
WIN!! A SUPERB OUAD 99/909 
AMP COMBO WOllTH £1,650! 

MARTINLOGAN RATED 
< New Mosaic - first UK test 

THIS SYSTEM 
ROCKS OUR WORLD 
Find out what it is on p32 

AUDIO ANALOGUE TESTED 
< Gorgeous amp and CD player 





WELCOME TO HI-FI CHOICE 
To ensure you get the best 1nformat1on opinion and advice H1 F1 Choice 
employs the most knowledgeable and experienced h1 f1 writers 1n the buS1ness 

"Music digs deep into our emotional core like no 
other an form. It touches the soul and makes 
grown men weep. Hi·fi is simply a means to a 
musical end- it provides the conduit for its 
energy and detail, delivers scale and space. 

ensures you get closer to the tone and impact of the original 
performance. It makes music seem more real and hence achieve 
its emotional goal Quite simply. the music that moves you. 
moves you more.•• Tim Bowern, Editor 

ART DUDLEY 
One of the most respected 
commentators on the 
American hi-fi scene, Art 
has written for numerous 
titles including Hi-Fi Heretic, 
Sounds Like, and Listener. 
Among other things, he is 
currently 'editor-at-large' of 
US journal Stereophile. 

RICHARD BLACK 
Richard is a professional 
musician, an experienced 
recording engineer and a 
highly knowledgeable hi-fi 
analyst to boot He has a 
particular knack for writing 
about complicated subjects 
in a comprehensible way -
and he only writes for HFC. 

DAN GEORGE 
Dan is a huge hl-fi nut 
whose dream came true 
when he became HFCs 
reviews editor. Armed with 
a bristling contacts book 
and a pair of razor-sharp 
ears, he ensures that only 
the most interesting 
products make it into HFC. 

ALVIN GOLD 
Alvin cut his hi·fi teeth in 
retail, and has been writing 
about his obsession for 
more than 20 years. In that 
time he has contributed his 
encylopaedic knowledge to 
almost every hi-fi periodical 
you can think of (and 
several more besides). 

ESTABLISHED 1975 

HI-FI CHOICE is your essential guide to 

audio excellence in the home, from vinyl 

records to the latest digital music 

formats. For 29 years, our unique tests 

have brought you the most thorough and 

reliable hi-fi journal around. And our mix 

of cherry-picked kit, rigorous group tests 

and in-depth equipment reviews 

continues to ensure that HFC is the 

magazine you can trust Published 13 

times a year, it's the smarter hi-fi read ... 

JASON KENNEDY 
Jason previously edited 
HFC, but can now be found 
swanning about the wilds 
of Sussex indulging himself 
with the very best hi-fi 
money can buy. His own 
system is simply sensational 
(trust us) and his love of 
music knows no bounds. 

DAVID VIVIAN 
An award-winning 
journalist, David's sharp 
ears and equally sharp 
powers of description are a 
valuable mix for HFC. He 
also writes about cars, but 
who needs try the latest 
Lotus when you've got the 
finest hi·fi to test drive? 

PAUL MESSENGER 
A former HFC editor, Paul 
has been writing about his 
beloved hi-fi hobby for 
nearly 30 years. In that 
time he has become one of 
the world's most respected 
sonic scribes and probably 
the UK's foremost 
loudspeaker reviewer. 

ALAN SIRCOM 
After a stint selling hi·fi, 
Alan began his journalistic 
career at HFC some 12 
years ago. Now a successful 
freelancer, you too can 
benefit from his extensive 
hi-fi knowledge, from purist 
two-channel stereo to the 
latest multichannel gear. 

HIGHLIGHTS INSIDE» 

ULTIMATE GROUP TEST 
Six of the best new speakers, priced from 
£800 to £1,500, rigorously tested as only 
Hi-Fi Choice knows how 

TOP TURNTABLES 
The latest decks from Rega, the PS and P7, 
reviewed exclusively inside 

ELEGANT SPEAKERS 
Mission's new upmarket Elegante e83 gets 
its first ever review 

HOT CD AND AMP COMBO 
Audio Analogue's new flagship amp and CD 
player revealed for your delectation 

AND MUCH, MUCH MORE. •• 

The next issue of Hi-Fi Choice is on sale 4 
August. Ensure you never miss a thing - turn 
to p76 for our latest great subscription offer 
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� 

�udlo Clearaudio Anniversary 

uppliers of fine music making devices: 

aloia, ;wclio,·alw. acn1SLic arts, burmester; clearauclio 
canton, cabao'Se, gamut, graham. halcro, transfiguration 

dealer desirables: 

advantage s 1 cd 3150 1899 hovland radia 7995 

cabasse ibiza 1250 899 cabasse boltic 1 3450 

cabasse egea 2400 1899 perigee fk1 3999 

gamut cd1r 2680 1599 kharma cerm. 3. 1 3999 

hovland sapphire 6995 4499 boulder 1012 12950 

hovland hp100 5750 3795 

5276 
1999 
2700 
2999 
7199 
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Small 

stature. 

High 
performance . 

C horal. Small, but perfectly formed. 

A discerning range of compact 

system components that will captivate 

you, delight you and intrigue you. 

• 'DAC64' Digital to Analogue Converter 

• 'Symphonic' Phono Stage 

• 'Prima' Pre-Amplifier 

• NEW 'Mezzo SO' Power Amplifier 

• NEW 'Blu' CD Transport 

To find out more about our hand-crafted 

audiophile products, please contact 

us on 01622 721444, email 

sales@chordelectronics.co.uk, or visit 

www.chordelectronics.co.uk 

Chord Electronics Limited 
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NEW PRODUCT HIGHLIGHTS 

HEGELCDP4A 

• 
• • 
• • •  

• • • • 

� Bent Holter, head honcho and passionate audiophile behind Norwegian specialist 

\0 Hegel, is launching a new flagship CD player, the CDP4A. It's claimed to be Hegel's 

most technologically advanced player yet, offering music enthusiasts a combination of the 

latest upsampling DACs and HDC D  (High Definition Compact Disc) compatibility. HDCD 

offers audiophiles the best possible sound quality from suitably encoded C Ds and is a 

welcome feature in the face of competition from DV D-Audio/SAC D players. Hegel's 

minimalist two-button aesthetic continues with the C DP4A - already the recipient of an 

award for design excellence from the Norwegian Design Council. 

Price £2,300 Due Now 

� 01785 711232 :n: www.hegel.com 

l 0 HI-FI CHOICE september 2004 

LINDEMANN 820 
� This new reference standard C D/SAC D player 

\0 from German high-end specialist Lindemann 

is claimed to be so good with CD that there's little 

sonic difference between the two formats. 

Lindemann, a high-end hi-fi manufacturer of ten 

years, has developed the 820 to become its flagship 

audio player, replacing the respected D680. Based 

around a Sony SAC D drive, the new player is 

crammed with the latest electronics and includes a 

balanced analogue volume control, four digital 

inputs and user selectable sample rates. 

Price £8,000 Due Now 

� 01895 833099 :n: www.gtaudio.com 

AVIDACUTUS 
� Avid has improved the sound of its already 

\0 excellent Acutus turntable (see review, HFC 

194) by developing a special power supply upgrade. 

The deck will soon be available both in standard 

£6,000 guise, and with the new high-end power 

supply for a £3,000 supplement. For a similar price, 

existing Acutus owners can benefit from Avid's 

upgrade service and send their motor and power 

supply back to the factory for modification. The 

huge new power supply is said to offer massive 

power reserves and significantly increased stability. 

Price £9,000 Due August 

� 01480 457300 ::•i) www.avidhifi.co.uk 



MERIDIAN G98 
tr::::!t. Meridian's new G98 DVD-Audio/Video transport/player should delight audio and videophiles in equal 

\0 measure with its video scaling and resolution enhancement, plus compatibility with all CD and DVD 

formats. The G98 is available as a transport only (G98DH) with digital interfacing, or as an integrated player 

(G98AH) with full analogue outputs. The transport is ideally suited for connection to a Meridian Surround 

Controller (preamp/processor). or alternatively for direct hook-up to its DSP speakers in a two-channel set-up. 

Price G98DH £3,350, G98AH E3,625 Due Now 

� 01480 445678 :Ji: www.meridian-audio.com 

UNNEXOTIK 
tr::::!t. The Exotik preamp is the latest Linn product to 

\0 embrace the surround sound future while still 

catering for the audiophile. This new multichannel 

preamp is derived from Linn's flagship stereo £6,000 

Klimax Kontrol pre (see review, HFC 238) and has 

been designed with universal disc players in mind. An 

enhanced version with a digital audio processing 

module, the Exotik+ DA, is also planned - this will 

offer decoding for all audio formats and also provide 

a surround option for two-channel sources. 

Price fl,750 Due Now 

� 0141 307 7777 €� www.linn.co.uk 

ROTEL RSX-1056/RSX-1067 
tr::::!t. Rotel has incorporated its own stereo amp 

\0 circuits in its latest multichannel receivers. The 

RSX-1056 and RSX-1067 are claimed to offer a big 

improvement in sound quality, particularly when used 

in 'Direct' mode, which bypasses all digital processing. 

Two-channel sound may be further upgraded by 

adding a stereo power amp, like Rotel's own RB-1050. 

Price RSX-1056 fl,195, RSX-1067 fl,795 Due Now 

� 01903 221500 €i.• www.rotelcom 

® Soundbites 
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<?.)HAPPENINGS 

® The Insider 

iTHIS MONTH, HFG iTALKS iTO .•. 

DANIEL HAIKIN 
Job Title: International 
Brand Manager 

Company: B&W I 
What's your most exciting product in 
development at the moment? 
We've been working on a satellite speaker 

for some time now and owing to delays, 

we'll need to deliver something very special. 

It's due in October and I think it will change 

perceptions of how good very small 

speakers can be. 

What's the future of hi-fi? 
The challenge facing all of us is to make 
high-quality sound compelling to a new 
generation. Our new PVl subwoofer is a 
case in point. People are intrigued by its 
unusual shape, yet at heart it's just a 
cleverly engineered subwoofer. If you can 

make a sub that's desirable, you can do all 

sorts of things with hi-fi. 

What's the most innovative 

product you've encountered on 

the market recently? 
Hard disk technology in both Sky Plus and 

the iPod, has genuinely enhanced the 
delivery of entertainment. 

Which format do you support: 
DVD-Audio or SACD? 

I am in favour of both. Most of all, I would 
like to see the music industry make a 

concerted and holistic effort (which 1s to 

say, include retail stores) in creating desire 

for higher quality sound. 

® Hi·Fi Diary 

SEPTEMBER 
24-26 The Hi-Fi Show and AV Expo 

Heathrow, London 

020 8774 0 8 47 
London's established hi-fi show 

OCTOBER 
23-24 Home Entertainment Show 

Manchester 
01524 36991 
Premier AV show in the northwest 

NOVEMBER 
5-7 What Hi-Fi Sound & Vision Show 

Novotel London West Hotel 

020 8267 8378 
Second year for this new home 
cinema and hi-fi show 
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The Nautilus connection 
� Laurence Dickie, the man who designed the B&W Nautilus 

\0 loudspeaker, has joined forces with new South African 

company Vivid Audio. Dickie has designed three completely new drive 

units for the Vivid range using aluminium domes for the tweeter and 

midrange and a cone for the bass driver. Rather than a conventional 

hemisphere the domes have a catenary shape - the shape a chain 

makes when it's hanging between posts - and are 

reinforced at the edge_ The purpose of this is to 

push high frequency break-up out to 40kHz in 

the case of the tweeter. Both this and the 

midrange unit feature Nautilus-style damped, 

tapered tubes to absorb rearward radiation. 

Two 165mm bass drivers are used fore and 

aft with a bar between the magnet structures 

to inhibit movement, the speaker's chassis being 

decoupled from the carbon fibre and mineral-loaded resin 

cabinets by compliant mounts. The Vivid Bl standmount will 

retail for £6,500 when it launches in the UK this autumn. 

DualDisc is here 
� Dual Disc, the new variant of DVD that allows the combination of both CD 

\0 and DVD sides on a single disc for music delivery, has been officially 

approved by the DVD Forum. It will give DVDs of both Video and high 

resolution Audio varieties the sort of broad compatibility offered by SACD and is 

hoped to herald a boom in the music DVD market 

A spokesman for the Warner Music Group described Dual Disc as: "A feature 

rich and flexible music product with the highest quality fidelity available, 

identical in size and looks to a CD or DVD disc." All five global record labels 

have been involved in its development - BMG, EMI, Warner Music Group, 

Sony Music and Universal - and all contributed albums to the 13 test titles 

launched in the US earlier this year, including AC/DC's Back In Black, and 

REM's Automatic For The People, though there's no firm word yet on what 

titles will be among the first to receive a full launch. 

UTOMATIC �DR THE PEOPLE . 
f 

' ·  J' ' y 4 . 

· - R.E.M. 

' 



iTunes launches in UK 
� Apple launched its iTunes Music Store in the UK, France and 

\0 Germany in June. The most successful legal music download 

site in the US, iTunes has helped turn what was one of the music 

business's biggest headaches, MP3 filesharing, into major revenue. 

It uses the AAC format which is both more secure than MP3 and 

better sounding but not always compatible with older MP3 players. 

European iTunes offers 700,000 songs supplied by the big five 

record companies as well as "dozens of independent record labels", 

priced at 79p or €0.99 per track. At the London launch Steve Jobs, 

Apple's CEO said: "The number one online music store in the world 

has finally come to the UK, France and Germany ... we think this is 

the digital music store that Europe has been waiting for". 

JIMMY'S TWEAKS #23 
HANDY HINTS FROM JIMMY HUGHES - Hl-Fl'S SUPER TWEAKER 

Take care of your ears (2) 

If you're demonstrating hi-fi - or simply 

listening alone - it's a good idea to 

start with music that's fairly simple and 

not too demanding. Your ears need 

time to adjust. Immediately putting on 

a loud dynamic complex piece to 

impress a friend (or yourself) has the 

exact opposite effect if your ears aren't 

ready. In much the same way your eyes adjust to bright light, ears 

alter their sensitivity according to levels of ambient noise. 

As ambient noise drops, the ear's sensitivity increases, making it 

possible to hear things with increased subtlety and fine detail. This is 

one reason why hi-fi systems sound better late at night; ambient 

noise has decreased and your ears have regained their sensitivity. 

TOP 10 TRACKS FOR TESTING BASS ... 

Teardrop Massive Attack (pictured) 

2 Sunglasses At Night Tiga and Zyntherius 

3 Brown Paper Bag Roni Size 

4 Dwr Budr Orbital 

S Who Am I Peace Orchestra 

6 19/ 2000 Spacemonkeyz vs Gorillaz 

7 Love For Sale Julian 'Cannonball' Adderley 

8 Gonna Work It Out Chemical Brothers 

9 Release The pressure Leftfield 

10 Poison Prodigy 

€>New Music 
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DISPATCHES 

The State of the States 
Great kit from across the pond 

H
aving managed to assign to another the 

pandemonium of the recent Stereophi/e 
HE 2004 show in NYC, I feel joyfully 

unscathed. Without any shackles of nagging 

guilt, I was able to play with my children and 

my audio system, replete with the knowledge 

that it was to be 'placed under the microscope' 

by other writers come the end of the show. 

For this column, I've been asked by HFCs 

editor to virtually 'free-associate' my thoughts 

and put fingers to the keyboard. So, at the 

risk of rambling a bit, I'd like to share with 

you some American kit that has recently held 

my ears in a vice-like grip. 

On the amp front, two models have grabbed 

me. From deHavilland, a small Western US 
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"I've been weaned on and fed high power 
for years, whether valve or solid state." 
company, comes an unassuming-looking 845 

SET (single-ended triode) amp, the Aries 845-G. 

I've been weaned on and fed high power for 

years, whether valve or solid state, so it came 

as a shock to find that it was able to drive my 

big Overkill Audio Ovation speakers to ear­

bleeding levels - with only 30 watts on tap I Its 

maker's website is rife with praise from all who 

have heard this fabulous amp; unfortunately, 

the pictures are ghastly - the amp is far better 

looking in person and the sound is simply 

glorious. Keep this company in mind if SETs 

have seemed overpriced/underpowered - it 

may be the perfect cure. 

Another Western US amplifier to come my 

way is the Renaissance, from Red Rock Audio. 

I had the pleasure of listening, for several 

days, to the almost-finished amplifier, which 

had gorgeous looks that were matched by 

their ergonomics and, more importantly, their 

sonic splendour. They're tall and slender yet 

heavy, truly a testament to the massive 

transformers and choke regulators inside. 

Once finished, I expect these amplifiers to 

really be something special. They're almost 

100 per cent there already. Perhaps there's 

something in the air in the Western US7 One 

squat and wide amp, one tall and thin, both 

with glorious sound. 

I hoped I'd have more space for the last bit 

of kit I want to mention, which comes from 

Stealth Audio. Its lndra interconnect is the 

best I've ever heard at any price. It has a 

line-up of other extraordinarily good product 

as well (the Varidig digital cable leaps to 

mind), but the lndra will well and truly give 

every other manufacturer in the world an 

interconnect to have nightmares about 

In closing, I'm currently testing the Crystal 

Cables from Belgium and they're showing 

something akin to greatness already. 

I'm looking forward to next time. 

Meanwhile, please feel free to contact me at 

shanaphy@optonline.net. 

, is a US-based distributor, critic 
and commentator on all things hi-fi 



Vintage technology 
Nostalgia attack, anyone/ 

I 
used to think I'd never buy a second-hand 

phono cartridge, for all the obvious reasons. 

But things have changed, among them the 

supply of interesting yet affordable new 

cartridges (which is worse than it used to be) 

and my attitude toward hi-fi in general (which 

is quite a bit better). 

Now there's an old Supex in one of my 

spare tonearm tubes, and I enJOY every 

moment I spend with it. The 20-year-old 900 

Super is from a day and age when hobbyists 

weren't so worried about bolting things 

together 'Linn-tight', so it lacks the machined 

alloy body and threaded mounting holes we 

now take for granted. Similarly, the cantilever 

is a stodgy old aluminum tube and not some 

exotic number from the local gem mine or 

reliquary. Rare earth magnet? Silver coils7 

Cryogenically treated pins7 No, no and no. 

From there, it's as contemporary as 

three-button suits and foreign wars. The 900 

Super is a low-out, moving-coil cartridge, 

fitted with what appears to be a Vital stylus. 

It weighs about nine grams and in every 

respect it behaves like a medium-compliance 

cartridge. (It would be a perfect match for the 

Aro, except its stylus-to-mounting bolt 

distance is two millimetres longer than the 

Nairn tonearm wishes it to be.) A downforce 

of two grams keeps it happy. 

I can't tell you that the Supex gives the 

younger competition a run for its money; in a 

great many ways, it would rather lie under the 

porch than run with the big dogs, its bottom­

end performance in particular being overbig 

and wobbly. It doesn't let go of bass drums 

soon enough - the one in that rightly famous 

Rachmaninov Symphonic Dances, for instance 

(Johanos and the Dallas Symphony Orchestra 

on Vax/Turnabout) - and musical timing in 

upbeat music suffers as a consequence. 

But the Supex's midband is rich and ripe 

and deeply hued, like velvet. And there's 

texture: more string sound and wood sound 

and reed sound than you might have thought 

a microphone could hear. The experience of 

listening to Elgar's Cello Concerto for the first 

time is forever lost to me, but with the c:r 

Okay, hands up. The Celeste 

was several things, but it 

probably was never an 

authentic copper-bottomed, 

gold-plated classic. It was a 

dammed good speaker in its day, and a 

landmark for KEF as its first serious 

shelf-mount compact speaker, but it was not 

an especially expensive one, and just one of a 

number of candidates for the crown of the 

best in its category. But there is a bit of self 

interest here. So what if it wasn't a classic: it 

was mine. The Mkl Celeste was the first 

genuine hi-fi speaker I ever owned, and - I 

confess - I loved it dearly. 

It wasn't even a proper pair. The two 

speakers were purchased second-hand, and 

had different finishes - one was oiled 

American walnut, the other sapele with 

coffee-fleck grille - because having just 

returned from living abroad, that was the only 

way I could afford them. 

By today's standards, the Celeste is 

unremarkable enough externally. It was built 

into a simple sealed wooden carcass 

measuring 46x27xl7cm, but it was 

wood-veneered. The cost benefits of vinyl 

wrap still lay way off in the future. 

At the time - we' re talking about the late 

sixties - KEF had a reputation as a radical 

producer that made most of its counterparts 

seem old fashioned. Its early emphasis on 

plastic diaphragms made an enormous impact 

on the market at the time. These could be 

easily vacuum-formed, were stable under 

different temperature and humidity regimes, 

lent themselves well to smooth, low distortion 

and were relatively resonance-free (if not 

always particularly 'quick') transducers. This 

technology propelled KEF, then a wholly 

UK-owned company (Kent Engineering & 

Foundry, based near Maidstone in Kent), to 

something approaching superstardom. 

KEF's thinking of the time is apparent from 

an early company document, which notes that 

its philosophy is founded on the premise that 

the studied use of plastics and metal alloys 

can improve sound reproduction, reliability 

and consistency, beyond the potential of 

"At that time, KEF had a 
reputation as a radical 
producer that made most 
seem old fashioned." 
traditional materials. The Celeste was also 

notable for being home to an early version of 

the B 139, a 13x9-inch oval 'racetrack' 

bass/mid unit with an expanded 

polyurethane foam cone, which was skinned 

with metal foil. This was an early but 

spectacular example of squeezing a quart into 

a pint pot, and in a modern speaker of similar 

dimensions its role would be taken by a 15 or 

17cm unit which would have enormously 

greater power handling than the paltry 15 

watts RMS (or 30 watts peak) that KEF 

specified at the time. The Tl 5 tweeter was an 

early and relatively large dome unit with a 

l.5-inch voice coil and presumably a similar 

size dome diaphragm. It purported to work all 

the way up to 20kHz, which must have been 

a bit of a struggle. 

Of course, I cannot say for sure how the 

Celeste would audition today. As I remember, 

it was an unusually smooth and transparent 

speaker by the standards of the day, with an 

impressive but rather woolly bass. I used it 

with a Connoisseur turntable, SME arm - I 

cannot remember the cartridge - and a 

Cambridge P50 amplifier, and it helped fuel a 

lifelong fascination with reproduced sound, as 

well as the music it reproduced. I couldn't 

really have asked for more at the time. Not 

even a matching pair. HFC 

Alvin Cold 
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CJ Supex and a nice pair of Quads I can 

re-live, at will, the first time I heard that 

indispensable 1965 recording of Jacqueline 

DuPre and Sir John Barbirolli playing the hell 

out of it. 

Is there room for nostalgia in a hobby that's 

driven by technology? Sentimentality and 

science don't always play well together, but to 

me, home audio is as much about the art of 

music as it is the science of music playback. 

And in a world bereft of wonder, I'll take my 

musical pleasures wherever I find them. 

Fidelity's all very nice, John, but there's 

room for whatever makes you happy, as long 

as you're footing the bill. 

0 e has written for H1Ii Heretic, 

Sounds Like, and Listener: He lives in the 

northeastern US where he also works as 

Stereoph!le s editor-at-Large 

Retail therapy 
Why the web hasn't killed the high street 

B
ack in 1989 I bought a Denon DCD-910 

CD player. It had received excellent 

reviews, looked good and cost, from a 

mail order hi-fi discounter, about half price. So I 

sent off my cheque and waited eagerly for the 

Parcelforce van to arrive, smug in the 

knowledge that I'd got myself a bargain. It was, 

without doubt, the most disappointing hi-fi 

purchase I'd ever made. It wasn't so much the 

player itself, more that it just didn't fit with my 

system. It was only after that experience that I 

realised that listening to hi-fi before parting 

with the cash wasn't a luxury but an essential 

pa rt of the process. 

These days, of course, we have the 

wonders of the world wide web. With the 

ease of access and tempting prices, it's not 

hard to see why an ever-increasing amount 

of hi-fi trade is moving in that direction. 

Those in the hi-fi industry that have always 

proffered the 'try before you buy' principle 

are understandably concerned. Whether or 

not you happen to consider Dixons to be a 

hi-fi shop, the recent closing of a third of its 

stores around the UK has sent mixed ripples 

of delight and concern through the hi-fi 

industry that haven't been seen since the 

death of Laskys. 

With John Lewis having pulled out of the 

hi-fi separates market, what I'd call 
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"Richer Sounds, Sevenoaks, and Superfi 
would be lying if they said they'd all 
had fantastic profits of late." 

'mainstream hi-fi separate chains', have a 

greater share of the market than ever before. 

Yet Richer Sounds, Sevenoaks, and Superfi 

would be lying if they said they'd all had 

fantastic profits of late. Competition is 

extremely tough, and while it may have 

reduced on the high street, it's stronger than 

ever on the internet. I was recently asked by 

one of the above trio to analyse their on line 

competition. The result brought up more 

than 70 competitors, most with 

exceptionally keen pricing policies and 

virtually none with an expensive chain of 

hi-fi stores to maintain. 

Yet the reason that Richer Sounds, 

Sevenoaks and Superfi have remained on the 

high street has been their realisation that 

one has to adapt and react. All three of 

these companies refused to be cowed by the 

internet, instead embracing it 

wholeheartedly, yet all in slightly different 

ways. It's interesting to see that although all 

three offer exclusive internet deals, Richer 

Sounds and Sevenoaks in particular are 

keener for customers to come down to their 

stores. Yet if you use a price comparison 

website you'll see these three names 

cropping up within the top five suggestions 

time and time again. Believe me, 

balancing a competitive web pricing 

structure and offering customers the benefits 

of high street stores takes some doing, but I 

feel this particular triumvirate have got it 

just about spot-on. It's not just these three 

either. Many of the successful independents 

have taken a similarly balanced approach. 

All of this is great news for the consumer, 

of course, who can take advantage of the 

fiercely competitive pricing, while still 

receiving expert in-store advice. The reduced 

likelihood of a disappointing blind purchase 

can only be a good thing for the industry in 

the longer run. In the meantime, bargain 

DCD-910 anybody? 

Or nic Id began his hi-fi career 

in the retail business and has 

been a freelance hi-fi reviewer and 

columnist since 7993 



Format frenzy 
Will bod marketing cost us higher resolution? 

N 
o matter how good a music delivery 

format may be, either in terms of sound 

quality or the potential for added-value bonus 

material, if the marketing drive isn't there it will 

end up alongside the other failures of our time, 

like RCA SelectaVision, DCC and all the various 

flavours of Quad (as in quadraphonic sound) 

It doesn't take a great mind to appreciate this 

point - the lessons were learned from previous 

format launches, but for some reason the 

importance of coherent and focused marketing 

has been completely lost on those responsible 

for selling DVD-Audio and SACD software to 

general consumers. 

A format needs hardware and software 

support, the old chicken-and-egg scenario. 

Hardware isn't a problem; there are ample 

universal machines to choose from and literally 

dozens of DVD-Audio-equipped DVD players 

from manufacturers all trying to outdo each 

other when it comes to bundled features. Yet 

while small, independent labels do their best to 

get the word out about their latest disc of 

Icelandic poetry, which, let's face it, will only 

sell ten copies, when it comes to a high-profile 

artist or recording, more ohen than not the 

majors drop the ball, usually on the big toe of 

the format with which their loyalties 

supposedly lie. 

Last November, Warner Music Group, 

purported to be a champion of DVD-Audio, 

released In Time: The Best Of REM 1988-2003 

on CD, DVD-Video and DVD-Audio. 

Promotional material was everywhere, 

including television advertisements, but did 

any one of them mention that the album was 

available in a high-resolution surround version7 

Of course not - heaven forbid, someone might 

want to buy a copyi In the United States, 

Warner Bras Music A&R representatives such as 

Jim Baltutis have been instructed to remove 

references to DVD-Audio versions of their 

major titles from publicity materials, the most 

recent example being Seal's IV, which JUSt 

happens to be a tremendous disc. 

While the total DVD-Audio marketing budget 

world-wide may have just broken the 20 pence 

barrier, with the millions of advertising dollars 

poured into promoting SACD, you'd think the 

situation would be better. And in fairness to 

Sony and Philips, it has been - albums from c:I 

@) The most ostentatious of all 

Irish rock albums has a huge 

widescreen sound like its 

remarkable cover, its contents a 

Cinemascope view of America. (The album 

screamed at the hypocrisy of the American 

right while holding a huge light aloh for the 

dispossessed and disenfranchised of the 

world ) As somebody once said, "all death and 

life was in there" and with "their exhilarating 

shimmer" U2 not only made the fastest-selling 

album in history, but at 20 million copies, the 

best-selling of their career. 

Recorded in two-week bursts around Bono's 

trans-global trips to Central America and 

beyond, The Joshua Tree was produced by 

Daniel Lanois and Brian Eno in 1986. It was 

recorded in the South Dublin residencies of 

Edge and Adam Clayton, as well as that city's 

renowned Windmill Lane studios. When Where 

The Streets Hove No Nome was becoming 'the 

big song', Eno famously threatened to wipe 

the master tape because it was using up too 

much studio energy. French-Canadian Lanois 

was the key to getting the 'live' sound of the 

album. Instead of using headphones and 

waiting for later fix-it-in-the-mix routines, 

Lanois decided to use stage monitors and 

record directly off the floor. 

This is apparent from the spiralling sound of 

With Or Without You, with Clayton's bass full 

of steel tension, highlighted by Eno's 

gossamer-sounding DX7 synthesiser. This 

drama builds to such a height that we're 

relieved when Edge bursts into view with his 

guitar riff; Lanois has conceded that the first 

third of the song had sequenced drums before 

Mullen kicks in with his acoustic kit. Another 

example of Lanois' immediacy was the 

recording of the slide-guitar part for Running 

To Stand Still. In a small room, Edge was 

practising his guitar through a ghetto blaster. 

Lanois came in, liked the EQ, rigged up a mic 

and recorded "this lovely sound". 

Lanois himself provided plenty of 

atmospheric texture, playing guitars including 

an electronic autoharp called an Omnichord 

guitar. Edge, of course, never sounded better 

playing on a variety of Fenders, Gibsons and 

"Edge was a convert to 
The Infinite guitar, an 
invention by Lanois' mate 
that played like a sitar." 
acoustics. Strafing Hendrix-like Stratocaster 

leads adorned Bullet The Blue Sky, while 

scintillating echoplexed rhythms made Where 

The Streets Hove No Nome an instant classic. 

Moreover, Edge was a convert to The Infinite 

guitar, an invention by Lanois' mate Mike 

Brook that played like a sitar with almost 

infinite sustain. He uses it for that high violin 

sound at the beginning of Streets. The 

filthy-dirty guitar sound of Exit meanwhile 

came from an old promo guitar with a fretless 

plastic neck, which Lanois found in Edge's 

house at the end of a session and hooked into 

an old Chorus amplifier. 

From the gorgeous keyboard/synth 

contributions of Eno to Bono's eloquent 

vocals, the album had a lustre and pace that 

was all its own. But it nearly never got there, 

because at the end of 1986 it wasn't finished. 

With the deadline looming, Eno/Lanois mixed 

seven tracks on an Amek 24-Track console at 

Edge's house and Steve Lillywhite was drafted 

in to work on four tracks at Windmill Lane. 

Done in three weeks, the album's release in 

March 1987 preceded U2's global domination 

as superstars of rock. Never remastered, the 

original Island vinyl and current CD possess 

an expansive 'analogue' sound; audiophiles 

might wish to check out the gold Mobile 

Fidelity Sound CD released in 1996. HFC 

Mark Prendergast 
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"Logic doesn't rule 
the pan of the brain 
that clocks an iPod 
and wants one." 

CJ Pink Floyd, Sting and the Rolling Stones 

have received ample publicity, but chart pop, 

the only type of music that still sells in any 

meaningful quantities, has been largely 

forgotten. At Metropolis Studios in London, 

producer/engineer Matt Lawrence created a 

fantastic hybrid surround SACD of Statues, 

Moloko's most recent album, yet not even The 

Echo Label or Moloko websites have recognised 

its existence, even though it effectively renders 

the CD-only version obsolete. 

DVD-Audio and SACD have many hurdles to 

overcome, but both formats have the potential 

to push the boundaries of reproduction fidelity 

and musical enjoyment far beyond what has 

gone before. There are stunning high-resolution 

recordings available from labels large and 

small, but without the promotional might of 

the majors we run the risk of losing two more 

formats for no better reason than a lack of 

drive from those who should know better, and 

that would be a real tragedy. 

Stuan. Rob " is editor and publisher of 

HighF!delityReviewcom, o website dedicated to 

high-resolution digital sound 
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Cooling off 
Musings on the epitome of cool 

W
hy has the Apple iPod been so 

successful' Possibilities: it's a personal 

MP3 player (uh, don't think so); small size/big 

memory (maybe, if you're into that sort of 

thing); fabulous battery life (unlikely 

somehow); it's absolutely the best thing ever 

in the history of the universe ( ... bingo I). 

It isn't, of course. It's a neatly designed 

compact MP3 player with a user-friendly 

interface - remarkable, partly, because most of 

its rivals look so naff. But logic doesn't rule in 

the part of the brain that clocks an iPod and 

wants one. And it possesses that most coveted 

of product qualities - the one that major 

corporations employ people on six-figure 

salaries to think up - the 'must have' factor. 

When I was a boy, they called it 'cool'. 

Pinning down 'cool' is an almost impossible 

task. According to quantum theory, it's 

impossible to simultaneously measure the 

speed of an object and its position in space. 

Nail one and the other goes for a 

Burton. Weird. 

Likewise, cool is a state of 

being that's clearly observable, 

but try to analyse the swine and 

it goes all misty. There are certain 

rules, though, and they're 

supported by numerous examples. 

First, and most obviously, the harder 

you try to be cool the less likely you 

are to achieve it. Look at Rod Stewart post­

Rachel Hunter. And, indeed, before her. 

At least Rod's one-time motor, a Ferrari F40, 

hits the spot. A bit obvious, maybe, but the 

F40 is cool central. It's something to do with 

the toughness and functionality of its shape. 

Not too pretty, not too flash. It's a doer first 

and a looker second. This is why Nairn kit has 

oodles of 'must have' appeal. It isn't pretty, 

but it is deeply attractive. Too much 

conspicuous beauty and people think you're 

trying to compensate for something. 

Movie stars are a good signifier. The two 

coolest actors in cinematic history' Easy: 

Steve McQueen and Lee Marvin. McQueen's 

mush was squinty and squashed up; Marvin 

had a big hooter and puffy lips. Yet you 

couldn't take your eyes off either of them. 

One look from McQueen was more 

fascinating than Tom Cruise's entire career. 

The way Marvin moved made other actors 

look as if they were walking in treacle. Both 

were magnetic forces, looked as if they didn't 

have to work at it and, for the most part, their 

actions did the talking. That's cool. 

Hi-fi has always had its 'must haves', 

exemplars of cool you immediately feel an 

affinity with and know you can't live without. 

Examples that have passed through my hands 

include a Nairn Nait 2, Sony Walkman Pro, 

Michell Gyrodec and, one I've still got, Chord's 

DAC64. Coolest piece of hi-fi ever' That's 

easy: the Nakamichi Dragon cassette deck. 

J v hos been wallowing in gorgeous 

hi-fi and then describing its virtues/vices in 

H1�h Choice since 1990 

Second·hand classics 
You don't have to pay too much for quality 

W
hile budget gear prices have remained 

very stable over the past few years, 

those of 'high-end' hi-fi components seem to 



be accelerating much more rapidly than 

inflation alone can account for. Some of this 

increase is justified by worthwhile 

improvements in sound quality, but the law of 

diminishing returns is also clearly at work. 

Recent years have seen a proliferation of 

very costly 'high-end' products, which is fine 

for the few that can afford it, but potentially 

alienating for the vast majority who can't. I 

don't have a recipe for getting hold of the 

latest high-end hi-fi at budget prices, but 

those prepared to search out second-hand 

classics from the past can still enjoy excellent 

sound quality at a surprisingly modest cost. 

The key to this is to save money 

'downstream'; that is, towards the end of the 

chain. I recently connected a pair of 30-year­

old Spend or BC ls, and was shocked at how 

good they speakers sounded when fed a top­

quality signal. The BCl has long been revered 

as a classic loudspeaker, and while its 

25x50x25cm shape might look very 

unfashionable now, the midband voicing in 

particular - aided perhaps by the alnico 

magnets it uses - can still give many (perhaps 

any) more recent design a run for its money. 

Placed on modern, top-quality 40-50cm 

stands and fed via modern, top-quality cables, 

this speaker was a revelation, with a midband 

delicacy and transparency rarely found even 

today. Yet a quick check on eBay found a pair 

on offer for just £110 - good value at several 

times that price I 

Imaging is superb, the most obvious 

criticisms being a very modest sensitivity 

(c84dB), and some thickening and excess 

through the mid-bass region. You have to 

treat them with care, because the voice coil 

glues used back then don't cope with high 

temperatures as well as those used nowadays. 

As long as you're prepared to exercise 

restraint with the volume control and don't try 

to throw dance parties, all should be well. 

The classic power amp I'd choose to partner 

these is an even older design, but one that 

again left me deeply impressed when I 

recently heard a restored example. It's the 

Leak Stereo 20, one of the last of Leak's valve 

amps, using small EL84 output valves that 

always sound particularly delicate and 

delicious to these ears. Price is difficult to 

predict here, and will probably ultimately 

depend on the source and condition, but 

£150-£300 is a ballpark figure for one in 

working order. At a nominal 20 watts per 

channel, the combination won't go loud but 

will sound lovely at modest levels. 

Feed this from a decent CD player such as a 

Rega Jupiter via a Creek 'passive pot' preamp, 

and the result will give a real audiophile 

flavour at way below high-end prices. 

Paul rv .ge1 is a former editor of Ht�fi 

Choice and has been writing about his 

favourite hobby for nearly 30 years 

What is distortionJ Sounds 

like a simple enough 

question, and in truth, the 

quick answer is simple and 

pretty much definitive. 

Distortion is the difference between what 

goes into an audio system and what comes 

out of it. Fine so far, but several decades' 

worth of experience have made it abundantly 

clear that not all forms of distortion are 

equally important. For instance, suppose some 

wondrous system is assembled that can 

reproduce every nuance of a symphony 

orchestra with perfect precision - except that 

the volume is just one per cent too low. In 

absolute terms, that means that we have one 

per cent distortion but no one would ever 

notice. By contrast, some forms of distortion, 

present at a level of one per cent, can sound 

quite atrocious. 

Conventionally, absolute level is ignored in 

talking about audio distortion, and other 

forms are categorised as linear or non-linear. 

Linear distortion is, in principle, completely 

removable if one knows a bit about it; for 

example, non-flat frequency response, which 

can be flattened out by suitable filtering. 

Non-linear distortion, however, is much harder 

(generally impossible) to remove after the 

fact, and a significant difference is that 

non-linear distortion produces frequencies in 

the output that weren't present in the input 

signal, as, for example, with harmonic 

distortion in amplifiers. Linear distortion 

doesn't do that. 

Practically all forms of distortion are 

produced, to a greater or lesser extent, by 

virtually all components and stages that a 

signal passes through, though in many cases 

the extent may be really minuscule. So the 

crunch is this - when we talk about 

'distortion', it's essential to have some 

understanding of just how much of a given 

kind of distortion represents a real problem in 

practice. In other words, what are the 

audibility thresholdsJ 

This is fiendishly hard to answer, simply 

because it's generally impossible to separate 

the variables and be sure we're listening for 

"The study of dither has 
yielded some amazing 
implications, though few 
have picked up on them." 
only one kind of distortion. However, we can 

pick up important clues. Many come from 

research into digital audio, where it's relatively 

easy to analyse the signals we're listening to. 

Specifically, the study of dither has yielded 

some quite amazing implications, though it's 

surprising how few people seem to have 

picked up on them. 

Dither is the linearising noise that's added 

to digital recordings. In CD-based systems, it 

sits around the -92dB level or lower, in 

weighted terms - that's about 0.0025 per 

cent. A pretty low level, but listening tests 

have repeatedly shown that different dither 

spectra have different audible effects. We 

really can hear things that far down, clearly 

and consistently. 

If that's so, hadn't we better assume that we 

can hear other kinds of distortion (dither is a 

'distortion' inasmuch as it's a difference 

between input and output) at least that far 

down relative to full levelJ Allow a few dB 

safety margin and we're looking at an 

audibility threshold, at least for non-linear 

distortion, of well below - lOOdB (0.001 per 

cent). Hard to believe, perhaps, but also quite 

hard to refute given what the audibility of 

dither teaches us. Are we all now quite so 

confident that 'all well-designed amplifiers 

sound the same'J HFC 

Richard Black 
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IXOSXHW406 
SUBWOOFER CABLE £30 (SM TERMINATED) 
� There's not necessarily any unique requirement of subwoofers from a 

\c:7 cabling point of view, except that they exist singly and often some 

distance from the amp, so you need a long, mono, phono cable. 

Here's one. It's thick but flexible, terminates in excellent quality plugs, and 

is assembled using lxos's own 'Gamma Geometry'. That, plus good materials, 

give it good electrical characteristics that seem to give it an edge. 

E 01844 219000 (<'? www.ixos.co.uk 

L'ART DU SON 
RECORD CLEANING FLUID £28 
(DILUTES TO FIVE LITRES) 
� The price might look high for a fluid that looks and smells like cheap 

\c:7 shampoo (it definitely isn't, though - feels nothing like it on the 
skin), but this really does work. You can use it in automatic cleaning 

machines or, in small quantities, on a well-saturated rag. Rinsing with pure 

water is recommended after this though. It results in a very clean record that 

sounds clearer and more open than discs cleaned with alcohol-based fluids. 

E 0870 240 7228 @ www.choicebits.co.uk 
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CREEK OBH-22 
PASSIVE PREAMP £300 
Q\ Creek is filling a market niche with this: a passive preamp with 

� remote control. It offers just three line inputs plus main and tape 

outputs, and all it does is select one input and control its volume. But for 

many users that's as much as is needed to fill the void between a CD player, 

a radio and some kind of recorder, and a power amp of fairly high sensitivity 

Arguments have raged in the past about the advisability of passive 

preamps, but with most modern kit you're unlikely to encounter problems 

either driving the OBH-22 or sending signals from it. Its impedance of 20kW 

is well judged, and output cables of up to 3m will cause negligible HF loss 

unless they're weird designs with extremely high capacitance. And when all's 

well the sound is beautifully clear and unsullied, thanks to the high-quality 

volume pot and relays, and the absence of anything else. Niftyl 

E 01442 260146 @ www.creekaudio.co.uk 

PHILIPS HDD060 MICRO JUKEBOX 
PORTABLE HARD DISK AUD 0 PLAYER £150 
Q\ Nothing particularly novel about a hard disk jukebox - Apple's iPod 

� has ensured that. This little model appears to go pretty much head to 

head with the new iPod Mini, though with smaller capacity. The upside, of 

course, is price it's £50 less than Apple's baby. And truth to tell, it's a nice 

enough device with adequate capacity for most folks. Its l.5GB will store 

about 25 hours at 128kbps, but don't overlook the possibility of using a 

higher bit rate for nicer sound with less capacity. 

Operation is simple enough and the supplied PC software works fine, 

transferring via USB. The claimed battery life of ten hours per charge seems 

about right. Just upgrade the earphones and you're well awayl 

E 0870 900 9070 •11• www.philips.co.uk 



ALPHASON ARAGON 
EQUIPMENT SUPPORT £79 
II:::\ This hi-fi support can be screwed to the wall or assembled to a heavy 

� metal base, and it not only supports your equipment but stores up to 

44 CDs too. Extra shelves are available as an option (£22), though you lose 

some CD storage. Cables can be tidied away inside the support pillar. 
Assembly is easy enough and it looks very nice, but sound seems to take 

second place to appearance - at least when it stands on the floor. There's a 

thickening of musical textures when the stand is in use, and detail generally 

takes a bit of a hit. On the wall, its effect is less pronounced. Probably its 

natural home is supporting modest (and light') kit in a bedroom or 

study-based system, where it serves its dual purpose efficiently and smartly. 

e 01942 885600 (\D www.alphasondesigns.com 

DR CHESKY'S 5.1 SURROUND SHOW 
SACD/ DVD-AUDIO SURROUND 
SOUND DEMONSTRATION DISC £20 
II:::\ Okay, this might be stretching the meaning of 'essential' a little, but 
� this frankly bonkers collection of music and sound effects in surround 

and stereo (available as SACD or DVD-Audio) is unusually entertaining, 
stretching as it does from the New York subway to a thunderstorm to African 
drums to a vocal quartet. Oh, and the space shuttle taking off, recorded at 

(relatively) close range by Bob Katz using equipment that could handle very 
high sound pressure levels - the 'distortion' really is part of the sound. For 

interest alone, that probably justifies the whole disc' But it's all a great proof 
of surround sound for doubters. 

e 01293 822186 :'.€• www.chesky.com 

PURE DIGITAL 'THE BUG' 
TABLE-TOP DAB DIGITA RADIO £150 
Q\ There's a slight air of pretension about some of the literature 

� accompanying this, er, creature, but it's at worst a bit of harmless fun 

and at best an inspiring example of the application of design to audio. 
What's more, behind the glitzy visuals there are some unusual and handy 
audio features, including a pause and rewind function, and the possibility of 
recording to a removable Secure Digital memory card (not supplied: around 

£25 for 128Mb). It's an alarm clock too, and even includes an optical digital 
output so that you can connect it to your hi-fi properly. 

The funny thing is, that the admittedly limited internal speakers do a lot to 

conceal the warts of most DAB broadcasting, making this one of the most 

communicative DAB sets we've heard: no real bass, but voices are clear and 

music surprisingly comprehensible. The buttons can be frustrating, mind. 

e 01923 277488 @ www.thebug.com 

CLEARLIGHT RDC2 
EQUIPMENT ISOLATION CONES £30 (SET OF 4) 
Q\ Available in various sizes and shapes, and also with threaded studs, 
� this cone is made of Clearlight's own 'Resonance Damping 

Compound'. RDC is made up of granules of assorted materials with differing 

stiffness, the result being light but quite rigid and exceptionally 'dead'. 

Between various equipment, shelf and floor types, these cones gave results 

varying from marginal to impressive, seeming particularly useful under 
standmount speakers, where they give a lift to clarity and openness. 

e 0870 240 7228 @ www.choicebits.co.uk 
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Densen Audio Technologies 

The New Densen B-350 Monoblock 

For all at Densen the birth of the B-350 is a significant moment. For Densen the B-350 has for several years been 

the internal reference, and therefore is a pleasure to be able to show audiophiles all over the world the true 
musical world of Densen. The design process has taken a staggering 4-5 years. And in periods Thomas Sillesens 

insisting on a true breathtaking product has delayed the process, which has been further enhanced by the 

fact Thomas seemed more interesting in listening to the B-350 than finish it for production. 

The B-350 is build using surface mounting techniques, and the components are mounted with a precision of 
0,02mm (I) using silver solder. All solderings are made in an artificial atmosphere, consisting of nitrogen, to avoid 
oxidation of the solderings. The powersupply is massive and consist of a 750VA transformer and a storage 
capacity of 100.000uF with 4 separate rectifiers of which the 2 of them are capable of 3.000VA. All resistors are 

laser trimmed metalfilm from V ishay with a precision of 0, 1 %. The B-350 delivers l 25W at 8 ohm and 250 W in 4 

ohm. 

The B-350 will be retailing for GBP 2500/per unit. Like all Densen products it comes with lifetime warranty. 

Review by Stereoplay: 
Sound: Absolute Spitzenklasse 
Verdict: Very good 
Price - performance ratio: Very good 

"No manipulation with the soundstage, no 
strange atmospheres, in stead the musicians 
just play more enthusiasticly. With perfect tim­
ing and pace it outperforms the competition." 

Densen Lundevej 10 6705 Esbjerg 0 Denmark 

Phone: ( +45) 75 18 12 14 www.densen.com 

Acoustic Arts 
Watford 
Tel. 01923 245250 

Audio Counsel 
Cheadle 
Tel. 01614 916090 

Audio Counsel 
Oldham 
Tel. 01616 332602 

Hi-Fi Studios 
Doncaster 
Tel. 01302 725550 

Kevin Galloway 
Audio 
Kilmarnock 
Tel. 01563 574185 

Midland Audio 
Exchange 
Kidderminster 
Tel. 01562 822236 

Mike Manning 
Taunton 
Tel. 01823 326688 

Mike Manning 
Yeovil 
Tel. 01935 479361 

New Audio Frontiers 
Loughborough 
Tel. 01509 264002 

Phonography 
Ringwood 
Tel. 01425 461230 

Progressive Audio 
Gillingham 
Tel. 01634 389004 

Zen Audio 
Hull 
Tel 01482 587397 



(2004) Eric's tribute to 

the master imitates the 

original's rawness, but 

with added hi-fidelity. 

2. 461 Ocean Boulevard ( 7974) A warm 

and mellow collection ranging from covers such as 

I Shot The Sheriff to Let it Crow, one of Clapton's 

most enduring compositions. 

3. Derek & The Dominos: Layla & Other Assorted 

Love Songs ( 7970) The slide guitar of Duane 

Allman and Clapton's unrequited love for Patti 

Boyd combined to create an all-time classic. 

4. Cream: Disraeli Gears ( 1967) The only track 

clocking in at longer than 3:30 is Sunshine Of 

Your Love on an album of tightly focused 

psychedelic blues-pop. 
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( COMPETITION 

Quad's stunning 99 preamp 
and 909 power amp worth 
£1,650! 

T
he Quad name is one of the most prominent in hi-fi circles world-wide, fondly 

remembered for its legendary and innovative products from days gone by, as well as 

its high-quality components of the present. Its amplifiers have provided a window 

deep into the music for decades, and last month's Ultimate Croup Test review of the 99 

preamp and 909 power amp confirmed Quad's standing in 2004 as a leading brand. We 

awarded the combo a Best Buy Badge after our blind listening panel praised its powerful 

and clean delivery and superb bass weight and tunefulness. With 140 watts of power on 

tap, this pre/power pairing delivers music with scale and authority while offering an 

impressive range of features, including a switchable phono stage as standard and Quad's 'tilt 

alignment' tone controls. For your chance to win both of these superb amps, simply answer 

the question below. A winner will be drawn out of the hat. Good luck' 

·------------------------------------------------------------------------------------�-----------------------------, 

HOW TO ENTER: 
Answer the question by circling the correct answer, then 

fill in your name, address and daytime telephone number 

below. Please also take the time to fill in our small 

questionnaire - we want to make Hi-Fi Choice as good 

as you deserve, dear reader. 

QUESTION 
What have Quad amps provided for decades? 

a) A window deep into the music 

b) A window in your busy schedule 

c) Replacement uPVC windows, doors and conservatories 

YOUR DETAILS (BLOCK CAPITALS) 

Title Initials Surname ______________ _ 

Address ________________________ _ 

Date of Birth _______ Daytime tel number _________ _ 

24 HI-FI CHOICE september 2004 

What type of hi-fi product do you intend to buy next'------------

Which brands would you most like to read about? ___________ _ _ 

Would you like to see more expensive or less expensive kit reviewed? _ ______ _ 

What would you like to see more of in Hi-Fi Choice? ___________ _ 

Please tell us if there's anything you don't like.--------------

COMPETITION RULES 
The closing date for this competition is 4 August 2004. Winners of the Quad competition will be 

judged from all correct entries submitted, and drawn at random after the closing date. Winners will 

be :--.:-tified by post The Editor's decision is final and no correspondence will be entered into. The 

Quad competition is not open to employees of Quad, Future Publishing Ltd, nor their suppliers, 

agents or associates. We regret this competition is only open to UK residents. No cash alternatives 

will be offered. By entering the competition you will be bound by the rules. We reserve the right to 

substitute alternative prizes with equivalent value to those shown, in the unlikely event of stock 

being temporarily unavailable. All entries must be on this official coupon, but photocopies are 

acceptable. Only one entry per household. 

Send your entry to: 

Quad Competition, Hi-Fi Choice, Future Publishing, 
99 Baker Street, London, Wl U 6FP. 





This month's varied musical morsels 
Reviews by Dan George, Alvin Gold, Jason Kennedy, Dave Oliver, 
Mark Prendergast, Phil Strongman, Nigel Williamson 

Island 

Music: The shifting major/minor chord 

changes, that beautiful burring voice, 

that wonderful finger-picking guitar, 

the tinge of melancholy. His early 

death. Yet Drake lives on. Back in 1986 

we were given Time Of No Reply as his 

final album. This updates it with 

out-takes and newly-discovered tracks, 

put together by Drake's original 

recording team and Cambridge friend 

Robert Kirby. River Mon sans strings 

sounds superbly finished while we get 

a new Three Hours with members of 

Traffic. The harmonic guitar style on 

Black Eyed Dog still produces shivers 

while the album climaxes on the totally 

new Tow The Line. Peerless. ***** 

Sound: Often sourced from valve 

recorders, the tracks benefit from fresh 

digital mastering to create a lovely, 

breathy acoustic sheen. **** MP 

N'Awlinz: Dis Dat Or D'Udda 
Parlophone 

BRIAN WILSON 
Gettin' In Over My Head 
EastWest 

Music: 40 years after the Beach Boys' 

first number one comes Brian Wilson's 

first new material of the 21 st century. 

The 13 new songs unashamedly 

reference that classic endless summer 

sound and the voice of late brother 

Carl Wilson is even heard on Soul 

Seorchin' with harmonies from Brian. 

Yet he didn't need his superstar mates. 

Paul McCartney turns A Friend Like 

You into a chummily mawkish duet. 

Elton John hijacks How Could We Still 

Be Doncin' and Eric Clapton adds 

nothing to City Blues. While they all 

sound like sad old men, Wilson 

resembles pop's Peter Pan. *** 

Sound: Perhaps his live shows creak a 

little these days. But in the studio, 

Wilson is still able to turn even a 

throwaway doodle into a symphonic 

pop masterpiece. **** NW 

Music Time was when just by listening to a 

record, you could tell where it was made. 

Detroit, Memphis, Philadelphia and a dozen 

other American cities all had their own unique 

sound. Such regional variations have today 

been blanded out so that most modern records could have been made 

anywhere. If you lament this musical homogenisation, then Dr John has just 

the medicine. His voodoo funk and Mardi Gras jazz could only come from New 

Orleans - or N'Awlinz as he styles it. Call it witchcraft. But taken daily, the 

roots-drenched southern gumbo of Dis Dat Or D'udda will soon banish the 

toxicity of modern manufactured pop. **** 
Sound: Modern life isn't all rubbish. Roots music and studio technology 

combine to conjure the warmth and intimacy of a French Quarter club. You 

can almost taste that mint julep. **** NW 

PDQ BACH 
Classical WTWP Talkity-Talk Radio 
Professor Peter Schickele 

Telarc CD-80295 

Music: Professor Peter Schickele is a 

pukka composer in his own right, but 

he's better known for his discovery of 
PDQ Bach, "least talented of the Bach 

dynasty ... and the only dead composer 

who can still be commissioned" (don't 

ask). This purports to be a radio 

broadcast to celebrate the 184th 

anniversary of PDQ's death. In case 

you haven't got the picture yet, PDQ 

Bach is a musical joke, but an excellent 

one. The music, at one level na·ive and 

bizarre in every possible respect, is 

artfully written and a real pleasure -

great for the car. **** 
Sound: Although (or perhaps because) 

the recording isn't a serious enterprise, 

the sound is clean, straightforward and 

enjoyable. Done on the cheap, but all 

the better for it. ****AG 

YOUSSOU N'DOUR 

Egypt 
Nonesuch 

Music The archetypal 'world music' 

star, Youssou N'Dour's latest marks a 

departure from the genre-straddling 

pop of his previous albums. It's a 

collection of Sufi devotional songs, 

incorporating elements of north 

African music, as well as that of his 

Senegalese homeland and intended as 

a counterpoint to what he saw as his 

muslim religion being hijacked by 

extremists, and blamed for many of 

the world's ills. The result is a 

spine-tingling collaboration that lifts 

the soul - and offers a lot more fun 
than you'd think. **** 
Sound: The production is smooth 

enough not to jar at dinner parties, 

but N'Dour's voice soars and groans, 

croons and wails over the intoxicating, 

polyglottal rhythms. ****DO 



THIS MONTH'S CLASSIC HI-FI TEST DISC "Power ond mo1esty that remams unmatched" 

KING CRIMSON Larks' Tongues In Aspic Wg•n EG Records 

Music: In 1973, Robert Fripp rebuilt King Crimson from its 

sixties folk/art rock beginnings into a prog rock machine 

stretched the dynamic range of vinyl in its day and really 

warrants a hi-res remastering to give of its all. The playing 

is stunning, Bruford, Welton and Fripp providing the meat 

on which their cohorts place their trimmings. ***** 

Sound: The original CD mastering delivers much of the 

energy and focus along with the gorgeous sound of the 

instruments. The 2000 remaster, however, offers a lot 

more as well as extensive liner notes. *** JK 

with a power and majesty that remains unmatched. With 

David Cross (violin), John Welton (vocals, bass), Jamie 

Muir (percussion) and Bill Bruford of Yes (drums), he had a 

line-up which meant business. There are two versions of 

the title track, Part Two being a "teenage, easy, New York" 

version of the tense, searing opener. A piece which 

CRAIG ARMSTRONG 
Piano Works 

Sanctuary 

Music: This Scottish composer made his name 

with soundtracks for Moulin Rouge and Love 

Actually, and his string arrangements for 

Madonna and Massive Attack among others. 

He already has two albums under his own 

name but this sees him revisiting past successes and some new works on solo 

piano. There's no doubt he has a way with a (usually melancholy) tune, but he 
can play a bit too, and while there are no overt displays of virtuosity, he can 

certainly extract the maximum feeling from his instrument and compositions. 

Fugue, divested of the electronic trickery of the original, is naked in its sense of 

constrained longing, and Glasgow Love Theme, a bit syrupy in the context of 

Love Actually, reveals itself as a moving, heartfelt ode to love. **** 

Sound: While Armstrong's style is fairly easy on the dynamics, the overall 

feeling is perhaps a little too cosy at times when it could have been a bit 

sharper. ***DO 

Ji.l' .. WPTll._W.TM9 

MATT DEIGHTON 
Wake Up The Moths 

BarleY"'heel 

Music: Acoustic is now trendier than 

Hoxton so it's about time ex-Wolfhound 

and Mother Earth member Matt 

Deighton - the singer-songwriter who 

helped start the revival with his Villager 

CD - should get in the frame. Recorded 

in various studios over three years, this 

could've been a mess but does, instead, 

completely justify those Nick Drake 

comparisons. Highlights include the 

touching Faffing, the spiraling If You 

Get Swayed and an ethereal cover of 

Brian Protheroe's Pinball. It's a 
melancholy triumph - quite simply, 

mesmerising. **** 

Sound: Deighton's always had an ear 

for sound - his hi-fi set-up was once 

featured in HFC - and he's blended 

both that and subtle atmospherics to 

good effect. **** PS 

HANS ROTT 
Symphony No 1, Orchestral Works 

Sebastian Weigle, Munchner 

Rundfunorchester 

Arte Nova Classics 82876 57748 2 

Music: By all counts, the 'hapless' 

Hans Rott ( 1858- 1884) was Anton 

Bruckner's favourite pupil, but despite 

the august backing, he was never 

taken seriously by the establishment of 

the day. He was derided by the jury 

when this symphony was presented at 

a musical competition, yet an admiring 

Gustav Mahler was a fellow student, 

and the influence of Wagner is also 

obvious in the very approachable and 

full blooded first symphony. Rott may 

be a forgotten tributary of late 19th 

century music, but here his music is 

performed with conviction. **** 

Sound: A successful if not always very 

elegant sounding recording, with a full 

and weighty balance. ****AG 

Blood On The Tracks 

SACO !Y "VJ 

Columbia 

Music: Regarded as Dylan's most emotionally revealing 

album, this 197 5 classic marked a return to the acoustic 
style of The Band and features some of his finest 

material. Written after the breakdown of his marriage, it 

is a sad but tranquil album full of insight, retrospection 

and superb tunes. Opener Tangled Up In Blue is for my 

money Dylan's finest work - it rambles along in tight but 

loose fashion and hooks you in with an intrinsically musical lure that is beyond 

mere words. Among the nine other tracks are obvious winners like Idiot Wind, 

If You See Her, Say Hello and Lily, Rosemary And The Jock Of Hearts, a ballad 

of unusual length and descriptive power. As Sony owns Columbia it's not 

surprising to see this on SACD but none the less welcome for it. ***** 

Sound: A crisp and revealing remastering, the extra resolution of the SACD 

layer gives you more information about the nature of the recording (about par 

for the period) and the musicianship which is understated but keen. **** JK 

MOZART 
Requiem 

Concentus Musicus Wien, Nikolaus Harnoncourt (cond), Christine 

Schafer (soprano), Bernarda Fink (alto), Kurt Streit (tenor), Gerald 

Finley (bass), Arnold Schoenberg Choir 

SACD btereo, ffit''tJchanr SACD plus steit ")CD a1t \ 

Deutsche Harmonia Mundi 82876 58705 2 

Music: Mozart's valedictory Requiem has been recorded 

many times over the years, but rarely with the passion 

and the deeply considered attention to detail of this one, 

which is sung with a near ideal mix of authenticity and 

body by the quartet of soloists and the Arnold Schoenberg Choir. They receive 

more than usually dynamic and colourful backing from the orchestra playing 

with the clarity of line that comes from original instruments, but without the 

pedantry and occasional sterility. This performance has that rare quality of 

making the music seem new and fresh, despite years of familiarity. ***** 

Sound: A marvellous live recording from the Grober Musikvereinssaal Wein, 

Austria, this disc has a strong sense of occasion and a three-dimensional 

soundstage, and greater expressive power from the SACD layer. *****AC 

GRANDMASTER FLASH, MELLE MEL 
AND THE FURIOUS FIVE 
Greatest Hits 

DVD· Audio (24:'96 :.unound. 24:' 192 <,tere tlo!h:- ,.. q1tJ!l 

Silverline 

Music: Disco magicians and pioneers of the global art 

form we know as hip-hop, Grandmaster Flash, Melle 

Mel and the Furious Five were a highly creative 

collaboration of innovative street urchins. The group 

borrowed heavily from the disco, funk and soul of the 

decade preceding its eighties heyday, creating a new 

street-level soundtrack from the forgotten black ghettos 

of New York. But twenty years on, for every legendary hit 

like The Message or White Lines, there are twice as many primitive rhymes that 

echo the early days of rap, and are perhaps best left to memory. *** 
Sound: Hugely entertaining with obvious advances in resolution, the rear 

channels have been thoughtfully involved in this new mix which brings forth the 

flavour of the old skool in a way that CD (and original vinyl) could only dream 

1 of. The crude original samples are brutally exposed, however. **** DC 
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2 way, 3 way . 5 way Automatic RGB 

Scart control switches. The Trilogy 
range give perfect loss free switching of 

any AV signal - DVD, Digibox, SKY, Game 
console. etc. Trilogy 1 has additional 
feature of recording one signal whilst 
viewing another -+ Videosender -+ Audio 

output connections. 

5way RGB Auto 3way RGB Auto 
5cart Controller Trilogy 1 £99 Trilogy 2 £59 

2way RGB Au ta 
Trilogy 3 £39 

Watch and Control Satellite or VCR round your house 
No wiring - send DVD, SAT, Video, etc. to any room 

in your house. New improved version gives crystal 

clear picture and sound and also lets you control 
your equipment remotely with your existing 
remotes. Easy plug and play version. Cables inc. 

Videosender system V5plus £54.95 
Extra receivers £30 

5-Video signal from your Digibox or DVD 

www.metropolls-musk:.co.uk 

I. 01892 539245 

I. 01892 616383 

Converts a RGB signal from DVD or Digibox to a 
high quality S video signal. Ideal for routing thru· 

Surround amps. or connecting to Projectors. etc. 
Also available - Component to RGB converter, 

Digital to Analogue converters. etc. 

RGB to 5-Video plus Composite Converter 
RGB-5 £ o 

distribution by: 

6 London Rd. Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN1 1 DQ 

FREE Hi-Fi Upgrade 
hififorsale.com Ltd's AudiophileCandy 
2004 accessories catalogue 

Our NEW Edition Features: 
• A massive selection of class leading 

audio accessories from manufacturers 
throughout the world 

• Overviews and advice from 
leading industry experts 

• The latest world-wide products 
• Free tips, advice & F.A.Q. 

• Over 92 full colour pages 
featuring over 500 products 

AudiophileCandy 2004 is your FREE 

'""'"' wd•<>l'l>lk< mcly<<>m 

essential guide to the very best in audio accessories. 

2004 

Grab Your Copy NOW 
For your FREE copy of our latest catalogue visit www.audiophilecandy.com 
and fill in our contact form or coll; 

0870 241 246 9 



The pick of this month's best letters 
Write to: Hi-Fi Choice, Future Publishing Ltd, 99 Baker Street, London WI U 6FP 
Or email your fetters to dangeorge@futurenet.co.uk 

----------------·-----------�-------------� 

RELIGHT MY RELIC 

I have read many reviews of the Roksan Caspian M 

Series with interest Most give credit to the Caspian 

pedigree and generally agree that the M Series 

makeover has squeezed out more joy from this 

design. However, many reviews remark that the 

Caspian M Series CD player uses almost museum­

grade components (20-bit DAC etc). Your CD group 

test (HFC 252) said that the Caspian player bench 

tested poorly, without much improvement over 

previous versions. 

I would like to improve on my all-Capsian 

components using Roksan's upgrade service, but my 

dilemma is that I might be wasting money on the 

CD - perhaps an upsampling DAC, cabling or mains 

improvements would be better? 

Chris Kinnear via email 

HFC Roksan's latest Caspian player might have 

attracted some colourful comments on test, but 

overall, we considered it an enjoyable and 

dynamic player. If you are unhappy with the 

sound (which you don't state), you could achieve 

small sonic improvements with some good 

interconnects. A new DAC however, is likely to 

breathe the most life into your player although 

you may find a good one prohibitively expensive. 

We'd suggest first carefully explaining to Roksan 

exactly what you're trying to achieve to see if 

they can help with the upgrade service, or try 

your player at a dealer that 

has a few DACs in stock. Try 

Musical Fidelity's X-DAC' 

(£400) and take a look at 

Monarchy's range. Do let us 

know how you get on. 

THE NUMBERS GAME 

It used to be multi-decimal 

performance figures of 

questionable relevance from the 

Roksan Caspian M Series 
CD player - a museum piece? 

"Who in their right mind 
wants to listen to 50 
hours of compressed 
audio, even if they are 

on the move?" 

lab that determined enjoyable sound. Now that we 

have fallen in love with computers, it seems to be 

how many songs you can cram on to an MP3 player, 

or transfer onto a CD·R or Mini Disc. Why on earth 

would I want my entire music collection crammed 

on to such a device if it's going to be at 

sub-standard levels of quality? 

Who in their right mind is going to want to listen 

to 50 hours of compressed audio, even if they are 

on the move? What is more, who has the time to 

collate/index all of this material? 

Then there is the 'game' of multichannel audio -

have we forgotten just how good real stereo can be? 

A proper stereo recording can convey all the height 

and depth information you need. Maybe it's time 

the technology pundits returned to the first 

principles of high fidelity, a term that's very 

meaning seems to have been long forgotten 

Douglas Marc via email 

HFC: It's certainly not the audiophile who 

chooses compressed audio, although for the 

music lover on the move, the hard disk portable 

has much to offer (by the way, 'Paddies rarely 

input track details, as most are now available on 

the web). We can only hope that the popularity of 

these products turns more people on to music, 

who in turn develop an appetite for high-fidelity 

sound from their equipment. c:t 
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[ Choice Mail ] Readers' letters 

Cl TIME GENTLEMEN PLEASE 
Over the years there have been numerous speaker 

design methods to get the correct time alignment 

between drivers. To this end, we have seen external 

tweeters, concentric drivers and angled drivers, all to 

help overcome this acoustic problem and create 

great reproduction of sound. Now we are seeing 

more expensive speakers being developed, such as 

the Rega R9 and the Focal-JMlab Diva Utopia Be, 

that have the main bass drivers set on the sides of 

the cabinets. Not only that, but these speakers 

pump bass frequencies away from the listener's ears. 

I don't doubt the high marks given these speakers in 

the reviews but can you help to alleviate my present 

confusion about these different approaches? 

Andy Benford via email 

HFC: The placement of side-firing bass drivers is 

non-critical to time alignment and is used purely 

to facilitate a decent-size bass driver on a 

slim-fronted speaker - bass is non-directional after 

all. There are a variety of speaker designs that 

have specifically targetted time alignment, from 

full-range drivers to clever electrostatics, but one 

of the more succesful is KEF's Uni-0 array. This 

two-drivers�n-0ne approach creates an effective 

coincident point source, which is effective at 

creating an accurate time-aligned output. 

UP WHERE WE BELONG 
Like many readers, I'm content with my modest 

system, but aspire to owning a truly high-end set-up. 

However, rather than spend thousands on gear, I've 

decided to spend a bit of money on improving my 
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KEF's Q Compact 
speaker with its 
time-aligned Uni-Q 
two-in-one driver 

"Rather than spend 
thousands on gear, 
I've decided to spend 
a bit of money on 
improving my room." 

room. I figured a dedicated room should give a 

significant sonic gain - more so than expensive kit in 

a sub-standard room (think hotel-based hi-fi shows) 

So I cleared the loft, put in a suspended floor and 

boarded up the walls. The result - a dedicated, non­

parallel-sided, damped room where I can play my 

music as loud as I like. The only thing I miss is a 

solid concrete floor for better bass, but otherwise it's 

money well spent. There's even room for a projector 

and 5.1 speakers should I have a temporary lapse of 

commitment. It's been a while since Hi-Fi Choice did 

a feature on room acoustics - come on guys, I had 

to dig out a musty old back issue I 

Adam Gibson via email 

HFC: We admire your dedication - let's hope you 

don't get in trouble for neglecting friends and 

family in your new sanctuary! It's easy to 

underestimate the importance of a good room. 

For many of us, hi-fi is compromised by being 

planked in the living room with all the other 

furniture - setting yourself up with a dedicated 

room is often a richly rewarding venture. 

""""' Broadband�o 1 m:m::imm 
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[ Beautiful Systems ] 

Fame 
Academy 
High-end brands don't come much more iconic than 
Audio Research and Sonus Faber Sweet music? You bet 

T
here comes a time, and this is it for 

Beautiful Systems, when you have 

to accept that not all high-end hi-fi 

is wildly esoteric. Tempting as it is, I 

don't think we've ever been guilty of 

choosing kit for its obscurity value. But, 

this month ... well, welcome to the 'no 

introduction required' celeb party. Audio 

Research and Sonus Faber: sublime 

exemplars of the high end without a 

doubt, but also two of most iconic hi-fi 

brands on the planet. 

And not for nothing. Sonus Faber's far 

flung fame is, perhaps, the easier to 

understand. As an Italian company with 

a reputation for making loudspeakers 

with the same general outlook as 

Ferrari makes cars - outrageous 

performance and visible sex appeal sit 

at the top of the agenda - maintaining 

a low profile isn't a realistic option. 

Why Audio Research has lodged in 

the collective audiophile psyche is less 

obvious, but I reckon there are probably 

three main reasons. One, it all looks 

exactly as you imagine deadly serious, 

souped-up-to-the-max, zero-frills hi-fi 

should - all beefy grab-handled, studio 

rack-ready, heavy-duty functionality. I'm 

tempted to call the style 'lab chic' 

except there's nothing chic about it. 

Two, no other name says 'American 

high end' with quite as much stern 

gravitas. For all its sci-fi menace, 'Krell' 

sounds vaguely frivolous by comparison. 

And three, Audio Research has gone 

the distance. Founded by current 

company president William Z Johnson 

in Minneapolis some 34 years ago, it's 

one of the oldest continually operating 

audio manufacturers in America. 

Johnson's efforts as an audio engineer 

were certainly instrumental in reviving 

tube designs as a superior means to an 

enjoyable musical end when most of 

the industry had decided to back solid 

state. And, boy, has he stuck to his 

guns. All right, there must be half a 

dozen US audio luminaries who can lay 

claim to being the 'father of high-end', 

but Johnson is one of the more credible. 

YESTERDAY TODAY 

Today's Audio Research hardware looks 

much the same as yesterday's. And the 

day before that. Longevity, serviceability 

and steady evolution are held to be 

more important than the wow 

factor-led designs of some rivals. If 

Audio Research were a car maker, it 

would be Porsche. As the company says 

of the fact that much of its early kit is 

still in service doing the business some 

quarter of a century on, "these products 

are workhorses, not museum pieces" 

The CD3 Mk2 CD player could hardly 

be described as anything else. With a 

top plate painted in what appears to be 

black Hammerite and a fascia 

comprising just grab handles, a green 

LED display and six square buttons, the 

top-loading CD3 is to plain design 

what Woody Allen is to chronic 

neurosis. There's something about that 

stark functionality that's strangely 

attractive, though. Perhaps it's the lack 

of pretension. Besides, it's what's 

happening under that sturdy lid that 

makes the CD3 such a remarkable 

spinner of the original silver disc. c:::i 

"Sonus Faber makes speakers with the same 
general outlook as Ferrari makes cars - for 
outrageous performance and visible sex appeal." 

udio 
R--earch CD3 

k CD player 
£5,190 
AR's statement 

digital player doesn't 

mess around with 

SACD or DVD-Audio. 

It just sets out to 

extract the absolute 

max from CD 

__ .. - --
� .. 

-... . 

r\uulO 
Research LS25 

·2 o eamp 
£5,799 
This respected AR 

preamp has had 

extensive upgrading 

in Mk2 form "High 

definition," it says on 

the box. Ain't 

kidding, either. 

Audio 
"-•ea·-1. "TlOO 

3 we amp 
£6,400 
The most popular 

tube amp on the 

planet says AR. It's 

too big to fit on 

most equipment 

racks, but it sounds 

as big as it looks. 

r • ..,or 
1dsr• e 

£4,998 per pair 
It's a pair of these or 

a used Fiat Panda. 

OK, the Panda moves 

but once you've 

heard the Cremona, 

you won't want to go 

anywhere 
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Cl The original CD3 was launched two 

years ago, superseding the widely 

acclaimed CD2 as the company's 

'statement' on digital replay. Why not an 

SACD machine a la Krell, or even a 

universal player? Audio Research argues 

that the CD3 is designed to do one 

thing, and one thing only: play normal 

'red book' standard music CDs, CD-R 

and CD-RW discs with "maximum 

fidelity and full musical expression". And 

that means eschewing not just all the 

extra circuitry needed for SACD and 

DVD Video and Audio, but also any form 

of upsampling. Yes, the CD3 uses the 

latest 24-bit/192kHz Crystal DAC, but 

AR's empirical research has suggested 

that there's an unavoidable sonic 

compromise that comes with sample rate 

manipulation and approximating errors 

it would rather not make. 

So the CD3 really is unusually simple. 

The laser mechanism is the best one 

Philips makes, the cast-metal Pro 2, 

mounted on a massive machined base 

for maximum rigidity and minimum 

jitter. The Crystal Semiconductor 

24/192 DAC was chosen for its 

resolution and musicality when 

matched with AR's fully differential, 

Class A JFET analogue output stage. 

Massive regulated power supplies are 

also crucial; likewise the top grade 

capacitors for both bulk supplies and 

bypass components. In fact, all the 

components used in the CD3 have 

been "carefully selected" and, in many 

cases, tweaked to get best performance. 

What was the drawer front on the CD2 

is now where the CD3's six function 

buttons sit, including a standby mode. 

Round the back, digital outputs comprise 

an AES/EBU (XLR) socket alongside 

S/PDIF coaxial (BNC), while analogue 

outputs include both single-ended and 

balanced. The plastic remote looks and 

feels low rent but works fine. 

In 'Mk2' guise, AR says it's pushed 

the CD3's resolution up and distortion 

down, as well as lowering noise floor and 

increasing micro and macrodynamics. 

As you've probably guessed, there is no 

eureka component responsible for the 

improvements, it's all done with 

judicious tweaking or, as AR calls it, 

"the careful application of proprietary, 

mechanical and optical modifications 

and treatments". In hard figures, that's 

45 parts changed or added. 

CATCHING THE TUBE 

A stalwart of the Audio Research 

line-up for nearly three years, the LS25 

vacuum tube stereo line preamp has 

also been given the 'Mk2' treatment, 

featuring trickle-down input stage 

technology from the much more 

expensive VTM200 monoblock power 

amp. The exterior design of the LS25 is 

deceptive. The thick alloy fascia sports 

what looks like an old-fashioned array 

of knobs and toggle switches but, in 

fact, they're all mid-sprung and entirely 

microprocessor controlled. 

Inside, there's a new motherboard 

architecture that incorporates a JFET 

input stage similar to that used in the 

VTM200, followed by a cathode­

follower/output driver stage using two 

6H30 twin triodes. These are Russian 

military valves and supplant the 6922 

tubes of the previous model, though 

their heater elements have higher 

current requirements, hence the Mk2's 

new power transformer and power 

supply adjustments. The good news for 

owners of the original LS25 is that all 

the mods are retro-fittable by AR. 

More famous even than the LS25 is 

the VTlOO stereo power amp which has 

been around since 1996 and now sells 

as the Mk3. Despite its prodigious 

weight and size (and price), this 

100-watter remains the world's 

best-selling tube amp, according to 

Audio Research, not least, presumably, 

for its ability to drive speakers loads that 

would wither more delicate designs. 

Taking its cue from from the VTM200 

monoblock, the Mk3's input stage has 

direct-coupled JFETS for ultra-low noise, 

and is followed by a 6H30 driver/gain 

stage, capacitor coupled to a 6H30 

follower, driving two matched pairs of 

6550C output tubes per channel. There 

are now four internal bias adjustments, 

up from the previous two, to allow 

more accurate DC balance adjustments 

SONUS FABER �:::: WWW.SONUSFABER.COM AUDIO RESEARCH :::::: WWW.AUDIORESEARCH.COM 

ABSOLUTE SOUNDS �0208 971 3909 �:::: WWW.ABSOLUTESOUNDS.COM 



[ Beautiful Systems ] 

"The broad character of this combo's sound can be summed up by 
The Fast Show' s Jazz Club bloke - nice. Amazingly nice. Grrreat too. 
And, when the occasion demands, most definitely shmokin'." 

for the output tubes and the line fuse 

has been beefed up to 6.3 amps, 

allowing the Mk3 more dynamic 

headroom. As with the updated LS25, 

there's now a 12-volt power on/off 

trigger for remote or custom installation 

purposes and the two components can 

be linked for remote operation. 

BRAINS AND BEAUTY 

Want to know why this is a beautiful 

system, visually as well as sonically, 

when the electronics are clearly from 

the brutally functional side of town' 

The Sonus Faber Cremona. This tall, 

lissome Italian three-way floorstander 

from the maker of the world's sexiest 

speakers has beauty to burn - more 

than enough to cover for the shortfall 

from team AR. A Jaw-dropping fusion of 

high-tech engineering and instrument­

maker-standard cabinet craftsmanship, 

the Cremona's lavish mix of solid woods 

and veneers (32 pieces of solid and 

laminated maple), synthetic leather-clad 

front baffles and state-of-the-art drivers 

- including a honey of a ring radiator 

tweeter - is madly over-the-top and 

desperately desirable. 

The elegance of the sculpted lute 

shape (or boat back, if your prefer) has 

a lot to do with it. Technically, it 

improves cabinet stiffness and cuts 

down internal standing waves. 

Aesthetically, it replaces your knee 

joints with marshmallows. And that's 

with the four drivers exposed. Attach 

the black elastic strings that stretch top 

to bottom in place of grilles and, wow, 

suddenly you can actually do that 

David Blaine levitation thing. What do 

you need to know' Two rear-firing 

ports, non-resonant first order 

crossovers, 4-ohm impedance, godB 

sensitivity, 32Hz-40kHz frequency 

response. That's the Cremona. 

Okay, let's be straight about this. The 

broad character of this combo's sound 

can be summed up by the Fast Shaw's 

Jazz Club bloke - nice. Amazingly nice. 

Grrreat, too. And, when the occasion 

demands, most definitely shmokin'. 

Naturally, kit of this calibre has the 

'hi-fi' side of things down. Detail, drive, 

rhythmic integrity, tonal texture and 

colour and musical communication are 

all, frankly, pretty wonderful. The amps 

also prove that valves needn't sound 

overly warm and lush. Whatever CD you 

feed the CD3, the presentation is 

natural, lucid and expressive. It only 

sounds electronic when Keith Emerson 

is murdering his Moog. 

That said, they are most definitely 

valve amps in the best sense and do err 

on the rose-tinted side of neutral. Their 

romanticism is utterly beguiling, 

though, and shamelessly promotes the 

life in music. Claire Martin's Too Dom 

Hot on the Linn label sounds simply 

gorgeous on this system; it makes you 

forget you're listening to hi-fi 

altogether, let alone a humble CD. Nor 

does the AR/SF marriage 

underestimate the importance of bass 

as a solid foundation - everything 

above falls into place convincingly. The 

invitingly weighty presentation fleshes 

out weedy productions but stops short 

of making lush recordings sound obese. 

And the Cremonas have bags of poise, 

even at window-rattling volumes. 

As a system, this one just disappears 

like Jean-Luc Picard in the transporter 

room, letting the music sing for itself. 

Simply exquisite. HFC 

David Vivian 
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- PINEWOOD ­

MUSIC 
of Winchester and Taunton 

I '4 ;1�!lilJ,',f1'11 � ;l•l � � � ;1 
Your chance to trade up to America's 

finest at an unbeatable saving! 

For a limited period only, we are 
offering a fantastic trade-up 
allowance on a wide range of Krell 
KAV audio and video products. 
Telephone for details - but hurry: this 
superb offer won't go on for ever ! 

I :4 il �!I il fi• l (iii t •HI 
The result of intensive development by Krell, the 

hallmarks of this new series of loudspeakers are 
immediacy, delicacy and unrestrained dynamics. 
Equally at home with music or movies, the 

Resolutions represent superb value for money. 

Book your demonstration now and hear them with 

the KAV Summer offer range of products. 

Ii• 1�lilt1;1 :l �iii i jf;1 •] ''7;1 i1 I 
The ultimate loudspeaker for those whose love of 
music demands the most natural timbral and 
dynamic expression. Music in the home has never 

sounded so heartbreakingly thrilling. Pure beauty. 

l•l ;!�{, ! J 1] �!-I 11'4 
Our most-loved turntable is back after all these 
years. The subject of a wonderful review last month, 
this gorgeous sculpture conveys so convincingly the 
eternal truth of vinyl's matchless musicality. 

MARTIN LOGAN DEPTH 
Small sub, fantastic sound, a must-hear! 

The PINEWOOD MUSIC COMPANY 
Brian Rivas and Alison Holmes can be contacted at : 

Winchester: 01962 776808 
Taunton: 01460 54322 
Mobile: 07860 351113 

e-mail: brianriv@mac.com 

Agencies include: Krell, Sonus faber, Jadis, Copland, Pathos, 

Oracle, Audio Research, Unison Research, Martin Logan, Chord 
Company, Transparent, BCD, Futureglass, finite-elemente 

.__DEMONSTRATIONS AVAILABLE 7 DAYS A WEEK 



OUR RATINGS EXPlAINED 

Percentage ratings for 

various different criteria, 

like sound quality and 

value for money 

',nor an 

rwe liked 

·e a very good impression in HFC 243. At 

.ame price there's also the Cyrus 7, a 

ng all-rounder in a compact case. 

'ter trying the Heart with the 'itandard 

s we switched over to the Siemens 

::irade, a comparison somewhal muddied by 

,, fact that it was a cold for hot swap - the 

___ _,i,,,"'-'""'-"-""-"� ..,ral da� with the 

Our overall conclusion 

· roug . e 1emens-equ1pped player has an 

·n snappier sound with better timing that 

es with dense material with remarkable 

fidence and ease. It even seerm to be 

t...1u tdn rind ... v .... civilised players for tnt. 
money. But few combine dynamits with fine 

timing skills as effectively as this.HFC 

BUllD>>l5'MI 

VALUE»l5'MI 

HHI 
)) OVERALL SCORE 

J<Json Kennedy 

The product's final 

score. All criteria are 

taken into account 

but the emphasis is 

on performance. 

Components scoring 

more than 85% 
may qualify for an 

HFC Award Badge 

Best Buy 

A component 

receiving the coveted 

Hi-Fi Choice Best Buy 

Badge has been 

judged to deliver 

excellent performance 

at its price point, 

thereby offering 

outstanding value 

for money. 

Elfitor's Choice 

This Badge is awarded 

only to those 

components that are 

judged to deliver 

reference-standard 

performance, regardless 

of cost These products 

may be considered 

among the very best of 

their kind. 
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We spoke to Roy Candy, 

managing director of 

Rega Research, about his 

firm's latest brace of 

winning disc spinners 

HFC: The PS and P7 

both have an aluminium frame. Why is this? 

RG: One problem with a turntable is the mass of 

the base or plinth that everything is mounted 

into. I know that lots of manufacturers like to 

make heavy bases but the engineering reality is 

that the lighter it is the better it is. Because it is 

something that contains noise from the motor 

and bearing and has the ability to transfer that to 

the platter and put it into the record, the heavier 

it is the more energy will be transferred into the 

platter - like a lorry hitting a mini, the big thing 

will transfer energy into the small thing. 

A turntable base needs to be as light and as 

stiff as possible but it also has to look good and 

feature a dust lid to have broad appeal. 

The aluminium surround brings the turntable up 

to the right size for it to support a lid and is both 

light and non-resonant. 

Why twin belts on the P7? 

However well you make a belt it has inaccuracies. 

If you use two the likelihood of the same 

inaccuracies being there at the same time is 

highly unlikely, so variations will be damped and 

the speed will be more constant. 

What's the advantage of the three-point fixing 

on the RB700 arm? 

Our usual arm fixing arrangement (on the RB250 

and RB300) stresses the plinth - any stress in 

something that's vibrating at microscopic levels 

creates an increased likelihood of it vibrating at a 

specific frequency. This creates a resonance with a 

higher energy level and the three-point fixing puts 

less stress into the plinth. 

This is true of any hi-fi component and it's why 

clamping records is not a good idea, you can hear 

a difference with a clamp but what you realise 

after a while is that the change it makes is the 

same with all records, because you are stressing 

the record and encouraging it to resonate at a 

specific frequency. 

--
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"Its ability to define the leading edge of 
each note is what keeps you listening and 
appreciating the subtleties of the music." 

CJ these decks inhabit similar basic structures 

and have the same arm, one look under the 

felt mat reveals a major difference in the 

white ceramic platter. This is described as an 

evolution of that on the P9, and unlike that 

deck it has peripheral mass loading in the 

form of small cylinders that give a flywheel 

effect. This is an unusually high-tech 

approach for any turntable, let alone one at 

this sort of price, and Rega is to be 

commended for using it here. 

The bearing and platter support are much 

heavier duty items than on the PS. Made using 

CNC cut aluminium and featuring three 

support points for the platter, the sub platter is 

driven by two round section belts. The 

aforementioned TI PSU is supplied as standard 

with the P7 and generates a 24-volt balanced 

supply that drives an onboard anti-vibration 

circuit. Speed change is electronic, but on/off 

switching is a pain. The power switch is at the 

back of the PSU to discourage turning the 

turntable off when changing LPs. 

SOUND QUALITY 

The PS came fitted with Rega's penultimate 

moving magnet cartridge - the Super Elys 

(El SO), an elliptically tipped one-piece design 

with a low profile that ensures correct VTA 

(vertical tracking angle) when used in Rega 

arms. Phono amplification was provided 

initially by a Trichord Dino+ and latterly by 

that company's Delphini Mk2. 

The PS has a very coherent and tight sound; 

it keeps everything in its correct perspective 

and has a keen sense of timing. In fact, it's 

the timing that's central to this player's 

character. Its ability to define the leading 

edge of each note, whether it be alone or in 

contrast to other simultaneous notes, is what 

keeps you listening and appreciating the 

subtleties of the music. 

Tonally, the PS with Super Elys is a shade on 

the forward side - many will undoubtedly 

enjoy the hint of edge that it adds to 

proceedings, because it's subtle enough to be 

hard to pinpoint and euphonic enough to 

blend in with most musical styles. There are 

occasions when a hi-hat, for instance, seems a 

little further forward in the mix than you'd 

expect, but not to the extent that it's grating. 

The track on this occasion was HIM's 

Elementals, which remained rhythmically tight 

and spontaneous without sounding 

lightweight, the various percussive instruments 

and bass guitar co-existing in very tidy fashion. 

Indeed, the PS does bass with considerable 

aplomb, delivering Jeff Buckley's Crace with 

plenty of grunt not to mention a generous 

dollop of energy. This isn't the most dynamic of 



turntables, but it's sensitive to the energy levels 

on the disc and quite capable of supplying 

bass weight, if not the full breadth of its 

character. It's always a lot of fun too; you can't 

help but be bounced by Outkast's well-meant if 

politically challenged We Luv Oeez Hoez, which 

has an elastic energy that's contagious. 

Moving over to the P7 with Rega's Exact 

cartridge (£27S, 'Vital' tip) is a very pleasant 

experience. Now, the PS is good - very good 

for the money. But if you double the budget 

there's a real treat in store with the P7 The 

benefit is largely in terms of relaxation and 

naturalness, plus a stronger sense of body 

and shape to the sound. The P7 is a 

significantly more sophisticated and 

refined record player; it has the same great 

sense of timing, but this 1s Joined by a 

considerably higher level of resolution. We 

could hear right down through the mix on 

Bugge Wesseltoft's Moving, which revealed a 

strange flutter effect on the piano, 

presumably some form of reverb. Backgrounds 

are extremely quiet if the vinyl allows, which 

means that all the subtleties come through -

and all the problems too if the album has 

'issues'. Bugge's track has a steady build-up of 

tension that is unmissable on a player of this 

calibre, the rhythm gradually increasing in 

tempo while the energy builds up beneath it. 

Keith Jarrett's Kiiln Concert revealed a lot 

more of its quieter elements too, with the 

creak of the stool and the sense of the venue 

being far clearer than with the PS. There was 

still a slight shortfall in image scale 

compared to more expensive designs, but 

that wasn't for want of detail. 

Zakir Hussain's Making Music provided more 

insight into the tangibility of the P7's resolving 

power, the deck producing a vivid and realistic 

image between and in front of the speakers. 

The acoustic instruments here were uncannily 

real, and the metallic tap of his fingers on the 

table revealed their own distinct reverb. 

While the Exact is a pretty impressive 

cartridge for the money, having something 

rather more capable in the room in the form 

of a van den Hui Grasshopper (£2,800) 

proved too great a temptation; having fitted 

three spacers under the RB700, it was duly 

bolted on. A very worthwhile exercise it was 

Rega PS and P7 turntables [ Review] 

Aluminium ---H• 
frame surround 

Micro-fibre __ __,.__, 
plinth 

RB700 tonearm 
with standard 
counterweight 

Glass platter 
(felt mat 
provided) 

Rega Super 
Elys ea rtri d ge 
(£150 extra) 

Fibre -----w--------------­

RB700 tonearm 
with high­
density 
counterweight 

composite 
plinth 

Rega Exact 
cartridge 
(£275 extra) 

too, even if it meant that the counterweight 

was hanging off the end of the arm 1 

This moving coil added a sense of acoustic 

space to the P7's many skills, refining the 

tone of instruments and exposing more shape 

and colour in everything played. The sound 

was still a little restrained in 'grunt' terms, but 

there was no getting away from the big 

differences it revealed between LPs - the real 

sign of high resolution. What's more, albums 

that had previously seemed compressed 

ceased to be so - a real boon. Upgrading to 

Tom Evans' The Groove phono stage added 

more of the energy we crave, alongside a 

great sense of poise which comes in very 

handy when you're cranking Jeff Buckley's 

more excitable moments to the maxi 

Above: The PS has a socket to allow 
upgrade to Rega' s TT Power Supply Unit, 
while the P7 supplies it as standard 

Ceramic oxide 
powder platter 
(felt mat 
provided) 

With these ancillaries, the P7 revealed that 

it's a high-resolution record player with 

considerable finesse and great sensitivity to 

the music. While its unsuspended nature 

means that decent isolation is pretty much 

essential, there are few other reasons why it 

shouldn't end up ruling the roost in its price 

range. Avid, Clearaudio and Michell had 

better pull their socks up if they want to 

compete with this. HFC 

FEATURES» 80% 
I I I I I I I 11 I I 

BUILD» 84% 
I I I I I I I I Ill I 

VALUE» 92% 
I I I I I I 

FEATURES» 85% 
I I I I I I I I DI I 

BUILD» 84% 
I I I I I I 11 DI I 

VALUE» 90% 
I I I I I I I I I J I 

Jason Kennedy 
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Mission Elegante e83 loudspeaker [ Review ] 

Mission accomplished 
Polish and refinement are the touchstones of the new Elegante range leader from Mission 

PROOUCT Mission Elegante e83 

TYPE Floorstanding lo
_
ud

_
s
�
p

_
ea

_
ke

_
r ___ _ 

PRICE El,990 per pair 
----

KEY FEATURES (WxHxD): 33xlllx36cm 

O Weight: 22.l kg O Two-way configuration O Five 

l 65mm Paramid-S sandwich cone mid/bass drivers 

(three passive) O Viotex-S fabric dome tweeter 

O Sensitivity/impedance: 90db/4 ohms (minimum) 

CONTACT W 01480 451777 "'' www.mission.co.u k 

I 
t's common practice in the loudspeaker 

industry to develop a cost-no-object 

flagship model, paying scant attention to 

practicality, cost or any factors other than sheer 

outright performance. The flagship then serves 

as a starting point for more affordable, 

practical loudspeakers using the same 

technology base, feeding also on the kudos 

that the flagship has (hopefully) generated. 

Mission followed this well-trodden path with 

its top-end Pilastro speaker, introduced in 2002 

with no less than 13 drive units nestling within 

its frame. Ten of these are actually passive bass 

radiators, built into a non-homogenous 

enclosure that starts life as a poured resin into 

which minerals are added. At first sight the 

Elegante range, of which the e83 - a two-way 

floorstander - is the senior model, looks like a 

scaled-down but still very substantial replica. 

From Pilastro to e83, the hardware has 

changed, but the ideas are clearly from the 

same pool. A Pilastro-style loaded resin 

enclosure isn't practical at sensible prices and 

has been replaced by a Grania enclosure, which 

consists of five layers - a 6mm-thick central 

particleboard core, with two outer and two 

inner layers of 3mm MDF, in which the sharper, 

high-Q resonances characteristic of the latter 

are damped by the chipboard. The glue used 

between layers also plays a part in controlling 

the enclosure, as does the extensive internal 

bracing and the lacquer outer coating. 

According to designer Peter Comeau, when the 

enclosure is as well controlled as this one, the 

effects of the lacquer coating, or different 

wood veneers in other loudspeakers, become 

identifiable aurally. Vertical internal bracing 

bears on the back of the bass driver magnets, 

and his take on this is that unless the enclosure 

is particularly well controlled, this can lead to 

degraded rather than improved performance. 

Of course, the lacquer coating is a key part of 

the Elegante's aesthetic too. Each of the seven 

coats is rubbed down by hand before the 

cabinet is resprayed, and the complete cabinet 

takes three weeks to pass through the factory. 

External stability is ensured by a large-area 

integrated plinth fitted with six 8mm spikes. 

ABR is an acronym for Auxiliary Bass 

The tweeter dome is made from Viotex, a 

man-made fibre with an elastometer coating 

that is very light and well damped, and that 

operates up to 30kHz (-3dB). The crossover is 

at a low 2.2kHz and is split into two sections, 

one carrying the treble network and sensitive 

capacitors, the other the high power coils that 

in close proximity would cause interference. 

SOUND QUALITY 

Some products just slot cleanly into their host 

systems and listening rooms; others such as 

this one require more application. We started 

by treating it similarly to other comparably 

"The e83 is a very easy loudspeaker to get 
along with, even if it's not so easy to set up." 

Radiator, which is a loudspeaker-like drive unit 

with no motor, magnet or voice coil. ABRs work 

similarly to reflex ports, except that there are 

more variables for the designer to play with -

diaphragm mass, suspension compliance - and 

there's no wind noise and less sound output 

from inside the box. Classic ABR theory 

suggests using ABRs with a surface area similar 

to or smaller than the main bass drivers, but 

Mission found that using a larger area has 

some advantages in shaping the low frequency 

response and reducing the frequency of the 

upwards kink in the response shape that is 

characteristic of the breed. In the e83, there 

are three ABRs, each comparable in diameter 

to the two l 65mm bass/midrange units, 

which tune the system for a low Q (un-peaky) 

bass response. 

The bass/mid drivers that are arranged in a 

d'Appolito configuration flanking the tweeter 

use Paramid sandwich cones, which consist of 

a substrate of loose fibres in a polymer matrix, 

with a hard lacquer external coating. The units 

have very powerful magnets and two copper 

rings to control inductance and eddy currents. 

sized speakers, and quickly discovered that 

although the sound is very smooth and clean, 

and despite a bass response that was clearly 

well extended, the sound lacked power and 

gravitas. Experiment showed that there were a 

number of contributory factors, which in 

combination made a huge difference. The 

eventual solution involved positioning with c::::I 
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[ Review ] Mission Elegante e83 loudspeaker 

2.5·3m 

POSITIONING 

While Mission recommends placing the speaker 

well away from room boundaries, our tests 

indicate that the balance is too lightweight 

unless it receives some support from the back 

wall, which means no more than a handspan 

between the back of the enclosure and the rear 

wall. Start with the speaker pointing directly 

ahead and gradually increase the amount of 

toe-in - the optimum orientation in our test 

room had the forward axes of the two speakers 

intersecting just behind the listening plane. 

The balance of the speaker alters perceptibly 

with listening range, which is uncommon if the 

extreme treble is excluded from consideration. As 

a consequence, you can choose the listening 

distance to the speakers according to your 

personal taste, but our experience suggests a 

rather longer-than-usual range, to the order of 

2.5-3 metres, for what we judge to be the most 

accurate balance. There's surprisingly little to 

lose by listening from off-axis. 

SYSTEM MATCHING 

This is a high-resolution speaker, so there's no 

excuse for shoddy electronics, but some other 

factors will make the choice of partnering 

equipment easier. Firstly, this is a design with 

relatively high sensitivity. Mission claims 

90dB/watt at one metre, and for once this 

appears to be very close to reality. Secondly, the 

e83 is a low-impedance load, hovering around 

the 4·ohm mark over much of the passband, but 

it hardly dips below this level and the phase 

angles are modest and should cause amplifiers 

few obvious problems. So think in terms of 

good·quality, medium to high-power kit such as 

the Arcam A32 used for much of the test work, 

but there's enough resolution here to respond to 

better if you have it available. 

The Mission e83 turns out to be one of the 

few speakers I've tested lately that doesn't suit 

my normal Nordost Valhalla and probably other 

Nordost cables too. Think in terms of, say, Nairn 

or Chord Company cables, and choose bi-wire 

connections if possible. If you're stuck with 

mono-wiring, throw away the pressed metal 

shorting links and use properly wired links from 

one of the specialist cable companies. This is a 

cheap tip, but it makes a surprising difference. 

44 H l·FI CHOICE September 2004 

165mm Paramid-S 
cone bass/midrange 
drivers in a 
d'Appolito 
configuration, 
flanking the tweeter 
to help control 
vertical directivity 

25mm Viotex-S soft 
dome tweeter 
extends response 
from 2.2kHz 
crossover to over 
30kHz 

Three 165mm 
passive bass units 
(ABRs) driven by 
the varying internal 
enclosure air 
pressure 

Integrated plinth 
tapped for six Smm 
spikes, giving a 
broad, deep base 
for stability 

r::J respect to walls, orientation (toeing in}, 

cable types and use of bi-wiring. It also 

included removing the baffle covers, which do 

nothing for system performance. The 

Positioning and System Matching sidebar (left) 

goes into more detail, but the biggest single 

step was to position the speakers no more than 

about 25cm from the rear wall. This contradicts 

the maker's recommendations, but it does fill 

out the mid bass very effectively. 

The smoothly rounded low-diffraction 

enclosure and low mid/top crossover 

frequency contribute to the e83's smooth, 

effortless and open sound quality, which also 

holds up extremely well off-axis. Treble is crisp 

and clean, with no discernible peakiness or 

'grain'. By the same token, the bass is 

unfailingly tuneful and resistant to boom, with 

strong, propulsive timing and nothing that 

could be identified as overhang. 

Although the balance problems were 

eventually sorted out as described, the speaker 

is still more obviously 'voiced' than some 

models - the Martin Logan Mosaic, for 

example (see p54), whose testing proceeded 

in parallel. The Mission is far from being a dry, 

literal interpreter of the notes. It has a bright 

(not sharp) and breezy quality, and is capable 

of producing a very wide range of tonal 

colours that generally steer away from the rich, 

sonorous end of the spectrum. Imagery is very 

precise laterally, with excellent layering of the 

depth plane, though the soundstage tends to 

be mostly forward of the speaker plane. It was 

also notable that imagery remained stable 

when heard from well off the preferred 

forward axis. 

Taken as a package, the e83 is a very easy 

loudspeaker to get along with, even if it's not 

so easy to set up. And it's hard to think of 

realistic circumstances that might cause it to 

sound unpleasant, short of misbehaving source 

Internal vertical 
brace strut and 
array of horizontal 
ring bracing 
reinforce the 
structure 

Bi-wire 4mm ---­

binding post input 
terminals 

components or amplifiers, or source material 

that is itself distorted. Apart from what sounds 

like a slightly elevated presence region, which 

from subsequent discussion with Mission may 

be owing to broad, low Q diffraction effects 

around the cabinet, the output is extremely 

smooth right out to the frequency extremes, 

and the level of detail and what is sometimes 

described as microdynamics - the ability to 

resolve individual instruments or voices in a 

group, or follow subtle differences in intonation 

- make this an unusually talented and a very 

rewarding loudspeaker to listen to. It's also one 

whose qualities tend to grow with time if our 

experiences are typical. The e83 has all the 

fluidity and articulation needed to deal with 

chamber music and piano, and if it lacks some 

of the sonority that can add to the drama with 

heavy-duty orchestral music or rock, it more 

than makes up for it with the insight it shows 

into the detail and expression at the core of 

the music. HFC 

Alvin Cold 

VERDICT {tf 1 /' I \ 
SOUND» 89% 
I I I I I I I I 1 11 I 

!]PRO 
Exquisite elegance and 

refinement in aural as well as 

>-----------< visual terms, plus high levels EASE OF DRIVE» 84% of detail resolution from new 

I I I I I I I I d I I Elegante range-topper. 

IJ CON 
BUILD>> 93°/o Special care ls required over 

I I I I I I I J I :J I details of system set-up to 

>-----------< avoid the charge of sounding 

VALUE» 85% 
I I I I I ---- -- 11• 

Lightweight, alongside an 
over-prominent mid/upper 

midrange. 

You might, at a pinch, criticise the e83 for a lightweight 

balance, but voicing emphasises detail and low dynamic level 

dynamic resolution without harshness or grain. This is an 

unusually refined model, and a clean, crisp musical interpreter. 

Hl·FI )) OVERALL SCORE 



Introducing the 

ecs EAl Monoblock 
power amplifier 

5 years warranty 

200 Watts into 8 ohms 

1500VA Toroidal mains transformer 

40,000 uf reservoir capacity 

WBT 6 way speaker posts 

The new EA l Monoblock combines the experience 

of engineers, music lovers, manufacturers and 

independent retailers. 

To ensure that our products design reflects the needs 

and musical aspirations of today's enthusiasts and 

music lovers, ecs has formed partnerships with a 

selected number of audio specialists. 

We invite you to visit our retail partners showrooms 

and take the time to discover our products aided by 

their knowledge, experience and support. 

Designed, manufactured and 
assembled in the UK 

tel: +44 (0) 20 8743 8880 
fax: +44 (0) 20 8740 4200 
email: enquiries@ecsamplifiers.co.uk 

web: www.ecsamplifiers.co.uk 

Whether it's music or film, the EA 

series will enhance your passion 

definitive audio 
Definitive Audio creates a quality of musical experience that is irresistible. We 
achieve this using some of the world's most ingenious contraptions and by 
employing a value system that places musical considerations above all others. 

Our inventory includes the tantalising KSL Kondo amplifiers from Japan. 
There is the M7 Line, M7 Phono, M77 Ongaku, Neiro Integrated and of course 
the extraordinary Gakuoh. We also have a range of single minded amplifier 
designs from, amongst others. Border Patrol, Art Audio and Sugden. 

Our Aladdin's cave of analogue treasures includes 12 choices of moving coil 
cartridge, along with the Kuzma Airline, Triplanar 6 and SME Series IV and V 
tonearms. Keeping these company is an enviable selection of turntables that 
includes the Kuzma Stabi Reference and the unequivocal SME Model 30. 

And, of course, you will find the complete range of Living Voice loudspeakers 
including the internationally celebrated Avatar OBX-R2. 

More importantly we have an attitude and an intent that breathes new life, 
interest and fascination into your relationship with music. 

Sale of part exchanged and ex-dem items Sale New 

Clearaudio Master Reference turntable with TQI linear tracking tonearm 
highly revered record player - fantastic opportunity - spotless and as new 
Merlin Music Syslems VSM/M louspeaker system. 8 weeks old - boxed -
Check out www.mertinmusic.com for this acclaimed US speaker 

£7000 £12610 

Magnum Dynalab FT101A Etude - boxed - sought after analogue Im tuner 

Aloia PST 11.01 i Hi-end 2 box pre-amp - slick and stylish. One lady driver. 
14 months old - boxed - perfect 

Pro Ac Studio 200 · yew - nice - vgc 

Lavardin IS power amp. As new - 11 months - boxed - as good as new 

Musical Fidelity M3 NuVista - 18 months - boxed - as new 

Musical Fidelity NuVista CD player - 18 months - boxed - as new 

ATC SCM50 monitors. Light oak - good condition 

Tom Evans Groove moving magnet phone stage - bargain 

Linn Kelidh loudspeaker. Good condition · giveaway 

Revolver R33 bookshelf speakers - new - boxed 

Border Patrol 3008 SE - ash - 8 watt purist power amp - boxed - a steal 

SJS Model1 Arcadia pre-amp · valve rectified, hard wired line stage 

Epos ES30 loudspeakers - cherry - good condition 

Ruark Crusaders - cherry- near perfect - bargain 

£3000 

£595 

£1900 

£900 

£700 

£1700 

£1700 

£1500 

£1000 

£300 

£300 

£2250 

£600 

£800 

£700 

LIVING VOICE 

$9000 

£1350 

£2800 

£2150 

£1400 

£3000 

£3000 

£1800 

£600 

£4500 

£1900 

-
mJTI 

e 
. 

I 

HHICHDICE 
-

Auditorium Avatar 
Hi-Fi Plus Editor's Choice 

Hi-Fi Plus Product of the Year 
Hi-Fi Choice Editor's Choice 

"The Avatar is a near pe1:fect balance of size, bandwidth, 
efficiency and tonal r�finement. Its slim lines and small 
footprint deliver a genuine 94db sensitivity, and excel 
when it comes to delivering the scale, vibrance and colour 
of the music. Its unobtrusive quality allows it to cut 
straight to the heart of a performance, unlocking the music 
trapped in the recording, whilst its refinement makes it 
equally at home with both basic and surprisingly expensive 
amplification." 

AMEX VISA MASTERCARD 

* 

Tel 0115 973 3222 Fax 0115 973 3666 
internet: www.definitiveaudio.co.uk email: shout@definitiveaudio.co.uk 





The remaining three VU meters (multipath, 

tuning, signal strength), the tuning display 

and blue stereo light all make picking your 

station easy, while the big, damped, tuning 

dial makes running round the airwaves a joy. 

There is even an option to add a remote 

control with presets, but this adds hundreds 

of pounds to the price of admission. 

SOUND QUALITY 
Unless you have been subjected to the even 

more upmarket tuners in the Magnum Dynalab 

range or the small handful of similarly stunning 

tuners from rival brands, the MD90t is almost 

certainly going to be the best sound you have 

ever heard from radio. For two days or so, the 

drifting makes stations move off tune slightly 

and this manifests itself as a growing sibilance 

every half hour or so. But a few days later, the 

tuner is rock-solid stable. 

It is Jaw-droppingly good with the right 

material. Listen to a Radio Four play and the 

MD90t is like placing you directly behind the 

microphone. You no longer need to look at the 

Radio Times to discover who's acting - diction, 

vocal ties and accent are so precisely and 

accurately rendered that you will able to 

recognise them ... and that's when the magic 

happens. Historical plays become costume 

dramas; you imagine the actors in costume, 

not standing around in Jeans and T-shirts 

talking into a mic. Perhaps that old BBC radio 

insistence on announcers wearing dinner dress 

when speaking isn't so silly after all ... 

The sound is largely as good as the source 

material, but you always get a performance 

that seems unconstrained. There's no depth or 

width or height foreshortening, JUSt a 

wonderful sense of full-range reproduction. The 

valves may be in tow, but there is none of that 

valve sweetness that people seem to expect. 

This just 'is' - it gives you an insight into the 

radio studio that no FM synthesis tuner can do. 

It doesn't announce itself as a top product -

instead the MD90t slowly seduces you, 

meaning the tuner becomes a regular source 

on the inputs, often supplanting the CD 

player as you listen to new music and new 

voices. Of course it is wonderfully detailed 

and articulate and dynamic, but all this isn't 

that important. Instead, it becomes a 

constant companion, like radio always should 

be. The profusion of talk radio stations on 

digital radio suddenly seems unimportant -

here, you play a station and stick to it for 

days and days on end. 

Magnum Dynalab MD90t FM radio tuner [ Review ] 

"Bar just a handful of equally stunning 
tuners, the MD90t is almost certainly the 
best sound you have ever heard from radio." 

There is often a strange move from live 

recordings and their holographic realism to a 

distinctly tighter soundstage with close­

microphoned speech. This sounds odd on 

many good tuners, but even this doesn't phase 

the MD90t - instead the sound shifts from 

the foreground to the background naturally. 

So, what happens when you spend more? 

Aside from getting even closer to the sound in 

the studio itself, compression becomes less 

noticeable and bothersome on the very best. 

It's still there, still making many stations seem 

good for clock radios and nothing else, but the 

sound somehow manages to retain the musical 

savoir faire. On the MD90t, although it still 

makes the best of a bad job, 1t doesn't seem to 

make compression unimportant. Of course, this 

depends on your musical tastes - paradoxically, 

if you listen to Kiss FM and nothing else, you 

need something even more able than the 

MD90t to side-step the nasties of compression. 

But if your tastes run to Radio Four plays and 

Radio Three broadcasts, the MD90t offers a 

magical insight into BBC recording quality. 

The world of radio is turning digital. There is 

only a finite time limit and number of 

channels on analogue radio, so why should 

anyone fork out f 1,200 on a tuner that has 

no digital component' The Magnum Dynalab 

MD90t is why - there isn't a digital radio on 

the planet that can compete with its 

performance and what better way to listen to 

analogue's twilight years than through the 

one of the best tuners money can buy? HFC 
Alan Sircom 

VERDICT 9ss 

SOUND » 94% a PRO 
I J I t I I I I TI I Sumptuous sound from FM 

1-------------1 means you'll never notice the 

FEATURES » 55% 
I I I I 1-U I I I 1:i 

lack of preset options. 
Instead, bask in one of the 
best radio sounds around. 

OCON 
BUILD» 90% Some will still have a problem 

I I I I I I I I 11 I with theiackof presets and 

1-------------1 the limited hmctionaLity­

VALUE»85% poor saps that they are! The 
200-ohm Balun input requires 
an aerial transformer. 
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Anthony Gallo Nucleus Reference Ill loudspeaker [ Review ] 

can about the size of a large domestic 

saucepan. The unit is equipped with two voice 

coils, one wired to the amplifier in the usual 

way, the other optionally to a low pass filtered 

input, essentially a subwoofer feed, which 

extends bass output from a claimed 34Hz to 

an impressive 22Hz (-3dB). The maker will 

eventually release an optional BAM (Bass 

Augmentation Module) filter/amplifier to 

support this feature. 

The four drive units are mounted via rubber 

gaskets to a curved aluminium spine that sits 

on a spiked platform. The curvature provides 

an upwards tilt to the mid/treble drivers, 

which in combination with adjustable spikes 

allows the speakers to point towards ear level. 

The bass unit is fairly close to the floor, and 

benefits from boundary reinforcement. The 

spinal column has a varying cross section, 

deepening out towards the base, and houses 

the first order (5dB/octave) minimum phase 

crossover at 125Hz for the bass/mid units 

only The 3kHz mid/treble crossover is purely 

mechanical, with similar 5dB/octave slopes. 

The bass unit enclosure in particular looks 

much too small to function normally. This 

would indeed be the case, except that it is 

open to an internal spine cavity, which is part 

filled by a dense, shredded, sound-absorbent 

material. This appears to have the effect of 

making the enclosure behave as though it's 

much larger than it actually appears. 

SOUND QUALITY 
By now you should have realised that we're 

not dealing with just another loudspeaker. In 

fact, we're not dealing with a loudspeaker 

that is like anything you've heard before, and 

sure enough it auditions differently. But first 

there is the issue of set-up, which is 

complicated to a degree by the number of 

variables. The first question to answer is 

whether the bass units should be pointed 

outwards or inwards, and this is followed by 

adjusting the enclosure for correct orientation 

(vertical and toe-in) and the appropriate 

setting of the three-position tweeter level 

was being overcooked and it seemed that 

some fundamental miscalculation has been 

made in the voicing. Of course this wasn't so. 

Next, and in the absence of the Anthony 

Gallo BAM module, I wired the sub inputs to 

subwoofer outputs on an Arcam AVB 

processor via an Arcam P7 power amp. 

Although the mono feed is far from ideal, it 

was more than enough to show the extra 

depth and muscle available from the 

Reference Ill. Even without the added 

low-frequency reinforcement, the 

speaker behaves creditably like a 

full-range transducer, belying its 

compact dimensions. But with said 

reinforcement implemented, the bass 

has almost unfeasible strength and 

stature, and generates an image of 

what can only be described as 

unprecedented scale for such a 

compact loudspeaker. 

Without a properly designed feed 

for the second voice coil however, 

most of the listening was conducted 

with this feature disconnected. In my 

four-metre-wide room, system 

balance and stability of the centre 

image was better with the two bass 

units facing each other, but with 

more room available you may find 

that swapping the speakers over 

gives improved image scale and 

consistency. It functions happily 

when close to the rear wall, pointed 

towards the listening position. With a 

sensitivity of BBdB per watt at one 

metre you won't need a lot of power, 

but it is very responsive to the quality 

of the amplification. We used a 

Hovland valve pre/power amp, which 

sounded quite marvellous. 

And this is the real point. From the 

outset it was obvious that the 

Reference Ill has some very special qualities, 

and I ended up feeling that there was still a 

lot to learn about the abilities and limitations 

of the design, and of the many possible 

"We're not dealing with a loudspeaker that 
is like anything you've heard before." 
switch, which spans about 2.SdB. An even 

more fundamental decision is whether to avail 

yourself of the second bass unit voice coil, 

which in the absence of the BAM module will 

require a separate low-pass filter and 

amplifier. No on-sale date has yet been 

decided for this add-on. 

Being one of those who parks his car by 

Braille, I bi-wired the speaker without noticing 

that the second set of input terminals was not 

a bi-wire connection, but was marked as a sub 

input. Immediately it was obvious that the 

low to mid bass (centred on 40-1 OOHz or so) 

system and set-up permutations. But there 

was no mistaking its main qualities, namely 

the complete absence of the normal wooden 

box type colorations and smearing, and the 

unusually dynamic quality, albeit with the 

volume set moderately high. For some reason 

the music failed to communicate properly 

when the volume was set too low. 

The bass is bold and extremely tuneful, and 

the treble is just as impressive, with levels of 

subtlety and detail that many tweeters simply 

don't reveal. There are some minor 

colorations, a pervading slight roughness, but 

it more than makes up for this by its bold, 

lively qualities, and its ability to get at and 

reproduce the expressive core of well recorded 

music. In particular, it was adept at showing 

the benefits of high resolution discs, SACD 

and DVD-Audio, which too often are more 

potential than actual. HFC 
Alvin Cold 

VERDICT • 

SOUND » 88% 0 PRO 
I I I I I I J I 111 I Tuneful, vivid and dynamic 

>---------------< loudspeaker which is almost 

completely lacking smear and 
other box-type artefacts, and EAS EOFDRIVE»85% 

BUILD»90% 
I I I I I I I I IOJ I 

which delivers full bandwidth 
music from tiny dimensions. 

OCON 
Some mild but noticeable 

>---------------; midband/treble colorations, 

VALUE» 83% 
••••••11111'11• 

love it or loathe it aesthetics, 
mild sonic degradation with 
removable covers in place. 

This radical speaker sets a new paradigm at the price, one that 
is unfailingly musical. with less of the sometimes comforting 
wooden box coloration of traditional speakers. Rather raw at 
times, musically it's never less than informative and engaging. 

'"'' ,,;u ., �J' Hl·Fl� .. ' 1£.' '<"; .. �: )) 8 .. 6""'' . OVERALL SCORE . f Q 
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Audio Analogue Maestro 192124 CD player and Maestro Settanta integrated amplifier [ Review ] 

"This duo marks a continued return to form 
for Audio Analogue, first seen in the Primo 
products tested a couple of months back." 
which is switchable between line level and 

phono) and uses fully electronic switching 

throughout. The volume control is a buffered 

100-step resistor array, selected electronically, 

and - like the CD player - sports high-quality 

components internally and has a massive 

power transformer driving individual supplies 

fine-tuned for each section. According to the 

literature, it doubles its power from 70 watts 

into eight ohms to 140 watts into four, a 

statistic that will bring satisfied, knowing 

nods and mumblings of "good, stiff power 

supply" from the technoscenti. 

Opening those delicious alloy cases goes 

some way to demonstrate why the AA kit is so 

damn heavy. It's filled with heatsinking to 

dissipate the heat generated in the amp stages 

and power supply. The amp is more densely 

packed, with four pesto-tin sized reservoir 

capacitors, massive heatsinks and a hefty 

power transformer. Although it may not be 

germane to the sonics of the player, the wiring 

of the transformer isn't as dressed as you might 

find in a Nairn amp, for example. Instead of 

neatly arranged rows of leadout wires aligned 

with military precision, the cables are just tied 

together in a more organic manner. 

No review of this AA Maestro duo would be 

complete without discussing their fantastic 

remote handsets. Chrome, teardrop shaped 

and with a rosette of buttons controlling amp 

and CD, for once all the usual grumbles fade 

away and you end up wanting to have two 

almost identical handsets in the room. They 

feel as good as they look, too, with excellent 

weight and the right balance. They are so 

Italianate, they look like the shiny-cool bits 

that occasionally fall off Alfa Romeos. 

SOUND QUALITY 

A good 24 hours are required to bring both 

CD and amp on song; they sound good out of 

the boxes, but get better with time. Only one 

oddity springs to mind in functionality terms 

- why does the CD player include balanced 

connections but not the amplifier? 

This duo marks a continued return to form for 

Audio Analogue, first seen in the diminutive 

Primo products tested a couple of months back 

in HFC 255. After fabulous, classic products 

like the Puccini SE, AA seemed to rest on its 

laurels and some of the intervening products 

have been considered relatively so-so by 

comparison. The Maestro designs of old, for 

example, always had promise and poise, but 

not so much of the passion. The new Maestro 

Settanta and 192/24 hark back to earlier, 

more sanguine times. 

These are detailed and satisfying sounding 

products, with an amp that has ideas above its 

station; there seems no way this model delivers 

just 70 watts as suggested by its maker. .. it has 

all the makings of a bigger amp, with the sort 

of volume levels and bottom end grip that 

seems more like a 150-watter at least. 

The upsampling DAC makes the player 

sound truly musical and magical, the way few 

players costing less than £4,000 could before 

the turn of the 21 st Century. There is a strong, 

robust, Wadia-like sound, here - the player is 

smoothly extended, detailed and exceptionally 

natural. There is also a decent sense of 

soundstage, though with a close-knit bolus of 

sound between the speakers rather than the 

wide steppes of some of the masterpieces of 

the CD player art. That's about the only area 

where the AA shows its limitations against the 

big league, however. In fact, the player is so 

enioyable that it invites the question about 

the need for SACD or DVD-Audio - if CD can 

sound this good and there are millions of CDs 

on sale, why bother with new formats? In 

particular, the close-miked vocals of Damien 

Rice's 'O' came out so beautifully well, and the 

CD layers of SACDs like Eleanor McEvoy's 

Early Hours were so well presented, it was 

hard to question the per.formance in absolute 

terms. Yes, you get slightly better sound as the 

money rises, but the law of diminishing returns 

kicks in around this point. 

The Settanta amplifier is almost in the same 

league, but in fairness, it has more rivals from 

amp manufacturers (and, indeed, from AA's 

own higher end range). Once again it's 

consummately musical, fluid and detailed. It 

is also extremely extended in both the top 

and bottom ends of the register, yet has a 

smooth and attractive mid-band. Perhaps the 

amp is not the most keenly dynamic product 

on the market today, but it makes up for this 

with its smooth and detailed presentation. 

But the two together blend so per.fectly that 

you would never want to break the chain. 

They look right together and they sound even 

better. The refinement and detail of the c:::i 
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[ Review ] Audio Analogue Maestro 192/24 CD player and Maestro Settanta integrated amplifier 

We spoke to Stefano 
Blando, Audio Analogue's 
managing director. about 
his brond's latest pairing 

HFC: What changes 

have been made to the 

new Maestro Setta nta? 

SB: The Maestro Settanta ea n be considered a 

simplified, less powerful version of the big Maestro 

Integrated. The Maestro Settanta has completely 

new control and protection circuits and, like other 

new products in the Maestro line, it uses Vishay­

Dale military standard resistors and polypropylene 

WIMA Capacitors (MKP4 and MKPlO series). 

What about the 192/ 24? 

The new Maestro CD 192/24 and the old Maestro 

CD player are two completely different products: 

from the CD mechanism to the output stage there 

is almost nothing similar. The only common 

characteristics are that both have a fully discrete 

and balanced circuitry. 

Will these developments trickle down the 

Audio Analogue range? 

When we start the development of a new product, 

generally speaking we try to give to each model its 

own character. Of course, at the end, many things 

can be similar about the aesthetic or in the choice 

of components. This can be even more evident in 

products in the same family. 

All new products are designed with quality of 

construction, raw materials used and especially 

sound quality in mind. But we never forget that 

our company is quite famous as a manufacturer of 

products that are good value for money and our 

target is to keep the same philosophy for the entry 

level as for the real hi-end products. 

The CD includes balanced outputs, but the 

amp has no balanced input Why? 

For the size it has it would be almost impossible to 

do a real fully balanced integrated amplifier, so 

instead of having a pseudo-balanced input we 

preferred to give the end users the possibility to 

use the amplifier only in its best conditions using 

only the unbalanced inputs. 

What's next for the Maestro range? 

We are focusing our efforts mainly on six new 

products: a reference SACD player, a reference 

phono stage, a 100/120-watt integrated amp, a 

Class A integrated amp, a Class A power amp and 

a Class A monoblock. All of these products will be 

introduced between the end of 200 4 and 2005. 
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Detail - CD player 

Display and 

CD-ROM control 

bus connectors 

Over-sized power 

transformer 

Detail - Amplifier 

Input block 

Main PCB, with ---+ 
parallel 

massive 

heatsinking 

and capacitance 

CJ CD player combines with the energy and 

musicality of the Settanta to make a sound 

that gives a palpable sense of 'thereness' that 

only high-end gear can muster. Out came old 

faves like Tom Waits' Rain Dogs and the 

diction became almost understandable, the 

space around the notes (always important in 

a sparse recording like this) became more 

expansive and the sense of bonkers fun came 

across perfectly. The same applied 

throughout, save for some discs so thrashy 

that they drove the amp to the limits. 

Of course, neither component is beyond 

criticism. The CD player may be a champion 

resolver and the amp as sweet as a nut, but the 

two don't single-handedly revolutionise audio. 

The neutrality of the Maestro 192/24 can 

come across as worthy-dull in the wrong 

context, and its magical transformation of CDs 

does not apply universally - stick on a bad disc 

and you get bad sound, while some players do 

a better job of bringing out the good side of a 

bad disc. Similarly, the smoothness of the 

,. 
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Main PCB, with 
extensive 
heatsinking for 
output stages 

CD-ROM drive 

_...,..... __ Speaker 

terminals 

Massively 

over-specified 
power transformer 

Display and 
control surfaces 

Settanta amp can readily descend into being 

too warm and rose-tinted with some speakers. 

And yet, given the state of today's high-end 

hi-fi scene, this Audio Analogue Maestro set 

represents something of a bargain. You get all 

the looks, all the build and much of the 

performance for a fraction of the cost of the 

big-name league. Specialised computers they 

may arguably be, but your PC will never 

sound this good 1 HFC 

FEAT\JRES » 84% 

BUILD» 93% 
11111111•1 

VALUE» 86% 
1 1 1111l,Ml 1 

Alan Sircom 





[ Review ] Martinlogan Mosaic loudspeakers 

Mosaic floors 
ATF thin fl"/m technology brings electrostatic-like qualities to a new audience 

PRODUCT Martin Logan Mosaic 

TYPE Floorstanding hybrid planar loudspeaker 

PRICE £1,799 per pair 

KEY FEATURES Size (WxHxD): 24xl02x30cm 

O Weight: 13.6kg O Three-way speaker with ATF thin 

film tweeter/midrange units and 20cm bass driver 

0 Sensitivity/impedance: 90dB/5 ohms (nominal) 

CONTACT e 020 8971 3909 

;,; www.martinlogan. co
_
m 

__ _ 

L
et's go back to the beginning. The core 

idea that led eventually to the Mosaic 

(and its junior sibling, the Montage) was 

to make a panel-based speaker that would be 

more affordable, less physically imposing and 

that would interact more constructively with its 

immediate room environment than traditional 

planar designs (electrostatics, for example). 

The final requirement meant retaining the 

di polar radiation pattern, but restricting lateral 

and vertical dispersion. This would result in 

nearfield reflections within the lOm limit that 

marks the transition between muddling detail 

and imagery and enhancing ambience. 

Another impetus for the Mosaic sprang from 

development work on wall-loaded 

electrostatics, which with traditional planar 

technology was deemed impractical. The 

eventual solution was found in some 

fundamental work on push-pull magnetic 

planar drive unit technology from Bruce 

Thigden's Eminent Technology in the 1970s, 

and some more recent refinements from 

Citation's Bohlender Grabner, though there is 

also prior art from Wharfedale with its 

lsodynamic headphone drive units, also from 

the l 970s. These may not have been push-pull 

and they didn't use rare earth magnets (they're 

more recent). Magnepan's bass panel drivers 

also used a similar idea, but they lacked 

efficiency and were also not push-pull. But the 

core idea in each case is much the same. 

The driver technology was developed with 

an 'offshore' (that is, non-US based) 

manufacturer. The resulting drive units are 

grouped under the ATF (Advanced Thin Film) 

banner, using diaphragms made from Dupont 

Kaladex, a five-micron-thick polymer similar to 

the diaphragm material in Martinlogan's 

electrostatics, but with the aluminium voice 

coil etched onto its surface. The diaphragms 

are suspended between arrays of neodymium 

rare earth magnets and operated in push-pull. 

The static magnetic field from an array of 

stationary magnets interacts with the varying 

flux from the audio signal passing through a 

voice coil etched onto the ultra-thin, 

lightweight polymer diaphragm, causing the 
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diaphragm to move. Push-pull operation 

minimises distortion and improves linearity, as 

well as ensuring high sensitivity: 90dB is 

claimed for the Mosaic as a whole. AFT is also 

said to be essentially non-inductive, which 

implies more linear dynamic behaviour and, 

again, lower distortion. 

The Mosaic features a tweeter and 

midrange unit made in this way, operating 

above 3.2kHz and 450Hz respectively. The 

tweeter operates smoothly up to 22kHz, with 

the roll-off commencing around 18kHz. The -

3dB bass limit is 46Hz, which is modest but 

perhaps a little deceiving - see later. A 

20.3cm aluminium cone driver plugs the gap 

below 450Hz. The size of the two ATF driver 

diaphragms and the design of the housings 

limits dispersion to 60 degrees horizontally 

and 30 degrees vertically, but rear radiation is 

essentially unimpeded above 450Hz. 

Like other smaller models from this marque, 

the Mosaic is well built, with attention paid to 

flexure modes in the large area front baffle, 

while fit and finish are up to their usual 

standards. With that aforementioned sensitivity 

of 90dB/W at one metre and a nominal 

impedance of five ohms, raw amplifier power 

output is not the issue, despite the (surely 

optimistic) 175 watts power handling rating, 

but the ability to drive a relatively low 

impedance load certainly is. 

SOUND QUALITY 

The Mosaic was run in for some days in 

accordance with the maker's guidance, and was 

used with a range of partnering equipment, 

including a Krell KAV-280P/KAV2250 

pre/power amp and an Arcam FMJ A32 

integrated amp. The Krell was better, 

predictably, but the Arcam did an excellent job 

at a much lower price. There was enough 

power on tap to drive the Mosaic up to the 

point where it was beginning to show audible 

signs of distress, and it's a very good amplifier, 

that controls the moderately difficult load well. 

Positioning is often a point of contention, 

and usually requires a lot of fine-tuning with 

"The Mosaic has 
many of the aural 
fingerprints of a 
true electrostatic." 

Martinlogans. But one benefit of the 

controlled directivity of the ATF drivers and the 

careful voicing of the vented moving coil bass 

section (one of Ml:s first) is that positioning is 

comparatively unfussy. With 60-90cm of space 

between speaker and back wall and moderate 

toe-in, the Mosaic sounded at home in the 

neutral conditions of our listening room, where 

the speakers flanked a shallow bay across the 

smaller dimension of a longish room. Nordost 

cabling was used throughout with good results. 



From the first, and despite the unfamiliar 

AFT drive unit technology, we felt completely 

comfortable with the Mosaic. No, it's not a 

true electrostatic, but it has many of the aural 

fingerprints of one, bad as well as good. It has 

much of the characteristic, spacious and open 

quality of a true 'static, as well as the ability to 

project a broad but sharply focused image. It 

also has the pin-sharp precision that is usually 

part of the package. Somewhere in the 

passband of most Martinlogans, there's 

usually a hint of quacky colorations, and sure 

enough it's here in the upper mid band, but at 

a low level. If you're not attuned to the effect, 

you probably won't notice it, and in any case 

it's audibility reduces as running in proceeds. 

There are some surprises too, especially with 

the bass. The 46Hz (-3dB) cut-off suggests that 

the Mosaic might be a good candidate for a 

subwoofer, but not so. Although bass depth is 

fairly modest, the musical effect is hard-hitting, 

with a solid, architectural effect, a pit-of-the­

stomach feel that is genuinely impressive. Bass 

lines cut through well, and full orchestral and 

rock material alike are reproduced with 

impressive scale, authority and dynamics, but 

the specific voicing adopted avoids excess. This 

is a speaker that punches well above its weight. 

Elsewhere, the Mosaic shows fewer signs of 

overt voicing than most. It's lean, clean and 

detailed, but voicing is straight down the line, 

dry rather than overtly colourful, with few 

signs of obvious coloration other than that 

hint of quackiness referred to previously. 

So although at first the Mosaic might seem 

like Just a cut-down model from a high-end 

marque, there's a lot more going on under the 

skin. From one point of view, ATF technology 

preserves the essential qualities of 

Martinlogan's electrostatics at lower price 

points, and it does this genuinely well. But it's 

also designed to work in normal rooms and 

with real-world partnering equipment in a way 

that electrostatics are hard pressed to achieve, 

and the way it accomplishes this triple 

whammy is what sets the Mosaic apart. HFC 

Alvin Cold 

VERDICT II/ 
SOUNO » 84% a PRO 
I I I J I I t tW I I 

Clean, articulate and precise 
>------------< loudspeaker that preserves 

EASE OF DRIVE» 73% 
I I I I I I I I I I I 

much of the special magic of 
Martinlogan's more costly 

electrostatic designs. 

>------------< �CON 
BUILD » 85% Slight upper midband 

I I I I I ) 1-,:::JI I I coloration, moderate power 

>------------< handling capacity and limited 

VALUE» 86% 
..•..... , .. 

bass extension (though bass 

quality ranks higher than the 

numbers suggest). 

A curious design that features new technology ATF thin film 
drivers in a hybrid configuration and turns out to deliver many 
of the qualities of Martinlogan's more costly designs, in an 
only mildly watered-down form. 

HI-FI 
)) OVERALL SCORE 
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signal up-conversion, turning S-video and 

composite video input into component video 

for output. While this feature won't actually 

enhance picture quality from inferior inputs it 

does ensure there is less detail lost on the 

output side and cuts down on the cable runs 

between amplifier and display device. 

Power up the receiver and after a few 

seconds you are greeted with the main set-up 

menu. Cosmetically the on-screen display is not 

even in the same league as some AV amplifiers' 

full-colour graphic-driven interfaces, but the 

chunky block lettering and scroll/click structure 

is about as simple as the marque gets. Spread 

over 11 sub-menus, the set-up is thoroughly 

logical and also offers complete control over a 

second zone for multi-room installation. 

The only crack we can find in the AVR300's 

otherwise exemplary front end interface is in 

balancing the speaker levels. There is only a 

l OdB adjustment range between channels 

which will cause problems for those using 

speakers with dramatically different 

efficiencies. Also, the AVR300's LFE test tone 

output is simply too low relative to the other 

channels. This forces you to balance the sub 

using real-word material - which is probably 

no bad thing anyway. 

SOUND QUALITY 

Firstly, let's get a gripe out of the way. Despite, 

or possibly due to, a fully electronic volume 

control, the AVR300 has two distinctly audible 

'notches' as the volume is raised or lowered. 

They occur at the transition between 84 and 

85dB and again at 90 and 91 dB, manifesting 

as a little hiccup in the sound. For those who 

pick a volume and stick to it forever or those 

not likely to seek out such robust levels it 

might not be a problem However, if you like 

your music at a realistic sound pressure those 

little hiccups are going to bug you every time 

you turn the volume up or down. It certainly 

bugged the hell out of us. 

That aside, the AVR300 is really something 

quite special. In the stereo direct mode fed 

from the analogue outputs of a CD player it 

presents every bit the polished performance 

one expects from Arcam. Linn Records' 

excellent SACD recording of Mende/ssohn's 

Violin Concerto in E Major is a crackingly 

detailed and potent work and the AVR300 

Arcam AVR300 multichannel receiver [Review ] 

.. __ _ 

• • • • • • (J;;I�· er. 

never misses a beat or nuance. Right down to 

the more delicate bowing in the middle of 

the first movement there is a wonderful 

clarity and detail, due in no small part to a 

very low noise floor. 

Switch to something more contemporary, 

like The Streets' A Grand Don't Come For Free, 

for example, and the Arcam does the audio 

equivalent of throwing off its dinner jacket 

and leaping onto the dance floor. This CD's 

complex and innovative bass lines are 

delivered drum-skin tight with a pace and 

timing that is totally infectious. Two beats 

17.�:: 

there is a mild digital malaise over the 

processing that just holds the AVR300 back 

from being a true giant killer. The effect is 

most noticeable with 5.1 -channel DTS 

material, where the sound is a little shut-in 

and cold. Perversely perhaps, this negative is 

only worth mention as it is relative to the 

AVR300's superb performance in other areas. 

With multichannel music through the 5.1 

analogue inputs, DVD-A or SACD recordings 

sound absolutely inspired. 

"The AVR300 manages to reveal detail 
from CDs better than 95 per cent of the 
other AV receivers on the market." 
into a rhythmic track like Blinded By The 

Lights and your foot is tapping, head bobbing 

and heart pounding. 

Like The Streets debut album, this latest 

offering has a heavily congested mix and 

demands a very competent system to extract 

its more subtle details. Sure enough, the 

AVR300 is just the tonic and Mike Skinner's 

not-quite-dulcet tones are laid bare. The 

complex multi-layered vocal effects are fully 

exposed, as are some of the worst production 

glitches since Jim Morrison recorded The So� 
Parade while stoned. It may not be a 

powerhouse amplifier but the AVR300 reveals 

detail from CDs better than 95 per cent of 

the other AV receivers on the market and 

never ever stops involving you in the music. 

Considering what else this silver beast can do, 

that is a serious achievement. 

And so to movies. Using the Arcam's 

on-board surround processing, DVDs come 

across clean, crisp and expressive - not unlike 

its balance with music. Kill Bill Vo/ 1 shifts 

from intense dialogue to crashing action in a 

split second but it never catches the AVR300 

out. The opening fight scene is presented 

every bit as the festival of special sonic affects 

that Tarantino intended and is followed 

closely by Uma Thurman's sultry voiceover. 

Rich, deep and warm, the effect seems to 

envelop you inside the character's thoughts. 

The exceptionally low noise floor again 

helps craft a detailed and dynamic sound but 

The AVR300 clearly builds on the strengths 

of Arcam's stereo amps and manages to 

integrate full-on digital surround sound 

processing without compromising its core 

musical qualities. It has its foibles and it's a 

little short on power but as an all-round, 

high-fidelity stereo/multichannel music and 

movie amp it's top drawer at the price. HFC 

Richard Stevenson 
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SOUND» 88% 
I I I I I I I I 111 I 

[!PRO 
First-class ergonomics and a 
clean, dynamic sound mark 

>--"-"_'0 _"_"_"_"' _'" _"� _"_"_'_°"_, the AVR300 as a little special 
Its digital processing is good 

but its analogue amplific.ation 
FEATURES» 84% 

is exceptional for its ilk. 

BUILD» 87% iJ CON 
I I I I I I I Ul I I 

A few operational niggles, 

>-----------< slightly congested DTS 

VALUE»90% 
........ ,.. 

processing and Lower power 

than some rivals may put off 

die-hard home cinemaphiles. 

Genuine all-round music/movie AV amps are few and far 

between but Arcam's AVR300 is one. It offers a thoroughbred 

Arcam hi-fi sound with analogue inputs and a home cinema 

performance on a par with its single-minded AV peers. 

Hl·FICHfl!CE )) 89-0,10 
OVERALL SCORE / 
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do your speakers let you: 

O discern the difference between CD 
and LP replay? 

O differentiate between transistor and 
valve amplifiers? 

O distinguish between Joshua Bell's 
and ltzak Perleman's playing? 

0 detect the extra sharpness of a 
steel string guitar? 

-if they don't, you need 
Beauhorn speakers 

treat yourself to an audition now 

BeauhornTM 
website: www.beauhorn.com e-mail: infon@beauhorn.com Hastings TN35 4NB England Telephone: +44 (0)1424 

coll us today and find out why boulder 
amplifiers hove no rivals. 

t. 01892 539245 
f. 01892 616383 

www.metropolis-music.co.uk 

�ropolismusic 

models shown: 1012 preompfifier doc end 2010 advanced preomplifier 
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CD 64% DVD-A 77% 

Good build quality and a very 
decent feature set (including 

r--V -1-5-10-N_>_> _S _O'l_V._o __ __, all-region OVO-V playback), 
plus reasonable sound and 

I I I I I I I I 1 I I good picture quality, all at an 

r-F-EA_:ru_R_ES_>_>_S_4-0-Y o _ _, impressively low price. 
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with a silver option for the Stampede, and 

there is a range of real wood veneers for the 

deeper purse. The veneered models are 

'balanced' meaning the cabinet is also 

veneered on the inside to increase structural 

stiffness and, potentially, offer sonic 

improvement over the basic painted models. 

Around the back of both models there is a 

distinct dearth of activity with only an IEC 

power socket, LFE phono input and unusual 

high-level Neutrik Speakon socket visible. 

Thankfully REL supplies a lOm cable 

complete with a Neutrik Speakon plug for the 

latter. It is worthy of note that if both 

high-level and LFE inputs are connected, the 

sub produces an amalgam of both inputs. 

While the literature supplied with these 

models indicates that this is actually a user 

benefit, the results were variable. If you need 

to connect both inputs, we suggest creating 

dedicated user-memories for each with the 

gain on the unused input set to zero. 

This brings us to the difference between the 

two models - size. While the Stampede is bijou 

and has a modestly powered 20cm (8-in) 

driver, the Strata 5 is bigger and offers a 

beefier amp for its 25cm (10-in) woofer. 

However, the external cabinet size is actually 

deceiving as the Strata 5 is internally 

partitioned to isolate the amplifier section from 

the pressured section. Thus the internal volume 

difference between the two is not so great. The 

words 'two', 'peas' and 'pod' spring to mind. 

SOUND QUALITY 

REL recommends corner placement for these 

modestly sized subwoofers and they are 

certainly at their happiest with the added 

boost a corner plot gives them. This makes 

setting up a little trickier in terms of accurate 

upper roll-off adjustment, as it is all too easy to 

excite fundamental room frequencies around 

50Hz. Still, as all the tweaking and tuning is 

achieved from the armchair it has never been 

easier to match sub to speakers by ear. 

And does it work7 Oh yes indeed. We were 

not confident that pairing the little Stampede 

with Tannoy's whopping great Dimension 

TD12 speakers would give any extension at all 

but the effect was sublime. Gently increasing 

the sub's upper roll-off in steps revealed the 

best frequency to be 24Hz - exactly the 

Tannoy's -3dB point in-room. Like turning on 

an audio heater, the Tannoy's fairly stark 

balance gained a genuine warmth that infused 

the mix with a far greater sense of presence. 

Eric Clapton's Unplugged CD had a more 

convivial atmosphere and there appeared to 

be notably more of the audience clapping 

between tracks. The snare had a much crisper 

edge and the integration of instruments into a 

coherent piece of music seemed all the more 

complete. Clearly company director/designer 

Richard Lord's long-punted philosophy that a 

proper sub-bass system can improve the whole 

audio picture has a lot of merit. 

REL Stampede and Strata 5 subwoofers [Review] 

"Like turning on an audio heater, our system 
gained warmth and presence with the REL." 

Subtlety has always been a REL speciality 

and the mellower the music the better the 

Stampede and Strata 5 are at weaving their 

magic. Diana Kral I's The Look Of Love covers 

album (SACD stereo) is a prime candidate. 

With the Stampede, Krall's voice on tracks like 

Cry Meo River had warmth and depth 

enough to make a man go weak at the knees. 

With some seriously uptempo material, such 

as the title track of Queensryche's Empire 

album (DVD-Audio stereo), neither Stampede 

nor Strata 5 added much to the crashing mix 

of guitar power chords. Additional low 

frequency information was present but it didn't 

have the pace or sheer grunt to get us strutting 

around the living room with an air guitar. 

The chaps at REL advocate the use of paired 

stereo subs (well, they would, wouldn't they) 

for larger rooms and two Stampedes or two 

Strata Ss would certainly raise the maximum 

SPL (sound pressure level) considerably. 

Simply increasing the gain of a solo sub 

installation livens up the mix but both models 

quickly run out of puff and hit REl's 

aggressive Set-Safe bass limiter. 

These are compact subs and the same laws 

of physics kick in when it comes to home 

cinema low-frequency effects. Unless you have 

a very small listening room, neither of these 

subs does hard-edged explosions or trouser­

flapping effects with the sheer impact of some 

cinematic rivals. Then again, these subs are as 

spectacularly good with music as REl's own 

QlSOE is with movies - and vice-versa. You 

pays your money and takes your choice. 

The mix of solid engineering and precise 

digital control has clearly reaped rewards with 

the Stampede and Strata 5. Few subs extract 

such a good low-frequency response from a 

cabinet so compact and fewer still have the 

quality of filtering required to smoothly 

integrate with such a wide range of speakers. 

As long as the volume is kept sane, either 

model can subtly enrich even quite exotic 

two-channel (or multichannel) hi-fi systems. 

But therein lays the Achilles heel of the more 

expensive Strata 5, since the Stampede is 

virtually as good, but more compact and a 

dozen CD's-worth cheaper. HFC 

Richard Stevenson 

FEATURES» 94% 
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BUILD» 90% 

VALUE» 91% 
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FEATURES» 94% 

BUILD» 90% 

I I I I I I I 11:::! I 

VALUE» B4% 
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Anthony Gallo doesn't maKe ordinary speaKm ... 

Instead he designs beoucifully different loudspeakers. 

Gallo loudspeakers are available m a variety of colours and 

fini.shes to complement any room, from strihng polished 

slainless steel to vibrant canary yellow. 

Rbove all, Rnthony Gallo speakers br in g exceptional, 

expo n s i ve sound to living spaces large and small. 

He doesn' t build conventional 'boxy' rectangular speakers 

either, preferring to design his creations around spheres -

thus eliminating internal resonance and external diffraction, 

the two main causes of loudspeaker distortion. 
ANTHONY GALLO Whether your interest is Stereo, Home Cinema or Multi 

Room use, why not visit an approved A nt h o ny Gallo dealer 

and discover why black speaker boxes ore yesterday's news. 

A C 0 U 

1 . 0870 350 

T I C S 

1 3 4 B 
Quite simply - Anthony Gallo produces the world's finest 

'small' speaker systems, 
t . enquiries@anthonygallo.co.uk 

With a ten inch long throw bass woofer, twin four inch carbon fibre midrange drivers and our highly 

acclaimed COT"' tweeter, the new Reference 3 from Anthony Gallo Acoustics is anything but conventional. 

To locate your nearest Gallo speci alist call 0670 350 1348 or visit www.anthonygallo.co.uk 

•·ANTHONY GALLO 
A C O USTIC S 

Vis u al A u d i o 

Nucleus Micro: A 4" diameter, all metal sphere. available in a choice of nine colours and fin ishes 

Capable of producing a quality and quantity of sound that defies its modest physical dimensions 

To loca t e  your n e arest Gallo specialist call 0870 350 1348 or visit www.anthonygallo.co.uk 

•·ANTHONY GALLO 
A C O USTIC S 

Vis u al A u d i o 



A flexible device that doubles 

-----------< :u:i�
i�;:�oa

o

n� ����disk 

compilation editor/burner. 
Decent 'budget' sound, 

reasonable storage capacity. 

llCON 
Sound quality won't trouble a 

-----------< similarly priced dedicated CO 
player. Mechanical noise, poor 
ergonomics and patchy 
facilities spoil the party. 



GROUP TEST & LAB REPORTS: PAUL MESSENGER 

LOUDSPEAKERS 
Cot around a grand to spend on speakers? Here are six of the latest and greatest 

M
oving up a price notch from 

the Ultimate Croup Test we 

conducted last May, which was 

nominally between £700 and fl,000 

per pair, the least expensive speaker 

here is the £895 Quad 22L, and the 

bias on this occasion is definitely 

towards the four figure spectrum. 

On this occasion too, all six are 

floorstanders, though there's quite a 

variation between the models 

nonetheless, in physical size, driver size, 

driver complement and configuration. 

Three are simple two-ways (and there's 

absolutely nothing wrong with that if 

it's done well); two are what are usually 

called 'two-and-a-half-ways' - two-ways 

aided and abetted by an extra bass-only 

driver; the large Triangle, however, 

makes use of four drive units in a full 

three-way configuration. 

Perhaps reflecting its substantial size 

and engineering content, the Triangle is 

also the only model in the group to 

have vinyl woodprint-covered surfaces 

rather than real wood veneers. This, 

together with its bulk and black-painted 

MDF front panel, make the Celius 202 

arguably the least attractive-looking 

model among those assembled here, 

though physical beauty and discretion 

are no indicator of sound quality. 

The prettiest is surely the Quad 22L. 

It's taking advantage of its Chinese 

ownership to create a stunningly 

beautiful enclosure, combining a 

top-class veneer with a deep, high-gloss 

piano lacquer surface. Tasty. 

The most compact is PMC's pretty 

little GB 1, which has a particularly 

illustrious pedigree, since it's essentially 

a cross between the standmount DBl 

and the larger floorstanding FBl, both 

of which have received Best Buy ratings 

in previous HFC reviews. PMC is clearly 

hoping for the best of both worlds. 

Like Triangle, BC Acoustique is a 

French brand seeking to make its mark 

in overseas markets, with models that 

are typically individualistic in content 

and presentation. Horn tweeters are a 

particular trademark of this company. 

Spendor's new 'e'-suffixed evolution 

models might look very similar to their 

predecessors, though in fact the whole 

of this very attractive range has 

ON TEST 

undergone a major underskin makeover. 

And lastly there's B&W's 704, which 

has already had the benefit of a very 

favourable solo review in HFC 248, but 

including this advanced model from the 

number one loudspeaker brand around 

helps establish the overall context. HFC 

•• 
···-· 

BC ACOUSTIQUE 
ACT-Al 
£1,195 
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B&W 704 
£1,400 

PMC GBl 
£995 

QUAD 22L 
£895 

SPENDOR S6E 
£1,495 

TRIANGLE 
CELIUS 202 

£1,225 



LISTENING TESTS 
Loudspeaker listening poses more complex problems than 

those involved in assessing other components. Speakers 

vary greatly, and interact strongly and ohen unpredictably 

with the room. The difficulty facing sequential unsighted 

loudspeaker presentations is the tendency to Judge each 

according to how its balance differs from the previous 

model. Accordingly, extended hands-on listening sessions 

were adopted for this group, giving scope to adjust to the 

changes in balance and to experiment with the positioning. 

LAB TESTS 
The speakers were tested under in-room conditions to best 

represent real-world conditions. The equipment used 

included a Neutrik Audiograph analogue signal generator 

with synchronised pen recorder, which was used to plot the 

far-field in-room averaged response traces and impedance 

plots. Pair-matching was also checked at one metre. 

No other magazine offers an equivalent test and 

listening programme for comparative tests. 

LAB REPORTS: THE BAR GRAPH 
Our 3D bar graphs are a simple way of showing how the 

speakers compare across quantitative and qualitative 

measures. Individual parameters are assessed and shown 

as better or worse than the group average. 

1] Sensitivity: Sensitivity measures how loud a speaker 

will go for a given voltage from the amp. It's scaled to 

2.83V at l m (one watt for an eight-ohm load). This figure 

can be misleading, as sensitivity varies significantly and as 

lower-impedance speakers extract more current and hence 

power from an amp than higher-impedance ones. 

2] Bass extension: A speaker's bass is heavily modified 

by the room. To replicate 'real world' conditions, our figure 

represents the averaged bass roll-off frequency at -6dB ref 

the broad midband, measured across the far field for a 

stereo pair in a 4.3x2.6x5.5m room. 

3] Ease of drive: The lower the impedance, the more 

current it extracts from a driving amp for a given volume. 

Lower-impedance designs have higher sensitivities, 

reducing voltage requirements for given loudness levels. 

4] Overall frequency balance: Overall broad frequency 

response trends do much to define the character of a 

speaker, although true neutrality is the obvious goal. 

5] Response smoothness: The small-scale smoothness 

of a speaker has much to do with the delicacy of the 

sound, and its ability to deliver subtle harmonic shading. 

OUR BAR GRAPHS: AN EXAMPLE 



[ Ultimate Group Test ] Loudspeakers .£800·.£1,500 

.£ 1, 195 per pair � 020 8882 2822 (i[: www.bc-acoustique.com 

BC ACOUSTIQUE ACT·A 1 
A prominent horn tweeter is just part of this speaker's charm 

I 
t's not hard to guess that BC Acoustique 

comes from France. The website is rather 

unhelpful info-wise, but the company is run 

by Messrs Bruno Roux and Christian Avedissian 

(the B and the C, presumably), and is primarily 

a speaker operation, though it also distributes 

some overseas brands on the French market. 

It's not quite a Hi-Fi Choice virgin, since we 

recommended something called an Araxe 

some four years ago, in HFC 204. That model 

no longer exists, and has probably been 

replaced by one or other of this brand new 

ACT series. These include five stereo pairs -

one stand mount and four floorstanders - and 

this Al is the smallest of the floorstanders. 

It's a simple two-way, operating in a quite 

deep rear-ported enclosure, and feels 

exceptionally solidly built, as its 20kg weight 

indicates. Real wood veneer covers all faces, 

and comes in four finishes from a very light 

maple via the cherry supplied for this review 

to two darker brown shades called 'amarant' 

and 'wenge'. In the French tradition, the 

veneer is very plain with little visible grain. 
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Simple it may be in outline, but the detail 

here is unusual, interesting and original, even 

if some of the technical Justification in the 

catalogue gets rather lost in translation. The 

standout feature must be the shiny silver 

horn-loaded tweeter - an uncommon 

technique these days, but favoured by more 

than one French brand. 

The 165mm main driver has a very open 

frame plus a 120mm polypropylene cone, and 

is surrounded by an attractive silver fixing 

ring. The silver finish theme is echoed in the 

chunky cast metal feet that ensure fine 

stability, but make no lock-nut provision for 

the accompanying cones. The theme 

continues in the large terminal/network plate 

on the rear, which incorporates a jumper 

arrangement to give five tweeter-level options 

across a 6dB spread, plus a single terminal 

pair. The crossover has gentle 6dB slopes, for 

best phase coherence, and uses top quality 

ingredients internally. 

SOUND QUALITY 
According to another French manufacturer, 

one advantage of using a horn tweeter is that 

it provides a better energy match to the 

midrange unit through the crossover region. 

It's a somewhat enigmatic comment, but one 

that immediately came to mind when the 

ACT-Al was connected up to the system. 

With this speaker, the ears immediately 

zoom in on a presence vividness and 

coherence that is very persuasive and 

convincing, and which makes regular speakers 

sound a little limp by comparison. It's a very 

exciting and involving experience, if also a 

little edge-of-the-seat, and naturally places 

something of a premium on the quality and 

type of equipment with which it's used. The 

UK importer, The Audiophile Club, also 

distributes high-quality valve amps, and the 

latter's delicious midrange would seem to 

make for an ideal match. 

With our regular solid state amplification 

there was a slight tonal hardening and a 

touch of 'horniness', but the speaker remained 

very involving nonetheless. However, if the 

midband and top end are exceptional, the 

same cannot be said of the bass, which 

seemed ill-matched to our listening room in 

much the way that the Araxe had been. 

Rather than delivering a smooth, deep 

extension, the Al has a very prominent 

'thump' which can be rather wearing with 

some material. HFC 

Sensitivity was measured at a generous 90d8, 

though to be fair that's partly achieved through an 

amplifier load that dips close to 4 ohms through the 

upper bass and lower midband, centred around 

250Hz, a portion of the spectrum which one would 

expect to carry heavy modulation levels. Slight 

resonances are visible at 200Hz and 400Hz on the 

impedance plot. 

Though not particularly smooth, the in-room 

far-field averaged response nevertheless looks very 

well ordered above 200Hz, with a broad, shallow 

depression through the presence zone (1.5-5kHz). 

The upper bass and lower midband (70-200Hz) is a 

little lean, but the port output, tuned here to 40Hz, 

resulted in a massive excess 30-70Hz, typically 

5-SdB above the midband datum under our 

conditions. This is partly because it's close to a 

room mode at 55Hz, but also indicates that the port 

output is probably a little too energetic. 

HOW IT COMPARES 

1 J Sensitivity » + 30% 

21 Bass extension » · 10% 

3) Ease of drive » +20% 

41 Overall frequency balance » -20% 

SI Response smoothness » 0% 

Sens1t1v1ty@ l m/2 83V 

Impedance (nominal/mean) 

Estimated bass extension 

•1.: 

SOUND» 89% This French speaker has quite 

exceptional focus and dynamic 

>----------< coherence and expression 

PRACTICALITY» 85% through the voice band. 

Presentation is very smart but 

>----------< plain, and the bass might have 
BUILD» 86% been more even under our 

listening conditions. 

VALUE» 87% 

111111 l't'DI I 
Hl·FI 
OVERAU SCORE » 



Loudspeakers .£800· .£1,500 [ Ultimate Group Test ] 

.£1,400 per pair a 01903 221500 (;[: www.bwspeakers.com 

B&W704 
This striking f/oorstander is a thoroughly ear-pleasing a/I-rounder 

T
he leading brand in serious hi-fi 

speakers around the globe, Worthing­

based B&W's representative in this 

six-way group test is the bigger brother to the 

two-way standmount 705, which received a 

Best Buy flag in our May group test (HFC 

253) Indeed, this two-and-a-half-way 

floorstander was actually reviewed in-depth 

last December (HFC 248), but without the 

strictures of a group test context. 

The 700 Series speakers are the mid-price 

successors to the CDM-NTs, and have similar 

top-mounted tube-loaded tweeters to give 

wide high-frequency distribution and time-align 

the midrange and tweeter voice coils. The 704 

shares the same driver line-up as its CDM-7NT 

predecessor, but has an altogether smoother, 

sleeker and more streamlined look, with classy 

real-wood veneer, and neat front-to-back 

tapering that avoids parallel sides. A single 

curved piece forms the front and top faces, 

conferring excellent structural integrity, and 

giving better distributed vertical reflections. 

Below the 25mm alloy dome tweeter, the 

704 has a l 65mm cast-frame bass/mid driver 

with yellow 120mm woven Kevlar cone. The 

lowest driver is bass-only, with 120mm Kevlar­

reinforced paper cone, further stiffened by a 

dome nearly as large as the cone. All feature 

what B&W calls 'balanced drive' motors. 

Each cone driver is loaded by its own 

sub-enclosure, and separately 'Flowport' 

reflex-ported too. Foam bungs are supplied 

for fine tuning the bass. At 21 kg, it feels very 

solid, and sits securely enough on well seated 

spikes, though without the additional stability 

of a separate plinth. Twin terminal pairs 

provide bi-wire/amp options, and our samples 

came finished in an attractive maple veneer, 

the available options including American 

walnut, cherrywood, 'rosenut' and black ash. 

SOUND QUALITY 
Firm, deep and weighty bass with fine 

articulation and agility is the first thing one 

notices with this elegant pair. That's partly 

because the bass end is particularly good, 

deftly avoiding mid bass 'thump' while 

delivering ample low-bass weight. But it's also 

in part because the upper midband and 

presence zones are decidedly laid back. 

Indeed, for some listeners it might arguably 

be a little too restrained, and it sometimes 

seemed necessary to turn the system up a 

little louder than one might expect in order to 

maintain good voice intelligibility. The up side 

to this is that it will never sound aggressive, 

even when reproducing something like a 

close-miked harmonica. 

The treble level is about right, and the 

quality is impressive too, with an openness 

and delicacy that ensures superior air and 

detailing. The external tweeter probably 

contributes to the airiness, and also to the 

fine 'out-of-the-box' imaging. 

And if the midrange isn't the smoothest, it 

is nevertheless impressively free from boxy 

colorations, and delivers good dynamic 

expression from a very well controlled 

enclosure. Low-level detail is therefore very 

well maintained, adding realistic textures to 

orchestral material in particular. 

This is an easy speaker to like. It goes about 

its task without drawing attention to itself, 

and will never sound unduly intrusive. There 

will be those who will prefer a little less 

restraint through the presence region, but this 

is a fine all-rounder nonetheless, which is 

unlikely to disappoint. HFC 

The 704 has a generous sensitivity of 90-91dB, 

though part of the reason can be found in a 

current-hungry impedance characteristic which 

falls below 4 ohms at the port tuning frequency of 

30Hz, and dips close to 4 ohms again around 

200Hz, where high-level program content is likely 

to be found. 

Measured under far-field in-room averaged 

conditions, the overall balance is very well ordered 

right across the band, holding within +/-3dB 

limits from 60Hz right up to 17kHz. The bass 

extension is very impressive here too, registering 

-SdB at 20Hz under in-room conditions, thanks to 

the low port tuning frequency. However, those 

basic facts don't reveal the whole truth, and the 

frequency response shows several ups and downs 

within those limits, with minor dips at 120Hz, 

220Hz, 550Hz, 1.2kHz, and then again in the 

presence/crossover zone, 2.2-4kHz. 

HOW IT COMPARES ; 

1 J Sensitivity » +400/o 

2) Bass extension » +450/o 

3) Ease of drive » -HIO/o 

4) Overall frequency balance » +300/o 

5) Response smoothness » -200/o 

SPECIFICATIONS 
--------

Measurement Rated Actual 
----�-- --- ----

Sens1t1v1ty (al 1m/283V 90 SdB 

Impedance (nominal/mean) 6 ohms 

Estimated bass extension < 20Hz 

SOUND» 880/o With its cleverly curved 

I I I I I I I I 111 I enclosure and external tweeter, 

>---------< this interesting speaker offers 

PRACTICALITY» 86'/o superior bass and treble, and 

I I I I I I I I 111 I little boxy coloration. Midrange 

>---------< is restrained, which may be an 
BUILD» 900/o advantage or disadvantage 

I I I I I I I I I ii I according to taste. 

VALUE» 850/o 

I I I I I I I I n1 I 
Hl·FI 
OVERALL SCORE » 
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Loudspeakers .£800·.£1,500 [ Ultimate Croup Test ] 

.£995 per pair � 08704 441044 €?! www.pmc-speakers.com 

PMCGB1 
New ultra-compact floorstander proves an articulate performer 

P 
MC stands for the Professional 

Monitoring Company, a title which this 

relatively young operation well deserves, 

since it is one of very few to be equally 

successful in both the domestic hi-fi and 

professional monitoring sectors. 

This GB l is PMC's latest domestic model. It 

was conceived to fill an obvious gap between 

the tiny standmount DBl (Best Buy in HFC 

240), and the significantly larger 

floorstanding FB l (Best Buy in HFC 204), so 

what you get essentially is the smaller 

140mm main driver from the DBl loaded by 

the full-size (2.4m) transmission line readily 

available to a floorstander. It sounds like a 

simple recipe, though development actually 

proved protracted and arduous, involving 

finding a new type of damping foam, and 

choosing the critical positioning of the line 

exit some distance from its end - at the front 

and close to the floor, in point of fact 

The result is a very neat 'mini floorstander', 

and PMC's dealers reckon its small dimensions 

and high-class all-over real-wood veneer 

(cherry, oak and maple as standard) will be 

hugely popular with customers. It's notably 

slim, thanks to that small main driver, yet 

reasonably deep, while a curvaceous MDF 

plinth enhances stability and gives the chunky 

spikes real security. 

The main driver uses a cast frame and a 

doped paper cone, while the tweeter is the 

same 26mm fabric dome device used in the 

much more costly OB l model. A high-quality 

crossover network is fed via twin terminal 

pairs, permitting bi-wiring or amping options. 

SOUND QUALITY 

One might expect such a compact speaker to 

sound a little on the small side, but the GB l 

confounds such speculation with a bottom 

end that is exceptionally agile and 

informative, yet also has surprising weight 

and power. There will be those who prefer a 

sound that packs a little more thump and 

slam, plus a bit more warmth, but others will 

find that the GBl 's slightly lean but very clear 

delivery is actually preferable to the fuller 

balance encountered with larger drivers. The 

complex interplay between bass and 

percussion on Robbie Robertson's Somewhere 

Down The Crazy River showed this to great 

advantage, ably clarifying the contributions of 

the various instruments. 

Elsewhere the balance seems well judged, 

with sufficient restraint through the presence 

region to avoid any aggressive tendencies, yet 

not so much as to smother the detail. One 

criticism might be a slight lack of power and 

vigour - the piano's right hand sounds just a 

little undernourished in dynamic terms, and 

voices are just a trifle recessed too - but 

there's no lack of fine detail, as the treble 

proper is quite strong and notably sweet 

This speaker's best trick, however, is its 

superb freedom from boxiness, to an extent 

usually only associated with much more costly 

'high-end' designs. The GB l not only has a 

modest visual presence, but much more than 

most it seems to 'disappear' sonically. Shut 

your eyes, and you'd be hard pressed to 

identify where the speakers were located. 

Stereo images are beautifully spread around 

and between the enclosures, and romantic 

orchestral material was particularly delicate 

and engrossing, thanks in no small part to its 

impressively wide dynamic range. HFC 

The tiny main driver used here inevitably restricts 

the low frequency output, but the generous 

transmission line, tuned to 40Hz, is helpful in 

giving decent in-room output down to 30Hz (-4dB) . 

Sensitivity is rated at a relatively modest 87dB, but 

that's partly because the load seen by the amplifier 

never falls below 6 ohms, ensuring that this is 

basically an easy-to-drive loudspeaker. 

The overall balance is not entirely neutral, 

showing most obviously a slight midband peak at 

around 800Hz-lkHz. Bass output is generally a little 

lean below 250Hz, but also reasonably smooth and 

even, apart from a dip at 180Hz probably due to a 

line resonance, since it seems to be reflected in a 

minor perturbation on the impedance trace. The 

broad presence zone is a little recessed around the 

1-SkHz mark, while the treble stages a mild 

recovery above that point and looks smoother than 

most can offer. 

HOW IT COMPARES I 

[]] 

1] Sensitivity » -30% 
2) Bass extension » -25% 
3] Ease of drive » -10% 
4) Overall frequency balance » -20% 
5) Response smoothness » -20% 

SPECIFICATIONS 
Measurement Rated 

Sens1t1v1ty@ 1 m/283V 87dB 

Impedance {nominal/mean) 8 ohms 

Estimated bass extension 29Hz 

Actual 

87dB 

8 ohm� 

30Hz 

SOU ND » 89% This cute floorstander doesn't 

I I I I I I I I I I I possess the warmest sound 

t---------< around, yet its character is 

PRACTICALITY »B7% beautifully clean and articulate 

overall, with a delightful 

1--------1 freedom from boxiness and a 

BUILD » 90% delicate top end. Thoroughly 

I I I I I I I I I J I recommended at the price. 

VALUE »91% 
I I I I I I I I I I I 

Hl·R1:11U1ll Oti'i':f .. , 
OVERALl SCORE» ...,.t \l...; ' � � 
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[ Ultimate Group Test ] Loudspeakers .£800·.£1,500 

.£895 per pair � 0845 458 0011 t<� www.quad-hifi.co.uk 

QUAD22L 
Lovely finish, but this f/oorstander's beauty is more than skin deep 

W
ith roots going back to 1936, Quad is 

one of the grand old names of British 

hi-fi, though these days it's actually 

owned by Chinese interests and operates as 

part of the IAG group. Its reputation was 

initially built with high-quality amps, but in 

1953 it shocked the hi-fi world with the 

world's first full-range electrostatic speaker. 

The ESL53 and its ESL63, ESL988 and 

ESL989 successors - the latter two models in 

current production - have always set a unique 

performance benchmark (at a high price), so 

much so that Quad long resisted the 

temptation to produce cheaper box speakers. 

While the electrostatics remain key prestige 

brand totems, the Quad name has recently 

been applied to a number of more 

conventional moving coil loudspeakers, which 

combine exceptionally attractive piano 

lacquered veneers with some very competitive 

prices. The L-series consists of four stereo pairs 

all-told, and this 22L has twin 165mm main 

70 HI-FI CHOICE september 2004 

drivers and operates in a two-and-a-half-way 

configuration, whereby the upper main driver 

and tweeter operate as a regular two-way, 

while the lower main driver (and the port) are 

merely used to augment the bass output 

IAG hired the supervisor of its cabinet shop 

from a piano manufacturer. The enclosures 

are built from 18mm MDF, and veneered in 

black, rosewood, maple or birds-eye maple 

'bookmatched' veneers. Six coats of lacquer 

are applied and polished over a seven day 

period to give the deep piano lacquer finish. 

All drivers are designed and manufactured 

in-house. The main drivers have woven 

120mm Kevlar cones, l 65mm cast alloy 

chassis and high-gauss magnets. The lower 

bass unit has a four-layer voice coil and extra 

mass loading, and the tweeter a 25mm fabric 

dome. The crossover circuit is extremely 

simple, with tightly toleranced audiophile 

components, including air-cored chokes and 

polypropylene capacitors. Less happily, an 

undersized plinth actually reduces the 

stability footprint. 

SOUND QUALITY 

The 22L has a rather different presentation 

from the norm. Rather than the slightly 

restrained and laid-back presence zone that 

most designs favour, the Quad has a 

decidedly forward balance that tends to push 

the sound forward towards the listeners. 

It's an interesting alternative, and certainly 

makes it easy to follow the lyrics of songs, or 

listen to speech radio even when the volume 

is turned low. This can be a bonus, especially 

for late-night listening. But there's also the 

down side that this can become rather less 

comfortable when the volume is turned up 

high. Not only does this tend to emphasise 

any deficiencies in the sources, or indeed the 

program material, it also reveals a mild degree 

of boxy coloration in the upper midband. It's 

not sufficient to spoil the brew, but it is 

audible nonetheless, and remains part of the 

character of the speaker. 

Another consequence of that slight 

forwardness is a slightly cool overall character 

through the upper bass and lower mid band. 

Dynamic expression sounds a little muted 

here too, though the bass end proper is both 

agile and nicely judged. Many will no doubt 

be initially attracted by this speaker's classy 

surface finish, but its beauty is certainly more 

than skin deep, and its tonal balance is 

refreshingly different from the norm. HFC 

Sensitivity is a very decent 89dB, helped in no 

small part by an impedance which dips to around 

4.5 ohms in the low and mid bass, and again in 

the treble. Bass extension is very respectable too, 

peaking up a little around 40-60Hz under our 

in-room, far-field conditions, and consequently 

providing decent ultimate extension down to 

25Hz at -6dB. 

The overall in-room balance is remarkably 

smooth and flat from 60Hz all the way up to (and 

beyond) 15kHz, albeit with one very obvious 

suckout which dips some 5dB centred on 550Hz and 

covers nearly an octave in width. Its significance is 

difficult to assess, though it might be related to a 

minor perturbation in the impedance plot around 

700Hz, and may represent an unwanted resonance 

in the bass/mid driver. The whole top half of the 

spectrum above 900Hz is rather stronger than 

average here. 

HOW IT COMPARES I 

1] Sensitivity » 0% 

21 Bass extension » · 15% 

3] Ease of drive » 0% 

4] Overall frequency balance » +20% 

5] Response smoothness » + 30 

SPECIFICATIONS 

Measurement 

Sens1t1v1ty cw l m/ 2 83V 

Impedance (nom1nal/mean) 

Estimated bass extension 

llHR 
' 

I 

VERDICT 
,.. -., 

SOUND» 81% With a lovely piano gloss 

lacquer finish over a birds-eye 

f---------1 maple veneer, the 22L has a 
PRACTICALITY» 83% 

I I I I I I. I lal I I 

more open and forward 

balance than usual, which 

>---------1 might well be to taste, but 
BUILD» 90% 

I I I I I I I 111 I 

VALUE» 88% 

midband resonance remains a 

mild cause for concern. 

HHI 
OVERALL SCORE» 



Loudspeakers .£800·.£1,500 [Ultimate Group Test] 

.£1,495 per pair S 01323 8 43474 €!} www.spendoraudio.com 

SPENDORS&E 
Spendor's new 'e' suffixed models have many underskin changes 

S 
pendor's roots lie firmly in the broadcast 

monitoring tradition, though from the 

earliest days the legendary BCl speaker 

also attracted considerable respect from 

domestic hi-fi enthusiasts. While the brand 

kept a very low UK profile in the 1990s, that 

situation has since been reversed following 

Philip Swift's takeover early this century. 

The company's traditional pro-oriented and 

Classic ranges continue, but most of the hi-fi 

attention is now focused on the more 

fashion-focussed S-series models, which this 

year has seen extensive underskin revisions. 

The new models look very similar to the old, 

but now carry an 'e' suffix. The cast-frame 

main driver uses a new transparent ep38 

polymer for the 120mm diameter cone, plus a 

new surround material and a new type of 

27mm fabric dome tweeter The linearity of the 

magnetic motor has improved, and a shaped 

phase plug enhances top end smoothness. 

The S6e is a simple two-way based around a 

165mm bass/mid driver; stylish and elegant, 

it's also very compact. The grille is meant to 

be left in place from both acoustic and styling 

points of view, and this enhances the very slim 

appearance. It's clothed all round in good 

quality cherry or maple real wood veneers, 

and the drivers are neatly flush-mounted into 

the front panel. 

It also comes with a proper plinth, with 

lateral extensions at the rear to enhance the 

overall stability, and this provides secure 

accommodation for the chunky 8mm spikes. 

Incidentally, the spikes come with both 

thumbwheel and hex nuts, a clever 

arrangement that ensures they can be 

properly locked in place without damaging 

the socket. Other manufacturers please copyl 

A clever port arrangement, in the form of a 

tapering ducted slot, exits close to the floor at 

the rear. Twin terminal pairs, now mounted on 

a damped stainless steel plate, provide a 

bi-amping/bi-wiring option. Auto-transformers 

rather than resistors are used to attenuate the 

tweeter, and each loudspeaker pair is matched 

to within 1 dB. 

SOUND QUALITY 

Whereas the original S-series speakers tended 

to err on the cautious side in the way voices 

were reproduced, giving a slightly recessed 

and 'shut-in' effect, this new e-designated 

model is significantly more neutral through 

the voice band. Compared to Spendor's classic 

BCl, long regarded as a very superior voice 

monitor, the similar openness of this new 

model was extremely impressive, even though 

it does possess a little more nasal coloration 

than its ancestor. 

It's not all good news however, as dynamic 

expression seemed a bit weak, and the 

midband could have had a little more punch 

and tension. Though basically neutral, voices 

could have been more dramatic and 

expressive, pianos lacked a little percussive 

power, and brass might have had more bite. 

A major strength of this speaker is bass 

that's unusually powerful and deep for such a 

compact, simple speaker. It's essentially clean, 

so when there's no deep bass in the program 

material, there's none from the speaker; but 

when real bass comes along, the S6e provides 

it with great solidity and dexterity. 

However, there is perhaps a little too much 

restraint at the opposite end of the spectrum, 

where there's a slight lack of sparkle. While 

some might appreciate its restraint, others will 

no doubt find this a problem. HFC 

Sensitivity registers a respectable enough 88dB, all 

the more so because the impedance stays 

comfortably above 6 ohms throughout the band, 

and the bass extension under in-room, far-field 

averaged conditions registers -6dB at a low 22Hz, 

the latter assisted by a low port tuning frequency of 

around 38Hz. 

Bass output is notably strong from 28-60Hz, then a 

little lean at 60-250Hz. A mild dip centred on 500Hz 

is reflected in a corresponding perturbation in the 

impedance plot, perhaps indicating a resonance 

problem in the main driver. Output peaks up slightly 

at 1-1.2kHz, and then shows a rather uneven 

presence zone at 1.2-3kHz. Although the whole 

response holds within good overall limits right across 

the audio spectrum, there's no avoiding some lack of 

smoothness. The treble proper is notably flat at 

3-7kHz but rolls off quite steadily above a low SkHz 

under far-field conditions. 

HOW IT COMPARES I 

1) Sensitivity » · 10% 

21 Bass extension » +20% 

3) Ease of drive » +15% 

4) Overall frequency balance » -15% 

5) Response smoothness » +20% 

VERDICT 
SOUND» 83% This very classy compact 

I I I I I I I I I I I floorstander delivers unusually 

.__ ______ __. deep and powerful bass, and 

PRACTICALITY» 118'/o an attractively open midband. 

I I I I I I I I n I I However, the voice band could 

f---------< have been smoother with less 
BUILD» 90% nasality, and the top end is 

I I I I I I I I I J just a little too restrained. 

VALUE» BO% 

I I I I I I I 11 I I 
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AUDUSA EUPEN CSA 2.5 AUDIO AC POWER CORD 

GNLM 05/04 and GNLM 05/2.5 ( CSA 2.5) Cable with FERRITE 

TECHNOLOGY - A polymer material mixed with a considerable quantity 

of homogeneously fine high quality ferrite powder.is extruded around the 

copper conductors .. GNLM cables are further protected with a foil 

shield and a drain wire, specifically manufactured for High End audio use. 

NEW for 2004 CSM Interconnect, with extruded ferrite - RCA or 
XLR, £45 for a 1 m pair. 

AUDUSA - OOM Silverlink OCC bal­
anced speaker cable stranded, silver on OFHC 

plus three strands of OCC for improved bass perfor­

mance. Mylar infill and with designed in protection 

against RF and EMI. 

LAT INTERNATIONAL Inc USA - Analogue, Digital and Video interconnects and Speaker 

cable better than most others at double the price. 
We have developed a cabling (weaving) pattern along with 

an unusual shielding/filtering system that gets rid of the 

garbage that contaminates your components. The difference 

you hear with our cord is astounding. Our power cord takes 

advantage of silver in its design through use of our proprietary 

Silverfuse conductors. The conductors are 10 gauge and with 

PTFE; the best insulation available. Fitted as standard with 

IEC I MK Toughplug .. 60cm £62, 90cm £75, 1.2m £88, 1.5m 

£101, 1.8m £112 etc Other lengths available and.off the reel. 

4, 6 and 8 way all steel mains distribution blocks fitted with 

UK, Schuko or USA sockets.GE tested & approved mains 

distribution units manufactured of heavy gauge steel, finished 

in black and fitted with highest quality 13amp sockets. It has 

no filters, circuit breakers, surge protection, transformers, 

resistors, capacitors, LED's, on/off switches, chokes, regu­

lators, just fitted with 1 m of AC-2 mains cable.From £166 

for 4 way, £198, 6 way, £�9 for 8 way. 

Bosendorfer, one to one, Acoustic Active Prin­

ciple, like no other loudspeaker in the world. 

Model VG 1, VG 2, VG 7, Wall and Centre 

SILVERFUSE is a near alloy of silver and 
copper. IT IS NOT SILVER PLATED OR SILVER 

CLAD. Plating (or clad, which is the same thing as plat­
ing) causes a dioding effect when signal is passed 

through resulting in brightness and distortion. The Sil­
verfuse process starts with seven 

nines OFHC copper wire with a 
diameter that is slightly larger than 

the required size. It is then pulled 
through a trough of molten silver. The wire 

with a silver deposit, is then forced through 
a compacting die where it is subject to tremendous pres­
sure. The silver and the high purity copper are fused 
together into a near alloy. The compacting fusion also 

reduces the wire diameter to the desired size. No diod-
ing subsequently occurs with this process. The result 

provides for the benefits of silver; which are excel­
lent definition and clarity, with the high purity copper 
benefits of warmth and mellowness. 

WWW.AUDUSA.COM 

T: 020 8241 9826, 020 8264 0249 F: 020 8241 0999 E: sales@audusa.com 



Loudspeakers .£800·.£1,500 [ Ultimate Group Test ] 

.£ 1,225 per pair a 01753 652669 m; www.triangle-fr.com 

TRIANGLE CELIUS 202 
Can this bigger brother repeat the Antal 202's Best Buy trick? 

F 
ranee's Triangle follows its own agenda, 

in both engineering and aesthetics, 

creating speakers that are distinctively 

different from the norm. Several models have 

done rather well in our reviews, most recently 

the Antal 202 registering a Best Buy rating in 

HFC 253, though there's no denying that the 

styling and presentation might look a trifle 

strange to British eyes. 

Both members of the 'budget' Espace range, 

this Celius 202 sits one rung up the ladder 

from that Antal 202 - so much so that it will 

have to work hard to JUStify a £1,225 price 

tag. The differences amount to just an extra 

50cm on the height and 2kg on the weight, 

while this Celius has a larger midrange driver 

that operates an octave lower than the 

Antal's. Frankly, it's hard to see why it costs 

£300 more than its slightly smaller brother. 

It's a full three-way design, combining a pair 

of port-loaded l 6.5cm (6.5-in) bass drivers 

with another (rather different) 6.5-incher for 

the midrange, while the dome tweeter has a 

pronounced horn and 'bullet' phase 

compensator. All the drivers are designed and 

made in-house, using cast alloy chassis and 

paper cone diaphragms throughout. The two 

bass drivers have regular synthetic rubber 

surrounds, to allow for the greater excursion 

needed for reproducing low frequencies. 

Unusually, the midrange driver has a pleated, 

damped cloth surround - an old-fashioned 

technique favoured here because it has lower 

hysteresis (energy storage) than rubber. 

The four drive units are all mounted on a 

black-stained, slightly convex MDF front 

panel, decorated by gilt grille mounting lugs. 

The other five faces of the enclosure have a 

rather nondescript vinyl woodprint finish, 

though a real-wood 'ebene' option is available 

at ten per cent extra. Underneath, four little 

brass domes are threaded for 6mm spikes; 

there are no lock-nuts, and no plinth either, so 

stability isn't great. The rear panel carries twin 

terminal pairs, and a front port reflex-loads 

the bass enclosure. 

SOUND QUALITY 

Given the success of the Antal 202 and its 

similarity to this Celius, it wasn't surprising 

that the latter would deliver a similarly high 

standard of sound quality. Indeed, it has a 

slight advantage in overall smoothness, 

though the essential character is very similar. 

The midband is the heart of the action here, 

and this speaker's unusual midrange driver 

does a fine job of delivering it with superb 

time coherence, plus vivid dynamics and 

expressiveness. It could be smoother and 

sweeter to advantage perhaps, but there are 

few aggressive tendencies. The top end might 

be a shade strong for some tastes and 

systems, it should be pointed out, but it 

integrates very well with the midband, and is 

clean enough to provide impressive 

enhancement of detail and textures. 

The bass end is rather less interesting -

although agile enough, it's also a little weak 

in authority, with slight upper bass thickening 

to add a touch of chestiness to male voices 

too. Because the Celius is significantly taller 

than the other speakers assembled here, its 

midrange and tweeter are slightly above 

seated ear height, and this undoubtedly 

enhances the overall impression of scale. HFC 

Sensitivity registers a very generous 92dB here, 

which ought to make life easy for the driving 

amplifier, though in fact this very positive figure is 

offset by a very current-demanding impedance 

characteristic that drops below 3 ohms between 

700Hz and l.3kHz, where quite high levels are often 

needed. Some valve amps might experience 

difficulties here. 

The bass region is dry in balance but with decent 

ultimate extension (-lOdB at 20Hz in room) , thanks 

to 35Hz port tuning, and some wall reinforcement 

might be helpful. The mid-bass is a little too strong 

at 90-lOOHz, however, and while the overall 

room-averaged frequency response is held within 

respectable limits, it's not particularly smooth. The 

lower midband is lean and the upper mid slightly 

forward, with suckouts at l.3kHz and 3kHz. The 

treble too shows a significant dip at 15kHz followed 

by a peak at 18kHz. 

HOW IT COMPARES 

1] Sensitivity » +60% 

2] Bass extension » -20% 

3] Ease of drive » -15% 

4] Overall frequency balance » 00/o 
5] Response smoothness » -100/o 

SPECIFICATIONS ---------- ---
Measurement Rated 
Sen-.1t1v1ty '.a.: l m/ 2 83V 92dB 

lmpedan{,e (nominal/mean) 8 otmh 

E<,t1mateci ba<:>'> exten<:>1on '1SH1 

Actual 
9ldB 

4 ohm<, 

27Hz 

VERDICT ,-r �' ;) I 
SOUND » 88% Presentation is rather bland, 

I I I I I I I I 111 I but this tall. high-sensitivity 

r--------1 speaker has a notably classy 

PRACTICALITY» T1% and dynamically vigorous 

I I I I I I I .!JI I I midband. Though a little 

>----------< smoother and more even than 

BUILD» 79% the quite similar Antal 202, it's 

I I I I I I I 111 I I also considerably more costly. 

VALUE»84% 

I I I I I I I 1.D I I 
HHI · 

OVERAU SCORE » 
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[ Ultimate Group Test ] Loudspeakers .£800· .£1,500 

CONCLUSIONS 
These floorstanders represent the best at around £7,000 - and there's a speaker here for everyone 

T
rying to pick the bones out differences between them, so it's price and appearance, it offers Celius 202 is a lot of speaker for 

of this group, one is left really down to the potential strong value for money. £1,225, its dynamically vigorous 

with a bit of a dilemma. The customer to consider his/her own PMC's ultra-compact £995 GB 1 midband providing great 

discipline of the group test is that priorities and look for the best fit. is rather more laid back, and could entertainment. But whether it's 

the group as a whole defines a Let's summarise these differences arguably do with a touch more worth the extra cost over the 

series of standards against which by climbing up the price ladder. warmth, but it's beautifully clean Antal 202 must be debatable. 

the performance of any individual Least expensive and arguably the and articulate with a delightful B&W's £ 1,400 704 has very 

model may be judged. The trouble best looking is the £895 Quad freedom from boxiness. The £1,195 superior bass and treble, though its 

comes when trying to make an 22L, which features a lovely deep ACT-Al from BC Acoustique has midband might have been 

overall value judgement when, for piano gloss lacquer over a birds-eye exceptional focus and dynamic smoother and a little less laid back. 

example, one model has the maple veneer. It has a more open coherence through the voice band, Finally, the £1,495 Spendor S6e is 

better bass while another has the and forward balance than the though the bass might have been a classy two-way with unusually 

superior mid band. others, which might well be to more even under our conditions. deep bass, plus an attractively 

None of these speakers was taste, but a midband resonance is In terms of size and drive unit open midband, though the top end 

poor, but there were substantial slight concern. However, given its count, if not finish, Triangle's here is a little too restrained. HFC 

TRY THEM WITH THESE HINTS AND TIPS 

AMPLIFIERS 

EXPOSURE 3010 £1,000 

A beefy integrated amp with Exposure's 
typically sweet and involving sound. 

SUGDEN A21 A £899 

Limited power but this latest version of 
a classic has delightful resolution. 

CD PLAYERS 

ARCAM DIVA CD93T £950 

Superior resolution and fine 
transparency from an excellent player. 

SONY SCD-XA3000ES £800 

Does CD and SACD too, the latter in 
stereo or surround sound. 

Ell Floor-coupling spikes should 

have tight lock-nuts, but don't over­

tighten or you'll strip the threads 

Ell Finding the right place to put 

the loudspeakers acoustically is very 

important. Do take time and trouble 

to experiment with position. 

Ell Moving a speaker from a free 

space location until it's close to a 

wall will substantially boost the 

mid-bass output. 

Ell Expect all speakers to improve 

steadily over the first 100 hours or 

so of listening. 

LOUDSPEAKERS AT A GLANCE 

PRICE fl,195 

SOUND I I I ! I I I fW! I 

PRACTICALITY I I I I I I I •I I 

BUILD I I I ! I ! 1 IW I I 

VALUE I I I ! I I I Mi I 

OVERALL I I I ! I ! I IM! I 

CONCLUSION Quite exceptional focus 
and dynamic coherence 

though the bass might 
have been more even in 

our room. 

KEY FEATURES 

SIZE (WxHxD) 2lx90xllcm 

DRIVER CONFIG 2-way 

MAIN DRIVER SIZE(S) lx165mm 

STAND/ FLOOR Floor 

CABINET ANISH Real wood 

B�WIRE No 

fl,400 

llll!lllMll 

!l!!!l!MI! 

ll!l!lllWI 

l!lll!IMll 

llll!llMll 

Superior bass and treble, 

though the restrained 

midband may be a 

positive or a negative 

according to taste. 

22x96x32cm 

2.5-way 

2xl65mm 

Floor 

Real woo<I 

Yes 

LAB CONCLUSIONS E =EXCELLENT • G =GOOD • A= AVERAGE • P =POOR 

SENSmYITY 90dB G 90.5 dB G 

EST. BASS EXTENSION 25Hz G <20Hz E 

IMPEDANCE (MIN/ AVE) 4/6 ohms A 3.3/6 ohms P 

OVERAll FREQ. 8A1ANCE ·20%A +30% G 

RESPONSE SMOOTHNESS 0%A ·20% A 
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£995 

I! 111 I I fWI I 

l!!!ll!JMI! 

lll!l!!IMt 

lll!l!llWI 

l ! ! ll!i!W I 

Very compact 

floorstander sounds 

clean and articulate, 

with a delightful 

freedom from boxiness. 

l6x90x23.5cm 

2-way 

lxl30mm 

Floor 

Real wood 

Yes 

87dB A 

30HzA 

6/8 ohms E 

-20% A 

-200/o A 

£895 

Lovely piano gloss finish 

and an unusually open 

and forward balance -

good value but try 

before you buy. 

2lxB5x2Bcm 

2.5-way 

2xl65mm 

Floor 

lacquered real wood 

Yes 

B9dB A 

25HzG 

4.5/6ohmsA 

+20%G 

+30'A> G 

fl,495 

lill!!IM!I 

tll!!lllM!! 

llll!lllWI 

11II!llM11 

ll!ll!IMll 

Classy compact two-way 
with unusually deep and 

full bass, though the top 

end is a little too 

restrained. 

l9xBBx30cm 

2-way 

l x 1 65mm 

Floor 

Real woo<I 

Yes 

BBdBA 

23Hz G 

6/B ohms E 

-l5%A 

+20'A> G 

fl,225 

I I I 11 ! i IW! ! 

I I I! I I! Ml!! 

I I 111 I !Mi I! 

! ! I I I I I LWI ! 

r 1111111•11 

Dynamically vigorous 

midband and good 

image height, but 

perhaps not the 

prettiest of speakers. 

22xl13x30cm 

3-way 

3xl65mm 

Floor 

Yes 

92dB E 

27HzA 

2.5/4 ohmsP 

0%A 

- 10% A 



Don't be contained, be entertained 

Prepare for deeper, wider, higher 

Let the technology work, hear the music 

Reset your definition of exceptional 

Experience sound without limits 

Enjoy the Spendor magic 

Spendor Audio Systems Ltd 

Tel +44 (0)1323 843474 

Fax +44 (0)1323 442254 

info@spendoraudio.com 

www.spendoraudio.com 

Agencies include: 

AR CAM 

LINN 

NAIM 

MERIDIAN 

REGA 

B&W NAUTILUS 

PROCEED 

M+K 

NEAT 

PMC 

LOEWE 

SONY PRO 

FUJITSU 

STAX 

GRADO 

ORTOFON 

DYNAVECTOR 

SHAHINIAN 

XLO 

• 
"' 

EXCEED 

EXPECTATIONS 

If choosing your new hi-fi or home 

cinema in a civilised and relaxed 

atmosphere from a well-chosen 

selection of genuine performance 

equipment appeals, then we are for you. 

See and hear the very best with us. 

9 High Street, Hampton Wick, 
Kingston upon Thames, Surrey KT I 4DA 

020 8943 3530 
Full custom installation of home cinema, distributed 
audio/video and home automation products 
Email: infidelity@compuserve.com 
www.infidelity.co.uk 
Open: Tues - Fri I 0.30am - ?pm, Saturday I Oam - 6pm 

"A RARE COMBINATION 

OF SCALE, DY ANMIC 

TENSION AND DELICACY" 

TRIANGLE ANTAL 202 

HI-FI CHOICE BEST BUY 

MAY 2004 

for further information: 
www.ukd.co.uk 
tel. +44 (0)1753 652669 
info@ukd.co.uk 
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CD PLAYERS 
Audio disc players for music only 

® Despite the emergence of 

new formats and the 

resurgence of an old one 

(vinyl), CD is still the king of 

formats if you require breadth of 

choice. And despite the fact that 

other sources will play CDs, if you 

want to hear your discs at their 

best there's little substitute for a 

dedicated CD player. 

It's also the most enduring 

format on the market. Despite 

high-resolution contenders like 

SACD and DVD-Audio, nothing 

has been able to undermine this 

universally popular format. 

CD players work by reading a 

stream of ls and Os off a disc 

that spins at a constantly 

changing speed (to counteract 

the increasing length of 'groove'). 

This bitstream is then digitally 

filtered before undergoing 

digital-to-analogue conversion in 

the DAC (D-to-A convertor). 

Thereafter, the signal is filtered 

again before being amplified and 

sent to the output sockets. 

The processes of reading the 

disc and converting the data are 

sometimes split between a CD 

transport and separate DAC in so­

called two-box players. A popular 

approach with very high-end kit, 

this separates the electronically 

noisy elements from the sensitive 

analogue stages, but can 

introduce timing errors known as 

jitter, therefore one-box players 

usually offer best results where 

budget is a consideration. 

introduced by Sony and Philips. It offers higher resolution than CD in 

the form of considerably greater bandwidth and improved dynamic 

range. It also has the potential for uncompressed surround sound 

using up to six channels, and most new discs take advantage of this. SACD 

discs are usually hybrids and will play on normal CD players, but you won't 

be able to appreciate their highest quality or their multichannel capability 

without an SACD-compatible player. Some SACD players also play DVD 

and even DVD-Audio -these are listed in our DVD section. 

A DAC or digital-to-analogue convertor is a 

fundamental part of any CD player and converts 

the digits read from the disc into an analogue 

music waveform which is amplified to line level. 

WHY HAYE SEPARATE TRANSPORTS & DACS? 

Discs are read by a transport or disc drive, which 

creates radio frequency 'noise'. Separating the 

DAC means the conversion can be done with less 

interference. 

CAN I USE AN OUTBOARD DAC WITH 

MY INTEGRATED CD PLAYER? 

Yes, if it has a digital output - and most do. 

DO I NEED DIGITAL CABLES FOR A CD PLAYER? 

No. All analogue cables are suitable for 

connecting a CD player to an amp. Digital specific 

cables with 75ohms impedance are useful when 

connecting the player to a digital recorder or DAC. 

WHAT IS OYERSAMPLING/UPSAMPLING? 

Oversampling involves multiplying the sampling 

frequency by a whole number, usually between 

four and 32, but sometimes higher, and is 

designed let the DAC to work in a more linear 

fashion. Upsampling is where the data stream is 

stretched out by interpolation and is typically used 

to refer to large changes in sampling rate such as 

from 44.l kHz to l 92kHz. 

CAN I PLAY SACDS ON A NORMAL CD PLAYER? 

Yes. The vast majority of SACD discs are hybrids, 

with a CD layer that all CD players can read. 

CAN I PLAY DVDS ON A CD PLAYER? 

No, the same applies to DVD-As. But you can play 

CDs and DVD-As on normal DVD players. 

Arcam DiVA CD93T £950 
The latest in a long line of highly successful sub-£500 CD players from Marantz is an 

absolute beauty. Engaging and sonically refined, there's little to touch it at the price. 
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Few CD players under a grand can match the accomplishment of Arcam's latest beauty. 

Its sound is neutral but always musical - delicate or vigorous, whatever the disc requires. 



Our favourite DBESTBUY [illEDITORSCHOICE 

CD PLAYERS 
Audio-only CD and SACD players 
BADGE? PRODUCT COMMENTS 
UP TO .£1.000 

El Arcam DiVA CD73T 400 Refined and articulate, smooth and dynamic - a finely judged balance for budget to mid-price systems 

El Arcam DiVA CD93T 950 The CD33 may technically be Arcam's ultimate CD player, but it's the little brother that really won our hearts 

D Carnblidge Audio Azur 640C 250 This elegant little player can hold its own in very elevated company - a budget system will barely do it justice 

El Cyrus CD8 1.000 A truly cracking player, particularly when partnered with the optional PSX-R off-board power supply (£350) 

Exposure 2010 600 A smooth and substantial-sounding player, a little lacking in refinement but musical all the same 

Heart CD6000 OSE LE 750 Valved-up Marantz makes an entertaining and colourful player that will inspire you to listen longer 

D Inca Design Katana 600 Stylish design combined with stunning build make this something of a bargain. It sounds gocd too 

Marantz CD5400 OSE 200 Nicely thought out player with useful features and good sound, though some mechanical noise 
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El Marantz CD7300 350 Astonishingly capable sub-£500 player with effortless bass, detailed mid and treble and vast soundstages • • 
El Musical Fidelity X-RayV3 900 Think of this as an A3.2 CD player in a smaller, cheaper box. Great, earthy CD sound for the money • 
[] Nairn CD5i 825 Taut and rhythmic, Naim's starter CD player will win many fans. A particularly fine partner for the Nail 5i amp 

l 
Ratel RCD-02 375 Against some strong competition in the same price area, this Ratel generally holds up well 1• • 

El Sony SCD-XA3DOOES 800 A revised and refined version of the SCD-XA333ES that provides an almost holographic sound • • • • • 

19 Audionet ART V2 2.300 Built to last forever, this CD has a dark natural sound with excellent bass and would be cheap at twice the plice! 

[ill Ayre CX-7 CD player 2,950 Superbly built and natural sounding player that will win you over with its range of capabilities and transparency 

[ill BAT VK-D5SE CD Player 5.495 Superb valve CD player that is smooth and refined but with real guts that doesn't conform to valve stereotypes 

[ill Copland CDA 822 1,598 Well built and carefully thought out, if you go for the more sophisticated musical forms it is superb value 

Exposure 301 O 1 , 195 What this player lacks in immediacy and punch is offset by its sparkling sense of occasion and musical tension 

Exposure XXll 1,395 Natural sounding player, great with voices and acoustic instruments and makes for engaging listening 

Hegel COP2A 1,500 A technically proficient and masterly-sounding player built by people who clearly know what they are doing 

[ill Krell SAGO Standard 4,244 A landmark SCD player and an excellent CD player at what by Krell standards is a relatively affordable price 

D Meridian 507 1,195 Unusually precise and considered performer that sounds as different as the discs you stick in the drawer 

[ill Musical Fidelity Tri-Vista 4,000 Limited edition stereo-only SACD/CD player that is simply the best player MF has ever made 

[ill Nairn CDX2 2,650 Fine quality one-box CD player, but its best feature is upgradeability via outboard XPS supply 

D Orelle CD1 OOevo 1,500 Very superior timing, a wide dynamic range, natural sweetness and fine transparency 

D Prrrnare 030.2 1.499 Superb high-resolution player gives a strong taste of musical structure and physicality 

[&;] Resolution Audio Opus 21 2,850 Dynamic, well timed Oand 3D pertorrnance with an analogue volume control and digital input for a second source 

Roksan Caspian M Series 1 , 1 DO An enjoyably dynamic-sounding player featuring a positively unique choice of digital components 

[ill Sony SCD-XA9000ES 2.400 State-of-the-art CD and SACD player with full SACD bass management and i. Link-encrypted digital output 

[ill Wadia 302 3,995 A dynamic and gripping player, with bass to die for and resolution to change your listening habits 

[ill Wadia 861se 9,999 Stunning player with a full digital preamp and an all-revealing sound that'll keep you up all night 
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JiUl!fi lj I SACD COMPATIBLE Plays high-resolution SACD discs in multichannel and/or two-channel mode. ELEC DIGITAL OUTPUT Electrical coaxial output for digital connection to a DAC or digital recorder. 

OPT DIGITAL OUTPUT Optical Toslink output for digital connection to a DAC or digital recorder. CD-RW COMPATIBLE Will play CD-RW (rewritable) discs. most CD players can cope with CO-Rs 

CD TEXT Will display album and track titles from inserted disc. BAL ANALOGUE OUT Balanced XLR output connections for similarly equipped amplifiers. 

HEADPHONE SOCKET Quarter inch (6.3mm) headphone jack fitted to the CD player. VARIABLE OUTPUT Player features both fixed level and variable, volume adjustable outputs. 

Cyrus CD8/PSX-R fl,350 Nairn CDX2 f2,650 
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Taken on its own, Cyrus's COB is a highly articulate £1,000 CD player. Add a PSX-R power 

supply and it really takes off - detailed and dynamic, with musical poise and panache. 

A superb player that mixes rhythm and timing with precision and poise. Add the £2,300 
XPS power supply (pictured) to make one of the best CD players in the world. 
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DVD PLAYERS 
Disc players for audio and video 

® DVD has proved a phenomenal 

success in commercial terms and has 

virtually extinguished the market for 

budget CD players - you can't really beat a 

multiformat player when it comes to 

features. Early DVD players were not 

particularly good CD spinners because of 

the enormous amount of RF interference 

produced by video circuits, but as this 

problem has been identified manufacturers 

have begun to tackle it. Nowadays, most 

DVD players are competent CD players and 

a few are very good - often as not they are 

the ones that play DVD-Audio discs as well. 

The great advantage of DVD is that it 

offers sufficient capacity to hold a feature 

length movie or music concert and discrete 

multichannel sound on a disc the size of a 

CD. In the case of plain DVD-Video discs, 

the audio is encoded in either the Dolby 

Digital or DTS format, both of which use 

'lossy' compression to fit the audio onto 

the disc alongside the video data. You can 

use a DVD player with your stereo system 

by connecting the stereo outputs, though 

this won't give the surround sound 

benefits that the format specialises in. 

DVD-AUDIO 
DVD-Audio is a high-resolution format that 

offers multichannel, stereo and Dolby Digital 

tracks on dedicated DVD-A discs. The discs 

can be played on any DVD player, but 

"""��• the CD-beating high-fidelity sound can 

only be appreciated with a DVD-A player. 

While offering similar benefits to SACD, it 

has the advantage of on-screen display for 

information - lyrics, images and so on. To save 

you having to decide which format to go for, a 

few brands are bringing out universal players 

to cover SACD and DVD-A, alongside CD and 

DVD-Video -a neat and relatively future proof 

route into high-resolution multichannel music. 

Higher-end models featuring high-bandwidth 

compatible digital audio links are now also 

appearing, enhancing DVD-A/SACD sound 

when used with similarly equipped amps. 

CONNECTIONS 

WHICH AUDIO OUTPUTS 

GIVE THE BEST QUALITY? 

Use the analogue outputs 

for CD, DVD-A and SACD, 

and the coaxial digital output 

for DTS and Dolby Digital 

movie soundtracks. 

WHICH VIDEO OUTPUTS 

GIVE THE BEST QUALITY? 

The best connection is 

component video closely 

followed by RGB Scart, which 

is clearly superior to S-video 

and the basic composite 

video option. 

DO I NEED A MULTICHANNEL 

AMP TO USE A DVD PLAYER? 

Only if you want to hear music 

and movie soundtracks in 

multichannel surround. DVD 

players can be used with stereo 

amps and just two speakers to 

great effect, but you'll only get 

stereo, not surround sound. 

DO I NEED PROGRESSIVE 

SCAN VIDEO? 

It's worthwhile for the very best 

picture quality, but make sure 

your DVD player and display 

device support PAL progressive. 

SC ART 

CONNECTIONS: 

These are a good­

quality option for 

video, especially 

ones that output 

RGB. 

ANALOGUE AUDIO OUTPUTS: For DIGITAL OUTPUTS: 

stereo and multichannel connections, For Dolby Digital, 

use these for best results with DTS and PCM 

DVD-Audio, SACD and CD. audio bitstreams. 

VIDEO CONNECTIONS: Yellow sockets are composite; red, 

green and blue sockets are for component which gives best 

results, while the black multipin socket is S-video, which sits 

qualitatively between the two. 
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Our favourite � BEST BUY @EDITORS CHOICE 

DVD PLAYERS 
SPECIFICATIONS 

AudioNideo disc players 
BADGE? PRODUCT COMMENTS 

UPT0£1.000 

� Arcam DiVA DV78 700 Imagine almost all of the DV88 Plus at a knock-down price. Top picture and sound performance for the money 

Cyrus DVD 7+ 1,000 Typical Cyrus style - open, vivid and bouncy sound, with decent picture quality to match 

@] Denon DVD-1400 400 Denon's entry point to universal disc playback and a remarkably good one too. Excellent CD replay for a universal player 
-----+---
EJ Denon DVD-2900 850 A beautifully built universal player that delivers a strong performance across all formats, all at a remarkable price 

Marantz DV6400 500 Good starter universal player with decent CD replay quality, but slightly disappointing SACD performance 

EJ Pioneer DV-565A 250 Do-it-all 'universal' player is a decent performer with all disc types, and superb value for money considering its range 

[] Pioneer DV-668AV 600 HDMl-equipped universal player without i. Link audio output, but still absurdly well equipped and highly capable for the price 

� Pioneer DV-868AVi 1,000 State of the art universal player with next-gen digital outputs - HDMI for video and i.Link for high-resolution audio 

Primare V25 1,000 Bold pictures on screen are matched to easy, likeable sound quality and a huge range of outputs 

ABOVE £1.000 

Arcam DiVA DV89 1,300 No SAGO playback, but CD sounds strong, DVD-Audio is highly engaging and video performance is excellent too 

@ Arcam FMJ DV27 A 1,900 Very accomplished, clean sounding player with CD, DVD and DVD-Audio alike. Picture quality is equally top-notch 

Cyrus DVDS 1,200 An impressive step up from the DVD?+. which includes component video outputs 

@ Denon DVD-A11 1,700 Refinement and clarity are hallmarks of this player, which is also as close to being future-proof as they come 

@ De non DVD-A 1 2,500 A convincing case for the DVD-A format, battleship construction combined with sonic and visual finesse 

@ Marantz DV-12S2 2,000 A universal player for audiophiles, with top-notch video playback too. Sonically refined and enjoyably understated 

@ Meridian 800 10,805 The ultimate in DVD replay, modular construction, buffered ROM drive, upsampling and high-res digital outputs 

@ Primare DVD30 2,000 A universal player for audiophiles - no wideband digital outputs but masterful with music and a good picture too 

fi i j>!'·t:l\ I DVD-A COMPATIBLE Plays high-resolution DVD-A discs in two and multichannel modes. SACD COMPATIBLE Plays high-resolution SACD discs in two and multichannel modes. 
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ELEC DIGITAL OUTPUT Electrical coaxial output for digital connection to a multichannel amplifier or receiver. OPT DIGITAL OUTPUT Optical Toslink output for digital connection to a multichannel amplifier or receiver. 

HEADPHONE SOCKET Quarter inch (6.3mm) headphone jack fined to the DVD player. 

Pioneer DV-565A £250 Denon DVD-2900 £850 
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A universal player with respectable performance across all formats, at a remarkable price. A universal player that's good with CD and great with DVD-V, DVD-A and SACD alike. 

Denon DVD-A 11 E 1,700 
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Pioneer's HDMl/i.Link-equipped universal flagship packs an amazing hi-tech punch. A superb universal player, made even better with i.Link/Denon Link/DVI digital outputs. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 

Five Stars for Value 

"I thought I had this 

buying hi-fi business 

sorted out. I bought all 

the hi-fi magazines and 

read them thoroughly, 

because I reckoned their 

experts knew exactly 

what they were talking 

about - at least a lot 

more than I did! It was 

reassuring to see the 

same product names 

cropping up regularly and 

I figured the writers' 

experience and guidance 

would steer me straight 

to the system of my 

dreams. The trouble is 

I've ended up more 

confused than when 

I started". 

Does the best price always mean the best deal? 
Ask our top twenty UK specialist hi-fi dealers. 

f'A'I ne reviewer said a product I fancied 

� was absolutely brilliant but 

another said it was nothing special at all. 

How can that be? Surely one CD player is 

pretty much the same as another? And 

how can a loudspeaker that's one 

magazine's top recommendation not get 

so much as a mention in any of the others? 

I don't mind admitting it, I'm completely 

lost." 

Plan B - I'm going for a deal 

"So, I've decided to adopt plan B. I'm sure 

there can't be any really dramatic 

differences between all this gear and it's 

all bound to work together properly, so I'm 

going to check the price lists and the 

adverts and shop around for the best deal. 

I know getting the right hi-Ii is important 

hey, I'm as mad about music as anyone but 

if I can get close to the mark and save a 

few quid, I'm sure I'll end up with a good 

system and be happy. I know there are 

specialist shops out there that do 

demonstrations and reckon they've got all 

the solutions but, to be honest, I'm a bit 

scared of going to one. I'd really welcome 

some advice and guidance but I don't know 

all the technical jargon and I'd feel daft 

sitting there trying to 'hear the differences' 

if I couldn't. Anyway, a friend told me that 

these shops only sell the really expensive 

gear and that they're not interested if you 

don't have loads of money to spend." 

And so another hi-fi buyer starts his 

journey down the road to dissatisfaction, 

endless upgrades and a permanent 

overdraft. 

There is only one way to buy a hi-Ii system 

that will prove satisfying, reliable and 

deliver true value for money, and that's 

through a specialist hi-fi dealer. Let's face 

it, you wouldn't think about buying a car if 

you couldn't take it for a test drive. You 

wouldn't buy a house solely on the strength 

of seeing the estate agent's details and a 

photograph. Even if you're spending far less, 

say buying a jacket or a pair of shoes, you 

want to try them on to make sure they fit 

you. 

Buying a hi-fi system is no different. 

It doesn't matter what the specifications 

say or what the 'experts' think: if it doesn't 

measure up to what you want from a 

system, then it's not the right choice. 

Knowing that you've bought a room full of 

five-star favourites or best-buys is no 

consolation when you can't bear to listen to 

them for more than five minutes. Even that 

ten per cent discount on the price won't 

make them sound any better. 

Buying or being sold to? 

Mind you, most of us are easily suckered 

when it comes to buying hi-fi. Given the 

choice of venturing into the unknown 

territory of a specialist dealer's shop and 

exerting some influence over what we buy, 

or taking what looks like the easy route 

having adverts and magazine reviews push 

us along a path sweetened with discounts 

and special offers - we opt for the latter. 

We don't buy a system, we allow ourselves 

to be sold one. We side-line our own ideas 

about quality and personal satisfaction and 

buy someone else's opinion of what's good 

for us and good value for our money. 

Take control! 

Now there's a group of long-established, 

independent specialist dealers who are 



-

' '  You wouldn't think about 

buying a car if you couldn't 

take it for a test drive. You 

wouldn't buy a house solely 

on the strength of seeing the 

estate agent's details. '' 

totally committed to putting the customer 

back in the driving seat. They're 

encouraging the buyer to take control with a 

little help and guidance provided where 

required. They know how difficult it can be 

to establish the true quality and worth of hi­

fi and home cinema systems. They know 

that without experiencing the performance 

of the systems they offer, you can't possibly 

assess the value of them. That's why their 

idea of 'selling' is to play the systems for 

you and allow you to be the judge. 

Listening to your choice of music in a 

peaceful, well organised demonstration 

room, you may be surprised and, almost 

certainly, relieved to discover how easy it 

is to hear the differences between 

components and between systems. With the 

dealer's help and advice you will be able to 

make a clear and informed decision about 

what to buy. It comes down to trusting your 

own judgement rather than the opinion of a 

reviewer you've never met ... and who won't 

refund your money if you're not satisfied or 

be at the end of a phone to sort out any 

problems you might encounter. 

The story doesn't end there. These shops 

won't abandon you once you've put your 

hand into your pocket. They won't leave you 

to set up the system you've selected as best 

you can. They'll install it in your home, make 

sure it sounds great. and make sure that 

you're entirely happy with the way it works. 

Why bother? 

There is, of course, one question that 

hasn't been answered: why should you and 

these dealers go to all this trouble? Well, 

from your point of view maybe it's because 

a good deal is about a great deal more than 

just price. unless you've got money to burn, 

you'll be living with your new system 

OUR TOP 20 UK SPECIALIST HI-FI DEALERS 

LONDON Kingston-upon-Thames MIDLANDS 

Nl GRAHAMS HI-FI INFIDELITY Banbury OVERTURE 

190a New North Road 9 Hiqh Street Hampton Wick 3 Church Lane 

020 7226 5500 020 8943 3530 01295 272158 

STAR QUALITIES 

VALUE FOR MONEY * * * * * 

SERVICE * * * * * 

FACILITIES * * * * * 

VERDICT * * * * * 

for years - years during which most of 

hose five star products will probably stop 

shining quite so brightly. As far as the 

dealers are concerned, maybe they believe 

that taking care of their customers 

properly is a nicer way of doing business 

than just handing over boxes. 

Listed below are 20 of the best hi-fi 

shops in the country. They all have lots of 

stars. You'll find them on the shop floor: 

they're the people waiting to guide 

customers towards hi-fi that will give them 

years of musical enjoyment and total 

satisfaction. 

Oldham AUDIO COUNSEL 

12/14 Shaw Road 

0161 633 2602 

Sheffield 

SW11 ORANGES & LEMONS Birmingham SOUND ACADEMY 
MOORGATE ACOUSTICS 

Rayleigh, Essex 
184 Fitzwilliam St 

61/63 Webbs Road, Battersea RAYLEIGH HI-FI 152a Hiqh Street, Bloxwich 
0114 275 6048 

020 7924 2043 44a Hiqh St. 01268 779762 01922 493499 
York SOUND ORGANISATION 

Ringwood, Hampshire Coventry Frank Harvey 
2 Gillyqate 01904 627108 

SOUTH 163 Spon Street 
PHONOGRAPHY 

Ashford, Kent 
Star Lane 01425 461230 

024 7652 5200 SCOTLAND 

SOUNDCRAFT HI-FI Leicester CYMBIOSIS Edinburgh 

40 Hiqh St. 01233 624441 
Southend- on-Sea 

RUSS ANDREWS HI-F I 6 Hotel St. 0116 262 3754 

Chelmsford RAYLEIGH HI-FI 
RAYLEIGH HI-FI 34 Northumberland Street Northampton LISTEN INN 

216 Moulsham Street 132/4 London Road 
32 Gold St. 01604 637871 

0131 557 1672 

01245 265245 01702 435255 
Shrewsbury CREATIVE AUDIO 

Glasgow STEREO STEREO 

East Grinstead Southampton PHASE 3 HI-FI 260 St. Vincent Street 
9 Doqpole 01743 241924 

AUDIO DESIGNS 37 Bedford Place 0141 248 4079 

26 Hiqh St. 01342 314569 023 8022 8434 NORTH N. IRELAND 
Horsham AUDIO DESIGNS Worthing PHASE 3 HI-FI Che adle THE AUDIO WORKS Belfast LYRIC HI- FI 

7-9 Park Place 213-217 Tarrinq Road 14 Stockport Road 429-431 Lisburn Road 

01403 252255 01903 708810 0161 428 7887 028 90 381296 



VINYL 
Turntables, cartridges and phono stages 

Pro-Ject 

® Record players or turntables 

offer the digital revolution 

serious compet1t1on when 1t 

comes to sound quality. Even a 

modest model can turn musical 

tricks that most CD players 

struggle with. Some call it vinyl 

warmth, but in reality it's a lack of 

digital hardness that makes the 

format so engaging. True, the 

software requires a bit more care, 

but even a knackered LP is more 

playable than a scratched CD. 

Record players are made of three, 

perhaps four, fundamental parts. 

The turntable is the plinth and 

platter, usually also containing the 

motor and any suspension system. 

A tonearm sits on the plinth and 

allows the cartridge to trace the 

vinyl groove by pivoting or 

parallel tracking over the record. 

The cartridge contains the means 

of turning the mechanical 

movement of the groove wall into 

an electrical signal. 

A fourth element is an amp 

dedicated to the delicate job of 

amplifying and equalising the 

cartridge's insubstantial output. 

This is called a phono stage and 

can be found in some integrated 

amplifiers and preamps, but is 

increasingly purchased separately 

for use with line-only amps. 

1 Xpression £210 

There are two types of phono 

cartridge: moving magnet (MM) 

and moving coil (MC), and with a 

few exceptions the latter 

outperforms the former. But MCs 

produce a lower output and require 

better-quality amplification to be 

heard at their best. As a general 

rule, MCs offer a broader 

bandwidth, greater dynamics and 

more detail, but the better moving 

magnets do most things well 

enough to distract you from your 

CD collection. 

I Avid 
Diva fl,100 

but the general principle is to level the platter by 

adjusting the suspension or, as with solid platters, the 

surface it sits on. Sprung suspensions sometimes 

require a bit of fine-tuning to sound their best, but the 

principle is to achieve a smooth, pistonic bounce. 

Cartridge set-up is even more critical, as the angles at 

which the stylus traces the groove affects its tonal 

balance and levels of distortion. A good alignment 

protractor is essential if you are intending to set up 

your own cartridge, as is a degree of patience. In 

essence, there are two angles you need to get right: 

the tracing angle as the cartridge crosses the record if 

you are looking from above, and the vertical tracking 

angle (VTA), which is adjusted by raising or lowering 

the arm base to bring the arm parallel with the record 

surface. 

Michell 
Orbe SE fl,825 

The latest model from Czech turntable 

specialist Pro-Ject is remarkable value for 

money- an Ortofon OM10 cartridge and 

carbon fibre arm are included in the price. 

A beautiful mid-price turntable with an 

impressively well-sorted sound from low 

bass to high treble. Price includes 

matching Nima tonearm. 

Superbly well engineered for the money, 

Avid's entry-level deck spins a highly 

involving musical message - solid, 

powerful and detailed. 

A fine example of the turntable art the 

stripped down SE version of Michell's 

flagship now features a DC motor. Does 

justice to the best arms and cartridges. 
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Our favourite El BEST BlN IB!l EDITOR'S CHOICE 

TURNTABLES 
Record players 
BADGE? PRODUCT 

D Audio Note TT1/ARM1 

D Avid Diva 

IB!l Avid Volvere Sequel 

@ Avid Acutus ..---
Clearaudio Emotion 

Clearaudio Champion Level 2 

IB!l Clearaudio Master Reference 

D Goldring GR1 
·-'-

D Michell Gyro SE 

@ Michell Orbe SE 

D Nottingham Analogue Horizon 

D Pro-Ject 1 Xpression --
El Pro-Ject RPM 6 

D Rega P2 

Rega P3 

IB!l Rega P9 

D Roksan Radius 5 

@ Roksan TMS2 

IB!l SME Model 1 OA 

594 

1,100 

3,500 

5,000 

655 

1,955 

12,610 

140 

1,058 

1,825 

529 

210 

500 

198 

298 

2,248 

850 

7,500 

3,411 

COMMENTS 

Simple and unpretentious, it delivers a real taste of true high-end performance at an affordable price 

A solid and powerful sounding deck with fine build, requires a smooth, relaxed cartridge for best results 

Heavyweight turntable that will deliver more of what's in a vinyl groove than most of the competition 

Extremely capable design with no apparent shortcomings. Don't sell your vinyl 'til you've heard it on this! 

An engaging turntable offering plenty of audiophile credibility for the money (pnce includes arm and cartridge) 

Neutral balance, great looks, but only so-so detail. Benefits greatly from isolation 

Revealing and exciting turntable that revels in the fine details (reviewed with Master TO-I arm/Accurate cartridge) 

The best value 'Rega' yet and a new benchmark for budget turntables. Vinyl nirvana on a shoestring 

New DC motor-equipped Gyro offers great looks and even better sound. Price includes RB300 arrn 

A superb turntable, able to mix it with the best at virtually any price. Now features new DC motor 

A fluid midrange and nimble but rich bass are two of the many attributes of this bargain deck (price inc RB250 arm) 

Well designed and executed budget deck with an entertaining and revealing sound 

Basic, very neutral turntable and arm combination that can take a very expensive cartridge. A high-end bargain 

Updated Planar 2: just as much fun as ever and now even better value as the competition falls away 

Updated Planar 3, building on the strengths of the P2 with added subtlety and detail 

Exceptionally elegant hi-tech player with complex outboard supply, ceramic platter and wonderful RB1 OOO tonearm 

Sophisticated design with accomplished sound quality, excellent imagery and good isolation 

Typical Roksan sound, but better: pitch-accurate, lean, detailed and controlled, without the 'bloat' of lesser designs 

Elegant and extremely capable design with Series V/309 hybrid arm, superbly built 
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@ SME Model 20.2A 5,274 Beautifully built, extremely neutral damped and suspended deck with superb sound. Inc V arm 33/45/78 • • • 186 

Our favourite o BEST BlN @EDITOR'S CHOICE 

PHONO CARTRIDGES 
MM and MC cartridges 
BADGE? PRODUCT 

Clearaudio Sigma 

Goldring Elite 

Grado Prestige Black 

D Grado Prestige Gold 

@ Linn Akiva 

@ Lyra Helikon 

Reson Etile 

COMMENTS 

580 A nimble and revealing cartridge that is more at home in lower mass arms 

250 A remarkably subtle and persuasive design that should tempt anyone 

40 Offers admirable detail and treble extension, with good bass and ambience too 

110 Produces rich, open and expansive music with the minimum of fuss 

1,800 With fine dynamic expression and a wide bandwidth, what you hear sounds very close to master tape 

1,095 Highly capable and highly neutral, this is a cartridge for all seasons, albeit fussy about vinyl quality 

485 Plenty of life and detail, and refined with it 

D Sumiko Blue Point Special 250 A no-nonsense performer with engaging musical properties - one of the best around for less than £300 

D Van den Hui MC One Special 699 A gorgeous cartridge that's worth the price every time you hear a familiar track in a whole new light 

@ van den Hui Colibri XGP 2,699 Phenomenal resolution, custom building to suit hard and software, but needs 500 ohm loading and is vulnerable to damage 

@ Wilson Benesch Naked Analog 1 ,450 With its smooth clean highs, transparent midband and nimble bass, this is a lot of performance for the money 

Our favourite o BEST BIN @EDITOR'S CHOICE 

PHONO STAGES 
Phono stages 
BADGE? PRODUCT 

Musical Fidelity X-LPSv3 

D NAD PP2 phono stage 

D Tom Evans Microgroove 

@ Tom Evans The Groove 

D Trichord Dino/Dino+ ----- -

249 

50 

400 

1,800 

498 

COMMENTS 

Simple, well turned out valve-driven phono stage lacks adjustability, but sounds sweet, open and well-behaved 

A fine buy for turntable users on a tight budget - open tonality and clarity is distinctly impressive for the money 

For dynamics and real bass extension with good tonal colour this is the one to beat. The Plus version (£700) is even betterl 

Plenty of detail, excellent imaging and almost flawlessly neutral: a good choice for maximum information retrieval off any LP 

Relaxed yet resolute with very good image depth and natural balance, not to mention great flexibility 
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I il!;l:llll IJiJl'fi:li'I SPEEDS Speeds ottered in rpm. SUSP SUBCHASSIS Turntables with a sprung or suspended support for the platter and arm. SWITCHABLE SPEED CHANGE Some decks require manual lifting of the 

belt from one pulley to another to change speed, but not these ones. SUPPLIED WITH ARM Deck is supplied complete with tonearm - some require a separate purchase in this department, but the dealer will fit it for you. 

SUPPLIED WITH CARTRIDGE Some decks are supplied with a starter cartridge and this is included in the price shown 

13 t;ii;!l11BJiJjfi:UI MM Moving magnet cartridge- see amp and phono stage features to match this type. MC Moving coil cartridge- see amp and phono stage features to match this type. 

REPLACEABLE STYLUS Some cartridges have separate styli for ease of replacement, but it compromises sound quality. 

september 2004 HI-FI CHOICE 87 





RADIO TUNERS 
FM and DAB hi-fi separates 

® Radio is a fantastic musical resource 

that's in danger of being taken for 

granted, but whatever your tastes 

there's someone out there catering for it. If 

you haven't got a decent tuner hooked up 

to your hi-fi already, you're missing outl 

DAB or FM? 

Digital Audio Broadcasting (DAB) is said 

to be available to 80 per cent of the 

population and the long-term plan is to 

switch public broadcasting over to digital, 

but hardware prices have yet to come 

down to a point where this would be 

acceptable. Its advantages over FM include 

hiss-free reception, the potential for a 

wider range of stations and the ability to 

display comprehensive programming 

information. FM's RDS system means that 

station name and occasionally track titles 

are displayed, but the range of information 

is fairly limited. 

Where FM scores over DAB is in the lower 

cost of hardware and the greater reception 

area. It can also provide higher sound 

quality if reception conditions are 

favourable. Absolute sound quality 

judgements are muddied by the fact that 

you are listening to different forms of 

compression and processing at the studio 

for each station. 

What is clear, however, is that there are 

more and more radio stations broadcasting 

on DAB that aren't available on FM. So if 

it's variety of programming you're after, 

they have a lot to offer. 

RECEPTION 
The quality of signal you feed a tuner will 

dictate its sound quality. So serious FM 

listeners should get a decent external aerial 

and connect it with as few junctions and 

splits as possible. Every time you split the 

cable (ie take a feed for another tuner) you 

halve signal strength! With DAB the same 

applies but get a DAB-specific aerial. See 

www.bbc.eo.uk/ digitalradio for details. 

Our favourite osEST BUY �EDrTOR'SCHOICE 

TUNERS 
FM & DAB HI-FI SEPARATES 
BADGE? PRODUCT COMMENTS 

FM TUNERS 

Cambridge Audio T500 180 Very capable tuner suited to good and less good reception conditions 

0 Creek T50 499 Very fine results indeed with precision, polish and insight added to excellent basics 

0 Denon TU-260L II 130 The return of the all-time favourite, now enhanced with RDS and sounding as fine as ever 

� 1 Magnum Dynalab MD102 2,200 Unique remote control analogue FM tuner delivers a superbly transparent sound that makes radio fun 

@] Marantz ST6000 180 Another budget killer from Marantz, with sound well above its class and useful features 

0 NAO C422 180 Admirably free of roughness or other obvious nasties, with just a slight lack of clarity 

El NAO S400 600 One of the best around - bass and treble are both well extended and detail is excellent 

0 Primare T21 600 Identical to NAO S400 and likewise a very fine tuner 

El Rega Radio 3 374 Unpretentious unit which does what it claims, very well. Unusually fine FM sound in all areas 

Rotel RT-02 279 A highly competent tuner which always sounds appealing and fuss-free 

OIBTUNERS 

Arcam DT-81 650 A very smart and polished DAB pertormer 

0 Cambridge Audio DAB500 150 Very good sound, plus optional response tweaks, and slickest operation yet 

Pure Digital DRX-701 ES 250 An excellent introduction to DAB, fine value, simple to use and feature loaded 

Pure Digital DRX-702ES 330 Very flexible DAB (inc L-band) and FM tuner. DAB is good, FM a touch disappointing 

TAG Mclaren T32R+DAB 2,290 Classy hi-fi at its best: top sounds on FM and DAB, and a joy to own and use 

Denon TU260L II £130 
The benchmark for all other budget AM/FM 

tuners, with great sound and features. 

Cambridge DAB SOO f 150 
A low-cost DAB radio that gets very close 

to much more expensive digital models. 

Rega Radio 3 £374 
An excellent sound-first FM/MW tuner­

low on features but big on sound. 

Magnum Dynalab 
MD102 £2,200 

I If you're serious about radio this superb 

FM tuner is about as good as it gets� 
J 

SPECIFICATIONS 
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FM,M,L 64 • 193 

FM.ML 128 • • 251 

FM,M,L 40 193 

FM 5 • • 241 

FM, M, L 90 • 211 

FM,M 30 • 250 

FM 30 • • 230 

FM 30 • 230 

FM,M 20 • 242 

FM,M 30 • • 242 

DAB 16 • • 221 

DAB 10 • • 248 

DAB 99 • • 234 

DAB,FM,M 99 • • 242 

DAB,FM,M,L 99 230 

Ji i !l!it:l •I WAVEBANDS Which bands are supponed: FM, M - medium wave, L - long wave, DAB - digital audio broadcasting. PRESETS How many stations can be stored in memory. RDS Radio Data System - station names 

and prO(lram titles can be displayed among other facilities (FM only, DAB has more comprehensive display potential) REMOTE CONTROL For the couch potato SIGNAL STRENGTH METER Useful for setting up an aerial. 

ROTARY TUNING KNOB An ergonomic alternative to buttons 
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DIGITAL AUDIO RECORDERS 
CD, MiniDisc and hard drive recorders 

® MiniDisc 
MD's strength is versatility. You can 

record and then re-record many times 

over. Editing facilities are second to none -

quality is higher - if you're recording from 

a CD, the best models will give you a copy 

that is very close to the original. In terms of 

compatibility, most CD players will play 

back a CD-R disc, but older models might 

have trouble with CD-RW (though you can, 

of course, play the disc back on your own 

recorder). If you want to play a CD-R/RW 

on a DVD player, check for compatibility. 

you can erase mistakes, name tracks and 

re-order a disc's contents with a few simple 

button pushes, making it ideal for building 

compilations. They're pretty robust too. 

Sound quality is below that of CD-R/ 

CD-RW. The format uses a Sony-developed 

compression technology called ATRAC. 

which discards part of the data in order to 

squeeze it on the disc. If you're copying 

from CD to MD, the result tends to sound 

a little cold in comparison, lacking a 

degree of detail and ambience. But to 

most people it still sounds light years 

ahead of cassette - clean and hiss-free. 

Recordable CD 
With recordable CD you have a choice of 

two disc types: CD-R discs are the cheapest, 

but you can only record once; and CD-RW 

discs are a little more costly, but you can re­

record on them ad infinitum. 
Though the latest machines incorporate 

some useful editing facilities, CD-R/RW is 

not as flexible as MD. However, sound 

Hard drive 
The latest contender on the digital recording 

scene is also the most flexible. Some H DD 

(hard disk drive) recorders can store whole 

music collections if you use a compression 

format such as MP3. HDD recorders are 

taking over from multidisc CD changers as 

sound servers in multiroom installations, 

where their ability to play more than one 

piece of music at a time is a great boon. 

HDD also offers impressive editing facilities 

on a par with MD, and they can also record 

from CD (or to CD-R/RW) at high speed. 

At present, sound quality isn't the driving 

force behind the format- flexibility and 

storage capacity being bigger issues - and a 

plain CD-R/RW machine will outperform an 

HDD recorder in fidelity terms. 

Our favourite oBEsTBUY (illEDITORSCHOICE 

DIGITAL RECORDERS 
CD-R/RW, MD and HOD recorders 
BADGE' PROOUCT COMMENTS 

CD·R/RW RECORDERS 

Denon CDR-1 OOO 400 A respectable player and recorder, though some midband congestion was noted when recording 

D Marantz DR6000 400 No frills, but in its fundamentals this is one of the finest CD recorders on the market 

NAO C660 500 Audiophile twin deck offering high-speed copying, HDCD replay and notably fine recording from analogue 

Multidisc recorder that's slick and accom­

plished, albeit with a slightly flaky build. 

Marantz DR6000 £400 
Quality in a box - it eschews gimmickry, 

but it does a simple job very well. 

Yamaha 
CDR-HD1300 £600 
Combining hard disk with CD-R makes CD 

recording a whole lot more flexible. 

I merge 
52000 E 1,599 
Impressively flexible hard disk music 

server for multi-room applications. 
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D Philips CDR802 300 Tacky looks and build notwithstanding, this is a well-equipped and technically sound 3-to-1 autochanger/recorder at a good price • 233 

D Philips CDR951 

D Pioneer PDR-609 

Pioneer PDR-W839 

MD RECORDERS 

Pioneer MJ-D508 

Sony MDS-JE480 

HOD RECORDERS 

!merge S2000 

0 Yamaha CDR-HD1300 

380 An improvement on previous models, it delivers the musical goods in some style 

270 Classic CD recorder with outstandingly good sound for the money on both record and replay 

350 Good-quality twin CD burner makes recordings that can be hard to distinguish from the original. Good value too 

200 Well equipped, but musically sleep-inducing player that receives its Recommendation owing to the price 

130 Straightlorward and effective, but the three real killer features are price, price and price 

1,599 Intended as the centrepiece of a multi-room installation, this three-output server combines flexibility with good sound 

600 Superb combination of high-speed CD-RW drive and hard disk, adding editing flexibility to CD recording 

JiJl'!it:l i I DECKS Amount of drive mechanisms on board - twin-deck recorders use one to play while the other records. HO CAPACITY Amount of gigabytes of storage capacity, for HD only. 

OPTICAL IN/OUTPUTS Optical Toslink in and outputs for digital connection to a CD player or DAC. ELEC IN/OUTPUTS Electrical coaxial in and outputs for digital connection to a CD player or DAC. 
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che I Gy o SE 
Turntable I RB300 Tonearm 

049.95 

"The Gyrodec SE sounds great, combining the best 

sonic characteristics of rivals ... Quite simply, the Michell 

Gyrodec SE is terrific. Nothing compares at this price 

point - it's well deservng another Best Buy." 

TOWARDS THE GOLDRING 

CARTRIDGE OF YOUR CHOICE* 

Turntable (Black) 

"Compared with a £200 CD player this 
deck sounds remarkable: dig out your vinyl 
and give the Xpression a spin." 

Arcam DiVA CD73T 
CD Player 
£399.95 

FREE GRADO SR60 HEADPHONES WORTH £90 WHEN YOU PURCHASE AN AMP AND CD 
TOGETHER FROM ONE OF THE FOLLOWING MANUFACTURERS - ARCAM, CYRUS & ROKSAN* 

NOT IN COffJUHCTIOH WITH MfY OTHER OFFER OR PROMOTION 

Marantz 
CD5400 CD Player 
£119.95 

@l 

Q•eooQ-Q ��o 

Marantz 
PM7200 Amplifier 

£249.95 

"This is one of the most 

powerful amps in its class, 

at 95w per channel, and it 

sounds it with anything from 

dance to a big orchestral 

work, offering a delicious 

combination of poise and 

impact . Stick with fast, 

dynamic speakers such as 

B&W DM601 S3s or KEF's 

ecually capable 01 s and the 

results will amaze." 

"So do you buy a digital tuner? Or an analogue one? 

Now you don't have to pick: just buy Pure Digital's 

DRX-702ES1 Whether on FM or DAB, this tuner sounds 

superb ... The overall balance is powerful, clean and 

DIGITAL RECORDERS 

crisp, making this a fine tuner by· 2a:ny:st:an�d:a:rd�s�, ==:==::111111 
and a superb buy given its 

/ 
excellent flexibility." ,, lr 1111 OOO ! 

illli 9!'.110000 1 
m�I OOOO I! 

PURE 

87.50 MHz rn I 



Pre X Pre Amplifier 
Mono X Power Amplifier (Each) £ 

yr us 
�.95 
99 5 

"This Cyrus pairing isn't cheap but listen to a well-run-in sample 

and its array of talents is hard to beat. Load your favourite CD 

into a capable player, turn up the Pre X and the sonic magic will 

be worth every penny." 

• •  

0 
=====ci� 

• 

Mission 

780 SE Speakers £349.95 
"The revamped Mission 780s are hugely enjoyable: 

anyone with up to £400 to spend should consider these 

standmounters. Mission's clever move 

has paid off." 

"You get a high 

level of detail and 

the kind of impact 

most sub-£1000 

floorstanders would 

struggle to match. 

The verdict's 

simple:buy with 

confidence." 

PRICING POLICY 

Roksan Kandy 
KD1/lll CD Player £594.95 
KA1/lll Amplifier £594.95 
"Timing and rhythm are excellent. DJ Shadow 

• KEFQ4 
Speakers £399.95 

The Q4 is one of the latest additions to KEF's acclaimed Q 

Series. At the heart of this ftoorstander lies the Uni-Q driver 

array - a 130mm die-cast chassis housing a long throw 

ccne and coincident mounted 19mm aluminium dome HF 

unit. This driver arrangement makes the speaker much 

easier to place in the room and alleviates the 'sweet spot' 

found on 'ordinary' speakers. This has been combined with 

a dedicated 130mm LF unit for extended bass output 

which belies the size of its diminutive cabinet. 

Ml,,� SPEAKER CABLE 
WITH ALL HI-FI 
SPEAKER PAIRS 
OVER £299* 

. . . 

WORTH 
£60 WITH SPEAKERS OVER £299 
£80 WITH SPEAKERS OVER £499 
£12() WITH SPEAKERS OVER £999 

is delivered with clarity and a tight bass, while :�eim•••••••••••••••••liii-1.iiie� 
at the other extreme the treble is sweet and • o 

detailed, getting the most from Wagner's Ride 
of the Valkyries. The result is a breathtaking ·� ') 0 0 
Best Buy amplifier that betters its competition Best200¥ 
with ease." KANDY KAl/111 AMPLIFIER. AWARDS 2003 ""'" 

"The Kandy KD1/lll CD player offers a great array of talents - team it with its amp stablemate and you 

have something close to the ideal visual and sonic combination." 

• 

GRADO SR60 HEADPHONES WORTH £90 WHEN YOU PURCHASE AN AMP AND CD TOGETHER FROM ONE 
OF THE FOLLOWING MANUFACTURERS -ARCAM, CYRUS & ROKSAN* NOTINCONJUNCTIONWITttANYOntEROFFERORPROMOTIOO 

FINANCE OPTION* 
We always try to ensure our prices are highly competitive. f 

) 
Spread the cost of buying. 

In the event you can find the same products and excellent service at 

a lower price, please bring it to our store managers ' attention. 

0% finance option is available on the vast majority of products we stock. 

•written details on request. Ucensed credit broker.;.. Minimwn balanca £400. Subtect to status. 

PLEASE NOTE: SOME PRODUCTS MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE AT ALL STORES. PLEASE CALL BEFORE TRAVELLING. 
*ADDED VALUE OFFERS • FROM RANGE AVAILABLE IN-STORE. NOT IN CONJUNCTION WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. ADVERTISEMENT VALID UNTIL AT LEAST 28/07/04, E&OE. 
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MUSICAL FIDELITY 

Musical Fidelity has 

unveiled two 

integrated amplifiers 

and a CD player as 

part of its revamped 

X-series. The 40 

wpc, X-80 (£599.95) 

and the 80wpc X-150 

(£799.95) amplifiers feature a dual-gang analogue 

volume control and high-output transistors for each 

channel. The X-150 

also includes a high 

quality phone stage. 

The X-Ray" CD 

player (£899.95), is the 

replacement for the 

legendary X-Ray and 

uses the same DAC 

and upsampling 

principles as the acclaimed Tri-Vista SACD player. From 

a technical standpoint, the X-Ray"' is equal of some of 

the most expensive players on the market. 

BlrW 704 

£1399.95 

The 704 speakers 

are part of B&W's 

new 700 series. 

These floorstanding, 

two-and-a-half­

way, vented box 

speakers and are 

available in a 

variety of attract�e 

finishes. In a recent 

What Hi-Fi? Sound 

and Vision group 

test the 704 offered 

"Remarkable 

openness and 

clarity that is 

un�alled at 

this price." 

MUSIC 
ALL 
AROUND 
THE 
HOME 

You've heard of hi-fi - now 

welcome to the wor1d of wi-fi! 

Wi-fi devices allow you to 

network a range of devices 

together - from your music 

system to your PC - without 

the wires. For example, a 

multiroom server like Yamaha's 

MusicCAST can wirelessly 

send music to up to five 'client' 

playback systems dotted 

around your home. That music 

could be stored on the 

MusicCAST server device or 

other sources - existing hi-fi kit, 

maybe, or an internet radio 

station or MP3 files from your 

PC: plug-in adapters make it 

YAMAHA'S MusicCAST 
MCX·1000 DIGITAL SERVER 
& MCX-A 10 CLIENT 

YAMAHA MusicCAST 

MCX A10 . . ................ £599.95 
(MusicCA5T Client) 

MCX 1000 ................ £1799.95 
(MusicCAST Server) 

CYRUS LINK 

Linkserver 160 ...... £2999.95 
(Four Zone HO Server UiOGb Drive) 

Linkserver 250 ...... £3499.95 
(Four Zone HD Server 250Gb Drive) 

Linkport .£649.95 

Linkwand .... .. . .... .. ..... £199.95 

r=1\ Cyru"'llnk 

,.) AVAILABLE AT SELECTED 
11!111 SEVENOAKS SOUND & VISION STORES 

PLEASE NOTE: SOME PRODUCTS MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE AT ALL STORES. 
PLEASE CALL BEFORE TRAVELLING. 

*ADDED VALUE OFFERS - FROM RANGE AVAILABLE IN-STORE. NOT IN CONJUNCTION WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. 

-� - -- -
ADVERTISEMENT VALID UNTIL AT LEAST 28/07/04, E&OE. 



Rote I • 
RCD-02 CD Player 
RA-02 Amplifier 

Monitor Audio 
Bronze 82 Speakers 

For this recommended Hi-Fi System we have 

combined Rotel's highly rated RCD-02 CD player and 

RA-02 amplifier with Monitor Audio's beautifully 

balanced Bronze B2 speakers. This package gives a 

powerful, fresh and vibrant sound. The compact 'B2 

speakers, available in a variety of finishes, were 

awarded 'Best Buy' by What Hi-Fi? Sound and Vision, 

with the sound being described as "Superb .. 

Speakers don't get much better than the B2's". 

The RA-02 amplifier features remote control and a 

phono input. The RCD-02 (***** - What Hi-Fi? 

Sound and Vision - August 2003) is HDCD 

compatible and includes a digital output for 

connecting to a digttal recorder. 

SYSTEM PRICE SAVE 

£799.95 
PRICE EXCLUDES CABLES & STANDS 

HI-FI SYSTEM 1 - NOT IN CONJUNCTION WITH ANY OTHER OFFER OR PROMOTION 

Arcam 
CD73T CD Player 
A65 Plus Amplifier 

KEF 
Q4 Speakers 

Arcam and KEF both have an enviable reputation for 

producing great sounding kit without breaking the 

bank. This system shows why with a well balanced 

sound that's both musically involving and enjoyable. 

At the front of this package is Arcam's upgradeable 

CD73T CD player - a What Hi-Fi? Sound and Vision 

'Product of the Year 2003'. We've coupled this with 

Arcam's complementary A65 Plus integrated 

amplifier and KEF's new 04 floostanding speakers 

featuring KEF's unique Uni-Q technology for easier 

room placement. 

SYSTEM PRICE SAVE 

£999.95 1 
PRICE EXCLUDES CABLES & STANDS 

HI-FI SYSTEM 2 - NOT IN CONJUNCTION WITH ANY OTHER OFFER OR PROMOTION 

Roksan Kandy 
KD1/lll CD Player • 
KA1/lll Amplifier 

Monitor Audio 
Silver S6 Speakers 

The combination of 

Roksan's Kandy MK3 

CD and amplifier is, 

according to What Hi­

Fi? Sound and Vision, 

"Something close to the 

ideal visual and sonic 

combination" (December 

2003). We have 

partnered these with the 

Silver S6 ftoorstanding 

speakers from British 

• 

. 

• 

speaker specialists, 

Monitor Audio. The 

combination of Roksan's 

excellent rhythm and 

timing, with its tight bass 

and sweet detailed 

treble coupled with the 

'S6's ability to stay 

unruffled even when the 

music is at its most 

complex, makes this a 

remarkable system. 

SYSTEM PRICE 

£1789.95 
PRICE EXCLUDES CABLES & STANDS 

HI-FI SYSTEM 3 - NOT IN CONJUNCTION WITH ANY OTHER OFFER OR PROMOTION 



TURNTABLES 
Goldrlng GR1 ... £139.95 

Mk:hell Gyro SEJRB300 £SO GOWRIOG CAR11llllGE' .£1049.95 

Mlchel TecnoDec (Ex Arm) ............ £599.95 

Project Debut Phono SB . .............. £169.95 

Project Debut II (Black) .. £119.95 

Project Debut II (Colours) . . ........... £134.95 

Project 1 Xpression . . £209.95 

TUNERS 
Arcam DiVA T61 

CymsFM X .  

Denon TU260L MKll 

Hannan Kanlon TU970 DAB/AM/FM 

Marantz ST 4000 

Pure DRX-701 ES DAE 

... £199.95 

. .£499.95 

.£99.95 

.£299.95 

.. £99.95 

.. £199.95 

Pure DRX-702ES Analoguei!JAE .............. £279.95 

CD PLAYERS 
Arcam DiVA CD73T .£399.95 

Arcam DiVA CD82T .£499.95 

Arcam DiVA CD93T .£699.95 

Arcam DiVA CD 192 .£849.95 

Arcam FMJ CD33T . .. £1299.95 

CymsCD6 . .£599.95 

CymsCD8 . . .. £999.95 

CymsOAC-X .£749.95 

DemnDCD485 .£119.95 

Unn Gen� .. £1099.95 

Umlkemi . .£2199.95 

Marantz C05400 .£119.95 

Musical Fidelity X-Ray < . .£899.95 

Musical Fidelity A3.2 .£999.95 

Musical Fodellly A308" .£1999.95 

Quad 99 CD-P .£999.95 

Rolcsan Kandy KID1 MKlll . .£594.95 

Roksan Gaspian M . .£1099.95 

Ratel RC002 ...... £379.95 

Rolel RCD1072 .£594.95 

CD RECORDERS 
Pioneer POR609 CO-RW .£169.95 

Yamaha CDR-HD1300 CO-RW .£449.95 

AMPLIFIERS 
£ CAll 

.£599.95 

.£849.95 

.£1149.95 

.£599.95 

.£799.95 

.. £999.95 

.. £574.95 

Unn l.KB5 Power . .£544.95 

Marantz PM4400 ... £149.95 

Marantz PM7200 

Musical Fidelity X-80 

Musical Fidelity X-150 

Musical Fidelity A3.2 

Musical Fidelity A3.2 Pre 

Musical Fidelity A3.2 Power 

Musical Fidelity A308 

Quad 99 Power 

Roksan Kandy KA 1 MKlll . 

Roksan Gaspian M 

Rolel RA-01 

Rolel RA-02 

Rolel RA-1062 . 

SPEAKERS 
Acoustic Energy Aegis Evo One 

Acoustic Energy Aegis Evo Three 

Acoustic Energy Aelite 2 . 

Acoustic Energy Aelite 3 . 

Acoustic Energy AE1 MKJll (From) 

B&WDM601 S3 

B&W DM602 S3 . 

B&W704 

B&W705 . 

KEF01 . 

KEF 04 . 

KEFX01 

Unn Katan 

Mlssioo m31 

Mlssioo 780SE . 

Mlssioo 782SE 

Monitor Audio Brooze B2 . 

Monitor Audio Silver S1 

- Audio SiNer S6 

- Audio SiNer S8 . 

- Audio Gold Reference 1 o 

. . . . . . . . . . £249.95 

.... £599.95 

...... £799.95 

... £979.95 

.£999.95 

.£999.95 

.£1999.95 

............ £549.95 

...... £594.95 

.£999.95 

.£249.95 

...... £349.95 

............ £594.95 

.£149.95 

.£279.95 

.. £449.95 

. . . . . . £749.95 

...... £1699.95 

.. £249.95 

.£299.95 

.£1399.95 

...... £899.95 

. ........ £249.95 

..... £399.95 

..... £749.95 

........ £649.95 

.... £119.95 

. .£349.95 

.£899.95 

.£199.95 

..... £299.95 

- Audio Gold Reference 20 . 

. .£599.95 

. . £799.95 

.£799.95 

.£1499.95 

Quad11L . 

Quad 12L . 

Quad 22L . 

Rual1t Epilogue II 
-le Pacific Evolution 30 

HI-FI SYSTEMS 
Damn 201 Ex Speakers 

Denon DF101 Ex Speakers 

Denon OM31 Ex Speakers 

Unn Classik Music Ex Speakers 

Teac Legacy 600 Ex Speakers 

Teac R"'-1ce 300 Ex Speakers 

Teac Reference 500 Ex Speakers 

DVD SYSTEMS 

. ......... £379.95 

.£499.95 

. .... £894.95 

.£344.95 

.... £649.95 

.£499.95 

.. £299.95 

..... £199.95 

.£849.95 

.£199.95 

.£449.95 

.£569.95 

DenonAOV-M71 Inc SC-M51 Speakers ........ £499.95 

Denon OVD-770SO/AVR-770SO Ex Speakers . . .£599.95 

Jamo OVR50/A305PDD Inc Speakers .£649.95 

Jarno OVR50/A355POD Inc Speakers .. £899.95 

KEF KfT100 Inc Speakers . .£1199.95 

Unn Classik Movie Di Ex Speakers .£2299.95 

Teac Legacy 700/LS-LBOO Inc Speakers .. £799.95 

MULTI-ROOM AUDIO 
Cyrus Linkserver 160 

Cyrus Linkserver 250 

Cyrus Linkport . 

Cyrus Linkwand 

.£2999.95 

.£3499.95 

.£649.95 

......... £199.95 

Yamaha MusicCast MCX A 10 . 

Yamaha MusicCast MCX 1 OOO . 

DVD PLAYERS 
MAKE & MOOEL . .. REGION 2 
Arcam DiVA DV88 Plus .£599.95 

Arcam OiVA OV7B . .£699.95 

Arcam ONA DV89 . .£799.95 

Arcam OiVA DV79 ........... £999.95 

CymsOVD8 ........ £1199.95 

Denon DVD-2200 Universal .£ CAll 
Denon OVD-2900 Universal .£ CAll 
Denon DVD-A 11 .£ CAll 
Denon DVD-A 1 ... £1599.95 

Hannan Kanlon DVD22 . £299.95 

.£399.95 

.£69.95 

.. £139.95 

.£149.95 

Pioneer DV668Av Universal .£ CAll 
Pioneer OV868A� Universal .... £ CAll 
Toshiba SD330E .. £69.95 

.. £599.95 

. .£1799.95 

MULTI REGION 
£599.95 

£699.95 

£799.95 

£999.95 

£1199.95 

£ CAll 
£ CAll 
£ CAll 

£1599.95 

£299.95 

£399.95 

£79.95 

£159.95 

£179.95 

£ CAll 
£ CAll 
£79.95 

Yamaha DVD-5540 . 

Yamaha OVD-S1500 

.£119.95 

.. £399.95 

DVD RECORDERS 
MAKE & MODEL ................... REGION 2 
Panasonic DMR-E55 DVD-R ... £ CAll 
Panasonic OMR-E65 DVD-R .. £ CAll 
Panasonic DMR-E85 DVO-R .£ CAll 
Pioneer DVR31 OOS DVD-F\IRW ... £379.95 

Pioneer OVR51 OOHS OVD-F\IRVV .. £469.95 

Toshiba RD-XS30 DVD Recorder .£429.95 

£119.95 

£399.95 

MULTI REGION 
£ CAll 
£ CAll 
£ CAll 

£399.95 

£499.95 

£111A 

A/V AMPLIFIERS 

RECEIVERS & PROCESSORS 
Arcam AVR200 AN Receiver .£599.95 

Arcam AVR300 AN Receiver .£1299.95 

Arcam AVB/P7 AN Pre/Processor/Power .£5499.95 

Cyrus AV8 AN Processor .. £1099.95 

Denon AVC-A1SRA AN Amplifier .£ CAll 
Denon AVC-A 1 SR AN Amplifier .. £2199.95 

Denon AVR1604 AN ReceNer .. £ CAll 
Denon AVR1804 AN Receiver .£ CAll 
Denon AVR2803 AN Receeier ..... £ CAll 
Denon AVR2805 AN Receiver . ......... . . £ CAll 
Denon AVR3805 AN Receeier ....... £ CAll 
Hannan Kanlon AVR330 AN Receiver ........ £599.95 

Hannan Kanlon AVR630 AN Receiver .£999.95 

Marantz SR4400 AN ReceOier .. £269.95 

Marantz SR5400 AN ReceOier .£349.95 

Onkyo TX-SR601 E AN ReceN8r .£ CAll 
Onkyo TX-NR801 E AN Receiver .£ CAll 
Pioneer VSX-C501 AN ReceN8r .£329.95 

Pioneer VSX-0812 AN Receiver .£319.95 

Pioneer VSX-AX3i AN Receiver .£649.95 

Pioneer VSX-AX5i AN Receiver .£929.95 

Pioneer VSA-AX10i AN Amplifier .. £2199.95 

Rolel RSX1065 AN ReceOier . .£1799.95 

Rolel RSP1066IRMB1075 AN Pre/Power . .£1799.95 

Rolel RSP1098 AN Processor . .£2294.95 

Yamaha DSP-AX750SE AN Amplifier .£ CAll 
Yamaha DSP-AX640SE AN Amplifier .......... £299.95 

Yamaha DSP-Z9 AN Amplifier ...... £ CAll 
Yamaha RX-V440RDS AN Receiver 

Yamaha RX-V550 AN ReceOier 

Yamaha RX-V640RDS AN Receiver 

Yamaha RX-V650 AN ReceOier 

Yamaha RX-V1400RDS AN Receiver 

Yamaha RX-V2400RDS AN Receiver 

.......... £219.95 

.... £CALL 

.£349.95 

.£CALL 

.£ CAll 
.. £ CAll 

A/V SPEAKERS & PACKAGES 
Acoustic Energy Evo 3B 

Acoustic Energy Aego P5111 

Artcoustlc Diablo 

B&WVM1/AS1 

B&WDM300 AV 

castle Compact CC3 

Enefgy Take 5.1 

Enefgy Enccre 

Infinity TSS750 

KEF KHT1005 £100 FREE QED CABLE' 
KEF KHT2005.2 £150 FREE QED CABl£" 
KEF KHT5005 £200 FREE QED CABLE• . 

KEF 07 AV £300 FREE QED CABl£" 
M&K K5 £250 FREE OED CABLE• 
M&KK3 

M&K Xenon 25 . 

M&K 850/CS35N850 

Mission M30 AV Pack . 

Monitor Audio Bronze B2 AV 

Monllor Audio Bronze 84 AV 

Monitor Audio Radius 270 

Monitor Audio Radius 5.1 

SUBWOOFERS 

.£749.95 

.£499.95 

.£994.95 

.... £849.95 

.. £899.95 

... £999.95 

.£399.95 

.... £999.95 

.£499.95 

... £499.95 

... £799.95 

. .£1199.95 

... £2199.95 

.£1699.95 

.£1894.95 

.£2249.95 

.£3899.95 

. ... £449.95 

. .£799.95 

.... £949.95 

.. £499.95 

.£999.95 

MJ Acoustics Pro 50 (Black) £60 QED CABLE' .£299.95 

MJ Acoustics Pro 100 (Black) £60 QED CABLE• .. £599.95 

MJ Acoustics Ref 100 (Blk) £60 QED CABLE" .... £349.95 

MJ Acoustics Rei 1 (Black) £60 OED CABl£" .... £699.95 

REL 0150E MKll (Brittex Black) £100 OED CABLE' .£499.95 

REL 0201 E (Brittex Black) £100 QED CABl£" .. £724.95 

REL 0400E (Brittex Black) £100 QED CABl£" .. £999.95 

REL Quake (Brittex Black) .... £349.95 

REL Stampede (Black) £100 OED CABl£" .. £549.95 

REL Strata 5 (Brittex Black) £100 QED CABLE' .. £699.95 

PLASMA 
Fujitsu P42VHA30 42" 

Fujitsu P42HHA 10 42" IEIJI 
Fujitsu P42HHA30 42" 

.£2999.95 

.£2799.95 

.£3499.95 

Fujitsu P42HHS10 42" IEIJI 
Fujitsu P50XHA30 50" 

Hitachi 42PMA400E 42" IEIJI 
Hitachi 32P05200 32" . 

Hitachi 37P05200 37" . 

Hitachi 42PD5200 42" . 

Hitachi 42PMA500E 42" 

Panasonic TH42PW6B 42" 

Panasonic TH37PE30B 37" 

Panasonic TH42PE30B 42" 

Phillps 37PF9965 37" �DI 
Pioneer POP434HDE 43" . 

Pioneer POP503HDE 50" �Di . 

Pioneer PDP504HDE 50" . 

Toshiba 42WP36P 42" 

Yamaha POM4210 42" 

LCD TV 
Panasonic TX22LT3 22" . 

Panasonic TX26LX01 26" 

Panasonic TX32LXD1 32" 

Phillps 17PF9945 17" 

Phillps 30PF9975 30" . 

Sharp Aquos LC-15B4E 15" 

Sharp Aquos LC-15S1 E 15" . 

Sharp Aquos LC-20SlE 20" 

Sharp Aquos LC-22SV2E 22" . 

Sharp Aquos LC-22AD1E 22" 

Sharp Aquos LC-30AD1E 30" 

Sharp Aquos LC-30HV4E 30" 

Sharp Aquos LC-37A01 37" 

Sharp Aquos LC-37HV4E 37" . 

Toshiba 26WL36P 26" 

Toshiba 32WL36P 32" 

PROJECTORS 

.£3799.95 

... £5799.95 

... £1999.95 

.. £ CAll 
.£ CAll 

........ £ CAll 
.£ CAll 

. . ... .. £2399.95 

... £ CAll 
.£ CAll 

... £2399.95 

. ..... £3999.95 

. ...... £3999.95 

. .£4999.95 

........ £ CAll 
.. £3999.95 

.£ CAll 

.£ CAll 

.£CAIL 

.£ CAll 
.. £ CAll 

.£CALL 

.. £CALL 

.£CALL 

....... £CALL 

.£CALL 

... £ CAll 
.£CALL 

£CALL 

.£ CAll 
.£CALL 

.£ CAll 

Marantz VP-1253 OLP 

NEC HT1 OOO OLP 

Sanyo PLV-Z1 LCD . 

Sanyo PLV-Z2 LCD 

-play SP4800 OLP 

-play SP4805 OLP 

.£8499.95 

.. £ CAll 
.. £999.95 

...... £1449.95 

... £849.95 

.......... £1299.95 

-play SP5700 OLP . 

Sharp XV-Z10 LCD . 

Sharp XV-Z91 E DLP . 

Sharp XV-Z200 OLP 

Sim 2 Domino 20 OLP 

Sim 2 Domino 20 HOMI OLP . 

Sim 2 HT300 Plus OLP �DJ 
Sim 2 HT300 Xtra OLP 

Sim 2 HT300 Xtra HDMI OLP 

Sim 2 HTSOO Link OLP 

1hemeScene H30 Cinema OLP . 

1hemeScene H50 Cinema OLP iHJI . 

ThemeScene H56 Cinema OLP . 

Yamaha DPX-1000 OLP IEIJJ 

REMOTE CONTROLS 

CALL 

. .... £2699.95 

. .£1099.95 

.£1799.95 

.... £ CAll 
... £3499.95 

.£3999.95 

.. £5499.95 

.£7999.95 

.£7999.95 

.£24995.95 

.. £1199.95 

.£1499.95 

.£2299.95 

.£5499.95 

.£399.95 

.£799.95 

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL STORE OR 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE 

FOR OUR UP-TO-DATE PRICES 

£ 

PRICING POLICY 
SEVENOAKS SOUND & VISION 

OPERAT ES A PRICING POLICY 

SEE OPPOSIT E PAGE FOR DETAILS 

PLEASE NOTE: SOME PRODUCTS MAY NOT BE 

AVAILABLE AT All STORES. 
PLEASE CALL BEFORE TRAVEWNG. 

*Added Value Ottm;- From range available in-store. 

Not in oonjunclion with any other offer. 
{ED) - Limited stock, some oould be ex-display. 

Advertisement valid until at least 28/07/04, E&OE. 



ABERDEEN 57 CROWN STREET 

• 01224 252797 OPENING SOON 

BEDFORD 29-31 ST PETERS STREET 

• 01234 272779 

BRIGHTON 57 WESTERN ROAD, HOVE 

• 01273 733338 

BROMLEY 39A EAST STREET 

• 020 8290 1988 

BIRMINGHAM ARCH 12, UVERY STREET 

• 0121 233 2977 

BRISTOL 928 WHITElAOIES ROAD, CUFTON 

• 0117 97 4 3727 

CAMBRIDGE 17 BURLEIGH STREET 

• 01223 304770 

CARDIFF 104-106 ALBANY ROAD 

• 029 2047 2899 

CHELSEA 403 KINGS ROAD 

• 020 7352 9466 

CHELTENHAM 14 PITIVILLE STREET 

• 01242 241171 

CRAWLEY 32 THE BOULEVARD 

• 01293 510777 

CROYDON 369-373 LONDON ROAD 

Q2Q 8665 1203 OPEN SUNDAY 

EALING SUBJECT TO LEGAL COMPUETON 

OPENING SOON 

EDINBURGH 5 THE GRASSMAAKET 

• 0131 229 7267 

EPSOM 12 UPPER HIGH STREET 

01372 72Q72Q OPENSUNDAY 

EXETER 28 COWICK STREET 

• 01392 218895 

GLASGOW 88 GREAT WESTERN ROAD 

• 0141 332 9655 

GUILDFORD 73B NORTH STREET 

• 01483 536666 

HOLBORN 144-148 GRAYS INN ROAD 

• 020 7837 7540 

HULL 1 SAVILE ROW, SAVILE STREET 

• 01482 587171 

IPSWICH 12-14 DOGS HEAD STREET 

• 01473 286977 

KINGSTON 43 FIFE ROAD 

e Q2Q 8547 0717 OPENSUNDAY 

LEEDS 62 NORTH STREET 

e 0113 245 2775 OPEN SUNDAY 

LEICESTER 10 LOSEBY LANE 

• 0116 253 6567 

LINCOLN 20-22 CORPORATION STREET 

e 01522 527397 (OFFHIGHSTREEr) 

LIVERPOOL 16 LORD STREET 

• 0151 707 8417 

MAIDSTONE 96 WEEK STREET 

01622 686366 

MANCHESTER 69 HIGH ST, Cm' CENTRE 

• 0161 831 7969 

NEWCASTLE 19 NEWGATE STREET 

0191 221 2320 

NORWICH 29-29A ST GILES STREET 

01603 767605 

NOTIINGHAM 597-599 MANSFIELD ROAD 

0115 911 2121 

OXFORD 41 ST CLEMENTS STREET 

01865 241773 

PETERBOROUGH 36-38 PARK ROAO 

01733 897697 OPEN SUNDAY 

PLYMOUTH 107 CORNWALL STREET 

01752 226011 

POOLE LATIMER HOUSE, 44-46 HIGH STREET 

• 01202 671677 

PRESTON 40-41 LUNE STREET 

01772 825777 OPEN SUNDAY 

READING 3-4 KINGS WALK SHOPPING CENTRE 

0118 959 7768 

SEVENOAKS 109-113 LONDON ROAD 

• 01732 459555 

SHEFFIELD 635 QUEENS ROAD, HEELEY 

0114 255 5861 OPENSUNOAY 

SOLIHULL 149-151 STRATFORD ROAD 

0121 733 3727 

SOUTHGATE 79-81 CHASE SIDE 

020 8886 2777 

SOUTHAMPTON 33 LONDON ROAD 

023 8033 7770 

STAINES 4 THAMES STREET 

01784 460777 OPEN SUNDAY 

SWINDON 8-9 COMMERCIAL ROAD 

01793 610992 

SWISS COTIAGE 21 NORTHWAYS PDE, FINCHLEY RD 

Q2Q 7722 9777 OPENSUNOAY 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS 28-30 ST JOHNS ROAD 

01892 531543 

WATFORD 478 ST ALBANS ROAD 

01923 213533 OPENSUNOAY 

WEYBRIDGE 43 CHURCH STREET, THE QUADRANT 

01932 828525 

WITHAM (ESSEX) 1 THE GROVE CENTRE 

• 01376 501733 

WOLVERHAMPTON 29-30 CLEVELAND STREET 

Q19Q2 312225 OPEN SUNDAY 

OPENING HOURS 
PLEASE TELEPHONE OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR 

UP-TO-DATE TRADING HOURS 

E-MAIL 
{insert store location)@sevenoakssoundandvision.co.uk 

WHO ARE SEVENOAKS? 
Founded in 1972, Sevenoaks Sound & 

Vision is one of the largest and most 

successful hi-fi and home cinema retailers in 

the country. 

Each Sevenoaks Sound & Vision store 

stocks a wide range of quality products, 

covering all categories of specialist home 

entertainment, from Hi-Fi separates and 

systems to DVD players, widescreen 

plasma televisions and projection systems, 

all at highly competitive prices. 

Friendly staff are available in all stores to 

advise, demonstrate and guide you through 

the home entertainment jungle . 

CUSTOM INSTALLATION 

DEMONSTRATION 
FACILITIES 
Our comfortable demonstration rooms are 

among the finest in the country, many 

complying with full THX specifications. 

Sevenoaks Sound & Vision's Custom Installation Service enables the integration of a 

home cinema or hi-fi system into your home as neatly and seamlessly as possible. All 

electronics can be hidden away, speakers discreetly mounted either in the wall or 

ceiling and the complete system operated via remote control. 

Our installation experts are fully trained to the highest 

standards in all areas and provide a prompt, reliable 

and professional service. Whether you're looking for a 

multi-room system, a dedicated home cinema 

installation with a retractable screen and built-in 

speakers or an integrated control or lighting system, 

Sevenoaks Sound & Vision has a diverse range of 

products available to cater for all your requirements. 

FREE 8 Page Custom Installation Brochure 
available now from your nearest store or via 
our website. 

SEVENOAKS WEBSITE 
T he Sevenoaks Sound & Vision website has news and information on the Sevenoaks group 

and its stores. 

There are regularly updated special offer and stock clearance lists with hundreds of products 

available and detailed pages to help you locate your nearest store. To find out more, click on 

www.sevenoakssoundandvision.co.uk 

PRICING POLICY 
Whilst we do not claim always to be the cheapest, we try to ensure our prices are highly 

competitive. Take into account the expert advice, unrivalled product selection, demonstration 

facilities and excellent pre, during and after sales service and the lower price might not look 

such good value . 

In the event you can find the same products and excellent service at a lower price, please 

bring it to our store managers' attention. We will always endeavour to offer you the best deal. 

www.sevenoakssoundandvision.co.uk 



HI· FICHU ICE 

BUYER'S BIBLE 

STEREO AMPLIFIERS 
Integrated and pre/power amps 

® Amplifiers come in two basic forms: 

integrated and preamplifier (pre) plus 

power amp combinations. Integrated 

simply means that both pre and power 

sections are in one box. There are definite 

advantages to separating the low level, 

delicate signals in the preamp from the 

radiations of a power amp, so the more 

ambitious designs come in two or more 

cases. In some cases, each channel has its 

own power amp called a monoblock. 

Amplifiers use two basic technologies: 

transistors or valves. Transistors are popular 

because of their practical and technical 

advantages, but valves - aka tubes - live 

on owing to aspects of sound quality that 

trannies can't replicate. If you want to play 

your music loud, use trannies; if you 

appreciate acoustic music, try valves. 

The fundamental of amp/speaker 

interfacing is power rating and speaker 

sensitivity. You can drive a high-sensitivity 

speaker with a ten watt valve amp, but it 

takes a 200W behemoth to get the best out 

of speakers which present a difficult load. 

As a rule, you can't have too much power. 

How to choose an amp 
The main areas in which amps vary are: 

timing, dynamics, stereo imaging and 

transparency. Timing is the ability to 

present the attack and decay of each note 

precisely; amps with strong timing have a 

snap and coherence that is very appealing. 

Dynamics is a general term for the ability 

to portray variations in level between 

individual notes and is different to dynamic 

range (the difference between the loudest 

and softest notes). Dynamically strong 

amps tend to have more life and energy. 

Stereo imaging is how solid or 

three-dimensional an instrument or voice 

sounds. The point of having two rather 

than one speaker is to make it possible to 

recreate the soundstage of the original 

recording, thus amps that have strong 

imaging skills can create a sonic space that 

seems to extend the room. 

Transparency of detail is the most obvious 

difference between amps. One amp will 

present more subtlety than another, but the 

drawback with using this as your main 

criterion is that a forward or 'bright' 

sounding amplifier will emphasise detail at 

the expense of overall musical coherence. 

HOME CINEMA STEREO 
Stereo amps can be used in home cinema 

set-ups as well. You don't get the surround 

and centre channels, but well set-up stereo 

speakers do a remarkably good job of 

creating atmosphere for movies. Stereo amps 

0 

Roksan 

tend to be better at reproducing music as 

they don't have the (electrical) noise­

inducing digital processing of AV amps. AV 
amps cost three to four times as much as 

stereo models of a similar quality. 

Caspian M Series fl,000 
A true budget belter from Marantz - power 

and finesse in equal measure, plus the 

ability to switch between Class A and Class 

AB operation. Giant killing amps are back! 
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The latest version of Roksan's long­

running mid-market amp is a truly 

expressive performer, good enough to 

pick up a gong in our 2003 Awards. 

This neat pre/power combo is much more 

engaging than stereotypical Quads of old, 

yet retains their purposeful, no-nonsence 

appeal. A great value two-box option. 

SHOULD I LEAVE MY AMP ON 
ALL THE TIME FOR BEST 
RESULTS? 
All audio electronics perform 

better when they are warmed 

up, and this is particularly the 

case when it comes to 

amplifiers. If there's no way 

that you can leave it on all the 

time, make an effort to switch 

it on at least 20 minutes 

before I isteni ng. 

WHAT IS BI-WIRING AND 
BI-AMPING? 
Bi-wiring is when you run 

separate cables to the treble 

and bass/mid terminals on the 

speaker. In most instances, this 

improves sound quality so long 

as identical cables are used. 

Bi-amping is using two stereo 

amps to drive one pair of 

speakers, using one amp to 

drive the treble and the other 

for the bass/mid sections of 

the speakers. 

WHY DO VALVE AMPS HAYE 
SO LITTLE POWER? 
Valve amps are inherently low 

powered in absolute terms - at 

least when you compare them 

to their transistor-based 

cousins. But when partnered 

with high-sensitivity 

loudspeakers, they are quite 

capable of producing perfectly 

adequate head-banging levels. 

Beautifully made and with a sound to 

match, this Scandinavian pre/power 

combines warmth and body with energy 

and detail - a truly musical performer. 



Our favourite [DBESTBUY @EDITOR'SCHOICE 

STEREO AMPLIFIERS 
Integrated amplifiers 
BADGE? PRODUCT 

Ill 
G Arcam DiVA A65 Plus 

0 Arcam DiVA A75 Plus 

Arcam DiVA ABO 

COMMENTS 

370 Highly articulate and fluent, offers unusual insight for its price 

470 Quick, lively and well-presented amplifier, bass is sharper and more tuneful than its predecessor 

600 Arcam's most successful mid-range amp to date - sophisticated control system and crisp, detailed sound 

SPECIFICATIONS 

5 • • •  40 232 

• • •  50 224 

90 251 

[!:) Arcam DiVA A90 850 Enhanced replacement for A85, convertible to 7.1 sound with the addition of an add-on module and extra P90 power amps 6 opt • 90 250 

� Audio Analogue Primo 475 Small, stylish amp with a smooth and beguiling sound. Makes a fine partner for AAs equally compact Primo CD player 

A well built and fully featured amplifier that costs this little should not sound this revealing 

opt 70 255 

opt 50 255 [!ii , Cambridge Audio Azur 540A 200 

Cambridge Audio Azur 640A 250 

Cyrus 8 800 

� I Exposure 301 O Integrated 1,000 

Cambridge has a powerful weapon in the battle for budget amp supremacy, it's a lot of musical entertainment for the money 

Impressive at low to medium volumes, and a clear improvement on its predecessor, but deteriorates at high power levels 

opt 65 250 

• 70 239 

A mix of old and new, combining greater power with Exposure's traditionally sweet and enthralling sound 

Icon Audio Stereo 40i 900 Stylish and very sharply priced valve amp is a good all-rounder 

0 Marantz PM4400 OSE 250 Highly competent and well specified - a lively performer that makes great music 

D Marantz PM7200 330 High power, plenty of features, and remarkably clear and informative sound with lots of impact 

Even more refined version of basic amp, with notably improved bass purity G Marantz PM7200KI 500 

G Musical Fidelity X-80 600 The entry-level to Musical Fidelity's amplifier range sounds both powerful and refined 

Dynamic and musical sounding update on what was already a star product 0 NAO C352 350 

D Nairn Nait 5i 699 A trade-off of more power and better connectivity against less inputs works surprisingly well in a grunty, musical manner 

An amplifier with attitude: punchy fast and secure sounding, with excellent build quality for the money D Primare 120 750 

D Roksan Caspian M Series 1 ,OOO Improved mid-range model from Roksan is a fine, expressive amplifier - right at the top of its class 

G Ratel RA-02 349 Agile and capable slimline design with an engaging sound that draws you into the music 

D Ratel RA-1062 

D Sugden A21 a 

G Thule IA60B SE 

1.000 
D Arcam FMJ A32 

� Audio Note Oto Line SE 

[!:) Audio Research VSi55 

@ AVI Laboratory Series 

@ Burmester 032 

0 Copland CSA29 

Hegel Hl 

595 A great value amp with a detailed and engaging sound, and the ability to drive almost any speaker in its path 

899 This single-ended, Class A transistor amp has exquisite resolving ability and presence - an authentic classic 

895 An amp that's so faithful to the spirit and detail of the source material and costs less than £1 ,OOO is hard to fault 

1, 150 Remarkably flexible and well-featured, with excellent sound quality for the price 

1,599 Single-ended valve amp lacks power but sounds remarkably delicate and coherent 

2,895 Superb all-rounder provides the delights of valve amplification without sacrificing convenience 

1 ,399 Terrific power, control and resolution - effortlessly musical and fine value 

9, 1 DO Bulky, powerful amp sounds delighttully delicate with a lovely natural warmth and superb imaging 

1 ,900 A hybrid valve/solid state amplifier that gets close to offering the best of both worlds 

1 ,500 A rich and responsive amp that revels in great music with a warmth that encourages non-stop listening 

• • 120 244 
+ ,_ 

' � .f • ,;, ::: 
6 • � 95 254 

I 4 f ·_ . j_55 255 

1!. 80 �53 

4 . 50 252 

• 70 239 

6 • 85 248 

5 

5 

opt 

• 40 232 

• 

• 

95 251 

25 224 

75 253 

5 • 
6 opt 

6 opt 

6 

@ I Karan KA-i 180 

@ Krell KAV-400xi 

D Primare A30. 1 

3,900 Lean, sharp and articulate, this impressively constructed heavyweight is almost up there with the audiophile pre/power elite 4 • 

100 228 

10 254 

50 254 

200 241 

170 252 

85 255 

120 254 

180
r 

23� 
200 247 

100 214 

2,698 The best integrated Krell yet is quick, agile, solid and finely detailed 

1 ,500 Smooth, detailed singing quality, elegant appearance and a healthy power yield 

Our favourite ['.')BESTBUY @EDITOR'SCHOICE 

STEREO AMPLIFIERS 
Pre/power amplifiers 
BADGE? PRODUCT 
UPT0£2.000 

G Arcam FMJ A32/P35 

� Croft Vitali/Series 5C 

Densen Beat 200/300 

Exposure 3010 Integrated/Power 

Quad 99 Pre/909 

ABOVE £2.000 
I 

Border Patrol P20 

COMMENTS 

1 ,980 One of the few correctly matched integrated/power combinations, the sound has real gravitas and sophistication 

2,000 Oddball retro style and ergonomics, but truly magical voice coherence and projection, great transparency 

1,985 Classy jet black cast boxes pack plenty of punch with good total musical coherence (remote £300 extra) 

1 ,800 Simple units with various connection options which give very satisfying sound in all areas 

1 ,650 Well thought out and well executed, with good strong sound and just a little veiling 

6,750 Muscular 300B P-P design with fluidity and dynamics to match the best 

4,000 Extremely transparent, high-power combo, you'll listen louder and longer because you can 

• 
• 

a1#81a1a.,•UJrn 

7 

• 3 

100 227 

30 216 

• 6 opt opt 100 216 

• • 6 opt 

• • 5 • 

116 256 

136 256 

• • 20 231 

• t • 8 opt • 300 241 -'-Bryston BP25/4BSST 

@ Chapter Preface�!+ 9,800 Among the finest amps available, the resolution of this preamp and power amp challenges the best at any price • • 6 • 300 249 

JiJH'IHI LINE INPUTS Input sockets for source components with a line level output CO players, DVD players, tape decks, tuners. phono stages etc. PHONO INPUT Input sockets and onboard phono stage for a cartridge. 

Either MM (moving magnet) or MC (moving coil), occasionally bcth. REMOTE CONTROLA remote control is supplied with lhe amplifier HEADPHONE SOCKET To drive your cans with. 

POWER OUTPUT Manufacturer's rated output in watts per channel. 
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STEREO AMPLIFIERS continued 

SPECIFICATIONS 

i � 
0 

Pre/power amplifiers � § z 

� 
0 

� 
! BADGE? 

@ 

D 

@ 
L 

[ill 

@ 

@ 

@ 

!ill 

D 

@ 

!ill 

@ 

PRODUCT COMMENTS 3 

EAR 864/534 4, 156 Valve combo delivers fine measured and subjective performance and inspires great confidence 6 50 254 

ECS EA·1 180 253 

Exposure XXlll/XXVlll 

6,000 Understated monoblocks with real transparency to the fine detail, passion and energy in your record collection 

2,790 Highly natural and dynamic amplifier that offers the fluidity and energy of valves via transistors 6 opt 70 241 

Gamut 0200 Mk3 3,950 A great power amp that's now even better - one of the best regardless of price 200 247 

Halcro dm 1 O/dm68 75,900 Extravagant, extreme and massive amp combo will probably polanse opinions, but delivers stunning midrange clarity 

12,7 45 Uncommonly musical valve/transistor hybnd transcends stereotypes, one of the genuine high achievers 

225 243 

Hovland HP-100/RAOIA 9 opt 125 250 

Krell FPB 700cx 700 234 

Linn Klimax Kontrol 

14,998 Reference class amplifier may represent overkill in many systems, but when no compromise is called for, this is it 

6,000 Beautifully executed example of Scots audio art, sounds as clean as it looks and is a lot more transparent than most 

2,720 More sophisticated than its forebears with a fleet-footed sound that draws you into the music 

4 238 

Nairn NAC202/NAP200 

Nairn NAP500 

Nairn NAC552 

Primare PRE30/A30.2 

10,995 Wonderful neutrality, bandwidth and dynamic range, plus Naim's traditional leading-edge definition 

11, 750 Extremely expensive preamp, but still solid value. Magnificent sound with fine flexibility and convenience 

2,400 Smart kit that lives up to the visual promise with gorgeous sound - a really musical performer 

8 

6 

7 

70 241 

140 208 

233 

128 256 

Quad OC-24/11-40 

Roksan Caspian M Series pre/pwr 

Sugden Masterclass AA 

4,007 Big, muscular valve sound that's smooth and easy on the ears, plus solid engineering with good power delivery 

2,050 Confident and highly enjoyable sound with lively music. perhaps a little less sure with subtler. complex scores 

5,600 Yorkshire's finest class A kit Dynamic and tonally rich, this gives even valve amps a run for their money 

7 

6 

40 254 

78 256 

35 246 

Unison Research Unico Pre/DM 2,590 Hybrid designs with a rich powerful performance that makes a fine balance between valve and solid state sound 3 150 242 

AV AMPLIFIERS 
Surround sound amps for music and movies ® The multichannel, surround sound or 

AV amplifier is a popular option, 

thanks to the success of the DVD 

player and home cinema. Now you can buy 

five channels or more of amplification for 

the price of two. Now that multichannel 

music is also on the agenda, there's a lot to 

be said for a good AV amp or receiver (an 

amp with a radio tuner built in). 

So if you fancy hearing what DVD-Audio, 

SACD or even music DVD-Video can do, 

then check out a multichannel amp and 

speaker set-up - they're stunning with 

movies and none too shabby with music. 

AV amps are usually designed primarily 

for movies and come with digital 

processing for the various soundtrack 

formats - Dolby Pro-Logic (analogue), 

Dolby Digital and DTS, which offer discrete 

surround sound in 5.1 and 7.1 channel 

formats. More ambitious designs also offer 

THX post processing, designed to emulate 

the sound of the mixing theatre at home. 

Processing in AV amps is needed because 

the surround formats on DVD·Vs are 

compressed, limiting their high-fidelity 

potential. This is why new formats SACD 

and DVD-A, which don't use 'lossy' 

compression, were created for music. 

All this processing power can take its toll 

on analogue formats. The best multichannel 

amps for music are often the simplest, but 

any that offer a complete bypass option 

with six-channel input are suitable. It's also 

worth looking at real power - five or seven 

channels of amplification are not easy to 

produce with a feeble power supply, and the 

cheaper amps in particular often fail to live 

up to the claims. 

HOW MANY CHANNELS? 
Depends on how many speakers 

you want. Multichannel music 

discs come with six or 5.1 

channels, but for new movies, 

7.1 systems a re where it's at. 7.1 

set-ups also mean you have 

speakers directly behind you -

preferable for music discs. 

WHAT'S THE DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN A PROCESSOR 
AND AN AV AMP? 
Processors don't have amplifica· 

tion on board and you need 

separate power amps. AV amps 

and receivers have processing 

and amps in the same box. 

WHAT DOES THE .1 
IN 5.1 STAND FOR? 
This is the LFE (low frequency 

effects) or bass channel that is 

reproduced by a subwoofer. 

Hl·FI MEETS SURROUND SOUND 
With DVD-Audio and SACD offering 

high.quality multichannel music, 

surround sound is no longer just a home 

cinema thing. An increasing number of 

people want to build a multichannel 

system that will do their music as well as 

their movie DVDs justice, and the number 

of AV products delivering sufficient 

quality is on the increase. But most aren't 

cheap - building a top.quality system 

with five or more channels is inevitably 

more expensive than sticking with stereo. 

There are some very decent integrated 

options below £1,000, though the best 

(and most costly) route is to buy a 

separate processor and power amp(s). Or 

you can add AV amplification to a stereo 

model you can't bear to part with. 
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Sony 
STR-DB790 £300 
It used to be the rule that you had to 

spend close to a grand to get an AV amp 

that shines with music. Not any more. 

Combines admirable sound across all 

music and movie formats with features 

like full auto set-up, i. Link and the latest 

surround formats - a class act at £1,000. 

I 
Despite hot competition from Pioneer and 

Sony, this amp (now upgraded to the AVC­

AlSR 'A') remains our favourite top-end 

integrated multichannel amp solution. 

A fantastic achievement from this 

respected UK brand - a top-ranking AV 

processor and seven-channel power amp. 

Our favourite � BESTBUY [EIJEDITORSCHOICE 
.. 1���1i!�·�iM�� ... 
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Multichannel amplifiers 
BADGE? PRODUCT COMMENTS 

MULTICHlNNll INTEGRATED IMPS 

Arcam AVR200 800 Upgraded AVR100 with Dolby Pro-Logic II and some bass management. Great for stereo, a bit bass-light for multichannel 6 70 229 

Denon AVR-2803 650 Merely 'average' sound but it's impossible to argue against the flexibility and value of its engineering 9 130 251 

� Denon AVR-3805 1,000 Upgraded sound, new processing algorithms and a great remote control make this a superb mid-market multichannel buy 120 256 

!ill Denon AVC-A 1 SR 3,000 An AV amp with genuine high-res hi-fi credentials. Includes a ground-breaking 'wide bandwidth' digital audio link 8 170 232 

� Harman Kardon AVR 5550 900 The upgrade to the AVR 5500 comes with features that are actually of some use to the audiophile and a meaty sound to boot 9 85 240 

Marantz SR9300 2,000 Not a high flyer, just a thoroughly enjoyable, warm and attractive sounding receiver with music and film soundtracks alike 8 105 252 

Marantz SR-12S1 3,000 A multichannel amp that can be taken seriously in stereo too. Resources are in the engineering rather than the gimmickry 3 160 255 

� Pioneer VSA-AX5i 1,200 Standard setter in its price category, with i.Link digital interface and MCACC auto set-up 11 100 248 

!ill Pioneer VSA-AX1 Oi 2,700 Seven channel tour de force with automatic speaker set up and eq, excellent with music, movies and DVD-NSACD 11 150 229 

� Sony STR-DB790 300 No six channel amplifier has any right to be able to sound this good at such a ridiculously affordable price 112 251 

!ill Sony TA-DA9000ES 2,600 Arguably the first convincing fully digital amplifier, an excellent match for players with i. Link encrypted outputs 10 200 253 

Yamaha RX-V1400 800 Equipped for every occasion, this is a capable receiver with stereo music and better yet with DVD-NSACD and movie sources 9 175 251 

MULTICHANNll PREAMPS/PROCESSORS AND POWER IMPS 

� Arcam A90+ 7 .1 mod, P90/3 1,920 Add Arcam's multichannel module and a P90/3 power amp to the A90 stereo integrated and you've got got superb purist 5.1 8 90 250 

!ill Arcam AV8/P7 5,498 State-of-the-art processor (£2,999) and seven-channel power amp (£2,499). An excellent fusion of stereo and surround sound 7 180 235 

!ill Copland CVA306/CVA535 3,748 Tube analogue six-channel pre transforms multichannel audio from a novelty into a genuine advance for the high fidelity art 5 125 236 

Cyrus AV8/3x Smartpower 2,900 Classic Cyrus sound translated to a multichannel arena, limited features and power, but civilised sound 3 105 238 

!ill EAD TheaterMaster 8000 Pro 5,200 Arguably the most 'musical' sounding AV prcoessor to date - tested with the PowerMaster 8300 multichannel power amp 9 242 

� Marantz PS-17 /2x SM-17 3,400 Classy and capable system, great steering, warm solid sound and high detail resolution, and some great gadgets 10 60 238 

!ill Meridian 861 9,833 Powerful surround processor with flexible modular construction, marvellous versatility to drive any speaker configuration 6 230 

Nairn AV2/NAPV175/NAPl 50 4,175 First truly credible multichannel system from Nairn is idiosyncratic but offers excellent basic sound with modest spatial steering 5 50 238 

!ill Parasound Halo C1/A51 8,500 Powerful and flexible processor/power amp combo with impressive sound. Excellent value - processor includes onboard screen 11 250 243 

� Primare SP31.7/A30.5 4,200 Great all-round system which brings the qualities of good stereo high fidelity to a multichannel world 5 120 238 

11 Jl i!.'t l �I RECEIVER Integrated multichannel amp with built-in radio tuner. LINE INPUTS Input sockets for source components with a line level output CO players, DVD players, tape decks, tuners, phono stages etc. 

7.1 CHANNEL COMPATIBLE The amp either has seven-channel in and outputs or in some instances is equipped with seven channels of amplification 

5-CHANNEL POWER (W} Power output in watts per channel of all channels driven by the amp. 

the best just got better ..... . 
New design team + new standards = Gii 

"I have owned a Mark 1 Mini Sub as part of one of my 
systems since I reviewed it because I felt it made a significant 
improvement to the sound of a Hi-Fi when compared to that 
of direct mains. I feel that the Gii brings even greater 
improvements. Tony Bolton, Hi-Fi News, June 2004 

Always setting new standards Award Winning Mains Filter & Regeneration Systems 
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lOWEST PRICES IN THE UK? 

DELIVERING A BETTER DEAL 
LOG ON TO FIND OUT! 

• 24111 OnlBr line J 'l 

•Brand new onlin11111ct 
• E11D11n allrlt:B 

We use a dedicated UK service network. All large products are serviced in 
home or at a local service centre and small products can be sent direct 
to the service centre or back to us. All this is backed up by our customer 
services department 

MA6100 DV4400 

lOGON NOW lOGON NOW 

WWW.SOUNDANDVISIONONllNE.COM 

• co PLAYER· HPl PLAYBACK IOR HORE 
m----•z· 

THAN 10 HOURI 01 COHPREllED AUDIO • HYPER DYNAMIC AMPUllER MODULE\ 

CO TEXT • QUICK REPLAY • UNFILNALIZED CO R/RW PLAYBACK • INCREDIBLY ACCURATE DELTA 

llGMA DIA • CONYERllON HEAN\ ULIRA LOW NOllE • MUii( REPRDOU(TION • GOLD FINllH 

SR7300 

Q • 

CAll US-SEE IF WE BEAT All THE REST 

m----·z·. JO PREIETI ON EACH WAVEBAND FOR INITANT 

RECALL DI FAVOURITE ITATIONI • CHOICE 01 MANUAL AND AUTOMATIC TUNING 

ITATIDN NAME AND DIRECT IREQUENCY KEllN BI REMOTE IOR EAIY AND INITANT 

TUNING • ANTI BIRDY FILTER REMOVE\ BIRD! WHllTLE FRDH FM ITEREO BRDADCAITI 

BUILI IN \LEEP/TIMER • REMOTE CONTROLLABLE YIA D BUI 

ST6000 

FOR LATEST PRICING AND STOCK AVAILABILITY CHECK OUT: 

WWW.SOUNDANDVISIONONLINE. COM 

• 61 w x s CHANNELi • NEWLI DEVELOPED 
YAMAHA" ll BIT ORIGINAL Lll llll 9lBI • ll IURROUND PROGRAMME\ 

• 96KHZ/l4 BIT D/A CONVERllON • SILENT CINEMA •VIRTUAL CINEMA 

• VERIATILE DIGITAL INPUT\ • I VIDEO & COMPONENT VIDEO INPUT\ & OUTPUT\ 

• S CHANNEL DllCRETE AMPLIFICATION • DDLBI PRO LOGIC 11 • DOLBY DIGITAL EX 

PICK UP THE PHONE : 01204 861861 

YAMAHA' • PAUNTIC PROGRElllYE SCANNING • PAUNTSC CONVERSION 

• vuv COMPONENT OUTPUT TERMINAL • DVD VIDEO IV(D vco 

JPEG AUDIO • CO AND MPJ (MULTISElllDNJ PLAYBACK• DVD+RW/+� DVD R/ RW AND 

CD RIRW PLAIBACK • PICTURE CD PLAYBACK WITH DISPLAY S4MHZ!ll BIT VIDEO DIA 

CONVERllDN 

DVDS540 

-------
.. 

E> ·-- 0 e000 

FOR LATEST PRICING AND STOCK AVAILABILITY CHECK OUT: 

WWW.SOUNDANDVISIONONLINE.COM 

• No Deposit* 
• No Payments 
• No Interest 



TEL: 01204 861861 F: 01204 439024 WEB WWW.SOUNDANOVISIONONLINE.COM 

RETAIL OUTLET HOURS: MONDAY - SATURDAY 9AM - 6PM I THURSDAY 9AM - 8PM 

MAIL ORDER: MONDAY-SATURDAY 9AM-7PH I THURSDAY 9AM -BPM 

44-46 HIGHE MARKET STREET, FARNWORTH, BOLTON 8L4 988 DELIVERING A BETTER DEAL 

I I I . .  I I I J 

Great pricts are always availablt at Sound & Yision as we constantly monitor our prices 
against locaJ and national competition. 

Chtck our websirt for more details: 
www.soundandYisiononlinuom or ca!I our helpful! sales 
team on 01204 861 861 

u 

LOG ON NOW 

FS2 AV 

• 6X IATELLITEI AND IX IOOW ACTIVE IUB­

WOOFER. • IX CENTRE ITAND, lX DESKTOP 

ITANDS, • JX WALL MOUNTING KITS, JX l.S 

• METRE SPEAKER CABLE, 

• JX 10 METRE SPEAKER CABLE 

• DOLBY EXIDTS El DISCS 

FOR LATEST PRICING AND STOCK AVAILABILITY CHECK OUT: 

WWW.SOUNDANDVISIONONLINE.COM 

DVR-5100 DVR-3100 

LOG ON NOW LOG ON NOW 

NSDV990 

CALL US-SEE IF WE BEAT All THE REST 

Pioneer . oTs. DOLBY PRo LoG1c 2. 4so w RHs 

• I X SVHl/S VIDEO CONNECTION/I • I X EURO \CART CONNE(TIOH/I 

• I OPTICAL TERMINAL CONNECTION/I • DV IN/OUT • HPJ 

NSDV99 

CALL US FOR LATEST PRICE CHANGES 

FOR LATEST PRICING AND STOCK AVAILABILITY CHECK OUT: 

WWW.SOUNDANDVISIONONLINE.COM 



LOWEST PRICES IN THE UK? 

DELIVERING A BETTER DEAL 
LOG ON TO FIND OUT! 

• 24/lr On/er line 
•Brand ne111 anlin11 stact 
• Exoen alhllce 

PANASONIC PRODUCT LISTINGS 

llME 1111£1. 

I PW- ll-41Plll 

PW - ll-42Pll2 I� IW - ll-UPSI 

PW - ll-21PSS 

I 
IW - ll-21112 

, PW· 11-21112 

PW. ll-241$1 

Mlli MODEL 

PANA - 1X-320J4 

PANA - NV-VP30EBS 

PW - DVD-S15EBS 

PANA - DVD-S35EBS 

PANA - DVD-LV65EBS 

• 

Mlli MODEL 

PANA - OMR-KS2EBS 

PANA - NV-SY120EBS 

PANA - OMC-LC40B 

PANA - NV-KVSOEBS 

PANA - NV-llS880 

PANA - DMC-LC58 

PANASONIC DVDS75EBS CAll US NOW 

PANASONIC DVD-S35 LOG ON NOW 

liikii .... 1•--;µ::--.... • 

PANASONIC DVDF65 CHECK US OUT 

PANASONIC DMR-E I OOHE CAll US NOW 

PANASONIC DVD-S35EBS LOG ON NOW 

=------· 

PANASONIC NV-HS780 CHECK US OUT 

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR LATEST PRICING 

I :IH#t'!·Hi � 
TX-28PSS INC CAB 

• 28" (66CH) TAU 16:9 QUINTRIX WIDESCREEN FIAT 

PICTURE TUBE • 50Hl DIGITAL SCAN 

• BUILT-IN DOLBY DIGITAL SOUND • DIGITAL COHB 

FILTER • AUTOMATIC DIGITAL PICTURE NOISE 

REDUCTION • DOLBY DIGITAL I DOLBY PRO LOGIC 

I SIHUIATED DOLBY NICAH DIGITAL STEREO 

• LEFT & RIGHT IOWXl • LEFT & RIGHT TWEETERS 

IOWXl • SUBWOOFER llW • QUNK 

LOG ON AND COMPARE OUR PRICES ! 

TH37PA208 

FOR LATEST PRICING ANO STOCK AVAILABILITY CHECK OUT: 
WWW.SOUNOANOVISIONONL/NE.COM 

• No Deposit* 
• No Payments 
• No Interest 



TEL: 01204 861861 f: 01204 439024 WEB WWW.SOUNDANDVISIONONLINE.COM 

RETAIL OUTLET HOURS: MONDAY - SATURDAY 9AM - 6PM I THURSDAY 9AM - 8PM 

MAIL ORDER: MONDAY-SATURDAY 9AH-7PM I THURSDAY 9AH -8PM 

44-46 HIGHE MARKET STREET, FARNWORTH, BOLTON Bl4 9BB DELIVERING A BETTER DEAL 

I I I t  t J 

Grear prim are always available at Sound & Vision as we constantly monitor our prices 
against local and national competition. 

Check our website for more derails: 
www.soundandvisiononline.com or call our helpfull sales 
team on 01204 861 861 

CAll US FOR LATEST PRICE CHANGES 

SONY 

KV-32FQ70 WITH STAND 

• 76lH VISIBLE fO TRINITRON WEGA SCREEN (ll" 
TUBE) •I OOHZ DIGITAL PLUS (ABAB) 

• VERTICAL PICTURE STABILISER (VPS) 
• DIGITAL NOISE REDUCTION (DNR) 
• AUTO NOISE REDUCTION • ARC DESIGN (ONE TONE) 
• JO SOUND • VIRTUAL DOLBY + BBE 
• J X SCAR! (RGB ON SCAR! I AND l) 
• PICTURE AND PICTURE ( I  TUNER) 
• EPG LEVEL Z • UNIVERSAL REMOTE 

CAll US-SEE If WE BEAJ All THE REST 

KD-32DX50 WITH STAND 

r 

L 

FOR LATEST PRICING AND STOCK AVAILABILITY CHECK OUT: 
WWW.SOUNDANDVISIONONLINE.COM 

SONY RDR-GX3 

• DID JElOlDEl • DUA! !W 'H0R01k� IW +AW R • lll DID fO�IW F'LJ,ISA(� 
• 110(0 PLUI • T'l!HIT IT' D0WM0AO 

OUR AIM IS TO SAVE YOU MONEY 

SONY PRODUCT LISTINGS 

SGIY-YPl.-Wl2Rf 
S8llY - lV-321.S3& 
S8llY - lV-211.S3& 

S8llY . IP-Ml'IQ 
S8llY - KlY-11111 
S8llY - lf-IGSDOO 
S8llY - IE-5111111 

DSC-P72 

MAKE MODEL 

SONY - KD-32NX200 

SONY • K0-36NXJOO 

SONY - KE-32TS2E 

SONY - SLV-D95DGS 

SONY - RDR-GXJ 

SONY · HTPllDD 

SONY - DYP-NS999ESN 

DSC-VI 

MAKE MODEL 

SONY - DVP-NS930 

SONY - DVP-NSJJO 

SONY - DSC-VI 

SONY - DSC-U50 

SONY - DSC-U30 

LOG ON NOW CAll R TEAM 

SLV-0950 CAllRTEAM 

DSC-P52 VPL-HS 11 

LOG ON NOW CAll R TEAM 

DVP-NS330S CAll RTEAM 



STEREO SPEAKERS 
Speaker pairs for stereo sound 

® While loudspeakers are relatively 

straightforward in construction, they 

have one of the most difficult jobs in 

hi-fi - turning an electrical signal into an 

acoustic one. Most consist of two or more 

drive units in a box that usually has a port 

in it to make life easier for the cone in your 

mid and/or bass driver. Alternatives to this 

arrangement include panel speakers, which 

use electrostatic or ribbon technology, and 

horns, which use drive units in complex 

cabinets that greatly improve efficiency. 

Box speakers are either designed to stand 

on the floor (floorstanders) or on a stand 

(stand or shelfmounts). Floorstanders have 

greater internal volume which can translate 

into greater efficiency and/or bass 

extension, but less substantial designs also 

introduce cabinet resonance and thus 

distortion. But they don't need stands and 

therefore have the aesthetic edge. 

Stand mounts have less cabinet to vibrate 

and often score in terms of imaging and 

timing, but need good stands to work well. 

Positioning 
The closer the speaker is to a wall, the 

greater the reinforcement of bass. As all 

rooms differ, there's no simple formula for 

placement and experimentation will yield 

the best results. Altering the angle at 

which the speakers face the listener can 

also make a difference to balance and 

stereo image. 

Going multichannel 
Many stereo speakers can be augmented 

with centre and surround channels from 

the same brand to create a multichannel 

system. The most important element is a 

centre channel, which needs to match the 

stereo pair as closely as possible. For the 

best musical results, surrounds should be 

as per the front left and right channels, but 

if space or funds don't permit, smaller 

designs can be used quite effectively. 

Choosing speakers 
Because speakers and the rooms they are 

used in vary so much, choosing a pair 

tends to be quite subjective. To find some 

that will suit you, try to listen to a good 

variety to hear how they differ, and if 

possible, audition some at home. Tonal 

balance tends to vary the most, but is less 

important than more subtle factors such as 

timing and dynamics. Finally, listen with 

your ears not your eyes - great-looking 

speakers aren't necessarily great sounding. 

Spikes 
Floorstanding speakers and stands have 

threaded inserts for spikes that allow rigid 

coupling with the floor. These have the 

advantage of draining resonance from the 

speaker and giving tighter bass, but can 

result in more vibration getting back to the 

electronics and often cause the floor to 

resonate as well. 

POWER 
Though some speakers have a power rating, 

this isn't as informative as a rating for how 

difficult they are to drive, nor does it 

indicate wattage extremes for the 

partnering amp. In practice, an amplifier 

cannot be too powerful. Our listings quote 

ease of drive to indicate how much power 
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your amp needs to avoid a mismatch. An 

above-average (A+) speaker will work with 

amps rated at 2SW plus, while an average 

(A) speaker will need SOW or more, and a 

below average (A-) speaker could require 

lOOW plus to sound its best. These are 

guidelines rather than rules. 

IF SPEAKERS ARE RATED AT 
75 WATTS, DOES THAT MEAN 
I NEED A 75 WATT AMP? 
No, see the box on power for 

the full story. 

WHICH SPEAKERS ARE BEST 
FOR SMALL ROOMS? 
Those designed to work close to 

the wall will be smoother in 

confined spaces. Speakers that 

have relatively dry, tight bass 

will also sound better. 

WHICH SPEAKERS ARE BEST 
FOR BIG ROOMS? 
Big, efficient, easy-to-drive 

designs are more likely to be 

able to fill a room better than 

compact models. 

DO I NEED TO BUY CENTRE 
AND SURROUND CHANNELS 
FROM THE SAME BRAND AS 
MY STEREO SPEAKERS? 
Yes, assuming that you're 

wanting to create a 

homogenous surround sound 

experience, where voices don't 

change when they move from 

one channel to another. 



A new dual-concentric main driver plus 

super-tweeter in a solid standmount box 

results in a neutral yet expressive speaker 

at a very tempting price. 

Cobalt 816 Sig S £999 
One of the best all-round performers 

J 
around £1,000, combining a lively and 

dynamic character with an unusually 

smooth and neutral balance. 

A hi-tech, three-way floorstander sporting 

a 'surroundless' midrange driver. Delivers 

a thoroughly engaging sound with great 

bass and an expressive midrange. 

Our favourite �BESTBlN [illEDITOR'SCHOICE 

STEREO SPEAKERS 
Stereo speakers 
BADGE? PRODUCT 

UPT0.£1.000 

� Acoustic Energy Aegis Evo 1 

El ATC SCM12 

Avance Dana 670 AV 

ID B&W DM303 

ID B&W DM602 S3 

B&W DM309 

0- B&W OM603 S3 

El B&W 705 

Castle Durham 3 

180 

999 

760 

180 

300 

330 

600 

900 

399 

COMME'1TS 

An unusually classy and sophisticated performer for the price; laid-back sound and good looks too 

Magnificent main driver confers great authority, grip and smoothness, though upper bass a little lean 

Very pretty slim floorstander is impressively neutral and well balanced, if less than dynamic 

Chunky looking and lively sounding, with deep bass, a fine midband and a restrained top end 

Old-fashioned size/shape, but this timeless design has a rare combination of grip, authority and headroom 
�- --� -

Much of the grace and punch of the smaller DM303 - a suberb floorstander for the money 

Excellent all-rounder, smooth for its price with fine bass and mid, though top might be more refined 

Deft, delicate and delightful, if a little bass light, with clever enclosure and driver engineering 

A very attractive near-miniature wallmount with a lively and communicative disposition - lots of fun 

1Rega 

I ��tt;a�!;n� innovative loudspeaker, 

which includes a side-firing bass unit and 

ltwo tweeters. Its sound is articulate and 

subtle, with a wide dynamic range. 

SPECIFICATIONS 

� 5 � � � 2 0 'll � ill "" 'll fli 6 ii§ a � 0 

0 " � � 
" 

� gJ � "I 1!l .t; 

19,36,24 A 30 226 

22,39,26 A- 55 253 

15,95,27 A 30 253 

20,33,23 A 23 226 

24,49,29 A 25 234 - -
20,91,30 A 60 235 

20,91,29 A- 25 231 

22,42,29 A 35 253 

19,37,22 A 45 227 

El Castle Conway 3 930 Lovely real wood finish and a beautifully balanced sound, fine dynamics and transients, but might have more 'air' 22,91,27 A+ 30 237 

§] Castle Harlech S2 1,000 Improved Harlech is slightly aggressive, but lots of fun, and very good-looking too 20,96,33 A 50 219 ------

..; 

� Oynaudio Audience 42 400 An aristocrat of the vinyl-covered miniature breed. A terrific small speaker for the price 17,29,24 A 40 215 j 
Dynaudio Audience 52 557 Brilliant neutrality, though a little understated dynamically (wood veneered version, as tested - £647) 20,33,26 A- 30 250 

Dynaudio Audience 62 

El Epos ELS3 

El Focal-JMlab Chorus 707 S 

El Focal-JMlab Chorus 716 S 

Focal-JMlab Chorus 726 S - --
� Focal-JMlab Cobalt 816 S 

KEF 01 

KEF 04 

Leema Xen 

Mission m35 

Monitor Audio Bronze B2 
_______...; �-

� Monitor Audio Bronze B4 

Monitor Audio Silver S1 

Monitor Audio Silver S8 

Monitor Audio Silver S10 

� Mordaunt-Short Avant 906 

Neat Petite Ill 

� PMC DB1 

� PMC TB2 

729 

200 

350 

550 

780 

999 

250 

400 

1,000 

400 

200 

350 

300 

800 

1,000 

350 

845 

555 

700 

Pricey but cute vinyl floorstander that is a class act sonically - lightweight, but clean and dextrous 20,86,26 A 30 231 

Few affordable speakers sound as clean and convincing while taking up so little real estate 18,27,19 A- 60 241 

The size and shape might be unfashionable, but this is an outstanding all-round performer at a very sharp price 24,49.30 A 25 251 

Not the smoothest around, but combines coherent voicing with fine dynamic expression and real authority 22,95,30 A 20 250 

Big generous sound with good dynamic freedom, hampered by some voice-band congestion 22,100,32 A+ 55 253 

Great all-rounder - lively and dynamic, smooth and neutral, marred only by a slight treble 'sting' 22,98,31 A- 25 2421 
Stylish if slightly small-sounding stand-mount with fine m1dband coherence; works well close to a wall 22,35,30 A 30 ft 234 

Beautiful, bijou three-way floorstander lacks some bass weight but has a lovely midband with low coloration 18,82,25 A 38 • 255 

A true micro-mini-monitor with remarkable powers of analysis and great musical insight, if a touch forward 14,22,23 A- 50 245 

Very good material value - a big speaker with ample bass and a notably open yet also rather bright top end 26,103,37 A 23 255 

A lively and entertaining speaker with tight controlled bass and pronounced midband 19,35,25 A 42 • 238 

A beautifully balanced loudspeaker with fine overall dynamic range and good imaging 19,85,26 A 23 255 

Super-quick sonics thanks to the C-CAM metalised drivers. Resolution and speed - a great value box 18,30,24 A 45 236 

A thoroughly impressive all-rounder, notable for its wide dynamic range, excellent imaging and fine neutrality 19,90,27 A 20 237 

Timing might be less than the best, but the full balance and fine dynamic range deliver plenty of detail 20,100,27 A+ 20 242 

Capable and engaging, this neat design will complement the majority of sub-£500-per-component systems 18,85,27 A 45 254 

The treble is peaky, but this is still one of the most coherent and communicative miniatures around 20,31,20 A 30 • 211 

Lacks a little weight and authority, but beautifully balanced, free from boxiness, and loads of fun for a tiny 16,29,24 A 50 240 

A worthy successor to the TB1, which sets a high standard in its size/type for neutrality and transparency 20,41,31 A 30 211 

JiJj 'f1 :j j I SIZE WXHXD (CM) Width, height and depth ol one cabinet in centimetres. FLOORSTANDER Speakers that don't require stands. EASE OF DRIVE How much power the amplifier needs (approximately) to dnve the 

loudspeaker effectively. A+ 25 watts plus A 50 watts plus A- 100 watts plus ACT Active - the speaker has its own in-built amplifier. BASS FROM How low the speaker goes - the smaller the numher the deeper the bass. 
FREE SPACE The speakers worl< best away from wall(s). CLOSE TO WALL The speakers will worl< best when up against a wall (but avoid corners). 
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Superfi Online 

Tough anodised aluminium case. 
Compact DAB radio bargain. 

£99.95 (Was £169.95, Save £70) 
Graded stock. 

Twin CD trays, one­
touch 4x speed copies. 
Headphone monitor 
socket with volume 
control. Black or silver. 

£189.95 (Was £249.95, 
Save£60) 

Choice of real wood veneers. 
Quality build and top-sound 
from a compact design. 
£259.95 (Was £299.95, 
Save£40) 

-

I River 

Compact, high 
quality stereo 
system. Ideal for 
terrific computer 
sound or use 
with portable 
audio players. 
£99.95(Was 

£299.95, Save £200) 

40GB capacity. Tuner built-in. Encodes 
MP3 onboard. 8 Line LCD display. Built­
in microphone for easy portable recording 
or use an external microphone too! 

£279.95 

See www.superfi.co.uk for our 
new range of MP3 portables 

NAO 

DVD player with 
excellent audiophile 
specification. 

£179.95 (Was 
£329.95, Save 

£150) 

NAO ... _,.. 
-----

-·•-
=' 

"-- illll !:!:!! 

'Best Buy' HiFi Choice, 
'Five Stars' What Hi-Fi 
Sound&Vision. Quality vinyl 
performance at a bargain 
price, including delivery. 

£129.95 

Carbon fibre arm, Ortofon 
OMB5E cartridge. £209.95 
including free delivery. 

Latest 
releases 

i-River portable 
MP3 players 
and recorders 
Latest Yamaha 
AV receivers 
DVD recorders 
from Panasonic 
and Pioneer 

Home cinema 

Special offers 
100s more 
offers regularly 
updated 

Price promise 

see o 1 ne for 
full aetai s 

Speakers 
Acoustic Energy, 
Kef, Wharfedale, 
Mission, Tannoy 
and more 

Products 
Hi- e tes, 
home cinema, 
MiniDisc, DVD, 
vinyl, digital 
recorders, 
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STEREO SPEAKERS continued 

SPECIFICATIONS 

Stereo speakers 
BADGE? PRODUCT COMMENTS 

D 

D 

D 

Rega Ela 

Spendor SR5 

Tannoy Fusion 4 

Tannoy Sensys DC1 

Tannoy Eyris 1 

Tannoy Sensys DC2 

Tannoy Eyris 2 

749 

1 ,000 

350 

449 

600 

649 

Might have more grunt, but few can match its impressive agility, delicacy, and superior musical communication 

This wall-mount very cleverly avoids the usual colorations, delivering a very dynamic if rather dry sound 

This big d'Appolito twin two-way has fine coherence and dynamics. A neutral and even all-rounder 

Modest sensitivity but beautifully balanced with fine authority at a very realistic price 

Pricey but very cute standmount miniature; oddball, but has marvellous midband subtlety and delicacy 

Has impressive scale and weight with fine stereo imaging, but is also rather laid back, lacking easy agility 

999 This super-slim and cutely different-looking floorstander is very communicative, despite weak treble 

A 28 

A+ 50 

A 20 

A 40 

A+ 

[ii] Triangle Antal 202 925 Ugly duckling with the voice of a lark, thanks to its magical midband with plenty of dynamic brio 

23,89,30 

31 ,31 ,1 8 

21 ,97,29 

21 ,41 ,29 

1 7, 35, 26 

21 ,97,29 

17,91 ,26 

22,108,30 

A 20 

A 20 

A+ 30 

ABOVUl.000 

fill Acoustic Energy AE1 Mklll 1 ,690 Luxury miniature has a laid-back but bouncy sound, a marvellous dynamic range and very superior imaging 1 9,31 ,25 

1 9,99,29 

23,39,31 

23,88,30 

56,28,36 

35,72,48 

36,79,27 

49,97,49 

24,42,31 

22,96,32 

23,1 01 ,36 

24,42,34 

39,1 1 1 ,55 

52,1 1 1 ,69 

45,120,65 

34, 130,75 

21 ,99,32 

20,38,29 

22, 106,36 

1 2,1 6,1 6 

90,1 66,80 

25,42.5,38 

25, 1 1 0,53 

37,1 21 ,53 

25,1 09,36 

33,64,31 

A- 30 

A 20 

act 45 

A- 48 

act 45 

act 38 

A+ 22 

act <20 

A 28 

A- 20 

A- 20 

A 30 

A- 34 

A- 34 

A- <20 

A+ 80 

A+ 38 

A- 45 

A 30 

act 40 

A+ 1 80 

A 50 

A+ 30 

A- 20 

A+ 45 

A 30 

A- 20 

A- 30 

A+ 40 

A+ 35 

D 

D 

Acoustic Energy AE3 Mkll 4,490 A beautifully neutral speaker with very wide dynamic range and superior imaging, plus lovely Art Deco styling 

ATC Active 10 1 ,269 Stylish, active powerhouses with plenty of subtlety when required (balanced connection only) 

ATC SCM35 

ATC Active 20 

ATC SCM50 ASL 

Audio Note AN-E/LX 

B&O Beolab 5 

B&W Nautilus 805 

B&W 704 

B&W 703 

B&W Signature 805 

B&W Nautilus 802 

B&W Nautilus 801 

B&W Nautilus 800 

1 ,999 

2,538 

7,255 

2,650 

1 0,000 

1,400 

1,400 

2,000 

2,500 

6,000 

8,500 

1 1,000 

Beauhorn B2.2 Revelation 3,984 

Castle Howard S3 1 ,350 

Dynaudio Contour 1.3 Mkll 1 ,  198 

Dynaud10 Audience 82 

Eclipse TD Lui et 307 /316 

Ferguson Hill FH001 

1 ,460 

1 ,250 

6,853 

Focal-JMlab Micro Utopia Be 3,500 

Focal-JM lab Diva Utopia Be 7 ,599 

Focal-JMlab Alto Utopia Be 1 1  ,OOO 

Graves Audio Koronglay 1 , 999 

Harbeth Super HL5 1 ,699 

KEF Reference Model 205 4,000 

Living Voice Auditorium 1, 700 

Living Voice Avatar 2,700 

Living Voice Avatar OBX-R2 4,000 

If you want to hear the uncoloured truth about your record collection in all its glory, this is a speaker to treasure 

30k + 300W equals resolution and bass that most amp/speaker combinations dream about - a bargain 

350W of power combine with superb drive units and a 48kg cabinet to provide alarming resolution 

Though not very pretty, this is a thoroughly entertaining speaker with great dynamic subtlety and integrity 

Radical, environmentally independent active speaker has exceptional bass, neutrality, and imaging 

A small-sounding loudspeaker dynamically, but very stylish, clean and 'unboxy', delivering loads of detail 

Sleek and stylish two-and-a-half-way with deep, lively bass, sweet treble, and rather laid-back presence 

Elegant floorstander with excellent bass drive and mid dynamic range, but slightly strong and obvious top end 

Gorgeous standmount sounds delicately transparent and laid back with very superior resolution and imaging 

Outstanding example of the high-tech speaker builder's art. Needs real power, but gives real sound 

The 801 is a magnificent loudspeaker in nearly every respect, but it is one that likes to play loud 

Unequivocal challenge for world domination. One of the most revealing speakers around 

Magnificent midband and fine overall balance but limited bass is best with small-scale material 

A solid all-rounder with uniquely spacious imaging, bit pricey compared to some though 

Outstanding pertormer among compact standmounts; neutral, with fine punch and dynamic range 

Bulky, with vinyl finish, but offers exceptional neutrality, bass extension, power handling and loudness potential 

Extraordinary satellite plus sub solution sounds a cut above other sub/sats. Can be expanded to multichannel 

Looks and sounds wondertul, with realistic dynamic expression, but needs careful amp matching and sub(s) 

New 'Be' version is clearly an exceptional standmount, capable of revealing the innate quality of the music 

Lovely slimline speaker combines remarkable transparency with fine dynamics and gorgeous bass 

Attractive and beautifully balanced, with fine bass alignment and focus, low coloration and very clean top end 

Fast and very time-coherent, but rather bass-light and aggressive higher up - valve amps preferred 

Looks old-fashioned, but classic monitor combines authority and transparency with good neutrality 

Great looking speaker with a smooth, neutral and slightly 'cool' sound that could be tauter and more exciting 

Gloriously coherent and dynamic m1dband, though the top end is restrained and bass was uneven in our room 

Dynamic and highly resolved, yet physically discreet design with a relaxed balance 

Has Dynamics, tonal colour, detail, space and time resolution in spades. External crossovers require extra cabling 

29,1 1 6,43 

22,86,28 

22,1 04,27 

22,1 00,27 

�� /?� SAVE UP TO 50% ON EX-DISPLAY BARGAINS 

� t. re� SOME AS NEW (MARKED') WITH 2 YR WARRANTY 24HR DEL ONLY £5. CHECK STOCK BEFORE ORDER 

- -- ---- CALL SALES:(020) 8318 5755 or 8852 1321 - 248 Lee High Road, London, SE13 5PL 

S 0 U N D • S Y S T E M S Please call for details on deferred 0% APR for purchases of more than £660. S/H = Pre-Owned unit. E&OE 

Arcam CD62T* CD Player (2Yr Gltee) .... (369.00) 

Arcam CD82T CD Player - New (2Yr Gltee) . . . . ... (599.00) 

Arcam CD93 CD Player - New (2Yr Gltee) ......... (979.00) 

Arcam DV88 Plus DVD Player - New (2Yr Gitee) .... (999.00) 

Arcam DV89 DVD-A Player - New (2Yr c.itee) ...... (1299.00) 

Arcam A65+ Amplifier (2Yr c.itee) ......... (369.00) 

Arcam A85* Amplifier Silver - New (2Yr c.itee) ...... (799.00) 

Arcam A85* Amp 1nc Phono- Blk (2Yr Gltee) .... (9 09.00) 

AVI Pro 9 Plus Speakers - Cheny (2Yr Mee) ... (799.00) 

Linn KoteKtor Preamplifier (2Yr Mee) ............ (575.00) 

Linn Kairn Pro Line Preamp S/H (lYr Mee) ....... (14 00.00) 

Linn Numerik Dae S/H (lYr Mee) .............. (11 00.00) 

Linn Trikan Centre Spkr - maple (2Yr Mee) .. (549.00) 

Linn LP12/Ekos/Arkive Boron (2Yr Mee) ... (535 0.00) 

Linn Keilidh Speakers R/nut 1nc stands S/H ......... (995.00) 

£229.00 

£499.00 

£699.00 

£499.00 

£739.00 

£249.00 

£549.00 

£599.00 

£569.00 

£375.00 

£599.00 

£349.00 

£349.00 

£2675_00 

£395.00 

Loewe 24" High Definition 16:9 lV (1 Yr Mee) ... (999.00) 

Loewe Aconda 32" Flat widescreen lV (1 Yr Mee) .. (18 00.00) 

Nairn CDS Player (2Yr Mee) ................ (123 0.00) 

Nain CDS2/XPS Player & Power Sup (2Yr G/tee) .(6265.00) 

Nairn Nait 5 Amplifier (lYr Mee) ........... (89 0.00) 

Nairn NAC 112 Preamp (2Yr Mee) ....... (66 0.00) 

Nairn NAP 150 Power Amp (2Yr G/tee) . . .. (785.00) 

Nairn NAP 180 Power Amp S/H - (lYr G/tee) .. (1225.00) 

Nairn NBL Speakers - Beech (2Yr G/tee) ....... (77 00.00) 

Pioneer DVD656S Multiplayer (lYr Gltee) .. (349.00) 

PMC TB2 Speakers - Black (2Yr G/tee) .. (74 0.00) 

PMC DB1 Speakers - Cherry (2Yr G/tee) .(555.00) 

Yamaha DVD 530* DVD Player (lYr Mee) .. (199.00) 

Yamaha RXV 630 RDS A.V. Amp (lYr Mee) ... (459.00) 

Vibe Zeta SubWoofer (2Yr Mee) . . . . . . • . . . .  (6 00.00) 

£499.00 

£899.00 

£945.00 

£3495.00 

£659.00 

£525.00 

£615.00 

£795.00 

£4995.00 

£249.00 

£539.00 

£399.00 

£79.00 

£299.00 

£475.00 

250 

240 

255 

245 

227 

250 

231 

253 

251 

251 

221 

250 

240 

21 8 

256 

244 

199 

248 

247 

247 

1 83 

1 86 

231 

244 

229 

219 

229 

247 

242 

245 

255 

248 

247 

233 

245 

247 

218 

244 
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STEREO SPEAKERS continued 

SPECIFICATIONS 

� 5 � � � � 0 

Stereo speakers � .:ii ill � :c 

!1 � d i" 0 
0 "' ;.'! � 

s: 
BADGE? 

D 

D 

!ill 

!ill 

D 

D 

PRODUC' 

Martinlogan Clarity 

Mirage OM? 

Nairn Allae 

Nairn SL-2 

Nairn NBL 

Neat Ultimatum MFS 

Neat Ultimatum MF9 

PMC LBl 

PMC FBl 

PMC 081 

PMC 182 

ProAc Response D25 

Rega R9 

Russ Andrews Quave LS1 

Sonus Faber Cremona A 

Spendor S9e 

Tannoy Dimension TD8 

Tannoy Dimension TDl 0 

Tannoy Dimension TD12 

Tannoy Yorkminster 

Totem Forest 

Triangle Zays 222 

Triangle Naia 

Vandersteen 2Ce Sig 

Wilson Benesch Curve 

Wilson benesch Discovery 

Wilson Benesch ACT 

Wilson Benesch Chimera 

2,498 

2,000 

1,990 

4,995 

6,925 

2,995 

8,500 

1,150 

1,410 

2,450 

6,150 

2,995 

2,498 

2,550 

2,149 

2,895 

4,000 

5,000 

6,500 

9,000 

2,390 

1,295 

1,900 

1,990 

5,000 

5,500 

8,400 

15,000 

COMMENTS 

Relatively affordable and easy to live with electrostatic hybrid with class-leading resolving power 

Warm, full and laid back Omni has weak stereo focus but brings the musicians into your room 

Chunky little floorstander has a 'cold' overall balance, but remarkable powers of musical analysis 

Delivers magnificent musical analysis and communication skills in a notably discrete physical package 

Elegant, large floorstander is exceptionally informative, with an awesome dynamic range and dry, forward balance 

Wondertul five-driver standmount sounds bigger than it looks. Very spacious and informative, if a little bright 

Superb musical communicator with splendidly deep and agile bass and fine open neutrality 

Still fully competitive eight years after our original review, this genuine compact monitor is now a modern classic 

Has the lively coherence of a simple two-way, alongside impressive bass weight and extension 

Genuinely deep bass and lovely overall neutrality, though mid could have more tension and bass more punch 

Stunning in an understated way, this speaker creeps up on you and hooks you with its transparency and power 

The traditional ProAc high-end detail mixed with greater efficiency and more pace - a splendid speaker 

This subtle, laid back but very informative pertormer has a very superior dynamic range, especially in the bass 

A radical approach to reproducing music that does timing and resolution superbly but is a little unusual tonally 

Standmount 'Auditor' version of the Cremona makes a soundstage bigger and better than its size suggests 

An improvement on the original S9 - very entertaining at high levels with a fabulously open and weighty bass 

This stylish speaker is a splendid all-rounder, with fine dynamics, precise imaging and minimal coloration 

Extremely competent and rhythmic speaker, a futureproof supertweeter and detail to die for 

Art Deco-inspired style, plus magnificent headroom and genuine monitoring neutrality - a tour de force 

Deliciously delicate and expressive at low listening levels, it still has massive headroom when your in the mood 

Low sensitivity but wondertully open neutrality, at heart a beautifully communicative and musical loudspeaker 

Wondertul freedom from time-smear gives invigorating and realistic dynamics, but colorations are also obvious 

Exciting, vivid and communicative, but also a bit untidy and uneven, the Naia is a whole lot of fun 

Very superior midband neutrality, impressive freedom from boxiness and splendid stereophony. A classic 

Much (but not all) of the ACT's pertormance in a much more compact and affordable package 

Innovative three-way with built-in stand, combines great subtlety with weight and headroom 

Superb enclosure gives uncanny freedom from 'boxiness' Well balanced, but top end might be sweeter 

Elegant with lovely sonic delicacy and plenty of weight too. Works best at low levels, but a difficult load to drive 

� 9l � 'I '°' " §l 

26,135,31 A- 46 245 

30,115.16-39 A- 25 247 

24,94,28 A 40 229 

28,103,33 • A- 20 • 232 

29,116,47 • A- 20 200 

22,38,37 A+ 25 241 

22, 150,40 A- 20 226 

18,53,26 A- 40 • 199 

20,105,31 A 20 204 

20,103,33 A 20 243 

33,74,47 A- 25 237 

22,107,25 A+ 20 254 

17,103,39 A 20 256 

41,93,28 A+ 60 254 

19,35,32 A 48 246 

24,101,38 A+ 40 256 

31,86,30 A- 25 240 

35,101,37 A- 38 215 

42,126,41 A- 23 225 

62x102x45 A+ 20 255 

20,90,27 A 25 247 

26,116,32 A 22 242 

23,119,32 A- 25 247 

41,109,26 A- 30 229 

23, 91, 37 A 28 254 

23,47,38 A- 45 212 

23,108,37 A 20 252 

24,145,55 A- 20 234 

AV SPEAKERS 
Speaker solutions for multichannel surround sound ® Multichannel speaker systems have a 

front left/right (L/R) stereo pair, a 

centre or dialogue channel, two (5.1) 

or four (7.1) surround speakers and often a 

subwoofer. For best results, each of these 

speakers bar the sub should be identical. 

The problem is that few surround systems 

are dedicated to music and perform a 

home cinematic role as well, meaning the 

centre speaker has to sit above or below a 

video monitor. Centre channels are 

usually wide and short for this reason. 

This should not be a barrier to great 

surround for music and movies however, as 

many brands make centre channels with a 

very close sound to their L/R designs. 

Music vs movies 
High-resolution SACD and DVD-A music 

recordings tend to be mastered with 

SET-UP 
Ideally you should set up surround speakers 

with as much care as you would stereo systems, 

but practical issues tend to have a significant 

bearing on surround and centre speaker 

placement Surround channels can be 

floorstanding or wall mounted, and centres 

usually have to perch on the TV or underneath 

it Given these limitations, adjust your LI R front 

110 Hl·FI CHOICE september 2004 

speakers to give the best tonal match with the 

centre. If there's more than just you listening, 

'toe in' the speakers so that their axis crosses in 

front of the listening position -this gives a 

wider stereo image. And if there's a subwoofer it 

should be placed near the front speakers. Use a 

sound pressure metre (available from Tandy 

among others) to accurately set levels. 

surround speakers in the ITU standard 

position which is as far behind the listener 

as the front channels are in front. 5.1 

movie soundtracks tend to place surround 

channels not so far behind and to the side 

of listeners. Usually, practical limitations 

will dictate a limited range of placement 

options, but if you are a dedicated music 

fan, check out the ITU set-up regulations in 

the booklet supplied with SACD discs. 

SUBWOOFERS 
Subs start working where stereo speakers 

run out of steam at low frequencies. The 

idea is to create deeper, better-controlled 

bass rather than more of it. They usually 

have onboard amplification (active) and 

connect to either the LFE (Low Frequency 

Effects) channel in a home cinema set-up 

or the speaker terminals in a stereo set-up. 



B&W 
600 53 package £900 

KEF 
Q AV7 fl,300 

Linn 
Akurate package £13,750 I 

ATC 
Concept 3 £4,877 

Incorporates 602s, 601s and an LCR 600 

centre speaker. Great in both stereo and 

multichannel surround modes. 

With the latest Uni-Q refinements, this 

system is astonishingly accomplished and 

amazing value. 

It might not look as flashy as some, but the 

quality of engineering in this ATC package 

ensures superb all-round performance. 

Linn has worked wonders with its new 

multichannel speaker system - it's not 

cheap, but its performance is breathtaking. 

Our favourite o BEST BlN [ill EDITOR'S CHOICE 

AV SPEAKER PACKAGES 
Multichannel speakers 
BADGE? PRODUCT COMMENTS 
0 ATC Concept 3 4,877 Extremely engaging, revealing and musical multichannel system providing 360 degrees of full-on entertainment 

B&W 300 package 900 An excellent compromise between the requirements of music and those of home cinema (inc. subwoofer) 

0 B&W 600 S3 (602/601/LCR 600) 900 Unquestionably delivers the sonic goods. High-quality drivers in standmount enclosures 

Castle CAV Sterling 1,250 Lovely real wood veneers. Sound has fine dynamic drive and expression, but can sound a little hard 

Dynaudio Audience 42 package 1,142 Multichannel package for hi-Ii purists with real authority and imaging, but needs subwoofer for full-bore movie sound 

SPECIFICATIONS 
e s: 

� 
§l � � 'll 0 'G 'll Hi 

� 
0 0 s: � � "" JOj 

i A- 6 12 opt 255 
-� 27

-
241 

224 A 5 22 

.J_ 
A 28 224 

A- 5 53 241 

I 

Final Sound Electrostatic system 4,875 Slim, attractive, electrostatic panels have clever connections, limited loudness but a breathtaking transparency A- 6 20 • 251 I 

Focal-JMlab Electra package 3,017 Bold, solid system, tremendous consistency and easy to expand with an added subwoofer 

D KEF Q AV? 1,300 With latest Uni-0 refinements, this system is astonishingly accomplished and amazing value 

[ill Linn Akurate (2421212/225/221) 13,750 An extremely capable system that offers new insights into the potential for multichannel audio 

Mirage Omni 2 2,650 Dark tonality, but superb imagery makes this an excellent all-round choice 

0 Mission m5 package 1,450 Main m52 is a clean, attractive full-range stereo speaker, while the m5as sub does big bass for movie fans 

1 Mordaunt-Short Declaration 500 
... 

1,600 Good value vinyl THX Select package with Power Towers. Good authority, but must be 5.1-connected 

PMC FB1/TB2 2,485 Classy, if bulky and pricey, package has good transparency, coherence and weight 

I Rega Jura/Ara/Senta 938 Classy real wood package does a good all-round job, but sounds bright and might have more surround weight 

JiJjif1;j§I EASE OF DRIVE How much power the amplifier needs (approximately) to drive the loudspeaker effectively: A+ 25 watts plus A 50 watts plus A-100 watts plus. 

NUMBER OF SPEAKERS The amount of individual loudspeakers in the package. BASS FROM How low the speaker goes, the smaller the number the deeper the bass. 

FREE SPACE The speakers work best away from wall(s). CLOSE TO WALL The speakers will work best when up against a wall (but avoid corners). 

Our favourite o BEST BlN [ill EDITOR'S CHOICE 

SUBWOOFERS 

A+ 

A-

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

5 50 232 

5 35 232 l 
6 18 • 253 

5 30 232 

6 28 241 

5 25 • 210 

20 • 210 
-..., 

25 21o
_J 

� � � 
Bass speakers 
BADGE?§cr 

Acoustic Energy Aesprit 308 650 

COMMENTS 
Tuneful and dynamic sound with music or movies from this compact sub, which comes with a handy remote 

Does all the things subwoofers should do with music and movies alike, but transparently and seamlessly 

� j � � 
--=:_� � i U 
----'

�37,30 200l 35 225 

[ill B&W ASW850 2,000 

Monitor Audio ASW100 300 

0 REL 0150E 500 

REL Strata Ill 700 

REL Storm Ill 900 

[ill REL Stadium Ill 1,500 

o Ruark CL300 2,000 

Titan Saturn 800 

- - --- ------
For the price, this compact subwoofer performed well 

Great value compact 'cube' sub adds genuine weight and drive thanks to superior filtering 

53,56,52 1 OOO 18 246 
·----t-

3
-
2
-
,3
-
2,

-
34

_,_

·� 
12� 27 • 225 

J_ 29,32,33 150 20 239 

42, 52, 33 100 20 210 

I 42,62,33 150 18 225 

59, 56, 39 200 16 217 

r60 . 52 5,40 300 30 225 

72,48,72 200 20 239 

- - -----
A little more bottom octave might have been preferable, but in temns of agility and coherence, this is a fine hi-fi subwoofer 

Excellent sub with powerful, detailed and deep bass. Comprehensive facilities, including flexible filter adjustment 

It's a bulky piece of furniture, but offers supelior filtering as well as an ability to delve deep into the bass nether regions 

Shows what a good subwoofer can do: controlled, detailed and dynamic. A delight with music and movies alike 

Very bulky sub has curious styling, but decent filtering gives good weight and headroom 

(iJHi HI SIZE WXHXD (CM) Width, height and depth of one cabinet in centimetres. POWER (W) How many watts the on board amplifier of active models delivers. 

BASS FROM How low the sub goes, the smaller the number the deeper the bass. 
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CABLES 
Wires to hook your system together 

Hi-fi cables come in two varieties: 

interconnects and speaker cables. 

Interconnects come in preset 

lengths, generally with RCA phono plugs 

attached, though some equipment uses XLR 

connectors for balanced connection. Speaker 

cable is sold by the metre and can be used 

without plugs or can be fitted with screw or 

solder-on types. 

Choosing the best cables is not quite as 

straightforward as it might seem. One 

problem is that components interact with the 

cables you use and this often results in 

audible effects, but there are few cables that 

are fundamentally incompatible with any 

components, and we recommend the advice 

of a good dealer. In any case, you should look 

to spend as much as you can afford. 

Digital cables come in two flavours: 

electrical and optical. In most instances 

electrical varieties sound better than optical, 

but if you are after a smoother sound the 

light carriers have the advantage, as they do 

if long lengths are needed ( lOm+ ). Optical 

outputs tend to have Tosi ink connectors 

(around 99 per cent), but some electrical 

digital outputs are of the superior BNC type, 

which uses a bayonet-type socket. Check 

which type your digital component has before 

buying a digital interconnect. 

Our favourite o BEST BUY �EDITORS CHOICE 

CABLES 
Interconnects and speaker cables 
BADGE' PRODUCT COMMENTS 

ANILOGUE INT£RCONNECTS 

@ Avid Black Reference SCT 700 Rich, slightly dark sound that is beguiling and highly informative 

Black Rhodium Illusion 77 An upfront. lively, exciting cable which still manages subtlety when needed. Slight coloration though 

Chord Company Signature 499 Silver plated, triple screened. Some granularity but great resolving ability, a good match for Chord Signature loudspeaker cable 

D Ecosse The Composer 30 A high degree of realism and delicacy, and a fantastic price (0.8m) 

Ecosse Reference Diva 100 Very good periormance in all areas, with particularly fine, tuneful, bass (0.8rn) 

Kimber Silver Streak 242 Not the cheapest around, but more than justifies itself with terrific poise and balance of virtues 

D Kimber limbre 72 Typical Kimber construction with ditto sound - clean, extended and detailed 

D Monster Interlink 400 Mk2 70 Really lively and enjoyable sound 

PM Dragon Tails 600 Targeted at valve equipment, but its virtues, including superb imaging, apply to solid-state duties too 

OED Ounex 1 20 Well balanced and easily rivals more expensive cables 

[ill Townshend DCT100 100 Unusual construction with copper strip conductors, giving very detailed sound, but just an occasional hint of hardness 

@ Townshend lsolda DCT 300 Unusual construction and cryogenically treated too: whatever the reason, a remarkably capable wire 

D van den Hui The Bay C5 45 Terrific detail, nice balance - a great cable 

D van den Hui The Well 65 Hybrid cable with carbon-fibre conductors added. Very slight bass coloration does little to detract from fine periormance 

D van den Hui D1 02 Mk Ill 79 Hybrid conductors (carbon and copper) and intelligent construction give strong bass and excellent detail 

DIGITIL INTERCONNECTS 

D OED Ounex P75 25 A superbly capable interconnect that's highly detailed and well balanced 

D OED Ounex SR75 50 Lots of bass and good clear midrange and treble at a sensible price 

D Supra Trico 40 Very well made digital/video cable which noticeably improves the sound of a cheap DAG 

D van den Hui Optocoupler II 49 Noticeably has the edge over other optical leads, but still second best to electrical types 

SPUllER CABLES PRICE PER METRE 

Black Rhodium S300 18 light, precise and extended bass makes this a great cable for rock 'n' roll 

Chord Company Signature 117 Dynamic, solid sounding cable, but it's bulky and not very tractable 

Ecosse Reference MS2.3 23 Favours excitement over refinement: can be slightly bass-shy, but plenty of life 

@ Electrofluidics 20/20 45 Excellent bass extension and very fine periormance elsewhere - one of the best all-round cables available 

D Kimber 4PR 5 Considering the price, this cable's very slight dryness is forgivable when everything else is so right 

El Kimber 8VS 18 Beautifully full, open and transparent sound right across the board. Price for 1 m terminated pair 

Kimber 8PR 21 Bass very full, just occasionally a touch flabby, but detailed and sweet upper frequencies make this a good value cable 

D Kimber 8TC 39 Very capable in all areas, particularly good at imaging and with firm bass. Price for 5m terminated pair 

D OED Silver Anniversary A few minor flaws, but overall periormance is very assured for this price 

D OED X-Tube XT300 10 A natural and well controlled sounding cable that's cost effective for mid-priced systems 

OED X-Tube XT400 20 A practical cable with a liking for lively music, but slightly less assured with subtle classical grooves 

Supra Ply 3.4/S 9 Good in all areas, with rich bass and just a touch of treble roughness 

@ Townshend lsolda DCT 50 Cryogenically treated 'impedance matched' cable with stabilising components added: great sound all-round 

D Wireworld Solstice 5 20 Unfriendly to handle, but makes up for it with very assured sound - heaps of bass and great insight 

li"!>l'i hi STRANDED Cable has a number of (usually) hvisted strands to conduct the signal. SOLID CORE Cable has one or more individually insulated strands to conduct the signal 

COPPER Material used to form the conducting element of the cable. SILVER Alternative material used to form the conducting element of the cable. DIGITAL CABLE TYPE E - electrical, 0 - optical 

Cables are one metre length unless otherwise stated. 
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HEADPHONES 
For your ears only 

® Headphones come in several varieties and 

some are designed for particular usage. The 

majority of 'cans' use dynamic cone and 

coil-type drive units and can be used with anything 

from a personal stereo to a dedicated amplifier. 

Other types also exist, most significantly 

electrostatics that use a charged panel membrane 

to produce a distinctly refined sound. These are 

supplied with their own dedicated amplifiers, which 

tends to increase the price. 

Cans are split into several types. There are open 

and closed-back designs, the latter being best for 

noisy (or noise sensitive) environments as they 

minimise leakage and intrusion. Open-back types 

tend to have a more open, less 'in-head' sound. There 

are also three variants of earpad design: circumaurals 

enclose the ear and press on your head, supra-aurals 

Our favourite o sESTBUY @EDrTORSCHOICE 

press on the ear and intra-aurals sit in the ear and 

are particularly popular with personal stereo users. 

Getting the best from your cans 
Getting a good result with headphones is not quite 

as straightforward as it should be. Merely plugging 

them into the output on your CD player or amp will 

not give particularly engaging results unless you are 

very lucky. If you are planning on serious listening, 

invest in a dedicated amp - the increase in dynamics 

is not in the least bit subtle. A variety of models are 

made and prices start at around £80 for a QED, a 

little more for designs from, say, Creek or Musical 

Fidelity. And if you're really into cans, look up the 

valve-powered Earmax. 

HEADPHONES 
SPECIFICATIONS 

Stereo headphones 
BADGE? PROOUCT 

El AKG K44 20 

El AKG K270 Studio 129 

[ill AKG K1000 550 

Audio Technica ATH-D40fs 105 

El Beyerdynam1c DT990 160 

El Grado SR60 90 

El Grado SRBO 110 

Philips HP890 70 

El Sennheiser HD590 160 

[ill Sennheiser HD650 299 

Sony MDR-CD480 40 

[ill Stax System Ii 400 

COMMENTS 

Lively, enjoyable and remarkably detailed: a bargain 

Pro oriented design which is very transparent and great with acoustic material 

Neutral, analytical and completely out of the head sound, suitable for connection to speaker outputs only 

Detailed and involving sound with a professional 'studio' quality appeal 

Impeccable balance, very extended bass and treble, and bags of detail place this model ahead of the pack 

For sheer musical enjoyment these are hard to beat. Retro styling may not be to everyone's taste 

Not perhaps as neutral as some but they communicate well and that's the point of the exercise 

A remarkably sophisticated and very comfortable headphone 

Assured and confident headphone with very low coloration and great comfort 

Astonishing resolution and hardly less impressive tonal balance make this a true hi-fi experience 

Generally neutral and nicely detailed - comfortable too 

Luxury option at its price, but the sound delivery is five-star quality all the way 
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Ji U3H"'t :l j I ELECTROSTATIC Uses electrostatic film instead of more common cone or dome dynamics. SUPRA-AURAL Earpads sit on ear rather than around it. CIRCUMAURAL Earpads rest on the head around the ears. 

OPEN BACK Vented capsules let sound in and out. CLOSED BACK Sealed capsules. WEIGHT In grams. 3.SMM JACK ADAPTOR Allows connection lo personal stereos, computers etc. 
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AUDIO ANALOGUE 
sound pleasure 

"Audio Analogue has done it again!" 

Primo CD Player & Settanta amplifier 
Best Buy Hi-Fi Choice July 2004 

For more information on the Audio Analogue Primo range: 
UKD Ltd. tel: 01753 652669 info@ukd. www.ukd.co.uk 
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STANDS AND SUPPORTS 
Equipment racks and speaker stands ® In hi-fi there are two types of stand. One is a rack that holds 

turntables, amps, CD players and so on and is described as an 

equipment support, and the other is a speaker stand. The 

latter comes in three basic varieties, two for stand mount speakers: 

said to have a quicker sound, while heavyweights give deeper bass and 

a calmer sound. The third speaker stand type is a platform that sits 

under floorstanding speakers or speaker/stand combinations, the 

pneumatic Townshend Seismic Sink being an example. 

lightweight, multi legged types; and heavy designs with fewer legs and 

the ability to be mass-loaded for extra solidity. The lighter variety is 

There are two speaker-to-stand interfacing options: spikes or Blu Tak 

in each corner of the top plate. Try both and take your pick. 

Our favourite osESTBlN rmrnrroR·scHOICE 

EQUIPMENT SUPPORTS 
SPECIFICATIONS 

� i � ;;;; � = � 
� 

� 
� ?; � � £; 

Equipment supports 
BADGE? PRODUCT £ COMMENTS 

Aavik Furniture A4 350 Good sound and stylish Scandinavian looks at an affordable price 80.5 47 MDF 

Alphason A5-G 399 Nice looking, very solid and practical with a pretty well balanced sound, but lacks a little detail 80 66,46 Glass 

Atacama Equinox 280 Stable, modular design with style. Excellent bass transients and a fresh design concept 81 50,50 Glass 

D Audiophile Furniture Base 615 Price is justified by its earth-shattering sonic abilities - a worthy upgrade 82 43 MDF 

Avid lsoschelf 1,100 An enthusiast's equipment support stand free from coloration, if a little fiddly to set up 87.5 48 MOF 

D Clearlight Audio RDC Aspekt 550 Stunning neutrality and detail frorn a well-damped design. Its pertormance makes the price tag good value 75 53.5,45 MDF 

Custom Design Aspect 650 270 Smart looks and practical thanks to adjustable shelves. Sound is fair with scme loss of detail 66 46 Glass 

D Custom Design Concept 400 700 Slightly drab appearance, but good sound and etticient use of space 74 48,40 Metal 

lscblue 'The Stand' 460 Attractive modular design that's as easy on the ear as on the eye 47 48,40 MOF 

rm Nairn Fraim 1,825 Pricey but very classy looking and sounding, with modular flexibility 96 45,34 Glass 

Ouadraspire 04 Reference 480 Excellent pertormance from the school of wobbly racks. Natural sounding and plenty of detail 51.5 49,39.5 MOF 

Russ Andrews Torlyte Rack 988 Attractive modular system made of very light Torlyte: a touch of added warmth is its only vice 68 54,49 Torlyte 

D Sound Organisation 2560 195 Excellent value rack, five shelves too! Well balanced and under 200 quid! 92 50,40 

D Standesign Design 4 190 An all-in-one support at a budget price, with good sonic pertormance 88.5 50.8 

[ill Townshend Seismic Stand II 1,140 multi-shelf air-suspension support which isolates like few others. Recommended 92 58, 45 

Our favourite o BEST BUY [ill EDITOR'S CHOICE 

SPECIFICATIONS 

SPEAKER STANDS � 
" 

� 
Speaker stands 
BADGE' PRODUCT 

D Atacama Nexus 6 

Custom Design R/S300 Mkll 

hne Cableway 

D Kudos S50 

Partington ANSA 60 

D Partington Dreadnought 

Sound Organisation 2522 

Townshend Seismic Sink 

60 

100 

399 

115 

90 

100 

95 

499 

£ COMMENTS 

An excellent all-round pertormer and a genuine hi-Ii bargain 

A sclid stand improving on the original, with better focus and detail 

Looks great, sounds great, sc start saving' Clean and sweet, and neutrality is exceptional with orchestral material 

Formidable bass with real authority, and a wide dynamic range across a broad bandwidth 

Elegant flat-packer 'disappears' scnically; restrained but neutral and coherent 

Fully welded high-class engineering gives a very clean, open sound at a sharp price 

Very hefty build for the price helps to deliver a sclid sound with good authority and drive 

Unique inflatable plinth that works wonders with decent floorstanders, as well as standmounted speakers 

ffi � 
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� 
"' ?; 5 
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60,50 14.5,18 

61,56,51 16.5,18 

63 17,20 

61 15, 20 

62 18,15 

61 17,15 

60 16 

38,48 

Ullllli\ll:i Ei'IJJo!;i Ei'iJj'fi:lO HEIGHT Of complete stand. TOP PLATE SIZE (CM) Width by depth of the suppMing platform(s). Single ligures indicate a square plattorm. 

WELDED As opposed to bolt-together construction. NUMBER OF SHELVES To put your kit on (difterent configurations are often available). SHELF TYPE Material that shelves are made of 

li U l Ul ;fi i IMi'i U Hi:!§ I HEIGHT Of each stand, not including spikes. TOP PLATE SIZE (CM) Width by depth of plattorm. Single figures indicate a square plattorm. Speakers generally overhang top plates. 

FILLABLE The stand can be mass-loaded with sand and/or lead to stop ringing. WELDED As opposed to bolt-together construction. NUMBER OF LEGS That support the stand. 

114 Hl·FI CHOICE september 2004 

HFC "Best Buy" 
HFC "Product of the Year" 

Call us to listen. 

tel: 01480 457300 

www.avidhifi.co.uk 
Contact us for your nearest dealer 
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BUYER'S BIBLE 

GLOSSARY 
TECHNICAL TERMS DESCRIPTIVE TERMS 

5.1-CHANNEL AUDIO Six discrete DOLBY PRO-LOGIC, DPL Forerunner ear is most sensitive, covering the AGGRESSIVE Forward and bright sound which lacks finesse. 

channels, typically front left and right, to DD that 'steers' information to the approximate frequency span from sonic character. GRIPA sense of control and 

centre, surround leh and right, and LFE front UR, centre and mono surround 160Hz up to lkHz. AMBIENCE The impression of an sturdiness in the bass. 

(low Frequency Efferu) for a subwoofer. channels via an analogue matrix. MP3 (MPEG layer 3) lossy compression acoustical space, such as the GRUNT See grip. 

BALANCE Most loudspeakers have a DRIVE UNIT/DRIVER A transducer format for digital audio that drastically performing hall in which a recording HARD Uncomfonable, forward, 

characteristic frequency balance resulting which converts electrical energy into reduces data content in order to squeeze was made. aggressive sound with a metallic 

from emphasising parts of the audio acoustic energy, eg bass driver, tweeter. music through internet connections or ANALYTICAL Highly detailed. tinge. 

range and/or de-emphasising others DSD (direa stream digital) The coding allow hundreds of CDs to be stored on a ARTICULATE Intelligibility of voice(s) HARSH Grating, abrasive. 

BASS The lowest three octaves of the format used for SACD offers a frequency hard disc. and instruments and the inte<actions IMAGING (stereo) The sense that a 

audio band - hence 'low bass' refers to response of over lOOkHz and a dynamic OUTPUT IMPEDANCE A measure of between them. voice or instrument is in a particular 

the bonom oaave (20-40Hz); 'mid-bass' range over 120dB, it has over four times resistance to alternating current, a source ATTACK The leading edge of a note place in the room. 

the middle oaave (40-80Hz); and 'upper the data capacity of CD. with low output impedance (below 100 and the ability of a system to JUICY Sound that has joie de vivre, 

bass' the 80-160Hz octave. DSP or Digital Signal Processor. ohms) helps ensure compatibility with reproduce the attack transients in energy and life. 

BI-AMP (sometimes tri-amp) Integrated circuit that handles the most amplifiers, even with long music. LOW-LEVEL DETAIL The quietest 

Loudspeakers equipped with separate decoding of digital audio streams. In 5.1 interconnect cables. BALANCE Essentially tonal balance, sounds in a recording. 

access terminals to each drive unit can processors it separates the left from right PCM (pulse code modulation) The the degree to which one aspect of the MUSICAL or musicality. A sense of 

be driven by separate (matching) power and front from rear while managing the digital coding system for analogue wave- sonic spectrum is emphasised above cohesion and subjective 'rightness' in 

amplifiers for each driver. various bass options forms used for CD and DVD. Quality is the rest. Also channel balance, the the sound. 

BI-WIRE (sometimes tri-wire) DTS or Digital Theatre Sound limited by the oversample and bit rates relative level of the left and right NATURALNESS Realism. 

Loudspeakers with separate access Competitor to Dolby Digital with a used - CD is 44.1kHz/t6-bit while stereo channels. OPAQUE Unclear, lacking 

terminals to each driver can be driven by reduced 41 compression ratio that. DVD-A is capable of 192kHz/24-bit BODY Fullness of sound, with transparency. 

separate cable runs between the amp ostensibly, promises higher quality. PRESENCE BAND Critical section of particular emphasis on upper bass. OPEN Sound which has height and 

and each driver. DVD-AUDIO High-resolution variant on the audio band at the point where Opposite of thin. 'air', relates to dean upper midrange 

CD-R Recordable CD that cannot be DVD offering up to 192kHz bandwidth midrange and treble meet. BOXY The sound of a loudspeaker and treble. 

erased, though discs that have nm been and 24-bit dynamic range. Discs are QUANTISATION NOISE A fDml of with audible cabinet resonances. PACE Ohen associated with rhythm, 

completely filled can have tracks added compatible with standard DVD players. distortion or noise resulting from errors in BRIGHT A sound that emphasises the a strong sense of timing and beat. 

until the disc is finalised. ELECTRICAL DIGITAL Any digital the desaiptkm of the musical signal by the upper midrange/lower treble. PRESENCE A sense of an instrument 

CD-RW Re-writable or re-recordable connection that uses an electrical cable digital code. DARK A tonal balance that tilts or voice occupying a place in the 

CD, incompatible with older CD players. rathe! than optical. lndudes the balanced SACD (Super Audio CD) was launched in downwards with increasing frequency. listening room. 

CLASS A The operation of an ('.AES/EBU') interrace. 1999 and is a Sony/Philips format based Opposite of bright PRESENCE RANGE The upper 

amplifying stage or device in which FILTERS Filters are intrinsic to digital on DSD coding that offers high resolution DECAY The fadeout of a note, it midrange. 

current always fiows, as opposed to audio, both analogue and digital. These stereo and multichannel sound from follows the attack. SEISMIC Very low bass that you feel 

Class B, where some of the devices are are often very sophisticated in design, hybrid discs that can also be played on DEFINITION (or resolution) The rather than hear. 

effectively turned off some of the time. and in total they probably have rather ordinary CD drives. ability of a component to reveal the SIBILANCE An emphasis of the 'S' 

Class A tends to have the advantage of more to do with the 'personality' of CD SAMPLE RATE The rate at which the subtle information that is fundamental sound, often heard on radio. 

offering lower distortion while Class B player sound than most other factors. musical waveform is sliced up into discrete to high fidelity sound. SNAP A system with good speed and 

tends to generate less heat. FREQUENCY RESPONSE The range chunks. For CD this is 44.1 kHz or once DEPTH (of image) The perception of transient response can deliver the 

CLASS AB Most praaical amps operate of frequencies, from low to high, which a every 0.02lmsec. DVD will also support music being reproduced behind the immediacy or 'snap' of live 

in Class A for the first fraction of a watt loudspeaker will reproduce. 48kHz and 96kHz. loudspeakers and inhabiting a instruments. 

and Class 8 thereafter. IMPEDANCE With speakers, the SENSITIVITY The relative loudness reproduction of the acoustic space of SPEED A fast system with good pace 

CLIPPING An amplifier's output complex electrical load that a that a speaker generates for a specific the original recording. gives the impression of being right on 

waveform is 'clipped' if the volume is loudspeaker presents to the amplifier voltage input. Expressed in decibels per DETAIL The most delicate elements the money in its timing. 

advanced too far and no more 'volts' are which is driving it. wan (dBNI). of the original sound and those which STURDY Solid, powerful, robust 

available to sustain ever-increasing JITTER An insidious distortion specific THX Standards system for home cinema are the first to disappear with lesser sound. 

power levels. Distortion increases to digital audio caused by the clock, set-ups which includes amplifier power equipment. THICK A lack of articulation and 

dramatically at this point. used to regulate the conversion of data and speaker dispersion characteristics. DRY A sound that is devoid of 'juice', clarity in the bass. 

CLOCK Any electronic oscillator that is into analogue audio, being imprecise. THX Ultra is more stringent than THX which usually comes across as fine- THIN Bass light 

used to generate a timing reference KBPS (Kilobits per second) Digital data Select. grained and lean. Also a loss of TIMBRE The tonal character of an 

signal. Used to synchronise the data rate measurement system used primarily TOSLINK The proprietary name given by reverberation as produced by a instrument. 

being taken from a disc. with highly compressed formats such as Toshiba to the optical fibre signal damped environment. TIMING A sense of precision in 

CROSSOVER A simple electrical net- MP3, DAB etc. The higher the amount, transmission system it invented for DYNAMIC The suggestion of energy tempo. See speed and pace. 

work which divides the full bandwidth the better the quality. consumer applications. and wide dynamic range. Related to TRANSIENT The leading edge of a 

signal received from the power amplifier, LINE LEVEL Practically every modern TRANSISTOR/MOSFET The two main perceived speed as well as contrasts in percussive sound. Good transient 

apportioning appropriate parts of the source component (except phono car- types of power semiconductor used in volume both large and small. response makes the sound as a whole 

spectrum to the various drive units. tridges) gives an output in the region of solid state amplifier output stages EU PHONIC An appealing form of more live and realistic. 

DAB (digital audio broadcasting). Digital 1-2V, referred to as 'line level'. It follows TREBLE High frequencies, the top end distortion that generally enhances TRANSPARENCY, transparent. A 

radio using frequencies in the band that all inputs labelled 'CD', 'tuner', ·aux" of the audio band, ie above 3kHz. perceived fidelity, often ascribed to hear-through quality that is akin to 

217.5 - 230MHz. Broadcasters use or 'tape' are designed for this input level TWEETER Treble driver. the harmonic elaborations of some clarity and reveals all aspects of detail. 

varying degrees of compression and offer and are thus interchangeable TWO/THREE-WAY loudspeaker valve amps. TWEAK To tune a system or 

a broad range of programming. LOSSLESS COMPRESSION A crossovers split the signal into two or FAST Good reproduction of rapid component in an attempt to get the 

DAC or Digital-to-Analogue Converter. method of reducing the number of data three frequency bands, a two-way transients which increase the sense of best performance from it. 

The stage in any digital component at bits {density) without corrupting the orig- speaker can have more than two realism and 'snap' TWEAKER Someone who enjoys this 

which incoming digital data is used to ina! description of the musical signal. drive units. FOCUS A strong, precise sense of process. 

reconstruct a recognisable analogue LOSSY COMPRESSION Reduction in WATTS (per channel) The wan is the image projection. VEILED loss of detail due to limited 

(music) waveform. data density by recourse to a psycho- unit of electrical power and the WPC FORWARD(NESS) Similar to an transparency. 

DOLBY DIGITAL acoustical model that predicts what is, rating is the maximum average aggressive sound, a sense of the WARM A fullness in the lower 

A compressed digital audio format that and what is not. 'audible' within a undistorted power that an amp can image being projected in front of the midrange/upper bass. 

typica!ly contains five or more entirely sequence of music. deliver to a typical speaker. However, speakers and of music being forced WEIGHT A sense of substance and 

discrete channels, eg 7.1 EX where side MIDRANGE The middle three or so speaker sensitivity variations can make upon the listener. underpinning produced by deep, 

and rear channels are used. octaves of the audio band, where the more difference than amplifier output. GRAINY A slightly raw, exposed controlled bass. 
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For your FREE copy of 

MUS\C 

www.audio-t.co.uk 

BASINGSTOKE 01256 324311 

2 feathers Lane 

basingstoke@audio-t.co.uk 

• 61 YEARS JOINT EXPERIENCE 

• 3 YEAR GUARANTEE ON Hi-FI 

BRENTWOOD 01277 264730 

30 Crown Street 

brentwood@audio-t.co.uk 

BRIGHTON 01273 609431 

69 London Road 

brighton@audio-t.co.uk 

BRISTOL 0117 926 4975 

65 Park Street 

bristo\@audio-excellence.co.uk 

CAMBERLEY 01276 685597 

173-17 5 London Road 

camberley@audio-t.co.uk 

CARDIFF 029 2022 8565 

134-136 Crwys Road 

cardiff@audio-exce\\ence.co.uk 

CHELTENHAM 01242 583960 

38 Winchcombe Street 

che\tenham@audio-t.co.uk 

CHESTER 01244 345576 

88/90 Boughton 

chester@audio-excellence.co.uk 

SEPARATES 

• FULL DEMONSTRATION FACILITIES 

• PRICE PROMISE 

EASTBOURNE 01323 731336 

4 Albert Parade, Green Street 

eastbourne@audio-t.co.uk 

• 10 DAY EXCHANGES 

• 30 DAY NO COST PENALT Y 

UPGRADES 

• PART EXCHANGES 

• INTEREST FREE OPTION ON SALES 

OVER £250* 

ENFIELD 020 8367 3132 

159a Chase Side 

enfie\d@audio-t.co.uk 

EPSOM 01372 748888 

15 Upper High Street 

epsom@audio-t.co.uk 

EXETER 01392 491194 

MAIN BRANDS 

STOCKED: 

ACOUSTIC ENERGY 

AMX 

APOLLO 

AR CAM 

ARCAM fMJ 

ATACAMA 

AUDIO TECHNICA 

AUDIONET 

AUDIOPHILE BASE 

AUDIOVECTOR 

AVI 

s&W 

B&W NAUTILUS 

SANDRIDGE 

BEYER DYNAMIC 

BLACK RHODIUM 

BOSTON 

BRYSTON 

CHORD COMPANY 

CHORD ELECTRONICS 

CLAS SE 

CRESTRON 

CYRUS 

DE NON 

DYNAUDIO 

DYNAVECTOR 

ELA( 

EPOS 

GOLD RING 

GRADO 

HUTIER 

ISOBLUE 

1soTEK 

1xos 

JAMO 

KEF 

LEXICON 

LINN 

LIVING CONTROL 

LOEWE 

LUTRON 

Ml ACOUSTICS 

MARANTZ 

MERIDIAN 

MICHELL 

ENGINEERING 

MILLER & KREISELL 

MISSION 

MUSICAL FIDELITY 

NAD 

NAIM 

NEC 

NORDOST 

oNKYO 

OPTIMUM 

ORTOfON 

PANASONIC 

PARASOUNO 

PARTINGTON 

PIONEER 

PMC 

PRIMARE 

PRO AC 

PRO-JECT 
• HOME LOANS AND HOME 

DEMONSTRATIONS 

*Subject to status. Written details on request 

156 Sidwell Street 

exeter@audio-excel\ence.co.uk 

GLOUCESTER 01452 300046 

58 Bristol Road 

g\oucester@audio-excellence.co.uk 

PURE DIGITAL 

QED 

QUAD 

QUADRASPIRE 

REGA 

REL 

AT HOME 

The Ultimate Guide 2004 

HIGH wvcoMBE 01494 558585 

30-32 Castle Street 

wycombe@audio-t.co.uk 

LONDON: W. HAMPSTEAD 

ROBERTS 

ROTEL 

ROYD 

RUARK 

SENNHEISER 

SHARP 

FREEPHONE 

osoo 101501 

(quote rel HK04J) 

or vist our web site at 

www.music-at-home.co.uk 

l 

020 7794 7848 

190 West End Lane 

hampstead@audio-t.co.uk 

OXFORD 01865 765961 

19 Old High Street, Headington 

oxtord@audio-t.co.uk 

PORTSMOUTH 023 9266 3604 

29 London Road, North End 

portsmouth@audio-t.co.uk 

READING 0118 958 5463 

4 Queens Walk, Broad Street Mall 

reading@audio-t.co.uk 

SOUTHAMPTON 023 8025 2827 

10-12 Hursley Road 

Chandlers Ford 

southampton@audio-t.co.uk 

SWANSEA 01792 474608 

91-ligh Street 

swansea@aud io-excel \ence .co. uk 

SWINDON 01793 538222 

60 Fleet Street 

swindon@audio-t.co.uk 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS 

01892 525666 

6 High Street 

tunbridge@audio-t.co.uk 

WORCESTER 01905 619059 

Independence House 

The Trinity 

worcester@audio-excellence.co.uk 

All shops are closed on Sundays 

and Mondays 

SIM 2 
so NANCE 

soNUS s 

YSTEMS 

souNDSTYLE 

SPEAKERCRAfT 

SPENDOR 

STANDS UNIQUE 

TANNOY 

TEAC 

TIVOLI RADIO 

TOM EVANS 

TOTEM ACOUSTIC 

TOWNSHEND 

AUDIO 

VAN DEN HUL 

WHARfEDALE 

WILSON 

BENESCH 

YAMAHA 

Not all 

brands are 

stocked 

at all 
stores. 

Please 

check 
before 

travelling. 



ACCESSORIES SHOP 

Welcome to the Hi-Fi Choice accessories shop 
Choice Bits is the easy way to buy the best audio accessories available today. Simply pick up the phone, 
order on line, drop us an email or fill out the order form below and pop it in the post. It couldn't be simpler' 

Last issue we featured the marvellous 

L'Art du Son, almost certainly one of 

the best LP cleaners on the market, 

and without a doubt the most 

environmentally friendly vinyl cleaning 

solution around. 

This issue we have the digital 

equivalent, the highly regarded Optrix 

CD Cleaner & Clarifier. Optrix can be 

used on any disc - CDs, DVDs, 

DVD-Audio discs and SACDs. 

For our full selection of quality audio 

accessories please visit our dedicated 

website, www.choicebits.co.uk 

SHOWCASE 

Optrix CD 

Cleaner 

High quality CO 
cleaning fluid 

Key Features 
• Cleans and 

Clarifies al! digital 
media 

• Suitable for CDs, 
DVDs and SACOs 

• Simple and easy 
to use 

• One bottle will 
clean up to 100 
CDs or DVDs 

Optrix CD Cleaner & Clarifier 
Optrix can be used on CDs, DVDs, 

SACDs, in fact just about any audio or 

video disc. Regular use of this 'magic' 

fluid will dramatically improve sound 

and picture on virtually all systems. It 

helps prevent CDs skipping and 

improves the optics of all CD and DVDs 

simply by removing accumulated dust 

and grease. It 's easy to use - simply 

spray on and wipe off. One bottle 

should bring 100 CDs or DVDs to life. 

"This product is nothing short of 

sensational, and markedly improved the 

sound of both CDs and DVD-Audio 

discs." - Myles B. Astor, Ultimate Audio. 

Only £16.95 

m 0870 240 7228 :]�: www.choicebits.co.uk 
ANALOGUE ACCESSORIES 

Cardas 180g Frequency Sweep LP £21.95 D 
Clearaudio Stroboscopic Test Record E24.95 D 
Clearaudio Stroboscopic Light £69.95 D 
Clearaudio Deluxe Bubble Level £2195 D 
Clearaudio Clever Record Clamp El2.95 D 
Clearaudio Quadra Record Clamp E69.95 D 
Clearl1ght Audio (RD() Record Puck £54.95 D 
Loricraft Stroboscopic Light £49.95 D 
Michell Engineering Record Clamp £22.95 D 
Michell Universal Dust Cover £44.95 D 
Ortofon T Force Tracking Force Gauge £795 D 
Pebbles The Weight' Rega Modification E67.95 D 
Polaris Plus Stylus Alignment Gauge £5 95 D 
Pro·Ject Bubble Level El4.95 D 
Ringmat's How to Set Up A Turntable £750 D 
Ringmat Developments The Ring mat £49.95 D 
Ringmat Anniversary Ringmat £69 95 D 
Shure Stylus Force Gauge E24.95 D 
'The Producer's Cut' Test LP E24.95 D 

DIGITAL ACCESSORIES 

Allsop DVD Optimiser/Laser Lens Cleaner £19.95 D 
Aud10Prism CD Blacklight'"' £39 95 D 
AVIA Home Theatre Set-Up & Calibration £39 95 D 
A·Z CO Clips E7.95 D 
Bedini Hand Held Clarifier Mkll £69.95 D 
Compact Dynamics CD Plus £14.95 D 
Compact Dynamics CD UpGrade £14.95 D 
Densen DeMagic CD £11.95 D 
Digital Video Essentials (PAL) DVD Set-Up Disc El9.95 D 
Furutech RD-2 Disc Demagnetizer £219.95 D 
lsoTek System Enhancer, DeMag & Rejuvenation CD £14 95 D 
Lasertrack CD2000 Set-Up Disc E19.95 D 
Marigo Orpheus CD Crossbow Mat £79.95 D 
Opus3 Showcase (HDCO) £14.95 D 
Richard Black's U.S.H.E.R. CO E14.95 D 
Ringmat CDi Blue £39 95 D 
Ringmat The Statmat Mkll £19.95 D 
Sound Improvement Disc (Model 14/15) El?.95 D 
Ultra Burn·ln CD3000 E24.95 D 
XLO Reference Test & Burn-tn CD £24.95 D 

CARE/ CLEANING PRODUCTS ISOLATION RACKS · CONES 

Allsop Carbon Edge Laser Lens Cleaner £14.95 D Clearl19ht Audio RDC Aspekt Rack Black 4 Shelf £549.95 D 
Allsop CO & DVD Fast Wipes £4.95 D Clearligl1t Audio RDC 1 Cones (Qty 4) £39.95 D 
Allsop CD Scratch Repair Kit £12.95 D Clearlight Audio RDC 2 Cones (Qty 4) £29.95 D 
Allsop Radial CD Cleaner E 10.95 D Clearl19ht Audio RDC Cone Cups (Qty 4) £17.95 D 
Allsop Motorised Scratch Repair System £29.95 D Clearlight Audio RDC 3 Cones (Qty 4) E44.95 D 
Clearaudio Carbon Fibre Record Brush El3.95 D Clearlight Audio RDC 5 Cones (Qty 4) £17.95 D 
DeoxlT Contact Cleaner {200ml) £ 13.95 D Clearlight Audio RDC SPP Platform £ 109.95 D 
Gotdring Exstatic Deluxe Record Brush £14 95 D Eben Cold Ray Isolation Feet (Steel) (Qty 4 I £49.95 D 
Goldring Exstatic Record Sleeves £11.95 D IXOS Sorbothane Feet (Oty 4) E19.95 D 
Knosti Disco Antistat Manual Record Cleaner £44 95 D Nordost Pulsar Points (Aluminium) (Qty 4) £54.95 D 
Knosti Record Cleaning Fluid ( 1 Litre ) El4.95 D Spectral Foculpods Support Systems (Qty 4) £14.95 D 
l'Art du Son Record Cleaner (SLitre) £27.95 D Spectral Poli pods Support Systems (Qty Bi E14 95 D 
Last All-Purpose Record Cleaner £39.95 D Townshend 3D Seismic Isolation Platform £234.95 D 
Last Record Preservative £39.95 D Voodoo AIRTEK (430x360mm / 20kg) £234.95 D 
last Stylus Cleaner £19.95 D 
Last Stylast Stylus Treatment E29.95 D AUDIO BOOKS 
lyra SPT Stylus Cleaner £24.95 D 
Nagaoka Antistatic Record Inner Sleeves (Qty 50) El4 95 

Optrix CD Cleaner & Clarifier £16.95 

On2ow Zerodust Stylus Cleaner £29.95 

ProGold Contact Enhancer (ProGold 20ml) E 13.95 

D 
D 
D 
D 

The Complete Guide To High End Audio 

Home Theatre For Everyone 

How to Set Up And Fine Tune A Turntable 

The LP Is Back 

E24.95 o 
£19.95 o 

£750 o 
£9.95 o 

Unbranded Inner Sleeves (Qty I 00) £24.95 D 
Order Form 

Orders can also be placed online: www.choicebits.co.uk 

Name: 

Address: 

Postcode: Tel: 

Cheque/postal order enclosed for£ ___ made payable to Choice Bits 
Or please charge my Visa/Mastercard/Amex/Switch Card number 

DODD DODD DODD DODD DOD Signature ______ _ 

Valid From Expires 

How to order: 

Simply complete this order form, fill in your details and sent 
it to: P.O. Box 5996, NEWBURY, RG20 4XH 
Alternatively, give us a call on: 0870 240 7228 
email: orders@choicebits.co.uk 
Order online: www.choicebits.co.uk 

Issue number (Switch) -------------

UK postage: 

Postage is £2.00 for the first item and fl.00 thereafter. 
All Prices include VAT at 17.5%. 
European/ International sales: 

Overseas sales are welcome - please call for a postage 
quotation. Sales outside the EU are VAT exclusive 

This service is operated by hififorsale.com Ltd (registered address) uading as Choice Bits under license from Future Publishing Ltd. Your order will be fulfiled by hififorsale 
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DEN ON 

C• 
CELESTIQ_� 

B&W 
Bowers & Wilkins 

MUSICAL FIDELITY 

(((AE))) 
ACOUSTIC ENERGY 

CHORD• eProAc Panasonic T4:Mclare� 
perfectly natural 

• 

a 

See and hear 

CTJIHIDn 

Roksan 

Pioneer 
sound. vision.soul 

1···�1 

SONY 

m .... .-.-•z· 

PREMIUM 

i 
PURE 

the award-winners 

in store 

AR CAM 

DiVA 
ARCAM M 

Are you someone who is not easily satisfied? Someone who demands the very best, the 
latest or perhaps the purest? Then you are going to love seeing what Unilet have in store. 

Whether you are looking for a turntable or a state-of-the-art 

home cinema set up, or perhaps that elusive speaker cable 

that you read about in an American hi-fi magazine, you are 

likely to find it at Unilet. For years Unilet has been the place 

for the serious audiophile. 

So why not come in and see us? You'll find us 

tucked away off the High Street, opposite 

Waitrose in New Malden, Surrey. We're 

just yards away from the BR station and 

a couple of minutes from the A3. the symbol of secu rity 

For a copy of our latest 

price list please call: 

020 8942 9567 
or check us out on the web: 

www.unilet.net 

Unilet Sound and Vision Ltd. 
35 High Street, 
New Malden, 
Surrey KT3 4BY 
Fax: 020 8336 0820 The Hidden Hi-Fi Store 



THE ONLY FREE PRIVATE ADS 

s£Rv1cE '" • uK �Hi MAG 
Pre·owned hi-Ii [Reader Classified] 

READER CLASSIFIED 
Welcome to Hi-Fi Choice Reader Classified, the UK's premiere free 

service for second hand hi-fi. These pages are a must-read if you're 

thinking about buying used kit, and if you want to sell something it's 

definitely the place to be. It's FREE to place an advertisement -

simply submit your ad of up to twenty words, remembering to 

FOR SALE 

AIWA LCX7 micro hi-fi, good 

cond, £SO. 0191 4170346 

(Tyne & Wear) 

ARCAM ASS with phono, silver, 

mint, £SSO. PSS power amp, 

silver mint, £3SO. 01493 66S761 

(Gt Yarmouth). 

ARCAM ASS/ PSS excellent 

cond, black, (fl,3SO) £8SO. Can 

demo, 0117 9498117 (Bristol) 

AVONDALE AUDIO amps. Pre 

(brown), power supply, SOW 

monoblocks (black), £200. 0190S 

770810 or andrew.chandler 

@dsl.pipex.com (Worcester). 

CAMBRIDGE AUDIO AZUR 

640C CD player. As new, one year 

guarantee, flSO. Van den Hui 

0102 Mklll phono leads, 12m 

pair, £SO. 02380 274494 

(Southants) 

CASTLE HARLECH S2, 

mahogony, superb, £SOO. Arcam 

Alpha 7SE CD, flSO. NAO C370 

amp, £200. Little used, 

raybettle@hotma i I.corn 

(Scotland). 

EPOS ES14 speakers in black ash 

inc stands. l S years old but lovely 

cond, bargain at £12S.John OllS 

9736820 (Nottingham). 

EPOS ES-22 floorstanding 

speakers in walnut real wood 

finish. Superb sound and in 

perfect cond, with original 

packaging. (£1,200) £S2S ono. 

Steve 01707 6S298S (Herts). 

EXPOSURE XXlll/ XXVlll 

pre/power amps, (£2,800) 

£ l ,SOO. HFC Best Buy. l S months 

old, good cond. 020 7609 2764 

or email robinhull 

@macunlimited.net (N London). 

FOCAL-JM LAB COBALT S26 

Signature, 12 months old, as new, 

(£1,480) £9SO ono 0161 827 

9SOO (Manchester). 

HI-FI CHOICE and What Hi-Fi? 

magazines from 1994 to early 

2001. Mint cond, £30. 07980 

363127 (Tyne & Wear) 

KEF Q3S.2S floorstanding 

speakers, dark apple, excellent 

cond, three years old, boxed, 

(£3SO) £17S. Roy 01933 62618S 

(Northants). 

KEF Q4 speakers, dark apple 

finish, boxed, as new, £200. 

01279 6Sl860 (Herts). 

KEF REFERENCE MODEL 1 

floorstanders, black ash finish. 

KEF 100 centre speaker, video 

grey finish. KEF 6S OS Dipole 

surround speakers in black finish, 

all good cond and boxed, £SOO. 

Neil 01780 480624 (Lines) 

MARANTZ PM7200KI 

amplifier, unwanted gift. As new, 

full UK warranty, £300. 02380 

274494 (Southants) 

MUSICAL FIDELITY Nu-Vista 

30 and M3 (valve/transistor 

hybrid CD and integrated). Boxed, 

good cond, (£6,000) fS,000 ono. 

John 07931 S38619 (Forfar) 

MUSICAL FIDELITY XLP-S 

mm/me phono amp. As new, 

boxed (flSO) £8S. Mr Smith 

01903 247779 (Sussex) 

NAO SlOO preamp, two C370 

power amps, S400 tuner, Tannoy 

S 10 speakers. One year old, mint, 

boxes and instructions, fl,700. 

May split Mick 01707 377090 

(Welwyn Garden City). 

NAIM NAC102 preamp £400. 

Rega Planet CD player £2SO. 

Rega h'phone amp, £SO. Grado 

SR60 headphones, £40. All perf 

cond. 01604 414216 (N'ampton). 

include your name, phone number and home town. If you can, please 

help us by emailing ads to: dan.george@futurenet.co.uk. Alternatively, 

mail to: READER CLASSIFIED, HI-FI CHOICE, 99 BAKER 

STREET LONDON, Wl U 6FP. Please note that this service is open 

to private advertisers only. 

NAKAMICHI DR-1 cassette 

deck. Semi-Pro, three head, 

azimuth tuning control. Perfect 

working cond. Never used, £300. 

Steve 07973 334623 (W Mids). 

PATHOS LOGOS valve amp, 

latest version with pre/ outs. Five 

months old, £1,799. Sony SCDl 

SACD/CD player, 11 months old 

Sony guarantee, £2,099. Both 

items pristine and boxed. 07979 

903989 (Bristol). 

PIONEER SOS Precision CD 

player with Tom Evans upgrade. 

Acoustic Precision mains conder, 

mint cond, £440 ono. 01633 

680S2S or richard.james@ 

mailbox.tv (Newport). 

QUAD 44 preamp, grey, phono, 

mint £2SO. Quad 40S-2 vgc £200. 

Mike 017S8 613790 (N Wales) 

REVOLVER R33 speakers, brand 

new, unwanted prize, (£499) 

£300. 0190S 610628 (Worcs). 

ROKSAN CASPIAN integrated 

amp, f27S. Power amp, £1 SO. CD 

Player, £27S. Monitor Audio 

studio 20 SE speakers, £6SO. 

Ernest 020 8303 4699 (London). 

RUARK EQUINOX speakers with 

dedicated stands. Rare chance to 

buy these lovely speakers. Mint 

BUYING TIPS 

WANTED 

KEF 1319 flat piston bass 

drivers or any Lentek monitor 

internals and complete drivers. 

07719 1SS368 Dave (Skegness). 

KEF REFERENCE Model 

Four·Two loudspeakers any finish 

except albina burr. Cash waiting, 

Martyn. 01494 44500S (Bucks). 

cond in makers' boxes, £7SO ono. 

023 8073 893S (Southants) 

SONNETEER SEDLEY MM/MC 

phono amp, silver, vgc. Box and 

manual £210. 01903 247779 

(Sussex). 

SONY SCDl SACD/CD player. 

Sony's ultimate statement. 

Digital filters, pristine cond, 

11-month Sony guarantee, 

£2,099. 07979 903989 (Bristol). 

VDH 0102 II interconnect cable, 

0.8m, (£90) £40. lsoplugs, (£60) 

£3S. Three Art Q-Rings, (£60) £2S. 

Four Ferrite clamps, (£2S) £10. 

Stuart 01384 394441 (West Mids) 

YAMAHA CDX-S30E CD player, 

classic equipment, really 

wonderful sound, black, with 

remote control. £40 no offers. 

01268 41S017 (Essex). 

Buying second·hand can be a great way to pick up a bargain. A formerly 

expensive second-hand component might well prove a better long-term bet 

than a brand-new product if the price is right. 

Do some research on which brands have a good service back-up, so if 

something does go wrong, you can get it fixed. Unless you purchase from a 

dealer, you're unlikely to get any warranty, so it's up to you to ensure the 

fitness of any gear that you buy. 

Usually, speakers should be less prone to breakdown than amps, and amps 

should be more reliable than CD players. But any abused component could 

be trouble - have a proper dem, and judge the seller as well as the goods' 
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[ Classified ] Dealer Guide 

LOUDSPEAKERS 

Award Winning Retailers ... 

The North of England Hi-Fi Specialists 
� Quality Hi-Fi separates from £100 to £10,000 

� Widest choice in the area � Independent advice 

� Consumers Choice Gold Award Winners 

� Over 35yrs experience � Qualified staff 

� Comfortable dem rooms � Superb showrooms 

� Main road location � Major car parks nearby 

� Insurance estimates � Service Dept. 
� Up to 3 years Interest Free Credit* only 20% deposit 

� Carriage Free Mail Order (inc. credit) ·subject to status 

� Delivery & installation 

� Part Exchange 
�Open 10:30am - 5:30pm 6 days: Mon. to Sat. 
� Visa, Mastercard, Switch etc. 

24 Gillygate, York Y031 7EQ 

Tel: 01904 629659 

www.Vickers-HiFi.co.uk 

r in high 11delity 1ound reproduction - 1ince t 961 



Dealer Guide [ Classified ] 
SALES & SERVICES MAIL ORDER 

RE.Vax 
SERVICE 

THE MANUFACTURERS' 
APPOINTED SERVICE COMPANY 

RE.Vax 
SERVICE 

Correct Revox Spare Parts Pricing 

24 Hour Estimation procedure 

Manufacturer Upgrades and Advice 

Delivery and Collection Service 

Comprehensive Guarantees 

Factory Trained Engineers 

Rapid Response Turnaround 

Full Revox range serviced 

VVritten Technical Reports 

Late Evening Opening 

-r-H EA A-r-ECH ND LO GV C::EM::E TED 
TTL House, Sheep1:ick End, Near Lidling1:on. Bedfordshire. MK43 OSF 

Telephone 01525 841999 Facsimile 01525 841009 

DEVON 

free advice in a relaxed & friendly atmosphere - 2 demonstration rooms • 

childs play area - home demonstrations - 0% finance available -
mon - sat 9am - 5pm - out of hours appointments 

www.hifichoice.co. uk 
LINCOLNSHIRE 

Lend us your ears and 
'1Ve'll blo'1V your mind . 

Arcan1, ATC, B & W, Celestion, Denor1, 
Kef, Marantz, Meridian, Mjtchell, 

Mission, NAD, Pioneer, Panasonic, Quad, Ratel, 
Ruark, Sony, Tag McLaren, Tannoy, Teac, Technics, 

Yahan,a and n,ore. 

Audition the very best at Lincolnshire's 
premier Hi-Fi dealer ... 

ANDERS 
,.._A-UD I O-•TV•-VIDE-0& .... f-FI LTD. SATELLITE SALES 

2-4 EDWARD STREET (Off Pasture St.) 
GRIMSBY. TEL: (01472) 351391 

Arcam DV89 DVD Player 
Mult1-reg1on PAL Progressive Scan 

DVD-Audio 

RRP £1300 
Hot Deal £599 

Yamaha RXV440 6 1 Receiver 
+ Celest1on AVP305 Speakers {Sister 

system to KEF KHT 2005) + Cable Pack 

Total RRP £1190 
Hot Deal £660 

01743 236055 

SOUND IMPROVEMENTS 

Is This Your Problem? 

E) 0 0 
Loud Too Loud Way Too Loud 

It's a common problem. The usable range on the 
volume control la all down at the bottom end and 
fine control at low llatenlng levels la either difficult 
or lmpoaslble. The noise floor may be audible too. 
There la now a simple and effective solution • the 
Roth-II In-Line Attenuatora. They can be uaed 

Here's Your 
Answer 

� ' � 
"10� 
�ltlll 
!!Ym.,, 

�IG!f 
��� 

with pralpower or Integrated amps to cure 

'-1l••··��'ri the problems of exceaa gain and bring sonic i "' 
benefits even with the moat expensive equlpm 

The cost Is only £39 per pair delivered.� 

01204 366133 or visit www.rothwellaudioproducts.co.uk 
Excellent..- in HI-A Choice, HI-FI Work!. Hl·A Plus, What HI-A and www.tnt-eudlo.com 
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BUCKS 

Going to be lucky? 

Only very few 

will ever get to see 

the Limited Edition 

Electra Be speakers 

from Focal-JMlab. 

• 

Clue No. I 

ring .. 

�SOUND GALLERY 
01494 531682 

65 Castle Street, High Wycombe Bucks HP13 6RN 
http://www.soundgallery.co.uk 

email: home@soundgallery.co.uk 

BUCKS 

Selected products include: 
•Audio Note Dac2.1 Signature 

•Chord Signature Cables 
·Cut Loose Audio amplification 

•Graves Audio speakers and amplifiers 
•lsotek Gii mains products 

•Living Voice Aud�orium. Avatar & OBX-R2 
•Music First Audio TVC transformer pre amplmer 

•Nordost signal and mains cables 
•PMC GB1, FB1 and OB1 loudspeakers 

·ProAc Reference D38 Loudspeakers 
·Shanling CDT-80 valve CD player 

•Silver Arrow cables silver foil cables 
•Something Solid suspended racks 

•StoetKit valve amplifiers 
•Sugden electronics 

•Unison Research Electronics 
•Verdier Control B valve pre amplifier 

·Voodoo Airtech supports 
and many more .. 

Please see our vvebsite for more details, plus 
show reports, special offers and accessories. 

We hold what we believe are the last remaining stock from 
Clearcover. who sadly ceased trading in May 2004. Whilst stocks 
last we are able to offer these superb turntable covers and bases at 
discounted prices. 
Call for more information or visit our website. 

Noteworthy DIY 
•Stoetklt superb range of Valve amplifier kits starting from 
£395, •Audio Note Dae K�s from £550. •Lowther drive units, 
•PHY Drive un� and connectors . •KR Valves, •Wonder Sol­

der, •Eichmann phono and 4mrn plugs. ofurutech IEC sock­
ets and plugs. •Inca Gold plated mains plug, •DeoxlT contact 
cleaner1 •Unsleeved O.Smm Pure silver Yllire. 
Visit noteworthyaudio.co.uk/diy for further details or call to 
reserve a copy of our soon to be released DIY brochure. 

NOTEWORTHY AUDIO 
36 Buckingham Street, Aylesbury, Bucks. HP20 2LH. 

Open 9 30 to 5 30 Tuesday to Sa turday 

Tel: 01296 422224 
www.not ewo rth yaud10.co.uk 

BRIGHTON HIFI EXCHANGI 
www.hifiguy.co.uk 

01424 201157 OR 07734 436180 

e We are the south coasts leading 

stockists of quality used and ex dem 

HIFI equipment. 

• We will travel anywhere in the 

country to pickup or deliver equipment 

e We update our website everyday 

with used and xdem equipment 

e We are also agents for the following 

products: plus many others. 

We have just been 
appointed the 
dealership for 
the superb Oracle 
Delphi turntable 
Now on demonstration 
(Read July 2004 issue of Hifi News magazine 

MAGNAPLANER 3.3R (BOXED AS NEW) .  . . .  £1,200 . . . .  £N/A 
MICROMEGA STAGE 6 BOXED. . .... £450 . . . . . . . . . .  900 

VOYD \/ALDI/RB 300 . . .. £450 . . . . . . . . .  £N/A 
AUDIO RESEARCH D125 ...................... . .. £1,400. . £5,500 
MARTIN LOGAN SEQUALS/SL3 PANELS . . . . • . .  , .. ,, .. , .... £1,200 . . . . . . . . .  EN/A 
AUDIOMECA MEPHISTO 11 X TRANS, 
PLUS ENKIANTHUS MK2 DAC. . .. £4,250. . ... £6,800 
ROSKAN XERZEX/ARTAMEZ . . . _ £795 . . . £N/A 
AUDIO RESEARCH SP10 . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . , .. , , . . . . . . ... £POA . . . . . . . . .  £N/A 
AUDIO RESEARCH LS5 Mk2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . • • . . . . . . .  £2,000. . . £5,500 
KRELL FPB300.. £3,750. . . £9,000 
REFERENCE 3A ROYAL VIRTUOSOS. . .. £2,450 . .  _ . . . . .  £4,400 
KRELL KSA50 S . . ..... £1,400 .. . . .. . . £3,500 
ATC SCM1 OOA/Ps . £3,000. . .. £8,500 
WESTERN ELECTRIC GOTHAMS . . . .. £7,500 . .. . _ . .  £14,000 
MARANTZ CDl 1 LE (clocked). . £850. . .. £2,500 
AUDIO RESEARCH LS2 PRE (AS NEW, BOXED). £750. . .. £2,500 
AUDIO RESEARCH LS7 PRE (AS NEW, BOXED) . . . . . .  £595 . . . . . . . .  £1,700 
MARTIN LOGAN QUEST Z. . .. £1,900. . . £5,500 
AUDIO RESEARCH CLASSIC 120 MONOS . .  £2,450.. . . £7,200 
AUDIO RESEARCH VT150 MONOS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . • . . . .  £4,500.. . £12,000 
MARK LEVINSON no39..................... . ........ £1,800.. . . £5,500 
MARK LEVINSON 331 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . ........ £2,200 . .... . . . £4,500 
BAT VK60 (poweramp). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £2,220 . . . . . . . .  £4,450 
MARK LEVINSON 360 DAC . . . . • . . . . . . . . • . . • . . .  £3,200. . £7,995 
BAT VK5SE (cd player) . £3,25 

BATVK5 (cd player). . . . . . . . . . • . . ..... £2,400.. . . £4,500 
MERIDIAN 565\/ (multimedia). . ....... £350 . . . . . . . . . .  £n/a 
BRYS TON 2B. . • .  , ... , . . . .... £350 . . . . . . . . .  £800 
PASS LABS ALEPH 4 (poweramp). . ... £2,200 . . . . . . . .  £5,700 
CHORD SPM600[poweramp . . ........ £1,200 . . . . . . . .  £2,250 
PLINIUS LAD (preamp)............... . .... £1,500 . . . . . . . . £2,950 
PASS LABS ALEPH P (preamp) . . . . . . . . . . • • . • • . . • . . .  £1,450. . £3,500 
KRELL FPB 700 ex . . ................................ £8,500. . - £15,000 
QUAD 1 ls plus PRE (AS NEW, BOXED) . . . . . . .  £600. £n/a 
LUMLEY ST 70 (poweramp) . . ... £1,200. . .... £2,700 
KRELL FPB 600c . . . £6,250. . . £14,000 
QUAD 11 FORTY (pre/monos). . . . . . . . . . . . . £2,500. . £4,000 
MARANTZ SC22/MA22 (pre/monos) . . . £1,000. . . £3,000 
SPENDOR BCl s (boxed) . . . . . • . . . . . • . . . . ... £295. . ...... £n/a 
MARANTZ SC22/MA24 (pre/monos) . . . . . . . . .  £1,500 . . . ... . . £4,250 
MARANTZ CD23 (very rare) . . £1,800. £4,500 

THIS IS A VERY SMALL SELECTION OF OUR USED AND EX OEM STOCK, 

FOR MORE UPTO DATE LISTING PLEASE PHONE OR CHECK WEBSITE 

www.hifiguy.co.uk 
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HI-FI CHOICE WEB WATCH 

AUDIO MODS 

www.avihifi.com 

... . ,._. , - "" �lii . A',..;. ,.;_ 

LONDON 

THE INNOVATIVE 

HI-FI, HOME CINEMA 

& MULTI-ROOM 

RETAILER/INSTALER 

SERVING LONDON 

FROM BATTERSEA 

ORANGES & 

LEMONS 
Friendly and effi<ient service 0% Finance availoble 

JUICY FRUIT FROM LONDON'S 

FRESHEST RETAILER 
ARCAM B&W CABLE TALK CASTLE CHORD CREEK 

DENON El'OS LINN MARANTZ NAD NAIM NEAT l'MC 

... :;;_; QED REGA ROKSAN ROTEL RUARK STANDS UNIQUE 

SOUNDSTYLE YAMAllA XANTECH "nd many othus 

020 7924 2040 
61/63 WEBBS ROAD, SW 11 
!!�� website: www.oandlhifi.co.uk !'£'!�� 

BRISTOL 

"V'audio 
Hi-Fi Consultants 

Home demonstrations and honest advice a speciality, 
using specially selected equipmem from 

AVl,ATC,AUDIO ANALOGUE,ALR JORDAN,ALON, ELECTROCOMPANIET, 

HEYBROOK, RUARK, SHEARNE, OPERA, ORACLE, MICHELL, MARK LE VINSON etc. 

"\. 

Home cinema on demonstration using: 
SONY, NAKAMICHI, HARMAN-KARDON, DAVIS, 

SIM2, STEWART SCREENS, JAM BO, TRIANGLE, etc. 

Please ring for an appointment 
36 Druid Hill, Stoke Bishop, Bristol BS9 lEJ_ 

Tel: 0117 968 6005 
www_vaudio.co.uk 

AV ACCESSORIES 

a star solutions 

� AV Converters & Adapters 

Video leads 

Stereo Audio Leads 

You con poy by cheque 0t poy by 
credit/debit cord using our secue 

""""'""""" 

a star solutions specialises in audio I 
video leads. adapters and accessories. 
We are an online business, so we have 

low overheads and can pass savings 
straight on to you. 

Scarf Conlrol 
Centre 
£19.99 

HQ Fial Searl Lead 
£11.99 

-
Slereo Pre-Amp 

£19.99 

128Mb USS 
Memory Slick 

£28.99 

www.astarsolutions.co.uk 

SPEAKER KITS FROM I.P.L. ACOUSTICS 
The IPL range now includes six superb biwired Transmission Lines using top 

quality drive units and components to achieve sound quality and bass ex1ension 

equivalent to speakers costing in the range of £800 to £3,000. The P lus Kits 

include all that is required apa11 from the woodwork. but plain or veneered 

cabinet ki1s arc available. The S3tl is a new kit with advanced polyprop. custom 

built bass unil and excellent SEAS I" fabric dome 1wee1er. 

KIT SPEAKER UNITS CAHSIZEmm PLUS KIT P&P 

M3tl S" Morel, I" Seas trcb 810 x 191 x 261 £226.00 £9.50 

S3tl 6.5'' IPL PP. l" Seas lreb 903 x 230 x 350 £200.00 £10.00 

S3tlm 6.5" IPL metal. I" Seas trcb 903 x 230 x 350 £248.00 £10.00 

S3tlm Rib 6.5" IPL metal, Ribbon treb 903 x 230 x 350 £403.00 £10.00 

S4tl 8" Audax 1-!DA, Seas trcb 960 x 276 x 400 £275.00 £11.00 

S51l 10" Audax. 5" mid, I" treb 1080 x 320 x 400 £435.00 £12.00 

Send cheque or 1>0slal order nrnde payable to Mr I. P. Leslie al 

IPL ACOUSTICS, Chelsea Villa, Torrs Park, llfracombe, Devon EX34 SAY. 

01271 867439. 

Alternatively visit our website at ipl:icoustics.co.uk. or send a 44p SAE for 

catalogue detailing Transmission line. Hi Fi. and AV kits. including: Active 

subwoofers. drive units, Silver PTFE cables, and Quality Accessories. 

www.iplacoustics.co.uk 

HI-FI CHOICE WEB WATCH 

SUFFOLK 

sumiko 

>cables 

chord company 

nordost · 

w i c h 

3)655171 
6 5 5 1 7 l. 

sig nals. uk.com 

• nals. uk. com 

www,MonoPulse.co.uk 

ACROSS 
32. Does exact ly what it says - in the 1in? 

�J-if@+I 
• \'\'e sa.) our synchronised-trnnsicnt .'ileel-bound 

speakers give startling real ism . 
•HJ-FI Choice: "delivers a coherance and timing 

that's positively electrifying." 

HI-FI/HOME CINEMA 

HI-FI & HOME THEATRE SPECIALISTS 

HI-FI. 
HOME CINEMA. 

PLASMA TV. 
CUSTOM INSTALL. 
87 CLAYTON STREET 

NEWCASTLE 
www.globalhificentre.com 
info@globalhificentre.com 

T: 0191230 3600 
,.. 

NA 

HERTFORDSHIRE 
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LONDON 

O'Brien Hi-Fi � 
AUDIO NOTE• AUDIO RESEARCH • AUDIO TECHNICA •BEYER• CABLETALK • CHORD• CREEK •DIAPASON• 
EPOS • JADIS • JEKLIN •MICHELL• HAD• NAIM • ONKYO •OPERA •OED• REGA• RESON • SENNHEISER • 
SME • SONNETEER • SONUS FABER • SUGDEN • TEAC • THORENS • TRANSPARENT CABLES • UNISON 
RESEARCH • ARCAYDIS • DYNAVECTOR • GOLDRING • ORIGIN LIVE • TRIANGLE • WILSON 

Clearance/Secondhand/Ex Dern Equipment• Details on Request 

Our Price 
£850 

Srocusrs or· IHTOCUS PROJECTORS 

Avm TURNTABLES l.MNG(ONTRCM. 

A•ffiONY G�lO JM IA8; 
AuOIOUESI UxKON 

"8osTONAcOOS11CS l'1 
CH-ORD E�mONl(S MuSOl frown 

'"'""'"" ,,..00, ·- :�. SciHNS 

��NROiAUO� 

•». 137 C•�::��c!a�,R:� ExrostJRf NOROOSI 

/ .. �� ::::;: :: ;�� � Fumsu OUOFON 

HITAOll PROllO 

PROA( 

PRl""T 

0UADRAS"RE 

RrtArnusm 

ROM 

RUARK 

SIANO UNIOUE 

[ANNOY 

V1rnHAAco11S11cs 

VANDENHUl 

and many more 
Audio Analogue Maestro CD (s/h) 
Krell 280CD (ex-dem) 
Nairn 112 (Ex dem) 
Nairn 150 (Ex dem) 

ARP 
£1700 
£3999 
£660 
£795 
£550 
£2000 
£275 
£229 

£1500 

£2999 
£460 
£575 
£150 
£800 
£175 
£195 

£750 

Specialist in audio and visual entertainment systems 
from the world's best manufacturer's 

Onkyo MD2521 (minidisc recorder) 
Roksan DP1/DA/DS4 (s/H) 
Stands Unique Sound Support (s/h) 
Stands Unique CD/DVD storage (s/h) 
Theta Data 11 CD (new mech) 

the AUDIO.VISUAL lounge, 
135-137 Commercial Street, London El 6BL 

Tel: 020 7375 3691 Fax: 020 7377 1756 
Email: info@theovlounge.com 

SPECIALIST 

) -:iji 
AUDIO ANALOGUE COPLAND KRELL 

Front End Problems? 
CO/I/CIC/: 

0% Instant Finance Available - Wrillcn details on m1ucst 
Demonstration room• Free car parking •Major Credit Cards 

Personal Export • Mail Order• Installation Service • Repair facilities 
5 mins walk Raynes Park BR20 mins Waterloo· 

The Cartridge Man 
MARTlNL.OGA N 5 mins from A3 (Raynes Park 8282 exit)· 25 mins M25June10 

ll doesn't have to cost an arm and leg 10 get the best 
- listen to my Koetsu - and - Decca - eater. 

60 Durham Road, West Wimbledon, London SW20 OTW Also agents for Croft, Moth, Hadcock & Mitchell & E.A.R, Graham Slee projects. 
Tel: (020) 8946 1528/0331 Email: shop@obrienhili.com 

Open 9.30-5.30 Tuesday-Saturday 
Valve equipment re-build service available. 

- Plus cartridge re-tipping service 

020 8688 6565 BIRMINGHAM HI-FI CHOICE WEB WATCH Website: www.thecartridgeman.com 

..• 

37 H IGH Smf\ ALDRIDGE. 
www.so1.1nd<ine1y.to.uk 

www.hifibitz.co.uk 

www.hifichoice.co. ttk 

Measurements in Nov 2003 magazine shows £2,500 "2 way" speakers with 
"flat" frequency response and 5" or 6" drive units struggle with 10 watts of ..-..--=---=--� 
bass and produces a lot of distortion (1% to 3%). Should we limit bass 

to 20 watts or 40 watts amplifier, to prevent damage to 6" drive units? 
We use £350 or £650 of transformers and £50 or £160 of valves. 

If we could achieve the same quality of sound with £10 volume control , 
£10 wires , £10 capacitor, we could have saved a lot of money! ! ! 

Money back guarantee (less £30 UK or £100 overseas) that you prefer :­

£850 or £1,000 or £1,250 or £1,450 "KT88 Triode Connection" amplifiers 
to most transistor amplifiers, most transistor I valve hybrid amplifiers, 
most Single Ended valve amplifiers, most Ultra Linear valve amplifiers 
selling for £2,000 to £20,000 

£850 "KT88 Triode Connection"+ high quality £350 "3 way" speakers 
to most "ultra linear" valve amplifiers+ £600 "2 way" and "2.5 way" speakers 

£700 EL34 valve amplifiers (40 watts + 40 watts) to most transistor 
amplifiers and transistor I valve hybrid amplifiers costing £1,000 to £2,000 

£500 EL34 valve amplifiers (40 watts + 40 watts) to most £700 amplifiers. 

Telephone 01634 268662 anytime or 01634 373410 for Mr Andrew Everard's 
review in Gramophone Magazine and Summary of 21 testimonials from 
satisfied customers. www.affordablevalvecompany.co.uk 

www. affordablevalvecompany. corn 

Buy direct & save £££ 
Shop prices are expensive 

because of rent, rates, wages 
Free UK delivery 

90% of customer keep 
our valve amplifiers 

4 years of proven reliability. 
2 years guarantee. 

Ultra Linear 
£600 £700 



Do t,JOU want to choose t,1our hifi or home cinema st,1stem, in a comfortable 
and relaxing environment ... ? 
Do t,1ou want' friendlt,1 and impartial advice ( and a cup of tea) ... ? 
Do t,1ou wont to but,1 t,1our st,1stem based on what t,1ou hear, and see, and not 
what somebodt,1 tells t,1ou ... ? 

Do you live in GUILDFORD ••• ? 
....... or Addlestone, Aldershot, Ashford(Middx), Ashstead, Bagshot, Basingstoke, Bracknell, Bockhorn, 

Bromley, Camberley, Chertsey, Chipstead, Chobham, Cobham.Cranleigh, Crowthorne, Dorking, Epsom, 
Esher, Farnborough, Farnham, Fleet, Frimley, Godalming, Hartley Wintney, Hampton, Haslemere, Hook, 
Horsham, Kingston, Liphook, Leatherhead, Liss, Molesey (East&West), New Malden, Odiham, Petersfield, 
Reading, Reigate, Redhill, Richmond, Shepperton, Virginia Water, Walton-on-Thames, West Byfleet, 
Weybridge, Windsor, Woking, Wokingham, Yatelev . 

Nobody else in these areas carries all the following major hifi brands: 
Apollo, Arcam(Diva/FMJ), Ash Design, Atacama, Atlas (spkr cables & interconnects) B&W, Chord Company, 
Creek, Cyrus, Denon, Epos, Exposure, Genelec, Anthony Gallo Acoustics, Harman Kardon, Infinity, lso Tek, 
KEF (including Reference), Linn Products(including Knekt), MJ Acoustics, Meridian, Michell, Mirage, 
Mission, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Nairn, Ortofon, Pioneer, PMC, Primare, Proac, Project, Pure, QED(includ­
ing Systemline), Quad, Quadraspire, REL, Rotel, Sennheiser, Soundstyle, Spendor, Stands Unique, 
Tag Mclaren, Who fedale, Yamaha. 

Nobody else in these areas carries all the following major Home Cinema products: 
DVD players: Arcam & FMJ, Cyrus, Denon, Hartnan Kardon, Meridian, Rotel. Tag Mclaren, Yamaha, 
Processors: Arcam FMJ AV8, Cyrus, lexicon, Linn, Meridian, Rotel, Tag Mclaren. 
Amplifiers: Arcam/FMJ, Bryston, Cyrus, Denon, Harman Kardon, lexicon, Nairn, Rotel, Tag Mclaren, 
Yamaha. 

Display devices: Plasma screens from Loewe, Panasonic, Pioneer and Yamaha. Televisions/LCD: Loewe. 
Projectors: Barco(CRT/DlP), Sim (DlP), Yamaha(DlP/lCD) Screens: Stewart/DraperNutec , 
Video Processing: Faroudja, I-Scan, Key Digital, lumagen, Tag. Control systems: Crestron, Lutron lighting. 
Specialist set up services: ISF Display Callibration. 

Nobody else in the area offers you a "One Stop Solution" to all of your home entertainment 
requirements, as we are also Custom Installation experts. Discuss your requirements with us and we can 
survey, design, install, commission, and maintain full Sound and Audio-Visual distribution, and automat­
ed lighting around your home. 
Visit us first and you won't need to go anywhere else. 
We have superb demonstration rooms for both Hifi and Home Cinema, and we will deliver and install. 
We are a Mountainsnow dealer, and members of BADA, so you can trust us to look after your every need. 

Guildford's only RERL Hifi otld Home Cinema store 
Open 9-6 Monday to Saturday (later by appointment) 

3 ,  Bridge Street, Guildford, Surrey GU1 4RV (opposite Wetherspoons) 
01483 504801and01483 304756 

www.pjhifi.co.uh email:info@pjhifi.co.uh. 
" "t' h •11:• II: II: , '· " ••••• ··· ' s ITI TOT I un s sane ••••••• 



[ Classified ] Dealer Directory 

DIRECTORY 
Choosing a good hi·fi dealer is the most 
vital step in acquiring the system that is 
right for you. This unique directory gives 
full information on dealers able to help in 
your area. 

BATH/ BRISTOL 

THE RIGHT NOTE, tel: 01225 874728. Give 

your ears a new reference point for the best 

sounds at any price. Forget reviews and trying 

to put together a system like a patchwork 

quilt with the 'best' bits around. It's our job to 

do the assessing, you judge the results. Come 

here, or we'll come to you, and plan a system 

for the future, even if you spread the 

purchases. Leave "upgrade-itis" behind, save 

money and enjoy music Just listen, and you'll 

know. CD: Accuphase, Advantage, Audio 

Synthesis, Balanced Audio Technology, dCS 

(Elgar etc), Meracus, Pass, Sugden, Wadia. 

Vinyl: Audio Synthesis, Basis, Clearaudio, 

DNM, Graham, (The) Groove, Lehmann 

(Black Cube), Michell, Sumiko, Transfiguration. 

Amps: Accuphase, Advantage, Balanced 

Audio Technology, CAT, DNM, Gamut, Lumley, 

Meracus, Michell, Nagra, Pass, Sonneteer, 

Spectral, Sugden. Speakers: Audio Physic, 

BKS, Ethos, Harbeth, Lumley, Magneplanar, 

NEAT, Totem, Verity Audio. Tuners: 

Accuphase, Magnum Dynalab. Cables: 

Argento, Chord Co, DNM, Hovland, Nordost, 

SonicLink, Siltech, Yamamura Churchill. 

Mains: Accuphase. 

BIRMINGHAM 

SOUND ACADEMY, lll The Parade, Sutton 

Coldfield, Birmingham B72 1 PU. Tel: 0121 

321 2445. Audio equipment from leading 

and specialist brands, with 3 demo floors, 

home trials, home cinema with instore demo 

theatre, evening demos by appointment In 

house service dept Mail order avail. lnt free 

credit subject to status.Open 6 days 9am -

6pm. Late night Friday. Expert advice, cable 

dressing and free installation. Also at 152a 

High Street, Bloxwich, Nr Walsall, W 

Midlands. Tel: 01922 493499/ 473499. 

BLACKBURN 

ROMERS HIFI, 11 Lomax Street , 

Great Harwood, Nr Blackburn BB6 7DJ. 

01254 887799 Mon-Fri 9-5.30, Sat 9-5. 

The Northwest's premier HiFi and Home 

Cinema dealer - full demonstration facilities, 

including AV dem room, featuring brands 

including -

Electronics: Arcam, Cyrus, Denon, Exposure*, 

Lexicon, NAD., Pioneer, Roksan, Sony. 

Speakers: Focal, JMLabs, M&K, Monitor 

Audio, Totem*. 

Displays: lnFocus, Pioneer, Sony. 

Furniture: Atacama, Partington, Optimum, 

Son us, Soundations *. 

Cables: lxos, Merlin, Nordost, QED, Van Den Hui. 

* denotes exclusive brand in 40 mile radius. 

And many more leading brands, in all fields. 

Come down and see our expert, friendly 

staff with any of your problems, be it first 

time set ups to tweaking your current system. 

CHESHIRE 

ACOUSTICA, 17 Hoole Rd, Chester CH2 

3NH. www.acoustica.co.uk. Tel: 01244 

344227. All that's best in Hi-Fi and Home 

Cinema from quality manufacturers including 

Nairn, Rega, Bowers & Wilkins, Sugden, 

Musical Fidelity, Rotel, Primare, Teac, Harman 

Kardon, JM Lab, Spendor, Quadraspire, Royd, 

Michell, Sonus Faber, SIM/Seleco Projectors & 

Yamaha. We offer friendly, helpful advice, 

interest-free credit and trade-in facilities, and 

deliver and install systems through Cheshire, 

Merseyside and North Wales. Open Tues. -

Sat 10-5.30, evenings by arrangement 

ACTON GATE AUDIO, 4 Ruabon Rd., 

Wrexham. Tel: 01978 364500. Audio Visual 

l;J'!HJ!1 specialists. AAD, Arcam, Audio Analogue, 

Members of the British Audio Dealers 

Association are able to offer: 

•Two year guarantee, transferable to 
another BADA dealer should the pur 
chaser move more than 30 miles 
from his/her original address 

e low cost five year guarantee option 
•proper demonstration facilities 
•seven day exchange or refund 

scheme if the dealer's advice is taken 
on product selection 

•fully guaranteed service work 
•customer complaints procedure in the 

event of problems 

For more information contact 

BADAon 

'ff 020 7226 4044 

HADA 
�Ul\UtJIOIJEllUJ;SAS'iOC!.1,l'l(m 

the symbol of security 

INDICATES MEMB ERSHIP 

OF THE BRITIS H  AUDI O 

DEALERS ASSOCI ATION 

Bose, Celestion, Castle, Denon, Harman­

Kardon, Jamo, JBL, Marantz, Michell, Mission, 

Musical Fidelity, NAD, Onkyo, Pure Digital, 

Quad, REL, Roksan, Ruark, Tannoy, Teac, UKD, 

Unico, Vibe, Yamaha. Demonstration room, 

installation service. Easy parking and 

motorway access. Mastercard, Visa etc. 

DOUG BRADY HI-FI, Kingsway Studios, 

Kingsway North, Warrington WA 1 3NU. Tel: 

01925 828009. Email doug.brady@ 

dougbradyhifi.com. Website: www.dougbrady 

hifi.com. For the widest range of high quality 

hi-fi in the Northwest Family business est 42 

years. 3 demo rooms, inc. home cinema, 

home trials; deliveries throughout NW; 

Mastercard, Visa, credit facilities. Open 10.30 

- 6. Send for free map. l;J'!U1'!1 

HI-FI SHOWROOMS, 12a West St, 

off West St car park, Congleton, Cheshire. 

CW 12 1 JR. Tel: 01260 280017. 

Email: mail@hifishowrooms.co.uk. 

Web: www.hifishowrooms.co.uk. Carefully 

selected audio range, including Nairn, NAO, 

Roksan, Michell, Harman, Primare, Castle, 

Vienna, JM Labs, KEF, Ruark, Audion Valve 

amps, Project, Goldring, Monitor Audio. Also 

the best in AV from Harman, Onkyo, Lexicon, 

M&K, Primare, Parasound, Nairn, SIM2, Vutec, 

Rotel, Tannoy, Teac, Yamaha. Home cinema 

and Hi Fi specialists, full demo facilities, 

friendly expert advice, home demo and 

installation, easy parking, credit facilities, 

Visa/Mastercard. Open Tues-Sat 9.30-5.30. 

lff!ll1!1 

WEYMOUTH HI-FI, 33-35 Maiden Street, 

Weymouth. Tel: 01305 7857291766345. 

www.movement-audio.co.uk. Arcam, B&W, 

Castle, Celestion, Denon, KEF, Meridian, 

Mission, Musical Fidelity, Panasonic, Pioneer, 

Project, Quad, Rotel, Technics, Yamaha plus 

large range of PA and DJ audio and lighting, 

multi room and commercial installation 

specialists, Home Cinema and DVD, 

Projection T V  and plasma, 2 demo rooms, 

credit facilities, Visa/ Mastercard. Open Mon­

Sat 9.30-5.30 li1!1!1!1 

HEREFORDSHIRE 

ENGLISH AUDIO, 37 Whitecross Road, 

Hereford HR4 ODE. Tel: 01432 355081. 

wwwenglishaudio.co.uk. Arcam, ATC, B&W, 

Cyrus, Denon, Elac, Inca, lsotek, JM Lab, KEF, 

Loewe, Marantz, Mission, NAO, Nairn, NEC, 

Opus, Pioneer, Primare, Pro-ject, Pure, Quad, 

QED, REL, Rotel, Ruark, Stax, Tannoy, Teac, 

Da-lite, REL, Vibe, definitve. Demonstration by Tivoli, Trinity, Yamaha and others. Home 

appointment Open Tuesday - Saturday. Cinema & Hi-Fi dem.rooms. Multi-room 

COUNTY DURHAM 

MUSIC MATTERS, 17 Coniscliffe Road, 

Darlington, County Durham DL3 7EE. Tel: 

01325 481 418. Tues - Sat 10 00-530 Weds 

10 00-6.30 m'!1!1!1 

DORSET 

MOVEMENT AUDIO, 588 Ashley Road, 

Parkstone, Poole. Tel: 01202 

730865/380018. www.movement­

audio.co.uk. Arcam, Audio Vector, B&W, 

Castle, Chord Electronics, Cyrus, Denon, 

Densen, Lavardin, Marantz, Mission (inc FS 

series), NAO, Pioneer, Roksan, REL, Rotel, 

Tannoy (inc Dimension), Yamaha. 3 demo 

rooms, Hi Fi and Home Cinema specialists, 

easy parking on site, high quality used 

equipment, massive range of audio and 

video leads and connectors etc. Credit 

facilities. Open Tues-Sat 10-5.30. 13'!1!1!1 

MOVEMENT AUDIO, 926 Wimborne Road, 

Moordown, Bournemouth, Dorset Tel: 

01202 529988/ 520066. www.movement­

audio.co.uk. Arcam, B&W, Celestion, Denon, 

KEF, Marantz, Michell, Musical Fidelity, NAO, 

Opera, Pioneer, Project, Quad, REL, Roksan, 

Installations. Service dept Mastercard, Visa, 

Credit arranged. Open Mon-Sat 9.30am-

530pm. 

LANCASHIRE 

ADVENTURES IN HI-FI, 5 Bishopsgate, off 

Hallgate, Wigan WNl 1 NL. Tel: 01942 

234202. For the best hi-fi and home cinema 

products from quality manufacturers 

including B&W, Royd, Bryston, Neat, 

Michelle, Nairn, Rega, Cyrus, NAO, KEF, 

Denon, Dynavector, Shahinian, JM Lab, PMC, 

Project, Quadraspire. We offer friendly advice, 

excellent demonstration facilities, 0% finance, 

free delivery and installation throughout the 

North West Opening hours 10.00 - 5.30 

Tuesday to Saturday, evenings by 

appointment 

DOUG BRADY HI-FI, Kingsway Studios, 

Kingsway North, Warrington WA 1 3NU. Tel: 

01925 828009. Email: doug.brady@ 

dougbradyhifi.com. Website: www.dougbrady 

hifi.com. See our main entry under Cheshire. 

1:1!1!1!1 



LEICESTERSHIRE 

LEICESTER HI-FI CO, St Martins Square 

Leicester LEl SEW. Tel: 0116 2S3 97S3 Fax 

0116 262 6097 Website 

www.leicesterhifi co.uk Email: 

info@leicesterhifi.couk Acoustic Energy, 

Arcam, Atacama, B&W/Nautilus, Bryston, 

Celestion, Chord Electronics, Creek, Crimson, 

Cyrus, Denon, Greig, IK Loudspeakers, 

Marantz, Michell, Mission, Mordaunt-Short, 

Musical Fidelity, NAO, Optimum, Pioneer, 

Plasma T V, Projectors, ProAc, Project, Pure, 

Quad, Rotel, Roksan, Tag Mclaren, Yamaha, 

and more. 4 Listening areas/rooms over 3 

floors. We can Demonstrate, Deliver and 

Install. Hi/A/V/Multi-room/Custom 

Installation/Design DAB radio specialists. 

Bargain Bin on Website. Open Mon-Sat 9.30-

S.30 lif.:.ID.:.1 

LONDON 

CORNFLAKE.CO.UK, 37 Windmill Street, 

London WlT 2JU. Tel: 020 7631 0472, fax: 

020 7436 716S. E-mail: help@ 

cornflake.couk. Open Tues-Sat 10-6, Thurs 

10-7. The specialists in high quality sound, 

be it for one room or many more. They offer 

friendly advice, and a full delivery and 

installation service is available. Two listening 

rooms with full A/V facilities demonstrating 

Arcam, ATC, AVI, Bryston, Dynaudio, lsotek, 

Mark Levinson, Lexicon, Nairn, Origin Live, 

Proceed, PMC, Rega, Totem, Yamaha and 

more. Service department. Amex, 

Mastercard, Switch, Visa and worldwide mail 

order service. Still the coolest Hi-Fi shop in 

London. www.cornflake.co.uk. 

GRAHAMS HI-FI, Canon bury Yard, 190a 

New North Road, London N 1 Tel: 020 7226 

SSOO. www.grahams.co.uk 'One of the S best 

hi-fi shops in the world' Arcam, Linn, 

Meridian, Nairn, Rega, and more ... Home 

cinema and whole house custom installed 

solutions. Free parking, 4 demo rooms, service 

dept, open Tues-Sat. Ring for appointment. 

� 

ORANGES & LEMONS, 61 63 Webbs Road, 

Battersea SWll . Tel: 020 7924 2040. Juicy 

fruit from London's newest, freshest hi-fi, 

home cinema and multi-room 

retailer/installer. Friendly and efficient service, 

home installation, credit cards, 0% finance 

available, plus all the very best from: Arcam, 

B&W, Chord, Creek, Demion, Epos, lmerge, 

NAD, Nairn, Neat, Pmc, Quadraspire, Qed, 

Rega, Roksan, Rotel, Ruark, Soundstyle, Stands 

Unique, Xantech, Yamaha and many more ... 

� lif:.111:.1 

GREATER MANCHESTER 

ADVENTURES IN HI-FI, S Bishopsgate, off 

Hallgate, Wigan WNl l NL Tel: 01942 

234202. See main entry under Lancashire. 

DOUG BRADY HI-FI, Kingsway Studios, 

Kingsway North, Warrington WA l 3NU. Tel: 

0192S 828009. Email: doug.brady@ 

dougbradyhifi.com. Website: www.dougbrady 

hifi.com. See our main entry under Cheshire. 

l;J:.1!7:.1 

MERSEYSIDE 

ACOUSTICA, 17 Hoole Rd, Chester CH2 

3NH. Tel 01244 344227. See our main entry 

under Cheshire. 

DOUG BRADY HI-FI, Kingsway Studios, 

Kingsway North, Warrington WA l 3NU. Tel: 

0192S 828009. Email: doug.brady@ 

dougbradyhifi.com. Website: www.dougbrady 

hifi corn. See our main entry under Cheshire. 

i:J.:.1il:.1 

MIDDLESEX 

MUSIC MATTERS, 344 Uxbridge Road, 

Hatchend, Middlesex HAS 4HR. Tel: 020 

8420 192S. Arcam, Audio Research, B & W, 

Castle, Celestion, Chord, Cyrus, Denon, 

Dynaudio, Jamo, KEF, Krell, Marantz, Martin 

Logan, Meridan, Michel, Mission, Monitor 

Audio, Musical Fidelity, Nairn, Panasonic, 

Pioneer, ProAc, Project, Quad, REL, Rotel, 

Ruark, Sennheiser, SME, Sonus Faber, Tag 

Mclaren, Tanney, TEAC, Technics, Theta, 

Yamaha. Excellent demonstration and home 

trial facilities. Free installation. Customised 

multi-room systems. All major credit cards 

accepted. Full credit facilities available. Tues -

Sat 10.00-S.30, Weds 10.00-6.30. l:J:.UJ:.1 

Dealer Directory [Classified ] 

WEST MIDLANDS 

SOUND ACADEMY, 1S2a High Street, 

Bloxwich, Nr Walsall, W Midlands. Tel: 01922 

493499/ 473499. Audio equipment from 

leading and specialist brands, with 3 demo 

floors, home trials, home cinema with instore 

demo theatre, evening demos by 

appointment. In house service dept. Mail 

order avail. lnt. free credit subject to 

status.Open 6 days 9am - 6pm. Late night 

Friday. Expert advice, cable dressing and free 

installation. Also at lll The Parade, Sutton 

Coldfield, Birmingham B72 l PU. Tel 0121 

3 21 244S. l;J:.111:.1 

MUSIC MATTERS, 363 Hagley Road, 

Edgbaston, Birmingham Bl 7 8DL. Tel: 0121 

429 2811. Arcam, Audio Research, B & W, 

Castle, Celestion, Chord, Cyrus, Denon, 

Dynaudio, Jamo, KEF, Krell, Marantz, Martin 

Logan, Meridan, Michel, Mission, Monitor 

Audio, Musical Fidelity, Panasonic, Pioneer, 

ProAc, Project, Quad, REL, Rotel, Ruark, 

Sennheiser, SME, Sonus Faber, Tag Mclaren, 

Tannoy, TEAC, Technics, Theta, Yamaha. 

Excellent demonstration and home trial 

facilities. Free installation. Customised multi­

room systems. All major credit cards accepted. 

Full credit facilities available. Tues - Sat 

10.00-S.30, Weds 10.00-6.30 l:J:.1•1:.1 

MUSIC MATTERS, Hobbs Moat Road, 

Solihull, W. Midlands B92 8JL. Tel 0121 742 

02S4. Tues - Sat 10.00-S.30 Weds 10.00-

6.30 13':.111:.1 

MUSIC MATTERS, 9 Market Street, 

Stourbridge, W. Midlands BYS l AB. Tel: 

01384 444184. Tues - Sat 10.00-S.30 Weds 

10 00-6.30 � 

MUSIC MATTERS, 10 Boldmere Road, 

Sutton Coldfield, W. Midlands B73 SOT Tel: 

0121 3S4 2311. Tues - Sat 10.00-S.30 Weds 

10.00-6.30 m.c"1!7!1 

ACOUSTICA, 114 Wolverhampton Road, 

Stafford ST 17 4AH. Tel: 0178S 2S8216. See 

our main entry under Cheshire. 

NORFOLK 

BASICALLY SOUND, The Old School Rd, 

Bracon Ash, Norwich NR14 8HG. 

Tel: Ol S08 S70829. 

INDICATES MEMBERSHIP 

OF THE BRITISH AUDIO 

DEALERS ASSOCIATION 

Audio Analogue, Beyer, Bryston, 

Chord Cables, Creek, Denon, Dynavector, 

Epos, Goldring, Grado, lsoblue, Nairn, 

ProAc, PMC, Rega, Soundstyle, Thule, 

Unison Research. 

2 comprehensive demo rooms. Home Trial. 

Free installation. Visa, Mastercard. 

0% Finance. Tues-Fri 9.30-1, 2-S.30. 

All day Sat. l=J:.1.!J':.1 

www.falcon-acoustics.co.uk 

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 

NOmNGHAM HI-FI CENTRE, 120-12 2 

Alfreton Road, Nottingham. Tel: 011 S 978 

6919. www.nottinghamhifi.couk. We are the 

area's leading specialists. Relax in our superb 

demonstration rooms and enjoy the very best 

in Hi-Fi, multi-room and home cinema 

solutions. Our outstanding customer service 

means a two-year parts and labour guarantee, 

an on-site service department and a full 

delivery and installation service. Home trials 

and free easy parking are also available. 

Established in 1968, we have been giving 

sound advice for over 30 years. Open Mon-

Sat 9 - S.30. l;J:.1.!J':.l 

OXFORDSHIRE 

ASTLEY AUDIO LTD, 3 Marketplace, 

Wallingford OXl O DEG. Tel 01491 83930S, 

fax 01491 82S024. Founded 197S. Great 

deals on B&W, Denon, KEF, Marantz, Mission, 

Panasonic, Pioneer, Project, Sony, Technics, 

Yamaha. Home trial, installation and delivery 

service. Service dept on site. 2 yr guarantee 

on most products. Interest free credit on 

selected items. l home cinema room, 2 

listening rooms. Mastercard, Visa, Amex, 

Diners. Instant credit. Tues-Fri 9-S.30, Sat 9-S. 

CDs and DVDs stocked. 

OVERTURE HI-FI, 3 Church Lane, Banbury 

OX16 BLR Tel 0129S 2721S8. Arcam, Bose, 

Cura, Denon, Linn Products, Mission, Nairn 

Audio, Quad, Yamaha. For sensible unbiased 

advice, call Oxfordshire's audio experts. 

Superb demo facilities. Home cinema, 

multiroom & commercial installations. No 

appts nee, service dept, free install, home 

trial. Mastercard, Visa, instant credit. Mon-Fri 

10-6, Sat 9.30-S.30. l:J:.111:.1 



[Classified] Dealer Directory 

INDICAlES IHMIERSHIP 

OFTlff llhlSH� 
DEALERS AS$OCIAYION 

SHROPSHIRE 

CREATIVE AUDIO, 9 Dog pole, Shrewsbury 

SYl l EN. Tel: 01743 236055. Email 

sales@creative-audio.co.uk, www.creative­

audio.co.uk. One of the largest ranges of 

quality HiFi/Audio Visual equipment outside 

of London. Arcam, Ash, Atacama, Cabletalk, 

Celestion, Chord, Cura, Cyrus, Denon, Dual, 

Heybrook, KEF, Mission, Onkyo, Optimum, 

NAO, Nairn, QED, Quad, Rega, Soundstyle, 

SURREY 

COSMIC HI-FI SUPERSTORE, (Est 1962) 

244-256 Station Road, Addlestone, Surrey 

KTl 5 2 PS, LARGE FREE CAR PARK Tel: 

(01932) 854522/ 832400/ 851753, Fax 

01932 832432. Open 7 Days a week, Mon­

Sat 9-6pm, Fri till 8pm, Sun 10-4pm. Fully 

equipped service department on site, Massive 

Showrooms. Available Brands Acoustic 

Energy, Alphason, Apollo, Arcam, Audio 

Stands Unique, Teac, Wharfedale. Large Quest, Cable Talk, Denon, Dual, Elac, Harman 

selection of bargain special purchases available Kardon, Jamo, JBL, Marantz, Mission, NAO, 

on most makes. Comfortable listening room, Ortofon, Panasonic Plasma, Pioneer, Pro-Ject 

expert installation (including multiroom and Turntables, Pure Digital, Quad, REL, Roksan, 

DVD home cinema), free 2 & 5 year warranties, Sennheiser, Sonus Systems, Sony, Tannoy, 

selected used equipment, part-exchange 

welcome, specialist workshop facilities. 

Mastercard/Visa/Switch/ Arnex and low cost 

finance from £250 up to £15,000. 

SOMERSET 

Technics, Thorens, Wharfedale, Yamaha Home 

cinema, Wide screen T V, Projection T V, 

Plasma & LCD TV Interest free credit 

available. All major credit cards accepted. 

www.cosmicuk.com 

PJ HI-FI, 3 Bridge Street, Guildford GUl 4RY 
MIKE MANNING AUDIO, 110 Middle 

Tel 01483 504801 I 304756. Mon-Sat 9am­
Street, Yeovil, Somerset BA20 l NE. Tel 01935 

6pm. Arcam, B&W, Denon, Linn, Meridian, 
479361. 54 Bridge Street, Taunton. Tel: 

01823 326688. www.mikemanning 

audio.co.uk. The HiFi and A/V specialists. 

The best in HiFi from: Arcam, B&W, Castle, 

Denon, Densen, Heybrook, JM Lab, KEF, 

Loewe T V  & Video, Marantz, Nairn Audio, 

NAO, Pioneer, PMC, Rega, Rote!, Royd, 

Shahinian, TDL, Teac Dedicated listening 

lounge for relaxed and unpressured 

demonstrations. Home installations on most 

systems. Full service department Mastercard, 

Visa, Instant Credit Closed Mondays 

STAFFORDSHIRE 

ACOUSTICA, 114 Wolverhampton Road, 

Stafford ST 17 4AH. www.acoustica.co.uk Tel: 

01785 258216. All that's best in Hi -Fi and 

Home Cinema from quality manufacturers 

including Nairn, Rega, Bowers & Wilkins, 

Sugden, Musical Fidelity, Rotel, Primare, Teac, 

Harman Kardon, JM Lab, Michell, Ruark, Kef, 

NAO, Onkyo, SIM/Seleco Projectors, NEC 

Plasma & Yamaha. We offer friendly, helpful 

advice, interest -free credit and trade-in 

facilities, and deliver and install systems 

throughout Staffordshire and the Midlands. 

Opening hours Tues. - Sat 10.30-6 00, 

evenings by arrangement 

SUFFOLK 

EASTERN AUDIO, 41 Bramford Rd, Ipswich 

IPl 2LU. Tel: 01473 217217. Email 

HiFi@eastern-audio corn Giving sound advice 

for over 25 years. Parking. Demo room. Lots 

of free advice. Arcam, Meridian, Denon, Quad, 

NAO, B&W, Celestion, Project, KEF, Castle, 

Technics, Top Tape, plus all the usual and 

unusual leads, cables, stands, racks, 

headphones, cartridges & styli etc. r:J"1i1!1 

Mission/Cyrus, Kef, Marantz, NAO, Pioneer, 

Primare, Proac, Quad, REL, Rega, Ratel, Tag 

Mclaren, Yamaha. Demo rooms for Hi­

Fi/home cinema, parking, delivery & 

installation. Service department on premises. 

Call now. kf.:.HB 

SUSSEX (EAST) 

THE POWERPLANT, 40 Church Rd , Hove. 

East Sussex, BN3 2FN. Fax: 01273 748419. E­

mail email@powerplantco.uk Whatever your 

budget we can help you choose from our 

carefully selected range of today's finest hi-f i 

and home cinema equipment Recommended 

agencies include Arcam, ATC, B&W, B&O, 

Cyrus, DEF Tech, I merge, Linn, Living Control, 

M&K, PMC, ProAc, QED Systemline, Rega, 

Revel, Seleco, Stewart, Tag Mclaren Audio, 

Yamaha. Excellent demonstration facilities, 

knowledgeable and friendly staff Multiroom 

specialist, CEDIA member. Open Tues - Sat 

10.30 am- 5.30 pm. Late evenings by 

appointment All major credit cards. Full 

credit facilities. 

SUSSEX (WEST) 

AUDIO DESIGNS, 26 High Street, East 

Grinstead, West Sussex RH 19 3AS. Tel: 01342 

328065. www.audiodesigns.co.uk. Hi-Fi, 

home cinema & multiroom specialists. 

Authorised stockists of: Arcam (inc FMJ, DIVA 

& Alpha), ASH, The Chord Company, Cyrus, 

KEF (inc Reference), Linn (inc CD12 & 

Klimax), Loewe (inc Spherros), Mission, Nairn 

(inc CDS & NAP500), Pioneer, PMC, Primaire, 

ProAc, Project, QED, Quadraspire, Rei, Roksan, 

Rotel, Ruark, SIM2 (inc DPL), Sennheiser, 

Soundstyle, Stands Unique, Tag Mclaren, 

TEAC & more. The LARGEST display of Hi-Fi 

furniture in the South. Probably the largest 

stock in the South, with three dedicated 

demonstration rooms together with a friendly 

team of staff and service facility, Finance 

available. 9.30-6.00 Tues-Sat l;J'J:0�1 

AUDIO DESIGNS, 7 /9 Park Place, Horsham, 

West Sussex, RH 12 l OF (Next to Piries Place 

car park). Tel 01403 267766. 

www.audiodesigns.co.uk. See our main entry 

above under Sussex (West). l:J,111,1 

WILTSHIRE 

SALISBURY HI-FI, 15 Catherine Street, 

Salisbury. Tel: 01722 322169/330841. 

www.movement-audio.co.uk. Arcam, Audio 

Analogue, B&W, Celestion, Chord Company, 

Denon, Harmon Kardon, KEF, Marantz, 

Meridian (inc Digital theatre), Mission, 

Michell, Musical Fidelity, NAO, Nordost, 

Opera, Project, QED, Rotel, REL, Teac, Yamaha. 

Home Cinema and Hi Fi specialists, multi 

room and commercial installation specialists, 

service dept on site, high quality used 

equipment, projection TV and plasma. 2 

demo rooms, credit facilities, 

Visa/Mastercard. Open Mon-Sat 9.30-5.30. 

l;J'J:0�1 

YORKSHIRE (EAST) 

THE AUDIO ROOM, 2 George Street, 

Hedon, Hull, HUl2 BJH. tel 01482 891375. 

www.theaudioroom.co.uk. High quality two 

channel and home theatre needs catered for. 

Authorised agents for Linn Products, Nairn 

Audio, Spectral, Accuphase, Krell, Audio 

Research, Cyrus, Nagra, Sugden, Rega, Unison 

Research, Pathos, Ratel, Bowers and Wilkin, 

Focal JM Lab, Proac, Spendor, Pen Audio, 

Sonus Faber, Koetsu, Lyra, Ortofon, Grado, 

Stax, Audiophile Base, BCD, Hutter, 

Quadraspire, Stands Unique, Nordost, Siltech, 

The Chord Company, Townshend. We travel 

throughout the UK, and believe we offer the 

most comprehensive range of quality products 

available and a service that is unbeatable. 

Open Mon - Sat, 9am - 6pm (later by 

appointment). Credit facilities and home 

demonstration available.Free and easy car 

parking available as well as a relaxed and 

comfortable environment assured. The North's 

friendliest and most complete dealer. 

YORKSHIRE (SOUTH) 

DONCASTER 

THE HI-FI STUDIOS, The Long Barn, 

Wakefield Road, Hampole, Doncaster DN6 

7EU. Tel: 01302 727274/ 725550, fax 

01302 727274. Email: info@thehifistudios 

.freeserve.co.uk. Web: thehifistudios.co.uk 

Hi-Fi, Home Cinema and Multi-Room 

experts. Musical Fidelity, Tag Mclaren,Wadia, 

Anthony Gallow, ProAc, Ruark, Castle, Teac, 

Unison Research, Impulse Horns, Monitor 

Audio, Harbeth, NAO, Michell Turntables, 

Audio Analogue, Living Voice, Exposure, 

Densen, Lynwood Electronics, Opera, Trichord 

Research, Nordost, Stands Unique, Stax 

Electrostatics, Ortofon, Project, Goldring, REL 

Subwoofers, Tag Mclaren, SIM 2 & Denon 

Home Cinema products, plus others. Viewing 

and demonstration by appointment Home 

trials and free installation on hi-fi equipment 

Credit card and finance facilities. Phone for 

more information. 10am-6.30pm Tues-Fri, 

10am-5pm Sat Closed Sunday & Monday. 

� 

YORKSHIRE (WEST) 

AUDIO REFLECTIONS, Leeds, Tel: Simon 

Trickett 0113 3873609 or John Bleakley 0113 

2049458, Fax 0113 2533098, Email 

info@audioreflections.co.uk Providing the best 

Hi-Fi and AV products from the leading 

manufacturers. Audionet, Audio Synthesis, 

ATC, AVI, Ayre, Bryston, Chord, Chord cables, 

Clearaudio, Gamut, Lexicon, Lyra, Nordost, 

Primare, PSAudio, PMC, Red Rose, REL, Revel, 

SME, Stax, TAGMclaren, Tom Evans, Wadia, 

Wilson Benesch. Please ring for friendly 

advice and to book a demonstration. Home 

demonstrations welcomed. Ring day or 

evening, 7 days a week before 9pm. Major 

credit cards accepted. Part exchange 

available. Established 1988. 

WALES 

NORTH WALES 

ACOUSTICA, 17 Hoole Rd, Chester CH2 

3NH. Tel 01244 344227. See our main entry 

under Cheshire. 

ACTON GATE AUDIO, 4 Ruabon Rd , 

Wrexham. Tel: 01978 364500. Demonstration 

room, installation service. Easy parking and 

motorway access. Mastercard, Visa etc. See 

main entry under Cheshire 



F I N E TWO CHANNEL AUD I 0 SYSTEMS 

Exposure Phono Pre-Amplifier 

XXVI. Dual regulated power supply 

gives big soundstage and a less 

clinical sound than most solid­

state phono stages. £1000. 

A.R.T. V6 loudspeaker. This new 

model has a very open, transparent 

sound and capable of good quality 

low bass. Well worth a listen. £3250. 

Model shown in ebony £3500. 

Final Electrostatic loudspeakers. 

All the transparency and imaging that 

only comes with this type of speaker 

design. Model shown is the F500 

panels with 5200 3oowpc active sub. 

All inclusive price of £3495. 

SME Series Mz tonearm. Wonderful 

engineering for this price. A much 

better sound than we expected at £613. 

Cartridge shown is the excellent new 

Lyra Argo at £849. 

(, 

/ 

Clearaudio Emotion turntable. 

Beautiful looking, non-suspended 

design with the Satisfy uni pivot ton­

earm. Incredible value, including 

cartridge at £655. 

Rogue Audio 90 power amplifier. 

The new 90 wpc stereo valve 

amplifier offering remarkable sound 

and value at £1995. 

Sugden Masterclass Phono 

amplifier. Very lucid, sonically on a 

par with some valve phono stages 

but with noise free high gain. £ 1299 

Opera V (Quinta) loudspeakers. 

The new floorstander from this manu­

facturer. More neutral than other mod­

els producing a big soundstage with 

natural bass. £2250. 

Conveniently located between Reading and 

Basingstoke, we are approximately 15 minutes drive 

from either Junction 12 on the M4 or Junction 6 

7 Comet House, Calleva Park, Aldermaston 

Reading, Berkshire RG7 8JA 

Demonstrations by appointment, 
Mondays to Saturdays 10:00 to 18:00. 

It is advisable to call us before visiting. 

on the M3. Free and easy parking, outside the 

building. We have a home evaluation scheme for 

those who might find this method more convenient. 

T 0118 981 9891 
E info@audioconsultants.co.uk 

www.audioconsultants.co.uk 
Part exchange welcome. Ex-demonstration and 

previously owned equipment listed on our website. 

AC/HFC/16 
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Not for 

conservatives 

The comprehensive range of turntables by Pro-ject, 

design is perhaps a little less conservative than the norm 
and yes, products are available in blue, and red, and yellow, and green. 

High quality record players are available from just over £ 100 

Contact us today for details of your nearest Centre of Excellence. 

Centres of Excellence are our elite dealers who have shown commitment to customer service, attended 

regular product training seminars and offer demonstration facilities on the majority of the Pro-ject range. 

Pro-ject Audio Distributed by: Henley Designs. 01235 511166, www.henleydesigns .co.uk, info@henleydesigns.co.uk 



Ordinary sound 

Pure High-Fidelity, powered by Onkyo. 

C-1VL Audiophile Grade CD Player 

� ��li?N'hlb����1rRY � DIRECT DIGITAL PATH 

A-1 VL Integrated Digital Stereo A,mplifier 

'vl...DIGIT/\L � 

Music is sound but not all sound is musical. If absolute fidelity matters to you (and it should) may 

we suggest you investigate Onkyo's new A-1VL Digital Stereo Amplifier and C·1VL CD Player. 

Designed to sound as good as they look, these sleek hi-fi separates incorporate state·of·the·art 

VL (Vector Linear) digital technology (in the amplifier) plus audiophile grade Wolfson digital-to· 

analogue converters in the CD player. The result is an amazingly dynamic and utterly involving 

sound quality. Factor in our now legendary standard of build and engineering, and you've got a 

truly irresistible package ... it's the Onkyo way. 

IMAGINATIVE SIGHT & SOUND 

www.onkyo.co.uk 
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