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fect ‘point source’ has been sought for over 50 years.
KEF patented it.

The acoustic ‘point source’ has immaculate stereo image over a far

MONITOR

S*E-R-I-E-S

long been the Holy Grail of

wider listening area than is possible
loudspeaker design. Ever since the with any conventional speaker.
To the listener, the

difference is phenomonal.

early days of high fidelity,
audio engineers have
sought this elusive ideal. Oft-axis response is
Some have come close, superb - and undesirable
but none have succeeded.
Except for KEF - and
KEF alone. UK patent
2 236929 and US patent
5,548,657 are the proof.

KEF’s revolutionary

crossover effects are
virtually eliminated.
Progressively refined by
Reference Series engineers,
KEF’s patented Uni-Q}
technology is what makes

Uni-Q* drive unit configuration is
acknowledged as one of the great
breakthroughs of inodern high-end
loudspeaker design.

The single coincident point source

the new Monitor Series the ideal
solution for studio professionals and
serious audiophiles alike.

After more than 50
years the perfect paint

source has arrived.

is achieved by placing the tweeter at
Sponsors ot

the exact acoustic centre of the mid-
Taka it 10 the bridge

range cone. With identical directivity
and dispersion characteristics, this

unique configuration creates an
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® Jamo's outstanding Concert 8 stand mount
loudspeakers shook World Towers when we first
heard them. But they're not the only ace this Danish
company has up its sleeve, as Douglas Floyd-Douglass
found with the floor standing Concert | Is.

@ Are you serious about your vinyl? How about
splashing out £1200 on Linn's iatest Moving Coil
cartridge, the new Arkiv!

@ Waiting in the wings for the seasoned digital
audiophile seeking more from their CD collection is a
pair of £1200-£1300 players - XTC's CDP-| and
Cymbol's CDPI2. David Price reckons there's
something here for everyone.

@ Cables can make your system sound slightly
different, but what if you need a bigger change? Step
forward Musical Fidelity's X10-D and American Z-
Man's Enhancer for some interesting results.

he trouble with listening to fantastic hi-fi, whether it
be in a dealer’s demo room or round at a friend’s
house, is that once you 've heard it you know you "ve
got to have it. That first bite of the upgrade bug was what got
me interested in real hi-fi. The unfortunate obstacle standing
between me, you and our mutual goal is normally a price tag
the size of the Empire State building.

That need no longer be the case though, as we discover this
month with the five integrated amps on test. Hook the best up
to revealing "speakers and a source worth its salt, and you 're
a lot less than a stone’s throw from the high end.

Looking to the future, we find out more about CD's
potential successor, 96kHz-sampled 24-bit digital, with
Robert Kelly of dCS and Rob Watts of DPA, and explain how
to turn your Personal Computer into a CD player. These two
could be just the first steps on the road to music on a chip and
a hi-fi system based around your PC.

Jon Marks, Editor

LISTENING ROOM

TEST EQUIPMENT @ Hi-Fi World has its own advanced test

laboratory and acoustically treated listening
room. No other hi-fi magazine has the
benefit of such facilities. L 4 -
@ Hi-Fi World has a dedicated in-house

team of experienced listeners, and uses

selected freelance professionals. We review

thoroughly by extensive auditioning, rather

than by quick-fire group listening tests.

@ Hi-Fi World’s engineering team designs a

wide range of products in-house. No other

hi-fi magazine is so expert and dedicated.

(TREATED BY RPG ACOUSTIC TOOLS)

IN THE JANUARY ISSUE

It's that time of the year where we give away everything reviewed in the magazine, including:

SUPER STAND MOUNTER
GROUP TEST

With five top transducers from some of
the best names in hi-fi, there's sure to be
a close-fought battle for the title of best
stand mounter under £200.

KENWOOD DM-9090
MINIDISC RECORDER

MiniDisc is on a roll at the moment and
Kenwood are helping it along with the
latest, hottest ATRAC 4.5 encoding
system in their DM-9090. But does this
recorder raise MD to a higher level?

HI-FI WORLD

X-ALERT

Those little cylindrical X-products from
Musical Fidelity just keep on coming. In
January we test the X-Pre pre-amp with
a pair of XA50 monobloc power amps
to see whether we'll be as impressed
with these as we were with the X-DAC
HDCD compatible Digital to Analogue
convertor.

ROKSAN OJAN 3
LOUDSPEAKERS

If you think all 'speakers look the same,
take a look at Roksan's £795 Ojan 3s.

These floor standers promise excellent
performance from an innovatively
engineered design with their decoupled
tweeters and unconventional cabinet
shape.

PINK TRIANGLE LITAURAL
CD PLAYER

If you hanker after Pink Triangle's Da
Capo convertor and a transport to
match but can't quite stretch your
finances that far, maybe their latest
£1000 single-box player, the Litaural, is
the answer.

DECEMBER 1997 n



n DECEMBER 1997

MID-PRICE INTEGRATED AMP
GROUP TEST 12
Solid-state has never sounded better, as Ketan
Bharadia and Jon Marks discover with five £600-
£700 amps offering high-end sound without the
matching price tags.

MUSICAL FIDELITY X10-D vs
Z-MAN ENHANCER 28
Sitting between line-level sources and amps,
these two gadgets aim to put the music back
into your system. Ketan Bharadia tries them out.

JAMO CONCERT |11 53
Can Jamo repeat the huge success of their
Concert 8 minis with the new Concert | | floor
standers? Douglas Floyd-Douglass thinks so.

AUDIO GEM OPAL 65

Ketan Bharadia investigates the latest £230 stand

mounter from newcomers Audio Gem.

LINN ARKIV MC CARTRIDGE 41
Linn celebrate 25 years in hi-fi with their best
cartridge yet, the £1200 Arkiv moving coil. Jon
Marks gets into the groove.

THORENS TRT 2000 TUNER 33
The airwaves are alive with the sound of music
but you'll need a good tuner to benefit. jon
Marks tunes in to Thorens' new TRT 2000
Consequence.

XTC CDP-1 vs CYMBOL CDPI2 37
Looking to upgrade your CD player? David Price
auditions two of the latest sub-£1300
contenders, XTC's multi-bit CDP-1 and
Cymbol's HDCD compatible CDP12.

@@

@
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NEXT ISSUE 3
Just one month stands between you and all the
gear revealed here!

NEWS 7
Three pages of the latest industry happenings and
the newest components.

READERS’ LETTERS 42
The place where you air your views on all things
hi-fi, and the World team solves your system
problems.

HI-Fl WORLD LIBRARY 50
The top texts on hi-fi and electronics. That
elusive tome you've always wanted could well be
here!

COLUMNS 55,61,67,70
Our columnists salute the active loudspeaker and
look at Sony's classic Esprit components,
amongst other things.

SPECIALIST HI-FIl DEALERS 62
Where to find the UK’s top specialist dealers, the
people with the wisdom to solve your hi-fi
headaches.

MEET YOUR MAKER 66
Got an equipment query? Why not get the
answer straight from the manufacturer’s mouth?

HI-FI WORLD KITS 74
Fancy building your own valve amplifier or
‘speakers? Check out these kits — there’s bound
to be one ideal for you.

DIAL-A-DEALER 89
Want that new piece of hi-fi you've just read
about? These are the people you should call.

MEASURED PERFORMANCE 103
We put this month's reviewees through the
laboratory mill.

HI-FI WORLD

WORLD BUYING GUIDE 19
The best equipment we've heard appears here in
Hi-Fi’s Hall of Fame.

OLDE WORLDE 125
Yamaha's classic TC-800GL 'ski-slope' cassette
deck comes back to the future this month.

READERS’ CLASSIFIEDS 127
Want an upgrade on the cheap? Here are six
pages packed full of second-hand bargains for the
taking.

CD ON A PC 23
Hi-fi's becoming increasingly digital, and
computers are playing a growing part. David
Price explains how to use your PC as a CD
player on the cheap.

ANTI-POLLUTION SQUAD 31
We look at Kimber's PowerKord mains cables
and PowerBlock distribution unit, claimed to
clean up your mains power and de-pollute your
system’s sound.

A SUCCESSOR TO CD 57
Following our preview of dCS's 96kHz 24-bit

compatible Elgar DAC, we hear more about the
technologies behind CD's potential replacement
with dCS’s Robert Kelly and DPA’s Rob Watts.

READER’S SYSTEM 78
Jon Marks journeys to Stevenage to meet Dave
Winstone, a true hi-fi enthusiast who designs and
builds his own amplifiers.
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DECEMBER 1997 Trade winds

AUDIO POWER FROM AUDIOLAB
The people at Audiolab have been extremely busy of late and have four new amplifiers to show for their troubles. The
£469.90 8000LX is a 60watt straight-line integrated amplifier in which operating controls have been kept to a minimum to
maximise sound quality. The pre-amp section is based on the 8000A while the power section adopts a Direct Coupled circuit
from the 8000S.

All the other new arrivals are power amplifiers. At £549.90, the 8000SX is intended to offer existing owners of the
8000A and forthcoming 8000LX an easy
upgrade path via bi-amping. The design of the
SX is based on that of the 8000S’ power amp
section but with the additional benefit of
independent power supplies for each channel.

The 8000PX and 8000MX are
developments of Audiolab’s earlier M and P
models and both amps are now Direct
Coupled. The £849 PX has an output of
| 00watts while the MX monoblocs, which
cost £1799.80 per pair, increase this to
[25watts. All the amps are built into
Audiolab’s standard casing and so should fit
into most systems unobtrusively.

Audiolab

Spitfire Close,

Ermine Business Park,
Huntingdon,

Cambs. PEI8 6XY
Tel: 01480 415600

Bow Technologies, the makers of stylish high-end
equipment, have introduced the £1795 Wazoo
integrated amplifier which is the first in a new, more
affordable range of products. The circuitry inside is based
on Bow’s ZZ-One integrated but features only seven
active components per channel which Bow claim
produces a fast, natural sound. No negat've feedback is
used and the output devices are made by Toshiba. The
Wazoo has five fully-balanced line inputs and can be
retrofitted by the dealer or owner for optional remote
control operation.

Trade winds

Ringmat Developments, the makers of LP support mats, have moved into the world of CD with the Statmat. The Statmat,
which costs £19.95, is claimed to improve reproduction by eliminating the problem of
low-level voltage surges because it evens out the electrostatic charges which build up as
the disc spins in the player. This is claimed to give greater resolutior of detail, better

sound staging and enhanced dynamics. The thin plastic-film Statmat is the same size as a i 150
standard CD and is simply placed on top of the disc before playing. '

Ringmat Developments
PO Box 200,
Brentwood,

Essex CMI5 9FB

Tel: 01277 200210

DECEMBER 1997



X10D Class A
Tube Line Stage

X CANS Class A
Tube Headphone Amplifier

X DAC New Technology
HDCD DAC

MUSICAL FIDELITY

When music matters most

FOR DETAILS GF
A DEALER NEAR YOU,

CONTACT MUSICAL FIDELITY LIMITED,
1517 OLYMPIC TRADING ESTATE.
FULTON ROAD, WEMBLEY, MIDDLESEX HA9 OTF.
TELEPHONE 0181 900 2866.

tj.—
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XLP Low Noise
MC/MM Phone Stage

g

X PRE Class A
Tube Preamplifier

‘}‘\
“

=
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X PSU Add on Power Supply
for all X Series

N
anen
‘o

X TONE
High Quality Tone Control
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KEF ADD TO CODA

KEF have introduczd two new models to their highly
s sful Coda rangs of 'speakers. the Coda 9.2 and
Coda 10 magnetically-shielded floor standers.

The £299 Coda 9.2 is a two-way bass-reflex design
which uses the Coda family lin. soft-dome tweeter and a
6.5in. bass/mid uniz. It has a sensitivity of 90dB and a

imed bass extension down 10 40Hz. lts larger
stablemate, -he three-way bass-reflex Coda [0 at £399 is
also rated at 90dB sensitivity and is claimed to reach as
as 38Hz.

KEF

Eccleston Road,
Tovil,
Maidstorie,
Kent MEI5 6QP
Tel: 01622
672261

Sennheiser's new

Infrared {IR)

headphones, the

IS380, offer

wireless freedom for £54.95. The 380 headset
incorporates IR sensors, electronics and rechargeable
batteries in a lightweight design. The slim-line 380
transmitter/charger plugs into any audio source and
sends out signals at 2.3MHz and 2.8MHz, which gives a
wide audio bandwidth and reduces potential
interference. The output diodes are able to cover a
250sq. fr. room, giving plenty of freedom to move
around while listening.

Sennheiser

3 Century Point,
Halifax Road,
High Wycombe,
Bucks. HP12 3SL
Tel: 01494 551531

Trade vinds

EFOS" NEW FLAGS

Launched at the Hi-Fi 97 show in New York, the ES30 is
the new standarc bearer in Epos’ loudspeaker line-up.
All the drive units for this three-way ‘speaker are
designed and built in-house and are combined in
traditional Epos fashion with the minimum of crossover
components.

High-frequency duties are handled by the 25mm
aluminium-dome tweeter originally seen in the ESI2.
This is protected from damaging low frequencies by a
crossover which uses dissimilar-value paralleled
capacitors (DVP in Epos parlance). DVP is said to
reduce insertion losses and spread component
resonances.

The midrange driver is a new unit which has an
injection-moulded cone and uses a phase plug instead of
a conventional dust cap to improve integration between
it and the tweeter. This driver rolls off naturally without
a crossover at its upper response while at the lower
limit a DVP network couples it to the woofer. This
driver features a rigid PYC cone designed for proper
pistonic action which, when combined with a dual rear
suspension, is claimed to produce deep, controlled bass.

The ES30 is available in both Rosewood and Walnut
real wood veneers and will set you back £2385.

=17
‘I

Epos Acoustics

3 Ridgway,

Havant,

Hampshire PO9 ]S
Tel: 01705 407722

Trade winds
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Next time your
CD player jumps -
we’d like to suggest
a four letter word

The unique TEAC VRDS mechanism really gets a grip on the
sound. Unlike ordinary players, TEAC's VRDS design clamps
the entire disc, thus eliminating errors caused by mechanical
and physical factors.

The VRDS-25 tracks discs with awesome precision and
delivers data to
the DAC with

absolute accuracy.

The result is

; »
a wonderful level - .

of detail and

musicality combined with rock-solid timing.

All this, a build quality second to none plus unbelievable
ease of use - and you have a CD player that would grace
any system.

Before you buy, you owe it to yourself to check out the new
VRDS-25. Simply ask your dealer for TEAC - it should be the

only four letter word you'll ever need.

"

e
-

TEAC UK Limited, 5 Marlin House, The Croxley Centre, Watford, Herts WD1 8YA I I ! E: A ( :
Brochure Hotline 01923 819630 Monday-Friday 9am to 5.30pm ®

The gold units featured in this photograph are available as .spssighander.option [
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MORE CARBON DRIVERS AT CASTLE

Castle Acoustcs have added two new “speakars to their
growing transducer ‘amily. Both the Severn 2 and Kendal
are floor smnders and both usa carbon-fibre mid/bass units.
Treble comes courtasy of Castle's well-proven 25mm
laminated polyamide tweeter.

The Kendal which goes by the name that graced Castle's
fi-st ever 'speaker, is a sealed-pox twc-way unit which
stands just ovzr 70am high. The price is set 2t £449 90 in
standard finishes and £70 more, if venzered n Rosewood
ar Yew.

The Severn 2 is an extensiwely revised version of the
existing Severn. It uses a 150mm mid/bass driver, which is
20mm larger than the previous model's, as well as the same
laminated weeter zs the Kendal. Internal bracing includes a
sloping pamel which reduces cabinet resonances and helps
to break up standing waves. Rising to just over 80cm high,
the Severr 2 costs £579.90 plus another £90 for premium
finishes.

Castle Acoustics

Park Mill,

Shortbank Road,
Skipton,

North Yorks. BD23 2TT
Tel: 01756 795333

PRICE CONFUSION

A typing error in our October issue Trade Winds section
may have caused confusion about the pricing of some of
JPW's Millennium range of loudspeakers. Just to clarify, the
range starts at present with the ML210 which costs £80
while the ML610 sells at £170.

Trade winds

Tannoy have revealed their Precision series, designed to

complement the best-selling Mercury loudspeakers. Running to
four models the Precisions rely on cabinets with angled front

baffles to reduce internal standing waves. The drive units

incorporate some of the same technology put into Tannoy's no-
compromise £30,000 Kingdom 'speakers. Available in either
Cherry or Black, the ‘speakers are priced at £299.90 for the P10,
£399.90 for the P20, £499.90 for the P30, and £699.90 for the P40.

Tannoy
Coatbridge,
Strathclyde

MLS 4TF

Tel: 01236 420199

TDL have just unveiled
a group of new
loudspeakers based on
carbon-fibre cone
technology. Consisting
of three models the
range starts at £449.95
for the CF100 Chiltern,
a two-way ported
stand mounter.

Both the CF200
Cotswold and CF300
Cheviot floor standers
use the Reflex
Transmission Line
principle pioneered by
TDL and cost £649.95
and £849.95
respectively. All the
'speakers in the range have metal-dome tweeters and
quality crossover components and come wrapped in real
wood veneers such as Cherry, Mahogany and Oak, with
Rosewood at a premium.

Trade winds
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Want the sound quality of a high-end amplifier without the phone-number
price tag? Ketan Bharadia and Jon Marks show you how with five of the best

integrated amps under £700.

hen you look back at
vintage valve amplifiers like
Leak's TL10 and Rogers'

Cadet, both of which can be had for as
little as a few hundred pounds these
days, it's easy to draw the conclusion
that mid-price amplification hasn't
come very far over the last two or
three decades. Especially since up until
pretty recently, a lot of solid-state
amps that didn't cost an arm and a leg
looked and sounded like anonymous
boxes that put out treble as hard as

m DECEMBER 1997

nails and were about as much fun as a
parking ticket. Times change, and that's
never been more obvious than now,
with the amps we've gathered together
for this group test.

Gone are the days when sweet,
open sounds from solid-state were
about as likely as aliens landing on top
of Big Ben at noon. The designers of
Sonneteer's Campion, Roksan's
Caspian, Densen's Beat, Audiolab's
8000S and Audio Analogue's Puccini SE
have all managed to come up with the

kind of £600-£700 integrated amplifiers
that aren't embarrassed by
loudspeakers as revealing as Jamo's
£1300 Concert 8s and don't make CD
(provided by Roksan's Caspian player
in this instance) sound harsh and
bright. And none of the contenders
here is going to run out of steam like
some older valve amps with modern
loudspeakers. So which amp offers the
largest slice of esoteric sound quality
for minimal outlay’ Read on and find
out. . .

HI-FI WORLD



AUDlO ArlALogy

PUcchrll 5=

LPYD,

idden away underneath the Puccini SE's
H elegant and unassuming casework are two

I50VA transformers (one per channel) giving a quasi-
dual-mono power supply. These feed into a total of 40000uF
of Kendell smoothing capacitors. Setting the signal level is the
ever-popular Alps blue potentiometer, which in this case is
mounted on the circuit board and linked to the volume knob
via a long metal shaft - this helps keep the signal path short.
Another area where this is done is the input socketry which
Is soldered directly to the PCB.

Extensive use is made of precision 0.1% metal film
resistors and polypropylene capacitors from Wima. A total of
eight Thompson power transistors.in the output stages (four
per channel) aids current delivery and should ensure plenty of
punch and drive.

Working upstream and dealing with line-level sources is a
pair of Texas Instruments' TLE2072 op amps, while the
NES534 so favoured by tne hi-fi industry handles MM and MC
inputs. Unlike many integrated amps these days though, the
Puccini SE lacks the Pre-Amp Out sockets necessary for bi-
imping.

KETAN 3AYS

The pedigree of Audio Analogue’s Puccini SE shone through
after a couple of minutes of listening to the Schidlof Quartet.
There was a rare fluidity to its performance which allowed
the cello and viola to flow in a natural, unforced manner.
Timing information was handled superbly, making it easy to
follow the interactions of the various instruments. The
acoustic in which the musicians were placed was easy to
sense - this amp had no trouble in reproducing frort-to-back
depth. Consequently instruments were depicted as three-
dimensional objects rather than flat cut-outs.

Michael Jackson followed and the Puccini still dicn’t
disappoint. This amplifier lacks the outright upper bass slam of
some more powerful rivals but it more than compensates
with an expansive, even-handed approach which always
focuses your attention on the musical message and not on the
hi-fi. Even when the mixes become complex this Italian amp
doesn’t get confused. The Puccini SE’s balance is basically
neutral, smooth and full sounding and it has a transparency
which belongs to amplifiers that normally command four-
figure price tags.

41-FI WORLE
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JON SAYS

One of the CDs fed to the Puccini SE (originally reviewed in
Sept 1997) was a compilation disc from Opus 3 containing a
mix of Jazz, Classical and Blues music recorded with great
clarity. This was obvious from Mozart's Allegretto con
variazioni where the Puccini SE rustled up a rhythmic
rendition bristling with all the little flourishes that add so
much to anyone's enjoyment of music.

Moving further along the menu to Thelonius Monk's
'Played Twice' | discovered the same separation revealing the
‘ull rhythmic audacity of this tune; it should have a musically
risky feel to it rather than one of safety, and through the
Puccini SE it did. This amp also proved a bit of a whiz with
dynamics, swift leading edges followed by prolonged decay.

Randy Crawford's slower-moving songs posed no
problems for this amp, which took the change of tempo in its
stride. And the depth the acoustic was endowed with will go
down a storm with fans of imaging and sound staging.

‘Minimalist' sums up the Puccini SE's features (no Pre-Amp
Out/Power Amp In sockets limit upgradability) and its sound -
it imposes very little of itself on whatever you're listening to.
For that it gets my stamp of approval.

DECEMBER 1997



Do you really want
just another Hi-Fi?

Or do you want NAD?

Big toy or big value?
If you're the sort of person who just likes to look at Hi-Fl, then we recommend the first option.
If, however, you demand the best possible sound at the best possible price,
may we recommend your local AudioClub dealer who will be happy to give your eyes a rest and your ears a treat. .
Contact us at the address below for more information on the complete NAD range. ""a,i
)

i‘;
K2

P e 15 Faraday Road, Dept. HW10
Aylesbury Buckinghamshire HP19 3RY

Telephone: (01296) 82017
E-mail: sales@nad.co.uk
Web: http://www.nad.co.uk
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surface-mount components in a big way. This

approach possesses a couple of advantages - the
tomponents are compact and have no lead-out wires, so
thortening signal paths and the absence of lead-out wires
reduces the number of joints the signal passes through.

A motorised version of Alps' Blue pot is used to control
the volume. Enabling the amp to be upgraded through bi-
amping is the fact that the pre and power sections can be

| nside the Caspian, Roksan have gone for

separated by the simple removal of two external links.

The core of the Caspian's power supply is a 330VA
toroidal transformer and two 6800uF Aerovox reservoir
capacitors. PSU decoupling caps come from Wima and Elna:
the well-known Cerafine can be found in certain key areas of
the power amp section. The circuit which controls the
remote and switching functions is on its own board located
well away from the audio circuits to avoid interference.

KETAN SAYS

Even before listening began, the Roksan made a strong case
for itself with remote operation and a professional build that
just oozes class. | started the ball rolling with Thelonius
Monk's 'Played Twice' from the Opus 3 compilation CD. Here
| was greeted by a wide and deep acoustic with sharply
focused images. There was a seamlessly cohesive feel to the
dynamic and powerful sound, which still managed to stay
sweet and smooth. Fortunately the smoothness was well
judged and stopped short of sapping the life and drama from
the music. Only when judging very critically could you point
to a slight lack of transparency and a glossing over of detail.

A move to Randy Crawford continued to show the
Caspian in a good light. Synthesised basslines, although on the
fat side of neutral, drove the music along nicely. Ms
Crawford's vocals had great presence and articulation,
allowing all the emotion in her singing to flow from the
'speakers.

To see how well the Caspian handled rougher productions
| tried on Kula Shaker's rocky K album. | had suspected the
Caspian might make this sound overly smooth but no, this
disc had its bite and attack intact. And thick, heavy mixes
found the Caspian always in control - in fact | couldn't find any
music that disturbed its poise. This is a great all-rounder.

JON SAYS
I have to say that Roksan's Caspian is easily one of the most
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eye-catching integrateds around at the moment. It wasn't only
my eyes the Caspian appealed to though - my ears were
enjoying this encounter, as they had done back in June 1997
when we first reviewed this amplifier.

The Roksan has a slightly rose-tinted view of things. The
strings of the Schidlof Quartet playing Shostakovich's quartet
No7 had a touch less acidic bite to them than a truly neutral
amp would relay, but were certainly none the less enjoyable
for it. The same was true on brasher Rock/Pop recordings
like the Spice Girls' album, where vocals and percussion were
both smooth and sweet, and basslines had real 'comph'’
courtesy of this amp's generous bottom end.

Back on a Jazz trip and the complex syncopation of
Thelonius Monk lost none of its drive through the Caspian.
Where the Roksan lagged slightly was in the way it removed
the element of rhythmic danger inherent in this track and
made it sound rather unadventurous instead (without,
however, losing any of its ability to keep me listening).

Suiting the Caspian's sweetness and bass weight down to
the ground were more balladic tracks, in particular Soul
music, which rolled along so smoothly even Barry White's
gravelly drawl| couldn't put a spanner in the works.

VWWhile Roksan's Caspian has a sweetness that adds to the
music it delivers, | can see it gelling with just about any
capable source and 'speakers you care to mention.
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There was a time when you had a
decision to make. Home Cinema
or high end Hi-Fi System.

Now there’s a third option.

Tube Technology gives you the
best of both worlds; a British
tube amplifier that can
reproduce music with power,
purity and emotion that’s
versatile enough to cope with the
demands of Home Cinema.

To hear how good Home Cinema
can sound, audition Tube
Technology at Musical Images’
award winning Covent Garden

store.

18 Monmouth Street
Covent Garden,
London WC2H 9HB

Branches also at: (

126 High Street
Beckenham
Kent BR3 1ED
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30005
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. he Audiolab features a single, large circuit board which

I fills up almost the entire internal area of the casing,

leaving only the space taken up by the 330VA toroidal
mains transformer and twin 10000uF Elna reservoir
tapacitors. Remote switching of the input is accomplished by
2 motorised Alps switch, and volume is handled by a
motorised Alps pot.

The digital control circuitry which governs the remote
gontrol is part of the main board, but lies shielded in a metal
casing to cut down on interference. The number of ICs used
in the 8000S is kept to a minimum since the design relies
predominantly on discrete components, which many claim
sound better than ICs.

Audiophile-grade components include Eina Starget
glectrolytic caps with their Oxygen-Free Copper leads (often,
steel is used) on the input stage and a liberal sprinkling of
Wima and Evox polypropylene capacitors around the circuit
board. All the inputs are relay coupled and both sets of input
lnd output terminals are gold plated.

KETAN SAYS

Audiolab integrated amplifiers have become something of an
industry standard over the years thanks to quality of build,
versatility and upgradability. But can the latest generation
B8000S hold onto this position! | tried a CD of the Schidlof
Quartet piaying Shostakovich’s String Quartet No7 Op108.
During the last part of this piece there is a point when the
cello and viola really work up a storm and the Audiolab
taptured this well - it sounded clear and precise and the cello
In particular possessed a rich thrum. With this piece there
was no doubting the 8000S has plenty of muscle. Despite a
slightly bright, hard midrange the entrance of the violin didn’t
upset things. Slightly less impressive was sound staging where
extreme left and right images weren't as strong as those in
the centre.

Amplifying Michael Jackson’s Blood On The Dancefloor the
Audiolab didn’t do so well. During ‘Ghosts’ there is a
combination of two basslines, an upper one which runs
throughout the song and a lower which augments it at various
points. The 8000S failed to capture the full rhythmic drive and
interplay between the two and could sound confused. This
amp does have a likeable sense of weight and control to it but
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it isn't the most involving I've heard.

JON SAYS

Supplied with Skunk Anansie’s Stoosh album, the 80005
demonstrated its nicely defined upper bass that was quick off
the mark with taut snare drums and bass guitar notes. Images
were strongly focused around the centre of the sound stage,
and this, along with a slightly forward midrange and treble,
gave vocals, guitars and percussion good projection. 'Infidelity
(Only You)' boasted controlled, beefy kick drum, crisp
cymbals and expressive vocals through our Jamo Concert 8
stand mounters.

With Randy Crawford flowing along its PCB tracks, the
Audiolab showed a hint of rhythmic sluggishness with this
disc's slower-paced melodies. Mind you, upper bass remained
resolutely punchy and there was a fair amount of detail on
tap.

Returning to Opus 3's compilation CD, | tried Mozart's
Allegretto con variazioni. Again, sound staging was expansive
if not amazingly deep, and the 8000S managed to relay a lot of
the musical expressions which impart this piece with its
clockwork-style timing.

The Audiolab has a measured feel to it - it won't be rushed
into anything, and Rockers will like its crisp midband and
punchy upper bass. The downside is that it can occasionally
be rhythmically and tonally lacklustre.
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JENBEN
SEANT 3-109
$959

surface-mount route. In terms of component

count the Densen is the sparsest amplifier here.
All the components bar the 360VA toroidal mains
transformer are arrayed on a relatively small circuit board
ivhich is mounted hard up against the rear panel. Input and
output socketry is connected to this board with the minimum
of wiring to keep signal paths extremely short.

Following the transformer is 40000uF of custom-made

I ike Roksan, Densen have decided to go the

feservoir capacitance bypassed with large Wima surface-
fnount caps to reduce the power supply's impedance. Volume
is controlled by a shaft-driven Alps Blue pot which now seems
to be de rigueur in amplifiers at this sort of price.

There's a vacant plug-in space on the main PCB for the
optional DP-0! phono board (not supplied for this group test)
which can be configured for either MM or MC cartridges. The
selector switch is positioned right next to the input sockets
and is connected to the front panel by a flexible linkage. And,
when upgrade time comes, a Pre-Amp Out socket makes bi-
amping a piece of cake.

KETAN SAYS

The Densen Beat may be a solid, well-built amplifier but |
can't imagine it fitting in unobtrusively anywhere. Opus 3's
compilation CD confirmed the Beat as a fully-fledged member
of the rhythm and timing schools. Drum beats puncned out
with exceptional power and force alongside taut double-
basses which had no trouble getting the floorboards shaking.

Sadly, it wasn't all good news. The Densen had a slightly
prominent midrange which | soon started to find tiresome.
This was compounded by a mild hardness in the lower treble
which becomes apparent with hard-struck piano notes.
Acoustic space, while wide, was curtailed in depth giving a flat
perspective. A veiling of fine detail made its presence felt as
well and contributed to a lack of ultimate transparency.

If there was a disc that was made for the Densen it has to
be Kula Shaker. This showed off the Beat's lithe bass and swift
dynamics to great effect. The Densen had the enviable ability
to latch on to a rhythm and squeeze out every last drop of it.
The slight hardness noted before did very little to dent my
enjoyment of this album as the amp was doing so many things
right.

JON SAYS
Skunk Anansie's Stoosh album was obviously right up the
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Beat's street, as the amp showed it's a case of, "Beat by name,
beat by nature" with this disc. 'She's My Heroine' almost had
me attempting to stage-dive off our sofa, the vitriol and drive
of this number came through the Densen so strongly - the
drummer was bashing away on his kit as though he'd been
hooked up to 2000VAC.

| wiped my fevered brow and reached for something a little
mellower - Robert White's sacred music for choir as
performed by Voces Sacrae. The Beat did a good job of
separating the individual voices in the choir, which maintained
some of the flow and direction in these works, but it didn't
seem to be quite as comfortable with this siow tempo as it
had been with Skunk Anansie's Rock adrenaline rush. To the
Densen's credit, there was a wide window of sound hanging
across the front of the 'speakers.

Returning to more upbeat fare, | found the Densen happier
dealing with Kufa Shaker's K album, which blasted along like it
was strapped to a Roman Candle the size of a lamppost. The
production on this CD can sound a bit dull but the Beat's
siightly bright presentation lifted normally hidden details out
of the mix without being 'in your face'.

If you're a Rocker or a fan of any upbeat music, there's a
good chance yol'll love the Densen Beat. If you tend more to
Classical and slower tempos, it might not quite hit the spot.

18 _lJ 1.8 -}
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he Campion is the only amplifier here to put the pre-
I amp section on a separate board. This isolates the

delicate low-level signals from the heftier voltages
surging through the power amp. All input socketry is
connected directly to the pre-amp and switching is
accomplished by a very long shaft-driven selector close to the
inputs. Members of the LP's fan club will be happy to hear
Sonneteer are currently at work on a plug-in phono stage as
well.

The board on which the power amplifier circuits reside
also houses the power supply except for the |60VA toroidal
transformer. This board is symmetrically laid out with the
23200uF worth of reservoir capacitors in the middle. The
power transistors are bolted onto large aluminium L-sections
which are then screwed to the case to provide a large
heatsink area. An Alps Blue pot (what else!) looks after the
volume control duties and is, unusually for this group,
connected to the PCB via long wires. '

KETAN SAYS

Kula Shaker opened the listening session and it was instantly
apparent that the Campion doesn't have masses of power in
reserve, so for high levels you'll need fairly efficient 'speakers.
On the other hand, looking past the power aspect it becomes
clear that the Campion is a bit special. It rocked along adeptly
on this album and rhythmically there was little to fault.
Dynamics were equally accomplished - electric guitars had
outstanding speed and attack, and drums were punchy and
propelled the music along with ease. Whilst transparent
enough to show up the messy production on this album, the
Campion had the knack of reminding me that the music was
the important thing and my attention was always drawn back
to it.

Randy Crawford did the honours next. Small vocal
inflections frequently overlooked were now clear, bringing
her phrasing and breathing to my attention in a way that
added to the enjoyment of the music. Low-level background
details normally muddled were also dug out and presented in
a natural manner.

The Campion plays music in a style free from artifice and
that sense of electronic processing. Timing and dynamics are
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further strengths. Match the Campion with relatively sensitive
‘speakers and it won't fail to delight.

JON SAYS

One of the most attractive facets of the Campion's sound is
the way it digs out a wealth of musical expression that slips
through the net of many amps. Classical works regardless of
tempo benefited to the greatest extent, gaining in drive,
rhythm and precision of timing. Slower Rock and Jazz kept
their syncopation intact instead of falling apart, which is what
can often happen. The Campion won cred points for laying
out clear, solid images in an acoustic that had nearly as much
depth as width too.

Making the Sonneteer a safe bet with a range of ancillaries
is a hint of sweetness to its sound. This rounded off some of
the resinous rasp of bow on strings and warmed up the tonal
balance of violins and cellos without making them 'saccharine'.
What makes the Sonneteer a taste of the high-end at a snip is
its transparent sound staging that freed the music from the
confines of the loudspeaker cabinets and gave it realistic scale.

With its smooth, unruffled and open presentation the
Sonneteer joins the '90s amp club where membership takes a
truly musical performance.

HI-FI WORLD
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The integrated which gets closest to
stratospheric performance without
its price tag inducing high blood
pressure in your bank manager is
Audio Analogue's £600 Puccini SE.

All the main technical ingredients
like rhythm (which is vital if you're
not to doze off to music). dynamics,
tonal colour, detail, etc are present
and correct. What really puts the
Puccini SE ahead of its peers is the
kind of natural, neutral smoothness
and true 3-D transparency to its
presentation that you'd normally
expect to have to pay a lot more
money for.

Sonneteer's Campion is another
integrated which punches way
above its price and can shame some
much more expensive competitors.
It also has a classy and svelte look to
match its smooth, sweet sound. One
of the major aces up the Campion’s
sleeve is rhythm - your feet will
never stop tapping while this amp is
in circuit. lts spacious presentation
also means full-size music simply

flows into your room rather than
struggling to get beyond the
loudspeakers' cabinets. The only
slight drawback is a limited power
output of 35watts which might not

cLysiont
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make it an ideal partner for 'speakers
like Castle's Eden (83dB sensitivity),
if you like to hit | | on the volume
control, and a dry bass.

Another sound to soothe sore
ears is Roksan's Caspian. It has a
sweeter sound than either the
Puccini SE or Sonneteer Campion,
which means it will counterbalance a
lot of the slightly bright CD players
and loudspeakers out there. It's
another rhythm leader too, so you
can blame it for those holes worn in
the carpet by your boogying feet.
Helping here is a weighty bottom
end. And with plenty of power to
hand (78watts into 8ohms, |20watts

into 4ohms) the Caspian is
unlikely to have any difficulty
driving even insensitive 'speakers
loud.

The Caspian glosses over the
last ounce of detail that the
Puccini SE and Campion squeeze
out of the signal, and rhythmically it
can sound rather 'safe’ at times.
Remote control is a bonus though.

If a musical adrenaline-rush is
what you seek, then Densen's Beat
should fit the bill. It has more sheer
get up and go than any other amp in
this test except the Puccini SE. On
Rock, Dance and any up-tempo
numbers it blasts along with great
pace and speed thanks to nimble and
substantial bass and crisp midrange
and treble. Music stretched far out
to either side of the Concert 8 stand
mounters too, giving an almost
cinema-style presentation.

Unfortunately, sound stage depth

was limited, as was tonal colour,
leaving the Beat with a rather cold
and clinical character even after it
had been left to warm up for a few
days in accordance with Densen’s
advice. And that rocket-propelled
rhythmic ability didn't dovetail quite
as neatly with Classical music as it
had with Rock. If a large chunk of
your record collection consists of
Rock though, track the Beat down
for a listen.

Audiolab's 8000S is perennially
popular and it's not too difficult to
see why, especially in its updated
guise. It has a powerful, hefty sound
and doesn't blanch when it comes to

driving unfriendly loudspeaker loads.
Like the Densen, sound stage width
is one of the Audiolab's fortes -
images went almost wall-to-wall in

our listening room. Depth
perspectives and tonal colour,
however, were similarly limited next
to the Campion and Puccini SE. And
while the Densen could be a rhythm
fiend, the 8000S was a bit slower off
the mark and could sound sluggish at
times. Partnered with a warm source
and cables, the Audiolab's brightish
midrange and treble shouldn't prove
stumbling blocks and remote control
will please armchair athletes ®

HI-FI WORLD
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David Price investigates the fast moving world of computer audio.

ompurer sound has been
around for a long time now -
remember those bleeping

arcade machir.es with weird Dalek-like
voice synthesis fifteen years ago? But
recently it's come of age and is even
beginning to encroach upon hi-fi
territory. Forget about piezo-electric
chirping from your Sinclair Spectrum -
these days computers offer full audio
CD playback, DAT-quality hard-disk
recording and even recordable CD.
Maybe the time's now come for
audiophiles to start taking computer
sound seriously.

Perhaps the most persuasive
argument in favour of computer audio
nowadays is its rock-bottom price.
Assuming you've already got a Personal
Computer (PC), you can get yourself a
reasonable CD-playing set-up for as
litele as £50, far less than most hi-fi
separates. And with a simple lead from
your friendly local hi-fi shop you can
route the sound through your hi-fi amp
rather than those dreadful 'multimedia’
*speakers that come with new PCs. But
the big question is, how does it all
sound through a decent hi-fi? Computer
dealers say it's great (they would,
wouldn't they?), but how would golden-
eared Hi-Fi World readers react? Read
on to find out.

GETTING GOING
Assuming you've got a reasonable PC,

(realistically at least a 486DX66 with
8Mb memory) going 'multimedia”
needn't cost much. | fitted a Panasonic
quad-speed CD drive and Sound |6
soundcard to my (486DX100)
computer, and the whole shebang ccst
less than £70.

The CD-ROM drive simply fits in a
standard-sized slot in the front of your
PC, and has its own basic controls (Play,
Pause, Stop, Track Skip, Drawer Open,
etc.) plus a 3.5mm jack for headphones.
This means it's self-contained and can
be used independantly of any programs
the computer is running, if thaz's what
you want. Alternatively you can use it
through Windows, with full software
control, and at the same time run other
applications like games, Internet or
word-processing.

As with everything in computers, the
price of CD-ROM drives is in free-fall.
About five years ago a single-speed unit
would have set you back over £100, but
you can now get a super-fast ten-speed
unit for the same money. At the bottom
end of the market, some quad-speed
drives now cost less than £40. Strictly
speaking a single-speed unit will suffice
for audio use, but the high-speed drives'
tightly-toleranced transports can cnly
improve sound quality, so buyers should
go for faster units, preferably from 'big
name' manufacturers like Sony or
Panasonic.

Nowadays as little as £20 will get

you a standard 6-bit soundcard (a
generic Soundblaster Pro compatible)
such as the Sound 16 used here. The
card plugs into the computer
motherboard in an expansion slot. One
end faces the outside world, offering a
whole host of facilities. Interfaces on
the Sound 16 include 3.5mm stereo
jacks for Line In, Line Out, Speakers and
Microphone In. The card also boasts a
games port, MIDI interface and 4W
stereo power amplifier. As with all 16-
bit Soundblasters, the card has an FM
synthesiser, anc Digital to Analogue and
Analogue to Digital convertors on
Crystal Semiconductors chips.
Although CD-ROM drives contain a
basic DAC and audio amplifier for the
headphone output, they feed
soundcards a digital signal. Since the
card acts as a digital pre-amp it offers
features like direct digital recordings
from CD to tha computer's hard disk
under software control. Many sampling
frequencies are available, from 8-bit
mono to 44.1kHz |6-bit stereo, and
some cards now offer DAT-quality
48kHz 16-bit stereo recording from
analogue inputs. Of course, the length
of recordings you can make depends on
a combination of your hard disk’s size,
memory capacity or sampling frequency.
The software bundled offers a host
of other facilities too, such as CD
player emulation (with full disc and
ndividual track labelling, favourite track
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The software that comes with many soundcards allows you to use your PC as a CD player
and a MIDI controller. The mixer at the bottom of the picture gives you control over the

soundcard’s digital and analogue inputs and outputs.

soundcard to my hi-fi amp, | rebooted
the computer to be greeted by Brian
Eno's famous Windows 95 jingle. To my
surprise the system was working!

SOUND QUALITY

So how did it sound? Connected to a
Pioneer A-400X driving a pair of
Mission 751 Freedoms, the answer is
actually quite good. With Suede's
'Beautiful Ones', treble was thin but
surprisingly free from grit.or harshness.
Midrange was clean and tidy with
reasonable detail and bass was tuneful, if
a lietle lacking in fundamentals to drive
the song along. A Marantz CD-63SE
was bigger sounding, with a warmer
tone, smoother treble and richer bass,
but it wasn't quite as night and day as I'd
expected. Both had an up-front, musical
sound that really got to the heart of
things. It was only on a Deutsche
Grammophon recording of Mozart's
Concerto for Flute and Orchestra in A
major (by the Berlin Philharmonic) that
the computer CD system began to let
the side down, losing a fair degree of

memory, programmable editing, real-
tme display, etc.), a MIDI controller
(for electronic music makers) and a full
system mixer controlling the
soundcard's analogue and digital inputs
and outputs. It's an extremely flexible

'n' Play' facility detecting and configuring
the new hardware automatically. As
soon as this was done, and an audio
feed taken from the back of the

space and low-level detail to the
Marantz.

Overall then, the verdict is pretty
impressive for £70, and certainly better

arrangement. «ofith w6l -
ac i,
INSTALLATION oK™ 3.

Installing the CD-ROM drive and
soundcard should be fairly simple. It's
customary to install the soundcard first, " g
running the supplied set-up disc to set v
Interrupt request status, DMA channels
and I/O port address according to your
computer. Depending on your
motherboard, the CD-ROM is
connected to your computer's IDE Ry
interface or the soundcard's, and then o bt

’
the supplied set-up software can be run. IR | :{ 1
There are more detailed connection J b ) r
instructions supplied with the units o g
T
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The soundcard itself uses Crystal Semiconductors’ chips to provide Analogue to Digital

Set-up parameters depend on your
hardware, but are usually easy to obtain
with the software. In my case, | let
Windows 95 do all the work, its 'Plug

and Digital to Analogue conversion.




than cheapo CD players at the very
bottom of the market. Why should this
be? VWell, the multi-speed drives are
certainly good qualizy (many hi-fi
manufacturers use CD-ROM drives in
their high-end transports rather than
purpose-designed hi-fi mechanisms for
precisely this reason). And the
convertors in the soundcards, while not
quite audiophile grade, are far better
than you'd expect for the money - the
computer industry's vast economies of
scale must have something to do with
this. And finally, as Sony's Esprit range
(covered by Haden Boardman on p67)
and Linn's Brilliant power supply
upg-ade of a few years ago proved, in
addition to being a reliable source of
power for computers, switched-mode
power supplies can be good for audio
as well!

THE FUTURE. . .

The frantic pace of computer hardware
development bodes well for the future.
All computing audiophiles need now is a
really serious soundcard from a proper
hi-fi manufacturer. There are few signs
of this at the moment, but the optical
digital outputs fitted to the latest
CD-ROM drives at least mean that
separate hi-fi DACs can be used in the
meantime.

The next generation of computer
sound should be a real treat for
audiophiles, though. Already
CD-Recordable drives are available for
computers for as. little as: £400
ccmplete with sophisticated recording
software. But soon, recordable DVD
(or whatever it eventually ends up being
called) will be here, promising superb
quality on both recording and playback.
With the many live music broadcasts
and the plethora of bulletin boards with
music to download from on the
Internet, this means that compurer
sound will truly have come of age. In
the meantime, it's a very affordable,
flexible bit of fun. As for me, I'm waiting
for a software vinyl record player,
combolete with van den Hul
Grasshopper Moving Coil cartridge that
never wears out!
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The soundcard fits into one of your PC’s expansion slots. Conmections provided are Line

In, Line out, Speakers and Mic In.

If you're interested in computer sound and already have a PC, you'll
find the necessary hardware readily available. For example, Software
Warehouse (01675 466467) have the following:

| 6-bit 48kHz recording and playback. 32-level stereo audio mixer, 6
inputs, Windows 95 Plug 'n' Play compatible.

Fast access, 8-speed, digital output.

4-speed write, 2-speed read internal CD-Recorder, giving 74 minutes
of audio.

Connecting your soundcard to your hi-fi is simply a matter of getting
the right lead. Maplin (01702 554000) offer a |.5m lead (order code:
DG27E, £1.99), and a 2.5m extension lead (CN97L, £1.79). Better,
more expensive leads are available from specialists such as Audio
Technica and The Chord Company.
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SO WHO IN THE
WORLD ARE PROAC?

In fact, we're pretty big in quite a lot of the world.

Around eighty percent of our production goes abroad, to just about
every corner of the globe (at the moment we're going down very well
in Moscow).

We don't make cheap loudspeakers and we don't make cheap
sounds. Our prices start at a shade under £600.00 and finish at just over
£13,000. But thousands of ProAc owners around the world think that the
sound quality they experience is worth every penny.

The prices only reflect the excellence of the products. We don't
go in for mass production - our technicians are individually responsible for
the building and testing of each model, from the diminutive Tablette to the
awesome Response Four.

And our build quality is unrivalled. All cabinets are hand-crafted and
finished in a superb range of veneers, with dedicated drive units which
use our own baskets, cones and magnet assemblies combined with the
finest electronic components.

In the UK, you'll find our speakers stocked by just a select group
of specialist dealers. We're pretty choosy about who represents our
products, so dealers are appointed for their ability to demonstrate them
effectively and to give sound advice on compatibility.

When you've heard the rest, go and hear ProAc. For literature,
reviews and dealer and price lists, contact us today.

@ ProAc
Perfectly Natural

HIGHPOINT HOUSE, RIDING ROAD, BUCKINGHAM ROAD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, BRACKLEY, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE NN13 7BE, ENGLAND.
TELEPHONE 01280 700147 FAX 01280 700148
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B oscemseniser

Ketan Bharadia searches for a solution to the cold sound of some CD players
with valve power from Musical Fidelity's X10-D and Z-Man's Enhancer.

nce you've been bitten by that
most virulent of viruses,
Stereoitis, there's no escape.

While that might not pose a problem in
the context of a properly-sorted
system, as a lot of music addicts will
testify, what do you do if your hi-fi is
letting you down and you just can't
afford to buy a whole new set-up? Pull
all your hair out? Burn your
components or saw them in half with a
chainsaw? Many go the cable way in
search of improvement, but now there
is another option with the likes of
Musical Fidelity’s X10-D and the
Enhancer from the Z-Man Corp. of
America.

What these two small boxes aim to
do is bring back the warmth and life to

CD players and systems that sound cold
and uninvolving. How do they do this?
Take a peek inside the casework and
you'll find a device on the cutting edge
of technology, the valve.

THE TECHNOLOGY
Sitting inside the X10-D is a pair of
Philips’ 6922 double-triode valves, their
sockets soldered onto a white PCB
which carries 1% metal-film resistors,
metallised-film capacitors and a brace of
35V 1000uF as well as 35V 470uF
reservoir capacitors. Making sure that
mains hum doesn't pose a problem is a
wall-plug transformer which provides a
12VAC output.

The Z-Man Enhancer opts to keep
the mains transformer inside the case

Ll -_'*' World Radio Histo

close to the Russian Sovtek
[2AX7WXT double-triode valve.
Component quality is high, with MIT
MultiCap metallised-polypropylene
coupling capacitors and 1% Holco
resistors. The power supply runs at
300VDC with inductor and capacitor
filtering.

As our measurements show, these
are basically two buffers which lack gain
(although the X10-D does produce
1.1V out for a 1V input) and produce
similarly wide frequency responses (4Hz
to |50kHz) with low distortion. So how
did they sound. . ?

MUSICAL FIDELITY X10-D

The X10-D was put through its paces in
a system consisting of a Roksan Caspian

Hi-A WORLD



The Enhancer uses a single valve

partnered by audiophile components.

CD player, Densen's Beat integrated
amp and Jamo's Concert 8
loudspeakers. This system was
powerful, assertive and dynamic but,
because the Densen and Caspian sound
forward and hard when partnering each
other, proved fatiguing.

Listening to 'Played Twice' from an
Opus 3 compilation CD and inserting
the X10-D proved it has a subtle but
definite signature. On the plus side,
without curtailing extension it made
high frequencies sound smoother and
sweeter. There was also an increased

Inside Musical Fidelity’s X10-D sits a pair of
6922 double triode valves.

HI-FI WORLD

sense of weight and presence to the
reproduction which was welcome.

On the downside, transparency
suffered as fine detail became slightly
veiled (as you might expect from the
addition of extra circuitry in the signal
path) and rhythmically things slowed
down slightly. These negative effects
weren't serious but were readily
noticeable.

With Orffs Carmina Burana, which
in itself is quite a bright recording, the
Musical Fidelity managed to sweeten
and tame the top end without removing
its sparkle. And the extra bass weight
imparted by the X10-D fleshed the
sound out and gave the choir a more
rounded, realistic feel.

Z-MAN ENHANCER

With the Caspian working straight into
the Densen, the Schidlof Quartet’s
album of Shostakovich's string quartet
No7 produced some rather sharp violin
notes. The Z-Man countered the
Densen's slightly cold presentation by
injecting a little extra warmth into
celios, for instance, which had a
pleasantly reedy texture. Dynamics
were rounded off slightly though and
lost some of their natural impact.

Switching the Z-Man in and out of
the system, | found this dynamic
softening showing up as rhythm and
drive which weren't as potent as they
had been through the Densen and
Caspian alone. There was also a mild
boxiness, a shut-in feeling in the lower
midrange apparent on cellos. With the
powerful treble on this album and the
Densen's bright character though, |
preferred the sound with the Enhancer
doing its thing.

One very popular CD with a definite
midrange and treble bias is the Spice
Girls' eponymous album. On this little
silver disc you get punchy, funky bass
accompanied by sibilant vocals and a
rather rough-and-ready treble.

Giving the Spicettes the Z-Man
treatment brought the sibilance under
control and calmed down the over-
lively electronic hi-hats. Vocals became
smoother too, but at the same time
showed the kind of upper bass/lower
midrange boxiness that had been
obvious on the Schidlof Quartet.

'World Radio Histo
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CONCLUSION
The raison d'étre for both the Musical
Fidelity X10-D and Z-Man Enhancer is
to calm down a CD player or collection
of components which don't gel to give a
balanced sound. If you have a CD player
with a forward, hard sound allied to an
amplifier with a similar signature, the
X10-D and Enhancer are worth a look.
The Musical Fidelity buffer imposes
the smaller sonic footprint on the signal
passing through it - the Z-Man, in spite
of measurements which show no roll-
off in treble, takes some of the sparkle
out of music. Given the price difference
between the two, the Musical Fidelity
looks the better bet. If you're suffering
from equipment-mismatch syndrome
and your budget won't stretch to a
system revamp, these little boxes of
tricks might make a good stop-gap
solution @

£119.99
£167

Musical Fidelity X10-D
Z-Man Enhancer

Musical Fidelity

15-16 Olympic Trading Estate,
Fulton Road,

Wembley,

Middx. HA9 O0TF

Tel: 0181 900 2866

Z-Man Corporation
2118 Batchawana S.E.,
Grand Rapids,
Michigan Ml 49508
Tel: 001 616 246 7929

WORLD VERDICT

MUSICAL FIDELITY

X10-D

Adds warmth and bass weight to
bright or lightweight set-ups without

getting in the way of the music.

Z-MAN ENHANCER }
Warms up the sound of cold systems
but can gloss over detail and roll-off
the upper registers.

Measured Performance




SOLINDS PERFECTION
CORNWALL'S NO.1 SPECIALIST RETAILER

SPECIALISTS IN PROVIDING MUSIC IN YOUR HOME
THE FINEST SERVICE WITH FREE ADVICE

WE BRING TO YOU

AMPLIFIERS:- ALCHEMIST, AUDIO-NOTE. MUSICAL FIDELITY.
PARASOUNDS. ROTHWELL, MICHELL & THORENS

TURNTABLES:- AUDIO-NOTE. MICHELL. PROJECT. SME, &
THORENS

CD & DAC'S:» ALCHEMIST. AUDIO-NOTE. PARASOUND.
TEACH. TRICHORD & THORENS

SPEAKERS:- ANALYSIS, AUDIO-NOTE. AUDIO SPECTRUM.
BOSTON ACOUSTICS, MONITOR AUDIO, R.E.L. KLIPSH.
TRIANGLE & NOW ATC

CABLES:- CABLE TALK, AUDIO-NOTE. HENLEY, AUDIO
QUEST, PHILOSOPHY & SONIC LINK

CARTRIDGES:- GOLDING. GRADO. ORTOFON. & SHORE
STANDS:- ATACAMA. ELEMENTAL AUDIO. SOUNDSTYLE.

TARGET.
NOW FOR SALE
LINN LP12, ITTOK LVII, ASAK (MINT) £595
ALIRA £175
ALIDIO NOTE M2 PRE £595
PERCEPTION DAC £475
MONITOR AUDIO STUDIO 2'S (ROSEWOOD) £395
AUDIOLAB 8000 CDM (HARDLY USED) MINT £995

CONTACT NIGEL

01753-889949 AVAILABLE 7 DAYS A WEEK

TEL/FAX 01326 221372
DISTRIBUTED BY HENLEY DESIGNS LIMITED MOBILE 0468 754353

A SYMBOL OF PRECISION < [

“THE MOST DESIRABLE DECK BELOW £1500”
Ken Kessler - Hi-Fi News & Record Review August ‘94

Michell Engineering, 2 Theobold Street, Borehamwood, Herts WD6 4SE
Tel:- 081 953 0771



Jon Marks plugs into some
audiophile mains leads with
Kimber's PowerKords and

distribution block.

ack in the 1970s, if you said
Bcables made a real difference to

hi-fi sound, people would think
you were mad. Bell wire was the
interconnect and loudspeaker cable of
choice and mains leads were just
chunky, solid-core copper cables. Well,
times have changed and so have cables,
which is why we decided to try out
Kimber's PowerKords.

The PowerKords come in two
flavours - 4TCM and 8TCM. As you
might imagine, the 8TCM is made up
from twice as many conductors as the
4TCM, which contains four blue and
four brown strands. Making up the
strands themselves are seven copper
conductors of differing diameters
wrapped in a Teflon dielectric. These
are then woven together in such a way,
claim Kimber, that the resulting
capacitive cancellation attenuates the
Radio Frequency pollution already on
the mains, and stops the lead acting as
an aerial without increasing the
impedance of the power supply, unlike
many mains conditioners.

The first candidate to connect
Roksan's Caspian CD player to the
mains was a four-foot length of 4TCM
(which sells for £73). When we
auditioned mains cables from Moth and
DNM back in June, we found really
quite slight improvements to our
system's sound, but not so with the
4TCM. Even as | was walking over to
our customary listening spot on the
sofa, | could hear better bass definition
and extension - there was now more
rhythm coming through the Roksan
Caspian CD and Audio Analogue
Puccini SE amplifier than you could
shake a very big stick at. Treble was

HI-FI WORLD

also sweeter
and there
was a
clarity
that
allowed the
full acoustic
through
Jamo's
Concert 8
stand mounters to
provide a large, holographic sound
stage.

So far, so good, and £73 very well
spent. Now it was time to delve deeper
into my wallet and replace the 4TCM
with five feet of 8TCM. Again, the
benefits weren't small - bass went
lower and was faster, the sound stage
opened up further and images became
three dimensional where before they'd
only managed two and a half
dimensions. And if you wanted to shake
a stick at the rhythm, it would now be
the size of a telegraph pole. At £121
this length of PowerKord was sounding
like good value.

Last was a six-foot 8TCM - Kimber
say the longer the better with these
cables, as RF attenuation increases with
length. Now the music coming from the
Concert 8s had an addictively natural,
organic feel to it. Switching back to
normal leads, the sound was still
enjoyable but had a hard mid and treble
and soggy bass.

The costliest Kimber upgrade was
the six-way 8TCM-wired mains
distribution block at £200. Now
whatever was playing through the
Caspian and Puccini SE had a truly life-
like quality to it that made burning the
midnight oil to my favourite recordings

a strong

possibility. And considering this

block works very well with standard
leads and will power up to six
components, it doesn't look so
expensive at £200. | only hope Russ
doesn't want these back, as they've now
taken up permanent residence in our
system!

4TCM PowerKord (4ft.) £73
8TCM PowerKord (5ft.) £121
8TCM PowerKord (6ft.) £140
8TCM 6-way block (3ft.) £200

Russ Andrews Turntable Accessories
Edge Bank House,

Skelsmergh,

Kendal,

Cumbria LAS8 9AS

Tel: 0800 373467

WORLD VERDICT

All are good value, and bring a

smoother, more open and rhythmic
sound to your system.
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You could get, oh, .
€1 each for

HENLEY
your records.

Or you could listen , —._

HENLEY PHONQ STAGE

to them.

01753-689949

DISTRIBUTED BY HENLEY DESIGNS LIMITED

Speaker cables
Skytrack Hybrid (biwire)
£4.99/m

The Snowtrack (biwire)
£9.99+/m

The Cleartrack (biwire)
£12.99/m

The CS122 Hybrid
£11.99/m

Teatrack Hybrid (biwire)
£21.99/m

The Wind Hybrid
£39.38/m

Interconnects
The Source
£49.99 (0.8m)

D1021Il Hybrid
£59.99 (0.8m)

The First 53 ¥ W W LERRCTION A 5 o
£199.99 (0.8m) . : , o® K - " g 3 g B .
Cartridges : S ~ :

from £3450 to £250 N ' 5 e -
Re-tips from £210 s 3 : - :

For further 01388) 66 32 73 o 2o
 Quote ref: HFW 10/97 information call o) O e




AERIA[ATTITUDE

Thorens' new tuner, the
£500 TRT 2000
Consequence, is dressed
to kill. Does it sound
similarly appetising, asks
Jon Marks.

uners generally seem to be at
I the bottom of audiophiles’

shopping lists these days. it's not
hard to see why when you go into
some busy showrooms to find among
the floor-to-ceiling boxes the odd tuner
or two hooked up to a piece of dangling
electrical string and putting out as much
hiss and crackle as music. Connect a
fine example of tunerdom to an aerial
that provides a signal stronger than
Radio Transylvania though, and you'll be
in for a real sound-quality surprise. This
was what | was hoping for when | wired
up Thorens’ classy £500 TRT 2000
Consequence RDS (Radio Data System)
tuner.

In terms of looks, the Thorens is a
bit of a black sheep compared to most
of the biscuit boxes out there, its slim
casework fronted by a perspex fascia
and two large knobs. The one on the
left is the On/Off switch and allows you
to select either Tuning mode (so you
can roam the airwaves) or Station
mode (where you can find the preset of
your choice). On the right is a spring-
loaded knob which, with a flick
clockwise or counter, takes you up and
down the FM band. And just to let you
know when you can stop searching and
start listening, there's a useful signal-
strength meter. Rounding out the
features list is a 59-preset memory bank
and the now-obligatory remote control.

| connected the Thorens up to our
high-quality roof aerial, its output
running to Audio Analogue's Puccini SE
amplifier and on to Jamo's Concert | |

HI-FI WORLD

floor standers
via van den Hul

interconnects and 'oudspeaker
cables. Toggling through the display’s
various RDS read-outs with the Mode
button, | was informed | was listening to
BBC R3 and a selection of works by
BBC orchestras, in this case the BBC's
National Orchestra of Wales.

What struck me first about the
TRT 2000 is how well it imaged when
given the chance by an accomplished
system. The orchestra spread wide
between the walls of our listening
room, with soloists clearly highlit in
their own space. The expression in
their playing was faithfully relayed as
well, making for some moving listening
sessions. The only drawback was a lack
of tonal resolution which meant massed
violins and cellos could sound almost
synthetic at times, as if their notes were
coming from a synthesiser and not the
real thing. This could become confusing
at times, as it made homing in on
individual orchestral sections during
crescendos quite difficult.

Jazz FM's signal showed that the
Consequence’s imaging had been no
fluke on R3, Dave Brubeck's 'Joe
Lovano Tango' placing the drummer out
to stage right, the saxophonist in the
centre and the man himself on piano off
to the left. Musically the Thorens had
no trouble either, never running short
of rhythm or preferring Classical to
Rock, for instance. It was only in areas
like sound stage depth and tonal colour
that it was less convincing. Still, it had

an even overall
balance that allowed
it to deal with R3's clean
transmissions as well as the
more compressed and bass-bloated
offerings of many commercial stations.
£500 should buy a very impressive
tuner when you consider NAD's superb
412 costs a mere £180. In certain
respects Thorens’ TRT 2000
Consequence tuner is just that,
impressive. It has a mix of detail, clarity
and broad sound staging that are major
plus points. Unfortunately, it also has a
rather artificial tonal quality in spite of
fine measured results which was most
audible with Classical music. Try before
you buy, and preferably in your own
system @
Thorens TRT 2000 £499.99
Portfolio Marketing
PO Box 88,
Hedge End,
Hampshire SO32 2XN
Tel: 01489 795519

WORLD VERDICT S8

An otherwise competent tuner is let

down by a rather 'processed’

character.
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WIN AN ARCAM CD
PLAYER AND AMPLIFIERS

This month you could be the lucky winner of Arcam's Alpha 7 CD player

along with the Alpha 9 integrated amplifier bi-amped with an Alpha 9

This month's competition celebrates
Arcam's 2|st birthday by offering a bi-
amped Arcam CD system. Cables to
connect the amps and CD player are
also supplied in the form of two pairs of
Im Audioquest Topaz interconnects
which would normally set you back
£59.95 each.

The heart of this system is Arcam's
top integrated, the £499.90 Alpha 9.
This 70watt amplifier features six line
inputs as standard with a dealer-fitted
MM/MC phono stage as an option for
vinyl heads. Remote control and two
tape loops add greatly to its flexibility
and make this a very versatile amplifier.

Helping to keep signal paths short is
the way the high-current VMOSFET
power amplifiers are directly coupled to
avoid the need for sound-degrading
capacitors. Ample reserves of power
without the Alpha 9 integrated going
irto meltdown are assured thanks to a
400VA toroidal mains transformer and a

custom-designed high-efficiency heatsink.

DECEMBER 1997

power amp.

All this would be irrelevant if the
amplifier failed to impress musically, but
there's no problem on that score as
Dominic Baker found out in the
December 1996 issue. He wrote, "The
Alpha 9 integrated was sailing through all
my sonic tests with ease. A recording of
Tchaikovsky's Pathetique showed its
ability to reveal all the rich layers of
tonal colour in the music, violins coming
complete with a thin, woody resonance.
Woodwinds were smooth and
characterful, oboe underpinning the
flute's dancing melody. The overall scale
of the performance impressed with
plenty of space around a well structured
image of the orchestra.”

The performance gets even better
when the matching Alpha 9P power amp
is added to the integrated. The £399.90
9P is basically the power amplifier
section of the integrated on its own, so
there's little sonic difference between 9

and 9P. When used together though, the

improvement in sound quality is anything

but subtle.

This is because with bi-amping a
single power amplifier channel is
dedicated to each of the loudspeaker's
drivers rather than having to handle two
or three. The result is improved control
and lower distortion.

Musically this translates into a much
more satisfying sound as Dominic found
out when he used the 9 integrated and
9P power combination. He wrote,
"With the 9P on bass duty, the
Cranberries sounded altogether more
powerful and definite. The qualities of
the 9 on its own remained iintact, but a
stronger sense of power and solidity
brought a larger scale o the
performance. Treble improved too,
becoming clearer and cleaner and even
more detailed. At higher vclumes it was
notably sweet, but still powerful enough
with cymbals to give good attack. In
addition there was more space and
atmosphere to the music and decay on
strings and hi-hats was extended."

HI-FI WORLD




The source for this capable amplificatior is
Arcam's Alpha 7 CD player. This carries a price tag of
£329.90 and uses the well-known Sony CDM- 14
transport and a Deita/Sigma Digital to Analogue:
convertor. The standard player is excellent 2s David
Price found out in January 1997, but the real bonus is
the fact that it is readi'y upgradable. By adding plug- n
DAC modules it can be raised to Alpha 8 or Alpha 9
status, which means B-tstream Pulse Width
Modulation and 24-bit Multi-bit DACs respectively.

Of the Alpha 7, David wrote, "Ultra Vivid Scene's
"Lightning' was convey=d with greater speed and
urgency than I'd expected, the 7 delivering a punchy
bass line and surprisingly tight drum sounds.” He
concluded by awarding it four globes and saving, "The
7 has just become my favourite entry-level machine.”

If you would like to win this superb Arcam system,
all you have to do is answer the following questions.
and complete the zie Ereaker. Send in the entry form
on the pack of a sealed envelope or postcard to reach
us before December 5th to:

Arcam Competition
Hi-Fi World magazine,
64 Castellain Road,
Maida Vale,

London W9 IEX

Don't forget to include your name, address and
telephone number if possible so that we can contac:
the winner promp=ly.

1) How old is Arcam?
A. 36 years old B. 2l years old
D. |5 years old

C. 10 years old

2) How much does the Alpha 9 integrated cost!
A. £1500.75 B. £499.90 C. £329.95
D. £699.00

3) What is the power output of the 9P power amplifier?
A. 60watts B. 70watts C. 7watts
D. 35watts

4) What is the rating of the Alpha 9 integrated's mains
transformer?
A. 200VA
D. 3.3VA

B. 400VA C. 70VvA

5) Which type of DAC does the Alpha 7 CD player use!
A. Delta/Sigma

C. Pulse Code Modulation D. Multi-bit

TIE BREAKER (obligatory)
Complete the following in less than 30 words
Hear the Alpha 7 CD do its thing,

As the Alpha 9s really let it sing,

And a pair of amps means plenty of power,
So your music avoids sounding flat and dour,

. Address: ....

Post Code: ..cceevvvveeriicrenn Tel No

_| Please do not add my name to your mailing list.

COMPETITION RULES AND CONDITIONS

B. Pulse Width Modulation

[1] Only one entry per household. Multiple entries will be automatically disqualified.
[2] In the event of more than one entrant submitting all-correct answers, the winner will

be picked from the tie-breaker by the Editor- We will endeavour to publish the results in
the second issue following the closing date.

[3] Purchase of the magazine is not a precondition of entry.

[4] No correspondence will be entered into; the Editor’s decision is final.

[5] No employees of Audio Publishing Ltd. o= of any companies associated with the

production or distribution of the prizes may enter.

HI-FI WORLD
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hirteen hundred quid is a lot of
I money. It could buy you an

around-the-world air ticket, a
decent motorbike, or even a pleasantly
rusty Alfa Romeo. Then again, you
could always treat yourself to a nice,
new CD player, a giant leap up from
your current budget box. XTC and
Cymbol would doubtless recommend
this option.

Cymbol's £1279 CDPI2 is the latest
product from Tony Brady, the man
responsible for the popular Onix range
of specialist hi-fi, which has now been
sold to a Taiwanese company. Featuring
the tried and trusted Philips CDMI2.1
transport and an |18-bit, HDCD-
compatible DAC and filter, it's housed
in a slim, Perspex-fronted case.

XTC have decided to go the other
way. As the flagship of Orelle's high-end
brand name, the £1250 CDP-| wears
big boys' clothes. A chunky 470mm
wide, it's of similar dimensions to your
average Krell or Audio Research. But
rather than treading the HDCD path,
the XTC uses the latest Philips |6-bit,
four-times oversampling constant

HI-FI WORLD
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calibration DAC. The designer is
vehemently anti-Bitstream, believing
only multi-bit can play tunes and handle
rhythms properly. The XTC's CDMI 2.1
transport also gets a 'super-fast rise-
time' clock - said to create a more
rhythmic sound - plus direct-coupled,
single-ended class A output stages.

What of all this technology then? s
it money well spent? I'd say so, although
these players will appeal to very
different audiences - proof positive that
in hi-fi, nothing's ever straightforward!

First, the Cymbol. Inner City's
'Good Life', a piece of late Eighties'
Dance, came across with all the power
and zest of any silver-disc spinner I've
heard. Most impressive was the sound
staging, which although not as tightly
defined as Linn's Karik, was extremely
big and bold. Tonally it was a real treat
too; most un-CD-like, in fact. While the
lowest bass notes seemed a little light,
upper bass was unusually warm and
voluptuous. Midband was clean and
punchy without a trace of hardness or
grain, and highs were superb.

After the Cymbol's bloom, the

BOL?

Are XTC's CDP-1 and

Cymbol's CDPI2 high-end CD

players worth the money!?

David Price finds out.

XTC's crisper, drier and more
monochrome sound was a surprise.
‘Good Life' suddenly shifted in
perspective, with a thinner, colder
midband and treble, and a lighter,
tighter upper bass. Only the lowest bass
notes had more power. The recorded
acoustic changed too, losing some of
the Cymbol's extreme stage imaging
abilities, but improving on its depth.

The real ear-opener was how
differently each player made music.
Where the Cymbol majored on its
textural qualities, capturing the warmth
of the keyboards and the silky patina of
Paris Grey's sublime backing vocals, the
XTC went for rhythms like a cruise
missile in a hurry. Unerringly quick off
the mark, it spotlighted the interplay
between bass drum, snare and cymbals
with an ease that made its rival seem a
touch too tardy. It also managed to dig
'hidden' rhythms out of the mix - those
glorious sequenced keyboard pads in
'‘Good Life' suddenly assumed a
rhythmic as well as a melodic role.

It was interesting how the XTC
injected more pace into proceedings.
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UPGRADEABLE HI-Fl.

WHATEVER WILL THEY THINK OF NEXT?

You've thought long and hard about choosing the right sound
system. You think you've found what you're looking for. It looks
great. It sounds even better. And it’s within your budget. So
how come you still have that niggling doubt in the back of your
mind? Simple. Before you make your final decision, you want to
be sure that a few years down the line, you're not going to regret
it. Unlike most hi-fi manufacturers, we understand completely.

We've already set the standard by offering legendary sound

quality in every price category. Now we've completely rewritten
the rules. Because practically every piece of Arcam equipment
now comes with something that will radically change the way
you buy hi-fi. A set of pre-defined upgrade paths that allow you
to upgrade your sound system just as soon as technology
(or your wallet) allows. If you'd like to hear more about

Arcam’s revolutionary upgradeable components, call now on

(01223) 203203.

ARCAM

Please send me the name of my nearest authorised dealer and information on:

Arcam amplifiers O Arcam CD players & DACs O Arcam tuners O Arcam home theatre O all Arcam products 0

Title First Name(s)
Surname
Address

Postcode
Next7Y(HFW 12/97)

In Australia: Stolmack Audio Pty. Lid., PO. Box 162, Lindfield, N.S.W,, 2070. Tel: (612) 9416 4799.

In Canada: Emerald Audio Resources, RR1, Palgrave, Ontario, LON 1PO. Tel: (905) 880 7170.

1n New Zealand: Avalon Audio, 587 Mount Eden Rd., Auckland. Tel: (09) 369 %000.

In South Africa: Hi-Fi Specialists, Durban Road 155, Bellville. 7535. Tel: (021) 946 1441,

In USA: Audiophile Systems Ltd., 8709 Castle Park Drive, Indianapolis. Indiana 46256. Tel:(317) 849 7103.

Clip the coupon and return to Arcam, Pembroke Avenue, Cambridge CB5 9PB, England. Or telephone: (01223) 203203 and quote our reference Next7Y.
Or e-mail us at: custserv@arcam.co.uk



Master clock’s quartz crystal Digital output Toroidal transformer
(underside) is damped with a board with for analogue and digital
large rubber grommet BNC socket stages

Analogue output stage
uses discrete transistors
and is direct coupled

With its superb timing, those tiny
rhythmic pauses in the music - the
spaces between notes - were much
easier to hear. It was slightly better at
local dynamics too - subtle accents and
inflections in the guitar parts came
across better. But the XTC didn't have
everything its own way. The Cymbol's
weightier upper bass powered the song
along, while its widescreen sound
staging and lush midband gave strings an

NE5534 analogue

output op amps DAC and output PCB

”l""

vies su dildws

CYMBOL |

CDP12

»
£l ‘,

Industry-standard
7805 +5V regulator
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10000uF Rubycon
reservoir capacitors

Philips 12.1 mechanism

Philips 12.1 Display control
mechanism PCB

epic, cinematic quality. Musically, the
XTC was a punk band to the Cymbol's
big band, if you see what | mean.
These different styles meant each
player worked best with different types
of music. | found the XTC a little too
up-front with Jazz - it was all whiz-bang
speed and in-your-face transients.
Likewise the Cymbol with Classical,
which lacked its rival's low-level detail
and stage depth, and duly failed to give

Four Aerovox 4700uF
Logic and digital 50V reservoir
output board capacitors

Toroidal transformer feeds
both digital and analogue
sections

you that sense of 'being there'.
Conversely, the XTC's violins were
bordering on hard, while cellos lacked
the Cymbol's weight and body.

On balance I'd say the XTC just
about won out, but I'd avoid hard and
unforgiving systems. Indeed, the CDP-|
doesn't sound a million miles away from
the Linn Karik, which just happens to
be one of my two favourite CD players.

The Cymbol is no less a player, but
will appeal to different people. It has a
real love of music combined with
luxurious warmth and plenty of low-
frequency wallop. And it's HDCD
compatible too, so if you actually have
some HDCD CDs in your collection,
you'll be able to enjoy the smoother,
more spacious and natural sound they
offer. As ever, you pays your money
and makes your choice ®

Cymbol CDPI12
XTC CDP-I

£1279
£1250

Cymbol Electronics
5 Kendal Court,
Railway Road,
Newhaven,

Sussex BN9 0AY
Tel: 01273 517358

XTC (Orelle)

Unit 12,

Imex House,

6 Wadsworth Road,
Perivale,

Middx. UB3 7JS
Tel: 0181 810 9388

WORLD VERDICT

CYMBOL CDPI2

&

Its warm, musical sound plus HDCD

compatibility will win it many
friends.

XTC CDP-I
Rhythmic ability make it a winner,

but can sound hard in the wrong
system.

Measured Performance
see plo03
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THE
CHORD
COBRA 2
NOW
BETTER
THAN EVER

Cobra has evolved — higher

grade oxygen free copper,
improved dielectric, new
balanced configuration.
Deeper, tighter bass,
controlled and open
mid-range, sweet and
detailed treble. A natural
selection for your Hi-Fi.

For further details contact:
The Chord Company,

30a Sarum Business Park,
Portway, Salisbury,
Wiltshire, SP4 6EA.

Tel: 01722 331674

Fax: 01722 411388
WWW.CHORD.CO.UK.

_.IMPROVEMENT

THE CHORD
COMPANY

LIMITED
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Wilmslow
A Audio ¥

The name in Loudspeakers for over 30 years
We are the UK’s largest distributor of replacement drive units
and accessories for the trade and DIY speaker builder

A range of 25 DIY loudspeaker kits from £140 - £3800 on demonstration
& Crossover design and supply
o Large range of accessories including Capacitors, Inductors.
# Resistors, Binding posts, Grille cloths and foams,
o Ports, Spikes, Cable and much, much more.

Wilmslow Audio Ltd Phone for your free catalogue

50 Main Street

Boughton Astley Tel: 01455 286603
Leicester Fax: 01455 286605
LE9 6RD

uNDERSTﬁND

Buy Direct, Feel the Difference
as well as Hear It.

AV Hi Fi
SUPPORTS SUPPORTS

(MARBLE MANIA)

ALL SUPPORTS ARE FITTED
WITH MARBLE SHELVES AS
STANDARD WITH NO EXTRA
CHARGE

The standard X Wing features

* 5 Tier rack, 3 tier also available

* White Marble shelves

* Fully adjustable spikes under
shelving and feet ¥

* Black is the standard finish on both legs |
and main body of the X Wing rack

SPEAKER
SUPPORTS

Other options include:
* Speaker supports fully isolated in X
Wing designs.

* AV Support also fully isolated in X Wing
designs
* Granite Shelves also available

£149.99 « pp

Customisation service

* Have your rack finished in any colour of
your choice

* Award winning marble finish now
available in 6 different tints

* Chromed legs also available.

* Height modification between shelves FREE OF CHARGE

30 DAY MONEY BACK Guarantee
For FREE Colour Brochure or to Order
lease Call or Fax 01904 490184.

The above price is for the
standard 5 tier rack

(Please allow 14 days for delivery).

Hi-FI WORLD




CD brigade must puzzle over the

persistence of vinylphiles in sticking
to their beloved format. After all, what
could be more archaic than a lump of
diamond wiggling around in a plastic
groove! But the analogue cognoscenti
know just how good top-flight LP
systems can sound, even if the precision
engineering that makes them possible
doesn't come cheap. A case in point is
Linn's new £1200 Arkiv Moving Coil
cartridge.

Demonstrating its prowess as the
diamond at the end of an all-Linn front
end (LP12, Lingo, Trampolinn, Ekos,
Linto) the new Arkiv conjured up a

I n these days of digital, many of the

detailed, involving rendition of Dave
Brubeck’s ‘Take Five'. Showing the tiny
line-contact stylus at the end of its
boron cantilever was really getting into
the groove was music that’s normally
hidden by cheaper cartridges. And yes,
the Arkiv does have that characteristic
tunefulness to it, although not quite as
much as certain Linn loyalists would
have you believe.

Moving to ‘World Destruction’ by
Timezone (Africa Bambaata and John
Lydon), the Arkiv did its natural Linn
thing, excavating fine detail and pumping
bass that was tight and extended, if not
as lean and deep as might be expected
from a front-end costing the best part
of £6000.

Hi-FI WORLD
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Linn celebrate 25 memorable years with their
latest high-end cartridge, the Arkiv Moving Coil.

To see how it would fare in a non-
Linn setting | bolted Linn’s top coil into
our Garrard 401/SME 312 with a Slate
Audio Powerhouse PSU and Kimber
PowerKords. In the Garrard with its
sure-footed, driving bass, John Lee
Hooker had more weight and power
than in the LP12 with greater impact
and drive. Treble also benefited without
becoming sibilant or harsh. while the
Arkiv’'s expressive midrange meant
guitars and vocals really sang. Sound
staging enjoyed that traditional depth
that analogue manages so well, but left
me feeling there should have been more
space and air to the sound for my
£1200.

Bob Marley's Natty Dread LP
confounded the claims of CD-ers that
vinyl’s as silent as a pan full of sizzling
bacon. When the Arkiv is tracing a
clean groove there's very little pop and
crackle. Proving this was a whole wealth
of subtleties that enriched the music
and enhanced rhythm and timing, both
major strengths of this LP. And the
Linn's boosted bass output (obvious
from our measurements) was the icing
on the cake as far as Reggae was
concerned, even if its not particularly
accurate.

| had a £525 Ortofon MC 30
Supreme to hand, so | pressed it into
service by way of a comparison. At half
the price the MC 30 still had many of

the Linn's qualities - it was slightly
brighter in the treble and looser in the
bass than the Arkiv, but considering it's
half the price that's no mean
achievement. In fact, while the Linn was
smoother and more transparent, it
pulled ahead only marginally in terms of
dynamics.

| can see Linn fans flocking in their
droves to the new Arkiv, with all those
traditional hallmarks of beefy bass, crisp
treble and toe-tapping rhythms. But
outside Linn systems the Arkiv starts to
look a bit pricey. A fine MC, but make
sure you home demo it before breaking
into your piggy-bank.
Linn Arkiv £1200
Linn
Floors Road
Waterfoot,
Eaglesham,
Glasgow G76 OEP
Tel: 0141 307 7777

WORLD VERDICT

Linn fans will love the Arkiv, but it's

up against stiff competition from
Ortofon, Lyra and Transfiguration.

Measured Performance
see plo3
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WRITE & WIN
WITH
HI-FI WORLD?!

Every letter we print
wins a superb prize!

Vivante audiophile
LPs, Decca record
brushes,
Chord Co.
interconnects,
Electronics Made
Simple books and a

FREE subscription
to Hi-Fi World
for the best letter
of the month!

Please write, fax or
E-mail to
Hi-Fi World Mail
(with prizes)

64 Castellain Rd,
Maida Vale,
London W9 |EX
Fax: 0171 289 5620

E-mail:
edit@hi-fiworld.co.uk

MOSICAL
HRLTS
Xuaccy
COMYINTON

P Tl
TEATS Veo s
AR T K

A

The writer of the

‘Letter of the Month’
wins a free subscription
to Hi-Fi World
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SILENCE IS GOLDEN
| find the incessant noise from
ghetto blasters, loud car radios
and hi-fi systems highly
distressing, but the number of
occasions on which | could
actually involve the police or
Environmental Health
departments in these events is
very limited.

| was just wondering if
anyone has yet produced some
kind of device which could be
directed towards the source of
the noise and emit sound waves
which would negate those which

are producing the noise!
Mrs A. M. Maslin
Roslin,

Midlothian.

Unfortunately, as far as I'm
aware no one has yet come up
with the device you describe
on a commercial basis. I
know from living in a noisy
area of London how useful
some kind of noise canceller
would be though. Noise
pollution does seem to be a
growing problem in urban
areds.

There’s a couple of models
of noise reduction
headphones around at the
moment from companies like

Discwasher (tel: 01204
700139) with their NRH 200
and the Noise Buster Extreme

from Noise Cancellation
Technologies (tel: 01223
424898), but these only filter
out continuous, steady noise
like the drone of a plane's jet
engines if you're on a flight,
or the noisc of a
lawnmower's engine if you're
giving the grass a trim. They
also need batteries to operate
the processing circuitry,
although power consumption
is low.

NCT's 'phones work by
taking the signal from a
small microphone built into
the Noise Buster’s earpicces,

LETTER OF THE MONTH

PLACEMENT
PROBLEMS

Recently I've been trying out
some rather unusual positions
for my loudspeakers and the
results have been illuminating.

bedroom with my Castle
next to a wall, understandably

| bought a pair of stands and
gave the Richmonds some
space along one of the other
walls.

disappointing, so | decided to
try the Castles in an unusual
position which gave amazing
results. The central image
became rock solid, all the
instruments in the production
which had previously been
mixed together separated out
and the sound stage became
truly life-size. It really was the
biggest upgrade I've ever made
and it was free!
Circumstances then
changed and | now have my

When my system was in my
Richmonds on a set of drawers

the sound wasn’t quite right, so

The stereo imaging was still

system arranged in a small living

room, with the Richmonds in
the standard position on either
side of a chimney breast. This
gives reasonable results with a
nice stereo image but there’s
some boominess in the bass.

| tried the unusual position
again and found it gave similar
results, although with the high
frequencies rolled off. But
surprisingly, when | put the
‘speakers back on either side of
the fireplace, | found the sound
stage shrank, the sense of
‘being there’ was gone and bass
extension was lost too. Please
help me and explain what is
going on!
Stephen Furley
Stanley,
Co. Durham.

The set-up in Diagram Nol
is how the majority of
audiophiles tend to arrange
their loudspeakers, which
works well sonically and
fits in with the décor.
Ideally though, you need to
have nothing sitting between
the loudspeakers, like a

chimney breast, because this
can affect the perception of
sound stage depth and
imaging precision.

Toeing the cabinets in
and keeping them as afr
away from rear and side
walls as possible can help
too by reducing the amount
of reflected sound reaching
your ears. The major trade-
off with setting your
'speakers up in this manner
is drier, less weighty bass
which can make a system
sound anaemic if it already
has quite a lightweight
balance.

In Diagram No2, there's
free space between the
loudspeakers that stretches
back a fair way, and this
would certainly help
imaging and depth
perspectives, especially
towards the centre of the
sound stage.

The fact that each
‘speaker has a wall behind it
but not to its side, as it does
in Diagram Nol, would

HI-FI WORLD



If continuous background noise

is a problem, noise reduction
headphones like the NRH 200
from Discwasher might be able

to help.

which picks up the
external noise, and running
it through an FFT (Fast
Fourier Transform, as our
Hewlett Packard 3561A
spectrum analyser uses).
This then picks out any
unchanging signals at
frequencies ranging from
20Hz to 1500Hz and
reduces them by between
8dB and 15dB.

If you're finding it
difficult listening to radio
or television because of
external noise, headphones
are a good idea anyway.
But if it's complete silence
you're after, then
electronics companies still

have some way to go I'm
afraid. JM

Newnes Tel: 01865 310366

ELECTRONICS
MADE SIMPLE

Vs’

A

AN SINCL AIR

P

Learn more about electronics
with a copy of Electronics

Made Simple.

DIAGRAM NOI
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again give you more direct and less
reflected sound, and stronger, more
life-like imaging.

Having the drivers firing effectively
across the room diagonally would
reduce liigh-frequency reflections off
the rear wall too. The corner would
help disperse the high-frequency
energy that would otherwise bounce
off the back wall in Diagram Nol and
cause a lumpy midrange and rough
treble response. We use specially-
designed acoustic tiles on the back
wall of our listening room for this

I have to say I'm a bit surprised you
say that upper frequencies sounded
rolled-off with your Riclumonds in
this position. If the cabinets are
angled in towards the listening
position, you shouldn't get any
reduction in treble for the simple
reason there’s nothing between you
and the loudspeakers to absorb it. It
might come down to a smoother
response (because of the treble not
bouncing off the back wall) sounding
less in-your-face than with the
standard arrangement. A change of
cabling could help rebalance your
system’s sound. The Chord Company’s
Rumour, for example. JM

HI-FI WORLD

A DIFFERENT
APPROACH

I've enjoyed listening to my
system for many years, but
now feel it is time to upgrade
my 'speakers. It consists of a
Quad 34/606-2, Pioneer
PD80| CD player, Rega
Planar 3 with RB300 tone-
arm and Goldring 1042
Moving Magnet cartridge and
KEF 104/2 speakers. Cables
are from JK Acoustics
(copper single core, silver
plated). All components rest
on Target AER2 equipment
supports.

I’m happy with the natural
and dynamic sound of the
KEF ‘speakers, but after
moving I’'m missing some bass
extension and sound staging
in my new listening room
(3.5m x 7.5m). I'm
considering a pair of Quad
ESLé3s but I'm unsure if this
is wise! The phono stage of
my Quad 34 pre-amp sounds
lazy and undynamic in
relation to my CD player. I'm
looking for a more detailed
sound with better bass
extension and treble
response. Would an external
phono stage (along the lines
of aMusical Fidelity X-LP) be
a possible solution?

Did you know the
German Quad distributor,
Quad Musikwiedergabe
GmbH (tel ++49 261 38824)
delivers new ESL elements
for the old Quad ESL 577
George Buschhaus
Germany.

If you're a bass fan, the
ESL 63s on their own
wouldn't be a particularly
good place to start
looking. They have little
bass grunt and their
wooden frames tend to
resonate around 90Hz,
putting a noticeable "honk’
into music. If you decide to
partuer the Quads ... 45
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Audiolab 8000CD
Audiolab 8000T

Audiolab 8000DAC
Audiolab 8000CDM
Audiolab 8000C
Audiolab 8000P
Audiolab 8000S
Audiolab 8000T

wi \
BRITISH

HI-FI AWARDS

1996
The British Hi-Fi
Awards 1996

Audiolab 8000Q
Audiolab 8000M
Audiolab 8000T

=g
Audiolab 8000S

B8000MX

Cambridge Systems Technology Ltd
Spitfire Close, Ermine Business Park
Huntingdon, Cambs PEI8 6XY

Telephone 01480 415600
Fax 01480 52159

Whatever your requircments there is an
Audiolab amplificr to match. From the new
80001.X Straight L.inc Integratcd Amplitier 10
the awesome 8000QQ/8000MX Pre-Power
Amplifier combinations each one delivers a
superb blend of pure sound with unrestrained

power and dynamics.

For more information and dctails of your

Audiolab dealer call or write.

=AUDIOLAB



with a competently-
engineered subwoofer from
REL for instance, that
would help a great deal.
For best sound staging it
would be worth trying one
subwoofer per channel,
which can yield great
results from what I've
heard.

To be honest though,
transducers as revealing as
the '63s are likely to pick
holes in your sources. 1
think you'd get better
financial mileage from a
new pre/power
combination and upgraded
sources. You could start
with Technics' new second
generation SU-C1000
battery-powered pre-
amp and SE-A1000
power amp for
£850. The next
step might
consist of
Pink
Triangle’s
Tarantella
turntable
(£575) with
Origin
Live's
RB300
mod,
which
turns it into a giant-killer
for £150. Hang on to the
1042 because it will just
sound better and better as
the rest of your equipment
improves. Finally, you
could turn to LFD's
Mistral phono stage at
£299 or the X-LP you
mention. For the digits,

Vivante, Tel: 0181 977 6600

Keep your turntable spinning

with a fresh slab of vinyl from
Vivante.

HI-FI WORLD

candidate CD players are
the Marantz CD-63 MkII
KI-S (£400) and Roksan
Caspian (£895). ]M

THE UPGRADE BUG
BITES

I have had my equipment for
some time and want to
upgrade my ‘speakers. The
current line-up contains a
Linn Sondek, Lingo, lttok,
Karma, EAR 384P phono
stage, PS Audio 4.6 pre-amp
with M-500 power supply,
EAR 549 power amps, Philips
CD850 CD player clocked by

For a step up from Rega's Planar 3 turntable, try Pink
Triangle's Tarantella.

Trichord and heavily damped
inside with rubber pads,
Francinstein CD enhancer
and Linn Isobariks. The latter
are about 12 years old with
the inboard crossover and |
now feel that, although they
are good loudspeakers, they
could be improved on.
Imaging was never their forte
and | am considering buying
KEF Reference Fours.

My room’s |9ft. by 13ft.
and 1 listen to Rock, Jazz
fusion and New Age. The
EAR 549s are fantastic amps
and | like the solid bass the
Isobariks produce, but 'm
looking for better imaging. |
would appreciate your
suggestions as to other
suitable 'speakers to hear.
I've considered upgrading the
CD player as it's probably the
weakest link in the chain, but

am very happy with the
sound it produces, so why
change it?

While I'm writing, the
subject of cables confuses the
hell out of me. | currently use
Naim A4 (about 10 years old)
and a mish-mash of
interconnects of reasonable
quality. They seem OK, but
should | standardise on one
manufacturer's interconnects?!
| would value your
comments. What about
‘speaker cables for the KEFs?
John Hall
(address withheld by
request)

There's no doubt KEF's
Reference Fours will
outperform a pair of 12-
year-old Isobariks. The
KEFs have seriously
impressive sound staging
and imaging along with
the kind of bass power and
extension that won't have
you pining for your Linns.
Another option worth
considering is, dare 1
mention that near
ubiquitous name again, a
pair of Jamo's Concert 8s
partnered by one REL
subwoofer in each channel.
This should give
exceptional imaging, sound
staging and bass. It also
means that if you ever
want to upgrade your
‘speakers again, you can go
for a stand mounter
instead of splashing out on
another large floor stander.
The only problem is fitting
two large subwoofers into
a domestic setting.

You're happy with the
sound of your CD player,
and if the same is true of
your interconnects, I really
wouldn't lose any sleep
over standardising them.

We find van den Hul's
Revelation Hybrid
loudspeaker cable works
very well with the Jamos.
It'll set you back £59.99 per
linear metre (so a stereo
metre made up of four
strands will cost £239.96.

If you want to build on the
strengths of a pair of vintage
Isobariks, KEF's Reference
Fours are a ‘speaker to

consider.

Termination is £90+,
depending on plug type).
You could also try PAD's
Elementa, which is £175 for
the first metre, and £45 for
each extra metre (with
termination included). The
Revelation is very smooth
but not excessively laid-
back or flat sounding. The
PAD isn't quite as good
but given its price it's
extremely good value. Van
den Hul can be reached on
tel: 01388 663273 and PAD
on tel: 01232 319148. M

Chord Co. Tel: 01722 331674

The Chord Company's Cobra 2
interconnects are another step

in the right direction.

DECEMBER 1997



IR~ O P ACAALY~ILY ~AAAAAA

e-mail

edit@hi-

v

€D GOES SOUTH

I'm a regular reader of your
mag here in South Africa. |
have a family member living in
London who's coming home
soon and | wish to purchase
an amp and CD player before
then. | was thinking about an
Audiolab 8000A and Arcam

Analogue's Puccini SE
integrated at £595 along
with Roksan'’s killer
Caspian CD player at £895.
These two components
sound like they were made
for each other and you'd
have to spend a lot more
cash to better them
significantly. A rare
occurrence these days is an
integrated that possesses a

External phono stages benefit from having their own dedicated

power supplies, located away from the main PCB to reduce

interference.

Alpha 8. Is there a better
combination at the price, or
is it worth spending a bit
more money - e.g., Roksan’s
Caspian CD player or
Mission’s dAD3Q with a
better amp?

A phono stage is
important to me as well, but
it must complement my
existing LP [2/Lingo/lttok LVIII
front-end. | am currently
using an old Fisher valve
amplifier which has been re-
valved and sounds pretty
good, but it nonetheless has
many limitations.

What do you think o
outboard phono stages - is
there any advantage? Your
advice would be greatly
appreciated.

Allen Timm
timma@global.co.za

If you can afford to stretch
your budget further
without incurring the
wrath of your bank
manager, I'd strongly urge
you to go for Audio

DECEMBER 1997

superb phono stage for
Moving Magnet and
Moving Coil

cartridges, but the Puccini
SE won't disappoint in
this aspect either, I'm
happy to say.

One of the main
advantages of outboard
phono stages is that they
have their own power
supplies. On-board stages
in pre and integrated
amps have to share their
supplies with the rest of
the circuitry which can
degrade sound quality due
to interstage interference.
Seeing as an MC stage
picks up electrical noise
from a PSU extremely
easily, you need as much
space as possible between
it and the mains
transformer. Again,
there's normally more of
this in a stand-alone unit.
Outboard stages also
tend to be more flexible in
cartridge load matching,
so a change of cartridge

fiworld.

won't cause any
problems. JM

Chord Co. Tel: 01722 331674

A

Upgrade No3 comes free with a
set of The Chord Company's
transparent Cobra 2

interconnects.

~@

BEST OF BOTH
WORLDS
Having been an avid reader of
Hi-Fi World since the first
issue, I've finally found the
need for some specific
guidance. My system includes
a Pioneer A-400 amp and 2
nice old Rotel RCD-855 CD
player, driving a pair of your
KLS7 floor standing
laudspeakers.

| intend to have Russ
Andrews do his mods to the
RCD circuitry and also
fit the Trichord clock in the
near future. After this, would
| still hear a worthwhile
benefit by installing a separate
DAC!? | have just swapped my
old AR EBIOI turntable for a
good second-hand Linn LP12
with K9 cartridge. The
improvement in sound quality
was enormous. To gain
further improvement, would |
be better adding a separate
phono stage or swapping the
A-400 for something like an
entry-level Naim?

| built your KLS7s when

c O .

If you do not want
your e-mail address

published, please let
us know

u k

they first became available,
using 25 mm MDF

while maintaining the internal
dimensions specified, and
using Naim cables. This was a
tep up from my 22-year-old
Leak Sandwich 'speakers and
+'m quite pleased with the
sound. However | feel |
would now like to beef up
the ‘speakers and am
considering KLS9s.

My listening room is
about [4ft. by 12 ft. with a
fairly high ceiling,

a suspended wooden floor

and solid brick walls. | fancy
more bass weight but don’t
want the sound to become

For more bass without the

boom, KLS9 is one solution to
consider if you like your hi-fi
DiY.

boomy. Would the move
from 7 to 9 provide an
audible upgrade!

Steve Davies

(e-mail address withheld
by request)

I haven't heard Russ
Andrews' mods on your

HI-FI WORLD



edit@hi-fiworld.co.uk

Rotel player so can't
comment specifically, but
generally the transports in
older budget players aren't
amazing and don't get the
best from external DACs.
When the time comes to
replace your modified
Rotel, go for a more
expensive one-box player
before finally moving to a
transport/DAC combo as a
later upgrade.

The power amp in
Pioneer's A-400 is rather
good, but the phono stage
isn't. Creek's OBH-8SE
Moving Magnet cartridge
pre-amp with the OBH-2
power supply would be a
major step in the right
direction for £160, and a
cartridge like Goldring's
£120 1042 is another smart
move. KLS9 would
definitely give you an
audible improvement over
KLS7, especially in the
bass. And because you're
building the ‘speakers
yourself, you can tune the
ports and internal
wadding to suit your room
and system and avoid
boom. ]M

ELECTRONICS
MADE SIMPLE

Vs

N
AV 5

IAN SINCLAIR

Gain some more insider
knowledge on hi-fi with
Electronics Made Simple.

3

GOLDEN OLDIES?

I've had my current set-up
since the early 1980s, and to
my jaded ears it still sounds

HI-FI WORLD

good. But | wonder if
technology has moved on
sufficiently to justify my
swapping the kit for new. I'd
spend around £1500 on a
new system, but only if it will
make a tangible difference to
the sound.

My current kit is: Rotel
RA-840B amp, NAD 5200
CD player, Aiwa F250
cassette deck, Rotel RP-
850/Audio Technica
turntable, Rotel RT-840L
tuner and Rotel RL-915
'speakers. Do you consider a
system change long overdue
(it is still reliable) or would
eradicating any weak points
improve things without the
need for a complete new
system!

Tony (no surname
supplied)
tonyp@cd-online.co.uk

Yours is a fine, well-
balanced example of an
early 1980s budget system
and there’s no feason to
ditch the whole lot if it's
still working. The
weakest link in your set-
up is likely to be the
’speakers - sub-£500
designs have improved a
lot over the last 15 years.
Keeping your present
amplifier, I'd recommend
Mission's £350 751
Freedoms which have a
sweet, detailed sound. Or
if a floor stander appeals,
KEF's £350 Q35 would

be a good bet due to an
unusually detailed and
refined midrange and
treble.

As for your vinyl
source, if all’s well just

have the cartridge checked
for wear, as I'd imagine

that after all this time it
may well be on its last
legs. If a replacement is
necessary, consider the
cheaper Ortofons or
Goldrings. Your CD

player is also a bit long in
the tooth. Have a listen to

Marantz's CD-63 mklIl
KI-Signature, Mission's
dAD3 or Trichord’s
Genesis, all of which are
in the £500-£600 price
range and would be a
mega-upgrade on your
NAD. KB

Chord Co. Tel: 01722 331674

The Chord Company’s Cobra 2
interconnects would be another
string to your system’s bow.

Mission’s dAD3 CD player is one to consider at £600,

g
v

ROGUE RADIO

My system comprises a Rega
Planar 3 with an Elys
cartridge, a Yamaha tape
deck and a Musical Fidelity
Electra E600 CD player with
their X-DAC CD convertor
and X10-D line-level buffer,
E200 pre-amp with good
onboard MM/MC stage, E500
tuner, two E300 monoblocs
and Epos ES|4 loudspeakers,
which are toed well in.
Interconnects are SonicLink
Silver, the digital link is
Audioquest Video Z and the
loudspeaker cables are
Nordost Flatline Gold
bi-wired.

It all sounds pretty good
on the whole but the
dreaded hi-fi bug bites once
more! | would be grateful for
some help with the following:
1) Can the Rega be taken any
further cartridge-wise! Rega
themselves say not, but |
think you may be a little
more adventurous. The deck
is now lagging behind the
system and some form of
upgrade is called for.

2) The sound of my system
can collapse, becoming thin
and coarse and bringing me
close to tears at times. Oddly
this happens most often at
mid-afternoon whilst a
known 'bad' time like 6pm-
7pm when the mains is very
polluted gives no problems. |
assume this is Radio
Frequency Interference and
wonder if, for example, the
RATA mains cable/clamps are
worthwhile modifications?

| live in a terrace with
steel rods incorporated into
the building fabric. | don't
know if this makes them an
aerial or a shield? Thanks for
your help.

R. D. Steel
captain.aspirin@virgin.net

While the Planar 3 is a fine
deck for the money, it
won't work that well with
expensive, brutally
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STATIC RUINS THE SOUND
FROM YOUR CDS

Q STATMAT

STOPS THE STATIC

Another
innovative
product
from the

designers of

Ringmat

FIRST REVIEW & CUSTOMER COMMENTS

*“ .. Listening extensively myself, and trying the Statmat effect
on others. .... I now instinctively use the device all the
time....Indeed, the Statmat....makes the spoken word more
articulate and clearer in inflections (and therefore instrumental
sounds too). and gives phrasing and timing in music a more
natural. non-fatiguing character....” Christopher Breunig

(Hi-Fi News & Record Review, November 1997)

“Unbelievable how much difference a piece of plastic film can
make. Stereo imagery. depth and solidity all improved. I can
no longer play a CD without STATMAT!”

Mr A.C. Nottingham

“I'm always a little sceptical of so-called hi-fi tweaks, but in
this case both my wife and I were stunned! Your claims are
justified. voices were particularly affected, a more natural
sound and intonation. Instruments are cleaner and better
sorted. Everything sounded more relaxed and fluid. CD has
just taken
another step forward! .... Excellent product!”

Mr. N.M. Sleaford

“It works and betters “mats” I’ve tried so far ....”
Mr R.E. Milton Keynes
STOP THE STATIC WITH

Q STATMAT

IT'S ONLY £19.95

RINGMAT DEVELOPMENTS
P O BOX 200, Brentwood, Essex, CM15 9FB GB
T +44 (0) 1277 200 210 F +44 (0) 1277 201 225

Also available on mail order. UK p&p £1.95
Outside UK: Total cost £25, incl. p&p
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"HEOPLE"’LIKE YOU

-
1 D!T nitive Add!q is regarded by many as the premier high-end audloae Ship in t'ﬂ
UK. One of oul Nt exhibitions was described as 'good enough {0 reprasent fie
ﬁtountry’ ~and one nystems as ‘offering something far above the sﬁndards )

- come loexpecﬂ The result is staggering”

ract cqmm&is fike these from seasoned audio journalists it may be in your ln\eﬁf
-Imte)hore closely. SN

stemn based approach, our products range from modest to exatic,
nusual - alt are outstanding when used in the correct context. We

international market and setve the first time buyer and mature
§ame high degree of care and interest. We are located at the heart of
nutes of East Midiands Airport / M1 Junction 24 whilst London St.
5 by train.

U

Patrol » Vitavox « Lowther  Art Audio * Wadla « Teac Monarchy
Analogue « SME = Musical Fidelity = Ortofon « W,B.

ort Tel/Fax (++44) (0)115 981 3562
e.x VISA - MASTERCARD

AUDIOPHILE 180G VINYL REISSUES
NEW TITLES - THE SAME GREAT SOUND

RECORD OF THE MONTH

JOAN ARMATRADING: SELF-TITLED. AN ALBUM
THAT HAS TRULY STOOD THE TEST OF TIME,
ARMATRADING’S DEBUT RECORDING ON A&M
I8 NOW AVAILABLE AGAIN ON VINYL.
UTILISING THE ORIGINAL SESSION TAPES AND
MASTERED BY GEOI'F SYKES AT A&M'S
HEADQUARTERS IN HOLLYWOOD, SPEAKERS
CORNER HAS PRODUCED ANOTHER SONIC &
MUSICAL GEM. SP 3228. PRICE: £19.95

HERL IS A SELECTION OF OTHER NEW RELEASES:
GLAZUNOV. THE SEASONS (DI:CCA SXL 2141) . PRICE: £19.95
MASSENET: LE CID (KLAVIER KS 522). PRICE: £17.95
STRAVINSKY: THE FIREBIRD SUITE (MERCURY LIVING PRESENCE
SR 90266). PRICE: £21.95
TCHAIKOVSKY: 1812 (RCA LIVING STEREO LSC 2241) A SONIC
SPECTACULAR.PRICE: £21.95
TINA BROOKS: BACK TO THE TRACKS (BLUE NOTE BST 84052). PRICE:
£21.95
SHIRLEY HORN: HORN WITH HORN (MERCURY LIVING PRESENCE
SR 60%35). PRICE: £21.95
TEDDY WILSON:COMPLETE VERVE RECORDINGS(MOSAIC MQ8172-5LP
BOX)PRICE: £120 00
OSCAR PETERSON: THE LOST TAPES (MPS 529 (96-1). PRICE: £19.95
ELVIS PRESLEY: ELVIS IS BACK (RCA LIVING STEREO LPZ 2037). PRICE:
£21.95
ELVIS PRESLEY: 24 KARAT HITS (RCA LIVING STEREO LPZ (2) 2040.2LP).
PRICE: £31.95
STEVE MILLER BAND: GREATEST HITS 1974-1978 (DCC LPZ 2028)

PRICE: £21.95

TO ORDER ANY OF THE ABOVE OR TO RECEIVE A COPY OF OUR
CURRENT AUDIOPHILE VINYL. CATALOGUE, PLEASE CONTACT:

VIVANTE LONDON
UNIT 4, 60 HIGH STREET, HAMPTON WICK, SURREY KT! 4DB
TEL: 0181 977 6600 FAX:0I81 977 4445

EUROPE'S PREMIER AUDIOPHILE MAIL ORDER COMPANY

HI-FI WORLD



revealing
cartridges. But

that's not the
end of the story,
because you can
beef up your
Rega with a
modified main
bearing from
Manticore AV
(tel: 01767
318437). There
are two on offer - one easy-
fit at £55 and a more
complex version at £95.
There's also a thrust
bearing which snaps onto
the bottom of the motor
and goes for £20. And then
there's always Linn's
Valhalla power supply you
can add for about £40 if
bought second-hand.
Finally, you could send
your Rega RB300 to Origin
Live (tel: 01703 442183) to
have its counterweight
tweaked and its internal
wiring replaced for £150.
This will provide a very
large upgrade to this
classic arm’s sound
quality.

If you'make these
changes you'll find it’s
much more dynamic,
detailed and spacious
sounding. Background
noise levels will be lower
too. Appropriate cartridges
range from Goldring's 1042
MM at £120 to DNM's
Aciore at £175 (with
either an MM or MC in
exchange), or even
Ortofon's £250

if your records-are going to last a lifetime, they

need to be kept in pristine condition with a Decca

record brush,

MC 25FL with its fine-line
stylus.

The Kimber
PowerKords from Russ
Andrews are a very
effective way of boosting
your system's sound, as we
found on page 31 of this
issue. Kimber say this is
down to the way they
remove RF from the mains

Keep your upgrade options open with a separate transport like TEAC's T| and

the fabric of your house
probably have a relatively
high impedance so, even if
they're earthed, they
might not provide much
shielding at all. It's pretty
unlikely they would have
a large influence on the
sound of your system. [M

v

ONE BOX OR TWO?
I'd appreciate your advice for
a new CD front end for my
system. | have a Marantz CD-
63SE, Audio Alchemy DITB,
passive pre-amp, Linn
Keilidhs (on plinths),
Puresonic interconnects and
Cable Talk 4. bi-wire
cables.

a Pink Triangle Ordinal DAC bought second-hand.

thanks to their woven
construction. We have yet
to give the mains clamps a
go. The steel rods in

Why throw out a capable turntable like Rega's Planar 3 when it

can be made to sound even better with a bit of tweaking?

HI-Fl WORLD

| built the power amp,
which is based on a Velleman
kit, but re-engineered it
throughout with audiophile
components. It's basically an
EL34 parallel push-pull design
(four tubes per channel) with
a very clear, full bodied tone.
Bass is rich but very tight and
controlled, thanks in part to
the Keilidhs. | want the
system primarily for Classical
music, but also enjoy Rock.

Obviously the front end is
now weak, but when |
upgrade | want to hear a real
difference for the hard-
earned money (£500-£1000)
I've shelled out. Do you think
I will?

I've provisionally
shortlisted the Pink Triangle
Numeral or Ordinal (I can
get my hands on one second-

hand) with the Teac T1
transport, the Sony
CDP-X3000ES; ‘Marantz's
CD-17, the Musical Fidelity
A2 or E60I and the Roksan
Caspian.

Most dealers only stock
any one of the above, so
comparative listening/home
foan is pretty much out of the
question."Soam | on the right
track, or do you have any
other suggestions!

Mark Ellis
‘Mellis@omf.org.uk

Bit of a tough one, this.
The shortlist you've come
up with contains some
very good digital
equipment. It really boils
down to three choices:
Teac's bargain T1
transport with a Pink
Triangle DAC, Marantz's
CD-17 and Roksan's

Caspian. I'd
suggest the Teac T1
and Pink Triangle
Ordinal second-
hand. Not only
will it sound
excellent - the
Ordinal has much
of the Da Capo’s
smoothness and
detail but with a
slightly less laid-
back sound,
meaning it will
decode Rock as
happily as Classical. It
also gives more upgrade
options - a change of DAC
or transport instead of
simply replacing a one-box
player. IM

ELECTRONICS

MADE SIMPLE

Help your DIY career on its way

with Electronics Made Simple.
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VALVE BOOKS 70 Years of Radio Tubes and Valves

The
Williamson
Amplifier -
D.T.N. Williamson.
Offers practical
advice on how to
build and set up the
amplifier for best
results.

£9.95 + £1 p&p
Code: 1040

Principles of Electron Tubes - Hervert J.
Reich.

A textbook for beginners starting
with the basics of how a vacuum
tube actually works. Shows how
a simple circuit is designed
including amplifiers,
transformers and power
supplies. A must for both
enthusiasts and hobbyists.
£27.95 + £2 p&p
Code: 1010

An Approach to Audio
Frequency Amplifier Design -
Seventeen circuits
from 5 to 1100watts

- General Electric
AN APPROACH TO

Co. AUDIO FREQUENCY
High quality amp. AMPLIFIER DESIGN

Seventeen CircuRs from $- to 1 100 watty
designs using
KT66s, KT88s,
DA100s etc.
Includes two valve

pre-amps complete
with phono stages.
£19.95 + £2 p&p

Mullard Tube
Circvits for
Avdio
Amplifiers
= Includes full
designs for
eleven
power and
control
amps,
including
5-20,
using valves. Begins
with a four chapter tutorial on getting
the best sound from valve amplifiers.
£13.95 + £2 p&p Code: 1030

Code: 1020

T—

WORLD LIBRARY

-John W.
Stokes.
Outlines the
evolution of
radio receiving
tubes and the
part they
played in the
domestic radio
receiver. A
reference for
those
interested in the history and development, and

collectors alike.

£19.95 + £2 p&p Code: 1050

LOUDSPEAKER BOOKS

Electronic
Universal Vade-
Mecum - piotr
Mikolajczyk & Bohdan
Paszkowski, This Data
book comprises
5693 valves
divided into 442
groups. A
comprehensive
book which
contains connection details,
operating parameters, load lines and
example circuits. £49.95 + £6 p&p
Code: 1060

Quick & Easy
Transmission Line
Speaker Design
= Larry D. Sharp.
Practical approach
to designing and
building your own
transmission line
loudspeaker.

Includes
design

examples, equations
and a computer disk (Lotus123) for
Code: 1130

the maths! £10.95 + £2 p&p

Loudspeakers:
The Why and
How of Good
Reproduction -
G.A. Briggs

An easy to
understand book on
building
loudspeakers, using

empirical techniques that pre-date computer
analysis. Strong recommendation for beginners.

£10.95+£1p&p  Code: 1070
Bullock On Boxes
= Robert M. Bullock Il ~

Using Thiele-Small
parameters clearly, it
offers lots of helpful
fables and graphs
to get to grips
with the sizing of
the box and
port of a reflex
loudspeaker.
£12.95 + £2
p&p Code: 1100

Electrostatic
Loudspeaker
Design and
Construction
-Ronald Wagner.
Step by step guide
to the design and
construction of a
full range
electrostatic
loudspeaker,
including basic =~ ——
operating principles.
Strongly recommended for those wanting to
either build, repair and/or restore or who are just
interested in
electrostatics.
£16.95 + £2 p&p
Code: 1080

The

Loudspeaker
Design
Cookbook, 5th
edition -
Vance Dickason.
This best seller
offers up-to-date
design information for the
home constructor. It uses
modern Thiele-Small
theory and parameters.
£22.95 + £2 p&p
Code: 1090

Theory and
Design of
Loudspeaker
Enclosures-
J. E. Benson.
Covers infinite

HI-FI WORLD



baffle, reflex, passive radiator etc. in great detail
with a highly mathematical approach making it
unsuitable for beginners but highly authoritative
to experienced desigrers.

£23.95 + £4 p&p Code: 1140

Acoustics - Leo L Beranek.
This book ranges

from analogous
electrical circuits,
(important for
modelling) to
microphones,
then
loudspeakers
(sealed,
ported and
horn)
showing

how theory
influences practice in drive units.

In addition it describes the behaviour of sound in
rooms.

£39.95 + £4 p&p

Code: 1120

AUDIO ANTHOLOGIES

Audio Anthologies - When Audio
Was Young
Six volumes to collect, covering one of the most
exciting and important eras of hi-fi. The Audio
Anthologies contain many ground breaking
circuits and theory articles of all aspects of hi-fi
design. A must for true
enthusiasts.

s ORDER FORM

Volume One: May'47 to Dec'49
Contents: 9.5W, 5W and 6.5W 6AS7G amps.,
30W 3008 amp., valve FM tuning indicator, 30W
211 power amp., cathode follower amp. using
6V6, an adaptation of the Williamson amp., valve
phono pre-amp., several horn and reflex
loudspeaker designs.

£14.95 + £2 p&p

Code: 1150

Volume Two: Jan'50 to Jul'55
Contents: Ultra linear 6L6 design and operation
of the Williamson, a direct coupled amp.,
Williamson type amp using 6A5s, 40W 845
push-pull amp., valve phono and line pre-amps.,
valves and loudspeaker damping, design and
construction of reflex and horn loudspeakers.
£14.95 + £2 p&p

Code: 1160

Volume Three: Aug'52 to Jun'55
Contents: Simple valve phono stage,
transformerless amplifier using 6082, 20W
5881 amp., 10W 6V6 amp., stereo valve pre-
amp., high quality valve phono stage, a pre-
amp for the Williamson, low distortion tone
control pre-amp., binaural or stereophonic,
transistor phono amp., corner horn loudspeaker,
concrete horn loudspeaker.

£14.95 + £2 p&p

Code: 1170

Volume Four: Jul'55 to Dec'57
Contents: 18W 5881 amp., 4W single-ended
tweeter amp., budget 11W amp., versatile
bass/treble control, transistor theory, transistor
pre-amp., transistor techniques, battery powered
transistor phono pre-amp. and loudspeakers
explained.

£14.95 + £2 p&p

Code: 1180

Volume Five: Jan'58 to Dec'59
Contents: Stereo valve multiplex decoder, 7W
EL84 amp., valve active crossover and 20W
treble amp/50W bass amp., monaural, binaural,

monophonic and stereophonic explained,
heterodyne FM multiplex adapter, transistor pre-
amp., 60W EL34 amp., high power audio amps,
hi-fi loudspeaker enclosure.

£14.95 + £2 p&p

Code: 1190

Volume Six: Jan'60 to Dec'61
Contents: Transistor pre-amps., feedback
techniques, the coming of FM stereo, FM
multiplex adapters, Tape recorders; distortion,
frequency response and noise, 120W 6550 amp.,
loudspeaker efficiency.

£14.95 + £2 p&p

Code: 1200

SOLID STATE ELECTRONICS

The Art of Electronics
- P. Horowitz & W. Hill.
An ideal book for
beginner through to
engineer. Each
chapter takes you
from the basic first
principles through
to full design and
practical circuits.
£35.00 + £5.50
p&p.
Code: 1210

For overseas orders,
please telephone
(+44) 171 289 3533 or
fax (+44) 171 289 5620
for postage rates.

P&P rates are for UK

000000000000 CCE00C0O0CPCOBOOI0CCOCEOINOGDSITOSDS

Please Send (Code No.)

I
VISA |
==

(enter codes clearly)

| Pay: World Audio Publishing Ltd. £

Exp date Name

Signed

Delivery Address:

or debit my Mastercard/Visa card (Card No):

Tel (Day)

TEL/FAX: 0171-221-0691 OR 24 HOUR ANSWERING MACHINE: 0171-2
Please contact Ls for overseas p&p charges. Allow 28 days for delivery. All orders subject to availability. If further space is required please attach separate sheet.

Please return to: W.AP. Ltd., 64 Castellain Road, Maida Vale, London W9 1EX. ENGLAND
D Tick if you do not want to be added to our mailing list
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orld Radio History

Adding extra speakers to your audio system

Lyvilh mever give you real home theatre and
ould spoil your music.

~Meridian Theatre systems based around our
award winning 565 7.1 and 541 Surround
sound controllers have been designed from
he start to provide the best music and a
real nome theatre experience.

Starting from our 541 analogue controller

ou can build towards a Meridian Digital
‘Theatre system, now recognised as the
finast in the world.

All Meridian products from our CD players

and M Tuner to the new 586 DVD player
‘work as a matched system controlled from
‘one handset using our own software so you
‘can always be sure to keep pace with new
formats as they appear.

/MERIDLAN

Meridian Audio Limited

Stonehill, Stukeley Meadows, Huntingdon, PE18 6ED
Tel (0) 1480 434334 Fax (0) 1480 432948

http:/Awww.meridian-audio.com




CONCERTED EFFORT

Douglas Floyd-Douglass renews his membership of the Jamo fan-club with

the floor standing Concert 1ls.

amo is one of those companies
recognised by different people for
different things. At the budget end of
e range you have the kind of
loudspeakers many aspiring DJs start off
with. Then you have the Concert 8
stand mounters and now the £2000
Concert | | floor standers many
audiophiles aspire to.

The Concert | 1s are an
extension of Jamo's no-
compromise philosophy in a
solid floor stander. At | 10 litres
internal volume (compared to
the Concert 8s' 29 litres) you'd
expect the | I's to sound ‘better’
than the 8s simply by virtue of
their size, certainly in terms of
bass at least.

In all honesty, the Concert
I Is do not sound ‘better’ than
the Concert 8s, despite the
addition of a 6.5in.
polypropylene woofer. They do,
however, sound different, even
more mature, perhaps, and may
appeal to a wider range of
tastes. Where the 8s thrive on
a good source, the | s are not
so choosy. They were happily
driven by an |8watt pure Class
A valve power amp, and
delighted with the 60watt
Dynaco Stereo 70.

The supplementary woofer
in the Concert | Is consists of a
pressure die-cast magnesium frame with
a powerful magnet system to control
the excursions of the long voice coil
and the relatively large mass of a
polypropylene diaphragm. This is a
careful choice of features made to
complement the already excellent
drivers used in the Concert 8. Jamo
deploy the same aluminium-coned
mid/bass driver which crosses over in
the | I's at 2.5kHz just as it does in the

HI-FI WORLD

Concert 8s, but in the |15 it's acting
purely as a midrange unit operating
from 150-2.5kHz. The 8s and | Is rely
on the same exceptionally smooth,
transparent and accurate tweeter,
which has a silver-wired voice coil and
Sonotex diaphragm, which |, for one,

hope to see more of.

Listening to
orchestral music on the Concert | 1s is
a revelation, and to my mind the one
area where the cabinet volume excels:
depth of bass was truly impressive on
Gorecki's third symphony, imparting a
lovely warmth to cellos and double-
bass.

Vocals are handled with aplomb by
that superb midband driver, and Joni
Mitchell poured out her heart to great
effect. Integration for a three-way was

good too, especially between the upper
bass and higher frequencies. | found the
polypropylene woofer could lag behind
the tremendous speed and musical
dexterity of the phase-plugged
aluminium mid/bass cone though.

On to more modern recordings,
and Steve Lipson’s masterful production
of Brian Kennedy's ‘Life, Love And
Happiness’ left me cold in a goose-flesh
way. The professionally-trained vocals
of this hugely underrated Irish musician
are given great digital legs by Lipson’s
trademark ‘big production’. ‘The Oldest
Dream In The World’, a more
evocative track, was equally moving,
and the bass and acoustic guitars gelled
in dynamic harmony.

Had | reviewed the Concert | ls
before the Concert 8s, | would have
rated them as excellent all-round
performers. | would also have been at a
loss having to describe the Concert 8,
which is currently one of the best two-
way designs ever built, in my opinion.
As it is, if you're after a capable floor
stander, you'll be doing yourself a
disservice if you don't audition the
Concert lis ®
Jamo Concert | | £2000
Jamo
5 Faraday House,

Drayton Fields,
Daventry,

Northants. NNI 1 5RD
Tel: 01327 301300

WORLD VERDICT
A worthy bigger brother to the

Concert 8s, with a fast, transparent

and even sound.

Measured Performance
see plo3
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10/12 Chapel Place Tel: 01892 547003
Tunbridge Wells, Kent Sownds Of Muscc Fax: 01892 547004

Jamo P AS S A.V..

A u d Io n We are very pleased to bring you the PASS range of amplification which to Trlchord
B A T many of you who follow the worlds best products will need very little
L} L} L}

introduction indeed. For several years now these single ended solid state Copland

designs have been carving a name in the very top end that has set them well

Ex pos u re apart from the competition. There have been many claims over the years of Mag n u m

superior performance from various hi-fi manufacturers some of which have

M carved names for themselves and some have fallen by the wayside. PASS is a L I
a ra ntZ little different however. Designed by one of America’s most respected u m ey
designers around today, these superb products are just a little bit special to say .
D A C the least. A good test of a product very often comes from an initial reaction WOOdS|de
* " * when first hearing something that makes you turn your head and ask, what is
A d H N t that? If PASS does that for you, then you too must be a music lover first and T
u Io o e an equipment lover second. If you want to just enjoy the music in the most eac
natural way possible and at last, forget the system, yes here it comes - don’t .
X _T. C . PASS by. Call us for information and a demonstration now. For speakers to Wad |a
match, we have an excellent choice to complement PASS or indeed any of our
1 other top amplifiers. The new CADENCE are a perfect match for the PASS
M Icro Mega ALEPH 3 and the new LUMLEY L/M2 Mk 3 are incredible on the PASS Cadence
. monoblocks. Also now in stock the new GRAHAM Mk?2 tonearm - an
M IChel I absolutely unbelievable improvement. The MAGNUM DYNALAB MD108 C A.T_

valve hybrid tuner - you must hear it, and the latest DAC CD player and D to

Spendor A converter - just amazing. Townsend

Dunlavy * F.M. Acoustics * Restek * Talk * Roksgn
* Klipsh * Totem * Musical Technology * A.T.C.
Krel I * Von Schweikert * Sonus Faber * Pro-Ac * Neat Graham
H = * B&W * Harbeth * Acoustic Energy * Promenade * H .
Tra nSfl g u ratl on Chario * Tannoy * Alon * R.E.L. * Magnaplanar * AUdIO SyntheSIS
Genesis * Quad * Ruark * S.M.E. * Magnum Dynalab

Not‘hngh am An /Lg * Mordaunt Short * Martin Logan * Thorens * KEF Audio Research

- * Myryad * Roland * Orelle Etc. Etc. d
and many more http://www sounds-of-music.co.uk and many more
Free Delivery
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1 months trial
exchange system
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Getting a better, more involving sound often K°"';"°°d . g‘,ﬂmc demirooms
means spending a lot of hard earned money. :;:ramz Superb showrooms AupioLas
It’s such a waste, because every system can Martin-Logan |+ Main road location
benefit from our cables and accessories, at a m" . mﬂm °: gik;;:rby >
fraction of the cost of some new “black box”. Mission | « Over 30yrs experience.
Here are some of the ways we can help. x"m""b « Service Dept. ‘
We have Linear Crystal Oxygen P:kanng oty 1. E::l“g'yr: installation | The very best
lfree Co.pper.lnlerconnecls (£12.48) up o mﬁrangle : Open "‘8:3(;‘_%‘:’30 6 days | in Hi-Fi and
High Purity Silver cables (£89.09) and high Quad L Home Cinema...
definition loudspeaker cables in Silver Plated REL 1
Copper or Pure Silver. Our mains cables add Rogers Up to 3 yrs.
weight, power and scale, and with non-inductive RF filtering (£10.00) and over- g;’: Interest Free
voltage protection (£3.00) enhance performance still further. Gold plated AV cables, Sonus-Faber Credit
both RF (£17.95) and OFC Scart (£19.21), help bring picture quality in line with g;’;’;dn“’;ek deposit only 20% of MARTIN=
NICAM sound resolution. Tennoy ngm { LoGan §
Valves, capacitors and transistors are all microphonic. They cannot perform 0L £3000+ for 36 months |
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weight in gold - revealing low level resolution and dynamics hitherto hidden beneath & lots more... PS. if you're making & special trip.
electronic noise. We also have a cure for your noisy fridge or central heating motor 3 best o book, wesidays.
(£3.50), enabling you to throw away your big mains noise suppressor, which has
been giving you that “sat upon sound” for years. There’s lots we can do to bring you
closer to the emotion and energy of the performance. So confident are we, that we
offer a 14 day money back guarantee. KRELL
Ring or write for details:- X
CAMPAIGN AUDIO DESIGN MONITOR-
Llandudno Road (HW) : » AuDIO b
aste Cardilf CE38PC T VISA 24 Gillygate, York
Tel:- 01222 779401
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how ports worked -

that's the sort you find
in loudspeakers, not the
sort ships usc. But I've
noticed during experiments
that some aspects of
measured behaviour don't
fit the theory of operation.

The mass of the air in a
port resonates against the
compliance (springiness) of
the air in the cabinet to
form a resonant system that
acts as a low-frequency
radiator. That's how the
normal explanation goes. If
this was the case, then as
port size increased, air mass
would increase and
resonant frequency
decrease. Trouble is, it docs
the exact opposite.

We have a resonant
system, that's for sure, and
as port size increases |
cannot sec how mass can
decrease in this system. So,
for resonant frequency to
rise, compliance must
surely be decreasing. That's
an altogether different
scenario and one for which
a precedent exists: the horn
loudspeaker.

The port does not trap a
mass of air, it exposes the
air in the cabinet to the air
in the room and the two
interact against e¢ach other.
Imagine prodding a piece
of foam rubber with your
finger. It will sink in. Now
push the same piece of
foam with the flat of your
hand; it does not go in so
casily. In other words, the
foam appears stiffer. This is
how the mass of air in the
cabinet reacts to the air in
the room, the room
appearing 'stiffer’ as port
area increases.

This is a very complex
interaction too, I suspect,
because strange things
happen at either end of the
limits. In other words, if the
relationship of port size to
frequency was linear then
as port size decreased to
zero, so frequency would
decrease to either a
minimum or zero. In
practice, port behaviour
simply fades away. Since
output level from the port
also decreases with
decreasing port size this
effect obviously
predominates, so the
decrease in frequency is
non-linear and has a
frequency limit, meaning

I thought I understood
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you can't tune a port as low
as you might like.

Conversely, as port size
increases, a point comes
when it isn't a port anymore
so much as an ovcersize hole
in the cabinet. So at what
point does a hole in the
cabinet ccase to act as a
port?

Obviously, iltering port
size only works between
quite strict limits. Some
bright spark found that
placing a tube behind the
port, called a duct, scemed
to get around the problem.
Happily, in this case
lengthening the duct does
decrease resonant
frequency. All of a sudden
port size could be increased
and, providing the duct was
progressively lengthened,
it's frequency of operation
could still be tailored to suit
any particular design aim.
And this is where we are
today, with a few
exceptions. But symmetrical
tubular ducts also act as
organ pipes which
introduce further
difficulties, if the port is
made too long.

Where a port is ducted,
we do appear to have a
system that behaves as the
common port model would
suggest. As port length
decreases to zero, port
frequency simply rises to
the limit sct by port area.
The duct, however, is
another system that
modifies basic port
behaviour. It has its own
pattern of behaviour that is
quite the reverse of what
the port does; the two are
very distinct.

1 suppose it's
reasonable to associate the

Mysteries
from Noel

Keywood

two and people have
consequently extrapolated
back to reach the
conclusion that a port
without a duct is nothing
other than a ducted port of
short length that would still
behave like a port. This isn't
the case, something that has
had me puzzled for some
time.

Pondering the fact that a
port is fundamentally an
acoustic gateway between
loudspeaker and room, |
realised that to better match
a port to the room load
would require an air-
matching transformer - a
horn.

Now things started to
move. | had a loudspeaker
with a hole in it and a fast
real-time spectrum analyser
hooked up, looking at the
modulus of impedance. 1
necded a horn - quick!
Anything would do,
because if this theory had
any validity it would
immediately show in the
impedance curve. I found a
large plastic funnel uscd to
coax salt into a dishwasher.
Held in place with Blu-tack
1 got the result I hoped for.

Both humps of the
impedance curve dropped
significantly, demonstrating
the funnel was exhibiting
horn-like properties,
imposing some resistive
loading on the air load
behind the driver, flattening
its impedance curve.
Acoustic output from the
funnel was broader band
than that of a portor a
duct, again demonstrating a
better damped system.
Eureka!

There's a great delight in
reaching an understanding
of something based on its
behaviour, because as often
as not better ways of
exploiting it quickly
become obvious. In this
case it appears that the
ducted port used by a
majority of manufacturers
isn't ideal. A better
loudspeaker port is
available from your local
hardware shop: it's called a
funnel. What size funnel to
use? There's the rub. At
present I don't know. I
hope to be taking a closer
look at this idea in future
issues. Happy
experimenting!

EDITORIAL ASSISTANT REQUIRED

Hi-Fi World's editorial department is expanding and needs
an Editorial Assistant. Applicants should be familiar with a
wide range of hi-fi components as well as having some
electronics knowledge. Good administrative ability and a
working knowledge of the English language with a fluid,

preferably entertaining writing style are also required.
Location: central London.

Please fax your CV to The Editor at 0171 289 5620, e-
mail it to edit@hi-fiworld.co.uk or post it to 64
Castellain Road, Maida Vale, London W9 |EX, by

December Ist.
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- "A VOYD REFERENCE TURNTABLE FOR THE MILLENIUM"
THE "ULTIMATE” FROM THE DIGITAL ANALOGUE COMAPANY

“The D.A.C. Was so musical so engaging and so “This is probably the richest and fastest-handling
captivating that you couldn’t walk away and leave it“ CD player we've heard,at any price.
Audio Quarterly sept ‘97 What Hi-Fi april’97

FIVE #*#*** STARS

“The player makes you hungrier the more it satisfies“
What Hi-FI ‘97

NEWS FLASH
NEW RANGE AND SILVER OUTPUT TRANSFOMERS

ALEMA LTD 103 SOUTH STREET LANCING 01903 750755 / 750755
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rome FUTURE

In last month's issue we previewed dCS's 96kHz, 24-bit compatible Elgar

DAC. Now we take a more in-depth look at what could well be the next

as metallic as it looked and fell well
short in the subtlety and rhythm
stakes, it isn't just your imagination. As
many listeners of the analogue
persuasion have long suspected, CD
with its 44.1kHz sampling frequency and
esolution doesn't really cut the
€| ounds

| f you've always thought CD sounded

HI-FI WORLD

generation of CD.

everyone else for their studio DACs
and thought he could come up with
something better.

Conventional topologies, whether
they're Bitstream or Multi-bit, have
their advantages as well
as disadvantages. So -
Mike produced

,saneghing called the

RK: That's why a lot of them don't
portray fine detail like room ambience
and the decay of notes particularly well.
The thing that analogue does very well
is fine detail because analogue is very

Nagra's D open-reel recorder uses 0.25in. tape with recordings

laid down via a VHS video-type head. For longevity's sake, there

are few plastic parts or glue joints in the transport and casework.
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AUDIO ANALOGUE PUCCINI S.E.

"outstrips the competition at up to £1000"
-Hi F1 World, Sept. 97

That may sound like an outrageous claim for an amplifier that costs just £595. But Hi Fi
World were spot on in their judgement. The Audio Analogue Puccini S.E. is indeed a very
special amplifier.

Special in the way it's designed and built, with full dual mono-construction, top quality
internal components (including built-in MM/MC phono stage) and an absolutely superb
finish. As Jon Marks correctly noted: "The Puccini S.E. is very different to just about
every sub-£1000 integrated I've come across before".

Special too in the way it sounds. "An addictive mix of fine tonal colour, delicacy, power
and involvement" (Hi Fi World's words again). Of course, that's the way a good amplifier
should sound, but in reality transistor amps very rarely do. A hard, bright, uninvolving
sound is what you usually get at this price level. The Puccini S.E. however is "completely
free from transistor grain" with "a depth to its sound stage which leaves other integrateds
sounding flat". And to emphasise the gulf that separates the Puccini S.E. from the rest Jon
Marks pointed to perhaps its most attractive quality: "What it does have which none of the
competition do is a lucidity, a see-through transparency combined with control which
makes its peers sound quite boxy and forced".

Praise indeed. But fully merited, even if we do say so ourselves. And if that sounds

like your kind of amplifier, you won't be disappointed. For more details and the name of
your nearest stockist, please contact:

UKD

23 RICHINGS WAY
IVER, SL0 9DA, BUCKS. ENGLAND
t%lg d TEL: 01753-652669 FAX: 01753-654531
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DPA’s new SX5 12 Digital to Analogue Convertor relies on Rob Watts' Pulse Array

Modulation processing to give 24-bit resolution.

linear at low levels.

When we talk about the dynamic
ranges of digital equipment it's a little
bit confusing as you typically measure it
between the biggest signal you can put
out and the noise floor. But you can
actually hear below the noise floor
(your ear tends to tune hiss out), so if
the linearity of your system extends
below that point there's more sound
quality to be had. It's almost always the
linearity of the system rather than the
noise floor which limits its
performance.

Our US agent has a very interesting
tape of Latin American percussion
which he copied off some analogue
master tapes onto the Nagra D open-
reel. Percussion is very hard to do since
it's so complex. He first recorded
through a well-known US-made 20-bit
44.1kHz Analogue to Digital Convertor
and then wound the tape back,
equalised all the levels, and recorded it
at 24-bits, 44.|kHz through one of our
ADCs. He played back the two and the
20-bit version made the percussion

~ sound rather mushy while, on the dCS
4-bit one, you can more easily identify

HI-FI WORLD

A power amp (more of which in a
forthcoming issue) hooked up to our
Jamo Concert 8 stand mounters via van
den Hul Revelation Hybrid loudspeaker
cable.

Rob Watts at DPA is also working
on 96kHz, 24-bit compatible DACs
with the new $X128, $X256 and SX512,
which we hope to review soon. Rob has
come up with a data processing
technique called Pulse Array
Modulation:

ROB WATTS: Pulse Array
Modulation combines all the advantages
of Bitstream and Multi-bit while
avoiding their disadvantages. In our
reference SX512 DAC for instance,
there are 512 pulse array elements,

each of which handles the same data
stream taken from the CD. These
output pulses from the elements are
then added together, giving the SX512
256 times the resolution of Bitstream.
This means the DAC can accurately
reproduce a 24-bit signal at 20kHz.
Another benefit is that, because of the
way the pulse array elements are
processed, sensitivity to jitter is greatly
reduced.

We've also put the filtering which
eliminates the DAC's spurious signals
above 22.05kHz onto the DAC chip
itself. Normally this would be carried
out by a separate op amp, but doing it
that way gives the op amp a hard time
and you end up with a coarse, grainy
sound. On-chip filtering solves this
problem and means there's only one
amplifier in the analogue signal path too,
which contributes to better
transparency and clarity. The end result
of all these improvements is smooth
and full-bodied sound with great sound
staging.

It will still be a while before the 96kHz,
24-bit modules for the DPA convertors
are ready, but with what dCS and DPA
have done, and what other companies
are starting to do, the hardware for a
new, truly high-quality digital format is
falling into place. Now it's basically up
to the music companies to begin putting
songs on a future, high-capacity Internet
so audiophiles everywhere can start
downloading onto their hard drives ®

»x
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The DAC board fr&‘ dCS's Elgar convertor. The two farge chips are Read Only
Memories which camtrol how the DAC works. The group of surface-mount chips

are current sources; everything to their right is the analogue output stage.

World Radio History
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SUGDEN

HAND CRAFTED = FAIT A LA MAIN

PURE CLASS A FROM £599

INDIVIDUALLY HAND CRAFTED
REFERENCE SOUND QUALITY
SENSIBLE RETAIL PRICES

PURE CLASS A OPERATION
THE ORIGINAL AND BEST

DESIGNERS AND MANUFACTURERS OF REAL AUDIO EQUIPMENT

J.E. SUGDEN & CO.LTD
Valley Works,

Station Lane, Heckmondwike,
West Yorkshire WF16 ONF
Tel: Heckmondwike 01924 404088/9
Fax No: 01924 410069



smoke-filled Soho

niteclub [sic]. On stage
is Mike Flowers (he of
“Wonderwall’ cover fame),

It is summer 1995 in a

wearing the nylon shirt and

wig that are his stock in
trade. Sitting below him is
the audience, most of
whom look so slimy that
you'd need to put salt
down to keep them away
from your vegetable patch.
The occasion is ‘Easy
Night’, a celebration of ‘the
Easy Listening revival’.

Suddenly a camera
crew appears in search of a
vox populi. Curiously
enough, the revellers are
particularly unreceptive to
the advances of the
interviewer. “Go away,”
they say, “no cameras!”
Then the reporter
approaches our table and a
guy next to me says,
“Sorry, we're journalists
too!” The girl with the
microphone lets out a sigh,
complaining that everyone
in the audience is a hack
from Wapping in search of
a story and that, with no
‘real’ people present, ‘the
Easy Listening revival’
must be a figment of the
media’s fruitful
imagination.

This rather surreal
event has stuck in my
mind. I used to think the
media had a sinister
agenda to misrepresent or
distort the truth, to
preserve vested interests.
But now I'm beginning to
see things as they really
are. It isn’t about cynical,
tendentious misreporting,
or ‘agents of capitalism’ or
propaganda. Most
journalism is about lazy
news-gathering, making it
up as you go along,
following a buzz, a tip-off,
or failing that, everyone
else.

The problem is that
slack hackery is such an
easy habit to slip into. Too
many journos find it most
convenient to take what’s
given to them on a plate,
or simply plagiarise their
colleagues on rival papers
or television channels.
That’s why ‘news’ is often
so homogenous and
London-centred — no one
has the time or can be
bothered to make the
effort to go out and find it
in the real world.
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Hi-fi writing, I’m sorry
to say, can suffer from the
same malaise. Not so much
these days, but certainly
from the late Seventies to
the end of the Eighties
there was only one way to
think, a single proselytising
theory that said which hi-fi

to new ideas and products
is nothing more than the
‘me too’ mentality. Linn’s
director Ivor Tiefenbrun
put this fact to good use.
When his company was
young he got an idea and
ran with it against the
grain, insisting that the

“I think the reason much of the
British press hasn’t been receptive
to new ideas and products is

nothing more than the ‘me too’
mentality.”

was good and which was
bad. Magazine readers
were encouraged to think
about certain component
manufacturers,
technologies - and even
countries — positively,
while everything else was
either ignored or given a
hard time.

Conspiracy theorists
will scream “Payola!”,
insisting that journalists
take bribes to write nice
things about their
paymasters’ products. Well
I can honestly say I've
never come across this.
True, many companies are
particularly adept at media
relations - friendly, co-
operative and affable, that
sort of thing - but no one |
know has ever gone further
than that.

Instead, I think the
reason much of the British
press hasn’t been receptive

source was the single most
important part of a hi-fi
system. He was quite right
too, but his trick was to
weave a web of mystery
and intrigue around his
product, the LP12
turntable, that would keep
the journalists coming back
for more.

He succeeded, and by
the late Seventies
practically every jobbing
British hi-fi hack had a
Linn, which they enthused
about ad nauseam. Of
course, the LP12 was one
of the best turntables at
that time, but it wasn’t the
only top deck around. The
Dunlop Systemdek, JBE,
Logic, Michell GyroDec
and Pink Triangle were
ignored to a greater or
lesser extent, even though
several were at least as
good.

Then there was

Japanese hi-fi, which was
treated appallingly - many
British hi-fi mags of the
time were still afflicted by
the stupid ‘Jap crap’
attitude. Ever heard of
Trio's flagship L-07D
turntable or Marantz’s
Esotec? Probably not,
although they surpassed
the top Sondek/Ittok
combination of the day.
They were virtually
ignored by the UK press.
Indeed, if a turntable
wasn'’t a) British, b) belt
drive and c) impossibly
difficult to set up,
reviewers would say it,
"just couldn’t play music”.
A shame, because such
a parochial outlook didn’t
do our industry any good.
It just meant we got
caught in a timewarp
throughout the Eighties
from which we’re only just
beginning to escape. Now
in the late Nineties, it’s
suddenly OK to like valves,
horn ’speakers, direct-drive
turntables and even
products from foreign
countries! Freedom!
Thankfully the UK hi-fi
press, still populated by
many of the great Seventies
scribes we know and love,
has opened its eyes to
choice and diversity — a bit.
I get the sense that it’s
easier to go against the
grain nowadays - there’s
less of an imperative to
follow the flock. Let’s have
more of this from
everyone. You never know,
this spirit may even reach
Fleet Street one day, and
there’ll never be an Easy
Listening revival again.
Trouble is, they’ll probably
exhume Bros instead. . .
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[Nakamichi, Onix, Onkyo, Quad, REL, Rogers, Rotel
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Dual, Evolution, JPW, KEF, Marantz, Micromega,
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GRAHAMS HI-FI

Hi-Fi-Home Cinema
Multi-Room Installations

~ 0171 226 5500 . !

Arcam ¢ Audiolab » Audioquest * Bang & Olufsen s Chord ® Cyrus
l- Denon » KEF « Marantz » Meridian ¢ Mission » MF @ NAD » Quad
 REL * Rotel » Spendor ¢ Tannoy ® TDL » Yamaha « Sony.

Award Winning Hi-Fi from stock - Sales or Service - WE CAN HELP

"'." EXPERIENCE

Tel: (0171) 580 3535

Fax: (0171) 436 4733
Britain's Top Specialist Hi-Fi Stores

227 Tottenham Court Road,
London, W1P OHX.

Grahams Hi-Fi, Canonbury Yard
190a New North Road, London N1 785
Tel:0171 226 5500 Fax:0171 359 7620 1
E-mail: wortd@grahams.co.uk !
Web site: http://www.grahams.co.uk
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A SERVING LONDON l

FROM BATTERSEA

ORANGES |
& LEMONS

Juicy fruit from London’s newest, freshest hi-fithome cinema |
retailer. Telephone demonstrations or just pop in. All the usual, i.e.
friendly and efficient service, free home installation + credit cards. |

THE INNOVATIVE AUDIONVISUAL HI-FI RETAILER. ARCAM.
CABLETALK, CHORD CO, DENON, EPOS, MARANTZ, NAD, |
NAIM, REGA, ROKSAN, ROTEL, ROYD., RUARK. SOUNDSTYLE
STANDS UNIQUE, YAMAHA.
NOW IN OUR THIRD
TANGY YEAR.
0171- 924 2040 |
61/63 WEBBS ROAD, SWI1

Front End Problem?

LINN . NAIM . QUAD . AUDIO LAB

|
The friendly shop with the best sound system in the South,
| Talk Electronics - Friendly Advice - 3 Year Guarantees

Agencies include: Arcam, Exposure, Kinshaw, Naim, Audio,
Marantz, Ruark, Audio Technica, Target, Tripod, JPW,

!SPALDINGSI

——— THE SOUTH EAST'S LEADING HI-Fl COMPANY

3 DEM ROOMS A.V. |
HOME DEMS., 0% CREDIT
FREE INSTALLATION |

DENON . MARANTZ . RUARK
MON TO SAT 9.00 to 6.00, TUE 9.00 to 8.00
SEVICE DEPT

325-354 Lower Addiscombe Road, Croydon, Surrey CRO 7AF|
[ Telepl'nne 0181654 1281/‘2040 Facsimile: 0181 655 3922 J

 SOUTH con’t

Stockiats of: ARCAM * CREEX « EPOS
HEYBROOK ¢ MICROMEGA » NAIM AUDIO
NEAT  REGA * ROKSAN » ROTEL * ROYD
TEAC » YAMAHA
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% Three demonstration rooms
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WHERE THE MUSIC MATTERS

CHESTER
86-90 Boughton,
Chester CH3 5AQ
(01244) 345576
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CLOSED MONDAY

PRESTON
131 Friargate
Preston, PR1 2EE
(01772) 253057

WORTHING AUDIO

20 Treville Gate, W,Sussex BNI1 1UA
(0903) 212133

Easy Parking - Open Mon-Sat. [0am-6pm.
Late Night Wed 7.30pm,

TDL, Orelle, and many more...........

contact

The Cartridge Man ,‘\ Best place in
It doesn’t have to cost an arm and a town for Hi Fi and
leg to get the best - listen to my UNILET Home Cinema
Koestsu - and Decca -eater. Sound & Vision
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plus cartridge re-tipping service Dl@lmmclss&rﬂlln o Is%:? N
SURREY, 4BY
0181 - 688 6565 Tel: 0181 942 9567 Fax: 0181 336 0820

"'.', EXPERIENCE

* Audiolab  Audioquest » Bang & Olufsen » Chord * Cyrus
I- Denon « KEF ¢ Marantz » Mendnan * Mission ® MF « NAD ¢ Quadl
 REL « Rotel * Spendor ¢ Tannoy * TDL « Yamaha ¢ Sony.

Award Winning Hi-Fi from stock - Sales or Service - WE CAN HELP

Tel: (01325) 481418
Fax: (01325) 382982

Britain's Top Specialist Hi-Fi Stores

17 Coniscliffe Road,
Darlington DL3 7EE.

Sendorcall for your FREE Magazine and Catak BADA Bonded]|
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[ SERIOUSKIT |

@ @ E| _
he finest range of Hi-Fi in the north. Stockist
’ ! of Audionote, Sugden, Impulse. Pro-Ac,
j Harbeth, Stemfoort, Target, Neat, Trichord,
Systemdek, Lyra, Proceed, SME, Michell,

—
N Heart, Keswick etc etc
50 BRIDGE STREET, MANCHESTER M3 3BN. TELEPHONE: 0161-832 0888/0161-835 1366 Open 10-6pm Mon-Fri

‘10-5pm Sat
Hn Onses of Sound 15 2m Son
Phone: 0161 793 6742

EXCLUSIVE HI-FI AND AUDI VISUAL SYSTEMS Fax: 0161 727 7042

GLASGOW EDINBURGH NEWCASTLE LEEDS 273 Bury New Rd
0141 248 2857 01312200909 01912303600 0113 242 7777 yihitefield

Gtr Manchester

« 3 Hi-Fi Studios B4
/ « Homw Trials @
. e Home CinemuTheaire E

sAudio Visual Equipment

) Y L™ N N sinhouse Service Depatment
/ *Mail order available

elnterest Free Credit (On Selected ftems.
Audio Equipment from lcadmg ard spcuallst APRIPE-written detily on request)

brands o lis and choose from. . .
rands foryou to liser fo 2n€ €10 Hi-Fi for those with
Tel: 01922 493499/473499  an eye for Quality

ARCAM AUDIO LAB CHOQO NAIM KESWICK&UDIORE‘EARCN ALSD -APORLO A' AUDIO ALCHEMY  AUDIO OwesT uw BOSC  WEVER CABLE TALK  CHORD COMPAMY CYRU
CELESTION EPOS URR KEF REFERENCE KENW! WARANTZ ~ MICHELL WCHADAUNT 54OAT MERIDIAN MCRCMEGA WM3S.0M MOTH  MUBICAL FIELITY NAKAMCHI  ORIOFON PAGIECT
Giinb WOKSAN | NOGERS RQJLL SENNHEISER SONY SO0 SYETEMDEK  TARGET o J4BE TECHMILOGT NAN L VAMAKA
e e ——

TS FRANK HARVEY

MATTERS Hi- Fi EXCELLENCE

X (T
r ’”[ 163 Spom Street. Coventry. CV13BB Tel : 0203‘2‘2%[__ A v
Mon %0 Sat 9.33 41 5.30. Closed Thwrsday A
/ WS IHUCH DIORE Audiolab - Audio Aichemy - Arcam - Alphason - Bose - bang

& Oxdsen - Celostion - Cyrus - Denon - - Foui
THAN HI-FL e Sooa ey "o et 1o
we ane a Mipod - Tannoy » Thorens - S Dan A - Yamaha
SADA DEALER MARILORDEA - ¢XPORY - NOM( TinLs

LATEST ARRIVALS__
CHORD SPA3200 & SPMI200B PRE-POWER, MERIDIAN

DSP600O  SPEARER  SYSTEM, S65AC-3  SURROUND m
PROCESSOR, 557 POWER AMP, 518 DIGITAL PROCESSOR
AND 566 2087 DKC, CREATIVE AUDIO

ALCHEMIST HAXIH, NEMESIS AND FORSETI AMPLIFIERS, 9 DOGPOLE, SHREWSBURY, : Eea
DYNAUDIO RANGE OF SPEAKERS, EPOS ES22, SPENDOR SHIRTOMIRE audio e)(cellence e
AND PRO-AC SPEAKERS, ROYD SQUIRE & DOUBLET Tel: (01743) 241924 ¢ cuas
SPEAKERS, QUAD 77 RANGE.... Closed Mondays WHERE THE MUSIC MATTERS

hi-fi dealers

156 Sidwell Street, Exeter, EX4 6RT
{01392) 491194

TUESDAY - SATURDAY 9.00 - 5.30

QUAD, REVOLVER, ROKSAN, ROTEL,

PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW OPENING TIMLS YAMAHA, EPOS, NAIM, KEF, NAD
TUESDAY TO SATURADY 10sm TILL 5.30pm,

@ Comfortable listening rooms Bristol Cardiff
@ Home demonstrations available 65 Park Street 134/6 Crwys Rood
GLEARANGCE & SECOND @ Part exchange welcome Bristol BST 5PB Cordiff CF2 4NR
HAND SALE @ Free home installation (01179) 264975 (01222) 228565 “
E = @ Interest free credit Gloucester Sw:‘nsea
UR VERY SUCCESSFUL SALE NOW ) I 58 Bristol Road 9 High Street m
MEANS WE HAVE A NEW LIST. ). ggiﬁ;ﬁi’:«":‘ggg‘izs Gloucester GLI 55D Swansea SAT 1LE
PLEASE SEND A N S.A.E. / ,
UPEDATEOE 'i»'is ':uzsvc BEAEgZS g CELESTION, CYRUS, DENON, DUAL, (014571 300048 Exotel (01792) 474608 b
AVAILABLE. MERIDIAN, MISSION, MONITOR AUDIO, .

LATE NIGHT THURSDAY TILL 7pm. ﬁ CLOSED MONDAY N
Branches at:
- . THE LEAMINGTON HI-FI ANY e Tampos A u
lBlrmmgham : 363 Hagley Road, THE LEADING HI Fi SPEC?A?[LS?I? ; ct,::: mvmiﬂml.:,mi‘&ssé
Edgbaston, Tel: 0121 429 2811 ARCAM AUDIOLAB QUAD MESIL{AN MARANTZ DENON PIONEER
mSolihul :93.95 Hobs MostRoad, | | o oo v o Q
Tel: 0121 742 0254 S K0 FNVE FULL DIMONSTRATION OF PROJBCTION TV WiTh
mStourbridge : 156/157 Lower “m";icﬁ’:gx::u:ﬂ,‘émmﬁ?’m
High Street, Tel 01384 444184 “ﬁ&%ﬁ“ﬁ%&ﬁ%
= . N = LEAMINGTON H! Fl COMPANY
Demonstrations By Appointment Phooe: 01326 f L R e oo @ et oxg w
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= specialist hi-fi dealers

Hearing is Believing

. BEW

30 ywars of Fxcellence Classé
55 Main Street, | Marantz
Blackrock, . Epos.
Dublin, ~ Naim Audio
Tel: (01) 2889449/2088477 ~~  Somy
Open: Tues - Sat 10 am 10 6 pew. - REL

Thor - Fri 10am to 6 pm

VALVES & TUBES

High Quality Audio Valves

_/CHELMER VALVE COMPANY
ﬁVc, Y

Buy CVC PREMIUM Hi-Fi valves direct from us.
All volves processed for improved performance.
We also have Stock of MAJOR BRAND types
induding :MULLARD, GEC, BRIMAR, RCA, GE, etc
130, New London Rood, Chelmsford, Essex, (M2 ORG
Tel: 01245 265865 Fax: 01245 490064

SERVICES & CONSULTANTS

For a great sounding Hi-Fi room

moom ﬂcouslics Cs"uices

provide a computerised postal
Hi-Fi room acoustics consultancy
Full details from:-
ROOM ACOUSTICS SERVICES

3. Queen Elizabeth Way, BARTON-upon-HUMBER,
South  Humberside, DNIE 6AJ.  Tel 1652) 635523

STUDER REVOX

SALES, SERVICE, SPARES
SERVICE & REPAIR OF
A77, B77, A700, PR99 &

36 SERIES
HI-FI SPARES TO ORDER
SERVICED MACHINES IN
STOCK
APPROVED CONVERSIONS
E.M.A.S.

TEL:01246-275479
FAX:01246 550421

REVOX SERVICE

Fully Guaranteed Service and Repair

Insured Carriage arranged

Free Estimation

Also:  Tape Supplies
Second User Reconditioned Machines
Spare Parts orders welcome
Free Advice

Ram Tek
Tel: (0181) 207 6159
Fax: (0181) 953 1118
Kinetic Centre, Theobald Street,
Borehamwood, Herts. WD6 4SE

Catv\ @ Service & Repairs
—/ @ Valve & fransistor amplifiers

® Vintoge vabve Rodlios

ATV SERVICES
LEATHERHEAD
01372 456921 ©® Vobes Tesred

® Hi-Fi VCR's

LORICRAFT AUDIO

Required Garrard 301/401, Thorens TD124,
Goldring GL75 any condition or any parts
from new to completely used

Tel/Fax/Answer phone -
01488 72367

GT AUDIO

GUARANTEED TOP QUALITY REPAIRS AND
SERVICING ON ALL TYPES OF VALVE AUDIO
EQUIPMENT. SYMPATHETIC UPGRADING
CARRIED OUT USING THE FINEST
COMPONENTS AVAILABLE.

Also agents For:-CROFT, G.A.T.E., GRAAF, LEAK
TROUGHLINE TUNERS, MONRIO,
NOTTINGHAM ANALOGUE, POSSELT, UKD
OPERA, UNISON RESEARCH, YAMAMURA
CHURCHILL ACCESSORIES

TEL: 01895 833099

RESTORATION OF
CLASSIC EQUIPMENT

Electronics engineer (Degree/MAES) with
over 40 years experience and specialist
knowledge of Quad, Radford, Leak, Rogers
and Amstrong, etc. Extensive facilities enable
original standards with detailed reports of
work carried out. Apparatus is demonstrated
prior to clients departure. Available 7 days a
week. Valve testing a speciality.

Circuit Data of Classic Equipment on offer...
PLEASE ENQUIRE
Electronics Engineer and Consultant
Tel: 0181 504 5467 Woodford, Essex

REPAIR & DI1Y

| TECHNICAL & GENERAL

THE ORIGINAL TURNTABLE SPECIALIST

for the Great Classical Tumtable, Arms, Cartridges, Styli
CONNOISSEUR « GARRARD ¢ GOLDRING °
LENCO « ORTOFON ¢ SHURE * S.M.E *
THORENS » WATTS

All available Genuine spares and our own
re-manufacture of obsolete parts

NO ILLUSORY ‘IMPROVEMENT' NO
DUBIOUS OR HARMFUL ‘MODIFICATIONS®

Cartridges and styli, correct radius diamonds, for early
recordings - 78s & Lps
TECHNICAL & GENERAL

P.0.Box 53 Crowborough, East Sussex TN6 2BY
Tel: 01892 65 45 34
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REPAIR & DIY

At

Bored by the sound of your
current Hi-Fi system?

The Russ Andrews Solution

Don't change it - upgrode it 1
By improving the quality of crucial components and
wiring in your equipment you can achieve results that
will ostound you...and for a fraction of the cost of
buying a new model
Our Catalog ins the definiti
the World's best Hi-Fi components.
Our Upgrade Kifs provide instructions on how to
carry out a vast range of upgrodes.
Our Unique after-sales technical support ensures
you have access fo our expertise should you have any

queries.

selection of

Give it a new lease of Iife |

To receive our latest information and upgroding odvice
- just mail, phone or fax the following address:
Russ Andrews Lid., Edge Bank House, Kendal, Westmorland
LAB 9AS, ENGLAND. Tel: 01539 823247 Fax: 01539 823317

Records at Cost

NOW YOU CAN BUY YOUR CDs
AT DEALER'S COST PRICE

As a member of the WSL Records at Cost
Service you can buy any brand new CD at
trade price + postage and a small handling

charge from only 50p. Write, phone, fax or
e-mall us now and we'll send you full details of
the Records at Cost Service and how to join.

WSL P.0. BOX 32 ST. LEONARDS EAST SUSSEX TN380UZ
TEL:(01424) 718254 (24 Hours) EAX: (01424) 718262

E-MAIL: WILSONSTEREOUBRARYﬂPUSERVE.GOM |

MASSIVE CD WAREHOUSE

CLEARANCE SALE!

TO ADVERTISE IN
SPECIALIST HI-FI DEALER
SECTION PLEASE PHONE:

CAROLINE KNOTT
01245 443555

/" To Advertise in Hi-Fi World'S™,
( “Specialist Hi-Ft Deeler” Section
\  Please Telephone Me...
'uinu i1 on {01245) 443565

HI-FI WORLD



Roug

At £240, are Audio Gem's
Opal loudspeakers diamonds

with a few rough edges,

wonders Ketan Bharadia.

ut throat aren't words you hear
used often these days - there
aren't many swashbuckling films

about piracy on the high seas at the
moment. They make an apt description
for the modern budget loudspeaker
world though - just take a look at the
bewildering array of inexpensive boxes
on offer. So if a 'speaker like Audio
Gem's Opal stand mounter is to
succeed under these circumstances, it
needs to be something rather special.
Taking the Opals out of their box |
took an immediate shine to their smart
Mahogany finish (available at a £20
premium over the standard Black).
Bolted to the front of the attractive
ported cabinet (340mm by 220mm by
197mm) are a 100mm treated-paper
mid/bass unit and a 25mm fabric-dome
tweeter. Finding the optimum position
to site the Audio Gems in was fairly
easy - in our listening room it was
about 50cms from the rear wall and
well away from side walls. A slight toe-
in helped to give the sound extra
solidity and focus. Stand-wise the Opals
preferred high-mass Atacama SE24
stands to the open-frame variety.
Bi-wired with DNM's Reson
loudspeaker cable, the Opals squared
up to Tracy Chapman's third album
Matters Of The Heart. The Audio
Gems showed themselves clear and
direct in contrast to many 'speakers
which soften dynamics and gloss over
detail. Evidence of this was supplied by
sharply-focused and articulate vocals
and percussion with abundant bite and

HI-FI WORLD

attack.
Rhythmicaily
this 'speaker
was as tight as Ebenezer Scrooge and
handled tunes deftly despite having a
bottom end which sounded faintly
tubby when volume levels were pushed
higher.

Slightly less sonically appealing was
the Opals' dry presentation which
removed some of the warmth and tonal
richness from recordings. Playing their
parts here were a peak in the treble at
8kHz and over-damped bass, both
shown up in our measurements. This
meant treble, which could be sharp and
a touch hard, was pushed forward in
the mix. That said, the overall
performance was still enjoyable.

The next CD was the Stockholm
Arts Trio playing Schubert's Op99.
Here the Opals once again gave a clear,
dynamic rendition. The piano had plenty
of detail and weight and was nicely
proportioned in the acoustic. Sound
stage width was fine, although like much
of the competition, the Audio Gems
flattened front-to-back depth.

Again, it was on the most powerful
piano notes that the Opals hardened
up, and the treble brightness previously
noted made violins sound thin. It wasn't
bad enough to disturb me but | can
imagine that, if these stand mounters
were used with a brighter, less evenly
balanced combination than the Roksan
Caspian CD and Audio Analogue
Puccini SE integrated, they could
become rather fatiguing.

No
matter what |
listened to, whether it was the
complex Jazz Funk of Quincy Jones or
Stravinsky's Fire Bird Suite, the Audio
Gem Opals were highly consistent. On
one hand they are fast, dynamic and
extremely rhythmic. On the other hand
their brightness could prove wearing in
the long term, as could their lack of
sound stage depth. But if you like what
the Audio Gems are good at, do give
thematry e
Audio Gem Opal £240
May Audio Marketing
Aireside Mills,
Cononley,
Keighley,
West Yorks. BD20 8LW
Tel: 01535 632887

WORLD VERDICT

Partner the Opals with warm
ancillaries and you'll get a detziled,
involving sound. Avoid bright amps
and sources though.

Measured Performance

see plo3
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A REFERENCE GUIDE TO BRITAIN'S
MANUFACTURERS AND DISTRIBUTORS.

ACORITIC TWMENRGY 1TH 16 Bridge Road.
Cirenesster Gloutester GL7 A, T 44 (0)1285 654432
Fax +44 (0) 01285 654430 In 1988, a year after the birth of
the Acoustic Energy the AE! was lwnched amidst
worldwide seclaim Acoustic Energy Ltd went #n to
devilope their Refermmce Semen Landipasiars aise with
reat succesa It was this success that bought about the 100
gnnes. a range of loudspumicer' aimmd at thy more wo'ume-
orwitated “mid-i” markae Tiw immediats suzomm of s
Series has provided sgeificant prowth for A E and the
Company continues to expand ‘nd re-invest

ALCHIMIST PREDUCTE Coll oy pod shws 3 to
trimsiorm rour Me with products from o sk ssed (s of
Amplifiers, CD's and Pro/Powe: combinmmst mciuding such
modals s Keakwn and Forsets »ygt Bhrugh 1o our wwird
winting "The Alchemest rimge [ Womay 1996 COTY
Lrp:nl Unit | Furzewood Hewse. Clastiosene Ind Ext
otters Bar, Herts EN6 3JN Tul 01707 664607 (for
enquiries) Tel 01753 B89949 {for UK Sales| Fax 01707
664207 (for snquirkes Fae 0173 889636 (fo- UK Sakw}

ALEME W% £TP 25 Montitors Road, Hove, 8N3 IRD
Tel 01273 202637 Audion * Bdmor * Andwrmon * (Trade
engumy v for or newhy sutieded range)

APFEALSE The UK based desgners and manufacturers of
bigh swelty dpeatier stands and eaupment rachs hawe Sow
44400 10 Bt cumpreieaee gt & Modewe dpstees idee
for housing #udic wisual produzts and CO storage. Pisn
send for our free brochure to Zenith Crown Ltd Tipton Rd
Dadey West Midiandy DY 14 Tet 0121 520 S070 Fax 0121
$22 2055 - AF Supart tradh enguions wslcoms

AMEAM Pambroke Ave Dinny Irdustrisl Centre
Watsnbeash Cambredge, CBS 9P8 Tel 01223 4%0964 or
Faw 01223 863384 Manufarturers of the Delts 290
Ampifier and the Delts 280 Digital FM Tuner The two
together produce a sound that har been dwseribed as "subtic
ard intrigamg” nd thae pemedE Trol clour - dscod tes
for yoursell For inforvation ge st $nly thisw products bit
also the Arcam CD Payers Spwsrs, Cassette Decks ete,
‘Phone or write in to request a brechrs - The pleasurs i all
yours!

AUurorrl TURNITGRY LTD The Square, Forest
Row, East Susseu RHI8 SES Tel 01342 826262 Fax 01342
824845 Masufactarces of che pateatee BASE VIBRATION
CONTROL PLATFORMS AND THE MODULAR AUDIO
SUPPORT SYSTEM These Products are zndorsed by Hi-Fr
World Also newly introduced are the RESONANCE
CONTROLLED HI-FI CABINETS whics sre mutt: Ivst
modular design and available 11 various sizes and wood
fimishes Please telephane for more detatls and a product
portfolio

ANBIOLAS Cambridge Systans T-:hna*cgzy Ltd Spicfire
Close, Ermine Park, Huntingdon, Cambs, PEIE 6XY. Te) 44
{011480 415600 Fax %44 10) 1480 52159 The Apdeieb

FE® PUTTRIRAITION Rusviting Irom our wwe restiech
and drscsuprame Tae ECA Design Team hes acmswed the
award winning Vista S/ Lectern g Pre Power combo (Best
8uy HuF Cravcer 2ud the Vista HDLectern HD Pogs Pawe
comby (Gramsphone Audlo Croict 1996 Awardi Couny
fodowad by our ECA A2 True Ribbon Speakers and Prisesy
Phono Amp for “tie mawrally neutral cham The barest
mnmimum of wiring 1n the amps saper symmitsy in the
arcus 39d vacuam impragared an oty cubra =ade for
the speadmrs P O Box 3023 London NWY2 7RW Tl Fyx
0181 938 1086

LMY 24 Bebewus Rond. Frmes. Burner NIY 3ES Tet 0181
361 6734 Maafacturer of Saquel SOw integnetad ampufier
and the Crystal D2A converter Amplifier and DAC Please
write in for deteils

PRAENT A0 Distributor of Croft Vaive
Amplification Tel 01902 65657 Fax 0121 681 8772
Mobile 0956 921740 U K Stocauists ark Classigee
Sound, IlLeicester) GT Audo i(London NW)
Nottingham Analogue Purist Audio, The Cartridge
Man (Len Gregory - Croydon) call for overseas
distribators

FALE N SCRUSTIULS 4% Tabor House, Norwich
Road, Mulbarton Nerwizh. Norfollk NRi4 BJT Tel (01508)
578272 UK astburers t FOCAL drive wmts aad SOLEN
(ehateaurouxl peivfropsmee capaciters and the largest
nductor menuscturdr in the UK Comprhensiva range of
DIY Spaaber Parth 20d e Sub-Bass and Electronic Rlters
“Everyhry bat o wood” Eniucien shinad be holampeens
by a 38p samped pddressed ewiiope

" % ALMIN 20 Tunbridge Roud. Southwnd on See.
Essex 362 6LT Ted 01702 612116 Fuler's audw produce
12 rasge of mnsvetint produces Ampificatiob - 410 singie
ended class A semiconductor power amplifier - £1200,
b70 2 mostet powst amphifier wf bgn standard - £599, prel
nd prel = marcaag proemeiben - £599°€649 pom
prono ttags tee wee hd e cartridges (299
Loudspeakers - Pharouh system. upgradabie from | parr of
cabinets to 3 pers (& truly extended bass passiveactive
epaions £649-£2499 Sphirx 0 3 way Reor surdmg whc
€849 S.lun HE 98dB senvivity €439, matching Sub
Woofer £559, Sultan 91 SdB sensitvity £309

LAM IBW ARG The OId Crapa 282 Swpton Read
Harcogate, Yorks Tel 01423 S00442 Somebody
Somewhere must make better storage #nits for CDs Musc
LPs. HiF Books. etc than lan Edwarke BUT wntl he
wepears why gt seac for the brachyrs shamig » mlection
6f HAND MADZ units To do this please #nd 3 4 2nd class
namps

WS ATRCTTNN are 2 losg aytebiehied sapir of Pigs
uslity speabe- kith components and PTFE Sitvar cablec
ur kit rengs includes 6 Transmesion Links and s for

AV ash maiibm sats or vothmar e et cabtanes (Plsin

amplifiers CD players and teners are My
acknowledged tor thesr sopin ticated, modesn desugn,
combined with outstanding sound quality and flexibility
Thers are now 10 Asdatab woilels which range f-om tew
famons 8080A Integrited Amplfier throu® to the mew
B000CD Integrated CD Player For full information and
detarls of your Audiolab dealer, please phone or write

BT FARTEARTMNT The Aute Parmersieg p'c swis
vevaral of Brivain s Ineding quabty ki fi brands including
Cambridge Audiio, Gale Loudsprakers, Asdio Innovations
and Arston Al produts re desiaed and engnserad © the
U K. #nd our reputatisn 'w smudbtion relisbility and
#xcuptional value for mensy ts remulted 1n the  Audio
Partnership being at the farsfront of Britsh masufactursrs
Al praducts are wxchulomly waiils through Richw Scands
stowss around UK and for turdher Informeten piessw cal
frwe on 0800 181355, or drop ur a linw st the address
below The Audio Partnership Pz Gallery Court Hankey
Place London SE| 4BB, Engasd

AUBI®e SYMEMESIS Manufaceurers of the the
outstanding DAX digital to analogue cenverrer comes DAX
2. 2 rew Hi-End refurence convertes shis = 4y desper nto
o dptal source thew mmr befom! A s addwion > e
superb PASSION series of all Vishay controllers has just
been introduced ' the form of PASSION 8. a fully remeee
controtid umquely transparent sassive prawmpifie- thy
parfact match for EESIRE By word of mouth our DESIRE
power amphfier 1s capidly convircing listeners, wheither
passivw or active! New for 1997 & TRANSCEND a state of
#rt CD transport with AES comom. ATAT giww wnd Toshek
outputs Audio Synthesis PO BOX S0 Nottingham NG9
107, Tel (+44) (0)11S 922 4138 Fax (+44) {0}115 922
9701

FANLE VAKX Unt 12 Farrbirowgh Business Centre,
Eelmoor Road, Farnborough Hampstire GUi4 7XA Tel
(*44) 1011252 373434 Fax ) “44) {0}1252 371818
Dasigners and rawsisctornes of Britsh made Wgh quaim,
Wlpe for monky, Weerceswest and Speaker cables Phonw or
fax for a free full colour brochure un our What Hi-Fi? § suar
rated products

TAMPRIGM AWDNG DI LIGM Landudno Road Card
CF3 8PG Tel 01222 779 401 Supplies » manufactures
martorder high purity silver interconnects lewdiphwssr
cables wtornal wires and bespowe mzne ol Gewe o
two wask tral peried

CANIOME S UNID Pit Crowther Road Wassingion,
Tyn= & Wear, NE38 0BW UK Sales 0191 415 0205 Adrmen
0191 417 00S7 Fax 0191 416 0392 UK’y leading
manufacturer and distributor of professional audio
equipment 9000% products are detdiled @ a bi-annual
catalogve which i3 amailable free of charge o professionsl
users Next day deliveries when posuible

CHDAE BIICInomMICl LIMETED 3 Bower Mouwt
Rosd, Meditone Kt MEI6 BAX Telephone 01622-764874,
Fax 01622-688480 We have recently complemented our
highly acclaimed SPM range of pewer amphifiers with 2
supecb pre amps - tiw CPA 2800 * CPA 4000as well as the
BBC quated LSS 12A londspweier & LFS'12 base rxtension
system Call us for copies of reviews that will leave you
wanting details of your nearest retailsr

CHEEK AUNIO LTR 2 Bellevse Road, Frien Barnet,
London NIt 3ER Tel 0181 361 4133, Fax 0181 361 4136
Manufacturers of the 4240SE Integrated Amp A42 Power
Amp. P42 Pre-Amp, CD42 Compicr Dirc Player, OBH-8
MM Phono Pre-Amp. OBH-9 MC Phono Pre-Amp OBH-10
IR Remote Volume Control OBH-11 Headphone Amplifier,
OBH-12 Remote Passive Pre-Amp New range launched
Sprow 97

M8s AUDIO PO Box 91, Bury St Edmunds, Suffoll, IP30
ONF Tel 01284 828 926 Fax 01284 828 026 DBS Audio
supply queiity loudspewiesr Ints dezgned by Dave Bereman
The DBS 6, features a custom-built 8-inch cast-chassis
woofer with high.power voice oil. Morsl high-powse
twenthe B4 rands mgmbied cromsoeee with van dee Hyl
ctble IC\% 6307 pwimprapyins cqpteniin gnd brewired wtn
Jold-plitwd terminet By popular deisnd DBS4II 5 now
upgraded to Mulll fupgeede Wt avalibley New diswns are
planned Also; UK dimestiren 1or ne CLIO prafersonm
qeWity (but msy to oeh PCdwend qudio swasering sysee
Masterched | Visa scchprad

@ d) Ow weest T i By spun
Mlumisisie bal anit and 2 suphrb Mew ribbor teewe For
deesds mead large 30p SAE - IPL Acomstics 2 Laverton
Read Wusebory Wiltshere, BA13 3RS ‘el 04373 823333

EINI WM LEW Jamo House. § Faraday Close, Drayton
relds, Davent-y. Northants. NNEI 5RD Tel 04327
301306 Fax 01327 350511 "ub pags 1rww o com
The Sourd Of Exeallance Luwplspusiact form Jimo aok
the ehsult of 30ywars sxperincd and devalopmmnt work
Ovie toy yoars. 2 comprebmnmie fund of Inowiedgt e
accamainted ot ey Wk comnibunry o i
i-mo o of the warid s leading and most recopnise
oudspeaker makers In addition, famo was the first
toudspraber marufictarer to obtain the coveted 1SO 9001
chrtficate for ks quader asiurance systom

MRS AT G AR Springfwld Mk Spe
teant, Owte \Wikafuid WFS OHW Tet 01924 277626
Fix 01924 270759 F M ohinry & wow drwemsn o Slo
whual eaching Hgh qeiiay semimus rgumtroctinn  Fsses
aveilabie t¢ your choick Fully sdyustable 6mm glksy §helving
doukd mwomnon of shelffee Costom cresded te o yoor
srhtem Froe delivecy thronghoms Ui UK. For further
nissmutin o a tree brachers cornact [EM Distribution

(RRRAM WANTE ATIWTTEES ETF Cyncrs Place
201 Mark Sirwet. Hachwey Lowdon E8 3QE Tel 0181 985
1646 Jorden Wauts Acoustics for Sight AND Sound

NEENIEN ANBIE BRIRASLEM S4 Caes Road,
Outwond, Woretwtd W Yorue WFI 3EX Telfwm 01924
870606 1 d wr et stw Figaro 1s the bast ieniturs hpealer
| have heard™ Audimphile March 1993 Write in or cafl for
detai on our full peoduct mnge a0d Jour meees stackse

HARND L WITRINNTINN 35 Farlough Road
Dungannon N Irefand BT71 4DU Tel 01868 748632
Fix 01848 448281 Kromes s tow UK dseiat of some of
the fiobdl H' £ progects i Europd  Thess wmctude
Audiommis digiesl products and turntabiee Lieder siiver
wpewker wnd interconnict cabls Profeet turn-tebles and
srephire. Teranghe dmeslers and electranize and YBA
wroplfirh e awo Sendle Framewo-he squpmant wbles,
Al1on vvh amplfmrs and maine filters and Essex Audio
dipthi products fraen the UK Please telephone or write for
praviuce Seead M desw Rists

AANGAR S SEFW S LTR | Mayo Road, Croydon,
Surrey CRO 2QP Tel 0181 684 1166 Fex 0181 684 3056
Ome of the lrgest distnbutors of ekectionic vaivks tubes
end sem cerductors in the UK and USA manufacturers
stock We specialise in cbsolete types inciuding original UK
and USA made audio valves Telephone or fax for an
immidiate gromticn

AV AW 7 Lancaster Gardens West, Clacton-on-Sea,
Blstx COI5 6QG Te! (0125S) 422533 Fax 101255) 221069
Mussfactarer of Hgh Quabty Amphfiers CD Pases.D A
Covvertess.copper & Siver Cables Hand bullt to the hihest
standards to five stnning parformance & classey lowis. No
Himmizks wwe pure seunt  High End Audio bas s bees
s wfordebie  Nemi Mysees cige for thew who et an
aermative to mass pruduced products Top quwity leoks &
sounds at surprisingly reatomable prices

&0 CRAST Sl W Y DY 4 By Lare Googe
Green Lambourn, Berks RGI7 8XQ Tel 01488 72267
Specialist restoration of Garrard 301°s and 401's using
£ORUINR spheie dnd re-mMufscterad pard to origesl pristine
standirde in olr newly Ml werk chops desgned primarly
for these purposes Yanted.Galdrin

MAT MU0 MARCETIME Uk LIS Acesde Mils,
Curonley [Keighley, Went Yorishire. BD20 BLW Tel 01535
632700 Fax Q1535 632887 Distributors of High Quality
audio products from LFD amplifiers, Totem Loudsperakers,
Réfarkace Recordings jeckhn Flose Hwedphones Stwence
loudspeakers: Sonneteer amphleet and quility recSrdings
from Proprius, Prophone, Opus, MAP and Swedish Sociwty
IF ITS MUSIC YOU LOVI gELEPHONE OR WRITE FOR
LITERATURE

MACHIFAL 2 Theobold Street, BorehamWood, Herts, WD6
4SE For full information on our full range of excelint
products mcluding whe Gyrodes Alecto lso, Argo and
othare piwawe ingwan us on 0181 953 0771 Michwil -
Symbol of Précision

MRREEM AUDTE TYRYEML LYR A g of
eguipment hand built 1 the UK. consisting of a CD player
DA converter | integrateds & prefpower amphifiers The
neegrarzd wnp'fie avw desquiared 125250600 Priccd at
€2437€399 £999. Pre-pewer versions of the 250600 are
prices at £799'€899 The CD player @ £579 & DAC
€399 offer astoundmy pe-formance and complete the 251
range For fusther mfo pleasc cali- 0151 236 7667

MEUITUUE Prima Links, Yew Tree, Stone House Lane,
Pecldforton, Tarporley, CW 9T) Tel 01829 260503 Thw
manufacturer of PINK LINK witesconnect: would W to
thenk HF World for their tucellent review o thwir
February edition. All incerconnicts are made from tugh
conductivity siver plated copper PTFE insulated and are
uniguily cowditioned For mul srde- detmh of ful ange
please contict us on Te! 01829 260503

B NAME S5 tiE0 3 Bar Houmy 158 Bur Strest
MNidawich NRI3EN Tel 01603 615817 Mamsfacturers of
gmamcrie He-Fisnd audio sisual squipment supports Some
supports look great but do they improvk the sounds?
Others hound great but look It 2 waider's benth Our
stand< not only 100k stenming bar they dobes wbratable
sound quality The range includes multi-tiered stands
1s0latian tables, wall mounted shelves and spealer stands
allwvistable 1n 4 steileng finshes A sight for sore wane

MUTINGHAN ANIasgur sTULS Tel 01773
762947. Design and manufacture of quality anatogue audio
We're in the bustmess Mcauce wa eaglise how smpsrwnt
mosic 15 Owr turecab®t arm: 2k cartr dges sell e warkd
over 2 comentment to prowdwg ali our custome ¢ with
the besr of analogue we love music

BALL B FTMT AT e 4 Cross Bavk Road Barky,
W Yorks WF17 BP| Tel'Fax 01924 445039 Nlmra!{y
recorded music on CD & LP Three dimensional, Dywamic
& Lwe Plus dysamic equipment to piay it on, incidiag 2
rencrese turntable and speakers. linear tracung are,
umique cabiing system and valve amplificaion  WE WERE
AT THE REC{')RDING SESSION!

GFTIMUN INTESRA TN AL S00E A basutful
&nd stunning range of support systems for both hi-fi wnd
audio visual equipment Manufactured i the UK for the
v wlienies Comprismg styiish toggened safety ghess
ard sumaimse stesl support rods, these products prowide
both visual and sound performance The new Premicr
range 15 totally moduler and therefore totally flexbie
srttg the wakd) of Wt customens AR wulels are fully

hod wnd Bar paclnd for #ose wt transpurtatioh Pimse
call for further details Tel'Fax 44 (0) 1274 583249

FAATEENM T High density marble ISOLATION
PLATFORMS for ail muege of wqu p=ent RACKSISTANDS
An elegant way to UPGRADE Improves clarity better
BASS control 3 Abbotts Drive North Wembley,
Middesex HAOD 35B Te 0181 904 2646 Aiso NEALGAR
DISTIBUTION Tel Fax 01296 24756

P, CRMERMERTA TS Aot the specintin:
compomnt conpiuy for PiEn sad sudc sathizaen Also
chrbon Tubks sudio valves Major ctochnr for Golden
Dragon, Mullard. GEC & Tecnix valves plus a vast archive
of wnugs tebed

FRIEM ACOUETIEL 11D Prism Houss, Duncen
Street Banff, Aberdeenshire AB4S | EQ Tel 01261
818444 Fax 01261 818558 Heg wrew prwm-
azowstics com E-mal acSuss oW Prism
Acsustits Led Has piomeerpd tre ased of Reflective Wave
Technology (RWT} tn the design of alt our loudspeakers
Contact co fi=d 0wt more'

FREMIER SLARNLE A2 P Uncover the true sound
quality and potential of your system Use the natural

nafits of granite and marble Theze natural materwis
ofter bester base def mition clanity and satural sound
staging capabilities CD' Turn-table platforms, custom
made stands, shelves or anything you desire cut and
pabeied to a0y shpe or size eaguired T 01603 721995

BAL ACOWRTIEE North Road, Bridgend Ind Est
Bridgend Mid Glamorgan CF31 3TP UK Tel 01656 768
777 wternamora' 44 656 768 777 Fax 01656 766 093
weeraational 144 656 766 093 The UK's only speenhs:
sub-bass speaker manufacturer "The only one that works"
Get your dealer to give you 2 home demo and fad out
what the fuss % all sbour

WL MARMAR SLD48 Unt 2, Borehamwood Ind
Park Rowley Lane, Borehamwood Herts WD6 SPZ Tel
0181 207 S0S0 Fax 0181 207 4572 Swb Base Systems - Re
Stenek. Stadhum, Stentor Stedio

M TANDRING W0 AV Hollr Tree
Hous The Gresna, Full Sutton YORK YO4 IHVY Tl
01759 372795 Thw service. overhaut and reconditioming of
all Tandberg hi-h products regardiess of age

HIEHARE ALi4w Ausiw Bradiord Road
Gomursel, Cleckaton, W Yor's BDI9 4AZ T#l 01274
872442 Fax 01274 869935 Manufacturers of very high
quality foudspeaicer entlotures ond duis amite Exampiee
bemg the £270 RAB swrich 2 a5 suppind to the BBC wid
the 3" reriewed Mirette 2 2t £120

oM imay ULARRT 22 21 g} Ringmat
Dewwioptients. PO Box 200 Brentwood Esses CM15 9FB
Tel 01277 200 210 Ringniat 1s the fiest support for a
record on a turntable platter to be properly designed and
15 now the Wading turnesb® mat for the discersiny hsteser
The rteent XLR versio® of the RINGMAT 330 MKII
tmproves performance sull further Also now available are
RINGMA'IPeleer Inserts for Rols#n Xerxes #nd Garrard
40! turntables whwck bring ssgwficant improvemerts in
sound quality whon ushd with the RINGMAT 330 MKLL
and XLR record supports In September 1997, Ringmat
Developments unveiled its latest product - STATMAT -
clamming it to bring the biggest advance i» CD sound
reproduction since compact dises were introduced in

983

EMEASSE SL0ee P O BOX 22 Stevenage
Hertfordsbire SG2 8HF, Engiand Tel 01438 7409!3
Following the hl}hly acclaimed Phase 2 integrated by
addig the Phask 3 power amplifir and br-amping Skearne
Andio #re coftwuidy the dengn philosophy of an
upfradable system through the sange Introducing the
Phasc 6, a superbly musical, specialised pre-amplifice
allowing owners of the Phaie 2 or 3 or both to upgrade
their systemt to highly speciaived levels also the
introduction of the Phase § 100 watt Monoblock Thwss
along with the phase 6 pre amplifier can be used via Phono
inputs or balanced mode giving even greater versatiity

LW JINN The Derwent Business Centre,Clarke
Steect,Derby DEI 28U Tel +44-01 332-361390 Fax +44.
01332.298836 SALES HOTLINE 07-00-CABLE{0700-00-
22253)Make the World's Finest HI-Fr CobI from the
Highest Quality Maternls Sonic L SILVER PINK Sonic
Link VERMILLION Interconnect Some Link AST200 x 2
B'Wire Speaker Cable Sonic Link VIOLET Interconmect
Pius mwyj More Plesse rinf for details

SOLMO BYTEL 72 Nuvar Drive Hyndiand Glasgow,

GI2 9TZ Tel 0141 339 7595 Fax 0141 339 7592 e-mui
bytes@colloquum co Lk Wi spronlise only in mass Ionéng
materil After =ours exbmastively testing SOUND BYTE

with wenous types of speahess, we enow it works and o 4o
you - we have never had a single comptaint Call us for
advisc on how much 10 add to your equipment for the bast
prrformance and the locetun of your remrest desar

IHAIMD MM A GE WM LYH. 52 Miton Road London
Swi4 GR Tl 0181 255 &HAR Imparters ang diste buters of
U bnert audho wapwmt feataning the stumnag Boudder
2,000 yeries and the compiete range from Norwegran
manufacturer Electrocompaniet

AFECTRA LY MAMITE Tel (01745 360070 Fam
101745} 360086 Spectra Dynamics maice a range of products
10 suit the connoisseur and DIY enthusiast Products anclude
Dwfux Avouste Paneis, the semplist and most cost Minctes
w2y 12 upgrade your yxwnng systew Isolation Fere
Dasping Sheet, Sealing Strip Gaskets etc For a FREE
tnformation pack and details of other products please
thamphmn ar fux

L0 TROABEN & 10 LR Valley Works Station Lane,
Heckmondwike, West Yorkshire WFI6 ONF Tel 01924
404085 Mumufacturers of kand crafted audwo products “A
world of Mutic” Call or weite sn for mformatien on our
SDA-I Digntal to Analogue Converter, SDT-1 CD Player,
A2la Chts "A" Amplfice A2SB Integrated Amplifier, A48
Wtegowtal Ampliier AuSlc Pre Ampiifier. AuSip Power
Amphis- 2ed mere

TAAE FLECTHEMIEY Unic 12 Fersborowsh Busines
Contrs Eelmoor Road Farnborowph Hampmwen GUI4
TXA Te 01252 378838 Pawss iy for deowie

TANNET 20000 FRO0CtE # C Brients Hous
Leagravt Road Latos, LU3 IR The Audic sgupemnt mach
and spisder stand spremict For information on our
products please telephone or write.

TEIm LU dnevbecs sz of 0% b perie: b fi
and v accessories currently asaliable in the UK These
includi Purkisonic, best known for its range of high
performance interconnects and connectork. and cable
Wwpraet lor 23 wade sermy oF 11 and wh wpphastons & i
g Tach-Umt s own brami] Switch Bowee wrk the parfect
solution to muluple applications - for example. its hghly
scchrmd TAS-| 2 wery pictica’ and mmxpwssm way of
switchig your prdens brtseess hi-fi and Same aneeg
systems. and Stwed - § cangn of Wiry mxcluswe fgh quahty
€eables interconncets and conmctors

For mcre information . comm: Tack Law at Use 112, 764
Farmiey Road Lomdon, SEPSAMX  TW 0181 771 8388 Fax
0181 771 1840

TERT 5 Marlw House Trw Croxity Contre Witford WDI
BYA Tel 01923 819630 Fax 01923 236290 Teac bas
already establiched 2 virtual world dominance in the
manufactues of pricision recording equipment wnd data
Storagh products aed the tompany 15 nov. tuinig Ity
ateeneen to W o M-f g1 audo remted predint The
Taeyo Eectro-Acoutic Con pany (hence TEAC) was formed
tn 1956 Over the years TEAC has produced ssnw of the
world« Wost sutetsnding Wecrdng equipment including
many Sxgilet sifCedubie sawe chsarttc Rl (for which
the name TEAC became kimost synonymous) #nd by the
ume of the dawning of the digimat ag~ at the bigwning of the
19807 it win intemtonml; wimewiadead M # W meder
0 2udio techwology with « kg o B lidebey fean 1oy
name 1997 saw a significarc tasciing point for TEAC with the
launch of a_superb new misystem 2 newly developed
VRDS et CD player and 2 Bresh desggmed CD payer

ERIEMEML METEAREM ST Following wn from the
Maihly dcrlamed CD clock enrbiator mudicat o s Polsar
Iene, Om dyiew 1o anmahor comnrte Thes o deupn
B pRrL g D e Dlestreem (o VL shedhit Weebrity
owir an extrdmbly wide dynaniic range Switchable between
18 or 20 bit_revolunor this converter will become tre
standard fo- CD ‘wae For slhemte etaphone 01684 573524

SANEE LML Kitkland, 32 Head Strect Beith
Ayrshire KAIS 2EU Tel 01508 S04128 A wew nanmfacture

0 Stothend producing # very #Ment vihe poms ampiie-

Tre DIRECT OUTPUT (Patwnr wppind for) dmmgn sheer two
years of development, has resulted in 2 power amplifier
which dispenses with the cutput transformer, gt has #n
output impedanck of osly 07 ohm' Distortion 15 low at
about 0 0SS, and because thire 15 no output transformer the
bandwidth ¢ very wide with no loss of powsr or incresse in
distortioh  The thhubi 1c seatisking'y Ll and swtural
wowed  Tvie 7R-Hiew Wawd Wide (o Ml B9 SIS givey
I5w per chanset htereo the MSO, S0 mono  Blkck or
colour finish

WUMILES BUDIN. SO Mun Street Brogheor Asthy
Leicestwr LE9 6RO Te (01455) 286603 Fae (01455)
286605 “Extensive range of Drive Units and over 30
different a3 of wefassembly it Drive units wecludi
those from KEF Dyswudio Awix Sess Prwdems. Sewnspeak
wnd Mo Everythingg, mguiwd for the loudspeakr Builder,
and facilitis to listen to the lots in built up form *

SR PIARAL CONTENTLNY

Audio Signal converters. Lint to phowo converter For
those people who no longer #se turntables. thie compact
sgrm) amtch oy module waabm 8 cowaon of 2 bar fevel
dtwice o these unused phols Wputt  Performance s
Uxceptonal 1dB to 20 ictHz and greater than 96 dB wn For
midi e fi systems offer a phono ‘nput as thetr omly sexternal
Connettion s medtie provdes 2 convestent mears of
comeecting CD's sutchte memrs Wdvo or mmdizc Cost
€1800 inc carriage EDL 17 Caledoria Piace Bristol, BS8
4D) Tel 0117 9741918 Email module@tecno demon co ul

STRTLS & CORIVLI NS

A PUETCHER 2D W SEsA L Te 01209 612260
Fax 01209 710777 AK G. Audio innovations Audio
Analysts Atacama Audio Mech, Audionote. Audioquest,
Audio Technica, Beyer, Cable Taik, Denon, Foundation
Goldring Harman Kardon Impulse |BL JPW Khpsh,
Micromepa Moniter Audis. Musica Fidelity NAD
Nulamichi Onkyo, Orioton Pricpton, Project, QED SD
Acoustics, SME, Sonic Link, Sourdstyle, Sugden, Target, TDL,
Toze Tewngle Trichord Vivasey

L a gt

MUBOMEE LK LTD Specralst manufacturer & suppher of
replacement & origwml styh for more than 40 years Over
600 types stocked with many obsolete - 78 versions
avatlable Also pick - up cartridges, record, taph, Cd
accessoris Why not try us & bear tht difference! Trade-
Export angquiries weicome Twl'Fawe-nwil your chquinemenzs
to - Unt I3 Wenta Bukiness Chatre Comm Way W itford
Herts, WD2 4NL Tef 01923 213344 Fax 01923 213355
e-mail musonic@compuserve com

To advertise in Meet Your
Maker, please Telephone

Caroline Knott on
01245 443555




VINTAGE
VIRTUES

by Haden Boardman

have ever seen. The
anodising is superb, and
the fit and finish inside
the casework begs you to
leave the top off. The
styling is rather low-key,
with a very slim case -
perhaps Sony were after
a fairly conservative
market.
The really clever
part is that Sony's
Esprit engineer, one
Masaru Nagami, put a
little circuit in front of
the output stage
(which is constructed
entirely from Sony's
own custom-made
transistors) which
allowed him not to
use any negative
feedback at all. The input circuits
are all pretty standard
complementary pairs.
Inside the case, the front is
dominated by a sealed ‘Pulse
Width Modulation’ power
supply and a set of massive
reservoir capacitors. The
power output section which
has a bank of Mosfet devices
connected via a heat pipe to
the most silent cooling fan
you never heard. Even this
is a selected component -
it's actually a high-quality
in. capstan motor from a

Sony as a company. Whereas many

Japanese corporations produce
mainly ‘'me too' equipment, Sony have
genuinely tried to keep the wheels of
progress turning. Cue the Esprit, Sony's
high-end range of hi-fi, complete with
the most tweaky of tweaks, including
floating magnetic isolation platforms,
99.99% oxygen-free copper cable and
fancy diamond cantilevered Moving Coil
cartridges.

The most common Esprit items you
are liable to find are the TA-E900 and
TA-N900 pre-amplifier and monobloc
power amplifiers. The power amplifiers
are rated at 200watts into almost any
load and are built like nothing else |

| 've always had a lot of respect for

laside Sony’s Esprit pre-amp,

you can see the blue blocks which componer

HI-FI WORLD

switch-mode PSU (top right), large reservoir caps
(top left) and a bank of Mosfets (bottom left).

cassette deck.

All delicate audio signal operations
are taken care of by little blue modules
(as is the case for all the other Esprit
electronics as well). Needless to say,
every single component inside is truly
audiophile grade. The PCBs are thick,
and are screwed to a heavy die-cast
base. And if that wasn't enough, you
could buy an optional rosewood case,
complete with marble top! For the truly
dedicated, a magnetic isolation pod
could be slipped under each corner.

A pair of Esprit monoblocs would
have set you back nearly £2000 a pair,
the pre-amp £1700, and that was in
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'I!ht: vadis di'c-p‘f'o:ltwt stage achieves
the required low output impedance without
a matching transformer, using readily
available valves, and giving a very wide
bandwidth with low distortion at full power.
The clarity and accuracy of reproduction is
exceptional, with a lifelike sound stage
clearly defined both spatially and musically.
Each amplifier is hand built to order, and
fully tested before delivery. In addition to
traditional black, alternative colour finishes
are available on request.

vadis is a new company. designing and building high auality valve
amplifiers in Scotland.

DAII® AmrLrirns

Kirkland, 32 Head Street, Beith, Ayrshire KA15 2EU. Tel: 01505 504128




Voltage regulator

nput puner

Rightsection  Left Section

- Bass beost circuit
Low Channel output buffer
Rectifier & muting

 Power transformer

The Esprit active crossover. Unfortunately these are extremely rare second-hand.

1981. This was serious stuff when high-
end for most people meant a Quad 405
at around a tenth of the cost!

Sound-wise, these are actually very
impressive components. About two
years ago, | ran a comparison between a
Krell KSA50, a Musical Fidelity P270
and the Esprit. The Sony won by quite a
large margin - it was smoother and far
more enjoyable.

The pre-amplifier does try to be all
things to all people with its incredible
flexibility, lack of corrupting tone
controls, and easy access to the phono
sockets on top of the unit. Even better,
the sound doesn't appear to suffer,
although the MM input sounds a lot
better than the MC stage.

If you need tone controls, how
about the Esprit SE-P900 equaliser, a
snip at £800? If you want to go active,
there was also a superb variable active
crossover, the TA-D900, at a wallet-
denting £950. This covered anything
from two-way to four-way designs, and
had sub-bass output and bass boost.

At the front of your system, you
could bolt the XL-88D moving coil
cartridge into your tone-arm. This is a
technical tour de force. It was designed
by a Mr Mori, and used a unique figure-
of-eight coil system, with a solid
diamond cantilever and super-elliptical
stylus. Output is fairly healthy at 0.4mV,
and it's easy to fit into most arms,
weighing in at 6.8g.

The final piece to consider is the
rather substantial APM-6 Monitor. At

HI-FI WORLD

over |00lb. each and just under a yard
tall, they aren't exactly book-shelf
'speakers. They use Sony's Accurate
Pistonic Motion (APM) drive units. The
woofer has no less than four magnet
systems, the tweeter just one. Both
have beautifully cast chassis with the
incredibly complicated honeycomb-core
flat diaphragms. The cabinet is oval-
shaped (someone had obviously been
doing work on sound dispersion) and
finished in a rich walnut veneer. At
£4000 a pair, there are not that many in
England, and to be honest, when |
heard a pair, | was not really bowled
over.

When looking second-hand, be
warned, Esprits can only be serviced
by Sony, and some modules haven’t
been available for years. Also mind
the power supply capacitors don't
burst - the residue burns through
components and the PCB! This
caveat is mainly applicable to the
power amplifiers. This stuff, as you
would imagine, is very reliable, but it
does occasionally go wrong, so
make sure you are not buying
anything with intermittent faults -
listen for an extended period of
time.

A used pre-amplifier will fetch
anything between £500-£1000
depending on condition. The
power amplifiers go for a similar
amount, so the least you are
looking to spend is a grand to join
the Esprit club. Later on there was

|

feature

a cheaper stereo power amplifier, which
sounds a little nicer than the big
monoblocs, the TA-N90I, that will cost
you around £400-£600. It is not quite as
reliable as the bigger TA-N900s though.
There was also the TA-E90| pre-amp,
which was the only Esprit to let the side
down sonically. Work on half the new
price as a rough second-hand valuation.

Sony obviously expected the Esprit
range to sell much better than it did -
they even set up a listening room at
Shepperton Studios, so prospective
dealers could audition and be trained in
all ways Esprit. So what happened to
the Esprit? Well in the West, nothing; it
disappeared. Only the lesser ‘ES’ range
was fit to grace our shores. But, after a
recent trip to Japan, | am happy to
announce that Esprit is indeed alive and
kicking. | was lucky to hear the amazing
two-box reference CD player, a snip at
around £20000. | was even luckier to
hear this through the new Esprit
electrostatic loudspeakers, again with
not much change from £25000.

For us mortals, the second-hand
Esprit range really does offer very good
value and real high-end on the cheap. It
isn't common, and can be troublesome,
but it is a taste of the exotic for not
that much cash @

The APM-6 monitors with their flat diaphragms

weigh in at over [00lbs each.
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he world of hi-fi can
T be a strange business

at times. There are
many aspects that go
unspoken and rarely
challenged. The belief that,
"That’s the way it’s always
been done", or "It’s what
the market wants” often
prevails. Because of this we
still see people accepting
that when spending a
certain amount on an
amplifier, a separate
pre/power system is the
only ‘real’ way to go.
Likewise, a two-box CD
player becomes de rigueur
above a certain price point.
Whilst these and similar
views are frequently true,
it’s not invariably the case.
Many excellent products
and even entire sectors of
the market become largely
ignored because of such
rigidly held opinions.

I've written before
about the
huge yet
often
neglected
potential of
a decent pair
of
headphones.
In many
respects they
can run
rings around
similarly
priced loudspeakers. The
same holds true with active
loudspeakers as opposed
to the passive alternative
driven by power amplifiers
through a long stretch of
*speaker cable. So this
month I'm going to take a
look at this slice of the hi-fi
pie that struggles to make
an impression on the hi-fi
mainstream.

With the increasing
popularity of subwoofers,
the active loudspeaker
solution is once more
receiving some of the
recognition it deserves. It's
taken for granted (again)
that once a certain price is
reached then an active
subwoofer offers a better
solution to bass
reinforcement than a
passive one. With good
reason, too. The driver(s)
and amplification can be
almost perfectly matched,
and it saves on long runs
of ’speaker cable. There's
no reason these benefits

m DECEMBER 1997

N
=
A
—
K=
q®)
-

shouldn't apply to full-
range loudspeakers as well,
so why aren't there more
on the market?

Well, the impression
from many loudspeaker
companies is that there just
isn't the demand for them.
Yet around 10 years ago
there seemed to be plenty

from

Dominic Todd,

our man in

retailing

amplification and highish
prices meant they didn't
really receive the
recognition they deserved.

Their passive
counterparts were seen as
highly effective yet still
cheap at between £70-
£100; at more than double
the price the actives

With the increasing popularity of
subwoofers, the active loudspeaker solution is

once more receiving some of the recognition it

deserves.”

of opportunities. With the
advent of decent personal
cassette and portable CD
players. a compact pair of
active loudspeakers should
have been just the thing for
a quality system on the
move. And the potential
demand for such a
component from students
in digs, businessmen or
those who just can't
accommodate a full-size
separates system shouldn't
be underestimated.

At one point the only
option was a pair of ghastly
plastic-cased devices from
the big corporations. But it
didn't take too long for
Wharfedale and Goodmans
to offer active versions of
their Diamond and Maxim
designs. Already storming
’speakers in their own
right, the active versions
should have gone down a
treat. But whilst they
sounded heaps better than
the cheap plastic
alternatives, average

suddenly didn't seem such
good value materially. The
power amps may have
been built in, but they
weren't visible, And with
the human psyche being
what it is many didn't
realise what these tots
were doing on the shelves
next to the big boys from
Tannoy, Mission and
Celestion. Only those who
had read about them knew
what they were about.

However, the active
effect was also beginning
to take hold at the other
extreme of the loudspeaker
market. Digital gurus
Meridian did, and still do,
place much emphasis on
the advantages of active
loudspeakers. They even
went as far as placing pre-
amps and DACs inside
their *speakers, so that only
a transport was needed.

These days, with many
people using PCs there is
an increased interest in
budget active

loudspeakers. The drivers
built into computer
monitors and the dinky
add-on ’speakers almost as
small as an Oxo cube don't
do justice to the potential
offered by CD-Recordable.
Yet the original markets for
active 'speakers haven't
gone away. There are more
students than ever before,
and most quality hi-fi is
just as bulky as it's always
been, despite the best
effofts of mini-sized
separates. The plusses
haven't changed either -
althougb the quality of
loudspeaker cable has
improved over the years,
it's still a case of the
shorter the better (see
June 1997, p78).

It's also interesting to
note that active
loudspeakers have
consistently enjoyed
success in the professional
and semi-professional
markets. Soundcraft and
Tannoy are two of the best-
known companies who can
supply monitors perfect for
mobile studios and
confined spaces. The
trouble is these designs
don't tend to come cheap,
with their high-power
amps and drivers.

While, in some areas,
active 'speakers have never
really gone away, we could
yet see something of a
revival. The return of
Wharfedale's Active
Diamond is a welcome
start. But whether or not
active will have any effect
on the mainstream market
remains to be seen. Mind
you, successful or not, the
world of hi-fi would be a
much duller place without
such niche components @
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This man can’t
believe what he’s
hearing...




“...The 121 marks
the baseline
performance

above which _all
other speakers

should rise.
But do they?

Do they hell! 99

~
i.

‘terrible  three’

formidable weight.

Seasoned hi-fi critics are notoriously hard to impress.
So how come we weren’t surprised when Peter ] Comeau

enthused so fulsomely about our new 12i?

experience as a specialist hi-fi retailer,
co-founder of a highly respected UK

hi-fi manufacturer and one of the

subjective reviewing in the staid hi-fi

press of the 1970s, his opinion carries

...But 1t’s true.

Peter J Comeau is no ordinary reviewer. As designer of the only product to win
the coveted What Hi-fi Best Loudspeaker Award three times in succession,

he’s generally regarded as the guru of small speakers. With 30 years'

“Percussion is firm

and practically
floor shaking in its
intensity - just a few
bars and you are
already reaching for

your wallet. 9 9

Hi-Fi News & Record Review

“They sound like a grand’s worth of exotic compact,” he wrote in October’s Hi-Fi News.

“If Celestion can achieve this sort of performance for a miserly figure, why are most of the

speakers that arrive on the market so poor in comparison?”

Well, we can’t speak for anyone else - but we know what makes the 12i such a

rémarkable performer.

The smgoth, natural-sounding vocals? Celestion’s 19mm tweeter, whose neodymium magnet

15 ferrofluid=cooled for'improved power handling.

The phenomenal bass response?
130mm long throw bass drivers,
which allow the cone extended
movement without removing the
HF coil from the magnetic gap
where energy is most concentrated.

The acoustic purity and lack
of distortion? The use of laser
interferometry to tune out the
response peaks of conventional
speakers. Celestion crossovers
to ensure seamlessly smooth
transitions. Mounting the drivers
and reflex port in a dense
one-piece composite baffle to
minimise resonance. Cabinets
computer-designed to eliminate
box coloration.

In the words of the Hi-Fi News
lab report, “the horizontal off-axis
trace is brilliantly managed.” To the
listener, that means the same
seductive audio experience

wherever you sit in the room.

No wonder the 12i reproduces the most demanding material with such accuracy >



and emotional depth.

“Nothing prepares you for the
sound of this new model. Ask

“The coherence is extraordinary,”
Peter j Comeau remarks. “That each

listeners to guess the price,

note is so well defined is remarkable

for a speaker of this class.”

I guarantee an answer closer to

Peter concludes “When you

£500 than the spare change you

close your eyes, they (the artists)

might just as well be in the room

have to sprinkle on the counter
to own a pair. 99

with you.”
That’s the ultimate accolade for

any speaker, irrespective of price.

...At only £119, no wonder he

At only £119, no wonder he

couldn’t believe his ears.

couldn’t believe his ears.

avallable at

Avon Bristol Paul Roberts Hi-Fi 31-33 Gloucester Road, BS7 8AA 01179 429370
Bedfordshire Bedford Richard’s Audio Visual 4 Greyfriars, MK40 1HP 01234 365185
Berkshire Windsor Sonics Hi-Fi Ltd 58-60 Grove Road, SL4 1HS 01753 859721
Cheshire Cheadle Audio Council 14 Stockport Road, SK8 2AA 0161 428 7887
Cheadle Chester Audio Visual 47 St Werburgh Row, CH1 2DY 01244 320414
Crewe Roy Townsend 2-4 Victoria Street, CW1 2HE 01270 213276
Northwich Roy Townsend 39 Chester Way, CW9 5]T 01606 43691
Winsford Nordis Queens Parade, CW7 1AE 01606 593205
Warrington Warrington Audio Visual 106 Bridge Street, WA1 2BY 01925 636215
Cumbria Kendal K. Gardener Ltd Unit 5, The Westmourland, LA9 4LR 01539 721953
Derbyshire Chesterfield F.L. Smith 12 Cavendish Street, S40 1VY 01246 234953
Dorset Bournemouth Movement Audio 926 Wimbourne Road, Moordown, BH9 2HH 01202 529988
Bournemouth Strouden Park TV 472-476 Castle Lane, BH8 9UD 01202 518323
East Sussex Hove Churchers 8 Western Road, BN3 1AE 01273 324616
Essex Epping Chew & Osbourne 148 High Strect, CM16 4AG 01992 574242
Saffron Walden Chew & Osbourne 26 King Street, CB10 1ES 01799 23728
Southend-on-Sea Gateshield Ltd 19 The Royals, SS1 1DQ 01702 461634
London Palmers Green Audio Vision 349 Green Lane, N13 4JG 0181 447 8288
West HHampstead Audio T 190 West End Lane, NW6 1SQ 0171 794 7848
Hampshire Andover KLW Cook 1 The Broadway, ST10 2JF 01264 323573
Hertfordshire Hitchin David Orton Audio Visual 6 Bancroft, SG5 1JQ 01462 452248
St Albans W. Darby & Co 6 Market Place, AL3 5DG 01727 851596
Humberside Kingston-Upon-Hull  Nuway Televisions Ltd 149-151 Kingston Road, HU10 6AL 01482 651774
Kent Canterbury Canterbury Hi-Fi & Video 50 Burgate, CT1 2ZHW 01227 765315
Lancashire Lancaster Kenneth Gardener TV House, Parliament Street, LA1 1DQ 01524 39344
Wigan Ron Leigh Lid 49 Mesnes Street, WN1 1QX 01942 244696
Leicestershire Market Harborough The Auditorium 27 Adam & Eve Street, LE16 7LT 01858 461460
Middlesex Edgware Musical Images 173-175 Station Road, HA8 7JX 0181 951 5864
Ruishp TV Allied Service 70-72 Victoria Road, Ruslip Manor, HA4 0AH 01895 632217
Norfolk Kings Lynn Martins Hi-Fi 5 High Street, PE30 5AF 01533 761683
Norwich Martins Hi-Fi 85-87 Ber Street, NR1 3EY 01603 627010
Northamptonshire  Kettering Classic Hi-Fi & Video School Lane, NN16 0DH 01526 310855
Northampton Audiocraft 23-25 Deansgate, NN1 1TY 01604 36291
Northern Ireland Belfast LRG Sound & Vision 171-175 Albert Bridge Road, BT5 4PS 01232 451381
Co. Antrim LRG Sound & Vision 120 Main Street, BT40 1RG 01574 272757
Nottinghamshire Nottingham Forum Hi Fi 600-602 Mansfield Road, NG5 2FS 0115 962 2657
Scotland Aberdeen Bruce Miller’s 363 Union Street, AB9 1EN 01224 592211
Lanark Braedale Electronics Ltd 33 St Leonard Street, ML11 7AB 01555 663023
South Yorkshire Doncaster Barker & Wigfall Ltd 25 Hallgate, DN1 3NH 01302 323923
Staffordshire Stafford Roy Townsend Sheridan Centre, Gaolgate Street, ST16 2AD 01785 243669
Stoke Roy Townsend Level 2, Lewis Dept. Store, Lamb Street, ST1 1LP 01782 289114
Suffolk Ipswich Matthews Ltd 97 Foxhall Road, IP3 8]Y 01473 216121
Ipswich Eastern Audio 41 Bramford Road, 1P3 2LU 01473 217217
Sudbury System Sound 91 North Street, CO10 6RE 01787 881816
Warwickshire Leamington Spa The Leaminton Hi-Fi Co 23A Regent Street, CV32 5E] 01926 888644
Rugby Sounds Expensive 12 Regent Street, CV21 2DF 01788 540772
West Midlands Selihull Music Matters 93-95 Hobbs Moat Road, B92 1H] 0121 742 0254

This does not constitute a full list of dealers. For your nearest Celestion dealer call G

Freephone 0800 731 3410 CELESTION

Celestion Consumer Division, Dept HFW18, FREEPOST MA 1332, Eccleston Road, Tovil, Maidstone, Kent, ME15 6QP.



KITS HAVE NEVER

K5881 Mkil VALVE AMPLIFIER KIT

Russian 5881 output valves, a military version of the
American 6L6, designed for low distortion audio work.

Now with a super shunt regulated push-pull (SRPP)
input stage K5881 offers amazing sound quality. It can be
used with a simple passive pre-amp or one of our own |

pre-amplifiers, and it

loudspeakers well.

This 1s a specialised 28watt amplitier based on the
highly linear 300B triode valve. Our 3008 runs in
Class A, giving one of the most sweet, open and
neutral sounds possible today. Matched with good

loudspeakers, it is unsurpassed. All parts are
included in the kit, except valves since different

300B makes are available.

KLS3 THREE WAY CARBON-FIBRE DRIVER
LOUDSPEAKER

KLS3 uses extremely light and stiff carbon-fibre
cone drive units for a fast, accurate sound. A
dedicated 4inch carbon-fibre midrange drive
unit provides the clean, smooth and detailed
midrange characterised by superb projection.
lts high 90dB sensitivity and near flat 8ohm
impedance make it one of the easiest
loudspeakers to drive. An ideal loudspeaker

for high-end valve amplifiers.
Drive Unit & Crossover kit etc
Drive Unit Pack

£350
£230

A 20watt Class A power ampifier that uses reliable

matches

modern

Mkl with SRPP
input stage!

KLS4 TWO WAY CARBON-FIBRE DRIVER
LOUDSPEAKER

A two way standmounter using stagger-tuned
reflex loading for good bass, plus light and fast
carbon-fibre drivers.

Drive Unit & Crossover kit etc
Drive Unit Pack

£230
£120

KLS7 TWO WAY CARBON-FIBRE
FLOORSTANDER

Compact and affordable two way reflex
loudspeaker. KLS7’s slim dimensions make it
easy to accommodate, but it uses top quality

DRIVER

K588 1PSE VALVE AMPLIFIER KIT

An audiophile parallel single ended valve amplifier
at an affordable price. K5881PSE uses the reliable
Russian 5881 output valve. Its 17watts is enough to
drive most loudspeakers, making high-end sound
quality and design available to everyone. Can be
easily monoblocked to give 32watts.

carbon-fibre drivers, so perfcrmance isn't
compromised. An audiophile ba-gain.
Drive Unit & Crossover kit etc

Drive Unit Pack

£195
£110

KLS8 TWO WAY HIGH SENSITIVITY
With a sensitivity of 94dB, KLS8 needs very
litfle power. Its 10in. professional bass driver
and horn loaded tweeter give it a BIG sound.
Ideal for low power amplifiers. Provides high
level listening without fatigue!
Drive Unit & Crossover kit etc
Drive Unit Pack

£260
£175



BEEN SO GOOD!

KLPP1 VALVE PHONO PREAMPLIFIER

KLP1 VALVE LINE PREAMP

The KLP1 line level preamp uses one an
elegant cathode follower line drive circuit to
give a sound of remarkable clarity and detail.
The components are dll high quality and
Sovtek valves,
silver plated wire etc. With a gain off x1, it

include Alos volume contral,

matches our sensitive power amplifiers.
Beautifully built, with solid machined alloy

fascia and gold anodised knobs, it looks
compact and elegant in the home.

‘! )

KLPP1 has five line inputs a tape input
with monitor, and a unique low noise
valve MM/MC phono stage. There is
a switchable subsonic filter to prevent
output transformers of valve amplifiers
saturating. The line stage has gain, so
it will drive any power amplifier.

“Audio grade components are used

and many parts are custom made for
highest quality. KLPP1 has a super
sweet and detailed
through line and phono inputs.

n}—

clear sound,

NEW LOW PRICE!

plezo-electric tweeter

UPGRADE

KITS

K5881 Mkll £35
Upgrade your pre
November 1996
K5881 amphfler to
MkH status for just
£35. Includes new
7025 double trlode
input stage in place

of the original EF86

pentode
KLS3 Gold

NEW! LOW LOW
PRICE £330
Upgrade your KLS3s
to Gold status.
Includes latest oval
gold dome piezo
tweeter andpa”
components.

KLS9 TWO WAY FLOORSTANDER

Here’s a storm for you - KLS9, with its BB4
alignment bass cabinet and Audax High
Definition Aerogel 8 n bass/midrange unit.
Designed by Noel Keywood to possess
optimal bass damping and a clean step
response. Aided by a teensy bit of bass lift,
KLS9 really thunders; it will re-arrange your
furniture. But it does not waffle, falling silent
when there’s no bass in the music.

Aided by a high power 1in fabric
dome tweeter, KLS9 iis detailed, evenly
balanced and images superbly. It is an easy
120hm load and is 88dB sensitive. For
amps up to 60W. Easy to build and great
for beginners. 93cms high.

Drive units, crossover parts, wool,etc
£230
Drive unit pack 2160

KLS3 Gold Mk Il ADVANCED
TECHNOLOGY THREE WAY
LOUDSPEAKER

KLS3 Gold uses the latest version of
Audax’s innovative oval gold dome
piezo elecric tweeter, giving it the
sweetest and most extended treble.
Married to a 4in. carbon fibre cone
midrange driver for neutral and
clear reproductior, and a power®ul |
8in. bass driver for superb depth,
this is our fop-of-te-line reference
‘speaker.

Drive Unit & Crossover kit etc £575
Drive Unit Pack £450




SOUND

CONNECTIONS
TEL / FAX : 01244 401280

E-mail : sound.connections@dial.pipex.com

MAIL ORDER SUPPLIERS OF QUALITY HI-FI ACCESSORIES

The importance of

cables and accessories

is often overlooked when
purchasing a hi-fi system.
It is very easy to be scepti-
cal about c_abies because of
their app,a;rent high cost or
insubstantial appearance,
but they

can play a major pa-tin
achieving the full potential
from your system.

is now available for home trial
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We offer a popular HOME TRIAL SERVICE which
enables you to evaluate cables in your own system,
therefore ensuring you purchase the right cable.

PLEASE TEL / FAX / E-MAIL FOR OUR LATEST PRODUCT AND PRICE LIST
VAN DEN HUL ® DNM RESON @ sonicLINk ® NoRDOST @ CHORD co
xL0 ® AupIo QUEST ® KIMBER ® SENNHEISER @ sTAX @ ORTOFON
LAT @ sumiko @ LYRA @ MICHELL @ STANDS UNIQUE @ TARGET
SOUNDSTYLE ® TOWNSHEND ® 1x0s ¢ MUSICAL FIDELITY

$2 Green Lane ® Great Sutton ® South Wirral ® Cheshire ¢ L66 4LE

TELFAX
01244 401290

play -

Pl o st iR replay @dial.pipex.com

eplay is an independent hi fi speciaiist in Chester; we offer a very high standard of service which
includes home demonstrations throughout the North West, along with genumne help ; choosing or
upgrading your Hi-Fi system. All our customers are seen individually by appointment and our
demonstrations are relaxed and informal. We have a superb range of high quality products
including;

AUDIO ANALOGUE PUCCINI SE £595: Beaulifully built and finished with the most refined and
lucid sound of any amp under £1000. Pre/power soon.

AVI: Fuli range on demonstration, including the new Positron loudspeakers at £899. A new lower
cost CD player should be with us soon at around £900.

BLUEPRINT POINT ONE LOUDSPEAKERS £999. Distinctive and stylish floorstanders, very
easy to drive and with a huge detailed soundstage.

HEYBROOK LOUDSPEAKERS: The compact Heylios £389) performs superbly for its price and
size. The Quartet is a great partner for valve or low powered solid slate amplifiers.

KEWSICK AUDIO YVOLANTE AND FIGARO: Latest versions of two great speakers. The Figaro
1s one of the best miniature speakers available.

LFD MISTRAL: One of our favourites: the whole range is well styled and sounds very transparent
and punchy. The £500 integrated is exceptional.

NEAT ACOUSTICS: Critique, Mystique and Petite - all three good value speakers.
ORTOFON: We can supply any cartnidge from their range, please phone for exchange prices.

PINK TRIANGLE: Tarantella turntable and Ventrical loudspeakers. We can service all Pink decks
regardless of age.

ROKSAN CAPSIAN: Excetlent system that looks and sounds superb: can be bi amped with new
capsian power amplifier.

SONNETEER ALABASTER £899 One of the best integrated amps; very musical and involving.
TARGET: Ali Target products are usually available within a week of order.

TRICHORD: The outstanding Genesis and Revelation CD players. We also fit the clock
modifications which improve the smoothness and transparency of any CD player. Strongly
recommended.

UNISON RESEARCH: “Simply" valve amplifiers now available. Unbeatable value single-ended
amplifiers with a warm, detailed and spacious sound.

For more information on any of these products,
or for any help or advice, please phone, fax or e-mail.

DON'T MISS THE PEAKS! CR328 200 Watts RMS per Channel
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WARNING
THESE ARE EXPERT KITS, NOT FOR THE INEXPERIENCED. YOU MUST BE ABLE TO SOLDER AND READ A CIRCUIT DIAGRAM. THE VALVE KITS

CONTAIN LETHAL VOLTAGES. WE CANNOT BE HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY PROBLEMS ARISING FROM THE CONSTRUCTION OF THESE KITS.

: ORDER FORM !
! Please send your completed order form to: WORLD AUDIO PUBLISHING, 64 Castellain Road, Maida Vale, London W9 1EX g
i Tel/Fax: 0171 221 0691 or Tel: 0171 289 3533 Fax: 0171 289 5620 .
' 240/120 option - delete the voltage NOT required. Valves included except where otherwise stated. 1
: IF YOU WOULD LIKE A DATA SHEET ON ANY OF THE KITS, PLEASE WRITE A ‘D’ IN THE QTY BOX i
! WARNING - World Audio Publishing Ltd accept no responsibility for kits, parts or modifications made or supplied by third parties. 1
[} [}
| DESCRIPTION ORDER No. QTY UK OVERSEAS |
| (inc.VAT and P&P) {exc.VAT and P&P) |
| AMPLIFIER KITS i
i NEW K5881 Mkll 20W push-pull valve amplifier ...... K5881-K240/120.......cccovvveine £395 ........ £350 i
| NEW K5881 MKI BUIIt ..o K5881-B240/120 ... £595 ... ... .. £550 i
| K5881PSE 17W single-ended amplifier.................... K5881PSE-K240/120........ccovven L, £650 .. ...... £555 |
VKBBBTPSE BUilt....o.voie e K5881PSE-B240/120 ... L s £850 gelew - - ! £725 .
| 300B 28W valve power amplifier (Not inc. Valves)...300B-K240/120............o..ooovvne L £850 .. ... ... £725 i
F300B BUilt...oeoeiicicie e 300B-B240/120 ..o £1150. . ... ... £950 )
1 KLP1 line level pre-amplifier ... KLP1-K240/120 ....ooooieeiiieii L £345 . .. .. .. £295 )
FRLPT BUIM e KLP1-B240/120 ..o £545 ... ... .. £465 )
I KLPP1 valve phono pre-amplifier ... KLPP1-K240/120 ... L £495 ... ... £425 !
PKLPPT BUIM. KLPP1-B240/120 .......oooveiivveecrcne L £695 ... ..... £595 !
! LOUDSPEAKER KITS i
! KLS3 3-way carbon-fibre driver floorstanding loudspeaker ]
| Drive Units + Crossover kit e1e ..o KLS3-C oo e £350 ... .... £300 |
L DAVE UNIES. oo KLS3-D oo e £230 .. ...... £200 |
| NEW KLS3 Gold Mk I! 3-way carbon-fibre driver fioorstanding loudspeaker with piezo tweeter :
| Drive Units + Crossover kit e1C ........cccocovvvvivnninnns KLS3-C oo e, £575 ... .. £500 1
I Drive UNitS......oovooiiiiiiiiiicee e KLS3D oo i £450 .. ... ... £392 i
| KLS4 2-way carbon fibre driver standmounting loudspeaker 1
! Drive Units + Crossover kit etC ... KLS4-C .o £230 ...... .. £200 !
LDAVE UNItS..coonin e KLS4-D e L £120 . alale A £105 4
| KLS7 2-way carbon fibre driver floorstanding loudspeaker !
: Drive Units + Crossover kit etC ..o KLST-C . Sommmmmmmmmesssmnaeses s emims oot it dmqns semstomst £195 ... ... .. £170 '
1DFIVE UNItS .. o (72 o o ——————— I [FERORENSRRSERE o £110 . mws 5 some- £95 1
| KLS8 2-way high sensitivity standmounting loudspeaker i
| Drive Units + Crossover Kit etC ..........c.ocoovorrvrieenns KLSB-C ..o enceverissnsssnsssnnssnssssess L Jecoseeerescresensseeens £260 ... ..... £225 |
1 DIAVE UNIS......oovoeic et R o [ IS0 S I P S————— €175 ... ... .. £150 |
' NEW KLS9 2-way HDA driver fioorstanding loudspeaker H
| Drive Units + Crossover kit etc ..., KILSO-Cloritmmmbimemm Wiesms s il s s iwimmmmesismmommes 230y < w ST £200 1
1 D)ivE VS essmoeopcoseomaassmeseompnomseasampamooosomonas: KL SO v o mmvmimas o < sississisiszsioh s L I e g £160 .. ... .. £140 '
{ [}
: AUDAX DRIVE UNITS |
0 Carriage and packing please add £6.00 forone unit or a tweeter pair otherwise add £15.00 for 2-6 units !
! High Definition Aerogel Drivers ]
1 3inch midrange, 93dB..............coooo HMTO00ZO ..o [ ... D o o o IS £30 :
:4|nch midrange, 92dB ... HM130Z0 ... ' R B £47 ... .. ..... 240 ¢
! 6.5inch bass/mid, 91dB.........c.ccoooviiiiiiiiiii s HM170Z0 ... | [ 2 258 ey, . . . - £45 :
1 8inch bass, 91dB .. ..o HM210Z0 ..o [ |oooooos N SoAReT. . . . . £55 ]
1 10inCh bass, 900B ..............o.coovorierreecreens PR240Z0 ... NS £76 ... ... £65 1
) Carbon Fibre Drivers ]
| 4inch midrange, 90dB ............coocoiiiiiiiicree HIVISOCOTMIEETR | e @ S et S ] e e £41 ... .| ... £35 |
1 6.5inch bass/mid, 90dB............ccccooiviiniiiii HM170CO0.....oeieie e [ = e e SATEEC . . - . - £40 i
1 8inch bass, 90dB ... SV g et £ T [ [, S 2 . - o |- £50 '
| Paper Cone Drivers 1
! 10inch paper cone bass, 95dB ......cocociiiii PR24OMO ... L i S o S . 555 !
: 13inch paper cone bass, 97dB ..............ccocciiiinins PR 33 N0 sewsowsionn: A st e (0 BRI S o ot o £147 . ... ... E125 :
I Fabric Dome Tweeters !
n 25mm 92dB for 2 way systems........coccceeeiiiniiinnnn. TWO25MO ... [ [y o e — SIS . - « « . £13 ]
. 25mm 92dB for 3 way SyStemS...........cocoooveireivnnnn. TWO25M1 .o |y £16 ... | . ... £14 |
| 25mm horn loaded 97dB............ccoovvvrrereriereceane PRIZ5TT oo ) PO £25 ... ... £21 |
| 3d4mm 93dB - powerful SOUNd ...........co.ovovrvvrrienene. TWOB4X0 ..o ' et Bl Ll £26 ... .. .. £22 |
! Oval Gold Piezo electric dome tweeter, 89dB .......... HD =3P .o [ Now s130 ... | .. . £110 i
i (Please telephone for further details regarding other Audax Drive Units). i
: NAME: | enclose cheque/postal order for £ made payable to OVERSEAS PRICES

: ADDRESS: World Audio Publishing Ltd. | wish to pay by Mastercard / Visa. AND DETAILS

: Please debit my account no:

| Please allow for your own local

: import taxes (customs duties)

! and for carriage charges, which

must be added to the overseas
price. Telephone or Fax for a

| POST CODE:

'S
3

Expiry Date:

i quote.
NTRY:
| COUNTRY ' METHODS OF PAYMENT
| TEL. (DAY): Signature: International money order in

| | CREDIT CARD ORDERS TEL: 0171 266 0461 (24 hours) Sterling, Mastercard or Visa.
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Jon Marks pays a visit
to a dedicated
audiophile with a
passion for building

and designing amps.

ne Saturday afternoon a few
weeks ago | found myself in
sunny Stevenage on the trail of

a hi-fi lover and his system. With an
electronics training and a lifetime's
work in the field, Dave Winstone is in
the enviable position of being able to
design and build his own amplifiers to a
very high quality, be they solid-state or
valve, as | found out in his diminutive
listening room:

JON MARKS: Could you tell me
about these valve monobloc power
amplifiers?

DAVE WINSTONE: | designed and
built these in 1979. They're based on
the GEC KT88 circuit although they
have solid-state rectification instead of
the GZ34s and use military-grade
valves.

JM: | was just wondering if you'd tried

DECEMBER 1997

using Schottky rectifiers?

DW: No, it's just a normal full-wave
silicon bridge rectifier. But there's a
time delay to hold off the High Tension
voltage for three to four minutes to let
the valves warm up. When it does
switch on, there's a brymistor which
gives a soft-start effect to the HT. Apart
from that it's all pretty standard,
virtually component for component.
The valves are all original so it's been
running a long time on this one set.

All the components are high quality.
For example, these are wet tantalums as
the cathode bypass capacitors. This
means you can get |00uF at 100V,
which isn't normally available in solid
tantalum.

JM: What's so special about that
particular type of cap?

DW: They have lower leakage current
and last longer than standard
electrolytics. They also have better
impedance characteristics. The cathode
bypass cap is actually quite a critical
component in the output stage. It's
often not given much serious thought.
Most people just put an electrolytic in.
Mind you, some modern electrolytics
are quite good. So the wet tantalums
were probably a good idea at the time,
but nowadays you could get an
aluminium electrolytic instead.

The other unique component is the
cathode bias resistor. It's what’s known
as non-inductively wound. The windings
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| think care in the selection of
electronic and mechanical components
like these can make a lot of difference
to the finished product.

JM: | know that there are some fairly
polarised opinions in the hi-fi industry
over this, with some designers claiming
component quality has o sonic impact
on a good design, while you have others
like Ken Ishiwata who literally listen to
every single component in a piece of
hi-fi!

DW: | think if you're a hi-fi
manufacturer you have to keep your
materials' costs as low as possible
Trying to build your own amplifiers is impossible without proper test equipment. To the far without destroying completely the

right is an audio frequency generator sitting below an oscilloscope. Next to these is an Avo sound quality. When you're making
multi-meter, with a High Tension voltmeter to the left (used for setting up Quad ESL 57s something for yourself though, and it's a
and 63s). At the rear left is a digital multi-meter behind an analogue current meter and two serious hobby and you're prepared to
high-power resistors for testing power amp output levels. throw money at it, you want to go for

are arranged in such a way as to cancel there's about 200Henries

out their inductance. Again | think this is  of primary inductance

a part of the circuit normally which gives you extended

overlooked. low frequencies (down to
10Hz- 1 5Hz) without

JM: Are the signal coupling caps saturating the transformer

polypropylenes? core. The chassis

themselves are seam
DW: Yes, 500V | uF types. The rest of welded and then

the caps in the amp were some of the professionally wet painted.
best you could buy at the time: 1%
metal films for instance. JM: So you’d run out of
The best parts of the amplifiers are Hammerite then?
really the transformers. They were
wound by Partridge for me a long time DW: Yes! All the
ago to the original GEC spec. They're connections are industry-
C-core types in what they called an standard. There's an IEC
Admiralty pattern metal case. The mains  mains input and what looks
transformers are of exactly the same like a DIN connector for
construction. the signal. In fact it's a
C-core topology is better than the Bficon. Look around the
I/E stacks often used because it has supermarkets and you'll
superior magnetic characteristics and find check-out girls use
can be made physically smaller, these. You put the plug in
therefore the capacitance that leaks and you can't pull it out
between primary and secondary can be unless you pull this collar
minimised. This improves high- back. It's not my favourite
frequency performance (up to connector but it does stop
approximately 50kHz in this case). The accidental disconnection of
| 6-section windings also provide very the input signal occurring.
close coupling between primary and The outputs are standard Another of Dave’s favourite loudspeakers is the rare Ferrograph S|
secondary. Belling and Lee binding monitor with its transmission-line loaded bass and midrange units
In the case of these transformers, posts. and Goodmans tweeter.
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better components than commercial
manufacturers can afford to use.

JM: Getting back to the amps, people
must have thought you were a bit of a
weirdo building a valve amp in the
Seventies.

DW: Well, | just wanted a valve amp
for myself. In those days, it was before
the thermionic resurgence. Some
people even offered me transistors and
wanted to take the valves away!

JM: | see you're running a couple of
pairs of loudspeakers in your room
(14ft. by 14ft.) - Heybrook Quartets and
Magneplanar SMGa panels. | know the
Magneplanars aren't a particularly
friendly load. Do you advocate the use
of valve amps with them?

DW: No, | don't recommend driving
Magneplanars with valves. I've spent
many years with Maggies, and feel there
isn’t really enough low-end clout or
current from a valve amp, especially for
a four-ohm ‘speaker that can dip as low
as two ohms.

For the Quartets, which are
unusually efficient, the monoblocs make
a great match because they sweeten the
Heybrooks' rather lively sound. | found
the best partner was an Orelle SA100.
It's a Direct-Coupled, 50watt integrated
amp with a DC servo

The Class A power amp is made from high-grade

components, including a pair of huge heatsinks to keep it

running cool (ish!)
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in it. I'm even using it to drive the
Maggies until | get my own solid-state
amp polished off.

JM: That's the rather warm-running
device which looks like an aluminium
filing cabinet?

DW: You could say that!

Sitting on Dave's kitchen table
and almost bending its legs was a
large brushed aluminium box with
massive heatsinks. This is Dave's
own pure Class A power amp,
which was designed to drive
difficult loudspeakers like the
Magneplanars. With 54watts into
8ohms and |08watts into 4ohms,
it isn't short on current either.
The reason for this, and the
bulk of the amp's weight, is a
1.25kVA toroidal transformer
with top-grade Ml steel
laminations and two sets of reservoir
capacitors - one pair of | 50000uF caps
which feed the output stage and another
pair of 30000uF for the input and driver
stages. These caps take their power
from individual high-power bridge
rectifiers to minimise inter-stage
interference through the power
supplies. The power supply as a whole is
fitted to aerospace vibration mounts
which stop vibration getting into the

PCBs which carry the rest of the
amp's components.
Ensuring there's never a
shortage of current are eight
pairs of output transistors per
channel. Heading up the front
of the amp is an LM394 long-
tailed pair input made up of
super-matched transistors
etched onte the same wafer
of silicon. This means there’s
no switch-on thump, despite
the fact that the lighting dims
when you turn the amp on!
There are three
military-grade
potentiometers fitted to the
front panel, two of which
set the bias level in each
channel (normally 3A) and
one the volume.
Dave's not resting on

Hi-Fi World’s editor attempts to look nonchalant while

singeing his elbows on Dave’s Class A power amp.

his amp laurels though, and is going to
convert this amplifier to Direct Coupled
operation, having been impressed by the
way the Orelle SA100 works. In the
meantime component tweaking is the
order of the day, with a range of
alternative input caps to alter the

sound.

Listening to Dave’s system driving
the Magneplanars, | was surprised to
hear dipoles working so well in such a
small room. With a Meridian 508 CD
player as the source, the sound was
crisp, smooth, fast and very rhythmic. If
you haven't heard the SMGas before
(which are now obsolete, having been
replaced by the SMGcs), imagine the
character of a ribbon tweeter extended
to cover midrange and bass as well.
There was a freedom to this system's
delivery that made direct-radiator
loudspeakers sound forced and sluggish
by comparison. And while imaging
wasn't pin-sharp - the Magneplanars
really need more room - the sound
stage was impressively open.

A change of loudspeaker and
interconnect cables - at the moment
Dave’s using DIY versions from Maplin -
to something a bit more costly should
further improve matters, and who
knows what other home-brew
equipment is lurking in the future?
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PORTISHEAD|

PORTISHEAD
POLYDOR 539 189-2

Somewhere in space, an extraterrestrial
band hurtled through time. Then,
ethereal and free-floating, the pioneers
of the Bristol Trip-Hop scene once
again touched down after an almost
three-year absence.

Since the highly-acclaimed, double-
platinum selling debut Dummy and a
Mercury music award to boot,
Portishead have quite rightly been
wrestling with the content and concept
of its successor.

It has been worth the wait - just!
And what imagination is lacking in the
album’s title is more than compensated
for by the range of influences within.
The problem is, these influences are the
same ones we heard on Dummy, and,
like that offering, this album is a totally
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disorienting experience - perhaps even
more so. Indeed, Portishead have out-
Portisheaded themselves to create a
series of tracks darker, more sinister
and more depressing than their debut.

Once again mixing Geoff Barrow’s
clever studio techniques and Adrian
Utley's densely-layered guitar work,
Portishead have reproduced that all-
familiar haunting sound. As a lead the
guitar is hardly ever used and the bass
more sparsely still - it seems to play one
note over and over again.

Then there’s Beth Gibbons, the diva
with a fondness for 1950s and 1960s
torch songs, a sort of latter-day Julie
London with a taste for the surreal. And
it's her fractured Eartha Kitt vocals
which give the music its vital unsettling
soul.

Right from the first track,
'‘Cowboys', there is a distinctly heavier
feel. Here, the bass has been turned up
to the full to give the sound of an
earthquake, one that rumbles the entire
living room. And Beth’s voice is
astounding - morbidly seductive like a
jealous girl seeking cruel revenge against
an errant lover and far stronger than
the little lost girl who sang “Nobody
loves me. . .” on Dummy.

Next up is 'All Mine', a slow-paced
cabaret-type song which starts with a
familiar James Bond signature that cuts
to the quick with Beth’s haunting vocals.

Many of the songs, but specifically
'Half Day Closing', 'Over' and 'Humming'
grind through quasi sci-fi themes in a

dance & ambient
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John Clarke

similar way to how Lalo Schiffrin’s
Mission: Impossible theme was deployed
so effectively on Dummy.

It is all pretty down-beat, angst-
ridden stuff. Slow, mysterious and
morose, Portishead are perhaps just a
little bit too exclusive and self-indulgent
for 1997. Times have changed, and with
the country experiencing its most up-
beat period for over a decade, it doesn’t
quite sit right. Save Portishead for those
desperate moments such as the return
of Maggie and the Tories.

SONGS

s RUE GHY

cARTER

SEPTEMBER SONGS: THE MUSIC
OF KURT WEILL
SONY 01-063046-10

Kurt Weill - who! German and with
quite a few famous musical fans
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apparently. It hardly ranks as
mainstream but September Songs has an
intriguing assemblage of the great and
good doing their bit as a tribute. With
the majority of the pieces from the
Weimar period, September Songs
conjures up the brash, satirical times of
Berlin before the jackbooted Nazis
marched in,

A time of cabaret and Brecht, it was
a fun, frivolous time, famous for the sort
of debauchery and mystique hardly
imaginable in the West Germany of
today. The songs, however, mostly
depict the fallen, the beggars and the
murderous fools who populated the
decadent city during the *20s and *30s.

BE HERE NOW
CREATION CRECD219

Will the 21st of August 1997 forever
become etched on the minds of every
youth in the UK? It was, after all, the
release date of the new Oasis album,
man! They’re the People’s musicians
and don’t we all love them.

And the hype!? Self-billed as the
greatest Rock album ever, the sleeve is
laden with Rock’s past
paraphernalia and the group
even managed to park a
Roller in the pool - after all,
throwing in the television is
getting a bit passé.

Yet, as a statement, it is
very telling about the boys
from Burnage - they are up
for it, mad for it. More than
any other band of the
moment they are cocksure,
arrogant and LARGE. Be
Here Now is in yer face
right from the start.

And these songs are
LARGE - they aren’t meant
for personal stereos but for
Earl's Court, and only the
loudest of plays does them
justice. They have that all-
familiar background hum -
reverb gone wild - that we
associate with an Oasis record. Indeed,
on first listen Be Here Now hits you
like an avalanche, a total wall of sound;
one guitar anthem after another, just
because Noel has the languid wrist
action of someone who finds it all too
easy.

Noel's multi-layered guitars chime
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In fact, the album has a decidedly left-
field conviction.

How apt then that Nick Cave, fresh
from his Murder Ballads, kicks off the
proceedings giving possibly the most
famous of Weill’s songs his inimitable
treatment. 'Mack The Knife' sounds
more sinister than ever, Nick's sneering
vocals triumphing against what is
probably the most shambolic backing
group in history.

P] Harvey follows in eager pursuit
with her sophisticated rendition of
'Ballad Of The Soldier's Wife', a song
which towers over the rest of this
collection alongside Betty Carter’s
moody, Jazz-Blues version of 'Lonely

all the way from start to finish with
little in the way of modernity. He's
sticking to a winning formula for the
moment and who can blame him?
Some treated guitar codas and white
noise add to the distinctiveness. Above
all though, it is really heavy, man.

On further listens it becomes
apparent that there is a lot more going
on than you might think - there are
some classic singalongs, sentimental
tunes and real feeling. Yes, there are

some top tunes here,

The fuelled noise of the brilliant
opener, the single ‘D’You Know What
| Mean’, sets the pattern, leading up to
the monstrous Led Zeppelin sounding
‘My Big Mouth’. It then yields to the
more familiar Paul McCartney territory
of ‘Magic Pie’, which sounds as if it

House'.

The stature of P] Harvey is in no
small measure boosted by what follows
from David Johanson. His 'Alabama
Song' is poor indeed, showing that the
Glam ex-New York Dolls singer must
rue the day he ever hung up his
platform shoes.

All the other usual suspects appear
- Elvis Costello, of course, and Lou
Reed sounding very deadpan and
sticking strictly to guitar, drum and bass
with the title track 'September Song'.

For sentimentalists, September Song
is worth getting for the performances of
two masters of the written word alone.
For there’s Bertolt Brecht, no less, with

were written circa 1968 alongside
Revolution and is uncannily sung by
Noel as if by Paul.

Beatles references abound of
course. There are the 'All You Need Is
Love' string orchestrations of the
cloying ‘Stand By Me’ and the swelling
harmonies of 'All Around The World',
nothing short of a communal 'Hey
Jude'. Then there’s always the mention
of 'Helter Skelter' on 'Fade In-Out’ for
sharp trainspotting types.

With Beatles and Led Zep
influences vying for so much
attention it is easy to miss
the sensitive, wistful side to
the songs. Most notable is
‘Don’t Go Away’, a gentle
acoustic hush in the overall
scheme of rampancy: and it
works nicely.

Be Here Now is a meaty,
big and bouncy offering of an
album. Highly polished yes,
and no big diversion from
the previous two, it still
features seriously good
music. However, it is true to
say Oasis haven’t done much
new and have gone more
along with their fans' wishes.

It is easy to criticise Oasis
when you see the brilliant
switch that Radiohead have
pulled from The Bends - a
great album - to this year’s OK
Computer - a brilliant album.

So fair enough, this time we will
happily go along for the ride. Anyway,
it's fun. But let’s finish with the words
of Liam on ‘Stand By Me”: “What's the
matter with you. . . sing me something

”

new.
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his 'Mack The Knife' as it is supposed to
sound. And then there's William
Burroughs croaking a painful "What
Keeps Mankind Alive? Unfortunately, he
did not discover the answer soon
enough, dying only recently.

SONY 01-488758-10

Finlay Quaye is clearly a man in love, in
love with good times, women and
positive things; his album is a statement
to life itself. This is the ultimate feel-
good release and has a warmth that no
other record has displayed so far this
year.

Since Finlay graced us with his debut
single 'Sunday Shining', an old Bob
Marley song, earlier this year, he has

" been making a bit of a name for himself.
Having lived in Edinburgh, Manchester
and London he quite understandably has
his musical feet in many camps.
Thankfully his musical style is his own
and does not run in tandem with his
famous uncle, Tricky, though at times
the results are not too dissimilar. We
have the moody, Trip-Hoppy 'l Need A
Lover' near the end of the album which,
though Tricky-inspired, also contains
some interesting backwards Hendrixy
guitar.

In design and spirit the album is far
closer to Reggae, suggested by the
heavy Rastafarian patois he draws on
for most tracks. Finlay actually limbers
up Maverick A Strike with the Marley
sounding 'Ultra Stimulation' before
lurching from the early raw-roots feel of
'The Way Of The Explosive' to the
frustratingly insipid Reggae-Pop
favoured by the likes of Aswad with
'Sweet And Loving Man'.

Frequently delving into Motown and
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Soulesque arrangements, Finlay fuses
strings and Hip-Hop grooves to
sometimes startling effect - check the
great and understated 'Even After All'
or 'It's Great When We're Together'
where he tellingly reveals his aptitude
for Sout by crooning like Al Green
meets Marvin Gaye.

Maverick A Strike is a refreshing
contrast to the twisted, cynical
ramblings of Tricky and, let’s face it
numerous other contemporaries in the
area of Rap and Dance, without
suffering from the deliberate
commercialism of, say, Swing.

Maverick A Strike is both uplifting
and brilliant in its lightness of touch. If
there is a weakness, then it's probably
that Finlay Quaye’s consummate
mastery of so many different styles has
left him little room to develop his own.
We shall just have to wait and see on
that point.

A\ CHANGH

CiD 8060/524 433-2

It might seem like longer, but the last
time we heard from Soul Il Soul was
back in 1995. It was then that the once-
powerful kings of the British Soul
movement brought out Volume 5. Can
anyone name a single track off that
release though? It goes without saying
that Volume 5 became effectively a
missing volume.

Now Soul Il Soul have returned with
the apocalyptically titled Time For
Change. And yes, it really is time for a
change - Jazzy B and pals have been
living off the memory of Back To Life
for close on nine years now. It's
definitely time for something different,
but what we get, unfortunately, is
Volume 6. Can it be as dreary as it

sounds? Sadly yes it can.

Kicking off with ‘Camdino Soul’, a
lazy Ambient instrumental with the
occasional Breakbeat, it's difficult to get
too excited. It would probably go down
well supporting a mineral water advert.
However, to support the burgeoning
British Soul scene and the residents of
NWI, it's got less elastic than a 20-
year-old pair of grubby Y-fronts.

Next up is ‘Pleasure Dome’, the
best song on the album, which finds
Jazzy B grappling with a summery
Swingbeat number. Add strings and soft
harmonies and what we have is Soul |l
Soul at their best. The rest of the album
is more stock in trade, particularly the
second half which passes by almost
uneventfully.

The main problem is the absence of
a production talent like Nellie Hooper
or a singer like Carol Wheeler to pull it
out of the mire.

Jazzy B has tried a number of things
with Time For Change - a bit of Soul, a
touch of Reggae, a dash of Drum 'n’
Bass, but by the end it becomes a bit
irrelevant. All in all not even jazzie B’s
lyrical positivity can save this album.

lock
oy
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TRANSMISSIONS VOLUME 1
POSITIVA 7243 8 595902 8

This selection comes courtesy of John
Aquaviva, Detroit Electro father-figure
who is found here applying his years of
DJing experience to a stack of tracks by
hard-nuts like lan Pooley, Basement Jaxx
and Plastikman,

Transmissions accompanies an
‘electronic music’ radio series on Energy
108, Toronto and 89X, Detroit which is
quickly building a massive underground
following in the States. As an up and
coming genre however, the definitions
are still pretty vague. For example, there
aren't any well-known headlining tracks
to epitomise the ‘electronic’ sound. This
might be due to the fact that most
tracks are fairly indistinct in character.
The convention must be that the
rhythm is set rigid, the melody is
minimal and the beats go on and on - at
times you'd be forgiven for thinking that
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the record was stuck. That said, this
Aquaviva mix would be an awesome
experience banging out of a PA system
live.

Transmissions is best saved up for
one of those aggressive, adrenaline-
driven moods. John Aquaviva's mixing is
absolutely seamless and as a flowing
soundtrack the compilation makes for
cracking listening. The album also
showcases the talents of 17 up-and-
coming producers - hear them first
here, if you reckon you're hard enough
to take it.

r

EXPERIENCE

1

SreerEEEK |
|

IATERACTIVE PEOJECT

GROOVEBOX EXPERIENCE
QUEST CD4855.2

Question Mark Record’s Groovebox
Experience is a concept album with a
difference. For a start it's a compilation
of tracks generated by Roland’'s MC303
Groovebox and nothing else. Secondly,

|

Sara
Davis

Leon
Palmer

it's interactive, and we're not talking
tacky CD-ROM. Those who have access
to said piece of Roland techno-wizardry
are cordially invited by the artists to
download a track and see if they can do
any better. And there’s an incentive; the
best remix gets released. Might even get
a review!

The concept belongs to French
Trance producer Dado (formerly a
Transwave twin) who has enlisted the
artistry of a variety of top
Trance/Techno acts for the album. The
credits read diverse and techy - X-
Dream, Sean X and Infra Orange as well
as Question Mark’s own Cypher and
Deedra. Stylistic influences are said to
stretch as far afield as House, Drum 'n’
Bass and Breakbeat, but in this instance
the Techno definitely rules. With a
sequencer that boasts over 500 sounds
and a wide range of effects, who could
limit themselves to a cheesy House
number?

Groovebox Experience is hailed as a
revolutionary link between artist and
audience. Unfortunately, unless you are
a Trance/Techno producer already you
probably won't have access to the
MC303 (doesn’t that kind of defeat the
object?) Us lesser mortals have two
choices. We could enjoy the creativity
of an album that blends Blue Room-type
Trance (Blue Room Released label - a
subsidiary of B&W loudspeakers) with
underground rhythms and a sound-
effects paint box, or heartlessly befriend
a sound engineer and make him lend us
the kit so we can join in too. Hey,
sound engineers need friends too.
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BASIC BLAZE
SLIP LP & CD6|

Ever get nostalgic and long for a musical
reminder of the memories, sounds and
noises of your misspent youth? You do?
Well, for those among us who are long
enough in the tooth to turn up our
noses at cringe-inducing 'House
Classics' compilations but still pine for
the days when we danced on the bass
bins milking huge, imaginary cows, this
album is dedicated to you.

If the name Blaze doesn’t conjure up

dance & ,am_blent record of the Hﬂl "

SOUNDS LIKE PARIS
PAN 1001CD

"| Sounds Like Paris gives a
view of some of the most
interesting music to come
out of the French capital in
recent years. Forget Daft
Punk, current bearers of the
Disco Punk mantle, this
eclectic collection takes in a
wave of French House as
well as a fine helping of
Breakbeat, Hip-Hop and
Latin Jazz. Only the sound of
fizzing mopeds is absent.

A slippery, sleazy, bumpy
ride kicks off with the
obligatory hard-assed Disco
romp which sets the tone -
rough. Like a jaunt around
the night spots of Paris we
are given glimpses of dazzling magic but
can't quite decide where it comes from
- cool retro or innovative new beats.

The third track gives a clue to the
answer and provides
Daphleephunkateerz a chance to show

strobe-filled images of the underground
Garage/House scene of the late Eighties,
then their music certainly will. Veterans
of US House since their first album in
1987, Blaze were swiftly snapped up by
the Motown label for whom they
recorded their seminal album 25 Years
Later in 1990.

Since then they've been putting it
about as producers as well as writers of
club hits like the Garage groover
‘Hideaway’ for Delacy in 1995. If you're
looking for some high energy music to
cheer you up as we enter winter but
you can't face another ear bashing from
the Prodigy, Basic Blaze may get you
sorted.

A smooth mixture of soulful vocals,
funky basslines and jazzy instrumentals,
this album’s strength is in its original
Chicago House feel and its connection
to the old days (or daze!) Indeed, it has
the potential to start a whole
generation of past-it 20-somethings
clubbing again.

Unless you're a bloody-nosed
Techno head, and you won’t have read
this far if you are, the best tracks have
to be the ones featuring Alexandra

Hope on vocals. ‘The Garden’ is dreamy

off their scratching skills albeit only in
livening up an all too familiar Disco
Punk groove. Next up however is the
classic Hip-Hop ballad, 'No, No, No',
or 'Non, Non, Non' sung in French by
the enchanting voice of Melaaz.

House, loved up and at its finest. The
most sought-after Garage/Soul singer in
Dance music has a voice which could
reduce a bouncer to tears and the
backing track has just enough beef to
make the floor shake. ‘Wishing You
Were Here' personifies the original
mood of House with its raw, funky
flavours.

As for the rest of the album, many
would be ideal party fillers but lack the
strength to stand out alone.
‘Klubtrance’ is full of trumpets and
fanfares and probably deserves its own
one. ‘My Beat’ reminds us that this
really is a record made in 1997 in New
York, pumped up with Latin Jazz
influences on top of a Todd Terry
Breakbeat. ‘Sacred Sex’ finishes the
album with a '97 fusion of all the above
styles and gives a view of Blaze's slightly
tongue-in-cheek idea of a sexy song,
complete with a woman's personal
guide and mentions of holy-ghost love,
whatever that is!

All you original house heads, don't
be shy. Give this the once over because,
even if you do only go out twice a year,
there’s a good chance you'll be milking
that cow to some of these tracks.

\{‘Jr ]

We then enter the
Latin quarter, and leave
with the Deep House
sounds gaining the upper
hand. Definitely my main
course on this trip, this
section is very Deep
Dish, with sax noises
sexy enough to whip
cream.

There is a couple of
fillers. La Funk Mob's
contribution is one of
these. That's unless
you're into the type of
wailing female vocals that
are more suited to the
old Star Trek theme than
anything else.

But be bold. If you're
worried about going
places no man has gone
before, the penultimate
track by Le Chatte Rouge has a
wonderfully calming effect, floating us
through a fantasy land of soulful
squeaks and tweaks. There’s more to
Paris than Perrier and pastries, as you
owe it to yourself to find out @
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MAKE YOUR REGA SOUND ORANGES
AS GOOD AS A LINN &

Fibrelam plinth kits, Megabearings, 8 LEMONS

power supplies and Rega tonearm CRANGES & LEMONS
rewires from £70 and upwards. Juicy fruit from London’s freshest
hi-fi / home cinema retailer.
There’s a lot of potential upgrading Free home installation + credit cards,
it fin v
in your deck - telephone or e-mail - c(:f:,ite:t fonsffafug.lable
for info pack. ARCAM, B&W, CABLETALK,
u J CHORD CO, DENON, EPOS, KEF,
MARANTZ, MICROMEGA, NAD,
4 N\ NAIM, NEAT, QUAD, REGA,

MAKE YOUR LP12 SOUND ROKSAN, ROTEL, ROYD, RUARK,

SOUNDSTYLE, STANDS UNIQUE,

AS GOOD AS A MANTRA YAMAHA

Fibrelam subchassis with Now in our third tangy year
, , THE INNOVATIVE
Megabearing and motor rebuild, AUDIO RETAILER
power supplies and tonearms from 0171-924 2040
£330 upwards. Manticore Mistral 61/63 WEBBS ROAD, CLAPHAM, SW11

System Integrity wired phono stage
now available. ... & listening rooms

RRP SALE

CD PLAYERS
\. / THETA DATA CD/LD TRANSPORT 3200.00 1699.00 D
MERIDIAN 606 DAC - 29500  SH
MICROMEGA STAGE ONE 549.99 379.00 D
\ MICROMEGA STAGE TWO 599.99 459.00 D
MERIDIAN 207 . 29500  SH
MAKE YOUR MANTRA || [itiiie .
TRICHORD PULSAR | DAC 1395.00 895.00
MERIDIAN 506 18 BIT 995.00 695.00
MERIDIAN 500 TRANSPORT 1245.00 875.00
S 0 U N D EV E N B E"TE R MICROMEGA STAGE 4 559.00 422.00 N
MICROMEGA STAGE 5 750.00 527.00 N
MICROMEGA STAGE 6 950.00 66700 ND
. MICROMEGA DRIVE 2 999,00 699.00 D
Take your Mantra up to Magister MICROMEGA DACY P wm
AMPS
QUAD 77 INT 650.00 45500 DN

level. And then spend your money AUDIO RESEARCHLS3 bRE "t e e S

HARMON KARDON AVR30

. ) PRO LOGIC RECEIVER 1000.00 B0 D
BEARD P50 PWR AM 39500 S/H
on VlnYI . OVGI’ 4,000 pre'enjoyed MOD. SQUAD DE-LUXE 995.00 29500  S/H
AURA AU100 AMP 350,00 219.00 D
. . ANGSTROM HOME THEATRE DIRECTOR 349500 220000 D
vinyl records in stock from £3 and T D D
LOUDSPEAKERS

rie QUAD 10L CHERRY 595.00 416.00 D
upwards. Amplifier and CD N — e
SONUS FABER EXTREMAR . 350000 SH
d iali t SLATE STANDS FOR SONS FABERS (CUSTOM MADE) 00500 2.0 b
upg radges a SpeCIa I y B&W DM305 349.00 249.00 D
KEF CODA 9 299.00 219.00 D
K / EPOS ES22 1185.00 999.00 D
APOGEE CENTAUR 795.00 D
TANNOY 637 49990 349.90 D
TANNOY 636 419.90 295.00 D
MANTICORE AUDIO VISUAL | |#i -

V Sharehold Th 1d Ti ith’ UAD 77 TUNER TLNERs 699.90 499.00

Al 5 .
MAYV Shareholders Ltd, The Old Tinsmith’s, e RS w
1 1 Al TUS! 259.90 179.00 D
Shortmead Street, Biggleswade, Bedfordshire, L i
SG18 OAP, United Kingdom NAKAMICHI DR3 (ALM STUNUSE‘DN” e 339.00 9.00 D
AKA (ALMO! D) 0 2294
Tel: O 1 767 3 1 8437 . Fax: O l 767 3 1 8462 VARIOUS HIGH QUALITY CABLES INC. COJELCO, VDH REVELATION ETC PHONE FOR
Visa, Mastercard, Delta, Switch, cheque and wonga taken ) ’ DETAILS- SUPER PRICES
E-mail: manticore @dial.pipex.com D=ExDem S/H=Sccond Hand N=New
Web: http://dialspace.dial.pipex.com/manticore/ 161 OLD BROMPTON ROAD, LONDON, SW5 OLJ
\ J TEL: 0171-2447750/59 FAX: 0171 3700192
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SOUND OF LOVE
WINTER AND WINTER 910 008-2

Sound Of Love is one of the first batch
of releases on the newly-launched
Winter and Winter. It looks to be an
extraordinary series, if only for its
packaging. Each release - the set
includes work by such contemporary
Jazz worthies as Marc Ducret and more
work by Paul Motian (but in a big-band
context) alongside pieces by Bach and
Schubert - comes in gorgeous
corrugated card cases with really fine
graphics and images. Additionally, as far
as | can make out, the albums are all
20-bit remastered - they certainly all
sound wonderful (the Bach recording of
two of the cello suites is among the
most beautifully recorded I've heard).

Anyway, you get the picture: this is
class stuff. And with the constant
avalanche of CDs released into the
marketplace every day, let alone week,
it's refreshing to see - and hear - a new
label which clearly stands out.

Of the batch, my personal favourite
is Sound Of Love, which captures
drummer Paul Motian's long-standing
trio performing a live residency at New
York's famous Village Vanguard club last
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summer. In contemporary Jazz terms,
this trio has been around a long time
now - perhaps a decade and a half - and
brings together three of the most
remarkable and deeply sympathetic
musicians working in Jazz today.

Bill Frisell, of course, I've wanged on
about an awful lot in this column, and
with good reason. He is easily one of
the most original and now increasingly
influential Jazz guitar players of his
generation, except that 'Jazz guitar’
barely begins to describe what he does.
His melding of Hard Bop lines and
chords, bursts of Thrash Metal
distortion, pedal steel-like inflections
and insistently Folkish melodies has
forged one of the most unique
approaches the instrument has ever
seen.

The really salient thing about Frisell
is that from the late '60s onwards,
electric Jazz guitar playing has generally
meant some level of virtuosic
grandstanding. Frisell takes his cues
from altogether different sources than
most Jazz-Rock guitar players, and
there's no question that his playing is
inherently more musical. Likewise, tenor
saxophonist Joe Lovano stands out
among contemporaries if only because
he doesn't sound like a cleaned-up
imitator of either John Coltrane or
Woayne Shorter. Rather, his by-turns
obliquely angular and richly lyrical
playing recalls earlier influences, while
remaining somehow more genuinely
modern than many more self-
consciously modernist players.

Drummer Paul Motian, meanwhile,
should be a truly legendary Jazz name.
As an associate of pianist Bill Evans,
Motian helped define an approach to
Jazz improvising which embraced both
the free and the romantic and which has
influenced two or three generations of
Jazz musicians with a certain inclination.

Simon
Hopkins

It's an approach which certainly
moulded much of the music on the
German Jazz label ECM, which for 20
years has provided a home for much of
Motian's work, both as a leader and as a
sideman. It was ECM which first saw this
trio record together, though since then
they've recorded extensively for JMT,
from which, | believe, Winter and
Winter has grown.

Sound Of Love captures the group
in the most intimate manner - close
mic'd in a small club space, giving a very
different sound to their ECM debut.
And it's a joy.

The material the group covers here
is fairly typical, from Thelonius Monk's
loping ‘Mysterioso’ (Frisell in particular
has made much of Monk over the last
few years and it's not difficult to see
why; the guitarist's disjointed, almost
awkward solos have taken so much
from the pianist) through to several
pieces by Motian himself (Motian is a
hugely-underrated composer, whose
deeply touching ‘Once Around The
Park’ is, for my money, this album's
highlight).

Through this variegated material the
group weave solo and group
improvisations which demonstrate an
amazingly high order of musicianship, a
musicianship which relies not on flashy
histrionics but on an almost telepathic
interplay, their lines so empathetic
there's almost a composed feel to their
work. That they can pull this off of
course owes much to each player's own
tremendous craft, but it owes much,
too, to the time they've spent together.
The circumstances of contemporary Jazz
make it unusual for a group to spend as
long a period together as this one. They
easily demonstrate why that's such a
pity.

A fabulous record by an essential
group.
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THE HEATH BROTHERS
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AS WE WERE SAYING. . .
CONCORD CCD-4777-2

If you're thinking that you didn't know
our jovial ex-PM with the yachts and
the orchestra actually had any brothers,
stop reading this now and go outside to
clear your head.

None of these brothers is called
Edward. Instead, the Heaths in question
are bass and cello man Percy (who has
graced so many recordings by the
Modern Jazz Quartet), sax player Jimmy
(best known as a composer) and
drummer Albert (Tootie) who has quite
a substantial CV with Herbie Hancock,
as well as being Connie Kay's
replacement (if that were possible after
the latter's sad demise) with the
aforementioned MJQ.

They may be excellent musicians in
their own right, but here they are
backed by a sterling group; Sir Roland
Hanna and Stanley Cowell on ivories,
Slide Hampton's trombone, Mark Eif's
guitar, John Faddis on brass and James
Mtume on percussion.

With such close links to the MJQ
you might expect something more
along the lines of that group's stylish,
light and airy Jazz, but this is harder,
more sassy and bouncy with less rigidity
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of style than the MJQ's almost stately
work.

The Heaths wrote six of the tracks,
with the balance made up by
Mertz/Dorsey's 'I'm Glad There Is You’,
Strayhorn/Latouche/Ellington's
'‘Daydream’ and Navarro's 'Nostalgia'.

The whole album is mid-paced
mainstream really, but where so many
players make an album like this boring,
the Heaths breathe vitality and energy
into it, making of it something precious.

AY

METAMORFOLLOW-G

ALLTONE ALTR 001

A blistering, funky debut from Remy,
who boldly strolls into sub-'70s Funk
and gives you the best of the genre
without being reduced to bombast and
cliché.

Quite a few crimes have been
perpetrated in the name of style since
Funk's renaissance, but this is a CD
with class oozing from every pit and
pore of its surface. So much so, in fact,
that | would have gladly settled for a
slightly rougher, less clinically clean mix
to give the release a little more
atmosphere. Then again, you can't
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expect the earth for a measly fifteen
quid, can you?

Speaking of readies, spent on this
CD they'll net you twelve tracks, ten of
which are penned by Remy, the other
two being the Stones’ 'Miss U' and
Wonder's 'Spring High'. A good, solid
Jazz album.

DON BRADEN

Lhe voice of the

THE VOICE OF THE
SAXOPHONE
RCA 09026 68797 2

Since | mentioned Jimmy Heath's ability
as a composer earlier, I'll begin here by
saying that he wrote the title track of
this particular release. I'll also mention
that this CD bears the legend 'A
collection of great songs of
saxophonists, as performed by the Don
Braden Octet', which in reality
translates into seven good tracks by
other composers and three by Braden
himseif.

In some musicians this could be
construed as egotism but Braden, as
well as the band, turns in such an
excellent performance that he may well
be forgiven for what looks like
precocity.
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AUDIO EXCELLENCE 65 Park Street, Brstol BSI
SPB Tel 01179 264975 Fax 01179 251327 All thacs
best in hi-fi carefully selected and demonstrated by
friendly knowledgeable staff, at prices to suit all
budgets. Delivery and installation, home dems, part
exchange. in-house workshops. full credit facilities
with interest free on selected items Tuesday
Saturday 900~ 530 Closed Monday

THE RIGHT NOTE Tel. (01225) 874728 Give
your ears a nuw uference point for the best sounds
at any pricz. Forges romews and trying to put togashar
a system Me a patchwork quift with the "best™ bits
around It's our job to do the assessing. you jucge the
rasults. Come here. or we'll come to you, and plan a
system for the future. even if you spread the
purchases Leave “upgrade-ttis™ behind, save money
and enjoy music Just listen. and you'll know Ask also
about our ex-dem and mint used items if you must!
Our credenuals - CD Acurus, Audio Synthesis,
Classe, Enlightened Audio Design, Meracus, Orelle,
Wadia, XTC Vinyl: Basis, Graham, Michell, Sumiko
Amps Acurus, Audio Sculpture, CAT, Classé, DNM.
Kora, Lumley, Meracus, Michell. Orelle. Sirius.
Sonneteer, XTC Speakers Audio Artistry. Audio
Physic, Ethos, Harbeth, Lumley, Magneplanar, Mirage.
NEAT, Spendor, Totem. Tuners: Fanfare, Magnum
Dynalab. Cables: Chord, DNM, Silver Sounds,
ScmcLink, Tice

BEDFORDSMIRE
RICHARD’'S AUDIO VISUAL 4 Greyfriars
Bedford. Tel 01234 365165 Stockists of Arcam,
Audioguest, Bayer, B&W, Bose. Cable Tall, Celmtion.
Cyrus Denon, Heybrook, Marantz, Mission, Moth.
Nakamichi, Ortofon, Pioneer, Pro-Ject, Quad, REL.
Rotel, Royd, Ruark, Sennheiser, Sound Style,
Systemdek, Target, Teac, Thorens, van den Hul &
more! Expert friendly service : Listening room.
Pioneer Reference Pomt Visa | Access.

EENKSHIRE

AUDIO T 4 Queens Walk, Broad Street Mall,
Reading (0118) 958-5463. Great Value on Acoustic
Energy. Arcam. Audiolab, B&W. Cyrus, Denon,
Dynaudio, Linn, Marantz, Micromega, Mission, Naim,
Nakamichi, Quad, Rega. Rotel, Royd Trichord
Research, Yamaha & many more Tues-Sat 9-530 3
year Hi-Fi guarantee. Free delivery & mstallation. 30
day free upgrades. Home demonstrations PX.
Selected Interest Free Credit Listening room. BADA
Bonded

) & A HI-FI CENTRE. 85 Boutport St, Barnstaple.
Tel: (01271) 24384, Open Mon-Sat 9.00 to 5.30.
Arcam, Atacama, B&WY, Cable Tall, Castle, JVC. Sony,
NAD, Marantz, Tannoy, Yamaha, Sonneteer, Target
Private listering room for Hi-Fi and Surround Scund
Also large selection of Video Camcorder and ediung
cquipment, Expert advice n a quiet relaxed
atmosphere

] & A CAMERAS Ltd., Gemmon Walk, Barnstaple
Tel (01271) 75037 and 53 Mill St., Bideford. Tel:
(01237) 421791 Open Mon-Sat 9.00 to 5.30. All
major brands of cameras, lenses and equipment
stocked. Large darkroom section. Slide projectors,
digital cameras and scanner Probably the most
comprehensiv range In the South Wet of Englnd

SEVENOAKS HI-Fl 3 & 4 Kingswalk, Reading. 0118
959 7768. Open Mon-Sat 9 30am-5.30pm. Acoustic
snergy, atwa, akai, Alphason, Arcam, Atacama,
Audolab, B&W, Cable Talk Caste, Denon, Ferguson,
Harman Kardon, Kef, Kef Reference, Kenwood.
Marantz, NAD, QED, REL. Sony, Teac, Yamaha and
many more

ENGLISH ANALOGUE 3 Naseby Rise Newbury,
Berks, RG14 2SF  Classical LP Specialist, including
collectable Dacca, HMV, Columbia and RCA racords.
All records cleaned and supphed with new
innersleeves free of charge. Condition guaranteed. In
addition good condition Classical LPs and CDs
winted. For a free catalogue call 01635 40242, fax
01635 524239 or E-Mail www.multiplex co.uk records

HUCKINGHAMSMIRT
HAZLEMERE AUDIO CONSULTANTS To
hear how realistic music can sound please call for an
appointment (dwy or eveningl Objective advice,
comfortable listening, home demonstrations, free
installation, part exchange. repairs and superb service.
Acoustic Precision, Air tangent, ATC, Audiomeca,
Basis, Classe, EAD Fanfare, Henley, Magnaplanar,
Mirsge. Morro, Muse, Nottrgham Analogue, Opera,
Ortofon, SD, Sirius, Strahtwire, Tice, Triangle,
Trilogy. VPI. Based in High Wycombe, Please call:
01494 437892

TECHNO SOUND/ AUDIO INSIGHT 7
Granville Square, Willen, Miton Keynes, MIKIS 9L
Tel, (01908} 604949, Audiophile Hi-Fi and Home
Cinma Specialists. All major brands stocked from
Arcam to Yamaha, Meridian Digital Home Theatre
dealer Custom home cinema and multi room
installation. 4 dem rooms and expert advice.
Audioptile CDs, LPs and LaserDiscs to buy Open late
on Fridays

NORTHWOOD AUDIO 98 Cambridge St.
Aylesbury, Becls HP20 1BA Tel 01296 28790 Selected
sounds from Acoustc Energy, Alchemst, Anon, Audo
Meca. Audo Note, Aura. Boston, B & W, Cabletalic,
Castle, Celestion, DNM Virtual Reality, Denon, DPA,
Epos, Exposure, Gyrodek, Harman Kardon, Heybrook,
Kef, Maranz, Micromega, Moo Audio, Moth, Musical
Technology Myryad. NAD. Natamich, Neat, Pioneer
Proac, Rege, Rel, Rose, Rotel Royd, Rusrk.  Spendor,
Systemdek, Tannoy, Teac, Talk Electronics, Thorens,
TOL, Triangle, Tube Technology and a range of quality
pré-used equipment. Export orders welcome 2 Dem
rogms. Cregh icks svaible
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CAMNBIOCESH
THE AUDIO FILE 41 Victom Rowd. Cambrcgs. Tal
01223 68305 For thw bes: i Briowh H-Fi ate Hame
crmm mtertanment Vst or call to .%
products from: Audiofab Arcam, Mission, Linn

Rega. Cyrus, Absoluta Sounds, Kef, Seny, Yarvaha, Rel
Quad, Rusrk, Devon

AUDIO VISION 228 Lincolit Road, Mufield,
Petercorough. PEI 2NE Tel 01733 352752 B&W,
Beyer, Cabletafk, Exposure. Grado, Harmon Kardon, JVC.
Maantz Micromegn, Mordeunt Short. NAD. Plonver
Projeczs QED. Rew Ruark soundityle. Tu.ey. Twic
TOL arid more. all sigjor cregwt cards .:cepmd_ﬂci
arranged. demonstration facifities. open 9.30 - 530
Monday - Saturday

THE HI-FI COMPANY PETERBOROUGH The
repons lergest range of wthusast bed Arcam. Audokb.
B&W., Cyrus. Denon, KEF, Kenwoud, Krell. Marantz,
Martin Logan, M&K, Meridian. Mission, NAD, NAIM,
Ponees Quad. REL, Rotel, Yamaba and many more
Evcellome bi-f snet A% demommtt sren facilies Pt
saibange welcorw Hape sewct o of tor qualty

used equipnvent. telephiore for madng bst 3542
COWGATE, Peterborough. Phone 01733} 341755 Fax
{01733) 358141

UNIVERSITY AUDIO (-2 Paus HIlL Cambrage
01223 354237 Mission-Cyrus, Ascam, Rotel. Denon,
Mendian, Ruark, ATC, AVI, Quad, Linn. £ dems, | single
speaker Home trial, free install, Service Dept VISA,
ACCESS, AMEX. Cradit Terms Oper 9-530

CHESHIRE

ACOUSTICA 17 Hoole Rd., Chester CH2 3NH Tel.
01244 344227 Alf that's best m hiFi from Epos. KEF,
Teac Royd, Len Rega, Nam. Arcan. Acdiolab. Rusrl,
Rota! and many more Mukt roens systams from Lam
Knelt Superb demonstration facilivies, home
demonstratons and installation a plesure. We offer the
best products, the best service and the best sounds
Open Tussday to Sesurday, evenings by appo nument.

THE AUDIO COUNSEL |4 Stockport Road.
Cheadle, Cheshire Te! (0161) 428 7887 and 12 Shaw
Road. Oldham, Manchester OLI 3IQ Tel (0161} 633
2602 Lon, Arcam, Naem Audio Ressarch. Marsn Logan.
Yamshys, Creeh Newwnruchs, denoss IPW. Maranwz, Royd.
Lexicon 3 dem roows, free mstill. VISA/ACCESS Ful
multi-room and AV insallauon 1000 - 5 30pm Mon Sat
ull 800 Thursday.

AUDIO EXCELLENCE 8690 Boughtor Cheseer
CH3 SAQ. Tel 01244 345576 Al that's best in hu-f
carefully selected and demonstrated by friendly
knowledgeable staff, at prices to suit all budgets Dehvery
and installation. home dems, part exchange. in house
workihops, full credi faclitles with interess frae on
wlected tems Toesday « saterdey 900 - 530 Clowed
monday

CHRIS BROOKS AUDIO 29 Gaskell Street. Stockton
Heath, Warrington Cheshire, WA4 2UN Tel 101925)
261212 Tues-Sat 1000-6.00 2 dem-rooms credit
faciities. All credit cards. Estabshed 1978 Towl absence
of bulls™¢. Linn Specialist

DOUG BRADY HI-Fl Kigsway Studios Kimgsway
North, Warrington, WAI 3NU Tel 01925 828009 Fax
01925 825773 Visa, Mastercard, Lombard Tricty. 2 dem
rooms, home trial, Agencies include Arcam, Audiolab,
Castle, Chord Electronics, DPA, Exposure. Harbeth,
Heybrock, Krell, LFD Michell, Mission, Naim, Oralle,
Orgn Live, Pink Tramgle. ProAc, Roksan, SME, Spendor,
Wikson Benesch and meny more

PRACTICAL HI-FI 88 Bridge Strcet, Warrington,
WAI 2RF. Tei- 01925 632179 Sez our mam entry under
Praston, Lancs

REPLAY AUDIO CONSULTANTS Tel/Fax Chester
(01244) 401290 Cheshire’s alternatve hi-fi spechilists
Howst advice and personal service We can demonsarine
Alchemist, AVI, Henly, Heybrook, LFD. Michell, Masi,
Musical Fidety, NAD, Neat Origin Live, Ortofon, P
Triangle, Royd, Sonneteer, Totem, Trichord.
Demonstrations by appontment in Chester or in your
own home. Delivery & installaton avalable. Mastercard,
Visa, Switch, Deita

SWIFT HI-FI St. Annes Parade, Wilmslow 01625
526213. Aura, B&W, Denon, Kenwood. Marantz, Nad,
Plonser, Rotel, Systemdek, Tannoy, Revalver, |PW, M
Short, Mission, Celestion, Technics, Audolab, Castle
Open 9.30-6. Dem room. No pressure BADA member

CLEVELAND

ACTION ACOUSTICS 155-157 High St. Redcar,
Cleveland TSI0 3AN. 01642 480723 Audio Inrovations,
Audio Note, Denon, Harman Kardon, JBL, Michell,
Musical Fidelity, Pin Trangle. Rogers, Sugden, SomcLink,
Townsend, TDL, Thorens etc. Dem room appointment
nec Home Trial, Free installaton, service dept Int free
cradt fachity Access, Visa & HP, Open 9 15-5.30

CORNWALL

SOUNDS PERFECTION ‘Cornwalls most
exclusive Audio retailer’ Agencies tnclude:
Audiomecca Analyss, Audio Spectrum, Audionote,
Cadence, Harmon Kardon, Impulse, Konnekt Cables,
Michell, Ortofon, Parasound, Project. Phylosophy
Cables, Rel and SME. Home Demonstrations by
Appontment. TellFax 01326 221372 Mobile 0468
754353

cent
Aud
Deno
Ro D
Free installa

Visa, HP

PRACTIC/
Carhsle. CA3
main entry und

AUDIO EXCELL
Exeter EX4 6RT Tel |
best in Hi-Fi care
demonstrated by f
proces to suit all b
st anor, home d
workshops, full creds
on selected 1tems T
Monday

3 ua

CHELSTON HI-FI 38
Torguay Devon TQ2 6HS Tel'
Where you can compare a

Acoustic Energy, Bose, Castle |
Dunon. Heybrook, |PW Ken
Musch Fachty. Powsst, Rotel Sony
dem rooms tincluding AV roon 5 x|
installation Free delivery up to 15
Visa Amex, Diners, Credit faclit
Mon-Fri 9.30-6 00 Sat

THE HI-Ft ATTIC 58 NT;;
Plymouth, Devon PLI IRR 01752 &
stock most leading brands inclu
Denon Pioneer. Musical Ffde v
ard Wevk an axpert #nt t
incivde attcactive if and ho
demonstration rooms. We offer free 1nsu
and credit facihues (written details on requ
also a fully equipped service departme
can also provide a mul order survirs for
LaserDisc requirements YWe accept
Access. Amex.

) & A CAMERAS LTD Gammon Walk
Barnstaple Tel (012713 75037 and 53 Mill St
Bideford Tel (01237 421791 Oper Mon Sat
9.00 to 5 30 All Major brands ef cameras. lenses
and cquipment stocked Large darkroom section
Shde projectors, dyital cameras ynd scanners
Prosab'y the moss comprehenyive sange in the
South ¥Wast of Englase

) & A HI-FI CENTRE, 85 Boutport St.
Barnstaple Tel (01271 24384 Open Mon-Sat
900 10 530 Arcam Atacama, B & W, Cable
Tale Castle JVC. Sory. NAD, Marantz. Tannoy.
Yamaha, Sonneteer. Target Private listening
room for Hi-Fi and Surround Sound Also large
selection of Video Camcorder and editing
equipment Expert adirice 1n a quiet relaxed
atmosphere

DORSET

MOVEMENT AUDIO 588 Ashley Road. Poole,
Parkstone, Dorset BHI4 0AQ Tet (01202)
730865 Arcamr Audiolab. BAW, Castle, Cy us.
Denon, KEF, Marantz, Menidian Michell
Micromega, Pioneer, Ruark, Shearne Audio 2
Dem rooms Listen to the available choice and
decide at your leisule - no pressure, no
obligatior. Our stAff enjoy music, with our
choice of products. you can too' Service
Department. Free installation Home trial
facitities Access, Yisa, Amex, Diners Card
Credit facilivies available Open Mon-Fri 10-6
Sat 9-6

MOVEMENT AUDIO 336 Wimborne Road,
Winton, Bournemouth, Dorset BH9 2HH Tel
{01202) 529988 520066 Arcam. B&W, Denon
KEF, Marantz, Meridian. Mission, Pioneer, Soay
Yamaha Full dem facithtes avatlable, also home
dem Friendly expert advice Service
Department. Free installaion Home trial
facilities Access, Visa Amex Open Mon-Fri 9
530

DAWSONS OF WESTBOURNE Home
Cinema Speciahists. Main agents for Bang &
Olufsen, Harman Kardon, JBL. REL, Mordaunt
Skort, Sony, Technics and TDL Demonstration
facihues include our umique Dolby pro-logic
system comparator for the ultimate way to
choose the perfect system Also on
demonstration large screen televisions from
Thomson, sony and Ferguson with video
projectors from Sharp and Seleco Dawsons 23
Seamoor Road, Westbourne, Bournemouth
01202 764965

dio History|

many more Tu:
Free delivery &
Home dem
Credit Listenng roc
Bonded

HAMPSHIRE A
Chandlers Ford. Hants, SC 3 2R
101 703)‘;5282"&523
Cinema Doloy Surround Sou
Rooms, a.z; Proi:'{“ V
Brands stocked include ARC
Audioguest Celestion, Cyr
Infinty. KEF Maran g
Rote Seeran. Seanbeiser
Audio, Therens & Ya
a 2-year Guarantee covered by o
'&ped Service Dept ars
g h: and we are. F-;E ‘_“
pucuon 14 3‘127 w )t
(M3) and 5 (M27). Ciogli ond i:_';
December Lite Night Thiirs to 8pm BADA Fouride
Member All deposits fully covered by BADA d

b "l""

Ly

[
NOW THATS HI-FI 32 Arurde §
Portsmouth Ter [01705) 811230 Pio
Marantz, Keewwod. Mssion. TOL. REL,
much more Laserdisc and AC3 speﬁﬁuf

) 7 )
e A
u“! . | S
center at 24 Arundel Way. Portsmou
811618 -

SOUTH COAST SPEAKERS Ltd 326 Por
Road, Southampton, Hampshire Tel. 01703 55931
Hand made Loudspeake~ Systems! T Tarlored to your
indwidual tasees Many real wiod veweess, Any !&
sk avelens UK sup of Daver Unes for
SEAS, VOLT, MOREL. SATION. RCL SCAN-
SPEAK & MORE Home bunlder kits always on demo
High quality ble
listening a-ea ample hm!&ndlndb
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HEFZRQADAMINL
| ENGLISH AUDIO 37 Whitecross Road. Hereford,
HR4 0DG. (01432) 355081. Arcam, AT.C., Audiolab.
I B&W, Castle. Cyrus Centre. Denon, Exposure,
Harmon Kardon, KEF, Marantz. Micromega, Mission.
Naim, Pro-Ac, Pink Triangle, Poneer, Quad, REL.
Rotel, Ruark. John Shearne, Stax, Tannoy. Teac,
| Yamaha. Single speaker dem room, home trial facilies,
| free stallation, service dept, Access/Visa, Credit
| arranged. Open Mon-Sat, 9.30-5.30pm .BADA
| members.

HERTTORLSHWE
ACOUSTIC ARTS LTD (0] ST. Albans Road,
Watford, Herts. Tel: (01923) 245250. Fax: (01923
230798. Apogee, Audiolab, Audio Research, B&W,
Bose, Castle, Celestion, Chord, Classe, Copeland,
Denon, KEF, Magneplanar, Marantz. Marun Logan,
Michell, Micromega, Orelle, PS Audio, Professional
Moitor, Roksan, Ruark, SME. Sonus, Faber, Sontc Link.
TDL. Theta, Thorens. Wilson. 4 demonstration rooms.
Purpose bullt AV studio. Credit available. 100 yards
from Watford Junction station. Open Tues-Sat 10-5.30
(Thursday open until 8pm)

AUDIO FILE (THE) 27 Hockerill Street, Bishops
Stortford, Herts. Tel. (01279) S06576. Please see main
ad under Cambridgeshire.

AUDIO FILE OBJECTIVE 37 Tower
Centre, Hoddesdon, Hertfordshire, EN10
8UD. Tel: 01992 478666 Fax 01992
440431. Selected British and specialist
brands. New, Ex-dem, and S/H. Mail order
Hi-Fi Purchased. Free Parking.

DARBY’s OF ST. ALBANS. 6 Market Place, St
Albans, Herts. Tel: (01727) 851596. Hertfordshire's
premier Hi-Fi/Audio Visual specualists established 1946.
ull Home Cinema demonstration suite. Whether your
eeds are large or small, we stock it all; Arcam,
aha. Quad, Denon, Sony, Bang & Olufsen, Pioncer,
. KEF, n, Ruark. Celestion, Polk, and many
Free planning service. Free Delivery and basic
tion. Full workshop facilities. Open 9-6 Mon-Sat.

AUDIO LTD 328 Ware Road, Hailey.
d, SG13 7PG. Tel: (01992) 442425. Fax:
87. Enjoy choosing your system in one of
tening rooms. Relax with coffee or
the bar. Demonstrations include
with THX surround sound with the

pest. tightest bass available. Chhose
s and MOSFETS), LD. CDi etc in a
nvironment. Brands include: REL.
Devs, Rotel, Celestion, Micromega.
oustic Energy, royd, JPW, Sonic
er anywhere in the UK for
r. Access. Visa etc.

. Harpenden, Herts ALS
82 467022. ATC, AV,
D, Bose, Castle. Denon,
nology, NAD, Naim
etc. Quiet single speaker
ial, Service dept. Visa,

ELECTRICAL DISCOUNT CENTRE 109
The Broadway Bexley Heath Kent DA6 7jH. TEL:
0181 298 7880. Pioneer, Marantz, Technics, Akai,
JVC, Jamo.

THE LINN STUDIO Sondek LPI12" knekt"
Karik® Kairn® Klout® Kremhn® Keltk®
Kaber“Keilegh” Numertk® Tukan® Wakonda®
Majik* Mimik™ LK 100" Ekos  Kudos™ Arkiv"
Brilliant" Lingo™ Valhalla® Sekrit” Akuv'..Dream
systems for everyone from £2,000 to £30,000+.
A new dealership from a specialist family
business, established in 1948. Outstanding
service and facilities. Multi-room specialist. 123
Snargate Street, Dover, Kent. CTI7 9AP. Tel:
01304 20152, Fax: 01304 24013S.

KIMBERLEY HI-F!' 193 Broadway,
Bexleyheath, Kent. Tel. 0181 304 3272. Sep dem
rooms, Denon. Technics, Kenwood, Aiw, NAD.
Dual, Wharfedale, Mission, Marantz, Tannoy,
Castle, Monitor Audio, Heco, Jamo, Cerwin Vega
and many more.

PROGRESSIVE AUDIO 2, Maryland Ct,
Rainham, Kent, ME8 8QY. Tel. 01634 389004.
Agencies include: Audio Innovauons, Audion,
Audionote, Audio Mecca, Audio Systems, Audio
Static, Audio Technica, Chord Amps. Cogan Hall,
Conrad Johnson, Convergent, Denson, Goldring,
Impulse. Koetsu, Levinson, LFD, Lyra, Moth,
Nordost. Origin Live, Pink Triangle, Proac, SD
Acoustics, Silversounds, SME, Sugden, Sumiko,
Systemdek. Snell. Target, TDL, Transfiguration,
Townshend, Tube Technology, Unison Research.
UKD., Voyd, VPI, etc. Dems by appointment.

UNILET SOUND & VISION 24-26
Union Street, Maidstone, Kent. Tel.
(01622) 676703. Fax (01622) 676723. The
best place in town for Hi-Fi and Home
Cinema. * Three superb dem rooms *
Interest Free Credit * All leading brands *
Also Open Sundays 10 - 4.00pm.

V.J. Hi-Fi 29 Guldhall St. Folkstone Kent Tel:
01303-256860. Stockists of: Mission, Tannoy,
J.B.L., Pioneer. Philips, Aiwa, Marantz, Musical
Fidelity, Quad, Yamaha, Denon and much more
besrdes. Full audio and home cinema
demonstration facilities. Fully bonded BADA
members.Interest free credit available (subject to
status). Open Mon-Sat 9:00-6:00

LANCRSHIRT

AUDIO EXCELLENCE i3I Friargate, Preston,
Lancs PRI 2EE Tel: {01772} 2530S7. Fax: (01772)
$62731. All that's best in Hi-Fi carefully selected
and demonstrated by friendly knowledgeable
staff. at prices to suit all budgets. Delivery and
installation, home dems, part exchange, in-house
workshops. full credit faciliies with interest free
on selected items. Tues-Sat 9.00-5.30. Closed
Monday.

CLEARTONE 235 Blackburn Road (1/2 mile
from city center on the A 666 Blackburn Road}
Bolton, Lancs BLI 8HB Tek: (01204) S$31423.
Bofton's biggest Hi-Fi superstore. Every top
brand & all the best buys at guaranteed
unbeatable prices. Aiwa, Akai, Arcam, Audiolab,
B&W, Bose, Castle, Celestion, Denon. Hitachi,
Infinity, |BL, JVC, KEF. Kenwood, Marantz,
Meridian, Mission, Mordaunt Short. NAD.
Panasonic, Pioneer, Rotel, Sony, Tannoy. TDL,
Technics, Toshiba, Yamaha. 2 dedicated Hi-Fi
Demo rooms and 2 A/V Demo rooms, no
appointments necessary. Service department.
free installation. home trial facilities, free
parking, Access, Visa, Amex. Diners. Interest
free credit. Open Mon-Wed 10.00-6.00. Thurs-
Fri 10.00-7.00. Sat 9.00-6.00. Sun 11.00-S.00

MARTON MUSIC S Masterson Ave. Read,
Burnley, BBI2 7PL. Tel / Fax 01282 773 198 and
Email 106505.251@compuserve.com. Hear
demonstrations of stereo and AV systems in a
large comfortable lounge, using the latest
Bryston Pre-Power Amps (20 year guar.) Mirage
polar Speakers, with Yamaha DSP Surround
nd and equipment from A.V., Ruark, Myriad,
equence, PMC and more. plus a range of
built open baffle. Transmission Line, and
peakers. Home demos encouraged for
e satisfaction. Main agents for : Liberty
LoudSpkrs. Electronic Testing System,
) Speaker Design Package and other PC
oom analysis systems. Ring any time for
ree advice or a chat...we never close.

AUDIO Tel: 01257 47317S See our
der Greater Manchester.

HI-Ft 43 Friargate, Preston. Tel:-
The audio visual specialist, expert
demonstrations, best prices,
dit, part exchange welcome.

y. Stockists of Yamaha,
ony, Technics, Onkyo.
on, Kef. Jamo, Celestion,
s of LaserDiscs.

Penny Street. Lancaster,
39657 - See our main

PRACTICAL HI-FI 33/35 Knowsley Street,
Bolton, Lancs Tel:- 01204 395789 - See our main
entry under Lancaster.

PRACTICAL HI-FI 81 Whitegate Drive,
Blackpool, FY3 9DA Tel:- 01253 300599. See our
main entry under Lancaster.

LEICESTERSHIRE
CLASSIQUE SOUNDS "Vintage Hi-fi Specialist”.
Stockists of: Garrard 301/401, Thorens, Quad, Leak.
Rega. Shirley Labs, Spendor, Wharfedale, Rogers,
Arcam, SME, Decca. Pioneer, UKD, Sugden, Musical
Fidelity, + much more.” Tel/ Fax Paul Greenfield on
UK + 0116 283 5821 or 0802 213 740 (mobile) any -
time Classique Sounds, Classique House, 61
Aylestone Drive, Leicester, LE2 8QE.

CYMBIOSIS 6 Hotel Street. Leicester, LEI SAW.
Tel: (0116) 2623754 Fax: (0116) 262 3758, Arcam,
Audiolab, Denon, Epos, KEF, Linn Hi-Fi, Linn AVSI,
Loewe Televisions, Micromega Classicline,
Micromega Stage, Mordaunt Short, Myryad, Projekt
Furniture, Rega. Rotel & Royd. Multiroom Design &
Installation. Four listening lounges. Finanace
available. Open 6 days {0am-S.30pm

ENCORE! Nr. Melton Mowbray. Tel. 01664
823282. Sugden, Densen, Unison, Tube Technology,
Ruark. UKD Opera, Keswick Audio Research and Fi-
Rax. As you can see from our agencies, we are
open-minded and able to present diverse options for
your appraisal. Unbiased and unhurried
demonstrations by apppointment incl. evenings and
weekends.

LEICESTER HI-Ft CO 6 Silver Walk, St Martins
Square, Leicester LEI SEW. Tel: (0f16) 25397S53.
Fax: (0116} 2626097. Alchemist. Arcam, Aura, B&W,
Copland, Haran Kardon KEF, Marantz, Michell,
Mission, Cyrus, Musical Fidelity, Pink Triangle, Quad,
Roksan, Rotel, Sonus Faber, Technics, Yamaha and
more too numerous to mention. 2 Dem room. We
can demonstrate, deliver and install. Credit Facilities.
All cards taken. Open 6 days 9.30-5.30

STEREO SHACK |-3 Guildhall Lane, Leicester.
Tel: {0116) 2530330. Fax: (0116) 2626097. Yamaha,
Kenwood, NAD. Mission, Teac, Aiwa, Cerwin Vega.
Pioneer, TDL. Thorens, JBL, Rotel, Celestion, Jamo
& many more. We are A.V. specialists, 2 dem rooms.
We can demonstrate, deliver and install. Credit
facilities and all cards taken. Open 6 days 9.30-5.30

LINCOLNSMIRE

COTTAGE AUDIO |7 Bridge Street. Saxilby, Nr
Lincoln. LN 2PZ. Tel: (01522) 702834. Evenings:
(01522) 696708. ATC, AVI, Chord amplifiers,
Harbeth, LFD, Michell, Origin Live,Kinshaw, QED,
Royd, Sansur. Sequence, Something solid, Somic Link,
etc. Demonstration rooms. Home trial facilities.
Free installations and above all a personal, friendly
service.

STAMFORD HI-Fi, 9 Red Lion Square, Stamford,
Lincs, PE9 2A). Tel: (01780) 62128. Aiwa, Denon,
KEF, Kenwood. Marantz, Mission, NAD, Pioneer,
Quad, Technics, Yamaha, Plus all major speaker
manufacturers. Expert advice and comparator
demonstrations, on two floors. Part exchanged hi-fi
purchased for cash. No appointments necessary.
Home trial facthives. free installation and service
dept. Mastecard, Visa and Credit Charge Finance
available. Mon - Sat 9-S.30 pm. Closed Thursdays.

LONDON

ALPHABEC LTD 392 Finchley Road, London,
NW?2 2HR. Stockists of Bose, Boston, Clifford,
Denon, Jamo, |VC, Grundig. KEF. NAD, Onkyo,
Panasonic, Sony, Vivanco and Yamaha. Specialists in
Multi-Room Installations. Full service facihues.
Credit terms avalable. Open Mon-Sat 10am-6pm.
Thurs 10am-1pm. Tel: 0171 431 9133

AUDIO CONCEPT 27 Bond Street. Ealing, WS
SAS. Tel: {0181} S67 8703. Acoustic Energy,
Audiolab, Aura, B&O, B&W, Boston Acoustics,
Canon, Castle, Denon, Dual, Evolution, Infinity, JPW,
KEF, Marantz, Mission, Monitor Audio, Musical
Fidelity, NAD, Nakamichi, Onix, Quad, Revox,
Rogers, Rotel, Systemdek, Target, Teac, Thorens,
Van den Hul..Two dem rooms. Interest free credit.
free local delivery & installation, service department.
“Hi-Fi Specialists without the attitude’

A.A.P Distribution, Unit F, 17 Riverside
Business Centre, Haldane Place, London,
SWI8 4UQ. Tel. 0181-875-9696 Distribution
for Osborn high-end loudspeakers (e.g.
floorstanding Eclipse}) and Music labs
audiophile amplifiers and digital converters
(e.g. 250 watt balanced input stereo power
amplifier). Write or phone for details of
these expensive but excellent value products.

AUDIO T 190 West End Lane, West Hampstead.
(0171) 794-7848. Great Value on Acoustic Energy,
Arcam, Audiolab, B&W, Denon, Linn, Marantz,
Meridian. Micromega. Mission, NAD. Proac, Quad,
Rotel, Technics, Trichord Research, Yamaha & many
more. Tues-Sat 10-6 Late Thurs until 8.00. 3 year
Hi-Fi guarantee. 30 day free upgrades. Home
demonstrations. PX. Selected Interest Free Credit. 2
listening rooms. BADA Bonded.

AUDITORIUM 119 Middiesex Street. Bishopsgate,
London El 7JF. Tel: 017t 247 5000 Fax: 0171 247 0990.
Friendly and honest advice on all your hi-fi and multi-
room requirements. full range of equipment from
Arcam, Bang & Olufsen, Cyrus, Denon, Epos, Kef,
Micromega. Mission, Naim, Neat, Ortofon, Rega. Ruark.
Shahinian and Xlo. Opening hours: Mon-Fri 10.30am-
7.00pm; Sat 11.00am-4.00pm; Only two mins walk from
Liverpoot Street Station.

BABBER ELECTRONICS SERVICE CENTRE
158 Uxbridge Road, West Ealing, London, W13 85B
Tel. 0181 S79 631S Akai, Aiwa, A&R, Celestion, Dual,
Goodmans, Harman Kardon, |BL, JVC, Kenwood,
Marantz, Panasonic, Sennheiser, Sony. ES range, Tannoy,
Technics, Wharfedale. Yamaha and many more. Auth.
Service Dept. Credit Facilives, Open 10.30 - $.30 Mon-
Sat.

BILLY VEE SOUND SYSTEM 248 Lee High Road,
Lewisham, London SEI3 SPL.Tel: 0181 318 S755/0181
852 1321. Arcam, Denon, Marantz, Linn, Mission, Cyrus,
Naim, nakamichi, Quad, Rega, etc. 2 domestic style
listening lounges. Appts required, service dept. home
trial facilites. Int. free credit card, instant credit. access,
Visa. Opened Mon-Sat 10-6.30, Closed Thursday.

CHOICE HI-FI Tel. 0181 392 1959. Specualist dealers
in high end quality second-hand equipment. All main
brands in stock including Krell, Audio Research, Wadia,
Mark Levinson, Sonus Faber, Linn, Naim, SME & many
more. Generous price given on trade-in. Part exchange
welcome. Also dealers for Trichord, SME, Gamma,
Trilogy, Lumley, Boulder & many more.

INFIDELITY 9 High Street, Hampton Wick, Kingston-
upon-Thames. Tel: (0181} 943 3530. for full details see
entry under SURREY

HIF! EXPERIENCE 227 Tottenham Court Road
London WI. 0171 580 353S. Arcam. Audiolab, Mission
Cyrus, Quad, Celestion, Kef, Meridian. Rogers, Tannoy
Yamaha, TOL. Thorens. Marantz, Nakamichi, Musica
Fidelity and many more. Open 10.00-7.00 Mon-Fri. 9-¢
on Sat. Service dept, Credit facihiues, delivery and free
installation.

K ) WEST ONE 26 New Cavendish St.. London W IM
7LH. 0171 486 8262/63. Fax 0171 487 3452. Two hi-fi &
two home cinema dem studios. Appts pref. Home tria!
Instaliation by arrangement. Service dept. Major credit
cards. Interest free credit on selected rems. Major
brands stocked: Arcam, Audio Alchemy, Audion
Audiolab, Audio Research, B&W Castle, Chord
Copeland, DPA. Epos,Graaf, Harbeth, KEF, Kiipsch
Kreli. Lexicon, Marantz, Martin Logan, Meridian, Michell
Micromega, Mission. Musical Fidelity, Nitty Gritty, Pink
ProAc, Quad, Rel, Rotel, Orelle, Sonus Faber, Stax
Tannoy, Theta, Unison Research, Wilson Benesch
Open 6 days.

THE LISTENING ROOMS 161 Old Brompton
Road, London SWS OL]. (0171) 244 7750/59. Fax (0171
370 0192. Linn, Quad, Meridian, Nakamichi, Arcam
Audiolab, Acoustic Energy, SME. Audio Research, Krell
Wadia. Theta, Apogee, Martin Logan, Pioneer, Tannoy
Systemdek, Stax. Pink Triangle. Michell, Monitor Audio
Yamaha, Marantz, Kef, Bose, Celestion. Epos, Mission
Denon, Neat Petite. Mon-Sat 10-6pm.

ORANGES AND LEMONS 61-63 Webbs Road
Battersea. swll. Tel: 0171 924 2040. juicy fruit from
London’s freshest Hi-Fi / Home Cinema retailer, now ir
our second year. Telephone demonstrations, or jus!
pop in. All the usual, 1e. friendly and efficient service
free home installation, credit cards, 0% credit finance
avallable (subject to status), plus..all the very best fron
Arcam, Cable Talk. Castle Acoustics, The Chord Co.
Denon, Epos, Kef, Marantz. Micromega, NAD, Nairr
Audio, Neat, Quad, Rega, Roksan, Rotel, Royd. Ruark
Soundstyle. Stands Unique, Yamaha and more.

THOMAS HEINITZ LTD 35S Moscow Road
Bayswater, London. W2 4AH. Tel:0171 229 2077. Fax
0171 727 9348. Nearest tube stations are Queenswa)
and Bayswater. Plenty of parking meters available
Demonstration room available by appointment
Stockists of B&O, NAIM, REGA, Micromega, Cyrus
Denon and Epos. Payment Via, Access, Visa, Cheques
Cash and interest free credit facihties (details or
request) Open 10.30am-6.00pm, Tue-Sat.

TIME & TUNE For T.V, video, Hi-Fi, and in-Car Hi-R
we are dealers of: Aiwa, Bose, Hitachi, Jamo, Kenwood
Marantz. Mitsubishi, Nad, Panasonic, Pioneer, Sony
Technics. For these and more come and see us at Tim
& Tune, 218-220 Whitechapel Rd, London, El 1B|. O
call 0171 377 2000

UNIQUE AUDIO Tel: 0181 4507384. Specialists it
our field of high end, high Fidelity Audio Products in¢
Audiosynthesis, LFD, VPI, Audiophysics, Yamayuru, Pini
Triangle, QLN, Townsend, Credo, XLO, Rockport
Michell. Impulse to name just a few! We are also valv
and vinyl experts and can offer ex-dem and 2nd han
equipment too, 9.00am-7.00pm Mon-Sat.

GREATER MANCHESTER
AUDIO COUNSEL, 14 Shaw Road, Oidham, OL
3LQ. Tel (0161) 633 2602 Fax (0161) 633 2502 Linr
Naiim, Rega. Arcam. Rotel, Royd, Mission, Micromeg:
Marantz, Shahinian, Celestion, Nakamichi, Dynavector
Free installation. Record Club. Major credit cards an
credit facilities. Open Tuesday-Saturday 10.00- S.3(
8pm on Thurs.

HI-FI WORLL



ORPHEUS AUDIO.. Pasmior fur Tera Py
Authorised Dealer for- Acoustic Precision, Art Audio,
Audio Alchemy, Audio Analogue, Audiomeca. Audio
Physic, Audio Synthesss. Boulds", Burmester, Cabusee
Conrad  Johnsen. Croft. DPA, EAR,
Electrocompaniet, Forsell, Fuliers, Gamma Acoustits,
Golden Tube, Graaf, Klipsch, Living Yoice. Lowther
Vorgt, Magnum, Meracus. OCM. Oracle. Orelly.
Ortofon. Papworth, Project, Pentachord, Pink Trangle,
Purist, QED, Sequence, Stax. Teac. Trarngee. Trichard
Research, Totem, Unison Research. Yamamema
Churchill. YBA and others. Frée dewrerynstallatior
Call for list of part ex. bargains Demonstrations by
arrangement in Standish (J27 of the M6), or n your
own home without obligation Tel 01257 473175
{evening calls welceme)

PRACTICAL HI-FI 65 Bridge Street. Manchester
M3 3BQ Tel- 0161 839 8869 See our main entry
under Lancaster

SWIFT OF WILMSLOW, 4.8 St Annes Parade
Wilmslow Tel {01625) 526213 Aura. B&W, Denon,
Kenwood, Marantz, NAD, Proneer, Rotel. Tannoy,
Revolver, JPW, Open 9.30-6.00pm. 2 dem. rooms No
pressure!

SERIOUS KIT Audio Note - Sugden - Pro-ac -
Harbeth - Neat - Trichord - Systemdek - Lyra -
Proceed - Targae - Stemfoort - SME - Michell - Heart -
Keswick and mare oy appointment oniy Tel: 0161 793
6742

MERSEYSIDE
ACOUSTICA 17 Hoole Rd., Chester CH2 3NH Tel
01244 344227. See our main ad under Cheshire

WIRRAL HIF| (Audio Consultants) 17 Shore Bank.
Wirral, L62 IDB TelfFax: 0151 645 4621, We believe
in value for money That's why we only stock audio
wquipment that has been carefully selected for its price,
build, & most important excellent sound quality The
following manufacturers offer all this DPA, Gamma,
Klyne, Magnum, Monarchy, Orelle, Rose. Teac. Tube
Technology. XLO, Audio Synthesis, Audio Alchemy,
Audiomeca, Audio Valve, Arion, Alon, Base, Bolder,
Carver, Cary Audio, Castle, Dynaudio,
Electroacompaniet, Golden Tube, Grado, Heybrook.
Lyra, Parasound, SD Acoustics. Shun Mook, Sound Lab,
Stax, Sumiko, Triangle. For friendly adwice, free local
delivery & installation, demonstration facilives by
appointment.

MIDDLESEX

AUDIO T 159 Chase Side, Enfield. {0181) 367-3132
Great Value on Azoustic Energy. Arcam, Audiolab,
Celestion, Cyrus, Denon, Kenwood, KEF, Linn,
Marantz, Meridian, Micromega, Mission, NAD,
Nakamichi, Quad, Rotel, Trichord Research,Yamaha &
many more Tues-F-1 9.30-6 Sat 9.30-530. 3 year Hi-Fi
guarantee. 30 day free upgrades PX. Selected Interest
Free. 2 listening rooms. Home Cinema specialists.
BADA Bonded.

MUSICAL IMAGES 45 High Street, Hounslow,
Middiesex Tel(0181) 569 5802 Fax (0181) 569 6353

MUSICAL IMAGES 173 Station Road, Edgeware,
Middlesex. Tel. (0181) 952 5535 . Fax. (0181) 952
5535. Most brands available - see full page advert.
Interest free credit, ask for details. Demo rooms.
Repairs & Service. Sunday opening - Open all week. A
Home Cinema Specalist. Mal order Part exchange.

RIVERSIDE HI-FI LTD 422 Richmond Road, East
Twickenham, Middx. TWI 2EB. Tel: 0181 892 7613.
Fax 0181 892 7749. E-mail:
soundadvice@riversidehifi.co ul Internet
httpliwww.riversidehifico ule “Where dreams come
true”. Experience the ulumate in home theatre
Starring DTS and AC3 supported by Angstrom, Bank &
Olufsen, Owin, Denon, Harman, Krell, Lexicon, Martin
Logan, NHT, Onkyo, Pioneer, Rel RCF, Yamaha, TV
and projection systems, 2 screen home cinema
complex. 0% finance avallable countrywide (subject to
status). Professional home installatiion and design
consultancy, Open Monday to Saturday 10am-5 30pm

NORFQLE

BASICALLY SOUND The Old School, School
Road, Bracon Ash {Nr Norwich), Norfolk, NR 14
8HG.Tel (01508) 570 829 Stoclkists of the following
leading Hi-FiArcam, Audiolab, Audio Alchemy, Dencn,
Naim, Epos, Micromega, Heybrook, Nakamichi, Rotel,
Royd, TDL, Beyer, Grado, Sennheiser, Dynavector,
and more Bada members, 2 comprehensive demo
rooms.

ZEROTH AUDIO GT Yarmouth.Tel:(01493)
443693. Audio analyst and consultant, supplier of
quality new and second user audiophile equipment for
Norfoll and Suffolk Authorised stockist of Trichord
Research, Orelle’XTC, Bandor, CableTall etc, please
phone for full list Computer aided reports on your
current system, advice updates etc. Appointments
only.

MORTHAMFTION

CLASSIC HI-Fl At Classic Hi-Fi we cover the best in
quality sounds. Be 't a queston of taste, a question of
balance or a question of price, we're the ones to help
We stock Marantz, Nad, Pioneer, Aura, Yamaha,
Heybrook, LFD, Sugden, Rotel, Kenwood, B & W, Kef,
Rogers, Monitor Audio, JPW. Shearne Audio, Royd,
Audio Alchemy, Teac and many more. For more
details call 01536 310855

LISTEN INN 32 Gold Street, Northampton, NNI
IRS. Tel (01604) 37871 Fax (01604) 601 430 Linn,
Rega. Audolab, Naim. Denon, Arcam, KEF, Marantz,
Royd. Micromega, Mission, Rotel, Myryad. Epos, and
more Opsn |0am-5 30pm (closed Thursday)

HI-FI WORLD

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE
CASTLE SOUND & VISION 48-50 Maid Marian
Way, Nottingham, NG| 6GF Tel 01159 584 404
New Hi-F aid Home Theatie widlet now apen
e cantre of Nottnghiw effesng all dhe e
brands
and demo rcoms

CHANTRY AUDIO 18-18a Eldon Street,
Tuxfore. Nv Newack, Notts NG22 OLH Tel
01777 870372

SME, Meridian. Ruark Rotel Michi Audion
Monitor Audio + much more Three demo roonis
inc Home Cinema. home trial. free installation,
service dept Access. vaa, credit facimies, Mail
order, Mon-Sat 9 30-6 00, Sus and evenwngs by
apposntment

DEFINITIVE AUDIO seives the frst time
purchaser and the seasoned audiophile with the
same high level of care and interest Our aim is
long term customer satifaction We achweve thi
with quality impartial adwice. suality back up ang
service and genuine interest i your needs We
have an established reputation for achuen! sound
quality benchmarks with innovation. We have an
extensive range of carefully selected agencies We
are open Mon-Fri 9 30-6 30, 5at 10 00-1.30
Visa Mastercard Amex  Delveries natonwide and
worldwide Extensive second hand stock
compcnents from £10.00 to £75000 Call fot mors
information TelFax (0115) 9813562

NOTTINGHAM HI-FI CENTRE 120-122
Alfreton Road. Nottingham Tzl - 01602 786919
Over 25 years experience superb demo rooms
extensive range, free phrlung Mon-Sat 9-5 30

OXFORDIMIRE

ASTLEY AUDIO LTD 3 Marketplace,
Wallingford (midway between Oxford und
Reading) 01491 839305 Aura, BAW, Technics.
Panasonic, Pioneer, Kenwood Sory. Yamuha
Denon, Dual, Marantz, Mission, Tannoy Kaf
Mordaunt Short One Listening and one Home
Cinema room. Home trial. free installation. Service
department. Access, Visa, Amex, Diners. Instant
credit Tues-Fri 9-5 30, Sat 9-5 Records & CDs
stocked

OVERTURE HI-FI, 3 Church Lane, Banbury,
OX16 8LR Tel (01295) 272158. Arcam, Bose,
Denon, Heybrook, KEF, Linn Products. Mission.
NAD, Naim Audio, Quad, Yamaha. For sswsible
unbiased advice, call Oxfordshire's audes wapasis
Superb demo facilities No appts NeckRlty,
service dept free install home tral AcchibiViss,
instant credit. Mon-Fri 10-6, Sat 9.30-5.30

AUDIO T 19 Old High Street, Headington,
Oxford (01865) 65961 Great Value on Acoustic
Energy, Arcam, Audiolab. Cyres. Denon, KEF. Line
Marantz, Meridian, Micromega, Mission NAD,
Pioneer, Quad. Rotel, Techmics, Trichord
Research, Yamaha & more. Tues-Fri 10-6 Sat 9 30-
5.30. Thurs until 8.00 3 year Hi-Fi guarantee 30
day free upgrades PX Selected Interest Free 2
listening rooms Home Cinema specialists BADA
Bonded.

OXFORD AUDIO CONSULTANTS. Cantay
House, Park End Street, Oxford OX| {JE Tel
{01865) 791665 Quad, Denon, Spendor, Aura,
Micromega. Ruark. B&W, Pink Triangle, Roksan,
Krelt, Sonus Faber, NAD, Rotel, Musical Fidelity.
Pioneer, Marantz, Rogers, TDL, Demo room,
Home trial and free installation. Instant credit,
Access, Amex, Visa. 10-6 Mon-Sat.

WESTWOOD & MASON 46 George Street,
Oxford Tel Fax 01865 247783 Open 10 00am -
5.00pm Closed all day Thursday Demonstration
by appointment if possible Spacious demonstration
lounge. We stock : Naim, Rega, Arcam, Mission,
Marantz, Denon, Yamaha. Klipsch, Royd, B&W,
Ayra, Rotel, Chord Co., Infimity, KEF, etc

SHROPEHIRE

ADAMS & JARRETT Hi-Fi and Home Cinema
Specialist. Phone or visit us at 6-18, Norman Road,
St. Lconards-on-Sea, E Sussex. (01424)
437165/432398, Stockist of quality equipment
including: Audio Innovations, Meridian, KEF, Ruarl,
Marantz, NAD, JBL. Royd. Dali, Jamo, Onlcyo. Rel,
Traget, Cable Talk, Technics, TDC, Yamaha,
Kenwood Air conditioned listening rooms, on site
service and repair facilities

SHROPSHIRE HIFl St Michael Sueet,
Shrewsbury, Shrops SY| 2ES Tel 01743 232065.
Stockists of Musical Fidelity, Mordaunt Short, Sony,
Kenwood, Pioneer, Rotel, Denon, B&W, Proac.
Audio Visual. Products available. Open 9 30 -
5.30pm Mon-Sat.

STAFFORDIHINE
SOUND OF MUSIC 95 Nantwich Road, Crewe,
Cheshire, Tel (01276) 214143, Why not listen and
hear the original sound of music and let your ears
be delighted with the best Briush Hi-Fi has to offer
from brands such as: Audio Alchemist, AV, B&W;
Castle, Exposure, Kef, Micromega, Myrad, Project,
Roksan, Shearn, TDL and many more Opening
Hours' Tues - Sat. |0 Oga'm - 6,00pm.

SUFFOLK

AANVIL AUDIO, Tecl/Fax 01359 240687
Mobile 0467 404874 Music from the Sound
Foundry' Supphiers of: [Audio Physic]:
loudspeakers, Adyton: amplifiers, Meracus: CD
transports, players, DAC's pre and power
amplifiers, Yamamura Churchill: cables and
accessories, ART: Accessories  Mail Order
Accessories/CD's Cable/Amp Stock Clearance:
Phone or fax for further details and ex-demo
hardware offers. Most major credit cards
accepted

and muck. much awre Livge Wowraom

Punk 'hlcl.lt Absolute Sounds  scund
Micromepa, DPA, Aiche=ist. CD dewslopeierss.

EASTERN AU
01473 217 2

NAD s
Tap:’: tock

credit facilies. A BAD

INFIDELITY 9 Hgn Stisec Han
uror Thames K 3y
Stoclists of Arcam. Creek,
Micromega, Naim Aut '
Royd, Teac Yamaha Op

- 700pm

ry-
ROGERS HIFI 13

101483) 561049 B&W C
Harmon Kardon, Kenwood
Mordaunt Short, Moth, Myria
Pioneer Rel Royd. Ruark
Teac. Thotens Dem

Saturday, 9 30-6pm, later by appt

SPALDINGS HI-F) 352 4 Lower Add
Croydon S CRO 7AT 0181 654 |
de=r rooms wnd Home e ary
Muridun, Linr. Quad, Arcam, A s
Denon. Tarway, Marantz, Ruark Moe-Sat

8. Service dept {3 Dem rooms incl. A’ )
SURREY HIFI 45 + Street, Godstone. $
RH9 8LS 101883y 7447S5 Demenstra
Frar sarkwy asalable “Home C
Demomwwranon * Arcim Audiolab Kef Kef R
Rogers, TDL, Thorens. Denon, B )
Yamaha. M&K Sub-woofers, Musical Fidelit; b
Talk, Qudos. Stands Unique Alphasﬁ.“_’arg
Partingron Atacama Stands. Bayer Headphones.
Sencihwier 0% seterest Cowdit Cards, Fros sl
serwice dept Closed all day Wednesday

UNILET SOUND & VISION 35 High
Strect, New Malden, Surrey. Tel (CIB1) 942
9567 or Fax. {0IBI) 336 0B20. Six superb dem
rooms. Interest free credit on all leading
brands “ Also Open Sundays 10 - 400pm.

ZEBRA 18-24 Brighton Road. South Croydon Tel.-
0181 - 688 2093. The UK's First and Finest Home
Cinemt Store 3 Demeonstration Rooms Laser Disc
CRT and Projector TV Cestss Many brands stocked
including Arcam. Audioist. Merdien, Livicon. Kef.
Poneer Rotel. Yamana REL ard Panasomc Moe-Sat
9.30-6 00pm All major credit cards accepted Finance
available Evening demonstrations by appointment

SUBSEX (EAST)

ADAMS & JARRETT H. Fi and Home Cinema
Speciams Prone or wiue v at 6-18. Normar Rowd, St
Leona-ds-on Sea. ESussex 101424) 437165432398
Stoclkist of quality equipment including Audio
Innovations, Meridian, KEF, Ruark Marantz, NAD, |BL.
Royd, Dali, Jamo. Onkyo. Re! Traget. Cable Talk,
Techmes, TDC Yumaha Kenwood Arr conditioned
Istening Taoms, on site serwas ind rphe faclives

THE POWERPLANT "Brighton s Leading Hifi
Shop" 66 North Street, Brighton, Tel 01273 775978
Comfortable listening rooms Knowledgeable and
approachable staff Rokews Microm: Exposure,
Audiolab, Epos. Rotel Marantz, CyrusT.L Arcam,
Mistion and more

SURLEN (WEST)

AUDIO DESIGNS 26 High Strect, East Grinstead,
West Sussex RHI9 3AS TebFax (01342) 314569 Hi-
F. Homw crmems + skt room speclists Authcrised
specalints of Arcam Audiolab Castle Cywus. Epos.
KEF, Lan {inc AVS1}, Maranez, Mission, Nwm, Proneer
(inc LaserDisc). Quad, Rel, Rotel. Sony, Soundstyle,
Stands Umque, Target, Thorens. Yamaha & more. 3
dedicated demonstration "ooms - Hi-Fi & Home
cnemt Service dept 0% finance avafiable 9 30-6 00
Mon-Sat. Late by appomtmen:

DEFINITIVE AUDIO Tel fax Brighton 01273
276716, We specialise in the assembly of natural
sounding dynamic audio systems which use high
quahty valve amplificauion and high efficiency
loudsprakers If dynamic, effortless sound with
#awral timbre appeals to you gve us 1 “ng 'f you
prefer small stramed wearing transistor sownd don't
bother, If you are a first time buyer bewildered by
the amount of choice and opinion give us a ring
anyway Selected components from Arcadia Audio
Innovations, Audio Note, Border Patrol, Bigvura.
Goldring, Living Voice. SME. Yoyd Relaxed
demonstrations in comfortable home enviroment
Appointments only please VisatAccess No Credit

HEATHERDALE AUDIO LTD 202 Findon Road,
Worthing. Sussex Tel- 01903 872288 or 0860
660001 #ves Three comfortable demonstration
lounges where you can auditon. Audionote, Krell,
Audio Research. Klipsch. Martin Logan, Apogee.
Sonus Faber, Theta, SM.E. Copland, Voyd,
Magneplanar, EM.F, Lumley Reference, Creek, Rotel.
Heybrook, Clearaudio Pnone for used stock list

We are the South Coast's Premier Hi-Fi Specilist

d Radiio History

Spot Suree
63140
Arca

PW
Hendan -
Michell Gyro
Fdelity -

Semibesser - Systerrds
Tannoy - Thor,
Yamaha Much Much More

$Q Feet w D |
very Best Hi A‘ ;';, ':
Nice coffee Nec Seive

Howw Tﬁ.%

Credit Open 9 30am to

GRIFFIN AUDIO 94
7AH Te! 0121 622 2230 Fax
St 10206 pm 3
from Griffie Audio 0
very best hi-fi with systems

Ask for Bob, Tim or Alex.
Denon Linn Musical Technology.

hvan, Stax

AUDIO T 60 Fleer Street.
Great Value on Acoustic Energy, A
Denon KEF, Linu, Marantz, Me
Mhssion, NAD, Naim, Nakarmich, G
Trichord Research  Yamaba & n
930+6 3 year Hi-F quarsvcee. Free
30 day free upgrades Home tr;
Selected Intcrest Free Credit 2 histenng rooms
Cinema specialists BADA Bonded

SALISBURY HI-FI LTD, IS Catnerine §
Sstary, Wikstvre SP1 2DF Tel (01722) 322169, Arcam,
B&W, Celestion, Denon, KEF, K d, Mara
Meridian, Micromega, NAD, Ruark. Sony. Yamah
Dem rooms. Friendly. relaxed atmosphere Professic
adwce Home der avadable Service departn
wseatlavon Home trial fachities Access V
Irterest free crede. Iasant credt Open Mon-Sat 9.

THE RIGHT NOTE - See under AVON heading

WORTESTEFS-S
COLORAMA H Fl 27 Kiegfisher Wik lisher
Centre, Redditch, Worcs B97 4EY 1015271 597260
Maratiz Rotel, Harman Kardon. ixos Sennbwiser, Toac, &
NAD, Onkyo. TDL. Polk Audio, B&W. Full Pro-logic
products In-store integraated dem facilives. No appts
“equred, service dept Access, Visa Open 9-5.30, closed

Thursdays
DECEMBER 1997 n

o
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STRATHCLYDE

COLIN MACKENZIE'S HIFI CORNER 52
Gordon Street Glasgow 0141 248 2840 Rose 5t
Edinburgh 0131 220 1535, | Haddmgtan Place,
Edinburgh 0131 556 7901 and 44 Cow Wynd, Falkirk
01324 62901 |. Audiolab, Cyrus, Sound-Bytes, Meridian,
etc Most major Brands stocked Free five year
guarantee on all loudspeakers, keen prices

PREMIER AUDIO Wakcfield (01924) 255045,
A brand new company offering a range of
exciting Audiophile products carefully selected
and professionally demonstrated Equipment
Includes Awudio Synthesis, Chord Company.
Classe, cable Talk, DPA, EAD, Exposure,
Harbeth Kora, Mirage, Myryad.Orelle, Trichord
and many others demonstration facilities,
Home demonstrations & Free installation Part
Exchange & wused ecurpment Available
telephone for details and opening offers.

MIDLAND AUDIO EXCHANGE 181, Franche
Ro nster Worcs DY!1 SAD Tel 01562
2236 Mobde 0421 605966 Open seven days a3 week,

m to 6.30pm By appomntment Evenmng demos
raoms. home derios Part sxcie
welcome.service faciliry, frec delivery Analogue
nd speciabst Agencies include Robur.Rega
onote, Audio Alctemy, Apogee. Procted, B&W

ch, H ybrook. Sonic hink. QLN and many
Visa and Swinch, firnce o request JAMES KERR & Co., 145 Bath 5t. Glasjow 014} 226
5711 Giasgow's oldest established hifi specialst, now at
-Fi 2 & 20 New rd Bromgaee Warc's Tel new lurger premises
Aua, Apollo, Audioguest, bdw, Daror,

ain "; . Kaf, Kenwood. Marantz.  ==T=TTTTC SCOTLAND------- STEREO STEREO 278 5t Vincent Street, Glasgow,
N k o Orkyo Pioneer. qed, to' Tel 0141 248 4079 E mail Stereo @ cix
3 heiser, Sony, Tannoy, Thorens, etc CENTRAL compulink.co.uk We will supply the most musical sound

*u\y"n‘l
Al @ o ¥
o A

for your budget and if you tale the tme to msit us we
will take the tme to return the comphment with free
installation of your chosen equipment Ogen [0-6.00pm
closed Sunday, Tuesday Installat on Natiop-wide interest
frec credit available

Rooms, Home Crema Specists, 0%
lected products, Part Exchange
ﬁ'\* mnge of television.

COLIN MACKENZIE'S HIFI CORNER 52
Gordon Strect Glasgow 0141 248 2840 Rose 5t
Edmburgh 0131 220 1535, | Haddington Place.
Edinburgh 013] 556 7901 and 44 Cow Wynd,

DIO 158 Ombersly Roza  Falkiuh 01324 6290t Audiolab, Cyrus, Sound-

Tel 01905 458046 Fax 01905 Bytes. Meridian, etc Most major Brands — =-=eseecme=s WALES------- Smas
I Nakamicht, NAD s!ocked_ Free five year guarantee on all
Audo Rusearch, Keel  ‘oncispearirs. kuve prices NORTH WALES

JAMES KERR & Co . 145 Bath 5t. Glasgow 0141
226 57'1 Glasjow’s oldest established hifi
speciahist. now at new larger premises

DUMERIES & GALLOWAY
RIVER HI-F1 28 Church Crescent,
Dumfries (situated above Barnstorm
Records) Tel 01387 267048 Fax. Mobile.
0468 038306. Selected Agencies include
Naim, Rega, Roksan, Ruark, Alchemist,
Pro-Ac, Kef, Trichord, Marantz, QLN.
Tannoy. Orelle, Rote!. Teac. Audiomeca,
Tuangle, Castle, Opera, Infinity, Densen,
Musicat Fidelity. Neat, Revox, Apogee.
Ortofon, Pro-ject Turntables,
Sennheiser, Stax, Grado. Primare, Jeff
Rowland. Marston, Soundstyle, Stands
 Unique, Atacama, Nordost, Van den
., Hul, Chord Company, MIT, etc.

o“ # Showroom and 2 Listening Rooms

~ ‘Appoi dh demonstrations
X ppointments and home de tratio
available

eve’s by appt only
ACOUSTICA 17 Hosle Rd, Chester CH2 INH Tel
01244 344227 See our main ad under Cheshire.

s ;‘n‘ldc‘i Street
274 One of the
North of England.

‘Audio Resewrch
onus F_Zhl Castle.

ACTON GATE AUDIO 4 Ruabon Rosd, ‘Arexham,
North Wales, Tel 01978 364500. Audio Visual
Specilists Awa, Arcam, Aura, Bose, B&W, Beard,
Canon, Celestion, Castle, Denon, Jamo, Marantz,
Michell, Mission, Motdaunt Short, Pro-Jecc, Musical
Fidehty, NAD, Nacamch, Micromega, QUAD. Radford,
Rotel, Rega, Ruark, Tannoy, Thorens, UKD. Yamaha,
DSP Club Member, Demo Room, instalfaugn service
Easy Parking and Motorway access. All maor credit
cards accepted 930 - 5 30 daily Closed Wed: pm.

ELECTRO TRADER {9 Colwyn Creszent, Rhos on
Sea, Calwyn Bay. Clwyd, Wales, LL2B 4RN. (01492)
548932. NOW APPOINTED SUGDEN DEALER FOR
THE NORTH WEST Rotel. Yamaha, NAD, Harman,
Kardon, Teac. Alphason, Heco. Infimry, <EF, JBL.
Sugden,Tannoy. Rotel Mich, Haybrook, Acoustic
Retearch, Ruskk and Soundstyle tn-pod racks etc Dem
room appts preferred Home trial. Free install. Access,
Visa, Open 930 - 1.00.2.00 - 530 Men-Saz

. LOTHIAN
 LOUD & CLEAR 520 5t Vincent Street,
387 stone. Glaspow G3 8XZ Tel (0141) 221
21 - mot just snwotker hi-fi siop. combining
o dly advice with specially sclected products
and ¢ h* Peno: prices. Three dem rooms and
nstallation fagiiutes Interest Free
alable, on selected products Nam
Alchtee st. Marartz. Denon. Rotel,
stemdek, Aiwa, Kef, Tannoy, TDL,
Short. Royd. Epas Mon-Sat 10 00am -
Thursdey 1000 am 7 00pm
entary parking at PC World.
reet

GAAMORCAN (SOUTH)

AUDIO EXCELLENCE [34-6 Crwys Road Cardiff
CF2 4NR. Tel 01222 228565 Fax. 01222 398201. All
thats best in lifi carefuly selected and demonistrated
py friendly knowiedgeable staff, at prices o suit all
budgets Delivery and installation, home dems, part
exchange, i nouse wotkstops ful credit fachities with
interest free on selected items Tuesday - Saturday 9.00
- 530 Closed Mondwy

-)"‘

SOUND DR. JULES SWANSEA. 01792280 061. Call
now for price #st. UK or overseas Hi end new and
pre-owned hi-fi at an affordable price. Home teial prior
to purchase Rekable courer service and repir service
Friendly and enthusiasuc advice, day or evering seven
days aweek A service 1o suit you

CLAMORGAN (WEST)
AUDIO EXCELLENCE 9 Hgh Stzet Swonaee, SAI
ILE Tel 01792 474608 Fax 01792 645087. Ail thats
best n hi-fi carefully selected and demonstrated by
frwndly nowiedgeatie staff, at prices to suit all buagets
Delivery and installation, home dems. part exchange, n
house workshops, ful credit fichues wity inserwst free
on selected items Tuesday - Saturday 940 - 5.30

M ZIE'S HIF! CORNER 52
gow 0141 248 2840 Rose 5t
220 1535 | Haddington Place,
7901 and 44 Cow Wynd
Audiolab, Cyrus, Sound-
Most major Branes
ar guarantee on all

Bath St Glasgow 0141
Idest established hift
premses.

en Road. Edinburgh  Closed Mordey
963 Fax 0131 555
land, Naim Audro, cemeeee-=-|]RELAND----c-----

- DPA AVI Marutr
. Theta Digital,
mist AVl
enmg Rooms.
. Delivery and
00 pre Please
Fraser, Mark, or

CLONEY AUDIO 55 Main Street. Bladkrosk, Dublin.
Tel 2889449 2888477 Fax 2834887 Produc™s include
Arcam, Casise, Phinps, Rogers. Epos, BEW. Naim
Audio, Meridian and others Open Tues'Sar [0am-6pm
Thurw'Fr ‘1l 9pm Closed Mondays

DUBLINN HI-Fl 38 Aungier Strest Dubbn 2 Tel (00
353) | 4785205 Fax (00 353) 14785219. We all have
two ears and one mouth - use trem accordingly. We
 only stock the bes: producs. desed on performance asd
reliablity - not reviews ot sales patter, Call Mark or
drop in for a Inten Twver srge sprwher demo rooms
Free delivery and swtaliater) Ful service department
Open Mon-Fr: 10-7 Sat 10-6

VINYL L EECOND MU, CHDER

AUDIOPHILE INTERNATIONAL PO Box 303,
Chobham. Surrey. GU24 8YP Specalists m ligh quelity
weiyl & CD Telephore Ortier 01276 855540855578
Fax Order 01276 855580 E-Mail salesiaudiophile u-
ne:com Ovder you™ own free copws of Audiopaies
Update Catiiogues and get the most imfurmatve guide
to the st viny! and audiophib: releases 2 umes o

yr

St"uz
Audiolab,
pos. Heybrook

Meridian
W Ploneer,

-k Tannoy.

0 Mon-

World Radio Histor:

DIVERSE MUSIC 12 Upper Dock Street. Newpert,
Gwent. NE9 |DF. 9am-530pm Mon-Sat Internet site
http Iwww diverse-music.co uk Phonefax 01633
259661 1 256261 E-mail- sales@diverse-
music clxcouk Catalogues avalable Mastercard, Visa,
Amea, Swicn, JCB. New and forthcoming releases
Biue Note |80gm LPs - re-issued on |4th Apnl {very
fimited) al.o large curvent and bacl catalogue stock
seleciion. P&P £1.00 st LP, additional LPs 50p each
{max £3.50) Please contact us for more details =d
catalogues

LIONEL’S VINYL PO Box 22, Biggleswade, Beds,
5GI8 878. Tel 01767 314936 Fax: 01767 318462 E-
Mail: mafe34@dial pipex com We stock a large range
of quality assured secondhand vinyl, covering e
whole musical spectrum. All purchases are fully
guaranteee, «nd we will professionaly clean records
prior to pusang, if requested All albums are priced o
sell quickly (from £1 00/L P.), and Worldwide Export is
a spemality Send A4 SAE or Phone 01767 314536
now lor free catalogue

SILVERNOTE PO Box 158, Cheshunt, Herts, EN7
6UH Always wanted: Vintage and Modern Equipment.
Reco-ds & CD's Tele'fax Seeve on 01992 620905

VINYL DEMAND Stockists of VPI record cleaning
machines sl the widest range of audiophile wnyl in
the UK - at the best prices. Living Stereo, Verve,
Mobike fidelizv, Decca, Absolute Analogue, Testament,
MCA, DCL Also a vast range of analogue accessores
Phone 01425-654545 or Fax 01425-654400 for orders
or caralogues

VIVANTE - LONDON 74 Heathfield North,
Twickenham TW2 7QW Te! 0181891 3433 One of
the UK's largest importer and distributor of audiophile
and conventional vinyl 1s now operating a mail order
serviee specidising in jazz and classical reissues  Latels
incluge Deca. London, Deutche Gramaphon, Archiv,
EMI. Telefanwen, Testament, Verve, MPS, Milestose,
Fantasy, Pabki and more  Extensive catalogue availalle.
Access/Visa uccepted

v e SNINTAGE

AUDIO CLASSICS Audio Classics 7 Mellotane
Acoustics Co. P.O Box 67. Wigan, Greater
Manchester WN2 3AG. Tel 01942 257525 Fux:
01942 525361. Mobile: 0585 476574, E-mail:
meli@tone u-net com Hi-Fi bought. sold repaired and
renowated Mall order and wintage speciahsts Piease
see our main ad {look under the ad index to find) for
further inflarmaten.

—om X DEMONS TRAT ION

AFFORDABLE AUDIO. (Northampton) Pre-
Owned H-F Specialists. 168 Wellingborough Road.
Northampten, NN1 4DU Tel { 01604) 845138
Mobie: (0370) 877893 . Urgently required: compact
disc collecuons, hi-fi separates, especially Linn
products, Naim Audio, Cyrus Electronics, Musical
Fidefity, Quad Electronics, almost anything
British American. Cash watting, part exchange
welcome. We also stock lots of audio accessories,
compact discs, vinyl, Nicam video recorders, DAT
players. Singie speaker dem room All equipment s
sold with wa rantes. All Credit Cards accepted Pleuse
phone anyume for stock update

AUDIO CLASSICS Audio Classics / Mellotane
Acowsticc Co PO Box 67, Wigan, Greater
Manchestar, WN2 3AG. Tel: 01942 257525. Fux:
01942 525861 Mobile: 0585 476574 E-muil
meli@tone.u-netcom Hi-Fi bought, so'd, repaired and
renovated. Mail order and vintage speciahsts Please
see our main ad {look under the ad index to find) for
further information

CHOICE HI-FI'Hi-Fi Exchange Open |0am-8pm. 7
days by appt Tel: 0181 392 1959/1963. Fax 0181 392
1994 Agants for Acousuc Energy. Alon. ATC,
Boulder, Bryston, Chord, Forsell, Gamma, Van den
Hul, iLumicy, Rockport, SME. Soundstyle, Straight
Wee Targe, Trichord, Tréagy, VPI, XLO and many
more We offer: generous part exchange, your
equipment purchased, show room‘dem room. sirgle
speaker dem room, trade In policy. credit card
facilites, ma order, export service, finance available.

HAZELMERE AUDIO. To hear how realistic music
can tound, please call for for an appointment, (day or
evening). Objective advice, comfortable hstening,
home-demonstration, free installatons, part excharge,
repairs and superb service Acoustc Precision, Arr
Tagent, ATL, Audomeca, Basis Classe, EAD, Fanfaare,
Henley. Magneplanar, Mirage, Monrio, Muse, Norts,
Analague. Opera, Ortofon, SD, Sirius, Straightwe,
Tice. Triangie, Trilogy. VPL High Wycombe (01494)
437892

THE HI-FI CLEARING HOUSE. Good quality i:
Fi and homee cinema lut bought, sold and par
exchungec. Piease offer us your unwanted quality it
and let us know your requirements We speciahise it
ex demo and secondhand equipment Mail orde
facilities. Switch, Delta, Visa, Mastercard. Callen
welcome but by appointment only Contact Pau
Waliton Tel 0161 432 4245 Fax 01161 442 1375

HI-FIl WORLD



Peter Herring

Find respite from Verdi's blood-curdling tale of murder and revenge two notable anniversary

£
issues; and hear how Houston definitely d‘oes;’_&a

Houston Symphony
s oh Eschenbach

Symphony No2 in C minor
Houston Symphony; conductor,
Christoph Eschenbach

KOCH INTERNATIONAL CLASSICS
3-7391-2 (DDD/70.47)

At a rehearsal in the autumn of 1872,
shortly after the work’s completion, the
members of the Vienna Philharmonic
Orchestra declared that'the Second
Symphony of Anton Bruckner was
"unplayable" despite praise for the score
from noless than Franz Liszt. Today,
even the Viennese play the'work,
though it remains one of the least
performed of the Brucknen,symphonies.
It has also entered thé repertoire of the
Houston Symphony (not among the very
top flight of American orchestras but
nevertheless a more-than-competent
band for-whom the demands of
Bruckner's scores hold no terrors) as
the peerless playing of the testing horn
solos, for example, amply testifies.

It is all the more to the orchestra's
credit that this superb playing was
achieved in the conditions of live
performances which took place in
Houston's Jones Hall over a three-day
period in February 1996. The fact that
the presence of an audience is evident

HI-FI WORLD

HI-FI WORLD

vr-,

v},\
Bruckn ! ;‘

L L wo

throughout suggests t,ha; vef‘y little
‘patching' was done in the process of
compiling the fina(master.

As with most of lBruckner's
symphonies, no sooner had the Second
received its first performance in Vienna,
on October 26, 1873, than supporters
of the composer began to suggest
changes to make the work easier to play
and more palatable to uncomprehending
audiences. Like most conductors today,
Christoph Eschenbach uses the original
1872 score - or at least that version of it
produced by the Austrian scholar
Robert Haas during the 1930s in which
he cleansed the work of what he
Indeed, of
the recommendable versions of the
Second currently available only Karajan
employs an 'inauthentic' score, the
Nowak edition, but still reinstates
several of the more grotesque cuts.

Eschenbach’s approach to the
symphony suggests respect rather than
affection. It is a powerful, weighty
reading. The broad tempos lend
intensity to the climaxes and the slow

described as "foreign matter”.

movement has a soaring nobility. In the
scherzo, Eschenbach combines urgency
and ferocity with impressive control; the
playing of the Houston Symphony's
brass is quite awesome. In contrast, the
playing of the genial triofséction - its
melody one that Brudqa%Q"'fellow
Austrian Franz Schubert olﬁé have
been proud of - is su a ‘,r axed,
while in the finale Escheri;ach, grasp of
the symphony' Sstructure’is at its most
telling. Rarely have | heard the closing
episodes of this\wokk so cogently and
meaningfully exp;‘eg,sed.

Such a coolly objective overview has
much to commend it and this
monumental performance is never less
than involving. Many Bruckner
enthusiasts may well prefer it to

ﬁave a problem with the music of Anton

Riccardo Chailly's more relaxed
approach in his Decea recording,
although that does h_ave the benefit of
being recorded in the glorlous acoustic
of Amsterdam'’s Concengebouw For
Christoph Eschenbach, engineer Tood
Hulslander has opted more for impact
and cIarity gf_gextu':e than atmosphere,
and thatfs a falr mattl\ftsr the
interpretation.

Requiem Mass/Missa Fors
Seulement et al

Chunson. Fors Seulement

Chanson: Du Tout
Plongiet/Fors Seulement
The Clerks' Group; director,
Edward Wickham

ASV GAUDEAMUS CD GAU 168
(DDD/71.11)

As the year marking the five-hundredth
anniversary of Ockeghem's death draws
to a close, the commemorations of this
somewhat shadowy figurehead of the
music of the Middle Ages can be
assessed. Without question, the
outstanding contribution has come from
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b\ Record of the mont’li'n

String Quintet in F major
Op88*/Clarinet Quintet in B
minor Op115§

Brandis Quartett; Brett Dean,
viola*; Karl Leister, clarinet§
NIMBUS NISS1S (DDD/67.18)

There is something appealingly old-
fashioned about this recording - and
that is meant as a compliment. Its style,
its sound, its spontaneity, its natural
warmth of expression all remind me of
the great recordings of 30 or 40 years
ago through which !
discovered the treasures
and pleasures of chamber
music. These were
recordings by the likes of
the Quartetto ltaliano, the
Amadeus String Quartet,
the Melos Quartet, the
Hungarian String Quartet
and others. All were
characterised by an
intimacy and an
understanding between the
players; it was almost as if
the listener was being
allowed to eavesdrop on a
private performance, and it
was all in sharp contrast to
the approach of some of
today's chamber ensembles
where an icy, clinical
precision appears to be the
paramount aim.

There are many
honourable exceptions to
this criticism, of course, and the
German-based Brandis Quartett is one
of them, which is not'surprising given
that for many years the ensemble's
eponymous first violin, Thomas Brandis,
was |eader of the Berlin Philharmonic
under Karajan. Here Brandis is joined
by an ex-BPO colleague, its erstwhile
principal clarinettist Karl Leister, in a
performance of Brahms' magical
Clarinet Quintet, and by the young
Australian violist, Brett Dean, in the
much less well-known F major String

DECEMBER 1997

Quintet of 1882.

Compared to the hullaballoo which
accompanied the bitentenary of
Mozart's deathiin 1991, kthis year's one
hundredth anniversary.of the passing of
Johannes Brahms{1833:97) has been
notable more for the restraint shown
by the record companies in marking the
occasion. Probably Brahms isn't
considered as 'marketable’ as Mozart -
his life-story wouldn't merit a 'biopic’ -
and that is to be regretted. The Clarinet
Quintet, for example, is every bit as
melodically rich, engaging and heart-

>

Nimbirs Records

BRANDIS QUARTETT
Karl Leister ¢ Brett Dean

warming in its ldee.e‘ply-fejt lyric beauty as
that of Mozart. That much i§ amply
demonstrated in-this! perfdr'mance by
Karl Leister and the BFa‘ndié Quartett.
Brahms fully_exploits the
characteristics of the clarinet, especially
its unrivalled capacity to express wistful,
elegaic nostalgia, and Leister's suave,
languorous tone is ideally suited to this
work. His playing throughout is both
exemplary and seductive, poised in the
flowing lines of the slow movement,
fluent in the marvellous set of five

variations which make up the finale. And
the strings of the Brandis Quartett are
always equal partners in this beautifully
integrated music-making.

The parallel with Mozart is
maintained by the other work here, the
String Quintet Op88. This was a genre
in which Mozart excelled, but after
Schubert's solitary masterpiece of 1828
- for many the finest chamber music
ever written - it lapsed into disuse.
Brahms revived the form, returning to
Mozart's instrumentation, which
employed tworviolas, rather than that of
Schubert who preferred a
second cello. His first
effort, in 1862, was
unsuccessful in its original
guise (he later reworked
it as the Piano Quintet
Op34) but of the F major
Op88 of twenty years
later he observed to his
publisher, with
uncharacteristic pride,
“You have never before
had such a beautiful work
from me."

Despite Brahms'
confidence in the piece,
the F major Quintet is
much less performed
than its G major
companion Opl 11, the
Brandis' fine recording of
which (Nimbus N{5488)
was reviewed in these
pages earlier in the year.
Perhaps this equally
persuasive performance of the earlier
quintet will go some way to earning the
work its rightful recognition as one of
Brahms' brightest and most optimistic
compositions. Its breezy, bustling quality
proves an excellent foil for the
introspective reflection of the Clarinet
Quintet. And if these immensely
satisfying performances remind me of a
‘golden age' of chamber music, then so
does the rich, seamlessly blended and
tonally lustrous sound. A recording to
savour time and again.
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or Email: edit@ hi-fiworld.co.uk

SUBSCRIBE

*1 year’s subscription only £25 (£2.09 per issue!), and we mail it to you
free. * Get to our amazing classified ads first and grab a bargain. * Run by
dedicated hi-fi engineers and enthusiasts, HI-FI WORLD has become famous
for its informative reviews and radical kit designs.
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SLATE AUDIO

Linking The Past, Present & Future

i 3 THE SPEAKERSTAND ®
The best speaker supports in the world.

State of the art in performance and design, custom made to suit any loudspeaker. Solid slate, supremely
rigid and totally neutral” (*Slate was chosen after extensive testing on all other stones)

SPEAKER PLATFORMS ISOLATION PLATFORMS TURNTABLE PLATFORMS SHELVING SYSTEMS

“Immaculately finished, sublimely rigid, on a par with the best stands I've used.” Ken Kessler, Hi-Fi
News R/R. “An astonishing degree of instrumental separation, stable and holographic, with great
precision and remarkable poise. The ultimate in high fidelity supports.” David Prakel, Hi-Fi Answers.
“Superbly finished, the sound quality was considered to be first rate.” Martin Colloms, Hi-Fi News R/R.
“The sound quality when using the Slate Audio stands proved to be a revelation, something special.”
Paul Messenger, Hi-Fi Choice. “The finish is excellent, the sound quality magnificent and
breathtaking.” Tom Bryant, The Telegraph. “The Slate stand is unusual and expensive, but if you are
after an exceedingly neutral stand it's the leading contender. This stand offers an exceptionally neutral
platform for speakers; highly transparent sound leads to musical performances with real insight.”
SOUND QUALITY: B B B B B Malcolm Steward Hi-Fi Choice.

SLATE AUDIO GARRARD 301 and 401

The best and most musical record players in the world.

Our researched Solid Marble Plinth System® advances the state of the art and brings the
Garrards into the 215t century. All wooden plinths produce unacceptable levels of coloration,
microphony and feedback, with poor signal to noise ratios. When dealing with a
thoroughbred you must respond with a firm hand, as anybody who has heard the ('S
transformation will testify.

No other plinth system can claim to improve the performance of these superb players.
Dear Myr. Soper,

Thanks for sending me the plinth for my Garrard 401. I must confess, that I was a bit
sceptical about it, when I ordered one - after all, I bought it, without the possibility of
listening to it first. But the results I get are really unbelievable. There is no rumbling,
instead dzep, deep bass and an awthority, I never heard before from my records. And
believe me, I tried some of the best turntables around (Linn LP 12, Roksan Xerxes).
Now I'm waiting for the forthcoming power-supply. The day I place my order for it, I
will do so without being a bit sceptical. Thanks again for a marvellous piece of art.

,l/ —
MR TEILINGER-A(\:TRIA Notbing sings ke a diamond

THE GLASSMAT ®
The finest platter mat in the world.

<< The Glassmat ® was developed to improve the performance of the Garrard 301 and 401 record players.
However it also gives astonishing results when used on other turntables. So effective is its performance,
we have now made it available as a universal replacement mat. In all cases other mats introduce
colorations of their own, robbing the music of large amounts of detail and ambience. In order to achieve
maximum information retrieval with optimum damping, a hard and unyielding material is required. Glass
is ideal in every respect, damping is complete, the playing surface being quite simply sublime. In terms of
detail resolution and sheer three dimensional ability, no other mat comes close. But then you still have to
consider the absolute clarity, precision and solidity of the presentation. This is the uitimate platter mat.

THE POWERHOUSE OUR QUARTZ REFERENCED GARRARD 301/401 TD124 AND UNIVERSAL POWER SUPPLY. “KILLER” K.K.
THE TABLESTROBE QUARTZ REFERENCED STROBE GUN DESIGNED SPECIFICALLY FOR THE GARRARD 301 AND 401.

THE MANDSTROBE QUARTZ REFERENCED HAND HELD STROBF SUITABLE FOR ANY TURNTABLE WITH SPEED ADJUSTMENT.
STORMFORCE SOLID MARBLE ENCLOSURES®FOR ALL TANNOY DUAL CONCENTRICS. BEWARE.STRUCTURAL DAMAGE MAY OCCUR!
HUMDINGER ELEVATE YOUR EARLY SME 3009S2 TO 1997 STATUS. BREATHES NEW LIFE INTO A GREAT CLASSIC.

BACKLASH SUPERB SME 3009 & 3012 GOLD PHONO SOCKET CONVERSION, INCLUDING OFC LEADS: BRILLIANT? YES.
BRAZEN UPGRADE YOUR V15ill WITH OUR ALLOY RE-BODY AND MICRO RIDGE STYLUS; INSANE? NO.

SOL/D MARBLE PLINTH SYSTEMS® ALSO FOR EMT AND THORENS TD124.

SLATZ AUDIG GARRARD 301 AND 401 ARE AVAILABLE COMPLETE OR MARBLE PLINTH SYSTEM® ONLY.

SME CELEBRATION ARMS WITH SPECIAL GRAPHICS “SLATE AUDID 301 OR 401 CELEBRATION” AND “SLATE AUDIO TD124 CELEBRATION" 309 ¢ 312 IV e V.

THE TONEARM OUR SPECIAL VERSION OF THE FAMOUS REGA RB300, FITTED WITH GOLD PHONOS. .

SME 300952 (1997 VERSION) A PERFECT MATCH FOR OUR V1511 BRAZEN AND THE NEW SHURE V15V x MR. “STILL CRAZY AFTER ALL THESE YEARS".

THE SPIKEKIT SPECIALLY DEVELOPED TO FIT DIRECTLY T0 FLOOR STANDING LOUDSPEAKERS OR ANY WOODEN SUPPORT ADJUSTABLE AND VERY SIMPLE TO FIT.

BE BRAVE FACE YOUR FEARS LIVE YOUR DREAMS

SHURE STYLUS PRESSURE GAUGE » GARRARD 301 SWITCH SUPPRESSOR * TURNTABLE SERVICING » GARRARD 301 LEVER SET « GARRARD 301 FIXING BOLT SET
STROBE DISC » GARRARD 401 CONTROL PANEL SET  GARRARD 301 MOTOR PULLEY » FULL RESTORATION OF GARRAROS TO ORIGINAL CONDITION

ALWAYS WANTED, GARRARD 401, GARRARD 301 AND THORENS TD124 RECORD PLAYERS, PLEASE PHONE

47 GEMINI CLOSE, LEIGHTON BUZZARD, BEDS, LU7 8UD.
VisA -y TEL/FAX: 01525 384174 MOBILE: 0421 624429 L&
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Don’t cheat yourself...
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5 Rocks Lane Barnes

London SW13 0DB

Tel: 0181 876 3355

Fax: 0181 876 3399

... 1 reat yourself
to the world’s finest audio fidelity equipment

We specialise in:
Audio visual interior design ¢ Multi-room installations ¢ ‘Life-style’ systems
Systems from £300 to over £30,000

CLEARANCE BARGAINS

AVI S2000 MP Pre-Amp (SH)
AVI §2000 MI Int Amp (SH)
AVI S2000 Reference CD
B+W CDM 1

B+W P4 ALL
B+wps - PREN°
B+W P6 BOXED
B+W DM602

Castle Eden (OAK)

Chario Academy one
Chario Hiper 1000 Tower
Heybrook Heylo
MARANTZ CD 67SE
MARANTZ CD 63 K.I. SIG
MARANTZ CD 17 K.I. SIG
MICROmega DAC
MICROmega Drive 3

Neat Critique (SH)

Quad 77 CD (Bus)

Quad 77 Pre + Console
Quad 77 Power Amp
Restek Sixtant Pwr Amp
Ruark Broadsword

Roksan Caspian Amp (SH)
Roksan Rok One
TDLRTL 31

Teac DTI DAC

Teac Tl Transport

Teac V6030S Tape
Thorens TD 180

Was NOW
£949 £499
£999 £799
£1400 £1169
£600 £479
£675 £539
£875 £699
£1095 £875
£300 £239
£470 £360
£1300 £999
£800 £499
£440 £350
£350 MASSIVE
£499 SAVING
£1299 P.O.A
£749 £599
£999 £749
£385 £285
£700 £595
£850 £699
£600 £499
£900 £599
£900 £599
£695 £549
£645 £499
£400 £249
£500 £375
£550 £439
£550 £439
£199 £145

SONNETEER ALABASTER

AUDITION THIS AMAZING AMP TODAY
£899 OR £179 deposit 6 X £120
TOTAL PAYABLE £899.
(Subject to Status)

OTHER FAVOURITES ALL AVAILABLE ON

Meridian 506 CD Player
£1100.00
£200 deposit
6 x £150 Total payable
£1100.00

(Subject to status)

Marantz CD17KI CD
£1300.00
£250 deposit
6 x £175 Total payable
£1300.00

(Subject to status)

AVl, ALCHEMIST, ANTHEM, BAYER, BOSE, BOULDER, CABLETALK, CASTLE, CHARIO,
CITATION, ELECTROCOMPANIET, EXPOSURE, FINAL, GAMMA ACOUSTICS, GENESIS,
HEYBROOK, JAMO, KEF, LINN, LUMLEY, MAGNUM DYNALAB, MARANTZ, MCINTOSH, MERIDIAN,
MICHELL, MICROMEGA, MYRYAD, PRECIOUS METALS, PROJECT, ORTOFON, QED, QUAD,
REVOX, ROKSAN, RUARK, SEQUENCE, SOUNDSTYLE, SONNETEER, SONICLINK, SENNHEISER,
SONIC FRONTIERS, SME, STAX, TDL, TEAC, TOTEM, TRICHORD, TANNOY, TARGET, XANTEK

Showroom open 10.00 to 6.00 Monday to Saturday

All Major Credit Cards Accepted ¢ Finance Arranged e 2 Demonstration Rooms

HI-FI WORLD



INTEREST
FREE

i-End

CREDIT *

WORLDWIDE MAILORDER SERVICE

@ /@ (available on selected items)

From Dublin to Durban, Sheffield to Sydney
we'll ship fully insured within days of you

placing your order. Telephone or Mailorder

Hotline NOW ON + 44 (0) 181 - 8780066

(INTEREST FREE CREDIT MAILORDER - UK ONLY)
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ROKSAN CASPIAN Range NOW AT THE HI END

AVAILABLE ON INTEREST FREE CREDIT 0%
TELEPHONE OUR MAILORDER HOTLINE ON 0181 8780066
FOR DETAILS...SHOP FROM HOME
*REMEMBER WE CAN SUPPLY VIRTUALLY AND BRAND OF
HI-FI YOU REQUIRE AT THE KEENEST PRICES

TEREST FREE CREDIT (Subject to status)

Roksan Caspian CD
£895.00
£175 deposit
6 x £120 Total payable
£895.00

(Subject to status)

Roksan Caspian Amp
£695.00
£125 deposit
6 x £95 Total payable
£695.00

(Subject to status)

NOW DEMONSTRATING

AVI Pre-amp + Monoblocks - awesome

ANTHEM Integrated/Pre/Power-Amplification -
best of Canadian valves

CASTLE SEVERN 2 - frighteningly good valve

CYMBOL - HDCD at £1299 - Unreal

CYMBOL - New Integrated amp at £499

ELECTROCOMPANIET - Class A Perfection from
Norway

GAMMA ACOUSTICS RHYTHM - single ended
integrated

GENESIS - Loundspeakers - a refreshing
alternative to Wilson Audio

GRADIENT - Loudspeakers from Finland

LINN - LP12, HI-FI + Multi Room solutions

MARANTZ - CD63SE, CD63 K.1.Sig

MERIDIAN - 500 Series

MAGNUM DYNALAB - Ultimate reference tuners.

MICROMEGA STAGE/DRIVE - Vinyl like CD - so
natural

ROKSAN - Caspian Amp + CD

RUARK - Icon, Sceptre, Broadsword - monitor heaven

RESTEK - The Germans have landed - Challenger
Il, Concret CD “Battleship hi-fi” - Truly remarkable

SONIC FRONTIERS SFCD1 - HDCD - Heaven

SONNETEER CAMPION - The best

SONNETEER ALABASTER - .The best gets better

TOTEM Model 1 - We dare you

TOTEM MANI 2 - Our best loudspeaker

TRICHORD - Revelation and Genesis CD Players

-- STOP PRESS -- -- STOP PRESS -- -- STOP PRESS --
**LIMITED STOCK****
Ruark Broadsword (Walnut/Black).

Brand New Boxed -

Normally £900.00

Yours for only - £599.99

*SUBJECT TO STATUS

HI-Fi WORLD




GAMMA
ACOUSTICS

“This amplifier possessed a seductive
vitality, a marvellous sense of
communication with the heart of the
music. Vocals were most
communicative, subtle dynamic
contrasts were portrayed very well, and
the music bounced along with a fine
sense of rhythm. This amplifier was
seriously transparent, showing great
clarity, fine stereo depth and very fine
presentation of space and amblence in
the sound stage.”

“It sounded quick, direct,
uncomplicated, with an ability to
resolve subtle textures in instrumental
scoring. Taken overall, the sound
quality score (on my usual subjectlve
listening test scale) was an impressive
23 points.

Martin Colloms

HI FI NEWS / RR March 97

The Rythm presentation as a whole
could be described as clean and
powerful, in an appealing natural
way."”...“Whether It was the string
quartets of Ravel or Debussy, Alanis
Morisette or Joni Mitchell being fed
Into the Rhythm, what emerged ailways
Impressed with its natural, easy power
and control. For those in search of an
alternative to the 300B, one which
couples the organic feel of valve
amplification with a rather un-valve-like
ear-opening bass entension and
control, the rhythm Is definitely worth
audition.”

Jon Marx
Hi-Fi World July 1996

WORLD VERDICT

artnered with sensible ‘speakers o
good bass depth, the Rhythm is capable

of impressive performance.

HAT HI*FI? says

sound *HAAK NEW AEON MONO BLOCKS £4999 A PAIR

facilities *hAKK CLEARANCE LIST
5 We have a number of Gemini tine integrated S.Ended triode Space 300B ref mk1 s/hand mint £3999 £1000
build AR AKX amplitiers with the original old front panels on at £350.00 at half
5 price to clear on a superb acclaimed products, BARGAIN ERA MK1 S/hand mint £2499 £800
ve rdICt Lofh 17 RRP XDS/MH  Epoch loudspeakers EX demo slight marks  £1499 £899.00
RHYTHM 211/VT4C Phono Ex-Demo
Dan Houston paintwork chip £2499 £999.00 Voyd BL. PSU SME 4 sliteck wired /Audionote
1.0. Audio Innovations 100 m.c.t. Bargain £4900 £2400
*
WHAT HI F' May 1 997 Rhythm Line Ex Review/as new marked £2499 £1750

Rodgers Studio 3's rosewood inc stands S/H mint £625

AEON MK1 Monoblocks 20 watt S.E.S| construction £180
Tel O 0 1 7 5 3 5 2 6939 Ex-review new marked £4999 £2999
. Epos ES14 & Stands £850 £360

Era Std. phono mm preamp New Marked £999 £399.00

F 0 01 753 5322 62 EAR 859 Integrated as new mint £2250 £800
ax n Space Reference Ex Demo £7999 £3999

Audiolab 800a Integrated amp £575 £200

oy ——

lvy Lodge, 81 Sussex Place, Slough, Royal Berkshire, SL1 1NN, England. P “Visa
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MEASURED PERFORMANCE

AMPLIFIERS

MUSICAL FIDELITY X10-D

The X10-D contains double-triode 6922
valves. Triodes in cathode-follower mode
have a gain slightly less than x| and, due to
degenerative feedback, are very linear.
The X10-D displayed negligible distortion
up to 2V. Above this distortion rose
slowly, measuring just 0.017% at
3V/10kHz. Gain was x1.1, due to the
presence of a line stage.

Frequency response was very wide at

4Hz-150kHz, so the X10-D doesn't add
'warmth’ by rolling down treble. Producing
just 4.5pV of noise it displays virtually no
measured degradation at all, so sonic
characteristics do not come from overt
performance aberrations. NK

Frecuency response 4Hz-150kHz
Separation 62dB
Noise -106dB
Distortion 0.017%
Gain x1.|

Overload 3v

Distortion

0.1

level

%)

0.05

10k frequency (Hz) 60k

Z-MAN AUDIO SIGNAL
ENHANCER

Frequency response of the Signal Enhancer
measured flat 4Hz-150kHz, so this unit
does not produce response errors to
achieve an effect. Distortion was very low
at 0.042% for 3V in/out, comprising
innocuous second harmonic, something to
ponder for those who think distortion
patterns give valves their sound. Noise

was very low at just 13pV.

Gain was unity (i.e. x|) and overload
well above 3V so the unit will pass signals
without difficulty. The Z-Man works well
in all measured aspects. NK

Frequency response 4Hz-| 50kHz
Separation 98dB
Noise -98dB
Distortion 0.042%
Gain x|

Overload 3v

Distortion

10k frequency (Hz) 60k

AUDIOLAB 8000S

The Audiolab produces é66watts into
8ohms and doubles its power to |20watts
into 4ohms, so it has excellent power
supply regulation for tight bass. However,
our sample burst into oscillation at full
output, suffered parasitics and started to
sme’l hot quickly in output-power tests,
seeming to be close to instability - not
good signs. Audioiab may have increased
feedback to reduce high-frequency
distortion to negligible levels of 0.007%,
but the stability margin looks limited.

Frequency response measured 2
usefully wide 4Hz-45kHz, and noise was
low at -97dB. Sensitivity was normal at
200mV and DC offset within safe limits at
-13mV/-1.6mV. The Audiolao measured
well except at full output, when it looked
strained. NK

Power b6watts
CD/tuner/aux.

Frequency response 4Hz-45kHz
Separation 76dB
Noise -97d8

Distortion 0.0045%
Sensitivity 200mV
DC offset -13/-1.6mV
Distortion
0.1

level

(%)

0.05

DENSEN BEAT

The Beat produces 60watts into 8ohms
and nearly doubles that into 4ohms,
measuring | |Owatts. It has plenty of
muscle and will go loud. Frequency
response measured 6Hz-18kHz and it was
obvious that Densen have rolled down
high treble quite deliberately. The usual
reasons are to create a warmer sound
and/or reduce transient intermodulation
distortion.

Sensitivity was low at 390mV. DC

HI-FI WORLD

output offset measured -15mV/-22mV.
Distortion was low ir the midband but
rose at high frequencies to 0.2%. The Beat
measured well, but its figures do suggest a
sound different from the norm. NK

Power 60watts
CD/tuner{aux.

Frequency response 6Hz-18kHz
Separation 47dB
Noise -103dB
Distortion 0.074%

i 10k frequency (Hz) 60k
Sensitivity 390mVv
DC offset -15/-22mV

Distortion

level
(%)

0.05

10k frequency (Hz) 60k
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ZeroFeedBack

Audio Consultants
Lincolnshire

01472 883722

- AUTHORISED AGENCIES -
KLIPSCH -TRIANGLE - AUDION - ARION -
SILVER SOUNDS - AUDIOMECA
NOTTINGHAM ANALOGUE

The only way to audition expensive Hi-Fi
equipment is in the comfort of your own home.
This is precisely what we specialise in, high
quality audio in your own home. If your
requirements are for vinyl, valves or high
efficiency speakers then phone
us for a home demonstration.

No video, no satellite just pure music.

Hi-Fi with Passion
Business Hours 5pm to 10pm

Talk to Shaun on the above number

Pure Sound

Call us to hear the excellent Audiophysic range of speakers. These
sensitive and dynamic speakers have received rave reviews and are also very
easy on the eye.

Talk to us about the current favourites from the Audiomeca range, the
Mephisto, Kreatura, and Damnation, alil available with Trichord clock
options, plus the new products coming out.m

A SELECTION OF OUR USED AND EX-DEM BARGAINS:

Counterpoint SA-4 monobloc valve QTL power amps £3,250
Convergent Audio Tecnology CAT SL1 Mk !l phono/line preamp £2,250

Accuphase E320b 120wpc, integrated £425
Arion Acoustics Electra - Export Chrome, line level integrated

valve amp, perfect £780
Aragon 24K phono mm/mc (and line) preamp, excellent £425
Marantz MA22 power amps, gold £850
Lumley Reference M120 VALve monoblocs, black £1975
Technics SP10 Il, Obsidian plinth £1,200
Spectral preamp, phono £1250
Futterman OTL valve power monoblocs 120 watt, pair £2,995
Pink Triangle Da Capo 1307 £725
Wadia 3200 DAC £650
Concordant Exhilarant, preamp mint £399

SME 3009 lis perfect £85

Mitchell ISO Hera mint £395
Technics ST-9600 (one of the superb analogues, AM/FM) £625
Sony CD-R1A two piece transport + DAC, quite outstanding,

hardly used £5,500
Audio Physic Virgo {90db, and no horns! - Ex dem, reduced) £2,450
Sound Labs Electrostatics - large, tall panels, integral bass unit £1550
Ensemble PL1 Reference £1,995
Triangle Altinis (beautiful speaker, sensitive for

low power valve amps) £1,499
Lumley Reference 4s - bookshelf speaker - amazing value £250

07000 750 160 01784 458176
{London, West)

Papworth Audio Technology

For many years we have supplied our superb range
of hand crafted audio equipment to the ultra
discerning high end markets in Asia and
Scandinavia.

We are now bringing our products to those in Britain
who appreciated True High Fidelity
coupled with seriously good build quality.

M100 Monobloc

One of the most
popular products in the
range,

the M100 Monobloc
will drive the most
difficult "speakers with
ease

Available soon, the stunning new MVH-200
Integrated. This hybrid tube-mosfet amplifier
brings you all the benefits of Papworth's legendary
quality at a surprisingly affordable price.

Papworth Audio Technology
All U.K. Sales and enquiries to Colin Beresford
01744 604578 (Tel/Fax)

[N
-

Kent's newest dealer is proud to
present a fresh approach to buying
Hi-Fi. If you enjoy music please
take time to audition our carefuly
selected range of both modern &
vintage equipment.

Art Audio ~ Alchemist ~ Beam Echo ~ Bravura ~ Gamma Acoustics ~
Loricraft Audio/Garrard ~ JM Labs Speakers ~ Monrio ~

Nottingham Analogue ~ Pro-ject Turntables ~ Sovereign Valves ~
Target ~ Trichord Research ~ Tube Technology

01227 742928 Q‘ 0976 402779

Ashcroft Bishopstone Lane Herne Bay Kent CTé 6RP
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AUDIO ANALOGUE PUCCINI SE

The Puccini SE delivers 40watts per channel
into 8ohms and 72watts into 4ohms, enough
to go loud with reasonably sensitive
loudspeakers. lts CD input has a normal
sensitivity of 280mV, low hiss at -99dB and a
wide bandwidth of 9Hz-123kHz. In all
respects, with CD, tuner, etc, this amplifier
measures well.

The MM disc stage was quiet but the MC
stage was very hissy. Neither has a warp
filter, so both will give deep bass but flap
reflex ‘speaker cones with warped discs.

Sensitivity and overload figures were normal.

The Puccini SE measured very well
indeed, except for its hissy MC stage. NK

Power 40watts
CD/tuner/aux.

Frequency response 9Hz-123kHz
Separation 61dB
Noise -99dB
Distortion 0.006%
Sensitivity 280mY
DC offset 0.04mV
Disc (MM)

Frequency response 14Hz-80kHz
Separation 68dB
Noise -72dB
Distortion 0.008%
Sensitivity 2.6mV
Overload 100mV

test
results

Disc (MC)

Frequency response 13Hz-75kHz
Separation 62dB
Noise -52dB
Distortion 0.008%
Sensitivity 0.3mV
Overload 5.5mv

Distortion

900060 0000000000000000000000 0000000000000 0088000000000 00000000 0008000 U N0I000000000000CO0OCOCC0CI00C0O0OVI0OFCI0OCC0O0CICCCIOCITGCIIIOSIOIOIOIOITOTOIOITOITOGS

ROKSAN CASPIAN

The Caspian is powerful, producing
78watts per channel. The figure rose to
120watts into 4ohms, so with low
impedance loudspeakers the Caspian can
produce some wallop. It is suitable for
filling large-ish rooms, and for driving
insensitive loudspeakers.

Distortion was low, but at high
frequencies and low levels, odd order
zero-crossing distortion became obvious
on the analyser screen, reaching up to
100kHz. This may add a little sheen or
sharpness to the treble. Otherwise, with
measured levels below 0.03% at any

output or frequency, the Caspian proved
satisfactorily linear. Sensitivity was high at
200mYV, providing good compatibility with
all sources, including budget cassette
decks, tuners, etc.

Frequency response proved wide,
running right down to 6Hz, low enough
for good, solid bass. The upper limit rolled
off at 46kHz, not too high, a good feature.

The Caspian is well engineered. NK

Power 78watts
CD/tuner/aux.

Frequency response 6Hz-46kHz
Separation 43dB

0000 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000009000 000000000 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

SONNETEER CAMPION

The Campion is a low power design
producing 24watts into 8ohms, so it
needs to work with reasonably sensitive
loudspeakers. It delivered 3éwatts into
4ohms with little rise in distortion.

The Campion has no phono stage and
the CD input has an attenuator to match
input levels. Sensitivity of the Line input
was a satisfactory 250mV.

Channel separation was good and
noise fow, although some rectifier spikes
were visible in the noise floor. There was
little distortion and what there was didn't
rise at high frequencies. Third harmonic

HI-FI WORLD

predominated, measuring around 0.03% -
a low value - at normal power outputs.

There is more DC offset than usual,
around 40mV on each channel. Whilst
this isn’t damaging, it's usual to keep offset
below |0mV, and most amps nowadays
manage ImV or less. The Campion was a
well engineered amplifier, of modest
output. NK

Power 24watts
CD/tuner/aux.

Frequency response I13Hz- 130kHz
Separation 78dB
Noise -99dB

Noise -100dB
Distortion 0.027%
Sensitivity 200mV
DC offset 19/37mV
; Distortion
level
(%)
0.05
. o S 3
10k frequency (Hz) 60k
Distortion 0.03%
Sensitivity 270mV
DC offset -38mV/-45mV
Distortion
0.1%

0
8k 10k 60k

Tast Tone.
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SOUND-BYTES

High Density Filler for Speakers and Stands

There is no doubt, that for maximum speaker performance, your stands or mass loadable
floorstanding speakers must be filled with a suitable mcss loading material. Our small
diamond shaped steel chips are designed to almost completely eliminate pillar and
cabinet resonance that would normally adversely effect speaker performance.

But don't just take our word for it, independent recommendations from the stand and
speaker manufacturers listed below speak for themselves as do the glowing reviews
from the Hi-Fi press. In addition we have just celebrated a record breaking sales figure
of 25 TONNES of material sold throughout the UK over the last 12 months. All these
sales and not a single complaint - only letters of thanks from satisfied customers!

FOR MASS LOADING, THERE IS NO SUBSTITUTE!

WHAT THE EXPERTS SAY:

"It improve your unfilled
"listening tests proved conclusively stands, budgetordear”  Ken Kessler.
'Wot cnly was the bass tighter and betfer to my mind that SOUND-BYTES are RIS
defined' but midrange became better thoroughly effective” JonothalE Kotie:

focused and trable more precise." Dominic Boke-. CYBERFi
Hi-Fi World

Colin Mackenzie s
RECOMMENDED BY THE FOLLOWING MANUFACTURERS: HI-FI-CORNER

Scotland's No.1 ‘
APOLLO, ATACAMA AUDIO, B&W, KLH, KUDOS, MISSION, Hi-Fi Company

MONITOR AUDIO, PARTINGTON, REVOLVER, RUARK, Tel: 0131 556 7901
SOUNDSTYLE, SOUND ORGANISATION, TARGET ONLY £19.95 + £5.00 P&P

(" AVAILABLE MAIL ORDER FROM )

Colin Mackenzie's

HI-FI-CORNER

|4 H0-FI-CORNER SELECT
= 1 MADDINGYON PL

EDINBURGH
TEL: 0131-556 7901

- . -
52 GORDON STREET
GLASGOW
TEL: 0141-248 2840
2 121 ROSE STREET
‘; 44 COW WYND
§ L :' L‘Iz ¢ .-‘ _

This GREAT OFFER is ALSO AVAILABLE
TO SASSENACH'S!




test

results

D

LOUDSPEAKERS

AUDIO GEM OPAL

The bass loading appears over-damped on
this loudspeaker, rolling bass down slowly
but progressively. This gives best
downward extension in theory but in
practice also the lightest sounding bass,
unless a lot of power is applied or wall
placement used. In this loudspeaker it also
results in a midrange peak around |kHz,
likely to push vocals forward somewhat.

The tweeter peaks at 8kHz and will
probably sound a little bright or sharp in
consequence.

Impedance measured exactly 8ohms
and the impedance curve is reasonably

amenable, apart from a sudden drop at

7kHz which indicates reactance in the load.

I'd expect most amplifiers to handle this,
but it might affect sound quality a little.

Frequency response

2 frequency (Hz) 20k

Sensitivity was about average for a small
‘speaker, measuring 86dB.

| have reservations about the subjective
impact of some of the characteristics of
this loudspeaker. Only listening tests can
assess such matters though. NK

Impedance

JAMO CONCERT I |

The large Concert | |s rely on the two
upper drive units to cover most of the
frequency range, giving this 'speaker an
unusually smooth frequency response
trace. There is some treble lift though,
enough to give a bright sound.

The lower bass driver acts as a fill-in at
the bottom of the frequency range to
absorb and deliver power, being loaded by
a ported chamber. The Concert | |'s reach
low as a result, down to 40Hz, and the
port goes lower.

Sensitivity was high at 89dB, made less
impressive by a 5ohm overall impedance

which draws more amplifier power and

CD PLAYERS

CYMBOL CDPI12

The Cymbol's frequency response is fairly
flat but has just a subtle tailing-off of high
frequencies to ensure smoothness.
Distortion figures are typical of a well-
designed player and, as the -30dB
oscillogram shows, there are only small
traces of harmonic distortion present.
Noise performance is pretty good at
-106dB and so is dynamic range at 107dB.
Output is spot on standard at 2.0V. All in
all, a competently designed player. KB

Frequency response 4Hz-2 1 kHz
Distortion (%) left right
-6dB 0.007 0.007
HI-FI WORLD

contributes to apparent sensitivity. Of
course Jamo work to the continental
4ohm standard so the 5ohm figure is
probanly high to them. The impedance
curve is very smooth so these ’speakers

Frequency response

level
(dB)

12 frequency (Hz) 0k

are not an especially difficult load, but they
should be used with amplifiers having
plenty of welly.

The Concert | Is should give a very
good account of themselves providing the
tweeter is a good one. Otherwise rising
treble will act against them. Only listening
tests can tell. NK

Impedance

-30dB 0.02 0.03
-60dB 0.55 0.96
-90dB 288 294
-90dB dithered 14.8 17.0
Separation (dB) left right

IkHz 105 108

Frequency respanse

level
(dB)

frequency (Hz)

20kHz 97 89
Noise -105dB
with emphasis -106dB
Dynamic range 10748
Output 2.0V
Distortion
0.03

0.0% |
’Ulmw»_"jb% Ny Ay

1k frequency (Hz)
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WANTED

& accessories
FOR CASH OR EXCHANGE

any make, any age
NOTHING LEGAL REFUSED!

(Official ID with address & signature required from sellers)

MUSIC & VIDEO EXCHANGE

64 Notting Hill Gate, London W11
=< 0171 792 3474
480 Fulham Rd (Broadway), London SW6
= 0171 385 5350

95 Berwick St, Soho, London W1
= 0171 434 2939

MVE, Manchester Arndale Centre (near
High St entrance) = 0161 839 0677

OPEN 7 DAYS

LARGE SELECTION ON SALE

M

anufacturers and Suppliers of Replacement Styli tot the following Cartridges

Cymbiosis

T~
Audio & Visual Solutions

Arcam Audiolab Castle
Chario Denon Epos KEF
Linn Hi-Fi Linn AV51

Linn Kneckt
Loewe Televisions

Micromega Mordaunt Short
Musical Technology Naim
Primare

Projckt Furniture
QED Syslemline Rega
Rolel

Four Demonstrution Rooms
Multi Room Design & Installation

Opening Hours
10 am ~ 530pm Monday ~ Salurday
1lam - 4pm Sunday

6 Hotel Street - Lewester - LEI SAW
Telephone 0116 262 3754 - Facsimile 0116 262 3758

AUE
BANG & OLUFSON

many tvpes. Origical styli

GENERAL ELECTRIC
GLANZ

GOLDRING

GRACE

GRADO

HAPE
HITACH!
HMV
HW
ISKARA

lls, Tumtable Slipmats.

RADIOHM

RCA
REALISTIC
RESON
REUTER
RIGONDA
ROCK-OLA
RONETTE
ROTEL
SANSUL

K JELCO ANYO
AUDIO DEVELOPMENTS JVC SCHUMANN MERULA
AUDIO TECHNICA KENWOOD scarT
KS SEEBURG

KSMU SHARP
BELLEX LENCO SHURE
BRAUN LESA SIGNET
BROTHER LINN SINGER
BSR LUSTRE SONIC
CEC LUXMAN SONOTONE
CHUO DENK{ LUXOR SONOVOX
CLARVILLE MAGNAVOX
COIN MARANTZ
COLLARD MARLUX
COLLEL MASTERCRAFT SUPRAPHON
COLUMBIA MICRO TANNOY
CONER MISSION
CORAL MITSUBISHI TECHNICS
COSMO NAD TECHTRON
CRONQTON NAGAOKA TELEDYNE
DECCA NATIONAL TELEFUNKEN
DENON NEAT TELETON
DIGITRAK NEC TENOREL
DUAL NIVICO TENSAI
EAGLE TEPPAZ
EDEN TETRAD
ELAC THOMSON
ELECTRO VOICE PANASONIC TOSHIBA
EE! PATHE MARCONI TRIANETTE-REUTER
EMI PERTUUM EBNER TRIO
EMPIRE PHILCO UNITRA
ERC PHILIPS VACO/NARCO
EUPHONICS PICKERING VESB
EXCEL PIEZO VICTOR
FISHER PIONEER WEGA
FONICA PLESSEY YAMAHA
FUJI DENK! POWER POINT ZENITH
GARRARD YE

For prices telfax/eé-mail rour stylusicartridge details. Versicns tor 78 rpm -ecords suppliec in
i and cartndges also available. Trade enquines welcome

Suppliers of extensive range of accessories (full list available on r
Compact Disc - Cleaners, Storage, Replacement Cases, PVC and
Recorg - Artistatic Fluid, Nagaoka Inner Sleeves, Sworage Cases, Cleaners, PVC/ Card/Paper
Inner/Outer Sleeves, Head
Tape - Cleaners, torage, Replacement Cases, Cardboard Sleeves, Reel-To-Reel, Cassettes.

uest):
ard Sleeves.

[Ty m—

- VISA
R w———,

Interconnects & Speaker Cables

1994 . Best Speaker Cable

Best Interconnect & Highly
V) Recommended Speaker Cable

1996 @ @ Best Interconnect &
NS z\M" Best Speaker Cable

Interconnects Speaker Cables

Doesn’t Your System Deserve The Best?

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
Please telephone, fax or write to
Cable Talk, Unit 12, Farnborough Business Centre,
Eelmoor Road, Farnborough, Hampshire, GU14 7XA.
TEL: (01252) 373434 FAX: (01252) 371818

Please quote HFW 11/97

MUSONIC (UK) LIMITED

Unit 13 Wenta Business Centre Colne Way Watford Herts WD2 4ND
Telephone: 01923 213344 Fax: 01923 213355 ¢-mail:musonic@compuserve.com

W DECEMBER 1997
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XTC CDP-1

The XTC measures quite differently from
the norm - the level of distortion is much
higher and the reading at -90dB is amongst
the highest | have seen. Still, as we have
seen from DPA's DACs, poor
measurement doesn't always mean poor
sound quality.

The -30dB oscillogram shows high
levels of harmonic distortion but as this is
even order it is unlikely to be obtrusive.
The player muted one channel during the
separation test due to its circuit design so
no reading could be obtained. The player
also muted when being tested for noise.
This won't cause problems under normal
conditions though. Dynamic range was fair
at 104dB and output 2.0V. The CDP-1 is
an unusually-designed player. KB

TUNER

THORENS TRT 2000

The Thorens TRT 2000 tuner has a small
upper-midrange lift in its frequency
response that will emphasise detail and
give a bright sheen. High treble above
8kHz rolls down though, so there should
be no sharpness. Channel separation on
stereo was good right across the audio
band.

The Thorens produced a bit more
distortion than usual, but our analysis
shows this was second harmonic in nature
- not a problem subjectively. Hiss was
reasonably low at -7 | dB, but budget
tuners manage a similar performance. All
the same, hiss will not be audible
providing a strong aerial signal of |.2mV
or more is provided, a normal
performance.

Muting below 20pV cuts out weak
signals altogether, so a mono sensitivity
figure could not be obtained, nor
selectivity figures, but selectivity was

HI-FI WORLD

Frequency response 4Hz-2 | kHz
Distortion (%) left right
-6dB 0.03 0.03
-30dB 0.07 0.05
-60dB 0.77 0.85
-90dB 80.5 84.4
-90dB dithered 348 34.6

Frequency response

level

62 frequency (Hz) 25k

test

results

Separation (dB) left right
IkHz mutes 88
20kHz mutes 90
Noise mutes
with emphasis mutes
Dynamic range 104dB
Output 20V

Distortion

greater than 60dB and looked good.
Effective filtering eliminated pilot tone and
subcarrier from the audio output, the
latter measuring 700mV.

The Thorens TRT 2000 measured well
all round. NK

Frequency response 12Hz-15.5kHz

Stereo separation 34dB

Distortion (50% mod.) 0.3%

Hiss (CCIR) -71dB
Distortion

o

frequency (Hz) 7k

0
800 1k
test tone

Signal for minimum hiss 1.2mV
Selectivity (at 0.4MHz) >60dB
Sensitivity

mono NA
stereo 40pV

signal strength meter:
2,5, 8, 40, 80, 125 (pV)

Frequency response

fevel
(dB)

50 frequency (Hz) 20k

U
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“The Gap Between the Excellent
and the Exquisite is Infinite...”

Let us bridge it for you

At Zen Audio, we take music very seriously, and that's why we
offer the finest selection of both valve and transistor products.
Our aim is simply to provide you with the best possible hi-fi
system within your budget, tailored to match your own
preferences and musical tastes.

We offer a personal friendly service, specialist advice, home
demonstrations, free home installations, and free car parking.
Why not call for a cemonstration in our comfortable listenirg

room.
Valves audion e audionote ® conrad-johnson e ear ¢ golden tube o graff e
heart * mesal/boogie ® tube technology ® unison research

Solid State  audiolab ® arcam e densen ® nad ¢ naim audio ® shearne audio ®
roksan ® sugdshn ® teac ® yamaha

Speakers ac ® audionote o b & w'e epos ® heybrook ® harbeth o impulse o kef
monitor-audic ® mordant-short e pro-ac ® ruark

Z: A ‘ %35 GEORGE STREET
HULL

' 4
Hi-F: Excllomes TEL: 01482 5573597

All major credit cards accepted 0% Finance availabe on most products - call for details




R ' F HIGH END
— =¥ *- = AUDIOFOR
DISPOSAL AT
ANHIRIARMVILNEF.YE GIVE-AWAY
MM AAM SR EAA-dAm)— PRICES'

84 PENDARVES STREET, TUCKINGMILL, CAMBORNE
CORNWALL TR14 8NJ 01209 710777

New, Used and X-dem

Acos Lustre arm £80.00
Arcam Alpha Plus CD £249.00
Arcam Delta 290 integ, amp £450.00
Audiomeca Kreatura CD transport £550.00
Beyerdynamic DT511 phones £ 85.00
Grado SR60 phones £ 60.00
Heybrook TT2/Linn Basik LVX £200.00
Kinshaw Overture DAC £199.00
Kinshaw Perception mono-blocks £999.00
Micromega Leader £249.00
Micromega Minium CD £249.00
Micromega Minium system £750.00
Micromega Drive /DAC 1 £750.00
QED Digit Reference DAC £269.00
‘QED Vector Reference Pre-amp £269.00
QED Digit Plus DAC £150.00
Revox B710 |l cassette, exceptional cond. £450.00
Rotel RC960 pre amp £120.00
Rotel RT935AX tuner £130.00
Roxan ROK-DA1 DAC £150.00
Sanyo Plus N55 noise reduction system £300.00
Thorens TD126/Alphason/ADC £450.00

AKG, Audio Technica, Bandridge, Beyer Dynamic, Bose, Cerwin Vega,
Denon, Electrocompaniet, goldring, Harman, impuise, JBL, JB Labs Klipsh,
Musical Technology, QED, Quad, Rel Acoustics, Rotel, SME, Sugden, TDL,
Teac, Thorens, Yamaha, others please enquire.

CCCZCCZZ2Z2222ZCCzZCzZzzZCcCcCcC

Also consult us for your high (or low) end repairs / mods, CD re-clocking,

Laser disc AC3 upgrade + more. Valve specialists,

NOW FITTING BORDER PATROL

Now in production: DEMON CABLES, outstanding performance, simply
designed to work, NO FRILLS or BULL. For medium to high end systems.
Money back guarantee. Dealers required. 0
DEMON SA BASIC 99.00/m 79.00/ ,m
DEMON SA1 149.00/m 129.00/ ,m
DEMON SA2 199.00/m 179.00/ ',m

English Analogue

Supplier of quality second hand classical records
Reasonable prices for truly collectable original vinyl from
the 1950s to the 1970s. Labels include:

DECCA -SXL, SDD, SET, RCS, SPA, PES
HMYV - ALP, ASD, SAN, SLS
COLUMBIA - 33CX, SAX
RCA - SB - 2000/6000, VICS, SER
DEUTSCHE GRAMMOPHON, PHILIPS
etc, also available

If you are unfamiliar with classical music,
recommendations are available of great recordings to
enhance the enjoyment of your Hi-Fi and enter you into
the vast world of Classical Music. Just as there are good
recordings or Rock, Pop or Jazz, the same applies to
Classical.

To increase your satisfaction, all the records sold are
cleaned and audibly checked before being sold, free of
charge, as well as a guarantee. The records are also
supplied with a new innersleeve, as well as the old, to
insure a high standard. In addition, if you have any
Classical LPs or CDs you wish to sell or want a free
catalogue, please write, phone or fax to:

3 Naseby Rise, Newbury, Berks, RG14 2SF, England
Tel: 44 - (0) 1635 40242 Fax: 44 (0) 1635 524239
www.multiplex.co.uk./Records

SOUTH COAST SPEAKERS LTD.
326, Portswood Road, Southampton, Hampshire. SO17 2DT.
Tel /Fax : 01703 - 559312

MYTHS & LEGENDS

Have you heard one yet ??

Excalibur




1997 « THE FIRST CENTENARY

//—"“'——P P> THE VINYL COLLECTION: PART Il

@ Following the success of the first Vinyl collection released last March we are pleased to bring you a further twenty classic

albums from EMI and Virgin Records on their original vinyl format.

@ For this release all the albums have been analogue cut from analogue tapes, except the Roxy Music, Rolling Stones, Iggy

Pop and Japan LP’s.

@ All the albums are pressed on 180gm virgin vinyl.

@ All the sleeves are printed on thick quality board with a gloss or matt laminate finish.

@ All the LP’s are as their original release sleeve with inserts etc.

David Bowie Beach Boys The Band
Hunky Dory Surfs Up The Band
. Come -
) -~ e
HRANK SATTA
5.8 4

Marillion John Lennon Frank Sinatra

Misplaced Childhood Imagine Surfs Up
[ ¥tlee. o Ghroniale

Jethro Tull Blondie The Waterboys
Thick As A Brick Para lel Lines This Is The Sea

Cliff Richard Roxy Music The Rolling Stones
Cliff Roxy Music Sticky Fingers

All at £14.90 each pius postage and packing.

1t Lp £1.50, 2"d LP £3.00, 3 or more £3.50.
available by mail order from:

diverse vinyl

B ['ADD} _‘[_'[' SHADES OF DEEP PURPLE
W A
7 S
§ ¥ %

Syd Barrett Deep Purple
Barrett Shades of

Queen Wings
A Day At The Races Band On The Run

| S— - .
Kate Bush Iron Maiden
Hounds Of Love Iron Maiden

Japan iggy Pop
Tin Drum Lust For Life

12 Upper Dock Street Newport Gwent NP9 1DF tel/fax 01633 256261
E mail: sales@diverse-music.cix.co.uk. http://www.diverse-music.co.uk.



Up to 36 Months

0%

= EUROCARD r
Maste| -
EUROPE - Up to 36 Months

OMEGA Electronic Equipment (Europe) Ltd, New Road Business Estate, Ditton, Maidstone, Kent, ME20 6AF

Tel :
® Quality Audio Visual Products. ® Home Evalaution.

e 4 Evaluation Suites.

® (0% Finance up to 36 Months. ® Evening Appointments.

® Suggested Systems.

01732 848268 (7 Lines) Fax : 01732 848289

Easy Access M20/M25/M2&A2.
World Wide Mail Order.
8.30am to 6.30 pm Mon - Fri.
10.00am to 4.00pm Sat.

® FREE Installation Service.

e Ample FREE On-Site Parking.

Please note that Saturday demonstrations after 4pm are available by pre-booking.

SOME OF THE PRODUCTS NOW AVAILABLE FOR DEMONSTRATION:

Musical Fidelity X -Series Whole range from the X10-D to the absolutely brilliant NEW
X-A50 mono power amps stocked and on demonstration in our dedicated X-Suite. These
products have taken the industry by storm and rightly so. Stunning looks and sound to
match. You can now own a full Musical Fidelity system, based around the X-Series with
your choice of CD transport & speakers. Whether you are looking for a cost effective
upgrade to your existing system, or to purchase a complete new set of upgradable elec-
tronics, you owe it to yourself to seriously consider these superb products. Enthused about
by the press, even outside of the normal HI-FI publications, these are real objects of desire.
You have probably gathered by now that we rate the X-Series more that a bit !!.

BOSE : Another of our favourite products. Lifestyle 12 Home Cinema System and Lifestyle
20 multiplay, dual zone high quality audio systems on permanent demonstration in our ded-
icated BOSE Theatre. Superb sound and vision from these stylish, virtually invisible, user
friendly works of art. Full range of BOSE products available including the other Lifestyle
systems and the Acoustimass loudspeakers. The performance and pure lifestyle orientat-
ed ease of use of these products make them out and out winners. We currently have some
very special offers on all BOSE products, giving you anything up to a FREE PC system
and 0% finance !!. Call for details and to book the BOSE Theatre.

Audio Analogue : Puccini & Puccini SE integrated amps, Bellini pre and Donizetti power
amps. You should be familiar with these very, and we mean very classy Italian products by
now. The Puccini SE recently had a storming review in Hi-Fi World, the Bellini and
Donizetti will be equally as well received. Available in both silver and high gloss black fin-
ishes, these products are destined to become future classics. We strongly urge you to book
your demonstration now. Priced from only £ 450.00 for the Puccini integrated, the range
represents unbelievable value in the sound per pound stakes. Another Italian import head-
ing for the Premier League !!.

Partington : Speaker stands or works of modern art 7. How about both. After 25 years in
the audio industry Partington have come up with what can only be described as a truly bril-
liant and revolutionary NEW loudspeaker support in the A7-60. Will sell by the bucket load
on looks alone, but the sound enhancement properties of this support make for something
bordering on the spectacular. The A7-60 should be deemed as an essential purchase for
anyone wishing to extract the maximum performance from stand mountable loudspeakers.
Forms an incredible sonic and visual statement with the Townshend SSS . We have been
waiting for a speaker stand like this for ages. Nice one Partington !!

OEE specialise in the supply of quality audio visual products that offer stunning sonic and visual appeal.
Call for our full price list & product guide or to book one of our 4 NEW evaluation suites. FREE UK Mainiand delivery on

all mail order sales.

*** STOP PRESS *** Sonic Frontiers Anthem CD Multiplayer - Finaily available & well worth the wait.

ke rime Sowrce for ...

Anthem, Audio Gem, Audio Analogue, Audiocarpet, Bose, C.A.D., Ergo, Graaf, Jecklin Float, JBL, LFD, LG

Electronics, Mistral, Monrio, Musical Fidelity, Neolith, Partington, Precious Metals, Sequence,
Sonic Frontiers, Sonic Link, Sonneteer, Stax, Totem, Townshend, Triangle, UKD, Unison Research ...

HI-FI WORLD

& other quality audio visual products from around the World.
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Affordable Audio - (Northampton)

OVdable Pre-Owned Hi-Fi Specialists
diO 168 Wellingborough Road Northampton NNI 4DU

Tel / Fax: (01604) 231261 or 845138 Mobile (0370) 877893

A sakeTHon of ow ever changng oflers lor sale Equrvalent Sale A sekecoon of our ever changing offers for sale Equevalent Sale A selection of our ever changing offers for sale Equrvalent Sale
{all faly puarantred) New Prce Prce (2 fally guaranteed) New Prce Prce (dl fully guarnteed) New Prce Prce
AMPLIFIERS Castle Wanck (in black) (mint) sth 110.00 139.95 Pioneer PDS 505 Precision remote {mint/as new}
Mordaunt Short MS 35Tu {vge) (black) sih 9995 purchased 16/5/97 sh £460.00 £329.95

Audiolab 8000A int amp {vgc) sih £500.00 199.95 Mordaunt Short MS 25Ti (scruffy) {black) sh 19.95 Pioneer PD 9700 remote (D (mint/as new) £400.00 0219.95
Arston amplifier Int (f.c) sh - £109.95  Jamo Comer 70 (black) (g.¢) sh £330.00 £169.95 Philips €D 720 remote (mint/as new) sh - 89.95
Mendian MCA Int MC phono stage {vgc) sh £169.95 Jamo Classic & floorstanders {rosewood) Sany (OP M201 midh sized (D player {vgq) sh - £$59.95
Spare modules for above {vgq) uh - £50.00 {mint/as new) sih £360.00 £069.95 Technis SL PST40 remote (mint) sh £250.00 £149.95
Quad 66 Pre amp inc remote control staton (vgc) s/ 863.00 (45000 Acoustic Research 22BK (110 watts) fvgd) s - £109.95  Sugden ST DI remote (mint/as new) sh €1100.00 695.00
Naim NAC 42/NAP 110 Pre/Power sh - £399.00 Acoustic Research 132 (black) (mint) sh - 99.95
:’wneer A}Olﬂsll‘l"/r!;:;wn remote Int (mint/as new) /h - T Alhson (D7 foorstanders (black} {vgc) sh £380.00 £189.95 OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST

purchased ) ! X i n-TheBor DAC fminb/as newd /b
Quad 33/303 PrefPower (vge) (good example) ih : £169.95 PRODUCT OF THE MONTH ﬁ‘(":x“s‘:;"‘,'DZT;;"J::LB:‘KD,:E"E’::'"::"’:'()V 9 A 23233 ﬁ;;::
Yamaha CR-1020 70's 2x100 wate recerver {g.c) vh 500.00 {14995 £ ¢ : 2

Legend P300 21200 watts Mosiet power amp Arcam 250 Transport + NAD 901 PAF-ProcessorfDolby Pro-Logic

{scrufy but mega powerfut) oh £199.95 Black Box 50 2-Box CD Player remote (mint) sh £400.00 £199.95
Beard YHLTO ybrd valve/Mostet y ; Teac Reference 00 (4 unit system)
Int amp 2x70 watts (solid mahogany casework) {vgc) /b 1200.00 499.95 o Wll.h Toslnk Syn( Lock Feature th::tdg L e "TL s/h/. o l?ggg l:;’D;S
Micromega Minum fnt amp {mint) sho 000 (0995 Hi-Fi Choice Recommended/Best Buy S 2y 00 bi-wre cabe {not much lek) s/h/as new) MR Lo
NAD 3020 (dassic mtgrated) (g.c) v 18995 at £4380-00 yours for only £795.00 o'
Audio Research D40 I power amp (mine) sho BL000 0159500 R 4 B Y 4 al | o o) P 5 ) ] (D5
Husical Fdely F21 pre amp {vge) dho (0000 66700 gimint cgnditigh -withilioxes-angial manug ladlifla)ss umertt (p) a (258
Qudos sand filled stands (good un’s) s/h 89.95
TURNTABLES Alson (RA Labs) Ref 44 {new) (ex-dem) Q7000 €139.95  Technics ST G 70L Digital Tuner good tuner) (gc)  w/h £89.95
Thorens TD160 BIFSME 3009 E/H/ADC XIN Cart {vgq) £149.95 Leak 200 (onginal mini sandwich) (g.¢) sh - {4995 Target B stock equlp;unl supports n stock PHONE
Thorens T0166/Arm/AT. M (black} (vge) s/h 2 £159.95  Sony $5E 600 (black) {mint/as new) sh 0160.00 9995 panasanic SLS 159 Discman {mint) o £89.95
}:‘"em }gllsa%:yﬂm/moﬁvz (*";;vlgl"(lh)’(x-c) x;: - lg;;z Rogers LS 354 BBC {monitors) inc stands (g.c) sh £699.00 099.95
orens arm/Urtolon 24 s - - Tannoy Dxford (walnut} {vg s £149.95
Thorens 10320/amihrcam 77 Gart. (vg) B N0 OB Ty n,,m,,‘nm M,ﬁ"’, ) gl i +++ GOOD HI-FI SEPERATES WANTED ***
Walker (] 55/Rega RBISONVHS 1 Cart {gc) s/h - 069.00  Cye Richmond (walnut) (fc) sih £59.95 Don't forget we can offer mail order.
Systemdek 1X/ADC AlT/Drtofon MM Cart {vgc) s/h - €199.95 Quad ESL S7 Eectrostatic (suspect bass panels) Al major credit cards accepted. .
Systemdek I1/Hehos Scorpio/Stilton MPIG cart Treble panels good {surtable for spares or restoration /b Offers Phone 3"{"’"‘ with {0."’ wants, stock changing daily.
{acrylic platter version in black ash) (vge) sh - 029995 . Al| equipmen nhsold with warrimges.h
Sysemdek [IX 900/Rega RB300/Rega Eiys e welcome part-exchange on any of the above.
(ight ash phinch) {rung) $ho GM0 BV CASSETTE DECKS/REEL TO REEL antaunl et h
Dngin Live/Synnx PUY arm/MA Cart (g.4) sh . f16995 MO 6020 fgc) sh £5995 ﬂ°'da-hﬁf, ud':' k .a{"rar'f&‘_“f!‘ 1o rh"Z-, (3’ gag.'."‘ ange)
Rega I/AB. 150/Rega bias {mint/as new) gh o @sao0 (995 Nenwond 5030 3 motor/HX Pro (v gy (11000 $a5 g e e
Yamaha YPASO/Shure MT5 (vg) oh B £59.95 Denon DRM 24 HX 3 head/HX Pro {f.c) vh £300.00 129.95 pecially ‘®p i ENIEISRI (IR
oy A LR . ’ 80 :ogl . :;6:,19015 T&E’F""/’i :md(/vggu ) :‘: ) l::: 32
Drtofon MC20 Supreme MC Gart il 1o/3 head/DBX (g ¢/ g 1
(approx 20 hounp use from new) (mint) s 450,00 £229.95  Sony TCK SIS Dolby § etc mint) sh £250.00 (149.95 we can 3ISO Se" )'OUI' eqUIpment
Akai XI50D {another one){boxed)/onginal f 1Y b .
condition) collectors item reel to reel (vgc) sth 89.95
LOUDSPEAKERS Denon DRM §50 (mint) sh £160.00 £109.95 or you on a commlslon asls'
Heybrook HBI (2 pais in black/l pair in walnut
All'in vge {reduced to dear/need space) vh £180.00 £99.95 QQMMR_S Lowest ratES/best rEtu rn
Tannoy 623 B-Wire Mini's {inc dedrcated stands} ;h(':P‘ u;[:g“ (vg9) " ) 69 ‘x UI‘; a0 lﬁ:;: Please hone Paul for details'
{mint/as new) £10.00 129.95 echnics remote (heavy transpart) (g-¢ | 4 ( .)
Tannoy 611 inc ceramic bases floorstanders with Awa 1300 remote (g.<) vh £150.00 89.95 p
dual concentreic drvers (mint/as new) sh £500.00 31995 Mission PCH Il remate {g.c) s £600.00 £199.95

definitive audio

USED AND EX-DEMONSTRATION
EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

Offer List

Price Price
Source Components:

Theta Data Basic CD transport £995 (£2000)
EAS DSP 7000 Series lil DAC £1250 (£2495)
Monarchy DIP Jitterbuster £125 (£250)
Voyd turntable/SME V (AudioNote

silver wired)/Goldring 1040 £1600 (£3250) B d p ﬁ' n
Amplification: o r e r @ F©
Border Patrol 300B SE single-ended power

amp (ex-dem, black and chrome) £1750 (£2500)
Audio Innovations 2nd Audio mono-blocks

(latest spec, new valves throughout) £1200 (£3250)
Audio Innovations L2 (new valves) £375 (£750)
Audio Innovations L1 £225 (£375)
Audio Innovations S200 pre-amp £250 (£350)
Naim NAC 42 offers

valve Amplifier Power Supply Upgrade £595.00

Off board valve rectified, choke input filter power supply for vaive
Amplifiers. This upgrade reduces distortion, increases resolution and
strengthens bass performance and dynamics. if you like the sound of
your valve amplifier but would like to tighten the bass and strengthen
the overall dynamics this is what you need. Versions available to suit
everything from vintage Leaks to modern Audio Innovations, Audio
Note and Art Audio designs. If you are unsure about the suitability for
your amp please telephone us.

Loudspeakers:
Snell type E loudspeakers with Pirate stands £850 (£1500)
Snell type K loudspeakers with Pirate stands £375 (£750)

Cables:

Transparent MusicWave Plus 4.5 bi-wire set £350 (£750)
Audio Note AN-SPx silver speaker cable

(Two 3m sets) £1000 (£2750)
Transparent Music Link Plus interconnect

(Three 1m pieces) £125 (£199)
Silteck HF8 digital interconnect (1/2m set) £175 (£300)

‘In every instance the Border Patrol effect was nothing short of a
transformation. Bass solidified, imaging became significantly more three-
dimensional and substantial, and the power supplied amp made the regular
version sound, quite literally, a mess.’

‘with the Border Patrol back on the music regained its composure:
instruments not only sounded more natural and realistic, but seemed much
more musically coherent. In many respects it was like taking the good
things about transistor amps and adding them to the natural strengths of

Headphones: valves - a remarkable blend.’

Stax Lambda Signature + SRDX Pro Energiser £400 (£850)
Jecklin Float ELS + PS2 electrostatics £195 (£400)

Tel/Fax: Brighton 01273 276716

...Jason Kennedy Hi-Fi Choice April 97

BorderPatrol Tel/Fax Brighton 01273 276716
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EX DEMONSTRATION EQUIPMENT

EPOS ES25 Walnut Loudspeakers £1655 £1250
| EXPOSURE 17/18 Pre/Power Am lifier £1700 £1496
MICROMEGA Minium Integrated Amplifier ~ £400 £249
|l PROCEED Pre/Power Amp?ifier £4000 £2996
{| ProAc Studio 250 Loudspeakers (Cherry} £2249 £1995
REGA ELB Loudspeakers (Black) £298 £219
REGA ELa Loudspeakers (Rosewood) £535 £430
REGA Elicit Integrated Amplifier £730 £660
ROTEL RC970/§B97OX2 ﬁe/Mono PowerAmp£625 £495
RUARK Paladin Loudspeakers (Rosewood) £1099 £850
TRICHORD Genesis CD Player inc. base  £700 £460
YAMAHA CDX-890 CD Player £350 £299
YAMAHA DSP-E390 Pro Logic Processor £250 £165
YAMAHA RXV 590RDS Pro Logic Reciever £450 £326

QUALITY USED EQUIPMENT 1
1l CYRUS XPA Power Amplifier £298 £225
PrCAC Response 1S Loudspeakers (Black) N/A £796
SONY MDP850D Laser Disc Player £700 £326
If SPENDOR BC1 Loudspecker (Teak) N/A £349

SPECIAL PURCHASE NEW BOXED EQUIPMENT

REL Q100 Active Sub-Woofer £475 £376
YAMAHA DSP A590 Pro Logic Amp £350 £275

THE @

powerplant |

66/67 Upper North Street Brighton BN1 3FL
Tele: 01273 775978 Fax: 01273 748419
Email: email@powerplant.co.uk
ATC, AV, Audickib, Arcom, BRO, BEW, Gyrs, , KEF, Linn, M , Mission,

Nok lsieon, o e Pocee, R@mndvd ade%4 .

Worldwide Exgart service availats

— PROGRESSIVE =
ADIO | B

Mid-Season Sale of Ex-Dem and Secondhand
Equipment

Analysis Epsilon Ribbon Loudspeakers
Audio Alchemy Pro CD Transport
Audio Alchemy DAC 3
(Power Station 4) (£899) Sale £650
Audio Alchemy DAC 1.2 (£595) Sale £375
Chord Electronics LS512A
Loudspeakers (Ebony)
Parasound P/LD 2000 Preamp
VPI HPW 19 MKkIIl Piano Black Turntable
Afon Petit Loudspeakers (walnut)
Alon 1 Loudspeakers (oak)
Chord 800 Power Amp
Michell Argo HR Pre-Amp
Michell Alecto Mono Block Power Amps

(£3750) Sale £2600
(£1500 Sale £1150

(£1679) Sale £1200
(£1495) Sale £1095
(£1800) Sale £1150
(£1087) Sale £795
(£1616) Sale £1200
(£2155) Sale £1600
(£1339) Sale £1050
(£1895) Sale £1600

Audio Alchemy Headphone Amp (£249) Sale £199
Beyer 531 Headphones (£120) Sale £85
Stax SR-84 Electret Headphones (£259) Sale £195
Audio Research LS1 Line Stage S/H £495
Questar QA2 Active Speakers/Stands/

3M Kimer 4TC £300 the lot
Triangle Titus TZ Loudspeakers (£325) Sale £195

4M Set Nordost Red Dawn Speaker
Cables (Terminated)
5M Set Audioguest Midnight Speaker

(£929) Sale £750

Cables (Terminated) (£4Q0) Sale £250
1M Set VDH The Second I/C Cable S/H £145
Audio Silver Knight 300B Mono Blocks (£2495) Sale £1750

Sugden Optima CD Player (£699) Sale £495
Audiomeca Kreature CD Player S/H(E1200) Sale £800
Roksan Xerxes (Piano Black) Table + SME V
Tonearm S/H £1200
Call For More Details Or Dem Of New Equipment
(List Available)
All items mint/boxed. Guaranteed as new
(unless S/Hand)
Telephone Medway (Kent) 01634 - 383004 anytime

HI-FI WORLD

Oxsord Audio Consultants
HI-FI SPECIALISTS

Our superb service is the same,
regardless of price.
NOW DEMONSTRAT

KRELL KPS25 CD PLAYER - THE NEW REFERENCE - MUSTBE HEARD

KRELL KAV 3001 INTEGRATED AMPLIFIER!! - now joined by the
300CD/250P PREAMP AND 2504 POWER AMP- incredible value for
money-just ask for adem

AUDIO RESEARCH - WATCH THIS SPACE - A HOST OF NEW
PRODUCTS FROM THIS DYNAMIC COMPANY

SONUS FABER ELECTA AMATOR 2 - ¢ startling improvement on a clussic

design

PROAC RESPONSE FIVES - jusi out and very speciul

NEW MINI SYSTEMS FROM TEAC, DENON AND PIONEER - & GOOD
SOUND

THETA PEARL TRANSPORT AND MILES CD PLLAYER - SUPERB
VALUE FOR MONEY

STOP PRESS: NEW PRODUCTS FROM PINK TRIANGLE INCL
LITAURAL CD PLAYER & TARANTELLA TURNTABLE

CABLES & ACCESSORIES from TRANSPARENT, SILTECH, SHAKTI,
CABLE TALK, GM AUDIO, SHUN MOOK, HARMONIX,
SOUNDSTYLE, TARGET, KONTAK

KRELL FBP6O) - we now have this awesome powerhouse on permanent

denionstration

AUDIO ANALOGUE PUCCINI/DONIZETTI/BELLINI AMPLIFIERS -
staggering build quality and unrivalled sound

GM AUDIO EQUIPMENT TABLES - THE ELITE- NOW EVEN BETTER
VALUE

WILSON AUDIO CUBS - an astonishing new baby from this top class
company!!!

MARTIN LOGAN SL3 - still very very good value for money
*++++*MAIL ORDER INTEREST FREE CREDIT NOW AVAILABLE***

COPLAND CD266 CD PLAYER - « budger priced cd player from this hugely

impressive company

UNISON RESEARCH SMART 845 MONO BLOCKS - /TALIAN design at its
hest with sound 10 match its looks

MUSICAL FIDELITY X SERIES - a whole range of products incl dacs,
phono stage, headphone amp, preamp, monobloc power amps -AVA/LABLE

ON SALE OR RETURN OF COURSE

EX DEM & P/EX BARGAINS

H

£595 SH
MAGNEPLANAR 2.5R SPEAKERS MINT £995
MERIDIAN 208 CD PLAYER £695 S/H
PIERRE LURNE AUDIOMECA DAMNATION CD TRANSPORT £650 SH
VARIOUS SILTECH CABLES
EXPOSURE XI/XI/SUPER 8 1895 SH
MICROMEGA 2.1 CD TRANSPORT £995 SH
JORELLE DA188 DAC £250 SH
KRELL MDA300 MONOBLOCK POWER AMPS £3995 sn
NAIM 62/90 £495 SH
NAIM 32.5 PREAMP MM BOARDS £195 SH
£100 St
£1495 XD
£175 su
41295 SH
£2750
£3995 XD
£3750
AUDIO SYNTHESIS PASSION £850
CYRUS | AMPLIFIER £125 SH
AUDIO RESEARCH LS5 MK1 £1495 XD
B & W SHLVER SIGNATURES INC STANDS £2750 XD

TUBE TECHNOLOGY UNISYS AMPLIFIER

0% INTEREST FREE CREDI

Licensed Credit Broker

Agenmes ude. Ar Tangent. Apogee, Audio b y. A - Jio Technica,
Aura, B&W, Bose, Cable Talk, Castle, Copland, Denon, DPA, Exposure , Goldring, F ix, Heybrook,
Jadis, Koetsu, Krell, Lyra, Marantz, Martin Logan, Michell, Micromega, Monno, Musical Fidelity, NAD,
Onkyo, Orelle, Ortofon, Pink Triadje, Pioneer, Proac, Proceed, Prgpkt. QED, QUAD, REL Subwooters,
Rogers, Rotel, Ruark, Seismic Elnk, Sennheiser, SME, Sonus Falser, Spendor, Stax, Target, T.D L
TEAC, Theta, Thorens, Transparent Cables, Unison Research, van den Hul, Wilson

TAX-FREE EXPORT SERVICE
MAIL-ORDER AVAILABLE ON MANY ITEMS
/

S Open Mon-Sat 10am 6pm
Oxgord Audioc Consultants

Oxford Audio Consultants, Cantay House, Park End Street Oxford OX1 1JE
Telephone: Oxford (01865) 790879 Facsimile: Oxford (01865) 791665
E-MAIL: Oxford.Audio @ btinternet.com
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ProAc Studio 100's
Pro-Ac Response 1's
Pro-Ac Tab 50 (Yew)
Pro-Ac Studio 150
Sugden SDA DAC x 2
Sugden A21 PWR x 2
Sugden AU51 PWR
Sugden AU51 PRE
Sugden Symetra M/B
Sugden A25INT x 2
Stemfoort Dac + Transport
Audio Note M2 Phono
Audio Note Conquest - M/B
Audio Note Meishu Phono
Trichord Pulsar One Dac
Trichord Genesis

Trichord Revelation

Neat Petite 1|

Neat Mystige

Apogee Duetta

M/Logan CLSI!

Monitor Audio Reds
Systemdek RM1
Systemdek RM2

EX-DEM - P/X BARGAINS

NOW NEW TYPE
£450.00 £700.00 E/D
£600.00 £900.00 S/H
£600.00 £679.00 E/D
£850.00 £1,400.00 E/D
£450.00 £795.00 S/H
£400.00 £600.00 S/H
£1,100.00 £1,450.00 E/D
£750.00 £995.00 E/D
£950.00 £1,500.00 E/D
£100.00 N/A S/H
£2,600.00 £3,400.00 E/D

£750.00 £1,500.00 E/D
£3,800.00 £4,500.00 E/D
£2,700 £3,250.00 E/D
£1,000.00 £1,395.00 E/D
£449.00 £549.00 E/D
£650.00 £799.00 E/D
£500.00 £795.00 E/D
£350.00 £650.00 E/D
£1,250.00 £5,000 SH
£2,000.00 £4,500.00 S/H
£400.00 N/A S/H
£900.00 £1,200.00 E/D

£1,600.00 £2,000.00 E/D

SERIOUS KIT

Agents for

Audio Note - Sugden - Pro-Ac - Harbeth - Neat-Trichord - Systemdek - Lyra - Proceed - Target - Stemfoort - SME
- Michell - Heart - Keswick and more

By Appointment Only
0161 - 793 6792 / Mobile: 0402 - 367843

ORIGIN LIVE MODIFICATION FOR
THE REGA RB250 & RB300

If you are the proud owner of one of these two arms why not
turbocharge it into the league of super arms with the Origin
live structural modification:- £75 inc post & packing.Rewiring
with silver litz cable is also offered at an additional £70.

"I have to say the Rega modifications turn the arm into a real
Giant killer" Hi Fi WORLD SUPPLEMENT NOV 97

CROSS SECTION OF ARM END

THREADED INSER T
ALLEN BOLT

N o |
—_ ]
ol T S |

REGA ARM TUBE REMLACEMENT REAR STUB
HIGH TENSILE THIN BOLT

COUNTERWEIGHT AIGIO ATTACHMENT BY BOLT ADRISTMENT

ORIGIN LIVE TURNTABLE KITS
Standard & Ultra
Now you can save money and build your own high
performance dock. The standard kit version is offered at
£125, and the ultra version at £249. Both decks come with a
full set of drawings and guidance instructions. The kit allows
for your creativity or there are optional parts that will enable
you to assemble a tried and tested design within 2-4 hours.

“With all these goodies in place, the standard would give
turntables at the £1200-£1400 mark a hard time.”
HI-FI WORLD SUPPLEMENT NOV 97
For further information contact:-
Origin Live, 87 Chessel Crescent, Bitterne,
Southampton, SO19 4BT
Tel: 01703 578877 / 442183 Fax: 01703 398905
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DENYS TRICKETT'S
HIFH CURIOSITY SHOP

Why pay £500 for a vintage valve rebuild?
Why indeed!

Leak power amps + preamp £100.

Quad 2 x Il and 22 pre £120 for a
standard rebuild - polyprops + carbon.
Special components at cost.

All guaranteed 2 years.

We buy sell and exchange all valve
vintage and classic Hi-Fi: Quad, Leak,
Radford, Mcintosh, Fisher what have you.

Other Classic Hi-Fi. Buy-sell-exchange-
repair all Quad models 33/303 34/44/405.
ELS, Tannoy. Lowther, Altec, Revox,
Mclintosh, Fisher, Nakamichi, Garrard
301, 401, 4HF. Thorens 124, 135, 160,
125, 126, 224

Mastercard: Visa: Amex 23 Bell Street

- S— London
S NW1 5BY

Tel/Fax: 0171 723 8545 )

HI-FI WORLD




ANOTHER Big Hit!

Following in the path of the original and extremely well
received Assemblage DAC-1, the DAC-2 appears to be another big
hit with customers and reviewers alike. The DAC-2 builds on the
strengths of the origimall DAC-1, with its dual Burr-Brown PCM 1702
20 bt DACs, Crystal CS€412 input receiver, toroidal pewer trans-
formar and Analog Devices based output stage, but adds HDCD
capability with the PMD-100 digital filter chip, an extra co-ax digital
input on a BNC jack, a phase invert switch, three more power sup-
ply regulation stages with greatly increased power supoly capaci-
tanca, and improvec parts quality in the analog output stage The
best news is that ali these improvements come with a very small
price, the CAC-2 digitaliprocessor kit is $499.00 U.S.! Of course, the
DAC-2 also comes with our 30 day sailisfaction guarantee, two year
limtad warrarty, AND our assembly guarantee, (If ycu can't get it to
work, we willl}.

For those of ycu with the upgrade bug, we aiso have a parts
upgrade kit available for the DAC-2. This kit includes Caddock resis-
tors and MultiCap capacitors for the analog output stage. Kimber
silver and llluminati hook-up wire, EAR and Soundccat isolation and
camping materizls, Linear Technology voltage regulators, and more
rarts that make a significant improvement in the performar:ce of the
stock DAC-2. The parts upgrade kit is available at a special package
price of $149.00, which makes it even more good news!

For more infornation on any of our products, please call, w-it2, Fax
or E-mai' us and we will be happy to assist you.
790 Brighton Road, Oakville, Ontarno, ICanada LEH 5
CONNECTION JE. Telephone {905) 829-5858 Facsimile (905) 329-5388
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Bravura

"a fine testament to...

"...breathtaking speed and
transparency at low
frequencies are quite a
prize, and lend the speaker
a superb sense of timing
and the ability to play
bass-heavy material with
delightful agility...
"...the Virtuoso Gold plays
middle frequencies quite
spectacularly. But in this
case, high and low
[frequencies come across
with equal aplomb.
Instead, my attention was
drawn to the fine dynamics
on display...
"With the finesse of an |
electrostatic and the |
timing of a Rehdeko, the
Bravura Virtuoso Gold
repays searching out.”

.horn technology”

Bravura speakers are designed and manufactured by
Thomas Transducers
White House Hall, Hadlow Road, Tonbridge, Kent TN11 0AJ, UK
T +44 (0)1732 851408 F: +44 (0)1732 850315

-Jason Kennedy, Hi-Fi Choice, June 1997

m— ) S— 202 FINDON ROAD, WORTHING, WEST SUSSEX. BN 14 0EJ

VISA A DIO LTD. Y54 TEL. 01903-872288 OR (AFTER HOURS) 4860 660001 F AX. 01903-872234
!'4';-’ HEATI{ERD LE Al D O — e-mail: heatherdale@hifi-stereo.com httpy/iwww.hifi-stereo.com
HEATHERDALE PRE-DWNED GUARANTEED EQUIPMENT ARCAM Alpha 3 Integrated Amp with phono £165 LUMLEY 120 Ya've Mano Power Amps (N“Ia £2495
EXPORT FACILITIES AVAILABLE RLARK Swordsman Plus Loudspeakers £175  LUMLEY Promenade SP1 Loudspeakers (NEW) £250
MARK LEVINSON No 265 Pre amplfier £2995 CAMBRIOGE P50 Integrated Amplitiers £75 TECHNICS SLQ30 Turntable £125
MARK LEVINSOIN No 89 CD Pryer Mint £4495 PRO-AC2 Loucspsakers 2-way. Teak £395 KISEKI Blackheart Unused/Boxed (£1945) Special Offer £1500
FORSELL Ltd EDlTlUN AIR R RENCE TURNTABLE ANO AUOI0 NOTE Kassai Silver Amplifier £19995 APOGEE SP"II’UO speakers with stands £1495
AIR BEARING TONEA £4995  MISSIOM 782 Loudspeakers with stands £250 B&WJO ERS Active 1Speakers £895
FORSELL AIR HEFERENCE C0 TRANSPORT ANO KEF 104 Loudspeakers £450 MARK LEVNSON 388 pre-amp ex-demo £4850
DAC ONLY 3 MONTHS OLD £1565C new offered for £8995 AHB0I0 NOTE M7 Silver SIEnature re-amp £7000 ROTEL RC:95BX CO player £195
CONRAD JOHKSON Prenvier & mano-blocks £8095  LUXMAN T-4 Accutouch CLL AMFM Tuner £450  MAGNAPLANAR 2a panel Speakers £950
ECECTROGOMPANIET 2 Chance! Audio Power Amp £295 mgt’m %‘gfag(kg"lfﬁ E'; - E}gg
D i s g excdeno §2750 AUOID NOTE ANETSE Loudspeakers siverwired ¢3005  JUST AVAILABLE FULL CELLO SYSTEM PLEASE
B.& W Matrix BO? Series Il ) G e e b ASK FOR DETAILS
MARK LEVINSON 26 2-0oxpre-amp wifhphono E24%5  WEYBRODK Quarts & stands Ex Oem(£840) £595 EX-OEM EXPOSURE EQUIPMENT AVAILABLE
ACCUPHASE T-109 Tuner Mint/Boxed 2%550 gﬁg}lﬁcgwgﬁgg t‘%&";’,}n'ﬁ‘; Pre (£3398) Eggs PLEASE TELEPHONE FOR LIST
TARE L VIR0 L3 e ot Do Koo Amo (230 TRANSPARENT Rel.interconnect 155t pai £15% MAIN UK DEALERS FOR THIEL SPEAKERS
PR s o o HES B0 Gen T dweoamp mint Eios
AUOIO ROTE 10 Linited crndge & Py g2750  LUXMAN M 3600 KTBS tereo power amplier £ FOR AN UP-TO-THE MINUTE LIST VISIT OUR
LUXMAN 0540 CO Plyer MINT/EOXED (€345) £1795 SPENOgR Al e 250 NEW WEB SITE:
HAKAMICHI 2XL 1000 Tape Deck - B&W Serviced g2195  Q.EO. Digit Dic & Positron PSU \ 3
AUOIO NOTE ANST Step-up Transformer £3000  PIONEER FPO-AdX negrted Ampife £150 http://www.hifi-stereo.com

ALL USED CARTRIDGES ARE CHECKRED UNDER A MICROSCOPE
BEFORE BEING OFFERED FOR SALE.

VISA - SWITCH - MASTER CARD - DINERS CLUB WELCOME.
WE TAKE PART EXCHANGE ON NEW & USED STOCK AND BUY IN FOR CASH

k [ ] h [ ] [ ] ?
Are you making the right connections?
Send for Britain’s biggest catalogue of I ciod il oot e Gartom Cable Catogue )
specialist cable and connections. : - :

All available by mail order. i T E

Phone 0181-942 9124 or clip I —— [

the coupon for your Free copy + m — i
iPostcode / q% E

! NO FURTHER INFORMATION REQUIRED / %.E ]

cumm CHBLE E Send to: Custom Cable Service / The, E

Py ' PO Box 4007 " Catarog,, '

SERVICE : London SW17 8XG ) 2 |

PO Box 4007, London SW17 8XG VIS m ele m B e, A
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(%) !g Danish Aubio ConnecT

World's Pinsot Componente Clt AUDIO ATTENUATOR
On Selected Popular Values

MUSE K7 Premine Grade Blecirelytic’s

Fesmring Low Distortiam, (FC Wue Lead-Outs)
~ PRICE(®) 1+ PRICKE) 5+
188 09
e s 185 Improved sound quality
. BV 1000 . s - no B
: - proved accuracy
,\'. l«' Pure Siver Wire 99.95% (41N) Fully Anncsbed Improved reliability
D (mem) PRICE(C)1 Wtr PRICEE) &+ Por M Improved tracking
348 an
::: ‘;z THE IDEAL VOLUME CONTROL
In high quality hi-fi ond professional cudio equipment
*.'O‘C:"WWW . Precision allenuatar for measuring & 1esi aquipment!

Passive valume coniral

VALIE () _ PRICIES) S+

Available in 10, 20, 50 , 100

-3 and 250 kOhm log
‘ D h i Available in versions for
Reduged Wistortion = bulanced equipment (4 gang )

World=wide soles office yj UK distributor

Dan/ié%qllo ConnacT {Thailond) L1d. AUDIOCOM

Unit 1501, g Chang Glas Haos Bldg. g::l?eﬂnd'e St

a 4 1 Sukhumvit Rd. Soi 25 H warren Street
\ ~ Bangkok 10110, Thoiland Tenby ]
Tol:(+66 2) 260 6072 J] Fembrokeshire
. Fox:[+66 2) 260 6071 {} Tel: 01834 842803
" Email: vifodoct@loxinfo.coth | TelFax: 01834 842804

VY A
lnta}pa’#lonal Distributors Welcome
Designed ond monufackured in Denmark Audio ConnecT A/S, Copenhagen
_____ IS

Sound Investment

If you have invested expertise and *High quality aluminium construction.

money in building up a sound system *Finishes available to your choice.

fo your own unique specifications, *Fully adjustable 6mm glass shelving.

then why compromise with indifferent  *Sound isolation on shelving/feet.

housing units? *Custom created to suit your system.
*Free delivery throughout the UK.

Fi-Rax offers a new dimension in

audio visual racking - from a range Fi-Rax - a sound investment for those 12 Visoal Pk
of standard designs to the flexibility who want the best from their M Visual Tl
fo custom create @ unit fo suit your equipmént. For further information or a free brochure contoct:JEM Distribution,

" . Springfield Mills, Spa Street, Ossett Wakefield WF5 OHW.
particular sound system and lifestyle. Tel: 01924 277626 Fax: 01924 270759

,4 LPHASON
cDﬂ--‘l’-I:-?v\—L
OVERSEAS DISTRIBUTORS required

for the UK’s leading specialist hi-fi and
home entertainment furniture manufacturer.

This photo of one of our beautiful pieces
of furniture was taken at midnight and has
not come out foo well.

But for a clearer view of our wide range -

the BEES KNEES
in storage units for
CDs Videotapes LPs
Books Music Cassettes

: . Hi-Fis  TVs Vid Etc  Et
For further details contact John B.Reddington. e m [

ALPHASON DESIGNS LIMITED
Tel: +44 1189 833523 Fax: +44 1189 833567
E-mail: john.reddington.(@yvirgin.net

- Send for the Brochure from

The Old Chopel . 282 Skipton Road
lan Edwards Horrogate . HG1 3HB
Telephone: 01423 500442
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COMPACT DISC PLAYERS

One of Quad’s best products for a long time, the
67 is warmer: and smoother than most, yet is
highly musical and revealing.

Real hi-fi and real music for a mere £150.

A competent all rounder with lifelike
soundstaging and impressive treble clarity.

This British built player is extremely good value.
Upfront, punchy nature suits Techno and Rock.

Similar to the CD-63SE but more powerful bass
and an all-round smoother sound.

Conve(.s music in a powerful and dramatic fashion.
Smooth and sweet, with a good sense of depth. A
little soft sounding though.

Words cannot describe its infinite variety, but
you'll love it or hate it. Highly emotional
presentation with not a hint of self-doubt.

The Caspian has a smooth, even sound with some
of the clearest treble in the business. Very
engaging, dynamic character.

The Marantz excels in all areas. Without doubt
this is one of the most involving CD players on
the planet. Build quality is also exemplary.

This single box |6-bit player sounds very
engag}i‘ng compared to your average bitstreamer,
CDS[ at vital tingle factor of the larger, two-box

A thorogggly inspiring machine. One of the most
?USi-Ta:j players around; sweet, open and
etailed.

COMPACT DISC
TRANSPORTS

Not as substantially built as its chunky looks
suggest, the T1 is nevertheless a good entry-level
transport with a warm, expansive sound.

Beautifully built and finished, the CDM is packed
with sensible features and performs superbly, day-
in day-out.

Cheap it isn’t, but then it sounds like a million
digital dollars. Nothing short of superb.

HI-FI WORLD
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CD CONVERTORS

A lot more weight at frequency extremes than the
It and far better control. A bargain at £300.

Used with the TCD2000 as a transport, the
TDA2000 produces a sound that is focused,
detailed and spacious. Good value.

_

With Crystal Semiconductors’ |8-bit DAC the
Marston produces clean-cut images and a
transparent sound stage. Very rhythmic too.

Offers a choice of filter modules, all up there with

the best. The Da Capo is superb in many respects,
but can sound a touch polite on Rock.

Proof positive that today’s CDs needn’t sound
CD-like! Uses an in-house discrete convertor, and
DPA haven't skimped on the build either!

TURNTABLES

In a decent plinth with an arm of SME309 calibre, the
401 has a highly authoritative overall sound with the
most solid, expressive bass in the business. Very
musical, but treble isn't up to modern standards.

it's good enough to face off the Garrard 401,
swapping some of its bass power for a more
delicate, incisive treble,

A fine all rounder and easy to upgrade too.Has
more depth and breadth than Rega Planar 3.

Not only does the Tarantella have more style than
a catwalk full of models, it also combines PT’s
usual clarity with real authority. The biz.

With its control and grip on music the Junior
never fails to engage. Set-up is a piece of cake and
there’s a whole range of upgrades on offer too.

Stunning looks, build and fine sound. Standard PSU
has detailed, architectural, if undynamic sound. With
QC PSU, scale and insight kill the competition.

The Pro-ject places the listener in the best seat in
the control room. Outrageous dynamics and a
punchy, seriously deeg bass. Comes with Sumiko
arm and Ortofon MC30 Supreme.

Cirkus bearing puts it back up with the best.

Superbly begutling, rhythmic sound that piays ’azz
like few others, but lacks the Gyrodec’s detail or
imaging. You'll forget CDs were ever invented.

'World Radio Histol

One of the finest-sounding turntables around, the
Anniversary takes the listener nearer the
recording studio than almost any other deck.
Works with Rega, Linn and SME arms alike.

DSU or XPS 3.5 power supply £150/170 extra.
Excellent pitch stability from a new Swiss motor
and outboard power suprly. Very tight bass, fine
dynamics and revealing clarity.

The Darth Vader of analogue, the Orbe builds on
the strengths of the Gyrodec. An ultra-tuneful,
expansive sound.

Including the excellent SME V tonearm, the Model
20is ?ossibly the Iashgreat turntable, unless you've
got £11,000 for the Model 30, that is.

TONE-ARMS

Supremely capable at the price, but not quite
humankind's salvation as has been suggested.
Detailed, tight, rhythmic sound but tonally rather
grey and cold-sounding.

This Paleolithic device doesn't bother with
frequency extremes or detail, but its legenda
serviceability makes it a cult in Japan. Oh death,
where is thy sting?

A down-market version of the IV and V with
aluminium armtube and detachable headshell.
Tight, neutral sound with good tonality, but lacks
the IV's pace and precision.

A masterpiece of precision engineering with a
cohesive, ultra-transparent sound.

A thunderous battleship of an arm, with a ve
impressive sound, masses of detail and dynamics,
but lacks the SME V's cohesion and musicality.

CARTRIDGES

Warm, full-bodied, punchy and fast. Not to be
sniffed at for a tenner. Can be upgraded with a
better stylus at a later date,

C

An accomplished MM with a solid bass, slightly
forward midband and clean transients, £20 buys
the faster, more dynamic 1022GX

|
i
I

The best moving magnet available. Has an
extremely cohesive, weighty sound that’s warm
but highly involving.

The Shure produces a warm, dynamic sound
which has great detail and impact. Far superior to
earlier Vi5s.
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The MC10, MC20 and MC30 Supremes all offer
superb sound and value for money, with a rich,
smooth and musical performance.

We came across this one in an SME IV on a
Garrard 401; it duly gave one of the best results
we've ever heard.

In a way it's MC2000 meets MC7500 with the
tonal strengths and d(namo sound Ortofon put
into their moving-coi! cartridges.
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Fluid bass, ﬁne%etched treble and highly tuneful in
between. The MC-10 is honey, pure and simple.

Conclusive proof that there's hope for humankind.
CD lovers would die if they heard it.

INTEGRATED AMPLIFIERS
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hono stage. Able to embarrass many
modern budget amps.
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A real hi-fi amplifier at a bargain price. Forms the
heart of a separates system that will murder an
midi system at twenty paces. No phono stage, but
you can't have everything at this price.

The VA-80 is superb for the price - it is capable of
embarrassing more up-market competition.

This is the cooking A-300 tweaked with special
components and it shows, Rhythm and detail are
first-class and the phono stage isn’t far behind.

A taste of high-end audio. The most involving,
musical design at the price, but low power,

Superb engineering, a solid cast chassis and a clear,
spacious sound. Phono stage could be better.

i i
along with exemplary timing. Utterly gripping.
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Rich and smooth, the Renaissance is one of the
sweetest amps around, if lightweight.

This superbly made ltalian integrated has a lucidity
and control which leave the competition at up to
£1000 standing. Sound stage depth is unequalled

Economically but well built single-ended valve
amplifier. Wonderful clarity with vocals.

Class A transistor amp. Rich, crisp, deep, tight
sound and it images well too. Wonderful.

Beautifully-built integrated with a sweeter, clearer
sound than mid-price alternatives. Plenty of
facilities and remote controllable.

PRE-AMPLIFIERS

A true bargain that offers a cohesive, musical
sound but avoid using it in thin sounding systems.

Superb value entry-level phono stage with
audiophile quality components and clear sound.

The Mistral has a warmth and involvement that
make mang more expensive phono stages sound
overpriced.

At its price, this battery powered pre-amp is
difficult to beat. Weak points are lightweight build
and average phono stage.

|

Not quite the 50S, but there’s little to match it at
this price if transparency and involvement are your
priorities.

Versatile with superb phono input. Can sound
sterile, but latest version is much improved.

This phono stage has fine midband and treble
detaiﬁ with taut bass. The £850 ISO/HR brings
more of everything.

'World Radio Histo

Fantastic bass and super insight make this one of
the best phono stages around. One for vinyl lovers.

Excellent line-level only pre-amp, greatly improves
on 8000C with a more fluid, musical sound and
greater grip. Remote control.

With the Attessa PSU the Artaxerxes X MM/MC
stage still shines. Its fortes are great stage depth,
neutrality and tonal colour. Musical too.

A '60s reissue, the Marantz pre-amp still sounds
superb. Has a great phono stage.
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al warm, smooth valve sound,
although not the last word in detail or dynamics.

The Stereo 20 can sound impressively up-to-date,
although power and detail are ultimately limited.

Solidlg built, but lifeless sounding, power amp can
be substantially improved by a Quad service.

With 70watts on tap, the 9P will drive most
loudspeakers with a spacious and detailed sound.
Good bass drive too.
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smooth, but with a firm grip; a fine blend of
properties.
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Used with the partneringcrre-amp it gives 70watts
of smooth, relaxing sound.

Extremely competitive at the price with |00W of
unusually smootbh, full-bodied sound.

A neutral, highly dynamic and thoroughly exciting
amplifier. A sonic bargain.

Better than anything else at the price. Not as dry
as the 50S.

Partnered with a NACB82, this has classic Naim
control, making for a superbly rhythmic
presentation. A touch lean for some tastes.

|

A refined transistor amplifier with valve-like
transparency and a full, warm, easy-going sound.
The £1800 Alecto monoblocks have rare lucidity
and three dimensional realism.

HI-FI WORLD



Great control is allied to seductive smoothness. A
rare combination of power and delicacy.

Authentic reproduction monoblocs still more than
cut the sonic mustard. The sound combines grunt
with great tonal colour and expressiveness.

TUNERS

Clear and lucid sound puts it up with the best
regardless of price. Superb build too.

High quality Michi-based tuner with a sophisticated,
forward sound with great imaging and soundstage.
Sensible facilities and remote control.
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proof of Naim’s proficiency with tuners.

In its native US the FT-| is no mere tuner buta
‘broadcast monitor’ no less, a task at which it acquits
itself well, with a clear and powerful sound.

This is the best solid-state tuner available bar
none. For better radio, go and live in the studio.

CASSETTE DECKS

Sonically a very decent machine. For the price
tcr:1erec‘|ssnothing better. Comes fitted with Dolby B,
and S.

A simple deck, but high quality head and transport
give an unusually high level of performance at this
price. Not to be missed.

The ‘Special Edition’ tag is more than a marketing
gimmick. Sound is solid and clear with Dolby S.

A stable transport, superb head and Dolby S make
the AD-S950 an excellent all rounder.

A great piece of engineering from Pioneer, with
first rate sound on playback and recording.

Where serious cassette decks start. The DR2
pushes recordinFs to the limit, remaining
unflustered at all times.

HI-FI WORLD
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Better still than the DR2, with manual head
azimuth adjustment to boot.

Kills every other cassette deck and stamps on
their graves.

LOUDSPEAKERS

These stand mounters offer impressive bass and
excellent clarity but need a powerful amplifier to
perform at their considerable best.

Fine tonal resolution through midrange and a
smooth and extended treble make the HBIs ideal
for Classical/acoustic music. Bass is a little boxy
and constrained though.
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and well extended treble and deep, tight bass.
Midrange is focused and pure with plenty of detail
and speed.

Deep and strong bass.¥ure. projected and
uneoloured midrange. Treble quality a little
metagic. but imaging precise. A lively, enjoyable
sound.

Few subwoofers match the Q-Bass at the price.
The tuning controls can be a bit of a fiddle, but
once set up the rest is pleasure.

Impressively vice-free 'speakers that offer great
transparency and involvement. Unbeatable at the
price.

Strong, punchy bass is allied to detailed and
articulate midrange and treble. Above all, these
*speakers are thorcughly musical.

The Strata subwoofer is not a toy. It offers
superb, true hi-fi bass depth and power, and opens
up sound stage depth in particular.

Use advanced High Definition Aerogel
bass/midrange driver and silk dome tweeter.
Dynamic, punchy and musical, yet refined like few
others are at the price. Not as sweet or soft as
the original 752s though.

This small dual-concentric loudspeaker produces
believable three dimensional imaging.

Taut, dry bass and lucid midrange from their
carbon fibre driver, but need warm ancillaries to
avoiding sounding bright.

A fine example of good loudspeaker engineering.
The top of the mini-monitor league.

'World Radio Histo
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The KEFs combine pin-point imagery and detail with
a smooth and polite balance. Good, agile bass too.

Heybrook have retained the strengths of the
original Sextet, imFroving on bass extension and
smoothness. Treble and imaging still excellent.
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ith fi agi igh
deep bass extension. Uses silk dome tweeter,
HDA midrange and 8in woofer.

With their inch-thick cabinets and fabulous drive
units, the Concert 8s are the most transparent
stand mounters around. They don’t suffer poor
sources gladly though.

Epos’ best. Combines near-uncoloured tonality
with characteristic fireworks in the rhythm
department. Superb by any other name.

This big Spendor is very appealing thanks to its
lucid sound and valve-friendly Ioagd.

Bold sounding professional active monitor with
solid bass, clearly focused midrange and delicious
treble. Built-in amplification.

A reference against which all other loudspeakers
are judged, the '63s have stéperb imaging qualities
and genuine transparency. Earlier ESL model is a

fine second-hand buy.

Superb bass and near-electrostatic soundstaging
make these involving loudspeakers a reference to
others. Need a strong amplifier though.

Smooth, detailed and spacious with great dynamics
and fine imaging. Capable of producing a superb
performance when used in a big room.

An incredibly dynamic, detailed full-range horn
design with a rich sound. Its high sensitivity
predisposes it to valve amplification.

MINIDISC PLAYERS

An impressive sound and unmatched convenience
make this MiniDisc player an excellent buy.

Both replay and recording quality are superb
through th?s Kenwood. l\fakamichi owners should
start getting worried - at last there’s competition.”
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NEW PRODUCTS AVAILABLE AT MIDLAND AUDIO EXCHANGE

BLUEPRINT LOUDSPEAKERS

Point 1. A two way floorstanding design featuring real wood veneers and surprisingly a
rear finng
tweeter, with asensitivity of around 90 d8, these speakers are probably
the most interesting we have heard for some time. Booknow to hear this special
speaker. Price £1,000.00
Point 2. A three way floorstanding design utilising heavy intemal bracing and
bitumous
intemal damping and a side firing base driver als the rear firing tweeter  as in Point 1. If
a large room needs to be filled - these are the correct choice.
Price £1,650.00
Dpa Digital Limited
With new drop dead gorgeous cosmetics the whole dpa range takes on a new role at
Midland Audio Exchange. As our preferred digital component, this truly prestigious range
now outlooks and outperforms the competition. As in our previous newsletter, we now
have the new Enlightenment preamp and power amp with its formidable class A 100w. per
channel design. Price £1,699.00

Dpa Reference Products

Built on the sucess of the PDM 1024 the new SX 512 Digital Analogue Converter uses the
new Pulse Array Technology. It has nine gate array chips with a total transistor account of
about half million transistors. Puise Array can be broken down into three distinct
functions.:

i. a filtering function - which takes the eight times oversampled filtered output, then over
samples another twenty four times.

ii. noise shaping - this runs internally at 28 bits and generates a seven bit output with a
noise shaper that runs well below 200 d/B in the normal audio band width.

This com fortably exceedes the requirements of 24 bit

accuracy.

iii.the turbo deltran sync-fock - this system minimises jitter within the digital dpa domain.

The SX 512 features user adjustable dither levels and towards the end of autumn "97 we
will seee the new Yamaha YSF 210 and the HDCD Filter included in the filter system. The
user may switch between the two systems. The SX 512 features split analogue and digital
power supplies and has three tos link optical outputs and four coaxial inputs, one AT and T
optical input and a balanced AED-EBU output.

Projected price - a staggering £8,000.00

The SX DAC utilises one 24 bit pulse array chip per channel has eight digital inputs and
single ended and balanced lined outputs. It also has a user switchable HDCD or YSF 210
DC Fitter. The SX 128 has one extemal power supply and yet again the looks. Price
£2,000.00

UKD PRODUCTS

Audio Analogue Puccine Special Edition - After its astounding review in Hi-Fi World, we
were drawn towards the amplifier when we heard it. The Puccini without doubt is the best
amplifier we have heard at its price. It includes a moving magnet switchable moving coil
phono stage and a dual mono circuit - alt for the meastly sum of £600.00

MONRIO

The Priviledge CD Player - incorporates an 18 bit DA conversion system and a Philips 9
Transport. If total transparency with a fluid top end is what is required then look no further
- this Audiophile bargain s Italy's best kept secret ata surpnsing price of only ~ £995.00

IMPULSE

We are glad to announce that they're back with a vengenance. Not only teh
Kora/Lali/Taus but now a new two way high sensitivity monitor. Midtand Audio Exchange
are proud to be demonstrating the new MAYA at £650.00 a worth successor to this fine
range of loudspeakers.

Michell Engineering Ltd

Becoming one of the most popular analogue manufacturers in the UK at the moment,
these beasts never fail to impress, both with Awesome Orbe and Superb Gyrodek. Always
a good selection of tonearms and cartridge combinations available to hear on these
formidable machines.

Products on full demonstration

The Orbe inc. SME V/Ortofon Rohmanng 4395.00
The Gyrodek inc RB300/MC20 Supreme £1474.00
The Gyro Power QC psu £399.00
The Iso phono stage inc Hera psu £575.00
S/Hand and Ex Demo Clearance items - December 1997

WAS NOW
Naim Audio NAP 90.3 Power Amp 428 299
Audio Alchemy DAC in a Box 229 125
Sony TCK 850 ES 3 head cassette 400 195
Linn LP12/ITTOK (8Black)/OC 7 2000 650
Project 6.1 SA MC25 FL (NEW) 850 650
Rega XEL R/Wood 1040 740
Deva Audio 250 Integrated (Ex-Demo) 950 820
DPA Renalssance CD Player (Ex Demo) 950 820
Rotel RC 970 8X Pre Amp (New) 175 135
PRO-AC Studio 100 (Cherry & Black) 699 425
Audio Note M1 Phono Pre-Amp 750 495
KEF Coda 8 Speakers 189 129
Klark Teknik DN 15 Preampiifier 899 199
QLN Cubic 111 Speakers 199 89
QLN Cubic 122 Speakers 279 149
QLN Cubic 222 Speakers 350 225
AR The Limited Amplifier Model 200 (Designed by Mark Levinson)
looks like 27.5 new boxed 4000 1695
Rotel RT940AX Remote Control Tuner 180 99
Sugden Symetra Class A Mono Blocks 1550 995
DPA Enlightenment DAC (Ex Demo) 825 750
QLN Split Field Signatures Cherry 1500 1199
Ruark Equinox Light Ash 1850 1499
Roksan Artemiz Tonearm (new) 895 695
Roksan Caspian Amplifiers (2nd Quality) 695 550
Roksan Ojan 3 Rosewood Speakers 2nd 999 649

Suppliers & Installers of High Quality Audio
Systems
Roksan - Rega - Michell - D.P.A - ProAc
Audio Note - Densen- UKD- Orelle - Myriad -
Implulse - Ruark- Mark Levinson

KIDDERMINSTER
WORCS
DY11 5AD
Telephone:
Mobile:
Roksan
Midland Audio Exchange have to the following products on permanent
demonstration.
Turntables

Touraj Mogghadon Signature/Artemiz/Shiraz
Xerxes X/Tabriza/Corus black
Radius 3/Tabriz/Corus biack

CD Players

Attessa DP3 Transport/Attessa DA2 Mk2/Attessa DS5
Attessa DP3 CD player
Caspian CD player

Ampilifiers

Rok L1.5 preamplier

Rok L2.5 preamplier

Rok $1.5 power amplifier

Rok M1.5 mono power amplifier
Caspian Integrated

Caspian power amplifier£T.B.A.
Loudspeakers

- Ojan 3 x Loudspeaker £1195.00
Ojan 3 Loudspeaker £795.00
Rok-One Loudspeaker '£549.00

Other Products Available

Xerxes X upgrades rosewood oniy£950.00 inc fitting
Artexerxes X phono amplifier

Xps v reference xerxes power supply

Tabrizi upgrade inc armcable

Xerxes power supplies XPS 3.5 inc DSU

181 Franche Road

01562 822236
0421 605966

£5310.00
£1845.00
£1090.00

£2439.00
£1595.00
£895.00

£2250.00
£1295.00
£1495.00
£2250.00
£695.00

£1395.00
£995.00
£649.00

£395.00
£320.00
£220.00
£320.00

Any aspect or format concerning Roksan please call John Roberts for an

informative but informat chat.

Recommended Vinyl
Eagles Hell Freezes Over £17.90
Ricki Lee Jones Pop Pop 180 gm £19.95
Monty Alexander Live At Montreux 180gm £19.95
Cassandra Wilson New Moon Daughter £19.95
Ben Harper Will to Live £15.90
Van Morrison Moondance 180grm £15.90
Fleetwood Mac Roumers 180grm £15.90
Ry Cooder Paris Texas 180gm £15.90
Art Pepper Rhythm Section 180gm £10.95
Jimi Hendnix R.U. Experienced £17.95
Jimi Hendrix Band Of Gypsies £12.95
Janis lan Between The Lines £10.90
EMI EMI 100 Years 180grmm (All titles stocked) £14.90
Beck! Odelay 180gm £12.90
David Bowie Earthling Limited Edition £14.90
Tom Petty and
The Heartbreakers She’s The One £11.90
Arthur Louis {featuring
Eric Clapton) Knocking On Heavens Door £11.90
Nina Simone Sings The Blues 180gm £19.95
Miles Davis Tutu 180grm £15.90
Santana Abraxas180 gm £21.95
Mobile Fidelity Titles 200 gm Speciat Offer £19.99
Joan Armatrading Same 180 gm £19.95
Jimi Hendrix First Rays of the New Rising Sun 180 gm £24.95
Jimi Hendrix Axis bold as love 180 gm £21.95
Oscar Peterson We Get Requests £15.90
DCC 180 gm Series Virgin Vinyl £21.95
Miles Davis Kind of Blue Double 180gm £38.00
Sergio Mendes and Brasil ‘66 180 gm £19.95
Sonny Clark Cool Struttin' Blue Note 180 gm £19.95
Ike Quebec Soul Samba Blue Note 180 gm £19.95
Horace Parfan On the spur of the moment Blue Note 180 gm £19.95
Janis lan revenge £9.95
Neil Young &Crazy Horse Year of the Horse £15.90
Little Feet Fun 180 gm HQ £19.95
Rogers E20 A Valve Integrated 1230 650
Rogers LS323 & 533 Subwoofers 678 425
Rogers LS55 Speakers 429 225
Rogers DB101 Concert Speakers 249 149
VP I TNT MK 2.5 (new parts fitted) 3995 2995
Roksan Xerxes Various models available from 495 to 995
Audio Research LS2 pre amplifier 2300 1395
Audio Research CL 30 VT poweramp 2300 1995
Arcam Delta 70.2 CD Player 799 259
Musical Fidelity Tubalog valve dac 499 195
Mission Cyrus One (black toggle switch) 229 99
Mission Cyrus 780 Loudspeakers 200 85
4 x 10m Roksan Isoda Speaker Cable 240 75
Rega Planar 2 (6 months old) 196 139
JBL Li 2 Way Monttors (inc stands) 749 299
Yamaha C2/B2 pre power 200 watts 1799 599
Mission Cyrus 781 speakers (inc stands) 465 199
Musical Fidelity A1 Integrated 299 145
Exposure X Integrated 379 175
Roksan Xerxes RB300 A TOC5/XPS 1055 549
Roksan Xerxes Mission 774/XPS3 1245 529
Roksan L2.5 Preamplifier (silver) 1295 599
Roksan S$1.5 Power Amplifier (Silver) 1495 950
Roksan DS5/DA2 PSU/Converter 1150 695
KEF Q 55 Loudspeakers (New) 499 375
KEF Q 35 Loudspeakers (New) 350 279

Midland Audio Exchange are looking for good used British & American Hi-Fi, cash paid

call John Robers 01562 8322236



.

The Phoenix rises..... The first new high-end
Garrard turntable for 25 years is unveiled by
Loricraft Audio, licencees of the Garrard name and
trademark. The Garrard 501 is a classic idler-wheel
turntable that continues the design philosophy of
the original firm.

Also launched are a new range of Garrard
turntable accessories. A unique new “Natural
Fibre” record brush evolved during research for
the Loricraft record cleaner, “the world’s finest vinyl
cleaning machine”.

The Garrard “SoundStage” turntable support
platform was developed with the help of a leading
materials company. The entire structure works to
damp vibration and pull the best from any vinyl
player or other equipment.

Loricraft also offer the Garrard improved power
supply, originally developed for the 501. This is
now available for all Garrard and other fine
turntables.

The Legend (Coutinnes. . ..

Garrard products are on demonstration at Byworth
Music Farnham, Surrey 01 252-710910 and Audible
Elegance Hernebay, Kent 01 227-742928

For further information contact:

LORICRAFT AUDIO,
4 BIG LANE,
GOOSE GREEN, LAMBOURN,

BERKSHIRE, RG17 8XQ
01488 - 72267

TELEPHONE ENQUIRES: 8:30 - 4:00 PM MON-FRI
TECHNICAL HELPLINE: TUESDAY &THURSDAY

QUALITY USED
EQUIPMENT,

BOUGHT, SOLD,

PART EXCHANGE

THE MIDLANDS
BEST USED
EQUIPMENT
SPECIALIST

ALL EQUIPMENT
TESTED AND
GUARANTEED

LINN, NAIM,
MERIDIAN, QUAD,
CASH WAITING

AN Y "2 AMMAL ITEMIC "~
[AUTUMN CLEARANCE ITEWS —FF
i .
Naim CDS £4000 £2295
| Micromega Duo + Duo Pro DAC £3200 £1195
! Meridian 508 20 Bit £1700 £995
Mendian 518 DSP £925 £595
J Meridian 563 DAC £800 £395
AMPS
Quad 66 £800 £295
Naim 32.5 £375 £195
Naim Hi-Cap £700 £295
Naim 90/3 £450 £295
Naim 92 £470 £295
Musical Fidelity F15 £2000 £995
Musical Fidelity F22 £1000 £495
Quad 66 Pre-amp & remote N/A £395
Quad 606 Markone N/A £395
SPEAKERS
Naim (BL Black £1000 £395
Naim SBL Wainut £2000 £1195
TOL Studio 1M Rosewood + Stands £ 1000 £495
Linn isobariks Walnut + Stands £3300 £595
Linn Kabers Black £2000 £495
Latest Spec Special Finish £2500 £1195
Linn Tukans Rosewood £600 £295
Linn Tune Box Active X-Over £450 £195 |
TURNTABLES
Linn LP12 + Ekos + Troika £3500 £895
Linn Basik +Akito + KS EN/A £195
Linn LP12 + LVV + A+R P6 EN/A £195
Linn Ekos £1500 £495
Linn Troika, low hours £800 £195
Linn Akito £500 £195
Linn Karma £500 £45
AV. |
Meridian 565 OSP £2250 £1195 |
Yamaha DSPA 2070 £1200 £495
UHEAS |
Quad 66 Tuner A
OPEN MON-SUN RING FOR FURTHER DETAILS |
, 10.00 TO 8.00 TEL 0121-783-8227 §

HI-FI WORLD

HICAM

GOOD QUALITY PRE OWNED EQUIPMENT
BOUGHT SOLD PX

£ ’ Linn Axis/Akito/K9 250
Mark Levinson 28/29 3,700
{Denon 720 80 | |
Pioneer A400 100
Yamaha 401 R.C. R Speaker Stands
Pioneer V.S.P. 200 Processor 125 £
Yamaha DSP 1000 Surround sound 500 Atacarma 24 35
Naim 180 Power Amp 5 l Target 35
Naim 135 New Case 1500
Monoblocks 1,500 ’
Naim Nac 62 Old Style  Preamp 250
Exposure 11/8 Pre/Power 650
+PSU 12 £
— * |Sony 730 ES 100
Speakers Nad 402 80
|
| £ Tape Decks
Heybrook HB1 150 ‘
Kef 105/3 R/W 1,000 e |
Ee: 100 C/S 175 Yamaha K390 80
cliGalgh e Denon ORM 10X 80
Mission 751 Bik 175 Denon 800 80
Mission 762 50
Mission 760i 65 Sony ES 700 s
Infinity C/S 50 £
Revolver Purdey Teak 60
JBL Controt 1 65
Nam SBL Blk 750 Rega Planer 2 85 |
WA EIG) EITS 2 Technics 770A 125
:zgar'ivée;;";'k :gg Arcam Alpha 5+ 225
e
Proceed T/ 0
Linn Keilid RAW 550 e .
Apogee Stages 1500 J
Castle Winchester 850
E== -~ = L

Mon Sun 10am - 8pm VISA Switch - Mastercard
For further details Phone/FAX 01844 260182
Mobile: 0973 233380

DECEMBER 1997 E



GREAT REASONS FOR YOU TO VISIT THE MOST

EXCITING NEW & USED HI-FI SPECIALISTS

a
FINANCIAL
REALITY!

SERIOUS MICRO

Micro’s and MinT's are one way to go
these days but we doubt you wil
hear one quite like this! When you
call in, speak to tan about his choice

Cyrus Straight Line Amp  £398
Cyrus daD 3 (D Ployer ~ £598
Cyrus 750 Loudspeakers  £248

Total: £1244

Trode-In /Deposit (Example) £284
interest Free Payments 12 x £80

AV EXPERTISE

Matt is a self-confessed fanatic
about fitm, an avid collector of

love of nome cinema with fellow
enthusiasts. This is his ‘value’ system!

Pioneer (LD925 £599
Demon AV50 £1090
Yamcha DDP2 £598
Yamaha ADP1 £99
KEF @55 Speakers £499
KEF Q95 (entre £199
KEF 60S Rears £199
KEF 30B Sub £499

Total: £3142
Trade-In /Deposit (Example) £502
Inferest Free Payments 12 x £220

Laserdiscs and keen to share his §

systems for yourself, set up in our
Four Demonstration Areas, and
when you do, always remember;
WE DO WANT YOUR OLD Hi-Fl.

offer around 50% (often much
more) of what you originally paid
for your hi-fi equipment, as well as
12 months INTEREST FREE TERMS
on the balance. Or there's our
unique CASH BACK facility - all
designed to make it even easier
for you choose and enjoy your
own 'Dream System!

MUSCLE MAKES MUSIC

Chat with our Stevie B. if you're into
the real heavyweights of the hi-fi
world. He’s a great listener, a
serious tweaker and virtually able to
‘tune’ a room by ear. This is what
he’s listening to right now.

Come and hear any of ‘our own’

When you trade-in we usually

Krell KAV300CD (D Plyr  £3549

Krell KAV250P Pre £1999

Krell KAV250A Pwr £3195

Martin Logan (LS

Electrostatic Speakers ~ £4555
Total: £13298

Trade-In /Deposit (Exomple)  £4298
Inferest Free Payments 12 x £750

Some of us still enjoy, perhaps more
SO now, our treasured LP’s. The best
sounds can be expensive though, so
here’s Malcolm’s ‘starter’ system.

Vi

L STILL KING?

Pink Triangle Torantelio

With RB 300/Grado £795
Copland (SA14 Amp  £1199
Sonus Faber Concerfino  £599

Sonus Faber Iron Stands  £290

Total: £2883
Trade-In /Deposit (Example) €663
interest Free Payments 12 x £185

THE “CLASSIC’ SYSTEM

Quad has taken a giant step up with
this new system and because we
usually have a waiting list for items
of carefully used Quad equipment.
we can allow 75% (or more) when
Quad owners choose to up-grade.
Steve W. will gladly demonstrate
Quad’s pest ever - and with the
incomparable ESL-63’s if you wish!

Quad 77 Control Amp ~ £849
Quad 77 (D Player £699
Quad 77 Tuner £699
Quad 10L Speakers £599

Total: £2349
Trade-In /Deposit (Exomple) €729

inferest Free Payments 12 x £135

A SELECTION OF CAREFULLY USED HI-FI
IN STOCK - AND ALL FULLY GUARANTEED

EIEE TURNTABLES /| ARMS I
Akal APB21(By Rega)

c/w RB200 arm £169 £99
Linn Axis / K9 £425 £298
Linn LP12 (Afr)

Zeta/Koetsu Silver Onyx £2500 £995
Logic Tempo / RB300 £198
Manticore Mantra / Magician

+ MBP6 pwr sup / Ort MC3000 £1198
Michell Gyro (Bronze) c/w

Fidelity FR64FX arm £1150 £748

Rega Planet / Acos Lustre £120
Rega Planar 3 £268
Technics SL150 / Sme 3009 £249

The Head MC Transformer £500 £295
Thorens TD160 S + Mission Arm  £120
The Voyd Turntabie (Incl Reference

extemarpower supply  €£2800 £1298

Talk Electronics

TJomado/Hurricane (As new) £995  £828
Threshold S300 (pwr) £5500 £1950
YBA 2 (Pre) £1700 £878

B VALVE AMPLIFIERS BN
Arion Electra Integrated

Excellent reviews! £1400 £875
Audio Innovations 1st Audio

(7.5watt heated triode) £1700 £695
Audio Research SP11 Mk1

(Revalved & Serviced) £4995 £1998
Grant G100

(3box MC /Pre/Pwr) £2200 £998
Papworth Audio TVA50 £1950 €998
Sonic Frontiers

SFM160 (Mono's) £5495 £2498

Melos MA 333 Pre/PSU £3000 £1195
EEEERNER CD PLAYERS I

you want a personal endorsement of
their success, we can tell you that
some of our people have chosen to
spend their own ‘hard-earned’ on
complete Naim systems!

Voyd 0.5 c/w SMEV Arcam Alpha 1 £320 £195
(Silver wired) £5300 £3250 Arcam Alpha 5 £419 £268
QUALITY TURNTABLES ALWAYS WANTED Arcam Delta 70 /Black Box 3 £675
BN TAPE DECKS / TUNERS mmm Audiolab 8000 (Ex show stock)
Akai GX747 V/atrack 3348 712  £575 Transport & DA £2200 £1500
Creek T40 £199 £125 DPA Renaissance DAC  £569 £395
Cyrus Tuner £399 £268 Marantz CD11 (Gold) £2000 £998
Naim 101 (inc SNAPS) £1095 £595 Meridian 602 / 606
Nakamichi CR2 £495 £298 Transport & DAC £3350 £1498
Quad 66 Tuner £575 £395 Parasound DAC-1000 £795 £528
Revox A77 Viatrack 3348 712  £495 Pink Trian%e Ordinal DAC £995 £578
Teac / Tascam 3220 Proceed PDT1 Transport £1795 £895
12t- 712 & 15 ips £595 Proceed PDP1 DAC £1695 £795
N AMPLIFIERS - SOLID STATEmR Quad 66 CD Player £678 £475
Arcam Alpha 6 Plus £349 £248 Sonx CDP2700 (balanced) £995 £395
Arcam Delta 60 (Int) £349 £175 LOUDSPEAKERS R
Audiolab 8000M (X2) Acoustat Spectra Il (Hybrid) - €548
Ex-show stock £1600 £1125 Acoustic Energy AE1 £799  £549
Audiolab PPA (Phono stage) £1100 £798 Alon V Mk2 £4995 £2498
Audio Research SP11Mk 2 £2298 Apogee Caliper Signature
Classe Audio 3D Pre £1320 £695 (Marked) £4000 £1508
% Conrad Johnson Sonographe B&W DM570 £380 £215
FET (Pre) £1250 £495 Celestlon 300 (Rosewood)£1095  £695
Counterpoint Solid 1 Pwr £1495 £795 DCM Time Windows £495
Counterpoint SA20 pwr £3000 £1398 ‘ Gale 301 (Black) £165
Cyrus 111 £499 £375 Harbeth HL-P3 £799 £598
Cyrus Straight Line £398 £298 Impulse H6 (Homs) £878
Denon PMASGE0 (Int) £350 £245 KEF 103/4 £1195 £595
Finestra ECéInc mains filter) £795 KEF 104/2 (Teak) £1495 €795
Jeff Rowlan KEF 105/4 £398
Consumate Pre £5500 £2798 KEF 70s (Surrounds) £299 £195
Lecson AC1/AP1 (Circa 1975) €295 Linn Kan If (Inc stands) £650 £395
Lentek 0931%2Award) £784 £398 Linn Kelidh (Walnut) £750 £598
LFD LS (Pre/Pwr)£3800 £1198 Linn Isobarik (Active) £1250
Meridian 551 (Integrated) £899 £595 | Martin Logan Aerius (Blk) £2200 £1650
Musical Fidelity A200 £800 £425 Mission 751 (Rosewood) £330 £195
Musical Fidelity Fi8 (Pwr) £4000 £2558 Monltor Audio R352 (Teak)£395  £248
Naim 32,5 With K & CD boards  £325 Monitor Audio MABOO (Rose) £795  £395
Naim 250 (OId style - 1987) £895 Naim IBL (Up-dated) £800 £395
Naim 72 / 180 Pre/Power £1780 £1248 Neat Eysshque £575 £395
Naim 135x2 (Monoblocks) £3310 £2200 Quad ESL63 (Brown) £3500 £1695
Naim Flat Cap (Pwr suppiy) £340 £225 Quad ESL57 + Stands £428
OCM 500 Power amp £2750 £1698 Rogers Studio 3 (Black) £495 €348
Ploneer A91D (Reference) £1250 £595 Rogers LS2/A Mk2 £279 £145
PS Audio IV/HCPS (Pre) £295 Roksan Ojan 3 (Rosewood) £995  £598
QED C300/P300 £675 £378 Royd Coniston £249 £120
Quad 66 Pre (inc Control Unit) £750 £550 Royd Minstrel (Black) £260 £185
Quad 606 (Power) £650 £440 ! Ruark Templar 2 £559 €395
Quad 405Selection From just £195 Tannoy 637 Profile £575 £450
Rappaport Pre 2 (Pre) £295 Tannoy Devon (12" drivers) £795  £348
Rega Elex £398 £248 Thiel CS1.2 £1100 £645
THE RYTHM METHOD Naim (D2 (D Player ~ £2000
Please talk to Ken if you're after that Nu!m 102 Pre-amp £1050
toe-tappin’, hand-clappin’, finger § Naim 180 Power amp  £1060
A h N . .
poppin’, hi-fi shoppin’ experience! Naim Credo Speakers ~ £1060
Naim make their own rules when it Total: £5170
comes to reproducing music and, if Trade-In Example* £1990

interest Free Payments 12 x £265

*We alwoys require carefully used
Naim equipment - Cash or Trade-in.

THE HI-FI COMPANY

35-42 COWGATE
PETERBOROUGH PET 112

——— NEW STOCK —

Phone; (01733) 341755
~——— USED ITEMS ———
(BUYING OR SELLING)
Phone: (01733) 555514




Following the success of our
first POSTAL AUCTION two
months ago, we've decided to
do it again!

Many enthusaists took up our
suggestion to write in with their
bids for some truly excellent
hi-fi that had simply remained
in stock far too long. We know
that there are some very happy
customers out there now who
bought the hi-fi they wanted at
the price they wanted to pay -
can't say fairer than that!

So, let's do it again. Our list
shows stock that, despite it's
quality and value, hasn’t yet
found its new owner - and that
could be you! All you have to

do is write in with your bid for '.

any item you want before
Friday 28th November.

Winning bidders will then be
contacted for payment which
can be made by any of the
normal methods, and we’ll
even talk about part exchange!

The prices shown in jtalics are
the previous selling prices in
store and all items are currently
available for viewing or
demonstration. A Three Month
Warranty will be included.

AUCTION STOCK

BN TURNTABLES / ARMS IS
Heybrook TT2/Lian LVX / Grado MT+  £248
Grado Tone Am £498
Dual 505 £80
Revolver / Helius Scorpion / P77 £299
Michell Gyrodec (Bronze) c/iw Basik+ £675

Roksan Xerxes (Black) No am £495 §
SN AMPLIFIERS NGNS
Arcam Deta 290 (Int) £375
BGW 202 (Control/Pre) £275
Burmester 846 Line Stage £695
Cyrus Il / PSX £395
Dynaco ST120 (Power circa 1976)  £328
Krell KMA100 (Monoblocks) £3995
Kreli Ref KRS BP (6 comp bal pre) £4995
Naim 42 Pre £195
Sugden A48 (Circa 1976) 9128
Sumo Athena (Pre) & 9 (Pwr) £995

EEEEE TAPE DECKS / TUNERS N
Arcam Alpha 5 Tuner £125
Braun 301 Tuner £125
Marantz SD 35 CD Player £75
Ploneer CT70R 3 head (Silver) £150
Rotel RT850L tuner £100
Sugden T48 tuner (Circa 1976) £95
Uher 4200 / PSU / Service Manual ~ £698
Yamaha KX530 £125
MEMEEE CD PLAYERS /| DACS IS

Arcam Delta 170.3 Transport £375
Arcam Black Box 5 DAC £295
Krell SBP64X DAC (1991) £2998
Marantz CD65 Mkl £100
Mission daD 7000 £195
Musical Fidelity Digilog £195
NAD 5220 £90
Ploneer PDS901 (Silver) £250
Rotel RCD 945 £125
Sugden SDT1 Transport £648 §

Sugden SDA 1 DAC £598
RN LOUDSPEAKERS S
Acoustat Model X {Including

valve power amps) 498
KEF LS5/1a (BBC Monitors - 1960's) £495
KEF 105/4 (Circa 1978) £398

L.eak Sandwich (Originals) £148
Lentek Monitors £400
Magnaplanar SMG-A £498
Meridian M30 (Active) £578
Mission 754 (Oak) Ex-demo only ~ £1198
Musical Fidelity MC2 £295
Rogers LS-4 (Black) £185
Spendor BCII (Teak) £495

DO NOT SEND PAYMENT
WITH YOUR POSTAL BIDS

WE MAKE
IT EASY |

With 0% FINANCE
available on all
NEW and USED hi-fi

GENERO P/EX
ALLOWANCES
& CASH - BACK

All used hi-fi equipment
welcome in part exchange
or ask about a
CASH BACK!

WE'LL BUY
YOUR HI-Fl

INSTANT CASH offers
for all your carefully
used hi-fi equipment

WE'LL SELL
YOUR HI-FI

Get the BEST PRICE
for your hi-fi when
we sell it for you on a
COMMISSION BASIS

HOW TO

FIND US

From Al, Ad7, A15 A60S
PETERBOROUGH CENTRE
{Lots of Parking!)

(Kings Cross - 50 minutes!)
And MAIL ORDER - both
U.K. and EXPORT

BUSINESS HOURS
TUES -SAT: 9.30 - 5.30

(Closed Mondays)

Classified Ads

For details on how to place a Classified Advertisement, please see page 138



Celect Audio

Suppliers of quality pre-owned Hi-Fi
AMPLIFIERS/PRE AMPLIFIERS

SPEAKERS

Rogers Lsl. Boxed £80 Rogers 157T in black
Kef 101/2 in rosewood. Boxed £295 Triangle Comete in black. Boxed
Celestion 5000 & stands. Boxed. Ribbons  £300 Keswick Audio Volante in cherry. Boxed

Musical technology Harmer i bluck £160 Triangle Titus in black. Ex. Dem. Boxed
Origin Live Congueror in rosewood £70% Spendor Bels & stands
Harbeth HLA speakers + stands £250

Marantz C1D52mk2%/SE.Boed £150 Quad 66 cd player. Boxed

TRANSLUCENT INTERCONNECT CABLE
Balenced.
1 mwire terminated £60 060

Quahity gold plated Rea plugs
Add £20 06 per sdditionid helf’

96 999 pure silver conductors
Half moetre terminated L6600

WANTED URGENTLY
Quality used HiFi equipment. Collection can be arranged
Part exchange welcome.

Special introductory offer. (For month of November only)

1 metre TRANSLUCENT interconnect £60.00 Half metre TRANSLUCENT interconnect £50.00

Please quote spectal price when ordering

Unit 2, 61 Aylestone Drive, Aylestome
Leicester.LE2 SQE.
Tel 0116 2248250 Fax 0116 2835821

Quad 405/1 power amplifier £180 Quad 405/2 power amplifier £220
Quad 66 £400 Quad 306 power amplifier £200
Quad 66 pre-amplifier £45( Quad 44 pre-amplifier £250

Musical Fidelity Ma65s mono*2 £450 Sugden A25B integrated amp £180
Sugden P51 power amplifier £15¢ Sugden C51 pre-amplifier £100
Dnm 2A pre-amp & power supply £400 Dnm 2A pre-amp & 2 power supplies £500
Roksan 1.2 pre amp & Dsu power supply  £600 Jetf Rowland model one power amplifier £1500

£220
£300
£400
£300
£250

metye

DEO A OR
A d RA A ‘ ' AIL ORDER DIR 0 DA
v OMP - P8

| MAKE | MODEL ICARTRIDGE | STYLUS | SWISS QUALITY DIAMOND STYLI PRICE
Arcam [ | A £18.00 | ADC QLM 30 RO 34 | o0
1 WA £36 00 R20XE OLM 038 XLM £13.50
P77 P77 M ‘ NA £48.00 | Aiws AN 51130808745 £9.00
Autlo | AT95E £21.00 £12.50 AN 250/70/77/0/4932/8743 £11.00
Technica | AT110E | £25.00 £13.00 | Akal RS 33/3538/84/85/90 £9.00
AT 0C9 £280.00 £21000° | 8B40 SP 89124 £25.00
AT 12087 | £45.00 £31.50 | BSR ST 1415161711921 £00
AT 440 ML £81.00 £63.00 | Oval DN 145/155165€ DN 149 S £13.50
AT450€ £63.00 £33.00 | Goldring | GBOG/B20850 {D110/0120/D130} £11.00
ATMLIS0 £187.00 £128.00 6800 Sup E £1350
Denon | OL 110 €r0.00 | 55000 | MMachl  [DS-ST71214159630435102 £9.00
| oL30s | £190.00 |  £16000* 0S-ST 5'16:23:24726065103104 ' £11.00
Goloring | 1006 l £93.00 £34.00 | V€ 0T 3313596:45556085 0T Z1S | £9.00
1012 GX | £70.00 €4600 | Xenwood [N 4748 51536161 8 taT2 | £9.00
1022 6X 90,00 | ¢s7.00 | (Trio) N 363 42459 5962 6789 £11.00
| 1062 ‘ £05.00 70,00 | National [ EPS 2324253933 6108270 £9.00
ROICA (LX £100.00 165,000 | (Technics) | EPS 43527576 STSD. P30133 0 £9.00
l L | £187.00 | £122.00° P30 Eruparade) EPS A | s
Grado Praciigs b £44 00 ©24.00 | Ortoton | FF 15MS 1020 Ell OMP 20 £13.50
P £63.00 o0 | PMPs  |GP 3711400780400 £9.00
Prastens Bl | 262,00 000 GP 330/370:401401 (141211 £11.00
o £90.00 cao.00 | Ploneer | PN 210220240%65.2507295T £9.00
. £107.00 £59.00 Sansul SN 27282933 34137.41750'82101 £9.00
rennadk 43490 7400 ST 8011001566/613 £6.00
Ortoton | MWOMP S E 2000 |  tgoo | Samve  |STG MANOST 2835671400 | 0
oM 10 we00 | goco | St |STY10ARIIGHIZRIEN25M24 l e
10 il 2250 | Shure N 75-666 N 91 G §S 35 C | 00
= o o N44 ENTOEINT5 EQEI T2 £11.00
| 20 Tastoo BT N 55 E N 95 EDEJ N 97/105 ED I £13.50
| MC 1 Turbo £0.00 £59.00° N 9597 HE VN 35 HE £22.00
NC 3 Tutbo 124,00 £105.00° Sony ND 132 134142150'155200 G £9.00
| i~ n . O ND 115:143148/153:220:250 G l £11.00
MC 15 Super I tr2000 | pwgope | TN [NSSSSRODYNGZ0NTIZ0 g

MC 25 162.00 138.00° I |
MC 25 FL £210.00 £178.00° 5:""3""‘5 ¢ CD;‘V‘ULSW'TS 2 . o

A - J wi Seres 3
MC 10 Supreme £263.00 | ez | 0 MA15 2 o :‘z“-”: oAt Perg £28.00
MC 20 Supreme £330 00 £280.00°* MAZ3 3 Wity Maanr ety £36.00
’ MC 30 Supreme £392 00 £333.00° MBAZ « tvus Spaha: Sees £43.00
Rohmann £725.00 £645,00° MA18 Hesopieene Vo ume Cuatr £36.00
e e LOUDSPEAKER CABLE & INTERCONNECTS

L ‘ Era 2000 4 gen QM0 Qudozhes 10m £15.00
| i - £94 00 05,100 Oudas Orginal 10m £25.00
V15V XMR | £265 00 £13400 | miny CC127 Gend Banana Prgs 4mm 4 No £6.00
AR b e | Record/Disc Cleaner Kit  Refill
C80ELX Oseo | £57.00 I car00 | Milty Permaiean record cleaner £12.00 £8.00
! 290400 £41,00 e s 200 €8.00
*Exchange any Same Make MC Discwasher 14.00  £5.50

NO CREDIT CARDS PL.#SE, PRICES ADVERTISED ARE BEST WE CAN OFFER THROUGH
COMPETITIVE SOURCING UK & MAINLAND EUROPE -
ALL ITEMS CARRY FULL MANUFACTURERS GUARANTEE - OVERSEAS CUSTOMERS PLEASE ADD £5.00 TO ORDERS
OVER £50 IN VALUE TD COVER INSURANCE.
%% Over 500 styli type stocked * %
Tel/Fax (01757) 28865 e-mail: enquiry@mantra-audio.co.uk  website: http//www.mantra-audio.co.uk
MANTRA AUDID (HFW), 22 GARTH AVENUE, NORTH DUFFIELD, SELBY, NORTH YORKS Y08 7RP
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THE ONLY WAY TO HEAR EXACTLY WHAT

THE RECORDING ENGINEER INTENDED
TRANSFIGURATION

Moving C oil

cartridges

SPIRIT TEMPER

A new generation of unique yokeless cartridges offering musscally
natural dynamics, transients, harmonic structure, imaging, resolution and
presence. The superb Temper is regarded as a world leader - liquid and
luxurious from the lowest to the highest frequencies.

The new
GRAHAM Mk 2.0
tonearm

The next step forward from the
award winning 1.5 with increased
dynamics, bass extension, solidity

and soundstaging.

vdio
eference

fMPORT & DISTRIBUTION

For further details contact

Distributors of:
Convergent Audio Technology Amplification and Magnum Dynalab Tuners

Unit 8 Enterprise Park, Slyfield Industrial Estate, Guildford, Surrey GU1 1RB

Superior Quality
Audio/Visual
Products

What makes our cables stand out from the rest ?
- An open minded design approach putting performance above theory.
- Substantial, solid build quality ensures consistent performance.
- Advanced semiconductor technology eliminates noise to reveal low
level detail, increase dynamics, and release the emotion in music.

What makes our cables such good value for money ?
- Only available direct from manufacturer - No middle men, and no
dealer margin - 14 day money back satisfaction Guarantee - No
expensive display packaging, we focus your money on the product

- Our extensive range of cables are all hand made to order and we can
make up custom cables to meet your specific requirements.

Fathom speaker cable 2m pair gold plated 4mm plugs............... £48.00
Azure gold plated phono-phono Im..... eeene o s s v £49.99
Black Velvet gold plated phono-phono In.. £29.99
Black Velvet 2x phono - 4pin DIN Im......ooooiiiiicii £29.99
Black Velvet 2x phono - Spin DIN Im.......coooiiiniinn. £29.99
Black Velvet 4x phono - 5pin DIN Imu....ooooiiiiniin £39.99
When ordening DIN cables please give the regwired pin configuration and directionality for phono to DIN.

he Plack Ve N eri
1 mne

thanks to an uncanny ratrieval of low level subtleties.”
Black Velvet (Noel Keywood - Hi-Fi World January 1997)

"The cable is very accurate aeross the bandwidth. From the highest
treble to the deepest bass it has no hidden nasties..."
Azure (Alan Sircom - Home Entertainment Sep/Oct 1997)

For more information send for a free catalogue.
I Credit card facilities
&w available for fast delivery E

P&P £1.50 in UK Mainland, £5.00 International.
DBF-Acoustics. 11 Fishers Mead, Puckeridge, WARE, Herts SG11 1SP

24 hour Telephone/FAX: 01920 823 208

HI-FI WORLD



PRIVATE CLASSIFIED ADS
Sex pages of gneat bargacins !/ z

Dealers must not advertise in the Private Classified section. Monthly consecutive insertions

will be considered Trade advertising. The Publisher reserves the right to judge submissions

MAGNEPLANAR (SMGA) Speakers £345 ono
Revox BT7 4 track, 3 3/4 - 7 1/2 £450 ono.
Advance tuner £195 ono. Tel: Tommy 01704
27485

NAIM 72/140 £750. Alchemist Kraken
Anniversary pre/power £750. Kef Reference Two
loudspeakers £1250. Linn LPI2 Cirkus,
Trampolin, Ekos £950. Linn LP12, Valhalla, lttok,
L¥2 £550. Linn Troika £250. Tel:01952 502 097
(Telford)

KENWOOD DPX 9010 Compact disc transport
£175. Micromega Duo BS2 DAC £225. QED Yector
remote control active/passive pre amp £80. All
as new. Tel: 01992 626 138 (Herts)

NAIM 72/ 140/H1-CAP, 6 months old, boxed,
mint £1195. Roksan Ojan 3 speakers, black,

vge £395 ono. Tel: 01753 867 260 or 0370
888 561

MILLENIUM YALYE power amp, | year old,
volume controls, excellent sound £195. Denon TU
260L, mint, boxed £75. Alpha 5 (D, mint, boxed
£250. Can arrange delivery. Wanted: Quad 67.
Tel: Wayne 01443 451 042

MARANTZ PM94 Integrated amplifier. Quarter
‘A’ 140wpc, immaculate condition, boxed

£495 ono. Tel 01234 840 840 day 01234 713
198 eves (M. Keynes)

QUAD 1l MONO'S Rebuilt ¥ special £350. Beard
PS0+P500 export £750. Hi-Cap latest caps,
dlassic black silver £350. Nytech CTA £80. Offers.
Tel: Peter 01785 840 724 (Staffs)

MICHELL 150 HR mint condition £295.
Concordant Exhilarent pre amp. All Groove
Tubes, mint condition £325. Garrard 40! motor
unit, Bastion bearing in heavy steef top plate,
mint £95. SME 3009 SIl tone arm with SME
phano to phono conversion, mint £75. Tel: 0151
327 2436 (Wirral)

ROKSAN RADIUS Turntable, Tabriz arm, Atoc §
MC, DSU power supply, well reviewed, boxed and
in very good condition. Can demo £375 (£1000)
ono. Tek: 0113 266 4409 after 6.30pm (Leeds)

AUDIOLAB 8000 Q pre amp for sale. Perfect
condition. Legendary sound £690 ono. Garrard
301 deck £80 ono. Gale 401 chrome with stands
speakers £190 ono. Tel: 01705 552 259

APOGEE MINOR Ribbon hybrid speakers £630.
Trippletone SE 4 watt PC valve amp £220. Pair
F&S KT88SE 8 watt monoblocks £330.
Sterns/Mullard 10 watt PC with pre-amp £140.
AKG Electrostatic hybrid headphones £230 new,
accept £130. Musical Fidelity ‘The Pre-Amp II',
M/M, M/Cinputs £90. Leak Stereo 30, Teak £30.
Leak Delta 75 receiver £35. Wanted: STC 42424
valve. Good price paid. Tel: Dave 01322 292 391
office hours. (North Kent)

HI-FI WORLD

LINN LP12 Valhalla; frtack XVIH; Ortofon MC20
Supreme; IS0/Hera head amp; Albarry pre
amp, Albarry 408 power amps; AE| speakers,

Mission stands, Alphasan four tier stand,
Isolation table; NAD 402 tuner, interconnects,
speaker cables, Moth record cleaner £1500.
Tel: 01202 482 110 (Christchurch)

SOUNDSTYLE TRIO X053 £95. X042/3 modutes
£30. Target TI2W £35. TTIW £25. Micromega
MicroDAC £140. Solid Chord 5 pin DIN 2 phano
£35. All above new, boxed. Tel: 0116 276 3020
{Leicester)

WANTED: LEAK Stereo 50 amplifier. Mest be in
first class condition and unmadified electrically
and cosmetically. Tel Peter 01273 583 675
before 7pm please. (Brighton)

WANTED: CELESTION 3000/5000 speakers
possibly 7000. For spares, condition not too

important. Tel: 01298 22808 eves (Derbyshire
area)

THETA DATA Basic Il €0 transport, 10 months old
£1750. Audio Research DACI (20 bit Yltra
Analogue) AT&T £1249. Both items mint and
purchased via Absolute Sounds. Tel: Gerard 0¢8
143 7809

MIRAGE 1090’ £999, Mirage MC2 centre channel
£399, MBS2 £499, NAD 910 Pro Logic preamp
£199. AHl under guarantee. AE2 and stands £650
ovno. Tel: 01628 486 100 eves (Marlow)

NAKAMICHY 1000IXL cassette deck £1995.
Nakamichi OMS-4E D player.£145. Nakamichi
Case pre amp £225. Meridian Mod 226 power
amp £95. Cambridge 100 pre-amp £135. KEF
centre speaker Mod 100 £135. Tek: 01923 442
210

AUDIO INNOYATIONS Series 500 25wpc phono
integrated valve amp. Tuner, (D, tape, aux, tape
out 142, Golden Dragon £425 ono. Tel 0973
245 819 day, 0181 654 2223 after Spm
(Croydon)

ONE PAIR of Acoustic (Audio Technolagy, USA)
Studio Monitor, Series 3312 loudspeakers. Carpet
exterior. 12" polypropylene woofers, 3x7 horn
tweeters, 6 months old, mint condition £1000
ovno. Tel: 01869 243 195 (Oxford)

THETA DATA Basic 1l transport £1495. Naim
92 pre £275, 90 power £275 523/IMC boards
£25, 7 metrss AS cable £25% Technics SLIS0

record deck, SME MKll Offers. Soundstyle black
tripod stand £120. Tel: 01243 545 213 after
pm

MARANTL PM 66SE KI, two weeks old £325. Tel:
0468 528 073

EXPOSURE IV Dual mono power amp, Yl pre with
¥ power supply, old style, good condition, boxed
£375 ono. Arion EOS valve power amplifier, old
style £425 bno. Tel: 01574 270 477 (Co. Antrim)

XPOSURE VIV pre/power (late model) £4
Ruark Templar £300. Micromega Stage DAC
£350. Systemdek IIX + ATI120 arm £150, YDH
Ind (1.0m) £125, all prices ono. Tel: 0181 906
3492

NAKAMICHI DRAGON, auto azimuth control,
autoreverse, Dolby B and Dalby (. Arguably the
best domestic tape deck ever! Recently serviced
by importers Bowers & Wilkins. Offers in the
region of £950. Tel: 01799 550 208
(Essex/Cambs borders)

BARGAINS: QUAD 22 unrestored Stereo £295.
Naim 42/160 pre/power £350. Signet (A’
Technica) MKI2T-MC transformer, boxed £50.
Thorens TD1608 Mk2/SME arm £85. Wharfedale
W3's pair (scarce) £85. Eddystone 1950's valve
tuner £45. Sencor (Swiss) 6650/40/30 (C.T.A)
Offers? Tel: 01452 750 242 (Glos)

GARRARD 401/Quad 22/W, Armstrong tuner in
mahogany cabinet, with speakers. Lots of extra’s,
large number 78's, mint condition. Offers. Tel:
01296 612 638

REGA RB300 tonearm, new, unused £80 ono.
Denon DL304 cartridge, maving cail, new,
unused £110 ono. Alphason Pedestal four glass
shetves £50, suit Quad 60 Series. Tel: 01580 879
663 Sussex

SONY TC-K61 1S 3 motor, 3 head, Dolby § cassette
deck, little used, exceltent condition £120. Re-
conditioned Leak Troughline 3 tuner, good
condition £70. Wanted: Tannoy Chatsworth
speakers. Tel: 01276 65054 (Surrey)

REBUILT QUAD 22 pre-amp and amps; all new
parts and superior phono sackets, KT originals,
spare valves, manual £560 cash. Buyer collects.
Musical Fidelity Missing Link X.10D, mint, boxed
and leaflet £80. Kenwood DP 7090 CD player,
mint, 7 months old, Hi-Fi Choice 5 star review,
manual, boxed £275. Tel: 01903 247 779

MUSICAL FIDELITY P180+CRPS power 100W
Class-A (£1600) £645, Meridian 208+209
CD+Pre (£1609) £545, both mint, recently
serviced and upgraded + manuals. Perfect
system. Together £1125. 0181 455 1376

REVOX A77 4 track recorder. Couple of hours use
after £800 overhaul. Selling due to iflness £400
ono. Quad mono tuner £35. Phone 0181 893
4650

NAKAMICHI 410 pre amplifier, boxed £95.
Tandberg 3002 control preamplifier £175.
Pioneer A-TIX amplifier, 100wpc (dual power
supply) £175. Cyrus 2/PSX £300. Technics
$79030 analogue FM tuner £200. Tel: 01482 353
192 evenings

LINN SCNDEK LP12, Teak, Mission 774 arm,
A&R R77 cartridge £600. A&R Cambridge A60
amp, Teak, £1i20. Mission 77 speakers, Walnut
£50. Linn Kaa speaker stands £50. Complete

system purchased, boxed and stored 10 years.
Also bexed Monitor Audio MAS Mk2 speakers,
Teak, 35w €50. Tel: 01322 556 050 (N.W.
Keng)

NAIM NAC 82 £1250, HiCap £395, 2 x 135
moaa power amps £1800. All purchased this
year and scill under guarantee. As new and
boxed. Tel: feith 01225 791 026 after 6pm

LINK SARAS with stands £325. Naim NAC32.5
mint £195. Naim 72/32 upgrade boards £45.
Linn LK20 cable (2 x Sm) terminated £30.

Chord Solid tm mterconnect phono £50. Tel:
0121 744 5858

TECHNICS REFERENCE CD player SL-P2000. 18
months oid. Cost £1000, asking £450. Nothing
for this price even gets close. Tel: Andy 01959
524 258 eves & weekends (Kent)

PINK TRIANGLE Anniversary with battery psu.
Unused £1700. Naim 42.5 (K boards) + H10
(upgraded power supply) £285. Tel: 01924 290
149

GARRARD 401 SME 3012 plinth £225. 401
chassis £75. Quad 44 mint, boxed £195. Leak
TLI2 + Troughline Il mono pre £200. Sugden
SDT-1 £700. Symetra monoblocks £895, mint,
boxed. Tel: 0141 647 5364

ACTIVE NAIM DBL system. LP12/Lingo/Hi-Cap-
Prefiz/Aro/lyra  Parnassus/Mana  Ref.
52/SuperCap, Super Naxo 3-6/SuperCap. Naim
NAP 135 x 6. Naim 01 tuner, Naim (DS.
Nakamichi CRTE. Engaging experience. Serious
enquiries only please. Tel: 0171 801 0905 or
0385 575 643

AUD10 INNOYATIONS Series 700 valve amp with
separate valve rectified choke input filter power
supply £750. Sony STS26) tuner £65. Pioneer
CTW60IR twin cassette deck £60. Tel: 01203
394 828

PROAC RESPONSE 15C, rosewood, 5 months
oid, as mew, boxed, manual, guarantee £800.

Target R4 stands, 5 months ofd £150. Tek:
01709 837 653

MONITOR AUDIO MA4 Mk speakers, teak finish,
boxed, with matching stands. Crossover
upgraded and adapted for bi-wiring £150. To
audition Tel/Fax: Ron Poole 01274 543 384
{Bradford)

LINN KEILIDH Speakers (black ash) + ceramic
plinths £410 ono. Arcam Alpha 6+ integrated
amp £220 ono. Arcam Alpha 5 (D player £180

ono Tel: Tim - Pager No. 0941 19 432
(Worcs)
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THE EMPORIUM

28 St Nicholas Street, Diss, Norfolk 1P22 3LB
Tel/Fax: 01379 650744

FOR SALE

€D & DAC s Lnn Keins black boxed

une Bos Acte Crossover €30m0
MICAOMEGA Microdoc £200 DL ATL 2 Transmisuion hine smallfloorstander 150
KENWOOD DP-X9010 transport £200  Linn Kabers Actrve with Tune Box £i400
ARCAM ALPHA PLUS £100
MICROMEGA Stage ane £2715  WANTED: Pro-Ac L53a. TANNOT 15” + 1275ONUS
ROKSAN DAC | £200 FABEA, MAATIN COGAN, QUAD. JONOFANE, YVOIGT
AUDIO ALCHEMY ¥ ) 0/ MISSION DAC § £100 ENERGISED DRIYERS, PYE HE2S, HIFI CANTATA

HERIDIAN $04 1B bit xpse reclocked £550
PINK TRIANGLE DA CAPO 18 bit (D + DACS {850 1307 925

TURNTABLES/CARTRIDGES
MERIDIAN 200 TRANSPORT/203 DAC (D + DACS 450

. - SHE 3009 1l (11
MLLIULRRIOH i < (uod P FOTD mith gt phase PSU. Musansie e (e
18 fl
YALVE-AMPS ?'[ °"“"°l3 . 150
NN M
ARDIDNANSERINCE ’s',;“,':"’w.d (358 WANTED: GraoDEck, SHEX, ONBE, SHEW. Y. 301,
AUDIO INNOYATIONS Second Audios with new NAIM ARO. DECENT HC's, LINN LPI2, 1TTOK, EKOS MO
matched Octet of Golden Dragon 243 pair L1100 FOR SALE
NS HULLAAD blom;w\n?+ Pameko transhomens  pae (ISD —=ane=
AUDIO MESEAACH CLASSIC 30 £1200
ROGEAS CADET / HG8S £100/150 LENN KAIRN WITH BRICCIANT P.S.1) £900
COUNTEAPOINT ﬂ? valve pre with high level inpur £400 LINN LK280 / Spark {480
MELOS 222 Two box Tankee high end valve pre-amp, LINN X400 tr-wire cable 2x5.5 metres [43]
A-uomml( dynamic MC 1nput £1200  MICHEL Argo HR/HEAA/ALECTO Monoblocks £2400
B[AID 00 Mk2 Power mp the big black ugly beast. NUANCE French Pre-amp with mm phono + seperate pau 50
1t first then tell the wife! £550  WAIM Nait 2 €50
lU 10 RESEARCH D70 (900 NAKAMECHI 700 Tritracer 200
CONCOROANT ERHICIAANT (line level only)l 400 QUAD é06 I/ £325/¢425
HEAAT 3008 single ended monoblocks 1/2 price (IIOﬂ MUSICAL FIOELITY Pre-amp 8 000
CEAK TLI2+ ;nfa very good (150 SUGDEN A4BII £100
Orange Pre Amp €350 CINN LRI Preamp KLR's no leads hence €100
Gamma Gemim xm;h ended integrated €350 QUAD 33 pre-amp (333
LEAX STERD 20 Excellent 250 KELYIN Mﬂg Absolute Zeco line pre + MC stage  (pair) {250
AUDIO INNOYATIONS Triode Monoblocks 6Bdg Push Pull MUSICAL FIDECITY €100, Shmy + Yery Phallic. {400
on old !00 senies chassis often called Ist LEAR TAQUGHLINE STEAEQ €100
AUDIO M {600 QUAD 33/303 m €150
ChOFT !UP[I MICRO/Y PAE/POWER £600 ENCATECH CLATHO {40
AUDIO NOTE CONQUEROR 300B Stereo €1go0 YAMAHA (A 1000 Tun" Amp - wooden steeved beastie {200
Beard P35 N power ah\z 550 QUAD 34, 44, 405, 304, 200 each
Audw [nnovatigns 300 | (4111 NAIM 72 pre with MC board £450
QUAD # ol'ux/xnp AUDIO INNOYATIONS Passive Pre €100
WANT T0 GO YALYE? NING FOR HELP RADFORD $C24/$PASO €200
RISSION CYRUS Pre/Power {600
LOUDSPEAKERS A¥l Pre + 2 Honoblocks 900
- - I:IH llllllt; va- style with phono (zou
NAIM NAT 02 Tuper €500
%‘Eﬂ%é&ﬁéo:;[&ﬁgmmi;zt m%soo NAKAKICHI 600 tarty but serviced €loo
T0L Studvo 3's (o MAKAMICHI u m undirectional twirls cassette around €300
L (00 LPRAON ATUAS psy s
{ar:tov“u’uznwom AT witk 127 Nonitor ggg m “,)MI‘ TURNTABLE st Ads ps & HAIOD G A “2:
Y bladl
COWTHER PM6A oy mal alnico magnets,serniced  pair 2150 AEYOR A1 2 track 334, T1/2 1ps wath NAB adaptors €275

QIIAI) ELECTROSTATICS food used parr
LINN KEILEIDH spiked floor mndm; speakers (;DD

TANNOY Canterbury/York/GRE Pairs 04 VINTAGE

LOWTHER TPl Onginat Type A Pair £2000  quad QQI o £40
HEYBAOOK Quartets 315 Quad 21 Totally Rebuilt POA
PROAC Response |s" €550 [ad [l par onginal valves (500
SOUNDLAB D'NASIH 600 new 000 Le." Stereo 20 7 Yamslo Stereo

WANTED ALL YOUR VINTAGE GEAR.

PHONE WITH THE PRICE YOU WANT OR WE CAN MAKE YOU AN OFFER. ALSO GOOD USED

EQUIPMENT WANTED

AUDIO GRAND’E teicester

ocki: o

Audionote, Vaic Single ended Valves an

i_ ART AUDIO
PUSH PULL AMPS
What do the critics say:

atching Transformers

SINGLE ENDED, AMPS

DIAVOLO WITH QUINTET
The Art Audio gives you music with a sense of rightness that you

VV 328 VALVES don't really question but just get on and enjoy. Sweet open and lucid
the music is produced with an easy sense of naturalness which makes
long term listening fatigue free and especially rewarding.

“Musically the Amps’s hard  Roy Gregory Hi-Fi Choice
to touch nothing else in its TEMPO
price |eugue wﬁ| even get | feel that the Art Tempo amplitiers are among the finest valve power
off the s!urtlng line in 2@mplitiers currently available. The imagery that the Tempos create is

th vivid, lifelike and full of space and air.
tamparison an € Alan Sircom, Hi-Fi World
cambination of attributesis  conceRTO
|Ike|Y to leave amps The Concerto is an exceptionally sweet sounding amplifier, By any
(oshng many times the standards it i1s smooth, clean and extremely well-balanced, from its
price well behind.” deep bass to its high treble, which is endearingly free from brashness
and hardness.

Chris Beaching e 11 ATITRLE
The listener (USA) .they are just so stunningly gorgeous and open to listen to, | can

The Diavolo can also be barely imagine anything more alluring.
fitted with the russion Noel Keywood, Hi-Fi World
3008 os o more ..the Maestrois part of that rare breed of Hi-fi that makes you forget
economical puckuge for about the equipment and think about the music. In all, uniike the car,
fater upgrade the Maestro fives up to its name

Alan Sircom, Hi-Fi World

Audio Grande is an approved dealer for
LTRICHORD RESEARCH |

TRICHORD CD nplayers upgrades undertaken,
New Technology eng: REMOTE REPLACEMENT VOLUME CONTROLon existing PRE AMPS
ALSO
FULL RANGE OF CD PLAYERS. TRANSPORTS Putsar DAC & Pulsewire cables
GENESIS - REVELATION - PULSAR SERIES ONE DAC.

TEL: 07000 : 560668

FAX: 07000 : 784841
24 HRS PERSONAL PAGING & MESSENGER SERVICE (01399 703036)
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INACCESSIBLE
ACCESSORIES
~~BY POST~~

caqrtri

denon, goldring, lyra*,
ortofon, roksan, sumiko

*new lyra parnassus dc out now

30% allowance for your old one

cables :

audloquest, cable talk, chord company,
heybrook, ixos, kimber, kontak, Ifd,
nordost flatling, ortofon, ged, sonic link,
trichord, van den hui, xlo

featuring cool
cables from

stonds

alphason, apollo, frameworks, heybrook,
sound organisation, something solid,
soundstyle, stands unique, target

headphones :

beyer, creek, earmax, grado,
jecklin, sennheiser, stax*

*new stax SROOO1 in ear electrostatic
package £279 in stock (& really rather
wonderful)

accessories :

audioquest, bib, creek, densen demagic,
discwasher, goldring, ixos, kontak,
michell, milty, monarchy, moth, musical fidelity,
nordost, pixall, ged. rms, ratq, shure, trichord, zerostot (it's back!)

DEALS,

Sequence 300 Unn Majik / integrated remote /control
loudspeakers, black with Tri-mount ampilifier. Perfect $/H (£800)
stand.(RRP £300) X/l . . T £450
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, £225

Michell Argo pre-amplifier with Hera P
Quad Two power amplifiers with Su, S/H (£885)
GEC/Mullard valves. Excellent, with pre- R .. T £495
amplifier, manuals, plug in equalisation
canisters etc,
Michell Myco turntable with
T e TR RB250 arm, Perfect, latest
ol n-—« \\ spec (£552)
Quad 33, 303 + FM3 good .\x v t ;
condition boxed y
.......... £235
3' @J Audlo Physic Tempo (1)
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Hi-Fi World Classified Ads

PRIVATE

WANTED: NAIM 52 with SuperCap. Must be
matching pair. Also NAP 250. All items no

older than 3 years. Boxed and receipts
essential. No time wasters. Tel: 0151 289
1083 between 6pm-9pm

MONITOR AUDIO R8S52/MD speakers, Kenyan
black finish (brown), Target 17" stands (shot
filled), 2 x Sm DNM solid core £320. Linn Basik
plus arm £40. Tek: 01204 660 255 (Bolton)

KEF 103/4 Reference speakers in black ash.
Magnetically shielded. Excellent condition. Little
use. £500 ono. Tel: 01634 311 675 (eves)

QUAD ELS 57's. excellent condition. Full working
order £375. GEC KT66 valves. Matched pair. New
and hoxed £100. Tel: Lawrence 01772 621 337
(Preston})

RUAEK TALISMAN 1l (walnut, 16 months, boxed)
£47%. Naim Nait 2 £275. Cyrus }l (boxed) £190.
Mission 780 SE £140. Cambridge Audio DacMagic
1 £70. Tel: 01132 824 428 (3 mins M1/M62
intersection)

MISSION 753 Freedom speakers. New model,
black ash, mint condition, few hours use, under
warranty. Genuine reason for sale. £400 Tel:
016 287 6871 (Leicester)

QUAD ELSST speakers. Serviced by Quac.
Protection circuits, boxed, very good condtion,
magical midrange £350. Wanted: Quality stands
for stacking Quads. Tel/Message: john 01865 862
148 anytime (Oxon)

ORACLE ALEXANDRIA Mk IV + SME 309 +
Ortofon MC20 Supreme. Boxed with manual
£1000. Tel: 0151 228 4505

WANTED: HI-FI Year books 1960 - 1970,
condition not important. Good price. Tel: 01580
830 558. Fax: 01580 830 997

MICROMEGA LOGIC CD player in very good order
£160 ovno. Exposure integrated amplifier XX
£300. Tel: 0181 398 8469 (Esher, Surrey, near
Kingston-upon-Thames}

MISSION 752F Prima Vera £395. Sony CDPMSS
£30. Uher 4000L open reel portable, serviced
£60. Yamaha ski slope cassette deck T(800GL,
fully restored, superb £190. Mission 7611 £50.
ktacama SE |6 stands £30. Tel: 0171 794 3843

'WANTED: ZETA, Syrinx PU3, Alphason HR100S,
Sony RM30 remote, Technics SLT, SLIQ,
Wharfedale ES0, E70, Technics stylus gauge, old
hi-fi mags. Tel: 016974 78537

BEARD CA35 valve pre amp and spare valves.
Excellent condition £295. Tel: 01772 315 723

QUAD 66 (D Player £250. Transformers for
Mullard 520 £60. Leak Stereo 60 rebuilt chassis,
valve amp £200. Musical Fidelity A100 amp
£140. Mission 770 (early model) walnut £140.
Tel: 0114 221 5271

PAIR OF Naim NAP |35 power amps. Immaculate
and boxed £1900. Pink Triangle Da Capo DAC
with 1307 chip, immaculate and boxed £750.
Tel: 01565 733 525 (Cheshire)

HI-FI WORLD

NAIM AUDIO (DS £2000. NAP 250, NAC 72 HiCap
£1600. SBL oak finish £1000. All as new, boxed,
3 years old. Tel: 01392 423 895 (Exeter)

HARBETH HL4 speakers and stands, excellent
condition £200 ono. Cable Tatk 4 speaker wire,
two 6m lengths £20. Acoustic Research T04 tuner
£40. Tek: 01858 464 771 (Leics)

SUPERB LP Front end for sale. Yoyd 0.5,
Silverwired SME ¥, Sumiko Blue Point Spedial,
Moth record cleaning machine £2750 (£6000+
new) Cash or p/ex for interesting kit? Classical
record collection, around 1300 good condition
LP's. £1000. Dealer enquiries welcome. No splits.
Tel: Jerry 01372 468 266

LINN SONDEK LP12 in walnut, lttok LVIl arm,
Klyde cartridge, Lingo, Trampolin baseboard.
Regularly serviced £1006 cash. Tel: 01505 705
103 (Johnstone} after 6pm

JBL L20T Monitors with Foundation steel/shot
stands £200. Meridian MSR remote £40. Linn
LK400 S metres £75. Cable Talk Professional 2
£50. Audio Technica ATH70 phones £60. Tel:
01793 526 196

TRANSCRIPTORS HYDRAULIC Reference turntable,
fluid arm, Decca FFSS head, brushes, scales, v.
good condition. Quick sale £150 ovno. Tel:
01634231905

MANA ACOUSTICS Table, mint condition £200
(£350+ new). Roksan three tier equipment
support £125. Tel: 0131 476 3535

WANTED: AKG Cartridges. P8 or P7 range. Also
Pye PF91 or HFIF valve amplifier. Tel: 0181
647 6217 anytime

PINK TRIANGLE Export GTI t/table £300 Rega
RB250 £50 Alphason HRIQ0 MCS £150. Yamaha
1-33 tuner (digital) 16 presets AM/FM £40. Van
den Hul silver speaker cable CS122 (4 metres
stereo) £15. All vge. Tel: 01224 702 619
(evenings)

AUDIO INNOVATIONS $800 Anniversary power
amp £800. P2 phono- MM only £400. Dali 104M$
93dB, modified by Definitive Audio £300.
Heybrook Quarter £400. All boxed with
instructions. Tel: 01443 685 191

QUAD VALYE amptifier, 22 pre-amp, pair |l amps
with Quad FM valve tuner. Pair Quad ESL
loudspeakers. System in lovely condition £800
ono. Buyer collects. Tel: 01286 881 744

LINN KELTIK System. Kairn pre-amp. 4 Klouts.
Mahogany Keltiks, Xarik/Numerik CD. Bought
1993. Brilliant cendition. Not to be split.
Todays price £20,650. Will sell for £9750. Tel:
01446 760038

MUSICAL FIDELITY FI5 power amp. Mint boxed. 3
months old{RRP £2500) £1750 ono. Reason for
sale - going active. Tel: 01228 598 784 eves
(Carlisle)

NAIM NAT 01 NAPST tuner, new style, mint £850.
Tim De Paravicini Revox G36. Offers. Lowther
Acoustas PM6, new drive units, old magnets
£250. PM 2C sibver coil speakers, brand new, still
boxed £250. Sony EL7 Elcaset, mint condition
with remote and 40 tapes, boxed £275. Tel:
01446 735 768.

LINN INDEX Plus loudspeakers. Black, complete
with stands. Excellent condition £110. Sound
Organisation table £25. Tel: 01784 456 828
(Middtesex)

NAKAMICHE CR3-E cassette deck. Recently
serviced. Exceflent condition. Stilf the best! £150
ono. Meridian 500/563. Mint, boxed with
manuals. Cost £2050, accept £1195 ono. Tel:
Paul 01733 892 261

COLLECTOR SELLING Up: Quad 22, Rogers
Ravensbrook. Fons €Q30, AudioDesign mercury
contact arms, cartridges, Sennheiser h/phones,
Hi-Fi Year books etc. Send s.a.e. for list: Paul, 44
Vicarage Hill, GU10 3Q8

GARRARD 401 fully serviced and mounted on a
solid plinth. Fitted with Syrinx pickup arm
rewired with Yan den Hul Sitver, with Stanton
calibration cartridge. £250 or p/ex. Tek: 01277
219639

AUDIOLAB 8000T tuner £550. Dynaudio Focus
speakers, black factory built, excellent £300.
Kenwood CD7090 £250. Pioneer A300R precision
amplifier £300. All boxed as new. Tel: 01398 323
101

DPA ENLIGHTENMENT DAC £375, Meridian 200
transport/Clock 2 mod £300. Stunning
combination at £625. Both mint and boxed.
Wanted: aim (D ‘S’ Tel: 01902 786 818
(Midlands)

NAIM 624140 pre/power amp. Mint condition
with alleads and cables £550 ono. Linn
Axis/Akito/K9 turntable (black ash} mint

condition £250 ono. Epos ESII speakers (black
ash) with dedicated stands £300 ono. Tel:
Mark 01708 748 929 after 6pm

QUAD ESLST Electrostatic loudspeakers. One
pair, mint condition, all panels ok. Can
demonstrate £400 ovno. Tel: 01295 222 091
daytime

NAKAMICHI 680 IX SE 2 speed cassette £660.
Spendor SPI's £280, S Acoustics SD1 MkIl £650.
Pioneer 8mm video sound recorder £180. Others.
Want. Powerful amps. Exchanges W.H.Y. Tel:
01626 F14 246

MERIDIAN 206 €D player with Meridian 203
digital converter £600. Quad 303/33/FM3 £260.
Linn Dirak with Linn LKI £300. Teac A34405 reel
tape deck £300. Technics (D player £15. Akai
40000 £85. B/0 5545 speakers £80. Above as
new. Tel: 0181 680 1341 (Croydon)

MICHELL GYRODEX with power supply.
Alchemist Forseti pre/power amplifier. Decca
London arm revised. Quad ESL 63's. Still under:

guarantee. Cost rew over £5000. Offers
around £3000. Tel: 01623 553 667 or 512
a7

LP12 LINGO, Circus, lttok, Karma, teak finish.
Excellent condition £990. Tel: 01734 862 665
(Reading)

AUDIONOTE DACA4. Mint condition and
stunning sound. Genuine reason for sale
£2300 ono. Also Teac P500 transport £300.

Tel: Alan 0171 556 7339 (day) or 0118 947
1070 (evenings)

MARANTZ (D23 Gold CD player, €22 preamp,
MA24 Class A manoblocks, Mandrake/Audio
Research leads, Target midi sized stand £3850.
Theta (D transport/DAC and TLC/Goliath £1750.
Tel: 01525 378 776

QUAD ESL 63's with black grilles, interchangable
red wood + black ash caps. Mint condition and
boxed as new. Relactant sale due to recent move.
£1400. Tel: 01480 457 120

MUSICAL FIDELITY A1000 amplifier, as new
condition, boxed with instructions £850.
Demonstration a pleasure. Tel: 01904 763 157

(Tork)

QUAD 66 Pre-amp with remote £400, 306 power
amp £175, 66 equipment rack and pedestal £50.
All mint and boxed. Tel: day 01703 445 099,
night 01489 78 865 night (Southampton}

ART AUDIO Tempo monoblocks. Class A triode
£1200 (£2500 cew) Ruark Accolades top of the
range tri-wirable £1300 (£2700 new) Both
excellent condition. Tel: Chris 0181 993 2006
eves

AUDIOQUEST SOLID Silver digital pro
interconnect. Two months old. £70 ono. Selling
due to new single box player. AudioQuest Video X
digital intercennect £25 ono. Tel: 0171 381
1539

NAIM 72-140 New style, boxed, mint £795.
Revox G36 half track, immaculate. Offers. Linn
LK100 £350. Musical Fidelity 270, superb £700.
L$3/5A £175. Various Marantz analogue tuners
from £80. Infinity 10, boxed £125. Tel: 01386
446 756

UKD OPERA Series Callas speakers, solid
mahogany cabinets, excellent sound, boxed and
mint £375. Tet: 01992 626 138

RUSS ANDREWS Disc 60 MC phonostage. Vishay
resistors/Kimber silver wired. Standard version is
£1600 new, this upgraded unit £495. Tel: 01242
231 766 (Cheltenham)

KRELL MDI + SBP 64X Ref CD player £5500 ono.
Meridian 200 (new software) + 203 DAC + Cord
Cobra & Digital ICS £650 ono. 263 Delta Sigma
£295. All items mint and boxed. Tel: 0181 882
287
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LINN KAIRN Pre-amplifier MM+HC for sale.
Bought October 1994. With remote control.
Boxed, vgc €995 ovno. Tel: 0161 429 0963
evenings/weekends (Stockport)

NEAT PETITE Il Cherry, new unused factory sealed
carton (£800) €500 Mark Levinson MLI preamp
(Ken Ishiwata favorite!) €895, Yaic YV30B X4
unused £800, Studer CD AT25 (£4000) £995. Tel:
01642 649 702

YPI HWI9 IV TNT Platter, stand alone motor
€1120, Breuer Dynamic tonearm £950, Exact
tonearm €950, Goldmund mat, clamp €275,
Goldmund digital interconnect €200, Audionote
ANS2 M.C. transformer (€£450) €250. Tel: 01642
649 702

FISHER YALVE Monoblocks ACZ80 €495, Fisher
valve tuner FM200B €395, Technics SPI0 11+
plinth, cover £350, Al $1000 M.C. transformer
€195, Technics ST9600 tuner €295. Wanted:
Koshin GST8OI, Fidelity Research arms. Tel:
01542 649 702

PIONEER PD9 | (D €375. Quad 34 preamp £225.
FM4 tuner €250. 606 amplifier £375. Revox
B710/2 cassette €450. Exposure 6/7 preamp
£295. Sony Walkman Professional €185. All
mint. Tel: 01747 853 372 (Dorset)

MUSICAL FIDELITY P180 power amp + choke
regulated power supply, can run two P180 £595.
Wanted: Musical Fidelity A370 power amp, ProAc
Response 3 speakers. Tel: 01634 387 686

MISSION 776, Preamp 777 power amp. Best
amplifier made by Mission. Art Deco casework.
Preamp weighs |0kg, amp 25kg. Cost new
£1800, accept £600. Tet: 01803 297 691. (South
Devo

ATC SCHSOA Active speakers, Rosewood, inc
stands and cables. Superb condition, never

moved since delivery by dealer. Hust be seen.
€3500 or near offer. Tel: 01488 638 869
evenings

PINK TRIANGLE Da Capo, mint condition, very
little use, a superb DAC at a bargain price £650.
Michell Argo/Hera £450. Tel: 01483 503 618
(Guildford, Surrey)

KEFKIT I11. B39 Bass, BI 10 mid range, & T27 HF
drive units plus DNI2 crossovers. Two of each
£€200. Leak Stereo 70 amplifier £50. Further
details Tel: 01856 831 356

QUAD ELECTROSTATICS, black, lovely condition,
full Quad service €490. Original Lowther Acousta
horn speakers, PM6A’s, lovely condition, superb
sound £390. Quad FM2, rare later styling, stereo
valve wner £150. Tel: 01364 72153

EAR 859 Valve amplifier, ‘Single Ended Heaven’.
£950 (less than half price. Rogers LS3/5A
loudspeakers, 15 ohm €250. Stands €30. Arcam
Delta 80 tuner £130. All in excellent condition.
Tel: 01379 641 584

HI-FI WORLD
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ART AUDIO VPI MkIl preamp, as new €575. 6
metre bi-wired set AudioNote ANB speaker cable,
as new £150. Tel: 01509 231 254

LINN SONDEK (P12, Lingo, Ekos MKlI, black.
Circus bearing, Karma. Only 100 hrs use, new lid
not used, stored for two years. £1500 ovno. Tel:
Jules 01792 280 061

HORNING ARISTOFANES, 96dB, Lowther horns
(€2800) £1500. Electrocompaniet ECi/ | (£2250)
£€1300. Art Audio Quintet Mk2 (£1400) £700.
Orelle CDIOT/DAIBO Mk2 (£1400) £650. Records
available. Sonus Faber Minimas wanted. Tek: Roy:
01902892 613

JBL L20T Monitors £160. Foundation stands £60.
Audio Technica ATHT0 electret headphones £60.
Meridian MSR remote €£40. Linn LK400 biwire, 5
metres £70. Cable Talk Professional 2, £45. Tel:
01793 526 796

ROKSAN ATTESSA ATT-DP2 Mk2 transport, ATT-
DA2 DAC amd DS5 power supply, all pristine with
original packing and manuals (€2400) £1429
ono. Symo LS5 SX biwire loudspeaker cables (4 x
13 ft) Stereophile recommended (£1600) asking
£1049 or exchange for Transparent Husic Wave
Ultra cables. Tel/Fax: 00 353 21 841 576
evenings (Ireland)

DREADNOUGHT AMPLIFIER Mosfet 200wpc, 20
kitos €250. Technics tuner units ST90
FM/MW/LW €100 (new €335) Woodside CD has
Trichord 2 Clock €350 (new €1100) All in
excellent condition. Tel: 01502 476 249 Suffolk

QUAD EQUIPMENT, 66PreAmp £395, 66FM €325,
66CD €250, 306Power €195, 606/2Power £450,
ELS63's €1750, 34PreAmp €175, FM4Tuner
€195, 44PreAmp €195, 405/1Power €175,
303Power £150. All boxed/manuals, excellent
condition. Tel: 01444 456 779

IMF TRANSMISSION Line loudspeakers (using Kef
139/110/T27/Super Tweeter) €295. Kef Concerto
loudspeakers (using Kef 139/110/T27) €195,
Quad 33/FM3/303. Boxed with manuals/leads,
excellent condition €295, SME 3009/11 €50. Tel:
01444456 779

MERIDIAN AMP 551, pwr amp 555, (D 506 I8
bit, tuner 504, sprks A500 bik. All with leads and
remote, under guarantee £2400. Tel: 01793 694
182

STUNNING SPEAKERS RMS Revelation Series II.
Carbon Fibre core - compact floorstander.
Incredible soundstage, detail, smoothness and
bass extension (£1900+ new) Unbeatable value
at €£1200 ono. Linn speaker cable biwire |0
metre terminated pair. Very even sound (cost
€275) Bargain €125. Tel: 0181 670 4240

VINTAGE FOUR triode amplifiers using Px4s
Dynatron/Vortextion etc. STC triode amplifier
similar to Western Electric OPT 4043¢. Pye HF
5/8s. Tannoy 12/15 Lancasters. GEC/BBC
amplifiers. Offers. No idiots/canvassers. Tel: 0171
3499675 or 0958 607 613

MARK LEVINSON No.3| €3800. Mark Levinson
No.36 €2200 HDCD. Jeff Rowland Synergy
prefamp (new) €2900. Jeff Rowtand Model 2
power/amp £2800. Jeff Rowland B.P.S.-2

£1350. Wilson Audio Watt 3. Puppy 2 with
Puppy. Paws £5500. Strictly no offers on price
sorry. Please contact fan Bodill on 0171 584)
5784 or 589 4840 for details.

PIONEER (73 & M73 Reference pre & power
amp, Class A & AB €600. Sugden (4] fine pre &
P41 power amp €600. Pink Triangle Ordinal Dac
with 20 bit filter, includes XLO type 0.4 digital
interconnect €500. Quad 67 CD player £450.
Theta TLC €150. Musical Fidelity B200 Int amp
€100 Tek: 01702 306 498 (Southend on Sea)

WANTED: SONY TA-NB8B power amplifier.
Kenwood LO7 amplifiers. Also Technics $§T-1
horn speakers, $B-RX50 speakers. Tel: Jon 0181
992 8952 eves & w/ends

PROAC RESPONSE One Mk | with external
crossovers with Target RI stands £550 ono.

Tel: 0181 452 1452 (eves)

ARCAM DELTA 170.2 CD transport and Black Box
2, with interconnects and remote control.
Excellent condition, boxed, manuals, €400. Tel:
01908 615 305 (home), 01908 653 634 (work)
(M¥ton Keynes)

LINN EKOS Mk| tonearm, mint and boxed €475.
NVA 3 box set:- P80/A60/Phono |. Excellent
condition £375. Wanted: Naim Armageddon +
Mana amp stand. Tel: 0181 871 0424 (SW
London})

LINN MAJIK | integrated amplifier with MM/MC
phono stage. Brand new condition, boxed etc
€370 ono. Tel: 01285 652 649 (Cirencester,
Goucestershire)

KRELL KCI00 cartridge retipped by Yan den Hul
£450. Musical Fidelity 3A pre-amp, | pair MAS0
power amps £400. Oracle Alexandria Mk IV
furatable, piano black €495. Naim Snaps power
supply €50. Tel: 0410 275 149 anytime

AKAI 4000D reel to reel €110. Target TIW2 wall
stand €45. Target 2 x | 1/2 equipment table
£40. Linn K9 ¢/w extra stylus 10 hours use €55,
QED 200 cable 4 x 6m £36. Tel: 01484 864 962

LEAK SYSTEM. Delta 75 receiver, Delta turntable
and Sandwich 600 speakers. Owner from new,
still used. Excellent condition. All instruction
books and registration cards! €200 ono. Tel:
01253395784

MERIDIAN 551 & 209 remote €475. Meridian 555
power amp £425. €850 together. Great bi-
amped. Meridian 208 €D player €1100.
Transcriptors Hyd. Ref. Helius arm £€250.
Wanted: Lecson amps and pre-amp. Tel: 01226
710605

¥,

SAGE AUDIO Supermos 250 power amp (2
monoblocks) €600. With pre-amp and
separate phono stage €200 and spare
Supermos 500 power module (compatible with
Supermos £250) All pure Class A to full power,
Is this the ultimate amp? Tel: 0141 578 1205
(Glasgow)

SONNETEER CAMPION amplifier, boxed as new
€380 ono. Rotel phono amp RQ 970BX £65,
boxed. Sale due to upgrading. Tel: 01546 603
592 evenings

AUDIOLAB 8000 monoblock pair, only 9
months old. As new, perfect condition.
Incompatible upgrade forces sale. Boxes,
manuals, guarantee €500 saving on new! Bargain
£1100. Tel: Peter 0121 706 6658 (Birmingham)

ROGERS E40A valve amp. 40 watts per channel.
Unused, boxed, current model new price £1800.
Only €950. Rogers LS55 speakers, as new
condition £275. Tek: Day 0181 771 7350. Eves
0973 320 252

MONITOR AUDIO speakers 703 PMC. Black ash
£600. Epos speakers ES22, light cherry €850.
Both 6 months old and in immaculate condition.
Tel: John 01425 628 064 daytime. 01202 516
289 evenings and weekends

MAGNEPLANAR SMGA speakers black upgraded x-
overs spiked stands €350, Arcam Black Box §
DAC €279 ono. Wanted: Technics U205(MK3
cartridge, AR P/C/E/ 7 MG/Stilton bodied
cartridge any condition. Tel: 01209 613 733

LINN KEILIDH Loudspeakers (black) bases
£400. Two Linn LK100 poweramps, each
€350, both £625. Linn Pretek preamp £120.
DPA TI transport + Bigger Bit 2 €650. Teac

KT3133 flywheel wner £30. JYC KD-D35
cassette £30. Together £1600. Bargain. All
boxes, instructions. Tel: Ken 0121 353 7627
evenings (Birmingham)

ROGERS LS6 Black ash speakers, superb sound
(no space in new location) mint, boxed €175 inc.
24 hour carriage UK. Target TT2, mint £€25.
Target T13, mint €30. Tel: Joanne 01889 582
688 daytime

LINN LP12/Aro/MCI0 Supreme €900. Linn
Kairn (phono) €600. Dynavector 1702 €225.

Audion valve phono stage, hardly used €200,
Audionote transformer AN $2 €150, Tel: 0115
92 4161

NAIM (D3 12 months old, mint condition, boxed
£600. Chord Company Cobra 5 pin DIN to 2
phono, | metre £20. Leak Truspeed Mkl
turntable. Perfect working order. Hint condition
€75 Tel: 01295 261 166

ATC ACTIVE 100 speakers €4200, Quad 66 pre
amp £440, Teac P500/D500 CD player £700.
Exposure 15 amp €350, Yamaha CX2/MX2 pre
pwr amp £675. Tel: 01977 643 629
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LEADING (W)EDGE

DESIGN

David Price looks at an exquisite piece of 1970s hi-fi, the Yamaha

TC-800GL cassette deck.
o cassette
deck has
ever been

an oil painting, but
early examples of
the breed were
particularly nasty

to look at.
Seventies top-
loaders were fussy
and a pain to use,
while front-loaders
looked brash and
imposing. As for the
machines' mechanics, forget
it. Crude and clunky, they only
served to confirm cassette's status
as the poor relation of open-reel.

But in 1974 Yamaha changed all that
by setting out to design a machine that
combined Compact Cassette's
strengths of convenience, size and
fiexibility with open-reel levels of sound
quality. To do this they contracted
Mario Bellini, responsible for some
striking examples of ltalian industrial
design both as a freelancer and with the
typewriter company Olivetti.

The stunning TC-800GL was the
resuit. Nicknamed the 'ski-slope' thanks
to its sharply raked wedge profile, it
was regarded very much as a piece of
leading-edge design in the Seventies.
Like Bertone's Fiat X1/9 or Guigiaro's
Lotus Esprit SI, the Yamaha looked
strikingly futuristic and quite unlike its
drab, gawky competitors.

But the TC-800GL wasn't simply a
radical set of clothes hiding a bog-
standard cassette deck, because
everything from the peak level meters
to the power switch was designed for
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maximum effectiveness and
ease of use. For the casing, Bellini
eschewed fake wood in favour of a
tough, durable plastic covered in finely
applied dark charcoal neoprene. Almost
like suede to the touch, the finish
instantly endeared itself to the user,
making the deck less 'machine-like’.

The transport's lightly pressured
piano key controls were very slick in an
era before cassette decks had solenoid
operation, while its array of sliders for
line and mic inputs, playback level and
pitch were intuitive to use. Although
sparsely turned out, the deck was
packed with unusual touches to
facilitate operation, including automatic
tape-type switching, timer recording,
memory stop and superb meters.

All phono socketry was underneath
the deck, making it easier to hide
unsightly cables, and there was an
integral hinged stand, offering top-
loading or angled operation. Under the

stand was a battery compartment,
making the deck portable for on-
location recordings, and to the side
there was a |2V DC input should the
owner wish to power it from a car
battery. The styling was
inspirational, with an array of
unique facilities together with a
beautiful, functional face.
Competitors offered
the customary excuse,
"Things which look good
invariably don’t sound
it", but the Yamaha's
performance said it

all. Fitted with a

good Permalloy
head and a precision servo-controlled
transport the TC-800GL measured
superbly by 1975 standards. With
chrome tape Yamaha quoted an
impressive |5kHz at -3dB frequency
response, and an excellent 0.06%
WRMS wow and flutter. Even today, a
well preserved example is capable of
sparkling highs, deep bass and great
image stability.

The bad news is that TC-800GLs
are a pretty rare phenomenon these
days, but they do still pop up from time
to time. Expect to pay between £100
and £250, depending on condition. It's
better to go for a pricier mint example
rather than an old nail, as spares are
getting scarce. Still, most major bits
remain in stock and Yamaha UK (tel:
01923 233166) has an excellent service
department which could refurbish the
deck, at a price. Best to covet your TC-
800GL, use it gently and enjoy those
stunning good looks - many believe that
nothing since has come close ®
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LINN LP12, Cirkus bearing, Akito, K9, Lingo
power supply, Affro finish £750 ono. (D player
considered for exchange. Naim 42.5 pre £50. Tel:
01689 827 572 (Kent, SE London){Ans/Ph Hixon)

AUDION SILYER Night 300B monobloc valve
power amps and Audion Premier 2 box preamp
with phono stage £2000 ono. Roksan DPI (D
transport and DSD Decode | DAC £650 Tel:
01403711 778

RUARK TALISMAN MKil, dark walnut, excellent all
rounder, £400. Sony S61E CD player, excellent
with valves £120. Tet: 0161 437 5819 eves

CROFT SERIES 3 OTL power amp £650. Audiolab
8000A amp Mkl £300. Nakamichi CR-3E
tapedeck £350. Marantz C(D-65DX £150.
Manticore Mantra TT, Alphason Opel arm, Audio
Technica ATC 05 cartridge £450. Pioneer F656
tuner £120. Tel: 01507 463 917

NAKAMICHI TAPE Deck wanted, only tidy
examples considered. Tel: 01642 653 562 (N.E.
England)

ION NEXUS SP1 pre amplifier with X-PAK2 power
supply, moving coil phono input £250. Tel:
01244 345 461 (Chester)

NAM 32-58 (Naim serviced) MC and 2 x (D
boards. NAP 90 power (dealers guarantee) All
traditional style and boxed. NA 24 interconneci,
Naim speaker cable £495 ono. Money back
guarantee. Tel: 01202 481 386

FOR SALE Systemdek |IXE, walnut veneer, acrylic
platter, Helius Scorpio arm, Roksan Chorus, Black
cartridge. Excellent combination £250 ovno.
Arcam Delta 70.2 €D player plus Sorbothane feet,
box, manuals, good condition £175 ono. Tel:
01256 476 060

QUAD ELECTROSTATICS ELS57. Good condition,
wonderful sound £300. B&W DM610
loudspeakers £125. AR Legend turntable with
RB250 & Ortofon 510 £150. Thorens TDI50
without arm £25. Tel: Mike 01248 681 602

LINN KLOUT power amplifier, 160 watts per
channel. | year old, with maker's guarantee.
Supplied with box. Will demonstrate. As new. To
buy now £2400. Bargain at £1200. Tel: 01992
460831

AUDIOLAB 8000Q £600. 8oxed, |18 months low
level use, remote control, two pre-amp outputs.
Tel: Peter 0181 294 1340 daytime (London,
Eitham SE9)

QUAD ELS 57 with MAF stands £395, |PW PI
light oak with Atacama 24" stands £140.
Cambridge (D4 and DacMagic 2i £175,

Troughline Stereo £80. Tel: 01455 558 426
(Leicester)

QUAD FM4 tuner, brown, with switched DX filier,
onginal spec in "Wide’, £250. Single Optimus Pro
LX5 speaker (with Linaeum tweeter; identical to
Tandy Genex Pro LXS) £60. Tel: 01751 432 656

HI-FI WORLD
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A HI-FI CLASSIC for £600. Pink Triangle PT Two
(serviced by Pink) in black plinth with Helius

Orion arm (silver wired) and PSU. Tel: 01252
715031 (Surrey)

LINN SONDEK LP12 wmtabie 1983. Unused, still
in box. Unwanted gift £200 ono. Tel: 0115 943
8005

NAIM 72/180 Pre/Power amp £995. 2 x Sm Naim
speaker cable £25. Tel: 01992 578 964 (Epping)

LUMLEY ST 70 triode switchable, mint, boxed,
bargain £875. Grant G100 AMS 100 watt valve
monoblocks, boxed £695. Audio Innovations First
Audio new 2A3 valves, mint, boxed £675. Swap
or exchange for interesting equipment. Tel: 0121
184 8765

MICHAELSON AUDIO Odysseus integrated valve
amplifier, 45 watts p/c. Superb sound quality.
Boxed, mint, cost £1000. Accept £525. Sony
S5TOES tuner, boxed, mint £90. Tel: 01432 275
203 (Hereford)

HADCOCK GH228 Super arm with Uni-lift and
damping fluid. Excellent condition. Boxed £70.
Entre-1 moving coil cartridge. Little stylus wear.
Boxed £20. Tel: 01228 44398 (evenings)

QUAD II’s SPARE KT66 valves £400. Quad 44
£150. Quad AM3 & FM2 valve tuners. These are
hybrids with independant power supplies. Offers.
Quad 303 £90. Wanted Quad 606 Mk2. Tel:
012258 52271

AVI $200041 integrated amplifier. 100 watts per
channel. Complete with remote control. 15
months old. Excellent condition £500. Tek: 01256
461 453 (Basingstoke)

SYSTEMDEK SYSTHS 93 Is speakers in walnut. Mint
condition £160. Tel: 01633 667 346

SPENDOR SP1/2 speakers with M.A.F. stands
(£1500) £550 for a very quick sale. Phone
anytime day or night. Tel: 0181 531 5979

MERIDIAN 566 DAC. Latest, 20 bit version,
boxed, instructions & digital interconnect. As

new, cost £1090. Sell for £700. Tel: 01285 862
564 daytime.

AUDIO SYNTHESIS Passion. All Vishay (£795)
£240. Woodside |5A230 line amp (£1000) £445.
Neat Critiques (£325) £175. Granite speaker
stands, 18" high £65. Tel: 01707 891 974
(Herts)

RUARK ACCOLADE Loudspeakers. Dynaudio low,
mid and high drivers. In dark walnut.
‘Soundbytes’ filled, each speaker weighs 70 kgs.
Effortless dynamic presentation. £2750 new,
asking £1750. Tel: 01296 437 314 (Aylesbury)

CLASSIC VINYL: Early Roksan Xerxes Artemiz AT
0C9 (new) can be upgradad to latest spec. Black,
vge, fittle use. Naim NAC 42-5 (MC) Hi-Cap, NAP
110, MS20 speakers NAC-5 cables. Soundorg
tables. Mini forces sale!. Sensible offers. Tel:
01326 319 626 {Comwall)

RUARK EQUINOXES £990; Crusader Il £895.
consider P/Ex for ATC 10 or AVl Neutrons. AV
2000 MM 150W monoblock power amps £750.
Tel: 01892 536 919 (W. Kent)

DPA ENLIGHTMENT DAC + 'Power’ mains filter
and Slink mains lead for sale. Immaculate, boxed,
manual and run-in with manufacturers warranty
£640 ono (£950 new) Tel: 01934 813 666 (Nr
Bristol)

WANTED LINN Powertek power amplifier. Demo
working if possible. Tel: Mike 01708 726 403
{Ans-phone) {Essex, E. London)

NAIM 72 PRE-AMP, with M/M boards, boxed as
new £425, no offers. Tel: 01635 40242
{Newbury/Berks)

CASTLE HOWARD S2 loudspeakers in natural
oak £750. B&W (DM’ in red ash with Kudos
stands £500. Exposure XV Super, moving mag.
£500. Marantz (D-63 KI Signature £325. Cyrus

FMT £200. Nordost Flatline, bi-wire £160.
Between 12-18 months old, with boxes. Tel:
0976 241 713 (Blackburn)

BRAND NEW, Untouched equipment for sale.
Proac Response 15C speakers (ebony) with Target
RI stands, new £4720, asking £1375. Theta
Pearl (D transport, new £1450, asking £1175.
Audio Technica ATOCY cartridge £200. Tel: 01924
290 749

YALVE AMPS, Dynaco Stereo 70, rare $.1.D. 381
Stereo, matched pair gold Leak TLI2 plus, Stereo
20, Rogers Cadets, Luxman LX33. All lovely
condition. Wanted: Sound Sales triode amp. Tel:
01364 72153

FOR SALE: Leak Troughline 3 stereo tuner £100,
Williamson amp (pair KT66's) £150, GL68 +
arm £25, ARI9B speakers £30, Wharfedale panel
speaker £40, Hacker YHF Herald radio £20,
Phase Linear model 330 pre amp £50, Hi-Fi Year
book 1976 £5, Quad mono preamp £5, Chapman
valve tuner £20, Yortexion power amp £25. Tel:
01661 852 874. New/used valves for sale. Send
SAE to: A. Cavender, 288 Hexham Road,
Throckley, Northumberland, NEI5 9QX

THORENS TD160S turntable, with SHE 111 arm
and Shure VISV/MR cartridge, immaculate
condition £160. Target TT5 stand £40. JVC Al
turntable with Shure cartridge £20. Tel: 01245
442 052 (Chelmsford)

WANTED: LAS. 811 1/4 wave horn loudspeakers.
Demonstration essential. Will collect. Tel: John
0181 452 0053

POSSELY ALBATROSS horn loaded speakers. 6
ohm, 91dB. Black finish £1500. Buyer collects.
Tel: 01423 536 692

TETA TONEARM, VDH, S/wired £650. *Gold Bug
Briar’ MC cartridge £450. Both items recently

rebuilt by ‘The Cartridge Man" and sull need to
be run in. Perfect condition. Tel: 0181 688
6565

AUDIO ALCHEMY DITB; Theta TLC Jitter-Buster
£145 each. Flatline bi-wire speaker cable,
plugs, 2x4M £125. Sound Organisation 3 shelf

table £45. Pair B&W P4 speakers, plinths
£495. Tel: 01908 510 852

TEACTI €D Transport, 6 months old, immaculate
£400. Wanted: SHE 309 tonearm, Cambridge
(D3 and Kelly ribbon tweeters with transformers.
Tel: 01780 764 149 anytime. Can deliver/collect.

GARRARD 401 Chassis in excellent condition.
Includes manual, test certificate and cutting
template. Also includes incomplete SME §2 arm
£150. Tel: 01727 761 908

ARCAM BLACK Box 2 DAC £150. JRI49
toudspeakers £100. Leak Troughline 3,
overhauled by G.T. £200. Maplin Millenium
amplifier monoblocks £180. Tel: 0121 427 8810

NAIM PRE-POWER Amplifiers, 32.5-140 (140 new
circuitry by Naim) Snaic cable, 2x4 1/2 metres
A5 speaker cable, Chord Cobra interconnect
£525. Epos 14 speakers bi-wirable + stands
£350 ono. Tek: Roy 01444 241 472 (Sussex)

MONITOR AUDIO Studio 20SE (black ash)
£1400. Harman Kardon AVPla THX Dolby
surround sound pracessor £1200. Kef 100

immaculate condition, manuals and boxed.

Tel: Tony 0370 48 45 44 (day) or 01905 723
396 {evenings) Worcester

NAIM WANTED: NAC 52 Supercap, (DS, DBL
speakers. Tel: 0174 371 5497, 0385 315 550.
Fax: 0171 371 5842

NEAT PETITE Speakers £300, Slate Audio stands
for Neat Petite £179. Linn Sara speakers with
stands £300. Musical Fidelity MVT Mark 3 pre
amp £450. Tel: 01132 621 383

MERIDIAN 201 Pre-amplifier (boxed with
manual) with Meridian M2 active loudspeakers in
rosewood, with Mendian stands. All in excellent
condition £525. Tel: 01234 711 657 {North
Bucks)

LINN LP12 Turntable, walnut. Valhalta, armboard
& springs upgrade {unused 2 years) boxed. Black
(rare) Iteok II, KI8 (25 hours) Excellent condition
£500 ovno. Tel: 01933 680 245 (Finedon,
Northants)

AUDIOLAB 8000T Tuner. As new, boxed. £395.
Tel: 01884 259 637 (Devon)
QUAD GRADIENT Crossover £700 each. Two

available, both as new. Tel: 0171 257 6384 or
0956 338 103 (North London)

AUDIONOTE AN-B Speaker cable, 4 metres bi-
wired £80, single £40. Hilitary spec interconnect
cable, silver plated (D to DAC £25. Speaker
stands 2t tall, 4” steel box, top plates 8” x 9",
stainless spikes, solid high mass, sand filled, built
for Proac Studio 100 £80. Tel: 0161 928 1158 or
0161929 6620 after Spm
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AGENTS FOR;

ACOUSTIC ENERGY, ALON, ATC, BOULDER, BRYSTON, C.A.T., CHORD,
FORSELL, GAMMA, GRAHAM, LUMLEY, ROCKPORT, SME,
SOUNDSTYLE, STRAIGHT WIRE, TARGET, TOTEM, TRICHORD,
TRILOGY, van den Hul, VPI, XLO and many mere.

e generous part exchange
o your equipment purchased
o show room/dem room
e trade in policy e all credit card inc. Amex
e mail order o export service
o the hi-fi exchange

SOME OF OUR CURRENT SECOND HAND STOCK
Martin Logan (LS IIZ & Kinergeic Mint S/H £5995.00

POWER AMPLIFIERS
Subwoofer
Mint $/H £ 95.00

Hint S/H €5500.00 HaEnepIanar $MG 3 i
Mint S/H £1995.00 AMC B1-20 Subwoofer Mint $/H € 350.00

Mark Levinson 20.5 monoblocks
Audio Research D125 balanced

Audio Research M300 monablocks Mint S/H £4995.00 Dalquist DQI2 Mint S/H € 595.00
adis JAS00 monoblocks Mint S/H £€7995.00 Sonus Faber Extrema + Stnds Mint S/H €4250.00
leﬂ Rowland Model 3 monoblocks Mint S/H £2395.00 Magneplanar SMG C SE As New £ 695.00
umley Ref 120 monoblocks Mine S/H £1695.00 Martin Logan Aertus Mint S/H £1095.00

Spendor $P2/2 Mint S/H € 395.00

EPOS ES 1 & Stnds Mint S/H £ 395.00

Ruark Broadsword New £ 650.00

Monitor Audio 700 PMC Mint S/H £ 450.00

Martin Logan Sequel Il Mint S/H £1595.00

Royd Sagl;ire Mint S/H € 195.00
00

Conrad Johnson MF 2300
Audio Research YT 60
Jadis DA 30 intergrated
Art Audio Quintet

Albarry PP

Conrad Johnson Prem 8a

Mine S/H £1995.00
Mint $/H £1695.00
Mint S/H £€2295.00
Mint S/H € 995.00
Mint S/H £ 295.00
Mint S/H £7995.00

Boulder 500 AE Mint S/H €3295.00 Tannoy ) As New £ 695.00
Melos 402 Monoblocks As New £4950.00 Westlake HRI (Retail £20,000)  Mint S/H £6995.00
LED PAI/LS Mint S/H € 895.00 Alon Phalanx Mint $/H 12000.00

Mint S/H € 695.00
Mint S/H € 695.00

Mint /0 £1495.00

Mine S/H £1995.00
Mint S/H €7995.00

C.D. PLAYERS & DACS

Mint S'H £ POA. B&WPS

Mint S/H €2495.00 Acoustic Energy AEl & Stands
Mint S/H €2250.00 Monitor Audio Studio

Hint S/H £2500.00 205E & Plinth

Mint S/H £2995.00 Alon ¥ mic |

Mint S/H £1095.00 Proac Resp 4

Audio Research D79/SP10 mk Il
Krell KSA 50 §

Mark Levinson No 27

Audio Research D400

Jadis JA30 (6550) Monoblocks
Musical Fidelity FIS

Beard P35 Mint S/ € 595.00
Krell KSA 300§ Mint S/H £5995.00
Alchemist Kraken Monos & Pre-amp Mint § H € 895.00
NYA ABO Monoblocks & PSO Pre-amp Mint S/H € 995.00

Audiolab 8000P Mint S/H € 495.00 Wadia I6 AsNew  (4750.00
Bryston 4 GoodCond /M £ 495.00 Krell Studio 2 Mint S/H £1795.00
Krell KSA250 Mint S/H €3195.00 Mission Cyrus Discmaster Mint S/ £.595.00
4 x Chameleon Ruby Power Amps Mint S/H € 595.00 Krell SBP 64X Mint S/ €3500.00
Each or Pair £ 995.00 PS. Audio Ultralink Mint S/H € 895.00
Musical Fidelity P180 & CRPS Mint S/H € 895.00 Mclormack DAC| Mint S/H € 695.00

Wadia 22/26 As New |
£AD 9000 Series Ill HDCD Bal/Goid Mint S/H £3995.00
Accuphase DPT0 Mine S/H £€2250.00
Accuphase DP90/91 Mint S/H £€9950.00
Mark Levinson 30.5/31.5 Mint $/H £14995.00
Forsell Air Ref Transport Mk Il Mint $/H £8995.00

Forsell Air Ref DAC

Wadia 8 Transport Mint $/H £1895.00

Wadia x 64.4 DAC Mint S/H £1995.00

Mark Levinson No 31.5 + 30.5  Mint S/H £14995.00
Mint S/H £1595.00

Pink Triangle da Capo 1307 +
Mint S/H £1695.00

Batt. psu
Mint $/H €1295.00

Keell KSL 100 mkil

PRE AMPLIFIERS

MeCormack TLC- As New £ 695.00
Tesserac Tala Mint S/ € 795.00
Jeff Rowland Consumate & Phono  Mint S/H £4500.00
DNM 3A & Twin Pack Mint /0 € 850.00
Boulder LSAE X-Dem
Audio Research LS7 Mint S/H €1395.00
Naim 42.5 Avondale Mint S/H € 250.00
{onrad johnson Prem 7B Mint S/H £5995.00
Exposure IX professional power supply Mint S/H £ 795.00

Mint S/H €1595.00

Linn Kank/Numeric & Remote
EAD 1000 Transport

Exposure ¥ Active xover Mint S/H € 495.00 Marantz (D80 Hint S/H € 395.00
Naim Nac 52/ Supercap Mint S/H £3495.00 Rotel 965 BX Hint S/H € 250.00
Musical Fidelity rfz Mint S/H € 595.00 Theta TLC tint SIH € 95.00
McCormack Micro Line Drive As New £ 395.00 DPA PDM 2 Silver Wired As New £ 995.00
YBA 2 Pre-amp Mint 3" 3 ;95.00

Mod Squad Line Drive Mint S/H € 250.00

Kl ko pe Hint M €1195.00 Ot s

| SPEAKERS WA s ew (345500

Piere Lurne JI/SLS Mint S/H £2250.00
Infinity IRS Beta Mint S/H €4995.00 Koetsu Urushi Mint S/H €1295.00
Apogee Scintila Mint S/H € 895.00 Kuzma Stabi/Stogi reference Hint S/H £1495.00
Ensemble PAI SiLver - b wire As New  £1995.00 Linx Tuner Mint S/H € 295.00

VPl TNT Wheaton Il

Piere Lurne [l/Sowther Mk NI
Musical Fidehty TI Tuner
Sony Tuner STS 261

Musical Fidelity FT Tuner
Audio Technica ART |

Mint S/H £1995.00
Mint S/H £€2250.00
Mint S/H € 195.00
Mint S/H € 150.00
Mint S/H € 495.00
Mint S/H € 595.00

Quad ESL 63 (Rosewood) & Steds
Duntech Crown Princes

BEW Silver Sig & Stnds

Arogu Caliper

Alon ¥ mk )l

Ruark lcon & Stands

Mint S/H €1795.00
Mint S/H €1995.00
Mint S/H €3995.00
Mint S/H € 795.00
Mint S/H £1995.00
Mint S/ € 295.00

Musical Fidelity MCS Mint S/H € 395.00 TNT Mk IIl & Lid Mint S/H €3995.00
Wilson System ¥ Mint S/H 11995.00 Clear Audio Gamma 24

Snell JII's Hint S/H € 695.00 CT Gold Coil As New € 495.00
Sonus Minima Amators & Stax SR Gamma Pro & SRMX

Ironwood Std Mint S/H €1395.00 Pro Energiser Mint S/H € 595.00

Yoyd 0.$gupgraded/SHf v Mint S/H €1995.00

Tel 01813921959
0181 392 1963

Fax 0181 392 1994
E-Mail: Choice_Hi Fi@msn.com

CHOICE

10am-8pm
7 days by appt.

W DECEMBER 1997

diverse vinyl

>t Newport Gwent NP 9am-5.30pm

Intemet site http://www.diverse-music.co.uk

phoneffax 01633 259661 / 256261 E Mail :- sales @diverse-music.cix.co.uk

-Mastercard - Visa-

Bjork

Bob Dylan

Fall

Jimi Hendrix
Jonathan Fire Eater
Marvin Gaye
Patti Smith
Pixies

Popal Vuh
Rolling Stones
Stevie Wonder
T Rex

The Verve

{Lwving Stereo) - Eivis
(verve) - Bill Evans
Elgar/Haydn
Falla/Anserme

Joan Armatrading
Ravel 4 LP Set
Sergio Mendes

EMI Centenary Phase 2 LP's released 3rd November

Beach Boys
Blondie

Cliff Richard
David Bowie
Deep Purple
Frank Sinatra
Iggy Pop

Iron Maiden
Japan
Jethro Tull
John Lennon
Kate Bush
Marillion
Queen

Rolling Stones
Roxy Music
Syd Barrett
The Band
Waterboys
Wings

Catalogues available

New and Forthcoming Releases
Homogenic
Time Out Of Mind
Levitate
South Satum Deita
Wolf Songs For Lambs
Whats Going On
Peace And Mind
Death To The Pixies - 4LP
Letzte Tage/Nachte - 180gm
Bndges To Babylon
Talking Book
The Slhider
Urban Hymns

Audiophile Releases
Elvis is Back
At The Montreux Jazz Festival
Enigma Var/Montreux LSO
Three Coloured Hat
Joan Armatrading
Complete Orch/Cluytens
Brasil 66 {Herb Alpert}

Surfs Up

Parallel Lines

Cliff Richard
Hunky Dory
Shades Of

Come Fly With Me
Lust For Lite

Iron Maiden

Tin Drum

Thick As A Brick
Imagine

Hounds Of Love
Marillion

A Day At The Races
Sticky Fingers
Roxy Music
Barrett

The Band

This Is The Sea
Band On The Run

-Amex-Switch-JCB-

£8.90
£11.90
£10.90
£13.90

£8.50
£10.90

£TBC
£19.90
£10.90
£15.90
£10.90
£10.90
£14.90

£21.90
£21.90
£21.90
£19.90
£19.90
£79.90
£19.90

£14.90
£14.90
£14.90
£14.90
£14.90
£14.90
£14.90
£14.90
£14.90
£14.90
£14.90
£14.90
£14.90
£14.90
£14.90
£14.90
£14.90
£14.90
£14.90
£14.90

P and P £1.00 1« LP additional LP’s 50p each (max £3.50)

MAKE AND MODEL
ARCAM ALPHA

BANG & OLUFSEN CENTRUY BEOSOUND
CASTLE HOWARD (YEW)

CELESTION CS 8's
CELESTION 9's

DENON D-77
KEF CODA 9

MERIDIAN 500
MERIDIAN 508 20 BIT
MERIDIAN 541
MERIDIAN 565
MERIDIAN 565 + AC-3
MERIDIAN 566

MISSION 7331

MUSICAL FIDELITY A1

PIONEER CLD D925

QUAD 77 + SYSTEM REMOTE
QUAD 77

SONY MDS 302
TDL RTL 3'S

TANNOY 628
TANNOY 631 SE

TANNOY

635 +
TANNOY 636 + PLINTHS

YAMAHA AX 490
YAMAHA AX 592
YAMAHA DSPA 2070
YAMAHA DSPA 990
YAMAHA DSPA 590
YAMAHA DSPE 390
YAMAHA DSPE 200

HOF & At Cmatant
Saies ad Service

TYPE WAS NOW
CD PLAYER S HAND £150.00
EX DEM £1075.00 £950.00
LOUDSPEAKERS EXDEM £1400.00 £1000.00
LOUDSPEAKERS NEW £500.00 £275.00
LOUDSPEAKERS EXDEM £289.00 £175.00
MINI SYSTEM EXDEM £650.00 £500.00
LOUDSPEAKERS EXDEM £€300.00 £250.00
CD TRANSPORT EXDEM £1245.00 £950.00
CD PLAYER EXDEM £1695.00 £1200.00
PROCESSOR EXDEM £1095.00 £895.00
PROCESSOR EXDEM 2250.00 £1500.00
PROCESSOR EXDEM £2750.00 £2250.00
DAC EXDEM £1095.00 £699.00
LOUDSPEAKER EXDEM £300.00 £200.00
AMPLIFIER S HAND £500.00 £325.00
LASERDISC PLAYER  NEW £800.00 £600.00
PRE AMPLIFIER NEW £849.95 £650.00
POWER AMPLIFIER NEW £599.95 £425.00
MINI DISC RECORDER NEW £500.00 £200.00
LOUDSPEAKERS EXDEM £400.00 £250.00
LOUDSPEAKERS NEW £150.00 £100.00
LOUDSPEAKERS EXDEM €£170.00 £140.00
LOUDSPEAKERS EXDEM £200.00 £160.00
LOUDSPEAKERS EXDEM £450.00 £375.00
LOUDSPEAKERS EXDEM £€450.00 £250.00
AMPLIFIER NEW £249.00 £200.00
AMPLIFIER NEW £279.95  £225.00
PROLOGIC AMPLIFIER NEW £1100.00 £600.00
PROLOGIC AMPLIFIER NEW £900.00 £500.00
PROLOGIC AMPLIFIER EXDEM £350.00 £250.00
PROCESSOR EXDEM £250.00 £150.00
PROCESSOR EXDEM £300.00 £150.00

STAR BUY OF THE MONTH ‘MERIDIAN 565 PROCESSOR + AC-3' £2250

Alt items are in perfect condition and fully guarantee:

SUPER SAVER SYSTEM OFFER:-

ROTEL RA 920
YAMAHA CDX 390
KEF CODA 7

MAIL ORDER SERVICES
CALL 01788 540772 - OR WRITETO 12

AMPLIFIER NEW
CD PLAYER NEW
LOUDSPEAKERS NEW
TOTAL SYSTEM PRICE £300.00

MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

£100.00
£130.00
£130.00

EGENT STREET, RUGBY, WARWICKSHIRE.

HI-FI WORLD




Hi-Fi World Classified Ads

PRIVATE

NAIN NAIT 3, 8 months old, excellent entry
level amp, mint condition, boxed as new, 16

months guarantee remaining, 2 x 4 metres
Naim: Nac §, 2 Chord Company interconnects
£425 Tel: 01992 718 406 after Spm

INN AXIS/Akito/K9 Dealer set up. Includes
ixtras £225. NAD 402 tuner under guarantee.
ncludes expensive interconnects £95. Both mint.
\Iso speaker cables and connector bargains.
Nanted: Lingo. Tel: 01772791 147

[-YAC LINE Level integrated stereo valve
amplifier. 50 watts per channel, Class A from
KT88 output valves. As new £500. Tel: 01795
§36 269

QUAD SYSTEM, comprises 44 control unit, 2 x 405
Mkl power amps. Configured for bi-amp
aperation. FM4 tuner. All in classic bronze finish.
Boxes, manuals, all in good condition with
pedestal szand £500. Tel: 0161 688 0152 after
Tpm

HEADROOM HEADPHONE amp with More Power
unit, image processor, one of the best £230.
Tannoy D500, rosewood £750; 3 Seismic Sinks
£80 each. Sony (D-Player 337 ES, huge and
heavy £80, 4 pairs of Cable Talk Monitor 2
interconmects £25 each. Naim NAC 5, 4 x 5m
€50. Tel: Hichael 0171 937 7935

YINTAGE QUAD Electrostatic speaker. Quad twin
amplfiers. Quad control unit. Quad FM tuner.
Quad AM <uner. Garrard 401 with SME tone arm
complete in cabinet. Offers. Tel: 01483 503 154

ROYD PRIOR speakers in walnut. Unmarked
condition. Tel: 01908 510 838 (Mifton Keynes)

QUAD ESLO3 (1988) £1500. Quad CDT7 (grey)
£650. Quad FM4 £275. Quad 44 (grey) £250.
Quad 306 £350. Linn Keilidh active system,
complete (new & guaranteed) £2250. Revox B77
high speed 1/2 track £650. Arcam Alpha 8
(unused) £290. Naim 72/140 (very latest) £900.
Tel: 01952 502 097

QUAD ESL 57's, rebuilt with new internal wiring,
components and new dust covers, on good
quality stands. Superb sound, audition essential
to appreciate £500. Tel: 01780 764 149 anytime

XU0 4.1 DIGITAL leads .5 and .75 metre. KLO
1.1 analogue interconnects .5 metre. Nutrik

Profi analogue interconnect .75 metre.
Meridian 562 D-A converter, plus others Tel:
0865 450 822 (Oxford)

QUAD 34-303 as new in boxes + books and
cables £200. Thorens TD 160 Mk4 with SE
3609 amm and Shure ML 140 HE cartridge as new
£L65. Tel: Steve 01203 544 626

SQNUS FABER Grand Piano’s, brand new, £1750.
Concerto’s with stands £850. LPI2
Velhala/Syrinx PU2 £475. Hafler DH200 power
amp £350. Leak Troughline Stereo 30 + console
£200. Luxman T88Y tuner £100. Audio Alchemy
DDE v1.0/Power Station 2 £350. All ‘spot on”.
Tel: 01273 607 068

HI-Fi WORLD

QUAD 77 Carbon amp mint £450 ono. Linn
Sondek black ash, Ekos MklI, Lingo, Karma,
boxed, new lid, bargain £1500 . Acoustic Energy
AEI's, new drivers, gloss black, dedicated stands
£650. Linn Kabers, black ash, mint £600.
Atacama SE 24's £45. Tel: jules 01792 280 061

MARTIN BASTIN Garrard 301, Tim de Paravicim
‘H-bracket’, beautiful cherry, SME 3009/11
serviced, rewired with vdH tone arm leads, SME
FD200 fluid damper. Pickering XV15/625E
cartridge spare styli. Superb sound and looks.
Cost £1055. Price £575. Tel: 61203 713 501
eves

QUAD COMPLETE valve stereo system. Quad
N/22/IM1 w. decoder/ESL in mint condition.
Yery late ESL's ca. 1979. Tuner and ESL recently
serviced by Quad. Very pleasant system. Price
£895. Very heavy, spiked MAF stands for ESL and
spare new GEC KT66 valves also available. Tel:
01203 713 501 eves

GARRARD 301 chassis. Mint to very good
condition. Greased bearings: Silver Grey £350,
Cream £250. Oiled bearings: Cream £150-175.
SME 3009 and 3012 arms £50-75 & £175
respectively. Shure VI5H £35. Garrard
401/Decca FFSS in teak plinth £150. Tel: 01203
T13 501 eves

LEAK STEREQ 20 gold as new and in collectable
condition £350. Leak TL12+ gold pair, almost
oniginal condition and with Leak preamp £195.
Leak Troughline 3 stereo £50. Garrard 401
chassis as new £105. Tel: 01203 713 501 eves

COMPLETE QUAD valve based stereo system
comprising of Quad 11/22/F41 (no decoder)/ESL
(bronze). Yery good condition and sound. Price
£755. Tel: 01203 713 501 eves.

REGA 9, Exact cartridge, immaculate £1000.
Teac YRDS 10 SE £600. Exposure Super 15 MM
£600. Epos ESI2's, light cherry, with stands
£470. Record storage rack, holds 675 LP’s £100.
Tel: 0385 765 127

MICROMEGA STAGE | £270. DPA Little Bit Three
£230. Pioneer Laser Disc player 1950 £300. DPA
integrated amp £350. Creek T40 tuner £120.
Tel: 0385 765 727

EPOS ES25's, Black £1100. Marantz (D63SE
£250. Audio Alchemy D.L.T.B. £140. Rogers
Studio 3's, rosewood with stands £300. Five tier

custom design rack, glass shelves £125. Tel:
01813118986

QUAD M4, silver fascia, mint and boxed with
manual £250. Stax Lambda Nova Basic, mint
and boxed £300. Meridian MSR remote £40. |BL
L20T monitors with Foundation stands £170.
Tel: 01793 526 796

MISSION 752F Speakers, boxed as new £385 ono.
Arcam Alpha § Plus €D player £240 ono. Tel:
Yusuf on (Mobile) 0976 233 994 or (home)
01293 530 254

WADIA 8/15 Transport/DAC, digital volume
control, mint, boxed £2995 (£7500 new). Jeff
Rowland Model SSE bafanced, Kimber Silver
wired, latest TZ spec, mint, crated £2450 (£7500
new) Tel: 01449 676 335

NAIM NAC 72K, Hi-Cap, NAP 250 £1600. NAP
140 £400. All vgc new style, boxed. Tel: P. Allen
01903 893 352 (W. Sussex)

B&W (DM2 Loudspeakers. Absolutely mint
condition £220. Atacama stands, 21 inch, mint
£40.Tel: 01494 525 618

AUDIO INNOYATIONS Series 200 separates, ideal
introduction to valve amplification, EL84 output
stage, quality MM phono stage, new valves, mint
condition £470. Quad 22 with stereo cables £50.
Tel: 01834 860 681

MARANTZ €D 10, cost £1250, sell £700 ono.
Stemfoort/Sugden SF100 amplifier, cost £850,
sell £600 ono. ProAc Response One’s (special
finish - Burr Oak) cost £1200, sell £800. Target
stands, cost £350, sell £175 ono. Target ‘TS’
stand with solid marble shelving, cost £375, sell
£175. All units are immaculate with original
packing and boxes. Tel: 0131 228 9501

MUSICAL FIDELITY 34 pre-amp £250. Arcam
Alpha 5 Plus CD & amp £330. Thorens TD160-
Super £150. 2 Nakamichi ¢/deck €275 & £215.
Audiolab 8000-DAC £450. All in excellent
condition (instruction manuals) KEF 104/2 or
105/3 rosewood speaker wanted. Tek: 0121 326
8083 (Birmingham)

ARCAM POWER amplifier £280. 4 months old.
Tannoy M20 speakers + JPW MS2 Epos style

stands £60 immaculate, very clean deep bass.
Albarry AP3 pre-amp £70. Tel: Martin 0171
690 9445

PINK TRIANGLE Anniversary, SHE ¥, mint
£1750. Sonus Faber Minima Amators, iron
wood stands, mint £1600. Copland €S14
integrated amp, | yr old, mint £800. Audio
Innovations 500 integrated amp €400 ono.
Tel: 01932 225 089 after 6pm. Mabile 0976
241 092

NAKAMICHI CASSETTE Decks: 582/581/480
£300/200/120. Aiwa 6900 ¢/deck £150. Power
amp NAD 902 new £150. Russian valve amp new
£500. Luxman L-3 amp/T-112 tuner £180, Trio
KT-1000 tuner £300. Tel: 01494 721 274
(Amersham, Bucks)

LEAK TROUGHLINE 11 with Tim Paravacini
HEW decoder. Both aligned by Leak time

served tuner specialist. £325 for this
distinguished equipment. Tel: 01203 679 165

ARCAM 5 €D Player £130 ono mint condition.
Marantz SD45I cassette player £90 ono. Audio
Innovation Alto amplifier £130 ono. Both little
used. Tel: 01934 624 404

LINN/NAIM; Black LP12, Cirkus, Naim
Armageddon, Ekos, Klyde (£3650), recently
serviced £1550. NAC 82 £1300; Hi-Cap £450;
NAP 250 £950; SBL's, black, passive £1050. All
mint, boxed. Tel: Jon 0131 226 2279 evenings,
0131 650 2920 days.

PINK TRIANGLE Da Capo DAC with 1307 filter
{Analoguey). Tremendous bass and detail. Very
good condition, boxed. Bargain at £595 ono.
Tel/Message John 01865 862 745 (Oxon)
anytime

LOWTHER ACOUSTAS with PM6A drive units
£395. QLN Splitfield Signature speakers and
stands, less than 12 months old £800. Sony
(D101 Compact Disc pfayer with remote, boxed,
offers. Tel: 01332 875 828

NAIM AUDIO Nait3 £350, Nait3R remote £500,
92/90.3 £550, 92R/90.3 remote £750. Hicap
unused £550, Nap250 new style £900, old style
£600, Credo cherry £650, mostly boxed as new.
Tel: 0181 995 6451

CASTLE/EPOS. Howard $2, mahogany, cost
£1200, boxed, mint, £650. Avon rosewood, cost
£850, boxed, virtually unused £550. ES22, light
cherry, cost £1100, boxed mint £690. Tel: 0181
995 6451

WANTED: AUDIO Synthesis DAX . For Sale: Very
rare Quad | amplifier, circa 1948 with matching
preamp. Quad mono preamp with Quad Il
amplifier. Mono FM tuner. Leak Troughline I
tuner, Sugden Connoisseur 3 speed variable
deck. Garrard 401 SME 5009 V15, 2 Goodmans
Axiom 300's. Sensible offers. Tel: 01745 331 681

FOR SALE: Garrard 301 ‘Lockwood" plinth/cover,
SME 3009/Denon 110, original instructions,
perfect £250. Target PSW1 shelf to suit Garrard
£30. Wanted: Mana wall shelf. Tel: 0151 632
3790 (Wirral)

WANTED: QUAD 67 CD Player. Tek: 0181 529
3930

MONITOR AUDIO R852 MD speakers, walnut
finish, little used, immaculate condition, boxed
with manual £200. Can demonstrate. Tel: 01282
450 471

NAKAMICHI CR3E Cassette deck. Recently
serviced. Excellent condition. Sull the best!
£150. Meridian 500/563. Mint, boxed with
manuals. Cost £2050, accept £1195. Tel: Paul
01733 892261

PROCEED €D Drive transport. Proceed DAP
DAC with HDCD filter {by Mark Levinson)
£1600 each. Earmax valve h/phone amp

£295. Sennheiser HD 580 Jubilee phones
£100. HD 535 phones £50. Alt mint/boxed.
No offers. Tel: 0181 367 9738

THORENS TD 1608 SME Arm £150. Quad 33 pre-
amp £50: Tel: 01603 810 904 (Norwich)

DECEMBER 1997
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Sound 8 Vuion

71 HIGH STREET, NEW MALDEN,
SURREY, KT3 4BT. ENGLAND.
TEL: 0181 336 0012
FAX: 0181 336 2703

FULL DEMONSTRATION FACILITIES AVAILABLE FOR...
® ATC @ AVI ® AURA @ ALCHEMIST @

B&W @ CABLE TALK ® CASTLE @ CHORD @ DPA @
® EXPOSURE @ HARBETH @ HARMAN KARDON @
JAMO CONCERT @ JBL @ LINN @ MARANTZ @
MICHELL @ MARK LEVINSON @ McINTOSH @
MUSICAL FIDELITY @ NORDOST @
PIONEER incl. PRECISION @ PROCEED @
PROJECT @ REL ® RUARK @ SENNHEISER @
SONY @ SYSTEMDEK @ TANNOQY incl. PRESTIGE @
TEAC @ TDL @ TECHNICS @

AND MANY MORE
CLEARANCE BARGAINS

WAS NOW
ATC SCM20T ROSEWOOD £2650 £1999
B&W P6 £1095 £ 849
B&W PB100/JBL TLX AV5 £ 725 £ 549
McINTOSH C712 PRE £1500 POA
McINTOSH M.C.7100 POWER £1400 POA
McINTOSH MC150 POWER £3200 POA
MUSICAL FIDELITY E101 £ 500 £ 399
MUSICAL FIDELITY E60 CDP £ 300 £ 289
PIONEER A400X £ 300 £ 245
PIONEER 605R £ 400 3285
PIONEER PDS904 £ 400 £ 325
REGA ELA S/H £ 550 £ 249
TANNOY 637 R/W £ 550 £ 425
TEAC VRDS 10 se £ 850 £ 679
TEAK VRDSTI/DTH £1050 £ 849
TDOL T LINE 3 R'wW £ 750 £ 499

____MARK LEVINSON |

——

EXPERIENCE SUPERB MUSIC REPRODUCTION

UNIQUELY
DEMONSTRATING
THE
BREATHTAKING
TANNOY
WESTMINISTER
ROYAL

CALL INTO OUR
SHOWROOMS OR USE OUR

WORLDWIDE MAIL ORDER
SERVICE

ﬂ DECEMBER 1997

TEL: 01283 702875
9am- Jpm
INCLUDING SUNDAYS

IAN HARRISON HI-FI

TRADE IN YOUR OLD MOVING COIL CARTRIDGE & SAVE UP TO 45% OFF THE RRP.

CARTRIDGES & STYLI  TONEARMS  CASSETTE DECKS COMPACT DISC

DENON PIONEER PIONEER
SHURE SRAOAESAN TE?\C TEAC
AUDIO TECHNICA o SONY SONY
GOLDRING 7 DENON DENON
AUDIOQUEST YAMAHA YAMAHA
TRANSFIGURATION MARANTZ MARANTZ

LONDON (DECCA) QUAD
ARCAM

PHILIPS

TASCAM

SME CREEK

B PIONEER TUNERS

B&O STRATOSPHERE

TECHNICS TEAC

ROKSAN TASCAM SONY

VAN DEN HUL SONY DENON
PIONEER

ORTOFON FOSTEX

YAMAHA
MARANTZ

alld]

FURNITURE  MINI DISC

QUAD
%_\gBETH APOLLO SONY PHILIPS
QUAD g?CL)JJr\!JEE()TSTYLE GOR AMPLIFIERS
SO SOUND QUAD
ROYD ORGANSATION | PIONEER DENON
MARANTZ

REEL-REEL PIONEER

(G YAMAHA

SENNRHEISER SONIC LINK ?’LLSJCD/EEA MARANTZ
SONY AU UEST PHILIPS
AKG AUDIO-TECHNICA & OTHERS
GRADO VAN DEN HUL ALL GOODS ARE BRAND NEW & BOXED
AUDIO- GOLDRING WITH FULL U.K. GUARANTEES. NO
TECHNICA EX/DEM OR EX DISPLAY GOODS. NO

s GREY IMPORTS.

PLEASE PHONE TO CONFIRM PRICE & AVAILABILITY PRIOR TO ORDERING. GOODS
ARE NOT SUPPLIED ON APPROVAL. SORRY, NO GENERAL CATALOGUES. PLEASE
PHONE OR WRITE FOR SPECIFIC REVIEWS, BROCHURES OR PRICES.

MAIL ORDER ONLY FROM; IAN HARRISON, 7 MILL HILL, REPTON,
DERBY, DE6S 6GQ. TEL: 01283 702875. 9am - 9pm INCLUDING SUNDAYS.

f TC \ 7X CABLES
ILLUSION GALORE
23 Langley Broom ) AND A
’llir:lflt()()i‘;;;:};;;?s;f stj\BX (01753) 772532 WHOLE
-6y Mo Sty aopinmens ) LOT MORE

* Mall Order Service * Export Facilities : * All Major Credit Cards Accepted

PRICES NEVER TO BE REPEATED
***BARGAIN OF THE MONTH***

MARK LEVINSON No. 27.5 Power Amplifier
Still under Warranty, as new - **SAVE £2.200** - call now
Cost New £5,400  Sale Price £3,200***

NEW SALE |
A few hours use  £4300  £3150
ExDemo £ 700 £495

Audip Research LS22 Linestage Preamplifier
Acuirus A 150 150w Stereo Power Amplifier
Mark Levinson No. 27.5 Power Amplifier -
Still under warranty - As new S/Hand £5400 £3200 |

Alchemist ~ The Alchemist” 200wpC Power Amplifier  Littleuse - As new £4000  £2995

| Infinity [RS Sigma Ribbon Hybnd Loudspeakers - A few hours use - As new £6080  £4995
M-290 2-way Audiophile Compact Monitors
MI-s1 3-Way, 6-Driver Bipolar Loudspeakers - the Ultimate
MS5-si 2-Way, 4-Driver Bipolar Radiators
Transparent Cables
PDL 1.0M 75 ohm digital Interconnect

| MLP 1.0M Interconnect
MLP 2.0M Interconnect Balunced
AES 1.0M Balanced Digital Interconnect
BMLP 1.0M Balanced Interconnect
BMLP 2.0M Batanced Imerconnect
MWP 6 0M Speaker Cable ( 2 pairs available - price per pair)
TW 3.3M Speaker Cable
Silzech Cabies
HF6 0 5M 75 ohm Digital Interconnect

Ex.Demo £ 400 £ 249
ExDemo  £6000  £3250
Ex.Demo  £2000 £1495

Ex Demo £200 £130
Ex Demo £200 £130
ExDemo  £260 £168
Ex Demo £ 300 £195
ExDemo  £430 £278
ExDemo £512 £33
ExDemo £712  £462
ExDemo £130 £ 84

ExDemo £100 £ 65 |
£150_j

{__HF8 LLOM 75 ohm Digital Imerconnect Ex Demo  £230
Information available on the following :- mg
urus
Classe — tudies (E}//l}//l/( wed - Indhi ”/)e.w'yn.f 3
RENAISSANCE AUDIO
KORA : MIRAGE
For your nearest steckist contact: AUDIO ILLUSION
HI-FI WORLD
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PRIVATE

SNELL TYPE K Loudspeakers. The originals. One
of the world’s most amazing small speakers.
Ultra transparent. Highly efficient and stupidly
loud. £200. Tel: 01608 684 694 eves.

LINN MIMIK CD Player, over 3 years
manufacturers warranty remaining. Best selling
player in its ciass. Mint, boxed £600 (£875) Dua®
(5505 record deck €80 ono. Both £640. Tel:
01904 627 437

CHORD CPA 2200 SPM600, new, boxed £2900.
Yan den Hut The First, The Second (balanced),
The Wind. All new €450. Tel: Dave 0171 209
1468

LINN [TTOK With Karma cartridge €150. Large
quantity of valves. Some very old, includes KT88,
GI34, EL34, EFB6, EBBCC, KT6L etc. €200 the
lot. Tel: 01794 516 910 Romsey

EPOS ES 11 (walnut) matching stands mint
boxed £300. Celestion Ditton 15XR new HF
units, vge €£60. Wanted: Monitor Audio MA4
speakers. Tel: 0116 273 6676 (Leic) after 6pm

LUMLEY REFERENCE 70 Valve amplifier £1200.
Audio Research LS3 preamp €1100. Troughline
stereo tuner £75. Quad valve FM2 £50. Studio
12 decoder £20. Quad 303 €80. Tandberg TCD
440A cassette £75. Tel: 01279 832 883

NAKAMICH! BX300 3 head, dual capstan, pitch
control, mint condition, recent Nakamichi
service €350. Audio Aichemy DDEv I.1/Power
Station Two/DST (£820 new) €400. Pioneer
PD9700 mint £250. Tel: 0F71 286 3841
evenings

QUAD ESL 57 Electrostatic speakers. Bronze,
manual, Quad serviced, unmarked mint
condition €375. Quad 33, 303, FM3 boxed,
manuals, recent Quad service, mint condition
£250. Tel: 01639 641 043

NAITM/LINN/MANA
BUY/SELL ALL ITEMS
e.g. 52, (DS, SCAP, SNAXO, HICAP, NAXO, 135,

250, SBL, IBL, 180, 140, 72, 32, MANA etc
TEL: BOB 01382 819 732

Y.R.R. has a number of ex-dem Ikon Single Ended
Integrated amplifiers for sale at substantially
reduced prices. Leak and Quad amplifiers also
avaifable. Tel: Peter 01342 712 653 for details

TECHNICS SP1O MUl £380. Technics SLP1200 (D
£450. ENT 948 €650. Studer A8 VU £900.
Studer B62 VU £700. Revox BTTHS £650. Revox
BT7 4T £550. Studer ATI0 £650. Studer B4
€650, Studer (37 €1600. Tel: 01246 235 024

VENEERING SERVICE for DIY Speakers and Plinths.
Your choice of veneer. High Quality Work
Guaranteed. Good Prices. Also Hardwood decor
panels for Amps etc. Tel: P & | Design on 01424
715 692

HI-FI WORLD

LINN SONDEK LP12 with Linn Akito arm. Linn
KI8 Mk stylus. Mission 751 speakers & Aura
Evalution YA 100 Mk2 amplifier. Price £1200 No
offers, all to be sold as one unit. Tel: 03788
44413 day, 01604 402 856 evenings

NAIM HI-CAP New style, boxed, perfect £450.
Tel: 01675 442 567

ARCAM ALPHA CD Player £150. Mission (D DAC
full differential bitstream converter £120. Naim
NAC 32 pre-amp £100. Quad FM2 £60. Creek
4140 52 amplifier €80. Revolver turntable,
Mission arm, Shure cartridge £100. Canon $50
speakers £150. Above as new. Tel: 0181 406
4460 (Croydon)

PM COMPONENTS VAA-70 MkIl Valve power amp,
volume control allows D direct, 20W/channel.
This kit amplifier was built and tested by PM.
Was £250. Now £220 due to timewaster (£300
new as kit) Tel: Robbie 01332 831 416
{evening) (Derby)

AUDIONOTE *0TO" Integrated valve amp, MM
phono €525 ono. TDL 0.75m speakers, walnut
with floor plinths €425 ono (£825 new). Both
mint, upgrading. Tel: Bob 01420 544 962
{Hants)

ENSEMBLE REFERENCE Siver loudspeakers.
Superb sound and imaging. Mint condition,
barely 6 months old. Reason for sale:

upgrading to Primadonnas. RRP £4500,
€2250. Tel: Chris 01892 824 651 eves or
0370 920 040 anytime

SUGDEN AU41C Preamp and AU4IP poweramp
£450. AU48A Class A/B 50W amp €50, DT48
tuner €50. ProAc Super Tablette bookshelf
speakers with custom Target stands £300. Tel:
0171372 3650 after Tpm

BUY-SELL-EXCHANGE Vintage wireless and
classical audio. Repairs, spares, restoration,
modification to all valve equipment. Quad Il,
Leaks etc. Visit us for collectable audio gifts. 17
Bell Street, NW1I 5BY. Tel: 0171 258 3448 Fax
0171258 3449

QUALITY EX DEM and Used Hi-Fi. Alf boxed as
new. Please ring for sales list. Also equipment
from Myryad, Creek, LFO, Audio Analogue, M.T.

and more.
Tel: Brian 01634 681 233
INFLUX AUDIO

HALCYON SYSTEMS Class A Mono-Bloc Amplifier 60
watt £495 ea. Passive Pre-Amplifier £299 ea.
Two Way Horn Loaded Loudspeaker, Horn
Loaded A.B.R. System Bi-Wireable £599 pair.
Necromancer Two Way Ported Loudspeaker With
Ribbon Tweeter Bi-Wireable €899 pair. Tel/Fax
01903 716 209

MICROMEGA STAGE 2 (D player €350, Shearne
Phase 2 Mk2 Int amplifier €375, Rogers Studio
IA loudspeakers £350, Nec A¥27( surround
sound processor €100. All very good condition.
Tel: 01225 790 620 (Wilts)

COUNTERPOINT SA220 Power amp, hybrid
valve/mosfet, 220 watts per channel and rated
deep, deep down to | ohm and will drive any
speaker without fuss & nonsense. Just re-valved,
manuals, boxed, superb £1195 (£3200) Tel:
01733310819 (day) 01733 892 228 (eve)

NAIM NAC 92.3 pre amp £300. DPA Renaissance
(D player, as new £750 boxed etc. Marston
Audio Silhouette DAC, new £600. XLO Type 0.1
interconnect | mer (rrp €180) €100 as new. XLO
Type | interconnect | mtr {rrp €275) €190 as
new. Black Sixteen seven foot 6™ £180. ATC SCM
20's mint on stands £800. Tel: Jules 01792 280
06t

FOR SALE, Sugden AU41P power amp 100wch,
mint boxed €390. Mission 753 black ash,
excellent, boxed €£350. Tel: 0137) 850 665
(Essex)

PINK TRIANGLE PTO0 with outboard power
supply, superb Alphason Delta tonearm and
several quality unused cartridges, with Sound
Organisation table only €395 for quick sale. Tel:
0171 730 1614 dayoime

AUDIO RESEARCH Pre-amp SP8 MkIl boxed, mint
£900. Linn Sondek LP12, walnut, mint. lttok LYII
arm, Decca Super Gold cartridge, mint £650. Tel:
0181946 8179

WILSON WATT IIL. Puppy I1's £7000, Martin
Logan CLS #’s €2200, AR CLI20's €3750
Transparent Music Wave Ultra SC £1100. Al

first owner, mint condition. Tel: 0171 495
1220

MARK LEVINSON 28/29 pre/power, balanced,
boxed, instructions €3700. Proceed
PDT2/PDP2 boxed, instructions £2500.
Nakamichi Dragon, boxed, instructions €1200.
Naim SBL loudspeakers €750. Naim 135

monoblocks {new style) £1500. Naim 62/HiCap
old style £600. Naim 180 power amp (4
months old) €750. P/X taken on all of the
above. Tel: 01844 260 182/0973 233 380.

Fax: 01844 260 182

MIRAGE BIPOLAR Speakers at XDemo prices. M5si
RRP €1995 (€1395) M1090, RRP £1295 (£995),
BPS 150 RRP £799 (£599), MBS 2 RRP £599
(£€399), MC2 RRP €499 (£349). Tel: Marlow
01628 440 637

QUALITY HI-Fi and Pro-Logic equipment bought,
sold, P/Ex, inc Naim, Kef, Audiolab, Mission,
Monitor Audio, Linn. Tel: 01844 260 82 or 0973
133 380 (Oxon)

KRELL KSAS05 £2000 (£3800) KRC2 £2200
(£4200). Theta Data Basic transport £1000
{€2000), Theta Pro Prime 2 DAC £1000 (£1800),
Monitor Audio Studio 50 special finish £2250
(£5000). A immaculate condition. Tel: 01797
253 073 (East Sussex)

MANA ACOUSTICS Sound Shelf, boxed and in Al
condition £120. Tel: 01904 490796 (York)

BILL BEARD BBIOI remote control line level
valve amplifier. Beautiful two box design,
finished in wood and brass. Very desirable and in
pristine condition. Boxed. Tel: 01443 685 492

CHORD COMPANY Flatline Gold 2 x 5m twin bi-
wire speaker cables €75, (Less than half price).
Tel: Paul 01603 261 358

ACOUSTIC PRECISION “EIKOS® CD player, 4
months old £1400. Mordaunt Short Performance
860 speakers, brand new £1480. Avondale Naim
140°s €700 pair. Tel: Mike 01633 430 036

LINN SONDEK LP12 {walnut), Lingo, Cirkus, Ekos
1, 0C7. Absolutely mint €1400 or sensible offer.
Full active Linn Kaber system. Interested? Ring
for details, may split. Tel: 01787 462 940 (N.
Essex)

HITACH) DA-1000 CD Player wanted. Service
manual and similar upright players will also be
of interest. Tel: 01582 419 154 (Luton)

NAIM NAC 72 Pre-amp, NAP 140 power amp, N &
K phonoboards (all boxed) £700. Royd Abbot
speakers, immaculate condition £350. Tel:
01282 439334

WANTED: MISSION Cyrus | or | integrated
amplifiers. Metal cased versions. Must be in good
condition and perfect working order. Cyrus lll's
also considered. Tek: 0181 452 1452 (evenings)

TRADE ADVERTISER

YOU WON'T Find Quasimodo in The Tower, but
you will find The Audio File Objective at 37 Tower
Centre, Hoddesdon, Herts, On The A10. New,
XDisplay and Pre Owned Goods. Free Parking. Hi-
Fi Purchased. Tel: 01992 478 666

WANTED - EARLY HI-FI
LOUDSPEAKERS
Tannoy, Lowther, Parmeko, Yoigt, Yitavox, RCA
WE etc
TURNTABLES
Garrard, BBC301, EMT SHE, Ortofon, Decca, etc.
VALVE AMPLIFIERS

AEL, EM!, Leak, Rogers, PYE- Quad, WE etc
AUDIO YALVES
DA30, KT66, K188, PX4,PX25, PP3/350,'WE3Q
CLEAR CRYSTAL SYSTEMS
John Petrie-Baker
Tel: 0171 328 9275
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HI-FI WORLD CLASSIFIED ADS ORDER FORM

Dealers must not advertise in the Private Classified section. Monthly consecutive insertions
will be considered Trade advertising. The Publisher reserves the right to judge submissions
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E Hi-Fi WORLD CLASSIFIED ADS ORDER FORM
: Please type or write your advertisement copy in block capitals . Use a separate sheet of paper and return with this completed form.
I
|
m i RATES Name
|
|
u E Maximum fength per advert is 30 words, each additional word is 50p | | Address
N I exa Telephone and modef numbers are treated as sne word
|
i = —
1 MAGAZINE
1| Private £10 per month Post code Daytime Tel. No
i| Private £15 per 2 months
) . .
: Private, Boxed £15 per month I enclose cheque/postal order for £ Made payable to Audio Publishing Ltd.
m || Private, Boxed £20 per 2 months
ol |Trader £10 per month Please debit my VISA/MASTERCARD card No. Expiry Date_
1| Trader, Boxed £15 per month
(!
i
°HEm MAGAZINE & INTERNET
oo For office use only
: Private with Internet £15 per month
|| Private with Internet £17.50 per 2 months Ref:
1| Private, Boxed with Internet  £22.50 per month
¢| Private, Boxed with Internet ~ £25.00 per 2 months Send this form together with your payment to:
H Trader Internet £15 per month Hi-Fi World Classified Ads., Audio Publishing Ltd.,
i Trader, Boxed, with Internet  £22.50 per month 64 Castellain Road, London, W9 IEX
&
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113,134
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Diverse Music

English Analogue 111
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General Trading Co 108

Grandix 136
Gretton Audio 40
Heatherdale 117
Hi-Cam 123
Hi-Fi Co (The) 124
Hi-Fi Corner 106
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ILTM. 18
Ian Edwards 118
Ian Harrison 136
Jem Distribution 118
Kef 71
Kef IFC
L.ED. 94
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Loricraft 123
Mantra Audio 126

Marston Audio Kit 22
Michell Engineering 30

Midland Audio

Exchange 86, 122
Mission OBC
Musical Fidelity 8
Musical Images 16
Musonic 108
NAD 14

No Name Acoustics 22
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Origin Live 116
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Oxford Audio

Consultants 115
Papworth Audio 104
Power Plant 115
Prime Design IBC
Progressive Audio 115
Pure Sounds 104
R.J.F. 111
Replay Audio 76
Ringmat 48
Select Audio 126
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Signals 128

Slate Audio 99
Sonic Frontiers 117
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Sound Image 94

Sounds Connections 76
Sounds Expensive 134
Sounds Of Music 54
Sounds Perfection 30
Southcoast Speakers 111
Spectra Dymanics 130

Sugden 60
Teac 10
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Trichord 94
Try Me & See 101
Valdis Amplifers 68
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A-100 Integrated Amplifier

A 100 WPC

into 8 Ohms New
mproved
A 180 WPC Optimised
into 4 Ohms IMK2Z Des.gn

A Integrated/ Pre/

Power Amp/ AV nrode

® RR.P. £950
Factory Direct Price
ONLY £600

P-150 Power Amplifier

A 150 WPC .. Deal Direct with the manufacturer
into 8 Ohms New R 3 o "

o 30w Mprosed and enjoy factory direct savings
into 4 ©hms VX2 Design /

& 450 WPC o SAVE 30/50%  NO DEALER MARGINS
Bridged into 8 ohms

. ’F‘;’;‘(’;r‘f’g?fe L pice e 28 DAY MONEYBACK GUARANTEE'
ONLY £600

A Stereo Power
A Bi-Ampable

A Bridgeable
as monoblocks

A Ultra Fast

A Ultra Low
Distortion

A Complimentary
A Expandable

A Future proof

A Modular Concept

A Integrate for
Hi-Fi or AYV

A Suitabie for
Daisy chaining

A Built to out
perform the
competition

A-100 Construction

» 500 W Power
Supply

» 80,000 uf
Capacitance

» Hand Matched
30 Mhz Devices

16

» Audiophile Grade
Components

» 2Line Outs fcr
External Devices

» QOptional Phono
stage available

» Full Electrical
Protection

» Frequency Response
f]37,58/0 lepo

P-150 Construction

P 625 W'Power
Supply

» 120,000 uf
Capacitance

» Hand Matched
30 Mhz Devices

» Frequency Response
16 f137,58’0 Mzp

» Audiophile Grade
Components

» Suitable for Bi/
Tri/f Quad Amping

» Full Electrical
Protection

" Superior Performance

/" Superior Value & Service
v Superior Products

/" Quantity Discounts

Audition Prime Design in the comfort of your own home for 28 days, with your
music, and no hovering salesman. If you'ne not absolutely delighted, then simply
return the goods for a refund. All products come with our 12 month,

fully comprehensive warranty, covering parts & labour.

Buy with complete peace of mind and deal direct with the manufacturer.

We believe in simplicity, elegance and superior performance, combined with
value for money that cannot be ignored. Prime Design‘s
philosophies are simple - we believe in being honest to our customers.

We spare absofutely no costs, and offer truly superior performance and value to
you, in whatever we do. That's it plain and simple ! The end result is clear - we
out perform our competitors by a considerabie distance. Just take a look inside

their amplifiers and you'll see exactly what we mean. We are able to give you so

much more for your money, because you're not going through a middle man,
{who is adding his mark up).

We over engineer and refine our designs, in order to bring about a lucid,
accurate and tonally correct presentation, that is highly detailed yet easy to
listen to.

Prime Design amplifiers utilise our own proprietary circuitry, which employ
massive power supplies (for lots of clean power), banks of capacitors (for a
tighter bass), hand matched ultra fast output devices (for exceptionally low
distortion), and huge heatsinks {(enabling safe high power delivery, and stable
operation). This allows a completely linear frequency response.

We offer you a truly superior sounding component, with logical expansion, and
upgradeability already designed in. We also believe that music should be
enjoyed over a lifetime, and that is why we build our products to last that long.

By dealing direct with the manufacturer, we are pleased to offer you a level of
service that others merely envy. Our optional five year warranty includes
collection and delivery, should anything go wrong.

All you need to do is call us, and we'll take care of everything.

These new improved Mk 2 versions have taken the export market by storm, and
are available to you factory direct at a great saving. We are so confident that
our amplifiers will out perform the competition, that we'll even back it up with
our exclusive moneyback guarantee. Call us and order now, as you've got
nothing to lose, but everything to gain.

Optional Upgrades Available - Very Heavy Duty Monster Mains cable
- Special Opti speaker cables

- Optional Gold Warranty available

- Additional Extended Warranties available upto 5 years

Please enquire when ordering for additional options

Package deals available on several amps ordered at the same time.
Please call us with your exact requirements for the best deal

For colour leaflets, specifications, etc - please call Prime Design

IPRIHEJ\A'

There can be only one ...

We accept Access/Visa/Switch/Delta’Mastercard

28 Day Moneyback Guarantee

* Damaged Goods are not refundable in full (Discretionary)
* Carriage costs are not refundable

Designed & Manufactured by
PRIME DESIGN, UNITS 2/6, 170 DEANS LANE, EDGWARE, MIDDX, HA8 9NT.
TELEPHONE 0181 906 0181 FACSIMILE 0181 959 5008
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- - g i Mission 750 LE

"Frankly, this one makes some of its
minimalist competition look overpriced." Wk Kok *

What Hi-Fi? April 1997

750 LE ‘

"Perfectly adapted to their task, they deliver
an extremely fine sound for very reasonable money" W W W % */f\

What Hi-F1? September 1997 .
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, For your nearest dealer please call:
- Mission Group, Huntingdon, PE18 6ED, England.
Tel: 01480 451777 Fax: 01480 432777 email: info@mission.co.uk http://www.mission.co.uk






