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A different Classé

For more than 20 years Classé has been designing and manufacturing extraordinary
audio equipment for enthusiasts who demand nothing less than the very best. Our
engineers have a passion for what they create and it shows: engineering, style, user-

interface, product reliability and performance are all second to none. The new Delta
series is an inspired statement about the art of high performance design. Visit us
at www.classeaudio.com or experience the product range at one of the following

authorised retailers.

Holburn Hi-Fi Ltd
+ 44 (0) 1224 585 713
note@holburnhifi.co.uk

Hi-Fi Experience
+44 (0) 20 7580 3535
sales@hifilondon.co.uk

Sound Academy
+44 (0)1922 493 499
sales@soundacademy.co.uk

Acoustica
+44 (0) 1244 344 227
geoff.coleman@acoustica.co.uk

Robert Taussig
+44 (0) 20 7487 3455
sales@roberttaussig.co.uk

-_—
Cloney Audio
+353(0) 1288 9449
sales@cloneyaudio.com
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WELCOME TO HI-FI CHOICE

To ensure you get the best information, opinion and advice, Hi-Fi Choice
employs.the most knowledgeable and experienced hi-fi writers in the business...

‘| “Music digs deep into our emotional core like no
- other art form. It touches the soul and makes
grown men weep. Hi-fi is simply a means to a
musical end - it provides the conduit for its
energy and detail, delivers scale and space,

ensures you get closer to the tone and impact of the original
performance. It makes music seem more real and hence achieve
its emotional goal. Quite simply, the music that moves you,
moves you more.” Tim Bowern, Editor

PAUL MESSENGER

A former HFC editor, Paul
has been writing about his
beloved hi-fi hobby for
nearly 30 years. In that
time he has become one of
the world's most respected
sonic scribes and probably
the UK's foremost
loudspeaker reviewer.

RICHARD BLACK
Richard is a professional
musician, an experienced
recording-engineerand a
highly knowledgeable hi-fi
analyst to boot. He has a
particular knack for writing
about complicated subjects
in a comprehensible way
and he only writes for HFC

>

DAN GEORGE
Dan is a huge hi-fi nut
whose dream came true
when he became HFC's
reviews editor. Armed with
a bristling contacts book
and a pair of razor-sharp
ears, he ensures that only
the most interesting
products make it into HFC.

ALVIN GOL

Alvin cut his hi-fi teeth in
retail, and has been writing
about his obsession for
more than 20 years. In that
time he has contributed his
encyclopaedic knowledge to
almost every hi-fi periodical
you can think of (and
several more besides)

ART DUDLEY

One of the most respected
commentators on the
American hi-fi scene, Art has
written for numerous titles
including Hi-Fi Heretic,
Sounds Like and Listener.
Among other things, he is
currently ‘editor-at-large’ of
US journal Stereophile.

ESTABLISHED 1975

is your essential guide to
audio excellence in the home, from vinyl
records to the latest digital music
formats. For 30 years, our unique tests
have brought you the most thorough
and reliable hifi journal around. And our
mix of cherry-picked kit, rigorous group
tests and in-depth equipment reviews
continues to ensure that is the
magazine you can trust. Published 13

JASON KENNEDY
Jason previously edited
HFC, but can now be found
swanning about the wilds
of Sussex indulging himself
with the very best hi-fi
money can buy. His own
system is simply sensational
(trust us) and his love of
music knows no bounds

DAVID VIVIAN

An award-winning
journalist, David's sharp
ears and equally

sharp powers of description
are a valuable mix for HFC.
He also writes about cars,
but who needs the latest

Lotus when you've got the
finest hi-fi to test drive?

ALAN SIRCOM
After a stint selling hi-fi,
Alan began his journalistic
career at HFC some 13
years ago. Now a successful
freelancer, you too can
benefit from his extensive
hi-fi knowledge, from purist
two-channel stereo to the
latest multichannel gear.

HIGHLIGHTS INSIDE >>

ULTIMATE GROUP TEST

Six top loudspeakers priced from £900 to
£1,600 are put before the HFC bench. Council
begs to ask which one is the best, m'lud?

CLEARLY OPAQUE

Clearaudio’s normally transparent turntables
get wood. Does it stiffen up the sound?

BJORK SPEAKS!
Fresh from her latest venture — tuming into a
whale, no less - the Icelandic elf talks music

times a year, it's the smarter hi-fi read...

STELLO SUPERSTAR
Why Korean newcomer Stello makes one of
the best DACs we've ever heard...

AND MUCH, MUCH MORE...

The next issue of Hi-Fi Choice is on sale

25 August. Don't miss a thing — see p80 for
our latest great subscription offer!
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Inside your free 2nd-hand hi-fi mini-mag...
2 A-ZGuide to 2nd-hand kit - this
issue, Mission, plus DIY tips

3 Trading Pages
7 Reader Classified

Contents

7 PRODUCT NEWS
The juiciest new fruit from the hi-fi tree

12 HAPPENINGS

Hot stories and events from around

Planet Hi-Fi

14 DISPATCHES

Fresh opinion from the hi-fi commentators
with clout

20 ESSENTIALS
Hot hi-fi accessories — tested just for you

23 INTERVIEW
Visionary Icelandic superstar Bjork

EQUIPMENT REVIEWS

September 2005 [Issue 271]

24 COMPETITION
Win a complete system worth £1,500

from Micromega's lovely Minium range
26 CHOICE CUTS

New music — rated by our experts for
sound and content

29 CHOICE MAIL
A selection of your letters and emails

32 BEAUTIFUL SYSTEMS

A high-end set-up of genuine sonic
beauty... This issue: big-name high end
from ARC, Jadis and MartinLogan

IN-DEPTH PRODUCT TESTS
38 Clearaudio Ambient turntable

42 Mcintosh MA2275
integrated valve amplifier
46  Dali lkon 6 loudspeaker
48 Sugden CD21SE CD player
52 Exposure XXXV integrated amplifier

LOUDSPEAKERS £900-£1,600
68 Audio Physic Spark 3

69 B&W 805S
71 MonoPulse 42A

BUYER'S BIBLE

The ultimate guide to high performance
hi-fi and AV gathering together all our
favourite products for your perusal. Your
shortlist starts here...

SOURCE COMPONENTS

86 CD players

88 DVD players

90 Vinyl

93 Radio tuners

94 Digital recorders

READER SERVICES

ULTIMATE GROUP TEST

54  Gamut L5 loudspeaker

58 Arcam CD36 CD player

61  NAD C555 turntable

63 Stello DA220 DAC

65  Pro-ject Debut/Phono SB
turntable

73  Rega R7
75 Triangle Celius ES
77  Usher Compass CP6311

AMPLIFIERS
102 Stereo amps

104 AV amps
LOUDSPEAKERS

106 Stereo speakers

110 AV speaker packages
ANCILLARIES

113 Headphones

115 Cables

117 Stands and supports

Our regular information service, including
where to buy, how to get a back issue and
our brilliant hi-fi accessories shop

80 How to subscribe

83  Back issues

M9 Clossary

121 Choice Bits accessories shop

122 Dealer Guide

128 Dealer Directory

130 What's in next month's Hi-Fi Choice
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Classic Walnut

Total Aural Satisfaction . . .

. from a stunning good looker.

To experience how we can enhance your listening pleasure, visit your nearest dealer.
Details can be found on our website : www.nbien.com or you can email us at info@nbien.com.
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® NEW PRODUCT SPOTLIGHT

ONKYO C-733 AND A-933 CD PLAYER AND DIGITAL AMP

Onkyo has recommitted to stereo with

its cutting-edge, sub-£500 275 Series
product range. Pictured is the tasty ‘new
generation’ CD player and 80-watt digital
stereo amp that Onkyo hopes will mark its
successful return to affordable, high-class
two-channel separates.

The compact duo measure just 275mm
wide (hence the moniker) and are both
wrapped in a chunky aluminium chassis that
belies the price. With its new digital amp
technology, Onkyo aims to eradicate signal

noise and both products also sport a host of
proprietary technologies to optimise
performance. Key features include Wolfson
24-Bit/192kHz DACs and a special precision
loading system for the CD player, plus six
inputs (including MM phono) and dual
toroidal power supplies for the amp. Onkyo
also offers an innovative iPod docking station
allowing you to control your Apple iPod's
functionality from any Onkyo remote. Cool.

To find out more, see our in-depth review in

the November edition of Hi-Fi Choice

PRODUCT Onkyo C-733 and A-933

TYPE CD player and integrated digital amplifier
PRICE (C-733) £400, (A-933) £500

KEY FEATURES (C-733) Wolfson 24-Bit// 192kHz
DACs © CD-R/RW and MP3 playback © Onkyo
noise shaping circuit © Optical digital outputs

© (A-933) 'New Generation’ digital technology

© 80 watts per chaannel © Tone controls and
source direct © MM phono stage © Six line inputs
CONTACT = 01494 681515 & www.onkyo.co.uk |
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“THIS MACHINE IS PURE AUDIO RESEARCH:
HIGH-END, THOROUGHBRED AND UTTERLY MUSICAL.”

ARC ANGELS

“SOUNDS ARE PRODUCED FROM

AN UNSHAKABLE FOUNDATION...

YOU FEEL LIKE YOU COULD TRIP
OVER THE MUSICIAN”

“THERE IS SOMETHING SPECIAL ABOUT THEIR
SIMPLE 1950’S STYLING; THEIR USE OF VALVES
AND THEIR UNDOUBTED ABILITY TO PRODUCE
MUSICAL SOUNDS THAT MAKES THE PRODUCT
EXTREMELY DESIRABLE.”

AUDIO RESEARCH VM220

VACULM TURE PREAMPLIER

B BAL

Audio Research has studiously applied the technology
gained from their Reference series amplifiers to every
model in their range, right down to the entry-level designs.

The SP16 preamplifier, VS55, VS110 and VM220 power
amplifiers, the state-of-the-art CD3 Mk Il CD player, the
multi-channel amplifier and the VSi55 integrated amplifier
are not only packed with knowledge gained from the
company's legendary flagship models, but they herald a
change in the way reasonably-priced high-end equipment
is perceived. The astonishing PH5 brings Reference
Phono performance to a remarkably affordable price
point. The LS25 Mk Il Pre-amp clearly shares parenta?e
with the Reference pre-amplifiers. And the VT100 Mk TlI
boasts DNA derived from the Reference 300 and 600

power amps.

Now, there is new inspiration. Joining these classics is the
most radical product yet to wear the AudioResearch logo:
the Reference 3 preamplifier. An absence of conventional
controls, refined circuitry, better sound.

The bloodline strengthens.

For details of the full range and your nearest dealer,
contact Absolute Sounds.

Audio Research: not a cautious choice, but a

considered one.

“A SUPERB
ALL-ROUNDER AND
AN OBVIOUS BEST BUY”

“OUSTANDING SOUND
QUALITY AND EXCEPTIONAL
EASE OF USE”

manice 3 v DEPRTION

AUDIO RESEARCH REF 3

l l
-—" -—w

AUDIO RESEARCH CD 3 MK2

absolute sounds Itd
58 Durham Road, London SW20 0TW
T: +44 (0)20 89 71 39 09 F: +44 (0)20 88 79 79 62

www.absolutesounds.com

info@absolutesounds.com



MONRIO MC207

All the way from Italy, Monrio's

MC207 amp will be competing in
November's Ultimate Group Test, flaunting
its luxurious fit ‘'n’ finish and Italian charm.

The MC207 heads up Monrio’s MC Series of

integrateds and is configured in dual mono
for maximum isolation between the channels.
The PCB is split across two boards — one for
the output stage and power supply, the other
for the low-level audio stage. There are also
two hefty power transformers to deliver the

i audiofile

® NEW PRODUCT SPOTLIGHT

amp's 80-watt output, so there's plenty in
reserve when the music shifts up a gear.

The Monrio lab team has made every effort
to separate the signal from the source
selection control circuit, with all switching
done by logic-controlled relays. More
immediately obvious, however, is the
refreshing cosmetic design, which sets it
apart from the cautious approach of its peers.

To find out more, see our in-depth review in
the November edition of Hi-Fi Choice

INTEGRATED AMPLIFIER

PRODUCTrMonrio MC207 ) ’

TYPE Integrated stereo amplifier |
PRICE £1,195
KEY FEATURES Dual mono interal construction

© 80 watts per channel © Five line-level inputs
© Huge twin transformers @ Remote control

september 2005 | HI-FI CHOICE 9
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NEW PRODUCT HIGHLIGHTS

S VA seven channel power amp were
: officially unveiled at the recent CEDIA custom installation show in Birmingham.
The new AVP700 processor and P1000 amplifier are aimed at audiophiles and
videophiles alike, filling the void between the integrated AVR receiver range and the
upmarket FMJ series. The AVP700 features video format up-conversion, HDMI digital
video switching and full custom install connectivity. Arcam has employed cutting edge
Crystal chipsets and Wolfson DACs for digital audio processing, all of which may be
bypassed when using a two-channel source.

Power is rated at 7x135 watts for the DiVA P1000, which Arcam promises has
"audiophile sound quality for music and movies". Further features include a multistage
protection system and huge toroidal-based power supply. The two amps are available
in black or silver livery.

Price AVP700 £1,400; P1000 £1,600 Due now
@ 01223 203200 & www.arcam.co.uk

@ Cambridge Audio

Award-winning ‘affordable hi-fi' brand Cambridge Audio has revamped its popular
Azur 640A and 540A integrated stereo amps. Eighteen months since the launch of
the original Azur models, the new 'second generation’ amps now feature a raft of internal
changes, including more power, improved heat sinks and redesigned preamp circuitry. The
improvements are claimed to deliver lower noise and offer greater transparency. While the
cosmetics remain unchanged, the fascia controls have been improved to give a better feel
and a new 'navigator' remote control is also supplied.
Price 540A £200; 640A £250 Due now
= 0870 900 1000 # www.cambridgeaudio.com

10 HI-FI CHOICE | september 2005

AZUR 540A AND 640A

KOMPONENT SERIES

Linn's new 'modern living’ Komponent

loudspeakers are some of the most affordable
designs the Scottish company has ever produced. The
four new models, including a floorstander, a standmount,
a centre/rear speaker and subwoofer, are built from
extruded aluminium and are available in Linn's Aktiv
configuration, where a single amp channel is dedicated
to each drive unit. The main speakers have tweeters
mounted in a dedicated alloy chassis, isolated from the
rest of the cabinet, while the car tyre-sized subwoofer -
at just 20cm tall — is small enough to go under sofas.
Price from £250 to £750 per speaker Due now
@ 0141 307 7777 = www.linn.co.uk

EX SERIES

Pioneer is to introduce three high-end,

Beryllium-equipped speakers to audiophiles across
the world. Designed by TAD (Technical Audio Devices)
with Pioneer experts from Japan, France and the US, the
new EX Series features proprietary drivers and Beryllium
tweeters, with extension up to 100kHz. Both the
three-way floorstander and the matching centre speaker
combine two 180mm TAD-designed units with
‘Carbon-Aramid’ cones, plus a concentric mid/treble
unit with a 140mm magnesium cone and 25mm
tweeter. The impressive new drivers are treated to a rigid,
wood-wrapped cabinet, which measures up to100mm
thick in the most crucial areas. The models range from
the standmount S-2EX to the floorstanding S-1EX,
together with the S-7EX centre speaker.
Price from £3,500 to £4,500 per pair Due now
= 01753 789789 & www.pioneer.co.uk



D10

T+A's new stereo-only SACD player has been designed with a valve-based output and filter stage. It uses

12AX7 double triode valves in the preamp stage and ECC 99 double triodes in the output stage to remove
digital ‘glare’. The flagship source also offers advanced digital decoding, with a “"double mono quadruple DAC"
(four 24-Bit/348kHz), which T+A feels is the best available today. Furthermore, the D10's signal processor is
fully programmable and can be switched between oversampling algorithms to tailor the sonic output. The
top-loading player weighs in at 12kg and comes with a equally hefty price tag.

Price £4,600 Due now
= 0208901 2662 & www.taelektroakustik.de

KEF iQ SERIES

KEF's popular Q Series speaker range has

been completely overhauled and now
includes eight all-new models. The range extends
from the entry-level bookshelf iQ1 to the iQ9
floorstander and effectively replaces all current Q
models. KEF's proprietary tweeter-in-cone Uni-Q
driver array remains but with several upgrades,
including stiffer, titanium-coated long-throw
cones and elliptical tweeter dome profiles. KEF
claims the revisions mean greater loudness, lower
distortion, better bass and sweeter treble. All
models will have a nominal eight-ohm impedance
for easy system matching and are offered in a
choice of five finishes.
Price from £230 to £800 per pair Due now
= 01622 672261

) ®
- =

ESOTERIC UX-1

If money is no object, TEAC's new Esoteric

UX-1 universal disc player — imported by
Symmetry Systems — may offer the last word in disc
replay. The latest edition to the flagship series is said
to have “the world's best image and sound quality”,
according to a TEAC spokesman. Key features include
an ultra-rigid proprietary mechanism to eliminate
vibration, a highly specialised clocking system and
upmarket D-to-A conversion. A comprehensive range
of in/outputs is specified, including a 5.1 output for
high-resolution multichannel audio.
Price £9,995 Due now
= 01727 865488 & www.teac.com/esoteric

M520

Eastern Electric's M520 Class A integrated valve
amp can change from 18-watt ultralinear to
24-watt pentode mode at the flick of a switch. The new
five-input amp is part of a complete range, comprising
pre/power amps, a phono stage and a tube-based CD
player with HDCD playback. All products are backed
by a 30-day money back guarantee and are brought to
the UK by Shadow Distribution.
Price £1,399 Due now
@ 01592 744 779 = www.easternelectric.co.uk

NHT's new Pro M-00
active monitor is
now on sale. Pictured
above, this compact,
wall-mountable
speaker features
proprietary drivers,
an aluminium
enclosure and a
75-watt builtin amp.
It's priced at £199
(per speaker) and is suitable for use in both
hifi and home studio applications.

= 0845 0255555

Va

ROKSAN is discounting its Kandy CD player
and amp when bought together. The Kandy
twin pack will sell for £1,000, while the
individual components remain at £650 each.
@ 01235 511166

SENNHEISER has a new noise cancelling
set of headphones called the PXC 300. The
£130 folding cans weigh just 65 grams
and are said to increase noise reduction
over previous models thanks in part to
their cunning ‘closed’ design.
= 0800 652 5002

ONKYO's new TX-SR503E budget 7.1 receiver
offers a taste of surround sound for just

- £250. Onkyo also has a new CD/DAB micro

system to rival Denon’s DM31 called the
CS-220UK, for just £220 without speakers.
@ 01494 681515

MERIDIAN has unveiled two new subwoofers,
with both digital inputs for Meridian
controllers and active inputs on XLR. Both
the SW1600 (£1,995) and SW5500
(£2,560) feature custom-made 300mm
woofers, with two drivers in the SW5500.

@ 01480 445678

PARADIGM speakers are back in the UK
following a three-year absence, thanks to
Anthony Gallo distributor Networx. The
Canadian brand's portfolio includes hifi
and AV speakers, like the Reference
Signature models pictured below, plus
in-wall and outdoor models.

@ 0870 3501349
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HAPPENINGS

PETER BARTLETT
Job Title: Managing Director
Company: Cyrus Audio

What's your most exciting product in
development at the moment?

An exciting new amplifier topology to extend
the X series. But this new project will remain
under wraps for some months to come.

What's the most innovative product
you've encountered recently?

The audio industry is at a very exciting time, as
two channel audio systems come back into
fashion. At every price point - from the
ubiquitous iPod through to the high end of
loudspeaker development — music enthusiasts
have never had so many truly great sounding
and well designed options to inspire them.
How are you listening to music today?

My favourite albums and downloaded music on
a Linkserver media library. This has allowed me
to replay music | knew | liked from years ago,
but never managed to get round to play. | know
many folk who think digital is bad for music but
- on the contrary — | find it stimulating, in the
same way portable players like iPods are.

CD or vinyl - and why?

CD and vinyl please. | am of an age where my
favourite albums are mostly on vinyl and they
sound amazing, so why choose? Over the years,
| flip between preferring vinyl to digital and
back. Right now | am playing mainly digital, but
lots of stuff played at home remains LP based.

SEPTEMBER
23-25 The Hi-Fi and Home
Entertainment Show
The Renaissance and Park Inn hotels,
Heathrow, London
020 8515 2151
London’s best-established hi-fi show

OCTOBER

29-30 Home Entertainment Show
Renaissance Hotel, Manchester
01206 391001
Manchester's home cinema expo

NOVEMBER

46 What Hi-Fi Sound and Vision Show
Novotel, London
020 8267 8378
Third year for this new London show

12 HI-FI CHOICE | september 2005
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Mission goes to IAG

Loudspeaker specialist Mission has been purchased by the

International Audio Group (IAG), a Chinese company that owns the
Quad, Wharfedale and Audiolab brands. IAG purchased the Mission
business from Fundamental E Investments and the brand name from NXT
plc, which is run by Mission founder Farad Azima.

Mission has been in financial difficulties for over twelve months
following a series of ownerships, including the original management
buyout by Symphonix in 2000 and last year's deal with Fundamental E
Investments. Mission has been up for sale since May this year.

In a statement that signalled the end of what remained of Mission's UK
manufacturing, IAG MD Tim Harris said: "With full access to IAG's
considerable manufacturing infrastructure (in China), Mission will now be
in an ideal position to pursue — with the utmostvigour - its long-held
commitment to technical innovation and product excellence.”

HDCD online
information

Thomas Bergman is an audiophile and a big fan

A to D with
polish

of HDCD encoded CDs, but he was frustrated
by the fact that there are no lists or catalogues of
HDCD titles available, not even from the record
companies. So he has created his own database at
www.hdcd.se, where you can search for HDCD discs
and add any that are not already on the site. You need
to register with the site to get hold of catalogue

Market Wire's

Magix Audio
Cleaning Lab 10 software
is a series of PC tools for
analogue and digital
recording. These include >
automated de-hissingand

numbers or to enter
albums onto it, but
the database is free to
all users and should
prove handy for
anyone who
appreciates HDCD's
improved CD sound.

"spectral cleaning”, claimed to remove background
noise "without affecting the music”. ACL will let
you put multiple stereo albums on a DVD disc,
convert stereo to four-channel surround and burn
discs in 24-bit DVD-Audio format, though no
oversampling rate is specified. Due for a
September release, ACL 10 will cost £29.99.

Music Piracy on the wane

It would seem that the crackdown on filesharing by

the BPI (British Phonographic Industry) has made
an impression. A recent survey suggests that 35% of
downloaders are now paying for their music, far larger
numbers than in previous years. According to Russell Hart,
Entertainment Media Research'’s chief executive: “There is
a good chance that we will see legal downloaders
outnumber pirates in the next six to 12 months".

To date, the BPI has taken 90 illegal file sharers to task,
with many facing prosecution and hefty fines. This did not
stop Coldplay's latest album X&Y being made available
online prior to its release on June 1st, however, which
suggests that either download prices will have to fall or the
BPI's case file will get busier before the problem is solved.




IN THE STUDIO

0zzy gets the
Monster treatment

Black Sabbath frontman and TV star Ozzy Osbourne has credited
Monster Cable on the cover of his new Prince of Darkness box set.
Ozzy's studio has had the full Monster treatment courtesy of David
Frangioni, "technical liaison to the stars”. Frangioni installed Monster's
AVS2000 voltage correcting conditioners and HTPS7000 power
conditioners, the latter incorporating a balanced topology to eliminate
noise. The LA studio also features extensive use of Monster Cable.
Prince of Darkness is a four-disc set, featuring material from Ozzy's back
catalogue and including alternate takes, as well as collaborations with PETE DOHERTY
Therapy and Wu-Tang Clan among others. Title: the
Release date: September
Pete Doherty is currently finishing his debut

JIMMY!S TWEAKS #34 album with Babysha?mblesl. ”Thefe’s a lot of

t and its quite hard
HANDY HINTS FROM JIMMY HUGHES - HIFI'S SUPER TWEAKER prallysad songs onlit A s Ul iy
mixing it. It's the best record I've ever made,

Human Voice Is Your Reference by a long shot.”

With many instruments, a little tinkering

of the tonal balance can offer FUGEES

‘improvements'. For example, a slight lift Title: thc

in the 3kHz Presence region can increase Release date: thc

tonal brilliance and transient attack, Nine years after The Score, The Fugees are

giving cymbals greater immediacy, and finally attempting a follow-up. Wyclef Jean,

guitar strings greater bite. Great! But Lauryn Hill and Pras Michel have all

then, a female voice starts to sing, and pursued solo careers since 1996. Now Pras
suddenly the sound is edgy and wispy, with a rough exaggerated has revealed they've been laying down
sibilance. On men's voices, the effect is even worse — rough and initial tracks, while Wyclef says: “I want the
‘chesty’, as though the singer had a frog in their throat. That's the Fugee thing to happen because it's not just
problem when parts of the frequency spectrum are exaggerated. But, if music. It's a movement."
you can get male and female voices sounding natural and right,
everything else will sound natural... and sound right too. RAY DAVIES

Title: thc

Release date: 6 September

The former Kinks leader has signed with V2
to release his solo debut. He's been unvailing
material from it in recent live performances

and says: "I've done lots of songs. They're all

Brian Wilson Smile different, but they're all about me, which is
Outkast Speakerboxx/The Love Below

Various Artists Motown: The Classic Years

quite worrying when you think about it."

DJ Jazzy Jeff and the Fresh Prince Homebase
Various Artists Clubbers Guide Summer 2005
Chopin Nocturnes

Various Artists The Best of Café Del Mar

Bill Withers Original Hits

Banco de Gaia Last train to Lhasa

10 Jamiroquai Space Cowboy

TEXAS

Title: Red Book

Release date: 31 October

Sharleen Spiteri and crew return with the
follow-up to 2003's Careful What You Wish
For. Getaway, the first single, is an

W oONOOUbH WN=-

ARTISTS RECENTLY ABSENT FROM THE CUT AND THRUST OF
SHOWBIZ HYPE DUE TO FINISHING THEIR LATEST ALBUMS

up-beat, radio-slaying pop single in the
classic mould, with a feisty vocal from
Spiteri over a rollercoaster of pianos,
guitars and electronics.

SHERYL CROW

Title: thc

Release date: 27 September

Crow recently claimed she would release
two albums in 2005. “I'm writing a lot more
love songs, but there's also so much stuff to
write about in the world,” she says. “It's a
really interesting time to be an artist."

ALSO COMING SOON...

JAZZ/ CLASSICAL

David Chesky Area 31 (Jul), Chet Baker
Jazz Moods (Aug), Anne-Sophie Mutter
Carmen Fantasy (Sep), Renee Fleming
Sacred Album (Oct)

SACD/DVD-A

Bizet Carmen (SACD, Jul), Grieg Peer Gynt
(SACD, Jul), Brahms Symphony No.4
(DualDisc, Jul), Simple Minds New Gold
Dream (DVD-A, Sep), The Thrills So Much
For The City (DVD-A, Sep)
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Stuart M Robinson

Promotional immaterial

It doesn't matter who you are, getting
high-resolution (DVD-A/SACD) review
samples is a tough business. Some companies
are great: Linn Records, Warner (US), 5.1
Entertainment, TACET, Opus3 and a few
others, but most are absolutely useless. | can
readily imagine the following scenario:

"Hello, this is Prince Charles. I'd like a review
sample of War of the Worlds, please. | like
Martians, met one at a fete..."

“Prince Charles? Sorry, you're not on my list."

“Try Prince of Wales."

"No, sorry. Is there anyone more senior in
your organisation?”

"There's the Duke of Edinburgh.”

"Like the Duke of Earl? Ha ha ha... No, he's
not on the list either.”

"Alright, try The Queen.”

"Queen? Now you're being silly, they never

officially disbanded after Freddie Mercury died.

Their last album was in 1995."
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“’Hello, this is Prince Charles. I'd like a
review sample of War of the Worlds, please.’

‘Prince Charles? Sorry, you're not on my list.

"No, The Queen."

"Look, there was only one Queen, some
tribute bands are okay, but..."

You get the picture.

First and foremost, hardly anyone in the PR
business seems to know what a DVD-Audio or
SACD disc is. If you ever try explaining the
finer points of NICAM (near instantaneous
companded audio multiplexing, best known as
stereo for TV) to one of the sales drones in
Dixons, the look on his or her face will be very
similarand it doesn't matter how much time
you spend telling them that a CD copy is
about as useful as an ashtray on a motorbike,
that's what they'll send all the same.

Then we've got the second group, PR
organisations that are, quite frankly, useless.
When Noble PR handled Warner's UK business,
it somehow managed to find pre-release
samples of DVD-Audio titles and failing that,
advance copies of the finished article. Brilliant!
But then, when their job was given to LD
Publicity in early 2004, it was if Warner's
DVD-Audio output no longer existed. Forget
about the DVD-Audio and CD versions being
confused, they weren't prepared to send either,
to anyone!

Ultimately, however, the reluctance to
distribute review samples without a series of
blood tests and the promise of giving up one's
first-born to a life of record company slavery,
comes down to an underlying paranoia. Far too
often, music that has only been distributed to
members of the press finds its way onto Kazaa,
eBay or RapidShare, and in the current climate
of distrust and file-sharing litigations, that also
has an impact on reputable journalists (if that
isn't a contradiction in terms).

Ironically, the method of stamping out all
‘dubious’ activities relating to advance copies
is to distribute music on either of the two most
secure formats... and you guessed it, they just
happen to be DVD-Audio and SACD. The
high-resolution content of DVD-Audio cannot
be ‘ripped" and there are no computer-based
consumer drives capable of reading the DSD
layer of an SACD, so what more do record
companies want? Many A&R staff at labels
large and small have pressed for review
samples to be distributed on DVD-Audio discs
(which are much easier and cheaper to make in
small quantities than SACDs). But this
approach brings about a problem: what is the
stuffy old curmudgeon at Mozart Review or



What Early Music User (both mythical titles)
going to make of a DVD-Audio disc? This is the
same guy who only abandoned his wax
cylinder a few weeks ago.

So it's the good old chicken-and-egg/circular
argument situation once again. High-resolution
gets no promotion because it hasn't had
enough promotion, even though DVD-Audio
and SACD are the ideal promotional tools.
Irony is a lost art in music PR...

is editor and publisher of
HighFidelityReview.com, a website dedicated to
high-resolution digital sound

he entire electrical and electronics industry
will have to start paying for its goods to be

recycled from January next year, as a result of
the EU WEEE Directive (waste electrical and
electronic equipment). Manufacturers,
distributors and retailers of all varieties will
have to meet the cost of recycling the products
they currently make and sell as well as the
electronics components that already exist.

From an environmental point of view, this is
entirely laudable. However, the way in which
hi-fi companies among others are being asked
to pay for tidying up the mess that is often left
by defunct or no longer distributed brands is
still very unclear.

| spoke to John Dawson, head of R&D at
Arcam, about the likely effect on cost and
while he said that it was expected to be in the
region of £5 to £10 at the manufacturing
level, he did not know how this figure would
be treated as the product went through the
distribution and retail chain; it could end up
being much more. Manufacturers like Arcam
are very keen to have a visible fee at the point
of sale. So far, the government is refusing to
make this mandatory and big retailers (Tesco,
Comet and so on) feel it will upset price points.
Rob Hay at BADA (British Audio Dealers
Association) says most of his members would
like a visible fee, but they also want the
government to publicise the reasons for the fee.

At present, the onus is on retailers to provide
an in-store take back service. So, if you buy a

RETRO

'HI-FI REVISITED

MCINTOSH MC275
POWER AMPLIFIER

Not many products can live up
being described as legendary, but
here is a rare exception. The
Mclntosh MC275 must surely
also take the Patrick Moore's The Sky at Night
prize for longevity, and it is renowned for its
bold, spacious and open sound, which involves
none of the softness and lack of incisiveness
that continues to afflict many valve amps.

A stereo bridgeable valve driven power
amplifier, it was introduced in 1961 and is still
available today, visually all but unaltered. By
hi-fi standards, this comes out of the ark,
although Denon has a cartridge — the DL-103 —
in constant production since 1962.

Electrically, the MC275 is clearly more than
just derivative of the original. But it has not
been available continuously in this period. It
disappeared in favour of solid-state designs in
July 1973, and reappeared in the 1990s, in the
first instance with the Gordon J Gow
(ex-President of McIntosh) Limited Edition. This
included changes necessary for balanced mode
operation, along with some high-quality
passive component substitutions and other
details. By this time, it was apparent what a
mistake had been made. One clue that might
have alerted McIntosh was that the price of
second-hand samples had escalated to the
point where they were changing hands for
more, often much more second-hand than they
commanded when new. The MC275 is now
fully restored to the MclIntosh lineup.

Externally, the differences are trivial. The
captive mains lead has been replaced by an
IEC socket, but surprisingly the antediluvian
and awkward to use screw-down speaker
terminals have been retained. Internally, the
big change is from a largely hard-wired circuit
to one based on a single monolithic PCB,
which is an important factor in keeping
production costs in check. It also brings the
MC275 in line with modern electrical code

Everything else is much as it always was. The
MC275 is a stereo power amplifier rated at 75
watts per channel (into 4, 8 or 16 ohms),
which was unusually powerful when first
launched, and remains an impressive figure
today. Sacrifice two channel operation, and

Melntosh 575

“Firstintroduced hack in
1961, the MC275 is now
fully restored to the
Mcintosh lineup.”

power output increases to 150 watts bridged.
The MC275 is in essence the core of the power
amplifier section of the MA2275 integrated
amp which is reviewed on page 42, and it uses
a similar valve complement including KT88
output tubes. One adjustable sensitivity line
input, which allows it to be used as a
rudimentary integrated amplifier for this input
only, is supplemented by a balanced XLR.

Also in common with the MA2275, the
MC275 uses the Unity Coupled Output
Transformer (co-invented by Gordon J Gow),
which in its basic form involves two bifilar
wound primaries and delivers lower distortion
across a wider power bandwidth. The output
transformer has two side by side primary
windings, which are magnetically and
capacitively coupled. Each primary is
connected to the plate and cathode of one of
the output tubes of each KT88 output valve,
essentially eliminating crossover distortion. In
the MC275, this design is extended to trifilar
windings, the third of which is connected to
the plates of the cathode follower driver,
further improving power bandwidth. The origin
of the Unity Coupled circuit and the bifilar
wound output transformer easily predate the
MC275 itself, and was originally introduced in
1947, and used on the 50W-2, one of
Mclntosh's first products.

Alvin Gold
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“Will your local Steptoe & Son really know
how to dispose of cadmium hy-products?”

component, the retailer must accept
anything you wish to be rid of, albeit within
the range of products they sell. Alternatively,
the retailer should have an arrangement with
the local authority, whereby you can dump the
machine with them without personal cost. But
will your local Steptoe & Son really know how
to dispose of cadmium by-products?

The fact that separates hi-fi is not thrown
away for thirty or forty years — if ever — does
not of course make much of an impression on
a scheme that's designed to deal with the
gamut of electrical equipment. | wrote to my
local MP Norman Baker about the situation.
He suggested that the public should bear the
cost when they decided to dump their
electronic and electrical equipment. While this
makes sense, it would probably also mean
rather more fridges being left in fields, or
amplifiers in alleyways for that matter!

Manufacturers are joining collective schemes,
to provide maximum compliance at the lowest
achievable cost for its members. It's expected
that recycling will cost approximately £200 per
tonne, but that the historical requirement
effectively doubles this burden and could add
40p per kg at factory. This is less than John
Dawson's guess, but as he also said, "nobody
really knows what the full implications are.”

A £40 DVD player or £150 micro system is
likely to be dumped within five years of
purchase, yet its low weight means that it
would contribute less to overall recycling costs
than a separates CD player weighing two or
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three times as much but likely to remain in use
for two or three times as long. Whatever
happens, hi-fi is likely to get a little more
expensive soon, so buy now while stocks last!
began working on Hi-Fi Choice
over 15 years ago, eventually rising to the
position of Editor. He's currently indulging his

passion as a freelance hi-fi writer ‘

Water Lily wonders

Are these the best classical recordings ever?

For the longest time, a dear friend was stuck ‘

in a relationship with a hard-drinking viper

of a woman. Cetting rid of her meant changing
the locks and calling the police. He was left a
mess, seemingly unable to share happiness
ever again. But some caring co-workers put
him together with a girl who'd also had a bad
time of things, and before long these two
decent people were able to function as whole
human beings, and more. True story.

| keep hoping that some similarly concerned
support group will take pity on the overlooked

and ill-understood audiophile,
and put him together with that
nice wallflower, classical music.
The first sign that the

pairing is inevitable came in
May of this year, with the
release of three new titles on
the audiophile (and distinctly
classical-oriented) label Water
Lily Acoustics. Kavi Alexander,
the man behind Water Lily, is
that rare lover of music and
audio whose intellectual
curiosity, inner calm and sheer
sense of fun allow him to
transcend both camps.
Nonetheless, he has given us
something we might never
have hoped for. He's delivered
live recordings that crackle
with art's electricity, made
with the kind of fidelity most
have never heard.

The three new discs are the
Shostakovich Symphony No.7, the Svetlanov C
minor Piano Concerto (paired with Scriabin's
Symphony No.3), and the Mahler Symphony
No.5. All were played by the Saint Petersburg
Philharmonia and recorded in the historic
Great Hall of Saint Petersburg, using a Tascam
DSD recorder and a pair of Pearl microphones.
Of the three, available as reqular discs or true
SACDs, it's the Mahler | enjoy the most. | could
quibble with aspects of the interpretation - is
there any truer evidence of Furtwdngler's
dictum against recorded music than the
thought of an untrained listener in shorts and
a tee-shirt, suggesting changes he might've
made to a transitory work of art? - but the
performance is incandescent. | love hearing
Russian musicians play that Klezmeresque
outburst in the first movement, and the
famous adagietto is pure limpid calm, lacking
the schmaltz of a Bernstein.

The sound is remarkable. It isn't enough to
say the SACD is best appreciated on a good
system. One could make the case that Kavi's
Mahler can only be appreciated on a good
system. The spatial perspective is wider than
usual, and the spaces between the notes are
silent. Most effective of all, this is the least
compressed recording I've heard, requiring a
consistently realistic playback level. (If that first
fortissimo isn't loud enough to frighten you a
bit, then the sound won't be loud enough for
you to tell that the violins are playing col legno
at the end of the same movement.) You'll also
be compelled to play the whole thing through,
every time — and Heaven knows there's
nothing wrong with that.

has written for Hi-Fi Heretic, Sounds

Like and Listener. He lives in the US and works

as Stereophile’s editor-at-large



Alan Sircom

Stat attack

The numbers are in: hi-fi's back in fashion

Aside from a few days of gargling somewhere
often hot and pretty (this year — Sorrento),
aside even from the chance to fondle the next
generation of high-quality audio products,
perhaps the reason why the annual Marantz
press conference is one of the most important
dates in the journo's calendar is Ken Ishiwata's
State of the Business Address.

You see, Ken has The Power. Specifically, the
brand ambassador for Marantz has The Power
of the EIAJ (Electronics Industries Association
of Japan) statistics. These are usually kept a
closely-guarded secret; no-one may hand out
copies of this data, it's down to the individual
scribe to note relevant information from Ken's
Powerpoint presentation.

It shows just how dramatic trends can be
from one region to another. Take TV, for
example. In 2004, 147million televisions were
sold worldwide (up slightly from 2003), of
which 10.3million sets were LCD and plasma
sets (almost two and a half times as many as in
2003). But these statistics do not reflect the
market by region. The EU and China account
for very similar total TV sales (28million in the
EU, 30million in China), but last year LCD
accounted for 2.5million sets in the EU and
just 300,000 in China, yet the projection
market in China (just over a million units) is
three times that of the EU.

And it's not just TV. DVD shows a range of
different priorities. In Japan, the DVD-Recorder
is king, with more than four of the seven and a
quarter million DVD machines sold there in
2004 sporting the ability to record. The rest of
the world bought almost 78million DVD
products last year, of which less than four and
a half million represented DVD-Recorder sales.

Many pundits are depressed about the lack
of growth in the pure audio market, but in fact
the statistics show the world isn't quite as bad
as it first seems. The hi-fi separates market is
only very slightly down in performance terms,
with 5,270,000 units sold in 2004, which
represents 98.9% of the figure for 2003. What
has occurred, however, is a shift in priorities of
the purchaser, although this was not
accounted for in Ken Ishiwata's sound-byte
statistics. The home cinema market — judging
from anecdotal evidence from dealers — has
fallen flat, as people are making a stand

CLASSIC ALBUMS

DJd SHADOW
ENDTRODUCING

When 23-year-old DJ Shadow
(aka Josh Davis) released his first
album in 1996, he could have

3 had little idea that he was
releasing a musical milestone. Endtroducing is
a fascinating cornucopia of styles, with no real
centre, but sparking off in a thousand different
directions. Unlike most hip-hop albums of the
time, there's very little in the way of rap, aside
from a few dislocated samples and vocal
quotes. There's no message, no theme, unless
you count the discombobulating atmosphere
of transcience and movement. There's a
distinct sense of restlessness and discomfiture,
the feeling that everything's been done before,
but that we're going to try and do something
new anyway. Nothing fits, but in a funny kind
of a way, towards the end of the twentieth
century, everything does.

Virtually the entire album is pieced together
from obscure vinyl sources. Showing much
respect for the music, but absolutely none for
genre differences, DJ Shadow pulled together a
dizzying range of styles and feels, painstakingly
splicing them together with the attention to
detail of the habitual nerd. The overall effect is
like a dream — not a nightmare exactly, but
disconcerting nonetheless, with occasional
blasts of almost-grasped insight and
transcendence. Its constantly shifting textures
of sound create an aural palace built on sand,
one that moves and weaves every time you
begin to think you're finding your balance.

His reverence for the material, both aural and
physical, is clear and there's even a hint of the
fetish in the way pops and crackles are left
intact or even added for additional ambience.
It gives the feeling that you've spent hours — if
not days — trawling through the basement of
Sacramento Records' store, where he sourced
most of his prime material. Packed with
teetering piles of 45s and dusty boxes, it was a
favourite hang-out of the nascent Shadow, and
the experience formed the basis of much of his
approach to music, as his liner notes to the
recently released Deluxe Edition show.

"It's a humbling experience because you're
looking through all these records and it's sort
of like a big pile of broken dreams, in a way.

“Packed with teetering
piles of 43s,itwas a
favourite hang-out for the
nascent Shadow.”

Almost none of these artists still have a career,
really, so you kind of respect that. If you're
making records, you're adding to this pile,
whether you want to admit it or not.”

The Deluxe Edition includes a full CD of
out-takes, extra tracks and works in progress
that break down some of Shadow's methods.
Without the benefit of modern computer
equipment, all mixes were done live, pulling
the records together as they played, then
overdubbing scratches and textures until the
tracks were completed. Therefore there are no
full multi-track versions of any of the tunes;
each of the cuts is a one-off deal that can
never be fully replicated again. His methods
are both a salute to the one-take recordings of
the past and a reflection of the hi-tec reality of
the present and future.

Like its title suggests, DJ Shadow's magnum
opus was both the beginning and the end, and
almost ten years on, he has yet to top it. But
perhaps this is unfair; later albums like Private
Press and Preemptive Strike are fine cuts in
their own rights, except they are constantly
compared to Endtroducing. But this was where
he was first able to pull his obsessions
together, and in the process make an album
that probably summed up music's transition
through the technical tsunami at the end of
the last century better than anyone. HFC

Dave Oliver
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against regular upgrades
and having five or more
speakers in their room. So, it
seems likely that this almost
unchanged state of play in
audio represents a drop in
home cinema interest,
combined with a possibly
concomitant upturn in
two-channel sales.

One thing's clear, though. If
you lump together everything
traditionally audio-related, last
year saw nearly 64million units
sold across the whole world,
again only fractionally down
on the previous year. Try and
match those numbers, iPod!

began his

journalistic career in the early
1990s. He has since become one of the hi-fi
and AV industry’s most respected scribes

David Vivian

Jaz1 pizzazz

0 ne of the nuggets of information most
commonly volunteered by users of hi-fi
magazine query pages is personal musical
taste. The conceit is that the best system is the
one rigidly tailored to a specific genre.

Taken to extremes, the logic of the tailored
system argument is hard to resist. A pair of
Quad Electrostatics, for instance, would be a
perverse first choice if you wanted to play
Motorhead flat out in a large room. Likewise,
JBL's finest probably aren't the best speakers in
the world with which to savour the delicate
string tone of a solo violin.

Real life usage, of course, is nothing like this
black and white. Common sense suggests that
the best system is the one that's even-handed
with all types of music and, given the dramatic
improvement in general sonic standards over
the past few years, | don't think that's too
much to ask for. Then again, | don't thing it's
quite that simple. We still need some kind of
musical benchmark, an acid test to sort the
men from the boys. And jazz is just the job - so
long as you first agree that it's more than three
blokes belting the living daylights out of a
bass, drums and piano.
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“Ifit’s areally good system, you might even
be ahle to listen to an entire late-period John
Coltrane album. Although that’s pushing it!”

Indeed, venture beyond the relatively safe
waters of funk and dinner jazz and you soon
find yourself tumbling through the rapids
disorientated; atonality, dissonance, horribly
complex polyrhythms are commonplace. On a
system that doesn't have its wits about it, this
stuff doesn't just sound 'difficult’ but
‘impossible’. Your first and strongest instinct is
to reach for the off switch. A good system,
however, will make sense out of the apparent
mayhem, allow you to hear structure and
progression, understand why individual strands
contribute to the whole. If it's a really good
system, you might even be able to listen to an
entire late-period John Coltrane album.
Although that's pushing it!

More important even than this, however, is a
jazz system's ability, when the occasion
demands, to communicate a sense of fun. The
bottom line is that it's got to be able to swing,
lock onto the groove, get your bits moving. If it
doesn't involve you on this level, it doesn't
matter how deep the bass goes, you just won't
get no satisfaction.

Finding a collection of components that can
play quiet as well as loud, swing high and low
with equanimity, provide a convincing sense of
scale yet focus sharply, sound natural with
acoustic instruments but appropriately ‘zingy'
and synthetic with those driven by electrons is
no easy thing. And you thought putting a
system together these days was as easy as
falling off a log. The problem with jazz isn't so
much the instruments the musicians use to
play it but the music itself.

So what's the secret? It's almost too simple.
Make friends with your nearest serious hi-fi
shop and be prepared to put in what should be
a good few enjoyable hours. This is strong
medicine (especially if you don't like jazz). But
get yourself a system that can handle jazz - all
jazz = and it can handle anything.

has been wallowing in gorgeous
hi-fi and then describing its virtues and vices in
Hi-Fi Choice since 1990

David Balfour

Online evolution

'I'he digital music revolution is opening a
world where music can be acquired online
more readily than ever before. Online stores
have many good things to offer. Finding and
hearing music — be it the latest hit or a rare
catalogue recording — has never been easier.
Sites such as iTunes offer a permanent easy
purchase of a digital music file, while new
subscription services from companies such as
Napster and Yahoo! allow users to rent instant
access to millions of songs.



It's easy to be enthusiastic about online
music. Not all is rosy in the online music
garden, however. Often consumers are getting
the hard end of the deal, and the hi-fi
enthusiast is especially poorly served by
current offerings. Fierce competition between
online rivals such as Apple, Sony and Microsoft
and has led to a situation where different
stores are selling music in completely different
digital file formats. Buy a song from iTunes
and it won't necessarily work on your
PC-based music player. Buy an iPod, and no
Windows-based files will work on it.
Furthermore, the record companies' fear of
piracy means that files bought from any online
music store will come bundled with digital
rights management (DRM), which places
restrictions on how that music can be copied or
transferred to other devices.

If you can successfully navigate your way
around the file-types and DRM, there are still
problems. For the hi-fi enthusiast, the biggest
drawback is that the audio quality generally
offered online is poor. The iPod has so far been
the driver of the digital music market, and
accordingly the music offered for sale online
has been encoded with the iPod and other
digital players in mind. Whatever the
advertising may say about downloads being
'CD quality’, the reality is usually a long way
from the truth. The quality of online music isn't
terrible — for portable devices it is generally
perfectly adequate. Add a serious hi-fi to the
mix, however, and music bought online
struggles to compare with CD — and even that
isn't quite what it used to be. With record
companies such as SonyBMG and EMI
increasingly insisting on the use of
copy-protection on CDs, DRM is encroaching
more and more on the world of 'physical’
music. Expect to hear many more complaints in
the next year about copy-protected CDs.

In time, online music stores will in offer a
better deal for the audio enthusiast.
Increasing penetration of new, faster
broadband connections will make it quicker to
transfer large files. Increasing hard-drive
capacities mean that songs can be encoded
into better quality files. Companies such as
Apple, Napster and Yahoo! will also begin to
use audio quality as a selling point. In these
early days of the online music market, they're
shouting about price. Hopefully, sooner or
later, consumer demand for better quality
audio will be met. In the meantime, the only
way to be sure about securing the best quality
audio is to hold firmly on to your existing
record collection.

started in the music business

doing PR for artists including the Spice Girls
and The Verve. He now edits the internet-based
music trade bible www.recordoftheday.com

TECHNO

TECHNDOLOGY EXPLORED

WIRE WONDERING

So far, this column has steered
clear of cables. It seems now,
though, that it's time to tackle
the subject, prompted not least
by a discovery in Techno’s own labs that sheds
fascinating new light on wire.

Most audiophiles believe that cables make a

difference. However, most electronics engineers

maintain that cable effects are restricted to

small — really small - frequency response shifts,

the kind of thing we probably can't even hear,
and if we can, it doesn't matter. Cable vendors,
not surprisingly, have come up with various
‘explanations' for cable sound over the years,
ranging from the highly fanciful to
complex-sounding rehashes of bog-standard
circuit theory. To be frank, none of this has got
us anywhere.

With interconnects, we are largely in the dark
and, even after a quarter of a century of ‘cable
sound', there is no convincing explanation of
why the best interconnects sound any better
than the stuff that comes free with most
budget CD players etc. Quite sophisticated
tests show no plausibly significant differences
whatsoever within the audio band.

Speaker cable is different. High resistance
can be shown to upset the frequency response
of some speakers by a detectable amount.
High inductance cable can also roll off treble
very slightly; high capacitance is known to
upset some amps but that's a rather different
thing and basically either happens or doesn't.
Still, we are a long way from understanding
exactly why cables can affect the stereo
imaging, for instance, of a system, and even
further from proving the superiority (or
otherwise) of solid-core wires, or cryogenic
treatment, or special insulation materials.

But Techno can now reveal, in a world first,
that speaker cables can cause distortion. Yes,
nonlinear, harmonic and intermodulation
distortion, the sort of flaw normally attributed
to electronics and transducers. We're pretty
sure this has never been postulated before, but
we predicted it theoretically and measured it
experimentally. The logic is surprisingly simple.

Conventional amplifiers are voltage-output
devices. But apply a nice, clean voltage

“But Technocan now
reveal, in a world first,

that speaker cables can
cause distortion.”

waveform to the terminals of a normal
loudspeaker, and the current that flows will not
be quite as clean. It will contain distortion
harmonics: put 1kHz from a distortion-free
amplifier into a speaker and the current
flowing will be mainly 1kHz but with traces of
2, 3, 4 and 5kHz (at least). That's due to
imperfections in the drive units, both magnetic
and mechanical, and is well documented.

If the amplifier were a perfect voltage source
with zero impedance at the output, the
harmonic currents would just flow harmlessly.
However, the amplifier has a finite output
impedance which is increased by the speaker
cable, so a small amount of harmonic voltage
will appear on the speaker terminals, its
magnitude depending on both amplifier and
cable characteristics. If the cable has high
resistance and/or inductance, that distortion
voltage can be in the region of -70dB or
0.03%, and can in fact be higher than the
distortion produced by the amplifier itself.

Does this matter? We must assume it does.
The speaker itself produces far higher
distortion, but if we can hear amplifier
distortion at -80dB then why not cable
distortion? And now we know how to minimise
it too: lowest possible resistance and
inductance. Goertz, Townshend, Electrofluidics
and a very few others, take a bow!

Richard Black




ESSENTIALS

SUPRA LORAD 1.5
£40 (1.0M)

We've looked at the original LoRad before, but this version has less
copper — enough to handle 10A, which is adequate for all normal
/{ hi-fi products. It still has the LoRad screen, a semi-conductive plastic
- affair, which allows the cable to pass all the safety tests for mains cables
O — (unlike most specialist cables). It may not have as pronounced an effect
as the best of the really fancy wires, but it still confers advantages in
terms of detail retrieval over freebie cables. A subtle effect, but it's always
@« good to feel that one more veil has been lifted. The price is right, too.
@ 01622 664070 % www.supracables.co.uk
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MOBILE FIDELITY ULTRADISC \ e T e |
£15 (FIVE-DISC PACK) \ [
Compared with the cheapest data discs, these are about 15 times
as expensive (four times more expensive than audio discs), but the
price is still only about as much as a decent metal cassette ten years ago.
MoFi's claims of higher data integrity and longer life look tempting, and
there's quite a lot of research behind those claims. Cheap CD-R discs are
not always very reliable, and we'd highly recommend regular use of these
for anything that actually matters to you. The discs are compatible with
data and audio recorders and, even if there were no audible differences,
we did get one of the lowest readings we've seen on an error checker.
@ 0870 240 7228 # www.choicebits.co.uk

&

THE CARTRIDGE MA£D§ ISOLATOR
5

The idea of decoupling is to provide a suspension between

cartridge and arm that is stiff enough to align the cartridge at
warp frequencies but floppy enough to keep arm resonances as bay. This
is a practical solution that relies on stud-and-nut fixing to the headshell
and strong (but re-usable) sticky-backed material to secure the cartridge,
with soft foam between. It requires substantial arm realignment after
fitting — especially raising the VTA - but it's well worth the bother.
Sounds open up, revealing more detail, bigger and more precise images
and more delineated tonality of individual instruments. Surface noise on
worn discs also drops appreciably. Cast aside preconceptions and try it.
@ 01443 231458 € www.hiaudio.co.uk

e

CUSTOM DESIGN VANTIGE
£449

Yet another outing for Custom Design's ‘Acoustic Aluminium’,

which is used for the shelves on this smart platform. For those of a
more traditional bent, glass is available as an option for around £100
less. In fact, the latest Acoustic Aluminium differs slightly from earlier
outings in that the two metal sheets are of differing thicknesses, which
apparently gives even better damping. And it works — they are
astonishingly ‘dead’ when struck. Plain aluminium is not everyone's taste,
but paint finishes will also be available. The side frames are of painted
steel and are themselves quite resonant, which probably accounts for the
slight brightness that we felt this rack added to our system. But it's not
an unpleasant effect and overall we were very taken with this product.
Assembly is simple and one or two shelves can be adjustable, making for
considerable flexibility. An eminently sensible choice.
@ 0191 262 4646 # www.customdesign.co.uk
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CUSTOM DESIGN SUPPORT CONES
£21 (ALUMINIUM) £30 (BRASS)

You can pay lots more for very similar products, and we must say

straight away that these are the best-finished cones we've ever
seen. In trios of either metal, they are immaculately turned and polished.
They're practical, too, of sensible size and with an M5 thread in the flat
face so that they can be screwed permanently to the bottom panel of
your equipment if you wish. The sharp end is not so sharp as to gouge
most surfaces, and ultimately that may limit their vibration-decoupling
properties at high frequencies, but on the whole they do a good job both
aesthetically and musically, even if we couldn't tell them apart sonically!
@ 0191 262 4646 4 www.customdesign.co.uk

ALLSOP RADIAL
£

There are lots of ways of cleaning CDs effectively. This way is

great because it's simple, highly effective and - call us sad - fun.
Put a disc on the blue turntable (playing side up), apply a couple of
drops of fluid, close the flap and spin the handle a few times. A soft pad
wipes fluid and dirt off the disc, which comes out all nice and shiny.
Replacement pads and fluid are available. It's especially recommended
for those with small kids, who may just be persuaded to clean their own
discs with it — best to give them water with a drop of a detergent like
Fairy Liquid, rather than the alcohol-based 'Ultreen’ solvent!
@ 0870 240 7228 & www.choicebits.co.uk

ETYMOTIC RESEARCH 6l
£100

Etymotic is a serious provider of in-ear transducers for musicians as

well as medical and scientific research, and as such has put a lot of
work into developing products suitable for both portable and home
audio. These little fellers must be suitably inserted in the ear — incorrect
insertion results in very poor performance — but they then produce truly
holographic images that in many ways surpass both loudspeakers and
conventional headphones. This version also attenuates outside noise to
an impressive degree — perfect for listening on commuter trains. The
whole business of sticking something right into your ear is something
many folks just can't abide. But if you can, you really must try these.
@ 0845 055 0005 € www.etymotic.com

SENNHEISER RS-130
£100

Cordless cans are great fun, but there's inevitably a quality hit with

RF types like these, which can work through walls. As usual, these
suffer from a little hiss, but less than we've heard from competing
models, and reception holds up pretty well — we got decent sound from
three to four rooms away and out into the street. Ease of use scores
highly, with the transmitter doubling as a stand and charger. Ignore the
‘surround' function and be aware that the ‘self-learning automatic level
control' is basically a compressor, albeit one with a very slow release
that's not intrusive in most music and speech. Automatic tuning clinches
the deal; for casual use, these offer clear, natural and convenient sound.
@ 0800 652 5002 # www.sennheiser.co.uk
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@ MONITOR AUDIO®

21-30,000 Hz

all present and correct

THE NEW SILVER RS LOUDSPEAKERS

The matching C-CAM® drivers of the new Silver RS loudspeaker systems
are made from a material originally developed by the aerospace industry
for jet-engine blades. They operate with piston-like accuracy over a

greater frequency range than ordinary drivers and they don’t distort.

This means you’ll enjoy more accurate sound, wider bandwidth and

precise imaging from multi-channel music and film recordings.

What’s more, the slender, matching RS designs, expertly rendered in a
choice of five real-wood veneers, will blend smoothly with any interior

and look as good as they sound.

For details of your nearest Monitor Audio dealer visit our website at:

www.monitoraudio.co.uk

T. +44(0)1268 740580 E. info@monitoraudio.co.uk
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INTERVIEW

Bjork’s whale song

Bjork’s latest album finds her embracing traditional Japanese themes and experimental
soundscapes. She also changes into a whale, as our exclusive interview reveals...

omposer, songwriter and incomparable

singer Bjork has never been one to

stand still. Following her punk and indie
origins in Iceland, her six albums under her
own name (not counting remix and live albums,
as well as her album of cover versions recorded
when she was a schoolgirl) have seen her
develop from club chanteuse through pop diva,
soundtrack maverick and introspective artist.

Her latest album is another step both
forwards and sideways. It's the soundtrack to a
film by her boyfriend Matthew Barney, feted in
the art world for his sculpture and art-themed
films (DVD copies and even selected
photographs from them sell for hundreds of
thousands of pounds each). Drawing Restraint 9
has virtually no dialogue, and only a very vague
plot outline. The film begins with a letter of
gratitude to General MacArthur shortly after
World War II, when the US lifted the
moratorium on whaling, and then two
occidental 'guests’ (played by Bjork and Bamney)
board a Japanese whaling vessel and eventually
mutate into whales. All the while, the ship fills
with gallons of Vaseline...

Bjork felt no pressure to deliver a
chart-friendly album and was glad to try
something different, experimenting with
traditional Japanese music and dense sound
textures. “I promised myself that | wouldn't
deal with Japanese music as exotic or like a
cliché or in an artificial way, | would deal with
it as an equal and approach it on a more down
to earth kind of level.

“| started to listen a little bit to Japanese
music, and then | thought, this is not going to
work. If | had three years to make this music |
could spend six months of just listening and
let it sink in and then write later. But if I'm
listening to Japanese music and then just ;
going into the next room and writing a song, £
think it's too much eating your own tail — it

would just be like imitating or copying and it's

a thin line between the two.

Out there

1. Selmasongs (2000)

Bjork's soundtrack for Lars Van
Trier's twisted take on the
musical, Dancer In The Dark,
required music that evolved from
its surroundings.

“| found out about Mayumi Miyata, the sho
player (a kind of multi-reeded Japanese flute),
and she was incredible. But, | wrote pieces for
her instrument that were not Japanese at all,
not what that particular instrument plays
usually. Usually it does really ambient, kind of
liquid, atmospheric stuff. But | asked her to be
quite percussive and asked her to record layers,
so in a way it's kind of like a sho quintet.”

As a film, albeit one that is only likely to be
shown in art venues, it seems obvious that the
soundtrack should appear in surround sound
and Bjork is excited at the prospect.

"This album is in stereo, but we worked
everything with five speakers in the studio. It's
a lot of fun, especially when you put the sound
in circles, for example — you just write really
differently than when you're writing for stereo.
Later we're going to put it out in 5.1
multichannel sound, maybe in a box set so
Matthew can put in some pieces of art that
he's made, and | can do something more
elaborate. But we just don't have time to do
it right now." HFC

Dave Oliver
Drawing Restraint 9 is reviewed on p26

“The album is in stereo, but we worked
everything with five speakers in the studio.”

2. Medulla (2004)

Virtually all the instruments are

the human voice (from a range of
guests and Bjork's own imposing  ~sme
talents), overdubbed to often

stunning rhythmic and melodic effect.

3. Drawing Restraint 9 (2005)

Bjork's second film soundtrack

combines ambient noise,

traditional Japanese music and

strange vocal guests to create a

work that's haunting, unsettling and unique.
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Tinlvm AMP

mains cables, to help you make the most of this cracking stereo system.

The Minium range of products is just part of the extensive range of components now hitting the
UK from Micromega, thanks to the folks at Shadow Distribution. The French electronics specialist
has been producing sources and amplifiers since 1987 and was famed in the 1990s for its
particularly fine CD players, but latterly the brand had all but disappeared from these shores. Now
it's back, with a range that encompasses CD, DVD, amps, processors and tuners, right up to the mighty
Reference range. Minium is Micromega's take on neat, affordable, high-quality hi-fi — and the entire
system could be yours if you answer the question below. The lucky winner will be drawn at random.

SYSTEM WORTH £1,487!

ast month, Hi-Fi Choice was delighted to announce the return of Micromega. To celebrate its
UK revival, one lucky reader will have the chance to win a complete Micromega Minium
separates system, comprising CD player, A60 integrated amplifier and FM Tuner. The prize
also includes two sets of Black Rhodium Symphony interconnects and three 1.5m Isotek Premium

QUESTION:

What has Micromega been producing
since 1987?

A: Sources and amplifiers

B: Sauces and bacon fryers

C: Saucers and bone china

TO ENTER:

By Phone: Simply call 0905 053 3352 and follow the
instructions (your call will cost 50p per minute and last no
longer than 90 seconds).

By Text: Send the text message HFC COMPT with the answer
A, B or C to 83070. Forexample, if you think the answer is
B: Sauces and bacon fryers, then text HFC COMP1 B to 83070.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS

Employees of Future Publishing (including freelancers) and their relatives and any agents involved are ineligible to enter. The Editor's decision is final and no correspondence will be entered into. Prizes cannot be
exchanged for cash. Closing date for entries is 24 August 2005. The entries will be judged after the closing date and the winners will be notified by telephone within ten days of that date. Prizes will be sent out
within 28 days of notification by the companies involved, not Hi-Fi Choice or Future Publishing. Entering costs — BY TEXT: 1x 50p (including VAT) for each entry plus your usual text message cost. This service is
available to T-Mobile, Orange, Vodafone and 02 customers only. BY PHONELINE: Each call costs 50p per minute and last approximately 90 seconds. Please remember to get permission from the person who
pays the bill before you enter. No purchase necessary. Alternatively, please send your name, address and telephone number with the correct answer to: Hi-Fi Choice, Future Publishing, 99 Baker Street, London
W1U 6FP. If you have any problems making your call or sending your text, please contact the service provider. Tel: 0871 434 6460. Email: help@ukcustomersupport.com
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Vivid Loudspeakers

THE ELEGANCE OF INNOVATION

These new high-end loudspeaker systems from South Africa feature .
innovative drivers built entirely in-house. Designed by UK-based audio h"ﬁ_"'
research engineer Laurence Dickie, these all-metal units are partnered P’°g?$h2'§‘;‘;‘:ery
with srpoothly contoured cast composi_te enclosures to deliver an Annual Award 2004
exceptional transparency of reproduction.

magazine

Vivid Speakers are finished in the Finest Automotive Lacquers, a choice of
Five are available; Copper, Oyster Grey, Graphite, Metallic White and Sahara
Beige as standard. Custom finishes are available for the discerning;

it's your choice, any Automotive Colour you have ever seen.

Official Hi-Fi Loudspeaker Supplier to the
10th Anniversary 2005 MOBO Awards

% An extremely revealing and
genuinely neutral loudspeaker
with dynamic range, timing and
imaging to die for.

A true world class loudspeaker
from a brand that knows how to
get results.®

Jason Kennedy — Hi-Fi Choice

K1
£10,750

vivip audio

UK Authorised Distributor:

Rowles Music Limited. 3 Marlborough Road. Lancing Business Park. Lancing. Sussex. BN15 8UF. Tel 01903 530005 Mob 07950 274224
ray@rowlesmusic.co.uk www.vividspeakers.com
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JAZZ ARTISTS GUILD (INC.
MINGUS, ROACH, DOLPHY)
Newport Rebels
Candid/Pure Pleasure 18( nyl
Music: Hard to believe now, but back
in 1960, musicians were getting
fed up with the way the Newport
Jazz Festival was becoming
commercialised. As a result, a
breakaway group consisting of
many of the biggest names of
the time — such as Charles
Mingus, Eric Dolphy, Max
Roach and Roy Eldridge — started
their own festival at Cliff Walk Manor.
This is a studio session involving those
musicians playing in the same free
spirit. This is one of the most upbeat
and enjoyable jazz records I've
encountered, with a positive, highly
charged atmosphere and some superb
performances. s % % %
Sound: Pure Pleasure has dug up the
original analogue tapes and had
Graeme Durham cut masters at The
Exchange. This is a tonal delight,
recorded in the dual-mono style, with
occasional stereo instruments, but
however they're recorded the tone is
superb. % k& JK

SONNY BOY WILLIAMSON
The Real Folk Blues
Chess/Speakers Corner 180g viny
Music: Aleck 'Rice’ Miller — best known
as Sonny Boy Williamson — was one of
the most influential blues harp
players ever. He recorded with
everyone from Robert Johnson,
Elmore James, Willie Dixon and
Robert Lockwood Jr to Eric
Clapton, Jimmy Page and
Robbie Robertson. This
compilation (originally
released in 1965, the year Williamson
died) includes a seminal version of
Willie Dixon's Bring It On Home — as
immortalised by Led Zeppelin — and
One Way Out, which the Allman
Brothers used to great effect.
Williamson was a great singer and
songwriter... and an even better
harmonica player. This collection
proves as much with ease. % % %%
Sound: As ever with Speakers Corner,
the quality of transfer is first class. The
vintage of these mono recordings
limits their bandwidth and the bass is
a little soft but this is a great sounding
album nonetheless. % % % %% JK

available from:
ww.vivante.co.uk
kerscomer.de

These audiophile-quality LPs a
Vivante & 01293 822186
Speakers Corner
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This month’s varied musical morsels

Reviews by Alvin Gold, Jason Kennedy, Dave Oliver, Mark Prendergast,
Phil Strongman and Nigel Williamson

RICHARD THOMPSON
Front Parlour Ballads

Cooking Vinyl

With his folk roots, it comes as a
surprise to discover Richard Thompson
never made an acoustic album of
original songs until now. Recorded in
his home studio, Front Parlour Ballads is
a collection of intimately performed
songs that displays everything that's
best in his writing - often dark, but
witty, timeless, nostalgic and, above all,
utterly English, full of evocative
references to things like novelty dancers
from Penge. The acoustic setting allows
his voice to reverberate with striking
passion and the result is probably the
most concise — and potent - distillation
of his art to date. * 4 %k *

Uncluttered but never sparse,
with restrained percussion and a splash
of electric guitar, to add texture and
nuance to the acoustic spine of the
songs. * k Ak NW

MINOTAUR SHOCK

Maritime

4AD

Music: The second album by Minotaur
Shock — aka mild-mannered Bristolian
knob-twiddler Dave Edwards - is a
thing of rare beauty and poise. It
dances a merry hornpipe around
themes of seafaring, soft rock and
ambient electronica, leading into
accordion sea shanties and chilled
funky drum breaks with washes of
synthesiser. Imagine a horde of 18th
Century pirates bumping into Hall and
Oates. It all adds up to a feast of
beautiful melodies and moments of
quiet revelation — much more than
techno boffins on their second album
have any right to expect. % 4 4 4%
Sound: The recording is essentially
low-fi, but since it's virtually all made by
electronic instruments, the lack of
dynamic range really isn't too
offputting. ** * DO

BJORK
Drawing Restraint 9
| One Little Indian

There's always been a cinematic quality
to Bjérk's music and Drawing Restraint 9 is her
second film soundtrack, following 2000's
Selmasongs, which she wrote and recorded for
Lars Von Trier's Dancer In The Dark. It's Bjérk at
her most experimental and impressionistic,
taking motifs from the traditional music of Japan (where the film is set) and
mixing them with her own elemental voice and everything from harpsichords to
cauldrons of cutting-edge electronic noise. Perhaps it will all make more sense
when we see the film, but although the soundtrack is full of some extraordinary
and often very beautiful sounds, it's far from an easy listen. % % 4

Challenging it may be, but there's no question that the dense harmonics,
close-miked whispers and wild, distorted howls are all recorded with a clarity that
is breathtakingly state-of-the-art. * % % % NW

SYMON JAMES

I Just Want To Be With You

Play List

Music: James is an up-and-coming jazzy
funky singer-songwriter — on a laid-back
tip, like Boz Scaggs meets Robert
Palmer serenading someone on some
moonlit Pacific beach. This set is thus
beautifully effortless, just the right
dreamy antidote for our blistering
climate change summers, with songs,
acoustic guitars and keyboards that
wash in, over and around one’s
consciousness. The words aren't bad
either, although Symon hasn't yet
reached his full potential ~ as anyone
who's seen him live in one of London’s
bluesy-folky basements can testify — but
this is a pretty good start. It's the time,
and the season, to get mellow. %
Sound: Fairly clean, with some nice
guitar and vocal recording. Only a
serious headphone listen reveals the
disc's limited budget. * %% PS

BENJAMIN BRITTEN

Occasional Overture, Variations on a
theme of Frank Bridge Op.10 etc.
Steuart Bedford (cond), ECO, LSO
Naxos 8.557200

Music: This recording of some of the
more popular Benjamin Britten works
includes The Young Person’s Guide to
the Orchestra without narrator, but the
work is divided so that the track guide
shows which instrument is playing.
Bedford has a strong track record with
Britten, but the performances sound
erratic and poorly structured. # # %
Sound: The Guide and Occasional
Overture, recorded in the Barbican
(which is known to be a difficult
recording venue) tend to glare and
sound rather uneven. But the Variations
and Prelude (recorded in All Saints
Church, East Finchley) are altogether
more comfortable. A mixed bag,
all-in-all. % * % AG



JAMIE LIDELL
Multiply
Warp

Brighton's own Jamie Lidell made his
name producing kooky and exploratory
electronica with Super_Collider, but his latest
solo album takes a sharp left turn into melodic
pop soul, more reminiscent of Prince than
Squarepusher. There are Motown samples
mashed with a real band, handclaps, whooping choruses and grinding bass
aplenty, in what sounds like a sincere attempt to reinvent the soul canon for the
new millennium. Not as wired or as weird as his already legendary live shows
(which often see him leaping manically around the stage dressed in suits made of
magnetic tape) but it's most definitely destined to be a Brit soul classic, the
Jamiroquai it's okay to like. * % &
Sound: Despite the presence of 'real’ instruments, there’s still no shortage of
digital glitchery. The whole album does have a bit of a shut-in quality, which
might help it sound big on Radio 1, but doesn't help with hi-fi. * % * DO

FERDE GROFE, IRA GERSHWIN BRIAN ENO

Grand Canyon suite, Porgy & Bess, Another Day On Earth

Catfish Row Hannibal

Erich Kunzel (cond), Cincinnati Pops Harking back to 1975's Another
Orchestra Green World, Brian Eno's new album is

his first pop/vocal excursion since
1990's Wrong Way Up with John Cale.
This is luminous and liquid in character
with subtle percussion, spritely
keyboards and various treated guitars
and synths. What's really interesting
here is Eno's treatment of his own voice,
changing octaves up and down to give
himself a new identity. Eno has said
that “the voice is the last bastion of old
recording”, but here he has gone
beyond that bastion and made a
genuine innovation in vocal music.
Beguiling. * % % *

From the percussion of the
opener Thi to the 'space signal guitar’
of Passing Over, the sound of this
album is ravishing. # * % % % MP

Telarc CDB0086

Ira Gershwin's (brother of
George) lean orchestral adaptation of
the musical play Porgy & Bess, is
combined with Grofé's Grand Canyon
Suite, a recording five years in the
making. The gimmick here is that the
Cloudburst on the final track uses a real
thunderstorm. This enhances a
spectacular account of these familiar
pieces of Americana. * % %

Nicely ideomatic performances
are matched to an excellent example of
Telarc's sound quality. It's ultra-clean
and clear, with plenty of presence and
detail. It doesn't sound cluttered, and
eschews obvious signs of engineering.
In short, it's top class. * * *k * * AG

Those of you who know Joe Walsh from The Eagles
might be surprised to discover that he's been recording
since the late 1960s. This 1973 album, his first solo
venture, features the production talents of Bill Szymczyk
and members of Walsh's previous band Barnstorm - Joe
Vitale (drums, synthesiser and flute) and Kenny Passarelli
(bass) with Rocke Grace joining on keyboards. The album
contains nine tracks that vary from the rabble rousing

THIS MONTH'S CLASSIC HI-FI TEST DISC "Among the finest albums of the genre."

JOE WALSH The Smoker You Drink, The Player You Get ABC Records

Rocky Mountain Way to the reflective Dreams. Walsh is a
superb guitar player with a range that is rare in rock music;
the quality of songs and production rank this among the
finest albums of the genre. # % 4 4 %

Sound: Szymczyk and his army of engineers put together as
good a sounding album as the technology of the time would
allow. It's not as lush as Hotel California, but outguns it in
many other respects. * % JK

CAN
Future Days

Mute/Spoon

Buoyed by the success of their first tranche of
SACD remasters, Germany's first ambient dubsters have
turned their attention to more albums from the vaults.
Future Days was recorded in mid-1972 and has a
distinctly summery feel, with more openness and space
than average. Can's influence over bands as diverse as
Ozric Tentacles and even The Orb is thanks to the
remarkable rhythmic skills of drummer Jaki Leibezeit and bass meister Holger
Czukay. Can are a bit like laidback Beefheart. The rhythms shift and turn and
the vocals pop up when least expected, but on here there is drive and energy
that stops the sound drifting into ambient gubbins. 4 % %
Sound: This remastering was overseen by band members and retains much of
the original sound. The Super Audio CD factor brings in more of the richness
and depth of the analogue masters and has sensibly been kept to the standard
two-track stereo presentation. # % % & JK

MAHLER
Symphony No.6
Claudio Abbado (cond), Berlin Philharmonic

puriER FHOLHARMONIKER
QAUDIO

DGG 00289 477 5684

It's been a pretty good month for SACD, and
here's a further reminder that the format offers classical
repertoire in depth that rival hi-res formats don't have a
chance of matching. This is the third great Mahler 6 on
the format (the others are from Benjamin Zander and
Michael Tilson Thomas) and the second live recording,
though you might never know it apart from the applause, and the occasional
passage where a studio recording might have been more assiduously edited.
Abbado’s emotional intensity and clear empathy with this most personal of
Mahler's symphonic works is matched by the disciplined passion of the Berlin
Philharmonic. % * % %

Made in Berlin, this is a firstrate recording which is subtle and elegant
in the Andante, but which never gets in the way in the more agitated sections in
the outer movements. It is simply a recording that doesn't cramp the action, and

e A—

the SACD version is notably more layered and three-dimensional. AG
RORY GALLAGHER

Big Guns OGS L anen
Sony BMG

Rory Gallagher's legend may not have ascended
to the heights of a Hendrix or a Page but, as this
compilation shows, his was a talent that put him among
the greats, not just in the small pantheon of Irish stars,
but of the world. A back to basics man, he eschewed
technical flashiness in favour of feel and emotion, though
his nimble fingers could certainly tease innumerable
variations out of a lick, and sprinkle some sparkling magic on what might
otherwise have been fairly basic pub rock blues. This two-CD set packs in songs
from throughout his short career, from the barnstorming blues rock of his
original seventies band Taste, through to tracks from his posthumous 2003
acoustic album. # % % %

The stereo SACD mix opens up the often rather dense and murky blues
rock riffing. The remastering to multichannel SACD goes further in highlighting
Gallagher's innate showmanship, though it could be argued that the full effect
of the music is best heard in stereo. # %% * DO

{
|
| ——

A —
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The New Classics: Upholding an award-winning tradition

Attention to detail wins hands down. Purpose-built by hand, the new Classics from Exposure have been garnering rave
reviews from hi-fi magazines far and wide; with our new Pre- and Power Amplifiers receiving the coveted Product of the Year
2003-2004 accolade by Hi-Fi Choice magazine. Adding yet again to the growing list of award-winning equipment already
in Exposure’s stable. And reaffirming our reputation as engineers of some of the world’s finest hi-fi.

* United Kingdom * Austria « Australia * Brazil + Canada + China * Croatia * Denmark * Estonia * France * Germany * Greece g,x/gﬁ },xz{ ,n/gf
+ Hong Kong ¢ Indonesia « Ireland « Italy * Israel « Korea ¢+ Latvia ¢+ Lithuania * Malaysia + Moldova * Netherlands * New Zealand high fidelity engineering
« Northern Ireland « Norway ¢ Philippines * Poland + Portugal * Russia * Singapore ¢ Slovakia « South Africa « Spain * Sweden
+ Switzerland ¢ Taiwan ¢ Thailand * Turkey * Ukraine « USA

www.exposurehifi.com




LETTER OF
THE MONTH

SEE HEAR

Sales of DVDs have recently
outstripped those of CD in HMV
stores. This is the first time that
a video format has outsold a
music format. It's also suggested
that companies make as much —
if not more ~ from DVD sales
than the box office.

What's not clear, however, is
how many music DVDs are
being sold. The medium
increasingly offers better
entertainment value than CD
even if audio is Dolby and DTS
encoded. What next for the
humble silver disc after this
kicking — will HMV give shelf
space priority to videos?

Stuart Riggs via email

HMV sounds a gloomy
place for CD, but what news
from the other big chains and
e-tailers? Much of DVD's

success is due to the rapid
adoption of home cinema,
which our industry sources tell
us has now hit a plateau.

WIN KIMBER TIMBRE INTERCONNECTS!

ceMail

N The pick of this month’s best letters
m i Write to: Hi-Fi Choice, Future Publishing Ltd, 99 Baker Street, London
W1U 6FP. Or email your letters to dan.george@futurenet.co.uk
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Above: Apple's iPod Mini portable player

HARD DISC HERETIC
| see that hard disc portables continue to be rammed
down audiophile's throats - I've even seen a large
group test in a big hi-fi and home cinema magazine
rival to Hi-Fi Choice. Call me a Luddite, but | still
don't relish uploading over 1,000 of my CDs to my
PC, just so | can then shift them over to a portable. Is
it really so wonderful to have your entire record
collection in your pocket? Portable music devices
have been around for over 20 years and have largely
been the preserve of the young. | can't see anything
changing with hard disc, especially considering the
prerequisite for computer fluency. It's not just like
inserting a CD and pressing play is it?

Paul Cunningham via email

HFC Hard disc portables are, for some people, an
enticing prospect. This is despite the large amount
of admin involved in playing your music. Interfaces
(such as Apple's iTunes) are becoming more
intuitive, however, making transferring songs
across to the device much easier and, of course,
you can download music direct from the web.
Whether you feel the convenience of having 1,000s

“Call me a Luddite, but |
don’t relish uploading
over 1,000 of my CDs to
my PC, just to shift
them to a portable.”

of songs on one device justifies the costs and
kerfuffle is personal choice. At HFC, we reckon
they're great for music on the go, but our reviews
will be sticking to proper hifi for the home. That's
what you want, and that's what we're good at.

GUTTED AND GUTTED
Having recently redecorated and installed new
furniture, | set up my hi-fi once more. But, imagine my
dismay when the sound changed for the worse - bass
booms, treble sounds bright and the overall
experience is a big disappointment. | removed a few
things, swapped fabric sofas for leather and made the
room more minimalist. Can this alone be the cause of
the drop in quality, and, if so, what can be done?
Pmac HFC online forum

HFC It's a sad fact that today's penchant for
uncluttered environments does little for room
acoustics. You've moved in the wrong direction,
friend, and the only remedy is to ‘busy up' your
room with rugs and bookshelves. You need to
break up bare walls with irregular-shaped objects
to kill the boom and try to tame that treble with
heavy fabrics and less reflective surfaces. Also, go
to www.audiophysic.de and check the info pages, a
useful source of practical room-tuning solutions.

VALUE ROOM ACOUSTICS
I've been looking at DIY bass traps to improve
acoustics in my room and feel | can offer some good
advice. | think most bass traps use Rockwool, the
insulating material. You can buy it in a cylindrical
bundle or sheets. | bought two of the latter
measuring 50x100x20 (WxHxD) and bought some
nice material to cover them. | got them home and
placed them directly behind the speakers and what a
difference it made. Treble was tamed, midrange had
more body and bass boom was cut. Each sheet cost
me about £4 and you just place them on the wall
behind your speakers. As a cheap tweak, the results
are surprisingly good.

Adam HFC online forum 3
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Fresh off the press, the August issue of HI-Fi
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Above: Vincent's CD-S1.1 CD player and SV-121 amplifier, as reviewed in HFC 262

With regards to a letter in HFC 269 entitled Play it
again Sam and in response to Professor Alan Gillies, |
would not replace the Pioneer DV-565A because
some discs won't play — and | have some suggestions/
questions for him. Are these the first DVD-Audio discs
he has tried? If so, the answer might be as simple as
switching the amplifier to 'external decoder’, assuming
he has connected five (or six with a sub) interconnects
to the analogue inputs on the amp. | found the same
thing with my Pioneer DV-575A and Yamaha DSP 5,
but had only forgotten to change to ‘external
decoding'. Hope this may be of some help.

George Mackenzie via email

HFC Thanks for the tip, George. If you're right, it'll
save Professor Gillies the rouble of arranging the
firmware fix that Pioneer recommended in last
month's Choice Mail.

EAR TRICK
I learnt an interesting fact today, while supervising
some first year undergraduates doing a
Communications Skills course. The human brain is an
amazing thing and can use a variety of different
methods to distinguish where sounds originate from
using the signal from both ears. However, | also learnt
that if the sound is above 4kHz and emitted from
behind, you can't pin-point it. Same if it is above
7kHz and above you. However, your brain can tell
your ears where the sound is if you know where it is
originating from (for example, your speakers) so you
can overrule the signal from your ears. This explains
why my hi-fi sounds worse while | am typing with my
back to the speakers — | thought it was just my room!
Trizza HFC online forum

HFC Sound advice, Trizza. As long as your hi-fi isn't

unspeakably ugly, there's really no excuse for not
looking at it now.

30 HI-FI CHOICE | september 2005

I was looking for information on two less well-known
brands - Eastern Electric and Vincent and came
across their respective websites. Both look to have
high-quality products, and I'm interested in hearing
the CD players they have that use tubes. Can you tell
me any more about them?

Anton via email

Both brands are now distributed in the UK,
you'll be pleased to know, Anton.

We reviewed the valve-based Vincent CD-S1.1 CD
player back in the January issue (HFC 262) and
enjoyed its smooth output and stylish looks,
although it wasn't the last word in high fidelity.
The brand is designed in the West but made in the
East and is available through Sounds of Music on
01892 547003. Eastern Electric is a new brand to
these shores and is offered in the UK by Shadow
Distribution (01592 744779). Check out our news
story in this issue's AudioFile section on p11.

A friend of mine recently moved into a new house.
He sold me his old speakers, as he now has ones built
into the walls and ceilings. But now my wife is
wondering why we don't have in-wall speakers, too.
This is the start of the slippery slope, | fear.

Rob Wilton via email

o o
ests of the latest high-pe e ) sevscrve now

ncluding Bl ™

ONLINE
FORUM

A few choice comments
plucked from our online
forum. Join in the fun at
www.hifichoice.co.uk

After finding out that Queen
are releasing material in Japan
in the HDCD format, | was
wondering how many
manufacturers have HDCD
compatible machines? Is it
worth having those four bits of
extra data..?
Anton
There has long been a feeling
that HDCD compatible players
get the best from normal
16-Bit/44.1kHz Red Book CD
as well as HDCD discs — Classé
has long championed this, for
example. So, even before you
consider HDCD discs, the belief
is that the Pacific Microsonics
(now owned by Microsoft)
HDCD filter is a good thing for
normal CD.
| have a large collection of
HDCDs and can say it's as good
as Red Book gets on the whole.
CJ Ross
I'm very happy and have just
been on my knees thanking
God for reuniting Pink Floyd at
the G8 concert. It was a little
shakey at the beginning, but
then they ended on
Comfortably Numb, which was
sharp and brilliant.
Emperor
I've just cleaned my CD player's
lens and the sound has opened
up a treat. | used a cotton bud
dipped in Isopropyl alcohol. |
tried a CD lens cleaner
previously, but it didn't seem to
work. It's worth a try, the results
may surprise you (remember to
unplug it from the mains first).
Umberto Vanni




Perfect form and sound.

The form is artistic. Beautifully crafted like the body of a musical instrument. The sound s
exquisite, and the combination of perfect craftsmanship and state-of-the-art technology
is unique. This new Canton loudspeaker series represents pure musical enjoyment and

timeless design. Its name is Vento.

HI-FI
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JADIS DA-5 POWER AMPLIFIER




000K

Sonic kings

[ Beautiful Systems |

Just how good is this system from hi-fi's royalty? It's time
to consider selling pets and members of your family

f we've learned anything from

Beautiful Systems, it's that aesthetic

harmony, while desirable, should
never be allowed to deflect the course of
true sonic beauty. And when the
potential for treating your lug ‘oles to
the time of their lives is as massive as
this, perhaps it's best just to close your
eyes. We've been raising the bar in these
pages in recent months, but this combo
cleared it with contemptuous ease.
"There's something magical about it,"
said Ricardo at Absolute Sounds, who
supplied the system. Indeed there is.

We give you the Three Kings of the
high-end: Audio Research (CD3 Mkl CD
player/transport), Jadis (DLP-2 preamp,
DA-5 power amp) and MartinLogan
(Clarity hybrid electrostatic speakers).
This is one ambitious system, and hugely
assured with it — one of the few things
the manufacturers' countries of origin
(America and France) have in common.
Then again, it has a lot to be assured
about. In France, tube amp specialist
Jadis has attained mythic status through
its almost monastic dedication to the
pursuit of ‘live’ sound and gently
acknowledges its achievement with a
simple but supremely confident slogan:
"the best sounding amplifiers”. Reviews
of Jadis kit are rare and considered to be
largely redundant. Reputations simply
don't come in a higher calibre. We count
ourselves honoured.

No less revered, Audio Research has its
own self-effacing strap line (“there is
only one reference”) and is virtually a
synonym for American High End. This is
the second outing for its remarkable
£5,000 CD3 Mkl and that, in itself,
stokes up the feel-good factor. Few CD
players are more reassuring. Anyone who

Meanwhile, the maker of some of the
most deeply covetable speakers on the
planet, MartinLogan, deserves every
serious audiophile’s heartfelt thanks for
promoting the cause of the electrostatic
hybrid — "real world" exotica, which
makes owning a panel speaker that does
bass practical and affordable - and
selling more of them than anyone else.
Its entry level Clarity at £2,500 is, quite
simply, a phenomenal bargain.

BRUTALLY STARK

But let's start at the front with the CD3.
As we've already made clear, it's no
beauty contest winner. But, that
uniquely stark, almost brutal
functionality has its own appeal. It looks
as if it means business and it does.
Eschewing any kind of multiformat
compatibility, the CD3 has a delightfully
blinkered approach to the world of
digital replay: to reproduce CDs with
"maximum fidelity and full musical
expression”. So, there's no extra circuitry
for SACD or DVD-Audio, nor any form of
upsampling. AR doesn't dig it. Instead, it
believes in spending money where it
makes the most difference. That's why
the laser mechanism is Philips' best

(the Pro 2) mounted on a massive
machined base for maximum rigidity
and minimum jitter.

The Crystal Semiconductor 24,192
DAC was picked for its outstanding
resolution and musicality when teamed
with AR's fully differential, Class A J-FET
analogue output stage. Enormous
regulated power supplies are also key to
the design; likewise the use of top flight
capacitors. As well as being hand-picked,
many of the components in the CD3 are
tweaked to extract the best performance.

£5,190

It doesn't do SACD,
doesn't do DVD-A
and doesn't try to
seduce you with a
fancy facia. What it
does do is make your
CDs sound better
than you ever
believed possible.

£1,799
Possibly the shiniest
preamp ever made,
and certainly one of
the best at the price.
Basic functions, no
remote but, oh, the
sound. Jadis
ownership for under
£2k. Cool.

£2,199

Don't let the swirly
script fool you, this is
no powder puff of a
power amp. A quad
of 6550s delivers
very healthy real
world speaker
control but with
fabulous finesse.

: : : : : thinks that CD's Red Book spec is past it The row of six front panel buttons £2,498 per pair
L2 32 3. 0. hasn't heard this superfortress-build, include a standby mode while, round the | The answer to many
:: : : : state-of-the-art disc-spinner. back, digital outputs comprise a | an audiophile's
S2SP99O9S dreams - a compact
SS9 | yetelegant
S9S 9% | electrostatic with
S e | real bass that doesn't
e e | costanarmand a
.:::: leg. Brilliant!
@«
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balanced AES/EBU socket and BNC

S/PDIF coaxial. Analogue caters for both
single-ended and balanced connections.

We're going for single-ended into the
almost ridiculously shiny Jadis DLP-2
preamp, and single-ended from there to
the no less dazzling DA-5 power amp;
connections made, as ever, with
Beautiful Systems' resident reference
Nordost Valkyrja interconnects. Like the
Valkyrja speaker cable and Vishnu mains
power cord we also use, these cables are
colossally expensive but their
phenomenal transparency and resolution
allow each component to hit its
maximum potential. And in the case of
the Jadis amps, this is essential.

COST NO OBJECT

Jadis was started in 1983 by André
Calmettes, who was driven by a dream
to produce the best valve amp in the
world, regardless of cost. He made the
prototypes, the audiophile world sat up
and listened. In awe. Already ‘Jadis' and
'world's best' were being mentioned in
the same sentence. Calmettes set up a
factory in Villedubert and continued to
pursue his goal of absolute sonic
authenticity, the thing that usually
differentiates live music from hi-fi. Out
of the research, he decided to produce
the valve amp's most important feature -
its output transformer - in house, and to
a much higher spec than usual. Huge,

AUDIO RESEARCH | JADIS | MARTINLOGAN

indestructible and guaranteed for a
lifetime, this output transformer, which is
moulded in a special resin, has become
the Jadis signature feature and is
claimed to be unconditionally stable into
any speaker load.

Despite being the most affordable
power amp Jadis makes, the DA-5 has
two of them plus a power supply
transformer, and all three contribute
handsomely to the DA-5's
sinew-stressing 22 kilo weight. The tube
complement comprises four 6550
output valves (or KT90s if you want
to alter the midrange presentation and
imaging) delivering a healthy 40 watts a
side, while driver duties are handled by
pairs of ECC82 and ECC83 (or their
12AU7 and 12AX7A equivalents). The
DA-S supplied by Absolute Sounds is
running 6550s and 12AU7/12AX7As.

Although claimed to be a preamp
worthy of partnering Jadis' mighty
Monotriode 300B mono block power
amps, the DLP-2 enjoys the same ‘more
affordable’ design approach as the
DA-5. As such, the Jadis tradition of
hand wiring is reserved for the source
switching controls while a printed circuit
board receives the power supply and the
filtering. The power supply uses a single
transformer with two outputs.

Signal processing is handled by two
double triode tubes (ECC82 and ECC83
or equivalents) arranged in a cathode

MODE

follower configuration, giving high input
impedance but a very low output
impedance. Jadis says the DLP-2 is
compatible with all types of power
amplifier, whatever its input impedance
or the length of its connecting cables. It
has inputs for six line-level sources = CD,
tuner, three auxiliaries and a tape
input/output. No remote, but then you'll
have ascertained by now, that isn't
where Jadis is coming from.

THE PERFECT MARRIAGE

A life equally less ordinary is lived by the
folk at MartinLogan. The company is
said to begin each day focused on
creating the perfect marriage of
unlimited performance and exquisite
design. Which is good news for us
because, expressed in its least wallet
evacuating form, that's the Clarity.
Marketed ostensibly as a multichannel
home cinema speaker, the Clarity is, if
anything, more impressive in stereo.

Tall, slender and frankly very gorgeous,
the Clarity is most definitely a speaker of
two halves. The upper portion is a neat
implementation of ML's ‘Generation 2'
electrostatic transducer technology
which uses an ultra-thin diaphragm to
resolve the complexities of a fast
changing musical waveform in a manner
that the relatively massive cones of
moving coil speakers would be very hard
pushed to match. The curved shape of

@ 020 8971 3909 #: WWW.ABSOLUTESOUNDS.COM




the panel helps to improve off-axis
response (an electrostatic weakness) but
the issue is further addressed by a pair
of upward firing moving coil tweeters
located on the tops of the bass unit
enclosures. ML calls this Natural
Ambience Compensation (NAC) and it's
chiefly to make the treble less directional
and the speakers more useable in an AV
set-up. For those who want the pure
electrostatic experience, albeit from a
restricted listening position, NAC can be
switched off.

The hybrid part of the deal comes with
the Clarity's conventional, reflex loaded
200mm aluminium bass driver, which
reaches down to a claimed 46Hz and
hands over to the electrostatic panel at
450Hz. Sensitivity is a reasonable 89dB
and nominal impedance is six ohms,
with a dip to 1.1 ohms at 20kHz - not
exactly the friendliest amp load but
nothing the Jadis duo can't handle.

THE BEAUTY OF CLARITY

The beauty of a well-executed hybrid like
the Clarity is that it has the weight and
authority of a good dynamic design,

adding significantly to the sense of scale
and realism. Electrostatics are brilliantly
uncoloured, fast and transparent — but
they rarely do bass with body and
conviction. The Clarity's interpretation of
the lower octaves as supplied by the
terrifically gifted Audio Research/Jadis
front end is taut, articulate and tuneful,
but imbued with a wonderfully
sumptuous and textured quality.

More critical with this type of design,
of course, is the integration of the cone
driver and the electrostatic panel. The
Clarity doesn't quite manage a seamless
transition — the balance of the mid-treble
sometimes seeming slightly cooler than
the bass — but it's a small point given
the intensity of musical pleasure the
system as a whole is capable of.

With some analytical high-end
systems, the sound can seem skeletal, as
if the bright light of analysis has shone
almost too fiercely, allowing the
structural elements of the music to
dominate at the expense of tonal
accuracy and timbral shading. But not
here. Here you get it all in a way that
sounds completely unforced and natural.

[ Beautiful Systems ]

The ability to present fine detail in a
musically coherent, yet uninhibited
manner is a mark of true greatness and
this system has it in spades. Its handling
of complex musical strands and deft
touch with timing — it's sensationally
fast, yet can stop on a pin-head - are
matched by terrific clarity, focus and
plenty of power. This isn't a system for
headbangers, but you'd be amazed how
vivid, dynamic and muscular 40 Jadis
valve watts can sound. And how
un-valve like. Joe Sample's spectacular
two-fisted keyboard runs on the classic
track Carmel sounded cleaner and
crisper on this system than many a
recent solid state high-ender. Same thing
with Amy Whitehouse singing F**k Me
Pumps. fantastic focus and clarity but,
more importantly, she sounded more
aerobically charged, more in-the-room.

Hear this system. It might make you
re-evaluate your whole take on music
and its part in your life. It might stretch
your overdraft to snapping point. But
you will only feel regret if you don't
make the appointment.

David Vivian
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The colouration’s in the finish

Not in the music

Distributed by: Henley Designs

01235511166
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REVIEWS

Welcome to the HFC hardware reviews section — the only place _

for deﬁn/t(ve tests of the lqtest h/-f/ components. Our unique LOUDSPEAKERS £900-£1,600
combination of extensive listening, unsighted comparisons and . :
o ) : 68 Audio Physic Spark 3
scientific lab reports, conducted by the UK's most experienced 69 B&W 805S
set of reviewers, ensures you're holding the most comprehensive i L
and reliable guide to high performance hi-fi in the world. onoruise
73 Rega R7

75 Triangle Celius ES

- EQUIPMENT REVIEWS , 77 Usher Compass CP631]

38 Clearaudio Ambient
turntable

42 Mcintosh MA2275
integrated valve amplifier

46 Dali lkon 6 loudspeaker

48 Sugden CD21SE CD player

52 Exposure XXXV
integrated amplifier

54 Gamut L5 loudspeaker

58 Arcam CD36 CD player

61 NAD C555 turntable

63 Stello DA220 DAC

65 Pro-Ject Debut/Phono SB
turntable

OUR RATINGS EXPLAINED
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eavery g od impression in HFC 243. At . - .

same price there's also the Cyrus 7, a FRATURES »> 85% | - could be better Hi-Fi Choice Best components that
e ; .

ng all-rounderin a compact case dw - Buy Badge has been are judged to deliver

“ter trying the Heart with the standard BUID >> 85% | del ‘

s we switched over to the Siemens T T | judged to deliver reference-standard
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o at its price point, of cost. These products
. score. All criteria are i )
Our overall conclusion  aftera livelier thereby offering may be considered
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for money. their kind.
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fidence and ease. It even seems to be NERALLSCORE Components scoring
more than 85%
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Wooden it he nice?

Adding bullet-proof wood to its traditional acrylic, does the Clearaudio Ambient live up to its name?

PRODUCT Clearaudio Ambient

TYPE Turntable (reviewed with Satisfy Carbon Directwire
tonearm and Concerto moving coil cartridge)

PRICE £2,285 (plus arm £555, cartridge £1,230)

KEY FEATURES Size (WxHxD): 53x15x33cm

© Weight: 3.8kg © Syncro power re-generator @ AMG
Panzerholz construction © Concerto output: 0.7mV

CONTACT 01252 702705 & www.clearaudio.de

he Clearaudio brand is synonymous with

transparent acrylic turntables — the

German company's name even suggests
as much. So, when we came across the new
and rather less than transparent Ambient

38 HI-FI CHOICE | september 2005

turntable, we were surprised to find that it was
made by Erlangen’s finest. With the Ambient,
Clearaudio has replaced acrylic with what it
calls its 'AMG' plinth. This is a sandwich of
precision-machined aluminium around a
wooden laminate, which Clearaudio dubs
‘Panzerholz' — a 70 layer engineering plywood
that is very high in density and apparently
bullet-proof. This is not a feature one would
hope to have to take advantage of, though it
may prove useful to gangsta rappers.
According to Clearaudio, Panzerholz is
“acoustically dead” — a term that really needs
some qualification, because it cannot be dead

at all frequencies. Rather, it is extremely stiff
and dense, remaining inert at high frequencies
and should offer good self-damping.

One thing that's not in question is the
gorgeous appearance of the AMG approach.
Apparently, it's not limited to the Ambient and
is now available as an option with many of
Clearaudio's turntables, including the mighty
Master Reference we reviewed last year. It
tends to add a premium, of course — the price
of the Master Reference goes up by £2,500 for
AMG in place of acrylic.

The Ambient features a “maintenance free
main bearing" consisting of a hardened steel




shaft running in a polished sintered bronze
precision cap, the combination requiring only a
small amount of oil to run freely. This supports
a 40mm thick acrylic platter, which is driven by
a silicon belt from a motor mounted in a
separate AMG type slab (this should be
positioned 3-6mm away from the main plinth).
The combination makes the deck a substantial
53cm wide, which just about fits on a standard
equipment rack because the silicone tipped
feet sit inboard a little. The motor unit shares
its space with a “custom" (read that as “cut
down") version of Clearaudio’s Syncro power
regenerator and the on/off and speed change
switches. The latter sit next to an LCD speed
display and are very nicely engineered and
easy to use, which is handy because use of the
Clever Clamp record clamp means turning the
drive off and on for every LP.

The arm supplied for this review is the new
carbon fibre tubed version of the Satisfy arm
we tested on the Emotion turntable last year.
This is a fairly simple gymbal bearing design
with chunky aluminium parts and a magnetic
bias compensation system that sits so far from
the moving parts that it looks as if it couldn't
work, but the cartridge sits happily enough in
the groove. The vertical bearing runs on
sapphire watch jewels, while the horizontal
runs on ceramic. This is claimed to deliver long

life and extreme precision. Cartridge alignment

can be adjusted using just one bolt that is
fixed to a plate to which the cartridge is
attached using nylon fixings. This makes what
can be a tricky job rather easier; when
combined with the long cantilever of the
Concerto, it's almost a breeze.

Clearaudio Ambient turntable [Review|

The Concerto itself is the first of a new range
of moving coils that are set to replace the
existing models from Clearaudio and which all
feature a flower shaped top plate. The idea

behind the twelve "fingers”, as its maker calls
them, is that because each is a slightly different
shape they will control resonance produced by
the stylus/groove interface. The Concerto is 3

“Clearaudio has replaced acrylic with what
it calls its AMG plinth - a sandwich of
aluminium around a wooden laminate.”
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Robert Suchy, Clearaudio’s
owner and designer, discusses
the unusual technical
solutions developed for the
Ambient turntable and
Concerto phono cartridge

HFC: Is the Panzerholz wood a solid block or is
it a frame?
RS: It's solid, with cut-outs for the arm and

bearing. If we had wanted a frame, we could have

used ordinary wood.

You describe the AMG design as being
acoustically dead, but surely it must resonate
at some frequencies?

It resonates at very high frequencies that are not
audible and much higher than acrylic. Sonically,
it's very neutral, balanced and musical. Acrylic is

also good in these respects but this material gives

more rigidity to the complete soundstage.

What type of support do you recommend for
this turntable?

It just needs a solid base made from either thick
hardwood or thick Perspex plate. The design of the
supporting structure is not so important - it needs
to be solid and not prone to shake. We wouldn't
recommend an lkea Lack table for instance!

How do the fingers on the Concerto act to
defeat resonance?

It's very similar to speaker design, when you try
not to have parallel walls (to avoid standing
waves). The idea is the same with the cartridge:
we are stopping the resonances bouncing in the
cartridge body. The shape is very important.

Why have you decreased the size of the stylus
on these new cartridges?

Our new generation of cartridges have huge
dynamic range - the Concerto has 95dB and the
Goldfinger and Titanium give you 100dB. The
stylus is a new micro high-definition design that
gives more contact area and sits deeper in the
groove to get more information. It has a greater
contact area than previous designs, because the
flank is a different angle and shape, but it is still
lighter and so has lower moving mass. The
cantilever is shorter and lighter, which reduces
mass again and we have a new magnet design
which surrounds the coil completely from each
side. This results in the wide dynamic range and
the relatively high output.
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“The transient response is lightening quick,
which makes for entertaining listening and
an ahility to cut through the grunge.”

& the least expensive of four new models and
has a satinee hardwood body, 24ct gold coil
wire, a boron cantilever and a stylus profile
that is five times smaller than that used in the
brand's previous flagship, the Insider
Reference. This cartridge also uses twice as
many magnets as existing Clearaudio
cartridges, giving it a 30 per cent increase in
output, and it tracks at a high 2.8g.

SOUND QUALITY

Clearaudio turntables and cartridges have
always had a leaner than average balance
and the Ambient is, if anything,

wn

L)

slightly more that way inclined than usual. This
could be the AMG factor: the hardwood and
metal sandwich undoubtedly makes a stiffer
plinth than acrylic. 'Lean’ in this instance also
means ‘fast’. The transient response is
lightening quick, which makes for highly
engaging listening and an ability to cut
through the grunge that smothers some
recordings. It doesn't mean that the bass is
light, however, rather that the upper bass lacks
a degree of warmth and suits some albums
better than others. It also suits lower level
listening better than higher levels, when that
lack of warmth can make the mid and top
seem rather too exposed with some records.
But this depends on personal taste and, of
course, the rest of the system — so long as
its partners are not over-bright, the musical
results with this turntable are often thrilling.
It will always reveal the drive and energy
in an album, thanks to an ability to
extract the dynamics of a recording,
however well hidden they are in
the mix. For instance, the
Mahavishnu Orchestra’s live
album From Nothingness to
Eternity is frankly a poor
recording with little apparent
contrast or variety, yet in this



turntable’s hands it gives up plenty of the
power that this band can deliver, even if the
drum kit has distinct 'biscuit tin' qualities (the
fault of the recording, not the deck). And
sometimes, the way that the Ambient
highlights the mix on two adjacent tracks can
be so different that one sounds tinny and the
next fantastic, Hendrix's Cross Town Traffic and
the live Voodoo Chile on Electric Ladyland
being a good example.

But the Ambient only slightly exaggerates
the way things are, and with many albums, its
ability to turn on something far smaller than a
dime makes for utterly compelling vinyl
entertainment. Bass is particularly nice - the
articulation and speed that it can extract is
very appealing, and while you don't get the
full bass weight that a heavier turntable can
deliver, the payoff is that you don't get the
overhang either. Part of the reason for this is
the impressive definition of leading edges that
comes from the quality of higher frequency
resolve; another part could be that it doesn't
reach down so far into the bass and therefore
makes it easier to bring out the texture and
variety of low notes.

Solo piano is extremely solid and three
dimensional. You can hear the character of the

instrument and the quality that the instrument'’s

dense hardwood brings to it. The appeal for us
is at its height when the pianist sticks to the
left hand keys — the higher notes on the right
have a brightness than is sometimes less
comfortable, though it may be possible to
ameliorate this with careful impedance
matching for the cartridge. Clearaudio’s Robert
Suchy recommends a 400ohms loading as
optimum for this cartridge, but we only had
1000ohms or 1kohm loadings available on our
preferred Trichord Delphini phono stage.
Usually you can smooth a cartridge’s treble by
dropping the arm base a little but this had only
a slight effect with the Concerto.

Next to Townshend Audio’s TA 565 CD
universal player — one of our reference digital
disc spinners - the Ambient showed a slight
shortfall in bass depth and not quite so much
image precision, but produced a more vibrant
sound that was strong on spatial rendering.
The balance was pretty much the same, which
suggests a high degree of neutrality on its part
and infers that our reference might be a little
on the warm side rather than vice versa. The
super-fine stylus is not very easy to please
when it comes to vinyl, however — surface noise
makes itself heard on all but the finest and
best kept records. It makes you realise why the
Germans are so keen on audiophile pressings.

Out of interest, we installed a van den Hul
Condor XCM (£2,500, reviewed in HFC 265)
in place of the Concerto to see how much of
the sound is down to the cartridge. Its higher
compliance is less well suited to the arm, but
the result was gripping nonetheless. Dynamics
increased and the bass built up some more
body, thanks in part to the greater density of

Clearaudio Ambient turntable [Review |

AMG plinth -
wooden laminate
sandwiched
e between
" aluminium
Separate —@
power supply
and motor
assembly % ®—————\— Acrylic platter
Drive belt ————)—Q
1
2 r ‘ @— Satisfy tonearm
- i‘l,_ and Concerto
of | S cartridge
LED speed ——— Clever Clamp and
read-out main bearing

detail being extracted by this rather more
expensive needle. The lean balance of the
turntable was not significantly altered,
however, and transient response remained in
the Formula One league!

This is an entertaining and exciting turntable,
with very high quality of build and great looks.
You'll be hard-pressed to find a dust cover for
it, especially with the outboard power supply,
but a little bit of cleaning is a small price to
pay for such gramophonic elegance. Ambient
may seem an odd name for such a forthright
design, but even at background levels this
turntable reveals all the detail, energy,
character and atmosphere that makes
good vinyl great — real ambience indeed. HFC

Jason Kennedy

SOUND >> 92%
EEEE

i PRO

FEATURES >> 85%
(T |

Exciting sound that digs
oodles of energy out of the
groove and presents it with
considerable precision. AMG

BUILD >> 92%
EREED

VALUE >> 85%
EEE=C I

construction looks fabulous.

i CoN

| Balance a little lean side for
some, decent isolation is a
must and if your vinyl is not
pristine, it will tell you.

This is a lean, mean vinyl-scouring machine that pulls music
from the grooves in thrilling fashion. The high quality of
construction and great ergonomics make a highly desirable

deck for anyone with a penchant for musical speed and energy.
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 thisi is a Class AB design using a pair of KT88
valves For each’chan‘ne!, in a circuit that is also

ich drives t h«g n voltage plates and the
other the cathodes (most valve amps draw

current from the. plates). The McIntosh scheme
helps reduce output chcn improve

frequency response uniformity and widen
power bandwidth, a weakness of many
comparable valve- pawered de5|gns

' SOUND QUALITY :
- Loosely speaking, system building is about
 sympathetically matching components to one
another, though words like 'matching’ and
‘sympathetic’ can cover a multitude of

synergies and ambiguities. To this end, we tried
the MA2275 with a broad spread of speakers,

'contact I have had with Mclntosh equi me
was with an early multichannel amplifier, wi
turned out to be - in straight audio terms
a great success. W:th the MA2 75 1 ‘

sohd weu«progected ¥md )
no less p0werfu| bqtmm

There is no hint of the wish washy cc!eur and
recessed dnstant or ;ust p!am soggy sound that




[Review | Mcintosh MA2275 integrated valve amplifier

We spoke with Andy Davison,
managing director of Audio
Solutions, UK distributor of
Thorens and Opus 3 as well
as Mcintosh, about the return
of the Mac

HFC: What are the key features of the MA2275?
AD: It is the first all-valve integrated from the
company - a combination loosely based upon two
products, built onto one chassis. Following on from
Mclntosh's solid state integrated units, the
philosophy is to give as much of the sound quality
as is possible from a pre/power combination but
with less of the user features. This was carried over
into the MA2275.

Can you detail the history that led to the
development of the MA2275?

Mclintosh had only recently returned to valves with
the company’s 50th anniversary MC2000 and
2200 combination - in the year 2000, of course.
The MC2000 was a limited edition, so the MC2102
was developed. The C2200 remained in the line up
and, in combination with the power amp section
from a classic MC275, was made into the MA2275
integrated. The new MC275 that has recently been
added to the line came a little later.

What are the specific goals addressed in the
design, and how are they met?

MclIntosh designs aim to give sonic neutrality and
long term stability. This is achieved, in part, by
never operating any electronic component near it's
working limit. All switching of signals is done near
the input terminal and all contacts are operating in
an inert gas and so should, in theory, never wear
out. The unity coupled transformers also allow the
valves to produce good power levels without strain
or excess heat.

To what do you ascribe the improving status of
Mcintosh in recent times?

Mclntosh's recent rise in the US and the rest of the
world can be attributed to changes that took place
after the change of ownership from Clarion to
D&M Holdings (Denon, Marantz, Rio and so on),
when a long-term employee from the engineering
department was made president of the company.
(Yes, a technical man!) The whole focus of the
company started to change along with a more
team-spirited workforce, who tell tales of times
when production deadlines are tight and the
president can be seen on the shop floor with his
sleeves rolled up, putting products together!
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Bl MA2275, which is a clean and muscular
amplifier that takes no prisoners, and which
deserves to be compared on equal terms to the
best solid-state competition. If this is the sound
that Mclntosh was able to deliver from its
amplifiers in the 1960s (it's a hell of a big 'if'),
it speaks volumes for what has been achieved
sonically in the interim. The MA2275 isn't
necessarily better than contemporary
solid-state amplifiers, but it isn't worse either,
and there is very little that gives away the fact
that it is valve powered, other than the
reassuring sight of the glowing bottles glinting
from behind the mesh cover.

There is something different about the sound
of the MA2275, but it's not easy to say quite
what. It has an almost deliberate quality, as
though the music is being laid out for
examination, though it stops a long way short
of stridency. It is not excessively warm-sounding,
but it has a rich tonal palate. | have heard the
MA2275 described as lacking sparkle, though
I'm not sure | experienced this, or that | could
even explain what the phrase means in the
context of this design. What | did hear,
however, was a broad soundstage with very
strong left/right discrimination (it is a mystery
why amplifiers should differ in this respect, but
they often do) and with a large image scale.

There is also something else about the
MA2275 that sets it apart from most others,
and that is its consistency, by which is meant
its dynamic consistency. Over a wide

volume range, or at a fixed volume

playing music that covers a wide
dynamic range, the sound stays
completely consistent. This kind of
consistency is not exactly common, but

when it is present, it tends to lead to a
sound that is very easy on the ear, and
musical reproduction that is easy to follow.
There are a number of amplifiers that are
at least as transparent and as uncoloured

as the MclIntosh, but few that sound as
smooth, as natural or are as comprehensively
comfortable within their limits as this one.

Mclntosh has successfully produced a
contemporary combination of two classic
products in the MA2275, which turns out to
be supremely well conceived, and which
(especially in the case of the power amp
section) in no way betrays its relative antiquity
on audition. In years to come, the MA2275 is
sure to become a collectors item. But for now,
it is one of the few integrated valve amplifiers
that is both easy to listen to and musically
informative, and which in practice should never
sound out of its depth. HFC

Alvin Gold
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SOUND >> 93% 1 PRO
‘ (T Muscular and yet refined, this
| | isavalveamplifier that makes

- G astrongand dynamic case for
| FEATURES >> 85% its chosen core technology.

“ [EEEEE I Makes many contemporary
e |valvedesigns sound
underpowered by comparison.

BUILD >> 92%
(] | CoN

Arguably not quite as
transparent as the very finest
in class. The logarithmic
meter action may deter some.

VALUE >> 83%
EEEE [

A vindication of everything that McIntosh is commonly held to
stand for, this is an engaging and musical design which is also
genuinely powerful, and which by valve amp standards has an

unusually degree of flexibility and practicality.
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engineered, it's nothing less than an

Hi-Fi World, June 2005

d True Digital Amplifier - Our . advanced amplifier to date.

cal triumph ... TDA2200 is not just another amplifier but a digital tool to
problems. To say the TDA2200 sounds open is a huge understatement.
; with details. The loudspeakers disappear completely and the soundstage is spreading
. Localization is super-precise and the holography is close to incredible.”

DVD and Home Cinema, Norway, May 2005

SDA2175, 200W Power Amplifier £775

SDAIi2175, 200w Integrated Amplifier £1095

TDA2200, 200W Integrated True Digital Amplifier.
DSP crossovers, extensive inputs/outputs.
Parametric and voicing equalizers. £2150

Millennium Mk3 Digital Amplifier £5750

Digital Speakers from £3200 pair 0870 9 100 100

www.tactaudio.co.uk
www.lyngdorfaudio.co.uk
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Weighing in near the top of Dali's latest range, the Ikon 6 floats like a butterfly, stings like a bee

PRODUCT Dali lkon 6

TYPE Floorstanding loudspeaker

PRICE £899 per pair

KEY FEATURES Size (WxHxD): 18.8x100x33.2cm

© Weight: 18.6kg each © Hybrid dome/ribbon tweeter
© Two 160mm main drivers © Sensitivity/impedance:
91.5dB/6 ohms (nom) © High-quality vinyl wrap finish

CONTACT = 0845 6443537 & www.dali-ukco.uk

ali's new Ikon is a mid-market, high-value

range that draws on technology

developed for the Danish brand's senior
lines. The lkon name, in its original meaning, is
suggestive of “..a person or object regarded
with particular admiration or as a representative
symbol" as Dali's press material helpfully
reminds us. So will the Ikon prove iconic?

The lkon 6 is not a cost-no-object speaker, so
it is no surprise to find that the enclosure is a
conventional rectangular MDF box with a
sandwich construction baffle, though it is
equipped with discreet screw-on outrigger feet,
made from neat alloy die-castings. It is a
generous size box, however, and the design is
anything but routine.

The drivers operate in a two-and-a-half-way
configuration, with one bass unit filling in
below 200Hz and a second identical-looking
unit covering the same bottom end, while
also extending the response to 3.2kHz. In
Dali's description of the Ikon 6, the tweeter is
treated as a single driver, but in fact it's a
hybrid unit. This was evolved from a more
costly hybrid, originally used in the upmarket
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Euphonia and Helicon ranges (see issues 260
and 264 for reviews of the Helicon 300 and
400 respectively). The upper-mid to high
frequencies are covered by a 28mm soft dome
tweeter that has a response range covering
everything above the 3.2kHz limit defined by
the crossover. This is allowed to roll out
naturally with no active crossover to attenuate
its output at the high frequency end.

This fluid-cooled unit, which is fitted with a
lightweight doped diaphragm and works in a
carefully damped cavity, is said to extend
beyond 20kHz, but probably at a reduced level.
It is supplemented by a 17x45mm ribbon, which
is rolled in at 10kHz, reaching full output by
14kHz, and with a response said to extend to

There is nothing much that could be
described as off the shelf about the rest of the
design either. The bass/mid units are designed
in house, and feature 160mm cones made
from a mix of paper and wood fibres. This
provides a strong claimed combination of
stiffness, low mass and damping, built into a
die-cast alloy chassis with particular attention
having been paid to effective cooling and low
aerodynamic loading. The voice coil is wound
onto a 25mm former and is equipped with
dual magnets to improve magnetic uniformity
in the gap, and to provide a measure of
magnetic shielding. The unit is anchored to the
front baffle with seven screws in an attempt to
ensure the baffle acts as an effective

“The lkon 6 is one of the finest-grained, most
exquisitely detailed loudspeakers we've
encountered at anywhere near its price.”

well beyond 30kHz. The coverage available from
this compound unit is achievable with a dome
tweeter, but only with considerable difficulty,
and usually at the cost of various in-band
resonances and narrow directivity (assuming a
standard 25mm dome). The Dali hybrid unit is
built on a common baseplate, with the narrow
ribbon oriented vertically, to give an extended
upper frequency response and a much greater
dispersion than usual in the horizontal plane.

mechanical earth. The crossover is hard wired,
and a twin set of solid cable terminals
facilitate bi-wiring or bi-amping.

SOUND QUALITY

Instead of the usual moderate toe-in, the lkon
6 is designed to be heard from a little off-axis,
with the speakers pointing directly down the
room. The reason is that the tweeter tends to
sound a little too bright on its main axis, and



Dali's suggested positioning will ensure that a
centrally placed listener hears a near neutral
balance. This worked well in practice, but we
also found it effective to toe the speakers in
sharply so that their axes crossed well in front of
the listening plane — this scheme benefits stereo
imaging and may be fine-tuned (by adjusting
toe-in) to find the most effective tonal balance.

i
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When treated in this way, and kept well clear
of walls, the result is a speaker that is unusually
clean, agile and, above all, highly detailed. The
Ikon 6 is one of the finest-grained, most
exquisitely detailed speakers we've
encountered at anywhere near its price. The
interplay of percussion can be thrilling in its
complexity, and the lkon imbues music of all

Dali Ikon 6 loudspeaker |Review|

kinds with a tremendous close-up presence.
Nothing is allowed to escape notice, but the
ability of the Ikon 6 extends well beyond
sharpening the focus on treble rich sounds. The
sense of detail is apparent with music, with
human voice and indeed with a broad range of
instrumental material. The unusual resolving
quality is tied to a powerful sense of speed, of
lightning reflexes and a quick release once the
moment had passed. There's nothing sluggish
about this loudspeaker, and imagery is also
precisely defined, though the balance tends to
dictate an image that is relatively far forward,
usually in front of the loudspeakers, and
relatively lacking in a sense of depth.

The downside of such a transparent transducer
is that it can sound too analytical for comfort.
Some will certainly react against a speaker that
can be too hard and insistent, and which tends
to emphasise any negative qualities in the rest
of the system. This is, in fact, a moderately
priced loudspeaker that needs the finesse that
high-end electronics bring to the party. On the
other hand, the high sensitivity means power
demands shouldn't be an issue, and we found
that Primare’s new entry-level 121 integrated
amp was a capable match, with plenty of power
for the job (75 watts per channel), combined
with the required speed and finesse.

The bass output of the Ikon 6 is fast, tuneful
and well integrated into the fabric of the
sound, and although well extended it's not
excessively powerful in feel. The bass here is
more about speed and articulation than it is
about weight and power, but this is a
substantial loudspeaker, full size in anyone's
terms, and it is far from being a lightweight.

Principally, Dali's Ikon 6 a fast, agile and
highly detailed loudspeaker that is explicit,
regardless of its price. It can sound bright, but
is well integrated through the frequency range,
though it requires a little more care and
attention to positioning and system set-up
than some. It is a conspicuous bargain by any
reckoning, as well as being a loudspeaker that
will cause some who have dismissed the brand
in the past to sit up and take notice. HFC

Alvin Gold

VERDICT

SOUND >> 87%
[T |

I PRO
Transparent and detailed
almost to a fault, this is a
no-nonsense, high-resolution,
full-bandwidth loudspeaker at
a bargain price.

i1 CON

Although sensitive enough to
cope with modestly powered
amplifiers, the Tkon 6 is
qualitatively demanding.

EASE OF DRIVE >> 84%
(T 1

BUILD >> 84%
EEEEC N

VALUE >> 90%
[T |

A loudspeaker of exceptional resolve for the money, the Ikon 6
will show what has been recorded in exquisite detail and with
pin-sharp precision. But it is unforgiving and needs careful
qualitative system matching, plus a lot of care in installation.
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Sugden has updated its CD21 player to match the gorgeous A21SE amp - is it a worthy companion?

PRODUCT Sugden CD
TYPE CD player
PRICE £1395

KEY FEATURES Size (HxWxD): 11.5x43x31cm

© Weight: 8.5kg © Single-ended phono analogue

outputs © RCA phono electrical digital output

© Philips DAC 7 D-to-A converter

CONTACT @ 01924 404088/089
ww.sugdenaudio.com

eckmondwyke's finest and one of the

longest running hi-fi brands in the

business, Sugden is not a company to
rush into things; this is only its fourth CD
player. Mind you, the company didn't exactly
rush headlong into the digital format in the
first place, and it would seem that there's a lot
to be said for the steady approach if long term
success is the goal.
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The CD21SE has been created to match the
very impressive A21SE integrated amplifier
that we reviewed in HFC 268, a design that is
so smooth that many fail to realise that it's
actually a highly revealing and very
low-distortion device that produces 30 of the
finest Class A watts in solid state electronics.
So, a matching CD player has a lot to live up
to. Frankly, we were surprised that the price is
so affordable — after all, the standard CD21 is
over a grand and the A21SE nearly £2,000.

While it's based on the still-current CD21, the
SE is rather more than a cosmetic makeover of
the least expensive model in the company's
four strong range. It uses a Philips L1210
transport mechanism and VAM1202 laser
assembly, a dedicated CD device rather than
the CD-ROM and DVD drives that are common
these days. Sugden has mounted this drive in a

separate ‘bucket’ on anti-vibration gaskets and
doubled the thickness of the chassis' top and
base plates to further reduce resonance.

For a change, this is not a 196kHz
oversampling player — its digital-to-analogue
conversion is courtesy of a classic DAC 7
hybrid single/multi-bit integrated circuit. This
is an old school, 16-bit, four-times
oversampling device that used to be popular
with Marantz, among others. The CD21SE's
output is buffered by a dual bipolar J-FET
op-amp that Sugden describes as a low-noise,
high-speed device with a high input
impedance. This buffer stage bolsters the
signal before the final output stage, a fully
discrete circuit that uses selected transistors
rather than those of an ‘off the shelf' variety.
Sugden designed and manufactured all the
digital filtering, noise shaping and D-to-A




circuit boards in order to maintain maximum
control over the final result. The analogue
output stage is a development of the
company's Masterclass preamplifier, with a
low-impedance cascode current circuit that
doesn't use feedback.

This circuitry is fed by a total of seven
separate power supplies and these are split for
analogue and digital applications. The
transformer is a custom-designed, low-flux
audio transformer with multiple windings.

The casework is what you first notice when
comparing standard and SE CD21s and it looks
like all the extra money has gone into the
sumptuous front plate with buttons to match
the A21SE. But somehow the company has
found the money to upgrade the insides as
well, and the ability to produce components
with this standard of finish is a testament to
Sugden's in-house manufacturing capabilities.
Two finishes are available: the sample supplied
is titanium, while there is a darker option
called graphite for those who need to match
black ancillaries.

The remote, which operates both amp and
player, is not the best example of the breed but
there is an ‘open’ button - something that's a
rare luxury on decent CD players. So its small
graphics and use of words instead of symbols
are forgivable. Just.

SOUND QUALITY

As the CD21SE was created to partner the
A21SE, and we recently reviewed that
amplifier, Sugden was very keen that the two
should be auditioned together for this

Sugden CD21SE CD player [Review|

“This CD player has arelaxed and
naturalistic presentation, with superh tonal
colouring and an almost analogue trehle.”

assessment. It's not hard to hear why: apart
from any notion of synergy, the A21SE is a very
fine amp indeed. Paired with the right
speakers, it has the ability to knock dearer
pre/power combinations for six when it comes
to musical engagement. And when the two
Sugden products are used together, you forget
the rather clunky nature of the CD player's
drawer mechanism and get pulled into the
intricate musical web that they spin.

Like the amplifier, this CD player has a
relaxed and naturalistic presentation, with
superb tonal colouring and an almost
analogue treble quality. By the standards of

some competing players, this means a slightly
subdued performance - treble detail is more
obvious on a Cyrus CD8x, for instance, but not
necessarily more convincing. It all depends on
whether you like your details to be etched into
the aural picture or to be more organic. But,
take your hi-fi hat off and replace it with one
for enjoying music and you might find it's
worth giving up a little precision of detail for
this tonal warmth and beauty.

The area where the player really excels is
solidity of image. The CD21SE produces highly
convincing three-dimensional instruments and
voices in an open and spacious soundstage 3
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We spoke to Sugden designer
Tony Miller about the
development of this 'SE’ version
of the established CD21

HFC: Does the CD21SE
replace the CD21?
TM: No. The CD21 cosmetically is a match for
the amp and the A21 for whatever reason is
the bottom of our range, but still people
considerit a luxury at a thousand pounds!

How do the two CD21 models differ?

The CD21SE uses an upmarket emitter follower
configuration, which we use in quite a lot of
our preamps. We do the buffering and we
increase the current with an emitter follower so
we get good drive conditions with it, which
makes for a cleaner output stage.

Why use custom components?

The components we use are not custom made
but are very difficult to trace. We have some
very peculiar habits here; we listen and we can
demonstrate the difference with transistors. We
find that with certain types, when the dies get
spent and somebody like Toshiba discontinues
the component, it sells the dies to somebody in
South America. The same component stays on
the market, but with a different manufacturing
base, and they sound completely different. We
search out the original components and the
ones that sound good, keeping them carefully
and using them properly.

Why did you select an antiquated DAC like
the Philips DAC 7?

We chose it because we got the best musical
performance out of it. A lot of DACs have a
phase lock loop and the DAC 7 develops its
own locking system so you don't need the lock
coming out of your unit. Which means things
are simplified.

Why no oversampling in the DAC?

Is oversampling correct? We are not necessarily
subscribers to the fact that oversampling
always gives the best sound, it tends to be a bit
too processed. We're old-hat people — we prefer
to listen to music and not to sound effects.

What is a transport bucket?

If you look undemeath it, there's a projection
and extension of the case which we call a
bucket; a separate compartment. It only
isolates from carrying high frequencies.

e
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Custom-designed,
low-flux audio
transformer with
multiple windings

Power supply
board with
seven regulated
outlets

Philips L1210

CD transport
mechanism

and VAM1202
laser assembly

Low-impedance
cascode current
circuit analogue
output board
with DAC board
below

Micro
processor
board that
controls the
transport

& that stretches remarkably far, considering
the relaxed nature of the treble. In fact, you
begin to wonder whether the Sugden take on
high frequencies might be a truer reflection of
the disc than with most players. After all, you
can hear what's going on up there and there's
plenty of ‘air' in the soundstage.

Bass is not as weighty as you'll find with
some of the competition, as it doesn't stamp
its authority on proceedings and is
comparatively light. However, put on Adem's
Homesongs and the grumble of the opening
synth line is deep and full-bodied. Meanwhile,
the hammered strings above it have a realism
and presence that makes you feel that you can
reach out and grab them. This doesn't happen
with genuinely bass-light players.

The light-footed nature of the bottom end
also means that complex bass lines remain
nimble and dynamic. With less energy at the
very lowest octaves, the player's life (and that
of the associated system) becomes a lot easier,
but the extra sense of articulation that this
nimble nature brings is most welcome. With a
relatively low-powered amp (like the A21SE),
you are going to need very efficient and for
that matter large loudspeakers to appreciate
this aspect of the sound. But, if you select a
system carefully, this articulate nature means
you are in for some of the most realistic
renditions of recordings you'll ever enjoy in
your listening room. This becomes all the more
noticeable with live recordings - the sense of
immediacy combined with substantial scale
produces a sensation of being right there at
the musical event. Suddenly, that light-footed
bass has an energy that's right on the edge of

COMPACTDISCPLATER

what most rooms can take. But combine this
player with a different amp and you'll have a
different story...

We investigated that story with our reference
Bryston BP25 preamp/ATC SCM150 ASL
system, in order to establish how well this
player might fly in a more powerful set-up. The
answer is that its relaxed nature at the
bandwidth extremes became more apparent.
However, combine this with a generally relaxed
demeanour, and you have a sound that is
remarkably reminiscent of analogue for the price
point. The competition here includes the likes of
the CD8x and Exposure XXII, of which the latter
is closer in style to the CD21SE. The Cyrus has a
more grounded and immediate sound but
arguably not quite so much musical charm.

This Sugden represents an interesting option
at a reasonable price, given the quality of build
and potential to beguile the listener. While its
character is clearly well suited to its stablemate
amplifier, it will also win friends among those
who have yet to be seduced by Sugden’s lovely
Class A approach. HFC

Jason Kennedy

| SOUND >> 89% 3 PRO
EEEEET N Highly engaging and natural

sound that comes closer to
‘analogue’ than most at this
price. We like the strong sense

FEATURES >> 62%

T 111 of imaging and appreciate the
- - ‘open’ button on the remote!
| BUILD >> 90% i CON
| e The relaxed balance gives the

impression of roll-off at
frequency extremes and the
remote labelling is not for late
night, low-light listening.

VALUE >> 85%
EEEE=c I

The CD21SE is designed to partner the A21SE Class A amp and it
does indeed sound superb in that company, but it also delivers
its particularly musical touch in less sympathetic surroundings
and warrants the attention of all true music lovers.

HIFI >>
OVERALL SCORE
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perfectly natural

m The ProAc Studio 130 and Studio 140 speakers were
DEbUt pEl'fDr ance launched officially at the Bristol Hi Fi Show in February.

fﬂr 5uperb new PrDAE These new loudspeakers offer a powerful, natural

sound, with over two years of development resulting

ﬂDDr Standers in some clear performance improvements.

For more information about ProAc speakers and
details of where to hear them for yourself visit
www.proac-loudspeakers.com or call 01280 700147
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It's back to Roman numerals with Exposure’s New Classics range. But is this latest amp up to date?

PRODUCT Exposure XXXV

TYPE Integrated stereo amplifier

PRICE £1,599

KEY FEATURES Size (WxHxD): 44x11.5x30cm

© Weight: 11.5kg © Six line inputs (inc. tape loop)

© Optional phono stage © Two preamp outputs © Twin
speaker terminals © Remote control © 80 watts per
channel (eight ohms)

CONTACT = 01273 423877 & www.exposurehifi.com

he Roman numerals in Exposure's latest

model number are much more

appropriate now than 30 years ago,
when the company was launched. Now, they
imply something a little ‘olde worlde'. Well,
olde worlde inasmuch as the ‘New Classics'
range harks back to the company's origins, with
all-UK construction, minimalist features and a
firm emphasis on good old-fashioned sound.

There's plenty of modernity here, though,

and close inspection suggests that little more
than those Roman numerals connects this
model to the well-loved Exposures of yore. The
circuit, for a start, is pretty much based on the
recent 3010 integrated, while modern
components of uniformly excellent quality
ensure that said circuit works to its utmost
ability. Design and assembly are pure 2005
too, with red LEDs mounted inside volume and
selector knobs, and a very smart front panel.
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In its standard form, the XXXV is a six-input,
line-only integrated, but it can be upgraded
with an MM/MC phono board and can also be
used in bi-amped or indeed tri-amped systems
thanks to two sets of preamp outputs at the
rear. Despite its fairly generous bulk, it's not
enormously powerful by modern standards at a
rated 80 watts, a rating comfortably met in
practice. It also meets the claim for its power
to double effortlessly into four-ohm loads.

Under the hood, the transformer accounts
single-handedly for the unit's height. It's truly
monstrous, getting on for 1kVA rating and as
such unlikely to prove a limiting factor unless
you try to do something ridiculous like driving
multiple parallel ribbon speakers. As for the
power transistors, inspection reveals two pairs
per channel of high-power Japanese parts,
which will give a good safety margin when
driving awkward loads. These are mounted on
a substantial heatsink.

On first inspection, there's not much inside
the amp fully to justify its price, but craftily
concealed beneath the main circuit board is a
subsidiary board carrying quite a lot of the
circuitry. This appears to be a complex amplifier,
but before anyone cites that as unfavourable
evidence, we should point out that apparently
complex circuits are often among the simplest
in terms of concept and operation. The

measurements we obtained from the XXXV
suggest that its performance has been carefully
and sensibly honed in line with current trends.
For instance, distortion is low, though not
quite vanishing (but as far as we could see
completely devoid of crossover artefacts), while
noise is very low and frequency response
extremely extended in the bass (to around
2Hz) but attenuated in the treble, in classic
Exposure manner, by 3dB at about 45kHz.

We also noted with interest that the amp's
damping factor is amazingly high, even at high
frequencies, varying from around 300 (at
20kHz) to over 600 (midband), among the
highest we can recall seeing. Given
low-impedance speaker cable, this should help
maintain consistent performance into almost
any loudspeaker load.

Remote control operation is effected by
means of a motorised volume control and
selector switch, a scheme which avoids possible
ill effects of electronic attenuators and retains
completely traditional control from the front
panel. The amp is nice to use and proved free
of spurious noises throughout.

SOUND QUALITY

Concerned that prior acquaintance with the
amp's beefy build (just its weight gives that
away!) might colour expectations, we arranged
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for a brief - but telling - 'blind" session with a
couple of familiar references. This confirmed
that the XXXV's sound really is quite
remarkably solid and, well, weighty. It likes
nothing better than to get properly stuck into
some really hefty bass and deliver it with both
aplomb and finesse.

And yes, it does definitely do ‘finesse’, and
very well, too. With suitable music, it can slide
so effortlessly into the ‘aplomb’ part of the
deal that the listener does not immediately
notice just how much welly is assaulting the
eardrums. This is all good stuff, and we've
probably said enough already to interest lovers
of large-scale music in this amp. Okay, it
doesn't go quite as loud as more powerful
models, but as we've pointed out on many
occasions before, doubling an amp's power
only makes it slightly louder, and the
difference between this and a model of say
120 watts is barely more than a couple of
degrees' rotation of the volume control.

Lovers of subtler stuff should take note, too,
because alongside the finesse at high levels is
a good dose of subtlety with quieter music.
Imaging is precise and believable, with depth
that yields just a little to upmarket pre/power
separates but is pretty much state of the art for
sensibly priced integrated models. Meanwhile,
tonality is pretty much neutral, the confidence
with bass not extending to over-emphasis,
while the treble is ever so slightly softened
compared with amps that lack the XXXV's
ultrasonic rolloff —a familiar result for that kind
of very subtle tailoring.

“The XXXV likes nothing better than to get
properly stuck into some really hefty hass
and deliver it with both aplomb and finesse.”

Some possible evidence of another kind of
tailoring makes itself heard in a sweetening of
some musical textures, particularly those
containing many different instrumental sounds
(such as orchestras or large bands). This is one
of those effects about which it is hard to be
dogmatic, as its extent is such that conscious
attempts to pin it down often lead one to
wonder whether it wasn't after all imagined.
But we repeatedly felt that the sound was just
slightly ‘prettied up' compared with amps of
known rigorous accuracy.

Not that we're necessarily complaining. This
is almost the best of both worlds, the precision
of the best solid state design combined with
just a touch of the qualities for which valves
are renowned, and the end result is often that
music is particularly pleasing to the ear where
before it was perhaps just a shade harsh. One
might say that a few rough edges are just
slightly smoothed off — not to the extent that
the character of the music is altered, but
enough to add some rounding-out to certain
sounds. Male vocals seemed a case in point,
the resonance of the voice seeming more
evident while breathy sounds were less
distracting. Enjoyable stuff!

INTEGRATED AMPLIFIER YOXXV
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Once again, this is a question of taste. But,
along with the admirable low-frequency
confidence, it defines the amp's character and
that character is very well adapted to the
long-term and profound enjoyment of music,
especially for the attentive listener - the sort of
person, indeed, who's prepared to countenance
over one and a half grand for an amp. In terms
of analysis there may be alternatives on the
market that can better this one, but for just
sitting down and really getting properly
involved in some music, the Exposure XXXV
looks like a very good choice. HFC

Richard Black

2323383398
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VERDICT ey
SOUND >> 92% O PRO
[TTEE. | Very musically involving, with

superbly assured bass -
powerful yet tunefuland
controlled all at once. Very
high damping factor means
any speaker partnered will be
solidly inits thrall.

i1 CON

Not the last word in sonic
analysis, and treble is very

FEATURES >> 75%
WEEE  IHN

BUILD >> 90%
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VALUE >> 88% subtly curtailed. Not for those
EEEEE with slavish accuracy needs.

The XXXV is very clearly a music-lover’s amplifier firstand
foremost. Its sound may be a touch tailored, but it's been done
in such a way as to maximise connection with the music,
without losing detail or imaging - definitely Best Buy material.

HIFI >>
OVERALL SCORE
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The full Gamut

By adding speakers to its existing range of electronics, Gamut completes its component range

PRODUCT Camut L5

TYPE Floorstanding loudspeaker

PRICE £5,990 per pair

KEY FEATURES Size (WxHxD): 20x115.8x43cm
© Weight: 39kg © 32mm ring radiator tweeter

© Two 180mm sliced paper cone bass/midrange units
O Sensitivity/impedance: 86dB/2.8 ohms (minimum)

CONTACT @ 01252 702705
& www.gamutaudio.com

ast year, Ole Christensen — the owner
and founder of Danish audio electronics
specialist Gamut - sold his company to
fellow Dane Poul Rossing. Rossing then took
the bold step of branching into loudspeaker
making — bold because it enters an already
full-to-bursting speaker market. But given that
Rossing subsequently sold half of his new
company to a speaker designer with 17 years
experience, it might not seem so bold after all.
Lars Goller bought into Gamut in March this
year and has an impressive CV. He has worked
in R&D for Vifa, Dali, Scan-Speak and latterly as
director of R&D at Danish Sound Technology -
a merger of Vifa, Scan-Speak and Peerless. With
that sort of experience, speaker manufacture
was clearly a logical progression for Gamut.
The LS is the middle model in a three strong
range which starts with the L3 standmount
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and ends in the larger L7 floorstander. All three
share the same drive units, adding an extra
130mm unit as the price goes up. On the front
baffle of this two-and-a-half way is the most
frightening looking tweeter in the business, a
Scan Speak Revelator ring radiator with a
distinctive phase spike. This driver features a
very shallow neodymium magnet, which is said
to avoid the Helmholtz resonance found in
conventional high frequency drivers. More
drastically, it has a claimed upper extension of
60kHz, which is radical for any drive unit and
unheard of with non-metal types. You've heard
of super-tweeters, this is a mega-tweeter!

The two main drivers have 130mm cones
that have been sliced and bonded in an effort
to reduce coloration — according to Gamut,
these drivers work by trapping energy. Because
the slices are the softest point in the cone
structure, this is where it will bend most easily.
By carefully designing the positioning and
dimension of these slices and the glue that

closes them, you can avoid stressing the
individual segments of the cone.

The suspension on these drivers is also
unusual as it works constantly rather than
progressively, as is the norm, and allows for
more excursion below resonance. The magnet
system is unusual in that it compensates for
overload by increasing inductance when the
voice coil moves out of its optimum position,
thus providing magnetic resistance.

To the eye, the resulting composition is a
substantial but elegant looking loudspeaker,
with attractively curved side panels and a
sumptuous finish of deep lacquer on its real
wood veneered cabinet. In this case, it's a
rosewood veneer, matched across the pair's
front baffles. Below this, a veritable armoury of
metalwork raises the speaker a minimum of
65mm above the floor on some of the biggest
stainless steel spikes in the business. These
have 12mm threaded studs that screw into
stainless outriggers attached to the speaker

“Tilting the cahinets increased the level of
detail from what were already extremely
revealing and explicit loudspeakers.”




Gamut L5 loudspeaker [Review|

and effectively widen its footprint to provide a
greater stability. If you don't fancy loading your
floor with the speaker's 39 kilos via four sharp
points, Gamut provides conical point stops that
you can place under each spike for a more
surface-friendly option.

The stainless steel theme continues on
the back of the speaker, where a large
multiple bolted panel holds two pairs of
WBT terminals on the outside and the

crossover on the inside. The inside of the
cabinet itself is thoroughly braced, but
does not divide up the internal space into
separate enclosures. It also uses only the
minimum of damping because of energy
storage problems inherent with its
comprehensive use. Here, the damping is
placed in the middle of the cabinet where
the air velocity is highest and where it will
produce the greatest benefit.

Lars Goller is keen to emphasise that, while
he comes from an engineering background, he
has always used music rather than test tones
as his reference point in the design process. As
he headed up the team that designed both the
drivers in this speaker, Gamut is in the unusual
position of having full control over the entire
speaker design, something that's usually the
preserve of large companies alone.

SOUND QUALITY

As we use a Gamut D200 power amp as one
of our reference components, it made sense to
partner it with these speakers; a more up to
date MkIII version of the amp might have been
more appropriate, but the original has a similar
character and plenty of power. Listening
commenced with the spikes set so that the
speaker top was level. This produced an
appealingly open and large scale soundstage,
with the speakers proving remarkably good at
vanishing acoustically when a great recording
was played. The manual suggests that if you sit
with your ears below the tweeters, it is
beneficial to tilt the speakers up at the back so
that they fire slightly downward. But, as the L5
is designed to be listened to off-axis (see
set-up box), this doesn't mean that high
frequencies are directed at your ear.

Tilting the cabinets increased the level of
detail from what were already extremely
revealing speakers. We're talking explicit detail
here — even the very low-level speech samples
on familiar records such as Steely Dan's Show
Biz Kids are verging on the intelligible! Image
depth resolve is also stunning, producing a
cavernous ecclesiastical acoustic in the SACD
of Arvo Part's De Profundis. Here, the purity of
the soprano’s voices could be, for once, fully
appreciated. Instruments likewise are
presented with a solidity which is rare, the
piano on the new In The Country album
standing four square between the speakers
with no sense that the sound was emanating
from them, unless the production placed a
sound solely in one channel. O
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POSITIONING

The manual for the LS suggests firing the speakers
parallel to the room sides (like the Dali Ikon 6
reviewed on page 46), assuming you have a regular
shaped room. The two speakers need to be oriented
so that their axes form parallel lines - in other
words, fire them down the room with no toe-in at all.
This is because they are designed to be listened to
off-axis, where diffraction effects caused by cabinet
edges and so on are asymmetric. Gamut considers
symmetrical diffraction to be the most offensive. It
also believes that driver distortion is at its worst on
axis and thus has balanced its speakers so that they
work best when not pointing at the listener. Only if
the room has highly reflective surfaces on the side
walls is a small amount of toe-in recommended.

It is also recommended that the tweeters are at
the same height or a little below your ears when
you are listening — as these are tall speakers, you
may well need to tilt them up at the back to
achieve this. Fortunately, the big spikes help here.

As for positioning, it is recommended that you sit

at least 3m from the speakers and have a minimum
distance to the side wall of 75cm and at least 65cm
to the rear wall. Moreover, these are big speakers
and would look titanic in a room where these
placement recommendations are not possible. If you

want to maximise imaging, keep the speakers as far

away from walls as possible; if this reduces bass too

much, try placing a damping or diffusing surface on

the side walls to cut down reflections instead.

SYSTEM MATCHING
As with any highly-revealing loudspeaker, the
Gamut requires clean, high-quality power. Its
89dB sensitivity at four ohms, which
equates to 86dB at eight ohms,
coupled with impedance drops to
2.8 ohms, means it needs plenty of
power, too. As Gamut makes its own
amplification, this is a logical place
to start — we used a D200 stereo
power amp but one of the brand's
monoblocks would undoubtedly
bring further delights. Otherwise,
you'll need at least 100 watts of
refined, nimble and dynamic power
to get the most out of the L5. This
means it's not a speaker that's
suited to valve amps, unless you
own the hemia-inducing variety.
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K In the past, speakers that have produced
images of this quality usually needed setting
up so that their axes cross in front of the
listener, which tends to limit stage width. The
L5s with their parallel axes produce both width
and depth to an uncanny degree, thanks
presumably to the ultra high extension of the
tweeter — though quite why this should work
with regular CD as well as higher resolution
formats is less easy to answer.

All this detail and imaging is fantastic but we
were looking for a bit more bass grunt,
something that was achieved by removing the
spikes and placing the speakers on a pair of
Townshend Seismic bases. You get much the
same increase in bass energy if the speaker is
put straight on the floor but as we use these
bases with our regular speakers too, it kind of
evened the playing field. What resulted certainly
did the trick, removing a slight sense of glare
from the midrange and bolstering the bass to
produce a rock solid balance that could be
played louder and longer. This process may well
have brought the balance to the same point it
would have arrived at after the 100 or so
hours of use required to run the speaker
in, a sonic shortcut in other words.

Now you could tell when a kick drum
had been recorded in mono on one
channel; rather than producing a
boom, the system dug deep and
recreated a solid and shapely kick that
had real speed and weight. The system
still imaged like a good ‘un, the
speakers revealing the character of the
venue and the full breadth of the piano
in Keith Jarrett's Bremen Lausanne
album. This recording also ably
demonstrated the L5's impressive grasp
of dynamics both large and small - it
revelled in the nuances that the
Townshend TA 565 CD universal

player was finding on this and other discs,
revealing both the great sense of timing and
the phenomenal resolve on offer.

What was most exciting about this speaker,
however, was its ability to rejuvenate overplayed
albums such as EST's Seven Days of Falling.
Somehow this review-worn disc came alive for
the first time in what seems like a year or more.
By the standard of the competition at this price
point, the L5 is a remarkably transparent
speaker yet not one that sounds bright. It
manages to avoid the sense of exposure that
some super-tweeters can produce, though the
energy in the treble can be a little strong if your
ear is in a direct line with the tweeter — keep it
off-axis and it's very fine. An ATC SCM50 would
give you more low frequency gravitas, but there
are few better speakers in other respects.

The LS is a tremendously revealing,
low-distortion loudspeaker. Perhaps cutting up
your cones and gluing them together is a
worthwhile pursuit after all = so long as you've
had 17 years' worth of practice! HFC

Jason Kennedy

L
SOUND >> 93%

1 PRO

Very high resolution across
the band with very low
perceived distortion. High

—{ standard of finish, especially
the outrageous metalwork!

i CON

Relatively difficult amplifier
load means you'll need plenty
of power, and the bottom end
is a little lean for kickin’ rock.

EASE OF DRIVE >> 57%
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BUILD >> 93%
EEEE=c B

VALUE >> 83%
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Impressive build and sophisticated driver design make the L5 a
stunning speaker. This level of transparency is rare at any price
and the treble extension makes the most of high-resolution
ancillaries. Timing, imaging and tonality are all top notch.

HIF >>
OVERALL SCORE
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Like a fine wine, Arcam’s new flagship CD player is cultured and refined. But is it too mice”

PRODUCT Arcam FMJ CD36
TYPE CD player
PRICE £1,400

KEY FEATURES Size (WxHxD): 43x8.5x29cm

© Weight: 6.5kg © CD and CD-R/RW compatible
Supports CD-Text © Two analogue outputs © Optical
and electrical digital outputs

CONTACT = 01223 203200 & www.arcam.co.uk

n the whole, we've had good experiences

with Arcam'’s CD players over the years.

So, when the firm announces a new
range-topping player, we're all agog. Its
appearance, coming just a month after our
experience with a batch of similarly-priced CD
players in last issue's Ultimate Group Test,
should make for interesting comparisons, not
least with competitors from the Far East, land
of low wages and major economies of scale.
Can Arcam keep its British-made end up?

At first glance, there's little enough to get
excited about. But excitement isn't everything
and in terms of basic usability, this player scores
very highly. A nice clear display, complete with
a calendar-style read-out of remaining tracks,
and legibly-marked buttons (including search -
joy!) are partnered with a smart front panel.
This is cunningly angled just enough to help
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make it legible when the player is mounted
below eye level, but not enough to make it
look strange from across the room. It's very
nice indeed, with a high standard of finish and
a smartly contrasted top panel in mid grey.

Inside the player, the immediately striking
features are a pair of pretty substantial mains
transformers and a large aluminium plate,
beneath which hangs the main audio circuit.
Said plate is part of Arcam'’s comprehensive
shielding strategy, intended to keep signals
free from contamination. Also assisting this
aim is some 'Stealth Mat' material, developed
“from stealth fighter technology” — basically a
metal-fibre mesh which provides a continuous
screen between upper and lower casework
sections, a well-proven technique.

The circuit itself is based round a
combination of Analog Devices' latest
sample-rate converter, which provides the first
stage of digital filtering and justifies the
24-bit/192kHz claims, and a bunch of
top-grade DACs from Wolfson, four of them in
parallel to keep intrinsic noise to a minimum.
Analogue components are also first-rate, and

their signal appears on twinned output sockets.

You'll also find both kinds of digital output
and remote control in/out sockets.

Sound may be the final arbiter, but we would
be ungracious if we failed to compliment
Arcam on one of the best measured
performances we've ever seen from a CD
player. Distortion is comfortably below -100dB
(0.001%) under practically any conditions, and
noise is significantly below the noise floor of
most CDs. Hum vanishes into the noise floor
too, and jitter is around or below the
measurement limit of 100ps. The only thing
that's not great, in common with almost every
CD player going, is frequency response in the
20kHz to 25kHz band. Response should
ideally be flat to 20kHz and attenuated to
nothing before 22kHz, but here it's only
slightly attenuated by 22kHz and as a result
there's enough aliasing to cause audible
‘alias-intermodulation distortion’ in practical
situations with HF-rich discs. We documented
this in a Digitalia column way back in HFC
253 (and it wasn't new then) and it's a little
disappointing that almost no one seems to
have addressed the problem.

From an ergonomic point of view, this is a
nice machine all round. It loads discs swiftly
and responds quickly and logically. As with a
few we've used recently, though, it makes a lot
of mechanical noise — a rather irritating tuned




hiss which is audible over surprisingly loud
music if the listener is in close proximity

and the player is exposed. Annoying in a £200
machine, this is (or should be) unacceptable in
anything at this kind of price.

SOUND QUALITY

We really enjoyed our extended sessions with
this player. Not for the first time in recent
memory, it called to mind the word ‘civilised’,
adding to that 'sophisticated’ — and of course a
variety of more common audiophile terms.

It has perfect manners and breeding and
knows what is appropriate in a given situation.
Sometimes it is appropriate to be controlled,
sometimes spontaneous, and as long as it's
there on the CD, that's pretty much what you'll
get from the CD36. It's likely that some
listeners, encountering this player for the first
time, will find it dull and uneventful with
certain discs. If your taste (or chance) has led
you in the past to hi-fi that tends towards
excitement as a prime characteristic, you'll
almost certainly miss some of that in discs
which are not in themselves immensely lively.
But put on something that really has a bit of
pizzazz encoded in the polycarbonate and your
opinion is apt to change rather rapidly.

Take that old audiophile favourite, Dark Side
of the Moon, for instance. A lot of the guitar
work is surprisingly clean for a rock 'n’ roll
production and you may be used to hearing it
subtly ‘dirtied up’ by your current CD player.
Lacking that, it can sound disconcertingly like
bad reproduction. But played on the CD36, the
multiple alarm clocks will make you jump
several feet in the air if you're not ready...
which is obviously what was intended.

At the same time, ingeniously layered sonic
productions reveal more of the art and craft
that went into their making when heard
through as detailed a player as this one. Be it
multi-tracked pop or naturally-miked opera, if
the engineers and producer have done their
job well, you'll appreciate it as never before. If
they've messed up, well, at least you'll be all
the more certain that there's nothing you can
do to salvage things.

We're not in a position to waive all criticism.
The bass can seem shy, minutely undermining
the impact of deep percussion, double bass
and so on, and the treble is not quite the
purest we've heard. Very bright recordings are
for the most part clean and clear, but there's
sometimes a touch of harshness that we've
known to be absent when playing the same
tracks on reference equipment.

=
G

Arcam FMJ CD36 CD player [Review|

“This player ahsolutely deserves to be heard
hy anyone seriously considering spending a
grand or more on CD-only replay.”

As often happens, some musical styles work
better than others. We were pretty much
entirely delighted with the CD36's outlook on
classical music, and jazz and ‘art rock’ almost
as much so. Synth-based pop, hmm, hard to
say — on the whole it often seems that a little
replay-stage roughness is almost assumed in
the production of some albums, so it rather
depends on your tastes and what you expect.
But then it's hardly Arcam’s fault if someone
has deemed less-than-perfect replay to be part
of the mastering process!

At the very least, we'd say that this player
absolutely deserves to be heard by anyone
seriously considering spending a grand or more
(possibly even quite a lot more) on CD-only
replay. The CD-only aspect may be a no-no for
some, but Arcam’s belief that plenty of folks
own little music on newer formats, and don't

Cose COMPCT OSE AR 0
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trust universal players to do full justice to a
fine CD collection, is one it would be hard to
argue with. As such, we're happy to give a
nearly unqualified recommendation to this
finely conceived and engineered bit of kit. HFC
Richard Black

SOUND >> 90% 3 PRO
Truly excellent neutrality,

effortless extension and

[ N above all a high degree of
FEATURES >> 86% refinement make this a very

[ITT T | revealing and musically

- - involving player.

i1 CON

Mechanical noise really needs
sorting. The minutest degree
of bass softening and treble
harshness are the only sonic
flaws worth mentioning.

(T |

BUILD >> 89%
EEEEC Il

| VALUE >> 88%
[T ]

This player really tells you what is on the disc, and while that
can sometimes be surprising, even disappointing, long-term
exposure is likely to build on the fine initial impression which

this player makes with well-recorded material.

HIFICHOICE 5y
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DIAMOND 9.1
Product of the Year - Stereo Speakers

“A sonic abllity
previously unheard

of at this price”

What Hi-Fi? Sound & Vision

Diamond 9.1 - perfect integration

Every bass driver in the Diamond 9 series includes our award-winning ‘DPC’ technology. Designed to
minimise rear cone reflection and reduce mid-range distortion, it allows the music and vocal to flow
with a breathtaking clarity and natural tone.

Critically acclaimed on both sides of the Atlantic as revolutionary within its class, the Diamond 9.1 is

without peer. Dynamic range, frequency response, timing and

i
“‘l‘ H
S0 SOUND AND VISION mid-range integration have all been optimised

AWARDS 2004  AWARDS 2004 mwm through  complete  synergy in  design  and

?
u.nllavmal
cr OF THE YEAR o 04 : b . -
proODY i AWARDS 20 manufacture. Why not surprise yourself? Phone for

prODUCT OF THE YEAR

MOND 7.1 .
onp sw158 WHARFEDALE O1A your nearest dealer or to arrange an audition.

WHARFIDALE DIAMS

sute Dismend * 47

What Hi-Fi? Sound & Vision
Stereo Speakers , Product of the Year 2004/2005

@ Diamond Profile Chassis

Download brochures and reviews from
www.wharfedale.co.uk, Tel: 0845 458001 | VWharfedal=

Auvailable in Silver; Black, Beech or Cherry finishes



Move over P2

NAD joins Goldring in offering a replacement for the classic Rega P2 budget turntable

PRODUCT NAD C555
TYPE Turntable, arm and cartridge
PRICE £250

www.nadelectronics.com

CONTACT @ 01908 319360 &

ega's shock announcement that it

would be ceasing production of its long

running P2 (née Planar 2) turntable
must have sent ripples of alarm out to
everyone saving up for their first proper
turntable. Panic not - the P2 lives on, and this
new NAD is one of the three turntables it has
reborn into, the others being Goldring's GR1.2
and GR2. These turntables are made by Rega
as OEM (original equipment manufacturer)
and are based on the P2 design. While the
€555 and GR1.2 bear a strong family
resemblance, NAD claims that the C555 is a
refined version of Goldring's base model.

The C555 is based around a solid plinth,
which supports itself on three flexible but
non-adjustable rubber feet. The degree of
isolation these feet offer is therefore limited
and anyone seeking to get the best out of this
or any other P2-based turntable should invest
in decent equipment support.

The MDF platter is driven, via an O-section
belt, by an AC synchronous motor that's fixed
to the plinth. Next to the motor is a subplatter,
which sits on a steel bearing shaft that
itself rests on a hardened steel ball and rotates
in a sintered brass sleeve.

The tonearm is the base version of Rega's
classic cast aluminium design with a plastic
three point mounting instead of the large nut
that locks the more costly RB250 in place. The

arm comes fitted with a Goldring Elektra
moving magnet cartridge, and a reasonably
well aligned one at that if this sample is
anything to go by.

All of which makes this a decent turntable,
albeit one whose value is undermined by
Goldring's GR2 (tested in HFC 266), which
offers a proper RB250 arm, plus a cartridge
that retails for £58 more than the Elektra. Yet
the difference in price between the two decks
is only about the cost of one decent vinyl LP.

SOUND QUALITY

Using a good support - like Rega's clever
three-cup wall bracket — really is vital. Aside
from levelling the deck and preventing footfall
turning into phonographic earthquakes, a
good shelf removes coarseness from the sound
and lets the deck create a coherent and
homogenous soundstage that proved
engaging and revealing.

This is not the most sophisticated of
turntable/cartridge combos. Nonetheless it
has a good sense of timing and an open sound
that - thanks to good dynamics — undermines
some CD players costing twice as much. Bass Is
not particularly deep nor treble especially
extended, but an entry-level deck sporting
what is essentially a £32 cartridge inevitably
has its limits. Fortunately, the bass and treble
that you do get are articulate and, at the lower
end, remarkably shapely.

This all means Jeff Buckley sounds as angelic
and transfixing as ever, when he keeps things
chilled, but as tracks like Mojo Pin build up the
turntable's ability to keep its cool is
undermined (this is a fairly stern test for any

affordable turntable, however). Perhaps best of
all, though, the NAD is tonally very agreeable,
revealing the lovely woody character of the
original instruments of Jean-Claude Malgoire's
La Grande Ecurie orchestra and the spirited
nature of the music they play

This is a easy product to love. It comes fully
set up and ready to roll - just add amp or
phono stage and set the counterweight and
anti-skate. And it sounds extremely open and
alluring in the way good vinyl always manages
to. It doesn't have the specification-to-value
ratio of the Goldring GR2, but that may not
matter. This will be the turntable of choice for
the legions of NADders out there... and it's a
good choice, too. Those saving their pennies
for a Rega P2 needn't worry - Goldring and
NAD have got it covered. HFC

Jason Kennedy

VERDICT

SOUND >> 77%
EEE= . IHE
PRO
Well set up and built with an
| open and engaging sound
that delivers the classic vinyl

FEATURES >> 66%
[TT]

S — qualities with ease. High

BUILD 82% quality tonearm, too.

T CON

Needs plenty of isolation for
best results, cartridge lacks
refinement, Goldring GR2 is
even better value for money.

VALUE >> 88%
T |

| CONCLUSION
The similarly priced Goldring GR2 may be slightly better
‘ overall, but this remains an impressive budget turntable with
‘ plenty of potential for cartridge upgrades and a pleasing ability
| to show a clean pair of heels to budget (D or DVD players

|
|
|
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NEW Maths

£650 + £650 = £1000 ERLALEE] INTEGRATED amp

! Kandy Mklll integrated amplifier
EGRATED p x WHAT HI-FI? SOUND AND VISION Winner 2004 Award

an
Kandy CDp*EiYe’&'NT |  Maths - Hlogical Kandy Mkill CD

| 1 HI-Fi CHOICE Bronze award 2004 Awards
mw&ms kg BE Kandy Mklll integrated amplifier
D Sawing & Colossal WHAT HI-FI? SOUND AND VISION Winner 2003 Award

Kandy Mklll integrated amplifier
| WHAT HI-Fi? SOUND AND VISION Winner 2002 Award
or

Experience ~ Emotional Kandy MKIIl integrated amplifier

Five Stars
WHAT HI-FI? SOUND AND VISION October 2003

Kandy CD

Five Stars
WHAT HI-Fi7 SOUND AND VISION First test July 200

Kandy MKIIl integrated amplifier
Five Stars

2003 SUPERTEST WINNER (5 Star Gold)
WHAT HI-Fi? SOUND AND VISION May 2003

Kandy Integrated amplifier

Five Stars

2002 SUPERTEST WINNER (5 Star Gold)
WHAT HI-FI? SOUND AND VISION Feb 2002

Kandy CD player, Amplifier & Speakersg
Five Stars
WHAT HI-FI? SOUND AND VISION January 2001

Kandy Integrated amplifier
Five Stars
WHAT HI-FI? SOUND AND VISION April 2000

Kandy CD

Five Stars
WHAT HI-FI? SOUND AND VISION March 2000
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TWIN PAC;
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CD player TWIN PACK
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KANDY
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Tel: 01235511 166 Sin e
www.henleydesigns.co.uk
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stello ba220 219204 converTer

-

STANDBYO®

HI-FH

magazine

RECORD

You want exceptional D-to-A conversion at a reasonable price? This Korean reaches for the stars

PRODUCT Stello DA220

TYPE Digital-to-analogue converter

PRICE £920

CONTACT @ 01252 702705 € www.aprilmusic.com

ack in October 2004 (HFC 259), we

reviewed the Stello DP200

DAC/ preamplifier and S200 power
amplifier. The DP200 stand alone DAC tested
here is essentially the DAC section of the
DP200. Stello, still little known in this country,
is a fairly new brand of budget esoterica that is
made in South Korea by an offshoot of April
Music, a company previously best known as a
high-end importer serving its home market.

Like other Stello components, the DA220 is

housed in a simple, well-constructed alloy box
and uses good quality parts throughout.
Specifically, it features dual transformers, AKM
AK4395 24-bit DACs, a low jitter digital circuit
based on a phase lock loop, and a dual
single-ended and balanced-mode Class A
analogue output section, driven by a 6th order
digital filter at its input to keep it ‘clean’. There
is nothing extravagant or complex about the
parts that don't serve a functional purpose, but
the feeling of high quality is tangible, and it
looks completely at home alongside
components from Arcam's FMJ range, T+A and
even Krell's KAV series products, for example.
The test systems (there were several, based on
those named above and others) were wired
with Nordost Valhalla interconnects to
eliminate one variable.

The Stello DAC is equipped with four inputs —
one balanced XLR AES/EBU, two coaxial
S/PDIF and a Toslink optical — with one of
each type available as a digital monitor output,
selectable using the front panel record button.
Independent balanced and single-ended
analogue outputs are available. Front panel
controls other than input and record selectors
include upsampling (48kHz, 96kHz, 192kHz
and bypass) and an absolute phase switch.

SOUND QUALITY
With remarkable consistency, the Stello
delivered strong midband presence and vitality
throughout our test period. In a recording of
Haydn piano concertos (Leif Ove Andsnes/
Norwegian Chamber Orchestra on EMI), the
Stello's piano sound was palpably percussive,
with open textures between the notes, while the
orchestral sound was sharper and more detailed
than the basic systems based on T+A, Arcam
and other players. Other recordings yielded
comparable findings on the whole, but there is
nothing in the Stello's make-up that lends itself
to sanitising poor or inadequate recordings.
The upsampling feature can be selected on
the fly, which makes it very easy to hear what
the Stello is doing. In fact, there is not always a
single best setting and in some cases it is hard
to hear much difference at all. In general,
though, upsampling to 192kHz delivered a
more finely resolved, more subtle and
expressive high frequency output. The biggest
contrast to 192kHz was with the bypass
setting, which was also excellent, but which

sounded slightly old-fashioned and more
muscular. This was perhaps because the
emphasis was now tilted away from the treble,
but with a slightly less organic quality and less
detail. The 48kHz and 86kHz filters appeared
to split the difference, and in each case it was
hard to distinguish one from its immediate
neighbour. Most of the time, we settled
comfortably on the 192kHz setting.

The performance of the Stello DA220 is
really quite exceptional. It is well made, well
equipped, and is clearly superior to other DACs
in the same price territory, or even considerably
above. It will make a superb addition to most
transports, or an excellent upgrade for all but
the very finest players. HFC

Alvin Gold

VERDICT

SOUND >> 92%

[T T |
PRO

Selectable sampling rates,
true high-end performance at
amoderate price, well
focused design and very
realistically priced.

FEATURES >> 87%
[T T

BUILD 87%
[T T CON
Lacks the warmth and
euphony of some converters -

!ALPE’ 89% but we don’t regard truth
EEEENE |l telling as a real disadvantage!

CONCLUSION

Many CD players are equipped with good quality DAC stages of
their own, but on our straw poll, the Stello will substantially
improve the performance of many players all the way up to,
say, £3,000 or so, typically adding space, clarity and presence.

HEACHDIEE >> 90%
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absolute sounds

R R Oxford Audio Consultants are one of the leading specialist
= hi-fi outlets in the UK, which is why we are so proud to
represent world-class products from Absolute Sounds. As an

Absolute Sounds Studio Dealer, you can be 100% sure of

.E =
NHB-18 NS preamplifier exceptional service, backup, long-term support and a wide-

NHB-108 mod(ﬂvone B (available shortly) selection of many of the worlds most renowned hi-fi products.
pOWCF Omp mer

From a single component to a complete system, Absolute Sounds
and Oxford Audio Consultants have the answers and just as
important, the solutions.

darTZeel

We are very pleased to announce that we have been chosen along
with only a small handful of other Absolute Sound dealers, to
represent darTZeel products in the UK.

The darTZeel NHB-108 model one B power amplifier [NHB stands
for "Never Heard Before”) is based, on the triple principles of
simplicity, purity, and reliability. The NHB-108 model one B is
painstakingly hand built, the CNC-routed aluminum casework
includes inner and outer compartments: the inner compartment,
beneath the case’s “outer interior,” contains much of the wiring; the
outer compartment contains the massive power supply and the
output devices.

The darTZeel NHB-108 model one B will let you hear so deeply into
the space of a recording that your mind's eye will work overtime
filling in the details. Your hear the music as it was meant to be heard,
delivered with an honesty that few other amplifiers can match.

With the darTZeel NHB-18 NS preamplifier {available shortly),
instead of offering a preamplifier based on the same approach as
that of its competitors, darTZeel chose to think differently, offering for
the first time in the world what previously seemed impossible.

All will be revealed shortly..

S U mm 1 t

MARTIN LOGAN

Martin logan are without a doubt one of the leading designers
in electrostatic loudspeakers. For many years we at Oxford
Audio have shared with our customers the enjoyment and
performance that Martin Logan loudspeakers deliver.

Each new generation of Martin Logan take a leap
forward and Oxford Audio invites you to hear their
newest creation, simply called the Summit.

A New World of high-performance audio... The result of years

of research, the new Summit™ powered hybrid electrostatic
loudspeaker features PoweredForce™ and XStat™ technologies,
dramatically reducing cabinet size, yet establishing new standards for
efficiency, dynamics and precision in a floorstanding loudspeaker.

Experience the new Summit and forever change your
expectations of what a speaker can and should be.

For further information or to be one of the first to experience
the new Martin logan Summit, why not call Oxford

Audio Consultants today and discover why for many,
nothing compares to the sound of an electrostatic.

Oxford Audio Consultants Ltd  coone 5 oo
g OVE TO |

Oxford Fax (closed thursday)
OX1 1JD 01865 791 665 sat: 10am - Spm
Established in 1988. Today we are one of the leading specialists in audio, home cinema, (visit our web site for the latest information on new/used equipment)

jonharker@oxfordaudio.co.uk | www.oxfordaudio.co.uk
audio-visual and multi-media installations.
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Vinyl addition

PRODUCT Pro-Ject Debut/Phono SB
TYPE Tumtable, arm, cartridge (with built-in phono stage)
PRICE £180

CONTACT = 01235 511166
& www.project-audio.com

ro-Ject has been stirring up the budget

turntable market with considerable

success over the last few years. In fact,
it's thanks to this particular Czech-built brand
that this sector is now so competitive.

This latest version of the company's
entry-level Debut model has that extremely
rare feature: an onboard phono stage.
Turntables produce a low-voltage output that
requires equalisation, which means you can't
just plug one into a spare input on your amp.
You need a phono stage to add the gain and
do the EQ. These used to be standard fare on
amps, but are increasingly rare — so much so
that standalone phono stages are the norm
from the middle market upwards.

One advantage of building a phono stage
into the turntable itself is that the tiny signal
produced by the cartridge does not have to
travel far prior to amplification and thus will
suffer minimal degradation. The drawback is
that you are stuck with the fitted stage and
have no means of upgrading. This is less of an
issue with fit-and-forget budget decks, of
course, which is why Pro-Ject has added this
feature to the Debut.

The other change is the addition of electronic
speed change, so you no longer have to fiddle
with the belt to play your 45s; if you don't

mind moving the belt, you can even play 78s.
Otherwise, the Debut has a pressed steel
platter and felt mat, rubber decoupled motor,
MDF plinth and flat drive belt. The tonearm is
aluminium with gimbal bearings and a nice
chunky cable, the latter exiting the phono
stage, of course. Its gold plated connectors
come complete with a 3.5mm mini jack
adaptor for easy hook up to a computer or
mini system. The ready-aligned cartridge is an
Ortofon OM5e, which normally retails for
around £25 and can be upgraded with a
number of alternative styli.

SOUND QUALITY

This Debut is a pretty smooth operator.
Inevitably, it doesn't extract the last ounce of
detail from a vinyl LP, but it gives a good
impression of pulling quite a lot of what
counts out of the groove. It is inherently laid
back — a bonus with budget decks, as they
rarely have the sort of isolation that's required
to do the job well on a basic stand or shelf. A
deck that doesn't attempt to sound lively will
keep some of the distortion that vibrating
supports can produce largely at bay.

It produces a warm, but surprisingly smooth
sound, and with a good vinyl pressing, bass is
well extended and doesn't want for too much
in definition. High treble, on the other hand, is
notable by its absence, though this is only
drawn to one's attention when making direct
comparisons with other decks. The midrange
does a good job of delivering well-rounded
vocals and wide - if not particularly high -
images, and depth resolve is pretty good, too.

Dynamics are not a strong point, but with a
cartridge like this we're hardly surprised.
What's more gratifying, though, is the way it
deals with relatively complex material without
sounding brash or edgy — a common failing
with sub-£200 decks.

It's only when you bring in something like a
Goldring GR1.2 turntable, assisted by a
decent standalone phono stage, that its
limitations become apparent. Inevitably,
though, such a combination ends up costing
more than the Debut.

If you are after a genuine fit-and-forget
product, this version of the Debut is hard to
beat. It's not the last word in sound quality
around the £200 mark, but it's clearly capable
of entertaining results. HFC

Jason Kennedy

VERDICT ™ 2%

SOUND >> 73% PRO
[T T o

FEATURES >> 82%
(T

BUILD >> 74%
[T

Better sound can be had fora
little more (but notin one

VALUE >> 90%
(T T

CONCLUSION

This is a very neat solution for those looking for a decent
turntable that they can plug straight into virtually anything as
easily as a CD player. It's not the last word in sound per pound
but does make a good fist of all things vinyl.

BEACHDIEE >> 82%
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| Ultimate Group Test | Loudspeakers £900-£1,600

GROUP TEST & LAB REPORTS: PAUL MESSENGER

LOUDSPEAKERS

Luxury without high-end price tags — does this sextet have the performance to match?

he six loudspeakers assembled for

this test group all cost much less

than what is regarded as high-end
in today's inflationary marketplace.
They're by no means inexpensive, but do
incorporate plenty of interesting — and
costly — luxury touches.

Five are floorstanders, and four have a
real wood veneer finish. But, what really
distinguishes this group is just how
much variety there is among the
different models. The simplest and
smallest is also the most costly, but
that's because B&W's 805S is the least
expensive model in that company's most
upmarket 800 Series range. In complete
contrast, Triangle's four-driver Celius ES
is one of the largest in that company's
least costly range.

Like the little B&W, both the
Monopulse 42A and Usher Compass
CP6311 are simple two-way designs,
though both stack the bass/mid driver
with generous port-loaded floorstanding
enclosures. The Rega R7 and the Audio
Physic Spark 3 are two-and-a-half-way
configurations, where a two-way is

Audio Physic Spark 3 B&W 805S
£1,499 £1,600 £995
66 HI-FI CHOICE | september 2005

supplemented by an extra bass-only
driver, with the obvious advantage here
of keeping the front view attractively
slim. Whereas the Audio Physic's bass is
loaded by a rear port, the Rega has a
larger, side-mounted bass driver coupled
to a folded transmission line. The much
larger Triangle is a full three-way design,
with twin bass drivers loaded by its
generous ported enclosure.

One major bonus with these models is
that all five floorstanders take plenty of
trouble to ensure good floor coupling, by
locating their spikes directly into metal
feet or a plinth. This not only extends
the footprints beyond the confines of the
cabinet to ensure good overall physical
stability — essential for the Usher and
Audio Physic models, both of which opt
for enclosures that are built to tilt
backwards, purely in the interests of
time-alignment - it also guarantees fine
spike-coupling integrity. This is a regular
weak spot with budget floorstanders.

It's good to see such a wide choice in
presentation too, from the shiny lacquer
of the Usher via a variety of real wood

ON TEST

Monopulse 42A

veneers to the polished steel or CFC
(carbon fibre composite) of Monopulse.
The spice of life indeed. HFC

EQUIPMENT USED

® Naim CDS 3 CD player

® Burmester 001 CD player

® Linn Sondek LP12 turntable

® Rega RB1000 tonearm

® Linn Akiva cartridge

® Magnum Dynalab MD 102 tuner

® Naim NAC552 preamp

® Naim NAP500 power amp

® Yamaha MX-D1 power amp

® Cables from Vertex AQ, Chord
Company, Harmonic Technology

and Naim

MUSIC USED

® Alabama 3 Exit on Coldharbour Lane

® Alison Krauss + Union Station Live

® Nitin Sawhney Beyond Skin

® Chemical Brothers Push the Button

® Laurie Anderson Life on a String

® LSO Rostropovich Shostakovich:
Symphony No.11

® BBC Radios 3 and 4 were also used
throughout the test

Triangle Celius ES
£1,395

Usher Compass CP6311



| LISTENING TESTS

Loudspeaker listening poses more complex problems than
those involved in assessing other components. Speakers
vary greatly and interact strongly and often unpredictably
with the room. The difficulty facing sequential unsighted
loudspeaker presentations is the strong tendency to judge
each example according to how its balance differs from
the model that preceded it. Accordingly, extended
hands-on listening sessions were adopted for this group,
giving scope to adjust to the changes in balance and to
experiment with positioning.

LAB TESTS

The speakers were tested under in-room conditions, to best
represent real-world conditions. The test equipment used
included a Neutrik Audiograph analogue signal generator
with synchronised pen recorder, used to plot the far-field
in-room averaged response traces and impedance plots.
Pair-matching was also checked at one metre.

No other magazine offers an equivalent test and
listening programme for comparative tests.

LAB REPORTS: THE BAR GRAPH

Our 3D bar graphs are a simple way of showing how the
speakers compare across quantitative and qualitative
measures. Individual parameters are assessed and shown
as better or worse than the group average.

1] Sensitivity: Sensitivity measures how loud a speaker
will go for a given voltage from the amp. It's scaled to
2.83V at 1m (one watt of power for an eight-ohm load).

| This figure can be misleading, as sensitivity varies
significantly and as lower-impedance speakers extract
more current and hence power from an amplifier than
higher-impedance ones.

2] Bass extension: A speaker's bass is heavily modified
by the room. To replicate ‘real world' conditions, our figure
represents the averaged bass roll-off frequency at -6dB
with reference to the broad midband, measured across the
far field for a stereo pair in a 4.3x2.6x5.5m room.

3] Ease of drive: The lower the impedance, the more
current it extracts from the driving amp for a given volume.
Lower impedance designs have higher sensitivities,
reducing voltage requirement for given loudness levels.

4] Overall frequency balance: Overall broad frequency
response trends do much to define the character of a
speaker, although true neutrality is the obvious goal.

5] Response smoothness: The small scale smoothness
of a speaker has much to do with the delicacy of the
sound, and its ability to deliver subtle harmonic shading.

OUR BAR GRAPHS: AN EXAMPLE

Better >>»
(=]

<<<asiopn [V




[ Uttimate Group Test | Loudspeakers £900-£1,600

£1 ;499 @ 01359 240687

www.audiophysic.de

AUDIO PHYSIC SPARK 3

This beautiful, compact German floorstander lights our fire

he Spark 3 - or perhaps the New Spark,

because this example is a substantially

revised version of the original - is one of
the less elaborate and costly models in Audio
Physic's extensive range. Yet a pair still costs a
not inconsiderable £1,499, which places it well
up towards the top end of this group.

It's certainly a most attractive-looking
speaker; its unusually slim front combines with
elegantly curved sides and a pronounced
backward tilt to create a classy-looking box
that oozes minimalist discretion. The curved
sides increase the panel stiffness and help
avoid the parallel faces that create standing
waves, while the elegant backward tilt should
significantly aid mid-to-treble time-alignment.

Our samples came in a tasty looking 'light
maple’ real wood veneer, one of five
alternatives available. Four steel outriggers
with plastic trim pieces are screwed into the
bottom surface to extend the stability

HI-FICHOICE
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footprint, and also provide secure spike fixing.
That said, the backward tilt does rather
compromise the overall stability, and it
wouldn't take much of a shove from the front
to push it over.

There are three drive units in total —a 25mm
soft dome tweeter for the treble, plus two
newly developed 150mm main drivers with
cast alloy frames and 95mm doped paper
cones. Though apparently identical, the latter
pair operate in a two-and-a-half-way
configuration, the lower unit just operating
through the bass region, while the upper main
driver covers both bass and midrange
frequencies. Driver output is also
supplemented by a rear port, set somewhat
above the single pair of high class WBT
terminals (bi-termination is an option) that are
mounted on a mechanically decoupled panel.

SOUND QUALITY

Delicate, discreet and beautifully self-effacing,
the Spark 3 doesn't have the most vigorous or
exciting sound around. However, it is a
beautifully smooth and even-handed
performer, one which is notable for its freedom
from boxy colorations.

The overwhelming majority of speakers
possess some degree of 'character’, for good or
ill, which gives the reviewer something to write
about. On this occasion though, the standard
of neutrality is so high, there's little to criticise.
More than most, the Spark 3 seems to
‘disappear’, acoustically speaking, leaving just
the music spread out between and around the
speakers. Imaging is beautifully precise and
well ordered, with no tendency to ‘hug’ the
speakers. It also delivered good depth
perspectives and a pleasant airy spaciousness
that was particularly effective with naturally
miked classical material.

For such a compact speaker, the bass delivery
is impressively good. No surprise that it doesn't
deliver enormous grip or authority, but there's
enough to bring a decent impression of scale
to the proceedings. And the bass it does
deliver has good agility, delivering good punch
with adequate weight even on an album like
the Chemical Brothers' Push the Button.

Said album, especially the title track, does
tend to sound aggressive, particularly if played
loud, but the Spark 3's slightly laid back
delivery helps remove some of the ‘sting’ from
this recording, which is mostly welcome. At the
same time, however, voices lack a little
coherence, and dynamic expression does seem
a shade softened. HFC

LAB REPORT

One might expect a brand that calls itself Audio
Physic to take the technical side of its products
seriously. The little Spark 3 in no way disappoints,
delivering a beautifully smooth overall in-room
balance with the speakers well clear of walls.

Under far field conditions, the presence zone
(2-4kHz) is slightly depressed, but this is by no
means unusual. The combination of backwards tilt
and 47Hz port tuning together tend to create a
slightly heavy and detached bass, so there's a good
case for moving this speaker a little further out into
the room than our normal 1.1m (measured from the
baffle), if that is domestically acceptable.

Sensitivity is a generous 90dB, and this is only
mildly compromised by a load which stays above
5 ohms throughout. Though generally smooth, a
slight perturbation in the impedance trace at
around 150Hz is probably due to an enclosure
resonance - possibly the vertical standing wave.

HOW IT COMPARES |

Better >>>

<<< asIopm

1] Sensitivity >> +20%

2] Bass extension > -10%

3] Ease of drive »> 0%

4] Overall frequency balance >> +30%

5] Response smoothness >> +20%

| SPECIFICATIONS

Measurement

Sensitivity @ 1m/2.83V 90dB
Impedance (nominal/minimum) 7/5 ohms
Estimated bass extension (-6dB) 30Hz

This backward-leaning

SOUND >> 88%
EEEE floorstander is neither fast
o nor particularly dynamic,

PRACTICALITY >>86% | but the understated sound

mEEEET is beautifully balanced,
i especially through the

BUILD >> 90% midband, and has

([ -/ | | surprising bass weight.

VALUE >> 87%
(T |

HI-H
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Loudspeakers £900-£1,600 |Ultimate Group Test |

£1 ,600 @ 01903 221500

B&W 8055

www.bwspeakers.com

Gorgeous entry-level speaker from B&W's latest flagship range

eviewed in considerably greater length

and detail in HFC 266, it seemed

worthwhile to subject this classy
standmount to the rather more rigorous
examination that an Ultimate Group Test
involves. In outline, this is a compact two-way
standmount, but since B&W is the leading
brand in hi-fi loudspeakers worldwide with
extensive research facilities, and since the
800 Series is its top range, this £1,600 per pair
805S baby uses some very classy ingredients.

It looks very like its Nautilus 805 and
Signature 805 predecessors, and certainly the
configuration is the same as previous models.
Minor changes involve the grille, the top
surface, the location of the tweeter, and the
centre of the main drive unit cone. Looks can
be deceptive though, as the company claims
that the vast majority of the components have
been developed and changed.

The top D-suffixed models among the new
800s feature costly diamond tweeter
diaphragms, but the S-suffix on this model
refers to a more conventional 25mm
aluminium dome tweeter. However, a new
surround has lowered its fundamental
resonance, allowing a simpler crossover filter
with a more gentle slope. This tweeter is
mounted externally, and loaded by a tapered
tube that acts as a transmission line to absorb
(rather than reflect) the rearward output.

Its curved enclosure cabinetwork avoids
parallel sides, and is exceptionally rigid. The
sides and back are formed
from a single piece of
veneered plywood, and

BEST BUY
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the whole is further strengthened by an
internal ‘honeycomb’ matrix that braces the
box at many points and in every direction. A
total volume of around 11 litres is loaded by
one of B&W's distinctive 'Flowports'.

The bass and midrange is supplied by the
latest and most refined incarnation of its
165mm cast-frame main driver, equipped with
a 120mm woven Kevlar/polymer cone. The
magnetic motor features the latest 'balanced
drive’ metalwork, and a large ‘bullet-shaped’
phase compensating dust dome covers the
voice coil. Twin terminal pairs permit bi-wired
or bi-amped operation.

SOUND QUALITY

This standmount is the smallest - and the
most costly — model in our group, and these
factors are reflected in the sound quality of the
speaker. The inevitably small size of a
standmount — especially one, like the 8055,
that's aligned for free space siting — is bound
to restrict the absolute bass extension
somewhat, compared to larger floorstanders
and that, indeed, is the case.

The plus side is that this model is part of a
top-of-the-line range, is therefore built using
the very finest ingredients. This translates
directly into a sound quality that is unusually
subtle and sweet, with a notably wide dynamic
range. The shaping and matrix stiffening
clearly contribute to a remarkable freedom
from boxiness, which is comfortably better
than the standards achieved by floorstanders,
and contributes to the fine image precision

and out-of-the box airiness.
The slight lack of bass weight
is certainly audible, but it isn't
that great a handicap, and a
major strength is its accuracy,
coherence and dynamic range
through the upper bass and
lower midband. The upper mid
and presence might be a little
too laid back for some tastes,
but it doesn't seem to hamper
intelligibility unduly, and does
help avoid aggressive
tendencies, even with poorly
recorded material. The
spacious imaging and freedom
from heaviness and thickening
effects brings a lightness of
touch that is utterly delightful,
while at the same time the
sound is notably free from any
unpleasant effects. HFC

LAB REPORT

Our latest samples of the 805S recorded essentially
the same results as the examples we tested earlier
in the year, which is encouraging from the point of
view of production consistency.

The 805S has a different bass alignment from its
Nautilus and Signature 805 predecessors,
sacrificing some ultimate bass extension to achieve
a freesspace alignment that will minimise midband
coloration. That said, it still delivers decent bass
down to 40Hz.

The overall farfield in-room balance is a little
mid-forward, and could have been smoother. The
top end above 800Hz rolls off very gently and quite |
smoothly, albeit with a slight presence notch
centred on 3kHz, around the crossover point.

The impedance stays respectable throughout,
recording an average above 8 ohms, with minima of
around 5 ohms. Sensitivity is a healthy 88-89dB,
and current demands should not be excessive.

HOW IT COMPAR

Better >>>
[w]

<<<asioy  [v]

1] Sensitivity >> +10%
2] Bass extension »> -30%
| 3] Ease of drive >> 0%
4] Overall frequency balance >> +10%
5] Response smoothness »> -10%

SPECIFICATIONS

Measurement

Sensitivity @ Tm/iﬁV ‘ I 89dB

Impedance (nominal/minimum) | 8/3.7 ohms ‘ 7/4.5 ohms

Estimated bass extension (-6dB)

SOUND >> 91% It could sound smoother
[ | | and bassis limited, but this |
| classy speaker shows the |

PRACTICALITY >> 88%)| benefits of a high-quality
E standmount with excellent

coherence, wide dynamic
range, fine imaging and
freedom from boxiness.

BUILD >> 93%

EEEEE
|

VALUE >> 86%
(T T | |

OVERALL SCORE
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JAS Audio

where beauty and sound reside
in total harmony with one another

JAS Audio Speakers

Combining exceptional workmanship and the
highest quality components, JAS Audio brings to the
world the 2-way speaker Orsa and Orior designed

to deliver precise acoustic and vocal as well as rich
tonal balance. The deep soundstage and extended
frequency response are excellent for the enjoyment
of HDCD and SACD.

Every model is handcrafted with quality and details
that are seldom found in speakers at any price. For
instance, inside the cabinet, pure natural wool is
used for efficient damping/tonal signature and top
grade heavy gauge silver interconnecting wire is
used for signal fidelity. The authentic wood veneer
and 14 coats of piano lacquer finish simply gives a
JAS speaker the elegant look to match its exquisite
timbre.

(www.jas-audio.com)

Most of all, its price/performance ratio is without peer
hence our no risk 30-day money back guarantee. Call
us today to arrange a no-risk audition.

This 2-way speaker has a distinct twin cabinet
design. This vertically vented speaker has venting
ports between the upper and lower cabinets,
which produces a 360 degree sound field that
give rise to excellent 3-D soundstage.

Description 2 way vented, twin cabinet,
2 units
Frequency Response 40 Hz - 60 kHz
Dynamic Range 10W-200W
Impedance 80
Nominal Power 150W
Sensitivity 88dB
Drive Units 5”twin ribbon tweeter
6" DPC cone midrange/bass
2400Hz
W23xH42xD 34
11kg/pc
variety of 14 coat piano
lacquer finishes

Crossover Frequency
Dimensions (cm)
Weight

Finishes

Orior (£2,299.00) - top right

Smooth, precise and powerful! Never has a 2-way
speaker sounded so big and with such details in
its sonic reproduction. The quick and agile bass
region goes below 30Hz, easily outshining many
large floor standing speakers at any price range.

Description | 2wayvented,2units

 Frequency Response | 29 Hz - 60 kHz
DynamicRange | 10W-200W
Impedance 8Q

Nominal Power 130W
| 88dB

5"twin ribbon tweeter
| 7" ceramic cone midrange/bass
2200Hz
W24.5xH39.5xD35.5
| l4kg/pc
variety of 14 coat piano
lacquer finishes

Drive Units

Frequency

Distribution

ALL PRODUCTS COME WITH

A NO RISK 30-DAY MONEY
BACK OPTION*

*(CONDITIONS APPLY)

Dealer enquires very welcome

21 -22

Cadham Centre
Glenrothes

KY7 6RU

tel: 01592 744 779
fax: 01592 744 710

info@shadowdistribution.co.uk
www.shadowdistribution.co.uk




Loudspeakers £900-£1,600 [Ultimate Group Test |

£995 @ 07785 558238 & www.monopulse.co.uk

MONOPULSE 42A

Unusual in every respect, does MonoPulse challenge stereotypes?

relatively new name on the scene,

MonoPulse loudspeakers were conceived

and created by hi-fi enthusiast Allan
Hendry, who spent much of his professional
life working on pulsed, phased-array radar
systems. That experience made him particularly
conscious of the importance of phase
relationships, and he's subsequently applied
that know-how to the integration of bass/mid
driver and tweeter through the crossover
region. The result was the creation of a range
of MonoPulse loudspeakers.

We reviewed the first of these, the
MonoPulse 32, in HFC 245 two years ago, and
with very positive results. So this time we're
checking out the top-of-the-line 42A/AB, a
radically styled 40-litre two-way floorstander
that comes in a wide range of colours and
finishes. The base version tested here uses a
steel wrap and costs £995 per pair, while a
luxury 42AB model costing £1,395 replaces
the steel with a carbon fibre composite. These
two versions are said to be sonically identical.

The styling is certainly very original and
striking. The thick and wide wrap, in whatever

material, forms a tall inverted-U, covering the
sides and top, and is firmly bolted onto the
outside of a wood-composite enclosure that's
wide enough to accommodate the relatively
large 210mm paper-cone bass/mid driver.

A reflex port is fitted into the base of the
enclosure, firing downwards and held about
five centimetres off the floor by some very well
founded and purposeful spikes. The enclosure
is roughly the same depth as its width, so the
footprint is quite modest, but the hefty 28kg
weight of the steel version seems to confer
good physical stability (The 42AB version is
some 10kg lighter).

As part of the time alignment, the two
drivers are mounted on separate baffles, so the
bass/mid driver fixing is nearer listeners than
the 25mm soft dome tweeter. This also
provides some mechanical and acoustic
isolation between the drivers. The two separate
grille cloths are available in a variety of colours,
the larger, lower one adorned with an offset
metal strip that seems to be purely decorative.
Connection is made via twin terminal pairs,
allowing for bi-wiring or bi-amping.

SOUND QUALITY

MonoPulse refers to a concept it calls ‘transient
synchronism’ as the key ingredient that
distinguishes its loudspeakers from its rivals.
And as soon as the speakers were connected
up, it was immediately obvious that they offer
something very special in the way the leading
edges of voices and musical instruments are
defined. As a direct consequence, music is
delivered with a dynamic vividness, integrity
and sheer excitement.

‘The shock of the real" is perhaps an
overworked phrase, but it's the one that came
immediately to mind here. This speaker falls
somewhat short of its peers in terms of tonal
neutrality and overall smoothness, both of
which leave some room for improvement.
Direct comparison with other speakers reveals
some midband forwardness alongside a treble
that's altogether too restrained, and there is a
touch of ‘shout’ and nasality about the way it
handles speech.

The lack of top end does somewhat hamper
low-level speech intelligibility, but the
extraordinarily fine midband coherence
provides more than fair compensation. The
outstanding transient integrity and freedom
from time-smear bring great dynamic
expression, giving thoroughly enjoyable results,
when used with a low power valve amplifier or
smooth, Class A transistor design. HFC

LAB REPORT |

The 42A delivers a thoroughly impressive
combination of high sensitivity (92dB), good bass
extension (-6dB @ 28Hz in-room) and an
easy-to-drive impedance that stays above 7 ohms
throughout. However, if that's the good news,
there's also a down side in the overall tonal
balance, which is rather too strong through the
upper midband (500Hz-2kHz), and altogether too
weak in the treble, especially around 6kHz, where
there's a dip nearly 10dB below the upper mid level.
Note that the crossover here occurs at a relatively
high 4kHz - unusually high for a 210mm main
driver — while the impedance trace reveals an
obvious resonance at 190Hz.

The bass decade is smoother and more even than
most when the speakers are sited well clear of
walls, but it's also a little lightweight, averaging
some 5dB below that strong upper mid. This means
it's worth trying out positions closer to the wall.

HOW IT COMPARES |

Better >>>

<<<asiom [v]

1] Sensitivity >> +30%

2] Bass extension > -10%

3] Ease of drive >> +40%

4] Overall frequency balance »> -30%
| 5] Response smoothness >> -30%

SPECIFICATIONS

Measurement

Actual

Sensitivity @ 1m/283V. | | 928

Impedance (nominal/minimum) 8/7 ohms
Estimated bass extension (—ErdB)j 28Hz

A speaker that looks and
‘ x| sounds very different from
— = —| the norm. Midband
PRACTICALITY >> 88%| time-coherence is quite
([ [ | | magnificent, though it's
L R | also rather forward and the
BUILD >> 85% treble is too restrained. A

[ [l | | fine match forvalve amps.
VALUE >> 85% "”:'
[EENENEN N S N OvERALL SCORE
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High End High Fidelity handcrafted in France since 1987 | www.micromega-hifi.com

[THCTONMEGH

affordable, no-compromise, high-end products

‘“ award-winning, state-of-
the-art products with our
30-day no risk money back
guarantee* % «conditions apply

A Brief Introduction

Since 1987 Micromega have designed digital sources /
analogue components which represent the perfect balance
between advanced technology and sound reproduction.

Combining revolutionary
aesthetics and musical
quality at the highest
level, they have an ease
of use and a reliability
other manufacturers can
only dream of. Micromega
products are the most
faithful spokesman of

musical reproduction. For
all those reasons, Micromega belongs to the creators who
knew how to change the world of high fidelity by decisive
innovations.

* all amplifiers now come with high grade WBT

* FREE Interconnect worth £80

* FREE IsoTek Premium |.5m mains cable worth £50

* FREE Delivery

* FREE 3 year parts and labour warranty

* 80/20 deferred payment plan - 80% now and then
20% in 2 months from purchase date

Buy online at www.micromega.co.uk

Micromega 2005 Range

wrrcarrac . m
- -

Minium A60 - £399

2x60WV Integrated Amplifier.
PHONO MM Input, 6 LINE inputs,
Tape monitor loop and AVP input.
Headphone jack. Micromega Dot
matrix display.

Minium A80 - £659

2x80W Integrated Amplifier.
PHONO MM Input, 6 LINE inputs,
Tape monitor loop and AVP input.
Headphone jack. Micromega Dot
matrix display,

Minium A 120 - £899

2x120WV Integrated Amplifier.
PHONO MM Input, 6 LINE inputs, |
Multichannel input, Tape Loop, AVP
input. Headphone jack . Micromega
Dot matrix display, Toroidal
transformer, Optional RC handset.

.
o 5

Minium CD - £399

High End CD player designed for
the best price to performance ratio.
24 bits AD 1852 D/A converter.
VAM1202 Philips drive mechanism.
R-Core supply.

Minium CDSE - £599

High End CD player designed for
the best price to performance ratio.
24 bits AD 1852 D/A converter.
VAM1202 Philips drive mechanism.
R-Core supply.

: i m
ormcrmess -
—

Minium CD132 - £699

CD player designed for the best sonic
result. Burr Brown SRC4192 sample
rate converter,AD 1853 24 bits DAC,
very low jitter master clock.

_ .o mmm

Minium Pre - £699

High-end Pre-amplifier. MM and

MC Phono stage. 6 LINE inputs, |
multi-channel input, 6 LINE outputs
Headphone jack. Dot matrix display.

Minium AVP Processor - £899
Dolby Digital, ProLogic Il and DTS
multi-channel processor. AVP

is fitted with 3x60WV of power
amplification for Centre and
Surround speakers.

Minium S120 - £829

2x120W Power Amplifier using
the same successful technology as
in A120.600VA specific toroidal
transformer. Low heat dissipation.

Minium T 120 - £899

3x120W Power Amplifier using
the same technology as Al 20.

This guarantees an excellent
homogeneity between the different
units of the system.

L -
e - « obo0e
-

Minium DVD Player - £699
High-end DVD player designed for
the best audio and video result.
Multi-channel audio outputs Dolby,
DTS. Progressive Video PAL - NTSC.

Minium DVDSE Player - £849
High-end multi-format player
designed for the best DVD, DVD-A,
SACD and CD results. Multi-
channel audio outputs Dolby, DTS.
Progressive Video PAL - NTSC.

Reference DVD - £2790

High-end DVD player, designed

Reference SACD - £2790
High-end SACD player for the best

_ o mmm

Minium FM - £349
FM Tuner with RDS function for

a clear indication of the stations
names. Two input sensitivities :
Cable/Antenna. 50 Presets.

to obtain the best audio and
video result. 7 video outputs,
PAL and NTSC progressive
video, Perfectly fluid picture.
DIGITAL NATURAL MOTION.

result on all new formats. Dolby
Digital and DTS digital outputs,
SACD, DOLBY and DTS multi-
channel outputs. Low noise linear
power supply.

Distribution

01592 744 779
www.shadowdistribution.co.uk

info@micromega.co.uk

www.micromega.co.uk




Loudspeakers £900-£1,600 |Ultimate Group Test |

£1 ,498 @ 01702 333071 4 www.rega.co.uk

REGA R7

Rega packs plenty of innovative engineering into this slim design

ega has matured into one of Britain's

longest-established and best-regarded

hi-fi brands, and if the company is still
best known for its redoubtable turntables, the
electronics and speakers have also been very
well received in the marketplace.

That particularly applies to the relatively new
R-series loudspeakers. Three of the five models
have undergone Hi-fi Choice scrutiny over the
past year or so, with very impressive results.
One notable exception is this £1,498 R7, which
features much of the engineering we found in
the ‘flagship’ R9, yet sells for £1,000 less.

Finished in high-quality real wood veneer, the
front view of this stylish speaker is
exceptionally slim, with sections of the front
edges scalloped away. By way of
compensation, it's also unusually deep.

Fore 'n" aft stability is therefore excellent, while
neat cast alloy outriggers improve the lateral
stability and also provide genuinely secure
spike fixing.

The three drive units are configured as a
two-and-a-half-way, the bass-only driver
operating alongside the bass/mid driver,

BEST BUY
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which then hands over to the tweeter at
around 3kHz. To keep the front slim, the
165mm bass driver is mounted on the side,
and the speaker pair is mirror imaged, so you
can choose to point them in or outwards. This
bass driver has a high-inductance voice coil,
avoiding any need for crossover components,
and is loaded by a folded quarter-wave
transmission line, which exits next to the driver.

The small bass/mid driver has a 130mm
frame and 90mm paper cone, and is loaded by
a sealed section at the top of the enclosure,
just above the 19mm soft dome tweeter. A
decorative black Perspex panel covers up the
front driver mounting hardware, while on the
rear, you'll find twin terminals fitted. These are
conveniently close to the floor, feeding
separate crossover boards sited in the voids
outside the shaped transmission line.

SOUND QUALITY

Measurement suggests the R7 might be best
sited in free space, but in practice a little extra
bass reinforcement was felt preferable, and the
speakers were placed with their backs 50cm
from the wall, and with the bass drivers
directed inwards.

Under these conditions, the speakers
delivered a beautifully smooth and
well-balanced sound, albeit with an overall
character that is significantly brighter than the
norm. This ensures plenty of subtle fine detail
is clearly audible, but it is better suited to
clean, high-quality recordings than the
aggressive, edgy material that is all too
common — the Chemical Brothers' Push the
Button wasn't too pleasant when played loud,
whereas Laurie Anderson's Life on a String
sounded beautifully sweet and open.

The broad midband is a shade understated
here, though beautifully smooth, unusually
open, and free from any obvious colorations.
Speech sounds just a little understated
perhaps, but the extra top end detail helps
maintain good intelligibility even when playing
the system very quietly, and boxiness is under
pretty good control.

Bass is particularly impressive. Though not
unduly massive, it shows great dexterity and
agility with unusually good discrimination of
tonal colours, ensuring an exceptional ability
to communicate the key musical information,
free from unwanted thickening or resonance.
At the time of writing, Rega is struggling to
meet demand for this attractive and sonically
impressive loudspeaker — they say that good
things are worth waiting for. HFC

LAB REPORT

|

| Inwards or outwards? Our in-room measurements

} clearly favour directing the bass drivers inwards.
Bass output is a little dry when the speakers are ‘
sited in free space, but can become too strong and
also a little detached if the speakers are too close to
a wall - experiment in situ for best results.

From 500Hz upwards, the balance is unusually
and exceptionally smooth and flat - though ‘flat’ is
neither the norm nor necessarily the ideal. There's
no trace of the usual presence/ crossover ‘dip' here,
which is no bad thing, though the upper mid and |
treble are a little restrained.

The upper treble (9-12kHz) is 2-3dB stronger.
Lower down, there's also a rather obvious peak
centred on 300Hz.

Sensitivity is around 88dB, bass extension is
pretty solid down to 24Hz (in-room), while the
impedance seen by the amplifier looks relatively
easy, never falling below four ohms.

HOW IT COMPARES |

Better >>>

<<< asiom

| 11 Sensitivity >> -10%

| 2] Bass extension »> +10%

| 3] Ease of drive > 0%

|

| 4] Overall frequency balance »> +20%

5] Response smoothness > +30%

SPECIFICATIONS

Measurement |  Rated ‘ Actual

Sensitivity @ 1m/2.83V 89dB 88dB

Impedance (nominal/minimum) |  6/- ohms 6/4.5 ohms

Estimated bass extension (-6dB) = 24Hz

SOUND >> 90% Super-slim floorstander has
| | asuper-smooth sound. The
. | bass is agile and informative
PRACTICALITY >> 84%  and the top-end is brighter
[T T/ | | | thanaverage, giving plenty
L | offine detail, though it can
BUILD >> 89% | also sound a little exposed

[T T I/ | | with some recordings.
HIFH

| VALUE >> 90%
OVERALL SCORE

(T T
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Cadham Centre
Glenrothes
KY7 6RU

tel: 01592 744 779
fax: 01592 744 710

info@shadowdistribution.co.uk
www.shadowdistribution.co.uk

ERN ELECTRIC

www.easternelectric.co.uk

Shadow Distribution
prove that great things
can indeed come in

' : '
Distribution small boxes!

they say,is history.....and the
4 for themselves. A range of

If you are using a solid-
state amp now and
wonder why your music
experience doesn’t draw
you in or doesn’t have the
tone characteristic of a
live concert, what you're
likely missing is the
pleasurable warmth that
only tubes provide.

Engineered for years
of satisfaction with
meticulous attention
to detail, Alex Yeung
has selected the
highest quality parts
and transformers made
especially for his
statement design of the
Eastern Electric M520
integrated amp.

With the design of the
M520 we believe we
have taken this circuit to
reveal the absolute best
musicality you will find.

What are you waiting for?

Experience what extended
frequencies really are.

From deep bass notes that

delineate the bottom end of
a great bass line to the crisp
strike of a cymbal to the soft

brush strokes on a snare skin.

Many different combinations
of capacitors and resistors
were auditioned until

we found the exact
mixture of capacitors from
Europe and the highest
quality audiophile grade
components which sets

the MiniMax apart from all
other preamplifiers in sheer
musical enjoyment.

Letting the music touch
your heart and soul. Peace
of mind knowing you never
have to worry again about,
is there another product

out there that can bring me
closer to the music? We
don't believe there is and
will put our MiniMax up
against any challengers.

This phono stage is redefining
the term “State Of The Art”.

Even in the calm of the
evening spinning your
favourite artist on vinyl, the
MiniMax will have your
feet tapping like no other
phono stage you have
ever heard. Dynamic yet
sweet with clarity focusing
on the musicians playing
in the soundstage of the
performance.

Only the highest quality
electrical parts were matched
and selected for use in its
solid construction. Hand-
assembled by hiFth trained,
experienced builders and is
sure to bring years of listening
enjoyment.
The MiniMax Phono Stage is
a sophisticated all tube high
end phono stage equipped
with the highest quality
permalloy core MC step-up
transformers. With 57dB of
ain, it évill dr;\ie the most
anding of low output MC
cartridges \%ith ease.

8 watts of high current
delivery that will easily drive
most real world speakers of
89db and upwards.

Sit back in your sweet spot
and let the music take to
?lwe urf;((:)hartered watim that
low from your ers into
the ears of yoursrgfr?d. This
amplifier floats the boat to
the sea of aural pleasures that
most drown in while trying
to wade in its tide.

Carefully selected
components housed inside
are second to none. Each
unit is burned in for 48 hours
to assure quality control
before it even leaves the
assembly plant.

The MiniMax extols the

recorded performance

as it was meant to be

heard. Singling out each

instrument in its space and

note}: duration olf iz tone and
itch. settle for anythin

r()ess? A\f{f\;hréable High—Ez:tc}i1 :

was our goal with customer

satisfaction being its priority.

Dealer enquiries are very welcome.
Please call or email for an information pack containing further details.

Owr latest creation in
bringing the digital domain
to the Reference standard
that Audiophiles demand.
This player will make you
forﬁet about your viny!
collection, or at least give
you the alternative to choose
without sacrificing what you
love from your vinyl (analog)
rig.

Have you been disillusioned
with “Perfect Sound Forever”
with your CD's? Our Tube
CD Player will have you
thinking maybe they were
correct. No, we diﬁ%’t roll
off those shrill grainy high

" frequencies that other players

exhibit, we engineered a
way to successfully represent
these extended frequencies.

Its essence is simplicity

and attention to detail. The
MiniMax CD player is the
product of a company that
firmly believes in the adage,
less is more.
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£1 ;395 @ 01753 652669 & www.triangle-frcom

TRIANGLE CELIUS ES

Can the Celius ES justify its price premium over the Antal ES?

riangle is a distinctive and individualistic

French brand that has enjoyed

considerable success in recent Hi-Fi
Choice reviews. However, among the
company's budget range, the most costly
Celius variants seem to carry a hefty price
premium over the very similar Antals. With just
a modest increase in the size of enclosure and
drive units, how come the £1,395 per pair
Celius ES costs £420 more than the Antal ES?
The main justification is that the senior model
has real wood rather than vinyl woodprint
finish, but that still seems a hefty premium.

Even with wood veneered finish, it's not the

prettiest of speakers, with a convex black
painted front panel, surrounded and backed by
rather prosaic veneers in Bordeaux,
Champagne and Cognac colours. An elaborate
damped metal plinth provides a combination
of stability and tripod spike-coupling, the latter
centred on a large central pointed cone that
specifically grounds the front panel.

A full three-way design, the Celius ES
combines a pair of port-loaded 165mm bass
drivers, each with 120mm doped paper cones,
operating in tandem up to 300Hz. A rather
different 165mm midrange unit covers the
frequency range from 300Hz to 3kHz, and
then hands over to a new tweeter with a
substantial cast alloy horn. Horn loading acts
on sound in rather the same way that a lens
operates on light. Among other things it
increases perceived sensitivity and headroom,
but Triangle's main justification is that
matching its mouth diameter more closely to
the midrange cone gives a smoother energy
transfer through the crossover zone.

All the frame drivers are Triangle's own, using
cast alloy chassis’ and paper cone diaphragms
throughout. Whereas the two bass drivers have
normal synthetic rubber surrounds, the
midrange driver has a pleated, damped cloth
surround - a technique favoured because it
has lower energy storage than rubber. The rear
panel carries twin terminal pairs, and a flared
front port reflex-loads the bass enclosure.

SOUND QUALITY

One might have expected that such a large,
multi-driver three way would need to be kept
well clear of walls, but in fact such siting led to
a rather thickened sound with little bass
authority. Moving the speaker closer to the
wall, so that the front panel is about 50cm out,
seemed to get the tonal balance just about
right, delivering an impressively even,
wideband sound with ample low bass, and
vigorous dynamic expression.

Although the Celius ES was undeniably
effective at delivering plenty of detail with
some authority, the sounds it creates also lack
sweetness. There's a matter-of-fact quality
about this speaker that is unquestionably
informative, but which is not particularly
inviting at the same time. There's also a
certain amount of midband coloration,
adding a pinched quality with some nasality
to voices, and there's a degree of hardness at
the top end, too.

The mid and treble drivers here sit quite high
off the ground, adding to the overall
impression of scale, and helping to supply
precise imaging. But there's also a slight
impression of detachment between the bass
end and the rest here, rather in the manner of
sub/sat systems. The net result is that the
overall sound lacks a little of the top-to-bottom
coherence that simpler speaker systems seem
to achieve. HFC

LAB REPORT

Lots of drivers usually means the speaker will be
possessed of good sensitivity, but this is alongside a
necessarily current-hungry amplifier load, and the
Celius ES is no exception. Sensitivity is 91-92dB
here, but that generous figure is compromised by an
impedance that dips down below 4 ohms at 120Hz
and 850Hz.

In free space, the bass region (below 80Hz) is a
little shy, and best results were found with the back
of the speaker around 30cm from the wall. This
gave a very good in-room balance; just a shade
strong below 100Hz, and a little lean through the
upper bass (100-250Hz).

The broad mid and treble are smooth, flat and
very well ordered, with just a modest 2dB
downward step 1.5-2kHz. As with other Triangles
that use the same horn loaded tweeter, there's a
pronounced (+4dB) peak at the edge of audibility,
centred on 16kHz.

HOW IT COMPARES |

Better >>>

<<< asiom

1] Sensitivity >> +25% ‘
| 2] Bass extension »> +30%

3] Ease of drive > -10% ‘
| 4] Overall frequency balance »> +15% |

| 5] Response smoothness >> +20%

SPECIFICATIONS

Measurement J Rated | Actual
Sensitivity @ Tm/2.83V 92dB 91dB

Impedance (nominal/minimum) | 8/4 ohms | 4/3.3 ohms

Estimated bass extension (-6dB) 45Hz 20Hz

SOUND >> 83% This tall, floorstanding

(T ] | three-way delivers a well
| balanced, wide-bandwidth

PRACTICALITY >> 79%  sound with fine neutrality

I 1] | and good dynamics, but

— | there's also some hardness

here, and overall coherence

| could be improved.

BUILD >> 83%

EEEEE BN
VALUE >> 80%
(T ]

HEFICHDICE ¢
OVERALL SCORE &
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ART Audio Border Patrol IsoTek Ortofon TacT Audio

ART Loudspeakers ~ Custom Design JAS Audio Pathos Triangle

Audio Analogue Croft Living Voice Project Trichord

Aurum Cantus Eastern Electric Lumley QED Townshend Audio
Audio Physic GamuT Mclintosh Ref 3a Unison Research

Audionet Goldring Micromega Resolution Wadia

AVI Graaf Musical Fidelity Roksan Whest

Bel Canto Hovland Musical First Shanling Wilson Benesch
Black Rhodium Hyf)erion Opera Soundstyle Vertex AQ

Blue Note Isol-8 Origin Live Stello and many more.

We are so confident that you will love the
Hyperion 938 Loudspeakers, we even give
you our peace of mind, unique 30-day
money back guarantee*

When a product wins this many A duo-cabinet design has been created
awards in a single year, you know to for this full-range 3-way speaker. With
expect something pretty special! a dedicated cabinet for the bass, two

8” S.V.F. woofers are used instead of
a larger size woofer for truly amazing
bass speed, resolution, coherence
and impact. The New HPS-938 is
your answer to a new level of audio
The beautiful piano high gloss finish experience.

and attention to detail can hardly
fail to impress but its the noise this
speaker makes that will leave most
speechless. Listen to other speakers
and in most cases you'll find one
aspect, one area that you wish you

No matter what your expectations
are, nothing will prepare you for your
first encounter with the Hyperion 938
loudspeaker.

The piano high gloss black version sells
for £3,750 and birds-eye maple version
for £4,500. Reviewers/customers are
comparing the Hyperion 938 to speakers
costing three or four times the price.

could change to create that perfect This high-efficency loudspeaker (90db)
loudspeaker. Listen to the Hyperion can be driven by both valve and solid-
938 and the first thing you'll ears state amplifiers with ease. Contact

will tell you is just how balanced Shadow Audio for more information
the 938 is. You really cannot fault its and to arrange an audition of these next
performance in any area. generation loudspeakers!

*conditions apply

For the best free advice and 30-day money back guarantee* on IsoTek
mains conditioning products...

IsoTek Special Offers

Gill Solus 2
On the following IsoTek mains filtration i
systems: iw‘ - i 3
NOVA (new) £1495 s ® 5 Titan
Titan (new) £1425 % r g} ;-J,
Gll Minisub £495 \,ﬁ
Gll Solus £295 Gill Minisub o

FREE delivery, FREE IsoTek mains cable -
worth £49 and a 30-day money back w

guarantee™.

NEW IsoTek NOVA

(shown on the right)

Following the renowned Titan mains
conditioner, comes the new NOVA.

Similarly styled to the Titan, the NOVA NOVA

is intended primarily for lower power

source components. Like the Titan it has
high current capability (3860 watts). This
makes it suitabﬂo to run complete modestly
sized systems. Each of the six outlets has
individual filtering. Adaptive Gating senses
components power requirements and adjusts

filtering and power to suit. ...Speak tO Shadow AudiO!

*conditions apply

For full details of our extremely comprehensive range of products, our extensive
used listing, links to reviews, technical information and much more, visit www.

shadowaudio.co.uk

Sh;EJ Audio ConsuEants, i |-22 Cadham Céntt;e,m _G;Ienrothes, KY7 6RU, Scotland
tel: 01592 744 779 | fax:01592 744 710 | info@shadowaudio.co.uk | www.shadowaudio.co.uk
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£1 ;500 = 01443 231458 # www.usheraudio.com

USHER COMPASS CP6311

Does this backswept Taiwanese speaker steer the right course?

sher is very well established Taiwanese

company, but a relatively new player on

the world stage. The Compass series —
which includes both this £1,500 per pair 6311
and the larger 6381 reviewed in HFC 270 - is
just one of several ranges it manufactures.
Although significantly smaller and simpler
than its sibling, the similarities are obvious
indeed, most notably in the massive cast-iron
plinth that dramatically increases the footprint
and allows the whole enclosure to be set with
the pronounced backwards tilt characteristic of
the Compasses.

Carton opening brought a couple of surprises.

First was the discovery that our samples had
been finished in a high gloss and slightly
creamy shade of white - silver and black are
the other options. Then, there was the little
rustling sound of sand particles tumbling out
of the packaging, threatening to scratch the
shiny finish and leaving its unwanted calling
card on the parquet floor. Several litres of sand
had been supplied in order to mass-load a
blanked off section at the bottom of the
enclosure. Unfortunately, although properly

separated from the mechanics of the speaker,
this compartment was penetrated by the stand
fixing screw holes, allowing particles from a
previous filling to escape in transit. Sand-filling
might be worthwhile for a permanent
installation, but is less practical in a review
context where speakers have to be shipped
around. Unless you are an audio nomad, prone
to moving every few days, this isn't a big issue.
A hefty speaker, weighing nearly 40kg even
before the 13kg base and any ballast are
added, all the edges are softened by heavy
post-forming. There's internal bracing, and two
external beech panels reinforce the top of each
side. The whole thing sits on large brass
pointed feet, which lack any lock-nut provision.
A two-way design, bass and midrange come
from a 170mm driver with a coarsely textured
125mm paper cone. The 25mm fabric dome
tweeter is mounted so that its top half
protrudes above the top surface, in a little
hardwood nacelle. The rear pariel
accommodates a port and twin terminal pairs.

SOUND QUALITY

It proved very difficult to find the ideal sites for
this pair of speakers in our listening room.
Hefty port output (centred on 40Hz) delivers a
considerable mid-bass thump even with the
speakers sited well clear of walls, yet this is
accompanied by a lack of upper bass punch
and lower mid warmth that's subjectively all
too obvious.

The backward tilt seems to be partly
responsible, as for our usual positioning of the
base (with the front 1.1m out from the wall), it
places driver and port significantly closer to
the wall than usual. Moving the speaker rather
further into the room helped a little, but didn't
solve the problem.

Although a degree of imbalance in a speaker
might be tolerable, it does depend very much
on the circumstances. In this case, irrespective
of any good qualities elsewhere, there seems
no way of avoiding significant distortion of
tonal colours — a 'bleaching out’ of much of
the character of bass instruments like the bass
guitar, a loss of richness on male voices, and a
lack of impact with cellos and pianos.

The mid and top end are pretty well
balanced overall, if a little lacking in
smoothness, so detail is well projected.
Dynamic range seems very good, cabinet
coloration is clearly very well controlled, and
stereo images are well formed and focused, but
none of these positives can really compensate
for the balance anomaly. HFC

LAB REPORT

| Sensitivity only just manages 87dB here, and while

| the impedance is at or above a benign 8 ohms

| through the bass and midrange, it dips to 4 ohms
around the crossover point (3.5kHz). The port

| output here is centred on 40Hz, and a clearly

| resonant glitch (probably an enclosure standing
wave) is seen at 160Hz.

| The in-room balance showed a number of

{ potential problems. The port output is too strong in

| relation to the rest, even with the speaker well clear

| of walls. Bringing the speaker further out into the
room helped a little, but not enough. With the feet

| in our usual free space locations, massive output at

| 40-60Hz is then followed by a serious lack around
70-250Hz. Things look a great deal better from
250Hz upwards, with the speaker holding within
very respectable +/-4dB overall limits, though that
does gloss over substantial unevenness, with peaks

{ at 290Hz and 800Hz.

HOW IT COMPARES

Better >>>

<<<asiom [v]

i[ 1] Sensitivity > -20%
| 2] Bass extension >> +10%
3 3] Ease of drive > -25%
4] Overall frequency balance > -50%

5] Response smoothness >> -50%

SPECIFICATIONS
Measurement Rated Actual
Sensitivity @ 1m/2.83V 87dB 87dB

Impedance (nominal/minimum) 8/-ohms 6/4 ohms

Estimated bass extension (-6dB) 34Hz 25Hz

VERDICT B &

| SOUND >> 75%
| (T 1]

An unusual speaker with
some impressive qualities,
b butthe tonal balance is
| PRACTICALITY >> 66%| disappointingly wayward,
\ combining excessive
i N 7,,i mid-bass port output with a
| BUILD >> 87% | lack of energy through the

| (- | upper bass and lower mid.
VALUE >> 68% HIA
[ S I ovERaLL SCORE

september 2005 | Hi-FI CHOICE 77



Uitimate Group Test | Loudspeakers £900-£1,600

CONCLUSIONS

The challenges of design still account for much of the sound quality, even at this price point

his is an interesting and very

varied group of speakers,

amply illustrating the fact
that their designers have had to
make choices between conflicting
requirements, even at these quite
serious prices.

Five of our six are floorstanders,
so to provide interesting contrast
and comparison we've also
included B&W's 8055, the luxury
two-way standmount we covered in
much more detail in HFC 266.
There's plenty of variety in the
widely differing approaches to
styling and finish, though, even
before the obvious difference

between standmount and
floorstander are taken into
account. The B&W and Audio
Physic stand out with their
compact dimensions and
high-class, attractively curved,
real-wood cabinetwork, elegantly
combining tradition and fashion.
The little Audio Physic Spark 3 is
also very unusual in adopting a
pronounced backwards tilt,
although this a trait it shares with
Usher's Compass model. This not
only makes them look distinctive,
but also provides a measure of
physical time alignment between
the drive units. Careful fore 'n’ aft

driver positioning in the interests
of time alignment is also featured
in the B&W, with its external
tweeter, and in the MonoPulse,
which has arguably the most
unusual styling of all with its steel
or carbon fibre wrap. Combine this
with the gloriously coherent
midband, which helps bring a
shocking realism to human voices,
and it's clear the MonoPulse brand
is going places.

Rega scores styling points with a
design that is attractively slim,
thanks to the use of a
side-mounted, transmission line
loaded bass driver. The Triangle is

the most conventional - though
also the most speaker — for the
money in this group, with a cleverly
executed plinth arrangement.

For sheer sonic neutrality and
delicacy, the B&W and Audio
Physic both earn Best Buy honours,
with finely judged tonal balances
that should suit the widest range
of material and ancillaries.

For rather different reasons, the
Rega has a lot going for it, too. The
R7's brightness and bass agility
combine to deliver exceptional
musical detail, while staying on the
right side of brashness. As such, it
also receives a Best Buy. HFC

HINTS AND TIPS

>> Floor-coupling spikes should have >> Moving a speaker from a free space
tight lock-nuts, but don't over-tighten location until it's close to a wall will
these or you'll strip the socket threads. substantially boost the mid-bass.

>> Finding the right place to put the >> Expect speakers to improve steadily
loudspeakers acoustically is very over the first 100 hours or so.
important. Do take the time and trouble >> Use decent speaker cable, if you

to experiment. want your system to perform at its best.

TRY THEM WITH THESE

AMPLIFIERS CD PLAYERS

ARCAM FMJ A32 £1,200 MYRYAD MXC6000 £1,400

A very civilised all-rounder with a A high degree of detail and insight,
revealing and thoroughly musical sound. combined with great 'listenability’.

NAIM CD5X £1,450
Simple player with grip and coherence;
engaging and musically involving.

AUDIO NOTE OTO LINE SE £1,599
Very limited power, but a delightful
example of a single-ended valve amp.

LOUDSPEAKERS AT A GLANCE

MonoPulse Triangle
42A Celius ES

PRICE  £1,499 £995 £1,498 £1,395 £1,500
SOUND [T T T T-Irimm | T ] ([T [
PRACTICALITY [ [ [ [[TImlT | ([T [ | ([T (1 ([Tl ]
BUILD [T T T T | (T 1 [T |
VAWE [TTT IS’ | [ T [ | [ [T [ | [(TTT 7] [T [
OVERALL [T | EEEESE EE

Unusual styling and finish,
but the sound lacks output
through the upper bass
and lower midband.

Super slim floorstander Bulky three-way has fine
delivers superior detail with balance and dynamics but
a bright yet smooth top end lacks some coherence and
and notably agile bass. sounds a liitle hard.

Unusual styling alongside
magnificent midband
coherence, but the balance
is a little wayward and
treble is lacking.

CONCLUSION This beautiful little
floorstander is well
balanced with a delicate,
smooth and slightly
understated sound.

KEY FEATURES

High-class standmount has
superb dynamic range and
very fine coherence,
though deep bass is
inevitably lacking.

SIZE (WxHxD)  15x98x22cm 24x42x35¢cm 26x110x25cm 17x98x35cm 20x112x34cm 35x110x65cm
DRIVER CONFIG  2.5-way 2-way 2-way 2.5-way 3-way 2-way
MAIN DRIVER SIZE(S)  2x150mm 1x165mm 1x210mm 1x130mm, 1x165mm 3x160mm 1x180mm
STAND/ FLOOR?  Floor Stand Floor Floor Floor Floor
CABINET FINISH  Real Wood Real Wood Steel/CFC Real Wood Real Wood Lacquer
BI-WIRE?  Np Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
SENSITIVITY  90db G 89db A 92dB E 88db A 91db E 87db P
EST. BASS EXTENSION  30Hz A 40Hz P 28Hz A 28Hz G 20Hz G 25Hz G
IMPEDANCE (NOM/ MIN) 7/5 ohms A 7/4.5 ohms A 8/7 ohms E 6/4.5 ohms A 4/3.3 ohms P 6/4 ohms A
OVERALL FREQ. BALANCE +30% G +10% A -30% P +20% G +15% A 50% P
RESPONSE SMOOTHNESS +20% G -10% A -30% P +30% G +20% G -50% P
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& ANTHONY GALLO

A C O U S |«

The new Reference 3
with CDT II'"" Tweeter Technology

Anthony Gallo isn't one to follow the crowd, a characteristic he shares
with the people who buy his loudspeakers.

His latest speaker design, the Reference 3, is rewriting the price
versus performance equation. So much so in fact that influential U.S
publication The Absolute Sound have bestowed on it their ultimate
honour - product of the year.

“Gallo’s Reference 3's are rewriting the book on value in high-end

loudspeakers, making accessible a level of performance that might j
previously have been far beyond the reach of most of us.” v/ "‘ﬁ}i‘&
The Absolute Sound i/ E ,‘:;l.‘,

For further information or to locate your nearest
dealer, please visit our website

www.anthonygallo.co.uk

tel. 0870 350 1348

noncontc

adj. an individual who does not comply with conventional norms or socially

Reference 3 - Stainless Steel

suggested price £2400 per pair
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[ Cheque or Credit Card (one year's subscription - 13 issues)
[J UK - £31.65 [] North America and Canada - £52.77
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BENEFIT
Save 36% with this special
low rate of just £31.65!

Get your FREE pair of Sennheiser
HD 465 headphones worth £50
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to your door - no hassle!

Free P&P in the UK!
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} When you subscribe to you don’t just

« geta hefty discount off the normal shop
price — this month you’ll also receive a free pair
of Sennheiser HD 465 headphones worth £50!
This open-back design delivers pin-sharp sound
from 18Hz to beyond 21kHz, yet they weigh just
220g, ensuring your ears’ long-term comfort. As
you'd expect from Sennheiser, these are ‘phones
with real hi-fi credentials, perfect for plugging
yourself into your own private musical universe
at home. And they make a fantastic upgrade
for music on the move too. In short, they could
be the answer to your headphone prayers, but
stocks are limited - so hurry!

For further information:
01494 551551
www.sennheiser.co.uk
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It’s outwardly charming, polite and respectable -
just like your average serial killer

4P G MMM

Ourintegrated home theatre’s groomed titanium electronics and
polished speakers ooze civility. Yet beyond the agreeable exterior
lies the kind of high-calibre audio weaponry typical of high-end
(and high-strung) separates. But thanks to those disarming looks,
you won't suspect a thing —till it’s too late.

Vifa home theatres — Awfully good

Vifa International is distributed in the UK by: Henley Designs Ltd.

Tel.: (0)1235 511166 - www.henleydesigns.co.uk - info@henleydesigns.co.uk

www.vifa.dk
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A gift to music.

Definitive Audio creates a quality of
musical experience that is peerless.
Our service is bespoke, our
philosophy is unique and our
results are celebrated the world
over. We use a selection of the most
artful and ingenious creations,
including the emotionally
persuasive and sublimely beautiful
KSL Kondo amplifiers from Japan.

definitive audio

t: +44 (0) 115 973 3222
e: shout@definitiveaudio.co.uk

KSL-GAKUOH

22 WATT MONO VALVE AMPLIFIERS £48,000 PER PAIR

www.lektropacks.co.uk

700 711911

Stereovox SEI 60011 Reference interconnects Stereovox HDXV Digital interconnect

Chord Signature Digital

Chord Signature interconnects Chord Signature speaker cables

PREMIUM QUALITY AUDIO, VIDEO & PC ACCESSORIES DIRECT

packs

Unit 6, Metro Industrial Centre,
St. Johns Road, Isleworth, Middx. TW7 6N]J.
email: info@lektropacks.com

Free delivery worldwide on all interconnects.
For many more money saving offers and information please visit
www.highendcable.co.uk
or call Dave on 01775 761880




Welcome to the Hi-Fi Choice Bt

Bible - the ultimate guide to the very

high performance hifi and multichannel
gear you can buy. Here, you'll find our favourite
current products listed under easy to use
categories, plus useful information on what to look
for and how to get the most from your componen

Reviewsyoucantrust

Our test results are the most reliable

We employ the most experienced reviewer:

the most stringent techniques to ensure our rati

are the ones you can trust. Al the equipment we rate
most highly is contained within these pages, from C
and vinyl to the latest multichannel disc players.
Whether hi-fi stereo or high performance surround
and vision, these components will take you a step
closer to reality.

How to use this guide

The Hi-Fi Choice Buyer’s Bible is the best way to
make a shortlist of components for your system. Pick
the ones that best suit your taste and budget, then
use our Dealer Classified section to find specialist
outlets where you can audition these components
with your favourite discs.

Products that score more than 80 per cent overall
are automatically featured in the Hi-Fi Choice
Buyer's Bible. Any Best Buy or Editor's Choice
Badges awarded are also displayed.
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BUYER'S BIBLE

CD PLAYERS

Audio disc players for music only

Despite the emergence of

new formats and the

resurgence of an old one
(vinyl), CD is still the king of
formats if you require breadth of
choice. And despite the fact that
other sources will play CDs, if you
want to hear your discs at their
best, there's little substitute for a
dedicated CD player.

It's also the most enduring
format on the market. Despite
high-resolution contenders like
SACD and DVD-Audio, nothing
has been able to undermine this
universally popular format.

CD players work by reading a
stream of 1s and Os off a disc that
spins at a constantly changing
speed (to counteract the
increasing length of ‘groove’). This
bitstream is then digitally
filtered before undergoing
digital-to-analogue conversion in
the DAC (D-to-A convertor).
Thereafter, the signal is filtered

again before being amplified and
sent to the output sockets.

The processes of reading the disc
and converting the data are
sometimes split between a CD
transport and separate DAC in
so-called two-box players. A
popular approach with very
high-end kit, this separates the
electronically noisy elements from
the sensitive analogue stages, but
can introduce timingerrors known
as jitter, therefore one-box players
usually offer best results where
budget is a consideration.

|

| by Sony and Philips. It offers higher

considerably greater bandwidth and improved dynamic range. It also has

the potential for uncompressed

channels, and most new discs take advantage of this. SACD discs are

usually hybrids and will play on

able to appreciate their highest quality or their multichannel capability

| without an SACD-compatible player.
E even DVD-Audio - these are listed in

SACD or Super Audio CD is a relatively new audio-only format introduced

resolution than CD in the form of
surround sound using up to six
normal CD players, but you won't be

Some SACD players also play DVD and
our DVD section.

0&A
WHAT'S ADAC?

A DAC ordigital-to-analogue convertor is a
fundamental part of any CD player and converts
the digits read from the disc into an analogue
music waveform which is amplified to line level.

WHY HAVE SEPARATE TRANSPORTS & DACS?
Discs are read by a transport or disc drive, which
creates radio frequency ‘noise’. Separating the
DAC means the conversion can be done with less
interference.

CANI USE AN OUTBOARD DAC WITH
MY INTEGRATED CD PLAYER?
Yes, if it has a digital output — and most do.

DO | NEED DIGITAL CABLES FORA CD PLAYER?
No. All analogue cables are suitable for
connecting a CD player to an amp. Digital specific
cables with 750hms impedance are useful when
connecting the player to a digital recorder or DAC.

WHAT IS OVERSAMPLING/UPSAMPLING?
Oversampling involves multiplying the sampling
frequency by a whole number, usually between four
and 32, but sometimes higher, and is designed let

the DAC to work in a more linear fashion.
Upsampling is where the data stream is stretched
out by interpolation and is typically used to refer
to large changes in sampling rate such as from
44.1kHz to 192kHz.

CANI PLAY SACDS ON ANORMAL CD PLAYER?
Yes. The vast majority of SACD discs are hybrids,
with a CD layer that all CD players can read.

CANIPLAY DVDS ON A CD PLAYER?
No, the same applies to DVD-As. But you can play
CDs and DVD-As on normal DVD players.

Marantz CD7300 £350

The latest in a long line of highly successful sub-£500 CD players from Marantzis an

absolute beauty. Engaging and sonically refined, there’s little to t
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BEST BUY

ouch it at the price.

BEST BUY

Cyrus CD8x £1,000

The latest diminutive CD spinner from Cyrus is an absolute stormer. Highly detailed and
supremely musical, it's more than a match for many more outwardly exotic machines.
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our favourite [ BEST BUY [EE] EDITOR'S CHOICE

CD PLAYERS

2 o 8 | E| ¢
Audio-only CD and SACD players EER IR R I
BADGE? | PRODUCT £ COMMENTS E -C-? g E E g E E« %
UP T0 £1,000

[]  Arcam DiVA CD73T 400  Refined and articulate, smooth and dynamic — a finely judged balance for budget to mid-price systems 247
[e] Arcam DiVA CD192 850  Beautifully built, well featured player with clear, open and involving sound 264
[7]  CambridgeAudio Azur 640C 250  This elegant little player can hold its own in very elevated company — a budget system will barely do it justice 249
[ Consonance CD120 795  Fine performance in all areas with the possible exception of slight treble harshness 269
[] Cyrus CD8x 1,000 Impressive mix of detail, musicality, analysis and appearance. Even better with the PSX-R power suppy (£400) 270
[ Exposure 2010 S 599  Highly communicative sounds with good bass, though not always the most analytical 264
[ Marantz CD7300 350  Astonishingly capable sub-£500 player with effortless bass, detailed mid and treble and vast soundstages 250
) Naim CD5i 825  As idiosyncratic as ever, but sonically the CD5i is the definitive player at the price 259

Quad 99 CD-P 1,000 Good but not outstanding player that also doubles as a preamp, with digital inputs and volume controls 259
[ Roksan Kandy MKIIID 650  Clean, tidy and expressive player —a more than worthwhile improvement on previous versions 259
[7]  Sony SCD-XA3000ES 800  Arevised and refined version of the SCD-XA333ES that provides almost holographic sound 248

[#] Audio Analogue Maestro 1,650  The new Maestro 192/24 delivers a sound that's slightly rosy yet always musical and thoroughly enjoyable 257

Audia Flight CD One 4,500 Sumptuously built toploader capable of real world dynamics with great recordings. Two digital inputs 269
Ayre CX-7 CD Player 2,950 Superbly built and natural sounding player that will win you over with its range of capabilities and transparency 251
BAT VK-D5SE CD Player 5,495  Superb valve CD player that is smooth and refined but with real guts that doesn’t conform to valve stereotypes 251
] Copland CDA823 1,750 Its ability to resolve micro dynamics and acoustic space is second to none. 267

Hegel CDP2A 1,500 A technically proficient and masterly-sounding player built by people who clearly know what they are doing 252
Krell SACD Standard 4,244 Alandmark SACD player and an excellent CD player at what by Krell standards is a relatively affordable price 251
Lindemann 820 6,999 Stereo SACD playerwith sumptuous build and sound, onboard analogue volume control and multiple digital inputs 262
3| Marantz SA-1151 2,000 Astereo player for audiophiles — lack of DVD and multichannel SACD lead to subtle, highly focussed sound 265

Meridian GO7 1,595 Immaculately conceived and executed player with a softly-spoken voice. Needs careful system matching 259
Meridian 808i Signature 8,250  Stunning CD player with added preamp functions. Versatile and quite delightful 263
] Myryad MXC6000 1,400 A highly listenable player with excellent tonal balance and very fine detail 270
=] Naim CD5x 1,450 A genuinely engaging CD player with remarkable musical grip and coherence 264
Naim CDX2 2,700 Fine quality one-box CD player, but its best feature is upgradeability via outboard XPS supply 238

Orelle CD100evo2 1,299 Relaxed, but strong on refinement and detail. An intelligent choice, particularly strong with acoustic music 259

Primare CD31 1,500 A well made player that may not appeal to timing freaks but does lovely things with large musical forces 270
Resolution Audio Opus 21 2,850 Dynamic, well timed and 3D performance with an analogue volume control and digital input for a second source 244
[]  Shanling CD-T100 1,650 Stunning-looking player that offers various operating modes: in any, sound is clear and assured 270
Wadia 302 3,999 A dynamic and gripping player, with bass to die for and resolution to change your listening habits 253
Wadia 861se 9,999  Stunning player with a full digital preamp and an all-revealing sound that'll keep you up all night 256

SACD COMPATIBLE Plays high-resolution SACD discs in multichannel and/or two-channel mode. ELEC DIGITAL OUTPUT Electrical coaxial output for digital connection to a DAC or digital recorder.
OPT DIGITAL OUTPUT Optical Toslink output for digital connection to a DAC or digital recorder. CD-RW COMPATIBLE Will play CD-RW (rewritable) discs, most CD players can cope with CD-Rs

CD TEXT Will display album and track titles from inserted disc. BAL ANALOGUE OUT Balanced XLR output connections for similarly equipped amplifiers

HEADPHONE SOCKET Quarter inch (6.3mm) headphone jack fitted to the CD player. VARIABLE OUTPUT Player features both fixed level and variable, volume adjustable outputs

BEST BUY

COFLARD Hl-ﬂl&!lu[rl'!CE
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Copland CDA823 £1,750 - Resolution Audio Opus 21 £2,850
This distinguished, yet minimalist Scandinavian CD player combines a real ear for detail This player is king of subtlety. Outwardly, the music sounds dynamic and well-scaled, but
with full-scale dynamics and an effortless musical style. A genuine hi-fi star. it’s the level of inner detail resolved here that is truly outstanding.
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DVD PLAYERS

Disc players for audio and video

88 HI-FI CHOICE

DVD has proved a phenomenal

success in commercial terms and has

virtually extinguished the market for
budget CD players — you can't really beat a
multiformat player when it comes to
features. Early DVD players were not
particularly good CD spinners because of
the enormous amount of RF interference
produced by video circuits, but as this
problem has been identified manufacturers
have begun to tackle it. Nowadays, most
DVD players are competent CD players and
a few are very good - often as not they are
the ones that play DVD-Audio discs as well.

The great advantage of DVD is that it

offers sufficient capacity to hold a feature
length movie or music concert and discrete
multichannel sound on a disc the size of a
CD. In the case of plain DVD-Video discs,
the audio is encoded in either the Dolby
Digital or DTS format, both of which use
"lossy' compression to fit the audio onto the
disc alongside the video data. You can use

i —w
DVD-Audio is a high-resolution format that
offers multichannel, stereo and Dolby Digital

tracks on dedicated DVD-A discs. The discs
can be played on any DVD player, but the
CD-beating high-fidelity sound can only
be appreciated with a DVD-A player.

While offering similar benefits to SACD, it
has the advantage of on-screen display for
information - lyrics,images and so on. To save

a DVD player with your stereo system by
connecting the stereo outputs, though this
won't give the surround sound benefits that
the format specialises in.

ot o s

you having to decide which format to go for, a
few brands are bringing out universal players
to cover SACD and DVD-A, alongside CD and
DVD-Video - a neat and relatively future proof
route into high-resolution multichannel music.
Higher-end models featuring high-bandwidth
compatible digital audio links are now also
appearing, enhancing DVD-A/ SACD sound
when used with similarly equipped amps.

WHICH AUDIO OUTPUTS
GIVE THE BEST QUALITY?
Use the analogue outputs

for CD, DVD-A and SACD,
and the coaxial digital output
for DTS and Dolby Digital
movie soundtracks.

WHICH VIDEO OUTPUTS
GIVE THE BEST QUALITY?
The best connection is
component video closely
followed by RGB Scart, which
is clearly superior to S-video
and the basic composite
video option.

DO | NEED A MULTICHANNEL
AMP TO USE A DVD PLAYER?
Only if you want to hear music
and movie soundtracks in
multichannel surround. DVD
players can be used with stereo
amps and just two speakers to
great effect, but you'll only get
stereo, not surround sound.

DO | NEED PROGRESSIVE
SCAN VIDEO?

It's worthwhile for the very best
picture quality, but make sure
your DVD player and display
device support PAL progressive.

DVD-Audio, SACD and CD.

audio bitstreams.

ANALOGUE AUDIO OUTPUTS: For DIGITAL OUTPUTS: VIDEO CONNECTIONS: Yellow sockets are composite; red,
stereo and multichannel connections,  For Dolby Digital, green and blue sockets are for component which gives best
use these for best results with DTS and PCM results, while the black multipin socket is S-Video, which sits

qualitatively between the two.

SCART
CONNECTIONS:
These are a

gooduality
option for video,
especially ones
that output RGB.
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DVD PLAYERS
Audio/Video disc players $2cc g g
BADGE?  PRODUCT § COMMENTS E % § é 5 E
UP T0 £1,000

(2] Arcam DiVA DV78 700  Imagine almost all of the DV88 Plus at a knock-down price. Top picture and sound performance for the money 254

Cambridge Audio Azur 540D 200  Very respectable and well presented DVD-Audio player at a knockdown price 257
e8] Denon DVD-2910 600 = Denon’s entry-level universal player lives in the shadow of the ‘3910, especially on CD, but is a fine overall model 262
[e£] Denon DVD-3910 900 | Exceptionally well-specified universal player with a performance to match. A true class-leader 260
[5] Pioneer DV-575A 150 A universal player for peanuts! CD ain’t great, but it's decent with DVD and allows you to try DVD-A/SACD at very little cost 261
(] Pioneer DV-668AV 600  HDMI-equipped universal player without i.Link audio output, but still absurdly well equipped and highly capable for the price 252
[] Pioneer DV-868AVi 1,000 State of the art universal player with next-gen digital outputs — HDMI for video and i.Link for high-resolution audio 252
ABOVE £1,000
[ec] Advantage $12.3 9,350 Adaptable ultra-high grade player with built-in preamp functionality that can be extended further. Unusually strong with CD 264
] Arcam FMJ DV29 1,600 An excellent DVD player, very fine with both CD and DVD-Audio music discs and superb in its video role 263

Cyrus DVD8 1,200  An impressive step up from the DVD7+, which includes component video outputs 238
Denon DVD-A1XV 2,500 Sophisticated universal player with state of the art video processing, high class disc replay, especially SACD 266
Linn Unidisk SC 2,995 Groundbreaking universal player with built-in preamplifier, with excellent picture for home cinema and sound for hi-fi 259
[E€] Meridian G98 3,625 Meridian's most widely compatible G-Series DVD player — groundbreaking DVD-Audio replay and a fine CD player too 265
[eg] Meridian 800 10,805 The ultimate in DVD replay, modular construction, buffered ROM drive, upsampling and high-res digital outputs 230
[E] Naim DVD5 2,565 Naim's first DVD player is a real success, notable for its class-leading sound with CD and (optional) multichannel DVD-Audio 263
Primare DVD30 2,000 A universal player for audiophiles —no wideband digital outputs but masterful with music and a good picture too 253
Townshend TA 565 CD 3,000 A universal machine that excels with music and is quite exceptional with good ol’ stereo CD 270
DVD-A COMPATIBLE Plays high-resolution DVD-A discs in two and multichannel modes. SAGD COMPATIBLE Plays high-resolution SACD discs in two and multichannel modes

ELEC DIGITAL OUTPUT Electrical coaxial output for digital connection to a multichannel amplifier or receiver. OPT DIGITAL OUTPUT Optical Toslink output for digital connection to a multichannel amplifier or receiver.

HEADPHONE SOCKET Quarter inch (6.3mm) headphone jack fitted to the DVD player

HI-FICHOICE

magazine

& s

Pioneer DV-575A £150

DVD-Audio and SACD playback at an astonishing price - and very decent DVD-Video too!

BEST BUY

HI-FICHDICE

magazine

e SEam.

Arcam FMJ DV29 £1,600

Arcam’sbest DVD player yet ~ a world-class, HDMI-equipped audio/video feast.

BEST BUY

Denon DVD-3910 £900

New-generation Denon is currently the most complete universal player below £1,000.

Townshend Audio TA 565 CD £3,000

Others may have the edge with video, but sound is extraordinary for a multiformat player.

** A beautiful looking product with a sound to match, one of the most
ear-pleasing ways to unite stereo and multichannel amplification in a
single box. ™ Alan Sircom, Hi-Fi Choice, Summer 05

ey

; ema-X : stereo integrated (450wpc) and 5-channel power amp (130wpc)
tel: 01753 652 669 « info@ukd.co.uk * www.ukd.co.uk * www.pathosacoustics.com

“There is a sense of scale that is almost alpine; an orchestra is pulled
wide of the speaker boxes, and the speakers themselves seem to
have been given a size upgrade. " Alan Sircom. Hi-Fi Choice. Summer 05
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VINYL

Turntables, cartridges and phono stages

Record players or turntables

- offer the digital revolution

" serious competition when it
comes to sound quality. Even a
modest model can turn musical
tricks that most CD players struggle
with. Some call it vinyl warmth, but
in reality it's a lack of digital
hardness that makes the format so
engaging. True, the software
requires a bit more care, but even a
knackered LP is more playable than
a scratched CD.

Record players are made of three,
perhaps four, fundamental parts.
The turntable is the plinth and
platter, usually also containing the
motor and any suspension system.
A tonearm sits on the plinth and
allows the cartridge to trace the
vinyl groove by pivoting or parallel
tracking over the record. The
cartridge contains the means of
turning the mechanical movement
of the groove wall into an
electrical signal.

A fourth element is an amp
dedicated to the delicate job of
amplifying and equalising the
cartridge's insubstantial output.
This is called a phono stage and
can be found in some integrated
amplifiers and preamps, but is
increasingly purchased separately
for use with line-only amps.

BEST BUY

HI-FICHDICE
magazine
*

Pro-Ject

1 Xpression £210

The latest model from Czech turntable
specialist Pro-Ject is remarkable value for
money —an Ortofon OM10 cartridge and
carbon fibre arm are included in the price.

Michell

90 HI-FI CHOICE | september 2005

Tecnodec £767

Adistillation of all the good things from
some of Michell's past masters, all knitted
together beautifully. Understated looks
and a full-bodied sound make this a star.

There are two types of phono
cartridge: moving magnet (MM)
and moving coil (MC), and with a
few exceptions the latter
outperforms the former. But MCs
produce a lower output and require
better-quality amplification to be
heard at their best. As a general
rule, MCs offer a broader
bandwidth, greater dynamics and
more detail, but the better moving
magnets do most things well
enough to distract you from your
CD collection.

Clearaudio

TURNTABLE SET-UP

Setting up a turntable varies from model to model,
but the general principle is to level the platter by
adjusting the suspension or, as with solid platters,
the surface it sits on. Sprung suspensions sometimes
require a bit of fine-tuning to sound their best, but
the principle is to achieve a smooth, pistonic bounce.
Cartridge set-up is even more critical, as the angles
at which the stylus traces the groove affects its tonal
balance and levels of distortion. A good alignment
protractor is essential if you are intending to set up
your own cartridge, as is a degree of patience. In
essence, there are two angles you need to get right:
the tracing angle as the cartridge crosses the record
if you are looking from above, and the vertical
tracking angle (VTA), which is adjusted by raising or
lowering the arm base to bring the arm parallel with

the record surface.

Champion £1,475

Current king of acrylic, the Clearaudio
deck, arm and cartridge combination
turnsin a beautifully well-balanced
delivery, but choose your support wisely.

Avid

Volvere Sequel £3,500

Avid has been one of the mostimpressive
exponents of the vinyl artsin recent years,
and this mid-range deck is a stunning
example of analogue engineering.



our favourite [5] BESTBUY [EC] EDITOR'S CHOICE

TURNTABLES

Record players

Nottingham Analogue Horizon 529

BADGE? | PRODUCT £
[%]  Avid Diva 1,100
Avid Volvere Sequel 3,500
Avid Acutus 6,000
[#]  Clearaudio Champion 1,475
[ Goldring GR2 265
[E]  Michell Gyro SE 1,058
Michell Orbe SE 2,015
[Z]  Michell Tecnodec 767
(&
[%]  Pro-Ject 1 Xpression 210
[%]  Pro-Ject RPM 9 X 1,250
[*]  RegaP2 198
Rega P3/RB300 298
[Z]  Rega P5/RB700 698
[©]  Rega P7/RB700 1,298
Rega P9/RB1000 2,498
[¥]  Roksan Radius 5/Nima 850
Roksan TMS2/Artemiz 7,500
SME Model 10A 3,411
SME Model 20.2A 5,274
T+A G10R/PH-G1OMC 2,550
Townshend Rock Anniversary 8,000

COMMENTS

A solid and powerful sounding deck with fine build, requires a smooth, relaxed cartridge for best results
Heavyweight turntable that will deliver more of what's in a vinyl groove than most of the competition

Extremely capable design with no apparent shortcomings. Don't sell your vinyl 'til you've heard it on this!

Smart, practical and good-sounding, with impressively ‘dead" arm. Isolation recommended

Nicely finished Rega-manufactured deck with RB250 arm and an open, engaging sound quality

New DC motor-equipped Gyro offers great looks and even better sound. Price includes RB300 arm

A superb turntable, able to mix it with the best at virtually any price. Now features new DC motor

Simple and smartly understated, performs above expectations — full-bodied and highly detailed

A fluid midrange and nimble but rich bass are two of the many attributes of this bargain deck (price inc RB250 arm)
Well designed and executed budget deck with an entertaining and revealing sound

Can extract sounds from the vinyl you didn't know were there, and it looks the absolute business!

Updated Planar 2: just as much fun as ever and now even better value as the competition falls away

Updated Planar 3, building on the strengths of the P2 with added subtlety and detail

Combines a great sense of timing with market-leading resolution and a phenomenal tonearm — a hard act to beat
A highly capable player that could hold its own in the most exalted company — a vivid and natural performer
Exceptionally elegant hi-tech player with complex outboard supply, ceramic platter and wonderful RB1000 tonearm
Sophisticated design with accomplished sound quality, excellent imagery and good isolation (acrylic version tested)
Typical Roksan sound, but better: pitch-accurate, lean, detailed and controlled, without the ‘bloat’ of lesser designs
Elegant and extremely capable design, tested here with Series V/309 hybrid arm

Beautifully built, extremely neutral damped and suspended deck with superb sound. Inc V arm

Style meets substance in a highly credible complete package, with integral phono step-up

If you want to get to the meat and bones of the music this is a great tool for the job (price inc. Excalibur arm)

our favourlte [5] BEST BUY [EE] EDITOR'S CHOICE

PHONO CARTRIDGES

MM and MC cartridges

BADGE? | PRODUCT £

[E]  cartridge Man MM Il 625
Grado Prestige Black 40
Grado Prestige Gold 110
Lyra Helikon 1,095

Sumiko Blue Point Spec Evo Il 239
Van den Hul MC One Special =~ 699
van den Hul Colibri XGP 2,699
van den Hul Condor XCM 2,400
Wilson Benesch Naked Analog 1,450

B EBEBEEEBEE

COMMENTS

The MM Il challenges MCs at twice the price, it produces detail, space and energy and has stunning resolve in the right arm

Offers admirable detail and treble extension, with good bass and ambience too

Produces rich, open and expansive music with the minimum of fuss

Highly capable and highly neutral, this is a cartridge for all seasons, albeit fussy about vinyl quality
High output MC with refinement at high frequencies and a nimble, articulate and revealing sound

A gorgeous cartridge that's worth the price every time you hear a familiar track in a whole new light

Phenomenal resolution, custom building to suit hard and software, but needs 500 ohm loading and is vulnerable to damage

A stunning cartridge with stereo imaging, dynamics and detail resolution to die for
With its smooth clean highs, transparent midband and nimble bass, this is a lot of performance for the money

our favourite [i%] BEST BUY [ES] EDITOR'S CHOICE

PHONO STAGES

Phono stages

BADGE? | PRODUCT 4
Clearaudio Smart-Phono 250
[%]  NAD PP2 phono stage 50
=]  Tom Evans Microgroove 400
Tom Evans The Groove 1,800
(]  Trichord Dino/Dino+ 498

COMMENTS
Minute and very practical unit with slightly bright, but very detailed and low-noise, sound
A fine buy for turntable users on a tight budget — open tonality and clarity is distinctly impressive for the money

For dynamics and real bass extension with good tonal colour this is the one to beat. The Plus version (£700) is even better!

Plenty of detail, excellent imaging and almost flawlessly neutral: a good choice for maximum information retrieval off any LP

Relaxed yet resolute with very good image depth and natural balance, not to mention great flexibility
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LTI TS JTAY 3@ SPEEDS Speeds offered in rpm. SUSP SUBCHASSIS Turntables with a sprung or suspended support for the platter and arm. SWITCHABLE SPEED CHANGE Some decks require manual lifting of the belt

from one pulley to another to change speed, but not these ones. SUPPLIED WITH ARM Deck is supplied complete with tonearm — some require a separate purchase in this department, but the dealer will it it for you

SUPPLIED WITH CARTRIDGE Some decks are supplied with a starter cartridge and this is included in the price shown

[TTILTTTI 3@ MM Moving magnet cartridge — see amp and phono stage features to match this type. MG Moving coil cartridge — see amp and phono stage features to match this type
REPLACEABLE STYLUS Some cartridges have separate styli for ease of replacement, but it compromises sound quality
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PINEWOOD MUSIC |

Always leading the way

KRELL EVOLUTION

Modell‘ 20/2

Model 30/2

Kel/ Evolution One monoauralampllf/er

Pinewood Music has the only Krell

, 2 Evolution and LAT-1000 system on

Series M2 ~ € g demonstration in the UK. Serious
‘ inquiries are invited.

One of the fmest and best rewewed ranges of
cabinet speakers available. Among the secrets is
Krell's brilliant crossover technology. Affordable proof

Series 300 that Krell do more than just make superb amplifiers.

We have the full range of the brand new entry-level
two-channel and cinema series. Shapely and lovely -
and beautiful with a Prima Luna amplifier for starters.

Agencies: Krell, Audio Research, Sonus faber, Wilson Audio,
Jadis, Unison Research, Pathos, Oracle, Lyra, Koetsu,
Copland, Martin Logan, Dreamvision, Prima Luna,
Synergistic Research, Transparent, Chord Company, BCD
Enginering, Futureglass

THE PINEWOOD MUSIC COMPANY ||
The finest in music and home theatre

Telephone: 01460 54322
Mobile: 07860 351113
e-mail: brianriv@mac.com

903 814321 - fax: +44 (0)1903 814269
~ email: sales@sme.ltd.co.uk
or visit our website www.sme.ltd.uk




RADIO TUNERS

FM and DAB hi-fi separates

Radio is a fantastic musical resource
that's in danger of being taken for

-~ granted, but whatever your tastes

there's someone out there catering for it. If
you haven't got a decent tuner hooked up
to your hi-fi already, you're missing out!

DAB or FM?
Digital Audio Broadcasting (DAB) is now
said to be available to more than 80 per
cent of the population and the long-term
plan is to switch public broadcasting over
to digital entirely, but hardware prices have
yet to come down to a point where this
would be acceptable. Its advantages over
FM include hiss-free reception, the
potential for a wider range of stations and
the ability to display comprehensive
programming information. FM's RDS
system means that station name and
occasionally track titles are displayed, but
the range of information is fairly limited.
Where FM scores over DAB is in the lower
cost of hardware and the greater reception

0“" favourite [5] BESTBUY [E] EDITOR'S CHOICE

TUNERS

FM & DAB HI-FI SEPARATES

f COMMENTS

area. It can also provide higher sound
quality if reception conditions are
favourable. Absolute sound quality
judgements are muddied by the fact that
you are listening to different forms of
compression and processing at the studio
for each station.

What is clear, however, is that there are
more and more radio stations broadcasting
on DAB that aren't available on FM. So if
it's variety of programming you're after,
they have a lot to offer.

The quality of signal you feed a tuner will
dictate its sound quality. So serious FM
listeners should get a decent external aerial
and connect it with as few junctions and
splits as possible. Every time you split the
cable (ie take a feed for another tuner) you
halve signal strength! With DAB the same
applies but get a DAB-specific aerial. See
www.bbc.co.uk/ digitalradio for details.

BUYER'S BIBLE

Denon TU260L Il £130
The benchmark for all other budget AM/FM
tuners, with greatsound and features.

BEST BUY

Cambridge DAB500 £150

A low-cost DAB radio that gets very close
to much more expensive digital models.

BEST BUY
HI-FICHOICE
magazine

°

9990

Creek T50 £499
Athoroughly accomplished AM/FM tuner
with a substantialand detailed sound.

Magnum Dynalab

MD 90T £1,195

FM tuner with valves - ‘affordable’ foran
MD, but still streets ahead of most radios.

SPECIFICATIONS

SANYEIAYM
T04INOD 3L0W3H
H313W HLONYLS 9IS
GONY ONINNL 104
438NN 3NSS!
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BADGE? | PRODUCT

FM TUNERS

[EE]  Creek T50

] Denon TU-260L Il

Magnum Dynalab

Magnum Dynalab

(2]  NAD C422

(] NAD S400

] Primare T21

[&]  Rega Radio 3
Rotel RT-02

DAB TUNERS

499
130
MD 90T 1,195
MD 102 2,200
180
600
600
398
279

Very fine results indeed with precision, polish and insight added to excellent basics

The return of the all-time favourite, now enhanced with RDS and sounding as fine as ever

No remote or presets as standard, manual everything and valves... but its sound is simply sublime
Superb remote control analogue FM tuner delivers a superbly transparent sound that makes radio fun
Admirably free of roughness or other obvious nasties, with just a slight lack of clarity

One of the best around — bass and treble are both well extended and detail is excellent

Identical to NAD S400 and likewise a very fine tuner

Unpretentious unit which does what it claims, very well. Unusually fine FM sound in all areas

A highly competent tuner which always sounds appealing and fuss-free

[]  Arcam DiVA DT91

[E]  Cambridge Audio DABS00
Cambridge Azur 640T
Pure Digital DRX-701ES
Pure Digital DRX-702ES

Sony ST-SDB900

450
150
200
250
330
200

As good as any on DAB, with serviceable FM, this one-box solution offers good build and value

Veery good sound, plus optional response tweaks, and slickest operation yet

Slightly ahead of the pack in DAB performance, though FM is never better than decent

A good introduction to DAB — fine value and simple to use

Very flexible DAB (inc L-band) and FM tuner. DAB is good, FM a touch disappointing

Nicely designed UK-tuned model is a touch bright with both DAB and FM but generally insightful and clear

FMML 128 251
FMML 40 193
M opt opt 257

M ) 241
FMM 30 250
FM 30 230

™M 30 230
FMM 20 242
FMM 30 242
DABFM 16 269
DAB 10 248
DABFM 60 260
DAB 99 234
DABFMM 99 242
DABFMM 60 259

IEIZEX@A WAVEBANDS Which bands are supported: FM, M — medium wave, L — long wave, DAB — digital audio broadcasting. PRESETS How many stations can be stored in memory. RDS Radio Data System — station names
and program titles can be displayed among other facilities (FM only, DAB has more comprehensive display potential). REMOTE CONTROL For the couch potato. SIGNAL STRENGTH METER Useful for setting up an aerial
ROTARY TUNING KNOB An ergonomic alternative to buttons.
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t’S BIBLE

DIGITAL AUDIO RECORDERS

CD, MiniDisc and hard drive recorders

MiniDisc
MD's strength is versatility. You can

— record and then re-record many times

over. Editing facilities are second to none -
you can erase mistakes, name tracks and
re-order a disc's contents with a few simple
button pushes, making it ideal for building
compilations. They're pretty robust too.

Sound quality is below that of CD-R/
CD-RW. The format uses a Sony-developed
compression technology called ATRAC,
which discards part of the data in order to
squeeze it on the disc. If you're copying
from CD to MD, the result tends to sound a
little cold in comparison, lacking a degree
of detail and ambience. But to most people
it still sounds light years ahead of cassette
- clean and hiss-free.

Recordable CD
With recordable CD you have a choice of
two disc types: CD-R discs are the cheapest,
but you can only record once; and CD-RW
discs are a little more costly, but you can
re-record on them ad infinitum.

Though the latest machines incorporate
some useful editing facilities, CD-R/RW is
not as flexible as MD. However, sound

our favourite [5] BEST BUY [€€] EDITOR'S CHOICE

DIGITAL RECORDERS

CD-R/RW, MD and HDD recorders

BADGE? PRODUCT

£ COMMENTS

quality is higher — if you're recording from a
CD, the best models will give you a copy
that is very close to the original. In terms of
compatibility, most CD players will play
back a CD-R disc, but older models might
have trouble with CD-RW (though you can,
of course, play the disc back on your own
recorder). If you want to play a CD-R/RW
on a DVD player, check for compatibility.

Hard drive

The latest contender on the digital recording
scene is also the most flexible. Some HDD
(hard disk drive) recorders can store whole
music collections if you use a compression
format such as MP3. HDD recorders are
taking over from multidisc CD changers as
sound servers in multiroom installations,
where their ability to play more than one
piece of music at a time is a great boon. HDD
also offers impressive editing facilities on a
par with MD, and they can also record from
CD (orto CD-R/RW) at high speed.

At present, sound quality isn't the driving
force behind the format - flexibility and
storage capacity being bigger issues — and a
plain CD-R/RW machine will outperform an
HDD recorder in fidelity terms.

BEST BUY
HI-FICHOICE
magazne ./

Philips CDR802 £300

Multidisc recorder that’s slick and capable,
albeit with a slightly flaky build.

BEST BUY

HI-FICHDICE
- - 10 ©)\, maganne
o - Ml

~l -

Marantz DR6000 £400

Qualityin a box - it eschews gimmickry,
butitdoes a simplejob very well.

i TR

BEST BUY

Yamaha
CDR-HD1300 £600

Combining hard disk with CD-R makes CD
recording awhole lot more flexible.

g
52000 £1,599

Impressively flexible hard disk music
server for multiroom applications.

o
S
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CO-R/RW RECORDERS

B

ENENE

Denon CDR-1000
Marantz DR6000
NAD C660
Philips CDR802
Philips CDR951
Pioneer PDR-609

Pioneer PDR-W839

Pioneer MJ-D508

400 A respectable player and recorder, though some midband congestion was noted when recording 1 218
400  No frills, but in its fundamentals this is one of the finest CD recorders on the market 233
500  Audiophile twin deck offering high-speed copying, HDCD replay and notably fine recording from analogue 2 243
300  Tacky looks and build notwithstanding, this is a well-equipped and technically sound 3-to-1 autochanger/recorder at a good price 2 233
380  An improvement on previous models, it delivers the musical goods in some style 1 205
270  Classic CD recorder with outstandingly good sound for the money on both record and replay 1 243
350  Good-quality twin CD burner makes recordings that can be hard to distinguish from the original. Good value too 1 218
L R e R e e i G L e S S SR oL e s ek |
200  Well equipped, but musically sleep-inducing player that receives its Recommendation owing to the price 1 205
130  Straightforward and effective, but the three real killer features are price, price and price 1 233

Sony MDS-JE480

|

Imerge S2000
Yamaha CDR-HD1

1,599 Intended as the centrepiece of a multi-room installation, this three-output server combines flexibility with good sound

300

600  Superb combination of high-speed CD-RW drive and hard disk, adding editing flexibility to CD recording

2 80
2 80

243
243

DECKS Amount of drive mechanisms on board — twin-deck recorders use one to play while the other records. HD CAPACITY Amount of gigabytes of storage capacity, for HD only.
OPTICAL IN/OUTPUTS Optical Toslink in and outputs for digital connection to a CD player or DAC. ELEC IN/OUTPUTS Electrical coaxial in and outputs for digital connection to a CD player or DAC

94 HI-FI CHOICE
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SEVENOA<LS

S OUND &

VISI ON

SUMMER EVENT

FINISHES 27TH AUGUST 2005

AT LEAST 10% OFF

our normal selling prices on a wide range of products from
a variety of manufacturers.

For our latest prices call your local store or visit

WWW.ssav.com

MONITOR AUDIO
GOLD REFERENCE GR10 SPEAKERS

£599 SAVE £200

(NICWA0O)*

PIONEER
PDP435XDE 43"PLASMA TV

rrom £2499 SAVE £s

PRICE EXCLUDES SPEAKERS (NICWA0O)*

FLY TO NEW YORK OR BOSTON WHEN YOU BUY A PIONEER
PLASMA. TERMS & CONDITIONS IN-STORE OR ONLINE

SIM2
HT300 E-VOLUTION DLP PROJECTOR

£5999 SAVE £2000

FREE 7" MOTORISED SCREEN WORTH £930 (NICWA0O)*

*Added Value Offers - From range available

Some products/brands are not available

FREE QED SPEAKER CABLE OR INTERCONNECT CABLES WORTH AT LEAST £50
when you purchase selected Speakers or CD/Amplifier combinations. Ask in-store for details.

ase call to confirm or see the brand locator on our website before travelling.
conjunction with any other offer (NICWAQO). Advert valid until at least 27/08/2005, E&OE.

ABERDEEN
BEDFORD
BIRMINGHAM
BRIGHTON
BRISTOL
BROMLEY
CAMBRIDGE
CARDIFF
CHELSEA
CHELTENHAM
CRAWLEY
CROYDON
EALING
EDINBURGH
EPSOM

EXETER
GLASGOW
GUILDFORD
HOLBORN

HULL

IPSWICH
KINGSTON
LEICESTER
LEEDS

LINCOLN
MAIDSTONE
MANCHESTER
NEWCASTLE
NORWICH
NOTTINGHAM
OXFORD
PETERBOROUGH
_ PLYMOUTH
POOLE
PRESTON
READING
SEVENOAKS
SHEFFIELD
SOLIHULL
SOUTHAMPTON
SOUTHGATE
STAINES
SWINDON
SWISS COTTAGE
TUNBRIDGE WELLS
WATFORD
WEYBRIDGE
WITHAM (ESSEX)
WOLVERHAMPTON
YEOVIL (OPENING SOON)

49 STORES NATIONWIDE WW\W.§SAV.COM




Arcam

Arcam has spent more
than a generation
building some of the
finest high-fidelity
products the world has
ever seen. Whether
you’'re interested in
two-channel or a
complete multi-
channel AV system, the
Arcam DiVA series
offers the music and
movie lover the most
complete range of
high-performance
home entertainment
solutions from any

specialist manufacturer.

SUMMER EVENT

PRICING

POLICY

We always try to ensure our
prices are highly competitive.
In the event you can find the same
products and excellent service at a
lower price, please bring it to our
store managers' attention.

ARCAM SOLO ALL-IN-ONE MUSIC SYSTEM

SOLO: A sleek, easy-to-
operate system. Featuring
an audiophile CD player,
= a 50 WPC amplifier
combined with a DAB digital radio

and a high quality FM tuner, the SOLO
music system will captivate all who listen.

DIVA SERIES INCLUDES
A65 PLUS AMPLIFIER
A80 AMPLIFIER

A90 AMPLIFIER

CD73T CD PLAYER
CD192 CD PLAYER

T61 TUNER

DT91 DAB TUNER
DV78 DVD PLAYER
DV79 DVD PLAYER
AVR250 AV RECEIVER
AVR300 A/V RECEIVER

Cyrus

I you've enjoyed listening to music before, try
ing to it through a Cyrus system. With every
product tuned by ear, Cyrus represents a quality of
sound, which is rare at any price. Invest in a Cyrus
system and you'll be rewarded with a wealth of
sound you wouldn’t have thought possible.

RANGE INCLUDES

CD6 & CD8X CD PLAYERS

6VS & 8VS AMPLIFIERS PRE X VS PREAMPLIFIER
DAC-X DAC & FM X TUNER

LINKSERVER SOLO
A Cyrus CD Player with
built in 80Gb hard disk
drive. Keep all your
favourite music instantly
accessible in a single, easy
to operate component.

ESSENTIAL
ACCESSORIES

The right accessories can make
or break your system.

Our carefully selected range,
including QED, Soundstyle and
Grado, will ensure you get the very

best performance from your system.

Contemporary hi-fi is constantly setting new standards in sound
reproduction and design. Whatever you listen to, be it Robbie Williams
or Rachmaninoy, Sevenoaks can recommend separate components that
will bring your music collection to life and complement your home.

We're enthusiasts and experts, passionate about helping you build (or
upgrade) a system that will delight for years to come.

Rotel

Rotel is truly unique: a family-owned, specialist Japanese company whose passionate
interest in music led them to manufacture audio components of uncompromised quality.

The 02 Series is Rotel’s entry-level range. The RCD-02 CD player combined with either
an RA-01, RA-02 or RA-03 integrated amplifier represents true audiophile performance
at an affordable price. For increased high-end performance, the RC-03/RB-3 pre/power
amplifiers are available. The RT-02 tuner completes the range.

ROTEL RA-03 INTEGRATED AMPLIFIER

“The Rotel is simply the best-sounding amp here, and one
of the cheapest - if you're after an amp, you must hear it.”

RA-01 AMPLIFIER
RA-02 AMPLIFIER
RA-03 AMPLIFIER
RCD-02 CD PLAYER
RT-02 TUNER

RA-1062 AMPLIFIER
RCD-1072 CD PLAYER

Project is currently one of the world’s leading
suppliers of turntables, with a range of models
designed to satisfy all levels of expectation

and budget. The range is simple to P Q
use, maintenance free and will s
function for a lifetime

DEBUT Il TURNTABLE WITH OMS5E CARTRIDGE
2 XPERIENCE TURNTABLE (PICTURED RIGHT)

B&W

Since the outset, the focus of Bowers and Wilkins Loudspeakers
has always been to offer the best possible musical experience
With a combination of the latest R&D techniques and a passion
for music, B&W produces a diverse range of products befitting
the largest audio manufacturer in the UK.

DM601 S3 & DM602 S3
705 & 703

PV1 SUBWOOFER

Atleast 10% off our normal selling prices on a wide range
of products. For our latest prices call your local store or visit www.ssav.com

PLEASE NOTE

Some products/brands are not available
at all stores. Please call to confirm or
see the brand locator on our website
before travelling.

*Added Value Offers - From range available
in-store. Not in conjunction with any other offer (NICWAOO)

ADVERT VALID UNTIL AT LEAST 27/08/2005, E&OE.




At least 10% off our normal selling prices on a wide range of SUMM ER E"E NT
products. For our latest prices call your local store or visit www.ssav.com

FINISHES 27TH AUGUST 2005

RO ksa n Since 1972 Monitor Audio has been developing and

Roksan designs and perfecting the implementation of metal drivers,
manufactures some of innovative crossovers, and exemplary speaker cabinet
construction and finish to further the ideal of achieving
sound which is to the original “as close as it gets”.

NEW
SILVER RS6

the most acclaimed hi-fi
equipment currently
available. All Roksan The range includes - Gold, New Silver RS, Bronze and
~ products are carefully Radius, a seriously compact system bringing true hi-fi
by experienced engineers at every performance to both music and movies at home

KA1 MKIIl AMPLIFIER
KD1 MKIIl CD PLAYER

Casplan M SERIES
CD PLAYER

AMPLIFIER

PREAMPLIFIER - = :
STEREO POWER ‘ : : BRONZE B2, B2 AV, B4 AV
MONOBLOC POWER - > * SILVER RS1, RS6, RSS
GOLD REFERENCE 10 & 60

5, 2003
“ou eu‘f

<BRONZE B2
§ “"Monitor Audio’s Bronze B2s sound

E!f ,4 much more expensive than their
i ot

ot Digital Radio | =i
Energy frepw Harman Kardon Wharfedale

Established in 1987,
Acoustic Energy is one of
Britain's premier loudspeaker
manufacturers offering one
of the most targeted range
of hi-fi and home cinema
loudspeaker systems on the
market today

TU970 DAB/ANALOGUE TUNER

With Digital Audio Broadcasting (DAB) capability, this high-quality
tuner delivers more stations and offers pure, distortion-free, CD-
like sound, while providing useful radio and data services

DIAMOND 9.1 SPEAKERS

"The overall balance of
the speakers is their
finest characteristic
Thanks to near-perfect
driver integration, music
sounds wonderfully
natural and transparent
This is a bar-raising effort
from Wharfedale: these
are ridiculously good
speakers at the budget
"The legendary AE1 lives on " -
in this groundbreaking new price level dlg‘tal
version... It sets a new —— technologies from one
standard for small speakers.” DRX702ES DAB/ANALOGUE TUNER of the oldest hi-fi names

FR E E E D b ey The Marantz ‘Range Series’ offers flexible d
; system building options for every lifestyle. u a

.

AELITE THREE

. (A | IDES Founded in 1938, Quad's history is one of audio
Sse ntla oo teeotell - CD5400 CD PLAYER excellence. Today's range includes both electronics
Accessories WiEEaat KRR JECTEREY . . .
‘ PM7200 AMPLIFIER
> 1
T °o 0 @ ST4000 TUNER PRODUCTS INCLUDE

- 99 CD-PREAMPLIFIER
w : SR4500 A/V RECEIVER

FREE QED SPEAKER CABLE worth CD5400 “This is a remarkable CD player for the sR500 AN FECT/ER 11L SPEAKERS

money, with superb sound, looks and feel - A very

t least £50 wh h
aroa e parchase solid buy and a lot of fun.” DVA500 DVD PLAYER

selected Speakers over £200.
Ask in-store for details. (nicwaoo)*

ST STEREO sPRAKERs)

FREE QED INTERCONNECT CABLE

The Latest evolution of the acclaimed Q Series
demonstrates how the benefits of KEF technology
cascade down from the Reference Series to more
affordable ranges. New Q features all the inherent . . .
advantages of KEF UNI-Q® technology and are I\/I u S | Ca FI e |ty

available in a variety of Finishes

worth at least £50 when you
purchase selected CD and
Amplifier combinations.

Ask in-store for details. (uicwaoo)*

Musical Fidelity's X-Series combines execeptional build
quality with value for money.
X SERIES  X-80 & X150 AMPLIFIER

X-RAYV? CD PLAYER
AS SERIES A5 AMPLIFIER & CD PLAYER

Q COMPACT BOOKSHELF SPEAKERS
Q4 FLOORSTANDING SPEAKERS
Q7 AV SPEAKER PACKAGE




Specialist home cinema

The recent growth of DVD has led to a huge rise in demand for
home cinema equipment. The prices of DVD players, AV receivers,
projectors and plasma screens continue to fall but, with so many
options, it's not easy to know which ones will suit your needs.
Indeed, in the face of this quickly evolving and often bemusing
array of products, we aim to assist you in assembling a home
cinema system to be proud of — one that achieves outstanding
picture and sound quality.

rky DENON DVD-A1XV ~
| "An astonishing piece
of kit that has no
equals. Prepare
to be astounded.”

HOME CINEMA CHOICE = AWARDS 2005

. Denon
PI O n ee r Y m a h a MODELS INCLUDE Denon, Japan’s oldest audio company, has established

AN AMPLIFIERS an enviable reputation for the performance of both its

MODELS INCLUDE Yamaha is recognised as a DSP-AX757SE & DSP-Z9 hi-fi and home cinema products, winning numerous
A/V AMPLIFIER VSA-AXT0AI world leader in the fields AN RECEIVERS awards and accolades over the years. Its stylish systems
A/V RECEIVERS VSX-D814 « VSX-2014i © VSX-AXSA| of musical instruments and RX-V/557 & RX-V1500 have succeeded in becoming the benchmark by which
UNIVERSAL DVD PLAYERS DV668Av  DV868AV audio equipment, and in DVD PLAYERS all other are judged.
[ more recent years, home DVD-$557 & DVD-51500 MODELS INCLUDE

AN RECEIVERS
AVR-1905 ¢ AVR-2105 ¢ AVR-2805 « AVR-3805

and DVD players plus A/N AMPLIFIER AVC-ATXV
the innovative YSP-1 DVD PLAYERS DVD-1710 « DVD-1910
DV-575A “For outstanding a!l—round ability there are virtual surround speaker NEW YSP-1 UNIVERSAL DVD PLAYERS
few players that can match Pioneer’s DV-575A." (pictured right). DVD-2910 » DVD-3910 ¢ DVD-A11 ¢ DVD-A1XV

DVD SYSTEMS
DHT-500SD ¢ DHT-550SD

2005 include upgraded
AN receivers, amplifers,

ﬁ;‘Egi' ; L"‘( cinema. New models for
e prbatod
O

L
®=. Digital Sound Projector

AVR-2805 "Last year's Award-winning AVR-
VSX-AX5Ai Tweaked version of the Award-winning poviegien 2803 finally meets its match in the shape of
VSX-AXSi with additional sound-processing modes. RrChIvER fa00.-£730 this storming successor from Denon.

Denon AVR-2805

DHT-500SD

"The Denon DHT-500SD is the best home cinema
system you can find in one box. If you're not
confident that separates are the answer for you -
too complex or too expensive - then the Denon
provides the ideal solution.”

Whether you're interested in two-channel or a complete multi-channel AV system, Arcam offers the
music and movie lover the most complete range of high-performance home entertainment solutions

R ﬁ:— from any specialist manufacturer.

BReeo eev e DV78, DV79

== . FMJ DV29

- e | 4 AV8, AVP700
e ooty eesocorote boos

e - °¢e coee ‘l* P7, P1000

SUMMER E"EN Atleast 10% off our normal selling prices on a wide range
of products. For our latest prices call your local store or visit www.ssav.com
PRICING ESSENTIAL A PLEASE NOTE

at all stores. Please call to confirm or
see the brand locator on our website
before travelling.

POLICY ACCESSOR'ES ‘A, Some products/brands are not available

We always try to ensure our The right accessories can make
prices are highly competitive. or break your system.
In the event you can find the same Our carefully selected range, o
products and excellent service at a including QED, Soundstyle and i *Added Value Offers - From range available
lower price, please bring it to our Grado, will ensure you get the very nEtiE Notisoniinclica Rt anyothecHeRNIGAR00)
store managers’ attention. best performance from your system. n ce ADVERT VALID UNTIL AT LEAST 27/08/2005, E&OE.




At least 10% off our normal selling prices on a wide range of

products. For our latest prices call your local store or visit www.ssav.com

SUMMER EVENT

FINISHES 27TH AUGUST 2005

Pioneer

DVD RECORDERS (DVD-RW)
DVR-220 « DVD-320

HARD-DISK MODELS (HDD/DVD-RW)
DVR-420H 80GB
DVR-720H 160GB

DVR-520H 80GB
DVR-920H 250GB

DVD Recorders

Although making digital recordings of TV broadcasts isn't
new, the choice, versatility and quality of recorders keep
getting better. Our product selection includes both DVD

only recorders and hybrid DVD/hard-disk models.

DVD RECORDERS
DMR-ES10 (MULTI-FORMAT)

HARD-DISK MODELS (HDD)
DMR-EH50 80GB (MULTI-FORMAT)

DMR-E500 400GB

“In all, the Pioneer DVR-720H is a fine machine with
some nifty features and superb performance... Superb.”
'WHAT VIDEO AND WIDESCREEN TV « AUGUST 2004

KHT2005.2 "KEF has done it. This is the new best system in its class.
The KHT2005.2 is the new top surround dog. KEF should be very proud.”

KEF w100

"Why take five speakers into the living room when '

you can use just two? Creating a virtual surround
sound experience has never been simpler or more
effective, thanks to this two speakers plus
subwoofer concoction from KEF.”

KEF

The Kef Home Theatre (KHT) series brings
audiophile sound quality to affordable
home entertainment — it's been breaking
new ground ever since it was first
introduced. As its many awards and 5-star
ratings prove, the original outperformed
every conventional system in its class.

MODELS INCLUDE

KHT1005 » KHT2005.2

KHT5005 » KHT9000ACE

E!E"..ﬂ:m

BEST woME civema e
A Rox v Ty
00

Mordaunt
Short

"Distinctive looks, practical to use,
first-class sonics from the sats and
the sub - it adds up to a winning

cinema set-up... For seamless

WHATh

\WARDS 2004

integration of sound, impressive
integrity of build and all-round
covetability, the Mordaunt-Short
Genie package is hard to beat - and
it looks rather splendid, too.”

“Performance with style -
If you're looking for a
speaker package without
sonic sacrifices, then
look no further than
the Elegantes.”

Elegante
Colour Options Available

WHAT vy

AWARDS 2004

)
SUPtRTESy
WINNER

ok ke

“Muission has shaken
up this market with
an innovative,
desireable product
of rare ability -
audition today.”

In a market packed with subwoofers claiming to
deliver the ultimate bass experience, only one brand
of sub-bass system can prove its supremacy. With a
record of review success stretching back over a
decade and featuring no fewer than nine of the
coveted What Hi-Fi? Awards, REL is acknowledged as
the leading provider of deep, clean bass frequencies.

“A flawless

performance L 003 &
from the REL e
Stampede

leaves little Quake © Q150E « Q201E - Q400E
room for

criticism.” Stampede - Strata 5 « Storm 5

Acoustic Energy

Established in 1987, Acoustic Energy is one of
Britain’s premier loudspeaker manufacturers
offering arguably the most targeted range of hi-fi
and home cinema loudspeaker systems on the
market today.

The multi-award winning AEGIS EVO Series is a
budget separates range for hi-fi and home cinema
enthusiasts alike, offering exquisite transparency,
detail and clarity, coupled with awesome

bass and dynamics.

AEGIS EVO SERIES
EVO One ¢ EVO Three ¢ EVO Centre & Sub
AELITE SERIES |
Aelite Two ¢ Aelite Three ¢ Aelite Centre & Sub

SEVEN




Some products/brands are not available at all stores. Please call to

confirm or see the brand locator at www.ssav.com before travelling.

Arcam RANGE

Cyrus RANGE

Denon AVC-ATXV AN Amplifier
Denon AVR1705 ANV Receiver
Denon AVR1905 ANV Receiver
Denon AVR2805 AV Receiver
Denon AVR3805 ANV Receiver
Harman Kardon RANGE
Lexicon RANGE

Marantz RANGE

Onkyo RANGE

Pioneer VSX-1014s AV Recewer
Pioneer VSX-20141 ANV Receiver
Pioneer VSX-AXSAiI ANV Receiver

Pioneer VVSA-AX10AI AN Amplifier

Rotel RANGE

Yamaha DSP-AX757SE ANV Amplifier

Yamaha RX-V357 A/ Recelver
Y: ha RX-V557 AN Receiver

TURNTABLES

Goldring GR1 .
Linn RANGE
Michell RANGE
Project RANGE
Roksan Radius 5

TUNERS

Arcam RANGE

Cyrus FM X

Denon TU260L MKII
Harman Kardon RANGE
Linn RANGE

Marantz ST4000

Pure DRX-701ES DAB

Pure DRX-702ES DAB/FM . .

Rotel RANGE

Arcam RANGE
Cyrus RANGE .
Denon DCD485 . .
Linn RANGE . ..
Marantz CD5400
Meridian RANGE . ... ..
Musical Fidelity RANGE .
Quad RANGE

Roksan RANGE .

Rotel RANGE

Yamaha CDR-HD1500

AMPLIFIERS
Arcam RANGE . .
Cyrus RANGE
Denon PMA355
Linn RANGE
Marantz PM4400
Marantz PM7200 .
Meridian RANGE . ... ..
Musical Fidelity RANGE
Quad RANGE :
Roksan RANGE . .

Rotel RANGE . . .
Yamaha AX396 .

SPEAKERS

Acoustic Energy Aegis Evo One .
Acoustic Energy Aegis Evo Three
Acoustic Energy Aclite RANGE

Acoustic Energy AE1 MKIII
AVI Neutron IV . .
B&W RANGE .........
KEF RANGE . ... ..

Linn RANGE ... ..
Meridian RANGE

£ CALL
£ CALL
£ CALL
£ CALL
£ CALL

£ CALL
£ CALL
£99.95
£ CALL
£ CALL
£99.95

£179.95
. .£229.95

£ CALL

£ CALL
£ CALL
£119.95
£ CALL

£119.95

£ CALL
£ CALL
£ CALL
£ CALL

. £ CALL

£469.95

£ CALL
£ CALL
£159.95
£ CALL
£139.95

. .£239.95

£ CALL
£ CALL
£ CALL
£ CALL
£ CALL

£169.95

£119.95
£229.95

£ CALL
£ CALL

.. .£CALL
. £ CALL
. £CALL
. £CALL
. £CALL

Mission m30i

Mission m31i .

Mission m33i .

Mission m34i

Monitor Audio GR10
Monitor Audio RANGE .
Quad RANGE

Ruark RANGE . .
Wharfedale RANGE

Arcam Solo Ex Speakers
Denon 201 Ex Speakers .
Denon DF101 Ex Speakers
Denon DM31 Ex Speakers
Linn Classik Music Ex Spks
Teac RANGE

DVD SYSTEMS

£89.95
£119.95

. .£199.95
. £269.95

Denon DHT-500SD Inc 5.1 Spks
Denon DHT-550SD Inc 5.1 Spks

KEF KIT100 Inc Speakers
Teac RANGE .

MULTI-ROOM AUDIO

Cyrus Link RANGE
Living Control RANGE

Yamaha MusicCast RANGE .

MAKE & MODEL

Arcam RANGE

Cyrus RANGE

Denon DVD-1710

Denon DVD-2910 Universal
Denon DVD-3910 Universal
Denon DVD-Alxv

Harman Kardon RANGE
Marantz RANGE

Meridian RANGE
Panasonic RANGE

Pioneer DV370 ... ..
Pioneer DVS75A Umversal
Pioneer DV668AvV Universal
Pioneer DV868Avi Universal
Samsung DVD-HD945 .
Toshiba SD350

Yamaha RANGE

DVD RECORDERS

MAKE & MODEL

Panasonic DMR-ES10
Panasonic DMR-EHS0
Pioneer DVR-320
Pioneer DVR-420H . .
Pioneer DVR-520H . .
Pioneer DVR-720H
Pioneer DVR-920H

SUMMER EVENT

PRICING

POLICY

We always try to ensure our
prices are highly competitive.
In the event you can find the same
products and excellent service at a
lower price, please bring it to our
store managers’ attention.

ESSENTIAL

REGION 2
£ CALL
£ CALL
.£99.95

.£489.95

£699.95

. £CALL

£ CALL
£ CALL
£ CALL
£ CALL
£59.95

| £119.95
£469.95

£799.95

£139.95

£79.95
£ CALL

REGION 2

.£199.95

£339.95

. .£299.95
. .£349.95
. .£399.95

£469.95

£999.95

£599.95
£ CALL
£ CALL
£ CALL
£ CALL

. £ CALL

£469.95
£289.95
£179.95
£ CALL
£ CALL

£429.95
.£599.95
£ CALL
£ CALL

£ CALL
£ CALL

. £ CALL

MULTI REGION
£ CALL
£ CALL
£109.95
£499.95
£719.95
£ CALL
£ CALL
£ CALL
£ CALL
£ CALL
£69.95
£129.95
£479.95
£819.95
£149.95
£89.95
£ CALL

MULTI REGION
£209.95
£349.95
£309.95
£369.95
£419.95
£489.95

£1029.95

Acoustic Energy RANGE
Artcoustic RANGE

Audica RANGE

B&W RANGE

B&W Mini Theatre RANGE
KEF KHT1005

KEF KHT2005.2

KEF Q7 AV

M&K RANGE

Mission \V Cube

Mission Elegante RANGE
Monitor Audio RANGE
Mordaunt Short Genie
Quad L-Series

Wharfedale Diamond 9 HCP
Yamaha YSP-1 Sound Projector

SUBWOOFERS

B&W RANGE

M&K RANGE

MJ Acoustics RANGE
Monitor Audio RANGE

Quad L Series

REL RANGE

Wharfedale Diamond SW150

Fujitsu RANGE

Hitachi 42PD5200 42"

Hitachi RANGE

LG RZ42PX11 42"

LG RANGE

Panasonic TH37PV500 (Wal) 37"
Panasonic TH42PV500 (Wal) 42"
Panasonic RANGE

Pioneer PDP435XDE 43"
Pioneer PDPSOSXDE 50
Pioneer RANGE

LCD TV

Hitachi RANGE

LG RZ321Z50 32"

LG RANGE

Panasonic RANGE

Sharp Aquos LC26GASE 26"
Sharp Aquos LC32GASE 32"
Sharp Aquos RANGE
Toshiba 32WL56 32"
Toshiba RANGE

Optoma H27 DLP
Screenplay RANGE
Sharp XVZ91E
Sharp RANGE

Sim 2 RANGE
ThemeScene RANGE

£ CALL
£ CALL
£ CALL
£199.95
£229.95
£549.95
£799.95
£ CALL
£ CALL
£ CALL
£ CALL
£429.95
£549.95
£799.95
£1999.95
£ CALL
£399.95
£149.95
£299.95

£ CALL
£ CALL
£ CALL
£ CALL
£ CALL
£299.95
£599.95
£ CALL
£ CALL
£ CALL
£ CALL
£ CALL
.£649.95
£ CALL
£ CALL
£ CALL

£ CALL
£ CALL
£ CALL
£ CALL
. £ CALL
£ CALL
£ CALL

£ CALL
£1699.95

£ CALL
£1399.95

£ CALL
£1999.95
£2299.95

£ CALL

rrROM £2499.95
rrRoM £3599.95
£ CALL

£ CALL
£999.95
£ CALL
£ CALL
.£699.95
£949.95

£ CALL
£999.95

£ CALL

£ CALL
. £CALL
.£799.95
£ CALL
£ CALL
£ CALL

MKIII CD & AMP

QED CABLE WORTH £100 (nicwA00)®

DV79/AVR300 DVD/AV RECEIVER

sse
9ss cssssscoce

sece @

TOWARDS THE SPEAKERS OF YOUR CHOICE (NICwAQO)*

5700 DLP PROJECTOR

TOWARDS THE SCREEN OF YOUR CHOICE (NIcwA0O)*

MARANTZ
DV6500/SR5500 DVD/AV RECEIVER

£599 SAVE £250 wowoor

KEF
KHT2005.2 SPEAKER SYSTEM

£599 CLAIM FREE

SPEAKER STANDS WORTH £80 (u

*NICWAQO - NOT IN CONJUNCTION WITH ANY OTHER OFFER OR PROMOTION

At least 10% off our normal selling prices on a wide range
of products. For our latest prices call your local store or visit www.ssav.com

ACCESSORIES

The right accessories can make
or break your system.

Our carefully selected range,
including QED, Soundstyle and
Grado, will ensure you get the very
best performance from your system.

PLEASE NOTE

Some products/brands are not available
at all stores. Please call to confirm or
see the brand locator on our website
before travelling.

*Added Value Offers - From range available
in-store. Not in conjunction with any other offer (NICWAOO)

ADVERT VALID UNTIL AT LEAST 27/08/2005, E&OE.




At least 10% off our normal selling prices on a wide range of

products. For our latest prices call your local store or visit www.ssav.com

SUMMER EVENT

FINISHES 27TH AUGUST 2005

ABERDEEN 01224 252797

* 57 CROWN STREET OPEN SUNDAY

BEDFORD 01234 272779

© 29-31 ST PETERS STREET

BIRMINGHAM 0121 233 2977

¢ ARCH 12, LIVERY STREET

BRIGHTON 01273 733338

* 57 WESTERN ROAD, HOVE

BRISTOL 0117 974 3727

* 92B WHITELADIES ROAD, CLIFTON

BROMLEY 020 8290 1988

* 39A EAST STREET

CAMBRIDGE 01223 304770

* 17 BURLEIGH STREET

CARDIFF 029 2047 2899

* 104-106 ALBANY ROAD

CHELSEA 020 7352 9466

* 403 KINGS ROAD

CHELTENHAM 01242 241171

* 14 PITTVILLE STREET

CRAWLEY 01293 510777

* 32 THE BOULEVARD OPEN SUNDAY

CROYDON 020 8665 1203

369-373 LONDON ROAD

EALING 020 8579 8777

© 24 THE GREEN OPEN SUNDAY

EDINBURGH 0131 229 7267
* 5 THE GRASSMARKET

EPSOM 01372 720720

* 12 UPPER HIGH STREET OPEN SUNDAY

EXETER 01392 218895

* 28 COWICK STREET

GLASGOW 0141 332 9655

* 88 GREAT WESTERN ROAD

GUILDFORD 01483 536666

* 73B NORTH STREET

HOLBORN 020 7837 7540

* 144-148 GRAYS INN ROAD

HULL 01482 587171

* 1 SAVILE ROW, SAVILE STREET

IPSWICH 01473 286977

* 12-14 DOGS HEAD STREET

KINGSTON 020 8547 0717

* 43 FIFE ROAD OPEN SUNDAY

LEEDS 0113 245 2775

* 62 NORTH STREET OPEN SUNDAY

LEICESTER 0116 253 6567

* 10 LOSEBY LANE

LINCOLN 01522 527397

* 20-22 CORPORATION STREET (OFF HIGH STREET)

OPENING HOURS: PLEASE TELEPHONE OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE

~re

s SOUND & VISION §

MAIDSTONE 01622 686366

* 96 WEEK STREET

MANCHESTER 0161 831 7969

* 69 HIGH ST, CITY CENTRE

NEWCASTLE 0191 221 2320

* 19 NEWGATE STREET

NORWICH 01603 767605

© 29-29A ST GILES STREET

NOTTINGHAM 0115 911 2121

* 597-599 MANSFIELD ROAD

OXFORD 01865 241773

© 41 ST CLEMENTS STREET

PETERBOROUGH 01733 897697

* 36-38 PARK ROAD

PLYMOUTH 01752 226011

* 107 CORNWALL STREET

POOLE 01202 671677

* LATIMER HOUSE, 44-46 HIGH STREET

PRESTON 01772 825777

© 40-41 LUNE STREET OPEN SUNDAY

READING 0118 959 7768

¢ 3-4 KINGS WALK SHOPPING CENTRE

SEVENOAKS 01732 459555

* 109-113 LONDON ROAD

SHEFFIELD 0114 255 5861

* 635 QUEENS ROAD, HEELEY OPEN SUNDAY

SOLIHULL 0121 733 3727

* 149-151 STRATFORD ROAD

SOUTHAMPTON 023 8033 7770

* 33 LONDON ROAD

SOUTHGATE 020 8886 2777

* 79-81 CHASE SIDE

STAINES 01784 460777

* 4 THAMES STREET OPEN SUNDAY

SWINDON 01793 610992

* 8-9 COMMERCIAL ROAD

SWISS COTTAGE 020 7722 9777

* 21 NORTHWAYS PDE, FINCHLEY RD OPEN SUNDAY

TUNBRIDGE WELLS 01892 531543

* 28-30 ST JOHNS ROAD

WATFORD 01923 213533

* 478 ST ALBANS ROAD

WEYBRIDGE 01932 828525

* 43 CHURCH STREET, THE QUADRANT

WITHAM (ESSEX) 01376 501733

* 1 THE GROVE CENTRE

WOLVERHAMPTON 01902 312225

* 29-30 CLEVELAND STREET

YEOVIL 01935 700078 -openna soon

* 14 SILVER STREET *SUBJECT TO LEGAL COMPLETION

E-MAIL: [insert store location]@ssaw.com

\Who are Sevenoaks?

Established as Sevenoaks Hi-Fi in 1972, we have grown steadily onto one of the leading
independent home entertainment specialists in the UK, earning a reputation for
outstanding service, choice and value for money. In 1995, reflecting our commitment to the
emergent new technologies in home cinema, our name was changed to Sevenoaks Sound
& Vision. We now have 49 stores across the land stocking a broad range of exceptional
equipment and accessories

Sevenoaks

When it comes to making big decisions about what to buy, there’s no substitute for actually
road-testing your prospective purchases - seeing, hearing and experiencing the products in
action, with the benefit of our expert knowledge and guidance to help you choose. To get
the most from your Sevenoaks Sound & Vision experience, simply follow this checklist:

- Are you tweaking an existing system to improve sound or
picture quality, or are you looking for a more fundamental and comprehensive upgrade?

- To ensure you get the most from the
music and movies in your collection, it pays to test equipment using those very same discs
or records, That way you can readily compare levels of performance. However, if you prefer,
we can supply a selection of demo discs - current mainstream entertainment that serves to
highlight the capabilities of the equipment.

- If you are unsure of any aspect of the products or technologies available, or
would like more information about installation options, simply let us know and our staff will
be happy to help you out.

* TAKE YOUR TIME - We want you to be as happy as possible with your choices, so please
take as much time as you need to determine which products are right for you

Hi-Fi & Home Cinema
Guide - 2005 Edition

Pick-up a copy of our New 72 Page Guide

at your nearest Sevenoaks Sound & Vision
3 store or order a copy via our Website. The
= brochure will be posted to you (UK mainland
addresses only) free of charge.

Sevenoak

SOUND & ON

6

Custom Installation

Sevenoaks Sound & Vision’s Custom Installation Service enables the

integration of a home cinema or hi-fi system into your home as neatly and
seamlessly as possible. All
electronics can be hidden away,
speakers discreetly mounted
either in the wall or ceiling and
the complete system operated via
remote control.

Our installation experts are fully
trained to the highest standards
in all areas and provide a
prompt, reliable and professional
service. Whether you're looking for a multi-room system, a dedicated
home cinema installation with a retractable screen and built-in speakers or
an integrated control or lighting
system, Sevenoaks Sound & Vision has
a diverse range of products available to
cater for all your requirements.

FREE

CUSTOM INSTALLATION BROCHURE
available now from your nearest store
or via our website.

Sevenoaks \Website

The Sevenoaks Sound & Vision website has news and information on the Sevenoaks group
and detailed pages to help you locate your nearest store. In addition, there are hundreds of
SPECIAL OFFERS and STOCK CLEARANCE items available from our stores nationwide -
many with savings of up to 50%. To view our regularly updated product lists, visit
www.ssav.com and click on special offers

WWW.ssaw.com
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STEREO AMPLIFIERS
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Marantz

PM7200 £330

Atruebudgetbelter from Marantz - power
andfinessein equalmeasure, plus the

ability to switch between Class A and Class
AB operation. Giant killing amps are back!

102 HI-FI CHOICE

Integrated and pre/power amps

. Amplifiers come in two basic forms:
integrated and preamplifier (pre) plus
" power amp combinations. Integrated
simply means that both pre and power
sections are in one box. There are definite
advantages to separating the low level,
delicate signals in the preamp from the
radiations of a power amp, so the more
ambitious designs come in two or more
cases. In some cases, each channel has its
own power amp called a monoblock.

Amplifiers use two basic technologies:
transistors or valves. Transistors are popular
because of their practical and technical
advantages, but valves — aka tubes - live
on owing to aspects of sound quality that
trannies can't replicate. If you want to play
your music loud, use trannies; if you
appreciate acoustic music, try valves.

The fundamental of amp/speaker
interfacing is power rating and speaker
sensitivity. You can drive a high-sensitivity
speaker with a ten watt valve amp, but it
takes a 200W behemoth to get the best out
of speakers which present a difficult load. As
a rule, you can't have too much power.

How to choose an amp

The main areas in which amps vary are:
timing, dynamics, stereo imaging and
transparency. Timing is the ability to
present the attack and decay of each note
precisely; amps with strong timing have a
snap and coherence that is very appealing.

Dynamics is a general term for the ability
to portray variations in level between
individual notes and is different to dynamic
range (the difference between the loudest
and softest notes). Dynamically strong amps
tend to have more life and energy.

Stereo imaging is how solid or
three-dimensional an instrument or voice
sounds. The point of having two rather than
one speaker is to make it possible to
recreate the soundstage of the original
recording, thus amps that have strong
imaging skills can create a sonic space that
seems to extend the room.

Transparency of detail is the most obvious
difference between amps. One amp will
present more subtlety than another, but the
drawback with using this as your main
criterion is that a forward or ‘bright’
sounding amplifier will emphasise detail at
the expense of overall musical coherence.

Stereo amps can be used in home cinema
set-ups as well. You don't get the surround

and centre channels, but well set-up stereo
speakers do a remarkably good job of
creating atmosphere for movies. Stereo amps

tend to be better at reproducing music as
they don't have the (electrical) noise-
inducing digital processing of AV amps. AV
amps cost three to four times as much as
stereo models of a similar quality.

SHOULD I LEAVEMY AMP ON

ALL THE TIME FOR BEST
RESULTS?

All audio electronics perform
better when they are warmed
up, and this is particularly the
case when it comes to
amplifiers. If there's no way
that you can leave it on all the
time, make an effort to switch
it on at least 20 minutes
before listening.

WHAT IS BI-WIRING AND
BI-AMPING?

Bi-wiring is when you run
separate cables to the treble
and bass/mid terminals on the
speaker. In most instances, this
improves sound quality so long
as identical cables are used.
Bi-amping is using two stereo
amps to drive one pair of
speakers, using one amp to
drive the treble and the other
for the bass/mid sections of
the speakers.

WHY DO VALVE AMPS HAVE
SOLITTLEPOWER?

Valve amps are inherently low
powered in absolute terms — at
least when you compare them
to their transistor-based
cousins. But when partnered
with high-sensitivity
loudspeakers, they are quite
capable of producing perfectly
adequate head-banging levels.

Exposure
2010 £599

september 2005

—=

¢

Another cracking integrated from the
Exposure stable — admirable musical
insightand communication ata
thoroughly sensible price. Top stuff.

BEST BUY
Naim
NAC 112x/NAP 150x £1,475
Naim’s new entry-level pre/power amp is
a fabulously engaging combo. As you'd
expect, rhythm and timing are to the fore,
with a healthy dollop of finesse to boot.

BEST BUY

DICE

Primare
PRE30/A30.2 £2,400

Beautifully made and with a sound to
match, this Scandinavian pre/power
combines warmth and body with energy
and detail - a truly musical performer.
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STEREO AMPLIFIERS

z & 3
£ 8 & 5
Inte ifi z : § % é E
grated amplifiers z 2 2/8 <2 &
BADGE? = PRODUCT COMMENTS 8 9 &8 = 8
UP 10 £1,000
(] Arcam DiVA A5 Plus 370  Highly articulate and fluent, offers unusual insight for its price 5 40 232
Arcam DiVA A80 600  Arcam’s most successful mid-range amp to date — sophisticated control system and crisp, detailed sound 6 90 251
5] Arcam DiVA A90 850  Enhanced replacement for A85, convertible to 7.1 sound with the addition of an add-on module and extra P90 power amps 6 opt 90 250
] Audio Analogue Primo 475 Small, stylish amp with a smooth and beguiling sound. Makes a fine partner for AA's equally compact Primo CD player 5 opt 70 255
[7]  Cambridge Audio Azur 540A 200 A well built and fully featured amplifier that costs this little should not sound this revealing 6 opt 50 255
Cambridge Audio Azur 640A 250  Cambridge has a powerful weapon in the battle for budget amp supremacy, it's a lot of musical entertainment for the money 5 opt 65 250
Cyrus 6vs 600  Bestseenin aCyrusrack but capable of sweet sounds elsewhere too. Impressively clean and agile but lacking musical grunt 7 40 262
Cyrus 8vs 800  Slightly inferior to Cyrus 6vs, but the tables are turned with the add-on PSX-R power supply —in that form it's a real Best Buy 7 70 261
[5]  Electrocompaniet ECI3 999  Large and fairly powerful, with individual looks and very refined sound 6 70 262
E3| Exposure 2010 S 599  Beneath the unassuming exterior lurks a very capable performer that's passionate about music 6 opt 75 262
= Marantz PM4400 OSE 250  Highly competent and well specified — a lively performer that makes great music 5 50 256
=] Marantz PM7200 330  High power, plenty of features and remarkably clear and informative sound with lots of impact 6 105 248
[E]  Musical Fidelity X-80 600  The entry-level to Musical Fidelity's amplifier range sounds both powerful and refined 4 55 255
[]  NADC352 350  Dynamic and musical sounding update on what was already a star product 7 80 253
] Naim Nait 5i 699 A trade-off of more power and better connectivity against less inputs works surprisingly well in a grunty, musical manner 4 50 252
Rega Mira 3 598 | Lively sound with good timing and frequency extension, if not quite as detailed as some 5 60 262
=] Rotel RA-03 499  Gutsy amp that's equally happy belting out anthems and whispering romantic secrets. Good phono stage too 5 70 265
= Rotel RA-1062 595 A great value amp with a detailed and engaging sound, and the ability to drive almost any speaker in its path ) 95 251
[e] Sugden A21a 899  This single-ended, Class A transistor amp has exquisite resolving ability and presence — an authentic classic 5 25 224
[F] Arcam FMJ A32 1,200  Uttra-civilised amp with plenty of features that's also highly revealing and musical 7 100 266
[ Audio Note Oto Line SE 1,599 = Single-ended valve amp lacks power but sounds remarkably delicate and coherent 5 opt 10 254
[*]  Audio Analogue Maestro S. 1,750 = The beautifully made Maestro Settanta sounds fast, deep and very smooth, though perhaps not the most dynamic 5 70 257
[ Audio Research VSi55 2,895  Superb all-rounder provides the delights of valve amplification without sacrificing convenience 5 50 254
= AVI Laboratory Series 1,399  Terrific power, control and resolution — effortlessly musical and fine value 6 opt 200 241
] Copland CSA29 1,900 A hybrid valve/solid state amplifier that gets close to offering the best of both worlds 6 opt 85 255
Krell KAV-400xi 2,698  The best integrated Krell yet is quick, agile, solid and finely detailed 5 200 247
[ Maranz PM-11S1 2,500 A good-looking, well-endowed, high-quality amp that's a great match for the impressive SA-11S1 stereo CD/SACD player 6 100 265
] Mooni-3 1,595  Powerful Canadian amp whose lively presentation is particularly suited to big-scale music 6 100 265
] Primare 130 1,500 A smooth, sophisticated yet agile performer, and beautifully built too 6 100 267
Sugden A21SE 1,995  Hot-running Class A amplifier that sounds more delicious than most. A definite step up from the classic A21a 4 40 268
=] Unison Research Unico 200 3,000  Hybrid integrated with high power/quality low power modes combines much of the best of solid state and valve design 5 200 269
our favourite [%] BEST BUY [EE] EDITOR'S CHOICE
STEREO AMPLIFIERS A
35 _2:23¢g
Pre/power amplifiers AHEHEIEE:
BADGE? | PRODUCT £ COMMENTS % % % E 5 E E
UP T0 £2.000
[F] | Arcam FMJ A32/P35 1,980 One of the few correctly matched integrated/power combinations, the sound has real gravitas and sophistication 100 227
Cyrus DAC XP 2,200 A knockout DAC/pre with naturalness and resolution to die for and six digital inputs for signals up to 96kHz 2 266
Densen Beat 200/300 1,985 Classy jet black cast boxes pack plenty of punch with good total musical coherence (remote £300 extra) 6 opt opt 100 216
Densen Beat B-250/B-350 8,200 Upgradeable to surround, with sweet preamp and slightly coloured power amp, but sound is big and assured 6 125 270
=] Exposure 2010 S Integrated/Power 1,098  Bi-amping with the additional power amp increases the musical communication of an already fine integrated 6 75 264
[ Naim NAC 112x/NAP 150x 1,475 Uprated entry-level Naim pre/power is a master of musical communication 6 50 262
] Quad 99/909 1,650  Well thought out and well executed, with good strong sound and just a little veiling 5 136 256
ABOVE £2,000
Border Patrol P20 6,750 Muscular 3008 push-pull design with fluidity and dynamics to match the best 20 231
Bryston BP25/4BSST 4,000 Extremely transparent, high-power combo, you'll listen louder and longer because you can 8 opt 300 241

5738 LINE INPUTS Input sockets for source components with a line level output: CD players, DVD players, tape decks, tuners, phono stages etc. PHONO INPUT Input sockets and onboard phono stage for a cartridge
Either MM (moving magnet) or MC (moving coil), occasionally both. REMOTE CONTROL A remote control is supplied with the amplifier. HEADPHONE SOCKET To drive your cans with
POWER OUTPUT Manufacturer's rated output in watts per channel.
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Pre/power amplifiers

BADGE? | PRODUCT

STEREO AMPLIFIERS 1 T4l

532 ¢c 83 &g

¢ COMMENTS 3 3 ; E é ; 2
9,800  Among the finest amps available, the resolution of this preamp and power amp challenges the best at any price 6 300 249
6,100  Small, muscular, beautifully made and styled and sounds like a dream [ 120 269
20,000 Valve preamp and solid-state power deliver some of the most transparent and naturally dynamic sounds around 5 350 264
4,156 ' Valve combo delivers fine measured and subjective performance and inspires great confidence 6 50 254
6,000  Understated monoblocks with real transparency to the fine detail, passion and energy in your record collection 180 253
2,790  Highly natural and dynamic amplifier that offers the fluidity and energy of valves via transistors 6 opt 70 241
3,430  Creamy smooth, yet lets you hear all the fine detail that goes to making a tonally rich, dynamically strong sound 5 opt 265
3,950 A great power amp that's now even better — one of the best regardless of price 200 247
25,550  Extravagant, extreme and massive amp combo will probably polarise opinions, but delivers stunning midrange clarity 5 225 243
12,745 ' Uncommonly musical valve/transistor hybrid transcends stereotypes, one of the genuine high achievers 9 opt 125 250
14,998 Reference class amplifier may represent overkill in many systems, but when no compromise is called for, this is it 700 234
6,000 Beautifully executed example of Scots audio art, sounds as clean as it looks and is a lot more transparent than most 4 238
2,720 ' More sophisticated than its forebears with a fleet-footed sound that draws you into the music 8 70 241
11,875  Wonderful neutrality, bandwidth and dynamic range, plus Naim's traditional leading-edge definition 140 208
12,100 Extremely expensive preamp, but still solid value. Magnificent sound with fine flexibility and convenience 6 233
2,400  Smart kit that lives up to the visual promise with gorgeous sound — a really musical performer 7 128 256

ENEIRE
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Chapter Preface/Il+
Chord Prima/Mezzo 140
Conrad-Johnson ACT2/Prem 350SA

EAR 864/534
ECS EA-1

Exposure XXIIZXXVIII

Gamut D3
Gamut D200 Mk3

Halcro dm10/dm68
Hovland HP-100/RADIA

Krell FPB 700cx

Linn Klimax Kontrol
Naim NAC 202/NAP 200

Naim NAP 500
Naim NAC 552

Primare PRE30/A30.2

AV AMPLIFIERS

Surround sound amps for music and movies

The multichannel, surround sound or
AV amplifier is a popular option,
~ thanks to the success of the DVD

player and home cinema. Now you can buy
five channels or more of amplification for
the price of two. Now that multichannel
music is also on the agenda, there's a lot to
be said for a good AV amp or receiver (an
amp with a radio tuner built in).

So if you fancy hearing what DVD-Audio,
SACD or even music DVD-Video can do,
then check out a multichannel amp and
speaker set-up — they're stunning with
movies and none too shabby with music.

AV amps are usually designed primarily
for movies and come with digital
processing for the various soundtrack
formats — Dolby Pro-Logic (analogue),
Dolby Digital and DTS, which offer discrete
surround sound in 5.1 and 7.1 channel
formats. More ambitious designs also offer
THX post processing, designed to emulate
the sound of the mixing theatre at home.

Processing in AV amps is needed because
the surround formats on DVD-Vs are
compressed, limiting their high-fidelity

With DVD-Audio and SACD offering high-
quality multichannel music, surround
sound is no longer just a home cinema
thing. An increasing number of people
want to build a multichannel system that
will do their music as well as their movie

potential. This is why new formats SACD
and DVD-A, which don't use 'lossy’
compression, were created for music.

All this processing power can take its toll
on analogue formats. The best multichannel
amps for music are often the simplest, but
any that offer a complete bypass option with
six-channel input are suitable. It's also worth
looking at real power — five or seven
channels of amplification are not easy to
produce with a feeble power supply, and the
cheaper amps in particular often fail to live
up to the claims.

0&A

HOW MANY CHANNELS?
Depends on how many speakers
you want. Multichannel music
discs come with six or 5.1
channels, but for new movies,
7.1 is where it's at. 7.1 set-ups
also mean you have speakers
directly behind you — preferable
for music discs.

WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN A PROCESSOR
AND AN AV AMP?

Processors don't have built-in
amplification and you need
separate power amps. AV amps
and receivers have processing
and amps in the same box.

WHAT DOES THE .1

IN 5.1 STAND FOR?

This is the LFE (low frequency
effects) or bass channel that is
reproduced by a subwoofer.

MEETS SURROUNDSOUND |

DVDs justice, and the number of AV
products delivering sufficient quality is
on the increase. But most aren't cheap -
building a top-quality system with five or
more channels is inevitably more
expensive than sticking with stereo. There

are some very decent integrated options
below £1,000, though the best (and most
costly) route is to buy a separate
processor and power amp(s). Or you can
add AV amplification to a stereo model
you can't bear to part with.
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y
STR-DB795 £300
Sony’s latest little box of AV tricks is
astonishingly good forthe money — great
with cinema and unusually fine with music.

Pioneer

VSA-AX10AI £3,200

An astoundingly thorough multichannel
tour de force, stuffed with features and
impressivein both stereo and full
surround, such as i.Link connectivity.

Denon
AVR-3805 £1,000

Combines admirable sound across all
music and movie formats with features
like full auto set-up, i.Link and the latest
surround formats - a class act at £1,000.

Arca

our favourite (5] BEST BUY [EE] EDITOR'S CHOICE

Qaasanééé sa g

AV8/P7 £5,750
- Afantastic achievement from this
' respected UK brand -a top-ranking AV

processor and seven-channel poweramp.

AV AMPLIFIERS i,
c gl Bl 2
Multichannel amplifiers &z § g ';“
BADGE? | PRODUCT £ COMMENTS E % E g %
MULTICHANNEL INTEGRATED AMPS
[E£] Arcam AVR300 1,300  Cracking all-round music and movie ability sets the Arcam apart from the AV crowd 100 257
Denon AVR-2803 650  Merely ‘average’ sound but it's impossible to argue against the flexibility and value of its engineering 9 130 251
=] Denon AVR-3805 1,000  Upgraded sound, new processing algorithms and a great remote control make this a superb mid-market multichannel buy 120 256
Denon AVC-ATXV 4,000 Inelegant, but powerful and effective tool with excellent auto set-up and capable of driving two 5.1 systems simultaneously 170 266
Lexicon RV-8 5,000  Classy multi-zone receiver lacks high tech digital attributes (HDMI etc) but majors on very effective audio engineering 10 140 267
Marantz SR9300 2,000  Not a high flyer, just a thoroughly enjoyable, warm and attractive sounding receiver with music and film soundtracks alike 105 252
Marantz SR-12S51 3,000 = Amultichannel amp that can be taken seriously in stereo too. Resources are in the engineering rather than the gimmickry 3 160 255
Pathos Cinema-X 4,750  No processing, just sexy Italian style, a sextet of valves and the chance of 450 watts in stereo! Cultured sound, too 5 110 270
[E2] Pioneer VSA-AX5i 1,200 = Standard setter in its price category, with i.Link digital interface and MCACC auto set-up 11 100 248
Pioneer VSA-AX10Ai 3,200 = State of the art one-box amplifier with enhanced sound quality, auto set-up and other enhancements 10 1501 260
[e2] Sony STR-DB795 300 | Asuperb value little amplifier, well appointed technically and successfully tuned for UK ears 7 100 260
Sony TA-DA9000ES 2,600  Arguably the first convincing fully digital amplifier, an excellent match for players with i.Link encrypted outputs 10 200 253
[=] Arcam A90+7.1 mod, P90/3 1,920  Add Arcam’s multichannel module and a P90/3 power amp to the A90 stereo integrated and you've got got superb purist 5.1 8 90 ' 250
Arcam AV8/P7 5,750  State-of-the-art processor (£3,150) and seven-channel power amp (£2,600). An excellent fusion of stereo and surround sound 7 180 235
Copland CVA306/CVAS35 3,748  Tube analogue six-channel pre transforms multichannel audio from a novelty into a genuine advance for the high fidelity art 5 125 236
Cyrus AV8/3x Smartpower 2,900  Classic Cyrus sound translated to a multichannel arena, limited features and power, but civilised sound 3 105 238
£ EAD TheaterMaster 8800 4,500  One of the most ‘musical’ sounding AV prcoessors to date — great with the matching PowerMaster 8300 multichannel power amp 9 242
Linn Exotik 1,750 Is hi-fi ready to make the jump to multichannel music? Linn think so with this musical preamplifier 4 260
Meridian 861 9,833 Powerful surround processor with flexible modular construction, marvellous versatility to drive any speaker configuration 6 230
Naim AV2/NAPV175/NAP150 4,175  First truly credible multichannel system from Naim is idiosyncratic but offers excellent basic sound with modest spatial steering 5 50 238
Parasound Halo C1/A51 8,500  Powerful and flexible processor/power amp combo with impressive sound. Excellent value — processor includes onboard screen 1 250 243
[&] Primare SP31.7/A30.5 4,200  Great all-round system which brings the qualities of good stereo high fidelity to a multichannel world 5 120 238

IEZZSIT38 RECEIVER Integrated multichannel amp with built-in radio tuner. LINE INPUTS Input sockets for source components with a line level output: CO players, DVD players, tape decks, tuners, phono stages etc.
7.1 CHANNEL COMPATIBLE The amp either has seven-channel in and outputs or in some instances is equipped with seven channels of amplification
5-CHANNEL POWER (W) Power output in watts per channel of all channels driven by the amp

STEREO SPEAKERS

hyperion theta

'a?is townshend
oetsu

krell

magnum dynalab

martin logan waterf:

Stereo speakers

BADGE? | PRODUCT

£

goldring wilson audio
myryad & many more..
Wadia Prima Luna

3 NEW ProlLogue Models instock
Three £949, Four £699 & Five £949

o

Model 861 & 302 (shown)
Ground breaking £3,999

5 sales@guildfordaudio.co.uk
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[]  Acoustic EnergyAegisEvo 1. 180  An unusually classy and sophisticated performer for the price; laid-back sound and good looks too 19,36,24 A 30 226
[F]  ATCSCMm12 999  Magnificent main driver confers great authority, grip and smoothness, though upper bass a little lean 22,39,26 A- 55 253
[]  AVINeutron IV 499 A great example of whatcan be done with a genuinely small speaker, but the warts-and-all balance won't suit all 15,27,21 A- 65 260
[]  B&w DM303 180 | Chunky looking and lively sounding, with deep bass, a fine midband and a restrained top end 20,33,23 A 23 226
(%]  B&w DMB02 S3 300  Old-fashioned size/shape, but this timeless design has a rare combination of grip, authority and headroom 24,49,29 A 25 234
[ B&W DM603 S3 600  Excellent all-rounder, smooth for its price with fine bass and mid, though top might be more refined 20,91,29 A-1 25 231
[l B&W 705 900  Deft, delicate and delightful, if a little bass light, with clever enclosure and driver engineering 22,42,29 A 35 253
[]  Castle Richmond 3i 320  Does most things well and the most important thing - musical communication - remarkably well for the price 17,33,23 60 260
(] Castle Conway 3 930  Lovely real wood finish and a beautifully balanced sound, fine dynamics and transients, but might have more ‘air’ 22,9127 A+ 30 237
[#]  Castle Harlech S2 1,000  Improved Harlech is slightly aggressive, but lots of fun, and very good-looking too 20,96,33 A 50 219
[#] Dynaudio Audience 42 400  An aristocrat of the vinyl-covered miniature breed. A terrific small speaker for the price 17,29,24 40 215

Dynaudio Audience 52 557 Brilliant neutrality, though a little understated dynamically (wood veneered version, as tested — £647) 20,33,26 A- 30 250

Dynaudio Audience 62 729  Pricey but cute vinyl floorstander that is a class act sonically — lightweight, but clean and dextrous 20,86,26 30 231
[esl Fnne FI Q3 20N Few affordahle aneakers sniind as clean and convincina while takina tn <o little real estate 18.27.19 A- 60 241



STEREO SPEAKERS

Speaker pairs for stereo sound

While loudspeakers are relatively

straightforward in construction, they

have one of the most difficult jobs in
hi-fi - turning an electrical signal into an
acoustic one. Most consist of two or more
drive units in a box that usually has a port
in it to make life easier for the cone in your
mid and/or bass driver. Alternatives to this
arrangement include panel speakers, which
use electrostatic or ribbon technology, and
horns, which use drive units in complex
cabinets that greatly improve efficiency.

Box speakers are either designed to stand

on the floor (floorstanders) or on a stand
(stand or shelfmounts). Floorstanders have
greater internal volume which can translate
into greater efficiency and/or bass
extension, but less substantial designs also
introduce cabinet resonance and thus
distortion. But they don't need stands and
therefore have the aesthetic edge.
Standmounts have less cabinet to vibrate
and often score in terms of imaging and
timing, but need good stands to work well.

Positioning

The closer the speaker is to a wall, the
greater the reinforcement of bass. As all
rooms differ, there's no simple formula for

Choosing speakers

Because speakers and the rooms they are
used in vary so much, choosing a pair tends
to be quite subjective. To find some that
will suit you, try to listen to a good variety

IF SPEAKERS ARE RATED AT
75 WATTS, DOES THAT MEAN
INEEDA 75 WATT AMP?

No, see the box on power for

il Pl

placement and experimentation will yield

[ N P N '

to hear how they differ, and if possible,

Just what you would expect from

Style, Quality

# % % %% February 2005 - What Hi-Fi
Epos M5 Speaker
Supertest Winner

*k kKK June 2005 What Hi-Fi
Epos M22 Speaker

S star rating

# K KKK March 2005 - What Hi-Fi 1 8 22 3¢
ELS Subwoofer

5 Star rating

July 2005 - What Hi-Fi
M12.2 Speaker
Group Test Winner

August 2005 - Hi Fi Choice
Epos M5 Speaker
Best Buy

= April 2005 - Hi-Fi Choice W
* Epos M12.2 Speaker o
Best Buy Award

Epos ltd. 12 Avebury Court, Mark Rd, Hemel Hempstead, HP2 7TA.

T 01442 260 146 F 01442 243 766
E info@epos-acoustics.com W www.epos-acoustics.com

Brands: NAD S - 3 .
Artcoustic Naim Established in 1988. Today we are one of the leading specialists
Audio Aero Nordost in audio, home cinema, audio-visual and multi-media installations.
Audio Analogue Opera :
NS Reseorgch Opus You can be 100% sure of exceptional service, backup, long-term
Avid Parasound support and a wide-selection of many of the worlds most famous
Blok Pathos Acoustics and renowned hifi products.

Bose Pioneer

Burmeser Prima Luna We provide a full range of custom installations for the home as
Canion Projekt well as hotel and commercial premises. We can even provide
530%0”(? E}ured outdoor speakers for the garden that look like rocks! Site visits

arT Zeel uvadraspire and surveys can be easily arranged - please ask.

Denon REL Y Y 9 P

Dreamvision Sennheiser Our installations range from the invisible to the dramatic and we

Sharo Aauos LCD

Fuiitsu Arftnmmihins thn i R h Al Sl i A A e

~ira bAoA



Sony
STR-DB795 £300

Sony’s latest little box of AV tricks is

astonishingly good forthe money

- great

with cinema and unusually fine with music.

Pioneer

AVR-3805 £1,000 VSA-AX10AI £3,200

Combines admirable sound across all An astoundinglythorough multichannel AV8/P7 £5 ;7 50

music and movie formats with features tour de force, stuffed with features and Afantastic achievement from this

like full auto set-up, i.Link and the latest impressive in both stereo and full respected UK brand - a top-ranking AV
surround formats - a class act at £1,000. surround, such asi.Link connectivity. processor and seven-channel poweramp.

nur favourite [E2] BESTBUY [EE] EDITOR'S CHOICE

|___ SPECIFICATIONS __|
AV AMPLIFIERS i
. - c 8 X
Multichannel amplifiers 22 2%
BADGE? | PRODUCT £ COMMENTS i % E g
MULTICHANNEL INTEGRATED AMPS
] Arcam AVR300 1,300  Cracking all-round music and movie ability sets the Arcam apart from the AV crowd 8 100 257
Denon AVR-2803 650  Merely ‘average’ sound but it's impossible to argue against the flexibility and value of its engineering 9 130 251
[=] Denon AVR-3805 1,000  Upgraded sound, new processing algorithms and a great remote control make this a superb mid-market multichannel buy 120 256
Denon AVC-A1XV 4,000 Inelegant, but powerful and effective tool with excellent auto set-up and capable of driving two 5.1 systems simultaneously 170 266
Lexicon RV-8 5,000  Classy multi-zone receiver lacks high tech digital attributes (HDMI etc) but majors on very effective audio engineering 10 140 267
Marantz SR9300 2,000  Not a high flyer, just a thoroughly enjoyable, warm and attractive sounding receiver with music and film soundtracks alike 105 252
Marantz SR-1251 3,000 A multichannel amp that can be taken seriously in stereo too. Resources are in the engineering rather than the gimmickry 3 160 255
Pathos Cinema-X 4,750  No processing, just sexy ltalian style, a sextet of valves and the chance of 450 watts in stereo! Cultured sound, too B 110 270
(=] Pioneer VSA-AX5i 1,200  Standard setter in its price category, with i.Link digital interface and MCACC auto set-up 1 100 248
Pioneer VSA-AX10Ai 3,200  State of the art one-box amplifier with enhanced sound quality, auto set-up and other enhancements 10 150 260
(] Sony STR-DB795 300 A superb value little amplifier, well appointed technically and successfully tuned for UK ears 7 100 260
Sony TA-DA9000ES 2,600  Arguably the first convincing fully digital amplifier, an excellent match for players with i.Link encrypted outputs 10 200 253
(=] Arcam A90+7.1 mod, P90/3 1,920  Add Arcam’s multichannel module and a P90/3 power amp to the A90 stereo integrated and you've got got superb purist 5.1 8 90 250
Arcam AV8/P7 5,750  State-of-the-art processor (£3,150) and seven-channel power amp (£2,600). An excellent fusion of stereo and surround sound 7 180 235
Copland CVA306/CVA535 3,748  Tube analogue six-channel pre transforms multichannel audio from a novelty into a genuine advance for the high fidelity art 5 125 236
Cyrus AV8/3x Smartpower 2,900  Classic Cyrus sound translated to a multichannel arena, limited features and power, but civilised sound 3 105 238
EAD TheaterMaster 8800 4,500  One of the most ‘musical’ sounding AV prcoessors to date — great with the matching PowerMaster 8300 multichannel power amp 9 242
Linn Exotik 1,750 Is hi-fi ready to make the jump to multichannel music? Linn think so with this musical preamplifier 4 260
Meridian 861 9,833 Powerful surround processor with flexible modular construction, marvellous versatility to drive any speaker configuration 6 230
Naim AV2/NAPV175/NAP150 4,175  First truly credible multichannel system from Naim is idiosyncratic but offers excellent basic sound with modest spatial steering 5 50 238
Parasound Halo C1/A51 8,500  Powerful and flexible processor/power amp combo with impressive sound. Excellent value — processor includes onboard screen 1h 250 243
[] Primare SP31.7/A30.5 4,200  Great all-round system which brings the qualities of good stereo high fidelity to a multichannel world 5 120 238

EEEIEA RECEIVER Integrated multichannel amp with built-in radio tuner. LINE INPUTS Input sockets for source components with a line level output: CD players, DVD players, tape decks, tuners, phono stages etc
7.1 CHANNEL COMPATIBLE The amp either has seven-channel in and outputs or in some instances is equipped with seven channels of amplification.
5-CHANNEL POWER (W) Power output in watts per channel of all channels driven by the amp

hyperion theta

'ag)i: townshend
oetsu transparent

krell unison research

magnum dynalab wadia

martin logan waterfall
goldring wilson audio
myryad & many more..

/adia Prima Luna
Maodel 861 & 302 (shown) L3 1 3 NEW Prologue Models instock
Ground breaking £3,999 Three £949, Four £699 & Five £949

sales@guildfordaudio.co.uk
www.guildfordaudio.co.uk
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STEREO SPEAKERS

Speaker pairs for stereo sound

HI-FI CHOICE

While loudspeakers are relatively

straightforward in construction, they

have one of the most difficult jobs in
hi-fi — turning an electrical signal into an
acoustic one. Most consist of two or more
drive units in a box that usually has a port
in it to make life easier for the cone in your
mid and/or bass driver. Alternatives to this
arrangement include panel speakers, which
use electrostatic or ribbon technology, and
horns, which use drive units in complex
cabinets that greatly improve efficiency.

Box speakers are either designed to stand

on the floor (floorstanders) or on a stand
(stand or shelfmounts). Floorstanders have
greater internal volume which can translate
into greater efficiency and/or bass
extension, but less substantial designs also
introduce cabinet resonance and thus
distortion. But they don't need stands and
therefore have the aesthetic edge.
Standmounts have less cabinet to vibrate
and often score in terms of imaging and
timing, but need good stands to work well.

Positioning

The closer the speaker is to a wall, the
greater the reinforcement of bass. As all
rooms differ, there's no simple formula for
placement and experimentation will yield
the best results. Altering the angle at
which the speakers face the listenercan
also make a difference to balance and
stereo image.

Going multichannel

Many stereo speakers can be augmented
with centre and surround channels from the
same brand to create a multichannel
system. The most important element is a
centre channel, which needs to match the
stereo pair as closely as possible. For the
best musical results, surrounds should be as
per the front left and right channels, but if
space or funds don't permit, smaller designs
can be used quite effectively.

_POWER

| Though some speakers have a power rating,
this isn't as informative as a rating for how
| difficult they are to drive, nor does it

| indicate wattage extremes for the
partnering amp. In practice, an amplifier
cannot be too powerful. Our listings quote

| ease of drive to indicate how much power

| C—

Choosing speakers

Because speakers and the rooms they are
used in vary so much, choosing a pair tends
to be quite subjective. To find some that
will suit you, try to listen to a good variety
to hear how they differ, and if possible,
audition some at home. Tonal balance
tends to vary the most, but is less important
than more subtle factors such as timing
and dynamics. Finally, listen with your ears
not your eyes — great-looking speakers
aren't necessarily great sounding.

Spikes

Floorstanding speakers and stands have
threaded inserts for spikes that allow rigid
coupling with the floor. These have the
advantage of draining resonance from the
speaker and giving tighter bass, but can
result in more vibration getting back to the
electronics and often cause the floor to
resonate as well.

your amp needs to avoid a mismatch. An
above-average (A+) speaker will work with
amps rated at 25W plus, while an average
(A) speaker will need 50W or more, and a
below average (A-) speaker could require
100W plus to sound its best. These are
guidelines rather than rules.

september 2005

IF SPEAKERS ARE RATED AT
75 WATTS, DOES THAT MEAN
INEED A 75 WATT AMP?

No, see the box on power for
the full story.

WHICH SPEAKERS ARE BEST
FOR SMALL ROOMS?

Those designed to work close to
the wall will be smoother in
confined spaces. Speakers that
have relatively dry, tight bass
will also sound better.

WHICH SPEAKERS ARE BEST
FOR BIG ROOMS?

Big, efficient, easy-to-drive
designs are more likely to be
able to fill a room better than
compact models.

DO I NEED TO BUY CENTRE
AND SURROUND CHANNELS
FROM THE SAME BRAND AS
MY STEREO SPEAKERS?
Yes, assuming that you're
wanting to create a
homogenous surround sound
experience, where voices don't
change when they move from
one channel to another.




EST BUY

Tannoy » PMC B&W Mordaunt-Short

Sensys DC1 £449 GB1 £995 805S £1,600 Performance 6 £3,500
Anew dual-concentric main driver plus An attractively compact floorstander with A superbly well-engineered standmount This extraordinary speaker stands at the
super-tweeterin asolid standmount box a beautifully articulate sound and that’s capable of delivering magnificent pinnacle of Mordaunt-Short’s current
resultsin a neutral yet expressive speaker remarkable freedom from boxiness. A great musical communication, alongside range. State of the art resolution and
atavery tempting price. buy if you‘ve just under a grand to spend. superior subtlety and delicacy. imaging are among its many attributes.

our favourite [5] BEST BUY [EC] EDITOR'S CHOICE

STEREO SPEAKERS
Stereo speakers 2 |E|21218|2|8
BADGE? = PRODUCT f COMMENTS g ’5 % E § E %
UP 10 £1,000
[C]  Acoustic EnergyAegisEvo 1 180 An unusually classy and sophisticated performer for the price; laid-back sound and good looks too 19,36,24 A 30 226
[#]  ATCSCM12 999  Magnificent main driver confers great authority, grip and smoothness, though upper bass a little lean 22,39,26 A- 55 253
[#] AVI Neutron IV 499 A great example of what can be done with a genuinely small speaker, but the warts-and-all balance won't suit all 15,27,21 A- 65 260
] B&W DM303 180 = Chunky looking and lively sounding, with deep bass, a fine midband and a restrained top end 20,3323 Al 23 226
3| B&W DM602 S3 300  Old-fashioned size/shape, but this timeless design has a rare combination of grip, authority and headroom 24,49,29 A 25 234
3| B&W DME03 S3 600  Excellent all-rounder, smooth for its price with fine bass and mid, though top might be more refined 20,91,29 A- 25 231
3] B&W 705 900  Deft, delicate and delightful, if a little bass light, with clever enclosure and driver engineering 22,42,29 A 35 253
(] Castle Richmond 3i 320  Does most things well and the most important thing - musical communication - remarkably well for the price 17,33,23 A 60 260
(5] Castle Conway 3 930  Lovely real wood finish and a beautifully balanced sound, fine dynamics and transients, but might have more ‘air’ 22,9127 A+ 30 237
(] Castle Harlech S2 1,000  Improved Harlech is slightly aggressive, but lots of fun, and very good-looking too 20,96,33 Al50 219
[ Dynaudio Audience 42 400  An aristocrat of the vinyl-covered miniature breed. A terrific small speaker for the price 17,29,24 A 40 215
Dynaudio Audience 52 557 Brilliant neutrality, though a little understated dynamically (wood veneered version, as tested — £647) 20,33,26 A- 30 250
Dynaudio Audience 62 729 Pricey but cute vinyl floorstander that is a class act sonically — lightweight, but clean and dextrous 20,86,26 A 30 231
[] Epos ELS3 200  Few affordable speakers sound as clean and convincing while taking up so little real estate 18,27,19 A- 60 241
[#] Epos M5 349  Gorgeous miniature works well close to wall. Could be smoother but communicates with authority 18,33,21 A- 40 269
(=] Epos M12.2 450  Atrue classic stand-mount with lovely presentation, fine sound balance, superior coherence and low coloration  20,37,25 A- 40 265
(=] Focal-JMlab Chorus 707 S 350  The size and shape might be unfashionable, but this is an outstanding all-round performer at a very sharp price  24,49.30 Al 25 251
[E] Focal-JMlab Chorus 716 S 550  Not the smoothest around, but combines coherent voicing with fine dynamic expression and real authority 22,95,30 A 20 250
Focal-JMlab Chorus 726 S 780 Big generous sound with good dynamic freedom, hampered by some voice-band congestion 22,100,32 A+ 55 253
[&] Focal-JMlab Cobalt 816 S 999  Great all-rounder — lively and dynamic, smooth and neutral, marred only by a slight treble ‘sting’ 22,98,31 A- 25 242
Harbeth NRG2 650  Strikingly styled standmount majors on dynamic excitement at some expense in smoothness and coloration 19,34,29 A+ 42 263
KEF Q4 400  Beautiful, bijou three-way floorstander lacks some bass weight but has a lovely midband with low coloration 18,82,25 A 38 255
Leema Xen 1,000 A true micro-mini-monitor with remarkable powers of analysis and great musical insight, if a touch forward 14,22,23 A- 50 245
Monitor Audio Bronze B2 200 Alively and entertaining speaker with tight, controlled bass and a pronounced midband 19,35,25 A 42 238
[e] Monitor Audio Bronze B4 350 A beautifully balanced loudspeaker with fine overall dynamic range and good imaging 19,85,26 A 23 255
Monitor Audio Silver S8 800 A thoroughly impressive all-rounder, notable for its wide dynamic range, excellent imaging and fine neutrality 19,90,27 A 20 237
(=] Mordaunt-Short Avant 906 350  Capable and engaging, this neat design will complement the majority of sub-£500-per-component systems 18,85,27 A 45 254
(=] Naim n-SATS 695  Very discreet and informative, if a bit lean and forward. Just add an n-SUB for excellent all round results 20,29,21 A 50 268
Neat Petite Il 845  The treble is peaky, but this is still one of the most coherent and communicative miniatures around 20,31,20 A 30 211
PMC DB1+ 625  Now with sweeter treble, this fun-size tiny lacks some weight and authority, but is beautifully balanced 16,29,24 A 50 261
[F1  PMCTB2+ 795 This fine allrounder has a lovely laid-back neutrality, fine transparency, low coloration and a sweet treble 20,41,31 A 30 261
[=] PMC GB1 995 | Ultra-compact floorstander is beautifully clean, articulate and free from boxiness, with a notably delicate top end 16,92,24 A+ 30 257

IEEIZEXT3A SIZE WXHXD (CM) Width, height and depth of one cabinet in centimetres. FLOORSTANDER Speakers that don't require stands. EASE OF DRIVE How much power the amplifier needs (approximately) to drive the
loudspeaker effectively. A+ 25 watts plus A 50 watts plus A= 100 watts plus ACT Active — the speaker has its own in-built amplifier. BASS FROM How low the speaker goes — the smaller the number the deeper the bass.
FREE SPACE The speakers work best away from wall(s). CLOSE TO WALL The speakers will work best when up against a wall (but avoid corners).
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Just what you would expect from

Style, Quality

*kkkk February 2005 - What Hi-Fi A& & &%
Epos M5 Speaker
Supertest Winner

* KKK March 2005 — What Hi-Fi 1.8 8.8 8 ¢
ELS Subwoofer
5 Star rating

‘,“E?E“. April 2005 - Hi-Fi Choice WHRCHOICE

* Epos M12.2 Speaker *
Best Buy Award

& Power

June 2005 What Hi-Fi
Epos M22 Speaker
S star rating

July 2005 - What Hi-Fi
M12.2 Speaker
Group Test Winner

August 2005 - Hi Fi Choice
Epos M5 Speaker
Best Buy

Epos ltd. 12 Avebury Court, Mark Rd, Hemel Hempstead, HP2 7TA.

T 01442 260 146 F 01442 243 766
E info@epos-acoustics.com W www.epos-acoustics.com

Established in 1988. Today we are one of the leading specialists
in audio, home cinema, audio-visual and mult-media installations.

You can be 100% sure of exceptional sevice, backup, long-term
support and a wide-selection of many of the worlds most famous

We provide a full range of custom installations for the home as
well as hotel and commercial premises. We can even provide
outdoor speakers for the garden that look like rocks! Site visits

Qur installations range from the invisible to the dramatic and we
aim fo provide something that is both beautiful to the eye and

Brands: NAD

Artcoustic Naim

Audio Aero Nordost

Audio Analogue Opera

Audio Research Opus

Avid Parasound

Blok Pathos Acoustics and renowned hifi products.
Bose Pioneer

Burmester Prima Luna

Canton Projekt

Copland Pure

darTZeel Quadraspire and surveys can be easily aranged - please ask.
Denon REL

Dreamvision Sennheiser

Fujitsu Sharp Aquos LCD

Anthony Gallo SME

Graaf g Sonus Faber the ear.

Harman Kardon Speakercraft

Hitachi plasma
l-scan

Spectral tables
Stax

From a single component to a complete system, Oxford Audio
Consultants have the answers and just as important, the solutions.

Sonus Faber Stradivari > pictured right

Very rarely have we laid eyes on such a beautiful loudspeaker,
with a purity and depth of sound that makes the walls of any
listening room simply disappear before your very eyes/ears.

The Stradivari is Sonus Faber’s ultimate loudspeaker statement
and without question, one of the best speakers in the world to
ever grace our listening room. £22,000 really doesn’t seem
like a lot when you consider that true musical enjoyment is

Isoblue Stewart Screens

Isotek T&A

Jadis Tannoy

Jamo Teac

Kef Theta

Koetsu Tivoli

Krell Transparent cables

Lloewe Unison Research

lyra Triangle

Marantz Vogel

Martin logan Whest Audio ;

Michell Wilson Audio afterall - priceless !
Mission Wireworld :
Musical Fidelty s Jon Harker, Oxford Audio.

Oxford Audio Consultants Ltd
B OVE TO LISTEN

(visit our web site for
the latest information on
new/used equipment)

Cantay House Opening Hours Tel 01865 790 879

Park End Street mon-fri: 10am - 6pm Fax 01865 791 665

Oxford (closed thursday) jonharker@oxfordaudio.co.uk
OX1 1JD sat: 10am - S5pm www.oxfordaudio.co.uk
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nur favourite (2] BEST BUY [E8] EDITOR'S CHOICE = s

STEREO SPEAKERS
Stereo speakers s 2 2¢g3 8¢z
BADGE? PRODUC g COMMENTS g % ;’2 5 5 E B
(8] ProAc Tablette Ref Eight 699  Stunning standmount with electrostatic-like imagery. Its Signature brother costs £200 more and is even better!  15,27,23 A+ 40 267
] Quad21L 695  Elegant lacquer finish floorstander has a smooth, well balanced sound, even bass and good detail projection 21,80,26 A+ 25 263
58] Rega R1 298  Cute baby sounds busy, coherent and involving, if a touch thin. Sweet and delicate treble with even bass 15,32,24 A 50 269
(7] Rega R3 448 Discreet, pretty and fine value. A little lightweight but impressively open, it delivers music with great agility 20,76,28 A 40 265
[E]  Tannoy Fusion 4 350  This big d'Appolito twin two-way has fine coherence and dynamics. A neutral and even all-rounder 21,97,29 20 255
[]  Tannoy Sensys DC1 449 Modest sensitivity but beautifully balanced with fine authority at a very realistic price 21,41,29 A 40 245
Tannoy Eyris 1 600  Pricey but very cute standmount miniature; oddball, but has marvellous midband subtlety and delicacy 17,35,26 A+ 227
Tannoy Sensys DC2 649  Has impressive scale and weight with fine stereo imaging, but is also rather laid back, lacking easy agility 21,97,29 A 20 250
Tannoy Eyris 2 999  This super-slim and cutely different-looking floorstander is very communicative, despite weak treble 17,91,26 A 20 231
[e8] Triangle Antal ES 975 Neither pretty nor smooth but a very exuberant and involving communicator, with plenty of scale and expression  20,108,34 A 20 263
[E]  Triangle Titus ES 370 Not pretty but busy, coherent and involving, if a little thin. Sweet and delicate treble with even bass 18,37,30 A- 40 269
[ Triangle Comete ES 500 Bulky standmount lacks style but delivers engrossing musical coherence and vivid dynamics 20,42,34 A 40 265
[=] Acoustic Energy AET MKIIl 1,690  Luxury miniature has a laid-back but bouncy sound, a marvellous dynamic range and very superior imaging 19,31,25 A- 30 251
Acoustic Energy AE3 MKII 4,490 A beautifully neutral speaker with very wide dynamic range and superior imaging, plus lovely Art Deco styling 19,99,29 A 20 251
[E] Anthony Gallo Nucleus Ref 2,400  Occasionally raw, but engaging and capable beyond its physical stature 20,89,41 A 34 257
ATC Active 10 1,269  Stylish, active powerhouses with plenty of subtlety when required (balanced connection only) 23,39,31 act 45 221
6] ATC SCM35 1,999  If you want to hear the uncoloured truth about your record collection in all its glory, this is a speaker to treasure  23,88,30 A- 48 250
2] Audio Note AN-E/LX 2,650  Though not very pretty, this is a thoroughly entertaining speaker with great dynamic subtlety and integrity 36,79,27 A+ 22 256
[e€] Audiovector Mi 3 Signature 2,320 Smooth and beautifully balanced with superb neutrality, wide dynamic range and a warm, sweet character 20,100,29 A- 24 260
[5#] Audiovector Mi 3 Super 1,596 Dynamically very expressive, clear and intelligible voices, arguably even better value than the Signature version 20,100,29 A 20 267
Aurum Cantus Leisure 3SE 1,200  Fabulous lacquer finish and a classy ribbon tweeter. Sounds smooth and sweet, if a touch laid back 25,40,30 A 28 263
e8] B&W 704 1,400  Cleverly tapered enclosure and external tweeter delivers superior bass and treble, with a laid-back midband 22,96,32 A 20 257
B&W 802D 8,000  Great timing, superior dynamics and a sweet top end all enhance musical communication. Makes sweet music  37,115,56 A <20 267
[e] B&W 805S 1,600 A wonderfully communicative, entertaining and subtle speaker, despite some lack of tonal richness 24,39,33 A 25 266
(] B&W 703 2,000  Bass is immensely powerful and even, and the overall sound is lively and dynamic, though not overly smooth 23,101,36 A- 20 260
[ee] BC Acoustique ACT-A1 1,195  Exceptional focus, dynamic coherence and expression through the voice band, but bass could be more even 21,90,33 A+ 25 257
Beauhorn B2.2 Revelation 3,984  Magnificent midband and fine overall balance but limited bass is best with small-scale material 34,130,75 A+ 80 244
Bosendorfer VC 7 4,745 Unique design delivers superior dynamics that sound particularly convincing with acoustic and classical music ~ 19.5,135,40 A 37 265
(] Canton Vento 809DC 1,800  Quick, lively and agile, with fine overall coherence and expressive dynamics. A thoroughly impressive allrounder  25,112,35 A 30 267
Dali Helicon 400 3,300  Advanced drivers and enclosure give a generous sound with wide dynamic range and no boxiness 22,103,46 20 264
[e] Dynaudio Audience 82 1,460  Bulky, with vinyl finish, but offers exceptional neutrality, bass extension, power handling and loudness potential  22,106,36 A 30 229
Dynaudio Contour S 1.4 1,850  Sound has fine mid-to-treble coherence and neutrality, though port tuning was ill-suited to our room 19,40,36 A- 28 260
Eclipse TD Lulet 307/316 1,250  Extraordinary satellite plus sub solution sounds a cut above other sub/sats. Can be expanded to multichannel 12,16,16 act 40 247
Elac FS 607 X-Jet 5,000  Highly revealing and capable, the mid/tweeter provides impressive detail and depth of soundstage 29,108,33 A 28 269
Focal-JMlab Micro Utopia Be 3,500  New ‘Be’ version is clearly an exceptional standmount, capable of revealing the innate quality of the music 25,42.5,38 A 50 245
Focal-JMlab Diva Utopia Be 7,599  Lovely slimline speaker combines remarkable transparency with fine dynamics and gorgeous bass 25,110,53 A+ 30 255
Focal-JMIab Alto Utopia Be 11,000 Attractive and beautifully balanced, with fine bass alignment and focus, low coloration and very clean top end ~ 37,121,53 A- 20 248
Harbeth Super HLS 1,699  Looks old-fashioned, but classic monitor combines authority and transparency with good neutrality 33,64,31 A 30 233
o g,
< ] : . & my
The ﬁeautg{t/ /4%5/ ﬁom Cain & Cain ‘ ‘P J
Introduction

The openness and transparency

pays tribute to “classic” forms and F uenq Res
that the Abby speaker delivers, ﬁ;n( +/- 4db)

re-interpret them with current 7K

combined with excellent tonal
balance (in addition to high
efficiency and dynamics), has made

Abby “annoyingly good sounding”

thinking. The result is that Abbry has
succeeded and found a soft spot in

audiophile’s ears, hearts and homes
all across the world.

Mlnlmum /Nominal Impedance:
8 ohms

Bailey Subwoofer (from (£1,399)
250 Watt internal Amplifier.

as one dealer remarked. A superb matching subwoofer Adjustable Crossover 50Hz-8 Plus
This annoyingly good speakerhas  called the Bailey is also available. H'gh P&as i

seen fit to be driven in systems with AL o ghan 3

analog front ends costing twenty Specifications: 128HSE£‘§S dr::(; fom NI
times as much as the Abby. Abby (from £1,399) B

The ALV St S rideton %mgﬂz S(D 4 1) e Very special loudspeakers at very

into high efficiency speaker systems
of simple yet refined design. That

95db~1t(NatI~1 meter

sensible prices !!

Further information contact : AngelSound Audio * 01923 352 479 » www.angelsoundaudio.co.uk
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BUYER'S BIBLE

our favourite ] BEST BUY [EE] EDITOR'S CHOICE

STEREO SPEAKERS

Stereo speakers 5 % g % 2 g g

- BADGE?  PRODUCT £ COMMENTS = 3 5 58 8 F 5
! "‘ Living Voice Auditorium 1,700  Gloriously coherent and dynamic midband, though the top end is restrained and bass was uneven in our room 22,86,28 A- 30 247
: Living Voice Avatar OBX-R2 4,000  Has Dynamics, tonal colour, detail, space and time resolution in spades. External crossovers require extra cabling ~ 22,100,27 A+ 35 & 244
MartinLogan Mosaic 1,799  Curious hybrid construction marries many panel speaker-like attributes with moving coil simplicity 24,102,30 A- 46 257
[ MartinLogan Clarity 2,498  Relatively affordable and easy to live with electrostatic hybrid with class-leading resolving power 26,135,31 A- 46 « . 245
Mordaunt-Short Perf 6 3,500  Revolutionary enclosure design and aspirated tweeter make for a fast, hi-res ride 2412137 | @ |A- 35 264
Naim Ariva 1,275  Cute and discreet floorstander has superb bass and a wide dynamic range, but it could be smoother and sweeter = 23,88,31 A 25 259
Naim SL-2 4,995  Delivers magnificent musical analysis and communication skills in a notably discrete physical package 28,103,33 A- 20 232
| Neat Elite SE 1,499  Smooth and natural performer with notably expressive midband. Fine voice articulation and unusual sweetness ~ 20,90,18 A 25 267
Neat Ultimatum MFS 2,995  Wonderful five-driver standmount sounds bigger than it looks. Very spacious and informative 22,38,37 A+ 25 241
] PMCFB1+ 1,625  Nicely proportioned floorstander has a sweet top and a beautifully natural, open and restrained midband 20,100,30 A 20 260
PMC 0B1 2,450  Genuinely deep bass and lovely overall neutrality, though mid could have more tension and bass more punch ~ 20,103,33 A 20 243
PMC IB2 6,150  Stunning in an understated way, this speaker creeps up on you and hooks you with its transparency and power ~ 33,74,47 A- 25 237
ProAc Response D25 2,995  The traditional ProAc high-end detail mixed with greater efficiency and more pace - a splendid speaker 22,107,25 A+ 20 254
[ Rega R9 2,498  This subtle, laid back but very informative performer has a very superior dynamic range, especially in the bass = 17,103,39 Al20| @ 256
Revel F32 3,200  Meticulously balanced, tonally neutral design makes for a taut, well disciplined sound 22,105,39 A 30 265
E3] Ruark Talisman Ili 1,499  No bass demon, but a sophisticated and agile speaker epitomising Ruark’s design ideals 2208431 | @& | A 22 259
Sonus Faber Concerto Domus 1,799 Great choice, especially for acoustic material, which performs significantly above its price level 21,99,31 Al 35 @ 270
[[]  Sonus Faber CremonaA. 2,149 Standmount ‘Auditor’ version of the Cremona makes a soundstage bigger and better than its size suggests 19,35,32 A 48 246
Spendor S6e 1,495  Combines deep, powerful bass with an attractively open midband, but perhaps too much restraint up top 30,88,19 A+ 23 257
Spendor S9% 2,895  Animprovement on the original S9 — very entertaining at high levels with a fabulously open and weighty bass ~ 24,101,38 A+ 40 256
Tannoy Dimension TD8 4,000 This stylish speaker is a splendid all-rounder, with fine dynamics, precise imaging and minimal coloration 31,86,30 A- 25 240
[ Totem Forest 2,390  Low sensitivity but wonderfully open neutrality, at heart a beautifully communicative and musical loudspeaker 20,90,27 A 25 247
Triangle Naia 1,900  Exciting, vivid and communicative, but also a bit untidy and uneven, the Naia is a whole lot of fun 23,119,32 A- 25 247
Triangle Magellan Concerto 9,995  Scintillating midrange and treble, with tuneful, well-timed bass — a thoroughly engaging musical ride 28,149,34 A 35 262
(=] Usher Compass CP-6381 2,500  Lots of speaker for your money, with plenty of deep bass, unusual styling and massive build 35,127,65 A 20 270
Vivid Audio B1 6,590 Impressive cabinet design combined with hi-tech drivers to make truly world class speaker 27,110,38 A- 40 261
Wilson Benesch Curve 5,000  Much (but not all) of the ACT's performance in a much more compact and affordable package 23,91,37 A 28 254
Wilson Benesch ACT 8,400  Superb enclosure gives uncanny freedom from ‘boxiness’. Well balanced, but top end might be sweeter 23,108,36 A 20 252

AV SPEAKERS

Speaker solutions for multichannel surround sound

/" Multichannel speaker systems have a  monitor. Centre channels are usually wide  surround speakers in the [TU standard

{ front left/right (L/R) stereo pair, a and short for this reason. position which is as far behind the listener
" centre or dialogue channel, two (5.1) This should not be a barrier to great as the front channels are in front. 5.1 movie
or four (7.1) surround speakers and often a  surround for music and movies however,as  soundtracks tend to place surround
subwoofer. For best results, each of these many brands make centre channels witha  channels not so far behind and to the side
speakers bar the sub should be identical. very close sound to their L/R designs. of listeners. Usually, practical limitations
The problem is that few surround systems will dictate a limited range of placement
are dedicated to music and perform a home  Music vs movies options, but if you are a dedicated music
cinematic role as well, meaning the centre High-resolution SACD and DVD-A music fan, check out the ITU set-up regulations in
speaker has to sit above or below a video recordings tend to be mastered with the booklet supplied with SACD discs.
SRR e SUBWOOFERS
Ideally you should set up surround speakers speakers to give the best tonal match with the Subs start working where stereo speakers
with as much care as you would stereo systems,  centre. If there's more than just you listening, run out of steam at low frequencies. The
but practical issues tend to have a significant ‘toe in’ the speakers so that their axis crosses in idea is to create deeper, better<ontrolled
bearing on surround and centre speaker front of the listening position - this gives a bass rather than more of it. They usually
placement. Surround channels can be wider stereo image. And if there's a subwoofer have onboard amplification (active) and
floorstanding or wallmounted, and centres it should be placed near the front speakers. Use connect to either the LFE (Low Frequency
usually have to perch on the TV or underneath  a sound pressure metre (available from Tandy Effects) channel in a home cinema set-up
it. Given these limitations, adjust your L/R front  among others) to accurately set levels. or the speaker terminals in a stereo set-up.
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B&W Naim

ATC Linn
600 S3 package £900 n-SAT/CENT/SUB £3,385  Concept 3 £4,877 Akurate package £13,750
Incorporates 602s, 601s and an LCR 600 Five n-SATs, and n-CENT and an n-SUB Itmightnotlook as flashy as some, but the Linn has worked wonders with its new
centre speaker. Great in both stereo and make a highly engaging and (for Naim) qualityofengineeringin this ATC package multichannel speaker system - it’s not
multichannel surround modes. discreet multichannel package. ensures superb all-round performance. cheap, butits performance is breathtaking.

Our favourite 5o @ oomsooc

AV SPEAKER PACKAGES
258 &8
Multichannel speakers = 8302
BADGE? PRODUCT € | COMMENTS 2 25 &8 B8
(] ATC Concept 3 4,877  Extremely engaging, revealing and musical multichannel system providing 360 degrees of full-on entertainment A-| 612 opt 255
B&W 300 package 900  An excellent compromise between the requirements of music and those of home cinema (inc. subwoofer) A|l6]|27 241
=] B&W 600 S3 (602/601/LCR 600) 900  Unquestionably delivers the sonic goods. High-quality drivers in standmount enclosures A 5 22 224
Castle CAV Sterling 1,250  Lovely real wood veneers. Sound has fine dynamic drive and expression, but can sound a little hard A 5 28 224
Dynaudio Audience 42 package 1,142  Multichannel package for hi-fi purists with real authority and imaging, but needs subwoofer for full-bore movie sound A- 5 53 241
Final Sound Electrostatic system 4,875  Slim, attractive, electrostatic panels have clever connections, limited loudness but a breathtaking transparency A- 6 20 251
Focal-JMIab Electra package 3,017  Bold, solid system, tremendous consistency and easy to expand with an added subwoofer A 5 50 232
Linn Akurate (242/212/225/221) 13,750 An extremely capable system that offers new insights into the potential for multichannel audio A- 6 18 253
Mirage Omni 2 2,650  Dark tonality, but superb imagery makes this an excellent all-round choice A 5 30 232
= Mission m5 package 1,450  Main m52 is a clean, attractive full-range stereo speaker, while the m5as sub does big bass for movie fans A 6 28 241
Mordaunt-Short Genie 800 A prince among sub/sat packages — good integration and impressively little compromise compared to full-size models  A- 6 38 262
Mordaunt-Short Declaration 500 1,600  Good value vinyl THX Select package with Power Towers. Good authority, but must be 5.1-connected A 5 25 210
=] Naim n-SAT/n-CENT/n-SUB 3,385  Priced here as a 5.1 package, Naim's neat n-SATs and matching sub/centre make an exceptional compact ensemble A 6 20 268
Tannoy Arena 1,200  Fabulously stylish sub/sats with Dual Concentric drivers. Unusually revealing for the breed, but sub lacks refinement A 6 29 269
EASE OF DRIVE How much power the amplifier needs (approximately) to drive the loudspeaker effectively: A+ 25 watts plus A 50 watts plus A~ 100 watts plus.
NUMBER OF SPEAKERS The amount of individual loudspeakers in the package. BASS FROM How low the speaker goes, the smaller the number the deeper the bass.
FREE SPACE The speakers work best away from wall(s). CLOSE TO WALL The speakers will work best when up against a wall (but avoid corners).
nur favourite [-] BESTBUY [EE] EDITOR'S CHOICE
| SPECIFICATIONS |
SUBWOOFERS
Bass speakers E 2%
BADGE? ~ PRODUCT £ COMMENTS E 2 8
B&W PV1 950  Gorgeously styled sub shakes the air but not the floor, delivering a very clean sound with negligible coloration 29,3435 500 20 259
B&W ASW850 2,000 Does all the things subwoofers should do with music and movies alike, but transparently and seamlessly 53,56,52 1000 18 246
Monitor Audio ASW100 300  For the price, this compact subwoofer performs particularly well 32,32,34 120 27 225
] REL Stampede 550  Few subs at this price match the Stampede's subtlety and ease of integration. Much more hi-fi than AV 28,40,29 100 18 257
[=] REL Strata 5 700  Highly musical sub that integrates well but the REL Stampede offers near-identical performance for less money 32,46,33 150 18 257
REL Storm Il 900  Excellent sub with powerful, detailed and deep bass. Comprehensive facilities, including flexible filter adjustment 42,62,33 150 18 225
REL Storm 5 1,000  Well engineered, good bass depth, appropriate for mixed hi-fi & home cinema/multichannel systems 34,52,37 200 15 267
REL Stadium Il 1,500 It's a bulky piece of furniture, but offers superior filtering as well as an ability to delve deep into the bass nether regions 59,56,39 200 16 217
Titan Saturn 800  Very bulky sub has curious styling, but decent filtering gives good weight and headroom 72,48,72 200 20 239

SIZE WXHXD (CM) Width, height and depth of one cabinet in centimetres. POWER (W) How many watts the onboard amplifier of active models delivers
BASS FROM How low the sub goes, the smaller the number the deeper the bass.
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Acoustic Solid

LAT INTERNATIONAL - UsA
Power, Analogue, Tonearm, Digital,
Video interconnects and single and

biwire speaker cable.

One to One turntable

NEW FOR 2005
IC 300 Analog and DI-30 Digital
Interconnects, AC-2 MKIlI Power
cord, SS800 and SS1000 MKII
Speaker cables.

ACOUST'C SOL'D Small Royal Turntable hand polished aluminium

finish with 60cm aluminium platter,topped with a 6mm acrylic platter and leather
mat. Features a near zero tolerance bearing. Nylon thread belt - weight 25kg,

shown withType Two stand. One to One - with a cast resin base

Bosendorfer Loudspeakers, by the

company who make, arguably the best pianos in
the world. certainly the oldest piano maker - 1828

\\“'_—"—7 HiFi Choice April 2005
maganne

HiFi News and Record Review May 2005...The sound is
extrordinary in its overall balance. The VC7's are capable of excep-
tionally fine detail and dimensionality. In terms of the sensible com-
promises, the sheer musicality and sense of being there, the VC7 is
masterpiece. The Bosendorfer VC7 is for me a dream come true

Best Loudspeaker 2004 - Wallpaper Magazine

Le Festival Son et Image de Montréal 2004..... It was also
perfectly obvious that the Bésendorfer loudspeakers had the finest
reproduction of piano music that | have ever heard. Seeing the quali-
ty of the piano in the same room as the loudspeakers, | was
impressed, but not surprised. They obviously knew what they were
doing when they built these beauties......

AUDUSA EUPEN

The world's only true Ferrite
technology cables - a high
quality ferrite is extruded over
the conductor strands. Power
Cords - GNLM 5/2.5 (CSA 2.5)
and GNLM 05/04. From £48 for
Ié a1m cord termi-
nated with an IEC
and MK tough
plug. Also avail-
able are the CMS
Analog, Dlgital
and Video Inter-
connects with
RCA, XLR or
BNC connectors

WWW.AUDUSA.COM

LAT AC-2 MKII
Power cord
compare with
products costing
ten times as
much, then
decide

IC-200 MKII Interconnect
even better than before,
available with Jack, XLR,
Phono, Din connectors
and as a tonearm lead

AU DUSA OOM products include

ceramic speaker cable isolators from the USA,

LAT International maintenance prod-

ucts - Contact Cleaner, Record Cleaning solution,
CD/DVD disk cleaning solution Enhancement
products - Vibra Killers, C Diamond, Once &
Done and Green Line

T: 020 8241 9826, 020 8264 0249 F: 020 8241 0999 E: sales@audusa.com



HEADPHONES

For your ears only

Headphones come in several varieties and

some are designed for particular usage. The

majority of ‘cans’ use dynamic cone and
coil-type drive units and can be used with anything
from a personal stereo to a dedicated amplifier.
Other types also exist, most significantly
electrostatics that use a charged panel membrane
to produce a distinctly refined sound. These are
supplied with their own dedicated amplifiers, which
tends to increase the price.

Cans are split into several types. There are open and
closed-back designs, the latter being best for noisy (or
noise sensitive) environments as they minimise
leakage and intrusion. Open-back types tend to have
a more open, less ‘in-head’ sound. There are also
three variants of earpad design: circumaurals enclose
the ear and press on your head, supra-aurals press on

our favourite [55] BEST BUY [E] EDITOR'S CHOICE

BUYER'S BIBLE

the ear and intra-aurals sit in the ear and are
particularly popular with personal stereo users.

Getting the best from your cans

Getting a good result with headphones is not quite as
straightforward as it should be. Merely plugging
them into the output on your CD player or amp will
not give particularly engaging results unless you are
very lucky. If you are planning on serious listening,
invest in a dedicated amp - the increase in dynamics
is not in the least bit subtle. A variety of models are
made and prices start at around £80 for a QED, a
little more for designs from, say, Creek or Musical
Fidelity. And if you're really into cans, look up the
valve-powered Earmax.

SPECIFICATIONS

I o =1

Bl g2 8 2 3 B

S 25388 : ¢

Stereo headphones 2 2 E 3 3 2 % &
5|E|8|a8|8 58| &

BADGE? | PRODUCT £ COMMENTS g1l =y =1=1=1 =
[E] AKG K44 20  Lively, enjoyable and remarkably detailed: a bargain 190 219
(] AKG K270 Studio 129  Pro oriented design which is very transparent and great with acoustic material 270 230
AKG K1000 600  Neutral, analytical and completely out of the head sound, suitable for connection to speaker outputs only 270 244
Audio Technica ATH-D40fs 105  Detailed and involving sound with a professional ‘studio’ quality appeal 250 194
] Beyerdynamic DT990 160  Impeccable balance, very extended bass and treble, and bags of detail place this model ahead of the pack 250 245
(=] Grado SR-60 90  For sheer musical enjoyment these are hard to beat. Retro styling may not be to everyone's taste 200 194
(=] Grado SR325i 300 Highly sophisticated and detailed sound with great extension: check for comfort 200 270
] Philips HP890 70 A remarkably sophisticated and very comfortable headphone 330 219
Sennheiser HD595 150  Technology from upmarket HD650 model makes this a very revealing headphone that's also extremely comfortable 270 266
Sennheiser HD650 300  Astonishing resolution and hardly less impressive tonal balance make this a true hi-fi experience 260 252
Stax SRS-2020 Basic Sys. Il 349 Luxury option at its price, but the sound delivery is five-star quality all the way 295 205
Stax SR-001 Mk I 239  Expensive and power hungry, but this electrostatic drags personal stereo into the world of high fidelity 280 268

I35 (38 ELECTROSTATIC Uses electrostatic film instead of more common cone or dome dynamics. SUPRA-AURAL Earpads sit on ear rather than around it. CIRCUMAURAL Earpads rest on the head around the ears
OPEN BACK Vented capsules let sound in and out. CLOSED BACK Sealed capsules. WEIGHT In grams. 3.5MM JACK ADAPTOR Allows connection to personal stereos, computers etc

Please
contact
your
nearest
specialist
to find out

Harmonic chl’mologg award winning cables are now available for sale in the UK
The absolute sound and Stereophile cable of the year

144

...I prefer listening through the Harmonic Technology cable."
Michael Fremer, Stereophile, April, 2003
For prices and Procluct Alvailability contact:

Northwest —Acoustica (Chester) 01244 344 227

North midlands-Acoustica (Stafford) 01785 258 216
Midlands-Griffin Audio (Birmingham) 0121 224 7300

S.W London-Infidelity (Kingston upon Thames) 0208 943 3530
Bucks.- Hazlemere Audio (High Wycombe) 01494 865 829
Surrey-Guildford Audio (Guildford) 01483 537 577

South west-Audience (Bath) 01225 333 310

more about

our unique
60 days
money
back
guarantee
offer.

Naim 5

pin
available
from
stock

un r with ECS Amplifi
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the _.
audio
consultants

b Eclipse-TD 712z. These unusually shaped loudspeakers
produce imaging and soundstaging that can equal that
achieved with the best speakers costing several times
their price. Very sharp focus, very fast and probably the
best transients we have heard. Virtually no colouration,
a most revealing loudspeaker. With their custom stand

£4000 a pair.

¢ Conrad-johnson ACT 2
and Premier 350. This

i : 3 combination offers an

T

a Ayre Acoustics K-1 and V-1. This pre-power
combination offers an exceptionally high
level of transparency and deep soundstage
for the price. With a characteristically sharp
focussed image, the fully balanced circuits
offer a very neutral tonal balance. On a par
with the best amplifiers we have heard.

K-1 pre-amplifier £4995. V-1 power amplifier
(200wpc) £6495.

exceptionally transparent
and natural sound producing
a very 3 dimensional, large
soundstage. A reference
system. ACT 2 valve
pre-amplifier £13000.
Premier 350 power

amplifier (3sowpc) £8000.

Located approximately 15 minutes drive from 7 Comet House Demonstrations by appointment
Mondays to Saturdays 10:00 to 18:00.

either M4/Junction 12 or M3/Junction 6 with C
alleva Park
free and easy parking outside the building. It is advisable to call us before visiting.

Alderm
We have a home evaluation scheme for those lde p agken Part exchange welcome. Ex-demonstration
who might find this method more convenient. Reading and previously owned equipment listed on our website.
i L More info visit our new website www.audioconsultants.co.uk

AC/HFN/29

SCART

an dn

a sound connection !

SOURCE

K7
IW 4 VIDEO

Distributed in the UK by:

yen aan Hut me o -

Henley Designs, 01235511166
www.henleydesigns.co.uk




CABLES

Wires to hook your system together

/. Hii cables come in two varieties:

’ [2\,‘ interconnects and speaker cables.
S Analogue interconnects come in
preset lengths, generally with RCA (phono)
plugs attached, though some equipment uses

be fitted with screw or solder-on types.

Choosing cables is not quite as straightforward
as it might seem. One problem is that
components interact with the cables you use and
this often results in audible effects, but there are

Digital cables come in two flavours: electrical
and optical. In most instances electrical varieties
sound better than optical, given the choice, but
optical cables may be a better bet over long runs
(10m+). Optical inputs/outputs usually use

Toslink connectors, while most electrical types
use RCA plugs, but some opt for BNC
connection instead — check your components
before you buy.

XLR connectors for balanced connection - this
can be sonically advantageous, especially over
longer runs. Speaker cable is commonly sold by
the metre and can be used without plugs or can

few cables that are fundamentally incompatible
with any components, and we recommend the
advice of a good dealer. In any case, you should
look to spend as much as you can afford.

nur favourite [ BESTBUY [EC] EDITOR'S CHOICE

o
CABLES :
g |8 g o
Interconnects and speaker cables g % g g 3 %
BADGE? | PRODUCT £ COMMENTS o A T s
Black Rhodium lllusion 77 An upfront, lively, exciting cable which still manages subtlety when needed. Slight coloration though @ 248
Black Rhodium Opera 297  Very open, clear and detailed sound, with excellent extension at frequency extremes 260
Chord Company Signature 499  Silver plated, triple screened. Some granularity but great resolving ability, a good match for Chord Signature loudspeaker cable L 255
[ Chord Company Chorus 200 Very even-handed balance with notably extended bass 259
[ Ecosse The Composer 30 A high degree of realism and delicacy, and a fantastic price (0.8m) 211
Ecosse The Diva 100  Very good performance in all areas, with particularly fine, tuneful, bass (0.8m) 224
Kimber Silver Streak 242 Not the cheapest around, but more than justifies itself with terrific poise and balance of virtues 241
[=] Kimber Timbre 83  Typical Kimber construction with ditto sound — clean, extended and detailed 248
[ Monster Interlink 400 Mk2 70 Really lively and enjoyable sound at a sensible price 224
e8] Townshend DCT100 100  Unusual construction with copper strip conductors, giving very detailed sound, but just an occasional hint of hardness 241
Townshend Isolda DCT 300  Unusual construction and cryogenically treated too: whatever the reason, a remarkably capable wire 234
] van den Hul The Bay C5 45 Terrific detail, nice balance — a great cable 224
| van den Hul The Well 85  Hybrid cable with carbon-fibre conductors added. Very slight bass coloration does little to detract from fine performance 241
=] van den Hul D102 Mk lIl 79 Hybrid conductors (carbon and copper) and intelligent construction give strong bass and excellent detail i 234
[E| Wireworld Solstice 5 70 A cable with alll-round appeal — treble is slightly ‘dark’ but bass is excellent and the overall balance very good indeed L] 259
[ Black Rhodium Polar Scherzo 135 Highly detailed sound with notably solid and stable stereo imaging E 270
Kimber Select KS2020 629  Provides a subtle but rewarding lift in musicality with any DAC, justifying the price @ E 260
QED Qunex Signature 75~ 80 First-rate balance and imaging — ever so nearly as good as it gets at any price i E 265
[@] QED Qunex SR75 50  Lots of bass and good clear midrange and treble at a sensible price s E 234
[E] Supra ZAC 32 High grade fibre and quality plugs add up to a noticeable improvement over giveaway optical leads 0 259
= van den Hul Optocoupler Il 49 Noticeably has the edge over other optical leads, but still second best to electrical types 0 234
Black Rhodium S300 18  Tight, precise and extended bass makes this a great cable for rock 'n’ roll 241
Chord Company Signature 117 Dynamic, solid sounding cable, but it's bulky and not very tractable 255
Ecosse Reference MS2.3 23 Favours excitement over refinement: can be slightly bass-shy, but plenty of life 227
Electrofluidics 20/20 45  Excellent bass extension and very fine performance elsewhere — one of the best all-round cables available 241
= Kimber 8VS 18 Beautifully full, open and transparent sound right across the board 227
Kimber 8PR 21 Bass very full, just occasionally a touch flabby, but detailed and sweet upper frequencies make this a good value cable 241
[=] Kimber 8TC 39  Very capable in all areas, particularly good at imaging and with firm bass. Price for 5m terminated pair 203
[#] QED Silver Anniversary 5 A few minor flaws, but overall performance is very assured for this price 192
[ QED X-Tube XT300 10 Anatural and well controlled sounding cable that's cost effective for mid-priced systems 234
Townshend Isolda DCT 50  Cryogenically treated ‘impedance matched’ cable with stabilising components added: great sound all-round 241
Wyrewizard Spellbinder 5.50 Sold off the reel, this entry-level cable is a surprisingly purist performer, lean yet powerful, with good detail resolution. 267
=] Wireworld Terra 5 5  Deep powerful bass, clear treble and very solid imaging add up to above-class performance 261
[] Wireworld Solstice 5 20 Unfriendly to handle, but makes up for it with very assured sound — heaps of bass and great insight 248
[=] Wireworld Oasis 5 Biwire 38 Full-bodied and precise sound across the board — an excellent performer in bi-wire or single-wire mode 262

STRANDED Cable has a number of (usually) twisted strands to conduct the signal. SOLID CORE Cable has one or more individually insulated strands to conduct the signal.
COPPER Material used to form the conducting element of the cable. SILVER Alternative material used to form the conducting element of the cable. DIGITAL CABLE TYPE E — electrical, O — optical.
Cables are one metre length unless otherwise stated.
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Do you want to choose your hifi or home cinema system, in a comfortable
and relaxing environment...?

Do you want friendly and import/o/ advice (and a cup of tea) ..

Do you want to buy your system based on what you hear, ond see, and not
what somebody tells you...?

- Do you live in GUILDFORD...?

....... or Addlestone, Aldershot, Ashford(Middx), Ashstead, Bagshot, Basingstoke, Bracknell, Bookham,
Bramley, Camberley, Chertsey, Chipstead, Chobham, Cobham,Cranleigh, Crowthorne, Dorking, €psom,
€sher, Farnborough, farnham, Fleet, Frimley, Godalming, Hartley Wintney, Hampton, Haslemere, Hook,
Horsham, Kingston, Liphook, Leatherhead, Liss, Molesey (€ast&West), New Malden, Odiham, Petersfield,
Reading, Reigate, Redhill, Richmond, Shepperton, Virginia Water, Walton-on-Thames, West Byfleet,
Weybridge, Windsor, Woking, Wokingham, H’Qtelet‘} .

Nobody clse in these areas carries all the followmg major hifi brands:

Apollo, Arcam(Diva/FMJ), Ash Design, Atacama, Atlas (spkr cables & interconnects) B&UW, Chord Company,
Creek, Cyrus, Denon, €pos, Exposure, Genclec, Anthony Gallo Acoustics, Harman Kardon, Infinity, Iso Tek,
KEF (including Reference), Linn Products(including Knekt), MJ RAcoustics, Meridian, Michell, Mirage,
Mission, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Naim, Ortofon, Pioneer, PMC, Primare, Proac, Project, Pure, QED(includ-
ing Systemline), Quad, Quadraspire, REL, Rotel, Sennhc«nser Soundstyle, Spendor, Stands Unique,

Tag Mcl.orcn Whatfedale, Yamaha.

Nobody clse in these areas carries all the followlng major Home Cinema products:

DPVD players: Arcom & FMJ, Cyrus, Denon, Harfnan Kardon, Meridian, Rotel, Tag Mclaren, Yamaha,
Processors: Arcam FMJ AV8, Cyrus, Lexicon, Linn, Meridian, Rotel, Tag MclLaren.

Amplifiers: Arcam/FMJ, Bryston, Cyrus, Denon, Harman Kardon, lexicon, Naim, Rotel, Tag Mclaren,
Yamaha.

Display devices: Plasma screens from Lloewe, Panasonic, Pioneer and Yamaha. Televisions/LCD: Lloewe.
Projectors: Barco(CRT/DLP), Sim (DLP), Yamaha(DLP/LCD) Screens: Stewart/Draper/Vutec ,

Video Processing: Faroudja, I-Scan, Key Digital, Lumagen, Tag. Control systems: Crestron, Lutron lighting.
Specialist set up services: ISF Display Callibration.

Nobody clse in the area offers you a "One Stop Solution" to all of your home entertainment
requirements, as we are also Custom Installation experts. Discuss your requirements with us and we can
survey, design, install, commission, and maintain full Sound and Hudlo-Vlsuol distribution, and automat-
ed lighting around your home.

Visit us first and you won't need to go anywhere else. )

We have superb demonstration rooms for both Hifi and Home Cinema, and we will deliver and install.
We are o Mountainsnow dealer, and members of BADA, so you can trust us to look after your every need.

PIIIIIIDD P_Jhl-fl

The only real hi-fi shop in Guildford,

Guildford'’s only RERL Hifi and Home Cinema store .
Open 9-6 Monday to Saturday (later by appointment) -
3, Bridge Street, Guildford, Surrey GU1 4RY (opposite Wetherspoons)
01483 504801 and 01483 304756
www.p]hlfl.co.uk emmlvnfo@p;h:f:.co.uk ¥

irt'e hifFi Far Fuin’c enlino . . P



STANDS AND SUPPORTS

Equipment racks and speaker stands

- N, Ifyou want to get the most from your source and amp components, because, for example, they can help to isolate kit from ground-borne

—=> it's important to consider good quality support. Dedicated vibrations and mechanical or electrical interference. Equally, if you own a
" equipment supports are racks and tables made specifically to hold pair of small ‘bookshelf’ or 'standmount’ speakers, it's important to place
hi-fi gear, and the best can have a profoundly positive effect on sound them on good quality, purpose-built speaker stands.

our favourite [] BEST BUY [£€] EDITOR'S CHOICE

EQUIPMENT SUPPORTS
Equipment supports £ 5 BlElz | &
BADGE? | PRODUCT £ | COMMENTS = s 8 g < =
Aavik Furniture A4 350  Good sound and stylish Scandinavian looks at an affordable price 80.5 47 4 MDF 193
Alphason A5-G 399  Nice looking, very solid and practical with a pretty well balanced sound, but lacks a little detail 80 66,46 5 Glass =247
Atacama Equinox 280  Stable, modular design with style. Excellent bass transients and a fresh design concept 81 50,50 4 Glass 217
[]  Audiophile Base 615  Price is justified by its earth-shattering sonic abilities — a worthy upgrade 82 43 4 MDF 193
Avid Isoschelf 1,100 An enthusiast's equipment support stand free from coloration, if a little fiddly to set up 87.5 48 5 MDF 193
] Clearlight Audio Aspekt 600  Stunning neutrality and detail from a well-damped design. Its performance makes the price tag good value 75 53545 4 MDF 217
Custom Design Aspect 650 270  Smart looks and practical thanks to adjustable shelves. Sound is fair with some loss of detail 66 46 4 Glass 206
Custom Design Icon 400 599  Beautifully built, conveniently adjustable and with little sound of its own, a very classy rack 75 57, 41 5 Glass 263
| Custom Design Concept 400 700 = Slightly drab looks, but great sound and efficient use of space (‘Acoustic’ version tested — standard version £300) 74 48,40 4 Metal 247
Naim Fraim 1,825 Pricey but very classy looking and sounding, with modular flexibility 96 45,34 5 Glass 232
Isoblue ‘The Stand’ 460 = Attractive modular design that's as easy on the ear as on the eye 47 48,40 4 MDF 247
Quadraspire Q4 Reference = 480 = Excellent performance from the school of wobbly racks. Natural sounding and plenty of detail 51.5 49,39.5 4 MDF 217
Russ Andrews Torlyte Rack 988  Attractive modular system made of very light Torlyte: a touch of added warmth is its only vice 68 54,49 4 Torlyte 240
] Sound Organisation Z560 = 195 = Excellent value rack, five shelves too! Well balanced and under 200 quid! 92 50,40 5 Glass 217
Townshend Seismic Stand 2/5 1,100 Multi-shelf air-suspension support which isolates like few others. Recommended 92 58, 45 5 MDF @ 240

our favourite ('] BESTBUY [EC] EDITOR'S CHOICE

SPEAKER STANDS

S
- g _
= : z
- g =z = 3 z
Speaker stands z X £ B 8 &
2 = 2R 3 ]
BADGE? PRODUCT £ COMMENTS = = il Kl -
=] Atacama Nexus 6 60  An excellent all-round performer and a genuine hi-fi bargain 60,50 1 14.518 @ 3 202
Custom Design RS 300 Mkll - 100 A solid stand improving on the original, with better focus and detail 61,56,51 16.5,18 ¢ 2 202
hne Cableway 395  Looks great, sounds great, so start saving! Clean and sweet, and neutrality is exceptional with orchestral material 63 17,20 1 220
Kudos S50 159  Formidable bass with real authority, and a wide dynamic range across a broad bandwidth 61 15,20 1 220
Partington Ansa 60 90  Elegant flat-packer 'disappears' sonically; restrained but neutral and coherent 62 18,15 4 232
Partington Dreadnought 100 Fully welded high-class engineering gives a very clean, open sound at a sharp price 61 17,15 5 220
Sound Organisation Z522 ~ 95 Very hefty build for the price helps to deliver a solid sound with good authority and drive 60 16 4 220
Townshend Seismic Sink 499  Unique inflatable plinth that works wonders with decent floorstanders, as well as standmounted speakers 4 38,48 0 202
T T F {151 3@ HEIGHT Of complete stand. TOP PLATE SIZE (CM) Width by depth of the supporting platform(s). Single figures indicate a square platform
WELDED As opposed to bolt-together construction. NUMBER OF SHELVES To put your kit on (different configurations are often available). SHELF TYPE Material that shelves are made of
ITEI TSNS IR 3@ HEIGHT Of each stand, not including spikes. TOP PLATE SIZE (CM) Width by depth of platform. Single figures indicate a square platform. Speakers generally overhang top plates.
FILLABLE The stand can be mass-loaded with sand and/or lead to stop ringing. WELDED As opposed to bolt-together construction. NUMBER OF LEGS That support the stand
www.isoteksystems.com
b2
<00, 005 0,
#‘% f [xxas W Best Buy = [Hrxn | \) = @ [ xrx
< o % 2003
< ¥
2002 Hi-Fi News 2003 What Hi-Fi? 2003 Hi-Fi Choice 2003 What Hi-Fi? 2003 Hi-Fi Choice 2003 Hi-Fi News 2004 What Hi-Fi? 22004 Hi-Fi Choice 2004 What Hi-Fi? 2004 Hi-Fi Plus 2004 What Hi-Fi?
Category Winner isoTek Mini Sub Editors Choice Category Winner Category Winner Category Winner isoTek Gil Vision Category Winner Category Winner Category Winner isoTek Gemini-6-Way
IsoTek SubStation IsoTex Mni Sub 150Tok Mici Sub IsoTek Mai Sub IsoTex N S0b tsoTek GIf M Sub. isoTek Gil Vison Nordost Thor by IsoTek.
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TO ADVERTISE HERE CALL MARK COWAN

= 0207 317 2684

E-mail mark.cowan@futurenet.co.uk

With QuickS

in the south:
AngelSound Audio
01923 352 479
info@angelsoundaudio.co.uk
www.angelsoundaudio.co.uk

_—

ilver... there is NO COMPETITION!!!

Audio Benefits In Audio, QuickSilver allows your electronic components
to function at their full potential. The increase in resolution and the lower
noise floor allows the musical presentation to become more natural and
relaxed... warmer and fuller... less congested... more transparent... open and
“airier”... more dynamic and “live” sounding... clearer but with less glare or
“edginess” — it's just simply more emotional?y

“ QuickSilver... the Next Best Thing to Hard Wiring Your
Entire Audio or Video System!!! *

With Video and Home Theatre
be matched by equally dramatic improvements to video picture quality. Most
all users notice an immediate improvement in overall realism ang

quality. Video images will be cleaner, clearer and sharper! Colours will
become more vibrant... and the overall contrast will improve... with blacks
becoming blacker... and whites becoming whiter!

“ QuickSilver... is almost like having HDTV in a bottle!!! ”

involving and musical!

ms, the sound improvement will

picture

midlands & the north:

Audio Atmosphere
01785711 232

www.audioatmosphere.com

stuart@audioatmosphere.com

ATHCOTE

.

i‘ \

\UDIO

Tel: 01992 653999 Mobile: 07860 511111

Full list and pictures on website

VINYL
FORSELL AIR FORCE-1/FLYWHEEL/ARM BOXED .................. £7500
NOTTS ANA.S.DECK/GRAPH. PLAT/SME 309 MINT/BOXED...£1350
CLEARAUDIO CHAMP LEV. 1& UNIFY ARM (20 HRS/BOXED).£1695
LINN LP-12 CIRKUS/TRAMPOLINE (WALNUT) MINT/BOXED....£795
QUASAR TURNTABLE ULTRA RARE EXCLT
ROKSAN/REGA COGNOCENTI/PSU MINT/BOXED
THE SOURCE T/TABLE ORIGIN LIVE PSU EXCLT
LEHMAN BLACK CUBE SE (£650) BRAND NEW....
McCORMACK MICRODRIVE PHONO STAGE NEW/BOXED
LINN ITTOCK LV-11 MINT/BOXED
SME 309 MINT
CcD

MOON AUDIO ECLIPSE 2 BOX CD (£5000+) AS NEW
PERP TECH/MODWRIGHT P1A/P3A/PSU BOXE
MARANTZ CD-11 LE BOXED

TECHNICS SLP-2000 (£1000 TRICHORD MODS) MINT ...
MICROMEGA CLASSIC SOLO (NEW MECH) VGC/BOXE
AVI 2000 CD PLAYER GC.........
ALCHEMIST NEXUS CD EXCLT... v
PRIMARE V-25 DVD (£1000) EX DISPLAY/BOXED
ARCAM DIVA DV88+ DVD/HDCD MINT/BOXED.......
ALCHEMIST FORSETTI TRANSPORT & FORSETTI DAC/
REMOTE VOL . MINT/BOXED
TECHNICS Z-1000/X1000 TRANS/DAC BOXED
THETA CARMAN CD/DVD TRANSPORT MINT/BOXED
THETA GEN Il DAC ST GLASS ETC (£6000+) MINT/BOXED....
AUDIO SYNTH. DAX-2 HDCD/BAL/ST GLASS MINT/BOXED
AUDIOMECA DAMNATION TRANSPORT EXCLT .....
CHORD 1500E 96/192 kHZ (£6800 ) MINT/BOXED . 4
EAD-1000 SERIES-3 DAC ST GLASS HDCD EXCLT............oooe £995
PERP.TECH PA-1 DSP BRAND NEW.

PERP TECH/MODWRIGHT SIG-2 PA-3 BRAND NEW
PERP TECH/MODWRIGHT SIG -2 PSU BRAND NEW
MONRIO 18B DAC/PSU EXCLT .. B

MSB LINK DAC-324/96Khz MINT/BOXED................cc.......
Z SYSTEMS Z3src UPSAMPLER (£1450) MINT/BOXED ...
TEAC P-500 TRANSPORT MINT

SOLID STATE

'THE ALCHEMIST PRE AMP EXCLT

'THE ALCHEMIST POWER AMP EXCLT.....
'"THE ALCHEMIST'MONOBLOCS (4) EXCL .
GRYPHON SONATA ALLEGRO PRE MINT/BOXED.
GRYPHON S-100 POWER AMP MINT...

CLASSE CP-60 2 BOX REM.PRE MINT ...... .
ELECROCOMPANIET EC 4.7 PRE NEW/BOXED... ... . &
ELECROCOMPANIET ASW 220 POWER NEW/BOXED.........

MUSICAL FIDELITY F-22/F-15/FCD BOXED.
MUSICAL FIDELITY A-300 MINT/BOXED....
MUSICAL FID. A3cr PRE/ A3crPOWER MIN
MUSICAL FIDELITY A-370 MK2 MINT.
ARCAM A-85 MINT,
THORENS 2000 PRE PHONO/POWER AMPS MINT..
AVI M-2000S PRE/SYSTEM REMOTE MINT/BOXE!
AVI 2000M MONOBLOCS MINT/BOXED
AVI STEREO POWER AMP MINT....
BARTOLAMEO TRANSPARENZA VGC
DPA 50S PRE/POWER/CABLES MINT/BOXED.
PLINIUS SA-102 POWER AMP MINT
JEFF ROWLAND MODEL-5B EXCLT
GRYPHON SONATA-ALLEGRO PRE MINT/BOXED
C.JOHNSON PFR.REMOTE PRE MINT/BOXE!
ALOIA PST11 01 PRE/PSU EXCLT. F
NAIM 42 5/140/NAT 101/SNAPS MINT/BOXED .......ccocovirvriiernniennns TBA
VALVE AMPS

LUMLEY M-120 MONOBLOCS (CHROME) MINT/BOXED.
A .INV.1000 MKIIl MONO'S B.PATROL MOD. MINT/BOXED .
UNISON RESEARCH S-845 INTEGRATED MINT/BOXED.
AUDIONOTE ZERO PRE & MONOS MINT/BOXED.
TUBE TECH.SYNERGY NO.1 MINT.
JADIS JPS-2 (WAS £8000) EXCLT.
JADIS DEFY-7 POWER AMP EXCLT
UNISON RESEARCH C5P PRE/PHONO EXCLT.
MICHAELSON CHRONOS 4 BOX MINT...
AUDIO RESEARCH VT-150SE MONOS......
TAPE/TUNERS

NAKAMIOH [ DRAGEON et o B 5 Sl ST .
NAKAMICHI DR-2 MINT/BOXED.........ccccooomiiminiiiniiiniiinnicsenns
NAKAMICHI DR-3 MINT/BOXED
LYNX THETA TUNER VGC...
LEAK T/LINE 3 STEREO..........ceo00es
NAIM NAT 101/SNAPS MINT/BOXED...
LOUDSPEAKERS
INFINITY SIGMAS EXCLT ...
DYNAUDIO CRAFFT/STANDS (RARE) MINT/BOXED.
DYNAUDIO CONTOUR 1.3 MK11/STANDS MINT/BOXED.
RED ROSE SPIRIT MONITORS (RIBBON) MINT...
CELESTION A-1 CHERRYWOOD MINT/BOXED
EPOS ES-14 & STANDS MINT ... ..o
TRIANGLE TITUS (1 WEEK OLD) BOXED...
PROAC RESPONSE-3 BOXED.. -
PROAC STUDIO 150 (YEW) EXCLT.......ccccoeeee W
CELESTION A-2 SANTOS ROSEWOOD BRAND NEW/BOXED£1195
ALR.JORDAN NOTE 5 (BOBINGAWOOD) EX DEM/BOXED......£1295

Web site: www.heathcoteaudio.co.uk

CURA CA-30 MAPLE MINT/BOXED.....
KELLY KT-3 (96 DB SENSITIVE) BOXED
APOGEE CALIPERS REFINISHED EXCLT/BOXED
APOGEE CALIPERS COM. REBUILD
MIRAGE M1si
MIRAGE BPS-20 SUB
A.R.T PRECISION-2 PIANO BLACK MINT/BOXED.
SNELL C MKIV EXCLT
AUDIONOTE ANE ROSEWOOD
CASTLE AVON EXCLT
CASTLE HOWARD-2 BEECH EXCL
REGA XEL ROSEWOOD EXCLT..
REL STORM GC
A.ENERGY.ASW FB-110 SUB NEW/BOXED .
CELESTION A-6 SUB NEW/BOXED
ROKSAN OJANS MINT/BOXED......
LINN SARA'S MINT/BOXED..
CABLE/INTERCONNECTS

TOO MANY CABLES IN STOCK TO LIST HERE PLEASE RING/

SEE WEBSITE

ACOUSTIC ZEN SILVER REF. 3.5 METRE XLR
ACOUSTIC ZEN SILVER REF 1.5 METRE RCA
ACOUSTIC ZEN SILVER REF.1 METRE RCA
SILVER ARROW 1METRE XLR (£1200).
XLO 3 METRE PAIR EX.DEM/NEW....
AUDIOQUEST DIAMOND 2 METRE RC.
AUDIOQUEST LAPIS 4 METRE PAIR
VAN DEN HUL 0.8 MC GOLD XLR
BOXED/AS NEW
STANDS
SOUNDSTYLE ST-105 NEW
SOUNDSTYLE ST-100 NEW
SOUNDSTYLE XS-105 NEW.....
SOUNDSTYLE XS-100 NEW......
S.STYLE XS-250 CD RACK EX.DIS
COPULARE AMP STAND............. J 3 .
ELEMENTAL REF.SC2 MINT/BOXED........cccovoviimmrimininirieiinnnnns £1250
TARGET R-2 SILVER
ATACAMA R-274 ..o

MOST EQUIPMENT STOCKED IS ONE OWNER
MINT/BOXED. SIMILAR QUALITY VINTAGE AND
MODERN EQUIPMENT REQUIRED FOR IMMEDIATE
CASH PURCHASE

PLEASE PHONE GEORGE 10-6PM

e



BUYER'S BIBLE

IGAL & DESCRIPTI
GLOSSARY

TECHNICAL TERMS DESCRIPTIVE TERMS

5.1-CHANNEL AUDIO Six discrete
channels, typically front left and right,
centre, surround left and right, and LFE
(Low Frequency Effects) for a subwoofer.
BALANCE Most loudspeakers have a
characteristic frequency balance resulting
from emphasising parts of the audio
range and/or de-emphasising others.
BASS The lowest three octaves of the
audio band — ‘low bass' refers to the
bottom octave (20-40Hz), ‘mid-bass’ the
middle octave (40-80Hz) and ‘upper
bass' the top octave (80-160Hz)
BI-AMP (sometimes tri-amp)
Loudspeakers equipped with separate
access terminals to each drive unit can
be driven by separate (matching) power
amplifiers for each driver.

BI-WIRE (sometimes tri-wire)
Loudspeakers with separate access
terminals to each drive unit can be
driven by separate cable runs between
the amp and each driver.

CD-R Recordable CD that cannot be
erased, though discs that have not been
completely filled can have tracks added
until the disc is finalised

CD-RW Re-writable or re-recordable CD,
incompatible with older CD players.
CLASS A The operation of an
amplifying stage or device in which
current always flows, as opposed to
Class B, where some of the devices are
effectively turned off some of the time.
Class A tends to have the advantage of
offering lower distortion, while Class B
tends to generate less heat.

CLASS AB Most practical amps operate
in Class A for the first fraction of a watt
and Class B thereafter.

CLIPPING An amplifier's output
waveform is ‘clipped’ if the volume is
advanced too far and no more ‘volts’ are
available to sustain ever-increasing
power levels. Distortion increases
dramatically at this point.

CLOCK Any electronic oscillator that is
used to generate a timing reference
signal. Used to synchronise the data
being taken from a disc.

CROSSOVER A simple electrical
network which divides the full
bandwidth signal received from the
power amplifier, apportioning
appropriate parts of the spectrum to the
various drive units.

DAB (digital audio broadcasting). Digital
radio using frequencies in the
217.5-230MHz band. Broadcasters use
varying degrees of compression and offer
a broadrange of programming

DAC or Digital-to-Analogue Converter.
The stage in any digital component at
which incoming digital data is used to
reconstruct a recognisable analogue
(music) waveform.

DOLBY DIGITAL A compressed digital
audio format that typically contains five or
more entirely discrete channels, eg 7.1 EX
where side and rear channels are used

DOLBY PRO-LOGIC, DPL Forerunner
to DD that ‘steers’ information to the
front UR, centre and mono surround
channels via an analogue matrix.
DRIVE UNIT/DRIVER A transducer
which converts electrical energy into
acoustic energy, eg bass driver, tweeter.
DSD (direct stream digital) The coding
format used for SACD offers a frequency
response of over 100kHz and a dynamic
range over 120dB. It has over four times
the data capacity of CD.

DSP (digital signal processor). Integrated
circuit that handles the decoding of digital
audio streams. In 5.1 processors, it
separates the left from right and front
from rear, while managing the various
bass options.

DTS or Digital Theatre Sound. Competitor
to Dolby Digital with a reduced 4:1
compression ratio that, ostensibly,
promises higher quality.

DVD-AUDIO High-resolution variant on
DVD offering up to 192kHz bandwidth
and 24-bit dynamic range. Discs are
compatible with standard DVD players.
ELECTRICAL DIGITAL Any digital
connection that uses an electrical cable
rather than optical. Includes the balanced
(AES/EBU) interface.

FILTERS Filters are intrinsic to digital
audio, both analogue and digital. These
are often very sophisticated in design, and
in total they probably have rather more to
do with the "personality’ of CD player
sound than most other factors.
FREQUENCY RESPONSE The range of
frequencies, from low to high, which a
loudspeaker will reproduce.
IMPEDANCE With speakers, the
complex electrical load that a

loudspeaker presents to the amplifier
driving it.

JITTER An insidious distortion specific to
digital audio caused by imprecision in the
clock, used to regulate the conversion of
data into analogue audio.

KBPS (Kilobits per second) Digttal data
rate measurement system used primarily
with highly compressed formats such as
MP3, DAB etc. The higher the amount, the
better the quality.

LINE LEVEL Practically every modern
source component (except phono
cartridges) gives an output in the region of
1-2V, referred to as ‘line level”. It follows
that all inputs labelled ‘CD’, ‘tuner’, ‘aux’
or 'tape’ are designed for this input level
and are thus interchangeable.
LOSSLESS COMPRESSION A method
of reducing the number of data bits
(density) without corrupting the original
description of the musical signal.

LOSSY COMPRESSION Reduction in
data density by recourse to a complex
psycho-acoustical model that predicts
what is, and what is not, ‘audible’ within a
sequence of music.

MIDRANGE The middle three or so
octaves of the audio band, where the ear

is most sensitive, covering the
approximate frequency span from

160Hz up to 3kHz.

MP3 (MPEG layer 3) Lossy compression
format for digital audio that drastically
reduces data content in order to squeeze
music through internet connections or
allow hundreds of CDs to be stored on a
hard disc.

OUTPUT IMPEDANCE A measure of
resistance to alternating current, a source
with low output impedance (below 100
ohms) helps ensure compatibility with
most amplifiers, even with long
interconnect cables.

PCM (pulse code modulation) The

digital coding system for analogue
waveforms used for CD and DVD. Quality
is limited by the oversample and bit rates
used — CD is 44.1kHz/16-bit while
DVD-A is capable of 192kHz/24-bit.
PRESENCE BAND Critical section of the
audio band at the point where midrange
and treble meet.

QUANTISATION NOISE A form of
distortion or noise resulting from errors in
the description of the musical signal by
the digital code.

SACD (Super Audio CD) was launched in
1999 and is a Sony/Philips format based
on DSD coding that offers high resolution
stereo and multichannel sound from
hybrid discs that can also be played on
ordinary CD drives.

SAMPLE RATE The rate at which the
musical waveform is sliced up into
discrete chunks. For CD, this is 44.1kHz or
once every 0.023msec. DVD will also
support 48kHz and 96kHz.
SENSITIVITY The relative loudness that
a speaker generates for a specific voltage
input. Expressed in decibels per watt (dB/
W), measured 1m from the speaker.

THX Standards system for home cinema
set-ups which includes amplifier power
and speaker dispersion characteristics. The
latest THX Ultra 2 standard is more
stringent than THX Select.

TOSLINK The proprietary name given by
Toshiba to the optical fibre signal
transmission system it invented for
consumer applications.
TRANSISTOR/MOSFET The two main
types of power semiconductor used in
solid state amplifier output stages.
TREBLE High frequencies, the top end of
the audio band, ie above 3kHz.
TWEETER Treble driver.
TWO/THREE-WAY Loudspeaker
crossovers split the signal into two or
three frequency bands, a two-way speaker
can have more than two drive units.
WATTS (per channel) The watt is the unit
of electrical power and the WPC

rating is the maximum average
undistorted power that an amp can
deliver to a typical speaker. However,
speaker sensitivity variations can make
more difference than amplifier output.
WOOFER Bass driver.

AGGRESSIVE forward and bright
sonic character.

AMBIENCE The impression of an
acoustical space, such as the
performing hall in which a recording
was made.

ANALYTICAL Highly detailed.
ARTICULATE Intelligibility of voice(s)
and instruments and the interactions
between them.

ATTACK The leading edge of a note
and the ability of a system to reproduce
the attack transients in music.
BALANCE Essentially tonal balance,
the degree to which one aspect of the
sonic spectrum is emphasised above
the rest. Also channel balance, the
relative level of the left and right stereo
channels.

BODY Fullness of sound, with
particular emphasis on upper bass.
Opposite of thin.

BOXY The sound of a loudspeaker
with audible cabinet resonances.
BRIGHT A sound that emphasises the
upper midrange/lower treble.

DARK A tonal balance that tilts
downwards with increasing frequency.
Opposite of bright.

DECAY The fadeout of a note, it
follows the attack.

DEFINITION (or resolution) The ability
of a component to reveal the subtle
information that is fundamental to high
fidelity sound.

DEPTH (of image) The perception of
music being reproduced behind the
loudspeakers and inhabiting a
reproduction of the acoustic space of
the original recording.

DETAIL The most delicate elements of
the original sound and those which are
the first to disappear with lesser
equipment.

DRY A sound that is devoid of ‘juice’,
which usually comes across as
fine-grained and lean. Also a loss of
reverberation as produced by a damped
environment.

DYNAMIC The suggestion of energy
and wide dynamic range. Related to
perceived speed as well as contrasts in
volume both large and small.
EUPHONIC An appealing form of
distortion that generally enhances
perceived fidelity, often ascribed to

the harmonic elaborations of some
valve amps.

FAST Good reproduction of rapid
transients which increase the sense of
realism and 'snap’.

FOCUS A strong, precise sense of
image projection.

FORWARD(NESS) Similar to an
aggressive sound, a sense of the image
being projected in front of the speakers
and of music being forced upon the
listener.

GRAINY A slightly raw, exposed sound
which lacks finesse.

GRIP A sense of control and
sturdiness in the bass.

GRUNT See grip.

HARD Uncomfortable, forward,
aggressive sound with a metallic
tinge.

HARSH Grating, abrasive.
IMAGING (stereo) The sense that a
voice or instrument is in a particular
place in the room.

JUICY Sound that has joie de vivre,
energy and life.

LOW-LEVEL DETAIL The quietest
sounds in a recording.

MUSICAL or musicality. A sense of
cohesion and subjective 'rightness’ in
the sound.

NATURALNESS Realism.
OPAQUE Unclear, lacking
transparency.

OPEN Sound which has height and
‘air’, relates to clean upper midrange
and treble.

PACE Often associated with rhythm,
a strong sense of timing and beat.
PRESENCE A sense of an
instrument or voice occupying a
place in the listening room.
PRESENCE RANGE The upper
midrange.

SEISMIC Very low bass that you feel
rather than hear.

SIBILANCE An emphasis of the 'S’
sound, often heard on radio.

SNAP A system with good speed
and transient response can deliver
the immediacy or ‘snap’ of live
instruments.

SPEED A fast system with good
pace gives the impression of being
right on the money in its timing.
STURDY Solid, powerful, robust
sound.

THICK A lack of articulation and
clarity in the bass.

THIN Bass light.

TIMBRE The tonal character of an
instrument.

TIMING A sense of precision in
tempo. See speed and pace.
TRANSIENT The leading edge of a
percussive sound. Good transient
response makes the sound as a
whole more live and realistic.
TRANSPARENCY, TRANSPARENT
A hear-through quality that is akin to
clarity and reveals all aspects of
detail.

TWEAK To tune a system or
component in an attempt to get the
best performance from it.
TWEAKER Someone who enjoys
this process.

VEILED Loss of detail due to limited
transparency.

WARM A fullness in the lower
midrange/upper bass.

WEIGHT A sense of substance and
underpinning produced by deep,
controlled bass.
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If you don’t want to go to the
ends of the earth to find the
right product and you don’t
want to pay the earth, maybe
you should take a trip to New
Malden in Surrey

For 30 years or more we’ve
been stocking, demonstrating
and advising on the very best
hi-fi equipment.

Marantz

Michell Roksan

searching G'p_‘ WATTROSE =

LOOK at our website 1 STC;“ 10 m“"]

\ in our demo rooms e

Unilet Sound and Vision Ltd.

_/ 35 High Street, New Malden,
Surrey KT3 4BY

Tel: 020 8942 9567

: BADA
www.unilet.net e Fax: 020 8336 0820




ACCESSORIES SHop 4, [!

Welcome to the Hi-Fi Choice accessories shop

Choice Bits is the easy way to buy the best audio accessories available today. Simply pick up the phone,
order online, drop us an email or fill out the order form below and pop it in the post. It couldn't be simpler!

This month, we have a super SHOWCASE Knight uses no less than eight

promotion. We have a very limited Nordost oxygen-free copper conductors per
number of the highly-regarded Black Knight channel to deliver extremely low
Interconnect

Nordost Black Knight interconnect
cable. These classic flat interconnects
are perfect for putting the zing into
your hi-fi system's sound and offer an
extremely low resistance connection.

This is a strictly limited one time
only offer... so please do not delay.

For our full selection of quality audio
accessories please visit our dedicated
website, www.choicebits.co.uk SPECIAL OFFER Only £49.00

< 0870 240 7228 www.choicebits.co.uk

resistance and low signal loss.

This spells greater detail, clarity and
transparency. Black Knight is a perennial
favourite that offers superb performance
at a budget price.

We have a very limited number of 0.6m
lengths, which are on special offer. This
cable normally costs £62.95.

Ultimate interconnect,
ideal for all hi-fi and

home cinema systems =

Nordost Black Knight
Interconnect

As the performance of audio
components in both hi-fi and home
cinema systems increases, so does
the demand for high-resolution
interconnect cables. Nordost's Black

Key Features

* High quality FEP
extruded insulation

* Low capacitance with
extremely high
signal propagation

LD\
Aand

Cardas 180g Frequency Sweep LP £21.95 D Allsop Carbon Edge Laser Lens Cleaner £1495 D Clearlight Audio RDC Aspekt Rack Black 4 Shelf ~ £549.95 D
Clearaudio Stroboscopic Test Record £24.95 D Allsop CD & DVD Fast Wipes £495 D Clearlight Audio RDC 1 Cones (Qty 4) £39.95 [:‘
Clearaudio Stroboscopic Light £69.95 D Allsop CD Scratch Repair Kit £12.95 D Clearlight Audio RDC 2 Cones (Qty 4) £29.95 D
Clearaudio Deluxe Bubble Level £21.95 D Allsop Radial CD Cleaner £10.85 D Clearlight Audio RDC Cone Cups (Qty 4) £19.95 [:‘
Clearaudio Clever Record Clamp £12.95 D Clearaudio Carbon Fibre Record Brush £13.95 D Clearlight Audio RDC 3 Cones (Qty 4) £4495 [:‘
Clearaudio Quadra Record Clamp £69.95 |:| DeoxIT Contact Cleaner (200ml) £13.95 D Clearlight Audio RDC 5 Cones (Qty 4) £19.95 D
Clearlight Audio (RDC) Record Puck £54.95 D Goldring Exstatic Deluxe Record Brush £14.95 D Clearlight Audio RDC Combi Base (Qty 4) £49.95 D
KAB Strobe Disc & Light £79.95 D Goldring Exstatic Record Sleeves £11.95 D Clearlight Audio RDC SPP Platform £109.95 D
Michell Engineering Record Clamp £22.95 D Knosti Disco Antistat Manual Record Cleaner £44.95 |:| 1XOS Sorbothane Feet (Qty 4) £19.95 D
Michell Universal Dust Cover £44 95 D Okki Nokki Vacuum Record Cleaner £225.00 D Nordost Pulsar Points (Aluminium) (Qty 4) £54.95 D
Ortofon T Force Tracking Force Gauge £7.95 D I'Art du Son Record Cleaner (SLitre) £2795 D Spectral Foculpods Support Systems (Qty 4) £14.95 D
Pebbles ‘The Weight' Rega Modification £67.95 D Last All-Purpose Record Cleaner £39.95 D Spectral Polipods Support Systems (Qty 8) £14.95 D
Polaris Plus Stylus Alignment Gauge £5.95 D Last Record Preservative £39.95 D Townshend 3D Seismic Isolation Platform £234.95 D
Pro-Ject Bubble Level £14.95 D Last Stylus Cleaner £19.95 D Voodoo AIRTEK (430x360mm / 20kg) £234.95 D
Ringmat's How to Set Up A Turntable £7.50 D Last Stylast Stylus Treatment £2995 |:|
Ringmat Developments The Ringmat £49.95 D Lyra SPT Stylus Cleaner £2495 D
Ringmat Anniversary Ringmat £69.95 D Nagaoka Antistatic Record Inner Sleeves (Qty 50) £14.95 D
Shure Stylus Force Gauge £24.95 D Optrix CD Cleaner & Clarifier £16.95 D IsoTek IsoPlug £29.95 D
‘The Producer's Cut' Test LP £24.95 D ProGold Contact Enhancer (ProGold 20ml) £13.95 D IsoTek GIl Gemini-6-Way (distribution strip) £260.00 D
Unbranded Inner Sleeves (Qty 100) £24.95 D IsoTek GIl Mini Sub / Vision £495.00 / £549.00 D
ITAL ACCESSORIES Walker Audio Super Silver Treatment £5995 ] Nordost THOR by IsoTek £1,595.00 D
Nordost Black Knight 0.6M RCA Interconnect £49.00 D
Allsop DVD Optimiser/Laser Lens Cleaner £19.95 D
Fudorin €0 Bt =995 [ Orders can also be placed online: www.choicebits.co.uk
AVIA Home Theatre Set-Up & Calibration £34.95 D
A-Z CD Clips £7.95 D Name:
Bedini Hand Held Clarifier MkIl £69.95 D
Compact Dynamics CD Plus £14.95 [:‘ Address:
Compact Dynamics CD UpGrade £14.95 D
Densen DeMagic CD £11.95 D
Digital Video Essentials (PAL) DVD Set-Up Disc £19.95 D Postcode: Tel:
Furutech RD-2 Disc Demagnetizer £219.95 D
Lasertrack CD2000 Set-Up Disc £19.95 D Cheque/postal order enclosed for £ made payable to C.h0|ce Bits.
Marigo Orpheus CD Crossbow Mat £79.95 [:\ Or please charge my Visa/Mastercard/Amex/Switch Card number:
Opus3 Showcase (HDCD) £14.95 D DDDD DDDD DDDD DDDD DDD Signature
Richard Black's USH.ER. CD £1495 [ Valid From Expires Issue number (Switch)
IsoTek System Enhancer, DeMag & Burn-In CD £14.95 D
Order both the above discs for only £21.00 D ;;w tolorder; . s . UNipostage: R
ply complete this order form, fill in your details and sent Postage is £2.00 for the first item and £1.00 thereafter.
Ringmat The Statmat MkII £19.95 D it to: PO. ?ox 5936, NEWBURY, RG20 4XH All Prices include VAT'at 17.5%. i
SR AR, — D :‘n:::;::;g’eer:gcgr:;iec:;i:s.ccivluin et g:;,sz:::a/ln::?r:;va;?ol:: fa;Jl::e;se call for a postage
Ultra Burn-In CD3000 £24.95 ] Order online: www.choicebits.co.uk quotation. Sales outside the EU are VAT exclusive.
XLO Reference Test & Burn-In CD £24.95 D This service is operated by hififorsale.com Ltd (registered address) trading as Choice Bits under license from Future Publishing Ltd. Your order will be fulfiled by hififorsale.
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Music Fidelity _ - Isotek

Cyrus

Audio Quest

Denson i Audio Vector

Rel

»

Nad

Marantz

°

NORMAN ROAD, ST LEONARDS-ON-SEA, EAST SUSSEX
Tel: 01424 437165 Fax: 01424 444148

Project & 3
QUAD
Roksan
Shanling
SME

Stands Unique';

Sugden
Tannoy
TEAC
Trichord
Unison Rese#
Van Den Hul
Wharfedale
Yamaha

& Lots more...

Award Winning Retailers...

kers Hi-Fi

The North of England Hi-Fi Specialists

» Quality Hi-Fi separates from £100 to £10,000

» Widest choice in the area P Independent advice

) Consumers Choice Gold Award Winners

» Over 35yrs experience P Qualified staff

) Comfortable dem rooms P Superb showrooms

» Main road location » Major car parks nearby

P Insurance estimates ) Service Dept.

» Up to 3 years Interest Free Credit* only 20% deposit
P Carriage Free Mail Order (inc. credit)  “subject to status
» Delivery & installation

» Part Exchange

» Open 10:30am - 5:30pm 6 days: Mon. to Sat.

P Visa, Mastercard, Switch etc.

24 Gillygate, York YO31 7EQ
Tel: 01904 629659

www.Vickers-HiFi.co.uk

ialists in high fi dellfy sound reproduction - since 1967
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As the area’s leading specialist, we invite
you to our superb demonstration suite to
audition the very best in Hi-Fi, Home Cinema SRR I B S PR Rt o 5 s 9
and muitiroom systems. Comprehensive Range of
Some of our parteners are Quad - lexicon - British Be-SpOke Audio Cables
Chord Electronics - Mission - Exposure - ;

Acram - Denon - Cyrus - JM Labs - Totem - \
Moon - KEF - Nordost - Epos & more.

Free Parking, Finance Available (subject to
status)

Romers Hi-Fi, 11 lomax Street, Great Harwood,
Blackburn, Lancs. BB6 7DJ

Cables That Speak for Themselves
www.the-missing-link.net

R.MERS 0115 8779089

01254 880220 i home entertainment specialists B()Ok a Loan Cable TOday

9am > 5pm Mon - Sat

:SOUND GALLERY

Now exhibiting,
The new Bowers & Wilkins 800 speaker range.
The best just got better.

We are a new independent
dealer specialising in the best
hi-fi equipment available
throughout the world.

Selecred products from
Acoustic Research, Audio Note,
Avantegarde, Chord, Elec-
trofluidics, Heart, Isotek, JM
Labs, KEF, Living Voice, Mer- ¢
lin, Michell, Ortofon, PMC,
ProAc, Project, Pure, Quad,
Rega, Ringmat, Rose,
Shanli 1E, Something
. alk Electronics,
Tannoy and many more...

www.soundgallery.co.uk email: home@soundgallery.co.uk

e also stock a wide range of
accessories, stands and cables to
suit every system.

Noteworthy Audio
36 Buckingham Street,
Aylesbury,
Buckinghamshire
HP20 2LH
Tel: 01296 422224
info@noteworthyaudio.co.uk

65 Castle Street, High Wycombe Bucks

01494 531682

www.noteworthyaudio.co.uk
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HI-FICHOICE
TO ADVERTISE HERE CALL
BEVAN WALSH ON
i = 01225 442244
pIRIR{eIggrow.N-ups
>hardware >cartridges o
EICJl goldring Ruark, Sony, Tag Mcl.aren,
epos lyra
harbeth ortofon
in-focus sumiko
lexicon cables
michell chord.company
mj acoustics nordost
naim audio dnm
19 - headphones
primare el ) ) SATELLITE SALES
sme beyer.
trichord stax
PEEM W i Cc h '} \

Lend us your ears and
we’ll blow your mind . ..

Arcam, ATC, B & W, Celestion, Denon,
Kef, Marantz, Meridian, Mitchell,
Mission, NAD, Pioneer, Panasonic, Quad, Rotel,

Yahama and more.

Audition the very best at Lincolnshire’s
premier Hi-Fi dealer. ..

MANDERS
= 17-FI LTD.

2-4 EDWARD STREET (Off Pasture St.)
GRIMSBY. TEL: (01472) 351391

Tannoy, Teac, Technics,

Qe NEW43) 655171
f ax (o1 4] 6 5/5.0 7R
UERIE N signals.uk.com

AYAIERRI nals.uk.com

SOUND IMPROVEMENTS

Is This Your Problem?

PHEDE

Here’s Your
Answer

Loud TooLoud Way Too Loud by Andrew
Rothwel
It's a common problem. The usable range on the himself
volume control is all down at the bottom end and Beware ;'
fine control at low listening levels is either difficult
ne contro ow listening s is r cu imitath \

|  or impossible. The noise floor may be audible too.
There is now a simple and effective solution - the
Rothwell In-Line Attenuators. They can be used
with pre/power or integrated amps to cure
the problems of excess gain and bring sonic ‘
benefits even with the most expensive equipm:

The cost is only £39 per pair delivered. T

\ 01204 366133 or visit www. rothwellauduoproducts.co uk
; Excellent reviews in Hi-Fi Choice, Hi-Fi World, Hi-Fi Plus, What Hi-Fi and www.tnt-audio.com

? HI-FICHOICE

TO ADVERTISE HERE CALL BEVAN WALSH

= 01225 442244

E-mail bevan.walsh@futurenet.co.uk

: |
@R |

WWW. hlfi

chonce co.uk

~reflections Limited
REAL HIFISYSTEMS

EDS (0113) 204 9458 (eve
Generous part exchange allowance

Agencies include: ATC « AVI » Bryston « Chord » Gamut «
Nordost « P ems « RE on | he

The Professional Moniter Co - Wadi nany more

Waa-' A (s cHoxns)

AT

.
Phone:
Fax:
Email:
Website:

LEEDS (0113) 204 9458
LEEDS (0113) 253 3098
info@audioreflections.co.uk
www.audioreflections.co.uk

MAIL ORDER

IAN HARRISON HIFI
SALE NOW ON!

Mail order supplier of Hi-Fi
for 17 years
Michell, Clearaudio, Graham, SME,
Hadcock, Transfiguration, Denon,
Koetsu, Trichord, EAR, Tom Evans,
Stax, Harbeth, Epos, Gamut, Graaf,
Pathos-Acoustics, Unison Research,
Van den Hul and many more.
All goods are brand new and fully
guaranteed. Goods are not supplied on
approval. Free UK delivery.

Details and prices from: lan Harrison,
7 Mill Hill, Repton, Derby DE65 6GQ, UK.
Tel: 01283 702875 9am-9pm inc Sundays

www.avihifi.com

Tel: 01453752656 AVI Intemnational Ltd
Fax 01453752777 Suites 6 & 7 Lightpill Mil
wwwavinficon  Bath Rd Trading Estate
sales@aihifi.co.uk  Stroud, Gloucestershire
\ GL5 3QF y

BIRMINGHAM

Tues - Sat 10.00am - 5.30pm
Free Car Parking

01922457926

37 HicH STREET, ALDRIDGE.
www.soundcinergy.co.uk
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ARCAYDIS » AUDIO NOTE » AUDIO RESEARCH » AUDIO TECHNICA + AVID » BEYER » CABLETALK  CHORD * CREEK © 9
DIAPASON » DYNAVECTOR » ~ EPOS » GOLORING » JADIS » JEKLIN » MICHELL » MOON  NAD « NAIM  ONKYO « OPERA » Front End Problems?
OPTIMUM/SPECTRUM « QED * REGA * RESON * SENNHEISER * SME » SONNETEER » SONUS FABER * SUGDEN © TEAC «
THORENS * TRANSPARENT CABLES * UNISONRESEARCH * ORIGIN LIVE » TRIANGLE « WATERFALL  WILSON conract:
Clearance/Secondhand/Ex Demo Equipment * Details on Request [ ]
Was Now r
Audio Analogue Bellini Pre (s/h) £625 £395 e a rl e an
Audio Analogue Donizetti Mono (pr) (s/h) £1050 £495
Audio Analogue Donizetti Stereo power (s/h) £595 £350 N
Audio Analogue Maestro CD (new) £1150 £945 It doesn’t have to cost an arm and leg to get the best
Audio Analogue Paganini CD (ex-demo) £895 £395 o Be ear _ e
Audio Analogue Puccini SE (new) foo8 Fo09 . listen to my Koetsu gnd Decca eater. )
Audio Analogue Puccini (ex-demo) black £495 £399 Also agents for Croft, Moth, Hadcock & Mitchell & E.A.R, Graham Slee projects.
Audion 3008B Silver Knight monos £375 ea N g P SaRaanvedl
Creek AS0IR (new) . now price reduced k}::ggg Vd}];le eqmpmel}t}re build service dv‘nldk.)]e,
Martin Logan Aeon (s/h) perfect £3150 - -
Mission 721 (sh) £250 £50 us cartridge re-tipping service
Monrio Asty amp (ex-demo) black £450 £229 ()2() 8688 65 65
Moon 5080 (i3) (ex-demo) £1550 £895
Musical Fidelity T1 tuner (s/h) £500 £95 . .
Onix-various models please enquire Website: WWW.thecartrldgeman.COm
Pioneer PDS703 CD player (s/h) £45
Sony WMD6C pro cassette recorder £300 £90
Sound Style speaker stands (s/h) £65
Sugden Masterclass CD (new) £2700 £2200
Sugden Bijou system (new) £2647 £1750

. ; gy | or Bevan Walsh on 01225 442244
o oyl e — ! HI-FI cHnlcE or email stuart.harris@futurenet.co.uk
AUDIO ANALOGUE COPLAND KRELL . |

) or bevan.walsh@futurenet.co.uk
0% Instant Finance Available - Written details on request

Demonstration room ® Free car parking ® Major Credit Cards i « i el
Personal Export « Mail Order = Installation Service = Repair facilities . ‘We have been more than pleased with the advemsmg that
« 5 mins walk Raynes Park BR20 mins Waterloo we have done recently with your magazine and have had very
SO (GETIS TS R A ) O S L LI Y positive returns from buyers (and sellers, as it happens...we
60 Durham Road, West Wimbledon, London SW20 0TW were recently contacted by a seller offering us a large amount

Tel: (020) 8946 1528/0331 Email: shop@obrienhifi.com

Open 9.30-5.30 Tuesday-Saturday of stock at a very good price...the seller found us in

HI-FI CHOICE). The advertising works and we enjoy dealing
with you. As always, it is a pleasure to communicate with
you...many thanks for your genuinely friendly attitude, help,
consideration and very professional courtesy.”

Very Best Wishes.....Jan and Mark, The Missing Link”

Services: Stockists of:

Free Advice in a relaxed & Analysis Plus,Audia,Audion,
friendly atmosphere Audio Physic,Avid,Ayre,
0% Finance Available Bel Canto, Chapter Audio,
2 Demonstration Rooms Chord, Dali, Exposure, Inca
Childs Play Area Design, Lexicon, Monitor
Out of Hours Appointments  Audio, McIntosh, Moon,

. Home Demonstrations Musical Fidelity, Primare,

' Mon - Sat :9am - 5pm Roksan, Ruark, Stax, Tannoy,
J Prestige, Thiel, Tivoli, Totem
: info@audiodestination.co.uk Acoustics,Van Den Hul,
mike 2 www.audiodestination.co.uk  Velodyn & many more.

A o000 01884 243 584 |
32B Bampton Street, Tiverton, Devon, EX16 6AH
HI-FICHOICE Rochesler Hi-TFi

HIGH STREET, ROCHESTER, KENT, ME1 1LD
TO ADVERTISE HERE CALL BEVAN WALSH % e

= 01225 442244

E-mail bevan.walsh@futurenet.co.uk

info@rochesterhi-fi.co.uk

ADVANTAGE, AEON, ATACAMA, AUDION, AUDIOPHILE BASE,
AVI, BAT, BOULDER,CAIRN, CLEARAUDIO, CYMBOL, FOCAL JMLAB,
GAMUT, GOLDRING, GRADIENT,GRADO, GRAHAM SLEE, GRAVES AUDIO,
LINN CLASSIK, LOEWE, LUMLEY, MERLIN MUSIC MAKER, MUSIC TOOLS,
NAD,NOTTINGHAM ANALOGUE, OPTIMUM,PARTINGTON, PURE,
QUADASPIRE,STELLO, USHER, VINCENT

CALL NOW TO UPGRADE YOUR SYSTEM
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‘ SALES & SERVICES
HI-FICHOICE
THE MANUFACTURERS’
ﬁﬂlé APPOINTED SERVICE COMPANY ?EW§ @ 01225 442244

Correct Revox Spare Parts Pricing Factory Trained Engineers
24 Hour Estimation procedure Rapid Response Turnaround
Manufacturer Upgrades and Advice Full Revox range serviced
Delivery and Collection Service Written Technical Reports
Comprehensive Guarantees Late Evening Opening

HEﬂR ECHNOLOGY IMITED

TTL House, Sheeptick End, Near Lidlington, Bedfordshire, MK43 OSF
Telephone 01525 841999 Facsimile 01525 841009

7 £ AUUDIO SP,PECIALL IS T S
Our extensive range of products includes the very finest hi-fi and home cinema from Arcam, Audio Research, B&W, Chapter Audio, Chord, Cyrus, Denon, Dream
Vision, Dynaudio, KEF, Krell, LAMM, Marantz, Martin Logan, Meridian, Michell, Mission, Monitor Audio, Musical Fidelity, Naim, Nordost, Panasonic, Pioneer,
Project, Pure, Quad, REL, Rotel, Sennheise n2, SME, Sonus Faber, TEAC, Technics, Theta, Wharfdale, Wilson Benesch and Yamaha
INTEREST FREE CREDIT ON SELECTED ITEMS APR 0%. Written details on request. Licensed Credit Broker.
Open Tuesday to Saturday 10.00 - 5.30. Late night (not Stourbridge) Wednesday until 6.30
www.musicmatters.co.uk

363 HAGLEY ROAD, EDGBASTON, 93-95 HOBS MOAT ROAD, SOLIHULL, 9 MARKET STREET, STOURBRIDGE, 10 BOLDMERE ROAD, SUTTON COLDFIELD, 344 UXBRIDGE ROAD, HATCH END,
BIRMINGHAM B17 8DL. WEST MIDLANDS B92 8JL WEST MIDLANDS DY8 1AB WEST MIDLANDS B73 5TD MIDDLESEX HAS 4HR
TEL: 0121-429 2811 FAX: 0121-434 3298 TEL: 0121-742 0254 FAX: 0121-742 0248 TEL: 01384 444184 FAX: 01384 444968 TEL: 0121 354 2311 FAX: 0121 354 1933 TEL: 020 8420 1925 FAX: 020 8420 1928

HI-FICHOICE

TO ADVERTISE HERE CALL BEVAN WALSH

simaudio moon m ! . {

7 laboratory m)au = 01225 442244
avid , %

shahinian . , , E-mail bevan.walsh@futurenet.co.uk
lavardin : : [ of el

electrofluidics
living voice
sonneteer
border patrol
neat acoustics
isoblue
resolution audio
tom evans audio
dnm/reson

Ifd audio

audio physic
slinkylinks

D

thesoundpractice

stalbans: 01727 893 928
www.thesoundpractice.com




T 01224 585713
F 01224 584194

441 Holburn Street
Aberdeen AB10 7GU

) /@ J@)]

holburntiri

MAKE A NOTE OF OUR NAME

www.holburnhifi.co.

Ex display

CD Players / CD-R Recorders / Hard Disc Recorders

Arcam FMJ CD33 CD Player (Silver)

Arcam Diva CD93 CD Player (Black & Silver)

AVI Lab Series CD CD Player

Quad 99 CD-P Upsampling CD/DAC .00..

Wadia 301 CD CD Player /Digital Pre (Silver) ... 3650.00 . d

Wadia 861 CD CD Player /Digital Pre (Black) ....7950.00 .6350.00

Amplifiers

Arcam FMJ A32 Amplifier (Silver)

Classé CA201 Power Amplifier

Cyrus Q Power Power Amplifier (Black)

Samuel Johnston PPA100 Power Amplifier

Cyrus PRE & MONO Power Amps (Black)

Meridian G51 Stereo Receiver

Quad 99 Pre & Power

Tuners

Arcam T61 FM /AM Radio(Silver)

Arcam DT81 DAB Digital Radio (Silver)

Cyrus FMX FM Tuner (Black)

Loudspeakers

Dynaudio Audience 42W Wall Mount Speakers

Cyrus CLS70 & Stands Loudspeakers /Stands

Mission 782SE Loudspeakers

Quad 12 Loudspeakers (Birdseye Maple)

DVD Players

Cyrus DVD7 DVD Player (Silver)

Denon DVD-A1 DVD Audio/Video Player

Harman Kardon DVD 2550S DVD Player (Silver) .. ...250.00

Harman Kardon DVD 506 LE DVD Player(Silver)....350.00...250.00

Pioneer DVD565 DVD Player (Silver) ...149.00

Pioneer DVD656 DVD/DVD-A/SACD (Silver) ...185.00

Pioneer DVD 747 DVD/DVD-A/SACD (Silver) ..500.00

AV Amplifiers, Receivers & Processors

Denon AVC-A11SR A/V Amplifier (Gold) ...999.99

Denon AVC-A1SR A/V Amplifier (Gold) .1999.99

Harman Kardon AVR 4550 A/V Amplifier (Black)...800.00...575.00

Audio Visual Loudspeakers

Mission Vé6c Centre (Cherry)

Mains Conditioning

Isotek The Qube 2K 2 Way mains conditioner

Home Cinema Projectors

Sim2 HT200 DLP Projector . ......cceveeveennennnnnn. 4700.00. 2000.00

Yamaha LPX500 LCD Projector 3300.00 .2500.00
econdnand

Classe CAP151 Integrated Amp

Seleco SDV-100 DLP Projector

Meridian 588 CD Player

Meridian M33 Active Speakers

...950.00
.2500.00
...380.00
.1450.00
.2700.00
.1596.00
.1000.00

...179.00
...400.00
...400.00

...350.00
...700.00
...750.00
...425.00

...500.00
.1249.99

...150.00

...1495.00 .1150.00

.1200.00
1200.00
2100.00 .1100.00
1560.00...850.00

Cyrus 7 Integrated Amplifier New Boxed NOW 350.00
it Was 700.00
| Available from all three outlets while stocks last

%mgi@ﬂ- b

AlV accessorysHoP

HIGH PERFORMANCE HI-FI & HOME THEATRE CABLES & ACCESSORIES

T 0141 332 4707
F 0141 332 0122

135 Gt Western Road
Glasgow G4 9AH

glasgowsupio

MAKE A NOTE OF OUR NAME

www.glasgowaudio.com

CD Players / CD-R Recorders / Hard Disc Recorders
Quad 99 CD CD Player

Quad 99 CD-P Upsampling CD/DAC

Yamaha CDR-HD1300 mk2 CD Recorder HDD
Amplifiers

Cyrus Pre X Preamplifier (Silver)

Meridian G51 Stereo Receiver
Loudspeakers

Dynaudio Audience 42 Rosewood

Castle Harlech S2 (Maple) Floorstanding ...699.00
Castle Howard S3 (Cherry) Floorstanding .00...949.00
Meridian DSP5000 Mk2 (Rosewood)Digital Active 4540.00 .3750.00
Rega Alya Floorstanding Loudspeaker (Cherry) ...525.00...325.00
Subwoofers

REL Q400 Subwoofer (Maple)

Turntables

Project RPM 4 Turntable (Black/Silver)
Televisions

Loewe Aconda 40 LS + C31 Stand 40" Widescreen
Loewe Aventos 3981ZP P 32" Widescreen CRT ...1340.00...
DVD Players

Arcam DV 88 DVD Player (Silver)
Cyrus DVD 7 Upgradeable DVD Player (Silver) ...1000.00.
Harman/Kardon DVD 21 DVD Player
Harman/Kardon DVD 2550S DVD Player
Harman/Kardon DVD 30 DVD Audio

Meridian G91DH DVD Audio AV Controller
Pioneer DV-656A DVD Audio Player (Black)
Yamaha DVD-S550 (boxed)

AV Amplifiers, Receivers & Processors
Arcam AVR 200 DD/DTS AV Receiver (Black)
Cyrus AV8 DD/DTS AV Processor (Silver)
Denon ADV-1000 DD/DTS AV Receiver /DVD
Denon AVR 3802 DD/DTS AV Receiver (Black)
Harman/Kardon AVR 5500 DD/DTS AV Receiver....750.00...395.00
Harman/Kardon AVR 5550 DD/DTS AV Receiver....900.00...699.00
Harman/Kardon AVR 130 DD/DTS AV Receiver ...279.00
Harman/Kardon AVR 230 DD/DTS AV Receiver ...399.00
Harman/Kardon AVR 330 DD/DTS AV Receiver ...479.00
Harman/Kardon AVR 430 DD/DTS AV Receiver ..639.00
...749.00
.3996.00
...450.00
..109.00

...485.00
...749.00
...499.00

1000.00...745.00
1995.00 .1596.00

...350.00

1100.00...749.00
325.00...245.00

1950.00
999.00

1000.00...549.00
..649.00
+:2175.00
...249.00
...345.00
.3116.00
...400.00
...109.00

...449.00
...850.00
.00...449.00
850.00...499.00

Meridian G68ADV Surround Controller

Rotel RB 985 Mk 2 5 Channel Power Amplifier
Yamaha DVD-S550 (boxed)

Audio Visual Loudspeakers

Mission M5ds (black/boxed)

Mission M7ds (black+silver/boxed)

Home Cinema Projectors

Sim2 Domino 20 DLP Projector (Black)

...149.00
..139.00

.2700.00

Cyrus Pre X Preamplifier (silver)

T 01224 585771
F 01224 213492

Cessorysnop.co.ukK

361 Holburn Street
Aberdeen AB10 7FQ
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DEALER

Choosing a good hi-fi dealer is the most
vital step in acquiring the system that is
right for you. This unique directory gives
full information on dealers able to help in

BATH/ BRISTOL

THE RIGHT NOTE, tel: 01225 874728. Give your
ears a new reference point for the best sounds at
any price. Forget reviews and trying to put together
a system like a patchwork quilt with the 'best’ bits
around. It's our job to do the assessing, you judge
the results. Come here, or we'll come to you, and
plan a system for the future, even if you spread the
purchases. Leave “upgrade-itis” behind, save money
and enjoy music. Just listen, and you'll know. CD:
Accuphase, Advantage, Audio Synthesis, Balanced
Audio Technology, dCS (Elgar etc), Meracus, Pass,
Sugden, Wadia. Vinyl: Audio Synthesis, Basis,
Clearaudio, DNM, Graham, (The) Groove, Lehmann
(Black Cube), Michell, Sumiko, Transfiguration. Amps:
Accuphase, Advantage, Balanced Audio Technology,
CAT, DNM, Gamut, Lumley, Meracus, Michell, Nagra,
Pass, Sonneteer, Spectral, Sugden. Speakers: Audio
Physic, BKS, Ethos, Harbeth, Lumley, Magneplanar,
NEAT, Totem, Verity Audio. Tuners: Accuphase,
Magnum Dynalab. Cables: Argento, Chord Co, DNM,
Hovland, Nordost, SonicLink, Siltech, Yamamura
Churchill. Mains: Accuphase.

ACOUSTICA, 17 Hoole Rd, Chester CH2 3NH.
www.acoustica.co.uk. Tel: 01244 344227. All

that's best in Hi-Fi and Home Cinema from quality
manufacturers including Naim, Rega, Bowers &
Wilkins, Sugden, Musical Fidelity, Rotel, Primare,
Teac, Harman Kardon, JM Lab, Spendor, Quadraspire,
Royd, Michell, Sonus Faber, SIM/Seleco Projectors &
Yamaha. We offer friendly, helpful advice, interest-
free credit and trade-in facilities, and deliver and
install systems through Cheshire, Merseyside and
North Wales. Open Tues. - Sat. 10-5.30, evenings by
arrangement.

ACTON GATE AUDIO, 4 Ruabon Rd., Wrexham.
Tel: 01978 364500. Audio Visual specialists. AAD,
Arcam, Audio Analogue, Bose, Celestion, Castle,
Denon, Harman- Kardon, Jamo, JBL, Marantz,
Michell, Mission, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Onkyo, Pure
Digital, Quad, REL, Roksan, Ruark, Tannoy, Teac,
UKD, Unico, Vibe, Yamaha. Demonstration room,
installation service. Easy parking and motorway

DIRECTORY

NORTH WEST

DOUG BRADY HI-FI, Kingsway Studios, Kingsway
North, Warrington WA1 3NU. Tel: 01925 828009.
Email: doug.brady@ dougbradyhifi.com. Website:
www.dougbrady hifi.com. For the widest range of
high quality hi-fi in the Northwest. Family business
est. 45 years. 3 demo rooms, inc. home cinema,
home trials; deliveries throughout NW; Mastercard,
Visa, credit facilities - Interest Free Credit!

Open 10.30 - 6. Send for free map. BADA

HI-FI SHOWROOMS, 12a West St,

off West St car park, Congleton, Cheshire. CW12
1JR. Tel: 01260 280017.

Email: mail@hifishowrooms.co.uk.

Web: www.hifishowrooms.co.uk. Carefully selected
audio range, including Naim, NAD, Roksan, Michell,
Harman, Primare, Castle, Vienna, JM Labs, Neat
Acoustics, Ruark, Audion Valve amps, Project,
Goldring, Monitor Audio. Also the best in AV from
Harman, Onkyo, Lexicon, M&K, Primare, Parasound,
Naim, SIM2, Vutec, Da-lite, REL, MJ Acoustics,
definitve. Demonstration by appointment.

Open Tuesday - Saturday.

COUNTY DU

MUSIC MATTERS, 17 Coniscliffe Road, Darlington,
County Durham DL3 7EE

Tel: 01325 481 418. Tues - Sat 10.00-5.30

Weds 10.00-6.30 www.musicmatters.co.uk IsJ-XaY:Y

MOVEMENT AUDIO, 588 Ashley Road, Parkstone,
Poole. Tel: 01202 730865/380018. www.
movement-audio.co.uk. Arcam, Audio Vector,

B&W, Castle, Chord Electronics, Cyrus, Denon,
Densen, Lavardin, Marantz, Mission (inc. FS series),
NAD, Pioneer, Roksan, REL, Rotel, Tannoy (inc.
Dimension), Yamaha. 3 demo rooms, Hi Fi and
Home Cinema specialists, easy parking on site,
high quality used equipment, massive range of
audio and video leads and connectors etc. Credit

access. Mastercard, Visa etc. facilities. Open Tues-Sat 10-5.30. IBADA
Members of the British Audio dealers
Association are able to offer:
@ Two year guarantee, transferable to For more information contact
another BADA dealer should the pur BADA on
chaser move more than 30 miles
from his/her original address yoy 0870 126 9137
@ low cost five year guarantee option
@ proper demonstration facilities
@ seven day exchange or refund
scheme if the dealer' s advice is taken ] mnmmlmmm%
on product selection e symbol OhsebLy
@ fully guaranteed service work INDICATES MEMBERSHIP
@ customer complaints procedure in the OF THE BRITISH AUDIO
event of problems DEALERS ASSOCIATION

your area.

MOVEMENT AUDIO, 926 Wimborne Road,
Moordown, Bournemouth, Dorset. Tel: 01202
529988/ 520066. www.movement-audio.co.uk.
Arcam, B&W, Celestion, Denon, KEF, Marantz,
Michell, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Opera, Pioneer,
Project, Quad, REL, Roksan, Rotel, Tannoy, Teac,
Yamaha. Home cinema and Hi Fi specialists, full
demo facilities, friendly expert advice, home demo
and installation, easy parking, credit facilities,
Visa/Mastercard. Open Tues-Sat 9.30-5.30.

WEYMOUTH HI-FI, 33-35 Maiden Street,
Weymouth. Tel: 01305 785729/766345.
www.movement-audio.co.uk.

Arcam, B&W, Castle, Celestion, Denon, KEF,
Meridian, Mission, Musical Fidelity, Panasonic,
Pioneer, Project, Quad, Rotel, Technics, Yamaha
plus large range of PA. and DJ audio and lighting,
multi room and commercial installation specialists,
Home Cinema and DVD, Projection TV and plasma,
2 demo rooms, credit facilities, Visa/ Mastercard.
Open Mon-Sat 9.30-5.30

ADVENTURES IN HI-FI, 5 Bishopsgate, off
Hallgate, Wigan WN1 1NL. Tel: 01942 234202
For the best hi-fi and home cinema products

from quality manufacturers including B&W, Royd,
Bryston, Neat, Michelle, Naim, Rega, Cyrus, NAD,
KEF, Denon, Dynavector, Shahinian, JM Lab, PMC,
Project, Quadraspire. We offer friendly advice,
excellent demonstration facilities, 0% finance, free
delivery and installation throughout the North West.
Opening hours 10.00 - 5.30 Tuesday to Saturday,
IBADAI

evenings by appointment.

ROMERS HIFI, 11 Lomax Street,

Great Harwood, Nr Blackburn, Lancs. BB6 7DJ.
01254 880220 Mon-Sat 9-5

The Northwest's premier HiFi and Home
Cinema dealer - full demonstration facilities,
featuring the following brands:

Electronics: Arcam, Cyrus, Denon, Exposure,
Quad, Lexicon, N.A.D., Pioneer, Roksan, Sony,
Moon.

Speakers: Focal, JMLabs, Quad, Monitor Audio,
Totem, Wharfedale.

Subwoofers: Velodyne, REL, MJ Acoustics.
Plasma - LCD & Projectors: InFocus, Pioneer, Sony.
Furniture: Atacama, Partington, Optimum,
Sonus, Soundations

Cables: Nordost, Chord, QED, Van Den Hul, TCI.

And many more leading brands, in all fields. Come
down and see our expert, friendly staff with any
of your problems, be it a first time purchase or

upgrading your current system.

DIVINE AUDIO, The Courtyard,

Bennett's Place, High Street, Market Harborough,
LE16 7NL 01858 432999

Leicestershire's freshest hi-fi and home cinema
retailer, offering a service that you expect in an
environment that will excite you.

Stunning cinema and two channel demonstration
facilities, comfy chairs, and coffee!

We get outstanding results from Arcam,

Art Loudspeakers, Audio Analogue, Beyerdynamic,
Custom Design, Chord Company, Draper Screens,
Ergo, Exposure, Focal.JMLab, Infocus, Isoblue,
Kube Design, Metz televisions, NAD, Nottingham
Analogue Studio, Opera, Oray Screens, Partington,
Pathos, PMC, ProAC, Pro-Ject, Quadraspire, Revolver,
Ruark, Sonus, Sugden, Tivoli, Triangle, Unison
Research and a few other surprises.

We are open Tuesday ~ Saturday 9.30 - 5.30 and
by arrangement.

Free parking outside the courtyard.

All normal methods of payment accepted.

01858 432999

WWW.DIVINEAUDIO.CO.UK,
INFO@DIVINEAUDIO0.CO.UK

LEICESTER HI-FI CO, St Martins Square Leicester
LEY SEW. Tel: 0116 253 9753

Fax: 0116 262 6097

Website: www.leicesterhifi.co.uk

Email: shop.leicesterhifi@btconnect.com

Acoustic Energy, Arcam, Atacama, B&W/ Nautilus,
BenQ, Chord Electronics, Creek, Crimson, Cyrus/
CyrusLink, Denon, Exposure, Greig IK Loudspeakers,
Marantz, Michell, Mission, Mordaunt-Short MP3
Players, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Optimum, Pioneer,
ProAc, Project, Pure, Quad, Rotel, Roksan, Sharp,
Tag Mclaren, Teac, Totem, Yamaha, and more.

4 Listening areas/rooms over 3 floors. We can
Demonstrate, Deliver and Install. HiFi/Home
Cinema/Multi-room Audio/Plasma/LCD/Custom
Installation/ Design. Bargain Bin on Website. Open
Mon-Sat 9.30-5.30 IBADAI

CORNFLAKE.CO.UK, 37 Windmill Street,

London W1T 2JU. Tel: 020 7631 0472,

fax: 020 7436 7165. E-mail: help@ cornflake.co.uk.
Open Tues-Sat 10-6, Thurs 10-7.

The specialists in high quality sound, be it for one
room or many more. They offer friendly advice, and a
full delivery and installation service is available. Two
listening rooms with full AZV facilities demonstrating
Arcam, ATC, AVI, Bryston, Dynaudio, Isotek, Mark
Levinson, Lexicon, Naim, Origin Live, Proceed, PMC,
Rega, Totem, Yamaha and more. Service department.
Amex, Mastercard, Switch, Visa and worldwide mail
order service. Still the coolest Hi-Fi shop in London.
www.comflake.co.uk.

GRAHAMS HI-FI, Canonbury Yard, 190a New
North Road, London N1 Tel: 020 7226 5500.
www.grahams.co.uk ' One of the 5 best hi-fi shops
in the world' . Arcam, Linn, Meridian, Naim, Rega,
and more... Home cinema and whole house custom
installed solutions. Free parking, 4 demo rooms,
service dept, open Tues-Sat. Ring for appointment

IBADA!
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GREATER MANCHESTER

ADVENTURES IN HI-FI, 5 Bishopsgate, off
Hallgate, Wigan WN1 TNL. Tel: 01942 234202.
See main entry under Lancashire.

ACOUSTICA, 17 Hoole Rd, Chester CH2 3NH. Tel:
01244 344227. See our main entry under Cheshire.

MUSIC MATTERS, 344 Uxbridge Road, Hatchend,
Middlesex HAS 4HR.

Tel: 020 8420 1925. Arcam, Audio Research, B & W,
Chapter Audio, Chord, Cyrus, Denon, Dream Vision,
Dynaudio, KEF, Krell, LAMM, Marantz, Martin Logan,
Meridan, Michel, Mission, Monitor Audio, Musical
Fidelity, Naim, Nordost, Panasonic, Pioneer, Project,
Pure, Quad, REL, Rotel, Sennheiser, Sim2, SME, Sonus
Faber, TEAC, Technics, Theta, Wharfdale, Wilson
Benesch, Yamaha. Excellent demonstration and
home trial facilities. Free installation. Customised
multi-room systems. All major credit cards accepted.
Full credit facilities available.

Tues - Sat 10.00-5.30, Weds 10.00-6.30.
www.musicmatters.co.uk BADA

WEST MIDLANDS

ACOUSTICA, 114 Wolverhampton Road, Stafford
ST17 4AH. Tel: 01785 258216.
See our main entry under Cheshire.

BASICALLY SOUND, The Old School Rd, Bracon
Ash, Norwich NR14 8HC.

Tel: 01508 570829.

Audio Analogue, Beyer, Bryston,

Chord Cables, Creek, Denon, Dynavector, Epos,
Goldring, Grado, Isoblue, Naim,

ProAc, PMC, Rega, Soundstyle, Thule,

Unison Research.

2 comprehensive demo rooms. Home Trial. Free
installation. Visa, Mastercard.

0% Finance. Tues-Fri 9.30-1, 2-5.30.

All day Sat. IBADAI

www.falcon-acoustics.co.uk

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE

NOTTINGHAM HI-FI CENTRE, 120-122 Alfreton
Road, Nottingham. Tel: 0115 978 6919. www.
nottinghamhifi.co.uk. We are the area's leading
specialists. Relax in our superb demonstration
rooms and enjoy the very best in Hi-Fi, multi-room
and home cinema solutions. Our outstanding
customer service means a two-year parts and labour
guarantee, an on-site service department and a full
delivery and installation service. Home trials and free
easy parking are also available. Established in 1968,
we have been giving sound advice for over 30 years.
Open Mon-Sat 9 - 5.30. IBADAI

OXFORDSHIRE

ASTLEY AUDIO LTD, 3 Marketplace, Wallingford
0X10 OEC. Tel: 01491 839305, fax: 01491 825024
Founded 1975. Creat deals on B&W, Denon, KEF,
Marantz, Mission, Panasonic, Pioneer, Project, Sony,
Technics, Yamaha. Home trial, installation and
delivery service. Service dept on site. 2 yr guarantee
on most products. Interest free credit on selected
items. 1 home cinema room, 2 listening rooms.
Mastercard, Visa, Amex, Diners. Instant credit.
Tues-Fri 9-5.30, Sat 9-5. CDs and DVDs stocked.

SHROPSHIRE

CREATIVE AUDIO, 9 Dogpole, Shrewsbury

SY1 1EN. Tel: 01743 236055.

Email sales@creative-audio.co.uk,
www.creative-audio.co.uk.

Internet prices - from a specialist shop!

One of the largest ranges of Hi-Fi/Home Cinema
equipment outside London. Massive world-famous
website, featuring huge savings on all the popular
brands. Acoustic Energy, Alphason, Arcam, Atacama,
Cabletalk, Celestion, Chord, Cyrus, Denon, Draper
screens, InFocus Screenplay projectors, JM Labs, KEF,
Mission, MJ Acoustics, NAD, Naim, NEC Projectors,
Onkyo, Optimum, Oray screens, Partington, Pioneer,
Pioneer Plasma, Project, Pure DAB radios, QED,
Roksan, Soundstyle, Stands Unique, Wharfedale,
Yamaha.

Staff so experienced they are old enough to be
carbon dated, comfortable dem room with plasma
and projector (and freshly ground coffee!), expert
installation, specialist workshop, free 2 and 5 year
guarantees, custom cable manufacture, quality used
bargains etc etc - in fact everything you would expect
from one of Europe’s leading audio specialists.

See for yourself - visit www.creative-audio.co.uk

ACOUSTICA, 114 Wolverhampton Road, Stafford
ST17 4AH. www.acoustica.co.uk Tel: 01785 258216
All that's best in Hi -Fi and Home Cinema from
quality manufacturers including Naim, Rega, Bowers
& Wilkins, Sugden, Musical Fidelity, Rotel, Primare,
Teac, Harman Kardon, JM Lab, Michell, Ruark, Kef,
NAD, Onkyo, SIM/Seleco Projectors, NEC Plasma &
Yamaha. We offer friendly, helpful advice, interest
-free credit and trade-in  facilities, and deliver and
install systems throughout Staffordshire and the
Midlands. Opening hours Tues. - Sat. 10.30-6.00,
evenings by arrangement.

EASTERN AUDIO, 41 Bramford Rd, Ipswich IP1
2LU. Tel: 01473 217217. Email: Hifi@eastern-audio.
com. Giving sound advice for over 25 years. Parking
Demo room. Lots of free advice. Arcam, Meridian,
Denon, Quad, NAD, B&W, Celestion, Project, KEF,
Castle, Technics, Top Tape, plus all the usual and
unusual leads, cables, stands, racks, headphones,
cartridges & styli etc.

AUDIO IMAGES, 128 London Road North,
Lowestoft, Suffolk NR32 THB. 01502 582853
info@audioimages-hifi.com - www.audioimages-hifi.com
THE Hifi & Home Cinema shop.

From the smallest item to the largest custom install
Fully remote lighting systems.

A refreshingly different selection with Valve amps to
transistor, Cartridges to headphones & Turntables to
Projectors. Helpful, friendly people to deal with.
Synthesis, Rothwell, Shinpy-audio Volta, Sugden,
Triangle, Castle, Michell, ScreenPlay, Lumley, Harman
Kardon, Project, Rako, Sim2, Onkyo, Velodyne, Vincent,
Stax, Grado, Pathos, JM Labs, Pioneer, Mirage, Hovland,
Boulder, Tom Evans Audio Design, Isol-8, Ortofon,
Goldring, Van den Hul, Townshend, Vifa & many others
to list

All full dealer facilities with separate dem room, repairs
and servicing

PJ HI-FI, 3 Bridge Street, Guildford GU1 4RY. Tel:
01483 504801/ 304756. Mon-Sat 9am-6pm
Arcam, B&W, Denon, Linn, Meridian, Mission/Cyrus,
Kef, Marantz, NAD, Pioneer, Primare, Proac, Quad,
REL, Rega, Rotel, Tag Mclaren, Yamaha. Demo
rooms for Hi-Fi/home cinema, parking, delivery &
installation. Service department on premises.

Call now. IBADAI

WEST MIDLANDS

MUSIC MATTERS, 363 Hagley Road,

Edgbaston, Birmingham B17 8DL.

Tel: 0121 429 2811. Arcam, Audio Research, B & W,
Chapter Audio, Chord, Cyrus, Denon, Dream Vision,
Dynaudio, KEF, Krell, LAMM, Marantz, Martin Logan,
Meridan, Michel, Mission, Monitor Audio, Musical
Fidelity, Naim, Nordost, Panasonic, Pioneer, Project,
Pure, Quad, REL, Rotel, Sennheiser, Sim2, SME, Sonus
Faber, TEAC, Technics, Theta, Wharfdale, Wilson
Benesch, Yamaha. Excellent demonstration and
home trial facilities. Free installation. Customised
multi-room systems. All major credit cards accepted.
Full credit facilities available.

Tues - Sat 10.00-5.30, Weds 10.00-6.30.
www.musicmatters.co.uk BADA

MUSIC MATTERS, Hobbs Moat Road, Solihull, W.
Midlands B92 8JL.

Tel: 0121 742 0254. Tues - Sat 10.00-5.30 Weds
10.00-6.30 www.musicmatters.co.uk IBADA]

MUSIC MATTERS, 9 Market Street, Stourbridge, W
Midlands BY8 1AB.

Tel: 01384 444184. Tues - Sat 10.00-5.30

Weds 10.00-6.30 www.musicmatters.co.uk IZY:XoY=Y

MUSIC MATTERS, 10 Boldmere Road, Sutton
Coldfield, W. Midlands B73 5DT.

Tel: 0121 354 2311. Tues - Sat 10.00-5.30 Weds
10.00-6.30 www.musicmatters.co.uk

WILTSHIRE

SALISBURY HI-FI, 15 Catherine Street, Salisbury.
Tel: 01722 322169/330841. www.movement-audio.
co.uk. Arcam, Audio Analogue, B&W, Celestion,
Chord Company, Denon, Harmon Kardon, KEF,
Marantz, Meridian (inc. Digital theatre), Mission,
Michell, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Nordost, Opera,
Project, QED, Rotel, REL, Teac, Yamaha. Home
Cinema and Hi Fi specialists, multi room and
commercial installation specialists, service dept. on
site, high quality used equipment, projection TV
and plasma. 2 demo rooms, credit facilities, Visa/
Mastercard. Open Mon-Sat 9.30-5.30.  [SY:XsJ:\

THE AUDIO ROOM, 2 George Street, Hedon, Hull,
HU12 8JH. tel 01482 891375. www.theaudioroom.
co.uk. High quality two channel and home theatre
needs catered for. Authorised agents for Linn
Products, Naim Audio, Spectral, Accuphase, Krell,
Audio Research, Cyrus, Nagra, Sugden, Rega, Unison
Research, Pathos, Rotel, Bowers and Wilkin, Focal
JM Lab, Proac, Spendor, Pen Audio, Sonus Faber,
Koetsu, Lyra, Ortofon, Grado, Stax, Audiophile

Base, BCD, Hutter, Quadraspire, Stands Unique,
Nordost, Siltech, The Chord Company, Townshend.
We travel throughout the UK, and believe we offer
the most comprehensive range of quality products
available and a service that is unbeatable. Open
Mon - Sat, 9am - 6pm (later by appointment). Credit
facilities and home demonstration available.Free
and easy car parking available as well as a relaxed
and comfortable environment assured. The North's
friendliest and most complete dealer

YORKSHIRE (SOUTH)
DONCASTER

THE HI-FI STUDIOS, The Long Barn, Wakefield
Road, Hampole, Doncaster DN6 7EU. Tel: 01302
727274/ 725550, fax: 01302 727274.

Email: info@thehifistudios .freeserve.co.uk.

Web: thehifistudios.co.uk

Hi-Fi, Home Cinema and Multi-Room experts.
Musical Fidelity, Tag McLaren,Wadia, Anthony
Gallow, ProAc, Ruark, Castle, Teac, Unison Research,
Impulse Horns, Monitor Audio, Harbeth, NAD,
Michell Turntables, Audio Analogue, Living
Voice, Exposure, Densen, Lynwood Electronics,
Opera, Trichord Research, Nordost, Stands Unique,
Stax Electrostatics, Ortofon, Project, Goldring,

REL Subwoofers, Tag McLaren, SIM 2 & Denon
Home Cinema products, plus others. Viewing and
demonstration by appointment. Home trials and
free installation on hi-fi equipment. Credit card and
finance facilities. Phone for more information.
10am-6.30pm Tues-Fri, 10am-5pm Sat.

Closed Sunday & Monday. BADA|

ACOUSTICA, 17 Hoole Rd, Chester CH2 3NH. Tel:
01244 344227. See our main entry under Cheshire,

ACTON GATE AUDIO, 4 Ruabon Rd., Wrexham
Tel: 01978 364500. Demonstration room,
installation service. Easy parking and motorway
access. Mastercard, Visa etc. See main entry under
Cheshire

To advertise in the
[[I][F# Dealer Directory,

Call Bevan Walsh
on 01225 788255 now!
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A-Z GUIDE TO SECOND-HAND KIT
#13 MISSION

ew speaker manufacturers have the
Fbrand recognition of Mission. The fact

that Mission has been the top seller for
years and the products are generally robust
means Mission speakers are plentiful on the
second-hand market. As a rule, they tend to
suit rock and pop and have been pitched at
the bottom end of the price scale, but there
have been some exceptions, and these are
what we're going to take a look at here.

Launched in late 1993, the 752 floorstander

pioneered the use of HDA (High Definition
Aerogel) in an affordable speaker. The material
in question formed the bass cone and made
the 752 one of the most transparent and
detailed speakers of its time. Priced at £500,
many reviewers called it one of the finest
transducers at under £1,000 and, although the
matching metal dome tweeter could sound a

upright front baffle and a new chamber design
known as DCTT (Double Chamber Triple
Tuned). Once again the 752 received glowing
reviews and remained a firm favourite with
both the press and public alike until its
replacement in 2000 by the 7 7-series.

Of the two, the more integrated sounding
752 Freedom is the one to have, but don't
expect such sonic excellence to come cheap.
Although only £580 new, second-hand 'F'
versions go for a hefty £300-£400. Still, it's a
price worth paying; as well as excellent sound
quality, durability is to Mission’s usual high
standards. Parts aren’t a problem, but damage
that expensive HDA woofer and expect a steep
£74 bill, even before fitting. If you can't stretch
to a 752F, the standard version is still worth
having and will set you back a more modest
£200-£275.

“This £2350 compact standmount had many
of the beguiling characteristics of the 752.”

little detached and peaky, with the perspective
of time, we'd generally say they were right. This
compact floorstander has stood the test of
time and, even today, still sounds remarkably
fresh and modern. Not content with something
of an icon on its hands, in late 1996, Mission
redesigned the 752 to make the 752 Freedom.
The £80 price rise bought about a smoother
and more expensive sitk dome tweeter, an

Another Mission favourite of ours is the
750LE. This was produced as a limited edition
to celebrate Mission’s 20th birthday and, as
such, only produced from 1997 to early 2000.
A bargain new, this £250 compact
standmount had many of the beguiling
characteristics of the 752 — hardly surprising
when it also used a HDA woofer. The tweeter
was a cheaper, fabric design and cheap to

DIY CORNER 5P|

Fart 13 Diaphragms part four

ne of the most interesting drive unit
cone materials involves creating a
sandwich of more than one layer of
different materials. It's by no means a new
idea; British brands such as Leak, Celestion and
KEF were applying it way back in the 1960s.
However, the technique fell out of favour.
Recently, French maker Focal has been using
a combination of woven glasshbre either side
of a structural foam in its W-sandwich cones.
Something broadly similar in outline (though
not in detail) is the Rohacell sandwich cones
used in recent B&W bass drivers.
Making a cone thicker will enhance its
stiffness, but adding layers of thin fabric either

2 SECOND-HAND BUYER | september 2005

side of a foam core will increase this stiffness
still further. This increases the bandwidth over
which it will operate as a pure piston, but the
stiffer the cone, the more violent its ultimate
break up behaviour is likely to be.

This is where sandwich construction offers
potential, as its characteristics can — in theory,
at least — be varied in order to combine high
stiffness with good self-damping. Achieving
such ideal behaviour is not easy in practice,
though engineers are learning how to make
the most of the available materials.

It's best to use a drive unit only over the
range in which its cone behaves pistonically,
and try and control the ultimate break-up

Above: Mission’s 750LE standmount loudspeaker

replace (£15.40 plus fitting), but this is not
quite as silky smooth as its more expensive
brother. As a speaker | used myself for some
time, it's a design that comes highly
recommended. Examples aren't as numerous as
other Mission standmounts, but persevere and
you should be able to pick up a pair for
£80-£125. Incidentally, both models come in a
range of real wood veneers so if you're not a
fan of ‘boring black’ or 'retro rosewood’, then
carry on looking until you find a finish that
suits. Although perhaps not the greatest
bargains within these pages, a pair of 750LE or
752(F)s is one of those purchases that few will
regret. Buy with confidence. HFC
Dominic Todd
Next month: Meridian

modes above the nominal operating band. The
simpler the network, the more gradual the
filter slopes, and the wider the bandwidth over
which good behaviour is necessary. HFC

Paul Messenger

DIY CONTACTS

FALCON ACOUSTICS @ 01493 751100

& www.falcon-acoustics.co.uk

WILMSLOW AUDIO == 01455 286603
Swwavimion oo
1PL ACOUSTICS @ 01271 867439

# www.iplacoustics.co.uk

NEXT MONTH: Tweeter diaphragms
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CABLES / SUPPORTS / ACCESSORIES

ELECTRONICS

Finite Elemente,

Eichman

Cardas, Clearaudio,
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T. 01562 731100

ENQUIRIES:

Nordost, Quadrasphire,

Siltech, Shakti, Shun Mook, Transparent, Van de Hul.

Furatech, Grand Prix Racing,
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F. 01562 730228

TURNTABLES / CARTRIDGES

LOUDSPEAKERS

BELBROUGHTON. DY9 9TD

THE OLD CHAPEL, FORGE LANE,
sales@midlandaudiox-change.co.uk

Avid, Benz Micro, Dynavector, Koetsu, Kuzma, Lyra,

Michell, Rega, Roksan, RS Labs, SME, Triplannar, VPI.

Avalon, JM Labs, Konus! Audio, Pen Audio, Proac, Peak

.

Audio Physic, ATC,

Verity Audio.

Velodyne,

REL, Sonus Faber,

Consult, Martin Logan,
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Analogue

21 -22 tel: 01592 744 779

Cadham Centre fax: 01592 744 710
Glenrothes

KY7 6RU info@shadowaudio.co.uk
Scotland www.shadowaudio.co.uk

AD DSP 9000 Pro $3 DAC pre
2 CD player (£4000
24bit D

D( ‘\\( rdi latest spec
/ e Meastro CD player
lia 270 Transport, current s
di La Scala

Musical Fidelity A308CD )h\r >
Roksan Kandy MKIII \ll\u /black ex-dem
Audio Analogue Paganini

/s '\\kn m (£4000)
Copland C 5 3 TA re/power combination (£2997)
()UMH 1012 D >
k A3 (I\[m am'xl'i(ull‘

\mw al Fidelity X-80 v

RT Diavolo Power \mplm« r (£5402)

Pathos Classic One mkll (£1

TP-80 integrated valve amplifier
lity Nu-Vista amplifier

1ssive pre
)5)

§ Plinius SA 100 MK3

|
§

I’Immx M16P (with phono stage)
power amplifier

C re m( pre amp

Musical Fidelity | pn\\u amplifier

8§ Quad Ii-forty system,pre-amp+2 miono blocks
! Plinius CD LAD balanced pre-amp
0

Audio Analogue M
Chord SPM 800 power amplifier

Krell KAV 300i

ab DXS4 ¢ | 1mphm
k Levi re-amplifier
ark l(\msun 5 power amplifier

Croft TS1 with Epoch Pre (
| Roksan Caspian M Series pre+monoblocks
i ART Conductor Pre-amp

Conrad Johnson 16LS pre-amp (£80( 0)

f Audio \nahxuu Puccini Settanta (

Musical Fidelity A3cr pre amp
len Masterclass Mono blocks (£66
len Masterclass Pre-amplifies
idio Note Soro SE + built in phono stage
sraaf GMS0, KT88 valve amp, black (£4000)

# Musical Fidelity X-150 v3

Hovland HP100 pre ilt in phste

§ Hovland R Power amplifier (£7

|

Hovland t 0 + phono st
Audio Analog
e Primo
hSR 1
< ity A308 Power am
Musical Fidelity A308 Pre amplif
Roksan Kancly MKIII (silver or zﬂ aC

Living Voice Auditorium mkll speakers (£1900)
Dmpas( on Karis [Il speakers + matching stands
Ref 3a Dacapo i, mapl

lmnx_,\rmr /atar kers in Maple (£2

Audio ! speakers, black-+stands (

JM Lab ( ()l

Triangle He

\'\ﬂsnn 2 t

Kuun(ilah\\llll-nmlm\;\» yptional Tonoidal Transformers-+bi-wire (£10k)
Triangle Australe in cherry (£3300)

Living Voic atar OBX-R in Cherry

Wilson Ber

Quad 989 ESL Vinta

Quad 988 ESL in Nouve:

Audio Physic Sp nH [¢ sht me lph
Audio Phys i, sht maple
Audio Physic Tempo3i SE, € h( Ty h‘h: maple
lio Physic Virgo lli, € herry
on Benesch ACT 1, Cherry
Triangle Antal ES

Linn LP12, Naim Aero tonearm, Armageddon PSU, Cirkus
excellent cond (£4000+)
2800)

Musical Fidelity M nunmhl( h(m as new
Pro-ject 2.9 wood + Ortofon 510 cartridge
Michell Orbe SE boxed as new

SME 10A, boxed

Nottingham Analogue Spacedec

EAR 834P de-luxe phono stage

Ortofon Jubilee - very low hours
Trichord Dino - silver front

J Stax SRS-4040 tube system

1SOL-8 2k Qube2 mains conditioner (£1500)
Townshend Super Tweeters in Titanium matt

J| Stax SRS 4040 tube system - boxed unused with Stax stand+cover

Call 01592 744 779 for the best
Part Exchange prices!

definitive audio

Definitive Audio creates a quality of musical experience
that is peerless. Our service is bespoke, our philosophy
is unique and our results are celebrated the world over.
We use a selection of the most artful and ingenious
creations, including the emotionally persuasive and
sublimely beautiful KSL Kondo amplifiers
and Living Voice loudspeakers.
KSL Kondo - full product range
Resolution Audio Opus 21
Magnum Dynalab
Kuzma, including Airline and XL

SME including Model 30
Finite Elemente including Pagode HD Reference Series

New Western Electric 300B valves available from stock.

Sale of part exchanged and ex-dem items Sale  New
Living Voice Avatar 1 - cherry £1900 £2700
Living Voice Auditorium - cherry - bruised but nice £800 £1700
Living Voice Auditorium - maple - 12 months £1100 £1700
Art Audio Quintet integrated - 6 months - hair-shirt, single input joy £2400 £3100
Art Audio Concerto power (6550) - old bird but serviced and happy £1600 £3800
Art Audio PX25 - 5watts - Single ended flea power for the sensitive type £3000 £4000
Eastern Electric Mini Max pre-amp - new, boxed - compact, quality cutie £400 £800
AudioNote (UK) Ltd P.Zero pre + monos £500

Audio Reseach Reference 600 monos - very powerful and very heavy £10000£30000n
Nottingham Analogue Space Deck + Living Voice Mystic Mat £700 £1080
Nottingham Analogue Interspace + RB300 + Living Voice Mystic Mat £500 £860
Ruark Crusader Il - black - OK condition - tweed jacket stylie £800 £1900
Sugden Masterclass integrated - nearly new £2500 £3300
AVI S2000 M1 integrated amp £400 £1000
Border Patrol S20 - mahogany - power amp - 6 months £5900 £7300
Border Patrol P21 - mahogany - integrated - 11 months £3800 £4800
Canary 608 (blue) line integrated - great sound for low dough £1900 £3000
Canary 303 [110v] - new - fillet mignon £3800 £7200
Canary 309 - very nearly new - beef wellington £4800 £10000
Canary 801 [110v] line pre-amp - lemon torte £2500 £4500
Cyrus CD8 CD Player - 2 years old £600 £1000
Cyrus DAC X - 1 month old - perfect £900 £1100
Cyrus PSX - Black - 1 month old - 2 pieces each £300  £400
Monitor Audio Studio 15 in rosewood (Sept 93) £500  £700
Chord DAC 64 £1100 £1900
Aloia pre-amp - very new - very good condition - beautifully made - OK £1000 £2800
Thomas Sheu turntables (80mm platter with 12" arm)

(50mm platter with 9" arm) ring for details

Sugden A21a - titanium - classic integrated £600 £1050
Audio Innovations 2nd Audio 2A3 Monos - a classic £1000

Kimber Select inter-connect - 0.75m - new - in elaborate plastic box £250  £500

Tel: 0115 973 3222
Fax: 0115 973 3666

Internet: www.definitiveaudio.co.uk
email: shout@definitiveaudio.co.uk




A 01376 521132
o 07709 260221

E-MAIL soundstage @netlineuk.net
www.sound-stage.co.uk
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
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PRE-OWNED EQUIPMENT

ATACAMA EQUINOX 2 TIER SILVER EQUIPMENT STAND... = e £199
AUDIO ANALOGUE PUCCINI SE INTEGRATED PHONO BLACK BOXED AND SUPERB, . £399
CASTLE HARLECH CHERRY FLOORSTANDERS........ . Ahseisn st £549
COUNTERPOINT SA100 POWER AMP VALVE/TRANS HYBRID BLACK BOXED £595
DENON DVD5000 DVD PLAYER BLACK IMMACULATE (NEW £1600) ... £499
EPOS ES12 LIGHT CHERRY BOXED AND SUPERB.. — ....£299
EPOS ES 14 BLACK SINGLE WIRE . . £329
GARRARD 301/SME 3009/SHURE MM CARTRIDGE ON HARDBOARD MOUNT .£599
KEF 103/3 ROSEWOOD WITH KEF KUBE EQUALISER AND INTEGRAL STANDS.............. £399
LFD PA2 POWERSTAGE POWER AMP MARBLE FRONT LOVELY LOOKS AND SOUND .£649
LINN SONDEK LP12 NORTON AIR POWER ITTOK TROIKA WALNUT SUPERB....... ..£1295

Trading Pages [2nd Hand Hi-Fi & Home Cinema Buyer |
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LINN KAIRN PRE AMP MM/MC PHONO STAGE BOXED AND SUPERB.......... ... £695

LINN SARA 9 BI-WIRE WALNUT BOXED AND STUNNING WITH STANDS. ....£499

LINN SONDEK LP12 VALHALLA BASIK K9 AFRO BOXED VGC... ...£499 j ust In

LOEWE ACONDA 32" FLAT WIDESCREEN SILVER + LOEWE GLASS STAND.... . .. £995 S ¢ FINNISH]

MERIDIAN 606 DAC BLACK/GOLD BOXED AND IMMACULATE........ 4 £495 288:8 EEOSEEQSE >LP( l[éEEE{MY HNINISH] f : ;gg
MERIDIAN A500 BLACK ASH LOUDSPEAKERS BOXED LOVELY CONDITION £399 ety o MO =

MERIDIAN 605 MONO AMPLIFIERS BLACK e £795 AUDIO VALVE BALDUR 70 MONOBLOCKS

MICROMEGA STAGE 5 CD PLAYER IMMACULATE........ . e £349 UNN SONDEK LP12B<OS 2UNGO ZARKIVARCUS TRAMPOLIN

NAIM NAPV 175 3 CHANNEL POWER AMP LATE 2004 MODEL MINT ... - £995 LINN SONDEK LP12/AKITO/CIRCUS TRAMPOLIN/KS

NAIM SNAXO 362N IMMACULATE BOXED 2004 MODEL . . £599 MARK LEVINSON 383 INTEGRATED

NAIM NAP 250 BLACK FRONT 1985 BOXED VERY NICE CONDITION ......................
NAIM NAP 135 x 2 BLACK FRONT 1988 LOVELY CONDITION BOXED..
NAIM INTRO BLACH ASH BOXED AND SUPERB. e
NAIM CDS WITH CDS POWER SUPPLY TOP LOADER BOXED IMMACULATE R
PRIMARE D.20 24 BIT CD PLAYER
PROCEED AVP AUDIO/VIDEO PRE AMPLIFIER AC-3, DTS, THX, DPL (NEW £4700)....
PROCEED MDT MODULAR DVD TRANSPORT (NEW £5500) oo
QUAD FM4 FM TUNER GREY CASE DIN SOCKET BOXED SUPERB ..
QUAD 33/303 PRE/POWER AMPS LOVELY CONDITION... .
QUAD 77CD BUS/77 PRE/77 TUNER CARBON BOXED AND \MMACUALATE .
REGA PLANET CD PLAYER CAST CASE BOXED SUPERB
REGA PLANAR 3 BLACK, RB300, ROKSAN CORUS BLACK, REGA MOTOR UPGRADE .........ccccoeenn
REGA RADIO R REMOTE READY TUNER BLACK BOXED AND IMMACULATE
ROKSAN CASPIAN TUNER BLACK BOXED AND SUPERB..........ccoiuiiiiiiiiininiine RN
ROKSAN L1.5/DS1.5/S1.5 PRE/POWER SUPPLY/POWER AMP BLACK............ccooiniiiiiiinei
ROKSAN XERXES BLACK ASH ARTEMIZ LYRA CLAVIS D.C. VDH MODDED..... .
ROKSAN DP1 CD TRANSPORT WITH ATTESSA DA2 DAC AND ATTESSA DS5 P/S..
RUARK TEMPLAR 2 CHERRY FULLY VENEERED LOUDSPEAKERS SUPERB
THORENS TD 160 SUPER BLACK/SME 3009 IMPROVED..........cccccovuiviiiiiiciiiiinns
THRESHOLD MODEL FET ONE & S/150 STASIS PRE/POWER AMPS SIL\/ER
TOTEM MODEL ONE SIGNATURE BLACK BOXED AND MINT MONTHS OLD..
WADIA 3200 CD TRANSPORT WITH REMOTE AND INSTRUCTIONS. ..........
PROFESSIONAL RECORD CLEANING SERVICE — KEITH MONKS MACHINE
PLEASE RING FOR FURTHER DETAILS AND PRICES. THREE MONTH WARRANTY ON ALL ITEMS

www.sound-stage.co.uk

....£795

MERIDIAN 604 TUNER
NAIM O| TUNER[2 BOX]

SME 20/SMEV

TOWNSHEND ROCK/EXCALIBER/MERLIN
WILSON AUDIO WATT/PUPPY 5.1s

Current

AIRTIGHT ATM-2 [SUPERB AMPLIFIER]

AUDION QUATRO VALVE MONOBLOCKS[4BOX]
AUDIO RESEARCH CLASSIC 120 MONOBLOCKS
AUDIO RESEARCH VT |50 MONOBLOCKS
AUDIO RESEARCH REFERENCE 600 MONOBLOCKS
AUDIO RESEARCH LS25 MK2

AUDIO STATIC 5s [new]

AUDIO STATIC 4s ELECTROSTATICS

AUDIO SYNTHESIS DESIRE DECADEAMP

AUDIO SYNTHESIS DAX DECADE[DAC PRE]
AVID DIVA/RB300[MINT BOXED]

B&W NAUTILUS 801s

BAT VK3i PREAMPWITH REMOTE

BAT VK 60

BEARD P35 MK2 POWERAMP

BEARD CA35 PREAMP

CADENCE ANINA SPEAKERS[NEW]

CANARY AUDIO CA303 MONOBLOCKS

CARY CAD300 SIGNITURE SEAMPS

CARY SLP 50 PREAMP

CAT JL-1 MONOBLOCKS

CAT ULTIMATE PRE

CLASSE CAVI50 6 CHANNEL POWERAMP
CLEARAUDIO MASTER REFERENCE/MASTERTQ| ARM
CONRAD JOHNSON 16LS PREAMP

CONRAD JOHNSON PREMIER 8A MONOS
EXPOSURE SUPER |5 INTEGRATED

GAM CcD2

WNONN—W

™ s Do e

000
4.000

£4.500
£N/A
EN/A
tJ 500

l.lke new, nolhlng I|ke the prlce'

GOERTZ AG3 DIVINITY SPKR CABLE 4metres X2

GRANTHAM (A1) LINCOLNSHIRE

078 2192 5851
01476 591090
MOST CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

www.audiolincs.com INNERSOUND M300 POWERAMP
JM LABS COBALT 807 SPEAKERS
@ ADVANTAGE (Bladelius) S-2 Pre-amp LFD Mistral Silver Signature Integrated Ji;;f?g;ém%D CONCENTRA MK2[BOXED AS NEW]
| ; 30
Dynamic, refined, so hsfenob\e. (€2750) Now £1,295 Superh, rore ond exdusee. Mint €495 LINN SONDEK LP | 2/ITTOK/ASAK
AUDIOSTATIC Wing Electrostatics LUMLEY Reference Stereo Power amp LINN SONDEK LP12/ITTOK/KHARMA
Genuinely full range. Were £5,500 Lovely £3,795 With four 6550's this is authortatively musial. — Superb £1495 LINN SONDEK LP12/BASIK PLUS
@ BATVK-51SE Pre-amp MANLEY Model 120 Manablocks LUMLEY ST70VALVE POWERAMP
Incomparable musil insight Now £3,995 odemohe (6550) dasi s s Mint £1795 RARSIEL CRIIVERY Ao
e Bt e (550 - " MARANTZ MA23 MONOBLOCKS @PRE[BOXED AS NEW]
@ BATVK-150 Valve monoblocks MUSICAL FIDELITY Tri-Vista 21 DAC MARANTZ MA24 MONOBLOCKS
Authority, subtlety, a twenty-eight valve high end sfatement Only o few weeks use, s new anditon Now £795 MARANTZ CDI2
New late 2004 Were £15,500 Now £8,995 NORDOST Valhalla 0.6mtr RCA MARK LEVINSON ML380 PREAMP
@ BAT VK-PS Ph " - . ’ MC INTOSH MA 6850 INTEGRATED
N ono-stage A'legend in its own length. Giveaway at £800 MERIDIAN DSP5000C [CENTRE]
Valve subtlety, flexibilityand silence! (£2,500) Now £1325 PAPWORTH M200 Monoblacks MERIDIAN 500 TRANSPORT
@ (ANARY 3008 Monoblocks i 4895 Mi MUSE 18 SUBWOOFER [with active cards]
Sweet and natural with new EH 3008's Only £995 P Dush v gt Mo 55 2.9 MUSICAL FIDELITY DVD |
‘ PERPETUAL TECHNOLOGY DAC MUSICAL FIDELITY M250 MONOS
@ CARY 3008B-SE Monoblocks Plo, P3a, P3bond noroke! New £1695 Now £995 NAIM NAPS0/NAC62K PRE/POWER
Limited Edition models, as new. Only £1,995 QUICKSILVER ‘Silver Mono’ Monoblocks NAIM NAIT 3 INTERGRATED
CONRAD JOHNSON P-14L Pre Amp Deicnsly fuid ond conol 60 wpe  Like new £1,095 e
So-ohisticated! T iable. (€2250)  From £1,195 X PASS LABS X150 POWERAMP
o-phisicaled 1o ovallable om 2%, SHANLING Omega drive (D Player PS AUDIO CLASSIC 250 POWERAMP
CROFT Charisma Pre-amp Our digital reference music ployer! New £4,000 QUAD 989
Goft upgraded model Mint £1,395 SONIC FRONTIERS CD| TRANSPORT
U LS BT SONUS FABER MUSICA INTERGRATED AMP
CUT LOOSE AUDIO Battery Power-amp It's like giving your speakers pure oxygen.  New £795 SP| ALBA TURNTABLE
Cell powered - dynomic and smooooath!  Only £995 UNISON S2K Valve Integrated TANNOY CANTERBURY'S
HORNING Agothon Loudspeakers Single ended, tue high-end bargain. A ‘must’ at £945 ¥%4N’ES\£’};’?RJE;?EU\CTB§§L6JP$§AF;§U
Latest models on demonswvmlon £6,300 XTC O] SE (D Transport WADIA 789 CD TRANS AND DAC[4 BOX PLAYER]
Classic vintages always ovailable From £1,595 Desirably “invisible’ front end As new £495
LAVARDIN IT Integrated Amp XTC Prel Pre-amp
The giont llr. Simply inomparable of s pie €395 Tirelessly natural, you'll keep this one! Mint £495
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33/303/Fm3

OANGETTE

...what are you up for?

Digital - CD, DVD etc

Advantage CD1S - nr mint boxed

AH! Njoe Tjoeb CD4000STD - ex, boxed remote, 6 months old c/w de mat
AH! Njoe Tjoeb 99 - ex, Marantz based tube player

Arcam Alpha 1 - nr mint, remote

Arcam CD82T - nr mint boxed

Arcam Alpha 9 - nr mint, remote

Arcam CD72T - nr mint, remote

Audio Analogue Pagannini

Audiolab 8000DAC - ex, boxed

Audiolab 8000 Transport and DAC - ex, remote

Audio Synthesis DAX 2 - nr mint boxed

Audio Note DAC1.1x

AVI S2000Reference - ex, boxed

DPA Renaissance - nr mint, boxed

Marantz CDB80 - ex, boxed fantastic 80s heavyweight
Marantz CD46 - ex, remote

Marantz DV4100 OSE - nr mint, remote, boxed

Marantz CD17 Kl - nr mint, due in

Meridian 208 - ex, with built in preamp stage and 209 remote
Meridian 200 transport - ex, excellent

Meridian 508/20 - nr mint, remote

Micromega Stage 1 - ex, smooth sound on a budget
Micromega Stage 3 - nr mint superb cd player
Micromega T-drive and T-dac - vgc, remote, superb sound, £1000s new
Micromega  Duo CD3/BS2 - nr mint, fully boxed, beautiful sight and sound
Micromega Optic - nr mint, budget intro to the delights of Micromega
Myryad T20 - black. nr mint, boxed, remote, bargain!

NAD C541i - nr mint, boxed with remote

NVA The Transparent Statement - vgc, crated, ...ultimate NVA
Pass Labs D1 DAC - rave item at $5000...due in

Philips CD100 - ex, the first player!

Pioneer PS-S904 - ex, boxed, stable platter mech

Quad 99CDP - nr mint, boxed, remote

Quad 67CD - nr mint, c/w remote

Resolution Audio Opus 21 - nr mint crated 2 boxer, beautiful
Roksan Caspian original - ex, remote, just serviced
Roksan Caspian M series - ex dem, save £3501!

Rotel RCDYI1AE - nr mint boxed

SAT CDFix - nr mint, boxed, dedicated remote, superb
Sony MDP850D - nr mint, laserdisc, VCD, CD, PAL, NSTC
Sony XA20ES - ex. boxed, remote

TEAC DV50 - ex dealer dem - SAVE OVER £20001!
Wadia CD3200T transport - ex, remote, bargain entry to Wadia sound

Systems, cables and miscellaneous
Audio Analogue Primo - CD and Amp, ex dem
AVI 2000 series - ex, Ref CD, line preamp and pair monoblocks - awesome!

Beyer DT880 - ex dem

JPW 204/200/208 - 5.1 Speaker package new bargain, save over £200!
QUAD 33/303/FM3 - nr mint, Quad sleeve

QUAD 67/66/66/606 - ex, CD/Tuner/Pre/Power with system remote
QUAD 34/306 FM4 - ex, cute combo

TEAC  A1/D1/T1 - Amp as reviewed in Hi-Fi World 08/05, CD and Tuner, nr mint

1199
299
199

99
399
379
199
679
299
749
499
349
449
299
199

49
129
Call
349
249
699
179
279
799
899
129
249
199

1749
Call
149
199
699
479

1799
349
749
399
699
149
179

2399
649

649
1279
149
399
299
1449
499
449

Amplifiers
Adcom GTP500IIPreTuner and GFA5451IPower - bargain!
AMC 2445 - ex, well reviewed weighty poweramp
Arcam 85 - nr mint
Arcam A75+ - nr mint, boxed
Audio Analogue Puccini Settanta - ex dem as new
Audiolab 8000S - nr mint
Audiolab 8000Ms - nr mint monoblocks
Audiolab 8000P - nr mint, boxed
Audiolab 8000A - ex, boxed, grey, mm/mc
Audion Silver Knights - Stunning boxed valve monoblocks

Audio Research S7 - nr mint
AVI

$2000 - gc, integrated
AVI S2000MP - ex, line fevel pre
AVl S2000MM - ex, pair monoblocks
AVI S2000MP/MM - ex, pre and 2x mono combo as above
Creek 4330Mk2R - nr mint, remote. Fantastic little integrated
Crimson 510/520 - nr mint boxed, cute blast from the past
Crimson 610C/630D - nr mint, pre and monos, we love these to bits

Croft Linestage - nr mint, one pot special, superb

Cyrus 7 - ex, black, boxed

Cyrus 3 - ex, black, boxed

Lumley Reference ST70 - nr mint stereo valve power
Magnum MP300/MF125 x2 - ex, pre and monoblocks
Magnum MA120 - ex, integrated, bargain!
Marantz PMB6Se K Sig - nr mint, lovely amp
Meridian 6055 - ex, boxed pair monoblocks
Meridian 505s - ex, boxed pair monblocks
Meridian 205s - ex, pair monoblocks
Mission Cyrus One - from

Musical Fidelity Rainbow - nr mint pre with phono stage

Musical Fidelity
Musical Fidelity
N

Typhoon - nr mint power
Rainbow plus 2xTyphoon - nr mint fab powerhouse
912 - good, monoblockable stereo power (2 available)
NAD C320BEE - nr mint, remote

NAIM 62/140 - nr mint, 1988 chrome bumper combo
NAIM Nait 3 - ex, boxed

Primare A20 - nr mintintegrated

Quad 405 - ex

Quad 33/303 - nr mint

Quad 500 - good, pair monblocks

Quad 66 - ex pre with system controller

Quad 77 - nr mint integrated

Rega Brio - ex, great little integrated

Rega Luna - ex, better more powerful brother of the Brio
Roksan Caspian M Series - ex dem, pre and monoblocks - stunning
Roksan Caspian integrated - ex original, remote
Roksan Caspian Power - ex, original

Roksan Kandy Mk3 - ex dem, remote, boxed etc
Rotel RCY95 - nr mint remote pre

Rotel RBIB1 - ex, black powerhouse
Shearne Phase 2 - nr mint, boxed, blue marble styling
Sugden AU41 pre/power - ex, black

Sumo Andromeda - ex, US monster bargain
Sumo Andromeda IIl - nr mint, boxed
TagMcLaren 60P - nr mint boxed

VISIT OUR WEBSITE, OR CALL 01325 241888 TO SPEAK TO A REAL PERSON
Quality hifi equipment always required for cash. Call us before you trade in. Commission Sales too.

Speakers
AE1 - ex, black grittex
AE105 - ex, n red cherry
AE1mk3 - nr mint. our dem pair in Piano black
Aelite 3 - vgc, dem pair in cherry
AE2 - ex, c/w dedicated stands
AES505 - nr mint, boxed rosewood

Acoustic Energy
Acoustic Energy
Acoustic Energy
Acoustic Energy
Acoustic Energy
Acoustic Energy

Amphion Xenon - nr mint boxed, stunning!
B&W 580 - vgc, black floorstander
B&W 60253 - nr mint boxed Sorrento
B&W 80153 Matrix - ex, walnut
Castle Chester - good condttion, mahogany
Celestion 5000 - vgc ribbon standmount
Epos M15 - vgc, light cherry, boxed
Epos ES14 - vgc, walnut, dedicated stands
Epos ES11 - boxed, stands
Heybrook HB100 - vgc, superb vim

JPW 200 - new, baby bookshelf, save...
JPW 204 - new, great floorstander save proverbial shedload
KEF Reference 104/2 - ex, rosewood
KEF Q10 - nr mint, boxed
Meadowlark Shearwater Hotrod - nr mint boxed
Mission 753 - nr mint, multidriver, bargain!
Monitor Audio Studio Centre - vgc, boxed
Monitor Audio Silver S8 - new sealed box
Monitor Audio Siiver S5 - new sealed box

Monitor Audio
Mordaunt Short

Silver 8i - ex, cherry
912 - ex display, boxed

NEAT Petite MK2 - ex. boxed latest LF drivers fab monitor
NEAT Petite Mk3 - nr mint, current model, stunning

NHT VT2 - ex, piano black monster floorstand with sidefire bass driver
PMC FB1 - ex, cherry boxed

QUAD ESL63 - unused since coming back from Quad

QUAD 12L - nr mint, boxed, birds eye maple

QUAD 12L - nr mint, boxed, ebony

QUAD 11L - nr mint, boxed, birds eye maple

QUAD 11L - nr mint, boxed, yew

QUAD 11L - nr mint, boxed, piano black

REL Q50 - ex, black

Rogers Studio Monitor - Original vgc, with stands - suit valve amps
Ruark Templar - ex, boxed

Tandberg Studio Monitor - Ex, large standmount

0L Studio 1 - vgc, wood finish transmission line
Triangle Titus 202 - good, boxed

Triangle  Antal ES - ex dem, in champagne beautiful well reviewed floorstander
Vienna Acoustics Strauss - ex, stunning floorstanders in beech

Tuners and Tape

Arcam T61 - nr mint, boxed
Creek 4030 - ex, great FM quality on a shoestring
Denon  DRS810 - nr mint, boxed, 3 head drawer opener. very cute and capable

Myryad T30 - nr mint. boxed
Nakamichi BX125 - ex. boxed

Quad FM2 - vgc, just back from QUAD
Quad 66FM - nr mint

TUESDAY TO SATURDAY 10 TO 5-ISH

01325 241888 or choice @2ndhandhifi.co.uk

399
Call

turntableworld!

is THE place to make your next analogue choice

Our Dem facilities offer a wide selection of all types of analogue equipment from all the best brands including. ..
Clearaudio, Dynavector, Tom Evans, Goldring, Grado, Hadcock, Lyra, Michell, Moth, Nottingham Analogue, Origin Live, Ortofon, Project,
Graham Slee, SME, Sumiko, Transfiguration, Trichord, Whest Audio and Wilson Benesch

...there is no better analogue decision
turntableworld! is at 30b Larchfield St, Darlington, DL3 7TE. Tel 01325 241888 or email choice @turntableworld.co.uk




THE ONLY FREE PRIVATE ADS
SERVICE IN A UK HI-FI MAG

READER CLASSIFIED

Private ads |2nd Hand Hi-Fi & Home Cinema Buyer |

Welcome to Hi-Fi Choice Reader Classified, the UK's first and
best free private ads service for second hand hi-fi. These pages are
a must-read if you're thinking about buying used kit, and if you
want to sell something it's definitely the place to be. It's free to
place an advertisement — simply submit your ad of up to 30 words,

remembering to include your name, phone number and home town
or county. The simplest way to send your ad is via email - send to:
dan.george@futurenet co.uk. Or mail to: Reader Classified,
Hi-Fi Choice, 99 Baker Street, London W1U 6FP. Please note
that this service is open to private advertisers only.

ACCUPHASE CD DP67
integrated amp E408, JM Lab

Micro Utopia speakers and stand.

Utter support stand, Siltech
Classic leads, £11,000 will split.
Mint, boxed, manuals.

0113 2523244 or email
Markjappleton@hotmail.com
(Leeds).

ACOUSTIC ENERGY AE2 high
gloss piano black on AE1 stands,
showroom condition in original
packaging, can be auditioned,
(£3,200) £2,000. Steven 07733
333229 (Kent).

ARCAM A65+ amplifier, black,
brand new, £270. Arcam CD82,
black, £280 perfect. B&’W CM2
speakers, £250. Norman 07957
650274 or 020 8318 0665
(S.London).

ARCAM ALPHA 8 CD player,
instructions, boxed, immaculate,
(£450) £150. Yamaha KX580
cassette deck, Dolby B,C,S HX
Pro. Boxed, hardly used, (£250)
£30. Trevor 02476 842117 or
02476 319920 (Warks).
ARCAM T61 FM tuner, mint,
boxed, silver, with RDS and full
remote. Well reviewed, excellent
sound, (£230) £120. 01323
486216 (East Sussex).

ATC SCM7 speakers, cherry,
£250. Pure DAB tuner
DRX-701ES silver, £150. Musical
Fidelity X-10V3 tube buffer,
£200. All boxed and mint. 07941
174804 (Berks)

AUDIO NOTE P2 SE power
amp, recently serviced, excellent
condition, £650. Paul 01225
481155 (Bath)

AUDIO RESEARCH Classic 120
monoblocks excellent condition.
Fantastic sound. Black fascia and
spare silver, (£8,000)
£2,6000vno. 029 2023 5881 or
029 2077 7156 (Cardiff)

AUDIONOTE PRE ZERO. Zero
monoblocks, CDT Zero, DAC Zero,
ANZ speakers, all cables,
£1,8000vno (Herts).

AURUM CANTUS leisure 2SE
speakers in rosewood, boxed, not
even run in yet, (£900) £5250no0.
Townshend Audio Seismic Sink
three-tier isolation rack, silver,
boxed, mint, (E670) £5000no0.
Matt 020 7708 0500 (London).
AVI SYSTEM Pro Nine Plus
speakers, 150 watt amplifiers,
preamp and CD player. Manuals,
boxes, (£4,200) £1,650. Usher
CP6311 speakers, diamond white,
unused still in boxes, £925.
01455 212362 (Warks).

B&W CDM1 quality monitor
speaker, excellent sounds. Red
ash, Audioguest type 4 biwire
cable with gold banana plugs, all
in mint condition. Boxed for last
three years. Simon 020 7679
5888 or 07952 257335 or email
uctprec@ucl.ac.uk (London).
B&W CDM7NT speakers in
cherry with manuals, (£1,250)
will accept £500 ono. Robert
01234 214169 (Beds)
CAMBRIDGE AUDIO Discmagic
1 transport and WED Digitdac/
positron PSU. Both excellent
condition, £120. 01384 237584
(W.Mids)

CARDAS Power Cord, 1.5m £155
inc. p&p. Pro-Ject Phono Box SE,
mint, boxed, manual, five hours
use, £75. 01234 302769 (Beds)
CASTLE SEVERN 2
floorstanding speakers. Yew wood
finish with Chord Legend cables
and gold plugs included.
Excellent condition, £250. Peter
01832 735521 (Northants).
CUSTOM MADE six-tier isolation
equipment rack, spiked top plate
and feet in oak, (E760) £2300no
Andy 0115 9126424 (Mids)

CYRUS CD8x silver, £725.
Audioquest Type 4 bi-wire
speaker cable terminated (2.5m),
£95. Pair 0.5m Russ Andrews
select 1121 phono cable with
factory fitted WBT phonos, £175.
028 417 64088 (N.Ireland)
DYNAUDIO 62s excellent
condition, 14 months old. Can
audition, maple finish, offers over
£400 07977 930377 (Wilts).
ELECTROCOMPANIET AW120
DMB power amp fully balanced
2x120 watts. Latest model in
mint condition, £1,200. Cardas
Cross power chord 1.5m, £140.
Sonic Link/Black Rhodium XLR
0.5m and two Sonic Link power
chords. 01234 302769 (Beds).
EXPOSURE 23 preamp (£1,400)
black, mint as new, boxed. XLR
interconnects, instructions. MC
phono stage. Can demo to buyer.
Superb preamp with Exposure or
other classic powers. Best buy,
£895 0131 538 0013 (Mids)
HARMAN KARDON system —
HK6550 integrated amplifier,
TD4200 cassette deck, TU9200
AM/FM tuner, HD4750 CD
player, solid twin bass subwoofer.
Solid speakers 150 watts into
8ohms, Dual turntable CS435.
0161 6335088 or 07715 274518
(Lancs). @

GRADIENT EVIDENCE Mk11
floorstanding speakers and
Celestion Ditton 66 studio
monitors. Must be in excellent
working order and condition
01622 692636 or 07801
25816 (Kent).

MARANTZ CD63 MKII KI
Signature, fully functioning,
black, made in Japan and in
excellent working condition.
Will pay reasonable price. Please
call 07875 092215 (W.Yorks).
MUSICAL FIDELITY A308CR
power amp and Clearlight
Audio Aspekt rack four tier or
Finite Element pagode E14 four
tier. For more inro call Andy
0115 9126424 (Mids)

NAIM NAIT 2 Rega Kyte
speakers. Linn Kans. All in good
condition please. 07810
103908 (W.Yorks).

RDC ASPEKT rack. Please call
with details on 01766

781211 (Porthmadog).

ROYD MINSTREL loudspeakers
any finish considered but must
be in perfect working order.
Alternatively, new main driver
units welcome. John 0161 439
5122 (Stockport).

BUYING TIPS

as well as the goods!

| Buying second-hand can be a great way to pick up a bargain. A formerly
expensive second-hand component might well prove a better long-term
bet than a brand-new product if the price is right.

Do some research on which brands have a good service back-up, so if
something does go wrong, you can get it fixed. Unless you purchase
from a dealer, you're unlikely to get any warranty, so it's up to you to
ensure the fitness of any gear that you buy.

Usually, speakers should be less prone to breakdown than amps, and
amps should be more reliable than CD players. But any abused
component could be trouble — have a proper dem, and judge the seller
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£l IMF TLS50 transmission line

floorstanding loudspeakers.
Adjustable crossover. 38x89x36
(WxHxD). Can demo, £120. 020
7209 4786 (London)

KRELL KAV 300i mint, £1,000.
Sugden A21a amp black, mint,
£500. Both, £900. Tom Evans
Groove phono, mint, £1,100. All
boxed, manuals. Call 0161 226
6125 or 07961 427777
(Manchester).

LOTH-X AMAZE speakers, cherry
veneer with custom stands. ldeal
partners for valve amps, £450.
020 8572 2504 (Middx)
MARANTZ CD7 CD player.
Beautiful sound and build quality,
balanced and phono outputs.
Three digital inputs so can be
used as a DAC. Boxed, in perfect
condition, £2,1000n0. 01634
712273 (Kent)

MARK LEVINSON 331 power
amp, 95 model, 100 watts, vgc,
manual but no box, £750. Craig
020 8905 1621 (Herts).
MICHELL GYRO SE turntable
AC powered, SME armboard,
clamp, mint condition, boxed, one
owner, can demo, £500. 07786
555430 or email
gchampides@hotmail.com
(London).

MICHELL GYRODEK £550.
SME IV, £595. Michell Alecto
stereo, £550, Orca, £695. Musical
Fidelity X-Can V3, (£250) £120.
Nordost Blue Heaven 0.5m, £50
Red Dawn 1.0m, £140. 01202
381413 (Bournemouth).
MISSION 752F speakers.
Rosewood, £325. DNM speaker
cable, £20. Good condition.
01582 724414 (Beds)

Name _
Address _

lowas

MUSICAL FIDELITY A3.2CR
power amp, £550. X-Ray V3 CD
player, £600. PMC FB1 black,
£750.Terry 020 8482 0363
(Enfield)

MUSICAL FIDELITY TRI-VISTA
21 tube DAC. As new, upsamples
to either 96 or 192kHz 24-bit,
£900. 01963 363341 (N.Dorset),
NAD C320BEE amplifier, £90.

C451 CD, £145. C422 tuner, £80.

Unused, all boxes as new. Terry
01279 651860. (Herts).

NAIM CD53/ XPS 2 CD player,
few months old, three year
guarantee, boxed instructions,
excellent condition, offers around
(£7,244) £5,500.01623 740872
or 07816 063648 (Wilts).

NAIM CD5i 12 months old, with
two year guarantee, box, remote,
as new, £799ovno. 020 8558
3364 or 07956 858426
(Leyton).

NEAT MF9 and MFC, Naim
82/250, Nordost cables, Pioneer
PD95+ DVLI19E. Audiomagic
ST1s, Audiophile Base rack,
Isotek leads, Kuban 400 CD
cabinet. Offers 01423 566916
Eves and w/ends (North Yorks).
NEAT PETITE 3 cherry ash. Mint,
(£850) £370.01244 812306
(Flintshire)

NORDOST BLUE HEAVEN
interconnects RCA 1Tm and 0.6m,
£60/£50. LAT international
mains leads 1.2m and 0.9m,
£60/£50. 0121 601 0325
(W.Mids).

PROAC RESPONSE 3.8 yew
finish, excellent condition, superb
sound, original boxes and manual
approx five years old. Comes with
additional grantite bases,
£1,9500n0 020 8868 7835
(Middx)

PS AUDIO P300 Powerplant inc.
PS Audio Minilab power cable,
excellent condition, box and
instructions. Pure regenerated
mains power, (£1,600) £695.
01625 537630 (Cheshire).

QED SILVER anniversary, 3m
pair, £15. Mitchell rewireable gold
phono plugs (4), £6.50. Apollo
Olympus stands, £39. 01766
781211 (N.Wales)

QUAD 405-2 amplifier, boxed,
£200. Clive 01732 882530
(Kent)

QUAD 99/ 909 pre/power
amps including manuals, boxes
and Quadlink. Excellent condition,
£1,100. Steve 020 8789 0817 or
07905 762363, or email
sappleby@powelltuck.co.uk
(London).

Above: Cyrus CD8x CD player
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ROKSAN KANDY MK3 amp
and CD player, black. Wharfedale
Pacific Evo60 mahogany. QED
X-tube 350 (bi-wired cables) QED
Airlocked plugs, QED silver spiral
i/cs, £1,400. 07789 813560
(Merseyside).

SDL speakers, £100. Musical
Fidelity MX pre-remote power
supply MM and MC, P270 power
amp, £250. Volt 250 bass units,
new unused, £95. Audioquest
concentric helical array cable,
27ft pair. 07748 107206 (Essex)
SENNHEISER HD580
headphones, (£200) mint
condition, £70. Pioneer 505
Precision CD player, (E460) mint
condition, boxed, £160. Could
post. 01278 782622 (Somerset).
SENNHEISER MD250II linear
closed back headphones, (£170)
£75. Two months old. Pioneer
F-204 RDS tuner FM/AM (£140),
£30.07891 533084 (Swansea)
SPENDOR S3E speakers,
rosenut, (£795) £485. Samuel
Johnson ppa 100 and pca 100
pre/power amps, (£5,700)
£1,695 the pair. Pathos TT
integrated hybrid amp with
phono section, (£3,250) £1,895.
Wadia 301 CD player, (£3,650)
£2,250. 01202 767873 (Dorset).
TAG MCLAREN Aphrodite with
Calliope speakers, £2,000.
Nordost Solar Wind speaker cable,
£250. Velodyne SPL Mk2
subwoofer, £650 and a Blue Note
subwoofer, £200. Will sell
separately. All items one year old.
07909 610033 or email
rowlerson@yahoo.com (Sussex).
TAG MCLAREN AVANTGUARD
silver, 100x4 power amp,

mint, £1,100. Ideal for biamping.
Carver C1 preamp and 32 power
amp, £500 the pair. Just serviced.
01639 774144 (Aberavon).
TANDBERG 10XD reel to reel
tape recorder 15,7 1/2,3 3/4
tape speeds 1/4 track Dolby.
With 10 and 7 inch reels and
tape. 01978 757177 (Wrexham).
VTL IT-85 integrated valve amp.
Mint with box, remote and
manual, 500 hours on the valves,
(£2,250) £1,350 ono. Chris
01892 547003 (Tunbridge Wells).
YAMAMURA CHURCHILL
interconnects ONC 0.5 metre pair
with phonos, £190. +00 3531
459 1432 (Dublin).




The new Artikulat Loudspeaker System. Gorgeous.
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B&W Bowers & Wilkins

The new B&W 800 Series

Diamond Tweeter Technology
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Diamond
At Work™

The mark of a truly great tweeter — one that can
release all the vivid detail in your music — is what’s
called ‘perfect piston behaviour’. As long as the
tweeter dome is vibrating rigidly, like a piston, its
delivery will be accurate. The higher the frequency,
though, the harder that becomes. The materials most
resistant to ‘break-up’ combine lightness and stiffness.
And there’s one that does that better than anything
else on earth.

The new B&W 800 Series feature tweeter domes
of pure, ultra-hard diamond. It may seem extravagant,
but nothing gets closer to the behaviour of a hypothetical
‘perfect tweeter’ — one with infinite stiffness. Our diamond
dome carries on vibrating like a piston well beyond
the range of human hearing, and delivers audible
sound with unheard-of clarity.

www.bw800.com

Visit our website and order your free DVD
Call +44 (0)1903 221 500
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