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Rotel 06 Series Take a look. Imagine that 

it looked a bit more extravagant. You 

know: LEDs to light up the room. Knobs, 

buttons and sockets in abundance. If we 

gave the 06 Series looks like that on top of 

its sublime sound, you would have to pay 

maybe four times as much for it. T he thing 

is, we don't think you should pay excep­

tional sums for exceptional sound. And 

thanks to our policy of spending ever y 

penny maximising the per formance of our 

separates, it just means there isn't much 

left for unnecessary design flourishes. We 

think it's all about the music. Take a listen 

and judge for yourself. www.rotel.com 
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Exceptional sound 
No exceptions 

I 

B&W Group (UK Sales) 
T +44 (0)1903 221 500 

uksales@bwgroup.com 
www.rotel.com 
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A former HFC editor, 
Pa u l  has been writi ng 
about his beloved hi-fi 
hobby for nearly 30 
years. In that time he 
has become one of the 
world's most respected 
scribes and probably 
the U K's foremost 

d ream came true when 
he beca me HFCs 
reviews editor. Armed 
with a bristling contacts 
book and a pa i r  of 
razof"Sharp ea rs, he 
ensures that on ly 
i nterest ing prod ucts 
make it  i nto HFC. 

Richard is a professiona l  
mus ic ian ,  record ing 
eng inee r  and a h igh ly  
knowledgeab le  hi·fi 
ana lyst to boot. He has 
a knack for writing 
about compl icated 
subjects in a readable 
way - and he on ly 
writes for HFC 

---

Alan began his 
journal istic career i n  the 
early 1 990s. Now a 
successful free lancer, 
you too can benefit from 
h is extensive h i -fi 
knowledge, from pu rist 
two-channe l  stereo to 

Annotated shots show you 
what's really going on 
inside --------"""""'"---�---

Interviews with designers 
give you extra background 
information ------"• 

Carefully considered 
verdict scores, so you 
really know what we 
think of a product -----•----

Alvin has been writ ing 
about h i s  obsession for 
more than 20 years. I n  
that t i m e  h e  h a s  
contri buted h i s  

An award-wi nn i ng  
journa l i st, David's sharp 
ears and equa l ly  sharp 
powers of descri ption 
a re a va l uab le  mix for 
HFC. He a l so writes 
about cars, but who 
needs the latest Lotus 

Jason previously ed ited 
HFC, but ca n now be 
found  i n  the wi I ds of 
Su ssex i ndu l g i ng  
himself with the  very 
best h i -fi money can 
buy. H i s  own system is 
s imp ly sensat ional and 
h i s  love of music knows 

ART DUDLEY 
One of the most 
respected commentators 
on the American h i-fi 
scene, Art has written 
for Hi-Fi Heretic, Sounds 
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® NEW PRODUCT HIGHLIGHTS 

PRIMAREA32 
� Th i s No rd i c  newcomer  is P ri m a re's mam moth A3 2 stereo power amp .  Conservative ly 

'O rated at 250  watts per cha n ne l  i nto e i ght oh ms, the powerhouse uses ba l a nced 

tra nsm i ss ion to ban ish i nterfe rence from the s i gna l  path. It's based a round  a mass ive power 

supp ly  with fou r  sepa rate w i nd i ngs  - two for each stereo cha nne l .  Featu res i n c l ude  both 

ba l a nced a nd  s i n g le -ended con nections, twi n spea ker term i n a l s  a nd  a n i fty featu re ca l l ed 

'Aud i oph i l e  Sta nd by', wh i ch means the a m p  is a lways ready to go with no wa rm -up  per iod. 

Price £3 ,000 Due now e 01423  3 59054 o;  www. pri m a re net 
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PARASOUND 0200 
� Pa rasound ,  the US-based a u d i o/video speci a l i st, 

'O has l a u nched a new, competit ively pr iced 

u n ive rsa l d i sc p l ayer at the n u rse ry s lopes of the 

h i g h  end.  The D200 uses a newly e ng i n ee red tra nsport 

a n d  is compati b l e  with a w ide  ra nge of fo rmats 

i n cl u d i n g  D ivX, M P3 ,  DVD-R/RW and  DVD+ R/ RW. 

On the a u d i o  s ide ,  the p l ayer featu res comprehens ive 

bass management fo r SACD a n d  DVD-Aud io ,  a l ongs ide  

i t s  24-b it/ 1 9 2 kHz  DACs. V ideo, mea nwh i l e, is we l l  

served b y  a h i g h -grade 1 2 -b i t/2 1 6MHz  DAC a n d  

Fa roudja D C D i  p rocessor, with l 0 8 0 p  u psca l i ng a n d  

H D M I  d i g ita l  con nect iv ity. Usefu l ly, t h e  v ideo c i rcu i ts 

ca n a l so be powered down for serious  mus i c  l i ste n i n g .  

Price f l ,300 Due now 

e 01423  3 59054 "'-' www.pa rasound .com 

CANTON ERGO 
� Germ a n  speaker 

'O speci a l i st Canton's 

m i d -p riced Ergo ra nge  

has been  reva mped to 

i n c l u de  d rive u n its from 

the upma rket Vento 

mode l s . The th ree-strong  

f loorsta nd i n g  l i ne-u p 

boasts a bra n d  new 

ca b i n et des i g n ,  i n -house 

d rive u n i ts a n d  hand -bu i l t  

crossovers. An a l l oy of 

a l u m i n i u m-manga nese i s  

u sed  fo r the tweeters, 

with b lack a l u m i n i u m  

chosen fo r t h e  bass/ m i d  

d rivers. E rgo i s  d ue  to 

expa nd soon with 

match i n g  5 . 1  spea kers 

a nd  sma l l e r  stereo 

mode l s  fo r more compact 

l i ste n i n g  rooms. 

Price From f 1 ,000 to 

f l ,600 per pa i r  

Due now 

e 023 9250  1 888  

@ www.ca nton .de  
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MARANTZ ST7001 

" c E -

� The recent ly i ntroduced,  entry-leve l 7001 p rod uct ra nge  from Ma ra ntz has  expa nded to i nc l ude  a new 

'Cl DAB/FM rad i o  tu ne r, comp lementi ng the SA7001 CD/SACD p l ayer ( revi ewed on p56) a n d  PM7001 

i nteg rated amp ( reviewed in  HFC 279) The tu ne r  jo i n s  fo rthcom i n g  K l  S ig natu re vers ions  of the p l ayer and a m p  

to comp l ete t h e  l i n e-up .  The ST7001 featu res t h e  l atest DAB e l ectron i cs, with a h i g h-grade  24-b it/ 1 92 kHz  DAC 

from Ana log Devi ces, a nd  Ma ra n tz has used a c i rcu i t  a rch itectu re s i m i l a r  to that of its CD p l ayers to maxi m ise 

sou nd  q ua l ity. There a re over 200 presets, a Jog-d i a l  control and a n  RDI opti ca l d i g ita l output, a l l ow i ng  futu re 

recepti o n  a n d  decod i n g  of rad i o  data when connected to a PC or set-top box. 

Price £3 1 0  Due now w 0 1753  680868 'm www.ma rantz.com 

NADC325BEE 
� For h i g h-q ua l ity on  a t ight budget, cons ider  

'Cl mak i ng  a bee l i n e  for NAD's latest entry- level 

i nteg rated a m p, the C3 2 5 BEE .  With a host of 

prop ri eta ry tech no log ies  i n st igated by des i g ne r  Bj orn 

Er ik  Edva rdsen (hence the BEE suffix), the new SO-watt 

amp  rep l aces the C3 20BEE .  I t  i n corporates fa m i l i a r  

N A D  featu res such a s  PowerD rive tech no logy fo r 

generous dynam i c  head room and  Soft C l i p p i ng  to 

ta me overd rive d i stort ion ,  p l u s  the new BE E  c l amp ,  

sa id  to  imp rove amp  sta b i l ity unde r  d ifficu lt  cond it ions. 

Price £250 Due now 

w 01 908 3 1 93 60 @ www. nade l ectron i cs.com 

AUDIO RESEARCH LS26 
� "Li ke a R E F  3 on a sma l l e r  sca le" is how Aud io  

'Cl Resea rch descr ibes i ts new LS2 6 prea mp l i fi e r, 

the rep l acement for the long -sta n d i n g  LS2 5 M k l l .  The 

pu re C lass A LS2 6 does look l i ke a sca l ed -down 

vers ion  of REF  3 a n d  comes comp l ete with a sma l l e r  

vacu u m-fl uo rescent d i sp l ay. It has a mass ive power 

supp ly  and i n corporates the REF 3 's h i g h -headroom 

vo l u me contro l  and other tech no logy f i l te red down 

from the fl agsh i p .  The d isp lay is  ca pab l e  of showi ng 

rem a i n i ng 'tu be hou rs' and has e i g ht l eve ls of 

i l l u m i nat ion ,  i n cl u d i n g  d isp l ay-off. 

Price £3 ,000 Due now 

w 020 8971  3 909 @ www.aud i o resea rch .com 

€> Soundbites 
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€)HAPPENINGS 

@ The Insider 
THIS MONTH HFGifALKSTO ... 

EDSELLEY � 
Job Title: Product and 
technical consultant 
Company: Cambridge Audio, 
Mordaunt-Short and Opus 

What's your most exciting product in 
development at the moment? 
Without a doubt, the Azur 840C - the matching 
CD player for the 840A amp. We've been given 
an opportunity to really push the boat out 

technologically speaking, and I have very high 

hopes for it 

What's a really great album that you've 
heard recently? 
Sound Mirrors by Coldcut A real surprise for me 

as 1t has been so long since their last effort 

It's well worth a listen. Fans of the peculiar 

might wish to check out the eponymous album 

by Clar as well 

CD or vinyl - and why? 
While I don't doubt that vinyl will still beat CD 

under ideal conditions, I'm a child of the 1990s 

and grew up with CD being the dominant 

format With a little effort, CD can enthral in a 

good system - and then be used in the car once 

you've finished 

Who do you think is the leading hi-fi 
designer right now? 
With the proviso that most designers are only as 

good as the teams that support them, I'd give 
the nod to Graeme Foy and his acoustics team 

at Mordaunt-Short The Performance 6 is a truly 
brilliant speaker and the new Performance 9 

subwoofer is quite sensational. 

@ Hi-Fi Diary 
MAY 
25-28 High End 2006 

The MOC, Munich, Germany 

+49 202 0202 2 

A chance to expenence some of the 

world's finest h1-f1 

SEPTEMBER 
16 IFA 2006 

Messe Berlin, Germany 
Europe's biggest consumer electronics 
show makes its biannual appearance 

23-24 The Hi-Fi & Home Entertainment Show 
Renaissance Hotel, Heathrow, London 

020 8776 8000 

London's longest-running h1-fi show 
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Brothers in ATCs 
� 20 yea rs on from i ts re lease, the a l b u m  that put CD on the 

\0 m us ica l  map  has  been rem ixed for SACD a n d  DVD-Aud io . D i re 

Stra its' Brothers In Arms - 20th Anniversary Edition has  been rem ixed 

by Chuck Ain ley us i ng  ATC mon itors, a p roject that has resu l ted in the 

tit le  be i n g  awa rded Best Surro u nd  Sound  A l b um  at the 48th Annua l  

Gram my Awards. The high-reso lut ion  eng ineer i ng work was  perfo rmed 

at Straits' frontman  Mark Knopfler's ATC-equ i p ped Br it ish G rove Stud i os in London .  

The mon ito r i ng  system cons i sts of ATC 300As mou nted i n  a l eft-centre- r ight confi g u rat ion ,  w i th  two 300As 

for rea r  s u rround  on a u n ique  track system that a l l ows the eng i neer  to p l ace them accord i n g  to taste_ Dua l  ATC 

SCM0-1 / l  SASL PRO su bwoofers a l o ngs i de  the m a i n  l eft a n d  r ight cha n ne l s  prov ide  the LFE ( l ow frequency 

effects) mon itori ng. " I t's a tota l  showcase stud i o, p robab ly  the best I 've ever wo rked i n ," sa i d  Ai n l ay ( p i ctu red 

above with Knopfl e r) _  "The ATCs [at Br it ish G rove Stud i os] a re fa bu lous_" 

Music Plus 
Batteries 
� Liv i ng Vo i ce has  deve l oped 

'O Mus i c  P l u s, a batte ry power 

supp ly  that ta kes the not ion  of ma i n s  

p u rify ing  t o  t h e  extreme_ Mus i c  P l u s  

uses a 24-vo l t  cha rger  t o  charge u p  two 24-vo lt ce l l s, 

each made  u p  of 200 a m p/ hou r  1 2 -vo lt gel batte r ies_ 

The powe r from these ce l ls is passed th roug h  a pa i r  of 

24-vo lt, 3 ,000VA s i n ewave-generati n g  i nverte rs ru n i n  

pa ra l l e l  t o  keep the i m pedance a s  low as  poss i b l e_ I n  

p ractise, th i s  set- u p  a l l ows you to ru n a system that 

consu mes 500 watts fo r between fou r  and f ive hou rs 

without it be i ng  con nected to the m a i ns .  Not a compact 

so luti on ,  Mus i c  P l u s  is des igned to be housed i n  a 

sepa rate room ,  but has  remote switch i n g  a n d  a status 

mon itori ng system to te l l  you how m uch j u ice i s  l eft 

a n d  how long  it w i l l  l a st 

Desi g ned fo r a customer  i n  the Fa r East who had  

p rob lems w i th  ma i n s  voltage cons i stency, the Mus i c  

P l us  battery system i s  ava i l a b l e  to  a ny aud i oph i l e  who  

wants the u lt imate outboa rd power supp ly  a n d  has  

f l 0,000 to spa re_ ( Fo r  more on  th i s  sto ry, see  p20.)  
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'O of a l l  format 

wa rs is a bout to 

k ick-off in the US, 

where the fo rmats 

hop i ng  to rep lace 

DVD a re be ing l a u nched 

th is summer. So far, there a re th ree HO-DVD tit les and e ight  

B lu - ray d i scs confi rmed for re lease. On the hardware s ide ,  Tosh i ba has 

a l ready l a unched its H D-XA 1 H O-DVD pl ayer (p i ctu red a bove) i n  J a pan .  

Samsu ng p l ans  to  l a u nch a B l u - ray mach i n e  on  the  US ma rket i n  J u n e  a t  

$999,  Sony's BDP-Sl  is expected i n  J u ly for a round  $1 ,000 and  Panason i c's 

DMP-BD l O  shou ld  be ava i l a b l e  in September fo r " l ess than $1 ,500" .  

Wh i l e  it i s  not mandatory fo r e ither fo rmat to p l ayback mus i c-on ly  d i scs, 

the H 0-XA 1 p l ays CDs, but ne ither SACD nor DVD-A The new H D 

su rround  sou nd  tech no log ies from Do lby (Tru e H D) a n d  DTS (DTS-H D) have 

ca pa b i l it ies beyond those formats, but there is so fa r no news as to whether  

record compan ies w i l l  be mak ing  compati b l e  d i scs. The i ncreased data 

ca pac ity of the formats offers g reat potenti a l  fo r the a ud i oph i l e  - a s i ng l e  

l ayer B l u -ray offers 2 5 G B  aga i nst SACD's 4 .7GB ,  wh i ch means tha t  l ossl ess 

24-b it/ 1 92 kHz  7. 1 -cha nne l  sou nd  is one of many theoretica l opt ions .  

JIMMY'S TWEAKS #42 
HANDY HINTS FROM JIMMY HUGHES - Hl-Fl'S SUPER TWEAKER 

Keep your CDs Clean 
Although  compact d i scs seem l a rge ly  

unaffected by th i ngs  l i ke f i ngerma rks and 

scratches, sou nd  qua l ity w i l l  suffer i f  d i scs 

become heavi ly so i l ed .  True, a CD p l ayer's 

e rro r co rrect ion c i rcu i try can d i sg u ise 

some of the p rob lems, but on ly up to a 

po int A bad ly-so i l ed CD may p l ay without 

'-----------'j u mp i ng ,  bu t  t he  sou n d  w i l l  be roughe r  

a n d  more congested than it wou l d  have been  had the p l ayi n g  su rface 

been kept spotlessly c lea n .  The br ig hter a nd  s h i n i e r  the su rface of the 

d i sc, the better it w i l l  sou nd .  CDs a re tr icky to c lean without caus i ng  

fi ne  su rface scratches. One  way  i s  to  u se  a remova b l e  sti cky l a be l ,  

putt i ng  the sti cky b it  on  the su rface o f  the d i sc so  tha t  loose pa rt ic les 

a re removed without the need to ru b. Badly so i l ed d i scs ca n be washed 

us i n g  a m i l d  soa py detergent ( l i ke wash i n g  up l i q u i d), and then gent ly 

patted d ry with a c lean cotton c loth or  paper towe l .  But the best adv ice 

has to be th i s: don't l et you r  d i scs get d i rty i n  the fi rst p l ace l 

IOP. 10 FUTURE CLASSICS 

OF HIGH-END HI-FI 

1. Krell 

2. Mark Levinson 
3. Chord 
4. Linn 
5. Musical Fidelity 
6. Audio Research 
7. Jadis 
8. Martin Logan 
9. Meridian 
10. Sonus Faber 

FB I  amp l i f ier  

No  3 2 6S/No 43 2 pre/ powe r a m ps 

Med ia  E ng i n e  CD/ DVD/ha rd d isk  server 

Arti k u l at 3 5 0  active loudspeakers 

kW DM2 5 Su per CD p l ayer 

Refe rence 2 1 0  mono power a m p  

J D3 Evo l ut ion CD p l ayer 

Va ntage loudspeaker  

800 V4 DVD-Aud io/Video p l ayer 

Gua rneri Momenta loudspea ke r  

@NewMusic 



Onkyo, a brand with over 50 years of audio heritage, 

proves that Audiophile components can look as good 

as they sound with the new 275 series. 

Call us to arrange a demonstration at a dealer near you 

and discover the Pure Onkyo experience for yourself. 

Do more with your iPod with 

Onkyo's optional OS-A 1 
Remote Interactive Dock. 

� Audio and A Control A Charged and � Photo Playback '!l/1 From Afar W' Ready to Go 

* iPod is trademark of Apple Computer, Inc 
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@ DISPATCHES 

Beauty and the beats 
What hi-ff needs - poetry power' 

'' H ow do I l ove thee? Let me cou nt 

the ways," the poetess E l iza beth 

Ba rrett B rown i n g  once sa id  of he r  

h i -fi ( appa rently, a nd  presumab ly  not when he r  

other ha l f  was  a round). Apprec iat ion of h i -fi 

comes in many d i ffe rent sha pes a nd  fo rms, a nd  

fo r most aud i oph i l es, p r i de  of possess ion  i s  

made  u p  of a m ix  of these headed u p  by the 

most obvi ous - sou nd  q u a l ity. 

W h i l e  speci a l i st h i -fi i s  respons i b l e  fo r some 

of the b l a ndest boxes eve r to 'g race' a 

bookshe lf, there a re compa n i es wh i ch reg u l a r ly 

produce eq u i pment  that's eas ier  on  the eye -

ta ke M iche l l  as a p ri m e  exa mp le ,  or Opera. 

1 6  H I-FI CHOICE I j u ly 2006 

"'How do I love thee? Let me count the 
ways,' the poetess Elizabeth Barrett 
Browning once said of her hi·fi." 

Bu i l d  ca n be importa nt i n  su bjective a ppea l ,  

even t hough  there's p l enty o f  affo rd ab l e  h i -fi 

out there where budgets have been a i med 

sq ua re ly  at sound  qua l i ty rather than  be i ng  

squande red on back-breaker casework. Th is  

often seems to resu l t  i n  a b u l l et-p roof fascia an 

i nch th i ck  a nd  enough heatsi n k i n g  to coo l  a 

sma l l  reacto r without p rod uc i ng  the goods as 

fa r as the ea rs go .  Whatever the sou nd a n d  

looks o f  a component, though ,  you ca n a lways 

be su re the sa me equ i pment  w i l l  evoke 

d i ffe rent op i n i on s  in d i ffe rent beho lde rs, a reas 

such as ca b l es y ie l d i n g  perh aps some of the 

most enterta i n i n g .  

One  o f  t h e  best b its o f  o n l i n e  spectator sport 

I 've witnessed occu rred after someone had  

carr ied out a doub l e-b l i n d  test to  see  i f  they 

cou l d  i dent ify the d i ffe rence between  a 

common-or-ga rden  ma i n s  ca b l e  a n d  one from 

a h i -fi speci a l i st. C l a ims  that there was a n  

a u d i b l e  d i fference, a nd that l i ste ners we re 

repeated ly  ab l e  to te l l  the two ca b l es apa rt, 

d rew ri d i cu l e  from a ha rd -core of those who 

be l i eve that a l l  ca b l es sou nd the sa me 

rega rd l ess and that sa id  test was f lawed and 

stat ist ica l l y u n re l i a b le .  It was on l y  when 

a nother contri butor, who ha ppened to have a 

PhD  in statistica l a n a lysis , we ighed i n  to 

confi rm that the test had been correct ly 

constructed and executed that the tem peratu re 

of the debate coo led somewhat. 

There is ,  however, a who le  othe r  app reciat i o n  

of h i -fi beyond  su bjective as defi ned by  most 

l i ste ne rs, of a bea uty wh i ch  l i es beneath the 

meta lwork. Among e l ectron i cs eng i neers a n d  

knowledgeab l e  amateu rs ( o r  at least those 

who don 't s l av i sh ly  fo l l ow a s i ng l e ,  i m m uta b l e  

'trad it ion '  o f  accepted e ng i neer i ng) there i s  a 

pass ion  a n d  a d m i rat ion fo r the e l egance, 

i n n ovat ion  a n d  effectiveness of the ci rcu itry 



emp loyed ,  the degree to wh ich  it has been 

opti m i sed to p roduce a su perb set of test 

resu l ts without a ny extra neous components, 

a nd  the a bi lity to do so re l i a b ly  a nd  on budget. 

In the wor ld of objective measu rement you ' l l  

fi nd  t h e  subjective too, as desig ne rs j u g g l e  

pr ior ities a n d  means t o  e n d s  - wha t  you m i ght  

ca l l  'vigorous' debate is frequent ly the order  of  

the day. Long may it conti n u e  to  be so ,  s i n ce it 

is th i s  d ebate which w i l l  p roduce tomo rrow's 

h i -fi E l iza beth B rown i ng 's poem may have 

ended ,  " and ,  if God choose, I s h a l l  but love 

thee better aher death," but it  looks as i f  

there's l i fe l eh i n  the a udioph i l e  wor l d  yet. 

has been happily addicted to hi-fi 

for 20 years, especially since becoming a 

member of the hi- fi press in the mid- 7 990s 

Speaking out 
The AES goes public 

I have just spent some t ime at the Aud io  

Engineeri ng Soci ety's Audio at Home 

convention ,  a nd  su bsequent pub l i c  day, he l d  

at Ca m br idge University's New Ha l l ,  at wh ich a 

n umber  of tech nica l pa pers were read and  

discussed by  a n  audience o f  i ndustry movers 

and  shakers - bea rded eng i neering types, 

mostly. Th is co l umn  is the first of a two-pa rt 

sk im over some of the major points of i nterest. 

Severa l sess ions  were g iven over to 

mu lt ich anne l  sou nd deve lopments, fo r examp l e  

how m a ny spea kers a re necessa ry or des i rab l e  

in a system ,  assessing  some  of t he  fine r  issues 

relat i ng  to new fo rmats, H D-DVD a n d  B l u - ray 

in part icu l a r, and in one memorab l e  paper, 

d i g ita l r ig hts management. 

One session (given by Peter W i l l i son ,  of GCa p  

Med ia)  was devoted t o  h i g h -d efi nit ion aud io 

broadcast. The paper was l a rge ly  given over to 

b u i l d i n g  a case to show that there was no 

good reason o r  even the wil l to  go  H D, given 

the way most peop le use rad i o. We a re, in 

effect, stuck with the mess that b roadcasting i s  

i n  today, dr iven (for  exa mp le) by the 

com merci a l  i mperative of broadcasters to make 

their tra n sm i ssions loud/compressed enough  

to  make the  i nveterate knob  twidd l e r  stop on  

the i r  station rathe r  than  the one  next d oor. 

Another  d i scuss ion centred on new C2 

Cast you r  m i nd back over the 

fi nest cassette decks you have 

ever known or l u sted over, a n d  

probab ly  j u st one  n ame  springs to 

m i n d  - N a ka m ich i .  But good as they were, 

Nakam i ch i  d i d n't have the h i g h-end cassette 

ma rket a l l  to itse l f. Compan ies l i ke Revox, 

Ta nd berg and Sony, even our  very own Arca m 

made some su perb decks, but none  of them 

mou nted what m i g ht be d escri bed as  a 

susta i n ed cha l l e nge  to Nakam ich i .  The nea rest 

that a ny p rod ucer ca me to do i n g  so was 

p robab ly  P ioneer, wh ich  p rod uced a sequence 

of progress ive ly better eq u i pped a n d  better 

e n g i n eered mode l s  r ight  u p  to the dem ise of 

the format (as a h i g h-end record ing med i u m) 

at the h and  of recordab l e  CD a n d  a lso i n  

P ioneer's case, DAT. 

The CT-95 was one of the l ast a n d  best of 

the P ioneer  cassette deck dynasty. I t  went on 

sa le  in the ear ly  1 990s, at a t ime when CD 

was a l ready fi rm ly esta b l i shed ,  a n d  as  a 

cou nter to the i m m i nent perce ived threat from 

DCC a n d  M i n i  D i sc. I t  turns ou t  that P ioneer  

need n 't have bothered , but it was not to know 

that at the t ime .  

The company a l ready had  a track record of  

i n n ovat ion i n  cassette re lated tech no logy. The 

CT-95 was  a three-head mode l ,  w i th  rea l t ime  

off-tape mon itori ng .  The  ta pe was  d riven by  a 

beaut ifu l ly e ng i n eered 's la nted' d u a l -ca psta n 

mech a n ism ,  wh ich  contro l l ed  the torq ue  

app l ied t o  t h e  ta pe with i n  t h e  loop. Th i s  loop 

was d ef i ned by the l ead  and s l i g ht ly s lower 

ru n n i ng tra i l i n g  ca psta n .  Do l by B and  C no i se 

red uction were supp l emented by Do l by S a n d  

Do l by HX Pro, a short l ived hea d room 

extens ion  process. It was even poss i b l e  to turn 

the d isp l ay off, a n  u n usua l  refi nement at the 

t ime. A very n a rrow rep lay head g ap, p l u s  

conti nuous  a utomat ic  head azi m uth adj ust 

a nd  speci a l  equa l i sat ion made  it poss i b l e  to 

record up to 3 0kHz bandw idth with Type IV 

meta l ta pes. H owever, some resid u a l  

g ra n u l a r ity from a h e a d  g a p  of such 

proporti ons  l ed  to some low- level u nevenness 

that was somet imes a u d i b le .  But it i s  poss i b l e  

t ha t  t he  va r i a b l e  coat i ng  of t he  t ape  was  t he  

d o m i n a nt factor. 

"Under the skin, the deck 
was equipped with some of 
the finest passive 
components available." 

Anothe r  head l i n e  featu re was a new ta pe 

a l i g n ment process ca l l ed Super  Auto BLE, 

wh i ch  configu red b i as, equa l i sation a nd  l evel 

for a l l  ta pe types to a very h i g h  sta nd a rd .  The 

mach i n e  set- up  was fu rthe r  twea ka b l e  by a 

user-set fi ne  b i a s  contro l .  Unde r  the s k i n ,  the 

deck was equ i p ped with some of the finest 

pass ive components then ava i l a b l e, inc lud ing 

the capac ito rs used i n  the aud io  s i g n a l c i rcu its 

a n d  the power s upp ly. P ioneer  made  exten s ive 

use of copper screening of the var ious circu i t  

b l ocks, even down to i n d iv id u a l  m i croprocessor 

l eve l in some cases. F i n a l ly, i t  was housed in a 

drop dead gorgeous go l d -fi nished hous i ng .  The 

price - £ 1 ,000 - was far from excessive even 

then ,  g iven the nature of the package. 

Apa rt from the s l i g ht l oss of cons istently with 

meta l ta pes noted a bove, the CT-95  was a 

peach, with a clean, open and  l uc id sound ,  fu l l  

o f  musi ca l  deta i l ,  a n d  no more su bject to 

a ud i b l e  speed var iat ions than a CD p l ayer. 

Cur ious ly enough ,  what fi n a l ly shut the door on  

cassette techno logy for P ioneer was  DAT, wh ich 

P ioneer d i d  more to imp rove than a ny of its 

other supporters, not l east with its advocacy of 

96kHz samp l i n g .  But wh i l e  D i g ita l Aud io  Tape 

was used qu ite widely in profess iona l  record i n g  

stud ios (unl i ke DCC and  M i n i D i sc), i t  never 

caught on domestica l ly, a nd  CD-R and  hard disk 

record i n g  eventu a l ly sealed tape's fate. HFC 
Alvin Cold 
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i:::J m u lt icha nne l  fo rmats i n sp i red by the 

b u rgeon i n g  i nterest in D i g ita l C i nema .  But, of 

cou rse, there were a l so top ics of pu rist 

a u d i o p h i l e a ppea l :  powe rfu l advocacy in favou r  

o f  a ctive loudspeakers from Meri d i a n 's Bob 

Stua rt, and d i g ita l amp l i f iers from Steven 

Ha rris of D2Aud i o  Corporat ion a mong othe rs. 

One  of the most i ntri g u i n g  p resentations  was 

the c los i ng  one g iven by tech n ica l  commentator 

Ke ith Howa rd ,  who rem i nded us that pu rist 

a u d i o  i s  a l ong  way from be i n g  where it ca n be 

descri bed as job done. Among the a rg u ments 

he used by way of i l l ustrat ion was that some of 

the bette r an swe rs of the past have been i n  

effect i g no red - M i chae l  Gerzon's Amb i son i cs, 

fo r exa mp le .  

H e  a lso poi nted to the more recent i nterest 

in wavefie l d  synthes is ,  wh ich  ca n be used to 

create a sta b le  soundf ie ld  over a l a rge  a rea -

a n  idea that works, but wh ich  is tech n i ca l ly 

d i ffi cu l t  to ach i eve, thoug h  the use of 

mu lt i -exciter NXT pa ne l s  was ment ioned .  One  

of h i s  ma i n  po i nts was  to  h i g h l i g ht the  

opportu n ity l ost when the Tri fi e l d  a l gor i thm 

( an  e legant way or reprod uc i ng  stereo ove r 

m u l t i p l e  l oudspea ke rs a rrays) fa i l ed to attra ct 

s i g n if ica nt support. Today, Trifi e l d  has on l y  one 

majo r  p rotagon i st: Mer id i a n ,  Tri f ie ld ' s  so l i ta ry 

h a rdware l i censee. Mer id i a n ,  co i nc identa l l y, 

was demonstrat i ng  Tri f ie ld very effective ly the 

day after AES at the p ub l i c  'fu n day', showi n g  

how  effective ly t h e  p rocess f i rms u p  t h e  centra l 

focus of a stereo system .  

began writing about hi-fi more than 

20 years ago and hos since become one of the 

UK's most internationally renowned reviewers 

Dutta space 
Weird speakers sound great 

I t's a surpri s i ng l y  re l i a b l e  ru l e  of th u m b  that 

the more b iza rre a n  item of h i -fi looks, the 

bette r i t  sou nds. It 's not foo l p roof - but ,  

l i ke Max Townshend 's  ru l e  of th u m b  that the 

best tast i ng  bott les of Auss ie red have the 

h i g hest a l coho l i c  content ,  it 's usua l l y  r ig ht. 

The h i sto ry of h i -fi i s  l i tte red with oddba l l  

components that have knocked ove r the son i c  

sk itt l es: t h e  Nakam i c h i  D ragon  cassette deck, 

the Tra nscri pto rs tu rnta b le ,  the B&W Naut i l us ,  

the Chord DAC64 and the Sha n l i ng Tl OO CD 

p l aye r to name but a fa mous five. 
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But, fo r me, there's one component that, fo r 

sheer su rrea l  i m pact, knocks the rest i nto a 

1 7 -s ided sard i n e  ca n ,  ba l a nced on a bow le r  hat 

f loat i ng  in a sea of Mercu ry j u st off the coast 

of Ra msgate. 

The Ferg uson-H i l l  FHOOl , a spea ker  that 

looks l i ke a space-fu n n e l i n g  model of a b lack 

ho le .  I ts des i g ne r, Ti m H i l l ,  was a lways awa re 

of its utte r we i rd n ess. An e l l i pt ica l ly-sha ped 

acry l i c  horn l . 6 5m  ta l l  a n d  0 .7 2 m  deep was 

neve r go i ng  to s it  comforta b ly  with those who 

l i ke the i r  spea kers b ijou ,  boxy a nd  tucked away 

in the corners. But when peop l e  ca me up to 

h i m  a n d  asked "do they sou nd  a ny good/" -

assu m i n g  that they were mere l i festy le 

confect ions  - h i s  b row fu rrowed .  H e  made the 

FHOOl s look the way they do  beca use sou nd 

q u a l i ty ( p a rt icu l a r ly T im 's d i ssatisfaction  with 

the perfo rmance of conventi o na l  spea kers) was 

his core cons i de rati on .  

The  th i n k i n g  was  tha t  what  no rma l  h i -fi 

spea kers do we l l  - p r i nc i pa l ly, produce a w ide 

frequency response w ithout  too m a ny peaks 

and troughs  - wasn't the m a i n  th i n g .  Mus i ca l  

rea l i sm has more t o  do with ti m i ng ,  p i tch 

accuracy, dyn a m ics and, perh a ps most 

i m po rtant of a l l ,  coherence. Ti m fe l t  that 

putt i ng  mu lt i p l e  d r ive u n its in a wooden box 

wasn 't the most obvi ous way of ach i ev i n g  

these q u a l i t i es. Crossover netwo rks t h a t  h a nd  

ove r between  d rivers ca n cause phase 

a noma l ies and contri bute to l ow effi c iency 

wh ich ,  i n  turn ,  robs mus i c  of its dynam ism .  

But rather than  look to new tech no log ies to 

restore the l i fe a n d  v i b ra n cy to h i -fi 

reprod ucti on ,  H i l l  put a fresh tw ist on some 

rather o ld  i d eas. Horn l oa d i n g  to i ncrease 

effi c iency h a i l s  from a t ime before h i -fi i tse l f  

( the tru mpet on  a w i nd - up  g ra mophone works 

on  the same pr i nc i p l e), wh i l e  the mod i fied  

fu l l - ra nge  Lowther DX3 d rive r that sat J U St 

beh i n d  the th roat of the 8mm-th ick ,  p rec i s ion  

mou l ded ,  toug hened ,  see-th rough  acryl i c  of  

the horn was a n  u pdated vers ion of a 

super-effi c ient cu l t  d rive u n it that had been 

p rod uced fo r ove r 40 yea rs. 

The twist was i n  the imp l e mentat ion .  Part ly 

fo r the sa ke of practica l ity, some s i n g l e-d river 

des i gns  load the d river from beh i n d  with a 

space-effi c ient fo lded horn .  T im  went fo r the 

pu r ist front-ended app roach and the resu l t, 

beca use of the need to get the Lowther d r iver 

to reach down to l SOHz, was a horn of 

s u b l i me e legance but conve rsat ion -stopp i ng  

d i mens io ns .  The  compa rative ly t iny Lowther  

d rive r sat i n  a support ri ng  that was prec i s ion 

mach i ned from a l u m i n i u m  a l l oy. Th is ,  i n  turn ,  

was secu red to the vert ica l p i l l a r  of the we lded 

sta i n less stee l ,  sati n -fi n ish  sta nd ,  wh i ch i s  

supp l ied with i ntern a l  d amp i ng ,  i nteg ra l sp i kes 

a nd  floor p rotector d i scs. That was it. S imp l i c ity 

was the key. 

"A speaker that looks like a space-funneling 
model of a black hole. Its designer, Tim Hill, 
was always aware of its utter weir dness." 



The FHOOl doesn't rea l ly do bass at a l l .  Then 

aga i n ,  a f lat freq uency response i sn 't exactly  

what made  the Lowther  d r iver fa mous .  But 

remove h i -fi preconcepti ons  befo re engag i n g  

with t h e  FHOOl s .  Beca use engage you d o .  I f  

you r  idea of h i -fi is i n stru ments a nd  performers 

i n  you r  room that you fee l  you cou l d  reach out 

and touch - plus dyn a m ics ha rd-wi red d i rect ly 

to the h a i rs on  the back of you r  neck - the 

Ferg ies a re su b l i me .  

When they went back to the i r  ma ker, I m i ssed 

the l ooks of d i sbe l i ef when peop le  wa l ked i nto 

room.  But more than  that, I m i ssed the mus ic. 

has been wallowing in gorgeous 

hi- fi and then describing its virtues and vices in 

Hi-Fi Choice since 7990 

High-end a bargain ... 
... compared to concert going' 

I wa nted to go a nd  hear  some mus i c. Dav id 

Robertson and  the St .  Lou i s  Sym phony 

O rchestra we re sched u l ed to p lay the 

Bra hms  Ein Oeutsches Requiem at Carneg ie 

Ha l l  at the end of Ma rch .  S i n ce the h a l l  ra re ly, 

if ever, se l l s  out these days, I dec ided to vis it 

New York on  the spur of the moment and treat 

myse l f  to a concert. 

I l ive fou r  hou rs from Manhatta n ,  so hotel 

accommodat ions were a must. But the l owest 

pr ice I cou l d  fi nd  fo r a decent room - by wh ich 

I mean  a room with a fu l l  bath, a n  u nsta i n ed 

ca rpet, a nd  a work i ng  lock on the door - was 

j ust u nde r  $3 00 per n i g ht, excl u d i n g  tax. 

Pa rki ng  was an extra $50, wh ich is a l m ost as 

much as the round -tri p tra i n  fa re between my 

l i tt l e  corne r  of the wo r ld and m idtown 

Manhatta n .  So I bought  myse l f  a tra i n  ride, 

too: That was a rea I no-bra i ne r, as they say. 

D i n ne r  a n d  a d ri n k  i n  m id town Manhatta n? 

Another $50 o r  so. Taxi to the Ca rneg i e? 

About $9 each way, i n cl u d i n g  the req u i s ite i f  

i l l -d ese rved t ip .  A s i n g l e  ti cket i n  a n  a rea where 

supp l ementa l oxygen  is not req u i red? $55 p l u s  

tax. The cost of  stay i ng  u p  l ate the  n i g ht 

befo re a n d  i ron i n g  a s h i rt? I nesti mab l e .  

To hea r  Ein Deutsches Requiem p l ayed 

s ig n i ficant ly l ess we l l  than  Fritz Lehman  a nd  

t he  Ber l i n  Ph i l h a rmon i c  d i d  i t  fo r Deutsche 

G ra m mophon's reco rd i n g  e ng i n eers in 1 9 55 

cost me  a l i tt l e  ove r $500 - and  the soci a l ite 

in the row beh i n d  me natte red i n cessa nt ly. c:::i 

@ The U K  cha rts i n  the late 1 970s 

pogoed to the rough  a nd  ready 

beat of p u n k. But there was a 

su b-cu rrent that was ga i n i ng 

g round  - a n d  it wasn't S aturday Night Fever. 

Roots reggae was the positive mus i c  of cho ice 

for the ' no  futu re' p u n ks. G roups l i ke the C lash ,  

the S l i ts and the Ruts used i ts i nfl uence overt ly, 

a n d  u n l i ke ly  p u n k  godfather J o h n  Pee l ,  

respons i b l e  fo r b rea k i n g  so m a ny p u n k  a n d  

n e w  wave records overg ro u nd ,  reg u l a r ly  p l ayed 

roots reggae  records. 

The p u n ks weren 't the o n ly B rit ish c it izens  

who were l i ste n i ng ,  of cou rse. Gen u i n e  reggae  

g ro u ps were sp ri n g i n g  u p  a round  the cou ntry. 

Among them,  former ch i l d  actor Br i ns ley 

Forde's Aswad i n  London ,  a nd  i n  B i rm i ng h am ,  

there was Steel Pu l se .  

Formed i n  1 97 5  by s i n ge r/gu ita rist Dav id 

H i nds  with school fri ends  Bas i l  Gabb i don  ( l ead  

g u ita r, voca ls) and  Ponn i c  McQueen ( bass) and  

na med a fter a racehorse, Stee l  Pu l se o ri g i n a l ly 

had troub l e  gett i ng  g i g s  on the B ri t i sh reggae 

c i rcu i t  on  a ccou nt of the i r  Rastafa r i an  be l i efs. 

So they ended up fa l l i n g  in with the p u n k  

crowd, p l ayi n g  g i g s  with t h e  l i kes o f  the 

Stra ng l e rs and Generat ion  X. 

A more obvious ly app rop riate pa rtner i ng  

w i th  Rasta i con  B u rn i n g  Spear  led to  them 

be i ng  s i g ned to I s l and  a nd ,  swel led to  a 

seven-p i ece, they prod u ced the i r debut a l bum ,  

Handsworth Revolution in 1 978 .  A s  i ts t it le 

suggests, th is was no l over's rock or  reggae 

sunsp l ash .  The ma in  messages th roug hout the 

a l b u m  a re po l i t ics a nd  re l i g i o n  (w i th  a n  

ob l i gatory nod to the d a nce a n d  the weed). 

Handsworth Revolution offered a pos itive, 

consc iousness-ra i s i n g  message in sta rk contrast 

to p u n k's n i h i l i sm ,  though  it's not without 

a nge r. Re leased j ust th ree yea rs before the 

outbrea k of the fi rst B rixton riots, Dav id H i nds  

l ate r sa i d :  " I t  was a sym bo l i c  statement, the 

way we saw it as Steel Pu l se , we fe lt it was j u st 

a matte r of t ime  befo re r i ots b roke out i n  every 

b l ack  c ity." 

But desp ite its revo l ut ion a ry unde rto nes, the 

t i t le  track doesn't i mp ly  an a rmed u p ri s i n g ,  but 

a ra i s i ng  of consc iousness and sense of worth 

("Doesn't j u st ice sta nd for a l l"). Ku Klux Klan is 

... .. "' o s W O "' T M  

"Their sense of melody, in 
particular, is reminiscent 
of Bob Marley and the 
great man liked them." 
a react ion to the r ise of the Nati ona l  Front i n  

B rita i n ,  ( "Ra pe, lynch ,  k i l l  a n d  m a i m ,  Th i ngs 

ca n't rem a i n  the sa me"). B ad Man, Soldiers 

a n d  Prodigal Son, mea nwh i l e, a re i n d i ctments 

of i m peri a l i sm a n d  s l avery, wh i l e  Sound System 

ce l eb rates the hea l i n g  powers of da nce a nd  

Macko Splaff sa l utes ma rij u a n a ,  a fu nda menta l  

com ponent o f  t h e  Rastafa ri re l i g i on ,  a lthough  

strictly spea k i n g  i l l ega l i n  B rita i n .  

Th roughout, there's a keen me lod i c  b ite a n d  

lyr ica l bou n ce, go rgeous h a rmon ies as  we l l  as  

a n  imp ressive l eve l of mus i ci a n sh i p  and 

rhythm i c  deve lopment fo r such a you ng  ba nd .  

The i r  sense of  me l ody, i n  pa rt icu l a r, is 

rem i n iscent of Bob Mar l ey and the g reat m a n  

l i ked t h e m  e n o u g h  t o  i nvite t h e m  on  h i s  1 978 

Eu ropea n tou r, a lthough  h is i n it i a l  react ion  

when they were fi rst i ntroduced was ,  "What 

k ind of name i s  that?". 

Stee l  Pu l se have p rod uced a dozen or  so 

a l b u ms s i n ce, a n d  a re sti l l  p l ayi ng  today, 

creat i ng  new works i n  much the same ve i n .  But 

the i r  debut rema i n s  their defi n i n g  statement. 

Handsworth Revolution hasn 't a lways been 

best se rved by CD re issues, the un forg iva b ly  

f lat a n d  compressed reproduct ion  on  the 

I s l a nd  g reatest h its package  Sound System, 

wh i ch i nc l udes the th ree I s l a nd  a l bums  i n  the i r  

ent i rety, be i ng  a pa rt icu l a r  offende r. Track 

down the o ri g i n a l  v i nyl i f  you ca n .  HFC 
Dave Oliver 
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� At that rate, assu m i ng one wishes to hea r 

g reat or good mus i c  on a fa i r ly reg u l a r  bas is ,  

even an a ppa rent ly extravagant  a u d i o  

component s u c h  as a La m m  monob lock 

amp l i fi e r  ca n pay fo r itse l f  in a l i tt l e  ove r a 

yea r. A n i ce pa i r  of Ava ntgarde horn 

l oudspea kers ca n pay fo r itse lf in seven or  

e i g ht mo nths, a nd  a Li n n  LP1 2 tu rnta b l e  ca n 

pe rfo rm the same neat tr ick i n  a matte r of 

weeks. The reco rd , a nd  thousa nds of g reat 

ones l i ke it, ca n be had for the pr ice of a taxi 

r ide a l o ne  - o r  a d ri n k . And the on l y  natter i ng 

you or  a ny other  consu mer  wi l l  hea r  i s  that of 

the n itwit rev i ewers who thought you shou l d  

buy someth i n g  e l se  i nstead .  And they' re easy 

to tu ne  out, if that's what you want. 

I wanted to go a nd  hear  some mus ic .  So, I 

went i nto the next room a n d  powe red up the 

a m ps. Maybe h i -fi i sn 't as dead as I thoug ht. . .  

has written for Hi-Fi Heretic, Sounds 

Like and Listener He lives in the US and works 

as Stereophile's editor-at-large 

Assault and battery 
Definitive Audio means mains business 

B atte ry powe red h i -fi i sn 't new. But few 

go as fa r as the Defi n it ive Aud i o  

demonstrat ion at Februa ry's Br i stol 

Sou nd  & Vis ion show. 

Propri eto r Kev i n  Scott has deve loped a n  

e l a bo rate a nd  cost ly package that comb i nes 

h i g h-ca pacity ge l  batte r ies and charger  with 

contro l  e l ectron i cs and m a i ns i nve rte rs. Cost i ng  

a round  El0,000 ( i n c l u d i n g  i n sta l l at ion), th is 

L ivi ng  Vo ice Music P lus power supp ly  a l l ows 

a ny h i -fi system to be ent i re ly  i so l ated from 

m a i ns power. 

Why bother' Beca use the qua l i ty a n d  pu rity 

of ou r  ma i n s  e l ectr ic ity has deter iorated over 

the yea rs. B l ame  it on e l ectron i cs, from d i m mer  

switches to  switch mode power supp l ies , a l l  of 

which contri bute to 'd i rtyi n g  u p' the pu rity of 

the ma i ns' SOHz  s i n ewave. 

As a resu lt, m a i ns qua l ity i s  often a l i m i t i ng  

facto r i n  system sou nd qua l ity, a nd  nowhere is 

th i s  more true than at a h i-fi show, where every 

room i s  l i a b l e  to add to the po l l ut ion affecti ng  

eve ry system.  No su rpr ise, t hen ,  t hat  the very 

expens ive battery-powered Kondo  va lve system 

p lay i n g  i nteresti ng  mus i c  i n  the Defi n it ive 

room sounded a bso l u te ly de l i c ious. 
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"An elaborate package that combines high 
capacity gel batteries and charger with 
control electronics and mains inverters." 

The who le  bus i ness of ma i ns su pp l i es is 

i n fe rn a l ly comp l i cated ,  cond it ions va ryi ng  

d ra mat ica l ly from one country to  a nother, a nd  

between u rban  a nd  ru ra l envi ronments. M a i ns 

po l l ut ion ca n be created by you r  own e l ectri ca l 

equ i p ment, or you r  n e i g h bou rs, or even 

th roug h  you r  ma i n s  w i r i n g  acti ng  as a n  aeri a l  

that p i cks u p  s i g n a l s  fro m i n creas i ng l y  busy 

rad i o  freq uency bands .  

I so l at i ng  the system comp lete ly  from the 

m a i ns has obvi ous benefits in  cou nteri ng  a ny 

ma i ns po l l ut ion effects, though  there a re 

poss i b l e  negat ives associ ated with the m a i ns 

i nverter u n it that conve rts the 24-vo lt  DC 

battery output back to 240 vo lts AC.  A ma i ns 

i nverte r is actu a l l y a fo rm of switch-mode 

supp ly, so it has its own potenti a l  to generate 

h i g h  freq uency po l l ut ion ,  a n d  a lso has a 

s i g n if ica nt ly h i g her  sou rce i m peda nce tha n  the 

ma i ns, wh ich wil l  red uce the speed with wh i ch 

the supp ly  can react. To h e l p  red u ce the sou rce 

i m pedance, Kev i n  recom mends us i ng  two or  

th ree i nverters i n  pa ra l l e l .  

The  key question  must therefore be whether 

the advantages outwe i g h  a ny d i sadvantages i n  

a ny pa rt i cula r app l icatio n .  Kev i n  has a l ready 

fou nd  the battery supp ly a n  i nva l u a b l e  too l  in  

spea ker deve lopment  work ,  beca use it rema i n s  

cons istent from one day t o  t h e  next, u n l i ke the 

ma i ns .  H e  a l so has  a very satisfi ed customer  i n  

Tha i l a nd ,  where m a i ns e l ectri c ity tends  to be 

rather u n re l i a b le .  

I t ' s  too ea r ly to say j ust what i m pact the 

Mus i c  P lus  power system wi l l  have on  the h i-fi 

scene  as a who le .  The Livi ng  Vo ice package i s  

too expens ive to  a ppea l to  more tha n  a 

wea lthy m i no rity, but m a i ns deter iorat ion w i l l  

conti n u e, a nd  I wou l d n 't b e  su rpr ised t o  fi nd  

l ess  cost ly a l te rnatives appea r i ng  soon .  

is a former editor of  Hi-Fi 

Choice and has been writing about his 

favourite hobby for nearly 30 years 

Rip it up 
Another CO collection turns virtual 

I was havi ng d i n ner  with some fri ends  the 

other  day, when one of them asked i f  I 

knew a nyone who wa nted a b race of CD 

racks. On ly l a st yea r, these racks heaved unde r  

t he  shee r  we i gh t  o f  po lyca rbonate. What  on  

ea rth happened' 

"Oh ,  I 've loaded everyth i ng  on  my PC,  now." 



The a lmost b loody steak  fe l l  from my fork. 

Fortu nate ly, it fe l l  i nto my mouth. 

The end came after one of those catastroph i c  

CD p l aye r  fa i l u res t ha t  on l y  occu r d u ri n g  

ho l i d ays. On  Ch ristmas Eve, t o  b e  exact. So, he  

ri pped h i s  d i scs onto a PC at a l ow 

compress i o n  rate, used it as a server over the 

ho l i day season and by N ew Yea r  was a convert. 

The d i scs were soon on eBay. H e's even fou n d  

a method o f  ri pp i ng  DVDs t o  h a rd d i sc a n d  

now has  e l im i nated most o f  h i s  DVD 

co l l ection ,  too. 

Of cou rse, be i n g  an ex- IT g uy who keeps h i s 

f i nge r  on the tech no-pu lse he l ps g reat ly. 

Eve ryth i n g  was i n  p l ace: a fu l l -on w i re l ess LAN 

at home, with te ra bytes of storage  and a 

thorough  g rou n d i n g  i n  the necessity of 

back i ng  up data .  He now down loads a l l  h i s  

mus ic, a nd  h i s  house has been  d i sc-free fo r a 

cou p l e  of months. Even the ca r's CD 

a utocha nger  i s  fa l l i ng i nto d i suse, now that the 

i Pod p lugs i nto the ca r ste reo. The qua l ity of 

the compressed reco rd i ng s  i s  not qu ite as good 

as a CD, but fa l l s with i n  'c lose enough '  

pa ramete rs fo r most peop le .  

You might th ink  th i s  is the a ud i o p h i l e  get-out 

c l ause, that he  doesn't l i ste n i ntently enough  

to  cou nt a nd  h i s  co l l ecti on  reflects t h i s  

l i g htwe i g ht app roach to  mus ic. Sad ly, noth i n g  

cou l d  be fu rther  from t h e  truth a n d  he  rega l ed 

me with ta l es of ' d i scoveri n g '  composers l i ke 

Bax a n d  F i nz i  on C lass ica l .corn. 

He might  J U St be the futu re of mus ic buyi ng .  

And if  he  i s ,  we  may have lost a n  a ud i oph i le .  

The compressed sound ,  rep l ayed on  cheaper 

sepa rates is to le rab l e; eq u i pment ca pab le  of 

reso lv i ng  the d i ffe rences between formats with 

ap l omb may not be so fo rg iv i ng .  Worse, now 

those or ig i n a l  d i scs a re no longer i n  h is 

possess ion ,  the compressed format is a l l  that 's 

l eft. I wou l d  be worr ied a bout do ing th i s ; I fea r  

these reco rd i ngs wou l d  soon appea r  as o l d  hat 

as  640x480 pixe l photog raphs  (from six or 

seven yea rs ago) do  in today's mult i-mega p ixel 

d i g i ta l  wor l d .  

B u t  he re's t h e  rea l prob lem. I f  you know 

someone who g ives u p  col l ecti n g  CDs, keep it 

q u i et. A co l l ect ion of d i scs ta kes u p  usefu l she l f  

space; i f  someone you know vo l u ntar i ly  g ives 

up that she l f  space in favou r  of H O D  storage, 

you ca n g u a ra ntee you w i l l  hea r  the d readed 

'why don 't you do  thafl' from you r  pa rtne r, 

spouse or s i g n i ficant other. And you w i l l  hea r 

that d readed 'why don 't you do thatJ' ( a nd  

va r iat ions on  the theme) every t ime you  buy a 

d i sc, eve ry t ime you go shopp i ng  fo r fu rn i ture, 

every time you wa l k  past Ha bitat a n d  every 

weekend  u nt i l  you g ive i n .  

To pa ra p h rase t h e  M a n i c  Street Preachers: i f  

you to l e rate th i s , then you r  C D s  w i l l  b e  next. 

Alan S1rr· began his 1ournolistic career in the 

early 1990s. He hos since become one of the 

hi-fi and AV industry's most respected scribes 

N o  h i -fi component comes i n  as 

d i ve rse a ra nge  of sha pes as s izes 

as the l oudspea ker. From Anthony 

Ga l lo 's t iny a l umi n i um g l obes to 

Ta n n oy's huge mono l iths ,  from t iny NXT pane l s  

to  huge  Wi l son Aud i o  d a l e ks, the var i ety i s  

eno rmous. Why do they h ave to va ry soJ 

Obvi ous ly, fas h i o n  p l ays a pa rt. Sma l l  

spea kers a re fa r more attractive t h a n  h u g e ,  ta l l  

des i g n s  to a h i -fi neutra l  pa rtner. Also, a s  you 

l ive with this stuff in you r  home and you a re 

q u ite ent it led to ca re a bout how it looks .  But 

even i f  you cou l d n 't g ive two hoots a bout the 

v isu a l  s ide of t h i ngs ,  there a re p le nty of p ros 

a n d  cons to both l a rge  a n d  sma l l  spea kers. 

Some a re more obvi ous t han  othe rs . . .  

I t's often put a bout that big speakers g ive 

you bette r bass. In p ra ct i ce, on average ,  th i s  is 

p roba b ly  true. But there is no d i rect cause a nd 

effect he re. I n stead ,  there is a th ree-way 

compromise between size, bass extens ion  a n d  

sens it iv ity. I n  p r i nc i p le ,  a compact bookshe l f  

l oudspeake r  ca n h ave fa ntast ic  bass  extens ion ,  

but it wou l d  be very i nsens it ive a n d  wou l d  

therefore need vast amou nts o f  power t o  ma ke 

it go l oud .  S i n ce most of the power in a ny 

loudspea ke r  ends  u p  as heat, the poor th i n g  

wou l d  fa l l  to b its o r  catch fi re, a nd  even before 

reach i n g  that poi nt, it wou l d  a lmost ce rta i n ly 

suffe r from h i g h  l eve ls  of d i storti on .  

D i sto rt ion  i n  l oudspea ke rs a ri ses from severa l  

causes. At l ow frequencies , one o f  the  ma i n  

ones i s  non l i nea rity o f  t h e  'motor', compris i n g  

t h e  vo i ce co i l  a n d  the  mag n et. At the rest 

posit i on ,  a g iven cu rrent i n  the vo i ce co i l  

causes a p roporti o n a l  amount  o f  d riv i n g  force 

d u e  to i n te racti on  w i th the magnet i c  fi e l d .  But, 

as soon as the vo i ce co i l  moves a b i t, it fi nds  

itse l f  i n  a mag n et ic  fi e l d  of s l i g ht ly d i fferent 

strength ,  so the d r ive force a l te rs. The fu rther  

the co i l  moves, the g reater the non l i nea rity. To 

rep rod uce a l ow frequency at a g iven l eve l ,  a 

fixed vo l ume of a i r  must be moved,  so a sma l l  

d rive u n it must move its cone  further  t h a n  a 

b i g  one .  Hence, sma l l  d rive u n its ten d  to have 

h i g he r  d i stortio n .  Rou n d  one  to b i g  spea kers. 

In the treb le ,  none  of that app l ies . He re, 

l imitat ions  in pe rforma n ce typ ica l ly h ave more 

to do with d i ffract ion effects, where 

"Instead, there is a 
three-way compromise 
between size, bass 
extension and sensitivity." 

sma l l -wave l ength sound s  'bou nce a rou nd '  the 

front of the loudspeaker ca b i n et, ca us i ng  a l l  

so rts o f  t ime-de lay- re l ated f i lter i ng ,  smea red 

images a n d  gene ra l  u pset. The b igge r  the 

ca b i n et, the l ower the frequency at wh ich th i s  

occu rs. I t ' s  avo i dab l e  to some extent by the 

s imp le exped ient  of putti ng  the tweeter i n  a 

sepa rate enc losu re, as done  d ecades ago  by 

B&W, KEF a n d  the l i ke. Sti l l ,  sma l l  speake rs a re 

at someth i n g  of a n  advantage he re. 

That l eaves the m id ra nge .  D i stort ion a n d  

d i ffract ion  may we l l  b e  much of a much ness 

fo r sma l l  a n d  l a rge  spea kers he re, but it's i n  

the m id ra nge that ca b i n et resonances ma ke 

themse lves most obvious .  The much l a rger  

c h u n ks of wood o r  whatever that ma ke u p  the 

ca b i net of a l a rge  spea ke r  g ive more scope for 

resonances. Sma l l  speake rs may be fa r from 

b l ameless but, as a very broad gene ra l i sat ion ,  

they do  emit  l ess sou nd  from the i r  back a n d  

s i des t h a n  l a rge  ones, a n d  because t h i s  sou n d  

i s  s ubject t o  a time de l ay ( i n  t h e  nature of a ny 

resonance), any improvement i n  th i s  a rea ca n 

be a g reat su bjective benefit. 

For a l l  these reasons ,  a n d  more, there i s  no 

h a rd a n d  fast ru l e  a bout sma l l  o r  big spea kers 

be i ng  'bette r' i n  a ny ve ry gene ra l  sense. Some 

sma l l  spea ke rs h ave g reat bass, some b i g  

ones  image  supe rb ly. They a l l  h ave somet h i n g  

t o  offer. HFC 



"TH IS MAC H I N E  IS PU R E  AU D I O  R ESEAR C H :  
H IGH-END, THOROUG H BRED AN D UTTERLY M USICAL." 

E 1 HI FI f\iEWS K c- L 

"SOUNDS ARE PRODUCED FROM 
AN UNSHAKABLE FOU NDATION . . .  
YOU FEEL LIKE YOU COULD TRIP OVER THE M USICIAN" 

"THERE IS SOMETHING SPECIAL ABOUT THE IR  
S IMPLE 1 950'S STYLING;  THEIR USE OF VALVES 
AND THEIR UNDOUBTED ABILITY TO PRODUCE 
MUSICAL SOUNDS THAT MAKES THE PRODUCT 

EXTREMELY DESIRABLE." 

CD BAL 35 
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Audio Research has studiously appl ied the technology 
gai ned from their Reference series ampl ifiers to every 
model in their  range, right down to the entry-level designs. 

The SP1 6 preampl ifier, VS55, VS 1 1 0  and VM220 power 
ampl ifiers , the state-of-the-art CD3 Mk II CD player, the 
mult i -channel ampl ifier and the VSi55 integrated ampl ifier 
are not only packed with knowledge gained from the 
company ' s  legendary flagshi p  models. but they herald a 
change 1n the way reasonably-priced high-end equipment 
is perceived . The astonish ing PH5 brings Reference 
Phone performance to a remarkably affordable price 
point. The LS25 M k  I I  Pre-amp clearly shares parentage 
with the Reference pre- ampl ifiers. And the VT1 00 M k  Il l 
boasts DNA derived from the Reference 300 and 600 
power amps. 

"A SU P E R B  
ALL- ROU N D E R  AN D 

AN O BVIOUS B EST BUY" 

"OUSTAN D I N G  SO U N D  
QUALITY AN D EXC E PTIONAL 

EASE OF USE" 
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AUDIO RESEAF!e EF 

Now, there is new inspirat ion.  Jo in ing these classics is the 
most rad ical product yet to wear the AudioResearch logo: 
the Reference 3 preampl ifier. An absence of conventional 

_ controls ,  ref ined circuitry, better sound. - - 1 - - ------------- --·- -

- - ---· - - - -

AUDIO RESEARCH VM220 

audio research 
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The blood l ine strengthens. 

For details of the ful l  range and your nearest dealer, 
contact Absolute Sounds. -- -
Audio Research: not a cautious choice, but a 
considered one. AUDIO R ESEARCH CD 3 MK2 

absol ute sounds  ltd 
58 Durham Road , Lo ndon SW20 OTW T: +44 (0)20 89 7 1  39 09 F: +44 (0)20 88 79 79 62 

www. abso l utesounds .com i nfo@abso lutesounds .com 
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ESSENTIAL GRANDADDY 
Sumday (2003) 

Th is a l b u m  was descri bed at the t ime 

by one  wr iter as 'America n  

psychede l ia  nouveau' .  Lush ,  d rea my 

and very positive. 

Excerpts From The D i a ry of Todd Zi l l a  

(2005) 

H igh -qua l ity m i n i - a l bum i n sp i red by 

Jason's  d i ssati sfact ion with 

Modesto, the town he used to l ove. 

• 
• 

• • file 
� MUSIC INTERVIEW 

J u st Li ke The Fa mbly Cat (2006) 

The fa rewe l l  a l b u m .  F i l e  u nder  

'sens itive i n d ie-America na w i th  a 

twist'. Va ri ous ly l u sh ,  pop, 

beautifu l ,  cha rged and reflective. 
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QU ESTION: 
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The Arcam player is an establ ished 
pedigree what? 
A: Performer? 
B: Dachsh u n d? 
C: Chum-mak ing  mach i ne? 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

TO ENTER: 
By Phone: S i m p ly ca l l  0906 403 1 01 3  a n d  fo l l ow the 

i n struct ions  (maxi m u m  cost of ca l l :  f l . 50 ) .  

By Text: S i m p ly send  the text message  ARCAM (fo l l owed by  a 

space) with the  a n swer A, B or C to 80889. For exa m p le ,  if you 

th i n k  the answer i s  C: Ch u m- m a k i n g  mach i ne,  then text 

ARCAM C to 80889 .  

Employees o f  Future Pub l i sh ing ( i nc l ud ing  freelancers) a n d  the i r  relatives and  a n y  agents i nvolved a re i ne l i g i ble to enter. The Ed itor's decis ion is f ina l  a n d  n o  correspondence wi l l  b e  entered into. Prizes cannot 

be exchanged for cash. Clos ing date for entries i s  3 1  May 2006. The entries will be judged aher the closing date and the w inners will be notified by telephone with in ten days of that date. Prizes will be sent 

out with i n  28 days of notification by the compan ies i nvolved, not H i -F i  Choice or Future Pub l i sh ing .  Enteri ng costs - BY TEXT: l x SOp ( i nc lud ing VAD for each entry p l us  you r  usua l  text message cost. This 

service i s  ava i l ab le  to T-Mobi le ,  Orange, Vodafone and 02 customers on ly. BY PHONEL INE :  Each ca l l  costs a maximum of £ 1 .50. Please remember to get permission from the person who pays the bi l l before you 

enter. No purchase necessa ry. Alternatively, p lease send your name, address and telephone number with the correct a nswer to: Hi· F i  Choice, Future Pub l i sh ing ,  2 Balcombe Street, London NWl 6NW. I f  you 

have any problems mak ing you r  ca l l  or  send ing your  text, please contact the service provider, Opal Telecom. Tel: 0845 330  5002. Ema i l : futu resuppo rt@opaltelecom.co.u k  
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Ascen dant 

U n i q u e  associat ion of tech n i cal excel lence and bri l l i ant  m u s i cal  performance.  Art , emot ion and tech n ology 

combined i n  pro d u cts of exe m p lary qual ity and v isual  d isti n ctio n .  

Acustica Appl icata (DAAD) • Ava lon Acoustics • Avalon Music Systems • Benz- Micro • Cardas 

con rad-joh nson • Esopower • fi n ite elemente • Harmonix • Karan Acoustics • Kuzma • Magnum Dynalab 

McCormack • M use Electron ics • Reimyo by Harmonix • Tri - Planar • Zanden Audio Systems 
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This month's varied musical morsels 
Reviews by Alvin Cold, Jason Kennedy, Dave Oliver, Mark Prendergast, 
Phil Strongman and Nigel Williamson 

Music: It seemed u n l i ke ly that Pa u l  

S imon wou l d  eve r make a n oth er  g reat 

a l b u m .  Yet in his 65th yea r, with Br ian  

Eno's product ion assistance, he 's  gone 

a n d  done j u st that. Surprise is fu l l  of  

g reat me lod ies  a n d  smart lyrics on a 

bu nch of h i g h ly a utob iogra p h i ca l songs,  
many of which deal  with the advanc ing  

yea rs. Outrageous is the ta le  of a 

m idd le-aged m a n  do i ng  900 sit- u ps a 

day w h i l e  "pa i nt ing my h a i r  the co l o u r  

o f  m u d ." On Everything About I t  Is A 

Love Song, he looks back with wry good 

h u m o u r  on  h i s  l i fe .  Matu re,  heartfelt , 

and beautifu l ly sung, it's a su rprise of 

the ve ry best k i nd . * * * *  

Sound. Eno's a m bient textu res ta ke 

Si mon 's songcraft i nto new territo ry 
with often stri k i ng  resu l ts - a perfect 

examp le  of a g reat p rod ucer's 
co l l a borative sk i l l s .  * * * *  NW 

XL  Record ings  

HAYDN, MOZART, BEETHOVEN 
Sonata i n  C; Rondo i n  D ( KV485) ,  F 

( KV494) a n d  A ( KV5 1 1  ); Sonata 

Op. 2 7  No. 2 (Moon l ight) 

Havard G i mse (p i ano )  

Na irn  CD089 

Music The Moonlight Sonoto, i s  a work 

of cons iderab l e  harmon ic  rich ness, with 
rea l  tech n ica l d i ff icu lt ies that a re 

add ressed he re with rea l  vi rtuosity a n d  
g race. D itto t h e  H ayd n ,  on  whose 

shou ld e rs Beethoven i s  fa mous ly 

dep icted as  hav ing stood. The Moza rt i s  

tech n i ca l l y  less cha l l e ng i ng ,  a n d  i n  th i s  

case  l ess m u sica l ly i nteresti ng ,  perh a ps 

beca use they were written for asp i r i ng  

keyboa rd students. * *  ** 
Sound: T h e  u s e s  N a i m's Tru e  Stereo 

p rocess. It has cons iderab le  vita l ity a n d  

c la rity, t h o u g h  the sou n d  i s  d ry, a n d  h a s  

l i ttle  of the rich ness of the ve ry fi nest 

p i ano  record ings .  Though th i s  may be a 
fu nction of the i nstru ment or the ve nue  

than the record i ng itse lf. * * * * AC 

Music The vis i o n a ry fus ion of tango a n d  

e lectron ic  beats on Gotan Project's 

award-w i n n i n g debut  a l b u m  La Revancha Del 

Tonga gave them a leftfie l d  cult hit th ree yea rs 

ago. The fo l l ow-up  from the Paris-based trio 
doesn't depart too fa r from the reci pe ( i t  would be u nfa i r  to ca l l  such a 

d i sti nctive sou n d  a form u l a ), but the i n g red i ents a re g iven a su btly d i ffe re nt 

flavo u r. The dub and h i p-hop e l eme nts a re sti l l  p resent, but  they're l ess i n  yo u r  

face. Somehow, the fus ion  seems m o re o rga n i c, re m i n d i n g  us  why, before i t  was 

h ija cked by the ba l l room da nc ing crowd , ta ngo was ca l l ed the sexi est mus ic  i n  

t h e  wor ld . * * * *  

Sound: ' Rea l '  i n stru ments such as  t h e  bandoneon a n d  doub l e  bass dom inate 

the p roceed i ngs ,  with the d ig ita l  wizard ry there s imp ly  to e n h a nce rathe r  than  

to  com pete w ith  them.  Th is  is  a ra re m i x  a n d  sou n d s  a l l  the better for the 

i nte l l igent syne rgy. * * * *  N W  

TH E WATERBOYS 
Fisherman 's B l ues 

EM I  

Music From the b ri l l i a n t  hoedown 

open i ng  of the t it le track to the heady 

g roove of We Will Not Be Lovers, you 

know that yo u a re i nto someth i n g  

spec ia l  he re. From t h e  beg i n n i n g  of 

1 98 6  to the autu m n  of 1 988,  M i ke 

Scott a n d  the Wate rboys, i nc l u d i n g  ace 
I ri sh fi dd l e r  Steve Wickh am ,  bro u g ht 

I ri sh Rock back to I re l a nd .  D renched i n  

a h u n d red sess ions  wh ich cri ss-crossed 

I re l and  from D u b l i n  to Sp idda l ,  Scott 

a n d  co wh ipped up a heady b rew that 

p roduced their ve ry best, bestse l l i ng 

a l bu m .  Va n Morrison is covered ,  as i s  

Woody Guthri e  but  the k i l l e r  track i s  

Scott's When Ye Co Away. * * * ** 
Sound: With a who le  d i sc of out-takes 

it's obvious that the band too k some 

t ime gett ing that 'w i ld  mercu ry sou n d '. 

And Dyla n  p roducer Bob Joh nston is 
on -boa rd to boot ' * * * * MP 

LARO CA 
Friends In Fa r Away P laces 

Absol ute Zero CD 

Music: Rob Pol l a rd a n d  O i i y  Wa kefo rd 's 

fi rst serious  effort is a rich smorgasbord 

of world beats, smooth e l ectron i ca a n d  

c i nema/ loungeco re a m b ience. Cool 

and atmospher ic yet, i n  the m a i n ,  

d a ncea b le ,  t h e  d uo's work has obvious ly 

been i nfl ue nced by everyth i ng  from 

Suf i ,  Afro beat and  fla menco to Eastern 

E u ropea n gypsy vi bes and Sakamoto's 
Merry Xmas Mr Lawrence score. W h i l e  it 
may not be re levant to a h i -fi mag, it 

does a l so come in a bea utifu l - and yes, 
recycled - s leeve. All in a l l ,  it's good to 

h ave friends  in fa raway p l aces. * * * *  

Sound· Lush a n d  layered even th ough  -

or maybe beca use - th i s  was mostly 

reco rded at home with the very latest 

computer tech no logy. S imon  

H eywo rth 's masteri ng  br ings  out the  

ve ry best of it. * * * *  PS 



THIS MONTH'S CLASSIC HI-FI TEST DISC ':4 very stick recordmg with a luxury feel " 
GRACE JONES Nightclubb ing Is land 

Music: Nightclubbing from 1 98 1  i s  actu a l ly a d u b  a l b u m ,  

re-branded b y  b ri n g i n g  i n  a stri k i ng ,  a n d rogynous non-si nger  

to  g ive it  com merci a l  a p pea l .  With ca refu l son g  select ion and 

the production a n d  p l ayi ng  sk i l l s  of top dub sta rs S ly D u n b a r  

a n d  Robb ie  Sha kespea re, it p roved a k i l l e r  com b i nation .  The 

l ggy/Bowie-penned t it le track is a l m ost u n recog n i sab l e  at 
such a re l axed tempo and B i l l  Withers' Use Me has a n  even 
d i rt i e r  fee l  than the ori g i n a l .  With Pull Up To The Bumper. 

i m a g i n at ion does not need to come i nto it. What keeps th is  

mus ic  fresh is the qua l ity of p lay ing a n d  he r  style of de l ive ry, 

sti l l  a h i g h ly potent com bi nat ion 2 5  yea rs on . ** * * *  
Sound: This  i s  a ve ry s l i ck  record i n g  with a l uxu ry fee l ,  but  

p le nty of ene rgy to go with  i t .  D u b  is u sua l l y  associated w ith  

h eavy bass, but th i s  has  enough  dynam ics a n d  space to keep 
the best of syste ms busy. And it sou n d s  g reat on fa r more 

modest ones,  too. * * * * *  JK 

Bou leva rd De � I ndependence 

Rough Trade 

Music: Arguab ly  the most accomp l ished but 
defi n i te ly the wor ld 's most ce l eb rated kora 
(West Africa n ha rp)  p l ayer, Tou m a n i  D ia bate 

made his i nternati ona l  n ame  from assoc iat ions 

with Span ish fl a m enco ma estros Keta ma,  b l ues legend Taj Maha l  a n d  B l u r's 

Damon  Al  ba rn (thou g h  he later d i stanced h i mse lf  from Al ba rn's flawed Mali 

Music project). For th i s  a l b u m ,  Tou m a n i  Dia bate retu rns to M a l i  a n d  the H otel 

Mande i n  Bamako, where a fortn ight  of sess ions  yielded these n i n e  stu n n i n g 

tracks. D ia bate's l i lt i ng ,  me lod ic  p lay ing is a bsol utely to the fo re. Th is  can sh ift 

in a heartbeat fro m de l i cately p l u cked l u l l a by me lod ies to sea ri ng ,  l i g htn i ng  

fi ngered runs .  Of cou rse, be ing ba cked by  the ho rn  sect ion of fu n k  l egend  a n d  

fo rmer J a m es B rown m u s i c a l  d i recto r Pee W e e  E l l i s he l ps, too. * * ** 

Sound· The i nfo rm a l  sess ions have resu l ted in an i nt imate fee l ,  beaut ifu l ly 
ba l anced a n d  p rese nted but with p lenty of l i fe a n d  i m m ed i acy, as if you'd j u st 

d ropped in on a l ive sess ion in a Bamako hote l . * * * *  DO 

\If)/ \ H f  
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MOZART 
E ine K le ine Na chtm usik ;  Serenata 

nottu rna;  Lodron N i g ht Music No. l 
Petter S u n d kvist (conductor), Swed ish 

Cha m be r  Orchestra 

Naxos 8 .5S7023 

Music: These a re po p u l a r  and attractive 

works, padded out here by some 
attractive but less fa m i l i a r, and l ess 

than p rofound ,  ear ly works from h i s  

Sa l zbu rg period .  T h e  d i sc works we l l  as  

a progra m m e  however, a n d  is  
performed with panache by the Swed ish 

Cham ber Orch estra, who bri n g  the 

proper  da nce- l i ke l i g htn ess of touch and 

e lega nce to the proceed i n gs. * * *  

Sound The reco rd i n g  was made a t  the 

Swed ish  Chamber  O rch estra's home 
concert h a l l ,  and offers good so u n d ,  

with so l i d  l o w  frequency content, strong 

p resence a n d  exp l i cit stereo i m agery. 
G iven the low p rice, th is  is a thorough ly  
recommendab l e  d i sc. * * * *  AG 

I 
ARTH U R  RUSSELL 
Fi rst Thought Best Thought 

Rough Trade 

Music: Arth u r  Russe l l 's work var ied fro m 

p ioneer i ng e lectro n i c  da nce excu rs ions  

to exp lo rato ry c lass ica l  co mposit ions .  

The fi rst d i sc of th i s  new comp i l at ion ,  

much of wh ich  was never p rev ious ly 

re leased, focuses on  Instrumentals; 

offbeat tunes a n d  sketches, m a ny of 

wh ich cou ld  have been turned i nto 

downbeat pop songs,  but  were actua l l y  

i ntended t o  be performed as p a rt o f  a 

48-h o u r  cyc le of m usic .  The seco nd CD 
is dom i nated by Tower Of Meaning, a 

long ,  contemp lative p iece that evokes 

Russe l l 's native I owa . * * * *  

Sound. Rig htly revered i n  ce rta i n  c i rc les, 

Russe l l  n ever made much money from 

h i s  a rt, a n d  record i n g  tended to be 
done on  a hand  to mouth bas is .  As a 
res u l t  much  of the materi a l  sounds  less 
than po l i shed . * * *  DO 

PEDDER AF UGGLAS 
Autu m n  Sh uffle 
SACD srereu, 1uhcha11nel SAC') te•eo 
Opus3 

Music: Pedder  af Ugg las  may not be the fi rst name that 

comes to mind when th i n k i ng  of Sca n d i navi a n  jazz/rock 

a rti sts but th i s  g u i ta r p l ayer and keyboard ! i nk i e r  has 

been on the scene for some t ime .  A lot of his work has 

been fo r TV and fi l m  and as a resu l t  i s  very strong on 

atmosphere, bearing more than a pass i ng  resemb l a nce to 

the  fi l m  work of Ry Cooder and to his score for Paris, 

Texas in pa rti cu l a r. At oth er t imes, he's l i ke H e n d rix in b l u esy mood a n d  even 
M a rk Knopf ler, yet there is an o ri g i n a l ity to his materi a l  wh ich ma kes it d i st i nct 

from those i nfl uences. He p lays with a band that i n c ludes trom bone,  doub le  
bass, d ru m s  a n d  even a d i d ger idoo, a n  ensemb le  that ma kes its p layi ng  sou n d  

effo rt less but a lways e n g a g i n g  on th i s  fa bu lous  sou n d i n g  d i sc. * * *  
Sound: O pus3 uses tube e lectro n i cs to m a ke its record i ngs,  a n d  the resu l t  i s  a 

g lo rious ly  deep a n d  open sou n d  that oozes qua l ity. Like the m usic,  it's strong on  

atmosphere a n d  generous of to ne .  ***** J K  

RACHMANI NOV 
Moments Mus icaux 

Vlad i m i r  Ash kenazy (p iano)  
SACD (ste1eo. mu l! K.hannel SAL 'J  _ lus stereo CD layer) 
Decca 475 6398 

Music: As h kenazy is someth i n g  of a Rach m a n i nov 

specia l i st, but th is  record i n g  i nc l udes a n u m ber of short 

p i eces he has never recorded before, p l u s  Moments 

Musicoux Opus 7 6 a n d  Marceaux De Fontosie Opus 3. 
These a re ear ly  works, but Rach m a n i nov was a l ready 

deve lop ing  a sty le of h i s  own, as you ca n hear  from 

Prelude in C Sharp Minor, the ear l iest pi ece fo r wh ich  he was w ide ly  recogn i sed ,  

a n d  wh ich is  i n c l uded as track e ight  i n  Marceaux De Fontosie. The performance 

sta nda rd th roughout  is fi rst rate, with stu n n i ng  vi rtuosity where req u i red - the 

l eft hand  p l ayi n g  i n  the p resto of Moments Musicoux fo r exa mp le , but it is  n ever 

ove rplayed, and a lways at the service of the  m u s ic. * * * * * 
Sound. Performed on a Ste i nway, the  m i cro phones appear  to have been p l aced 

fa i r ly cl ose, yet the sou n d  breathes wel l .  The r ich, co mp lex to na l i ty is  part icu la r ly 

we l l  fo rmed i n  the SACD l aye r, with a rea l  sense of warmth and g race. I m agery 
is a l so three d i mens iona l  - an exce l l ent  record i ng . * * * * *  AG 

GRETCHEN WI LSON 
All J a cked Up 

DualDisc (on<c 5>0e CD 'te:co. 'he 
Ep ic  

Music: A co up l e  of yea rs ago G retch en Wi lson's fi rst 

a l b u m  rocketed to n u m ber  one in the US cou ntry cha rt 

( a n d  n u m ber  two in the  pop cha rts) on the strength of 

her  wh ite trash b l ue  col l a r  s i ng l e  Redneck Woman. Her  

seco nd a lbum fo l l ows much the sa m e  pattern -

ra bb le-rou s i ng  cou ntry rock with fu l l -th roated s i ng i ng ,  a 

m a n u re-k ick i n '  band a n d  lyr ics that m a rk her  out  as more 
than j ust a n oth er new Nashvi l l e  c lone .  

The t it le track cou l d  eas i ly  refer to a busted ve h ic le ,  o r  the lady herself afte r 

one  too m a ny Jack Ds. Oth e r  tunes l i ke One Bud Wiser a n d  Not Bod For A 
Bartender g ive a fa i r  idea of the k i n d  of g lass she views the wo r ld th rough .  Ha l f  

fu l l  o r  ha l f  em pty . . .  who ca res I * *  * 

Sound: This  is not an obvious ca nd idate fo r the su rrou n d  treatment, a n d  i n  

fa i rness it i s  n ot too imag i natively done ,  b u t  the  b a n d  a n d  espec i a l l y 
G retchen Wi l son's fu l l -on voca l performance a re good enough to make the 

exe rc ise worthwh i l e .  * * * DO 
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I 1 3 0  
" I t  h a s  t h e  k i n d  of p e rfo r m a n c e  t h a t  p r o d u cts 

in  the next p r i c e  c l a s s  u pw a r d s  w o u l d  

e n vy, y e t  h a s  s a c r i f i c e d  n o t h i n g  i n  b u i l d ,  

f i n i s h  o r  u s a b i l i ty  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s . "  

VI l i  I • 1 , ' ' 1 ' I 

I C D 3 1 
" I f  y o u  w a n t  a n  e l e g a n t ,  s u p e r b l y  b u i l t  t o p ­

e n d  p l a y e r. P r i m a r e 's C D 3 1  i s  a n  e x c e l l e n t  

p l a c e  to  s ta r t .  I t  s o u n d s  fa b u l o u s  a n d  

i s  b u i l t t o  sky - h i g h  sta n d a rd s . " 

I S PA2 1 
" I f  y o u ' re af te r  t h e  H o l y  G r a i l  of h o m e  

c i n e m a  a m p s  - g re a t  s o u n d  w i t h  b o t h  m u s i c  

a n d  m o v i e s  - t h e n  t h e  S PA 2 1  i s  i t .  T h e  

q u e u e  t o  p a y  h o m a g e  s t a r t s  h e r e . "  

• 
- < --,. ... ' 

� .:.· . .  .,�; . e e e � e e 

P r i m a re m a r r i e s  t i m e l e s s  S c a n d i n a v i a n  d e s i g n  w i t h  i m p e c c a b l e  b u i l d  q u a l i ty t o  

d e l i v e r  s o u n d  a n d  v i s i o n  a s  l a rg e  a s  l i f e  i t s e l f  f r o m  e l e g a n t .  c o m p a c t  a u d i o  a n d  

v i d e o  c o m p o n e n ts  t h a t  a r e  a s  e a s y  to  i n s ta l l  a s  t h e y  a re to  a p p r e c i a t e  

Afford a b l e  h i g h - e n d  a u d i o a n d  v i d e o  f r o m  S c a n d i n a v i a  

c 

w w w .  c s e s o  I u t i o n s . c o .  u k 
0 1 4 2 3  3 5 9 0 5 4 



• The pick of this month 's best letters 
Write to: Hi-Fi Choice, Future Publishing Ltd, 2 Balcombe Street, London 
NW1 6NW. Or email your letters to dan.george@futurenet.co.uk 

A SCREW LOOSE? 
I n  l a st month's issue ( HFC 279), I chanced 

u pon Jimmy's Tweaks, which I a m  to l d  is the 

41 st such gem. My God, I am glad I haven't 

not iced the others. Next to what looks l i ke a 

ca rtoon of Jonathan  K i ng  w ie ld i n g  a spa nne r, 

J immy (for  it is he) i n forms us of the 

importa nce of havi ng  ou r  p lugs fitted correctly. 

We a re persuaded that one shou ld  remove a l l  

o f  t h e  p l ugs  a nd  "check that a l l  the screws i n  

the ma i n s  p l ugs  a re p roper ly  t ig ht" a n d  to a l so 

remove a n d  c lean  the fuse, as  there may be a 

b u i l d  u p  of corros ion a nd  d i rt. We a re assured 

that th i s  w i l l  resu l t  in an a u d i b l e  improvement. 

As i f  th i s  weren 't enough  of an i n su l t  to ou r  

i ntel l i g e nce, he t hen  goes on  to  assu re us that 

l i n i ng  up the s lot heads in the p l ug 's screws 

w i l l  actu a l l y resu l t  in yet a n other  a ud i b l e  

imp rovement. Perha ps i t  

i s  J immy Hug hes with 

the loose screws7 

Jampal via ema i l  

HFC B y  J i m my's own 

a d m iss ion ,  this is "wacky 

territory", but what h a rm 

ca n it do? H i s  twea ks a re 

usua l ly j u st that: twea ks. 

They tend to cost noth ing  

to  i m p lement a nd a re 

merely ideas  that may 

bri ng a n  i m p rovement to 

you r  sou n d  for very l itt le  

effort. Whether you be l ieve 

in the efficacy of a twea k is 

down to you ,  but there's 

noth i n g  to l ose i n  g iv ing  

them a try. Although ,  we 

adm it  m a i n s  screw a l i g n ment 

i s  - a s  J i m my states - "wacky". 

"This is causing me 
great difficulty, as I 
need to isolate the 
turntable." 
BRING BACK HANGING 
I use a Lova n h i -fi rack to support my system.  

Howeve r, I have wood f loor i ng  i n  my house 

wh ich  i s  ti m ber fra med with stud wa l l s. Th is i s  

ca us i ng  me g reat d i ff icu lty, as I need to iso l ate 

the tu rnta b le ,  wh ich  I have to t i p-toe a round  at 

the moment. Wa l l -mou nted p l atforms don 't 

seem to work e i ther. The on l y  t h i ng  I ca n th i n k  

o f  i s  suspend i n g  the tu rnta b l e  from the ce i l i ng .  

There must be a n  eas ier  way ' 

Gerry Diamond I re l a nd  

H FC It  m i g ht b e  worth g i v i n g  Townshend 

Aud io a ca l l  (020 8979 3837) .  I ts  

comprehensive ra nge of Se ismic  S i n k  

a i r-spung  sup ports m a y  offer t h e  k ind  of 

iso lat ion you r  system needs in you r  d i fficu lt  

room.  If  you r  budget wi II reach ,  the exce l l ent, 

re-va m ped VSSS Se ismic S i n k  Sta nd a n d  it's 

d u a l-tens ioned load cel l s  may he lp  sort you r  

d eck out. Hopefu l ly, th is  cou ld  m e a n  n o  

more ti p-toe ing  a round  the tu rnta ble ,  

a lthough it does sou nd fu n to watch .  C2 



[ Choice Mail ] Readers' letters 

CJ LIQUID SOUNDS 
My prea mp  deve loped a h u m  prob lem ,  so I 

app roached my loca l dea l e r  a nd  leh it with 

them. A few weeks later, I returned to fi nd  that 

the dea l e r  had gone i nto l i q u idat ion .  I t  seems 

very u n l i ke ly I ' l l  be a b l e  to  get my amp  back  so  

what wou l d  you recommend  u p  to  f l , 5007 1 

am look i ng  fo r a natu ra l ,  dyn am i c  sound ,  free 

from treb le  h a rsh ness. 

Ray Lukic Chesh i re 

H FC If you were g iven a ny k ind  of recei pt to 

a cknowledge that you ha nded over you r  

a m p  it wi l l  m a ke i t  eas ier  t o  recover from the 

l i q u i dators dea l i n g  with the shop's affa i rs. If, 

however, you do ha ppen to need a new 

prea m p, we'd recommend Arca m's FMJ C3 1 

or Pri ma re's PRE30, both of wh ich  a re 

exq u i s ite exa mp les of a m p l if ier exce l l ence. 

INSENSITIVE 
After the g low ing  rev iew of the Ma ra ntz 

PM 7 200 ( HFC 248), I ended u p  buyi ng  one .  I 

have it con nected to a pa i r  of ATC SCM7 

spea ke rs, wh ich  I adore. The on ly issue is  that I 

th i n k  the a m p  strugg l es d r iv i ng spea kers with 

such l ow sens it iv ity (84d B). I 've read  you r  

latest rev iew on the a m p's rep l acement - the 

PM7001 ( HFC 279) and wou l d  l i ke to ask i f  the 

latest amp i s  more capa b l e  of d riv i ng  d i ffi cu l t  

spea kers' I love the Ma ra ntz sou nd as it seems 

to p l ay a va riety of mus ica l  gen res we l l .  

Dinos Constantinou v i a  ema i l  

H FC Both a m p l ifiers de l iver a round  1 00 

watts, so the PM7001 is u n l i ke ly to be 

d ra matica l ly d ifferent i n  terms of d riv ing the 

ATC's load. If you crave more grip a nd 

"It seems to play a 
variety of musical 
genres well." 
dyn a m ics from you r  sound ,  you m a y  have to 

look elsewhere for the extra 'oomph '. We 

wou ld  suggest look ing upma rket for the 

perfect partner to the ATCs - the AVI La b 

Series i ntegrated is a n  idea l match .  H owever, 

Rote l's new RC-06 p rea mp with two new 

br idged RB-06 power a mps ( 1 80 watts) 

m i g ht we l l  do the trick without b rea k ing  the 

ba n k. Expect a review in the Aug u st issue. 

SOUNDSTAGE WOES 
I have a prob l em with my system.  Wh i l e  the 

sou nd q ua l ity is very good in the deta i l/voice 

p roj ect ion a rena ,  the sou ndstag i n g  l a cks 

front-to-back depth a nd  he i ght Where do I 

sta rt i n  fixi ng  th i s  p rob lem7 Am I a sk i ng  too 

much fro m my modest Rote l system and  i f  so, 

how much wou l d  I need to spend a nd  wh ich 

component wou l d  I need to rep l ace' 

Cliff Francis via ema i l  

HFC Althou g h  it depends greatly on room 

s ize a nd lo ud spea ker des ign ,  genera l l y  you r  

spea kers s h o u l d  be a bout 2-3 m  a p a rt a n d  

34m from you r  l i ste n i n g  position .  Th is 

shou ld  form a near  isosceles tri a ng le, with 

yo u r  l i ste n i n g  positi on  at the a pex. Asi de  

fro m poss ib ly  a rug ,  there shou ld  be noth i ng 

ins ide  th is  tri a ng le, as refl ect ions from 

objects i ns ide th is  space - espec ia l ly 

reflective su rfa ces such as g l ass coffee 

ta bles - ca n su btly ru i n  i m a g i ng .  

Now, try 'toe ing  i n '  the  spea kers. 

Beg i n n i n g  with the front baffles po int ing 

d i rectly at you fro m the l i ste n i n g  position  

(mea n i n g  the spea kers a re fi r ing  d i rectly at 

you r  ea rs), exper iment with turn ing  the 

spea kers towa rd one a n other (so a n  

i m a g i n a ry bea m from the tweeter pa sses i n  

front of yo u r  nose) a n d  then away fro m one 

a nother  (so the same tweeter bea m wou l d  

fi re a long t h e  room) .  M a ke su re both 

spea kers a re even ly  toed-i n a n d  m a ke sma l l  

movements u nt i l  yo u a re ha ppy with the 

soundsta g i n g .  Toe-i n shou ld  offer the d epth 

you crave a n d  fi n d i ng the right a mount  is  a l l  

a bout exper imentati on .  

You r  Rotel system shou ld  be a b le  to  cope 

with this. Twea k ing  what you have may be 

better tha n throwing cash at the p rob lem.  

Let us know how you get  on .  
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Top gear 
It costs as much as a car, but  only a small car. For this system 's 
true automotive equivalent, you 'll have to look up market 

C a r  a na log i es a re usua l l y  res i sted 

here at B eautiful Systems. It's 

p robab ly  a su bconsc ious th i n g ;  

when  I 'm  not do i ng  th i s , I work for a ca r 

magaz i ne  - it wou l d  be too easy to s l i p  

i n  t h e  odd  ' b u i l t l i ke a Bent ley' o r  's l i cker 

than  a BMW on a g reasy rou nd about 

d riven by David Ca meron '. You see the 

p rob lem ca r refe rences a re a p retty b l u nt 

i n stru ment if the i ntent ion is to n a i l  the 

often e l us ive cha racter of a h i -fi system.  

After a l l ,  a good m a ny of the com bos 

featu red in these pages cost as much as 

a modestly-specced Mere. And the 

ask i ng  p ri ce of a few systems cou l d  

fri g hten a Fe rra r i .  As a l uxu ry pu rchase, a 

five-fi g u re B eautiful System sta nds  toe 

to toe with a ny ca r; it doesn 't need a n  

a utomotive context t o  j u st ify itse l f  or, 

i ndeed ,  be unde rstood .  

That sa id  - a n d  don 't te l l  me you 

d i d n't see it com i n g  - here's the ca r 

a n a l ogy. If th i s  month's B eautiful System 

from Mara ntz a nd  Mord a u nt-Short were 

a ca r it wou l d  have to be, without a ny 

shadow of a dou bt.. a Lexus .  Any 

pa rt icu l a r  modernhe h u n ky, handsome 

GS300, I th i n k . I won't l a bou r  the po i nt, 

but there's an u nde rstated g l amou r  a nd  

i n effab l e  sense o f  nuggety, nth-deg ree 

eng i n eered so l i d ity that i n forms both the 

u p per-med i u m  s ized executive sa loon  

from Toyota's p re m i u m-bra nd  d iv i s i on  

a nd  th i s  fl agsh i p  coa l it ion  from J a pan 's 

M a ra ntz a n d  London's Mord a u nt-Sho rt. 

Some of the j ewe l l e ry i s  maybe a l i tt l e  

too consp icuous (ve ry Lexus, very 

M a ra ntz) a n d  some of it res i des on the 

cusp of tastefu l n ess. But you fee l  s u re 

that you r  money has been we l l  spent 

and that the (ever so s l i g ht ly g l i tzy) 

bea uty i s  more tha n  sk i n deep 

Let's sta rt w i th  that w i n n i n g  m i x  of  

i mages a n d  fee l i ngs conj u red u p  by 

Ma ra ntz at i t s  most a ud i o p h i l e  

or ientated .  Sensua l :  t h e  k i n d  o f  su rface 

a n d  control tact i l ity that cou l d  turn us 

a l l  i nto h i -fi fon d l i n g  feti s h ists. 

Comfort i ng :  batt lesh i p- by-NASA bu i l d  

q ua l ity. Pa mperi ng :  featu res a nd  

fu nct ions  that emphat ica l ly refute the 

i d ea that l ess i s  more ( u nde r l i ned ,  in th is 

case,  by t i ny s l a bs of s h i ny meta l a nd  

soft ly g l ow i ng  b l u e  stri p l i ght i ng ) .  

S u b l i m i n a l :  the reassu ri n g ly coo l 

des ig ne r  d ress sense of b ra n d  

a m bassador  a nd  i m poss i b l y  ta lented 

son i c  sorcerer Ken l sh iwata. Then there's 

the associ at ion b u i l t up ove r the yea rs 

that br ig ht, br itt le  son i cs a n d  Ma rantz 

occu py opposite ends  of the a ud i o  

u n iverse. Everyth i n g  we  know a bout 

M a ran tz suggests i t  i sn 't j u st l s h iwata's 

ea rs that a re go l den .  

OUT OF TH IN AIR 
Questi on  is ,  j u st how good does i t  get7 

The SA- 1 1  S l i m med iate ly sets the bar  

up  where the a i r  i s  th i n .  A two-cha n ne l  

CD/SACD p l ayer of wei g hty su bsta nce 

and fra n k ly fa bu lous  b u i l d ,  you ' l l  

encou nter few d isc sp i n ne rs as rewa rd i n g  

t o  p l ace on  a suppo rt ta b le .  Al l r ig ht, 

£2 ,000 fl i es comfo rta b ly  a bove the 

m i d -fi rad a r, but the SA- 1 1  Sl has the 

look ,  fee l  a nd  operat io n a l  refi nement  of 

a p rod uct that costs twice, maybe even 

th ree t imes as much. The exte r ior 

meta lwork i s  doub l e-ta ke th ick  a n d  

su btly bowed at t h e  front T h e  control 

buttons that fl a n k  the d isp l ay/tra nsport 

d rawer centre p l ate a re l i g ht ly bathed i n  

a b l u e  l i g ht, a n d  the power- up  button i n  

the centre o f  that p l ate i s  worthy oL 

we l l ,  s i n ce we're not qu ite off the ca r 

t h i ng ,  an Aston DB9 .  

Unde r  the bonnet, th i ngs  get more 

se r ious sti l l  with a copper-p l ated chass is 

and copper s h i e l d i n g  fo r key 

components, i n c l u d i n g  the T0-220 

voltage reg u l ators. The tra nsport 

mechan ism is mostly meta l ( no  r::I 

"If this month's Beautiful System from Marantz 
and Mordaunt-Shon were a car it would have to 
be, without any shadow of a doubt ... a Lexus." 

M a ra ntz 
SA-1 1 5 1  CD/ 
SACD player 
£ 2 ,000 
There may we l l  be a 
bette r bu i l t  d i sc 
s p i n n e r  out there,  
but not for a nyth i n g  
l i ke E 2 k. The 
com petiti on 's tough ,  
but there's noth i n g  
s ign i ficant ly a h e a d  i n  
sound qua l ity, e ither. 

i ntegrated a m p  
£ 2 ,500 
The match i ng  a m p  
m a y  not be qu ite a s  
m u scu l a r  as i t  looks, 
but it's a gorgeous 
th ing to l i sten to 
with exq u i site treb l e  
a n d  a n  a l most 
va lve- l i ke m i d range  
I t  even has  tone 
contro l s  fitted 1 

Performance 6 
loudspea ker 
£3 ,500 per pa i r  
The rem a rka b le  
Performance 6 
ma rries techn ica l  
i n novat ion with an 
extrao rd i n a ri l y 
tra nsparent a n d  
truthfu l so u n d .  A 
h ig h-end barga i n .  



Cl fl i msy p l ast ic he re) a n d  the a u d i o  

c i rcu itry a l l  d iscrete ( no  ra n k  a nd  f i l e  

op-a mps) .  You ' l l  need the remote 

handset - beaut ifu l ly b u i lt , a d ream to 

use - to access the p l ayer's fu l l  panop ly  

of featu res. These i nc l ude  s ix se l ecta b l e  

d i g ita l fi l ters (th ree each  for CD a nd  

SACD) ,  switchab l e  no i se-sha pers on  top 

of the d i g i ta l  f i l te rs fo r add i ti o n a l  fi ne  

tu n i n g  a n d  even a DC fi lter fo r za pp i ng  

u nwa nted "added components" i n  o l de r  

record i n gs. H a rd -b i tten a u d ioph i les 

might fi n d  such 'en hancements' 

su perfl uous but, on the other h and ,  you 

cou ld  a rg u e  that a l i tt l e  cho ice never 

h u rt a nyone .  The SA- 1 1  S l offe rs 

ba l a nced a n d  u n ba l a nced a n a logue  

outputs as we l l  as d i g i ta l  outputs 

( 1 6-b i t/44.l kH on ly) of both e lectr ica l 

a nd  optica l var iet ies .  

Ma ra ntz c l a ims  that its best i nteg rated 

stereo amp ,  the £2 , 500 PM- 1 1  S l, i s  

"de rived from legends and bu i l t  fo r 

a ud i o ph i l e  pu ri sts" a n d  w i l l  " l eave you 

breath l ess". That's true, i t  we i g hs a 

wrist-c l i c k i ng  2 6 kg and ,  therefore, is a n  

obvi ous ca nd i d ate fo r the bottom she lf  

of a ny eq u i pment rack .  But that 's  okay -

we l i ke ou r  ser i ous a m ps to be b rutes 

a n d  this one has an effort l ess 1 00 watts 

a s ide ,  backed up by ood les of cu rre nt 

Cop ious  a mou nts of copper aga i n  

featu re i n  the a reas o f  chass is 

construct ion  and e l ectromagnet ic  

s h i e l d i ng ,  wh i le  the outer cas i ng  i s  made 

of a n  a l u m i n i u m  a l l oy a nd  very attractive 

it i s ,  too. 

In l i n e  with the cutti ng  edge of 

Ma ra ntz th i n k i n g ,  the PM- 1 1  S l ( i d entica l 

styl i n g  to the CD p l aye r, j ust deeper with 

knobs on  and a sma l l e r  d i sp l ay) i s  based 

a rou nd  the compa ny's cu rre nt feed back 

topo logy with a d iscrete H DAM buffe r 

amp l i f ier  between  stages, short, 

sym metr ica l s i g na l  paths a nd  low 

i m pedance, wide-ba ndwidth 

choke-reg u l ated powe r supp l i es. There 

a re five sta nda rd i n puts p l u s  a s i n g l e  

ba l a nced i n put t ha t  ca n be fed from the 

correspon d i n g  output on  the CD p l ayer. 

WHAT A PERFORMANCE 
Does it get a ny bette r' Qu ite poss i b ly. To 

say that the Performa nce 6 is the best 

speaker Mord a u nt-Short (a company 

most recent ly concerned with the budget 

end of the ma rket) has  ever made  is to 

u n derse l l  it To the cons iderab l e  cred i t  of 

M-S, it m i g ht j ust be the best £3 ,500 

spea ker a nyone  has ever made .  

See i f  there's a nyth i n g  here that  i n  any 

way sou nds  bu i l t  down to a pr i ce .  A 

cu rved a n d  taper i ng  i njection -mou lded 

monocoq ue po lymer res i n  enc losu re, 

with s ides of va ry i ng  th icknesses to 

e l i m i nate resonances with i n  the 

MARANTZ 1!: 01 7 53 680868 (:::: WWW.MARANTZ.COM 
MORDAU NT-SH O RT 1!: 01 7 53 680868 (::) WWW.MORDAU NTSHORT.COM 

structu re. D rive rs that a re 'f loated ' off of 

the front baff le a nd  con nected d i rectly 

to the rea r  of the enc losure . And that 

i nteresti ng - l ook i ng  sp i ke p roj ect i ng  back 

from the enclosu re at tweeter l eve l/ No ,  

not a coat hook .  And not, perh aps more 

su rpr is i ng ly, a tube for a bsorb i n g  rea r  

rad i at ion ,  B & W  sty le .  The sp i ke i s  vented . 

It a l l ows the rad i at ion from the 

a l u m i n i u m  dome tweeter to emerge 

from a loga rith m ica l ly spaced sp i ra l  of 

ho les, effective ly remov i ng  the phase 

i nfo rmati o n  from the rea r  output a nd  

thereby red uc i n g  t he  tendency for the 

front output to 'bea m '. The u pshot i s  a 

more cons istent performance ove r a 

w ide r  l i ste n i n g  a rea. The m i d ra nge  a nd  

twi n bass d rive rs emp loy i m p roved 

vers ions of Mordaun t-Short's favou red 

smooth-d i sh  a l u m i n i u m  d i a p h rag ms. The 

crossover is located in the bottom of the 

enc losu re, so l i d ly attached to the th ick 

meta l base that prov ides extra sta b i l ity. 

Th ree sets of very fu n ky b u l l et-sha ped 

speaker term i n a l s  a l l ow tr i -wi ri n g  or 

tr i -a mp i n g  i f  req u i red . 

What defi nes the d i ffe rence between  a 

good h i -fi a n d  a g reat mus i c  system'  The 

g reat mus i c  system i s  the one that 

a l l ows the rea l cha racter of i n d iv i d u a l  

record i ngs t o  s h i n e  through .  The 

contrasts, the p l ay i ng a nd ,  most cruci a l l y 

of a l l , the emotion .  He re's a system that 
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"It doesn't matter whether it's soulful and seductive or raw and 
raucous, this combo nails that narrowest of lines, which exists 
between resolving detail and encompassing the bigger picture." 
g rabs you r  attent ion on  that l eve l a nd  

never l ets go .  The  b u i l d i n g  b locks a re its 

c la ri ty, speed, g r ip ,  exceed i ng l y  low 

co lo rat ion - it 's a lmost e lectrostat ic- l i ke 

in th i s  respect - and  knockout dynam i cs. 

With the ri g ht reco rd i n g  (say Pi n k  F loyd's 

Da rk Side of The M oan on SACD), the 

mus i c  has a s h im meri ng ,  sca l p-ti n g l i n g  

p resence. Who needs t h e  swi r l i n g ,  

ha l l u c i nato ry, a l m ost m i g ra i n e- i n duc i ng  

mu lt ich an ne l  SACD m ix, when stereo 

gets th i s  d a m n  good) 

SOU L SEDUCTION 
I t  doesn't matter whether it's sou l fu l a nd  

sed u ct ive or  raw and  ra ucous, th is  

com bo na i l s  that n a rrowest of l i n es, 

wh ich  exists between reso lvi ng  deta i l  

a n d  fu l ly encompass i n g  t h e  b i gge r  

p ictu re. The  sou nd  i s  fi ne ly  revea l i ng ,  

h a rmon i ca l l y r ich and rhyth m i ca l ly 

coherent. Treb le  has b ri l l i a nce a n d  

defi n i t ion b u t  no g l a re or  g ra i n .  

Bass h a s  speed, sha pe, p itch p reci s ion 

and  tremendous  extens ion  but maybe 

not q u ite as much we i ght as you m i g ht 

expect. It's a very pa rti cu l a r  k i n d  of 

p resentation ,  devo id  of m a n i p u l ative 

emphas is ,  u n doubted ly q u ite d ry, but 

u l ti mate ly deeply sati sfyi ng .  I t's i n it i a l ly 

d i sconcert i ng ,  though :  many systems 

tend to de l iver a bass that's more fl a b by 

or b loated, a nd  the fi rst t ime you 

encou nter this muscu l a r, l e an  botto m 

end ,  it seems wrong  somehow. But fi rst 

imp ress ions ca n be deceptive, a nd  

someti mes j ust p l a i n  wrong .  When  you 

fa m i l a rise you rse l f  with this taut bass 

sound ,  there's no go i ng  back. 

On  jazz saxophon ist David San born 's 

Up Front CD, San born's tenor  sounds  

a uthent ica l ly loud a nd  fru ity, im bued 

w ith  j ust the r ight a mount of  rasp and 

b i t i ng  edge .  The system's a b i l ity to track 

a rhythm and keep its fi nger  on  the pu lse 

of the music i s  r ight on  the money, too. 

I n  contrast, b ig ,  orchestra l a rra ngements 

- wh i ch ca n so often end up sou n d i n g  

strange ly  a morphous a nd  monochromatic 

u n less a l l  the components a re p u l l i n g  in 

the sa me d i rect ion - a re l ush ,  fi ne ly  

textu red and  proper ly expa ns ive. It 's an  

i m mense ly c r i sp  a n d  v iv i d  p resentati on ,  

with a sense of sca l e  that's accu rate, not 

over- i n flated, with a l l  d isc types. 

Of the d i g ita l fi l ter sett i ngs, I p referred 

n u m be r  l (on both CD a n d  SACD) with 

the DC f i l ter switched out. The 

d i fferences between the fi lte rs a re very 

su btle, but seem to get s l i g ht ly more 

rose-t i nted a nd  roma nt ic as you head 

towa rds 3 .  For br io and mus ica l  

i nvo lvement, l 's the, er, one  I 'd choose, i f  

fo r no other  reason than  I l i sten to more 

rock, d a nce a n d  j azz than  c lass i ca l a nd  

sma l l  ensemb l e  acoust ic. Th i n g  is, 

sett i ngs  2 and 3 work bri l l i a nt ly with 

c lass i ca l/acoust ic materi a l .  Al l  the bases 

covered, then .  

So, as  good as a Lexus GS3 00) Bette r. 

For the ca r, there's a lways that obstac le 

ca l l ed the BMW 5 Ser ies it ca n't qu ite 

overcome. But this Ma ra ntz/M-S system 

bows to no riva l at the pr ice. And that, 

we prom ise, is the last ca r a n a logy fo r 

some t ime . . .  at least u nti l we buck le  u p  

for next issue's B ea utiful Systems. HFC 
David Vivia n 
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OUR RATINGS EXPLAINED 

Percentage rati ngs for 

va rious d i fferent criteria ,  

l i ke sou nd q u a l ity and  

va l u e  for  money 

�. nor an 

e we  liked 

Sdenct and ease, It even seems to � 

iiJi.. ldn nnd .. .v ... c.vilised pl¥rS fOf tn .. 
money. But few combi11e dynamics with fine 
timing �ills a� effectively as this. HfC 

Jason Kennedy 
The th i ngs we l i ke most 

a bout the prod uct 

The th ings  we th i n k  

cou ld b e  better 

The prod uct's fi n a l  

score. Al l  criteria a re 

taken i nto account  

but the emphas is  

is o n  performa nce. 

Com ponents scori ng  

more than 85% 
may qua l ify for  a n  

HFC Award Badge 

HHICHDICE maganne 
* 

Best Buy 
A component 

receivi ng the coveted 

Hi-Fi Choice Best 

Buy Badge has been 

j u d ged to del iver 

excel lent performa nce 

at its price poi nt, 

thereby offeri ng 

outsta n d i n g  va l u e  

for money. 

Editor's Choice 
Th is Badge is 

awa rded on ly  to those 

co mponents that 

a re j u d ged to del iver 

reference-sta ndard 

perform a n ce, regard l ess 

of cost. These products 

may be cons idered 

a mong the very best of 

the ir  k i nd .  

Turn the page for the mast 
rigorous tests of serious 
hi-fi in the business ... 

july 2006 I HI-FI CHOICE 37 





It 's no g reat su rprise that the tra nsport is a 

DVD-ROM type (th ankfu l ly qu ieter mechan ica l ly 

tha n  most - it's essent ia l l y i n a ud i b l e  from 

more than  a metre away, apa rt from a fa i nt, 

per iod i c  c l i c k i ng  sou nd ) .  It c l a ims  "ten ti mes 

bette r" error  correct ion than  no rma l tra nsports, 

but don 't be foo led - even th is  deck won't p l ay 

those marma l ade-smea red d i scs I 

What may be l ess expected is that the a ud i o  

boa rd i s  a t  fi rst g l a nce qu ite s i m i l a r  i n  its ch i p  

count  t o  that o f  many other  C D  p l ayers i n  th i s  

genera I pri ce bracket. The D-to-A convertor, fo r 

a sta rt, is a fa m i l i a r  type a nd  the output 

op-a mps l i kewise. True, there a re a few deta i l  

d i ffe rences b u t  on  t h e  who l e  t h i s  looks l i ke a 

not-u ntyp ica l  assemb l age  of pa rts. We can't 

cr it ic ise Mer id i a n  fo r th is :  at th i s  k ind of pr ice, 

in the qua nt it ies one ca n reasonab l y  expect to 

sh i ft, the cho ice is qu ite s imp ly  between  a tru ly 

nove l fu ncti ona l  i m p lementation i n  a bog-bas ic 

box and a smart- l ook i ng  u n it with a l a rge ly  

convent ion a l  e l ectron i cs comp l ement. G iven 

the performance l eve ls  we know from 

expe r ience that ca n be ach ieved with the latter 

so l u t ion ,  Meri d i a n 's cho ice seems sens i b le .  

Anyway, if you rea l l y want someth i n g  a bit l ess 

ord i na ry, you ca n look i nstead at the 

imp ressive GOB,  which in a nea r- i d ent ica l  

package offers Mer id i a n's own u psa m p l i n g  

imp l ementation  a nd  va r ious other n i ceties, at a 

p re m i u m  of some £550 .  

Back to the i ssue at hand :  what, then ,  does 

Mer id i a n  cl a i m  fo r th is p l ayer7 As you m ight  

expect, l ow d i sto rti o n  a n d  l ow j i tte r both 

fi g u re, as does low no i se. We're happy to 

confi rm those c l a ims  a re a l l  a mong the Cl 

Meridian GO& CD player [ Review ] 

"Meridian's fantastic system remote is truly 
a delight in itself; it's backlit, powerful and 
unusually neatly labelled." 
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We talked to John Bamford, 

product manager at Meridian 

Audio, about the new C06 

CD player 

HFC To what extent does this 

pl ayer bui ld upon past or existi ng Merid ian  CD 

or DVD-Audio p layers? 

J B  It 's based extensively on the award-wi n n i n g  

GOB, b u t  without t h e  GOB 's u psa m p l i ng c i rcu itry. 

And we d ispensed with the ba l anced outputs to 

red u ce the cost. W h i l e  GOB is the perfect partner  

for  o u r  G02 ba la nced prea mp l i fie r, th is new mode l  

is idea l ly matched with o u r  more afford a b l e  GOl 

p rea mp .  I t  a l l ows enthus iasts to assem b l e  a very 

h i g h  performa nce sepa rates system with i n  a 

sma l l e r  budget. 

I s  this Merid ia n's idea of a 'budget' model or can 

we expect even lower-priced players? 

G06 is the chea pest p l ayer we make right  n ow. 

We've noth i n g  cheaper on the d rawi ng  board as we 

speak, but never say never . . .  

The main components of the G06 a re clea rly 

industry-sta ndard pa rts. Are there a ny spec ia l  

Merid ian  ' n ips and  tucks' you  ca n share with us?  

So much of  what  we  do i s  propr ieta ry - the manne r  

i n  wh ich we h a n d l e  d ata to  p reserve i nteg rity a n d  

m i n i m ise e rrors - that t o  te l l  wou l d  be t o  g ive away 

a l l  o u r  secrets. So I ' l l  h ave to dodge this q uestio n  1 

How does this p layer fit i nto the Merid ian  

' a l l-dig ita l '  scheme of th ings? 

Actu a l ly, the G06 is not the Meri d i a n  p l ayer to buy 

i f  one  is p l a n n i n g  towa rds b u i l d i n g  a fu l l y  d i g ita l  

Meri d i a n  system featu r ing o u r  DSP loudspeakers. 

Better to d i g  a l ittle deeper for the more expensive 

u psa m p l i n g  GOB, beca use its d i g ita l  output ca n be 

activated to output at 24-bit/B8 .2 kHz. 

With the Meri d i a n  H i g h  Reso l ut ion ( M H R) d i g ita l  

i nterface (with  Smartli n k) , th i s  m a kes for a n  even 

lower j i tter ' d i g ita l  tra nsport' with wh ich to feed 

o u r  DSP loudspeakers. 

Do you design by ear  or  by measurement? 

Both . O u r  e n g i n ee rs a lways measure fi rst, as ea rs 

ca n too eas i ly  be deceived. Then we l i ste n ,  refi ne, 

measure, l i sten ,  s leep on  it, com p a re, measure, 

l isten ,  ask our co l l eag ues to l i ste n ,  and after a l l  

that make a sma l l  p roduct ion batch. Then w e  l isten 

aga i n  as a fi n a l  check before we sta rt sh i pp i ng  to 

dea le rs. In fact, p rod uction  u n its usua l ly sound a 

l itt l e  b it  better than  prototypes. 

40 H l · F I  CHO ICE  I july 2006 

Cl best we've seen at a ny pr ice a nd  gene ra l ly 

exemp l a ry. A few other  tech n i ca l tests we've 

d reamed up fa i l ed to show any worry i n g  

trends, w i t h  d i g ita l  fi lter r i pp l e  bas ica l ly 

non -existent a n d  the u ltrason i c  band  a bove 

24 kHz excepti o n a l ly we l l  s upp ressed . The one 

wea kness, compa red with the 808 and a very 

few other  h i g h-end p l aye rs/ DACs we've seen, 

i s  the a l l -too-common  use of a f i l te r  

confi g u rat ion t ha t  atte nu ates at h a l f  the 

sa m p l i n g  frequency by on ly a modest a mou nt. 

Natu ra l ly, with Mer id i a n  be i ng  l ea d i n g  

proponents o f  d i g ita l l oudspea kers a n d  

i nter-equ i pment com m u n icat ions ,  opti ons  a re 

p rov ided fo r these, the fo rmer by the usua l  

S/ P D I F  d i g ita l outputs (e l ectri ca l a n d  Tos l i n k ) 

a nd  the l atte r by two 'Meri d i a n  Com ms' D I N  

sockets a n d  o n e  BNC. A n  RS232  i n put i s  a l so 

p rov ided fo r ma i ntena nce a n d  u pdat i ng  of the 

i ntern a l  fi rmwa re. 

SOU N D  QUALITY 
Com i n g  to us hot on  the hee ls  of a g roup  of 

CD p l ayers of s i m i l a r  pr ice to th i s  one, the G06 

fou nd  us in no  mood to to l e rate even the 

sma l l est of fo i b l es, s i n ce one evi dent ly doesn't 

have to. Not that we serious ly  expected a ny. 

From the very outset (whatever one m i g ht 

th i n k  of the adv isa b i l i ty of wa rm i n g  up a nd  

b u rn i n g  i n  k it ) ,  it wa s  c lea r t h a t  we  wou l d  have 

to try very h a rd if we were go i ng  to d i stu rb th i s  

Meri d i a n 's sang-froid. I t ' s  a ve ry, very confident  

a l l - rou nde r  w i th  imp ressive a b i l i t ies i n  J U St 

a bout every a rea .  If it was a person ,  it wou ld 

be a cross between J eeves a nd  B ruce Lee. 

I t  ha ppened to a rrive j ust hou rs afte r a 

ha ndfu l  of CDs that were mastered a nd 

q u a l ity-checked on the sa me amp l i f ie r  a nd  

spea kers. One  o f  these d i scs featu red a rt ists 

very fa m i l i a r  from persona l  acqua i nta nce. H ow 

better to check both p l ayer a n d  d i scs tha n  by 

ma rryi ng  them togetherJ And it was rewa rd i n g  

to  hea r we l l - l oved a n d  ca refu l l y  n u rtu red 

sou nds wel l i ng fo rth ,  with j ust a l i tt l e  more 

so l i d i ty to the bass tha n we remem bered ,  

reassu r i ng l y  sta b l e  and p recise stereo imag i n g  

a n d  treb l e  that wa s  very c lear ly  extended .  

What we had heard prev ious ly was  a shade 

more openness i n  the treb le ,  s l i g ht ly more a i r  

a rou nd the so lo fema l e  vo i ce on  t h e  most 

fa m i l i a r  record i n g  a nd  a l so j u st a l itt l e  l ess 

h a rshness on  her s i b i l a nts. 

Sti l l ,  those q u a l it ies had been noted when 

us i ng  a serious ly  upma rket p rofess i ona l  DAC 

and  we'd hes itate to suggest that they ca n be 

fou n d  i n  a ny sub -£2 ,000 CD rep lay mach i n e  



we've encou ntered .  No r  i n d eed ca n we 

recommend  offhand  a ny d i rect com petito r 

that ca n make a better job  of the lower 

reaches, a l though  some proba b ly reach pa rity. 

There is someth i n g  qu ite awe- i n sp i r i ng l y  rea l  

a bout t h e  G06's ba ss, a comb i nat ion of 

extens ion  a nd  control that p rov ides both 

's l am '  a n d  tunefu l ness, a re l at ive ly  ra re 

ach ievement especi a l l y  if one va l u es 

tu nefu l ness in q u i et music .  

That l ast com ment in pa rt icu l a r  may suggest 

that th i s  is a very good p l aye r fo r J azz l overs 

(afte r a l l ,  the me l l ow tones of the p l u cked 

up ri g ht bass u nderp i n  a l a rge n u m ber of 

c lass ic tracks) a nd  that's a fa i r  concl us ion .  The 

only l i m itati on  with such reperto i re i s  in the 

treb le ,  and ' l i m itat ion '  is a downr ight unfa i r  

way t o  J udge  an  u nwi l l i n g ness t o  stoop to 

me l l ow ing  the rather agg ressive br ig htness of 

qu ite a few we l l - known jazz reco rd i ngs. A l l  the 

sa me, i t ' s  as wel l  to be awa re that i n  true 

Meri d i a n  sty le  th i s  is a bove a l l  an honest CD 

p l ayer that makes no concessi ons to poor 

reco rd i n gs. To the extent that they lack bass, 

treb l e  or  deta i l  it w i l l  ba i l  them out as best it 

ca n ,  but g ross tona l ity fa u l ts or  down ri g ht 

feeb l eness a re s imp ly  re l ayed i n  a l l  th e i r  

i n adequacy. Yes, there i s  h i -fi a round  that 

seems to make a bette r f ist of such reco rd i ngs 

by paper ing ove r the son ic  cracks, but there's 

a lways a pr ice to be pa id  in te rms of 

perfo rmance with top-notch p rod ucti ons .  

S im i l a r  log ic app l ies to the bus i ness of 

system match i ng .  Don 't buy a G06 i f  you a re 

expect i ng  it mag i ca l ly to 'fix' prob lems 

e l sewhe re i n  the system .  It won 't do i t ,  but i t  

w i l l  at least he l p  you i dentify the p rob lems 

more prec ise ly. And of cou rse, it req u i res no 

speci a l  t reatment, e i ther. It sou nds assu red ,  

deta i l ed and refi ned in p retty much a ny h i -fi 

company we ea n muster fo r it. 

components, 

including 

oversampling 
filter 

Com m unication 

bus cable 

DVD-ROM transport ----� 
for enhanced error 
recovery 
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Digital-to-analogue convertor chip 

Analogue 

output stage 

using op-amps 

and high-grade 
passive 

components 

Switch-mode 
power supply 

�---- Display and 

control circuits 

"There is something awe-inspiringly real 
about the GO&' s bass, a combination of 
both 'slam' and tunefulness." 

The most i m porta nt aspect, though ,  wh i ch 

we've d e l i berate ly  saved for l a st, is that th is  i s  

a rea l l y  mus i c- l ov i ng p i ece of h i -fi equ i p ment. 

I t  ca n be tempti ng  to m a ke a s imp l ist ic 

equat ion between  a n a lysis and lack of mus i ca l  

i nvo lvement, but th i s  i s  o n e  o f  those des i ra b l e  

b i ts o f  equ i pment that p rove concl us ive ly how 

ho l l ow and m i s lead i n g  a hypothesis that is . On 

the contra ry, it is p rec ise ly beca use th is  i s  a 

pa rt icu l a r ly deta i l ed a n d  a n a lyt ica l  p l aye r that 

one ca n so eas i l y  become comp l ete ly imme rsed 

in a fi ne m us ica l  performan ce .  

At a l ive g i g - a good one  in a decent venue  

w i t h  a rea l ly buzz i ng  g roup  of performers on  

stage, i n stead of one re l i a nt on  PA systems, 

speci a l  effects and pyrotechn ics to make up  for 

l i m itat ions i n  performer or performance - one 

doesn't have to concentrate on  one aspect of 

the sou nd  to enjoy i t .  I t ' s  a l l  there, i n  out l i n e  

a n d  i n  deta i l ,  for t h e  b ra i n  t o  ta ke i n  with 

m i n i m a l  effort and maxi m u m  app reciat ion .  

That's exact ly what  rea l l y  fi ne h i -fi l i ke th i s  

ca n ach ieve, ba lanc ing the va r ious aspects of  

ton a l ity, i mage ,  dynam ics, rhythm and  me lody 

in such a way that whateve r one wa nts to hear  

with i n  the who le  is i n sta nt ly access i b l e .  I f  you 

l i sten h a rd enough ,  you ca n pick out the deta i l  

i n  a n  AM rad i o  broadcast on  a cheap tra n ny, 

but the effort wi l l  wea ry you r  b ra i n  a l m ost 

before you 've beg u n .  The G06,  a pe rfect 

exa mp le  of ba l a nc i ng  vi rtues, doesn't ask you 

to do that work: it does it fo r you .  

The  second fl ute 1 n  a roma ntic sym phony, or  

the who le  orchestra' The back i ng voca ls i n  a 

g l am  rock track, or the bass' It 's you r  cho ice, 

and the a nswe r ' both ' i s  a l so ent i re ly poss ib le .  

Meri d i a n  has ach i eved a h igh  a nd  cons i stent 

sta nda rd with this p l ayer that i s  not ma rked ly 

pa rti a l  to a ny musica l  sty le  or i n stru ment, nor  

to a ny other  exte rna l  c i rcu msta nces, and wh i l e  

we  must concede t ha t  on  sound  q u a l ity 

g rounds  a l o ne  it's not the o n ly game in town 

(some others ma nage s i m i l a r  feats at a s i m i l a r  

p ri ce) ,  t h e  G 0 6  is b y  a ny sta nda rds a h i g h ly 

recommendab l e  item .  H FC 

Richard Black 

VERDICT •••••---
SOU N D » 91 % [! PRO 

Highly civilised, refined and 
f-----------1 detailed sound which can 

nevertheless stomp, sing, 
shake, rattle'n 'roll and FEATU RES » 88% 
gen era lly have a great time. 

r-----------< Informative and involving 

BUILD » 92% with any kin d  of music. 

I I I I I I I I I 1 I '1 CON 

VALUE » 88% 
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Chapter Precis integrated amplifier [ Review ] 

"It delivers a highly articulate and 
immediate sound that, while tonally on the 
lean side, is never short of bass grunt." 

The casework is very s l ick ,  with g r i l les on top 

to vent heat and Cha pter's s ignatu re 

i l l u m i n ated sta ndby switch a nd  vo l u m e  

contro l .  T h e  l atte r  ca n b e  adjusted i n  

br ig htness from l ow t o  ra bb it-tra nsfixi ng i n  

fou r  steps; fo r those o f  a sens it ive bent, t h e  low 

setti ng  cou l d  be a l itt l e  lower but there's 

a lways the opt ion to turn i t  off. The case s its 

on two bea ms that a re made by Aud ioph i l e  

Base a nd  u s e  Sorbothane  t o  p rov ide iso lat i on .  

Precis has fou r  s i ng l e-ended a n d  one 

ba l a nced i n put, a l ongs ide  ba l a nced prea mp 

outputs a n d  a p rocessor output/ta pe l oop .  On  

ou r  sa mp l e , there were no na mes on  t h e  rea r  

pa ne l  socketry beca use o f  t h e  rather too c leve r 

- but h i g h l y  attractive - casework; we a re to l d  

that  the company has now thought  of  a way 

rou nd  th i s . There i s  no  fac i l ity to name  

i n d iv i dua l  i n p uts, so  you ' l l  j u st have to 

remember wh ich  com ponent is p l ugged where, 

but at least the ba l a nced i n put is d i ffe renti ated 

as 'XLR' . The 3 . S m m  m i n ijack on the front 

pa ne l  is fo r an M P3 p l aye r or s i m i l a r. 

Although  there's on l y  the one  contro l  on the 

a m p, it a l l ows fo r a good ra nge of fu ncti ons .  

I n d iv i d ua l  i n put ga i n ,  fo r i n sta nce, ca n be set 

at 2x, 4x a nd  u n ity - th i s  l atte r  i s  extreme ly 

usefu l when the Precis i s  used to d rive the 

front leh and r ight spea kers in a mu lt ich a nne l  

system.  Ba l a nce control works by  decreas i ng  

the l eve l o f  e i t he r  cha nne l  by up  to  6d8 ,  wh i l e  

phase ca n be set fo r each  i n put i n d iv id u a l ly 

a n d  's leep mode '  a l l ows you to te l l  the a m p  

h o w  l o n g  t o  l eave t h e  d i sp l ay a nd  i ntern a l  

cl ocks on before a utomat ica l ly switch i n g  off, or  

not i f  you p refe r. The fi n a l  cho ice is between 

u s i ng  the Precis as a p rea m p  o r  power a m p  

on ly, or keep i n g  it i n  sta n d a rd i nteg rated form. 

The so l i d  a l loy remote a l l ows i n put a n d  

vo l ume  change p l u s  mute, b u t  doesn't access 

other  fu nct ions .  One  th i n g  you notice with 

vo l ume  contro l  is that beca use the graduat ions 

a re so fi ne at the h i g he r  end  of the sca le ,  it 

ta kes a long t ime to cha nge  the l evel 

s i g n if ica nt ly. Once you 've got there, it f lashes 

at you to say that it has 'made a note '  of the 

l evel and w i l l  remembe r  it even i f  you 

comp letely power down the Precis. Th is is 

potenti a l ly usefu l ,  but a l so q u ite i rritat i ng .  

SOU ND QUALITY 
The Precis emu l ates Cha pter's pre/power a m p  

pa i r i n g  with a n  u nca n n i l y l ow noise th resho l d .  

A l l  so l i d -state amp l if iers a re q u i et, bu t  Cha pter 

seems to have e l i m i n ated the a l m ost ent i re l y  

u n d etecta b l e  low- leve l hash  that you  a re not 

awa re of u nt i l  i ts gone .  Presu mab l y  th i s  i s  

re l ated to  the C l ass D operat ion but whateve r 

its or ig i n ,  it seems to open the so n i c  w i ndow 

that l i tt l e  b i t  w i de r  where low- l evel sou nds  

a re concerned .  

A lmost contra ry to that fi n d i n g  is a sense of 

spa rseness to the sou nd .  With v i ny l ,  it seems to 

be a lmost too c lea n ,  but when the need le  is 

taken out of the g roove, the sou nd  is 

u ncharacteristica l ly s i l e nt. Somehow the Precis 

manages to negate the h u m  that norma l l y  

comes o u t  o f  ou r  vi nyl front end a n d  phono 

stage, someth i n g  that  most users of low output 

ca rtr i dges have to put u p  with .  Sh ri m pton 

suggests th i s  m i gh t  be beca use i t  converts the 

s ig na l  i nto a true ( not pseudo)  d i ffe renti a l  

s i g n a l  at t h e  i n p ut, remov i ng  a ny potent ia l  

ea rth loops between the sou rce a nd the 

amp l i f ier  stage. The p rea mp  outputs a re a l so 

fu l ly ba l a nced a nd  so l i d -state rather than  

tra nsformer cou p led ,  so  there i s  c l ea r l y  a tota l ly 

u ncomprom ised p rea mp  i ns i de  the Precis . 

Whether this o r  the C lass D des ig n  a re 

p ivota l i n  fo rm i n g  the Precis sou nd is 

i m materi a l ,  though .  I t  de l ivers a h i g h ly 

a rt icu l ate a nd  i m med iate performa nce that, 

wh i l e  ton a l ly on  the lean side, is n eve r short of 

bass g ru nt. I t  doesn't seem to de l iver the 

a bso l ute weight  of more convent i ona l  power 

a m ps, but what it does de l ive r a ppea rs in such 

a fast and dyn am i c  fash i on ,  i t  ma kes you 

wonde r  i f  the reg u l a r  a m ps have the sa me 1:::2 
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[ Review ] Chapter Precis integrated amplifier 

We talked to Chapter Audio's 

engineer Duncan Shrimptan 

about the thinking behind the 

Precis integrated amplifier, 

especially in the fig h t  of other 

products in the range 

H FC How does the Precis  re l ate to the existi ng  

Cha pter Prefa ce P lus  pre a m p l if ier  a n d  Coup let 

power a m p l if ier? 

OS We actu a l l y  ca me u p  with the  i deas  b e h i n d  

the  Prec is  two yea rs a g o ,  but  h a d  t o  h o l d  back 

on  b u i l d i n g  it beca use i t  so u n d e d  b ette r than 

o u r  f l l  ,000 pre/power co m b i n at ion  at the  t ime .  

We had to re-des i gn  the  p re and the  power to 

i n corporate the  i m p rovem e nts we'd made in  the  

Precis .  The d i ffe renti a l vo l u m e  control  m a kes a 

b i g  d i ffe rence i n  terms of s ize of so u n d stage .  

That  contro l  i s  now i n  the Preface P l u s . 

The  a m p l i f i e r  sta g e  fro m the  Precis a n d  the  

Co u p let  a re ve ry s i m i l a r. The Cou p l et MOSFET 

d river sta g e  is a l itt l e  m o re co m p l ex, as the  

output  d evices a re l a rge r  a n d  req u i re m o re d rive 

cu rre nt, but  a p a rt fro m that they [the a m p l i f ie r  

sect ions ]  a re i d e ntica l .  The Precis had a l m ost 

beco m e  the  p rototy p i n g  g ro u n d  fo r the  Co u p l et 

a n d  Preface P l u s  u n its. 

The vo l u m e  i n crements at the u pper end of 

the Precis'  output a re extremely  f ine  - 0.1 d B  

i n  fact Why have you des igned it  l i ke th is?  

I t  fo l l ows what  we 've done i n  the  Preface 

p rea m p .  We or ig i n a l ly p i cked i t  beca use i t  was 

fo l l owi n g  on fro m what M a rk Levi nson  had d o n e  

i n  the  No32  p rea mp .  

We wanted to g ive a bso l ute re peata b i l i ty w i th  

reg a rd s  to the  vo l u me . The  vo l u m e  control  on  

the  remote h a ndset does act u a l l y  vecto r - the  

longer  you l e ave you r  f i nge r  on  t h e  b u tton the  

faste r i t  ope rates. 

Why Class D a m p l if icat ion? 

Pe rfo rm a n ce reaso n s !  Tra d it i o n a l l y, C l ass D 

te n d s  to get used fo r reasons  of s ize o r  

effi c i ency. But  w e  fo u n d  t h a t  perfo rmance-wise,  

we had the  expert ise a s  reg a rds  switch i n g  the 

M O S F ETs and we knew how to avo i d  the  p i tfa l l s  

with t h i s  tech no l ogy. 

With C lass AB,  t h e  book's pretty m u c h  been 

writte n ;  w h ateve r you do ,  yo u ' re re i nvent i n g  the  

whee l .  As soon as you  get r id of t h e  n o n l i n e a ri ty 

you get w ith  C l ass AB w h e re the  crossove r is ,  

you s u d d e n l y  f ind that  yo u ' re g etti n g  th is  l i q u i d ,  

a l m ost va lve- l i ke m i d  a n d  top, com b i n ed with 

so l i d -state p u nch to the  bass.  
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CJ degree of g r i p  on  the d rive u n its. The speed 

and tact i l ity of bass com i n g  out of the Precis is 

extreme ly mus i ca l ,  too. Bass notes have a 

shape a nd  depth to them wh ich is ra re a nd  

t h i s  a m p  makes a very good  case fo r i ts ta ke 

on th i s  end of the spectru m.  

It 's the speed e lement that g ives th i s  amp its 

l e an  q u a l i ty; the e l i m i nat ion  of overhang  i n  

the bass means  that notes stop a s  qu ick ly as 

they sta rt. It 's ce rta i n ly very n i m b l e  and there 

a re n u merous refe rences to the textu ra l  

q u a l it ies o f  bass l i nes i n  o u r  l i ste n i n g  notes. I n  

fact, a l l  the vo i ces a n d  i n stru ments p l ayed 

revea led  the i r  cha racte r with ease, from Taj 

Maha l ' s  ka l i m ba (a va r iat ion on the th u m b  

h a rp theme) t o  t h e  c la rity with wh ich  lyr ics 

we re conveyed on  old favou rites such as the 

Pretende rs' eponymous d ebut. 

Used sepa rate ly, both p re and power a m p  

secti ons  o f  t h e  Precis de l iver a n  u pbeat a n d  

v ivac ious sou nd  that i s  s l i g ht ly br ig hter a n d  

l ive l i e r  t h a n  t h e  norm.  However, th i s  br ight 

sou nd i s  de l ivered in  such a c lea n fash ion ,  

there is no  d i scomfort i n  the sou nd  w i th  even 

the most revea l i n g  spea ke rs. 

The p rea m p  sect ion p roved a happy pa rtner  

fo r the Mer id i a n  M31 00 act ive spea kers (with 

i nteg ra l power amps) revi ewed in HFC 280,  

and the ent i re amp worked extreme ly  we l l  w ith 

B&W 802 0s. I t  a l so a l l owed ou r  L iv i ng  Vo i ce 

O BX- R2 spea kers to show off the i r  m i d ra nge  

q u a l it ies to  g reat effect, a l thoug h  t he  sense o f  

dynam ics was  not qu ite as g reat as ca n be  

ach i eved w i t h  that spea ker. 

As with a l l  other  aspects of its sou nd ,  

i m a g i n g  i s  t ig ht ly focused. I t  doesn't a lways 

seem as spac ious a nd  expa ns ive as it cou l d  be, 

but there i s  a l so a sense that the Cha pter's 

ta ke on  imag i n g  m i gh t  be the more rea l i st ic 

and p recise, and that a l te rnatives may add 

some b loom of the i r  own. 

The Precis has its ergonom ic  fo i b les, but it 's an 

engag i n g  and revea l i n g  amp l i f ier with a sense 

of speed that one ra re ly fi nds  with th i s  sort of 

power reserve. I t  cou l d  prove to be a thorn i n  

the s i de  fo r the l i kes o f  Kre l l ' s  KAV-400Xi and  

Chord 's CPM 2 600 i f  it's put u p  aga i nst 

them - and  it certa i n ly deserves to be. H FC 

VERDICT 
SOUND » 93% 
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 - 1 

Jason Kennedy 

0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0  

f] PRO 
Unusual combination of 

>----------1 power and speed delivers a 
lively and involving sound 
without any sharp edges. FEATURES » 86% 

BU I LD » 91 % 
1 1 1 1 1 1 1- 1 

Makes even the quietest amps 
sound noisy by comparison.  

IJ CON 
Remote volume control can be 

f----------1 a little slow and the novelty of 
the confirmation flash wears 
off quite swiftly. May sound 
bright in some set-ups. 

VALUE » 81 % 
••••111• •• 

Precis effectively combines the qualities of Chapter's preamp 
and power amp. It delivers a sound that is tight, nimble and 
dynamic across the midband and unusually articulate in the 
bass, though it's undeniably pricey and ergonomically quirky. 
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Sign of the times 
Tannoy has created a miniature replica of its gigantic 7950s CRF Autograph corner horn 

PRODUCT Ta n noy Autogra ph  M i n i  

TYPE Sta ndmount  loudspeaker 

PRICE f l ,2 5 0  per pa i r  

K EY  FEATU RES S i ze  (WxHxD): 2 1 x34. Sx13cm 
O Weight: 4kg O New two-way l OOmm Dua l  Concentric 
d rive u n it O 1 9 m m  tita n i u m  dome tweeter i n  centre of 
DC d river O Sensitiv ity/ I m peda nce: 88dB/8 ohms (nom)  

CONTACT W 01236 4201 99 @ www.ta nnoy.co m 

T h i s  t i ny l itt l e  spea ker has more to do 

with nosta l g i a  tha n  a ny other  facto r. 

Whether the Ta n n oy Autog ra ph M i n i  

deserves to b e  taken ser ious ly as a rea l  h i -fi 

speaker  is perha ps a moot poi nt, but as a 

homage to past t imes it has g reat charm.  

Across the h i story of h i -fi , a mere ha ndfu l  of 

l a n dma rk p rod ucts have tru ly redefi ned 

performance sta nda rds . One  such was ce rta i n ly 

Ta n n oy's Dua l  Concentr ic l oudspeaker d rive 

u n it, wh ich  c leverly comb i nes bass/m i d  d river 

and ho rn- loaded tweeter on  a s i n g l e  chass is .  

The or i g i n a l  prototype fi rst a ppea red way back 

in 1 947, yet exa mp les conti n ue  to be p rod uced 

Ta n n oy's sto ry actu a l ly bega n in 1 926 ,  l ong  

befo re ' h i-f i '  as we  know it today had even 

been d reamt of. The compa ny rose to 

p rom i nence d u ri n g  the 1 93 0s a nd  1 940s, as 

B rita i n 's l ea d i n g  supp l i e r  of PA ( p ub l i c  a dd ress) 

systems. In 1 93 6, a Western E l ectr ic patent 

p ioneered the use of a speake r's ma i n  cone to 

he l p  load a reverse-th roat horn - loaded tweeter, 

but i t  was Rona l d  Rackham's  b ri l l i a nt 1 947 

Dua l  Concentr ic creati o n  that refi ned the 

concept. Ca refu l l ong i tu d i n a l  spaci ng  of the 

two voice co i l s  a nd the cho ice of crossover 

po int ensu red p recise phase-match i n g  between 

the two d rive rs, g iv ing rema rka b l e  po int-sou rce 

coherence across a w ide  bandwidth .  The 

or ig i n a l  exa mp les, b u i l t in 380mm a n d  

300mm s izes, q u ick ly beca me a n  i n d u stry 

sta nda rd ,  a n d  were w ide ly  adopted by resea rch 

l a bs and reco rd i n g  stud ios a l i ke. 

Although most of those ear ly Dua l  Concentr ic 

d rivers ended u p  mou nted in l a rge, refl ex-ported 

Lockwood enc losures, Ta n noy put its vast 

expe r ience with ho rn - loaded 

i n  much the sa me form (as we l l  as a host �;����::i;miiiill1 of var iat ions)  to th is  d ay. !"! 
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PA equ i pment  to good use and Rackham 

des ig ned two enormous corner-horn enc losures 

- the G R F  a nd  the GRF  Autog ra ph - both 

na med afte r the compa ny's fou nde r  a nd  

p ri n c i pa l  Guy R Fou nta i n .  Both used h i g h ly 

comp lex fo lded p lywood secti ons  to create a 

fo l ded horn operati ng  on the rea r of the m a i n  

d river cone, u s i n g  t h e  corner o f  t h e  room as a n  

extens ion t o  the horn mouth .  Both were ove r a 

metre wide,  but whereas the GRF  stood a mere 

( I )  l l 7cm ta l l ,  the l a rger  Autog ra ph stood a n  

i m posi ng  l SOcm off the deck, g iv i ng  imp roved 

bass extens ion  a nd  a lso a dd i n g  a short front 

ho rn to the bass/m i d  d rive r load i n g .  

La rge  corner horns were not too imp ract ica l 

when space needed to be fou nd  fo r j u st one .  

But the writ i ng  was we l l  a n d  tru ly on  the wa l l  

once stereo h a d  become esta b l i shed ,  with the 

need to doub l e  up such b u l ky spea kers ( and  

fi n d  two free adj acent corners) .  Loudspea kers 

had to become sma l l e r  as stereo h i -fi beca me a 

mass ma rket com mod i ty, a nd  extreme ly l a rge 

mode ls  l i ke the GRF and its Autog ra ph 

va r iat ion beca me ma rg i n a l ised . 

But they never actu a l l y d i sa ppea red .  Demand  

m i g ht have d ried u p  i n  most Western cou ntri es, 

but these c lass ic Ta nnoys had b u i l t such a cu l t  

reputati on  in  major Fa r Eastern territor ies l i ke 

J apan ,  South Korea a n d  Ta iwa n that demand  

for its l a rge, retro-sty led Prest ige mode l s  ha s  

conti nued to  th is day. 

Wh i l e  the two GRF  corner horns themse lves 

a re no longer  in the Ta nnoy cata logue  -

rep l icas a nd  or ig i n a l s  do crop up on the 

i nternet - the cu rrent Westm i n ster Roya l i s  

s im i l a r  to a n  Autogra ph des ig ned for 

freesta n d i n g  rather than  corner p l acement. 

S i n ce those or ig i n a l  380mm a n d  300mm 

d rivers a ppea red nea r l y  60 yea rs ago, Ta nnoy 

has created sma l l e r  a n d  sma l l e r  va r iations  on  

t he  Dua l  Concentr ic theme, to  su i t  the 

cha n g i ng ma rketp lace. With the i n creas i ng  

i m porta nce of m u lt ich anne l  AV, the most 

recent is a t iny l OOmm u n it that was i n it i a l l y  

deve loped fo r the  Arena  sate l l ite spea ke rs. 

Soon afte r th is m i n i  Dua l  Concentr ic d rive 

u n it had been created, someone at Ta n n oy 

ca me up with the i dea of us i ng  a var iat ion i n  a 

sca le  mode l  of the GRF  Autog ra ph (p resu mab ly  

more fo r ma rket i ng  a nd  p romoti o n  reasons 

than a ny expectations of compa ra b ly d ra mat ic 

perfo rmance) .  The resu lt  is a dec ided ly cute 

sub-m i n i atu re spea ker, j ust 3 . 5  l i tres i n  

enc losed vol u me, beaut ifu l ly fi n i shed a n d  a n  

u n usua l  shape - what looks a t  fi rst s i ght  l i ke a 



tr ia n g u l a r  pr ism is actu a l l y hexagona l  i n  

secti on .  The l i nea r  sca l i ng i s  rou g h ly 4: 1 ,  so 

th is  baby has j ust one s ixteenth the fronta l 

a rea a n d  one s ixty-fou rth the vo l ume  of its 

ancesto r. That last factor obvi ous ly pro h i b its 

a ny prospect of b u l ky horn loa d i ng ,  so i n stead 

the tiny enc losu re is l oaded by a reflex port. 

One tr i cky po int  w i l l  be fi n d i n g  a sta nd with a 

top p l ate that physica l l y a nd  aesthetica l l y  

matches the Autog ra ph M i n i 's essent i a l l y 

tri a n g u l a r  footpri nt. 

In a n u m ber  of other  respects, Ta n n oy has 

worked h a rd to p reserve the sp i r it a nd  content 

of the o ri g i n a l .  The d river has a su bsta nti a l  cast 

a l l oy fra me and p u l p  paper cone (though  not 

an a l n ico magnet), a n d  the hexagona l  

enc losu re i s  h andcrafted i n  veneered h i gh  

dens i ty b i rch p ly, w i t h  ha rdwood decorative 

mou l d i ngs  a nd  recessed ,  mag net ica l ly reta i n ed 

oatmea l  g r i l l e .  Other  h i g h-qu a l ity i n g red i ents 

i n c l ude  h i g h-c l ass components i n  the s imp l e  

2 nd/ 1 s t  order crossover netwo rk, s i lver 

i ntern a l  w i r i ng ,  and a 1 9 m m  tita n i u m  dome 

tweeter w i th  a bandw idth of 54kHz. 

SOU N D  QUALITY 
Whateve r those p rom i s i n g  i n g red i ents, th i s  i s  a 

very sma l l  spea ker, both i n  terms of the 

enc losu re vo l ume  and the m a i n  d river's su rface 

a rea .  That does i m pose s i g n if ica nt l i m itat ions 

on  the Autog ra ph M i n i ' s  perfo rmance, 

especi a l ly th roug h  the bass reg i o n .  

P lacement i s  pa rt icu l a r ly tri cky, as the 

i n - room traces i n d i cate that the spea kers ought 

to benefit from some c lose-to-wa l l  bass 

re i n fo rcement, but p l ac i ng  such s l i m  mode ls  

c lose to a wa l l  w i l l  i n evita b ly  i ntroduce 

u nwa nted m i d band  u neven ness. 

At Ta nnoy's suggestion ,  the Autog ra ph M i n i  

was m a i n ly a u d i t ioned on  sta nds we l l  c lear  of 

wa l l s, but th i s  does make the l i g htwe i ght bass 

output, and the consequent l a ck of genu i n e  

we ight  a n d  sca le ,  rather too obvious. 'Tri es 

ha rd ,  but . . . '  sums up the s i tuat ion here, as the 

sou nd  qua l ity is com petent enough ,  with a 

nota b ly  smooth a nd  even m i d band ,  but is not 

pa rti cu l a r ly i nsp i r i ng  overa l l ,  as dyn am i c  

express i on  - wh i c h  often seems t o  b e  l i n ked to 

m a i n  d river d i a p h ra gm  a rea - is weak. 

M i d band  sens it iv ity i s  good, accu rate ly 

ach iev i ng  the cl a i m  fo r 88dB ,  and do i n g  so 

a l ongs i de  a re l ative ly ben i g n  and easy-to-d rive 

i m peda nce that stays a rou nd or a bove s ix 

ohms across most of the band .  The measu red 

fa r-fi e l d  tona l  ba l a nce i s  imp ressive ly we l l  

o rdered th roug h  the m i d  band ,  a l be it becom i n g  

prog ress ively l a i d  back a bove 1 . S kHz. H owever, 

the treb l e  i s  l ess smooth , showi ng  a 

pronounced + 3 d B  ' bump '  at 8 - 1 3 kHz  that 

co i nc ides with the i m pedance m i n i m u m . 

On the posit ive s ide ,  the ove ra l l  sou nd is 

bea ut ifu l ly smooth , essenti a l l y neutra l  and ve ry 

we l l  orde red ,  free from a ny p resence 'hyp i ng '  

a nd  w i t h  a de l i cately l a i d -back cha racter 

th roug h  the vo i ce band .  Speech, fo r exa mp l e , 

sou nds fu nda menta l l y  natura l  a n d  is ve ry easy 

Tannoy Autograph Mini loudspeaker [ Review ] 

"The sound quality is competent enough, 
with a notably smooth and even midband, 
but is not particular ly inspir ing over all." 

on the ea rs. There's ve ry l itt l e  m i d ba n d  

boxi ness here, wh i l e  t h e  s l i g h t  u pper treb l e  

em phas i s  h e l ps to  imp rove i nte l l i g i b i l i ty by 

strengthen i n g  s i b i l a nts a nd  consona nts. 

However, th i s  l itt l e  box d oes get somewhat 

out of its depth when hea rd across a ra nge 

mus i c  styles . I t ' s  h appy enough dea l i ng with 

sma l l  sca l e  materi a l ,  such as fo l k  o r  cha mber  

mus i c, a i d ed a n d  abetted by its su per ior  i mage 

focus. But it sou nds  a l itt l e  l ost when 

p resented with wide-ba nd  o rchestra l or 

pop/rock materi a l ,  where the sma l l  s i ze 

becomes a l together more obv ious ,  a n d  that 

treb l e  emphas i s  on ly se rves to rob the sou nd  of 

a l i tt l e  sweetness and top end coherence. 

The Autog ra ph M i n i  i s  certa i n ly a cost ly 

prospect i f  J u dged p u re l y  o n  a sou nd per 

pou nd  bas is ,  a nd  i f  good sou n d  from a sma l l  

box i s  what you ' re after, there a re other  des i g n s  

t ha t  a re bette r su ited to  t he  job .  Bu t  th i s  

spea ker's very decorat ive a n d  c lever styl i n g  

p rov ides a u n i que  m i x  o f  c lass a nd  nosta l g i a ,  

a nd  the sou nd is thoroug h ly com petent, i f  

u lt i mately l i m ited in  sca l e  by the very compact 

d i mens io ns . If you a re l ook i ng  fo r a prod uct 

h a rk i n g  back to the Go lden  Age of h i -f i ,  but 

without the fri dge- l i ke d i mens ions, s i g n  u p  fo r 

an Autog ra ph aud it ion .  H FC  

Paul Messenger 

VERDICT ] \ '-
SOU ND » 73% D PRO 
I I I I I I t:l I I I Beautifully handcrafted 

replica corner horn might be f-----------1 about nostalgia,  but delivers 
EASE OF DRIVE » 86% a very competent sound with 
I I I I I I I I U I I superior neutrality. 

>-------------\ IJ CON 
BUILD » 91 % 
1 1 I 1 1 1 1 1 1,  I 

The combination of small 
enclosure and small drive unit 

>-------------\ �::i����!����u
t�d� �:��e

i: 
VALU E » 66% 
............ 
Evocative scale model of a Tannoy classic has a beautifully 
handcrafted enclosure. Sound quality is competent with 
superior neutrality, but lacks bass weight and scale, while 
upper treble is a little strong. 

Hl•fl 1 ' '  '"");• \, >> """ .r\;,.•l '  :_-1_ · 1·r .� r �.:� �'--. .;t �:�"·_'_;f-.�"i-
OVERALL SCORE I! �"� " � ; 
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"It produces significant differ ences in the 
r ecor dings it plays with ease and never 
seems to be under any dur ess." 

except ion - the buttons a re l ove ly to use and  

the  so l i d  fascia i s  very reassu ri ng .  The  remote 

contro l  i s  a bit l ess exoti c  a n d  a l so operates the 

match i n g  AX-7e  i nteg rated amp l if ier. Th is may 

be why the handset has no d i rect track access 

nu mera l s , but the lack of th i s  fac i l ity is a 

shortcom i n g ,  especi a l ly when you on ly  wa nt to 

p l ay track 1 5 1  There is a l so no eject button on 

the remote, wh ich  i s  a m i nor  n i gg l e  but 

someth i n g  many of us inveterate couch 

potatoes app reci ate. 

The back pane l  has a strong  US fee l ,  with 

both ba l a nced and s i ng le -ended a n a l ogue  

outputs a l ongs ide  a d i g ita l output i n  ba l a nced 

AES/EBU  flavou r  on ly. An ada pto r cou l d  be 

used to turn this i nto an RCA phono output, if 

you r  d i g ita l amp l i fi e r  or p rocessor doesn 't have 

a match i n g  XLR i n p ut, but th is isn 't an i dea l  

so luti on .  Two sma l l  but attractive ly  fo rmed 

switches ca n be used to tu rn off the d i g ita l  

output and sel ect a n  a lternative d i g ita l f i l ter 

sett i ng  respective ly. Th is l atte r offe rs what Ayre 

descr ibes as " g reater accu racy in the ti me 

precise frequency reso l u t ion "  when i n  the 

'Measu re' posit ion .  Unsu rpr i s i n g ly, the 

company recommends  l i ste n i n g  i n  the ' L i sten '  

pos i t ion ,  b u t  accepts t ha t  the a l ternative m i g ht 

be bette r i n  some s ituat ions .  

I ns i de  the p layer, you see some of the co re 

Cha r les H a nsen/Ayre p h i l osoph ies at work, 

nota b ly fu l l y  ba l a nced operat ion throughout i n  

orde r  t o  e l i m i n ate as  much no i se as poss i b le ,  

and the a bsence of feed back i n  the a n a logue  

c i rcu itry. Ayre be l i eves that feed back loops 

i ntroduce t im i n g  errors, someth i n g  it i s  very 

keen to avo id .  

SOU N D  QUALITY 
With the ba l a nced output d e l iveri ng  twice the 

vo ltage of the s i ng le -ended .  it i s  perh aps 

u n s u rp ris i n g  that the d i str i butor encou raged us 

to use the beefie r  output. Sym metry even 

supp l ied a l ength of Stereovox BAL-600 

ba l a nced i ntercon nect fo r the pu rpose. Th is 

sou nded very good ,  but when we d iscovered 

the £950 pr ice tag ,  we went back to the Livi ng  

Ayre CX·7e CD player [ Review ] 

sa n ity's sa ke. Th is  change d i d  l itt l e  to d ampen  

the CX-7e's reso lve a n d  b rought  forth a we l l  

contrasted ,  tra nsparent a nd  revea l i n g  sound  

from pretty we l l  everyth i n g  p l ayed .  I t  revea led 

the s l i g htly h a rd edge to the G i l l i a n  We lch 

record i n g ,  a long with the fi ne  d i ffe rences 

between h a rmon ised voi ces. S i m i l a r ly, 

Made l e i ne  Peyroux's band  sou nds taut a nd  

rhyth m i ca l ly so l i d ,  even sp rite ly, i n  t h e  Ayre's 

compa ny, with love ly doub l e  bass p l u ckage 

and voca ls  that a re as du sty as eve r. 

The CX-7e  is a h i g h ly neutra l  p l aye r. I t  

prod uces s i g n if ica nt d i ffe rences in the 

reco rd i ngs it p l ays with ease and never seems 

to be under a ny d u ress. Th i s  'g race unde r  fi re' 

is appa rent when you p l ay l ess spectacu l a r  

record i ng s  of g reat mus i c  at t h e  sort o f  vo l u m e  

they wa rra nt. 

It ca n seem pol ite through  the m i d band ,  

though ,  a nd  a few p l ayers l i ke Townshend 's TA 

565  CD de l iver g reater tra nsparency, but that' l l  

cost you a nother  £800 and  ca n't compete on  

the bu i l d  front. I t ' s  a l so n i ce to  be ab l e  to  p l ay 

l oud  without a ny sense of d i stortion  i n  the 

sound  - even Zappa's cru n ked u p  Punky's Whips 

ca me across i n  s u rp ri s i ng ly  smooth fash ion .  

Swapp i n g  back  to  ba l a n ced operat ion w i th  a 

pa i r  of va n den  H u i  O rch i d  i nte rcon nect ca b l es 

d i d  b i g  favou rs fo r the bass, wh ich  took on a 

so l i d i ty a nd  wei g ht that eve n the very best 

i l ayers wou l d  have troub l e  equ a l l i n g .  Beck's 

Jevi/'s Haircut beca me a rea l  monste r of a 

rack r ight across the a ud i o  ba nd i n  its ca pab le  

1 a nds. The CX-7e a l so d i d  a n  exce l lent job 

vith the more refi ned El Corazon by Don 

:he rry a nd  Ed B l ackwe l l .  He re, th i s  exce l l ent  

:CM record i n g  de l ivered su perb depth of tone 

1 n d  i mage from the p i a no ,  tru m pet and d ru ms. 

n fact, there was so much bass reso l ut ion that 

t ca l l s  i nto question  what mus i ca l  ga in c:::I 
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[ Review ] Ayre CX· 7 e CD player 

We spoke to Charles Hansen, 

Ayre's founder and designer, 

about the CX- 7e CD player and 

the Evolution upgrades, used 

across the board for Ayre's disc 

players and amplifier products 

HFC C a n  you tel l  us more specific deta i l s  a bout 

the Evo l ution power supp ly  u pgrade? 

CH The ' Evo l ut ion '  u p g ra d e  was i ntrod uced in the 

Fa l l  of 2004 and it has  been a p p l ied to a l l  Ayre 

p roducts. It cons i sted of what  we ca l l  'Dyn a m i c  

Power', p l u s  s a m e  oth e r  u p g ra d es t h a t  were 

specif ic to p a rt icu l a r  p rod ucts. 

'Dyn a m i c  Power' i s  o u r  term for a com b i nat ion  

of prop ri eta ry tech no log ies used on  the  AC s i de  

of the  power s u p p ly. They p rov ide  a d d it ion a l  RF I  

f i lter i n g  of the AC m a i n s  fo r  a ' b l acker' 

background ,  i n creased peak cu rrent  d e l ivery for 

g reater dyn a m ic contrast a n d  fi l teri n g  of rect if ier  

switch i n g  no i se .  

Desp i te  u s i ng  the  fastest, q u i etest rect if iers 

ava i l a b le ,  there is a res i d u a l  l eve l  of no ise  

gene rated when  the rect if iers turn on  and off. 

Remov ing  th i s  no i se y ie lds  i m p roved reso lut ion  

a n d  a more d i mens iona l ,  rea l istic p resentation .  

H ow h a s  the d ig i ta l  fi lteri ng  cha nged s i n ce the  

ori g i n a l  CX-7? 

We o ri g i n a l l y  used a B u rr- B rown D F 1 704 to 

perfo rm the ' u psa m p l i ng' .  The new d i g i ta l f i l ter  is 

i m p l e mented i n stead in a Xi l i nx p rogra m ma b l e  

gate a rray. 

Th i s  a l l ows us to d eve l o p  o u r  own 

custom-des igned d i g ita l  f i l ters with a ny des i red  

coeffic ie nts. The new d i g ita l  f i l ter  offers a 

n ot ice a b l e  i m p rovement  i n  reso l ut ion  a n d  

tra n sparency o f  t h e  d i g i ta l s i g n a l .  

W h y  do y o u  upsamp le  a nd t h e n  oversa mple? 

I n  the  CX-7 e  (as  we l l  as the  C-Sxe), we 

oversa m p l e  to 3 2 x  ( l .41 1 2  M Hz) to a l low for a n  

extreme ly  s i m p l e  a n a logue  fi l te r. Th is  is 

acco m p l i shed in two sep a rate c h i ps, the fi rst 

perfo rm i n g  at 4x ( 1 76.4 kHz )  a n d  the seco n d  

perform i n g  at Bx for a tota l  of 3 2 x  ( l .41 1 2  M Hz).  

The fact that this oversa m p l i n g  i s  performed in 

two sepa rate operati ons  means n oth i ng ,  as it i s  

routi n e  to m a ke a f i l ter  as  a cascad e  of 2 x  

sections .  F o r  exa m ple ,  t h e  Bx f i l ter is a casca d e  o f  

th re e  2x sect ions .  

The  honest a nswer as to why we ca l l  i t  

' u psa m p l i ng '  is  that for a few yea rs, a C D  p l ayer 

that d i d n't u psamp le  was u nsa l eab l e .  The fuss 

created by d CS's ' u psa m p l i n g '  was qu ite 

over-the-top, and peo p l e  ( i ncorrect ly)  assumed 

the i r existi ng  CDs wo u l d  ach i eve ( n e a r) 

h i g h - reso l ut ion ca p a b i l ity. The truth ,  of cou rse, i s  

that ' upsa m p l i ng '  i s  a ma rketi n g  term a n d  n ot a 

tech n i ca l  term. From a techn ica l  sta n d po i nt, there 

is a bsol utely no d i fference betwee n  ' upsa m p l i ng '  

a n d  'oversa m p l i ng ' .  

[Th is has  been very effectively exp l a i ned  by J eff 

Ka lt, on h i s  website: www. reso l uti o n a u d i o.com .  As 

Ka lt  says, "any c l a im  that ' h i dden '  i nformat ion ca n 

be resto red by a mag ica l  u psa m p l i n g  p rocess 

shou l d  be met with a hea lthy d ose of skept ic ism."]  
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Cl g reater tra nspa rency m i g ht ach i eve. But not 

a l l  reco rd i n g s  a re i n  th i s  l eague  a n d  you ca n 

never have too much tra nspa rency - so l ong  as 

it i s  we l l  b a l a n ced . 

The p l ayer's m i l d  shortcom i ngs  a re very 

much par fo r the cou rse at th i s  price po i nt. It 

cou l d  have more sca le  and vivacity and there's 

a s l i g ht shortfa l l  in terms of d i ffe rent iat i ng  the 

va r ious e l ements with i n  a m ix, but these a re a l l  

aspects o f  the sou nd  that the p l ayer covers 

we l l  when taken  on its own terms. It a l so 

comes su rpr is i ng l y  close to a favou rite, a l be i t  

s l i g ht ly dea rer, refe rence - the Reso l ut ion 

Aud io  Opus  2 1  - with the two havi n g  s i m i l a r  

m i cro-dyna m i c  cha racter i st ics a nd  bass we i g ht, 

but the Ayre loses out to the Opus  2 1  's r icher 

sou nd with c lea re r  low- level reso lut ion .  The 

s i m i l a rity, it turns out, i s  due to Reso l ut ion 's 

J eff Ka l t  be i n g  i nvolved with the d i g ita l s i de  of 

the Ayre's des i g n .  

T he  CX-7e i s  a n  extreme ly  we l l -ba l a nced a nd  

bea ut ifu l ly b u i l t  mach i ne .  I t  has a n  ca l m n ess 

a n d  assu ra n ce a bout its de l ive ry that l ets the 

q u a l i t ies of a l l  mus i ca l  types s h i n e  th rough .  I t  

copes w i th  dense m ixes as we l l  as i t  does so lo  

works, tha n ks to  a degree of neutra l ity that  i s  

sti l l  ra re at th i s  pr ice po i nt. I n  case that makes 

you th i n k  of Switzer l a nd ,  it's i m portant to 

po int  out that th i s  p l aye r is no d u l l er  tha n  the 

d i sc you p l ay on  it, and it 's j u st as excit i ng  as 

the d i scs you p l ay, too. No  more no l ess. And ,  

wh i l e  i t ' s  fu nda menta l l y  neutra l ,  it a l so has 

strengths that sta nd  out :  nota b ly  tu nefu l n ess, 

especi a l ly at l ow frequenc ies - bass l i nes a re 

a rtfu l ly de l ive red , wh i ch m a kes fo l l owi ng  the 

rhythm effortless. I t  a l so has e l u s ive ly low 

no i se, p rod uc i ng  backg rounds  of tru ly  i n ky 

b l a ckness fo r a decay i ng  note to d i sa ppea r 

i nto. So, th i s  is neutra l  - as i n  revea l i n g  a nd  

enterta i n i ng ,  not g rey a n d  b l a nd .  A t  l ast, 

neutra l ity to get excited a bout I H FC 

Jason Kennedy 

AX-7e 
The natural partner for the Ayre CX-7 e  i s  the 

£ 1 ,995 AX-7e i ntegrated amp l ifie r, a 60-watt 

desig n  that dou bles output i nto fou r  o h ms a n d  

incorporates Ayre's trademark zero-feedback, fu l ly  

ba lanced d iscrete c i rcuitry. It shares a remote 

with the CD player, but none of its i nput  names 

mention CD or  any of the l i ke ly sou rce 

compo n ents. I nstead ,  cosm ic  symbols a re used to 

d i fferentiate your shooti n g  sta r tuner from your  

crescent moon phono stage. Featu res i nc lude a 

p rocessor throughput mode for use i n surround  

systems and  both ba l anced a n d  s ing le-ended 

i n put sockets. A custom-desig ned vol ume  control 

uses p recision meta l  film resistors with level 

numerica l ly  d isplayed . We w i l l  be reviewing the 

AX-7e in the issue after next. 
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VERDICT 
SOU N D » 92% [] PRO 

Very nice casework combined 

>------------< :���h���:���;J that 
FEATU RES » 79% times well and plays i n  

assured fashion. 

>------------< a CON 
BUILD » 92% 
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 • 1 

Notably stronger via its 
balanced outputs. No direct 
track access and no RCA r-----------< phono digital output. Possibly 

VALUE >> 86°/o in need of more transparency, ......... .. compared to the very best. 

At its previous price and spec, the CX-7 was a fin e  player. Now, 
the timing has improved and the bass has been bolstered. If 
you want a clean sounding, revealing and entertaining player 
with great build, the CX-7 has evolved into a strong contender. 

HHI )) OVERALL SCORE 



Listen C arefully 
Ca l m  a n d  i nte l l igent eq u i p m e n t  d e m o n strations for lovers of a l l  ty pes of m u sic 

Well, hel lo - and welcome to my 
world 

I represent a handfu l  of s u p p l iers i n  my 
de l i berately sma l l  spec i a l i st showroom i n  North 
London.  Th ro u g h  cho ice I have no staff - a n d  I 
probably n ever w i l l .  

Th is means that t h e  u lt imate s ize o f  my t w i n  
bus i nesses ( I  o w n  s imply-STAX) is l i m ited b y  t h e  
care I can offer my customers. If  there's a d a n g e r  
t h a t  I 'm sprea d i n g  myself t o o  t h i n ,  then I ' l l  p u t  
the b r a k e  on expa ns ion.  I may even contract back 
u nt i l  it becomes relaxed again .  F ine.  I 'm ha ppy 
with that poss i b i l ity. 

Every as pect of the demonstration & i n sta l l at ion is 
taken care of by me. I am inescapably accou nta ble  
for your total  satisfaction.  I wou ld n't have it any 
other  way - a n d  ne ither  wo u l d  my cu stomers 

I represent the fol lowi ng: 

• Ayre - a m p l ification a n d  d i g ital  sou rce 
• Brinkmann - vinyl  replay system 
• Cassiel - power cords 
• Esoteric - d i g ital  sou rce 
• Grand Prix - i solat ion 
• LAT - XLR i ntercon nect & power d i str ibut ion 
• Mark Levi nson - a m p l ification & d i g ita l 

sou rce. 
• Lyra - a n a logue.  
• Stereovox - i nterco n n ects 
• Sumiko - a n a l o g u e  
• Thiel - loudspeakers 

I don't have ...  

Anyth i n g  to do with p lasmas, home ci nemas, 
cab le  band its, dynam ics-c r u s h i n g  m a i n s  fi lters or 
a nyth i n g  e lse I'm not passio nate a bout. 

At heart ...  

I 'm a systems m a n .  This  means that whi le  I 'm 
happy to suggest a n d  demonstrate var ious items 
that s h o u l d  and proba bly wil l  m a ke an i m mediate 
a n d  worthwhi le  i m p rovement in yo u r  c u rrent 
set-u p, my specia l isation is gett ing compone nts 
to work together - as a properly integrated system. 
The benefits a re c lear. 

Putting an end to costly and 
desperate upgrades 

I t 's true that going the system route is  a b igger  
i n it ia l  i nvestment i n  the short-term, but you save 
overa l l  in the long-term by avoi d i n g  unnecessary 
u p g rades.  

Trade-ins? 

I ' m  happy to d i scuss th is .  

System 1 
Ayre CX-7e CD & AX-7e i ntegrated. Thiel C S 1  .6 
loud spea kers. LAT power d i str ibut ion,  XLR 
con necti ons & speaker  leads .  Cassiel CAS4 power 

cords. This is  by fa r the most m u s i c a l l y  satisfy ing 
system I 've heard u p  to £ 1 Ok  - yet it costs far 
less.  Add the B r i n k m a n n  Oasis a n d  you have a 
m a g n ificent vinyl  replay fac i l ity too. 

System 2 

Ayre C-5xe d i g ital  m u lt i-format. The Ayre K­
l xe prea m p  & V-Sxe power a m p. The Thiel 
CS2.4 loudspeakers. LAT power d i str ibut ion,  
XLR connections & spea ker leads.  Cassiel  CAS4 
power cords. And as an option,  the incomparable 
Bri n k m a n n  VRS 

It 's very h a rd to get m o re m u s i c a l l y  satisfy ing 
t h a n  th is .  H a rd ,  but not i m possible - at a price. 
That's system 3 .  

System 3 
No words of m i n e  can do t h i s  ju stice. J u st come 
and l i sten. Then yo u' l l  u n d e rsta nd.  

Substitutions 

Depe n d i n g  on taste a n d  b u d g et, Esoteric d i g ital  
can be su bstituted for Ayre. Mark Levinson d i g ital  
& a m p l ification can be su bstit uted for either Ayre 
or Esoteric.  

THE B R I N KMAN N VRS (Vinyl replay syste m) 

yo u' l l  benefit from my yea rs of experience and 
you wi l l  receive my undivided attention. 

Home demonstrations 

I offer t h e s e  i n  Lo ndon (with i n  the M25) ,  Kent, 
Essex, Cambr idgesh i re, Hertfo rd s h i re, a n d  
Bedfords h i re too. 

H u m a n  contact ... 

If you fee l  you'd l i ke a bit of h u m a n  i nteraction, 
then feel free to pick u p  the phone right now. 
You can get me, if I'm not in a demonstration or 
i nsta l l at ion by phoning me on 0208 447 8485. 
I'm h a p py to d i scuss  anyth i n g  re a u d i o  with you. 
I m i g ht not have the a n swer, but I assure you that 
yo u r  o p i n i o n  - even if I don't ag ree with it - is 
i m portant to me. Rea l ly! 

But what about the music? 

No problem. U nt i l  May 30th - if you buy a ny new 
equ ipment from me you g et a u n iq u e  person a l  ID 
n u m ber that g ives you 20% (yes, twenty percent) 
off all  new record i n g s  from Vivante mail order. 

http://www.viva nte.co.u kl 

Qu ite s imply  the most m u s i c a l l y  satisfy ing vinyl  system I have ever heard a nywhere at any price. 

Probably  beca use I have the world's fi rst B r i n k m a n n  1 0.5  tone arm which is  both e lectrica l l y  ba la nced 
and with XLR outputs.  The red u ction i n  backgro u n d  noise and i n c rease in  dynamics over the sta n d a rd 
1 0 .5 is mouth-water ing.  Of cou rse, bea r ing in m i n d  that few prea mps have XLR-eq u i p ped phono stag es, 
yo u' l l  need a state-of-the-art phono stage. That's the Ayre P-5xe. I n cide nta l ly, the 1 0 .5 is i n  effect a 
Breuer 8 Dyn a m i c, but 1 0 .5'' in length.  Natura l ly, it sits on the m a g n ificent LaG ra n g e  tu rnta ble.  

For L isten Ca refu l l y, M r. B r i n k m a n n  perso n a l l y  sets u p  the 1 0.5,  h i s  EMT Tita n i u m  cartr idge a n d  LaG range 
a n d  fine tunes it t h ro u g h  h i s  Lumen Wh ite loudspea kers. The arm with the cartr idge is packed i n  one 
heavy d uty wooden case w h i l e  the base and pl atter sit i n  a n other. It a r r ives i n  the U.K.  perso n a l l y  tuned 
by the master. You're up a n d  r u n n i n g  i n  7 m i n utes. Noth i n g  is left to cha nce. Litera l l y  not h i n g .  

T h e  p r i c e  is  not for the s q u e e m i s h  - but it p u t s  a n  end t o  u pg rad i n g  yo u r  fo nt end - a n d  it sou n d s  
consistently wonderfu l,  day after day, yea r after yea r. No g u rus  req u i red. 

There a re no inte l l igent s u bstitutions here for 
B r i n k m a n n  nor Th ie l .  Cu rrently they sta nd head 
a n d  s h o u l d ers above anything else i n  their  pr ice 
b a n d !  

Demonstrations i n  London 

Yo u' l l  be s u rprised I t h i n k  b y  the relaxed 
atmos phere here. It 's a m a rked contrast to 
tra d it iona l  demo nstrat ions in convent iona l  ( d u l l , 
u n i ma g i n ative, sa les- h u n g ry?) dea l ers. 

That's beca use I offer j ust o n e  demonstration 
s lot i n  the morn i n g, one in the afternoon and 
occa s iona l ly  one i n  the eve n i n g .  No fuss, no h u rry, 
no i nterru ption s, no other v is itors, no park ing 
wardens - a n d  no coerc ion.  

I 've been known to conduct  a demonstration on a 
S u nday too! Spend t ime with me a n d  I g u a ra ntee 

The UK Mark Levinson owners club: 

I t 's free t o  j o i n  - i f  y o u  a re a M a r k  Levinson owner. 
Terrific, releva nt a n d  i nteresti ng benefits. To m u c h  
t o  l i st here. Just phone 0 2 0 8  4 4 7  8485.  

An unsol icited customer comment: 

"The system I heard, Brinkmann LaGrange + their 
arm, EMT, Ayre amps, all balanced with approp 
cables into Lumen White Silver Flame speakers 
was (this is painful}, head and shoulders above my 
Roksan/Naim/Sonus system at around similar or 
less cost. I'm giving serious though t to having a total 
clear out and buying that very system lock stock." 

I nterested? F ine.  I offer you a c a l m  a n d  inte l l igent 
demonstration of m a g n ificent audio e q u i pment 
for of al l  types of m u s ic.  Prepare to be a m azed. 

www.listenc arefully. c o .  ul'-
02 0 844 7 8485 





Cambridge Audio Azor 8401 integrated amplifier [ Review ] 

mou nted on the rea r pa ne l ,  fu l l  d u a l -mono 

construct ion  sta rt i n g  w i th  sepa rate ma i n s  

tra nsformer w i n d i ngs, a nd  a host o f  a n ci l l a ry 

a nd  protect ion  c i rcu itry bu i l t  i n ,  the who le  

assem b ly  is imp ressive. 

G iven Cam br idge's c l a ims  for the tech n i ca l 

perfo rmance of Cl ass XD operat ion ,  we had to 

ru n some l a b  tests a n d  i n d eed th i s  is a very 

we l l -behaved amp l i fi e r. D i sto rt ion i sn 't tru ly 

e l i m i n ated as c l a i med ,  but we cou l d n't fi n d  

a ny test resu lts among  amp l i f ie rs we've looked 

at recent ly that a re as good.  Ca n the extra few 

d i stort ion-free d B  m a ke the cruc i a l  d i fference? 

SOU N D  QUALITY 
The 840A has to face the h i g h  sta nda rd set by 

its l i tt l e  brother, the 640A v2 (see HFC 279) ,  

wh ich at £300 is a very c lassy 'budget' amp. But 

the 640A does lack a l i tt l e  a uthority compared 

to the best mode ls a l itt l e  h ig her  u p  the p ri ce 

ra nge,  a nd  we were keen to see if that attri bute 

cou l d  be found  i n  abunda nce i n  the 840A. 

As l i ste n i n g  wore on, we tended i ncreas i ng l y  

to  the v iew tha t  it does i n d eed offe r a 

cons ide rab l e  degree of autho rity, h a n d l i n g  a 

va ri ety of l oudspea kers with what ca n fa i r ly  be 

descri bed as a n  i ro n  gr ip .  It puts out the powe r 

with i nva ri a b ly  fi ne ly j u dged control a n d  

d i screti on .  Above a l l ,  i t  see ms pretty much 

comp lete ly  u nfl a ppab le .  

Any amp l i f ier  w i th  a few watts on  hand  w i l l  

p l ay l o u d .  Rea l l y  good a m ps - a n d  we  i n c l ude  

the 840A i n  that  g roup  - w i l l  p l ay l oud  a nd  

subt le .  It often ha ppens that loud sou nds a re 

comb i ned with a va ri ety of q u i eter ones i n  the 

backg round ,  wh i ch neverthe l ess contri bute 

s i gn if icant ly to the who le .  The a b i l ity to resolve 

those backg round  sou nds is someth i n g  one 

ca nnot ta ke fo r g ra nted i n  aud io  k i t ,  but th i s  

amp seems to have no troub l e  do ing j ust that. 

"Any amplifier will play loud. Really good 
amps - and we include the 8401 in that 
group - will play loud and subtle." 

Th i s  a b i l i ty was  most ma rked i n  one o f  ou r  

orchestra test tracks, where a comb i nat ion of 

l oud  brass a nd  percuss ion i nstru ments a l l  too 

often essenti a l ly ob l iterates the woodwi nd .  I n  

th is case, by contrast, not on l y  cou l d  the 

woodw ind  be hea rd but it was sti l l  poss i b l e  to 

locate oboes a nd  fl utes sepa rate ly. Even better, 

we'd swear  the cym ba l s  sou nded l ess h a rsh 

than  we're used to .  The re's no  sweeten i ng 

go i ng  on ,  the sou nd seems a mazi ng ly  c lea n .  

Bass i s  very h a rd to fa u l t  by a ny sta n d a rds, 

wh i l e  t reb l e  i s  extended and open .  Once o r  

twi ce we thought we ca ught  a h i nt of m i d ra nge 

co lo rat ion on  voices ( both ma l e  and  fema le )  but  

it's ha rd to  be su re. I f  there i s  a wea kness to the  

840A, it's i n  the rhythm a n d  ti m i n g  department. 

This doesn't qu ite have the 'snap '  of some amps, 

but we're i n c l i ned to suggest that th i s  i s  a rea l  

e i ther/or  dec is ion made on taste g rou nds :  you 

ca n have su perb c la r ity o r  sna ppy (perhaps 

s l i g htly enha nced ) ti m i ng ,  but not both. 

'- -�l 
The 840A's des igner, Doug Se lf, has done more perhaps than  a nyon e  to i nvest igate a n d  document the 

performa nce l i m its of C lass A, Class B a n d  Class AB amp l if ier outputs. With Cl ass XO ( short for 'Crossover 

D isp lacement') , Self has come up with a cu n n i ng way of ensur i ng  Class A- l i ke performance with Class AB 

effi c iency. The idea has su re ly  crossed every des igner's m i n d  - keep sta n d i ng cu rrent  low, but prevent e ither 

output tra ns istor tu rn i n g  off a n d  ca us ing  crossover d i stort ion . C lass XO ach ieves essenti a l ly th is a n d  more. It 

i s  s imp l e  but clever a n d, as fa r as we ca n fi n d  out, tru ly nove l .  I ndeed , d i stort ion is a bout  half that of the best 

C lass AB a m ps we've seen .  The 840A is an exce l l ent  i ntrod uct ion to a g e n u i ne ly  i n n ovative a m p  desi g n .  

We're very imp ressed w i th  th is  amp. I t  hand les 

s imp l e  and comp lex music with eq ua l  ap l omb, 

l oud  a nd  soft dynam i cs with equa n i m ity. It i s  

revea l i ng ,  com m u n i cat ive and mus i ca l ly 

i nvo lv i ng .  I t's not beyo nd a l i tt l e  twea k i ng  -

we'd l ove a vers ion  with qu ieter re l ays, a better 

d amped casework and a more so l i d  vo l ume  

contro l .  B u t  fo r t h e  pr ice, its performa nce ma kes 

it a c lass ic h i g h-end barga i n .  HFC 

Richard Black 

VERDICT 
SOU ND » 90% D PRO 
I I I I I I I I Gii I With plenty of power o n  hand,  

>------------< this amp produces sound 
that's clear, open, inviting 
and generally very realistic 
from almost any Loudspeaker, 
i n  any kind of m usic. 

FEATU RES » 90% 
I I I I I I I I 1-4 I 

BUILD >> 85% 
I I I I I I I !'"DI I 

� CON 
Relay-switching noises from 

>-----------! within, and the volume knob's 
a little wobbly. Sonically, 
timing may be a little too laid 
back for some tastes. 

VALUE >> 93% 
••••••••111·• 

A very fine arnplitier that's practical, srnart i 11 novative and 
fully featured; it also sounds better than almost everythinq 
else at the price. If you're looking for a n  amp between !: 500 
and £1,000. rnake sure you have a listen to tt1is. 

Hl·FI )) OVERALL SCORE 
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Pol ished 
Performance 

Chord DAC64 M k9 
Jet Black Fi n ish 

H igh-end Digita l to 
Ana logue Converter 

T he gorgeous, po l ished , jet b lack 

fi n ish i s n 't the on ly  d i fference you ' l l  

notice with our  n e w  ge neration DAC64. 
I t 's  a l so the most significant i m p rovement 

you wi l l  ever m a ke to you r  syste m .  

H e a r  for you rse lf a t  o n e  o f  o u r  

selected reta i lers. 

Please contact us to fi nd  out more a bout 

our h a n d -crafted a u d i o p h i l e  prod ucts 

and deta i l s  of your nearest dealer. 

HORD •  
Chord Electronics Limited 

For more information 
T 01622 721444 

E sales@chordelectronics.co . u k  

W www. chordelectronics.co . u k  



Mordaunt·Shon Avant 906i loudspeaker [ Review ] 

Avant advantage 
Mordaunt-Shorts third version of its compact floorstanding speaker shows maturity, not old age 

PRODUCT Mordau nt-Short Ava nt 906i 

TYPE Floorsta nd i ng  loudspeaker 

PRICE £350 per pa i r  

CONTACT e 0 1 7 53 680868 
,;; www. mord a u ntshort.com 

I wned a nd  operated for a n u m ber  of 

yea rs by The Aud i o  Pa rtners h i p, recent 

Mordau nt-Short des i gns  have shown 

imp ress ive cons istency a l ongs ide  steady 

deve lopment. So ,  the or ig i n a l  900-ser ies 

evo lved fi rst i nto Ava nt 900s and now i nto 

Ava nt 900is .  The confi g u rat ion a nd  sty l i n g  

have rema i ned essent ia l ly t he  same 

th roughout, wh i le  i n g red i e nts have 

undergone  steady refi nement. 

The £3 50 per pa i r  Ava nt 906 i  

i s  a two-a nd -a -ha l f-way des i g n ,  

where t he  lower o f  two 

match i n g  m a i n  d rive rs is used 

j ust to a ug ment the bass 

freq uenc ies, wh i l e  the u pper  one 

cove rs both bass a n d  m i d ra nge.  

Both i ncorporate magnet i c  

sh i e l d i n g  a n d  use  sma l l ,  l OOmm 

d i ameter d ish-sha ped ( rather tha n  

co ne-sha ped) d i a p h rag ms, 

described as CPC (Conti nuous  

Profi l e  Cone )  tech no l ogy. These a re 

fu rther  refi ned by the add i t ion of 

sma l l  ra d i a l  ri bs set j ust i n  from the 

edge, wh i ch wi l l  i m p rove stiffness. 

The tweete r has a mesh-protected 

2 5 m m  meta l dome .  

The c lassy cosmetics have an  

a l u m i n i u m  'sk i n '  coveri ng  the u pper 

sect ion  of the front where the d r ive rs 

a re mou nted, a nd  th i s  matches the 

a l u m i n i u m  a l loy d i a p h ragms  of a l l  

th ree d rive u n its. An e l l i pt ica l  'd ished ' 

secti o n  a rou nd the tweete r carr ies 

echoes of an ea r l i e r  Mord a u nt-Short era, 

and contri butes to d i rect iv ity contro l .  

The d rivers a re actu a l l y mou nted from 

beh i n d  the front pane l ,  i n  orde r to create 

that su per-c lea n look ,  free from v i s i b l e  

mou nt i ng h a rdwa re. An e l ega nt ly 

em bossed name co mp l etes the look. 

U n usua l ly sty l i s h  b i -wi re term i n a l  pa i rs 

a re mou nted low down on the back pa ne l ,  

be low two sepa rate refl ex po rts - p resu mab ly 

one load i n g  each of the CPC d rivers v ia  a 

subd iv ided enclosu re. A b locked off ho le  nea r 

the base a l l ows ba l l a st to be added at the 

user's d i screti on .  

The enc losu re i s  ava i l a b l e  i n  e i the r  b l ack  or 

map l e  wood pr int fi n ish  and mou l ded feet a re 

supp l ied to i m p rove the mechan i ca l  sta b i l ity of 

the s l i m  enc losu re .  F i tt i ng  these feet p roper ly 

p roved q u ite a tr i a l ,  thoug h .  The p i lot ho les 

shou l d  have been more accu rately d r i l l ed ,  the 

screw heads more d u ra b l e  a nd the feet 

des igned so that the screws cou l d  p u l l  them 

f lat aga i nst the base .  

SOU N D  QUALITY 
H avi ng  strugg led to fit the feet, measu rement 

revea led the manu factu re r's cl a i m  fo r 90d B 

sens it iv ity a longs i de  a 4-8 o hm  load was 

confi rmed. The spea kers a l so showed a fi ne 

fa r-fi e l d  to n a l  ba l a nce, p rom i s i n g  

good overa l l  neutra l ity p l us  d ecent 

bass extens ion ,  with the spea ke rs c lear  of wa l l s. 

O r, more specif ica l l y, the speakers showed the i r  

mett le  after a second  pa i r  was  ca l l ed for, the 

fi rst havi ng  shown i n cons i stenc ies between  the 

two spea kers supp l i ed .  Th is  k ind of th ing i s  not 

u ncommon  with ear ly  sa m p les, a n d  shou l d  be 

sorted as the speaker  sett les i nto p rod uct ion .  

The Ava nt 906 i  i s  a very d ecent performer 

overa l l ,  especia l l y  i n  v iew of its ve ry modest 

p ri ce. C lea r ly, a ny constra i nts brought a bout by 

i ts low pr ice po int  have been ca refu l l y  chosen 

and we l l  d isgu ised . 

The enc losu re adds  a touch of wood i n ess i n  

the bass reg ion ,  the m i dband  cou l d  have done  

w i th  a b it more g r i p  a n d  dyn am i c  tens ion ,  t he  

ove ra l l  dyn am i c  ra nge m i g ht have been  w ider, 

a n d  the treb le  sweeter. But these a re m i nor  

cri t ic isms i n  the context of a spea ker  that's ve ry 

we l l  b a l a nced overa l l ,  with the sort 

of top end restra i nt ent i re ly 

app ropr i ate for the eq u i pment the 

spea ker i s  l i ke ly to be pa rtnered 

with. The bass end has imp ressive 

wei g ht, boxi ness is p retty we l l  

contro l l ed and  i m a g i n g  i s  ve ry 

effective, a l be i t  with l i m ited depth .  

Com i ng hot on  the hee ls  of th is 

month's Ultimate Croup Test of more 

exot ic l oudspea kers, the Ava nt 906 i  

d i d  not sou nd  too outclassed .  Its pr ice 

po int  i n evita b ly enta i l s l i m itat ions, yet 

its overa l l  demea nou r  is mus ica l  a nd  

i nvolv i ng ,  a n d  i m p ressively we l l  

ba l a nced for such a modest ly pr iced 

f loo rsta nder. It comforta b ly  merits a 

Best Buy i n  the sub-£500 catego ry. HFC 

Paul Messenger 

Sharply styled speaker with a 
very good overall balance, 

�--------1 fine sensitivity, a sensibly 
restrained top end, impressive 
bass weight, well controlled 
boxiness, and fi ne imaging.  

� CON 
Not the strongest sub-£500 

_______ __, speaker in any one area (but 
cleverly balanced overall). The 
fitting of the outrigger feet 
proved problematic. 
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Marantz SA7001 CD/SACD player [ Review ] 

"It seems the removal of the video stages 
and the extra processing needed to play 
DVD-Audio and DVD-Video pays off." 

redes i g n  the mecha n i sm .  The se rvo a nd 

decoder a re now mou nted on a fou r- l ayer g l a ss 

epoxy boa rd fo r lower no i se l eve ls , wh i l e  the 

des i g n  of the chass is prov ides i m p roved 

sh i e l d i n g  from exte rna l  no i se sou rces. 

The usua l  tr ick-p lay modes a re ava i l a b le ,  a n d  

t h e  p l aye r i n c l udes coaxi a l  a n d  opt ica l d i g i ta l 

outputs (wh i ch a re, of cou rse, ava i l a b l e  from 

CD on ly) .  Both CD a n d  SACD Text a re ava i l a b l e  

a nd  t he  p l ayer ca n be p l u m bed i nto a 

Ma rantz-based system for exte rna l  system 

based remote contro l .  The remote handset 

supp l ied with the p l ayer is fu l ly featu red yet 

attractive a nd  easy to use. A headphone 

output  a nd  associated vo l u m e  contro l  a re a l so 

prov ided on the p l ayer's front pane l .  

SOU N D  QUALITY 
This i s  c lear ly  a ve ry ab l e  performer with CD 

and  a h i g h ly ca pab le  SACD sp i n ner, too. It 

seems the remova l of the video stages and the 

extra p rocess i n g  needed to p l ay DVD-Aud i o  

a nd  DVD-V ideo pays off, as t h i s  i s  seve ra l 

notches a bove the q u a l i ty ava i l a b l e  from most 

u n iversa l  p l ayers, especi a l ly those unde r  E l ,000. 

The SA7001 has that q u i ntessenti a l  Ma ra ntz 

qua l i ty of sou n d i n g  smooth, re l axed a nd  easy 

on the ea r, yet a l so p l eas i ng l y  mus i ca l .  There i s  

noth i n g  edgy or  mechan i ca l  a bout th i s  p layer, 

no matte r what k i nd  of d i sc it is p l ayi ng ,  a n d  

u n l i ke ou r  fi rst revi ew sa mp l e  (wh i ch turned 

out to be fa u l ty) it rema i ned cons istent in  

sou nd at a l l  t imes, a lmost i rrespective of what 

k ind of p rog ramme  mater i a l  it was p lay i ng .  

W i th  CD, we were pa rt icu l a r ly taken  w i th  the  

Ma ra ntz's performa nce w i th  d i ff icu lt materi a l .  

Made l i n e  Peyroux's Careless Lave a l b u m  was 

rewa rd i n g  fo r its u nderstated wa rmth a nd  its 

a b i l ity to conj u re up the l i m p i d  Bess i e  Sm ith 

f lavou red voice. And with a q u ite d i fferent 

mus ica l  gen re, Moza rt's Sinfonia Concertante 

KV3 64 ( H a rnoncou rt/Vie n n a  Ph i l  on DC) ,  the 

Ma ra ntz ma naged to p u l l  the sea ms together 

i nto a fu l l y  bel i eva b le  performance, rhythm i ca l l y 

vita l a n d  a l ive, a nd  with a rea l  sense of body. 

Movi ng  across to SACD, the Ma ran tz was 

made of even ste rner stuff. The sense of ease 

and of body was sti l l  present, but there was 

more textu re, more l i g ht a n d  shade, and it was 

poss i b l e  to hea r more deep ly  i nto the m ix. 

There was sti l l  a h i nt of softness, j u st as there 

often is with re l at ively low cost SACD p l ayers, 

but there was a rea l g a i n  when  switch i n g  from 

the CD to the SACD l ayer of a we l l - eng i neered 

record i ng .  The Bou l ez Mah l e r  Das L ied Von Der 

Erde on OGG is a su i ta b l e  exa mp l e  that was 

used on  test - the sou nd had a l eve l of g r i p  

a nd  pass ion that  was  l ess appa rent w i th  the CD 

layer, a nd  even a g reater sense of stereo depth . 

Such is the qua l ity of SACD when rep l ayed we l l .  

I f  t h e  Ma ra ntz h a s  a shortcom i ng ,  it 's that i t  

is a l i tt l e  l ack i ng  i n  t h e  qua l ity that m i g h t  best 

be d escri bed as 'e lectr ic ity'. It's j u st a l i tt l e  on 

the soh s ide ,  a n d  someti mes fa i l s  to make 

mus i c  as vita l a nd  as excit i ng  as it ca n be. But 

as sub -£500 CD p l ayers go, th i s  one is ve ry 

easy to l ive with, a nd  has the qua l ity of 

work i n g  natu ra l ly with a w ide  ra nge of systems. 

I t  never sou nds g ra i ny, ha rsh or  out of contro l ,  

a n d  i t  won ' t  over-expose the l i m itat ions  of  

i n expens ive a nd  m i d d le - ra n k i n g  systems. 

At the sa me time, it has someth i n g  extra to 

g ive from SACD materi a l ,  by sou nd i n g  more 

deta i l ed and  genera l ly f i rmer i n  textu re. At 

£430, the SA7001 is a very ca pab le  CD pl ayer; 

the fact that it a l so p l ays SACDs, and  to a l evel 

that shows the overa l l  su per iority of the fo rmat, 

is the i c i ng  on a very fi ne ca ke. H FC 

Alvin Cold 

= : 
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. ' ,.:....,, 
VERDICT 
SOUND » 85% 13 PRO 
>> SUB RATINGS 
CD 81% SACD 86% 

Great value for money; easy 
and relaxed sound with body 
and expression from CD, and 
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and even better with SACD.  

D CON 
,__ ______ __, Slight lack of vita lity and 

BUILD » 83% excitement when j udged by 
the highest sta ndards, but 
even this can be excused on 

1----------l the grounds that the player is 
VALUE >> 91 °/o a good match for less exacting 
••••••••r.r • systems you find at the price. 

This low-cost player makes a compelling case for adding stereo 
SACD to an otherwise basic CD player. There appears to be 
nothing in the SACD format that detracts from CD sound. at 
least not in this case - it's a great-value two-channel player. 

HHI . )) 
OVERALL SCORE 
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!:! PRO 
Well equipped to make the 
most of the crowded modern 

------------j FM band, this tuner produces 
clear, detailed sound with 
plenty of g usto. 

------------1 � CON 
Under excellent reception 
conditions (entirely abnormal 
i n  the real world) ,  the sound 

f------------j is still a little congested and  
a lso a touch harsh ,  though 
it's still lively enough. 



Nanotec Nespa #1 
TYPE Optical d i sc fi n a l i se r  

PRICE £399 

CONTACT 2 01785  71 1 2 3 2  
€ )  www.aud ioatmosphere.com 

W ho  on ea rth fi rst thought that 

fi ri ng  a f lash g u n  at a CD at 

po int  b l a n k  ra nge  m i g ht be a 

good th i n g? For that is exactly  what th i s  

l itt l e  b l ack  box d oes. The d isc i s  spun  

rou n d  at h igh  speed wh i l e  a f l ash  tube 

whacks i t  with h i g h  power fl ashes, one  a 

secon d  for a bout two m i n utes. 

At the end of this treatment, the d isc i s  

supposed to be 'fi n a l i sed '. By th i s , Nanotec 

means  that m icroscop i c  vo i d s  between 

po lyca rbonate and a l u m i n i u m  refl ective l ayer 

in the d isc a re i roned out :  a l leged ly, the 

mou l d - re l ease l u br i ca nt in the vo i d s  i s  

eva porated off by  the power of the fl ash .  Th i s  

red uces laser  e rro rs a n d  j i tte r, a ppa rent ly. 

Now, the f lash g u n  is p retty powerfu l - its 

i nsta nta neous power i n put i s  in the k i l owatts, 

so it's q u ite p l a u s i b l e  that i t  cou l d  va porise a 

l i ttl e  l u b rica nt. But  then what h appens to the 

va pou r? We can 't he lp be i n g  sceptica l ,  

especi a l ly when Nanotec fi rst c la ims the 

Pure Evoke 3 
TYPE Tab le-top DAB rad i o  

PRICE £200 

CONTACT a 01923 277488 UD wwwp u re.com 

H a l l e l uja h !  D i g ita l rad i o  sta rts p roper ly 

j u st ifyi n g  i tse l f  r ig ht he re .  Not, we 

hasten to add,  beca use Pu re has done  

a nyth i n g  to  f i x  the l a menta b ly  l ow b it- rates 

wh ich  h amper  a u d i o  q u a l i ty rather 

dep ress i n g ly in  the U K. We' l l  cont i n u e  to 

wh i nge  a bout that, but it's not Pu re's fau lt. 

What the company has done  - a n d  we're 

gen u i ne ly  excited a bout th i s  - is put a l l  the 

featu res in  to m a ke DAB a rea l  must- have for 

the av id rad i o  fa n .  

Apart from t h e  fa ntast ic  m u lt i - l i n e  a n d  

g ra p h i cs d i sp l ay, wh ich shows fa r mo re 

i n format i o n  fa r more n i ce ly tha n the usua l  

ho rr id  scro l l i n g  text, it's mostly a bout memory. 

The rad i o  has both i ntern a l  memory a n d  a s l ot 

for a n  SO memory card. The former a l l ows you 

to rew i n d  a n d  l i sten to someth i n g  you m i ssed 

a few seconds  o r  m i n utes ago, wh i l e  the l a tter 

a l l ows you to record up to e i g ht hou rs of 

broadcast i ng  (depend i n g  on  stat ion b it  rate 

a n d  ca rd capac ity) fo r su bsequent rep l ay. You 

ca n even sta rt record i ng from a few m i n utes 
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p rocess i s  a one-off, 

comp l ete treatment 

and then offers a 

h i g her-power ' Pro' vers i on  that 

s upposed ly sou nds better. I f  it works, 

we're not su re a nyone  rea l ly knows why. 

' I f' . . .  ca l l  us se l f-de l uded ,  but  we thought we 

d i d  d etect a n  effect. We took two bra n d  n ew, 

i d ent ica l  d i scs a n d  'Nespa 'd '  one, then l i stened .  

Honestly, we'd swear  the treated one  was Just 

ever so s l i g ht ly c lea re r, mo re f l u i d  i n  the treb l e  

ago  . . .  how handy  i s  t ha t !  There's a l so a t imer  

for u n attended reco rd i n g .  

We've been  wait i n g  fo r th i s  s i n ce, we l l ,  s i n ce 

Ma rcon i ,  rea l ly. I t's a boon a n d  a b l ess i n g  to 

man k i n d  a n d  the fact that the rad i o  is n i ce ly  

turned out a n d  easy to use i s  we lcome ,  too. 

The i nte rna l  spea kers a ren 't up to much ,  but  

with both l i ne  a n d  d i g ita l  outputs to feed you r  

h i -f i - w h o  ca res? It's porta b le ,  i t  rece ives F M  

too (can 't record it, thou g h )  a n d  ove ra l l ,  we 

a n d  deeper in the imag i n g  

depa rtment. Not n i g h t  a n d  d ay, 

but enough  to p i que  cur ios ity. Then 

aga i n ,  you ca n do  q u ite a l ot with £399 .  HFC 
Richard Black 

VERDICT . ., 

--- - - - - - -- - ----

It does something but th1s Hl·FI 
device is dear and bon kers 
enough to make us 1\onder if ) ) 1t s strictly necessary 

h ave no hes itatio n  in ca l l i n g  it the best DAB 

rad i o, of a ny sty le  or  pr ice, we've seen yet. 

Crack i ng  stuff' HFC 
Richard Black 

VERDICT f� �sin� �he d1g1tal output puts Hl•FI 
sound on a par with any DAB 
tuner but feature wise this is ) ) far m  front of the rest 



Sennheiser CX300 
TYPE Ea r-ca n a l  head phones 

PRICE E40 

CONTACT © 01 494 55 1 55 1  fj� www.sennhe iser.co . uk  

E a r-ca n a l  ' headphones' a re c lear ly a l l  the 

rage. Th is pa rt icu l a r  ta ke on  the b reed , 

from one of the most respected na mes i n  

ca ns, i s  m id -p riced a s  these th i ngs  go a n d  

comes with three d i ffere nt s izes o f  ea r-fitt i ng  

p l ug .  As  w i th  a ny k i nd  of  i n -ear  dev ice, comfort 

is h i g h ly persona l  a nd  some w i l l  never get used 

to it, but they seemed very bea rab l e  to us afte r 

the fi rst coup l e  of m i n utes' accl im atisation .  

Desp ite the 'bass-d riven' cl a i m  on the  

packag i n g ,  wh ich  caused us some trep idat ion ,  

these a re actu a l l y  pretty neutra l .  One  wou l d  

hope that bass i s  pretty strong  a nd  it i s ,  b u t  i t  

never seems overpowe ri ng .  Treb l e  i s  n i ce a nd  

c lea n ,  too. The  ma i n  p rob lem is a s l i g htly 

d i sa ppo i nti ng degree of congest ion in the 

u pper m i d ra nge, wh i ch is d i sti nct ly 

p ronounced with c lass ica l mus i c, a l though  l ess 

most rock a nd  

pop. We've hea rd 

conventi ona l  headphones 

that ca n imp rove on that aspect at a 

s i m i l a r  p rice, though  the CX300 wou ld  

genera l ly w i n  on  ton a l ity. 

There's another d rawback to th is  head phone 

that  bothered us :  a ny k i n d  of ru bb i ng  aga i nst 

the ca b l e  coup l es i nto the head as a l oud ,  

bassy no i se. I t ' s  common  to  a l l  i n -ea r types, but  

fo r some reason seems worse w i th  these than 

w i th  others we've t r i ed  a n d  it's ve ry 

d i sconcerti ng .  On the other  hand ,  a lthoug h  

th is mode l  doesn't cut o u t  as much externa l  

sou nd  as some, it l e a k s  very l itt l e  to  the 

Oehlbach NF214 
TYPE Analogue i nterco n nect 

PRICE E63 (l m pa i r) 

CONTACT © 020 8424 8844 €9 www.bestes-kabe l .de 

I esp ite its bu l ky 9mm d i ameter, th is i s  a 

reasona b ly p ract ica l ca b l e  wh i ch comes 

to you in a cho ice of Bordeaux o r  purp le  

co l ou r. I t  is a l so ava i l a b l e  s i ng l y  fo r su bwoofer  

d uty. U nscrew ing  the phono p l ugs  revea l s  the  

des i g n  to  be coaxi a l ,  w i th  what looks  l i ke the  

foa med po lythene i n s u l at ion used fo r 

rad i o-frequency ca b les. I t's no su rpr ise, then ,  

that th i s  ca b le  has l ow ca pacita nce a nd  as 

such i s  su ita b le  fo r v i ntage equ i pment and  

a l so fo r tu rnta b le-to-preamp duty. 

Oeh l bach makes no speci a l  tech n ica l c l a ims  

for N F2 1 4, but does  ment ion that  it uses very 

fi ne stra n d i n g  of the conductors. Whether  

beca use of that o r  not we'd rather not 

specu l ate, but the sou nd  is very rich i n  the 

u pper bass. I t's ha rd to say whether  th is rea l l y  

qua l if ies as  a tona l ity prob lem (fro m a n  

objective po int  o f  vi ew, i t  obvi ous ly i sn 't 

beca use th i s  ca b le ,  l i ke every other, measu res 

dead flat as fa r as freq uency response is 

concerned) .  It's not exact ly  that the bass is 

over-p ro m i nent, i t  j ust seems to have a n  

u n usua l l y  r ich q u a l ity t o  it, mo re a p i ck i ng  out 

of d eta i l s  i n  that ra nge  th a n  a l i ft in  l eve l .  

There's someth i n g  o f  a ba l a n c i n g  act he re, 

beca use the very lowest bass seemed shy, 

red uc i ng  the i m pact of bass d rum ,  the l owest 

notes on a doub l e  bass a n d  so on .  Treb l e  a n d  

m i d ra nge, however, a re l i tt l e  short of 

exemp l a ry a nd  there's a we l come c la rity to a ny 

k i n d  of mus i c  with very low l eve ls of 'cab l e  

Cables and accessories [ Review ] 

su rro u nd i ngs, mak i n g  it a cons i de rate cho ice 

fo r p rivate l i ste n i n g  i n  p ub l i c. If th i s  is as fa r as 

the budget goes, it 's a good cho ice .  HFC 
Richard Block 

VERDICT ll!IJCY-' . -
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is well extended and  ,J .r ' J.' t l 
perfectly l1stenable l t "-

d ryness' i n  h i g h-frequency sound s. You cou l d  

do a l ot worse tha n  t h i s l  H FC 
Richard Block 
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Monster M350i 
TYPE Analogue I n terconn ect 

PRICE £45 (l m pa i r) 

CONTACT e 0 1 9 2 3  431 634 0J www. monsterca ble.com 

At someth i n g  cons ide ra b ly l ess than  a 

monster pr ice, th i s  modest- l ook i ng  

i n terco n nect seems to  have p l enty to 

offer. In essence, it's a bas ic pseudo-ba l a n ced 

pa i r; ' hot' and g round  conductors a re i dent ica l 

cores with i n  the ca b le ,  wh i l e  the ove ra l l  fo i l  

screen i s  con nected t o  g round  at j ust o n e  end .  

Th is  has advantages ove r coaxi a l  construct ion 

i n  some ( not a l l )  c i rcu msta nces, i n  terms of 

i nterfe rence reject ion .  Th is  constru cti on  makes 

it potent i a l l y  d i rectiona l  a nd  i t  i s  ma rked as 

such ,  thoug h  don 't necessa r i l y  assu me that the 

ma rked d i rect ion wi l l  i nva ri a b ly  be best. 

Unde r  the screen ,  the conductors a re 

i ns u l ated i n  ' P EX' d i e l ectric, p res umab ly 

someth i n g  re l ated to po lythene ,  wh i ch has low 

d i e l ectric consta nt a nd  l ow l oss. They a re 

twi sted together  fo r h u m  reject ion a n d  a re 

so lde red i nto Monster's ch u n ky 'Tu rb i ne '  phono 

p l ugs .  These have sp l i t  centre p i n  a nd  ro bust 

earth conductors a nd  look most u n l i ke ly ever 

to l ose the i r  g r ip .  The ca b le  is of modest 

d i ameter, a bout 7 m m ,  and  is q u ite flexi b le .  

We were very taken with th i s  i nte rcon nect. I t  

offers a nota b ly open and natura l  m i d range  

w i th  very deta i l ed imag i ng .  I mage depth i s  

good too, and i n  genera l  there's a n i ce fee l i n g  

o f  space t o  a ny decent reco rd i n g .  Treb le  seems 

shut in compa red with our refe rences though ,  

a nd bass i s  on  the l i ght  s i de .  A l l  the same ,  

me lod i c  bass l i nes a re c lea r enough  to  fo l l ow 

eas i l y  a nd  there seems to be l i tt l e  i nterference 

with the energy of bass; it j u st doesn't fee l  as 

Custom Design RS300 
TYPE Loudspea ker sta nd 

PRICE E l l  0 per pa i r  

CONTACT e 0 1 9 1  262  4646 
1;,; www.customdes ign .co.u k  

W e've seen th i s  sta nd before, b u t  not 

i n  th i s  fu l l y  loaded i n ca rnat ion .  The 

basic RS3 00 i s  a s imp l e ,  

s i n g l e-co l u m n  affa i r  w i t h  p l a i n  meta l base  and  

top  p l ates, su ita b ly  s p i ked a nd  effort less ly 

assem b l ed with a s i n g l e  bolt at each end. It 's 

ava i l a b l e  in va r ious he ig hts and in textu red 

b l ack  or  'mercu ry' fi n i sh .  On th is occas ion ,  

however, we rece ived the vers ion  w ith  'Acoustic 

Stee l '  top p l ates and Custo m Des ig n's ' I ne rt' 

fi l l e r. Acoustic Stee l ,  a Custom Des i gn  

spec i a l ity, i s  a sandwich of two steel sheets a nd  

a spec i a l  g l ue ,  wh i ch works on  t he  pr i nc i p l e  of 

constra i ned l ayer d amp i n g  to p rod uce a 

rema rka b ly dead but sti l l  ve ry ri g i d  p l ate. As a n  

opti o n  on  the sta nd ,  i t  adds  £ 1 0 . 

' I n e rt' fi l l e r  fra n k ly looks l i ke some k i nd  of 

i n d ustri a l  waste materi a l ,  but does its job  ve ry 

wel l  a n d  once it's i n s i de  the sta nd ,  who ca res 

how it l ooks7 I t's a b lack g ra n u l a r  materi a l ,  

qu ite heavy, fi ne  a nd  free-ru n n i ng .  It 's s imp l y  

pou red i nto the col u m n  befo re the top p l ate i s  

fitted .  Fo r  £5  per bag (fo u r  bags 

recom mended fo r a pa i r  of sta nds) ,  

it i s  we l l  worth it  The bas ic  sta nd 

(Acoustic Stee l  but no I n e rt) is pretty 

good but does add  a s l i g ht ly g l a ry 

s i g natu re to the sou nd ,  los i n g  some 

deta i l  and p recis i on .  With I n e rt d u ly 

l oaded u p, however, the sou nd is 

tra nsformed,  b ri n g i n g  it up with 

some of the best sta nds we've come 

across at doub l e  the pr ice o r  more. 

The base p l ate i s  not utter ly  ri g i d  a nd  

there's a ti ny degree o f  sway, wh ich  

may accou nt fo r a h i nt of bass 

l i g htness compa red with 

our u l tra-heavy refe rence 

sta nd ,  but in terms of 

ton a l ity a n d  textu ra l c la r ity, 

th i s  sta nd rea l ly b r i ngs  out 

the best i n  a spea ker. H ig h ly 

recommended .  HFC 
Richard Black 

I 
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fu l l  as someti mes. A l l  t h i ngs cons i de red ,  

though ,  th i s  is a very l i keab l e  ca b l e  that 's we l l  

su ited good budget/m i d -pr ice systems. HFC 
Richard Black 

VERDICT ;!"(�9ijii 
Bass could perhaps be better Hl·FI 
but tew cables at this price > > reveal so much a bout the 
record mg space as this  · 
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GROUP TEST & LAB REPORTS: PAUL MESSENGER 

LOUDSPEAKERS 
With fewer budgetary constraints, upmarket speakers come in all shapes and sizes 

T h i s  month's g roup  test cons i sts of 

s ix upma rket loudspea ke rs, fi l l i ng 

a pr ice bracket between  £ 1 , 700 

a n d  E2 ,500 per pa i r. With i n  that pr ice 

g rou p i ng ,  however, there is w ide va r iat ion 

in s ize, shape and confi g u rati on .  

Fou r  a re f loorsta nders wh i l e  two a re 

sta nd  mou nts; fou r  a re two-ways, 

a l ongs i de  a two-a nd -a -ha l f-way a nd one 

th ree-way. Al l use  convent iona l  movi ng 

co i l  ma in  d rivers, with a n u m be r  of 

d i fferent cone materi a l s, and most have 

convent i ona l  movi ng-co i l  dome tweete rs, 

though  one uses a r i bbon d rive u n it at 

the top end .  Fou r  of ou r  six a re des i g n s  

of B rit i sh o ri g i n ,  t he  ba l a nce be i ng  one  

mode l  each  from Denmark a nd  Fra nce. 

It's patent ly c lea r  that i f  pr ice i sn 't the 

overri d i n g  cons ide rat ion ,  the des ig ne rs 

have g reater freedom to p u rsue 

app roaches that don't conform to the 

stereotypes. There's l i tt l e  appa rent 

re lationsh i p  he re between p rice a nd  s ize, 

construction ,  shape o r  comp lexity. 

I nd eed ,  the least cost ly, B&W's E l ,700 

per pa i r  XT4 (the su bject of a so lo revi ew 

i n  HFC 278 )  is a l so a rg ua b ly  the most 

comp lex and  u n u sua l ,  with a super-s l i m  

meta l enc losu re a n d  th ree-way 
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confi g u rat ion that c lear ly  i n d i cate its 

or ientatio n  towa rds m u lt i p u rpose, 

mu lt icha nne l  mus i c  a n d  home c i nema .  

A h u n ky two-a nd -a -ha l f-way 

f loo rsta nde r, Dynaud i o's E 1 ,8 5 0  Focus 

220  i s  a l so near  the top on  perce ived 

va l ue. S i nce its d i m i n utive Focus 1 1 0  

s i b l i n g  perfo rmed s o  we l l  i n  HFC 279 ,  

there's good reason to expect th i s  much 

beefie r  contende r  w i l l  do l i kewise .  

A E 1 ,990 pr i cetag i s  very hefty fo r a 

t i ny sta nd mou nt, but 'the sma l l e r  the 

better' i s  the ma ntra of many loudspeaker 

users, and Acoust ic Energy's AEl M kl l l  i s  

stuffed with h i g h-qua l ity eng i neer i ng .  

A2T's Mezzo ( f l ,950-E2 ,2 54, a ccord i n g  

t o  fi n ish )  i s  a somewhat l a rger  

sta ndmou nt, though no l ess pu rposefu l 

or p retty. Th i s  French b ra nd  is new to the 

U K, and to Hi-Fi Choice, but has been 

w i n n i n g  its spurs in the tough  

env i ron ment of t he  record i ng  stud io .  

P insh i s  a l so n ew to Hi-Fi Choice, a n d  

its p retty 2 . 1  f loorsta nde r  seeks t o  j u st ify 

a hefty E2 ,000 p ri cetag by v i rtue of a 

h ig h-q ua l ity r ibbon tweeter. Two 

prev ious encounters with Monopu l se's 

' phase accu rate' des ig n s  have certa i n ly 

whetted the a ppetite to try th i s  E2 ,495 

82 ,  wh ich  i s  comforta b ly  the l a rgest and 

most cost ly mode l  i n  th is i nterest i ng  and 

u n usua l l y  sty led ra nge .  HFC 

B&W XT4 
£ 1 ,700 

Dynaudio Focus 220 
£ 1 ,850 

Monopulse 82 
£2,495 

Pinsh 2.1 
£2,000 



LISTENING TESTS 
Loudspea ker l istening poses more com plex p roblems than 
those i nvolved in  assessing other com ponents. 
Loudspeakers vary greatly and i nteract strong ly and often 
u n p redictably with the room. The difficu lty fac ing 
sequentia l  u ns ighted loudspeaker presentations is the 
strong tendency to judge each example accord i ng to how 
its ba lance d i ffers from the model that preceded it. 
Accord ing ly, extended hands-on l isten ing  sessions were 
adopted for this g roup, g iv ing scope to adj ust to the 
changes in ba lance and to experiment with posit ion ing .  

The spea kers were tested u nder in-room cond itions, to best 
represent real-world cond itions. The test equ ipment used 
included a Neutri k Aud iograph ana logue s igna l  generator 
with synchronised pen recorder, used to plot the far-fie ld 
in-room averaged response traces and i mpedance p lots. 
Pa i r-match ing was a lso checked at one m etre. 

No other magazine offwn .n equivalent test and 

listening programme for comparative tests. 

Our 3 D bar graphs a re a s imple way of showin g  how the 
speakers compare across quantitative and qua l itative 
measures. I n d ividu a l  parameters a re assessed and shown as 
better or worse than the group  average. 
1)  Sensitivity: Sensitivity measures how loud a speaker 
wi l l  go  for a g iven voltage from the amp. It's sca led to 
2.83V at 1 m (one watt of power for a n  e ight-oh m  load). 
This figure can be m isleadi ng, as sens itivity va ries 
significantly and lower- impedance spea kers extract more 
current and hence power from an a m p  than 
h igher- im pedance ones. 
:?) Bass extension: A speaker's bass is heavi ly modified 
by the room. To rep l icate ' real world' conditions, our  fig u re 
represents the averaged bass rol l-off frequency at -6d B ref 
the broad m i d band,  measured across the fa r fie ld  for a 
stereo pa ir  i n  a 4.3x2 .6x5.5 m room.  
3) Ease of drive: The lower the i m pedance, the more 
cu rrent it extracts from the d riving  a m p  for a g iven vol ume. 
Lower i mped ance designs have h igher sensitivities, 
red ucing voltage requ i rement for g iven loud ness leve ls. 
4) Overall frequency balance: Overa l l  b road frequency 
response trends do much to define the character of a 
speaker, a lthough true neutral ity is the obvious goal .  
5) Response smoothness: The smal l  sca l e  smoothness 
of a speaker has much to do with the de l icacy of the 
sound, and its ab i l ity to del iver subtle harmonic shading.  

OUR BAR GRAPHS: AN EXAMPLE 
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� 6 a n d 7  
Primaluna have just launched two new 

amazing models. 

Prologue Six 

?OW mono power amp. Tubes : 2 x 1 2AX7, 

2 x 1 2AU7 and 4 x EL-34. 

Outputs: 2, 4 & 8 Ohm 

Prologue Seven 

?OW mono power amp. Tubes : 2 x 1 2AX7, 

2 x 1 2AU7 and 4 x KT-88. 

Outputs : 2, 4 & 8 Ohm 

The Audio Research C D? is a Reference 

Level model to complement the CD3MKll  

with an even higher performance. 

Incorporating the strongest aspects of the 

C D3M Kll - its rugged construction, the 

Philips Pro2 laser mechanism, the Crystal 

24 bit DAC - Reference CD? breaks new 

ground ! 

e a t 
The Cool Damper is a radical new device 

for the tube accessory industry from EAT 

- EuroAudioTeam. 

This beautifully crafted audio product offers 

much more than simply adding a new styling 

twist to your valves . It brings exceptional 

acoustic performance and function to your 

system by delivering sound that redefines the 

tube dampening category. No valve should be 

without one! 

� v a n t a g e  
Living in the shadow of the impressive 

Sum mit speaker is no easy task. Martin 

Logan 'Vantage' rises to the challenge by 

compressing Sum mit 's groundbreaking 

ultra h igh-resolution XStatTM , AirFrameTM 

and Powered ForceTM technologies into a 

surprisingly compact package and price. 

.. 
' . 

e n g m a 
The Audio Analogue ' E n igma' multifunction 

aud io valve unit is a superb solution for 

those music lovers who require minimal 

fuss, minimal space, yet maximum quality. It 

features a 50wpc amp, CD player and am/ 

fm tuner. There are other compact one-box 

audio solutions on the market but none offer 

the sound and build qual ity of the Enig ma. 



Loudspeakers .£1 ,700·.£2,500 [ Ultimate Croup Test ] 

.£2,254 per pair � 020 7272  3 7 2 2  @ www.a 2tprod ucti o n .com 

A2T MEZZO 
This hi-fi variation on a French Pro-monitor still shows its roots 

T h i s  ' Pro ' -or iented French b ra nd  m ight  be 

new to the U K, but it's been payi ng d ues 

i n  its home cou ntry s i n ce the ear ly 

1 990s, so i t ' s  rather  bette r esta b i  i shed than 

many newcomers. It 's a re l ative ly sma l l  

operat ion ,  with roots fi rm ly p l a nted i n  the 

profess iona l  mon itori ng  secto r. Th is 

observati on  is am p ly confi rmed by the fitti ng 

of Neutri k Speakon i n put term i na l s  - a good 

con nect ion system ,  but one that's ra re ly  fou nd  

a mongst domestic mode l s . 

The name  'A2T refers to co-founde rs Patrick 

Thevenot a n d  Bern a rd To ross i a n .  The sta rti ng  

po i n t  was  work done  by  Thevenot, as head  of 

the French e l ectro-a coustic resea rch l a b  I NA, 

i nto the psychoacoust ics of mus i c  reprod ucti on .  

Th is h i g h l i g hted the vita l i m porta nce of 

eng i neer i ng an accu rate phase response a nd  

co ntro l l i ng t h e  d i rectivity. 

Th is resea rch led d i rect ly to a ra nge of 

profess i ona l  mon itor spea kers. These were 

deve loped a nd  so ld  fo r a n u m ber of yea rs a n d  

form t h e  bas is o f  t h e  th ree mode ls  a i med a t  

t h e  h i -fi sector that were l a u nched i n  2004. 

The l a rgest of these is this f2 , 254 per pa i r  

Meuo, thoug h  ' l a rgest' i n  th is  i n sta nce i s  b y  n o  

means t h e  same as ' l a rge' . I n  fact, it's a 

reasonab ly co mpact two-way sta nd -mou nt, 

with an u n usua l  trapezo i da l  p l a n  enc losu re 

that's na rrower at the front than  the back. 

Our sa mp les ca me fi n i shed a l l  ove r in h i g h  

g loss b l a c k  p i a no  l acque r; a l te rnative co l ou rs 

and  a sati n fi n i sh  a re a l so ava i l a b le ,  fo r 

E 1 ,950 .  Although  the shape looks stra nge, it 

makes p l enty of sense from an acoust ic  po int 

of view, keep i ng  the front as na rrow as the 

ma i n  d rive r a l l ows, and ensu r i n g  that the s ides 

a re not pa ra l l e l ,  so that sta n d i ng wave modes 

a re spread and i nterna l  ref lect ions d i spersed. 

The front pa ne l  i s  pa rt icu l a r ly u n usua l ,  

presumab ly i n  the i nterests of  t ime a l i g n ment: 

the 1 65 m m  bass/m i d  d river is set fo rwa rd a 

centi metre or so, wh i l e  the 2 5 m m  soft fa br ic 

dome tweete r is recessed by rather more, a nd  

su rrou nded by  a generous horn f l a re. A sma l l  

port i s  set i nto the back pane l ,  a l o ngs ide  the 

s i ng l e  h igh cu rrent, mecha n i ca l l y  lock i ng  

Speakon socket. The  supp l ied g ri l l e j u st cove rs 

the ma i n  d rive r, wh ich  has a 1 2 5 m m  doped 

paper cone  with a hole removed from the 

centre of the d u st dome .  

SOU ND QUALITY 
The one th i ng  that rea l l y  s i n g l es the Meuo out 

from the pack is the su perb i nteg rat ion of its 

two d rive u n its. I ndeed ,  the tra ns it ion zone is 

h and led so we l l ,  this spea ker has the sort of 

ove ra l l  coherence norma l l y  associated with 

s i n g l e-d rive r systems, wh i l e  avo i d i n g  the 

latter's bandwidth l i m itation s. 

The ton a l  ba l a n ce is m i d -ori ented a n d  

forwa rd , t h e  bass end  as a w h o l e  sou nds  qu ite 

d ry, a n d  the u lti mate we ight  and exte ns ion is 

c lear ly not that g reat. A2T makes a su bwoofer 

specif ica l l y  i ntended to pa rtner  the Meuo, a n d  

t h e  latter's bass cha racte r wou l d  seem we l l  

su ited t o  such extra re i n fo rcement. 

The top end  is excepti o n a l l y  we l l  j u dged i n  

re l ative l eve l ,  a nd  sou nds nota b ly smooth too, 

so it never d raws u nwa nted attent ion to itse l f. 

At the sa me t ime ,  it doesn 't have the sweetest 

a n d  most de l i cate sou nd a round ,  b ri n g i n g  a 

somewhat matter-of-fact ove ra l l  cha racte r to 

the p roceed i n gs, where a l itt l e  more romance 

m i g ht be welcome. 

I mag i n g  is  very p recise and convi nc i ng ,  with 

fi ne  focus and very 

good consistency 

across the who le  

l i ste n i n g  zone ,  wh i l e  

dynam i c  ra nge  a n d  

express ion  is  a l so 

comforta b ly  bette r 

tha n ave rage .  The 

sheer accu racy of th is 

fi ne  spea ker  a m ply 

conf irms its 

mon itori ng heritage 

and ca pab i l it i es. 

But whethe r  such 

ba l d  honesty w i l l  

sed uce t he  h i -fi 

fratern ity is d i ffi cu l t  

to judge .  H FC 

Under our conditions. sensitivity comes out at 
90dB. This is j u st a l ittle less tha n the 91 d B  

cla i med, but a generous enough fig u re nonetheless. 

What's more, as the load seen by the a m p l ifier stays 

a bove 6 ohms throughout, the speaker  is much 

easier than average to d rive. 

The load is effectively flat a bove 200Hz, 
ind icating that the network a lso i ncludes add itio n a l  
i m peda nce compensation components. Below that 

point the bass resona nces show a well-d a m ped port 
output tuned to a round 5 2 Hz, which helps exp l a i n  
t h e  relatively modest sub-40Hz output 

The far-fi eld room-ave raged ba la nce is a l ittle 
mid-promin ent, with m i l d  peaks at a round 270Hz 

a n d  800Hz.  Below 2 5 0 H z, the bass is  d ry and 
poss ib ly  shy. This should a l l ow some wa l l  

re inforcement if desired, whi le  t h e  treble l i n k s  

sea m l essly t o  t h e  midband,  a n d  is  both smooth a n d  

very w e l l  judged. 

HOW IT COMPARES I 

1 )  Sens itivity » +500/o 

2) Bass extens ion » -300/o 

3) Ease of d rive » +400/o 

4) Overa l l  frequency ba la nce » +200/o 

5) Response smoothness » - 100/o 

SPECIFICATIONS j 
Measurement Rated Actual 

. -- -
Sens1t1v1ty (a, l m/2 83V 91 d B  90dB 

Impedance {nominal/m1mmum) 8/6 ohms 

Estimated bass extension ( 6dB) 40Hz 

SOUND » 89% Clever d river mou nting a n d  
crossover d e s i g n  de l ivers 

>----------< m a rvel lous ly sea m less 
PRACTICALITY » 900/o overa l l  coherence. Sound is 

m id -forward a n d  the top end 
>----------< cou l d  be sweeter, wh i l e  the 

BUILD » 880/o d ry bass a l i g n ment cou l d  
benefit from a su bwoofer. 

VALUE » 83% HHt · , 
OVERALL SCORE • .,.� " ' 
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the d .  
a u  1 0  consu ltants 

T 0118 981 9891 
E i nfo@audioconsu ltants.co.uk 

www.aud ioconsu ltants.co.uk 

F I N E  T W O  C H A N N E L A U D I O  S Y S T E M S  

ACC U P H A S E  • AESTH ET IX  • AM P H I O N  • A U D I O  A E R O • A U D I O  ANALO G U E • A U D I O  P H YS I C • AVALO N • AYR E  ACO U ST I C S • B E L  (ANTO • B E N Z · M I C R O  

(AR OAS • (LEARAU O I O  • D A L i  • ECL I P S E - T D • ESOT E R I C • F I N A L • F I N I T E  E L E M E N T E  • FUTU R E G LASS • G A M U T • G RAAF • G RA N O  PR I X AU D I O • LY RA 

M O N O  P U L S E  • NAGRA • N O R DOST • N OTT I N G HAM ANALO G U E • PAG O D E  • PAS S  LABO RATO R I E S • PAT H O S • QUADRAS P I R E  • R O G U E  A U D I O • S H U N  

M O O K • S M E  • STAX • ST E R E OVOX • SYST E M  A U D I O • TH I E L • TRAN S F I G U RAT I O N • V E LO DYN E • V I RTUAL D Y N A M I C S • WA D I A  • W H E S T  A U D I O  

Lo cated a p p roxi mate ly  15  m i n utes d rive 

fro m e i t h e r  M4/J u n ct i o n  12 o r  M J / J u nct ion  6 
with free a n d  easy p a r k i n g  outs ide  

t h e  b u i ld i ng .  

We h ave a h o m e  eva l u a t i o n  s c h e m e  fo r t h o s e  

who m i g h t  fi n d  t h i s  m e t h o d  m o re conve n i e n t .  

7 Comet House 
Calleva Park 
Aldermaston 
Read ing 
Berkshire RG7 SJA 

Demonstrations by appointment 
M o n d ays to S a t u rdays 10 :00 to 18:00. 
I t  i s  adv isab le  to cal l  u s  before v i s i t i n g. 

Part exc h a n ge welcome.  Ex-d e m o n strat i o n  

a n d  p rev i o u sly o w n e d  e q u i p m e n t  l i sted o n  

o u r  website :  www.audioconsultants.co.uk  

AC/ H FC/36 



Loudspeakers .£1 ,700·.£2,500 [ Ultimate Group Test ] 

.£1 ,990 per pair � 0 1 2 8 5  65443 2 @ www.acoust ic-energy.co . u k  

ACOUSTIC ENERGY AE1 Mklll 
De-luxe variation o n  Acoustic Energy's classic miniature theme 

A coustic Ene rgy's fi rst prod uct, the 

d i m i n utive and defi a nt ly ' P ro'- look AE l  

ca used q u ite a sensat ion when  i t  fi rst 

a ppea red i n  1 988 .  Severa l var iations  on the 

sa me d i m i n utive two-way theme have 

su bseq uent ly a ppea red ,  the penu l t imate bei ng  

th is  l uxu ry fi n i sh  M k l l l ,  p riced at a round  

£ 1 ,990 pe r  pa i r, wh i c h  we  or ig i n a l ly revi ewed 

(together with the f loorsta n d i n g  AE3 M k l l )  i n  

HFC 2 5 1 .  I nteresti ng l y, Acoust ic Ene rgy has 

just i ntrod uced a rep l i ca of the or ig i n a l  A E l  

(ca l l ed  t h e  C lass ic) ,  a t  l ess tha n  h a l f  t h e  pr ice 

of th i s  very d i ffe rent va ri at ion .  

Much of the d i fference l i es i n  the 

presentation .  The or ig i n a l  was cove red i n  

trad it i ona l  Pro-sty le textu red b l ack, wh ich is 

uti l i ta ri a n  rather than p retty. In contrast, th is 

Mk l l l  i s  the u l ti mate in l uxu ry, with top q u a l ity 

p i ano  l acque r  b lack - us i ng  some seven l ayers 

of l a cque r  to g ive a rea l l y  deep,  m i rror-fl at 

sh i ne .  Eq u a l l y attractive is  the sha ped 

a l u m i n i u m  front, wh i ch is  a fu l l  l O m m  thick to 

ensu re excepti ona l  mechan i ca l  i nteg rity 

between the two d rivers. I t  a lso h i des the d river 

fixi ngs and is ca refu l l y sha ped a round  the 

edges and orifices. 

The most obvi ous corn mon factor between 

or ig i n a l  and Mk l l l is the sma l l  ( l 30mm )  meta l 

cone bass/m i d  d r ive u n it H owever, the 

deep-anod ised hyperbo l i c-sha ped a l l oy cone is 

s i gn if ica nt ly t h i n ne r  and therefore l i g hter tha n  

t h e  or ig i n a l .  The tweete r represents a b rea k 

with t rad i t ion ,  abandon i ng  the or ig i n a l ' s  meta l 

dome in favou r  of the fa bric  a n n u l u s  ( ' r i ng  

rad i ator') device from a Sca nd i navi a n  supp l i e r. 

The rea r-ported enc losu re is a comb i n at ion of 

1 2 m m  M D F, backed by 5 m m  steel p l ates fixed 

by a d amp i n g  adhesive, with a tens ioned 

cross-bolt b rac i ng  the s ides a p a rt H igh powe r 

(400V-rated )  crossover ca pac ito rs a re used, 

a l ongs ide  rad i ometa l -cored i n d u cto rs. The 

s ig na l  is app l ied v ia a s i n g l e  pa i r  of good 

q u a l ity WBT term i n a l s. 

SOU N D  QUALITY 
Two key factors were immed iate ly a ppa rent 

when the AEl M k l l l  was i n i t ia l ly con nected .  

On  the one hand ,  the sou nd de l ivered a n  

exceptio n a l  imp ress ion o f  we ight a n d  sca l e  

from one s o  sma l l ,  a n d  i n  a very rea l sense th i s  

t iny spea ker  seems to de l iver much of the bass 

we i g ht a n d  a uthority of a f loorsta nder. But at 

the same t ime ,  it has the extra spac iousness 

a nd lack of box i ness associated with 

sta nd  mount spea kers. 

I n deed , refl ecti n g  its mass ive constru cti on ,  

th i s  speake r  has a n  a mazi ng l y  l ow ' box sound '. 

There m i g ht be l ess dynam i c  tens ion a n d  

express ion  tha n  demonstrated b y  l a rge r, h i g h  

sens it ivity des ig ns, b u t  t h e  A E l  M k l l l 's 

dyn am i c  ra nge  rema i n s  exceptiona l ly w ide 

s im p ly beca use of  that  extrao rd i n a ri ly l ow 

enc losu re contri bution .  

Stereo imag i ng  is  a l so q u ite su perb. It 's 

s im p ly  not poss i b l e  to p i n po i n t  the actua l  

l ocati ons  o f  t h e  spea kers themse lves with the 

eyes c losed - a l l  one  hea rs i s  the soundstage 

of i nstru ments and voices, p recisely defi ned ,  

wh i le  centra l focus is  q u ite outsta n d i ng .  

One  reason why th i s  l i tt l e  speaker sounds  so  

b ig  is that  its bas ic cha racter is  wa rm, r i ch  and  

l a i d  back  through  the u pper  port ion o f  t he  

a ud i o  ba nd .  And s i n ce it doesn 't have the  

fastest sou n d  a rou nd ,  t he  overa l l  effect m ight  

p rove too restra i ned for some tastes - speech, 

fo r exa mp l e, sou nds  a l m ost 'shut i n '. 

• 
On the posit ive 

s i de  though ,  the 

spea ker ca n be 

d riven h a rd without 

sou n d i ng agg ressive. 

And wh i l e  the sma l l  

m a i n  d river a n d  l ow 

sens itivity w i l l  both 

tend  to l i m it the 

u lt imate l o udness 

ava i l a b l e  he re, it sti l l  

p roved poss i b l e  to 

generate s u rpr is i ng ly  

h igh  sou n d  l eve l s  

with a powe rfu l 

amp l i fi e r, even when 

p l ayi ng  bass- r ich 

materia l .  HFC 

Clea rly i ntended for siting wel l  clear of wa l ls. a s  the 

40-SOHz port output is relatively strong without 

wal l  assista nce, the cl a i m  for 8 7 d B  sensitivity looks 

very opti m i stic. Our own fi ndings a re more l i ke 
83d8 as a rea l  world midband fig u re (though 

nearer 86dB below 300Hz). This is  below average, 

but corresponds with the su bjective fi ndings.  
The i m peda nce cha racteristics look fa i rly benign,  

with a S-0hm m i n i m u m  at 3 .BkHz, but a powerfu l 
sol id-state a m p  is recom mended, so that there's 
p lenty of volta ge headroom to avoid c l ipp ing and 

consequent loss  of control i n  the  a m p's power stage. 

The fa r-fie ld avera ged i n-room frequ ency response 
is  broa d ly  well  ba la nced, a l beit with some tendency 

to emphasise the low frequency end of the aud io  
band,  be low 300Hz, a n d  espec ia l ly  a round the 

40-SOHz port tu n ing  freq uency. The broad midband 
decade 400Hz4kHz is  somewhat recessed, whi le  

the treble is s l ig htly strong a round 4-S kHz. 

HOW IT COMPARES 

1 ]  Sens itivity » -50% 

2] Bass extens ion » - 10% 

3] Ease of d rive » -40% 

4] Overa l l  frequency ba la nce » 0% 

5] Response smooth ness » - 10% 

SPECIFICATIONS 
--- -- -----

Measurement Rated Actual 
- - - --

Sens1t1v1ty rw 1 m/2 83V 87dB 83dB 

Impedance (nommal/min1mumJ 8/5 8 ohms 1 8/5 ohms 

Estimated bas., extension { 6dB) 38Hz 28Hz 

SOUN D » 88% This bea utifu l ly  fi n ished,  

I I I I I I I I Ill I massively b u i lt baby de l ivers 
r-------_, a rema rkably 'b ig '  sound,  at 

PRACTICALITY » 74% the expense of very low 
mid band sensitivity. Tona l  

r-------_, ba l ance is decidedly wa rm 
BUILD » 93% and rich, but top end is  a lso 
I I I I I I I I IJ I a shade br ight 

HHll"illi�t g5010 
OVERALL SCORE � I c 

VALU E » 83% 

I I I I I I I 1:1 I I 
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" In action, it's a terrifically 
musical amp, painting a solid, 
authoritative sonic picture, 
finessed by a high level of 
detail." 

WHAT HI-FI, March 2006 
Eastern E lectric M520 Review 

" An extremely even and 
engaging sounding valve 
integrated, offering fine build 
and redoubtable value for 
money. u 

HI-FI World, November 200S 
Eastern Electric M520 Review 

11 tune your system around 
this amplifier and you'l l get 
startling results ... 11 

11 . . .  you have here before 
one of the best budget 
audiophile buys in a long 
time. Power, pace, punch, 
clarity and insight - it has 
them all - and for just £899. 
Enough said. 11 

David Price, Hi-Fi  World, May 2006 
JungSon JA-88D Amplifier 

VERDICT88 £ 
Qinpu A8000 MK II Integrated Amp: £1 ,295 

11 So to the price; i would have 
thought between £2000 and 
£3000 to be about right, so at 
just £ 1 295, then, this is one 
exceptional value amplifier, in 
material terms. " 

11 The balance between a raw 
earthy sound and refinement is 
extremely wel l  judged, and there 
can be few that could fail to warm 
to the Qinpu's emotional and 
powerful response. " 

Dominic Todd, Hi-Fi World, April 2006 

Micromega Aria CD player 
£2,1 50 
Audio Zone Amp-1 lnt Amp 
£1 ,595 
ART Emotion loudspeaker 
£5,000 per pair 

" It was suggested to us 
by Shadow Distribution 
as something 'quite 
extraordinary'. .. and that turned 
out to be an understatement. " 

David Vivian, HFC, May 2006 



Loudspeakers .£1,700·.£2,500 [ Ultimate Croup Test ] 

.£1 ,700 per pair � 01 903 2 2 1 soo \":: www. bwspea kers.com 

B&W XT4 
Can B& W change the reputation of slim, metal-clad speakers? 

M ost of  B&W's popu l a r  loudspeakers 

use conventi ona l  wood-based 

enclosu res. However, the need to 

fi nd  room fo r five loudspea ke rs, a nd  the des i re 

to have spea ke rs that match s i l ver-fra med f lat 

panel v ideo d i sp l ays, has created demand  for 

super-s l i m  si lver spea ke rs. 

The XT4 is a lot heavi e r  a nd  more cost ly th a n  

other  si lver s l i m l i nes, i n d i cati ng  a n  i nject ion of 

ser ious eng i n eer i ng content, a n d  it's somewhat 

l a rger  too. I t  featu res e l ega ntly cu rved ,  

s i lver-fi n ished a l loy casework, the s ides and 

back  extruded as a l a rge  s i ng le  p iece. Wh i l e  

the si lver-fi n i shed meta l i s  c l ea r l y  very rugged ,  

i t s  l a cque r  coati ng ca n be scratched .  A b lack 

ru bbery b l a n ket cove rs the f lat sect ion of the 

front, p rovi d i ng a measu re of d amp i ng .  

The  su rpr is i ng ly hefty 2 2 . S kg we i g ht is  d u e  

t o  su bsta nti a l  mass load i n g  i n  t h e  base, wh i ch 

he l ps ensu re good sta b i l ity. Th is  is fu rther  

e nha nced beca use the sp i kes po int  outwa rds 

at a round  30 degrees from the vertica l ,  a n d  so 

make f loor contact comforta b ly  outs ide  the 

enc losu re edge .  

That su per-sl im  fro nt necessitates sma l l  d rive 

u n its, so severa l a re used to ach ieve adequate 

d i a p h ragm a rea .  Operati ng  as a fu l l  th ree-way, 

a pa i r  of l 3 0 m m  bass d rive rs, each with 9 5 m m  

d i a mete r co ne/dome d i a p h rag ms, operate i n  

ta ndem .  These a re loaded b y  a pa i r  o f  ports. 

The sol ita ry Kev l a r-coned m i d ra nge d river i s  the 

same s ize as  the bass u n its, wh i l e  the 2 5 m m  

tube- loaded a l l oy dome tweeter i s  mou nted so 

that ha l f  of it actu a l l y p rotrudes with i n  a bump  

set i n to t he  top  su rface of the speaker p roper. 

A s i ng l e  pa i r  of term i na l s  a re recessed i nto a 

sp i ne  that a l so p rovides ca b l e  d ucti ng .  

SOU ND QUALITY 
The XT4 m ight not be a g e n u i n e  bass 

excavato r in terms of depth ,  a uthority or  power, 

but it has some i ntr ig u i n g  q u a l it ies 

nonethe l ess, with a d ist i n ct ly  d i ffe rent 

cha racte r from wood-based enc losures. Wh i l e  it 

m i gh t  be accused of l acki ng  warmth, the meta l 

enc losu re g ives the bass a cr isp , c lea n q u a l ity 

with nota b ly l ow co lo rat ion .  I ndeed ,  a l l  fo rms 

of box iness and co lo rat ion ,  ri g ht up i nto the 

m i d band  a re we l l  contro l led he re. 

The overa l l  ton a l  ba l a nce i s  nota b ly we l l  

j u dged th roug h  the b road bass a nd  m i d ra nge, 

but i s  a rg ua b ly too l a i d  back and restra i ned 

through  the u pper mid and p resence. The 

treb l e  i s  j u st ri g ht though ,  de l iveri ng a m p le  

a nd  sweet deta i l  without eve r attracti ng  

attent ion to  itse l f. 

S l i m  enclosu res tend to p romote p i n -po int  

imag i ng ,  a n d  the cons idera b l e  he i ght i s  a l so 

he l pfu l in de l iveri ng  a generous soundstage 

that fi l l s  the end  of the room with p rec is ion 

and a i ri n ess. 

Despite these imp ressive posit ives, the XT4 

has rather  wea k dynam i c  pu nch a nd  express ion ,  

fa i l i n g  to create the sort of g ri p  and  tens ion 

that  br ings extra excitement to a ny mus ic On  

ba l a nce, t h i s  speaker is happ i est with c lass ica l  

a nd  acoustic materi a l ,  where its su per ior 

imag i ng ,  freedom from box i ness, cr isp, c lean 

lowe r reg i sters, a nd  i n nate l a i d -back pol iteness 

a re a l l  eas i ly app reciated . H eavy rock materi a l ,  

on t he  other hand ,  is more i n cl i ned to  show u p  

its bas ic lack o f  l ow e n d  muscle ,  i n d icati ng that 

the add it ion of B&W's eq u a l ly gorgeous- look ing 

PV l su bwoofer m i g ht be we lcome here. HFC 

With the twin ports ca refu l l y  tuned in tandem to 

40Hz, the XT4 is best kept well  clea r of wa l ls ,  

whereupon it ca n del iver decent bass output down 

to below 30Hz under far-field in-room conditions. 

The XT4's c la i med sensitivity - precisely confirmed 

by our  measurements - is comforta bly below 
average at 86dB.  

Yet, at the same time, the m i n i m u m  i m peda nce 
d rops to a very low and potenti a l ly very d e m a n d i n g  
3 ohms at both 9 8 H z  a n d  a g a i n  at 580Hz. T h i s  a l l  
adds  u p  to one of the trickiest a m pl ifier l o a d s  
we've encountered, a n d  w h i l e  B & W  is honest 
enough a bout this m i n i m u m  fi g u re, it does m a ke a 
mockery of the c l a i m  of "8 ohms n o m i n a l "  

mentioned i n  t h e  spec 

The overa l l  ton a l  ba la nce is nota bly well  judged 

through the broad bass a n d  m i d range,  if rather la id 
back a n d  restra i ned through the upper mid and 

presence, whi le  the treb le  is s imply very well judged.  

HOW IT COMPARES I 

A A A 

1 1  Sens itivity » -20% 

2) Bass extens ion » -10% 

3] Ease of d rive » -40% 

4] Overa l l  freq uency ba la nce » 0% 

5] Response smooth ness » - 1 0% 

SPECIFICATIONS 1 ---- - - ---- -

_Measurement L Rated_•--��� 
Sens1t1v1ty (a\ l m/ 2 83V I 86d8 86d8 

l mpedance (nommal/m1nimum) I 8/3 1 4/3 ohms I 
Estimated bass extension ( 6dB) I 34Hz 1 28Hz 

VERDICT "jl . 
SOU ND » 85% The XT4's sound  is sweet and  

I I I I I I I 1:0 I I neutra l ,  with clean bass. a 
>---------1 decent overa l l  ba la nce and  

PRACTICALITY » 77% low coloration .  It l acks  some 
I I I I I LI:U I I I dynamic  excitement, but to 

>---------1 del iver such attractive sounds  
BUILD » 90% from a gorgeous, su per-s l im  
I I I I I I I I l 4 I enclosu re is  impressive. 

VALUE » 83% 

I I I I I I I I I I I 

j u l y  2006 I H l ·F I  CHO ICE  7 1  





Loudspeakers .£1 ,700·.£2,500 [ Ultimate Group Test ] 

.£1 ,850 per pair � 0207 378  1 8 1 0  @ www.dynaud io .co .u k 

DYNAUDIO FOCUS 220 
Floorstanding Focus features top-class Oynaudio drivers 

A n upma rket Dan i sh  b ra n d  that has its 

own rather d i fferent way of do i ng  

th i ngs, Dynaud i o  recently i n trod u ced a 

new m i d -p rice Focus ra nge of mode ls  j u st 

be low the l ongsta n d i ng Contou r  series. The 

th ree Focus stereo pa i rs ra nge  from the ti ny 

£850 per pa i r  Focus 1 1 0  - wh i ch was very 

favou ra b ly rev iewed in HFC 279 - via a 

somewhat l a rger 1 40 sta nd  mou nt, to th i s  very 

su bsta nt i a l  Focus 220  f loorsta nde r. 

Key featu res of th i s  new ra nge  a re c lassy rea l  

wood veneers ( i n  ma p le ,  che rry, rosewood o r  

b lack ash) ,  cove r ing cu n n i ng l y  sha ped 

enc losu res, a l o ngs ide the ve ry latest evo l ut ion 

of Dynaud io's propr ieta ry d rive u n its. Fi rst 

imp ress ion is that the 220  has a conventi ona l  

recta n g u l a r-face box, bu t  c loser scrut iny of the  

top  (or  base) revea l s  t ha t  i t  i s  gent l y  tapered 

fro m front to rea r. Thoug h  not a d ra mat ic 

depa rture from recti l i nea rity, th is  shou ld  sti l l  be 

suffic ient  to spread out and defocus l atera l 

i nte rn a l  sta n d i ng waves. Fu rthermore, the front 

edges a re chamfered to red uce edge-d i ffracti o n  

effects a n d  smooth t he  off-ax is d i stri but ion .  

Th is is a two-a nd -a- ha l f-way desi g n  w i th  twi n  

ma i n  d rive u n its, organ ised s o  that t h e  lower 

one is on ly  used to re i n force 

• • 

-

the bass reg ion ,  

• • 

wh i l e  the u pper one operates r ight through  the 

bass and m id ra nge, r ight up to the tweeter. 

These ma i n  d rivers have hefty cast fra mes and  

comb i nat ion 1 1 5 m m  cone/dome d i aph ragms i n  

mou lded M S P  ( a  m i nera l - loaded p lastic), d riven 

from a l a rge d i a meter a l u m i n i u m  w i re vo i ce co i l .  

The  tweeter is a 25mm doped fa bric dome. 

Al l  three d rive rs be long to Dynaud i o's l atest, 

p rem i u m-qua l ity Esotec+ series. The bass/m i d  

u n its have dou b le -mag net motors with 

u ltra-comp ressed fe rrite magnets, wh i l e  the 

type T3 80 tweeter has neodym i u m  magnets 

a n d  a so l i d  meta l face-p l ate 

A s i n g l e  pa i r  of term i na l s  - Dynaud i o  has no 

truck with b i -w i r i ng  - feeds fi rst order  crossover 

fi lte rs, sha r i ng  the rea r  pa ne l  with a fl a red port, 

a n d  foa m  bungs  a re ava i l a b l e  to b lock the 

latter i f  des i red .  A separate b lack MDF p l i nth 

accom modates 8 m m  f loor-cou p l i n g  sp i kes - it 

doesn't extend  the sta b i l ity footpr i nt, and the 

sockets a ren 't too secu re, but at least it ca n be 

changed i f  the l atter work loose. 

SOU N D  QUALITY 
A paragon  of stud i ed neutra l ity - a not 

i n cons ide rab l e  ach i evement in v iew of the 

fi rst-orde r  netwo rks that Dynaud i o  favou rs -

the Focus 220  has a bea ut ifu l l y  even - handed 

and open sound .  The to p end  i s  parti cu l a r ly 

d e l i cate and sweet, not on l y  v ind icat i ng  the 

extra deve lopment  that has  gone i nto the 

Esotec+ vers ion  used here, but a l so c lear ly 

demonstrati ng  how good a soft fa br ic dome 

d i a p h ra gm  device ca n sou nd .  

Not on ly is t h e  m i d -to-top bea ut ifu l l y smooth 

a n d  we l l  j u dged ,  there's l i tt l e  evidence of voice 

band  co l o ration ,  ba rri ng a h i nt of nasa l i ty. The 

ca b i net s hap i ng  seems to be very effective at 

ba n i s h i n g  most boxy effects, though  there is 

the sort of m i l d  th icke n i n g  and heav i ness 

wh ich  seems to be cha racter ist ic of 

f loorsta nders, as d i st i nct from sta ndmou nts. 

In o u r  rev iew ing  room,  the extreme low end 

ca n sou nd  heavy, depend i n g  on  the spectra l 

content of the mus i c  be i n g  p l ayed . H a pp i ly, 

the port-b lock i ng  bungs  re moved a ny 'th u m py' 

tende nc ies wh i l e  sti l l  m a i nta i n i n g  good 

u l ti mate weight - i ndeed,  the bass end 

sounded qu ite d ry with these i nsta l l ed .  

The Focus 2 20's one a rea of wea kness wou l d  

seem to  l i e  i n  its rather restra i ned dyna m i c  

express i on .  Though  u n usua l l y  pol ite a n d  

smooth, there's a l so some l ack  o f  g r i p  a n d  

tens ion  i n  t h e  way t h i s  speaker goes a bout its 

mus i c  mak i ng .  But sti l l ,  g iven its broad ra nge 

of h i g h ly l i stenab l e  ta l ents, a Best Buy badge 

i s  certa i n l y wa rra nted overa l l .  HFC 

Dynaudio's c l a i m  that the Focus 2 2 0  has a 
sens itivity of 87dB a longside an i m peda nce of 
4 ohms exactly corresponds with our own fi ndi ngs. 
Though a 4-ohm load through the l ow frequency 
reg ion can be qu ite demanding,  it never drops 

below 4 ohms,  a n d  the i m peda nce stays a bove 

6 ohms at a l l  freq uencies a bove SOOHz. 

With a port tuned to 3 5 Hz, bass output is very 

strong - perhaps a l ittle too strong - below 60Hz, 

even with the spea kers we l l  c lear of wal ls .  I nserti ng 

the bungs removes a ny excess a n d  should be used if 

the spea kers have to be close to a wa l l  (and cou ld 
be worth trying under a ny c i rcumsta nces if bass is 

proving too overpowering i n  your l i sten ing  room).  
The overa l l  in-roo m  ton a l  ba la nce is  bea utifu l ly  

neutra l and surpris ing ly smooth rig ht across the 

band a bove 70Hz, with a just a modest downwa rd 
step at a round 900Hz. In short, a good, honest set 
of measurements. 

HOW IT COMPARES 

1 J Sens itivity » 0% 

2) Bass extens ion » +50% 

3) Ease of d rive » 0% 

4) Overa l l  frequency ba la nce » +40% 

5) Response smooth ness » + 30% 

��CIFICATIONS L_____ __ 

Measurement Rated Actual 
Sens1t1v1ty Ca l m/2 83V 87dB 87dB 

Impedance (nommal/m1nimum) 4/- ohms 6/4 ohms 

Estimated bass extension ( 6dB) - <20Hz 

SOUND » 89% Attractive, cu n n i ng ly tapered 
rea l -wood floorsta nder  has a 

�-------< smooth and  neutra l  overa l l  
PRAC11CAUTY » 80% ton a l  ba la nce a n d  a very 

sweet treble .  Low bass is 
�-------< very strong (without bu ngs) ,  

BUILD » 88% but dynam ic  express ion 
I I I I I I I I 111 I cou l d  be more assertive. 

VALUE » 87% HUICHil!L:L 8 8 Ofio OVERALL SCORE r 
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Loudspeakers .£1 ,700·.£2,500 [ Ultimate Group Test ] 
.£2,495 per pair � 07 785 558238  @ www.monopu l se.co . u k  

MONOPULSE 82 
Mono Pulse's biggest adds 'muscle ' to the brand's strengths 

T he man  beh i n d  MonoPu l se , h i -fi 

enthus iast A l l a n  H e n d ry, spent much of 

h i s  worki ng  l i fe on  pu l sed phased-a rray 

rad a r  syste ms. Th i s  has made h i m  part icu l a r ly 

awa re of the im po rta nce of phase 

re lat ionsh i ps. He 's app l ied that u nde rsta n d i n g  

t o  h i s  l oudspea kers, u s i n g  t h e  geometry o f  the 

enc losu re as we l l  as the des ign of the crossove r 

network to maxi m ise the phase cohe rence 

th rough  the crossove r zone. 

Hav ing  obta i ned good resu l ts with the 

sma l l e r  32 and 42A/ AB mode l s , this 82  is the 

th i rd MonoPu lse to come i n  fo r Hi-Fi Choice 

scruti ny. It's a l so the l a rgest, the heavi est a nd  

t he  most costly, a t  £2 ,495  pe r  pa i r. 

Al l the MonoPu l se  mode ls  a re two-ways, a nd  

a l l  s ha re t h e  sa me ve ry rad i ca l - some  m i g ht 

say rather  stra nge - sty l i ng .  Though  very 

s im i l a r  to the 42, the 82 has a somewhat 

l a rger  (50 1 itre) enc losu re, and its generous  

240 m m  Dynaud i o  type 24W l 00 bass/m i d  

d river featu res a l a rge  d i a meter vo i ce co i l  that 

confe rs exce pti o na l l y  h i g h  power h a n d l i ng .  

The sty l i n g  is  both or ig i n a l  a nd  stri k i ng .  The  

dom i n a nt featu re i s  a hefty steel wra p  that 

fo rms an i nve rted·U a round  the s ides and top -

the latter port ion p rov ides the mount i ng  fo r 

the sepa rate a nd  set-back 

tweete r baff le , 

adds mass and stiffness to the bass enclosu re. 

Eye catch i n g  a nd ,  as  it turns out, effective. 

The bass enc los u re is hehi ly constructed i n  

M D F  a nd  covered i n  a w ide  cho ice o f  co l ou red 

fa br ics; an add it i ona l  l ayer of foa m covers the 

back pane l .  A refl ex port fitted i n to the base i s  

he l d  severa l centi metres off  the f loor  by some 

very wel l  fou nded and  pu rposefu l sp i kes, and  

the who le  t h i ng  fee l s  very so l i d  a nd  sta b le .  The 

two d rive rs a re mou nted on  sepa rate baffles, 

so the bass/ m id d rive r  s its s l i g ht ly nea re r  

l i steners t han  the 25mm soft dome tweeter. 

Con nect ion  is made v ia twi n  term i n a l  pa i rs ,  

a l l ow i ng  fo r b i -wi ri n g  or b i -a mp i ng .  

SOU ND QUALITY 
The fi rst t h i ng  one not ices when p l ac i ng  a n d  

con necti ng  u p  t h e  82  i s  J U St h o w  coherent a nd  

' rea l '  it sounds .  I t  m i g ht not match t he  strict 

tona l  a ccu racy a nd neutra l i ty of some of its 

i m med iate com petitors, but no t ime-smea r, 

com b i ned with a v igorous dynam i c  de l ive ry, 

p rov ides more than  amp l e  compensati on .  

MonoPu l se u ses  the p h rase 'tra ns ient  

synch ron i sm '  to descri be i ts  pa rt icu l a r  strength ,  

and that's as  good as a ny to descri be the 

cr ispness and c la rity with wh ich i nd iv i dua l  

i n stru ments a re defi ned .  Ti m i n g  is tru ly 

excepti ona l ,  and percuss ion  in pa rticu l a r  is 

nota b ly  we l l  defi ned ,  mak i ng  even d ru m  solos 

u n usua l l y  enterta i n i n g  and mus ica l  I And the 

Steve Re ich - l i ke v ib ra phone work on  Sufj a n  

Stevens' Come o n  Feel the 11/ inoise i s  nota b ly 

deft a nd  c lear. 

The su bsta nti a l  enc losu re b u i l d  seems very 

effective at keep i ng  a ny box co lo rations  unde r  

t i g h t  contro l .  As  such ,  a ny low- level ' h a sh '  i s  

rende red su bsta nti a l ly i n a u d i b le ,  fu rthe r  

e n h a nc ing  the imp ress ion  of a n  exceptio n a l l y  

w ide  dyna m i c  ra nge .  

The top end  i s  a rg ua b ly too restra i ned ,  so 

that vo ices lack some ope n n ess, but that 

doesn't spo i l  th i ngs  too much - the ears seem 

to adjust qu ite q u i ck ly, and it  does a l l ow the 

system to be p l ayed qu ite l o ud ly without 

sou n d i ng agg ressive. 

And if the top end i s  a shade  restra i ned ,  the 

sa me ca nnot be sa id  fo r the bass, wh ich  

sound s  strong  a n d  powerfu l w i thout  ever 

gett i ng  too 'th u m py'. Rather, it ta kes a f irm 

gr ip on  the mus i c  and d rives it a l o ng  with 

imp ressive a uthority. 

The MonoPu lse 82 m i g ht not p l ace 

even - handed neutra l ity at the top of its 

agenda ,  but its mus i c-mak i n g  i s  huge ly  

i nvo lv ing a n d  enterta i n i n g .  And that, after a l l ,  

i s  what it's a l l  a bout HFC 

C l a i m i n g  to del iver 90dB a l ongside an 8-ohm load,  
Monopulse's beefy 8 2  just fa i l s  to meet both 

ta rgets, but only by a smidgeon. 89dB seems a fa i r  
reflection o f  t h e  sensitivity u n d e r  our  i n-room 

far-fi eld measurement co nd itions, whi le  the 

i mpeda nce stays at or above 6-ohms (with i n  the 

n o m i n a l  8-ohm spec) a l l  the way up to 9k Hz, before 

recordi n g  a 3.3-ohm m i n i m u m  at 1 4kHz. This is 
u n l i kely to cause a ny problems, however, and the 
spea ker should be easy enough to drive, u n less you 
have a penchant for low-powered va lve a m p l ifiers 
(with particu l a rly weak output tra nsformers). 

The ton a l  b a l a nce i s  not entirely neutra l ,  being a 
l itt l e  promi nent in the m i d b a n d ( 5 5 0 Hz-l . 2 kHz) ,  
rather lean  thro u g h  the u pper bass a n d  l ower mid 

( 6 5 H z-500 Hz),  a n d  a l ittle lacking i n  the mid 

treb le  (S·l OkHz),  though the overa l l  trend looks 

sm ooth enough.  Bass extension is i m p ressively 

gen erous, too. 

HOW IT COMPARES I 

1 J Sensitivity » +40% 

2) Bass extens ion » +40% 

3) Ease of d rive » +30% 

4) Overa l l  frequency ba la nce » · 1 0% 

5) Response smooth ness » · 10% 

SPECIFICATIONS l___ 
Measurement Rated Actual 
5ens1t1v1ty I@ l m/ 2 83V 90dB 90dB 

Impedance (nommal/m1nimum) 81 ohm<, 61 J J ohm<, 

E:.st1mated bass extension ( 6dB) 25H; -..20Hz 

SOUND » 91 % Cou l d  be more neutra l ,  but 

I I I I I I I . I I I I its exce l lent  coherence, l ively 
>----------< dynam ic  express ion and fi ne 

PRACTICALITY » 80% stereo imag ing  a re more 

I I I I I I I :l'.:l I I than fa i r  compensation. 
r---------1 Su bsta nti a l  bui ld g ives this 

BU I LD » 89% heavyweight rea l  authority 
and a wide dyn a m ic ra nge. 

VALUE » 87% 
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Cl 
" So to the price: i 
would have thought 
between £2000 and 
£3000 to be about 
right, so at just £1 295, 
then, this is one 
exceptional value 
amplifier, In material 
terms. " 

" - its Intimate 
relationship with the 
recording alone Is 
enough for me. " 

Dominic Todd, 
Hi-Fi World April 2006 

VERDICT••••£ 

High End Cable 
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Designed by Chris Sommovigo 
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Free Delivery Available Worldwide 
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£2,000 per pair 1!l 0208 683 6700 (;o) www.p i nsh .com 

PINSH 2.1 
Pretty looks and a classy ribbon tweeter are key ingredients here 

A re l at ive newcomer  to the U K  h i -fi scene ,  

and mak ing i ts  Hi-Fi Choice de  but with 

th i s  p retty l i tt l e  f loorsta nde r, P i n sh's 

ma i n  c l a im  to fa me i s  its p rop ri eta ry r ibbon 

d rive u n it tech no l ogy, based on  many yea rs of  

resea rch and  deve lopment. Th is  is now app l ied 

both in sta nda l o ne  super-tweete rs and as the 

reg u l a r  tweeters in the compa ny's ra nge  of 

hybr id cone/ri bbon fu l l - ra nge loudspea kers, 

such as the P i nsh  2.1 rev iewed here. 

It 's a s l i m ,  rather pretty and very compact 

f loorsta nder, with seve ra l d i sti nctive styl i n g  

touches. Most o f  t h e  1 2 - l itre enc losu re i s  

fi n i shed i n  a cho ice o f  b lack ash ,  rose n u t  o r  

cherry rea l -wood veneers, b u t  much o f  the 

front i s  cove red by an extra , cu n n i ng ly sha ped 

baffle of black M D F  Th is  ' sub-baffle' wi l l  

sti ffen the d river mou nti ng  s ig n ifica nt ly. 

Ta peri n g  stead i l y from an ove r l app i ng  top to a 

na rrower cove r a rou nd  the l ow-set port or if ice, 

the top pa rt is wa isted with rad i used edges 

either s ide of the ri bbon tweeter, in o rde r  to 

red uce edge d i ffract ion effects. Another 

attractive feature 

is the 

s l i g ht ly convex top su rface, but the very sma l l  

footpr i nt, especi a l ly when s p i kes a re i nserted, 

does rather  comprom ise ove ra l l  sta b i l i ty - a n  

add it i ona l  p l i nth wou l d  certa i n ly have he l ped 

in this depa rtment. 

Both d rive rs a re neatly fl ush -mou nted; the 

sole bass/ m i d  d river i s  a sma l l  1 2 S m m  

More l -so u rced device with a l OOmm 

cone/dome d i a p h ragm .  At  1 3x66mm ,  the 

P insh r ibbon tweete r i s  l a rge r  than many of i ts 

type a nd  more 'pu rist' too, as the ri bbon itse l f  

i s  a p u re meta l w i th  no polymer su bstrate, 

thereby m i n i m i s i ng  the mov i n g  mass. A s i ng l e  

pa i r  o f  te rm i na ls , mou nted th roug h  a recessed 

wood pa ne l ,  feed the i n put s i g n a l  via a 

m i n i ma l i st crossover netwo rk. 

SOU N D  QUALITY 
The P insh  de l ivered a l ess than  positive fi rst 

i m p ress ion ,  as vo i ces sou nded dec ided ly  

hooded and shut  i n ,  as one  wou l d  expect from 

the measu red i n - room ba l a nce (see La b 

Report) . Th i s  was especi a l ly true when 

compar i ng  with the other  speakers i n  th i s  

g roup .  The ea r/bra i n  i s  very accom modati ng  

of  tona l  ba l a nce anoma l ies ,  but it d i d  ta ke 

rather l onge r  than  usua l  to get used to th is  

P i nsh 's pa rticu l a r  cha racteristi cs. 

Once one had  made the necessa ry 

adjustment, it beca me qu ite poss i b l e  to enjoy 

the Pi nsh 's u nden i ab l e  stre ngths. The b road 

m i d band  sou nds bea ut ifu l l y  smooth and even ,  

with a w ide  dyna m i c  ra nge  a nd  accu rate tona l  

pe rspectives. And i f  t h e  bass end doesn't 

exactly p l u m b  the u l t imate depths - one 

wou l d  ha rd l y  expect that  g iven the sol ita ry 

sma l l  m a i n  d river - a bove the bottom octave, it 

has an i mpressive ly  punchy a n d  even -handed 

de l ive ry, u nde rp i n n i n g  the rest of the band .  

To hear  the maxi m u m  possi b l e  output from 

the r ibbon tweeter, one  shou l d  try to l i ste n to 

it d i rect ly  on axis , the more so perhaps beca use 

this is not a ta l l  l oudspea ker. The r ibbon may 

therefore be set a l itt l e  be low norma l  seated 

ea r he i g ht, so you may have to sit l ow or add a 

l i tt l e  backwa rd t i l t  v ia the sp i kes. Th i s  r i bbon 

a l so seems to work  best when  the spea ke r  i s  

re l at ively cl ose to the l i stene r, i n d icati n g  a b i as  

i n  favou r  of sma l l e r  rooms. 

Over and beyond these factors, the top end 

of th i s  speaker i s  s ubt le ,  d e l i cate, tra nsparent 

and sweet And if the lack of lower treb l e  is 

d i ffi cu l t  to i g no re, l i ke a l l  good r i bbons ,  the 

u pper  t reb l e  i s  c lea n ,  obv ious and bea ut ifu l l y 

coherent i n  the way it adds  the subt l e  

consonant a n d  s i b i l a nt ' edge '  to  human  vo i ces, 

o r  the s h imme r  to cym ba l s .  HFC 

Pinsh's c la im for 8 8 d B  looks decidedly opti mistic, a s  

a below avera ge fi g u re of 8 5 d B  w a s  a l l  it could 

muster under our  fa r-fi e ld  i n-room conditions.  That 

said,  the bass extension is pretty respecta ble for 

such a compact spea ker. with useful i n-room output 

down to 40Hz, the more so beca use the load is  a 

very easy-to-d rive 8-ohms or better throughout 
The i n-room frequency ba la nce is very even and 

qu ite smooth across the broad midband - qu ite 
exe m p l a ry in fact H owever. things sta rt to go awry 
a bove 3 k Hz, leavi ng a broad 4dB notch th rou gh 
the lower treble, 4-9 k Hz. 

Some worthw h i l e  recovery was vis ib le a bove 

9kHz, however. On axis measurements showed that 

this dip was fa r less obvi ous at 1 m measuring 
d i stance, but progressively i ncreased a s  the 

m icrophone was moved further away to a more 

representative a n d  typica l l i sten ing  d ista nce. Those 

with big rooms should a u d ition ca refu l ly. 

HOW IT COMPARES I 

1 ]  Sensitivity » -30% 

2] Bass extens ion » -30% 

3] Ease of d rive » +10% 

4] Overa l l  freq uency ba la nce » -40% 

5] Response smoothness » +20% 

SPECIFICATIONS I 
Measurement Rated Actual 

' . -
Sens1t1v1ty (a 1 m/2 83V 88dB 85d8 

Impedance (nom1nal/mm1mum) 8/- ohms 8/7 ohms 

Estimated ba:i".i exten<.1on ( 6dB) 38Hz 3 8 Hz 

VERDICT l • _ e 
SOUND » 82% Compact and attractive ly 

I I I I I I I I I I I sty l i sh floorsta nder  has a 
'-------_, beautifu l ly smooth and  even 

PRACTICALITY » 83% m i d band  and decent bass 
I I I I I I I TJ I I for its size. The low end of 

'---------< the r ibbon's operati ng ra nge 
BUILD » 88% l acks suffic ient output i n  
I I I I I I I L:nl I med i u m  to l a rge rooms. 

VALUE » 72% 

1 1 1 1 1 1 11 1 1 1  HHICflOICl: J J 010 
OVERALL SCORE I� 
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[ Ultimate Group Test ] Loudspeakers .£1,700· .£2,500 

CONCLUSIONS 
Six very different approaches to making loudspeakers, with varying degrees of success 

I n a ny Ultimate Crou p Test, the f l ,850  per pa i r  Focus 220 has f l ,950-£2 , 254 per pa i r  Mezzo. Th is  treb le  sweet a nd  coherent, a l ack of 

more costly the speaker  g roup, i m pecca b l e  neutra l ity, a bea ut ifu l ly attractively sha ped and  decently re lat ive output at the lower end of 

the w ide r  the d ivergence sweet top end  a nd  mass ive bass s ized sta nd mount from Fra nce the r ibbon ra nge a nd  at a norma l  

between the d i ffe rent mode ls .  And we i g ht, though  dynam i c  express i on  shows a wonderfu l ly seam l ess l i sten i ng  d i sta nces is a prob lem .  

none  of those assem b led here does seem a l itt l e  ret icent. tra ns it ion through  the frequently B i ggest, heavi est and most cost ly 

sha re a nyth i n g  much i n  common  Acoust ic  Ene rgy's AE l  M k l l l  i s  p rob lemat ic crossover reg ion .  i n  ou r  g roup ,  the cu r ious ly  sty led 

with a ny of the othe rs. extreme in every way, be i ng  t i ny  Comforta b ly deservi ng i t s  'mon itor' Monopu lse 82 ( £2 ,495 per pa i r) 

Work i n g  up the cost l adde r, but deci ded ly  costly at f l ,990 appe l lat ion and Best Buy status, fu l ly j ustif ies its we i g ht and cost 

B&W's f l ,700 per pa i r  XT4 m i g ht per pa i r. Mass ive b u i l d  a n d  l uxu ry the d ry bass a l i g n ment is we l l  with a uthority a nd  dynam ism,  a s  

l o o k  l i ke a super-sl i m  home  c i nema fi n i sh p rov ide the exp l a nat ion ,  su ited to  su bwoofer re i n forcement. we l l  as b ri l l i a nt coherence a n d  

spea ke r, b u t  it's actu a l ly ca pab le  of wh i l e  they sou nd qu ite shock i ng ly Pi nsh's £2 ,000 2 . 1  is a very p retty image  focus. A l l  of wh ich more 

ser ious h i -fi performance, a l be i t  of l a rge for the i r  t i ny d i mens ions  - a a nd  u n usua l ly com pact than  compensates fo r m i nor  ton a l  

t h e  l a i d  back var i ety. That a l l oy tr ick ach i eved by tra d i n g  sens it iv ity f loorsta nde r, d i sti ngu ished by a ba l a nce a noma l ies .  I ntr ig u i n g ly, 

enc losu re de l ive rs a very cr isp, and l oudness capa b i l ity fo r extra r ibbon tweeter that is both a Monopu lse was the on l y  b ra nd  i n  

c lea n bass, too. bass we ig ht. strength and  a wea kness. Wh i l e  the ou r  g roup  to offe r twi n  term i n a l  

M u c h  more conventi o na l  i n  A strong  p rofess i ona l  a u d i o  m i d band  i s  imp ressive ly smooth pa i rs; does th is  sou nd  the 

shape a nd  atti re, Dynaud i o 's he ritage l i es beh i n d  A2T's a nd  wel l  ordered , a nd  the u pper d eath -kne l l  for b i -wi ri ng7  HFC 

TRY TH EM WITH TH ESE H I NTS AND TI PS 
CD PLAYERS 
CREEK DESTI NY E l ,200 
H i g h ly ca pable,  styl ish new CD p layer i s  
both ana lytica l and  i nvolv ing .  

NAIM CDX2 E 2,800 
Upgrad ab le  one-box p layer with fi ne 
gr ip and coherence.  

AMPLIF I ERS 
SUGDEN A21 SE  E l ,995 
This  hot-ru n n i n g  a m p  has  exq u i s ite 
reso l ut ion a n d  p resence. 

AUDIO RESEARCH VSISS  E2,895 
A practical i ntegrated valve a m p  that  
de l ivers a fi ne  a l l - ro u n d  performa nce 

» Floor-coup l i ng  sp i kes shou ld  have 
t ight lock-nuts, but don't over-tighten 
these or you ' l l  stri p the socket threads .  
» F i nd i ng  the r ight p lace to put the 
loudspeakers acoustica l ly i s  very 
importa nt Do take the time and troub le  
to  experi ment 

» Moving a speaker from a free space 
location  u nt i l  it's c lose to a wa l l  wi l l  
s u bsta nti a l ly boost the m id -bass.  
» Expect spea kers to i m p rove stead i ly 
ove r the fi rst 1 00 hou rs or so. 
» Use decent speaker cable, if  you 
want you r  system to perform at  its best 

LO U DS P EA K E RS AT A G LA N C E  

PRICE E2,254 
SOUND ������� 

PRACTICALITY LI �I �l����l�J� 
BUILD 
VALUE 

OVERALL 
CONCLUSION 

KEY FEATURES 
SIZE (WxHxD) 

DRIVER CONRC 

MAIN DRIVER SIZE(S) 

STAND/ FLOOR? 

CABINET FINISH 

BI-WIRE? 

Genuine mon itor h a s  

m a rve l lously seamless 

overa l l  coherence; sound 
is a l i ttle mid-forward and  

the  top  cou ld be sweeter. 

25 .5x40x27.Scm 

2-way 

l x l65mm 

Sta nd 

Lacquered wood 

No 

E l ,990 

Beautifu l ly  finished, 
m assively built yet s m a l l  

speake r  h a s  a rem a rkably 

'big'  sound but very low 
midband sensitivity. 

1 8.Sx3 1 x24cm 

2-way 

1 xl30mm 

Stand 

lacquered wood 

No 

LAB CONCLUSIONS E = EXCELLENT • C = GOOD • A= AVERAGE • P = POOR 
SENSITIVITY 90dB C 83dB P 

EST. BASS EXTENSION 40Hz A 28Hz A 

IMPEDANCE (NOM/ MIN) 8/6 ohms C 8/5 ohms C 

OVERAll FREQ. BALANCE + 20% C 0% A 

RESPONSE SMOOTHNESS -1 0% A -1 0% A 
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f l ,700 

Gorgeous super-sl i m  

floorsta nder has  nota bly 

c lean bass. Sound is  sweet 
and n eutra l, if restra ined. 

1 5x 1 1 6x2 0cm 

3-way 

3xl30mm 

Floor 

lacquered a l loy 

No 

86dB A 

28Hz A 

4/3 ohms P 

0% A 

-10% A 

fl ,850 

I I I I I I LJ I I 
I I I I 

C u n n i ngly ta pered rea l  

wood floorstander has  

br i l l ia ntly smooth, neutra l 

b a l ance, sweet treble a n d  

massive bass. 

20.Sx98x29.Scm 

2.5-way 

2xl65mm 

Floor 

Real wood 

No 

87d8 A 

20Hz C 

6/4 ohms A 
+40% G 

+30% C 

£2,495 £2,000 

I I I I IJI 

Excel lent coherence, l ively Compact floorsta nder has  

a uthoritative dynam ics a beautifu l ly smooth 

and  fi ne imaging more midband but lacks lower 

tha n compen sate for m i l d  treble output at normal 

ba la nce a n o m a l i es. l i sten ing  d istance. 

27x l l 0x2 5cm 1 6x90x l 8 .6cm 

2-way 2-way 

l x240mm 1 x 1 30mm 

Floor Floor 

Steel/fabric Real wood 

Yes No 

90d8 c 85d8 p 
20Hz C 38Hz A 

6/3.3 ohms A 8/7 ohms C 

-1 0% A 40% P 

-1 0% A +20% C 
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WHEN YOU SUBSCRIBE 
TO Hl·FICHDICE NOW! 
Su bscri be to H l-FI CHOICE tod ay fo r j u st £44 .96 - a savi n g  of 

1 1  % off the cove r p rice .  P l u s, i f  yo u su bscri be by D i rect Deb it, 

yo u ' l l  a l so rece ive a free pa i r  of M o n ste r i nte rco n n ect ca b l es 

wo rth £55  ! So,  what  a re yo u wa iti n g  fo r? Su bscri be 

to the U K's fastest growing hi-fi 
magazine tod ay ! 



T H E  E S S E H T I A L  H I - F I  G U I D E  T H E  E S S E N T I A L  H I - F I  G U I D E  

SUBSCRIBE TO 
Hl·FICHOICE FOR: 
• The U K's most rigorous h i -fi tests 
• N ews, views a nd expert advice 
• Verd icts you ca n trust 
• A saving of 1 1 °/o off the cover price 
• 1 3  issues a yea r  de l ivered d i rect 

to you r  door 
• N o  more m i ssed issues 

UPGUDE YOUR SUBSCRIPTION! PAY VIA 
DIRECT DEBIT TO RECEIVE YOUR FREE 
MONSTER INTERCONNECTS WORTH .£55! 
When you su bscri be to H I -FI CHOICE by Di rect Deb it, you don't 

j ust get a hefty d isco u nt off the normal shop price - th is month 

you ' l l  a lso receive a free pa i r of Monster I nterl i n k  400 Mkl l  

i ntercon nects worth £55 i nto the barga i n '  

These cracki ng  ca bles com b i n e  Ba la nced Ba ndwidth dua l  sol i d 

core centre conductors with Patented Time Correct wi nd i ngs a n d  a 

specia l  PEX d ie l ectric to ensure faster, more accu rate s i g na l  

tra nsfer, even over l o n g  ru ns. Each ca b le  is termi nated with 

Monster's h i g h-q ua l ity 24k go ld  Tu rbi ne RCA ( phono) con nector, 

and the resu lt  is d eep, tig ht bass, fast tra ns ie nts a n d  exce l lent  

deta i l .  . . p l us, t h e  ca bles we're g ivi ng  away a re a fu l l  two metres i n 

length, so there's p lenty of flexi b i l ity too. 

Monster i s the world's l a rgest m a n u facturer  of specia l i st a ud io 

and video ca bles a n d  the I nterl i n k  400 M k l l  is one of its prem ier 
desig ns. But stocks a re l i m ited - so h u rry • 

For further i nformation on the Monster Interl ink 400 Mkll :  

w 0800 0569520 @ www.monsterca ble.com 

OVERSEAS SUBSCRIPTIONS: Please contact us for the latest prices 

� +44 1858 438749 
www.myfavouritemagazines.co.uk/ H FC/ POl 6 

I WOULD LIKE TO SUBSCRIBE TO HI-FI CHOICE & SAVE 1 1  o/o 
UK PRICI NG 

0 I'd l i ke a year's su bscription ( 1 3  issues) to H I-FI CHOICE for £44.96 - saving l l  % 
0 I'd l i ke to pay £ 1 1 .24 quarterly by Di rect Debit and  receive my FREE G I FT 

PERSONAL DETAILS 

Jitl.e _ _  _ . . . . . . . .  ..F.�:m�m:i.m� . .  
. �urname 

McJres.s . . .  

Te lephonL 
I f  you'd l i ke to receive e m a i l s  and SMS from H I - F I  C H O I C E  and Future Pub l i sh ing and i ts  group compan ies  conta i n i n g  news, 
specials offers and product and service information, please i nclude your emai l  and mobi le no. below 

Emai l  

Mobi l_e n.o. 
Please tick here if you are happy for us to pass your detai ls to carefully selected compan,es so they can send you relevant 1nformat1on about the11  
products o r  services by emai l  Oor SMS 0 

PAYMENT DETAILS 
D I would l ike to pay by qua rterly Di rect Debit ( U K  on ly) and receive my FREE Monster I nterl i n k  

400 Mkl l  i nterconnect cables. Please complete t h e  Di rect Debit form. 

( I  understand that E 1 2 68 w1 l l  be debited from my accounl eve"J quartcr) 

� DIRECT D e b i 1:  

Orig inator's Identification 
Number 

7681 9 5  

In struction to your Bank o r  Bu i ld ing Society to pay Di rect Debits 
IC1 Jll., Mllllllg4!r. . (B_a_�-� -n.a.'ll . .,l .. 
M.clr.4!s�- - -

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  P.t>.�
.
t�_()ct., . . . . 

lll�.'ll"(s) .o.f. age>u�t he>ld4!r.{sl . .  

Branch sort code 

Bank/ Building Society I I account nu mber . _ ������������������ 

Ref No (Office use onlyl 

�ig11a�u.rel�L 

l>it�e 

Please pay Future Publ ish ing Di1ect Debits from the account detai led on this lnstructmn su bject to the safeguards assured 
by the D i rect Debit G u a rantee. l understa nd that this instruction may rema i n  with Future Publ ishing and i f  so, details will 
be passed electronically to my bank or b u i l d i n g  soci ety. 

D I would l ike to pay by cheque - saving 11 % 
(to be made payable to Future Publ i sh ing Ltd. Ster l ing cheques drawn on a UK account) 

I would l ike to pay by Credit/ Debit card - saving 11 % 

D Visa D Mastercard D American Express D Switch/ Maestro 

ISSUE N U M BER rn (SWITCH/MAESTRO ONLY) 

CARD NUMBER 

I I I I 1 1  I I I 1 1  I I I 1 1  I I I 1 1  I I I I 
VALID FROM DATE rn / rn EXPI RY DATE rn / rn 
Sig_11ature .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . .  [)ate 

POST YOUR ORDER 
RETURN THIS FORM FREEPOST TO: 
H I - F I  C H O I C E  su bscri pt ions ,  

Freepost RLSC-SXS E·SKKT. 

U n i t  4, Tower H o u se, Sovere i g n  Park,  

M a rket H a rboro u g h ,  Leicesters h i re, 

LE 1 6  9 E F  

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: You wi l l  receive 1 3  issues per year. (Gifts a re subject to ava i l a b i l ity Please a l low 2 8  days for del ivery 
of g i fts.) This is a UK only offer and the gift appl ies only to those paying via Di rect Debit. You r  su bsrnpt1on w i l l  start with the next 
ava i l a b l e  issue. Please tick here if  you do NOT wish to receive relevant in fo rmation abou1 products or services from Future 
Publ ish ing 0 1  any of tts group companies by post 0 or telephone D Please tick here 1 f  you do NOT wish us to pass you1 deta i l s  to 
carefully selected companies to enable them to contact you about their  products or  services by post O or telephone O 
Deta i l s  of Di rect Debit g u a ra ntee ava i l able on request. 

I OFFER CODE POl 6 O F F E R  E N DS 31 MAY 2006 



Hl·FICHOICE 
Choice Bits is the easy way to buy the best audio accessories available today. Simply pick up the phone, order 
online, drop us an email or fill out the order form opposite and pop it in the post. It couldn 't be simpler! 

W e l come to ou r  n ew, expa nded 

Ch oice B its accesso r ies shop .  

Eve ry month ,  o u r  h i g h ly-tra i ned 

a u d i o  expe rts trawl the wor ld of h i -fi fo r the 

freshest good i es and the fi nest a ccesso r ies ,  

a l l  pe rfect to h e l p  br i ng  the most out  of yo u r  

system a n d  e a c h  one  ready t o  be de l i ve red 

stra i g h t  to you r  door. 

Th i s  issue,  a demonstrat ion d i sc with a sense 

of h umou r. Or. Chesky's Ma gnificent, Fabulous, 

A bs urd a nd I nsa ne Mus ical 5. 7 Surro und Sh ow 

must ra n k  as the u l t imate, yet usefu l ,  SACD d i sc 

fo r those who who have a taste fo r the b iza rre. 

For our fu l l  selection ,  v is it o u r  ded icated 

website: www.choicebits.co.u k  

D R.  CHES KY ' S  MAGNI FICENT OEM DISC 

I n  fact, the fu l l  t i t le  of th i s  crazy hybr id 

m u l t i ch a n n e l  SACD i s  Or. Ch esky's 

Ma gnificent, Fabulous, A bsurd a nd I nsa ne 

Mus ical 5. 7 Surround Sh ow, so you get the 

i d ea of j u st how tru ly bon ke rs th is  d i sc is .  

Best Buy Accessories 

Clearaudio Deluxe Bubble Level 

Use C learaud io '  s h i g h -qua l ity sta i n l ess steel 

bubb le  l evel to ensu re you r  tu rnta b le  is l i ned u p . 

Price: £21 .95 

Alcohol -free record c lea n i ng fl u i d .  Th is 

b iodegradab l e  so lut ion wi l l  c lea n 500 records. 

Price £ 27.9 5  

Nagao 

Qu ite s imply, the best LP i n ner s l eeves made .  

The a u d i oph i l e 's cho i ce. So ld  i n  packs  of 50 .  

Price: £ 1 4.95 ( pack of 50) 
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Clearlight Audio RDC Cone Cups 

Made from the revo l ut ionary RDC compou nd ,  

u se  the  Cups  to  imp rove sp i ke and  cone sou nd .  

Price: £ 1 9.95 (set of four) 

Furutech I EC Power Connector 

S imp l y  a dd i ng t h i s  con necto r to you r  m a i n s  

l e a d s  i m p roves t h e  sou nd  o f  you r system .  

Price: £59.95 

Clearlight Audio RDC 2 Cones 

Used u nder  CD p l ayers, RDC cones a re the 

pe rfect ba l a nce of size, cost and performance. 

Price: £ 2 9.95 ( set of four) 

' D r' Dav id  Chesky' s extravaga nza featu res 

38 tracks of or ig i n a l  mus i c  a n d  w i l d  sou nd  

effects t ha t  wi l l  s h a ke-u p yo u r  sou nd  system ,  

a l l  reco rded i n  5 . 1  su rro u nd  sou nd  - pe rfect 

fo r pa rt ies or J U  St to show off the potenti a l  of 

you r  a u d i o  system.  Th i s  i s  a m i nd - bogg l i n g  

a rray o f  o ri g i n a l  wor ld  mus i c, percuss i on ,  the 

th u n d e rous  fu ry of a sto rm,  the l a u nch of a 

space sh utt l e ,  hea rtbeats, a carouse l  r ide ,  the 

roa r of the New Yo rk Su bway as we l l  as  m us i ca l  

odd it ies ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  i ntri g u i ng l y  t i t led Mus ic 

for Cello, Helicopter a nd Cors i  Arg u a b ly  a n  

u n su rpassed demonstrati o n  d i sc that doesn 't 

ta ke itse l f  too ser ious ly. 

ON LY £ 2 1 .95 

lsotek Full  System Enhancer Disc 

Our  top-sel l i n g  burn- in and demag netisation  d i sc 

is a must-have for a ny CD or DVD-based system .  

Price: £ 1 4.95 

Tra nsform you r  du sty LPs  w i th  th is  c lass ic wet 

c lea n i ng system .  H i g h ly recom mended .  

Price: £44.95 

-

LAST Stylus Cleaner 

Discs sou nd better and  a re l ess l i ke ly to be 

da maged if  you r  sty lus  i s  comp lete ly c lea n .  

Price: £ 1 9.95 
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ANALOGU E  ACCESSORIES 

Cardas 1 80g Freq uency Sweep LP 

Clearaud io  Stroboscopic Test Record 

Clearaud io  Stroboscopic L ight  

Cleara u d i o  Deluxe Bubble Level 

Clearaud io  Clever Record C l amp 

Clearaud io  Quadra Record C l amp 

C lea r l i gh t  Aud io ( R DC) Record Puck 

KAB Strobe D i sc & L ight 

Loricraft Record Mat 

Miche l l  E ng i neer ing Record C lamp 

Miche l l  Un iversal Dust  Cover 

M iche l l  Tech no Weight 

M i lty Zerostat 

Mob i le  F ide l ity GeoDisc 

Ortofon T Force Track ing Force Gauge 

Pebb les 'The Weig ht' Rega Modificat ion 

Po l a ri s  P lus Sty lus  A l i gn ment Gauge 

Pro·Ject Bubble Level 

R ing mat's How to Set Up A Tu rnta b le  

R ing mat Deve lopments The R ingmat  

R ing mat Ann iversa ry R ingmat  

Shu re Sty lus  Force Gauge 

'The Prod ucer's Cut '  Test LP 

AU DIO BOOKS 

The Complete Gu ide  To H i gh - End  Aud io 

How To Set  Up And F ine  Tu ne A Tu rnta ble 

The LP i s  Back 

Home thea tre For Everyone 

£2 1 . 95  

£24.9S 

£69.95 

£21 .9 5  

£ 1 2 .95  

£69.9S 

£54.95 

£79 .95 

£49.95 

£22 .95 

£44.95 

£67.95 

£37.SO 

£44.95 

£7.95 

£67.95 

£5 .95  

£ 1 4 .95 

El .SO 
£49 .95 

£69 .95 

£24 .95 

£24 .95 

£24.95 

£750 

£9.95 

£ 1 9 .95 

DIGITAL ACCESSORIES 

Al lsop DVD Opti m i ser/ laser Lens C leaner  

AudioPr ism CD Stop l i ght 

AVIA Home Theatre Set-Up & Ca l i bration 

A·Z CD C l i ps 

Bed i n i  Hand  He ld  Cla rifi e r  M k l l  

Compact Dynam ics CD P l u s  

Compact Dynam ics CD UpGrade 

£ 1 9 .95 

£ 1 9 .95 

£34 .95 

£7 .95 

£69 .95 

£ 1 4 .95 

£ 1 4 .95 

Oensen DeMag ic  CD f l l .95  

D i g i t a l  Video Essent ia ls  ( PAL) DVD Set-Up D isc £ 1 9 .95 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

I 

Dr. Chesky' s M a g nificent Demo Disc 

Fu rutech R0-2 D i sc Oemagnetizer 

Lase rtrack CD2000 Set-Up D i sc 

Mango Orpheus CD Crossbow Mat 

Mobi le  F ide l ity U LTRADISC CD·R (Qty 5)  

Opus3 Showcase ( H DCD)  

R ichard B lack's U.S.H . E .R .  CD 

f21.95 

£ 1 99 .95 

£ 1 9 .95 

£79 .95 

£ 1 4 .95 

£ 1 4 .95 

£14 .95 

lsoTek System Enha ncer, DeMag & Burn-In CD £ 14.95 

Order both the above d i scs for only 

R ingmat  The Statmat Mkl I 

Sound Imp rovement D isc {Mode l  1 4/ 1 5 ) 

U l tra Burn - I n  CD3000 

XLO Reference Test & Burn - In  CD 

£21 .00 

£ 1 9 .95 

£ 1 7.95 

£24.95 

£24.95 

CARE/ CLEANING PRODUCTS 

Al l sop Carbon Edge laser lens C leaner  

A l l sop CD & DVD Fast  Wi pes 

A l l sop CD Scratch Repa i r  K it 

A l l sop Radia l  CD C leaner  

C learaud io  Carbon F i b re Record Brush 

DeoxlT Contact C leaner (200ml )  

Go ld r i ng  Exstatic Del uxe Record Brush  

Go ldr ing Exstatic Record Sleeves 

Knosti Di sco Antistat Record Cleaner 

Okk i  Nokk i  Vacu um Record Cleaner 

l'Art du Son Record Cleaner ( 5 litre) 

Last Al l -Pu rpose Record C leaner 

Last Record Preservative 

Last Stylus Cleaner 

Last Stylast Sty lus  Treatment 

Lyra SPT Styl us  Cleaner 

£ 1 4 .95 

£4 .95 

£ 1 2 .95 

£ 1 0.95 

£ 1 3 .95  

£ 1 3 .95  

£ 1 4 .95 

£ 1 1 .95  

f44.95 

£225 .00 

f27.95 

£39 .95 

£39 .95 

f19.95 

£29.95 

£24.95 

Nagaoka Antistatic Record Inner Sleeves (50) £ 1 4.95 

Nordost Eco 3 Stat ic I n h i b itor Spray 

Onzow Zerodust Sty lus Tip C leaner 

Optr ix  CD C leaner & Clar iTier  

ProGo ld Contact Enha ncer { ProGo ld 20m l )  

Un branded I n ne r  S l eeves (Qty 1 00) 

VPI H W 1 6 .5 Record C lean ing  Mach i n e  

Walker Aud i o  Supe r  Si lver Treatment 

£24.95 

£29.95 

£ 1 6 .95 

£ 1 3 .9 5  

£24.95 

£475.00 

£59.95 

ISOLATION RACKS AND CONES 

Clear l ight Audio RDC Aspekt Rack B lack 4 Shelf £549 .95 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 

CHOI 
Clear l ight  Aud io RDC 1 Cones (Qty 4) 

Clearl ight Audio RDC 2 Cones (Qty 4) 

Clearlight Audio RDC Cone Cups (Qty 4)  

Clea r l i ght  Aud io RDC 3 Cones (Qty 4) 

Clear l ight Aud io RDC 5 Cones (Qty 4 )  

C lear l i ght  Aud io RDC Combi Base  (Qty 4) 

Clear l ight Aud io RDC SPP P latform 

IXOS Sorbothane  Feet (Qty 4) 

Nordost Pu l sa r  Poi nts (Al um i n i um )  (Qty 4) 

Spectra l Focu l pods Support Systems (Qty 4) 

Spectra l Po l i pods Support Systems (Qty 8) 

Townshend 3 D Se ism ic  I so lat ion P latform 

Voodoo A IRT£K (430x3 60mm/20kg)  

£39 .95 

£ 2 9 . 9 5  

£ 1 9.95 

£44.95 

£ 1 9 .95 

£49.95 

E 1 09 .95 

£ 1 9 .95 

£54.95 

£ 1 4 .95 

£ 1 4 .95 

£234 .95 

£234.95 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

MAINS CABLES AND CONDITIONERS 

l soTek P rem ium Ma i n s  Ca b le  ( l . SM )  

lsoTek E l ite Ma ins  Cab l e  { 1 . SM )  

lsoTek Opti mum Ma ins  Cab l e  ( l . SM )  

Nordost Sh iva Ma ins  Cab l e  (2 .0M)  

£49 .95 

£79.95 

£ 1 29 .95 

£220.00 

Nordost V ishnu Ma ins  Cab le (2 .0M) £450.00 

Nordost Brahma Reference Ma ins  Cable (2.0M) £895.00 

Nordost Va lha l l a  Reference Ma ins  Ca b le  (2 .0M) £ 1 7 50.00 

Fu rutech U lt i mate Rhod i u m  Fuse 

Fu rutech FI· 15 IEC Connector (24ct Go ld )  

Fu rutech F l · l l  Round Bodied I EC  (24ct Go ld )  

£32 . 50  

£ 1 9 .95  

£29 .95  

Furutech FI·  1363 I EC Con nec.tor (24ct G o l d )  £ 5 9 . 9 5  

lsoTek l soP l ug  

lsoTek NeoP lug  

lsoTek G i i  So l  us  

lsoTek G i i  M u l ti-4-Way 

lsoTek G i i  M u lt i -6-Way 

lsoTek G i i  Mu l ti -8-Way 

lsoTek G i i  Gem i n i -6-Way (d i stri but ion stri p) 

£29 .95  

£49 .95  

£295 .00 

£ 1 55.00 

£ 1 85 .00 

£220.00 

£2 60.00 

lsoTek G i i  M i n i  Su b/Vis ion £495 .00 / £549.00 

lsoTek G i i  Titan £ 1 4 2 5  00 

lsoTek Gi i  Nova £ 1 495 .00 

Kemp E lectron ics Power Stri p 4-Way £324.95 

Kemp E lectron ics Power Stri p 6-Way £375 .95 

Kemp E l ectron i cs Power Stri p 8-Way £424.95 

Nordost THOR by l soTek 

V. 0 .H .  Po la rity Tester 

WattGate 320  I EC  Connecto r ( B lack) 

WanGate 3201 H C  ( 1 6Amp)  

£ 1 595 .00 

£ 1 7.50 

£ 1 8 .95 

£28 .95 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
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Name: 

Address: 

Postcode: Tel: 

Cheque/ postal order enclosed for E ___ made paya b le  to Cho ice B its. 

Or p lease charge my Visa/Masterca rd/Amex/Switch Ca rd numbe r: 

D O D D  D O D D  D O D D  D O D D  D O D  S ignature ______ _ 

Va l i d  From Exp i res 

How to order: 

S imp ly  complete this order fo rm. fi l l in you r  deta i l s  and send 
it  to: P.O. Box 5996, Newbury RG20 4XH 
Alternatively: Give us a ca l l  on  0870 240 7 2 2 8  
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Order online: www.choice bits.co .uk  
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UK postage: 

Postage i s  £2 .00 for the fi rst item and  f l .00 thereafter. 
All Prices i nc lude VAT at  1 7.5% 
European/ International sales: 

Overseas sales a re welcome - p lease ca l l  fo r a postage 
quotat ion.  Sales outs ide  the EU a re VAT excl us ive. 

This service is operated by hififorsale.com Ltd (registered address) trading as Choice Bits under license from Future Publishing Ltd. Your order will be fulfi1ed by hififorsale. 
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A. 

YOU R  DETAILS 

N a m e  ____________ � 

Ad d ress ____________ _ 

E m a i l  a d d ress 
Ca rd n u m ber  -----------

Exp i ry date ___________ _ 

S ignatu re ___________ _ 

SEND YOU R  ORDER TO 
U K  READERS:  

H i - F i  Choice back issues, 

F R E E POST 854900, Somerton, 

Somerset, TA 1 1  GBR 

OVERSEAS READERS 

Hi-Fi  Cho ice back issu es, 

Cary Cou rt, Somerton, 

Some rset, TA 1 1  6TB, UK 

WHICH ISSUE(S) DO YOU REQUI RE? 

MONTH & YEAR ISS U E  N U M B E R  AMOUNT 

HOW WILL YOU BE PAYING? 

M a ke chequ es/POs paya b le  CHEQUE 

to Futu re Pub l i sh ing Ltd . �����:�ARD 

( PLEASE T ICK RE LEVANT BOX) 
VISA 
POSTAL ORDER  

HOW MUCH WILL IT COST? 
UK £4.00 (per issue) , Overseas £6.95 (per issue) 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

BACK ISSUES 
Back issues a re ava i l a b l e  by ma i l  order  (as 
long as stocks rema i n ) .  They cost ES .95 
(UK), £6.95 ( E u rope) or  £7.95 ( rest of the 
wor ld ) .  Both pr ices i nc l ude  p&p .  You ca n 
order by phone on 0870 837 47 73 - we 
accept Masterca rd and Visa cred it cards, 
and Maestro debit ca rds. Alternatively, send 
a cheque or  PO made paya b le  to Futu re 
Pu b l i s h i ng  Ltd . P l ease fi l l  i n  you r  deta i l s  on 
the l eft of th i s  form. 

ORDER A REVIEW REPRINT 
If you ' re i nterested in an HFC review of an  
o lder  component and  the back  i s sue  has  
so ld  out, we ca n usua l ly send photocopies 
of i n d iv i dua l  reviews to a ny UK  address 
fo r a f lat fee ( i n c. p&p) of ES  per review. 
You must know i n  wh ich issue the ori g i n a l  
review appeared; we  a re unab l e  to  sea rch 
back issues for old reviews. 

Pl ease send a written request, enc los i ng  
a cheque for E6 made paya b le to  Futu re 
Pu b l i s h i ng  Ltd , to: 
H i-F i  Cho ice Repri nt Servi ce, 
Futu re Pu b l i sh i ng ,  2 Ba l co m be Street, 
London ,  NWl  6NW 

PLEASE N OTE: TH I S  SERVICE IS O N LY FOR 
OTH ERWISE UNOBTAI NABLE REVI EWS 

ISSUE 267 ISSUE 268 

ISSUE 273 ISSUE 274 

ISSUE 279 ISSUE 280 

Why not subscribe 
to Hi·Fi Choice? 

T H E  E S S E N T I A L  H I - F I  G U I D E  
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See page 80 for 
more details . . .  

j u l y  2006 J H I - F I  CHO ICE  85  



t h e  
I nterest Free C redit  I C redit  Ter m s  I Part Exc h a n g e  2 George Street - H e d o n  - H u l l  - E a s t  Yo rks h i re - H U  1 2  8J H .  

Dedicated 2-c h a n n e l  & H o m e  C i n e m a  S u ites I H o m e  D e m o n strati o n s  Te l - 0 1 482 89 1 3 75 We b - www.thea u d ioroom.co. u k  

ii·------·-

:. CM ! (NEW) 

:. XT SERIES (NEW) 

r . · . M1Nl THEATRE SERIES 



Hl·FICHOICE 
BUYER'S BIBLE 



CD PLAYERS 
Audio disc players for music only 

® Desp ite the  e m e rgence of 

new fo rmats a n d  the  

resu rgence of a n  o l d  one 

(v i nyl ) ,  CD i s  sti l l  the  k ing  of  

fo rmats i f  you req u i re b readth of 

cho i ce. And desp ite the  fact that  

oth e r  so u rces w i l l  p l ay CDs,  i f  you 

wa nt to hear  yo u r  d i scs at  the i r  

best, t he re's l i tt l e  su bstitute fo r a 

ded i cated CD p l aye r. 

I t 's  a l so the  most e n d u ri n g  

fo rmat o n  t h e  m a rket. Desp ite 

h i g h - reso l ut i on  co nte n d e rs l i ke 

SACD a n d  DVD-A u d i o ,  noth i n g  

h a s  been a b l e  t o  u nd e rm i n e  t h i s  

u n iversa l ly popu l a r  fo rmat.  

C D  p l aye rs work by rea d i n g  a 

stream of l s  a n d  Os off a d i sc that 

s p i n s  at a consta nt ly cha n g i n g  

speed (to cou nteract the  

i n crea s i n g  l e ngth of ' g roove ' ) .  Th i s  

b i tstrea m i s  then  d i g i ta l l y 

fi l te red before u nd e rg o i n g  

d i g i ta l -to-a n a l o g u e  conve rs i on  i n  

t h e  DAC ( D-to-A conve rto r) .  

Thereafter, the s i g n a l  i s  fi l tered 

aga i n  befo re be i n g  a m p l i f ied a n d  

sent t o  the  output  sockets. 

The p rocesses of rea d i n g  the d i sc 

a n d  conve rti n g  the d ata a re 

somet i mes s p l i t  betwee n  a CD 

tra nsport a n d  sepa rate DAC i n  

so-ca l l ed two-box p l aye rs .  A 

popu l a r  a p p roach with  ve ry 

h i g h -end  k it ,  t h i s  sepa rates the  

e l ectro n i ca l ly no i sy e l e m e nts fro m 

the sens i t ive a n a l o g u e  stag es, but  

ca n i ntrod uce t i m i n g  e rrors known 

a s  j i tter, t he refo re o n e-box p l aye rs 

u sua l ly offe r best resu lts whe re 

b u d g et is a cons i de rat i o n .  

SUPER AUDIO CD 
SACD or Super Audio CD is a re latively new a udio-only format i ntrod uced 

by Sony a n d  Ph i l i ps. It offers h i g her  resol ution t h a n  CD in the form of 

considera b ly g reater ba ndwidth a n d  i m p roved dyn a m i c  ra nge. It a l so h a s  

6C\ t h e  potenti a l  for u ncom pressed su rro u n d  s o u n d  us ing  u p  t o  s i x  

� c h a n nels ,  a n d  most new d i scs ta ke advantage of th is. SACD d i scs a re 

""'"""'0"" u s u a l l y  hybrids a nd w i l l  p lay on norma l CD p layers, but you won't be 

a b l e  to a p p reciate the ir  h i g hest q u a l ity or the ir  m u lticha n ne l  ca p a b i l ity 

without an SACD-com pati b le  p layer. Some SACD p l ayers a l so p lay DVD a n d  

even DVD-Audio - these a re l i sted i n  o u r  D V D  section.  

8 Cambridge AurlK> [ J 
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WHAT'S A DAC? 

A DAC or d i g i ta l -to-a n a l o g u e  conve rtor is a 

fu n d a menta l  p a rt of a ny CD p l ayer a n d  converts 

the d i g its read  fro m the d i sc i nto an a n a l og u e  

m us i c  wavefo rm w h i ch i s  a m p l i f ied t o  l i n e l eve l .  

WHY HAVE SEPARATE TRANSPORTS & DACS? 
D i scs a re read  by a tra nsport or d i sc d rive, w h i ch 

creates rad i o  fre q u e n cy ' n o i se' .  Sepa rat i n g  the  

DAC m e a n s  the  conve rs i o n  ca n be d o n e  with l ess 

i nterfe rence.  

CAN I USE AN OUTBOARD DAC WITH 
MY INTEGRATED CD PLAYER? 

Yes, if it has  a d i g ita l output - a n d  most do .  

DO I NEED DIGITAL CABLES FOR A CD PLAYER? 
No.  A l l  a n a l o g u e  ca b l es a re su i ta b l e  fo r 

co n necti n g  a CD p l ayer to a n  a m p . D i g it a l  spec if ic  

ca b l es w ith  7 5 o h m s  i m pe d a n ce a re usefu l w h e n  

con necti n g  the  p l aye r t o  a d i g ita l reco rde r  o r  DAC. 

WHAT IS OVERSAMPLING/UPSAMPLING? 

Oversa m p l i n g  i nvolves m u lt i p lyi ng the sa m p l i n g  

freq uency b y  a w h o l e  n u m ber, u su a l ly between  fou r  

a n d  3 2 ,  but someti mes h i ghe r, a n d  i s  des igned l et 

the DAC to work i n  a more l i near  fash ion .  

Upsa m p l i ng is  where the  data strea m is  stretched 

out by i nterpo lat ion and i s  typ ica l ly used to refer 

to l a rge cha nges i n  sa m p l i n g  rate such as from 

44.l kHz to 1 9 2 kHz. 

CAN I PLAY SACDS ON A NORMAL CD PLAYER? 

Yes. The vast majo r ity of SAC D d i scs a re hybr ids ,  

w ith  a CD laye r that  a l l  CD p l aye rs ca n rea d .  

CAN I PLAY DVDS ON A CD PLAYER? 

No ,  the  sa me  a p p l i es  to DVD-As. B u t  you ca n p l ay 

CDs a n d  DVD-As on n o rm a l  DVD p l aye rs .  

Cam bridge Audio Azu r  640C v2 £ 2 5 0  Cyrus CD8x f 1 ,000 
The old 640( was a fantastic low-cost CD player, and  its new 'v2' replacement is even 

better - an extraordi nar i ly graceful and  dynamic-sounding p layer for the money. 
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The latest diminutive CD spinner  from Cyrus is an  absolute stormer. Hig h ly detai led andj 
supremely musical, it's more than a match for many more outwardly exotic machi nes. 
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CD PLAYERS 
SPECIFICATIONS 

� 0 8 1\1 � ;,-; 2i � � � 6 ;; � 8 l'l l'l � ffi !';; "' 
� � § 8 8 0 e � j!J 8 R "' "' � � � § "l � S3 

Audio-only CD and SAGO players 
BADGE? PRODUCT COMMENTS 

UP T0 £1.000 

D Arcam DiVA CD73T 400 Refined and articu late , smooth and dynamic - a finely judged balance for budget to mid- price systems • • • • 247 

D + 
Arcam DiVA CD1 92 850 Beautifu l ly  bu i lt, wel l  featured player with clear, open and involvi ng sound • • • • 264 

D Cambridge Azu r  640C v2 250 Does most things extremely well and has a remarkably good sense of poise for the money • • 274 

D Consonance CD 1 20 795 Fine periormance in al l  areas with the possible exception of sl ight treble harshness • • 269 

D Cyrus CD6s 650 Small , effi cient and cheerfu l ,  with ple nty of energy and just the smal lest lack of deta i l  • • 276 

D Cyrus CD8x 1 , 000 Impressive mix of deta i l ,  musical ity, analysis and appearance Even better with the PSX-R power suppy (£400) • • 270 

D Exposure 201 0 S 599 Highly communicative sounds with good bass, though not always the most analytical • • • 264 

D Nairn CD5i 825 As id iosyncratic as ever, but sonical ly the CD5i is the defi n itive p layer at the pr ice • 259 

EJ Rega Apollo 500 Outstanding top- loader has sweet, clean top end that makes voices magical and difficult discs l istenable • • • 279 

D Roksan Kandy Mkl l lD 650 Clean, t idy and expressive player - a more than worthwh i le improvement on previous versions 259 

D Sony SCD-XA3000ES 800 A good, i f  not truly great, a l l - rounder with CD and f ine mult i-channel SAGO performance • • • • • • 276 

ABOVE £1.000 

D Arcam CD36 1 , 200 Fine deta i l ,  extension, dynamics and neutral ity: 'bland' or ' honest' according to l istener taste i • • • • 280 

Audia Fl ight CD One 4 , 500 Sumptuously bui l t  toploader capable of real world dynamics with great record ings .  Two dig ital in puts • • 269 

[ill Audio Research Ref CD 7 8 , 000 Top of the CD playing tree, with a sound as open and musical ly accompl ished as you ' l l  ever f ind from the format • • • 279 

D Copland CDA823 1 , 750 Don't let the la id-back character fool you · this player has plenty of i nsight too • • • 280 

Creek Destiny 1 , 200 Our l isteners fai led to connect int imately with this player, though essentials al l  seem excel lent • • • • 280 

D Cyrus CD XVDAC X 1 , 900 Greater resolve than the single box competit ion, and DAC X has six dig ital in puts for whole system conversion • • • • 279 

[ill Krel l  SACD Standard 4 ,244 A land mark SACD player and an excel lent CD player at what by Kre l l  standards is a relatively affordable price • • • • 251 

D Marantz SA- 1 5 S1 1 , 200 Some inconsistency over imag ing ,  but enjoyable performance, strong on detai l  • • • • 276 

Meridian GO? 1 , 595 Im maculately conceived and executed player with a sottly- spoken voice. Needs careful system matching • • • • 259 

[ill Meridian 808i Signature 8 ,250 Stu nn ing CD player with  added preamp functions. Versatile and qu ite de l ightfu l • • • • • 263 

D Myryad MXC6000 1 , 400 A highly l i stenable player with excel lent tonal balance and very f ine detail • • 270 

El Nairn CD5x 1 ,450 Unique design nicely complements a sophisticated and highly capable performance • 280 

[ill Nairn CDX2 2 , 800 Fine qual ity one-box CD player, but its best feature is upgradeab 1 l ity via outboard XPS supply • 238 

Primare CD31 1 , 500 A well made player that may not appeal to timing freaks but does lovely things with large musical forces • • • • 270 

[ill Resolution Audio Opus 2 1  2 ,850 Dynamic, wel l  timed and 3D performance with an analogue vo lume control and dig ital input for a second source • • 244 

Roksan Caspian M Series-1  1 ,  1 00 The newly tweaked Caspian re mains a smooth,  cohesive and i nformative player • • • 278 

El Sugden CD21 SE 1 ,395 Del ivers its particularly musical touch bri l l iantly and warrants the attention of all tnue music lovers • 271 

D Shanl ing CD- T1 00 1 , 650 Stunn ing- looking player that otters various operating modes: i n  any, sound is clear and assured • • 270 

El T+A CD1 230R 1 , 500 Fi lter options make this a player for al l  tastes, aided by top qual ity engi neering • 280 

[ill Wadia 302 3 , 999 A dynamic and gripping player, with bass to d ie for and resolution to change your l isten ing habits • • • • 253 

[ill Wad ia 861 se 9 , 995 Stu nn ing player with a fu l l  d ig ital preamp and an a l l - reveal ing sound that ' l l  keep you up all n ight 256 

Ji Q l 'fi :1 �I SACD COMPATIBLE Plays h igh-resolution SACD discs in m u ltichannel and/or two-channel mode. ELEC DIGITAL OUTPUT Electrical coaxial output for d ig ital connection to a DAC or dig ital recorder. 

OPT DIGITAL OUTPUT Optical Tosl ink output for d ig ital connection to a OAC or dig ital recorder. CO-RW COMPATIBLE Wil l  play CD-AW (rewritable) discs, most CO players can cope with CD-Rs.  

CD TEXT Wil l  display a lbum and track titles from inserted disc. BAL ANALOGUE OUT Balanced XLR output connections for s im i larly equipped ampl ifiers. 

HEADPHONE SOCKET Quarter inch (6.3mm) headphone jack fitted to the CO player. VARIABLE OUTPUT Player features both lixed level and variable, volume adjustable outputs. 

< r > r  ·1 "·"-' • • 
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Copland CDA8 2 3  £ 1 , 7 5 0  

14 >I 

Resolution Audio O p u s  21 £ 2 , 8 5 0  
This distinguished, yet minimalist Scandinavian CD player combines a real ear for detai l 

with full-scale dynamics and  an effortless musica l style. A genuine hi-fi star. 

This p layer is king of subtlety. Outwa rdly, the music sounds dynamic and  well-sca led, but 

it's the level of inner  detai l  resolved here that is truly outstanding .  
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DVD PLAYERS 
Disc players for audio and video 

® DVD has proved a p h e n o m e n a l  

su ccess i n  co m m erci a l  terms a n d  h a s  

v i rtu a l ly exti n g u i shed the  m a rket fo r 

budget CD p l ayers - you ca n 't rea l ly beat a 

m u lt i fo rmat  p l ayer when  it comes to 

featu res.  Ea r l y  DVD p l aye rs were not 

pa rt icu l a r ly good CD s p i n ne rs beca use of 

the  eno rmous  a m o u nt of R F  i n te rference 

p rod uced by v ideo c i rcu its, but  as th i s  

p ro b l e m  has  been  i d e nt if ied m a n u factu rers 

have beg u n  to tack le  it. Nowadays, most 

DVD p l aye rs a re com pete nt CD p l ayers a n d  

a few a re ve ry good - often as not they a re 

the  ones that p l ay DVD-Au d i o  d i scs as we l l .  

The g reat advantage o f  DVD i s  that  it 

offe rs suffi c i ent  capac i ty to h o l d  a featu re 

l e n gth movie or m us i c  concert and d i screte 

m u l t i ch a n ne l  so u n d  on a d i sc the s ize of a 

CD.  I n  the  case of p l a i n  DVD-V ideo  d i scs, 

the a u d i o  i s  e n coded in e i the r  the Do l by 

D i g ita l or DTS fo rmat,  both of w h i c h  use 

' l ossy' co m p ress i on  to fit the  a u d i o  onto the  

d i sc a l ongs i de  the  v ideo  data .  You ca n use 

a DVD p l aye r w ith  yo u r  ste reo system by 

con necti n g  the  stereo outputs, tho u g h  t h i s  

won 't g ive the  s u rro u n d  sou n d  benefits that  

the  fo rmat spec i a l i ses i n .  

DVD-AUDIO 
DVD-Audio is a h ig h-resol ution format that 

offers m u lticha n nel ,  stereo and Dolby Dig ita l 

tracks on ded icated DVD-A d iscs. The d iscs 

��111!!1� can be pl ayed on any DVD p layer, but the 

..-� ..... CD-beati ng h i gh-fidel ity sound ca n only 

be a ppreciated with a DVD-A player. 

Wh i le  offeri ng s i m i l a r  benefits to SACD, it 

has the advantage of on-screen d isplay for 

information - lyrics, i mages a nd so on. To save 

you having to decide which format to go for, a 

few bra nds a re br inging out u n iversa l p layers 

to cover SACD a nd DVD-A, a longside CD a nd 

DVD-Video - a  neat a n d  rel atively futu re proof 

route i nto h ig h-resol ution m u ltich a n nel music. 

H igher-end models featuring h ig h-ba ndwidth 

com pati b le d ig ita l  a ud i o  l i n ks a re now a lso 

a ppea ring, enha ncing DVD-A/ SACD sound 

when used with s i m i l a rly eq u i pped a m ps. 

CONNECTIONS 

WHICH AUDIO OUTPUTS 

GIVE THE BEST QUALITY? 

Use the  a n a l o g u e  outputs 

fo r CD ,  DVD-A a n d  SAC D, 

and the  coax i a l  d i g it a l  output  

fo r DTS and D o l by D i g ita l 

movie sou ndtracks .  

WHICH VIDEO OUTPUTS 

GIVE THE BEST QUALITY? 

The best co n n ect i o n  i s  

co m po n e nt v ideo c lose ly  

fo l l owed by RG B Sca rt, w h i c h  

i s  c l e a r l y  su peri o r  t o  S-v ideo 

and  the  bas i c  com posite 

v ideo o pti o n .  

D O  I NEED A MULTICHANNEL 

AMP TO USE A DVD PLAYER? 

O n l y  if you wa nt to hea r  m us i c  

a n d  mov ie  sou ndtracks i n  

m u l t i ch a n n e l  s u rro u n d .  DVD 

p l aye rs ca n be used with  ste reo 

a m ps a n d  J U St two spea kers to 

g reat effect, but  you ' l l  o n ly get 

ste reo ,  not s u rro u n d  sou n d .  

D O  I NEED PROGRESSIVE 

SCAN VIDEO? 

It's worthwh i l e  for the  ve ry best 

p i ct u re q u a l i ty, but m a ke s u re 

you r  DVD p l aye r  a n d  d i s p l ay 

device su pport PAL p rog ressive. 

3!'l'l'!liilm -t- SCART 

CON N ECTIONS: 

These a re a 

good-q u a l ity 

option for video, 

especi a l ly ones 

that output RGB. 

ANALOGU E  AU DIO OUTPUTS: For DIGITAL OUTPUTS: 

stereo and m u ltic h a n n e l  con nections. For D o l by Dig ita l ,  

use these for  best results with DTS and PCM 

DVD-Au dio ,  SACD and CD. a u d i o  b itstreams.  

VIDEO CONNECTIONS: Ye l l ow sockets a re com posite; red, 

g reen and blue sockets a re for component which g ives best 

resu lts. whi le the b lack m u lt i p i n  socket is S-Video, which sits 

q u a l itatively between the two. 
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Our favourite o BEST BUY [ill EDITOR'S CHOICE 

DVD PLAYERS 
SPECIFICATIONS 

Aud ioNideo disc p layers 

BADGE? PRODUCT COMMENTS 

UP T0 £1.000 

D Arcam DiVA DV78 700 Imagine al most al l of the DV88 Plus at a knock-down price. Top picture and sound periormance for the money 

D Denon DVD - 1 920 250 Respectable ( if  unexciting) and flexible audio player, but something of a star from its HDMI equipped upsampl ing video subsystem 

D Denon OV0-291 0 600 Denon's entry-level un iversal player l ives in the shadow of the '391 0 ,  especial ly on CO, but 1s a f ine overal l  model 

D Marantz DV7600 600 A m id-market cracker, with sound and picture qual ity that generally exceeds expectation 

D Onkyo OV-SP503E 300 Budget Onkyo u n iversal player 1s a straig htforward Pioneer based implementation , which performs well with audio and video 

D Ph i l ips OVP9000S 400 Ph i l ips proves it hasn't lost its touch with mid market DVD players. Includes SAGO and HOMI for qual ity video, and it's a star 

Sony DVP-NS91 OOES 1 ,000 Video playback is  foremost, with the il ink del ivering sign ificantly better sound than the analogue cou nterparts 

D Yamaha DVD-S2500 700 Universal player, s l ightly stronger with video than audio, but well turned out with a wide range of analogue and dig ital i n  and outputs 

ABOVE £1,000 

D Arcam FMJ DV29 1 , 600 An excel lent DVD player, very f ine with both CO and DVD-Audio m usic d iscs and superb in its video role 

Cyrus DVDS 1 , 200 An impressive step up from the DVD?+, which includes component video outputs 

[ill De non DVD-A 1 XV 2 , 500 Sophisticated un iversal player with state of the art video processi n g ,  high class disc replay, especial ly SAGO 

[ill Linn Unidisk SC 2 , 995 Groundbreaking un iversal p layer with bui l t- in preampl ifier, with excel lent picture for home cinema and sound for h i -fi 

D Marantz OV9600 1 , 500 With excel lent, next-generation picture and impressive sound qual ity on CO and SACD,  this sets a very high standard to beat 

[ill Meridian G98AH 3,625 Meridian's most wide ly  compatible G-Series DVD player - groundbreaking DVD-Audio replay and a f ine CD player too 

[ill Nairn DVDS 2 , 565 Naim's f irst DVD player is a real success, notable  for its class- leading sound with CD and (optional) mu lt ichannel DVD-Audio 

D T+A SACD 1 245 R 2 , 000 Dedicated stereo only/SACD/CO player avoids the usual compromises It does a l im ited JOb, but it does it with fine fidel ity 

[ill Townshend TA 565 CD 3 , 000 A universal machine that excels with music and is qu ite exceptional with good o l '  stereo CO 

fi i Hi :1! I DVD-A COMPATIBLE Plays h igh-resolution DVD-A discs in two and m u ltichannel modes. SACD COMPATIBLE Plays h igh-resolution SACD discs in two and m ultichannel modes. 
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ELEC DIGITAL OUTPUT Electrical coaxial output for d ig ital connection to a mu ltichannel ampl if ier or receiver. OPT DIGITAL OUTPUT Optical Tosl ink output for d ig ital connection to a mu ltichannel ampl if ier or receiver. 

HEADPHONE SOCKET Quarter inch (6.3mm) headphone jack fitted to the DVD player. 

Phi l i ps DVP9000S £400 Marantz DV7 600 £600 
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An attractive and  well designed DVD pi<lyer with a great picture and good CD/SACD sound. A universal pl<iyer that's strong with al l  formats, i ncludi ng  music on CD/SACD/DVD-A. 

Arcam FMJ DV2 9 f 1 , 600 
Arcam 's best DVD p layer yet - a world-cl<iss, H DMI-equipped audio/video feast. 

Meridian G 9 8 A H  £3 , 6 2 5 l A digital tour de force - as exceptional  with both audio and  video as you'd expect. 

H FC "Best Buy" 
HFC "Product of the Year" 

Cal l  us to l isten .  
te l :  0 1 480 457300 
www.avid h ifi . co . u k  
Contact us for your nearest dealer 
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VINYL 
Turn tables, ca rtridges a n d  phono stages 

Goldring 
G R2 £ 2 6 5  

� Reco rd p l ayers or tu rnta b l es ZJ offe r the d i g ita l revol ut ion 

se rious  com petit ion when it 

comes to sou n d  q u a l ity. Even a 

modest mode l  ca n turn mus i ca l  

tr icks that most CD p l aye rs strugg l e  

w i th .  Some  ca l l  it v i nyl warmth, bu t  

i n  rea l i ty it's a l a ck  of d i g ita l 

h a rd n ess that m a kes the fo rmat so 

enga g i ng .  True, the softwa re 

req u i res a b i t  more ca re, but  even a 

knackered LP is more p l aya b l e  than  

a scratched CD .  

Record p l aye rs a re made of  th ree, 

perh a ps fou r, fu nda menta l  pa rts. 

The tu rnta b l e  is  the p l i nth a n d  

p latter, usua l ly a l so conta i n i ng the 

moto r and a ny suspens ion system .  

A to nea rm s i ts o n  the  p l i nth and  

a l l ows the  ca rtri d g e  to  trace the  

v i ny l  g roove by p ivoti n g  o r  p a ra l l e l  

track i ng ove r t h e  reco rd . The 

ca rt ri dge  conta i n s the means  of  

t u rn i ng the  mech a n i ca l  m ovement  

of the g roove wa l l  i nto an  

e l ectrica l s i g n a l .  

A fou rth e lement i s  a n  a m p  

ded icated t o  t h e  d e l i cate j ob  of 

a m p l ify ing  a n d  eq u a l i s i n g  the 

cartr idge's i nsu bsta nti a l  output. 

Th is  i s  ca l l ed a phono stage a n d  

ca n be fou n d  i n  so me i nteg rated 

a m p l ifi e rs a n d  prea mps, but is 

i n creasi ng ly  pu rchased sepa rately 

fo r use with l i ne-o n ly a m ps. 

There a re two types of phono 

ca rtridge :  movi ng  mag net ( M M )  

a n d  movi ng  co i l  ( M C) ,  a n d  with a 

few exceptions  the l atte r  

outperforms the former. But  MCs 

prod uce a l ower output a n d  req u i re 

better-q u a l i ty a m p l if icati on  to be 

heard at the i r  best. As a genera l  

ru le ,  MCs offe r a b roader  

bandwidth ,  g reater dyn a m ics a n d  

more deta i l ,  but the  better movi ng  

magnets do  most th i ngs  we l l  

enough  t o  d i stract you from you r  

C D  co l l ecti on .  

Hl·FICHDICE -* 

Sett i n g  u p  a tu rnta b l e  var ies fro m model  to model ,  

but  t h e  genera l pr inc ip le  is  to  leve l the p l a tter by 

a dj u sti ng the suspens ion o r, as  with s o l i d  p l a tters, 

the su rfa ce it  sits o n .  S p r u n g  suspens ions  somet imes 

req u i re a b it  of fi ne-tu n i n g  to s o u n d  t h e i r  best, but  

the pr inc ip le  is  to a c h i eve a smooth ,  p i sto n i c  bou nce. 

C a rtr idge set-u p is  eve n m o re cr it ica l ,  a s  the  a ng les  

at  w h i c h  the sty l u s  tra ces the g roove affects i ts  to n a l  

b a l a nce a nd leve l s  o f  d i storti o n .  A good a l i g n ment 

p rotractor i s  essenti a l  if you a re i nte n d i n g  to set u p  

you r  own ca rtr idge,  a s  i s  a deg ree o f  pat ience. I n  

essence, there a re two a n g l es you need to get r ig ht: 

the tra c i n g  a ng l e  a s  the c a rtr idge crosses the record 

i f  you a re look i ng  fro m a b ove, a nd the verti c a l  

tracki ng  a ng l e  (VTA),  w h i c h  is  a dj u sted by ra i s i n g  or  

lowe r i n g  the a rm base to  b r i n g  the a rm p a ra l l e l  w ith  

the record su rfa ce. 

Clearaudio 
C h a m p i o n  f l ,47 5 

Avid 
Vo lve re Seq u e l  £3 , 5 00 

This Rega-derived design is stunn ing value 

for money. Supplied with an RB250 am 

and Gold ring 1012GX cartridge, it'll blow 

most budget CD players i nto the weeds. 

I A distillation of al l  the good things from 

some of Michell's past masters, all knitted 

together bea utifully. Understated looks 

and a full-bodied soun�is a sta r. J 
Cu rrent ki ng  of acrylic, the Clea raudio 

deck, arm and ca rtridge combination 

turns i n  a beautifully well-balanced 

delivery, but choose your  support wisely. 

Avid has been one of the most impressive 

exponents of the vi nyl a rts i n  recent years, 

and  this mid-range deck is a stunn ing 

example of  ana logue engineeri ng .  
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Our favourite o BEST BUY [ill EDITOR S CHOICE 

TURNTABLES 
Record players 
BADGE? PRODUCT 

D Avid D iva 

[ill Avid Volvere Sequel 

D Clearaudio Champion 

[ill Clearaudio Ambient 

[ill EAR Disc Master 

D The Funk Firm Funk 

D Goldring GR2 

D Michel l  Tecnodec 

D Michel l  Gyro SE 

[ill Michel l  Orbe SE 

D Nottingham Analogue Horizon 

D Pro-Ject Debut SE 

D Project RPM 5 

D Pro-Ject RPM 9 x 
D Rega P3/RB300 

D Rega P5/RB700 

D Rega P7 /RB700 

EJ Rega P9/RB 1 OOO 

D Roksan Radius 5/N ima 

0 SME Model 1 OA 

[ill SME Model 20 .2A 

EJ Townshend Rock Ann iversary 

1 , 1 00 

3 ,500 

1 , 365 

4,220 

7,695 

450 

265 

767 

1 , 058 

2 ,01 5 

529 

200 

400 

1 ,000 

298 

698 

1 , 298 

2,498 

850 

3 ,41 1 

5 ,274 

4 , 900 

COMMENTS 

A solid and powertul sounding deck with f ine bu i ld ,  requ i res a smooth , relaxed cartridge for best results 

Heavyweight turntable that will deliver more of what's i n  a vinyl groove than most of the competition 

Smart, practical and good-sound ing ,  with i mpressively 'dead' arm . Isolation recommended 

Innovative use of materials leads to a fast, precise and thri l l ing sound (tonearm extra) 

Combines new 'no contact' drive technology and h igh qual ity materials to bring state of the art resolution 

You won ' t  f ind another turntable at the price that can touch the Funk for dynamics, tone colour or deta i l  

N ice ly  f in ished Rega-man ufactured deck with RB250 arm and an open,  engag ing sound qual ity 

Simple and smartly understated, performs above expectations - ful l -bodied and h igh ly detai led 

New DC motor-equi pped Gyro offers great looks and even better sound. Price inc ludes RB300 arm 

A superb turntab le ,  able to mix it with the best at v i rtual ly any price. Now features new DC motor 

A f lu id midrange and n imble but rich bass are two of the many attributes of this bargain deck (price inc RB250 arm) 

The best Debut has a qual ity cartridge and easy upgrade arm cable, it del ivers a scale, energy and resolve with ease 

33/45 

33/45 

33/45 

33/45 

33/45/78 

33/45 

33/45 

33/45 

33/45 

33/45 

33/45 

33/45 

Great looks plus an on the bal l ,  engaging sound that puts it i n  the serious leag ue, needs good isolation for best results 33/45 

A gorgeous turntable that sounds as good as it looks - vital and transparent! Price includes carbon-f ibre arm 33/45 

Updated Planar 3 ,  bu i ld ing on the strengths of the P2 with added subtl ety and detail 33/45 

Combines a great sense of t im ing with market- leading resolut ion and a phenomenal tonearm - a hard act to beat 

A h igh ly  capable player t11at could hold its own in the most exalted company - a vivid and natural performer 

Exceptional ly elegant h i -tech player with complex outboard supply, ceramic platter and wonderful RB1 OOO tonearm 

Sophisticated design with accomplished sound qual ity, excel lent imagery and good isolation (acryl ic version tested) 

Elegant and extremely capable design ,  tested here with Series V/309 hybrid arm 

Beautifu l ly bui lt ,  extremely neutral damped and suspended deck with superb sound. Inc V arm 

If you want to get to the meat and bones of the music this is a great tool for the job (price inc .  Exca l ibur  arm) 

33/45 

33/45 

33/45 

33/45 

33/45 

33/45/78 

33/45 

Our favourite o BEST BUY [ill EDITOR'S CHOICE 

PHONO CARTRIDGES 
M M  and M C  cartridges 
BADGE? PRODUCT 

D Cartridge Man MM I l l  

Grado Prestige Black 

D Grado Prestige Gold 

[ill Lyra He l 1kon 

D Sumiko Blue Point Spee Evo I l l  

D van den Hu i  MC One Special 

0 van den Hu i  Colibri XGP 

[ill van den Hu i  Condor XCM 

[ill Wilson Benesch Naked Analog 

625 

40 

1 1 0  

1 ,095 

239 

699 

2 ,699 

2 , 400 

1 , 450 

COMMENTS 

The MM Ill chal lenges MCs at twice the price, it produces deta i l ,  space and energy and has stunn ing resolve in the right arm 

Offers admirable detail and treble extension, with good bass and ambience too 

Prod uces rich. open and expansive music with the min imum of fuss 

H igh ly capable and h igh ly  neutra l ,  th is is a cartridge for al l  seasons, albeit fussy about vinyl qual ity 

H igh output MC with refinement at h igh  frequencies and a n imb le ,  articulate and reveal ing sound 

A gorgeous cartridge that's worth the price every time you hear a fami l iar  track in a whole new l ight 

Phenomenal  resolution, custom bui ld ing to suit hard and software, but needs 500 ohm loading and is vul nerable to damage 

A stunn ing cartridge with stereo imaging,  dynamics and deta i l  reso lution to die for 

With its smooth clean highs, transparent midband and nimble bass, this is a lot of performance for the money 

Our favourite o BEST BUY o EDITOR S CHOICE 

PHONO STAGES 
Phono stages 
BADGE? PRODUCT 

D Cambridge Audio 640P 

Clearaudio Smart-Phono 

[] NAO PP2 phono stage 

D Tom Evans Microgroove 

[ill Tom Evans The Groove 

D Trichord Di no/Dino+ 

60 

250 

50 

400 

1 , 800 

498 

COMMENTS 

Tested with the almost-as-good £40 540P, this remarkable phono stage brings refi nement and bass weight to budget vinyl 

Minute and very practical unit with s l ig htly bright, but very detailed and low-noise, sound 

A fine buy for turntable users on a tight budget - open tonal ity and clarity is distinctly im pressive for the money 

For dynamics and real bass extension with good tonal colour th is is the one to beat. The Plus version (£700) is even better1 

Plenty of deta i l ,  excel lent imaging and almost flawlessly neutral : a good choice for max imum information retrieval off any LP 

Relaxed yet resolute with very good image depth and natural balance, not to mention great f lexibi l ity 

SPECIFICATIONS 
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229 

268 

271 

276 
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266 

268 

239 

235 
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opt 257 
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• 201 
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l11!;l:il \:l!JlJj'f't:j\ I SPEEDS Speeds offered in rpm. SUSP SUBCHASSIS Turntables with a sprung or suspended support for the platter and arm. SWITCHABLE SPEED CHANGE Some decks requ i re manual l itting of the belt 

from one pul ley to another to change speed, but not these ones. SUPPLIED WITH ARM Deck is  suppl ied complete with tonearm - some requ i re a separate purchase in this department, but the dealer wil l  fit it for you. 

SUPPLIED WITH CARTRIDGE Scme decks are suppl ied with a starter cartridge and this 1s included in  the price shown. 

IH 1:ii;!i1!AJiJ�H'i:!j I MM Moving magnet cartridge - see amp and phono stage features to match this type. MC Moving coil cartridge - see amp and phono stage features to match this type. 

REPLACEABLE STYLUS Some cartridges have separate styli for ease of replacement, but ii compromises sound qual ity. 
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G reat M usic -
Total b l i s s !  H ow won d e rfu l to 
s it back and i m merse you rself  
i n  you r  favou rite music ,  with 
a l uxur ious  a u d i o  system that 
looks as exc it ing as it s o u n d s  -
than ks to Ita l ian crafts man s h i p, 
style and fla i r. Opera, U n ison 
Researc h ,  Aud io Analogue, 
Pathos, G RAAF - these names 
are syn onymo u s  with the 
best s o u n d  q ual ity and Ita l ian 
styl i ng and,  most i m po rtantly. 

Ital ian Style 
offer u n s u rpassed val u e  
fo r mon ey. With U K D's 
comprehens ive se lecti on of 
respected dealers aro u n d  
t h e  cou ntry yo u c a n  choose 
from a whole range of 
beautifu l h i -fi and home 
ente rtai n m e nt prod u cts 
from Italy. Contact us fo r  
yo u r  nearest reta i l e r  a n d  
start you r  very own Ita l ian 
m u s ical  j o u rney today . . .  

1 u  n o  a ogu e  • � . u  • LJ 1 ap s o n  • u r aat • H i D i a m o n d  
O p e ra • Pat h o s  • U n i s o n  Research 

T h o r o u f1 h b r e d  A u d i o  P r o d u c l s 

T h e  F i n e s t  I t a l i a n  H i - F i  

te l : 0 1 75 3  6 5 2  669 I ema i l : i nfo@ukd . co. u k  I web : www. u kd . co. u k  



RADIO TUNERS 
FM and DA B h i-fi separates 

® Rad i o  is a fa ntast ic m us i ca l  resou rce 

that's i n  d a nge r  of be i ng  taken fo r 

g ra nted , but  wh ateve r yo u r  ta stes 

the re's someone  out the re cater i n g  fo r it. I f  

you  have n 't g ot a d ecent tu n e r  hooked up  

to  yo u r  h i -fi a l ready, you ' re m i ss i n g  o u t i  

DAB o r  FM? 
D i g ita l Au d i o  B roadcast i n g  ( DAB)  i s  now 

sa id to be ava i l a b l e  to m o re than 80  per  

ce nt of the  po p u l at i on  and the  l o n g -term 

p l a n  i s  to switch p u b l i c  b roadcast i n g  ove r 

to d i g i ta l ent i re ly, but  h a rdwa re p ri ces have 

yet to co me  d own to a po i n t  whe re t h i s  

wou l d  be accepta b l e .  I ts advantages ove r 

FM i n c l u d e  h i ss-free recept i o n ,  the  

potent i a l  fo r a w ider  ra nge  of stat ions  a n d  

t h e  a b i l i ty to d i sp l ay co m p rehens ive 

p ro g ra m m i n g  i nfo rm at ion .  FM's RDS  

system m e a n s  that  stat ion  n a m e  and  

occas i on a l ly t rack t i t l e s  a re d i s p l ayed ,  but  

the ra nge  of i n format ion  i s  fa i r l y  l i m ited .  

W h e re FM sco res ove r DAB i s  i n  the  l ower 

cost of h a rdwa re and the  g reater rece pt i o n  

a rea .  I t  ca n a l so p rov ide  h i g h e r  so u n d  

q u a l i ty i f  rece pti on  co n d i t ions  a re 

favo u ra b le .  Abso l ute so u n d  q u a l ity 

j ud g e m e nts a re m u d d ied  by the fact that  

you a re l i ste n i n g  to d i ffe re nt fo rms of 

com p ress i on  a nd p rocess i n g  at the  stu d i o  

fo r each stat i o n .  

W h a t  i s  c l ea r, howeve r, i s  t h a t  the re a re 

more a n d  m o re rad i o  stati ons  b roadcast i n g  

o n  DAB t h a t  a ren 't ava i l a b l e  o n  F M .  So i f  

it 's va ri ety of p rog ra m m i n g yo u ' re afte r, 

they have a l ot to offe r. 

RECEPTION 
The q u a l ity of s i g n a l  yo u feed a tuner  w i l l  

d i ctate its so u n d  q u a l ity. So serious  FM 
l i steners s h o u l d  get  a decent extern a l  aeri a l  

a n d  co n n ect it with as  few j u ncti ons a n d  

sp l its as  poss i b l e. Every t i m e  you s p l it the 

cable ( ie ta ke a feed for a nother  tuner) you 

h a lve s ig n a l  strength ! With DAB the same 

a p p l ies but get a DAB-specific a e ri a l .  See 

www. bbc.co. u k/ d i g ita l ra d i o  for deta i l s. 

Our favourite o BEST BUY 83 EDITOR'S CHOICE 

TUNERS 
FM & DAB HI-F I  SEPARATES 
BADGE' PROOUCT COMMENTS 

FM TUNERS 
D Creek T50 550 Very fine results indeed with precision, pol ish and insight added to excel lent basics 

D Denon TU-260L II 1 30 The return of the al l -t ime favourite, now enhanced with RDS and sounding as f ine as ever 

[ill Magnum Dynalab MD 90T 1 ,  1 95 No remote or presets as standard, manual everything and valves . . .  but its sound is s imply subl ime 

[ill Magnum Dynalab MD 1 02 2 ,200 Su perb remote control analogue FM tuner del ivers a superbly transparent sound that makes rad io fun 

D NAD C422 1 80 Admi rably free of rough ness or other obvious nasties. with just a s l ight lack of clarity 

D Primare T21 600 A very fine tuner - bass and treble are both wel l  extended and deta i l  is excel lent 

D Rega Radio 3 398 Unpretentious un it which does what it claims, very wel l .  Unusually f ine FM sound in al l  areas 

Ratel RT-02 279 A h igh ly competent tuner which always sounds appeal ing and fuss-free 

DAB TUNERS 

D Arcam DiVA DT91 450 As gocd as any on DAB, with serviceable FM,  this one-box solution offers gocd bu i ld and value 

D Cambridge Audio DAB500 1 50 Very gocd sound, p lus optional response tweaks, and sl ickest operation yet 

Cambridge Azur 640T 200 Sl ightly ahead of the pack in DAB performance, though FM is never better than decent 

D Denon TU-1 800DAB 250 DAB reception is as good as any and FM performance clearly benefits from Denon's long experience 

Pure Dig ital DRX-70 1 ES 250 A good i ntroduction to DAB - fine value and s imple to use 

Pure Dig ital DRX-702ES 330 Very flexible DAB (inc L-band) and FM tuner. DAB is  good, FM a touch disappointing 

Sony ST-SDB900 200 Nicely designed UK-tuned model is a touch bright with both DAB and FM but general ly insighttul and clear 

Denon TU 2 60 L  I I  f 1 3 0  
The benchmark for all other budget FM/ AM 

tuners, with great sound and features. 

Denon TU- 1 8 00 DAB f 2 5 0  
Combines DAB with FM/AM reception and 

good a ll-rour.d design at a tempti ng price. 

Creek TS O f 5 5 0  
A thorough ly accomplished AM/FM tuner 

with a substantia l  and  detai led sound.  

Magnum Dynalab 
MD 9 0T f l , 1 9 5 
FM tu ner with va lves - 'affordable '  for an  

MD ,  but  sti ll streets ahead of  most radios. 

SPECIFICATIONS 

� 
� � "' � "' i:l I � i � � s: 

5l 5l � g) 
F M , M , L  1 28 • • 251 

FM , M , L  4 0  1 93 

FM opt opt 257 

FM 5 241 

FM,M 30 • 250 

FM 30 • 230 

FM,M 20 • 242 

FM,M 30 • • 242 

DAB.FM 1 6  • • 269 

DAB 1 0  • • 248 

DAB ,FM 60 • • 260 

DAB ,FM,M 200 • 274 

DAB 99 • • 234 

DAB,FM,M 99 • • 242 

DAB , FM , M  60 259 

Ii ,Hi :1 j I WAVEBANDS Which bands are supported: FM,  M - medium wave, L - long wave, DAB - dig ital audio broadcast ing .  PRESETS How many stations can be stored in memory. RDS Radio Data Syslem - station names 

and program titles can be displayed among other faci l i ties (FM on ly, DAB has more comprehensive display potential) .  REMOTE CONTROL For the couch polato. SIGNAL STRENGTH METER Useful for setting u p  an aerial 

ROTARY TUNING KNOB An ergonomic alternative to buttons. 
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DIGITAL AUDIO RECORDERS 
CD, Min iDisc and hard drive recorders ® M i n i Disc 

M D's stre ngth i s  versat i l i ty. Yo u ca n 

record a n d  then  re- reco rd m a ny t i m es 

ove r. E d i t i n g  faci l i t ies a re seco nd to n o n e  -

yo u ca n e rase m i sta kes, n a m e  tracks a n d  

re-o rd e r  a d i sc's conte nts with a few s i m p l e  

butto n pushes, m a k i n g  it  i d e a l  fo r b u i l d i ng 

com p i l at ions . They're p retty ro bust too. 

So u n d  q u a l i ty i s  be low that of CD- R/ 

CD- RW. The fo rmat uses a Sony-deve l o ped 

co m p ress i on  tech no logy ca l l ed ATRAC, 

w h i ch d i sca rds  pa rt of the d ata in o rd e r  to 

squ eeze it  on the  d i sc. If you ' re copyi ng  

fro m CD to  M D , the  res u l t te nds  to  so u n d  a 

l i tt l e  co l d  i n  com p a ri son ,  l a c k i n g  a d e g ree 

of d eta i l  a n d  a m b i e nce. But to m ost peo p l e  

it sti l l  so u n d s  l i g ht yea rs a head o f  cassette 

- c lea n a n d  h i ss-free .  

Record able CD 
With reco rd a b l e  CD you have a cho ice of 

two d i sc types: CD-R d i scs a re the chea pest, 

but yo u ca n o n ly reco rd once;  a n d  CD-RW 

d i scs a re a l i tt l e  more cost ly, but  you ca n 

re- reco rd on them ad infinitum. 

Tho u g h  the  l a test mach i n es i n corporate 

so me  usefu l ed it i n g  faci l i t i es, CD-R/RW is 

not as f lex i b l e  as  M D . H oweve r, so u n d  

Our favourite o BEST BUY [ill EDITOR S CHOICE 

q u a l i ty is h i g h e r  - if  yo u ' re reco rd i ng fro m a 

CD ,  the  best mode l s  w i l l  g ive yo u a copy 

that is  ve ry c l ose to the o r i g i n a l .  In te rms of 

compat i b i l i ty, m ost CD p l aye rs w i l l  p l ay 

back a CD-R  d i sc, but  o l d e r  mode l s  m i g ht 

h ave tro u b l e  with CD-RW (th o u g h  you ca n ,  

of cou rse, p l ay  the d i sc back on  yo u r  own 

reco rd e r) .  I f  you wa nt to p l ay a CD-R/ RW 

on a DVD p l aye r, check fo r co m pati b i l i ty. 

H a rd d rive 
The latest contender  on the d i g i ta l record i n g  

scene  is  a l so t h e  most flexi b le .  Some H D D  

( h a rd d i sk  d rive) recorde rs ca n store who le  

m us ic  co l l ecti ons  if you use a compress ion  

fo rmat such as M P3 .  HOD recorde rs a re 

ta k i ng  over from m u lt i d i sc CD changers as 

sou n d  servers in m u lt i room i nsta l l at ions, 

where the i r  a b i l ity to p l ay more than  one  

p i ece of  mus i c  at a ti me is  a g reat boon .  H O D  

a l so offers i m p ressive ed it i ng faci l i t ies on  a 

par  with M D ,  a n d  they ca n a l so record from 

CD (or  to CD-R/ RW) at h i g h  speed . 

At p resent, sou n d  q u a l ity i sn 't the d riv i ng  

force beh i n d  the  format - f lexi b i l ity and  

storage capacity be ing  b igger  issues - and  a 

p l a i n  CD-R/ RW mach i ne  wi l l  outperfo rm a n  

H O D  recorder  i n  fi de l ity terms. 

DIGITAL RECORDERS 
CD- R/RW, MD and H D D  recorders 
BADGE? PRODUCT COMMENTS 

CO-R/RW RECORDERS 
Denon CDR-1 OOO 400 A respectable player and recorder, though some midband congestion was noted when record ing 

0 Marantz DR6000 400 No fri l ls ,  but in its fundamentals th is is one of the fi nest CD recorders on the market 

NAO C660 500 Audioph i le twin deck offering h igh -speed copyi ng ,  HDCD replay and notably fine record ing from analogue 

Phi l i ps CD R802 £3 00 
Multidisc recorder that's slick and capable, 

a lbeit with a slig htly flaky build .  

Ya maha 
C D R- H D l  500 £ 5 9 9  
Combin ing  hard disk with CD-R adds 

flexibi lity to digital audio recordi ng .  

·:� • · ' '  ' '  Hl·;ICHDICE 
-I Cambridge Audio * 

Azu r  640 H £600 
Rip and  store CD  tracks on hard disk, 

create p laylists, con nect to a PC and more .  

160GB hard d isk  and  CD-R/RW drive in  a 

box - as m usic servers go, this is a cracker. 

�iij#3!itff·iil1h'h._ 

• 2 1 8 

• 233 

• 243 

0 Phi l ips CDR802 300 Tacky looks and build notwithstanding,  this is a wel l -equipped and technical ly sound 3-to-1 autochanger/recorder at a good price • 233 

0 Phi l ips CDR951 

[fJ Pioneer PDR-609 

Pioneer PDR-W839 

MD RECORDERS 
Pioneer MJ-0508 

Sony M DS-JE480 

HOD RECORDERS 
0 Cambridge Audio Azur 640H 

D lHermstedt Hifidel io Pro 

0 Yamaha CDR-HD1 500 

380 An improvement on previ ous models, it del ivers the musical goods in  some style 

270 Classic CD recorder with outstandingly good sound for the money on both record and replay 

350 Good -qual ity twin CD burner makes record ings that can be hard to disti nguish from the orig ina l .  Good value too 

200 Well equipped, but musical ly s leep-induci ngyer that receives its recommendation owing to the price 

1 30 Straighttorward and effective, but the three real kil ler features are price, price and price 

600 Not so much a HOD recorder, more a complete audio computer and nerve centre in one useful box. Complex, but worth it 

850 Can be used as a CD player, but also as a recorder, and can encode MP3, play AAC and form the heart of a d istributed audio system 

599 Great for archiving a music col lection or making compi lations without compromising on flexi b i l ity or sound qual ity 

JJ i lifi :I\ I DECKS Amount of drive mechanisms on board - twin-deck recorders use one to play while the other records. HD CAPACITY Amount of gigabytes of storage capacity, for HO only 

OPTICAL IN/OUTPUTS Optical Tosl ink in  and outputs lor dig ital connection to a CD player or DAG. ELEC tN/DUTPUTS Electrical coaxial in and outputs for dig ital connection to a CD player or  DAG 

1 1 60 

1 1 60 

250 

• 
• 
• 

• 
• 

205 

243 

2 1 8  

205 

233 

276 

280 

278 
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Monitor 
Aud io 

I ATl 1 � 

Th i rty yea rs of experience at ra is ing 
the bar for  the world's most 
demanding consu mers, has insp i red 
Mon itor Audio to i ntroduce Gold 
S i g n atu re, a new flagsh i p  range that 
reaches u n p recedented sta ndards 
of des ign,  
i n novation,  perfo rma nce, tech n i cal  
exce l l ence, bui ld q u a l ity a n d  va lue 

i n  its  cl ass. 

0 

Pri m a re Systems has b u i lt a wo rldwide 
reputat ion for prod uc ing i n n ovative 

a u d i o  and video prod ucts that brea k 
with convent ion .  Each prod u ct is a 
statement of its desire to be d i fferent. 

In offer ing a u n i q ue b lend of 
soph isti cated, t ime less Sca n d i navian 
des ign,  c lass-lea d i n g  bui ld  q u a l ity, a n d  
proprieta ry state-of-the-art 
technologica l  advance, out of necessity. 



Arcam So lo  
FOY JYeM ro� UUA£{,e,, 

• Amazing sou nd from an integ rated system 

• With exceptional  qua l ity C D ,  FM and DAB 
d ig ital rad io 

• I ntegrated i Pod connection - hear  how good 
you r  i Pod can sound 

• From Arca m, a great 
Brit ish company 

Sonos D I G ITAL M u s i c  sYsT E M  
Sanos is  t h e  f i rst a n d  o n l y  d i g ita l m u s i c  system t h a t  l ets y o u  p l a y  a l l  y o u r  d i g ita l 

m u s i c, a l l  over your house - a n d  control it from the pa l m  of yo u r  h a n d .  B est of a l l , 
you d o n 't need a PC in every room, a m u s i c  server or wi rel ess network. J u st a 

Sanos™ ZonePl ayer a n d  speakers i n  the rooms of your choice a n d  a San os™ 
Contro l l e r  in h a n d  to access a l l  of yo u r  d i g ita l  m u s i c, no matter where it's sto red. 

"Simple to set-up, 
great to use . . .  Sound 
qual ity is first-rate." 

• " I 



l n Focus 1N16 
F i l l  you r  screen with brig ht, 

vivid and crisp images. This 

projector inc l udes DVI and 
HDMI i n puts, for  the h ighest 
qua l ity from DVD players, 
HD receivers and new H D  

game consoles with H D C P  

Pioneer 
PLAS M A  TVs 

C l ass Lea d i n g  P icture Qua l ity 

Twi n  H D M I  sockets 

Wa l l  or Sta nd Mount 

43 or 50 i nch 

I nteg rated Freeview Tu ner 

What H i -Fi  Awa rd-Winner  



£ PRICING POLICY 
We always try to ensure our prices are highly competitive. In the event 
you can find the sa me products and excel lent service at a lower price, please 
bnng 1t to our store managers' attention . 

FLEXIBLE FINANCE .OPTIONS* , . 
Spread the cost of buying. Flexible finance opt1ons'are av�;lable on 
the majority of products we stock. 'Written detans on request. Locensed creclit0b<'Okers. , 
Mmimum balan� £400 .• subject to status. o/ 

" ·� • 
• 

, 

OPENING HOURS: PLEASE TELEPHONE OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE 
www.ssav.com 



STEREO AMPLIFIERS 
In tegrated and pre/power amps 

® A m p l i f i e rs co me  i n  two bas ic  fo rms: 

i nteg rated a n d  p rea m p l i f ie r  ( p re )  p l u s  

power a m p  co m b i n at ions .  I nteg rated 

s i m p ly  means  that both p re a n d  power 

Mara ntz 
PM 7 001 £3 50 

sect ions  a re in  o n e  box .  The re a re d efi n ite 

advantages to sepa rat i ng  the low l eve l ,  

d e l i cate s i g n a l s  i n  the  p rea m p  fro m t h e  

rad i at i ons  o f  a powe r a m p , s o  the more 

a m b it ious  des i gn s  come i n  two or m o re 

cases.  I n  some cases, each c h a n n e l  has  its 

own power a m p  ca l l ed a m o n o b l ock .  

A m p l i fi e rs use two bas i c  tech no log i es: 

tra ns i sto rs or va lves. Tra ns i stors a re popu l a r  

beca use o f  the i r  p ract ica l  a n d  tec h n i ca l  

adva ntages ,  but  va l ves - a ka tu bes - l ive 

on owi ng  to aspects of so u n d  q u a l i ty that 

tra n n i es ca n 't re p l i cate. I f  you wa nt to p l ay 

yo u r  m u s i c  l o u d ,  use tra n n ies ;  if you 

a p p reciate acoust ic  m u s i c, try va lves.  

The fu nda me nta l of a m p/spea ker 

i nterfaci ng is  power rati ng  and spea ker 

sens it iv ity. You ca n d rive a h i g h -sens it iv ity 

spea ke r with a ten watt va lve a m p, but it  

ta kes a 200W behemoth to get the best out 

of spea ke rs w h i ch p resent a d i ffi cu l t  load .  As 

a ru le ,  you ca n 't have too m uch power. 

How to choose a n  a m p  
T h e  m a i n  a reas i n  w h i ch a m ps va ry a re: 

t i m i ng ,  dyn a m i cs, ste reo i m a g i n g  a n d  

tra n spa rency. Ti m i n g  i s  t h e  a b i l i ty to 

p resent the  atta ck  a n d  d ecay of each note 

p rec ise ly; a m ps with strong  ti m i n g  have a 

s n a p  a n d  co he re n ce that  is ve ry a p pea l i n g .  

Dyn a m i cs i s  a gene ra l  term for t h e  a b i l ity 

to po rtray va r iati on s  i n  l eve l between  

i n d iv i d u a l  notes a n d  is  d iffe re nt to  dyn a m i c  

ra nge  (the d i ffe re nce betwee n  t h e  l o u d est 

a n d  softest notes) .  Dyn a m ica l ly stron g  a m ps 

tend  to have m o re l i fe a n d  ene rgy. 

Stereo i ma g i n g  i s  how so l i d  or 

th ree-d i me n s i o n a l  an i n stru ment  or vo i ce 

sou nds .  The p o i n t  of hav i ng  two rathe r  t h a n  

o n e  speaker  i s  t o  m a ke i t  poss i b l e  to 

recreate the  so u ndstage of the o ri g i n a l  

record i ng ,  t h u s  a m ps that  h ave stro n g  

i ma g i n g  sk i l l s  ca n create a so n i c  space that 

seems  to exten d  the  roo m .  

Tra nspa rency o f  d eta i l  i s  t h e  most o bv ious  

d i ffe re n ce between a m ps. O n e  amp w i l l  

p resent more s u bt l ety t h a n  a n other, but  the 

d rawback with us ing th i s  as  you r  m a i n  

cr ite r ion  i s  that a fo rwa rd o r  ' b r i g ht' 

sou n d i n g  a m p l i f ie r  w i l l  e m phas i se  deta i l  at 

the expense of ove ra l l  m us i ca l  coherence .  

HOME CINEMA STEREO 
Stereo a m p s  ca n be u sed in home c inema 

set-u ps a s  we l l .  You don 't get  the su rro u n d  

a nd centre c h a n ne ls ,  but we l l  set-u p stereo 

spea kers do a re m a rka b ly  good job of 

creati n g  atmosphere fo r movies. Stereo a m ps 

tend to be better at rep rod u c i n g  m u s i c  as 

they don 't h ave the (e lectrica l )  no ise­

i n d u c i n g  d i g ita l p rocess i n g  of AV a m ps. AV 

a m ps cost th ree to fou r  t imes a s  much  a s  

stereo m o d e l s  o f  a s i m i l a r  q u a l ity. 

Hl·FICHOICE --
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Arcam Naim 
DiVA A90 £890 NAC 1 1 2x/NAP 1 50x £ 1 ,47 5 

!fyou thought the PM7200 was a great 

budget amp,  just wait unti l you hear  this! 

Its sound is so detai led and involvi ng ,  

you'll thi n k  i t  costs twice the price. 

Top dog in Arca m's DiVA range is this 

excellent integrated amp. Its strengths 

i nclude a s lick, flexi b le user i nterface and  

bea utifully smooth and  detai led sound .  

Naim's new entry-level pre/power amp i s  

a fabulously engaging combo. As  you'd 

expect, rhythm and timing a re to the fore, 

L
with a healthy dollop of fin esse to boot. 
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SHOULD I LEAVE MY AMP ON 

ALL THE TIME FOR BEST 

RESULTS? 
Al l a u d i o  e l ectro n i cs pe rfo rm 

better  w h e n  they a re warmed 

u p , and  t h i s  i s  pa rt i cu l a r ly  t he  

case  w h e n  it  co m es to 

a m p l i f i e rs .  If t he re 's no way 

that  yo u ca n l eave it on a l l  t he  

t i m e, m a ke a n  effo rt to switch 

i t  o n  at  l e a st 2 0  m i n utes 

befo re l i ste n i n g .  

WHAT I S  BI-WIRING ANO 

BI-AMPING? 
B i -w i ri n g  is when  yo u ru n 

sepa rate ca b l es to the  tre b l e  

a n d  bass/ m i d  term i na l s  on  t h e  

spea ker. I n  m ost i n stances, t h i s  

i m p roves sou n d  q u a l i ty so l o n g  

as i dent i ca l  ca b l es a re used .  

B i -a m p i n g  i s  us ing  two stereo 

a m ps to d rive o n e  pa i r  of 

spea ke rs, u s i n g  one a m p  to 

d rive the  tre b l e  a n d  the  oth e r  

for the  bass/ m i d  sect ions  of 

the spea kers. 

WHY DO VALVE AMPS HAVE 
SO LITTLE POWER? 
Va lve a m ps a re i n he rent ly  l ow 

powered i n  a bso l ute terms - at 

least when  yo u co m p a re them 

to t h e i r  tra n s i stor- based 

cous i ns .  But  when pa rtn e red 

with h i g h-sens i t iv i ty 

l o u dspea ke rs,  they a re q u ite 

ca p a b l e  of p rod uc i n g  pe rfect ly  

a d e q u ate head -ba n g i n g  l eve l s .  

Prima re 
PRE30/ A3 0.2 £2 ,400 
Bea utifully made and with a sound to 

match ,  this Scand inavia n  p re/power 

combines warmth and body with energy 

and  detai l - a truly m usical performer. 



Our favourite o BEST BUY [ill EDrTOR S CHOICE 

STEREO AMPLIFIERS 
Integrated ampl if iers 
BADGE? PRODUCT 

UP T0 £1.000 

Arcam A65 Plus 

Arcam DiVA A80 

0 Arcam DIVA A90 

COMMENTS 

400 Occasional ly a touch bright, but a good a l l - rounder with decent deta i l  and plenty of l ife 

600 A very com petent mid - range amp with a sophisticated control system and crisp, detai led sound 

850 Very wel l  specified, well bui lt ,  a delight to use and a real musical a l l - rounder 

D Cambridge Audio 640A V2 300 Nasty-feel ing controls are the only real downside to this powerful and l ively l ittle amp 

D Cambridge Audio Amr 540A 200 A well bui lt and ful ly featured ampl if ier that costs this l i ttle should not sound this reveal ing 

Cyrus 6vs 600 Best seen in a Cyrus rack but capable of sweet sounds elsewhere too. Impressively clean and agile but lacking musical grunt 

Cyrus 8vs 800 Sl ightly inferior to Cyrus 6vs, but the tables are turned with the add-on PSX- R power supply - in that fomn it's a real Best Buy 

0 Denon PMA-1 500AE 

D Exposure 201 0 S 

D Marantz PM7001 

D Musical Fidel ity X-80 

0 NAO C352 

D Nairn Nait 5i 

D Onkyo A-933 

D Primare 121 

Ratel RA-03 

500 Well set up to make the most of big -scale music, with copious power and drive, though s l ightly bright 

599 Beneath the unassuming exterior l u nks a very capable performer that's passionate about music 

350 Detai led and h igh ly communicative amp with fine treble and good bass extension - exceptional value for money 

600 The entry-level to Musical Fidel ity's ampl if ier range sounds both powerful and refined 

350 A dynamic and musical amp at a bargain price - another budget classic from NAO 

699 A trade-off of more power and better connectivity agai nst less in puts wonks surprisingly well in a gru nty, musical manner 

500 Puts the music first, with sound that del ivers the basics correctly but above al l  involves the l istener 

750 A confident and energetic amp, with j ust a touch of vei l i ng  at t imes. Great bui ld qual ity 

499 Does all the basics commendably, only losing out to dearer competition in imaging and fine detai l  

D Roksan Caspian M Series-1 1 ,000 Improved version is  as involv ing as ever but now with added focus and bass depth 

D Sugden A21 a 899 This s ingle-ended, Class A transistor amp has exquisite resolving abi l ity and presence - an authentic classic 

ABOVE £1.000 

0 Arcam FMJ A32 

[ill Audia Fl ight TWO 

fill Bryston B 1 00-SST DAC 

0 Copland CSA29 

D Creek Destiny 

0 Denon PMA-2000AE 

[ill Densen Beat Bl 50 

D Exposure 'fXY.!J 
[ill Gamut DI  1 50 

[ill Krel l  KAV-400xi 

[ill Mcintosh MA2275 

D Marantz PM-1 1 S1 

D Primare 130 

1 , 200 Ultra-civi l ised amp with plenty of features that's also h igh ly reveal ing and musical 

2,500 Qu i rky, but musical ly highly effective model which is expressive and analytical ,  with some minor operational qu i rks 

3,850 A remankable ampl ifier which is greatly enhanced by the inclusion of an impressive onboard DAG 

1 ,900 A hybrid valve/sol id  state ampl if ier that gets close to offering the best of both worlds 

1 , 1 00 Adds impressive h igh -end virtues to the excel lent basic performance we've come to expect from Creek 

1 ,200 Unusual ly refined and detai led medium power design with the attributes necessary for good stereo only SACD replay 

3 , 000 Gorgeous bass: s l ight treble dryness detracts only a l ittle .  Good sense of scale and rock-steady rhythms appeal tool 

1 ,599 Musical , powerfu l ,  tuneful and control led, though not always the most analytical 

5 ,  700 Serious contender for the best integ rated amp ever. The D I  1 50 takes on pre/power combos on their own terms 

2 ,698 The best integrated Kre l l  yet is qu ick,  agi le ,  solid and finely detai led 

5,400 A valve ampl if ier that doesn 't patronise It 's not soft-centred and it understands dynamics 

2 , 500 A good-looking, wel l-endowed , h igh-qual ity amp that's a great match for the im pressive SA-1 1 Sl  stereo CD/SACD player 

1 ,500 A smooth , sophisticated yet agile performer, and beautifu l ly  built too 

[ill Sugden A2 1 SE 1 ,995 Hot-ru nn ing Class A amplifier that sounds more del icious than most. A defin ite step up from the classic A21 a 

D Unison Research Unico 200 3 , 000 Hybrid integ rated with h igh power/qual ity low power modes combines much of the best of solid state and valve design 

Our favourite o BEST BUY [ill EDrTOR'S CHOICE 

STEREO AMPLIFIERS 
Pre/power ampl if iers 
BAOGE' PRODUCT 

UP T0 £2.000 

D 
[ill 
[ill 

Arcam FMJ A32/P35 

Cyrus DAC XP 

Densen Beat B-2 50/B-350 

COMMENTS 

1 ,980 One of the few correctly matched integ rated/power combi nations, the sound has real gravitas and sophistication 

2 , 200 A knockout OAC/pre with natu ralness and resol ution to die for and six d ig ital inputs for signals up to 96kHz 

8,200 Upgradeable to surround, with sweet preamp and s l ig htly coloured power amp, but sound is big and assured 

D 
D 
D 

Exposure 201 0 S Integ rated/Power 1 ,098 Bi-amping with the additional power amp increases the m usical communication of an al ready fine integ rated 

Nairn NAC 1 1 2x/NAP 1 50x 1 ,475 Uprated entry-level Nairn pre/power is a master of musical  commun ication 

Quad 99/909 1 ,650 Well thought out and wel l executed , with good strong sound and just a l i ttle vei l ing 

ABOVE £2,000 

0 Arcam FMJ C31 

[ill Border Patrol Control Unit 

[ill Bryston BP26 DA/2B SST 

1 ,200 Professional ly presented, beautifu l l y  bu i l t  and exceptional ly reveal ing ,  this preamp achieves much by doing l i ttle 

2 , 995 Bl uff looking valve preamp,  with one of the most neutral yet dynamic sounds around 

5 ,550 Bryston's top preamp is now a serious competitor. The power amp reveals a lot of signal and delivers serious grunt 

• 
• 
• 
• 

SPECIFICATIONS 

6 

opt 

6 

6 opt 

6 opt 

6 

opt 

opt 

• 
• 

opt opt 

opt 

• 

40 278 

90 251 

90 273 

75 279 

50 255 

40 262 

70 261 

70 278 

75 262 

70 279 

55 255 

55 253 

50 252 

80 278 

75 273 

70 273 

85 278 

25 224 

1 00 266 

1 00 280 

1 00 275 

85 255 

1 00 277 

80 275 

1 00 277 

80 271 

1 80 275 

200 247 

75 271 

1 00 265 

1 00 267 

40 268 

200 269 

SPECIFICATIONS 

5 opt 

5 opt 

6 opt 

1 00 227 

266 

1 25 270 

75 264 

50 262 

1 36 256 

273 

277 

1 00 278 

JiJ l 'Ff :l \I LINE INPUTS Input sockets for source components with a l ine level output: CD players, DVD players, tape decks, tuners, phono stages etc. PHONO INPUT Input sockets and onboard phono stage for a cartr idge. 

Either MM (moving magnet) or MC (moving coil) ,  occas ional ly both. REMOTE CONTROL A remote control is  suppl ied with the ampl ifier. HEADPHONE SOCKET To drive your cans with. 

POWER OUTPUT Manutacturer's rated output in  wans per channel .  
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Hl·FICHOICE BUYER'S BIBLE SiliEREO�AI IMRS 
Our favourite o BEST BlN !ill EDITOR S CHOICE 

STEREO AMPLIFIERS 
SPECIFICATIONS 

continued ii< Cl 
s: � 'i' � 0 � 0 z "' � � 0 � � 

Pre/power ampl if iers 
BADGE? 

!ill 
!ill 
!ill 
D 

lill 
lill 
[ill 
!ill 
[ill 
lill 
[ill 
!ill 
lill 
D 

PRODUCT COMMENTS � 
Chapter Preface/I I +  9 , 800 Among t h e  finest amps avai lable, t h e  reso lution o f  t h i s  preamp a n d  power a m p  chal lenges t h e  best a t  a n y  price 

6 ,  1 00 Smal l ,  muscular, beautifu l ly  made and styled and sounds l ike a dream 

6 300 249 

Chord Prima/Mezzo 1 40 5 1 20 269 

Conrad-Johnson ACT2/Prem 350SA 20,000 Valve preamp and sol id-state power del iver some of the most transparent and naturally dynamic sounds arou nd 

2 , 300 Lively, energetic combi nation that bring a great sense of scale to fami l iar  recordings 

5 350 264 

Densen Beat B-200/B3 1 0  8 opt 80 276 

EAR 864/534 

ECS EA- 1 

Gamut 03 

Gamut 0200 Mk3 

4 ,  1 56 Valve combo del ivers fine measured and subjective performance and inspires great confidence 

6 ,000 Understated monoblocks with real transparency to the fine detai l ,  passion and energy in your record col lection 

3,430 Creamy smooth , yet lets you hear all the fine detail that goes to making a tonal ly rich, dynamically strong sound 

3 ,950 A great power amp that's now even better - one of the best regard less of price 

6 

5 

50 254 

1 80 253 

opt 265 

200 247 

Halcro dm 1 0/dm68 25,550 Extravagant, extreme and massive amp combo wi l l  probably polarise opinions, but delivers stunning midrange clarity 

1 2 ,7  45 Uncommonly musical valve/transistor hybnd transcends stereotypes, one of the genuine h igh achievers 

5 225 243 

Hovland HP-1 00/RADIA 9 opt 1 25 250 

Kre l l  FPB 700cx 

Linn Kl i max Kontrol 

Nairn NAP 500 

1 4 ,998 Reference class amplifier may represent overkill in many systems, but when no compromise is called for, this is it 

6 ,000 Beautifully executed example of Scots audio art, sounds as clean as it locks and is a lot more transparent than most 

1 1 ,875 Wonderful neutral ity, bandwidth and dynamic range, plus Nai m 's trad itional lead ing-edge definition 

700 234 

238 

1 40 208 

Nairn NAC 552 

Pr imare PRE30/A30.2 

1 2 , 1 00 Extremely expensive preamp, but sti l l  so l id  value .  Magnificent sound with f ine flexibi l ity and convenience 

2,400 Smart kit that lives up to the visual promise with gorgeous sound - a really musical performer 

• 
• 

6 233 

1 28 256 

AV AMPLIFIERS 
Surround sound amps for music and movies @ The m u l t i cha n n e l ,  s u rro u n d  so u n d  o r  

AV a m p l i f ie r  i s  a popu l a r  opt i o n ,  

tha n ks t o  the  success o f  the  DVD 

p l ayer a n d  home  c i n e m a .  Now you ca n buy  

five channe l s  o r  m o re of a m p l i f icat i on  fo r 

the pr ice of two. N ow that  m u l t i ch a n n e l  

m us i c  i s  a l so on  t h e  a g e n d a ,  the re's a l ot to 

be sa i d  fo r a good AV a m p  or rece iver ( a n  

a m p  w i t h  a rad i o  t u n e r  b u i l t i n ) .  

S o  i f  yo u fa ncy h e a ri ng w h a t  DVD-Aud io ,  

SAC D o r  even m us i c  DVD-V ideo ca n do ,  

then  check out  a m u l t i cha n n e l  amp and 

spea ker  set- u p  - they're stu n n i ng with  

movies and none too s h a b by with m u s ic .  

AV a m ps a re u sua l l y des i gned  p ri m a ri l y 

fo r movies a nd co me with  d i g ita l 

p rocess i n g  fo r the  va ri ous  so u ndtrack 

fo rm ats - D o l by Pro- Lo g i c  ( a n a l og u e) ,  

Do l by D i g ita l and DTS, w h i ch offe r d i screte 

su rro u n d  sou n d  i n  5 . 1  a n d  7.1 cha n n e l  

fo rm ats. M o re a m b i t i ous  des i g n s  a l so offe r 

THX post p rocess i n g ,  des i gned  to e m u l ate 

the sou n d  of the m ix i n g  theatre at home .  

Process i n g  i n  AV a m ps i s  needed  beca use 

the su rro u n d  fo rmats on  DVD-Vs a re 

co m p ressed , l i m i t i n g  t h e i r  h i g h -fi d e l i ty 

potent i a l .  Th i s  is why new fo rmats SACD 

a n d  DVD-A, w h i ch d o n 't use ' l ossy' 

co m p ress i on ,  were created fo r m us i c. 

A l l th i s  p rocess i n g  power ca n ta ke its to l l  

on  a n a logue  fo rmats. T h e  best m u lt ich a n ne l  

a m ps fo r m us i c  a re often the s i m p l est, but  

a ny that  offe r a com p l ete bypass opti on  with 

s ix-ch a n ne l  i n put a re su ita b l e .  It 's a l so worth 

look i n g  at rea l  power - f ive o r  seven 

cha n ne l s  of a m p l i ficat ion a re not easy to 

produce with a feeb l e  powe r supp ly, a n d  the 

chea per  a m ps i n  pa rt icu l a r  often fa i l  to l ive 

up to the  c l a i ms .  

HOW MANY CHANNELS? 
Depends on how m a ny spea ke rs 

you wa nt M u lt ich a n ne l  m us ic  

d i scs come  with s ix  o r  5 . 1  

cha n ne l s, but  fo r new mov ies, 

7.1 i s  where it's at 7.1 set- u ps 

a l so mean  you have spea ke rs 

d i rect ly be h i nd you - prefera b l e  

for m u s i c  d i scs. 

WHAT'S THE DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN A PROCESSOR 
AND AN AV AMP? 
Processors don 't have b u i l t- i n  

a m p l ifi cati on  and  you need 

sepa rate power a m ps. AV a m ps 

a n d  rece ivers have p rocess i n g  

a n d  a m ps i n  t h e  sa me  box. 

WHAT DOES THE .1 
IN 5.1 STAND FOR? 

Th is  is  the LFE ( l ow frequency 

effects) or bass channe l  that i s  

rep rod uced by  a su bwoofe r. 

HI-FI MEETS SURROUND SOUND 
With DVD-Aud i o  a n d  SACD offeri ng  h i g h­

q u a l ity m u lt ich a n nel  m usic,  su rro u n d  

sound is no l o n g e r  j u st a home c i n e m a  

t h i n g .  An i ncreas ing  n u m ber o f  peo p le  

want to  b u i l d  a m u ltich a n nel  syste m that  

w i l l  do the i r  m u s i c  as we l l  as the i r  movie 

DVDs j u stice, and the n u m ber  of AV 

p rod u cts de l iver ing  suffic ient q u a l ity i s  

on the i ncrease. But most a ren't chea p -

b u i l d i n g a top-q u a l ity syste m with five or  

more cha n ne ls  i s  i nevita bly more 

expensive t h a n  stick ing  with stereo. There 

a re some very decent i nteg rated options 

below £ 1 ,000, though the best (and most 

costly) route is  to buy a sepa rate 

processor and power a m p(s) .  Or you ca n 

add AV a m p l if icat ion to a stereo model 

you ca n 't bea r to pa rt with.  
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TOP BUYS 

I , () · 

Ya ma��· 

DS P-AX7 5 7 S E  £499 
Arcam De non 
D i VA AVR3 00 £ 1 ,3 00 AVC-A 1 1  XV £ 2 , 5 00 

I f  you're looki ng for a multichannel amp  

that's good with music as well a s  home I cinema, this �your  best bet below £500. 

Here's one for those who value great sound I over numerous gizmos and  gadgets - an 

i nteg rated AV amp for audiophiles. 

A splendid 7.1 -channel amp that packs in 

the latest digita l lin ks and  processi ng 

formats without sacrificing sound quality. 

A fantastic achievement from this 

respected UK brand -a top-ra n king  AV 

processor and  seven-channel  power amp .  

Our favourite o BEST BUY @ EDITOR'S CHOICE 

AV AMPLIFIERS 
M1U#91ilff·ii!1h1bW 

M u ltichanne l  ampl if iers 

BADGE? PRODUCT COMMENTS 

MULTICHANNll INTEGRITID AMPS 
D Arcam DiVA AVR300 1 , 300 Cracking a l l - round music and movie abi l ity sets the Arcam apart from the AV crowd 8 1 00 257 

[ill Denon AVC-A 1 1  XV 2 ,500 Sensi ble ,  real world derivative of AVC-A1 XV, but sti l l  immensely flexib le,  and wel l  endowed with dig ital Vo 1 1  1 40 273 

[ill Denon AVC-A 1 XV 4 , 000 Inelegant, but powerful and effective tool with excel lent auto set-up and capable of driving two 5.1 systems simu ltaneously 1 70 266 

[ill Lexicon RV-8 5 ,000 Classy mu lti -zone receiver lacks h igh tech d ig ital attributes (HDMI etc) but majors on very effective audio engineering 1 0  1 40 267 

Marantz SR-1 2S1 3 , 000 A mu ltichannel amp that can be taken seriously in stereo too . Resources are in the engineering rather than the g imm ickry 1 60 255 

[ill Pathos Cinema-X 4,750 No processing ,  just sexy Ital ian style, a sextet of valves and the chance of 450 watts in stereo! Cultured sound, too 5 1 1 0  270 

[ill Pioneer VSA-AX1 OAi 3 , 000 State of the art one-box amplif ier with enhanced sound qual ity, auto set- up and other enhancements 1 0  1 50 260 

D Sony STR-DB798 250 Cheap but effective, and passably good with pure audio sources, but control system messy 1 00 273 

D Sony STR-DB795 300 A superb value little ampl ifier. well appoi nted techn ically and successful ly tuned for UK ears 1 00 260 

[ill Sony TA-DA9000ES 2 ,600 Arg uably the f irst convincing fu l ly dig ital ampl ifier. an excel lent match for players with i . L ink encrypted outputs 1 0  • 1 200 253 

D Yamaha DSP-AX757SE 499 Exceptional sounding budgeVmid price receiver offers bri l l iant sound per pound; ergonomics could be better 9 

MULTICHANNll PRElMPS/PROCESSORS ANO POWER AMPS 
D Arcam A90+7 . 1  mod, P90/3 1 , 920 Add Arcam's mult ichannel module and a P90/3 power amp to the A90 stereo integrated and you 've got got superb pu rist 5 . 1  8 

Arcam AVP700/P1 OOO 3 , 000 Cutting-edge processor/tuner with HDMI sounds great, but the matching Class H power amp lacks finess to match its power 8 

[ill Arcam FMJ AV8/P7 5 ,750 High-qual ity preamp/processor (£3, 1 50) and seven-channel power amp (£2 ,600) . An excellent fusion of  stereo and surround sound 

[ill Classe SSP-600/ CA-5200 1 1 ,900 Subtle,  exacting sound, tremendous flexib i l ity and h igh power audiophi le standard ampl if ier - lacks h i -tech dig ital interfaces 1 1  

[ill Copland CVA306/CVA535 3,748 Tube analogue six-channel pre transforms mu ltichannel audio from a novelty into a genuine advance for the h igh fidel ity art 5 

Cyrus AV8/3x Smartpower 2 , 900 Classic Cyrus sound translated to a mu ltichannel arena, l im ited features and power, but civ i l ised sound 3 

L inn Exotik 1 , 750 Is hi-f i ready to make the jump to m u ltichannel music? Linn think so with this musical preamplif ier 

[ill Meridian 861 9,833 Powerful surround processor with flexible modular construction, marvellous versatility to drive any speaker configu ration 6 

Nairn AV2/NAPV1 75/NAP1 50 4 , 1 75 First truly cred ible mu ltichannel system from Nairn is id iosyncratic but offers exce l lent basic sound with modest spatial steering 5 

[ill Parasound Halo C 1 /A51 7 , 500 Powerful and flexible processor/power amp combo with im pressive sound. Exce l lent value - processor incl udes onboard screen 1 1  

D Primare SP31 . 7/A30 .5  4 ,200 Great a l l - round system wh ich  brings the  qual ities of  good stereo h igh  fidel ity to  a multichannel world 5 

JiJ!e>i:!:ai RECEIVER Integrated mu ltichannel amp with bui lt- in radio tuner. LINE INPUTS Input sockets for source components with a l ine level output: CO players, DVD players, tape decks, tuners, phono stages etc . 

7.1 CHANNEL COMPATIBLE The amp either has seven-channel in and outputs or in some instances is equipped with seven channels of ampl ification. 

5-CHANNEL POWER (W) Power output in  watts per channel of a l l  channels driven by the amp 

1 00 273 

90 250 

1 35 275 

1 80 235 

200 278 

1 25 236 

1 05 238 

260 

230 

50 238 

250 243 

1 20 238 



STEREO SPEAKERS 
Speaker pairs for stereo sound 

@ W h i l e  l o u d s pea ke rs a re re l at ive ly 

stra i g htfo rwa rd in co nstru cti o n ,  they 

have o n e  of the  most d i ffi c u l t  j o bs i n  

h i -fi - tu rn i n g a n  e l ectri ca l s i g n a l  i n to a n  

acoust ic  one .  M ost co ns i st o f  two o r  more 

d rive u n its i n  a box that  usu a l ly has  a port 

i n  it to m a ke l i fe eas i e r  fo r the co ne  i n  yo u r  

m i d  a n d/or  bass d r iver. A ltern at ives t o  t h i s  

a rra ngement  i n c l u d e  p a n e l  spea kers, w h i c h  

use e l ectrostat i c  o r  ri bbon  tech n o l ogy, a n d  

h o rns ,  w h i c h  use d rive u n its i n  co m p l ex 

ca b i n ets that  g reat ly i m p rove effi c i e ncy. 

Box speake rs a re e i the r  des i g ned to sta n d  

o n  the  f l o o r  ( f loorsta n d e rs )  o r  o n  a sta nd  

(sta n d  o r  she l fmou nts) .  F l oo rsta n d e rs have 

g reater i ntern a l  vo l u m e wh i ch  ca n tra ns l ate 

i nto g reater effi c i ency a nd/or  bass 

exten s i o n ,  but l ess s u bsta nt i a l  des i g n s a l so 

i ntro d u ce ca b i net reso n a n ce a n d  thus  

d i sto rti o n .  But  they d o n 't need sta n d s  and  

the refore have the a esthet ic edge .  

Sta n d  m o u nts have l ess ca b i n et to  v i b rate 

a n d  ofte n sco re in terms of i m a g i n g  a n d  

t i m i ng ,  b u t  need good sta nds  t o  work we l l .  

Positioning 
The c loser  the  spea ke r  i s  to  a wa l l ,  the  

g reater the re i nfo rce ment  of bass .  As  a l l  

rooms  d i ffe r, t he re's n o  s i m p l e  fo rm u l a  fo r 

p l a cement  a n d  exper i me ntat i o n  wi l l  y i e l d  

the  best res u l ts .  A lte ri ng  the ang l e  a t  

wh i ch  the  spea ke rs face the  l i ste n e r  ca n 

a l so m a ke a d i ffe re n ce to b a l a nce a n d  

ste reo i m age .  

Going mu ltichannel 
M a ny stereo spea kers ca n be a u g m e nted 

with centre a n d  s u rro u n d  cha n n e l s  fro m the 

sa me  bra n d  to create a m u l t i ch a n n e l  

system .  T h e  most i m po rta nt e l e m ent i s  a 

centre cha n ne l ,  wh i ch  needs  to match the  

stereo pa i r  as  c lose ly  as poss i b l e .  For the  

best m us i ca l  resu l ts, su rro u n d s  s h o u l d  be as 

per  the  fro nt l eft and ri g ht cha n ne l s , but  if 

space o r  fu n d s  d o n 't perm it, s m a l l e r  des i g n s 

ca n be used q u ite effective ly. 

Choosing spea kers 
Beca use spea kers a n d  the rooms  they a re 

u sed i n  va ry so m u ch ,  choos i n g  a pa i r  te nds  

to  be q u ite su bj ective. To fi n d  some that 

wi l l  su i t  yo u ,  try to l i sten to a good var i ety 

to h ea r  how they d i ffe r, a n d  if poss i b l e, 

a u d it i on  some at home .  To n a l  ba l a n ce 

te nds  to va ry the  most, but  is l ess i m po rta nt 

than more s u bt l e  facto rs such  a s  t i m i n g 

a n d  dyn a m ics .  F i n a l l y, l i sten with  yo u r  ea rs 

not yo u r  eyes - g reat- l ook i ng  spea ke rs 

a ren 't necessa r i l y  g reat sou n d i n g .  

Spikes 
F loo rsta n d i n g  spea kers a n d  sta nds  have 

t h readed i n se rts fo r s p i kes that a l l ow ri g i d  

co u p l i n g  with t h e  f loor. These have the  

a dva ntage of d ra i n i ng reso n a nce fro m the 

speaker  and g iv i n g  t ig hter bass ,  but  ca n 

resu l t i n  more vi b rat ion  g etti n g  back to the  

e l ectro n i cs and  ofte n ca use the  f loor  to 

reso nate as we l l .  

POWER 
Tho u g h  some spea kers have a power rati ng ,  

th is  i sn 't as  i nfo rmative as  a rati ng  fo r h ow 

diff icult they a re to d rive, nor  does it 

i n d i cate wattage extremes for the 

p a rtner ing a m p. In practice, a n  a m p l if ier  

ca n not be too powerfu l .  O u r  l i sti ngs q u ote 

ease of d rive to i n d icate how m u c h  power 
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you r  a m p  needs to avoid a m i s m atch.  An 

a b ove-ave rage (A+) spea ker w i l l  work with 

a m ps rated at 25W pl us,  w h i l e  an avera ge 

(A) spea ker wi l l  need SOW or more, and a 

below avera ge (A-) spea ke r  co u l d  req u i re 

l OOW p l u s  to sound its best. These a re 

g u ide l i nes rather t h a n  ru les. 

IF SPEAKERS ARE RATED AT 
75 WATTS, DOES THAT MEAN 
I NEED A 75 WATT AMP? 
No, see the box on power fo r 

the  fu l l  sto ry. 

WHICH SPEAKERS ARE BEST 
FOR SMALL ROOMS? 
Those des i g n ed to work c lose to 

the wa l l  wi l l  be smoother  i n  

confi n ed spaces.  Spea kers that  

have re l ative ly  d ry, t ight  bass  

w i l l  a l so so u n d  bette r. 

WHICH SPEAKERS ARE BEST 
FOR BIG ROOMS? 
B i g ,  effi c i e nt, easy-to-d rive 

des i g n s  a re m o re l i ke ly  to be 

ab le  to fi l l  a roo m  better tha n 

co mpact mode l s .  

DO I NEED TO BUY CENTRE 
AND SURROUND CHANNELS 
FROM THE SAME BRAND AS 
MY STEREO SPEAKERS? 
Yes, assu m i n g that  yo u ' re 

want i n g  to create a 

homogenous  s u rro u n d  sou nd  

experi e n ce, whe re vo i ces d o n 't 

c h a n g e  when  they move fro m 

o n e  cha n n e l  to a n other. 



KEF B&W 
i Q 9  £800 8 0 5 5  £ 1 ,600 

A neat little floorsta nder that really knows 

how to communicate with music. Its sound 

is crisp and agile, and what it lacks in  sheer 

bass weight it ma kes up for in energy. 

This superbly j udged floortstander delivers 

a clean ,  powerful and  tra nsparent sound, 

with imp ressively taut bass. A very fi ne 

a ll-rounder for the money. 

A superbly well-engineered stand  mount 

that's capable of delivering magnificent 

m usica l communication, alongside 

superior subtlety and delicacy. 

Our favourite o BEST BUY [g EDITOR S CHOICE 

STEREO SPEAKERS 
Stereo speakers 
BADGE? PRODUCT COMMENTS 

UP T0 .£1.000 

D Aooustic Energy Aegis Evo 1 1 80 An un usual ly classy and sophisticated pertormer for the price; la id-back sound and good looks too 

Acoustic Energy Linear 1 250 Not at its best with classical but a wel l  integrated, involving ,  t imed al igned speaker nevertheless 

D ALR Jordan Entry L 500 Not the most pretty speaker but a sonic triumph ,  with a beautifu l ly  J udged balance and impressive transparency 

D ATC SCM 1 2  999 Magn ificent main driver confers great authority, gr ip and smooth ness, though upper bass a l ittle lean 

D AVI Neutron IV 499 A great example of what can be done with a genuinely small speaker, but the warts-and-al l balance won 't suit all 

D B&W DM303 1 80 Chunky looking and l ively sound ing ,  with deep bass, a fine midband and a restrained top end 

D B&W DM602 S3 300 Old -fashioned size/shape, but this time less design has a rare combi nation of grip, authority and headroom 

D B&W CM1 500 Luxury min iature has neutra l ,  la id back sound, with low colorat ion, f ine imaging but weak dynamics 

D B&W DM603 S3 600 Excellent a l l - rounder, smooth for its price with fine bass and mid ,  though top might be more refined 

D B&W 705 900 Dett, del icate and del ightfu l ,  if a l ittle bass l i ght, with clever enclosure and driver engi neering 

D Castle Richmond 3i 320 Does most things wel l  and the most important thing - musical communication - remarkably well for the price 

D Castle Compact Column 550 Compact, not so much that you need a sub to back up the bass, an elegant and engaging speaker for its size 

� Dali Ikon 6 899 Needs care with setup, but rewards you with i mpressively transparent and almost obsessively detailed sound 

This extraordi nary speaker stands at the 

pi nnacle of Mordaunt-Short's cu rrent 

range. State of the a rt resolution and 

imaging a re among its many attributes. 

SPECIFICATIONS 
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1 9 ,36 ,24 A 30 226 

1 9 ,36,26 A+ 50 277 

20,86,29 A 23 279 

22,39,26 A- 55 253 

1 5 ,27 ,21  A- 65 260 

20 ,33 ,23 A 23 226 

24 ,49 ,29 A 25 234 

1 6 . 5 , 28 ,28  A- 40 279 

20, 9 1 ,29 A- 25 231 

22 ,42 ,29 A 35 253 

1 7 ,33 ,23 A 60 260 

1 4 .87 . 5 , 1 6  A- 50 280 

1 9 , 1 00,33 A 37 271 

D Dal i  I kon 7 999 Bu lky vinyl floorstander has high sensitivity and a bright sound with superior coherence, del icacy and transparency 20 , 1 1 4,34 A+ 22 275 

D Dynaudio Audi ence 42 400 An aristocrat of the vinyl-covered m in iature breed. A terrific smal l  speaker for the price 1 7 ,29 ,24 A 40 2 1 5 

Dynaudio Audience 52 557 Bri l l iant neutrality, though a l ittle understated dynamically (wood veneered vers ion ,  as tested - £647) 20 ,33 ,26 A- 30 250 

Dynaudio Focus 1 1 0  850 Luxury real wood min iature with tapered enclosure sounds punchy, sweet and avoids boxiness 1 7,30,28 A- 38 279 

D Epos ELS 303 399 Midband is i mpressively smooth,  even and coherent, but the sound lacks some dynamic grip and top end detai l  1 8 ,85 ,20 A- 28 273 

D Epos ELS3 200 Few affordable speakers sound as clean and convi ncing while taking up so l ittle real estate 1 8 ,27 , 1 9  A- 60 241 

D Epos M 5  349 Gorgeous min iature works well close to wal l .  Could be smoother but communicates with authority 1 8 ,33 ,21 A- 40 269 

D Epos Ml 2 . 2  449 A true classic stand- mount with lovely presentation, fine sound balance, superior coherence and low coloration 20,37,25 A- 40 265 

Epos M22 949 Very classy floorstander has a tricky bass and an edgy top, but a very smooth and even midband 20 ,88 ,25 A- 25 275 

D Focal-JM lab Chorus 707 S 350 The size and shape might be unfashionable, but this i s  an outstanding a l l - round pertormer at a very sharp price 24,49.30 A 25 251  

Focal -JMlab Chorus 726 S 780 Big generous sound with good dynamic freedom, hampered by some voice-band congestion 2 2 , 1 00,32 A+ 55 253 

Harbeth NRG2 650 Strik ingly styled standmount majors on dynamic excitement at some expense in smoothness and coloration 1 9 , 34 ,29  A+ 42  263 

D JBL Stud 10 LB80 700 Good value floorstander with neutrality, massive headroom and plenty of punch. Could be more transparent 22 ,99 ,37 A 25 275 

D KEF i09 800 Shapely and so l id  floorstander has  w ide bandwidth and dynamic range with superior neutrality and sensitivity 22 ,94 ,33 A 25 273 

Monopulse 42A 995 Uniquely different in style and sound, midband time-coherence is magn ificent but treble is too restrained 26, 1 1 0,25 A+ 28 271 

D Monitor Audio Bronze B4 350 A beautifu l ly balanced loudspeaker with f ine overal l dynamic range and good imaging 1 9 , 85 ,26 A 23 255 

D Monitor Audio Si lver RS8 800 Bold, dynamic sound marks it out from the crowd, and it's an easy load that works well in larger rooms 9), 1 8, 27 A 33 276 

D Mordaunt-Short Avant 906 350 Capable and engag ing ,  this neat design wi l l  complement the majority of sub-£500-per-component systems 1 8 ,85 ,27 A 45 254 

D Nairn n-SATS 695 Very discreet and informative, if a bit lean and forward. Just add an n-SUB for exce l lent al l round results 20,29,21  A 50 268 

ll J Hi :J li'I SIZE WXHXD (CM) Width, height and depth of one cabinet in  centimetres. FLOOR STANDER Speakers that don't  require stands.  EASE OF DRIVE How much power the ampl if rer needs (approximately) to drive the 

loudspeaker effectively. A+ 25 watts plus A 50 watts plus A· 1 00 watts plus ACT Actrve - the speaker has its own in·bu r l t  ampl rfrer BASS FROM How low the speaker goes - the smal ler the n u mber the deeper the bass. 

FREE SPACE The speakers work best away from wall(s). CLOSE TO WALL The speakers will work best when up against a wall (but avoid corners). 
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STEREO SPEAKERS continued 
Stereo speakers 
BADGE? PRODUCT 

Nbien NX6 

PMC DB1 + 

0 PMC GB1 

0 PMC TB2+ 

D ProAc Tablette Ref Eight 

D Quad 2 1 L 

D Rega R l  

D Rega R 3  

D Triangle Antal ES 

D Triangle Titus ES 

D Triangle Comete ES 

ABOVE £1,000 

COMMENTS 

899 Very nice cabi net work for the money and a decent speaker it makes too with good imaging and low noise 

625 Now with sweeter treble, this fun-size tiny lacks some weight and authority, but i s  beautiful ly balanced 

995 Ultra-compact floorstander is beautifu l ly clean , articulate and free from boxiness, with a notably del icate top end 

795 Classy transmission l ine stand -mount has superior midband, restrained presence and a bright clean top end 

699 Stu nning standmount with electrostatic- l i ke imagery. Its Signature brother costs £200 more and is even better! 

695 Elegant lacquer f in ish floorstander has a smooth,  well balanced sound, even bass and good deta i l  projection 

298 Cute baby sounds busy, coherent and i nvolvi ng,  if a touch th in .  Sweet and del icate treble with even bass 

21 ,38,30 

1 6 ,29 ,24 

1 6 ,92 ,24 

20,40,30 

1 5 ,27 ,23 

21 ,80 ,26 

1 5 ,32 ,24 

448 D iscreet, pretty and f i ne  value .  A l ittle l ig htweight but  i mpressively open ,  it del ivers mus ic  with great ag i l ity 20 ,76,28 

975 Neither pretty nor smooth but a very exuberant and involving communicator, with plenty of  scale and expression 20, 1 08,34 

370 Not pretty but busy ,  coherent and involvi ng ,  if a l ittle th i n .  Sweet and del icate treble with even bass 1 8 ,37,30 

500 Bulky standmount lacks style but del ivers engrossing musical coherence and vivid dynamics 20 ,42 ,34 

D Acoustic Energy AE1 Mkl l l  1 ,690 Luxury min iature has a laid-back but bouncy sound, a marve l lous dynamic range and very superior imaging 1 9 , 3 1 ,25 

1 7 ,99,26 

23 ,88,30 

1 5 ,98,22 

20 , 1 00,29 

2 0 , 1 00,29 

25 ,40,30 

D ALR Jordan Classic 5 

0 ATC SCM35 

Audio Physic Spark 3 

1 ,200 S l im ,  la id back floorstander has sweet sound with f ine coherence, imaging and dynamic range 

1 ,999 If you want to hear the uncoloured truth about your record col lection in al l  its glory, this is a speaker to treasure 

1 ,499 Classy and discreetly laid back floorstander has del ighttul ly neutral balance and surprising bass weight D 
D 
D 
D 

Audiovector Mi 3 Sig nature 2 , 320 Smooth and beautifu l ly balanced with superb neutrality, wide dynamic range and a warm . sweet character 

Audiovector M i  3 Super 1 ,596 Dynamically very expressive, clear and intel l ig ib le voices, arguably even better value than the Signature version 

Aurum Cantus Leisure 3SE 1 ,200 Fabulous lacquer f in ish and a classy ribbon tweeter. Sounds smooth and sweet, i f  a touch laid back 

0 AVI Duo 

0 B&W 704 

1 ,299 Sophisticated floorstander, a natural partner for AVl's electronics. Un usual ly clean and honest musical presentation 1 9 ,77 ,28 

1 ,400 Cleverly tapered enclosure and external tweeter del ivers superior bass and treb le ,  w ith  a la id-back midband 22 ,96 ,32 

[ill B&W 802D 8 ,000 Great t iming, superior dynamics and a sweet top end al l  enhance musical commun ication .  Makes sweet music 37 , 1 1 5 ,56 

D B&W 805S 

D B&W XT4 

D B&W 703 

1 ,600 Classy standmount with exce l lent coherence and imag ing .  Can sound laid back but otherwise a real delight 24,39,33 

D 

1 ,699 Gorgeous alloy-encased, super-sl im floorstander has notably clean bass and a wel l -balanced, if polite, sound 1 5 . 2 ,  1 1 4,20 

2 , 000 Bass is im mensely powertul and even ,  and the overall sound is l ively and dynamic ,  though not overly smooth 23 ,  1 0 1 ,36 

Beauhorn 82 .2  Revelation 3 , 984 Magnificent midband and fine overall balance but l im ited bass is best with smal l -scale material 

Canton Vento 809DC 1 ,800 Qu ick, l ively and agile, with f ine overal l coherence and expressive dynamics. A thoroug hly impressive a l l rounder 

Chario Cygnus 

Dal i  Helicon 400 

Eclipse TD51 O 

Elac FS 607 X-Jet 

1 , 200 Beautiful solid walnut sides. Port tuning suspect, but laid back sound has fine del icacy, imaging and refi nement 

2 ,999 Advanced drivers and enclosure give a generous sound with wide dynamic range and no boxiness 

1 ,200 Replacement for the TD51 2 does astonishing things with musical t im ing .  £600 floor stands also recommended 

5 , 000 Highly reveal ing and capab le,  the mid/tweeter provides impressive deta i l  and depth of soundstage 

Focal-JM lab Alto Utopia Be 1 1 ,000 Attractive and beautifu l ly balanced , with fine bass al ig nment and focus,  low coloration and very clean top end 

Focal -JMlab Diva Utopia Be 7 ,599 Lovely s l im l ine speaker combines remarkable transparency with f ine dynamics and gorgeous bass 

Focal-JMLab Electra 1 027 Be 4,000 Outstanding mid and top with f ine del icacy and low coloration ,  but lacks some bass grip and drive 

Focal-JMlab Micro Utopia Be 3 ,  799 New 'Be' version is clearly an exceptional standmount, capable of revea l ing the in nate qual ity of the music 

Focal-JMlab Prof i le 908 1 ,300 Open and reveal ing especial ly of spatial and atmospheric deta i l ,  makes up for its bass restraint with joi de vivre 

Gamut L5 5 ,900 Impressive build and sophisticated driver design make the L5 a stunning speaker with rare transparency levels 

[ill Jamo Reference R909 7,500 Top model ( in a class of one) is  open, full and easy on the ear, and surely a classic in the making 

34 , 1 30,75 

25 , 1 1 2 ,35 

20 ,96 ,27 

22,1 03,46 

24, 36, 26 

29 , 1 08 ,33 

37, 1 2 1 ,53 

25 , 1 1 0 ,53 

26.5 ,  1 1 1 , 35 

25 ,42 .5 ,38 

23 ,39 ,27 .5  

20 ,  1 1 6,43 

48,1 27,54 

1 22 ,29,61 

22 , 1 00,27 

24 , 1 02,30 

Krel l  Resolution 2 6 ,497 Large. ,  but good looking with &mus Faber type elasticated front Musically a great ful l  bandwidth al l -rounder 

Living Voice Avatar OBX-R2 4,000 Has Dynamics, tonal colour, detai l ,  space and time resolution in  spades. External crossovers require extra cabl ing 

MartinLogan Mosaic 1 , 799 Curious hybrid construction marries many panel speaker- l ike attributes with moving coi l  s impl icity 

SPECIFICATIONS 

A 46 

A 50 

A+ 30 

A 28 

A+ 40 

A+ 25 

A 50 

A 40 

A 20 

A- 40 

A 40 

A- 30 

A 28 

A- 48 

A+ 27 

A- 24 

A 20 

A 28 

A 50 

A 20 

A <20 

A 25 

A- 25 

A- 20 

A+ 80 

A 30 

A- 28 

A 20 

A 45 

A 28 

A- 20 

A+ 30 

A- 25 

A 50 

A 50 

A- 32 

A- 25 

B 28 

A+ 35 

A- 46 

� � 
ci e 
� � 

275 

261 

257 

275 

267 

263 

269 

265 

263 

269 

265 

251 

275 

250 

271 

260 

267 

263 

280 

257 

267 

271 

278 

260 

244 

267 

275 

264 

277 

269 

248 

255 

276 

245 

274 

271 

280 

273 

244 

257 

hifisound by enthusiasts, tor enthusiasts, in the North East 
Acoustic Energy, Apollo, Atacama, Aud io Analog ue, AVI ,  Ayre Acoustics, 

Chord Cable, Consonance, Creaktiv, Custom Design, Esoteric, G rado, l sotek, 

Nbien , Neat, Opera, Pathos, Pure, Resolution Audio, Revolver, Roksan, 

Shanl ing, Standesign, Sugden, System Audio,  TEAC, Triangle, Unison Research, 

Usher Audio, Van Den Hui,  Wadia and more! 

hifisound, 30b Larchfield St, Darl ington, County Durham, DL3 7TE. Tel:  01 325 241 888 Email :  choice@hifisound.co.uk 
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STEREO SPEAKERS continued 
SPECIFICATIONS 

5 � � p � 0 0 
Iii 

Stereo speakers Ol ¥: � a ""' � 0 s: � � BADGE? PRODUCT COMMENTS � � 'I � 

D Marti nlogan Clarity 2 ,498 

D Meridian M31 00 1 , 850 

@ Mordaunt-Short Pert 6 3,500 

Nairn Ariva 1 , 275 

D Neat El ite SE 1 , 499 

D Neat Motive 1 1 , 200 

D PMC FB1 + 1 , 695 

@ PMC IB2 6 , 1 50 

@ ProAc Response 025 2 , 995 

D Rega R7 1 ,498 

D Rega R9 2 ,498 

@ Revel F32 3 ,200 

@ Revel M22 1 , 800 

D Roksan Caspian FR-5 1 , 995 

D Ruark Tal isman I l l  1 , 499 

D &lnus Faber Concerto C\:xnus 1 , 799 

D Sonus Faber Cremona A. 2 , 1 49 

Spendor S6e 1 , 495 

Spendor S9e 2 ,895 

@ Tan noy Dimension TD8 4 , 000 

D Totem Model 1 Signature 1 , 595 

D Triangle Cel ius ESW 1 , 395 

[ill Triangle Magellan Concerto 9 , 995 

D Usher Compass CP-6381 2,500 

@ Vivid Audio B1 7 ,750 

WEGG3 Stelar 1 4 ,995 

@ Wilson Benesch Curve 5 ,000 

@ Wilson Benesch ACT 8,400 

Relatively affordable and easy to l ive with electrostatic hybr id with class-leading resolving power 26 , 1 35 ,31  

Attractive and capable active (1 25w) with  great imaging and strong bass .  H igh neutrality and good power hand l ing 1 9 ,39 ,25 

Revolutionary enclosure design and aspi rated tweeter make for  a fast, h i - res ride 24, 1 2 1 ,37 

Cute and discreet floorstander has superb bass and a wide dynamic range, but it could be smoother and sweeter 23,88,31  

Smooth and natural performer with notably expressive midband. Fine voice articulation and un usual sweetness 20,90,  1 8  

Beautifu l ly neutral balance sounds open without aggress ion .  Fine midband but could be more authoritative 1 6 ,92 .5 ,20  

Nicely proportioned floorstander has  a sweet top  and  a beautiful ly natura l ,  open  and  restrained midband 20, 1 00,30 

Stunning in an understated way, th is speaker creeps up on you and hooks you with i ts transparency and power 33,74,47 

The trad itional ProAc h igh-end detai l  m ixed with greater efficiency and more pace - a splendid speaker 22,  1 07 . 25 

Super-sl im and super-smooth floorstander has fine agi l ity with a sl ightly bright overall character 27,98,35 

This subt le,  laid back but very informative performer has a very superior dynamic range, especial ly i n  the bass 1 7 , 1 03,39 

Meticulously balanced. tonal ly neutral design makes for a taut ,  well d isc ip l ined sound 22, 1 05,39 

A remarkably c lean and revea l ing speaker with superb tonal  and microdynamic capabil ities 22 ,37 ,30 - - -
Sharp looking speaker sounds exceptionally open and l ively without aggression. Could be warmer 20. 1 00 .25 

No bass demon, but  a sophisticated and ag i le  speaker epitom ising Ruark's des ign  ideals 22 ,84 ,31  

Great choice, espec ial ly for  acoustic material ,  wh ich  performs sig nificantly above i ts  price level 2 1 ,99 ,31  

Standmount 'Aud itor' version of  the Cremona makes a soundstage b igger  and better than i ts  size suggests 1 9 ,35,32 

Combines deep,  powerful bass with an attractively open midband,  but perhaps too much restraint up top 30,88,  1 9  

An improvement on the orig inal  S9 - very entertain ing at h igh levels with a fabulously open and weig hty bass 24, 1 0 1 ,38 

This styl ish speaker is a splendid a l l - rounder, with fine dynamics,  precise imaging and m in imal coloration 31 ,86,30 

Expensive, but very seductive min iature del ivers a beautifu l ly smooth and balanced midband 1 7 ,31 ,23 

Not the smoothest sound around, but has great vigour and enthusiasm, p lus good scale and weight 20, 1 1 7 , 34 

Scinti l lating m idrange and treble ,  with tunefu l ,  well-t imed bass - a thoroughly engaging musical ride 28, 1 49 ,34 

Lots of speaker for  your  money, w i th  plenty of  deep bass, unusua l  styl ing and massive bu i ld  35 , 1 27,65 

Impressive cabinet design combined with h i -tech drivers to make tru ly world c lass speaker 27 , 1 1 0 ,38 

A fu l l - range sound from a small( ish) box is possib le ,  but only if you are very careful about set up ,  room and amps 35,97,45 

Much (but not al l) of the ACT's performance in a much more compact and affordable package 23, 91 ,37 

Superb enclosure g ives uncanny freedom from ' boxiness' Well balanced, but top end might be sweeter 23, 1 08,36 

A- 46 245 

ACT 45 opt 280 

A- 35 264 

A 25 259 

A 25 267 

A- 20 276 

A 20 260 

A- 25 237 

A+ 20 254 

A 25 271 

A 20 256 

A 30 265 

A- 48 274 

A <20 279 

A 22 259 

A 35 270 

A 48 246 

A+ 23 257 

A+ 40 256 

A- 25 240 

A 35 277 

A 22 277 

A 35 262 

A 20 270 

A- 40 261 

A- 28 275 

A 28 254 

A 20 252 

AV SPEAKERS 
Speaker solu tions for mu ltichannel surround sound ® M u l t i cha n n e l  spea ke r  systems have a 

fro nt left/ ri g h t  ( L/ R) ste reo pa i r, a 

centre or d i a l o g u e  c h a n n e l ,  two ( 5 . l ) 

or fo u r  ( 7. l ) su rro u n d  spea kers a n d  often a 

su bwoofe r. For best resu l ts, each of these 

spea ke rs ba r  the sub s h o u l d  be i d ent ica l .  

T h e  p ro b l e m  i s  that  few s u rro u n d  syste ms 

a re d e d i cated to mus ic  and pe rfo rm a home 

c i n e mat ic  ro l e  as  we l l ,  mea n i n g  the  centre 

speaker  has  to s i t  a bove or be low a v i deo 

m o n i to r. Centre c h a n n e l s  a re u sua l ly w i d e  

a n d  s h o rt fo r t h i s  reaso n .  

Th i s  s h o u  Id  not be a ba rri e r  t o  g reat 

su rro u n d  for m us ic  and movies howeve r, as 

m a ny b ra nd s  m a ke centre channe l s  with a 

ve ry c lose sou nd to the i r  L/ R des ig ns. 

Music vs movies 
H i g h - reso l ut ion  SACD a n d  DVD-A mus i c  

reco rd i ngs ten d  to  be mastered with 

SET· UP 
Idea l ly you should set up su rround spea kers 

with as much ca re as you wou ld stereo systems, 

but practica l  issues tend to have a s ign ifica nt 

bea ring on su rround a nd centre speaker 

pl acement Su rround channels can be 

floorsta nding or wa l l  mou nted, and centres 

usua l ly have to perch on the TV or u nderneath 

it Given these l i m itations, adjust you r  V R front 

1 1 0  H I - F I  CHO ICE  I j u l y  2006 

spea kers to give the best ton a l  match with the 

centre. If there's more than just you l istening,  

'toe in '  the spea kers so that their axis crosses i n  

front o f  t h e  l i sten ing position - th is  gives a 

wider stereo i mage. And if there's a su bwoofer 

it should be p laced nea r the front spea kers. Use 

a sound pressu re metre (ava i l a ble from Ta ndy 

a mong others) to a ccu rately set levels. 

su rro u n d  spea kers in the ITU sta n d a rd 

posit i on  wh ich  is as fa r beh i nd the l i stener 

as the fro nt cha nne l s  a re i n  fro nt. 5 . 1  mov ie  

sou ndtracks tend  to  p l ace s u rrou n d  

c h a n n e l s  not s o  fa r be h i nd a n d  t o  t h e  s i de  

of  l i steners. Usu a l ly, p ract ica l l i m itati ons  

wi l l  d i ctate a l i m ited ra nge of p l acement 

options, but  if  yo u a re a ded i cated mus i c  

fa n ,  check  out the  ITU  set- u p  reg u l at ions  i n  

the  book let supp l ied w i th  SACD d i scs. 

SUBWOOFERS 
S u bs sta rt work ing  where stereo spea kers 

ru n out of ste a m  at low freq uenc ies. The 

idea is  to create deeper, better-co ntro l led 

bass rather than more of it. They u s u a l l y 

h ave on boa rd a m p l if ication ( a ctive) a nd 

co n n ect to either the LFE ( Low Freq uency 

Effects) cha n nel  i n  a home c i n e m a  set-u p 

or the spea ker term i n a l s  in a stereo set-u p.  



B&W ATC Linn 
600 53 package £900 n -SAT/ C E N T/ S U B £ 3 , 3 8 5  Co ncept 3 £4,87 7 Aku rate package £ 1 3 , 7 5 0  
Incorporates 602s, 601s and a n  LCR 600 

centre speaker. Great i n  both stereo and  

mu ltichannel  surround modes, 

Five n-SATs, and n-CENT and an  n-S U B  

make a h igh ly engaging and  (for Nairn) 

discreet mu ltichannel  package, 

It might not look as flashy as some, butthe 

quality of engineering in  this ATC package 

ensures superb a ll-round performance. 

llinn  ha s  worked wonders with its new 

multichannel speaker system - it's not 

cheap,�ut its perfor�is breathtaking ,  

Our favourite o BEST BlN ITU EDITOR'S CHOICE 

AV SPEAKER PACKAGES 
M u lt ichannel speakers 
BADGE? PRODUCT 

D ATC Concept 3 

B&W 300 package 

D B&W 600 S3 (602/601 /LCR 600) 

Castle CAV Sterl ing 

Dynaudio Audi ence 42 package 

Final Sound Electrostatic system 

Foca l-JMlab Electra package 

Linn Aku rate (242/2 1 2/225/2 2 1 )  

Mirage O m n i  2 

D Mission m5 package 

Mordaunt-Short Genie 

Mordaunt-Short Declaration 500 

D Nairn n-SAT/n -CENT/n -SUB 

Tannoy Arena 

4 ,877 

900 

900 

1 , 250 

1 , 1 42 

4 ,875 

3 , 0 1 7 

1 3 , 750 

2 , 650 

1 , 450 

800 

1 , 600 

3 ,385 

1 , 200 

COMMENTS 

Extremely engag ing ,  reveal ing and musical mu ltichannel system provid ing 360 degrees of fu l l -on entertainment 

An excel lent compromise between the req u i rements of music and those of home cinema ( inc.  s ubwoofer) 

Unq uestionably del ivers the sonic goods.  H igh-q ual ity drivers in standmount enclosures 

Lovely real wood veneers. Sound has fine dynamic drive and expression, but can sound a l ittle hard 

Mu ltichannel package for h i -Ii purists with real authority and imaging,  but needs subwoofer for fu l l -bore movie sound 

Sl im, attractive, electrostatic panels have clever connections, l im ited loudness but a breathtaking transparency 

Bold, solid system, tremendous consistency and easy to expand with an added subwoofer 

An extremely capable system that offers new insig hts into the potential tor mult ichannel audio 

Dark tonality, but superb imagery makes this an excel lent a l l - round choice 

Main m52 is a clean, attractive fu l l -range stereo speaker, whi le the m5as sub does big bass for movie fans 

A prince among su b/sat packages - good integration and impressively l itt le compromise compared to ful l -size models 

Good value vinyl THX Select package with Power Towers. Good authority, but m ust be 5 . 1 -connected 

Priced here as a 5 . 1  package,  Nai m 's neat n-SATs and matching sub/centre make an exceptional compact ensemble 

Fabulously styl ish sub/sats with Dual Concentric drivers. Unusual ly reveal ing for the breed , but sub lacks refi nement 

liJ!'fi :U I EASE OF ORIVE How much power lhe ampl if ier needs (approximately} to drive the loudspeaker effectively: A+ 25 watts p lus A 50 watts plus A- I 00 watts p lus .  

NUMBER OF SPEAKERS The amount of ind iv idua l  loudspeakers in  the package. BASS FROM How low the speaker goes, the smal ler  the number the deeper the bass. 

FREE SPACE The speakers work best away from wall(s}. CLOSE TO WALL The speakers wil l work best when u p  against a wall (but avoid corners}. 
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SUBWOOFERS 
Bass speakers 
BADGE' PRODUCT 

D B&W PV1 

ITU B&W ASW850 

Monitor Audio ASWl 00 

D REL Stampede 

D REL Strata 5 

REL Storm I l l  

REL  Storm 5 

ITU REL Stad ium I l l  

Titan Saturn 

950 

2 , 000 

300 

550 

700 

900 

1 , 000 

1 , 500 

800 

COMMENTS 

Gorgeously styled sub shakes the air but not the floor, del ivering a very clean sound with neg l ig ib le coloration 

Does al l  the things su bwoofers should do with music and movies alike, but transparently and seamlessly 

For the price, this compact subwoofer performs particularly well 

Few subs at this price match the Stampede's subtlety and ease of integration . Much more h i -Ii than AV 

High ly musical sub that integ rates well but the REL Stampede offers near- identical performance for less money 

Exce l lent sub with powerfu l ,  detai led and deep bass. Comprehensive fac i l it ies, inc luding flexible fi lter adjustment 

Well engi neered , good bass depth , appropriate for mixed h i -fi & home cinema/multichannel systems 

It's a bulky piece of furniture, but offers superior filtering as well as an abil ity to delve deep into the bass nether regions 

Very bu lky sub has curious sty l ing ,  but decent filtering g ives good weight and headroom 

(iJ!'f·t:l <1 I SIZE WXHXO (CM) Width, height and depth of one cabinet in centimetres. POWER (W) How many watts the onboard amplif ier of active mooels delivers. 

BASS FROM How low lhe sub goes, the smal ler the number the deeper the bass. 

SPECIFICATIONS 

� i � � 2 � � <a ::a � � � a e 
I ;@ � s: 

s h1 1!J 
A- 6 1 2  opt 255 

A 6 27 241 -
A 5 22 224 

A 5 28 224 

A- 5 53 241 

A- 6 20 251  

A 5 50 • 232 

A- 6 1 8  253 

A 5 30 232 

A 6 28 241 

A- 6 38 262 

A 5 25 2 1 0 

A 6 20 268 

A 6 29 269 

iU3Hhld·iiUJtb 

� � 2 � � � i: b s: � ?l � ""' � .t:; � 
29,34,35 500 20 259 

+-
53,56,52 1 OOO 1 8  246 

32,32 ,34 1 20 27 225 

28,40,29 1 00 1 8  257 

32,46,33 1 50 1 8  257 

42,62,33 1 50 1 8  225 

34,52,37 200 1 5  267 

59,56,39 200 1 6  2 1 7  

72,48,72 200 20 239 
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Stockists of: 
Audia 

G ra n d  Prix Audio 
lsoTek b rowse 

re lax 
s i t back 

l i s te n 
c h oose 

Audio Physic 
Av id 
Ayre 
Bel Canto 
Chapter Audio 
Cairn 

Lexicon 
Mci ntosh 
M i cromega 
Mon itor Audio 
Moon 

Project 
Roksan 
Stax 
Ta nnoy Prestige 
Teac Esoteric 
Thie l  

s i m p l e  Chord 
Nordost 
Parasou n d  
Pr imare 

Totem Acoustics 
VDH 
VPI Turntables 
and many more. F i na l 

D e s t i n a t i o n  C a l l  0 1 8 8 4  2 4 3  5 8 4  
Open m o n  - sat : 9 a m  - 5pm 

> d e v o n s  a u d i o  s p e c i a l i s t s  32B Bampton Street, Tiverton ,  Devo n ,  EX1 6 6AH 
i nfo@aud iodesti nat ion .co . u k  I www.aud iodesti nat ion .co . u k  

U n i q u e Sou n d  & Vi s i o n  

JVC AX-SD1 GD 
W i t h  the AX- S D 1  G D  y o u  w i l l  experience s o u n d  
qua l ity l i ke never before , s imp ly  out o f  th is worl d !  
S i nce JVC started i n  1 927 th is  is t h e  best pure 
ampl if ier they have ever made.  
5 years warranty 

VERDICT (l(l�(ICl(I 
High ly  ope n ,  transparent and musical  sound ma kes 
this one of the surprises of the yea r. Thorough ly  
recommended 
(h i-fi world) .  

.!t� '\71ctor · JVC HHICHOICE 
magazme 

* TP1t:: Pnfcd E.x.p-c• ience 1-
J 

For a unique experience in sound call us on: 

JVC analog reference allows you to enjoy a sound quality that is doses! ever to  that of the original master. 
The AX-SD1 GD represents our idea of 'no-interference energy ampl ification' to achieve the purest of pure 
sound. First, there's the independent 3-block construction separating the power amp, preamp and control 
section, to prevent even the slightest interference. Then, the signal paths are trimmed to the shortest length 
possible, to keep signals contamination-free. Finally, the extra thick power cable enters the chassis through 
a hole in the bottom plate, directly running to the power transformers, reduang power-related interference. 
Parts and circuits, induding terminals on the rear panel are laid cut in total symmetry for the left and right 
channels, to ensure the sense of true stereo that gives substance to the music. Also, the three-point 
suspension provides an unshakeable support to the entire unit 

• Power output: 90w x 2 into 4 ohms at 1 kHz with 0.7% THD (IEC 268-3) 
• Advanced Super-A in push-pull configuration . . 
• Quality parts: Dual power transfonners (one for plus, one for mm us voltage), thick OFC 

(Oxygen-Free Copper) power cable, low-leakage El-<:ore power transfonner, copper-plated rear panel 
• Staggered- resonance heat sinks with tapered fins 
• Ultra phono stage MC and MM 
• High output discrete phono equaliser amplifier 
• 3-rnode 'Presence' control 
• Gold-plated brass speaker tenninals 
• System remote control 
• RM-SASD1 U Remote Control Unit (included) 

SPRI NG SALE ! 
35o/o OFF!  

020 7272 0922 or email :  info@uniquesoundandvision.co.uk 
U niq ue Sound & Vision 
B r i n g i n g  y o u  C l o s e r  to t h e  M u s i c a l  T r u t h  



HEADPHONES 
For your ears only ® H e a d p h o n es co me i n  seve ra l va r iet ies a n d  

s o m e  a re des i g ned fo r pa rt i cu l a r  usage .  The 

majo r ity of 'ca ns '  use  dyna m i c  co n e  a n d  

co i l -type d rive u n its a n d  ca n be used with  a nyth i n g  

fro m a perso n a l  ste reo t o  a d e d i cated a m p l i f i e r. 

Other  types a l so ex ist, most s i g n i f i ca nt ly  

e l ectrostat ics that  use a cha rged  pa n e l  m e m b ra n e  

t o  p rod uce a d i st i nct ly  refi ned so u n d .  These a re 

s u p p l ied  w ith  t h e i r  own d e d i cated a m p l i f i e rs ,  w h i c h  

te nds  t o  i n crease the  p r i ce.  

Ca ns a re s p l i t  i nto severa l types. There a re open a n d  

c l osed -back  des i g n s , t h e  l atter  be i n g  best for no i sy ( o r  

no ise sens it ive) env i ro n m e nts as they m i n i m i se 

l e a kage  and i ntrus i on .  Open -back  types te nd  to have 

a m o re open ,  l ess ' i n - head '  so u n d .  Th ere a re a l so 

th ree va r ia nts of ea rpad desi g n :  c i rcu m a u ra l s  enc l ose 

the ea r a n d  p ress on  you r  head ,  s u p ra -a u ra l s  press on 

Our favourite o BEST BlN [ill EDITOR'S CHOICE 

the e a r  a n d  i n tra-a u ra l s  s i t  i n  the ear  a n d  a re 

pa rt i cu l a r ly popu l a r  with person a l  ste reo users. 

Getting the best from you r  cans 
Gett i n g  a good resu It with head pho nes i s  not q u ite as 

stra i g htfo rwa rd as it shou ld  be. M e re ly  p l u g g i n g  

t h e m  i nto the  output on  you r  CD p l ayer o r  a m p  wi l l  

not g ive pa rt i cu l a r ly enga g i ng resu l ts u n l ess you a re 

very l u cky. If you a re p l a n n i ng on ser i ous  l i ste n i ng ,  

i nvest i n  a ded i cated amp - the i ncrease i n  dyn a m i cs 

is not i n  the least b i t  su bt le .  A va r iety of mode l s  a re 

m a d e  a n d  p ri ces sta rt at a ro u n d  £80 fo r a O E D ,  a 

l i tt l e  more fo r des i g n s  from ,  say, Creek or M us i ca l  

F i de l i ty. A n d  i f  yo u ' re rea l l y  i nto ca ns, l o o k  u p  the 

va lve- powe red Ea rmax. 

HEADPHONES 
SPECIFICATIONS 

Stereo headphones 
BADGE? PROOUCT 

0 AKG K44 20 

0 AKG K270 Studio 1 29 

(!£] AKG K1 000 650 

Audio Technica ATH-D40fs 1 05 

0 Beyerdynamic DT990 1 60 

D Grado SR·60 90 

0 Grado SR325i 31 0 

0 Phi l ips HP890 70 

Sennheiser HD595 1 50 

[ill Sennheiser HD650 300 

(!£] Stax SRS-2020 Basic Sys. 1 1 349 

(!£] Stax SR-001 Mk II 239 

COMMENTS 

Lively, enjoyable and remarkably detai led:  a bargain 

Pro oriented design which is very transparent and great with acoustic material 

Neutra l ,  analytical and completely out of the head sound, su itable for connection to speaker outputs only 

Detai led and involving sound with a professional 'studio'  qual ity appeal 

Im peccable balance, very extended bass and treble ,  and bags of detai l  place this model ahead of the pack 

For sheer musical enjoyment these are hard to beat. Retro styl ing may not be to everyone's taste 

H igh ly sophisticated and detai led sound with great extension: check for comfort 

A remarkably sophisticated and very comfortable headphone 

Technology from upmarket HD650 model makes this a very reveal ing headphone that's also extremely comfortable 

Astonish ing resolution and hardly less impressive tonal balance make this a true h i -fi experience 

Luxury option at its price, but the sound del ivery is five-star qual ity a l l  the way 

Expensive and power hungry, but this electrostatic drags personal stereo into the world of h igh fidel ity 

! 
� 

• 
• 

• 

C> 

§ 0 � \!! � "' 
� � � @: 

1 90 

• 270 

• 270 

• 250 

• • 250 

• 200 

• 200 

• • 330 

• • 270 

• • 260 

• • 295 

280 

w '" s: s: 
� 
E; a 

li1! "'I :1' I ELECTROSTATIC Uses electrostatic f i lm instead of more common cone or dome dynamics. SUPRA-AURAL Earpads sit on ear rather than around it. CIRCUMAURAL Earpads rest on the head around the ears 

OPEN BACK Vented capsules let sound in and out. CLOSED BACK Sealed capsules. WEIGHT In grams. 3.SMM JACK ADAPTOR Allows connection to personal stereos, computers etc . 

Expert advic 
Exception I prices 
Exe llent Service 
FREE UK Deliv ry 

2 1 9 

230 

244 

1 94 

245 

1 94 

270 

2 1 9 

266 

252 

205 

268 

Allsop, Black Rhodium,  B -Tech,  Chord ,  Creek, Oensen, O N M ,  Eichmann,  Grado, Graham Slee, l sotek 

IXOS, N o rdost,  Q E O ,  ROG, R i n g m at,  S e n n h e i s e r, S u p ra, Tan noy, Van Oen H u i ,  Vibrapod, Wireworld 

onlin 



MATT 
(Eeyore) The soft­

spoken mastermind 
(Pooh) With the 

bear- l ike grip 
lRobo-rabbit) 

Teccie wh izzkid 
(Rabbit) 

Hardjl itt ing �olfer 
(Ph i l ly  the Kid) 
The charmer 

-

These are the men behind the most 
--renowned crime in the audio visual 
world - the Uni l et Blue Murder Sale. 
After the sensational scenes that 
greeted the 20th Blue Murder Sale last 
year, rival dealers were hoping the 
authorities would apprehend these 
vi l lainous price-slashers and put a 
stop to the Blue Murder Sale once 1;Lnd 
for al l .  But the news on the streets is 
that, due to publ ic demand, New 
Malden High Street wi l l  once agai n 
w!lJless the return of the hu nters 
searching for yet more bargains on 
some of the most prestigious hi-fi and 
home inema eq uipment yet released . 

The Victimi: 
No one is safe! Ex-demonstrators, 
previously-owned , factory specials and 
many virg inal examples from some of 
the best fami l ies around wi l l  fal l  prey to 
the manic price-cuffi�g spree that lasts 
from April 29 right through to June 3 .  

The Motive : -
Al l  year, the gar:ig at U n i let try out the 
very best sound and vision systems 
they can.find.  They play them in their 
demo rooms ,to the type of audio and 
home ci nema buffs who real ly 

ap�te the difference qual ity can 
make. But a year is a long time and 
every Spring they decide to have a 
good clearout lo make way for even 
more models. 

Everyone must �! 
Everyone who's anyone in the hi-fi world 
already knows there's absolutely nothing 
l ike the Uni tet Blue 1\.1.1.irder Sale. The 
' rega lanrv.ti l l  be queuing early to grab 
the super specials. If you are serious 
about qual ity w�n it comes to audio 
and home cinema, you can 't aff1'5Wfto 
ignrne the sale that's l ike no other. 

For your free copy of the sale price l ist. just phone 
020 8942 9567 or email us at bluemurder@unilet.net 

SALE EN DS J U N E  3 
www. u n i let . net 
35 H i g h  Street , N ew Ma lden ,  Surrey KT3 4BY 

T h e  hidden hi-fi store where you ' l l  f i n d  al l  t h e  best brands including: Acoustic Energy (AE) , Accoustic S o l i d ,  Anthony G a l l o ,  Apollo, Arcam, Arcam FMJ, Atacama, A u d i o  L a b ,  Audi ovector, Beyer, 

Besendorfer, Boston,  Bryston, B&W, Cable Talk,  Celesti on, Gerwin Vega, Chord Electron ics, Chord Cables, Denon, Denon Gold,  Dynavector, Ecosse, Future Glass, Heed Audio, Heybrook, Insert Audio, 

lsoTek, IXOS, JAMO, JBL,  KEF, KEF Reference, Koetsu,  LAT, Lexicon, Marantz, Marantz Premium,  Meridian, Merl in Cables, Morduant Short (MS), M ichel l  Engineering,  Mission, Musical Fidel ity, NAO, 

Nordost, Opti mum,  Ortofon, Panasonic,  Parasound, Pioneer, PMC, Pri mare, ProAc, Project, Pure, OED, Quad , Quadraspire, REL, Roksan , Roksan Tu rntables, Ratel ,  Sen nheiser, Shure,  S i ltech Cables, 
SME, Sonus Systems, Soundstyle, Spender, Stands U n ique, Stax, Sunfire,  Supra, Tal k  Electronics, Tanney, Target, Teac, Threshold Audio, Townshend Audio, VDH, WBT, Wilson Benesc h ,  Yamaha. 



CABLES 
Wires to hook your system together ® H i -fi ca b l es come i n  two va rieties: 

i ntercon nects and spea ker ca b les. 

Ana logue  i nterco n nects come i n  

p reset l engths, genera l ly with RCA (phono)  

p l ugs  attached,  thoug h  some eq u i pment uses 

XLR con nectors fo r ba la nced con n ection  - th is  

ca n be son i ca l ly advantageous, especi a l l y  over 

longer  ru ns .  Speaker ca b l e  is com mo n ly so l d  by 

the metre a n d  ca n be used without p l ugs  or ca n 

be fitted with screw or so lder-on types. 

Choos i ng  ca b les is  not qu ite as stra i ghtforwa rd 

as it m ig ht seem. One  prob lem is that 

components i nteract with the ca b les you use and  

th i s  often resu l ts i n  a u d i b l e  effects, but  there a re 

few ca b l es that a re fu nda menta l ly i n com pati b le  

w ith  a ny com ponents, a n d  we recommend  the 

advice of a good dea le r. In  a ny case, you shou ld  

look to  spend  as much as you ca n afford .  

D ig ita l ca b les come i n  two flavou rs: e l ectri ca l 

a n d  opt ica l .  I n  most i nsta nces e lectrica l va rieties 

sou nd  better tha n  opt ica l ,  g iven the cho ice, but 

opt ica l ca b l es may be a bette r bet over long ru ns 

( l Om+) .  Optica l i n puts/outputs usua l ly use 

Tos l i n k  con nectors, wh i l e  most e l ectri ca l types 

use RCA pl ugs, but some opt fo r BNC 

con necti on  i nstead - check  you r  components 

before you buy. 

Our favourite o BEST BUY [ill EDITORS CHOICE 

CABLES 
Interconnects and speaker cables 
BADGE? PRODUCT COMMENTS 

AN1LOGUE INTERCONNECTS 

[ill Black Rhod ium Concerto 225 This DCT cable from the Polar range gives a disti nctively dark t imbre,  r ich in  deta i l ,  with low subjective noise 

Bri l l iance Hi-Fi Synergy 83 High qual ity materials help give this cable fine imaging: bass not as extended as some 

Chord Company Sig nature 499 Silver plated, triple screened. Some granularity but great resolving abi l ity, a good match for Chord Signature loudspeaker cable 

D Chord Company Chorus 2 1 5 Very even- handed balance with notably extended bass 

D Clearer Audio Si lver-Line 244 Complex, wel l-screened cable which offers good sound al l  round with exceptional bass - at a price i 

Kimber Si lver Streak 242 Not the cheapest around,  but more than justifies itself with terrific poise and balance of vi rtues 

D Kimber Timbre 89 Typ ical Kimber construction with ditto sound - clean, extended and detai led 

[!] Monster Interl ink 400 Mkl l  70 Real ly l ively and enjoyable sound at a sensib le price 

[ill Nordost Heimdal l  370 Micro-monofi lament cable, si lver plated more affordable alternative to Valhal la ,  sounds transparent, detai led and neutral 

D Oehlbach Si lver Express + 70 Good , firm bass is  accompanied by clear treble and wel l  defined stereo imaging 

D Townshend DCT1 00 1 00 Unusual construction with copper strip conductors, giving very detai led sound, but just an occasional h int of hardness 

[] TCI Viper SE 70 A well-made cable which excels at separating and defi n ing instruments with in an i mage 

D van den Hu i  The Well 85 Hybrid cable with carbon-fibre conductors added . Very s l ight bass coloration does l ittle to detract frorn fine performance 

D van den Hu i  01 02 Mk I l l  79  Hybrid conductors (carbon and  copper) and  inte l l igent construction g ive strong bass and  excel lent detai l  

[!] Wireworld Luna 5 30 Authoritative bass and clear treble outperform many cables at twice the price 

D Wireworld Solstice 5 70 A cable with a l l l - round appeal - treble is s l ightly 'dark'  but bass is exce l lent and the overall balance very good indeed 

DIGITAL INTERCONNECTS 

[ill Clearer Audio Si lver- l ine 1 25 Very satistying performance with finely-etched deta i l  and sweet treble 

[ill Kimber Select KS2020 629 Provides a subtle but reward ing l ift in musical ity with any DAG, justitying the price 

[ill OED Ou nex Sig nature 75 80 First- rate balance and imaging - ever so nearly as good as it gets at any price 

D OED Ou nex SR75 50 Lots of bass and good clear midrange and treble at a sensible price 

El Supra ZAC 32 H igh grade fibre and qual ity p lugs add up to a noticeable i mprovement over giveaway optical leads 

El van den Hu i  Optocoupler I I  4 9  Noticeably h a s  t h e  edge over other optical leads, b u t  sti l l  second best t o  electrical types 

[ill Wireworld Stanight 5 90 Clear gains in detai l  and imaging precision are this cable's main strengths: good value and near-h igh-end performance 

SPElJ((R CABLES PRICE PER METRE 

D Black Rhod ium Disco Lively and energetic with pretty good deta i l ,  if a touch bass- l ight 

Chord Odyssey 4 34 This biwire version of Odyssey offers exce l lent speed and impact, with low l istener fatigue 

D Kimber 8VS 1 8  Beautifu l ly  fu l l ,  open and transparent sound right across the board 

D Monster MCX-1 s 8 Notable for its bass, which is perhaps a touch overdone at times but could be a good foil to small speakers. Good mid and treble 

[ill Nordost Heimdal l  1 62 Alternative to Val hal la, si lver plated,  micro-monofilament construction,  low colouration ,  h igh res and su itable for exacting systems 

OED Si lver Anniversary XT 5 . 50 Ful l  bass and nicely detailed treble combine with good imaging - a budget bargain 

D OED X-Tube XT300 1 0  A natural and well control led sounding cable that's cost effective for mid- priced systems 

[ill Townshend lsolda OCT 50 Cryogenically treated ' impedance matched' cable with stabi l is ing components added: great sound a l l - round 

van den Hu i  The Bridge 6 Lively, energetic and possessed of fine midrange detai l  and imaging 

Wyrew1zard Spel lb inder 5.50 Sold off the ree l ,  this entry-level cable is a surpr is ingly pu rist performer, lean yet powerfu l ,  with good detai l  resolution. 

D Wi reworld Terra 5 5 Deep powerful bass, clear treble and very sol id imaging add up to above-class performance 

D W1 reworld Solstice 5 20 Unfriendly to handle,  but makes up for it with very assured sound - heaps of bass and great insight 

D Wireworld Oasis 5 Biwire 38 Fu l l -bodied and precise sound across the board - an excel lent performer in bi -wire or s ing le-wire mode 

liJl'fJ :U I STRANDED Cable has a number of (usual ly) twisted strands to conduct the signal .  SOLID CORE Cable has one or more indiv idual ly insulated strands to conduct the signal 

COPPER Material used to form the conducting element of the cable.  SILVER Alternative material used to form the conducting element of the cable. DIGITAL CABLE TYPE E - electrica l ,  O - optical .  

Cables are one metre length unless otherwise stated. 

SPECIFICATIONS 

! § � 
8 z 

; c 

� � "' 

eJ gJ 

• • 270 

• • 275 

• • 255 

• • 259 

• • 279 

• • 241 

• • 248 

• • 224 

• • 278 

• • 280 

• • 241 

• • 200 

• • 241 

• • 234 

• • 273 

• • 259 

• • 278 

• • 260 

• 265 

• • 234 

0 259 

0 234 

• • 279 

• • 274 

• • 258 

• 227 

• 280 

• 278 

• 276 

• • 234 

• • 241 

• • 277 

• • 267 

• • 261 

• • 248 

• 262 
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GUESS THE GOLDEN GOAL AND WIN A FULL REFUND ON YOUR PLASMA 11(.t.LCD 
TV OR DVD RECORDEK 
PURCHASES OVER £300 BETWEEN 1ST APRIL AND 3RD JUNE 2006. TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

APPL Y. SEE WWW.SUPERFl.CO. UK/GOLDENGOAL OR ASK JN-STORE FOR DETAILS. 

PIASMA TELEVISION 

PIONEER 
PDP436SXE 
• "Another stunnerfrom Pioneer" 

i'mt.rmw.H 
* * * * *  MAY 2006 

• Same screen as award-winn ing PDP436XDE 
• Bui lt-i n  Freeview tuner 
• Stand and speakers included 
• Plenty of inputs, HO ready 
• £2499.95 

FREEVIEW PVR TOPFIELD F5800PVR 

NETWORK CO/HO RECORDER 

HERMSTEDT 
HIFIDEUO PRO 
• CD recorder bui lt-in 
• 16oGB hard disk recorder 
• I nternet radio 
• MP3 up to 32okb/s 
• Ethernet connection to stream 

media from con nected PC 
• iTunes compatible 
• See www.superfi.eo.uk/hifidel io 

for more features 
• £849.95 

MUL11MEDIA 
MARVEL 

i'i'!.!t·1,;!1ij 
* * * * *  

MARCH 2006 

- ��:"' 
c _ .. ,, ... . . . .  
•. 

- -

DAB RADIO PURE EVOKE 3 

MICRO HI-FI 

HITACHI AXM75DAB 
• DAB/FM/AM tuner 
• CD/R/RW/MP3 player 
• 2 x 25 watts 
• Remote control 
• £109.95 Was £179.95, Save £70 

WAS: lT19.95 
SAVE: 00.00 

MISSION M30Si 
• Only 11cms deep 
• Styl ish si lver finish 

Keyhole sockets for easy wa l l  mount 
£99.95 Was £179.95, Save £80 

• Record and watch u p to four channels s imultaneous� 
• Twin tuners with twin modulated outputs 

• "A great choice" 

l'i:ti t:r !·& L!.Q 
* * * * *  

• Multi-region DVD playback 

• Black, silver or exclusive 'Polar  White' finishes avai lable 
• Freeviewtuner 
• 16oGB hard disk 

• Mains or battery powered 

• Too many features to l ist - see www.superfi.eo.uk/toppy 
• SO card slot for record a nd pla)'back 
• E lectronic Programme Guide (EPG) • 419.95 (Was f499.9s, Save £8o) 

• 16o GB model f259.95 
• 250 GB model £299.95 

• MP3 playback plus iPod i nput 
• £199.95 

7.1 AV RECEIVER � WI-FI RADIO 

r:mmm ACOUSTIC ENERGY WI-FI RADIO DENON A VR2105 
• 7 x 9o watts 
• "Astonishing spec for the price" 
• Auto level ca l i bration with supplied microphone 
• £299.95 Was £449 95, Save £150 

WAS: £449.95 
SAVE: £150.00 

� ,,---. 
... ... . - -

• • • t 

• Tune into 99% of the world's radio 
• Stereo output for hifi con nection, 

headphones or use bui lt-in  speaker 1 
• Connects to internet via wireless 

WiFi connection 
• £199.95 

MICRO HI-FI SYSTEM 

YAMAHA CRXM170 
• "An excel lent micro" 
• CD, DAB/FM/ AM tuner 
• 2 x 25 watt ampl ifier 
• £199.95 excluding speakers 
• £299.95 including speakers 

i#i t:1 M a,,.y 
* * * * *  

FEBRUARY 2C06 

5 REASONS TO CHOOSE SUPERFI FINO US NEAR YOU - EACH OF OUR BRANCHES HAVE EXCELLENT DEMONSTRATION FACILITI ES 
0% credit avai lable Latest technology Birmin�ham Leeds Manchester Stoke on Trent 
Ask i n-sto re for d eta i l s  S o p h i st icated H D  recorde rs, 67 Sma I brook, Q'way Rel ocati n�, ea 1 1 fi rst 54 Br id�e St 51 Picca d i l�, H a n l ey 
a n d  a q u otat ion m u lt i -region DVD,  MP3,  01 21 631  2675 011 3  244 075 0161 83  1 1 5 6  0 1 7 8 2  265  1 0  

Free parking 
DAB,  Freeview PVRs - a l l  

Coventry Lincoln Nottin�ham ava i l a b l e  to d e m o n strate 
See www.sufcerfi.eo. u k/ 2 Corporat ion St 27l a H i�h St 15 M a r  et St 
freepa r k i n g  or  d eta i l s  Real HiFi  024 7622 3 254 01 522 5 0265 01 1 5  941 21 37  MAIL ORDER HOnJNE 
Official UK models 

Qu a l ity t u rnta b l es, CD 
Derby London Stockport 

0800 7311821 
p l ayers, h i -fi a m p l ifi e rs a n d  
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STANDS AND SUPPORTS 
Equipmen t  racks and speaker stands ® If you want to get the most from you r  sou rce a n d  a m p  com ponents, 

it's i mporta nt to cons ider  good q u a l ity suppo rt. Ded icated 

eq u i pment suppo rts a re racks and ta b les made specifi ca l ly to ho ld  

h i -fi gear, a nd  the  best ca n have a p rofo u n d ly positive effect on  sound  

beca use, for exa mp le, they ca n he l p  to  iso l ate k i t  from g round -borne 

v i b rat ions and  mechan ica l  o r  e lectri ca l i nterference. Equa l ly, if you own a 

pa i r  of sma l l  'bookshe lf' or 'sta nd mou nt' spea kers, it's i m portant to p l ace 

them on good q u a l ity, pu rpose-bu i l t  spea ker  sta nds. 

Our favourite o BEST BlN @ EDITOR'S CHOICE 

EQUIP��NT_ �UPPORTS 
Equipment supports 
BADGE? PRODUCT 

Alphason A5-G 

Atacama Equi nox 

@ Audiophi le Base 

Avid lsoschelf 

D Cleanight Audio Aspekt 

£ j COMMENTS 

399 Nice looking ,  very solid and practical with a pretty well balanced sound, but lacks a l ittle detai l  

280 Stable, modular design with style. Excel lent bass transients and a fresh design concept 

, 
61 5 j Price is justified by its earth-shattering sonic abi l ities - a worthy upgrade ___ __ _ 

1 ,  1 00 An enthusiast's equi pment support stand free from coloration ,  if a l ittle fiddly to set up 

650 Stunning neutrality and detai l  from a wel l -damped desig n .  Its performance makes the price tag good value 

�m Design Aspect � Smart looks and practical thanks to adjustable shelves. Sound is fair with some loss of detail 

D Custom Design Icon 400 600 Beautiful ly bu i lt, conveniently adjustable and with l ittle sound of its own, a very classy rack 

D Cu;o;
; 
Offign Corcept 400 700 Sl ightly drab looks, but great sound and efficient use of space ('Acoustic' version tested - standard version £300) 

D Custom Design Vantige 

Partington Min im 

@ Nairn Fraim 

Quadraspire 04 Reference 

449 

389 

1 , 825 

480 t-

-- --
'Acoustic Aluminium' shelves p l u s  steel supports equal practicality plus musical satisfaction: just a shade bright 

Looks good , sounds good and is impressively flexible to boot 

Pricey but very classy looking and sounding, with modular flexib i l ity 

Exce l lent performance from the school of wobbly racks. Natural sounding and plenty of deta i l  

SPECIFICATIONS 

i;l i � I � � "' � fil � :!; 
� � eJ � ::;! ril 
80 66 ,46 5 Glass 

81  50,50 4 G lass 

82 43 4 MDF 

87.5 48 5 MDF 

75 53 .5 ,45 MDF 

66 46 4 Glass ..j. 
75 57, 41  5 G lass 

74 I 48,40 Metal 

62 I 49,44 Metal 

75 45,36 5 Glass 

96 45,34 5 G lass 

51 .5  49 ,39 .5 MDF 

Russ Andrews Torlyte Rack 988 Attractive modular system made of very l ight Tonyte: a touch of added warmth i s  its only vice 68 54,49 Torlyte 

D Sound Organisation 2560 1 95 Excel lent value five she lves too ' Well balanced and under 200 quid I 
@ Townshend VSSS 1 , 300 The Seismic Sink goes al l  glassy and attractive, yet retains the same excel lent v ibration-k i l l ing sound qual ity 

Our favourite o BEST BlN @ EDITOR'S CHOICE 

SPEAKER STANDS 
Speaker stands 
BADGE? PRODUCT COMMENTS 

Alphason Aragon AG60 80 Good separation and imaging, with just a l ittle coloration and bass looseness 

@ hne Cableway 

D Kudos S50 

D Partington Ansa 60 

-'--+ 
395 Looks great, sounds great, so start saving! Clean and sweet, and neutrality is exceptional with orchestral material --- --·- ----- -
1 59 Formidable bass with real authority, and a wide dynamic range across a broad bandwidth -----< 
99 Elegant flat-packer 'd isappears ' sonically; restrained but neutral and coherent 

Partington Dreadnought BS ._349 The Dreadnought Broadside is  a superb stand for h igh-class standmount speakers - and it looks great too! 

Russ Andrews Torlyte 299 Very relaxed sound from this metal-free design ,  with excellent imaging too 

Sound Organisation 2522 95 Very hefty bu i ld for the price helps to deliver a solid sound with good authority and drive 

Townshend Seismic Sink 499 Unique inflatable that works wonders with decent floorstanders, as well as standmou nted speakers ----

92 

76 

ffi "' 
:!; 
� 
60 

63 

61 

62 

61 

60,50 

60 

4 

U [ii IJ,'dl :1 {ilW>!;j Ei'i J Hi :lj I HEIGHT Of complete stand. TOP PLATE SIZE (CM) Width by depth of the supporting plafform(s). Single f igures indicate a square plafform. 

WELDED As opposed to bolt-together construct ion.  NUMBER OF SHELVES To put your kit on (different configurations are often available) . SHELF TYPE Material that shelves are made of. 

50,40 5 r 35 . 50 

SPECIFICATIONS 

i;l � "' � h'1 
� 

1 6 , 1 4 .5  • 
t-

1 7 , 20 • 
1 5 ,  20 • 
1 8 , 1 5  • 
1 7 , 1 5  • • 
1 5 , 2 1  

1 6  • [_38,48 

El '11:1 j;f:jl l:l•hi'il j .+.'J :!§I HEIGHT Of each stand, not including spikes. TOP PLATE SIZE (CM) Width by depth of plafform. Single f igures indicate a square plattorm. Speakers generally overhang top plates . 

FILLABLE The stand can be mass-loaded with sand and/or lead to stop r inging.  WELDED As opposed to bolt-together construction .  NUMBER OF LEGS That support the stand .  

The world 's leading Audio & Video cables 

WireWorld covers al l  home theatre and music system 

appl ications with cables that utilise the finest materials 

and connectors avai lable at each price level .  

The combination of these features and the unique abi l ity 
of the Symmetricoax n.< cable design to minimise 

electromagnetic losses, produce cables of su perior 

performance and value. 

Tel :  020 899 1 9200 

• 

Glass 

Glass 

4 

0 

• 

� 
� gi 

247 

2 1 7 

1 93 

1 93 

2 1 7 

206 

263 

247 

271 

261 

232 

2 1 7 

240 

2 1 7 

273 

280 

220 

220 

232 

261 

280 

220 

202 

• 

info@wireworldaudio.co.uk 

www.wireworldaudio.co.uk 
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F I R S T  A M O N G  E Q U A L S  
The Audio Salon is 
proud to represent 
Symmetry in 
Scotland. Offering 
our customers the best 
portfolio of audiophi le ,-: - @)"' 
products, the best post-
sales support, and the 
most eth ical pricing policy. 

It is hardly surprising that Ayre Acoustics has joined the 
portfol io and this advertisement celebrates Ayre's stunn ing 
achievements as best we can, with ten reasons why we sel l  
Ayre Acoustics. 

I .  Only Ayre has the services of Mr Hansen. 
Ayre Acoustics, from Boulder Colorado, is the creation of 
Charles Hansen : a motivated, visionary and sincere man 
untainted by the material istic and marketing ethic which 
unfortunately does succeed in audio and most other 
industries.To summarise Mr Hansen's views, he has never 
lost the core values (musical i nvolvement) and is equally 
comfortable with very high-technology and very trad itional 
means which play equal parts in his designs. For more detai ls 
you should read his recent press interview. 

2. The evolution series 
is the third generation 
of his audio designs. The 
x-series was the previous 
level;  thus, a new product l ike 

the CS un iversal player is designated CS-xe, but a definitive 
product l ike the K I pre-amp became K 1 -x and is now 
K 1 -xe si nce its launch (nearly ten years ago). Upgrades to 
products can be done; p lease enquire for detai ls. 

3.  Each of Ayre's three product series 
competes with rivals at least one price level up. 
For example, the K 1 -xe is a two-box pre-amp sel l ing for 
only £4,99S (£S,99S with its legendary fu l ly-balanced phono 
stage) inc ludingVAT in  the U K. It may sound different to 
rivals at £ 1 Sk, but not inferior. 

4. The same may be said 
about the V l -xe power � 
amplifier. £6,49S buys a device 
that competes with the very best 
valve and transistor amplifiers that cost many times the 
price. Reviewers have said so; more convincingly, we can let 
you be the judge. Five minutes are enough ! 

S. On a lower budget? It is wise to spend as l ittle as 
poss ib le to achieve your requ ired performance level .  But 
it is fool ish to buy used and abused, obsolete in the sense 
that it was never good value, equipment correctly rejected 
by previous owners! Enter the KS-xe pre-amp, astoundingly 
now £ I ,99S inc luding VAT How can they do it, don't hang 
around, and don't judge audio by its price tag? The series-S 
amplifier is the VS-xe, and the UK price with the present 
low dollar is not £3,99S, but £2,99S, I had to take a second 
glance at the new price l ist!) At last, UK audiophi les can buy 
state of the art for High Street domestic products which 

are mass-produced and bear huge 
marketing on costs that you pay for and 
don't recover upon resale.You may have 
to look fu rther than the H igh Street for 
products l ike Ayre; now you know why! 

6. If you want to pay £Sk for 
your system, Ayre can present 
you with the legendary CX-
7xe CD player, now just £2, 1 95 
(under Path Premier it was £2,99S only ,-:: 
two years ago). It can be confidently 
asserted that the CX-7 performs by huge margi ns above 
rivals up to and beyond twice the price. I ntroduce the 
integrated amplifier AX-7 at £ I ,99S (formerly £2,99S) and 
you r  choice of loudspeakers, and no one in-the-know can 
complain that true high-end is unaffordable. 

7. If you are a vinyl lover 
and own satisfactory 
ampl ifiers, the 
astonishing K I phono 

stage has inspired the stand -alone PS-xe 
single-ended and fully- balanced phono amp. 
Again, staring at the new price l ist in disbel ief: £ 1 ,695 
because this device is not a two grand phono stage; it's a 
top level piece of kit that bri ngs analogue to its fu l l  potential. 
Consult the reviews, then come and hear it, and/ or Ayre's 
phono leads which seriously revise anything you are using 
with these new dedicated low-level cables. 

8. Digital has been evolving fast but has always 
seemed a compromise, and we have despised 
all universal players we have heard as seriously 
flawed; but as stated above.Ayre have acqu ired traditional 
and cutting edge techniques. Perhaps we should have 
expected their u niversal player to rewrite the book. Price 
is less than HALF the expected ten grand at £4,49S , and 
performance on al l  formats is user-friendly and musically a 
revelation.  It is one of the greatest hi-fi products ever made. 
At its price it is the no-brai ner CD Player to buy, which also 
happens to--not just play--optimise the huge benefits of 
SACD, and DVD in  its various versati le sub-formats. 

9. Ayre Acoustics has the same reputation 
in video and home theatre circles with its 
multi-channel ampl ifiers and DVD players. If 
you want to integrate without compromise you have one 
manufactu rer at the top of you r  l ist. 

1 0. Ayre Accessories. If you are an 
impecunious, sceptical, or loaded with 
appal l ing part-exchanges no one wants, 
get a taste of Ayre's refreshing value 
and performance; buy a set of Myrtle 
wood equipment feet £ I I .SO inc luding VAT and postage; 
the enhancer CD £ I 7.9S ; or Signature cables (prices on 
request) . 

Every jowney begins with a first step, and this could 
take you right to the place you start.ed: the desire 
for musical involvement not disappointment. 

AX-7e lntegrated Amplifier 

DX-7e DVD Transport 

- · 1 11  

D- 1 xe DVD/CD Player 

" -
P-5xe Phono Stage 

K 1 -xe Pre Amplifier 

K-Sxe Pre Ampl ifier 

V- 1 xe Power Amplifier 

V-5xe Power Amplifier 



GLOSSARY 
TECH NICAL TERMS 
S.1 -CHANNEL AUDIO Six discrete 

channels, typically front left and right, 

centre, surround left and right, and LFE 

(Low Frequency Effects) lor a subwoofer. 

BALANCE Most loudspeakers have a 

characteristic frequency balance resu lting 

from emphasising parts of the audio 

range and/or de-emphasising others. 

BASS The lowest three octaves of the 

audio band - 'low bass' refers to the 

bottom octave (20-40Hz). 'mid-bass' the 

middle oaave (40-80Hz) and 'upper 

bass' the top octave (80-1 60Hz). 

BI-AMP (sometimes tri-amp). 

Loudspeakers equi pped with separate 

access terminals to each drive unit can 

be driven by separate (matching) power 

ampl ifiers for each driver. 

BI-WIRE (sometimes tri-wire). 

Loudspeakers with separate access 

term inals to each drive unit can be 

driven by separate cable runs between 

the amp and each driver. 

CD-R Recordable CD that cannot be 

erased, though discs that have not been 

completely filled can have tracks added 

until the disc is f inal ised. 

CD-RW Re-writable or re-recordable CD, 

incompatible with older CD players. 

CLASS A The operation of an 

ampl ifying stage or device in which 

current always flows, as opposed to 

Class B, where some of the devices are 

effectively turned off some of the time. 

Class A tends to have the advantage of 

offering lower distortion, whi le C lass B 

tends to generate less heat 

CLASS AB Most practical amps operate 

in Class A for the first fraction of a wan 

and Class B thereafter. 

CLIPPING An ampl ifier's output 

waveform is  'dipped' if  the volume is 

advanced too far and no more 'volts' are 

avai lab le to sustain ever-increasing 

power levels. Distortion increases 

dramatically at this point. 

CLOCK Any electronic oscil lator that is  

used to generate a t iming reference 

signal .  Used to synchronise the data 

being taken from a disc. 

CROSSOVER A simple elearical 

network which divides the full 

bandwidth signal received from the 

power ampl ifier, apportioning 

appropriate parts of the spectrum to the 

va rious drive un its. 

DAB (digital audio broadcasting) .  Digital 

radio using frequencies in the 

2 1 7 . 5 -230MHz band. Broadcasters use 

varying degrees of compression and offer 

a broad range of programming.  

DAC or Digital-ro·Analogue Converter. 

The stage in  any d ig ital component at 

which incoming digital data is used to 

reconstruct a recognisable analogue 

(music) waveform. 

DOLBY DIGITAL A compressed digital  

audio format that typically contains five or 

more entirely discrete channels, eg 7 .1 EX 

where side and rear channels are used. 

DOLBY PRO-LOGI C, DPL Forerunner 

to OD that 'steers' information to the 

front UR, centre and mono surround 

channels via an analogue matrix. 

DRIVE UN IT/DRIVER A transducer 

which convei:ts electrical energy into 

acoustic energy, eg bass driver, tweeter. 

DSD (direct stream dig ital) The coding 

format used for SACD offers a frequency 

response of over 1 00kHz and a dynamic 

range over 1 2CklB. It has over four times 

the data capacity of CD. 

DSP (digital s ignal processor). Integrated 

circuit that handles the decoding of digital 

audio streams. In 5 . 1  processors, It 

separates the left from right and front 

from rear, while managing the various 

bass options. 

DTS or Digital Theatre Sound. Competitor 

to Dolby Digital vvth a reduced 4 : 1  

compression ratio that, ostensibly, 

promises higher qual ity. 

DVD-AUDIO High-resolution variant on 

DVD offering up to 1 92kHz bandwidth 

and 24-bit dynamic range. Discs are 

compatible with standard DVD players. 

ELECTRICAL DIGITAL Any digital 

connection that uses an elearical cable 

rather than optical. Includes the balanced 

('AES/EBU')  interlace. 

FILTERS Filters are intrinsic to digital 

audio, both analogue and digital. These 

are often very sophisticated in design, and 

in total they probably have rather more to 

do with the 'personality' of CD player 

sound than most other faaors. 

FREQUENCY RESPONSE The range of 

frequencies, from low to high, which a 

loudspeaker will reproduce. 

IMPEDANCE With speakers, the 

complex electrical load that a 

loudspeaker presents to the amplifier 

driving it. 

JITIER An insidious distortion specific to 

digital audio caused by imprecision in the 

clock, used to regulate the conversion of 

data into analogue audio. 

KBPS (Kilobits per second) Digital data 

rate measurement system used primarily 

with highly compressed formats such as 

MP3, DAB etc. The higher the amount, the 

better the qual ity. 

LINE LEVEL Practically every modern 

source component (except phono 

cartridges) gives an output in the region of 

1 -2V, relerred to as ' l ine level' It follows 

that all inputs labelled 'CD' ,  'tuner', 'aux' 

or 'tape' are designed for this input level 

and are thus interchangeable. 

LOSSLESS COMPRESSION A method 

of reducing the number of data bits 

(density) without corrupting the original 

description of the musical signal. 

LOSSY COMPRESSION Reduction in 

data density by recourse to a complex 

psycho-acoustical mcxlel that predias 

what is, and what is not, 'audible' with in a 

sequence of music. 

MIDRANGE The middle three or so 

octaves of the audio band, where the ear 

is most sensitive, covering the 

approximate frequency span from 

1 60Hz up to 3kHz. 

MP3 (MPEG layer 3 )  Lossy compression 

format for digital audio that drastical ly 

reduces data content in order to squeeze 

music through internet conneaions or 

a l low hundreds of CDs to be stored on a 

hard disc 

OUTPUT IM PEDANCE A measure of 

resistance to alternating current, a source 

with low output impedance (below 1 00 

ohms) helps ensure compatibi l ity with 

most ampl ifiers. even with long 

interconnea cables. 

PCM (pulse code modu lation) The 

d ig ital coding system for analogue 

waveforms used for C D  and DVD. Qua lity 

is l imi ted by the oversample and bit rates 

used - C D  is 44. 1 kHzl1 6-bit whi le 

DVD-A is capable of 1 92 k H zl24-bit. 

PRESENCE BAND Critical section of the 

audio band at the point where midrange 

and treble meet. 

QUANTISATION NOISE A form of 

distortion or noise resulting from errors in 

the description of the musical signal by 

the digital code. 

SACD (Super Audio CD) was launched in 

1 999 and is a Sony/Phi l ips format based 

on DSD coding that offers high resolution 

stereo and multichannel sound from 

hybrid discs that can also be played on 

ordinary CD drives. 

SAMPLE RATE The rate at which the 

musical waveform is s l iced up into 

discrete chunks For C D, this i s  44. 1 kHz or 

once every 0.023 msec. DVD wi l l  also 

suppon 48kHz and 96kHz. 

SENS ITIVITY The relative loudness that 

a speaker generates for a specific voltage 

input. Expressed in  decibels per watt (dB/ 

W), measured 1 m from the speaker. 

THX Standards system for home cinema 

set·ups which includes ampl ifier power 

and speaker dispersion characteristics. The 

latest THX U l tra 2 standard is more 

stringent than THX Select. 

TOSLINK The proprietary name given by 

Toshiba to the optical fibre signal 

transmission system it invented for 

consumer appl ications. 

TRANSISTOR/MOSFET The two main 

types of power semiconductor used in 

sol id state ampl ifier output stages. 

TREBLE High frequencies, the top end of 

the audio band, ie above 3kHz .  

TWEETER Treble driver. 

TWO/TH REE-WAY Loudspeaker 

crossovers spl it the signal into two or 

three frequency bands. a two-way speaker 

can have more than two drive un its. 

WATTS (per channel) The watt is the unit 

of electrical power and the WPC 

rating is the maximum average 

undi storted power that an amp can 

del iver to a typical speaker. However, 

speaker sensitivity variations can make 

more difference than ampl ifier output. 

WOOFER Bass driver. 

DESCRIPTIVE TERMS 
AGGRESSIVE Forward a n d  br ight 

sonic character. 

AMBIENCE The i mpression of an 

acoustical space, such a s  the 

pertorming ha l l  in  which a record ing 

was made. 

ANALYTICAL Highly deta i led .  

ARTICULATE Inte l l i g ib i l i ty ol voice(s) 

and instruments and the interactions 

between them. 

ATTACK The leading edge of a note 

and the ab i l ity of a system to reproduce 

the attack transients in music .  

BALANCE Essentia l ly  tonal bala nce, 

the degree to which one aspect of the 

sonic spectrum is  emphasised above 

the rest. Also channel  ba lance, the 

relative leve! of the left and right stereo 

channels .  

BODY F u l l ness of sound,  with 

particu la r  emphasis on upper bass.  

Opposite of th in .  

BOXY The sound of a loudspeaker 

with aud ib le  cabinet resonances. 

BRIGHT A sound that emphasises the 

upper midrange/lower treb le .  

DARK A tonal ba lance that  ti lts 

downwards with increasing frequency. 

Opposite of br ight.  

DECAY The fadeout of a note, i t  

fo l l ows the attack. 

DEFINITION (or resolut ion)  The ab i l ity 

of a component to reveal the subtle 

information that is  fundamental  to h igh 

fidel ity sound.  

DEPTH (of  image)  The perception of  

music being reproduced behind the 

loudspeakers and inhabit ing a 

reproduction of the acoustic space of 

the or ig ina l  record ing .  

DETAIL The most del icate elements of  

the  or ig ina l  sound and those wh ich  are  

the first to disappear wi th  lesser 

equipment .  

DRY A sound that is  devoid of ' ju ice' ,  

which usual ly comes across as 

f ine-grained and lean .  Also a loss of 

reverberation as produced by a damped 

environment. 

DYNAM I C  The suggestion of energy 

and wide dynamic range. Related to 

perceived speed as wel l  as  contrasts i n  

volume both large and sma l l .  

EUPHONIC An appea l i ng  form of  

distortion that  general ly enhances 

perceived f idel ity, often ascribed to 

the harmonic elaborations of some 

valve amps. 

FAST Good reproduaion of rapid 

transients which i ncrease the sense of 

real ism and 'snap' .  

FOCUS A strong, precise sense of  

image project ion.  

FORWARD(NESS) Simi lar to an  

aggressive sound ,  a sense  of the image 

being projeaed in front of the speakers 

and of music being forced upon the 

l i stener. 

GRAINY A sl ight ly raw, exposed sound 

which lacks f inesse. 

GRIP A sense of control and 

sturdiness in  the bass .  

G R U N T  See gr ip .  

H A R D  U n comfortable,  forward, 

aggressive sound with a meta l l i c  

t inge .  

HARSH Grat ing ,  abrasive. 

I M A G I N G  (stereo) The sense that a 

voice or  instrument is in a part ic u l a r  

p l a c e  i n  the r o o m .  

J U I CY Sound  that has  jo ie  de  vivre, 

energy and  l i fe .  

LOW-LEVEL DETA I L  The q u i etest 

sounds  in  a record i n g .  

M U S ICAL o r  mus ica l ity. A s e n s e  o f  

c o h e s i o n  and  s u bjective ' r ightness'  i n  

t h e  sound .  

NATURALNESS Rea l i sm .  

O PAQU E  Unc lear, l ack ing  

transparency. 

OPEN Sound which h a s  height and 

'air ' ,  re lates to clean upper midrange 

and  t reb le .  

PACE Often assoc iated with rhythm, 

a strong sense of t iming and  beat.  

P R E S E N C E  A sense of a n  

instrument or  voice occupying a 

p lace in the l i sten ing  room.  

PRESENCE RANGE The upper  

m idrange .  

SEISMIC Very low bass that you feel 

rather than hear. 

S I B I LANCE An emphas i s  of the ' S '  

sound,  ohen  heard on radio.  

SNAP A system with good speed 

and trans ient response can del iver 

the i m m e d iacy o r  'snap' of l ive 

instruments. 

SPEED A fast system with good 

pace g ives the i mpress ion of being 

r ight  on  the money i n  its t i m i n g .  

S T U R D Y  So l id ,  powerfu l ,  robust 

sound .  

T H I C K  A lack  of a r t i cu lat ion  a n d  

c lar i ty i n  the bass .  

T H I N  Bass  l i ght .  

T I M B R E  The  tona l  character of an  

instrument .  

TIMING A sense of prec is ion in  

tempo .  See speed and  pace .  

TRANSIENT The lead ing  edge of a 

percussive sound .  Good trans ient 

response m a kes the sound a s  a 

whole more l ive and  rea l ist ic .  

TRANSPARENC� TRANSPARENT 

A hear-th rough q u a l ity that i s  a k i n  to 

c la rity and reveals a l l  aspects of 

deta i l .  

TWEAK T o  t u n e  a system o r  

component in  a n  attempt t o  g e t  t h e  

b e s t  performance from it .  

TWEAKER Someone who enjoys 

th is  process. 

VEILED loss of detai l  due  to l i m i ted 

transparency. 

WARM A fu l l ness in the lower 

m i d range/upper bass. 

WEIGHT A sense of substance a n d  

underpi n n i n g  produced b y  deep, 

contro l l ed  bass 

j u ly 2006 I HI-FI  CHOICE 1 1 9  



A d v e r t i s e m e n t  

' '  . . .  too many 

people today 

know the price 

of e verything 

and the va lue 

of nothing. 

Oscar Wilde 

ere . II 
TO B U Y YO U R  H I - F I  SYSTE M 
I sn 't it easy to b u y  a new system? Yo u read the 
magaz i n e  product  rev i ews , you f i n d  out  who s e l l s  
the reco m m e n d at i o n s ,  f ive-star favo u r i tes o r  best 

buys at the c h eapest p r i c e ,  you order  the system ,  

g et a f r i e n d  who knows h i s  o n i o n s  t o  i n stal l i t  - a n d  
l i ve h a p p i l y  e v e r  after. 

T h i s  is a fa i r ly we l l -tro d d e n  path but it leads to 
d i ssati sfact i o n ,  e n d less u p g rades a n d  a lot 
of wasted money. I t 's l i ke l y  that t h e  
system w i l l  h e l p  y o u  l o s e  i n terest i n  

c o n d u ct a conversat i o n , e v e n  t o  the extent o f  

b e i n g  re a l l y  t i r i n g ?  A p o o r  q u a l i t y  s y s t e m  

c o n t i n u o u s l y  d i s t o r t s  b u t  I d o n ' t m e a n  i t  

necessar i l y  reac hes t h e  p o i n t  o f  a u d i b l y  b reak i n g  

u p .  W i t h  a t o p  q u a l ity system y o u  can p l ay m u s i c  

very l o u d l y  and sti l l  h o l d  a conversat i o n  because 

i t 's free of d i stort ion . A poor system i s  t i r i n g  to 

l i sten to even when i t 's p l ayed at low vo l u m e .  

I f  y o u  w a n t  p ro o f ,  g o  i n t o  a s h o e  o r  

c l o t h e s  s h o p  w h e r e t h e y  p l a y 

m u s i c  p retty rap i d ly. The prob lem 
i s  t h at t h e re are more myths 
about h i -I i  than Aeso p 's Fab l e s .  
C D  g ives y o u  perfect sou n d .  

G et the best 
b a c k g ro u n d  ' m u s i c '  a n d  try to 

enjoy l i ste n i n g .  I t 's odds on you ' l l  

fai l .  

A l l  C D  p l ayers sound the same . 
A £50 C D  p l ayer p l ays h i g h  
f i d e l i ty  m u s i c .  A l l  m a g az i n e  
rev i e wers  a re e x p e r t s .  B i g  
speakers are a lways better than 

syste m fo r yo u r  

m o n ey by aski ng 

o u r Top Twe nty U K  
spec ia l ist h i -f i  

deale rs .  
s m a l l o n e s .  M o re watts p e r  
c h a n n e l  i s  everyt h i n g .  M P3 format 
g ives you h i g h  q u a l ity. A c o l l ect ion of 
' Best Buy '  components w i l l  be a g reat 

What and Where 
to buy 

The system you th i n k  you want 

m a y  n o t  be r i g h t  f o r  y o u  

S o  where do y o u  start? H e re 's 

an i m p o rtant t i p  . . .  don't  start with 

WHAT - start  with W H E R E .  There is  

syste m .  A n d  so on and so on .  A l l  myth s .  

Music - t h e  real aim 
O u r  a i m  m u st be to buy a h i -I i  system that 

w i l l  p rove m u s i c a l l y  sat isfy i n g ,  re l i a b l e  a n d  d e l iver  
t rue val u e  for mon ey. I f  the system d o e s n 't excite 
you m u s i c a l l y  you 've wasted yo u r  mon ey. What is  
even worse i s  that you may not even rea l i se 
you 've b o u g h t  a bad e g g  - you ' l l  j u st switch the 
TV on i n stead a n d  yo u r  d e s i re to l i sten to m u s i c  
w i l l  g rad u a l l y  d i m i n i s h .  H ave y o u  e v e r  been i n  a 
p u b  or c l u b  w h e re you rea l i s e i t 's very  d i ff i c u l t  to 

o n l y  o n e  way to g i ve yourse l f  the best 

chance of gett i n g  i t  r i g ht f i rst t i m e ,  and 

that's t h rou g h  a spec i a l i st h i -I i  d e a l e r. Now i t 's 

l i ke l y  you have p reconceived i d eas that may put  

you off v is i t ing  o n e .  A l t h o u g h  you wou l d  we lcome 

the adv ice and g u i d ance ,  you d o n 't know the 

tec h n i ca l  jarg o n . You d o n 't want to be ta lked 

down to . Yo u r  f r iend has sa id  they on ly s e l l  

e x p e n s i ve g e a r  and they' re n o t  i n terested i f  you 

d o n 't have a big b u d get .  They ' re expens ive .  

Agai n ,  j u st myth s .  Most  spec i a l i st h i -I i  dea lers  are 

r u n n i n g  t h e i r  b u s i ness because ,  above al l ,  they 

l o v e  m u s i c .  T h e y  s p e n d  a l a r g e  p o r t i o n  o f  



I 

t h e i r  t i m e  l i ste n i n g  to m u s i c  a n d  c o m p a r i n g  
syste m s  t o  g et t h e  best  poss i b l e  re s u l t s .  They 
k n ow t h e  c o m p o n e n t  c o m b i n at i o n s  w h i c h  d o n 't 
g e l  tog eth e r  a n d , converse l y, they know t h e  

com b i n at i o n s  w h i c h  g i ve the b e s t  perfo r m a n c e  

wi th i n  a g i ven p r i c e  ran g e .  But  t h e y  a l l  a l s o  k n o w  

t h e  system m u st s u i t  yo u .  

Buying o r  be ing sold to? 
N ow t h e re 's a g ro u p  of l o n g - e s t a b l i s h e d  
s p e c i a l i st d e a l e r s  w h o  are tota l l y  c o m m itted to 
p u tt i n g  the c u st o m e r  f i rst .  T h e i r  i d e a  of ' s e l l i n g '  i s  
t o  d i sc u s s  y o u r  re q u i re m e n t s , offer  t h e i r  adv i c e ,  

g ive y o u  t h e  b e st opt i o n s ,  t h e n  p lay the syste m s  

f o r  you a n d  a l low y o u  to b e  t h e  j u d g e .  

L iste n i n g  t o  yo u r  c h o i c e  o f  m u s i c  i n  a peacefu l ,  

we l l  o r g a n i s e d  d e m o n strat i o n  roo m ,  you may b e  
s u r p r i s e d  a n d ,  a l m o s t  c e rta i n l y, re l i ev e d  to 
d i scover how easy i t  i s  to h e a r  t h e  d i ff e re n c e s  
between c o m p o n e nts a n d  between syste m s .  
Yo u ' l l  be a b l e  t o  m a k e  a c l e ar a n d  i nf o r m e d  

d e c i s i o n  a b o u t  w h at to b u y. I t  c o m e s  d ow n  t o  
t r u st i n g  yo u r  own j u d g e m e n t  rat h e r  t h a n  t h e  

o p i n i o n  of a rev iewer  you 've never  met . . .  a n d  

w h o  w o n 't ref u n d  y o u r  m o n e y  i f  yo u ' re not  
sat i s f i e d  o r  be at  t h e  e n d  of a phone to sort o u t  

a n y  p ro b l e m  you m i g ht e n c o u nter. 

T h e  story d o e s n 't e n d  t h e re .  These s h o p s  won 't 
a b a n d o n  you o n c e  you 've p u t  y o u r  h a n d  in yo u r  
p o c k e t .  T h e y  w o n ' t l e a v e  y o u  t o  s e t  u p  t h e  

syste m y o u ' v e  s e l ected a s  best  you 
can . T h ey ' l l  i n sta l l i t  i n  you r h o m e ,  
m a k e  s u re i t  s o u n d s  g reat ,  a n d  make 

s u re you ' re e n t i re l y  happy wi th  t h e  

w a y  i t  works . Why? B e c a u s e  a h i g h  

p r o p o r t i o n  o f  these d e a l e r s '  c u stom 
c o m e s  t h ro u g h  p eo p l e  who h av e  

b o u g h t  f rom t h e m  before , e i t h e r  d i rect ly  
o r  by c o m m e n d at i o n .  I t 's v i ta l  to t h e m  to 

get i t  r ight  for  you 

Gett i n g  the best deal 
Oscar W i l d e  wrote " . . .  too many p e o p l e  to d ay 
know t h e  p r i c e  of everyt h i n g  a n d  t h e  val ue of 

noth i n g . "  S p e c i a l i st reta i l e r s  k n ow t h at not a l l  
poten t i a l  p u rc h asers w i l l  s e e k  t h e m  o u t .  They 
te n d  to att ract t h e  m o re d i sc e r n i n g ,  t h o u g htfu l 
c u stomers . Let's face i t ,  a good d e a l  is about  a 
g reat d e a l  m o re than j u st p r i c e .  Aft e r  a l l ,  u n l e s s  
you 've g ot m o n ey t o  b u r n ,  you ' l l  be l i v i n g  wi th  
y o u r  n e w  system for  years . Most  of these d ea l e r s  
offer  m u c h  l o n g e r  e q u i p m e n t  g u arantees than 
p rov i d e d  by t h e  m a n ufactu re r, a very worthwh i l e  
b e n ef i t ,  b u t  i t  a l so makes i t  i n  t h e  d e a l e r 's i nterest 
to e n s u re h i g h  b u i l d  q u a l ity a n d  re l i a b i l i ty. Maybe 
y o u  c o u l d  save a f e w  p o u n d s  b y  b u y i n g  
p i ecemeal  b u t  you ' l l  lose o u t  o n  t h e  ove r a l l  

packag e .  As f a r  as t h e  d ea l e r s  a re c o n c e r n e d , 
maybe t h e y  b e l i eve t h at tak i n g  c a re of t h e i r  
c u sto m e r s  p ro p e r l y  i s  a n i c e r  w a y  o f  d o i n g  
b u s i n e s s  t h a n  j u st h an d i n g  over b o x e s .  

OUR TOP 20 UK SPECIALIST HI-FI DEALERS 
LONDON Colchester RAYLEIGH HI-FI Southend-on-Sea Birmingham 

N1 GRAHAMS HI-FI 33 S i r  Isaac's Wal k. RAYLEIGH H I-FI MUSIC MATTERS 

1 90a N ew North Road.  1 32/4 London Road . 363 Hagley Road, Edgbasto n .  
0 1 206 577682 0 1 2 1  429 281 1 

020 7226 5500 0 1 702 435255 
Coventry FRANK HARVEY Horsham AUDIO DESIGNS 

Southampton PHASE 3 HI-FI SW1 1 ORANGES & LEMONS 1 63 Spon Street . 

6 1 /63 Webbs Road , Batte rsea. 
7-9 Park Place. 37 Bedford P lace.  024 7652 5200 

020 7924 2043 
0 1 403 252255 023 8022 8434 Leicester CYMBIOSIS 

Kingston-upon-Thames 6 Hotel St. 0 1 1 6  262 3754 Worthing PHASE 3 HI-FI 
SOUTH I N FI D E LITY 2 1 3-2 1 7  Tarr ing Road. Nottingham CASTLE 

SOUND & VISION Ashford, Kent 9 H i g h  Street Hampton Wick. 0 1 903 245577 
48/50 Maid Marian Way. 

SOUNDCRAFT H I-FI  020 8943 3530 0 1 1 5  9584404 
M I D LAN DS 40 H igh  St.  0 1 233 62444 1 
Banbury OVE RTURE 

Brighton THE POWER P LANT 
Rayleig h ,  Essex NORTH 

RAYLEIGH HI-FI 3 C h u rch Lane. Cheadle THE AU DIO WORKS 
40 Church Road , Hove 0 1 295 272 1 58 1 4  Stockport Road. 

0 1 273 775542 44a H i g h  St. 0 1 268 779762 0 1 6 1  428 7887 
Birmingham S O U N D  

Sheffield MOORGATE Chelmsford RAYLEIGH H I-FI Ringwood, Hampshire 
ACADEMY ACOUSTICS 

2 1 6  Moulsham Street. PHONOGRAPHY 1 52a H igh  Street, Bloxwich.  1 84 Fitzwi l l iam St .  
0 1 245 265245 Star Lane. 0 1 425 461 230 0 1 922 493499 0 1 1 4  275 6048 

S TA R  
Q U A L I T I E S  

VALU E  F O R  M O N E Y  

* * * * *  
S E RV I C E  

* * * * *  
FAC I L I T I E S  

* * * * *  
V E R D ICT 

* *  

QUALITY 

A 
ASSURED 

Li sted b e l ow are 
20 of the b e st h i ­

f i  s h o p s  i n  t h e  c o u ntry. 
T h e y  h a v e  b e e n  
s e l e c t e d  b e c a u s e  
they are known to d o  
a n  e x c e l l e n t  j o b  i n  

g u i d i n g  c u s t o m e r s  
towards h i -I i  t h at w i l l  
g i ve t h e m  y e a r s  of 
m u s i c a l  e n j o y m e n t  
a n d  total sat i sfact i o n .  

York SOUND 

ORGANISATION 

2 G i l lygate. 0 1 904 6271 08 

Gateshead LINTONE AU DIO 

7-1 1 Park Lane, Gateshead. 

0 1 9 1 477 4 1 67 

SCOTLA N D  

G lasgow LOUD & CLEAR 

520 St Vincent St , Fi n n ieston . 

0 1 4 1  221 022 1 

Edinburgh LOUD & CLEAR 

26 Hami lton Place, 

Stockb ridge. 

0 1 3 1  226 6500 

N . I R E LAND 

Belfast LYRIC HI-FI  

429-431 Lisburn Road . 

028 90 381 296 
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Offe r ends  J u n e  30th 2006 

Save £74 
It takes just a few seconds but makes 
such a big improvement to the sound . 

Isn't it about time you cleaned your  
precious records properly? 

Buy a Model 1.5fi {Black - £549) 

before the end of May and it wi l l  cost 

you only £475, or Pay £25 extra 

for the Oak version (pictured) .  Price 
includes free cleaning fluid for u p  
to 50 records a n d  free shipping to 

a nywhere in the UK. 

JY2 � .  d&record� 
Don't miss out on this 

superb offer! 

RPM-Audio Ltd • (tel) 07790 907 737 
mai l@rpm-aud io .co . uk  • www. rpm-aud io .co .uk  

Award Wi n n i ng Reta i lers . . .  

The N o rth of E n g l a n d  H i -F i  Speci a l i sts 
� Q u a l ity H i - F i  separates from £ 1 00 to £ 1 0 , 000 

� Wid est choice i n  the area � I ndependent advice 

� C o n s u m e rs Choice Gold  Award W i n n ers 

� Over 35yrs experi e n ce � Q u a l if ied staff 

� Comforta b l e  dem roo m s  � S u perb showrooms 

� Main road locat ion � M ajor car pa rks nea rby 

� I n s u rance esti mates � Serv ice Dept .  

� U p  to 3 years I n terest F ree C red it* only 20% deposit  

� C a rr iage F ree Mai l  Order ( inc .  cred it) ·subject to status 
� Del ivery & i n stal lat ion 

� Part Exch a n g e  

� Open 1 0 : 3 0 a m  - 5 : 3 0 p m  6 days : Mon . t o  Sat.  

� Visa,  M aste rca rd , Switch etc.  

24 G i l lygate , York Y03 1 7 E Q  
Te l :  0 1 904 629659 

www. Vickers- H i F i . co . u k  

· 11 in high lidelify 1ound reproduction - 1ince t 961 



SU FFOLK LINCOLNSHIRE 

L end u s  your ears and 
-we'll blow- your mind . . .  

Arc am, ATC ,  B & W, Denon, Kef, Marantz, 
Meridian, Mitchell, Mission, NAD, Pioneer, 

Panasonic, Rotel,  Sony, Tannoy, Teac, Technic s ,  
Yamaha a n d  more. 

Audition the very best at Lincolnshire's 
premier Hi-Fi dealer . . .  

(w'ANDERS 
AUDIO • TV • VIDEO & Ill-FI LTD. 

SATELLITE SALES 

2-4 EDWARD STREET (Off Pasture St.)  
G RIMS B Y. TEL: (01472) 351391 

SOU N D  IMPROVEMENTS 

Is T h i s  You r  Problem? 

E) 0 
Loud Too Loud 

0 
Way Too Loud 

It's a common problem. The usable range on the 
volume control I s  all down at the bottom end and 
fine control at low l lstenlng levels Is either dlfflcult 
or lmposslble. The noise floor may be audlble too. 
There Is now a simple and effective sol ution - the 
Rothwell  In-Line Attenuators. They can be used 
with pre/power or I nteg rated ampa to cure 
the problems of excess gain and bring sonic 
benefits even with the most expensive eq ulpmen 

Here's You r  

Answer 

Absolute Analogue® 
Address: PO Box 30429, London, NW6 7GY 
Tel I Fax: +44 (0)20 8459 81 1 3  

Email :  Absolute_ Analogue@emall.msn.com 

Dealer Guide [ Classified ] 
ORANGES & 

LEMONS 

020 7924 2040 
www.oandlhifi.co. uk 

6 1  Webbs Road, Battersea SW l l  6RX 
email: oranges.lemons ® '  irgin.net 

• 
IAN HARRISON HIFI  

SALE NOW O N !  
Mail order supplier o f  Hi-Fi 

for 1 7  years 
Tra nsfi g u ra t i o n  S p i r i t  3 . . . . . . . . . . .  £760 
Tra nsfi g u re Te m p e r  V . . . . . . . . . . .  £1 9 0 0  
D e  n o n  D L304 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  £1 7 5  
Tri a c h o rd D i a b l o  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  £590 
C l e a r  A u d i o  C h a m p i o n  . . . . . . . . . . .  £700 
M i c h e l l  Drbe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  £2000 
H a d co c k  G H 242E . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  £450 

A l l  g o o d s  are b r a n d  new a n d  f u l l y  
g u arante e d .  G o o d s  are not  s u p p l i e d  o n  

a p prova l .  F r e e  U K  d e l i ve ry. 

Deta i l s  and pr ices f r o m :  Ian H a r r i s o n ,  
7 M i l l  H i l l ,  R e p t o n ,  De rby D E 6 5  6 G O ,  UK.  

Te l :  01 283 702875 9am-9pm i n c  S u n days 

For more information 
please see our website 



a er uide 

_:�COUSTICA - H 1 - F1 & HOME  c I N EMA-----

• Amphion • Arcam • ART • Audiolab • AVIO • Ay re • B&W • 

• C\asse • Focal .JM Lab • Linn P roducts • MJ Acoustics • Monitor Audio • 

• Nairn Audio • Nautilus • P rimare • Quadraspi re • Rega • REL • Rote\ • 

• Shahinian • Spendor • Sugden • Thiel • Wadia • 

,,---

N
a 

i m n 
Now on  d emonstrat i o noackage 

,,..------;,Ac=ou�sti:--ca--� 

1 7  Hoole Road 
CHESTER CH2 3NH 

0 1 244 344227 
www.acoustica.co.uk 

Acoustica 
1 1 4  Wolverhampton Road 

STAFFORD ST1 7 4AH 
0 1 785 25821 6 

www.acoustica.co .uk  

Griffi n Audio 
3 Gibb Terrace Gibb St 
B I R M I N G HAM

, gg 4AA 
0! 2 1  _224 7300 

ww.gnff1naudio.co. uk 



New! 
Naim Audio Parts & Accessories Online Shop 

See www.tomtomaudio.com for details 

LON DON 

Front End Problems? 
contact: 

The Cartridge Man 
I t  doe s n ' t  have t o  cost an arm and l e g  t o  g e t  t h e  best 

- l i sten to my Koetsu - and - Decca - eater. 
A l so agents for Croft. Molh . H adcock & M i tchel l  & E . A . R ,  Graham Slee projecls.  

Val ve e q u i pmem re-bu i l d  serv ice avai lable .  

- Plus cartridge re-tipping service 
020 8688 6565 

Website : www.thecartridgeman.com 

30 H IG H  STREET, ROCH ESTER, KENT, ME1 1 LD - 01634 880037 

www.rochesterhi-fi .co.uk 

ADVANTAGE, ARCAM, ATACAMA, AUDION, AV! ,  BASE, CHORD, CAI RN, 

CLEARAUDJO, CREEK, CYMBOL, DAU, EPOS, JMLAB, GAMUT, GOLDRING, 

GRADI ENT, GRADO, GRAHAM SLEE, GRAVES AUDIO, HADCOCK, MERLI N ,  

NAD, NOTTINGHAM ANALOGUE, N U  FORCE, OPTI M U M ,  O R I G I N  LIVE, 

PARTI NGTON, PIEGA, PURE, QUADRASPIRE, RENAISSANCE, SENNH EISER, 

STELLO, STI RLI NG, LS35/a, TIVOLI, TRANSFIGU RATION , USHER, 

VINCENT, VIVI D. 

CHORD SPM 1 4000 ON DEMONSTRATION 

Dealer Guide [ Classified ] 

Award Winning Products 

Lowest Price i n  Hertfordshire 

Home Cinema & Hi-fi Spec ialist 

Demo Room for Private Audition 

253 High Road Broxbou rne Hertfordshire EN1 0 6PZ 
Tel:  (01 992) 440549 or 303353 

Emai l :  info@soundstage-av.co.uk 

Web: www.soundstage-av.co.uk 

AR CAM 
ftlERIOl;<IN 

114. 
Panasonic 

LOEWE. 

www. h ifi eh o ice .  co . u k 

1 Mars House, Cal leva Park 
Aldermaston,  Berks RG7 8LA 

0 1 1 8  982 0402 

www. h ific i nema.co. u k 
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SALES & SERVICES B I RMINGHAM 

RE.Vax 
S E RV I C E  

TH E MA N U FACTU R E RS' 
APPO I NT E D S E RV I C E  CO M PA N Y  RE.Vax 

S E RV I C E  
C o r rect Revox S p a re Pa rts P r i c i n g  

24 H o u r  E st i m a t i o n  p roced u re 

M a n ufact u re r  U pg ra d e s  a n d  A d v i c e  

D e l i ve ry a n d  Co l l ect i o n  S e rv i ce 

Co m p re h e n s ive G u a ra n tees 

F a cto ry Tra i n ed E n g i n e e rs 

R a p i d  R e s p o n s e  Tu r n a ro u n d  

F u l l  Revox ra n g e  s e rv i ced 

Writt e n  Te c h n i ca l  R e p o rts 

Late E v e n i n g  O p e n i n g  

c i n e rg y 
speciahsrs in h o m e  enterrammenr 

-.-H E A A -.-E C H N CJ L CJ GI V C :E M  :E T E D 
TT L H o u s e ,  S h e e p t i c k  E n d ,  N e a r  L i d l i n g t o n ,  B e d f o r d s h i r e ,  M K 4 3  O S F  

Wide seledion of HiFi lumnure 
finance fadl11ies 

Te l e p h o n e  0 1 5 2 5  84 1 99 9  Facsi m i l e  0 1 5 2 5  84 1 009 37 HIGH Smn ALDRIDGE. 0 1 922 457926 
www.soundciner y.co.uk 

IVI LJ S I C:: IVl � - - E � S  
Our extensive range of products includes the very finest hi-fi and home cinem<i from A ream, Audio Research, B&W, Chapter Audio, Chord, Cyrus, Denon, Dream 
Vision, Dynaudio, KEF, Krell, LAMM, Marantz, Martin Logan, Meridian, Michell, Mission, Monitor Aud io, Musical Fideli ty, Nairn, Nordost, Panasonic, Pioneer, 

Project, Pure, Quad, REL, Rote!, Sennheiser, Sim2, SME, Sonus Faber, TEA(, Technics, Theta, Wharfdale, Wilson Benesch and Yamaha. 

363 HAGLEY ROAD, EDGBASTON, 
BIRMINGHAM B17 8DL 

INTEREST FREE CREDIT ON SELECTED ITEMS APR 0%. Written detai ls on request. Licensed Credit Broker. 
Open Tuesday to Saturday 1 0 .00 - 5 .30 .  Late night (not Stourbridge) Wed nesday until 6.30 

www. musicmatters .co.uk 

93·95 HOBS MOAT ROAD, SOLIHULL, 
WEST MIDLANDS B92 SJL 

9 MARKET STREET, STOURBRIDGE, 

WEST MIDLANDS DYS 1AB 

1 0  BOLDMERE ROAD, SUTION COLDFIELD, 
WEST MIDLANDS 873 STD 

344 UXBRIDGE ROAD, HATCH END, 
MIDDLESEX HAS 4HR 

TEL: 0121 ·429 281 1 FAX: 01 21-434 3298 TEL: 0121 -742 0254 FAX: 0121 -742 0248 TEL: 01384 4441 84  FAX: 01384 444968 TEL: 0121 354 231 1 FAX: 0121 354 1933 TEL: 020 8420 192S FAX: 020 8420 1928 

O'Brien Hi-Fi • 
ARCAYDIS • AUDIO NOTE • AUDIO RESEARCH • AUOIO TECHNICA • AVID • BEYER • CABLETALK • CHORD • 

CREEK • DIAPASON • DYNAVECTOR • EPOS • GOLORING • JADIS • JEKLIN • MICHELL • MOON • NAO • NAIM • 

ONKYO • OPERA • OPTIMUM/SPECTRUM • OED • REGA • RESDN • SENNHEISER • SME • SONNETEER • 

SONUS FABER • SUGDEN • TEAC • THORENS • TRANSPARENT CABLES • UNISON RESEARCH • ORIGIN LIVE • 

TRIANGLE • WATERFALL • WILSON 

Clearance/Secondhand/Ex Demo Equipment Deta i ls on Request 
w .. Now w .. Now 

ATCSIA2 amplifier(shl) £2500 £1 150 NADT760 Off era 

Audio Analogue Donizetti Stereo power (sJh) £595 t350 Onix-various models please enquire 

Elposure 301 0 amp (ex-demo) 11 000 £749 Onli A60MK11 (new) £795 £375 

Garrard Zero 100S (78 rpm) (sJh) £- £75 Onii A120MK11 (new) £995 '495 

Krell KAV300i (sJh) £2lOO £W5 Prologue 3 and 5 (ex-demo) £1898 £1600 

Martin logan Aerius i {rJll) £3150 m50 REL Strata ST1 1 1 (shl) £700 £295 

Martin logan Aeon{sJh) perlect £3150 n395 Sonus Faber Oomus sub (ex-demo) £1290 £W5 

Monrio Asty amp (ex-demo) black £450 £229 Sugden Maslerclass CD (new) £2700 £2200 

""" '°"' i�) (ex-demo) rts50 £895 Sugden Maslerciass Amplifier (new) £3150 £2250 

WoonEquinox (ex-demo) £1950 £1650 Theta Data 11 CO {new mech) £1500 £roJ 
Moon (iS) amplifier (ex-demo) £2650 £2150 Theta Oata Basic 1 1 +Pro Prime(sJh)) £- £699 

Moon Orion CDIOVO (ex-demo) £2859 £145(1 Waterlall lguascu (ei-demo) Nowprictchangedto £995 

ML1Slcal Fldelity T1 tuner(�) £500 £95 

, ,ji 
AUDIO ANALOGUE COPLAND KRELL 

0 % Instant Finance Available - Written details on request 
D e m o n st r a t i o n  room • Free car p a r k i n g  • M a j o r  C r e d i t  C a r d s  

Personal  E x p o rt • M a i l  O r d e r • I n sta l l a t i o n  Service • R e p a i r  fac i l it ies 
• 5 mins walk Raynes Park BR20 m i n s  Wate r l o o  

• 5 m i n s  from A3 ( R aynes P a r k  6 2 8 2  e x i t )  • 2 5  m i n s  M 2 5  J u n e  1 O 

60 D u rh a m  R o a d ,  West W i m b l e d o n , L o n d o n  S W 2 0  OTW 
Te l :  ( 0 2 0 )  8946 1 5 2 8/03 3 1  E m a i l :  s h o p @ o b r i e n h i f i . c o m  

O p e n  9 . 3 0 - 5 . 3 0 Tu e s d a y - S a t u r d a y  

�� y 
25 Years of Audio Visual Perfection 

152a HIGH STREET BLOXWICH WALSALL 
Late night Thursday 9am · 7pm 

01922 493499 
I 

www.soundacademy.co.uk 
llU&.TIROOllA UDIO, VIO•OSATELITTE 

ANDRl'OISTRl8UTIONFORSO UNOANDSCR••N 

AVI ln1emational Ltd 

Suites 6 & 7 Lightpill M�I 
www.avihifi.com Bath Rd T radtng Estate 

sales@avihifi.co. uk Stroud, Gloucestershire 
GL5 3QF 

More than 30 years on 

The Linn Sondek LP 1 2  turntable 

is  st i l l  avai lable today as the ult imate 

way to e nj oy recorded musi c .  

Hear i t  groove a t  . .  

� S O UND GALLERY 
6 5  Castle Street ,  H igh Wycombe, Bucks 
www. soundgal lery. co. uk 
0 1 494 5 3 1 682 



� c o o l GA L ES 
At www.coolgales.com , we bel ieve that buying h i -fi gear should be a breeze . 

Check out the reviews and b rochure down loads 

on our p rod u ct l i sti ngs .  Read how the VPI Scout­

m aster tu rntable presents music i n  an "aston ish i ngly 

rare" way (Hi-Fi Plus) . 

G ive us a free ca l l  on 0800 043 671 0 if you n eed more i nfo . We' l l  tel l  you what 

a g reat match the "extremely balanced , s u btle and i n cis ive" (Hi-Fi World) Lyra 

Argo i is with VPI  decks . 

Free del ivery on a l l  orders ove r £ 1 00,  inc lud ing the 

"drop-dead gorgeous" (positive-feedback. corn) 
Easte rn E lectric M i n i Max phone stage.  

A huge selection of h i -fi p rod u cts with style,  

l i ke the Ecl i pse TD5 1 0 speakers ,  which have 

"an i nteg rity and q u a l ity of articu lation that is 

ra re" (Hi-Fi Choice) .  

Cool Ga les ,  h i -fi made easy. 
G ive us a cl ick .  G ive us a ca l l .  

A 30-day money-back guarantee o n  most p roducts 

(deta i l s  on o u r  website ) ,  inc lud ing the l soTe k M i n i  S u b ,  
" a  s i g n ificant step forward " ( What Hi-Fi?) i n  mains 

con d it ion i n g .  

www . c o o l g a l es . c o m  
0800 043 6 7 1 0 

The Victoria S c hool  House :::::: H e n rietta Road :::::: Bath BA2 6LU 



[ Classified ] Dealer Directory 

DIRECTORY 
Choosing a good hi-fi dealer is the most 
vital step in acquiring the system that is 
right for you. This unique directory gives 
full information on dealers able to help in 
your area. 

CHESHIRE 

ACOUSTICA, 17 Hoole Rd,  Chester CH2 3 N H .  

www.acoustica.co .uk .  Tel: 01 244 344227. Al l  

that 's  best i n  H i ·F i  and  Home C inema from q u a l ity 

m a n ufacturers i nc l u d i n g  Amph ion ,  Arca m ,  ART, 

Aud io lab ,  Ayre, B&W Naut i lus ,  Classe, Foca l .JM Lab, 

Michel l  E n g i neeri ng ,  Mon itor Audio ,  Nairn Audio, 

Pri m a re, Q u a d rasp i re, Rega, R E L, Rote ! ,  Spendor, 

Sugden,  Thie l ,  Wad ia .  We offer fri end ly, he l pfu l 

advice, i n terest-free credit a n d  

trade- i n fac i l ities, a n d  del iver a n d  i nsta l l  systems 

thro u g h  Chesh i re, Merseys ide a n d  North Wales. 

Open Tues. - Sat. 1 0-5.30,  eve n i n g s  by a rrangement. 

NORTH WEST 

DOUG BRADY HI-FI,  Ki ngsway Stu d ios, Kin gsway 

North, Warrington WA l 3 N U. Te l :  0 1 9 2 5  8 2 8009. 

E m a i l :  doug .brady@ dougbradyh ifi .com.  Website: 

www.doug brady h ifi .com.  For the wid est ra nge of 

h i g h  q u a l ity h i -Ii i n  the N o rthwest. Fa mi ly  bus iness 

est. 45 years. 3 demo rooms, i nc. home c inema,  

home tr ia ls ;  de l iveries throug hout NW; Masterca rd , 

Visa, cred it  fac i l it ies - I nterest Free Cred it!  

Open 1 0. 3 0  - 6 .  Send for free map. 

HI-FI SHOWROOMS, l2a West St, 

off West St c a r  park ,  C o n g l eton ,  Ches h i re .  CW 1 2  

DORSET 

MOVEMENT AU DIO, 58B Ashley Road,  Pa rksto ne, 

Poo le .  Te l :  0 1 2 0 2  730865/3 8001 8.  www. 

movement-a ud io.co .uk .  Arca m,  Aud io  Vector, 

B&W, Castle, Chord El ectro n i cs, Cyrus, Denon ,  

Densen ,  Lavard in ,  M a ra ntz, M iss ion  ( i n c. FS series),  

NAO, P ioneer, Roksa n,  R E L, Rote ! ,  Ta n n oy ( i n c  

D i mens ion) ,  Ya m a h a .  3 demo roo ms, H i  Fi a n d  

Home C inema specia l i sts, easy pa rki n g  on site, 

h i g h  q u a l ity used eq u i p m ent, massive ra nge of 

a u d i o  and video leads and co nnectors etc. Cred it  

fac i l it ies .  Open Tu es-Sat 1 0- 5 . 3 0 .  

MOVEMENT A U D I O ,  9 2 6  W i m borne Road,  

Moordown, Bournemouth,  Do rset. Te l :  0 1 2 0 2  

5 2 9988/ 5 2 0066.  www. movement-a ud io.co .uk .  

Arca m,  B&W, Cel esti on ,  Denon ,  KEF, M a ra ntz, 

M i c h e l l ,  Mus ica l  F ide l ity, NAO, Opera ,  P ioneer, 

Project, Q u a d ,  R E L, Roksa n ,  Rate l ,  Ta n n oy, Teac, 

Ya m a h a .  Home c inema a n d  Hi F i  speci a l i sts, fu l l  

d e m o  fa c i l it ies, fri e n d l y  expert advice, h o m e  demo 

a n d  i nsta l lat ion ,  easy park ing ,  cred it fa c i l it ies, 

Visa/Masterca rd. Open Tu es-Sat 9 .30-5 .30 .  

LANCASHIRE 

ROMERS H I FI ,  1 1  Lomax Street, 

G re a t  H a rwood ,  Nr B l a c k b u r n ,  La nes .  B B 6  7 DJ .  

l J R .  Tel :  0 1260 28001 7. 0 1 2 5 4  8 8 0 2 2 0  M o n -Sat 9 - 5 .  

E m a i l :  m a i l @ h i f i s h owrooms.co . u k .  T h e  N o rt h west 's  p re m i e r  H i F i  a n d  H o m e  

Web: www. h if ishowrooms.co .uk .  Ca refu l ly  selected C i n e m a  d e a l e r  - fu l l  d e m o n strat i o n  fa c i l i t i e s ,  

a u d i o  ra nge, i n c l u d i n g  N a i rn ,  N A O ,  Roksa n, Miche l l ,  featu r i n g  t h e  fo l l owi n g  b ra n d s :  

H a r m a n ,  Pri m a re, Castle, V ienna ,  JM Labs, Neat E l ectro n i cs :  Arca m ,  Cy r u s ,  D e n o n ,  E x p os u re ,  

Acoustics, R u a rk, Aud ion Valve a m ps, Project, Q u a d ,  Lex i c o n ,  N . A . D . ,  P i o n e e r, R o k s a n ,  So ny, 

Goldr ing ,  Mon itor Audio. Also the best i n  AV from M o o n .  

H a rman ,  On kyo, Lexi con, M & K ,  Pri m a re, Paraso u n d ,  S p e a ke rs :  Foca l ,  J M  Labs ,  Q u a d ,  M o n i tor  A u d i o ,  

N a i rn ,  S I M 2 ,  Vutec, Da- l ite, REL, MJ Acoustics, Tote m ,  W h a rfed a l e .  

defi n i tve. Demonstration b y  appoi ntment. 

Open Tu esday - Satu rday. 

S u bwoofers :  Ve l o d y n e ,  R E L, MJ Aco u s t i c s .  

I ; • ' . t . . . .  

Members of the British Audio dealers 

Association are able to offer: 

e Two yea r gua ra ntee, tra nsfera ble to 
a nother BADA dea ler shou ld the p u r  
chaser move more tha n  30 m i les 
from h is/ her orig i na l add ress 

e low cost five yea r g ua ra ntee option 

• proper demonstration faci l i ties 

• seven day exchange or refu nd 
scheme if the dea ler' s advice is ta ken 
on prod uct selection 

• fu l ly gua ra nteed service work 
• customer compl a i nts proced u re in the 

event of problems 

For more information contact 
BADA on 

'ff' 0870 1 2 6 91 37 �L�BADA 
RJITISHAIJOIO llfAl.US A.Wl(lATION 
the symbol of security 

INDICATES MEMBERSHIP 
OF THE BRITISH AUDIO 
DEALERS ASSOCIATION 

Fu r n i t u re :  Ataca m a ,  Pa rt i n g t o n ,  O pt i m u m ,  

S o n u s ,  S o u n d a t i o n s .  

Cables :  N o rdost, Chord,  O E D ,  Va n D e n  H u i ,  TCI .  

And m a ny m o re lead i n g  brands,  i n  a l l  f ie lds .  Come 

down and see our expe rt, friend ly  staff with any 

of yo u r  problems,  be it a fi rst t i m e  p u rchase or  

u p g ra d i n g  yo u r  cu rre nt system .  

LEICESTERSHIRE 

LEICESTER HI-FI CO, St Mart ins  Square Leicester 

LEl S EW. Te l :  0 1 1 6  253 9753 

Fax:  0 1 1 6 2 6 2  6097 

Website: www.leicesterhif i .co .uk  

Emai l :  shop . le iceste rhifi@btcon nectcom 

Aco ustic Energy, Arca m,  Ataca ma,  Aud ica,  AVI D, 

B&W/Naut i l us, BenQ, Chord E l ectron ics, Creek, 

Crimson, Cyrus/Cyru sL ink ,  Denon,  Epos, Greig I K  

Loudspeakers, M a ra ntz, Miche l l ,  Miss ion,  Mordau nt­

Short M P3 Pl ayers, M u sical  F ide l ity, NAO, Opti m u m ,  

Pioneer, ProAc, Project, Pu re, Q u a d ,  R E L, Rote l ,  

Sen n h e iser, S h a rp, Teac, Tote m,  Ya maha ,  and  

more. 4 Liste n i n g  a reas/rooms over 3 Aoors. We 

can Demonstrate, Del iver and I nsta l l .  H i  F i/Home 

C inema/Mu lti-room Audio/Plasma/LCD/Custom 

I n sta l lat ion/Desi g n .  Barga i n  Bin on Website. 

Open Mon-Sat 9 .30-5 .30 

DIVINE AUDIO, The Courtyard, 
Bennett's Place, High Street, Market Harborough, 

LE15 7NL 01858 432999 
leicestershire's freshest hi-fi and home cinema 

retailer, offering a service that you expect in an 

environment that will excite you. 

Stunning cinema and two channel demonstration 

facilities, comfy chairs, and coffee! 

We get exceptional results from Altam, Arcam FMJ, 
Art Loudspeakers, Beyerdynamic, Chord Cables, 

DNM Cables, Exposure, Focal.JMLab, lnfocus, 

lsoblue, Kube Design, Loewe televisions, Merlin 

Cables, NAO, Nottingham Analogue Studio, Opera 

Loudspeakers, Partington, Pathos, PMC, ProAC, 
Pro-Ject, Pure, Quadraspire, REL, Sennheiser, Screen 

lnt, Sonus, Sugden, Tivoli, and Unison Research. 

We are open Tuesday - Saturday 9.30 - 5.30 
and by arrangement 
Free parking outside the courtyard. 
All normal methods of payment accepted. 

01858 432999 
WWW.DIVINEAUDIO.CO.UK. 

INFO@DIVINEAUDIO.CO.UK 

LIVERPOOL 

ACOUSTICA, 17 Hoole Rd, Chester CH2 3 N H .  Te l :  

01 244 344227. See  o u r  m a i n  e ntry u nd e r  Chesh i re. 

LONDON 

CORNFLAKE.CO.UK, 37 Windmill Street, 

London WlT 2JU. Tel: 020 7631 0472, 
fax: 020 7436 7165. E-mail: help@ cornflake.co.uk. 

Open Tues-Sat 10·6, Thurs l 0-7. 
The special ists in h igh quality sound, be it for 
one room or many more. They offer friendly 

advice, and a full delivery and i nstallation 

service is  ava i lable. Two listening rooms with 

full A/V facil ities demonstrating Arcam, ATC, 
AVI, Bryston, Dynaudio, lsotek, Ma rk Levinson, 

Lexicon, Nairn, Origin Live, Proceed, PMC, Rega, 

Totem, Ya maha and more. Service department. 

Amex, Mastercard, Switch, Visa and worldwide 
mail  order service. Still the coolest 

Hi-Fi shop in London. www.comflake.co.uk. 

NORFOLK 

BASICALLY SOUND, The Old School Rd , Bracon 

Ash ,  N o rwich NR 1 4  8 H G .  

Te l :  01 508 570829.  

Audio Ana logue,  Beyer, Bryston, 

Chord ca b les, Creek, Denon,  Dynavector, E pos, 

Go ldr ing ,  Grado, lsoblue,  N a i rn ,  

ProAc, PMC, Rega, So u ndstyle, Thu le ,  

Un ison Research. 

2 comprehens ive demo rooms. Home Tri a l .  Free 

i nsta l lat ion .  Visa, Masterca rd . 

0% F ina nce. Tues-Fri 9 .30- l ,  2 -5 .30 .  

Al l  day Sat. 

www.falcon-acoustics.co.uk 

NOmNGHAMSHIRE 

NOTTINGHAM HI-FI  CENTRE, 1 2 0- 1 2 2  Alfreton 

Road, Notti n g h a m .  Te l :  01 1 5  978 691 9.  www. 

notti n g h a m h ifi .co .uk .  We a re the a rea's lead i n g  

specia l i sts. R e l a x  i n  o u r  su perb demonstration 

roo ms and enjoy the very best i n  H i-F i ,  m u lti-room 

and home cinema solut ions.  Our outsta nd i ng 

custo mer service means a two-year pa rts a n d  l abour  

g u a ra ntee, an  on-site service d e p a rtment a n d  a fu l l  

de l ivery a n d  i nsta l l at ion service. Home tri a l s  and  free 

easy pa rki n g  a re a lso ava i l a b le .  Esta bl ished in 1 9 68, 

we have been giving sound advice for over 3 0  yea rs. 

Open Mon-Sat 9 - 5 .30.  



OXFORDSHIRE 

ASTLEY AU DIO LTD, 3 Ma rketplace, Wa l l i n gford 

OX l O  DEG.  Te l :  01491  B39305,  fax: 01491  B2 5024. 

Fou n d ed 1 97 5 .  Great deals  on B&W, Denon,  KEF, 

Mara ntz, Miss ion,  Panasonic, P ioneer, Project, Sony, 

Tech n ics, Ya maha . Home tr ia l ,  i nsta l l at ion a n d  

de l ivery service. Service dept on site. 2 yr g u a ra ntee 

on  most p rod u cts. I nterest free cred it  on sel ected 

items. 1 home c inema roo m, 2 l i ste n i n g  rooms. 

Mastercard, Visa, Amex, D i n ers. I nsta nt credit 

Tues-Fri 9-5 .30,  Sat 9-5 _ CDs and DVDs stocked. 

SOMERSET 

MIKE MAN NING AUDIO, 1 1 0  M i d d l e  Street, 

Yeovi l ,  Somerset BA20 1 N E .  Tel: 0 1 9 3 5  47 9 3 6 1  

54 B r i d g e  Street, Ta u nto n.  Te l :  0 1 B 2 3  3 2 6 6BB.  

www. m i ke m a n n i n g a u d i o .com. 

The H i Fi and  A/V speci a l i sts. 

The best i n  H i Fi and Home Cinema fro m:  AU D I O N  

VALVE, B&W, M I LLER & KRE ISE LL, D E N O N ,  

DYNAVECTOR. D E N S E N ,  FOCALE ( J M  Lab),  

HARMON KARDON,  S IM Projectors and  screens, 

H ITAC H I  ( Plasma and  LCD), KEF, NAIM AUDIO ,  

NAD,  P ION E E R  (P lasma a n d  AV) R EVOLVER, 

R EGA, ROTEL 02 & 10 Ser ies ,  ROYD, SHAH I N IAN, 

S P E N D ER, TEAC, WELL T E M P E R E D  tu rnta bles, 

YAMAHA. Dedicated Demonstration lounges 

for  re laxed and  u n p ressu red demo nstrati ons.  

Home i nsta l lations on most systems. Fu l l  service 

department Masterca rd, Visa, I n stant Cred it Cl osed 

Mondays (Yeov i l )  - Tuesdays (Ta u nto n )  

SOUTH WEST 

THE RIGHT NOTE, tel :  0 1 2 2 5  8747 2 B .  G ive you r 

ears a new reference point for the best sounds at 

a ny p rice. Forget reviews and try ing to put togeth er 

a system l i ke a patchwork qui lt  with the 'best' b its 

a ro u n d .  It's o u r  job to do the assess i n g ,  you judge 

the  resu lts. Come here, o r  we' l l  come to you ,  and  

p lan  a system for  the futu re, even if you  spread the  

p u rchases. Leave " u p g rade-it is" beh ind ,  save money 

and  e njoy mus ic J u st l i sten, and  you ' l l  know. CD: 

Accuphase, Adva ntage, Audio Synthesis,  Ba lanced 

Aud io Technol ogy, dCS ( E l g a r  etc), Meracus, Pass, 

Sugden,  Wa d i a _  Vinyl :  Aud io  Synthesis, Basis, 

Clearaud io ,  DNM, G ra h a m ,  (The) Groove, Leh m a n n  

( B l ack Cu be), Miche l l ,  S u m i ko, Tra nsfi g u rat ion.  Amps: 

Accu ph ase, Adva ntage, Ba lanced Audio Techno logy, 

CAT, D N M ,  Gam ut, L u m l ey, Meracus, M iche l l ,  Nagra ,  

Pass, Sonneteer, Spectra l, Sugden .  Spea kers: Aud io  

Physic, B KS, Ethos, Ha rbeth, Lumley, Magnep lanar, 

N EAT, Tote m, Verity Audio .  Tu ners: Accu phase,  

Magnum Dyn a l a b .  Cables: Argento, Chord Co, D N M ,  

Hovland ,  Nordost, Son icli n k, Si ltech, Ya m a m u ra 

C h u rch i l l .  M a i ns: Accu phase. 

Dealer Directory [ Classified ] 

A��8J28 �{8::;..- the symbol of security 

STAFFORDSHIRE SUSSEX 

ACOUSTICA, 1 1 4  Wolve rham pton Road, Stafford POWERPLANT, 40 Ch u rch Road, Hove BN3 2 FN.  

ST1 7  4A H _  www.acoustica.co .uk  Te l :  0 1 7 8 5  2 5 B 2 1 6. Tel: 0 1 2 7 3  7 7 597B. E-ma i l : sa les@powerpla nt.co .uk  

Al l  that's best i n  H i  -Fi a n d  Home C inema from Whatever you r  budget we can h e l p  you choose 

q u a l ity m a n ufacturers i n c l u d i n g  Arca m, ART, from o u r  ca refu l ly  selected ra nge of today1 s f inest 

Aud io lab ,  Ayre, B&W, Foca l . JM Lab, MJ Acoustics, h i -fi ,  home c inema and m u lti-room eq u i pment. 

Mon itor Audio ,  Nairn Audio ,  Pri m a re, Rega, R E L, Reco m mended agencies i nc lude  Arca m, Bose, B&O, 

Rote l ,  Spendor, Sugden, Thiel ,  Wad i a ,  Ya m a h a  Pre Cyrus, E pos, lsotek, L inn, Loewe, Michel ,  M & K, PMC, 

INDICATES MEMBERSH IP 
OF TH E BRITISH AU DIO 
DEALERS ASSOCIATION 

YORKSHIRE (SOUTH) 

DONCASTER 

THE HI-FI STU DIOS, The Long Barn,  Wakefie ld  

Road, H a m pole,  Doncaster D N 6  7 E U .  Te l :  01302 

727 274/ 7 2 5550, fax: 0 1302 7 2 7 274. 

E m a i l :  i n fo@theh ifistu d i os .freeserve.co . u k .  

W e b :  theh ifistu d i os.co .uk  

H i -F i ,  Home Cinema a n d  M u lti-Room experts. 

E m i nent. We offer friend ly, h e l pfu l advice, i nterest ProAc, Ru nco, Stewart, Triad ,  Ve lodyne and Ya m a h a .  M u s i c a l  F ide l i ty, Tag Mclaren,Wad ia ,  Anthony 

-free cred it and trade- in  fac i l ities, and del iver a n d  Excel lent demo nstration fac i l ities, knowledgeable a n d  G a l l ow, ProAc, Ruark, Castle, Teac, Un ison Research, 

i n sta l l  systems t h ro u g h o ut Staffo rds h i re and the 

M i d l a nds.  Open ing  h o u rs Tues. - Sat. 1 0.30-6.00, 

eve n i ngs by a rra ngement. 

SUFFOLK 

EASTERN AUDIO, 41 Bramfo rd Rd, I pswich I P l  

2 LU .  Te l :  0 1 473 2 1 7 2 1 7. E m a i l :  H i Fi@eastern-a ud io .  

corn.  G iv ing sou n d  adv ice  for  over 2 5  yea rs. Park i n g .  

Demo roo m .  Lots of free advice. Arca m ,  Merid ian ,  

Denon,  Quad,  NAD, B&W, Cel estion,  Project, KEF, 

Castle, Techn ics, Top Ta pe, p l u s  a l l  the usua l  and  

u n usua l  leads, cables, sta nds, racks, headpho nes, 

cartridges & styli etc. 1=1�n1_,1 

AU DIO IMAGES, 1 2 8  Lo ndon Road North, 

Lowestoft. Suffo l k  NR32 1 H B _ 01 502 5 8 2 B 5 3  

info@a udio images-h ifi.com · www.audioimages-h ifi.com 

TH E H ifi & Home Cinema shop. 

From the smal lest item to the largest custom insta l l  

Fu l ly remote l i g hting systems. 

A refresh i ngly d ifferent selection with Valve amps to 

transistor, Cartridges to headphones & Turntables to 

Projectors. He lpfu l ,  friendly people to deal with. 

Synthesis, Rothwel l ,  Sh inpy-aud io Volta, Sugden, 

Triangle, Castle, Michell, ScreenPlay, Lumley, Harman 

Kardon, Project, Rako, Sim2, On kyo, Velodyne, Vincent, 

Stax, Grado, Pathos, JM Labs, Pioneer, M i rage, Hovland,  

Boulder, Tom Evans Audio Design, lsol -B,  Ortofon, 

Goldring, Van den Hu i ,  Townshend, Vifa & many others 

to l ist 

All fu l l  dealer facilities with sepa rate dem room, repairs 

and servicing. 

friendly staff. Ced ia  member 

Open Tues·sat 1 0.30am - 5.30pm. 

A l l  ma1or credit cards. Fu l l  credit faci l ities. 

WEST MIDLANDS 

ACOUSTICA, 1 1 4  Wolve rha m pton Road, Stafford 

ST1 7  4AH. Te l :  0 1 7 8 5  2 5 B 2 1 6. 

See o u r  m a i n  entry u n d e r  Chesh i re .  

G R I F F I N  AUDIO, 3 G i b b  Terrace, G i b b  Street, 

B i rm i n g h a m  89 4AA Te l :  0 1 2 1  2 24 7300 

www.griffi naud io.co.u k  

B i r m i n g h a m ' s speci a l i st h i-fi a n d  h o m e  c inema 

consu ltancy_ A select ra nge of q u a l ity equ i p ment fro 

Arca m, ART Loudspea kers, Aud io lab ,  Foca l .JM La b, 

L inn, Nairn, Rega, S h a h i n i a n ,  Spendor & Sugden .  

Accessories from Q u a d rasp i re, The Chord Co, 

Harmon ic  Techno logy and Mus icWorks. Come and  

l i sten to just how good mus ic can sound .  Ca l l  us to 

a rra n g e  you r  person a l  demonstratio n .  

SALISBURY HI-FI, 1 5  Cather ine Street, Sa l i sbury. 

Te l :  0 1 7 2 2  3 2 2 1 69/330B41 . www. movement-a ud io .  

co . u k .  Arca m, Aud io Ana logue ,  B&W, Cel estion,  

Chord Compa ny, Denon,  H a rmon Kardon,  KEF, 

M a rantz, Merid i a n  ( i nc. D i g ita l  th eatre), M iss ion,  

Michel l ,  Mus ica l  F ide l ity, NAD, N o rdost. Opera ,  

Project, Q E D, Rote l ,  R E I, Teac, Ya maha .  H o m e  

C inema and  H i  Fi specia l ists, m u lti r o o m  a n d  

com mercia l  i nsta l lat ion speci a l i sts, service dept. on  

site, h i g h  q u a l ity used  e q u i pm ent, projection TV 

a n d  p lasma.  2 demo rooms, credit faci l it ies, Visa/ 

Masterca rd . Open Mo n-Sat 9 .30-5 .30.  

I m p u lse H o rns, Mon i to r  Audio ,  Ha rbeth, NAD, 

Michel l  Tu rnta b les, Aud io  Analogue,  Livi ng 

Vo ice, Exposu re, Densen, Lynwood E lectron i cs, 

Opera, Trichord Rese a rch, Nordost, Sta nds U n i q ue, 

Stax E l ectrostatics, Ortofon, Project, Go ldr ing ,  

R E L  Su bwoofers, Tag Mclaren, S I M  2 & Denon 

H o m e  Cinema products, p lus  others. Viewi ng and  

demonstration by  appo i ntment. Home t r i a l s  and 

free i nsta l l ation on h i -fi eq u i p ment. Credit card and  

fi n a n ce fac i l it ies.  Phone for  m o re i nfo rmati o n .  

1 0am-6 .30pm Tu es-Fri, 1 0a m - 5 p m  Sat. 

Cl osed Sunday & Monday. l.;f!Hl!, 

WALES 

NORTH WALES 

ACOUSTICA, 1 7  Hoole  Rd, Chester C H 2  3 N H .  Te l :  

01 244 344227. S e e  o u r  m a i n  entry u n der  Chesh i re .  

ACTON GATE AUDIO, 4 Ruabon Rd . .  Wrexham.  

Te l :  01 97B 3 64500. Aud io Visu a l  speci a l i sts. AA D, 

Arca m,  Audio Analogue, Bose, Cel estion,  Castle, 

Denon,  H a rm a n - Kardon ,  J a m o, J B L, M a ra ntz, 

Miche l l ,  M ission,  Musica l  F ide l ity, NAD, On kyo, P u re 

D i g ita l ,  Quad,  R E L, Roksan,  Ruark, Ta n n oy, Teac, 

U KD, Un ico, Vibe, Ya maha .  Demonstration room, 

i nsta l l at ion service_ Easy pa rki ng and motorway 

access. Masterca rd, Visa etc. 
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DIY CORNER SPEAKERS 
Part 23 Enclosure Subtleties (part 4) 

L ast month's p i ece looked at the th ree 

m a i n  wood-based opti ons for the spea ker 

b u i l d e r  - p lywood , ch i pboard and M D F. 

Of the th ree, M OF is the most recent ly 

d eve loped, and has ra p i d ly and u n questionab ly  

become the most popu l a r. 

Th is  is beca use it's m u ch the eas iest a n d  

most pred i cta b l e  o f  t h e  three t o  work. U n l i ke 

coarser wood composites, M D F's b l end  of 

sawd ust a nd  res i n  may be mach i ned i nto 

comp l ex sha pes if  des i red .  However, i f  you 

work M D F  with routers, sa nde rs a n d  the l i ke, 

wea r a mask, and work in a we l l  vent i l ated 

space - outdoors is  i dea l  - beca use the dust it 

creates is  not good for l u ngs or  s i n uses. 

2 SECOND HAND BUYER 1uly 2005 

Recta n g u l a r  boxes a re the tra d it i ona l  s hape 

for spea kers, beca use they're the eas iest to 

b u i l d .  The troub l e  with recta ng u l a r  boxes is 

that a l l  the opposite su rfaces a re pa ra l l e l ,  so 

t ig htly focused i nte rn a l  sta n d i n g  waves 

correspon d i n g  to width ,  depth a n d  he i ght a re 

generated wh ich  create ' boxy' co lo rat ions .  

Recent ly, manu factu rers have adopted 

sha pes that avo id  strict recta n g u l a rity, a n d  

even taperi n g  t h e  s ides s o  that front a n d  back 

pane ls a re s l i g htly d i ffe rent widths, wi l l  b ri n g  a 

worthwh i l e  red u ct ion i n  boxi ness. 

The d ifficu lty for the D IYer  is  cutt i ng  

non - recta n g u l a r  edges  to  a p recise a ng l e  to 

ensure an accu rate fit. If i ns ide-edge batte n i n g  

is  used,  t h i s  is fu rther comp l i cated by t h e  need 

to cut the battens to s im i l a r  a n g les. These a re 

not easy tasks without decent too ls  a nd  a fa i r  

amount o f  experi ence .  HFC 
Paul Messenger 

DIY CONTACTS 

FALCON ACOUSTICS e 01493 751100 
"'' www.falcon-acoustics.co. uk 
WILMSLOW AUDIO e 01455 2 8 6603 

€•) www.wilmslow-audio.co.uk 
IPL ACOUSTICS e 01271 867439 
€>) www. iplacoustics.co.uk 
NEXT MONTH: More on Enclosure Subtleties 
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Visit our web site for 
complete l i st of brands 
stocked. 

I I D�f)� 8 
brig hton h i -fi  exc hange 
e-mai l  telephone 

web m o b i l e  

What's new and exciti ng? 

We have an extens ive 
range of used h i -fi 
equipment. Shown on 
the right is just a small 
sample of the products 
we have . 

Visit o u r  we b site: 
-.hlflguy.co.uk 
as the l i st changes dai ly. 

Services include 
collect your hl -fl 
del iver your hl -fl 
home Instal lation 
trade-In 
part-exchange 
commission sales 

Acoustic Signature 
Hand-crafted masterpieces of music making. 
which are developed, produced and made for 
natural listening. Ask us to tell you about the 
'Mambo' model... 

ASR 
Have a very definite idea of how an amplifier 
should sound. The musical reproduction should 
be homogeneous and natural, combining the 
harmony and musicality of a superb tube amplifier 
with the accuracy and power distribution of 
modem transistor amplifiers.The perfect integrated 
amplifier?We think so! 

Basis 
The phi losophies underlying Basis designs 
are sound principles of physics; provable 
concepts that result in the most accu rate 
replay of records possible.  Did we mention 
that they look visually stun n i ng? 

Kings Audio 
We are the south coast main  dealer for 
this exciting n ew range of affordabl e  
e l ectrostatic loudspeakers from Ki ngs A u d i o .  
If you l ove fu l l - range e l ectrostatics you m u s t  
a u d i t i o n  these! 

Luxman 
A range of products are avai lable and vve just 
have to mention the L-509F Integrated model. 

Falling in love with the sound of the L-509F 
Integrated Amplifier is easy but leaving our 
place without one could prove rather more 
challenging! 

Music First 
David Price says," The MF Audio pre is 
extremely open and sophisticated musical 
performer that betters a number of even 
more expensive designs. " We definitely 
agree! 

J ust a few of our latest 
used bargains • • •  

Alon Signature Speakers £2750 
Audio Artestry Dvorak Speakers £2500 
Audio ResearchVT200 £5995 
Audion Silver Knights with Border Patrol £ 1 800 
Bryston 7BST mono's £2000 
Cadence Arca Speakers £2750 
Clear Audio master reference £5000 
Conrad Johnson Premier SA Mono £6500 
Krell FPB250 Monoblocks £4500 
Krell KAV3001L lnt Amplifier £2400 
Marantz SA- I SACD/CD Player £2400 
Meridian S6000 Speakers £ 1 900 
Monitor Audio Studio 20SE £ 1 1 00  
M usical Fidel ity CDPRE £ 1 000 
Musical FidelityA3CR Preamp £450 
Musical Fidelity ACR Poweramp X2 (each) £450 
Nagra P-PL Pre £4500 
Nordost SPM Spk Cable 3m Banana £ 1 200 
NordostValhalla I m  RCA Interconnect £ 1 000 
NordostValhalla 3m Bi-wire Spk Cable £3200 
NordostVishnu 2m Power Cord £250 
Plinius 1 00 MK3 Poweramp £ 1 900 
PMC BBS Speakers £5500 
Resolution Audio CDSS £ 1 200 
Sony SACD I £ 1 700 
Sould LabA I speakers £61XK) 
Tannoy Canterbury £4995 
Transparent Ultra 8ft speaker cable £900 

Heatherd a le 
e au d io l i m ited 

202 F i ndon Road 
Worth ing,  West Sussex 

BN l 4 OEJ 
Web; www. h i fi - stereo .com 

E-ma i l ;  heatherdale@h if i -stereo .com 
Telephone 0 1 903 872288 

Mobi le 07860 66000 1 
Fax 0 1  903 872234 

- · -

Speakers: 
Thiel  2 . 3  speakers with Transparent cable 
Orig in  Live OL-2 speakers 
Spica TC-50 speakers 
Orchid LWO speakers ex-demo 
Kef Concord spea kers 
BKS Hybrid 1 07 Supreme speakers 
Mordaunt Short MS 1 0  speakers 
Mordaunt Short MS8 l 5 speakers 

Pre-amps: 
Mark Levinson 26 pre-amp (balanced) 
Musical F idel ity 3A pre-amp 
Conrad Johnson MC l 0 FET Pre-amp 
Nairn Noe 92 with Nap 90/3 omp 
Proceed PAV pre-amp 
Ratel RC-995 pre-amp 

Amplifiers: 
Mark Levi nson 27.5 ampl ifier 
Jeff Rowland Model 5 power amp 
Bryston 4B-SST power amp 
Cyrus 2 integrated amp 
Mark Levinson 43 1 Amp (ex demo) 
Audio Research Dl 30 power amp 
Audionote Neira mono-blocks 
Parasound HCA 1 OOOA amp 
Audionote Kegon mono's (new) 
Advantage integrated amp 
Perreuax 200ip i nt. amp 
Sir ius (Gamut 1 1 1 ) Power omp 
Denon POA-T3, th ree eh .  Amp 
Mark Levi nson ML383 integrated amp 

CD Players, Transports & DAC's: 
Theta Data Basic CD tra nsport 
Mark Levinson 3 1  .5 CD transport 
Sonic Frontiers Tra nsport 3 (5K new) on ly 
Counterpoint DA- 1 OE DAC 
Lab 47 flat fish with Progression doc & PSU 
Roksan Attessa with ROC DA 1 doc & PSU 
Denon DCD 590 CD Player 
Sony CDP M4 l CD player 
Pioneer PD-S502 CD player 

Miscellaneous: 
Hitach i  FT5500 Mk1 1 tuner 
Sony ST-SE570 Tuner 
Accuphase DS 1 200V Power supply 
Tech n ics ST-GT550 Tuner 
Winds ALM-0 1 stylus Gauge (NEW) 

Turntables, Cartridges & Tonearms: 
Blue Pearl with Graham Phantom arm 
Mark Levi nson 25S phone stage with PSU 
Zyx ai rey Cryogenic copper cables 
Audio Tekne Cartridge with step-up transformer 
My Sonic Emi nent cartridge (new) 
Project 9c S carbon fibre si lver wi red arm 

Main Dealer for: 

£ 1 795 
£250 
£275 

£ 1 995 
£ 1 50 

£ 1 495 
£60 

£ 1 50 

£ 1 250 
£ 1 75 
£395 
£595 

£ 1 395 
£295 

£ 1 695 
£ 1 995 
£ 1 795 

£ 1 75 
£3850 

£995 
£5495 

£345 
£ 1 1 995 

£ 1 495 
£ 1 095 
£ 1 795 

£275 
£3500 

£395 
£4750 
£ 1 995 

£395 
£3995 

£695 
£60 
£60 
£95 

£ 1 25 
£60 

£3495 
£65 

£525 

£9995 
£2395 

£995 
£2995 
£2750 

£375 

Mark Levinson, Ayre Acoustic, Tannoy Prestige speakers, 
Thiel speakers, Audionote, Esoteric, 
Bolzano Villetri speakers, SME, Sta.x, Cello, Lyra, 

\...
My-Sonic, Revel, Audio Tekne, Michell. 
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defi n itive a u d i o  
Definitive Audio offers you a fresh and focused way of choosing a sophisticated 
sound for your home. Our service is bespoke, our phi losophy is unique and our 
reputation peerless. The systems we create are infused with an elusive qual ity 

that will expand your musical horizons . 

Living Voice I BX-R2 

Sale of part exchanged and ex-dem items 

Nordost Valhal la speaker cable - 7ft single set 

Nordost Valhal la 1 m interconnect - 2 sets 

Hovland H P 1 00 l ine/phone pre-amp 

Wilson System 6 loudspeakers 

Mcintosh 2000 power-amp 

Musical Fidelity 30 Nu Vista CD player 

Van den Hui Col ibri (new) 

Sale 

£3000 

£2000 

£3000 

£9000 

£7000 

£ 1 400 

£1 800 

New 

£6000 

£4000 

£6500 

£ 1 8000 

£ 1 3500 

£2750 

£3000 

Voyd Reference turntable. Unique example of th is benchmark design .  
Offered for sale on behalf o f  t h e  designer - never previously sold . Th is 
turntable has a huge specification including, 30mm Lexan p latter; massive 
Papst motor system; extreme power supply; beautiful satin rosewood pl inth . 
Sale includes AudioNote wired Helius Cyalene tonearm and ANUK 10-
l im ited field coi l cartridge with PSU ( 1 5  hours use). Comes with 
manufacturers warranty on turntable . 

£1 2000 £25000 

Conrad J o hnson Premier 1 40 - power amp - 2003 - very good condition 

Conrad Johnson Premier 1 6LS - remote control pre-amp - 3 years old 

Living Voice OBX-R2 loudspeaker - Ebony 

Pathos 2 box pre-amp with remote control • spotless 

Audion Golden Night 300B monos - very good condit ion 

U n ison Simply 845 beefcake integrated amp 

Cardas Neutral Reference speaker cable - 2 metres - very near ly new 

Cardas Neutral Reference interconnect - 1 metre - very nearly new 

Vertex Moncayo speaker cable - 1 5' pair - one month o ld 

Border Patrol Control U nit 1 - l ine pre-amp 

Canary Audio 608LV integrated amp - serviced - warranty - hovland caps 

Art Audio PX25 - 5watts - Single ended flea power for the sensitive type 

Notti ngham Analogue Spacedeck with RB 300 & Living Voice Mystic Mat 

Tube Technology Prophet pre-amp - 30hrs use 

Tube Technology Unisis Signature integrated - 30 hours use 

Rogue Audio Melis pre-amp and Atlas power amp combo - ex dem 

Oracle Delphi turntable with Linn l ttok tonearm 

Musical Fidel ity Nu-Vista M3 CD player (200 1 )  - as new condition - boxed 

Audio l n ovations Fi rst Audio - fully serviced - delightful 

AVI S.2000 M1 integrated amp 

Border Patrol S.20 power amp - mahogany - nearly new 

Audio Mecca Mephisto CD transport 

Sugden Optima mm/me phone stage - excel lent little thing 

Canary Audio 301 300B stereo push-pul l  power amp - lovely 

Canary Audio 303 [ 1 1 0v] - new - lovel ier 

Audio Innovations Series 1 OOO monos - fully serviced - class A classic 

Revolver 33 loudspeakers - grey and maple 

B&W COM loudspeakers 
Audio I n novations Series 500 integrated - classic - fully serv iced 

Aloia pre-amp - very new - very good condition - beautiful ly made 

Te l :  0 1 1 5  973 3222 
Fax : 0 1 1 5  973 3666 

£4500 

£4000 

£3800 

£ 1 500 

£ 1 750 

£ 1 800 

£500 

£350 

£ 1 000 

£ 1 000 

£ 1 500 

£2750 

£700 

£1 500 

£ 1 500 

£ 1 750 

£475 

£ 1 400 

£850 

£300 

£5000 

£ 1 000 

£ 1 99 

£3400 

£3800 

£800 

£300 

£ 1 99 

£800 

£900 

Internet: www. definitiveaudio. co. uk 
email: shout@definitiveaudio.co. uk 

£7500 

£8000 

£5000 

£4500 

£3750 

£780 

£500 

£2000 

£ 1 700 

£3000 

£4500 

£ 1 1 00 

£2500 

£2500 

£2250 

£3000 

£ 1 000 

£7000 

£2500 

£5400 

£7200 

£600 

£2800 
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II 

ZU Loudspea kers 
We're big fans of high 

sen�tility loudspeakers 
ond oil three models in the 

Zu ronge boast l 01 dB .  

Sa, i f  )IJU're fed up with 
mu�c that seems ta be 

gasping far breath through 
complex aass-overs and 

deisel powered amplifiers, 
arrange to hear it 'easy'. 

But be prepared, 
the 'shock of the real' is 

like� to overturn ol l )llur 
preconceptions and muse 

\IJU tu re-evolute everyth ing 
)llu've been led to believe 

obout todoy's hype-n. 

ACOUST IC 
S I GNATU RE 
Meticulous engineering, 
superb materials ond 
mossive construction 
offers doss leoding 
performance with style 
Our reference turntoble . 

• 

• . . 
I 

LUXMAN 
The new Luxrnon L-509f integrated omp l ifier 
provides an  effortless l 50wpc of convincing 

musicol controsts with del icious subtlety. 

The L-509f is ea�ly copable of driving some 
notoriously difficult speoker loods ond with o 
very high quo l ity MM/MC phono-stoge we 
believe it's o lso someth ing of o bargo in .  

HO R N I N G  
Rear mounted, 1 2" boss 
d rivers of ou r  reference 
Horn ing Agothons del iver 
real boss and Lowther 
midronge plus Lotus hf 
d river offers valve omps 
o dream coup l ing .  

ART AUDIO Oiavala 300B Power amplifier New valves £ 1 995 
AUD IONET Amp 1 Power amp (£3000) Mint £895 
AUDIO I N NOVATIONS 500 Integrated amp New valves £475 
AUDIOSTATIC DCI Wing loudspeakers (£5000) Mint, boxed £2995 
BAT VK-5i Pre-amp (£3495)  Mint, boxed £ 1 595 
BAT VK-1 50SE Monablacks (£ 1 5  500) Mint, flight cases £799 5 
BOW Wazaa XL SS Integrated Mint, boxed £ 1 695 
CARDAS Go lden Reference 1 mtr  RCA Superb £595 
CARDAS Quad l ink 1 2 ' bi-wire, spades Superb £795 
CAT SU U ltimate Pre-amp + phono stage (£7000) Mint, boxed £3995 
CUSTOM DESIGN Icon hi-fi rack (£599) Ex-dem, mint £350 
CONSONANCE Rei 1 . 2 Pre-amp (£2995)  Ex-dem, m in t  £ 1 995 
CYRUS C06 CO Player Mint £525 
DENON C06000 OSE CO Player Mint, boxed £ 1 25 
DIAPASON KARIS Bookshelf Speakers Beautiful walnut, boxed £595 
KUZMA Stabi S (B rass) Mint, boxed £750 
LINN SONDEK LPl  2 (Trampol in) New Or ig in L ive U ltra DC motor and 
new or ig in Live Conqueror arm. (C i rca £4500) Mint £2995 
MELDS 402 Monoblocks (Circa £8000) As new, boxed £2895 
ORIGIN LIVE Aurora t/t with Silver Mk2 arm (£ 1 595 )  New £ 1 295 
ORTOFON MCA? 6 MC transformer - 2 Gain levels Superb £1 25 
PREC IOUS METALS SS202B (Ba lanced) Excellent £249 
SHAN LING CO-Tl 00 CO Player Ex-dem, boxed £ 1 295 
SME IV Tonearm ( less than 12 h rs  use) Mint, boxed £895 
SUMO Gold Valve Pre & 3008 Push/Pu l l  monoblacks Serviced £ 1 995 
TALON Raven Speakers, B lock/glass f in ish (£7000) Mint £2995 
THE HEAD Phono-stage Excellent £349 
TOWNSHEND lsolda Spkr Cables - 3 mtr banana Mint £375 
UN ISON RESEARCH Mystery Pre-amp Excellent £799 
XTC CDTl LE CO Transport Remote control As new, boxed £495 

www. a u d i o l i n cs . co m  
GRANTHAM (A 1 )  L INCS 

NATIONWI DE  DELIVERY DAI LY EXPORT 
PART- EXCHANGE MOST CREDIT CARDS II 

Back in the 70s, hen LPi2s were king, there was his theory put 
about by inn t at ont end was the m t · mportant part of 
the hi·fi chain, and providing that was right, the system would 
sound gr a . While accepting that ere is some ruth in th is, I 
have never fully agreed and from e rience know that speakers 
are the most cr it ical  component. lnvar'ably, when vi siting 
customers to sort their problems, it is invariab the spea ers 
which a re the problem, though they generally Jame the 
amplification. There are not any great speakers u here, which 
is wh , visitin · · Shows, I only really concentrate on speaker 
man facturers' demos, in the hope of finding something special. 
There was no doubt that at the Las Vegas Show in January the 
best sound came from the Nola Pegasus and Viper llA demos, and 
at th rec nt Bristol how was glad to accept a 'Product of the 
Year' Award from Hi·Fi+ Mag zine (see w .nolaspeakers.com). I 
don't have those on demo yet as they are a bit pricey an large for 
the average British home, b t the smaller Vipers are on de os. 
Another great range is hat from AVI (Neutron IV, Pro-Ni e+, uo, 
Trio, Bric), ( .a ihifi.com) of which the first hree will generally 
be on demo. So you want something out of the ordinary, do g ive 
a ring, or send an e·ma ·1. 
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BIG EARS A UDIO 
WE A CCEPT PAYPAL PAYMENTS and ALL CREDIT CARDS!! 

NAIM: FULL RANGE OF PRODUCTS INCLUDING ALL ACCESSORIES 
AND THEIR SUPERB CD RANGE!! 

UNIQUE BLA CKCAT PANTHER INTERCONNECTS, Cryogenica//y treated, fitted 
with 'Eichmann Silver Bullet Plugs' £185 per metre pair 

S E LECTED PRODUCTS FROM: A UDIO NOTE: ROKSAN: /SOBLUE: ATACAMA: A UDIO 
ANALOGUE: A UD/ON: BLACK CAT ELECTRONICS: CARTRIDGE MAN: CONSONANCE VALVE 
EQUIPMENT: ETALON A UDIO: GOLDRING: GRAAF: GRAHAM SLEE: HADCOCK: HEART: 
MICHELL: MISSION: ORIGIN LIVE: ORTOFON: PATHOS A COUSTICS: PROJECT: SHANLING: 
SME: TRIANGLE SPEAKERS: MONOPULSE LOUDSPEAKERS: UNISON RESEARCH: USHER 
LOUDSPEAKERS: MISSION SPEAKERS AND SURROUND SOUND SYSTEMS 

VALVE AMPS QUAD ESL 63 Speakers complete service by QUAD 
AUDIO RESEARCH LS9, boxed as new. . . . £650 · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·: · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · £ 1 250 
BEARD p35 M KI . . . . .  

. . . . .  
£475 QUAD ESL 63 Speakers complete service by ONE 

WORLD AUDIO EL34 AMP 
· · · · · · · · · · · · · 

£550 TH I N G: · · · · . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  £ 1 250 
AU DION EL34 STER EO POWE"fi"AMP . . . . . . . . . : : : : : : : : : : : · ·  

£750 Proac in i -tow�rs · · . . . . . . . . . £325 
AU DION 300B STEREO POWER AMP ex-dem 1£21 50] Ce lest1on SL6 _s excel l ent rnnd . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  £275 

Heybrock Quintets. gold pietzo tweeter (£ 1 450) . £425 
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1 5?0 Spender BC ! 's with stands. mint . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  £350 

IL��h!rsrr!n���].
" 

. . . . . . . . . .  ". .".e.' . . . . . . . . 0 . . . . . . . . . .  r�i's'o J R 1 50, metal cyl i nd rica l speakers l ike BBC LS3/5a 's but 
Black Cat E lectron ics stunni ng Va lve l ine  stage/FET 2 bass drive'." mint . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £475 
Phonostage/PREAMP . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  £ 1 250 KEF 1 04 A/B s, m i nt, stands . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  £325 
Croft Super M icro tube phono/pre-amp . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £275 TURNTABLES AND Audion CD1  Valve pre-amp - c lassy sound . . . . . . . . . . . .  £325 ACCESSORIES ANTHEM X1 E L  34 si ngle ended stereo valve 
i nteg rated ampl ifier . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  £525 THE ISOLATOR-unbel ievable results! ! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £B5 
BAT 3Ki, hybrid, phono stage, boxed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  £ 1 400 ORIGIN LIVE S I LVER ARM . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . £599 
MISTRAL 5BB1 push-pu l l 20 watt integrated . . . . . . . £525 Graham Slee phono stage ERA GOLD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £4BO 

GARRARD 40 1 ,  very good cond, SME pl inth, 3009 SPEAKERS arm, ortoton cart . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . £4B5 
TANNOY a l l  vintage models in stock! ' ! . . . . . . . . .  POA LI N N  SONDEK LP1 2, Va l ha l la, LW ARM, L INN K9 
NAIM Credo's in cherry beaut ifu l, boxed . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  £775 CARTRIDGE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  £525 
AUDIO NOTE AN-J LOUDSPEAKERS as new, with THORENS TD1 25-SME 3009 ARM-John Morris 
stands, everythi ng you could want.. .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  £950 SPIRALEX pl inth-SHURE V 1 5  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £625 
TOTEM M ITES 1£499] AS N EW, boxed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  £325 MICHELL gyrodec SE . . .  . . . . . . . . . . .  £B95 
QUAD ESL57's black, completely serviced . . . .  . . . .  £850 ORIG IN LIVE AURORA GOLD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £ 1 470 

G E N E R O U S  PART EXCHAN G E  ON All E Q U I P M E NT-M A I L  O R D E R  ANYWH E R E ! r 
A U D I O  CAB L ES & ACCESSO R I ES-PHONO O R  5 P I N  D I N  
[ B OTH AS G O O D  AS A N Y  ANYWH E R E  AT A N Y  P R I C E ! ! )  

M A D E  T O  O R D E R * * F E E L  F R E E  T O  P H O N E  O R  E - M A I L  F O R  F R I E N D LY ADVICE 

chr isbirch ley@bti nternet.com 
tel :  0 1 7 3 6  74042 1 mobi le :  07947 678256 

website: www. bigearsaudio.org.uk u pdated da i ly 



Trading Pages [ 2nd Hand HHi & Home Cinema Buyer ] 

. ..  what are you up for? 
Digital Amplifiers Speakers Analogue 

AH! Njoe Tj0eb 99 nr mint boxed 199 Albarry AP4 Preamp, ActivelPassive 249 Acoustic Energy AE1 ex, new bass drivers 399 Ak:hem1sl Bragi Phone stage dw Forsett1 pls 

Arcam CD72l black or silver 1 99 Arcam Alpha 9 Preamp and Power amp, nr mint, boxed 479 Acoustic Energy AE1 Mk.2 vgc 449 Audio Research PH3SE, nr mint boxed 

Arcam C023T, nr mint boxed 549 Arcam Alpha 9 Integrated 279 Acoustic Energy AE1 mk3 ex dem Call Audio Technica AT1 1 00 tonearm, call for details, bargain 

Arcam fN79 779 Arcam Alpha FMJ C30 Preamp ex boxed 649 Acoustic Energy AE2, ex black 799 Chord Phono stage, ex boxed 

Audio Analogue Maestro 1 92124 ex dem Call 
Arcam AVR200, ex boxed 399 Acoustic Energy AE2, ex piano black, cJw stands 999 Clearaudio Emotion package, ex dem 

AVI Laboratocy Series, ex boxed 999 
lwdio Innovations, 200/500 pre and !X)Wer, ex. boxed Call Audiovector M3 Sig, active crossovers, new £4k+, amazing 1 699 Densen DP Drive, ex boxed 

AVI 2000 Reference CD player 479 
Audiolab SOOOA Integrated in black 249 AVI Positron, tx.m linish, ex 299 Electrocompanniet Phono stage, mm/me, Lynwood pls 

AVI 2000 DAC very rare off board unit 349 
AudioNote OTO, nr mint a s1eal at 599 B&W CDM7NT, ex, boxed 749 Goldring GR2 
Audio Research VT100 Power, as new boxed 1 999 JM Lab Elektra 936, ex signature finish, superb 1 599 JBE SlateSeries 31Missionn4 rare as . . .  

Consonal'ICE! CD1 20, ex dem Call 
Audio Research SP10 Preamplifier, ex boxed Call Kinshaw Perception phonostage and pls 

Cyrus COS, ex, boxed 549 KEF Reference 2 nr mint boxed 749 
AVI S2000M Integrated lair 349 Mirage FRx9, boxed in beech dw active subs, mega! 499 Linn LP12, Cirl<us, Valhalla, lttokLVU, Ark.iv ex boxed 

Cyrus C070, ex. boxed 549 AVI 52000 Pre/Moooblocks, fantastic combination 899 Linn LP12, Valhalla, tttokLVll ,  K9 ex 
Cyrus Ouattra, dw tuner module, NR HALF PRICE! 579 Cairn Ion T2 Monoblod<s, mint in black 499 

Mission752, black 229 
Linn LP12,  OL Advanced DC Kit 

Cyrus CD30, ex, boxed 379 Cairn Ezo Nanda pre and Kl monos new £4000, now 1 799 
Monitor Audio 82 new boxed · 5 star buy at t200 only 1 29 

Linn LP 1 2  Cirkus kit 
Cyrus PSXR, ex, boxed 279 Conrad Johnson Sooographe SA250 599 

Nbien NX6 Standmount ex, boxed 499 
Linn Axis, Akilo, superb condition 

Harmon Kardon DV22, New Call Creek 4330Mk2r Integrated, remote as new boxed 1 99 
Neal Acoustics Motive award winners, ex dem mint Call 

Linn lttok 1 2" 
Linn Genki, nr mini boxed 629 Cyrus XPA, ex boxed 229 

Neal Acoustics Petite 3 SE cJw Uttimatum bass drivers 549 
Logic Datum tooearm, ex tx>xed 

Marantz CD63KI Signature. ex remote 1 99 Cyrus 3 Integrated, ex boxed 1 79 
Proac Studio 1 25 549 

Michell Odyssey limited edition · last one!!! 
Marantz CD17 Kl nr mint 549 Cyrus 5 Integrated, ex boxed 349 

QUAD ESL63 Floorstander, Quad serviced 2005 REDUCED!!! Call 
Michell Gyro:lec Export1RB300/Goldring 1042 

Marantz SA8400, nr mint boxed 399 DNM 3 Twin Preamp 599 QUAD 1 t L Standmount. bo:o::ed - REDUCED 249 
Michell Reference Hydraulic/Fluid arm 

Marantz SAi , ex boxed Call EAR 509 Mk1 mooobkx:ks, lhey're tasty tasty very very . . .  1 499 QUAD 12L Standmount as new 400 
Michell Orbe SE, NC power supply ex dem 

Meridian 200 Transport, ex remote 279 Exposure XIX Preamp, nr mint boxed superb Call REL Stadium 3 Sub, ex 799 Michell Focus ooe, Focus arm, excellent 
Micromega T-drive and T-dac nr mint boxed 799 Exposure XI Pre, VJl l Power and XII PfS, good condition 499 Revolver R33 ex dem, well reviewed bargain 249 Michell lso/Hera 
Micromega Optic bargain intro to Micromega 1 29 Graaf WBT2 and 50/50 Pre/Power combo, ex boxed 1249 Ruark Sabre ex black 1 49 Mission 774 origir'lal arm 
Monarchy DIP vgc 1 49 ITL MASO/MA 100/MA 1 00 Pre/Power x2 lovely combo 349 Sonus Faber Concertino cJw stands 499 MAM Source heavyweight suspended deck 
Musical Fidelity X24K 249 Linn Kairn and LK1 00 pre power, ex boxed 579 Tandberg Studio Monitor Large! 399 Nottingham Arla!ogue The Foot Tonearm 
Musical Fidelity Kw SACD as new REDUCED Call Linn Majik, ex, dw remote, bargain Linn introduction 299 Triangle Comete ES, ex dem 329 Oracle Delphi V, full version, turbo ps, as new 
NAIM C05X Call Lumley Reterence 1 20 Monoblod<s mega bargain at 1 499 Usher Audio 6371 , nr mint 1 249 Origin live Ultra deck with off board p/s SME cut 
NAIM CDX2 nr mini boxed sin 21 9xxx 2099 Meridian 505 Monobtodts, ex boxed 899 Usher Audio X719, ex dem 549 Origin live Aurora Gold e:o:: dem 
NVA Transparent Statement, ex crated 1749 Meridian 205 Monobkx:ks, ex 499 WAD KLS9 kit, professional CNC cabs 1 99 Origin Live Silver as new 
Proceed POT2, nr mint boxed 699 Meridian 501 1555 ex, boxed with MSR system remote 799 Wharfedale Diamond 9.4, boxed nr mint 1 49 Origin live Encounter ex dem 
Roksan Caspian M series, ex dem 799 Musical Fidelity X-80, as new boxed 299 Wharfedale Diamond series, various trom just 49 Ortofon MC30 Supreme, good life left 
Roksan Kandy 3, ex dem 399 Musical Fidelity X-PtOO & X·AS100, ex boxed 799 Pink Triangle LPT/RB250, the best I've seen 
Rotel RCD971 ex, remote 1 79 Musical Ftdelity kWSOO - ex, boxed - fantastic! C�I Systems/Misc Pink Triangle PT1 
Shanling CDT300UK rare ltd edition! as new Call Musical Fidelity 3a Preamp/P1 50 Power, ex 299 Project Debvt 2 in yellow! marked 
Sony 552E5n03ES, Worlds 1 st 2 box, EAR modded! Call Musical Fidelity MA·XSO Moooblocks 299 AVI S2000 · Ref CD, DAC, Tuner, Pre & Monos Save £400!1! 1 325 

Projeci Debvt 3 in green! As reH 
Sony CDP3CXX!ES toploader - free matching amp! 329 Musical Fidelity Pre/Typhoon 299 Chord Solid RCA 1 m 49 

Project RPM9X Ex Dern, last one . . .  SAVE £500!!! 
TEAC VRDS 9, as f\E!'N 379 NAIM 721180 pre/power comt:x> 799 Chord Signature RCA 1 m 299 

Projecl Classic Cherry, ex cJw G1 042 cart, bargain! 
TEAC DV50S new, full warranty, LAST ONE! Call NAIM 92190 pre/power combo, ex boxed 399 Cyrus - PSXR, ex boxed 1rom 229 Project Phonobox SE 
TEAC DV20 new, the best at its price 1 49 Nuance preamp cJw oil board pls, beautiful 249 JPW 204/200/208 - 5 . 1  Speakers ex display as new 399 Rega Planar 31RB300, late silver model 
Technics SLP1 2008 Professional toploader Call Primare A20 mk2, nr mint integra1ed 429 H Kardon AVR1 35/DV22 new, save loads 399 Rega Planar 31RB300, vgc 
Wadla 302 as new OOxed 2599 Quad 50 Monobloc:ks 299 lsotek Nova, cancelled order 1 249 Roksan TMS1 /Artemiz/OS/Shiraz, the full monty! 

Quad 44 Preamp, 405 and 40512 Power amps from 1 79 Monitor Audio iDeck new 1 99 Rote! R0971 
Ouad 707, ex 549 Musical Fidelity XCanv3 1 99 SME 3 bo<ed Radio and Recorders Roksan Caspian Poweramp 299 Musical Fidelity kW500 & SACD, matching pair save £3k+!!! 4698 Technics SL1 10  

Arcam T61 nr mint boxed 1 59 Roksan Caspian M Series Poweramp mint unused 449 Nairn Hicap in olive 549 Thorens TD160b boxed 
AVI S2000 Tuner vgc 299 Roksan Caspian M Series Pre!Monos 5 Star BARGAIN! ! !  Call Pure Elan portable DAB, new 59 Thorens TD1 251SME3009 
Cambridge Audio 0300 79 Rotel RC970 Pie/RB980 Power ex 298 OED Silver Anniversary 3/m Thorens TD 1 60b/Mayware vgc 
Harman Kardon TU970 DAB/FM New 1 99 Rotel RC995 superb preamp with system remote 299 OED Profile 4x4 5/m Townshend Rock Reference/Excalibur 
Marantz ST 4000 59 Rotel RMB1 066, ex boxed 349 QUAD 34/306 Pre/Power, nr mint grey 349 TO'Nl'lShend Elfte Rock Mk2/Mission n4LC 
Quad FM2 the grea1 hybrkj, Quad serviced 2005 1 49 Sumo Artemis remote preamp, balanced options 299 Roksan Kandy 3 Amp and CD • BRAND NEW BARGAIN! 799 Transcriptors SkeletonNestigal 
Quad FM4 ex boxed 1 99 TAG Mclaren 60i and 60p, ex 649 Roksan Caspian M series CD/Prehvlonoblocks Call TranscriptOl'S Saturn, vgc 
Revox en. ex manuals etc 249 Unison Research Mystery One Preamp - BARGAIN! 499 TEAC A1/D1fr1 - AmpJCOfTuner 449 T richord Dino ex boxed 
Aoksan Caspian FM tuner 299 Unison Research S6 Integrated 899 TEAC DV200 DVD player and AG7D 6.1 amp x/d save £ 1 50 329 Wilson Benesch Ac1/Aci 2 arm ex 2499 

Tel 0845 601 9390 lo-ca l l ,  or emai l  choice @ 2 n d h a n d h if i .co . u k  

Qual ity h ifi eq u i pment always req u i red for cas h . . .  Cal l  us before y o u  trade i n  . . .  C o m m i s s i o n  S a l e s  too 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE, OR CA LL TO SPEA K TO A REA L PERSON TUESDA Y TO SATURDA Y 1 0  TO 5-ISH 

turntableworld! 
O u r  Dern faci l i t ies offer a wide selection of a l l  types of analog u e  eq u i pment from al l  the best brands i n c l u d i n g  . . .  

399 
1249 

1 1 9  
999 
499 
1 99 
399 
Call 
349 
479 
899 
799 
Call 
199 
299 
999 
1 49 
Call 
879 
649 

1 599 
299 
299 
149 
499 
599 

2749 
1 99 
999 
429 
699 
1 99 
379 
479 

69 
89 

599 
349 

49 
249 
1 79 

3749 
80 

249 
1 49 
1 99 
349 
249 

1449 
499 
799 
349 
1 99 

Aesthet ix ,  Cl earaud io,  Decent Aud i o, Dyn avector, Tom Evans,  Goldr i n g ,  G rado, Hadcock, Lyra, Miche l l ,  Moth ,  

N otti ngham Analog ue,  Orig i n  Live ,  Ortofo n ,  P roj ect, Roksan , G raham Slee,  S h u re ,  S M E ,  S u m i ko, Transfig u rati o n ,  

Tr ichord ,  Whest Au d io  a n d  Wi lson Benesch 

. . .  there is no better analogue decision 
turntableworld! i s  at 30b Larchf i e l d  St , Dar l i ngton D L3 ?TE 

Te l 0 1 325 24 1 888 or  emai l cho ice @ tu rntablewor ld . co. u k  



THE ONLY FREE PRIVATE ADS • [ • • • ] sERv1cE 1N A uK HI-FI MAG Pnvate ads 2nd Hand H1·F1 & Home Cmema Buyer 

READER CLASSIFIED 
Welcome to Hi-Fi Choice Reader Classified, the U K's fi rst and 

best free private ads service for second hand h i -fi . These pages 

a m u st-read if you're th i n k i ng a bout buying u sed kit, and  if you 

wa nt to sel l  som eth i n g  it's defi n itely the p lace to be. It's free to 

place a n  advertisement - si mp ly subm it you r  ad of u p  to 30 words, 

FOR SALE 
ACCU PHASE DP6SV CD p l ayer, 

m i nt cond i t ion ,  a l l  docu ments, 

boxed, £2 ,000. 0 1 6 1  928 2889 

(Chesh i re)  

ARCAM CD1 9 2  boxed ,  m i nt, 

( £850)  £500. Ma ra ntz PM 1 7 M k l l  

K l  S i g  i ntegrated a mp, p l ati n um ,  

boxed, m i nt, ( f l ,500)  £800. 

Quad 11 L l i g ht map le , m i nt, 

( £380 )  £2 60. Pa rti n gton Super  

Dread nought  spea ker sta nds, 

( £ 1 80)  £85 .  07840 7 5 6855 

( Bo lton)  

ARCAM FMJ CD33 b l ack, two 

yea rs o l d ,  m i nt, remote, 

i nstruct ions, packag i ng ,  

rema i nder  of five-yea r  wa rra nty, 

£690. 07976 2 6 1 576 (Su rrey). 

AU DIOLAB 8000Q prea m p, 

boxed a nd  remote, exce l l ent, 

( f l ,000) £350 .  B&W 700 Ser ies 

centre speaker  black veneer, 

boxed ,  exce l lent cond it ion ,  

( £500) £200. (Stoke on  Trent) 

AU DION ET ART V2 CD p layer, 

e i g ht months o l d .  Stu n n i n g  

sou nd ,  boxed with manu a ls , 

( £2 ,500)  £ 1 ,695 .  Chord 3 3 00 

i nteg rated a m p, s i lver with 

i nteg ra l egs, ( £6,000) £3 , 295 ,  

i m m acu late, l ooks  fa ntastic. Matt 

0 1 534 768 583 (J ersey) .  

B&W M l  s i lver 7. 1  spea kers ( 7 )  

u n used a n d  B&W AS2 s i lver sub .  

Comp lete system with wa rra nty, 

( f l , 200) E l .OOO. 0 1 9 1  427 0590 

(Tyne a nd  Wea r) . 

BRYSTON 4BST 2 50W power 

amp l i fi e r, b l ack, rack hand les, 1 5  

yea rs wa rra nty rema i n i ng .  

Abso l utely perfect, or ig i n a l  

packag i ng , ma n u a l  a n d  test 

sheet, £950 .  Ca n demo.  0 1 2 2 3  

204934 d ays 0 1 487 840659 

eves (Cam bs). 

CAM BRIDGE AU DIO 640H 
mus i c  server, two months o l d ,  

save a b und l e, £300 .  07 7 2 5  

3 1 3 1 2 9  ( Devon ) .  

CHORD CHAMELEON s i lve r 

p l u s  i nte rcon nect, ( f  1 00)  £45. 

Free postage. 01 905 423021  

(Worcester) . 

CYRUS 6 a m p  and CD8x, 

( f l ,650)  £800. Denon 

DVD 1 400, ( £400) £ 1 50.  As  new 

Cel estio n  AWF 302 floosta nde rs 

a n d  AWF 305 s u rround ,  ( £ 1 ,200) 

£500. 079 1 5  094970 ( Kent) 

CYRUS MONO X l SOw 

monob lock a m ps in as new 

cond i t ion ,  smooth b lack  fi n i sh ,  

boxed with i n struct ions a n d  

power leads as new, £ 1 ,700. 

0796 1  4542 29  (Doncaster) . 

CYRUS PRE X VS prea mp  a n d  

PSX-R power s upp ly. S i x  months 

o ld ,  boxed with g u a ra ntee, 

( £ 1 ,500)  £600ono. 07766 

41 53 2 5  o r  02476 66787 7 

(Coventry). 

DALi SU ITE 7.1 AV spea kers -

2 .8  fronts, C0.8 centre, R0.8 a nd  

R0.7 rea rs/su rround ,  S l . 2 sub ,  

b ra nd  new, ( £2 ,800) w i l l  accept 

f 1 ,400ono. 07764 600546 

(No rth East) 

DENON DVD-2 900 u n iversa l 

p l ayer, go l d  fi n i sh ,  manua l s  a nd  

remote ( not boxed)  m i nt 

cond i t ion ,  g reat performer, 

£330ono.  07967 025990 

(No rfo l k) .  

DENON DVD-391 0 j ust a few 

weeks o l d  £600. Lyngdorf 

SDA2 1 7 5  amp ,  200 wpc £650 .  

Mer id i a n  G08 f l ,600. Magnum  

Dyna l a b  rece ive r  1 OOwpc. Ba rga i n  

a t  £ 1 ,600. 0 1 803 5239 1 0 

( Devon ) .  

DYNAVECTOR DVl OXS MC 

ca rtri dge .  A su perb, rea l-wor ld ,  

mov i ng  co i l  ca rtri dge ,  a bsol utely 

u n used, ( £250 )  £200. Th ierry, 

even i ngs  07905 30371 8 

( London ) . 

ELECTROCOM PANIET 4.7 pre 

a nd AW 1 2 0  power a m p, comes 

rememberi ng to i nc lude you r  name,  phone n u m ber and home town 

or cou nty. The s imp lest way to send you r  ad is via  ema i l  - send to: 

dan.george@futurenet .co.uk. Or m a i l  to: Reader Classified, Hi-Fi 
Choice, Future Publishing, 2 Balcombe Street, London NW1 
6NW. Please note that th is  service is  open to private advertisers on ly. 

with ba l a nced leads ,  phono 

ada ptors, manua ls, boxes, m i nt 

cond i t ion ,  ( £4,3 3 5 )  f l ,895 .  Se l l  

p rea m p  sepa rate ly, but not power. 

Go i ng  m u lt ich a n ne l  0 1 6 1  682 

841 8 (Manchester) 

EPOS M S  l o udspeake rs in l i ght  

cherry rea l  wood .  Abso l utely 

pristi ne with o ri g i n a l  box, 

packa g i n g  a nd  i n struct ions . S ix 

months o ld ,  ( £3 50) £220. ST3 5 

sta nds i n  b l ack, pu rpose made  for 

MS ,  ( £99 )  £60. N i ck 07802 

202469 (Warwicks h i re ) .  

EPOS MS spea kers, £2 60. E LS3,  

f 1 3 0 . Both l i g ht cherry, exce l l ent  

as new cond it ion ,  pa i r  of  

ded i cated E pos ST3 5 sta nds ,  £60 .  

Arca m A lpha  7SE  COP, £95 .  

Arca m T61 Tu ne r, £ 1 1 0 . 0 1 3 2 3  

4862 1 6 ( E .  Sussex). 

EXPOSURE XXV RC i nteg rated 

a mp, £300. Exce l l ent  cond it ion 

p lus or ig i n a l  packa g i n g  (ca n 

demo) .  Fou r  metres Aud i o  Quest 

b i -w i re a nd  p l ugs, £50.  Steve 

0 1482 887409 ( Bever ley). 

ICON 40SE va lve i nteg rated .  

E L34/ KT7 7 (su pp l ied ) switchab l e  

tr iode, facto ry upg rades, ( £9 1 2 )  

£595 .  EAR 834L  va lve p rea mp  

M u l l a rd u pg rade ,  ( £650)  £395 .  

Cyrus CD6 ,  ( £600) £350 .  Al l 

m i nt, boxed 01 243 863371  

(W.Sussex). Cl 

BUYING TIPS 

WANTED 
ATLAS OR NORDOST Red Dawn 

i nterconnect. 078 1 0  1 039008 

(Yorks). 

ARCAM ALPHA 10 tuner must 

be in good cond ition. Ka rl 01 942 

234927 or ema i l 

kar l 1 3 8ufft@msn.com (Wigan). 

B&W NAUTILUS HTM l centre 

speaker, any fi n ish considered, 

d isconti nued model req u i red 

0 1782 2 56087 (Stoke-on-Trent). 

GOODMANS MAGISTER Wi l l  

pay good price, but must be 

worki ng. 01280 8602 2 1  (Bucks) 

LEAK STEREO 70 amp l ifier 

working or need ing attention. 

0 1938 553 559 (Welshpool) .  

LOWTHER ACOUSTA twins 

1 960s and scra p PM7 A 020 8220 

0380 (Essex). 

MUSICAL FIDELITY amp to bi ­

amp A3 . Also, Tri-Vista 2 1  or Chord 

DAC 64. 01305 2 60634 after 

6pm (Dorset) 

MARANTZ CD94 remote control .  

Also Quad 66 preamp 0 1277  

2 1 9639 ( Essex). 

TOWNSHEND ISOLDA OCT 
i nterconnects. Andy 01 1 5  9 1 2  

6424 (Notts) 

YAMAHA CA 1 000 or CA400 

amp. Also early Sugden Cl ass A 

amp M ike 0 1772  632082 (la nes). 

Buy i n g  second -hand  ca n be a g reat way to p ick  u p  a barga i n .  A former ly 

expens ive second -hand  component m i g ht wel l  p rove a better l ong-term 

bet tha n  a b ra nd -new p rod uct i f  the pr ice i s  r ig ht. 

Do some resea rch on  wh ich  b rands  have a good serv i ce back-up ,  so if 

someth i n g  does go wrong ,  you can get it f ixed .  U n l ess you pu rchase 

from a dea le r, you ' re u n l i ke ly  to get a ny wa rra nty, so it's u p  to you to 

ensu re the f itness of a ny gea r that you buy. 

Usua l ly, spea kers shou l d  be l ess p rone to brea kdown than  a m ps, a nd 

a m ps shou ld  be more re l i a b l e  than  CD p l ayers. But any  a bused 

component cou l d  be troub l e  - have a proper dem, and j udge  the se l l e r  

as we l l  as the  goods l 
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FOR SALE 
Cl JAMO CONCERT 11 S. 
Roksa n i nteg rated a m p. Pu re 

701  ES tu ner. P ioneer  DV 565A 

w i th  upg rade .  We lded meta l 

sta nd ,  Genes i s  ca b l e  a nd  other  

ofcs, ma ins  cond it ioner. A l l  i n  

b l ack  (spea kers fi n i shed i n  

Amer i can  Cherry), f2 ,750 .  07623 

928984 (Gwent) . 

KEF l OSMKI f250 .  Ta n n oy 

Chev iot MK I ,  f2 50. Orac le  Par is  

tu rnta b le ,  £2 00. Mer id i a n  

602/606 C D ,  £400. Q u a d  ESL 

57 boxed with l i teratu re, £250. 

0 1 843 2 2 1 664 ( Kent) 

KENWOOD DP-7090 CD p l ayer 

32 fs fi ne d rive. Go ld  term i n a ls ,  

copper encased e l ectron i cs. 

a l u m i n i u m  top p l ate. Exce l lent  

co nd it ion ,  boxed, remote a n d  

i nstructio ns, f l 45ono .  0 1 2 7 0  

765933 (Chesh i re) .  

KIMBER SELECT 1 030 ( f l , 1 00 )  

f650 .  1 020,  ( £500) £300. 

Monoc le  XL 8ft pa i r, ( £852 )  

E530 .  Orch i d  d i g ita l i nterco n nect, 

f l 20 .  l sote k M a i n l i ne x3 , E l 60 

each 0 1 7 7 2  3 1 41 5 1  ( La nes). 

KIMBER SELECT 1 030 £800 . 

Russ And rews S i lver Refe rence 

PowerKo rd wattgate 3 50 i  (4ft), 

E750. S i lver Powerblock p l u s  

s i lver Reference Powercho rd (3ft), 

E l , 1 00. 0 147 5  676287 

(G reenock) 

LOTH-X AMAZE h i g h  sens itivity 

bookshe lf  l oudspea ke rs with 

4' Cambridge Audio 

[--�:::.. -] 

sta nds ,  cherry fi n i sh ,  £320 .  

020  8572  2 504 (M i ddx) 

LS3/ SA FOUN DATION 
Desig ne r  l oudspea ker sta nd s  i n  

b l ack . 23 . 5 '' ta l l ,  very heavy, E70. 

0 1 502 5 1 8938 (Suffo l k) .  

LYNGDORF SDA21 7S b lack  

power amp 200 wpc, E650 .  One  

metre ba l a nced B l u e  H eaven ,  

E60 .  One metre RCA B l ue  

H eaven, £50 .  Two metres B l ue  

Heaven spea ker  ca b le ,  E 1 00. 

Pri ma re PRE30, f500. Power 

30 .2 ,  f500.  0 1 803 523 553 

( Devon )  

MARANTZ CD63MKll  K l  E 1 80. 

L i n n  Bas i k/Akito/ K9, £ 1 80.  

Cyrus 2 with PSX and m a i ns 

l eads, E 1 80 0 1 2  53 866007 

( B l a ckpoo l ) .  

MARANTZ CD7300 i n  go ld ,  1 2  

months o l d ,  f200. 07903 

6 1 341 8 ( London )  

MUSICAL FIDELITY A3 CD ,  

f l 50. X -80 a m p, f l 2 5 . PMC 

G B l ,  f600 or  £800 fo r a l l  th ree. 

Al l boxed and m i nt 07941 

1 74804 ( Berks) 

NAIM CDSI three months o l d ,  

u n used , boxed, £500. Pa u l  

07963 947689 ( Notts) .  

NAIM NAIT 2 amp l i fi e r, boxed ,  

i m macu l ate, f225 .  078 1 0  

1 03 9008 (Yorks) 

NAIM CDS superb p layer, 

fa ntastic sound ,  as new cond iti on ,  

boxed w i th  remote, i nte rcon nect 

c • '"c c c c  

c 
.( @ c 

c . iiiil 

Above: Ca mbridge Audio 640H music  server 

etc. Seri a l  1 70xxx, b u i l t at the end  

of 2000. H a ppy to  demonstrate, 

E595  ono .  Ad r ia n or  M a rt i n  

07973  358220 ( London ) .  

NAIM CDX2 CD p l ayer, 20  

months o l d ,  a bsol utely m i nt 

cond it ion ,  boxed a nd  supp l ied 

with remote, tra ns it screw a n d  

con nector lead ,  E l ,975 .  Ca l l  for 

more i n fo Andy 07 7 1 7  202469 

( Le i cesters h i re) .  

NAIM NAC82 ( i nd NAPSC), 

E l , 250. NAP2 50, £800. H I -CAP, 

E300. Al l exce l l e nt, boxed .  

Andrew 01 509 260537 ( Le i cs) . 

NAIM NAITOl su per l at ive FM 

tu ne r. Ea r ly model , exce l l ent  

cond it i on ,  re l u cta nt sa le  -

e l de r ly  owner needs remote 

contro l ,  £820 i n c l u d i n g  postage 

+00 3 53 1  459 1432  ( D u b l i n ) . 

NORDOST FLATLI N E  go ld  

speake r  ca b le  (2x8 m )  a nd  So l a r  

W ind  i nte rcon nect, ( f480) 

E220ono .  JVC HO Sca r let 15 foot 

ca b le ,  E20 07881  943785  

( B i rm i ng h a m ). 

PARTI NGTON DREADNOUGHT 
U lt ima  spea ker  sta nd l i m ited 

ed i t ion  g ra p h ite 1 8 kg ,  E220ono 

01 554 820478 o r  07989 

658223 (SWa les) .  

PROAC TABLETTE REF 8 
Ma hoga ny, £400. Cast le I s i s  

spea kers a lso i n  Ma hoga ny, 

pe rfect, f l  00. Ataca ma sta nds, 

b l ack ,  f25 .  0 1 977  6 1 8403 

( Pontefract). 

PMC MB2 in oak p l u s  sta nd s, 

( £8 ,750 )  E4,750  for the pa i r. Pa i r  

B ryston 4BST a n d  pa i r  7 BST, 

(£3 ,000) E l ,2 50 each amp. Pa i r  

PMC XBD2A i n  b lack  fi n i sh ,  

( £3 , 2 50)  f l ,600 each .  ema i l  

n mfra nc i s@bti nternet.com 

r - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
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QUAD 99 SERI ES; pream p, 

£41 5 .  Tu ne r, £385 .  CDP- 1  p l ayer, 

E550 .  909 a mp, f575 .  M i nt, 

com pete system a n d  spa re 

remote/ leads ,  f l ,8 50.  Rua rk 

Eq u i n ox spea kers C/W sta nds ,  

E525 p lus free Thorens  TD 1 60. 

023 8073 893 5 ( H a m psh i re) .  

REGA APOLLO CD p layer, E295 .  

Pr i ma Lu na  Pro logue 4 power 

a m p, f37 5 .  Both l ess tha n s ix  

months  o l d ,  boxes, m a n ua l s, m i nt 

cond it ion .  07941 1 74804 ( Berks) . 

REL QSO su bwoofer  owned from 

new, good cond it ion ,  no box. Ca l l  

fo r more 01 642 2 80994 

(M id d l esborough ) . 

ROKSAN M-SERIES prea mp a n d  

power, m i nt, b l ack ,  boxed ,  fou r  

months o ld ,  ( £2 ,000) E l , 200. 

07891 533084 (Swa nsea ) 

SONIL INK CLASSIC SERIES 
A 1 5  i nteg rated a mp l i f ie r, 5 - p i n  

con nect ions ,  free D IN  to  phono 

ca b le  supp l ied ,  f40 .  3m pa i r  

Sup ra 4.0 speaker ca b les, E 2 5 .  

0 1 543 2 5 8 6 1 7  (Ca n nock) 

SONY XA3000ES SACD b lack, 

s ix months o l d ,  o ri g i n a l  box, 

manua l  a nd  remote, as new ca n 

demo, ( £800) £350 .  0 1 302  

538027  (South Yorksh i re) .  

SPENDOR S60 spea kers boxed 

as new, ( f l ,495 )  f700ovno.  

Systym bookshe l f  spea ke rs a n d  

M i ss i on  sta nds  vgc, £200.  0 1 491 

6 1 3700 (Oxford) 

SPEN DOR SPl / 2 spea kers 

wa l n ut fi n i sh ,  as new, f l ,200. 

01 494 7 78064 o r  ema i l  

stc4242a@hotma i l .com ( Bucks) 

TANNOY l l l L2 1 0" Mon ito r 

Go lds, £375 . Quad  3 3 -303 FM3 , 

f275 .  Rote l 965BX CD, f l OO.  

Sansu i  TU21 7 1 1  a mp, E75 .  Sansu i  

FM tu ne r, £30.  Rua rk Sab res, 

£ 1 50.  0 1 7 2 2  3 34694 (Wi l ts) .  

TEAC VRDSl O  needs serv ice 

possi b l e  new laser. Offe rs p l ease. 

07702 424270 (Somerset). 

U N ISON RESEARCH SR6 
f l ,400. M iche l l  I SO, £200. JM 

La b 906 spea kers, £600. 

Aud i o l a b  8000DAC, £ 1 50 .  33 

Laserd i scs p lus p l ayer, E 1 00.  

0 1 9 2 8  7 3 2 546 (Chesh i re )  

VALVE prea m p  w ith  phono ,  

£300 .  Li n n  LP 1 2 ,  Afromos ia ,  

SM E l l Ss, O rtofon VMS2 0 E l l ,  

£ 3 2 0 .  P ioneer  PDS801 CD p l ayer, 

E 1 50. Tech n i cs RSAZ7 cassette 

d eck, m i nt, boxed, E 1 60. Ray 

07708 43 1 963 (Chesh i re)  



The new Artiku lat Loudspea ker System .  Gorgeous . 

e L i n n  P ro d u cts L i m ited . 
Fo r  m o re i n format ion  or a demonstrat i on  ca l l  0500 888  909 WWW. I i  n n .  C O . U k  L I N N  
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