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Hi-Fi Choice is your essential guide to audio 

excellence in the home, from vinyl records to the 

latest digital music formats. For 28 years, our unique 

tests have brought you the most thorough and reliable hi-fi 

journal around. And our mix of rigorous group tests and in-depth 

solo reviews continues to ensure that HFC is the magazine you 

can trust. Published 13 times a year, it's the smarter hi-fi read ... 
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TWEETER TWEAKING 
� Way back in Y2K, Tannoy surprised everyone. 

'O First by introducing a costly 'SuperTweeter', 

and then more importantly by scoring a 

considerable commercial hit with it. Although the 

need to extend output an octave or more above the 

audio band remains controversial, other brands such 

as KEF, Neat Acoustics and Townshend Audio have 

also responded. 

However, two leading hi-fi speaker brands, B&W 

andFocal-JMlab, have both rejected the 'add-on' 

super-tweeter approach. Both validly point out the 

difficulty of integrating such a device with a normal 

tweeter, and instead are focusing their attentions 

on extending the bandwidth of 'normal' tweeters. 

B&W has successfully extended the bandwidth of 

its 'Nautilus' alloy dome by improving its motor 

drive and mechanical integrity. Meanwhile, 

Focal-JMlab has gone one step further with a new 

wide-band tweeter using a pure beryllium 

diaphragm (pictured), with a very high stiffness-to­

weight ratio and good self-damping. 

HI-FI MEETS 
THE PC 

� PC/ home audio 

'O convergence continued 

to evolve in 2003, with hard 

disk storage making further 

inroads from the desk to the 

living room. Yamaha and 

Cyrus (LinkServer, above) 

have recently joined pioneers 

like lmerge with hard disk­

based multi-room products, 

and more are set to follow. 

Meanwhile, people are now 

paying to download music, 

the influence of Apple's iPod 

player and iTunes service 

moving things on apace. The 

Media Centre Edition of 

Microsoft's Windows 

continues to point the way -

direct digital music 

distribution is here to stay_. 

Other examples also exist, including the pure 

diamond diaphragm in the Accuton 02 20-6, from 

German driver specialist Thiel & Partner, which 

claims a bandwidth which goes up to lOOkHz, and 

further developments may be confidently predicted. 
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CD'S LAST STAND? 
� In an era of multi-format disc players, a dedicated CD 

'O player is still the best thing to play your CDs on. The 

format has the best software support/sound quality ratio going 

and the only serious competition in popularity-terms comes from 

MP3, so if sound quality is an issue it remains unbeatable. DVD­

Audio and SACD may have the sonic advantage but the catalogue 

is still less than one per cent of that for CD. At least for now ... 

This year, new format competition has forced CD player designers 

to come up with new ideas. The Resolution Audio Opus 21 

(pictured right and reviewed in HFC 244) is a two-boxer with a 

difference - transport and DAC in one case with the power supply, 

display and so on in another. One-boxers have been getting more 

impressive too - Meridian's stunning 507 defines precision and we 

can't wait to hear its new G08, while Classe's CDP- 10 brings high-end 

refinement to a bigger audience at a very competitive £1,599. It's 

also been a good year for standalone DACs, which are enjoying a 

renaissance thanks to the upsampling trend. Notable examples from 

Chord Electronics, Musical Fidelity and Nagra are setting the pace. 

HI-RES LINKAGE 
� 2003 was the year when 

'O the high-res multichannel 

formats finally got a digital 

connection standard. i.Link, or 

FireWire, is a single cable which 

replaces six analogue interconnects 

and features a clock link to 

minimise jitter. So far only Sony 

and Pioneer (DV-757 Ai universal 

DVD player and VSA-AXSi receiver 

pictured) have released 

i.Linkable products but 

Marantz and Yamaha 

have annou need that 

they will soon follow suit. 

As with any new 

standard the future is 

still not clear. For a start 

there's an alternative 

called HDMi, a sort of 

VINYL REVIVAL 

� Vinyl's mini­

'O renaissance 

has continued 

through 2003. Some 

of this stems from the 

format's unquenchable popularity 

among the dance/DJ fraternity, 

but vinyl's following in hi-fi circles 

remains solid, with 'audiophile'­

standard pressings available on the 

high street and many still revelling 

in the format's tactile quality in the 

face of a complex digital world. 

Hi-fi manufacturers have been 

meeting this demand with a 

plethora of new decks. Some are 

priced almost as impulse 

21 st Century SCART that is likely 

to find favour as it caters for digital 

audio and video - you'll find it on 

next yea(s Pioneer DV-868AVi 

universal player and the latest 

Meridians. Then there's DVi, a pure 

video digital interface that is now 

appearing on plasma TVs and has 

a strong base in computing circles. 

purchases, like 

Pro-Ject's £210 l Xpression 

(pictured). Others, like Roksan's 

TMS 2 and Musical Fidelity's Ml 

are much more costly. But the 

hottest price point seems to be 

around £1,000, with Avid, 

Clearaudio, Michelle, Origin Live, 

Nottingham Analogue and Roksan 

all vying for a slice of the action. 

HARD TIMES FOR HI-FI 
� It has been a turbulent year for the hi-fi industry. The 

'Cl Iraq war undermined demand in the early months and 

trends toward multi-room at one end of the market and MP3 at 

the other have led to some serious downsizing. TAG Mclaren is 

now concentrating purely on home cinema and both Denon and 

Marantz lost their independence to a Japanese holdings 

company. Yamaha reported a loss for the first time in 100 

years and even Arcam had to cut 20 jobs. Meanwhile, Kenwood 

pulled out of audio all together. 

In North America, Harman shut down its Madrigal facility 

where Mark Levinson, Proceed and Revel products were built 

and moved production to the lexicon and JBL factories. 

Having sold NHT and Rockford, Recoton filed for bankruptcy 

leaving the future of several brands in doubt, including Heco, 

Jensen and Acoustic Research (AR) among others. 

awards 2003 I HI-FI CHOICE 
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MUSCLE AMPS 
ON THE MAKE 
� Muscle power amps capable of driving everything short of the Paris shuttle are 

'O in vogue again. You can blame a renewed interest in massive high-grade 

speakers that need complete control and consistent behaviour over a wide bandwidth 

for this. Sitting pretty at the top of the market is Krell with its Full Power Balanced 

series, which in the stereo range extends to £15,000 for the immense 700-watt FPB 

700cx (reviewed in HFC 234). 

Mark Levinson should be a natural foil for Krell, but is currently suffering from a 

rather chaotic reorganisation of its business. On the other hand, we can soon expect 

some high-class newcomers from Canadian specialist Classe, following B&W's 

takeover of the brand. Other prominent names in the high-power game include Karan 

Acoustics with the 450-watt KA-5450, the first-ever Premier series solid state amp 

from Conrad-Johnson, the 350, and Musical Fidelity's three-box kW amp, which as its 

name suggests delivers a full kilowatt per channel. But the most extraordinary amp of 

all comes from Australian brand Halcro - the unfeasibly expensive dm68 monoblock 

(pictured right), priced at £26,600 per pair and reviewed in HFC 243. 

Hl·FI CHOICE awards 2003 

GREAT UNIVERSALS 
� Mainstream manufacturers 

'O can barely give basic 

DVD-Video players away now that 

you can buy no-name equivalents 

in your local supermarket for £40. 

But the technology is on the move, 

and these very companies that 

have lost out on entry-level models 

can't lay their hands on enough of 

their immensely flexible 'universal' 

players, compatible with both 

DVD-Audio and SACD alongside 

CD and DVD-Video. In a maturing 

environment, there is increasing 

interest in models like 

the Denon DVD-2900 

(right), and upmarket 

players like Marantz's 

DV-1252 an Linn's 

Unidisk models. Nairn is about to 

release a DVD player that can be 

upgraded to SACD or DVD-Audio 

(but not both), and Primare has 

launched its first universal player. 

But the goalposts are being 

moved by models like Pioneer's 

DV-757Ai, which also includes an 

i.Link digital interface. Even 

without this, the performance of 

premium DVD-Audio/Video 

players like Arcam's DV27 A when 

playing CDs has come a long way 

since DVD was first launched. 

liiiilliiiilliiilliiil 
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� HIGH-RES AUDIO 
� GROWING FAST 

� In some cases it is easier and more instructive to look at 

'O what didn't happen this year than what did. What didn't 

happen, save for a handful of decent releases mainly from 

Warner, was DVD-Audio. SACD meanwhile has been making hay 

with the Bob Dylan and Rolling Stones back catalogues, 

reissued as hybrid SACD. But not all is as it seems. On the whole 

they are not selling because of their high-res multichannel 

sound. They're being purchased primarily for their qualities as 

remastered CDs, and they are racked alongside other CDs 

without even being clearly labelled as SACDs. Meanwhile, the 

established music retailers like HMV and Virgin are looking 

increasingly like outposts for the Hollywood machine. But there 

are finally signs that the record industry is beginning to wake 

up to the power of DVD-Video and DVD-Audio, so expect some 

action over the next year, especially when Warner starts 

releasing its promised hybrid DVD/ CD discs early in 2004. 
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BRUISER LOUDSPEAKERS 
le:'.\ Big, money-no-object loudspeakers 

\0 have always been attractive, and not 

just to loudspeaker manufacturers who are 

anxious to let the world know what they can 

do. This year, however, has been a classic by 

any standards, coincidentally following a 

year in which B&W made good with the 

Nautilus 800. First Focal-JMlab laid down a 

marker with its new £45,000 flagship 

speaker - the outstanding beryllium 

tweeter-equipped Grande Utopia Be. Then 

another major name in the French 

loudspeaker manufacturing pantheon, 

Triangle, chimed in with its impressively tall 

and slender £20,000 Magellan {pictured 

right). And last but certainly not least, 

Wilson-Benesch has launched the ACT 

{Advanced Composite Technology) Silver at 

a comparatively reasonable {in this 

company, at any rate) £8,400. This model 

makes extensive use of carbon fibre, and its 

welded internal structure makes it one of 

the few designs that can boast of being 

assembled by a welder. 

In the real world of course, very few 

people are going to have worry about where 

they're going to have to shift their furniture 

to accommodate speakers such as these in 

their homes. But a larger number will benefit 

indirectly from the technology and expertise 

that trickles down into more affordable 

speakers, including models like Focal-JMlab's 

Alto Utopia Be (reviewed last month), the 

next step down from the flagship Grande. 

PURE -'•!:!'? 
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DAB MARCHES ON 
le:'.\ Digital radio has continued 

\0 its gradual penetration of 

the mainstream consciousness, 

with active DAB marketing 

campaigns and an increasing 

range of nicely designed, 

well-priced kit. A number of new 

names touting portable DAB 

radios have sprung up this year, 

while brands like Cambidge and 

DAB-pioneer Pure Digital have 

done brisk business with their 

tuners (Pure's DRX-702 is pictured 

above). Meanwhile, the news that 

Asda is now stocking DAB tuners 

in ten of its larger stores could 

start a trend that sees DAB radios 

10 HI-FI CHOICE awards 2003 

on UK supermarket shelves next 

to £40 DVD players. 

Broadcast coverage is improving 

too - the BBC switched on more 

new DAB transmitters last month 

and aims to achieve 85 per cent 

coverage in the UK by mid-2004, 

while digital radio via cable and 

satellite TV services and even the 

internet has increased the 

penetration of digital audio 

broadcasting in the home. New 

features like rewind and record 

are expected on DAB sets next 

year, but sadly broadcast bit-rates 

show little sign of improving on 

the current average of l30Kbps. 

DIGITAL AMPLIFICATION 

CREEPS FORWARD 

le:'.\ Digital amplification has been bubbling under for some 

\0 years now, but has so far stubbornly failed to make the 

impact it promised on the hi-fi scene. Sony and others make 

low-cost integrated systems incorporating digital amps, with 
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This month's varied musical morsels 
Reviews by Alvin Cold, Jason Kennedy, Shaun Marin, Dave Oliver, 
Mark Prendergast, Phil Strongman, Nigel Williamson 

Snowstorm 

Music: Isobel Campbell played cello 

with shambling indie iconoclasts Belle 

& Sebastian before branching out with 

her own brand of fey, sweet, fine-toned 

pop. Eschewing guitars for the most 

part in favour of a sixties French 

pop-style palette of strings, flutes, 

muted horns, and accordion, it's never 
deep or difficult, but often beautiful. 

The sense of an artist stretching her 

wings is obvious, and perhaps there 

are one too many attempts to show 

her range - the ragtime swing of The 
Cat's Pyjamas sits uneasily with the 

imaginary Parisian spring mood of the 

rest of the album. **** 

Sound: As with much of her old band's 

material, the 'fi' is less than 'hi', but it 

does possess a cosy warmth that's 

much in keeping with the mood. 

***DO 

THE BYRDS 
Sweetheart OfThe Rodeo (Deluxe) 

Columbia Legacy 

Music: One of the most influential 

records in rock history was a product 

of Roger Mcguinn's dreams of 

Americana and Gram Parsons' 

distillation of pure American country. 

Recorded in Nashville in Spring of 

1968 and glistening with pedal-steel 

guitar, banjo, fiddle and honky-tonk 

piano, the most remarkable thing 
about the album was the songs. Dylan, 

Woody Guthrie and Merle Haggard 

populate a roster which speaks wisely 

of the lives of pilgrims and prisoners, 

sinners and seekers. This two-CD 

re-issue comes with 14 unreleased 

tracks, and a booklet full of rare 

photos and info. ***** 

Sound: Vic Anesini's Super-Bit 

Mapping process allows the acoustic 

instrumentation to shine through like 

never before. ***** MP 

Music: Ghazal consists of grown-up child 

prodigies Shujaat Husain Khan (sitar, vocals) 

and Kayhan Kalhor (kamancheh, a sort of 

Persian fiddle) along with relative youngster 

Sandeep Das on tabla. The group's usual 

method is to build improvisations out of traditional ragas and modes from the 

classical Indian and Persian repertoire, taking them where they will, which can 

be quite a journey - there are just three tracks on this 53-minute album, each 

of them running the gamut from peaceful evocation to intense, passionate 

virtuosic pyrotechnics. The two main instruments complement each other 

surprisingly well, the jangling tones of the sitar counterpointed by the soaring, 

evocative sighs and elastic tone of the kamancheh. ***** 
Sound: This performance was recorded in a concert hall, but could have been 

a cathedral such is the clarity and presence of the instruments. *****DO 

THE BEATLES 
Let It Be - Naked 

Par1ophone 

Music: Let It Be was never the farewell 

album the Beatles deserved. Now 33 

years later, McCartney and Starr have 

refashioned it to give us the back-to­

basics album the band intended 

before producer Phil Spector got hold 

of it. The orchestration, choirs and 
effects have been removed to leave the 

Beatles playing like a proper band 
again. The Long And Winding Rood is 

transformed without the schmaltzy 

strings, Lennon's Don't Let Me Down 
has been added and the running order 

improved. Now Let It Be sounds like 

the coherent album it never did at the 

time.***** 

Sound: Spector might be the world's 

most legendary record producer, but 

this stripped-back reinvention of the 

album suggests that he did the 

Beatles no favours. ***** NW 

VARIOUS 
California Cool Club Cuts 

Giant Steps Records 

Music: This mid-price offering -

compiled by jazz guru Roy Carr - is 

billed as "The Ultimate Chill Out" 

album which isn't a bad description, 

though the word "Fifties" should 

probably be in there since all these 

jazzy, laid-back choons were laid down 

between 1949 and 1960. T-Bone 

Walker's bluesy Life's Too Short is 

probably the best of a bright bunch 

but Nat King Cole, Johnny Otis and 

Slim Gaillard are all in there too. End 

the week in style. **** 

Sound: Despite the hiss that's audible 

on a couple of tracks, this is a 

testimony to the sound engineers of 

yesteryear. How briskly direct those 

three-track vocals were, all you needed 

to hear and no more. 

***PS 



THIS MONTH'S CLASSIC HI-FI TEST DISC "This 1s modem classic JOll" 

EST ESBJORN SVENSSON TRIO Strange Place For Snow ACT w 

Music: EST's 2002 album combines groove oriented 

keyboard work with tight but imaginative drums and 

double bass to tremendous effect. The piano is similar 

while others indulge the pleasure of a good riff, the 

players working around the beat without letting it get 

away. This is modern classic jazz - not heavy, but always 

to Keith Jarrett at his more disciplined, and there's 

always a hint of Svensson's hero Thelonius Monk to keep 

the pace just so. Dan Berglund's bass is never lazy, 

driving each tune with power and grace. There is plenty 

of variety from tune to tune, some are atmospheric 

interesting. ***** 
Sound: Made up of largely acoustic instruments, this is 

a fine recording with a lot of fine detail to pick out and 

it easily sorts the great form the good in hardware 

terms. ***** JK 

RYAN ADAMS 
Love Is Hell Parts One & Two 
Lost Highway 

Music: Rock 'N' Roll, the bombastic 'official' 

new album from Ryan Adams which has 

received mixed reviews, wasn't the record he 

originally wanted to release. But his record 

company rejected his first offering, Love Is Hell, 

as 'too dark'. After threats of legal action, they've now reluctantly agreed to 

issue its 18 songs spread across two EPs. The good news for fans of the lyrical 
style Adams developed on the acclaimed Heartbreaker is that Love Is Hell is a 

partial return to that album's memorable bitter-sweet aesthetic. The songs are 

cracking, Adams sounds suitably torn-and-frayed and Lost Highway must have 

been mad not to have recognised its quality. **** 
Sound: Assisted by former Smiths producer John Porter, the guitars sparkle, 

while Adams' often spooky vocals echo atmospherically around the mix, 

especially on a magnificently improbable acoustic cover of Oasis's Wonderwall. 

****NW 

ARNOLD BAX 
Symphony No 7, Tintagel 

David Lloyd-Jones (conductor) Royal 

Scottish National Orchestra 

Naxos 8.SS714S 

Music: The tone poem Tintagel, Bax's 

most popular work, is a very English 

piece, but with echoes of Wagner, 

which conjures up the majesty of the 

sea. The seventh symphony, written 20 

years later in 1939, was Bax's last, and 

although it lacks the accessible charm 

of earlier symphonies it is lull of 

energy and invention. Both works are 

played with commitment and energy, 

and the sound has an honesty that 

makes up for an occasional lack of 
finesse. **** 
Sound: The stereo perspective is a 

little kaleidoscopic, but the recording, 

at the Royal Scottish National Concert 

Hall in Glasgow, is powerfully 

atmospheric. **** AG 

HAYDN 
String Quartet in F Maj, James 
McMillan Tuireadh, Schubert String 

Quartet in A Min 

The Allegri Quartet, James Campbell 
(clarinet) 

Nairn CD067 

Music: James MacMillan's Tuireadh, in 

which the quartet is augmented by a 

clarinet, is the odd man out here, and 

was written to commemorate the Piper 

Alpha oil rig disaster during which 167 
lives were lost. The work is flanked by 

the more classically proportioned Haydn 

and Schubert quartets. The latter in 

particular is a splendid work, lyrical and 

thematically refined. **** 

Sound: The sound is strongly focused, 

with a very distinctive and fairly empty 

sounding acoustic that gives the 

players nowhere to hide. But these 

players are too assured and virtuosic to 

need flattering. ****AG 

NORAH JONES 
Come Away With Me 
SACD f.,th?C·, ( ,  u !1 . cna nne SA(ll pluo; m·reo �D !ayer.\ 

Blue Note 

Music: This classy album made quite an impression on 

the hi-fi fraternity last year and this SA rendition will 

join the ranks of dem discs at shows in the next year 

and probably beyond. Her voice is reminiscent of 

another Jones, Rickie Lee, herself something of an 

audiophile darling in the eighties. Norah is a little softer 

and more natural, she sings with real depth of feeling 

but doesn't have to overdo things for effect. The songs on here are largely 

romantic and beautifully played by a group of very slick dudes. Hank Williams' 

Cold Cold Heart joins original tunes including Jones' title track. Smooth music 

with heart and just enough edge, this sounds like a grower. **** 
Sound: The SA mix matches the music - smooth, clean and open, in a very 

slick production that's sensitive to the feel of the band. The surround mix 

spreads the band around the room but keeps the voice largely up front, while 
the stereo has more integrity and precision of imaging. ***** JK 

RACHMANINOV 
Vespers 0 p 3 7 

St Petersburg Chamber Choir, 

Nikolai Korniev (conductor) 

SACD (stereo/multchannei SACD plus stt:re '- ,... layer) 

Pentatone Classics PTC 5186 027 

Music: This devotional all-night vespers for the 

Russian Orthodox church was composed in 1915 for 

solo voices in keeping with the requirements of the 

liturgy, which does not permit embellishment from 

added instrumentation. The rich, polyphonic writing 
however is an absolute joy - colourful, varying in mood and with vocal echoes 

of bells and trumpet tones adding colour, it was apparently the composer's 

favourite of his own works, along with The Bells (Opus 35). The performances 

are top drawer, immaculately performed in every respect. ***** 

Sound: One of the highlights of the SACD era is the Pentatone Classics series, 

recorded at the old Polyhymnia home of Philips recordings. This is an excellent 

example of a recording which reproduces the rapt beauty of the sound in a 
solid space while retaining a properly focused image. *****AG 

REM 
In Time 1988-2003: The Best Of REM 
DVD-Audio (24,'9b ,wound. 

Oo!by D·gital 5 l and 2 '.J DT"- "':' r 

Warner Video 

Music: While purists may complain REM were never 

the same after signing for Warner, the body of work 

they've produced since then stands comparison with 

anyone's over the same period. The new tracks are 

first rate too, Bad Day (pretty much, It's The End Of 

The World Part 2) is REM near their best, and while 

perhaps not a killer reason to buy the disc, it's 

certainly worthy of its place beside some of the band's 
finest moments. The only reason we wouldn't buy this disc on DVD-A is 

because of the excellent bonus-disc of the CD version - why can't we have 
that as well' ***** 

Sound: One of the best surround sound mixes we've heard, a subtle and 

engaging testament to the fantastic work producer Elliot Scheiner is doing 

with the medium. ****SM 

awards 2003 HI-FI CHOICE 13 
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Above: The Science Of 

Tonearms feature 

from HFC 244. 

"We'll review 
the Marantz 
CD7300next 

month and 
without giving 

too much 
away, it's a 

cracker." 

REGA ARM UPGRADE 
I've set up a new Rega RB250 arm on my turntable, but 

I found that the RB250/Goldring G1012 combo 

sounded very dull and I suspected the nasty end stub 

and counterweight to be the culprit. I have access to the 

necessary tools to produce a copy of the Origin Live 

torqued counterweight/end stub and now my turntable 

sounds amazing. Bass is thunderous and agile, midrange 

nicely detailed, transients have a decent 'snap', and 

vocals seem just right. I can thoroughly recommend this 

upgrade for all Rega arms - it is truly amazing in terms 

of sound per pound, better still if you can make one! 

Danza via email 

GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN 
What's happening with the superb Marantz CD6000 Kl 
Signature? The UK dealers I've spoken to tell me it's no 

longer in production So what's the replacement? 

Arthur via email 

HFC: We spoke to Marantz who confirmed it has 

stopped making the CD6000KI 

Sig player and has sold all of its 

new stock. We still believe this 

to be the best sub-£500 player 

on the market, so be quick if 

you're after a future classic -

the dealers have the last few 

models. However, the official 

word is that there will be a new 

Kl Signature player in the near 

future. What's still undecided is 

whether it will be a CD or SACD 

player. We do know that the new CD7300 has been 

confirmed as one of the possibilities for tweaking, but 

designer Ken lshiwata is still considering his options. 

COTO SUIT 
I am looking for a new CD player with a max price limit 

of £400 and have been looking at three options: Arcam 

Diva CD73T (£399), Rotel RCD-02 (£379) and the 

Marantz CD7300 (£350). It would partner a Marantz 

PM7200 amp and B&W DM602 S3s. 

Lee hardy via email 

HFC: All of the players you mention are excellent 

models and you're unlikely to be disappointed with 

any of them. We love the CD73T's refinement for its 

price and the balanced contribution it made to our 

test system. We're reviewing the Marantz CD7300 

next month and without giving too much away, it's a 

cracker. If it approaches the competencies of its 

respected older brother, the CD6000 OSE LE, then it'll 

help your budget system punch well above its weight. 

Are there any all-in-one music systems with a competent 

turntable perched on top, that sound half reasonable on 

the market at the moment? I want to play Glen Miller to 

my eight-year old grand-daughter. 

Neil Porter via email 

your needs - Richer's turntables start at £50, but we'd go 

for the Pro-Ject Debut II for £120. An alternative would be 

Denon's DM31 micro (pictured), which should satisfy your 

sonic and aesthetic needs when partnered by a good 

turntable and a phono stage like NAD's £50 PP2. 

HFC: The market leaders in mini systems have moved 

away from supplying record decks with their products as 

demand at this end of the market dwindles in the face of 

CD, MiniDisc and the like. We'd recommend buying 

budget separates from the like of Richer Sounds - you can 

pick up CD, amp and speaker packages from around 

E150. You can always add further components to suit 

14 Hl·fl CHOICE I awards 2003 
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BLANKETY BLANK 
I notice that Hi-Fi Choice once rated the TDK Audio Pro 

as the best blank CD-R disc. However a call to TDK 

confirmed that these discs are now discontinued. So 

which CD-Rs do you think are decent now? 

Dicey via email 

HFC: TDK confirmed it has stopped production of the 

Audio Pro discs with no real explanation why, though 

the fact that they were around five times the price of 

regular CD-Rs may have something to do with it We'd 

still recommend the more affordable TDK CD-RXG or 

JVC's CD-R discs, but if you're buying in bulk, the 

cheapest store we've found is Pricebusters (tel: 0870 
800 3444), where prices start at just 43 pence. 

ITALIAN STALLION SEEKS 
HORNY PARTNER 
I'm thinking of pairing a 15-watt Unison Research S2K 

amp (pictured) with the Unico valve CD. Being rather 

new to the whole valve world I'm having a few problems 

coming up with speakers to work with the low power 

output. Do you have any suggestions! 

Magoo via email 

HFC: To begin with you need a shortlist of speakers 

with a high sensitivity rating and amp-friendly 

impedance. Use our Buyer's Bible to help create a list 

of candidates in your price range. Some of 

our favourite speakers for valve amps 

include the Living Voice Auditorium 

(£1,600) and the Audio Note Al. One 

(£449). You should also take a look at 

some horn-loaded designs if your budget 

allows and the fine Italian exotica 

available from Unison distributor UKD 

(tel: 01753 652669). 

BELOVED PIONEER A400 
I have been using my A400 amp for the last five years 

after buying it second-hand, (during which time it has 

been switched on almost constantly). I have listened to 

some pretty expensive kit during that time, most of 

which has failed to outperform the Pioneer. It's not that 

the expensive stuff was bad - it just wasn't better. 

I have found that it can make wonderful music with 

almost any peripheral and it loves top quality 

equipment. My dealer, who had advised me earlier to 

get a new amp, has recently changed his tune, smiled, 

and told me I should hang onto it for a while. Are there 

any other Hi-Fi Choice readers out there with interesting 

A400 stories to relate7 

Frogmore via email 

A few choice comments plucked from our online 

forum. Join in the fun at www.hifichoice.co.uk 

ll!!!l!l!l�rks -­

Hl·RCHOICE -

How does an SACD player connect to an existing separates system? Which is the 

best input to use? NiallS 
HFC: If you are using an SACD player as a purely two-<hannel source, then the CD 

input on your amp is an obvious choice. For multichannel playback through an AV 

amp, you would run five (or six with a subwoofer) interconnects from the player's 

analogue outputs to the amp (assuming there's no i.Link digital connection). 

Having bought an AV receiver two years ago I wonder if there is any real difference 

in sound quality compared to the latest offerings? Some magazines would have us 

believing that they're improving every day. Moo Moo 
HFC: AV amps evolve quickly, partly owing to the nature of digital processing 

technology. In fact, the multichannel amps of today bear little sonic 

resemblance to their equivalents of just two years ago. It's not just about more 

channels - the quality of processing has greatly improved and the general 

sonics are better, partly driven by the requirements of SACD and DVD-Audio. 

But don't expect hi-fi-standard multichannel performance to come cheap ... 

AUCTION ACTION 
Personally, I think eBay is the best place to sell hi-fi but 

the worst place to buy it. You see 

something that 

you like 

knowing full well 

you're going have 

to bid well over 

the odds to win it, 

but two minutes 

from the end of the 

auction things go mad. 

So you put on a pretty 

ridiculous bid say, 75-85 per 

cent of the new cost and there 

you have it - you might as well have just hauled your 

ass to the shops and bought a new one. You can never 

get a bargain these days. It just doesn't happen. 

Dan via email 

HFC: eBay has it all if you've got the will to bid and 

the wedge to match. Popular kit will always attract 

too much attention, but the more obscure hi-fi can 

often be snapped up for a song. Our Reader 
Classified section is full of bargains every month that 

aren't available to the eBay community, so don't 

overlook these previously cherished bits of gear. 

"eBay is the 
best place to 
sell hi·fi but 
the worst. 
place to 

buy it." 

Below: The Pioneer A400 has 
at least one thoroughly 
committed fan. 
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The Arcam DiVA range has always been about the performance. Pure emotion from 

pure sound. Experience the power of music at your DiVA dealer • it could make the 

hairs stand up on the back of your neck. 
ARC AM 

DiVA 

Tel: 01223 203200 www.arcam.co.uk 



W
elcome to the Hi-Fi Choice Awards, a celebration of the finest hi-fi components on the 
market today We've whittled down our favourites from the past year - those which break 
the mould, offer exceptional value for money or have simply given us the most damn fun -

and sorted them all into four broad categories: Source Components, Amplifiers, Loudspeakers and 
Cables & Accessories. Unlike other awards, every product featured has been through HFC' s rigorous 
test programme, with an exhaustive listening and consultation process eventually resulting in our 
final shortlist. From CD and vinyl to the best new multichannel components, the common thread is 
pure and simple: the search for a level of excellence that matches our Passion For Sound. 

Every component featured in the Awards receives a Product Of The Year Badge, a prestigious prize 
that demonstrates a particular product has undergone the HFC test programme and emerged as the 
best in its price band. We do not seek to declare a single winner and then present a bunch of 
also-rans - after all, how can you compare a £400 CD player to one that costs £4,000? Instead, we 
have nominated those that most impressed us at each price point, so there's something to suit 
every audiophile's taste, preference and pocket. Turn the page and all will be revealed ... 
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DAB/AM/FM STEREO TUNER T-H3dODAB 

•• 

The magic of TEAC DAB radio 

Following on from the award winning Reference 300 system, 

TEAC is proud to announce the World's first mini component 

Hi -Fi system tuner with Digital Audio Broadcasting. Fully 

matching the Reference 300 series, the T-H300DAB offers 

amazing audio quality, not just from the many new digital 

stations now available, but also the existing FM stations. This, 

coupled with the exciting information display and easy to use 

DAB channel selection, makes it the ultimate upgrade for your 

system. The Reference 300 DAB tuner has the same 

stunning good looks, style and build quality you have come to 

expect from TEAC. As if by magic, digital radio has now arrived 

in a mini format. 

Reference 300 System 

Digital Audio Broadcast from TEAC, the future of radio has arrived 

TEAC 
www.teac.co.uk Call TEAC on 01923 819630 for more information 
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CO, vinyl and radio to DVD-Audio, SACO and hard disk - your choice� 
source components dictates not only what you can play, but also how good it 
sounds. Remember the old adage: 'rubbish in, rubbish out. .. ' 

SELECTING YOUR SOURCE 

There's a bewildering array of formats available to the 

clued·up consumer out there, not to mention a wide 

variety of ways to play them back, so the first thing to 

do is to work out exactly what you want to play. Chances 

are you'll know if you need a turntable to play vinyl 

records, ditto a radio tuner - though you may need to 

decide whether to go digital radio-wise (DAB) or stay 

analogue (FM/AM). On strict quality grounds we'd still 

be tempted to go analogue, particularly if you can afford 

a good tuner and roof-top aerial, but DAB has become 

an extremely cost-effective solution in many areas, with 

an increasing range of exclusive digital stations to add 

to your old favourites. 

Then there's CD. Most of us have built up large 

collections by now, and despite its age the original digital 

music format is set to remain the dominant commercial 

music carrier for some years yet - aher all, it's cheap to 

produce, easy to market and has achieved almost blanket 

penetration world-wide. For these reasons, good CD replay 

should remain a top priority for most sound-conscious 

music fans, and a dedicated CD player that's optimised for 

the purpose may continue to provide a worthwhile 

investment, whether you're sticking with two-channel 

stereo or building a multichannel (surround sound) set-up. 

Of course, you can play CDs on any DVD player, but we 

wouldn't recommend you bother with most of the 

cheaper models. That said, some of the more specialist 

machines have raised the bar in that regard, and most 

of these are also compatible with one (or both) of the 

newer high-resolution, multichannel-compatible music 

formats such as DVD-Audio and SACD. The quality and 

quantity of titles available on both these formats has 

improved significantly this year, and it makes sense for 

anyone building a multichannel set-up to incorporate 

them in his or her plans. 

The neatest solution is to buy one of the new 'universal' 

DVD players, compatible with all current disc formats 

including DVD-A and SACD, like the excellent Pioneer 

and Denon players on p21 and p25. However, if you 

simply want to optimise playback of specific formats, or 

you're willing to incorporate several players in your system 

on quality grounds, there are some superb alternatives 

around - like Sony's audio-only SACD player on p22 or 

Arcam's DVD-Audio-compatible DVD player on p28. 

Finally there's hard disk, now really coming of age as 

an entertainment storage format. I merge (p27) has led 

the way in adopting this technology as the flexible heart 

of a multi-room audio system, with others licensing its 

technology and following suit, while Yamaha's 

implementation on p24 is a brilliantly versatile 

implementation for home recordists. 

Incidentally, the concept of stand-alone CD recorders 

would appear to be all but dead judging by the dearth 

of new models and death of old favourites this year. 

11 Blame it on the PC... HFC 

� 
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CAMBRIDGE DAB500 DIGITAL RADIO TUNER 

come on in leaps and 

bounds - sonically it's 

principally limited at 

the transmit end and 

(j)""" 
Q•"'"'""'· 
()"'"O 

latest-generation tuners 

like this one are at best only �-
-=�===,..' slightly ahead of the very earliest 

models in performance terms. What's 

more noticeably improved is user 

convenience and the general 'look and 

feel' - little things like smarter 

displays, quicker auto-tuning, and of 

course price, which has descended 

even below this one, though the very 

cheapest show signs of cost-cutting. 

Cambridge's real achievement here 

has been to combine all that's nice 

about DAB in terms of features with a 

smart and friendly appearance, sound 

that's as good as any, and an 

attractive price. There's one interesting 

sonic feature in the use of selectable 

frequency-response tweaks, dubbed 

'Natural Contour Technology'. A rear­

mounted switch allows the user to 

choose between flat response and two 

mildly filtered versions intended to 

ameliorate the often over-bright sound 

that results from the combination of 

studio practices (close miking and 

compression) with DAB's MPEG 2 
data reduction. Certainly worth a try. 

That apart, twin Toslink and coaxial 

digital outputs allow easy interfacing 

"Latest 
generation 
tuners are at 
best only 
slightly ahead 
of the earliest 
models in 
performance." 

£250 m 01753 789500 @ www.pioneer.co.uk 

PIONEER DV·565A UNIVERSAL DVD PLAYER 

Y
ou have to hand it to Pioneer. 

The company was the first to 

produce a universal DVD-Audio 

and SACD-compatible DVD player, and 

now it does it cheaper than ever. When 

every other universal player costs the 

wrong side of £400, the DV-565A 

costs just £250 (or frequently even 

less - it's been spotted for under f 180 

in Richer Sounds stores). 

The slim and silvery DV-565A-S, or 

its black DV-565A-K variant, manages 

to keep costs down by placing the 

decoding for both audio and video 

---

··=· ,, ... �. . . -··- � , ..•. , 

together. But it still supports NTSC 

progressive scan pictures - PAL 

progressive scan should be included 

too by the time you read this - but 

earlier samples were NTSC progressive 

only (the moral of the story is 'ask 

first' if it's important). It sports all the 

connectivity you'd expect from such a 

full-featured player, including a pair of 

Scart sockets, and the player is also 

designed to be easy to use, with 

set-up menus to help control the bass 

management and some picture 

tweaking options. 

"When every 
other universal 
player costs 
the wrong side 
of .£400, the 
DV-5651 costs 
just.£250-
or even less." 

to digital recorders or amplifiers, while 

a pair of inputs (looped to the outputs 

when the DAB500 is off) saves an 

amplifier input if you want to keep 

your FM tuner in the system. If you 

feel DAB may be your perfect answer 

to troublesome FM reception 

conditions, or you fancy sampling the 

new digital stations, this is probably 

the best entry point right now. 

Reviewed HFC 248 

The sound is quite laid back, 

especially in multichannel (more so 

than the DVD picture quality, which is 

impressively brisk and colourful), but 

has a consistent presentation across 

both DVD-Audio and SACD. The 

overall balance is clean and rounded, 

and the player never once over­

extends itself or sounds glassy and 

harsh. Even CD replay is well catered 

for, thanks to above-average DACs in 

the two main channels. All of which 

makes for a good all-rounder at a 

bargain price. Reviewed HFC 240 

ALBUMS OF THE YEAR #1 
THE CINEMATIC ORCHESTRA 

TCO's latest is a genuine soundtrack with more depth, colour and groove 

than most regular albums. Keenly orchestrated reworkings of TCO classics sit 

alongside fresh material to produce a lush sonic landscape that simply 

THE MAN WITH A MOVIE CAMERA NINJA TUNE oozes style. Jason Kennedy. HFC reviewer 
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REGA RADIO 3 FM/AM RADIO TUNER 

E 
ledronically, the differences 

between outstanding and 

unremarkable FM tuners can often 

seem quite subtle - many of the same 

parts will be found inside all of them. 

Rega has clearly applied some serious 

thought to optimising the performance 

of the parts in the Radio 3, then, 

because it is a rather obvious cut above 

a goodly chunk of its competition. It's 

certainly simple enough in its outward 

aspirations, with the only feature 

beyond the absolutely basic set being 

the ability to tune in 25kHz 'half steps'. 

Ergonomics can be a little odd but the 

manual explains it all and once tuned 

in it's something of a star. 

Most significantly, you'll hear more 

detail through the Radio 3 than 

cheaper models will reveal, and as long 

as there's enough signal coming in (like 

any FM set, it likes a good antenna I) 

you can enjoy uncluttered, crisp and 

pure sound across the band, from the 

solid and tuneful bass - yes, FM can do 

bass, given a chance - to the open 

ARCAM DiVA CD73T CD PLAYER 

AR CAM 

N 
ew dedicated CD players under 

£500 are a rare breed these 

days. While the big boys chase 

the DVD dollar, smaller brands are 

looking to more specialist upmarket 

territories to remain competitive. But 

Arcam clearly believes there is still life 

left in the sub-£500 CD player, 

finding time to introduce the CD73T 

as part of its range-wide updates. 

This has traditionally been a strong 

area for the brand, a succession of 

CD73 

248'1Do\C 

popular players duking it out with 

some equally successful models from 

Marantz over a goodly number of 

years. Indeed, up until now Marantz's 

long-running CD6000 Kl Signature 

has been our favourite dedicated CD 

player around the £500 ballpark, but 

its imminent demise has left the door 

open for Arcam's latest model to steal 

a gong at this year's HFC Awards. 

The CD73T's great strength is that it 

has none - or rather that it shows 

[ Source Components J THE Hl·FI 
AWARDS 

"What's really 
remarkable is 
the sheer 
clarity of sound, 
with some of 
the finest 
stereo imaging 
available." 

"The CD73T's 
great strength 
is that it has 
none - or rather 
that it shows 
competence in 
all important 
areas." 

treble. The balance is just a little on the 

bright side, which may seem initially 

disconcerting with speech in particular, 

but it's not bright enough to interfere 

with listening pleasure. But what's 

really remarkable is the sheer clarity of 

sound, with some of the finest stereo 

imaging available via FM backing up 

an admirably precise separation of 

instruments. There are some stunning 

bargains among really cheap tuners, 

but this one is still well worth its 

modest extra. Ii ."11 •d HFC 242 

competence in all important areas 

rather than emphasising one. Its sound 

is smooth, substantial and works well 

with a variety of music types and 

recording qualities, remaining 

musically expressive throughout. It 

may not have quite the articulation of 

the CD6000 Kl Sig, but its smoother 

sound and all-round mix of attributes 

make it a worthy Award-winner on its 

own sub-£500 terms. 

viewed HFC 247 

ALBUMS OF THE YEAR #2 
MAHLER: SYMPHONY NO 6 'TRAGIC' 
BENJAMIN ZANDER (COND) TI LARC MClli 

If one release mode the case for multichannel classical music this year, it was 

this utterly compelling, beautifully measured account of the Sixth by the 

Philhormonio Orchestra on SACD, arguably Mahler's finest purely orchestral 

work, packaged with an explanatory CD. Alvh Cola. r!F •vre,v 
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YAMAHA CDR·HD1300 CD & HARD DISK PLAYER/RECORDER 

A
s hard disks creep into the 

collective audio consciousness, 

Yamaha has produced this slick 

and beautifully thought-out 

multifunction machine. You can use it 

as a jukebox, with a capacity of about 

120 hours of music. You can play CDs 

from it directly, just as you can with 

other jukeboxes, and if those functions 

are all you want it is still a good 

choice because it is the easiest to use 

of all of the hard disk machines we've 

seen and sound quality is definitely at 

the front of the pack. 

But Yamaha has added some 

significant extra functions. For a start, 

the CD drive is a recorder too, and the 

hard drive part adds the ability to edit 

recordings smoothly and accurately. 

This makes assembling custom 

compilations a much easier task than 

with, for instance, a twin CD/CD-R 

deck. It's not JUSt any old CD recorder 

but an audiophile special, with the 

"The hard drive 
lets you edit 
CD recordings 
accurately, 
making it easier 
to assemble 
compilations." 

option of burning discs with slightly 

larger pits than normal, the idea being 

to enhance playback quality and disc 

longevity. And there's the invaluable 

option of recording to hard disk under 

control of an external timer, making 

the '1300 the answer to every radio 

addict's prayer - what to do about the 

too-frequent broadcasts of important 

programmes that coincide with work 

time, holidays, business trips, sleep ... 7 

Even DAT only gives six hours 

maximum recording time - hardly 

competition with 120 hours - and you 

can edit out unwanted bits too, and 

then burn your broadcast seamlessly 

to CD. The same goes for old 

cassettes, all this facilitated by 

particularly fine analogue inputs. A 

joy to use, a great-sounding product 

and a genuine niche-filler, this one 

deserves to run and run. 

HFC 243 

!850 m 01235 Slll66 €i1 www.roksan.co.uk 

ROKSAN RADIUS 5 TURNTABLE AND ARM 

R 
oksan's new vinyl-spinning 

baby is a stunner in more 

senses than one. First, the 

Radius 5 is a visual KO. The dual­

layer transparent acrylic plinth and 

matt-textured acrylic platter, with 

matching acrylic headshell and 

bearing housing on the supplied 

Nima tonearm, are part of the 

equation. But so is the superb 

standard of finish, and the detail 

design which helps prevent handling 

damage to the main bearing -

essentially the same one used on the 

flagship TMS2. Equally impressive is 

the way that, despite being a 

suspended player with a uni pivot arm, 

set-up is scarcely more onerous than 

a non-suspended deck with solid arm 

bearings. There are no suspension 

settings to make, and the uni pivot 

arm bearing has a lock position that 

is easily engaged and disengaged. 

---- -..,.'11 
Good looks are no cover for 

indifferent perform a nee, however. 

Happily, the Radius 5 has an easy, 

natural and fluid voice, with rock-solid 

pitch stability and no hint of ducking 

under transient or sustained loads, 

despite the extra mechanical drag. 

"The Radius has 
an easy, natural 
and fluid voice , 
with rock-solid 
pitch stability." 

Surface noise (clicks 

and pops), if not 

completely benign -

this is an established 

weakness of vinyl replay 

after all - is muted. Low 

frequency noise is also handled well, 

and the player is decently immune 

from footfall noise and other 

unwanted low-frequency artefacts, as 

long as it is supported by a stable 

platform which is well anchored in the 

vertical plane. The Radius 5 is a grown­

up, stable-sounding turntable, and at 

today's prices, a notable bargain. 

HFC 248 

• 
ALBUMS OF THE YEAR #3 Each of these four CDs features o snapshot of the live show Bjork took on 

the road for each of her previous studio albums. Each is successfully 
reinterpreted, reshaped and in many instances superior to its studio roots. BJORK 

LIVE BOX ONF 11FT11 INlllAN 
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T 
he Meridian 507 is a CD player 

with exceptional refinement and 

poise, particularly given that it 

costs less than fl,200. It's the brand's 

entry-level model but it's still equipped 

with a CD-ROM transport mechanism 

driving a double buffering technique 

that's designed to minimise jitter. This 

is combined with a DVD-Audio-style 

24-bit/192kHz digital-to-analogue 

converter. The analogue output is 

produced by a direct coupled (DC) 

output stage while the digital feed is 

precision re-clocked. 

In operation, the 507 produces a 

precise sound. It's not hard or bright, 

which 'precise' can sometimes indicate, 

it's more of a measured and exacting 

reproduction of notes that suggests 

that there is very little distortion. It is 

particularly acute at a micro dynamic 

level, the variations in level and tone 

of different notes is very clear. Imaging 

"Precision 
timing allows 
the instruments 
to produce 
energy that 
other players 
miss." 

[ Source Components ] THEHl·FI 
AWARDS 

is likewise precise with the placement 

of instruments and voices varying 

considerably according to the recording 

- Tori Amos stands out a mile from the 

speakers while Eminem seems 

relatively constrained. The atmosphere 

and tension produced by both 

performers is, however, fully intact. 

Precision timing allows the 

instruments to enhance each 

performance and produce energy that 

other players miss. It's not the most 

exuberant sound for the money but it is 

very convincing in terms of fidelity to 

the material, and in time its perfectly 

balanced charms see off all threat of 

competition. Its transparency succeeds 

in letting the passion and vitality of the 

music through alongside the detail -

with the 507, Meridian is offering high­

end CD replay at a price no-one can 

afford to ignore. Rt re HFC 238 

I MERGE S2000·80 HARD DISK MUSIC SERVER 

Y
ou may well ask, with Yamaha's 

hard disk recorder costing 

£600, and some such devices 

clocking in well below £400, why on 

earth should you pay so much for 

this one7 Mainly because it's so 

much more sophisticated and 

versatile - and in fact it's hardly the 

same colour of a horse at all. The 

main clue to its abilities comes in 

the presence of three separate 

analogue outputs, each of which can 

play a different recording from the 

hard disk simultaneously. Simply add 

wire, some amplification and 

speakers and you've got a super­

flexible multi-room installation. 

Now you could put a CD player in 

each room. Fine, but you'll be forever 

chasing round to find favourite discs 

and you'll miss out on the multitude 

of control possibilities that the 

I 
52000 offers (including the 

automatic cataloguing of track s by 

name, via an online database), not 

to mention the sheer convenience of 

having a substantial library of 

recordings instantly available in 

every room. You'll also miss out on 

some fine sound, because I merge 

has put considerable effort into the 

audio parts of this device and it 

shows (though you'll want to avoid 

the heavier data reduction settings if 

you care about sound). Used on its 

"Used on its 
own it's a tricky 
beast to master, 
but as pan of 
a well·planned 
system, its 
full flexibility 
becomes 
obvious." 

own it's a tricky beast to master, but 

when installed as part of a well­

planned system, as it certainly 

should be, its full flexibility becomes 

obvious. It's beautifully made too. 

With plentiful connection options 

and an upgradeable future, this is 

one of the most attractive servers on 

the market and worth a look even if 

you don't yet think you're in the 

market for multi-room I 

R 'IL '-'' c HFC 243 
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ALBUMS OF THE YEAR #4 Wrangling the singer-songwriter title back from whiny complaint-rockers, 

Dublin-born Damien Rice mixes Nick Drake and Terry Callier, sprinkles in 

liberal doses of Ryan Adams and comes up with something haunting and DAMIEN RICE 

'0' EA'T WE'T new. Great recording too. ' ,re 'eviewu 
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ARCAM FMJ DV27 A DVD-AUDIO/VIDEO PLAYER 

A
rcam has been especially active 

this year, and the keynote 

introduction is its fully updated 

FMJ series DVD player, which now 

includes DVD-Audio and PAL 

progressive scan video compatibility. In 

the first case there has been a dearth 

of worthwhile software releases 

(though some interesting titles have 

crept out this year in the rock field) But 

the DV27 A shows just what DVD-A is 

capable of, and it sounds clearly 

superior to most so-called universal 

players, so far at least. What's more, the 

-

DV27A is also an accomplished CD 

player, not quite up with the best 

component CD players in the Arcam 

range, but not disgraced by them 

either. Perhaps the biggest surprise of 

all, however, is that it is an extremely 

capable DVD-Video player. This might 

be unexpected as Arcam's background 

is audio rather than video, but perhaps 

the use of broadcast-quality video 

chippery and unusual attention to 

clocks and power supplies makes it less 

so. Progressive PAL owes its existence in 

part to Arcam's advocacy, and a 

"TheDV27A 
shows just 
what DVD-Audio 
is capable of 
and is also an 
accomplished 
CD player." 

MAGNUM DYNALAB MD102 FM RADIO TUNER 

F
or purists, the truly analogue FM 

stereo tuner has never been 

matched by more recent digital­

synthesis techniques. The MD102 

might be more costly and have fewer 

features - remote control is hard to 

implement, and carries a £300 

premium over the £2,200 base price 

here - but its sound has a glorious 

delicacy and transparency which more 

'modern' technology can't touch. 

Canada's Magnum Dynalab 

specialises in analogue tuner 

technology, even to the extent of 

including valves in its more upmarket 

models. Besides the quirky but 

effective remote control, its only other 

concession to modernity lies in a 

digital readout of the tuned frequency. 

However, its five-stage analogue 

front end combines very good 

sensitivity and selectivity. The audio 

circuitry uses oxygen-free copper 

wiring, and there's a fine selection of 

"The MD102's 
raison d'etre 

lies in its 
very superior 
sound quality, 
especially 
at high 
frequencies . " 

combination of the DV27 A and a good 

projector/screen will be a revelation to 

many. Hi-fi video already' 

The DV27 A is also a player with a 

future - and a past. Owners of previous 

models can have their players 

upgraded, and future enhancements 

will also be available. The firmware is 

fully upgradeable, in part to deal with 

disc problems that arise from time to 

time, and also to programme the 

player's ROM to deal with CD anti­

pirati ng strategies like Cactus Shield 

and Key2Audio. HFC 246 
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'traditional' features, including two 

large 'swinging needle' meters. 

The MD102's raison d'etre lies in the 

very superior sound quality it delivers, 

especially at high frequencies. It really 

comes into its own when dealing with 

live classical music, such as the annual 

summer Proms season, but it also 

provides a remarkably clear and open 

window onto the many new and very 

stimulating musical experiences that 

Radio 3 can provide, and was equally 

impressive with speech on Radio 4. 

Digital DAB radio might offer more 

stations, but a high-class analogue FM 

tuner will always deliver the best 

sound quality from the major network 

stations under good reception 

conditions. The MD102 simply makes 

radio more communicative and 

informative, as well as incorporating 

convenient remote control operation. 

'l � d HFC 241 

ALBUMS OF THE YEAR #5 
REM 

Gram my-winning recording engineer Elliot Scheiner deserves a medal for 

services to multichannel for his effective and engaging treatment of these 

already great guitar-driven tracks. The immersive high-res 5.1 soundfield on 

IN TIME: THE BEST OF 1988-2003 \VEA (DVD AUDIO) 
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this DVD-Audio release makes CD seem dire. Do• •v re 
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ROKSAN TMS2 TURNTABLE 

I 
t was Roksan that broke the 

hegemony that the Linn 5ondek 

LP12 held over the vinyl market 

with its first product, the Xerxes. The 

TM5, originally introduced as the 

flaghip 'signature' model, has 

developed over the years into this 

latest heavyweight, which stands 

comparison with virtually any 

turntable in the world. 

What separates the TM52 from the 

rest is that it presents genuine 

engineering solutions to the 

challenges posed by black vinyl 

replay. Unlike many of its 

competitors, Roksan has not opted 

for the obvious brute force approach, 

for example using the flywheel effect 

of a massive platter to dampen speed 

variations. Although based on the 

original TM5, which in turn was 

informed by the Xerxes, the TM52 is 

radically different under the skin, 

sharing only the fundamental 

design of the main 

bearing (the 

construction of 

which has been 

improved significantly) 

and the platter. The 

multiple-section 

decou pied chassis has 

been comprehensively 

redesigned, and now offers 

much better environmental 

isolation. Mention should be 

made too of the flecked finish of 

the polymer composite chassis, 

which is a real head-turner. 

Because the TM52 is as it is, it 

combines two sets of qualities that 

are very unusual in any turntable -

the solidity, stability and authority of 

a heavyweight, with the speed and 

agility of a featherweight. Timing is 

on the ball, and the Artemiz arm, its 

£6,495 8 01844 219000 i9 WWW.madrigal.corn 
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"The TMS2 combines the solidity and 
authority of a heavyweight with the 
speed and agility of a featherweight." 

preferred partner, which was used for 

our test, had the wherewithal to cope 

with almost any high-end moving 

coi I, not least the test Roksa n 5h i raz. 

ed HFC 246 

MARK LEVINSON No390S co PLAYER 

W
e've heard a good selection 

of top-flight CD players in 

the last year but none of 

them have had the measure of this 

awesome Mark Levinson. Reviewed 

last year but still the machine to 

beat, the 3905 is a stunning piece of 

kit that incorporates a digital 

preamplifier, accepting digital feeds 

from other sources (PCM up to 

48kHz) and capable of driving a 

power amp via its analogue volume 

control. Unlike digital volume 

controls there is no sound 

quality compromise at 

lower levels. 

From the moment you 

press play it's clear that 

this is a remarkable CD 

player. The sheer 

transparency and the 

resolution are dramatic. It 

reveals oodles of extra detail that 

describes the instruments and voices 

in the recording with genuine and 

admirable vivacity. 

There is a confidence and 

assurance about it that's hard to 

pinpoint. Each disc reveals more 

about the recording, so it's that 

character that you hear more of but 

at the same time there's a ea Im ness 

to the overall sound that suggests 

...::::.J�_j _,1_,1 _;_J_J 
E.J . .!d.J _J ::; " '...J _,J � _j 
.EJ . .....!J ...!.J -.:,.; ::.,, ·::.; _J _J 

"Images are 
placed fore 
and aft of 
the speakers 
and have a 
tangibility that 
is uncanny." 

the bare minimum of distortion. 

Images are placed fore and aft of 

the speakers and have a tangibility 

that is uncanny - you feel that you 

can reach out and touch the 

musicians. Timing is natural, not 

emphasised or relaxed, 'just so' in 

fact. The 3905 is a top-notch CD 

player, one of the very best you can 

buy, with build quality that even the 

most expensive struggle to emulate. 

r , wed HFC 237 

ALBUMS OF THE YEAR #& Timeless jazz classics brought bong up-to-dote by the industry's hottest 

producers and DJs. Never hos the obvious connection between jazz and 

modem dance music been so sensitively fused as on this impressive series. VARIOUS ARTISTS 
VERVE REMIXED2 VERVE MUSIC GROUP 
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"We're talking about a future classic" 
July 2002 I VS55 I HI Fi News Ken Kessler 

"More than any other CD player, 
the CD3 is the machine that renews 

my enthusiasm, wrapping me up 
completely in the musical event" 

November 2002 I CD3 I Suonc Mano Berlinguer 

"Sets a new standard of quality" 
December 2002 I SP16/VS55 I Suono Mario Berlinguer 

-

.... .. ..... .. 
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AUDIO RESEARCH 
LS25 MKllNT100 MKlll 

PRE/POWER AMPLIFIER 

"If you yearn for that intangible 
'something' that many modern amps 
miss, then you must hear the VS110" 

March 2003 I VS110 Hi., News Dave Berriman 

• 

Audio Research apply the technology gained from their Reference 2 preamplifier and Reference 600 series amplifiers to every 
model in their range, right down to the entry-level designs. The SP16 preamplifier, VS55 and VS110 power amplifiers and the 
new VSi55 integrated amplifier are not only packed with knowledge gained from the company's legendary flagship models, 
but herald a change in the way reasonably priced high end is perceived. Joining these classics are the state-of-the-art CD3 
CD player and150M multi-channel amplifier. For details of the full range and your nearest dealer, contact Absolute Sounds. 

·Audio Research: not a cautious choice, but a considered one. 

absolute sounds ltd 
58 Durham Road, London SW20 OTW 

T: +44 (0)20 89 71 39 09 F: +44 (0)20 88 79 79 62 
www.absolutesounds.com info@absolutesounds.com 
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I The �eating heart of hi-fi, with current coursing through its veins. From minim� 
two-channel stereo to complex multichannel processing, a weak amp means a 
sickly system, but a strong one brings power and control. 

GOING MULTICHANNEL? 

A fundamental question facing anyone building a hi-fi 

system these days is deciding whether it's best to stick 

with two-channel stereo or to take the plunge into 

multichannel. The latter is essentially surround sound, 

using at least five speakers including a centre and rears, 

an idea first popularised in the realms of out-and-out 

home cinema but one that can now stake a legitimate 

claim in real hi-fi circles. 

One of the main reasons for this is that multichannel 

amps are much better than they used to be. The best 

models have been specifically designed to work well in 

two-channel mode (with CDs and so on) as well as doing 

a good job with full-on multichannel, while the standard 

of digital processing modes has improved almost beyond 

recognition. A strong influence on all this has been 

DVD-Audio and SACD. The two new music formats may 

be struggling to gain a mainstream foothold, but their 

ability to deliver CD-beating high-bandwidth 

multichannel music has created a need for suitably high 

quality multichannel amplification, of both integrated 

and preamp/processor-plus-power amp varieties. 

It should be remembered that hi-fi-quality multichannel 

sound doesn't come cheap (which is why the amp 

entry-point in this year's HFC Awards is £900 for the 

Harman Kardon AVR 550 on p35). You're buying several 

more channels of amplification for a start, not to mention 

at least five speakers instead of two. If you've got a given 

budget to play with it's simple maths - you're not going 

to get the same level of quality per channel/speaker 

(though the advantages of multichannel may arguably 

outweigh this loss of quality). You're also going to have to 

pay for all that processing whether you want it or not, 

together with the cost of licensing incurred by the 

manufacturer and passed on to the consumer. And the 

sheer development and construction costs involved in 

getting something so complex to sound half decent are 

pretty immense. Mind you, the technology can have its 

purist upsides - for example, piping all your digital data 

(CD, DVD·A, SACD or whatever it may be) through a 

single link for universal conversion by high-quality DACs 

inside a multichannel amp is an elegant solution, now 

made possible by high bandwidth-capable connections 

like i.Link and Denon's proprietary Denon Link (see p37 

and p38 for evidence). 

Then there's the question of whether you really want to 

put good quality full-range speakers all around the room, 

and whether surround sound really suits your listening 

habits at all. Remember - most of the music you're going 

to be playing for the foreseeable future will have been 

created in two-channel stereo and presented in a stereo 

format, and even multichannel music discs and Dolby 

Digital/DTS DVD-Videos can be played back quite 

happily through two-channel systems. For many hi-fi fans, 

two-channel remains the optimal system for their needs, 

but don't dismiss multichannel out of hand because of 

some misguided purist ideal - if you cherry-pick th�kit, 

as we do at HFC, the results can be startling. HFC 

----------------�""'-
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MARANTZ PM7200 STEREO INTEGRATED AMPLIFIER 

F
or obvious reasons, the mid-price 

integrated amplifier market is 

hotly contested with plenty of 

fine-value products around. Even so, 

the PM7200's specification looks 

quite impressive, with over l 00 watts 

on offer, plenty of inputs (including 

phono) and the unexpected option of 

switching between Class AB and Class 

A operation. Now, l 00-watt Class A 

amps are necessarily pretty vast, so 

output is curtailed in this mode, but 

however one looks at it, having a 

choice of two amps for the price of 

only one seems pretty cool . 

There's an irony here though, in that 

operation in Class AB is so good that 

Class A really adds relatively little. It's 

a good 25-watt Class A amp but 

technically and sonically it's an 

astonishing 105-watt Class AB one. It 

produces sounds of great refinement 

and precision, with some of the 

best-behaved bass you'll find for under 

a grand and very clean midrange and 

treble. It also manages the tricky 

business of keeping little details in 

place while bellowing forth the guts 

of some vast musical climax, so that, 

for instance, you can still hear the 

nuances of the solo guitar in some 

classic rock wall of sound, or the inner 

"It manages to 
keep little 
details in place 
while bellowing 
forth a vast 
musical climax." 

chorus parts of an operatic finale. In 

terms of controlling the trickiest 

speaker loads it inevitably bows to big 

high-end power amps, but no sane 

individual would even try it in such 

circumstances. All in all, it performs 

well above its apparent station and 

should be on every budget system 

wish-list HFC 248 

£900 �·020 8131 46�0 w www.harmankardon.com 

. 

HARMAN KARDON AYR 5550 MULTICHANNEL RECEIVER 

T
he AVR 5550 comes on as a 

straightforward, mid-price home 

cinema amp with all the usual 

trimmings and a rather overdressed 

front panel. But this is an amp - a 

receiver in fact, as it includes a preset 

RDS tuner - that repays a little extra 

attention. The features list has some 

surprises under the skin, including 

proprietary Logic 7 surround channel 

processing which has matured well 

over the years into something more 

than just another selling feature. More 

important, however, is the bass 

management, which is quite 

astonishing in its versatility. It not only 

provides a vast range of crossover 

frequencies, it also allows different 

crossover frequencies for different 

speaker groups. This feature can prove 

remarkably beneficial even when 

using identical satellites all round' 

Extensive customisation is also 

possible for each of the surround 

sound modes, and for plain stereo 

listening, which can be 

uncontaminated by settings required 

for Dolby and DTS use. Last but not 

least, look under the lid and you'll find 

not one, but two massive transformers, 

one for the three front channels and 

the other for the remaining four. 

This then is a receiver which can be 

"It delivers 
palpably more 
detailed and 
lively results 
than expected 
at the price." 

fine-tuned to the task in hand, and 

which is less compromised than most 

when used in stereo, and when driven 

from a multichannel analogue source. 

It's a unique combination of attributes 

that requires some dedication during 

set-up, but which can deliver palpably 

more detailed and lively results than 

expected at the price. A dark horse/ 

You bett "' HFC 240 

ALBUMS OF THE YEAR #7 With its complex layers of sound and edgily compelling songs, Think Tank 

finds Damon Alborn moving far beyond the reassuring simplicities of 

Britpop to establish himself as the most adventurous British pop star of the BLUR 
THINK TANK PARLOPHONE last decade. r r 
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PIONEER VSA·AX5i MULTICHANNEL RECEIVER 

P 
ioneer certainly stirred things up 

with the VSA-AXlO multichannel 

amp, which not only features an 

effective automated microphone-driven 

set-up, but which also premiered the 

use of the i. Link (aka FireWire or 

IEEE1394) digital interface to handle 

the full bandwidth multichannel 

output from a similarly equipped 

SACD and/or DVD-A player. 

The problem of course is price. 

£3,000 is beyond the reach of many 

of us, and the VSA-AX5i was recently 

introduced to plug the gap. It retains a 

slightly simplified version of the same 

MCACC auto set-up regime, with 

plenty of grunt for most situations, 

and notably well-endowed surround 

sound processing with no significant 

missing algorithms. 

But the i. Link feature is actually more 

useful in the AX5i. Not only are there 

two i. Link inputs rather than the one of 

"It has plenty 
of grunt for 
most situations 
and notably 
well-endowed 
surround sound 
processing." 

the senior model, the VSA-AX5i's D/A 

stage understands DSD data, the 

native SACD data format, which the 

VSA-AXlO doesn't. This means one less 

conversion to analogue (unless bass 

management is required) and a more 

transparent sound from SACD. Other 

associated benefits include full auto­

configuration to the disc type inserted, 

auto-recognition of the i.Link-equipped 

player, disc readout data and any 

[Amplifiers] THEHl·fl 
AWARDS 

CD/DVD Text replicated on the 

receiver's display, and a clock link fed 

back to the player to reduce jitter. The 

result? A much more vivid and 

transparent performance from almost 

any kind of disc. Even CD replay is 

transformed as the i.Link interface and 

strong D/ A conversion in the receiver 

turns an unexceptional player into a 

classy transport. A great all-rounder, 

and great value. 0 •c •d HFC 248 
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AVI LABORATORY SERIES STEREO INTEGRATED AMPLIFIER 

A 
few months back, this amp hit 

us like a bolt from the blue. We 

knew that Stroud-based AVI was 

capable of producing some impressive 

hi-fi electronics, amps included, not to 

mention a laudable range of speakers, 

but this diminutive little monster is 

something else entirely. 

For a start, it has a ridiculously long 

name - the Laboratory Series 

Integrated Amplifier Type 521 Ml, to 

give it its full moniker. But the amp 

itself is rather more compact, its half­

width case adorned with bead-blasted 

aluminium controls that neatly update 

the traditional AVI schematic. Its looks 

are deceptive, however, for under the 

lid beats 200 watts of sophisticated 

musical adrenaline. 

It's incredibly rare to hear such a 

small amp sound so big or exert such 

iron-fisted control over almost any 

speaker you care to throw at it. It 

delivers grip and drive in abundance, 

with an engagingly wide dynamic 

range and deep yet controlled bass. It 

helps make recorded music sound 

palpably big and physical, yet does so 

with considerable refinement and 

attention to fine detail - a mix of 

attributes that make you look twice at 

this remote-controllable amp's 

thoroughly realistic price tag. 

It is not without competition, of 

course. Some stereo amps under 

"It's incredibly 
rare to hear 
such a small 
amp exert such 
iron· fisted 
control over 
almost any 
speaker." 

El,500 may deliver a little more air 

and detail, others a more overtly 

punchy, rhythmic performance. But 

you'd have to spend considerably 

more to beat the sheer realism with 

which this AVI portrays music. For 

such a bijou nugget of an amp, it 

packs a huge wallop. 
0 1 'led HFC 241 

ALBUMS OF THE YEAR #8 A string quartet that fills three CDs, with a large vocal part in the final 

movement - surely some mistake7 But Hinton (currently in his fifties) has 

composed a haunting and compelling work of great beauty, here played ALISTAIR HINTON: STRING QUARTET 
SARAH LEONARD, JAGDISH MISTRY ALTARUS with full conviction and stunningly recorded. R r ' I rev1e� 
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EXPOSURE XXlll/XXVlll STEREO PRE/POWER AMPLIFIER 

W
e saw a good variety of 

superb pre/power amplifiers 

in 2003, with sonic styles 

ranging from the muscular to the 

romantic, but this Exposure pairing 

proved exceptional with a blend of 

qualities that really brings music to life. 

The £1,395 XXlll preamplifier has full 

remote control and a good range of 

line inputs (MM or MC phono is 

optional). Connection between the 

amps is via phono or XLR socketry, but 

unlike most XLR-equipped components 

these are not balanced amps. The 

XXVlll power amp (also El,395) 

delivers 70 watts per channel courtesy 

of a dual mono construction with bi­

polar output transistors. 

There's something of the valve sound 

about the Exposure combo's fluid and 

natural midrange that is extremely 

engaging, the combination with Living 

Voice speakers proving highly fruitful 

"Music comes 
across with 
incautious 
amounts of joy, 
the playing 
coming to life 
with sparkle 
and light." 
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on test. Tonally it's particularly 

gratifying, with instruments and voices 

reproduced very convincingly. 

This is achieved largely by an 

excellent sense of dynamics - you can 

hear all the little variations in level 

within the music but don't miss out on 

the big swings either. Bass may not be 

as bone-crunching as with the bigger 

power amps and imaging isn't quite as 

precise as the best, but what's really 

impressive at the price is the natural 

sense of perspective and spatial 

variation between recordings. 

Music often comes across with 

incautious amounts of joy, the playing 

coming to life with genuine sparkle 

and light. This Exposure pre/power 

combo has a musical transparency and 

lightness of touch that gives it a 

distinct edge over the competition. 

HFC 247 

DENON AVC·A 1 SR MULTICHANNEL INTEGRATED AMPLIFIER 

D 
enon's state-of-the-art home 

cinema amplifier is among the 

most fully equipped, finest 

engineered and most sophisticated 

of its type. It is also extremely 

forward-looking. Denon was one of 

the first manufacturers to develop a 

proprietary encrypted digital 

interface capable of accepting full 

(native) bandwidth multichannel 

"Its musical 
performance 
will be a 
revelation to 
those normally 
against complex 
amps like this.'' 

audio data from h�i:g�h-�re�s�o�lu�t�io�n�, ··········� 

multichannel players, allowing 

off-player conversion by the amplifier 

as close as possible to the amp 

output stage. Other highlights 

include THX Ultra2 (naturally), and a 

prodigiously powerful DSP engine 

for unwrapping Dolby and DTS 

processing, and for providing 

sophisticated bass management. 

Although pri nci pa I ly 

intended for multichannel 

use, the AVC-A 1 SR's 

music-playing 

perform a nee wi 11 

come as a revelation 

to those whose 

audio sensibilities 

warn them against 

complex, massively 

endowed amplifiers 

like this. The Denon 

performs musically 

even in its standard 

operating modes, thanks to unusually 

transparent D/ A processing. There 

are few CD players that don't sound 

better by feeding a digital output 

instead of analogue, and allowing 

the amplifier to act as the DIA 

converter. But the Denon also has 

some extremely effective bypass 

options, including Pure Analogue 

Bypass. All of which makes the 

7xl70-watt AVC-A 1 SR a superb one­

stop shop for systems intended for 

stereo and multichannel audio as 

well as stereo high fidelity. 

The amp's appeal is heightened 

even further when used with one of 

Denon's DVD-Audio players with a 

digital output. The icing on the cake is 

that Denon has included an upgrade 

path, with the ability to update 

firmware and even the key digital 

hardware if the occasion demands. 

HFC 232 

ALBUMS OF THE YEAR #9 "No computers were used during the writing, recording, mixing or 

mastering". This superb R&B album with plenty of variety was made on an 

analogue eight-track at Toe Rag Studios in London's Hackney, and is a THE WHITE STRIPES 
ELEPHANT XL RI lOHDING) 
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£3,950 m 01252 l02705 tli) www.gamutaudio.com 

GAMUT 0200 Mklll STEREOPOWERAMPLIFIER 0 nee in a while a product comes 

along that is so stunning that it 

changes your perception of hi-fi. 

The original GamuT 0200 was such a 

product and this year it was upgraded 

to M k3 to tremendous effect. 

This power amp has been refined 

and updated with changes in 

components and layout, a process of 

evolution not revolution. It continues 

to use a single pair of MOSFET 

transistors to produce a stiff 200 

watts per side and operates 

continuously in Class A at lower levels. 

This is an open, dynamic and 

extremely coherent amplifier which 

delivers a transparent and fluent 

sound that is very strong on presence. 

You are right there in the crowd while 

Led Zeppelin play Going To 

California, with the bass in particular 

driving the monster sound along in 

no uncertain fashion. 

"Its tendency if 
any is to make 
the music sound 
better rather 
than opt for 
maximum 
starkness." 

The Mk3 is a smoother, more 

effortless amplifier than its 

predecessors and its tendency if any is 

to make the music sound better rather 

than opt for maximum starkness - in 

particular you can play it louder than 

usual without discomfort because the 

high and mid frequencies are 

amplified, like the bass, with so little 

distortion. It can at times sound like a 

softness but the resolution of low-level 

detail combined with silent 

backgrounds suggests that nothing is 

being masked. What we have here is 

an uncannily relaxed yet powerful and 

dynamically responsive amplifier. 

The 0200 Mk3 combines power, 

precision, dynamic subtlety and 

transparency in a way that is totally 

musical. You won't find a more 

capable powerhouse. 

P• 1ewed HFC 247 

00 www.jesugden.co.uk 

SUGDEN MASTERCLASS AA STEREO PRE/POWER AMPLIFIER 

I t takes a special blend of qualities 

to make the HFC Awards grade and 

this Yorkshire-born combo has them 

in spades. Priced at £2,300 and 

£3,300 respectively, this pre and power 

amp pairing operates largely in Class 

A, and delivers dynamic and tonal 

qualities to die for. Class A is why this 

is the biggest 50-watt power amp 

we've seen, and it needs an awesome 

amount of heatsinking to keep cool. 

On the inside both amplifiers use 

gold-plated PCBs with silver-soldered 

connections and silver signal wires, 

balanced circuits, current feedback 

line stages, relay switching and low 

impedance power supplies. 

This pairing is one of the most 

organic and dynamic transistor 

amplifiers you can buy - the 

similarities to good valve amps are 

uncanny. The strong biasing into class 

A is clearly a major factor here, 

though another reason might be the 

fullness of the bass. This could be 

where the earthiness comes from, as it 

adds a richness that makes 

instruments sound more real. 

It has a remarkable ability to 

reveal the energy in music, 

opening up even the densest 

discs to tremendous effect. Not 

all recordings are equal, of 

course, and this is more 

noticeable than usual. Timing is 

also a strong point and if you 

listen to the way notes decay 

with these amps you'll wonder 

why more transistor designers 

can't do the same thing. 

The Masterclass AA pairing 

combines the strengths of 

trannies and tubes in a way 

that is rarely encountered 

and is highly entertaining. 

ic :e HFC 246 

"This pairing is one of the most organic and 
dynamic transistor amps you can buy -
similarities to good valve amps are uncanny." 

""'5 TERCtflsS 
-vSUGDENv-

ALBUMS OF THE YEAR #10 The definitive high fidelity rock album remixed for multichannel SACD is an 
incredible aural experience. For the first time we can listen to Floyd's sonic 
vision of the future in o form that lets us hear what was originally intended. PINK FLOYD 

THE DARK SIDE OF THE MOON E"I 1SACD Mwk Pre ga;i H { mus" en:' 1ut 
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I Turn;ng electrical signals into sound waves, your speakers are the crucial fin!7'11 
link in the chain between your music and your ears. But the question is, do you 
need two, five or even more to satisfy your lust for sensational sound? 

CHOOSING YOUR SPEAKERS 

Hi-fi people choose speakers based on two grounds. First, 

sound quality and second, size and appearance (though 

not necessarily in that order). It's obviously important that 

the speakers you choose will suit your home environment 

and all speakers big or small will have their sonic pros 

and cons. But remember that a loudspeaker exerts more 

tonal influence over your system's sound than any other 

component, and so it's vital that you get ones that suit 

your musical and sonic preferences if you want to enjoy 

your system to the full. 

At HFC we don't forget the importance of aesthetics, 

but we recommend products to you based on their sonic 

ability - for that reason you won't find many sub/sat 

packages recommended within these pages, unless they're 

truly exceptional. We also utilise our rigorous lab testing 

facilities to give practical advice on amp partnering and 

room placement - key areas in ensuring whether a 

speaker is right for you. In very basic terms, big speakers 

don't tend to work well in small rooms, while most 

modern amps are powerful enough to drive most modern 

speakers without too many problems. But particular care 

is needed if a speaker offers an unusually tough load, or 

your amp is of, say, the low-powered valve variety. 

II 
dr

���\ hi-fi quality speakers are of the common 'dynamic 

�type, albeit with greatly varying driver size, 

construction and configuration, but a few create sound 

differently. The most significant alternative in audiophile 

terms is the electrostatic panel loudspeaker. The best of 

these give an 'out of the box' sound that no dynamic 

driver design can match, though with drawbacks in terms 

of bass depth, drive and room/amp compatibility issues. 

The Martinlogan electrostatic hybrid on p48 is unusually 

accommodating for the breed, and hence fully deserves 

its place in the HFC Awards. 

The speakers we recommend across the next few pages 

are stereo pairs ranging from £200 to £10,000. If you're 

looking for a multichannel set-up, our recommendation is 

simple: choose a good stereo pair first to act as your main 

left and right speakers - this is hugely important from a 

musical point of view. Also, remember that speakers that 

are great with music will also work well with film 

soundtracks, but not necessarily the other way round. 

Once that's done, simply choose your centre and surround 

speakers from the same range - most manufacturers offer 

compatible options in this regard, and it's important that 

the centre unit in particular is a tonal match for the main 

left and right speakers. Most of the speakers we're 

recommending here will perform equally well in a 

multichannel configuration, and that way you can create 

a system that's every bit as good with your music a�s · t is 

with your movies. HFC 
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.£200 per pair e 01442 260146 � www.epos-acoustics.com 

EPOS ELS3 LOUDSPEAKER 

G
ood budget speakers aren't rare 

but truly remarkable ones are, 

which makes this little Epos all 

the more welcome and precious. Its 

diminutive nature makes it a 

convenient choice for surround or 

stereo duties, especially since the 

25mm tweeter and l30mm woofer 

are fully shielded so that they don't 

upset your telly. 

A two-way reflex design, it uses a 

lOOmm polymer cone for mid and 

bass duties and hands the higher 

frequencies over to a 25mm metal 

dome. Sensitivity or ease of load is 

inevitably a bit tougher than average 

(87dB, four ohms) but a decent 

integrated or multichannel amp won't 

have a problem. 

This is a stonking standmount that 

does far more than you'd expect at 

the price. It creates scale and depth of 

image with ease, so the music is wide 

and deep with instruments 

sounding more real as a 

result. It's also unusually 

transparent and coherent -

you can hear right into the 

mix and the way the music is 

delivered is fluent and clean. 

It even has usefu I bass 

capabilities, which while 

unlikely to shake the furniture 

will be more than enough to 

annoy the neighbours, tracks 

like Goldrapp's Brown Poper 

Bag coming across in 

dynamic, deep and 

surprisingly tactile form. 

Fast, accurate timing is a maior key 

to how the ELS3 manages to make 

music so inviting, despite its 

diminutive form. Few speakers at this 

price level come close to sounding as 

clean and convincing as the Epos. 

11 'wed HFC 241 

.£555 per pair a 08704 441044 €� www.pmc-speakers.com 

PMC DB1 LOUDSPEAKER 

I
t might be unbelievably tiny, but 

this DBl (Dinky Box One I) is still a 

totally serious and extremely 

capable speaker. It's utterly seductive 

sonically, in the way it drags you into 

the music, yet it's an almost invisible 

presence in the listening room. If small 

is indeed beautiful - and for many 

that certainly applies where speakers 

are concerned - the DBl should earn 

itself plenty of fans. 

It's hard to believe that such a 

compact (29cm high) enclosure can 

incorporate a four-fold transmission line 

with a l .Sm effective length, but that 

feature helps explain why it costs a 

substantial £555 (in oak or cherry, ten 

per cent more for walnut or black). The 

other ingredients - two high-class drive 

units, a complex crossover and a wood 

veneered enclosure - are all of the 

highest quality too, while the internal 

partitions ensure a highly rigid box. 

It's equally difficult to believe that 

something so small can sound so big, 

lively, and capable. A little more 

weight and authority might be 

appreciated, especially on heavier rock 

and dance material, but if the bass is 

quantitatively close to the margin, it 

was also qualitatively exceptional -

clean, agile and invariably informative 

and communicative. 

The broad midband is smooth and 

even, with a lovely warmth, coherence 

and overall neutrality. Siting is tricky, 

since the midband and imaging are 

better with the speakers clear of walls, 

while the bass benefits from wall 

reinforcement. One might assume the 

DBl is primarily destined for surround 

channel duties, but don't 

underestimate its capabilities as a main 

stereo pair, particularly if you're after an 

expressive speaker for a small to 

medium-size room. Reviewed HFC 240 

[Speakers] THEHl·FI 
AWARDS 

"It creates scale and depth of image with 
ease, so the music is wide and deep with 

J instruments sounding more rea� as a result." 

"It's difficult to believe that a speaker 
as small as the 081 can sound so big, 
lively and capable ." 

ALBUMS OF THE YEAR #11 
BONNIE 'PRINCE' BILLY 
MASTER AND EVERYONE DOMINO 

Sometimes the best things come in simple packages, and Will Oldham's third 

'Prince' outing is a prime example. This subtle and unprepossessing collection 

of a/most-completely acoustic music contains some of the best American 

song-writing of the last decade, let alone this year. Shaun Mar ·1, HFC reviewer 
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£930 per pair lit 017 56 795333 @ www.castleacoustics.co.uk · '. . 
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CASTLE CONWAY 3 LOUDSPEAKER 

C
astle's Conway 3 is a totally 

beguiling and seductive 

package. It sits snugly quite low 

to the ground, is beautifully finished 

in a wide choice of real-wood veneers, 

and is realistically priced at £930. But 

above all it delivers a beautifully lively 

and well-balanced sound that will 

always make your music inviting and 

entertaining. 

It's a relatively conventional 

two-way, with two bass/mid drive 

units mounted above and below the 

tweeter in a d'Appolito configuration, 

port-loaded through the base. Build is 

very solid, with a tasty rich red 

mahogany veneer, and a plinth 

usefully extends the stability footprint. 

The main drivers have cast alloy 

frames and llSmm woven carbon­

fibre matrix cones, while the offset 

tweeter has a 28mm soft fabric dome. 

The overall tonal balance is about as 

good as it gets, just slightly laid back 

with a beautifully judged treble end, 

alongside fine focus and coherence. 

The only criticisms are a slight lack of 

deep bass weight and extreme top­

end sparkle and 'air'. The solid 

enclosure probably contributes 

towards a notably wide dynamic 

range, and dynamics themselves come 

through with considerable verve and 

enthusiasm, ensuring fine expression 

of musical intent. 

One might perhaps criticise the 

speaker for some lack of image 

height, but in all other respects the 

stereo soundstages are very well 

formed, with good depth and 

accurate perspectives whatever music 

you play. Above all, though, this 

speaker sucks you into the music in 

such a way that will ensure you and 

your system will enjoy plenty of use. 

0v v HFC 237 

"Dy namics 
come through 
with 
considerable 
verve and 
enthusiasm, 
ensuring fine 
expression of 
musical intent." 

£999 per pair lit 0845 660 2680 w www.focal-jmlab.fr · . 

FOCAl:JMLAB COBALT 81 & SIGNATURE s LOUDSPEAKER 

A 
brilliantly successful under-the­

skin makeover has transformed 

JMlab's original Cobalt 816 -

itself a very capable design, 

commended in last year's HFC Awards 

- into one of 2003's star performers, 

with a splendidly lively and open 

character that fully addresses our 

(minor) criticisms of the original. 

The 'Signature S' Cobalt 816 has 

much in common with its predecessor. 

It's a 'two-and-a-half-way' design, 

using two l 65mm 'W-sandwich' cone 

drivers, and a Tioxid 5 inverted 

titanium dome tweeter. Contemporary 

styling combines 'red cherry' sides, 

metallic-look front and top and a 

perforated metal grille. Tough 8mm 

spikes give firm support - but without 

the stability of a separate plinth. 

While the original version was a 

doughty performer, this upgrade 

undoubtedly represents a significant 

improvement, avoiding the rather 

'shut in' and 'pinched' voice band of 

the earlier model. As a result, diction 

is much clearer and lyrics more 

intelligible, especially at low levels. 

Indeed, if anything, the Signature S 

has a slight tendency to over-project 

detail in the presence band. 

It's a real class act sonically, 

delivering a rare combination of open 

neutrality alongside ample bass drive 

and weight and realistic dynamic 

expression. The Live Alison Krauss + 

Union Station album came across with 

all the verve, intimacy and dynamic 

tension that is the raison d'etre of a 

top quality live recording. 

While it might not go as loud as a 

three-way, this speaker's greater 

simplicity is reflected in its fine overall 

coherence, and that in turn accounts 

for its excellent communication skills. 

HFC 242 

"It's a class act, 
sonically, 
delivering a rare 
combination of 
open neutrality 
alongside ample 
bass drive and 
weight." 

•• 

ALBUMS OF THE YEAR #12 Warm your soul on Elbow's smouldering undertow with this, the band's 
second album of guitar-smoked ambience driven on a slothful, soulful breeze. 
Far-reaching and texturally fluid, it percolates through the year's creative 
malaise like fresh water through bone-dry sand. 11 HFC ed 'Or 

ELBOW 
CAST OF THOUSANDS v2 
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£2, 149 per pair (stands .£399) m 020 8971 3909 ® www.sonusfaber.com 

THEHl·fl 
AWARDS 

SONUS FABER CREMONA AUDITOR LOUDSPEAKER 

I f the tall floorstanding Son us 

Faber Cremona is too big or 

too expensive, the smaller 

standmounted Cremona Auditor 

has all the looks and is even more 

flexible, for a fraction of the price 

of its bigger brother. Sonus Faber 

has a commanding reputation as 

the Armani of speaker builders, and 

the drop-dead gorgeous Cremona 

Auditor, on its slightly swept-back 

stands and with its lute-string-style 

speaker grilles, only reinforces the 

perception of Italian style. 

This two-way, rear-ported 

stand mount speaker is claimed to 

have an 88dB sensitivity and a four­

ohm nominal impedance, with an 

effective frequency response from 

48Hz-40kHz. A well-endowed amp is 

required to drive a pair correctly and it 

needs to be carefully positioned away 

from walls, but if correctly set up it 

"The Cremona's 
sound is one 
that disappears. 
leaving a 
large, deep, 
holographic 
soundstage." 

returns a performance that is every bit 

as gorgeous as its looks. 

It produces a crisp, clean and 

dynamic sound with stacks of treble 

detail and surprisingly deep bass for 

such a box of its size. The speakers 

themselves 'disappear' sonically, 

leaving a deep and wide holographic 

soundstage, with even a good degree 

of height information. But the 

Cremona Auditor is not one of those 

polite audiophile loudspeakers that 

lacks any form of heh when you move 

from pretty Mozart string quartets to 

flat-out guitar-driven rock. It's punchy, 

yet refined enough to cope with any 

form of musical genre. 

Speakers that look good and sound 

good are rare - those that combine 

these traits while remaining smaller 

than the average fridge are rarer still. 

That's what makes the Cremona 

Auditor so special. 01ed HFC 246 

£2,995 per pair m 01833 631021 @ www.neatco.uk 

NEAT ULTIMATUM MFS LOUDSPEAKER 0 ne of the hehiest and most 

complex compacts around, this 

exceptionally elegant speaker is 

proof positive that very good things 

indeed can come in compact 

packages. It's a splendid example of 

combining the best sonic qualities of 

the standmount with the weight and 

scale typical of large floorstanders, 

thanks to its isobaric loading and 

five-driver line-up. 

Neat's Ultimatum MFS is expensive, 

but very well equipped. Besides the 

five drivers - four visible, and an extra 

one hidden inside - classy real-wood 

veneers decorate the sides and back 

of an incredibly solid birch-ply 

enclosure. The 45mm-thick front and 

top panels use a 'sandwich' 

construction with a polyethylene 

membrane 'filling'. 

This is actually at heart a two-way 

loudspeaker, the front panel housing 

Neat's familiar 165mm main driver 

and a top-class Focal tweeter. The top 

surface meanwhile has a pair of 

EMIT-type super-tweeters, while a 

second bass driver inside provides the 

isobaric loading. 

It seems slightly outrageous that a 

speaker this small should sound so 

inordinately large. Its superbly wide 

dynamic range and complete freedom 

from unwanted 'box' effects brings 

uncommon clarity to low frequencies. 

With the MFS you get to hear the 

drive units, but not the enclosure - or 

for that matter the crossover network. 

There's a communication directness 

here that is totally convincing, 

thoroughly seductive and also 

ruthlessly revealing. 

Few speakers can distinguish better 

between the various sources, or show 

up differences between rival 

components, and therefore few more 

"It seems 
outrageous that 
a speaker this 
small should 
sound so large.'' 

effectively lay bare the arguments, 

intentions and subtleties of even the 

most complex music. 

'i v1 wed HFC 241 

ALBUMS OF THE YEAR #13 Salsbury Hill, Shock The Monkey, Sledgehammer, Don't Give Up, Games 

Without Frontiers, Big Time ... and that's just the first six of 31 re-mastered 

tracks. Intelligent, timeless pop, brilliant production. I like it. A lot. HIT 
PETER GABRIEL VIRGIN Oov 1 'v . 1--/Fl rPVf< 
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£4,000 per pair e 011 5 973 3222 €1 www.defin itiveaudio.co.u k 

LIVING VOICE AVATAR OBX·R2 LOUDSPEAKER 

I 
n what has been a very good year 

for loudspeakers, Living Voice's 

reworking of its Avatar OBX·R has 

kept this cracking box right up there 

in the premier league of top quality 

air shifters. It retains the distinctive 

outboard crossover, but this contains a 

redesigned network with both the 

cabinet and internal wiring having 

been upgraded. 

The Avatar is an elegant and 

compact floorstanding design, its 

beautiful real-wood veneer contrasting 

with twin doped paper bass/mid units 

flanking a silk dome tweeter. The 

bass/mid units may not look 

particularly fancy but then they were 

not selected for their aesthetics - this 

is the best l 65mm driver that Living 

Voice says it can get. Equally classy is 

the Revelator tweeter, a highly 

respected high-end design. 

This is a phenomenally dynamic 

loudspeaker - it can reproduce the 

energy, vitality and life in music in a 

way that is so tonally natural that you 

can't help but be swept away. Not 

only do trumpets, guitars, voices, you 

name it, have more life, but the way 

they are played is always clear. The 

sound is also more substantial and 

three-dimensional than many 

alternatives - you can always hear the 

space in recordings. The bass is not 

only deep, it is elastic and fluid to 

boot, with rich tone and real texture. 

Low-level detail is always well defined 

and denser passages untangle 

themselves so that you can hear 

precisely what's going on. 

The Avatar OBX-R2 is a musical 

communicator of real talent, its 

transparency conveying the message 

in an effortless and engrossing 

fashion. A speaker for all seasons, no 

less. ,., HFC 242 

"The sound is 
more three­
dimensional 
than many 
alternatives -
you can always 
hear the space 
in recordings. " 

BANG & OLUFSEN BEOLAB 5 LOUDSPEAKER 

T
he 'intelligent loudspeaker', this 

striking looking model is simply 

the most radical, innovative and 

complex design ever, incorporating 

several thousand watts of 

amplification plus some very clever 

digital signal processing. The result is 

a speaker that automatically aligns 

itself to the particular room it's in. 

A four-way floorstander, the striking 

conical shape allows an enormous 

380mm bass driver to be mounted in 

the base, pointing downwards. The 

two horizontal silver discs mount the 

78mm fabric-dome midrange and 

18mm tweeter, both firing upwards 

onto elliptical acoustic 'lenses' that 

ensure a consistent performance 

irrespective of siting. 

First impression, under truly 'blind' 

conditions, was of this speaker's 

exceptionally precise and detailed 

stereo perspectives, and even-handed 

neutrality. The 'lens' system does 

indeed work 'as advertised', and seems 

to have no obvious downsides. 

Coloration is exceptionally low 

throughout the audio band, but its 

cleverest trick is the way it seems to 

'disappear', acoustically speaking. One 

simply isn't aware of the location of 

the speakers - only of the precisely 

detailed and well-focused soundstage, 

with all the instruments and voices of 

a recording portrayed with unusually 

natural positioning and proportions. 

Loudness capabilities are prodigious 

and the bass alignment is about as 

good as it gets, imparting magnificent 

weight and power whenever the 

material requires, while neatly avoiding 

mid-bass thickening. Most significantly, 

this excellence should be consistently 

realised irrespective of the room in 

which the Beolab 5 is used - B&O has 

truly struck gold. I"' HFC 244 

"Bass alignment 
is just about as 
good as it gets, 
imparting 
magnificent 
weight and 
power when 
required." 

ALBUMS OF THE YEAR #14 Scandinavian blonde and mate af Norwegian new jazz meister Bugge 

Wesselto� does her self-penned, self-produced thing. And it's great. Beate 5 

Lech (her real name) is moodier than Nora Janes but still tuneful - a bluesy, BEADY BELLE 
CEWBEAGAPPIC JAZZLAND touching, tough, vulnerable set. 11 1-1 ·c -'U c 
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ACCESSORIES MAKETH THE SYSTEM 

Strictly speaking, there's only one hi-fi accessory that's 

absolutely essential - a set of speaker cables to run 

between your amp and speakers. (That said, wireless 

multi-room systems are now beginning to appear, but 

that's another story ... ) The only systems that tend to come 

with speaker cables are pre-packaged jobs of the 

mini/micro variety, so if you're buying separates you have 

to choose a set. That's actually no bad thing, as they can 

have a pretty profound effect on the overall sonic picture. 

The same goes for interconnect cables, which are 

commonly used to hook source components to amplifiers, 

though some lower-end components come with free ones 

in the box. Don't use these - even a modest set of 

specialist cables will have a marked effect on performance, 

and that goes for both digital and analogue connections. 

Picking cables can be bewildering, but it's an important 

task because cables are the only conduits through which 

delicate signals travel between components. Choose 

poorly and your system will never perform at its best, no 

matter how carefully you've chosen the rest of your kit. 

Our reviews will tell you the strengths and weaknesses of 

individual models, and what sort of gear they're likely to 

work best with. All the cables in the HFC Awards come 

1 1 :�g
t

h!
h

;ecommended of course, but the best way to find �at works well with your system is to listen, 

preferably with a home trial. In terms of budget, spend as 

much as you can afford but consider at least 15 per cent 

of your total system budget as a starting point. And 

remember - fatter doesn't necessarily mean better! 

Any decent hi-fi system also needs proper support. 

Stand mount speakers will only perform at their best on a 

suitable pair of stands, while all types of equipment 

(particularly turntables) will benefit from a specialist rack. 

The purpose of a hi-fi support is to isolate, though some 

do this better than others. Some contribute their own 

effect to the sound, which may or may not appeal, but 

those we recommend highest are always those that 

contribute least, letting your system do the talking. 

Beyond that, your choice of accessories will depend on 

what you want from your system. High-quality turntables 

will benefit from a well-chosen off-board phono stage, not 

to mention a good arm and cartridge, while headphone 

users will find a dedicated headphone amp will reap big 

sonic benefits. Mains cables and conditioners may prove 

highly effective too, particularly in a world where myriad 

appliances jostle for house space with your hi-fi and the 

electricity supply is increasingly polluted. And if you want 

to complement your hi-fi with a table radio or portable 

music device, or simply see what a good subwoofer can do 

to your system's sound, we'll tell you the best you c�n buy. 11 Turn the page for an Award-winning selection ... HF� 
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.£65 (0.8m pair) a 01236 420199 :];) www.vandenhul.com 

VAN DE HUL THE WELL � 
INTERCONNECT CABLE 

This cable is one of the cheapest to use vdH's trademark 'Linear Structure 

Carbon', together with silver-plated copper. The resulting sound is 

remarkably clear and open, with particularly solid and deep stereo imaging, 

great confidence over a wide dynamic range and beautifully natural 

acoustic decay on percussion. A fine all-rounder. Revt•'WP.d HFC 241 

.£83 (Im pair) a 0800 373467 @ www.kimber.com 

� KIMBER TIMBRE 

.£100 (Impair) a 020 8979 2155 @ www.townshendaudio.com 

0 SHEND SOLDA DCT100 � 
INTERCONNECT CABLE 

Cryogenically treated copper is quite an esoteric material to find at this 

price, and to accommodate it Townshend has economised on insulation 

material. The result is a highly engaging cable that majors on detail and 

subjective 'speed', with a good tonal balance too. An excellent choice if 

you're looking to pep things up a bit f ·v c HFC 241 

54 HI-FI CHOICE awards 2003 

INTERCONNECT CABLE 

One of Kimber's 'budget' cables, this shows little obvious concession to 

its price, with good phono plugs too. Its plaited construction gives it an 

excellently neutral balance and stereo imaging is equally good. Its 

pleasing, relaxed character complements many musical styles and does 

not preclude vigorous action when required. •v1ewec HFC 248 

.£40 (Im single) a 01622 664070 @ www.supracables.co.uk 

�SUPRA TRICO 
DIGITAL INTERCONNECT 

A plain and sensible coaxial digital cable with good materials and 

workmanship, this one offered distinctly improved performance over 

freebies with a variety of DACs when tested. Its most obvious benefits are 

in the depth of stereo image, and also its well-extended tonal palette and 

weighty bass. HFC 241 



£10(permetre) m 01483 747474 @ www.qed.co.uk 

QED X·TUBE XT300 
SPEAKER CABLE 
QED's cunning use of tubular conductors makes 

this cable bulkier than some of its competitors, but 

it's worth the trouble because the sound is blessed 

with unusually fine bass and stereo imaging for a 

cable at this price. An Award winner for the 

second year running, its natural tonality, balance 

and detail keep it ahead of the game at £10/m. 

Nice 'Airlok' plugs are extra. P 11ewed HFC 234 

.£45 (per metre) m 01206 823136 

.£19.97 (per metre) m 020 8991 9200 •li) wwwwireworldaudio.co.uk 

� WIREWORLD SOLSTICE 5 
SPEAKER CABLE 
Available in both single and bi-wire form, the only difference in price 

being that of the terminations, this cable uses two 'Symmetricoax' wires 

joined together, each one offering considerably lower inductance than 

conventional cables. The musical results are excellent, with very fine bass, 

sparklingly clear treble and quite remarkable detail. Reviewed HFC 248 

ELECTROFLUIDICS MONOLITH 20/20 � 
SPEAKER CABLE 
A flat cable with unusual electrical characteristics that ensure maximum 

frequency response flatness. Subjectively, it offers some of the deepest 

and best-controlled bass we've heard, together with truly revelatory levels 

of detail. Treble is never over-emphasised but opens up effortlessly when 

required. A real reference product. ev1e1 HFC 241 

.£4,400 (2mpair,.£&50per extra0.5m) m 01352 730251 q) www.nordostcom 

� NORDOS VALHALLA 
SPEAKER CABLE 
The Nordost Valhalla proposition could not be simpler. On the one hand it is 

almost unfeasibly expensive. Never mind the reasons, because the other half of 

the bargain is that in most systems, Valhalla is simply the best cable you can 

buy, which delivers unprecedented resolution, depth and life. Full stop. 

R viewPd HFC 239 
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.£249 2 0208 900 2999 @ www.musicalfidelity.com 

MUSICAL FIDE ITY X-CANSV3 • 
HEADPHONE AMP 

The revitalised 'V3' X-series accessories from Musical Fidelity look better 

made and more businesslike then their predecessors. The new X-LPSv3 

phono stage is impressive, but the real star of the show is the X-Cansv3, a 

neat little headphone amp with a bold and open sound that beats most 

built-in headphone sockets hands down. ei HFC 248 

.£400 2 01443 833570 @ www.audiodesign.co.uk 

TOM EVA S MICROGROO • 
PHONOSTAGE 

This Perspex box may not be the latest but it is reliably still the 

greatest. Available in MM or MC variants it reveals what vinyl is all 

about, be it dynamics, imaging or low-level detail. The energy it 

produces gives the music a realism and presence that other stages 

struggle to imitate. R"vit •e1 HFC 234 
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.£160 2 01444 258258 @ www.beyerdynamic.co.uk 

BEYERDYNAMIC T990 
HEADPHONE 

This comfortable and practical headphone illustrates perfectly why many 

pro-audio users swear by 'cans' for high-resolution listening. New insights 

into familiar recordings become the order of the day thanks to the 

combination of extended bass and treble, neutral midrange and 

impeccable clarity across the range. A genuine high-end bargain. 

R .v1ewe1 HFC 245 

� J:K=({;�V3 
"""'" 

dB 

• 
l'liO!o!U 

® 

.£50 2 01908 319360 if;) www.nadelectronics.com 

pp 
PHONOSTAGE 

Somehow, NAD has managed to squeeze into this tiny box a phono stage 

compatible with both MM and MC cartridges, and done it to a surprisingly 

high standard. There's better detail resolution than one might expect, with 

low noise, little or no hum (the external PSU helps) and nicely extended 

bass and treble. A great value budget option. t HFC 245 



� 01702 333071 (ii• www.rega.co.uk 

TONEARM 

Rega's flagship RBlOOO tonearm not only features the RB-series 

continuous casting from bearing housing to headshell, it also has the 

very best bearings selected from the hundreds Rega makes each month. 

The result has wonderful musical delicacy, with subtle detailing that 

regularly sends shivers up the spine, alongside an exceptionally wide 

dynamic range. Expensive but worth every penny. HFC 244 

.£1,800 � 0141 307 7777 €ii www.linn.co.uk 

PHONO CARTRIDGE 

The low-output moving-coil Akiva features a substantial reduction in 

metalwork, alongside Linn's traditionally excellent mechanical integrity. 

Both measurement and listening show superb neutrality and magnificent 

bass, alongside notably low surface noise. With fine dynamic expression 

and a wide bandwidth, what you hear sounds very close to master tape. 

HFC 242 

[ Cables & Accessories 1 

.£110 � 01279 50llll ('� www.gradolabs.com 

� GRADO STIGE GOLD 
PHONO CARTRIDGE 

THEHl·FI 
AWARDS 

This impressive moving magnet model is still an affordable favourite. The 

midrange is excellent, with great presence and vitality, it images well, 

placing instruments and voices with decent precision, and it follows 

complex lines with apparent ease. Bass is deep and timing is strong - you 

can't ask for more at the price. � HFC 235 

.£ 1,960 � 01622 721444 (\i) www.chordelectronics.co.uk 

� CHORD DIC64 
DIGITAl:TO·ANALOGUE CONVERTER 

Positively oozing hi-tech, this DAC does an awful lot of things very right 

indeed. Most noticeable is the purity of the sound, combining effortless 

coverage of the frequency band with the true 'hear-through' quality that 

marks out the finest hi-fi. Vastly informative, and usefully insensitive to 

incoming data jitter. Smart, tool "e� • d HFC 237 
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Whatever your thoughts about MP3, there can be no argument over the 

portable music player to use - Apple's stunning iPod is the only personal 

audio accessory to own. In its 20GB guise (they now go up to 40GB) it can 

hold up to 5,000 tracks, it works with Mac or PC, plus it's dead easy to 

use. A brilliant way to take your music on the move. HFC 243 

.£130 e 01702 601410 @ www.tivoliaudio.com 

TIVOLI PAL 
FM/AM PORTABLE RADIO 
No, you're not imagining it - a portable radio can be hi-fi and this is the 

model that proves it. Retaining the famous operational convenience and 

signal-pulling power of the original Tivoli, this smart and tough unit adds 

battery operation and if anything slightly better sound, highly intelligible 

on speech and relaxed on music. Ii HFC 242 

From .£3,484 (3zones) e os4s ogo 2266 (ii) www.apus-techna109ies.ca.uk 

� OPUS SYSTEM 

.£699 e 0191 262 4646 •Ji) www.customdesign.co.uk 

MULTl·ROOM SOLUTION 
Calling this an 'accessory' might be stretching it a bit, but Opus's clever kit 

deserves the recognition of anyone seeking an elegant route into multi­

room audio. This customisable system includes a master control unit plus as 

many wall-mounted keypads, power amp modules and in-ceiling speakers 

as required - a simple and effective solution. HFC 247 

CUS 0 DE N C CEPT 400 ACOUSTIC � 
EQUIPMENT SUPPORT 
It may look a little dowdy, but this very practical rack is made almost 

entirely of Custom Design's 'Acoustic Steel' and 'Acoustic Aluminium', 

giving it remarkably little sonic signature. It wobbles a little, it's true, but 

it helps produce an overall system sound that's detailed and neutral, with 

no overhang or artificially boosted bass 'speed'. HFC 247 
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.£100 (per pair) a 01474 709299 @ www.partingtonspeakerstandscom 

PARTINGTON DRWNOUGHT .. 
SPEAKER STAND 
This metallic grey stand might look a little prosaic, but it supplies very 

impressive, fully welded engineering at a very sharp price. It sounds notably 

clean and sweet for the money, with a tight bass that's free from thickening 

or overhang. And it supplies genuine authority and drive with compellingly 

coherent voice band projection and expression. It's now something of an 

old favourite, but it's still hard to beat �e�1e' '" HFC 220 

[ Cables & Accessories ] 

.£1, 140 a 020 8979 2155 :};: www. townshendaudio.com 

I
TUJHl·fl 
nlRDS 

� TOWNSHEND SEISMIC SINK STAND 2 
EQUIPMENT SUPPORT 
Available in various size options, this pneumatically suspended rack is 

more stable than the original version and offers much more isolation 

than 'conventional' racks. It's effective with any type of component, but 

its unique strength is with LP turntables where the suspension really 

helps clean things up and prevent feedback. Rev1e1 E HFC 240 

.£495 a 01635 291357 @ www. isoteksystems.com 

� ISOTEK MINI SUB 

.£2,000 a 01903 221800 @ www.bwspeakers.com 

B&WASW850 � 
SUBWOOFER 
This top-end subwoofer is a 45kg monster with a 38cm driver, tamed to 

the point where it blends successfully even with high-end speakers like 

the Nautilus 800. It's undoubtedly an expensive 'accessory', but while 

some excellent lower-cost alternatives are available from the likes of REL 

and indeed B&W, this sub is truly extraordinary. Rev1e" J HFC 246 

MAINS FILTER 
The six outputs on the Mini Sub are progressively more filtered to suit 

various source and amplifier components in a full system. The approach is 

a sensible one and the results of using this well-made unit are 

surprisingly obvious, with a clear improvement in the resolution of fine 

details within the music. An excellent upgrade. ,, HFC 248 

awards 2003 I Hl·FI CHOICE 59 



l.RS' lWlllS 

Your votes have been counted and the results are in. Here are your nominations for 
the highlights of the year (and, judging by some of your votes, of yesteryear too .. .) 

' . •\\ ;" 

�-� "' 
.,,. -- - -

BEST CD PLAYER 
1st Marantz CD6000KI Sig 

2nd Nairn CDX2 

3nl Cyrus CDS 

», 
-... 

- -..:,.,.,.,. 

� ' 

BEST DIGITAL 
R RDER 

1st Pioneer PDR-609 

2nd Yamaha CDR·HD1300 

3n1 Apple iPOD 

1st KEF KHT2005.2 

2nd Meridian DSP system 

3n1 Mordaunt-Short 500 

audio T 

Hl·FI DEALER OF 
HE YEA 

1st Audio T 

2nd Sevenoaks Sound & Vision 

3nl Richer Sounds 
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BEST DVD OR 
SACDP JER 
1st Denon DVD-2900 

2nd Pioneer DV-757Ai 

3nl Pioneer DV-565A 

BEST STEREO AMP 
1st Cyrus 8 

2nd AVI Laboratory 

Reference Series 

3nl Marantz PM7200 

EST I FI ESSORY 
1st lsoTek Mini Sub 

2nd Musical Fidelity X-Cans 

3nl Kimber SPR 

speaker cable 

ALBUM OF THE YEAR 
1st The Darkness 

Permission To Land 
2nd David Bowie Reality 
3nl Red Hot Chili Peppers 

By The Way 

BESTTURNT E 
1st Linn LP12 Basik 

2nd Pro-Ject Debut II 

3nl Rega P3 

NEL 

1st Pioneer VSA-AX l OAi 

2nd Arcam AV8/P7 

3nl Denon AVR-3803 

1st Universal players 

2nd PAL Progressive scan 

3nl i.Link 

BES S OR DVD·A 
MUSIC DISC 
1st Pink Floyd The Dark Side 

of the Moon 
2nd Norah Jones Come 

Away With Me 
3nl Flaming Lips Yoshimi ... 

T 
1st Denon TU-260L II 

2nd Pure Evoke 

3nl Cambridge Audio 

DAB500 

BEST STEREO 
p 

1st PMC OBl 

2nd B&W Signature 805 

3nl Sonus Faber Cremona 

Hl·fl BRAN 

1st Cyrus 

2nd Arcam 

3nl Linn 

EREVIEWER 

1st Paul Messenger 

2nd Alvin Gold 

3nl Jason Kennedy 



F I N E TWO CHANNE L AU D I 0 SYSTEMS 

Unlco CD. CD player with valve 

output stage 

srnTek 
�·� 

Wadla 861 CD player. Both Basic 

and SE versions on permanent 

demonstration 

Unlco pre-power amplification. 

Valve hybrid design, very good 

sound and great value 
A.R.T. Skibo loudspeakers with 
bass modules 

lsoTek mains conditioners. 

All modules in use in our 

demonstrations 

Hot Tubes ID-1 vatw ampllfter. 

Accustlc Arts. High quality 

amplification from Germany 

Conveniently located between Reading and 

Basingstoke, we are approximately 15 minutes drive 

from either Junction 12 on the M4 or Junction 6 
on the M3. Free and easy parking, outside the 

building. We have a home evaluation scheme for 
those who might find this method more convenient. 

7 Comet House, Calleva Park, Aldermaston 

Reading, Berkshire RG7 SJA 

T 0118 981 9891 
E info@audioconsultants.co.uk 

www.audioconsultants.co.uk 

Demonstrations by appointment, 
Mondays to Saturdays 10:00 to 18:00. 

It is advisable to call us before visiting. 

Part exchange welcome. Ex-demonstration and 

previously owned equipment listed on our website. 

AC/HFC/11A 



Don't be contained, be entertained 

Prepare for deeper; wider; higher 

Let the technology work, hear the music 

Reset your definition of exceptional 

Experience sound without limits 

Enjoy the Spendor magic 

Spendor Audio Systems Ltd 

Tel +44 (0)1323 843474 

Fax +44 (0)1323 442254 

info@spendoraudio.com 

www.spendoraudio.com 

Release the full 
potential of your system 

STEP 2: THE CABLES 

KIMBER Silver Streak analogue 
interconnect £145 for O.Sm pair 

t'H'JCCC 
Hi-Fi Choice May '03 
11 very fine cable indeed.' 

Order a FREE catalogue now on UK Freephone 0800 373467 
(quote:ACA3l or online at www.russandrews.com 

The Nautilus 805 Signature 

Relax in the comfort of one of our 
demonstration rooms, and experience the thrill of 

the awesome B&W Nautilus speaker range. 
It's just one of the great products we stock. 

�SOUND GALLERY 

01494 531682 
65 Castle Street, High Wycombe Bucks HP13 6RN 

http://www.soundgallery.co.uk 

or email: home@soundgallery.co.uk 



Percentage ratings for 

various different criteria, 

like sound quality and 

value for money 

'.nor an 

r we liked 

point here 1$ 

to the job of 

·ea Vf.ry good impression in HFC 243. At 
.,ame price there's also the Cyrus 7, a 

ng all-rounder in a compact case. 

rter trying the Heart with the standard 

s we switched o.oer to the Siemens 
,;rade. a c.omparison somewhat muddied by 

1e fact that it was a cold for llor: swap - the 

�----""'""-'..d.J,_,�,,,._....,,ra! days with the 

Our overall conclusion 

fidence and ease. It even seems to be 

'r'Uli l.dn 1md ....... � c�vi!ised players for tn... 

money. But few combine dynamic!. with fine 

timing skills as effectively as this. HfC 
Jason Kennedy 

taken into account 

but the emphasis is 

on performance. 

Components scoring 

more than 85% 

may qualify for an 

HFC Award Badge 

A component 

receiving the coveted 

Hi-Fi Choice Best Buy 

Badge has been 

judged to deliver 

excellent performance 

at its price point, 

thereby offering 

outstanding value 

for money. 

Editor's Choice 

This Badge is awarded 

only to those 

components that are 

judged to deliver 

reference-standard 

performance, regardless 

of cost These products 

may be considered 

among the very best of 

their kind. 
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[ Review ] Chapter Preface preamplifier and II+ power amplifier 

CHAPTER AND VERSE 
Specialist British hi-fi firm Chapter has fused technologies to create a high-end tour de force 

PRODUCT Chapter Preface/II+ 

TYPE Stereo pre/power amplifier 

PRICE E4,300 (Preface)/ ES,500 (II+) 

KEY FEATURES Size (WxHxD): Preface 44x 10x30cm, 

II+ 44x15x30cm Q Gain adjust & bypass options O 300 

watts/eh 0 XLR balanced and RCA single-ended in/outs 

CONTACT e 01392 686797 

fil1 www.chapteraudio.com 

C
hapter may not be a familiar name yet 

but its directors have both served time 

with Chord Electronics and so know a 

thing or two about serious audio technology. 

Founded in 1999, the company started out 

with a power amp that looked exactly like the 

new II+ model under scrutiny here, yet 

featured more traditional analogue 

technology throughout. That amp was 

followed by the Preface preamp and now we 

have the very latest incarnation of the II, 

complete with a Class D 'digital' output stage. 

The thinking behind this change in approach 

is revealed in our interview with the designer 

over the page, and the result is a manageable 

(that is, not physically backbreaking) 300-watt 

stereo power amp with the sort of heat 

sinking more associated with fully analogue 

designs. The weight aspect has been achieved 

by using a switch-mode power supply, and its 

cool running comes courtesy of the high­

efficiency Class D factor. Yet this is not an 

entirely 'digital' amplifier - it's a hybrid of 

digital and analogue technology. All the initial 

gain stages are analogue, while the class D 

section forms the final output stage. 

One big problem with switch-mode power 

supplies is that the high-frequency switching 

can have a negative effect on their 

performance. Chapter has got around this by 

sharply rolling off the amp's response above 

35kHz at 24dB/octave, so that by the point 

at which the switching is active (lOOkHz) 

there is effectively no amplification going on. 

• 
• •  ••••••• 

.. - ......• 

• • 
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The Preface preamp is no less an example of 

leading edge design. Parts selection is 

distinctly sophisticated with Burr Brown and 

Linear Technology op-amps, ultra-low ESR 

Panasonic Gold electrolytic capacitors and 

Linear Technology regulators keeping things 

clean and clear. The two mains transformers 

are custom made and the PCB is a full 

immersion gold type, incorporating surface­

mou nt precision resistors. 

Another notable variation from the norm is 

the inclusion of a custom-designed volume 

pot which uses a series of precision resistors 

and relays. You change level with a remote or 

the infinitely rotating knob which is 

acceleration-sensitive. Turn it slowly and 

volume steps are reduced to O.l dB, but spin it 

with enthusiasm and you can have the sort of 

change rate associated with logarithmic 

devices. This takes a bit of getting used to but 

it's rare to have this degree of finesse in a 

remote-controllable pot. Unfortunately, the 

outputs. Those of us with only single-ended 

(SE) outputs can pick from a various unrelated 

input names like 'Sat', 'DVD' and 'Video'. But 

once you've plugged your CD player into the 

'Sat' input you can go back to the front of the 

unit and redefine or map the name of that 

input to 'CD SE' or even the name of your 

turntable, 'SME 20' for instance. Another useful 

feature is the ability to change the gain of 

inputs or even set one at OdB, the latter being 

a bypass option whereby the Preface and 11+ 

can sit between the main L/R channels and a 

processor in a multichannel AV system. 

SOUND QUALITY 

First impressions with the 11+ are not 

necessarily the ones to go with. The loss of 

harmonic detail and the accentuation of 

compression compared to our reference 

Gamut D200 are dramatic, yet there is a 

spark to the Chapter's sound that encourages 

patience and in time it wins you over - in fact 

"So stark is the reduction in harmonics that 
you have to ask the question - if this amp is 
right then are all other amps wrong?" 
remote control isn't pressure-sensitive and at 

higher levels (above -SOdB - this is one of 

those 'the lower the number, the higher the 

output' designs) it takes a while to make a 

big change in effective volume. 

The fascia has only the amp's name 

inscribed upon it - all the relevant information 

for the end user is to be found on the small 

dot matrix display. This will let you adjust a 

number of parameters: the usual ones, such as 

volume, input selection and balance, and 

some unusual ones like balanced or single­

ended output, phase inversion and 'sleep 

mode' which shuts down the 

display and its micro controller 

at pre-set times (choose 

between five and 60 seconds) . 

The selection of in and 

outputs on the back panel 

includes more balanced XLRs 

than is usual, with both the 

most popular named inputs 

available in this way alone. This 

means that the inputs named 

'CD' and 'phono' can only be 

accessed if your CD player or 

phono stage have balanced 

it makes you hungry for more. So stark is the 

reduction in harmonics, however, that you 

have to ask the question - if this amp is right 

then are all other amps wrong7 Are they 

subtly adding to the signal so that each note 

carries a tail of euphonic coloration, so 

realistic that it sounds like genuine harmonic 

detail or reverb7 It seems unlikely, but when 

you remember that harmonic distortion is the 

technical bane of valve amps, the kings of 

tone colour, it might make sense that even 

small amounts of the stuff in many modern 

transistor amps has the same effect. 

Whatever the Chapter amps are doing, or not 

doing, the end result is convincing. After a 

while it becomes clear that you can actually 

hear more of the fundamentals - little things 

like the low-level vocal samples on Fila Brazillia 

tracks make sense for a change. It comes down 

to two important hi-fi goals, timing and level 

resolution, and both seem unusually accurate 

here. Whatever you play - be it Chopin 

nocturnes or the high-speed excursions of 

Cornelius - the speed is spot on, and the 

timing gives the music a convincing ebb and 

flow. We played several albums that are not 

usually engaging and found them strangely 



captivating. Anouar Brahem's Barzakh, for 

instance, often seems to lack variety, but 

through the Chapter combo we were drawn in 

and engaged by the playing and the emotion 

behind it. With a good ECM label recording 

like this you also get plenty of harmonic detail 

and reverb - these amps are not dry. On a less 

subtle tip, Marshall Mathers' pace is picked up 

perfectly, capturing the edge in his delivery 

that is so elusive. Even the small bells on Kill 

You ring out with individuality and colour. 

The level resolution is most obvious when 

playing a variety of albums. Several can be 

compressed and lacking in level variation and 

thus sound a bit lacklustre, yet when a wide­

band one comes along you know all about it -

this often being the point when you wish the 

remote would change volume more swiftly! 

AC/DC's Back In Black is disappointingly 

(though unsurprisingly) compressed and 

lacking in genuine energy while Richard 

Thompson's Old Kit Bag is full life and 

expands into the room. Any component that 

shows up big differences between recordings 

is a pretty transparent one so long as it's not 

merely emphasising a particular frequency, as 

can be the case with loudspeakers. And the 

Chapters are nothing if not neutral - you are 

not drawn to any particular aspect of the 

tonal range, while the bass is clearly powerful 

and controlled but doesn't have the sort of 

signature associated with high power amps. 

The treble is clear and if anything slightly 

unusual but you soon get used to it - from 

then on it blends seamlessly into the bigger 

picture while helping to resolve fine detail. 

Transparency is also unusually high albeit in 

a natural, relaxed way. Some electronics 

emphasise the treble slightly to achieve this 

but the Chapters merely let more of the music 

through, revealing details and sounds that are 

usually masked or lacking in distinction. 1::2 
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[ Review ] Chapter Preface preamplifier and II+ power amplifier 

We talked ta Chapter's 

Technical Director 

Duncan Shrimpton 
about what makes an 

analogue/digital hybrid 

amplifier tick. 

HFC: With the Chapter II+ you have gone for a 

'digital' Class D design rather than a fully 

analogue one. Why the big change in approach? 

DS: The II+ is actually a fully analogue amplifier. 

The Class D topology uses an analogue hysteresis 

controller with a switching output stage, but it's 

still an analogue control loop and there is no 

clock. We chose Class D while reviewing designs 

for our forthcoming five-channel power amplifier. 

We needed a solution that was efficient in terms 

of both heat dissipation and space, hence the 

Class D. We discovered that if you could remove 

the switching component from the output of the 

Class D amplifier, the performance benefits of 

having no crossover distortion were phenomenal. 

What type of digital amplifier are you using? 

Our Class D design uses a fully balanced topology 

from input to output. RCA inputs are converted to 

balanced signals at the input. We use both 

voltage and current mode feedback to control the 

high-power PWM output stage with a second 

order output filter contained within the current 

feedback loop. 

The Preface is a wide bandwidth preamp 

whereas the II+ has a curtailed response. Why? 

Preface preamp 

Controls and display power 
supply transformer 

II+ power amp 

Switch-mode 

Power supply 
reservoir capacitors 

Micro processor 
control board 

::..llP.:"-cl--- Mains input 
filter 

9-·-*'"1'--- Complete 
single­
channel 
audio cards, 
one over 
the other 
(shielded 
under case) 

Analogue audio power 
supply transformer 

PWM 'digital' output stage 
(shielded under case) 

With CD and SACD there is a lot of out-of-band 

noise, mostly aliased copies of the signal. In the 

case of SACD, this noise is very high (·20dB at 

60kHz}. This noise will fold down in frequency 

and become audible if the amplifier distortion is 

high above 20kHz. The preamplifier could filter 

out this noise, however, if each stage filters the 

signal then the cumulative effect introduces large 

amounts of phase distortion. So the Preface uses a 

very wide-band, low-distortion amplifier (-90dB at 

SMHz) and carefully controls the gain in each 

section so that there is virtually no output by the 

time the distortion starts to rise. 

power supply (shielded under case) ---� f------ Left and right channel audio cards 

It is not possible to design a power amp in this 

way. So we use a fourth order linear phase filter 

with a roll-off point of 35kHz to remove 

unwanted noise signals prior to amplification. The 

only thing that you get out of the Chapter II+ is 

the audio band you put in. 
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r::::J They also get the message across in no 

uncertain terms. Put on Aarvo Part's Tobu/a 

Rosa for instance and you can't fail to hear 

the intensity of emotion and the power behind 

the composition. If music is about bringing us 

closer to the soul of the artist then these amps 

are a powerful conduit. 

Alternatively, you can be a little more 

scientific and listen to the differences in 

recording - few amplifiers reveal the sort of 

breadth that the Chapters do. Which is a good 

sign, albeit one that might rearrange the 

pecking order in your favourite albums list. 

Some won't sound as good as others but the 

greats will really shine, and whatever you hear 

it's unlikely to have come from the Chapter 

amps - they cover their tracks far too well. HFC 

Jason Kennedy 

FEATURES » 90% 
[l PRO 

>----------< Superb transparency, timing, 
BUILD» 90% neutrality and dynamic 

resolution. 

>----------< IJ CON 

VALUE» 85% •· . 

••••••••1•• 

These beautifully understated components sit quite 
comfortably among some of the finest Briti<,h amplifiers 

available. Their neutrality, timing and resolution challenge the 

very best at any price. 

Hl·fl: 
OVERALL SCORE >> 



"My kind of music" 

Hi-fi and home cinema that looks as good as it 

sounds. Whether it's a single component for your 

hi-fi system, a full surround sound home cinema 

system or a complete custom installati on 

service. Our 72 page colour guide gives invaluable 

advice on all the products you need, from the 

brands that matter, to fill your home with music. 

And it's FREE! 

Simply call Freephone 0500 101501 * 

visit www.music-at-home.co.uk 

or return the coupon today 
·p1ease quote reference HFC03c 

1 Please send me my FREE copy of The Ultimate Guide 

1 NAME ... 

1 ADDRESS 

POSTCODE ..... . 

1 Music at Home HFC03c, Freepost NATW946, (UK Only) 

Cheltenham, Glos. GL52 2BR 



UNIVERSAL FOR LESS 
Denon's top-end universal players are among the best yet - but do you really have to pay for quality? 

PRODUCT Denon DVD-1400 

TYPE Universal DVD-Audio/Video/SACD/CD player 

PRICE £400 

KEY FEATURES Size (WxHxD): 44x7.5x22cm 

O Weight 2.2kg O Universal player, supports DVD­

Audio/Video, SACD, DVD-R/RW, CD, CD-R/RW, Video 

CD, JPEG Kodak Photo CD, plus MP3 and WMA audio 

files on CD-R/RW 0 'pure direct' audio mode 

CONTACT W 01753 888447 @ www.denon.co.uk 

U 
niversal players are still far from 

commonplace, but it's now possible to 

pick up a good machine that can do 

DVD-Audio and SACD (as well as DVD-Video 

and CD) for not much cash these days_ Denon's 

new DVD-1400 is the company's entry-level 

player, yet at £400 it costs twice as much as 

the cheapest universal player currently 

available (Pioneer's DV-565A, commonly priced 

around £250 but available for as little as £180 

in Richer Sounds). So why spend £400? 

The DVD-1400 is a typically small, classy 

machine (now in silver or black - Denon's 

'champagne gold' is a bit too 1990s these 

days), slightly taller than most cheaper players, 

but not too deep and quite straightforward in 

use. The front panel has less than a dozen 

buttons all of a decent size that effectively 

replicate most of the remote control functions 

well - there are also a trio of lights on the 

display to show when you are playing DVD-A 

or SACD (or have the 'pure direct' button 
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engaged). The blue display panel below the 

centre-mounted disc drawer contains scant 

information and is limited in use. 

Its rear panel is equally functional and 

nondescript. With a single Scart and a trio of 

component video sockets (without progressive 

scan support), this looks like the back of 

almost any 5.1-equipped DVD player of the 

last two years or so and it's only under the 

covers where the obvious SACD/DVD-Audio 

part is entailed_ There, a screened can covers 

the circuitry surrounding the 5.1 decoder, 

doubtless to prevent pirates thieving away the 

digital data stream of SACD or DVD-Audio 

before it reaches the analogue outputs. 

But while it may not scream 'universal 

player', the DVD-1400 isn't entirely nondescript 

aesthetically and has a few touches that set it 

apart. One of the most important is the Pure 

Direct button, which effectively disables the 

display (both on-screen and on the front 

panel). This has a noticeable effect in raising 

the sound quality of DVD-Audio and especially 

SACD, but is not bad at improving CD sound a 

notch in the process, too_ 

Another clever feature is the on-screen 

set-up routine, which features a helpful 

picture of the remote control on the left-hand 

side_ This tells you what button to press and 

when, making set-up virtually idiot-proof. 

On the audio side the Denon lacks for 

nothing at the price_ If money were no object, 

the lack of i.Link might be a stumbling block, 

but that digital connection is not yet an issue 

at £400. Video, however, is less well covered_ 

By the end of the year, precious few players at 

the price will be supplied without progressive 

scan as an option_ The DVD-1400 is one of 

the few exceptions. While this important extra 

is less applicable for those without the latest 

screens or projection systems, needed or not, 

it's nevertheless become something of a 'must 

have' video feature on DVD players these days. 

SOUND AND VIDEO QUALITY 

In a way, the DVD-1400 hides its light under a 

big bushel - Denon's own superb DVD-2900. 

Despite costing twice as much as the '1400, 

the '2900 is the model that's been getting the 

attention. But our advice is not to overlook 

this little stunner - it may not have the throw­

it-down-a-lihshaft-just-to-watch-it-bounce build 



quality of its bigger brother but it delivers 

much of the performance where it counts, and 

that includes the music stakes. 

CD audio is a perennial problem for multi­

format DVD players. Conflicts with video 

aside, sometimes it's as if the audio DACs 

inside are so geared up for replaying the more 

advanced digital data of SACD or DVD-Audio 

that they treat CD with disdain, losing the 

sort of cohesive, temporally correct sound a 

well sorted CD player can do brilliantly. The 

DVD-2900 was one of the few exceptions, 

and guess what? Its little brother is similarly 

well sorted in the CD stakes. Stick Somethin' 

Else by Cannonball Adderley on the tray, turn 

off the display and you find yourself tapping 

your foot along with the be-bop beat. 

Moving over to DVD-Audio, the performance 

is just as precise and up-beat as the CD sound. 

Even diving through the back catalogue with 

old classics like Fragile by Yes highlighted the 

focus of the Denon player, the vocals standing 

out effectively from the rather dense mix. More 

modern recordings like Riding With The King 

by BB King and Eric Clapton or the majestic St 

Matthew Passion by Nikolaus Harnoncourt 

really come to life, the Denon managing to 

combine weight without boom, frequency 

extension without brightness and very fine 

channel separation and articulation 

throughout. It isn't going to make you ditch a 

more up-market player but its gutsy yet 

focused sound from DVD-A is highly enjoyable, 

like the DVD-2900 in miniature. 

DVD-Video performance is about average for 

a middle-market player. The lack of progressive 

scan will hobble it for the videophile's plasma 

Denon DVD·1400 universal DVD player [Review] 

"SACD is the weakest sonic link here, but even 
so it's not so weak that it's likely to require 
the Anne Robinson treatment." 
screen or projector, and the picture is more 

relaxed and a little more grainy than some. 

Fortunately, it's colourful enough to make that 

graininess seem less noticeable. Although it 

attempts to replicate the picture performance 

of the bigger Denons, it's clear this is a player 

where the lion's share of the development 

budget has been spent on universal sound. 

SACD is perhaps the weakest sonic link here, 

though not weak enough to receive the Anne 

Robinson treatment. The sound is dynamic and 

powerful but lacks the sheer clarity, integrity 

and precision of a dedicated SACD-only player 

or the meaty energy of the DVD-2900. The 

reissued Blonde On Blonde by Dylan is perhaps 

an odd choice for 'surroundificaton' but it 

worked well through the Denon, with plenty of 

earthy detail, though more audiophile 

recordings like the John Pizzarelli Trio playing 

Live At Bird/and lacked the high-ambience, 

sharply defined audiophile credentials of a 

good dedicated SACD player. 

Yes, it's possible to get a dedicated SACD 

player for similar money that will do a better 

job at playing SACDs. You can find single­

format CD players at the price that are better 

still at CD replay, and for the same money 

you can get a DVD player with extra video 

trimmings like progressive scan. But if you 

want to play all these discs, and audio quality 

is a key concern, you won't find a better one­

box solution anywhere near the price. Equally, 

if you're willing to raise the stakes by buying 

several more specialised players it'll cost you a 

good deal more to achieve a notable gain. 

The only comparably-priced universal 

playback competition comes from the Pioneer 

namechecked at the start of this review. And 

the two offer different strokes for different 

folks. The Pioneer's performance is more geared 

toward the 'V' in 'AV' - it has a vibrant picture 

and an expressive sound that draws you into 

DVD-Videos. But Denon has the edge in sound 

quality, with a more balanced and musical 

performance from its analogue outputs, and 

that statement is a pretty good summation of 

the brands' more costly universal players too. 

We began by asking "why pay more?" but 

the Denon DVD-1400 is so good at its musical 

tasks that it invites the question "why pay 

less?" instead. You can buy cheaper, but if you 

want good sound - especially from CD - you 

should spend that bit extra and invest in this 

hidden gem from the Denon catalogue. HFC 

Alan Sircom 

a PRO 
>>SUB RATINGS A sub-£500 do-it-all player 

.._ ' _o '-" -''_"_ o_"'-' 'ov_o.•_• _' " _ _, with a good all-round 
performance, especially in 
terms of CD and DVD-Audio. FEATURES» 75% 

>-----------< D CON 
BUILD» 90% 
1111111 UJ I 

Universal players are dropping 
in price rapidly and from a 
purely material view, this may 

>-----------< appear to offer less value than 
VALUE»95% 
••••••••••• 

similarly-specced players at a 
fraction of the price. 

Oenon's entry-level universal pldyer isn't the cheJpest, but its 

sound makes it worth spending the extrd, partirnlarly in 

musiwl terms. More rnstly player') like Denon's own DVD-2900 

deliver even more. hut at f400 this is J great-value option. 

Hl·FI )) OVERALL SCORE 
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The new HD650's from Sennheiser • 
are not simply headphones - they"1 .. l!llll�·-­are a philosophy. And for fans of I 

high-end audio equipment, they are••11t••••t11• 
the ultimate in listening pleasure . ._·-..L-..a.&Ac•...-1.0l!a.msm 

Every detail is suddenly crystal 
clear, and the sound is intensified 

with pure emotion. The HD650's are 
more than just sensational sound -

they are headphones with a soul. 

Technical Data 
Nominal impedance .... 

Contact pressure . . . . . . • • .  

Weight w/o cable . . . . . • . • • .  

. .... 300 Ohm 

. .... approx 2.5 N 
. . 260g 

Jack plug . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . .  6.3/ 3.5mm stereo 

Transducer principle . . . . .. open, dynamic 

Ear coupling . . . . . . . . . . . .. circumaural 

Cable length . . . ........... 3 m 

Frequency response . . . . . . . 10 - 39,500 Hz 

Sound pressure level (SPL) . . . . . . . . 10 3 dB (1 Vrms) 

T HD, total harmonic distortion ..... 0.0 5% 

[Zj SENNHEISER 

Sennheiser UK Ltd, Freepost, High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire HP12 3BR. Brochure Line: 0800 652 5002 email: info@sennheiser.co.uk Web: www.sennheiser.co.uk 

Sennheiser Ireland, G2 Calmount Park, Calmount Avenue, Dublin 12. Tel: +353 (0)1 4294400 email: info@sennheiserireland.com Web: www.sennheiserireland.com 



Cambridge Audio Azur 640C CD player [ Review ] 

8 Cambridge Audio 
[ ] 

f • 
� (• Ct 
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CUTER CAMBRIDGE 
Cambridge Audio's new range is very pretty but don't let that fool you, it means business 

0• G 
•• • 

••• • 
• ••• . .  _ -

PRODUCT Cambridge Audio Azur 640C 

TYPE CD player 

PRICE £250 

CONTACT m 0870 900 1000 

@ www.cambridge-audio.co.uk 

S
ince Cambridge Audio was taken under 

Audio Partnership's wing it has become 

a lean, aggressive brand that has a 

strong position in the budget market place. 

This is not hindered by the fact that in the UK 

it's sold exclusively by the most aggressive 

'affordable' separates retail chain, Richer 

Sounds. But it doesn't rest on its laurels for 

long, hence the introduction of the shiny new 

silver Azur range. Azur contains two integrated 

amps, two CD players, a DAB/FM tuner and a 

progressive scan DVD-A player. With prices no 

greater than £250 for any one piece this 

range could slaughter the budget competition 

if it sounds half as good as it looks. 

It's a brave company that launches a 

dedicated CD player in any market these days 

and a positively brash one that is prepared to 

take on a sector where DVD players are 

making mincemeat of the alternatives. But as 

anyone that cares to listen will hear it takes a 

stunning DVD player to beat a good 

dedicated CDP at its own game. 

The 640C is the top Azur CD player and 

differentiates itself from the £200 540C with 

a higher-specification DAC. This component 

alone helps improve all the important technical 

measurements according to the literature. The 

640C contains a 24-biV192kHz Wolfson DAC, 

a Sony transport mechanism and re-clocking 

circuitry to keep jitter under control, and 

houses them in a low resonance matt silver 

case. It is supplied with a slimline system 

remote which, thanks to its aluminium fascia, 

is very much more attractive than those found 

with many CD players. Unfortunately, both 

remote and player share stylish but rather 

subtle legends, and these are printed in words 

rather than being represented by symbols, 

which makes finding the right one a little slow 

to begin with, especially on the player itself 

where the white on silver is hard to read. 

As far as connections go there are no 

surprises - analogue and digital (optical and 

coaxial) outputs sit beside an IEC mains socket. 

SOUND QUALITY 
This is an impressively relaxed and coherent 

player yet it's not bland or obviously 

restrained. In the revealing hands of a far from 

budget system it delivers a sterling 

performance that only begins to reveal its 

limitations when the going gets very tough. In 

the context of its partnering amplifier 

(reviewed next month) it is certainly the 

stronger of the two, extracting more music 

than the amp is capable of making the most 

of. It's not a bad amplifier, it's just that amp 

components are inherently more expensive 

than those found in CD players. 

The 640C produces a smooth, coherent 

result with all manner of material from EST's 

jazz grooves to the deep voices of the 

Overtone Choir, a recording which reveals the 

subtlety of bass resolution on offer. It could be 

more 'bone crunching' at the extreme end of 

the range but has more colour and variety 

than ostensibly heavier sounding players. 

It readily makes the most of dynamic tension 

within the music, relaying Missy Elliott's 

rhythmically elastic grooves with a life and 

energy that budget players rarely reveal. 

There's a depth to the texture of instruments 

and voices, and scarcely any sense of strain -

you have to really push the Azur components 

hard before limitations are audible, and you 

can push them further musically than you 

might with the few alternatives at this price. 

For the 640C, the serious competition comes 

from Marantz, NAD and Sony's SCD-XB790S, 

the latter offering SACD compatibility. The 

new Marantz models may deliver better timing 

and the Sony is perhaps more detailed, but 

whether either can match the relaxed resolve 

and all-round finesse of the Azur is debatable. 

Smarter than previous Cambridge models 

and even better value, the 640C is a 

sophisticated budget player that sounds as 

good as it looks. HFC 
Jason Kennedy 

FEATURES » 75% l'.J PRO 
I I I I I I I Ill I I Relaxed, coherent sound and 

>------------; real metal build at a very 

BUILD» 86% competitive price. 

I I I I I I I I Ill I iJCON 

VALUE»92% 
.......... ,. 

(UMIU)IUf'. 
fhi'> elegant budqet player can hold ih own in wry PlevJted 

company, although in truth, a bud4et systt·m will bdrely do it 

justice. Yet another great rea>on, it one were nt!eded, tu lluy d 

dedicated CD player. 

HHICHDICE )) 860 / 
OVERALL SCORE ,t0 
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This very stylish floorstander 
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coloration is low, and imaging 

s pacious and deep. 

'1 CON 

Very cautious and restrained 

I ! ! I I I I j tM pres ence - can hamper diction 

-----------1 at tow levels. Bas s end lacks 



Anthony Gallo ooesn't make oroinary s�eakers ... 
Instead he designs beautifully different loudspeakers 

He doesn't build conventional ·boxy' rectangular speakers 

either, preferring to design his creations around spheres -

thus eliminating internal resonance and external diffraction 

the two main causes of loudspeaker distortion 

Quite simply - Rnthony Gallo produces the world's finest 

'small' speaker systems, 

�TD HEAR ANTHON� GALLO LOUDSPEAKERS ANO FINO �OUR NEAREST DEALER CALL 0870 3SO 13�8 OR µ/SIT UUU.ANTHDN%ALLO. CO. UK 

•
·

ANTHONY GALLO 
A C O U S TIC S 

0 8 7 0 3 s 0 1 3 4 8 

enquiries@anthonygallo.co uk 

Gallo loudspeakers are available 1n a variety of colours and 

finishes to complement any room_ from striking polished 

stainless steel to vibrant canary yellow 

Rbove all, Anthony Gallo speakers bring exceptional 

expansive sound to living spaces large and small 

Whether your interest 1s Stereo, Home Cinema or Multi 

Room use, why not v1s1t an approved Anthony Gallo dealer 

hi-fi and av support furniture 
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PM Components Dragon Tails interconnect cable [ Review] 

NO STING IN THIS TAIL 
Cables made for valve components seem like a good idea, but has PM unnecessarily restricted itself? 

PRODUCT Dragon
_
T
_
ai

_
ls

_
S
_
ilv

_
er ______ _ 

TYPE Interconnect cable 
--------

PRICE £600 (1 m pair) 

CONTACT 11: PM Components 01634 848500 
@ www.pmcomponents.co.uk 

A
s one of the largest valve vendors in 

Europe, PM naturally has an interest in 

furthering all things thermionic. It's a bit 

difficult to envisage a valve cable, so instead 

PM has commissioned from a "little known 

cable design company" some cables 

specifically designed to extract the utmost 

from valve-based systems. 

According to PM, a different cable is 

required for valve amps because of their 

"higher speed" than solid-state designs. Now 

that's a pretty contentious claim, and a true 

pedant might point out that few valve amps 

can match the several-hundred-kHz 

bandwidth of the best solid-state amps ... but 

let's not carp, there may be something in this. 

Actually, valve amps vary widely in their 

construction, but many tend to stick to higher 

impedance levels than the current trend, with 

inputs of l OOk or more and outputs of a few 

kilo-ohms. What's more, in the presence of 

interfering RF signals or possible causes of 

instability (including the load presented by 

cables) valve circuits can have subtly different 

behaviour from transistor types. 

T his is the most expensive Dragon Tails 

version, at a handsome premium over the Red 

(£50) and Black (£175) versions. All three 

share the most unusual feature - as well as 

having strands of different thickness within 

each core (like Kimber, for example), Dragon 

Tails include strands which double back within 

the core, increasing their length. How this will 

work, given that cores are not individually 

insulated, is not at all obvious, and the usual 

quick tests for basic electrical parameters gave 

no hints either. Three quite thin cores and a 

braided screen make up the basic Silver 

construction, and yes, there are silver strands 

in there, together with silver-plated copper. 

SOUND QUALITY 

As always, the proof of the pudding is in the 

guzzling, and with Dragon Tails Silver we'll 

certainly be coming back for more. Trying 

them initially in a valve system, we found 

them to offer a highly detailed sound with 

plenty of life, a good balance, strong clear 

bass and nice definition. A few voices and 

instruments developed a slight coloration, a 

touch of over-emphasis in the tenor register, 

compared with the most neutral cables we've 

heard, but that's the kind of thing that has 

very little effect in the long term and indeed 

can subtly enliven some slightly subdued and 

'flat'-sounding speakers. 

In the stereo imaging department, side-to­

side precision was about as good as it gets -

very clearly delineated and independent in its 

clarity of signal levels and overall complexity. 

Image depth was also good, if perhaps not 

quite as transparently obvious as the best. 

Having only one pair of DTs, it was 

interesting to move them round within the 

system, using a variety of long-term references 

elsewhere. At the input to a valve preamp (fed 

from a solid-state CD player) they seemed 

happiest. At the output, feeding valve power 

amps, they were still very competent though 

slightly outdone in the clarity stakes by a 

couple of other models. They also gave 

excellent results between an all-valve source 

(an open-reel tape deck) and the preamp. But 

we couldn't resist trying them with solid-state 

gear and there too they made a fine 

presentation, perhaps not quite as revealing 

as some but very musical and communicative. 

In fact, their relatively high capacitance could 

lead to very mild dulling with some valve 

sources. All the same, the synergy claimed for 

them is largely borne out - but don't overlook 

them for solid-state applicationsl HFC 

Richard Black 

l'.lPRO 
11 11111 l+D t---------1 Excellent Levels of detail. very 

good bass extension and a PRACTICALITY » 84% good overall feeling of Life, 
plus some very fine stereo 

imaging indeed. 

BUILD» 80% IJCON 
I I I I I I ;1 Ji.I I I Expensive, with some slight 

t---------1 coloration in the upper bass. 

VALUE» 74% 

••••1111!•11•• 

May give just-audible treble 

loss with some older valve 

This could indeed be just the ticket for anyone with a hiqh­

flying valve system looking for the perfect cable. !he synergy 

is not by any means exclusive, but performance at inputs and 

outputs of sundry valve components is indeed very good. 

Hl·FI�; ,... )) 
OVERALL SCORE 
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[ Review] lntempo Digital PG·01 DAB/FM table radio 

TABLE MANNERS 
lntempo's dual function DAB/FM radio looks smart enough, but how does it behave at the table? 

PRODUCT lntempo Digital PG-01 
TYPE DAB/FM table radio 
PRICE £120 
CONTACT� 0161 924 0300 
@ www.intempodigital.co

_
m 

_______ _ 

T
his smart little product would appear to 

be lntempo's launch vehicle, so don't be 

surprised if you haven't heard of the 

brand. Its physical appearance is not a million 

miles from the Evoke models of Pure Digital, 

but that's deceptive as it is in fact one of the 

few DAB tuners on the UK market that is not 

intimately related to those from Pure. 

On switch-on, a message on the liquid 

crystal display announces that this is a 

Radioscape-based product. That means that 

instead of the ubiquitous chipset from 

Frontier Silicon it uses parts from Texas 

Instruments - which at least gives something 

to compare the FS-based models with I Sure 

enough, inside the case a small circuit board 

(comparable in size to those from FS and 

Roke Manor, about 2x4 inches) carries a 

variety of TI parts. The same board appears to 

carry out FM decoding as well as DAB, which 

means that some quite clever mixed-signal 

stuff must be going on in there. £120 may be 

a lot for a table radio but you get a fair bit of 

cutting-edge technology for it. 

What you don't get is anything very 

sophisticated in the physical construction line, 

and the two speakers are actually very ornery 

three-inch jobs in a thin particle-board case. 

There's a cardboard reflex port on the base 

which doesn't seem to contribute much of 

anything, while a headphone socket at least 

allows the option of something approaching 

real high fidelity. 

Ergonomically it's a simple enough unit to 

use, with four one-touch presets on each band 

and up/down buttons for DAB station tuning 

and FM manual tuning. It even displays RDS 

76 Hl·fl CHOICE awards 2003 

FM. There's a built-in alarm clock too. 

Operation is only from the mains, using the 

supplied wall wart. 

SOUND QUALITY 
There's no doubt that the cabinet and 

speakers are the limiting factors with this 

tuner. Perhaps that's inevitable, so let's 

rephrase that and say that they are unduly 

limiting factors. The Tivoli FM radios have 

proved (for those too young to remember the 

golden days of Hacker etc) that good sounds 

can come from small radios, but lntempo has 

settled for something noticeably less. 

You can't reasonably expect much bass from 

such a device, but a bit of body to the sound 

would be nice. There's really hardly any. Yes, 

you can turn it up to a fair loudness but it 

doesn't get any fuller, just coarser. Speech is 

intelligible, but only if you're actually 

listening. One of the toughest tests of a table 

radio is how easy it is to understand what's 

being said while there's a fair bit of 

background noise (washing dishes is a good 

example). With a Tivoli there's detail to spare 

and accordingly you'll understand much 

better than with the PG-01, where by contrast 

detail is in decidedly short supply. 

Likewise with music: if your attention 

wanders even for a second you'll completely 

lose the thread, whereas the best radios (or 

any half-decent hi-fi) will keep hold of your 

subconscious for at least a few seconds. 

With some decent headphones you'll have a 

much better chance of staying mentally 

tuned. There's a trace of background noise 

just audible, but on the whole the sound is 

pretty good and clear. It also becomes evident 

that DAB performance is much of a muchness 

with the Pure Evokes, while FM is actually 

quite impressive, surprisingly noise-free even 

when the aerial is badly misaligned. 

There's certainly promise here, but if DAB is 

being sold on improved sound quality you'll 

really want a better acoustical performance to 

hear why. HFC 
Richard Black 

0 PRO 
Good reception on both DAB 

1----------j and FM, with above average 
FEATURES » 80% FM sound, at least via 

I I I I I I I :II I I headphones. Easy to use and 

looks smart. 

BUILD » 68% O CON 
I I I I 1 .l,IJI I I I sadly let down by poor 

t----------< loudspeakers - tinny, coarse 

VALUE»70% 
........... 

and lacking detail. No battery 

option. No dynamic range 

control on DAB. 

While the '>ound has great potential on both DAB and FM 
bands, the PG+Ol needs much better speakers to let it show. 
Ironically, FM is good enough (with a separate antenna) to 

justify ur,ing it to feed a hi-f i. 

Hl·FI )) OVERALL SCORE 





definitive audio 
Peddlers of fine wares, including: 

Record players: SME models 10, 20 and 30; Kuzma; 
Nottingham Analogue; Michell; VPI; Living Voice Mystic Mat. 

Arms: Rega; SME Series IV and V; Kuzma inc Airline; Triplanar. 
Cartridges: VanDenHul; Kuzma; Reson; Cartridge Man; Benz-Micro; 

Kondo. 
Amplifiers: Kondo; Border Patrol; Canary; Sugden; Art Audio; 
Monarchy; Western Electric; Icon; Tom Evans Audio Designs. 

CD Players: Resolution Audio; Wadia; Sugden. 
Louspeakers: Living Voice; Vitavox. 

Cables and Tables: Kondo; Living Voice. 

Sale of part exchanged and ex-dem items Sale New 

Canary Audio CA301 Stereo - champagne facia - marvellous £3400 £5400 

Clearaudio Insider Wood Reference - only 10 hours use - a very unusual 
opportunity to acquire this high end cartridge £4000 £7500 

EAR MC3 moving coil transfonmer 4112140 ohm - as new £500 £750 
Chord DAC 64 - four days old - whoops! £1600 £2000 
Lavardin IT 12 months old - perfect £2400 £3400 
Monitor Audio MA 10 Gold - very good condition £400 £800 
Wadia 830 CD player - fully serviced, new laser - warranty £1400 £3000 
Tom Evans Groove - me phono stage - 500 ohms. 0.2mV - as new £1300 £1850 
Horning Agathon - 98dB 2 way horn - Mahogany - new PM6As (alnico) £1400 £3800 
Jamo Concert 8 - 2Y, years old - beautiful maple finish - spotless £600 £1365 
Ruark Crusader II - April 2000 very good condition £900 £1800 
Arcam CD 72 (ifs a CD player) £200 £400 
Michell Gyrodec with RB300 and QC PSU £750 
Roksann Xerxes Cognoscenti - black marble finish. lid, vgc, boxed £800 £2000 
Nottingham Analogue - Mentor with LV Mystic Mat - spotless £1400 £2900 
Tube Technology Unisys integrated amplifier EL84 Class A - 30watts £1500 
Avid Acutus turntable - 10 hours use if that, perfect. £4000 £5000 
Avid Volvere Sequel turntable - sealed box new £3000 £3500 

Avid Volvere turntable - sealed box new £1500 £2000 
Stemfoort ST100 - line integrated amplifier £350 
AudioNote ANJ-D - walnut - Huygens high mass stands £500 £1400 

LIVING VOICE 
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Auditorium Avatar 

Hi-Fi Plus Editor's Choice 
Hi-Fi Plus Product of the Year 
Hi-Fi Choice Editor's Choice 

"The Avatar is a near pet:fect balance of size. bandwidth, 
e,Qiciency and tonal refinement. Its slim lines and small 

footprint deliver a genuine 94db sensitivity, and excel 
when it comes to delivering the scale, vibrance and colour 
of the music. Its unobtrusive quality allows it to cur 
straight to the heart ofa peiformance, unlocking the music 
trapped in the recording, ·whilst its refinement makes ii 
equally at home with both basic and stoprisingly expensive 
amplification." 

AMEX VISA MASTERCARD 

Tel 0115 973 3222 Fax 0115 973 3666 
internet: www.definitiveaudio.co.uk email: shout@definltiveaudio.co.uk 



Back in the early eighties, when Mission was a 

young, thrusting company specialising in speakers, 

a decision was made to launch the Cyrus range of 

amps, with the imaginatively named One and Two. 

They first appeared in 1984/5, and went through a number of 

iterations. During the period they were on sale, they had a real 

impact, transforming the shape of the amplifier market for good. 

Prior to Cyrus, the high ground in low-cost amplification was 

filled by the then ubiquitous NAD 3020, essentially an ordinary 

amplifier which just happened to sound rather nice, but there was 

a more direct precursor to the two Cyrus amps in a virtually 

forgotten design called the Mission 778. Among the first amps to 

take a rigorously minimalist design approach, the Cyruses had 

short signal paths, specialised components in critical areas, no 

tone controls or filters and no speaker switching. Both models 

were equipped with phono stages capable of handling moving 

magnet (MM) and moving coil (MC) cartridges, but most famously 

of all, they were both built into compact, 'shoebox' format boxes, 

like modem Cyrus components (but a little less pretty). 

The Cyrus Two had an additional trick up its sleeve too, in the 

form of a socket which allowed an extra power supply called the 

PSX, and later the PSX-R to be piggy-backed onto the internal 

supply. The intention was never to increase power output per se. 

The internal Cyrus power supply took charge of the preamplifier, 

leaving the external heavily regulated PSX, which was packaged 

in a box the same size and finish as the amp, to cope with the 

power amp. The PSX increased current delivery and improved the 

ability of the amplifier to cope with adverse loads. The beauty of 

the PSX was that it could be bought at any time as an upgrade, 

but it was not essential. It was, if you like, the icing on the cake. 

In the UK, the two Cyrus models were affectionately known as 

'audiophile shoeboxes' (or sometimes as 'singing bricks'), which 

captures their essence pretty well. They were commercially very 

successful, and their achievement here was matched in most of 

Mission's export markets. The exception was the US where 

Mission had a hard time gaining acceptance, not due to any 

perceived shortcomings, but simply because they were too small. 

HI-FI REVISITED 

"In the UK, the two Cyrus models were 
known as 'singing bricks', which 
captures their essence pretty well." 

Then and now, two Cyrus components side by side used the 

same space as a single standard-width component. But Mission 

stuck to its guns, and the US market is now much more receptive 

to Cyrus - sadly too late for the heroes of our tale. 

The Cyrus bricks had a reputation for being true budget 

esoterica. In retrospect, and viewed in the context of a digital 

age, sound quality would now probably rank as rather bright, 

thin and shiny, but the Cyrus was a product of the era of 

analogue source components, which often benefited from this 

kind of balance. In addition to the Cyrus Two's fairly refined MC 

step-up, this model also boasted extra power - 50 watts to the 

Cyrus One's 25 - and the light, clear and detailed sound of both 

amps proved an excellent antidote to the limitations of source 

components of the day. They were not particularly powerful, but 

their consistency within their operating ceilings meant they 

could be driven quite hard without the sound deteriorating. 

The original Cyrus amps were housed in chassis made from 

Nyrol, a synthetic material that was a spin-off from the space 

programme, capable of holding very fine detail from the mould, 

and which avoided becoming brittle with age. Slit foil reservoir 

capacitors were added to the Cyrus Two in 1987, and faster 

output bipolars were specified at the same time, eventually to be 

replaced by even faster custom-designed output devices. The 

case design was switched in this period to magnesium alloy, 

which gave the amps a much more sophisticated appearance. 

For a short period, the main PC boards were built in Taiwan, but 

this experiment was abandoned following reliability problems. In 

1989, the final version of the Cyrus designs was launched, 

identified by the toggle power switch. The plug was finally 

pulled on the final production run of Cyrus Twos in 1992. 

Alvin Cold 
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@ By 1980 Diana Ross's superstar trajectory had 

faltered. Disco and punk had replaced the soul­

flavoured pop and power ballads which had made 

her a household name and she could no longer 

rely on the legion of fans who had supported her in her early 

post-Supremes success. Rumours of diva-like haughtiness and 

tantrums had also served to distance her from her fans, placing 

her in an ivory tower of her own making, while her ever more 

elaborate live shows emphasised her soul royalty status at the 

expense of accessibility. She wasn't hip, she wasn't street and in 

1980 her uber-diva persona meant she wasn't even sexy. 

The queen of Motown badly needed a makeover, and it settled 

upon one of the most successful production duos of the late 

seventies to do it. Nile Rogers and Bernard Edwards were 

effectively Chic, who had created some of the most artful and 

enduring disco music under their own name, as well as lending 

their sound and writing skills to other chart-topping acts such as 

Sister Sledge and as a result greatly influencing the evolution of 

dance music. Rogers' trademark guitar scratching and Edwards' 

instantly recognisable aerobic basslines, married with the pair's 

ear for relentless melodic hooks and funky rhythms had made 

them one of the most successful production teams in history by 

that point, and individually they would later work with some of 

pop's biggest movers and shakers, including Madonna, David 

Bowie and Rod Stewart as well as unintentionally kick-starting 

hip-hop when their Good Times was used as the engine behind 

the first ever rap hit, Sugar Hill Gang's Rapper's Delight. 

But despite their name on the cover, it wasn't Chic's mix of the 

hits I'm Coming Out, Upside Down and My Old Piano, or indeed 

any of the album, that hurtled Diana Ross back to the top of 

both popular and critical trees. Far from journeymen producers, 

the pair had been keen to experiment from the start and had 

used the project (and Ross's clout) to incorporate new ideas 

which were by no means risk-free from a sales point of view. 

They refused to show the songs to Diana or the band before the 

sessions to encourage spontaneity, and incorporated awkward 

rhythms and time signature changes on many tracks. Creating a 

CL.ASS I C AL.BUMS 

"Creating a gay anthem for Diana 
occurred to Nile Rogers when he met a 
trio of Diana Ross-themed drag queens." 

gay anthem for Diana in /'m Coming Out occurred to Nile Rogers 

when he encountered a trio of Diana Ross-themed drag queens 

in a New York club (though fortunately, neither La Ross or 

Motown twigged what the song referred to at the time). 

But Motown, already nervous about what they saw as a radical 

change of direction for their biggest star, chose to entrust the 

final mix to established house engineer Russ Terrana. Berry 

Gordy and the Motown brass weren't the only ones whc were 

concerned. Diana herself courted opinion from virtually everyone 

she could, and apparently ended up in tears following a meeting 

with NY radio personality and producer Frankie Crocker, who 

heard an early mix and congratulated her on ruining he: career. 

Rogers and Edwards objected publicly to Terrana's involvement, 

and threatened to remove their name from the credits, though 

Rogers now says that he's grateful they didn't go that far. 

The recent Deluxe Edition of the album features both the 

original and Chic mixes, as well as rarities and remixes from 

Diana's dance period. Comparing the two, there isn't as much of 

a disparity as one might suppose. Diana's voice has been pushed 

forward (different, close-miked and more relaxed vocal takes 

were used, rather than Chic's more impromptu, 'gutsier' versions) 

and some of the band's musical interludes have been trimmed. 

The instruments have also been separated out more, sounding 

the better for it, but all the basic elements were kept. 

The released mix gave Ross her biggest solo success to date, 

and the album spent a year in the pop chart, as well as 

delivering three hit singles. It gave the public what they wanted 

- Diana as diva, but with a more approachable, down to earth 

and downright funky feel. It's also some of the best dance music 

of any era. HFC 

Dave Oliver 
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Superfi Online 
he ve best deaJs on high-qualrty 

I e ystems, plasma, DVD, hi-fi 
separa ome c nema, MiniDisc 

all related accessones visit 
1i CO.Uk 

Top sound and build in a compact system. CD, FM/AM 
tuner, amp and speakers. Remote control. Optional 
MiniDisc recorder and cassette deck available. 
£249.95 (Was £299.95) 

Denon Pioneer 

Marantz 

Super test champion 
July 03 What Hi-Fi? 
Sound&Vision. Black 
or gold finish. 
£279.95 (Was £329.95) 

Also: Pioneer 
DV360-

I Oo-06 CJ .I _,,. m • 

Flagship DVD Player 
built to the highest 
spec. Multi-region. 
Component video out, 
PAL and NTSC 
Progressive Scan. 
£679.95 (Was £799.95) 

Multi-region DVD, DVD Audio, SAGO, 
MP3, WMA, JPEG, VCD. Black or silver. 
£219.95 (was £249.95) 
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£179.95 (Was £299.95) 

0 • 

SOGB hard disc. Stores 
up to 120 hours of CD 
quality music. Product of 
the Year - What Hi-Fi? 
magazine. 

l/t,i t:J$Nln.H 
***** 

PRODUCT OF THE YEAR 2((J..) 

-

. . 

Carbon fibre arm. Ortofon 
OMB5E cartridge. 'Great 
timing and all-round 
performance; simple set-up; 
quality tonearm' said What 
Hi-Fi? September 2003. 
£209.95 including 
FREE DELIVERY* 

·Free Delivery 
within UK 
Mainland, 
excluding 
Soottish 
H�lands 

l/1.1t.a�4,,_g 
***** 

SEPTEMBER 2003 

i/1.iNMh.Q 
***** 

JULY 2003 
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Great Christmas 
savings on 
fantastic Beyer 
headphones 

Home cinema 

Special offers 
100s more 
offers regularly 
updated 

Price promise 
....... +or-

see on11ne +or 
full details 

Speakers 
Acoustic Energy, 
Kef, Wharfedale, 
Mission, Tannoy 
and more 

Products 
tes, 

home ci'lema, 
MiniDisc, DVD. 
vinyl, digital 
recorders 



While no-one is suggesting that two-channel 

audio has had its chips, the practice of listening 

to stereo music in the home is steadily being 

eroded. "But the sales of multichannel DVD-A 

and SACD media are still pitifully low" I hear you cry. True, and 

this is despite the fact that manufacturers are falling over 

themselves to offer broader compatibility with these new formats 

with every new generation of hardware. First we had plain 

vanilla DVD players that would also spin a CD but not CD-R 

copies. Harmony with CD, CD-R and CD-RW slowly followed. 

Multichannel analogue outputs were provided (alongside a 

digital output for Dolby and DTS-encoded bitstreams) once the 

players were equipped with the appropriate decoders. 

Midway through this cycle SACD, and then DVD-Audio, came 

into existence as competing high-resolution audio formats. The 

fact that DVD players were already equipped with all the 

analogue electronics to handle multichannel audio meant that 

compatibility with these uncompressed music formats was simply 

a matter of including a DVD-A or SACD decoder. Universal disc 

players are the ultimate expression of this integration, players 

with a single, typically dual-focus transport and decoder that will 

handle MPEG video, Dolby Digital and DTS data while also 

unpacking 'linear' multichannel audio from SACD and DVD-As. 

For the average consumer, the universal player is a no-brainer. 

There's no need for hesitation over the future longevity of either 

high-band audio format because one player will suit whichever 

disc wins. Also, a universal player is the perfect companion for 

every multichannel AV amplifier or receiver, providing a digital 

output for Dolby and DTS sources and analogue outputs for 

DVD-A and SACD. This is always assuming that a FireWire or 

HDMi interface does not supersede the lot, of course. 

Either way, with the larger manufacturers only producing 

multichannel disc players and amps, the range of conventional 

stereo kit (amps and CD players) is shrinking markedly. To an 

extent, the small-scale manufacturers of CD players are sticking 

to familiar ground simply because they lack either the financial 

or technical resources to design and build DVD or universal 

D I GITAL TECHNOLOGY 

"The consumer is being led, almost by 
default, down the multichannel road.'' 

players. Similarly, it's still a lot easier to manufacture a two­

channel analogue amp than a five or 7.1-channel AV receiver. So 

with two-channel audio left in the hands of a relatively few 

specialist companies, the hi-fi separates consumer is being led, 

almost by default, down the multichannel road. 

And once you've got yourself an AV amp and five speakers, 

even if they are just little satellites, plus a sub, then there's 

always the temptation to use all six boxes when listening to 

music. While DVD-A and SACD can provide discrete multichannel 

audio without intervention, more and more consumers are 

turning to DSP trickery to deliver a similar 'surround sound' from 

existing two-channel (typically CD) software. 

Both DTS and Dolby are well aware of this change in listening 

habit, a knowledge reflected in the distinct 'cinema' and 'music' 

derivatives of the DTS Neo:6 and Dolby Pro Logic II processing 

modes. Both of these options provide a matrix decoding of 

conventional two-channel material, deriving additional 'channels' 

according to the relative amplitude and phase of signals on the 

existing two-channel source material. But what of enthusiasts 

who have 6.1 or even fully-fledged 7.1-channel systems? Well, 

now Dolby even has an answer here in the form of an extended 

version of Pro Logic II called (no surprise) Pro Logic llx. 

This decode format is compatible with native two-channel and 

5/6.l-channel-encoded software and provides 5.1, 6.1 and 7.1-

derived output channels. As you might expect, every upcoming 

7.1 channel AV amp will have Pro Logic llx and many specialist 

producers, including Denon, Marantz, Meridian and TAG 

Mclaren will offer hardware upgrades to existing kit. All of 

which underlines the manufacturers' commitment to 

multichannel, whether it's from encoded 5.1 channel DVDs, 

linear DVD-A and SACD or, indeed, from plain vanilla CD. HFC 

Paul Miller 
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web: bil/yvee.co.uk mail: sales@billyvee.co.uk 

-o- Rotel - KEF Super System Save £129.00 
RCD02/RA02/KEF CRESTA10 

£728 

Rotel Winter 
Promotion 

0 
0. 00'>0 0 (' c c J 

Now is your chance to own 

this super Rotel system & a 

pair of KEF Cresta lO's FREE! 

We only have a limited num­

ber of these great budget 

speakers to give away, so 

hurry and claim yours now. 
Buy Both RCOOZ CO Player & RAOZ Amplifier and Claim: 
A pair of KEF Cresta 10 speakers FREE (While stocks last) 

-o-Naim 

The New DVD 5 

-o- Linn -AV5103 

O Those of you lucky enough to visit 

the Hi-Fi shows this autumn will have 

probably seen the new DVD 5 from 

Nairn audio. It is scheduled to arrive 

after the new year so if you would like 

some more info please contact Patrick 

who be happy to assist. 

Would you like to own an AV51037 Now is your chance. 

We have some fine pre-owned examples awaiting your 

inspection at super low prices. Call now for more info. 

AV5103 DTS As New Silver (new 3250) . .£1295.00 
AV5103 DTS As New Black (new 3250) . .£1295.00 
AV5103 DTS Good Cond Blk (new 3250) .£1195.00 

-o-Tag Mclaren - DV32R 

Would you like to own a DV32R? Now is your chance. 

We have some fine pre-owned examples awaiting your 

inspection at super low prices. Call now for more info. 

DV32R Exe Cond Boxed Silver (new 4295) £1895.00 
DV32R Good Cond Boxed Blk (new 4295) £1595.00 
DV32R Good Cond No Box Blk (new 4295) £1495.00 

-o-Arcam - B&W Power System Save £200.00 
CD73/A80 Amp 
B&W602.5 

£1195 

Add Arcam T61 Tuner for only £219 and Save £30 extra! 

O Want different speakers? 
With KEF 05 add £200 

With Spendor S3 add £200 

With PMC DBI add £150 

With B&W 603s3 add £200 

With Ouad 12L add £100 
0% Interest Free options, see top right 
Note. Arcam Products - Shop callers only 

DV78 no frills but still with the thrills DVD player available now £699.00 
NEW from ARCAM A90 Integrated amplifier, replacementforABSavailable now £849.00 

P90 Power amplifier, replacement for P85 available now £519.00 

* Interest free credit or deferred credit 

is available for purchases of £600 or 

above over 6 - 12 mths. Call for details 
single or combined purchases included 

PRODUCT RANGE 
Arcam * AVI * B&W *Chord Co* Denon 

Linn * Nairn * PMC * ProAc * Pro-ject 

Pioneer * Quad * REL * Rotel * Spendor 

Sennheiser * Sugden * Vibe * Yamaha 

More Clearance items 
up to 50% off normal price 

Arcam CD62T CD Player (was 369) ....... £269.00 

Arcam CD72T CD player (was 449) ....... £329.00 

Arcam DV88 DVD Player Blk(was 999)50% .£499.00 

Arcam DT26 DAB Tuner (was 999) ....... £549.00 

Arcam A85 Amplifier (was 799) .......... £549.00 

AVI UTES Loudspeakers (was 399) 50% . .. £199.00 

B&W AS25 00 Sub - Cherry (was 895) ..... £495.00 

B&W CMC Centre Spkr Maple (was 350) .. £199.00 

KEF Q3 Spkrs Cherry- Dam {was 399)50% .. £199.00 

KEF KHT 2 005 AV Spkr Pack Silv (was 799) £499.00 

KEF KHT 2 005 AV Spkr Pack Blk (was 799) .£479.00 

Linn Classik Movie. Silver (was 1995) .. £1195.00 

Linn Kairn Line Preamp (was 1400) 50% ... £699.00 

Linn Klimax Twin Pwr Amp (was 6000) .. . £4395.00 

Linn Ninka Speakers - Blk (wasl 145) ..... £695.00 

Linn Espek AV Speakers Blk (was 2800) .. £1795.00 

Linn Trikan Centre- Maple (was 500) ...... £349.00 

Linn Sizmik Active Sub- Cherry (was 995) .. £645.00 

Mission FS1 Cinema Pack (was 449) 50% .. £225.00 

Mission M5DS AV Spkrs (was 199) 50% .... £85.00 

Mission M7 0 Speakers (was 129) ........ £59.00 

Mission M51 Speakers (was 299) ....... £169.00 

Mission M53 Speakers (was 549) ........ £279.00 

Marantz DV7 000 DVD (was 599) 60% .... £199.00 

Nairn NAT-05 Tuner (was 785) .. . ..... . . . £579.00 

Nairn NAP 15 0 Power Amp (was 795) .... £595.00 

Nairn Credo Speakers (was 1350) 50% .... £595.00 

Rega Mira Amplifier (was 498) .......... £249.00 

Rega Radio Tuner (was 374) ... . . .... .. . £219.00 

Rega ARA Speakers (was 255) .......... £149.00 

PMC TB2 Speakers Black (was 700) .... . . £495.00 

PMC D B1 Speakers Cherry (was 555) ..... £375.00 
2 yr G/tee on most goods.- U.K. 24hr Del £5 per item. E&OE 

Pre-Owned Bargains 
Arcam CD72 CD Player (new 399) ..... . .. £259.00 

Arcam DV88 DVD Player - Silv (new 999) .. £479.00 

B&W CDMCse Centre - Blk (new 400) . . .. £199.00 

Linn Lingo O ld style (new 495) ........... £325.00 

Linn Karik 2 CD Player (new 1850) . ..... . £395.00 

Linn Numerik DAC (was 1400) .......... £295.00 

Linn Wakonda Preamp (new 845.00) ...... £479.00 

Nairn CD5 CD Player (new 1195) ...... . . £825.00 

Nairn NAC 2 02 Preamp (new 1375) ... .... £949.00 

Nairn CDS2Mk2 CD Player (new 4165) ... £2995.00 

Rega Luna Amplifier (new 498) .......... £259.00 

Ruark Talisman Speakers (new 495) ...... £195.00 

ProAc Response 2.5 Spkrs (new 2700) .. .  £1195.00 

Spendor S3 Speakers-Maple (new 600) .... £399.00 
All S/H goods carry 1 year warranty U.K. Delivery £5 per item 



11'1 SUBSCRIBER 
YOU GET ALL THIS: 

O 13 issues a year delivered FREE to your door 
at a COSt Of just .£2.30 each (free delivery UK only) 

O Every issue hot off the press - on the same 
day or before it reaches the shops 

O A satisfaction guarantee or your money 
back on any unmailed issues 

SAVE 36% OFF THE SHOP PRICE! 

CALL 0870 444 8650 
NOW TO CLAIM YOUR GIFT 

HEADPHONES SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY - QUOTE ORDER CODE HFCP249 

OR Fill OUT THE ORDER FORM BELOW 

YOUR DETAILS (BLOCK CAPITALS) 
Title Initials Surname---------------

Address ___ _____________________ _ 

Postcode ________ Country ---------------

Tel no. (inc. code) Email address __________ _ 

D 
I WOOlD LIKE TO SUBSCRIBE TO HI-FI CHOICE BY DIRECT IDrJ -

ONLY £7 A!I EVERY 3 MONTHS- AND CWM MY FllE IDllPHONES 
Simply fill out your details above and complete the form opposite. 
Your subscription delivers 13 issues a year and will start with the next available issue. 

Alternatively, if you live outside the UK or prefer not to pay by Direct Debit, 
select from the options below for a full year's subscription (13 issues): 
0 UK £29.97 0 Europe £43.00 

D North America £49.99 0 Rest of World £62.00 

0 Cheque (f's sterling drawn on a UK bank accounr payable to Hi-Fi Choice) 

0 Mastercard 0 Visa 0 American Express 

0 Switch Issue no./valid date OD [JO/[IJ 
Card no. w:::u I I I I I ITIJJ ITIJJ �I �� 

Expiry date 0[1100 Signature 
�---------------

SEND TO: 
UK: HI-FI CHOICE Subscriptions, FREEPOST 854900, Somerton, Somerset, TAll 6BR 

OVERSEAS: HI-FI CHOICE Subscriptions, Cary Court, Somerton, Somerset, TA 11 6TB, UK 

Free headphones offer open to UK Direct Debit subscribers only. You will receive 13 magazines in each 

one year period. Gifts are subject to availability. Please allow 30 days for delivery. 

We may use your conracr details ro mform you about ochet offers and reputable companies, whose products 

and services may be of interest to you. Please tick ch1s box 1f you do not wish co receive such offers D 

Order code: HFCP249 Offer ends 29/12/2003 

[Zj SEl\ll\IHEISER 
Plucked straight from Sennheiser's latest line-up, the HD212 Pro is 
your perfect partner for a spot of private listening. Its closed back 
design ensures minimal sound leakage and helps to optimise bass 
performance while keeping you plugged directly into the music. 
For more info, visit -.sennheiser.co.uk or call 0800 652 5002 

Instruction to your Bank or Building Society to pay Direct Debits. 

• 
Future Publishing Lid, 
Caiy Court, Somerton, 
Somerset TA11 6BR 

� 
DIRECT 
Debit 

Originator's Identification Number 

7 6 8 1 9 5 

Please send this form to address shown 

1. Name and full postal address of your Bank or Building Society branch 

To: The Manager 

__________________ Bank/Building Society 

Address ______________________ _ 

2. Name(s) of 
account holder(s) 

3. Branch sort code lfrom the top 

right-hand corner of your cheque) 

4. Bank or Building Society 
account number 

5. Instruction to your Bank or Building Society 
Please pay Future Publishing Direct Debits from the account detailed on this Instruction subject to the 
safeguards assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee. I understand that this instruction may remain with 
Futvre Publishing and if so, details will be passed electronically to my Bank or Building Society 

Signature(s) _______________ Date ________ _ 

Ref No (Office use only):-------=c--=-c-:-:--,--..,,..----�--­
Banks and Building Societies may not accept Direct Debit Instructions for some types of account. 



The new Audio salon has opened ! 
Welcome to= �io Salon. located in a Victorian� m e leafy Parle area, one 
mi le from ci�entre we are less than ten 
mi�� s International A�. Under 

ne , e irst time in the UK, u can hear me var �Of son��ntations. This townhouse, 
a haven Hi-Fi usiasts , h�s taken one year to�ise, f�am;e, � comg ete ( i p Jiddition to 
a year untmg the 1 eal bull mg). 

"Jack has 25 )'Elars ��
�
J
fl�ialist Hi-Fi." '\Bas: �ihpassion and ��ra: to one uild the best Au:3 esta 

s ment the wor r,s . As J:ch �ar � a new st;rip�g stone was p ac dow on P.a to that�oafi This 
ye r t e last stone was ..... "� ast, th�K as a 
world-class retailer� I . ii"!� � an sucpprting 
the trmul� One pe o r:!'o 1 P9 to shores 
for ose w o are serious ir music and Hi -Fi. 
The �nhouse is a �=itment and investment, and if 
Y.OU n't Hse uf �u · . 

J
,jt is a reverse of the medioc-

rity menta i� o modem� -- the mentality of something 
for nothin�. ow resolution Ci, multi-functional, multi-room, �uigmen 53ild by morons people who exRect satisfac-
tion ut get isagppintmenf. The �ount ry is awas with B grade, 
grey-imports an CJ�gy deal� - Ut it IS the hopeful who 
support an� susl3iill ls at yo"? Do Y.O" ceally belleve that 
you can mix and ma compqnents based on reviews and your 
own "ex� ise"? A io Consultancy and industry experience 
are a speci�ist fiel like an� other profession, and that is why Jffitailers survive for those w o really seek value and satisfaction. 

e majori� will a l ways be deceived by internet DIY, dodrfot 
deals, and H igh Street shops who claim to sell brands pe orm-
ing but not costing high-end ! 
In 25 aears, we have seen it all, but how can you be sure that 
the di erence in an Audio Salon comP,onent or system will re-
ally give you satisfaction and better value? 
We get�hone c�ls all the time from people who really want to 
visit us ut feel at they are to far awa�-fleo�le in London for 
example; �how can we helg? Simple. he a Ion has got to-�ether wit a few travel agen s and. can orMnise a budget flight 
or yourse f and/o'M'.our family to v1s1t us. e can even organise 
accommodati�. ore and more people flY, to Glasgow in the 
mornin§t spen the day with us and flfi back in the evening. If 
this wou d be of interest to you then P. ease call or email us for 
more details. It's one trip tlfat you will be very glad you made !! 
New w,:ite. �.audiosalon.co.uk. We have 
worked ard to rigs you a Website that stands o� from the rest I what makes our Website �i erent and why should you visit ? See below 
or a descriptio�on just some of the things that 
the Salon site o rs: 

Detailed informa� and pictures on nearly 
every product we se 
Images and information on all our second-hand I ex-dem items Disa!ssion (e>nfl!t - c� potes with other audiophiles: the 
truth 1s out there! 
:riustomer section (under 

e website. lnformatioh 
ers only. 

·ant-. the privi!e§ed place on 
n1t1es for ex1s mg custom-

Enquiry Form - contact us 

This is ju� thfje�nni of� exciting 
plans for t e . u . Wa site 
�,familiesand� the�eaUrax:J1t }t; saontimeandtimjj�in,.s. tyou�•ag!� 

nd ou�.whf ? You coo m1ssmg out on a ot more 
you rea 1se 

Not the only place to buy Hi-fi, but the most satisf).1qg t 
Wishing you a very Merry (:hriltmas 

� '� 
Jack Lawson Qale� 
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Both SuRden and ProAc are 
taking a aitJ:erent. approach t 
rather than iumpmg on w 

Fine electronics of c 
fine speakers and 
between Sugden an 
clear. Read on ..... 

level range of prod­
evel they may oe but 

rtainly not. The range 
. plifier CD Player, 
er. Each component 

and world-wide ac­
eing the best in their 

e Sugden's reference 
ed usin_g the finest 

imised circuit layouts 
ies. These components 

·th the finest foud­
listen to a MasterClass 
hard to go back to 

teen-w..arned...:.-' ---,rJll!I" 

need to be paired with 
here the connection 
c will become all too 

d Su_gden when used togeth­
worfil class system, arguably 

unsur sable;-certainly offering-vah:i 
for 

' 
t;Y only possible on a home 

et. uptinlise cables, mains and 
olation, and it's better than sex. 

All Sugden's products are on_per­
manenl: dem, and the Audio S'"alon is 
Qroud to be the first UK dealer with 
the astounding DIOO speakers. 

· udiosalon.co. uk email: info@audiosalon.co. uk 



Do 1,1ou want to choose 1,1our hifi or home cinema s1,1stem, in a comfortable 
and relaxing environment ... ? 
Do 1,1ou want friendl1,1 and impartial advice (and a cup of tea) ... ? 
Do 1,1ou want to but,1 1,1our s1,1stem based on what 1,1ou hear, and see, and not 
what somebodt,1 tells 1,1ou ... ? 

Do you live in GUILDFORD ... ? 
....... or Addlestone, Aldershot, Ashford(Middx), Ashstead, Bagshot, Basingstoke, Bracknell, Bookham, 

Bramley, Camberley, Chertsey, Chipstead, Chobham, Cobham.Cranleigh, Crowthorne, Dorking, Epsom, 
Esher, Farnborough, Farnham, Fleet, Frimley, Godalming, Hartley Wintney, Hampton, Haslemere, Hook, 
Horsham, Kingston, Liphook, Leatherhead, Liss, Molesey (East&West), New Malden, Odiham, Petersfield, 
Reading, Reigate, Redhill, Richmond, Shepperton, Virginia Water, Walton-on-Thames, West Byfleet, 
Weybridge, Windsor, Woking, Wokingham, Yatelev . 

Nobody else in these areas carries all the following major hifi brands: 
Apollo, Arcam(Diva/FMJ), Ash Design, Atacama, Atlas (spkr cables & interconnects) B&W, Chord Company, 
Creek, Cyrus, Denon, Epos, Exposure, Genelec, Anthony Gallo Acoustics, Horman Kardon, Infinity, lso Tek, 
KEF (including Reference), Linn Products(including Knekt), MJ Acoustics, Meridian, Michell, Mirage, 
Mission, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Naim, Ortofon, Pioneer, PMC, Primare, Proac, Project, Pure, QED(includ­
ing Systemline), Quad, Quadraspire, REL, Rotel, Sennheiser, Soundstyle, Spendor, Stands Unique, 
Tag Mclaren, Whorfedale, Yamaha. 

Nobody else in these areas carries all the following major Home Cinema products: 
DVD players: Arcam & FMJ, Cyrus, Denon, Harman Kardon, Meridian, Rotel, Tag Mclaren, Yamaha, 
Processors: Arcam FMJ AV8, Cyrus, Lexicon, Linn, Meridian, Rotel, Tag Mclaren. 
Amplifiers: Arcam/FMJ, Bryston, Cyrus, Denon, Harman Kardon, Lexicon, Naim, Rotel, Tag Mclaren, 
Yamaha. 

Display devices: Plasma screens from Loewe, Panasonic, Pioneer and Yamaha. Televisions/LCD: Loewe. 
Projectors: Barco(CRT/DLP), Sim (DLP), Yamaha(DLP/lCD) Screens: Stewart/DraperNutec , 
Video Processing: Faroudja, I-Scan, Key Digital, Lumagen, Tag. Control systems: Crestron, Lutron lighting. 
Specialist set up services: ISF Display Callibration. 

Nobody else in the area offers you a "One Stop Solution" to all of your home entertainment 
requirements, as we are also Custom Installation experts. Discuss your requirements with us and we con 
survey, design, install, commission, and maintain full Sound and Audio-Visual distribution, and automat­
ed lighting around your home. 
Visit us first and you won't need to go anywhere else. 
We have superb demonstration rooms for both Hifi and Home Cinema, and we will deliver and install. 
We are a Mountainsnow dealer, and members of BADA, so you can trust us to look after your every need. 

Guildlord's only RERL Hili and Home Cinema store 
Open 9-6 Monday to Saturday (later by appointment) 

3 ,  Bridge Street, Guildford, Surrey GU1 4R'I (opposite Wetherspoons) 
01483 504801and01483 304756 

www.pjhili.co.uk email:inlo@pjhili.co.uk. " . , h •t:• t: t: , k " ........ 1t s ''' .-or 1un s sa e ...... . 



Hl·FICHOICE 

BUYER'S BIBLE 



Hl·FICHOICE 

BUYER'S BIBLE 

CD PLAYERS 
Audio disc players for music only 

® Despite the emergence of 

new formats and the 

resurgence of an old one 

(vinyl), CD is still the king of 

formats if you require breadth of 

choice. And despite the fact that 

other sources will play CDs, if you 

want to hear your discs at their 

best there's I ittle substitute for a 

dedicated CD player. 

It's also the most enduring 

format on the market. Despite 

high-resolution contenders like 

SACD and DVD-Audio, nothing 

has been able to undermine this 

universally popular format. 

CD players work by reading a 

stream of 1 s and Os off a disc 

that spins at a constantly 

changing speed (to counteract 

the increasing length of 'groove'). 

This bitstream is then digitally 

filtered before undergoing 

digital-to-analogue conversion in 

the DAC (D-to-A convertor). 

Thereafter, the signal is filtered 

again before being amplified and 

sent to the output sockets. 

The processes of reading the 

disc and converting the data are 

sometimes split between a CD 

transport and separate DAC in so­

called two-box players. A popular 

approach with very high-end kit, 

this separates the electronically 

noisy elements from the sensitive 

analogue stages, but can 

introduce timing errors known as 

jitter, therefore one-box players 

usually offer best results where 

budget is a consideration. 

introduced by Sony and Philips. It offers higher resolution than CD in 

the form of considerably greater bandwidth and improved dynamic 

range. It also has the potential for uncompressed surround sound 

using up to six channels, and most new discs take advantage of this. SACD 

discs are usually hybrids and will play on normal CD players, but you won't 

be able to appreciate their highest quality or their multichannel capability 

without an SACD-compatible player. Some SACD players also play DVD 

and even DVD-Audio -these are listed in our DVD section. 

Arcam DiVA CD73T £400 

HI-FI CHOICE 
"""""""' 

* 

A DAC or digital-to-analogue convertor is a 

fundamental part of any CD player and converts 

the digits read from the disc into an analogue 

music waveform which is amplified to line level. 

WHY HAVE SEPARATE TRANSPORTS & DACS? 
Discs are read by a transport or disc drive, which 

creates radio frequency 'noise'. Separating the 

DAC means the conversion can be done with less 

interference. 

CAN I USE AN OUTBOARD DIC WITH 
MY INTEGRATED CD PLAYER? 
Yes, if it has a digital output - and most do. 

DO I NEED DIGITAL CABLES FOR A CD PLAYER? 
No. All analogue cables are suitable for 

connecting a CD player to an amp. Digital specific 

cables with 75ohms impedance are useful when 

connecting the player to a digital recorder or DAC. 

WHAT IS OVERSAMPLING/UPSAMPLING? 
Oversampling involves multiplying the sampling 

frequency by a whole number, usually between 

four and 32, but sometimes higher, and is 

designed let the DAC to work in a more linear 

fashion. Upsampling is where the data stream is 

stretched out by interpolation and is typically used 

to refer to large changes in sampling rate such as 

from 44.1 kHz to 192kHz. 

CAN I PLAY SACDS ON A NORMAL CD PLAYER? 
Yes. The vast majority of SACD discs are hybrids, 

with a CD layer that all CD players can read. 

CAN I PLAY DVDS ON A CD PLAYER? 
No, the same applies to DVD-As. But you can play 

CDs and DVD-As on normal DVD players. 

This is traditionally a strong price point for Arcam, and the British brand's latest entry­

level machine is another success - smooth, substantial and refined. 

The entry-level player from British digital audio specialist Meridian is an absolute peach 

- a transparent and detailed sound, and superb build quality to boot. 

90 HI-FI CHOICE I awards 2003 
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CD PLAYERS 
SPECIFICATIONS 
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Audio-only CD and SAGO players 
BADGE? PRODUCT COMMENTS 
UPT0£1.000 

D Arcam DiVA CD73T 400 Refined and articulate, smooth and dynamic - a finely judged balance for budget to mid-price systems • • • • 

@] Arcam DiVA CD93T 950 Excellent high-resolution and transparent-sounding player in familiar DiVA clothing • I • .1. 
� 

Cyrus CDS 1,000 Reveals the emotional and intellectual message in everything it plays and is guaranteed lo keep you listening !-+ 
Exposure 2010 600 A smooth and substantial-sounding player, a little lacking in refinement but musical all the same • • • • 

Linn Genki 995 Explicit, rather bright-sounding player with strong multiroom appeal 
+--

Heart CD6000 OSE LE 750 Valved-up Marantz makes an entertaining and colourful player that will inspire you to listen longer '• • • • 

Marantz CD-17 Mkll M 800 Insight, detail and rhythmic precision make the modified CD-17 Mkll M a top-draw player at the price 
·1 · 

• • 

[] NAD C541 i 330 High-octane player has the occasional rough edge, but is remarkable value for money • • • 

Ratel RCD-02 375 Against some strong competition in the same price area, the new Ratel generally holds up well 

:r· 
• 

D Sony SCD-XA3000ES 800 A revised and refined version of the SCD-XA333ES that provides an almost holographic sound • • • • 

D Thule CD1 508 775 A light but engaging and expansive-sounding player with a very quirky user interface • e • 

UOVUl.000 
[ill Audionet ART V2 2,300 Built to last forever, this CD has a dark natural sound with excellent bass and would be cheap at twice the price! 

:J 
• 

D Classe CDP-1 o 1,599 Very natural yet capable of revealing the finest of details in a coherent and engaging manner • • 

[ill Copland CDA 822 1,598 Well built and carefully thought out, if you go for the more sophisticated musical forms it is superb value • • 

Exposure 301 O 1,195 What this player lacks in immediacy and punch is offset by its sparkling sense of occasion and musical tension • t • • • 

Exposure XXll 1,395 Natural sounding player, great with voices and acoustic instruments and makes for engaging listening • • • 

[ill Gamut CD1R 2,350 Natural, precise and impressively 3D sound that marries precision with emotional communication •1 • • --
[ill Krell KPS 25sc 24,998 One of the finest CD players available, this is also a state of the art preamplifier with Cast interface technology • • • • 

[ill Mark Levinson No390S 6,495 Superbly built and comprehensively equipped with genuinely high-resolution sound • • • • 

D Meridian 507 1 , 195 Unusually precise and considered performer that sounds as different as the discs you stick in the drawer • i • G 

Musical Fidelity CD-PRE24 2,000 Substantial player incorporates upsampling and extensive analogue and digital preamplification facilities • 1 • 

[ill Musical Fidelity Tri-Vista 4,000 Limited edition stereo-only SACD/CD player that is simply the best player MF has ever made • • •1• • 

NAD S500i 1,200 A beautifully built machine that treads the fine line between precision and musicality with aplomb • • • • 

[ill Nairn CDX2 2,650 Fine quality one-box CD player, but its best feature is upgradeability via outboard XPS supply • 

D Orelle CD1 OOevo 1,500 Very superior timing, a wide dynamic range, natural sweelness and fine transparency • 

D Primare D30.2 1,499 Superb high-resolution player gives a strong taste of musical structure and physicality • • 
_,_ I D Resolution Audio Opus 21 2,850 Dynamic, well timed and 3D performance with an analogue volume control and digital input for a second source • • 

D Roksan Caspian M Series 1, 100 Not CD-RW compatible, but otherwise an excellent CD that punches above its weight • 

[ill TEAC D-70/P-70 13,00J This two-box solution is one of the best CD replay systems available, with a fantastic range of facilities • 
,_ 

• • • 
+ 

[ill Wadia 301 3,650 Insightful player with digital preamp options and good onboard volume control. Try it direct for maximum effect 

JiJj 'f'I :1 JI SACD COMPATIBLE Plays high-resolution SACD discs in multichannel and/or two-channel mode. ELEC DIGITAL OUTPUT Electrical coaxial output lor digital connection to a DAG or digital recorder. 

OPT DIGITAL OUTPUT Optical Toslink output lor digital connection to a DAG or digital recorder. CD-RW COMPATIBLE Will play CD-RW (rewritable) discs, most CD players can cope with CD-Rs. 

CD TEXT Will display album and track lilies from inserted disc. BAL ANALOGUE OUT Balanced XLR output connections for similarly equipped amplifiers 

HEADPHONE SOCKET Quarter inch (6.3mm) headphone 1ack fitted to the CO player VARIABLE OUTPUT Player features both fixed level and variable, volume adjustable outputs. 

Classe CDP-10 El,599 Naim CDX2 £2,650 
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An exceptional CO player from the Canadian high-end brand - its natural, detailed and 

engaging way with varied music types is little short of stunning_ 

A superb player that mixes rhythm and timing with precision and poise. Add the £2,300 
XPS power supply (pictured) to make one of the best CO players in the world. 
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DVD PLAYERS 
Disc players for audio and video 

® DVD has proved a phenomenal 

success in commercial terms and has 

virtually extinguished the market for 

budget CD players - you can't really beat a 

multiformat player when it comes to 

features. Early DVD players were not 

particularly good CD spinners because of 

the enormous amount of RF interference 

produced by video circuits, but as this 

problem has been identified manufacturers 

have begun to tackle it. Nowadays, most 

DVD players are competent CD players and 

a few are very good - often as not they are 

the ones that play DVD-Audio discs as well. 

The great advantage of DVD is that it 

offers sufficient capacity to hold a feature 

length movie or music concert and discrete 

multichannel sound on a disc the size of a 

CD. In the case of plain DVD-Video discs, 

the audio is encoded in either the Dolby 

Digital or DTS format, both of which use 

'lossy' compression to fit the audio onto 

the disc alongside the video data. You can 

use a DVD player with your stereo system 

by connecting the stereo outputs, though 

this won't give the surround sound 

benefits that the format specialises in. 

DVD-AUDIO 
DVD-Audio is a high-resolution format that 

offers multichannel, stereo and Dolby Digital 

tracks on dedicated DVD-A discs. The discs 

can be played on any DVD player, but 

..,.�._• the CD-beating high-fidelity sound can 

only be appreciated with a DVD-A player. 

While offering similar benefits to SACD, it 

has the advantage of on-screen display for 

information - lyrics, images and so on. To save 

you having to decide which format to go for, a 

few brands are bringing out universal players 

to cover SACD and DVD-A, alongside CD and 

DVD-Video -a neat and relatively future proof 

route into high-resolution multichannel music. 

Higher-end models featuring high-bandwidth 

compatible digital audio links are now also 

appearing, enhancing DVD-A/SACD sound 

when used with similarly equipped amps. 

CONNECTIONS 

WHICH AUDIO OUTPUTS 

GIVE THE BEST QUALITY? 
Use the analogue outputs 

for CD, DVD-A and SACD, 

and the coaxial digital output 

for DTS and Dolby Digital 

movie soundtracks. 

WHICH VIDEO OUTPUTS 

GIVE THE BEST QUALITY? 
The best connection is 

component video closely 

followed by RGB Scart, which 

is clearly superior to S-video 

and the basic composite 

video option. 

DO I NEED A MULTICHANNEL 

AMP TO USE A DVD PLAYER? 
Only if you want to hear music 

and movie soundtracks in 

multichannel surround. DVD 

players can be used with stereo 

amps and just two speakers to 

great effect, but you'll only get 

stereo, not surround sound. 

DO I NEED PROGRESSIVE 

SCAN VIDEO? 
It's worthwhile for the very best 

picture quality, but make sure 

your DVD player and display 

device support PAL progressive. 

SCA RT 

CONNECTIONS: 

ANALOGUE AUDIO OUTPUTS: For DIGITAL OUTPUTS: VIDEO CONNECTIONS: Yellow sockets are composite; red, 

These a re a good­

quality option for 

video, especially 

ones that output 

RGB. 

stereo and multichannel connections, For Dolby Digital, 

use these for best results with DTS and PCM 

DVD-Audio, SACD and CD. audio bitstreams. 

92 Hl·FI CHOICE awards 2003 

green and blue sockets are for component which gives best 

results, while the black multi pin socket is S-video, which sits 

qualitatively between the two. 
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DVD PLAYERS 
SPECIFICATIONS 

AudioNideo disc players 
BADGE? PRODUCT 

UPT0£1.000 
@ Arcam DiVA DV88 Plus 

Cambridge Audio DVD57 

Cyrus DVD 7+ 

[!] Denon DVD-2900 

['.] I Pioneer DV-565A 

� Pioneer DV-757Ai 
- -�--------··· 

Primare V25 

Sony DVP-NS905V 

ABOVE £1.000 
@ Arcam FMJ DV27 A 

Cyrus DVDS 

@ Denon DVD-A 1 
----- -<-----·-·--·--·----·-· 

@ Marantz DV-12S1 

Meridian DVD596 

@ Meridian 800 

Roksan Caspian DVD 

@'TAG Mclaren DVD32R 

@ Townshend DV-747A 

COMMENTS 

1,000 The first DVD player Gust) enabled to deliver progressive scan with UK-spec PAL discs. Superb picture and good sound 

200 DVD-Audio replay, progressive scan pictures and a good periormance at a silly-low price. Fantastic value for money. 

1,000 Typical Cyrus style - open, vivid and bouncy sound, with moderate picture quality to match 

850 A beautifully built universal player that delivers a strong periormance across all formats, all at a remarkable price 

250 Do-it-all 'universal' player is a decent periormer with all disc types, and superb value for money considering its range 

800 State of the art universal player with ilink digital interiace provides periormance stretch currently unavailable to others 

1 ,OOO Bold pictures on screen are matched to easy, likeable sound quality and a huge range of outputs 

400 
I 

DVD-Video and SACD in a distinctly superior package, with above average periormance 

1,900 1 Very accomplished, clean sounding player with CD, DVD and DVD-Audio alike. Picture quality is excellent too 

1,200 ' An impressive step up from the DVD?+, which includes component video outputs 

2,500 A convincing case for the DVD-A format, battleship construction combined with sonic and visual finesse 

2,500 THX Ultra-progressive DVD-A player is a classy all-rounder, and absolutely top notch in legacy CD mode 
f--

2,485 Very classy player with DVD-A upgrade potential, one of the few that is also a superb CD player 

10,805 The ultimate in DVD replay, modular construction, buffered ROM drive, upsampling and high-res digital outputs 

1 , 195 I A good all-rounder - a solid and propulsive sounding DVD player which is also a surprisingly capable picture-making machine 

3,995 1 An engineering tour de force. It's pricey and plays neither DVD-A nor SACD, but periormance - especially video - is top notch 

2,899 Major upgrade to Pioneer machine turns it into a giant slayer of a disc player, available as an upgrade to existing owners 

11 Jl '4 :I l I DVD-A COMPATIBLE Plays high-resolution DVD-A discs in two and multichannel modes. SACD COMPATIBLE Plays high-resolution SAGO discs in two and multichannel modes 
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ELEC DIGITAL OUTPUT Electrical coaxial output for digital connection to a multichannel amplifier or receiver OP T DIGITAL OUTPUT Optical Tosi ink output for digital connection to a multichannel amplifier or receiver. 

HEADPHONE SOCKET Quarter inch (6.3mm) headphone jack fitted to the DVD player 

Pioneer DV-565A £250 Denon DVD-2900 £850 
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A universal pi;iyer with respectable performance across all formats, at a remarkable price. A universal pi;iyer that's good with CD and great with DVD-V, DVD-A and SACD alike. 
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Pioneer DV-757 Ai £800 Arcam FMJ DV27 A £ 1,900 
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Now pressured by Denon's DVD-2900, but its wideband digi-out is still unique at the price. No SACD playback, but DVD-Audio and CD sound are first rate, as is picture performance. 
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VINYL 
Turntables, cartridges and phono stages 

Pro-Ject 

® Record players or turntables 

offer the digital revolution
. serious compet1t1on when 1t 

comes to sound quality. Even a 

modest model can turn musical 

tricks that most CD players 

struggle with. Some call it vinyl 

warmth, but in reality it's a lack of 

digital hardness that makes the 

format so engaging. True, the 

software requires a bit more care, 

but even a knackered LP is more 

playable than a scratched CD. 

Record players are made of three, 

perhaps four, fundamental parts. 

The turntable is the plinth and 

platter, usually also containing the 

motor and any suspension system. 

A tonearm sits on the plinth and 

allows the cartridge to trace the 

vinyl groove by pivoting or 

parallel tracking over the record. 

The cartridge contains the means 

of turning the mechanical 

movement of the groove wall into 

an electrical signal. 

A fourth element is an amp 

dedicated to the delicate job of 

amplifying and equalising the 

cartridge's insubstantial output 

This is called a phono stage and 

can be found in some integrated 

amplifiers and preamps, but is 

increasingly purchased separately 

for use with line-only amps. 

1 Xpression £210 

There are two types of phono 

cartridge: moving magnet (MM) 

and moving coil (MC}, and with a 

few exceptions the latter 

outperforms the former. But MCs 

produce a lower output and require 

better-quality amplification to be 

heard at their best As a general 

rule, MCs offer a broader 

bandwidth, greater dynamics and 

more detail, but the better moving 

magnets do most things well 

enough to distract you from your 

CD collection. 

Avid 
Diva £1,100 

but the general principle is to level the platter by 

adjusting the suspension or, as with solid platters, the 

surface it sits on. Sprung suspensions sometimes 

require a bit of fine-tuning to sound their best, but the 

principle is to achieve a smooth, pistonic bounce. 

Cartridge set-up is even more critical, as the angles at 

which the stylus traces the groove affects its tonal 

balance and levels of distortion. A good alignment 

protractor is essential if you are intending to set up 

your own cartridge, as is a degree of patience. In 

essence, there are two angles you need to get right: 

the tracing angle as the cartridge crosses the record if 

you are looking from above, and the vertical tracking 

angle (VTA), which is adjusted by raising or lowering 

the arm base to bring the arm parallel with the record 

surface. 

Michell 
Orbe SE fl,825 

The latest model from Czech turntable 

specialist Pro-Ject is remarkable value for 

money- an Ortofon OMlO cartridge and 

carbon fibre arm are included in the price. 

A beautiful mid-price turntable with an 

impressively well-sorted sound from low 

bass to high treble. Price includes 

matching Nima tonearm. 

Superbly well engineered for the money, 

Avid's entry-level deck spins a highly 

involving musical message - solid, 

powerful and detailed. 

A fine example of the turntable art, the 

stripped down SE version of Michell's 

flagship now features a DC motor. Does 

justice to the best arms and cartridges. 
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Hl·FICHOICE 

BUYER'S BIBLE 

Our favourite osESTBUY @ EDITORSCHOICE 

TURNTABLES 
Record players 
BADGE? PRODUCT 

D Audio Note TI1/ARM1 

D Avid Diva 

[ill Avid Volvere Sequel 

[ill Avid Acutus 

Clearaudio Champion Level 2 

Linn LP1 2 Basik 

D Michell Gyro SE 

[ill Michell Orbe SE 

D Pro-Ject 1 Xpression 

D Pro-Ject RPM 6 

D Rega P2 

Rega P3 

Rega P25 

[ill Rega P9 

D Roksan Radius 5 

[ill Roksan TMS2 

[ill SME Model 1 OA 

!ill SME Model 20.ZA 

594 

1,100 

3,500 

5,000 

1,955 

1,100 

1,058 

1,825 

210 

500 

198 

298 

619 

2,248 

850 

7,500 

3,411 

5,274 

COMMENTS 

Simple and unpretentious, it delivers a real taste of true high-end performance at an affordable price 

A solid and powerful sounding deck with fine build, requires a smooth, relaxed cartridge for best results 

Heavyweight turntable that will deliver more of what's in a vinyl groove than most of the competition 

Extremely capable design with no apparent shortcomings. Don't sell your vinyl 'til you've heard it on this1 

Neutral balance, great looks, but only so-so detail. Benefits greatly from isolation 

Trails the full LP12 significantly, but pace, rhythm, timing etc are still top rank 

New DC motor-equipped Gyro offers great looks and even better sound. Price includes RB300 arm 

A superb turntable, able to mix it with the best at virtually any price. Now features new DC motor. 

Well designed and executed budget deck with an entertaining and revealing sound 

Basic, very neutral turntable and arm combination that can take a very expensive cartridge. A high-end bargain 

Updated Planar 2: just as much fun as ever and now even better value as the competition falls away 

Updated Planar 3, building on the strengths of the P2 with added subtlety and detail 

The contemporary aesthetic wins admiration, the sonic assurance turns it into your own personal music shrine 

Exceptionally elegant hi-tech player with complex outboard supply, ceramic platter and wonderful RB1 OOO tonearm 

Sophisticated design with accomplished sound quality, excellent imagery, and good isolation 

Typical Roksan sound, but better: pitch-accurate, lean, detailed and controlled, without the 'bloat' of lesser designs 

Elegant and extremely capable design with Series V/309 hybrid arm, superbly built 

Beautifully built, extremely neutral damped and suspended deck with superb sound. Inc V arm 

Our favourite oBEsTBUY [illEDI TORSCHOICE 

PHONO CARTRIDGES 
MM and MC cartridges 
BADGE? PRODUCT 

Clearaudio Aurum Beta S 

Clearaudio Sigma 

Goldring Elite 

Grado Prestige Black 

D Grado Prestige Gold 

[ill Linn Akiva 

[ill Lyra Helikon 

Reson Etile 

D Sumiko Blue Point Special 

D Van den Hui MC One Special 

270 

580 

250 

40 

110 

1,800 

1,095 

485 

250 

699 

COMMENTS 

Clear improvement over cheaper Alpha, and good sound all round by any standards 

A nimble and revealing cartridge that is more at home in lower mass arms 

A remarkably subtle and persuasive design that should tempt anyone 

Offers admirable detail and treble extension, with good bass and ambience too 

Produces rich, open and expansive music with the minimum of fuss 

With fine dynamic expression and a wide bandwidth, what you hear sounds very close to master tape 

Highly capable and highly neutral, this is a cartridge for all seasons, albeit fussy about vinyl quality 

Plenty of life and detail, and refined with it 

A no-nonsense performer with engaging musical properties - one of the best around for less than £300 

A gorgeous cartridge that's worth the price every time you hear a familiar track in a whole new light 

� 
§i 

33/45 

33/45 

33/45 

33/45 

33/45 

33 

33/45 

33/45 

33/45 

33/45 

33/45 

33/45 

33/45 

33/45 

33/45 

33/45 

33/45 

33/45/78 

[ill van den Hui Colibri XGP 2,699 Phenomenal resolution, custom building to suit hard and software, but needs 500 ohm loading and is vulnerable to damage 

Our favourite osESTBUY [illEDITORSCHOICE 

PHONO STAGES 
Phono stages 
BADGE? PRODUCT 

D Creek OBH-8SE 

Lehmann Black Cube 

Musical Fidelity X-LPS"3 

D NAO PP2 phono stage 

D Tom Evans Microgroove 

!ill Tom Evans The Groove 

D Trichord Omo/Dino+ 

160 

275 

249 

50 

400 

1,800 

498 

COMMENTS 

Neutral, relaxed and involving sound from this neat little unit 

Creates a well balanced sound that has few limitations and plenty of good qualities. Very flexible for the price 

Simple, well turned out valve-driven phono stage lacks adjustability, but sounds sweet, open and well-behaved 

A fine buy for turntable users on a tight budget - open tonality and clarity is distinctly impressive for the money 

For dynamics and real bass extension with gocd tonal colour this is the one to beat. The Plus version (£700) is even betterl 

Plenty of detail, excellent imaging and almost flawlessly neutral: a good choice for maximum information retrieval off any LP 

Relaxed yet resolute with very good image depth and natural balance, not to mention great flexibility 

SPECIFICATIONS 

� � 
iii 

f:l �� 8 � 
;;; 

Q �� ;: "' 

� u"' 
� (/) FriFn � 

• 

• 

• 

� 
1" 
s: 

2�3 1 
247 

229 

194 

223 

103 

239 

235 

248 

236 

214 

214 

239 

228 

248 

246 

195 

186 

223 

235 

235 

214 

235 

242 

215 

223 

192 

235 

244 

M'1U4Hli!fii!Wb& 
s: � s: 2 
� � 

2 
;:: � 

0 

� 
1" 

� � � 
s: 

§3 

223 

• • • 234 

• • 248 

• 245 

234 

201 

234 

I 11! :1:111:11 JJ j l'fi :1 �I SPEEDS Speeds ottered in rpm. SUSP SUBCHASSIS Turntables with a sprung or suspended support for the planer and arm. SWtTCHABLE SPEED CHANGE Some decks require manual lifting of the 

belt from one pulley to another to change speed, but not these ones. SUPPLIED WITH ARM Deck 1s supplied complete with tonearm - some require a separate purchase in this department, but the dealer will fit it for you 

SUPPLIED WITH CARTRIDGE Some decks are supplied with a starter cartridge and this is included in the price shown. 

IR t;ii;l!1IBJJjl'fj;1� I MM Moving magnet cartridge- see amp and phono stage features to match this type. MC Moving coil cartridge- see amp and phono stage features to malcl1 this lype. 

REPLACEABLE STYLUS Some cartridges have separate styli for ease of replacement, but 11 compromises sound quality 
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AUDUSA EUPEN CSA 2.5 MAINS CABLE - HI FI CHOICE SEPT 2001 BEST BUY 
GNLM 05/04 and GNLM 05/2.5 ( CSA 2.5) Cable with FERRITE TECHNOLOGY - A polymer material mixed with a consid­

erable quantity of homogeneously fine high quality ferrite powder.is extruded around the 

copper conductors. As a ferromagnetic material, it will go through hysteresis loops when­

ever it is under influence of an alternating magnetic field. Con-

,...... ______ secutively magnetizing and demagnetizing the material will AUDUSA _ Eupen GNLM 05;2.5 (CSA 
cause considerable losses of high frequency energy. This ener- 2.5) shown with Marinco IEC 320 

gy is absorbed in the ferrite grains and converted into heat.This 
GNLM 05/2.5 (CSA2.5) £48 for 

effect is more or less proportional to the field frequency; high fre- 1.0m,£58 for 1.5m, £68 for 
quencies will be strongly attenuated, because their energy will be 2.om, Off the reel £30 for 1st 

absorbed by the ferrite powder.The GNLM cables which in addition meter, £20 per m thereafter. 

to the above described ferrite technology is further protected with a "'- GNLM 05/04 £58 for 1 m, £68 

foil shield and a drain wire and specifically manufactured for High ••· for 1.5m, £78 for 2.om Also off 
the reel. 

End audio use. Said by some to be the most neutral sounding AUDUSA EUPEN GNLM 05104 Both GNLM cables available for 
mains cable on the market export 

Fitted with IEC (Martin Kayser) and MK Tough Cable can be supplied fitted to our all steel 4, 6 and 8 way distribution blocks. 

We can rewire the distribution blocks with Eupen cable as an extra cost option. Refer to our web site for details. 

AUDUSA - Eupen and LAT AC-2 mains cable available with 16 amp IEC (for certain models of amps by Krell, MF, Levinson etc}, Marinco 

320 IEC, Figure of eight, Bulgin, USA Hubble,European Schuko, Australian, Swiss, Danish, and Neutrik plugs. 

SILVER SILVER SILVER - Upgrade the cable with silver plated contacts on IEC and and MK plug for 
an extra £6. IEC's and MK plugs with silver plated contacts available seperately at £6, £8 and £9 

Why Silver plated contacts? Simple, silver is THE BEST conductor of electricity. 

LAT AC-2 HI-FI CHOICE - SEPT 2001 - RECOMMENDED MAINS CABLE 
We have developed a cabling (weaving) pattern along with 

an unusual shielding/filtering system that gets rid of the 

garbage that contaminates your components. The difference 

you hear with our cord is astounding. Our power cord takes 

advantage of silver in its design through use of our proprietary 

Silverfuse conductors. The conductors are 1 O gauge and with 

PTFE; the best insulation available. Fitted as standard with 

IEC I MK Toughplug . .  60cm £62, 90cm £75, 1.2m £88, 1.5m 

£101, 1.8m £112 etc Other lengths available and.off the reel. 

4,6 and 8 way all steel mains distribution blocks fitted with 

UK, Schuko or USA sockets.GE tested & approved mains 

distribution units manufactured of heavy gauge steel, finished 

in black and fitted with high quality 13amp sockets. It has no 

filters, circuit breakers, surge protection, transformers, resis­

tors, capacitors, LED's, on/off switches, chokes, regulators, just 

fitted with 1 m of AC-2 mains cable.From £166 for 4 way, £198 

for 6 way, £229 for 8 way. 

SILVERFUSE is a near alloy of sil­
ver and copper. IT IS NOT SILVER PLATED 
OR SILVER CLAD. Plating (or clad, which is 
the same thing as plating) causes a dioding 
effect when signal is passed through resulting 
in brightness and distortion. The Silverfuse 
process starts with seven nines OFHC copper 
wire with a diameter that is slightly larger than 
the required size. It is then pulled through a 
trough of molten silver. The wire with a silver 
deposit, is then forced through a compacting 
die where it is subject to tremendous pres­
sure. The silver and the high purity copper are 
fused together into a near alloy. The compact­
ing fusion also reduces the wire diameter to 
the desired size. No dioding subsequently 
occurs with this process. The result provides 
for the benefits of silver; which are excellent 
definition and clarity, with the high purity cop­
per benefits of warmth and mellowness. 

LAT INTERNATIONAL - Analogue, Digital and Video interconnects and Speaker cable- better than 
most others at double the price Refer to www.audusa.com for further details or ask for reviews 

SUNFIRE CORPORATION - Snohomish USA 
New for 2002 Sunfire True Sub Woofer MKIV - 11 inch cube. Signature True Sub­

Woofer 13 inch cube and Junior Sub Woofer 9 inch cube -all with two drivers, to as low as 16hz, 
116 SPL and 360 cu ins of air movement, 1200 or 2700 watt patented amp technology. Classic 
Tube Pre-amp, Solid state power amps 2 channel (300 x 2 or 600 x 2) and 5 channel (220 x 5 or 
430 x 5 - yes total of 2150 watts into 8 ohms or 4300 watts into 4 ohms) patented amp technology 
(no heat sinks) and Theatre Grand II processor pre-amp. 

WWW.AUDUSA.COM 

r --

-� 
-

Tel: 020 8241 9826, 020 8264 0249 Fax 020 8241 0999 Email: sales@audusa.com 
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Hl·FICHOICE 

BUYER'S BIBLE 

RADIO TUNERS TOP BUYS 

FM and DAB hi-fi separates 

® Radio is a fantastic musical resource 

that's in danger of being taken for 

granted, but whatever your tastes 

there's someone out there catering for it. If 

you haven't got a decent tuner hooked up 

to your hi-fi already, you're missing out' 

DAB or FM? 
Digital Audio Broadcasting (DAB) is said 

to be available to 80 per cent of the 

population and the long-term plan is to 

switch public broadcasting over to digital, 

but hardware prices have yet to come 

down to a point where this would be 

acceptable. Its advantages over FM include 

hiss-free reception, the potential for a 

wider range of stations and the ability to 

display comprehensive programming 

information. FM's RDS system means that 

station name and occasionally track titles 

are displayed, but the range of information 

is fairly limited. 

Where FM scores over DAB is in the lower 

cost of hardware and the greater reception 

area. It can also provide higher sound 

quality if reception conditions are 

favourable. Absolute sound quality 

judgements are muddied by the fact that 

you are listening to different forms of 

compression and processing at the studio 

for each station. 

What is clear, however, is that there are 

more and more radio stations broadcasting 

on DAB that aren't available on FM. So if 

it's variety of programming you're after, 

they have a lot to offer. 

RECEPTION 
The quality of signal you feed a tuner will 

dictate its sound quality. So serious FM 
listeners should get a decent external aerial 

and connect it with as few junctions and 

splits as possible. Every time you split the 

cable (ie take a feed for another tuner) you 

halve signal strength! With DAB the same 

applies but get a DAB-specific aeria I. See 

www.bbc.co.uk/ digitalradio for details. 

Denon TU260L II £130 
The benchmark for all other budget AM/FM 

tuners, with great sound and features. 

at? . . ... . ... z� , 
Cambridge DAB SOO E 150 
A low-cost DAB radio that gets very close 

to much more expensive digital models. 

Magnum Dynalab 
MD102 £2,200 
If you're serious about radio this superb 

FM tuner is about as good as it gets. 

Our favourite �-�STBt.IY [illEDITOR'SCHOICE 

TUNERS SPECIFICATIONS 
"' "' 

�I � � 
I� n1 � 

FM & DAB HI-FI SEPARATES I 5l 
� 

8 � i"' 

� 
"' 2 � BADGE' PROOUCT 

Cambridge T500 
Creek T43 

El Denon TU-260L II 

COMMENTS -
--- 51 � &l @ 

• 
• 193 
• 193 

180 1 Very capable tuner suited to good and less good reception conditions 
399 Quality UK-made tuner offering classy sound in all areas at a very fair price 

_'.M,'.'1..'.'.:_l64 
FM,M,L 64 

130 The return of the all-time favourite, now enhanced with RDS and sounding as fine as ever FM,M,L 40 • • 193 
[ill Magnum Dynalab MD102 -�--------t-i 2- ,2-0-1 0 1 Unique remote control analogue FM tuner delivers a superbly transparent sound that makes radio fun FM 5 ; • • 241 

,
.

..180 Another budget killer from Marantz, with sound well above its class and useful features ---+--F·M, M, L 90 • t • 211 El Marantz ST6000 
Myryad T-30 

El NAO S400 
El - Primare T21 -4 
D Rega Radio 3 

Rotel RT-02 

DAB TUNERS 
Arcam DT-81 

D · Cambridge Audio DAB500 
Pure DRX-701 ES 

� Attractive product that produces attractive sounds too: capable of very musical performance with a good a:rial FM 29 -" • 1 • I t 193 
600 One of the best around - bass and treble are both well extended and detail is excellent FM 30 • • • J 230 

�oo ( lde�tical to NAO S400 ��d lik�wise �-very fine tun:i:__ __ ___ FM -�o .J. • L : •-+ __ • _230 
374 Unpretentious unit which does what it claims, very well. Unusually fine FM sound in all areas FM,M 20 ' • 242 
279 A highly competent tuner which always sounds appealing and fuss-free ------t--F-M- ,M--+-3- 0+l -.-+--. -+-. -+-1-2-42 1 

650 A very smart and polished DAB performer DAB 16 • • •  221 ------------------- ---+----!---+- -+---!--+--+- _____, 
DAB 10 e e e 248 150 Very good sound, plus optional response tweaks, and slickest operation yet 

250 An excellent introduction to DAB, fine value, simple to use and feature loaded 
-----+ ----- -

MB oo o � "I"�· 234 
DAB,FM,M 

i
-9g' -�ere .• . 242 Pure Digital DRX-702ES 330 Very flexible DAB (inc L-band) and FM tuner. DAB is good, FM a touch disappointing 

TAG Mclaren T32R+DAB 2,290 Classy hi·fi at its best top sounds on FM and DAB, and a joy to own and use --' -- �--- - -
DAB,FM,M,L 9gf e e e · e 230 

(iQH-t:l> I WAVEBANDS Which bands are supported: FM, M - medium wave, L- long wave, DAB- digital audio broadcasting. PRESETS How many stations can be stored in memory. RDS Radio Data System - station names 

and program titles can be displayed among other facilities (FM only, DAB has more comprehensive display potential). REMOTE CONTROL For the couch potato. SIGNAL STRENGTH METER Useful for setting up an aerial. 

ROTARY TUNING KNOB An ergonomic alternative to buttons. 
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Hl·FICHOICE 

BUYER'S BIBLE 

DIGITAL AUDIO RECORDERS 
CD, Mini Disc and hard drive recorders 

® MiniDisc 
MD's strength is versatility. You can 

record and then re-record many times 

over. Editing facilities are second to none -

quality is higher - if you're recording from 

a CD, the best models will give you a copy 

that is very close to the original. In terms of 

compatibility, most CD players will play 

back a CD-R disc, but older models might 

have trouble with CD-RW (though you can, 

of course, play the disc back on your own 

recorder}. If you want to play a CD-R/RW 

on a DVD player, check for compatibility. 

you can erase mistakes, name tracks and 

re-order a disc's contents with a few simple 

button pushes, making it ideal for building 

compilations. They're pretty robust too. 

Sound quality is below that of CD-R/ 

CD-RW. The format uses a Sony-developed 

compression technology called ATRAC, 

which discards part of the data in order to 

squeeze it on the disc. If you're copying 

from CD to MD, the result tends to sound 

a little cold in comparison, lacking a 

degree of detail and ambience. But to 

most people it still sounds light years 

ahead of cassette - clean and hiss-free. 

Recordable CD 
With recordable CD you have a choice of 

two disc types: CD-R discs are the cheapest, 

but you can only record once; and CD-RW 

discs are a little more costly, but you can re­

record on them ad infinitum. 
Though the latest machines incorporate 

some useful editing facilities, CD-R/RW is 

not as flexible as MD. However, sound 

Hard drive 
The latest contender on the digital recording 

scene is also the most flexible. Some HOD 

(hard disk drive} recorders can store whole 

music collections if you use a compression 

format such as MP3. HOD recorders are 

taking over from multi disc CD changers as 

sound servers in multiroom installations, 

where their ability to play more than one 

piece of music at a time is a great boon. 

HOD also offers impressive editing facilities 

on a par with MD, and they can also record 

from CD (or to CD-R/RW) at high speed. 

At present, sound quality isn't the driving 

force behind the format- flexibility and 

storage capacity being bigger issues - and a 

plain CD-R/RW machine will outperform an 

HOD recorder in fidelity terms. 

Our favourite oBEsTBUY IT£]EDITOR'SCHOICE 

DIGITAL RECORDERS 
CD-R/RW, MD and HDD recorders 
BADGE? PRODUCT COMMENTS 

CO-R/RW RECORDERS 

Denon CDR-1 OOO 400 A respectable player and recorder, though some midband congestion was noted when recording 

D Marantz DR6000 400 No frills, but in its fundamentals this is one of the finest CD recorders on the market 

NAO C660 500 Audiophile twin deck offering high-speed copying, HDCD replay and notably fine recording from analogue 

Philips CDR802 £300 
Multidisc recorder that's slick and accom­

plished, albeit with a slightly flaky build. 

Marantz DR6000 £400 
Quality in a box - it eschews gimmickry, 

but it does a simple job very well. 

It�;:�� _ H.,. ----- - T 
Yamaha 
CDR-HD1300 £600 
Combining hard disk with CO-R makes CO 

recording a whole lot more flexible. 

I merge 
52000 fl,599 
Impressively flexible hard disk music 

server for multi-room applications. 

MW14#Hli!ff.\i!W�'M 

• 218 

233 

• 243 

D Philips CDR802 300 Tacky looks and build notwithstanding, this is a well-equipped and technically sound 3-to-1 autochanger/recorder at a good price 2 233 

D Philips CDR951 

D Pioneer PDR-609 

Pioneer PDR-W839 

MD RECORDERS 

Pioneer MJ-D508 

Sony MDS-JE480 

HOD RECORDERS 

!merge S2000 

0 Yamaha CDR-HD1300 

380 An improvement on previous models, it delivers the musical goods in some style 

270 Classic CD recorder with outstandingly good sound for the money on both record and replay 

350 Good-quality twin CD burner makes recordings that can be hard to distinguish from the original. Good value too 

200 Well equipped, but musically sleep-inducing player that receives its Recommendation owing to the price 

130 Straightforward and effective, but the three real killer features are price, price and price 

1,599 Intended as the centrepiece of a multi-room installation, this three-output server combines flexibility with good sound 

600 Superb combination of high-speed CD-RW drive and hard disk, adding editing flexibility to CD recording 

(iJ l'f·J:I \I DECKS Amount of drive mechanisms on board -twin-deck recorders use one to play while the other records. HD CAPACITY Amount of gigabytes of storage capacity, for HD only. 

OPTICAL IN/OUTPUTS Optical Toslink in and outputs tor digital connection to a CD player or DAG. ELEC IN/OUTPUTS Electrical coaxial 1n and outputs tor digital connection to a CD player or DAG. 
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RCD-02 CD PLAYER 

RA-01 AMPLIFIER (PICTURED) 

RA-02 AMPLIFIER 

INTERCONNECT CABLE* WORTH £60 
WHEN ANY ROTEL CD & AMPLIFIER PURCHASED TOGETHER 

PRO-JECT 1 XPRESSION 

TURNTABLE (BLACK) £209.95 

"Compared with a £200 CD player this deck 

sounds remarkable: dig out your vinyl and 

give the Xpression a spin." 

ARCAM CD73T CD PLAYER £399.95 

FREE INTERCONNECT CABLE* WORTH £60 
WHEN MY ARCAM DIVA CD & AMPLIFIER PURCHASED TOGETHER 

B&W BOWERS & WILKINS 
DM602 S3 SPEAKERS 

£299.95 
The B&W 600 Series has become 

synonymous with 

performance in both 

2-channel stereo i 

and home cinema. Now, Series 3 

continues that tradition, while raising 

the standards of sound quality at this 

level by drawing on their vast 

experience in the high-end sector. 

"But the B&W 602 S3 are our winners ... 

No rival can match the wide ranging 

dynamics or low frequency 

performance of these not so compact 

standmounters. Add all-round sonic 

excellence and the choice is easy." 

FREE SPEAKER CABLE* 
WORTH £50 
WITH ANY B&W SPEAKERS OVER £280 
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780SE 

MISSION 
782 SE SPEAKERS 

£899.95 
780 SE SPEAKERS 

£349.95 
� 782 SE 
"Well, with the exception of the alderwood-veneer 

finish, these floorstanders look identical to the standard 

model, although there's a new tweeter and crossover 

design. One of the advantages of the three-way 

configuration is that each driver deals -Mth only a 

narrow section of the frequency range, and the 

designers optimise each unit to perform its respective 

task. Mission's engineers have excelled in this area: 

these elegant floorstanders sound beautifully balanced 

and few rivals under £1 OOO can match their wonderful 

levels of clarity. The 'special edition' tag is overused but 

these talented floorstanders are bona tide sonic stars." 

f'.�·��1� 

"The revamped Mission 780s are hugely enjoyable 

anyone wrth up to £400 to spend should consider these 

standmounters. Mission's clever move has paid off." 

�l/�::·::!*i 
FREE SPEAKER CABLE* WORTH £50 

WITH ANY MISSION SPEAKERS OVER £280 
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CYRUS ELECTRONICS 

8 AMPLIFIER 

£799.95 (BELOW) 

8 CD PLAYER 

£999.95 
PRE X PRE 

£999.95 
MONO X POWER 

£ 1199.95 (EAC H) 



• 

MO ITOR AUDIO BRONZE 
BRONZE 82 SPEAKERS 

£199.95 
" ... Their overall performance is faultless ... The Bronze B2s sound like pure gold: at 

£200 they offer superb value for money .. Forget "must-listen" - the B2s are 'please­

listen' products." 

"The D-M30 was exemplary, as its three What Hi-Fi? Sound and Vision 

Awards clearly show. The D-M31 is even better, making it phenomenal 

value for money." 

OPTIONAL RECORDERS: 0MD-M31 MINI[ A JER • lRf� M' 1 .... A ""'"E 



An outstanding selection of products 

are on display and available for 

demonstration at all Sevenoaks 

Sound & Vision stores. However, 

some products may not be available 

at all outlets. 

Please call to check availability 
before travelling. 

TURNTABLES 
Michell Gyro SEJRB300 
Michell TecnoDec 
Project Debut Phono SB . 

Project Debut II (Black) .. 

Project Debut II (Colours) 
Project 1 Xpression 
Project RPM4 

TUNERS 
Arcam DIVA T61 
Cyrus FM X 
Denon TU260L MKll . 

Marantz ST4000 
Pure Evoke 1 DAB 
Pure DRX-702ES Analogue/DAB 

CD PLAYERS 
Arcam DIVA CD73T 
Arcam DIVA CD82T . 
Arcam DIVA CD93T 
Arcam FMJ CD33T 
Cyrus CD6 . 
Cyrus COB . 
Denon DCD485 
Unn Genki 
Unn lkemi 
Marantz CD5400 
Marantz CDl 1m M 
Meridian 507 
Musical Fidelity A3.2 
Musical Fidelity A308� 
Musical Fidelity Tri-Vista SAGO . 

Quad 99 CD-P . 
Roksan Kandy KO 1 MKlll 
Roksan Caspian M 
Rotel RCD02 . 
Rotel RCD1072 

RECORDERS 
Pioneer PDR609 CD-RW 
Sony RCDW3 CD-RW . 
Yamaha KX393 Casselle Deck 
Yamaha KXSBOSE Cassette Deck 
Yamaha CDR-HDl 300 CD-RW 

AMPLIFIERS 
Arcam DIVA A65 Plus . 

Arcam DiVA ABO 
Arcam DIVA ABS 
Arcam FMJ A32 
Cyrus 6 
Cyrus 8 
Cyrus Pre X Pre 
Cyrus Mono X Power 
Denon PMA355 

.. £1049.95 

....... £599.95 

.£169.95 

.£119.95 

.£134.95 

.£209.95 

.£349.95 

.. £229.95 

.......... £499.95 

. .. £119.95 

.£109.95 

.£99.95 

.... £329.95 

..... £399.95 

. .... £599.95 

.. £949.95 

...... £1299.95 

. ........ £599.95 

.£999.95 

.£129.95 

.£1099.95 

.£2199.95 

.£149.95 

.£799.95 

.£1194.95 

.£999.95 

.£1999.95 

.£3994.95 

.£999.95 

........... £594.95 

...... £994.95 

. ... £379.95 

.£594.95 

.£169.95 

.£189.95 

.£119.95 

.. £199.95 

.£529.95 

.. .......... £369.95 

.£599.95 

.£799.95 

.£1149.95 

.. £599.95 

.. £799.95 

.. £999.95 

. (Each) £1199.95 

.£199.95 

.. £574.95 

Unn LK85 Power 
Marantz PM4400 
Marantz PM7200 (Black) 
Musical Fidelity A3.2 
Musical Fidelity A3.2 Pre 
Musical Fidelity A3.2 Power 
Musical Fidelity A308 
Musical Fidelity Tri-Vista 300 
Quad 99 Power 
Roksan Kandy KA 1 MKlll . 

Roksan Caspian M 
Rotel RA-01 
Rotel RA-02 
Rotel RA-1062 . 

Acoustic Energy Aegis Evo One 
Acoustic Energy Aegis Evo Three . 

Acoustic Energy AEl MKlll (From) 
B&WDM303 
B&WDM601 S3 
B&WDM602 S3 
B&W 705 
KEF 01 
KEF 04 
KEF XOl 
Unn Katan . 
Unn Ninka 
Mission m31 
Mission 780SE . 

Mission 782SE . 

Monitor Audio Bronze B2 
Monitor Audio Silver Sl 
Monitor Audio Silver S6 
Monitor Audio Gold Reference 10 
Monitor Audio Gold Reference 20 
Quad 11L 
Quad 12L 
Quad 22L 
Ruark Epilogue II 
Wharfedale Pacific Evolution 30 . 

HI-FI SYSTEMS 
Denon 201 Ex Speakers 
Denon DF101 Ex Speakers . 

.£544.95 

.£179.95 

.£329.95 

.£979.95 

.£999.95 

.. £999.95 

.£1999.95 

.£3994.95 

..... £549.95 

........... £594.95 

£894.95 

.£249.95 

.£349.95 

.£594.95 

. £179.95 

.£349.95 

.. £1699.95 

. . £179.95 

.£249.95 

.£299.95 

.£899.95 

... £249.95 

.. £399.95 

... £999.95 

.£649.95 

... £1099.95 

.£129.95 

. .£349.95 

£899.95 

.£199.95 

.£299.95 

.£599.95 

.£799.95 

.. £1499.95 

.. £379.95 

.£499.95 

.. £894.95 

.£344.95 

.£649.95 

.£549.95 

Denon DM31 Ex Speakers (Free Headphones) 
Linn Classik Music Ex Speakers 

. . £349.95 

.£229.95 

.£799.95 

.. £224.95 

.£299.95 

.. £469.95 

Onkyo CS210 Ex Speakers 
Teac Legacy 600 Inc Speakers 
Teac Reference 300 Ex Speakers 
Teac Reference 500 Ex Speakers 

DVD SYSTEMS 
Denon ADV-Ml 1 Ex Speakers 
Denon ADV1000 Ex Speakers 
Jamo DVR50/A305PDD 
Linn Classik Movie Ex Speakers 
Linn Classik Movie Di Ex Speakers 
Onkyo DR-S2.2 Ex Speakers 
Pioneer DV565NC-501 Ex Speakers . 

Teac Legacy 700/LS-LBOO Speakers 

DVD PLAYERS 
MAKE & MODEL . . . ............. REGION 2 

Arcam DIVA DVBB Plus .£99g.95 

Arcam DIVA DV89 . .£1299.95 

Cyrus DVDS £1199.95 

Denon DVD-2900 Universal £749.95 

Denon DVD-A 1 .£2149.95 

Harman Kardon DVD21 £249.95 

Harman Kardon DVD25 £349.95 

Marantz DV4300 .£199.95 

Pioneer DV360 . .£109.95 

Pioneer DV464 . .£129.95 

Pioneer DV565A Universal ... £189.95 

Pioneer DV757Ai Universal ... £649.95 

Tag Mclaren DVD32FLR £2994.95 

Teac DV50 .£4499.95 

Toshiba SD330E £8g.95 

Wharfedale DVD M3 £79.95 

DVD RECORDERS 
MAKE & MODEL ................. REGION 2 

Panasonic DMR-E50 DVD-R . £299.95 

Philips DVDRIO DVD+RW . £299.95 

Philips DVDRIS DVD+RW . .£399.95 

Pioneer DVR3100S DVD-R/RW .£ 449.95 

Pioneer DVRS 1 OOHS DVD-R/RW £ 7 49.95 

Sony RDR-GX7 Recorder . £699.95 

Toshiba RO-XS30 DVD Recorder .£569.95 

.£599.95 

.£499.95 

.£699.95 

.£599.95 

.£1399.95 

.£2499.95 

.. £899.95 

. ... £599.95 

..... £899.95 

MULTI REGION 

£999.95 

£1299.95 

£1199.95 

£799.95 

£2199.95 

£249.95 

£349.95 

£199.95 

£129.95 

£149.95 

£219.95 

£699.95 

£2994.95 

£4499.95 

£109.95 

£79.95 

MULTI REGION 

£ 329.95 

£299.95 

£399.95 

£499.95 

£799.95 

£ T BA 
£ T BA 

AN AMPLIFIERS 

RECEIVERS & PROCESSORS 
Arcam AVR200 NV Receiver . 
Arcam AV8/P7 NV Pre/Processor/Power . 
Cyrus AVB NV Processor 
Denon AVC-A 1 SR NV Amplifier 
Denon AVC-A 11 SR NV Amplilier . 
Denon AVR1604 NV Receiver 
Denon AVRl 804 NV Receiver . 

Denon AVR2803 NV Receiver . 

Denon AVR3803 NV Receiver 
Harman Kardon AVR2550 NV Receiver 
Harman Kardon AVR5550 NV Receiver 
Harman Kardon AVR8500 NV Receiver 
Marantz SR4400 NV Receiver 
Marantz SR5400 NV Receiver 
Onkyo TX-SR501 E NV Receiver 
Onkyo TX-SR601 E NV Receiver 
Onkyo TX-NR900E NV Receiver 
Pioneer VSX-C301 NV Receiver 
Pioneer VSX-C501 NV Receiver 
Pioneer VSX-0812 NV Receiver 
Pioneer VSX-AX3i NV Receiver 
Pioneer VSX-AX5i NV Receiver 
Pioneer VSA-AXl Qi NV Amplifier . 

Rotel RSXl 065 NV Receiver 
Rote! RSP1066/RMB1075 NV Pre/Power 
TAG Mclaren AV30R NV Processor 
TAG Mclaren AV192R NV Processor (From) 
Yamaha DSP-AX640SE NV Amplifier 
Yamaha DSP-Z9 NV Amplifier 
Yamaha RX-V440RDS NV Receive1 . 

Yamaha RX-V640RDS NV Receiver 
Yamaha RX-Vl 400ROS NV Receiver 

.£799.95 

.£5499.95 

.. £1099.95 

.. £2499.95 

. .. £1599.95 

.£299.95 

.£399.95 

.£599.95 

.£799.95 

£399.95 

.£899.95 

.£1799.95 

.... £349.95 

... £449.95 

.. £299.95 

.£449.95 

.. £1499.95 

.£229.95 

£349.95 

.£349.95 

.£729.95 

.£999.95 

.£2299.95 

.£1799.95 

.£1799.95 

... £1799.95 

.£5999.95 

.£379.95 

.£3299.95 

.£269.95 

.£429.95 

.£799.95 

AN SPEAKER PACKAGES 
Acoustic Energy Aego PS 
Acoustic Energy Evo 3B 
B&WVM1/AS1 
Energy Take 5.1 . 
Energy Encore 
Jamo 07 THX Ultra 2 (from) 
KEF KHTl 005 . 
KEF KHT2005.2 . 
KEF QI AV 
M& K KS 
M& K K3 
M&K 850/CS35/\1850 . 

Mission m70 . 
Monitor Audio Bronze B4 
Ruark Vita 120 

.£499.95 

.£899.95 

.£849.95 

.£399.95 

.£999.95 

.£3249.95 

.£499.95 

.£799.95 

... £2199.95 

. .£1715.95 

.. £1894.95 

.£3899.95 

. £479.95 

.£949.95 

.£1699.95 

SUBWOOFERS 
B&WASW675 
B&WASW750 
MJ Acoustics Pro 50 (Black) 
MJ Acoustics Pro 100 (Black) 
MJ Acoustics Relerence 100 (Black) 
MJ Acoustics Relerence 1 (Black) 
REL 01 SOE MKll (Brittex Black) 
REL Q201E 
REL Q400E (Brinex Black) 
REL Quake (Brittex Black) 
REL Strata Ill (Wood) 
REL Storm Ill (Brittex Black) 

PLASMA 
Fujitsu P42HHA 10 42"" . 

Hitachi 32P03000P 32" 
Hitachi 42PD3000E 42" 
Panasonic Latest Models . 

Panasonic TH42PW6B 42" 
Philips Latest Models 
Pioneer PDP433HDE 43" 
Pioneer PDP434HDE 43" 
Pioneer PDP503HDE 50" 
Sony KE32TS2 32" 

LCD TV 
Panasonic Latest Models 
Sharp Aquos LC-13B4E 13" 
Sharp Aquos LC-13E1E 13"' 
Sharp Aquos LC-15B4E 15" 
Sharp Aquos LC-15E1 E 15" 
Sharp Aquos LC-20B4E 20" 
Sharp Aquos LC-20E1E 20"' 
Sharp Aquos LC-22SV2E 22" 
Sharp Aquos LC-30HV4E 30" 
Sharp Aquos LC-37HV4E 37" 
Sony Latest Models . 

PROJECTORS 
NEC HT1000 OLP 
Sanyo PLV-Zl LCD 
Screenplay SP5700 OLP 
Sharp XV-Z91 E OLP 
Sim 2 Domino 20 OLP 
Sim 2 HT300 Xlra OLP 
ThemeScene H30 Cinema OLP . 

ThemeScene H56 Cinema OLP . 

ThemeScene H76 Cinema OLP . 

Yamaha LPX-500 LCD 
Yamaha DPX-1 OOO OLP 

.£649.95 

.£1199.95 

.. £299.95 

.£599.95 

.£349.95 

.£699.95 

.£499.95 

.£724.95 

.£999.95 

.£349.95 

.. £699.95 

.£799.95 

.£3999.95 

.£999.95 

.£2999.95 

.£1999.95 

.. £3749.95 

.. £7999.95 

.£1399.95 

.£2499.95 

.. £4999.95 

.£3299.95 

.£7999.95 



:e BROMLEY 39A EAST STREET 

� • 020 8290 1988 

:;· CHELSEA 403 KINGS ROAD 
-

go • 020 7352 9466 

a:: CROYDON 369-373 LONDON ROAD 

� 0 020 8665 1203 OPEN SUNOAY 

EPSOM 12 UPPER HIGH STREET 

0 01372 7207200PENSUNOAY 

HOLBORN 144-148 GRAYS INN ROAD 

• 020 7837 7540 

KINGSTON 43 FIFE ROAD 

0 020 8547 0717 OPEN SUNDAY 

= BEDFORD 29-31 ST PETERS STREET 

g. 01234 272779 
::s 
:e 
a: 
� 

BRIGHTON 57 WESTERN ROAD. HOVE 

01273 733338 

SOUTHGATE 79-81 CHASE SIDE 

0 020 8886 2777 OPEN SUNOAY (FROM DECEMBER) 

STAINES 4 THAMES STREET NEW 
• 01784 460777 OPEN SUNOAY 

SWISS COTIAGE 21 NORTHWAYS PDE. FINCHLEY RD 

0 020 7722 9777 OPEN SUNDAY 

WATFORD 478 ST ALBANS ROAD 

• 01923 213533 OPEN SUNDAY 

WEYBRIDGE 43 CHURCH STREET. THE QUADRANT 

• 01932 828525 NEW 

MANCHESTER 69 HIGH ST, CITY CENTRE 

0161 831 7969 

NEWCASTLE 19 NEWGATE STREET 

0191 221 2320 

BIRMINGHAM ARCH 12. LIVERY STREET NORWICH 29-29A ST GILES STREET 

0121 233 2977 01603 767605 

BRISTOL 92B WHITELADIES ROAD. CLIFTON NOTIINGHAM 597-599 MANSFIELD ROAD 

0117 974 3727 0115 9112121 

CAMBRIDGE 17 BURLEIGH STREET 

01223 304770 

CARDIFF 104-106 ALBANY ROAD 

029 204 7 2899 

CHELTENHAM 14 PITTVILLE STREET 

01242 241171 

CRAWLEY 32 THE BOULEVARD 

01293 510777 

EDINBURGH 5 THE GRASSMARKET 

0131 229 7267 

EXETER 28 COWICK STREET 

01392 218895 

GLASGOW 88 GREAT WESTERN ROAD 

0141 332 9655 OPEN SUNDAY�.���"'' 

GUILDFORD 73B NORTH STREET 

01483 536666 

HULL 1 SAVILE ROW. SAVILE STREET 

01482 587171 

IPSWICH 12-14 DOGS HEAD STREET 

01473 286977 

LEEDS 62 NORTH STREET 

0113 245 2775 OPEN SUNDAY 

LEICESTER 10 LOSEBY LANE 

0116 253 6567 

LINCOLN 20-22 CORPORATION STREET 

01522 527397 (OFF HIGH STREET) 

LIVERPOOL 16 LORD STREET 

0151 707 8417 

MAIDSTONE 96 WEEK STREET 

01622 686366 OPEN SUNDAY 

OXFORD 41 ST CLEMENTS STREET 

01865 241773 

PETERBOROUGH 36-38 PARK ROAD 

01733 897697 OPEN SUNDAY 

PLYMOUTH 107 CORNWALL STREET 

01752 226011 

POOLE LATIMER HOUSE. 44-46 HIGH STREET 

01202 671677 

PRESTON 40-41 LUNE STREET 

01772 825777 OPEN SUNDAY 

READING 3-4 KINGS WALK SHOPPING CENTRE 

0118 959 7768 

SEVENOAKS 109-113 LONDON ROAD 

01732 459555 

SHEFFIELD 635 QUEENS ROAD. HEELEY 

0114 255 5861 OPEN SUNDAY 

SOLIHULL 149-151 STRATFORD ROAD 

0121 733 3727 

SOUTHAMPTON 33 LONDON ROAD 

023 8033 7770 OPEN SUNDAY 

SWANSEA 24 MANSEL STREET 

01792 465777 

SWINDON 8-9 COMMERCIAL ROAD 

01793 610992 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS 28-30 ST JOHNS ROAD 

01892 531543 

WITHAM (ESSEX) 1 THE GROVE CENTRE 

01376 501733 

WOLVERHAMPTON 29-30 CLEVELAND STREET 

01902 312225 OPEN SUNDAY 

OPENING HOURS: PLEASE TELEPHONE OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE 
E·MAIL: [insert store name)@sevenoakssoundandvision.co.uk 

WHO ARE SEVENOAKS? 
Founded in 1972, Sevenoaks Sound & 

Vision is one of the largest and most 

successful hi-fi and home cinema retailers 

in the country. 

Each Sevenoaks Sound & Vision store 

stocks a wide range of quality products, 

covering all categories of specialist home 

entertainment, from Hi-Fi separates and 

systems to DVD players, widescreen 

plasma televisions and projection systems, 

all at highly competitive prices. 

Friendly staff are available in all stores to 

advise, demonstrate and guide you through 

the home entertainment jungle. 

NEW STORES 
We are pleased to announce both the new 

stores in Staines and Weybridge are now 

open. For more infonnation visit our website. 

CUSTOM INSTALLATION 
Sevenoaks Sound & Vision's Custom 

Installation Service enables the integration 

of a home cinema or hi-fi system into your 

home as neatly and seamlessly as 

possible. All electronics can be hidden 

away, speakers discreetly mounted either 

in the wall or ceiling and the complete 

system operated via remote control. 

Our installation experts are fully trained to 

the highest standards in all areas and 

provide a prompt, reliable and professional 

service. Whether you're looking for a multi­

room system, a dedicated home cinema 

installation with a retractable screen and 

built-in speakers or an integrated control or 

lighting system, Sevenoaks Sound & Vision 

has a diverse range of products available to 

cater for all your requirements. 

SEVENOAKS WEBSITE 
The Sevenoaks Sound & Vision website 

has news and information on the 

Sevenoaks group and its stores. 

T here are regularly updated special 

offer and stock clearance lists with 

hundreds of products available and 

detailed pages to help you locate your 

nearest store. To find out more, click on 

www.sevenoakssoundandvision.co.uk 

DEMONSTRATION 

FACILITIES 
Our comfortable demonstration rooms are 

among the finest in the country, many 

complying with full THX specifications. 

STOCK CLEARANCE 
With 49 stores nationwide, the Sevenoaks 

Sound & Vision group stock and display a 

wide range of products. As models and 

product ranges are changed or 

superseded, the preceding models are 

made available at a reduced price, for 

clearance. Visit our Website for an up-Io­

date list of the clearance stock. 

PRICING POLICY 
Whilst we do not claim always to be the 

cheapest, we try to ensure our prices are 

highly competitive. Take into account the 

expert advice, unrivalled product selection, 

demonstration facilities and excellent pre. 

during and after sales service and the lower 

price might not look such good value. 

In the event you can find the same products 

and excellent service at a lower price, 

please bring it to our store managers· 

attention. We will always endeavour to offer 

you the best deal. 

www.sevenoakssoundandvision.co.uk 

=---���������������'---������������---



STEREO AMPLIFIERS 
Integrated and pre/power amps 

Amplifiers come in two basic forms: 

integrated and preamplifier (pre) plus 

power amp combinations. Integrated 

simply means that both pre and power 

sections are in one box. There are definite 

advantages to separating the low level, 

delicate signals in the preamp from the 

radiations of a power amp, so the more 

ambitious designs come in two or more 

cases. In some cases, each channel has its 

own power amp called a monoblock. 

Amplifiers use two basic technologies: 

transistors or valves. Transistors are popular 

because of their practical and technical 

advantages, but valves - aka tubes - live 

on owing to aspects of sound quality that 

trannies can't replicate. If you want to play 

your music loud, use trannies; if you 

appreciate acoustic music, try valves. 

The fundamental of amp/speaker 

interfacing is power rating and speaker 

sensitivity. You can drive a high-sensitivity 

speaker with a ten watt valve amp, but it 

takes a 200W behemoth to get the best out 

of speakers which present a difficult load. 

As a rule, you can't have too much power. 

How to choose an amp 
The main areas in which amps vary are: 

timing, dynamics, stereo imaging and 

transparency. Timing is the ability to 

present the attack and decay of each note 

precisely; amps with strong timing have a 

snap and coherence that is very appealing. 

Dynamics is a general term for the ability 

to portray variations in level between 

individual notes and is different to dynamic 

range (the difference between the loudest 

and softest notes). Dynamically strong 

amps tend to have more life and energy. 

Stereo imaging is how solid or 

three-dimensional an instrument or voice 

sounds. The point of having two rather 

than one speaker is to make it possible to 

recreate the soundstage of the original 

recording, thus amps that have strong 

imaging skills can create a sonic space that 

seems to extend the room. 

Transparency of detail is the most obvious 

difference between amps. One amp will 

present more subtlety than another, but the 

drawback with using this as your main 

criterion is that a forward or 'bright' 

sounding amplifier will emphasise detail at 

the expense of overall musical coherence. 

HOME CINEMA STEREO 
Stereo amps can be used in home cinema 

set-ups as well. You don't get the surround 

and centre channels, but well set-up stereo 

speakers do a remarkably good job of 

creating atmosphere for movies. Stereo amps 

rroeBUYS 

Rote I 
RA-1062 £595 

tend to be better at reproducing music as 

they don't have the (electrical) noise­

inducing digital processing of AV amps. AV 
amps cost three to four times as much as 

stereo models of a similar quality. 

AVI 
Type 521 Ml £1,399 

A true budget better from Marantz - power 

and finesse in equal measure, plus the 

ability to switch between Class A and Class 

AB operation. Giant killing amps are back! 

Rotel's latest is an affordable taste of the 

high end, packed with power and detail. 

It'll drive virtually any speaker and 

embarrass a good many more costly amps. 

This AVI's full name is Lab Series 

Integrated Amplifier Type 521 MI - a 

lengthy moniker for such a neat little amp 

with a hugely accomplished sound. 

106 HI-FI CHOICE I awards 2003 

SHOULD I LEAVE MY AMP ON 
ALL T HE TIME FOR BEST 
RESULTS? 
All audio electronics perform 

better when they are warmed 

up, and this is particularly the 

case when it comes to 

amplifiers. If there's no way 

that you ea n leave it on al I the 

time, make an effort to switch 

it on at least 20 minutes 

before listening. 

W HAT IS BI-WIRING AND 
BI-AMPING? 
Bi-wiring is when you run 

separate cables to the treble 

and bass/mid terminals on the 

speaker. In most instances, this 

improves sound quality so long 

as identical cables are used. 

Bi-amping is using two stereo 

amps to drive one pair of 

speakers, using one amp to 

drive the treble and the other 

for the bass/mid sections of 

the speakers. 

WHY DO VALVE AMPS HAVE 
SO UTILE POWER ? 
Valve amps are inherently low 

powered in absolute terms - at 

least when you compare them 

to their transistor-based 

cousins. But when partnered 

with high-sensitivity 

loudspeakers, they are quite 

capable of producing perfectly 

adequate head-banging levels. 

Exposure 
XXlll/XXVlll £2,790 
A beautifully natural and dynamic 

sounding pre/power amp combo - a 

transistor design with a touch of the 

valve amp sound. 



Hl·FICHOICE 

BUYER'S BIBLE 

Our favourite g_BEST BUY @ EDITOR'S CHOICE 

STEREO AMPLIFIERS 
Integrated amplifiers 
BADGE? PRODUCT 

UPT0.£1.11110 
0 Arcam DiVA A65 Plus 

0 I Arcam DiVA A75 Plus 

0 _ i Arcam DiVA ABO 

D 
D 

D 

D 
D 
D 
D 
D 

Arcam DIVA A85 

Cyrus 8 

Exposure 2010 
-r--­

Exposure 3010 

Marantz PM7200 

NAO C320BEE 

NAD C370 

Primare A10 

Primare 120 

Roksan Caspian M Series 

Ratel RA-02 

Ratel RA-1062 

I 
Sugden A21 a 

IBOVE.£1.000 
D 
D 

Arcam FMJ A32 

ATC SIA2-150 

COMMENTS 

370 Highly articulate and fluent, otters unusual insight for its price 

4 70 Quick, lively and well-presented amplifier, bass is sharper and more tuneful than its predecessor 

600 Affordable integrated, with sophisticated control system, and crisp, detailed sound 

800 Powertul, sophisticated and flexible - no longer quite the king of the sub-£1,000 crop but still a strong contender 
-.1- -

800 Impressive at low to medium volumes, and a clear improvement on its predecessor, but deteriorates at high power levels 

599 

1 ,000 

330 

220 
l--

450 

]_ 500 

l 750 

1,000 

349 

595 

899 

Neatly turned-out amplifier with mainstream appeal. Sounds musical, if a touch 'safe' 

A mix of old and new, combining greater power with Exposure's traditionally sweet and enthralling sound 

High power, plenty of features, and remarkably clear and informative sound with lots of impact 

Spirited and enthusiastic amp with slight bass hump and a sound that will suit relaxed speakers 

Flexible, ultra high-power integrated amplifier delivers a real punch, but is not without finesse 

Beautifully made, smooth and easy sounding, and though not overtly detailed it is well organised musically 

An amplifier with attitude: punchy fast and secure sounding, with excellent build quality for the money 

Improved mainstream model from Roksan is a fine, expressive amplifier - right at the top of its class 

Agile and capable slimline design with an engaging sound that draws you into the music 

The pick of this season's crop. Fabulous sound with the ability to drive almost any speaker in its path 

This single-ended, Class A transistor amp has exquisite resolving ability and presence - an authentic classic 

Remarkably flexible and well-featured, with excellent sound quality for the price 

Starkly revealing powerhouse that eats most integrateds for breakfast 

Terrific power, control and resolution but effortlessly musical and fine value 

If you value the grand scheme of things and appreciate a bit of dynamic vigour this could be the amp for you 

AVI Laboratory Series 

Canary Audio CA-608 

Karan KA-i1 80 

Krell KAV400xi 

1,150 

2,375 

1,399 

2,250 

3,900 

2,698 

Lean, sharp and articulate, this impressively constructed heavyweight is almost up there with the audiophile pre/power elite 

The best integrated Krell yet 1s quick, agile, solid and finely detailed 

Marantz PM-14 Mkll Kl � Highly sophisticated and well equipped, with a refined and relaxed sound quality that's hard to resist 

@ Musical Fldeltty Tti-Vista 300 3,999 If you audition one, you will want to be one of the handful of Tri-Vista owners 

D 1 Primare A30.1
-

1,500 Smooth, detailed singing quality, elegant appearance and healthy power yield 

Our favourite E]BESTBUY @:] EDITOR'S CHOICE 

STEREO AMPLIFIERS 
Pre/power amplifiers 
BADGE? PRODUCT 

UPT0.£2.000 
0 Arcam DiVA A85/P85 

@ Arcam FMJ A32/P35 

@ ATC CA2 

D Creek P43R/A43 

D Croft VitalVSeries 5C 

Densen Beat 200/300 

@ Musical Fidelity A308CR 

NAO Silver Series S1 OO/S200 

@ Nairn NAC112/NAP150 

D Rothwell lndus/Rubicon 

IBOVE .£2.000 
Audio Note M2Phono/P2SE 

@ Audio Research LS25/VT100 

@ AVI S2000M 

@ Border Patrol P20 

Bryston BP25/4BSST 

COMMENTS 

1,330 Integrated/power amp combo won't suit all systems, but delivers classic A85 virtues plus extra gravitas and range 

1,980 One of the few correctly matched integrated/power combinations, the sound has real gravitas and sophistication 

750 Stripped-down version of ATC's range topper delivers considerable transparency and bandwidth. Excellent value 

900 Great value, with a particularly impressive way with dynamics 

2,000 Oddball retro style and ergonomics, but truly magical voice coherence and projection, great transparency 

1,985 Classy jet black cast boxes pack plenty of punch with good total musical coherence (remote £300 extra) 

3,898 Bold-looking design with an absence of sonic signature that proves there is life after Nuvista 

2,000 Beautifully built kit that sounds as good as it looks, with heaps of power 

1,425 Clean, clever simplicity, plus a very well-balanced sound that's much sweeter than earlier Naims 

1,488 Quirky valve combo with passive pre-amp has a lovely neutrality and consistency across a wide dynamic range 

2 ,698 Wondertully natural and inviting sound with great warmth and drama, but limited loudness capability 

12,199 This is not so much a fine valve amp, as a fine amplifier, full stop (LS25 Mkll/VT100 Mkll) 

2,398 This preamp/monoblock pairing does most things very well and images better than most 

6,750 Muscular 3008 P-P design with fluidity and dynamics to match the best 

4,000 Extremely transparent, high-power combo, you'll listen louder and longer because you can 
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40 232 

50 224 

85 245 

105 244 

70 239 

50 214 

120 244 

105 248 

50 232 

120 217 

50 208 

70 239 

85 248 

40 232 

95 244 

25 224 

100 228 

150 228 

200 241 

24 202 

180 236 

200 247 

100 228 

350 239 

100 214 

SPECIFICATIONS 
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85 225 

100 227 

221 

140 212 

30 216 

6 opt opt 100 216 
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8 opt 

250 231 

200 200 

50 213 

10 216 

18 216 

100 216 

150 221 

20 231 

300 241 

li�i*''t :t ! I LINE INPUTS Input sockets for source components with a line level output: CO players, DVD players, tape decks. tuners, phono stages etc. PH ONO INPUT Input sockets and on board phono stage for a cartridge 

Either MM (moving magnet) or MC (moving coil), occasionally both. REMOTE CONTROL A remote control is supplied with the amplifier. HEADPHONE SOCKET To drive your cans with. 

POWER OUTPUT Manufacturer's rated output in watts per channel. 
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Hl·FICHOICE 

BUYER'S BIBLE 
Our favourite DBESTBUY [illEDITOR 'SCHOICE 

STEREO AMPLIFIERS continued 

SPECIFICATIONS 
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Classe CP-35/CA-101 2,797 Very classy Canadian pre/power combo with a natural, open and no-nonsense sound 100 237 

Electrocompaniet EC4. 7 /120DMB 3,448 Bulky Norwegian combo has wonderful transparency, wide dynamic range and fine musical tension 1-.r. 120 216 

Exposure XXlll/XXVlll 2,790 Highly natural and dynamic amplifier that otters the fluidity and energy of valves via transistors • opt 70 241 

Gamut 0200 Mk3 3,950 A great power amp that's now even better - one of the best regardless of price 200 247 

Halcro dm1 O/dm68 75,900 Extravagant, extreme and massive amp combo will probably polarise opinions, but delivers stunning midrange clarity 225 243 

Krell FPB 700cx 14,998 Reference class amplifier may represent overkill in many systems, but when no compromise is called for, this is it 700 234 

Linn Klimax Kontrol 6,000 Beautifully executed example of Scots audio art, sounds as clean as it lool<s and is a lot more transparent than most 238 

Linn Klimax Twin 6,000 Super-slim stereo power amp uses advanced switch-mode power supplies to fast, engaging effect 125 230 

Mark Levinson No380/No334 9,490 Pre has precision and warmth with unusual configurability, power has refinement, authority and transparency to spare 6 125 195 

Nairn NAC202/NAP200 2,720 More sophisticated than its forebears with a fleet-footed sound that draws you into the music 70 241 

Nairn NAP500 10,995 Wonderful neutrality, bandwidth and dynamic range, plus Naim's traditional leading-edge definition 140 208 

Nairn NAC552 11,750 Extremely expensive preamp, but still solid value. Magnificent sound with fine flexibility and convenience 

f :� 
6 233 

Primare PRE30/A30.2 2,400 Beautifully built with great selection of features and serious power delivery 7 120 241 

Steinhart DVP 2XR/Fidelio 102 OD 7,440 Brilliantly musical, making even difficult material en1oyable, but gets hot and has ergonomic foibles 100 236 

Sugden Masterclass AA 5,600 Yorkshire's finest class A kit. Dynamic and tonally rich, this gives even valve amps a run for their money 35 246 
+ 

Unison Research Unico Pre/OM 2,590 Hybrid designs with a rich powerful performance that makes a fine balance between valve and solid state sound 3 150 242 

AV AMPLIFIERS 
Surround sound amps for music and movies ® The multichannel, surround sound or 

AV amplifier is a popular option, 

thanks to the success of the DVD 

player and home cinema. Now you can buy 

five channels or more of amplification for 

the price of two. Now that multichannel 

music is also on the agenda, there's a lot to 

be said for a good AV amp or receiver (an 

amp with a radio tuner built in). 

So if you fancy hearing what DVD-Audio, 

SACD or even music DVD-Video can do, 

then check out a multichannel amp and 

speaker set-up - they're stunning with 

movies and none too shabby with music 

AV amps are usually designed primarily 

for movies and come with digital 

processing for the various soundtrack 

formats - Dolby Pro-Logic (analogue), 

Dolby Digital and DTS, which offer discrete 

surround sound in 5.1 and 7.1 channel 

formats. More ambitious designs also offer 

THX post processing, designed to emulate 

the sound of the mixing theatre at home. 

Processing in AV amps is needed because 

the surround formats on DVD-Vs are 

compressed, limiting their high-fidelity 

potential. This is why new formats SACD 

and DVD-A, which don't use 'lossy' 

compression, were created for music. 

All this processing power can take its toll 

on analogue formats. The best multichannel 

amps for music are often the simplest, but 

any that offer a complete bypass option 

with six-channel input are suitable. It's also 

worth looking at real power - five or seven 

channels of amplification are not easy to 

produce with a feeble power supply, and the 

cheaper amps in particular often fail to live 

up to the claims. 

HOW MANY CHANNELS? 
Depends on how many speakers 

you want. Multichannel music 

discs come with six or 5.1 

channels, but for new movies, 

7.1 systems are where it's at. 7.1 

set-ups also mean you have 

speakers directly behind you -

preferable for music discs. 

WHATS THE DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN A PROCESSOR 
AND AN AV AMP? 
Processors don't have amplifica­

tion on board and you need 

separate power amps. AV amps 

and receivers have processing 

and amps in the same box. 

WHAT DOES THE .1 
IN 5.1 STAND FOR? 
This is the LFE (low frequency 

effects) or bass channel that is 

reproduced by a subwoofer. 

HI-FI MEETS SURROUND SOUND 
With DVD-Audio and SACD offering 

high-quality multichannel music, 

surround sound is no longer just a home 

cinema thing, An increasing number of 

people want to build a multichannel 

system that will do their music as well as 

their movie DVDs justice, and the number There are some very decent integrated 

of AV products delivering sufficient options below £1,000, though the best 

quality is on the increase_ But most aren't (and most costly) route is to buy a 

cheap- building a top-quality system separate processor and power amp(s)_ Or 

with five or more channels is inevitably you can add AV amplification to a stereo 

more expensive than sticking with stereo. model you can't bear to part with_ 
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Harman Kardon 
AVR 5550 £900 
Here's a rarity- a sub-£1,000 AV amp that I 
does a good job with both stereo and 

surround sources, and well equipped too. 

I Pioneer 
VSA-AX5i £1,200 

I 
Trickle-down version of the VSA-AX10i is a 

superb performer at the price, good with 

both music and film soundtracks, with the 

added bonus of i.Link digital connection. 

Denon's AV behemoth is arguably the I AV8/P7 £5,498 
I A fantastic achievement from this best integrated multichannel amp to date 1 

- superbly cinematic and one of the very 

few with genuine 'hi-fi' music credentials. 

respected UK brand - an top-ranking AV 

processor and seven-channel power amp. 

Our favourite DBESTBlN [illEDffOR"SCHOICE 

AV AMPLIFIERS 
-��!�13!!?!Ulil�� I 

Multichannel amplifiers 
BADGE? PRODLCT 

INTEGRATED IV IMPS 

Arcam AVR200 800 
[;:] Denon AVR-3803 899 

Denon AVC-A 11 SR 1,800 
[ill Denon AVC-A 1 SR 3,000 
D Harman Kardon AVA 5550 900 
tJ Marantz SR9200 2,000 
D Pioneer VSA-AX5i 1,200 
[ill Pioneer VSA-AX1 Oi 2,700 

Sony VA-777ES 1,500 

IV PROCESSORS INO POWER IMPS 

[ill Arcam AV8/P7 5,498 
[ill Bryston SP1 /96 THX 7,100 
[ill Copland CVA306/CVA535 3,748 

Cyrus AV8/3x Smartpower 2,900 
[ill EAD TheaterMaster 8000 Pro 5,200 
D Marantz PS-17 /2 x SM-17 t 3,400 
[ill Meridian 861 T 9,833 

COMMENTS 

Upgraded AVR100 with Dolby Pro-Logic II and some bass management. Great for stereo, a bit bass-light for multichannel 
Feature packed 7.1 channel AV receiver which needs a lot of studying but does everything well 
Feature-packed with superb spatial processing, combined with powerful, though slightly opaque overall audio quality 
An AV amp with genuine high-res hi-fi credentials. Includes a ground-breaking 'wide bandwidth' digital audio link 
The upgrade to the AVA 5500 comes with features that are actually of some use to the audiophile and a meaty sound to boot 

- -- ----

Powerful, cool-running UK-customised THX receiver with spacious, relaxed sound quality with music and movies alike 
Standard setter in its price category, with I.Link digital interface and MCACC auto set-up 
Seven channel tour de force with automatic speaker set up and eq, excellent with music, movies and DVD-A/SACD 
Smart circuitry gives this model unusual precision and transparency, and it is a fine all-rounder 

State-of-the-art processor (£2,999) and seven-channel power amp (£2,499). An excellent fusion of stereo and surround sound 
Stripped-back 5.1 channel processor/amp combo reaches genuine audiophile heights 
Tube analogue six-channel pre transforms multichannel audio from a novelty into a genuine advance for the high fidelity art 

-- - -----

Classic Cyrus sound translated to a multichannel arena, limited features and power, but civilised sound 
�-- -

Arguably the most 'musical' sounding AV prcoessor to date - tested with the PowerMaster 8300 multichannel power amp 
Classy and capable system, great steering, warm solid sound and high detail resolution, and some great gadgets 
Powerful surround processor with flexible modular construction, marvellous versatility to drive any speaker configuration 
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My!yad MDP500IMA24()136() 3,799 Superb three-box, five-channel AV amplifier. Great with movies and beats most multichannel amps hands down with music opt 120 215 
Nairn AV2/NAPV175/NAP150 4,175 First truly credible multichannel system from Nairn is idiosyncratic but offers excellent basic sound with modest spatial steering 50 238 

[ill Parasound Halo C1/A51 8,500 Powerful and flexible processor/power amp combo with impressive sound. Excellent value - processor includes onboard screen 11 250 243 
CD Primare SP31.7/A30.5 4,200 Great all-round system which brings the qualities of good stereo high fidelity to a multichannel world 120 238 

Roksan DSP/5ch ampNSU 2,440 Clean, powerful stereo expanded seamlessly, if without distinction, to 5.1 channels 4 80 210 
[ill TAG Mclaren AV32R EX 2,994 Flexible AV processor, unusually good with music. Excellent for multichannel system in standard or seven-channel 'EX' form 6 215 

JJ 1 l'fi :I 'I I RECEIVER Integrated multichannel amp with buill-in radio tuner. LINE INPUTS Input sockets lor source components with a line level output: CD players, DVD players, tape decks, tuners, phono stages etc. 

7 .1 CHANNEL COMPATIBLE The amp either has seven-channel in and outputs or in some instances is equipped with seven channels of amplification. 

5-CHANNEL POWER (W) Power output in watts per channel of all channels driven by the amp. 

PATHOS LOGOS - THE ULTIMATE COMBINATION OF MUSIC AND ART 

Italian design is renowned throughout the world for its 
sophistication and beauty. The Logos integrated amplifier from 
Pathos Acoustics is no exception. With its stunning looks and 110 
watts per channel of smooth, detailed and controlled power; it is 
truly a musical work of art - and superb value for money. Don'tjust 
take our word for it, contact us for your nearest UKD dealer and find 
out for yourself. 
You won't believe your eyes, or ears! 

9 b � d A 

UKD Ltd. 23 Richings Way, 
Iver, Bucks SLO 9DA 
Tel: 01753 652 669 
info@ukd.co. uk 
www.ukd.co.uk 

I 

� 

awards 2003 HI-FI CHOICE 109 



DELIVERING 
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SONY DAV-SBBD 

• INTEGRATED DVD/SACD HIFI SYSTEM 
• I OOW X 5 + I OOW SUBWOOFER (RMS I 0%) 
• 5 FULL RANGE SATELLITE SPEAKERS 
• SPEAKER STANDS INCLUDED 
• SACD MULTI CHANNEL PLAYBACK 
• DOLBY DIGITAL 5.1 CHANNEL AMPLIFIER 
• DTS DECODER 
• FM/MW RDS TUNER WITH 30 PRESETS 
• CD-R/CD-RW PLAYBACK 

• D. O�ITAl El & DOLBY P!O·lOGK 
lDECOOEIS IUllT·IM • OT� 011-11 
DllCRITE 6.1. "Ami 6.1, NElr.6 011 

96/24 OICOOEIS 
• IOOW X 6 PUNE! OUTPUY 
• TIUE 6.1 OWINEl AHPllflEl 
• 6.1 CHANNEl INPUT 
• IACD "UlTl�HANNEl INPUT 

• l X 70 WPC (All CHANNm 
DmEN INlOI OHHS) • 2 X 90 
WPC(BOTHCHANNmDRIYEN, 
IYEIEO MODE) • D. DIGITAL AND 
011 DECODING • OOlBY PRO 

lOGI( II DECODING • I X DIGITAL 
INPUTS (l XCQ.AllAl AND lX 
OPTKAl) • I X DIG. OUTPUT (CO. 
AXIAi.) • YIDEO SWITCHING F!OH 
BOTH COHPOllTE AND l·YIDEO 

• HONE ONEHA !ECEllE! • HIGH 
PUNE!HHANNEl DllCRITE 
AHPllFIE! COHllGURATION 

(llOW X 6 OIN:90W X 6 !II� 
• D�ITAl TOP-RAT• K�H CU!!ENT 

AHPllllCATKIN FOR HIGH IO\JND 
QllAl.ITY • COHPATIBIUTl WITH 
LATEST HOOE SOUND IO!!IATI 
IMC. D.D�ITAl E� OOlBY PIO 
lOGK llDTl·ES DllC!ETE 6.1. 
AND 011 NElr.6 

•lll" UNEQI RANGEO'I0 /(0/ 
SUPER AUOIO (D f'tUlll-CHANNH 
COMBINATION PLAYER 

• QI CO"PONENTI SOUND 
I QUAUTY I PERFOR"ANCE 

• (0.11/RW I (l)YCD & HPJ 
PLAYBACK • I J.BIT I IOBHKZ 
NOISE SHAPED YIDEO D/A 
COHYERTER • NTIC PROG!ESSIYE 
SCAN• AlUHIHUH FRONT PANEl 

• OYO-YlDEO & DVD-AUDIO PLAYER 
•CERTlllED FOR P�RESllYE 

SUN PLAIBAO 

• 010,CO·IVRW,HPJ.&HOCO 
(OHPATIBlE 

• COHPONENT VIDEO, !GB 
& SVMS 

• PAl & NTIC COHPATIBlE 

• llOl'tE CINE11A RECEIVER 
• 6·CHANNEl DISCRETE AHP. CONI�. 

(l�OW X 6 DIN: 90W X 6 AHi) 
•DIGITAL TOP-ART• HIGH CURRENT 

NtP. • COf1PATIBILITY WITH:D.DIGIUL 

E� DOlBY PRO lOGIC II.OMS 
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DETAILS: 

• DR-LIOO DID PLAYER & STEREO RECEWER • SUPPORll YCD.CD-R/RW & HPJ 

• 96lHZ 24-BIT AUDIO D/A (ONVERIOR • mow '"I POWER OUTPUT 

• 1-LIOOP J CHANNEL POWER �PUllER • mow RHS POWER OUTPUT 

• SUPPORll DOLBY DIGITAl..Dll.DOLBY P-LOGIC 

DETAILS: 

• DYD-YIDEO. CD, CD-R/RW AHO HPJ ON CD. 

• ARTICULATED ARRAY® SPEAKER DESIGN 

• ICOUlllllA!I® ltOOULI • AYAILABLI IN GP.APHITE GREY & WHITE 

DETAILS: 

l SPEAR!! smEH 

OYO-l!OEO, CD. CD-R/RW AHO HPJ ON CD 

TINY JEWEL CUBE SPEAIEIS 

HIOEAWAY ICOUlllllA!S ltOOULI 

AOAPTIQ"' AUDIO (lllBRATION lllTEH 

IEltOTE CONllO� RATIO f!!QUENCY 

AYAILABLI IN SLACK OR WHITE 

IN( ·me· OEUIERI 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM FOR A FULL 

DEMONSTRATION 

• DY-LSOO OYO-AUDIO & DYD VIDEO PLAYER • SUPPORTS YCD.CD-R/RW & HPJ 

• 96!HZ 24-81! AUDIO D/A CONYERTOR • I X OPTICAL I X COAX 

• AG-LSOO HOHE CINEHA RECEIVER • IXIOW RHS POWER OUTPUT 

• IUPPORTI DOLBY DIGITAlDTS,DOLBY P-LOGl(l • JOfH & JDAH STATION HEHO!Y 

SOUND & VISION ARE ONE OF THE 

UK'S BIGGEST INDEPENDENT 

CONSUMER ELECTRONIC RETAILERS 

STOCKING 1 OOO'S OF PRODUCTS IN 

OUR PURPOSED BUILT 80,000SQ 

WAREHOUSE, WE ARE NOT PART OF 

ANY BUYING CHAINS WHICH MEANS 

THAT WE GET THE BEST DEALS 

DIRECT FROM UK MANUFACTURERS 

OFFERING YOU THE LOWEST PRICES 

ACROSS THE UK. 

HOW 2 PURCHAS·E·. 
� (�· 

EVERY ITEM WE STOCK CAN BE 

EITHER PURCHASED THROUGH OUR 

STORE OR VIA OUR EXPRESS MAIL 

ORDER SERVICE. A SELECTION OF 

OUR PRODUCTS ARE AVAILABLE FOR 

PURCHASE ON OUR WEBSITE AT 

WWW.SOUNOANDVISION.UK.COM 

YOU CAN THEN PAY BY MULTIPLE 

WAYS (CASH, CHEQUE BANKERS 

CREDIT 

• NO INTEREST 

WE CAN OFFER YOU UP TO 6, 9 

1 2 MONTHS "BUY Now PAY LATER" 

PURCHASE WHAT YOU WANT, WHEN 

YOU WANT. INTEREST CHARGED ON 

THE REMAINING BALANCE AT A RATE 

Of" 2.2% PER MONTH. (29.8% VAR') 

*A MINIMUM DEPOSIT ON 6 OR 9 

MONTHS Of" 1 0% AND ALL FINANCE 

IS SUBJECT TO STATUS, WRITTEN 

DETAILS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST, 

EXCLUSIVE DELIVERY 

MORE PEOPLE PURCHASE FROM 

SOUND & VISION BECAUSE OF OUR 

EXCLUSIVE DELIVERY ARRANGEMENTS. 

WE US A NEXT DAY COURIER FOR ALL 

SMALL ITEMS E.G. DVD PLAYERS. 

LARGE HEAVY ITEMS ARE SENT VIA 

OUR VERY OWN EXCLUSIVE BESPOKE 

WILL COME DIRECT FROM US TO YOU 

ANO WILL ALSO BE PRE-ARRANGED 

1 -2 DAYS BEFOREHAND, SO YOU ARE 

ASSURED Of" WHEN IT IS COMING. 

GUARANTEES 

WE USE A DEDICATED UK SERVICE 

NETWORK. ALL LARGE PRODUCTS 

ARE SERVICED IN HOME OR AT A 

LOCAL SERVICE CENTRE ANO SMALL 

PRODUCTS CAN BE SENT DIRECT TO 

THE SERVICE CENTRE OR BACK TO 

US. ALL THIS IS BACKED UP BY OUR 

CUSTOMER SERVICES DEPARTMENT. 

ANY PROBLEM CAN BE LOGGED ON 

TO OUR CUSTOMER SERVICES 

SECTION OF THE WEBSITE. OR CALL: 

0845 345 3789 (LOCAL RATE 0ALLI. 

PRICING 

GREAT PRICES ARE ALWAYS 

AVAILABLE AT SOUND & VISION AS 

WE CONSTANTLY MONITOR OUR 

PRICES AGAINST LOCAL ANO 

NATIONAL COMPETITION. ONE THING 

YOU CAN BE ASSURED IS WHEN YOU 

MAKE A PURCHASE F'ROM SOUND & 

VISION THAT YOU WON'T JUST BE 

GETTING THE BEST CHOICE OF" 

EQUIPMENT BUT ALSO AT THE 

LOWEST PRICE POSSIBLE.SO PICK 



• 42"/ I 07CM FLAT FACE WIDESCREEN PLASMA 

TELEVISION 

• NICAM DIGITAL STEREO 

• REMOTE CONTROL COMMANDER 

• TELETEXT ON BOARD • 852 X 480 PIXEL RESOLUTION 

• 3000: I CONTRAST RATIO 

• I 6W AUDIO AMPLIFIER OUTPUT 

• COMPOSITE VIDEO INPUT 

• S-VIDEO INPUT • RGB INPUT 

• PC COMPATIBLE • OPTIONAL DETACHABLE SPEAKERS 

•IX IATELllTE IPEAKERI + POWERED 
IUBWOOIER 

• UNIQUIE OEllGN 
•fULL CABLING PROYIOED 
• REMOTE CONTROL CONHANDER 
•WALL B!ACKETI INCLUDED 

DETAILS: 

• D.J" (DIAGONAL) 16:9 ASPECT Mm LCD PANEL• APP!Ol l .l41.DDD • MANUAL ZDOH l-1.l, Fl.D-lJ • llDW UHH • lDD ANll 
lUNENI (HIGH NOOE) • RGB: 8181484 PIXEll (19lD X IDBD WITH COHPRElllON) • PAUPAL-H/PAL-NllECANINTIUN-NTIC • JDO : I  
(FULL ONIFUll Off) • 4D" - lOD" (16:9 AIPECT RATIO) • ID16-IDBDHN DIAGNALLY, 16:9 AIPECT RATIO • fRONTIREARICElllNGIDEIK 
l W(NONO) •I-VIDEO (HINI DIN 4 PIN). VIOEO{!CA PIN JACK) AUDIO (!CA l&R X I. D.IVR111) • RGB-Q.IUB HO ll·PIN FEHALEXI 

• RCA PIN JACK Xl. AUDIO-RCA PIN JACK Xl (L&R) • ID llOT II. ITILL PICTUREl:OCI CONPUANT • HUNIDITl ZDMWo (NO 
CDNDENIATION) • DINENllONI (II X H X D lBD X BI X lBD NN • WEIGHT (KG) l.9 • ACCEllORIEI INCLUDED AC CORD (J NN). 
CAAAYING BAG. AV CABLE (JNN), REMOTE CONTROL 

• AEJDD NEDIUN llZE BOOK 
IHElf lPEAKERI 

• AEJD9 flAGIHIP flOQR STANDING 
IPEAIERI 

• AEJDD< CONPICT BOOAIHElf 
SPEAKERS 

• AEJD I ILIH LINE WALLNOUNTABLE 
IPEAIERI 

• AEJD7 CENTRE SPEAKER & 

• INTEG!ATEO DIGITAL TELrnllON 
•76CN VlllBLE FD TRINITON WEGA ICREEN 
•IDHZ DRU1F 
• AliALOGUE DUE DIGITAL TUNE!I 
•NEW ELECTRONIC PROU!A11NE GUIDE 
•DIGITAL TURBO TEXT 
• PU1C� llOT FOR Ill DIGITAL 111ARTCARO ADAPTER 
•VIRTUAL DOLBY IURROUND 
•ITAND 

• 41" (ID6CN� PlAIHA 1l WITH NUlll-HEDIA BOX 
• WIOEICREEN VIEWING RATIO 
• INCORPORAm lllTACHl'S NEW 112 PAHEl AND r 
•INTELLIGENT IMAGE CHIP TECHNOLOGY 
• 16.J NIUION CDlOURI FOR ClARITl AND 

DEPTH(ll6 GREY LEVELi) • DIGITAL COLOUR 
HANAGENENT - TRUE COLOUR REPRODUCTION 

• CONTRAii Of IDOD:I TO PRODUCE SUPERIOR 
BLACK\• IPLIT ICREEN FUNCTION - PICTURE AND 
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•DOLBY DIGITAL-EX / THX SURROUND EX • DIS I DIS-ES DISCRETE 6.1 I DIS-El HATRIX 

6.1 I DIS NEO: 6 I DIS 96/24 • DOLBY PRO-LOGIC I DOLBY PRO-LOGIC l • 6XIOOW 

RHS POWE! OUTPUT• l X DIGITAL COAXIAL INPUT • l X DIGITAL OPTICAL INPUT 

0 

0 
11".J.K - �J'<- a�-

._._.. ....____.. 

• THX ULTRA l CERTlflED HULTl-CHANNEL AHPLIFIER • DOLBY DIGITAL-EX / THI SURROUND EX 

• DTl,DTl-ES DISCRETE 6.1 DIS-ES, HATRIX 6.1 • DOLBY PRO-LOGIC & DOLBY PRO-LOGIC l 

• l X I .LINK • 8 X DIGITAL INPUT • l X DIGITAL COAXIAL INPUT • 5 X OPTICAL DIGITAL INPUT 

DETAILS: 

• PIONEER Nl-DV I OOO • 

• IX40W IHI + 6SW SUBWOOFER 

• DOLBY DIGITAL & DIS DECODERS BUILT-IN 

• SUPPORTS SACO,VCO.CD,CO-R/RW & HPJ 

• 10 BIT VIDEO D/A CONVERTER 

• PAUNTSC DUAL PLAYBACK • 96KHUl4SIT 
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BUYER'S BIBLE 

STEREO SPEAKERS 
Speaker pairs for stereo sound 

® While loudspeakers are relatively 

straightforward in construction, they 

have one of the most difficult jobs in 

hi-fi - turning an electrical signal into an 

acoustic one. Most consist of two or more 

drive units in a box that usually has a port 

in it to make life easier for the cone in your 

mid and/or bass driver. Alternatives to this 

arrangement include panel speakers, which 

use electrostatic or ribbon technology, and 

horns, which use drive units in complex 

cabinets that greatly improve efficiency. 

Box speakers are either designed to stand 

on the floor (floorstanders) or on a stand 

(stand or shelfmounts). Floorstanders have 

greater internal volume which can translate 

into greater efficiency and/or bass 

extension, but less substantial designs also 

introduce cabinet resonance and thus 

distortion. But they don't need stands and 

therefore have the aesthetic edge. 

Standmounts have less cabinet to vibrate 

and ohen score in terms of imaging and 

timing, but need good stands to work well. 

Positioning 
The closer the speaker is to a wall, the 

greater the reinforcement of bass. As all 

rooms differ, there's no simple formula for 

placement and experimentation will yield 

the best results. Altering the angle at 

which the speakers face the listener can 

also make a difference to balance and 

stereo image. 

Going multichannel 
Many stereo speakers can be augmented 

with centre and surround channels from 

the same brand to create a multichannel 

system. The most important element is a 

centre channel, which needs to match the 

stereo pair as closely as possible. For the 

best musical results, surrounds should be 

as per the front left and right channels, but 

if space or funds don't permit, smaller 

designs can be used quite effectively. 

Choosing speakers 
Because speakers and the rooms they are 

used in vary so much, choosing a pair 

tends to be quite subjective. To find some 

that will suit you, try to listen to a good 

variety to hear how they differ, and if 

possible, audition some at home. Tonal 

balance tends to vary the most, but is less 

important than more subtle factors such as 

timing and dynamics. Finally, listen with 

your ears not your eyes - great-looking 

speakers aren't necessarily great sounding. 

Spikes 
Floorstanding speakers and stands have 

threaded inserts for spikes that allow rigid 

coupling with the floor. These have the 

advantage of draining resonance from the 

speaker and giving tighter bass, but can 

result in more vibration getting back to the 

electronics and often cause the floor to 

resonate as well. 

POWER 
Though some speakers have a power rating, 

this isn't as informative as a rating for how 

difficult they are to drive, nor does it 

indicate wattage extremes for the 

partnering amp. In practice, an amplifier 

cannot be too powerful. Our listings quote 

ease of drive to indicate how much power 
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your amp needs to avoid a mismatch. An 

above-average (A+) speaker will work with 

amps rated at 25W plus, while an average 

(A) speaker will need SOW or more, and a 

below average (A-) speaker could require 

lOOW plus to sound its best. These are 

guidelines rather than rules. 

IF SPEAKERS ARE RATED AT 
75 WATTS, DOES THAT MEAN 
I NEED A 75 WATT AMP? 
No, see the box on power for 

the full story. 

WHICH SPEAKERS ARE BEST 
FOR SMALL ROOMS? 
Those designed to work close to 

the wall will be smoother in 

confined spaces. Speakers that 

have relatively dry, tight bass 

will also sound better. 

WHICH SPEAKERS ARE BEST 
FOR BIG ROOMS? 
Big, efficient, easy-to-drive 

designs are more likely to be 

able to fill a room better than 

compact models. 

DO I NEED TO BUY CENTRE 
AND SURROUND CHANNELS 
FROM THE SAME BRAND AS 
MY STEREO SPEAKERS? 
Yes, assuming that you're 

wanting to create a 

homogenous surround sound 

experience, where voices don't 

change when they move from 

one channel to another. 



A new dual-concentric main driver plus 

super-tweeter in a solid stand mount box 

results in a neutral yet expressive speaker 

at a very tempting price. 

Focal-JM lab 
Cob a It 816 Sig S £999 
One of the best all-round performers 

below £1,000, combining a lively and 

dynamic character with an unusually 

smooth and neutral balance. 

Hl·FICHOICE 

BUYER'S BIBLE 

B&W 
703 £2,000 
A hi-tech, three-way floorstander sporting 

a 'surroundless' midrange driver. Delivers 

a thoroughly engaging sound with great 

bass and an expressive midrange. 

Living Voice 
Avatar OBX-R2 £4,000 
Newly revised for 2003, the top model in 

Living Voice's Auditorium range is capable 

of delivering both the music's spirit and 

also its finest detail. 

Our favourite D BEST BlN @] rnrnR·s CHOICE 

STEREO SPEAKERS 
SPECIFICATIONS 

"' "' 
� � � � ::;i g 
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Stereo speakers 
BADGE? PRODUCT COMMENTS 

UPTD£1.000 

D Acoustic Energy Aegis Evo 1 180 An unusually classy and sophisticated performer for the price; laid-back sound and good looks too 19,36,24 A 30 226 

ATC SCM12 999 Transparent, engaging and quick - a revealing, high-fidelity performer that's not afraid to bare all 22,39,25 A 62 237 

Audio Note Al One 449 Delivers music with great gusto and enthusiasm, but also more than its fair share of coloration 23,83,29 A 30 215 

AVI Biggatron Red Spot 599 Good bass coherence and timing, but the lean and decidedly forward balance won't be to every taste 19.5,37,30 A 30 211 

D B&W DM303 180 Chunky looking and lively sounding, with deep bass, a fine midband and a restrained top end 20,33,23 A 23 226 

D B&W DM602 S3 300 Old-fashioned size/shape, but this timeless design has a rare combination of grip, authority and headroom 24,49,29 A 25 234 

B&W DM309 330 Much of the grace and punch of the smaller DM303 - a suberb floorstander for the money 20,91,30 A 60 235 

D B&W DM603 S3 600 Excellent all-rounder, smooth for its price with fine bass and mid, though top might be more refined 20,91,29 A- 25 231 

Blueroom Minipod 249 Wonderfully blobular styling aside, it's hard not to fall for the Minipod's openness, expression and detail 18,34,17 A 50 225 

Castle Durham 3 399 A very attractive near-miniature wallmount with a lively and communicative disposition - lots of fun 19,37,22 A 45 227 

D Castle Conway 3 930 Lovely real wood finish and a beautifully balanced sound, fine dynamics and transients, but might have more 'air' 22,91,27 A+ 30 237 

Dali Royal Tower 750 Cutely compact floorstander has a delightful liveliness and lightness of touch to match its luxury real wood finish 17,85,22 A 25 237 

D Dynaudio Audience 42 400 An aristocrat of the vinyl-covered miniature breed. A terrific small speaker for the price 17,29,24 A 40 215 

Dynaudio Audience 62 729 Pricey but cute vinyl floorstander that is a class act sonically - lightweight, but clean and dextrous 20,86,26 A 30 231 

Elac JET 205 650 Sweet, smooth, clean and delicate tweeter justifies hefty price tag, but a little lacking in warmth and body overall 20,33,29 A 40 231 

Energy Connoisseur C-5 600 Has a marvellously even and neutral overall balance, if a little too laid-back with restrained dynamic expression 20,95,37 A+ 23 240 

D Epos ELS3 200 Few affordable speakers sound as clean and convincing while taking up so little real estate 18,27,19 A- 60 241 

D Epos M12 499 Retains the beguiling midband coherence that made the ES12 such a favourite. A genuine class act 20,38,26 A 40 215 

D Focal-JMlab Cobalt 816 S 999 Great all-rounder - lively and dynamic, smooth and neutral, marred only by a slight treble 'sting' 22,98,31 A- 25 242 

KEF 01 250 Stylish if slightly small-sounding stand-mount with fine midband coherence; works well close to a wall 22,35,30 A 30 234 

D Mission m73 199 Good-looking floorstander. Dynamics are a little limp, but it has a good overall balance. Excellent value for money 20,88,31 A 25 215 

Mission 782SE 900 Definitely one of the prettiest speakers around. Very even balance but could sound more exciting 17,80,30 A 35 242 

Monitor Audio Bronze 82 200 A lively and entertaining speaker with tight controlled bass and pronounced midband 18.5,35,25 A 42 238 

Monitor Audio Silver S1 300 Super-quick sonics thanks to the C-CAM metalised drivers. Resolution and speed - a great value box 18,30,24 A 45 236 

Monitor Audio Silver S8 800 A thoroughly impressive all-rounder, notable for its wide dynamic range, excellent imaging and fine neutrality 19,90,27 A 20 237 

Monitor Audio Silver S1 O 1,000 Timing might be less than the best, but the full balance and fine dynamic range deliver plenty of detail. 20, 100,27 A+ 20 242 

MonoPu lse 32 695 Very creative style and construction with an unusually vivid and communicative if less than smooth sound 21,98,23 A 30 245 

Neat Petite Ill 845 The treble is peaky, but this is still one of the most coherent and communicative miniatures around 20,31,20 A 30 211 

Opera SP-1 525 A strong case for serious hi-fi with curves. Sound is clear, crisp and detailed 16,29,23 A 50 I 225 

D PMC DB1 555 Lacks a little weight and authority, but beautifully balanced, free from boxiness, and loads of fun for a tiny 16,29,24 A 50 240 

D PMC TB2 700 A worthy successor to the TB1, which sets a high standard in its size/type for neutrality and transparency 20,41,31 A 30 211 

Sonus Faber Concerto Home 999 Looks good and sounds better. Great midband communication skills, well aligned for close-to-wall siting 24,36,34 A 40 233 

IJljii :1 \I SIZE WXHXD (CM) Widlh, he1ghl and deplh of one cabinet in centimetres. FLOORSTANDER Speakers that don'I require stands. EASE OF DRIVE How much power the amplifier needs (approximately) to drive the 

loudspeaker ettectively. A+ 25 watts plus A 50 watts plus A- 100 watts plus ACT Active - the speaker has ils own in-built amplifier BASS FROM How low lhe speaker goes - the smaller the number the deeper the bass. 

FREE SPACE The speakers work besl away from wall(s). CLOSE TO WALL The speakers will work best when up against a wall (but avoid corners). 
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STEREO SPEAKERS continued 

Stereo speakers 
BADGE? PRODUCT COMMENTS 

0 

0 

0 

Spendor S3 

Spendor SR5 

Tannoy Mercury mX3-M 

Tannoy Sensys DC1 

Tannoy Eyris 1 

Tannoy Sensys DC2 

Tannoy Eyris 2 

600 

1,000 

229 

449 

600 

649 

999 

Beautifully voiced, unboxy, lacks some dynamic and loudness capabilities. Best suited to small rooms 

This wall-mount very cleverly avoids the usual colorations, delivering a very dynamic if rather dry sound 

Beautifully balanced and voiced, with low coloration and good transparency, but could be more dynamic 

Modest sensitivity but beautifully balanced with fine authority at a very realistic price 

Pricey but very cute wallmount miniature; oddball, but has marvellous midband subtlety and delicacy 

A great-value speaker combining a super-tweeter and Dual Concentric drive unit at a real-world price 

This super-slim and cutely different-looking floorstander is very communicative, despite weak treble 

ABOVE .£1.000 

0 

0 

0 

ATC SCM10A 

ATC SCM20 SL 

, ATC Active 20 

ATC SCM50A SL 

Audio Note AN-EID 

Audio Note AN-J/SPe 

B&O Beolab 5 

B&W Nautilus 805 

B&W 703 

B&W 704 

B&W Signature 805 

B&W Nautilus 802 

B&W Nautilus 801 

B&W Nautilus 800 

1,269 

2,051 

2,538 

7,255 

1,520 

1,675 

10,000 

1,400 

2,000 

1,400 

2,500 

6,000 

8,500 

11,000 

BC Acoustique Araxe 1 ,300 

Beauhorn B2.2 Revelation 3,984 

Castle Harlech S2 1 ,OOO 

Castle Howard S3 1 ,350 

Dali Noble 1,059 

Dynaudio Contour 1.3 Mkll 1,198 

Dynaudio Audience 82 1 ,460 

Eclipse TD Lulet 307/316 1,250 

Ferguson Hill FH001 6,853 

Focal-JMlab Micro Utopia 3,500 

Focal-JMlab Alto Utopia Be 11,000 

Graves Audio Koronglay 1,999 

Harbeth Super HL5 1,699 

Infinity Intermezzo 2.6 1,600 

Jama 0870 2,200 

Stylish, active powerhouses with plenty of subtlety when required (balanced connection only) 

Not too transparent, but has great dynamic grip and bass to die for. Needs a powerful amp 

30k + 300W equals resolution and bass that most amp/speaker combinations dream about - a bargain 

350W of power combine with superb drive units and a 48kg cabinet to provide alarming resolution 

This classic large standmount might have throwback aesthetics, but it delivers an exceptional all-round sound 

Retro styling, but a vigorous and dynamic performer that creates fine musical tension 

Radical, environmentally independent active speaker has exceptional bass, neutrality, and imaging 

A small-sounding loudspeaker dynamically, but very stylish, clean and 'unboxy', delivering loads of detail 

Elegant floorstander wi\11 excellent bass drive and mid dynamic range, but slightly strong and obvious top end 

Sleek and stylish two-and-a-half-way with deep, lively bass, sweet treble, and rather laid-back presence 

Gorgeous standmount sounds delicately transparent and laid back with very superior resolution and imaging 

Outstanding example of the high-tech speaker builder's art. Needs real power, but gives real sound 

The 801 is a magnificent loudspeaker in nearly every respect, but it is one that likes to play loud 

Unequivocal challenge for world domination. One of the most revealing speakers around 

Neat compact floorstander is a very lively communicator, if a little short on deep bass grunt 

Magnificent midband and fine overall balance but limited bass is best with small-scale material 

Improved Harlech is slightly aggressive, but lots of fun, and very good-looking too 

A solid all-rounder with uniquely spacious imaging, bit pricey compared to some though 

Easy on the eye and the ear, but unerringly musical. Some might prefer harder-hitting dynamics and bass 

Outstanding performer among compact standmounts; neutral, with fine punch and dynamic range 

Bulky, with vinyl finish, but offers exceptional neutrality, bass extension, power handling and loudness potential 

Extraordinary satellite plus sub solution sounds a cut above other sub/sats. Can be expanded to multichannel 

Looks and sounds wonderful, with realistic dynamic expression, but needs careful amp matching and sub(s) 

New 'Be' version is clearly an exceptional standmount, capable of revealing the innate quality of the music 

Attractive and beautifully balanced, with fine bass alignment and focus, low coloration and very clean top end 

Fast and very time-coherent, but rather bass-light and aggressive higher up - valve amps preferred 

Looks old-fashioned, but classic monitor combines authority and transparency with good neutrality 

Bi-amp speaker sounds laid back and 'disappears' acoustically; highly enjoyable, looks and sounds great 

Handsome floorstander is a good basic communicator, though ultimately just a little 'cold' and 'shiny' 

KEF Reference Model 205 4,000 Great looking speaker with a smooth, neutral and slightly 'cool' sound that could be tauter and more exciting 

Leema Xen 1,000 A true micro-mini-monitor with remarkable powers of analysis and great musical insight, if a touch foiward 

17,31,21 

31,31,18 

19,87,25 

21,41,29 

17, 35, 26 

21,97,29 

17,91,26 

23,39,31 

24,44,33 

56,28,36 

35,72,48 

36,79,28 

33,59,25 

49,97,49 

24,42,31 

23,101,36 

22,96,32 

24,42,34 

39,111,55 

52,111,69 

45,120,65 

21,92,30 

34,130,75 

20,96,33 

21,99,32 

18,117,23 

20,38,29 

22,106,36 

12,16,16.2 

90,166,80 

25,42.5,38 

37, 121, 

25,109,36 

33,64,31 

25,38,29 

27,105,38 

29, 116,43 I 

14,22,23 

SPECIFICATIONS 
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A- 30 

A+ 50 

II A+ 45 

A 40 

A+ 

A 35 

A 20 

A 45 

A- 65 

act 45 

A 38 

A+ 20 

A 38 

n/a 1 <20 

A 28 

A- 20 

A- 20 

A 30 

A- 34 

A- 34 "J 

A- <20 

A- 40 

A+ 80 

A 50 

A+ 38 

A 41 

A- 45 

A 30 

act 40 

A+ 180 

A 50 t' 

A-1 20 f" 

A+ 45 

A 30 .J 

A+ 27 

A 20 

A- 20 

A- 50 

223 

240 

234 

245 

227 

242 

231 

221 

219 

240 

218 

204 

219 

244 

199 

247 

248 

247 

183 

186 

231 

204 

244 

219 

229 

225 

219 

229 

247 

242 

245 

248 

247 

233 

233 

247 

245 

11> 245 
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Stereo speakers 
� � 

0 
� � � 1 � 

0 � -n1 0 0 c - o � � � :;;: s: 
BADGE? PRODUCT COMMENTS � � � B 0. F= � 

Gloriously coherent and dynamic midband, though the top end is restrained and bass was uneven in our room 21.5,B6,28 • A- 30 • ' t ;47 , 

D 
[!£] 
[!£] 
D 
[!£] 

[!£] 
[!£] 
[!£] 
[!£] 
D 

Living Voice Auditorium 
Living Voice Avatar 
Living Voice Avatar OBX-R2 
Martinlogan Clarity 
Meridian M33 
Mirage OM? 
Nairn Allae 
Nairn SL-2 
Nairn NBL 
Neat Ultimatum MFS 
Neat Ultimatum MF9 
PMC LB1 
PMC FB1 
PMC 182 
Royd Revelation RR2 
Snell E.5 Mk2 
Sonus Faber Cremona A 
Spendor SB 
Spendor S9 
Tannoy Dimension TDB 
Tannoy Dimension TD1 O 
Tannoy Dimension TD12 
Totem Forest 
Triangle Zays 222 
Triangle Naia 
Vandersteen 2Ce Sig 

1,700 
2,700 
4,000 
2,49B 
1,560 
2.000 
1,990 
4,995 
6,925 
2,995 
8,500 
1,150 
1,410 
6,150 
1,199 
1,520 
2,149 
1,700 
2,500 
4,000 
5,000 
6,500 
2,390 
1,295 
1,900 
1,990 

Wilson Benesch Chimera 15,000 
Wilson benesch Discovery 5,500 

Dynamic and highly resolved, yet physically discreet design with a relaxed balance 
Has Dynamics, tonal colour, detail, space and time resolution in spades. External crossovers require extra cabling 
Relatively affordable and easy to live with electrostatic hybrid with class-leading resolving power 
Compact active wallmount packs remarkable dynamic vigour into a very discreet package 
Warm, full and laid back Omni has weak stereo focus but brings the musicians into your room 
Chunky little floorstander has a 'cold' overall balance, but remarkable powers of musical analysis 

22,104,27 • A+ 40 • l I 218 
22,100,27 e A+! 35 

•
• J 

26, 135,31 
• 

A-G6 L 
244 
245 

15,3B.22 act 45 · • 
30,115,16-39 • A- 25 

-- ·+-·--+--
24,94,2B • A I 40, • 

Delivers magnificent musical analysis and communication skills in a notably discrete physical package 2B, 1 03,33 • A- 20 e 232 
� ·---1 

Elegant, large floorstander is exceptionally informative, with an awesome dynamic range and dry, forward balance 29, 116,4 7 • A-�
-

•
_

,_
__,_

2
_

0
_
0
_, 

Wonderful five-driver standmount sounds bigger than it looks. Very spacious and informative, if a little bright 22,38,37 A+ 25 • 241 
Superb musical communicator with splendidly deep and agile bass and fine open neutrality 22, 150,40 A- 20 • 226 
Still fully competitive eight years after our original review, this genuine compact monitor is now a modern classic 
Has the lively coherence of a simple two-way, alongside impressive bass weight and extension 
Stunning in an understated way, this speaker creeps up on you and hooks you with its transparency and power 
Pretty little floorstander delivers genuinely deep bass without 'thump'; lovely clean, open midband too 
Large floorstander has serious deep bass extension, and also a delicate midband with low coloration 
Standmount 'Auditor' version of the Cremona makes a soundstage bigger and better than its size suggests 
Classic midband neutrality and transparency, the SB has great subtlety and fine bass grunt too 
Meaty three-way with superb bass and explicit mid - one for detail fans 
This stylish speaker is a splendid all-rounder, with fine dynamics, precise imaging and minimal coloration 
Extremely competent and rhythmic speaker, a futureproof supertweeter and detail to die for 
Art Deco-inspired style, plus magnificent headroom and genuine monitoring neutrality - a tour de force 
Low sensitivity but wonderfully open neutrality, at heart a beautifully communicative and musical loudspeaker 

17.5,53,26 A- 40 
20,105,31 e A 20 e 
3l7�47 � 25 • 
19,B9,1B e A- 20 • 

22, 109,30 • A 20 • 
19,35,32 A 4B 
23,92,32 e A+ 40 

24,99.B,38 e A+ 37 • 
30.5,B5.5,30 e A- 25 e 
35,101,37 A- i 3B e l 
42,126,41 e A- 23 • 
19.5,90,27 e A 25 • 

Wonderful freedom from time-smear gives invigorating and realistic dynamics, but colorations are also obvious 26, 116,32 A 22 
A- 25 
A- 30 

Exciting, vivid and communicative, but also a bit untidy and uneven, the Naia is a whole lot of fun 
Very superior midband neutrality, impressive freedom from boxiness and splendid stereophony. A classic 

23,119,32 
41,109,26 

Elegant with lovely sonic delicacy and plenty of weight too. Works best at low levels, but a difficult load to drive 24,145,55 A- 20 • 
Innovative three-way with built-in stand, combines great subtlety with weight and headroom 23,47,3B • A- 45 

199 
204 
237 
221 I 
211 
246 

• 2� 
223 

J 240 

I 215 I 
I 225 
"-

247 
' 242 

247 
229 
234 
212 

AV SPEAKERS 
Speaker solutions for multichannel surround sound ® Multichannel speaker systems have a 

front left/right (L/R) stereo pair, a 

centre or dialogue channel, two (5.1) 
or four (7.1) surround speakers and often a 

subwoofer. For best results, each of these 

speakers bar the sub should be identical. 

The problem is that few surround systems 

are dedicated to music and perform a 

home cinematic role as well, meaning the 

centre speaker has to sit above or below a 

video monitor. Centre channels are 

usually wide and short for this reason. 

This should not be a barrier to great 

surround for music and movies however, as 

many brands make centre channels with a 

very close sound to their L/R designs. 

Music vs movies 
High-resolution SACD and DVD-A music 

recordings tend to be mastered with 

SET-UP 
Ideally you should set up surround speakers 

with as much care as you would stereo systems, 

but practical issues tend to have a significant 

bearing on surround and centre speaker 

placement Surround channels can be 

floorstanding or wallmounted, and centres 

usually have to perch on the TV or underneath 

it Given these limitations, adjust your V R front 
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speakers to give the best tonal match with the 

centre. If there's more than just you listening, 

'toe in' the speakers so that their axis crosses in 

front of the listening position -this gives a 

wider stereo image. And if there's a subwoofer it 

should be placed near the front speakers. Use a 

sound pressure metre (available from Tandy 

among others) to accurately set levels. 

surround speakers in the ITU standard 

position which is as far behind the listener 

as the front channels are in front. 5.1 
movie soundtracks tend to place surround 

channels not so far behind and to the side 

of listeners. Usually, practical limitations 

will dictate a limited range of placement 

options, but if you are a dedicated music 

fan, check out the ITU set-up regulations in 

the booklet supplied with SACD discs. 

SUBWOOFERS 
Subs start working where stereo speakers 

run out of steam at low frequencies. The 

idea is to create deeper, better-controlled 

bass rather than more of it. T hey usually 

have onboard amplification (active) and 

connect to either the LFE (low Frequency 

Effects) channel in a home cinema set-up 

or the speaker terminals in a stereo set-up. 



I 
B&W KEF Mission Mirage 
600 53 package £900 Q AV7 £1,300 I ms package £1,4so Omni 2 £2,650 
Incorporates 602s, 601s and an LCR 600 

centre speaker. Great in both stereo and 

multichannel surround modes. 

With the latest Uni-Q refinements, this 

system is astonishingly accomplished and 

amazing value. 

A five-speakers-plus-sub package giving a 

strong performance with both music and 

film soundtracks. Excellent value. 

Dark tonality but superb imagery makes this 

an excellent all-round choice for music and 

movies alike. 

Our favourite �BESTBUY �mrnR·scHOICE 

AV SPEAKER PACKAGES 
Multichannel speakers 
BADGE? PRODUCT 

B&W 300 

D B&W 600 S3 package 

Castle CAV Sterling 

Dynaudio Audience 42 

Focal-JMLab Cobalt 

Focal-JMlab Electra 

[] KEF OAV7 

Mirage Omni 2 

D Mission m5 

Mordaunt-Short Declaration 500 

PMC FB1fTB2 

Rega Jura/Ara/Senta 

Spender S-Series 

D Tannoy mXAV4 

900 

900 

1,250 

1,142 

1.797 

3,017 

1,300 

2,650 

1,450 

1,600 

2,485 

938 

1,650 

500 

COMMENTS 

An excellent compromise between the requirements of music and those of home cinema (inc. subwoofer) i Unquestionably delivers the sonic goods. High-quality drivers in standmount enclosures (uses 602 S3s at the front) 

Lovely real wood veneers. Sound has fine dynamic drive and expression, but can sound a little hard 

Multichannel package for hi-fi purists with real authority and imaging, but needs subwoofer for full-bore movie sound 

A little lean and bright, but with righteous dynamic expression and lively communication skills 

Bold, solid system, tremendous consistency and easy to expand with an added subwoofer 

With latest Uni-0 refinements, this system is astonishingly accomplished and amazing value 

Dark tonality, but superb imagery makes this an excellent all-round choice 

Main m52 is a clean, attractive full-range stereo speaker, while the m5as does big bass for movie fans 

Good value vinyl THX Select package with Power Towers. Good authority, but must be 5.1-connected 

Classy, if bulky and pricey, package has good transparency, coherence and weight 

Classy real wood package does a good all-round job, but sounds bright and might have more surround weight 

Ultra-tinies lack some dynamic and loudness capabilities, but beautiful voicing and freedom from boxiness 

Lacks some grunt, but smooth and refined with seamless surround coherence. Excellent value 

Jiil{t:I\ I EASE OF DRIVE How much power the amplifier needs (approximately) to drive the loudspeaker effectively: A+ 25 watts plus A 50 watts plus A· 100 watts plus. 

NUMBER OF SPEAKERS The amount of individual loudspeakers in the package. BASS FROM How low the speaker goes, the smaller the number the deeper the bass. 

FREE SPACE The speakers work best away from wall(s). CLOSE TO WALL The speakers will work best when up against a wall (but avoid corners). 

Our favourite DBESTBUY �EDffOR'SCHOICE 

SUBWOOFERS 
Bass speakers 
BADGE? PROOUCT 

Acoustic Energy Aesprit 308 

� B&W ASW850 

Monitor Audio ASW100 

D REL 01 SOE 

REL Strata Ill 

REL Storm Ill 

� REL Stadium Ill 

[] Ruark CL300 

Titan Saturn 

650 

2.000 

300 

500 

700 

900 

1,500 

2,000 

800 

COMMENTS 

Tuneful and dynamic sound with music or movies from this compact sub, which comes with a handy remote 

Does all the things subwoofers should do with music and movies alike, but transparently and seamlessly 

For the price, this compact subwoofer pertormed well 

Great value compact 'cube' sub adds genuine weight and drive thanks to superior filtering 

A little more bottom octave might have been preferable, but in terms of agility and coherence, this is a fine hi-fi subwoofer 

Excellent sub with powertul, detailed and deep bass. Comprehensive facilities, including flexible filter adjustment 

It's a bulky piece of furniture, but otters superior filtering as well as an ability to delve deep into the bass nether regions 

Shows what a good subwoofer can do: controlled, detailed and dynamic. A delight with music and movies alike 

Very bulky sub has curious styling, but decent filtering gives good weight and headroom 

Ji i HJ;; t I SIZE WXHXO (CM) Width, lle1gl1t and depth of one cabinet in centimetres. POWER (W) How many watts the onboard amplifier of active models delivers. 

BASS FROM How low the sub goes, the smaller the number the deeper the bass 

SPECIFICATIONS 
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Want to Hear More? 
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Hl·FICHDICE 

BUYER'S BIBLE 

HEADPHONES 
For your ears only 

® Headphones come in several varieties and 

some are designed for particular usage. The 

majority of 'cans' use dynamic cone and 

coil-type drive units and can be used with anything 

from a personal stereo to a dedicated amplifier. 

Other types also exist, most significantly 

electrostatics that use a charged panel membrane 

to produce a distinctly refined sound. These are 

supplied with their own dedicated amplifiers, which 

tends to increase the price. 

Cans are split into several types. There are open 

and closed-back designs, the latter being best for 

noisy (or noise sensitive) environments as they 

minimise leakage and intrusion. Open-back types 

tend to have a more open, less 'in-head' sound. There 

are also three variants of earpad design: circumaurals 

Our favourite o BEST BUY � EDfTORS CHOICE 

enclose the ear and press on your head, supra-aura ls 

press on the ear and intra-aura ls sit in the ear and 

are particularly popular with personal stereo users. 

Getting the best from your cans 
Getting a good result with headphones is not quite 

as straightforward as it should be. Merely plugging 

them into the output on your CD player or amp will 

not give particularly engaging results unless you are 

very lucky. If you are planning on serious listening, 

invest in a dedicated amp - the increase in dynamics 

is not in the least bit subtle. A variety of models are 

made and prices start at around £80 for a QED, a 

little more for designs from, say, Creek or Musical 

Fidelity. And if you're really into cans, look up the 

valve-powered Earmax. 

HEADPHONES 
SPECIFICATIONS 

Stereo headphones 
BADGE? PRODUCT COMMENTS 

D AKG K44 20 Lively, enjoyable and remarkably detailed: a bargain 

AKG K100 36 Leather-clad groover with bags of power and clarity, for a respectable asking price 

d l AKG K270 Studio - -129 �o oriented design which is very transparent and great with acoustic material 

-��-

� AKG K1 OOO 550 Neutral, analytical and completely out of the head sound, suitable for connection to speaker outputs only 

Audio Technica ATH-D40fs 

D Beyerdynamic DT990 

D Grado SR60 

D Grado SR80 

Philips HP890 

D Sennheiser HD590 

Sony MDR-CD480 

� ' Stax System Ii 

105 Detailed and involving sound with a professional 'studio' quality appeal 

160 Impeccable balance, very extended bass and treble, and bags of detail place this model ahead of the pack 

90 For sheer musical enjoyment these are hard to beat. Retro styling may not be to everyone's taste 

110 Not perhaps as neutral as some but they communicate well and that's the point of the exercise 

70 A remarkably sophisticated and very comfortable headphone 

160 Assured and confident headphone with very low coloration and great comfort 

40 Generally neutral and nicely detailed - comfortable too 

400 Luxury option at its price, but the sound delivery is five-star quality all the way 

� � § 0 5 
iii 

"' e< � � gJ 
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(iJ l'f1:1 §I ELECTROSTATIC Uses electrostatic film instead of more common cone or dome dynamics. SUPRA-AURAL Earpads sit on ear rather than around ii. CtRCUMAURAL Earpads rest on the head around the ears 

OPEN BACK Vented capsules let sound in and out CLOSED BACK Sealed capsules. WEIGHT In grams. 3.SMM JACK ADAPTOR Allows connection to personal stereos. computers etc 

• Excellent Looks 

• Excellent Price 

• Excellent Finish 

• Excellent Design 

• Excellent Engineering 

The all new DIVA is simply 
excellent, now everyone can 
enjoy the excellence of AVID 

219 

205 

230 

244 

194 

245 

194 
- � 

230 

219 

205 

219 

205 

(AVID] •Tel: 01480 457300 Fax: 01480 457057. Email: info@avidhifi.co.uk.Web:www.avidhifi.co.uk 
Unit 52, 137 North Gate, Alconbury Airfield, Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire PE28 4WX 
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Hl·FICHOICE 

BUYER'S BIBLE 

CABLES 
Wires to hook your system together ® Hi-fi cables come in two varieties: 

interconnects and speaker cables. 

Interconnects come in preset 

lengths, generally with RCA phone plugs 

attached, though some equipment uses XLR 

connectors for balanced connection. Speaker 

cable is sold by the metre and can be used 

without plugs or can be fitted with screw or 

solder-on types. 

Choosing the best cables is not quite as 

straightforward as it might seem. One 

problem is that components interact with the 

cables you use and this often results in 

audible effects, but there are few cables that 

are fundamentally incompatible with any 

components, and we recommend the advice 

of a good dealer. In any case, you should look 

to spend as much as you can afford. 

Digital cables come in two flavours: 

electrical and optical. In most instances 

electrical varieties sound better than optical, 

but if you are after a smoother sound the 

light carriers have the advantage, as they do 

if long lengths a re needed ( l Orn+). Optical 

outputs tend to have Tosi ink connectors 

(around 99 per cent), but some electrical 

digital outputs are of the superior BNC type, 

which uses a bayonet-type socket. Check 

which type your digital component has before 

buying a digital interconnect. 

Our favourite osESTBUY [ill rnrroR·scHOICE 

CABLES 
Interconnects and speaker cables 
BADGE? PRODUCT COMMENTS 

l'!-1 
Black Rhodium Illusion 77 An upfront, lively, exciting cable which still manages subtlety when needed. Slight coloration though 

au491;1q.,11i1rn 

0 
0 

§ 1'"' 
8 ::g 
� 'll 

• • I 248 
' I 

DNM TBB75 75 

D Ecosse The Composer 30 

Ecosse Reference Diva 100 

D lxos Gamma Audition II 30 

Kimber Silver Streak 242 

D Kimber Timbre 72 

Bass not always completely consistent, but sound has great clarity and insight 

A high degree of realism and delicacy, and a fantastic price (0.8m) 

Very good performance in all areas, with particularly frne, tuneful, bass (0.8m) 

Detailed and neutral, with just a hint of pleasant mellowness 

Not the cheapest around, but more than justifies itself with terrific poise and balance of virtues 

Typical Kimber construction with ditto sound - clean, extended and detailed 

---1.o;:_��-
• • 224 

- ---- + t 
• • 211 

• • I 241 

• • I 243 

D Monster Interlink 400 Mk2 70 

OED Ounex 1 20 

D Townshend DCT100 100 

!ill Townshend lsolda OCT 300 

D van den Hui The Bay C5 45 

D van den Hui The Well 65 

D van den Hui 0102 Mk Ill 79 

DIGITAL INTERCONNECTS 

Audioquest Digital One 35 

D OED Ounex P75 25 

D OED Ounex SR75 50 

D Supra Trico 40 

D van den Hui Optocoupler II 49 

fJ � 1 l :l �;I� l:!I flij;@l?Jii:l!Ji;! 
Black Rhodium S300 18 

Ecosse Reference MS2.3 23 

Really lively and enjoyable sound 

Well balanced and easily rivals more expensive cables 

Unusual construction with copper strip conductors, giving very detailed sound, but just an occasional hint of hardness 

Unusual construction and cryogenically treated too: whatever the reason, a remarkably capable wire 

Terrific detail, nice balance - a great cable 

Hybrid cable with carbon-fibre conductors added. Very slight bass coloration does little to detract from fine performance 

Hybrid conductors (carbon and copper) and intelligent construction give strong bass and excellent detail 

A neutral and capable cable that adds little or no character to the sound 

A superbly capable interconnect that's highly detailed and well balanced 

Lots of bass and good clear midrange and treble at a sensible price 

Very well made digital/video cable which noticeably improves the sound of a cheap DAG 

Noticeably has the edge over other optical leads, but still second best to electrical types 

Tight, precise and extended bass makes this a great cable for rock 'n' roll 

Favours excitement over refinement: can be slightly bass-shy, but plenty of life 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 224 

• 211 

• • 241 

• • 234 

• 224 

• 241 
+ 

• 234 

• 207 

• 207 

• 234 

• E 241 

0 234 

: . 241 

�- . 227 

• • 241 !ill Electrofluidics 2020 45 Excellent bass extension and very fine pertormance elsewhere - one of the best all-round cables available 

D lxos Gamma 6003 3 A little midrange dryness, but bass is among the best at this price; strong and consistent 

- --tH���1ii D Kimber 4PR Considering the price, this cable's very slight dryness is forgivable when everything else is so right 

D Krmber 8VS 18 Beautifully full, open and transparent sound right across the board. Price for 1 m terminated pair 

Kimber 8PR 21 Bass very full, just occasionally a touch flabby, but detailed and sweet upper frequencies make this a good value cable 

D Kimber 8TC 39 Very capable in all areas, particularly good at imaging and with firm bass. Price for 5m terminated pair 

D OED Silver Anniversary A few minor flaws, but overall pertormance is very assured for this price 

D OED X-Tube XT300 10 A natural and well controlled sounding cable that's cost effective for mid-priced systems 

OED X-Tube XT400 20 A practical cable with a liking for lively music, but slightly less assured with subtle classical grooves 

Supra Ply 3.4/S 8 Good in all areas, with rich bass and just a touch of treble roughness 

!ill Townshend lsolda DCT 150 Cryogenically treated 'impedance matched' cable with stabilising components added: great sound all-round 

D Wrreworld Solstice 5 20 Unfriendly to handle, but makes up for it with very assured sound - heaps of bass and great insight 

JJ l l 'fi :1 �I STRANDED Cable has a number of (usually) twisted strands to conduct the signal. SOLID CORE Cable has one or more individually insulated strands to conduct the signal. 

COPPER Material used to form the conducting element of the cable. SILVER Alternative material used to form the conducting element of the cable. DIGITAL CABLE TYPE E -electrical, 0 - optical. 

Cables are one metre length unless otherwise stated. 
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LONDON 
BROMLEY 
CHELSEA 
CITY 
CROYDON 
EALING 
FARRINGDON 
KINGSTON 
LONDON BRIDGE 
SWISS COTTAGE 
WESTEND 

BELFAST 
BIRMINGHAM 
BOURNEMOUTH 
BRIGHTON 
BRISTOL 
CAMBRIDGE 
CARDIFF 
CHEU"ENHAM 
CHESTER 
COLCHESTER 
COVENTRY 
EDINBURGH 
EXETER 
GLASGOW 
GUILDFORD 
HULL 
LEEDS RflDCA1£0 
LElaSTER 
LIVERPOOL 
MAIDSTONE llW«K51ERNORTH llW«K51ERSOUIH 
MIDDLESBROUGH 
MILTON KEYNES 
NEWCASilE 
NORWICH 
NOTTINGHAM 
OXFORD 
PLYMOUTH 
PRESTON NEW 
READING 
ROMFORD 
SEVENOAKS 
SHEFFIELD 
SOUTHAMPTON 
STOKE (HANLEY) 
SWINDON R£1DCATE0 
WATFORD 

028 9032 1332 
0121643 1516 

01202 nol80 
01273 673 lll 
0117 973 4197 

Ollll 304848 
0292 019 9988 
01242 5n5n 
01244 400 102 
01206 56 ll ll 
024 7655 5959 
Olli 2263544 
ou92 2n m 
0141 226 5551 
01481 449 222 
01482 129 289 
011] 245 5717 
0116 255 4656 
0151 708 7484 
01622 67 70 67 
0161 771 Olll 
0161 480 1700 
01642 211 115 

01908 608 908 
0191 2l0 1192 
01601 620 860 
0115 924 1551 
01865 241 444 
01752 222 256 
01maaa151 
0118 959 1111 
01108 141 n1 
01732 456 573 
0114 266 1616 

02l8 02l 1l11 
01782 289 009 
01791 612 652 
01921 218 888 

LOWEST PRICE 
"A thoroughly enjoyable listen and GUARANTEED! 
a great hi-fi bargain:· - WHAT H1-F1? 49·95 
SOUND AND VISION magazine. 
TSP £129.95 £ 

'''' 
I Alllnllllll*•llllClllll.li ,,,.1 BRAND N�OXED 

TOSHIBA SD3l0 

• 
The SD330E produces sharp edges, 
good blacks and decent contrast .. 
It delivers a rich, highly watchable 
picture:' said WHAT H1-R? SouNoANo 
V1s10N magazine. TSP £1 .J9.95 

WERE ug;gs Upg•aded multi­

region version available only £79.95 

�-�·�*** 

LOWEST PRICE 

·:69'.:' I 
BRAND N!,_W BOXEOJ 

This Pioneer makes superb LOWEST PR�CE 
o•iginal 

.
in quality, and has an 169'95 1mpress1ve arr a y  of fe atures, 

recordings which are close to the GU .. A.R .. ANTEED! 

i�cl�din
.
g handy doub le-speed ... 2 £ 

finahsatmn. TSP £299.95 �;:�., 
WERE� � �R�N�?XED 

SIZZLING DVD RECORDER DEALS! 

:eludes accessor;es and CD recorders. ·�Tl!m ___ �--=���U°'" LB"' ;-
Visit our 'LIVE' online catalogue at 'Tue strength and depth of the colours SEE OUR www.richersounds.com makes movies jump out at you. wni1e the WEBSITE FOR , ._ ___ "'"' ____ precisely rendered detail provides startling 

clarrty' - What Video magazine. L A'JESJ PRICE ForaFREE24page bargain .-1 rsPtus . ., " 

packed catalogue call � Upgraded multi·region version available. 
INFO IOR PHONE!) 

0845 1 300 200 � 
BRANDNEWBOXED 

• I I I . .  

LOWEST PR�IE 
GUARANTEED! 

.�:. 
DAB TUNER SAVINGS! 

NA sound that's extremely big. rich and 
effortless, but at the same time manages to 
maintain high levels of detail and informa­
tion. - ' We like iC - WHAT H1F1? Sorn-.io AND 
V1s10N magazine. 
TSP £199.95 

LOWEST PRICE 

]7f 
BRAND NEW BOXED 

"Strong and effortless with a wide 

range of equipment ... a bargain 

piece of hi-fi with a magic all of its 

own:' said WHAT H1-F1? SouNo AND V1s10N 
magazine. WER� 

� ***** 

LOWEST PRIC

J 

GUARANTEED! 

!''�:: 
STUNNING CD PLAYERS! 

SONYSCDXE680 

This astonishing CD player is also 
capable of playing SACDs. and 
exhibits breathtaking authority and 
scale in both modes of operation -
and with a massive price redustion, 
too!TSP£249.95 

LOWEST PRICE 

J§§� 
BRAND NEW BOXED 

eLG MZ42PZ17 

This cracking plasma builds on the success of the reviewer's favourite, 
the MZ-42PZ10, about which What Home Cinema magazine wrote 
"We love it". The MZ-42PZl 7 has significantly improved levels of 
brightness and contrast so that picture quality is better than ever. 
OSPE1'99.95 

MUG, BLANK MD, CDR OR 
TAPE FOR EVERYONE! 

SIMPLY PRESENT THIS VOUCHER 
AT YOUR LOCAL STORE. 

NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. 
ONE VOUCHER/ITEM PEA CUSTOMER. WHILE STOCKS LAST. 

HI-FI CHOICE MAGAZINE 
(NOT IN CONJUNCTION WITH ANY OTHER OFFER/PROMOTION) - """ 



Hl·FICHDICE 

BUYER'S BIBLE 

STANDS AND SUPPORTS 
Equipment racks and speaker stands ® In hi-fi there are two types of stand. One is a rack that holds 

turntables, amps, CD players and so on and is described as an 

equipment support, and the other is a speaker stand. The 

latter comes in three basic varieties, two for standmount speakers: 

said to have a quicker sound, while heavyweights give deeper bass and 

a calmer sound. The third speaker stand type is a platform that sits 

under floorstanding speakers or speaker/stand combinations, the 

pneumatic Townshend Seismic Sink being an example. 
lightweight, multi legged types; and heavy designs with fewer legs and 

the ability to be mass-loaded for extra solidity. The lighter variety is 
There are two speaker-to-stand interfacing options: spikes or Blu Tak 

in each corner of the top plate. Try both and take your pick. 

Our favourite o BEST BUY � EDrTOR'S CHOICE 

EQUIPMENT SUPPORTS 
Equipment supports 
BADGE? PRODUCT £ COMMEITTS 

Eli 
� 

Aavik Furniture A4 350 Good sound and stylish Scandinavian looks at an affordable price 805 

Alphason A5-G 399 Nice looking, very solid and practical with a pretty well balanced sound, but lacks a little detail 80 

Atacama Equinox 280 Stable, modular design with style. Excellent bass transients and a fresh design concept 81 

D Audiophile Furniture Base 615 Price is justified by its earth-shattering sonic abilities - a worthy upgrade 82 

Avid lsoscl1elf 1.100 An enthusiast's equipment support stand free from coloration, 1f a little fiddly to set up 87.5 

D Clearlight Audio RDC Aspekt 550 Stunning neutrality and detail from a well-=dampeddesigrl'its pertormance makes the price tag good value 75 

Custom Design Aspect 650 270 Smart looks and practical thanks to adjustable shelves. Sound is fair with some loss of detail 66 

D Custom Design Concept 400 700 Slightly drab appearance, but good sound and effic
-
ient use of space 74 

SPECIFICATIONS 
� 
� 
� I Cl 
� 

47 

66,46 

50,50 • 

43 

48 

53.5,45 

46 • 
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48,40 
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4 J MDF 

5 Glass 

4 Glass , 
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4 · Metal 
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193 

247 

217 

193 

193 

217 

206 

247 

lsoblue 'The Stand' 460 Attractive modular design that's as easy on the ear as on the eye 47 48,40 
-

4 I MDF I 247 

� Nairn Fraim 1,825 Pricey but very classy looking and sounding, with modular flexibility 

Ouadraspire 04 Reference 480 Excellent pertorrnance from the school of wobbly racks. Natural sounding and plenty of detail 

96 

515 

45,34 

49,39.5 

5 �� 232 

MDF 217 

Russ Andrews Torlyte Rack 988 Attractive modular system made of very light Torlyte: a touch of added warmth is its only vice 68 54,49 Torlyte 

D Sound Organisation Z560 195 Excellent value rack, five shelves toot Well balanced and under 200 quid! 92 50.40 Glass 

D Standesign Design 4 190 An all-in-one support at a budget price. with good sonic pertormance 88.5 50.8 Glass 

� Townshend Seismic Stand II 1.140 multi-shelf air-suspension support which isolates like few others. Recommended 92 58, 45 MDF 

Our favourite o BEST BUY � EDrToR·s CHOICE 

SPEAKER STANDS SPECIFICATIONS 

Speaker stands 
BADGE? PRODUCT 

D Atacama Nexus 6 60 

Custom Design R/S300 Mkll 100 

hne Cableway 399 

0 Kudos S50 115 

Partington ANSA 60 90 

D Partington Dreadnought 100 

Sound Organisation Z522 95 

Townshend Seismic Sink 499 

£ COMMENTS 

An excellent all-round pertormer and a genuine hi-Ii bargain 

A solid stand improving on the original, with better focus and detail 

Looks greit ; sounds great, so start saving! ciean and sweet, and neutrality is exceptional with orchestral material 

Formidable bass with real authority, and a wide dynamic range across a broad bandwidth 

Elegant flat-packer 'disappears' sonically; restrained but neutral and coherent 

Fully welded high-class engineering gives a very clean, open sound at a sharp price 

Very hefty build for the price helps to deliver a solid sound with good authority and drive 

Unique inflatable plinth that works wonders with decent floorstanders, as well as standmounted speakers 

� 
O!i 

60,50 

61,56,51 
__, ___ 

63 

61 

62 

61 

60 

fi'!ll Wd j:i fi II 1 Hi Ei'iJ H-t:U I HEIGHT Of complete stand. TOP PLATE SIZE (CM) Width by depth of the supporting platform(s). Single figures indicate a square platform. 

WELDED As opposed to bolt-together construction. NUMBER OF SHELVES To put your kit on (different configurations are often available). SHELF TYPE Material that shelves are made ot. 
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� � "' 
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14.5,18 

16.5,18 

17,20 

15, 20 

18,15 

17,15 

16 

38,48 

fin l:ll;fil 1:1•!'-fiiHJ:IU HEIGHT Of each stand, not including spikes. TOP PLATE SIZE (CM) Width by depth of platform. Single figures indicate a square platform. Speakers generally overhang top plates. 

FILLABLE The stand can be mass-loaded with sand and/or lead to stop ringing. WELDED As opposed to bolt-together construction. NUMBER OF LEGS That support the stand 
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Tel: 020 8348 5676 (2-7pmJ 
Fax: 020 8341 9368 

Email: ConnectionCab/e@aol.com 

Esoteric High Fidelity Cables 
Dealers in: Absolute • Audio Note • Audioquest • Deltec • Electrocompaniet • Harmonix • Kimber • Mandrake 

... the RIGHT cables 
... in YOUR system 

. . . for YOUR ears 
.. . in YOUR home 

• MIT • Siltech • Symo •Transparent• Van den Hui • WBT · and others 

Contact us by phone, fax, or emotl and we 'II 
do our best to help you achieve your goal . 
<Auditions may be subiect to a handling charge) 

CONNECTIONS CA division of Connection 90' Travel Ltd) 
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Has the metal to 
transform your system 

SilverBlue SQ combines four pure silver 
conductors with a geometry chosen by 

iterative subjective evaluation to produce 
an analogue interconnect with a 

performance second to none. 

DEDICATED TO THE JOYS OF LISTENING 

Website: www.audiosynthesis.co.uk • www.audio-synthesis.com 
Email: salesi nfolaaud i osynt hesi s. co. u k • tech nica llaa u d iosynthesis. co. uk 

PO Box 50, Beeston, Nottingham NG9 1 DZ 

Telephone: +44 [0)115 922 4138 • Fax: +44 [0)115 922 9701 

Agencies include: 

AR CAM 

LINN 

NAIM 

MERIDIAN 

REGA 

B&W NAUTILUS 

PROCEED 

M+K 

NEAT 

PMC 

LOEWE 

SONY PRO 

FUJITSU 

STAX 

GRADO 

ORTOFON 

DYNAVECTOR 

SHAHINIAN 

XLO 

EXCEED 

EXPECTATIONS 

If choosing your new hi-fi or home 

cinema in a civilised and relaxed 

atmosphere from a well-chosen 

selection of genuine performance 

equipment appeals, then we are for you. 

See and hear the very best with us. 

9 High Street, Hampton Wick, 
Kingston upon T hames , Surrey KTI 4DA 

020 8943 3530 
Full custom installation of home cinema, distributed 
audio/video and home automation products 
Email: infidelity@compuserve.com 
www.infidelity.co.uk 
Open: Tues - Fri I 0.30am - ?pm, Saturday I Dam - 6pm 

FREE Hi-Fi Upgrade 
hififorsale.com Ltd's AudiophileCandy 
2004 accessories catalogue 2004 

Our NEW Edition Features: wwwaudWtJhl/(.'Ctln<l)I com 

• A massive selection of class leading 
audio accessories from manufacturers 

�#J.Y THE ONl.Y CATAlCOUI 
YOl.l'U IVElt NllD 

throughout the world 

• Overviews and advice from 
leading industry experts 

• The latest world-wide products 

• Free tips, advice & F.A.Q. 

• Over 92 full colour pages 
featuring over 500 products 

AudiophileCandy 2004 is your FREE 
essential guide to the very best in audio accessories. 

Grab Your Copy NOW 
For your FREE copy of our latest catalogue visit www.audiophilecandy.com 
and fill in our contact form or call; 

0870 241 246 9 

Remove Disruptive Sync signals 
Digital Video Stabilizers 

Removes all copy protect signals, distorted 

horizontal and vertical sync signals plus 

teletext information - all of which may affect 

signal stability. Allows perfect viewing and 

recording of DVD, Videotape and Satellite movies. 

Available in 2 versions giving you a choice of simple Phone 

or Scart in/out connections. Supplied with suitable DC power supply. 

Order code CP-2 (Phono) £34.95 CP-2S (Scarf) £39.95 

Two equal RGB Searl Outputs 
Active 2 way Scart Splitter 

Two equal Scart outputs from any source. Ideal for 

connecting to the output of any DVD or Satellite/Cable box 

when you need to retain an equal signal and feed to 2 
separate monitors. Works with RGB, S video, Composite video 

+ Stereo audio signals. Also useful for making 2 video copies. 

Complete with DC power supply. Order code SC-AMP2 £39.95 

5 STAR Ratings from What/Hi·li and What ·Vldeo ma g azines. 
High quality custom cables plus a range of Superb Home ci nema leads· for bettter sound a vi s ion. 



ACCESSORIES SHOP 

Welcome to the Hi-Fi Choice accessories shop 
Choice Bits is the easy way to buy the best audio accessories available today. Simply pick up the phone, order on line, 

drop us an email or fill out the order form opposite and pop it in the post. Ordering couldn't be simpler' 

For this special Awards issue we've 

rounded up some of the best mains­

related products available, which can 

help improve your system's power 

supply. Giving your system a stable, 

clean mains supply will help all your 

components to function at their best. 

Whatever your budget there is an 

easy way to improve your system's 

supply. You could install the HFC 

Award-winning lsoTek Mini Sub at 

£495, or try improving signal transfer 

with Caig's DeoxlT at just under £14. 

Protecting disused outputs with 

Cardas Caps and installing a good 

quality mains cable will also increase 

your system's performance. 

Cardas Caps 

Cardas Caps fit over all unused 

female jacks in your stereo/AV 

system, keeping RFI distortion out 

and your noise floor down. 

Let your system function at its 

best with Cardas Caps. 

Only £34.95 (12Qty) 

Caig DeoxlT 

Contact Cleaner 

DeoxlT contact cleaner will give 

significant improvements 

throughout your hi-fi system. 

DeoxlT features fast-acting 

deoxidising agents that clean, 

preserve and improve conductivity 

on all metal connectors and 

contacts. It will also remove 

oxidation and corrosion. 

Only £13.95 (200ml) 

SHOWCASE 

lsoTek Mini Sub 

High-quality Mains 
Filtration for audio & 
AV systems 

Key Features 
• Improves the 

performance of 
your entire audio 
or AV system in 
one go 

• Protects against 
dangerous power 
surges and spikes 

• Convenient 
rack-width case 

lsoTek Mini Sub 

Mains filters could be said to have 

come of age with the new lsoTek Mini 

Sub complete mains solution. This 

convenient rack-width unit utilises 

technology seen in its bigger brother, 

AudioPrism Quietline Parallel AC Line Filter 
Special offer - while stocks last!! 

the award-winning Substation, at a 

fraction of the price. 

The Mini Sub is a plug-and-play 

solution that will not only improve 

your audio but also an entire AV 

system. Unlike some other mains 

products, the lsoTek Mini Sub 

stops component-to-component 

cross-contamination, ensuring that all 

your equipment has the clean supply 

essential for high quality viewing or 

listening. Mini Sub also protects against 

dangerous power surges and mains 

spikes, and is ideal for all audio or home 

entertainment systems. 

Only £495 

Improve the sound of your audio and video 

system by eliminating the noise on the power 

line with AudioPrism's Quietline parallel AC 

filter. Quietline has been specifically designed 

to eliminate RFI and EMI noise on your power 

line, acting as a shunt filter for noise and 

interference without affecting the flow of the 

power to your equipment. It's easy to install -

simply plug the modules into outlets adjacent 

or next to noisy appliances. 

Special offer pack of four for only £79.95 -

normally £34.95 each I 

QuietLine Pack (4Qty) Only £79.95 

Inca Tech High Quality 24ct Gold 
Audio-Grade 3-Pin Mains Plug 

15 years ago Inca Tech were the first company to gold 

plate mains-based connectors. Today we take it for 

granted. The new Inca Tech 24ct Gold plug uses a gold 

covering almost double that of competitors. Gold 

possesses lower resistance, improving signal transfer. 

Contact points are essentially the weakest links in the 

audio chain - because of this, high quality connectors 

greatly improve audio. What's more, gold has a higher 

resistance toward oxidation, ensuring contacts do not 

burnish or degrade over time. 

Only £19.95 

Manufactured in the UK using 

Oxygen Free Copper and RFI and 

EMI shielded to eliminate radio 

frequency pollution. The lsoTek 

Elite also features high-quality 

24ct gold Fl-15 Furutech IEC 

connectors. 

Only £74.95 (1.5M) 

HlflCllOICE SPECIAL READER OFFERS - A HI-FI CHOICE PROMOTION 



ACCESSORIES SHOP 

e 0870 240 7228 

I 

FEATURED PRODUCTS 

Allsop DVD Lens Cleaner & Optimiser 

CARA Computer Aided Room Acoustics 

Chesky DVD Surround S.l Set-Up Disc 

Densen OeMagic CD 

Lasertrack (02000 Set·Up Disc 

Ultra Burn-In CD3000 

El9.9S D 
E49.9S D 
E24.9S D 
rn.9s D 

El9.9S D 
E24.9S D 

, ANALOGUE ACCESSORIES 

Anniversary Ringmat 

A.RT Head Q·Damper 

Cardas 180g Frequency Sweep LP 

Clearlight Audio Record Puck 

Clearaudio Clever Record Clamp 

Clearaudio Deluxe Bubble Level 

Clearaudio Exact Stylus Gauge 

Clearaudio Record Clamp 

Clearaudio Stroboscopic Light 

Clearaudio Stroboscopic Test Record 

Electronic Needle Nose Pliers 

Express Machining Rega Stub End 

Express Machining VTA For Rega 

Goldring Strobe Disc 

Graham Bearing Cap 

Gyrascope Electronic Stroboscope 

John Michell Techno Rega HeavyNeight 

Loricraft Stroboscopic Light 

Michell Engineering Record Clamp 

Michell Universal Dust Cover 

Opus3 4.1 Test Record 

Origin Live Express Heavyweight 

Origin live Rega Tonearm Upgrade Kit 

Pebbles 'The Weight' Modification 

Polaris Plus Stylus Alignment Gauge 

Pro-Ject Bubble Level 

Ringmat Developments The Ring mat 

Ring mat's How to Set Up A Turntable 

Shure Stylus Force Gauge 

T Force Ortofon Tracking Force Gauge 

The Cartridge Man Digital Force Gauge 

The Cartridge Man Digital level Gauge 

The Producer's Cut' Hi-Fi News Test LP 

Universal Tweezers 

DIGITAL ACCESSORIES 

Allsop DVD Optimiser/Laser Lens Cleaner 

AudioPrism CD Stoplight 

AudioPrism CD Blacklight"" 

AVIA Home Theatre Set-Up & Calibration 

A-Z CD Clips 

Chesky DVD Surround S.l Set-Up Disc 

Chesky Ultimate Demonstration Disc 

Compact Dynamics CD Plus 

Compact Dynamics CD UpGrade 

Densen DeMagic CD 

Furutech RD-2 Disc Demagnetiser 

Lasertrack CD2000 Set-Up Disc 

Marigo Orpheus CD Crossbow Mat 

Opus3 Showcase (HDCD) 

Ringmat CDi Blue 

Ringmat The Statmat Mkll 

Sound Improvement Disc (Model 14/15) 

Tommy Larsen CD-Lift ... (Green/Grey) 

XLO Reference Test & Burn-In CD 

£69.9s D 
£16.9s D 

E21.95 D 
E49.9S D 
m.9s D 
E21.95 D 

E26S.OO D 
E69.9S D 
E69.9S D 
E24.9S D 
oo.9s D 
E24.9S D 
E29.9S D 

E3.9S D 
E2S9.9S D 

£224.9s D 
E67.9S D 

£49.9s D 
E22.9S D 
E4 4.9S D 
El7.9S D 

EB9.9S D 
E74.9S D 
E67.9S D 

ES.9S D 
El4.9S D 
E49.9S D 

El.SO D 
E24.9S D 

n9s D 
El99.9S D 
El99.9S D 

E24.9S D 
£6.9s D 

El9.9S D 
El9.9S D 
E39.9S D 
E39.9S D 

E7.9S D 
£24.9s D 
ElS.9S D 
El4.9S D 
El4.9S D 
rn.9s D 

E349.9S D 
El9.9S D 
E79.9S D 

£14.9s D 
E37.50 D 
El9.9S D 
n1.9s D 
El4.9S D 
E24.9S D 

#.ii.."­
···· 
•••• 

""''' www.choicebits.co.uk 

CD STORAGE PRODUCTS 

Caselogic Hardshell CD Case 

CaseLogic Koskin 208 CD Wallet 

CaseLogic Kos.kin 32 CD Wallet 

CaseLogic Kos.kin 64 CD Wallet 

Case Logic Kos.kin 88 CD Wallet 

Caselogte Nylon 20B CD Wallet 

Caselogic Nylon CD Wallet 88 

CaseLogic ProSleeves® 

Tommy Larsen Multi Media Rack 

ES.9S D 
E34.9S D 
£9.9s D 
El4.9S D 
El9.95 D 
E29.9S D 
El7.9S D 
ES.9S D 

£24.9s D 

CARE/ CLEANING PRODUCTS 

Allsop Carbon Edge Laser Lens Cleaner 

Allsop CD & DVD Fast Wipes 

Allsop CD Scratch Repair Kit 

Allsop Radial CD Cleaner 

Caig OpticALL 

CD Radial Cleaner 

Clearaudio Carbon Fibre Record Brush 

DeoxlT (DeoxlT 200ml) 

Goldring Deluxe Record Brush 

Goldring Exstatic Record Sleeves 

Last All-Purpose Record Cleaner 

last Power Cleaner 

Last Record Preservative 

Last Stylus Cleaner 

Last Stylast Stylus Treatment 

Lyra SPT Stylus Cleaner 

Me-We CD Sound Elixir 

Miniature Vacuum Cleaner 

Nagaoka Antistatic Record Inner Sleeves 

Onzow Zerodust 

Optrix CD Cleaner & Clarifier 

ProGold ( ProGold 20ml) 

Ross Mini Disc Head & Lens Cleaner 

Turbo Mini Vac 

Unbranded Inner Sleeves 

El4.9S D 
E4.9S D 

m.9s D 
El0.9S D 
m.9s D 
£9.9s D 

£13.9s D 
El3.9S D 
El4.9S D 
rn.9s D 

E39.9S D 
E39.9S D 
E39.9S D 
El9.9S D 

£29.9s D 
E24.9S D 

E9.9S D 
El4.9S D 

£14.9s D 
E29.9S D 
El6.9S D 
m.9s D 
El4.9S D 
El6.9S D 
E24.9S D 

ISOLATION RACKS - CONES 

A.RT Q-Dampers 

Atacama Audio Equinox Series (2 shelf base) 

Atacama Audio Nexus 5 Speaker Stands 

AudioPrism 2.5 !so-Bearings 

£69.9s D 
El49.9S D 

E69.9S D 
£s4.9s D 

AudioPrism 3.3 Isa-Bearings 

Clearlight Audio RDC Aspekt Rack 

Black 4 Shelf Rack Cherry Legs 

Clearlight Audio RDC Aspekt Rack 

Black 4 Shelf Rack 

Clearlight Audio RDC Aspekt Rack 

Grey 4 Shelf Rack Beech Legs 

Clearaudio Spikes (Each) 

Foculpods Support Systems (4) 

IXOS Sorbothane Feet 

Michell Tenderfeet Small 

Michell Tenderfeet Tall 

Nordost Pulsar Points (Aluminium) 

Nordost Pulsar Points (Titanium) 

Polipods Support Systems (Bi 

RDC l Cones (Qty 4) 

RDC 2 Cones (Qty 4) 

RDC 3 Cones (Qty 4) 

RDC 4 Cones (Qty 3) 

RDC S Cones (Qty 4) 

RDC Cone Cups (Qty 4) 

RDP Feet 

RDC SPP Platform 

RDC Super Position T 

Ringmat Feet Mkll 

Spikes M6/M8 (4x M6/M8) 

Stands Unique Carbon Fibre Isolators 

Superpods Support Systems 

3D Seismic Isolation Platform 

Townshend Audio Seismic Sink Rack Model One 

(S30x400mm / Internal 430x400mm 3 Tier) 

Townshend Audio Seismic Sink. Rack Model One 

(S30x400mm / Internal 430x400mm 4 Tier) 

Voodoo AIRTEK (430x360mm / 20kg/oak) 

Voodoo AIRTEK (490x430mm / 4Skg/oak) 

Voodoo AIRTEK (SlOx4BOmm / 7Skg/oak) 

AUDIO BOOKS 

Home Theatre For Everyone 

How to Set Up And Fine Tune A Turntable 

The Classical long Playing Record Book 

The Complete Guide To High End Audio 

The LP Is Back 

The Ringmat Support System 

rn4.9s D 

ES99.9S D 

£s49 9s D 

E649.9S D 
m.9s D 
El4.9S D 
El9.9S D 
m.9s D 
El4.9S D 
ES4.9S D 

E294.9S D 
El4.9S D 
E39.9S D 
E29.9S D 
E44.9S D 

rn9.9s D 
rn9.9s D 

m.9s D 
ES4.9S D 

£109.9s D 
El99.9S D 

E74.9s D 
u9s D 

E24.9S D 
E24.9S D 

E234.9S D 
D 

E670.00 D 
D 

E810.00 D 
El99.9S D 

£249.9s D 
E299.9S D 

El9.9S D 
El.SO D 

rn9.9s D 
E24.9S D 

E9.9S D 
E7.50 D 

Order Form 

Orders can also be placed online: -.choicebits.co.uk 

Naiune: 

Address: 

Postcode: Tel: 

Cheque/postal order enclosed for£ ___ made payable to Choice Bits. 

Or please charge my Visa/Mastercard/ Amex/Switch Card number: 

DODD DODD DODD DODD DOD Signature -------

Valid From Expires 

H-toorder: 

Simply complete this order form, fill in your details and send 
it to: P.O. Box S996, NEWBURY, RG20 4XH 

Altemiltlwly, give us a call on: OB70 240 722B 

email: orders@choicebits.co.uk 

Order onllne: www.choicebits.co.uk. 

Issue number (Switch) -------------

UK postage: 
Postage is £2.00 for the first item and £1.00 thereaher. 
All Prices include VAT at 17.5%. 

European/ lntem•tionel Ales: 

Overseas sales are welcome - please call for a postage 
quotation. Sales outside the EU are VAT exclusive. 

This service is operated by hififorsale.com Ltd (registered address) trading as Choic.e Bits under licence from Future Publishing Ltd. Your order wilt be fulfilled by hififorsale. 

awards 2003 I HI-FI CHOICE 127 
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HI-FI 

363 HAGLEY ROAD, EDGBASTON, 
BIRMINGHAM B17 SOL 

TEL: 0121-429 2811 FAX: 0121-434 3298 

BIRMINGHAM 

IVllLJSI� IVl�--EF=tS �� 
Our extensive range of products includes the very finest hi-fi and home cinema from Arcam, Audioquest, Audio Research, 

B&W, Castle, Celestion, Chord, Cyrus, Denon, Dy naudio, )amo, KEF, Krell, Marantz, Martin Logan, Meridian, 
Michell, Mission, Monitor Audio, Musical Fidelity, Nairn, Panasonic, Pioneer, Pro-Ac, Project, Quad, REL, Rote!, 

Ruark, Sennheiser, SME, Sonus Faber, Tag McLaren, Tanney, TEAC, Technics, Theta and Yamaha. 
INTEREST FREE CREDIT ON SELECTED ITEMS APR 0%. Written details on request. Licensed Credit Broker. Open Tuesday to Saturday 10.30 - 5.30. Late night (not Stourbridge) Wednesday until 6.30 

93-95 HOBS MOAT ROAD, SOLIHULL, 9 MARKET STREET, STOURBRIDGE, 10 BOLDMERE ROAD, SUTTON COLDFIELD, 

WEST MIDLANDS 692 SJL WEST MIDLANDS DY8 1AB WEST MIDLANDS 873 STD 

TEL: 0121-742 0254 FAX: 0121·742 0248 TEL: 01384 444184 FAX: 01384 444968 TEL: 0121 354 2311 FAX: 0121 3541933 

0121 321 2445 
and NOW AT 111 The Parade, Sutton Coldfield, Birmingham 

HI-FI 

344 UXBRIOGE ROAD, HATCH END, 

MIDDLESEX HAS 4HR 
TEL: 02Q 842Q 1925 FAX: 02Q 842Q 1928 

BIRMINGHAM SALES AND SERVICES 

RE.Vax 
SERVICE 

THE MANUFACTURERS' 
APPOINTED SERVICE COMPANY RE.Vax 

SERVICE 
Correct Revox Spare Parts Pricing 

24 Hour Est:imat:ion procedure 

Manufacturer Upgrades and Advice 

Delivery and Collection Service 

Comprehensive Guarant:ees 

Factory Trained Engineers 

Rapid Response Turnaround 

Full Revox range serviced 

Written Technical Reports 

Lat:e Evening Opening 

�HE RA�ECH N Cl LO GIV C:1:M:1: TED 
TTL House, Sheeptick End, Near Lidlington. Bedfordshire. MK43 OSF 

Telephone 01525 841999 Facsimile 01525 841009 

SUFFOLK 

grown-ups 
55171 fax 01473 655172 

a l s u k  c o rn  

LINCOLNSHIRE 

Lend us your ears and 
we'll blow your mind . . .  

Arcam, ATC, B & W, Celesti on., Den.on., 
Ken.wood, Kef, Marantz, Mer idian., Mitchell, 

Mission., NAD, Pioneer, Panasonic, Quad, Rotel, 
Ruark, Sony, Tag McLaren., Tannoy, Teac, Techn.ics, 

Yahama and more. 

Audition the very best at Lincolnshire's 
premier Hi-Fi dealer ... 

ANDERS 
.__A U-0 10 •-TV-• VIO-EO& ...... ,_FI LTD. SATELLITE SA LES 

2-4 EDWARD STREET (Off Pasture St.) 
GRIMSBY TEL: (01472) 351391 

SPECIALIST 

Front End Problems? 
contact: 

The Cartridge Man 
lt doesn't have to cost an arm and leg to get the best 

- listen to my Koetsu - and - Decca - eater. 
Also agents for Croft, Moth, Hadcock & Mitchell & E.A.R, Graham Slee projects. 

Valve equipment re-build service available. 

- Plus cartridge re-tipping service 
020 8688 6565 

Website: www.thecartridgeman.com 

ACCESSORIES 

Is This Your Problem? 

OOO 
Loud Too Loud Way too Loud 

It's a common problem. The usable range on the 
volume control is all down at the bottom end and 
fine control at low listening levels is either difficult 

or impossible. The noise floor may be audible too. 

There is now a simple and effective solution - the 

Rothwell In-Line Attenuators. They can be used ' 

with pre/power or integrated amps to cure the '1'11•1!11!\l!!l'J!!"'-!f�l 

problems of excess gain and bring sonic benefi sA .......... llll!lll>,: 
even with the most expensive equipment. 4 

The cost is only £39 per pair delivered. To order, call 

Rothwell: 01204 366133 or www.rothwellelectronics.co.uk 
Excellent reviews in Hi-Fi Choice, Hi-Fi World, Hi-Fi Plus, What Hi-Fi and www.tnt-audio.com 



SCOTLAND 

�at;-

:\(J)) salon 
"zb io) 'i 

I THE 5ALON 

£4,495 £3,375 

£2,999 
£3,445 
£3,995 

£2,249 

£2,575 

£2,995 

s/h £3,690 £1,250 

s/h £2,550 £1,250 

BOW ZZ-EIGHT Ref CD Player exd 
(latest spec, black, gorgeous, mm!) 

CEC TL-1 CD Transport s/h 
(mint,belt drive, champagne gold, a real bargain) 

Classe CD 1.5 s/h 
(mint, bal/se, boxed) 

G'.rphon Adagio s/h 
( months old, mint) 

Micromega Classic Solo CD Player s/h 
(mint, boxed) 

Amplifiers 

Art Audio Diavolo monos 300B exd 
(chrome/gold, mint) 

Audio Research LS2b Pre-amp s/h 
(mint) 

Audio Research VT100 mk2 Power s/h 
amp (1001qJC, bal/s-e, mint) 

BOW ZZ-ONE Reference lnt Amp s/h 
(black, >(Or>(eous, mint) 

Denon 66CJO Monoblocks (pair) s/h 
(black, boxed, 250wpc, mint, a bar>rain) 

Gryphon Callisto 2200 lnt Amp!ifier s/h 
(mint, with phono) 

Loudspeakers 

Audiostatic Winq Electrostatics 
(latest version inc ]ins, satin silver) 

Art Loudspeakers ST-One 
(mint) 

Art Loudspeakers-Expression(3 way)slh­
( mmt, gun metal >(Tey) 

ATC ACtive SCM 100-ASL (active) exa 
(mint, cherry finish) 

' 

Avalon Arcus s/h 
(cherry finish, mint! 

MeadoWlark Heron Speakers s/h 
(hot rod level, cherrv, mint, remarkable barg · 

Proac Response 2 $Ill 
(mahogany, inc stands, mint, a bargain) 

LIST SALE 

£5,658 £3,645* 
£1,195 £850 

LIST SALE 

£5,495 £2,995 

£5,500 £2,500 

£2,295 £1,150 

£4,300 £3,250 

£2,750 £1,250 

LIST SALE 

£5,995 £3, 795* 

£3,249 £1, 150 

£6,400 
£3,250 

We have the following selection following the release Of the new 
models. 

Zingali Overture .1s Speakers exd 
(mint, walnut finish, includes walnut pedestal) 

Zingali Overture .2s Speakers exd 
(mint, walnut finish, includes walnut pedestal) 

Zingali Overture .3s Speakers exd 
(mint, cherry_finish) 

Zingali Overture .4s Speakers exd 
(mint, walnut finish) 

Zingali Home Monitor-212 s/h 
(omni ray-horn, fabolous details & scale) 

*reduced in price � List no 107. For an updated and comprehensive list of equipment 
and audio cables, please visit www.audiosalon.co.uk or telephone 
us on 01413339700. 

Dealer Guide [Classified] 

DEVON 

SPEAKER KITS FROM l.P.L. ACOUSTICS 
The IPL range now includes six superb biwired Transmission Lines using top 

quality drive units and components to achieve sound quality and bass extension 

equivalent to speakers costing in the range of £800 to £3.000. The Plus Kits include 

all that is required apart from the woodwork. but plain or veneered cabinet kits are 

available. The S3tl is a new kit with advanced polyprop. custom built bass unit and 

excellent SEAS I" fabric dome tweeter. 

KIT SPEAKER UNITS CAB SIZE mm PLUS KIT P&P 

M3tl 5" Morel, J" Seas treb 810 x 191 x 261 £219.00 £9.50 

S3tl 6.5" IPL PP. 1 ·· Seas treb 903 x 230 x 350 £196.00 £10.00 

S3tlrn 6.5" IPL metal. I" Seas treb 903 x 230 x 350 £243.00 £10.00 

S3tlm Rib 6.5'' IPL mc1al. Ribbon treb 903 x 230 x 350 £398.25 £10.00 

S4tl 8" Audax HDA. Seas treb 960 x 276 x 400 £268.00 £11.00 

S5tl 10" Audax, 5" mid, I" treb 1080 x 320 x 400 £435.00 £12.00 

Send cheque or postal order made payable to Mr I. P. Leslie at IPL ACOUSTICS, 

Chelsea Villa, Torrs Park, llfracombe, Devon EX34 SAY. 01271 867439. 
Alternatively visit our website at iplacoustics.co.uk, or send a 44p SAE for 

catalogue detailing Transmission line, Hi Fi, and AV kits. including; Active 

subwoofers. drive units. Silver PTFE cables, and Quality Accessories. 

BUCKS 

NOTEWORTHY AUDIO 

We are a new independent 
dealer specialising in th<' best 

hi-fi equipment available 
throughout chc world. 

Selected products from 
Acoustic Research, Audio Note, 

Avantegarde, Chord, Elec­
crotluidics, Heart, I socck, JM 

Labs, KEF. Living Voice, Mer-
lin, Michell, Ortofon. PMC, 
ProAc:, Project, Pure, Quad, 

Rega, Ringmac, Rose, 
Shanling, SME, Someching 

Solid, Talk Eleccronics, 

Tannoy and n1'lny more ... 

suit every system. 
Notcwordty Aadio 

36 Buckingham Street, 

Aylcsblll')', 
Buckinghamshire 

HP202LH 
Tel: 01296 422224 

www.noteworthyaudio.co.uk 
HULL 

�-� 
Audio & Vision 

25 Story Suee\ HUI HU1 3SA • 01482 587397 

Hull's best Hi-Fi and Home Cinema store! 

Friendly service and impartial advice. 
3 Demonstration Rooms 

Open Mon - Sat - 10.00 a.m. - 5.00 p.m. 
Nairn Al.llkl • flWl • �o • {)ikyo • Teac • Pro·AC arKJ many more 

WEB WATCH 

WWW. 

hifichoice 

. co. uk 
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LONDON 

• O'Brien Hi-Fi • 
ARCAM • AUDIO NOTE • AUDIO RESEARCH • AUDIO TECHNICA • 
BEYER• CABLETALK • CHORD •CREEK• DIAPASON • EPOS • JADIS 

• JEKLIN • MICHELL • MUSICAL FIDELITY • NAO • NAIM • ONKYO • 
OPERA• PROJECT• OED •REGA• RESON • SENNHEISER • SME • 
SONNETEER • SONUS FABER • SUGDEN • TEAC • THORENS • 
TRANSPARENT CABLES• UNISON RESEARCH• VIENNA• WILSON 

) ') .. 
AUDIO ANALOGUE COPLAN D KRELL 

Clearance I Second Hand I Ex Dern Equipment • Details on request 

0°/o Instant Finance Available 
Written details on request 

Demonstration Room • Free car parking • Major Credit Card� 
Personal Export • Mail Order • Installation Service • Repair facilities 

5 mins walk Raynes Park BR • 20 mins Waterloo 
MARTIN LOGAN 5 mins from A3 (Raynes Park B282exit) • 25 rnins M25 June 10 

60 Durham Rd, West Wimbledon, London SW20 OTW 
Tel: (020) 8946 1528 Fax: (020) 8946 0331 

Email: obrienhifi@iname.com 

www.hificables.co.uk 

• ��� • '=""""-"-""'='*� 
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THE INNOVATIV E 
HJ-FI, HOME CINEMA 
& MULTI-ROOM 
RETAILER/JNSTALER 

SERVING LO DON 
F ROM BATIERSEA 

ORANGES & 

LEMONS 
Friendly and efficient servke 0% Fioon<e avaikible 

JUICY FRUIT FROM LONDON'S 
FRESHEST RETAILER 

ARCAM B&W CABLE TALK CASTLE CHORD CREEK 
DENON EPOS LINN MARANTZ NAO NAlM NEAT PMC 
QED REGA ROKSAN ROTEL RUARK STANDS UNIQUE 
SOUNDSTYLE YAMAHA XANTECH and many others 

020 7924 2040 
61/63 WEBBS ROAD, SWl 1 

� !;,�1Q website: www.oandlhifi.co.uk t��� 

MAIL ORDER, WORLDWIDE 

4 years of proven reliability. 
2 years guarantee. 

Shop prices are 
expensive because of rent, 

rates, wages, etc, 

d 

Price is not a guarantee of sound quality. 

We have signed testimonials to prove that 
customers prefer our amplifiers to 

£8,000 preamp+ 320 watts power amplifier, 
£4,000 pre/power amp & power supply, 
£2,600 pre/power amp & power supply, 
£1,400 well reviewed 150 watts amplifier. 

Money back guarantee (less £30 UK or £100 overseas) that you prefer:­

£1,000 or £1,450 "KT88 Triode Connection" amplifiers to most transistor 
amplifiers, most transistor I valve hybrid amplifiers, most Single Ended valve 
amplifiers, most Ultra Linear valve amplifiers selling for £2,000 to £20,000 

£2,500 or £1,800 "10 inch High End" speakers+ our £1,450 amplifiers 
to overpriced pretentious £100,000 systems (at realistic life-size volume) 

£700 EL34 valve amplifiers (40 watts + 40 watts) to most transistor 
amplifiers and transistor I valve hybrid amplifiers costing £1,000 to £2,000 

£500 EL34 valve amplifiers (40 watts + 40 watts) to most £700 amplifiers. 

£380 to £800 valve phono stages to most transistor phono stages. 

Telephone 01634 268662 anytime or 01634 373410 for Mr Andrew Everard's 
review in Gramophone Magazine and Summary of 21 testimonials from 
satisfied customers. 

www.affordablevalvecompany.com 

Amplifier shown without CE safety 
cage, to prove that these are genu­
ine valve amplifiers. Customers 
must not remove CE safety cage. 

Doug Brady has been in the Hi-Fi business 
for 39 years, although his parents. Mr & 
Mrs W.A. Brady founded the f amily 
business in the I 920's. 

Whether your budget is £1,000, £10,000or£100,000 
we take pride in getting it right for you. 

Kingsway Studios. Kingsway North.Warrington, Cheshire WA I JNU 

Tel: 01925 828009 Fax: 01925 825773 
E-Mail: doug.brady@dougbradyhifi.com 

MAIL ORDER 

]jID FOR TOTAL HI FI 

rJ( & AV SHOPPING 

MARANTZ• TANNOY • TECHNICS • 
PANASONIC • PIONEER • SONY • JVC 

JAMO • TOSHIBA • HITACHI • CASTLE 

109 BROADWAY, BEXLEYHEATH, 
KENT DA6 7JH 
020 8298 7880 

Mail Order: 01474 353000 !not available on Marantz) 



y o u c h o o s e 

Choice hi-fi make it easy for 

you to fulfill your sonic 

dreams. Quality hi-fi is not just 

about expensive brandnames. 

It's about aspiring to the very 

best sound, about choosing 

your ideal system from the 

widest selection in the country, 

in a unique no-pressure 

environment. 

y o u r ch o 
•Acoustic Energy 
•Advantage 
•AT C 
•Audible Illusions 
•Audio Physic 
•B.A.T 
•Boulder 
•Brys ton 
•Cary 
• C.A.T. 
•Chord 
•Clear Audio 
• Denon 
•DNM 
• Egglaston Works 

c e 

• Electrograph Delphi 
• Genelec 
• G ryphon 
•Graham 
•I merge 
• J M Lab 
•Krell 
•Lexicon 
•Linn 
•Loewe 
• Lutron 
• Lyra 
•Mark Levinson 
•Michell Eng. 
·Musical Fidelity 
·Nairn 
·NEC 
• Nordost 
•Oracle 
• Ortofon 
• Plinius 
•P.M.C. 
•Prima re 
•Project 
• Quadraspire 
• REL 
• Rockport 
• Roksan 
• Rotel 
• Ruark 
•Seleco 
·SM E 
•Straight Wire 
•Sugden 
•Tara Labs 
•Teac 
•Totem 
• Transflgura 
• Tri c hord 
• Trilogy 
•Van d•n H yl 
• VPI : �l:J� n111•-·•�• 

• Y BA 

The best in New, Second hand and E.x Dem equipment 

<§ <!) .... �� 
H I - F I 

Quarterly Sale 

Exposure VII pre + XII psu 
Magnum Dynalab P 200 Pre 
dpa Enlightenment DAC 
Michaelson Audio Odyseus 
Arcam Delta I I 0 pre amp 
McCormak Line Drive 
Audio Refinement Pre S "new" 

1$1™thismonth 
POWER AMPLIFIERS 
Linn Klimax SOO Solo (4) 
Mark Levinson 331 
Musical Fidelicy NuVista 300 
Boulder 500 AE 

PRE AMPLIFIERS 
Audio Research LS2B 
Musical Fidelicy NuVista 

H O M E  
C I N EMA 

items 
Our 

Price 

£450.00 
£69S.OO 
£29S.OO 
£495.00 
£29S.OO 
£395.00 
£39S.OO 

Original 
Retail Price 

£I ,200.00 
£1,900.00 
£ -
£1,500.00 
£7SO.OO 
£995.00 
£89S.OO 

£399S.OO each£6,000.00 
£2,2SO.OO £4,500.00 
£2,69S.OO £3,300.00 
£2,49S.00 £S,SOO.OO 

£I ,29S.00 £ -
£995.00 £I ,200.00 

£6,995.00 £19,000.00 
£9,99S.OO £ 17,000.00 

CD PLAYERS & DACS/DVD PLAYERS 
Linn Sondec CD 12 £7,995.00 £ 12,000.00 
AV COMPONENTS 
Linn 5 I 03 System Controller 

•t-MP!amplifiers 
Musical Fidelity P270 mk II 
Bel Canto Evo 4 
ES Lab DX-54 
AVI S2000A Amp 
Roksan L2/S I Pre/ Power 

Krell KAV 250A 
Krell KSA BOB 
Roksan Caspian Integrated 

Roksan Caspian Power 
Quad 33/ 303 
Krell FPB 600c 
Krell FPB 700cx 
Krell FPB 400 ex 
Nairn Nait 3 
Rowland Model 12 (4 chassis) f.S'l.aa

b
ob�

-
raonoblocks "new" 

Plinius 8200P 
Krell FPB 200 
Krell FPB 600 
Plinius SA I 02 "new" 
Musical Fidelity P 180 �

r
u��� FJds��� CRPS 

JaJs Defy 7 mk Ill 
linn Bass Active Card 
Gamut 0200 "new" 

��d:�a ::�����lo�! 5s I OOO mk Ill monos 
Krell MDA 300 
Cary SLA 70 mk II Silver 

Linn Klassik CD/Amp silver 
Boulder I 060 Power "new" 
Primare 30.1 mk II I ntegrated 
YBA Passion Stereo "new" 
Plinius 250 mk IV "new" 

llilcomponents 
AV COMPONENTS 
Parasound 2205 - 5 Channel 
Lexicon MCI 
Lexicon MC8 Processor 
kiMi2o�n�i DVD Player 
Primare P30 Processor 
Linn Klassik DVD 
Lexicon MC l 2  / MC l 2B 
Loewe X emix DVD "new" 

PLASMAS/LCD/PROJECTORS 
From NEC/ Panasonic/Pioneer/Sharp from 

���C:;��i;����Pt�C\l�col,?0��(Sanyo 

'H'damplifiers 
Musical Fidelicy MVT Pre 
Electrocompaniet EC4.6 + Remote 
Conrad Johnson PV I 0 
Audio Research LS25 mk II 
YBA 2a Line 
Tom Evans The Vibe Pre 
Krell KRC 
Chord DSC 1600E (dac/pre) 
Audio Research LS3 
Musical Fidelity F22 �1 s�m8�PR��o��e fr�e 

x-dem 
Bo:J'der 1012 (pre amp/ 24.96 dac/ Phono) 

£2,395.00 £3,285.00 

£59S.OO 
£On Dern 
£I ,39S.OO 
£69S.OO 
£995.00 
£ 1,795.00 
£I ,39S.OO 
£On Dern 
£On Dern 
£29S.OO 

£ -
£3,89S.00 
£2,000.00 
£1,400.00 
£2,SOO.OO 
£3.6SO.OO 
£3,600.00 
£895.00 
£64S.OO 

£6,SOO.OO £ 14,000.00 
£I I ,99S.OO £I S,000.00 
£9,600.00 £ 12,000.00 
£42S.OO * £608.00 
£8,99S.OO £I 4,S00.00 
£4,99S.OO £8.2SO.OO 
£On Dern £2,99S.OO 
£On Dern £I ,SS0.00 
£3,99S.OO £8.000.00 
£S,99S.OO £ 12,998.00 
£On Dern £3,7SO.OO 
£39S.OO £900.00 
£39S.OO £900.00 
£On Dern £2,3SO.OO 
£2,7SO.OO £6,000.00 
£69.00 £ 120.00 
£On Dern £3,2SO.OO 
£99S.OO £2,SOO.OO 
£99S.OO £3,000.00 
£4,99S.OO £ 12,000.00 
£I ,29S.OO £2.2SO.OO 
£89S.OO £ 1,030.00 
£On Dern £ 16,SOO.OO 
£I .3SO.OO £I .S00.00 
£3,99S.OO £S,995.00 
£On Dern £6,3SO.OO 

£179S.00 £3000.00 
£1,99S.OO £5,SOO.OO 
£On Dern £S,OOO.OO 
£On Dern £2,300.00 
£7,500.00 £9,000.00 
£1,295.00 £2,000.00 
£On Dern £2,000.00 
£On Dern £8100.00/ 

£8900.00 
£On Dern £49S.OO 

£4000.00 POA 
POA 

£4.99S.OO 

£295.00 £ -
£795.00 £1,800.00 
£495.00 £ 1,200.00 
£4.2SO.OO £S,995.00 
£1,295.00 £I ,99S.OO 
£On Dern £2.700.00 
£2,495.00 £6,949.00 
£3,250.00 £6,SOO.OO 
£89S.OO £ 1,997.00 
£695.00 £1,500.00 
£395.00 £800.00 
£1,49S.OO £2,794.00 
£On Dern £13,000.00 

MULTIR O O M  
IN S TALL 

B U Y/S EL L 

YBA Passion Pre (inc Phono) 
Boulder 20 I 0 Pre 
Plinius I 6L "new" 
CAT. ultimate reference Pre Amp lnc/Phono "new" 

Qualit speakers 
Proac Ref 125 Yew 
Proac CC I Centre 
2 x Proac E R  I Sub 
SO Acoustics SO I 
B & W Nautilus 800 
Dynaudio Audience 50 
IM Lab Nova Utopia 
'Heybrook Sextet (new drivers) 
Revel Ultima Studio 
AT C SCM I 0 Passive Black 
IM Lab Alto Utopia BE 
Wilson Witt mk I 
JM Lab Utopia 
ClaraVox Magnifica (Final Offer) 
IM Lab Micro Utopia + Stand 
'Reference 3A 
Audio Physic Spark 
Talon Kite Centre & Bracket 
Ensemble PA I 
Audio Physic Caldera 
Aerial Acoustic SW I 2 Sub Woofer, Maple/remote 
Mirage M3 si 

Linn l<abers (Active) 
Rei Q 200 E 
Rei Q ISO E 
Audio Physic Luna Sub (wood) 
Audio Physic Yara 
Vienna Acoustics Mahler 
Vienna Acoustics Mozart 
Vienna Acoustics 5. I 
Cabasse io S. I 
JM Lab Sib & Cub (S. I spk %') 
'Blue Room Minipod White 
Blue Room Minipod £ Sub lue) 
Blue Room Minipod Sub 
Genelec 205 Active Monitors 

Audio Physic Virgo Ill "new" 
Audio Physic Tempo I ll "new" 
Nairn SBl's 
Rogers LSSS "new" 

C:C>players 

Linn CD l 2  
Linn UNIDISK I .  I 

Linn Karik/ Numerik 
Teac VRDS7 
Pink Triangle Da C�po 1307 
Micromega Micro Drive/ dac 
Chord SF'M I 600E Dae/ Pre 
Krell KPS 25sc 24/96 
�h�:;n

o';:;�;� �a�c Illa 
Trichord PD-S 503 
Pink Triangle Ordinal 
YBA CD I Delta (Twin psu) 
Audio Synthesis DAX 
Mark Levinson 39 

DACS 

Marantz 17 Ki Si§ �lack & Gold) 
��f..Y�o

Mf6et� vo 

Audiomeca Damnation CD Transport 
Primare V20 DVD/CD 

Audio Aero 32/ I 92 Capitole CD (Ver. 4) 
Primare V2S CD/DVD 
�g��,:rr�O��nJac 

£3,995.00 £5,595.00 
£PO.A £30,000.00 
£On Dern £3,200.00 
£On Dern £5,750.00 

l I 29S.OO l 1700.00 
£595.00 £800.00 
£595.00 £1000.00 
£495.00 £1,650.00 
£7,995.00 £16,000.00 
£395.00 £S77.00 
£On Dern £ 19,999.00 
£495.00 £1,200.00 
£7,495.00 £ 13,000.00 
£495.00 £1,100.00 
£On Dern £9,999.00 
£3.750.00 £9.000.00 
£9.995.00 £ 18,000.00 
£2995.00 * £ 14,500.00 
£2.19S.OO £4,349.00 
£ 1,750.00 £2,250.00 
£I, 150.00 £ 1,795.00 
£795.00 £ 1,750.00 
£895.00 £2,000.00 
£4,995.00 £I 0,000.00 
£2,995.00 £5.200.00 
£1,595.00 £4.100.00 
£995.00 £2.500.00 
£On Dern £650.00 
£On Dern £SOO.OO 
£On Dern £ 1,799.00 
£On Dern £999.00 
£On Dern £6,000.00 
£On Dern £ 1,700.00 
£On Dern £3,SOO.OO 
£On Dern £2.170.00 
£On Dern £8S9.00 
£22S.OO £298.99 
£62S.OO £749.00 
£41 S.00 £468.99 
£On Dern £7SO.OO 
£On Dern £4.000.00 
£On Dern £2.000.00 
£99S.OO £2.225.00 
£260.00 £430.00 

£On Dern £ 12,000.00 
£On Dern £6,500.00 
£99S.00 * £3,300.00 
£39S.OO £ -
£69S.OO £ 1,400.00 
£995.00 £ -
£3.250.00 £6,SOO.OO 
£I 1,995.00 £23,498.00 
£On Dern £99S.OO 
£ 1495.00 * £3,495.00 
£29S.OO £500.00 
£295.00 £600.00 
£3,995.00 £5,500.00 
£I ,99S.00 £4,000.00 
£2,99S.OO £S,OOO.OO 
£59S.OO * £ 1,200.00 
£6SO.OO * £995.00 
£On Dern £2,200.00 
£750.00 £ 1,600.00 
£750.00 £ 1,000.00 
£On Dern £4,SOO.OO 
£On Dern £1,000.00 
£595.00 £ 1,295.00 
lP.O.A. £24,000.00 

T heta Data ll Transport AT +link £1,99S.OO £4,000.00 
Y BA CD lntegre "new" £On Dern £I, 195.00 

ttl!Mrlf'P'#!&a n a I o q u e 
Michell Orbe/VC/ RB300 £On Dern £2,3SO.OO 
Nakarnichi CR3 £495.00 £ -
Nakamichi CR4 £59S.OO l -
Proiect RPM 6 "new" £On Dern £500.00 
Pro[E>Ct RPM9/ arm £On Dern £I ,3S0.00 
VPITNT mk IV/ Rockport 6000/ Flywheel/VPI Stand/ Clearauudio 

Accurate/ Pump etc. "new" £8,SOO.OO £ 16,000.00 
Roksan Radius (Acrylic) "new" £On Dern £850.00 
Roksan Caspian Phono se £On Dern £950.00 
Ortofon Rohman (2 hrs) £850.00 £ 1,050.00 

Lorricraft record cleaning machine £On Dern £I, I 00.00 
Tara Labs T he One Balanced Im £999.00 £2,2SO.OO 
Earmax Pro £On Dern £42S.OO 
Revox B l 60 Tuner £4SO.OO £99S.OO p��c�

0
7��'?.�

e
�?ld (original Garrott Brothers) Z I ���f.8 o z 11i,�3�e6b 

Moth Record Cleaning m/c £39S.OO l -
Project RPM4/ Ortofon 510 "new" £245.00 £325.00 
Ortofon Rohmann £On Dern £I ,OS0.00 
Ortofon Kontrapunkt a/b "new" £On Dern B�8:88' 
Michell Gyro SE/ RB300 "new" £On Dern £I, I 00.00 
Audio Synthesis Phono Eq mm/me £49S.00 * £ -
�M���r�e��oA�,:\�-:..�p (dual mono) Head Amp WA8i� z: :��g gg 
� irn�u

T;if�����o 
E.����.u z�� ·g�m Z2.7so 00 

Nackamichi DR 3 £ 195.00 £400.00 
Tom Evans - T he Groove "new" £On Dern £ 1,795.00 
Clear Audio Reference Mc phono stage X-demo £I ,695.00 £2,06S.OO 
Rega Planer 3 +Hi Fi News Out Board F'ower Supply £320.00 £423.00 
Clear Audio Symphono phono sta�e X-demo MM/MC £640.00 £740.00 
Lavardin Reference Phono "new' £On Dern £2.500.00 
* Reduced this month 

te1:020 
f a x:020 

8392 1959�020 8392 1963 
8392 1994 �info@choice-hifi.com 

Open from IOam to 6pm Mon-Sat and other times by appointment. 
Buy, sell, e x change quality hi-fi equipment. 

We accept all major credit cards. Finance available subject to status 



Dealer Guide [Classified] 

HI-FI CHOICE WEB WATCH 

BRISTOL 

-V'aZLdio 
Hi-Fi Consultants 

Home demonstrations and honest advice a speciality. 
using specially selected equipment from 

AVI, ATC, AUDIO ANALOGUE, ALR JORDAN, ALON, ELECTROCOMPANIET, 

HEYBROOK, RUARK, SHEARNE, OPERA, ORACLE, MICHELL, MARK LE VINSON ctc. 
Home cinema on demonstration using: 

SONY, NAKAMJCHI, HARMAN-KARDON, DAVIS, 

SIM2, STEWART SCREENS, JAMBO, TRIANGLE, ctc. 
Please ring for an appointment 

36 Druid Hill, Stoke Bishop, Bristol BS9 lEJ. 
Tel: 0117 968 6005 
www.vaudio.co.uk 

DERBY 

IAN HARRISON HIFI � 
TRADE IN YOUR OLD MOVING COIL CARTRIDGE AND SAVE UP TO 60% OFF A NEW ONE 

PLEASE PHONE OR WRITE FOR SALE PRICES 
BLACK RHODIUM, STAX, HALCRO, ALOIA, EPOS, OPTIMUM, SOUND ORGANISATION, TOM EVANS, 

THULE, SHUN, MOOK, ASH DESIGN, SHURE, ALPHASON, TRANSPARENT, CABASSE, HADCOCK, NAD, 
TASCAM, MICHELL, CLEARAUDIO, DENON, TRANSFIGURATION, KOETSU, SUMIKO, ORTOFON, 

SOUTHER, GRAHAM. E.A.R/YOSHINO, CONVERGENT AUDIO TECHNOLOGY, HARBETH, NOR DOST, 
SONY, SENNHEISER, GRADO, RESON, GOLDRING, OED, ARGENTO AUDIO, DECCA, MOTH, CREEK, 

AUDIO TECHNICA, APOLLO, SOUNDSTYLE, DYNAVECTOR, ELAC, GAMUT 
All goods are brand new & boxed with full U.K. guarantees. 

No ex-dem or ex-display equipment. No grey imports. Delivery is free (U.K. only}. 
Goods are not supplied on approval. Sorry, no general catalogue. 

Please phone or write for specific details. 

MAIL ORDER ONLY FROM; 
7 MILL HILL, REPTON, DERBY, DE65 6GQ. U.K. 

TEL: 01283 702875 9AM·9PM INCLUDING SUNDAYS 

WEB WATCH 

�� This Month's Hot Deals 

LONDON 

Sro1m1m: INFOCUIP OJICTOil 

Avio Tu�NIABUS lJv1NG CONTROL 

ANTHONY GALLO JMl..ABS 

AuOIOOEST LEXICON 

• 8osTONAcOUITICI i.'1 
CHo�o EuCTRONKS Mus1CAL F1omTY 

seemo and heaoog IS believing �:PER ScREENS 

�
A

�NITOR AuDIO 

us - m c · ��: ::.���g;� 
ExPOSUif NORDOST 

FT:�:::1�:::g��� FUJITSU 0RJOFON 

HnACHI PROJHT 

PiOAC 

PRIMARI 

OuAORASPIRE 

RElACOLISTl(S 

ROKSAN 

RUARK 

STANOUNIOU! 

h.NNOY 

VIENNA ACOUSTICS 

VAN Orn HuL 

ondmonymore 
Specialist in audio and visual entertainment systems 

from the world's best manufacturer's 
the AUDIO.VISUAL lounge, 
135-137 Commercial Street, London El 6BL 

Tel: 020 7375 3691 Fax: 020 73771756 
Email: inlo@theavlounge.com 

SCOTLAND 

SURREY 
OTHER BRANDS INCLUDE ARCAM, CABLE 
TALK, DENON, DUAL, JAMO, KENWOOD, 
MARANTZ. NAD, PIONEER, QED, QUAD, 
SENNHElSER, SONY, TANNOY, TARGET, 

TECHNlCS, THORENS, YAMAHA. 





[Classified] Dealer Directory 

DIRECTORY 
Choosing a good hi·fi dealer is the most 
vital step in acquiring the system that is 
right for you. This unique directory gives 
full information on dealers able to help in 
your area. 

BATH/ BRISTOL 

THE RIGHT NOTE, tel: 01225 874728. Give 
your ears a new reference point for the best 
sounds at any price. Forget reviews and trying 
to put together a system like a patchwork 
quilt with the 'best' bits around. It's our job to 
do the assessing, you judge the results. Come 
here, or we'll come to you, and plan a system 
for the future, even if you spread the 
purchases. Leave "upgrade-itis" behind, save 
money and enjoy music. Just listen, and you'll 
know. CD: Accuphase, Advantage, Audio 
Synthesis, Balanced Audio Technology, dCS 
(Elgar etc), Meracus, Pass, Sugden, Wadia. 
Vinyl: Audio Synthesis, Basis, Clearaudio, 
DNM, Graham, (The) Groove, Lehmann 
(Black Cube), Michell, Sumiko, Transfiguration. 
Amps: Accuphase, Advantage, Balanced 
Audio Technology, CAT, DNM, Gamut, Lumley, 
Meracus, Michell, Nagra, Pass, Sonneteer, 
Spectral, Sugden. Speakers Audio Physic, 
BKS, Ethos, Harbeth, Lumley, Magneplanar, 
NEAT, Totem, Verity Audio. Tuners: 
Accuphase, Magnum Dynalab. Cables: 
Argento, Chord Co, DNM, Hovland, Nordost, 
Soniclink, Siltech, Yamamura Churchill. 
Mains: Accuphase. 

BEDFORDSHIRE 

RICHARDS AUDIO VISUAL, 4 Greyfriars, 
Bedford MK40 l HP. Tel: 01234 365165. 
Email: richavbed@aol.com. FRIENDLY 
PERSONAL SERVICE. MULTI-ROOM HOME 
INSTALL SPECIALISTS. FREE HOME SURVEYS. 
Stockists of Arcam FMJ, Audioquest, B&W, 
Bose, Cabletalk, Cyrus, Denon, Marantz, 
Mission, Moth, Optimum, Ortofon, Pioneer, 
Pro-Ject, QED, REL, Ratel, Ruark, Sennheiser, 
Soundstyle, Stands Unique, Talk Electronics, 
Tanney, Target, Teac, Van den Hui, Yamaha 
and more. Listening room. 0% FINANCE. 
Open 6 days 9.30-5.30. CAR PARK AT REAR 
OF SHOP. 

BIRMINGHAM 

SOUND ACADEMY, lll The Parade, Sutton 
Coldfield, Birmingham B72 l PU. Tel: 0121 
321 2445. Audio equipment from leading 

and specialist brands, with 3 demo floors, 
home trials, home cinema with instore demo 
theatre, evening demos by appointment. In 
house service dept. Mail order avail. lnt. free 
credit subject to status.Open 6 days 9am -
6pm. Late night Friday. Expert advice, cable 
dressing and free installation. Also at 152a 
High Street, Bloxwich, Nr Walsall, W 
Midlands. Tel: 01922 493499/ 473499. 

[;f!Jj}'.!1 

CHESHIRE 

ACOUSTICA, 17 Hoole Rd, Chester CH2 
3NH. www.acoustica.co.uk. Tel: 01244 
344227. All that's best in Hi-Fi and Home 
Cinema from quality manufacturers including 
Nairn, Rega, Bowers & Wilkins, Sugden, 
Musical Fidelity, Rotel, Primare, Teac, Harman 
Kardon, JM Lab, Spender, Quadraspire, Royd, 
Michell, Sonus Faber, SIM/Seleco Projectors & 
Yamaha. We offer friendly, helpful advice, 
interest-free credit and trade-in facilities, and 
deliver and install systems through Cheshire, 
Merseyside and North Wales. Open Tues. -
Sat. 10-5.30, evenings by arrangement. 

AUDIO COUNSEL, 26 High Street, Cheadle, 
Cheshire. Tel: 0161 491 6090, fax: 0161 491 
6990. Please see entry under Greater 
Manchester. 

DOUG BRADY Hl·FI, Kingsway Studios, 
Kingsway North, Warrington WAl 3NU. Tel: 
01925 828009. Email: doug.brady@ 
dougbradyhifi.com. Website: www.dougbrady 
hifi.com. For the widest range of high quality 
hi-fi in the Northwest. Family business est. 42 
years. 3 demo rooms, inc. home cinema, 
home trials; deliveries throughout NW; 
Mastercard, Visa, credit facilities. Open 10.30 
- 6. Send for free map. l�f!1j].!1 

ACTON GATE AUDIO, 4 Ruabon Rd., 
Wrexham. Tel: 01978 364500. Audio Visual 
specialists. AAD, Arcam, Audio Analogue, 
Bose, Celestion, Castle, Denon, Harman­
Kardon, Jama, JBL, Marantz, Michell, Mission, 
Musical Fidelity, NAD, Onkyo, Pure Digital, 
Quad, REL, Roksan, Ruark, Tanney, Teac, UKD, 
Unico, Vibe, Yamaha. Demonstration room, 

Members of the British Audio Dealers 

Association are able to offer: 

•Two year guarantee, transferable to 
another BADA dealer should the pur 
chaser move more than 30 miles 
from his/her original address 

e low cost five year guarantee option 
•proper demonstration facilities 
•seven day exchange or refund 

scheme if the deale� s advice is taken 
on product selection 

•fully guaranteed service work 
•customer complaints procedure in the 

event of problems 

For more Information contact 

BADAon 

11" 020 7226 4044 

.,a��.�!?,8 
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installation service. Easy parking and 
motorway access. Mastercard, Visa etc. 

THE AUDIO WORKS, 14 Stockport Road, 
Cheadle, Cheshire SK8 2AA. 
www.theaudioworks.co.uk. Email: 
larry@theaudioworks.co.uk. Tel: 0161 428 
7887. Stockists of Spectral, Accuphase, DCS, 
Sugden, Creek, Epos, Mark Levinson, Roksan, 
Musical Fidelity, Focal JM Lab, MusicWorks, 
Monitor Audio and Quadraspire. Loewe TV, 

Plasma & Projector systems. Hi-Fi and Home 
Cinema demonstration rooms. All major credit 
cards accepted, interest free credit available. 

THE HI-FI SHOWROOMS, 12A West Str, off 
West St Car Park, Congleton, Cheshire. Tel: 
01260 280017. E-mail: 
mail@hifishowrooms.co.uk. Web site: hifishow 
rooms.co.uk. Nairn Audio, Audiolab, Rega, 
REL, Arcam, Technics, KEF, NAD, Harman­
Kardon, Yamaha, Ratel, Lexicon, RCF, 
Millennium, NHT. JBL, Onkyo, Sony, Marantz, 
Toshiba, Panasonic, Ruark, Jamo, Celestion, 
Qed, Teac, Castle. Front and rear projection 
systems, 3 demonstration rooms, l A/V with 
8ft screen, customer car park. The North 
West's Premier Audio Visual Specialist. 
Mastercard, Visa, Amex, JCB. 9.15-5:30, 
Closed Sun/Mon. 

COUNTY DURHAM 

MUSIC MATTERS, 17 Coniscliffe Road, 
Darlington, County Durham DL3 7EE. Tel: 
01325 481 418. Tues - Sat 10.00-5.30 Weds 
10.00-6.30 lif.:.W.!1 

DORSET 

MOVEMENT AUDIO, 588 Ashley Road, 
Parkstone, Poole. Tel: 01202 
730865/380018. www.movement­
audio.co.uk. Arcam, Audio Vector, B&W, 
Castle, Chord Electronics, Cyrus, Denon, 
Densen, Lavardin, Marantz, Mission (inc. FS 
series), NAD, Pioneer, Roksan, REL, Ratel, 
Tanney (inc. Dimension), Yamaha. 3 demo 
rooms, Hi Fi and Home Cinema specialists, 
easy parking on site, high quality used 
equipment, massive range of audio and 
video leads and connectors etc. Credit 
facilities. Open Tues-Sat 10-5.30. � 

MOVEMENT AUDIO, 926 Wimborne Road, 
Moordown, Bournemouth, Dorset. Tel: 
01202 529988/ 520066. www.movement­
audio.co.uk. Arcam, B&W, Celestion, Denon, 
KEF, Marantz, Michell, Musical Fidelity, NAD, 
Opera, Pioneer, Project, Quad, REL, Roksan, 
Ratel, Tanney, Teac, Yamaha. Home cinema 
and Hi Fi specialists, full demo facilities, 
friendly expert advice, home demo and 
installation, easy parking, credit facilities, 
Visa/Mastercard. Open Tues-Sat 9.30-5.30. 

� 

WEYMOUTH HI-FI, 33-35 Maiden Street, 
Weymouth. Tel: 01305 785729/766345. 
www.movement-audio.co.uk. Arcam, B&W, 
Castle, Celestion, Denon, KEF, Meridian, 

Mission, Musical Fidelity, Panasonic, Pioneer, 
Project, Quad, Ratel, Technics, Yamaha plus 
large range of PA and DJ audio and lighting, 
multi room and commercial installation 
specialists, Home Cinema and DVD, 
Projection TV and plasma, 2 demo rooms, 
credit facilities, Visa/ Mastercard. Open Mon­
Sat 9.30-5.30 ID'..:.tm1 

HEREFORDSHIRE 

ENGLISH AUDIO, 37 Whitecross Road, 
Hereford HR4 ODE. Tel: 01432 355081. 
www.englishaudio.co.uk. Acoustic Energy, 
Arcam, ATC, B&W, Castle, Cyrus, Denon, Elac, 
Exposure, JM Lab, KEF, Loewe, Marantz, 
Mission, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Nairn, Pink 
Triangle, Pioneer, Primaire, Pro-ject, REL, Ratel, 
Ruark, Stax, Tanney, Teac, Tivoli, Vienna 
Acoustics, Wharfedale, Yamaha and others. 
Single speaker demo room. Home trial. Free 
install. Service dept. Mastercard, Visa, Credit 
arranged. Open Mon-Sat 9.30am-5.30pm. 

ID'..:.l!E.1 

HERTFORDSHIRE 

THE AUDIO FILE, 27 Hockerill St, Bishops 
Stortford, Herts CM23 2DH. Tel: 01279 
506576. 9-5:30 open 6 days, 9-8pm 
Thursdays. Absolute Sounds, Acoustic Energy, 
Arcam, Bose, B & W Nautilus, Cyrus, Denon, 
KEF, Linn, Loewe, Marantz, Mission, Miller & 
Kreisel, Nairn, Onkyo, Pioneer, ProAc, QED, 
Rega, Sony, Tag Mclaren, Yamaha. 0% credit. 
Web site: www.audiofile.co.uk � 

KENT 

JOHN MARLEY HI-FI CENTRES LTD, 
DOVER Hi-Fi, 43 High Street, Dover. Tel: 
01304 207562. Acoustic Energy, Musical 
Fidelity, Monitor Audio, NAD, Pioneer, Pro­
Ject, Roksan, Ratel, Tanney, Technics, Yamaha. 
A/V demo room. Full service department. 
Open Mon-Sat 9-5. Closed Wednesdays. 
Credit facilities, major credit cards accepted. 
Established 30 years. Expert advice. Friendly 
service. 

LANCASHIRE 

ADVENTURES IN HI-FI, 5 Bishopsgate, off 
Hallgate, Wigan WNl l NL Tel: 01942 
234202. For the best hi-fi and home cinema 
products from quality manufacturers 
including B&W, Royd, Bryston, Neat, 
Michelle, Nairn, Rega, Cyrus, NAD, KEF, 
Denon, Dynavector, Shahinian, JM Lab, PMC, 
Project, Quadraspire. We offer friendly advice, 
excellent demonstration facilities, 0% finance, 
free delivery and installation throughout the 
North West. Opening hours 10.00 - 5.30 
Tuesday to Saturday, evenings by 
appointment. 

DOUG BRADY HI-FI, Kingsway Studios, 
Kingsway North, Warrington WA l 3NU. Tel: 
01925 828009. Email: doug.brady@ 
dougbradyhifi.com. Website: www.dougbrady 
hifi.com. See our main entry under Cheshire. 

� 



LEICESTERSHIRE 

LEICESTER HI-FI CO, St Martins Square 

Leicester LEl SEW. Tel: 0116 253 9753 Fax: 

0116 262 6097 Website: 

www.leicesterhifi.co.uk Email: 

info@leicesterhifi.co uk Acoustic Energy, 

Arcam, Atacama, B&W/Nautilus, Bryston, 

Celestion, Chord Electronics, Creek, Crimson, 

Cyrus, Denon, Greig, I K Loudspeakers, 

Marantz, Michell, Mission, Mordaunt-Short, 

Musical Fidelity, NAO, Optimum, Pioneer, 

Plasma T V, Projectors, ProAc, Project, Pure, 

Quad, Rotel, Roksan, Tag Mclaren, Yamaha, 

and more. 4 Listening areas/rooms over 3 

floors. We can Demonstrate, Deliver and 

Install. Hi/A/V/Multi-room/Custom 

Installation/Design DAB radio specialists. 

Bargain Bin on Website. Open Mon-Sat 9.30-

S .3 0 ID'.:.ID..:.1 

LINCOLNSHIRE 

STAMFORD HI-FI, 9 Red Lion Square, 

Stamford, Lines PE9 2AJ. Tel: 01780 762128. 

Aiwa, Denon, KEF, Kenwood, Marantz, 

Mission, NAO, Pioneer, Quad, Technics, 

Yamaha, plus all major speaker 

manufacturers. Expert advice, comparator 

demonstrations on two floors, part exchange, 

Hi-Fi purchased for cash. No appointments 

necessary, home trial facilities, free 

installation, service department. Mastercard, 

Visa & credit charge, finance available. Mon­

Sat 9-5.30pm, closed Thursdays. 

LONDON 

CORNFLAKE.CO.UK, 37 Windmill Street, 

London WlT 2JU. Tel: 020 7631 0472, fax: 

020 7436 7165. E-mail: help@ 

cornflake.co.uk. Open Tues-Sat 10-6, Thurs 10-

7. The specialists in high quality sound, be it 

for one room or many more. They offer 

friendly advice, and a full delivery and 

installation service is available. Two listening 

rooms with full A/V facilities demonstrating 

Arcam, ATC, AVI, Barco, Bryston, Dynaudio, 

Mark Levinson, Nairn, Origin Live, Proceed, 

PMC, Rega, Royd, Yamaha and more. Service 

department. Amex, Mastercard, Switch, Visa 

and worldwide mail order service. Still the 

coolest Hi-Fi shop in London. 

www.cornflake.co.uk. 

GRAHAMS HI-FI, Canonbury Yard, 190a 

New North Road, London Nl Tel: 020 7226 

5500. www.grahams.co.uk 'One of the S best 

hi-fi shops in the world'. Arcam, Linn, 

Meridian, Nairn, Rega, and more ... Home 

cinema and whole house custom installed 

solutions. Free parking, 4 demo rooms, service 

dept, open Tues-Sat. Ring for appointment. 

r:BiB 

ORANGES & LEMONS, 61-63 Webbs Road, 

Battersea SWll. Tel: 020 7924 2040. Juicy 

fruit from London's newest, freshest hi­

fi/home cinema retailer. Telephone for 

demonstrations or just pop in. All the usual, 

ie friendly and efficient service, free home 

installation, credit cards, 0% finance 
available, plus all the very best from: Arcam, 

Cable Talk, Chord Co, Demion, Denon 
Lifestyle, Epos, NAO, Nairn, Neat, OED 
Multiroom, Quad, Rega, Roksan, Rotel, Royd, 

Ruark, Soundstyle, Stands Unique, Wilson 
Benesch, Yamaha with more to come. The 

innovative Audiovisual retailer. � 

GREATER MANCHESTER 

AUDIO COUNSEL, 12-14 Shaw Road, 

Oldham Oll 3 LQ. Tel: 0161 633 2602, fax: 

0161 633 2S02. wwwaudio-counsel.co.uk. 

Stockists of Arcam, Rega, Nairn, Rotel, Royd, 
Denon, Yamaha, Quad, B&W, NAO and more. 

Agencies to Fugitsu, Sanyo and Sellec. We 

offer extensive knowledge and experience 
with high quality demo rooms for both Hi-Fi 
and AV. After sales service includes free 

installation. Major credit cards accepted and 

interest free credit available. Open Tuesday­

Saturday 10-5:30, 8pm on Thurs. 

DOUG BRADY Hl·FI, Kingsway Studios, 

Kingsway North, Warrington WAl 3NU. Tel: 

0192S 828009. Email: doug.brady@ 

dougbradyhifi.com. Website: www.dougbrady 

hifi.com. See our main entry under Cheshire. 
ID'!lil'!l 

ADVENTURES IN HI-FI, 5 Bishopsgate, off 

Hallgate, Wigan WNl 1 NL. Tel: 01942 

234202. See main entry under Lancashire. 

MERSEYSIDE 

ACOUSTICA, 17 Hoole Rd, Chester CH2 

3NH. Tel: 01244 344227. See our main entry 

under Cheshire. 

DOUG BRADY HI-FI, Kingsway Studios, 
Kingsway North, Warrington WA l 3NU. Tel: 
01925 828009. Email doug.brady@ 
dougbradyhifi.com. Website: www.dougbrady 

hifi.com. See our main entry under Cheshire. 
m.:.ID!J 

MIDDLESEX 

MUSIC MATTERS, 344 Uxbridge Road, 

Hatchend, Middlesex HAS 4HR. Tel: 020 

8420 1925. Arcam, Audio Research, B & W, 

Castle, Celestion, Chord, Cyrus, Denon, 
Dynaudio, Jamo, KEF, Krell, Marantz, Martin 
Logan, Meridan, Michel, Mission, Monitor 
Audio, Musical Fidelity, Nairn, Panasonic, 
Pioneer, ProAc, Project, Quad, REL, Rotel, 
Ruark, Sennheiser, SME, Sonus Faber, Tag 

Mclaren, Tannoy, TEAC, Technics, Theta, 

Yamaha. Excellent demonstration and home 
trial facilities. Free installation. Customised 

Dealer Directory [Classified] 

multi-room systems. All major credit cards 

accepted. Full credit facilities available. Tues -

Sat 10.00-S.30, Weds 10.00-6.30. l;J!HJ!l 

WEST MIDLANDS 

SOUND ACADEMY, 152a High Street, 

Bloxwich, Nr Walsall, W Midlands. Tel: 01922 
493499/ 473499. Audio equipment from 

leading and specialist brands, with 3 demo 
floors, home trials, home cinema with instore 
demo theatre, evening demos by 

appointment. In house service dept. Mail 
order avail. lnt. free credit subject to 

status.Open 6 days 9am - 6pm. Late night 

Friday. Expert advice, cable dressing and free 

installation. Also at lll The Parade, Sutton 

Coldfield, Birmingham B72 l PU. Tel: 0121 
321 2445. 13'!01!1 

MUSIC MATTERS, 363 Hagley Road, 

Edgbaston, Birmingham Bl7 SDL. Tel: 0121 
429 2811. Arcam, Audio Research, B & W, 

Castle, Celestion, Chord, Cyrus, Denon, 

Dynaudio, Jamo, KEF, Krell, Marantz, Martin 
Logan, Meridan, Michel, Mission, Monitor 

Audio, Musical Fidelity, Panasonic, Pioneer, 

ProAc, Project, Quad, REL, Rotel, Ruark, 

Sennheiser, SME, Sonus Faber, Tag Mclaren, 

Tannoy, TEAC, Technics, Theta, Yamaha. 

Excellent demonstration and home trial 

facilities. Free installation. Customised multi­

room systems. All major credit cards accepted. 
Full credit facilities available. Tues - Sat 

10.00-S.30, Weds 10.00-6.30 1=1!11!1!1 

MUSIC MATTERS, Hobbs Moat Road, 
Solihull, W. Midlands 892 SJL. Tel: 0121 742 
0254. Tues - Sat 10.00-5.30 Weds 10.00-
6.30 l:J!1•J!1 

MUSIC MATTERS, 9 Market Street, 

Stourbridge, W. Midlands BYS lAB. Tel: 

01384 444184. Tues - Sat 10.00-5.30 Weds 
10.00-6.3 o llY!ID!J 

MUSIC MATTERS, 10 Boldmere Road, 
Sutton Coldfield, W. Midlands B73 SOT Tel: 
0121 3S4 2311. Tues - Sat 10.00-5.30 Weds 

10 .00-6 .3 0 ID'.i.Il1Z1 

ACOUSTICA, 114 Wolverhampton Road, 
Stafford ST17 4AH. Tel: 01785 258216. See 

our main entry under Cheshire. 

NORFOLK 

BASICALLY SOUND, The Old School, School 
Rd, Bracon Ash, Norwich NR14 8HG. Tel 
01508 S70829. Audio Analogue, Bayer, 
Bryston, Cabletalk, Chord Co , Creek, Opera 
Speakers, Denon, Dynavector, Epos, Grado, 

Heybrook, Nairn, Opera, ProAc, PMC, Sound 
Organisation, Rega, Royd, Soundstyle, Teac, 
etc. 2 comprehensive demo rooms. Home 

trial. Free installation. Visa, Mastercard, HP 

facilities. 0% Finance. Tues-Fri 9.30-1, 2-5.30. 

All day Sat. l:JJ•J!l 

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 

DEFINITIVE AUDIO Maybe it's time to 

graduate, both from the high street and from 

conventional hi-fi. We offer you a far more 

sensitive and sophisticated way of choosing a 

beautiful sound for your home. Our premises 

are located at Junction 25 on the Ml 

motorway where we work by appointment. 

Our approach is specialised and focused, as is 

our product range. We have been importing, 

exporting, designing and manufacturing high­

end, 2-channel audio for the past 15 years. If 

you would like to move your listening 

experience up several gears call us for a chat. 

Living Voice, Vitavox, Border Patrol, Sugden, 

Monarchy, Kuzma, Benz-Micro,VPI, SME, Van 

den Hui, Avid, Nottingham Analogue, Tom 

Evans, Reson, Electrofluidics, & Western 

Electric. Tel: OllS 9733222 Fax: 0115 

9733666 Email: shout@definitiveaudio.co.uk. 

NOmNGHAM HI-FI CENTRE, 120-122 

Alfreton Road, Nottingham. Tel: 011 S 978 

6919. www.nottinghamhifi.co.uk. We are the 

area's leading specialists. Relax in our superb 

demonstration rooms and enjoy the very best 

in Hi-Fi, multi-room and home cinema 

solutions. Our outstanding customer service 

means a two-year parts and labour guarantee, 

an on-site service department and a full 

delivery and installation service. Home trials 

and free easy parking are also available. 

Established in 1968, we have been giving 

sound advice for over 30 years. Open Mon-

Sat 9 - 5.30. l:JJil'!l 

OXFORDSHIRE 

ASnEY AUDIO LTD, 3 Marketplace, 

Wallingford OXlO DEG. Tel: 01491 839305, 

fax: 01491 82S024. Founded 197S. Great 

deals on B&W, Denon, KEF, Marantz, Mission, 

Panasonic, Pioneer, Project, Sony, Technics, 

Yamaha. Home trial, installation and delivery 

service. Service dept on site. 2 yr guarantee 

on most products. Interest free credit on 

selected items. l home cinema room, 2 

listening rooms. Mastercard, Visa, Amex, 

Diners. Instant credit. Tues-Fri 9-5.30, Sat 9-5. 

CDs and DVDs stocked. 

OVERTURE HI-FI, 3 Church Lane, Banbury 

OX16 SLR. Tel: 01295 272158. Arcam, Bose, 

Cura, Denon, Linn Products, Mission, Nairn 

Audio, Quad, Yamaha. For sensible unbiased 

advice, call Oxfordshire's audio experts. 

Superb demo facilities. Home cinema, 

multiroom & commercial installations. No 

appts nee, service dept, free install, home 

trial. Mastercard, Visa, instant credit. Mon-Fri 

10-6, Sat 9.30-5.30. ltl'!UJ'!l 
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SHROPSHIRE 

CREATIVE AUDIO, 9 Dogpole, Shrewsbury 
SYl 1 EN. Tel: 01743 235055. Email 
sales@creative-audio.co.uk, www.creative­
audio.co.uk. One of the largest ranges of 
quality Hi Fi/ Audio Visual equipment outside 
of London. Arcam, Ash, Atacama, Cabletalk, 
Celestion, Chord, Cura, Cyrus, Denon, Dual, 
Heybrock, KEF, Mission, Onkyo, Optimum, 
NAD, Nairn, QED, Quad, Rega, Soundstyle, 
Stands Unique, Teac, Wharfedale. Large 
selection of bargain special purchases 
available on most makes. Comfortable 
listening room, expert installation (including 
multiroom and DVD home cinema), free 2 & 
5 year warranties, selected used equipment, 
part-exchange welcome, specialist workshop 
facilities. Mastercard/Visa/Switch/Amex and 
low cost finance from £2 50 up to £ 15,000. 

SOMERSET 

MIKE MANNING AUDIO, 110 Middle 
Street, Yeovil, Somerset BA20 1 NE. Tel: 01935 
479351. 54 Bridge Street, Taunton. Tel: 
01823 325588. www.mikemanning 
audio.co.uk. The HiFi and A/V specialists. The 
best in HiFi from: Arcam, B&W, Castle, 
Denon, Densen, Heybrock, JM Lab, KEF, 
Loewe TV & Video, Marantz, Nairn Audio, 
NAD, Pioneer, PMC, Rega, Rotel, Royd, 
Shahinian, TDL, Teac. Dedicated listening 
lounge for relaxed and unpressured 
demonstrations. Home installations on most 
systems. Full seivice department. Mastercard, 
Visa, Instant Credit Closed Mondays 

STAFFORDSHIRE 

ACOUSTICA, 114 Wolverhampton Road, 
Stafford ST17 4AH. www.acoustica.co.uk Tel: 
01785 258215. All that's best in Hi -Fi and 
Home Cinema from quality manufacturers 
including Nairn, Rega, Bowers & Wilkins, 
Sugden, Musical Fidelity, Rotel, Primare, Teac, 
Harman Kardon, JM Lab, Michell, Ruark, Kef, 
NAD, Onkyo, SIM/Seleco Projectors, NEC 
Plasma & Yamaha. We offer friendly, helpful 
advice, interest -free credit and trade-in 
facilities, and deliver and install systems 
throughout Staffordshire and the Midlands. 
Opening hours Tues. - Sat. 10.30-5.00, 
evenings by arrangement. 

SUFFOLK 

EASTERN AUDIO, 41 Bramford Rd, Ipswich 
IPl 2LU. Tel: 01473 217217. Email: 
HiFi@eastem-audio.com Giving sound advice 
for over 2 5 years. Parking. Demo room. Lots 
of free advice. Arcam, Meridian, Denon, Quad, 
NAD, B&W, Celestion, Project, KEF, Castle, 
Technics, Top Tape, plus all the usual and 
unusual leads, cables, stands, racks, 
headphones, cartridges & styli etc. IIfJ�7!1 

STOWSOUNDS, Stone Farm, Borough Lane, 
Gt Finborough, Suffolk IP14 3AS. Tel 01449 
575050 Specialist Hi-Fi dealer with great 
products from Acoustic Solutions, Alchemist, 
Atacama, Audioquest, Beyer, Cable Talk, DPA, 
Electrocompaniet, Exposure, Grado, JM Labs, 
Kimber, Magna!, Neat, Nordost, OED, 
Soniclink, Sonneteer, Sound Organisation, 
Soundstyle, Stands Unique, Van den Hui, 
other makes and used equipment available, 
call us for more details. 

SURREY 

COSMIC HI-FI SUPERSTORE, (Est 1952) 
244-255 Station Road, Addlestone, Surrey 
KTlS 2PS, LARGE FREE CAR PARK Tel: 
(01932) 854522/ 832400/ 851753, Fax 
01932 832432. Open 7 Days a week, Mon­
Sat 9-5pm, Fri till 8pm, Sun 10-4pm. Fully 
equipped seivice department on site, Massive 
Showrooms. Available Brands Acoustic 
Energy, Alphason, Apollo, Arcam, Audio 
Quest, Cable Talk, Denon, Dual, Elac, Harman 
Kardon, Jamo, JBL, Marantz, Mission, NAD, 
Ortofon, Panasonic Plasma, Pioneer, Pro-Ject 
Turntables, Pure Digital, Quad, REL, Roksan, 
Sennheiser, Sonus Systems, Sony, Tanney, 
Technics, Thorens, Wharfedale, Yamaha Home 
cinema, Wide screen T V, Projection TV, 

Plasma & LCD T V. Interest free credit 
available. All major credit cards accepted. 
www.cosmicuk.com 

PJ HI-FI, 3 Bridge Street, Guildford GUl 4RY. 
Tel: 01483 504801 I 304755. Mon-Sat 9am-
5pm. Arcam, B&W, Denon, Linn, Meridian, 
Mission/Cyrus, Kef, Marantz, NAD, Pioneer, 
Primare, Proac, Quad, REL, Rega, Rotel, Tag 
Mclaren, Yamaha. Demo rooms for Hi­
Fi/home cinema, parking, delivery & 
installation. Seivice department on premises. 
Call now. l:J!1•J!1 

SUSSEX (EAST) 

THE POWERPLANT, 40 Church Rd , Hove , 
East Sussex, BN3 2FN. Fax: 01273 748419. E­
mail email@powerplant.co.uk Whatever your 
budget we can help you choose from our 
carefully selected range of today's finest hi-f i 
and home cinema equipment. Recommended 
agencies include Arcam, ATC, B&W, B&O, 
Cyrus, DEF Tech, I merge, Linn, Living Control, 
M&K, PMC, ProAc, QED Systemline, Rega, 
Revel, Seleco, Stewart, Tag Mclaren Audio, 
Yamaha. Excellent demonstration facilities, 
knowledgeable and friendly staff. Multiroom 
specialist, CEDIA member. Open Tues - Sat 
10.30 am- 5.30 pm. Late evenings by 
appointment. All major credit cards. Full 
credit facilities. IIl.i.DB 

SUSSEX (WEST) 

AUDIO DESIGNS, 25 High Street, East 
Grinstead, West Sussex RH 19 3AS. Tel 01342 
328065. www.audiodesigns.co.uk. Hi-Fi, 
home cinema & multiroom specialists. 
Authorised stockists of: Arcam (inc. FMJ, DIVA 
& Alpha), ASH, The Chord Company, Cyrus, 
KEF (inc. Reference), Linn (inc. CD12 & 
Klimax), Loewe (inc. Spherros), Mission, Nairn 
(inc CDS & NAPSOO), Pioneer, PMC, Primaire, 
ProAc, Project, QED, Quadraspire, Rei, Roksan, 
Rotel, Ruark, SIM2 (inc. DPL), Sennheiser, 
Soundstyle, Stands Unique, Tag Mclaren, 
TEAC & more. The LARGEST display of Hi-Fi 
furniture in the South. Probably the largest 
stock in the South, with three dedicated 
demonstration rooms together with a friendly 
team of staff and seivice facility, Finance 
available. 9.30-5.00 Tues-Sat. l:J!1!1!1 

BOWERS & WILKINS LTD, (Est 1945), 
Littlehampton Road, Worthing, (near Thomas 
a Becket) Tel: 01903 264141. E-mail 
sales@bowersand wilkins.co.uk. Web site: 
www.bowersandwilkins.co.uk. 1 minute from 
A24 & A27. Free local parking. Acoustic 
Energy, B&W, Denon, JBL, Marantz, NAD, 
Optimum, Philips, Tanney, Teac, Technics, and 

many more in 4 demo rooms. Systems, Hi-Fi 
and home cinema, DVD and projection TV 
Seivice dept, installations. Open 6 days a 
week. Mastercard, Visa, instant credit to 
£1,000 subject to status. 

AUDIO DESIGNS, 719 Park Place, Horsham, 
West Sussex, RH 12 1 DF (Next to Piries Place 
car park). Tel 01403 257755. 
www.audiodesigns.co.uk. See our main entry 
above under Sussex (West). l:Y!117!1 

WILTSHIRE 

SALISBURY HI-FI, 15 Catherine Street, 
Salisbury. Tel 01722 322169/330841. 
www.movement-audio.co.uk. Arcam, Audio 
Analogue, B&W, Celestion, Chord Company, 
Denon, Harmon Kardon, KEF, Marantz, 
Meridian (inc. Digital theatre), Mission, 
Michell, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Nordost, 
Opera, Project, QED, Rotel, REL, Teac, Yamaha. 
Home Cinema and Hi Fi specialists, multi 
room and commercial installation specialists, 
seivice dept. on site, high quality used 
equipment, projection TV and plasma. 2 
demo rooms, credit facilities, 
Visa/Mastercard. Open Mon-Sat 9.30-5.30. 

13'!1 •]!1 

YORKSHIRE (EAST) 

THE AUDIO ROOM, 2 George Street, 
Hedon, Hull, HU12 8JH. tel 01482 891375. 
www.theaudioroom.co.uk. The North Easts 
premier dealer. We have three stunning 
showrooms with a dedicated listening room 
and are authorised agents for Linn Products, 
Nairn Audio, Mark Levinson, Cyrus, Sugden, 
Rega, Audio Analogue, Unison Research, 
Graaf, Pathos, Rotel, B&W, JM Labs including 
Utopia, Proac, Spender, Base, Quadraspire, 
Hutter, Stands Unique, The Chord Company, 
Townsend lsolda, QED, Sumiko, Lyra, Ortofon, 
Stax, Grado and Loewe television and 
plasma.We are open Mon-Sat 9am-6pm (later 
by appointment).Credit facilities and home 
demonstrations available.Free and easy car 
parking as well as a relaxed and comfortable 
environment assured.The North Easts 
friendliest and most complete dealer. 

ZEN AUDIO, 35 George St, Hull HUl 3BA. 
Tel 01482 587397. Hull's best Hi-Fi store1 
From entry-level systems to high-end exotica. 
Friendly seivice, impartial advice, home 
demonstrations, free installations, car parking, 
and the best range of quality products 
including ... Audio Analogue, Acoustic Energy, 
Audio Note, Audion, Densen, Denon, 
Dynaudio, EAR, Graff, NAD, Nairn Audio, 
Musical Fidelity, Musical Technology, Michell, 
Pioneer, Pro-Ac, Rega, REL, Ruark, Sugden, 
Teac, Unison Research, Yamaha and many 
others. Open Mon-Sat. Instant credit facilities 
available. Feel free to call for more details. 

YORKSHIRE (SOUTH) 

DONCASTER 

THE HI-FI STUDIOS, The Long Barn, 
Wakefield Road, Hampole, Doncaster DN5 
7EU. Tel: 01302 727274/ 725550, fax 
01302 727274. Email: info@thehifistudios 
.freeserve.co.uk. Hi-Fi, home cinema and 
multi-room experts. Musical Fidelity, Tag 
Mclaren, Electrocompaniet, ProAc, Ruark, 
Castle, Teac, Unison Research, John Shearne, 
Impulse Horns, Monitor Audio, Harbeth, 

Alchemist, NAD, Michell Turntables, 
Nottingham Analogue Studios, Audio 
Analogue, Living Voice, Exposure, Densen, 
Lynwood Electronics, Celestion (A Series only), 
Opera, Trichord Research, Nordost, Stands 
Unique, Stax Electrostatics, Ortofon, Project, 
Gold ring, REL Subwoofers, Yamaha A/V, 
Proceed Digital Cinema, Tag Mclaren & 
Denon Home Cinema products, plus others. 
Viewing and demonstration by appointment. 
Home trials and free installation on hi-fi 
equipment. Mastercard, Credit card and 
finance facilities. Phone for more information. 
10am-6.30pm Tues-Fri, lOam-Spm Sat. 

_ 

Closed Sunday & Monday. r:T:.li1!1 

YORKSHIRE (WEST) 

AUDIO REFLECTIONS, Leeds, Tel: Simon 
Trickett 0113 3873509 or John Bleakley 0113 
2049458, Fax: 0113 2533098, Email: 
info@audioreflections.co.uk Providing the best 
Hi-Fi and AV products from the leading 
manufacturers. Audionet, Audio Synthesis, 
ATC, AVI, Ayre, Bryston, Chord, Chord cables, 
Clearaudio, Gamut, Lexicon, Lyra, Nordost, 
Primare, PSAudio, PMC, Red Rose, REL, Revel, 
SME, Stax, TAGMclaren, Tom Evans, Wadia, 
Wilson Benesch. Please ring for friendly 
advice and to book a demonstration. Home 
demonstrations welcomed. Ring day or 
evening, 7 days a week before 9pm. Major 
credit cards accepted. Part exchange 
available. Established 1988. 

SCOTLAND 

LOUD & CLEAR, now in Glasgow and 
Edinburgh, find out more at www.loud­
clear.co.uk. Scotland's finest and friendliest 
Hi-Fi stores, combining knowledgeable advice 
with specially selected products and 
exceptional customer seivice. Comfortable hi­
fi and home cinema demonstration rooms, 
dedicated multi-room and home cinema 
installation team, full seivice and repair 
facilities. Nairn Audio, DNM, Crimson, 
Primare, Musical Fidelity, Tag Mclaren, Rega, 
NAD, Marantz, Denon, ProAc, Kef Reference, 
Living Voice, Ruark, Dali, Monitor Audio, 
Tanney, JM Labs, VDH, Nordost, Chord Co, 
Ash Design, Optimum, Quadraspire, etc, etc. 
Open Tues-Sat 10am-6pm. Thurs till 7pm. 520 
St Vincent St, Finnieston, Glasgow. Tel: 0141 
221 0221 and 25 Hamilton Place, 
Stockbridge, Edinburgh. Tel 0131 226 6500. 

WALES 

NORTH WALES 

ACOUSTICA, 17 Hoole Rd, Chester CH2 
3NH. Tel: 01244 344227. See our main entry 
under Cheshire. 

ACTON GATE AUDIO, 4 Ruabon Rd., 
Wrexham. Tel: 01978 364500. Demonstration 
room, installation service. Easy parking and 
motorway access. Mastercard, Visa etc. See 
main entry under Cheshire. 

To advertise in the 

IHJJEILBIOIIRI 
Dealer Directory 

call Adam or Eloise on 

0207 317 2600 

TODAY! 



OCTOBER 2003/ISSUE 246 

• Ultimate Group Test: CD players 

• New DVD-A/SACD players 

• Sugden Masterclass pre/power amp 

•FREE' Exclusive 11-track Nairn CD 

NOVEMBER 2003/ISSUE 247 

• Ultimate Group Test: Loudspeakers 

• Krell KAV400xi integrated amp 

• Marantz SA-175 l SACD player 

• Avid Diva turntable 

DECEMBER 2003/ISSUE 248 

• Ultimate Group Test DVD-A/SACD 

• Roksan Radius 5 turntable 

•Sony SCO-XA3000ES SACD player 

• B&W 704 loudspeaker 

HI· FICHU ICE 
BACK ISSUES 
Back issues from January 2000 onwards are 

available by mail order. They cost £4.00 (UK) 

or £6.95 (overseas). Both prices include p&p. 

You can order by phone on: 

0870 444 8650 
ORDER A REVIEW REPRINT: If you're interested in an HFC review of an older component and the back issue has sold out, we can usually send photocopies of 1nd1v1dual reviews to any UK address for 

a flat fee (1nc p&p) of £5 per review You must know 1n which issue the ong1nal review appeared, we are unable to search back issues for old reviews Send a written request, endosmg a cheque for ES 

made payable to Future Publishing Ltd, to H1-F1 Choice Repnnt Service, Future Publishing Ltd, 99 Baker Street, London Wl u 6FP PLEASE NOTE THIS SERVICE IS ONLY FOR CJrHERWISE UNOBTAINABLE REVIEV6 
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1 Valvelicious 
David Vivian reckons valve amps are misunderstood 

S
o here's the thing. Valve amps are back 

in the chair and sitting comfortably. They 

never actually left the room, of course. 

Wandered around in some dimly lit corners for 

a while where only the most dedicated tube-o­

philes could find them. Curled up in front of 

the fire for, well, ages and were branded 

slipper-'n'-coco hi-fi by the transistor brigade. 

But give up their claim to the sonic high 

ground' Not a chance. The valve might be 100 

years old but many believe completely in its 

superiority over the solid state alternatives. It is 

the very embodiment of hi-fi extreme. 

And, when you consider its natural 

advantages, perhaps it isn't hard to see why. 

First, valves achieve good high-frequency power 

effortlessly. Not for nothing are most radio and 

television transmitters valved. There simply 

aren't any high-powered transistors that work 

at FM's lOOmHz and television's 500-BOOmHz 

band. In fact, if you're talking about outputs of 

tens of kilowatts, transistors are rather pathetic, 
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throwing in the towel well before l mHz, 

whereas just about any power valve can 

operate out to 50mHz without breaking sweat. 

MOSFETS do better than ordinary transistors 

but are still no match for the old glass tube. 

So valves get off to the best possible start, 

and that's crucial. You don't have to apply a lot 

of corrective effort (high-feedback, high­

precision topologies) to make them work well. 

A valve amp, because of its greater simplicity, 

has fewer imperfections in the hearing range 

that matters most. The distortions in high-spec 

transistor amps tend to have a lot of high-order 

harmonics that bother us but lower levels of 

classic distortion (second and third harmonic) 

to which we're actually quite tolerant. With a 

valve amp, it's the other way round. 

And yet it's valve sound that's often typified 

as being 'characterful': warm and friendly; soft 

at the bottom, soft at the top; very listenable 

but lacking guts and drive. But, according to 

legendary amp designer and valve acolyte Tim 

"Valve amps can't compete 
with the grunt offered by 
transistors, right? Wrong." 

de Paravacini, it doesn't have to be like that. 

Tim explains: "The problem is most people 

use traditional valve amplifier circuitry, and 

perpetuate the same mistakes. It's not the 

valve that has the 'sound', it's the collection of 

components that go with the valve - the 

transformers, the capacitors, the whole thing. 

When I designed the EAR 509 over 20 years 

ago (or the 3045 for Lux) I wanted a valve 

amplifier that sounded very close to a 

transistor amplifier. And that's what I made. 

It's also possible to make transistor amplifiers 

sound like 'typical' valve amplifiers. 

"I made this Yoshino 30-amp, 30-watt single­

ended transistor amp with just two transistors 

- one big output transistor and one little 

driver transistor. That was it, the rest was 

transformers. It was expensive to make but the 

circuitry was utterly simple. Blindfolded, no­

one would know the difference between that 

and an equivalent valve amplifier. 

"Designers brought up on transistors don't 

know the electronic fundamentals of valves. 

When they try to do it as an analogy, they get 

the analogies wrong because they have to 

realise that, if you include MOSFETs, there are 

three different operating principles. You have 

to find their equivalence - and most people 

don't understand that. Consequently, that's 

why the sounds are different rather than the 

valve having a 'sound' per se." 

Tim's point is supported by the increasing 

number of valve amps that sound as fast, 

clean and grippy as the best high-end 

transistors. What about power, then' Valve 

amps can't compete with the grunt offered by 

transistors, right/ Wrong. De Paravicini has 

made 200-watt and 500-watt power amps. 

"More power'" says Tim, "Use more valves in 

parallel. It's the same as a car engine - the 

same as having more cylinders, basically." 

Enjoy the valve advantage while you can. Like 

Concorde, they won't be around forever. HFC 
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INTENSE 
The Rote/ RA 7 062 and RCD 7 072 

In div idually, Rotel's latest CD player and amplifier wi ll ma ke a stri king difference to the way you hear music . When they hook u p  wit h 
each oth er, thou gh, it's a match ma de in hifi heaven. The chemistry is instant, thanks to a shared pe

dig ree o f metic ulous com pone nt 
selection, pain sta king re finement and balanced design by Rotel's award-winning team of en gin

eers. It's an intense relationship, 
and 

a powerful listening experience. G
e t  t

h
e

m connecte d. 

To find out more a bout this perf ect partnership, call B&W Loud speak ers U K  on 01 903 221500. 

ROT EL 

Rotel Europe, Dale Road, Worthing, West Sussex BN 1 1  2BH, United Kingdom, www.rotel.com 
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