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The best speakers
are the ones who listen

The SoundGuide®

What is good sound?

There is no easy answer. Good sound is individual.
It is shaped by personal choices like room size
and music style. Whatever your listening needs,
there's a sound solution to meet them. SIS

Jamo has developed the SoundGuide, an

advanced resource that leads you to your
perfect sound solution.
We listen to you before you listen to us.

For further information, call Jamo UK at
01788 556 777 or visit your local Jamo dealer.
Tell us what you want. We'll listen.

Janno

www.jamospeakers.com Lets get personal



Clearly
we've
moved on

The original Q Series won so many
awards that it was tempting to leave well alone.

So we changed it.

We improved the Uni-Q" driver array
with an acoustically purer polypropylene
midrange cone, and a high frequency unit
with a more powerful magnet for greater
accuracy at high volume. We fine-tuned the
crossovers for even smoother response, and
them the  bi-wire

mounted directly  to

MODELS SHOWN ARE THE O SERIES POINT TWO COMPRISING MAIN PICTURE MODEL 065.2. GROUP PICTURE Q855 Q152,

*MODELS Q35.2, Q55.2 AND Q65 2 ONLY.

terminals for optimum signal transmission.
The front baffles
contoured to eliminate edge diffractions, and

gorgeous new are

finished to match the cabinets” in Natural

Cherry, Dark Apple or Black Ash.
And the end result? All the

transparency of the original, with an even

acoustic

sweeter, more open sound.
There’s no such thing as perfection - but
now, you can get pretty close.

Q35,2. Q55.2, 065.2, Q95¢. KEF AND UNI-Q ARE REGISTERED TRADEMARKS. UNI-Q IS PROTECTED UNDER GB PATENT 2 236929. U.S. PAT. NO. 5,548,657,
WORLDWIDE PATENTS PENDING. FOR DETAILS ON KEF O SERIES 2 PLEASE CONTACT: KEF AUDIO (UK) LIMITED, DEPT HFC70. FREEPOST MA1332, ECCLESTON ROAD, TOVIL, MAIDSTONE, KENT ME15 6BR. FREEPHONE 0800 7315620. www.kef.com
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Media with passion

Hi-Fi Choice is the UK hi-fi magazine
representative of the European Imaging &

] Sound Association (EISA). Every year EISA
" | honours the finest hi-fi and home cinema
products throughout Europe.
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EDITOR’S NOTEBOOK

Jason Kennedy tries out some highly recommended
speaker bases, and gets a certain Sink-ing feeling. ?

recent EISA seminar has changed

my view of the audio electronics

industry. This event consisted of a
highly concentrated series of press
presentations from nine of the big players
in Europe, with brands such as Samsung,
Thomson, Pioneer and Philips among
them. These companies depend on the
mass market and as a result hi-fi only fits
into their plans when it’s packed in with
complete systems, and complete home
cinema systems at that. Of the myriad new
products we were shown only one was
dedicated to two channels, a Technics CD
player, and two were primarily made for
stereo operation, Mirage loudspeakers.

Given the state of the software market
where the vast majority of material is in
stereo, this would seem to be a bit of
foolhardy move on the industry’s behalf.
Butit is working on the premise that the
growth rate of two channel is being over-
taken by that of multi-channel, largely due
to the tremendous success of DVD. The
question is how will this affect the music
and hi-fi lover? Will he[she have to shift to
new media in order to be able to play the
latest releases. I think not. Whatever the
audio industry attempts to sell to the
masses does not, it would seem, necessarily
change our buying habits and tastes, other-
wise the LP and cassette would have died out
10years ago. This combined with the
breadth of the CD catalogue, whichis now
quite staggering, suggests that there’s no
rush to change formats at all, and we should
only do so if the sonic rewards represent a
higher fidelity than we have at present.
There’s an awful lot of change in audio

electronics at present, so much so that even
the experts find it hard to keep track, but
what we need to know is whether it’s going
to enhance the music lover’s enjoyment.
Which is why there are two features in this
issue that take in aspects of multi-media.
Tim Bowern’s personal stereo review (page
61) looks at four new MP3 players in the
context of the other formats on the market
- a total of four, which must make this the
most format-diverse of all market sectors,
bar computers. At the other end of the scale
Richard Black is looking at ways that you
can enhance or tweak your software to taste
with computer based digital mastering
systems (page 72).

NEW FOUNDATIONS

Back at chez Kennedy, two channel is still
the order of the day with both hi-fi and AV
systems. The hi-fi has been markedly
improved by the introduction of the
Townshend Seismic Sink speaker bases that
we reviewed in the May issue. Sticking
Living Voice Avatar OBX-R floorstanding
speakers on these mini monoliths has had a

dramatic effect on the overall sound. When
Richard Stevenson reviewed them he found
that they didn’t do a great deal in his large
concrete floored room, but subsequently
discovered their qualities on a suspended
floor. I have a wooden suspended floor and
have to place the speakers quite close to the
rest of the system, so isolation between
electronics and speakers has an effect.
WhatIdidn’t expect was the magnitude of
that effect.

The first thing that struck was the
improvement to image depth and
spaciousness in general, this was not the
de-focused expansiveness that some tube
amps create but a precise increase in
proportions. To the extent that the system’s
sensitivity to phase variations seems to have
doubled. More expected was a change in the
bass, where the decoupling from the floor
has had a subjective curtailing effect on
weight, this presumably because the
speaker can no longer energise the
floorboards. The midband, meanwhile, has
been transformed from extremely good to
superb: the resolve is extraordinary, to the
extent that familiar recordings offer up
new detail and subtlety on a daily basis.
High frequencies have apparently been
muted a little, the sound seems softer, but
the detail doesn’t seem diminished so that
could be a case of reduced distortion giving
asmoother overall result. A more transpar-
ent preamp is required, methinks.

On top of all this, the system will now go
louder without discomfort, suggesting a
reduction in compression at higherlevels.
While the Sinks’ asking price of £495 may
seem steep on perceived value grounds, the
result more than warrants the costin a
serious system.

There's only one obvious winner this month, though
the Martin-Logan Prodigy came very close. But the
Sony ST-D777ES combines digital and analogue radio
reception in an exceptionally well-endowed package
with a rather nice box. Tune in, check it out .
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CD/DVD MULTIPLA

PERSONAL AUDIO

Tim Bowern compares the latest
tape, CD, MiniDisc and MP3 models.
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Alvin Gold checks out the stunning ‘ Messers Paul Miller and

Prodigy electrostatic speakers. Paul Messenger tackle our

loudspeaker Super Test

SONY SCD-XB940

Paul Miller investigates Sony's

affordable’ new SACD player.
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EDITOR’S NOTEBOOK
Jason Kennedy reports on this month’s

happenings and Editor’s Choice.

PAUL MESSENGER
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PHIL STRONGMAN
More classic cuts from Phil’s
burgeoning collection on
virgin vinyl and CD.
DAVID VIVIAN

Cura’s £700 CA-10 speaker 1 5

gets the once over.

PAUL MILLER’S
OASIS OF SANITY

Paul explores data reduction
and compression technologies.
JIMMY HUGHES
Jimmy reveals the merits

of natural fibres!
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NEWS & VIEWS

Tim Bowern, Nick Gear and Jason Kennedy trawl the hi-fi ocean for the biggest news fish.

NEWS IN BRIEF

T

— TG
SONY claims its new MZ-R90 player is
the smallest MD Walkman in the
world. Weighing only 70g without
batteries, it shares many of the facets
of the MZ-R91 (see group test), the
world's smallest MD recorder,
including the same ESP anti-shock
technology and back-lit LCD remote
control. Sporting a champagne gold
livery, the MZ-R90 uses both standard
AA and rechargeable cells to generate
up to 56 hours of playback, and
comes supplied with the same
accessories as its bigger brother.
= (0990) 111999

LIVE 2000, the UK home entertain-
ment and technology show, will open
its doors to punters from the 21st to
the 24th September at Earls Court,
London. Visitors will be able to
experience a dedicated hi-fiandhome
entertainment zone; the Warner DVD
Experience, a 200-seat theatre
screening the latest in DVD movies,
and an Online pavilion sponsored by
The Net magazine and Freeserve.
Tickets will cost £12 for adults and £7
for children under 16 on the door or
£10 and £5 respectively via the
advance booking hotline
2 (0870 736 2000).

£

GRUNDIG'S RCD2000 system
combines a CD, RDS tuner with a
motorised display and four wireless
active Apollo 2000 speakers with an
integrated subwoofer. Each unit
communicates with the base unit via
864MHz interference-free transmis-
sions. Costing £1,600, it is capable of
simulating 360-degree surround
sound and 360 Watts of musical
output. It also includes a 59-preset
tuner, five pre-programmed sound
settings and 30-title CD programming.
@ (01788) 577155

PANASONIC has paraded a new range
of micro and mini hi-fi systems.
Comprising three models, the
SCPM30MD, the SC-PM22 and the
entry-level SC-PM03, the micro range
boasts options for a MD recorder, CD
player, tuner and cassette deck. In
addition, consisting of the flagship SC-
AK48, SC-AK28 and the entry-level
SC-AK18, the AK-series of mini

8 HI-FI CHOICE
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Best SACD player yet?

il Marantz has promised its first SACD player will
be the best on the planet. The SA-1 is set for
launch this September and will take its place in
the brand'’s Premium Series at a cool £5,000.

Much attention has been paid to the player's digital-
to-analogue conversion circuitry, featuring separate
double differential DAC-7 converters per channel —
claimed to virtually eliminate all crosstalk, noise and
hum. A number of customised components are said to
be incorporated, while the power supply circuitry
features specially developed ‘circuit conversion noise
eliminators’ to protect the purity of delicate audio
signals. Pre-out circuitry incorporates Marantz's HDAM
technology, giving better performance than regular
op-amp ICs, and balanced audio output is provided. The
whole thing weighs in at 17.7kg; expect a review soon.

To coincide with the increased resolution of its SACD

KEF has introduced the Three-Two to its
| line-up of Reference Series loudspeakers.
Graced with new finishes, crossover
improvements and the company's Boundary
Compensation device (BCD) for easy room
placement, this floorstanding model partners a
fourth generation 16cm Uni-Q driver array with a
16¢cm mineral filled polypropylene lower midrange
unit and two 20cm pulp cone bass units. The
speaker is fully bi-wireable, boasts a sensitivity of
91dB and an impedance of four ohms.

The Three-Two is priced at £2,250 per pair for
black ash, cherry and rosenut veneers and £2,750
per pair in ‘rosetta burr’ and ‘albina burr’ finishes.
KEF @ (01622) 672261

" CDR-S1000 is expected in November. We'll bring

player, Marantz has announced upgrades to its three
Premium Series stereo amps. The PM 14mkll features a
new current feed-back power section and increased
HDAM current, while the PM17mkll boasts better gain
distribution among its improvements. A KI-Signature
version of the PM17mki! will follow, though prices have
yet to be announced. Stay tuned for more Marantz news
next month.

Marantz @& (01753) 680868

Still stereo

M

It is refreshing to see Yamaha hasn't forgotten
: two-channel separates in its race to

consolidate its home cinema position. The
company's new line-up counts three CD players and
three stereo amps among its number, all at ‘budget’
price points.

Each of the CD players will play back both CD-R and
CD-RW discs — a rarity in itself. The entry model is the
CDX-396 (£129), featuring Yamaha's Intelligent Digital
Servo System for superior error correction. The CDX-496
(£179) adds Digital Volume Control, while the range-
topping CDX-596 (£229) sports PRO-Bit technology,
which replicates 20-bit data from a 16-bit source.

Meanwhile, Yamaha claims its latest amps have
been influenced by the new high definition SACD and
DVD-Audio formats, featuring symmetrically-arranged
ToP-ART architecture to give a pure signal path. The
AX-396 (£169) is rated at 60 Watts per channel; the
AX-496 (£229) increases power to 85 Watts x2 and
the AX-596 (£289) pumps out 100 Watts x2.

Also new from Yamaha's hi-fi division is a £250 floor-
standing speaker called the NS-120, sporting a 13cm
mid/bass driver and a 3cm tweeter, and a budget
FM/AM/LW tuner — the TX-396, priced at £100. The
cassette deck line-up continues in its existing form,
while a CD-RW recorder replacing the now discontinued

you news of Yamaha's new multi-channel models

next month.
Yamaha (UK) =&
(01923) 233166 ' Yamaha CDX-596



Blg names join Internet revolution

Panasonic is the latest big name audio brand to
! jump aboard the fast-expanding Internet music
' train. The company has been in cahoots with
Toshiba and SanDisk to develop the Secure Digital (SD)
Memory Card, a solid state storage device that can be
used to record a variety of digital data — including music.
The card is a variation on the ‘flash” memory cards
used by existing MP3 portable players. Many current
portables, like those reviewed on page 69, use MMC
cards — one of the smallest types around. The SD card is
equally compact and slim —just 32x24mm and barely
2mm thick — and is claimed to
offer exceptionally fast access. It
is also SDMI compliant, which
means it incorporates the
copy protection standard
soon to be employed across
the industry. In addition to
making its own SD-based
products, Panasonic will
license out the
technology in
co-operation with
Toshiba and
SanDisk in the
hope of securing
SD as a worldwide standard.
71 companies are already said to have
indicated a desire to join the SD Association.

The first Panasonic audio product to use the
technology will be the SD Audio Player, a small solid state
recording portable similar to existing MP3 hardware.
Available by Christmas with a projected price of £350, it
comes complete with its own ‘jukebox’ management soft-
ware together with neck and wrist adapters so you can
wear it like a watch or a pendant. It uses AAC data reduc-
tion, an application of MPEG2 technology touted to be a
better quality alternative to MP3. You can either convert
your own CDs into AAC files and download them to SD
cards for portability, or download tracks from the Internet
and use the player to take them wherever you go.

Meanwhile, Sony is poised to launch its rival

Memory Stick solid state recording technology in
the UK. It uses a version of the Atrac
~ data reduction system used for
"7 MiniDisc called Atrac3; the first
/' Walkman product — the NW-MS7 —
; could be in the shops by the time
you read this.
Kenwood is
among the other
companies to
sign up for
Memory Stick,
so let battle
¥ commence!

Panasonic UK &

(01344) 862444

DVD-Audio gains support from JVC

commitment to the DVD-Audio format with the

XV-D723GD player. Complete with Dolby
Digital, DTS and Mpeg decoders, the player uses a new
1-bit DAC with 192kHz/24-bit audio resolution. It fea-
tures an 8-times over-sampling digital filter at the input

WVCis the latest big name to confirm its

JVC XV-D723GD

- -
Musical multi-channel
r"“" Musical Fidelity is claiming true audiophile
sound quality from its first foray into the world

of multi-channel.

Boasting separate PCBs for audio, video and digital
inputs, the HTP multi-channel processor has four band-
pass filtered video inputs for either composite or
S-Video with auto-detection between the two.

Compatible with Dolby Digital and dts, the unit is
fitted with eight analogue inputs, eight audio inputs and
five audio outputs. All audio inputs and outputs are
buffered.

The primary power supply is a seventh generation
multi-stage power supply with PTC protection.
Additionally, the HTP has two individual trigger circuits

and a recently developed fourth-order noise shaper to
shift noise from the audio range into the ultra-high
frequency realm.

Other highlights include a newly constructed AV
decoder with 10-bit/54mHz video DAC and a RISC
(Reduced Instruction Set Computer) CPU to control the
digital video circuitry at high speed. Among the handy
user-functions included are a video fine processor (VFP)
to manually controlthe quality of the picture, a 14-step
zoom facility, a high-resolution on-screen menu and an
airtight disc tray to reduce external vibrations.
Connections includes gold-plated terminals, an RGB out-
put and coaxial/optical digital outputs.

JVC @& (020) 8450 3282

Musical Fidelity HTP

with two outputs. These can be linked to any input with
full control of polarity of the switching and trigger voltage.

Attention to build quality has clearly been a key
aspect during the design and construction stages. The
front panel is fashioned from high-quality aluminium
billet with all the inserts machined from brass then
nickel and silver-plated and finally plated with 24-K
gold. The HTP is available from July and costs £1,999.
Musical Fidelity =& (020) 8900 2866

systems sports fixed five-disc CD
changers, dual auto-reverse cassette
decks and an AM/FM tuner.

@ (01344) 862444

KENWOOD'S KAF-303R amplifier, as
reviewed by Paul Miller in the June
issue, should have been rewarded
with five stars rather than the
published four stars. We apologise for
the unfortunate mistake and promise
never to let it happen again, honest!

ADVANTAGE'S Statement S100
(£2,550) integrated amplifier includes
separate amplification circuits for
positive and negative phase signals,
2x100W at eight ohms output, WBT
speaker terminals and a volume
control of shunt to ground type. The
5100 is fitted with one set of balanced,
tape out and pre-out inputs coupled
with five sets of unbalanced inputs.
= (01892) 539595

| ’i

JVC has fused art with technology for its
FS-SD9R compact hi-fi system.
Featuring a slim, low profile centre
unit and circular speaker enclosures
finished in ‘cherrywood), its properties
include a top-loading CD player, an
RDS tuner and 2x15 Watts output.
Among its many attributes are a
remote control, 1-bit D/A converter
and a 20-track programme chart.
= (020) 8450 3282

DVD MUSIC UPDATE: while we await
the first DVD-Audio software, music
releases on the picture-oriented DVD-
Video format continue apace. The
latest from Sony includes the likes of
Will Smith, Stevie Ray Vaughan, Manic
Street Preachers and Jeff Buckley.
Meanwhile, Sony has set up a Website
for the purchase of SACD software.
www.superaudio-cd.com

CETECH, the isolation platform manu-
facturer, has created an LP12 upgrade
kit using carbon-fibre composite as a
replacement for its standard sub-
chassis. The upgrade will fit all models
of LP12, Cirkus and pre-Cirkus
platforms and has a price tag of £99.
@ (01509) 561429

SONY has announced a major MiniDisc
promotion — any consumer buying
either an MDS-JE330, DHC-MD373 or
DHC-MD373TC between 11 June and
30September will be entitled to an
MZ-E62 limited edition MD Walkman
for only £19.99.
 (0990) 111999

1XO0S has announced a silver-plated
version of its 1051 digital interconnect.
Designed for use with DVD players and
top-line CD transports, the Argento has
been plated for ultra low loss signal
transmission, uses twin OFC braid
screens and is fitted with low-loss solid-
barrel RCA phono plugs.
= (01494) 441736
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. Home Theatre systems used to be big, voicing centre, left and right speakers, and
cumbersome and ugly. And, their performance bipolar rear speakers.

was pretty ordinary too.

It's all ready to plug in and play, all you need is
But, all that has now changed. Because TEAC a television. It will change the way you watch
have just introduced a Home Theatre System movies and other programmes at home for good.
with stunning looks and a performance way And best of all, the system costs less than £1100.
beyond its compact size. It is light years beyond

your imagination. It comes complete with a 5x For once, a movie story with a happy ending.
50W amplifier, Dolby Digital DVD Player and a

6 Speaker package that includes an active sub Visit your TEAC Stockist for a demonstration or call TEAC on FEAC 6.Speaker Surround Systell
with variable crossover and gain, matched (1923 819630 for information on this extraordinary system. £

TEAC The TEAC DVD Home Theatre System

T




Remix, re-master

Technics has a replacement for its SL-PS770 CD
player called the SL-PS7. As well as incorporat-

! ing classic Technics technology such as a MASH
1-bit converter (now operating at 24-bits) and virtual
battery operation, this new player takes advantage of the
company's foray into DVD-Audio. This is in the form of a
digital re-mastering process which, like Pioneer's Legato
Link, claims to extend the frequency range of CDs with a
spot of digital ‘guestimating’

Other features on this £199 player are the TUI-core
transformer, which claims a 50 per cent reduction in flux
leakage, alongside Ta-Keh Il capacitors.

Functionally it offers 20 track programming, direct
track access keys on both remote and player and a
volume adjustable headphone output.

Panasonic UK @& (0990) 357357

Portable DAB

Proclaimed as the world's first portable DAB
product, the Classic 2000 from Roberts Radio is
L the culmination of an intensive two-year
development programme.

Roberts has adopted a minimalist and clean design
that combines the subtleties of solid ash and stainless
steel panels. It features just two controls for volume and
tuning, and a large liquid crystal screen for displaying
station information such as news, travel and weather
updates.

Since digital radio only reaches 69% of the UK
population, Roberts' is initially only committed to
manufacturing the Classic 2000 in the hundreds rather
than thousands. The Classic 2000 portable DAB radio is
expected to sell for around £800.

Roberts Radio & (01709) 571722
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the hifi year, and this year's was no exception. The first tranche of new products are
covered in the News pages, so I'l focus on two topics. Let's start off with Ken
Ishiwata’s overview of how the European hi-fi market has developed over the past year.

The overall picture is reasonably positive, reflecting the generally good economic
climate, and at least confirming that demand for hi-fi remains solid despite competition
from AV. However, it is perhaps significant that sales of tuners, amplifiers and CD players
have all fallen, while receiver sales have grown significantly, and DVD player sales have
soared (albeit from a small base). Speaker sales are strong too, all of which perhaps implies
that Europe is finally undergoing the transition from stereo audio to multi-channel AV.

Although stereo hi-fi remains strong in Britain, the long term mass market trend is
clearly towards combined audio-with-video. Marantz used the seminar to announce it was
re-positioning itself as a “total solution AV brand”, adding hi-tech video displays to its range.
It has also developed new AV receivers, based on similar ingredients to their stereo
models, and hopes these will bring greater credibility to multi-channel amplification.

One of the great hopes for retaining core hi-fi values in the future lies in the new ‘high
band' formats, DVD Audio and/or SACD, and as a Philips subsidiary, Marantz is helping get
SACD (Super Audio CD) off the ground. Hampered somewhat by the limited software
currently available, this is an ideal source for enjoying Tannoy's latest high end refinement,
the SuperTweeter — Tannoy reckons ST technology has relevance to existing and historic
sources too. :

According to Tannoy, it's time to start looking at tweeters able to operate well up into the
ultrasonic region. The company first introduced its SuperTweeter a couple of years ago as
one of the ingredients in its top-of-the-line Kingdom model, a four-way design with 18-
inch bass driver, 12-inch dual concentric mid and treble, plus a SuperTweeter coming in
above a nominal 16kHz. The speaker has been so successful throughout the Far East,
there are now smaller 15-inch and 12-inch Kingdoms.

Since sometime last year the SuperTweeter has also been produced as a standalone
add-on “bandwidth extender” for the retro-style Prestige models, which are very popular
throughout the Far East, and now a “Universal” model has just been released, with extra
crossover flexibility.

But is there any point in spending a chunk of money on something which reproduces
sound frequencies audible only to the family pets? A White Paper, entitled “The Need for
Extended High Frequency Bandwidth — Or Why You Need a SuperTweeter’, discusses
various ultrasonic issues, pointing out that plenty of musical instruments have ultrasonic
harmonics, and referring to experimental evidence that the human beings can respond to
ultrasonics.

That's for the future, but a core contention of the White Paper is that a SuperTweeter is
beneficial even with conventional CD sources, because it reduces phase errors
below 20kHz, and therefore improves transient accuracy. And Tannoy at
least had the bottle to put on a demonstration. Although the effect
was quite subtle, it was sufficiently convincing for most present to
provide a serious talking point thereafter. The SuperTweeter
certainly seemed to open out the sound stage, putting more
space and air around instruments.

But it's harder to say whether this was purely a function of
increased bandwidth and improved HF time alignment. The
SuperTweeter, for example, clearly had much wider
dispersion at high frequencies than the main (Turnberry)
speaker used for this demo. While | feel it's right to approach
the SuperTweeter concept with due scepticism, it might well be
beneficial. immy Hughes has been using his own variation on the
SuperTweeter theme for some years, employing a much less costly
Motorola piezo device (which he wrote about in HFC 196) and he's quite convinced of
its long term benefits.

Tannoy's SuperTweeters are mounted in a carved block of American Walnut, not unlike
an over-sized ice hockey puck, and currently cost £1,100/pair. They come with a special
adjustable tripod support, silver connecting wires, and a built in crossover with a choice of
three turnover frequencies, plus five level settings. The idea is to sit them on top of an
existing speaker, and carefully position them to achieve time alignment with the midrange
voice coil. The SuperTweeter itself uses a 1-inch titanium dome with a vapour deposited
gold finish, and neodymium magnets. It has a 38kHz resonance compensated in the
network. The upper limit is specified at 54kHz -6dB and -18dB at 100kHz.

T he Marantz/Tannoy press seminar is always one of the most entertaining events of
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PREVIOUSLY
UNHEARD

Phil Strongman digs out rare and classic
tracks appearing on CD or virgin vinyl for the
first time. Turn on, tune in, bliss out....

IAN HUNTER ONCE

BITTEN TWICE SHY

IAN HUNTER Once Bitten Twice Shy
Those who think Hunter's post-Mott The
Hoople career consisted of the title track will
be surprised by the sheer breath of this
offering. The ballads CD — which has the

poignant Ships as well as epics like Junkman |

— shows our lan at his diverse best. Contains
a dozen previously unreleased efforts.
Colmbia double CD

Music @O Sound OO

LITTLE ROY More From A Little

Afine rumbling slice of modern reggae com-
plete with sweet harmonies from Marley-
soundalike Roy and superb production from
Ronnie Lion, On-U Sound's Adrian
Sherwood and ex-Acid Jazz sound wizard
Mike Pelanconi. This is much more than a
little — go on, take your woofers for a walk.
Lion CD

Music QDD Sound YODOD

1.J. BARNES

Baby Please Come Back Home

J.J. Barnes was the soul brother that
Motown snapped up purely to put on the
back-burner — they didn't want him
crowding Marvin Gaye's singer-songwriter
market, apparently. Which is a great shame,
since Barnes powerful, pleading perfor-
mances deserved a far bigger audience, as

this dynamic 17-strong collection ably
demonstrates.
Connoisseur Collection CD

Music QOO Sound OO

CYPRESS HILL

Los Grandes Exitos En Espanol

Practice your Spanish and enjoy some
heavy, heavy Latin hip hop from our Rizla-
rolling friends. Urban disintegration never
sounded so enticing.

Ruffhouse CD

Music QD Sound HBODD

CURTIS MAYFIELD Live In Europe

The late great Curtis Mayfield last toured
Europe in 1987 and someone taped it all
in order to bring us this golden hour of
musical excitement. There are takes of
Freddie’s Dead and Move On Up but even
the Ice 9 instrumental intro is seriously
good.

Sequel/Curtom CD

Music QOO Sound OO

VARIOUS Brazilian Jazz

Another well-priced collection from ABM,
showcasing the full post-war run of jazz from
the land of the shrinking rain-forest. Eddie
Daniel's soulful Blue Bossa and Buddy
Greco's lively So Danco Samba are just two
out of ten solid pieces.

ABM CD

Music QDD Sound DOODD

ELVIS PRESLEY
Best of Artist of The Century

| Without the young hipster Presley — and

the manic ke Turner — this century
wouldn't have sounded the same and this
digitally remastered set has the songs
everyone remembers. Heartbreak Hotel,
Jailhouse Rock, In The Ghetto, etc...
RCA/BMG CD

Music @D Sound YOO
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Delights from Jamo

4 Jamo has added new multi-channel
components to its audiophile D8 range of
speakers, formally known as Concert.
Incorporating two six and half inch woofers tuned to a
dome tweeter and a midrange unit, the centre speaker
features efficient neodymium magnets and is finished in
a cherry veneer with detachable, black fabric grill.
Compatible with the large setting on Dolby Digital and
DTS processors, amplifiers and receivers, the surround
speaker uses two five and quarter inch fibreglass
diaphragm woofer and midrange units plus two one
inch dome tweeters mounted in a non-resonant 16mm
MDF cabinet. Aesthetics match the centre speaker.
Completing the D8
system is the closed-
box subwoofer.
Possessing a 400
Watt (RMS) class D
amplifier, the bass-box
uses a 12inch side
firing woofer with a 12
inch slave unit.
Matching the
surround and

centre, the Sub is
produced in black with
matching fabric grill, cherry
veneer panels and a glass top.
Jamo @& (01788) 556777

Cheers to Thomson!

Equipped with both a standard CD player and a
CD-R/CD-RW deck, Thomson's £329
DAR2060 features two-speed digital dubbing
so you can copy at double the normal rate.

The dubbing machine features a 32-program
memory and a text, edit and titling function that allows
users to locate titles and their corresponding CD.

The DAR2060 offers a selection of sound effects
including a Live mode that simulates an applause, cheer
or encore; a DJ mode to avoid blanks between two
tracks and a fade option to reduce the sound between
two musical pieces.

Furthermore, two micro (phone) sockets allow the
incorporation of voice overdubs to give compilations the
personal touch. One of the sockets also lets users adjust
the micro’s sound level via a special button.

The DAR2060 dubbing machine features three input
and two output connectors located on the front and
back panels respectively, comes supplied with a remote
control and is available from June.

Thomson MultiMedia @& (01732) 520920

Thomson DAR2060 ‘\ ?
| se8
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THE BEAUTIFULLY DESIGNED PORTABLE MINIDISC THAT cOULD ONLY COME FROM SHARP.

SO SMALL, SO SLIM, SO LIGHTWEIGHT. S0 EASY TO ENJOY MUSIC WHEREVER THE ™MOOD

TAKES YOU. WITH LONGER PLAYBACK AND RECORDING TIMES THAN ANY SIMILAR MODEL. PLus A

LONG LIST OF ADVANCED FEATURES. INCLUDING 40 SECOND ANTI-SHOCK MEMORY, SAMPLING

RATE CONVERTER, FULL EDIT FUNCTIONS AND BACK-LIT LCD REMOTE CONTROL.

THE NEW SHARP MD-MT831H. WHERE LEADING EDGE DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY

MEETS THE CUTTING EDGE OF STYLE.

SHARP

FOR INFORMATION AND NEAREST STOCKIST, FREEPHONE OB800 262 958. WWW.SHARP.CO.UK

SHARP ELECTRONICS (UK) LTD, SHARP HOUSE, THORP RD, NEWTON HEATH, MANCHESTER M40 S5SBE.



more at: http://www.minipod.com blueroom loudspeakers - the future shape of sound.




DAVID VIVIAN

This new Cura speaker might look like the geek who is too
scared to talk to girls, but yes sir, it can boogie.

i-fiis full of conventions manufac-
H turers love to trash. Take loud-

speakers. If you want to stick your
neck out and generalise dangerously, you
might just get away with the observation
that cheap speakers are small
and expensive ones are large.
Now count those that rubbish
the theory - there are far too
many to mention.

Try to establish a role model for
upper mid-range speakers, how-
ever, and you’re in even deeper
water. As hi-fi shoppers with a bit
of cash to burn can attest, the
£500-£2000 price bracket is a
veritable free-for-all. Liberated
from the most serious constraints
of building down to a budget
price, speaker designers have a
chance to express themselves
and, when they do, virtually
anything goes: small cabinets
with expensive real wood finishes
and high quality drive units;
medium-sized boxes of more
modest aesthetic values but with
more drive units; full-blown
floor-standing designs which
appear to offer walloping good
value for money; even shiny
aluminium spheres on stalks (see
last month’s column on the
O’hEochaD2).

Brit speaker newcomer Cura, though, is
into whatI can only describe as the “charm-
ingly unfunky verging on snooty” school of
design. With publicity shots featuring
stands that that look like Greek columns
(Curais Latin for care and precision) the
image is more Brian Sewell than Melvyn
Bragg, more Delia Smith than Jamie Oliver,
more Russell Harty than Jerry Springer.

Of course, there’s nothing too unusual
about the application of real wood veneers
to speaker cabinets, even at the ‘affordable’
end of the market. But the obvious tender

loving care and skill with which Cura plies
its craft, on the other hand, goes well
beyond the merely proficient.

The compactly dimensioned but superbly
engineered £700 CA-10 I've been listening

“Cura is into what I can
only describe as the
‘charmingly unfunky verging
on snooty’ school of design.
More Brian Sewell than
Melvyn Bragg, more Delia
Smith than Jamie Oliver.”

Cura’s range of
‘straight-laced’
speakers, left to
right: CA-10, CA-
21 and CA-30.

[BOOKS AND COVERS ST TN

to over the past few weeks is the larger of
the two stand mounters in the current four
strong range and a modest work of art
finished in bird’s-eye maple. As indeed it is
in Cura’s other ‘deluxe’ finish, Sapele
Pommele. But maple is a