested with SME 309. Tends to simplify things and add a slightly ragged edge to the procee_clillE__ ��-

4 Roksan Radius 3/Tabriz zi 890 Elegant-looking turntable with a tidy, ordered sound. Bright and breezy if a shade lightweight 

SME Model 20A 4,631 Supplied with Series V arm. Engineered to last a lifetime, giving excellent stereo and detail retrieval 

4 Systemdek 1/920/Moth 235 The motor is derivative of the Rega Planar 2 with a Moth arm. Up-tempo, even bright at times but never lacks enthusiasm 

4 Systemdek 2X2 499 Neutral, flexible and dynamic deck that begs to be used with a good arm and cartridge 

4 Thoren s TD166 VI/UIVRB 300 Refmed and solid sound with well-focused tmagery; suttable for use with good MM and budget MC cartndges 

Thorens TD2001 700 Balances convenience and sound well, but deck lacks detail and bass could be better controlled 

4 Well Tempered Record Player !,800 Intriguing and challenging. Musically it is not ideal, but has a limpid quality and a lack of artificiality that sets standards 

[Wilson-benesch TT/Act 2 arm 3,249 Carbon fibre is extensively used in this neutral and well-resolved turntable with its fabulous unipivot tonearm (Statements) 

E
ver wanted to look back at a Hi-Fi 
Choice review or needed some sound 
independent advice to make up that 

'Best Buy' system? Factsback is a personal 
service designed to help you navigate the 
ever-increasing list of available products. 
Now, our reprints are instantly available to 
you via your fax (or fax/modem) 24 hours a 
day. You get the review you need, just when 
you need it. International readers can order 
copies of reviews (£1.50 per page with a 
credit card) by calling Starcomm on +44 
1132 940600. 

How much will it cost? 
The cost of our easy-to-use service is 39p per 

minute off-peak and 49p per minute at all other 

times. The pages you will receive have been 

designed to keep user costs to a minimum. The 

Facts back system was put together by 

Starcomm Ltd (01132) 940600. 

CALL 0930 110118 

How Hi-Fi Choice works 

0 Call the Factsback system from the handset of vour fax 
machine. The handset must be switched ro 'ron

'
e' . 

0 Following voice promP.tS, select either an index of documents 
or specif1c documents by a known document number from 
rhe keypad of your fax machine. 

0 Facrsback delivers your choice of documents ro your fax 
machine complete with coversheer. 
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MANUFACTURER & DISTRIBUTOR CONTACT NUMBERS 

Acoustic Energy Ltd • tel 01285 654432 • lax 01285 654430 • E-mail info@acoustic-energy.co.uk 

Acoustic Precision • tel 01483 267516 • lax 01483 267516 

Acurus • Audio Illusion • tel 01753 542761 • fax 01753 772532 

ADT • Aanvil Audio • tel 01359 240687 • lax 01359 240687 

Ad on • Aanvil Audio • tel 01359 240687 • fax 01359 240687 

Air Tan nt • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • fax 0181 879 7962 • E-mail73064, 1710@oompuserve com 

Aiwa UK • tel 0181 897 7000 • fax 0181 564 9446 • Dealers 2000+ 

Akai (UK) Ltd • tel 0181 897 6388 • fax 0181 897 1508 • Dealers 250 

AKG • Harman Audio UK Ltd • tel 0181 207 5050 • fax 0181 207 4572 • Dealers 30 

Alon • Sound lma e UK • tel 0181 255 6868 • tel 0181 255 6869 

arcam.co.uk 

Art Audio • tel 0115 965 3604 • fax 0115 963 7795 

Atacama • Sambell En ineerin • tel 01455 283251 • fax 01455 283908 

ATC Loudspeaker Technology Ltd • tel 01285 760561 • fax 01285 760683 • Dealers 25 

ATD • Aanvil Audio • tel 01359 240687 • fax 01359 240687 

Audio Innovations • Hi-fi Direct • tel 0500 333500 • fax 0171 4035152 

Audio Note • Audio Note UK • tel 01273 220511 • fax 01273 731498 • Dealers 15 

Audio Ph sic • Aanvil Audio • tel 01359 240687 • fax 01359 240687 

audiotechnica.co.uk 

Audiomeca • Kronos Distribution • tel 018687 48632 • fax 018687 48281• E-mail anon diaL i� 

�hile Furniture • tel 01342 826262 • lax 01342 824845 

Audioquest • A&R Cambridge • tel 01223 203203 • lax 01223 863384 • E-mail custserv@arcam.co.uk 

Audiostatic • Audiofreaks • tel 0181 948 4153 • fax 0181 948 4250 • E-mail into audiofreaks.i-wa .co.uk 

Audiovector • The Chord Com an • tel 01722 331674 • fax 01722 411388 

AVI • AV International Ltd • tel 01453 765682 • fax 01453 752777 • Dealers 23 

B&O • Ban & Olufsen UK Ltd • tel 01734 692288 • fax 01734 693388 • Dealers 167 

B&W Louds eakers (UK Sales ltd) • tel 01903 750750 • fax 01903 750694 • Dealers 400 

Basis • RT Services • tel 01235 810455 • fax 01235 810455 

Castle Acoustics Ltd • tel 01756 795333 • lax 01756 795335 • Dealers 264 

CAT • Audio Reference • tel 01483 575344 • fax 01483 301412 

Celestion International Ltd • tel 01622 687442 • fax 01622 687981 • Dealers 200 

Cerwin Ve a • CSE Administration • tel 01423 359054 • fax 01423 359058 • Dealers 98 

Chario • MDC • tel 01992 573030 • fax 01992 574030 • E-mail mdc.hifi@virgin.net 

Chord • The Chord Company Ltd • tel 01722 331674 • fax 01722 411388 • Dealers 210 

Chord Electronics • tel 01622 764874 • fax 01622 688480 

Classe Audio • Audio Illusion • tel 01753 542761 • fax 01753 688480 

Clearaudio • Audiofreaks • tel 0181 948 4153 • fax 0181 948 4250 • E-mail into audiofreaks.i-wa .oo.uk 

Clements • Wollaton Audio • tel 0115 928 4147 • lax 0115 9280625 • E-mail audio 

Concordant • Sambell En ineering • tel 01455 283251• fax 01455 283908 

Conrad-Johnson •Audiofreaks • tel0181 948 4153 • fax0181 948 4250 • E-m<il
. 

Cop land • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • fax 0181 879 7962 • E-mail73064. 1710@compuserve.com 

Credo • Townshend Audio • tel 0181 979 21255 

ibm.net 

Custom Design • tel 0191 262 4646 • lax 0191 262 4646 

Dali • Audio Club • tel 01296 82017 • fax 01296 86331 • E-mail sales@nad co.uk 

HI-FT CHOICE 

Dual • RAM UK Ltd • tel 0161 973 0505 • fax 0161 905 1965 • Dealers 450 

Dynavector • Pear Audio Ltd • tel 01665 830862 • fax 01665 830051 

EAD • Audio Illusion • tel 01753 542761 • fax 01753 772532 

EAR • Yoshino • tel 01480 861834 • fax 01480 453971 

ECA Distribution • tel 0181 998 1086 • lax 0181 998 1086 • Dealers 5 

Electrofluidics • tel 0171 247 0813 • fax 0171 247 7382 

Electrocompaniet • Sound lma e UK • tel 0181 255 6868 • tel 0181 255 6869 

Electrostatic Research • Audusa & Co • tel 0181 942 6241 • fax 0181 241 0999 

EMF Audio • tel 0181 361 6734 • fax 0181 361 4136 • E-mail mcreek@ibm.net 

Epos Acoustics • tel 01705 407722 • fax 01705 407722 • Dealers 68 

Exposure Electronics • tel 01273 423877 • fax 01273 430619 

Fanfare • RT Services • tel 01235 810455 • fax01235 810455 

Farada Sound • tel 01603 762967 

Fi-Rax • JEM Distribution • tel 01924 277626 • fax 01924 270759 

Forte Audio • Acoustic Ener Ltd • tel 01285 654432 • fax 01285 654430 • E-mail into 

Frameworks • Arrow Consultancy Ltd • tel 01702 611451 • fax 01702 469078 

Gale • Hi-fi Direct • tel 0500 333500 • • fax 0171 4035152 • Dealers 23 

Gallo • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • fax 0181 879 7962 • E-mail73064 1710 oom userve.com 

Gamma Acoustics • tel 01753 526939 • fax 01753 532262 

Glanz • Presence Audio • tel 01444 461611 • fax 01444 461510 

GLL • Goodmans GLL • tel 01705 492777 • fax 01705 470875 • Dealers 250 

Goldrin Products Ltd • tel 01284 701101 • fax 01284 750040 • Dealers 100 

Good mans Industries Ltd • tel 01705 391000 • fax 01705 391077 

Grado • Goldrin Products Ltd • tel 01284 701101 • fax 01284 750040 • Dealers 50 

Graham • Audio Reference • tel 01483 575344 • fax 01483 301412 

Grant Am lifiers • tel 01705 837392 • fax 01705 871263 

Grundig International Ltd • tel 01788 577155 • fax 01788 562354 

GT Audio • tel 01895 833099 • fax 01895 833099 

Harbeth Acoustics Ltd • tel 01444 440955 • fax 01444 440688 • E-mail sound@harbeth com 

Helius Desi ns • tel 01386 830083 • Dealers 5 + direct 

He brook Hi-fi Ltd • tel 01579 342866 • fax 01579 342833 • Dealers 75 

H�rning • Definitive Audio • tel(fax 0115 981 3562 

Infinity • Gamepath Ltd • tel 01908 317707 • fax 01908 322704 • Dealers 85 

lnteraudio • Bose UK Ltd • tel 01795 475341 • fax 01795 427227 

lxos • Path Distribution • tel 0121 749 2240 • fax 0121 748 3838 • Dealers 700 

aol 

Jadis • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • fax 0181 879 7962 • E-mail73064 1710 oom serve.oom 

Jamo UK Ltd • tel 01327 301300 • fax 01327 300511 • Dealers 300+ 

Jeff Rowland • MDC • tel 01992 573030 • tax 01992 574030 • E-mail mdc.hifi@virg"'in."'ne"'-t ___ _ 

John Shearne • tel 01438 740953 • fax 01438 221690 

Jordan Watts Acoustics Ltd • tel 0181 985 1646 • fax 0181 986 0112 

JPW Louds eakers Ltd • tel 01752 607000 • fax 01752 607001 • Dealers 200 

JVC UK Ltd • tel 0181 450 3282 • fax 0181 208 3038 • Dealers 5000 

KEF Audio Ltd • tel 01622 672261 • fax 01622 750653 • Dealers 240 

Kenwood • Trio-Kenwood UK • tel 01923 816444 • fax 01923 819131 • Dealers 1000 

Keswick Audio • tel 01977 671823 • 01977 671823 • Dealers 13 

Kimber Cable • RATA Ltd • tel 01539 823247 • fax 01539 823317 

Kiseki • Presence Audio • tel 01444 461611 • fax 01444 461510 • Dealers 10 +direct 

Koetsu • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • lax 0181 879 7962 • E-!MI73064, 171Q@o:Jm!J,!Se!W.com 

Koss • HW International • tel 0181 808 2222 • fax 0181 808 5599 • E-mail hwinternational diaL i ex.com 

Krell • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • fax 0181 879 7962 • E-mail73064, 1710 @oompuserve.com 

Kronos Distribution • tel 018687 48632 • fax 018687 48281 

Kudos • B&W Louds eakers • tel 01903 750750 • fax 01903 750694 

Kuzma • Audiofreaks •tel 0181 948 4153 • lax 0181 948 4250 • E-mail info@audiofreaks.i-way.co.uk 

LAT International • Audusa & Co • tel 0181 942 6241 • fax 0181 241 0999 

LFD • tel 01255 422533 • fax 01255 221069 • Dealers 7 

Linaeum • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • fax 0181 879 7962 

Lmn Products • tel 0141 644 5111. • fax 0141 644 4262 

Living Voice • Definitive Audio • tel 0115 981 3562 • fax 0115 981 3562 

London • Presence Audio • tel 01444 461611 • fax 01444 461510 • Dealers 10 + direct 

Lowther Voight Ltd • tel 0181 300 9166 • tax 0181 3080778 • E-mail sales@lowtherloudspeakers.co.uk 

Lumle Reference • Reference International • tel 01892 547003 • fax 01892 547004 

Luxman • Hi-fi Direct • tel 0500 333500 • fax 0171 4035152 • Dealers 23 

L nwood Electronics • tel 01709 873667 • fax 01709 873408 • Dealers 25 

L ra • Path Premier • tel 01494 441736 • fax 01494 440360 
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MANUFACTURER & DISTRIBUTOR CONTACT NUMBERS (CONTINUED) 

M&K • The Mafia Trading Co •tel 01794 519599 •tax 01794 519599 
MAG Audio (UK) ltd • tel/fax 0181 555 1222 
M�g��lanar • Wood stock Music & Film Systems • tel 01865 883535 • tax 01865 881012 
Magnum • Hailey Audio ltd • tel 01992 442425 • tax 01992 4481§7 • De�rs 6 
Magnum Dynalab •Audio Reference • tel 01483 575344 • tax 01483 301412 
Mana Acoustics • tel 01753 655744 • tax 01753 655766 
Manticore Audio Visual • tel 01767 318437 • tax 01767 318462 • E-mail manticore@dial.pipex.com 
Marantz Hi-fi UK ltd • tel 01753 680868 • f�x 01753 680428 • Dealers 200+ 
Mark Levinson • Path Premier • tel 01494 441736 • tax 01494 440360 
Martin-Logan • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • tax 0181 879 7962 • E-ml7ni4, l7l�ron 
Matisse • GT Audio • tel 01895 833099 • tax 01895 833099 
Maxell UK Ltd • tel 01923 777171 • tax Ql923 7777lQ • burge�c�u.maxell.com 
Mclntosh • MPI Electronic UK Ltd • tel 01483 454993 • tax 01483 454992 
Meridian Audjo_Ltd • �1480 434334 �tax 01480 432948_ •_E-mail admill@m�idian-audio.com 
Metaxas • UK Distribution • tel 01753 654531 • tax 01753 652669 
Michi • Gamepath ltd • tel 01908 317707 • tax 01908 322704 
Micro-Seiki • Absolute So_ll_nds • tel 0181 947 5047 • tax 0181 879]962 • E-ma� 73064" 17lO@crolflJS81"18.lOOl 
Micromega • MDC • tel 01992 ill030 • tax 01992 574030 •_Lmail mdc.hifi@llirgin.net 
Mission • Centralforce ltd • tel 01480 451777 • tax 01480 432777 • Dealers 259 
Monitor Audio ltd • tel D1223 242898 • tax 01223 214532 • Dealers 45 
Monrio • UK Distribution • tel 01753 652 669 • tax 01753 654531 
Monster • Gamepath ltd • tel D1908 317707 • tax 019D8 3227D4 • Dealers 181 
Mordaunt-Short ltd • M.Q1705 4jl77?_2 • �x Ol7()2JQ0099 • pealers 20D 
Morel • Wilmslow Audio • tel 0!_455 28660� fax_Qill5 286§0 ? __ 

Moth Marketing • tel 01234 7 41152 • tax D 1234 7 42028 • Dealers 30 
Musical Fidelity L!.!L�.Jg!_Ol.§.!JlOD 2866 • tax 0181 900 298)_�ealers 145 
Musical Technology • tel 01494 793137 • tax 01494 793345 
Myryad Systems ltd • tel 01705 265508 • tax 01705 231407 • E-mail sales@myriad.force9.net 

NAD Marketing ltd • tel01296 82017 • tax 01296 86331 • E-mail sales@nad.co.uk 
Naim Audio • tel 01722 332ill_o fa�l7_22 412034 • Dealer�. 
N�Acoustics • tel 01833 63j021 • fa�Ol833 630QR.• E-m_<li!_johncar!!!!&!Jln@neat.octacon.co.uk _ 

Nottingham Analogue � 01773 762947 • tax 01773 _!;33566 • Dealers 4 
NVA • tel 01763 272707 • tax 01763 271594 

Onkyo UK • Audio Club • tel 01296 82017 • tax 01296 86331 
QQtimu_mfD.!ernational_2000 • tel/fax 01274 583249 
Oce_lle Htfi_• tel 0181 U09388 • tax 0181 8109365 • Dealers 3Q_ 
Origin Live •_ tel 01703 442183 • 1�01703 398905 •_Dealers 25 
Ortofon • Henley Designs • tel 01753 889949 • tax 01753 889636 • Dealers 200 

Panasonic UK ltd • tel 0990 357357 • tax 0541 580550 • E-mail customersupport@Panasonic.co.uk 
Partingjon_" te1_01322 383712 • tax 01322 381117 
Philips Consumer Electronics Ltd • tel 0181 689 4312 • Dealers 5000+ 
Pickering_Cartridges • tel 01904 6_12463 • tax 01904 652225 
Pink Triangle Projects • tel 0171 703 5498 • tax 0171 2526746 • Dealers 47 
Pioneer HiEh Fidelity (GB) ltd • tel 01753 789564 • tax 01753 789500 • Web. wwwj1gb_2ioneer co uk 
Pl�tinum �Wood stock Music & Fil!]}jystl)_m�· tel 01865 883� • tax 018§5 881012 
Polk A_LJdio • tel Ol72l827:U 1 • fax_Q1727 827284 • E-mail sreect@Jlolkaudio.com 
Posselt • GT Audio • tg!_Ol895 833099 • tax 01895 833099 
Primare • MDC • tel 01992 573030 • tax 01992 574030 • E-mail mdc.hifi@virgin.net 
Prime Design • tel 0181 906 0181• tax 0181 959 5008 
Pro-ject • Henley Designs • tel 01753 889949 • fax_Q1753 889636 • Dealers 70 
ProAc • DNA Marketing • tel 01798 343414 • tax 01798 343424 • Dealers 19 
Professionai_Monitor Co • tel 01707 393002 • tax 017_Q7 39351§ • E-mail sales@�romonitor.co.uk 
PS Audio • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • tax 0181 879 7962 

QED Audio floducts Ltd • tel 01276 451166 • tax 01276 452211 • Dealers 150+ 
QLN UK Ltd_• tel 0135]]30251 • tax 01352 731273 
Quad • Centralforce • tel 01480 433777 • tax 01480 431767 • E-mail info@quad-hifi.co.uk 
Quadraspire ltd • tel 01634 296615 • tax 01634 720269 • Dealers 50 

RCF Electron_ics • tel 01268 570808 • tax 01268 570809 • E-mail sales@rcf-uk.com 
RA Labs • RDL Acoustics • tel 01484 603333 • tax 01484 607774_ • E-mail Alison@dial.pipex.com 
Realistic • Tandy • tel 01922 434000 • tax 01922 710789 • Dealers 346 
Rega Research ltd • tel 01702 333071 • tax 01702 432427 • E-mail design@rega.onyxnet.co.uk 
Rehdeko • Virtual Reality Audio S stems • tel 01277 227355 • tax 01277 224103_ 
REL Acoustics ltd • tel 01656 768777 • tax 01656 766093 • Dealers 80 
Reson • V'!!ual Reality Audio System�: tel 01277 227355 • tax 01277 2211.03 
Revolver UK Ud • tel 01§_1 973 0505 • tax 0161 9QU165 • E-mail tab 280l@msn.com 
Revox • MDC • tel 01992 573030 • tax 01992 574030 • E-m_ail mdc.hifi@virgin.net 
Richard Alien Loudspeakers • tel 01274 872442 • tax 01274 869935 
Rivelin Audio_:_ Sonic Link • tel 0!_332 674929 • f"!J)l332 2�816 
Rockport Technologies • Vinyl Demand • tel 01425 654545 • fa�01425j5440Q 
Rogers • Swisstone Electronrcs ltd • tel 0181 640 2172 • fax 0181 685 9496 
Roksan • Centralforce ltd • tel 01480 433777 • fax 01480 431767 • E-mail rnfo@guad-hifi.co.uk 
Rose Industries ltd • tel 01235 847023 • fax 01235 847023 
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Ross Consumer Electronics Ltd • tei_Q1204 862026 .:Jax 01204 861033 • E-mail info@rosscp.col)l 
Rote I • Gamepath Ltd • tel 01908 317_707 • fax 01908 322704 
Royd Loud�eakers Co Ltd • tel 01952 290700 • tax 01952 290190 • Dealers 65 
Ruark • tel 01702 601410 • fax 01702 601414 

Sansui UK • tel 0181 591 6961 • tax 0181 594 3996 
SD Acoustics • tel 0181 399 6308 • fax 0181 399 630�_:_E-mail ��v@claraJ!et 
Sennheiser UK Ltd • tel 01494 551551 • tax 01494 551550 • E-mail 106066.?_217@compuserve.com 
Sentec • MAG Audio (UK) ltd • tel/fax 0181 555 1222 
Shahinian • Pear Audio Ltd • tel 01665 �30862 • fax 01665 830051 
Sharp Electronrcs (UK) ltd • tel 0161 205 2333 • tax 0161 205 7076 • E-mail custinfo@sharp-uk.co.uk 
Shearne Audio • tel 01438 740953 • tax 01438 221696 
Sherwood • Hi-fi Direct • tel 0500 333500 • • fax 0171 4035152 
Shun Mook • Audiofreaks •tel 0181 948 4153 • tax 0181 948 4250_ • E-rnarl info@audiofreaks.i-way.co.uk 
Shure • HW International • tel 0181 808 2222 • fax 0181 808 5599 • E-mail hwinternational@dial.pipex.com 
Sil�ch • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • tax 0181 879 7962 • _l::_mail73064, 1710@compuserve.com 
SME ltd • tel 01903 814321 • tax 01903 814269 • Dealers 125 
Sonic Frontiers • MPI Electronic UK Ltd • tel 01483 454993 • tax 01483 454992 
Soniclink • Audiokits • tel 01332 674929 • tax 01332 298836 
Sonus-Faber • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • fax Ot8t 879 7962 • E-mail73064, lllO@Icornpuserve.m 
Sony United Kingdom ltd • tel 0181 784 1144 • fax 01635 875250 • Web. www sony.europe.corn 
Sound Organrsatron • Goldring Products Ltd • tel 01284 701101 • fax 01284 750040 
Sound-Lab • Audiofreaks •tel 0181 948 4153 • fax 0181 948 4150 _.: E-mail info@audiofreaks.i-waj.Co.uk 
Soundstyle • Goldnng Products Ltd • tel 01284 701101 • fax 01284_750040 
Spendor Audio �ystems • tel 01323 843474 • fax 01323 442254 • Dealersj7 
Spica • Presence Audio • tel 01444 461611 • fax 01444 461510 
Stands Unique • tel/fax 01933 46t058 • Web. audioweb demon.co uk/stand/ 
Stanton • Lamba Electronics_plc• tel 017278 40527 • fax 017278 37811 
Stax • Path Premier • tel 01494 441736 • fax 01494 440360 
Stemfoor:t Audio • Audio S1nergy Ltcl_:_tel 01924 406016 • _tax 01924 410069 
Sugden • Audio Synergy Ltd • tel 01924 406016 • tax 01924 410069 • Dealers 12 
Sumiko • Path Premier • tel 01494_1.11736 • fax 01494 4403§0 _ 

Sumo • Audusa & Co • tel 0181 942 6241 • fax 0181 241 0999 
Sjstem Audio • The Chord Company • tel 01722 331674 • tax 01722 411388_ 
Systym • Systemdek Ltd • tel 01294 271251 • fax 01294 277095 

Talk Electronics • tel 01252 378383 • tax 01252 371818 
TanniJY ltd • tel 01236 420199 • tax 01236 428230 • web. www. Tannoy.com • Dealers 400 
Tara Labs • Acoustic Energy Ltd • tel 01285 654432 • tax 01285 651430.." S::<:nai ilft@aru;ti;-1liB))'.CO.lil 

Target Audio Products • tel 01582 401244 • tax 01582 485990 
TDL Electronics ltd • tel 01628850111 • tax 0 _162§_850130 • E-mail tdlelectronics@con,puserve.com 
Teac UK ltd • tel 01923 819630 • tax 01923 236290 • Dealers 200 
Technics • Panasonic tel 0990 3573� • tax 0541 580550 • E-mail customersupport@Panasonic.co.uk 
Theta • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • tax 0181 879 7962 �-mail 73064, l710@compuserve.com 
Thief • MPI Electronic UK Ltd • tel 01483 454993 • fax 01483 454992 
Thorens • Portfolio Marketing • tel 01489 795519 
Thule • Virtual Reality Audio Sjstems • tel 01277 227355 • tax 01277 22_4103 
Totem • May Audio Marketi�g (UK) Ltd • tel 01535 632700 • tax 01?35 63?_§..87 
Townshend Audio • tel/fax 0181 979 2155 • E -mail townshend.audjQ@dral.(lip_ex.com 
Transfiguration •Audio Reference • tel 01483 575344 • tax Ol48UQ!.4l?_ 
Transparent Audio_. Absolute Sounds • tel Ol8lj!47 501? • tax 0181 879 7962 

_ 

Triangle • Kronos Distribution • tel 018687 48632 • tax 018687 48281•_E-mail arion@dial.pipex.com 
Trichord Research ltd • tel 01684 573524 • tax 01684 577380 
Tube Technology • tel 01932 821111 • tax 01932 821182 • E-mail tube technology@compuserve.com 

UKD�a.: UK Drstribution • tel 01753 654531 • tax 01753 652669 
Unison Research • UK Distribution • tel 01753 654531 • tax 01753 652669 

van den fM • teiQ181 810 9388 • tax 018_!jJO 9365,__ __ _ 

Vandersteen • A&R Ca_mbridge • teiQ.ll23 203203 • tax 01W �63384 • E-_!!lail custserv@af!]m.co.uk 
Vrsonic • Canford Audio • tel 0191 415 0205 • tax 0191 416 03L 
Vivanco UK Ltd • tel 01442 231616 • tax 01442 403030 • Dealers 1000+ 
VPI • Audiofreaks • tel 0181 948 4153 • tax 0181 948 4250 • E-mail info@audiofreaks.i-way.co.uk 

Wadia • Woodstock • tel 01865 883535 • fax_Q1865 881012 
Well Tempered • Pear A[Jdio Ltd • tel 01665 §30862 • tax 01665 830051 
Whartedale Loudspeakers ltd • tel 01480 431737 • fax 01480 431767 
Wheaton • Audiofreaks •tel 0181 948 4153 • tax 0181 9 8 4250 • E-marl rnfo_@audiofreaks.r-w�_&o.uk 
Wilmslow Audio • tel 01455 286603 • tax 01455 286605 • E-mail wilmslowaudio@dial.pipex.com 
Wilson • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • tax 0181 879 7962 • E-mail73064, l710@compuserve.com 
Wood side Electronics • tel 01994 448271 • fax 01994 448665 

Yamaha Electronics UK • tel 01923 233166 • tax 01923 244930 • E-mail sales@yamaha-hifi.demoo.co.uk 
Yoshino • tel 01480 861834 • fax 01480 861869 

Zeta • Moth Marketing • tel 01234 741152 • fax 01234 742028 
lYP • Presence Audio •Jel 01444 461611 • fax 01444 461510 

HI-FI CHOICE 



BATH/BRISTOL 
AUDIO EXCE LLENCE,  65 Park Street, Bristol. 
Tel (0117) 9264975. All thafs best in Hi-R careful­
ly selected and demonstrated by friendly 
knowledgeable staff, at prices to suit al l  budgets. 
Delivery and installation, home dems, part 
exchange, in-house workshops, ful l  credit 
facilities with interest free on selected items. lues­
Sat 9.00-5.30. Closed Mon. liB 
THE RIGHT NOTE, Tel (01225) 87 4728. Give your 
ears a new reference point for the best sounds at 
any price. Forget reviews and trying to put logether 
a system like a patchwork qui� with the 'best' bits 
around. �·s our job to do the assessing, you judge 
the resu�. Come here, or we'll come to you, and 
plan a system for the future, even if you spread the 
purchases. Leave "upgrade-itis" behind, save 
money and enjoy music. Just listen, and you'll 
know. Ask also about our ex-dem and mint used 
items it you mustl Our credentials - CD: Acurus, 
Audio Synthesis, Classe, Enlightened Audio Design, 
Meracus, Orelle, Wadia, XT C. Vinyl: Basis, Graham, 
Michell, Sumiko. Amps: Arcurus, Audio Scultpture, 
CAT, Classe, DNM, Kora, Lumley, Meracus, Michell, 
Orelle, Sirius, Sonneteer, XTC. Speakers: Audio 
Artistry, Audio Physic, Ethos, Harbeth, Lumley, 
Magneplanar, Mirage, NEAT, Spender, Totem. 
Tuners: Fanfare, Magnum Dynalab. Cables: Chord, 
DNM, Silver Sounds, Soniclink, nee. 
V' AUDIO, 36 Druid Hill, Stoke Bishop, Bristol BS9 
1EJ. Tel (0117) 9686005. Alon, ATC, Audiomeca, AVI, 
Cable Talk , Cadence Valve, Chord Amps, 
Electrocompaniet, Exposure, Goldring, Harman 
Kardon, Heybrook. Jamo, LFD, Lyra, Mesa Baron, 
Michell, Opera, Oracle, Ortolon, Pink Triangle, Pro-Ac, 
Project, REL, Ruark, Sheame Audio, Silver Sounds, 
SME (inc 20A), Sonic Link, Stax, Townshend, 
Triangle, Trichord, Unison Research. Dems including 
home cinema by appt only, home trial facilities, free 
installation, service facilities. Access, Visa. For lull 
product listingJllease see Dealer Guide. 

BEDFORDSHIRE 
RICHARD$ AUDIO VISU AL, 4 Greytriars, Bedford, 
Tel  (01234) 365 165. Stockists of Ar cam, 
Audioquest, Aura, Beyer, B&W, Base, Celestion, 
Gyrus, Denon, Heybrook, Marantz, Mission, Moth, 
Nakamichi, Ortofon, Pioneer, Pro-ject, REL, Rotel, 
Royd. Ruark, Sennheiser, Systemdek, Target, 
Thorens, Van den Hul & more! Hi-Fi Listening 
Room. Open 6 days 9.30-5.30. 

BERKSHIRE 
AUDIO T, 4 Queens Walk, Broad Street Mall, 
Reading. Tel (0118) 958 5463. Fax (0118) 956 
6417. Open lues-Sat 9-5.30. See our main entry 
under Oxford. We also sell Audio Alchemy, AV, 
Linn, Naim

il�ifliJ'I��HAM 
liB 

GRIFFIN AUDIO, 94 Bristol Street, Birmingham. 
Tel (0121) 692 1359/(0121) 622 2230. Please see 
full entry under Wst Midlands 
MUSIC MATIERS, 351 Hagley Road, Edgbaston, 
Birmingham B17 SOL. Tel (0121) 429 2811. Rotel, 
Denon, Lexicon, Tannoy, Ruark, Alchemist, 
Exposure, Pioneer, Roksan, Nakamichi, Arcam, 
Audiolab, Musical Rdelity, Mission/Gyrus, Meridian, 
KEF, Monitor Audio, Pink Triangle. 2 single speaker 
luxury demo rooms. Appts nee, home trial facilities, 
free installation, service dept. Access, Visa, instant 
credit up to £1000, interest free credit available. 
Tue-Thur 10.30-6, Fri 10.30-8, Sat 10-6. liB 
MUSIC MAffiRS, 93-95 Hobs Moat Road, Solihull, 
W. Midlands B92 HJ1. Tel (0121) 742 0254. See 
main entry under West Midlands. liB 
MUSIC MAT T ERS, 156-157 Lower High Str, 
Stourbridge, W Midlands 018 ITS. TEL (01384) 

444184. See main entry under West Midlands. 
liB 

SOUND ACADEMY 152a High Street, Bloxwich, Nr 
Walsall  w. Midland s, Tel  (01922) 493499/ 
473499. Audio equipment from leading and spe­
cialist brands, with 3 demo floors, home trials, 
home cinema with instore demo theatre, evening 
demo's by appointment. In house service dept. 
Mai l  order avai l .  lnt free credit subject 
to status.Open 6 days 9am - 6pm. Late night 
friday. Expert advice, cable dressing and free 
installation liB 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 
NOR THWOOD AUDIO, 98 Cambridge St, 
Aylesbury, Bucks HP20 1 BA. Tel. (01296) 28790 
(AlP). Selected sounds from Alchemist, Audio 
Meca, Aura, Boston, B&W, Cabletalk, Castle, 
Celest ion, Chord Company, Denon, D.P.A., 
Exposure, Grado, Harman Kardon, Heybrook, KEF, 
Marantz, Michell, Micromega, Monitor Audio, 
Moth, Musical Technology, NAD, Nakamichi, Pink 
Triangle, Pro-Ac, Rega, REL, Rose, Rotel, Royd, 
Ruark, Systemdek, Tannoy, TDL, Teac, Thorens. 
NOBODY EVER REGRETIED PURCHASING THE 
BEST. Export orders welcome. 2 Dem rooms. 
Credit facilities available. 
TECHNOSOUND and AUDIO INSIGHT, 7-8 
Granville Square, Willen, Milton Keynes, Bucks, 
MK15 9JL. Tel: (01908) 604949. Main lines 
include Meridian, Arcam, B&W, Acoustic Energy, 
Musical Rdelity, Mission, Ruark, Royd, Teac, UKD. 
4 Dem Rooms, Custom Home Cinema, Video 
Projection and Dolby Digital. Service Department, 
Free Installation and Home Trial Facilities. Access 
& Visa accepted and Interest Free Credit available. 
Open Man 1-6pm, Tues-Sat 1 0-6pm, late night Fri 
till 7.30pm. 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE 
THE AUDIO FILE, 41 Victoria Road, Cambridge 
CB4 3BW. Tel (01223) 68305. See our main entry 
under Hertfordshire. liB 
UNIVERSITY AUDIO, 1-2 Peas Hill, Cambridge. Tel 
(01223) 354237. Acoustic Energy, Mission-Gyrus, 
Arcam, Rotel, Denon, Meridian, ATC, AVI, Quad, 
Linn. 3 dems, 1 single speaker. Home trial, free 
install, Service Department Visa, Access, Amex, 
Credit. Open 9-5 -iOHESHIRE 
ACOUSTICA, 17 Hoole Rd, Chester CH2 3NH. Tel 
(01244) 344227. Arcam, Celestion, Chord 
Company, Densen, Epos, Mission, Nairn, Rega, 
Ruark, KEF, Micromega, Myryad, Rotel, Royd, Teac 
etc. Full demonstration facilities, home dems and 
installation a pleasure. INTEREST FREE CREDIT 
(subject to status). Open Tuesday to Saturday, 
evenings by arrangement. For the best products 
and the best service, call ACOUSTICA. 
ACTON GATE AUDIO, 4 Ruabon Rd, Wrexham. Tel 
(01978) 364500. Demonstration room, installation 
service. Easy parking and motorway access. 
Access, Visa etc. See main entry under CLWYD. 
ASTON AUDIO, 4 West St, Alderley Edge. 
Tel (01625) 582704. Arcam, Audiolab, Bang & 
Olufsen, Gyrus, KEF, Meridian, Mission, Quad, 
Rotel. For the very best in hi-li separates and 
home cinema. Wide range of specialist audio, 
interest free credit Visa, Access. Home trial. liB 
AUDIO COUNSEL, 14 Stockport Rd, Cheadle, 
Cheshire. Tel (0161) 428 7887. Please see entry 
under Greater Manchester. liB 
AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 86-90 Boughton, Chester, 
CH3 5AQ Tel (01244) 345576. All that's best in Hi­
R carefully selected and demonstrated by friendly 
knowledgeable staff, at prices to suit all budgets. 
Delivery and installation, home dems, part 

Dealers Association are able to 
offer: 

e Two year guarantee, lrans-
ferable to another BADA dealer should the purchaser 
move more than 30 miles from his/her original 
address 

e low cost five year guarantee 
option 
e proper demonstration facilities 
e seven day exchange or refund scheme if the 

dealer's advice is taken on product selection 
e fully guaranteed service work 

e customer complaints procedure in the event of 
problems 
For more information, contact BADA on 

li: ( 0171) 226 ftOitit 

exchange, in-house workshops, ful l  credit 
facilities with interest free on selected items. lues­
Sat 9.00-5.30. Closed Mon. liB 
CHRIS BROOKS HI-FI, 29 Gaskell St, Stockton 
Heath, Waningrton. Tel (01925) 261212. Tues-Sat 
10-6. 3 dem rooms. Credit facilities. All credit 
cards. Total absence of bull·-. liB 
DOUG BRADY HI·FI, Kingsway Studios, Kingsway 
North, Warrington, WA 1 3NU. Phone (01925) 
828009, Fax (01925) 825773. For the widest 
range of high quality hi-li in the Northwest. Family 
business est. 35 years. 3 dem rooms, ind home 
cinema, home trials; deliveries throughout NW; 
Access, Visa, Credit Facilibes. Open 1 0-6; 6�. 
Send for free map and/or 5 page sale list liB 
HALE HI-FI, 2 Bold St, Hale Road, Altrincham, 
Cheshire WA14 2ER. Tel (0161) 929 0834. Open 
lues-Sat 10-6 and later by appointment. 
Specialising in equipment by: Castle, Marantz, 
NAD, Nairn, Quad, Royd, Yamaha plus selected 
others. Large range of quality accessories. On site 
service department. Installation & delivery. We 
also install and service T V's and videos. Home 
demonstrabons a pleasure. 
PRACTICAL HIFI, 88 Bridge Street, Warrington, 
(01925) 632179. The audio video specialis� exert 
advice, instant demonstrations, best pries, inter­
est-free credij, part-exchange welcome. Extended 
warranty. Stockists of Yamaha, Kenwood, Denon, 
Sony, Technics, Onkyo, Marantz, Pioneer, Mission, 
KEF, Jamo, Celeston, B&W. Also stockists of 
LaserDiscs. lml 
THE HI-FI SHOWR O OMS, 12A West Str, 
Congleton, Cheshire Tel (01260) 280017. 
Celestion, Creek, Exposure, Musical Rdelity, Naim, 
Projec� Rotel, Royd, Ruark, Tannoy, TDL, Technics, 
Thorens, UKD opera. 5 Dem Rooms, Home trial, 
Free install, Service dept. Access, Visa, Lombard 
Tricity. Open 9-5:30, Closed Wed. 

CLEVELAND 
ACTION ACOUSTICS, 155-157 High Street, 
Redcar, Cleveland TS10 3AN. Tel (01642) 480723. 
Audio Note, Denon, Harman-Kardon, Heybrook, 
Jamo, JBL, Michell, Ortofon, Pink Triangle, Rogers, 
Royd, Sonic Link, Teac, Thorens, Townshend etc. 
Dem Room. Appts nee. Home trial facilities, free 
installation, service dept. Access, Visa & H.P. Open 
9.15-5.30. Interest free credit. 

CORNWALL 
SOUNDS PERFECTION, Nightree House, Mawgan, 
Helston, Cornwall, TR12 6AX. Tei/Fax (01326) 
221372. Brands include Alchemist, Analysis, 
Arian, Audiomega, Audionote, Audio Spectrum, 
Cadence, Harrian, Kardon, Michell, Monitor Audio, 
Ortofon Phylosopy Cables, Parasound, Project, 
REL, SME, T horens, Triangle,  Trichord. 
Demonstration facilities by app. Home trials, 
friendly service available 7 days anytime. 

CUMBRIA 
PR ACTICAL HIFI, 106 English Street, Carlisle, Tel: 
(01228) 44792 The audio video specialist, expert 
advice, instant demonstrations, best prices, interest­
free credit, part-exchange welcome. Extended war­
ranty. Stockists of Yamaha, Kenwood, Denon, Sony, 
Technics, Onkyo, Marantz, Pioneer, Mission, KEF, 
Jamo, Celestion, B&W. Also stockists of LaserDiscs. 

DEVON 
AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 156 Sidwell St, Exeter EX4 
6RT. Tel (01392) 491194. All that's best in hi-li, 
carefully selected and demonstrated by friendly 
knowledgable staff at prices to suit all budgets. 
Delivery and installation, home dems, part 
exchange, in-house workshops, full credit facilities 
with interest free on selected items. Tues-Sat 
9.00-5.30. Closed Monday. liB 

INDICATES MEMBERSHIP OF 
THE BRITISH AUDIO DEALERS 
ASSOCIATION 

THE HI·FI ATTIC, 58 New George Street, 
Plymouth. Tel (01752) 669511. Plymouths oldest 
and best independent Hi-Fi retailer. Selling Hi-R 
that suits the individuals needs. 3 tastefully deco­
rated demo rooms to make you feel at home. 
Friendly and expert advice on all your Hi-R, AV and 
multi media computer needs. All major credit 
cards accepted. % Interest free credit, subject to 
status. Open from 9.30-5.30 Mon-Sat. Ask for 
Chris or Simon. 
UPTON E LECTRONICS , 31 Torquay Road, 
Paignton, Devon T03 3DT. Tel (01803) 5513298. 
Friendly and knowledgable service from a dealer 
witll over 20 years experience, stockists of Denon, 
Pioneer, Marantz, Alchemist, Nad, Myryad, Orelle, 
Micromega, Castle, Tannoy, TDL, Jamo, Project 
Mordaunt-Short, GLL, Sony, Rei, Onkyo, Cabletalk, 
Oudos etc, etc. Large range of Accessories. Credit 
facilities, interest free 011 certain items. Free deliv­
ery and installation, Demonstration facilities, 
Mastercard, Visa, American Express, in house ser­
vice department. Part exchanoe. 

DORSET 
DAWSONS, 23 Seamoor Road, Westbourne, 
Boumemouth, Dorset. Tel (01202) 764965. B&O, 
Castle, Canon, Jamo, JBL, Pioneer, Sony, large� 
TDL, Technics. No appts necessary. Free install, 
Service depart. Various credit facilities available. 
Open 9-5.30 6 days a week. 
MOVEMENT AUDIO, 588 Ashley Road, Poole, 
Parkstone, Dorset BH14 OAO. Tel (01202) 730865. 
Arcam, Audiolab, B&W, Castle, Gyrus, Denoo, KEF, 
Marantz, Meridian, Michell, Micromega, Pioneer, 
Ruark, Shearne Audio. 2 Dem rooms. Listen to the 
available choice and decide at your leisure - no 
pressure, no obligation. Our staff enjoy music, with 
our choice of products, you can too! Service 
Department. Free installabon. Home trial facilities. 
Access, Visa, Arnex, Diners card. Credit facilities 
available. Open Mon-Fri 10-6, Sat 9-6. liB 
MOVEMEN T AUDIO, 336 Wimbome Road, Winton, 
Bournemouth, Dorset, BH9 2HH. Tel (01202) 
529988/520066. Arcam, B&W, Denon, KEF, 
Marantz, Meridian, Mission, P ioneer, Sony, 
Yamaha. Full dem facilities available, also home 
dem. Friendly expert advice. Service Department. 
Free installation. Home trial facilities. Access, Visa, 
Amex. Open Mon-Fri 9-5.30. liB 
SUTTONS HI·FI, 18 Westover Road, 
Bournemouth. Tel (01202) 555512. Linn, Arcam, 
Mission, Quad, Audiolab, Rotel, Yamaha, 
Denon,etc, 2 Single Speaker Listening Rooms, 
Home Demonstrations, Free lnstallations,Q�n 
Man-Sat 9-5:30. Call for details. lil'i1i1i1 

WE YMOUTH HI-FI, 33-35 Maiden Street, 
Weymouth, Dorset DT4 BBA. Tel (01305) 785729. 
Arcam, Aura, B&W, Denon, Kenwood, Marantz, 
Micromega, Musical Rdelity, Panasonic, Quad, Sony, 
Technics, Yamaha. Dem room. Friendly professiooal 
advice. Only quality hi-fi dealer in Weymouth area. 
Service Department. Free installation. Home trial 
facilities. Access, Visa, Amex, Switch, Delta 
Mastercard. Interest free credij. Instant credit� 
Mon 9.30-5.30, Fn-��Elt30 

JOHN MARLEY HI·R CENTRES LTD, DOVER HI 
Fl, 43 High Street, Dover. Tel (01304) 207562. 
Arcam, Aura, B&W, Heybrook, J.P.W., NAD, 
Pioneer, Panasonic, Rotel, Ruark, Tannoy, TDL, 
Technics. AN Dem Room. Full service department. 
Man-Sat 9-5.30. Free installatioo. Credit to £1000. 
Access, Visa, Switch, Electron. Established 25 
years. Expert advice. Friendly service. 

DURHAM 
Hl-FI EXPE RIENC E ,  17 Coniscliffe Road, 
Darl ington DL3 7EE. Tel  Help Line (01325) 



481418. Fax (01325) 382982. Agencies indude: 
Arcam, Audiolab, Bang & Olufsen, Celestion, 
Gyrus, Denon, Harman, IMF, KEF, Marantz, 
Mission, Musical Rdelity, Meridian, NAD , Pioneer, 
Quad, Rotel, Sheame, Tannoy, Yamaha. 3 listening 
rooms. 3 years guarantee. R'ee delivery and sim­
ple installation North YorksiSouth Durham. Home 
cinema specialist lili1i1ill 

ESSEX 
AUDIO T, 442-444 Cranbrook Road, Gants Hill, 
lltford, IG2 6LL Tel (0181) 518 0915. Fax (0181) 
554 8463. Open Tues!Thur/Fri 10-7. Wed/Sat 
9.30-5.30. See our main entry under Oxfool. We 
also sell AVI, Jamo, Michell & Micromega. llliillll 
RAYLEIGH HI-A, 44a High Street, Rayleigh, Essex. 
Tel (01268) 7797621747571. 216 Moulsham St, 
On-the-Parkway, Chelmsford. 
Tel (01245) 265245. 132-134 London Road, 
Southend-on-Sea. Tel (01702) 435255. Arcam, 
Audiolab, Gyrus, Denon, Epos, KEF, linn, Loewe 
Tvs, Marantz, Miller & Kreisel, Nairn, Quad, Rega, 
Rolksan , Rotel, Ruark. 0% finance. Excellent lW 
range. Home cinema Dolby Pro-Logic, multi-room 

speciai�LOUCESTERSHIRE li1i1IZil 
AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 58 Bristol Road , Gloucester. 
Tel  (01452) 300046. Al l  that's best in 
Hi-Fi carefully selected and demonstrated by 
friendly knowledgeable staff, at prices to surt all 
budgets. Delivery and installation, home dems, 
part exchange, in-house workshops, full credit 
facilities wrth interest free on selected rtems. lues­
Sat 9.00-5.30. Closed Mon. lllil1il 
AUDIO T, 40-42 Albion Stree� Che�enham, Gl52 
2RQ. Tel (01242) 583960. Fax (01242) 226435. 
Open Tues-Fri 9.30-6. Sat 9.30-5.30. See our 
main entry under Oxfool. We also sell linn, Nairn, 
Royd & Ruark. llliillll HAMPSHIRE 
AUDIO T, 4 Feathers Lane, Basingstoke, RG21 
1AS. Tel (01256) 24311. Fax (01256) 24430. Open 
l ues-Sat 9-5.30. See our main entry under 
Oxford. We also sell linn, Nairn, & Royd. lill1ill 
HAMP SHIRE AUDIO LTD, 2-12 Hursley Rd, 
Chandlers Ford, Hants S053 2FU. Tel 01703 
252827/265232. 3 hi-fi and 2 home cinema sur­
round sound dem studios. Winner of Southern 
England Sony/Hi-Fi News Dealer Awards. 
Projection TV wrth 8ft Screen. Thurs late, closed 
Mon (except in Dec). 2yr guarantee, service dept 
On site free parking, junctions 4 (M27/M3), 
5 (M27), 12 (M3), 13 (M3) all wrthin 3 miles. 

llliillll 
JEFFRIES HI-A 29 London Road, Portsmouth. P02 
OBH. Tel (01705) 663604. Hi-fi, home cinema and 
multi-room specialist. Range includes Acoustic 
Energy, Arcam, Beyer, Celestion, Chord, Definitive 
Technology, Denon, Harbeth,Heybrook, KEF, 
lexicon, linn, loewe, Miller & Kreisel, Nairn, 
Panasonic, Polk, Rega, REL, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, 
Seleco, Sennheiser, Sound Organisation, Sound 
Style, Top Tape, Yamaha. 2 dem rooms. Open Tues­
� late night Wed. R'ee parking, bus mute, credrt 
facilities. Winner Sony/Hi-R News Best Southern 
Dealer. llliillll 
NOW THATS HI-A 32 Arundel St, Portsmouth. Tel 
(01705) 811230. Pioneer, Yamaha, Marantz, 
Kenwood, Mission, T.D.l, REL, Attacama and 
much more. Laserdisc and AC3 specialists. 
Accesory centre at 24 Arundel Way, Portsmouth. 
Tel (01705) 811618. 
SEXTONS, 31High Stre� Aide� Hants GUll 
1BY, Tel (01252) 20728 Fax (01252) 319635. Most 
major manufacturers stocked induding Marantz, 
Mission, Pioneer, Technics, B/W, NAD, and 
Yamaha. Two demonstation lounges induding full 
Home Cinema suite. Knowledgable staff offer a 
friendly unbiased service, Monday to Saturday 
9.00 to 6.00. Access, Visa, Amex and Switch 
accepted. Mail order service also available. 

HEREFORDSHIRE 
ENGLISH AUDIO, 37 Whitecross Road, Hereford 
HR4 ODE. Tel (01432) 355081. Arcam, A.T.C., 
Audiolab, B&W, Castie, Celestion, Gyrus, Denon, 
Exposure, Harman Kardon, KEF, Marantz, 
Micromega, Mission, Nairn, Pink Triangle, Pioneer, 
Proac, REL, Rotel, Ruark, Shearne, Stax, Quad, 
Tanroy, Teac, Yamaha and others. Single Speaker 
Oem room. Home trial. Free install. Service dept. 
Access, Visa, Credit arranged. Open Man-Sat 

9.30am-�mFORDSHIRE llliillll 

ACOUSTIC ARTS LID, 101 st Albans Rd, Watford, 
Herts. Tel (01923) 245250. Fax (01923) 230798 
Apogee, Audiolab, Audio Research, B&W, Base, 
Castie, Celestion, Chord, Classe, Copland, Denon, 
KEF, Marantz, Martin Logan, Michell, Micromega, 
Orelle, Rolksan, Ruark, SME, Sonus Faber, Sonic 
link, IDL, Theta, Thorens, Wilson. 4 demonstra­
tion rooms. Purpose bui� AV studio. Credrt avail­
able, 1 00 yards from Watford Junction station. 
Open Tues-Sat 10-5:30 ( T hursday open until 
8pm). lili1i1ill 
THE AUDIO ALE, 27 Hockerill S� Bishops stortford, 
Herts CM23 2DW. Tel (01279) 506576. 9.30-5.30 
open 6 days,9.30-8pm Thursdays. linn. Nairn, 
Quad, Gyrus, Arcam, Roksan, Denon, Epos, KEF, 
Marantz, ProAc, Rega, Yamaha 0% credrt. lill1ill 
DARBY'S OF ST. ALBANS 6 Market Place, St. 
Albans, Herts. Tel (01727) 851596. Hert's premier 
Hi-Fi/AV specialists est. 1946. Full Home Cinema 
demonstration suite. Whether your needs are large 
or small, we stock rt all; Arcam, Yamaha, Quad, 
Denon, Sony, B & 0, Pioneer, REL, JVC, KEF­
Reference, Mission-Gyrus, Ruark, Celestion, Polk, 
and many more. Free delivery and installation. 
Open 9-6 Mon-Sat. lili1i1ill 
DAVID ORTON AUDIO VISUAL 6-8 Bancroft, 
Hrtchin, Herts. SGS 1 JQ Tel (01462) 452248 Fax 
(01462) 458424. Stockists of Apollo, Arcam, B&W, 
Celestion, Gyrus, Denon, Marantz, Mission, 
Pioneer, Quad, Rotel, Ruark, Soundstyte, Teac, and 
many others. Hi-R listening room and lW dem. 
room. Workshop off premises. Access, Amex, 
Visa, Diners, Interest free and instant credit. Open 
9.30-5.30 Mon-Sat 
HERTFORD MUSIC 328 Ware Road, Hailey, 
Hertfordshire SG13 7PG. Tel (01992) 442425. We 
hold in stock the complete range of REL sub­
woofers, including Studio 11. We also stock the 
complete range of MAGNUM ampl�iers, CD2020 
and the full range of MAGNUM speakers. All other 
brands quoted. Demonstration rooms for AV and 
Audio. Mail order, home audition. Visa, Swrtch etc. 
RADLET I AUDIO, 9 Holywell Hill, SI AI bans, 
Hertfordshire All 1 EU. Tel (01727) 855577 
Prcbably the longest established high-end dealer 
in the country. Demonstration facilities second to 
none wrth systems to surt all budgets. Mainlines 
include: Mark levinson, MIT, Sonus Faber, B&W, 
Copland, Audiolab, Proac, Marantz, Trichord, AVI 
STUDIO 82 (Harpenden) ltd, 82 High Street, 
Harpenden, Herts ALS 2SP. Tel (01582) 764246, 
Fax (01582) 467022. Arcam, ATC, Audiolab, Aura, 
AVI, Bang & Olutsen, Base, B&W, Chord, Denon, 
Harbeth, Jamo, KEF, Marantz, Musical Fidelity, 
Musical Technology, Myryad, Nairn, Panasonic, 
Philips, QED, Quad, Roberts Radio, Sennheiser, 
Soundstyle, Tannoy, Target, TDL, Teac. Single 
Speaker Demonstration room. Free installation. 
Service dept. Access, Visa, Switch, Arnex.__()Qtln 
9am-5.30pm Mon-Sat. lill1ill 

KENT 
ASHFORD SOUNOCRAFT HI-FI, 40 High Street, 
Ashford. Seeking music lovers, male or female 
any age, to share common interest in, musical 
Pro-aktiv Hi-Fi Systems, Multi Room or Home 
Cinema. Attractive unusual equipment in unusual 
setting, your place or ours, we guarantee lasting 
pleasure.Open Man-Sat, Appointment Service or 
just pop in. Tel (01233) 624441. lill1ill 
HALKSWORTH WHEELER, 85 King Street, 
Maidstone ME14 1BG. Tel (01622) 756756. Bang 
& Olutsen, Base, Denon, Grundig, JVC, Jamo, KEF, 
Mordaunt Sh� Marantz, NAD, Onkyo, Panasonic, 
QED, Sony, Sennheiser, Technics, Target. Hi-Fi, 
Home Cinema, Multi-Room Custom Installation 
Specialists Part Exchange, Service Dept Full 
Rnance Facilities. 
HALKSWORTH WHEELER, 34 Guildhall Street, 
Folkestone Tel (01303) 255688. See previous 
entry. 
UNN STUDIO, 123 Snargate Stree� Dover, Ke� 
C T 17 9AP. Tel (01304) 201525, Fax: 01304 
240135. Sondek LP12*, Knekt*, Karik*, Kairn*, 
Klout•, Kremlin*, Keltik*, Kaber*, Keiledh*, 
Numerik*, Tukan•, Wakonda*, Majik*, Mimik*, 
LK100*, Ekos*, Kudos*, Arkiv*, Brillianr, lingo*, 
Valhalla*, Sekrit*, Aktiv* . . .  Dream systems for 
everyone from £2000 to £30000+. A new dealer­
ship from a specialist family business, established 
in 1948. Outstanding service and facilities. Multi­
room specialist. 
MUSICAL IMAGES LTD, 126 High st, Beckenham, 

� 
l iiiiii l 

Kent BR3 lED, Tel (0181) 663 3777, Fax (0181) 
663 3555. Email: sales@musical-images.co.uk. 
AV Dealer of the Year. Home Cinema, Hi-R, mu�i­
room specialists. Main authorised dealers for over 
100 brands. Interest free credrt anywhere in the 
UK, subject to status. Mail-order wo�dwide. 10 
demonstration rooms throughout Musical Images, 
including projectors and big screen T V s. 
Professional home installation and design consul­
tancy. Part exchange, service and repairs. Active 
Musical Images Club. Open all week inclu� 
=ys. 10am-6pm (10am-4pm Sundays.)lilil 

SOUND OF MUSIC, 10/12 Chapel Place, 
Tun bridge Wells, Kent T N1 1 YQ,  tel (01892) 
547003, Fax (01892) 547004. Quad, Exposure, 
Marantz, Tannoy, REL, Magnum, Ruark, Musical 
Technology, Micromega, Acoustic Energy, Teac, 
Avdion, B&W, KEF, Pro-Ac, Michell, Copland, 
Trichord, Klipsch, T horens, Pass, lymley, 
Woodside, BAT, CAT, Dunlavy, Wadia, Krell, Audio 
Research and many more. We offer the very best 
service and advice along wrth some very special 
deals. 1 month's trial exchange, good prices and 
free delivery, the widest range of equipmen� sys­
tems from £300-£1 OOK, valve + vinyl specialist 
All  major credit cards accepted. 
HTTP://WWW.SOUNDS/OF/MUSIC.Co.UK. 
UNILET SOUND & VISION 24-26 Union Street, 
Maidstone ME14 1 EO. Tel  (01622) 676703. 
5 minutes from M20. Three superb hi fi and home 
cinema demonstration rooms. Most leading 
brands. Home survey and set up. Friendly and 
interested staff. Interest free credit and credit 
cards. "The best place in town for hi fi and home 
cinema." Bada Bonded. Open Sundays. lill1ill 
V J HI-A, 29 Guildhall St. Folkestone. Tel (01303) 
256860. Kenwood, Marantz, Mission, Musical 
Rdelity, Pioneer, Quad, Rogers, Tannoy, Yamaha. 
Dem and home trial facilities, free local install. 
No appts necessary, service dept. Amex, Diners. 
Visa, Access, Interest free credi� Instant credit. Mon­
Sat 9-6. � 
V J HI-FI, 119 High Street Margate. Tel (01843) 
226977. For full details see our above entry . IB  

LANCASHIRE 
AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 131 Friargate, Preston, 
Lanes PR1 2EE. Tel (01772) 253057 Fx (01772) 
562731. All thafs best in Hi-Fi carefully selected 
and demonstrated by friendly knowledgeable staff, 
at prices to suit all budgets. Delivery and installa­
tion, home dems, part exchange, in-house work­
shops, full credit facilities with interest free on 
selected items. Tues-Sat 9.00-5.30. 
Closed Mon. � 
CLEARTONE, 235 Blackbum Road (1/2 mile from 
city centre on the A 666 Blackbum Road), Bo�on. 
Lanes BL1 8HB. Tel (01204) 531423. Bolton's 
biggest Hi-R superstore. �top brand & all the 
best buys at guaranteed unbeatable prices. f'Jwa, 
Akai, Arcam. Audiolab, B&W, Base, Castle, 
Celestion, Denon, Hrtachi, Infinity, JBL, JVC, KEF, 
Kenwood, Marantz, Meridan, Mission, Mordaunt 
Short, NAD, Panasonic, Pioneer, Rote!, Sony, 
Tannoy, T DL, Technics, Toshiba, Yamaha. 2 
Dedicated Hi-Fi Demo rooms and 2 lW Demo 
rooms, no appointments necessary. Service 
departmen� free installation, home trial facilities. 
free parking. Access, Visa, Arnex, Diners. Interest 
free credit. Open Man - Wed 10.00-6.00, Thurs -
Fri 10.00-7.00, Sat 9.00-6.00, Sun 11.00-5.00. 
PRACTICAL HIFI, 43 Friargate, Preston. Tel 
(01772) 863958. The audio specialist, expert 
advice, instant demonstrations, best prices, inter­
est-free credrt, part-exchange welcome. Extended 
warranty. Stockist of Yamaha, Kenwood, Denon, 
Sony, Technics, Onkyo, Marantz, Pioneer, Mission, 
KEF, Jamo, Celestion, B&W. Also stockists of 
LaserDiscs. llilll 
PRACTICAL HIA, (also in) 
81 Whitegate Drive, Blackpool. Tel (01253) 
300599. 
33 Knowsley Stree� Bo�on. Tel (01204) 395789. 
84 Penny Street, Lancaster. Tel (01524) 39657. 

LEICESTERSHIRE 
CYMBIOSIS, 6 Hotel Street, Leicester., LEt SAW 
Tel (0116) 262 3754 Facsimile (0116) 262 3758. 
Arcam, Audiolab, Denon, Epos, KEF, Linn Hi-Fi, 
linn AV51, loewe Televisions, Micromega Stage, 
Micromega Classidine, Mordaunt Short, Myryad, 
Nairn Audio, Projekt Furnrture, Rega, Rotel & Royd, 
Multiroom Design and Installation Service.4 

INDICATES MEMBERSHIP OF 
THE BRITISH AUDIO DEALERS 
ASSOCIATION 

listening lounges. Rnance available. Open � 
10 am-5.30pm � 
LEICESTER HI-FI CO, 6 Silver Walk, St Martins 
Square, Leicester LE1 SEW. Tel: (0116) 2539753. 
Fax (0116) 2626097. Arcam, B&W Matrix, 
Copland, Mission Gyrus, Marantz, Harman-Kardon, 
KEF, M&K, Michell, Pink Projects, Quad, Roksan, 
Rogers, Rotel, Sonus Faber, Talk Electronics, Teac, 
Technics, Yamaha. 3 Dem areas. We can demon­
strate, deliver and install. Credit Facilities. All cards 
taken, 6 days 9.30-5.30 

lill1ill 
STEREO SHACK, 1-3 Guildhall lane, Leicester. Tel 
(0116) 2530330. Fax (0116) 2626097. Yamaha, 
Kenwood, NAD, Mission, Teac, f'Jwa, Cerwin Vega, 
Pioneer, TDL, Thorens, JBL, Rotel, Celestion, Jamo 
and many more. We are A.V. specialists, 2 dem 
rooms. We can demonstrate, deliver & install. 
Credrt facilities and all cards taken. 6 days 9.30-
5.30. 
WILMSLOW AUDIO, 50 Main St, Broughton 
Astley, Leicester LE9 6RD. Tel (01455) 286603. 
Suppliers of high quality loudspeaker kits, drive 
units, acoustic sound damping, cross-overs, and 
components. ATC, Dynaudio, KEF, More!, Pee�ess, 
Scanspeak, Seas. All major credit cards taken. 
Open 9-5.30 Mon-Fri, 9-1 Saturday. 

LINCOLNSHIRE 
STAMFORD HI-A, 9 Red lion Square, stamford, 
lines PE9 2AJ. Tel (01780) 62128. f'Jwa, Denon. 
KEF, Kenwood, Marantz, Mission, NAD, Pioneer, 
Quad, Technics, Yamaha, Plus all major speaker 
manufacturers. Expert advice, comparator demon­
strations, on two ftoors, part exchange Hi-R pur­
chased for cash. No appointments necessary, 
home trial facilities, free installation, service 
department. Mastercard, Visa & credit charge, 
finance available. Mon-Sat 9-5.30pm, closed 
Thursdays. 

LONDON 
ALPHABEC, 392 Rnchley Road, London NW2 2HR. 
Tel (0171) 431 9133. Main product lines include 
Denon, Sony, JVC, Onkyo, Linn, Loewe, Grundig, 
Yamaha, Teac, Boston Acoustics, Jamo. One demo 
room with full cinema surround system available 
and service dept. Interest free credit available. 
Access, Amex, Visa and Mastercard accepted. 
Open Mon-Sat 1 0-6pm, half day Thurs 1 0-1 pm. 
AUDITORIUM, 119 Middlesex St, (off 
Bishopsgate), London El 7JF. Tel (0171) 247 
5000. Condescending, elitist Hi-R snobs wrth bad 
attitudes, that offer 'Great Coffee' and ill informed 
advice, we aren't Great kit, demo room, multi­
room installations etc., friendly and professional 
are our middle names. Call Derek, Kerth or Alester 
for a demo, or just turn up. Brands indude: Nairn 
Audio, Rega, Denon, KEF, Mission, Gyrus, B&O etc. 
AUDIO T, 190 West End lane, West Hampstead, 
London NW6 1SQ. Tel (0171) 794 7848. Fax (0171) 
431 3570. Open lues-Sat 10-6 Late Thurs until 
8.00. See our main entry under Oxford. We also sell 
Micromega, Proac, Van den Hul & XTC. llm!l 
BILLY VEE SOUND SYSTEMS, 248 Lee High Road, 
Lewisham, London SE13 SPiL. Tel (0181) 318 
5755/(0181) 852 1321. Arcam, AVI, Denon, linn, 
Marantz, Mission, Nairn, Pioneer, Rega, Rote!, etc. 
Two domestic style listening lounges. Appts 
required, service dep� home trial facilities, Interest 
free credit, instant credrt. Access, Visa. Open Man­
Sat 10-6.30, Closed Thurs. lllil1il 
THE CORNFLAKE SHOP, 37 Windmill Street, 
London Wl P 1 HH. Tel (0171) 631 0472, Fax 
(0171) 436 7165. Open lues-Sat 10-6, Thurs 10-
7. The specialists for the highest quality sound, be 
it for one room or many more. We offer friendly 
advice, and a full delivery and installation service 
is available. Two listening rooms (appointments 
preferred). Service department. Amex, 
Mastercard, Switch, Visa. Wo�dwide mail order­
service. Brands indude; Arcam, ATC, AVI, Bryston, 
Dynaudio, Mark Levinson/Proceed, Nairn, Pro 
Monitor Co, Rega, Royd, and much more . . .  THE 
CORNFLAKE SHOP - Double egg, bacon, chips. 
GRAHAMS HI-FI, Canon bury Yard, 190a New 
North Rd, London Nl. Tel (0171) 226 5500. 
Winner Sony!HFN Greater London Dealer Award 
1986/89/9D."One of the 5 best hi-fi shops in the 
wo�d". Arcam, linn, Meridian, Nairn, Rega, etc. 
Systems from £500. FREE PARKING, 4 dem 
rooms, service dept, open lues-Sat. RING FOR 
APPOINTMENT liliJ1ill 
HI-FI & COMP ONENTS, 84 Battersea Rise, 



London, SW11 1EH. Tel (0171) 223 1110. ESTAB­
LISHED 33 years. Beyer, Celestion, Cerwin Vega, 
Denon, Eminence, Goodmans, Harman Kardon, 
KAM, Jamo, Kenwood, QED, NAD, Ortofon, 
Sennheiser, Shure, Stanton, Tannoy, Project, 
Marantz, Vivanco, Wide range of accessories & 
stylis. Appts nee, Service Dept. Access, Switch, 
Visa, Diners, Amex, Open 10-6 Closed Wed. 
HI·FI EXPERIENCE, Lion House, 227 Tottenham 
Court Road, London W1 P -HX. Tel Help Line 0171-
580 3535 24 hour, Fax 0171-436 4733. Agencies 
include: Arcam, Audiolab, Bang & Olulsen, Castle, 
Celestion, Chord, Gyrus, Denon, Heybrook, 
Harman, IMF, KEF, Marantz, Mission, Musical 
Fidelity, Meridian, Nakamichi, NAD, Pioneer, Quad, 
Rotel, Shearne, Tannoy, TDL, Yamaha. 8 listening 
rooms, 3 years guarantee. Free delivery and sim­
ple installation (M25 periphery), home cinema 
specialist. � 
INFIDEUTY, 9 High Str, Hampton Wick, KingstO!l­
upon-Thames. Tel (0181) 943 3530. For full 
details see entry under SURREY. � 
K.J. WEST ONE, 26 New cavendish St, LO!ldon, 
W1 M 7LH. Tel (0171) 486 8262/63. Fax (0171) 
487 3452. Hi-Fi ,  T H X  Home Cinema and 
Multiroom specialists. Dem' studios bookable. 
Home trial. Installations by arrangement. Major 
credtt cards. Interest tree credtt - ask for details. 
Most major brands stocked. Open 1 Oam-6pm 
(Closed Wednesday & Sunday). E-mail:  
106435.121 @compuserve.com. 
KAMLA 251 Tottenham Court Rd, London, W1 P 
9AD. Tel (0171) 323 2747. Kenwood, Pioneer, JVC, 
Philips, Toshiba, Boston, B&W, AR, Mitsubishi. 
Demonstration room available. Appts required. 
Service dept. Access, Visa, Amex, Diners. Open 
Man-Sat 9-6. 
MUSICAL IMAGES LTD, 18 Monmouth Street, 
Covent Garden, London WC2H 9HB. Tel (0171) 
497 1346, Fax (0171) 497 9205. Email: 
sales@musical-images.co.uk. AV Dealer of the 
Year. Home Cinema, Hi-R, multi-room specialists. 
Main authorised dealers for over 100 brands. 
Interest tree credit anywhere in the UK, subject to 
status. Mail-order worldwide. 10 demonstration 
rooms throughoul Musical Images, including pro­
jectors and big screen TVs. Professional home 
installation and design consultancy. Part 
exchange, service and repairs. Active Musical 
Images Club. Open all week including_ful�. 
1 Oam-7pm (1 Oam-4pm Sundays). m� 
MUSICAL IMAGES LTD, 173 Station Road, 
Edgware HAS 7 JX. Tel (0181) 952 5535, Fax 
(0181) 951 5864. E-mail :  sales@musical­
images.co.uk. See main entry under Middlesex. 

m� 
MUSICAL IMAGES LTD, 45 High Street, 
Hounslow, Middlesex TW3 11R. Tel (0181) 569 
5802, Fax (0181) 569 6353. E-mail: sales@musi­
cal-images.co.uk mli1ill1il 
NICHOL LS HI-FI, 1/5 Eltham Road, Lee Green, 
London SE12 BRW. Tel (0181) 852 5780. ATC, 
Alchemist, Audio Alchemy, Boulder, Celestion, 
Cello, Chario, Dynaudio, Electroacompaniet, 
Harman, Jamo, JBL, Levinson, Micromega, 
Project, Revox, Jell Rowland Group, REL, Revox, 
Thorens, Technics, Sony, Marantz, Kenwood etc. 
Dem Room, Home Oem facilities. Interest free 
credit, Instant Credit, Access, Visa, Amex etc. 
Mon!Fri 9.30-6.00 Thurs. 
ORANGES & LEMONS, 61-63 Webbs Road, 
Battersea SW11. Tel (0171) 924 2040. Juicy fruit 
from London's newest, treshest hi-li/home cinema 
retailer. Telephone demonstrations or just pop in. 
All the usual, ie lrendly and efficient service, tree 
home installation, credtt cards, 0% finance avail­
able, plus all the very best from: Arcam, Cable 
Talk, Chord Co, Oemion, Denon Lifestyle, Epos, 
Micromega, NAD, Nairn, QED Multiroom, Quad, 
Rega, Roksan, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, Soundstyle, 
Stands Unique, Yamaha wtth more to come. The 
innovative Audio/Visual retailer. 
RICHER SOUINDS, The world's busiest hi-fi retail­
er. 30 branches nationwide and Eire. Call 0500 
101112 for a free fun packed catalogue induding 
a full branch listing and opening times. Full range 
of budget and high end equipment, semi pro and 
DJ and home cinema from all  top brands. 
Demonstration facilities in all stores. If in the 
incredibly unlikely event you see an offer remotely 
approching one of ours, simply tell us aboul it and 
we'll smash it by up to £50 .. (most brands). Ask in 

store for details. 
STUDIO 99, 79-81 Fairfax Road, Swiss Cottage, 
London NW6. Tel (0171) 624 8855, Fax (0171) 
624 5315. Nairn, Meridian, Quad, ATC, Mission, 
Gyrus, Rega, KEF, Arcam, Epos, Acoustic Energy, 
Yamaha, Philips, Royd, Rotel, Sonus Faber, Bang & 
Olufsen. High quality demonstrations. Home 
Cinema. Multi-room. Service Dept. Visa/Access 
credit facilities. Mon-Fri 10.00am-7.00pm, Sat. 
10.00-6.00pm. � 
THOMAS HEJNITZ, 35 Moscow Road, Bayswater, 
LondO!l, W2 4AH. Tel (0171) 229 2077. Fax (0171) 
727 9348. Nearest tube stations Queensway and 
Bayswater. Plenty of parking meters available. 
Demonstration room available by appointment. 
stockists of 8&0, Nairn, Rega, Micromega, Gyrus, 
Denon and Epos. Payment via, ACCESS, VISA, 
cheques, cash and interest free credit facilities 
(details on request). Open 1 0.30am-6.00pm, 
Tuesday-Saturday. 

GREATER MANCHESTER 
AUDIO COUNSEL, 14 Shaw Road, Oldham, OL 1 
3LQ. Tel (0161) 633 2602 Fax (0161) 633 2502. 
Arcam, Audiolab, Rotel, Royd, Mission, Marantz, 
Lyra, Audio Research, Sonus Faber Copland, 
Ruark, Epos, Denon, Yamaha, Bang + Olufsen. 
Free installation. Record club. Major credtt cards 
and credtt facilities. Open Tuesday-Saturday 10.00 
to 5.30, Bpm on Thurs. 
PRACTICAL HIFI, 65 Bridge Street, Manchester. 
Tel (0161) 839 8869. See main listing under 
Lancashire for details. 

MIDDLESEX 
AUDIO T, 159a Chase Side, Enfield, Middlesex 
EN2 OPW. Tel (0181) 367-3132, Fax (0181) 367-
1638. Open Tues-Fri 9.30-6. Sat 9.30-5.30. See 
our main entry under Oxford. We also sell  
Kenwood, Linn, Micromega & Moth. � 
MUSICAIL IMAGES LTD, 173 Station Rd, Edgware 
HAS 7JX. Tel (0181) 952 5535, Fax (0181) 951 
5864. Email: sales@musical-images.co.uk. AV 
Dealer of the Year. Home Cinema, Hi-Fi, multi­
room specialists. Main authorised dealers for over 
100 brands. Interest free credit anywhere in the 
UK, subject to status. Mail-order worldwide. 10 
demonstration rooms throughoul Musical Images, 
including projectors and big screen T V s. 
Professional home installation and design consul­
tancy. Part exchange, service and repairs. Active 
Musical Images Club. Open all week including 
Sundays. 1 Oam-6pm (1 Oam-4pm :.= 
MUSICAL IMAGES LTD , 45 High Street,  
Hounslow, TW3 11R. Tel (0181) 569 5802, Fax 
(0181) 569 6353. E-mail: sales@musical­
images.co.uk. See above entry. m� 
MUSICAL IMAGES LTD, 18 Monmoulh st Coven! 
Garden, London WC2H 9HB. Tel: (0171) 497 1346, 
Fax (0171) 497 9205. E-mail: sales@musical­
images.co.uk. See main entry under London 

m� 
RIVERSIDE HI-FI LTD, 422 Richmond Road, East 
Twickenham, Middlesex TW1 2EB. Tel (0181) 892 
7613. Fax (0181) 892 77 49. Internet:  
h t t p / / w w w .  r i v e r s i d e  h i f i .  e o .  u k /  
"Where dreams come true." e-mail :  
Soundadvice@riversidehifi.co.uk Angstrom, 
Arcam, Audiolab, Audio Research, B&W, Base, 
Copland, castle, Denon, Dvvn, Krell, KEF, Meridian, 
Marantz, Monitor Audio, Musical Rdelity, Michell, 
Micromega, Martin Logan, Nakamichi, NHT, 
Pioneer, RCF, REL, Sony, Sonus Faber, Tannoy, 
Theta, Vidikron, Wilson, Yamaha. Appointments 
recommended. Rnance available. All major credit 
cards accepted. Man-Sat 10-6, Thurs 10-7 � 

WEST MIDLANDS 
AMADEUS SOUND & VISION, 10 Boldmere Road, 
Sutton Goldfield, West Midlands. Tel (0121) 354 
2311. Audio Gem, aura,  AVI, B&W, Castle, 
Maran1z, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Harman Kardon, 
QED, Rotel, Sanneteer, Shearne Audio, T EAC. 
Single speaker demo, service available, installa­
tions, home trials. Access, Visa, interest tree credit 
available subject to status. 9.30-6pm, 6 days. 

� 
EMPIRE ELECTRICAL SUPERSTORE, 21-22 
Stephenson Street (behind New Street, opposite 
Pollasades car park), Birmingham City Centre, 
West Midlands 82 4JD. Tel (0121) 643 0972. 
Binmingham's biggest Hi-R superstore. Every top 
brand & all the best buys at guaranteed unbeat­
able prices. Arwa, Akai, Arcam, B&W, Bose, castle, 

Celestion, Denon, Hitachi, Infinity, JBL, JVC, KEF, 
Kenwood, Marantz, Mission, Mordaunt Short, 
NAD, Panasonic, Pioneer, Rotel, Sony, Tannoy, 
TDL, Technics, Toshiba, Yamaha. 2 Dedicated Hi-R 
Demo rooms and 2 A. V Demo rooms, no appoint­
ments recuired. Service department, tree installa­
tion, home trial facilities. Access, Visa, Amex, 
Diners. Interest free credit. Open Man - Fri 9.30-
6.00. Sat 9.00-5.30 
FRANK HARVEY HI·FI EXCELLENCE, 163 Span 
Stree� Coventry. Tel (01203) 525200 Fax (01203) 
631403. E-MAIL: frank@hiflex.demon.co.uk 
4000sq feet on 3 floors of the very Best Hi-Fi. 
Audiolab, Audio Alchemy, Arcam, Audio Quest, 
B&W, Bang & Olufsen, Castle, canon, Cable Talk, 
Chord, Gyrus, Definttive Technology, Denon, KEF, 
Marantz, Meridian, Miller & Kreisel, Mission, NAD, 
Pioneer, Quad, REL, Rega, Revolver, Rogers, Rotel, 
Sennheiser, Sharp Projection, Systemdek, Teac, 
T DL, Van Den Hul, Yamaha. 3 Floors with 3 
Dedicated Hi Fi Demo Rooms. Appts Necessary. 
Service Dept. Free install & Home Trial. Interest 
Free Credtt on selected products. Open 9.30am to 
5.30pm Monday to Saturday. � 
GRIFFIN AUDIO, 94 Bristol Street, Birmingham, 
West Midlands. Tel (0121) 622 2230/(0121) 692 
1359. 40 years in Hi-Fi and still the best in the 
Midlands. We sell great Hi-R from Arcam, Denon, 
Linn, Marantz, Musical Technology, Nakamichi, 
Nairn, Quad, Rega, Shahinian and Loewe 
Television. Arcam Xeta Home Theatre. Open lues­
Sat 10.00-5.30. 
MUSIC MATTERS, 93-95 Hobs Moat Road, 
Solihull, W Midlands B92 HJ1. Tel (0121) 742 0254. 
Rotel, Denon, Lexicon, Tannoy, Ruark, Alchemist, 
Exposure, Pioneer, Roksan, Nakamichi, Arcam, 
Audiolab, Musica Rdelity, Mission/Gyrus, Meridian, 
KEF, Monitor Audio, Pink Triangle. 2 single speaker 
luxury demo rooms. Appts nee, home trial facilities, 
free installation, service dept. Access, Visa, instant 
credit up to £1000, interest free credtt available. 
Tue-Thur 10.30-6, Fri 10.30-8, Sat 10-6. Branches 
also at: 156-157 Lower High Str, Stourbridge, W. 
Midlands D18 1TS. Tel: (01384) 444184 � 
SOUND ACADEMY, 152a High Street, Bloxwich, 
Nr Walsall,  W Midlands Tel  (01922) 
493499/473499. Please see entry under 
BIRMINGHAM. � 

NORFOLK 
BASICALLY SOUND, The Old School, School Rd, 
Bracon Ash, Norwich NR14 8HG. Tel (01508) 
570829. Audio Alchemy, Arcam, Audiolab, Beyer, 
Cabletalk, Chord Co. Opera Speakers, Denon, 
Densen, Dynavector, Epos, Grado, Heybrook, 
Micromega, Nairn, Opera, Sound Organisation, 
Rogers, Rotel, Royd, Soundstyle, T DL, Unison 
Research, etc. 2 comprehensive dem rooms. 
Home trial. Free installation. Visa, Access, HP facil­
ities. Tues-Fri 9.30-1, 2-5.30. All day Sat � 
MARTIN'S HI-FI est 1968, Ber St, Norwich. Tel 
(01603) 627010 Fax (01603) 611302. Area m, 
Atacama, Audiolab, Audioquest, Cable Talk, 
Celestion, Gyrus, Denon, GLL, KEF, Marantz, 
Mission, Meridian, Monitor Audio, NAD, Pioneer, 
Quad, Rotel, REL, Ruark, Sennheiser, Soundstyle 
and large� separate AV and Hi-Fi demo rooms, 
Home Cinema specialists, Open Monday to 
Saturday 9-5.30. Home delivery and installation 
available. Interest tree credtt. Price promise - we 
will match any genuine local price. � 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
CLASSIC HI·FI + VIDEO, School Lane, Kettering, 
Northants. Tel (01536) 310855. Aura, B&W, 
Exposure, Heybrook, JBL, KEF, Kenwood, Marantz, 
Musical Rdeltty, NAD, Orelle, Pioneer, Rogers, Rotel, 
Sheame, Sugden, Tannoy, Teac, Yamaha and many 
more. Home trial, free installation, service depart­
ment. Interest Free Credit. All major credit cards. 
Open 9.30-5.30pm. 
L ISTEN INN,  32 Gold Street, Northampton. 
Tel (01604) 37871 Linn, Nairn, Rega, Audiolab, 
Arcam, M&K, IXOS, Target, Quadraspire, Mission, 
KEF, Epos, Myryad, Denon, Rotel, Marantz, 
Yamaha, Sennheiser, Chord Co, Cabletalk. 2 
Listening Rooms. Free Installation. Part Exchange. 
All Major Credtt Cards. Interest Free Credit Subject 
to Status. � 
OVERTURE, 3 Church Lane, Banbury, OX16 8LR. 
Tel (01295) 272158. See main entry under 
Oxfordshire. � 

INDICATES MEMBERSHIP OF 
THE BRITISH AUDIO DEAILERS 
ASSOCIATION 

NOTTINGHAM 
CASTLE SOUND & VISION 48-50 Maid Marian 
Way, Nottingham NG1 6GF, Tel (0115) 958 4404. 
New hi-fi and home theatre oullet now open in the 
centre of Nottingham offering all the major brands 
. . .  and much, much more. Large showroom and 
three demonstraijon rooms. 
CHANTRY AUDIO 16-18a Eldon Street, Tuxford Nr 
Newark, Nottingham NG22 OLH, Tel (01777) 
870372. Product lines include Krell, T heta, 
Copeland, Epos, Audio Research, Ruark, Meridian, 
Sonus Faber, D. P.A., Mordaunt Short and many 
more. 3 dem rooms inc. home cinema. Service 
dept, tree installation, home trial facilities. Access, 
Amex and Visa Accepted. Interest tree cred� avail­
able. Open Mon-Sat. 
DEFINITIVE AUDIO serves the first time purchaser 
and the seasoned audiophile with the same high 
level of care and interest. Our aim is long term 
customer saijsfacijon. We achieve this wtth quality 
impartial advice, quality back up and service and 
genuine interest in your needs. We have an estab­
lished reputation for achieving sound quality 
benchmarks with innovation. We have an exten­
sive range of carefully selected agencies. We are 
open Mon-Fri 9.30-6.30, Sat 1 0.00-1.30. Visa I 
Mastercard I Amex. Deliveries nationwide and 
worldwide. Extensive second hand stock. 
Components from £10.00 to £75000. Call for 
more infonmation. Tei!Fax (0115) 9813562. 
JOHN KIRK, 70 Chilwell Rd, Beeston, Nottingham. 
Tel (0115) 9252986. Est 1970. Professional advice 
and service. Demo room, Free installaijon, Service 
Dept. Arcam, Atacama, Aura, B&W, Canon, castle, 
Denon, Dual,  Marantz, Mordaunt Short, 
Nakamichi, Quad, Rogers, TDL, Technics, Thorens. 
Tues-Sat 9.30-5.30. Access/Visa/Sw�ch. 
NOTIINGHAM HI-FI CENTRE, 120-122 Alfreton 
Road, Nottingham. Tel (0115) 9786919. The 
area's oldest established specialist (Est. 1969). 
Two superb demonstration rooms, easy free park­
ing. Home Cinema and Multi Room. Stockists ot 
Arcam, Audiolab, Celestion, Denon, KEF, Linn, 
Loewe T.V., Marantz, Micromega, Michell ,  
Mission-Gyrus, Rotel, Sennheiser, Yamaha. Man­
Sat 9.00-5.30. � 

OXFORDSHIRE 
ASTLEY AUDIO LTD, 3 Marketplace, Wallingford. 
Tel (01491) 839305. Aura, B&W, Canon, Denon, 
Dual, KEF, Kenwood, Marantz, Mission, Mordaunt 
Short, Panasonic, Pioneer, Sony, Tannoy, Technics, 
Yamaha. Home trial, free installation. Service dept. 
Access, VIsa, Arnex, Diners. Instant credit Tues-Fri 
9-5.30, Sat 9-5. Tapes & C.D's stocked. 
AUDIO T, 19 Old High Street, Headington, 
Oxford OX3 9HS. Tel (01865) 760844, Fax (01865) 
60415. E.mail: hifi@audio-t.co.uk Web site: 
http://www.audio-t.co.uk Great Value on Acoustic 
Energy, Arcam, Audiolab, B&W, Cable Talk, Celestion, 
Gyrus, Denon, Dynaudio, KEF, Marantz, Meridian, 
Mission, Monitor Audio, Mordaunt-Short, NAD, 
Pioneer, Quad, REL, Rotel, Trichord, Technics, 
Yamaha & many more. Tues-Fri 1 0-6. Sat 9.30-5.30. 
Late Thurs unijl 8.00. 3 year guarantee on Hi-Fi sep­
arates. Price Promise. 30 day free upgrade scheme. 
Part exchange. Interest Free Credit on selected ttems. 
2 listening rooms. Home trials. 30 years in business. 
Home Cinema specialists. BAJOA BO!lded. Serious hi­
fi shops - Silly prices! � 
OVERTURE HI·A, 3 Church Lane, Banbury, OX16 
8LR. Tel (01295) 272158. Arcam, Base, Denon, 
Heybrook, KEF, Linn Products, Mission, N.A.D., 
Nairn Audio, Quad, Yamaha. For sensible un­
biased advice, call Oxfordshire's audio experts. 
Superb demo facilities. No appts nee, service dep� 
tree install, home trial. Access/Visa, instant credit 
Mon-Fri 10-6, Sat 9.30-5.30. li1i1l1i1 
OXFORD AUDIO CONSULTANTS, Cantay Hse, Park 
End Street, Oxford OX1 1 JE. Tel (01865) 790879 
Fax (01865) 791665. Quad, Denon, Spendor, Aura, 
Micromega, Ruark, B&W, Pink Triangle, Roksan, 
Krell, Sonus Faber NAD, Rotel, Musical Fidelity, 
Pioneer, Marantz, Rogers, TDL. Demo room. Home 
trial and free installation. Instant credit, Access, 
Amex, Visa. 1 0-6 Man-Sat. li1i1l1i1 
WESTWOOD AND MASON, 46 George S� Oxford. 
Tel: (01865) 247783. Celebrating 50 years in high 
fidelity. In 1947 the Leak T L12 introduced the 
world to Hi-Fi (it would probably sell well today.) 
T his year's landmark is the Rega Planet CD. 
Arcam, B&W, Denon, KEF, Klipsch, Marantz, 
Mission, Nairn, Rega, Yamaha etc. Open 1 0-Spm. 
Dem room. Closed Thur. Mastercard!VISa. 



PORTSMOUTH 
HOPKINS HI·FI, Technics approved specialist 
dealer. full range of products stocked from seper­
ates cinema sound and mini systems. Denon, 
NAD, Onkyo, castle, B&W, Tannoy, T.D.L., Jamo 
and lots morew plus demo facilrties. With over 3 
years experience of giving sound advise service 
and best prices, visrt Hopkins Hi-R your local spe­
cialist dealer. 40 Fratton Road, Portsmouth, 01705 
Tel: 822155 Fax: 611999. Finance available on 
request, most cards taken. Phone orders welcome. 

SHROPSHIRE 
CREATIVE AUDIO, 9 Dogpole, Shrewsbury, 
SY1 tEN. 01743 241924. One of the largest ranges 
of qualrty HiRIAudio Visual equipment outside of 
London. Arcam, Atacama, Cabletalk, Celestion, 
Chord, Gyrus, Denon, KEF, Miller & Kreisel, 
Mission, Onkyo, NAD, Nairn, Nokia, Pace, Quad, 
Rega, Roksan, Soundstyle, Stands Unique. 
Comfortable listening room, home installation 
(including mu�iroom and tracking satellrte), free 2 
& 5 year warranties, selected used equipment, 
part-exchange welcome, specialist workshop 
facilities. Access!Visa/Switch!Amex and low cost 
f inance from £250 up to £15,000. 
W. OWEN, 58 Market Street, Oakengates, Telford, 
Shropshire, tel (01952) 613818. AudioMdeo special­
ists. Pioneer, Reference Point, Kenwood, Sony, Jamo, 
B&W, Bose, Dolby Pro-Logic specialist. 16:9 screens 
in stock. Free installation and home deliveries. 

SOMERSET 
MIKE MANNING AUDIO - The HiR and AV special­
ists. The best in HiFi from: Arcam, ATC, Aura, B&W, 
Castle, Denon, Heybrook, KEF, Marantz, Nairn Audio, 
NAD, Pioneer, Rega, Rotel, Royd, Shahinian, TDL, 
Teac. Somerset's Bang & Olufsen centre. Dedicated 
listening lounge for relaxed and unpressured demon­
strations. Home installations on most systems, Full 
service department. Access, Visa, Instant Credit. 
Closed Mondays. 110, Middle Street, Yeovil, 
Somerset BA20 1 NE Tel101935) 479361. 

SUFFOLK 
EASTERN AUDIO, 41 Bramford Rd, Ipswich. 
Tel (01473) 217217. Easy parking. Dem Room. 
Giving sound advice for over 21 years. Arcam, 
Audiolab, Meridian, Denor., B&W, Technics, Quad, 
Castle, Celestion, Top Tape, plus all the usual 
headphones, leads, racks etc. lll:ili7;,'l 
BASICALLY SOUND, The Old School, School Rd, 
Bracon Ash, Norwich. Tel (01508) 570829. For full 
details see entry_under Norfolk. lll:ili7;,'l 

SURREY 
AUDIO DESIGNS, 26 High Street, East Grinstead, 
West Sussex RH19 3AS. TeVFax (01342) 314569. 
See main entry under West Sussex. lll:ili7;,'l 
COSMIC HI-FI SUPERSTORE EST 1962, 244-256 
Station Road, Addlestone, Weybridge, Surrey KT15 
2PS. Tel (01932) 85455218437691851753 Fax 
(01932) 841615. Open 7 Days a week, Mon-Sat 
9-6pm, Fri till 8pm, Sun 10-4pm Large free car 
park, fully equipped service depart, massive 
showroom. Arcam, Audio Quest B&W, Cable Talk, 
Denon, Dual, Jamo, Marantz, Mission, NAD, 
Pioneer, Quad, Rogers, Sennheiser, Sony, Tannoy, 
Target, TDL, Technics, Thorens, Yamaha. Home 
cin, widescreen TV, projection TV, laserdisc. lnt 
free credit. AJI Major credit cards. 
INFIDELI T Y, 9 High Street, Hampton W ick, 
Kingston Upon Thames, Surrey. Tel (0181) 943 
3530. Arcam, Oensen, Epos, Heybrook, Linn, 
Micromega, Nairn Audio, Neat Acoustics, Rega 
Reserch, Roksan, Royd, Shahinian, Yamaha. 
Single speaker listening room. Appts pref, free 
installation, service dept. Major credit cards. 
Closed Mon, Tues-Fri 10.30-7, Sat 1 0-6pm.lll:ili7;,1 
PJ HI-FI, 3 Bridge Street, Guildford, GUI 4RY. 
Tel (01483) 5048011304756. Mon-Sat 9-6pm. 
Linn, Rega, ProAc, EPOS, Rotel, Audiolab, Arcam, 
Meridian, Musical Technology, NAO, Quad, KEF, 
Acoustic Energy, Marantz, B&W, Nakamichi, 
Rogers, Mission/Gyrus, Pioneer (precision). Listen 
to Linn/Meridian AC3 here now' Home Cinema & 
HiFi  Oem rooms, parking, Free delivery & 
installation. Service department on the premises. 
Call now lll:ili7;,'l 
RIVERSIDE HI-FI, 422 Richmond Road, East 
Twickenham. TW1 2EB. Tel: (0181) 892 7613. 
Fax: (0181) 892 7749. See main entry under 
Middlesex. lll:ili7;,'l 
ROGERS HI·FI, 13 Bridge Street, Guildford, Surrey. 
Tel  (01483) 561049. B&W, Castle,  De non, 
Harman-Kardon, Marantz, Micromega, Musical 
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Fidelity, Myryad, Ruark, Tannoy, and many more. 
Demonstration facilities available, no appointment 
necessary. Free installation. Service department. 
Access/Visa. Instant credrt up to £1 ,000 subject to 
status. Monday-Saturday 9.30-6pm, later by 
appointment. 
SPALDINGS HI-FI, (Established 30 years), 352-4 
Lower Addiscombe Rd, Croydon, Surrey CRO 7AF. 
Tel (0181) 654 1231/2040. Linn Nairn, Quad, 
Meridian, Audiolab, Mission, Marantz, Denon, 
Ruark, Tannoy, Arcam, KEF, Castle. 3 dem rooms 
including AV room. Service dept, free install, home 
trial facilities, appointments advisable. Access, 
Visa, Am ex, Interest free credit, instant credit. 
Mon-Sat 9-5.45. Tues-8. Service dept. lll:ili7;,'l 
SURRE Y HI-FI, 45 High Street, Godstone, Surrey 
RH9 8LS. (Just off J6 - M25) Tel (01883) 7 44 755, 
free parking. Home Cinema on demo. Acram, 
Audiolab, KEF, KEF Reference, Beyerdynamic 
headphones, Bose, Cabletalk, Oenon, Marantz, 
Mitchell, Musical Rdelity, Partington Stands, Qudos 
Cables, Target, TDL, Thorens, Yamaha, Stands 
Unique, Roger, Miller & Kreisel Sub Woofers, MIT 
Cables, AJphason Stands, Sennheiser headphones 
and many others. Interest free credit available. 
Closed Wednesday. 
UNILET SOUND & VISION, 35 High Street 
(Opposite Waitrose), New Maiden, Surrey. KT3 4BY. 
Tel (0181) 942 9567. The very best hi fi and home 
cinema brands on show wrth 3 hi fi PLUS 3 home 
cinema demonstration rooms fully equipped at 
New Maiden. Knowledgeable staff. Free car park-
ing. Open �u��gEX (EAST) 

lll:ili7;,'l 

ADAMS & JARRE T T, 6-18 Norman Road, 
St. Leonard's-on-sea, East Sussex, TN37 6NH, Tel 
(01424) 437165/432398. Stockists of B+W, 
Cabletalk, KEF, Marantz, Meridian, Micromega, 
NAD, REL, Rotel, Ruark, Sennheiser, Tannoy, Target, 
Yamaha. Two demo rooms, home trial, 
AV specialists. Instant and interest-free credit avail­
able. Open Mon-Sat 9-5.30. 
JEFFRIES HI-FI, 69 London Road, Brighton BN1 
4JE. Tel (01273) 609431. Hi-fi, home cinema and 
multi-room specialist. Range includes Acoustic 
Energy, Arcam, Beyer, Celestion, Chord, Definitive 
Technology, Denon, Harbeth, KEF, Kinshaw, 
Lexicon, Linn, Loewe, Miller & Kreisel, Nairn, 
Panasonic, Rega, REL, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, 
Sennheiser, Shahinian, Sound Organisation, Sound 
Style, Top Tape, Yamaha. 2 dem rooms. Open lues­
Sat, late night Wed. Free parking, bus route, credit 
facilities. Winner Sony/Hi-Fi News Best Southern 
Dealer. lll:ili7;,'l 
JEFFRIES HI-FI, 4 Albert Parade, Green Street. 
Eastbourne BN21 1 SO. Tel (01323) 731336, Fax 
(01323) 416005. Hi-fi, home cinema and multi­
room specialist. Range includes Acoustic Energy, 
Arcam, Beyer, Celestion, Chord, Definitive 
Technology, Oenon, Harbeth, Heybrook, KEF, 
Lexicon, Linn, Loewe, Miller & Kreisel, Nairn, 
Panasonic, Polk, Rega, REL, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, 
Seleco, Sennheiser, Sony, Sound Organisation, 
Sound Style, Top Tape, Yamaha. Two demonstration 
rooms. Open Tues-Sat, late night Wed. Free park­
ing, bus route, credit facilities. Winner Sony/H.i-fi 
News Best Southern Dealer. lll:ili7;,'l 
THE POWERPLANT, 66167 Upper North Street, 
Brighton BN1 3FL. Tel (01273) 775978 Fax (01273) 
748419 Email: email@powerplant.co.uk Whatever 
your budget we can help you choose from our care­
fully selected range of todays finest hifi and home 
cinema equipment. Recommended agencies 
include Arcam, Audiolab, ATC, B&W, B&O, Gyrus, 
Exposure, Epos, Linn, Marantz, Micromega, Mark 
Levinson, Pro Ac, Rega, QED Systemline, Yamaha. 
Excellent demonstration facilites, Knowledgeable 
and Friendly Staff. Multi Room specialist, CEDIA 
member. Open Tues - Sat 1 Oam-6pm late evenings 
by appointment. All major Credit Cards. Full Credit 
facilities. lll:ili7;,'l 

SUSSEX (WEST) 
AUDIO DESIGNS, 26 High Street, East Grinstead, 
West Sussex RH19 3AS. TeVFax (01342) 314569. 
Hi-Fi, Home cinema & Multi-room specialists. 
Authorised stockists of: Arcam, Audiolab, Gabletalk, 
Castle, Gyrus, Epos, KEF (inc. Reference), Linn (inc. 
AV51), Marantz, Mission, Nairn, Pioneer (inc 
LaserOisc), Quad, Rei, Rotel, Sennheiser, Sony, 
Soundstyle, Stands Unique, Target, T horens, 
Yamaha & more. 3 dedicated demonstration rooms 
- Hi-R & Home cinema. Service dept. 0% finance 

available. 9.30-6.00 Mon-Sat. Late by apjJQirlt: 
ment. lll:ili7;,'l 
BOWERS & WILKINS LTD, (Est. 1945) 1 Becket 
Buildings, Littlehampton Rd, Worthing. 
Tel (01903) 264141. 1 minute from A24 & A27. Free 
local parkng. Aura, B&W (inc. Matrix), Oenon, Harman 
Kardon, Jamo, Marantz, Mission, Tannoy, T.D.L., Teac, 
Technics, Thorens, and many more in 4 Dem Rooms. 
Systems, Hi-Fi and Home Cinema. Service Dept., 
Installations. Open 6 days a week. Access, Visa, 
instant credrt to £1 000 subject to status. 
PHASE 3 HI-FI, 215 Tarring Road, Worthing, West 
Sussex, BN11 4HW. Tel (01903) 245577. Email: 
pearf@msn.com. Whether your requirements are 
for the best in HiR, Home Cinema, Mu�i room, or 
full systems integration, contact us to discuss 
bespoke systems to match your needs and your 
budget. T hree listening and viewing studios. 
Agencies include, Acoustic Energy, Arcam, 
Audiolab, B&W, Castle, Celestion, Denon, KEF, Linn 
Knekt, Marantz, Meridian, M&K, Nairn, Pioneer 
Precision, Shearne, Talk Electronics, Yamaha. 
Open Mon-Sat 9.30am-5.30pm. All major credit 
cards. Full credrt facilities. lll:ili7;,'l 

WARWICKSHIRE 
SOUNDS EXPENSIVE 12 Regents St., Rugby. Tel 
(01788) 540772. Arcam, Audiolab, Quad, Meridian, 
Marantz, Mission, Celestion, KEF, Rotel, Ruark, 
Heybrook. IMPROVE YOUR IMAGE. BE SEEN WITH 
US. Appts required, no service dept, free install, 
home trials facilities. Access, Amex, Visa, Diners 
instant credrt. Open 9-5.30pm Man-Sat. lll:ili7;,'l 
STRATFORD HI-FI, 1 OA Chapel Street, Stratford 
Upon Avon, Warwickshire. Tel (01789) 414533. 
Arcam, B&W, Base, Gyrus, Denon, KEF, Marantz, 
Micromega, Mission, Monitor Audio, NAO, 
Panasonic, Onkyo, Pioneer, Rotel, Sony, Technics, 
Yamaha. Demonstration room, Service facilities, 
Mail Order, Interest free credit. Open 9.30-5.30 
Monday to Saturdat_AII majQr credit cards. lll:ili7;,'l 

WILTSHIRE 
AUDIO T, 60 Fleet St, Swindon, Wi�shire, SN1 1 RA. 
Tel (01793) 538222. Fax (01793) 487260. Open 
Tues-Sat 9.30-6. See our main entry under Oxford. 
We also sell Unn & Nairn. lll:ili7;,'l 
SALISBURY HI-FI LTO, 15 Catherine Street, 
Salisbury, Wi�shire SP1 2DF. Tel (01722) 322169. 
Arcam, B&W, Celestion, Oenon, KEF, Kenwood, 
Marantz, Meridian, Micromega, NAD, Ruark, Sony, 
Yamaha. 2 Dem rooms. Friendly relaxed atmos­
phere. Professional advice. Home dem available. 
Service Department. Free installation. Home trial 
facilities. Access, Visa, Arnex. Interest free credit. 
lnstant��rfci�E���l�� 

lll:ili7;,'l 

WEST MIDLANDS AUDIO, Worcestershires lead­
ing Hi-Fi specialists stocking Bang & Olufsen, Nairn 
Audio, Royd, Micromega, Arcam, Absolute Sounds, 
Teac, Acoustic Energy.On site demonstration room 
by appointment, home demonstrations available, 
multi-room installation specialists, free delivery. 
Interest free credit. Independence House, the trini­
ty, Worcester, WR1 2PN. 0199,5 6190851619059 

YORKSHIRE lNORTH) 
HARROGATE HI-A, 15 Commercial Str, Harrogate, 
N Yorks. Tel (01423) 504274. One of the best 
ranges of quality hi-fi in the North of England, 
including: Lumley valve amplif ication, Audio 
Research, Musical Rdelity, Martin Logan, Sonus 
Faber, Castle, Orelle, Michell, Ruark, Stax, Copland, 
Tannoy, NAD, Onkyo, Rotel, Meridian, Lexicon, 
Project, Silversounds, Cogan Hall, ONM. Home cin­
ema dems. Home dems (appts not always reqd.). 
Service dept. All major credit cards accepted. Credit 
facilities available. Open 1 0-6pm. Why? Because 
music matters. � 
SOUND ORGANISATION YORK, 2b Gillygate, York 
Y03 7EQ. Tel (01904) 627108. Carefully chosen Hi­
R & AV equipment includes Arcam, B&W, Denon, 
Linn, M&K Subwoofers, Nairn, Rega, Rotel, Royd 
etc. 3 Dem rooms incl Home Cinema & Multiroom 
facilities. Service department. Home installations. 
Instant Credit and Major credit cards. Closed 
Mondays. Phone for a chat & ll)Ore detaus. 

YORKSHIRE lEASTJ 
ZEN AUDIO, 35 George SI, Hull.  
Tel (01482) 587397. Comfortable listening rooms; 
Home dems; Personal, friendly service; Free instal­
lations. Agencies include: Acoustic Energy, Arcam, 
Aura, Audiolab, Atacama, Audio Note, Audion, 
B&W, Cable Talk, The Chord Company, O.P.A, 
Densen, Denon, E.A.R., Exposure, Harbeth, 
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Heybrook, Impulse, KEF, Mlchell, Micromega, 
Monitor Audio, Mordaunt-Short, NAD, NAIM, 
Pioneer, Pro-Ac, REL, Rehdeko, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, 
Shearne Audio, Stands Unique, Sugden, Spendor, 
Sonic Link, T EAC, Tube Technology, Unison 
Research . . .  and manv oti1e1} 

YORKSHIRE lSOUTH) 
HI-FI STUDIOS, Sunnyfields, Ooncaster, ON5 85A. 
Tel (01302) 781387. TDL, Audio AJchemy, Sugden, 
Audiolab, Electrocompaniet, Proac, Ruark, Cas�e. 
Teac, Unison valves, Impulse Horns, Apogee, 
Stemfoort, Pink Triangle, Heybrook, Monitor Audio, 
Harbeth, Keswick Audio Research, Michell 
Turntables, CR Developments (valves), Art Audio 
(valves), R.E.L. Subwoofers, Pro-ject, Plus Yamaha 
and Klipsch Home Cinema Pro-Logic 
Demonstrations, Systemdek, Alphason, Target 
Sonic Link, Chord, Holfi, Q.L.N., Audio Quest. 
Listening room, dems, home trial, free delivery and 
install, 2 year guarantee. Access, Visa. 1 0-8pm 
Tues-Fri, 10-6 Sat. Closed Monday. Phone for fur­
ther info. & FREE fact Qack(W lll:ili7;,'l 

YORKSHIRE EST) 
AUDIO REFLECTIONS, Specialist ATC distributers 
from one of the longest established UK ATC deal­
ers. You are cordially invited to audition perhaps 
the finest loudspeaker range available in the world 
today from the largest selection of ATC monitros 
and electronics assembled in the UK. Also AVI, 
Bryston, Chord Electronics, Castle, Harbeth, 
Marantz, Spendor, Sumo, Teac, Van den Hul etc. 
For further details contact John Bleakley Phone/tax 
Leeds (0113) 2528850 (evening calls welcome). 
Generous part exchange and second hand equip­
ment available. 
CLEARTONE (FORMERLY ERRICKS), Rawson 
Square, Bradford City Centre, B01 3JR. Tel (01274) 
309266. Bradford's leading Hi-Fi specialists. Every 
top brand & all the best buys at guaranteed 
unbeatable prices. Aiwa, Akai, Arcam, Audiolab, 
B&W, Base, Castle, Celestion, Denon, Hitachi, 
Infinity, JBL, JVC,  KEF, Kenwood, Marantz, 
Micromega, Mission, Mordaunt Short, NAD, 
Panasonic, Pioneer, Rotel, Sony, Tannoy, TDL, 
Technics, Toshiba, Yamaha. 2 Dedicated Demo 
rooms, no appointments required. Service depart­
ment, free installation, home trial facilities. Access, 
Visa, Amex, Diners. Interest free credit. Open Mon 
- Sat 9.30-5.30. 
EMPIRE ELECTRICAL MEGASTORE, lngleby 
Road, (Girlington), Bradford, B08 9AJN. Tel (01274) 
575000. The North's biggest electrical megastore. 
Every top brand & best buy at guaranteed unbeat­
able prices. Aiwa, Akai, B&W, Base, Celestion, 
Denon, Grundig, Hitachi, Jamo, JVC, KEF, 
Kenwood, Marantz, Mission, Mrtsubishi, Mordaunt 
Short, NAD, Panasonic, Pioneer, Rotel, Sony, 
Tannoy, TDL, Technics, Toshiba, Yamaha. 3 
Dedicated Hi-Fi & AN Demo rooms, no appoint­
ments required. Service department, free installa­
tion. Free parking, Access, Visa, Amex, Diners. 
Interest free credit. Open Mon - Fri 9.30-8.00, Sat 
9.30-6.00, Sun 11.00-5.00. 
EMPIRE ELECTRICAL SUPERSTORE, The Clock 
Buildings (formerly the Clock Cinema), Roundhay 
Road, Leeds (on the junction of the A 58 & 
Roundhay Road), LS8 2SH. Tel (0113) 2351701. 
Leed's largest range of Hi-Fi separates & systems 
including all the best buys at guaranteed unbeat­
able prices. Aiwa, Akai, B&W, Bang & Olufsen, 
Base, Castle, Celestion, Denon, Hrtachi, JVC, KEF, 
Kenwood, Marantz, Mission, Mrtsubishi, Mordaunt 
Short, NAD, Panasonic, Pioneer, Rotel, Sony, 
Tannoy, TOL, Technics, Toshiba, Yamaha. 2 
Dedicated Hi-Fi Demo rooms and 2 AN Demo 
rooms, no appointments necessary. Service 
department, free installation, home trial facilities. 
Free parking. Access, Visa, Amex, Diners. Interest 
free credit. Open Mon - Wed 1 0.00-6.00, Thurs -
Fri 10.00-8.00, Sat 9.30-5.30, Sun 11.00-5.00. 
EMPIRE (EC) LTD, 94 Kirkgate, Wakefield City 
Centre, (opp. Canon Cinema) West Yorkshire WF1 
lTB. Tel (01924) 361736. Wakefield's leading Hi-R 
store. Every top brand & best buy at guaranteed 
unbeatable prices. Aiwa, Akai, B&W, Bang & 
Olufsen, Bose, Celestion, Denon, Hrtachi, JVC, KEF, 
Kenwood, Marantz, Mission, Mrtsubishi, Mordaunt 
Short, NAO, Panasonic, Pioneer, Rotel, Sony, 
Tannoy, TDL, Technics, Toshiba, Yamaha. Full 
demonstration facilities, service department, free 
installation. Access, Visa, Arnex, Diners. Interest 
Free credrt. Open Mon - Sat 9.30-5.30. 
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HUDDERSFIELD HI-FI CENTRE, 4 Cross Church 
St Huddersfield. Tel (01484) 544668, Fax (01484) 
423140. Also at 3-5 Kings Cross Street, Halifax, 
West Yorks. Tel (01422) 366832, Fax (01422) 
349954). B&W, Gyrus, Kenwood, Denon, Rotel, 
Arcam, Musical Fidelity, Quad, Audio Lab, Marantz, 
Mission, etc. Dem facilities - appointment reqd. 
Man-Sat 9-5.30, T hurs 9-8. Closed Wed. Free 
installation, credit facilities. Access, Visa. 
IMAGE HI-A, 17 The Springs, Wakefield, WF1 1 QE. 
Tel (01924) 200272. Fax (01924) 200404. The finest 
in Home Cinema, Multiroom installation and classic 
stereo systems from Arcam, B&W, Gyrus, Denon, 
Linn, Mission, Quad, Rega, Yamaha DSP.� 
Monday to Saturday 9.30am to 5.30pm li1oli1i1 
IMAGE HI-A, 8 St Annes Road, Headingley, Leeds, 
LS6 3NX. Tel  (0113) 2789374, Fax (0113) 
2754252. The finest in Home Cinema, Mu.ltiroom 
installation and classic stereo systems from 
Arcam, B&W, Gyrus, Denon, Linn, Mission, Quad, 
Rega, Yamaha DSP. Open Monday to Saturday 
9.30am to 6.00pm. li1oli1i1 

NORTHERN IRELAND 

BELFAST 
LYRIC HI-FI, 161/3 Stranmillis Road, Belfast. 
Tel (01232) 381296. Demonstration and Installation 
of the finest Hi-R, Home Cinema and Multi-room sys­
tems, including Arcam, Gyrus, Denon, Linn, Loewe, 
Mission, Naim, Yamaha and many more. Our experi­
ence will help you to choose the right system for your 
needs. Open Mon-Sat 1 0-6, Late night Thurs, closed 
all day Wednesday. 
THE HI-A SHOP, Bruce House, Bruce Street, Be�ast, 
BT2 7JD, Tel (01232) 327 604. Product lines include 
Arcam, Audiolab, B&O, B&W, Castle, Chario, Keswick 
Audio, Micromega and Rotel. Dem room and Earl 
Gray available. Service Dept, free installation, home 
trial facilities. Access and Visa, instant and interest 
free credrt. Open Tues-Sat 1 Oam-§P.m. 

DUNGANNON 
KRONOS HI-FI, 35 Farlough Road, Newmills, 
Dungannon BT71 4DU. Tel (01868) 7 48632. We 
have one of the largest ranges of quality Hi-Fi in 
Ireland. Our agencies include Apogee, Arian, 
Audion, Audio Note, Audiomeca, BOW Technology, 
B and W, Cadence, Densen, Frameworks, Harman 
Kardon, JBL, Kabelwerk, Kimber, Klipsch, Living 
Voice, Lyra, LFD, Marantz, Michell, MIT, Nottingham 
Analogue, Orelle, QLN, Rogers, Roksan, Rotel, 
Ruark, Silver Sounds, SME, Sonic Link, Triangle, 
Trichord, Unison, UKD, Wilson Benesch, YBA and 
much more. Demo rooms for Hi-R and NV. Free 
installation, home demos and home trial. Access 
and Visa. Credit including instant and interest free. 
Open Mon-Fri 9-5. Sat 10-5. We are also open any 
evening by appointment. 

SCOTLAND 

DUMFRIES 
RIVER HI-FI, 28 Church Crescent , Dumfries. 
(Situated above Barnstorm Records) Tel: 01387 
267048, 0468 038306. Selected agencies include 
Naim, Rega, Roksan, Ruark, Alchemist, Kef, 
Trichord, Marantz, QLN, Tannoy, Drrelle, Rotel, 
Teac, Audiomeca,Triangle, Castle, Opera, ·Infinity, 
Densen, Musical Fidelity, Neat, Revox, Apogee, 
Ortofon, Pro-ject Turntables, Sennheiser, Stax, 
Grado, Primare,  Jel l  Rowland, Marston, 
Soundstyle, Stands Unique, Atacama, Nordost, Van 
den Hul, Chord Company, MIT, etc. Showroom and 
2 l istening rooms. Appointments and home 
demonstrations available. 

DUNDEE 
J D BROWN, 28 Castle Street, Dundee for real HiR 
and home cinema in Tayside. Our friendly, knowl­
edgeable staff will be delighted to give you a 
demonstration and help you to choose your sys­
tem. Phone and book one of our listening rooms. 
Interest Free Credit Available. Tel. 01382 22659 

EDINBURGH 
MUSIC MILL, 72 Newhaven Rd., Edinburgh EH6 
5QG. Tel (0131) 555 3963 or Fax (0131) 555 3964. 
Audio Research, Copland, Naim Audio, Krell, 
Roksan, Marantz, DPA, AVI, Martin Logan, Pro-Ac, 
Wilson Audio, Theta Digital, Alchemist. Listening 
Rooms, Free Parking, Full Workshop, Delivery, 
Installation. Open Tues-Sat 10-6 Tel for map or 
contact AI, Mark, Fraser or Mike. 

GLASGOW 
GLASGOW ANALOGUE STUDIO, 3 Boghead Road, 
Lenzie, Glasgow G66 4EG Tel (0141) 776 3642. 

Illusion of music systems for the vinyl enthusiast 

featuring turntables, arms and cartridges from 
Nottingham Analogue, amplifiers from Croft and 
loudspeakers from Dantax. Experience the beauty 
of music in our relaxed and friendly listening room. 
Demonstration by appointment only. Free installa­
tion anywhere in Scotland. 
GLASGOW AUDIO, 135 Great Western Road 
Glasgow G4, Tel (0141) 332 4707. Main product 
lines include Arcam, Castle, Gyrus, Harman­

Kardon, Marantz, Meridian, Mission, Onkyo, Polk, 

REL, Rotel, Royd, Ruark etc. 3 Dem rooms, NV 
and Hi-fi, service facilities installation sevice, and 

home trial facilities available. Access and Visa 
accepted. Instant and interest-free credit. Open 
Mon-Sat 10am-5.30pm Sun 1-4pm. 
lOUD & ClEAR, 520 St Vincent St, Finnieston, 
Glasgow, G3 8XZ Tel (0141) 221 0221 - not just 
another hi-li shop, combining friendly advice with 
specially selected products and the keenest prices. 
Three comfortable demonstration rooms, full service 
and installation facilities, interest free credrt available 
on selected products. Naim, Exposure, Alchemist, 

Marantz, Denon, Rotel, Teac, Systemdek, f:.Jwa, Kef, 
Tannoy, TDL, Mordaunt Short, Royd, Epos. Mon-Sat 
10am-6pm. Thurs 10am-7pm. Complimentary park­
ing at PC World, Rnnieston St. 
STEREO STEREO, 260 St Vincent Street, Glasgow 
G2 5RL. Tel (0141) 248 4079. Emailstereo@cix. 
compulink.co.uk We will help you choose a system 
to suit your needs precisely. Whether rt's a com­
plete distributed audio and video system or just a 
repair to your old speakers. WE'RE NOT JUST 
ST EREO ST EREO. Open 1 0-6.00pm closed 
Sunday, Tuesday. Interest free credrt available. 

STIRLING 
STIRLING AUDIO, 19 Bamton Street, Stirling, FK8 

1 HF. Tel (01786) 479958. For central Scotland's 
best selection of qualrty Hi R at all prices demon­
strated and installed to suit your needs. B&W, 
Aura, Crimson, Ruark, Audiolab, Arcam, Marantz, 

T hule, Rotel, Impulse, Polk, Audio Innovations, 
Royd, Infinity, DNM Reson, NHT, REl, Revolver, 
Micromega, Beyer, Sennheiser, Harman Kardon, 
QlN, Target + Stands Unique and many more. Plus 
custom cable service + QED mu�iroom installa­
tion. Contact Barry or John for more information. 
Interest free credit available 

WALES 

CLWYD 
A COUSTICA, 17 Hoole Road, Chester, Cheshire 

CH2 3NH. Tel (01244) 344227. See main entry 
under Cheshire. 
ACTON GATE AUDIO, 4 Ruabon Ad, Wrexham 
Tel (01978) 364500. Audio Visual specialists. Arcam, 
Base, Boston, B&W, Celestion, Castle, Denon, GLL, 
Harman-Kardon, Jamo, JBL, Marantz, Michell, 
Mission, Mordaunt-Short, Musical Rdelity, Myryad, 
NAD, Micromega, Quad, Rotel, Rogers, Roksan, 
Ruar1<, Tannoy, Teac, TDL, UKD, Yamaha DSP mem­
ber. Demonstration room, installation service. Easy 
parking and motorway access. Access, Visa etc. 

SOUTH GLAMORGAN 
AUDIO EXCEllENCE, 134 Crvvys Road, Cardiff. 
Tel (01222) 228565. All that's best in Hi-R carefully 
selected and demonstrated by friendly knowledge­
able staff, at prices to suit all budgets. Delivery and 
installation, home dems, part exchange, in-house 
workshops, full credit facilities with interest free on 
selected items. Tues-Sat 9.00-5.30. Closed Mon. 
li1oli1i1 
AUDIO EXCEllENCE, 9 High St, Swansea. 
Tel (01792) 474608.AII that's best in Hi-R carefully 
selected and demonstrated by friendly knowl­
edgeable staff, at prices to suit all  budgets. 
Delivery and installation, home dems, part 
exchange, in-house workshops, full credrt facilrties 
with interest free on selected items. lues-Sat 
9.00-5.30. Closed Mon. I!W1il 
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All good things 
come to he who waits. 

Jump the queue. 

Time waits for no man. 

So don't wait for all the good 

things in life to tap you on 

the shoulder and introduce 

themselves. At Stuff we've 

dedicated ourselves to 

testing the sheer pleasures 

of life, helping you spend 

your money on anything 

guaranteed to get a red-

blooded male's pulse racing. 

With experts who talk sense 

rather than science , you'll 

soon be conversant with 

anything from multimedia to 

radical lingerie. Alternatively, 

don't buy Stuff magazine 

and just wait till it all 

finds you, but it could be 

a long wait... 

Stuff. A man's guide to the best of everything. 
[On sale now] 



THIS YEAR'S TOP CATS 

Every year, the Hi-Fi Choice Best Buys guide 

rounds up the finest hi-fi products introduced over 

the past 12 months. Whether you seek an entry­

level CD player or a high-end amp, Best Buys 97 

is the place to start your hi-fi shopping spree. 

TRIED AND TESTED 

Reviews in Hi-Fi Choice are recognised by the hi-fi trade to be 

more technical and honest. Our unique and authoritative test 

regime is your guarantee of objective and unbiased advice about hi­

fi. Our formal group tests employ a mixture 

of unsighted and 'hands-on' listening ses­

sions, plus a thorough lab test by our 

award-winning Technical Editor, Paul 

Miller. it's the full story! 

HELP IS ATRAND! 

Need help with hi-fi buying, or on how to get the best 

from your system? Check out the specially extended 

Help' section in Best Buys 97 and absorb our words 

of wisdom. Plus, for hard-core enthusiasts who seek 

to tweak, our resident hi-fi tuning guru, JMH 

"Jimmy" Hughes, will write an extended Hints & 

Tips column full of useful advice. 

EUROPEAN UNION 

Hi-Fi Choice is the UK's representative in the European lmaging & 

Sound Association (EISA), whose annual Awards are among the 

biggest and most prestigious in the world. We'll be reminding you 

which products were this year's Euro champs! 

e PLUS: THE BEST Of THE YEAR'S INSTANT 

SYSTEMS, OPINIONS, AND MUCH, MUCH MORE! 

HAVE HI·FI CHOICE DELIVERED TO 
YOUR DOOR EVERY MONTH! 

SUBSCRIPTION RATES START AT JUST £14.97 
-SEE PAGE 42 FOR DETAILS! -



''' JW t·PI rr}ll 

Ultra David Vivian hustles with high-sensitivity speakers, and finds intriguing 

contrasts between two approaches to the provision of PA in the parlour. 

Vivian Scene 
0 ne reason to own real hi-fi gear 

is for its ability to play loud with­

out generating discernible dis­

tortion. But how loud is loud? If 

the windows rarrle and the car runs away, 
you're gerring there. Bur it's never quire loud 
enough ro be truly convincing, is it? 

Live music, from Metallica to the Berlin 
Philharmonic, is louder. It's louder than rhe 
vast majority of hi-fi systems can play -even 
if you listen in a fairly small room. A solo sax­

ophone, blown with suitable gusto, can hit 
peaks beyond the reach even of those mulri­

amped powerhouses that occasionally 

appear in the pages of HFC. That's why real 

sounds real: it's largely a matter of decibels 
and dynamic freedom. 

Parr of the problem, contends Musical 
Fidelity boss Antony Michaelson (who's 
been giving the subject a lot of thought 
lately), is so fundamental, it's amazing how 
long the hi-fi industry has been sweeping it 
under the carpet. His argument is this: rhe 

majority of true hi-fi loudspeakers (espe­
cially those that aspire towards low col­

oration and wide bandwidth) are too ineffi- · 

cient for the majority of domestic hi-fi amps 

to drive rh em properly. A mismatch between 
energy in and volume our is rhe norm rather 
than the exception. 

True, he concedes, there are high-sensi­
tivity speakers that don't require much power 

to produce a lot of sound and a more believ­
able dynamic range, bur usually their drive­

units are prone ro severe colorations and 
present a highly reactive load to the ampli­
fier, which is nor easy to drive. So even if your 
amp doesn 'r need to have many Watts on rap, 
it will need a very stiff power supply, and 
those don't come cheap. 

Conscientiously low coloration designs 

- exemplars of the breed are made by 
Spend or, Harherh and Rogers among others 
- have a penchant for plastic drivers rhar 
produce a natural tone and timbre but are 
sluggish to start and srop. They can sound 

beguilingly sweet bur devour power like a 
black hole. This is bad news on two fronts, 
says Antony. First, you need a juggernaut of 
an amp to generate a decent degree of sound 
pressure and control. Second, even then 
rhere'll be a loss of "microdynamics" and 
"microtransients" - low-level bur never­
theless viral information rh at gives life, vital­

ity and dimensionaliry to the music. 
Never missing an opportunity to pur 

money where his mouth is, Antony has just 
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the product to sort our this thorny dilemma 
-the monolithic £1,200 Kelly Transducers 
KT3 speaker, about which Paul Messenger 

wrote so favourably last month. The Kclly 

company is owned by MF now that hi-fi 
luminary Stanley Kelly (of ribbon- and horn­

tweeter fame) has retired; and the KT3s­
with their light, fast-reacting aerogel drivers 
-meet Michaelson's blueprint for a great hi­
fi loudspeaker. That is, they set out to marry 
low coloration and distortion with a wide fre-

quency range, a reasonably flat frequency 
response and, most important of all, gen­
uinely high sensitivity. The claim is 95dB at 
one metre; Paul measured 93dB in room­
apparently a good result, even at four Ohms. 

M ichaelson's datum is a peak of 1'12dB 
at one metre, to achieve a satisfactory ''aver­
age" listening level at a more normal 2-3m 

distance with clean, unclipped transients. 
The performance yardstick for the amp's 
contribution isn't its output in Watts bur 
dB/Watts. This adjusts for rhe fact that the 
loudness of speakers is measured in deci­
bels, which increase on a logarithmic �cale, 
unlike the amp's own output in Watts, which 
ascends linearly.ln short, you need a big step­
up in Watts to achieve a modest hike in dRs. 
To drive a low efficiency speaker (say 
87ciB!W) to a sound-pressure level of 112 dB, 
a 25 dB/Watt amp is required ('112dR minus 
87dB equals 25 dB/Warts, or about 320 
Warr per channel). Gulp! 

Do the same sum with the KT3s and you 

get a different result: the amp demand drops 
ro just 17 dB!Warrs, which is 50 Watts per 

channel. The exact raring of MF's X-ASO 

monoblok power amps, narch ... 

Head to head 

As I have enjoyed a run of muscular floor­
standers in my smallish listening room 
(Mission 735i, B&W CDM7), l was 
intrigued. Sol rook the KT3s to be auditioned 
alongside a pair of .JBL's new £850 SVA 
1600s and l knew the comparison would be 
enlightening. 

The new J BLs don'r claim to be super effi­

cient {they're rated at a middling 89dB) but 
they incorporate a bi-radial horn sandwiched 
between two heavy-duty bass drivers. 
Interestingly, these use paper cones coa red in 
Aquaplas, a concrete-like material developed 
for the aerospace industry that gives a high 
stiffness-to-mass ratio. 

The horn is rhe crucial bir. Ir claims to 

have much better energy management than 
conventional drivers because it directs sound 

towards the listening area and doesn't 
bounce it off walls, thus claiming ro reduce 

room interference at the listening position. 
Auditioning commenced in rhe roomy 

basement of my drinking buddy Sreve, using 
fairly modest amplification (40Watts-per­
side Rorel RA-931) to see if we could kick 
up a storm. The JBLs seemed ro whip up a 
hurricane with very little persuasion from the 
Rorel's volume knob. Bass was a bir lumpy 

and loose but had kick and extension, with 
bags of presence and energy in the mid band. 

The Kellys cou Id be made to go as loud 
{probably louder), bur the balance was alto­
gether more laid-back and controlled, and 
there were signs of strain from the baby 
Rorel. (Possibly it was struggling with a low 
impedance load.) Everyone invited into the 

basement for a listen said the J BLs were 
louder and, in most cases, better. 

Back home, with high-quality sources and 
amplification to hand (including a pair of MF 

X-A50s) the KT3s starred to show their true 
colours. Yes, they could go excruciatingly 
loud, but their strength was in rhe effortless 
presence, dynamic subtlety and derail they 
conjured ar modest listening levels. 

What to make of all this talk about real­
istic SPLs and dynamics? The JBLs might not 
be able to hit 112 dB at one metre wirh 50 
Watt�, but nine out of 10 cars we asked said 
they were louder. Work that one out. � 
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With Cinema DSP, you'll be amazed at 
what comes out of the woodwork. 

Bats screech overhead. Wolves howl in the dis
.
tance. And footsteps crunch across your 

living room floor. 
No, it's not your imagination. You're hearing s�unds placed around the room, just as the 

director intended. 
All courtesy of Yamaha Cinema DSP. T he home theatre technology that gives dialogue 

more definition. Music, more dimension. And sound effects, more graphic detail. 
Only Yamaha Cinema DSP creates phantom speakers that fully replicate the experience 

you get in multi-speaker movie theatres. It sounds so real, in fact, you'll swear you hear 
sounds in places that you don't even have speakers. 

As you might imagine, a breakthrough like this is no small feat. It's accomplished by 
multiplying the effects of Digital Sound Field Processing and Dolby Pro Logic.® 

TM 

CINEMA DSP 

0 Phantom Speakers 

Only Yamaha 
CinemaDSP 
creates phantom 
speakers. It sounds 
so real, you'll swear 
you hear sounds in 
places you don't 
even have speakers. 

Digital Sound Field Processing is Yamaha's unique technology that electronically recreates some of the finest performance venues 
in the world. And Dolby Pro Logic is the technology responsible for placing sound around the room, matching the dialogue and 
sound effects with the action on the screen. 

Together, these two technologies allow Yamaha to offer a complete range of home theatre components that outperform other 
comparatively priced products on the market. 

Stop by your local Yamaha dealer for what could be a very eerie demonstration. Maybe we can't talk you into a system, but that 
doesn't mean we can't scare you into one. 

For your local Yamaha Dealer telephone: (01923) 233166. 

Yamaha Electronics (UK) Ltd, 200 Rickmansworrh Road, Watford, Herts. WDI 7)S. Dolby Pro Logic is a registered trademark of Dolby Laboratories Licensing Corroration. 

To: Yamaha Electronics (UK) Ltd. 200 Rickmansworth Road, Watford, Herts. WD1 7JS. Tel: (01923) 233166 

Please send me full information on Yamaha Hi-Fi Components and A/V Range. 

Name ............ ...................... ....... . . .................................... .. . .... Address......................... . .. ....... . . .... ........... .. .. 

........... Tel. 

Please state where you saw this advertisement 



B&W OM �601 

"The 60 Is sound like 
the �oice coils of God." 
What Hi-fi? - Nov '95 

8& W's patented method of 
using Kevlar's unique woven 
fibres for loudspeaker 
cones has been o ma;or 
factor in reducing unwanted 
standing waves. 

For more information contact 
B&W Loudspeakers (UKI Ltd 
on: +44(0}1903750750 

http:/ /www.bwspeakers.com 
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