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BaW Bowers&Wilkins

One damn good song

I’m moving on

Listen and you’ll see

www.listenandyoullsee.com

To hear B&W loudspeakers and find your nearest retailer, please call 01903 221 500 or visit our website.



€6 .
By the end of day one, | was inexorably coming to

the conclusion that this was the

finest pair of speakers

. »
to ever grace my living room

Paul Messenger, Hi-Fi Choice, December 2002

Highest - Fi

Since 1946, JBL has designed and
built the finest loudspeakers for

live music, theatres and cinemas.

The K2 S9800 brings together all
those years of knowledge and
expertise into your home for the

ultimate in sound quality.

SOUND COMES HOME'!

The K2 is one of a select few products hal’man/kardon'
in the Harman High-End Range.

To find out more, please ring 020 8731 4670 Mlhﬁhlty

H A Harman International Company

Exclusive UK Dealer: Walrus Systems, 11 New Quebec Street, London W1 Telephone 0207 724 7224
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To make sure you get the
best advice, Hi-fi Choice
employs the most
talented and experienced
writers in the business.

Jason previously edited Hi-Fi
Choice, but can now be found
swanning about the wilds of
Sussex indulging himself with
the very best hifi money can
buy. His own system is simply
sensational (trust us) and his
love of music knows no bounds.

Paul has been writing about his
beloved hi-fi hobby for some 26
years. In that time he has
become one of the world's most
respected sonic scribes and
probably the UK's foremost
loudspeaker reviewer. He also
writes for respected US hifi
journal Stereophile.

PAUL MILLER

Science officer Miller is hifi's
undisputed king of lab testing.

He employs his own specially

designed equipment to pull

apart every measurable

parameter and explain its effect

on a product's performance.

Alvin cut his hii teeth in the
retail trade, and has now been
writing about his obsession for

more than 20 years. In that
time he has contributed to
almost every hifi periodical you
can think of (and several more
besides). Few can match his
encyclopedic knowledge of all
things audio.

one talented guy:

a professional musician,
experienced recording engineer
and a highly knowledgeable
hifi enthusiast to boot. He's
particularly nerdy about cables.
It's probably Freudian.

hose of you who scour the music press
each month will have noticed a new

magazine on the scene. Bang is named

after legendary rock journalist Lester Bangs
and published by the same people who bring you
Hi-Fi Choice. Its premise is simple: put the passion
back into music journalism with flairy writing and
colourful opinions, the desire to explore new music
and set a proactive agenda. [t was the launch party
the other night and... I can safely say that the spirit
of rock and roll has been found alive and kicking.

Few would expect to find said spirit nestling
within the pages of a hi-fi magazine, but I contend
that Bang and HFC are not so different in ethos
and attitude. We too scour the scene for the latest
and greatest sounds, fired by a passion for music
and its emotional potency. Throughout its 28-year
life, the mag has sort to set an agenda for the
transmission of music’s energy and emotion
through kit capable of doing it justice. Hi-fi is the
conduit through which recorded music may best
communicate, and we bring all this to you because
you love your music as much as we love ours.

This month our search has led us to a fine and
varied collection of components including a clutch
of superb pre/power amp
combos, fit to serve at the heart
of your system and pump musical
current through its veins. Like
rock and roll, the spirit of hi-fi is
alive. And kicking...

Tim Bowern editor
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32 GROUP TEST: PRE/ POWER AMPS
FOUR POWERFUL COMBOS RATED

40 GROUP TEST: SPEAKER SYSTEMS
SOLUTIONS FOR MULTICHANNEL SOUND

only awarded to
products found to
offer exceptional
performance and
value for money
inan HFC Group
Test. Buy this kit
with absolute
confidence.

in our Group Tests
that may not offer
such exceptional
value-for-money as
aBestBuy, ormay
not be suitable for
everyone, but still
tum in a convincing
performance.

HI-FICHDICE I
magazine magazine

* 4
The Hi-fi Choice Awarded to out- Productsin the
Best Buy badge is standing products Statementsand

In-Depth sections
that really blow us
away are eligible for
a special Award
badge. The coveted
Editor’s Choice
Award is reserved for
high-end products of
exceptional quality.

79 BUYER'S BIBLE

The ultimate guide to high performance
hi-fi and AV - our favourite products for
your perusal. Your shortlist starts here...

50 TEST FEATURE: AUDIO CABLES
TOP INTERCONNECTS AND SPEAKER CABLES

SOURCE COMPONENTS
80 CD players

82 DVD players

84 Vinyl

89 Radio tuners
90 Digital recorders

AMPLIFIERS

98 Stereo amps
100 AV amps

LOUDSPEAKERS

104 Stereo speakers
108 AV speaker packages

ANCILLARIES

111 Headphones
112 Cables

For 28 years, our unique tests have brought you the most
accurate guide to buying hi-fi. Our mix of thorough Group Tests . =
and in-depth solo reviews ensures HFC is the magazine to trust.

115 Stands and supports
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SONY LINKS UP

I-LINK DIGITAL CONNECTION TAKES SUPER AUDIO CD TO ANOTHER LEVEL

| Sony has announced the first products amp. The SACD player will be the flagship in The TA-DASOOOES amplifier delivers seven
to feature its high resolution i-Link Sony's ES range, sporting a tri-powered digital- times 200 watts and features all the latest
digital connection for SACD. I-Link is a to-analogue conversion system that's designed surround sound processing including DTS ES,
FireWire/IEEE1394 digital interface like that in to reduce noise levels whilst maintaining the 96,24 and NEO:6, Dolby Digital EX and Pro-
Pioneer's DV-757Ai universal DVD player and format's wide bandwidth. Bass management Logic II. Prices are anticipated to be above
VSA-AX10i AV amp. Sony has incorporated and speaker set-up potential is significantly current ES levels but you won't be able to buy
i-Link into two new ES components, the SCD- improved thanks to a new ‘multichannel one until October.
XA9000ES SACD player and TA-DASO0OES AV management system' in both player and amp. @ Sony UK 08705 111999 # www.sony.co.uk

PURE. DRXT02ES

DIGITAL PURISM

NEW DAB TUNERS FROM PURE

DAB specialist Pure has unveiled three new digital radios in three
very different forms. The new products include a mobile phone
sized portable unit, a new Evoke-2 desktop unit and the flagship full-
width DRX-702ES. The new Pocket DAB 1000 personal unit has an aerial
integrated into the headphone lead - a significant development over
existing pocket designs —and can display up to two lines of text.
The main feature of the free-standing products is both DAB and FM
circuitry in one box — giving users the best of both worlds. The £160

COMPACT CASTLE

desktop Evoke-2 is both battery and mains powered and features scrolling Castle adds turrets to its speaker range this month with the
LCD text, auto-tuning, an optical output and a full range speaker launch of the Compact System, a small-scale multichannel
complete with reflex port. speaker package that benefits from real wood hand-finished
Meanwhile, Pure's new flagship radio separate, the £330 DRX-702ES, cabinets in a range of veneers. Designed for near-wall or even
boasts the latest DAB processor from Frontier, an AM/FM on-wall placement, the Castle satellite speakers use a 112mm woven
tuner with multi-language glass fibre cone housed in a sealed box accompanied by a wide

bandwidth tweeter which is claimed to go up to 40kHz. Castle's
subwoofer uses a 250mm paper cone with 150 watts of power
behind it and according to Castle, a “low wind-noise double trumpet
port tube” — fab! The Compact system is available in early May
priced at £1,000 for the 5.1 version in standard veneer, or £1,200 for
luxury yew and rosewood.

2 Castle Acoustics 01756 795333 & www.castle.uk.com

support and dual-band
reception for use
throughout Europe. Other
features include USB
connectivity, 99 presets,
RDS and fast data tuning.
@ Pure 01923 260 511
# www.pure-digital.com

8 | HI-FI CHOICE | www.hifichoice.co.uk | may 2003



DINKY DSP

Meridian has launched a smaller and
more affordable version of its flagship
DSP-based active speaker. Like its elder
brother, the new DSP7000 offers the listener
control over bass, treble tilt and phase, and of
course volume. The pressure-laminated panels
use layers of woods and metals to provide a : -
stiff box with high damping. - o |
Bass is supplied by twin 200mm drivers | e
with the tweeter and midrange units housed e "
separately in the main cabinet. The drivers are
powered by four independent 100-watt amps
claimed to offer low noise, high detail and ; G
fast bass. Various shiny finishes are available ange o and A
with prices starting at £16,175 per pair. above) are clearly d
2 Meridian Audio 01480 445678 e range offers a fixec
& www.meridian-audio.com : -
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LIFE IN THE FAST LANE

A new stereo power

amp from Audio o lcolata o break the
Analogue has been designed Satth Between Solifte coMBone
- TAG Mclaren's stalwart This software application offers to match the Italian and a er therefo
AV32R multichannel eight channels of 96kHz/ 24-bit company's Puccini ere is no path for current from a
processor has been updated to equalisation with sophisticated integrated amps. The Corelli electrical imba ance o Tow. THe
THX Ultra2 Dual Processor 7.1 filtering to allow the elimination of takes its name from one of .‘ i .‘ : o P ' .
status, incorporating a new board unwanted room-induced Italy’s musical pioneers and Hiits Forines i
that offers six times the processing  resonances for each channel. TAG continues the brand's
power of its predecessor. This extra  also claims its new power supply intention to provide
digital muscle is provided by dual offers sonic improvements, audiophile-standard
super Sharc DSPs and brings THX prompted by the introduction of electronics at real-world
Ultra2, a height channel, DTS the power-hungry dual DSPs. The prices. It offers 60 watts of
96/ 24, extended bass new AV32R retails for £3,995. power per channel into a
management and most Existing models can be upgraded. standard eight ohm load
significantly TMREQ, the TAG 2 TAG McLaren 01480 415600 from two oversized toroidal
McLaren Room Equalisation Suite. @ www.tagmclaren.com transformers, all housed in
a robust chassis with a
§ substantial 10mm brushed
2 g ; ses aluminium face;l;late.
/e i o000 To ensure optimum PSR-
; g ; ! i : compatibility, the gain of the digital amplificatio

» g e Corelli has been matched originally developed for SACD
with that of the Puccini Aapplica : Rre

G‘ES MCS8 PROCESEBR o o givean o, The newly

path. Alternatively, one or 0 prod o
even two Corellis may be aster technology, allo
Multichannel specialist Lexicon has unveiled a more affordable partnered with Audio 1e 156 0 even simare
processor based around its MC-12 digital controller. Available in Analogue's Bellini preamp. i " e ' o °
both balanced and unbalanced configurations the new MC-8 is based The Corelli is available now 0870
around four Sharc DSP engines and a Cirrus logic DSP chip. Audio lovers priced at £645.
will relish the ten 24-bit/192kHz DACs — one for each output, and, of = UKD 01753 652669 oHing PCand
course, it supports all the latest surround formats. With a full array of @ www.ukd.co.uk ARG : :' :
inputs it's fully DVD-A/SACD compatible courtesy of a 5.1 ora edeveloping a
channel input and can process analogue signals in the e onverte
multichannel digital domain. Available in spring for £5,000. ows XP
o) 0 0 and

= CSE 01423 359054 & www.lexicon.com



channel audio PC files

including MP3 and WMA to

Dolby Digital receivers with a
irewire/IEEE1394 interface.
# www.dolby.com

CAM E/ 10 has a
new LCD screen learning
remote priced at £50. The
universal M1+
Multimedia Explorer
learning remote means
that you can operate all
of your hi-fi and AV kit
from one control using
the touch-sensitive,
backlit handset. The M1+
is available from Richer
Sounds stores
nationwide.
= 0870 900 1000

National Vintage
Communications Fair
Birmingham NEC

01392 411565

A show for collectors

of classic kit

High End Show, Frankfurt
+49 202 702022 or email
paxa@highendsociety.de
One of Europe’s best-known
high-end hi-fi events

24-26 CEDIA UK Expo, Brighton
Annual showcase for the
custom install brigade

AUGUST
29-1 IFA Berlin 2003
Berlin, Germany
020 7886 3103
Europe’s largest consumer
electronics expo

Y ER
26-28 HiFi Show & AV Expo
Heathrow, London
020 8774 0847
London'’s established
hi-fi show
26-28 What Hi-Fi? Sound and
Vision Show, London
A new London event for 2003
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ARCAM UPSAMPLES

Arcam is the latest electronics manufacturer to

release an upsampling CD player to the UK
market. Based on the FMJ CD23 recommended by
Choicein April last year, the new CD33 is £1,300-worth
of the latest in British CD technology. At the heart of
the player is an Analogue Devices chipset that
upsamples to 192kHz. This is followed by high
frequency analogue output filters to improve
phase and frequency response.

The CD33 also uses four Wolfson DACs per channel,
Burr Brown and Analogue Devices op amps and a low-
noise four-layer PCB. Arcam has also hinted at more FMJ
products including the release of a new £1,800 DVD
player called the DV27A — a high-end player set to
replace the DV27. This will be available alongside the
brands' first DVD-Audio compatible player, the DiVA
DV89. Expect a review of the new CD33 soon.
£ Arcam 01223 203200 # www.arcam.co.uk

EXPOSITION

A new CD player, integrated stereo amp and

power amp are set to bolster Exposure's
upmarket portfolio. Due for launch in May, the
new 3010 series will run in between the more
affordable 2010 range and the well-regarded
Classic range (the XXIII/ XXVIII pre/ power
combo is reviewed on p35). Heading the range is
the £1,200 3010 CD player, sporting twin Burr-
Brown 24-bit DACs, double-sided PCBs and a
large toroidal power transformer with separate
windings for the transport and audio stages.

A matching 3010 integrated amplifier priced
at £1,000 offers 100 watts of power and a host
of high quality electronics, all of which can be
used in bi-amp configuration with Exposure’s
new 3010 power amp, also rated at 100 watts. All
3010 products benefit from aluminium casework
with an extruded front panel and come with a
three-year guarantee.
= 01273 423877 & www.exposurehifi.com

PIZZA THE
ACTION

Italian music devotee Unison Research

has launched its first CD playerin the
UK. The new Unico is a ‘clean sheet’ design
which incorporates a variety of distinctive
features. The use of a CD-ROM mechanism has
been favoured for robustness and reading
precision and, unsurprisingly, Unison has also
included a valve amplification stage in keeping

with its amp range. A Crystal 24-bit/192kHz
chipset is used for D-to-A conversion and a
Philips flash memory chip facilitates an
unusual display indicating valve warm-up. A
splendid hardwood and aluminium remote
handset finishes off the distinctive package,
available now priced at £1,100.

@ UKD 01753 652669

@ www.ukd.co.uk



Combine a Receiver with a Multi-format
Player and get a Dynamic Duo!

Marantz offers magnificent products, amongst them a perfect
Dynamic Duo. The SR9200 THX Ultra Digital Surround
Sound Receiver sets the highest standards for audiophiles
and home theatre enthusiasts. It incorporates the latest
generation of digital surround sound decoding technology
and is software upgradeable. The DV8300 Multi-Channel
SACD, DVD Audio & Video player, the European Player of
the Year 2002-2003, received its merit as “an advanced AV
component that not only does justice to audio material in
CD, CD-R/RW, SACD and DVD-A media, but provides
masterful reproduction of video signals as well, using for
example progressive scan”. Unleash your passions with this

winning team!

NG AND SOUND .
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THE DYNAMIC DUO

Telephone: 01753 680868 Internet: www.marantz.com
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John Michell’s new Technodec

MICHELL TURNS THE TABLES

Turntable specialist Michell Engineering has a new manager.
Founder John Michell suffered a second bout of cancer over
Christmas and has taken semi-retirement. He now acts as a
consultant in design and R&D from home while his daughter and
son-in-law, Julie and Steven Rowland, run the business.

John says the break from day-to-day management has left him
with the energy to work on new ideas, the first of which is the
Michell Technodec - a non-suspended version of the Gyrodek due
to retail for £575. John has also been working on the Rega
RB250 arm that he sells on the deck, creating the JM counter-
weight and using Cardas cable inside. The counterweight places
the mass below the arm beam and has alternative weights to
allow it to sit right next to the bearing. Price will be £300.

ATC's active loudspeakers were chosen to monitor the 30th anniversary
remix of Pink Floyd's The Dark Side Of The Moon. The 5.1 channel SACD
mix was done by engineer James Guthrie using three ATC SCM-150A SL
monitors, two SCM-50A SLs and a single SCM-01/15 active subwoofer.

Guthrie commented: “this was a very difficult 5.1 mix, not from a musi-
cal point of view, because the record really lends itself to a 3-D treatment,
but because everyone knows the original mix so well. Knowing you are
about to start work on something controversial can be unsettling.” He
added: "The issues with 5.1 mixing all come down to one thing — have you
retained the emotional impact of the songs? All this technology is
meaningless if you've turned the album into a video game.”

Guthrie decided to get as many of the original tapes as possible and
mix the entire project on 16-track Studer multitrack tape players of the
same vintage used on the original Abbey Road sessions.

Controversy surrounds the album in many ways not least because there
has always been a four-channel mix made by the original Dark Side
engineer Alan Parsons for Quadraphonic.




- X-TUBE"

AIRCORE™ TECHNOLOGY SPEAKER CABLE

X-TUBE™ is a genuine breakthrough in loudspeaker cable
design, the result of intensive research and development. All

3 models in the X-TUBE™ range utilise QEDs" unique, high

resolution ‘tubular conductor geometry’ and are designed

with one simple aim - to produce the very best performance
possible from your hi-fi or home cinema system.

X-TUBE by QED, NATURALLY.

QED
—

QED Audio Products Ltd.
t 01483 747474 e info@qed.co.uk W www.qed.co.uk
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Never before has an interconnect of this quality and constructxon been avallable at this price level

ses several sub-topologies synergised in one cable resultmg in a quite unique structure

ctors are held in precise formation by our unique and patented Isohelix™ clamp mechanism
néCessary to critically maintain the electrical characteristics of this device
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Guaranteed to improve your system - or your money back call us now 0141 353 0509
www.ecossecables.co.uk e-mail info@ecossecables.co.uk




BERYLLIUM DREAMS

The ‘new’ wonder material for tweeters has actually been used
in hi-fi for over 25 years. So why is it such a big deal now?

file

less mass than titanium,
yet also the superior
self-damping characteristics to
magnesium.” That's beryllium,
according to Dominic Baker, one-
time UK hi-fi journalist and now a
senior engineer at Focal-JMlab.
Beryllium is a metal, and a very
uncommon and horrendously
expensive one at that. But it has
properties — especially its
exceptionally high stiffness-to-
density ratio — that are very
attractive to the speaker designer.
It's not a brand new concept.

& ‘I t has greater stiffness for

Top: Focal-JMlab’s beryllium tweeter.
Right: the Grande Utopia Be flagship.
Below: Horn tweeter on JBL K2 S9800.

Way back in the earliest editions —
from No3 in 1976 — Hi-Fi Choice
enthusiastically Recommended
Yamaha's NS1000 loudspeaker, a
costly three-way design which used
beryllium dome diaphragms for
both the midband and treble units.

Although Yamaha's NS1000 is
an acknowledged classic that
stayed in production for an
unusually long time, no other
brand in the era followed the
beryllium example — probably
because Yamaha developed its own
vapour deposition techniques for
using this very difficult material.

However, 25 years later, as the
super-tweeter era is dawning,
beryllium might be making a
comeback, judging by the fact that
two of the world's top hi-fi speaker
brands have both recently
introduced speakers using
beryllium diaphragms — and to
very good effect too.

We reviewed JBL's superlative
K2 59800, in HFC 235. The K2 is
unusual in using a large bi-radial
horn to load a compression driver
that operates from 800Hz up to
10kHz — very different from
conventional speakers. This
compression driver has a 75mm
beryllium dome and 37mm throat,
and hands over above 10kHz to
another compression driver with

25mm beryllium dome and
13mm throat.
Interestingly, this
domestic beryllium
application followed
a year or so behind
the company's Pro
division, which first
started down the road with
the VERTEC Theatre PA system,
complete with type 2345 beryllium
diaphragm compression treble
drivers, a couple of years back.

Following hard on JBL's heels —
but adopting its own very different
approach — Focal-JMlab is in the
middle of introducing a complete
new range of Utopia flagship
models, all featuring a new
beryllium tweeter and a Be suffix.
The company is inordinately proud
of the fact that, thanks to special
machinery it has helped develop,
its beryllium tweeter domes —
inverted of course, in the company
tradition — are allegedly only half
the thickness (at around 20
microns) of those used by JBL

Following the emergence of
'super-tweeters' from brands such
as Tannoy and KEF, JMlab's basic
rationale for moving from titanium
to beryllium is to extend the top
end. The company believes
strongly that it's better to widen
the bandwidth of a single tweeter
than attempt to integrate a
second one — an assertion that
seems entirely valid — and that,
due to its superior stiffness to
density ratio, beryllium is the right
material to do the job.

Certainly the new top-of-the-
line Grande Utopia Be sounds
enormously better than its
predecessor, though it should also
be pointed out that the new
tweeter is only one of a
considerable number of changes
between the new speaker and
the earlier model.

“Beryllium is a metal,
and a very uncommon
and horrendously
expensive one at that.
But it has properties
that are very
attractive to the
speaker designer.”

It's hard to say what long-term
impact beryllium's second coming
will have. There's no denying the
excellent sound of the above
examples, but high cost will remain
a major deterrent, and the rumour
mill mentions other materials —
B&W is believed to be working on
diamond, for example.
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® BEATS'N'PIECES

TIME MACHINE

FIVE YEARS AGO
Hi-Fi Choice

May 1998

Is it really five
years since the
Linn Classik was
born? A bold
step towards the
‘lifestyle’

. consumer, the

| Classik offered a

CD, preamp and
poweramp all in one box.
News of a facelift for
Audiolab kit reached HFC as
new owners TAG Mclaren
unveiled a relaunched 8000
series and a bid to reposition
the brand into the high end
- we know the rest... We also
assessed the first digital
amp, the TACT Millennium -
a £5,000 super-efficient
techno-wonder, hailed as an
audio revolution. Five years
on and it's still waiting for

some serious competition...

TEN YEARS AGO
Hi-Fi Choice
May 1993

HFC was delighted to take

delivery of SME's new model
20 record player
- £4,000 of
high-end vinyl
replay released
at a time when
CD had taken a
stranglehold.
Regardless, the

verdict was very
ehthusiastic - the SME 20
was the new reference in the
editor's rig. We also reported
on record industry jitters
about the emerging DCC
and MD formats threatening
the corporate coffers. How
awful for the record industry
- wasn'tit $28 million EMI
gave Mariah Carey to stop

singing for them?

SYSTEM BUILDER

EACH MONTH, WE PICK A FAVOURITE DISC AND BUILD A SYSTEM TO SHOW IT AT ITS BEST

CLASSICS

i Prometheus

BEETHOVEN: SYMPHONY NO9
Philharmonia Orchestra, cond. Otto Klemperer emi

By any standards, Klemperer was one of the giants of
symphonic interpretation, and he was nowhere more at
home than in Beethoven’s Ninth. This recording has
inspired generations of music lovers since its appearance
in 1957. At that time, its sound quality (courtesy of
‘dream team’ Walter Legge and Douglas Larter) was truly
demonstration quality — in many ways it still is.

True collectors will want an early stereo LP issue (mint
ones are rare!), but in this latest CD reissue EMI has
scrubbed it up well, eschewing noise reduction and
excessive fiddling. Yes, very high frequencies are not as
bright as modern recordings, but then neither is live
music. And the terrific incisiveness of the Klemperer
sound is there in all its glory. This system will reveal the
unique power and intellect of this stunning performance.

a
m:;.iﬁim 5
EooJeu Shepsn When el

O VH1.COM
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CD PLAYER

Arcam FMJ23T £1,200

An exceptionally refined CD
player, thanks in part to its
dCS-sourced 'Ring DAC'. Its
highly detailed sound and deft
touch gets right to the heart of
the music.

LOUDSPEAKERS

ATC SCM20 SL £2,051

If its well driven, this is a great
speaker for orchestral music, with
extended bass, clear treble and the
resolution to differentiate between the
various instrumental sections tonally,
dynamically and spatially.

AMPLIFIERS
NAD Silver Series $100/ $200 £2,000
Klemperer's musical approach was always
strong on control, and here
you'll need an amp
that can grab a speaker
and drive the nuts off it
- without sacrificing
tonality or detail. The
S200 power amp does
just that while the S100
pre is very transparent.

WEBSITE OF THE MONTH

www.vhl.com

Bet you didn't know that the classic music TV station
Vh1 actually gets more viewers than its ‘new’ music
cousin, MTV? The website is equally popular and an
extremely good resource for finding quality information
on artists. This is the US site, which has more info,
although check the UK pages for useful updates on
forthcoming programming. We particularly like the
Artists A-Z, which offers the latest news and views on a
wide variety of bands. The homepage is always worth a
look as it is updated frequently and tends to feature
the latest acts as well as strong editorial on well
established artists.



GREAT MUSIC FOR HI-FI AUDITIONS

MEGADETH

Cryptic Writings

"You'll need something fast in your
collection to test the transient speed and
musicality of a system. Megadeth's
beautifully produced Cryptic Writings (on
HDCD) is a slick, hard-hitting rock-

mungous piece of work guaranteed to
highlight system weaknesses and test the transparency of any rig. The
jazz-trained guitarists offer a more melodic and structured approach to
songwriting than most metal and it's definitely one to try if you're
seeking sonic thrills from your hi-fi wish list."

Torrin Wilson, via email

What's your favourite disc for hi-fi auditioning? Why not write in and
tell us = 100 words on what and why — we'd love to hear about it. Email
your choice to dan.george@futurenet.co.uk or write in to Classic Demo
Discs, Hi-Fi Choice, Future Publishing, 99 Baker Street, London W1U 6FP.

#8
HANDY HINTS FROM JIMMY HUGHES - HI-FI'S SUPER TWEAKER

Buzzes and rattles

You'd be surprised just how many things in your
listening room buzz and vibrate. In some cases
the effect is so pronounced you can actually hear
it — teacups rattling, furniture resonating,
especially if there's a strong powerful bottom end.
But often the effect is masked because the

: music's louder. Yet unwanted resonance and
vibration still has an effect on sound quality — even if you're not
consciously aware of it as you listen. Those with separate sub-woofers
can try this experiment. Switch off the main speakers and play the subs
on their own, choosing a track with a strong meaty bass line. You should
hear clean, powerful, low frequencies devoid of buzzes and rattles. With
only the subs playing, the source of any sympathetic vibration should be
easy to pinpoint and deal with. With these resonances under control,
the music will sound noticeably cleaner and more transparent.

MUSIC THAT AMUSED US WHILE CREATING THIS ISSUE

T

Public Enemy Nation Of Millions
Rolling Stones Beggars Banquet
The Jayhawks Rainy Day Music
L'il Kim La Bella Mafia

Smog Supper

Goldfrapp Black Cherry

Eliza Carthy Anglicana
Radiohead Hail To The Thief j . -
The Cardigans Long Gone g _:"Z':....’.‘.‘
Before Daylight y i

I TR0

NEW MUSIC inTHESTUDIO

ARTISTS RECENTLY ABSENT FROM THE CUT AND THRUST OF
SHOWBIZ HYPE DUE TO FINISHING THEIR LATEST ALBUMS

Tri E he lives in
w, you know

TRICKY

Vulnerable May

In 1995's Maxinquaye, Bristol's
trip-hop pioneer and one-time
Massive Attack collaborator made
one of the albums of the nineties.
Since then his career has drifted. He's
now relocated to LA and Vulnerable
may be his best since his debut.

STARSAILOR

Title: tbc summer 2003

The follow-up to Starsailor's half-
million selling 2001 debut, Love Is
Here, has already achieved notoriety:
it may be the last album Phil Spector
ever works on, after a female
companion was found dead at his LA
home. Spector only produced two
tracks but the album is said to have a
more upbeat feel than their first.

THE VINES

Title: tbc summer 2003

The Vines' blistering debut Highly
Evolved was recorded in Los Angeles
and they were rewarded with a top
ten album on both sides of the
Atlantic. But the band has returned
home to Australia to complete the
follow-up. Singer Craig Nicholls says
they had enough songs left over for
another album, but he's written more
anyway, including Amnesia, Autumn
Shade 2 and... er, Fuck The World.

THE EAGLES

Title: tbc late 2003

With a reformed Fleetwood Mac
returning in April with a new album,
the only other seventies band to rival
them in sales is also getting in on the
act. The Eagles have been recording
on and off for the past two years for
what will be their first new studio
album since 1979's The Long Run.

- T T - ——

e

“We're surprised how well it has been
going,” says the band's Don Henley.
“There could even be enough
material for two albums.”

THE DANDY WARHOLS

Welcome To The Monkey House
May

The Dandy Warhols had been around
for a decade before they struck it
huge with the Stones-style single,
Bohemian Like You, from their 2000
album, Thirteen Tales From Urban
Bohemia. The follow-up is produced
by the band's Courtney Taylor-Taylor
and ex-Duran Duran man Nick
Rhodes with help from David Bowie's
old producer Tony Visconti. Songs
include Hit Rock Bottom and The last
High, co-written by Evan Dando.

ALSO COMING SOON...
ROCK/ POP

Radiohead Hail To The Thief
(Capitol) June, Super Furry
Animals tbc (Epic) July, Marilyn
Manson Golden Age Of Grotesque
(Polydor) June

JAZZ/ CLASSICAL

Eliane Elias Kissed By Nature (RCA)
May, Ryuichi Sakamoto A Day In
New York (Sony Classical) June,
Christopher O'Reilly True Love
Waits (Sony Classical) June

DVD

28 Days May, Changing Lanes
June, Miles Davis At The Isle Of
Wight June, Six Feet Under June
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Orelle SA100evo stereo amp £1,200

> Orelle is one of those respected
hi-fi names from the past that is
resurfacing this year. However, Orelle is
unique in that it hasn't changed hands
and is still handled by Abbas Hussain,
tireless promoter of the Orelle brand,
even when there were no products to
promote. The SA100evo is the first of
the new range — expect pre/power
amps, tuners, CD players, DVD players,
speakers and more soon.

All have a distinctive rounded
aluminium casing which looks and feels
better than the average square box.
This is not simply aesthetically pleasing,
it forms a part of what Orelle calls its
Critical Acoustic Tune System and is
designed to wick vibrational energy
away from the amplifier circuits which
is said to improve the speed and detail
of the sound. Moreover, the entirely
non-magnetic casework helps to
improve the sound still further by
minimising electromagnetic interaction
and case-bound eddy currents.

AUX 1 AUX 2

Lo
. ©

©
©

Orelle

18 | HI-FI CHOICE | www.hifichoice.co.uk | may 2003

In the SA100evo, all the control
surfaces are off to the far right of the
panel and a small, elegant remote
comes with the integrated amplifier as
standard (a bigger, does-it-all remote is
also available for Orelle system owners,
but this is all you need to drive the
SA100evo). The 80-watt, six input
amplifier has some clever touches under
the lid, such as a symmetrical
pre-driver circuit (called X-Flow),
microprocessor controls that default to
standby when not being operated and
an integrated temperature sensing
system to actively compensate for the
thermal conditions of the output
transformers. That means more accurate
bias current, which in turn means more
accurate sound at all volume levels.

Orelle has always managed to
produce a very clean, detailed sound
and the SA100evo offers no change
there. This is a precise, high-resolution
amp that presents a big, wide and deep
image that is filled with information

(8 ohms, both channels
driven)

© Moving magnet
phono option

© Bi-wirable dual
binding posts

© Preamp output

© Remote control

RIGHT — SPEAKERS —

First tests of essential new
kit from hi-fi's front line

KEY FEATURES

© 80 watts per channel

© six line-level inputs

§.....0

about both the instruments and the
space they are playing in. The sweet,
almost Afro-Cuban melodies of
Orchestra Baobab are remarkably well
defined in a natural soundstage that
calls to mind early 1960s recording
studios. If your speakers have any form
of imaging capabilities, the Orelle will
capitalise on that capability.

This detail is a bit of a double-edged
sword, however. It makes less than
excellent recordings sound a bit thin
and weedy. Video signals especially can
sound bright and crispy, without the
bottom-end confidence a less accurate
amplifier can bestow by default, in
sounding flappy and boomy.

It is not the most rhythmic amplifier

“This is a precise, high-resolution
amp that presents a big, wide
and deep image that is filled

with infermation.”

MAINS IN




for the money, but it is hardly a
sluggard. Play You Can't Always Get
What You Want from the jaw-dropping
new Abkco CD/SACD remaster of the
Stones’ Let It Bleed and the infectious
rhythm is good, but not outstanding.
Information retrieval and stereo
soundstaging are two of the most
important aspects of any true hi-fi
system, and these are what Orelle does
best. It's not for everyone, but for many,
this fidelity and detail will more than
compensate for the slight lack of
rhythmic drive and bottom end heft.
@ Orelle 020 8991 9200
& www.orelle.co.uk

PROTECTION SYSTEM

Even the protection circuitry of the
SA100evo has been thought through.
Instead of sitting in the system at all
times, the protection circuit acts like an
independent adjudicator, sitting at the
sidelines of the audio circuit until the
amp gets into trouble. At that point, the
protection circuit kicks in and keeps the
amp or speakers from damage. Normally
protection systems are in place all the
time - even if benign, they are always
there. No protection system at all would
be a very bad thing, even if it's musically
superior. Orelle’s is a good compromise.

© Arm and cartridge

© Cartridge replaceable

Thorens
TD190-1 turntahle
£290 §

If the manufacturer's name means nothing
to you, you're definitely not part of the 'LP
generation’. From the 1960s-1980s, Thorens was
probably the best-selling turntable brand in
Europe. The TD150 (a precursor, in many ways, of
the Linn Sondek) sold well for years, as did many
of its successors, but the brand seemed to lose its
way in the 1990s and quietly slid off the UK map.
Now, with a new UK distributor and a new range
on offer, the Swiss-based maker is back. Models
range from the £270 TD170 to the tasty-looking
TD850 for a grand, with this one on the second
rung. Construction is the usual particle-board and
pressed metal kind of affair you'd expect at the
price, but neatly and efficiently done with one of
Thorens' good-quality arms and an Ortofon
cartridge pre-fitted. A DC motor and flat belt drive
the pressed metal platter at 33, 45 and 78rpm -
and yes, you can get a 78 stylus for the cartridge!
Set-up takes no time and ease of use scores highly.
Sound is a major step up on the cheapest decks
around, with good (not perfect) speed stability, no
audible rumble, low surface noise and a really nice,
full-bodied sound. It's not the best resolution but
it's never less than listenable and informative. With
Thorens's fabulous reputation for reliability added,
this is a very safe recommendation.
2 FBI Distribution 01482 212213
@ www.thorens.com

EXCLUSIVI

KEY FEATURES
© Automatic operation

© Three speeds
33,45,78

© DC motor: power
supplies available for all
countries

pre-fitted

(standard mounting)

© Spring-loaded down-
force and anti-skating

© Requires phono input
or dedicated head amp
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Myryad MDV 300 DVD player £900 semm

The market for DVD players in
this price category has gone
from ‘competitive’ to ‘red hot' in recent
times. There's now a raft of players that
offer much more for your money than
ever before, so it's worth considering
which connections/formats you might
want in the future and which ones
you'll happily dispense with.

The MDV 300 is a case in point. This
is a dedicated DVD-Video player,
designed with video performance at the
top of the list of priorities. So look
elsewhere if you want to get into DVD-
Audio or Super Audio CD. Likewise if
you want the option of PAL progressive
scan, although the current lack of PAL
progressive monitors makes this not so
much an oversight as a moot point. The
MDYV 300 offers NTSC progressive scan
through component video outputs, as
well as the standard RGB Scart, S-Video
and composite connections.

It also includes a new 32-bit/
135mHz video processor (see panel),
lending the MDV 300 a visual air of
authority and control. Picture quality is
fine when connected through a
standard RGB Scart cable. However, use
the progressive scan connections with a

becvid
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KEY FEATURES |
© Plays DVD-Video,
CD, CD-R/RW, VCD,
SVCD, MP3, WMA and
Kodak Picture CD

© Progressive scan
video output

Component video
outputs

© Built-in 5.1 channel
Dolby Digital and DTS
decoding

© 24-bit/192kHz
audio DAC

10-bit/54kHz
video DAC

© Video equaliser
controls

My-Link bus

vioEo

suitable monitor (and an NTSC DVD)
and the player comes into its own.
Contrast and line definition have a
scintillating precision in Minority
Report, the film's fast-moving scenes
rendered with impressive stability. The
player also offers very dense and solid
blacks ~ it delivers the eerie shadows of
Unbreakable very well indeed.

However, the Myryad's colour balance,
while pleasingly rich and vivid, can be a
little too gaudy at times. The Hobbit
population of Lord Of The Rings is a
little too ruddy-cheeked in comparison
to the more restrained colour balance
of some players. This is easily adjusted,
however, thanks to the MDV 300's
remote-control-adjustable Video EQ
button that allows you to tweak the
picture to taste.

The Myryad has excellent casework
and attractive styling, with a fascia

machined from solid 6.3mm aluminium.

The rigidity of the build clearly
contributes to the stability and control
of the performance, which extends to
its sound quality.

The MDV 300 offers a musical
performance with a very punchy,
muscular bass and vibrant dynamics.

“The MDV 300 offers a musical perfermance with a very punchy,
muscular bass and vibrant dynamics. The bullets-and-a-bassline
lobby scene inThe Matrix, for example, comes over with a fine

degree of control and insight.”
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MDV300 OVD Player

The bullets-and-a-bassline lobby scene
in The Matrix comes over with a fine
degree of control and insight. This
impressive sonic delivery extends to CD
mode where the player exudes a fast
and precise musicality when dealing
with the subtle interplay of Miles
Davis's Big Fun. Some might, however,
find the treble performance a little too
smooth, taking some of the musical
bite from the edgy instrumentation on
The White Stripes' Elephant album.
While the MDV player offers high
levels of performance, it's up against
the stiffest competition in the format's
history. It does its job well but with
rivals offering similar performance but
more features, the MDV 300 doesn't
quite do enough to rise above the
increasingly competitive pack.
@ BBG Distribution 020 8863 9117
& www.myryad.co.uk

~ IMPROVEMENTS

The MDV 300 features a number of
improvements over its predecessor, the

MDV 200. The new player features a
brand new high-quality video processor,
the new Zoran Vaddis V. This 32-
bit/ 135mHz processor is also used in
Arcam's DV88 Plus and delivers pixel-by-
pixel motion adaptive progressive scan.
The musicality of the 300 is due in no
small part to its audio DAC, a Burr-Brown
PCM 1606 6-channel 24-bit/ 192kHz
unit. This enhanced multilevel
delta-sigma converter is superior to that
on the MDV 200. The DAC's multi{evel
operation makes it far more resistant to
clock jitter and other digital errors that
impair audio performance. Myryad has
improved things further by giving this
audio DAC its own individual low-noise
power supply to isolate it from the video
and motor drive circuitry.



EposELS 3
speaker

With a name like ELS you'd be

forgiven for thinking that this
new Epos is an electrostatic, but the
shape and price say different. In fact
this is the least expensive and dinkiest
box to come out of the Epos stable to
date. It's being sold as a multichannel
speaker as well as a stereo one, its
diminutive nature making it a

Two-way, reflex
loaded enclosure

100mm polymer
bass cone in 130mm
chassis

25mm metal
dome tweeter

87dB sensitivity
4 ohm impedance

single wire, plug

convenient choice as a surround or connection only

centre channel. The 25mm tweeter and
130mm woofer are fully shielded so
that they don't upset your telly.

A two-way reflex design like most of
the slightly bulkier competition, it uses
a 100mm polymer cone for mid and
bass duties and hands the higher
frequencies over to a 25mm metal
dome. Ease of load is inevitably a little
more tricky than average (87dB, four
ohm) but most decent integrated amps
or multichannel receivers shouldn't have
a problem getting them going.

It's really very cute, a one-hand lift,
but it doesn't let this fact stand in its
way when it comes to the job in hand.
This is a stonking little speaker that
does far more than you might expect.
Expectation is always tricky with small

4mm banana
plugs supplied

Size (HXWxD):
27x17.5x18.5cm

“It times well and images

beautifully - two factors that

are critical to a convincing
musical experience.”

)

Finish: light and dark
cherry or black ash vinyl

speakers — you're almost
surprised when they are good,
so they have a clear psychological
advantage, one that's fully harnessed
by the likes of Bose with its sat/sub
systems. But we're no strangers to
compact £200 speakers and this one's
a clear winner.

It creates scale and depth of image
with ease — the smaller the cabinet the
easier it is to control, so the music is
wide and deep with instruments
sounding more real as a result. It's also
unusually transparent and coherent —
you can hear right into the mix and the
way the music is delivered is both
fluent and clean.

It even has pretty impressive bass
capabilities, which while unlikely to
shake the furniture will be more than
enough to annoy the neighbours, tracks
like Goldrapp's Brown Paper Bag
coming across in dynamic, deep and
surprisingly tactile form. The voice has
remarkable presence while the keyboard
has something of the hammer dulcimer
about it. There's no shortage of
atmosphere here.

There are limitations to what such a
compact speaker can achieve and this is
most apparent in terms of level — they
harden up if you push the volume too
far. But that's not uncommon with
budget loudspeakers as a whole so
don't judge it too harshly.

What it does with aplomb is time well
and image beautifully - two factors
that are critical to the recreation of a
convincing musical experience. Timing
counts because, well, apart from being

the secret of living, it's fundamental to
music. The rhythm, as Yello once said, is
divine - but only if it's reproduced in a
precise manner. And in terms of
dynamics the Epos pair scores unduly
well for the speakers’ size, helping to
capture a credible sense of music's

life and soul.

What we have here is a new low-cost
speaker with very considerable hi-fi
appeal, and in many respects a genuine
bargain. Some speakers will give you
higher volume without distortion and
others will deliver deeper bass, but few
sound as clean and convincing while
taking up so little precious real estate.
@ Epos 01442 260146
 www.epos-acoustics.com

Epos made its name with a relatively
compact loudspeaker, the ES14 back in
the eighties. The brand, creation of
international speaker designer
extraordinaire Robin Marshall (now with
Harman/ Infinity) has had a turbulent
history. It was purchased by Mordaunt-
Short when it was part of the TGI group
alongside Creek electronics. When TGl
got into difficulties it looked as if it
might be the end of the road but Mike
Creek saw the opportunity to revive the
name and has enjoyed considerable
success with models such as the M12.
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Bluenote A6 speaker £1,099 e

> Italian manufacturer Bluenote is
¥ based in Florence, and the new
A6 floorstander (along with its
standmounting sibling, the A3) is now
available in the UK thanks to

Eminent Audio, the company behind
Croft amplifiers.

Bluenote specialises in a thin-wall
speaker construction, eschewing the
thick baffles and cabinets that some
manufacturers swear by. This also has
the side effect of making this model

__KEY FEATURES
© Two-and-a-half-way
vented box speaker

28mm ferrofluid
silk dome tweeter

Two 13cm treated
paper cone bass/mid
drivers

87db/W/m
sensitivity

8ohm impedance

35Hz-20kHz
frequency response

Size (WxHxD):
19x100x19¢cm

very light for its size. Available in Italian
Walnut or Piano Black lacquers, the
finish on our review pair is attractive.
However, the machining on the front
panel where the drive units are
mounted is quite uneven. At the price
(£1,099 per pair) you'd be forgiven for
expecting more precise craftsmanship.

The A6 utilises a two-and-a-half-way
driver configuration: the two 13cm
main drivers are split so that the upper
unit covers bass and midrange while
the lower is dedicated to bass. Their
cones are of the treated paper variety,
hand-produced by Bluenote to create a
very stiff material. A 28mm ferrofluid
silk dome tweeter completes the
driver complement.

Due to the highly rigid driver
materials, the A6 needs considerable
running in. After around 100 hours of
continuous use, they have a very open
and communicative sound, very
attractive for its sense of acoustic and
instrumental realism. Estonian
composer Arvo Part's Tabula Rasa is
given an excellent airing, with fast
timing and midrange detail imbuing
the recording with a very three-
dimensional soundstage.

This soundstaging is the A6's most
pleasing feature — position a pair
equidistant from your listening position
and with a small degree of toe-in, and
the stereo image it delivers is
intricately detailed and convincing. The
instrumental positioning and ambient
information it digs up from a
recording of Beethoven's String Quartets
is highly impressive.

This insightful midrange makes the
speaker ideal for classical recordings,
while it performs less impressively with
modern dance or rock discs. While its

“The instrumental
positioning and
ambient information
the A6 digs up from a
recording of
Beethoven’s String
Quartets is highly
impressive.”

levels of detail and dynamics mean its
never less than entertaining, a lean
bass performance and uncompromising
treble puts it somewhat at the mercy of
the recording.

According to Eminent Audio,
Bluenote's thin-wall design is
specifically aimed at a very open
performance, as opposed to what it
calls the "over-dampened, strangled
sound” of some speakers. While this
openness is indeed a virtue, the Ab's
treble can at times veer into an
unforgiving, slightly strident quality.
The razor-edged guitars and fizzy
cymbals on The White Stripes' Elephant
album give a rather tiring performance.

The Bluenote A6 has a particular
appeal, and its open and detailed
midrange is commendable. However,
there are significantly better all-
rounders at this price and if you're not
the classical-only type of music fan,
there are better options out there.

@ Eminent Audio 01746 769 156
& www.eminentaudio.co.uk

A DIFFERENT APPROACH

Florence-based company Bluenote is no
blind follower of fashion - the A6's
unusual thin-wall construction and single-

wire terminals are evidence of this. But
the A6's most intriguing idiosyncrasy is
at the bottom of the speaker. There are
no supplied spikes, nor the holes to
mount them, just four small rubber feet.
Those with thick carpets will need to give
this some consideration.

Bluenote also hand builds its own
drivers, using relatively large magnets
and voice coils. Great care is taken to
create rigidity in the diaphragm, which is
why you should expect to run a pair of
A6s in for at least 100 hours before they
reach optimum performance.
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TEAC Distinction Series system

C-1D CD player

After considerable success with

the cut-size Reference Series,
TEAC is back with a new modular range
of hi-fi components - the Distinction
Series. The initial products in the series
are the three you see here, the C-1D CD
player, A-1D stereo amp and T-1D
FM/AM tuner.

While elements of the Distinction
design put us in mind of the 'style-
system' approach of other TEACs, the
Distinction Series components are in
fact full sized hi-fi separates, each one
measuring 435mm in width. This is no
micro system.

Impressively sturdy casework and
attractive aluminium front panels

Should you wish to round the system off
in style, TEAC has the perfect answer, the
RC-L2 universal remote control. The RC-L2
is a very neat touch-screen device
compatible with every component in the
Distinction Series. It has a learning
facility so by punching in the right
manufacturer codes, it can control just
about any other components you have,
such as your TV. Its well-designed user
interface comes courtesy of a large,
backlit, illuminated screen. You can
even load data onto the device from
another RC-L2 or from your PC, for ~3
which a USB port and CD-ROM are e
provided. The RC-L2 adds £120 to
the price of the whole system.

T-10 FM/AM tuner

A-1D amp

create a positive first impression, as do
the large displays on the CD player and
tuner. The tuner also acts as a timer
control for the amp via a single-wire
'power control’ connection.

The A-1D amplifier has line-level
inputs for six separate components, one
of which can be a recordable tape loop
thanks to a pair of accompanying
outputs. It also carries a pair of preamp
outputs, but there is no phono stage for
vinyl junkies.

Taken as a whole, the three units
combine to make for a decent system in
performance. A generally good tonal
balance is immediately evident with
both CD player and tuner, as is the
system’s impressively responsive
approach to the dynamics of Simon
Rattle's take on Stravinsky's Apollo.

The bass performance is precise and
punchy with a CD of Boards Of
Canada's Geogaddi, although some
might find it a bit lean. But partner the
system with speakers that are quite

generous with the bass and the
result is a very strong balance
of weight and punch.

The midrange is open and
detailed. This is also true of the
T-1D tuner, which provides very
clear and stable reception
| throughout the bands, giving a
‘@: very effective airing to stations
. from Jazz FM to Radio One.

However, there is a slightly hard
edge to the upper mid and lower

Three-box
separates system

10mm aluminium
front panels

C-1D: 1-bit DAC

Optical digital
output

A-1D: power rated at
50W/ch into 8 ohms

Headphone output

T-1D: 30 FM/30 AM
station memory

“The system’s
dynamics give it a real
musicality and its
precise timing
provitles a genuine
sense of rhythmic flair
with the scatter-gun
drumming on Miles
Davis’Big Fun album.”

treble frequencies. The system deals
beautifully with the earthy strum of the
first — eponymous — Bob Dylan album,
but the angular guitars on The Strokes'
Is This It are given a slightly unforgiving
treatment. That said, the system's
dynamics give it a real musicality and
its precise timing provides a genuine
sense of rhythmic flair with the
scatter-gun drumming on Miles Davis'
Big Fun album.

The only real downside to the system
is that, affordable though it is, none of
the individual components can match
the class leaders at their particular price
points. ‘Style' issues aside, a CD/amp
combination from the likes of NAD plus
a Pure DRX-701ES digital tuner will get
you a system that, for similar money,
will perform to a higher level. If you're
driven by the aesthetic desire for a one-
make, one-look system, there's a good
argument for the Distinction Series. But
if sound quality is your priority come
what may, the same money can buy
you better performance.

@ TEAC 01923 819630
& www.teac.co.uk
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The Nucleus Micro is different.

A 4" diameter, all metal sphere, available in a choice of eight
colours, Nucleus Micro’s are capable of producing a level of
audio performance that defies their physical dimensions.

When coupled with dedicated subwoofers, their unsurpassed
dynamics and realism take movies and music to another dimension.

The Nucleus Micro is available through our network of approved retailers, a full dealer list can
be found at www.anthonygallo.co.uk or call us on 01555 666 444 to find your nearest stockist.

If you have need of a system that is at once discrete and
‘ ‘ musically engaging, majoring on communication, clarity and
transparency, then look no further. Indeed, if it's the latter
qualities that you prize then the Gallo Micros could be your speaker
of choice regardless of type. Don't confuse these with the six in a
box toys that everybody and their wife seems to be offering these

days. This is a genuine hi-fi speaker. , ,
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ChoiceCuts

This month'’s varied musical morsels

Reviews by Jim Findlay, Alvin Gold, Jason Kennedy, Dave Oliver

NEW MUSIC FORMATS
Eryes REM
AUTOMATIC FOR THE PEOPLE AutomatiF For The People
DVD-Audio
(24748 surround & stereo, DTS & Dolby Digital 5.1)
Warner Brothers
Music: REM's most successful album so far is
not surprisingly their first to make it onto a
high-resolution format. Even if you're not a big
REM fan you will know at least three of the tracks on this classic 1992
album. The hits include Everybody Hurts, Man On The Moon and Drive
alongside nine other bittersweet tracks that are replete with acoustic
instrumentation and emotional undertow. In many ways this was the album
that marked the point at which REM came of age and established themselves
in the world at large. The point at which Green enthusiasts like myself began
to lose interest!
Sound: It sounds gorgeous and was clearly a very good recording from the
start. Some may blanche at the placement of instruments in rear channels
but the holographic transparency is welcome and a great example of the
advantages of high resolution audio. JK

DVORAK: SLAVONIC DANCES
Budapest Festival Orchestra, Ivan Fischer
(conductor)

SACD

(multichannel SACD plus stereo CD layer)

Philips 470 601-2

Music: The Slavonic Dances were originally
composed for two pianos and subsequently
orchestrated, brilliantly it should be said. The deservedly popular Dances are
generically Slavian, full of dancing rhythms and pointed melodies, though
the origin of most of the tunes has never been uncovered. There are more
versions of this work than you can shake a baton at, but this account from
Ivan Fischer and the Budapest players is particularly strong, with committed,
incisive playing and a truly idiomatic pulse. Great stuff, and pure enjoyment
throughout.

Sound: Although not a great recording, this is a very good one, which is both
highly detailed yet pungent, with a well proportioned multichannel mix
which envelops the listener while providing reasonably natural stereo
perspectives. EH3E3E . DO

Budapestif eatival Orchasira

DVD: THE CINEMA SELECTION

Because these days hi-fi doesn't just mean music
8 MILE

Universal

Film: The man still known to his mum as Marshall
Mathers |11 scores his first leading role in this bleak
portrait of Detroit's hip-hop underground. Eminem
draws heavily on his own experience to play Jimmy
‘Rabbit’ Smith, a wannabe MC pitted against local
hoods in a struggle to rap his way out of poverty.
And a pretty convincing job he makes of it, too - his
performance didn't trouble the Academy, but he has a
watchable charisma and the verbal jousting is
absolutely breathtaking. A gritty, occasionally
unpleasant but ultimately uplifting film.
Sound and vision: It's difficult to assess the picture quality, as 8 Mile is a
deliberately grainy film, but the effect is suitably engrossing. DTS oversees
the sounds and while you'll be looking to your main and centre speakers for
most of the action, the abundant music is clear as a bell. JF

CD AND VINYL

CANTUS

mRaa aw

CANTUS

...Against The Dying Of The Light
Cantus Recordings

Music: Cantus is an 11-strong male
voice vocal ensemble based in
Minnesota, and this collection includes
mostly unaccompanied compositions
from eleven composers, from Sibelius
to Pablo Casals, from Schubert to
Debussy. The performances are superb,
but what surprises is that the
programme hangs together in a
coherent way, following what Cantus
describe as a “musical and poetic
progression from grief and sorrow to
consolation and joy".
Sound: This is an absolutely top-flight,
reference-class recording, engineered
by John Atkinson of Stereophile fame.
The lively nature of the recording
acoustic, a chapel in Faribault, MN, has
been tamed by the skin of its teeth,
producing a remarkably vivid sense of
presence and scale. AG

SAVINA YANNATOU

Terra Nostra

ECM

Music: This powerful combination of
traditional Greek folk music and jazz
probably shouldn't work on paper, but
in reality it's spellbinding. Making her
name with classical music, Yannatou
has experimented with folk musics
from all around the Mediterranean and
Balkan regions, but this is no worthy
exhumation of dying traditions. The
players in her band breathe new life
into the sometimes ancient rhythms,
giving their leader room to soar with a
technique that's awesome, but never
merely grandstanding.
Sound: Though recorded live in
Athens, the sound is pristine, with
equal attention given to all the
acoustic instruments, and the audience
not even apparent (until the rapturous
applause at the end). DO

ANI DIFRANCO

Evolve

Righteous Babe

Music: The punk folkie from Buffalo,
New York has come away from her
purely solo guitar and righteous
hollerings of her 1989 debut. The
acoustic guitar is still there, and the
impassioned vocals, but now she's
augmented the previously spartan
arrangements with a band (occasional
bass and drums, keyboards, even some
horns and vocal effects) to fill out her
often angry, always passionate
examinations of sexual and national
politics. The extra instruments add to
the effect, but never get in the way of
what Ani does best — giving it loads
from the heart.

Sound: Ani's vocals and guitar are
pushed well to the fore, as they should
be, but the overall mix sounds a bit
unnecessarily compressed in places.
DO

THE WHITE STRIPES

Elephant

Xt

Music: Surely the most over-hyped
album of the year, the Stripes’ latest
bark 'n" yelp fest won't disappoint fans,
but they're the luckiest band in the
world to have got so far with so little.
It's carefully marketed, contrived blues
lite, not lacking in energy, for sure, but
strangely devoid of passion. As rock 'n’
roll, Jack White's pubescent screech is
closer to Ricky Nelson than Little
Richard and if Meg's blasé vocal on In
The Cold, Cold Night is the album’s
high point, the sad pub rock stumble
through I Just Don't Know What To Do
With Myself is its lowest, driving home
their hamfisted lack of soul.
Sound: Deliberately low-fi, it's meant
to be abrasive, but a bright system
won't help you appreciate the album'’s
top-heavy overtones. F3E3Es DO
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The Durutti Column

This year Vini Reilly, aka The Durutti Column, releases his 20th album of subtly
magnificent guitarchitecture, and tells us why he still loves MiniDisc

he story has been told often but it's worth repeating. On 24 January

1978 Granada TV's Anthony Wilson was told by his accountant that

he'd never make great money as a presenter. The same day he called
his friend Vini Reilly and asked him to play guitar with a Manchester
group called The Durutti Column (named after the anarchist faction in
the Spanish Civil War led by Buenaventura Durutti). When the group
disintegrated around him, Vini was left solo — but he kept the name.

Schooled in classical music, blues and jazz, Reilly was an extraordinary
musician and his ironically titled first album The Return Of The Durutti
Column was an Impressionistic masterpiece. His gently echoing

HFC: You released the very
first CD-only album, Domo
Arigato (FACD 144, 1985),
which appeared two months before
Eno's Thursday Afternoon disc, right?
VR: It was great and it was Tony Wilson's
idea except it was a really bad album.
Tony decided he would mix and produce
the album in a mobile studio in the
middle of Tokyo at three o'clock in the

www.hifichoice.co.uk | may 2003

guitar glissandos would go on to grace twenty albums over the next
23 years including the latest, Someone Else’s Party. Reilly has
always been quick to embrace new technology and, perhaps
remarkably, he's the artist behind the first CD-only release and the
first DAT-only release, as well as embracing such formats as the
three-inch CD single, CD-ROM and five-inch CD-Video.

morning. Now Tony doesn't know how to
use a mixing desk. So all the natural
reverb and warmth of every instrument
was killed dead. When it came out we got
a lot of publicity from the CD angle. But |
was afraid people would ascribe the
sound to CD as it came out flat, dull and
lifeless. Remember these were the days
when people thought that after ten plays
the music on CD would vanish forever!

You also released the first-ever DAT
album, The Guitar And Other
Machines (FACT 204D, 1987). What
was it like to do that?

It didn't get us very far at all because it
was so tiny that the record stores
couldn't really display it! It really had
very little impact with the public at the
time though all the magazines went
crazy for it. It had a huge impact on
journalists and people coming to
Manchester to hear the album on DAT,
but outside the media it had no effect!

In your catalogue there are numerous
strange formats like Flexidisc, three-
inch CD single, CD-ROM and CD-Video.
SACD and DVD-Audio are now making
their presence felt - which is your
favourite format?

MiniDisc! It's just so easy it's fantastic. |
notice we're doing this interview on
MiniDisc (in a Sony MD Walkman MZ-
R37, since you're wondering - Ed).
People talk about the quality of the
sound and in the end you might as well
listen to the music. It sounds good
enough to me. | MD tons of stuff off the
radio. | use it all the time in my music for



rough mixes, backing tracks and stuff. |
especially like radio quality and use the
MD recordings on my eight-track or to
make sound loops on the computer as
backing tracks. | also use MD for
archiving stuff off my old falling apart
cassettes and for Bollywood soundtracks
which | tend to get in bulk but only have
about half a dozen tracks worth keeping.
MD s just so easy to compile and use,
and it's portable too. A great format.

If you were to choose a couple of
albums from your catalogue to
re-release on SACD or DVD-Audio,
which would they be?

The Guitar And Other Machines and Vini
Reilly from the late 1980s as they were
engineered by Stephen Street who is an
engineer par excellence. He's just so
good with sound, particularly the vocal
samples on Vini Reilly.

Over the last five years you've slowly
become independent since your break
with Tony Wilson and Factory Records.

Ballad of a thin man...
Despite his increased profile
since appearing in 24 Hour
Party People, Vini Reilly is
unlikely to let success go to
his waistline.

Yet you've still produced good albums
like Rebellion (Artful, 2001) and The
Return Of The Sporadic Recordings
(Kookydisc, 2002). And now you've
come up with Someone Else’s Party, a
melancholic dedication to your mother
who died during its making.

It's taken me a long time to get over
that. When Factory was sold to London
Records, Tony sort of lost the plot. There
were a lot of taxes and stuff, unpaid bills
etc. | eventually lost my home but in
terms of the music | was working in bits
and pieces. | bought an eight-track
portastudio for £400 and made
Rebellion with that. | met this guy called
Laurie Laptop who had equipment in his
cellar and he did some loops and
samples which we made into rhythm
tracks. Then | put them onto eight-track
and did Someone Else’s Party with
them. The ‘bass drum’ on that is me
hitting a book near a mike. The 'hi-hat’
is me rustling a piece of paper through
an effects unit. The bass is an old

bass xylophone.

“Tony mixed the album in a mobile
studio in Tokyo at 3am. But he didn’t
know how to use a mixing desk...”

In town

If you were asked to put a piece of
music on the best hi-fi system ever
built, what would it be?

Tomorrow Never Knows by the Beatles.
The rhythm track on its own is just
bizarre. It's mad, it's fantastic and it's
transcendent all at the same time. It's
like an LSD trip in sound for three
magical minutes. It's wild and
altogether beautiful.

Who's your standout favourite
musician of all time?
Jimi Hendrix, the Einstein of the guitar.

What do you listen to music on and
what's your sound system of choice?

I listen to music on a small Bose system
in my girlfriend’s kitchen through two
tiny speakers and a subwoofer in a pot
cupboard! While my favourite system of
all time is a Sony portable DAT player
through a pair of Sennheiser DT-990s.
DAT is the very best sound ever and
when I'm in the studio | use it to listen
to mixes. | remember listening to Vini
Reilly in the studio on DAT through a
pair of Beyer headphones in 1989 and it
sounded exactly as | made it. You can't
get better than DAT. Nothing else,
including CD, comes near. ®
www.fullfill.co.uk
www.thedurutticolumn.com

INTERVIEW - Mark Prendergast The nll"ltti l:ﬂlumn Mm Inte"iew -

L 4

THE RETURN OF
THE DURUTTI
COLUMN

Vini's ‘anarchic
gesture’ debut was
bathed in
tranquillity. Sketch
For Summer is pure
hazy psychedelia.

LC

Vini's second
album has some of
the best-sounding
guitar playing on
disc. Sketch For
Dawn and Never
Known and are
aural heaven.

THE DURUTTLS

VINI REILLY

Reilly at his most
sophisticated with
Stephen Street at
the controls.
Brilliant use of
vocal samples and
multi-layered
quitar parts.
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MUSIC SERVER DH8300

Mt

Menu

Marantl DH9300 music server
ﬂplls multi-room kit

Piping music stored on hard disk around your house could certainly solve
your CD storage problems. But will it sound good enough?

If the long-awaited convergence between

audio, home entertainment and PC

technology is still looking for fertile
ground, then products like Marantz's DH9300
music server and the Opus multi-room
distribution system may well represent the green
shoots of one possible future. Up until recently,
mass media storage typically involved large and
cumbersome multi-CD playback systems, the
jukeboxes of the digital age. Delivering

MAFANTZ DH3300 FHEQUENCY RESPONSE_ UNCOMPRESSED PCM va

uncompressed audio from an embedded PC hard
drive (HDD) clearly represents a more compact
solution, but only when this solution is
integrated into an existing multi-room package
does it realise its full potential.

Opus Technologies had already signed up with
Marantz to distribute its products in the US and
Europe. So, when Marantz announced the
development of its HDD server, the idea to
provide a direct link to Opus's Text Interface was

[meacsome ©WiLLER AuDIO |

<< RELATIVE AMPLITUDE »

While recording with increased compression (red
trace) does not significantly increase noise or
distortion, it does progressively limit the available
high-frequency response.
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<< JITTER FREQUENCY >>

Jitter is low enough at 450psec with uncompressed
recordings (black trace) regardless of whether one
or four outputs are driven. However, digital jitter
does increase to a debilitating 8,000psec with
compressed recordings.

bom. Together, Marantz's £2,509 music server
with its ability to deliver four independent stereo
channels and the £1,645 Opus MCU500 Master
Control Unit with its capacity to control four
separate zones (or rooms) plus four additional
‘sub-zones', make for a compelling package
(though you'll need to factor in amps, speakers,
keypads, wiring and fitting, which in a four-zone
set-up could add a further £3,000 plus). Both
products use new technologies to solve the
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This plot shows the 2nd and 3rd harmonic
distortions associated with a recorded 20kHz
signal. Below average digital filtering leaves an
obvious stopband image, but it’s the ‘grassy’
looking noise that may have the biggest impact.




review - rau witer TAFANtZ music server & Opus multi-room kit

M ORDAUNT-SHORT

problems of piping high-quality audio around
the home, and rely on a system-wide synergy to
exceed the sum of each manufacturer's parts.

MARANTZ DH9300 MUSIC SERVER
Because data can be pulled off an HDD at far
higher rates than is actually required for CD-
quality audio, a single HDD can furnish multiple
stereo outputs with independent volume control
and musical selection. Marantz's DH9300 server
offers four such audio outputs driven from a
single 80Gb drive, sufficient to hold 115 hours of
uncompressed CD audio (increasing to 517, 860
and 1,290 hours with 320kbps, 192kbps and
128kbps compressed data rates, respectively). The
zone 1 output is available as either S/PDIF
digital or analogue while the other three zones
are serviced in analogue form only.

It's possible to make HDD recordings via the
server's analogue and digital inputs, but most
users will rip directly from CD using the built-in
drive at up to 3x normal speed. Once a disc is
loaded, the record process is managed either by

ik Settings Menu

The Settings Menu allows you to set up or defer the
DH9300's internet account, register the product on
Marantz's customer site and define important
system information.

the ‘action’ and ‘navigation' buttons on the
player itself or, preferably, by viewing the
onscreen display on a video screen via one of its
various S-Type, composite and VGA video
outputs. Before recording begins, it's possible to
select or omit individual tracks from the CD and
define the recording mode — more compression
equals longer record times but reduced quality.
If you really need to store 100+ CDs for instant
access, then the 320kbps record mode is the
best option. Increased compression does not
significantly affect audible noise or harmonic
distortion but very high frequencies are lost and
causes a significant increase in digital jitter - a
particularly insidious form of distortion.
Uncompressed recording yields the best sonic

The recording quality option on the Settings Menu
brings you here, where one of four bit rates may be
selected. The higher the compression, the lower the
bit rate and the more CDs that can be stored.

STORE

results and there's no deterioration in
performance with all four outputs driven
simultaneously, even with different material.
Once selected tracks are recorded, the
DH9300 can connect to the Gracenote CDDB
Music Recognition Service via its 56k internal
modem or Ethernet port to download album and
track title information plus artist name and
genre for the disc. If you leave the DH9300
unconnected or abort the internet connection
process, then you can choose to manually
annotate the pre-numbered tracks and album
titles. This is pretty vital if you then want to
browse your collection by name, artist or genre
from the on-screen 'library’ where it's also
possible to create and edit personalised playlists.

i Library

The Library page allows you to view and select from
your recordings by album title, artist or genre, for
example. Personalised playlists can also be created
and edited from this page.
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~ OPUS TECHNOLOGIES
MULTI-ROOM SOLUTION

The £1,645 MCUS00 is the hub of Opus's
multi-room system, with inputs for five separate
audio sources plus a built-in RDS tuner and four
independently configurable zone outlets that
travel into the house via Opus's BTC1 cable. In
addition, each zone can have a 'local’ source
such as PlayStation in one bedroom, a DVD
player in another and a PC in the study. An
MCUS500 can cater for four main rooms, each
with an associated sub-zone, if required. This
brings the room tally to eight with the option to
increase this by cascading multiple MCUSQOs.

Each room or zone requires its own £212
WCUS00 keypad that's typically wall-mounted
into UK or US J-style back boxes. These elegant
keypads include a back-lit LC status display and
buttons with matching illumination and, of
course, can be supplied in a variety of colours
(including white, black, brass and chrome
effects) to suit your décor.

These keypads communicate with the
MCUSO00 through the BTC1 cabling and are
either addressed manually or via Opus's own £71
SRCS500 system remote or £141 LRC500
learning remote with its touch-screen interface.
Separate AV, CD, DVD or satellite sources, for
example, that are connected t