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What is good sound?

There is no easy answer.Good sound is individual.
It is shaped by personal choices like room size
and music style. Whatever your listening needs,

there's a sound solution to meet them.

Jamo has developed the SoundGuide, an
advanced resource that leads you to your
perfect sound solution.

We listen to you before you listen to us.

For further information, call Jamo UK at
01788 556 777 or visit your local Jamo dealer.

Tell us what you want. We'll listen.
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likes dance and
indie music and plays it on an
Arcam FMJ CD player, Roksan
amp and PMC speakers.

likes rock music
and plays it on a Naim CD
player, Bryston amps and B&W
Matrix 801 loudspeakers.

Christian House is our web site
Editor. His induction into the
world of hi-fi is not yet com-
plete but we live in hope.

likes dance,
folk, rock and classical music
on vinyl and uses Linn, Naim
and Rehdeko kit with gusto.

is the king of the
technical world when it comes
to hi-fi. He uses DPA amps
and Audio Note speakers.

prefers serious
classical music and has a
predeliction toward Krell elec-
tronics and JM Lab speakers.

Our reviewing process is the most rigorous in
the business. We focus on transparency and res-
olution, mixing traditional hi-fi values with the
latest technological developments via a blend of
subjective views and scientific analysis.

Our main group test each
month concentrates on a key area, with products
from across the separates market. The testing
consists of three stages: ‘blind’ listening, hands-
on subjective testing and scientific measuring.
The latter phase is conducted by our Technical
Editor using computerised measuring equip-
ment custom designed for the purpose. He is
recognised as the leader in his field.

Each issue features a
number of additional tests aimed at narrowing
the field in a specific product area. Here the
testing involves just the reviewer concerned
with no lab or panel testing, but plenty of com-
parisons.

As well as group tests
we also review single components. In our First
Impression section, you'll find brand new
products that warrant early exposure, while
High Performance concentrates on the latest
aspirational, high tech components.

BEST BUYS are considered to offer
~7 an excellent standard of perform-
ance at an attractive price.
RECOMMENDED products are first
— I, class components, losing out to
Best Buys only because of a higher
price or less competitive sound quality.
A third award, EDITOR’S CHOICE, is

reserved for those products
reviewed solo and awarded where the
Editor is convinced that a product offers
exceptional quality for the price.

“If you like music
that was made
before the digital
era, there’s nothing
like Listening to

it on the medium
for which it

was intended.”

VINYL RULES OK

ouwill,Iimagine, have detected the
record playing theme that runs
through this issue by now. It is
extremely gratifying that the medium
thatis close to my and many of my col-
league’s hearts is once more getting the
positive attention that it deserves. 'm not a die-
hard vinyl fan (anymore), there are a lot of great CD
players and not a few great CDs, but if you like
music that was made before the digital era - any-
thing up to 1980 - there’s nothing like listening to
it on the medium for which it was intended. And
it’s not unusual to find contemporary material
that sounds superb on vinyl either, Rage Against
The Machine’s debut offering being a fine example.

Part of the appeal of record players is the potential
to fine tune them to taste. You can combine deck,
arm, cartridge and phono stage to taste and spend
many a pleasurable hour getting them set-up just
so. I recommend spending about half an hour tun-
ing then using the rest of the time to enjoy your
vinyl, but there was a time when I had more time
than vinyl and the story was rather different.

Alongside our budget turntable and cartridge
reviews, Jimmy Hughes has some set-up tips for
those not familiar with the arcane world of record
players (page 39), Paul Messenger, meanwhile, gets
to grips with the reasons behind the format’s
resurgence (page 130).

It’s not all records this month, however - Paul
Miller has taken a look at the mysterious world of
system synergy (page 42). From a measurement
standpoint there are a number of reasons why
certain CD-and-amp or amp-and-speaker combina-
tions will not produce great results and he has
pointed out how, with the aid of our reviews, you
can avoid such technical incompatibility.

Our group of active speakers also makes interest-
ing reading. Very popular with the professional
community, these compact designs have built in
amplification and electronic crossovers. The
advantages of the breed include being able to
tailor amplifiers precisely for the drive units they
power and the removal of a network between the
two. The drawback is cost. Find out whether the
pros outweigh the cons in our six way test on page
80. In the meantime, keep spinning those discs —
whatever they’re made of.
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FIRST IMPRESSIONS

TIM BOWERN AND DAN GEORGE PICK THE FRESHEST FINDS FROM THE NETS OF THE HI-FI TRAWLER

- CASTLE HARLECH S2
LOUDSPEAKERS

£999.90

or many, the Harlech has been the
jewel in Castle’s crown for the past few
years. An elegant floorstander avail-

dome rather than aluminium.
Despite these comprehensive changes, the
Harlech S2’s sound is reminiscent of its prede-

CAPABLE OF PURE,
UNADULTERATED
MUSICALITY.”

able in a range of real wood veneers,

which was a speaker capable of filling
even large rooms with music and captivate listen-
ers with the range of its expression.

Alas, the Harlech is dead, but here’s its succes-
sor. Castle has jiggled its component parts and
built a newer, stronger specimen, considerably
more costly than the original but undoubtedly
more meaty in terms of'its specification.

cessor. That includes its foibles: it’s a touch
bright on occasions, and lacks a little authority
in the bass. But for all this, the new version is
capable of pure, unadulterated musicality. It’s
a dynamic and slightly forward performer; its
top-firing driver contributes to a soundstage of
ample proportions, but it’s also nimble in the
midrange, with a degree of delicacy few floor-
standers can manage this side of a grand.

Look atit, and you’d be hard pressed to know
it’s a different speaker. But remove the grills and
the most obvious change is apparent — there are
still two mid/bass drivers, one firing forward and
the other upwards from the top of the main
enclosure, but their cones are now made from
woven carbon fibre instead of polypropylene.

These also feature a new die-cast chassis and a
veneers plus Santos rose- 30 duall o il fori oved h
wood oryew for an extra i ual-layer you:e coil for improved han-
£200. dling and dynamics. Elsewhere, the crossover has

CASTLE ACOUSTICS been tweaked and the tweeter is now a fabric
= 01756 795333

It works particularly well with acoustic
instruments. It adroitly plucks the individual
strands of an orchestral recording, or the deli-
cate licks of something more contemporary,
and places them in a vivid and dexterouswhole.

More driving material, like rock or dance,
shows the S2 in slightly less favourable light, ‘
missing the authority in the bass though they
remain agile and expressive. But overall, it
deserves our undoubted praise. The jewel in ‘
Castle’s crown now shines ever brighter. TB

DATASTREAM

MEASURES 20x94x32cm
(WxHxD), 2x130mm mid/bass
drivers with carbon fibre
cones, 28mm fabric dome
tweeter, sensitivity rated at
88dB, Impedance rated at 8
ohms, nine standard wood

8 | HIFI CHOICE | www.hifichoice.co.uk | may 2001



FIRST IMPRESSIONS

AUDIO INNOVATIONS SYSTEM

£599.95

ALTO CO/AMP/TUNER

i-fi fans may remember the original
Alto —in fact you’d struggle to forget
it, such was theimpression it left.
Quite unlike any of its peers, the sys-
tem Alto is back in its traditional
guise and you can’t help but admire the balls of
the company for backing such a wonderful and
radical looking piece of hi-fi. Now under the wing
of the Audio Partnership, the Alto amplifier is
allied with a new CD/tuner. The combo is unques-
tionably stylish, the look drawing influences
from valve designs in an attempt to produce a
likeably different alternative. Power handled by
the amp has been beefed up from 35 to 50 Watts
per channel, and within the elliptical chassis lies
circuitry derived from the Cambridge Audio
A500. Unusually, subwoofers can be attached via
a sub outputconnection at the rear.
The CD now uses a Sony mechanism and
chipsetwhichis claimed to improve upon the
older Samsung electronics. A buttonless fascia

Hi-fi attacks! The striking
Audio Innovations System Alto.

sports only a very discreet, camouflaged eject
button, which when depressed reveals a rather
flimsy looking tray. Understandably, losing the,
less attractive, remote could be a problem. A dis-
play no more than matchbox-sized made track
information impossible to read from anything
more than three feet away. Evaluating the two
products sonically revealed a somewhat reserved
amplifier, tonally warm and laid back, with a
relaxed musical style. Critically the music lacked
presence and, on occasion, rhythm. Neither was
CD quality quite as transparent as we might have
hoped. Likewise with the tuner, the presentation
had a strong sense of warmth, but bass tended to
suffer from a distinct shortage of solidity via
Tannoy MX2 speakers.

The cracking looks and stunning style are sadly
not matched by the Alto system’s sound quality.
But shoppers with an eye for aesthetics may be
able to overlook the performance for what
remains competent set-up. DG

“CRACKING
LOOKS AND
STUNNING STYLE
SADLY ARE NOT
MATCHED BY
THE MUSICAL
DELIVERY.”

DATASTREAM

DATASTREAM 50 Watts per
channel; five line inputs plus
tape loop; line out for sub-
woofer; optical and coaxial
digital output.

AUDIO PARTNERSHIP
& 020 7940 2200




FIRST IMPRESSIONS

“THIS IS A CD
PLAYER WITH
ALMOST VINYL-LIKE
ATTRIBUTES.”

The Rega’s distinctive
top-loading mechanism.

£498.00

REGA PLANET CD PLAYER

hose boys at Rega have been doing some
revamping, ringing in changes both aes-
thetic and sonic to a large selection of
kit. Even the perennial Planar turnta-
bles have been spruced up, as shown
elsewherein this issue, but the biggest changes
have been wrought to the firm’s line up of elec-
tronics. Rega’s 2000 range now features sturdy
aluminium casework in place of the previous
plastic variety, a situation largely dictated by
market demands. Nowadays, if you can’t put your
| separates in a sturdy metal case, they won’t sell.
Hot on the heels of the new Brio amp featured
last month comes this, the first CD player to
emerge from Rega’s re-jigged range. Like its pred-
ecessor it’s called the Planet, and it’s still an odd-
ball top-loader. But its case feels more substantial
and there are significant mods under the lid,
among them a new Sony mechanism and a cus-
tom-built 24-bit DAC chip.
DA TREAM If distinctive looks win prizes, Rega doesn’t
need to phone a friend. The player’s crimson dis-
ALUMINIUM CASING,
Sony transport mechanism,

play gives it a menacing air, topped off by a load-

custom-built 24-bit DAC ing bay that bears uncanny resemblance to the
chip with extra power sup- Starship Enterprise. Or should that be Voyager?
ply for the digital section, Whatever, when you lift the lid and slip in a CD,
toroidal transformer with g . .

separate windings for dis- you know you're in for a musical experience

play and audio stages decidedly out of the ordinary.

REGA @ 01702 333071
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And so it pans out, just as it did with the orig-
inal Planet. The strength of Rega’s entry-level
CD has always been its cohesive and fluid
nature, with few of the obvious digital arte-
facts associated with ‘bad’ CD sound. It avoids
the glassy edge of some of'its rivals, coupling a
coherent midband performance with on-the-
pulse timing and easy-on-the-ear smoothness.
But while such well-gelled attributes have real
appeal, particularly with classical or acoustic
material and notably with voices, there are
times you wish for a little more ‘oomph’

- more punch down low and sparkle up top.
Especially with rock and dance stuff: Primal
Scream’s Get Your Rocks Off just didn’t.

This is a player with almost vinyl-like attrib-
utes, a candidate for anyone after an affordable
machine that stands out from the crowd. It
does have oddities — it’'srathersusceptible to
knocks, and if you want remote control you’ll
have to pay £25 extra. Ultimately, it performs
best in a system with speakers on the punchier,
brighter side of things, like Rega’s own. TB




YOU MIGHT BE THINKING YOU’VE HEARD IT ALL BEFORE. PREPARE, THEN, TO HAVE YOUR MIND CHANGED. SHARP’S NEW 1-BIT AUDIO

TECHNOLOGY IS SET TO REVOLUTIONISE THE WAY WE LISTEN. COMBINING THE BENEFITS OF DIG AND ANALOGUE IN ONE UNIQUE

FORMAT, 1-BIT AUDIO REPRODUCES MORE THAN JUST THE MUSIC, IT RECREATES THE PERFORMANCE SPACE ITSELF. ARE YOU LISTENING

TO A RECORDING OR ARE YOU THERE? THIS IS THE FUTURE OF AUDIO, AS HEARD BY SHARP. SHARp

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THE FULL RANGE OF SHARP 1-BIT AUDIO, VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.SHARP.CO.UK OR FREEPHONE 0800 262958



FIRST IMPRESSIONS

DYNAUDIO AUDIENCE 62 LOUDSPEAKER

] £729.00

‘ ‘ oody,” said [, realising I had a
pair of Dynaudios to review. This
Danish brand makes excellent

speakers, several of which I know

quiteintimately.I'velong useda |
pair of the baby Audience 40s in my bedroom and |
find them the most beguiling little boxes; other
models have done particularly well in these very
pages, from the larger Audience 50 to models
from the upmarket Contour range. But now
the Audience line-up has been tweaked, which
means we have to test each model all over again.
Hardship, eh?

The Audience 62 weighs in at £729 and replaces
the old-style 60. It’s Dynaudio’s most affordable
floorstander, which makes it a pretty important
model as far as its maker is concerned. It’s fairly
compact and reasonably attractive, though any-
one with experience of Audience speakers would
know better than to expect real wood veneer -
you’ll have to put up with a good quality vinyl
wrap, available in a range of colours from black
to white with various wood effects in between.

And so, as we wired the 62s to a top-of-the-range
Cyrus CD player and Arcam amp, our expecta-
tions were high. Which is why, ultimately, we
came away a little disappointed. This is undoubt-
edly a good speaker, one of the better floor-
standers at the price endowed with a sound that
gels from top to bottom. Bass has weight, butit’s
flab-free, there’s good coherence through the
midband and the tweeter is one of considerable
quality. But overall it somehow lacks a little trans-
parency and expression alongside its most soni-
cally striking price point peers, and some of the
immediacy of its smaller range-mates to boot.

Taken as a whole, there’s not a lot to complain
about. It’s a musical all-rounder, as solid with The
Jesus and Mary Chain’s bruising Cracking Up as it
is with a spot of Schumann or Haydn. Everything
gels together and there are no obvious sonic
foibles - a well-engineered product with no overt
weaknesses. That alone makes it well worthy of
audition, but it just misses that measure of magic
necessary for a fifth star, that certain something
needed to project it to the top ofits price point
tree. Unlike a number of other Dynaudios, it’s
good... but not that good. TB

“THIS IS UNDOUBTEDLY A GOOD
SPEAKER, ONE OF THE BETTER
FLOORSTANDERS AT THE PRICE.”

DATASTREAM

MEASURES 24x80x20cm (WxHxD), proprietary 125mm mid/bass
cone with convex centre piece, 28mm soft dome tweeter, viny! fin- The new Audience 62 -
ish, sensitivity rated at 86dB, impedance rated at 4 ohms Dynaudio’s most affordable

DYNAUDIO @ 01732 451938 floorstanding speaker.
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“THE WEALTH OF
FEATURES
OFFERED BY THE
PIONEER MAKE IT
A VERY DESIRABLE
PRODUCT.”

DATASTREAM

CD-R/RW ABILITY; optical and
coaxial digital in/outs; analogue
in/outs; digital record level
adjust; 10-59Hz sampling freq
range; CD text; headphone
socket.

Pioneer @ 01753 789789

PIONEER PDR-609
(D-R/RW RECORDER

FIRST IMPRESSIONS
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hings have certainly changed since the

early days of burning CDs. Gone is the

simplicity, it would appear. Nowadays

you actually have to consult the man-

ual to make a straight clone!But, it’s
all in the name of progress, and never have we
been so blessed with recording options, or trick
features. The PDR-609 is a direct replacement for
the PDR-509. New capabilities include a CD Text
feature with a redesigned remote to facilitate
data inputting, and an upgraded A/D converter
for improved recording from analogue sources.
The well-constructed machine has a fascia loaded
with buttons. Although welcome, they can be
hard to read due to the small legends.

All sample rates can be accommodated, from
10kHz to 59kHz - handy for recording manipu-
lated signals off DAT where tempo has been
altered without affecting pitch. An Auto Bypass
function of the sample rate converter allows bit-
for-bit cloning of HDCD and dts discs encoded

with 5.1 surround. In record mode the on-
screen prompts can be overwhelming, there a
lot of questions to which need answering
before you make a recording. It does leave less
room for error, though. Record features are
plentiful, you can set track numbers when
recording say, interviews and performances
from the radio, adjust digital record levels, and
monitor your source through headphonesif
required. The list goes on.

A good standard of playback quality is also
evident. Bass weight is impressive and the airy
presentation of percussion instruments is very
attractive. A generous soundstage makes listen-
ing a joy; vocals are clean and impressively
smooth.

The wealth of amenities offered by the
Pioneer makes it a very desirable product, espe-
cially at £20 less than its predecessor. Equally
thelikeable sound quality makes the machine
hard to fault. DG

may 2001  www.hifichoice.co.uk | HI'FI CHOICE 13



FIRST IMPRESSIONS

DATASTREAM

65 WATTS PER CHANNEL; six
line inputs; twin speaker out-
puts; bypassable tone controls.

RICHER SOUNDS
@ 0500 333 500

CAMBRIDGE AUDIO A5
STEREQ INTEGRATED AMPLIFIER

| £120.00

traight out of the box, the Cambridge

Audio A5 amplifier looks impressive for

its budget price tag. Competition is

quite fierce in this category, and buyers’

expectations still remain quite high. To
many newcomers, £120 for an amplifier is still a
considerable amount of money. The AS replaces
the A4, which although generally well received,
was criticised for not being particularly dynamic,
something the team at Cambridge Audio claims
to have addressed with the new amplifier. The
stylish new matt silver casework works well, and
the blue LED when powering up is a nice contem-
porary touch. Inside the new bodywork lie a
power supply and toroidal transformer designed
to counter the A4’s shortcomings.

It was a pleasure to connect up this amp, as the
line inputs were labelled upside down, making
leaning over the machine to plug in your cables a
doddle. Great idea. Against the competition, this
amp is rather pretty, and aesthetically I doubt
you would be disappointed with the machine in

your rack. But would you be equally content
with its sound?

We hooked up the AS with a range of suitable
budget equipment. A musically diverse listen-
ing session revealed the pleasing neutrality of
this amp, the midband was informative and
open, and the bass, although lean, was fairly
accurate. The A5 did manage to reveal instru-
mentation quite well, but the sound was some-
what lacking in confidence and coherence,
and often the treble appeared grainy. It would
be fair to say that Cambridge Audio has
achieved its aim for improved dynamics within
avisually appealing and bang-up-to-date enclo-
sure. It could be a bit more exciting though;
some warmth could go a long way to help draw
you into the music. DG

14 HIFI CHOICE = www.hifichoice.co.uk
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The Tannoy Dimension series
incorporates the very latest wide P
bandwidth and Dual Concentric™ ~
technology in an acoustically optimised T

cabinet. An innovative blend of é

beautiful styling and ground-breaking %

technical achievement. /

Sound and science in perfect harmony.

—
TANNOY -
®

BREAKING SOUND BARRIERS

For free literature on the Dimension range from Tannoy, \N/
call 01753 680868. www.tannoy.com e



NEWS

BROUGHTTO YOU BY TIM BOWERN AND DAN GEORGE

GYRO SPIN OFF

MICHELL'S GYRO TURNTABLES UPGRADED

Michell's stunning Gyro turntables have been upgraded. Both the
long standing Gyrodec and the stripped down Gyro SE now sport DC
motors, said to notably improve performance. Prices have increased
marginally in the process — the SE has risen from £775 to £829, with
the Gyrodec moving from £975 to £1,043. Similar changes will be
made to the flagship Orbe deck later in the year.To correspond with
these developments, a new optional power supply has also been
added to the existing quartz controlled QC unit — the voltage con-
trolled VC costs £425.

Michell @ 020 8953 0771

The upgraded Michell Gyrodec
turntable, now with VC.

ROTEL ROLLS OUT DVD

NEW DVD-V PLAYER FROM HI-FI GIANT

SHELL OUT
FOR SNELL

SNELL'S MASSIVE REFERENCE
SPEAKERS ARRIVE - AT A PRICE

Audio specialist Rotel has unveiled its second genera-
tion DVD-Video player — the RDV995. Priced at £700, it
follows last year's RDV985, which was essentially a
re-cased JVC.

However, the new model is very much a Rotel prod-
uct and incorporates certain components culled fromits
two-channel line-up and aimed at optimising sonic
quality with both CDs and DVD-Video discs. There's
decoding on-board for Dolby Digital, dts and Dolby Pro-
Logic, while digital audio outputs include both coaxial
and optical options. Outputs on the video side encom-
pass composite, component and S-Video.

Also new from Rotel is the R5X972, a multichannel
receiver priced at £1,000 and rated at 75 Watts for
each of its five channels of amplification. It sports
decoding for Dolby Digital, dts and Pro-Logic, and
includes an AM/FM RDS tuner with 30 station presets.

And Rotel’s activity doesn't end there. On the two-
channel side there’s a £700 pre/power amp combo
from the new 10 Series range — the RC1070 and
RB1070, set for an HFC review next month. A number
of more upmarket components are also waiting in the
wings, including a further DVD player featuring DVD-
Audio playback. More news as we get it.

Gamepath @ 01908 317707

US-based Snell Acoustics has launched a refer-
ence class speaker to celebrate its 25th birth-
day. The hand-built Type XA Reference sports an
impressive array of seven drive units, intended
to offer broad sonic dispersion with a wide
‘sweet spot’. Two 127mm midrange drivers
sandwich a 25mm titanium dome tweeter, with
a pair of 203mm bass drivers either side. These
are mounted in Snells" largest ever production
cabinet, a double enclosure with the internal
box and external cosmetic wrap bonded
together with a lossy adhesive. Add a three layer
baffle and you've got the most massive and
inert construction the firm has produced to date.
Prepare to part with between £25,000 and
£30,000 for a pair, depending on finish.
See-Hear @ 01795 597590

Two speakers or a house in
Newcastle - your choice.
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CYRUS MAKES GRAND DVD

MUSICAL NOUS PROMISED FROM NEW DVD-V PLAYER

Cyrus has revealed details of the first DVD player to hit its range. The DVD 7 will be
priced at £1,000, and unsurprisingly given the brand's hi-fi heritage it is claimed to
sound just as good with CDs as with DVDs.

According to Peter Bartlett, Cyrus’ Sales and Marketing Director, its sound is
almost on a par with the excellent CD 7; the brand's flagship dedicated CD player.
"The DVD players we auditioned at the start of this project varied considerably on
picture quality but proved consistently appalling when playing CDs,” he said. “Our
customers wouldn't be happy with any old DVD player no matter how nice the box
looked.”

Under the lid lies a carefully isolated Philips mechanism and substantially config-
ured power supplies, with both optical and coaxial digital audio outputs round the
back. Future upgrade paths are plentiful: users can improve performance by adding
an off-board PSX-R power supply, and a twin mono DAC upgrade is promised by
summer. Potential upgrades to DVD-Audio compatibility are currently being
explored. In the meantime, the DVD 7 is due to hit the shops in April.

Cyrus Electronics = 01480 435577

Stick gadget, the NW-MS9.

PERSONAL SERVICES

WALKMAN WALKS ON, AS SONY UNVEIL NEW PERSONALS

Sony has lifted the lid on its latest range of personals, all featuring the revamped
Walkman logo first applied to last year's high-tech Network model. As expected,
the line-up encompasses four separate music storage formats: cassette, CD,
MiniDisc and solid state memory.

Among the highlights is the jog-free D-£J925, claimed to be the world’s small-
est CD model with a circumference barely greater than an actual disc. Then
there's the MZ-R700PC, a recording MiniDiscWalkman complete with a USB PC-
Link cable so you can transfer computer audio files to MD. And for those into solid
state MP3-type technology there are two new models: the NW-E5 with its whop-

Cyrus’ new DVD 7 -
promised to be great with CDs.

ping 96MB built-in memory and a natty Memory Stick based device called the
NW-MS9. Most, if not all, should be in the shops by the time you read this.
Sony @ 0990 111999

PICTURE PERFECT

NEW DVD-V TECHNOLOGY TO FEATURE IN DENON’S NEXT PLAYER

DVD-Audio isn't the only high-resolution technology making a splash in the DVD world — picture qual-

ity is getting a shot in the arm thanks to Progressive Scan Video. Denon’s DVD-2800 is one of the first
players to sport the feature, under the guise 'DVDO PureProgressive” through Silicon Image’s latest
digital video processor.

On the downside, Progressive Scan is currently only compatible with the NTSC video system, which
means it only works with US DVDs. Also, very few video displays in the UK market will accept progres-
sive scan —no ordinary TVs, just plasma screens and projectors with suitable component video inputs.
However, prime UK industry movers are intent on forcing through a European standard. Chief among
them is Arcam'’s John Dawson, whose high-end FMJ DV27 player also sports Progressive Scan.

DVD-Audioisn't supported by Denon’s machine, but sonic quality from CD and DVD-Video sources
remains a priority. It employs 24-bit/96kHz compatible audio DACs from Analog Devices, includes
HDCD audio processing and is one of the few DVD players to supply a true 24/96 digital output. It can
also play both CD-R and CD-RW discs, including MP3-encoded CD-Rs. Price is expected to be in the
region of £750-£800.

Denon & 01234 741200

Denon’s new DVD-2800 DVD-V player.

IN BRIEF

NAIM has launched an off-board
Series 5 phono stage called the
Stageline (right). It's housed in
a machined aluminium case
and power can be supplied
directly from a Naim amp like
the Nait 5 or NAC 112, orby a
separate power supply like the
Flatcap 2. It's available for
either moving coil or moving
magnet cartridges at £175.
= 01722 332266

BANG & OLUFSEN is to use
Philips' Bluetooth wireless
technology in a forthcoming
range of speaker designs
expected early 2002. The
collaboration reflects Philips’
strategy to accelerate wireless
connectivity into the market.
www.components.philips.com

NORDOST has re-vamped its
Red Dawn speaker cable. Red
Dawn 2 is promised to offer
breathtaking detail and control
— a three metre pair can be
yours for £919.

@ 01352730251

TEAC has launched a new low
cost DVD player, the £230
DV-3000. Itincludes ‘virtual

surround technology’, which is
intended to create a 3D sound
from a two channel set up.
01923819630

B&W is to distribute high-end
Canadian brand Classé Audio in
the UK, Europe and the Far
East, from June 2001. The
Classé range includes CD
and DVD players, stereo and
multichannel amps and A/V
processors.

& 01903 750750

BBC WORLDWIDE has paired
up with Dutch company Opus
Arte to produce DVDs of BBC
classical music programmes.
Planned releases include
recent and archived music,
plus new programmes over
the next five years.

@ 02084332412

IN BRIEF (ONTINL

may 2001 | www.hifichoice.co.uk  HI-FI CHOICE 17



| fiernd

The DVD32R is Europe’s first DVD player
which exceeds the high THX® Ultra standards

and allows reference standard replay of CDs.

High-mass Transport for Low lJitter

The DVD32R uses a top loading transport, allowing
its drive motor and servo electronics to be
mounted to a heavy, mass loaded sub-chassis. The

result is improved data integrity and reduced jitter.

Automatic, Adaptive Drawer Mechanism
The DVD32R aluminium diecast drawer door runs
on a polished steel bar and a Teflon glider for
smooth and reliable operation, driven by an
adaptively controlled electric motor via a steel

wire.

Precise Clock for best Sound and Video
The low phase noise single frequency master
oscillator ensures that all video and audio clocks are
synchronous, with clock signals being transferred
using independently buffered and precisely

terminated traces.

Field-leading MPEG Decoder

TAG McLaren worked closely with National
Semiconductor’s field-leading subsidiary
Mediamatics, in finding the best
MPEG decoder. After long

evaluation Pantera-DVD™, the

To book an audition contact one of these authorised DVD32R stockists:

Audio Designs

Audio Excellence Ltd

 Audio Excellence Ltd
Audio Excellence Ltd
Audio Excellence Ltd

AudioTLid
Audio T Lid
Audio T Ltd

Audio T Ld
Audio T Ltd

Audio T Ltd
Audio T Ltd
Audio T Ltd

Billy Vee

Harrods

Harrow Audio
“HiFi Corner
Lintone Audio Ltd

first IC to integrate all back-end functions of a
DVD player onto a single chip, was selected. This
unrivalled level of integration includes host
processing, a 32-bit RISC processor, 10-bit video
DACs and the NTSC/PAL encoders.

Uncompromised Video quality

The video circuitry uses broadcast quality
components, with video outputs being individually
buffered and vertical and anti-flicker filtering to

deliver high quality graphics.

Test-Pattern Generator
In-built test-patterns and electronics test circuitry

assist in calibrating the tv for best picture quality.

Advanced Digital Waveform Control
Advanced circuitry optimises rise and fall times
whilst preventing waveform discontinuities,

reducing the demand on the digital interconnects.

TAGtronic Link T°L for Minimal Jitter

T2L allows the DVD32R to lock its data output to
the low noise, ultra low jitter DAC reference clock
in the AV32R.

Massive Power Reserves

The DVD32R uses a large toroidal transformer as
this has the benefit of a very low stray magnetic
field, reducing the possibility of interference with

the audio data and video signals. A second, smaller

LUCASFILM

THX

UL R

transformer is used to power the remote control

circuitry, allowing very low electrical consumption

when switched to standby.

Multiple Power Supplies
Separate power supplies reduce interference
between the processing stages, right down to having

separate windings on the transformer.

Multi-Layer Printed Circuit Boards

Multi-layer pcbs provide controlled impedances and
minimise coupling. Performance is further enhanced
using leaded components for perfect analog signals
and SMD for fast digital transfer, with quality being
optimised using inert-gas soldering.

Enhanced TAGtronic Bus
The TAGtronic Communication Bus allow products
to work seamlessly together to form an effective,

integrated system.

Upgrade Path

Building on TAG McLaren's class-leading
commitment to upgradability, the DVD32R is
scheduled to receive a hardware upgrade to
DVD-Audio, Progressive Scan and Digital Video
whilst functionality enhancements are distributed
through TAG McLaren's website, allowing

convenient software upgrades at home (using a PC).

TAG Mclaren Audio, The Summit, Latham Road, Huntingdon, Cambs. PE29 67U
freephone: 0800 783 8007 tel: 01480 415600 fax: 01480 52159 e-mail: helpdesk@tagmclarenaudio.com

East Grinsteod, West Sussex 01342 314569 Listening Rooms Chelsea, London 0207 244 7750
Cordiff, Wales 0292 022 8565 Martin Kleiser Ltd Chiswick, London 0208 400 5555
Clifton, Bristol 0117 926 4975 Martin Kleiser Ltd Uxbridge, London 01895 465444
Exeter, Devon 01392 491194 Martins Hifi Norwich, Norfolk 01603 627010
Swonseo, Wales 01792 474608 Moorgate Acoustics Sheffield, Yorkshire 0114 275 6048
Bosingstoke, Hampshire 01256 324311 Music Matters Ltd Solihull, irmingham 01217420254
8rentwoad, Essex 01277 264730 Nottingham HiFi Centre Nattingham, Nottinghomshire 0115978 6919
Camberley, Surrey 01276 685597 Oxford Audio Consultants 0xfnr’, Oxen 01865790879
Chandler’s Ford, Hampshire 02380 252827 Peter Tyson HiFi Carlisle, Cumbria . 01228 546756
Cheltenhom, Gloucestershire 01242 583960 PJ Hi-Fi Guildford, Surrey 01483 504801
Heodington, Oxford 01865 765961 Presfige Audio Ltd Harrow, London 0208 868 3300
High Wycombe, Buckinghomshire 01494 558585 Rayleigh Hi-Fi Lokeside, Essex 01708 680551
Reading, Berkshire 0118 958 5463 Rayleigh Hi-Fi Rayleigh, Essex 01268 779762
West Hampstead, London 0207 794 7848 Rayleigh Hi-Fi Chelmsford, Essex 01245 265245
Lewisham, London 0208 318 5755 Sevenoaks Sound & Vision 8edford, 8edfordshire 01234 272779
Knightsbridge, London 0207 730 1234 Sevenoaks Sound & Vision Clifton, Bristol 0117 974 3727
Harrow, Migdfesex 0208 930 9933 Sevenoaks Sound & Vision Edinburgh, Scotland 0131 229 7267
Aston Quay, Dublin 00353 1671 4343 Sevenoaks Sound & Vision Epsam, Sune¥ 01372 745883
Metra Centre, Goteshead 0191 460 0999 Sevenaoks Sound & Vision Glosgow, Scotlond 0141 332 9655

Sevenoaks Sound & Vision
Sevenoaks Sound & Vision
Sevenoaks Sound & Vision

Kingston, Surrey
Liverpool, Merseyside
Nottinghom, Nottinghamshire

0208 547 0717
0151 707 8417
0115911 2121

Sevenoaks Sound & Vision Plymouth, Devon 01752 226011
- Sevenoaks Sound & Vision Preston, Loncoshire 01772 825777
Sevenoaks Sound & Vision Reading, Berkshire 0118 959 7768
Sevenoaks Sound & Vision Sevenoaks, Kent 01732 459555
Sevenoaks Sound & Vision Southgote, London 0208 886 2777
Sevenoaks Sound & Vision Tunbridge Wells, Kent 01892 523548
Sevenoaks Sound & Vision Watford, Hertfordshire 01923 213533
Sevenoaks Sound & Vision Witham, Essex 01376 501733
Sevenoaks Sound & Vision Worcester, Worcestershire 01905 612929
~ Stereo Stereo Ltd Glasgow, Scotlond 0141 248 4079
Suttans Hi-Fi 8ournemouth, Dorset 01202 555512
The Audio File Bishops Sturlford, Hertfordshire 01279 506576
The Hi-Fi Shop 8elfast, N. Ireland 02890 381296
The High End Bornes, London 0208 876 3355
The Powerplont (Hi-Fi) Ltd Brighton, Sussex 01273 775978
Unilet Sound & Vision New Malden, Surrey 0208 942 9567
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NEW FORMULA SURROUND

TAG MCLAREN'S NEW DOLBY TECHNOLOGY SHOWS HOW 2 = 5.1

TAG McLaren’s AV32R processor is the first product to
support Dolby’s latest surround sound format — Pro-Logic Il.
This is a matrix-based format designed to convert any stereo
source into surround, from CDs and vinyl records to TV
broadcasts. The intention is to bridge the gap between old
style Pro-Logic and discrete Dolby Digital, taking two-chan-
nel sources and creating an open and balanced sound field.

TM’s commitment to DPLII comes as part of its continual
programme to offer upgrades to the AV32R as and when
new technology demands. The upgrade will be part of the
next revision to the processor's firmware; the user simply
enables DPLII by paying an £80 license fee and entering a
special code using the standard remote control.

TAG McLaren = 0800 7838007

DVD-AUDIO SOFTWARE HITS UK

FINALLY, MULTICHANNEL DVD-A TITLES ARE RELEASED...

After numerous false starts, the race to get DVD-Audio
software into the UK would seem to be hotting up. Dts is
already shippingits first trickle of titles, released through the
company-owned dts Entertainment label. Each disc is mar-
keted as a 'dts Music Experience’ package, incorporating
three different versions of the album in question: a high-
resolution MLP multichannel track, playable on DVD-Audio
compatible players, along with dts 5.1 and Dolby Digital 2.0
versions compatible with ordinary DVD-Video players. Artists
in this initial batch include Larisa Stow, Toy Matinee and
Steve Stevens.

Meanwhile, Warner Music International has selected
April 6 for the world wide launch of its first wave DVD-
Audio titles, many of which saw the light of day in the US
late last year. More than 25 titles have been announced so
far, with artists ranging from Fleetwood Mac and The Doors
to Stone Temple Pilots and The Corrs. All discs feature both

IN BRIEF contmvuen

lack of sonic harshness.

stonel
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high-resolution MLP and ‘lossy’ Dolby Digital surround ver-
sions, ensuring you've something to play whether your DVD
player is Audio/Video compatible or just Video only.

The arrival of these discs is a welcome fillip for the DVD-
Audio camp, given SACD's head start and growing software
base, albeit a largely two-channel one at present. All the
major music labels are said to be behind the high-resolution
DVD format, but Warner is so far the only one to confirm
titles. We await more with baited breath...

Website: www.dtsonline.com

Panasonic, Pioneer, Philipsand ~ SONICLINK'S new SG

VAN DEN HUL has launched
a new range of intercon-
nects. The first from the
Fusion Series is the
Integration Hybrid, a triple
shielded ‘quadruple core’
interconnect. Its conductor
fuses together copper, zinc
and silver, the result of
which said to be a complete

0208997 4280

EARFIT from Advanced
Communication Solutions is
an anatomically designed
ear plug intended to make
in-ear headphones more
comfortable. It's also claimed
to reduce background noise,
so you can listen at lower
volumes.

@ 01582 767007

LINK ELECTRONICS is offering
a complete DVD repair and
upgrade service. This includes
authorised repair of Sony,

Thomson machines.
@ 08707 481222

NAD has dropped the price
of its C540 CD player from
£330 to £250. Stocks are
expected to last until the
summer.

@ 01908 319360

PHILEX has produced a new
range of optical digital inter-
connects called Thor. Various
adapters are available for
different connection options,
including optical to coaxial.
@ 020 8457 2100

Whisper interconnect has
been developed from the
Silver Pink for budget appli-
cations. Its screened coaxial
construction uses silver
plated copper conductors. A
one metre pair should cost
around £45

@ 01332361390

TIME AND TUNE is a new
Website allowing users to
search for home entertain-
ment systems at prices said
to be much lower than the
high street equivalent.
www.timeandtune.com

NEW IMPROVED DAB

VIDEOLOGIC LAUNCHES NEW
DIGITALRADIO TUNER

Videologic is set to launch an improved
version of its DRX-601E digital radio tuner,
the first DAB product to break the £300
barrier and recipient of a Best Buy Award in
HFC 211.The DRX-601ES (below) comes in
assilver finish and will sell for £350.

There are some internal changes, includ-
ing a performance-enhancing technology
called PAC. VideoLogic was in the process of
submitting the patents as we went to press
and so was unable to shed much light on
what it actually does, except to say it tackles
the sometimes ‘cold’ nature of digital radio
to create a more natural, involving sound.
Check our review next month for the full
story; the product itself is available in April.
Videologic & 01923 260511

THULED UP

DELICIOUS DANISH DVD!

More specialist hi-fi brands are plunging
into the world of DVD-V — one of the latest
is Danish brand Thule. The Space DVD250
(below) comes in two versions: the standard
transport-only model, designed to hook into
the firm’s own processor, and the DVD2508.
This second version includes D/A conversion
with both balanced and unbalanced ana-
logue audio outputs. Other features include
a dual-laser mechanism, and a better error
correction system. Price is £1,045 for the
Space DVD250, or £1,150 for the ‘B".

Audio Reference & 01252 702705
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“Beauty and A Beast”

T‘l’l/ T 101 W

Home Theatre systems used to be big,
cumbersome and ugly. And, their performance
was pretty ordinary too.

But, all that has now changed. Because TEAC
have just introduced a Home Theatre System
with stunning looks and a performance way
beyond its compact size. It is light years
beyond your imagination. It comes complete
with a 5 x 50W amplifier, Dolby Digital DVD
Player and a 6 Speaker package that includes
an active sub with variable crossover and gain,

TEAC

matched voicing centre, left and right
speakers, and bipolar rear speakers. It's all
ready to plug in and play, all you need is a
television. It will change the way you watch
movies and other programmes at home for
good. And best of all, the system costs
less than £1100.

For once, a movie story with a happy ending.

Visit your TEAC Stockist for a demonstration or
call TEAC on 01923 819630 for information on
this extraordinary system.

D {eotsv} %
DIGITAL @R

open/close

TEAC 6-Speaker Surround System

The TEAC DVD Home Theatre System




NET WARS

WES PHILLIPS REPORTS ON THE CONTINUING SAGA OF NAPSTER AND THE LATEST HAPPENINGS STATESIDE.

apster continues to dominate

industry headlines here. On 12

February, the Ninth US Circuit

Court of Appeals ruled that
Napster must stop trading in copy-
righted material and may be held liable
for “vicarious copyright infringement”
- amove that probably would put an
end to the saga. This created a flurry of
activity at the file-sharingsite as con-
sumers raced the deadline, downloading
music while it was still free.

Napster tried to garner recording
industry support with a proposal that
would pay $1 billion over the next five
years for the right to use copyrighted
material. The file-sharing company’s
proposed solution would pay licensing
fees to the world’s five major record
companies, as well as to independent
labels and artists.

“61 PER CENT OF US
INTERNET USERS
OPPOSE LAWS THAT
WOULD SHUT DOWN
FILE-SHARING
PROGRAMS SUCH
AS NAPSTER.”

While Universal Music and Warner
Music expressed dissatisfaction with the
plan, the EMI Group said it would be
interested in participating if they could
be persuaded Napster had developed a
realistic business model.

Industry wags asked, “Who’d give
Napster a billion dollars?” And, of
course, thatis theimportant question -
where will the money come from? In
February, the Consumer Electronics
Association (CEA) conducted a survey,
‘Digital Download’, which studied
American consumers’ online habits and
attitudes. The survey revealed that an
astonishing 89 per cent of US Internet
users have downloaded multimedia con-
tent, and most of them oppose any
effort to get them to pay for it: half of
them oppose fees for downloading con-

Prolific musician, and founder of Takoma Records,
John Fahey took simple folk tunes and mixed them
with classical styles from Europe, India and the East.

tent of any description, 77 per cent
oppose fees for downloading any audio
files, pictures, or games —-and 61 per
cent oppose laws that would shut down
file-sharing programs such as Napster.

KLIPSCH BUYS MONDIAL

One of the oldest and most-respected
names in American hi-fi, Klipsch Audio
Technologies, has purchased “selected
assets” of Mondial Designs, Ltd, maker
of the Acurus and Aragon amplifier, pre-
amplifier, and signal processors. The
Mondial products appeared at CES 2001
as part of the Klipsh family of products.

Klipsch is looking to expand the line
with “six or seven” new Mondial amps,
as well as move into the digital loud-
speaker business.

Former Mondial president, Anthony
Federici has formed a new company,
D&A Labs, which is currently designing
a high-end receiver for the home theatre
market. [tshould be available this spring.

CONVERGENCE CHIP

A solution to the SACD/DVD-A impasse
has been announced by Texas
Instruments. The chipmaker’s Burr-
Brown division has created a high-per-
formance audio digital-to-analog

converter (DAC) specifically designed for
consumer and professional audio sys-
tems such as DVD and CD players, HT
receivers, SACD players, HDTV receivers,
and digital mixing consoles.

The PCM1738 chip employs the com-
pany’s new Advanced Segment DAC
architecture, which is noted for its
dynamic performance and impervious-
ness to clock jitter. TI claims 24-bit reso-
lution and 192kHz, delivering 117dB
dynamic range, 117dB SN ratio, and
0.0004% distortion.

Features include balanced current out-
puts, 16 to 24-bit data reception, simple
DSP interface, and two modes of opera-
tion: external digital filter mode and
DSD decoder. Look for products featur-
ing this chip next Christmas.

JOHN FAHEY, RIP

On a sad note, John Fahey, an original
and iconoclastic guitarist, died on 23
February. Fahey recorded over 60
albums, among them Blind Joe Death and
Death Chants, Breakdowns, and Military
Waltzes, as well as a series of phenome-
nally popular Christmas records.

He was one of the first musicians to
establish his own record label, Takoma
Records, which also released albums by
Peter Schmidt, Leo Kottke, and several of
Fahey’s heroes, including the bluesmen
Bukka White and Skip James. Takoma
was sold to Chrysalis in the 70s.

During the 80s, Fahey fell on hard
times. He divorced his third wife, lost
his house, and often lived in the Union
Charity Mission in Salem, Oregon. He
was rediscovered in the 90s. Rhino
Records released a retrospective, Return
of the Repressed. He sobered up and began
to play in public again. He also pub-
lished a book of autobiographical
stories and sketches, How Bluegrass Music
Destroyed My Life.

Fahey suffered a heart attack in mid-
February and died after an unsuccessful
series of surgical procedures. He was 61.

is our US news correspondent, he keeps
his finger firmly on the audiophile pulse.
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PURE AND SIMPLE

PEOPLE ARE CATCHING ON TO THE FACT THAT VINYL'S STILL POPULAR?
DAVID VIVIAN MEETS A MAN TO WHOM THIS IS NO SURPRISE AT ALL. ..

22
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twould be plausible to believe that produc-
tion of the Long Playing record had flat-
lined. Slipped into a deep coma at the very
least.If not dead, then not moving much.

Alive nonetheless. CD’s silver bullet brought
vinyl to its knees, burgeoning digital media
should, by rights, be finishing the job. But guess
what? Records are staging a recovery. It is not, to
be honest, the sort of comeback that would
impress Lazarus much. The figures - UK LP sales
for 2000 up 40 per cent on the previous year’s, 12-
inch singles up by 28 per cent - still existin the
realm of what financial analysts call a “residual
market”. That it’s happening at all, though, is
little short of amazing.

Mike Loveday, who gave Britain its first TV-
advertised K-Tel compilation album in 1975, tells
it like this: “LPs as a mainstream music format
were effectively killed off by the major labels who
had obviously watched CD hardware come down
in price to a point where they could bring in CDs
enmasse. ] think the critical point was 1987. That’s
when you could buy a CD player for £200.”

And that’s when it started to go seriously pear-
shaped for vinyl. Mike, like many industry insid-
ers, thought the format was a goner. Then, in
1994, while he was helping speaker maker B&W
set up its own jazz CD label, he took a call from a
Japanese customer who said he wasn’t interested
in the CDs; he wanted the Fourth World album
on 180 gram vinyl (that’s audiophile weight,
most LPs are 120 gram pressings) — and he
wanted 500 copies. A month later his request was
for 1,000, and a month after that it had risen to
2,500. Mike, who describes himself as 100 per
cent entrepreneur, 100 per cent music lover,
thought ‘What the hell?” “We manufactured
2,500 records, shipped them out to Japan, got
paid and that was that,” he says with a shrug in
his voice that recalls his attitude at the time.

But ‘so what?’ quickly caved in to curiosity. Mike

talks to the movers and shakers in the
hi-fi industry about thes subjects close to our hearts.

may 2001

simply had to know if he’d been party to a one-off
phenomenon or was staring change in the face.
So he took six months off and did his vinyl home-
work. He researched everything from global out-
put to boot sales. What it told him was that the
UK’s ‘residual market’, far from being a muddy
little tributary of the fast flowing glory days, was
actually strewn with gold nuggets for the taking.
Vinyl was hip, vinyl was the mainstay of the DJ
and dance scene and, for audiophiles, vinyl still
represented the pinnacle of sonic performance.

Mike knew what this small but vibrant niche
needed: an LP-only re-issue label pressing on heavy,
flat 180 gram vinyl. He called it Simply Vinyl.

“The first challenge,” he remembers, “was to
secure some repertoire. Most major labels had
bigger fish to fry and weren’t interested in vinyl.I
had to approach it with a reasonable amount of
diplomacy and stealth and not get in their hair.”

Sony, with whom Mike had build up plenty of
contacts over the years, was first on the books.
Othersfollowed over the next 18 months.

“My approach to the niche market was to start
with the biggest sector — rock and pop —and
mainly from the sort of classic period when peo-
ple bought records,” explains Mike. “Music
meant something and it was part of your life -
1969 to the early 80s. I wanted all the major
bands, the big artists. We were surprised by the
demand for Nick Drake’s albums. He’s got a huge
following for a bloke that died 25 years ago.

“But we also concentrated on the predictable
golden oldies, the Leonard Cohens, the Bob
Dylans, The Birds and so on. We’ve slowly built
the catalogue. Right now there are 340 titles.
About 18 months after we started, we slipped in
Tarantino movies because we knew that
Tarantino movies had a very strong vinyl follow-
ing. They were somehow hipper on vinyl. Pulp
Fiction actually had been out on vinyl but it was
very rare — probably no more than 2,000 units
across the world.

“We followed that through and started to
release more soundtracks. We grew a soundtrack



Top: A selection of Simply
Vinyl's re-releases.
Above: Simply Vinyl
supremo Mike Loveday.

“SOME PEOPLE FEEL ITS A
MUCH FRIENDLIER MEDIUM.
IT'S BIG, YOU CAN READ THE
LINER NOTES, YOU CAN
FEEL THE RECORD."”

branch; soundtrack buffs are avid collectors.
Later we did the same with soul, R&B, rap and
reggae. With some trepidation, because we felt
that this was probably the one area where vinyl
was still alive and available fairly cheaply on
imports. We were careful. We decided that if peo-
ple wanted James Brown, rather than give them
eight B records, we went for the ‘best of’
approach. Value for money.” Despite the audio-
phile overtones of 180 gram vinyl, Mike is as
much pragmatist as absolutist. If a compilation
works, it works.

Now Simply Vinyl works hand-in-hand with
Sony, BMG, EMI, Universal Music and Virgin,
among others. Great slabs of iconic rock and pop
on great slabs of vinyl are just around the corner.
“We’re just finishing off the David Bowie back
catalogue, then we’re moving on to Pink Floyd,”
deadpans Mike. “We’re committed to putting out
the whole of the Elvis catalogue.” Not a bad con-
versation stopper.

So, has the whole thing come full circle? Is vinyl
now hip again?

“Without a shadow of a doubt. In truth, it was
never anything else. It’s certainly been driven in
this country by DJs and dance. Turntables have
grown in sales volume over the last three or four
years. Turntables are making a comeback on
musiccentres. The buyers areresponding to
something in the market place.

“It’s a cult, retro thing and it won’t go away.
Some people feel it’s a much friendlier medium.
It’s big, you can read the liner notes, you can feel
the record. Back in the early days, we spent an
entire day feeling cardboard. The manufacture of

card has changed over the years; it’'s much more
compressed and dense now. What we were look-
ing for was that sort of hairy cardboard feeling.

“It’s involving, tactile. You take it out and look
atit; I think there’s something about the sheen.
You know when you sit down you’re only going to
do, at most, 28 minutes of listening. It’s a bit of
pure quality time. I call it a cigar and fine wine
experience.”

I'suggest that Simply Vinyl isn’t about selling
records but time capsules. “Absolutely,” agrees
Mike. “Music transcends everything. Any track
marks a point in time for you personally with
something that was happening in your life. What
we’re trying to do here is give someone a product
that will actually trigger that memory. An arte-
fact, ifyou like.

“The simple philosophy of the company is to
maintain the 180 gram vinyl format, keep it alive
for as long as possible and make as much cata-
logue available within that format.”

Which is laudable in the era of the silver disc.
And surprisingly profitable. Simply Vinyl’s value
on the world market is $500 million. Not bad for
a format that’s on its last legs.

Simply Vinyl can be purchased from larger HMV, Tower
Records and Virgin stores. Single albums are £16.99,
doubles £18.99.
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COMPETITION RULES

1) The Closing Date for the Arcam Competition is

Friday 4th May 2001

2) Winners of the Arcam Competition will be judged from
all correct entries submitted, and drawn at random after
the Closing Date given in 1) above.

3) All winners will be notified by post.

4) The Editor’s decision is final and no

correspondence will be entered into.

5) The Arcam Competition is not open to

employees of Future Publishing Ltd,

Arcam nor their suppliers, agents or associates.

6) We regret this competition is open to UK residents only.
7) No cash alternatives will be offered.

8) We reserve the right to substitute alternative prizes
with equal value to these shown, in the unlikely event of
stock being temporarily unavailable,

9) By entering the competition, you

agree to be bound by the rules.

10) No purchase necessary.

OVER £3,000
WORTH OF
ARCAM GEAR
MUST BE WON

fter many hours of cajoling we have finally managed to
persuade Arcam to let us give away some of its fabulous
new DiVA kit. We managed to get two CD and amplifier
combinations, each representing the pinnacle of the
DiVA range.

The £850 CD92 disc player featured in our March issue, where
Alvin and his listeners were very impressed with its performance
-somuch so that it was awarded a Hi-Fi Choice Recommendation.
Features include the dCS Ring DAC converter, HDCD decoding
and specially damped casework.

The A85 amplifier is reviewed in this very issue (page 48) and
has managed to pull of an even more impressive trick by winning
a Hi-Fi Choice Best Buy accolade. The A85 is a sophisticated design
that incorporates the ability to adjust the gain of each ofits seven
inputs, has (bypassable) tone control settings for each input and
even different graduations of volume stepping per input. An
unusually flexible design that nonetheless manages to cut the
sonic mustard.

The pairing will undoubtedly sound as sweet as the proverbial
nut with a decent loudspeaker system on the end, and all you
have to do is answer the following questions to be in with a
chance of winning one of the two combos on offer.

Answer the question below by circling the cor- POST THIS ENTRY FORM TO:
rect answers, then fill in your name, address and Hi-Fi Choice Arcam Competition,
daytime telephone number in the spaces given. 29 Monmouth Street, Bath BA1 2BW.

WHAT IS ARCAM IS SHORT FOR? All entries must arrive by First Post, Friday

2l &l Really CooIAmpIifiers, e s::a:Aea:e;()e(r)T:l;er to tell us whether you are
B Allied Radios Cambridge b

L

; over 18 years of age.
C  A&R Cambridge
D Acme Rentals Cambridge

Call the above number. You will be asked to give your
answer, and a few personal details (name, address, etc).

Calls cost 50p per minute and last no more than 90 seconds.

Name.
Address (inc. postcode)

Daytime Telephone Number
[ Please tick here if you are under 18 OR do not wish to
receive further information on other products or services
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his is my second five-and-a-half
grand integrated amplifier in as
many months —and yet a year ago
the breed barely existed. Something
is clearly afoot. Is it that even audio-
philes no longer have the space to
dedicate to multiple boxes, or are
we merely trying to simplify our
—lives and remove clutter? Both
options make sense, and if you can get pre/power
quality from a single box, then that can’t be a
bad thing.

This new Chord integrated more than doubles
the specified power output of last month’s Mark
Levinson, its nominal 220 Watts into eight ohms
outgunning a fair few standalone power amps in
this price range, and I'm told by Chord that this
is a conservative estimate. This is partly reflected
in the CPM 3300’s 19kg mass, but the switch
mode power supply style that Chord specialises
in means that figure is somewhat less than it
might ordinarily have been (the 100 Watt
Levinson weighed 27kg). Sizewise it’s a compact
unit, measuring 133x420x355mm (HxWxD)
without the Integra legs on this model - they
add £135 apiece and you can use as many as six,
or none at all. If you opt for the latter, then the
choice is between the horizontal aluminium
bars or wooden cheeks.

This amplifier has a number of features that
will be familiar to Chord users but which can be
a little baffling to the newcomer, specifically the
bus system. This allows you to independently
record two different inputs simultaneously, a
potentially useful facility for the keen recorder,
but one which introduces a degree of complex-
ity to the user interface that is initially rather
opaque. The amplifier has no controls marked
select or input 1, 2, etc, but rather has buttons
marked A and B which scroll through the five
line inputs on the display. Once you have
learned to ignore the B button this isn’t diffi-
cult, until you start playing with the remote
that is. The latter is an aluminium brick that fea-
tures rather a lot of ball bearing buttons and
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