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The most important development And the box it
in sound reproduction for years. comes in.

oELESTION

The Faraday ring may look insignificant. But it's this tiny component that gives the A Series its huge dynamic range
By counteracting rising impedance in the voice coil, it allows more power into the tweeter. And with
more power going in, you get more power out.
Even the highest frequencies sing out loud and clear, making the A Series the ideal speakers for

the faithful reproduction of today’s digital music and film recordings.

The Faraday ring is just one of many small, but vitally important components that make
the new A Series so special. And there’s only one place good enough for it. The beautiful box

we put it in.

Celestion Consumer Division, Dept HFW 20, Eccleston Road, Tovil, Maidstene, Kent, ME15 BQP U.K. Tel: 01622 687442. Fax: 01622 687981
Celestion Industries Inc., 89 Doug Brown Way, Holliston, MA 01476, USA. Tel: 508 429 6706. Fax: 508 429 2426 ‘
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@ The Hungarian hi-fi company Etalon have their feet
in both the domestic and professional audio camps, and

it shows in their impressive PreAmpli line-level pre-
amp and Ampli power amp.

@ Pink Triangle have always gone their own way
when it comes to CD players, and the new £2000
Litaural is no exception. This innovation adds up to
superb sound.

@ Musical Fidelity have enjoyed a renaissance
recently with their X Series of components. The new

L7
n the sea of mediocrity that is the multitude of Midi or

MONTH'S WORLD

N

Mini systems across the land, there is a beacon of high-

fidelity hope shining out. It's name is modern budget hi-fi
and it's well represented in this issue with a bevy of
accomplished CD players. Hooked up to an amp like Denon'’s
PMA-250SE at £160 and Tannoy's £140 Mercury m2
loudspeakers, the best of them will form a superb system for
little more than £500 including stands and cables.

One of the cheapest upgrades that can be made to set-ups
like these is correct positioning. In spite of the restrictions
imposed by decor, there’s a lot that can be done. Moving your

Ell integrated amplifier shows they can do just as well

listening position and loudspeakers away from rear and side
with hi-fi of a more standard shape.

walls might give you less bass but you’ll get more of
everything else. Spending some time finding the right

@ What goes under your hi-fi has a big impact on ol o L
position for your hi-fi really is time well spent.

how it sounds. Some of the best platforms, built
around wood, granite, glass and steel, can be found in
this month's support group test.

Jon Marks, Editor

TEST EQUIPMENT @ Hi-Fi World has its own advanced test LISTENING ROOM
laboratory and acoustically treated listening (TREATED BY RPG ACOUSTIC TOOLS)
room. No other hi-fi magazine has the

benefit of such facilities.

@ Hi-Fi World has a dedicated in-house

team of experienced listeners, and uses

selected freelance professionals. We review

thoroughly by extensive auditioning, rather

than by quick-fire group listening tests.

@ Hi-Fi World’s engineering team designs a

wide range of products in-house. No other

hi-fi magazine is so expert and dedicated.

INTHE MARCH ISSVUE

March finds us rounding up a whole host of hi-fi's most stylish components in a special Style
Issue. These are just some of audio artworks to be exhibited:

MISSION 750 LE
LOUDSPEAKERS

You'd be forgiven for thinking these
classy stand mounters cost considerably
more than just £250, especially as they
use a high-tech Aerogel mid/bass driver
and silk-dome tweeter.

DENON TU-S10 TUNER

Are all tuners black boxes full of air?
Not all. Denon’s heavyweight AM/FM
TU-S10 is resplendent in its copper-
plated chassis and anodised fascia.

HI-FI WORLD

WILSON BENESCH FULL
CIRCLE RECORD DECK

Yes, it's that carbon-loving company
again, this time with their latest Circle
turntable with its carbon-fibre rod
suspension, 0.5 unipivot tone-arm and
Matrix cartridge.

UNISON RESEARCH SIMPLY
845 INTEGRATED VALVE
AMPLIFIER

The ltalians, especially Unison Research,
seem to have a knack of allying form

with function. In the 24W single-ended
Simply 845, cherrywood and steel
complement the sound quality this
company are renowned for.

SONY CDP-X3000ES CD
PLAYER

Sony's latest £500 CD player, with its
multiple filters that allow you to tune
the player to get the sound you prefer,
combines champagne-gold aluminium
with clear perspex for stunning good
looks.
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B&W CDM7 53
Got £1000 to splash out on a pair of high-tech
loudspeakers! Jon Marks samples B&WV's freshest
floor standers, the CDM7s.

CELESTION 12} 99
Leo Lam finds out if these little £120 Celestions
can outstrip their 'speaker peers.

COMPACT DISC

SUB-£250 CD PLAYER

GROUP TEST 12
Five hopefuls from Kenwood, Technics, Denon,
Cambridge Audio and Yamaha battle for digital
supremacy under £250. David Price referees.

PINK TRIANGLE LITAURAL 31
PT’s new single-box player weighs in at a hefty
£2100 but did it have Ketan Bharadia reaching
for his wallet?

Ay

ETALON PREAMPLI PRE-AMPLIFIER
AND AMPLI POWER AMPLIFIER 28
Jon Marks lends an ear to a pre/power
combination from Hungarian high-end
manufacturers Etalon.

MUSICAL FIDELITY EI | 37
It may be Musical Fidelity but this isn't one of the
X Series 'amps in a can'. Instead, the £300 E| |
integrated, with 78watts on tap, is a more
standard black box. Leo Lam samples MF's latest
arrival.

AMC 3050A 101
The current king of the budget amps is Denon’s
PMA-250SE. Dominic Todd wonders if AMC's
£170 3050A can knock it off the top spot.

DNM MICA MM CARTRIDGE 65
Based on Goldring's outstanding 1042 cartridge,
DNM's Mica promises much. Jon Marks puts
needle to groove.

WORLD VERDICT

OUTSTANDING - Superb sound,
" something we'd use ourselves.

GOOD - Has strong merit. Well
worth an audition.

ADEQUATE - Mediocre in several
areas. May be worth auditioning.

POOR - Seriously flawed. Not
worth considering.

HI-FI WORLD



NEXT ISSUE 3
Al the newest and best in hi-fi that we'll be filling
next issue’s pages with.

NEWS 7
I it’s information from the cutting edge of hi-fi
that you're after, this is where to look.

READERS’ LETTERS 42
Discover how to make your system sing with
letters from this month’s varied post-bag.

HI-Fl WORLD LIBRARY 50
If in-depth hi-fi knowledge is your goal, take a
look at our well-stocked library.

COLUMNS 55,61,67,70
Words of wisdom from Hi-Fi World's audiophile
sages.

SPECIALIST HI-FIl DEALERS 62
Save yourself the bitten nails and grey hairs that
component-matching anxiety brings - let the
experts do all the work for you.

MEET YOUR MAKER 66
Search for the source of all the equipment that
fills the homes of music-lovers and you'll find
these manufacturers.

WORLD AUDIO DESIGN 74
If the words ‘kit’ and ‘sonic satisfaction’ are high
on your list of priorities, home in on our in-
house goodies for the DIY-inclined.

DIAL-A-DEALER 89
The system of your dreams is just a phone call
away, courtesy of the dealers on these pages.

MEASURED PERFORMANCE I
Hi-Fi World’s electronic surgeons peer inside
this month’s hopefuls to check their vital signs.

MUSIC

ROCK AND POP
RECORD OF THE MONTH
Patti Smith, Peace And Noise

DANCE/AMBIENT
RECORD OF THE MONTH:
BBE, Games

JAZZ REVIEWS

CLASSICAL REVIEWS
RECORD OF THE MONTH:
Mendelssohn, Die Erste Walpurgisnacht

HI-FI WORLD

OLDE WORLDE 125
This month it's that BBC stalwart, the LS3/5a
loudspeaker in all its guises, that hogs the
limelight.

WORLD BUYING GUIDE 127
A thorough run-down of all the products we
would be happy to use ourselves, from the
budget to the not-so-budget.

READERS’ CLASSIFIEDS 131
With six pages to choose from, there are
bargains to suit every audiophile, from the
aspiring to the well-heeled.

ADVERTISERS’ INDEX 146
VITAL FOR VINYL 23

Our LP expert David Price reveals the best
ways to keep your precious vinyl in tip-top
condition.

WORLD OF WIRE 41
Ketan Bharadia lines up three £140+
interconnects with van den Hul's The First,
Purist Audio Design's Elementa and SonicLink's
Vermilion.

PLATFORM NOI 57
A firm foundation can make all the difference to
your component's sound. Jon Marks and Ketan
Bharadia audition five isolation platforms.

DESIGNER INTERVIEW 78
Douglas Floyd-Douglass meets David Mate, a
designer whose background covers both
domestic and professional hi-fi systems.

COMPETITION - PAGE 34

One lucky winner could be slotting Pink
Triangle's new £2100 Litaural CD player into
their system in this month’s competition.

'World Radio Histo
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The best
things in life
cost quite a
bit, actually.

Music is one of life’s great pleasures. But like caviar and
Champagne, the best never comes cheap.

Take KEF's legendary Reference Series. We set out to create
loudspeakers of unrivalled acoustic transparency - and in the pursuit
of perfection, price is a secondary consideration.

Nothing is allowed to compromise the purity of the recorded
signal. High-order crossovers are computer matched for seamless
integration. Internal wiring is oxygen-free copper, soldered by
hand. The baffles are mineral filled and contoured to minimise edge
diffractions. And before it leaves the craftsmen who build
it, every loudspeaker is rigorously tested against a calibrated
laboratory reference system.

Hence the flawless response. The astonishing lucidity. The
consummate musicality. Technical supremacy in a Savile Row suit.

Actually, they don’t seem expensive at all.

%g%/@nc& Jerdes

Sponsors of

.

Take it to the bridge

MODELS SHOWN ARE THE REFERENCE SERIES CrOMPRESING THE MCGIOEL Ore. MODEL. Two, MODEL T:vew AHD MOOEL Four, KEF AND UN-Q ARE REGISTERED TRADEMARKS UNKG PROTECTED UNDER GB PATENT 2 236829, US. PAT. NO. 5,548,657. WORLDWIDE PATENTS PENDING
FOR DETALS ON KEF REFERENCE SERIES PLEASE CONTACT KEF AUDIO (UK) LIWWED, DEPT HFW20, FREEPOST M1332. ECCLESTON ROAD, TOVIL, MAIDSTONE, KENT ME15 6B TELEPHONE (01622) 672261 WEBSITE hap./Mwww kel com
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While some of the sweetest sounds around still come from
[ 2inches of black vinyl, there's no doubting the commercial
supremacy of the digital beermat in these modern times.
According to figures published by the IFPI (the International
Federation of the Phonographic Industry), CD sales for the
first half of this year amounted to 64million albums.

CD's dominance is only going to be prolonged by the likes
of Philips' £500 CD-R/CD-RW recorder, the CDR 870. While
MiniDisc recorders are apparently selling well according to
sources in the retail trade, and Sony expect world-wide sales
of players to rise 140% over last year's total to 7million
(equivalent sales for CD players were 225million), MD seems Philips’ CDR 870 CD-R and CD-RW recorder.
to be stepping into cassette's boots, not CD's. With an almost
non-existent pre-recorded catalogue, MD poses little threat to
the abundant silver disc.

Audio-only DVD has yet to even appear on the scene as a
standardised pre-recorded disc that will play on any DVD
machine. With the computer industry driving development of e
re-recordable digital discs far faster than the audio industry,
and DVD video slow to go anywhere, a replay-only DVD
audio disc looks obsolete before it has even gone on sale.
Which leaves the field clear for CD as the main pre-recorded
and CD-R in conjunction with CD-RW as the main domestic
recordable digital formats.

Most music buyers are perfectly happy with the sound of Pioneer’s high-end DVL-9 DVD machine.
CD, and blank CD-R discs at around £3 each (and the price is
still falling) look a very tempting proposition for compilations
and recordings. As DVD tries to sort its act out, CD-R and
CD-RW are moving into the domestic digital recording
spotlight to stake an irresistible claim.
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RUARK'S NEW BABY
Following hard on the heels of the £7000 Excalibur floor stander, the Essex-based "speaker specialist Ruark has shifted its
attention to the affordable end of the market with the announcement of its new entry-level model the Epilogue. This stand
mounter features an MDF cabinet with |8mm thick sides and |5mm for the rest of the panel work.

The mid/bass driver is unusual as it features a 140mm paper cone which is cut into a pentagon rather than the standard
circle. According to Ruark this helps dissipate vibrations around the cone instead of reflecting them back to the centre. The
reduction in cone break-up is said to result in
a smoother frequency response and less
coloration. The tweeter is a |9mm fabric
dome unit which is ferrofluid cooled and
damped.

You can deck your Epilogue out with a
black centre wrap and a choice of lacquered
black or real wood veneers. The black version
costs £239 and the veneers are £30 extra.



It was 20 years ago today....

In November ‘77, the design team of Bob Stuart and Allen Boothroyd launched

their first Meridian product, an active loudspeaker of course!

Since then, Meridian Audio has continued to pioneer advanced audio design
in products such as the first high end CD player, the first CD transport,

the first DSP domestic loudspeaker, the first digital home theatre

and now, high end DVD.

Safeguard your investment, trust Meridian - the real leaders in audio and video

BOOTHROYD STUART

/VIERIDIAN

Meridian Audio Limited

Stonehill, Stukeley Meadows, Huntingdon, PE18 6ED
Tel (0) 1480 434334 Fax (0) 1480 432948
http://www.meridian-audio.com



AUDIOLAB ACCELERATE

The TAG/McLaren Group, well-known for their involvement
with Formula One motor racing, has acquired Cambridge
Systems Technology Ltd and the Audiolab brand name. A
newly-formed company called TAG Electronic Holdings Ltd
will now control both Cambridge Systems Technology and
TAG's electronics division, TAG Electronic Systems.

Philip Swift, managing director of Cambridge Systems
Technology Ltd, said of the change: "l am delighted to have
secured this opportunity to combine the expertise of our
companies. The increase in available resources, together with
the introduction of leading technology which has developed
within Formula One will clearly benefit all of our customers".

Blueprint is a new name established by
‘speaker specialists Keswick Audio to
concentrate on up-market. innovative
loudspeaker designs.

The Blueprint range consists of three
models at the moment. all of which are
claimed to offer high efficiency combined
with easy amplifier load characteristics.

At £1000 the Point | is the starter model.
It's a two-way design but features three drive
units: a 28mm silk-dome tweeter combined
with a | 70mm mid/bass unit and a 25mm
rear-firing super-tweeter. The latter operates
over a very narrow frequency band and ata
lower output level than the main tweeter.
Blueprint claim the result is a more natural
ambience to the music without any loss in image precision. An
angled baffle gives precise time alignment and sensitivity is
apparently 90dB.

The £1650 Point 2 is a true three-way 'speaker which adds
a side-firing 200mm woofer to the Point I's drive unit
complement. The top of the range Point 3 should be available
towards the middle of the year and is expected to cost in the
region of £3700. No more details are available as yet.

Blueprint Hi-Fi
Ferrybridge Workspace
Pontefract Road,
Ferrybridge,

West Yorkshire WFI11 8PL
Tel: 01977 671823

Primare. known for their elaborately engineered high-
end components, are looking to more budget
territory with the new Twenty series of components.

First arrivals are the A-20 integrated amplifier and
the D-20 CD player. The line-up will eventually
include an in-line phono stage, three loudspeakers, a
digital tuner and an AC-3 surround processor.

The £800 integrated amplifier is a dual-mono
design built around twin 120VA toroidal transformers
and 40,000uF of
reservoir
capacitance claimed
to deliver 60watts
of power. Extensive
use is made of
surface-mount
components which
shorten the signal
path and can offer
greater reliability.
Other facilities
include full remote
control and pre-
amplifier output
sockets so
bi-amping is possible
with the addition of an external power amp.

The CD player uses the latest version of Philips’
CDMI12.4 transport and a |-bit Delta Sigma DAC.
Special attention has been paid to the power supply
with two transformers providing isolated feeds to
the digital and analogue circuits. Once again surface-
mount components are preferred over their
standard counterparts. The D-20, like the A-20,
costs £800.

The Music Deslgn Cotripany
Woodsids Trading Estate

P hornws 10 n
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BEST DEOICATED HOME THEATRE
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HiFi, TV and Home
Cinema EqUipment+ can buy from 260 Dee 97|

(MiSieal A fas Clul el as

Musical Images
173 Station Road,
Edgware,
Middlesex HA8 7JX
Tel: 0181 952 5535
Edgware Branch
Musical Images
45 High Street,
Hounsiow,
Middlesex TW3 1RH

Tel: 0181 569 5802

Covent Garden Branch
Musical Images
18 Monmouth Street, -
Covent Garden, Beckenham Br. nc..
London WC2H 9HB - B Musical Images
Tel: 0171 497 1346 126 High Street,

Beckenham,
Kent BR3 1ED

Tel: 0181 663 3777
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Acoustic Energy B & W Citation Michell NHT Quall Sharp Technics
Aiwa Barco Cyrus Micromega Onkyo Quadraspire Shure Thorens
Akai Projectors Dali Mission Ortofon RCF Projectors SME Toshiba
Alchemist Beyer Dynamic Definitive MIT Orelle REL Sony Trickord
Alphason ose Denon Mitsubishi Panasonic Rogers Soundstyle Tube

Apollo Boston DPA Monitor Audio Philips Roksan Srcndcr ) chnnologly
Arcam Cabletalk EPOS Mordaunt- Pink Triangle Rotel Stands Unique Van den Huw
Atacama Canon EX{osurc Lexicon Short Pioneer Royd Sumo Wadia

AXC Carver GL Line Musical Polk Ruark Systemdek Wharfedale
Audio Alchemy Castle Goldring Loewe Fidelity Proac Samsung Tannoy Prestige XLO
Audioquest Celestion Grundig M&K NAD Project Seieco Target XTC

Aura Cerwin Vega Harbet Marantz Nakamichi Turntables Projectors 0L Yamaha

AVI Chord Harman Kardon Meridian Naim QED Sennheiser TEAC and Many More

*On selected items only. tSubject to availability and whiist stocks last. Offer not valid with any other aromotions or offers. EEGOE.
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A NEW MILLENNIUM

Joining JPW's Millennium loudspeaker line-up is the
diminutive new ML 10. This £70 two-way sports a |0mm
polymer-dome tweeter combined with a 100mm doped-
paper woofer loaded by a port. With a claimed sensitivity of
89dB the ML |0 should be easy to drive and is designed to
be positioned close to the rear wall. There are also plans
underway for an active version.

Also new is the £200 SW40 active subwoofer. This uses
an integral 50watt amplifier to power its 200mm reflex-
loaded driver. Output level and crossover slope are both
adjustable.

CLASSE TUNE IN
Classé Audio have released their first ever tuner, the
imaginatively-named Tuner-1. This FM-only model will
please armchair athletes with its full remote control and 80
presets. The threshold level is user-adjustable and can be
set to reject stations which are too weak to be received
properly. Balanced outputs in addition to the standard RCA
are provided.

The Tuner-1 is available with either a black or soft-silver
face plate and can be yours for a mere £1295.

If you can’t wait to meet the latest hi-fi 'in the flesh’,
then you will be pleased to know it’s show-time again.
The Bristol show will be held in its customary venue of
the Marriott hotel in lower Castle Street, Bristol from
Friday February 20th (I lam to épm) to Sunday 22nd
(10am to S5pm) and looks set to play host to over 45
exhibitors.

Hi-Fi World will also be there in strength with our
stand and demo room, where we'll be showing off our
valve amp and ‘speaker kits, including the latest version
of KLS3, the Gold Dome MKkIl.

For more information, call Audio Excellence,
tel: 01222 228565

BLACK PLASTIC

In last month's Chesterfield show report, we printed
the wrong telephone number for Black Plastic,
manufacturers of Garrard plinths and power supplies. It
should have read 01902 751861.

NAME CHANGE FOR THOMAS

For the last three years Thomas Transducers have
been building up a name for themselves with their
Bravura horn loudspeakers. Unfortunately they've
now discovered a Dutch subsidiary of the Bose
Corporation owns the Bravura name. The new
brand name Thomas Transducers have chosen to
use is B*a (pronounced B-star-a). They've ailso
moved operations to a different site, as detailed
below.
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David Price rounds up the latest budget CD players from Cambridge, Denon,
Kenwood, Technics and Yamaha and discovers some digital delights.

s sure as the leaves fall from
the trees in autumn, budget
CD players get upgraded. No

sooner have you bought the latest
model than it's been changed to 'a', 'i'
or 'SE’ spec. A fancy capacitor here, a
gold-plated headphone socket there,
or maybe just the latest type of rubber
feet - the possibilities are endless. But
make no mistake, this kind of tweakery
is often more about hype than hi-fi.

So it was with more than a little
cynicism that we approached this
month's CD group test. With three
freshly-reworked players from
Cambridge, Denon and Kenwood, plus
two recent arrivals from Technics and

FEBRUARY 1998

Yamaha, wasn't this going to be a
triumph of marketing over music
making? How wrong we were! All
turned out to be pretty impressive in
their own way, and two actually gave
the reference £350 Marantz CD-67SE
a hard ume.

It's obvious from looking inside
these players and from the way they
sound that more and more
mariufacturers are realising how
important component quality is. It's no
longer possible to put together a
sweet sounding player simply by filling
its circuit boards with any industrial-
grade resistors, capacitors and op
amps. Selected audio-grade parts are

'World Radio Histo

now increasingly in evidence even in
budget equipment.

The same is true when it comes to
components in the digital domain.
Here the Cambridge CD4SE stands
out for using an in-house designed
DAC instead of an off-the-shelf |C.
Kenwood also have their D.R.I.V.E.
chip for reducing quantisation
distortion and improving low-level
detail, while Technics use their
M.AS.H. noise shaping, Yamaha their
PRO BIT and Denon their Lambda
digital filters.

All of this means sonic treats on the
cheap, as we discovered with this five-
strong band of budget players.

HI-FI WORLD



CAMBRIDGE CD4SE

£199.95

THE TECHNOLOGY
Keen practitioners of the
'new, improved' approach to
hi-fi, if a Cambridge product
hasn't been updated recently
you can be sure it's due for
the 'SE' treatment soon. But in
this case the Special Edition
tag actually understates
matters, because the CD4 hasn'’t
so much been tweaked as completely
redesigned.

QOut goes the old Sanyo transport
and in comes a Philips CDMI 2.1 with
the hi-fi 7000-spec transport servos as
used in more expensive Marantz
players. Out too goes the Philips DAC
to be replaced by two Crystal CS4327s
in dual-differential mode, giving a
claimed near-20-bit resolution.

Elsewhere we see surface-mount
technology a la DPA and Linn, selected
op-amps and the use of Cambridge's
own Pacific Litz interconnect for
internal wiring. There's an electrical
digital output as well - even some
thousand-pound Japanese players don't
have this essential bit of audiophile kit.

HI-FI WORLD

SOUND
QUALITY
From the opening chords of Van
Morrison's 'Have | Told You Lately That
| Love You' it was ciear this player was
right at the top of its class. With a highly
fluid, natural character, plus rich,
powerful bass, super sound staging and
top-notch dynamics and timing, it just
didn’t sound like a budget CD player at
all.

Bass was weightier than even the
reference £350 Marantz CD-67SE. It
was also beguilingly tuneful and melodic
- kass guitar notes stopped and started
with great speed and precision,
communicating the music's delicate
syncopations with consummate ease.

The CDA4SE could be subtle when

subtlety was needed, refusing to

allow the bass to dominate when it
should have taken a back seat.

Midband was another treat, with
its detail, transparency and
smoothness. Best likened to a good
valve amp, the Cambridge’s midrange
ebbed and flowed effortlessly but
ultimately missed out on the forensic
detail of some of the competition.
Likewise, treble was ever so slightly
veiled and lacked bite.

Propaganda's 'P-Machinery', a
complex and somewhat murky
recording, sprang into life with the
CDA4SE. Synths, which can often
sound dead, suddenly had texture
and harmonics. Claudia Brucken'’s
voice was deeper and more sensuous
than normal, seeming to hang in the
air between the 'speakers rather than

group

emanating
from a fixed two-

dimensional point. And when

the chorus kicked in, grumbling low
frequencies thundered out. Even the
reference Marantz sounded polite and
over-cautious by comparison.

Best of all though was the
Cambridge's dynamic ability. Neil
Richardson's 'Riviera Affair’ from The
Sound Gallery CD came over as a
roller-coaster ride of crashing power
chords, cascading strings, seismic
basslines and sheer drama. Even the
sumptuous two-track Blue Note
recording of Lou Donaldson'’s
'Everything | Play Its Funky’ couldn’t trip
the CDA4SE up. [t faithfully recreated the
studio’s original acoustic and conveyed
the way the double-bass steamrollered
the groove along fearlessly. The drum
kit had an almost Linn LP12-like fluidity,
the Cambridge imparting the song's
slack rhythms like few others.

It would be churlish to complain
about any aspect of this player’s
performance, but its treble quality
couldn’t quite match its excellence
elsewhere. Here it was a touch muted -
punchy Dance numbers saw the CD4SE
losing some of the music’s impact. Still,
don't let this dissuace you - this is one
of the most natural sounding players I've
heard in a long time, and it's very
possibly hi-fi's greatest bargain of the
moment.

FEBRUARY 1998
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DENON DCD-635

£179.99

THE TECHNOLOGY
This shiny new incarnation of Denon's
DCD-625, a budget favourite here at
Hi-Fi World, is to my eyes the smartest
looking player in the group. It simply
doesn't feel like a sub-£200 player
thanks to its weight and fine finish.

The spec is impressive, with an |8-bit
Burr-Brown DAC, Denon'’s own eight-
times oversampling Lambda filters with
digital noise shaping, a floating
suspension system for the transport and
upgraded servo control for the laser.
There's a Toslink optical digital output
as well, along with a sizeable remote

that includes a |2-step digital volume

HI-FI WORLD

control, And last but not
least, the centre-mounted display is
defeatable, a real sonic boon.

SOUND QUALITY
Van Morrison's 'Have | Told You' was
first on, and the Denon set up a deep,
expansive sound stage just behind the
plane of the 'speakers. Front-tc-back
stage depth was good but most
impressive were the DCD-635's
dynamics, which invested Van's crooning
and the song's gushing string
arrangements with real passion. Timing,
arguably the other side of the same
coin, was just as good, letting tne
musicians hold their own rhythms
rather than making them scund like
they were plugged into sequencers.
Tonally the Denon occupied the
middle ground - bass was tight but a
fraction light, which gave the musc a
real sense of urgency while diminishing
some of its richness. Lixewise the
Denon's midband, which was nicely
detailed and clean if a tad dry. Small
backing keyboard parts shone out of the
mix where other, more muddy
performers simply buried them. Hi-hats
were also particularly crisp and clear,
refusing to be outcone by other more
prominent instruments in the tune.
Indeed, Neil Richardson's 'Riviera
Affair' proved the Denon td be a very
musical player. Not only did it casture
the song's epic feel but it aso did well in
areas like detail and sound staging.
However, this acoustic recorcing
showed the Denon to have a rather
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artificial
tonality - it made the
string section sound just a

touch too close ro a digitally sampled
version of events. Bass suffered a similar
plight - although faster and more tuneful
than most it sounded more Human
League than late Sixties valve bottom-
end.

This slightly processed feel meant the
Denon was never the warmest or most
natural sounding machine. For example,
it made the track's rich bass-guitar work
and silky cymbals veer a little too far
towards sounding thin and wiry. Even
the synthesiser-based Propaganda track
showed this up - it had codles of life
and power but lacked grace and
subtlety. Still, the Denon's lean, mean,
dynamic disposition injected real zip
into this rather loose and muddy
recording.

Moving to Lou Donaldson's
'Everything | Play Is Funky', and again the
DCD-63S5 really sang. Drum work was
slick and rhythmic, and the counterpoint
between Melvin Sparks' |azz guitar and
Charles Earlana's Hammond organ
satisfyingly tight. Like a Naim amp, the
Denon was tcnally dry but lictle the
worse for it - only when | switched back
to the reference Marantz did | realise |
was missing out on sweet hi-hats and
fruity bass. So, a dynamic and musical
budget player, one which rhythm fans
will love.
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Upgradeable Hi Fi

Whatever will they think of next?

With Arcam upgradeable Hi Fi, you know you'v made a
sound investment. Pre-defined upgrade paths make our
products some of the most flexible on the market. Of course
they sound great too. Put them through your own test at the
show where Arcam will demonstrate the powerful new Alpha
10 series amplifiers with our new CD player - the Alpha 8SE.

See us in the London Suite.

Hi-Fi with a Future

A & R Cambridge Ltd. Pembroke Ave. Waterbeach,
Cambridge CB5 9PB
Tel: 01223 -203203 Fax: 01223-863384
E-Mail: custerv@arcam.co.uk

If you love music
you’ll love

KIM3ER KABLE

Come & find out more at
The Bristol Hi-Fi Show
Stand No.9
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SONIGLINK

Make The World's Finest Hifi Cables
From The Highest Quality Materials

DESIGNED BY
GRAHAM NALTY Mm.A.

15 Derwent Business Centre, Clarke Street, Derby DE1 2BU
Sales Office Hot Line: 867000 SONIC LINK
Tel: + 44 1332 361 390
Fax: + 44 1332 298 836

Buy Direct Fell The Difference As Well As Hear 1t
AV Supports Hifi Supports Speaker Supports.
X WING REFERENCE FULLY DECOUPLED

RACKING SYSTEM
XWing design Every shelf is
available in any decoupled.
height Isolation
configuration increases level
by level.
Marble shelves
come as Machined round
standard. aluminium legs
Granite and improves
slate also stability and
available. isolation.
Adjustable Legs can be
spikes under all @ anodised
shelving (six colours
available).
Black is thf Design
standard finish completely
el c o modular can be
available split or added to
Adjustable feet whenever

PAT Pending

XWing racks starts from £149.99 + P &P.
Have your rack designed for you.
SPECIALIST EQUIPMENT RACKS FOR HIGH END EQUIPMENT
30 day money back guarantee. For FREE Colour Brochure or to Order

Please call or Fax 01904 490184
(Please allow 14 days for delivery)

HI-FI WORLD




YAMAHA CDX-590

£2929.95

THE TECHNOLOGY
As befits its status as the most
expensive player here, the
Yamaha looks a real piece of the hi-fi
high-life. An attractively-finished metal
front panel, tasteful and relaxing
defeatable orange display and quality
push-buttons give the impression of a
well-built machine. The disc tray is
quick, the transport quiet and the
sizeable remote gives a host of facilities,
including a digital volume control.
Inside, the CDX-590 uses a Sony
transport, a Matsushita servo and
Yamaha's own |- bit YAC514 DAC and
'PRO-BIT' digital filter, claimed to work
at 20-bit resolution. Yamaha UK have
breathed on the internals, modifications
including selected capacitors and op-
amps. Unusually for a budget Japanese
machine, the rear panel offers a choice
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between optical
and co-axial digital
outputs.

SOUND QUALITY
Initially, the Van Morrison track had me
thinking the Yamaha was the best of the
bunch. From the opening bar's of the
Avalon Sunset album, the CDX-590's
svelte, sopnisticated tonality, superd
detail retrieval and imaging had me
wondering if I'd missed a nought off the
price tag. Van's voice was as smooth as
cream, without a trace of glare or
harshness. Cymbals were as sweet and
crisp as an autumn dawn, and the bass
guitar was extremely realistic. Very
nice.

It was only when | moved to the
Propaganda track that | began to twig
that the Yamaha might not be the class
leader. Again the opening bars
impressed - Trevor Horn's little
synthesiser twiddles chimed through
with bell-like clarity while stereo images
were very adeptly articulated. But the
song's supposed to kick inte life at the
chorus with epic brass stabs over which
dramatic synth power chords crash.
Unfortunately this never really
happened with the Yamaha, which
carried on more or less as it had before
- the CDX-590, | found, is not the most
up-beat, dynamic player around.

Wondering if this was a freak result,
| slipped in 'The Riviera Affair', which is
about the most melodramaric three-
and-a-half minutes ever committed to
disc. The Yamaha sounded refined but

group

lacking in
passion, unable to

cope fully with this

number’s swingeing dynamics. A

shame, because in so many other
respects it worked so well. Again, the
player's fruity tone, warm bass, superb
sound staging and impressive
composure were much liked.

Considering that cynamics and timing
tie in together closely, | suspected the
Yamaha might go awry or rhythmically
complex music, but it didn't. Indeed, it
was highly adept at rhythms - you could
really hear the drummer banging away
at the snare just very slightly off the
beat - as real drummers do - rather
than ticking away metronomically. All
the musicians played technically very
well together, it's just that through the
CDX-599 they sounded like their hearts
weren't truly in it.

Bass guitar was a mixed bag on 'The
Riviera Affair' - although tonally warm
and well rounded, the Yamaha's
lackadaisical approach to dynamic
accents meant that low frequencies
existed more to pad out the rest of the
sound stage rather than to drive the
song along. Neither was -t particularly
tuneful - its timing was fine but didn't
sing like it should have done. All this
leaves the Yamaha a superbly detailed
and refined player that can't quite get in
touch with its soul.
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Marston Audio Silhouette Series

Research I aaamaa //
Products are - o ~ -
now available at: | DIGITAL TO ANALOGUE CONVERTER P \ -
m—r—
o . . .
e campaign audio design
Cambridge
01223 363303 Getting a better, more involving sound often
means spending a lot of hard earned money.
It's such a waste, because every system can
37 Windmill Street benefit from our cables and accessories, at a
lon -
0171 6310472 fraction of the cost of some new "black box™.
Here are some of the ways we can help.
We have Linear Crystal Oxygen
2 Hﬂ Free Copper interconnects (£12.48) up to
Duricn High Purity Silver cables (£89.00) and high
01387 267048 = — definition loudspeaker cables in Silver Plated
AND EXTERNAL POWER SUPPLY UPGRADE Copper or Pure Silver. Our mains cabies add
) b weight, power and scale, and with non-inductive RF filtering (£10.00) and over-
Heatherdale Audio Yy

202 Findon Road l voltage protection (£3.00) enhance performance stili further. Gold plated AV cables,
e MARSTON AUDIO RESEARCH both RF (£17.95) and OFC s;:; ;;:19.21 ;. help bring picture quality in line with
N sound resolution.

01903 872288 I . ' - . ) .
e A it o isireallylrathergood Valves, capacitors and transistors are all microphonic. They cannot perform

“With its optional power supply the good bits get even better”

Hi-Fi World Aug 1997 optimally if vibrated. Our set of three brass isolation cones (£5.00) are worth their
TSt weight in gold - revealing low level resolution and dynamics hitherto hidden beneath
’"(Vur::nl;’r:(l - Digital To Analogue Converter £799.95 Inc. VAT electronic noise. We also have a cure for your noisy fridge or central heating motor {
Tenby g 3 i i i i 3 i S
.. External PSU Upgrade £349.95 Inc. VAT (£3 50) enabling yo'u to throw awa{ your big mains r'lmse SUppressor. WhIC.h has
01834 842803 been giving you that “'sat upon sound” for years. There's lots we can do to bring you

closer to the emotion and energy of the performance. So confident are we, that we
offer a 14 day money back guarantee.

sampeie | Rediscover the true nature of audio

Swansea . . .
01792 280061 Ring or write for details:-

For further details contact:
Marston Audio Research CAMPAIGN AUDIO DESIGN
Llandudno Road (HW) —

17 Queens Avenue
Cardiff CF3 8PG
Tel:- 01222 779401 VISA

Speceral Sounds
10/14 Station Hill Kings Lynn PE30 SLR
Trade and International Enquiries Welcome.

Chippenham Tel: 01553 772875

Wiltshire

01249 654357 e-mail: marston@planetweb.co.uk MA R STO N

l www.planetweb.co.uk/marston

MUSIC

The Alternative Hi-Fi Shop
Come and hear why

03-95 Nantwich Road
Crewe
Tel: 01270 - 214143

AKG, AVI, ALCHEMIST, B.C.D., BLUEPRINT, CASTEL, CHORD CO., DYNAUDIO, DEVA,
DYNAVECTOR, ELECTROCOMPANIET, JOHN SHEARNE, KEF, LEXICON,
MYRYAD, MICHELL, NORDOST, ORTOFON, PROJECT, PROJEKT STANDS, QLN,
RESTEK, ROKSAN, STANDS UNIQUE, TEAC,
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TECHNICS SL-PS570D

£199.95

THE TECHNOLOGY

The latest in a long line of
MASH-based budget players,
the SL-PS670 is undeniably a
Technics. Bigger and better
built than you'd expect for the
money, with a blue fluorescent
display bright enough to
replace your car's quartz-halogen
headlamps, it's an imposing piece of
machinery. The corporate dark grey
paint job is there, along with a gold-
plated headphone jack with its own
volume control, a direct access keypad,
various editing features and a digital
volume control from the supplied
remote.

Inside it gets the benefit of special
Take (pronounced tak-ay, not tacky')
and two 10V 100uF Os-Con capacitors,
claimed to be particularly vibration
resistant, thus resulting in a clear, solid
sound. In addition, there are selected
op-amps in the analogue stages. The disc
mechanism is Technics' own, as is their
favoured |-bit 'Multi-stAge noise-
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SHaping'
DAC - hence the
acronym. Round the back are geld-
plated RCA phono sockets as well as
the standard To slink digital output.

SOUND QUALITY

The Technics was obviously more
attuned to punchy Dance-type music
than the Van Morrison track | kicked off
with. Although it made a stoic attempt -
setting up an almost larger than life
acoustic with strong left-to-right imaging
- it all sounded rather mechanical.
Instead of conveying the song's subtle
flowing strings and thoughtful piano
playing, things seemed to get hurried
along as if they were being triggered by
a drum machine.

Moving to Propaganda's
'P-Machinery', the Technics was far
more at ease, almost in its element
even. | was impressed by the SL-
PS670D's many plus points, such as its
cinematic sound staging, as vast as your
local multiplex cinema. Its generous bass
- almost steroidally enhanced - was a
boon too, while a light, bright treble
injected some much-needed zing into
this analogue recording. Detail retrieval
was also good and the player proved
particularly gifted at conveying all those
special effects so beloved by producer
Trevor Horn. All in all a performance
guaranteed to raise a smile in the hi-fi
showroom or get that party swinging.

An olde worlde orchestral recording,
'The Riviera Affair' showed a few chinks
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the Technics'

armour. Bass was

characteristically generous but could
sound rather tuneless. Treble was also
rather perfunctory, the player investing
the delicate cymbal work with a
tizziness which wasn't quite what was
on the recording.

Big and bouncy was the Technics’
way with Lou Donaldson's 'Funky' - I'd
expected it to struggle with this simple
acoustic two-track Blue Note recording,
but it actually seemed more at home on
simpler fare. Again the high frequencies
got a little ragged at times, but the SL-
PS670D never failed to inject plenty of
gusto and bounce into the proceedings.

Recognising that the average
Technics buyer might not be into late
Sixties Acid Jazz, | tried some more
contemporary source material in the
shape of LT) Bukem's ’Logical
Progression' Drum 'n’ Bass CD. it
suddenly shifted up a gear - less able to
show the poor recording quality and
more inclined to add some flavour of its
own, this player really started to sing.

Partner the Technics with
appropriate music and you could fearn
to love it. Never one to let details get in
the way of the big musical picture, the
SL-PS670D might be coloured but it's
always fun.
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KENWOOD DP-3080/II

£179.95

THE TECHNOLOGY
Editor Jon Marks was a
particular fan of the original
DP-3080, and had hedged his
bets for the new version to
take top honours. In the flesh
it's the same as the other
players though - a needlessly big
and bulky casing (most of it
occupied by air, truth be told), a
tidy but rather plasticky fascia, and
the usual vast repertoire of facilities.

Inside you get Kenwood's latest
digital electronics, including a |-bit
DAC with D.R.I.V.E signal processing -
Dynamic Resolution Intensive Vector
Enhancement, which has proved its
sonic worth on previous Kenwood
stalwarts like the DM-9090 MiniDisc
player reviewed last month. Round the
back is a standard beer-budget optical
digital out, Kenwood system bus
connectors and fixed line outs. All in all,
hardly an aesthetic or ergonomic tour
de force, but that wasn't why we liked
its predecessor - the fun started when
it was plugged in.
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SOUND QUALITY
The Kenwood proved a revelation with
Van Morrison. From the opening piano
chords onwards it sounded like real
instruments being played by real
musicians, rather than a digital facsimile.
The sound stage had depth as well as
width - you could clearly tell where the
recording engineer had
positioned each individual
instrument and vocal track.
Most of the action went on
just in front of the plane of
the 'speakers, but the
Kenwood never sounded 'in
your face' - instruments just
hung in the air, a trick the
reference Marantz
conspicuously failed to turn.
Tonally the DP-3080/I1
was an accomplished
performer, with superbly
controlled and extended
bass. Further up the range,
the midband proved itself
one of the best in the
business, with real
transparency and low-level
detail. For example, with
much of the competition
the drum patterns on the
Propaganda track were
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subsumed by louder
elements of the mix to a greater or
lesser degree. But the Kenwood was
stunningly good at letting the listener
follow them through, regardless of
whatever else was going on.

Treble was a winner too. The tiny
little drum machine hi-hats at the back
of the sound stage sparkled away
sweetly through the Kenwood. And as
much as | hate to harp on, the
DP-3080/11 is also a highly dynamic
player. Rather than making everything
sound loud. it’s able to follow all those
little rhythmic inflections that help
communicate the emotion in music. lts
superb sfam, allied to that deep,
powerful bass, meant the Kenwood was
tops at everything from the crashing
chords of 'P-Machinery’ to the manic
Hammond work on 'Funky’. Make no
mistake, if there's any life in a piece of
music, this player will find it.

The only aspect in which the
Kenwood shies from total world
domination is its fluidity. When you
want to sit down and just relax into
music the Kenwood can't quite hit the
mark. To call the DP-3080/Il an artificial
sounding player would be to
scurrilously misrepresent it - it's a real
music maker that does so much so well
you'll find it nigh on impossible to fault.
But at the end of the day there are
players which get into the groove
better. Still, it's one hell of a budget CD
player.
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os\ One of the
c» most natural
o“ sounding budget CD
C

players we've heard, the
Cambridge bettered even the

reference Marantz CD-67SE in a
number of areas. It has a rich, firm
presentation with superb sound staging
and dynamics, but most importantly it
communicates better emotionally than

all the other players here. Indeed, I've
heard several £1000+ machines that
aren't anywhere near as musically
convincing.

Only against the Kenwood does the
Cambridge sound anything less than
outstanding, the Japanese player
showing its treble to be a touch veiled
and uninformative. Fast-moving Dance
music lovers may find this a problem,
but virtually every other musical genre
should be fine, the CD4SE's superbly
punchy, fluid bass making up for it in
spades.

Better still is that this player will fit
hand-in-glove into practically any
system - it'll love high-end ancillaries,
make budget systems sing and save
cheap and nasty ones from their worst
excesses. Well done Cambridge - this is
a deeply-impressive design!

The only player capable of mixing it

with the CDA4SE, the Kenwood
DP-3080/Il is another machine that
defines budget state of the art.
Immensely accomplished in a technical
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sense, it beats all rivals when it comes
to sound staging, depth perspective,
image solidity, transparency and bass
and treble extension. It's just that it
doesn't quite have the analogue-like
ease of its main rival.

If your main diet is Pop, Rock and
Dance, this is the player for you. It's
such a good all-rounder that you won't
believe you're listening to a sub-£200
design. It's only when you play carefully-
recorded acoustic music that the
Kenwood seems anything less than
impeccable. Best used in a well-
balanced system that's good enough to
keep a grip on its bright, open treble,
the Kenwood won't suffer fools as
gladly as the Cambridge. But partner it
correctly and it will bowl you over.

A combination of fine build and
ergonomics allied to an impressively

fast, dynamic sound make the Denon
DCD-635 a great buy. Although not the
warmest or smoothest at the price, it's
one of the most musically engaging. In
fact its freshness makes it a better listen
than a number of far more refined high-
end players - the DCD-635 knows a
tune when it hears one.

The downside is its slightly lean and
thin tone - not necessarily so bad in
itself, but when used with similarly cold
sounding budget ancillaries it might be
too much to take. This means careful
matching with a warm, civilised British
amp like an Arcam or NAD and budget
'speakers like Tannoy's Mercury m2s or
KEF's Coda 7SEs. This done, it'll sing.

In an odd way the Yamaha CDX-590
is probably the best player here -
certainly one of the most refined and
detailed, with a clean, open sound that
belies its lowly price tag. The problem
is that it's too laid-back for faster
tempos. So sveite and sophisticated is
the Yamaha that it made even the more
expensive Marantz reference sound
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rough, but it failed to really relay the
music's emotion.

Still, | can see many people liking the
CDX-590's presentation - fans of light
Classical and mellow acoustic music will
love it. It's also one of the most refined
front ends you'll get at the price,

making it particularly well suited to
cheap and cheerful partnering
equipment - civility is never a bad thing
for budget hi-fi! A fine player, but not a
true all-rounder.

Fifth by a whisker, the Technics
SL-PS670D is a good player for the
money and shouldn't be
underestimated. A bold and brassy
performer, given the right music its big,
punchy sound comes to the fore and
really carries the music along. On
Dance it's probably the best fun of the
lot. It's only when you play more
natural, acoustic music that the

SL-PS670D's rough edges show.

The best idea is to keep the
Technics with relatively well-behaved
budget equipment, where.its lack of
subtlety and coloration won't be a
problem. Properly matched it should be
able to inject real life and bounce into
the proceedings. A nice, versatile player
that's fine value for money, but not
quite the equal of the others here.

Cambridge Audio, tel: 0500 333500
Denon, tel: 01234 741200
Kenwood, tel: 01923 816444
Technics, tel: 0990 357357
Yamaha, tel: 01923 233166

FEBRUARY 1998 m



Sonic Waves

Tube Technology is making waves with their new FULCRUM CD replay system and the
SYRINX Stereo 45/Mono 90-Watt power amplifier.

The FULCRUM Digital to Analogue Converter combines the latest developments in digital
design with exotic thermionic tube circuitry, resulting in a perfect balance between digital
and analogue. Utilising advanced dual phase locked loops, data jitter is virtually
eliminated. Converted into analogue by a 128 times oversampling 24-bit interpolation
filter followed by an enhanced technology delta-sigma converter, this architecture ensures
a very high insensitivity to clock jitter. Providing 20 Bit resolution, detail retr is
amazing and the analogue signal interface, which is a super linear dual mono class A
double triode thermionic amplifier, allows the digital recording to breathe with
astonishing reality.

The SYRINX is a compact slimline all tube power amplifier offering a single variable input.
The amplifier is switchable from stereo 45 watts to mono 90 watts offering the enthusiast a
versatile upgrade path. The Syrinx can be stacked so additional units can be easily
accommodated. Superb multi-section output transformers dominate the internals
allowing wide bandwidth and low distortion. With minimal case work this tube amplifier
is as afferdable a product could be without compromising sound quality, allowing music
lovers of all tastes to experience awe inspiring performances.

thermige

éxXcellence

Tube Techneology Technology House 214 Station Road Addlestone Surrey KT15 2PH UK
Tel:01932 821111 Fax:01932 821182 Email:TUBE_TECHNOLOGY@compuserve.com
I World Radio History
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TURNTARLE

Does you turntable sound tired and lacklustre? David Price examines some
great record deck restoratives.

and your music sounds dull and off-

key, fear not because help is at hand.
We've rounded up some clever
remedies costing far less than you'd
think. Whether you're contemphting
major surgery or just a therapeutic
tweak, major improvements are
possible for minimal outlay.

I f all's not well with your turntable,

2208
£65

MANTICORE

MEGABEARING

A massive machined-brass housing into
which a precision bearing fits, the
Megabearing is claimed to upgrade
virtually any turntable on the market it
will fit, including Linns (Cirkused or not)
and Regas. Fitting is straightforward,
simply requiring you to remove your
existing bearing assembly and bolt in the
Manticore. Then just add oil and go!

In a standard Rega Planar 3, the
Megabearing improves things
significantly. Bass is the obvious
beneficiary, with far more power and
depth, as well as notably more
tunefulness. But the midband and treble
also improve, becoming cleaner and
more detailed with excellent sound
staging, imaging and depth perspective -
something you don't get with the
standard Rega 3! Even the treble sounds
smoother, sweeter and more finely
etched. An excellent upgrade and
superb value for money too. The only
problem is that on lesser decks like the
Rega, so good is the Megabearing that it
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begins to show up faults elsewhere,
such as the Planar's marginal speed
stability.

MANTICORE oSS
THRUST BEARING

This thrust bearing mod works with
most derivatives of the Philips Airpax-
type motor used by Linn, Ariston, Rega
and others. Fitting is easy, and once
installed you can then adjust the height
of the motor's rotor relative to the
stator to get it running as quietly as
possible. This means less vibration is
transmitted through the belt into the
record, reducing rumble and
background mush and thus improving
sound. It's a very worthwhile mod, but
its effectiveness will vary from deck to
deck. Fine value nonetheless.

SPECTRA DYNAMICS & & &

PLATTER MAT £29.50

This sticky platter mat is made from
three densities of Spectra Dynamics’
favourite Deflex polymer material,
designed to absorb vibrations and hold
the record to the mat. It's impressively
effective and brings a cleaner, sweeter
and more detailed sound. It works best
on decks with thin rubber or felt mats,
but isn't so effective on high-quality
acrylic platters like those on Pink

Triangle's turntables.

SPECTRA DYNAMICS & @& @&
REGA PLATTER £29.50

Designed for Rega's turntables only, the
Deflex platter is a very inert disc
support and a valid alternative to the
standard glass. The sound becomes
deeper and darker, with slightly
improved detail resolution. An
interesting if not essential mod.

i i

SPECTRA
DYNAMICS
FOCULPODS

£14.95 per 4

Foculpods are made from Sorbothane,
which is extremely effective at
absorbing sound-degrading vibrations.
Place one Foculpod under each corner
of your CD player, turntable or amp
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and the sound is transformed. Bass fills
out and becomes more tuneful, the
midband is cleaner, more detailed and
atmospheric and treble smoother and
sweeter. Fantastic value and one of
hi-fi's *must haves'.

SPECTRA
DYNAMICS
DEFLEX

£13.95 per sheet

This 28cm by 21cm by 0.8cm sheet
(also available in other sizes and
thicknesses) is made of Sorbothane
rubber which can be glued to the inside
of your turntable plinth and sub-chassis.
It's highly effective when it comes to
reducing resonances, making for a
cleaner and more musical sound,
especially with flimsily-built budget
decks. Another essential and very cheap
tweak.
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Many belt-drive turntables (such as
LP12s) suffer long-term speed drift, but
with the aid of a strobe disc they can be
reset. As supplied with their Model 30
turntable, SME's disc is accurate, easy to
use and keenly priced. A useful device
to have.

SME CARTRIDGE

TAGS

As fitted to the latest SME Series V
tone-arm, these van den Hul MCS 150
silver Litz wires sound superb with
fantastic depth, clarity and sweetness.
They might be the most expensive
short interconnects you ever buy but
then the best is never cheap!

ORTOFON STYLUS ¢

BALANCE

Even if your tone-arm has a calibrated
spring-type tracking force adjuster (i.e.

Rega’s RB300 and Linn's Ittok), it will
sound better if this is bypassed, and the
tracking weight set by the
counterweight alone using a stylus
balance. This Ortofon is a fine example
of the breed - cheap, easy to use and
very accurate.

—— g

ORTOFON
ALIGNMENT
PROTRACTOR

Another simple but accurate Ortofon
gismo, this alignment protractor ensures
correct siting of cartridges in headshells
which is vital for the best sound and
least record wear. It gives near-identical
results to Mobile Fidelity's excellent
Geodisc at a fraction of the price. Every
analogue addict should have one.

ORTOFON
CARTRIDGE TAGS

A set of very high purity copper leads
that replace the mediocrities fitted to
most universal headshells, as well as
some fixed headshell arms like Linn's
Itrok. Not quite as sweet or
atmospheric as SME's Litz leads, but
many may prefer their more forward,
punchy sound in laid-back systems.

CAMPAIGN
AUDIO DESIGN
MAINS PLUG

Not an obvious mod this one, but the
quality of mains electricity that gets to
your turntable has a massive impact on
its sound. This robust, heavy-duty plug
with a silver-plated fuse and holder
gives an audible improvement over
standard cheapo mains versions. Super
value.

ALSO RECOMMENDED:

MOBILE FIDELITY

GEODISC

A simple and highly accurate way to
align your cartridge, the Audiophile
International-distributed Geodisc
nevertheless looks expensive compared
to the Ortofon which is almost as
effective and a quarter of the price.

HI-FI WORLD
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MICHELL RECORD @& &0
CLAMP £20

The cheapest clamp worth having, the
Michell brings cleaner stereo and a
deeper, firmer bass.

Although very expensive, these carbon-
fibre cones from Audiophile-
International really do the business
under a turntable, bringing a faster,
tighter sound with loads more detail.

HI-Ft WORLD

AUDIOPHILE
FURNITURE

BASE SP-01

A superb isolation platform that works
every time. Available in two sizes, the
Base brings a far deeper, smoother
sound with really fluid bass.

CLASSIC ACCESSORIES

AUDIO TECHNICA &3S &
AT637

ELECTRONIC STYLUS
CLEANER

£15/sh

This little beauty has acquired cult
status amongst analogue addicts
because it's very probably the most
effective way to clean a stylus known to
humankind. Simply switch it on, place
on your turntable’s platter and gently
lower your needle onto the AT637's
vibrating pad. Leave for 30 seconds and
all that ingrained grunge caked to your
precious diamond will have been shaken
off, leaving an immaculately clean stylus
tip. The improvement in sound can be
huge, but even styli that are already
apparently pristine often benefit.
Unfortunately Audio Technica
discontinued it over five years ago due
to lack of demand, but they were on
sale for nearly a decade and often crop
up in the classifieds, costing about £15.
In fact, they're getting so popular
second-hand that Internet vinyl-user
groups in the States are considering
petitioning Audio Technica to resume
production! There are also several
equivalents from companies such as
Ortofon which do the same job equally

well, so look out for these too.

TECHNICS SH50-PI & @ @
ELECTRONIC STYLUS
PRESSURE GAUGE

£30/sh

Another much sought-after piece is
Technics' famed electronic stylus
pressure gauge, dating from 1977 and
supplied as standard with the company's
high-end turntables and tone-arms of
the time. Beautifully crafted from
aluminium, it uses a super-accurate
strain gauge linked to a microchip, and
an analogue stylus pressure meter
calibrated to the nearest 0.1gramme.
Not as accurate as some mega-
expensive digital pressure gauges
costing four times its price,
the SH50-P| nevertheless comes very
close. Add the fact that it's far nicer to
use than conventional stylus balances,
and it's a delightful thing to have. Pay
around £30 second-hand from our
classifieds, and make sure the one
you're buying hasn't been hammered.
The only thing to consider is the fact
that Ortofon's bargain-basement
balance tested above gives surprisingly
close results - and is readily available for
£5!

WHO TO CALL

Audiophile Furniture,
tel: 01342 826262
Audiophile International,
tel: 01932 701248
Campaign Audio Design,
tel: 01222 779401
Manticore,

tel: 01767 318437
Michell Engineering,

tel: 0181 953 0771
Ortofon,

tel: 01491 834700

SME,

tel: 01903 814321
Spectra Dynamics,

| tel: 01565 650605
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“30 Branches
Nationwide

At Sevenoaks Hi Fi you will find 30 SEVENOAKS HI FI BRANCHES NATIONWIDE

a wide range of products on
show with the emphasis on

$

. . . @ SEVENOAKS @ KINGSTON
quality combined with 01732 459555 (LATE NIGHT THURSDAY)
unbeatable value for money. 109-113 London Road 0181 547 0717
.. . ' .ABERDEEN b 43 Fife Road
Everything in stock is on display 01224 587070 2 @ LEE0S
and available for audition in our 491 Union Street q (OPEN SUNDAY)
dedicated Hi Fi and Home @ BEDFORD . (::;3‘,.245 33775
P i 01234 272779 . icar Lane
Cinema demonstration rooms. 29-31 St Peters Street i . @ "HinsTonE
Our friendly and experienced .g:i;r:l;{gigrg” ne ~ons g(:zgfzi :g:;)bAbY)
Pl happy to assist you 12 Queensway Arches, i - 96 Week Street
through every step of your Livery Street - NEWCASTLE
purchase to ensure total @ BRIGHTON _ - 0191 221 2320
listening satisfaction. 01273 733338 3 ; ' 19 Newgate Street
55 Preston Street 7 4 . NORWICH
Sevenoaks Hi Fi - BsToL . -~ 01603 767605
. 74 - 29/29A St Giles Street
there is no better 92B White Ladies Road, - : @ oxFor
Clifton \ .
lace to buy. - OPEN SUNDA
P Y @ BURY ST EDMUNDS 8,865 24,77?
itk gl ‘ 41 St Clements
s K 47 Churchgate Street
evenoaks PETERBOROUGH
TOP TEN g ® (LATE NIGHT THURSDAY)
01222 472899 01733 897697
CD Albums L et 36 Park Road
ARLISLE
only £9.99 each .§l228359o775 PRESTON
it j 01772 825777
Celine Dion - Let’s Talk About Love (Next to Bus Depot) ‘ ® 40-4| Lune Street
Spice Girls - Spice World CHELSEA iy . READING
The Verve - Urban Hymns .0|7| 352 9466 ' : / L 0118 95.9 7768
A — 403 Kings Road, SW10 3 & 4 Kingswalk
e ica - oa
; .CHELTENHAM ] SHEFFIELD
Eternal - Greatest Hits 01242 241171 3 ‘ 014 255 5861
Lightning Seeds - Like You Do...Best Of 24 Pittville Street Y : 0ld Sheffield Savings
Enya - Paint The Sky With Stars @ CROYDON ’ Bank, 635 Queens Rd,
Texas - White On Blonde 0181 665 1203 P .
373 London Road e SOUTHAMPTON
Backstreet Boys - Backstreet’s Back ENFIELD ] - 01703 337770
John Lennon - Lennon Legend..The Best Of .0|3| 342 1973 s ' 33 London Road
Sorry - no other titles available. 7 Genotin Road s . = - . TUNBRIDGE WELLS
Max 3 discs per customer. Offer subject to . ESSEX - . { 01892 531543
availability. Personal callers only, E&OE. 01376 501733 , A 28-30 St Johns Road
| The Grove Centre, &= _ - L WATFORD
Witham - . (OPEN SUNDAY)
.GUILDFORD - e ; 01923 213533
-/ N 01483 536666 > 478 St Albans Road
@ aD #LEF: 73b North Street @ WORCESTER
BADA b HULL 01905 612929
UV IR S WAY  WEARE ASTHOTMED DEALERS Opening Early 1998 Mail Order 01732 458985 2 Reindeer Court

NAIM AUDIO NOW AVAILABLE IN BEDFORD AND BIRMINGHAM

21/12  Sunday Most branches open 25/12  Thursday  Closed alf day 29/12  Monday Open as usual

CHRISTMAS IE ™ _Openasusual ~ 26/12  Fridy _ Closedallday ~ 30//2 Tuesday  Open as usual

31/12 Wednesday Open as usual

o P E N I N G 2312 Tuesdsy - Open as usual 27012 Saturday _ Open as usual 01/0]1 Thursday Closed all day
24/12  Wednesday  Open till 5pm 28/12  Sunday Most branches open 02/01  Friday Open as usual




Quality

Sale at

PLEASE NOTE NOT ALL PRODUCTS ARE AVAILABLE AT ALL BRANCHES. PLEASE TELEPHONE TO VERIFY PRICE AND AVAILABILITY BEFORE TRAVELLING.

CD PLAYERS Denon TU2 ISRDS £12900  B&W DM302 £ 129.00 LASER DISC PLAYERS
Arcam Alpha 7 (improved) £ 329.95 Denon TU425RDS £169.00  B&W DMéO! £16900  Pioneer CLDDSIS-1 £379.00
Arcam Alpha 8 £ 449.95 Kenwood KT2080RDS £ 8900  B&W DM602 £ 259.00 Pioneer CLDD925 £ 489.00
Arcam Alpha 85E £ 599.95 Kenwood KT3080RDS £10900  B&W DM603 £42900 SURROUND AMPLIFIERS
Audiolab 8000 CD £ 999.95 Marangz 5TS7 £14995  B&W CDMI £599.95  ArcamAVS0 £ 699.95
Cyrus DAD3 £ 599.95 Merldian 504 £69495  B&W CDM7 £999.95  Sony TAVABES £ 479.00
Cyrus DAD3Q £ 899.95 Rotel RT935AX £ 159.95 B&W P4 £67495  Yamaha DSPA492 £ 199.00
Denon DCD425 £129.00 Sony STSES00 £109.00 Castle Isis (Deluxe Extra}£ 249.95 Yamaha DSPAS92 £299.00 '
Denon DCDé35 £ 154.00 Sony STSE700 £ 139.00 Castle Severn MK | (Standard Finish) £ 349.00 Yamaha DSPA1092 £ 799.00 ’
Denon DCD825 £ 199.00 Yamaha TX480L £ 9995 Castle Kendal (Deluxe Extra) £ 449.95 Yamaha DSPA3090 £1295.00
Exposure CD £1049.95 AMPLIFIERS Castle Severn 2 (Deluxe Extra) £ 579.95 SURROUND RECEIVERS ’
Kenwood DP3080 MK £109.00 Arcam Alpha 7 (improved) £ 259.95 Castle Avon (Deluxe Extra)£ 729.95 Denon AVR 1400 £ 499.95 {
Maranz CD36 £ 89.00 Arcam Alpha 8 (improved) 2353-92 Castle Harlech (Deluxe Extra) £ 879.95 Denon AVR3200 £999.95
Marana CD46 £ 109.00 Arcam Alpha 9 499.9 Epos ESI2 £ 499.95 Kenwood KRVS090 £ 139.00
Maranz CD48 £ 169.00 Arcam Alpha 10 £799.95 Eios ES22 £118495 Kenwood KRV6090 £ 169.00
Marantz CD675E £ 249.00 Audiolab 8000LX £ 46995 Epos ES30 £2384.95 Yamaha RXV392 £ 199.00
Marantz CD63IIKI| Signature £399.95 Audiolab 8000A £ 49995 Heybrook Optima £ 259.95 Yamaha RXV592 £ 369.00
Maranz CD|7KI Signature £1099.95 Audiolab 80005 £ 699.95 JBL Centrol | (C or G) £ 74.00 SURROUND PROCESSORS
Meridian 506 20 Bit £1099.95 Cyrus SL £399.95 Kef Coda 7SE £ 129.00 Arcam Xeta Two £ 649.95
Meridian 508 24 Bit £1994.95 Cyrus MR3 Multiroom £ 599.95 Kef QIS £ 179.00 Cyrus AV Master £ 69995
Micromega Stage 4 £ 59995 Cyrus Il £ 599.95 Kef Q35 £ 319.00 Meridian POA
Micromega Stage S £749.95 Denon PMA2505SE £ 134.00 Kef QS5 £ 429.00 Sony SDPEPIES £ 419.00
Micromega Stage 6 £ 949.95 Denon PMA3SQSE £ 169.00 Mission 731 Prc £ 99.00 Yamaha APD | Demodulator £ 99.95
Pioneer PD550S Precision £ 459.95 Exposure POA. Miss o $738i £ 199.00 Yamaha DSPE492 £ 249,95
Roksan Caspian £ 894.95 Marantz PM57 £ 169.00 Misslon 7SOLE £ 24995 Yamaha DDP2 AC3 Decoder £ 349.95
Rotel RCD930AX £ 149.00 Marantz PM66SE ) £ 189.00 Mission 752f (Deluxe Extra) £ 579.95 CENTRE SPEAKERS
e U g e Sl €3 Mission 753 (Deluxe Extra)€ 79995 Acoustic Energy AEIO7C £149.95
ey G v pdian : Mission 754f Deluxe Extra) £1299.95 B&W CI00 £129.95
§°:: ggs;gg(‘)& E é(');-‘o"o’ Sg:::n' é:so::np'e‘“m" E 2;3;2 Monitor Audio Monito(r 2 (Blk;£ 299.95 B&'V;/ ccs i :?Z%
@ X 4 N . N K j
Technics SLPG480A € 8900  Rotel RA920AX £ 8900 m:::g: :ﬂ::g ‘::g::zg:j 2:::;2 33332 o c;);:sc £ 179.00
Technics SLPGSS0A £109.00  Rotel RA93I £ 134.00 ] ;
Monltor Audio 700PMC (Blk) £ 599.95 Kef Model 100 £299.00
o ":('EE'PLA“R’ | §°"Y Kiﬁgé _ E :33'88 Monitor Audio 703PMC (BK)£799.95  Mission 73C £ 99.00
ream ; o SAgloocanes i Monitor Audio 705PMC (Blk) £139995  Mission 75C (Bik) £229.00
Kenwood DPR3090 £ 89.00  Talk Electronics Storm 2L £ 649.95 . b i Mordaunt Short T 1000 £239.95
Kenwood DPR4090 £10900  PREAMPLIFIERS el Sudio IR (R 9 £
Kenwood DPR7090 €209.00  Arcam Alpha 9C RS | DEuErawED il (7 (Bl)£ 999.95  Polk C5250 B
ceo ."‘" ATSHORTS 4 T %o?)oc % Eos Monitor Audio Studio 20SE  (BIk) £2199.95 Ruark Dialogue One £299.95
Audiolab 8000CDM £€139995  Audiolab 8000PPA € 999.95 ’:'1°"!“" :“:!° g‘“:i° 28 2:}:3 gggg i:'r'n"a?a rrl(s:cso i z;:g
" . onitor Audio studio A y
Ce o HIRASE é;f;‘:':,’:esoooo s Mordaunt Short MS0.S iy ST - €) 79.95
. ! Y. : Mordaunt Short MS10i Pear! £ 129.00 r,
Audiolab 8000DAX 24 Bit £ 999.95 Meridian 501.2 £ 69495 X
Meridian 566 24 Bit £129495  Meridian 502 D535 B cndaunchor bR e L]
Musical Fidelity X-ACT £12995  Musical Fidelity X-Pre € 19935 oo il 0y s Kereos 17360
MINI DISC/CD RECORDERS Rotel RC971 £ 134 -
Kenwood DM3090 £24995  Talk Electronics Whirlwind PSU £ 649.95  Polk RTS £24995  (EI7OS T
Kenwood DM5090 £329.95 Talk Electronics Hurricane 4LP £ 899.95 Poik RT8 £399.95 A u: % % (Res
Philips CDR870 CD Recorder £ 499.95 Talk Electronics Hurricane 3L £899.95 Ruark Epilogue (Deluxe Extra) £ 239.95 P°|k RTFX P
Sony MDSJES 10 G free Mineiscs £ 199.00 Talk Electronics Hurricane 4L £1099.95 Ruark Icon (Deluxe Extra) £ 399.95 o T e
CASSETTE DECKS POWER AMPLIFIERS Ruark Templar ] (Deluxe Extra)( 559.95 Yo ha NSE60 ¢ 79'95
Denon DRMS50 £13400  Arcam Alpha 8P £ 249.95 Ruark Sceptre (ERaEEE 98 e N 7 G
Deron DRW580 Twin £ 169.00 Arcam Alpha 9P £399.95 Ruark Talisman §I (Deluxe Extra) £ 749.95 :;"; 2 g
Denon DRM650S £169.00  Arcam Alpha 10P £599.95  Ruark Prologue One (Deluxe Extra)£ 799.95 : vyc;ose:;sm - p—
Kenwcod KXW4080 Twin £ 109.00 Audiolab 80005X £ 549.95 Tangent Monitor 1 | (BIk}£ 179.95 K‘f‘z‘g‘s'c nergy o
Pioneer CTW806DR £249.00 Audiolab 8000PX £ 849.95 Tannoy Mercury MI £119.95 Ke‘ 08 7 44500
Sony TCKE4005 £ 129.00 Audiolab 8000MX Mono (each) £ 899.95 Tannoy Mercury M2 £129.00 Me. 75AS £ 54995
Sony TCKAGES £41900  Cyrus XPA €29995  Tannoy Mercury M3 £ 199.00 'T"°" d ; .
Technics RSBXSO1K €149.00  Cyrus PSXR Power Supply £329.95  SYSTEMS Aol T
Yamaha KX390 €12900  Cyrus Power £49995  Denon DB3 inc spks £269.00  Re Q'°°E" 4 273'95
Yamaha KXS80SE £19900  Meridian 505 Mono  (each) £79495  Denon DCI inc spks T390 I < louata Dl
TURNTABLES Meridian 556 £ 894.95 Denon DM03 inc spks £ 449.00 o £ SR
Michell Gyrodec/RB300 £102095  Meridian 557 £139995  Denon DC30 inc spks BHDED  pLREEI A & Ugrls
NADS33 £189.00  Musical Fidelity X-AS0 Mono (pair) £ 499.95  Denon DM7 (daim free spks) £ 579.95  Yamaha YSTSWE0 & s
Project 0.5 £ 159.95 Rotel RB97| £ 179.00 Denon DF0O7 (claim free spks) £ 649.95 Yamaha YSTSW300 £ 349.95
Project | £ 199.95 Rotel RB9E | £ 269.00 Denon D9IW (chim free spks) £ 899.95 SPEAKER PACKAGES
TUNERS Talk Electronics Tornado 2 £ 599.95 Denon DF10 (claim free spks) £ 999.95 Boston Micro 90t £999.95
Arcam Alpha 7 £22995  Talk Electronics Tornado 4 M (pair) £109995  Teac Ref 300 (claim free spks) £ 599.95  Kef Q Series POA
Arcam Alpha 8 £ 279.95 LOUDSPEAKERS (Pair) Teac Ref 500 (daim free spks) £ 799.95 Mission AV2i £ 299.00
Audiotab 8000T £79995  Acoustic Energy AEI00i £199.95  Yamaha CLAVIO  (caim free spks) £ 899.95  Polk RMS300 £999.95
Cyrus FM7 £ 399.95 Acoustic Energy AEI09 £ 349.95 Yamaha CLI10 (claim free spks) £ 949.95 Advertisement valid until at least
Denon TU260L £ 99.00 Acoustic Energy AE 120 £ 499.95 Yamaha AV | inc spkrs £ 649.95 mid February 1998 E&OE.

INTEREST FREE

Spread the cost of buying selected quality hi fi separates
and loudspeakers with our 0% finance terms. Up to 24

months interest free.

WVritten details on request. O% APR. Subject to status.

PRICE POLICY

We promise some of the most competitive

prices in the UK along with first class pre and
after sales service.

Altogether an unbeatable combination!
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Jon Marks is wooed by the sweet sounds of Etalon's PreAmpli and Ampli pr

that Britain and the continent follow

their separate 'never the twain shall
meet' paths; hi-fi is also affected.
There's a whole host of hi-fi that rarely
puts in an appearance this side of the
channe! in spite of thriving on t'other.
Just one of these hi-fi names is the
Hungarian company Etalon (featured
once before in these pages in August
1996 with their Exception ’speakers and
Exampli and Integral | amplifiers).

I t's not only in Pop music and cuisine

Sitting pretty in our listening room this
time were the large £1095 PreAmpli
line-level pre-amp and back-breakingly
heavy £2925 Ampli power amp.

Etalon certainly have an audiophile
pedigree - their professional arm,
Sonophil, has recorded more than 60
CD:s for labels such as CBS, Naxos and
Harmonia Mundi and makes its own
studio microphones. Laszlo Sallay,
Etalon's managing director, is a staunch
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beiiever in component
development by extensive
listening, going so far as to
publish only the most basic
measurements on his range
(like channel matching,
sensitivity and power
output), dismissing other
results as having little
correlation with what's
heard. If the music coming
from one of his components
doesn't sound like the real
thing, then it gets redesigned.
Take a look inside the
PreAmpli pre-amp and you'll
find a dual-mono power supply,
with individual toroidal
transformers and rectifier diodes
for each channel. Then there are
four 2200uF 25V reservoir caps (each
bypassed with polyester capacitors) for
lefc and right halves of the circuit
boards. The circuit board
itself has a slightly 'home-
made’ look to it - after all,
it says 'Carefully Hand
Made By Etalon Ltd in
Hungary' on the back
panel. Balanced as well as
RCA output sockets are
provided and volume is
controlled by the
ubiquitous Alps Blue
potentiometer.

While the pre-amp is a
pretty solid affair the
power amp is a real
monalith. The casework
has a thick aluminium
fascia and sides, which the
two pairs of output
transistors in each channel
are bolted to. Making up
the bulk of the weight is a
large toroidal mains

transformer
mounted on a
metal plate
decoupled from the amp's bottom plate
by four rubber grommets. This feeds
separate bridge rectifiers and a
whopping 180000uF of Philips reservoir
capacitors per side. This adds up to
over |100watts of class AB power into
8ohms, our measurements found, with
Etalon claiming the first |Owatts are
pure class A. As with the PreAmpli,
there are three cone feet on the
underside of the Ampl' to give it a
degree of isolation from vibration. Just
make sure its sitting on a hard
foundation though, as those cones will
happily sink into a wooden floor under
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and power amps.

the amp's

29kg weight.

Pre and power were fronted by
a range of sources including Teac's P-
30 transport and Pink Triangle's Da
Capo DAC and linked with Kimber's
PBJ and van den Hul's The First
interconnects in addition to the latter's
Revelation Hybrid 'speaker cable
running to Jamo’s Concert 8s.

Two of this combination's abilities
which you can't fail to notice given a
good recording are bass control and
clarity. On John Lee Hooker's Boom
Boom and Stravinsky’s Firebird bass
guitar, drums and timpani had lightning
speed, punch and weight. The Ampli
was slamming the mid/bass cones on
the Concert 8s back and forth and
wringing what seemed like an extra
octave out of them compared to many
amps that have heated their voice coils

HI-FI WORLD
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before. This grip never left
the pair sounding sterile or
artificial though - they
were unfailingly natural in
their presentation.

And that clarity! We
found ourselves moving
whatever 'speaker was
hooked up to the Ampli's

bi-wire terminals further

and further away from

the back wall to enjoy as

much sound stage depth
as we could lay our ears
on. This Hungarian duo
shone with choral music,
where the church acoustics
blossomed wall-to-wall
from the ‘speaker cabinets
and the midrange
smoothness and purity
were superb.

The Etalons can certainly rock too.
Bjork's Homogenic and Skunk
Anansie's Stoosh albums funked out
with as much hipsway as Elvis'
immortal pelvis. Quality Reggae
recordings (few enough of those
about!) bounced along with dreads
a'swinging, Dub tracks in particular
packing an almighty bass wallop.

There really aren't too many
criticisms to make of this pair. A
phono stage would be a welcome
addition to the PreAmpli. However,
we couldn't help but admire these
Hungarians' three-dimensional imaging
and sound staging, rich tonal colour
and easy, involving character. And the
Ampli measures up to its name with

|70watts into 4ohms. These amps
don't come cheap, but then you really
do get what you pay for. European
monetary union may be quite a way
off; we can only hope European hi-fi
union comes rather sooner ®

Etalon Ampli £2925
Triform

64 Fern Road,

Newton Abbot,

Devon TQI12 4NZ

Tel: 01303 865721

WORLD VERDICT

PREAMPLI 909
Smooth, even and transparent. Well
worth the outlay.

AMPLI 20 Q
Very matural, substantial presentation
with lots of power on tap.

Measured Performance

see plll
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For more mformatron contact: gt A

ol . .
o HEYBROOK HI FILTD .CLEMO ROAD LISKEARD TORNWALL PL14 3NH . Q
T FEL: (0)1579 342'866 FA~)(31_0)1579342833 3

-

- - 3 y

STAR BUY Heybrook Optimas

“The best-sounding designs overall are the
remarkable Optimas from Heybrook. Their
power, cohesion and expression are superb at
this level — hear them as soon as you can.”

“Deep, powerful bass, midrange that’s both
powerful and expressive, plus a sweet, crisp
treble — it’s hard to believe that just £260
buys such a fine sounding pair of speakers.
Are the Optimas worthy winners?

Most definitely.” WHF? Dec 1997

HEYBROOK

+ Please send me details of the Heybrook Optimas
Name:

Address:

Heybrook Hi-Fi Ltd., Clemo Road,
Liskeard, Cornwall PL14 3NH
Tel: 01579 342866 Fax: 01579 342833




Ketan Bharadia listens to
Pink Triangle's new £2099
Litaural one-box CD

player and comes away
smiling.

ink Triangle are never a

firm to toe the line of conformity

as even a cursory look at their
products past and present will prove.
So when they entered the digital fray in
the early Nineties with the Da Capo
and Ordinal Digital to Analogue
Convertors they did so from a fresh
point of view (the former used their
own |-bit DACs, not off-the-shelf chips)
and came up with a pair of highly-
innovative components which were
right up there with the very best. It s
this heritage that the Litaural integrated
player must live up to, and with a price
of £2099 it's got to be outstanding to
compete with the host of top-class
separate DACs and transports out
there.

The Litaural uses a standard Sanyo
transport but in this application all the
transport control circuits are mounted
on an independent board and powered
by a dedicated transformer. A great
deal of attention has been paid to the
power supplies of this player; in fact the
Litaural has three mains transformers,
one for the analogue section, one for
the digital and another for the transport
and display.

Eleven separate regulators are fitted
and bypass capacitors are used on the
rectifier diodes (special soft-recovery
types which inject less Radio Frequency
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LITAURALLY

Interference into
the circuitry than standard
ones) in order to reduce power supply
noise. Pink Triangle continue their
reliance on surface-mount components
because of their small size, which
shortens signal paths, and reliability.
The DAC is Pink Triangle's own
| -bit design and is very similar to that
inside the highly-rated Da Capo
convertor. Noise shaping is carried out
by the popular Philips' SAA7350 chip.
Pink offer a choice of two digital
filters in the Litaural, both of which are
user-selectable via a button on the front
panel. One is Pacific Microsonics'
HDCD PMD100, which will happily
decode HDCD or standard discs, while
the other is NPC's 20-bit 5813. Each
filter has its own sonic 'flavour’, allowing
you to find the right one to suit
particular musical styles. The Phase
button is another way of getting the
best from your collection on a disc-by-
disc basis, as some CDs are recorded in
absolute phase whereas others aren't.
On the back panel there are sockets
available to connect up an external
DAC and lock it to the Litaural's master
clock signal to reduce jitter as well as
balanced analogue outputs in addition
to RCA sockets.

Taking the Litaural out of its box | must

admit | was

disappointed. It may weigh a

lot and have an impressively solid
brushed aluminium front panel but the
actual casework feels flimsier than you
would expect to find on a machine at
less than half the price. The remote
control was also a let-down, a tacky
plastic affair where rivals like Marantz
offer a much more solid and classy
looking alternative for their CDI17 K-
Signature which is £800 cheaper.

Still on a critical note (at this sort of
price level there's nothing wrong in
being picky) the front panel controls
aren't laid out intuitively: the Power,
Play/Pause and Stop buttons are
grouped together on the right-hand side
of the player. In the early days of
ownership, it is extremely easy to
switch off the player when you are
trying to Pause or Stop it. And the
digital display is so small and dimly lit it's
hard to read from any further away
than a few feet.

After reading all the above you might
think this player could do with more
development. In terms of construction
and ergonomics, it could, but more than
counterbalancing this is its outstanding
sound quality. The Litaural is one of the
best sounding CD players we've ever
heard and certainly better than our
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(JV\TAEVERYTHING REDUGED E1.18:
Ilwe

GOR ”\‘ -
x 19/ NN <t}

PRICE PROMISE

Should you find any local dealer offering a better price
for goods currently in stock at Bill Hutchinson and the
I alternative quoting retailer, we will better that deal,

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL OUR CUSTOMERS

MANCHESTER LEEDS

NEWCASTLE EDINBURGH

50-52 DEANS GATE | 26-28 WOODHOUSE LANE | 87A CLAYTON STREET | 40A QUEENSFERRY ST
0161-8321600 | 0113-2427777

0191-230 3600 | 0131-220 0909
OPEN 7 DAYS OPEN 7 DAYS

CALL STORE FOR
LATE ON THURSDAY | LATE ON THURSDAY | OPENING HOURS

GLASGOW
43 HOPE STREET
0141-248 2857
OPEN 7 DAYS OPEN 7 DAYS
LATE ON THURSDAY | LATE ON THURSDAY

WHY SO MANY PEOPLE BUY FROM US

Professional Staff

Dean Potential @udmm
The answer to the above 's a very simple one.
« We guarantee the lowest prices
around. : N
+ We will beat any price-in store-like
for like. . o
« We offer the best choice along wil
the best service available. "
i ints ensure that a sk
hiese three simple points ensure tatf =5
g;)lam/ of our stores will not be a tUlletLC?.O,H;.
But please don’t take 1my word for it, g12¢ ] a
try yourselves and I guarantee you won
be disappointed.

}Q}LLL

Audio visual specialist
Expert and friendly advice Extensive Hi-Fi TV/Video ran
Home installation available

Huge selection of mini and

micro systems
Range of finance options

Exchange Policy
SEE OUR PRESTIGIOUS STORE

- S
THE 7§ ROOM

50 BRIDGL STREET,
MANCHESTER M3 3BN.
TEL: 0161-832 0888/0161-835 1366

e Oaoco

SCOTLANDS NO.1

of Soccwed Bl ?{m (o E N NOS SEITE

WE SPECIALISE IN END OF LINE EX-DISPLAY

EXCLUSIVE HI-FI AND AND MANUFACTURERS SURPLUS STOCK.
AUDIO VISUAL SYSTEMS T HE P RULOEITR

SHEC SN M SEIE  UNBEATABLE PRICES ON QUALITY BRANDS.

Demonstration rooms in
every store.

SEE OUR CLEARANCE CENTRE

0131-667 2877

43 SOUTH CLERK STREET, EDINBURGH

sincerely




long-term reference Teac P-30/Da
Capo combination, the Da Capo being
the weak link.

It normally takes quite a while to
gauge the abilities of any component but
within the first few moments of listening
to Stravinsky's The Song Of The
Nightingale | knew the Litaural was
something special.

This piece starts with a violent attack
of violins almost overwhelming a lone
triangle. The Pink managed to keep the
triangle separate and easily audible
while the violins built up furiously
around it, which is no
easy feat. To top that,
each instrument
maintained its own
distinctive character
full of a rich array of
natural harmonics.

This player is
extremely dynamic, a
trait amply proven by
the speed and impact
of crescendos.
Timpani, when hit
hard, were as solid as
I've heard from CD. A
bonus was the way the
Litaural's great weight
and control never
muffled intricate detail
and subtlety. At one
point in this piece the
timpanum is struck
three times. Now ['ve listened to this
piece on many occasions through a
wide variety of CD players, some quite
a bit more expensive than the Litaural,
but I've never noticed so clearly that
the timpanum was hit slightly harder
each time.

The Pink was equally accomplished at
the other end of the scale. Cymbals and
triangles were focused and powerfully
rendered - this player has those rare
treble commodities of power and slam.
The midrange was transparent though
not quite as well projected as the
frequency extremes, giving it a more
distanced feel. Whereas sound stage
width was very good, depth fell into the
‘use a pair of binoculars to see the
instruments at the back of the
orchestra' category.

Changing tack | put on Skunk

HI-FI WORLD

Anansie's
Stoosh
album to
see how
the Litaural
would cope
with
something more

modern. On 'Brazen', Skin's vocals
packed as much punch as a boxing glove
full of horseshoes. Despite a flat,
compressed production the Pink
handled this album like it was born to
rock, all the song's elements gelling into

a whole. Skin was presented slightly
further back in the mix than I've heard
but this didn't detract from the music-
making one iota.

A problem which has dogged CD
since its earliest days is reproducing
complex rhythms with conviction. 'Viola
Fora De Moda', traditional Brazilian folk
music by Ana Caram, proved there is
no deficiency in this area with the
Litaural. The triangles, bells and cymbals
intertwined with Dave Finck's drums to
create infectious drive and rhythm. Just
as importantly, within this framework
instruments stayed well separated and
kept their own unique texture and
character.

Whatever disc we tried the two
different filter settings on, we invariably
found the HDCD smoother, subtler and
more natural than the

20-
bit, which seemed rather
bright and aggressive by comparison.
The Phase switch can also have quite a
large impact on the sound through a
revealing system, although you have to
experiment as some discs
benefit and some don't. The
improvements are
predominantly tighter, more
three-dimensional imaging and
sound staging, and greater
rhythm.

One problem is that the
Filter and Phase buttons are
not duplficated on the remote
control which makes it that bit
more awkward to find the
best match for a disc as you
have to keep moving from
your listening position.

Whatever your musical
tastes, the Litaural simply steps
aside and lets the tunes speak
for themselves. lts casework
might leave a lot to be desired
but then the sound quality on
offer is amongst the best you'll
hear from CD at any price ®
Pink Triangle Litaural £2099
Pink Triangle Projects
The Basement,

Camberwell Business Centre,
Lomond Grove,

Camberwell,

London SES 7THN

Tel: 0171 703 5498
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Bring your CD collection back to life with this
stunning integrated CD player from Pink
Triangle worth £2099.

ink Triangle's Litaural comes in at
Pthe high-end of single-box players -

most of its competitors are
DAC/transport pairings. But the Litaural
has little to fear as Ketan Bharadia
discovered on p31.

Technically, a lot of painstaking work
has gone into the design of this player.
The power supply consists of three
separate transformers (one for the
analogue circuits, one for the digital and
the last for the transport and display
functions). The reservoir capacitors
which tower over the PCB are Philips
low-impedance types which further
ensure a fast, stable supply.

Extensive use is made of surface-
mount components which have the well-
known attributes of compact dimensions
- thus yielding short signal paths - and
reliability.

The heart of the Litaural is a lightly-
modified version of the |-bit DAC chip
from Pink Triangle’s respected Da Capo.
Where the Da Capo’s filters could be
swapped by removing the lid and
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plugging in a different module, all it takes
with this latest player is the touch of a
button. There is a choice of two filters;
Pacific Microsonics' smooth and
atmospheric PMD100 HDCD and NPC's
brighter, more up-beat 5813 20-bit
design.

The transport allied to all these
electronics is a standard Sanyo unit
whose control circuits reside on a
separate board powered by its own
mains supply.

As well as being technically
innovative the Litaural excels when it
comes to extracting maximum
information from the disc, as Ketan
found out. He wrote, "It normally takes
quite a while to gauge to abilities of any
component but within the first few
moments of listening to Stravinsky's "The
Song Of The Nightingale' | knew the
Litaural was something special. This
piece starts with a violent attack of
violins almost overwhelming a lone
triangle. The Pink managed to keep the
triangle separate and audible while the

violins built up furiously around it, which
is no easy feat”. He continued, "This
player is extremely dynamic, a trait
amply proven by the speed and impact
of crescendos. Timpani, when hit hard,
were as solid as I've heard from CD." As
the Da Capo was a reference convertor
when it first came out, so the Litaural is
a reference among one-box machines.

If you would like to win this superb
player, all you have to do is answer the
following questions and complete the tie
breaker. Send in the entry form on the
back of a sealed envelope or post card
to reach us before February 6th to:

Pink Triangle Competition
Hi-Fi World Magazine,

64 Castellain Road,

Maida Vale,

London W9 IEX

Don't forget to include your name,
address and telephone number if
possible so that we can contact the
winner promptly.

HI-FI WORLD



LIFALIRAL £ RI |

| COMPETITION ENTRY QUESTIONS
|

|

i 1) How much does the Litaural cost!?

| A £1500 B. £2000

| C. £2099 D. £3789

i

| 2) How many mains transformers does the Litaural have?
JA B.2

1C3 D.0

I

[ 3) Whose transport do Pink Triangle use?

I A Sony B. Technics

! C. Sanyo D. Teac

i

I 4) Which HDCD filter do Pacific Microsonics make?
I A. PMC500 B. PMD100

: C. TDAIS41 D. C$4329

| 5) Pink Triangle make a DAC called?

I A. Pink Linnk B. Pip 2

: C. The Anniversary D. The Da Capo

: TIE BREAKER (obligatory)

|

i Complete the following in less than 30 words

! As clean and natural as they come,

i To better the Litaural you've got to go some,
Whatever your musical diet may be,

j You'll suffer from no digital malady,

COMPETITION RULES AND CONDITIONS
[1] Only one entry per household. Multiple entries will be
automatically disqualified.

Name: [2] In the event of more than one entrant submitting all-correct

answers, the winner will be picked from the tie-breaker by the
Address: Editor. We will endeavour to publish the results in the second

issue following the closing date.

[3] Purchase of the magazine is not a precondition of entry.
[4] No correspondence will be entered into; the Editor’s decision

Post Code: Tel No. is final.

[S] No employees of Audio Publishing Ltd. or of any companies

an 0 associated with the production or distribution of the prizes may
t add J name t?JOUI’ malllnglst.
— -— . b . ) - e enter.

r-

I

|

||‘
-

13

1%
[+
a
[e]
3
[o]
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SUGDEN

HAND CRAFTED = FAIT A LA MAIN

PURE CLASS A FROM £599

INDIVIDUALLY HAND CRAFTED
REFERENCE SOUND QUALITY
SENSIBLE RETAIL PRICES

PURE CLASS A OPERATION
THE ORIGINAL AND BEST

DESIGNERS AND MANUFACTURERS OF REAL AUDIO EQUIPMENT

J.E. SUGDEN & CO.LTD
Valley Works,

Station Lane, Heckmondwike,
West Yorkshire WF16 ONF
Tel: Heckmondwike 01924 404088/9
Fax No: 01924 410069



review .

Leo Lam relaxes to the sweet sounds of Musical Fidelity's El |

usical Fidelity have always been
full of surprises. Back in the
Eighties we had the pure Class

A integrated, the Al, which warmed
many audiophiles’ hearts and houses at an
extremely reasonable cost. Then came
the high-end F-series, the hard-to-fault
A2 integrated and the no-nonsense X-

integrated amplifier.

Ell integrated.

THE TECHNOLOGY

| was pleased to see the new amplifier
has retained its predecessor's glossy
fascia and knobs illuminated by LEDs,
which have made many fans since the
Elektra series was launched.

These are no 'designer label' types as the
budget for the El | has been spent
elsewhere. The whole circuit is made up
of individual components - there's not a
single IC in sight - so those who believe
in the supremacy of discrete circuitry
over integrated should be pleased.

The pre-amp which handles small

series, all with that amenable MF sound
and down-to-earth price tags.

The old E10 integrated amplifier,
which the El | replaces, dated right back
to the introduction of the Elektra series
and was balanced towards Classical
music. Though it was capable of a musical
presentation, it wasn't really an all-
rounder like many of the excellent sub-
£500 amps it was competing with.
Musical Fidelity's response is the 60watt

HI-FI WORLD

Upgradability is also the name of the
game with the separate pre-amp output
for easy bi-amping. Six line-level inputs
are provided as standard but there is no
option for a phono stage, so vinyl lovers
will be disappointed.

Under the lid on the left a hefty
toroidal transformer is bolted to the base
plate, leaving the rest of the casework to
be filled with the main PCB. Hereupon
lurk 20000uF of reservoir capacitance.

signals is separated from the eight high-
current bi-polar transistors in the power
amp to reduce intermodulation
distortion. Star earthing has also been
used to minimise high-frequency
amplitude and phase distortion. The
output stage itself operates in Class AB
which is more efficient than Musical
Fidelity's favourite pure Class A, even if it
doesn't generally offer the same ultra-
smooth sound.
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BACK TO THE FUTURE

THE BEST SOUNDING SERIES OF LP’S IN HISTORY
DCC’S AMAZING 180G VINYL REISSUE SERIES LET'S YOU HEAR YOUR
FAVOURITE RECORDS LIKE YOU'VE NEVER HEARD THEM BEFORE.

RECORD OF THE MONTH

THE EAGLES: HOTEL CALIFORNIA. RELEASED IN 1976, THIS
RECORD BECAME ONE OF THE LARGEST SELLING RECORDS
OF ALL TIME AND SPENT AN INCREDIBLE 107 WEEKS IN THE
BILLBOARD CHART.FEATURING VICTIM OF LOVE. NEW KID
IN TOWN, LIFE IN THE FAST LANE, AND OF COURSE THE
MEMORABLE TITLE TRACK.PRICE: £21,95

EACH DCC TITLE IS MASTERED FROM THE ORIGINAL TWO-TRACK
SESSION TAPES BY THE BRILLIANT ENGINEER, STEVE HOFFMAN,
PRESSING IS ON HQ180G VIRGIN VINYL, PRODUCING A THICK, FLAT
DISC OF UNMATCHED SOUND QUALITY. ORIGINAL ARTWORK 1S
FAITHFULLY REPRODUCED AND EACH SLEEVE IS INDIVIDUALLY
NUMBERED.

OTHER DCC TITLES CURRENTLY AVAILABLE ON 180G VINYL:

THE DOORS; THE DOORS (LPZ 2046).PRICE: £21,95
THE DOORS: STRANGE DAYS (LPZ 2045). PRICE: £21.95
THE STEVE MILLER BAND: GREATEST HITS 1974-1978.(LPZ 2028) PRICE:£21.95

JONI MITCHELL: COURT & SPARK (LPZ 2044). PRICE: £21.95
NAT “KING" COLE: THE VERY THOUGHT OF YOU (LPZ 2047). PRICE: £21.95
ROY ORBISON: ALL-TIME GREATEST HITS. 2LP. (LPZ (2) 2042). PRICE: £31.95

ELVIS PRESLEY: ELVIS IS BACK (LPZ 2037) - PRICE: £21.95

ELVIS PRESLEY: 24 KARAT HITS. 2LP. (LPZ (2) 2040. PRICE: £31.95
LINDA RONSTADT: GREATEST HITS (LPZ 2048). PRICE: £21.95

ALL THE ABOVE DCC TITLES AND MORE ARE ALSO AVAILABLE ON
AUDIOPHILE GOLD CD

TO PLACE AN ORDER OR TO RECEIVE A FREE COPY OF OUR CURRENT
AUDIOPHILE VINYL CATALOGUE, PLEASE CONTACT:

VIVANTE LONDON

UNIT 4, 60 HIGH STREET, HAMPTON WICK, SURREY KT1 4DB
TEL: 0181 9776600 FAX:0181 977 4445

EUROPE’S PREMIER AUDIOPHILE MAIL ORDER COMPANY

A“""’"b Y CYrRUS
co o eat 138" fOr... ke

Cyrus
Harman-Kardon ||, Widest choice in the area
JBEI; « Independent advice
; + Qualified staff

Snwood « Comfortable dem rooms
Krell AuDIOLAB
Marantz Superb showrooms
Martin-Logan | + Main road location
Merician | Major car parks ncarby
Michell « Insurance estimates
Mission | « Over 30yrs experience.
m“’"w' A!-:"‘;‘y | » Service Dept.

usical-Fi | « Delivery & installation
$'°t°1'.'"g » Pant E;zhange The very best
L angle { Open 1030-5:30 6 days In Hi-Fi and
Quad T Home Cinema...
REL
Rogers Up to 3 yrs.
Ruark
SME Interest Free
Sonus-Faber Credit
Spendor deposit only 20% of MARTIN-
Systemdek £500+ for 12 months LoGAN
Tannoy £4500+ for 24 months
TOL £3000+ for 36 months
Thorens oubject to stwie
Yamaha PRI
& lots more... PS. lyoummalmgaspwolmp

s best to book, weekdeys.

MoNITOR-
AUDIO

24 Gillygate, York
Tel. 01904 629659
High Fidelity Specialists est.1967

e listening rooms

SALE NOW ON. RRP SALE
CD PLAYERS

MICROMEGA STAGE ONE 549.99 379.00 D
MICROMEGA STAGE TWO 699.99 459.00 D
MERIDIAN 203 DAC - 195.00 S/H
MERIDIAN 506 18 BIT 995.00 595.00

MERIDIAN 500 TRANSPORT 1245.00 875.00

MERIDIAN 566 DAC 1095.00 699.00 D
MERIDIAN 508 20 BIT 1685.00 1199.00 D
MICROMEGA STAGE 4 559.00 422.00 N
MICROMEGA STAGE 5 750.00 527.00 N
MICROMEGA STAGE 6 950.00 667.00 N/D
MICROMEGA DRIVE 2 999.00 699.00 D
MICROMEGA DACI 699.00 489.00 D
TEAC VRDS 10 295.00 S/H
THEATA DATA 2 2300.00 1595.00 D
THEATA GEN 5A DAC 6500.00 3999.00 D
TRICHORD REVELATION 800.00 639.00 D
TRICHORD GENESIS - 419.00 D

AMPS
QUAD 77 INT 650.00 455.00 D/N
AUDIO RESEARCH CLASSIC 120 POWER AMPS x 2 - 3000.00 S/H
AUDIO RESEARCH 1S3 - 895.00 S/H
AUDIO RESEARCH LS7 1599.00 1095.00 D
AUDIO RESEARCH D200 POWER AMP - 1395.00 S/H
AUDIO RESEARCH SPI5 A PRE AMP - 1495.00 S/H
AUDIO RESEARCHVT60 VALVE POWER AMP 2645.00 1995.00 D
CLASSE DR4 PRE AMP - 595.00 S/H
HARMAN KARDON AVR 30 PRO LOGIC RECEIVER 1000.00 750.00 D
HARMAN KARDON AVP-1A THX PROCESSOR - 595.00 S/H
BEARD P50 PWR AMP - 395.00 S/H
AURA AUI00 AMP 350.00 219.00 D
ANGSTROM HOME THEATRE DIRECTOR 3495.00 2200.00 D
MICROMEGA TEMPO | AMP 699.00 489.00 D
LOUDSPEAKERS
MERIDIAN A500 ROSEWOOD 815.00 599.00 D
MISSION 754 OAK 1498.00 999.00 D
SONUS FABER EXTREMA/INC SLATE STANDS - 299.00 S/H
B&W 805 995.00 646.00 D
B&W DM305 349.00 249.00 D
KEF CODA 9 299.00 219.00 D
EPOS ES22 1185.00 999.00 D
APOGEE CENTAUR - 795.00 SH
TANNOY 637 499.90 349.90 D
TANNOY 636 419.90 295.00 D
LINN KABERS - 1000.00 D
TUNERS
QUAD 77 TUNER 699.90 499.00 N

VARIOUS HIGH QUALITY CABLES INC. COJELCO, VDH REVELATION, ETC PHONE FOR
DETAILS - SUPER PRICES
D=ExDem S/H=Second Hand N=New
161 OLD BROMPTON ROAD, LONDON, SW5 OLJ
TEL: 0171-244 7750/ 59 FAX: 0171 3700192
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Are you Ted up with
SGUAFIE boxes ?

W ETa
JOH\I KIRK
RZ=2
Wilmslow Audio in conjunction with the enterprising designer John
Kirk are pleased to launch their new range of loudspeakers at the

Glasgow Trade Fair. Scottish Exhibition & conference centre,
22-25 January 1998

Wilmslow ¥ Audio
— W

The londspeaker specualuts for ver 30 sears

THE SHAPE OF THINGS TO COME
WILL BE DICTATED BY US

Wilmslow Audio . 50 Main Street . Broughton Astley . Leicester . LE9 6RD
Tel: 01455 286603 Fax: 01455 286605 Email: wilms) fio‘@dial.pipes.com
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SOUND QUALITY

The amplifier was wired up to a pair of
KEF Q30 floor standers and the signal
supplied by a modified Arcam Alpha |
through MF's own X10-D buffer via
Kimber cabling. A pair of Seas Mighty
Mini stand mounters from Wilmslow
Audio were hooked up too. By way of
comparison, an Aura VA80 and a
Marantz PM-66 Kl-Signature were
employed alongside the El |.

| sampled Daniel Chorzempa's
Organ Extravaganza CD because, from
past experience, | knew the E10 could
handle it so adeptly | couldn't drag
myself away from the music until the
end of the last note. The El | turned
out to be a close tonal relation to the
E10 but it drew much more detail off
the disc, though it's still a step away
from the A2 at around double the
price.

Another area where this amplifier
improves on its older stablemate is
composure. With grand pieces like Die
Walkure by Wagner which would have
the EI0 running out of steam, the EIl |
remained calm and controlled, taking
the scale and drama of such recordings
in its stride. The image of the organ
was as stable as you could wish,
although the sound stage it was set in
could have been wider.

High marks for the pyrotechnics,
what about delicacy | wondered,
choosing cellist Mischa Maisky's
soothing Meditation album of relaxed
pieces for solo cello and piano. Maisky's
playing has always been captivating and
the music came through with all its
emotional intensity. The sound of the
cello was smooth and rich but not
muffled in any way as can happen with
some amps which take this approach
too far. In spite of a hint of metallic
sheen in the upper registers, the El |
still pulled ahead of the Marantz PM-66
KI-S. The Aura VA80 dug out more
detail but couldn't match the seamless
cohesion of the Musical Fidelity's
overall performance.

| had been disappointed by the EIQ's
performance on Rock and Pop music -
my air guitar didn't make it out of its
air case - so | decided to drop the El |
in at the deep end with the noisy Be
Here Now by Oasis. Basslines were
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firm and precise and the timing has
improved but some Rock fans might
find the way rough edges are rounded
off dilutes their musical adrenaline fix.
That said, the sound stage never
collapsed nor did the music become
hard and gritty with the volume set to
‘let the neighbours join in' levels, a
tribute to the generous power supply

and low-distortion design highlighted by

our measurements.

Relaxed Pop like Evolution from
those latter-day crooners Boyz Il Men
was more the El I's cup of tea, as pure
vocals and an enticing melodic flow
demonstrated.

Swapping the KEFs for the Mighty
Minis posed the El | no problems as it
continued its run of easy, natural
midrange and treble above weighty
bass. Its warmth helped tame the bright
treble of the Seas tweeters which can
make for slightly tiring listening at
higher levels.

The El | joins the ranks of MF's
other budget successes. It's a mellow
performer perfect for unwinding to at
the end of a long day rather than
thrashing along to courtesy of a

cherished Heavy Metal album. Working
into a pair of worthy 'speakers like
KEF's Q15 or Q35, Mission’s 750LE or
B&W's 601 the El | will do many an
audiophile proud.

WORLD VERDICT

A very capable integrated with a
smoothness and warmth predisposed
to Classical rather more than Rock.

Measured Performance

see Pl11
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Dhertywn,g
Mahogany
Natural Dak ‘Q'
Medium Dak
Antigue Dak |

Black Ash )1

»

Available in

CASTLE

Castle Acoustics Limited, Park Mill, Shoribank Road, Skipten, North Yorkshire BI323 2TT, England. Tel. (01756) 795333 Fax. ((1750) 795335 email: sales@castleacoustics.co.uk



SONICLINK VERMILION £195/1m.
This bright red cable has an unusual ‘tacky’ texture which
makes it feel distinctly odd to handle and its stiffness means
you might have to bend it to shape. Listening started with
Stravinsky’s The
Sacrifice, a highly
demanding piece because
of its need for equipment to

handle wild dynamics one second and then render a solo
instrument with subtlety and delicacy the next.

The Vermilion did well here thanks to its speed and slam
which make music exciting and up-front. Detail retrieval was
also a strong point.

However, the Vermilion is up against some very tough
competition here which readily showed up its shortcomings.
There was an obvious brightness to this cable which helped
emphasise detail and transient leading edges but gave a hard,

WIRED

*

sound

This month Ketan Bharadia
looks at three up-market

rconnects from SoniclLink, Purist

Audio Design and van den Hul.

aggressive quality to music as well. And low-frequency
performance, although weighty and powerful, lacked
definition, sounding blurred and fat at times. George Michael's
‘Older’ confirmed these traits.

~ "R =

The Vermilion will suit those who like a fast, up-front
sound for Rock but it lacks the tonal balance and natural
presentation necessary for Classical music.

SonicLink

The Derwent Business Centre,
Clarke Street,

Derby DEI 2BU

Tel: 01332 361390

PURIST AUDIO DESIGN ELEMENTA £145/1m.

The Elementa bears a strikingly close resemblance to a hose-
pipe in more ways than one. It contains liquid in its outer

= O «

jacket to damp out vibration and give a cleaner sound.

Dave Brubeck and his Quartet started the proceedings
with ‘Take Five' and the Elementa impressed immediately. The
band were set up in an open, precisely-defined sound stage,
and while lots of detail was apparent, it wasn't thrust out but
presented as part of the music. Dynamics weren't quite up to
Vermilion standard and neither was slam but the Elementa
came fairly close and was more evenly balanced.

With Stravinsky the Elementa scored again - higher
frequencies retained a fluid smoothness and timpani were
reproduced with real weight and power. There was plenty of
space around instruments and

even densely-
orchestrated pieces didn’t
get confused.

The way this cable affected the sound was benign, a touch
of warmth and a slight lack of attack. The Elementa is a fine
cable and good value.

Purist Audio Design
| I Camden Street,
Belfast BT9 6AT
Tel: 01232319148

VAN DEN HUL THE SECOND £199.99/0.8m.
George Michael did the honours first and the Second
responded by giving an excellent account of itself.
Rhythmically it was on a par with the Vermilion, heavy

to combine the best of the other two cables on test without
introducing any of its own weaknesses. There were the
dynamics and get up and go of the Vermilion without the
lapses into aggression along with the fluid, expressive

basslines reproduced with speed, 5 N
definition and weight - a rare - ll L

combination that wasn’t at the expense of any other

part of the frequency spectrum. The vdH sounded
exceptionally smooth but. unusually, there wasn’t a trace of
added warmth or sweetness.

Another characteristic of this cable is an extremely quiet,
inky black background from which the sound develops. This
helps with low-level detail retrieval as well as dynamics.

With Stravinsky | was treated to a performance on a
grand scale. Where the vdH succeeds is in the way it manages

HI-FI WORLD

approach of the Elementa. It looks like The Second comes
first.

Van den Hul

PO Box 31,
Bishop Auckland
DLI47YX

Tel: 01388 663273
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WRITE & WIN
WITH
HI-Fl WORLD!

Every letter we print

wins a superb prize!
Vivante audiophile
LPs, Shure Stylus
Gauges, Ringmat
Statmats,
Decca record brushes,
Chord Co.
interconnects,
Audio Electronics
books and a
FREE subscription
to Hi-Fi World
for the best letter
of the month!
Please write, fax or
E-mail to
Hi-Fi World Mail
(with prizes)

64 Castellain Rd,
Maida Vale,
London W9 1EX
Fax: 0171 289 5620

E-mail:
edit@hi-fiworld.co.uk

The writer of the
‘Letter of the Month’
wins a free subscription
to Hi-Fi World
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CAT A TONIC

As a primarily vinyl-based Jazz
fan and hi-fi victim, | read
Dominic Todd's column
(November ’97) on listener
position with great interest. |
fully concur with his opinion on
moving the sofa away from the
back wall to tighten up the
stereo image.

Unfortunately, the back of
the sofa is where the cat sleeps,
and this repositioning has
resulted in him rolling off and
falling down into the gap

between the sofa and the wall.
Please help!

Rod Bushell

West Wratting,

Cambs.

I have to say that falling cats
is not a problem I've come
across often in the past, but I
sense an opportunity for both
you and your cat here.

If you're handy with a
sewing machine, you can
make a kind of ‘cat flap’ for
the sofa. The flap is stitched
to the back of the sofa along
one long edge while the other

edge has a velcro strip so it
can be fastened to the sofa.
Simply wrap your cat up in
the flap and fasten the velcro
down.

You should now find not
only that your cat can sleep
secure but that your system's
imaging improves even more.
This is because, if the flap is
positioned behind your head,
your faithful feline will now
be absorbing reflected sound
off the rear wall of the room,
which is one of the causes of
blurred imaging. The only
drawback is if your cat

LETTER OF THE MONTH

EXOTIC POSITIONS
Pm having trouble with
sound staging and imaging
in my current hi-fi set up
and would be very grateful
for your advice. My room
dimensions are I5ft. wide
by I6ft. long, with Royd
Prior ’speakers firing down
the length, slightly toed in,
7ft. between the two.
These are driven by Naim
NAC 72/NAP 180
amplifiers with Hi-cap, a
Meridian 506 CD player
supplying the source.

I have found with this
current set-up that the
closer I sit to the ’speakers,
the more intense the sound

staging effects become. In
fact, sitting two to three
feet away from the Priors
appears to be the optimum
position. Also, the greater
the volume at this distance,
the more mind-blowing the
experience. You can
almost visualise the
position of the instruments
with pinpoint precision.

I know that the normal
seating position from the
’speakers is approximately
6ft., which is where | am at
the moment, but the
difference between this
position and right up close
is phenomenal. Can this be
right, or are my ears

B&W's Listening Room Optimiser sits between transport and DAC and
can create a digital filter to correct room response anomalies. Two

benefits are better imaging and sound staging.

playing tricks with me?
Because they are large
floor standing ’speakers, it
doesn’t seem right to be -
sitting so close that | can
almost touch them. Do you
have any suggestions -
could this be due to the
fact that | spend more time
listening to the system
than the music? I look
forward to your comments.
tvan White

Milton Keynes.

I suspect part of the
explanation for you ending
up with this rather extreme
’speaker arrangement is the
flat sound staging a lot of
Naim equipment produces in
my experience.
There's also the fact that
sitting as close to the Royds
as you are, you'll be hearing
almost 100% direct sound
unsullied by reflections from
walls, floor and ceiling. This
in itself will give the bonuses
you've described.
Unfortunately it will also
give a small overall stage
width which sounds very

HI-FI WORLD




d Mcairl

snores, in which case
the signal to noise
ratio will suffer.

If you're not much
of a dab hand when it
comes to sewing, you
can fall back on the

Shure: 01284 761101

audiophile’s best
friend and Blu-Tack
your cat to the sofa.
M

A XIS PRACTICE

Moving both loudspeakers and listening position away from walls

can improve imaging.

My current system is a

No vinyl-lover's system is complete

Linn Axis/Basik Plus/K9, without one of Shure's excellent SFG-2

Arcam Alpha 5+ CD
player, Naim 92 and

LETTER OF THE MONTH (CONT.)

artificial after you've listened to it fora
while. Another problem is that your
room is almost square and will suffer
more than a rectangular room from
lumpy bass due to room modes and the
standing waves they cause.

We're using BEW's prototype Digital
Listening Room Optimiser here at Hi-Fi
World towers at the moment. In its
Room Equalisation mode, the LRO,
which sits between transport and DAC,
sends out a test signal through the hi-fi
system and analyses the results that
come back through its measuring
microphone. It then calculates a digital
filter that will give the flattest
obtainable response at the position of
the microphone (the listening position).

What this means is that the LRO can
effectively remove room modes and
loudspeaker response variations so the
system sounds much more even - bass
and lower midrange boom just
disappear. Two of the beneficiaries are
sound staging and imaging. With the
LRO in our system (set up in our
specially-treated room) both improved
substantially. Although B&W have no
plans as yet to produce the LRO on a
commercial basis, devices like it look
likely to play an increasingly important
role in digital-based hi-fi systems in the
future.

With your ’speakers arranged in a
standard pattern, you could well be
suffering from blurred bass which is
having a knock-on effect on sound
staging and imaging. Copious reflections
off the rear wall won't help either. By
pulling the ’speakers away from the rear
wall you'll lose some bass extension but
the sound will become more spacious
and focused. You could also try toeing
the ’speakers in harder. You'll be
listening to them at the same angle off-
axis, just from outside of the cabinets’
vertical axes, not the inside. This will
also reduce reflections off side walls and
further sharpen imaging.

If you find a toe-in doesn’t help,
then another area worth looking at is
damping down high-frequency
reflections further by hanging rugs on
the walls of your room if you haven’t
already done so. Sound is reflected in
the same way as light is in @ mirror. You
can actually find the best place for a
rug by getting a friend to hold a mirror
on the wall and move it until you can
see the ’speakers.In our 14ft. by 16ft.
listening room, we tend to position our
Jamo Concert 8 loudspeakers 4ft. from
the rear wall and 3ft. in from side walls.
This gives dry bass from these stand
mounters but the imaging and sound
staging are fantastic. JM

HI-FI WORLD

stylus pressure gauges.

NAP 140 amps, Linn Keilidh
*speakers (with plinths),
Precious Metals Silver Signal
100 interconnect and NAC
AS loudspeaker cable.

| would like to upgrade
with a budget of around
£1000 and I'm after detail
and punch. What would give
best value for money; a DAC
(or new player), a Hi-Cap or
a pre-amp!

| think the vinyl replay
could be better. Would a
Goldring 1042 in the
deck/arm be wasted? Can |
obtain back copies of
supplements? Lastly, although
there is a llot spoken about
the Sony WM-Dé
Professional Walkman, how
does the WM-D3
Professional fit into the
scheme of things?
Eric Newman
London.

I know we rabbit on about
the 1042, but it really is
frighteningly good. I've
heard ove on the end of a
seven grand system and it
sounded gorgeous. So yes,
chuck the K9 and get a
Goldring. Also, try looking
for a £150 second-hand
Ittok or good Akito to go
into your Axis - it's a
quick and easy
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For superior CD, try Mission's dAD3Q player.

upgrade.
Elsewhere, I think the

most effective upgrade
would be a new CD player
— personally I'd go straight
for the Cyrus dAD3Q, with
the Roksan Caspian as the
best alternative. Either
would be a big step up
from the Arcam. Then, it's
Hi-Cap time, or you could
look around for an old 32.5
pre-amp — not a visual
match, I know, but a
superb performer
nonetheless. The WM-D3 is
a good mid-price walkie,
but not in the Nakamichi-
slaying league of its bigger
WM-D6 brother. Phone our
office for back issues. DP

mods, Manticore MB6 power
supply, Manticcre Magician
arm and one of Len
Gregory’s latest MM
cartridges, a Leak Troughline
Il with Hi-Fi World decoder
and roof-mount aerial, and a
Teac P-700 transport and
custom-made 20-bit DAC.

My pre-amp, which works
very well, is a scratch-built
version of your valve
phonolline pre-amp while the
power amp is an old Naim
160 connected to a new pair
of Jamo Concert | | floor
standers.

| am looking to upgrade
the amplifier to get the kind
of three-dimensional imaging
which | know these 'speakers

Vivante: 0181 977 6600

L

A0 CARES SN

Keep your turntable happy with a supply of clean vinyl

thanks to Decca's 2+2 record brush from Vivante.

A QUESTION OF
PERSPECTIVE

My current system comprises
a Linn LP12 with all the latest

HI-FI WORLD

are capable of. | had
considered the likes of Krell's
KAV 300i, up-market
Meridian amps or your own

300B design. | would value
your advice.

Anthony Parkin

Ward End,
Birmingham.

Having had a pair of Jamo
Concert 11s in for review
recently we know just how
good these floor standers
are, especially when it

detailed, smooth and
spacious sounding. The
Concert 11s should also
work with the 300B kit -

Douglas Floyd-Douglass
had no problems driving
them with around 20watts
from a valve amp in his
December review of the
Jamos. KB

The Concert || floor standers from Jamo are capable of superb

sound staging given the right amp and source.

comes to sound staging
and imaging.

Top of the replacements
list for your old 160 would
be the gorgeous Michell
Argo pre-amplifier/Alecto
monoblocs which, in terms
of sound staging, are some
of the best weve ever
heard. They combine the
smoothness and detail of
the best valve designs with
plenty of power and
dynamics. In addition to
these, XTC's Pre-1/Pow-1
pairing is well worth a
listen as they too are

Chord Co. Tel: 01722 331674

A set of The Chord Company's
Cobra 2 interconnects should
work well between your DAC

and pre-amp.
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PICK °N’ MIX

After several years of mixing
and matching, | have ended
up with a system that gives
me a clean, accurate and
somewhat 'ear friendly'
sound. Sources are the
Project 1.2 turntable with
Ortofon cartridge and a
Marantz CD-80 CD player
with a DAC-In-The-Box
convertor. The tuner is an
Audiolab 8000T and

t @ hi-

to is Classical and Opera.
Thanks again for your great
work in the magazine.
Arthur Katakalos
arthurk@wr.com.au

I have to say you have a
rather strangely-balanced
system with an ageing CD
player and one of the
cheapest truly hi-fi
turntables you can buy
allied to an expensive
tuner, amplification,
cabling and 'speakers.
Some money spent on a

At £1300 Marantz’s CD-17 KI-Signature isn’t cheap but then it

sounds superb.

amplification is provided by
Audio Research's solid-state
SP-5 pre-amp and a
Threshold Stasis $200 power
amp (100W/ch in class
A/AB). The 'speakers are
Infinity Kappa 8.1is, bi-wired
with Audioquest Type 4
cables. Interconnects are
Mark Levinson Reference
between pre and power amps
and Audioquest Ruby
between the other
components.

Even though | am
generally happy with the
sound, | feel the Marantz
CD-80 is rather outdated,
and with CD technology
having advanced, it is time to
get another digital source. Do
you agree! If yes, what, in
your opinion, would be a
worthy partner with the
equipment | have? My budget
is $1000-$2000 for that
purpose.

The music | mostly listen

FEBRUARY 1998

new digital source would
be a very good idea - the
Marantz is indeed long
past its sell-by date.

If you can afford to
head towards the upper
end of your budget, you
should have a listen to CD
players like Roksan’s £900

Get behind the hi-fi scenes

with a copy of Audio

Electronics.

fiworld.

Caspian and, seeing as you
already like Audiolab’s
components, the £1000
8000CD one-box player.
Alternatives are Marantz’s
standard £1000 CD-17 or,
if your bank manager
looks on you kindly, their
£1300 CD-17 KI-S which is
one of the sweetest, most
natural sounding players
around, especially with
Classical music. [M

v

WAFFLE-FREE DIET

I am currently using a Pink
Triangle Export turntable,
SME Series V Gold tone-arm,
Ortofon MC 2000 Mkl|
cartridge, Michell Iso/Hera
PSU phono stage, AVI
S2000MP pre-amp, Chord
1000B power amp and KEF
103/4 loudspeakers. All
interconnects are SonicLink
Violet and the loudspeaker
cables are solid-core
SonicLink Blue (bi-wire).

The system tends to
waffle in the low bass and the
treble isn't very clear or
precise. Substitution into the
system of cheap QED multi-
strand cable improves the
treble and bass but at the
expense of the midband and
naturalness.

I'd be very grateful for any
advice that you are able to
give me, particularly with
regard to possible choices of
'speaker cable.

Nick Francis
nmfrancis@dera.gov.uk

If something as cheap and
cheerful as QED multi-
strand (around 80p/m) is
outperforming 'speaker
cable that costs £25/m, I
think you're right to point
the finger in that direction.
I have to say I have my
suspicions about the
interconnects as well, from

If you do not want
your e-mail address

published, please let
us know

o . uk

One solution to your problems
would be a set of loudspeaker

cables from Pentacone.

past experience and this
month's review of the
SonicLink Vermilion on
p41.

I'd recommend you
audition Pentacone's
loudspeaker cable at £177
for a 4m bi-wire pair (tel:
01924 445039) or DNM's
Reson at £6.95/m. Both
will be an improvement on
your present cable. J[M

Chord Co. Tel: 01722 331674

Carry on up the cable road with
a pair of The Chord Company's
transparent Cobra 2

interconnects.

HI-FI WORLD
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CHARITY CASE

My turntable is a Systemdek
I1X900 with RB300 arm and
Goldring 1042 cartridge. The
main reason for having this is
to play the new records | had
before CD was introduced,
as well as second-hand vinyl
purchased cheaply — I've
bought LPs from charity
shops, car boot sales and
record fairs for as little as
50p. There are also records
which are still unavailable on
CD, making a turntable an
excellent investment. This
has led to a more
adventurous attitude to
buying music (particularly
with Jazz) which | couldn’t
afford if | only had a CD
player.

Unfortunately not all the
records are in mint
condition. The biggest
problem, even after cleaning
with isopropyl alcohol, is
when an album looks clean
but the stylus digs out lots of
dirt from the groove which
seems to bind together. |
suspect this may be due to
cleaning with washing up
liquid solution which used to
be recommended in some
circles a few years ago. This
is difficult to remove from
the stylus. Does it cause any
damage!?

The rest of my system is
a Marantz CD-63SE via
Kelvin Silver interconnects
into a Sugden A2la driving
Heybrook Quartets with
Chord Flatline twin. The
sound of both sources is
close in terms of quality but |
would like to raise their
performance, particularly
bass extension, and was
thinking of trying an acrylic
platter or a Ringmat. | would
also like to upgrade the
Marantz by adding a DAC. |
have a budget of £500 and
have no objections to buying
used equipment.

Paul Ross
Saltburn,

HI-FI WORLD

Proper support, like Audiophile Furniture's Base support, s a must

if you want to get the most from your sources.

Cleveland.

Dirty records shouldn’t
damage your stylus, and
ultimately they’ll clean up
with use, but I'd
recommend a spin on a
Keith Monks record
cleaner for good measure ~
ask around at your local
hi-fi dealers or record
shops.

Talk to Systemdek
themselves about your
turntable’s best upgrade
path (tel: 01294 271251),
but also call Doug at
Manticore (tel: 01767
318437)— he does bearing
upgrades, power supplies
and arm rewiring.

First though, I'd invest
in a set of Foculpods, or
better still an Audiophile
Furniture Base platform to
go under your deck. The
former are remarkably
cheap and effective, the
latter an essential
purchase if you've a few
quid going spare — I used
one under my GyroDec and
got an extra octave of
bass!

DAC-wise, I'd look for

a used DPA Enlightenment
or Pink Triangle Ordinal.
DP

Wet cleaning of records
only works when the gunk
in suspension is vacuumed
up afterwards. Otherwise,
the process makes records
noisier by depositing gunk
in the bottom of the
groove. NK

v(2

DUTCH DILEMMA
Over the last couple of years
| have been enjoying hi-fi
products either developed,
upgraded or suggested by
your team of audio experts.
My system comprises a
Philips CD-630 CD player,
dual-Positron powered QED
Digit DAC, Pioneer
CTS-740S cassette deck,
KLPI valve line pre-amp,
K588 valve power amp
upgraded to Mkli
specification and KEF Coda 8
'speakers on Standesign
stands. Cables are

Vivante: 0181 977 6600

o

Another weapon in your LP cleaning armoury - a Decca 2+2 record
brush.

Audioquest Ruby
interconnects and Cable Talk
Talk 3 bi-wireable 'speaker
cable.

| have built your KLSI
"speakers and was pleased
with the dynamics and detail
but found that long listening
sessions were rather tiring
because of the very crisp and
clear sound. The budget KEF
'speakers are less tiring and,
driven by your kits, they
sound great - lively and open
with a good sound stage.
However | would like to
upgrade either the CD player
or the 'speakers, but am
completely in the dark as to
where to start.

Is the Philips transport
good enough to warrant a
change of DAC or a Trichord
Clock 2 modification (I like
fiddling and constructing as
you may have gathered) or
should | consider buying a
completely new front-end?
Any suggestion at around ,
£500 would be most
welcome.

On the other hand,
would it be more appropriate
to change the ’speakers first?
Because of their musicality,
Epos ESI2 have been on the
top of my shopping list. |
listen mainly to Jazz and Jazz
Rock.

In the meantime | will be
busy implementing your
upgrades to K5881 (Feb 1997
issue) and KLP| (April 1997
issue).

F. D. Mulder
Heemstede,
Holland.

Sorry, but I'd advise you
to sell your complex
confection of CD players,
DACs, cables and power
supplies and buy a
Marantz CD-63 mkII KI-S
— the best silver-disc
spinner under £500. I know
it's not very tweaky, but
you could always make up
for it at a later date by
buying and modding an
Assemblage DAC kit.

The reason your KLS1s

FEBRUARY 1998

IR "3 "IPJACAALL-IL)] " AAAAA




GRANDE UTOPIA

" For me, this is truly
the ultimate
desert - island
loudspeaker”
Jack English
" Stereofile. Volume 19
! No. 5

Sound Image UK Ltd
52 Milton Road London SW14 8JR
Tel 0181 255 6868 Fax 0181 255 6869

JMlab

ORANGES
&
§ LEMONS

ORANGES & LEMONS

Juicy fruit from London’s freshest
hi-fi / home cinema retailer.
Free home installation + credit cards,

(subject to status).
ARCAM, B&W, CABLETALK,

CHORD CO, DENON, EPOS, KEF,
MARANTZ, MICROMEGA, NAD,
NAIM, NEAT, QUAD, REGA,
ROKSAN, ROTEL, ROYD, RUARK,
SOUNDSTYLE, STANDS UNIQUE,
YAMAHA

Now in our third tangy year
THE INNOVATIVE
AUDIO RETAILER

0171-924 2040
61/63 WEBBS ROAD, CLAPHAM, SW11

Hi Fi Choice “The ECI-1
is one of the more

important integrated
amplifers out there in

hi fi land.” Alan Sircom
England June 95

Hi Fi Choice
“Electrocompaniet’s
cheapest amp is the
one to beat.”" Alvin Gold

Hi Fi News & Record
Review “AW100DMB
combined with the
EC-4 preamplifer is
recommended for
amplifer combinations
over £2000" Alvin Gold

ov 96

Pnces from £500 ECP-1 phono stage through
ECI-2 integrated at £995 to the AW 250 DMB

Sound Image UK Ltd

52 Milton Road London SW14 8JR y
Tel 0181 255 6868 Fax 0181 255 6869

DEFINITIVE AUDIO

Export Tel/Fax 00 44 115 9813562 Tel/Fax 0115 9813562

We have a prestigious reputation for leading edge and innovative audio. We carry a
strict selection of only the finest designs and offer a unique system based approach.
This has earned international acclaim and established recognised sound quality
benchmarks.

Living Voice Auditorium. “I had expected these speakers to be hot on tone and
dynamics, since these parameters embody the company's hi-hi philosophy. | wasn't
disappointed. Vocals were superb, instrumental timbre was beautifully resolved and any
life that could be found in the music was there to walk into.

Consumate performance at an affordable price...”  Hi-Fi Choice ‘97

High sensitivity (34dB/w), outstanding dynamic range, excellent low-level resolution, £1500.

Our products range from modest to exotic, from mainstream to unusual.

* Living Voice Airscout, RW24 Bass Bin * Border Patrol * Art Audio *
* SJS Electroacoustics » Wadia * Musical Fidelity * Kelly Transducers » Lowther »
* Nottingham Analogue « Vitavox « Mystic Mat « Musical Shoes » Platter Matter »
and more......

Second Hand Items Include:
Art Audio Quintet, Chrome/Gold £1200. tmpulse H5 Light Ash £850.
Audio Innovation First Audio Mono's £700, Audio Innovation $200 pre £160,
$200 power £300, S800 Mkl £350, Monarchy M18 DAC £450, Audio Note M2 Line £650,
various EQ tables, high end cables and Vitavox drive units.

AMEX - VISA - MASTERCARD
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LFD's Spirolink interconnects possess an addictive mix of sweetness,

detail and ba

sound harsh is, I'm afraid,
your QED Digit, which
isn't exactly famous for its
rich tonality, unlike
Ishiwata san’s CD-63.
Improve your source and
you'll find the KLS1s
really come into their own
and should easily surpass
Epos’s excellent but much
cheaper ES12s.

I've found LFD’
excellent Spirolink 3 cable
works superbly with the
KI-S, doing wonders for
bass power and clarity - a
good interim tweak. DP

iy

DSPATMAT

Raise your CD sound quality
with one of Ringmat's effective

Statmats.

~@

CRYSTAL BALL
GAZING

| enjoyed your November
feature Choosing A
Recorder, having just chosen
and bought one myself. My
conclusion was more

HI-FI WORLD

wallop.

straightforward. Clearly, CD
wiped the floor with vinyl
pretty fast but there is no
equivalent digital technology
for home recording. The
Japanese love MiniDisc, but
they loved 8-track, Elcaset,
DAT, DCC (well some did)
and CD-R. Pity the Japanese
music enthusiast trying to
keep his life-time music
collection on so many media.

In the meantime,
Compact Cassette has come
a long way thanks to Dolby S,
metal tape formulations and
general technical
development. Contemporary
machines are nothing like the
hiss-boxes we had in the
Eighties. Sadly, the cassette's
reputation has been harmed
by cheap machines, just like
the good old LP.

Obviously, when we do
get cheap recordable digital
home media, it will be great -
but it isn't going to happen
within the next few years.

My conclusion is to buy
an expensive cassette deck
(like my wonderful Sony 6ES)
and enjoy near-perfect Dolby
S on metal tapes, knowing
that you will be able to replay
them almost anywhere for
the next few decades.
Michael Robey
E-mail address withheld
by request

Well, if youve had a look
at last month's review of
Philips’ CDR 870 CD-R

and CD-RW recorder I
think you'll agree the

lie of the land has
changed quite

radically. There is

now a digital home
recording medium

that can be replayed

on any standard CD
player - as you say, it’s
CD-R. And now that
machine and disc prices
are falling (£500 in the
case of the '870 and
about £3-£4 for a blank
CD-R) it’s coming
within the reach of those
who can't afford high-
end gear (which is pretty
much all of us!)

The Analogue to
Digital Convertors in the
CDR 870 are pery capable,
allowing it to ottperform
cassette without difficulty.

True, you should be
able to play your cassettes
almost anywhere for quite
a while to come, but then
the same goes for CD/CD-
R as well, as there are
literally hundreds of
millions of CD players
already out there.

Audio DVD, whether
replay-only or recordable,
is looking like a rather
distant possibility at the
moment. There are still
wranglings over standards
for video DVDs, and audio
DVDs haven't even really
entered the picture yet.
There are a few around -
Pioneer, for example, have
pressed some up - but the
day when you can walk
into your local record shop
and pick up a copy of your
favourite artist’s latest
album on DVD looks to be
at least three or four years
away.

While DVD is still
trying to sort itself out,
inexpensive CD-R/CD-RW
machines like the CDR 870
from Philips look set to
take over, especially as
prices will fall steeply
when the transports start
appearing in Midi and
Mini systems.

Given the fact that the

DVD may be the initials on a lot

of people’s lips at the moment,
but CD-R and CD-RW are much
better bets for rulers of the

digital home-recording market.

overwhelming bulk of
music buyers are perfectly
happy with CD's sound
quality, they're pretty
unlikely to want to switch
to a technology like DVD
unless your avérage DVD
audio disc has two layers,
one of which is a standard
CD replayable on a normnal
CD player, and the disc
itself costs no more than a
CD. As both pre-tecorded
and blank cassette sales
plummet, CD-R and
CD-RW look to have a
bright future ahead of
them. [M

Discover the innier workings of

CD with a copy of Audio
Blectronics.
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VALVE BOOKS 70 Years of Radio Tubes and Valves

The
Williamson
Amplifier -
D.T.N. Williamson.
Offers practical
advice on how to
build and set up the
amplifier for best
results.

£9.95 + £1 p&p
Code: 1040

Principles of Electron Tubes - Herbert .
Reich.

A textbook for beginners starting
with the basics of how a vacuum
tube actually works. Shows how
a simple circuit is designed
including amplifiers,
transformers and power
supplies. A must for both
enthusiasts and hobbyists.
£27.95 + £2 p&p
Code: 1010

An Approach to Audio
Frequency Amplifier Design -

Seventeen circuits

from 5 to 1100watts
- General Electric
AN AFPROACH TO

Co. AUDIO FREQUENCY
High quality amp. AMPLIFIER DESIGN

Seveaseen Clocolts from $- to ) IOPmans
designs using
KT66s, KT88s,
DA100s etc.
Includes two valve

pre-amps complete
with phono stages.
£19.95 + £2 p&p

Mullard Tube
Circvits for
Avdio
Amplifiers
= Includes full
designs for
eleven
power and
control
amps,
including
5-20,

using valves. Begins
with a four chapter tutorial on getting
the best sound from valve amplifiers.
£13.95 + £2 p&p Code: 1030

Code: 1020

——r

-John W.
Stokes.
Outlines the
evolution of
radio receiving
tubes and the
part they
played in the
domestic radio
receiver. A
reference for
those
interested in the history and development, anc

collectors alike.

£19.95 + £2 p&p

Code: 1850

LOUDSPEAKER BOOKS

Electronic
Universal Vode-
Mecum - piotr
Mikolajczyk & Bohdan
Paszkowski. This Data
book comprises
5693 valves
divided into 442
groups. A
comprehensive
book which
contains connection details,
operating parameters, load lines and
example circuits. £49.95 + £6 p&p
Code: 1060

Quick & Easy
Transmission Line
Speaker Design
= Larry D. Sharp.
Practical approach
to designing and
building your own
transmission line
loudspeaker.

Includes
design

examples, equations
and a computer disk (Lotus123) for
Code: 1130

the maths! £10.95 + £2 p&p

Loudspeakers:
The Why and
How of Good
Reproduction -
G.A. Briggs

An easy to
understand book on
building
loudspeakers, using

empirical techniques that pre-date computer
analysis. Strong recommendation for beginners.
£10.95 + £1 p&p Code: 1070

Bullock On Boxes
= Robert M. Bullock ll1.
Using Thiele-Smalit
parameters clearly, it
offers lots of helpful
tables and graphs
to get to grips
with the sizing of
the box and
port of a reflex
loudspeaker.
£12.95 + £2
p&p Code: 1100

Electrostatic
Loudspeaker
Design and
Construction
-Ronald Wagner.
Step by step guide
to the design and
construction of a
full range
electrostatic
loudspeaker,
including basic
operating principles.
Strongly recommended for those wanting to
either build, repair and/or restore or who are just
interested in
electrostatics.
£16.95 + £2 p&p
Code: 1080

The

Loudspeaker
Design
Cookbook, 5th
edition -
Vance Dickason.
This best seller
offers up-to-date
design information for the
home constructor. It uses
modern Thiele-Small
theory and parameters.
£22.95 + £2 p&p
Code: 1090

Theory and
Design of
Loudspeaker
Enclosures-
J. E. Benson.
Covers infinite
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baffle, reflex, passive radiator etc. in great detail
with a highly mathematical approach making it
unsuitable for beginners but highly authoritative
to experienced designers.

£23.95 + £4 p&p Code: 1140

Acoustics - Leo L. Beranek.
This book ranges

from analogous
electrical circuits,
(important for
modelling) to
microphones,
then
loudspeakers
(sealed,
ported and
horn)
showing

how theory
influences practice in drive units.

In addition it describes the behaviour of sound in
rooms.

£39.95 + £4 p&p

Code: 1120

AUDIO ANTHOLOGIES

Audio Anthologies - When Audio
Was Young
Six volumes to collect, covering one of the most
exciting and important eras of hi-fi. The Audio
Anthologies contain many ground breaking
circuits and theory articles of all aspects of hi-fi
design. A must for true
enthasiasts.

AU D10
W IHD010'GY

e ey~ S

90000 000000000 POCPOIOPNOROGEROIOIONOIOEPOITPOTODS

Volume One: May'47 to Dec'49
Contents: 9.5W, 5W and 6.5W 6AS7G amps.,
30W 300B amp., valve FM tuning indicator, 30W
211 power amp., cathode follower amp. using
6V6, an adaptation of the Williamson amp., valve
phono pre-amp., several horn and reflex
loudspeaker designs.

£14.95 + £2 p&p

Code: 1150

Volume Two: Jan'50 to Jul'55
Contents: Ultra linear 6L6 design and operation
of the Williamson, a direct coupled amp.,
Williamson type amp using 6A5s, 40W 845
push-pull amp., valve phono and line pre-amps.,
valves and loudspeaker damping, design and
construction of reflex and horn loudspeakers.
£14.95 + £2 p&p

Code: 1160

Volume Three: Aug'52 to Jun'55
Contents: Simple valve phono stage,
transformerless amplifier using 6082, 20W
5881 amp., 10W 6V6 amp., stereo valve pre-
amp., high quality valve phono stage, a pre-
amp for the Williamson, low distortion tone
control pre-amp., binaural or stereophonic,
transistor phono amp., corner horn loudspeaker,
concrete horn loudspeaker.

£14.95 + £2 p&p

Code: 1170

Volume Four: Jul'55 to Dec'57
Contents: 18W 5881 amp., 4W single-ended
tweeter amp., budget 11W amp., versatile
bass/treble control, transistor theory, transistor
pre-amp., transistor techniques, battery powered
transistor phono pre-amp. and loudspeakers
explained.

£14.95 + £2 p&p

Code: 1180

Volume Five: Jan'58 to Dec'59

Contents: Stereo valve multiplex decoder, 7W
EL84 amp., valve active crossover and 20W
treble amp/50W bass amp., monaural, binaural,

monophonic and stereophonic explained,
heterodyne FM multiplex adapter, transistor pre-
amp., 60W EL34 amp., high power audio amps,
hi-fi loudspeaker enclosure.

£14.95 + £2 p&p

Code: 1190

Volume Six: Jan'60 to Dec'61
Contents: Transistor pre-amps., feedback
techniques, the coming of FM stereo, FM
multiplex adapters, Tape recorders; distortion,
frequency response and noise, 120W 6550 amp.,
loudspeaker efficiency.

£14.95 + £2 p&p

Code: 1200

SOLID STATE ELECTRONICS

The Art of Electronics
- P. Horowitz & W. Hill.
An ideal book for
beginner through to
engineer. Each
chapter takes you
from the basic first
principles through
to full design and
practical circuits.
\ £35.00 + £5.50
| p&p.
Code: 1210

For overseas orders,
please telephone
(+44) 171 289 3533 or

fax (+44) 171 289 5620
for postage rates.

P&P rates are for UK

000000 00R0EOCCEOIBOOIOGOIOIOOROIOGTOIORDOIONONTOEOETS

Please Send (Code No.)

—rA

(enter codes clearly)

| Pay: World Audio Publishing Ltd. £

Exp date Name

Signed

or debit my Mastercard/Visa card (Card No):

Delivery Address:

Tel (Day)

TEL/FAX: 0171-221-0691 OR 24 HOUR ANSWERING MACHINE: 0171-266-0461
Please contact us for overseas P&P charges. Allow 28 days for delivery. All orders subject to availability. If further space is required please attach separate sheet.

Please return to: W.A.P. Ltd., 64 Castellain Road. Maida Vale, London W9 1EX, ENGLAND
E] Tick if you do not want to be added to our mailing list
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VIBRATION CONTROL
PLATFORMS AND THE
MODULAR AUDIO
SUPPORT SYSTEM

UNIQUE PATENTED
PLATFORM DESIGN ! !

As a piece of functional furniture the BASE
Racks and platforms together are a work of
art - Dave Wiley, Audiophile Magazine.

It's refreshing to find a complete isalation
system that values aesthetics as tughly as it
does sonic benefits -

Mr P M Rodwell, Cornwall.

Thanks!! The improvement is

astonishing and after hearing and

trying other audio stands, the performance of
BASE is second to none -

Mr M Slattery, Sussex.

“The Audiophile support brings the sound I hear
at home one step closer to the sounds we
create in the concert hall. Bravo’.....Dr. K
Murphy
(Classical Musician)

ORLD VERDICT

OUTSTANDING - Superb
ound, sometning we'd use ourselves,

ORLD VERDICT

reac Build and finish, and
it sounds great too.

eces

For more details
and a product

Audiophile Furniture Ltd portfolio please

The Square Audiobhilecontact:
B e Tel:01342 826262
RH18 5SE. Fax:01342 824845

‘Bear audio

presents

Shahiniein
DYNAVECTOR
Well Tempered

Stockists and Information from
Pear Audio Ltd. 7 Prospect Place,
Alnmouth, Northumberland, NE66 2RL.
Tel: 01665 830862 Fax: 01665 830051
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SOUND

CONNECTIONS
TEL / FAX : 01244 401280

E-mail : sound.connections@dial.pipex.com

=____= & & & - 1! 3
MAIL ORDER SUPPLIERS OF QUALITY HI-FI ACCESSORIES
R O T - s N

The importance of

cables and accessories

is often overlooked when
purchasing a hi-fi system.
It is very easy to be
sceptical about cables
because of their apparent
high cost or insubstantial
appearance, but they

can play a major part in
achieving the fu'l potential
from your system.

is now available for home trial
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We offer a popular HOME TRIAL SERVICE which
enables you to evaluate cables in your own system,
therefore ensuring you purchase the right cable.

PLEASE TEL / FAX / E-MAIL FOR OUR LATEST PRODUCT AND PRICE LIST
VAN DEN HUL ® DNM RESON @ sonicLINk @ NORDOST @ CHORD CO
xLo @ AUDIO QUEST @ KIMBER ® SENNHEISER @ sTAX ® ORTOFON
LAT @ sumiko @ LYRA ® MICHELL @ STANDS UNIQUE @ TARGET
SOUNDSTYLE @ TOWNSHEND @ 1x0s @ MUSICAL FIDELITY

$2 Green Lane ® Great Sutton ®South Wirral ® Cheshire ® L66 4LE

TEL/FAX
01244 401290

Chester

E-MAIL
replay @ dial.pipex.com

udio consultants

JANUARY SALE

Product new prico sale price

Alchemist Maxim Integrated amplifier £150°
Aichemist Nemesis integrated amplifier £300*
AVI S2000MC Reference CD Player € £1000
AVI S2000MP+P/MM pre/power combination £1850
AVI Positron loudspeaker in cherry wood £749
BluePrint Point One £ £749
Heybrook Heylios in Rosewood a2 £249
Heybrook Quartet in dark walnut 2 £249
LFD Integrated Zero amplifier inc MMMC phono zl £375
LFD LSO preamp with MM/MC phono stage 2

LFD Mistral integrated amp

LFD Mistral CD player

LFD MMO/LS1/PA1 phono stage/pre/power arps

Michell Argo/Hera pre/power supply

Musical Fidelity A2 integrated ampiifier

NAD 533 tumtable inc cartridge

Neat Critique in black

Neat Mystigue in cherrywood

Neat Petite 2 in cherrywood

Origin Live OL1A redwood

Origin Live Victory in cheri

Pink Triangle Export GTi/RB300

Roksan Caspian amplifier

Roksan Caspian CD player

Royd Doubtlet in black

Royd Merlin in black

Royd Sorcerer in black

Sonneter Alabaster integrated amp

Trichord Genesis CD player

Yamaha KX670 cassette deck

Yamaha TX 590RDS

All items are ex-demonstration and have a 2 year warrantv,
“denotes second hand items which hve a 6 month warranty.

Replay is an independent hi-fi specialist based in Chester, we offe- a very high standard
of service which includes home demonstrations throughout the North West, along with
genuine help in choosing or upgrading you hi-fi system. All our customers are seen
individually by appointment and our demonstrations are relaxed ard informal.

We have a superb range of high quality products from:

ALCHEMIST, AUDIO ANALOGUE, AVI, BLUEPRINT, HEYBROOX, KESWICK. LFD,
MISTRAL, NEAT. ORIGIN LIVE. ORTOFON, PAPWORTH, PINK TRIANGLE,
PROJECT, ROKSAN, SONNETEER, TARGET. TRICHORD, TRILOGY, UKD etc.

Visa/Mastercard/Delta/Switch welcome
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- review

POWE

Jon Marks listens to B&W's latest £1000 floor standers, the imposing CDM7s

ou could be
forgiven for thinking
that B&W have been

catching up on old Dr Who
episodes of late - there is a
Dalekesque look to the
CDM?7 thanks to its pod-
mounted tweeter. But
there's a perfectly
reasonable explanation for
this arrangement that has
everything to do with sound
quality and nothing to do
with taking over the
universe.

Putting the aluminium-
dome tweeter in a bulbous
pod and rounding off the
enclosure’s edges here, as in
the stand mounting CDM s,
reduces the amount of
diffraction which causes
blurred imaging.

Filling in the midrange and
bass is a pair of reflex-loaded
F65mm drivers, one with a
cone of B&W's favourite
material, Kevlar, and one of Cobex.
These are bolted into a hefty |8mm
MDF cabinet of 950mm height, 290mm
depth and 220mm width.

Our measurements showed the
B&Ws have a rather enthusiastic bass
which peaks up by 6dB at its maximum.
Given this and their downward
extension | pulled them well away from
the rear wall in our listening room. |
also ended up with approximately
20degrees of toe-in to mitigate a little
of the tweeter's brightness. Driving the
voice coils were Etalon's PreAmpli and
Ampli combo and Audio Analogue's
£600 Puccini SE. Sources were Pink
Triangle's Litaural and Roksan's Caspian
CD players, with cables by van den Hul.

| expected crisp and suitably metallic
percussion from B&W's metal-dome
tweeter and | wasn't disappointed.
Cymbals crashed powerfully on John

HI-FI WORLD

Lee Hooker's Boom
Boom album, the slightly cold character
of the tweeter counterbalanced by the
sweetness and transparency of the
Kevlar mid/bass driver.

The heavy basslines of this album
certainly weren't sounding skimpy or
undernourished through the CDM7s.
Actually, as our measurements had
pointed out, they were a little too well
fed. Bass guitar and cello on Classical
pieces, for instance, could sound rather
tubby and sluggish in spite of bi-wiring,
which is mandatory if you want to get
the best from these ’speakers.

Grace Jones' Slave To The Rhythm
shows up Trevor Horn's penchant for
productions with a huge sense of scale,
and here the CDM7s got the thumbs up

for not sounding constricted
or boxy, the samples that
plaster this album whizzing
around the broad sound stage
with abandon.

Working with material set
against a more natural
backdrop the B&Ws warmed
to Voces Sacrae and their
rendition of Robert White's

sacred music for choir. There
was a generous acoustic, albeit
one that lacked the last inch of
front-to-back depth, and a tonal
sweetness across the midrange
thanks to that Kevlar cone. Vocal
expression was highlighted in this
smooth recording by sibilants
given a touch of emphasis by the
tweeter. The only time this caused
a problem was when volume was
raised and voices could harden up.
The CDM7s are a mixed bag
of a loudspeaker. To their credit
they have swift dynamics, good
detailing, weighty bass and a wide
sound stage. On the debit side the
treble is bright and can become hard,
and the Cobex cone sounds slower and
muddier than the Kevlar. But match
these B&Ws with an amp and source
that possess fine bass control and good
tonal colour and they can still impress ®
B&W CDM7 £999.95
B&W
Marlborough Road,
Lancing,
West Sussex BNI5 8TR
Tel: 01903 750750

WORLD VERDICT
With warm ancillaries the CDM7s
produce a weighty, open sound. Bass
could be faster though.

Measured Performance
see pllil
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TAKE A
LOOK AT
§ THE NEW

CHAMELEON 2

A genuinely well balanced
mix of power, openness
and clarity. Superb
control and imaging. For
a well balanced view of
your Hi-Fi sound out

the Chameleon 2.

For further details:

The Chord Company,
30a Sarum Business Park,
Portway, Salisbury,
Wiltshire, SP4 6EA.

Tel: 01722 331674

Fax: 01722 411388
WWW.CHORD.CO.UK.

THE CHORD

COMPANY

LIMITED

G N
MAKE YOUR REGA SOUND
AS GOOD AS A LINN
Fibrelam plinth kits, Megabearings,
power supplies and Rega tonearm
rewires from £70 and upwards.
There’s a lot of potential upgrading
in your deck - telephone or e-mail
for info pack.

X J
- )
MAKE YOUR LP12 SOUND
AS GOOD AS A MANTRA
Fibrelam subchassis with
Megabearing and motor rebuild,
power supplies and tonearms from
£330 upwards. Manticore Mistral

System Integrity wired phono stage

now available.

\_&

>
=
MAKE YOUR MANTRA
SOUND EVEN BETTER
Take your Mantra up to Magister
level. And then spend your money
on vinyl. Over 4,000 pre-enjoyed
vinyl records in stock from £3 and
upwards. Amplifier and CD
upgrades a speciality.
. o

MANTICORE AUDIO VISUAL
MAV Shareholders Ltd. The Old Tinsmith’s,
Shortmead Street, Biggleswade, Bedfordshire,
SG18 OAP, United Kingdom
Tel: 01767 318437 Fax: 01767 318462

Visa. Mastercard. Delta. Switch. cheque and wonga taken
E-mail: manticore @dial.pipex.com

\ Web: htip://dialspace.dial.pipex.com/manticore/ )
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'm dreaming of
IColossus, a computer

with valves in it. This
has surely got to produce
better sounding CD-Rs and
CD-RWs than today's solid-
state computers, even if
there might be a few - er -
'difficulties’ with
thermionic technology. In
the meantime, seeing
audio on the home
computer becoming ever
more prominent and
learning that it is one of
the most popular domestic
applications, 1 have been
busy trying to brush up on
what is happening on that
side of the fence.

Computers and audio
are merging, something of
a two-edged sword for
most consumers | suspect.
The computer press are
struggling with audio
concepts and
terminologies, but the
audio press equally isn't
going to have an easy time
with computers. And whilst
I'm not exactly
computer illiterate,
neitheramla
computer expert.

What the consumer
will be faced with 1
hate to think, because
audio on computers is
just a trifle
complicated.

So I have been
building a computer to
sort out, in advance, the
kind of problems Hi-Fi
World readers are likely to
encounter when they try to
burn a CD. And believe
me, there are problems!

My first computer has
no valves inside its case,
unlike Colossus - arguably
the world's first computer -
which had 2,500 of them
(see
http://www.cranfield.ac.uk/
cce/bpark/colossus.htm)
and consumed 4.5kWs of
power. Colossus is being
re-built, but not by me - no
way. I'm keeping it simple,
following in the path of
others in the audio
business who have already
done likewise.

Not unsurprisingly, the
audio business harbours
plenty of computer buffs,
many of whom have built
at least one PC. "Oh, you
should try it Noel," was

HI-FI WORLD

kaleidoscope

their common refrain.
"Apart from setting the DIP
switches, configuring the
ultra-wide scuzzy-3 host
card adapter to set the disc
address to zero on the bus
so the machine can boot,
then downloading the
BIOS, it's a doddle!”

I'm not so naive as to
think that computers could
ever be "a doddle".
Somewhere back in the

“So in true DIY style I thought, "Well, if I

Mysteries
from Noel
Keywood

so I've become a Mac man
by default - and very nice
they are too, as far as
computers go that is. Not a
command line in sight;
MS/DOS - whasat? But
whilst a sea of powerful
Macs can rip through page
after page of layouts,
they're no so hot when it
comes to the kind of
number-crunching that
involves Hi-Fi World

can't buy it, I'll build it". “

late Seventies I decided to
get into the upcoming
computer revolution (how
come we still think it's
revolutionary after
20years?) and bought an
ACT Sirius. "Just stick that
in," the salesman said,
handing me a 5in. floppy,
"and type this", as he gave
me a scrap of paper with
the words 'C:/DIR' scrawled
on it. "Then you'll be
away."

That computer was
meant to be a doddle too. 1
had never seen MS/DOS
before and after a few
frustrating days never
wanted to see it again. In
the end, of course, you get
used to the command line'
and off you go.

Publishing demands the
use of Apple Macs for
running ail the commonly-
used desktop publishing
programmes we rely on to
put this magazine together

readers. Because 85% of
the market prefers the less
expensive and more
flexible PC, so loudspeaker
design software, most
CAD/CAM (Computer-
Aided Design and
Manufacture), Spice
electronic design and
circuit simulation
programmes and, now, CD
track writers come
predominantly in PC code,
not Mac code.

The death of the Mac
clones (Macs built by
manufacturers licensed by
Apple) spelt the end of the
Mac to me. | was geared up
for CHRP on the Mac, a
system which would
supposedly read PC code.
It came as no surprise to
me when Motorola's own
first G3 effort vaporised
traditional Macs, even if it
secemed to surprise the Mac
magazines. So Apple pulled
the plug. This was the sort

of competition from a
clone manufacturer they
didn't need.

But it's the sort of
computer I did need, and
possibly many other
people too. So in true DIY
style I thought, "Well, if 1
can't buy it, I'll build it". So
I have, an enormous thing
that is just showing the
first tentative signs of life. 1
didn't design this computer
of course. Computers
these days are pretty
well standardised; 1
simply bought all the
necessary bits,
including a Pentium
Pro 233MHz MMX
chip, Gigabyte
motherboard, SCSI-3
Ultra Wide 4MB hard
drive and a monster
case with loadsa bays ready
for grilling hapless CD-R
and CD-RW drives.

OK, I'm sure Motorola
would laugh, but it's pretty
nifty and it will have plenty
of work to do very soon.
We will be taking a close
interest in audio
applications on the
computer now that CD-R
and CD-RW have emerged,
as well as some complex
issues in interfacing
domestic hi-fi with the
computer so that LPs, for
example. can be loaded
onto CD. There’s also the
question of what kind of
soundcard to use for
wransferring digital data
from a music CD player
onto PC. I'm sure a few
valves and the wonders of
the LP will help soften the
cold face of any computer.
Colossus may only be a
dream but better sounding
CD-Rs are a reality @
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STATIC RUINS THE SOUND
FROM YOUR CDS

Q@ STATMAT |

STOPS THE STATIC

Another
innovative
product
from the

designers of

Ringmat

FIRST REVIEWS & CUSTOMER COMMENTS

* .. Listening extensively myself, and trying the Statmat effect
on others, ... I now instinctively use the device all the
time....Indeed, the Statmat...makes the spoken word more
articulate and clearer in inflections (and therefore instrumental
sounds too), and gives phrasing and timing in music a more
natural, non-fatiguing character....” Christopher Breunig

(Hi-Fi News & Record Review, November 1997)

*..It definitely worked. What I heard was impressive...the sound
isn’t just smoother, sweeter or sharper. Rather, the music itself
seems to change, becoming rhythmically more cohesive,
and altogether more purposeful and coherent.”

Jimmy Hughes (Hi-Fi Choice, December 1997)

“Unbelievable how much difference a piece of plastic film can
make. Stereo imagery, depth and solidity all improved. I can
no longer play a CD without STATMAT!”

Mr A.C. Nottingham

“I’'m always a little sceptical of so-called hi-fi tweaks, but in this
case both my wife and I were stunned! Your claims are
Justified, voices were particularly affected, a more natural sound
and intonation. Instruments are cleaner and better sorted.
Everything sounded more relaxed and fluid. CD has just taken
another step forward! .... Excellent product!”

Mr. N.M. Sleaford

“It works and betters “mats” I've tried so far ....”
Mr R.E. Milton Keynes

STOP THE STATIC WITH

@ STATMAT

IT'S ONLY £19.95

RINGMAT DEVELOPMENTS
P O BOX 200, Brentwood, Essex, CM15 9FB GB
T +44(0) 1277 200 210 F +44 (0) 1277 201 225

Also available on mail order. UK p&p £1.95
Outside UK: Total cost £25, incl. p&p

H FEBRUARY 1998

IT'S NEW.....

G Q

MAKE YOUR REGA SOUND
AS GOOD AS A LINN

Fibrelam plinth kits, Megabearings,

power supplies and Rega tonearm
rewires from £70 and upwards.

There’s a lot of potential upgrading

in your deck - telephone or e-mail

for info pack.
N J

4 )
MAKE YOUR LP12 SOUND
AS GOOD AS A MANTRA

Fibrelam subchassis with
Megabearing and motor rebuild,
power supplies and tonearms from
£330 upwards. Manticore Mistral

System Integrity wired phono stage
now available.

- J
4 A
MAKE YOUR MANTRA
SOUND EVEN BETTER
Take your Mantra up to Magister
level. And then spend your money
on vinyl. Over 4,000 pre-enjoyed
vinyl records in stock from £3 and
upwards. Amplifier and CD
upgrades a speciality.

A J

MANTICORE AUDIO VISUAL
MAV Shareholders Ltd, The Old Tinsmith’s,
Shortmead Street, Biggleswade, Bedfordshire,
SG18 OAP, United Kingdom
Tel: 01767 318437 Fax: 01767 318462

Visa, Mastercard. Delta, Switch, cheque and wonga taken
E-mail: manticore @dial.pipex.com

\ Web: http://dialspace.dial.pipex.com/manticore/ )
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Ketan Bharadia and Jon Marks find a firm foundation with six stylish

equipment platforms at £100-£500.

s any dedicated DIYer knows,
capacitors and resistors have
their own intrinsic sonic

characters which can be put to good
use tuning the amp or CD player
they're soldered into. But electronic
components are only half the story.
Vibration has a big influence on how
your hi-fi sounds, and it’s definitely a
case of the less shake, rattle and roll the
better.

All of the platforms tested here
were set up on top of our standard
rack with MDF shelves and on a metal
coffee table and tested with two CD
players (Roksan Caspian, Marantz
CD-48) and a pre-amp (Etalon
PreAmpli) to ensure consistent results.

The RATA Platform might look like a
simple slab of wood but as soon as you
pick it up you realise appearances can
be deceptive - the 445mm by 350mm
by 35mm Platform is almost as light as a
feather. The name comes from its
construction, TORsion box, and its
weight, LYTE. The outer surfaces form
a thin skin over an internal wooden grid
whose members are glued together.
This gives low mass and good rigidity.
With the Platform in place treble
sweetened and lost its rough edges,
which made violins easier on the ear.
High-frequency detail came out of

Hi-FI WORLD

hiding, as did vocals which were more
solid and life-like.

If your system's bass has a one-note,
plodding feel to it, the Platform can help
here too. Double-bass and electric
guitar were tauter, more tuneful and
weightier than our standard rack alone,
although they could have gone deeper
still.

For £99 the Torlyte Platform is a
good buy. It is bettered by the Perfect
Sound Absorber and the Elemental
Audio in terms of openness and solidity,
but then it costs less than either.

Inside the Monoplinth’s hollow steel
frame (595mm by 460mm by [80mm) is
a mix of small-diameter lead shot and
extremely fine casting sand. This is high-
frequency agitated, so there are no
spaces left inside the frame. The 20mm
thick rubber-damped marble-
agglomerate shelf is located on four
spikes through four small lead
decoupling discs. More spikes in the
hemispherical aluminium tube ends lift
the Monoplinth off the floor.

Alf the time and effort that have
gone into the construction pay aural
dividends - there is a completely
unflappable solidity to the sound. What

surprised us though was the bass speed.
Massy stands often slow bass down and
give it a leaden quality; not so this one.
Treble was grainless and powerful in its
impact without any brightness, and the
midrange had an addictive purity to it.

The Perfect Sound Absorber may
come close in sound stage depth but
the Monoplinth outstripped all the
other platforms here in every respect,
as you'd expect given its cost. £499 for
the sonic and build quality doesn't look
expensive though.

ata’
o o

The No Name is one of the simpler
platforms here as far as innards go. The
outer frame (508mm by 400mm by
50mm) is made from mild steel welded
into a rectangle. Four diagonal braces,
one in each corner, are filled with
SoundBytes (to absorb vibration) and
carry the adjustable spikes which sit in
brass cups to protect soft surfaces.
Four ball bearings mounted on threads
allow the glass top-plate to be levelled.

This platform is the fiddliest to set
up out of the six, thanks to the fact that
you have to remove the glass plate to
reach the spikes.

The No Name managed all the
customary improvements, with more
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X10D Class A
Tube Line Stage

X CANS Class A
Tube Headphone Amplifier

X DAC New Technology
HDCD DAC

MUSICAL FIDELITY

When music matters most

FOR DETAILS OF
A DEALER NEAR YOU,
CONTACT MUSICAL FIDELITY LIMITED,
15-17 OLYMPIC TRADING ESTATE,

FULTON ROABGLMW AMIDDUESEX HAQ OTF.

TELEPHONE 900 2866.

XLP Low Noise
MC/MM Phone Stage

X PRE Class A
Tube Preamplifier

X PSU Add on Power Supply
for all X Series

X TONE
High Quality Tone Control




precise focus across the frequency
range and extra detail and expression.
These were especially telling on tracks
with a slower tempo which could sound
slow and non-committal, as if the
musicians couldn't really be bothered,
with the normal MDF shelf in use. The
No Name speeded bass up and boosted
rhythm and drive.

Sound stage breadth and depth
didn’t benefit quite as much as we had
hoped for £225, with slightly recessed
vocals giving the game away. Higher up
the midrange, cymbals and violins could
also have done with a sweetness
transfusion from the RATA Torlyte.

The No Name is far better than
non-hi-fi supports but it looks rather
expensive next to the RATA and the
Perfect Sound Absorber.

At first sight the Absorber Platform
seems like a thick piece of multi-ply
wood. Measuring 440mm by 400mm by
36mm it's rather more complicated than
it looks. Inside the platform there are
428 individual chambers each of which is
90% filled with small steel balls. The
remaining space in the chamber is taken
up by fine silica sand.

When sound or other vibrations
cause the platform to vibrate, the metal
balls and the silica sand rub together and
turn kinetic energy into thermal energy
so curbing the vibrations. The 6.5kg
weight of the platform is also claimed to
help sound quality, particularly in the
lower to medium frequency ranges.

There are so many of these theories
around that it's easy to become rather
cynical but in the Absorber Platform
they really work. The platform gave
music a beguiling openness and
increased the size of the sound stage,
especially with regard to depth and the
front-to-back layering of images. The
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separation of individual instruments
dramatically improved, as did dynamics,
bass weight and definition, all of which
made it much easier to make out the
various melodic threads in the music.

This platform represents excellent
value for money and in areas like sound
staging it was as accomplished as the
massive Monoplinth.

With the Talos what you see is what
you get, a large slice of beautifully
polished granite which is available in
three colours; Bon Accord, Baltic Brown
and Verdi Magic or black, brown and
green to you and me. Platform Products
are quite flexible in the size of slab they
make but the standard version is 476mm
by 356mm by 30mm and will set you
back £165.

One point (literally) to be careful of
is the spike inserts. You have to be
careful they aren't knocked sideways
otherwise they can be dislodged (which
is what happened to ours).

The Talos is one of those products
that sounds exactly as it looks. It added
a great deal more weight and 'heft' to
the bass, and brought instruments and
vocals more sharply into focus in a
larger sound stage. Ambient detail
improved too, but not to the extent of
either the Monoplinth or the Perfect
Sound Absorber.

The Talos was weakest in the
rhythm department - basslines, though
no more weighty than that of some of
the other platforms, sounded slow and
over-emphasised. This resulted in some
of the zest and sparkle being drained out
of the music.

At £195 the Talos is a little
expensive for the improvements it
provides. If you like the looks though,
it's worth considering.

The AirSus platform is a neat piece of
design and, along with the Elemental, is
one of the more classy looking
platforms on test here. The top is
isolated from the base and thus the
outside world by t0 air-filled bladders
arranged in a honeycomb configuration.
The AirSus is quite compact at 335mm
by 434mm by 70mm and so will fit
comfortably on most tables or racks.
The top and base are made of MDF
which can be clothed in Mahogany, Oak
or Black Ash finishes as standard; others
are availabie on request.

On test the AirSus’s effect proved
variable. At its best on low tables (it
doesn't like sitting atop tall racks) it
gives the sound more solidity, focus, and
greater front-to-back depth. Where the
AirSus lags is in terms of rhythm .

Its additional bass weight comes at
the expense of pace and drive, lending a
slightly lacklustre feeling to up-tempo
numbers. The level of extra detail
unearthed didn't quite mateh up to the
front runners either.

Although it's a smart looking
platform the AirSus is up against stiff
competition from cheaper rivals ®
RATA
Tel: 0800 373467

El
Tel: 01840 211045

No Name Acoustics
Tel: 01603 615817

Perfect Sound
Tel: 01284 701101

Talos
Tel: 01285 862002
Insight Audio

Tel: 01606 552010
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SOUNDS PERFECTION Trichord Research Limired

CORNWALL'S NO.1 SPECIALIST RETAILER C D U PG R AD E

CLOCK 3

L DE FROM
/AAIIABY SR\ TS covERUPGRADE ROV

From the designer of the original Clock 2 upgrade
-7 /

! ' A new generation of Master Clock

AUDIO ANALYSIS OMEGA'S LATEST SPEC BOXED MINT ~ NEW  £4500 SALE  £3495 e g .

PARASOUND HC/A 2200 POWER AMPLIFIER MINT BOXED NEW €1795 NOW €995 Significantly better than anything else

XTC CD PLAYER. 8 WEEKS OLD FULLY GUARANTEED NEW €1250 SALE €89 I've experienced to date" - Jimmy Hughes

ORELLE SA 100 REMOTE CONTROL AMPLIFIER SMTHSOLD NEW  £650 NOW £449 .

AUDIOLAB Q PRE-AMPLIFIER BOXED NEW €1350 ONLY £749

| MICROMEGA MINIUM SYSTEM COMPLETE NEW BOXED RRP  £1500 NOW €695

R.EL. Q100 NEW BOXED ORIGINALLY  £495  ONLY £375 * High accuracy (5ppm) low jitter peformance master clock..

TD.L. STUDIO | SPEAKERS WITH STANDS SALE €295 p ) o i

| CASTLE HARLECH'S MINT BOXED 8 MTH'S OLD NEW €880 ONLY £350 Up to five times reduction in date related jitter

AUDIO SPECTRUM $§-37-3 GOLD SPEAKERS BOXED MINT NEW €695 NOW £399 * Increased transparency, resolution and sound staging

ART AUDIO CONCERTO GROOVE TUBE POWER AMP ONLY €795 * Greater dynamics and sheer listening pleasure

::::z:vv: ::kg::l:gru ::HEOANO STAGE BOXED r(;iv €245 * Can be fitted to most players or transports regardless of price
/ PER N PRE-AMP £295 : . A ) )

B IR/ GWER COMBO NI o The level of improvement is just as significant with expensive

transports as it is with inexpensive players.

MANY MORE BARGAINS AVAILABLE. PLEASE RING FOR LIST
‘ These modifications can be carried out by Trichord Research Ltd, or by your
FULL AUDIONOTE SYSTEM PERMANENTLY ON DEMONSTRATION | local Trichord dealer. Also available in kit form with instructions for the
HEAR THE REMARKABLE KELLY KT3'S ‘ technically competent
WITH VALVE AND SOLID STATE :
MANY PRODUCTS AVAILABLE
ATC, ALCHEMIST PRODUCTS. AUDIO NOTE. AUDIO SPECTRUM. Remote Volume Controller Upgrade - £65
BOSTON, MICHELL. ELEMENTAL AUDIO. HENLEY DESIGNS. MONITOR
AUDIO. MUSICAL FIDELITY. MYRYAD PRODUCTS. NORDOST,

ORTOFON, PARASOUND, PROJECT. REL ACOUSTICS, STANDS Major Credit Cards Accepted
UNIQUE, STRAIGHT WIRE, TEAC. TRIANGLE. TRICHORD RESEARCH,
CONTACT NIGEL Tel: (01684) 573524 Fax: (01684) 577380

AVAILABLE 7 DAYS A WEEK

Tﬁt’;ﬁ’é %132865253‘;35;2 73 Church Street, Malvern, Worcs, WR14 2AE

A1vsrgox

t

w1 19m008

i
For ‘more mformatron contact'

YBROOK HI FILTD._ CLEMO ROAD LISKEARD CORNWALL PL14 3NH
S S BEL: (0)1579 342866 jw0)15793,42833 -

- - - o o -
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best system is your first
- upgrading from dire
minis or midis to a well-
matched budget system
can be awe-inspiring. But
where next? After all, from
here on in your 'sound per
pound’ ratio can
only go down.
When I was at
the bottom of hi-fi's
evolutionary scale,
it always struck me
as odd that
expensive amps
never had tone
controls. How, I
wondered, were
you supposed to
get bass and treble
without them? For
me, leaving the
cloistered world of
loudness enhancement
was such a wrench that I
hung on to my NAD for
years after I'd supposedly
upgraded. Like water
wings on kids or stabilisers
on bikes, my trusty 3020
was always there with its
tone controls and pre-out
sockets if my bass was
down in the doldrums.
But looking back now I
just can't fathom it. Tone
controls are nasty, brutish
things that foul your sound
stage and wreck your
acoustic, so why did I cling
to them for so long? |
guess ['ve changed the way
I listen to music. No longer
do I dig bass that, to
borrow the favourite
expression of another mag
(alternative hi-fi magazines
are available, you know),
"kicks butt". Faced with a
loud, cacophonous boom,
I can only think, "Good
grief, what a loud,
cacophonous boom!" Nor

It’s a cliché that your
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David Price

do I want treble that slices
off tree tops at three
hundred yards. As a mere
babe, Motorhead's 'Killed
By Death' at 110dB -
complete with crashing
pan rolls and hi-hats - was
great. Now it just grates.

all comes down to
knowing your own, your
system's and your bank
manager's limitations and
getting round them all
with some clever, nay
inspired, system matching.
For true hi-fi heaven,

“For true hi-fi heaven, randomly mixing
separates just isn't enough whether you re

spending a hundred pounds or a hundred

grand.

So, as we climb the hi-fi
ladder, we increasingly
swap quantity for quality.
It's no longer enough that
those basslines Rok Da
House, they must sing to
you too. Stereo should do
more than just come from
both ’speakers - it needs
definition and focus - while
dynamics should always go
as quiet as they go loud.
This explains why the
longer we listen to our hi-
fi, the less happy with it we
become. After the initial
caffeine-rush of our first
system, we crave another
hit but can't seem to get
one. Hence the spiral of
upgrading begins, and
each successive purchase
seems more expensive and
less of an improvement.

If this is a familiar
picture, may I respectfully
suggest you're doing
something wrong. The
secret is that most under-
used and misunderstood
of hi-fi terms - synergy. It

randomly mixing separates
just isn't enough whether
you're spending a hundred
pounds or a hundred
grand.

For example, I recently
heard LFD's Mistral CD
player sounding great,
with one of the most fluid
midbands this side of an
LP12/Aro/Karma. The fact
that Dominic Todd and the
rest of Hi-Fi World weren't
too keen on it puzzled me
- we tend to come to the
same conclusions here.
Maybe the partnering
equipment held the
answer - the Mistral sang
with ten grand's worth of
valve amplification, but
didn't work so well with
more 'real world'
ancillaries. A fine design,
but what's the point if
LFD's 'entry-level' player
can't work in anything less
than a super-fi system?

Usually, CD players
aren't the fussiest of front
ends though - in the

awkward stakes vinyl wins
hands down. Analogue
junkies negotiating the
snake pit of turntable, arm
and cartridge
combinations know the
problem of system
matching all too well. I
remember being horrified
when I heard a Pink
Triangle Anniversary/SME
V/Lyra Lydian being
trounced by a decrepit
Hitachi direct-drive
tracking a threadbare
Shure M75ED cartridge.
Explanation? It was in an
over-smooth system which
actually benefited from the
Hitachi's coarseness and
grain!

The trick is to
transcend the 'mix and
match' mindset that is far
too pervasive in hi-fi.
Success means getting
each component's inherent
characteristics to work
with, rather than
against, the
others'. Failure is
lavishing huge
sums of money on
the wrong end of
the system chain,
to the detriment
of the sound.

And you should
also know your
own mind. Do you
crave the back-
breaking seismics
of Krell bass, or
the lilting midband and
treble of single-ended
triodes - because it's damn
near impossible to get
both. The more you spend,
the more you get
transparency, subtlety and
finesse, but you may also
lose the grin-inducing
bang and crash of your
cheap and cheerful budget
system.

As for me, there isn't so
much as a balance control
or a loudness button to be
found in my system. It now
stands tall and proud with
a Michell Orbe/Origin Live
Rega RB300/Ortofon MC
30 Supreme, World Audio
KLPP1/K5881 MkII and
Yamaha NS1000Ms. Okay,
so I tell a lie, because after
years without so much as a
Source Direct button to my
name, my new Yamaha
‘speakers have got, umm,
mid and treble attenuators
built in. So I guess I'm
right back where I started -
damn!
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hi-fi dealers

alist

= SPpCECl

<l 2 Oxford Gants Hill g
E 01885 785961 : 0181-518 0915 ‘S
§ Enfieid audio«T [t L2

D‘ « 0181-367 3132 01256 324311 oy
22 Swindon PRICE PROMISE | Reading
( 01793 538222 + We know you won't 01189585463
Hampstead find better service Camberiey 3
8 ori7eazeas | it et | 01276685597 B
j 5 Chettenham find better sound Brentwood ©
01242 583980 Butif find a bett 01277 264730 =
B
Advice & demonstra- d:allley!o:s lkm;:v A nd" Interest Free Credht, §
tions, Home Cinema | lc;ng 35 we can 3 year guarantee on
& Multi-Room, Part X verify it we'll be happy all hi-fi separates *
e.mail: to match it see us at Q
hifi@audio-t.co.uk |} www.audio-t.co.uk

A COFTRET

LONDON WS5 5AS
TEL. 081 - 567 8703

AMC, Acoustic Energy, Aura, Audiolab, Audio]
innovations, B&O, B&W, Cannon, Castle, Cyrus, Denon
Dual, Evolution, JPW, KEF, Marantz, Micromega,
Mission, Monitor audio, Musicat Fidelity, NAD,
[Nakamichi, Onix, Onkyo, Quad, REL, Rogers, Rotel,
|Systemdek, Target, Teac, Thorens, Van den Hul

10 - 6 pm Mon., Tues., Fnday, & Sal.
Late night Thur., closed Wed.

Two demonstration rooms.
Free local delivery and instaliation

Repairs and Services

"'." EXPERIENCE

rcam o Augiolab * Audroguest ¢ Bang & Olufsen ¢ Chord » C ms
l » Denon » KEF » Marantz « Meridian ® Mission ¢ MF » NAD ¢ adl
* REL  Rotef ¢ Spendor ¢ Tannov ¢ TDL » Yamaha ¢ Sony.

Award Winning Hi-Fi from stock - Sales or Service - WE CAN HELP

Tel: (0171) 580 3535
Fax: (0171) 436 4733

Britain’s Top Specialist Hi-Fi Stores

227 Tottenham Court Road,
London, W1P OHX.

Send or call for your FREE Magazine and Catalogue BADA Bonded
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~ 0171 226 5500 .

Grahams Hi-Fi, Canonbury Yard,
190a New North Road, London N1 78S
Tet 0171226 5500 Fax 0171359 7620

E-mail: world@grahams.co uk
Web site: http://www.grahams.co.uk
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[ (AT INSTANT 0%
FINANCE
AVAILABLE
SERVING LONDON
. FROM BATTERSEA

ORANGES
& LEMONS

Juicy fruit from London's newest, freshest hi-fihome cinema
retailer, Telephone demonstrations or just pop in. All the usual, i.e.
friendly and efficient service, free home installation + credit cards.

THE INNOVATIVE AUDIONISUAL HI-FI RETAILER. ARCAM,
CABLETALK, CHORD CO, DENON, EPOS, MARANTZ, NAD,

NAIM, REGA, ROKSAN, ROTEL. ROYD., RUARK, SOUNDSTYLE

STANDS UNIQUE, YAMAHA,

‘ NOW IN OUR THIRD
TANGY YEAR.

0171- 924 2040

L 61/63 WEBBS ROAD, SW11

&% O’Brien Hi-Fi &=

AKG, ARCAM, , AUDIO TECHNICA,
BEYER, CABLETALK,  CHORD,
CREEK, DENON, DENSEN, JECKLIN,
MAXELL, MICHELL,  MUSICAL
FIDEUTY, NAD, NAIM, ONKYO,
OPERA,  QED, ROGERS, ROYD,
RUARK, SENNHEISER, SEQUENCE,
SME, SONNETEER, SONY, TEAC,
THORENS,  UNISON RESEARCH

)

Demonstration Room - Free car parking
Major Credit Cards -Mail Order -Installation Service
Repair facilities - 5 mins walk from Raynes Park BR
60 Durham Rd, West Wimbledon, London SW20 OTW

Tel.{0181)946-1528 Fax (0181)946-0331

Front End Problem?

contact

The Cartridge Man

It doesn’t have to cost an arm and a
leg to get the best - listen to my
Koestsu - and Decca -eater.

Also agents for Croft, Hadcock,
Real Music Co, Michell &
Moth
plus cartridge re-tipping service

0181 - 688 6565

|___SOUTH |
\SPALDINGS

e THE SOUTH EAST'S LEADING HI-Fl COMPANY

3 DEM ROOMS AV.
HOME DEMS., 0% CREDIT
FREE INSTALLATION
LINN . NAIM . QUAD . AUDIO LAB
DENON MARANTZ . RUARK

MON TO SAT 9.00 to

6.00. TUE9Q.00to 8

SEVICE DEPT

325-354 Lower Addiscombe Road, Croydon, Surrey CRO 7AF
l Telephone: 0181 654 1231/2040 Facsimile: 0181 655 3922

WORTHING AUDIO

20 Treville Gate, W.Sussex BNi | IUA
(0903) 212133
The friendly shop with the best sound system in the South,
Talk Electronics - Friendly Advice - 3 Year Guarantees
Easy Parking - Open Mon-Sat. 10am-6pm.
Late Night Wed 7.30pm.
Agencies include: Arcam, Exp e, Kinshaw, Naim, Audio,
Marantz, Ruark, Audio Technica, Target, Tripod, JPW,
TDL, Orelle, and many more...........

Best place in

town for Hi Fi and
UNILET Home Cinema
Sound & Vision

# Six demonstration rooms

% All leading brands

#* Interest Free Credit

% Free Parking

% Open 10-4 every Sunday
UNILET SOUND & VISION

38 HIGH STREET, NEW MALD)

SURREY, KT3 4BY
Tel: 0181 942 9562 Fax: 0181 336 0820

Swockums of ARCAM » CREEK » EPOS
HEYBROOK ¢ MICROMEGA * NAIM AUDIO
NEAT * REGA * ROKSAN * ROTEL * ROYD
TEAC * YAMARA

| nf1 dCllt

indecently good hi-fi

Otha.nm. Kil‘DA.Tct !

Op:nTm Sec 10.30em - 7.00pm.

SOUTH EAST
B\

Best place in
UNILET town for Hi Fi and
St avizon  Home Cinema

% Three demonstration rooms
% All leading brands

* Interest Free Credit

% Good parking facilities

% Open 10-4 every Sunday

UNILET SOUND & VISION
24-26 UNION STREET, MAIDSTONE ME14 1ED
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hi-fi for grown-ups

ipswich 01473 622866
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WHERE THE MUSIC MATTERS
CHESTER PRESTON
131 Friargate
Preston, PR1 2EE

86-90 Boughton,
Chester CH3 5AQ
(01244) 345576

TUESDAY - SATURDAY 9.00 - 5.30
CLOSED MONDAY

"'.F' EXPERIENCE

Arcam ¢ Audiolab ¢ Audioquest * Bang & Olufsen * Chord » Cyrus
|- Denon » KEF » Marantz * Meridian * Mission ¢ MF « NAD » Quzd]
* REL  Rotel * Spendar ¢ Tannoy ¢ TDL ¢ Yamaha  Sony.

Award Winning Hi-Fi from stock - Sales or Service - WE CAN HELP

Tel: (01325) 481418
Fax: (01325) 382982

Britain's Top Specialist Hi-Fi Stores

17 Coniscliffe Road,
Darlington DL3 7EE.
Send or call for your FREE Magazine and Catalogue. BADA Bonded

HI-FI WORLD



[ SERIOUS KIT
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The finest range of Hi-Fi in the north. Stockists
/ R M of Audionote, Sugden, Impulse. Pro-Ac,
Harbeth, Stemfoort, Target, Neat, Trichord,
Systemdek, Lyra, Proceed, SME, Michell,

5 ] " Heart, Keswick etc etc
50 BRIDGE STREET, MANCHESTER M3 3BN. TELEPHONE: 0161-832 0888/0161-835 1366 Open 10-6pm Mon-Fri

o i 10-5pm Sat
Hu Onsie of Sound 2 oo
Phone 0161 793 6742

EXCLUSIVE HI-FI AND AUDI VISUAL SYSTEMS Fax: 0161 727 7042

GLASGOW EDINBURGH NEWCASTLE LEEDS
0141 248 2857 01312200909 01912303600 0113 242 7777

* 3 Hi-Fi Studios B4
/ « Home Trials [nawas]
. e Home CinemuTheutze u:'
sAudio Visual Equipment lJ
«" P N | 29 N N snhouse Service Depanment
sXEil order available
e e a - sInterest Free Credit (On Selected Liems
Audio Equipment from Icudm§ and specialist APRIM-written details on reguest)
brands 3): you to listen to and choose from.

Hi-Fi for those with
Tel: 01922 493499/473499  an eye for Quality

ARCAM  AUDIO LAB  CHORD NAIM KESWICK AUDIO RESEARCH ALSO-APOILG AT  AUDID ALCHEMY  AUDIO QuESYT  NAW  §OSE  DEYEA CABLE TALK  CHORD COMPANY CYAUS
CELESTION DPA  EPOS  EXPOSURE WEF RL-ERENCE KENWOCO MARANTZ MICHELL  MORDAUNT SHCRT MERIDIAS WCROWEGA U350t MOTH  MUSICAL FIDELITY NAKAMCHE ORTOROM  PAOJECT
OUAD _AQK3AN ROGERS ROTEL SENNHEISER SONY SUMINO SYSTEMDEX TAAGET TDL TUBE TECKAOLOGY VAN DIN UL YAMAWA

| ReCU L LU

FRANK HARVEY

MATTERS Hi- Fi EXCELLENCE

"y ;
r ’ ” [ 163 Spon Strees. Coventry. CVI3BB Tel : 0203 §26200. Toe
4 Mon fo Sal 9 .30 48 § 30. Closed Thursday == -
/ » Audiolao - Audio Alchemy - Alcom - ason - Bose - Ban
41/ Y W S| [MUCHMORE g s S e

THAN HI-FI | et o e e, Mo ey

We AReE n Tipod - Tannoy - Tharens - vion Den i -
LATEST ARRIVRIS _ BADR DEALER MAILORDER - EXPOAT - HOMCE TRIALS
CHORD SPA3200 & SPM12008 PRE.POWER. MERIDIAN 3 Floors. 3 Dem rooms. 3000 sq feet in the pursuit of Hi-Fi Excellence

DSP4000  SPEAKER  SYSTEM, S6SAC-3  SUKROUND
PROCESSOR, 57 POWER AMP, 518 DIGITAL PROCESSOR
AND 566 20-BIT DAC,

CREATIVE AUDIO

hi-fi dealers

ALCHEMIST MAXIM, NEMESIS AND FORSETI AMPLIFIERS, 9 DOGPOLE, SHREWSBURY, . p—
DYNAUDIO RANGE OF SPEAKERS, EPOS ES22, SPENDOR SHROPSHIRE audio e)@ellence 344
AND PRO-AC SPEAKERS, ROYD SQUIRE & DOUBLET Tel: (01743) 241924 BRERE
SPEAKERS, QUAD 77 RANGE. .. Closed Mondays WHERE THE MUSIC MATTERS
@ Comfortable listening rooms Bristol Cardiff
CLEARANGE & SECOND ® Home demonstrations available 65 Park Street 134/6 Crwys Road

@ Part exchange welcom Bristol BS1 5PB COI’dnH CF2 4NR
RAND SALE @ Free ;\:meniis,aumone (01179) 264975 (01222) 228565
@ Interest free credit Gloucester Swansea
58 Bristol Road 9 High Street
Gloucester GL1 55D Swansea SA1 1LE
(01452) 300046 (01792) 474608
Exeter
156 Sidwell Street, Exeter, EX4 6RT
(01392) 491194

OUR VERY SUCCESSFUL SALE NOW
MEANS WE HAVE A NEW LIST.

PLEASE SEND A N S.A.E. FOR AN
UPDATEOF THE NEW BARGAINS CELESTIDN, CYRUS, DENON, DUAL,

AVAILABLE. MERIDIAN, MISSION, MONITOR AUDIO,
QUAD, REVOLVER, ROKSAN, ROTEL,

PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW OPENING TIMES YAMAHA, EPOS, NAIM, KEF, NAD :
TUBSDAY TC SATURADY 10am TILL 5.30pm, TUESDAY - SATURDAY 9.00 - 5.30

LATE NIGHT THURSDAY TILL 7pm. CLOSED MONDAY

Authorised retailer for:
A&R ARCAM, AUDIOLAB,

THE LEADING HI-FI SPECIALIST

Edgbaston, Tel: 0121 429 2811 ARCAM AUDIOLAB QUAD MFRIDIAN MARANTZ DENON PIONBER
. YAMAHA NAD MICROMEGA MISSION KEF CELESTION ATACAM.
mSolihull : 93-95 Hobs Moat Road, s s EINC RCORD L RELDOS
Tel: 0121 742 0254 WE ALSO HAVE FLLL DEMONSTRATION, OF PROJECTION TV Wit
mStourbridge : 156/157 Lower PLEASE PHONE OR s MAT. FOR PICES
High Street, Tel 01384 444184 AL POR GURIATHST CATAI SUOH
THE LEAMINGTON H1 F1 COMFAN

~Demonstrations By Appointiment~ T Reprat S commton Spu Wk €y 581

Phoae 01926 01926 1: & berywne @bbenes.org vk

HI-FI WORLD
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Branches at: _ e
|Birmingham : 363 Hagley Road, THE LEAMINGTON HI-FI COMPANY y u
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= specialist

SERVICES & CONSULTANTS

Hearing is Believing
Arcam
BE&W
cm“ ’ Audiolab
e Castie
Meridian
310 yeans of Fecellence Classé
Rega
55 Main Slre(‘l, Marantx
Blackrock, Epos
Dublin. Naim Audio
Tel: (01) 2889449/2888477 Sony
Open- Tues - St 10 am 10 6 pen. REL
Thue « ri 10 2m to b pm.

atv @ Service & Repairs
k S— J @ Valve & transistor amplifiers

ATV SERVICES /oo ot fode

LEATHERHEAD
01372 456921 @ Vobes Tesed

@ Hi-Fi VCR's

VALVES & TUBES

ﬁv‘ CHELMER VALVE COMPANY
High Quality Audio Valves

Buy CVC PREMIUM Hi-Fi valves direct from us.
All valves processed for improved performance.
We also have Stock of MAJOR BRAND types

including :MULLARD, GEC, BRIMAR, RCA, GE, etc

130, New London Road, Chelmsford, Essex, CM2 ORG

Tel: 01245 265865 Fax: 01245 490064

SERVICES & CONSULTANTS

STUDER REVOX

SALES, SERVICE, SPARES
SERVICE & REPAIR OF
A77, B77, A700, PR99 &

36 SERIES
HI-FI SPARES TO ORDER
SERVICED MACHINES IN
STOCK
APPROVED CONVERSIONS
E.M.A.S.

TEL:01246-275479
FAX:01246 550421

LORICRAFT AUDIO

Required Garrard 301/401, Thorens TD124,
Goldring GL75 any condition or any parts
from new to completely used

Tel/Fax/Answer
01488 7226

hone -

GT AUDIO

GUARANTEED TOP QUALITY REPAIRS AND
SERVICING ON ALL TYPES OF VALVE AUDIO
EQUIPMENT. SYMPATHETIC UPGRADING
CARRIED OUT USING THE FINEST
COMPONENTS AVAILABLE.

Also agents For:-CROFT. G.A.T.E.. GRAAF, LEAK
TROUGHLINE TUNERS. MONRIO,
NOTTINGHAM ANALOGUE, POSSELT. UKD
OPERA, UNISON RESEARCH. YAMAMURA
CHURCHILL ACCESSORIES

TEL: 01895 833099

REVOXSERVICE

Fully Guaranteed Service and Repair

Insured Carriage arranged

Free Estimation

Also:  Tape Supplies
Second User Reconditioned Machines
Spare Parts orders welcome
Free Advice

Ram Tek
Tel: (0181) 207 6159
Fax: (0181)9531118
Kinetic Centre, Theobald Street,
Borehamwood, Herts. WD6 4SE

RESTORATION OF
CLASSIC EQUIPMENT

Electronics engineer (Degree/MAES) with
over 40 years experience and specialist
knowledge of Quad, Radford, Leak, Rogers
and Amstrong, etc. Extensive facilities enable
original standards with detailed reports of
work carried out. Apparatus is demonstrated
prior to clients departure. Available 7 days a
week. Valve testing a speciality.

Circuit Data of Classic Equipment on offer...

PLEASE ENQUIRE
Electronics Engineer and Consultant
Tel: 0181 504 5467 Woodford, Essex

REPAIR & DIY

| TECHNICAL & GENERAL‘I

THE ORIGINAL TURNTABLE SPECIALIST

for the Great Classical Tumtable, Arms, Cartridges, Styli

CONNOISSEUR ¢« GARRARD * GOLDRING
LENCO « ORTOFON » SHURE * SM.E
THORENS » WATTS ‘
All available Genuine spares and our own
re-manufacture of obsolete parts

NO ILLUSORY 'IMPROVEMENT NO
DUBIOUS OR HARMFUL "MODIFICATIONS'

Cartridges and styli, correct radius diamonds, for early
recordings - 78s & Lps

TECHNICAL & GENERAL

P.0O.Box 53 Crowborough, East Sussex TN6 2BY l

Tel: 01892 65 45 34 |

REPAIR & DIY

)
Hndheus

Bored by the sound of your
current Hi-Fi system?

The Russ Andrews Solution

Don't change it - vpgrade it |
By improving the quality of crucial components and
wiring in your equipment you can achieve results that
will astound you...ond far o fraction of the cast of
buying a new model
Our Catal ins the definitive selection of
the World's bes' Hi-Fi components.
Our Upgrade Kits provide instructions an how fa
carry out o vast range of upgrades.
Our Unique ofter-sales technical support ensures
you have access to aur expertise should you have any
queries.

Give it a new lease of life |

Ta receive our latest information and upgrading advice
- just mail, phone or fax the following oddress:
Russ Andrews Lid., Edge Bank House, Kendal, Westmorland
LAS 9AS, ENGLAND. Tel: 01539823247 Fax 01539 823317

Records at Cost

NOW YOU CAN BUY YOUR CDs
AT DEALER'S COST PRICE

As a member of the WSL Records at Cost
Service you can buy any brand new CD at
trade price + postage and a small handling
charge from only 50p. Write, phone, fax or
e-mall us now and we'll send you full details of
the Records at Cost Service and how to join.

WSL P0.B0X 32 ST.LEONARDS EAST SUSSEX T380UZ
TEL:(01424) 718254 (24 Hours) FAX: (01424) 718262
E-MAIL: WILSONSTEREOLIBRARY@COMPUSERVE.COM

PLUS! WE INVITE YOU TO CASH IN ON A
MASSIVE CD WAREHOUSE

CLEARANCE SALE!

HI-FI WORLD




TIP FOR THE TOP

Can DNM'’s Mica cartridge, based on Goldring's evergreen 1042, take over
as king of the diamonds? Jon Marks thinks so.

eja vu: the feeling you've
already seen something once
before. Deja deja vu: the feeling

you've already seen something twice
before. Looking at the Mica Moving
Magnet (MM) cartridge from DNM you
might be getting deja deja deja deja vu.
After all, Goldring were the first to
bring out the 1042 MM, then Roksan
produced its close relative the Corus
Black, AudioNote are having a go too
and DNM have joined in with their Mica
at £150 (or £18S5 if you have no
cartridge to exchange).

What is it that makes the 1042 a
design so many manufacturers use
as the basis for an MM of their
own! A quick listen is all it
takes to find out: sweet, open,
detailed and dynamic, the
1042 makes a lot of
midprice MCs quake in their
generators. So how does
DNM's Mica differ from the
root stock! There was a
certain reluctance to divuige
secrets here beyond the use of
higher tolerance parts than the
standard 1042 and the obvious
threaded holes in the Pocan body
where the Goldring needs a nut and
bolt arrangement. This made for easy
attachment to a Technics SL-1000
Mkil/SME V and Garrard 401/SME 312
for reviewing through phono stages like
DPA'’s 50S and the one on board the
Puccini SE amplifier.

If your MM reveals few truths about
your record collection, then a switch to
the Mica would be a double-edged
sword. The DNM, like the 1042, is
revealing enough to have you reshuffling
your preferred recordings list as you
realise just how bad some albums really
are. A couple of modern Pop LPs took
the prize for 'recording most likely to
have been made through a sock’ in this
respect.

Of course, the side of the blade that

HI-FI WORLD

cuts to the audiophile's advantage is the
one which gives pressings worth their
salt a clarity and precision many seem
to consider the preserve of CD alone.
You shouldn't hear smooth crooning
from Janis Joplin on her Pearl LP, unless
your system offers raw energy as an
optional extra. What the Mica managed
was that delicate tight-rope walk
between the rough and the smooth. As
with DNM's least expensive MC, the
Aciore (reviewed in July 1997), the Mica
needs a week
or two

spent
running-in to take any last tiny
imperfections off its Gyger Il stylus. It
also takes about 20minutes to hit its
stride at the beginning of a listening
session and repays careful set-up too.
Optimising the alignment and bias gave
the sound extra space and focus,
excessive bias causing a flat, closed-in
sound stage.

Unlike the Aciore, the Mica is a
tonally warmer performer, drawing
more from a spring palette of colours
than the MC, which had a hint of winter
to it. This much was confirmed through
our measurements, where the Aciore's
treble lift at around 8kHz was replaced
by a gently down-tilted response. A

relatively even balance such as this
meant the Mica was as smooth, clean
and involving on Chopin’s Etudes, Op 10
and Op25, as it was on Jimi Hendrix's
Axis Bold As Love.

Goldring's 1042 costs £120, the Mica
£150. So the million-dollar question is
how do they stack up against each
other! Surely there wouldn’t be that
much variance between the two!?
Actually | was quite surprised at the
scale of the improvement when moving
from the 1042 to the DNM.

The Mica made its ancestor sound
almost rough and ready. The Goldring
had a looser grasp over the musical
elements, especially the treble, which
tainted cymbals with a touch of
splashiness. Sound staging and imaging

were both vaguer and flatter than the
Mica, which was more convincingly
three dimensional and solid in the
way it handled the groove.
Goldring's 1042 is one of the best
MMs around, but the Mica is better -
it's as simple as that. Trade in your old
MM or MC and £30 on top of the
1042's £120 nets you a clean,
uncoloured and transparent cartridge
that'll have MCs panicking all over again.
DNM Mica £185
Virtual Reality Audio Systems
PO Box 383,
Brentwood,
Essex CMI14 4GB
Tel: 01277 227355

WORLD VERDICT

Betters Goldring's 1042 without
difficulty. MC quality from an MM.

Measured Performance

see Pl11

FEBRUARY 1998



A REFERENCE GUIDE TO BRITAIN'S
MANUFACTURERS AND DISTRIBUTORS.

52 ek 16 Bridge Road,
Cirencester, Gloucester, GL7 IN| Tel +44 (0)1285 654432
Fax +44 (0) 01285 654430 In 1988, a year after the birth of
the Acoustic Energy. the AEl was launched amidst
worldwide acclaim Acoustic Energy Ltd went on to
develope ther Reference Series Loudspeakers, also with
great success It was this success that bought about the 100
Series. a range of loudspeakers aimed at the more volume-
orientated ‘mid-fi° market The immediate success of this
Series has provided significant growth for AE and the
Company continues to expand and re-invest

ALININNT ™ Calt us and allow us to
transform your life with products from an acclaimed range of
Ampltfiers, CD's and Pre/Power combinations including such
models as ‘Kraken® and Forsetu’ right through to our award
winning ‘The Alchemist’ range (Winners 1996 COTY
Japan) Umit J, Furzewood House. Cranbourne ind Est.
Potters Bar, Heres EN6 JJN Tel 01707 664607 (for
enquiries) Tel: 01753 889949 (for UK Sales) Fax: 01707
664207 (for enquiries) Fax 01753 889636 (for UK Sales).

1 25 Montifore Road, Hove. BNJ IRD
Tel 01273 202637 Audion * Edison * Andersson * (Trade
enquiries welcome for our newiy extended range)

. The UK based designers and manufacturers of
high quality speaker stands and equipment racks have now
added to their comprehensive range 3 modular system deat
for housing audio visual praducts and CD storage Please
send for our free brochure to Zenith Crown Ltd Tipton Rd,
Dudley, West Midlands, DY14 Tel 0121 520 5070 Fax 0121
§22 2055 - All export trade enquiries welcome

: “ 7" Pembroke Ave, Denny Industrial Centre,
Waterbeach, Cambridge, CBS 9PB Tel 0122) 440964 or
Fax 0122) 863384 Manufacturers of the Delta 290
Amplficr and the Delta 280 Digital FM Tuner. The two
together produce a sound that has been described as "subtle
and intriguing® and chat prowide “real clout” - discover this
for yourself For information on not only these products but
also the Arcam CD Players, Speakers, Cassette Decks etc.
‘Phone or write in to request a brochure - The pleasure 15 all
yours'

L3 " The Square, Forest
Row, East Sussex RH18 SES Tel 01342 826262 Fax: 01342
824845 Manufacturers of the paented BASE VIBRATION
CONTROL PLATFORMS AND THE MODULAR AUDIO
SUPPORT SYSTEM These Products are endorsed by Hi-Fi
World  Also newly introduced arc the RESONANCE
CONTROLLED HI-FI CABINETS which are mulu level
modular design and available in various sizes and wood
fimshes, Please telephone for more details and a product
portfolio

il ! Cambridge Systems Technology Ltd, Sprtfire
Close, Ermine Park, Huntingdon, Cambs, PEI8 6XY Tel +44
(01480 415600 Fax +44 (0) 1480 52159 The Audiolab
amplifiers, CD players and tuners are internationally
acknowledged for their sophisticated, modern design,
combined with outstanding sound quality and fiexibility
There are now 10 Audiolab models which range from the
famous B000A Integrated Amplifier through to the new
8000CD Integrated CD Player For full information and
deuails of your Audiolab dcaler, please ‘phone or write

v The Audio Partnership plc owns
several of Britain's leading qualiy hi-fi brands, including
Cambridge Audiio, Gale Loudspeakers, Audio |

combo {Gramophone Audio Choice 1996 Award) Closely
followed by our ECA A2 True Ribbon Speakers and Prisma
Phono Amp for “the naturally neutral chain” The barest
minimum of wiring 1n the amps. super symmetry in the
aircuits and vacuum impregnated air coils custom made for
the speakers P O.Box 3023 London NW2 7RW Tel/Fax:
0181 998 1086

2a Bellevue Road. Friern, Barnet, NI 3ES Tel 0181
361 6734 Manufacturer of Sequel 50w mtegrated amphfier
and the Crystal D2A converter Ampiifier and DAC Pease
write in for details

4 Distributor of Croft Valve
Amplification Tel 04902 656517 Fax 0121 68) 8772
Mobile 0956 921740 U K Stockists are Classique
Sounds {Leicester) GT Audio {London NW)
Nottingham Analogue, Purist Audio, The Cartridge
Man (Len Gregory - Croydon). call for overseas
distributors

Tabor House, Norwich
Road, Mulbarton, Norwich, Norfolk, NR14 8]T Tel (0}508)
§78272 UK distributors of FOCAL drive units and SOLEN
(chateauroux} polypropylene capacitors and the largest
nductor manufacturer in the UK Comprehensive range of
DIY Speaker Parts and Kits. Sub-Bass and Etectromc Filters
“Ewarything but the wood" Enquinies should be accompanied
by a 38p stamped addressed envelope

) 20 Tunbridge Road, Southend on Sea.
Essex 552 6LT Tel 01702 612116 Fuller's audio produce
a range of innovative products Amplification - 210 single
:nd:é class A semiconductor power amplifier - £1200,
b70 2 mosfet power amplifier of high standard - £599, prel
and prel + matching pre-amphfiers - £599/£649, gem:

hono stage for mm and mc cartridges £299
{oudspnkers - Pharoah system, upgradable from t pair of
cabinets to 3 pairs for truly extended bass. passivefactive
options £649-£2499, Sphinx a 3 way floor standing unit
£849, Sultan HE, 98dB sensitivity £439, matching Sub
Woofer £559. Sultan, 91 5d8 sensitvity £309

. Tie OId Chapel, 282 Slapton Road.
Harrogate. Yorks Tel 01423 500442 Somebody
Somewhere must make better storage umts for CDs, Music,
LPs. HiFi, Books, etc than lan Edwards BUT unuil he
appears, why not send for the brochure showsng a selecuon
of HAND MADE units To do this please send 3 x 2nd class
samps

are a long established supplier of high

Snluy speaker kits, components and PTFE Silver cables.
ur kit range inciudes 6 Transmission Lines and Kits for
AV use, available with or without flat-pack cabinets (Plain
or preveneered) Our latest Transmission Line has a spun
alumimum bass umit and a superb new ribbon tweeter For
details send large 30p SAE - IPL Acoustics, 2 Laverton
Road, Westbury, Wiltshire, BA1J 3RS Te! 01373 82333

* 17 Jamo House, § Faraday Close, Drayton
Fields, Daventry, Northants, NNI| SRD Tel 01327
301300 Fax 01327 300511 Web page www jamo co ult
“The Sound Of Excellence”™ Loudspeakers form Jamo are
the result of 30years experience and development work
Over the years, a comprehensive fund of knowledge has
accumulated in the company, which contributes to maling
Jamo one of the world's leading and most recognised
loudspeaker makers. In addition, Jamo was the first
loudspeak er to obtain the coveted ISO 9001

and Ariston  All produts arc designed and cngineered in the
UK and our reputauon for innovation, relability and
exceptional value for money has resulted in the Audio
Partnership being at the forefront of Briush manufacturers
All products are exclusively avalab'e through Recher Scunds
stores around UK and for further information please call
free on 0800 181355, or drop us a line at the address
below The Audio Partnership Flc. Gallery Court Hankey
Place, London SE| 4BB. England

" S0 Manufacturers of the the
outstanding DAX digital to analogue converter, comes DAX-
2, 2 new Hi-End reference converter able to dig deeper mto
the digital source than ever before! A new addition to the
superb PASSION series of all Vishay controllers has just
been introduced in the form of PASSION 8, a fully remote
controlled uniquely transparent passive preamplifier, the
perfect match for BESIRE By word of mouth our DESIRE
power amphfier ts rapidly convincing histeners, whelther
passive or active! New for 1997 1s TRANSCEND a sute of
art CD transport with AES, coaxal, AT&T glass and Toshnk
outputs Audio Synthests, PO BOX 50,Nottingham, NG9
10Z, Tel (+44) (0)115 922 4138 Fax (+44) (0)11S 922
9701

. “ 40 Unit 12, Farnborough Business Centre,
Eelmoor Road, Farnborough. Hampshire, GU14 7XA, Tel
{+44) (0)1252 373434 Fax (+44) (0)1252 371818
Designers and manufacturers of British made high quality,
value for money, interconnect and speaker cables Phone or
fax for a free full colour brachure on our What Hi-Fi? § star
rated products.

TRNriing AW Llandudno Road, Cardiff
CF3 BPG Tel 01222 779 401 Supplies / manufactures
maiorder, high purity silver interconnects. loudspeaker
cables. internal wires and bespoke mains cab'es Generous
two weel trial period

A : Crowther Road, Washington,
Tyne & Wear, NEJ8 0BW UK Sales 0191 415 0205 Fax
0191-416-0392 E-Mail mbe@canford co uk Internet
www canford co uk The UK's leading manufacturer and
distrtbutor of prof audio lists 0

certificate for 1ts quahity assurance system

: ! Springfietd Mils Spa

Streec, Ossetr, Wakefield WFS OHW Tel 01924 277626
Fax 01924 270759 Fi-Rax offers a new dimenson in audo
visual ractung High quality alunwn um construction Finishes
available to your chaxe le adjustable 6mm glass shelving
sound insulation on sheiffeet Custom created to sut your
system. Free delivery throughout the UK For further
information or a free brochure contact JEM Distribution
: L : L w Cyntra Place,
201 Mare Street. Hackney, London E8 JQE Tel 0181 985
1646 Jordan Wates Acoustics for Sight AND Sound

B AU 2 " 1" 54 Coach Road,
Outwood. Wakefield, W Yorks, WFI JEX TellFax 01924
870606 °I'd say that the Figaro i3 the best miniature speaker
| have heard™ Audiophile March 1993 Write i or cab for
detals on our full product range and your nearest stochist

Ve L% 35 Farlough Road,
Dungannon. N Ireland BT7] 4DU Tel 01868 748632
Fax 01868 448281 Kronos 15 the UK distributor of some of
the finest Hi Fi products in Europe These include
Audiomeca digital products and turatables, Lieder silver
speaker and interconnect cables. Pro-ject turn-tables and
amplifiers, Triangle speslers and electronscs, and YBA
amplifiers We also handle Frameworks equipment tables,
Arion valve amplifiers and mains filters and Essex Audio
digital products from the UK. Please telephone or write for
product details and dealer lists.

Ak L | Mayo Road, Croydon,
Surrey CRO 2QP Tel O0IBi 684 {166 ;ix 0181 684 3056
One of the largest distributors of electronic valves, tubes
and semi-conductors in the UK and USA manufacturers
stock We specalise in obsolete types including original UK
and USA made audio valves Telephone or fax for an
immediate quotation

7 Lancaster Gardens West, Clacton-on-Sea,
Essex COI5 6QG Tel (01255) 422533 Fax (01255) 221069
Manyf! er of High Quality:Amphificrs, CD Players,DIA

cableing & connectors Canford invite interested parties to
<all for one of their FREE 850 page bi-annual catalogucs
which details over 12.000 products éanlord have offices and
distributors world-wide
: . 1773 Bower Mount

Road, Maidstone.Kent MEI6 BAX Telephone 01622-764874,
Fax 01622-688480 We have recently complemented our
highly acclaimed SPM range of power amplifiers with 2
superb pre-amps - the CPA 2800 + CPA 4000as weil as the
BBC qualified LSSH12A loudspeater & LFS/12 bass extension
system Calf us for copies of reviews that will feave you
wanting details of your nearest retailer

e 4 " % "7 2 Bellevue Road, Frien Barnet,
London NI JER Tel 0181 361 4133, Fax 0181 361 4i36
Manufacturers of the 4240SE Integrated Amp, A42 Power
Amp, P42 Pre-Amp, CD42 Compact Disc Player, OBH-8
MM Phono Pre-Amp, OBH-9 MC Phono Fre-Amp OBH-10
IR Remote Volume Control OBH-11 Headphone Amphifier,
OBH-12 Remote Passive Pre-Amp New range launched
Spring '97

BE RSP0 Box 91, Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk, P30
ONF Tel 01284 828 926 Fax 01284 828 026. DBS Audio
supply quality loudspeaker futs designed by Dave Berriman
The DBS 6, features a custom-built 8-inch cast-chassis
woofer with high-power voice coil, Morel high-power
tweeter, and ready-assembled crossover with van den Hul
cable ICW 60V polypropylene capacitors and bi-wired with
gold-plated terminals By popular demand DBS4Il 1s now
upgraded to Mifil {upgrade kit available) New designs are
planned Also, UK distrtbutor for the CLIO professional
quality (but casy to use) PC.based audio measuring system
Mastercard { Visa accepted

v Resulung from our own research
and development. The ECA Design Team, has athieved the
award winning Vista S/ Lectern g Pre Power combo (Best
Buy Hi-Fi Chouce) and the Vista HD?Lectern HD Pre-Power

Converters.copper & Silver Cables Hand built to the highest
standards to give stunming performance & classey looks  No
gimmicks just pure sound. High End Audio has never been
50 affordable News Mystral range for those who want an
alternative to mass produced products Top quality looks &
sounds at surprisingly reasonable prices

" Vinuge DIY® 4 By Lane, Goose
Green, Lambourn, Berks RGI7 BXQ Tel 01488 72267
Specialist restoration of Garrard 3J01's and 40t's using
genuine spares and re-manufactured parts to origmal pristine
standards in our newly bullt work shops designed primarily
for these purposes. Wanted. Go'dning GL75

- — B LT Areside Mills,
Cononley, Keighley, West Yorkshire, BD20 8LW Tel 01535
632700 Fax: OIS;S 62887, Distributors of High Quality
audio products from LFD ampiifiers, Totem Loudspeakers,
Reference Recordings, Jeckhin Float Headphones, Sequence
loudspeakers, Sonneteer amplifiers and quality recordings
from Proprius, Prophone, Opus. MAP and Swedish Society
IF {TS MUSIC YOU LOVE. TELEPHONE OR WRITE FOR
LITERATURE

2 Theobold Street, BorehamWood, Herts WD6
4SE For full information on our full range of excelient
products including the Gyrodec, Alecto, Iso, Argo and
others please telephone us on 0181 953 0771 Michell -
Symbol of Precision

. A range of
equipment hand built in the UK, consisting of a CD player /
D.A converter [ integrateds & prefpower amplificrs The
m(csmed amplifiers are designated 125/250/600 Priced at
£249/£399/£999 Pre-power versions of the 250/600 are
priced at £799/£899 The CD player @ £579 & DAC @
£399 offer astounding performance and complete the 250
range For further info please call - 0151 236 7667

Prima Links, Yew Trce, Stone House Lane.

Peciforton, Tarporley, CW 9T) Tel 01829 260503 The
manufacturer of PINK LINK interconnects would like to
thank Hi-Fr World for their excellent review in their
February edition All interconnects are made from high
conductivity silver plated copper PTFE insulated, and are
uniquely conditioned For mail order details of fuli range
please contact us on Tel 01829 260503

3 Ber House, 158 Ber Street
Norwich NRi JEN Tel 01603 615817 Manufacturers of
distinctive Hi-Fi and audio wisual equipment supports Some
supports look great but do they improve the sounds’
Others sound great but look ke a welder's bench Our
stands not only lool stunaing but they deliver unbcatable
sound quahity The range includes multi-tiered stands.
1solation tables, wall mounted sheives and sphaker stands
all avarlable in 4 strifang finishes A sight for sore ears

A - Tel 01773
762947 Design and manufacture of quality analogue audio
We're in the business because we reahse how important
music 15 Our turntable arms and cartridges sell the world
over 2 commitment to providing al! our customer's with
the best of analogue we love music

. “1 4 Cross Bank Road. Batley,
W Yorks WFI7 8P] Tel'Fax 01924 445039 Naturally
recorded music on CD & LP Three dimensional, Dynamic
& Live Plus dynamic equipment to play it on. including a
concrete turntable and speakers. hinear tracking arm,
unique cabling system and valve amplificaton  WE WERE
AT THE RECORDING SESSION!
.- “A beauniful
and stunming range of support systems for both hi-fi and
audio visual equipment Manufactured in the UK for the
new millerum Comprising stylish toughened safcty glass
and stainless steel support rods, these products provide
both visual and sound performance The new Premicr
range 15 totally modular and therefore totally flexible,
suiting the needs of all customers All models are fully
sprled and flat packed for ease of transportation Please
<all for further details TelFax ~44 (0) 1274 581249

. Natural Acoustical Music
recorded on CD & LP Three Dimensional, Dynamic and
Live SYSTEM HARMONISING A service to extract the
full potential of your hi-fi equipment by careful and
innovative methods of Synergy Tuning {on'y £25 a visit}
WE WERE AT THE RECORDING SESSION! Because we
record live music we know what it sounds like 4, Cross
Bank Road, Batley. W Yorks WFI7 8P| TelfFax 01924
445039
E-Mail;pentacone@hotmail com
WWW, http l{dspace dial pipex com/nim

' High density marble ISOLATION
PLATFORMS for all makes of equipment RACKS'STANDS
An elegant way to UPGRADE Improves clarity better
BASS control 3 Abbotts Drive North Wembley,
Middlesex HAQ 358 Tel 0181 904 2646 Also NEALGAR
DISTIBUTION TelFax 01296 24756
2 " : Are the specialist
component company for high end audio enthusiasts Also
carbon tubesfaudio valves Major stockists for Golden
Dragon, Mullard. GEC & Tecnix valves plus a vast archive
of vintage tubes

- . Prism House, Duncan
Street. Banff, Aberdeenshire, AB4S | EQ Tel 01261
818444 Fax 01261 818555 Httpliwww prism-
acoustics com E-mad enquiries@prismacoustics com Prism
Acoustics Ltd Has poneered the used of Reflective Wave
Technology (RWT) in the design of ali our loudspeakers
Contact to find out more!

W e Uncover the true sound
quality and potential of your system Use the natural
benefits of granite and marble These natural materals
offer better base definition, clanity, and natural sound
staging capabilities CDtTurn-table platforms, custom
made stands, shelves or anything you desire cut and
polished to any shape or size required.Tel. 01603 721995

. . " North Road, Bridgend Ind Est
Bridgend, Mid Glamorgan. CF31 TP UK Tel 01656 768
777, “mternational *44 656 768 777 Fax 01656 766 093
international +44 656 766 093 The UK's only specialist
sub-bass speaker manufacturer “The only one that worxs®
Get your dealer to give you a home demo and find out
what the fuss 1s all about
n FAGAL S Unt 2, Borehamwood Ind
Park Rowley Lane, Borehamwood, Herts WD6 SPZ Tel
0181 207 5050. Fax 0181 207 4572 Sub Base Systems - Rel
Strata, Stadium, Stentor. Studio

» ’ SRRV RRT Holly Teee
House, The Green, Full Sutton, YORK YO4 IHW Tel
01759 372795 The scrvice, overhaul and reconditioning of
all Tandberg hi-h products regardiess of age

SITHNANS e Bradford Road,
Gomersal, Cleckheaton, W Yor's BDI9 4AZ Tel 01274
872442 Fax 01274 869935 Manufacturers of very high
quality loudspeaker enclosures and drive units Examples
being the £270 RAB series 2 as supphed to the BRC and
the 5* reviewed Minette 2 at £120

dlad b e : Ringmat
Developments, PO Box 200, Brentwood, Essex CM1S 9FB
Tel 01277 200 210 Ringmat 15 the first support for a
record on a turntable platter to be properly designed and
15 now the leading turntable mat for the discerning hstencr
The recent XLR version of the RINGMAT 330 MK
Improves performance stll further Also now avatfable arc
RINGMAT Platter Inserts for Roksan Xerxes and Garrard
401 turntables, which bring significant improvements
sound quality when used with the RINGMAT 330 MKLL
and XLR record supports In September 1997, Ringmat
Developments unveiled its latest product - STATMAT -
claiming st to bring the biggest advance in CD sound
reproduction since compact discs were introduced 1n
983

’ . P O BOX 22, Stevenage.
Hertfordshire SG2 BHF, England Tel 01438 7409!]
Following the highly acclaimed Phase 2 integrated, by
adding the Phase 3 pawer amplifier and bi-amping, Shearne
Audio are continuing the design philosophy of an
upgradable system through the range Introducing the
Phase 6, a superbly musical, specralised pre-ampinher
allowing owners of the Phase 2 or 3 or both to upgrade
their systems to highly specialised levels, also the
introduction of the Phase S, 100 watt Monobloclk These
along with the phase 6 pre-amphifier can be used via Phono
inputs or balanced mode giving even greater versatiity

#% The Derwent Business Centre.Clarke
Street,Decby DEI 2BU Tel ~44.01 332-361390 Fax *44.
0l]]2-2988;6 SALES HOTLINE .-07-00-CABLE(0700-00-
22253)Make the World's Finest HI-Fy Cables from the
Highest Quality Materials Somic Link SILYER PINK Sonic
Link VERMILLION Interconnect Somc Link AST200 x 2
BiWire Spcaker Cable Sonic Link VIOLET Interconnect
Plus many more Please ring for detals,

72 Novar Drive, Hyndland, Glasgow,,
GI2 9TZ Tel 0141 339 7595 Faux 0141 339 7592 e-mail
bytes@colloguium co uk We specialse only i mass load n,
material After hours exhagstvely testing SOUND BYTE:

with various types of speakiers, we know it works and so do
you - we have never had a sigle complant Call us for
advise on how much to add to your equipment for the best
performance and the location of your ncarest dealer

’ e . 52 Milton Road, London
Swi4 8JR Tel: 0181 -255-6868 Importers and distributers of
the finest audio equipment. featuring the stunning Bou.lder
2,000 series and the complete range from Norwegian
manufacturer Electrocompaniet

. AN Tel {01745) 360070 Fax
{01745) 360086 Spectra Dynam ¢s make a range of products
10 sunt the connosseur and DIY enthusast Products include
Deftex Acoustic Panels, the smplest and most cost effective
way to upgrade your existing system. Isolation Feet,
Damping Sf\eel. Sealing Strip. Gaskets etc For a FREE
information pack and details of other products please
telephone or fax

: Valley Works, Station Lane,
Heckmondwike, West Yorkshire, WF16 ONF Tel 01924
404088 Manufacturers of hand crafted audio products "A
world of Music® Call or write in for information on our
SDA-! Digial to Analogue Converter, SDT-I CD Player,
A2la Class "A® Amplifier, A2SB Integrated Amplifier, A48
Integrated Amplifier, AuSlc Pre Amplifier AuSlp Power
Armpifier and more

Unit 12 Farnborough Business
Centre, Eelmoor Road, Farnborough. Hampshire. GU14
TXA Tel 01252 378838 Please ring for detais

' ’ Britannia House,
Leagrave Road, Luton, LU IR) The Audio equipment, rack
and speaker stand speciahst For information on our
products please telephone or write

MW distabutes some of the best per(ormm% hifi
and alv accessories currently avaliable in the UK These
include Puresonic. best known for its range of high
performance interconnects and connectors, and cable
adapters for 3 wide vanety of b and a v appl cationsan its
cange, Tech-Link’s own brand Switch Boxes are the perfect
solution to muftiple applications - for example i1ts highly
accaimed TAS-1 15 2 very practica) and inexpansive way of
switching your spealers between hi-fi and home cinema
systems, and Shark - a range of very exclusve migh quality
cables, ynterconnects and connectors

For more information . contact Tech-Link at Uns 112, 76a
Farnley Road, London, SE25 6NX  Tel 0181 771 8388, Fax:
0181 771 1840

5 Marlin House. The Croxley Centre, Watford WD
8YA Tel 01923 819630 Fax 01923 236290 Teac has
already established a virtual world-dominance in the
manufacture of precision recording equipment and data
storage products and the company i1s Now turming its
attentron to its core hi-fi and audio related products The
Tolkyo Electro-Acoustic Company thesce TEAC) was formed
n 1956 Over the years TEAC has produced some of the
world's most outstanding recording equipment, including
many excelient affordable home cassette decks {for which
the name TEAC became atmost synonymous) and by the
ume of the dawning of the digital age at the beginning of the
1980's 1t was internationally acknowledged as a world feader
1n audio technology with a string of high fidehity firsts to 1ts
name 1997 saw a significant turning point for TEAC with the
launch of a superb new mini-system. a newly developed
VROS mini CD player and a Briush designed CD player

0 siny I Following on from the
highiy acclaimed CD clocl osellator modifications the Pulzar
Serres One digital to anslogue converter This unique design
% part muitib't and part bitstream to give absalutc | meneity
over an extremely wide dynamic range Switchable between
18 or 20 bit resolution this converter will become the
standard for CD replay For details telephone 01684 573524

o ' Kirkland, 32 Head Street. Beith,
Ayrshire KAIS 2EU Tel 01505 504128 A new manufacturer
In Scotland producing a very different valve power amplifier
The DIREC‘F OUTPUT (Patent applicd for} design. after two
years of development. has resulted in a power amplifier
which dispenses with the output transformer, yet has an
output (mpedance of only 02 ohm’ Distortion 1s low at
about 005{. and because there s no output transformer the
bandwidth 15 very wide with no loss of power or increase In
distortion  The result 15 astonshingly clear and natural
sound Two versions hand made to order the SIS gwing
I5w per channel stereo, the M50, 50w mono  Blaci or
colour firush

vivm . . 50 Main Streec, Broughton Astley,
Leicester LE9 6RO Tel (01455) 286603 Fan (01455)
286605 “Extensive range of Drive Units and over 30
different designs of seif-assembly ki Drive units include
those from KEF, Dynaudio, Audax, Seas, Peerless, Scanspeak
and Morel Everything required for the loudspeaker Builder,
and facihties to Hsten to the kits in built up form *

BTN LISAAL CONVENTY NS

Audio Signal converters. Line to phono converter For
those people who no longer use turntables. this compact
signal matching module enables the connection of a Ine level
device to these unused phono inputs Performance 1s
exceptional 1dB to 20 kHz and greater than 96 dB sin For
mid hefi systems offer a phono input as their only external
connection, this modu‘e provides a convenient means of
connecung CD's, sateMite recievers, video or mindsc Cost
£1800 inc carmage EDL 17 Caledonia Place Bristo!, BS8
4D) Tel 0117 9741918 Email module@tecno demon co.uk

MAVICIS & TRNLMLT AN

. v av S5 Tel 01209 612260
Fax 01209 710777 A K G, Audio Innovations, Audio
Analysis, Atacama, Audio Mech. Audionote, Audioquest,
Audio Technica, Beyer, Cable Talk, Denon, Foundation,
Goldring Harman Kardon, Impulse, JBL, JPW, Khipsh,
Micromega, Momitor Audio Musical Fidelity, NAD,
Nakanweh, Onkyo, Ortofon, Precption, Project, QED, 5 D
Acoustics, SME, Son ¢ Uinle Soundstyle, Sugden, Target. TDL
Teac Trangle Trichord, Vivanco

Y

Specialist manufacturer & supplier of
replacement & original styli for more than 40 years Over
600 types stocked with many obsolete - 78 versions
available Also pick - up cartridges, record, tape, Cd
accessories Why not try us & hear the differcnce!! Trade-
Export enquinies welcome Tel/Fax/e-mail your requircments
to - Unit 13, Wenta Business Centre, Colne Way, Watford,
Herts, WD2 4NL Tel 01923 213344 Fax 01923 213355
e-mal musonic@compuserve com

To advertise In Meet Your
Maker, please Telephone
Caroline Knott on
01245 443555




VETERAN VALUES

by Haden Boardman

ooking back at the history of hi-fi,
Lit's hard not to notice one or two

conflicts. In recent times we have
seen the valve versus transistor debate,
CD versus LP, Moving Magnet
cartridges versus Moving Coil, and
whether to use a head amp or a
transformer to amplify the latter. But
back in the 1930s, when hi-fi pioneers
were cutting the first all-electric
recordings and playing them back on
the first all-electric gramophones,
arguments raged as to whether
electrical or purely acoustic methods
offered higher fidelity.

In these times, when someone

listening to vinyl is considered
anachronistic, the idea of tracking a
shellac groove at speeds of around

to a completely acoustic amplifying
system in the form of a huge horn

enthusiasts still swear by the
fidelity of the reproduction
of old horn
gramophones. One
such person is
Joe Winstanley,
an expert on
acoustic
gramophones
and 78rpm
records.

Joe kindly
invited me over to
listen to his 1936
E.M.G. model 108
player. This was
then and still is

78rpm with a wooden needle coupled

seems downright potty. And yet some

An Angel recording from 1908.

Ginn Gramophones. His product was
very similar in concept to tne lavish
E.M.G. but went under the name E.M.
Ginn "Expert” Gramophone.

The main reason for owning one of
these old units, if you collect early 78s,
is that it's considered essential to play
the recordings back on something of

the same vintage. Joe points
out that diamond,
sapphire and even
steel styli ruin
these old shellac
discs, and he
himself will only
play his
collection with a
thorn needle.
Nimbus Records,
when transcribing
old 78s to CD (on the
Prima Voce series)
had purpose-built a
replica of an old

now considered one of the finest
acoustic gramophones ever made
and is valued today at over £5,000.
Muddying the waters around
E.M.G. is the fact that one of the
directors (by the name of Mr EM.
Ginn) split from the company in
the early 1930s to establish E.M.

acoustic gramophone, placed it in a
suitable room and then recorded it with
their Ambisonic process.

Joe told me about how he bought
his E.M.G. in the 1950s. Apparently the
seller was so pleased it was going to an
enthusiast he delivered it to Joe in
Lancashire despite living in Surrey.

Joe standing beside his E.M.G. |0B gramophone.
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Audiolab 8000CD
Audiolab 8000T

Audiolab S000DAC 8000MX
Audiolab 8000CDM
Audiolab 8000C

Audiolab 8000P
Audiolab 8000S
Audiolab 8000T

Whatever your requirements there is an

L
Winl}! \ Audiolab amplifier to match. From the new
ﬁ, 80001.X Straight Line Integrated Amplifier to

HIE-FI AWARDS
1990

the awesome 8000Q/8000MX Pre-Power
The British Hi-Fi
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