H-
W R

MARCH1998 £230 704 tée bove of wmwucscic

" THE
' STYLE
ISSUE

A whole
issue of great
hi-fi with
looks to match

ISSN 09k1-7kkE3

i

|
\CHORD CPA 1800 PRE AND SPM 400 POWER AMPS
\COMPETITION - WIN WILSON BENESCH’S £2000
[FULL CIRCLE TURNTABLE
| CLASSIFIED ADS - 8 PAGES QF HI:FI BARGAINS KR



The perfect ‘point source’ has been sought for over 50 yea
KEF patented i

MONITOR The acoustic ‘point source’ has immaculate stereo image over a far |
long been the Holy Grail of wider listening area than is possible {

S R E R R I +“E S loudspeaker design. Ever since the with any conventional speaker.
o ) carly days of high fidelity, To the listencr, the
audio engincers have difference is phenomenal.

sought this elusive ideal Off-axis response is

Some have come close, superb - and undesirable

but none have succeeded. crossover effects are
Except for KEF - and

KEF alone. UK patent

2 236929 and US patent

5.548,657 are the proot.

virtually eliminated.
Progressively refined by

Reference Series engineers,

KEF's patented Uini-Q

KEF’s revolutianary technology is what makes
Uni-Q" drive unit configuration is the new Monitor Series the ideal
acknowledged as one of the great solution for studio protessionals and
breakthroughs of modern high-cnd serious audiophiles alike.
loudspeaker design. After more than 50

The single coincident point source vears the perfect point i
is achieved by placing the tweeter at source has arrived.

. . ) Sponsors of |
the exact acoustic centre of the mid-
. . . . . = Take It 10 the brid
range cone. With identical dircctivity ol o the bridee
and dispersion characteristics, this

unique configuration creates an

KEF Monitor Series Edgbaston Music Matters 0121 429 2811 Norwich Martins Hi Fi 01603 627010
authorised dealers: Exeter Radford Hi Fi 01392 218865 Nottingham Nottingham Hi Fi 01159 786919
Bath Paul Green 01225 316197 Guilford P J HiF: 01483 504801 Oxford Radforc Hi Fi 01865 511241
Beckenham Musical Images 0181 663 3777 Huddersfield Huddersfield Hi Fi 01484 544668 Reading Severoaks 0118 9597768
Belfast Lyric Hi Fi 01232 381296 Hull Zen Audio 01482 587397 Rhos-on-Sea Electrotrader 01492 548932
Bishop Stortford The Audio File 01279 506576 Kings Lynn Martins Hi Fi 01553 761683 Sheffield Audio Images 01142 737893
Bolton Sound & Vision 01204 861861 Leamington Leamington Hi Fi Company 01926 888644 Slough Frasers 01753 520244
Bournemouth Sutton’s 01202 555512 Liverpool Better Hi Fi 0151 227 5007 Solihull Music Matters 0121 742 0254
Bristol Radford Hi Fi 0117 9428247 London Hi Fi Exoerience 0171 580 3535 St, Albans W. Darby & Co. 01727 850961
Bristol Audio Excellence 0117 9264975 London Musical Images 0171 497 1346 St. Leonards Adams & Jarrett 01424 437165
Cardiff Audio Excellence 01222 228565 Maidstone Unilet Sound & Vision 01622 676703 Tunbridge Wells Sounds of Music 01892 547003
Cheltenham Sevenoaks 01242 241171 Nelson Wilkinsons Hi Fi 01282 612901 Watford Acoustic Arts 01923 233011
Chester Audio Excellence 01244 345576 New Malden Unilet Sound & Vision 0181 942 9567 Worcester Sevenoaks 01905 612929
Croydon Spaldings 0181 654 1231 Newcastle-Upor-Tyne Lintone 0191 460 0999 Worthing Phase 3 07903 245577
MODELS SHO™WN ARE THE RDM AND RIM KEF AND UN Q ARE RE TERED TRWRMARK SPUNIOUESITROPEGTIED UNDER GB PATENT 2 238929 US PAT NC 5548657 WOHRLDWIDE PATENTS PEND NC

FOR DETAILS ON THE MONITOR SEFIES PLEASE WRITE TO KEF AUCIO LK) LIMITED DEPT HFA¥ZYSEREEPESTMIIIZECCE=STON ROAD TOVIL MAIDSTONE, KENT ME1566R FREEPHCONE 0800 7315620 WEBSITE hitp kof com



L TR
THIS MONTH'S WORLD

N{FAL

ne of the phrases that crops up most consistently in

7
. the letters you send us asking for hi-fi advice is, ”. . .
and it must look good too”. So to help you in your
quest for equipment whose looks will complement rather than
shame your listening room, we 've brought together an issue
of nothing but stylish components.

As this line-up demonstrates, there’s nothing to stop
imaginative designers from clothing their electronics in
captivating casework. Hopefully this message will spread
further afield as manufacturers realise that many more people
would be tempted from cheap, plastic Midi and Mini systems
into the world of decent hi-fi separates if they looked better.

Style doesn’t have to carry a large price tag either.
Mission’s 750LEs are light on your pocket at £250 and
Sony’s gorgeous CDP-X3000ES CD player is only £500. So
here’s to the day when all hi-fi looks like it has come from a
studio instead of a metalworks.

® The ltalian company Unison Research has an
illustrious tradition of producing fine valve amplifiers
such as the Simply 2 and Simply 4 integrateds. They

continue this with the new £3000 Simply 845 which

combines luxury looks with fine sonics.

® Wilson Benesch has built up a reputation for fine
equipment built from carbon fibre. The Circle
turntable package is their first attempt to bring this
technology to the middle market. Jon Marks thinks
their reputation is safe.

® A half-width, champagne-coloured, top-loading
CD player with a choice of four output filters is
hardly what you'd expect from Sony. But at £500, Leo
Lam feels they could be on to a winner.

® Mission is no newcomer to the budget end of the
‘speaker market, but in the 750LE they combine an
Aerogel mid/bass unit, transverse-folded cabinet and

stunning styling all for £250. Jon Marks, Editor

@ Hi-Fi World has its own advanced test
laboratory and acoustically treated listening
room. No other hi-fi magazine has the
benefit of such facilities.

@ Hi-Fi World has a dedicated in-house
team of experienced listeners, and uses
selected freelance professionals. VWe review
thoroughly by extensive auditioning, rather
than by quick-fire group listening tests.

@ Hi-Fi World’s engineering team designs a
wide range of products in-house. No other
hi-fi magazine is so expert and dedicated.

LISTENING ROOM
(TREATED BY RPG ACOUSTIC TOOLS)

TEST EQUIPMENT

INTHE APRIL ISSVUE

April's Hi-Fi World will shower you with the following sonic delights:

SONIC FRONTIERS PHONO 1|

VALVE PHONO STAGE

This load-adjustable MM/MC stage from
Canada's Sonic Frontiers should warm
up interest in your record collection.
We find out if it's £2000 well spent.

PINK TRIANGLE NUMERAL CD
PLAYER

Following February's review of
Camberwell's finest single-box player,
the Litaural, comes this test of PT's
£1000 machine. Is it a carrot or a
crooner though?

HI-Fl WORLD

PRE AND POWER AMPLIFIER
GROUP TEST

We examine the amplification
credentials of five two-box candidates
from Audio Analogue, Technics and
Crimson amongst others.

KELLY KT3 LOUDSPEAKER

This new three-way floor stander utilises
Audax Aerogel mid/bass drivers and a
horn-loaded tweeter to lift sensitivity to
95dB. Is this the 'speaker single-ended
valve-amp lovers have long been waiting
for?

World Radio Histol

REL QIO0OE SUBWOOFER

Stand mounters may be domestically
acceptable but they leave lower bass
unheard. A subwoofer can fill in those
missing octaves. But will REL's new £500
active bass box plumb those depths
musically?

SONY MDS-JAS50ES MINIDISC
RECORDER

Sony's top MiniDisc recorder has only
just arrived on these shores from Japan.
Is this MD's answer to the Nakamichi
Dragon?
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UNISON RESEARCH SIMPLY 845§
VALVE INTEGRATED 13
If you're a fan of single-ended valve amps, the
penalty you normally pay is low power. Use the
845 power triode though, as Unison Research
have done, and 24 sweet watts are yours finds
Jon Marks.

o~

CHORD CPA 1800 PRE AND

SPM 400 POWER AMPS 31
Are Chord's sleek CPA 1800 line-level pre-amp
and new SPM 400 power amp perfect partners?
Ketan Bharadia has the answer.

MUSICAL FIDELITY X-CANS 53
Dominic Todd hooks up Musical Fidelity's latest
headphone amplifier for some in-can listening.

LOUDSPEAKERS

MISSION 750LE 28
Dominic Todd is happy to celebrate Mission's
20th birthday with their £250 750LE stand
mounters.

CASTLE KENDAL 57
Can Castle score again with carbon fibre in the
tiny Kendal floor stander! Leo Lam thinks so.

DENON TU-SI10 65
Designed to match Denon's flagship separates,
the TU-S10 tuner shares their expensive lines
but costs a mere £400. Ketan Bharadia tunes in.

COMPACT DISC

ANTHEM CDI 20
Multi-disc conventence and audiophile sound
have always been mutually exclusive, until now.
David Price meets Anthem's new £1600 CD .

SONY CDP-X3000ES 37
Sony's gorgeous gold CDP-X3000ES CD player
will never fail to turn heads. Will it turn ears
too, wonders Leo Lam?

WILSON BENESCH FULL CIRCLE 16
Making up this tasty £2000 turntable are the
Circle deck, 0.5 carbon-fibre arm and Matrix
MC cartridge. Jon Marks joins the Circle fan
club.

KENWOOD DMC-G7R 59
Music on the move, MiniDisc sound quality and
recordability come together in Kenwood's
DMC-G7R portable MD machine. Andrew
Harrison gets moving.

WORLD VERDICT

OUTSTANDING - Superb sound,
something we'd use ourselves.

GOOD - Has strong merit. Well
worth an audition,

ADEQUATE - Mediocre in several
areas. May be worth auditioning.

POOR - Seriously flawed. Not
worth considering.

HI-FI WORLD



NEXT ISSUE 3
If you want a peek at what we'll be unveiling in
our April issue, have a look here.

NEWS 7
The best and freshest news distilled from all the
latest information pouring into Hi-Fi World
towers.

READERS’ LETTERS | 42
We sort out your system queries digital and
analogue.

HI-F1 WORLD LIBRARY 50
Not perhaps the fountain of all knowledge, but
about as close as you can get in the world of high
fidelity.

COLUMNS 55,61,67,70
Our men on the inside bring you the low-down
on all that's happening in the hi-fi industry.

SPECIALIST HI-FIl DEALERS 62
Whether you're about to take your first steps on
the system road, or you're a seasoned audiophile
looking to upgrade, here are the people to help
you on your way.

MEET YOUR MAKER 66
A list of the companies that actually make hi-fi
happen by turning all those little bits and pieces
into the equipment inhabiting your rack.

Hi-FlI WORLD KITS 74
If you want the satisfaction of building an amp or
'speakers yourself, head for one of the kits on
these pages.

DIAL-A-DEALER 89
Shopping list in one hand and money burning a
hole in your pocket, drop in on a dealer.

MUSIC

ROCK AND POP
RECORD OF THE MONTH:
Abra Moore, Stangest Places

DANCE/AMBIENT
RECORD OF THE MONTH:
Koxbox, Dragon Tales

JAZZ REVIEWS
CLASSICAL REVIEWS

RECORD OF THE MONTH:
Benjamin Britten, Spring Symphony

HI-Fi WORLD

MEASURED PERFORMANCE 1
Where we open up this month’s band of
reviewees to find out about their true colours on
the test bench.

OLDE WORLDE 125
Jon Marks looks back fondly at Trio's huge, no-
compromise direct-drive turntable, the L-O7D.

WORLD BUYING GUIDE 127
The components that stand out from the crowd
for their sonic prowess.

READERS’ CLASSIFIEDS 131
If budget limitations prevent you rushing out to
assemble the perfect system, then a look through
the classifieds might well net you the kit you
want.

FIBRE PROVIDERS 23
High-fibre diets are all the rage, but if it's DIY
hi-fi that keeps you going carbon and Kevlar have
long been out of reach for home constructors.
Jon Marks finds out why that might change.

LINKING UP 41
Ketan Bharadia gets hooked on three £60-£90
interconnects from Audioquest, Roksan and
Kimber.

HI-F1 IS LIKE A TOOLBOX. . . 78
Boring black boxes have long ruled the racks in
this country and many others. But as David Price
reveals, it doesn't have to be that way.

COMPETITION - PAGE 34

—t_!-

If the old black disc sets your heart racing then
this month's competition is for you. We're
giving away one of Wilson Benesch's superb
£2000 Full Circle turntable/arm/cartridge
combos.
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Predictable start. Spectacular finish.

Every loudspeaker manufacturer has the basics. The cones, coils, crossovers and cabinets. The woofers, tweeters,
magnets and faceplates. But only one really knows how to put them together. The proof, Celestion’s new i Series.

Built with 70 years experience of pioneering development in loudspeaker technology, this range blows your mind.
It combines the highest level of audio fidelity with outstanding dynamic range. So you fully enjoy the true power of
contemporary music and film recordings. Time and time again.

But don’t just take our word for it. Take it from Hi-fi World. “"Powerful, dynamic,
musical and convincing”, the i Series “shows just how strong British loudspeaker
engineering really is”.

Spectacular praise, you might think. But where Celestion’s involved, it's almost

predictable.

Celestion Consumer Division, Dept HFW 21, Eccleston Road, Tovil, Maidstone, Kent, ME15 6QP U.K. FREEPHONE 0800 731 3410 cq E L E S I I D n
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SOUND AND VISION 97

Keen audiophiles wanting to stay abreast of all that's fresh and =
innovative in hi-fi can sate their curiosity at Bristol Sound And Vision sm ﬁvm 25
'97. The show opens at the Marriott Hotel with a trade day on Friday -
20th February from | lam until 6pm and runs through to Sunday 22nd.
Opening times on the Saturday and Sunday are 10am to 5pm.

The show will be the first opportunity to audition some of the latest
and greatest from a host of manufacturers. Hi-Fi World will be there in
full force too, demonstrating a range of our amplifiers and loudspeakers,
including KLS3 Gold Dome Mkl and KLS10. This compact stand
mounter boasts Audax's Gold Dome Piezo-electric tweeter allied to a
6.5in. carbon-fibre mid/bass unit for a deliciously smooth, sweet sound.
We'll also be able to help you with general system and DIY queries.

Getting through the front door will set you back £5 for adults and
£3 for students and concessions. Accompanied youngsters under |6 are
admitted free. For more deuails contact Tony Revelle at Audio
Excellence on tel:
01222 228565 or Jerry
Lewin at Audio T on
tel: 01865 760844.
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Tokyo Tsushin Kogyo K.K. and its English equivalent of Tokyo Telecommunications
Engineering Corporation are not names that many people will recognise. In 1958 though
the company changed its name to the Sony Corporation (derived from the Latin ‘sonus’,
meaning 'sound'’) and went on to become famous the world over.

On December 19th 1997, Sony announced the sad news of the death of Masaru
Ibuka, the company's founder and chief advisor at the age of 89. Along with his co-
founder in 1946, Akio Morita (responsible for marketing), he conducted early research
into magnetic tape media. The following year they put on sale the first tape recorder in
Japan.

By 1952, Ibuka-san had obtained the license from Western Electric Co. for the
commercial use of transistors. This led to the development, in 1955, of Japan’s first
transistor radio and, five years later, of the world’s first transistor television. Other major
innovations include the personal Walkman, Compact Disc, and MiniDisc. Ibuka-san
himself was involved with the development of the first two.

Decorated with an impressive array of awards and merits for his services to his
country and industry, Masaru Ibuka remained Sony's Chief Advisor until his death.

Trade winds

TGI'S LUCRATIVE LOUDSPEAKERS
The TGI Group, owners of Tannoy, Mordant-Short, Epos, Goodmans Loudspeakers and Martin Audio, have announcee
pre-tax profits for the first half of 1997. Unaudited accounts show profits are up 12.5% from the same time last year,
£1.135m. Total turnover remained little changed at £25.2m. Tannoy in particular have enjoyed a successful perio
£25000 Kingdom 'speakers selling well in the Far East and the Mercury range doing well in the European and do|
market.

MARCH 1998 7
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Trade winds

Fans of the BBC monitor sound will be happy to hear that
Ethos Acoustics have updated their LS 5/12A mini-monitor to
'B' status. Like its 'A'-suffixed predecessor, the Ethos 5/12B is
a compact two-way loudspeaker, similar in size to the famous
LS 3/5A. The new version sports a revised 150mm
polypropylene mid/bass driver said to provide a more
consistent response, especially in the demanding environment
of Outside Broadcast work. There's also a change to a more
conventional ‘mpedance of 8ohms from the 3/5A's | |ohms,
and an increased power handling of | 30watts. The deeper 'B'

cabinet is reflex-ported at the rear, augmenting the low /

Ever wonder if you're seeing double! Musical Fidelity
are expanding - literally sideways this time, with the
launch of the X-Al integrated. With its stretched
casework that's twice as wide as other X series
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components, the X-Al is a six-input line-level
amplifier. Power output, claimed as 50watts into
8ohms and |00watts into 4ohms, has been maximised
by locating the power supply outboard. PSU
connection is via a Neutrik XLR socket.

Upgrading the PSU is one way to raise sound
quality, as is bi-amping through the Pre-Amp Out
socket. Available from March, the X-Al is priced at
£479.

Another new arrival on the scene are the X-A200
monoblocs, which join the 50watt X-A50s. These
200watters will retail for £100C per pair.

frequencies and the new drive unit helps improve sensitivity to
84dB/watt. To maintain an even tonal balance, the bi-wireable
first-order crossover has been breathed on too. Prices for the
LS 5/12B start at £1495 for the Cherry or Oak finishes and
run up to £1895 for Piano Black.

Ethos Acoustics
Unit |5,

Rainbow Estate,
Trout Road,
Yiewsley,

Middx. UB7 7XT
Tel: 01895 441177

ANOTHER SUPERIOR SEQUEL
Joining the ever lengthening list of hi-fi whose name
includes the initials 'SE' is Arcam's Alpha 8. The Special
Edition model differs significantly in its DAC module,
one of Pacific Microsonics' increasingly popular HDCD
decoders and digital filters. This not only reaps benefits
from HDCD-encoded discs but works well with
conventional CDs as well. A new data re-clocking
circuit has also been added to reduce jitter.

Owners of the standard Alpha 8 will be reassured
to hear that these 'SE'

The fact that Radio Frequency [nterference generated
by a lot of digital electronics these days has an effect
on your hi-fi's sound is well known. Kopperae can
supply the copper sheet necessary to construct 1C
chip shields and line the chassis of CD players, DACs
and pre-amplifiers. They also make the £50 CD Roof,

HELD e winds

a sandwich of MDF, copper and foam which sits on
the lid of a CD player and damps out vibration and
RFI, according to Kopperae. For more details of the
range of copper
produczs for
customising your
hi-fi, contaet Nick
Kopp at Kopperae.

upgrades are
retrofittable by an
Arcam dealer in a
£299 kit. The Alpha
8SE sells for £599.90,
£150 more than its
standard counterpart.

Arcam

Pembroke Avenue,
Denny Industrial Centre,
Waterbeach,

Cambs. CBS 9PB

Tel: 01223 203203
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It was 20 years ago today....

In November ‘77, the design team of Bob Stuart and Allen Boothroyd launched
their first Meridian product, an active loudspeaker of course!

Since then, Meridian Audio has continued to pioneer advanced audio design
in products such as the first high end CD player, the first CD transport,

the first DSP domestic loudspeaker, the first digital home theatre

and now, high end DVD.

Safeguard your investment, trust Meridian - the real leaders in audio and video

BOOTHROYD STUART

_MERIDIAN

Meridian Audio Limited

Stonehill, Stukeley Meadows, Huntingdon, PE18 6ED
Tel (0) 1480 434334 Fax (0) 1480 432948
http://www.meridian-audio.com
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Trade winds

BEESTARAY

A new horn loudspeaker from B*a (formerly known as
Bravura) has entered the loudspeaker fray - the Virtuoso
Reference. A very high sensitivity design (106dB), this
‘speaker, with its single Lowther DX3 full-range drive unit,
aims to build on the merits of the Virtuoso Gold. By horn

A versatile interconnect cable called the Image 5.1 has
been introduced by Insert Audio. Although designed
primarily for analogue signal duty, Insert state that this
co-axial cable lends itself to digital duties between CD
transport and DAC as well.

loudspeaker standards
the Reference is
relatively compact,
standing just over one
metre tall. Rated at
70watts with an 8ohm
impedance, the Virtuoso
References weigh in at
£3995 per pair.

The boffins at Bowers and Wilkins have just unveiled a
set of modifications to their award-winning £600
CDM} stand mounters that raise them to 'SE' status.

Technology derived from the high-end £6995 Signature

30 means the CDMI's conventional dust cap has been

The 750hm Image features a central conductor of
silver-plated OFC inside a dual-layer shield of wrapped
foil and copper braiding. A one-metre stereo pair will
cost you £84.95, while a single half-metre run is priced
at £29.95. Terminations other than RCA phono can be
dealt with too.

Glaive
Unit 7, i
Wren Industrial : ,
Estate, ™ \\’§—/ g
Coldred Road, g
Maidstone,

Kent MEIS 9XN

Tel: 01622 [
664070

KING CONES

The dinky £495 Concept 100 loudspeakers from
Blackshore Acoustics eschew conventional power-
sapping crossovers by utilising a pair of full-range
100mm drivers. These metal-cone units, mounted in
315mm high prism-shaped cabinets, operate from

inas

ousted in favour of a bullet-shaped dispersion modifier [00Hz to 20kHz. To flesh out the bottom end there's
(phase plug) in the centre of the voice coil. Intended to the complementary £395 Bass Enhancer with its
provide better integration with the metal-dome 280mm metal-cone driver bolted into a reflex-ported
tweeter, the end result, say B&W, is a more expansive cabinet.

stereo sound stage and increased scale and detail.

The crossover has been reworked as well, to give a
more precise phase and
amplitude match
between the two
drivers. Additionally, the
original electrolytic
crossover capacitors
feeding the tweeter have
been replaced with
polypropylenes. In spite
of these gains, the
CDMISEs remain at the
same £599.99 price as
their CDMI
predecessors.

Trade W

Both the Concept 100 and Bass Enhancer can
handle up to 50watts and come finished as standard in
a triple-sprayed piano black lacquer, with other
colours available to special order.

Blackshore Acoustics
St. Osythe,

North Road,
Southwold,

Suffolk

IP18 6BH

Tel: 01502 724301
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“THE MOST DESIRABLE DECK BELOW £1500”
Ken Kessler - Hi-Fi News & Record Review August ‘94

Michell Engineering, 2 Theobold Street, Borehamwood, Herts WD6 4SE
Tel: 0181 953 0771

Buy Direct Fell The Difference As Well As Hear It
AV Supports Hifi Supports Speaker Supports.
X WING REFERENCE FULLY DECOUPLED
RACKING SYSTEM

XWing design Every shelf is
available in any decoupled.
height Isolation
configuration increases level
by level.

Marble shelves

come as Machined round
standard. aluminium legs
Granite and improves
slate also stability and
available. isolation.
Adjustable Legs can be
spikes under all anodised
shelving (six colours
available).
Black is lh-e Design
standard finish completely
other N olours modular can be
available split or added to
Adjustable feet whenever

PAT Pending

XWing racks starts from £149.99 + P &P.

Have your rack designed for you.
SPECIALIST EQUIPMENT RACKS FOR HIGH END EQUIPMENT
30 day money back guarantee. For FREE Colour Brochure or to Order
Please call or Fax 01904 490184
(Please allow 14 days for delivery)

Aupio = LInNKs

1998

SPECIALIST COMPONENTS
CATALOGUE

£2.00 PER COPY

7 Fairmont Crescent, Scunthorpe
North Lincolnshire DN16 1EL

TEL/FAX (+44) 01724 - 870432




Jon Marks is seduced by Unison Research’s new Simply 845 valve

he process of turning Europe
into a single market may be
mired in legalistic and

administrative red tape but there's still
evidence for stronger trading ties
between EC countries. One sure clue is
the wording on hi-fi. No longer do

HI-FI WORLD

integrated.

some ltalian components, like Unison
Research's Simply 845 valve integrated,
come with wording splashed across
them that you'll need an Italian
dictionary to decipher. Now, Unison
Research's polyglot owner Dr.
Ambrosino is relying on a kind of pan-

European English: "845 tubes are shock
sensitive when hot. Absolutly (sic)
avoid to expose them to any shock or
vibration while working."

Apart from this caveat on the
curved panel the valves sprout from,
this line-level single-ended amplifier is

MARCH 1998 m
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100% Italian all the way through.
Cherry-wood front and side cheeks
give it that 'only in ltaly’ look and the
chassis dimensions (600mm by 390mm
by 260mm) demonstrate a certain
penchant for the non-conformist. What
you also get is 35kg of unimpeachable
construction with that air of quality
that only comes from careful hand
assembly.

These virtues can make it hard to
find a suitable platform for the Simply
845 to reside on. We opted for
Etemental Audio's Monoplinth
(reviewed last month). As well as
matching the amp's aesthetics, the
Monoplinth firmed up its bass and
improved its image focus.

Remove the bottom plate and you'll
be greeted by four main Printed Circuit
Boards. Nestling directly behind the
Alps Blue potentiometer is a PCB that
links the six sets of line-level sockets
(four sources and one tape loop) to the
input selector and source/monitor
switch. Thence the signal travels to the
input and driver PCB, populated by
four ECC82 twin-triodes and their
associated capacitors and resistors.
Forming the final stage are the 845
power triodes themselves, which twist
into their ceramic bases with gold-
plated contacts.

Two other PCBs hold the bank of
low-voltage caps that smooth the
supply to the valves' heaters and those
under the cover at the rear of the amp
that handle the HT. The only other
socket on the back panel apart from
those for loudspeakers and mains is
marked Phono Power Supply. Using the
appropriate umbilical cable, Unison
Research's matching Simply Phono,
reviewed in March 1996, can be
powered from the Simply 845.

If you're looking for standard E/!
core output transformers on the Simply
845 you'll draw a blank. The two grey
cylinders behind the curved heatshield
contain toroidal output transformers.
While these are compact and can work
very well at high frequencies, they often
don't reach as low as E/l alternatives
because of the limited amount of iron
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in their ring core. The Simply 845 still
managed to hit 40Hz at full power
though, even if some third-harmonic
distortion, which tends to add
sharpness to the sound, appeared on
our oscillogram.

The 24watts that Unison Research
claim for the Simply 845 turned out to
be rather closer to |8watts on
measurement (will single-ended valve
amp manufacturers please stop quoting
such optimistic output figures!) That's
still twice as much as a lone 300B
sweating hard. This makes the Simply
845 an attractive proposition, if you
don't happen to possess a pair of
loudspeakers that go to ear-splitting
levels running from a Walkman. What
allows the 845 to put out greater
power than the smaller 300B is an
anode with more graphite in it than a
large pencil case (anode dissipation on
your average 300B is 40watts max, on
the 845 75watts max). There are four-
ohm and eight-ohm taps on the output
transformers too, so Unison Research
obviously want the Simply 845 to work
into 'speakers that require a little
current.

SOUND QUALITY

In that case, | thought, let's see what
this amp is made of straight away. | set
the light load of the Heybrook Sextets
to one side and reached for Jamo's
Concert 8s. And the first disc into the
Teac P-30 transport wasn't chamber
music or Jazz either, but the bass-fest
of Serialement Votre, a collection of
1960s and [970s theme tunes given the
1990s drum-machine treatment. Surely,
even with |8watts on tap, the 845 and
its zero-feedback design would run out
of grunt trying to pass the 'whisper’
volume level? Nope.

Musically, everything in the tunes on
this album happens below |00Hz
where single-ended valve amps often
start to run into problems. Setting itself
apart from the norm, the Simply 845
kept the tracks rolling along with a rare
expressive flair, even on recordings as
processed as mushy peas. Slightly
blurred edges to bass notes didn't slow
the pace of basslines in the least.
Considering the Jamos weren't under
the control of a solid-state brick
capable of dumping plentiful current
into their voice coils, there was much
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The left-hand side of the Simply 845 bears the phono input sockets. Four line sources can be

plugged in and there’s a tape loop too. For vinyl replay you'll need Unison Research’s

matching Simply phono equaliser.

more drive to the music than you'd
expect. Wonderfully-extended decay
played a part here, linking consecutive
notes together fluidly and giving even
these wholly artificial recordings a
decent sense of atmosphere.

The 845 puts its money where its
mouth is when it comes to grunt, but
does this ltalian have subtlety? 'Yes

indeed' is the answer to that question.

With minimally-mic'd acoustic

recordings the Unison Research
revealed an aptitude for golden cymbal
shimmers, rich string tones and vocals
to swoon to. Whilst this is what you
get from most single-ended 3008Bs,
irrespective of whether it's Mozart or
Megadeath, the 845, like the 211, can
kick hard when necessary.

It was time for a change of
‘speakers, so in came Heybrook's
Sextets and Kelly's KT3 floor standers

The input and driver stage to the right of the picture uses yellow 0.22uF 250V and 400V film

and foil coupling capacitors. In the centre of the chassis are the multiple heater reservoir

caps. The red caps at the rear of the chassis are for the High-Tension supply that feeds the

845 and ECC82 valves.
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(which will be reviewed in next
month's issue). Into these higher-
efficiency transducers the Simply 845
sounded more dynamic and more
commanding. The Swedish Jazz Kings
on an Opus 3 HDCD rattled happily
through their repertoire. Crisp tuba
notes proved the 845 was having an
easier time of it. As with the Jamos,
imaging and sound staging were precise
and three-dimensional.

Beyond these technical factors of its
presentation was the 'musical
monosodium glutamate' the Simply
seemed to add to what it was playing -
tearing myself away from listening to
this amp was always difficult. And the
smoothness and colourful tonality it
enjoys will persuade you to spend long
hours burning the midnight oil to the
favourites in your disc collection.

£3000 for a total of 18watts might
not represent the best pound-to-
power ratio in hi-fi but it's enough to
go loud with a wider range of 'speakers
than most single-ended amps. PA-style
volume levels aren't what the Simply
845 is about anyway. Partner it with a
pair of sympathetic and sensitive
'speakers and you'll discover this ltalian
is a true musician.
Simply 845 £2950
UK Distribution
23 Richings way,
lvor,

Bucks. SLO 9DA
Tel: 01753 652669
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The Simply 845 allied to the right

'speakers handles all musical genres
with smoothness and power.

Measured Performance

see Pl
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Self-confessed vi
Jon Marks slakes
with Wilson Bene
turntable, A.C.T.
and Matrix cartr

umours of vinyl's death have
Rindeed been greatly exaggerated.

When sales headed for the
floorboards in 1992 pundits climbed
onto their soap boxes to preach
sermons of irrevocable demise and the
righteous rise of digital. While the high-
end with its dedicated fans of price-no-
object turntables, arms and cartridges
seemed safe, it looked like sub-£1000
LP equipment was going to suffer most.
Six years on though and mid-price
components like Wilson Benesch's £795
Circle deck, £795 A.C.T. 0.5 arm and
£668 (with 15% trade-in) Matrix
Moving-Coil cartridge are still alive and
kicking.

What helps keep turntables at this
sort of price selling is that they sonically
outstrip what has gone before. Most
claims that this year's hi-fi beats last
year's is empty marketing mumbo
jumbo. In the analogue disc scene
there's some truth in those words as
this Wilson Benesch grouping and the
likes of Pink Triangle's £575
Tarantella/£180 Rega RB300
incontestably prove.

Adding further momentum is the use
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of materials like perspex and carbon
fibre which have tended in the past to
put in appearances above the three-
figure price mark. The Circle, 0.5 and
Matrix are a perfect case in point.

Perspex figures in the Circle's platter
as it does in the Pink Triangle's. But
where PT leave theirs bald, WB told us
they prefer to top it off with felt due to
its "broad-band attenuation” of noise.
The platter rotates upon a precision
non-inverted bearing manufactured
from phosphor bronze and tool steel,
its design derived from the more
expensive Wilson Benesch Turntable
reviewed in July 1996.

Peek at the squat aluminium cylinder
that makes up the sub-chassis and you
won't see any traditional metal coil
springs. Three thin carbon-fibre rods
decouple the arm and platter from the
outside world; thicker, more rigid
counterparts link armboard to sub-
chassis as well. Extra isolation is
provided by the urethane feet between
the two black MDF discs which form
the base of the deck.

It is to the lower slab of MDF that
the AC synchronous motor is attached,

leaving the upper to support the sub-
chassis. Drive is achieved via a round-
section belt (a flat belt would have
necessitated a tall pulley to give
33rpm/45rpm speeds and wouldn't have
fitted neatly under the platter,
according to WB). Finally, the power
supply is the simplest possible, just a
resistor and a pair of capacitors run
direct from the mains.

if the unipivot A.C.T. 0.5 tone-arm is
familiar that's because it's based closely
on the now discontinued A.C.T. 2.
Costs have been pared by building the
arm tube from a less expensive variety
of carbon fibre and not vacuum-
hardening the tool steel arm pillar,
amongst other things.

Making up the £2000 'Full Circle'
bundle is the Circle deck, 0.5 arm and
Ply MC cartridge. This last is a Matrix
(which we bolted into the end of the
0.5) without the trimmings and can only
be bought as part of the Full Circle.

Downwind of the Matrix MC came
first the Audio Analogue Puccini SE
integrated for a brief spell (the Moving-
Coil stage on this integrated is every bit
as good as its line stages) and then
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Sonic Frontiers' £2000 valve Phono |
backed up by the Chord pre/power
combo reviewed on p3l. Jamo's
Concert 8 loudspeakers on Elemental
Audio's very expensive but eminently
solid stands rounded out the system.

In spite of the WB lacking the sort of
fiddly suspension that can take weeks to
optimise before going out of alignment
if you so much as look at it the wrong
way, it does involve quite a lot of effort
to get the best out of it. The company
also say the Circle, compared to other
decks with non-compliant suspension, is
not unduly critical as to what it's sited
on. You should still aim for a dedicated
platform rather than an MDF slab on a
common-or-garden rack.

Positioning the arm and mains leads,
while not as crucial to sound quality as
it was with Pink Triangle's Tarantella,
has an influence too - a loose loop
between the deck and some sort of
mounting point is wiser than cables
simply dangling down.

One potentially problematic item is
the supplied alignment gauge. Writ large
on this |2in. paper disc are instructions
which include the words, "Check the
cartridge body is parallel with the
printed lines." For a start, the Matrix on
our Circle had no body, so sighting
along a straight line apart from the
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front of the headshell was somewhat
difficult. And alignment carried out this
way didn't give particularly good results.
Instead, making sure the Matrix's
cantilever was parallel with the central
line on the gauge turned out to be the
way to go.

SOUND QUALITY

If you're thinking this rigmarole is too
much hassle to go through for the joys
of vinyl replay, a couple of bars from
your favourite LP on the Circle will
swiftly persuade you otherwise. One
record that never fails to shine on a
capable turntable is Nimbus Records'
Supercut audiophile pressing of Joan
Armatrading's eponymous album. The
grooves on this disc contain all the
dynamics, speed and involvement vinyl
is famous for and the Benesch let them
through loud and clear. There's
precious few times |'ve heard Join The
Boys' meaner and funkier, or 'People’
crisper and faster.

In the same manner as the
Tarantella, this player turns its nose up
at groove noise and just gets on with
weaving the music into a near life-size
sound stage. This in spite of a poor set
of measurements from the Matrix.
Tracking was occasionally insecure and
separation differed between channels,
suggesting the
generator hadn't
been accurately
mounted in the
vertical plane on the
cartridge.

As far as tonal
balance goes, the
Circle/0.5/Matrix
have an air of dry
coolness to them,
like the last day of
an Indian summer.
The two extremes
the WB falls
between are the
occasionally clinical
Roksan
Xerxes/Artemiz
and, say, the rich
Kuzma Stabi/Stogi
arm and turntable
partnerships. For
this reason, it suited
the Sonic Frontiers
Phono | with its
warm valve

signature rather well.

A spin through a range of Classical
LPs showed how much detail the WB
could resolve without assaulting your
ears with information. All the acoustic
cues fell neatly into place in the sound
stage to give a very natural, cohesive
and atmospheric rendition. One of the
combo's aces in this respect was stage
depth of the kind that most non-
mortgage-inducing CD players can only
dream about.

The sole niggle | had with the sound
was a light sheen applied to strings
which gave them a slightly artificial
edge. Bolting the Matrix into a Technics
SL-1000 MkIl/SME V had me pointing
the finger in the direction of the MC as
the source of this coloration.

So, what about the competition? The
Circle looks like great value in terms of
sound and construction at £795, but
Pink Triangle's Taranteila isn't short of
ability and costs over £200 less. It may
not be as lavishly finished but | suspect
the Tarantella with an arm like the
A.C.T. 0.5 on board would give its
carbon-loving counterpart a run for its
money. There's little else out there
though which would challenge the WB -
the Full Circle threesome deserve full
credit for doing what they do at the
price®

WORLD VERDICT & @ & &

The WB offers clarity in abundance
and a natural ease, Looks gorgeous
too.

Measured Performance
see Pl 11
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Upgradeable Hi Fi

Whatever will they think of next?

With Arcam upgradeable Hi Fi, you know you'v made a
sound investment. Pre-defined upgrade paths make our
products some of the most flexible on the market. Of course
they sound great too. Put them through your own test at the
show where Arcam will demonstrate the powerful new Alpha
10 series amplifiers with our new CD player - the Alpha 8SE.

See us in the London Suite.

ARCAM

Hi-Fi with a Future

A & R Cambridge Ltd. Pembroke Ave. Waterbeach,
Cambridge CB5 9PB
Tel: 01223 -203203 Fax: 01223-863384
E-Mail: custerv@arcam.co.uk

VIBRATION CONTROL
PLATFORMS AND THE
MODULAR AUDIO
SUPPORT SYSTEM

UNIQUE PATENTED
PLATFORM DESIGN !'!

As a piece of functional furniture the BASE
Racks and platforms together are a work of
art - Dave Wiley, Audiophile Magazine

It's refreshing to find a complete isolation
system that values aesthetics as highly as it
does sonic benefits -

Mr P M Rodwell, Cornwall

Thanks!! The improvement is

astanishing and after hearing and

trying other audio stands, the performance of
BASE is second to none -

Mr M Slattery, Sussex

“The Audiophile support brings the sound | hear
at home one step cioser to the sounds we
create in the concert hall. Bravo”.....Dr. K
Murphy
(Classical Musician)

'ORLD VERDICT 8¢ e
sounds great too.

For more details
and a product

portfolio please

Audiophile Furniture Ltd

The Square s 11~ Contact:
Forestiow  AUCOPIIIE 101342 826262
RH18 5SE. Fax:01342 824845

- BACK TO THE FUTURE -

THE BEST SOUNDING SERIES OF LP’S IN HISTORY
DCC’S AMAZING 180G VINYL REISSUE SERIES LET'S YOU HEAR YOUR
FAVOURITE RECORDS LIKE YOU'VE NEVER HEARD THEM BEFORE.

RECORD OF THE MONTH

THE EAGLES: HOTEL CALIFORNIA. RELEASED IN 1976, THIS
RECORD BECAME ONE OF THE LARGEST SELLING RECORDS
OF ALL TIME AND SPENT AN INCREDIBLE 107 WEEKS IN THE
BILLBOARD CHART.FEATURING VICTIM OF LOVE, NEW KID
IN TOWN, LIFE IN THE FAST LANE, AND OF COURSE THE
MEMORABLE TITLE TRACK.PRICE:£21.95

WEA 180G GERMANY IMPORTS

AMERICA: GREATEST HITS

ERIC CLAPTON:

JOURNEY MAN

PHIL COLLINS: FACE VALUE

DOOBIE BROTHERS: STAMPEDE

QUINCY JONES: BLACK ON THE BLOCK

LITTLE FEAT: WAITING FOR COLUMBOS (DOUBLE LP)
JONIMITCHELL: BLUE

PRINCE: PURPLE RAIN

JAMES TAYLOR: GREATEST HITS

PRICE: £15.95 PER SINGLE LP, £19.95 FOR THE DOUBLE

OTHER CURRENT 150G AUDIOPHILE VINYL TITLES:

U2: UNFORGETTABLE FIRE (MOBILE FIDELITY) PRICE: £21.95

SANTANA/SELF TITLED. PRICE: £19.95

SARAH MCLACHLAN: FUMBLING TOWARDS ECSTACY/THE FREEDOM SESSION
(2LP) PRICE: £29.95 (ALSO ON GOLD CD)

BERT KAEMPFERT: COLLECTION OF 14 MASTER RECORDINGS

(LIMITED EDITION). PRICE: £19.95

DEXTER GORDON: A SWINGIN' AFFAIR (BLUE NOTE - US IMPORT), PRICE: £21.95
BUDDY GUY: | WAS WALKING IN THE WOODS (MCA US IMPORT). PRICE: £17.95
BUDDY HOLLY: SELF TITLED (MCA US IMPORT LIMITED EDITION), PRICE; £34.95
SONNY ROLLINS: ALFIE OST (IMPULSE US IMPORT), PRICE: £16.95

WE STILL HAVE OVER 20 MOBILE FIDELITY VINYL TITLES IN STOCK
- RING FOR DETAILS -

TO PLACE AN ORDER OR TO RECEIVE A FREE COPY OF OUR CURRENT
AUDIOPHILE VINYL CD CATALOGUE, PLEASE CONTACT:

VIVANTE LONDON

UNIT 4, 60 HIGH STREET, HAMPTON WICK, SURREY KT1 4DB
TEL: 0181 977 6600  FAX:0181 977 4445

EUROPE’S PREMIER AUDIOPHILE MAIL ORDER COMPANY
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CONNECTIONS
TEL / FAX : 01244 401280

E-mail : sound.connections@dial.pipex.com

MAIL ORDER SUPPLIERS OF QUALITY HI-FI ACCESSORIES

The importance of

cables and accessories

is often overlooked when
purchasing a hi-fi system.
It is very easy to be
sceptical about cables
because of their apparent

high cost or insubstantial
appearance, but they

can play a major part in
achieving the full potential
from your system.

The superb Chord Chameleon 2
interconnect is now available for home trial

We offer a popular HOME TRIAL SERVICE which
enables you to evaluate cables in your own system,
therefore ensuring you purchase the right cable.

PLEASE TEL / FAX / E-MAIL FOR OUR LATEST PRODUCT AND PRICE LIST
VAN DEN HUL ® DM REsON @ soNicLINK @ NoRDOST ® CHORD co
xL0 ® AUDIO QUEST ® KIMBER ® SENNHEISER ® STAX ® ORTOFON
LAT ® sumiko ® LYRA @ MICHELL ® STANDS UNIQUE ® TARGET
SOUNDSTYLE ® TOWNSHEND ® 1X0S € MUSICAL FIDELITY

52 Green Lane ® Great Sutton ®South Wirral ® Cheshire ® L66 4LE

HI-FI WORLD




A If you love music you’ll love
Russ Andrews Accessories |

S ‘98

Peak

et They’re guaranteed to work -

»
9 acoustic platforms (U or your money
from No Name Acousties +

BRISTOL SHOW EXHIBITOR

Far the serpus sulliophile, th€search far eqlipmentilipports

has been afr uncomforfpbles darapromise, between Styley and Come & See us at

effectiveness: FarSuch peaple their quesil§tow over.

L] L] L]
Usifg' g, to five ¥ioration damneningt:chn}logies includjng, SouddByte ol Th B t I H F S h
filled subframes and bearing. feveiless, platforms proyide unsurpassed resifiencé to.” = -~ e r I S o I T I OW
wbiytian and renderdramatit soupd mprovements.

Platforms are stylea with simple $mooth fines find finished in Sta n d N o - 9

ope of four colours to complemefithi fi components and the
home énvironment. {other colours optionallyavailable)

Pretty they may be, -but for peak
performance  they're better ~than
placitig your equipment on sofid roek.

Telephone (0171) 288 1966
e-mail nna@atomic design.com
www.atomic-dasign.com/noname

\ Andrews

1 4
No Name Acousﬁcs/ﬁ'h{

1

Celect Audio
Suppliers of quality pre-owned Hi-Fi SONIGCGLINK

AMPLIFIERS/PRE AMPLIFIERS Make The World's ~inest Hifi Cables
Audiolab 8000Q Pre-Amplifier.As new.Cost £1250.Bargain at only £795 From The Highest Quality Materials

Sugden A25B Intergrated amplifier.Boxed. £180 Quad 405/1 power amplifier £175

Quad 34 pre-amplifier.Mint.Boxed £250 Quad 306 power amplifier £200

Sugden P$1 power ampifier £150 Sugden CS1 pre-amplifier £100

Drm 2A pre-amp & power supply £300 Dnm 2A pre-amp &2 power supplies £ 400

Roksan L2 pre amp & Dsu power supply  £600 Jeff Rowland model one power amplifier  £1200

SPEAKERS

TDL RTL+4 Loudspeakers.Rosewood Boxed £395 Celestion SL600.Mint.Boxed £295

Monitor sudio MA3 mant boxed & stands ~ £249 Origin live conqueror/rosewood.cost £1600  £595

Ragers L1 .boxed £80 Rogers Is7T in black £220

K 101/2 in rosewood.Boxed. £295 Triangle comete in black.boxed £300 DESIGNED BY
Tunnoy Lancasters. | 2i monitor golds £600 Keswick Audio Volante in cherry Boxed £400

Spica angelus.cost £1600 sell for £400 Triangle Titus.Black.ex dem.Boxed £300 G RA H A M N A LTY M.A.
Tannoy Ardens. 157 dual concentrics £498 Celestion Ditton 33s.Ex condition £150

OTHER ITEMS

Manticore M1& Magician arm Record deck £250 Arcam 170/3 CD Transport £295
Arcam Black box 5 DAC £25% Nakamichi §T 7E tner £395
Qed digit + Positron power supply £100 Arcam Delia 80 tuner.New.Cost £340.Boxed £200
Qed digit & 2 positron power supplies £140 Rega RB300 tone-arm. As new £90
TRANSLUCENT INTERCONNECT CABLE
$9.19% pure silver conductors Balanced. Quality gold plated Rea plugs.

Half metre terminated £60.00 i metre terminated £80.00

Add £20.00 per additiona} half metre.
|

15 Derwent Business Centre, Clarke Street, Derby DE1 2BU

WANTED URGENTLY
S — . — — Sales Office Hot Line: 07000 SONIC LINK

Quality used HiFi equipment. Collection can be arranged Tel: + 44 1332 361 390
Part exchange welcome. Fax: + 44 1332 298 836

TEL 0116 2248250 Fax 0116 2835821
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NATIONAL

David Price sizes up the new Anthem CDI
CD player from Sonic Frontiers of Canada.

before you turned this page, then

don't worry - | hadn't either until a
giant box arrived on my doorstep
bearing that very name. In fact, it's Sonic
Frontiers' new 'entry level audiophile’
brand. Yes, | did say 'entry level'
Strange, because a £1600 CD-playing
behemoth complete with ‘tube’ output
buffer is hardly the stuff of budget hi-fi.
But then the CD| hails from Canada,
don't you know, where men are men
and grizzlies are worried!

I f you'd never heard of Anthem

The
story
goes like
this. Back in
1989, Chris
Johnson and Chris

Jensen sensed a gap in the market for
an audiophile components supplier and
set up The Parts Connection. The next
step was to put the bits together
themselves, and the Sonic Frontiers
SFM-75 amplifier was the result.
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The guys got more and more into
valves and were soon manufacturing
high-end tube-powered esoterica, with
the likes of conrad-johnson and Audio
Research firmly in their sights.

Sonic Frontiers describe themselves
as being 'a Lexus of the hi-fi world', with
their Anthem brand likened to Toyota.
Well, in Britain at least, Toyota-sized
CD players aren't usually quite as big as
the Anthem! And to my

eyes the build
quality is closer to Mercedes

Benz - very sturdily and beautifully
finished with a vast expanse of silver
anodised aluminium for the front panel.
(Black is a no-cost option, or can be
retro-fitted for £100).

The story's the same inside - a pair
of the latest Burr-Brown PCM|702P
20-bit DACs, the respected Pacific

nthem

Microsonics PMD-100 HDCD filter and
an oversize frame-type power
transformer are but a start. Then
there's the Sovtek 6922/E88CC valve
output buffer which glows discreetly
from the back of the PCB, fitted in the
name of "eliminating digital edginess”
(or so it says here). There's also a
choice of S/PDIF and AES/EBU digital
outputs. Oh, and | nearly forgot the
Sony Musicbank transport. No
proprietary CDM|2 mechanisms
from Philips here, because
the Anthem is in
fact a multi-

disc player!

There was | thinking multi-disc
machines were the exclusive province
of Mini systems in teenagers' bedrooms,
but the Anthem has proved me wrong!
It has a six-disc bay fed via the standard
drawer, with front-panel disc-switching
duplicated on the remote. In use it's
surprisingly quick and devoid of fuss.
True, there is some whirring from
inside when you change from one disc
to another, but it's a small price to pay
for having over 450 minutes of music
on tap.

HI-FI WORLD
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SOUND QUALITY

The Anthem has a very distinct sound
which some will love, and others may
not. How would you imagine a hulking,
North American 'tube’' CD player
sounds? That's right - big, bold, smooth
and powerful all spring to mind, but
fast, lithe, incisive and dynamic do not.
Give the CD| the right music and it's
one of the best listens around - mellow
Jazz, power Pop and laid-back Soul
grooves are all genres this player
warms to superbly. Try high-energy
Dance, crashing Rock or crisp Classical
and it's a different story.

| kicked off with Suede's 'Trash', a
nightmare of a recording which is
about as thin and forward as you'll find.
What greeted me wasn't the ear-
bashing I'd expected but a curiously
smooth and easy-going sound. Those
wailing guitars, doused as they are in
every digital effects pedal known to
humankind, were strangely muted and
sedate. Singer Brett Anderson's voice,
rather than sounding like he was singing
down a dodgy telephone line, actually
had depth and colour. And the song's
bassline; well, there was one! Through
drier designs like Linn's Karik you'd be
left thinking the band had forgotten to
get the bass player out of bed that day.

808 State's 'Ancordia’, another
mediocre recording which sounds like it
was mastered on an old dog-eared
DAT machine, also assumed new life.
Gone was the anaemic tonal balance
and imaging, in their place a rich
acoustic with cinematic sound staging,
lush basslines, sumptuous midband and
silky highs. Very nice, but | couldn't help
noticing all was not quite right.

The bass, although warm, fruity and
possessed of real slam, sounded a touch
too loose. Other players at the
Anthem's price may lack its last degree
of window-rattling subsonics but are
definitely capable of starting and
stopping faster. The Anthem adds this
‘oomph’ to everything it touches,
whether it's in the recording or not.

On the Poppy Lighthouse Family's
'Lifted' the Anthem set up a bassy
groove which sledgehammered the
song along. Sound staging was again
very expansive, with the strings
hovering miles behind the singer as the
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accompanying keyboards chimed away.
Okay so far, but | eventually found
myself focusing on the tambourines,
which sometimes verged on the tizzy.
Isaac Hayes' 'Summer In The City'
through the CD| was reminiscent of
the Pink Triangle Da Capo in its scale
and power. Those grumbling basslines,
electric piano power chords and Isaac's
startlingly rich and powerful voice were
all captured perfectly. Violins might
have been as creamy as a fresh bottle of
Baileys but again the cymbal work
sounded a little forward, quite unlike
the rest of the frequency spectrum.
Lou Donaldson's 'Everything | Play Is
Funky' summed up the Anthem's
character. In many ways as rich and
fruity as PT's Da Capo, it rather blots
its copybook with that treble. Still, if
your system's sweet enough to
counterbalance this, you'll love the
CD1. One particular forte is its
rhythmic ability, an unlikely strength
considering it's quite a lot less dynamic
than a Karik or Da Capo; the Anthem
just seems to steamroller things along in
a relaxed but authoritative manner.
There's also more detail than you
might at first think. Unlike similarly-
priced Japanese players like Teac's
VRDS-25, the Anthem doesn't spit
every last piano creak and studio cough
at you, but simply lets instruments play
independently but cohesively with each
other. In short, the CD! makes music.
Last, but by no means least, the
Anthem is HDCD equipped, and this is
where it really shines. Pacific
Microsonics' system may have its

detractors, but | for one reckon it's well
worth having - especially with more and
more HDCD titles coming out every
month. My Reference Recordings test
disc has rarely sounded as sweet, the
Anthem lending its characteristic bloom
to everything it played.

Downsides! Apart from that treble
brightness and loose bass, very little.
You could say the CD|'s tonal palette
isn't the broadest - it can't really convey
a recording's subtlest tonal shadings
because everything sounds warm. Still,
that's not such a bad thing with CD.

It's thumbs aloft overall for the
Anthem. It's not perfect - nothing is -
but it has a warm musicality that gives it
an analogue feel. Factor in those stylish
looks, fine build, multi-disc convenience
and HDCD compatibility and it's a lot
of CD player for the money. | just wish
it wasn't quite so big - Canada must get
a different kind of Toyota from us Brits!
Anthem CDI £1595
Picture The Sound

3 Weston Road,
Guildford,
Surrey GU2 6AU
Tel: 01483 454991

e o

WORLD VERDICT ©

~

Sweet sound and numerous features
make the CD| fine value for money.

Measured Performance
see pl il
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VIGTORY SERIES
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Magnat in Cologne, Germany have been developing high quality speaker systems

for thi~tv years. In addition to creating new technologies, the engineers at our R&ID
hasc h.ve also maintained a continuous commitment to finding new ways of making
higl end technotogy affordable. The approach is ‘similar to that taken in the car
industry, where the engineers transfer developments from Formula 1 racing to
applications for normal, street legal automobiles.

The VICTORY Series is an excellent example of successful technology transter.
Onc af the most impressive highlights is the VICTORY tweeter: the polycarbonate
dome i, coated with high grade titanium for extra rigidity and the voice coil is cooled with ferrotluid oil, which
increases power handling. The woofer/midrange units are fitted with hardened cellulose cones. This, combined
with the extremely rigid steel basket means that disturbing mechanical resonances have virtually been eliminated.
Generously dimensioned serew terminals enable connection of modern large cross-section cables.

Call HENLEY DESIGNS now ¢n d1491-834700 for information on stockists. We think you'll be pleasantly

surprised by the performance and the, ahem, price.




CARBON
COMPOSITION

Jon Marks finds out how DIY fans can enhance their home-made hi-fi with

There‘s a legion of eager
constructors out there, soldering
irons and wood glue at the
ready. A fair majority will already have
put together a lot of what sits in their
equipment racks from kits offered by a
range of companies and will be enjoying
the fruits of their labour. Trouble is, for
many the time comes when you want to
go it alone - the urge to design and
construct something wholly your own
from scratch starts to take a hold. Now
if it’s fairly standard loudspeakers or
amplifiers you decide on, then no
problem - getting local carpenters and
sheet metal workers to sort out the
cabinets shouldn't be difficult. But if
high-tech materials like carbon fibre and
Kevlar are tugging at your heart strings,
that's another matter.

Companies that deal with advanced
composites aren't exactly as numerous
as the pigeons in Trafalgar Square. And,
as many have found from past
experience, most are too busy with
large-quantity specialist work
(automotive and aerospace, for
instance) to be able to help out home
constructors with one-off prototypes
or short production runs. On top of
that, very few are likely to have any
experience of hi-fi components.
However, there is one company that
has handled hi-fi designs in carbon and
Kevlar which is happy to turn out single
items for DIYers - East Midlands
Comoposites (tel: 01773 530190).

The company is based in Heanor,
Derbyshire, and has been involved with
composites for a decade. Director

Hi-FI WORLD

help from carbon fibre.

Steve Miliward has long had a passion
for hi-fi, which eventually saw EM.C.
making components like cartridge
bodies for Wilson Benesch. From this
collaboration they've gained valuable
insights into how advanced fibre

technology can best be applied to audio.

We decided to investigate how a DIY
system with a high-fibre content could
sound by auditioning E.M.C's set-up.

THE SHAPE OF THINGS

TO COME

The turntable front end might ring a
few bells even though it's wearing some
rather modern garb. It began life as a
trusty Thorens TD 150 belt-drive deck
but has metamorphosed into something
special. First in the bin was the original
steel top-plate. Steel weighs five times
as much as the same volume of carbon

fibre and has an annoying habit of
ringing like a bell, as you'll discover if
you tap most of the metal racks relied
on to house hi-fi. In came a 3mm thick
carbon-fibre top-plate from which the
three-point sprung sub-chassis hangs.
Carbon fibre is stiffer and better self-
damped than steel, two properties vital
to decent vinyl replay.

Talking of the sub-chassis, that was
next for replacement. Again, out went
steel and in came carbon fibre. In this
case, instead of opting for a plain slab,
E.M.C. chose a carbon honeycomb
sandwiched between upper and lower
sheets. This is a carbon fibre version of
the aluminium Aerolam Celestion
fashioned the enclosures of their SL600
loudspeakers from and which Pink
Triangle employ as the sub-chassis of
the Export turntable.

The modified Thorens TD 150 uses the original platter, bearing and motor but everything

else has been changed.
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Bolted to the honeycomb are the
TD150's bearing and a new carbon-fibre
armboard. Mounted firmly on this is the
jewel in the crown of the system,
E.M.C.'s own tone-arm. The Wilson
Benesch influence is particularly strong
here as you can see from the picture.

The arm tube is tapered to minimise
resonance, as are those on WB's new
0.5 (reviewed on p16), SME's Series V
and Rega's RB300. At the narrow end
you'll find a headshell bonded on to take
a cartridge (here WB's 'Carbon’,
naturally!) while at the other there's a
simple cup-and-spike unipivot bearing.
The counterweight is a WB-style low-
slung device with two steel cylinders
which project forward. This effectively
allows the counterweight to come in
closer to the pivot point and thereby
reduces its moment of inertia, giving a
cleaner, clearer sound and tighter bass
than a standard counterweight.

Rounding out the turntable package
is the TD150's own motor driven by a
Linn Valhalla power supply. This
arrangement isn't perfect because the
Valhalla is not optimised for the

The open-baffle loudspeakers flank the equipment rack which contains, from top to bottom,

The cabling exits the arm at the pivot point on the prototype. This will be changed on

production examples to reduce potential electrical interference.

gone from being a slightly dumpy, old-
fashioned deck to a sleek,
contemporary LP spinner.

ABLE AMPLIFICATION

Not only are E.M.C. fibre fans, they're
loyal members of the battery brigade
too. The solid-state phono stage which

the valve power amp, active crossover and MOSFET power amp.

Thorens motor, so E.M.C. are planning
to fit an Airpax DC motor in the near
future.

One thing you realise as a result of
all these modifications is how good
carbon fibre can look. The Thorens has
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boosts the Carbon MC's output is run
from Nickel/Cadmium rechargeable
cells to make sure noise is kept low.
Then comes the valve line-level pre-
amp. This contains a pair of ECC88
double-triodes running on low-voltage

supply rails of +/- 30V and coupled to
Ansar polypropylene input and output
capacitors. These drive the active
crossover which splits the signal into
high and low frequency parts ready to
g0 on to the two power amps.

Here again E.M.C. have mixed solid-
state and thermionic worlds. A 100watt
MOSFET power amp with regulated
power supply provides the current to
take care of the bottom end, leaving the
rest to what is basically Mullard's 5-20
valve power amp. The stylish carbon
chassis here keeps down the amount of
vibration that reaches the ECC83, 7025
and EL34 valves, which, like all valves,
are microphonic.

Last link in the chain are the
loudspeakers. Open-baffle is the order
of the day, Steve Millward swearing this
is the only way to get tuneful bass from
a 'speaker. Tweeter (lin. fabric-dome)
and midrange (5in. paper and carbon
fibre) come courtesy of Scanspeak and
are linked together by a passive
crossover connected to the valve amp,
making this a kind of pseudo-active
system. The Audax [0in. paper-cone
woofer is driven direct by the MOSFET
amp and is a reworking of the boxless
subwoofer we printed in April 1996.

But where are the pure carbon-fibre
driver cones? Well, in these 'speakers
carbon fibre has been put more to
decorative than structural use. The
large MDF panels have a layer of
carbon-fibre mat attached to their
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At the rear of the loudspeakers are two binding trays. The
one on the left runs direct to the woofer while the one on

the right feeds the tweeter/midrange passive crossover.

fronts to give them that 'space-age’
look.

SOUND QUALITY

Setting up open-baffle loudspeakers is
never a swift, easy task. Due to the way
they interact with the room, getting an

The valve amp’s moulded carbon-fibre chassis has the large output and
mains transformers bolted to its upper surface, along with the PSU

inductor and valves.

HI-FI WORLD

evenly-balanced response
can take a lot
repositioning; a strong
friend who enjoys an
afternoon of exertion in
the name of hi-fi is a great
asset.

The experience we
gained with the dipole
subwoofer in April 1996
suggested the best
arrangement was to have
the two bass drivers facing
out towards the side walls.
Since E.M.C''s drivers are
all fixed to the same baffle
this limited the placement
options somewhat but we
still managed to get a very
lucid, open sound.

The turntable has
certainly cleaned its act up
compared to the original,
with a much less woolly
and coloured character. It
played basslines on albums
like Grace Jones'
Nightclubbing with
confidence and power.
Midrange and treble were
clean and crisp too. With a
good DC motor or a
standard Airpax AC synchronous
motor driven from a PSU like a Linn
Lingo this turntable with its carbon-
fibre arm would be capable of
embarrassing some expensive
commercial decks.

The good news for dedicated home
designers is
that the
armtube can be
had for around
£25 from
EM.C. The
headshell
would cost
around £5, a
simple unipivot
bearing and
housing around
£30,and a
counterweight
£20. The only
part
outstanding is
the arm pillar -

E.M.C.'s own arm uses one scavenged
from an old Linn tone-arm. However,
by the time you read this, they should
have a complete kit ready for sale. And
they're also happy to build to your own
design, although one-offs like this would
be more expensive.

With Teac's P-30 transport and Pink
Triangle's Da Capo DAC feeding the
pre-amp the system proved equally
capable. Imaging wasn't as pinpoint as
that of the best small stand mounters
but then the open baffles are rather
large and reflect quite a lot of sound
from around the tweeter and mid/bass
units. The breadth and depth of the
sound stage amply compensated, as did
the bass with its lack of boxy coloration
and dynamic slurring.

Emerging as another star of the
carbon-fibre road show was that valve
power amp. You could hear the quality
of the carbon chassis in the punch and
slam of the bass and the general focus
and detail to the sound. Working into a
pair of Jamo's relatively current-hungry
Concert 8s the 20watt E.M.C. sounded
as taut and effortless as the 100watt
Chord solid-state power amp reviewed
on p31. There was no sign of it wilting
or straining in the way many of the
valve amps previously hooked up to the
Jamos have.

If you'd like to try out a moulded
chassis like this on your own amp
project, it'll cost somewhere between
£250-£400 depending on size and
whether or not it's pre-drilled. A
cheaper alternative would be a carbon-
fibre top-plate on sides of either wood
or marble, for instance. Here your fibre
finances would be looking at
approximately £80-£100. Carbon,
Kevlar and glass fibre, all of which
E.M.C. work with, have been put to
commercial use in loudspeaker cones
and tone-arms. Now the potential
benefits of these materials are available
to DIYers @

East Midlands Composites can be
contacted at tel: 01773 530190.

They will be at this year's Bristol Hi-Fi
Show, Feb 20th-22nd.
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Nationwide

At Sevenoaks Hi Fi you will find
a wide range of products on
show with the emphasis on
quality combined with
unbeatable value for money.

Everything in stock is on display
and available for audition in our
dedicated Hi Fi and Home
Cinema demonstration rooms.

Our friendly and experienced
staff will be happy to assist you
through every step of your
purchase to ensure total
listening satisfaction.

Sevenoaks Hi Fi -

there is no better
place to buy.

Sevenoaks

TOP TEN
CD Albums
only £9.99 each

Celine Dion - Let's Talk About Love

Spice Girls - Spice World

The Verve - Urban Hymns

Metallica - Reload

Eternal - Greatest Hits

Lightning Seeds - Like You Do...Best Of
Enya - Paint The Sky With Stars

Texas - White On Blonde

Backstreet Boys - Backstreet’s Back

John Lennon - Lennon Legend... The Best Of

Sorry - no other titles available.
Max 3 discs per customer. Offer subject to
availability. Personal callers only, E&OE.

@/ aD authorised
DEALER

[EVAN B V2N WWE ONEY SELL MRLBE Y FOR WHIOH

30 SEVENOAKS HI FIl BRANCHES NATIONWIDE

.SEVENOAKS
01732 459555
109-113 London Road

ABERDEEN
01224 587070
491 Union Street

.BEDFORD
01234 272779
29-31 St Peters Street

.BIRMINGHAM
0121 233 2977
12 Queensway Arches,
Livery Street

.BRIGHTON
01273 733338
55 Preston Street

BRISTOL

0117 974 3727

92B White Ladies Road,
Clifton

.BURY ST EDMUNDS
01284 753776
47 Churchgate Street

CARDIFF
01222 472899
104-106 Albany Road

.CARLISLE
01228 590775
3 Earls Lane
(Next to Bus Depot)

.CHELSEA
0171 352 9466
403 Kings Road, SWI0

.CHELTENHAM
01242 241171
24 Pittville Street

.CROYDON
0181 665 1203
373 London Road

.ENFIELD
0181 342 1973
7 Genotin Road

. ESSEX

01376 501733
t The Grove Centre,
Witham

.GUILDFORD >
01483 536666
73b North Street

HULL

‘ Tel‘l CD Albums

. KINGSTON
(LATE NIGHT THURSDAY)
0181 547 0717
43 Fife Road

. LEEDS

(OPEN SUNDAY)
0113 245 2775
112 Yicar Lane

. MAIDSTONE
(OPEN SUNDAY)
01622 686366
96 Week Street

NEWCASTLE
0194 221 2320
19 Newgate Street

. NORWICH
01603 767605
29/29A St Giles Street

. OXFORD
(OPEN SUNDAY)
01865 241773
41 St Clements

. PETERBOROUGH
(LATE NIGHT THURSDAY)
01733 897697
36 Park Road

PRESTON
01772 825777
40-41 Lune Street

. READING
0118 959 7768
3 & 4 Kingswalk

SHEFFIELD

0114 255 5861

01d Sheffield Savings
Bank, 635 Queens Rd,
Heeley

SOUTHAMPTON
01703 337770
33 London Road

. TUNBRIDGE WELLS
01892 531543
28-30 St Johns Road

. WATFORD
(OPEN SUNDAY)
01923 213533
478 St Albans Road

. WORCESTER
01905 612929

ool o sty WEAREAUTHORBID MMAUIRS Mail Order 01732 458985 2 Reindeer Court

Opening Early 1998

NAIM AUDIO NOW AVAILABLE IN BEDFORD AND BIRMINGHAM

Closed all day 29/12  Monday Open as usual
Closed all day 30112 Tuesday Open as usual

21/12  Sunday Most branches open 25/12  Thursday

C H RI STMAS 22/12  Monday Open as usual 26/12  Friday 31/12 Wednesday _Open as usual

o P E N ' N G N2 Tuesday Open as usual 27112 Sawrday Open as usual 01/01  Thursday Closed all day
24/12  Wednesday  Open till Spm 28/12  Sunday Most branches open 02/01  Friday Open as usual




Quality

Sale at

PLEASE NOTE NOT ALL PRODUCTS ARE AVAILABLE AT ALL ERANCHES. PLEASE TELEPHONE TO VERIFY PRICE AND AVAILABILITY BEFORE TRAVELLING.

CD PLAYERS Denon TU2I5RDS £12900  B&W DM302 £12900  LASER DISC PLAYERS
Arcam Alpha 7 (improved) £32995  Denon TU425RDS £16900  BaW DMeOI £16900  Pioneer CLDD5I5-1 £379.00
Arcam Alpha 8 £ 449.95 Kenwood KT2080RDS £ 89.00 B&W DM602 £ 259.00 Pioneer CLDD925 £ 489.00
Arcam Alpha 8SE £59995  Kenwood KT3080RDS £109.00  B&W DMe03 £42900 SURROUND AMPLIFIERS
Audiolab 8000 CD £99995  Maranz ST57 £14995  B&W CDMI £599.95  Arcam AV50 £699.95
Cyrus DAD3 £599.95  Meridian 504 £69495  B&W CDM7 £999.95  Sony TAVASES £ 479.00
Cyrus DAD3Q £89995  Rotel RT935AX £15995  BAW P4 £67495  Yamaha D5PA492 £ 199.00
Denon DCD425 £129.00 Sony STSE500 £109.00 Castle Isis (Deluxe Extra) £ 249.95 Yamaha DSPA592 £ 299.00
Denon DCD635 £154.00 Sony ST5E700 £139.00 Castle Severn MK | (Standard Finish) £ 349.00 Yamaha DSPA1092 £ 799.00
Denon DCD825 £199.00 Yamaha TX480L £ 99.95 Castle Kendal (Deluxe Extra) £ 449.95 Yamaha DSPA3090 £1299.00
Exposure CD £1049.95 AMPLIFIERS Castle Severn 2 (Deluxe Extra) £ 579.95 SURROUND RECEIVERS
Kenwood DP3080 MKII £ 109.00 Arcam Alpha 7 (improved) £ 259.95 Castle Avon (Deluxe Extra) £ 729.95 Denon AVR 1400 £ 499.95
Maranz CD36 £ 89.00 Arcam Alpha 8 (improved)  £359.95 Castle Harlech (Deluxe Extra) £ 879.95 Denon AVR3200 £999.95
Maranz gg:g E :23.88 :rcam ::p:a To E ;3332 Epos ESI2 £ 499.95 Kenwood KRV5090 £139.00
Maranz g rcam Alpha A Epos ES22 £1184.95 Kenwood KRV6090 £ 169.00
Marantz CD675E £ 249.00 Audiolab 8000LX £ 469.95 Ezos ES30 £2384.95 Yamaha RXV392 £ 199.00
Marantz CD63IIK! Signature £399.95 Audiolab 80C0A £ 499.95 Heybrook Optima £ 259.95 Yamaha RXV592 £ 369.00
mara;u Cs(?';lélgignawre E:gg: éudiol;li 8000S E ggggg JBL Control | (CorG) ~ £ 7400 SURROUND PROCESSORS

eridian 506 it h yrus A Kef Coda 7SE 29.00 Arcam Xeta Two £ 649.95
Meridian 508 24 Bit £1994.95 Cyrus MR3 Multdroom £ 599.95 Kef Q15 E :79_00 Cyrus AV Master £ 699.95
Micromega Stage 4 £ 599.95 Cyrus lil + £ 599.95 Kef Q35 £319.00 Meridian PO.A
Micromega Stage 5 £749.95 Denon PMA250SE £ 134.00 Kef Q55 £ 429.00 Sony SDPEPSES £ 419.00
Micromega Stage 6 £ 949.95 Denon PMA350SE £ 169.00 Mission 731 Pro £ 99.00 Yamaha APD | Demodulator£ 99.95
Pioneer PDS505 Precision £ 459.95 Exposure POA. Mission 733} £199.00 Yamaha DSPE492 £ 24995
Roksan Caspian £ 894.95 Marantz PM57 £ 169.00 Mission 750LE £ 24995 Yamaha DDP2 AC3 Decoder £ 34995
Rotel RCD930AX £14900  Maranaz PME6SE £189.00  pucsion 7eaf (Deluxe Extra) £ 57995 CENTRE SPEAKERS
Rotel RCD950 £199.00 Marantz PM66KI Signature £399.95 Mission 753f (Deluxe Extra) £ 799.95 Acoustic Energy AEI07C £ 149.95
Sony CDPXE310 £ 99.00 Meridian 551 £794.95 Mission 754f (Deluxe Extra) £1299.95 B&W C100 £129.95
Sony CDPXE5i0 £ 114.00 Pioneer AJ00R Precision £ 399.95 Monitor Audio Monitor 2 (BIK) £ 299.95 B&W CCé £ 199.00
Sony CDPXE900E £ 209.00 Roksan Caspian £ 694.95 Monitor Audio Monitor 3 @I £ 399'95 Kef 80C £119.00
Technics SLPG480A £ 89.00 Rotel RA920AX £ 89.00 el Ay Tt g
Technics SLPG580A £109.00  Rotel RA93I 2213400 i e oA OTISTRE () e I Q%cj 100 E {79'28

; : Monitor Audio 700PMC (BIk) £ 599.95 Kef Mode 99.

:D "‘rfl"(L:TD""-A“Rs p— §°“Y 1:”34“35 Broo E :gg-gg Monitor Audio 703PMC (BI)£799.95  Mission 73C £ 99.00

e : ony oS ; Monitor Audio 705PMC (BIk) £1399.95  Mission 75C (Blk) £ 229.00
Kenwood DPR3090 £ 89.00 Talk Electrorucs Storm 2L £ 649.95 X " .
i LR 7 1696 PREATPIIFIBRS Monitor Audio Studio 2SE (BIJ £ 599.95 Mordaunt Short T1000 £239.95
Kenwood DPR7090 £20900  Arcam Alpha 9C £39995  Monitor Audio Studio 12 (Bk)£999.95  Polk C5250 LRRSE
AT : Al s R Monitor Audio Studio 205E  (Blk} £2199.95 Ruark Dialogue One £299.95
Audiolab 8000CDM £13995  Audiolab 8000PPA £999.95 MonitorAudiojStudio 50 (Bl £399995  Tannoy MC £
Meridian 500 £124495  Audiolab 8000Q cia995  Tonior Audio Stadio S0 (Blky 595955 T A 10 ; T
DACS Cyrus Pre £ 649.95 L Siert FilD 2 . . .
Audiolab 8000DAX 24 Bit £99995  Meridian 501.2 £69495  Mordaunt Shore MS10i Pearl L CIT R el Ul T
Meridian 566 24 Bit £129495  Meridian 502 212940 ML VLo intshondl{S20iReay S B o
Musical Fidelity X-ACT £129.95  Musical Fideliy X-Pre G995  MEGHGR Sl FEPA [ReET I er00s 4 Bo |
MINI DISC/CD RECORDERS Rotel RC971 £13400  PolkRT3 GlRED, e atw |
Kenwood DM3090 £249.95  Talk Electronics Whirlwind PSU £ 649.95 POl RTS A SN R A ¢ bem:
Kenwood DM5090 £329.95  Talk Electronics Hurricane 4P £899.95 POl RT8 Cob o e A (er
Philips CDR870 CD Recorder£ 499.95  Talk Electronics Hurricane 3L £ 899.95 Ruark Epilogue (Deluxe Extra) £ 239.95 P°|k o A S oor
5ony MDSJES |0 Clam free Mimdss £ 199.00  Talk Electronics Hurricane 4L £1099.95 Ruark icon (Deluxe Extraj£ 399.95 P°|k dsp Anoaes |
CASSETTE DECKS POWER AMPLIFIERS Ruark Templar I (Deluxe Extra) £ 559.95 Y° i {5 7 oer ;
Denon DRM550 £13400  Arcam Alpha 8P £ 249.95 Ruark Sceptre (Deluxe Extra) £ 599.95 Y”"‘“h“ NSE?OS s opmyn |
Denon DRW580 Twin £169.00  Arcam Alpha 9P £ 399.95 Ruark Talisman Il (Deluxe Extra) £ 749.95 OGTNV S OEERS : ‘
Denon DRM650S £ 169.00 Arcam Alpha 0P £ 599.95 Ruark Prologue One (Deluxe Extra)£ 799.95 NToar TR (SRR
Kenwood KXW4080 Twin £109.00  Audiolab 8000SX £ 549.95 Tangent Monitor |1 (Bik)£ 179.95 K°°““'° Qe iSomm |
Pioneer CTWB806DR £24900  Audiolab 8000PX £84995  Tannoy Mercury Ml £119.95 A e |
Sony TCKE400S £12900  Audiolab 8000MX Mono (each) £899.95  Tannoy Mercury M2 £12900  Kef308 o0
Sony TCKAGES £41900  Cyrus XPA £299.95  Tannoy Mercury M3 GlepEy s A LS
Technlcs RSBX501K £149.00  Cyrus PSXR Power Supply £ 329.95  SYSTEMS Rel Q50 LEAED
Yamaha KX390 £12900  Cyrus Power £499.95  Denon DB3 incspks  £269.00  Rel QIOGE (o8
Yamaha KX580SE £199.00  Meridian 505 Mono  (each) £79495  Denon DCI inc spks £339.00  RelStratall e
TURNTABLES Meridian 556 £89495  Denon DMO3 inc spks £449.00  Rel Storm (G0
Michell Gyrodec/RB320 £102095  Meridian 557 £13995  Denon DC20 inc spks £449.00  Yamaha YSTSW40 & I39eh
NADS533 £ 189.00 Musical Fidelity X-A50 Mona (pair) £ 499.95 Denon DM7 (claim free spks) £ 579.95 ~ Yamaha YSTSW80 £179.95
Project 0.5 £159.95  Rotel RB97I € 179.00 Denon DFO7 (claim free spks) £ 649.95 ~ Yamaha YSTSW300 £349.95
Project £199.95  Rotel RB98I £26900  Denon D9IW (claim free spks) £ 899.95 ~ SPEAKER PACKAGES
TUNERS Talk Electronics Tornado 2 £599.95 Denon DF 10 (claim free spks) £ 999.95 Boston Micro 90t £999.95
Arcam Alpha 7 £229.95  Talk Electronics Tornado 4 M (pair) £109995  Teac Ref 300 (claim free spks) £ 599.95  Kef Q Series ROA
Arcam Alpha 8 £ 279.95 LOUDSPEAKERS (Pair) Teac Ref 500 (claim free spks) £ 799.95 Mission AV2i £299.00
Audiolab 8000T £799.95  Acoustic Energy AE|0Ci £19995  Yamaha CLAVIO  (claim free spks) £ 899.95 Polic RM5300 £999.95
Cyrus FM7 £399.95 Acoustic Energy AEI09 £ 34995 Yamaha CLIO (claim free spks) £ 949.95 Advertisement valid until at least
Denon TU260L £ 99.00 Acoustic Energy AEI20 £ 499.95 Yamaha AV | inc spkrs £ 649.95 mid February 1998 E&OE.

INTEREST FREE PRICE POLICY

Spread the cost of buying selected quality hi fi separates We promise some of the most competitive

and loudspeakers with our 0% finance terms. Up to 24 prices in the UK along with first class pre and
months interest free. after sales service.

Written details on request. O% APR. Subject to status. Altogether an unbeatable combination!



MISSION

As a celebration of two decades of hi-fi success, Mission have released tl

an you believe Mission are only
20 years old? Because they built
up a following so quickly it

seems as though they've been a stalwart
of the British 'speaker industry for far
longer. That success was partly down to
the widespread use of polypropylene
cones in their mid/bass drivers, which
really did make audiophiles the world
over sit up and take notice.

It’s therefore rather ironic that the
loudspeaker chosen to mark
this anniversary, the
750LE, uses a reflex-
loaded 130mm
mid/bass driver of
Aerogel rather than
polypropylene. This can
hardly be a bad thing as
Aerogel, with its
carefully-proportioned
mix of carbon and Kevlar
fibres embedded in an
acrylic polymer gel, has a
very clean, neutral sound.
This is due to its inherent
self-damping properties
which make it less prone
to break-up and roughness
in its response than paper
and plastic cones.

Aerogel drivers in the
rest of the 75 range have
been well received,
especially when partnered
with Mission's own 25mm silk-
dome tweeter. The 750LE doesn’t
have this particular unit, but then for
£250 you can't have everything. Instead
it uses a conventional fabric-dome unit
with a low-profile neodymium magnet.

The cabinet construction takes a leaf
out of the 75-Series text book. Two
Medium Density Fibreboard 'U’
sections, one consisting of the front,
back and bottom, the other of the sides
and top, are glued together to form a
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rigid box. The inner surfaces of the
upper 'U' are routed to help dissipate
standing waves inside the enclosure.
Adding the final touches are a choice of
wood veneers, gold-plated bi-wiring
posts and a rather flash, gold-plated
phase plug at the centre of the Aerogel
cone. All of which make the 750LE the
tastiest looking budget loudspeaker
around.

At this
price there's a

daunting range of excellent
competitors up against the 750LE, from
the JPW ML710 (£230) and Eltax
Symphony 6 (£240) floor standers
down to similar sized minis like
Acoustic Energy’s 100i and even
Mission’s own capable 732i, both at
£200.

| partnered the 750LEs with my
Thule IA100 |00watrt integrated amp
and sat back to sample Rockin’ Jimmy's
‘Why You Doin’ What You Do?’
Without beating about the bush, the
Missions had me immediately rocking,
such was their sense of immediacy and
coherence - everything gelled. The
piano was timbrally

accurate, vocals expressive and well
projected, and the bass punchy and
surprisingly weighty for such a small
cabinet.

The treble wasn't in quite the same
league as the midrange and bass. It was
smooth and reasonably detailed but
couldn’t match the refinement of the
silk dome, which left percussion
occasionally sounding a little splashy.

Where the baby Missions’ pedigree
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SCORE

ir new 730 Limited Edition loudspeaker. Dominic Todd proposes a toast.

came to the fore once again was in
sound staging, with a depth and width
to venues which is hard to fauit at this
price. As Rockin' Jimmy and his
sidekicks were captured on tape live, |
was also able to hear the workings of
the bar in the background. Far from
being a distraction, this increased the
music's atmosphere, which is so crucial
when it comes to drawing you into the
performance. The timing was also dead
on, topping off a vivid and well-
mannered performance.

The bass guitar in Prefab Sprout’s ‘|
Never Play Basketball Now’ certainly
didn't reach as low as it does on the
floor standers mentioned above but it
had enough weight to underpin the
music and endow it with solidity. Lead
vocals never gave the impression they
were trapped inside the 750LE's
cabinets and avoided that nasal quality
which mars the midrange of some
'speakers. With this order of
transparency on offer the Missions
belied their humble price tag and would
have some of their more up-market
brethren breaking out into a cold sweat.
The sole bluebottle in the ointment was
the way the treble could sound
unfocused.

To see if this zest for music carried
through to that sternest of tests, female
vocals, | cued up the Cranberries ‘Ode
To My Family’. As I'd hoped, the same
sense of even-handedness and balance
prevailed here as earlier. An important
ingredient in the Missions’ success was a
seamlessness across the bulk of the
frequency range.

Another attention-grabbing
performance came from the Hammond
organ on ‘In The Hands Of The
Inevitable’ by the James Taylor Quartet.
The introduction quivered and
shimmied with a great sense of tension,
although it deflated when the drums
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entered the fray - they didnt quite have
that ‘snap’ and impact I'd been
expecting in spite of their rhythmic
proficiency. And next to the terrific
tonal colour and texture the Missions
lent the organ, the saxophone sounded
a touch weedy and not quite as vibrant.

The list of the 750LE's strong points
is mighty long: excellent articulation and
definition; class-leading tonal colour and
texture; Swiss-watch timing precision;
expansive sound staging: sheer
enjoyability. | could go on, but | think
you get the message. The 750LEs don’t
merely cut the mustard, they positively
blast through it with a chainsaw. But
that’s not to say they're totally foible-
free.

Whilst the bass is rhythmic and
punchy its lack of real extension will
disappoint organ scholars and Drum 'n
Bass merchants. Rising higher, the
detailed treble isn’t the most refined
compared to the midrange and the
competition. But the 750LEs leave you

»

with the right impression - you'll
remember their strengths, not their
weaknesses. I'd even go so far as to say
the class above (KEF RDMI monitors
and co) needs to watch out. Many
happy returns Mission, and here's to the
next 20 years @
Mission 750LE £248
Mission

Stonehill,

Huntingdon,

Cambs. PEI8 6ED

Tel: 01480 451777

WORLD VERDICT <

The 750LEs are hard to resist with

their combination of Aerogel clarity

and budget cost .

Measured Performance
see pllil
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Elemental Audio’s Reference support
range.

From the luxurious marble
agglomerate shelving to the unique
closed atmosphere 100% tubular
construction, our supports look, feel
and perform like no others.

February’s Hi-Fi World
concluded...”The Monoplinth
outstripped all the other platforms
here in every respect”. From
lightning quick bass to
unbrightened grainless and Introducing the Monoplinth

powerful treble coupled with a The latest in the reference series - used primarily as a

midrange that has “an addictive puri- level of our new breathtaking
ty to it”, our designs lend an air of refinement, of poise and modular stacking system, the

qssurgdness, and a deftness which be11e§ their mzflss, making plinth represents the height of
listening a very pleasurable and extending experience. . .
our no-compromise designs: a

For more information incl. availability, customn orders and single shelf solution for
designs, and free friendly advice: euipment and also floor
CALL

standing speakers.
Tel: 01840 211045 Fax/Data: 01840 211056 Koy Elemental .
Highfield Rd., Camelford. CORNWALL. PL329RA N[/ Audio (group tested Feb’98 Hi-Fi World)

You could get, oh,
£1 each for
your records.

Or you could listen
to them.

HENLEY PHONO STAGE

‘& HENLEY 01491-834700

DISTRIBUTED BY HENLEY DESIGNS LIMITED




boast an order book containing

names like the BBC, Abbey Road
Studios and the Royal Opera House.
But Chord electronics can, which isn't
bad going for a company that has only
been in existence for |6years. Take a
look and a listen to the CPA 1800/SPM
400 pre/power combination and you
begin to understand why Chord have
some rather famous customers,

The feature which sets Chord's
amplifiers apart from those of most
other manufacturers is the use of
switch-mode power supplies. These
endow the power amps with high
power outputs without the need for
transformers the size of a tractor tyre.

The design of the switch-mode
power supply is common to all Chord
amplifiers. First, the mains supply goes
through a three-stage Radio Frequency
Interference filter before it's rectified.
This high-voltage DC is then stored in a
bank of capacitors. Next, ultra-low-loss
MOSFET transistors switching at 80kHz
chop this DC up and the subsequent
waveform passes through a custom-
made ceramic-cored high-frequency
transformer.

From here the voltage is rectified
again and passed on to a 'Dynamic

I t's not every hi-fi company that can

HI-FI WORLD

Coupling' system where the positive
and negative supply rails are coupled
together by a strong magnetic flux.
Thus, if a high power demand is made
on one rail, the required energy will
actually be drawn from both, keeping
the ground reference clean. All that
remains after the ‘Dynamic Coupling' is
a final bank of storage capacitors which
feed the audio circuitry itself.

The 100 watt SPM 400 power amp is
a perfect example of the size benefits of
switch-mode. It measures a shoe-box
300mm by 355mm by 88mm and weighs
a mere 4.5kg, which is less than most
budget amplifiers. But don't make the
mistake of equating weight with quality -
both the CPA 1800 pre and the SPM
400 power rank among the most
professionally-built components ['ve
seen.

The CPA 1800 is Chord's base pre-
amp, though £1774 is hardly a base
price. Six line-level inputs and two tape
outputs are catered for, hence the A/B
buttons on the fascia - A is Tape |, B
Tape 2. On the rear there are sturdy
phono connectors to all the inputs and
two pre-amp outputs, one set fully-
balanced XLR and the other RCA.

The power amp is even simpler. Built
into a matching case, this £1325 unit

ORD-ON

hord’s ‘budget’ CPA
00 pre and SPM 400
'r combination cost
over £3000. Ketan
Aradia starts saving.

displays just a Power On button and a
bi-colour LED which shines red for
standby and green for ready. Between
switching the amp on and music
emerging from your ’speakers there's a
I2-second gap that gives the circuitry
time to stabilise. Round the back there
are standard RCA inputs (strangely no
balanced XLRs) and two pairs of binding
posts.

Only here does the SPM 400 look
less than ideal. Because of the heatsink
fins on the back panel there's very little
space around the terminals which can
make it quite awkward when the
interconnects and 'speaker cables are of
the chunky variety.

Mike Gregory of Chord told me that
this partnership, and especially the
power amp, would take at least four
days of continuous music to reach peak
performance. Sandwiching the Chords
between our standard CD front end of
Teac P-30 transport/Pink Triangle Da
Capo DAC and the Jamo Concert 8
stand mounters initially proved
disappointing. The sound was dynamic
and detailed but also rather grainy and
monochromatic. It lacked expression
and had a mild hardness in the lower
treble that emphasised the Jamos'
weakness in this area.
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During the next couple of weeks the
Chords burned in to become sweeter,
smoother and more natural. The final
results were well worth the wait.

The SPM 400 worked into a variety
of 'speakers including Heybrook's
Sextets, our own KLS3 Gold Mklls and
even Castle's little Kendals. The best
match turned out to be the Jamos
simply because in terms of detail,
coherence and dynamics they suited the
Chords perfectly.

SOUND QUALITY

The first thing that strikes you when
listening to the Chords is just how
transparent they are without being
bright or forward. The 1800/400 are
uncommon components because they
give you that feeling of listening straight
through the electronics and deep into
the recording. For this to be the case
you need outstanding resolution of
detail. Excellent though they are in
information retrieval it's not this alone
that makes the Chords special. What
does is a mix of abilities unmatched by
anything I've heard at this price or quite
a lot more.

So what are these abilities! Detail is
one. Then there's the natural, unforced
clarity which enables you to
concentrate on the musical piece as a
whole. Imaging precision and stability is
another, as | found with Hideko
Udagawa and the London Symphony

HI-FI WORLD

orchestra playing
Brahms Violin
Concerto, Op.77.
The next
enviable string to
these amps' bow
is their dynamic
power and
transient speed -

.
<
-

crescendos don't
have their peaks
rounded off as
happens with so
many amplifiers.
This makes the
music much more
invigorating and
involving,
Instruments in the
orchestra such as
triangles aren't
modulated by timpani and stay sharply
focused - control is close to absolute.
Even so, the i800/400 serve the music,
not vice versa.

Looking for some sort of chink in
the Chords' armour | linec them up
with some funky Soul in the form of En
Vogue's EV3 album. The amps handled
this as if reproducing a multitude of
sledgehammer drum machines and
synthesisers was the most natural thing
in the world. There was as much slam
as the hardest of bass heads could wish
for without the delicacy of vocal
harmonies suffering in the least.
Switching genres
to Jazz and
Reggae didn't
make any
difference - the
Chords
impressed with
them all.

There are
certain areas
where you could
split hairs.
Compared to
something like
the Unison
Research Simply
845 on pl3 the
Chords are less
fluid and tonally
lush. Swapping
around with the

2T

"
iy

£4000 Etalon pre/power reviewed last
month revealed the Chords to be
slightly on the leaner side of neutral
too.

n spite of this there's no doubt the
CPA 1800/SPM 400 combination is
special. Its strength is that it imposes so
little character of its own on music - it
won't turn relaxed tempos up-beat nor
will it add sweetness to what isn't
sweet. This is as honest and truthful a
pair of amplifiers as I've heard in a long
time. If your musical tastes are broad
and you prize neutrality, very few
competitors at this price come close @

Chord CPA 1800
Chord SPM 400

£1774
£1325

Chord Electronics
The Pump House,
Bridge Court,
East Farleigh,
Kent MEI6 §NB
Tel: 01622 721444

WORLD VERDICT
Amplifiers which have it all - dezail,

transparency, slam and rhythm. |1 a
word, excellent.

Measured Performance

see Pl

MARCH 1998 w



his month's competition prize is
I one for the analogue disc fans

among you, a top-class
combination of Wilson Benesch's Circle
turntable, A.C.T. 0.5 tone-arm and
Matrix Moving-Coil cartridge as
reviewed on plé.

There are two traits you'll never fail
to find in Wilson Benesch components -
solid engineering and carbon fibre. Each
part of this front end demonstrates
these virtues.

The £795 Circle turntable is an
elegant device with a functional,
minimalist look. As its base it uses two
circular MDF slabs over an inch thick
and |2inches in diameter. The motor
(where 33rpm/45rpm speed change is
accomplished by moving the round belt
on the pulley) is mounted on the lower
of these while the upper supports and
isolates the sub-chassis. The bearing and
armboard sit on three carbon-fibre rods,
each of which is 3mm in diameter. The
platter itself is a chunky acrylic affair
which Wilson Benesch say works best
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when it's clothed with the supplied mat
of felt.

The £795 A.C.T. 0.5 unipivot tone-
arm could well be the true bargain of
the three. It's a less expensive version of
Wilson Benesch's A.C.T. 2 and is
manufactured in the same way but has
simplified connectors and no
presentation case to keep the price
down.

Final link, the Matrix cartridge is
worth a hefty £786. This open-body
design uses a carbon-fibre base and its
inherent self-damping to reduce
resonances in the generator assembly,
supplied by Benz-Micro.

Add these three ingredients together
and you'll realise that the Circle set-up is
very neutral. Gone are the slightly fluffy
bass and treble that tainted many
turntables of yore. Instead, music has
solidity, control and detail without
sounding in the least sterile. Rhythm is in
safe hands as well, as attested by
numerous driving Rock tracks and
permanently tapping feet.

With its precision main bearing and
faultless finish the WB is going to keep
your LPs turning for a very long time to
come too. And where most other decks
could hardly be called attractive, the
Circle and co. ooze more style than the
average classy-label boutique.

If you would like to win this great
prize, all you have to do is answer the
following questions and complete the tie
breaker. Send in the entry form on the
back of a sealed envelope or post card
to reach us by March é6th to:

Wilson Benesch Competition
Hi-Fi World Magazine,

64 Castellain Road,

Maida Vale,

London W9 |EX

Don't forget to include your name,
address and telephone number so that
we can contact the winner promptly.

HI-FI WORLD



N A COMPLETE
"H TURNTABLE
.TH OVER £2000

COMPETITION ENTRY QUESTIONS

I) Which hi-tech material is Wilson Benesch famous for using?

A. Kevlar B. Carbon Fibre
C. Nylon D. Titanium

2) What kind of cartridge is the Matrix?

A. Moving Magnet B. Moving Coil
C. Crystal D. Toner

3) What speeds does the Circle cater to?

A. 33rpm/45rpm B. 78rpm/60rpm
C. 50rpm/i00rpm D. 8rpm/l6rpm
4) What is the base of the Circle made of?

A Plywood B. Aluminium

C. Plastic D. MDF

B.5

[
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
| 5) How many carbon-fibre rods support the sub-chassis?
1A

1c3 D. 10

|

| TIE BREAKER (obligatory)

|

|

Complete the following in less than 30 words

I Carbon fibre is the order of the day,

As it helps play music in an uncommon way,
I Wilson Benesch duly realised this fact,
And created the Circle, Matrix and A.C.T.

| Post Code: ........coevmvminnnnee, Tel NO. .o

Please do not add my name to your mailing list.

COMPETITION RULES AND CONDITIONS
[!] Only one entry per household. Multiple entries will be automatically disqualified.
[2] In the event of more than one entrant submitting all-correct answers, the winner will be picked
from the tie-breaker by the Editor. We will endeavour to publish the results in the second issue
following the closing date.
[3] Purchase of the mag; is not a precondition of entry.
[4] No correspondence will be entered into; the Editor's decision is final
[5] No employees of Audio Publishing Ltd. or of any companies associated with the production or
distribution of the prizes may enter.
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COMPETITION WINNERS

JANUARY ISSUE COMPETITION

Now it's time to reveal the many winners in our '

bumper January competition where every
component reviewed was up for grabs.

ALAN ALDERSON of Co. Durham
wins the |JPW ML510 loudspeakers.
J. HERMELE of London
wins the Mission 73| loudspeakers.
). CAMERON of Rosshire
wins the Eltax Liberty 3+ loudspeakers.
JOHN COLLINS of Bristol
wins the Tannoy Mercury m2 loudspeakers.
PAUL SZYSZKO of London
wins the Mordaunt-Short MS|0i Pearl
loudspeakers.

JASON PARKES of Dudley
wins the Kenwood DM-9090 MiniDisc
recorder.

JUSTIN HOLMES of Epsom
wins the Roksan Ojan 3 loudspeakers.
STEVE BROOKS of
Northants,
wins the Musical Fidelity X-Pre and X-A50
amplifiers.

JOHN BOYD of Nottingham
wins the DPA White Slink interconnect.

=~ TIM HAMLYN of Norfolk
wins the Pentacone Plain Soft Copper
interconnect.

JAMES MCPHIE of South Lanarkshire wins
the Prowire Silver interconnect.
DAVE EDMONDSON of Lancashire,

I. ADAMS of East Sussex,

PAUL KILLICK of Guernsey,
MARK HILLIER of Suffolk,

KEITH HODGKINSON of Manchester,
BRIAN CHURCHILL of Kent,
PHIL GATES of Southampton,
ELIZABETH AVELING of Bradford,
TINA NEWMAN of Hampshire
and
D. L. MURPHY of Kent all win a Ringmat
Statmat each.

NEIL REEVES of Warwickshire
and
A. GILYEAD of Solihull
both win a bottle of Licon each.
HAZEL EVERETT of Cleethorpes wins the
Philips CDR 870 CD recorder.
ADRIAN BUCKMASTER of Middlesex wins
the GATE Troughline decoder.

Congratulations!
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PURE LINEAR STRUCTURED CARBON FIBRE AND CARBON HYBRID CABLES

(P

The Second £199.99 0.8m Stereo
Phono or XLR

The Wind £19.99/m (Single Strand)

The First £184.99 0.8m Stereo Phono

The Revelation £59.99/m (Single Strand)

DL14 7YX

“Flrmly Recommended"

“It was mean

van den Hul UK P.O.Box 31 Bishop Auckland
Tel: 01388 663273

as a relerence
and reference quality it is.”

-Hi-Fi World November 96

“...a welcome addition to the

top rank of British audio.”

-Gramophone August 97

XTC Information Line

TEL (0181) 810 9388

FAX (0181) 810 9365

-Hi-Fi News & RR April 97

- .. = “For:more information contact:
* .~ HEYBROOK HI FLTD CLEMO ROAD LISKEARD CQRNWALL PL14 3NH -
-~ FEL: (0)41579,3&?36&;!5%0}1522 342833 o SR . :
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Is it a case of
beautiful looks
partnering
sweet sounds
in Sony's
CDP-X3000ES
CD player? Leo Lam
investigates.

he first time | met Sony's
| CDP-X3000ES CD player was a
year ago in Hong Kong where it

was sitting pretty alongside its matching
amplifier. | was simply stunned by its
looks. Displayed between some Krell,
Mark Levinson and high-end Japanese
players it didn't seem even marginally
out of place, despite costing a paltry
£500. A quick listen told me it was a
promising design but | had no chance
then to really get to know its sound.

My second encounter with the
'3000ES afforded me the time | hadn't
had before. The Sony is a joy to use,
with its acrylic cover that slides
elegantly backwards as you place your
CD in the machine, and drew many an
admiring comment. "Beautiful, I'd buy it
for the looks alone," was the general
verdict, particularly from female friends
who came to observe the most recent
review addition to my rack. Stylish in
spades the Sony may be on the outside,
but do the electronics on the inside
match up?

THE TECHNOLOGY

Without a doubt they do. In fact, the
build and component quality are little
short of amazing at this price. Opening
the glamorous case revealed an array of
very expensive, audio-grade capacitors,
from Elna Silmic (as used by Ken
Ishiwata in certain 'SE' version Marantz
CD players) to Nichicon Muses, an
industry favourite in the upper echelons

HI-FI WORLD

EXTRA

of equipment.
Also spotted were
two of Sony's
proprietary Current Pulse
D/A convertors and a fully
Japanese troop of semiconductor
devices. A Lexus under the skin of a
Mini Cooper!

Fancy, but this isn't the only eye-
catching feature in the CDP-X3000ES.
Sony has discarded its traditional
transport, which features in many CD
players, like those from Onkyo and
Arcam (the Alpha I). The same optical
pick-up head is retained but the rest of
the transport has been completely
redesigned. Where traditional
transports move the pick-up across the
disc to read the data, the Sony's fixes
the pick-up and moves the transport
horizontally for tracking. Sony claim this
radical departure from the norm
provides better overall stability and
therefore sound quality than a
conventional transport.

And the list of Unique Selling Points
lengthens with the four variable-
coefficient digital filters. Unlike the
user-changeable filters in the Da Capo,
which were wholly different ICs, the
Sony uses the same IC - it's just the
rates of roll-off and their effect on the
response that change. Though more of
a marketing gimmick than an advance in
technology, since implementing multiple
digital low-pass filters for a CD player is
simple, I'm surprised it's only now,

> nearly |5
years after CD's

introduction, that the

idea has been put into

@ practice.

The filters are located before the
D/A conversion and filter out the digital
signal's high-frequency components,
which are created during sampling. So
the frequency spectrum is shaped in the
digital domain and you can choose
which of the four you prefer.

The standard filter is a brick-wall
type chopping in at around 24kHz, with
a claimed attenuation of 120dB, which
causes some response ripples near the
cut-off frequency as our measurements
show. Filter No! has a slow roll-off
which cures the ripples to give a flatter
response. Filter No2 is a combination of
the standard and Nol filters. Finally, the
last setting, No3, is a simulation of a
seventh-order Butterworth filter.
Selecting a filter is as easy as pressing a
button on the remote handset.

The controls on the player's fascia
are minimal since all the usual functions
like programming, display dimming and
the various play modes can be found on
the remote. Also featured is a
switchable digital output where both
Toslink and co-axial are supported.

SOUND QUALITY

After perusing the CDP-X3000ES's
innards | was expecting a class-beating
performance. Raising your hopes too
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high is always dangerous. | played a mix
of discs as soon as I'd plugged the player
in and the smile slipped from my face -
the Sony sounded like a poor example
from the dawn of digital replay. Treble
was hard and bright, and the bass loose
whichever filter | opted for. Fine, so it
obviously needed a warm-up. It turned
out that nearly a week, on constantly
repeat all day was what the doctor
ordered.

During that week, the Sony went
from strength to strength, the high-
frequency aberrations fading away and
the whole presentation snapping into
focus. It was duly connected to Roksan's
Caspian amplifier and a pair of Seas
Mighty Mini stand mounters from
Wilmslow Audio, picked for their
revealing clarity. The Castle Kendal
floor standers reviewed on p57 were
pressed into service as well. Cables
interconnect and ’speaker included
Kimber, Audioquest and DNM, and the
final ingredient was Musical Fidelity's
X10-D buffer.

STANDARD FILTER

A clean, open sound emerged from my
Super Minis as the Sony spun the Albert
Cello Concerto with Yo-Yo Ma (Sony
SK 57961). The CDP-X3000ES's sense
of scale was exemplary considering its
price and, when compared with the
Marantz CD-63 mkll Kl-Signature or
even an Arcam Alpha 8, it put greater
dynamics and punchier drive into the
music. The sound stage was fairly wide
and stable, although it has to be said it
could have been deeper. Ma's cello was
appropriately rich for a Stradivarius and
the delicate moments in this work were
portrayed with grace and subtlety.

This goes to show how tonally
faithful to the music this player is - it
relayed whatever was in the recording
without adding its own opinion. What
prevented an even better score was a
shortfall in detail, especially when you
remember the expensive components
under that desirable lid.

The timpani hit hard as the second
movement arrived and the Sony came
up with the goods again. As the music
became more complicated, the
resolution and grip in the bass end
decreased while the midrange and the

HI-FI WORLD

treble remained
intact. However,
that didn't detract
from the Sony's
natural musicality.

FILTER NOI
There was a
shrinking in the
sound stage's
width and depth
followed by a
more rounded
string tone here.
Noticeable now
by its absence was
that feeling with
the Standard filter that if the musicians
really did pull out every last stop there
might be trouble. Filter Nol removed
that tiny hint of insecurity and made for
a slightly more involving listening
experience. Dietrich Fischer Dieskau’s
voice in Die Schone Mollerin (EMI
7471732) gained more focus with this
filter too.

FILTER NO2

This setting produced a drier balance
that lacked the richness of its two
antecedents. Fischer Dieskau's
sonorous voice took on a leaner tenor,
as if he hadn't drunk enough water
before the recording session. String
tone grew thinner with Brahms
Symphony No4 conducted by Sir Georg
Solti (Decca 4366 14-2) and the whole
orchestra moved back by a few feet. It
is true that single acoustic instruments
like the guitar on Eric Clapton's
Unplugged album sounded sharper
because their decay was curtailed but
this left the music sounding a touch
lifeless.

FILTER NO3
This filter was a mix of the
characteristics of the others in that the
whole sound stage moved further
behind that of No2 while tonal colour
was as smooth and rounded as the
standard. Yo-Yo Ma's cello regained its
mellow resonance and Fischer Dieskau's
old recording was vocally warmer and
more sensual.

Of all the filters the standard strikes
the best balance for me. It has a

combined spaciousness and tonal range
the others miss out on and | can't see
there being many discs that would have
me reaching for Nos|-3.

CONCLUSION

Leaving to one side the stylish
appearance, filter settings and unique
transport that mark this player out and
going purely on sound quality, the Sony
is a very well engineered player. It may
not manage that trick of high-end sound
on a shoestring that one component in
a blue moon pulls off but it holds its
ground in the £500 battle field. Factor in
the looks and the tweaky filters and
perhaps the CDP-X3000ES could be
that extra-special, long-sought addition
to your system @
Sony CDP-X3000ES £499.99
Sony

The Heights,

Brooklands,

Weybridge,

Surrey KT13 OXW

Tel: 01932 816000

WORLD VERDICT
An unusual player with a neutral,

dynamic character and decor-friendly
casework that will grace any living
room.

Measured Performance
see pllil
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STATIC RUINS THE SOUND
FROM YOUR CDS

Q STATMAT

STOPS THE STATIC

Another
innovative
product
from the

designers of

Ringmat

FIRST REVIEWS & CUSTOMER COMMENTS

.. Listening extensively myself, and trying the Statmat effect
on others, ... I now instinctively use the device all the
time....Indeed, the Statmat....makes the spoken word more
articulate and clearer in inflections (and therefore instrumental
sounds too), and gives phrasing and timing in music a more
natural, non-fatiguing character....” Christopher Breunig

(Hi-Fi News & Record Review, November 1997)

“..It definitely worked. What I heard was impressive...the sound
isn’t just smoother, sweeter or sharper. Rather, the music itself
seems to change, becoming rhythmically more cohesive,
and altogether more purposeful and coherent.”

Jimmy Hughes (Hi-Fi Choice, December 1997)

“Unbelievable how much difference a piece of plastic film can
make. Stereo imagery, depth and solidity all improved. I can
no longer play a CD without STATMAT!”

Mr A.C. Nottingham

“I’m always a little sceptical of so-called hi-fi tweaks, but in this
case both my wife and I were stunned! Your claims are
justified, voices were particularly affected, a more natural sound
and intonation. Instruments are cleaner and better sorted.
Everything sounded more relaxed and fluid. CD has just taken
another step forward! .... Excellent product!”

Mr. N.M. Sleaford

“It works and betters “mats” I’ve tried so far ....”
Mr R.E. Milton Keynes

STOP THE STATIC WITH

@ STATMAT

IT’S ONLY £19.95

RINGMAT DEVELOPMENTS
P O BOX 200, Brentwood, Essex, CM15 9FB GB
T +44 (0) 1277 200 210 F +44 (0) 1277 201 225

Also available on mail order. UK p&p £1.95
Outside UK: Total cost £25, incl. p&p

IT'S NEW......

THE
CHORD
COBRA 2
NOW
BETTER

THAN EVER

Cobra has evolved — higher
grade oxygen free copper,
improved dielectric, new
balanced configuration.
Deeper, tighter bass,
controlled and open
mid-range, sweet and
detailed treble. A natural
selection for your Hi-Fi.

For further details contact:
The Chord Company,

30a Sarum Business Park
Portway, Salisbury,
Wiltshire, SP4 6EA.

Tel: 01722 331674

Fax: 01722 411388
WWW.CHORD.CO.UK,

THE CHORD
COMPANY

LIMITETD

L

_IMPROVEMENT




TRI-WIRED

Ketan Bharadia takes a listen to three £60-£90 interconnects from
Audioquest, Kimber and Roksan in the search for an audiophile wonderwire.

KIMBER PB) £68/1m. At the other end of the spectrum, drum beats had great
The PB| is the entry-level interconnect in Kimber's extensive impact and speed which helped the PBJ to sound rhythmic and
range and uses a braid geometry for its woven conductors to involving.
reduce the effects of electromagnetic and radio frequency There is a negative side to the performance which was
interference. obvious on large scale Classical pieces. The Kimber possesses

== — a certain thinness which aids the cable's agility at the
w expense of tonal richness. Highlighting this
- shortcoming is a forwardness to the treble which
Carrying 'Viola Fora De Moda' (by Ana Caram from a benefits detail and stereo imaging but can become fatiguing in

Chesky Jazz sampler CD) the PBJ proved to be an extremely a system already slightly bright.
fast sounding cable. It had the ability to track musical dynamics Providing it's hooked up to evenly-balanced or warmish
very accurately, lending the sound an open, uncompressed ancillaries the Kimber nonetheless gives an outstanding
feel. And the good news didn't stop there. The cable also account of itself at the price.
proved natural and very transparent - the various bells and
triangles on this track were easily discernible and well Russ Andrews Turntable Accessories
separated. Tel: 0800 373467
ROKSAN HDC-01 A £89.95/Im. outrageously heavy basslines relayed with genuine power and
Roksan are well known for manufacturing turntables, articulation. The way the various percussion instruments and
amplifiers, CD players and 'speakers, but interconnects? Well,  Erykah's vocals were sharply etched and occupied their own
they make those too and they've come up trumps with the space in a well focused sound stage emphasised the Roksan's
HDC-0IA. This cable is a shielded, twisted pair of multi- pedigree.

strand copper conductors covered in a flexible blue sheath.
The HDC-0IA has a very controlled sound

which is packed full of detail and tonal colour.

Weightier and more full-bodied than the

Kimber it remains neutral overall and scores

well on dynamics, though crescendos weren't quite The HDC-01A is capable of fitting into most systems
given the free rein that the Kimber provided. On most music without upsetting the applecart. With a bit more exuberance
the sense of order the Roksan brings is welcome, allowing it would be excellent.
you to differentiate the instruments in an orchestra or hear
subtle production effects on a Pop recording. Roksan

Erykah Badu's Baduizm album proved engrossing, the Tel: 01480 431577
AUDIOQUEST TOPAZ £59.95/Im. pricier rivals and this affects areas such as expressiveness,
This is the only cable on test to use oxygen-free copper solid-  sound staging and tonal colour. This comes to the fore when
core conductors and this gives it a less flexible feel than the listening to Classical pieces, but even here the deficiencies
others. The Topaz is also the cheapest interconnect on test, aren't going to stop you enjoying the music.
which obviously didn't hamper it. On smaller-scale recordings such as that by Ana

-

Caram, the Topaz coped better. The addictive drum
rhythms and interplay between the instruments were
precisely conveyed even if the heaviest drum beats lacked that
last smidgen of weight. Up against pricier competition the

The Audioquest has an even
character which treads a path

between the Kimber and Topaz didn't disgrace itself and at £60 is definitely worth a
Roksan in terms of presentation - it's listen @
livelier than the Roksan but doesn't suffer from the thinness
of the Kimber. Audioquest

Detail retrieval isn't quite up to the standards of its Tel: 01223 440964
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WRITE & WIN
WITH
HI-Fl WORLD!

Every letter we print
wins a superb prize!
Shure Stylus Pressure
Gauges, Ringmat
Statmats,
Decca Record Brushes,
Chord Co.
Interconnects,
Audio Electronics
Books and a
FREE subscription
to Hi-Fi World
for the best letter
of the month!
Please write, fax or
E-mail to
Hi-Fi World Mail

(with prizes)

64 Castellain Rd,
Maida Vale,
London W9 IEX
Fax: 0171 289 5620

E-mail:
edit@hi-fiworld.co.uk

The best
CD repla
under £250

The writer of the
‘Letter of the Month’
wins a free subscription
to Hi-Fi World
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ANGLE WRANGLE

Is it true that the V.T.A,
(Vertical Tracking Angle,
diagram Nol) of phono
cartridges changed from circa

| 5degrees to circa 20degrees in
the late '60s and early '70s? If
so, then presumably the S.R.A.
(Stylus Rake Angle, diagram
No2) would have been adjusted
as well? Also, I've heard that the
lacquer-cutting process changed
around this time, which begs the
question, is there a relationship
between the change in V.T.A.
and the cutting process?

The reason | ask these
questions is that | notice a great
and consistent difference
between '60s and '70s pressings.
The former are always more
textured, ambient and 'breathy’,
but less clean. | mostly listen to
orchestral, chamber and vocal
music. Now the ultimate point
is, how to design/tailor my
system such that my '70s
pressings retain as much of the
character of their '60s
counterparts as possible? Any
light that you could shed on this
subject would be greatly
appreciated.

G. Burns
London.

Vinyl compounds and

pressing specifications

changed substantially in the
early '70s. A decade
previously, most LPs were
pressed onto 160g virgin
vinyl discs, which took
higher modulation levels
(hence the different look of
the grooves). By the late '70s,
most LPs were cut on 120g
recycled plastic at lower
levels and with tighter
groove spacing, in an attempt
to squeeze long playing times
onto single albums -
probably at the behest of Yes
and Genesis fans! I'm afraid

LETTER OF THE MONTH

HOLEY CD!

Do you know which side your
CDs are buttered on?! My
two-year-old son, who is
fascinated by anything which
turns, recently waded through
my CD collection. To my
dismay | found him happily
spinning the silvery discs in
their cases and thereby
scratching neat concentric
circles on their playing

my Chandos copy of Dvorak's
Symphony No9 skipped at
exactly 42mins and 30secs.
Examination of the surface
revealed a curved scratch

began to polish out.

After a while | found that,
having scoured and polished
the surface back to a mirror
finish, the scratch remained
unchanged. | then discovered
that the blemish was not on
the playing side but showing
through from the printed label
side! Shining a bright lamp
through this disc and others |
found that apart from

surfaces. | later discovered that

which, having nothing to lose, |

REFLECTIVE
ALUMINISED LAYER

ULTRA VIOLET
CURED LACQUER

T 30um| \

. N\

2 0.11-0.13um
Iy

A slice through a CD shows how close to the disc's surface the

aluminium layer is on the label side.

scratches there were also pin-
size holes piercing the
reflective surface. Is this
normal! Do holes have a part
to play in sound quality and
should | return discs that have
these pin-hole punctures? For
now, | resolve to take extra
care of the printed surface.
By the way, great
publication, particularly the oid
equipment articles, even
though most of the stuff was
already second-hand when |
heard my first record.
D. Murray
Sutton, Surrey.

\ CLEAR POLYCARBONATE

SUBSTRATE

According to a technical
spokesman at Polygram,
Philips' music arm, they
conducted listening tests
into the effect of pin-holes
on sound quality in the
1980s and came to the
conclusion that they didn't
have any impact on it at all.
The error-correction
circuitry inside your player
will have no difficulty at
all coping with such small
amounts of missing data.
Onmn the other hand, as
you've noticed, a large
chunk of missing data in the

HI-FI WORLD




cd Mairl

one of the only ways to get
big ’60s sound from poor
’70s discs is to get a high-
end turntable — a Michell
Orbe plays flexidiscs as if
they were audiophile
pressings. DP

A wide range of Vertical
Modulation Angles, which
a cartridge's Vertical
Tracking Angle has to be
adjusted to mimic, was
found in cutting lathe
heads for stereo recordings
across Europe and America
(Odegrees and 23degrees in
the case of the two main
cutting systems in the

LETTER OF THE MONTH
(CONT.)

form of an arc cut into the
reflective part of the disc
will cause skipping.

Pin-holes are caused
when tiny dust particles
adhere to the aluminised
layer in the CD during
production and then drop
off before the protective
layer is added. With
modern-day clean-room
conditions in CD plants,
pin-holes are a rarity.

As to the concentric arc
on your Chandos copy of
Dvorak, it has most likely
been scratched in from the
label side, either by your
son or your CD player's
clamping mechanism.
There's a 1.2mm clear
polycarbonate layer
protecting the side of the
CD that the laser reads,
but only about 20microns
(20thousandths of a
millimetre) of hardened
lacquer between the
aluminium layer and the
outside world on the label
side. ]M

HI-FI WORLD

States, for example) after
the widespread
introduction of stereo in
1957. There was a variety
of Vertical Tracking Angles
in cartridges too, from as
little as 10degrees to as
much as 40degrees.
Therefore, in 1961, the
Recording Industry
Association of America
(R.LA.A.) recommended
that 15degrees be the
standard for cutting lathes
and cartridges.

A V.T.A. figure of
15degrees was adopted in
the States while 20degrees
with a tolerance of

+/-5degrees was written
into the guidelines in
Europe in 1972.

Many cartridge
manufacturers changed
the geometry of their
cartridges in line with
the recommendations
but not all. A modern
example is the DNM
Aciore, which has a
V.T.A. of 30degrees that
gives higher second-
harmonic distortion on
left and right images
than the more normal
V.T.A. of around
20degrees. As you
surmise, Stylus Rake
Angle changes with
V.T.A. to maintain the
correct stylus/groove
relationship.

Another reason for
variations in sound
quality from different
pressings is the
character of the cutting
lathes themselves.
According to Sean
Davies, an expert on
cutting lathes who has
sat on British Standards
Authority committees
for audio, The American
Westrex cutting heads of
the early '60s had a

relatively high mass which
meant only lowish levels
of motional feedback (up
to a frequency of 9kHz)
could be applied to control
their movement. This
resulted in the kind of
hard, powerful midrange

DIAGRAM Nol
: "i“”ﬁf]}#
Y 2 .'. A;KV?'I‘LL

DIAGRAM No2

Here you can see how Vertical Tracking
Angle and Stylus Rake Angle are measured.

that gave Atlantic
Records’' recordings some
of their 'sonic flavour'. As
lighter alternatives were
developed, so the sound
changed.

Ortofon and Teldec
Neumann heads already
had lower mass and a
wider feedback bandwidth
(up to 20kHz with one of
Ortofon's heads) which
produced much sweeter
midrange and treble.

An extra factor with
Decca recordings is that

Vivante: 0181 977 6600

> =3

0 )57 T

Save your stylus having to
plough through a dusty groove
with one of Decca's 2+2 record

brushes.

they were cut at half-speed
because the company's
engineers didn't think the
lathes of the day were
really up to the job when
working at normal speed.
M

THE BENEFITS
OF AGE
| have a NAD 502

PIVOT

PONT CD player, Harman
Kardon 1400
amplifier and
Mission 700
loudspeakers with
Cable Talk Monitor
2 interconnects and
QED Qudos

mvor  Speaker cable. My

POINT

room is about 24ft.
by 10ft. My faithful
old NAD 3020 amp
has just been
replaced by the
Harman Kardon
because 1 thought it
was time to put the
old girl out to pasture.

However, instead of
improving the sound of my
system, | have made it almost
unlistenable. Sure, the HK
has a bigger sound and is able
to produce violins and guitars
in a more life-like manner,
but | find it tiring to listen to
for more than 20 minutes.
What have | done wrong
here? | suspect that perhaps
the weak link in this case
might be the Missions and
that now the NAD 3020 has
been replaced, they have to
go as well because the
system has become
unbalanced.

Am | right? And could
you suggest suitable
replacements in the
£150-£250 area!?

Paul Fitzgerald
Moseley, Birmingham.

You've fallen into the
classic trap of .. 45
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replacing something just
because it's old rather than
because of any major
performance shortcomings.
The Harman Kardon is a
brighter, more forward
sounding amplifier than
your NAD so it's no
surprise you find it more
fatiguing to listen to.
Ideally you should sell
the HK and replace it with
something like Aura’'s
VA 80SEx integrated which
costs £250 and sounds

try Aura’s VA 80SEx integrated.

smooth, fluid and detailed.
If budget permits, LFD's
sweet sounding Mistral
integrated at £499 is
another worthy option.
The Mission 'speakers,
although they're getting on
a bit, are good enough to
let these amps shine.

If, for some reason, you
want to hold on to the
1400, then a change of
loudspeakers is called for.
Have a listen to Mission's
732is at £200 which have
an engagingly sweet, fast
and dynamic presentation.
KB

Chord Co. Tel: 01722 331674

A pair of the Chord Company’s
revealing Cobra 2
interconnects will lift your

system'’s sound higher.

HI-FI WORLD

-9

To regain the sweet, smooth sound you've lost,

A HEAVY METAL FAN
WRITES. ..

One of my friends is a gifted
electronics engineer and a
heavy duty hi-fi nut who's
built his own DAC, spending
more than £800 on
components and using only
the best he could find. | guess
a commercial equivalent
would probably cost over
£3000.

We haven't compared it
to everything on the market
but reckon it would be hard
to find better,
except the
megabucks
offerings from
Krell, Mark
Levinson,
Wadia et al.
Alas, he's still
using it with an
ageing Pioneer
player as a transport. To
exploit its qualities to the full
he definitely needs something
better, which is the problem.

Who on earth is willing
to pay £4000 for transports
from top American
manufacturers? And look at
the cheaper alternatives -
Stable Platter Pioneers?
Clever idea but flimsy build,
even on non-budget players.
Teac's V.R.D.S? Nice design,
but only properly executed
on machines costing £2000+.
Those £750 to £1900
transports from British
manufacturers? Some of them
are well designed, but look at
those plastic disc trays -
shame! If I'm not mistaken,
only the Audiolab transport
has the Philips CDM 9 Pro
mechanism with a metal tray.
Where are the good,
affordable CD transports?

Remember the first CD
players? Many were built like
battleships. If older players
had really good transports,
why not today's? And is it
worth trying to find a
second-hand high-end player
of yore and use it with one of
today's finest DACs? Don't
tell me it's impossible and
that I'm the only one who

With CD in its infancy, early players had to be well built to be

reliable and to cope with discs of varying production quality.

hates those nasty plasticky
things - there are times
where heavy metal is better
for music lovers!

Christian Roiseux
Brussels,

Belgium.

Early CD players were so
well constructed because
they were expensive and
not built down to a price.
The manufacturers also
knew they had to get CD
right first time so they
deliberately over-
engineered the players to
withstand more than they
had to. On top of this, the
disc quality control wasn’t
as good as it is now, and
hardware manufacturers
had to compensate for this
fact. The results were
metal die-cast transports
and sturdy metal disc
trays, plus generous case
construction, power
supplies and the like. These
days, manufacturers are
much better at building CD
players down to a cost, but
haven’t made such
advances when cost is no
object.

You’d be forgiven for
thinking that all CD
transports should sound
the same given that they
retrieve the same data.
Jitter is the key. Although
the same data is read,
some transports get the
timing spot on and some
don’t. Here, construction
quality, accurate clocking,
etc seems to reap
dividends.

As an aside, don't
confuse the disc tray with

the actual transport
mechanism which
comprises the laser
assembly and running gear.
Although the two usually
go together, a metal disc
tray doesn’t mean a metal
transport. And by the way,
the Audiolab 8000CDM
has a plastic disc tray.

As for your friend’s
problem, Teac's V.R.D.S.
T1 transport is a great
budget buy not too far
behind top stuff like Pink
Triangle's Cardinal but
much cheaper. If money's
no object, consider Linn's
superb Karik 3, which not
only has the slickest and
fastest metal disc tray
you'll find, but a
fantastically tight,
punchy, rhythmic sound,
plus a built-in DAC should
you ever need it.
Alternatively, go for a
second-hand early Nineties
high-end Japanese one-box
player with a co-axial
output, like Marantz's CD-
94, replace its digital
output stage, with one
from Trichord say
(tel: 01684 573524) and use
it as a transport. DP

One of Ringmat's Statmats will

complement whatever

transport you decide on.
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CASH INJECTION
Please could you give me
some advice. | currently have
a Rotel RCD-956BX CD
player, Thorens TD 160
turntable and SME 3009 arm
with Linn K5 cartridge,
Meridian 551 amp and
Tannoy 61| 'speakers
bi-wired with Heybrook
Heywire cable.

In a nutshell the sound
has no bite, it appears too
laid back. My musical tastes
are varied (Rock, Jazz,
Classical). | am thinking of
buying a Linn LP12 (second-
hand). My budget will be in
the region of £1000 upwards.
This is a long-term project
for me.

Andrew McDonald
101332.3154@
compuserve.com

One immediate way to get
quite a lot more from your
system would be to change
your loudspeaker cable -

DNM's Mica MM will easily
outstrip Linn's KS in an LP12.

the Heywire isn't really up
to much. Ortofon’s SPK200
at £5/m and DNM's Reson
at £6.95/m (termination is
extra on both) would be
two to go for.

A used Valhalla/LP12
(pay no more than £300)
might indeed come next.
Just make sure you trade in
the K5 for DNM's £150
Mica, which is based on
Goldring's 1042 but sounds
quite a lot better. You
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could try sticking with
your SME 3009 (have a
look at David Price’s tips
in July 1997 on how to get
the best from this arm), or
8o for an Akito instead.
Carefully set up though,
the 3009 with a decent MM
can sound surprisingly
good.

You should still have
about £450 left from your
£1000 pot. The Meridian
551 doesn't need replacing
so you can go for either
‘speakers, if vinyl is your
main source, or a new CD
player. I recommend Castle
Edens and Marantz's
CD-63 mkII KI-S. ]M

Chord Co. Tel: 01722 331674

The last piece in the puzzle - a
pair of The Chord Company'’s
revealing Cobra 2

interconnects.

2

MEGA UPGRADE
PROBLEMS

My system comprises a
Micromega T-Drive and
T-DAC, Audiolab 8000A
integrated and Arcam Delta
290P power amps, driving
respectively tweeter and bass
units of a pair of Ruark
Rhapsody loudspeakers. I'm
tempted to get a second 290P
and use them as monoblocs,
dividing the amplification
between the 'speakers rather

all

fi

world.

If you do not want
your e-mail address

published, please let
us know

o . uk

Audiolab’s smooth but slightly dry 8000Q will balance the warmth

of your Arcam 290P power amps nicely.

than the drivers as at present,
and use the Audiolab as a
pre-amp until funds allow an
upgrade. Arcams appear to be
available for about £250
second-hand at present. Do
you think this would make a
worthwhile upgrade, and
what pre-amp would you
recommend for later?!
Richard Dixon
RVDixon@aol.com

Your source and 'speakers
are both good, so you're
right to concentrate on
amplification. I agree that
another Arcam 290P would
be just the job, but your
system could still work
best bi-amped rather than
monoblocked - you'd have
to try that one out for
yourself.

Next, upgrade to a
decent pre-amp - if you
want warmth and
musicality, LFD's Mistral
or Cyrus's Pre are good
budget choices. But you
may find the slightly
leaner Audiolab 8000Q
works nicely with your
sumptuous sounding
Arcams - it's a fine second-
hand buy for around £650.
DP

QIATMAT

Lift your digital replay with a

Statmat from Ringmat.

2

SIMPLE REALLY
My room size is 15.5ft. by
15.5ft. by |1.0ft. What kind of
'speaker would suit it? At
present | don't own any
system as such as | plan to
start from scratch. My budget
is £7000 not including cables,
just the CD player, amp and
'speakers. Anything you
suggest should be solidly
built. My musical diet mainly
consists of Classical and
chamber music with other
types thrown in occasionally.
One thing that is
especially important is sound
staging, which must have
good depth, width and height.
Am | asking too much for my
money? This is going to be
my last system, so any help
would be much appreciated.
Jaleel (surname not
supplied)
jaleel@ibm.net

For £7000 it's difficult to
imagine asking too much
for your money! One
combination which
positively leaps to mind is
Pink Triangle's new
Litaural CD player (£2100
and sonically outstanding,
although the build doesn’t
exactly rate as "hewn from
stone’), Unison Research's
£3000 Simply 845
integrated valve amp
(apparently constructed to
induce hernia in whoever
has to position it) and
ProAc's Response 2S stand
mounters (£1800, easy to
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drive and crystal clear).
By single-ended valve
standards the Simply 845
is a real muscle amp with
24watts available at the
‘speaker terminals. I think
you should find the
ProAcs, an earlier
incarnation of which

At £2100 Pink Triangle's

Litaural one-box player makes a

DAC/transport combo look

unnecessary.

Ketan Bharadia uses,
will fit the
loudspeaker bill
petfectly. This system,
with its beautifully
smooth, sweet and
spacious presentation
should keep you
riveted to your CD
collection for a long time
to come.

Bear in mind that
valves are microphonic
and the Simply 845 will
need some solid support.
Elemental Audio's
Monoplinth (£500) would
work well. The same goes
for the Pink Triangle. J]M

Familiarise yourself with the

technology that goes into hi-fi
thanks to a copy of Audio

Electronics.

HI-FI WORLD
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TURNTABLE TEASER
If you have a record player
which you are rather fond of
as a motor unit but you do
not care much for its (non-
removable) tone-arm, is
there anything wrong with
fitting a better
tone-arm on a
separate plinth, for
example at right
angles with the original
tone-arm, provided the
external dimensions of the
record player plinth allow
this?
Dr Alexandros A. Lavdas
a.lavdas@ucl.ac.uk

If you can get your hands on a
Kenwood KD-7010 direct-drive

turntable (not too expensive

second-hand), you can remove
its plinth to make fitting a

second tone-arm easier,

Interesting idea! Providing
you get the geometry spot
on and you attach your
plinth properly it should
work. How you attach
your plinth depends on
whether it's a suspended
sub-chassis deck or not. If
it is, rather than attaching
another plinth, try glueing
or bolting a custom
armboard made from, say,
MDF to the existing sub-
chassis. This would
involve extensive surgery
to the deck’s plinth, so as
to let the new armboard
attach to the sub-chassis
without stopping it from
bouncing freely inside the
plinth, coupled to the main
bearing and platter but

decoupled from the plinth.
If it's a non-suspended,
Rega-type deck, you could
simply fabricate an
armboard and glue it to
the plinth in exactly the
right place. Providing your
geometry's okay and
everything's rigid, it
should work perfectly
well, and could look drop-
dead cool (I've always
wanted a two-armed
turntable, but that's
enough of my fetishes!)
One of those old quartz-
lock Japanese direct drives
with good motor units and
bearings but rubbishy
automated tone-arms
could be the ideal testbed -
send us a photo when
you've done it! DP

Make sure your modified deck is
giving of its best by getting your
cartridge tracking weight spot
on with one of Shure's excellent

SFG-2 stylus pressure gauges.

CORNERED
| was wondering if you could
give me some
advice. My
current
system
consists of a
Linn
Basik/lttok/K5
turntable, a
Sugden SDT-
ISE CD
player,and a
Sugden A2la
integrated amplifier. | have
been using sensitive Lowther
Classic 400 'speakers which
worked well with the 30watt
Sugden.

| have recently moved
house and the room the

g
system is in measures |0ft. by
| 6ft. by 7.5ft. high. Due to
the arrangement of the room
the 'speakers have to be in
the back corners of the 10ft.
wall. The Lowthers have
been damaged during the
move and are too big for the
room anyway. | am trying to
find a suitable pair of
'speakers to match the
system and the room size.
My local specialist has
recommended the Castle
Harlechs. However, | have
read that they need to be
free standing which is a bit of
a problem with the room. |
listen to a wide range of
music, particularly Country,
Rock and Blues. Any advice
would be greatly appreciated.
Chris Griffiths
CGriffi664@aol.com

There’s a couple of
potential drawbacks with
the Harlechs (reviewed in
August 1996) in your
system. The first is their
low sensitivity (84.5dB).
Yours is a medium-size
room, and given your
musical preferences, I can
see the Sugden running out
of steam at times, in spite
of the Castles' high 11ohm
impedance which will
draw little current from
the amp.

The second is where
they're likely to be
positioned. The Harlechs

Sugden's Class A integrated, the A2la, may not

pump out lots of watts but those on offer are

some of the sweetest around.

have deep bass and will
boom if you push them
into a corner. You could
try BEW's £600 CDM1
stand mounters instead,
with their 87.5dB
sensitivity and fairly even
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PURE LINEAR STRUCTURED CARBON FIBRE AND CARBON HYBRID CABLES
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-Hi-Fi News & RR April 97 -Gramophone August 97




7ohm load. The Sugden’s
warmth and smoothness
will help take the edge off
their metal-dome tweeters
to give a fast, open and
detailed sound. If there's
still a bit of bass boom, try
some long-haired wool in
the CDM1s' ports. [M

Take a look at what makes
‘speakers, amps and sources
tick with John Linsley Hood's

Audio Electronics.

+@

’BARIK BLUES

I'd welcome your advice on
replacing my ageing passive
Isobarik loudspeakers. My
present system is: Naim 82,
Supercap, 135s, current-spec
Linn Sondek, Ekos, Arkiv,
Prefix, Hi-Cap, Lingo, plus a
Micromega Duo CD 2 player
and Duo Pro DAC with
Theta TLC. Ideas so far are
the KEF Model 4, Celestion
A3, Epos ES30, ProAc 2.5 and
Monitor Audio 20SE. | am
also interested in adding a
subwoofer, but not with the
Model 4s which are at the
top of my price range.
Musical tastes are mainly
Rock and Country. Room
size is 8m. by 4m.

John Hill

Wilmington@
compuserve.com

What kind of improvement
do you want? If you're into
the Linn/Naim sound, my
first choice of Quad
ESL63s and a large REL
sub perhaps wouldn't be
appropriate - you'd get a
massive increase in clarity

HI-FI WORLD

If your Isobariks are past their sell-by date,

try a pair of Epos’ ES30s.
and speed but they
wouldn't quite have the
weight of your Isobariks.
KEF Reference Series 4s
have enongh grunt and
also bring far superior
imaging, a sweet treble
and fine clarity - but may
lack the speed you desire.

So my hunch would be
that the Epos ES30s would
be right up your street,
with their dry, fast,
rhythmic sound - or even
passive Linn Kabers which
you could later activate.
When you're spending this
much money the only
answer s to audition as
many ‘speakers as you can
at home - find a good
dealer and start listening!
DpP

Treat your Micromega to one

of Ringmat's Statmats

v@

CARTRIDGE TIPS

I have been a music nut for
some thirty years. | prefer
the live variety but

unfortunately
cannot get to
concerts as often
as I'd like. | have
had many systems
over the years and
have found hi-fi a
very frustrating
'black art' - on
step forward two
steps back! | have
finally recognised
that there’s no
perfect solution
and that the real
answer is to find
the best
compromise,

My musical
tastes are wide
though 1 listen to
mainly Classical -
orchestral, choral,
organ and chamber
muskc. Musicality and an
ability to create a
realistic acoustic and
‘real’ performance are
very important. My
system consists of
the ubiquitous Linn
Sondek LPI12, Ittok
and Asaka, feeding
Michell Iso, Unison
Research Mystery | pre-
amplifier, Meridian 508 20-bit
CD player, Quad FM4 tuner
and Art Audio Quintet
monoblocs driving a pair of
Klipsch Klipschorns.

The Asaka cartridge is
unfortunately nearing the end
of its life and | am therefore
now considering potential
replacements. | have spoken
to several dealers and have
found them pretty unhelpful.
They seem to expect me to
buy blind on their
recommendation and are
unwilling to demonstrate in
the shop let alone in my
system. The budget for the
hew cartridge is £500 and
names like Ortofon, Lyra or
perhaps your own favoured
Goldring 1042 come to mind.
| would also appreciate any
advice on cables and system
tuning. | have recently
installed DNM Reson
interconnect and ‘speaker
cable and whilst it is excellent
it does seem a touch bass
light at times. | would

appreciate your comments.
Many thanks for an excellent
magazine.

David King
David.l.King@btinternet.
com

I'd go for a Goldring 1042
or DNM Mica which will
bring more smoothness,
fluidity and bass power
than your old Asaka, at
the expense of a little
treble detail. Then, invest
your next £300 on a Cirkus
upgrade for your LP12 - an
absolute must for owners
of older Linns! This done,
you’ll have a bigger, more
confident and rlythmic
sound with far better
imaging and dynamics —
plus the improved bass you

Soup up your Sondek with

‘Linn’s high-tolerance Cirkus

bearing.

crave. In the long term, I'd
think about upgrading
your old tic-toc to a Naim
ARO, which is stunningly
fluid and musical on a
Sondek, and Linn’s latest
top MC, the Arkiv. DP
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Deepen your understanding of
Hi-fi with a copy of John Linsley
Hood’s informative Audio

Electronics.
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Juicy fruit from London’s freshest
hi-fi / home cinema retailer.

Free home installation + credit cards,
0% credit finance available
(subject to status).
ARCAM, B&W, CABLETALK.
CHORD CO, DENON, EPOS, KEF,
MARANTZ, MICROMEGA, NAD,
NAIM, NEAT, QUAD, REGA,
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Now in our third tangy year
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AUDIO RETAILER

0171-924 2040
61/63 WEBBS ROAD, CLAPHAM, SW11

Trichord Research Limited

CD UPGRADE

CLOCK 3
CD PLAYER UPGRADE FROM £132

From the designer of the original Clock 2 upgrade
A new generation of Master Clock
“Significantly better than anything else
I've experienced to date” - Jimmy Hughes.

* High accuracy (S5ppm) low jitter peformance master clock.
* Up to five times reduction in date related jitter
* Increased transparency, resolution and sound staging
* Greater dynamics and sheer listening pleasure
* Can be fitted to most players or transports regardless of
price
The level of improvement is just as significant with
expensive
transparts as it is with inexpensive players.
These modifications can be carried out by Trichord Research Ltd, or
by your local Trichord dealer. Also available in kit form with
instructions for the
technically campetent.

Remote Volume Controller Upgrade - £65

Major Credit Cards Accepted
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o this isn’t a reprint of the
Musical Fidelity X-DAC
convertor (November 1997)

or X-Pre pre-amp (Jan 1998) although it
might look like it. It's just that there's a
certain family resemblance that unites
MF's X Series of 'hi-fi in a can’
components. The word ‘can’ is
especially apt here as the little silver
cylinder of the X-Cans is a headphone
amplifier. Featuring a valve output stage,
it's designed for use with amps that
either don't have a headphone socket
or possess one of dubious ability.

Shaping up against the £130 X-Cans
was the headphone output of an NAD
M1300 pre-amp and two sets of
"phones, Beyer Dynamic's DT4I I's and
Jecklin's Floats. Initial musical fare
consisted of Richard Thompson’s
‘Calvary Cross’, a live recording with
attacking drums and vocals, and searing
guitar offset against mellow bass and
accordion.

The X-Cans definitely shares that
Musical Fidelity trait of smooth warmth
which makes long periods of listening
pass by without ear ache - the valve
output stage allows the music to ebb
and flow with the minimum of fatigue. A
warm presentation shouldn’t be
interpreted as a lack of detail or
dynamic contrast though. Cymbals
might not have enjoyed that last degree
of finely-etched detail that an
electrostatic headphone like the Jecklin
can depict, but they shimmered and
crashed in a manner the NAD couldn’t
hope to replicate. The only 'snag, if you
can call it that, was that the X-Cans
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could show up the rather soft bass
response of the Beyers. Clearly, if the
matching headphones have any
weaknesses, then the MF will expose
them.

The rather more professional
production on Finlay Quaye’s ‘Sweet
And Loving Man’ put this transparency
to better use. Vocals were fuller-bodied
and the layering of backing vocals was
more convincingly structured than with
Richard Thompson's album. The
percussion snapped into sharper focus
too, and the sound as a whole was less
mechanical.

To see if complex Classical music
would trip the X-Cans up | plied it with
an LP of Schubert’s Symphony No8
(Unfinished). There was certainly a
mass of detail but this had its downside.
Surface noise from the record was
more prominent than it had been
through the NAD during quieter
passages. This wasn’t hard to forgive
given the separation which enabled the
X-Cans to unravel trying pieces without
fuss. Timbral reproduction, particularly
of strings, had an enviable harmonic
richness, and the entire work was
imbued with a sense of tension that’s
rarely achieved in most amp/headphone
combinations.

Gregson and Collister’s ‘The Most
Beguiling Eyes’ proved the Musical
Fidelity had a way with female vocals.
Their emotion and vivacity through the
X-Cans couldn't be equalled by the
NAD's solid-state offering.

In answer to the question, "Is the
Musical Fidelity X-Cans worth £130?" |

feVI ew
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'PERFORMER

Dominic Todd dons his hi-fi
ear-warmers for some smooth

tunes from Musical Fidelity's

X-Cans headphone amp.

would say resoundingly yes. Provided
you match it with a decent pair of
headphones (I'd recommend spending a
minimum of £100) it represents
excellent value for money. Even if you
already have an amp with a headphone
socket you'll probably notice big gains in
terms of depth of sound, control,
timbre and musicality.

If you use headphones as your sole
output, then you may find something
like the Sennheiser HE60/HEV70
(£1000) or a pair of Stax more
rewarding due to the remarkable insight
into the music they are capable of, But
for a much, much smaller impact on
your wallet and use accompanying
loudspeakers, the X-Cans partnered
with a decent set of Sennheisers,
Beyers, Grados or the like could prove
an enlightening experience ®
Musical Fidelity X-Cans £129.99
Musical Fidelity
15-17 Olympic Trading Estate,

Fulton Road,
Wembley,
Middlesex HA9 OTF
Tel: 0181 900 2866

WORLD VERDICT
If you haven't yet experienced t

world of quality headphone listening,
the X-Cans are an ideal way to begin.
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DEFINITIVE AUDIO

Export Tel/Fax 00 44 115 9813562 Tel/Fax 0115 9813562

We have a prestigious reputation for leading edge and innovative audio. We carry a
strict selection of only the finest designs and offer a unique system based approach
This has earned international acclaim and established recognised sound quality
benchmarks

Living Voice Auditorium. “| had expected these speakers to be hot on tone and
dynamics, since these parameters embody the company's hi-hi philosophy. | wasn't
disappointed. Vocals were superb, instrumental timbre was beautifully resolved and any
life that could be fourd in the music was there to walk into.

Consumate performance at an affordable price. Hi-Fi Choice '97

High sensitivity (94dB'w), outstanding dvnamic range, excellent low-level resolution, £1500.

Our products range from modest to exotic, from mainstream to unusual.

« Living Voice Airscout, RW24 Bass Bin s Border Patrol ¢ Art Audio »
* SJS Electroacoustics ¢« Wadia  Musical Fidelity » Kelly Transducers » Lowther ¢
* Nottingham Analogue ¢« Vitavox » Mystic Mat » Musical Shoes e« Platter Matter «
and more......

Second Hand Items Include:
Epos ES 22 £850. Audio Note DAC 4 Signature £2500, Helius Orion Il ANS £250,
Helius Orion Il (no wiring} £150, Musical Fidelity A220 (ex dem} £500,
Musical Fidelity A2 CD (ex dem) £375, impulse H5 Ash (ex dem) £790
Monarchy M22 B DAC {ex dem) £790, Monarchy M18 DAC (ex dem) £350,
TEAC P700 Transport £690, Art Audio Quintet (chrome/gold) £1100,

Audio Innovations - First Audio Triode Mono's £700, 2nd Audio Triode Monos £1500
Audio Note M2 Line Pre £650, Audio Note ANS 1 Metre I/C {(unterminated) £50
Audio Note ANV - various, XLO Type 4 AES/EBU £65,

Vitavox AK 157 15" Bass Units £POA

AMEX - VISA - MASTERCARD

JMlab

by FOCAL

GRANDE UTOPIA

" For me, this is truly
the ultimate
desert - island
loudspeaker”
Jack English
Stereofile. Volume 19
No. 5.

Sound Image UK Ltd
52 Milton Road London SW14 8JR
Tel 0181 255 6868 Fax 0181 255 6869

JMlab
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High End has never been so affordable

“Amplifiers, D/A Converters, CD Players, Audio and Main cables
*Superb sonic performance combined with stunning good looks
*Designed by Dr R Bews and Prof M Hawksford

*Hand built in the UK by skilled engineers

*Prices from £299 to £5500

*NEW Entry level Mistral range

THE ULTIMATE AURAL EXPERIENCE

LFD Audio, Micron Houe, 23 Coppins Rd, Clacton-on-sea, Essex, CO15 3HP
Tel. (01255) 422533 Fax. (01255) 221069

Hert ordshzre/North London

wolsleyrtran
Cheshunt N
Y (M25 Junction 25'/A10)
4 FREE PARKIN :
‘w (5 mins from Cheshunt Statiol
} TABLES £20
ADMISSION £2 :
REFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE '

%

Always Wanted:
Vintage And Modern Equipment
Records And CD’'s
Special Bring & Buy

For further information contact Steve at:
Silvernote o PO Box 158 ¢ Cheshunt ¢ Herts ¢ EN7
GUH .« England
Tel/Fax 01992 620 905 Inter: 00 44 1992 620 905

i B I
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richever report you
read, the story on
DVD is different;

nobody even knows what
the initials stand for!
believe I am right in saying
that developer Toshiba
called it Digital Video Disc,
but somewhere along the
line it picked up a
peculiarly vague alternative
title, Digital Versatile Disc.
Whatever, the format and
future of DVD is as
confused as its
nomenclature.

DVD is, for the moment
at least, thought of as the
successor to CD. However,
current standards mayhem
is encouraging others to
consider launching
alternatives. But that's
another story.

A DVD disc in today's
form will hold 4.7GB of
information, seven times as
much as a CD, yet it's the
same size and, the industry
thinks, more acceptable in
the eyes of buyers because
of it. The one thing no
one wants to
introduce is a wholly
new format because
too many have failed
before. This fear affects
a lot of thinking.

Although early
DVD discs will hold
the aforementioned
4.7GB (Gigabytes),
dual-layer, double-
sided versions will
reach 17GBs. The
original idea behind DVD
was to make a 'CD' that
could oust Laserdisc, CDV
(CD Video) and the VHS
cassette as storage media
for films. To that end
Toshiba and the DVD
consortium first started
talks with Hollywood's film
studios and promptly got
themselves entangled in a
web of protectionist issues,
such as world-wide zoning,
that hampered and still
hampers the global
availability of DVD. Asia has
it, but Europe does not, for
example.

Like a CD, a DVD can be
stamped out, facilitating
mass production. However,
because the pits are then
permanent, such a disc can
only be used for replay.
Toshiba et al. had to come
up with recordable DVD if it
was to compete against the
recordable video cassette, as
well as CD-R and its

HI-FI WORLD

kaleidoscope

successor. CD-RW'. It looks
as if they made a serious,
perhaps fatal mistake here,
adding greatly to their
woes.

Recordable DVD was
put in a caddy for
protection. But Philips
believe the caddy system is
unpopular with users, I

“The original idea behind DV D was to
make a ‘"CD’ that could oust Laserdisc,

have been told by someone
close to the company. It
creates two forms of media,
which is confusing, and it
raises their cost and
complexity. Disc price is a
crucial factor and a caddy is
expensive. Storage space
and shipping weight also
increase, adding to
background costs. Early
DVD players will not play
these caddy discs
apparently and, also
annoying for Philips I am
told, current DVD players
are not sensitive enough to
read the low reflectivity of
CD-RW discs. This means
DVD at present is not fully
compatible with all media,
including CD-RW.

I note that Philips' press
releases talk darkly about
"incompatibility" without
being specific about
precisely what is
incompatible with DVD as
originally proposed. As a

Mysteries
from Noel
Keywood

result, every article I have
read on DVD has failed to
mention either this topic or
why Philips and others
decided to break away from
the DVD consortium. So I'll
speculate a little, drawing
on what I have recently
been told about the
situation from sources close

CDV (CD Video) and the VHS cassette as
storage media for films. “

to Philips.

I suspect Philips are not
being specific for the
following reasons. I cannot
see why recordable DVD
(DVD-RAM), in its latest
form, is incompatible with
anything in theory. Even if it
cannot read CD-RW discs
now, and cannot be read by
old DVD drives, it can be
made to do so. The disc tray
of a DVD player will carry
normal CDs and ones in a
caddy, so there is no
physical incompatibility
here. Philips are unable to
make any allegation of
incompatibility, over and
above those I have
described here, that cannot
be refuted, I suspect.

Licence fees might also
have something to do with
it. The original DVD
consortium was big, so
royalty fee income from
discs and players would be
spread thinly amongst the

i

participants. The breakaway
group comprises Philips,
Sony, Hewlett-Packard,
Mitsubishi Chemical, Ricoh
and Yamaha. This is a
smaller group so each will
receive a bigger slice of the
cake.

Finally, Philips are
making big bucks today
from their
involvement with
computers.
Technologically,
computers are the
Wild West - standards,
products and
technologies come
and go virtually
overnight. And
remember Philips was
almost going
bankrupt a decade
ago. The bickering,
protectionist attitude and
delays imposed by
Hollywood on DVD have
brought back memories to
Philips executives of their
problems with the music
business and DAT, I have
been told. They have been
dismayed by it all and don't
want to know. )

So it looks as if we will
shortly be presented with
both DVD-RAM (recordable
CD in a caddy) and
DVD+RW (recordable CD
not in a caddy!) Even
though I'm not convinced
by Philips' arguments I still
understand their viewpoint.
My feeling is DVD+RW will
walk it, mainly because of
lower disc cost. Expect to
see this 3GB recordable disc
by late 1988. By 1999 |
suspect it will be storing
24-bit at 96kHz audio,
amongst other things.

DVD? Digital Vexatious
Disc I call it ®
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Are you Ted up with
SQUARE boxes ?

=ik

Wll\:[nslowVAudlo TOEN KIRE
The tondspentier specraliss for orer 30 years @

Wilmslow Audio in conjunction with the enterprising designer John
Kirk are pleased to launch their new range of loudspeakers at the
Glasgow Trade Fair. Scottish Exhibition & conference centre.
2225 January 1998

THE SHAPE OF THINGS TO COME
WILL BE DICTATED BY US

Wilmslow Audio . 50 Main Street . Broughton Astley . Leicester . LE9 6RD
Tel: 01455 286603 Fax: 01455 286605 Email: wilmslow.audio@dial.pipex.com

mie listening rooms

SALE NOW ON RRP SALE
CD PLAYERS

MICROMEGA STAGE ONE 549.99 379.00 D
MICROMEGA STAGE TWO 699.99 459.00 D
MERIDIAN 506 18 BIT 995.00 595.00

MERIDIAN 500 TRANSPORT 1245.00 875.00

MERIDIAN 508 20 BIT 1685.00 1199.00 D
MICROMEGA STAGE 4 559.00 422.00 N
MICROMEGA STAGE 5 750.00 527.00 N
MICROMEGA DRIVE 2 999.00 699.00 D
MICROMEGA DACI1 699.00 489.00 D
TEAC VRDS 10 & 295.00 S/H
THEATA GEN SA DAC 6500.00 3999.00 D
TRICHORD REVELATION 800.00 639.00 D
TRICHORD GENESIS - 419.00 D

AMPS
QUAD 77 INT 650.00 455.00 D/N
AUDIO RESEARCH CLASSIC 120 POWER AMPS x 2 - 3000.00 S/H
AUDIO RESEARCH LS3 - 895.00 S/H
AUDIO RESEARCH LS7 1599.00 1095.00 D
AUDIO RESEARCH D200 POWER AMP - 1395.00 S/H
AUDIO RESEARCHVT60 VALVE POWER AMP 2645.00 1595.00 D
HARMAN KARDON AVR 30 PRO LOGIC RECEIVER 1000.00 750.00 D
HARMAN KARDON AVP-1A THX PROCESSOR - 595.00 SH
BEARD P50 PWR AMP - 395.00 SH
AURA AU100 AMP 350.00 219.00 D
ANGSTROM HOME THEATRE DIRECTOR 3495.00 2200.00 D
MICROMEGA TEMPO | AMP 699.00 489.00 D
MICHELL ALECTO MONO BLOCKS - 1295.00 S/H
AUDIOLAB 8000 PPA PHONO STAGE 899.00 589.00 D
AUDIOLAB 8000 P POWER AMP 749.90 589.00 D
MERIDIAN 501 PRE AMP 695.00 489.00 D
LOUDSPEAKERS
MERIDIAN A500 ROSEWOOD 815.00 599.00 D
MISSION 754 OAK 1498.00 999.00 D
SONUS FABER EXTREMA/INC SLATE STANDS - 299.00 SH
B&W 805 995.00 646.00 D
B&W DM305 349.00 249.00 D
KEF CODA 9 299.00 219.00 D
EPOS ES22 1185.00 999.00 D
APOGEE CENTAUR - 795.00 SH
TANNOY 636 419.90 295.00 D
LINN KABERS - 1000.00 D
TUNERS/CASSETTE DECKS

QUAD 77 TUNER 699.90 499.00 N
REVOX B215 CASSETTE DECK - 525.00 S/H

VARIOUS HIGH QUALITY CABLES INC. COJELCO, VDH REVELATION, ETC PHONE FOR
DETAILS - SUPER PRICES
D=ExDem S/H=Second Hand N=New
161 OLD BROMPTON ROAD, LONDON, SW5 OLJ
TEL: 0171-244 7750/59 FAX: 0171 3700192

AE
Atacama
Audiolab
BaW -
Cable Tatk f(')
cvei " a gTeat plale™for...
yrus [ ————
Harman-Kerdon |, Widest choice in the area
;l(?iLF « Independent advice
R « Qualified staff’
Krel « Comfortable dem rooms
AUDIOLAE

Marantz Superb showrooms
Martin-Logan « Main road location
Mendian Major car parks nearby
Michett « Insurance estimates
Mission « Over 30yrs expenence.
Monitor Audio « Service Dept =
Musical-Fidelty |, pei ; i
Pomg |1 PO S | The very best
Pk Trangie 1. Open 10:30-5:30 6 days in Hi-Fi and
Guad e Home Cinema...
REL [ |
Rogers Uptodyrs. | T 7.
Ruark 2 WY
SME Interest Free | & 7
Sonus-Faber Credit fe ]
Spendor depostonty 20% of | 3 Y MARTIN-
Systemdek €500+ for 12 months | ¢ J LoGAaN
Tannoy £1500+ for 24 months | d
TOL £3000+ for 36 months |
Thorens Sbject &> stwbe |
Yamaha ———
& lots more... PS ¥ you're making a specisl trip

i's best fo bock, weekdays.

KRELL

MonNITOR-
- Aupig

24 Gillygate, York
Tel. 01904 629659
High Fidelity Specialists est.1967
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campaign audio design

Getting a better, more involving sound often
means spending a lot of hard earned money.
it’s such a waste, because every system can
benefit from our cables and accessories, at a
fraction of the cost of some new “black box”.
Here are some of the ways we can help.
We have Linear Crystal Oxygen
Free Copper interconnects (£12.48) up to
High Purity Silver cables (£89.00) and high
definition loudspeaker cables in Silver Plated
Copper or Pure Silver. Our mains cables add
weight, power and scale, and with non-inductive RF filtering (£10.00) and over-
voltage protection (£3.00) enhance performance still further. Gold plated AV cables,
both RF (£17.95) and OFC Scart (£19.21), help bring picture quality in line with
NICAM sound resolution.

Valves, capacitors and transistors are all microphonic. They cannot perform
optimally if vibrated. Our set of three brass isolation cones (£5.00) are worth their
weight in gold - revealing low level resolution and dynamics hitherto hidden beneath
electronic noise. We also have a cure for your noisy fridge or central heating motor
(£3.50), enabling you to throw away your big mains noise suppressor, which has
been giving you that “sat upon sound" for years. There's lots we can do to bring you
closer to the emotion and energy of the performance. So confident are we, that we
offer a 14 day money back guarantee.

Ring or write for details:-

CAMPAIGN AUDIO DESIGN
Llandudno Road (HW)

Cardiff CF3 8PG
Tel:- 01222 779401 VISA

Trade and International Enquiries Welcome.
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Castle’s latest, the £450 Kendals,
boast advanced carbon-fibre drivers
and lavish cabinets. Leo Lam enjoys.

Castle has managed to build up a
respectable reputation since its
birth in 1973. This comes as no
surprise if you have ever laid eyes and
ears on any of their 'speakers like the
new Kendal floor standers. Their
immaculately-finished cabinets,
competent engineering and impressive
sound are a potent combination.

Compare the £450 Kendals' stature
to that of Castle’s other floor standers
and you might come to the conclusion
someone's been getting trigger-happy
with the magic shrinking raygun at the
factory - these are small floor standers!
But then they've been designed with the
average space-challenged British
domestic environment very much in
mind.

The Kendals differ from the rest of
Castle's range for another reason - they
lack reflex loading. This, according to
Research and Development Director
Fred Clayton, was because putting in a
port would create bass boom in the
small rooms where the bi-wireable
Kendals will find their abode. Instead,
the 130mm woven carbon-fibre
mid/bass driver and 25mm polyamide-
dome tweeter are bolted to an infinite
baffle enclosure of 18mm MDF.

| decided to set the drive units in
motion with the very capable Roksan
Caspian and Aura VA 80 amplifiers fed
from a modified Arcam Alpha | CD
player and Musical Fidelity X10-D. |
followed Castle's recommendations and
pushed the Kendals close to the rear
wall and toed them slightly inwards.

After the superb midrange lucidity
bass was most noteworthy. Instead of
being deep and thunderous, it was clear
and taut in a way that recalls the much
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more expensive Chario
Academy 2 or classic
LS3/5a. Though some
might condemn the
Kendals as 'bassless’, it is
more a case of quality
over quantity. Like a
bottle of ripe and dry
white wine, the bottom
end is not quite full-
bodied but indisputably
mouth watering. Only
those who seek an
extended synthesised low-
end to bolster Dance tracks should
look elsewhere.

The natural presentation of these
'speakers left a lasting impression with
Jazz recordings from the renowned
Chesky Records - the artists seemed to
have jumped out of the cabinets to play
in front of me. The recording venue's
far wall extended 'into’ my neighbour's
flat and, with the lights dimmed, | could
lose myself in the music.

Turning to Classical, | dipped into
the Orpheus Chamber Orchestra's A
Little Light Music (DG 429783), which
contains some well written yet not
widely-known pieces by Mozart. The
orchestra was accurately located in the
sound stage, something of a holy grail to
a lot of Classical listeners since it gives a
real sense of presence. It was more
obvious here that the Kendals' tonality
tends to the drier side of neutral
though. Overstep the mark with the
volume and the upper midrange will
start to dominate events.

Mahler's grand Titan Symphony with
Claudio Abbado and the Chicago
Symphony (DG 445565) revealed
another minor flaw. In the second

movement, the
timpani begin rumbling

along after a brief rhythmic
development by the cellos and double-
bass. There was a lack of real low-end
definition to the timpani, which
sounded quite woolly down at the limit
of the Castle’s response.

The Kendals are appealing little
loudspeakers. True, their midrange and
slightly blurred bottom octave may not
be to everyone's taste but, if you
treasure clarity and an open sound
stage more than warmth and outright
bass extension, there are many worse
ways to spend £450 @
Castle Kendal £450
Castle Acoustics
Shortbank Road,

Skipton,
North Yorks. BD23 2TT
Tel: 01756 795333

WORLD VERDICT

The Kendals have great clarity but
need coupling to warm zncillaries.

Measured Performance
see pllil
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VIBRATION CONTROL
PLATFORMS AND THE
MODULAR AUDIO
SUPPORT SYSTEM

UNIQUE PATENTED
PLATFORM DESIGN !'!

As a piece of functional furniture the BASE
Racks and platforms together are a work of
art - Dave Wiley, Audiophile Magazine.

It's refreshing to find a complete isolation
system that values aesthetics as highly as it
does senic benefits -

Mr P M Rodweli, Cornwall.

Thanks!! The improvement is

astonishing and after hearing and

trying other audio stands, the performance of
BASE is second to none -

Mr M Slattery, Sussex.

“The Audiophile support brings the sound | hear
at home one step closer to the sounds we
create in the concert hall. Bravo”.....Dr. K

Murphy
(Classical Musician)

ORLD VERDICT 52000

OUTSTANDING - Superb
fiound, something we'd use ourselves,

FORLD VERDICT GO0 O

reat Build and finish, and
sounds great too.

For more details

and a product

Audiophile Furniture Ltd portfolio please
UG S contact:

Forestrow  Audio ile Tel:01342 826262

East Sussex

RH18 5SE. -~ Fax:01342 824845

performance
acoustic pfatforms _
from No Name Acoustics ™

For the serious audiophile, the search for equipment supports 9
has been an uncomfortable, campromise between style and
-ffectiveness: Forsuch peaple tre_,?r’quest'l‘; now over.

Using up to five vibration dampening techndlégies including SeundByte ;
filled subframes and bearing leveiters, platforms provide unsurpassed resilience to
vibration and render dramatic sound improvements,

Platforms are styled'with simple smooth lines anc finished in
one of four colours to complement hi-fi components.and the
home environment. (other colours optionally avaitabie)

Pretty they .may’ be, but for peak

performance they're “better “than

placing your equipment on solid rock.
Telephone (0171) 288 1966

e-mail Aina@atomic-design.com
www.atomic-desicn.comfnoname

. d
No Name Acous(ics_/;(_;';';_/

MUSIC

The Alternative Hi-Fi Shop
Come and hear why

93-95 Nantwich Road
Crewe
Tel: 01270 - 214143

AKG, AVI, ALCHEMIST, B.C.D., BLUEPRINT, CASTEL, CHORD CO., DYNAUDIO, DEVA,
DYNAVECTOR, ELECTROCOMPANIET, JOHN SHEARNE, KEF, LEXICON,
MYRYAD, MICHELL, NORDOST, ORTOFON, PROJECT, PROJEKT STANDS, QLN,
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ow do you
know when an
audio format has

really arrived? When eager buyers start
flocking into their local electrical
retailers for it? When every forward-
thinking manufacturer has a couple of
models in their line-up? Or maybe it's
when the format receives its paternal
blessing from the hi-fi press? Perhaps it's
one or all of these, but love it or loathe
it, MiniDisc and machinery like
Kenwood's DMC-G7R portable
recorder have definitely arrived.

You couldn't exactly describe MD’s
progress as lightning - better late than
never would be more appropriate. And
now it's finally here, where does a
portable MD recorder fit into the
musical life of hi-fi enthusiasts!

A lot of people enjoy music on the
move, whether it be commuting,
walking the dog or jogging around the
park - the huge success of portable
cassette players testifies to that much.
And since MiniDisc equipment is still a
not-inconsiderable investment it makes
sense to combine a mobile player with a
home recorder, which is what Kenwood
amongst others have decided to do.

The DMC-G7R with ATRAC 4
measures a pocket-friendly 108mm by
78mm by 27mm. Power comes from a
dedicated rechargeable Lithium battery,
supplied along with its charger and in-
ear headphones with detachable remote
control for the sum of £330. The
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competition isn't weak though - Sony'’s
MZ-R30 records too but costs £30 less.

Listening to the Kenwood in the
context of a domestic hi-fi system was a
mixed experience. The sound was crisp
and even, images occupying their own
spaces. Dynamics swung easily from the
tiniest triangle strikes to the most
thunderous of timpanic onslaughts and
silences were just that. In every area
where cassette has been faulted, the
little Kenwood excelled. Track access
was rapid, and MD's editing and naming
facilities formed the icing on the cake
once |'d mastered the little multi-
function buttons.

Cassette, in the form of Sony's
WM-D6C professional Walkman,
showed there was still a lot of fight left
in the old format yet. For example, the
DMC-G7R’s stage width was limited to
strict boundaries - through headphones
there was an absence of that out-of-
head sound where recording venue
acoustics or engineers' trickery can
widen the scale of presentation. It also
had what could be termed an
'understated' bass response which took
some of the warmth from music.

The D6 turned out to be more of a
communicator as well. Given a metal
tape to keep down noise and extend
dynamics, it captured the speed and
drive of Rock in addition to the delicacy
of Classical music. Played on the
Kenwood tunes lacked that vital fluidity
and pace because of a perceptible loss of

OTION

Andrew Harrison gets out
and about with Kenwood's

new DMC-G7R portable
MiniDisc recorder.

sustain, especially on piano.

In day-to-day use the DMC-G7R is a
pleasant travelling companion that
provides fuss-free listening in a very
small package. Navigating your way
around functions other than simple
playback requires some patience initially
and the format is not as resistant to
bumps as the advertising suggests. This
MD portable uses a ten-second
memory-buffer for shock protection but
continuous agitation from purposeful
walking caused it to trip up on
occasions.

As a maintenance-free pocket-sized
portable with good battery life that
doesn't resemble a housebrick like the
Sony WM-D6C, the DMC-G7R scores
well. And even if it fails to better
analogue alternatives, it'll still please ears
attuned to the crispness of digital home
recordings @

Kenwood DMC-G7R £329.95

Kenwood
Dwight Road,
Watford,

Herts. WD 8EB
Tel: 01923 816444

WORLD VERDICT &

The Kenwood offers fair performance

on the move but isn't the last word in
sound quality.
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X10D Class A
Tube Line Stage

X CANS Class A
Tube Headphone Amplifier

X DAC New Technology
HDCD DAC

MUSICAL FIDELITY

When music matters most

FOR DETAILS OF
A DEALER NEAR YOU,

CONTACT MUSICAL FIDELITY LIMITED,
15-17 OLYMPIC TRADING ESTATE,
FULTON ROAL; AMODLESEX HAS OTF.
TELEPHONE 0181 900 2866.

XLP Low Noise
MC/MM Phone Stage

X PRE Class A
Tube Preamplifier

X PSU Add on Power Supply
for all X Series

X TONE
High Quality Tone Control




y this time next year,
Bseveral important

issues will have been
settled. Questions ranging
from, "Is the Millennium
Dome a complete waste of
space?” to "Will MiniDisc
survive?" will be resolved.
But the answer I most want
concerns the great super-
CD debate. The scuftles
going on over competing
systems (DVD audio, Direct
Stream Digital (Philips and
Sony.) will hopefully be
history, and the new high-
resolution digital audio
disc well on its way to the
High Street.

With every photo of
Japanese DVD machines
published we contemplate
the heady prospect of an
audio disc so advanced it
makes existing CD look
positively Neanderthal.
Hi-fi magazines world-wide
are beginning to get
questions like, "Should I
buy a new CD
player, or wait a
year for super-
CD?" The idea of
affordable, top-
quality digital
audio is
tantalising, that's
for sure.

But aren't we
missing
something here?
Haven't we
forgotten to ask
the most basic
question of all - whether
this new generation of
‘'uber-player’ will actually
sound any better than
current, bog-standard
Compact Disc? With such a
dramatic technical
superiority over CD it
might seem stupid, but as
CD itself proved with LP,
paper specs don't always
mean better sound. Surely
we should have learned
that the latest isn't
necessarily the greatest?

In truth, those who
reckon super-CD will
automatically better our
current, cooking 16-bit CD
are ignoring a critical factor
in the equation;
development. What these
people are really asking is,
"Is a theoretically superior
but unrefined technology
better in practice than an
inferior one with countless
years of development
behind it?" Put like this the
promise of all those extra
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digital bits isn’t quite so
great.

Think about it like this:
we've now got transports
optimised for reading
16-bit CDs superbly - any
keen audiophile can tell
you which players have the

David Price

to NICAM and Dolby
Digital than hi-fi. In five to
ten years, super-CD will
doubtless be a knock-out,
but industry professionals
whose judgement I know
and respect say that at the
moment, our current high-

“Rather than blaming the technology
itself, the problem with CD sound lies in

our hitherto inadequate digital
engineering.

best transports, and which
good ones work best with
which DACs. We've also got
16-bit DACs that sound far
better than they've any
right to, considering the
paucity of digital data they
have to work with. This
comes not from fancy,
state-of-the-art digital
technology but painstaking
research and development.
Everything from power-
supply regulation and
internal earthing to digital
filters and analogue output
stages are meticulously
fettled to sound right. This
takes literally years and
years to do, which is why
high-end CD players aren't
changed every six months
like their budget brethren.
Along comes super-CD
with theoretically superior
resolution, but it's likely
that most of the
development work will
have been done by big
corporations more attuned

end players beat the new
machines they've heard
hands down.

A number of hi-fi
luminaries, including
Linn's Ivor Tiefenbrun and
Naim's Julian Vereker, have
recently intimated that in
their opinion standard
16-bit still has a long way
to go. Rather than blaming
the technology itself, the
problem with CD sound
lies in our hitherto
inadequate digital
engineering. Interestingly,
this is precisely what they
were saying about vinyl as
recently as five years ago,
and they were right about
that too.

We know CD can sound
dynamic and rhythmic -
witness Linn and Naim's
own range-topping
players. We know it can
communicate emotionally
like DPA's Enlightenment.
We know CD can sound
effortlessly musical, like

the best Pink Triangle
players. And we know it
can give tuneful, powerful
bass like those first-
generation Philips designs.
The task is to get the best
of all worlds, and then
ratchet down the price
with mass production.
Until recently, CD
player manufacturers have
majored on getting costs
down rather than quality
up. Contrary to what some
mags tell you, high-end
players from a decade ago
really aren't that far
behind modern
equivalents. (This was
brought into sharp relief
when I heard a 1984
Philips CD202 - its superb
die-cast metal CDM1
mechanism driving that
crude 14-bit four-times
oversampling DAC was still
amazingly musical.) Only
now are high-end players
really beginning to outclass
the early machines
comprehensively. If super-
CD simply means switching
to a higher digital
specification but
continuing with flimsy
transports, poor power
supplies, bargain-basement
DACs and nasty op-amp
output devices, we'll be
nowhere closer to nirvana.
This is what worries
me. It would be so easy to
rush out the new super-
discs and players, advertise
them as 'technically perfect'
(scund familiar?) and then
sit back and let the cash
roll in. Once again, buyers
would snap them up
expecting great things, and
be disappointed. Let's
hope history doesn't repeat
itself ®
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LONDON W5 5AS
TEL. 081 - 567 8703

AMC. Acoustic Energy, Aura, Audiolab, Audiof
innovations, 8B40, B&W, Cannon, Castie, Cyrus, Denon
Duai, Evolution, JPW. KEF, Marantz, Micromega,|
Mission, Monitor audio, Musical Fidelity, NAD)
Nakamichi, Onix, Onkyo, Quad, REL, Rogers, Rotel,
|Systemdek, Target, Teac, Thorens, Van den Hul

10 - & pm Mon., Tues., Friday, & Sat.
Late night Thur., closed Wed,

Two demoanstration rooms.
Free local delivery and instaliation.

"'." EXPERIENCE

am « Audiolab ¢ Audioquest * Bang & Olufsen « Chord ¢ Cyrus
l ¢ Denon @ KEF » Marantz » Meridian ® Mission ® MF ¢ NAD ¢ Quad
o REL » Rotel » Spendor ¢ Tannoy * TOL * Yamaha ¢ Sony.

Award Winning Hi-Fi from stock - Sales or Service - WE CAN HELP

Tel: (0171) 580 3535
Fax: (0171) 436 4733

Britain's Top Specialist Hi-Fi Stores

227 Tottenham Court Road,
London, W1P OHX,

Send or call for your FREE Mag, and Catatogue BADA Banded

Rapairs and Services

r——""‘_" """""""""" -9
This orze'skwor(lz K
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GRAHAMS HI-FI

| i
Hi-Fi-Home Cinema
Multi-Room {nstallations

~ 0171226 5500 .

Grahams Hi-Fi, Canonbury Yard
190a New North Road, London N1 785
Tel.0171 226 5500 Fax:0171 359 7620

E-mall: world@grahams.co.uk

Web site: http.//www.grahams.co uk
SERVING LONDON

r "~
. I FROM BATTERSEA

ORANGES
& LEMONS

..... ——

INSTANT 0%
FINANCE
AVAILABLE

Juicy fruit from London's newaest, freshest hi-fihome cinema
retailer. Telephone demonstrations or just pop in. All the usual, i.e.
friendly and efficient service, free home installation + credit cards.

THE INNOVATIVE AUDIONVISUAL HI-FI RETAILER, ARCAM,
CABLETALK, CHORD CO, DENON, EPOS, MARANTZ, NAD,
NAIM, REGA, ROKSAN, ROTEL, ROYD., RUARK, SOUNDSTYLE,
STANDS UNIQUE, YAMAHA,

NOW IN OUR THIRD
TANGY YEAR.

0171- 924 2040
61/63 WEBBS ROAD, SWi11

% O’Brien Hi-Fi &=

KRELL

AKG, ARCAM, , AUDIO TECHNICA,
BEYER, CABLETALK, CHORD,
CREEK, DENON, DENSEN, JECKLIN,
MAXELL, MICHELL, MUSICAL
FIDELITY, NAD, NAIM, ONKYQ,
OPERA,  QED, ROGERS, ROYD,
RUARK, SENNHEISER, SEQUENCE,
SME, SONNETEER, SONY, TEAC,
THORENS,  UNISON RESEARCH

- ¥

Demonstyation Room - Free car parking
Maijor Credit Cards -Mail Order -Installation Service
Repair facilities - 5 mins watk from Raynes Park BR
60 Ourham Rd, West Wimbledon, London SW20 OTW

Tel.{0181)946-1528 Fax (0181)946-0331

Front End Problem?

conract

The Cartridge Man

It doesn’t have to cost an arm and a
leg to get the best - listen to my
Koestsu - and Decca -eater.

Also agents for Croft, Hadcock,
Real Music Co, Michell &
Moth.
plus cartridge re-tipping service

0181 - 688 6565

SPALDINGS

= THE SOUTH EAST'S LEADING HI-Fl COMPANY

3 DEM ROOMS A.V.
HOME DEMS., 0% CREDIT
FREE INSTALLATION

LINN . NAIM . QUAD . AUDIO LAB
DENON . MARANTZ . RUARK

MON TO SAT 9.00 to 6.00. TUE 9.00 to 8.0
MON TO SAT 9.00 to 6.00, TUE 9.00 to 8.00

SEVICE DEPT

325-354 Lower Addiscombe Road, Croydon, Surrey CRO 7AF|
Telephone: 0181 654 1231/2040 Facsimile: 0181 655 3922

WORTHING AUDIO

20 Treville Gate, W.Sussex BN IUA
(0903) 212133

The friendly shop with the best sound system in the South.

Talk Electronics - Friendly Advice - 3 Year Guarantees
Easy Parking - Open Mon-Sat. 10am-6pm.
Late Night Wed 7.30pm.
Agencies include: Arcam, E e, Kinshaw, Naim, Audio,
Marantz, Ruark, Audio Technica, Target, Tripod, JPW,
TOL, Orelle, and many more...........

 SOUTH con’t

Best place in
town for Hi Fi and
UNILET Home Cinema
Sound & Vision
* Six demonstration rooms
% All leading brands
#* Interest Free Credit
% Free Parking
%* Open 10-4 every Sunday
UNILET SOUND & VISION
38 HIGH STREET, NEW

KT3 4BY
Tel: 0181 942 9567 Fax: 0181 336 0820

Stockiss of ARCAM « CREEK ¢ EPOS
HEYBROOK » MICROMEGA ¢ NAIM AUDIO
NEAT ¢ REGA * ROKSAN ¢ ROTEL * ROYD
TEAC * YAMAHA

nfidelity

indecently good hi-fi
9 High Suoe

n
hm.&m lCDA.Tck 'T" ;m
Open Toes - Set 10.30sm - 7.00pm.

 SOUTH EAST.

Best place in
town for Hi Fi and
Home Cinema

B\

UNILET
Sound & Vision

% Three demonstration rooms

% All leading brands

% Interest Free Credit

% Good parking facilities

* Open 10-4 every Sunday

UNILET SOUND & VISION

24-26 UNION STREET, MAIDSTONE ME14 1ED
Tel: 01622 676703 Fax: 01622 6716723

§2 p23BsE8R §
; %gg §§;§2§§ i
Shg s

hi-fi for grown-ups

ipswich 01473 622866

NORTH WEST

audio e)(cellence 3404

WA

WHERE THE MUSIC MATTERS

CHESTER
86-90 Boughton,
Chester CH3 5AQ
(01244) 345576

TUESDAY - SATURDAY 9.00 - 5.30
CLOSED MONDAY

PRESTON
131 Friargate
Preston, PR1 2EE
(01772) 253057

"'." EXPERIENCE

am ¢ Audiolab ¢ Audioguest ¢ Bang & Oluisen * Chord * Cyru:
l' Denon ¢ KEF » Marantz * Meridian » Mission  MF ¢ NAD ¢ Qu
* REL » Rotel * Spendor # Tannoy » TDL * Yamaha # Sony.

Award Winning Hi-Fi from stock - Sales or Service - WE CAN HELP

Tel: (01325) 481418
Fax: (01325) 382982

Britain's Top Specialist Hi-Fi Stores

17 Coniscliffe Road,
Darlington DL3 7EE.

Send or call Ior your FREE Magazine and Catalogue. BADA Bonded
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50 BRIDGE STREET, MANCHESTER M3 3BN. TELEPHONE: 0161-832 0888/0161-835 1366

Hn Onsis of Sound

EXCLUSIVE HI-FI AND AUDI VISUAL SYSTEMS

ASGOW
248 2857

EDINBURGH

GL
0141 0131 220 0909

NEWCASTLE

LEEDS
0191 230 3600 0113 242 7777

SERIOUS KiT

he finest range of Hi-Fi in the north. Stockists

of Audionote, Sugden, Impulse. Pro-Ac,
Harbeth, Stemfoort, Target, Neat, Trichord,
Systemdek, Lyra, Proceed, SME, Michell,
Heart, Keswick etc etc
Open 10-6pm Mon-Fri
10-5pm Sat
10-2pm Sun
Phone: 0161 793 6742

Fax: 0161 727 7042

WANT PERFORMANCE?

Then cut HF interference & casing vibration with copper
shielding products & let your equipment give 100%

@ CD Roof: Attractive sheet copper/medite/damping-pad stab
that sits ontop of your CD player. And? "As effective @s an
isolation platform or catdle upgrade.” From £20 (kit) to £50

® Custom Steet Copper Service for DIY: The ultimate anti-RF
interference material in any size or quantity at the best price
Easy to build MOSFET B DAC shields, cladding, chassis, etc

For Free Brochure: 07970 654356
Kopperae, PO Box 6884, Dundee, OD5 1YB wkopp@taynet.co.uk

brands

KEF REFERENCE

Audio Efquipmcm from leading and specialist
or

Tel: 01922 493499/473499

ARCAM AUDIO LAB  CHORD NAM KESWICK AUDIO RESEARCH aL30--APDLLO AT AUDIO ALCHENY  AUDIO GUEST 0Aw BOSE  BEVER CABLE TALK CHORD COMPANY
€rO8 X WAR, ELL  MORD: SHORT  RERIDIAN 7
SUMIKO SYSTEMDEX TARGET TD. TUBE TECKMILOGY VAN DEN HUL YAMAKA

you to listen to and choose from.

MICAOMEQR  Mr8SaON

¢ 3 Hi-Fi Swudios
o Homw Trials
eHome CinemaTheatse

sAudiv Visual Equipment
W dnhouse Service Depanment
oMuil order usailable
elnterest Free Credit (On Selected fems

APRO'-written details on request)

Hi-Fi for those with
an eye for Quality

TH  MUSICAL FIDELITY NAKAWCHI ORTOKON PROJECT

CYAUS
DJ

1

MUSIC
MATTERS

N
ﬂz [‘78

LATEST ARRIVALS
CHORD SPA3200 & SPMI200B PRE-POWER, MERIDIAK
DSPGOD SPEARER SYSTEM, SESAC-3  SURROUND
PROCESSOR, 557 POWER AMP, 518 DIGITAL PROCESSOR
AND 566 20-BIT DAL,

ALCHEMIST MAXIM, NEMES!S AND FORSETI AMPLIFIERS,
DYNAUDIO RANGE OF SPEAKERS, EPOS ES22, SPENDOR
AND PRO-AC SPEAKERS, ROYD SQUIRE & DOUBLEY
SPEAKERS, QUAD 77 RANGE.....

CLEARANCE & SECOND
HAND SALE

OUR VERY SUCCESSFUL SALE NOW
MEANS WE HAVE A NEW LIST.
PLEASE SEND A N S.A.E. FOR AN
UPDATEOF THE NEW BARGAINS
AVAILABLE.

PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW OPENING TIMES
TUESDAY TO SATURADY 10am TILL 5.30pam,
LATE NIGHT THURSDAY TILL 7pm.

Branches at:
sBirmingham : 363 Hagley Road,
Edgbaston, Tel: 0121 429 2811
aSolihuall ; 93-95 Hobs Moat Road,
Tel: 0121 742 0254
®Stourbridge : 156/157 Lower
High Street, Tel 01384 444184

~Demonstrations By Appointment~

HI-FI WORLD

Hi- Fi EXCELLENCE

Mon o Sot 9.30 M §.30. Closed Thursday

MUCH MORE
THAN HI-FI

WeERRE n
I OADA DEALER

163 Spos Street. Coventry. CV13BB Tel : 0203 £25200. i

e —"
Auﬂolcb-AudoAchmy-Arcom-Aﬁ:m-m-ic\n
& Otdsen: - Colestion - Cyrus - Denon - + Foundation
Kof - Mataniz - Monlior Audio - Mission « Musical Aidelity
Nakomich - Nad
MAILOADER - EXPOART - HOME TRIALS

- Quad - R

—

a - Rogen - Rotel - Tau
o:n’m-mm"

3 Floors. 3 Dem rooms. 3000 sq feet in the pursuit of Hi-Fi Excellence

CREATIVE AUDIO

9 DOGPOLE, SHREWSBURY,
SHROPSHIRE
Tel: (01743) 241924
Closed Mondays

@ Comfortable listening rooms

® Home demonstrations available
@® Part exchange welcome

® Free home installation

@ Interest free credit

Authorised retailer for:

A&R ARCAM, AUDIOLAB,
CELESTION, CYRUS, DENON, DUAL,
MERIDIAN, MISSION, MONITOR AUDIO,
QUAD, REVOLVER, ROKSAN, ROTEL,
YAMAHA, EPOS, NAIM, KEF, NAD

THE LEAMINGTON HI-FI COMPANY
THE LEADING HI-FI SPECIALIST

ARCAM AUDIOLAB QUAD MERIDIAN MARANTZ DENON PIONBER
YAMAHA NAD MISSION KEF CELESTION ATACAMA
C3 TRICHORD TDL REL IXOS
SINGLE SPEAKER DEM ROOM WE DO NOT USB ANY COMPARETORS
WE ALSGHIAVE FULL DEMONSTRATION OF PROJECTION TV WITH
LASERDISC AND FULL PRO LOGIC SYSTEMS
PART EXCHANGE WELCOMR

THE LEAMINGTON HI-FT OCOMPANY.
Sweet, Leamington Sps, Warwackshize CV 32 SEF
2644 Fax: 019 3 it u

?ult
Phooe: 0°926 726 mall: k browas ®bbenes.org. vk

audio c?(cellence 3DA

WHERE THE MUSIC MATTERS
Bristol Cardiff
65 Park Street 134/6 Crwys Road
Bristol BS1 5FB Cardiff CF2 4NR
(01179) 264975 (01222) 228565
Gloucester Swansea
58 Bristol Rood 9 High Street
Gloucester GL1 55D Swansea SA1 1LE
(01452) 300046 (01792) 474608
Exeter
156 Sidwell Street, Exeter, EX4 6RT
(01392) 491194
TUESDAY - SATURDAY 9.00 - 5.30
CLOSED MONDAY
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Hearing is Believing
Arcam
BE&EW
Audiolab
Castle
Meridian
10 years o Fxcellence Classé
Rega
55 Main Street, Marantz
Blackrock, Epos
Dublin. Naim Audio
Tel: (01) 2889449/2888477 Sony
Open: Tues - Sal 10 am to 6 pm. REL
Ther - fri 10 2m to 6 pm.

VALVES & TUBES

for
High Quality Audio Valves

/¢
Wi~ CHELMER VALVE COMPANY
ﬁ (9

Buy CVC PREMIUM Hi-Fi valves direct from us.
All valves processed for improved performance.
We dlso have Stock of MAJOR BRAND types
induding :MULLARD, GEC, BRIMAR, RCA, GE, etc
130, New London Road, Chelmsford, Essex, (M2 ORG
Tel: 01245 265865 Fax: 01245 490064

SERVICES & CONSULTANTS

STUDER REVOX

SALES, SERVICE, SPARES
SERVICE & REPAIR OF
A77, B77, A700, PR99 &

36 SERIES
HI-FI SPARES TO ORDER
SERVICED MACHINES IN
STOCK
APPROVED CONVERSIONS

E.M.A.S.

TEL:01246-275479
FAX:01246 550421

REVOXSERVICE

Fully Guaranteed Service and Repair

Insured Carriage arranged

Free Estimation

Also: Tape Supplies
Second User Reconditioned Machines
Spare Parts orders welcome
Free Advice

Ram Tek
Tel: (0181) 207 6159
Fax: (0181) 953 1118
Kinetic Centre, Theobald Street,
Borehamwood, Herts. WD6 4SE

MARCH 1998

SERVICES & CONSULTANTS

atv

@ Service & Repairs
@ Valve & transistor amplifiers

ATV SERVICES & Voee et fodes

LEATHERHEAD
01372 456921 ® Vobves Teseed

@ Hi-Fi VCR's

LORICRAFT AUDIO

Required Garrard 301/401, Thorens TD124,
Goldring GL75 any condition or any parts
from new to completely used

Tel/Fax/Answer phone -
01488 72367

GT AUDIO

GUARANTEED TOP QUALITY REPAIRS AND
SERVICING ON ALL TYPES OF VALVE AUDIO
EQUIPMENT. SYMPATHETIC UPGRADING
CARRIED OUT USING THE FINEST
COMPONENTS AVAILABLE.

Also agents For:-CROFT, G.A.T.E., GRAAF, LEAK
TROUGHLINE TUNERS, MONRIO,
NOTTINGHAM ANALOGUE, POSSELT, UKD
OPERA, UNISON RESEARCH, YAMAMURA
CHURCHILL ACCESSORIES

TEL: 01895 833099

RESTORATION OF
CLASSIC EQUIPMENT

Electronics engineer (Degree/MAES) with
over 40 years experience and specialist
knowledge of Quad, Radford, Leak, Rogers
and Amstrong, etc. Extensive facilities enable
original standards with detailed reports of
work carried out. Apparatus is demonstrated
prior to clients departure. Available 7 days a
week. Valve testing a speciality.

Circuit Data of Classic Equipment on offer...
PLEASE ENQUIRE
Electronics Engineer and Consultant
Tel: 0181 504 5467 Woodford, Essex

REPAIR & DIY

TECHNICAL & GENERAL |

THE ORIGINAL TURNTABLE SPECIALIST

for the Great Classical Tumtable, Arms, Cartridges, Styli

CONNOISSEUR * GARRARD * GOLDRING °
LENCO » ORTOFON * SHURE * S.M.E »
THORENS « WATTS
All available Genuine spares and our own
re-manufacture of obsolete parts

NO ILLUSORY ‘IMPROVEMENT' NO
DUBIOUS OR HARMFUL 'MODIFICATIONS'

Cartridges and styli, correct radius diamonds, for early
recordings - 78s & Lps
TECHNICAL & GENERAL

P.0.Box 53 Crowborough, East Sussex TN6 2BY |
Tel: 01892 65 45 34 |

REPAIR & DIY

)

Andnecws

Bored by the sound of your
current Hi-Fi system?

The Russ Andrews Solution

Don’* change it - upgrade it |

By improving the quality of crucial components and
wiring in your equipment you can ochieve resulis that
will astound you...and for o fraction of the cost of
buying a new model

Our Catalog ins the definiti
the World's best Hi-Fi components.
Our Upgrade Kils provide instructions on how fo
carry out a vast range of upgrades.

Our Unique after-sales technical support ensures
you have access to our experfise should you have any

queries.

selection of

Give it a new lease of life |

To receive our latest information and upgrading odvice
- just mail, phone or fax the following address:
Russ Andrews Ud., Edge Bank House, Kendol, Wesimorland
LAB 9AS, ENGLAND. Tel: 01539 823247 Fax: 01539 823317

VINYL

Records at Cost

NOW YOU CAN BUY YOUR CDs
AT DEALER'S COST PRICE

As a member of the WSL Records at Cost
Service you can buy any brand new CD at
trade price + postage and a small handling
charge from only 50p. Write, phone, fax or
e-mail us now and we'll send you full details of
the Records at Cost Service and how to join.

WSL P.0.BOX 32 ST.LEONARDS EAST SUSSEX TN380UZ
TEL:(01424) 718254 (24 Hours) EAX: (01424) 718262
E-MAIL: WILSONSTEREOLIBRARY@COMPUSERVE.COM

PLUS! WE INVITE YOU TO CASH IN ON A
MASSIVE CD WAREHOUSE

CLEARANCE SALE!

TO ADVERTISE IN
SPECIALIST HI-FI DEALER
SECTION PLEASE PHONE:

CAROLINE KNOTT
01245 443555

e i —
/o Advertise in Hi-Fi Word 3~
(" *Speciatst Hi-Fi Dealer” Section "\
Please Telephone Me..
Caroline ! on (01245) 443565

HI-FI WORLD



he Denon TU-S10 is one of
I those rare products in hi-fi that

just exudes class. On first
inspection | guessed £600 would be the
minimum necessary to take it off
Denon's corporate hands such is the
quality of the champagne-gold
casework. I'd have been seriously
wrong though, as the TU-S10 sells for a
solitary penny under £400.

Despite its uncluttered fascia this
tuner isn't short of features: AM/FM
bands, 40 presets, Radio Data Systems,
two aerial inputs and a remote control.
On the other hand, obvious by their
strange absences are a mono switch and
a signal strength meter, both useful
facilities.

The TU-S10's quality image is
helped by an 8mm-thick aluminium
front panel and a copper-plated steel
chassis which helps shield the innards
from extraneous electrical noise. The
control buttons work in a slick, positive
manner which only goes to reinforce
the Denon's 'feel good' factor.

Rolling across the airwaves | paid a
visit to Radio 3 and a Joan Bakewell
interview with Dame Joan Sutherland.
Through the Denon it was readily
apparent that the interview was taking
place in a cramped studio. A small
amount of sibilance to the two Joans'
voices didn't prove distracting as | was
drawn away from the cosmetics of the
sound and into their conversation.

There followed one of Joan

HI-FI WORLD

Sutherland's performances of Bellini's
Norma in which she duets with Marilyn
Horne. It wasn't difficult to imagine
myself in a large concert hall so well
defined was the acoustic of the venue.
Tonally the Denon erred on the bright
side of neutral as our measurements
had suggested. This served to highlight
detail at the expense of relaxed long-
term listening in systems that are
themselves a tad bright.

The backing orchestra for Norma
had impressive scale and instruments
were clearly discernible - deep double-
bass notes were controlled though the
actual detail rated as satisfactory rather
than great. Of greater significance was a
lack of solidity and weight which left the
TU-S10 sounding a little thin and
insubstantial. Vocals showed the Denon
in a better light with their easy
articulation and expression.

The Denon was rhythmically adept
as a switch to Virgin FM and George
Michael's 'Faith’ proved. None of the
song's zest had been leached out and
there was an unstoppable drive which
kept me listening. And despite that lift
in the upper regions the guitar solo
didn't end up sounding sharp or
unpleasant.

Bass was once again impressive not
so much for its weight and slam but
definition and tunefulness - Denon have
got the balance right here since heavy,
loose bass soon becomes tiring. Male
newscasters, the classic bugbear of

review

etan Bharadia scans the
equencies with Denon's
ous £400 TU-S10 tuner.

most tuners, were reproduced with
only small traces of the chestiness and
sibilance that is normally apparent.

Classical music failed to trip the
Denon up, its detail retrieval coming to
the fore in realistic instrumental
harmonics and textures. Only that
treble thinness stopped it cleaning up in
the £400 price bracket.

Denon's TU-S10 certainly looks like
it should cost a lot more than it does,
designed as it is to fit in with the rest of
the company's flagship components. It
almost manages the same feat with the
way it sounds, but it can't quite conjure
up the warmth and colour of something
like the Cyrus FM7 for the same money
or Naim's NATO3 at £595 @
Denon TU-S10 £399.99
Hayden Laboratories
Chiltern Hill,

Chalfont St. Peter,
Bucks. SL9 9UG
Tel: 01753 888447
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A REFERENCE GUIDE TO BRITAIN'S
MANUFACTURERS AND DISTRIBUTORS.
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VINTAGE VIRTUES

by
Haden
Boardman

ﬁ long with the Rogers Cadet Mkl

and the Quad li, there can be no

other valve amplifier as popular
in the 1960s as the Leak Stereo 20.
Introduced in 1958, the Stereo 20 used
the same basic circuits as all of Harold
Leak's 'Point One' power amplifiers.
The first of these was the classic mono
TL|2 Point One, the second an
economy version, the TL10, which
could only lay claim to 'Point One'
percent distortion up to five watts
rather than its full output. There was
also a 'Public Address' TL25A, although
this wasn't a member of the 'Point One'
family.
At the end of the 1950s, Leak

Along the top of the chassis are the right-hand channel’'s ECC83 drive

valve (left) and the EL84 output valves (right). Along the bottom the

same valves in the left-hand channel are fronted by an ECC83 for the
input section (left) and the GZ34 rectifier (right).

HI-FI WORLD

redesigned the range and added to it.
There was the TLI2+ with its EL84s,
the TL25+ with the larger EL34s, and
the most powerful of the three, the
TL50+ which used a pair of KT88s. No
prizes for guessing the output power of
each! The sad thing is, the bigger they
get, the worse
they sound. The
TLI2+ is the best
of the bunch, the
'50 the worst by
far. As for the
TL25+, it has the
same basic
output
transformer as
the TL12 and
sounds hardly any
more powerful.
At the same
time in 1958,
Leak launched
two stereo
amplifier chassis,
the Stereo 20
(EL84) and the
Stereo 50 (EL34).
The same sonic
rule applies here

- the smaller 20 floors the larger ’50
and is far more reliable to boot.

In the Sixties, Leak revamped the
Stereo 50 and turned it into a Stereo
60, which is even less reliable and uses
strange dual wire-wound resistors
which are impossible to obtain these
days. (The same items can be found on
the TL50+ and some TL25s). The later
models are finished in a Charcoal grey
and date from ~oughly the same period
in the mid-1960s as the Garrard 401.
These stereo amplifiers had pretty
much the same circuit as the monoblocs
but used ECC83s throughout the driver
stages where the monoblocs used
EF86s and ECC8Is.

Out of the entire range, in standard
form, the Stereo 20 has the best sound,
followed by the TL|2+. There are a
couple of potential problems in the
Stereo 20 - the mains transformer is a
little marginal although it's fine in
normal operation, and, as was usual for
the time, the input sensitivity is very
high at 100mV for |Owatts output. On
the whole however, the Stereo 20 is an
excellent design well executed.

In standard, untouched form, the '20
is very sweet. The midrange is quite
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Unless your Stereo 20 is a mint original sample, the best bet is to
rebuild it with modern components like Elna electrolytics and
metallised-polypropylene coupling caps.

lucid while bass and treble are a little
rolled off, but then that's all part of the
'vintage' experience. More to its credit
is the way the amp reveals those little
instrumental and vocal details that make
all the difference. In comparison to a
new, modern amp of about £500
though, the Stereo 20 is amazing. The
solid-state competitor obviously has
more power and will play much louder
but, like most valve amplifiers, the 20
has a real musical heart. Unfortunately,
that's something that most transistor
amplifiers, regardless of price, just don’t
possess.

A few words of warning on the
service side. The mains transformer, as
mentioned earlier, can be problematic.
If you're thinking of purchasing a Stereo
20, check the underside for large
amounts of wax which may have run
out of the transformer if it's been
overheating. More importantly, check
the 100chm, three-watt safety resistor
(normally green in colour) is still fitted
at the base of the board near the
transformers.

As the amplifier ages, old EL84
valves pass more current than the
48mA specified and coupling capacitors
‘leak’ electrically with age, which means
the output valves will pull even more
current. It is extremely likely the main
electrolytic reservoir capacitors will be
leaky too.

With the three-watt resistor fitted

Hi-Ft WORLD

and the amplifier
operating normally
(ie, capacitors and
valves in good
condition), this
resistor dissipates
two-and-a-half watts
and therefore runs
pretty hot. Do not
be tempted to
change it - it is
supposed to run hot.
If a coupling
capacitor fails and
puts a positive
voltage onto the
control grid of the
output valve, it will
pass more current
and may eventually
go virtual short
circuit. The resistor will then get
extremely hot, and, if fitted correctly,
will de-solder itself from the board, thus
protecting the mains transformer from
damage.

Using a modern pre-amp via the Stereo 20’s
phono sockets will give much better sound
than Leak’s matching Varislope or Point |.

if you are running a Stereo 20 with a
higher wattage resistor fitted here, then
get it changed to a three-watt one
pronto. The number of barbecued
mains transformers | have seen because
some so-called engineer has fitted a
larger resistor here rather than curing
the actual fault is depressing.

.featu:re

The quality of the passive
components in the Stereo 20 wasn't
great but they do sound nice. Those
that invariably need to go are the
coupling capacitors, the output valve
cathode resistors (use 270ohm at two-
watts), the output valve cathode
resistor bypass capacitors and the two
electrolytic 'can’ capacitors. These last
two can be troublesome - there's a lot
of ancient 'new old stock’ floating
around, most of which is probably
worse than what you're trying to
replace!

An easier option is to buy tiny
switch-mode power supply capacitors
(47uF, 400V) and mount them on the
base of the old capacitor. To do this,
leave the earth tag on the can
connected and then cut off the two
positive terminals. The earth tag
anchors the new caps which can be
secured in position with a dab of silicon
adhesive.

To be honest, unless you have a
totally mint, original amplifier, the best
idea is to strip and rebuild it completely
- just remember that three-watt
I000hm resistor. Caution should be
exercised when it comes to the GZ34
rectifier as well. Never replace this with
solid-state diodes - their performance
from an audio point of view is inferior
and they stress the mains transformer
heavily.

Leak's power amps may be great at
their best but the same can't be said of
the matching pre-amplifiers, the Point
One and the Varislope. They might
suffice as a stop-gap to partner CD
players, but they are members of that
select breed of British pre-amps that
have an output signal substantially
smaller than the line-level input. To top
that, the phono stage is poor and the
controls are noisy. The best thing you
could say about the earlier versions is
that they look nice.

But the main thing is the great
sound of the Stereo 20. The quality of
its output transformers was impressive,
and due to this the performance
considering its price in standard form is
excellent. Pay about £200 for an un-
modded Stereo 20, less for a non-mint
example and up to about £350 for a
fully rebuilt and modified version @
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uilt-in obsolescence.
BAnyone who’s
purchased a

. computer at some point

will know exactly what I'm
talking about. No sooner
have you purchased your
‘cutting-edge’ number-
crunching marvel than
something more powerful
comes along in a matter of
months. The same is true
of hi-fi, only on a rather
less frenetic time scale.

It happens with
individual components.
For example, when CD was
originally introduced all
you could buy were multi-
bit DACs. These then gave
way to single-bit, or Bit-
stream, designs. Whether
they were any better didn’t
seem to matter - Bit-stream
was supposedly what
people wanted. Now
anyone in the market for a
quality CD
player has to
decide
whether to
go for HDCD
(High
Definition
Compatible
Digital) or
not.

This is all
well and
good when we’re merely
talking about technological
advances within specific
formats. When the entire
format is under threat it
becomes a different
matter.

In the 1960s we saw
valves making way for
transistors. During the
1970s it was the turn of
Compact Cassette to close
the door on reel-to-reel
(and the various other
recording formats that had
been launched with little
success). The last decade
saw the rise of CD over
vinyl, whose sales
plummeted.

What about the 1990s
then? Well, since the
beginning of the decade
there has been much
speculation as to the fate
of the Compact Cassette
and its eventual
replacement. Last year
looks to have been a
turning point in the
fortunes of a technology
that was never intended
for high-fidelity use
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anyway.

Over five years ago the
battle between DCC
(Philips) and MiniDisc
(Sony) began. Although it
was generally agreed that
the Philips format sounded
better, the Sony system
offered the most potential

with fast access times and a
plethora of editing
features. Despite this,
neither really caught on.
Up until this time last year
it seemed both were dead
in the water. Then Sony
mounted one last
marketing offensive with a
revised machine that
actually sounded decent
and cost under £300.

The clumsily-titled
MDS-JES00 began a price
war in the High Street that
raged on right through the
summer, autumn and
winter of last year. This
model and its predecessor,
the MDS-JE510, were (and
still are) selling for as little
as half-price as the major
hi-fi retailers battled it out
for volume sales and image
enhancement. The result
was that tens of thousands
were sold and they're still
selling at a prodigious rate.
So much so that not only
was DCC firmly knocked
on the head but, for the
first time, Compact
Cassette began to take a

from

Dominic Todd,

our man in

retailing

battering too.

I've seen first-hand the
slump in sales of cassette
decks priced above £200.
Only the very best, such as
the Yamaha KX-580SE, are
still selling, and even then
at a greatly reduced rate.

Cassette was dealt a

“I've seen first-hand the slump in sales of

cassette decks priced above £200.”

further blow with the
withdrawal of Nakamichi
from the market. There
just wasn't any other
company in the business
which had amassed the
same expertise as Nak.
Without mechanical
miracles like the Dragon to
aspire to, the whole image
of the format began to
wane, leaving the door
wide open for MiniDisc. So
that makes MiniDisc the
victor in the recording
format battle with its
future assured? Well, not
quite.

Right at the end of last
year, Philips brought the
price of a recordable/re-
recordable CD player
down to around £500 with
the CDR 870. Blank CD-R
discs also came down to
around £3 while CD-
ReWritables were rather
more costly at £16 a hit.
Most reviewers agreed the
system outperformed
MiniDisc. Round two to
Philips then? Perhaps.

Philips face several

rather severe barriers to
success. The first is the
development of Digital
Video/Versatile Disc (DVD)
which is capable of holding
far more information than
CD although it lacks the
ability to record at present.
Second, Philips has to
market the thing
properly. This is an area
where they have a patchy
record. Sony may have
been rather peeved to see
their pride and joy
involved in a High-Street
format war with DCC but
they can’t deny it did MD
a world of good. Philips
might benefit from the
same scenario.

Finally, as we saw with
the VHS/Betamax clash, it
doesn’t matter if one
format is technically better
than the other. What
counts is price, availability
and marketing. There’s a
lot of people out there
with MiniDiscs already
who are unlikely to be
ready to switch to another
format. Instead, they're
telling friends how good
MiniDisc is, and believe
me, word is spreading
rapidly amongst even
those with very little (or
no) interest in hi-fi.

The fate of MD and
CD-R/CD-RW is going to be
the talk of the pundits this
year but, whatever
happens, I don’t think
there’s going to be room
for both. It's ironic looking
back to those former
format losers - valves, reel-
to-reel and vinyl have all
acquired cult status and
loyal followings. Perhaps
the hardy Compact
Cassette will have the last
laugh after all ®
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This man can’t
believe what he’s
hearing...




“...The 121 marks
the baseline
performance

above which all
other speakers

should rise.
But do they?

Do they hell’ 99

~
g

‘terrible  three’

formidable weight.

Seasoned hi-fi critics are notoriously hard to impress.
So how come we weren’t surprised when Peter ] Comeau

enthused so fulsomely about our new 12i?

experience as a specialist hi-fi retailer,
co-founder of a highly respected UK

hi-fi manufacturer and one of the

subjective reviewing in the staid hi-fi

press of the 1970s, his opinion carries

...But 1t’s true.

Peter J Comeau is no ordinary reviewer. As designer of the only product to win
the coveted What Hi-fi Best Loudspeaker Award three times in succession,

he’s generally regarded as the guru of small speakers. With 30 years’

“Percussion is firm

and practically
floor shaking in its |
intensity - just a few
bars and you are
already reaching for|

your wallet. 99

Hi-Fi News & Record Review

“They sound like a grand’s worth of exotic compact,” he wrote in October’s Hi-Fi News.

“If Celestion can achieve this sort of performance for a miserly figure, why are most of the

speakers that arrive on the market so poor in comparison?”

Well, we can’t speak for anyone else - but we know what makes the 12i such a

remarkable performer.

The smoaoth, natural-sounding vocals? Celestion’s 19mm tweeter, whose neodymium magnet
ym

15 ferrofluid-cooled for improved power handling.

The phenomenal bass response?
130mm long throw bass drivers,
which allow the cone extended
movement without removing the
HF coil from the magnetic gap
where energy is most concentrated.

The acoustic purity and lack
of distortion? The use of laser
interferometry to tune out the
response peaks of conventional
speakers. Celestion crossovers
to ensure seamlessly smooth
transitions. Mounting the drivers
and reflex port in a dense
one-piece composite baftle to
minimise resonance. Cabinets
computer-designed to eliminate
box coloration.

In the words of the Hi-Fi News
lab report, “the horizontal off-axis
trace is brilliantly managed.” To the
listener, that means the same
seductive audio experience

wherever you sit in the room.

No wonder the 12i reproduces the most demanding material with such accuracy >



and emotional depth.

“Nothing prepares you for the
“The coherence is extraordinary,”

sound of this new model. Ask

Peter ] Comeau remarks. “That each

note is so well defined is remarkable

listeners to guess the price,

for a speaker of this class.”

I/ guarantee an answer closer to

Peter concludes “When you
£500 than the spare change you

close your eyes, they (the artists)

might just as well be in the room

have to sprinkle on the counter
to own a pair. 99

with you.”
That’s the ultimate accolade for
any speaker, irrespective of price.

...At only £119, no wonder he
couldn’t believe his ears.

At only £119, no wonder he

couldn’t believe his ears.

ilable at:

Avon Bath F H Moss 01225 465085 | London Covent Garden Musical Images 0171 497 1346
Bristol Paul Roberts Hi-Fi 01179 429370 East Sheen Lasyl Limited 0181 876 7632
Palmers Green Audio Vision 0181 447 8288
Bedfordshire Bedford Richard’s Audio Visual (11234 363185 Tooting Sound Zone 0181 672 7369
. ) e T Tottenham Court Rd.  Spacial Audio 0171 637 8702
A (1753 859721
Berkshire Windsor Sonics Hi-Fi Lud 2 Tottenham Court Rd.  Sharsonic 0171 636 7600
Bucks Aylesbury Northwood Audio 01296 28790 Victoria Hi-Fi Confidential 0171233 0774
West Ealing Babber Electronics 0181579 6315
Cheshire Cheadle Audio Council 0161 428 7887 West Hampstead Audio T 0171794 7848
Chester Acoustica 01244 344227 ddl d cal 181 952 5535
Chester Chester Audio Visual 01244 320414 Middlesex E gware MllSlCél. lmagcs. ! ]_ D';’: o
Crewe Roy Townsend 01270 213276 Ruislip TV Allied Service 01895 632217
Nerthwich Roy Townsend 01606 43691 | Norfolk Kings Lynn Martins Hi-Fi 01533 761683
Winsford Nordis 01606 393205 Norwich Martins Hi-Fi 01603 627010
Warrington Warrington Audio Visual 01925 636215 . . o o
Northamptonshire Kettering Classic Hi-Fi & Video 01336 515766
Cumbria Kendal K. Gardner 01539 721953 Northampton Audiocraft 01604 36291
Derbyshire Chesterfield F.L. Smith 01246 234953 Northern Ireland Belfast LRG Sound & Vision 01232 451381
Co. Antrim LRG Sound & Vision 01574 272757
s i Park 01202 318 .
Dorset Bournemouth Strouden Park TV 1202518525 Nottinghamshire  Nottingham Forum Hi-Fi 0115 962 2657
= SIS 2T (S 01273 324616 | §cotland Aberdeen Bruce Miller’s 01224392211
Essex Epping Chew & Osborne 01992 574242 Lanark Braedale Electronics Ltd 01533 663023
Saifron Walden Chew & Osborne 01799523728 | South Yorkshire  Doncaster Barker & Wigfall Ltd 01302 323923
Southend-on-Sea Classic Sound & Vision 01702 461634 . B
Staffordshire Stafford Roy Townsend 01785 243669
Hampshire Andover KLW Cook 01264 323573 Stoke Roy Townsend 01782 289114
Hertfordshire Baldock JOR. Gilbert 01462892387 | Suffolk Ipswich Matthews Ltd 01473 216121
Hichin David Orton Audio Visual 01462 452248 Ipswich Eastern Audio 01473 217217
St Albans W. Darby & Co 01727 851596 Sudbury System Sound 01787 881816
S ile 745
Humberside Kingston-Upon-Hull Nuway Televisions Lid 01482651774 | SUr™eY AT — ey
. Tyne & Wear Newecastle J.G. Windows 0191 232 1336
Kent Beckenham Musical Images 0181 663 3777
Canterbury Canterbury Hi-Fi & Video 01227765315 | Warwickshire Leamington Spa The Leaminton Hi-FiCo 11926 888644
Maidstore Unilet 01622 756756 Rugby Sounds Expensive 01788 540772
Lancashire erreme K. Gardener 01524 64328 West Midlands Solihull Music Matters 0121 742 0254
Wigan Ron Leigh Lid 0194224469 | West Sussex East Grinstead Scott Bros. 01342321117
Leicestershire Ashby De La Zouch  Zouch Audio 01530 414128 | Wiltshire Salisbury Suttons Hi-Fi 01722 327171
Market Harborough ~ The Auditorium (1858 461460 Salisbury Salisbury Hi-Fi 01722 322169
L 4
This does not constitute a full list of dealers. For your nearest Celestion dealer call C‘
-

Freephone 0800 731 3410

Celestion Consumer Division, Dept HFW21, FREEPOST MA 1332, Eccleston Road, Tovil, Maidstone, Kent, ME15 6QP.
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KITS HAVE NEVER

K5881 Mkil VALVE AMPLIFIER KIT

A 20watt, Class A power amplifier that uses reliable
Russian 5881 output valves, a military version of the
American 6L6, designed for low distortion audio work.

Now with a super shunt regulated push-pull (SRPP)
input stage K5881 offers amazing sound qudlity. It can be
used with a simple passive pre-amp or one of our own

pre-amplifiers, and it matches modern  MKIl with SRPP
loudspeakers well. input stage!

An audiophile parallel-single-ended valve amplitier
at an affordable price. K5881PSE uses the reliable
Russian 5881 output valve. Its 17watts is enough to
drive most loudspeakers, making high-end sound

quality and design available to everyone. Can be
easily monoblocked to give 32watts.

This 1s a specialised 28watt amplitier based on the
highly linear 300B triode valve. Our 3008 runs in
Class A, giving one of the most sweet, open and
neutral sounds possible today. Matched with good
loudspeakers, it is unsurpassed. All parts are

included in the kit, except valves since different
300B makes are available.

KLS3 THREE WAY CARBON-FIBRE DRIVER KLS4 TWO WAY CARBON-FIBRE DRIVER carbon-fibre drivers, so performance isn’t
LOUDSPEAKER LOUDSPEAKER compromised. An audiophile bargain.

KLS3 uses extremely light and stiff carbon-fibre A two way standmounter using stagger-tuned  Drive Unit & Crossover kit efc £195
cone drive units for a fast, accurate sound. A reflex loading for good bass, plus light and fast ~ Drive Unit Pack £110
dedicated 4inch carbon-fibre midrange drive  carbon-fibre drivers.

unit provides the clean, smooth and detailed  Drive Unit & Crossover kit efc £230
midrange characterised by superb projection.  Drive Unit Pack £120 KLS8 TWO WAY HIGH SENSTIVITY

Its high 90dB sensitivity and near flat 8ohm YVith § Samaslly _OF 94d8, !<L58 needs ven
litle power. Its 10in. professional bass driver
KLS7 TWO WAY CARBON-FIBRE DRIVER  and horn loaded tweeter give it a BIG sound.

FLOORSTANDER Ideal for low power amplifiers. Provides high
Compact and affordable two way reflex  level listening without fatigue!

loudspeaker. KLS7’s slim dimensions make it  Drive Unit & Crossover kit etc £260
easy to accommodiite, Bt it G5és top quality  Drive Unit Pack 1 £175

impedance make it one of the easiest
loudspeakers to drive. An ideal loudspeaker
for high-end valve amplifiers.

Drive Unit & Crossover kit etc £350
Drive Unit Pack £230




BEEN SO GOOD!

KLPP1 VALVE PHONO PREAMPLIFIER

KLPP1 has five line inputs a tape input
with monitor, and a unique low noise
valve MM/MC phono stage. There is
a switchable subsonic filter to prevent
output transformers of valve amplifiers
saturating. The line stage has gain, so
it will drive any power amplifier.
Audio grade components are used
and many parts are custom made for
highest quality. KLPP1 has a super
clear sound, sweet and detailed
through line and phono inputs.

KLP1 VALVE LINE PREAMP |
The KIP1 line level preamp uses one an |
elegant cathode follower line drive circuit to
give a sound of remarkable clarity and defail.
The components are all high quality and
include  Alps volume control, Sovtek valves,
siver plated wire etc. With a gain off x1, it

UPGRADE

KITS
K5881 Mkll £35
Upgrade your pre
November 1996
K5881 amplifier to
Mkl status for just
£35. Includes new
7025 double triode
ianut stage in place
of the original EF86
pentode.

KLS3 Gold

NEW! LOW LOW
PRICE £330

Upgrade your KLS3s
to Gold status.
Includes latest oval
gold dom

e dpiezo
tweeter and all
components.

matches cur sensitive power amplifiers.
Beautifully built, with solid machined alloy

foscia and gold anodised knobs, it looks
compact and elegant in the home.

NEW LOW PRICE!

Audax HD-37 Gold dome
piezo-electric tweeter

Beginners - Go for this one and blow your mind!!

KLS9 TWO WAY FLOORSTANDER
Here's a storm for you - KLS9, with its BB4
alignment bass cabinet and Audax High
Definition Aerogel 8in bass/midrange unit.
Designed by Noel Keywood to possess
optimal bass damping and a clean step
response. Aided by a teensy bit of bass lift,
KLS9 really thunders; it will re-arrange your
furniture. But it does not waffle, falling silent
when there’s no bass in the music.

Aided by a high power 1in fabric
dome tweeter, KLS9 is detailed, evenly
balanced and images superbly. It is an easy
120hm load and is 88dB sensitive. For
amps up to 60W. Easy to build and great
for beginners. 93cms high.

Drive units, crossover parts, wool,etc
£230

Drive unit pack World R8dié@istory

KLS3 Gold Mk Il ADVANCED
TECHNOLOGY THREE WAY
LOUDSPEAKER

KLS3 Gold uses the latest version of
Audax’s innovative oval gold come
piezo electric tweeter, giving it the
sweetest and most extended treble.
Married to a 4in. carbon fibre cone
midrange driver for neutral and
clear reprodiction, and a powerful
8in. bass driver for superb depth,
this is our top-of-the-line refsrence
‘speaker.

Drive Unit & Crossover kit eic £575
Drive Unit Puck £450




Getech Audio

East Midlands Composites

can now supply to the discerning DIY enthusiast a range of

Carbon Fibre Components

Valve Amplifier with Carbon chassis now available
in kit form (as seen in this issue) together with:-

See us at the Bristol Show. Room 312 Trade and OEM enquires welcome

In conjunction with

Arm Tubes, Turntable Sub chassis / Top plates
Honeycomb panels for Speaker cabinets
Carbon Veneer (and much more)

Carbon Amplifier chassis built to order
for any project (Fully finished or blank)

Please phone or write for details
Cetech

109, Hands Road,

Heanor, Derbys, DE75 7HB

Tel: (01773) 712503 Fax (01773) 530859

CONNECTIONS
TEL / FAX : 01244 401280

E-mail : sound.connections@dial.pipex.com

— 1 1
MAIL ORDER SUPPLIERS OF QUALITY HI-FI ACCESSORIES
— oA

The importance of

cables and accessories

is often overlooked when
purchasing a hi-fi system.
It is very easy to be
sceptical about cables
because of their apparent

high cost or insubstantial
appearance, but they

can play a major part in
achieving the full potential
from your system.

The superb Chord Chameleon 2
interconnect is now available for home trial

We offer a popular HOME TRIAL SERVICE which
enables you to evaluate cables in your own system,
therefore ensuring you purchase the right cable.

PLEASE TEL / FAX / E-MAIL FOR OUR LATEST PRODUCT AND PRICE LIST
VAN DEN HUL ® DNM RESON @ SONICLINK ® NORDOST @ CHORD cO
L0 ® AUDIO QUEST ® KIMBER ® SENNHEISER @ STAX ® ORTOFON
LAT @ suMIKo ® LYRA ® MICHELL ® STANDS UNIQUE ® TARGET
SOUNDSTYLE @ TOWNSHEND ® 1x0S ® MUSICAL FIDELITY

52 Green Lane ® Great Sutton ¢ South Wirral ® Cheshire ® L66 4LE

m MARCH 1998

TEL/FAX Chester
(01244) 401290

E-MAIL
replay @dial.pipex.com

play

udio consultants

AUDIO ANALOGUE PUCCINI SE INTEGRATED AMPLIFIER

“outslrips the compelition at up to £1000"
- HiFi World, September 1997

Now avallable is the Bellini and Donizetti pre-power combination at £ 1050 with even better
transparency and outstanding stereo imagery.

We are also agents for

AV Ortofon
Audio Physic Papworth
AVl Pink Triangle
Blueprint Roksan
Heybrook Sonneteer
LF Target
Michell Totem
Musical Fidelity Trichord
Neat Acoustics Trilogy
Origin Live UKD elc

For a copy of our product guide, price list or details of our clearance items

please phone, fax or ernr

Replay Audio Consultants, Hoole, Chester, CH2 3HX

10am-6pm Monds
Visa/Maste

All damonstrations by appointment

HI-FI WORLD



WARNING
THESE ARE EXPERT KITS, NOT FOR THE INEXPERIENCED. YOU MUST BE ABLE TO SOLDER AND READ A CIRCUIT DIAGRAM. THE VALVE KITS

CONTAIN LETHAL VOLTAGES. WE CANNOT BE HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY PROBLEMS ARISING FROM THE CONSTRUCTION OF THESE KITS.

; ORDER FORM !
! Please send your completed order form to: WORLD AUDIO PUBLISHING, 64 Castellain Road, Maida Vale, London W9 1EX ]
! Tel/Fax: 0171 221 0691 or Tel: 0171 289 3533 Fax: 0171 289 5620 d
i 240/120 option - delete the voltage NOT required. Valves included except where otherwise stated. '
i IF YOU WOULD LIKE A DATA SHEET ON ANY OF THE KITS, PLEASE WRITE A ‘D’ IN THE QTY BOX i
' WARNING - World Audio Publishing Ltd accept no responsibility for kits, parts or modifications made or supplied by third parties. :
1 1
| DESCRIPTION ORDER No. QTY UK OVERSEAS |
II {inc.VAT and P&P) {exc.VAT and P&P) :
: AMPLIFIER KITS !
! NEW K5881 Mkl 20W push-pull valve amplifier ...... K5881-K240/120.....ccooiiiiieiaiinn. ) e s £395 . .sdata- £350 :
i NEW K5881 MKII BUilt ....ooooiiniii K5881-B240/120 ......cvvevieerieveenc £595 ... ... .. £550 I
| K5881PSE 17W single-ended amplifier.................... K5881PSE-K240/120.........cccccveeinnn. | FW o S— ea— £650 . ....... £555 i
FK588TPSE BUilt........oooeoeecieeeeciece e K5881PSE-B240/120..........covoveee i, £850 ........ £725
| 300B 28W valve power amplifier (Not inc. Valves)...300B-K240/120 ... T e £850 ........ £725 :
F300B BUIlt. ..o 300B-B240/120 ........cooeeiiiiiiiiiiiiins ) o pm— £1150. .. ... .. £950 i
I KLP1 line level pre-amplifier ... KLP1-K240/120 .....oooviviiiiiiiiicin, | b bk, 3 £345 ... ... .. £295 '
PKLPT BUI oo KLP1-B240/120 ...coooovvieiiiccieccin |t pta . £545 ... ... .. £465 ]
! KLPP1 valve phono pre-amplifier ... KLPP1-K240/120 .....ccoeeeiviieeiiiieins o —— £495 ... .. ... £425 )
FKLPP BUIIt ..o KLPP1-B240/120 ......coooovvvieeieecn L e £695 ........ £595 f
i LOUDSPEAKER KITS i
! KLS3 3-way carbon-fibre driver floorstanding loudspeaker :
1 Drive Units + Crossover kit etc .........ccccoooivieiniinns KES3-Cr. . e e Moo e L 5o siommonsors. & £350 ........ £300 ]
FDFVE UNIS. oo KLSBDr. ot S0ttt oo erssisssinssns L) i emniaimemssnei s £230 ... ..... £200 |
! NEW KLS3 Gold Mk Il 3-way carbon-fibre driver floorstanding loudspeaker with piezo tweeter i
| Drive Units + Crossover Kit etC ..o KLS3-C oot EE OO £575 ... ... .. £500 i
1 Drive UNIS ..o KLS3-D ..o e i £450 .. ... ... £392 ,
I KLS4 2-way carbon fibre driver standmounting loudspeaker i
| Drive Units + Crossover Kit etC ... KLS4-C oo | P i g £230 ........ £200 ]
FDIiVe UNItS....ocooiiiic (BT D e r—— e puny——— RN PRt S £120 ........ £105 !
I KLS7 2-way carbon fibre driver floorstanding loudspeaker !
! Drive Units + Crossover kit etC .........ccccooooieeiiiinnn. KLS7-C oo i £195 ... ... .. £170 !
! Drive UNIES...oviiiiieiiie e KILS 7D sttty e lccmsiasason s oo Ao} . b s oAt S110 . aacies - . £95 !
i KLS8 2-way high sensitivity standmounting loudspeaker )
| Drive Units + Crossover kit etc ............cccooerrriinn R ) R P S R R — £260 .. ...... £225 |
L DIVE UNIS ... - N T E [ ——— £175 ... . ... £150 |
| NEW KLS9 2-way HDA driver floorstanding loudspeaker ]
! Drive Units + Crossover kit etc ... KLSG-C oo i £230 ........ £200 i
FDrVe UNIES....coovicieieiiiiiiii e KLSO-D .o L i £160 & fwae £140 d
| el [}
! AUDAX DRIVE UNITS !
| Carriage and packing please add £6.00 forone unit or a tweeter pair otherwise add £15.00 for 2-6 units i
I High Definition Aerogel Drivers !
'3|nch midrange, 93dB ..........coviiiiiriii e HMT00Z0 ..o I £35 ... ... £30 !
l4|nch midrange, 92dB .........cc.oeiiiiiieie HM130Z0 ..o ) S RAVENNE . . . .. £40 :
| 6.5inch bass/mid, 91dB.......c..oooeiiiiiiiiiiiiiies HMA70Z0 ..o [N S — 2518 0| A £45 ]
1 8INCh DASS, 91AB ....ovoooovooovoeeeee s D TOBI0 it i A R AR 264 ... | .. .. £55 |
1 10INCh bass, 900B ..........cccocoovrrierireeee e PR240ZO0..........ovorirecriresnerreissesenaace [ e o I R Y . - - - £65 |
| Carbon Fibre Drivers H
I 4inch midrange, 90dB ............coovoiviiririeriiinieierenaas HM130CO ..o iiieeeieeeereeeeeeina [Em— R —— 41 ... .. .. £35 |
1 6.5inch bass/mid, 90dB..........c.coiiiiiiiiie HMA170CO0......ooiiiie e |- S——— £47 .. .. | .. .. £40 |
1 8inch bass, 90dB ..o HM210CO0.....ooiiiie e [ | T SoEReal. .. . £50 i
! Paper Cone Drivers '
' 10inch paper cone bass, 95dB ... PR2AOMOR v s smmianbbmssmsmsssdol S| o G u-afomrose - 4 Q67 - - - - £55 !
: 13inch paper cone bass, 97dB ... P YB3 B ON O, oot o il s st i L st £147 ... |. ... £125 :
! Fabric Dome Tweeters ]
1 25mm 920B fOr 2 Way SYSIEMS......ccvvrveoro TWO25MO ..o [ g15 ... .| ... £13
| 25mm 92dB for 3 way Systems..........cccooiviiiiiii TWO25MT | I PSS £16 ... . [ .. .. £14 i
| 25mm horn loaded 97dB...........ccocoooiviirriieireciins PRITZET i b asislin s st [ A £25 ... .| ..., £21 |
| 34mm 93dB - powerful SOUNd..........ccccovririiiriiiiiaes g0 L — - [ ] o ey T £22
! Oval Gold Piezo electric dome tweeter, 89dB .......... FDRE] e B o oomot Mo | o on Now. g130 ... ] ... £110 ]
]

t . _— (Please telephone for further details regarding other Audax Drive Units). ':
E NAME: | enclose cheque/postal order for € made payable to OVERSEAS PRICES

| ADDRESS: World Audio Publishing Ltd. | wish to pay by Mastercard / Visa. AND DETAILS

: Please debit my account no:

| Please allow for your own local

: import taxes (customs duties)

: and for carriage charges, which

|

—— must be added to the overseas
| POST CODE: Expiry Date: é VISA price. Telephone or Fax for a
1 A uote.
CcO RY: q
I gl _ METHODS OF PAYMENT
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DESIGN MATTERS

David Price looks at the changing face of hi-fi design.

Until recently, hi-fi styling was fast
losing the plot. The once weird and
wonderful world of design was
becoming sanitised, uniform and deathly
dull. Gone were the crazy wedge-
shaped cassette decks and mad,
cylindrical loudspeakers of the
Seventies, and in their place arrived
tedious black boxes. Where had all the
excitement gone, the ideas, imagination
and inspiration that should come
standard with every hi-fi separate?

Of course, sound quality and
reliability should always be primary
concerns, but they're not the only ones.
Hi-fi should seduce the
eye and pull on the
heartstrings as much as
it gratifies the ears, £
What's wrong with £
audio that sounds
superb as well as looking
and feeling the part too?

e ——

Was it a design-by- } g a ﬁ m: ::“:
. a- e

committee approach
that resulted in hi-fi with
all the aesthetic appeal
of a toolbox? Like
military intelligence, the
concept of ‘hi-fi styling'
was becoming a
contradiction in terms.
Fortunately, things
are now taking a turn
for the better. After
more than a decade
the tyranny of the 'minimalist’ black box
is being overturned, and manufacturers
are realising that hi-fi should be life-
enhancing, with aesthetics and
ergonomics to match its sound. The
reason? Could it be the Midi system?
During the early Nineties' all-in-one
systems and Audio/Visual boom, 'real
hi-fi' makers suddenly realised there
was little to differentiate their wares
from the black plastic rubbish that
masqueraded as hi-fi in the High Street.
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‘70s excess - bigger was better.

So they finally had to take a good look
at what buyers really wanted.

FORM OR FUNCTION?
While sonics and reliability are
commonly-agreed engineering aims, a
product's look and feel has been
neglected by too many designers for far
too long. Only now are manufacturers
realising how important this is, along
with the fact that what you house your
circuits in actually affects the sound of
the finished product.

Because electronic components are
microphonic, the best thing to put them

in is some form of casework

resistant to vibration
from within and
without the
component.
Unfortunately, the
cheapo, thin-gauge
pressed-steel affairs of
most separates do
neither.

Cyrus was one of the
first to appreciate this,
and almost a decade
ago their designers
began using light, rigid
die-cast alloy casings
which not only look
great but sound better.

Meridian, makers of
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some beautiful
miniature pre and
power amps during the Seventies, opted
for rigid plastic mouldings topped with
glass, which damps vibrations, to house
their latest 500 series separates. Michell
Engineering has long used acrylic (aka
perspex) for its excellent vibration-
reducing properties. Although it's very
expensive, it looks gorgeous, is easy to
work with and sounds superb - ideal for
hi-fi applications. Others agree, and
acrylic now surfaces in everything from
Pink Triangle Tarantella bases and

Audiovalve valve amplifier cases to
Thorens Consequence CD players.
Once a designer has chosen the
right material to house the electronics,
size is the next decision. Before
integrated circuits and surface-mount
components, a product's size was
determined pretty much by what was
inside it, but nowadays it's more of a
marketing decision. Rose's Sean
Sedwards says the standard 430mm
width is de rigueur in Asia-Pacific

‘80s tedium - black boxes ruled.

markets, but Europe prefers more
petite products. Certainly, 'midi' is now
the size of choice for British favourites
like Quad, Linn, Meridian and AVI. The
States though, with Japan obediently
following, remains committed to the
'bigger is better' aesthetic - rest
assured, Krell and Audio Research will
never go midi.

But maybe the biggest variable for
the designer is finish. LFD Audio's Dr
Richard Bews believes it to be, "very
market-dependent", with the UK still
“notoriously conservative" in its
penchant for black boxes. But abroad
he says, "it's easier to be a bit more
individualistic”, with mainland Europe,
and in particular Belgium and Germany,
going for black fascias and gold detailing.
By contrast, Far East markets want
bright stainless steel or brushed

HI-FI WORLD
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Midi - the size of choice for Britain.

aluminium finishes with gold detailing.
SME's Graham Whitley concurs, saying
their biggest export market is Germany,
which can't get enough of
the company's classic
Series 2 tone-arms -
finished in black and gold!
In Japan, champagne
gold is the order of the day
whether you like it or not.
This means that imported @
British kit, much of which
comes in black, stands out
from the crowd. Japan's
hardcore hi-fi nuts like this, and it's
certainly added to the appeal of UK
components. Remember, this is where
people buy left-hand-drive foreign cars
(even though they drive on the left like
Britain) to emphasise their cars' foreign
origins! Aura’s Japanese importer knows
this, and despite the fact that the
electronics are available in beautiful
polished chrome, advertises under the
slogan "UK Blacks"

STYLE WARS

Eighties hi-fi was all about awkward,
unreliable, minimalist boxes, but today's
designers are coming up with some
attractive, fine sounding, user-friendly
creations. Mission's Henry Azima says
his latest Cyrus range was a result of,
"questioning the validity of all the tin
boxes, and asking why can't we do
something different?" Other designers
also asking this question include
Alchemist, Aura, Copland, LFD, Myryad,
QED, Rose and Roksan, who've all
eschewed black boxes for svelte new
separates finished in chrome, steel,
brass and gold. Even Britain's more
conservative hi-fi companies have
pushed the game forward. Arcam has

HI-FI WORLD
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abandoned its 'safety first' squared-off
boxes for swooping, curvy fascias, and
Quad - once the bastion of pipe 'n’
slippers styling - has resurfaced with the
'carbon look’ 70 series.

Real wood finishes are back in
fashion after a decade as the poor
relation of black ash. Dealers report
that real wood veneered loudspeakers
are selling better than ever, while some
companies like Mission have started

c® .
]
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Radical '90s - futurist meets retro?

offering Primavera wood-look vinyl
wrap on their budget boxes!
Electronics manufacturers are also
using it as a styling feature. Moth's
range of Stan Curtis-designed

separates is fronted by real
wood fascias available in
a number of

Quad ESL 57 - form and

function in harmony.

finishes to blend with the home

and Unison Research’s Simply series
valve amplifiers have more fine ltalian
burr veneer than a Maserati Bi-Turbo.

Other valve amps are increasingly using
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feature

chrome, stainless steel and brass top
plates and casings to striking effect
when the valves are glowing.

One of the surest signs of good
design is when form and function are
combined, with the engineer making a
striking visual feature out of engineering
necessity. Take Michell's Alecto
amplifier for example, which uses its
huge acrylic-encased toroidal
transformer as a central styling cue.
Likewise Quad's
dramatic ESL 57
loudspeaker, whose
clean planar lines derive
from its electrostatic
drivers and lack of a
conventional box
cabinet. Most amazing is that this object
of sonic and visual beauty dates back to
1957 - proof positive that good design
is timeless.

Another, if slightly less successful,
attempt to make aesthetic virtue from
sound acoustic design principles was
JR's 149, an innovative if imperfect
Seventies loudspeaker with a cylindrical
cabinet of rigid aluminium. Latterly,
B&WV has taken up the radical mantle

Big and brassy - the preferred look in Japan.

with its bulbous Blue Room Minipods,
claimed to eliminate the colorations
inherent in conventional box
loudspeakers. And as for the high-end
Nautilus with its weird rear
protrusions, mere words cannot
suffice!
At the less esoteric end of the
market Tannoy's Six range has shown
that innovative cabinetry isn't the
preserve of the rich, with its distinctive
polygonal shape offering fine out-of-the
box imaging. Rogers, meanwhile, claims
to have identified a 'life-style’ niche in
the loudspeaker market, having
introduced a range of stunning plastics
finishes on its dBIO1 - a bold, if risky
move in a conservative market.
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GOOD TECHNOLOGY
Ergonomics and user-friendliness are
also finally occupying designers'
imaginations. CD has long disappointed
vinyl enthusiasts because they find it
fiddly and unintuitive to use. After
dispensing with the clutter that afflicts
so many silver-disc players, Thorens'
designer Helmut Leitner produced a
stripped-down, top-loading format for
the Consequence CD player. By
relegating all the bells and whistles to
the remote, this 'hands-on' design has a
sense of continuity with Thorens'
turntables of yore. Naim and Rega
players also espouse this approach,
along with a rapidly expanding clique of
high-end Japanese players from Lux and
Denon, for instance. How ironic that it's
taken CD designers
so long to build in
true user-

friendliness when
the very first of the
breed back in 1983,
the Philips CD 100,
had it in spades.

it's also taken
ages for hi-fi
‘purists' to come to
terms with the idea
that systems can be
convenijent, easy to
use and sound
good too. Not so long ago the UK hi-fi
press derided the likes of Bang &
Olufsen for making sleek, ergonomic
products, but now they've finally
realised that yes, convenience is a good
thing. Offering remote control with
your electronics isn't actually
tantamount to selling your soul at all -
reviewers laughed when Linn
introduced their first remote-controlled
pre-amp a decade back, but now they
wouldn't be able to work without one!
Latterly, intelligent system remotes and
bus-linking have become the order of

The JR 149 tried to
blend hi-fi in to the

home,

Early CD players were easy and intuitive to

use,
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the day, as implemented so affordably
by Cyrus.

Nowadays, even the most flat-earth,
dyed-in-the-wool vinyl junkies
acknowledge that technology has its
uses. The once fraught process of
recording music for
domestic and car
consumption has been
transformed with the
introduction of MiniDisc,
a remarkably fuss-free
medium which makes

Lecson pre/power - '70s audio modernism.

cassette seem a real chore. And for
radio freaks, the Radio Data System is
nigh-on impossible to live without, what
with its automatic preset programming,
radio text and station identification.
Both are proof that when technology is
developed in answer to customers’
needs rather than being pursued as an
end in itself, it can reap dividends.

oMC

Mission 776/777 - amps with something to

shout about!

DESIGN FOR LIFE

In the early Nineties most hi-fi
manufacturers were still content to sell
low-brow design to the public for as
long as they could get away with it.
Now things are changing, and finally the
creativity and inspiration that once
characterised British hi-fi is coming
back. At last, hi-fi is becoming more
diverse and imaginative through a
combination of excellent industrial
design and modern manufacturing

processes. This can only benefit buyers
and manufacturers alike, so we say,
“"Long may it continue!"

SIGNS OF THEIR TIMES
Aesthetic milestones through the
years.

QUAD ESL 57 LOUDSPEAKER,
1957
Their dramatic swooping lines give
the Quads an air of sci-fi kitsch
without dating them. An awesome
combination of form and function
and surely one of the designs of the
century.

MICHELL REFERENCE
TURNTABLE, 1965
Using a platter mass-loaded with
gold-plated brass weights, this
seminal piece of industrial design
found its way into moviedom
(Stanley Kubrick's A Clockwork
Orange) as well as the New York
Museum of Modern Art.

YAMAHA TC-800GL CASSETTE
DECK, 1974
Recognising that early cassette
decks were gawky, fiddly things,
Yamabha sought the help of Mario
Bellini, who came up with this 'ski-
slope’ tape deck. The TC-800GL is
a superbly-packaged machine with
its striking wedge shape that still
looks fresh today.

LECSON API/AP3 AMPLIFIER,
1975
A radical departure from accepted
amplifier design, the pre-amp was a
large, flat expanse of black plastic
with colour-keyed slider controls
for quick recognition, while the
power amp's 'Post Office Tower'
proportions gave it excellent
heatsinking.

MISSION 776/777 AMPLIFIERS,
1981
A superb sounding pre/power
combo that boasted lots of original
engineering thinking, along with
the Mission logo dramatically die-
cast into the fascias.

HI-FI WORLD
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STING(NJTHE POLIC

THE VERY BEST OF

Sting has been all things to all people -
the peroxide Punk, the sensitive
campaigner and the slick Jazz showman.
Though he may have seen better days,
he remains, above all, a living icon.

This album predictably runs the
entire gamut of the man's various life-
style choices down the years from 1978,
when he was impoverished and
desperate to impress, to the present,
which finds him a reserved landowner.

The later numbers are particularly
unimpressive, coming across as being
apolitical and too smug by half. And not
a Kayapo Indian in sight. Unsurprisingly,
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The Very Best Of Sting And The Police
draws most heavily from his early years,
with half of the tracks recorded by
1983. This seems a bit unjust
considering he has been a solo artist for
twice the amount time that he wore the
badge.

The tracks unfold in an arbitrary
fashion, firing off with the immense
'Message In A Bottle' before taking a
short hop and skip to land on 'Seven
Days’ from the recent Ten Summoner’s
Tales by track five. Thence back to
'Walking On The Moon'. Dr Who's
Tardis could not achieve a more
miraculous chronological translocation.

Certainly the Police tracks capture
the best of the album, from the instantly
likeable but faux Reggae of 'Roxanne'
and 'Can’t Stand Losing You', through to
the obligatory ‘Every Breath You Take'
and the entertaining nonsense that is
'De Do Do Do, De Da Da Da'. It makes
the very grave error, however, of
leaving out tracks like 'Invisible Sun’ and
"Wrapped Around Your Finger' - a
gesture which will not go unnoticed by
the die-hard fans.
>Sting’s solo studio cuts are generally
straight-laced, serious and far mellower
in comparison, the best being the
splendid 'Englishman In New York' and
the eerie 'Fragile’, which curiously has
been covered by both ulio Iglesias and
Isaac Hayes.

The rest serve only to show a dull

HE ryock K o reviennsws

Jon Clarke

craftsman going about his business and
the compilation ends on the biggest bum
note of them all - the Puff Daddy-
reworked 'Roxanne '97'; uninvited and
unnecessary.

This slab of songs is worth buying in
reality only for the Police songs, which
begs the question: wouldn’t it therefore
be better to buy The Police’s career-
spanning Greatest Hits album released a
few years back instead? Let caution
prevail.

BIG WILLIE STYLE

Fnaar Fnaar, and | kid you not. Besides
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being the resident Fresh Prince Of Bel-
Air and part-time alien-terminator, Will
Smith lays claim to real musical ability
and a mean line in rap. Big Willie Style,
his long-awaited return to the music
industry, will either lay waste the critics
or prove that he has been playing with
his and everyone else’s todger all along.

The man is clearly on the crest of a
wave and will inevitably be ridin’ on the
success of Big Willie Style too, all the
way to the tills ringing with receipts, |
suspect.

This much is known - the man loves
himself and leaves absolutely no room
for doubt on this. The songs are almost
entirely reprises of his earlier

STRANGEST

‘Summertime' - upbeat and positive
where cruising is the norm and life is
one round of beach parties after the
next.

n this sense Will Smith, Philadelphia
born and bred, is more in step with the
languid, booty-loving Rap of the West
Coast than the reflective political Rap
on the Eastern seaboard.

Stripped down, the tracks range
from hip-swivelling groovy Disco to just
plain hip-swivelling groovy. The former
is well represented by 'Gettin’ Jiggy Wid
It', which samples Sister Sledge’s 'He’s
The Greatest Dancer', while 'It's All
Good' positively loots Chic’s ‘Good
Times'. Then, of course, there’s the far

from downbeat 'Miami'.

Even the singles 'Men In Black' and
'Just Cruisin”, which are also included
here, are invigorating blasts of hard-
edged Pop/Funk. Crowd-pleasing though
these are, the album also carries the
low-tempo Bill Withers classic, 'Just The
Two Of Us' and the swingbeaty 'Candy'
where he gracefully but momentarily
shares centre stage with someone other
than his ego. That man happens to be
Larry ‘Word Up’ Blackmon of Cameo
who (only just) manages to get a word
in edgeways.

Which all leaves one question
unanswered - will pack leaders The Wu
be gettin’ jiggy wid it? Probably not, but

month

e

PLACES

Whatever happened to
Edie Brickell and The
New Bohemians? Has
she now fallen silent
after marriage to Paul
Simon? You may well
wonder, but for my
money she disappeared
only to come back as
someone called Abra
Moore. For here on
Strangest Places is the
same traditional song
writing, the same sweet
but devastating vocals
and the same emotive
subject matter.

An uncanny
resemblance indeed,
and the only main
difference | can point to
is that while Edie hails
from Canada, Abra ‘
Moore hails from |
Austin, Texas. ‘

Stacked with
ethereal Folk, catchy
ballads and swaggering
Rock, Strangest Places
has mainstream written
all over it yet is edgy
enough for US tastes to be considered
alternative at the same time. In other
words, Alanis Morrisette triple-A-rated
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corporate Rock it most certainly is.
Starting with the breathy 'Four Leaf
Clover', which is to be released as a

first single, the LP lifts off with
a simple but quirky guitar riff,
Abra's strong vocals providing
the song’s melody. A
distinctive voice with great
warmth it is too, a fact
reaffirmed throughout the
album.

Strangest Places may veer a
little towards MOR on
occasions, but there is
surprising variety here too;
take the Bluesy piano ballad of
'Happiness' and 'In The Light
Of It All', the psychedelia of
‘Keeps My Body Warm' and
the Indie Folk/Pop 'Never
Believe You Now'.

And if this selection isn't to
your taste, more traditional
Rock 'n' Roll fare can be
found everywhere else on the
album, from 'Don’t Feel Like
Cryin" to 'All | Want', where
Abra's supercharged
warblings plumb depths of
rage reached only by Alanis
herself.

Overall less rockin’ than
Sheryl Crow, less angry than
Alanis Morrisette and less
melodramatic than Meredith
Brooks, Abra Moore is
carving out another niche in a
market increasingly besotted
with female-fronted Rock acts. No
doubt she will cast her spell too.
Abracadabra!

HI-FI WORLD
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who cares when there's this much fun
going on?
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Perry Farrell, latterly of Porno For
Pyros, came to prominence in the late
Eighties with Jane’s Addiction. A then
up-and-coming band, they released
Nothing’s Shocking (1988) to acclaim
but then disbanded at the height of their
popularity at the Lollapalooza festival in
1991.

>Jane’s Addiction, it seems, has been
resurrected with the release of Kettle
Whistle merely to show off their past
achievements since there are only two
original songs here. The remaining 13
ditties are demos, live recordings and
out-takes.

In their day they were as highly-
prized as the innovative Pixies, likewise
as non-conformist in their approach but
with a special flair for pumped-up
theatrics and twisted lyrics. The only
weak attribute was that they were
tainted by the ghost of Led Zeppelin,
with repeating Rock-riff motifs and
acoustic Blues brazenly used on all
tracks. In short, as All-American as
Chuck Norris.

Enlisting the support of the Chili
Pepper’s Flea as replacement bass on
the new songs - the title track, 'Kettle
Whistle' and *So What!' - it is evident
that it is business as usual for Perry and
company. A healthy dose of
atmospherics, distorted guitar and
trumpet don't do much to alter the
view. Chances are the new Jane’s
Addiction will be beggared by
comparisons with its former incarnation
and sink ignominiously.

There is, however, the
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compensation of hearing Perry’s
extraordinary vocals again, if you like
that kind of thing. Reed-thin but very
powerful, they are best captured on the
album’s highlights, the magnificent ‘Jane
Says’ and the hitherto unreleased 'Slow
Divers'.

On the whole Kettle Whistle is
grossly indulgent. You have, for
instance, the plain silly ‘My Cat’s Name
Is Maceo' written for Perry’s cat but in
homage to Maceo Parker of James
Brown’s All Stars, which ends up not so
much funky as downright trifling. Then
there's ‘Been Caught Stealing’, the
world-wide hit, which is funky but
rendered nonsensical by crass ad-libbing
and an undisciplined studio jam.

Worse than that are the songs
which were clearly not good the first
time round, the early, thrashy demos
and inferior textbook Rock that passes
for most of the live songs. 'Mountain
Song', 'Three Days' and 'Stop' are simply
bump and grind of the lowest calibre.

Out-takes are usually out-takes for a
reason and we know what that is, folks.
There is no sign that the album even
tries to please, and it is, to sum up, not
one speckle better than it needed to be
in order to be released.

Dr Dre made the collaborative album
Aftermath last year with a special plea
for black East/West appeasement in the
wake of the shootings of Tupac Shakur
and Biggie Smalls. "Collaborative
venture” takes on a whole new meaning

though with this latest offering from The

Firm, a collective made up of Dr Dre,
the New York Rap posse of Nas, Foxy
Brown and AZ, plus an assortment of
other luminaries, the most important of

whom are NY’s Funk producers, The
Trackmasters.
it is a veritable coming-together of

the families - East meets West and even
Coppola couldn’t do it better. Each song

represents part of a traditional Mafiosi

storyline, including the mandatory family

bickering, the deceit and the ensuing
blood bath. To that we can add the
drugs, the hos and the hard-core
violence.

The scenes are splattered with
driving basslines and roller-coaster
rhymes; fittingly there is even a
mournful Italian violin when The
Executive Decision has to be made.
Heady stuff but it’s hardly opera.

The laid-back production is classic
Dre and this is nicely complemented
and funked up by the contributions of
The Trackmasters who perversely
choose, now and again, to throw in a
jazzy George Benson-type guitar line
just when the mood is anything but.

The femme fatale of the piece, Foxy
Brown, makes them jealous again with
her honed seduction techniques but
takes a serious risk with the Gamble
and Huff sampled '(You're Gonna Make
Me) F**k Somebody Else’. I'm sure it
was not intended to sound this way but
the highly funky Rap diva with the dirty
mind makes it sound as innocent as
‘Boogie Wonderland'.

'Five Minutes To Flush' is the finest
moment on an otherwise patchy album
- a 4am cocaine bust by the Feds which
is recounted in brutal detail and
culminates in the high-noon shoot-out
of desperadoes, all to the liiting strains
of a Mexican guitar.

Despite the unevenness, while The
Firm is certainly sophisticated it
preaches to the converted, with the
famous old adage murder and mayhem
sells.

“Pop
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23AM
DECONSTRUCTION
CD74321 541132

Robert Miles is the best-qualified Dance
producer to win the Nobel Peace prize.
He invented Dream House, the less-
hectic-than-Techno dancefloor sound
that curbed post-club violence in Italy.
Miles' debut album Dreamland
encapsulated the swirling, orchestral
anthems with top-ten classics 'Children’
and 'Fable’ and had more of an impact
on young Europeans than a police anti-
violence campaign ever would.

23am has the potential for a similar
effect. It combines a wider range of
musical instruments and influences but
still holds true to the Dream House
vibe. The first track slated for release,
'Freedom' is a fine example of Miles'
talent, building the soulful vocals of
Kathy Sledge into a poppy, Radio |
framework. But 'A New Flower'
showcases Miles' ability to take the
sound deeper with energised samples,
Orbital-style, and the result is
enigmatic.

Miles ventures further with
'Heatwave', a mediey of chunky
breakbeats, brass melody and Rock
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geeetar, as if by way of musical revenge
on all those critics who've claimed his
records invariably sound the same.

The concept behind 23am is that
the music is a journey, an expression of
the emotions Robert Miles experienced
recently whilst travelling around the
world. The album certainly reflects a
maturer, more complex identity and
the broad span of musical flavours, from
Classical to Drum ’n’ Bass, amounts to
a new, more cosmopolitan style. But
the real message of 23am deals with the
politics of society, from the mysterious
'Everyday Life' to the inner-sleeve plea
for humankind to reject "destructive
materialism”. This man ain't heading for
a Peace Prize, he's heading for
sainthood.

IN NEUTRAL

IN NEUTRAL

DISTANCE SUB 4844.1

With two releases already out on Relief
and the highly acclaimed In And Out Of
Fog And Lights on Peacefrog, Spencer
Kinsey squeezed one more album out
in 1997 for Distance which nearly
slipped through the net. Gliding along

Sara
Davis

&
Leon

Palmer

the fine line between Techno and
House with ease, Gemini's In Neutral
turns away from the tried and tested
formulas and takes a new approach.
With more than enough Chicago-style
House around at the moment, Gemini
still manages to stay ahead of the rest.

The trademark heavy-jacking
Chicago rhythms appear pretty much
throughout, even in the mellow, lo-fi
stuff. However, the routine is easily
outweighed by the innovative - Gemini
is pulling new sounds out of the groove
to the last.

People who lean toward the Techno
side will appreciate the bugged-out,
skipping flavour of On This Planet, a
large and loud one for the dancefloor.
In a similar tone yet deeper is the fast
and spacey 'Shadowland' with its
Techno tinge.

Sitting comfortably next to these
are the cooler sounds of tracks like '‘De
Bass' and 'The Wave'. On top of the
customary punchy basslines Gemini
treats our lugholes to a cocktail of
chord washes and soft samples with
these numbers. There's nothing that
hasn't been done before here, but at
least it's done in style.

The slower, funkier tracks are
obviously the tunes most suited to the
at-home-with-my-hi-fi fraternity.
'"Motion' is down-tempo enough for
residential raving but marks a mere
warm-down to the mysteriously-
entitled final track, "', which retreats
into a slow-motion mixture of beats
and the occasional bleep.

As you'd expect the album provides
its fair share of thrill to go with the
chill, so you'll still be able to go mad on
the dancefloor. And most jocks could
easily be persuaded to find room in
their collective boxes for the likes of
'‘Campanula’ and 'Memory'. In fact
Houseaholics everywhere will find

11-FI WORLD



Gemini's magic deep and invigorating.
After all, if this is the Gemini-mobile in
neutral, just imagine what it'll be like
when it gets into gear.

SOUNDS LIKE GLASGOW
PIAS PAN 1002 PROCD

Dance music compilations will try
anything to improve sales. Box sets, CD
ROMs and OTT deluxe packaging are
old marketing chestnuts, but moving
into the travel business and using
different city names in your quest to
flog CDs is a turn-up for the books.

Unfortunately though, the collaboration
of Pan productions and Play it Again
Sam aren't offering a free city-break
with each album. Mind you, Sounds Like
Glasgow showcases an intriguing view
of some of their finest music so you
needn’t leave your living room to
sample their handiwork.

Featuring a mixture of quality
House, the odd Trance classic and
some excellent down-tempo funksters,
this compilation impresses in most
departments. The accessibility of the
music, demonstrated by the opening
catchy underground House groove 'Jazz
The Sea Turtle’ by 4AM, gives a familiar
feel to the album. An improvement on
the labels' first foray into this theme,
the more broad-minded Sounds Like
Paris album, Glasgow is, as you'd
expect, a bit harder hitting.

We are treated to only one hard-
assed Disco romp of the kind so
common on the Paris compilation, but
'‘Bedroom Hustler' by East End Trax
with its Reggae-style chants and '70s
whoops is Funk with enough freak to
satisfy any serious Glaswegian clubber.

Once the Dubby stuff has run its
slow, subterranean course, with Fresh
and Low's aptly-named 'Wind On
Water' deserving special mention, it
seems the obvious counter is up-tempo

House. Instead, to my delight, we are
exposed to a couple of spell-binding
headstretchers - two decelerated
Trance tracks, URB'n'RI's 'Aquan’s
Realm' and the unforgettable ‘Funk De
Fino' from Gypsy, a |0-minute orgy of
phasers, subtle sound scapes and
hypnotic background breakbeats.

If that's the climax of the album for
lovers of Trance and Ambient, then the
tracks that follow should give House-
heads something to groove to.

Representing the best of
underground originality without being
too ‘out there', the Housey tracks
chosen for this album all have that,
stomping four-four beat and a raw,
Glaswegian Garage feel. Devoid of
vocals, efforts from Robinson Wall
Project and Slam rely on their soulful
piano samples and pumpin’ basslines to
keep us uplifted.

Need calming down after all this?
Try Fresh and Low’s second down-beat
exercise in hi-hat-laden Trip-hop,
'Freefall’, punctuated by some eerie
female wails and sexy sax.

Whether you're looking for Scottish
sound scapes or city breaks the Sounds
Like posse should give you some ideas. |
wonder when they'll bring out the
Istanbul version. Now that would be
interesting!

DRAGON TALES
BLUE ROOM RELEASED BRO058

Danish Techno outfit Frank'e,
Peter Candy and lan lon were
first discovered by cult

German Techno fiend Sven
Vath, which was a very good
start indeed. As trio Koxbox
they quickly established
themselves in the fickle
underground scene with

singles 'Too Pure' and
'Stratosphere’ on the very hip
Harthouse label. YWhat worked
for beat-busting Vath was their
catchy breed of Techno'd up
Trance and it's this innovative
sound which will catch the
imagination of Trance lovers the
world over, many of whom will have
experienced the live Koxbox in a
recent wave of tours.
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Koxbox followers and, for that
matter, anyone with a healthy interest
in meaner, harder beats will love
Dragon Tales, particularly those who

appreciate a mystical,
psychedelic quality of music
too. Tracks like 'Searching
For Psychoactive Herbs' and
'Electronic Brainwash' typify
the hypnotic, acidic sounds of
Koxbox while every track on
the album showcases the
ingenious Trance/Techno
concoction.

The Koxbox sound befits
their new label, Blue Room
Released, who traditionally
always opt for Techno - Juno
Reactor and Silicon Attic
have done well on this B&W
subsidiary, benefiting from
top-class technology and
crisp sound reproduction.

A must for disillusioned
Trance-heads who like it meaty,
Dragon Tales makes the Acid-
Techno genre exciting again. Fantasy
on CD.
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STATIC RUINS THE SOUND
FROM YOUR CDS

Q STATMAT

STOPS THE STATIC
/

Another
innovative
product
from the

designers of

Ringmat

FIRST REVIEWS & CUSTOMER COMMENTS

* .. Listening extensively myself, and trying the Statmat effect
on others, ... I now instinctively use the device all the
time....Indeed, the Statmat...makes the spoken word more
articulate and clearer in inflections (and therefore instrumental
sounds too), and gives phrasing and timing in music a more
natural, non-fatiguing character....” Christopher Breunig

(Hi-Fi News & Record Review, November 1997)

“.It definitely worked. What I heard was impressive...the sound
isn’t just smoother, sweeter or sharper. Rather, the music itself
seems to change, becoming rhythmically more cohesive,
and altogether more purposeful and coherent.”

Jimmy Hughes (Hi-Fi Choice, December 1997)

“Unbelievable how much difference a piece of plastic film can
make. Stereo imagery, depth and solidity all improved. I can
no longer play a CD without STATMAT!”

Mr A.C. Nottingham

“I’'m always a little sceptical of so-called hi-fi tweaks, but in this
case both my wife and I were stunned! Your claims are
Justified, voices were particularly affected, a more natural sound
and intonation. Instruments are cleaner and better sorted.
Everything sounded more relaxed and fluid. CD has just taken
another step forward! .... Excellent product!”

Mr. N.M. Sleaford

“It works and betters “mats” I've tried so far ....”
Mr R.E. Milton Keynes

STOP THE STATIC WITH

Q STATMAT

IT'S NEW......
IT'S ONLY £19.95

RINGMAT DEVELOPMENTS
P O BOX 200, Brentwood, Essex, CM15 9FB GB
T +44 (0) 1277 200 210 F +44 (0) 1277 201 225

Also available on mail order. UK p&p £1.95
Outside UK: Total cost £25, incl. p&p

THE
CHORD
COBRA 2
NOW
BETTER
THAN EVER

Cobra has evolved — higher
grade oxygen free copper,
improved dielectric, new
balanced configuration.
Deeper, tighter bass, (&
controlled and open
mid-range, sweet and
detailed treble. A natural
selection for your Hi-Fi.

—— -

_.IMPROVEMENT
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For further details contact:
The Chord Company,
30a Sarum Business Park
Portway, Salisbury,

Wiltshire, SP4 6EA.
Tel: 01722 331674

Fax:01722 411388
WWW.CHORD.CO.UK.

THE CHORD
COMPANY

LIMITED




WOMAN'S DAY
GRAMAVISION GCD79516

Perhaps it's just me, but over the last
year or two |'ve become increasingly
aware of a growing body of trumpeters
making some of the most exciting Jazz -
electric and acoustic - around. Off the
top of my head | could cite: one-time
guitarist, Sonic Youth-mentor and
minimalist composer Rhys Chatham,
whose EP Neon, a collaboration with
programmer Martin Wheeler, saw him
marrying post-Miles FX-enhanced
trumpet lines with sharp Hip-Hop beats;
the Scandinavian Nils Petter Molvaer,
whose Khmer album | reviewed here
rather enthusiastically a couple of
months back; the ever-present Japanese
Toshinori Kondo, whose harmonised,
multi-tracked, swooping arcs of melody
have made something of a re-
emergence, with his playing gracing
work by such Ambient music stalwarts
as David Toop and Paul Schiitze; the
New Yorker Ben Neill (another
colleague of Schiitze’s), who also works
as much in the Ambient and Electronica
fields as in Jazz, and has pioneered the
use of an instrument he himself made,
the double-belled “mutantrumpet”;

HI-FI WORLD
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Graham Haynes, son of the great Bebop
drummer Roy and one of the few
genuinely mainstream virtuoso Jazz
trumpeters to be exploring a wider
influence-base and sound palette than
the tradition might ostensibly allow;
Dave Douglas, a quarter of John Zorn’s
on-going Klezmer-meets-Ornette
project Masada, and, as his own Tzadik-
released album Sanctuary showed last
year, a fine composer and conceptualist
in his own right.

I say all this by way of introduction
to trumpeter Ron Miles for perhaps two
reasons. Firstly, this has all come as a bit
of a surprise to me. For pretty much
outrageous reasons |'d personally not
really looked to either trumpet or
flugelhorn players in expectation of
exciting music, despite the obvious
objection that some of the greatest
electric Jazz albums of all time came
from groups led by Miles Davis and
Eddie Henderson. | don’t know, think of
it as an over-reaction to that
(admittedly virtuosic) tradition-loving,
innovation-hater Wynton Marsalis.

Secondly | bring this up by way of
confession; | now realise that Woman’s
Day, released arguably too early last
year to deserve coverage, is easily one
of the year’s outstanding Jazz records.
Yet were it not for the presence of
guitarist Bill Frisell among its personnel,
| might never have bothered picking it
up, which would have been disastrous.

Anyhow, an initial - and, as | say,
somewhat late-in-the-day - listen to the
album didn’t have me as bowled over by
Ron Miles as | have been by some of the
other aforementioned players, but
intrigued me enough to go back to it
and keep going back to it.

On the surface, Woman's Day isn't
in any sense a breakthrough album. The
kind of music on display is exactly the
kind of serious-yet-accessible, free-ish

Simon
Hopkins

(but never, ever capital-F Free),
somehow essentially optimistic
contemporary take on post-Bop and
modal playing that has typified the
output of such record labels as ECM i
and JMT for a long time now. Yet
there's something else at work here,
some rare passion, some sense of
adventure in the arrangements that sets
it apart, at any rate in at least half the
material here.

Other than Frisell, whose
unquestionable stance as one of the
most important Jazz guitarists of the last
two decades has, of course, made him a
regular visitor to these pages, every
player here is a new name to me. The
album’s basic group is a quartet: Miles,
Frisell, bassist Artie Moore and
drummer Rudy Royston. They’re joined,
on occasion, by guitarist Todd Ayres,
whose power-chording forms a nice
counterpoint to Frisell’s flightier, if
equally passionate, soloing (his playing
on 'Mommy On Top' is pure King
Crimson), second bassist Kent McLagen,
bass clarinettist Mark Harris (| have to
admit to bias here: the presence of bass
clarinet on any Jazz record irrationally
excites me) and pianist Eric Gunnison.

Well, relative unknowns they may
be, but this is a fine group. All the pieces
here are Miles’ own. Yes, they owe a lot
to certain influences; to my ears the
spectre of the UK’s own master of
understated romanticism Kenny
Wheeler looms large over many of
these pieces (although there are
touches here, touches which really
make the album, that would never turn
up on a Wheeler date - sudden bursts
of guitar feedback, unexpected driving
riffs). But, they have their own character
too, and these musicians make the very
most of them. Moore and Royston, for a
kick off, are extremely impressive, by
turns fiercely swinging, confidently loose
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and genuinely stomping. Miles himself is
an admirably eclectic player; he eschews
some of the more outlandish
approaches his contemporaries take
(you won’t find any use of even the
subtlest FX here), but he brings an
elegance and ease to all the lines he
plays. And Frisell gives as good a
performance here as he has done for a
long time, turning in his trademark
distortion-drenched searing solos and
gorgeously hanging, pianistically-voiced
chords, yet avoiding the more overtly
idiomatic stylings of his own recent
albums.

Overall, I'd say that what the album
has is grace. Woman’s Day is a work of
confidence and maturity on one hand,
and of wide-eyed pleasure on the other,
but beyond this, it has an easy,
accessible beauty that only makes me
wish I'd picked it up sooner.

the tony willams lifetime

tumitover|

TURN IT OVER
VERVE 539 118-2

Unquestionably one of the saddest
things to happen in Jazz last year was
the death of the great, great drummer
Tony Williams, easily among the top five
percussionists ever to have worked in
the genre. It was a particularly sad death
given that he'd just participated in one
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of the finest outings of his recent career.
For the dates which produced Arcana’s
Arc Of The Testimony revealed
Williams still to be at his peak,
somehow combining awesomely
powerful Rock drive with his legendary
polyrhythmicity. His death does seem to
have provoked Verve, at long last, to
reissue the first two albums he
recorded with his pioneering Jazz group
Lifetime, 1969’s Emergency! and 1970's
Turn It Over. (How these albums have
remained unreissued in this country on
CD beggars the imagination, but that’s
the music industry for you).

Emergency! had already proved
controversial. At an obscenely early age,
Williams had been one of the music’s
stars, but with Lifetime’s debut he
pretty much alienated the bulk of that
audience, which still wasn’t ready for
this group’s wholesale embracing of
Rock, and not just Rock’s form and
instrumentation but its righteous anger
and musical power too. What listeners
he didn’t lose with Emergency! he well
and truly dispatched with its follow-up.
The core of the group remained the
same: Williams, the young English
one-time R ’'n’ B and session guitarist
John McLaughlin and the astonishing
organist Larry Young. To the group
Williams introduced Cream’s former
bassist Jack Bruce, perhaps the ultimate
indicator of just what he wanted to
achieve with this group.

If the results still sound astounding
today, what must they have sounded
like in 1970? The very notion of Jazz
Rock now is so bound up with glossy,
flashy, empty showmanship, but at this
point the very idea of marrying Jazz and
Rock seemed sacrilegious. Miles Davis
is, of course, widely thought of as having
kick-started the movement towards the
introduction of electric instruments and
Rock rhythms to Jazz. Yet his great
breakthrough albums, Bitches Brew and
In A Silent Way, for all their
considerable beauty, don’t come close
to what Williams was doing with

Lifetime.

For one thing, Williams dumped
Jazz's formal make-up more readily than
Miles; None of Turn It Over’s 10 songs
run longer than five minutes, and most
clock in around three. If these pieces
provided the platform for longer, more
open improvisations live, here they’re
absolute. What the group crammed into
these short bursts was defining stuff, the
solos (McLaughlin’s all spider and
Young’s grunting, fiery, truculent,
supremely confident) strung out across
some of the most overwhelming rhythm
section work in Pop music history.
Williams on his own could generate
enough electricity to power a small
town, but Bruce’s bass, if anything, gives
it even more weight. Actually, there are
serious comparisons to be drawn with
Cream full stop. For if Cream gave birth
to a monster in Pop music - the
supergroup - at their best they remain
one of Rock’s most inspiring forces.
Lifetime displayed that kind of
freewheeling energy, a similar darkness
of overall vision and then some.

A word of warning to the
uninitiated: a good deal of this album
features Williams’ singing. At best, this is
something of an acquired taste, at worst
an irritation which could get in the way
of the music. Williams had a nasal,
whiney voice that often sang
unspeakably sixth-form lyrics (and is
only shown up on this CD release by
Jack Bruce’s own strong singing on the
MclLaughlin-composed out-take 'One
Word') yet | feel that this was simply
another attempt to be as distant from

the mainstream Jazz audience as l

possible (and, frankly, | actually rather
like his voice).

This line-up of the group would burn
itself out shortly after the album, and its |
participants would go on to various
careers and various degrees of fame.

But Turn It Over, along with its
predecessor, despite years of critical
neglect, remains one of the music’s truly |
great albums @

|
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AUDIO EXCELLENCE 65 Par Street. Bristol BS|
SPB Tel 01179 264975 Fax.01179 251327 All that's
best 1n hi-fi carefully selected and demonstrated b
friendly knowledgeable staff. at prices to suit aﬁ
budgets Delivery and installation. home dems, part
exchange, in-house workshops. full credit facthties
with interest free on selccted items Tuesday -
Saturday 900 - 530 Closed Monday

THE RIGHT NOTE Tel. Tel No, (01255) 874728.
Just think. most audiophuiles fisten for most of the ume
to systems that are 'not quite right’, Are you happy
with yours? Forget the reviews and trying to put
together a system like a patchwork quitt with the
‘best’ bits around Its our job to do the assessing, you
Judge our results We'll help you to plan a system for
the future. @ven if you spread the purchases Leave the
‘up-grade-itis' behind, save money and enjoy music all
the ume Just hsten, and you'll know CD- Acuras,
Audio Synthesis, Classe, DCS, Enlihtened Audio
Design. Meracus, Orelle, Wadia, XTC Vinyl Basis,
Crown, jewel. Graham, Michell. Sumiko,
Transfiguraton. Amps  Acurus, Audio Sculpture &
more. #e)kcrs. Audio Arustry, Audio Physics &
more Tuners Fanfare, Magnum Dynalab & many
more Cables Chord, DNM, Silver Sounds & more.
{Credit Cards Accepted}.

MUSICAL INTENTIONS, Telephone Adrian on
(01934) 620012 Mon - Thurs Have you heard of
Notungham Analogue Turntables’ Now you can listen
to any one in the comfort of your own home Dems
by appointment only Also agents for- Croft, Audio
Analogue, Sonneteer, Unison Research, Tube
Technology Posselt & Opera speakers and Slate
Audio  stands ‘PLEASE NOTE OUR
INTENTION (S FOR YOU TO ENJOY MUSIC’

& 2et TaLATIF T

RICHARD'S AUDIO VISUAL 4 Greyfriars
Bedford Tel 01234 365165 Stockists of. Arcam,
Audioquest, Beyer, B&W, Bose, Cable Talk, Celestion,
Cyrus Denon. Heybrook, Marantz. Mission. Moth,
Nabamich, Ortofon Pioneer, Pro-ject. Quad, REL.
Rotel, Royd. Ruark, Sennheiser, Sound Style,
Systemdek, Target. Teac, Thorens, van den Hul &
more! Expert friendly service - Listening room
Fioneer Reference Point Visa * Access

SHHME

AUDIO T 4 Queens Walk, Broad Street Mall,
Raading (0118) 958-5463. Great Value on Acoustic
Energy. Arcam, Audiolab, B&W, Cyrus, Denon,
Dynaudio, Linn, Marantz, Micromega. Mission, Naim,
Nakamichi, Quad, Rega, Rotel, Royd. Trichord
Research, Yamaha & many more Tues-Sat 9-530 3
yesr Hi-Fi guarantee Free delivery & installation 30
day free upgrades Home demonstrations PX
Selected Interest Frec Credit Listening room BADA
Bonded

] & A Hi-FI CENTRE. 85 Boutport St.. Barnstaple
Tel. (01271) 24384 Open Mon-Sat 9.00 to 5.30
Arcam, Atacama, B&W, Cable Talk, Castle, JVC., Sony,
NAD, Marantz, Tannoy, Yamaha. Sonneteer, Target
Prwrate hsteming room for Hi-Fi and Surround Sound.
Alp large selection of Yideo Camcorder and editing
equipment Expert advice in a quiet relaxed
atmosphere

) & A CAMERAS Ltd.. Gammon Walk, Barnstaple
Tef 101271) 75037 and 53 Mill St, Bideford Tel:
101237) 421791 Open Mon-Sat 900 to 530 All major
brands of cameras. lenses and equipment stocked.
Larze darkroom section Shde projectors, digital
caveras and scanner  Probably the most
comprehensive range in the South Wet of England

SEVENOAKS HI-FI 3 & 4 Kingswalk Shopping
Canwre,19-23 Kirg Street, Reading, éerks. RGY 2HG.
Tel 0118 9597768 A spacalist Hi-Fi store with two
demonstrationn rooms. The audio visual room 1s
complete with Merdian Digital Surround Sound Major
brands stocked are Arcam, Audiolab, Cyrus, Denon,
Marantz, Meridian, Rotel. Yamaha, Acoustic Energy,
Caste, B&W, Kef Reference. Monitor Audio & Ruark

ENGLISH ANALOGUE 3 Naseby Rise, Newbury,
Ber%s, RGI4 2SF  Classical LP Specialist. including
collectable Dacca, HMV, Columbia and RCA records.
All ecords cleared and suppiied with new
lunervleeves ‘ree of charge  Condition guaranteed. In
addition good condition Classical LPs and CDs
waned  For a frze caralogue call 01635 40242, fax
01635 524239 or E-Mail www multiplex co ul records
HRCKINRCHAM SN
HAZLEMERE AUDIO CONSULTANTS To hear
how realistic music can sound please call for an
appointment {day or evening) Objective advice,
comfortable listening, home demonstrations, free
nstallation, part exchange. repairs and superb service
Acoussic Precision, Air tangent, ATC, Audiomeca,
Basis, Classe, EAD, Fanfare, Henley, Magnaplanar,
Mirage. Monro, Muse. Notungham Analogue, Opera,
Ortofen, SD, Sirs, Strasghtwire, Tice, Triangle,
Trilog: VPl Brsed w Hig® Wycombe Please call
D1494 437892

TECHNO SOUND/ AUDIO INSIGHT 7
Sranville Square, Willen, Mifton Keynes. MK15 9JL
Tel. (01908} 604949 Audiophite Hi Fi and Home
siomma Speciahsts All major brands stocked from
Arcam to Yamaha Menidian Digital Home Theatre
dealer Custom home cinema and mulu room
Ms:alation 4 dem rooms and expert advice
Aveioptile CDs, LPs and LaserDiscs to buy. Open late
on Vrichys.

NORTHWOOD AUDIO 98 Cambridge St
Aylasbery, Bucks HP20 IBA Tel 01296 28790
Selected sounds from Acoustic Encrgy. Alchemist,
Aricn. Audio Meca. Audio Note, Aura, Boston, B &
W, Cabletalk, Castle. Celestion, DNM Virtual Reality,
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Denon, DPA, Epos, Exposure, Gyrodek, Harman
Kardon. Heybrook, Kef, Marantz, Micromega, Monitor
Audio, Moth, Musical Technology, Myryad, NAD,
Nakamichi, Neat, Pioneer, Proac, Rega, Rel, Rose,
Rotel, Royd, Ruark. Spendor, Systemdek, Tannoy,
Teac. Talk Electromics, Thorens. TDL, Triangle. Tube
Technology and a range of quabty pre-used
equipment Export orders welcome. 2 Dem rooms.
Credit facilives avatlable

THE AUDIO FILE 41 Victoria Road. Cambridge
Tel 01223 68305 ‘For the best in Briush Hi-Fi and
Home cinema entertanment’ Visit or call to arrange a
dem with products from: Audiolab Arcam, Mission,
Linn, Naim. Rega. Cyrus, Absolute Sounds, Kef, Sony.
Yamaha, Rel, Quad, Ruark. Denon

AUDIO VISION 228 Lincoln Road, Millfield,
Peterborough, PEl 2NE Tel. 01733 352752. B&W,
Beyer, Cabletalk, Exposure. Grado, Harmon Kardon,
JVC. Marantz. Micromega, Mordaunt Short, NAD,
Pioneer, Projects, QED. Rel, Ruark, soundstyle,
Tannoy, Teac, TDL and more all major credit cards
accepted finance arranged, demonstration facilities,
open 9 30 - 530 Monday - Saturday

THE HI-FI| COMPANY PETERBOROUGH The
region's largest range of enthusiast hi-fi. Arcam,
Audiolab, B&W, Cyrus, Denon, KEF, Kenwood, Krell,
Marantz, Marun Logan, M&K, Meridian, Mission, NAD,
NAIM. Pionecr, Quad, REL, Rotel, Yamaha and many
more. Excellent b-fi and AV demonstraton facilives
Part exchange weicome Huge selection of top quality,
carefully used equipment, telephone for mailing hst.
35-42 COWGATE, Peterborough Phone: (01733)
341755 Fax: (01733) 358141

UNIVERSITY AUDIO [-2 Peas Hill. Cambridge
01223 354237 Mission-Cyrus. Arcam. Rotel. Denon,
Meridran, Ruark, ATC, AVI, Quad, Linn. £ dems, |
single speaker Home trial. free nstall, Service Dept
VISA. ACCESS. AMEX. Credit Terms Open 9-5.30

MHESHTRE

ACOUSTICA 17 Hoole Rd.. Chester CH2 3NH Tel:
01244 344227 All that's best in hi-Fi from Epos, KEF.
Teac, Royd, Linn .Rega, Naim, Arcam, Audiolab,
Ruark, Rotel and many more. Multi room systems
from Linn Knekt. Superb demonstration facihuies,
home demonstrations and installation a pleasure We
offer the best products. the best service and the best
sounds Open Tuesday to Saturday, evenings by
appointment

THE AUDIO COUNSEL |4 Stockport Road.
Cheadle, Cheshire Tel (0161) 428 7887 and 12 Shaw
Road, Oldham, Manchester OLI 3IQ Tel {0161) 633
2602. Linn. Arcam, Naim, Audio Research, Marun
Logan, Yamaha, Creek. Nakamichi, denon, |PW,
Marantz, Royd, Lexicon. 3 dem rooms, free install,
VISA ACCESS Full mult-room and AV insuailauon
10:00 - 5 30pm Mon-Sat, til 800 Thursday

AUDIO EXCELLENCE 8690 Boughton, Chester,
CH3 S5AQ Tel 01244 345576. All that's best in hu-fi
carefully selected and demonstrated by friendly
knowledgeable staff, at prices to suit all budgets
Delivery and installauon, home dems. part exchange.
in house workshops. full credit facilities with nterest
free on selected items Tuesday - saturday 9.00
5.30 Closed monday

CHRIS BROOKS AUDIO 29 Gaskell Street,
Stockton Heath, Warrington, Cheshire, WA4 2UN
Tel {01925) 264212 Tues-Sat 1000-600 2 dem-
rooms credit facikties All credit cards Established
1978 Total absence of bulls™t Linn Speciabst

DOUG BRADY HI-Fl Kingsway Studios. Kingsway
North, Warrington, WA| 3NU Tel 01925 828009 Fax
01925 825773 Visa, Mastercard. Lombard Tricity 2
dem rooms. home trial: Agencies include Arcam,
Audiolab, Castle, Chord Electronics. DPA, Exposure.
Harbeth, Heybrook. Krell, LFD, Michell, Mission,
Naim, Orelle, Origin Live. Pink Triangle, ProAc,
Roksan, SME, Spendor, Wilson Benesch and many
more.

PRACTICAL HI-FI 88 Bride Street. Warrington,
WAL 2RF Tel- 01925 632179 See our man entry
under Preston, Lancs.

REPLAY AUDIO CONSULTANTS TelFax
Chester (01244) 401290 Cheshire’s alternative hi-fi
specialists. Honest advice and personal service We
can demonstrate Alchemist. AVI, Henly, Heybrook,
LFD. Michell, Moth, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Neat,
Origin Live, Ortofon, Pinlc Triangle. Royd, Sonnetecr,
Totem, Trichord. Demonstrauons by appointment in
Chester or in your own riome. Delivery & instafiauion
avalable Mastercard, Visa. Switch. Delea

SWIFT HI-FI St. Annes Parade, Wilmslow 01625
526213 Aura, B&W, Denon, Kenwoed. Marantz, Nad,
Pioneer, Rotel. Systemdek, Tannoy, Revolver, [P W,
M Short, Mission, Celestion. Technics, Audiolab,
Castle Open 9.30-6 Dem room No pressure BADA
member

ACTION ACOUSTICS 155-157 High St. Redcar.
Cleveland TSI0 3AN. 01642 480723. Audio
Innovations, Audio Note, Denon, Harman Kardon,
JBL. Michell, Musical Fidelity, Pink Triangle, Rogers,
Sugden, SonicLink, Townsend, TDL, Thorens etc. Dem
room appointment nec Home Tral, Free instakation,
service dept Int free credit facility Access. Visa & HP
Open 9 15-5 30

SOUNDS PERFECTION ‘'Cornwalls most

exclusive Audio retafer’ Agencies include
Audiomecca, Analysis, Audio Spectrum, Audionote,

Cadence, Harmon Kardon, Impulse, Konnekt Cables,
Michell, Ortofon. Parasound, Project. Phylosophy
Cables, Rel and SME. Home Demonstrations by
Appontment TelfFax 01326 221372 Mobile 0468
754353

CUMBERIA

MISONS SOUND & VISION Viaduct House,
Yictoria Viaduct, Carlisle, CA3 8AN Tel {01228)
22620 Exposure, Heybrook, Aura. Bang & Olufson, B
& W, Castle, NAD. Quad, Rotel, Sony, Sugden,
Yamaha, Demo Suite No appts nec Home trial
facues Free instaflavon Serwice Department Mon -
Sat 9-530

PETER TYSON 6 Abbey Street. Carlisle, Cumbria,
CA3 8TX Cumbnia's premiere hi-fi centre’. Part
exchange welcome (01228) 46756 Audiolab, Linn,
Mission, Proneer, Maranwz, Denon, Philips,, Technics
and more. Dem Rooms Dems withut obligation
Home trial Free installation In-house service dept
Access, Visa, HP 9-5 30pm

PRACTICAL HI-FI 106 Enghsh Street. Carhsle,
CA3 8ND Tel.- 01228 44792 See our main entry
urder Lancaster.

DEVON

AUDIO EXCELLENCE |56 Sidwell Street, Exeter
EX4 6RT Tel (01392} 491194 All that's best in Hi-Fy
carefully selected and demonstrated by friendly
knowledgeable staff, at Ences to suit all budgets
Delivery and installation, home dems, part exchange.
m-house workshops, full credit facilites with interest
free on selected items Tues-Sat 900-530 Closed
Monday

CHELSTON HI-F| 38 Walnut Road, Cheslton,
Torquay, Devon TQ2 6HS Tel (01803) 606863
Where you can compare a range including Acoustc
Energy. Bose, Castle, Celeston, Creek, Denon,
Heybrook. JPW, i<enwood, Marantz, Musical Fidelity,
Pioneer, Rotel. Sony ect. Two dem rooms (including
AV room 25 x 18ft) Free instalation Free delivery up
to IS miles Access, Visa, Amex, Diners, Credit
facilities. 930-7,30 Mon-Fr1 9 30-6.00 Sat

THE HI-F) ATTIC 58 New George St. Plymouth,
Devon PLI IRR 01752 669511 We stock most
leading brands including Linn, Arcam, Denon, Pioneer,
Musical Fidehity amongst others, and have an expert
enthusiasuc staff. Premises include attracuve hy-fi and
home cinema demonstration rooms. We offer free
installation and credit facilities (written details on
request} also a fully equipped service department, We
can also provide a mail order service for all your
LaserDisc requirements. We accept Visa, Access,
Amex

) & A CAMERAS LTD, Gammon Walk, Barnstaple
Tel (01271) 75037 and 53 Mill S, Bideford. Tel
{01237) 421791 Open Mon-Sat 900 to 5 30. All Major
brands of cameras, lenses and equipment stocked
Large darkroom secuon. Shde projectors, digital
cameras and scanners. Probably the most
comprehensive range in the South West of England.

) & A HI-FI CENTRE. 85 Boutport St., Barnstaple,
Tel {01271) 24384 Open Mon-Sat 9.00 to 5.30.
Arcam. Atacama. B & W, Cable Talk. Castle, JVC,
Sony, NAD, Marantz. Tannoy, Yamaha, Sonneteer,
Target, Private listening room for Hi-Fi and Surround
Sound Also large selecion of Video Camcorder and
editing equipment. Expert advice in a quret relaxed
atmosphere

DORSET

MOVEMENT AUDIO 588 Ashley Road, Poole,
Parkstone, Dorset BHI4 0AQ Tel (01202} 730865.
Arcam, Audiolab, B&W, Castle, Cyrus. Denon, KEF,
Marancz, Meridian, Michell, Micromega, Pioneer,
Ruark, Shearne Audio 2 Dem rooms. Listen to the
available choice and decide at your leisure - no
pressure, no obhigation. Our staff enjoy music, with
our choice of products, you can too! Service
Department Free installavon Home trial faciities.
Access, Yisa, Amex, Diners Card. Credit facilities
available Open Mon-Fri 10-6 Sat 9-6

MOVEMENT AUDIO 336 Wimborne Road,
Winton, Bournemouth, Dorset BH9 2HH Tel
(01202) 5299881520066 Arcam, B&W, Denon, KEF,
Marantz, Meridian, Mission, Pioneer, Sony, Yamaha
Full dem facithites avallable. also home dem. Friendly
expert advice Service Department Free installation
Home trial faciities. Access, Visa, Amex. Open Mon-
Fri9-530

DAWSONS OF WESTBOURNE Home Cinerma
Specialists. Mam agents for Bang & Olufsen, Harman
Kardon, JBL. REL. Mordwunt Short, Sony, Techn cs and
TDL Demonstrauon facilities include our unique
Dolby pro-logic svstem comparator for the ultimate
way to choose the perfect system Also on
demonstration large screen televisions from Thomson.
sony and Ferguson with video projectors from Sharp
and Seleco. Dawsons, 23 Seamoor Road. Westbourne,
Boufnemouth 01202 764965

SUTTONS HI-FI 18 Westover Road,
Bom'rmenguth Tel (01202) 555512 Linn, Arcam
misson, Quad, Audiolab, Rotel, Yamaha, Denon etc 2
sningle Speaker Listening Rooms Home
Demonstrations Free Installaton Open Mon-Sat 9-
530 Call for details

WEYMOUTH HI-F{ 33-35 Maiden Street.
Weymouth, Dorset DT4 8BA Tel (01305) 785729
Arcam, Aura, B&W, Denon, Kenwood, Marantz,
Micromega. Musical Fidelity, Panasonic, Quad, Sony,
Technica, Yamaha Dem room. Friendly professional
advice Only quality hi-fi dealer in Weymouth area.
Service Departmerit Free installavon. Home trial
facilities Access, Visa, Amex, Switch, Delta
Mastercard Interest free credit Instant credt. Open

Mon-Fr1 9 30-S 30 Sat - 930-5 30
ESSEX

AUDIO T 442-444 Cranbrook Road, Gants Hill,
liford (0181) 518-09i5. Great Value on Acoustic
Energy, Arcam. Audiolab,B&W, Cyrus, Denon, Jamo,
KEF, Linn, Marantz Mission, Micromega, Monitor
Audio, NAD, Quad, Rotel, Technics, Trichord
Research, Yamaha & more Tues'Thurs'Fri 10-7
Wed/Sat 9.30-5 30 3 year Hi-Fi guarantee 30 day fres
upgrades PX Selected Interest Free Credit 2
Listening rooms BADA Bonded.

GRAYSTON SOUND & VISION 33 Sir Isaac’s Walk,
Colchester, {01206) 577682, Akai, Arcam, B&W,
Boston Acoustics, Denon, Grundig, Infinity, KEF, Linn,
Loewe Opta. Meridian, Nokia, Philips, Pioneer, Quad.
Rotel, Ruark, Sennheiser, Spendor, Thorens Superb
demo rooms, free regional delivery and mstallation
Regular musical and surround evenings, home
demonstrations Excellent credit fachites

GLOUCESTERSHIRE

AUDIO EXCELLENCE 58 Bristol Road.
Gloucester, GLI 55D Tel 01452 300046 Fax 01452
310680 All that's best in hi-fi carefully selected and
demonstrated by friendly knowledgeable staff, at
prices to surt all budgets Delivery and installavon,
home dems. part exchange. in house workshops, full
credit facihues with interest free on selected items
Tuesday - Saturday 9.00 - 530 Closed Monday

AUDIO T 40-42 Albion Street, Chelftenham {01242)
583960 Great Value on Acoustic Energy, Arcam,
Audiolab, Denon, Dynaudio, KEF. Linn, Marantz,
Meridian, Micromega. Mission, NAD, Nakamichi,
Naim, Pioneer, Quad, Rotel. Technics, Trichord
Research. Yamaha & many more. Tues-Fri 9.30-6 Sat
930-530 3 year Ht-Fi guarantee. 30 day free
upgrades. Home demonstrations Part exchange
Selected Interest Free Credit, Listening room BADA
Bonded

THE RIGHT NOTE - BATH
for specialist advice and home demonstrations See
Avon

MUSICAL INTENTIONS ‘PLEASE NOTE OUR
INTENTION IS FOR YOU TO ENJOY MUSIC’ Please
see main lineage entry under ‘Avon’

HAMPSHIRE

AUDIO GALLERY Nr Petersfield Hampshire
01730-895194 Valve Speciahists on a superior level
Home dem For Opening hours and appointments
please ring 9 30am-7pm

AUDIO T 4 Feathers Lane, Basingstoke (01256)
24311 Great Vajue on Acoustic Energy. Arcam,
Audiolab. Cyrus, Denon, Dynaudio, Linn, Marantz,
Micromega, Mission, Naim, NAD, Nakamichi, Quad,
Royd. Rotel, Technics, Trichord Research, Yamaha &
many more Tues-Sat 9-530 3 year Hi-Fi guarantee
Free delivery & installation 30 day free upgrades
Home demonstrations PX Selected Interest Free
Credit. Listening room Home Cinema BADA
nded

HAMPSHIRE AUDIO Ltd. 2-12 Hursley Road.
Chandlers Ford, Hants. SO53 2FU Tel Southampton
(01703) 252827:265232 3 Hi-F1 and 2 Home
CinemarDolby Surround Sound Demonstration
Rooms, one with Projection TV and an 8' wide screen
Brands stocked include ARCAM (inci. Xeta), Audiolab,
Audioquest, Celestion, Cyrus, Denon, Gradient,
Infinity, KEF, Maranz, Meridian, Mission, Polfc, Quad,
Rotel, Seleco, Sennhesser, Soundstyte, Tannoy, Target
Audio, Thorens, & Yamaha Established 1969, we offer
a 2-year Guarantee covered by our own well-
equipped Service Dept We have a large FREE car
parking facility and we are located within 3 miles from
function 14 {M3/M27 Interchange) and Junctions 13
{M3) and 5 (M27) Closed Mondays, except in
December Late Night Thurs to 8pm. BADA Founder
Member. All deposits fully covered by BADA Bonding

NOW THATS HI-FlI 32 Arundel Street,

Portsmouth Tel (01705) 811230. Pioneer, Yamaha,

Marantz, Kenwwod, Mission, TDL, REL, Attacama and

much more. Laserdisc and AC3 specialists, Accessory

center at 24 Arundel Way, Portsmouth. Tel (01705)
18

SOUTH COAST SPEAKERS Ltd 326 Portswood
Road, Southampton. Hampshire Tel 01703 559312
Hand made Loudspeaker Systems! Tailored to your
individual tastes Many real wood veneers Any colour
fimsh available, UK. suppliers of Driver Units for-
SEAS, VOLT, MOREL. VISATION, RCL, SCAN-SPEAK
& MORE. Home builder kits always on demo. High
quality accessories'components, comfortable listening
area, ample free parking, friendly advice.

HEREFORDSHIRE

ENGLISH AUDIO 37 Whitecross Road. Hereford,
HR4 0DG (014321 355081. Arcam, AT C, Audiolab,
B&W Castle. Cyrus Centre, Denon, Exposure,
Harmon Kardon, KEF, Marantz, Micromega, Mission,
Naim, Pro-Ac, Pink Triangle, Pioneer, Quad, REL,
Rotel, Ruark, John Shearne, Stax, Tannoy, Teac.
Yamaha Single speaker dem room, home trial
facilivies, free instailavon, service dept, Access!Visa,
Credit arranged Open Mon-Sat, 9 30-530pm BADA
members.

ACOUSTIC ARTS LTD 101 ST. Albans Road,
Watford, Herts. Tel: {01923) 245250. Fax: (01923
230798 Apogee, Audiolab, Audio Research, B&W,
Bose, Castle, Celesuon, Chord, Classe, Copeland.
Denon, ICEF, Magneplanar, Marantz. Martin Logan,
Michell, Micromega, Orelle, PS Audio, Professional
Moitor, Roksan, Ruark, SME, Sonus, Faber, Sonc Link,
TOL. Theta, Thorens, Wilson. 4 demonstration
rooms. Purpose built AV studio. Credit available. 100
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yards from Watford funcuon station. Open Tues-Sat
10-5.30 {Thursday open unul 8pm)

AUDIO FILE (THE) 27 Hockerill Street, Bishops
Stortford, Herts. Tel. (01279) S06576. Please see main
ad under Cambridgeshire.

AUDIO FILE OBJECTIVE 37 Tower Centre,
Hoddesdon, Hertfordshire, ENIO 8UD. Tel:
01992 478666 Fax 01992 440431. Selected
British and specialist brands. New, Ex-dem. and
S$/H. Mail order Hi-Fi Purchased. Free Parking.

DARBY's OF ST. ALBANS. 6 Market Place, St
Albans, Herts. Tel: (01727) 851596. Hertfordshire's
premier Hi-FilAudio Visual specialists established 1946.
Full Home Cinema demonstration suite. Whether your
needs are large or small, we stock 1t all; Arcam,
Yamaha. Quad, Denon. Sony, Bang & Olufsen, Pioneer,
REL. KEF, Mission, Ruark, Celestion, Polk. and many
more. Free planning service. Free Delivery and basic
instailation. Full worishop facilitres. Open 9-6 Mon-Sat,

HAILEY AUDIO LTD 328 Ware Road, Hailey,
Hertford, SG13 7PG. Tel: (01992) 44242S. Fax:
(01992) 448387. Enjoy choosing your system in one of
our three listening rooms. Relax with coffee or
something from the bar Demonstrations include
Lexicon CP3 with THX surround sound with the
guaranteed deepest. tightest bass available. Chhose
your hi-fi (top valves and MOSFETS), LD, CDi etc in a
realistic domesuc environment. Brands include: REL,
AC Magnum, CR Devs, Rotel, Celeston, Micromega,
Lumley, Reference, Acoustic Energy, royd, JPW., Sonic
Link, Harmon etc. We deliver anywhere in the UK for
home audition, or mait order. Access, Visa etc.

STUDIO 82 82 High Street. Harpenden. Herts ALS
25P. 01582 764246 Fax 01582 467022, ATC, AVI,
Arcam, Aura, Audiolab. B&O, Bose, Castle. Denon.
Marantz, Mission, Musical Technology, NAD, Naim
Audio, Quad, Roberts Radio etc, Quiet single speaker
dem room. Appts nec. Home tnal. Service dept. Visa.
Amex, Access and finance terms. 9-5.30 Mon-Sat,

HUMBERS ¥

ZEN AUDIO 35 George Street, Hull Tel. 01482
$87397. “Comfortable listening rooms; Home dems;
Personal, friendly service; Free installations. Agencies
include: Arcam, Audiolab, Atacama, Audio Innovations,
Audio Note, Audion, Aichemist. B&W, Cable Talk,
Chord CO, DPA, Densen, Denon, DNM, EAR,
Exposure, Fi-Rax, Harbeth, Heybrook. Impulse, KAR,
KEF, Michell, Micromega, Monitor Audio, Musical
Technology, Myryad. NAD, NAIM. Pioneer, REL,
Rehdeko, Rotel, Royd. Ruark. Shearne Audio, Stands
Unique, Sugden. Spendor, Sonic Link, TEAC, TDL,
Tube Technology, Vivanco and many others.

KENT

ASHFORD SOUNDCRAFT HI-F| 40 High Street.
Ashford Secking music lovers, male or female. any age,
to share common interest in musical Pro-aktv Hi-Fi
Systems, Mult Room of Home Cinema. Attractive
unusual equipment m unusual setting, your place or
ours, we guarantee lasting pleasure. Open Mon-Sat.
g\zppoin(mcn( Service or just pop in, Tel (01233)
4441

AUDIBLE ELEGANCE, Bishopstone Lane,
Herne Bay, Kent, CT6é 6RP Tel/Fax 01227
742928, Agencies include: Analogue Tracer
Cartridges, Art Audio, Gamma Acoustics,
Golden Dragon Valves, |M Labs Speakers,
Loricraft Audio, Nottingham Analogue,
Paragon Linear Tracking Arms. Sovereign
Valves, Trichord Research. Tube Technology.
Selected items of used equipment.
Demonstration by appointment only. Home
trial facilities,

DOVER HI-FI 43 High Street. Dover Tel: 01304
207562. Suppliers of quality hi-fi equipment including:
Arcam, Aﬁal. Aura, 8&W, Denon, Jamo, [PW,
Mordaunt Short, NAD, Panasonic, ProAc. Quad, Rotel.
Ruarc, TDL, Technics, Tannoy. Part exchange.
Listening room. Service and repairs. Credit facilities.
Access/Visa. Open 6 days 9-S.30.

ELECTRICAL DISCOUNT CENTRE |38 Pelham
Road Gravesend. Kent DA1I OJH. Tel: 01474 S69601.
Pioneer, Marantz, Technics, Akar, VC, Jamo.
ELECTRICAL DISCOUNT CENTRE 109 The
Broadway Bexley Heath Kent DA6 7JH. TEL: 0181 298
7880. Pioneer, Marana, Technics, Akai, JVC. Jamo.

THE LINN STUDIO Sondck LP12" knekt" Karik'
Kairn® Klout® Kremlin® Keltik* Kaber*Keiledh"
Numerik* Tukan* Wakonda® Majik* Mimik* LK 100"
Ekos" Kudos® Arkiv* Brifliant” Lingo" Valhalla® Sekrit
Aktiv"..Dream systems for everyone from £2,000 to
£30.000+. A new dealership from a specialist family
business, established in 1948. O ding service and
facilities. Multi-room specialist. 123 Snargate Street,
Dover, Kent. CT17 9AP. Tel: 01304 201525, Fax:
01304 240135.

KIMBERLEY HI-FI 193 Broadway, Bexleyheath.
Kent. Tel. 0181 304 3272. Sep dem rooms. Denon,
Technics, Kenwood, Aiw, NAD, Dual. Wharfedale,
Mission, Marantz, Tannoy, Castle. Monitor Audio,
Heco, Jamo, Cerwin Vega and many more,

PROGRESSIVE AUDIO 2, Maryland Ct, Rainham,
Kent, MEB 8QY. Tel 01634 389004 Agencies include:
Audio Innovauons, Audion, Audionote, Audio Mecca,
Audio Systems, Audio Static, Audio Technica, Chord
Amps, Cogan Hall, Conrad Johnson. Convergent,
Denson, Goldring, Impulse, Koetsu, Levinson, LFD.
Lyra. Moth, Nordost, Origin Live, Pink Triangle. Proac.
SD Acoustics, Silversounds, SME, Sugden, Sumiko,
Systemdek, Snell, Target, TDL, Transfiguration,
Townshend, Tube Technology, Unison Research.
UKD., Voyd. VP!, etc. Dems by appointment.

UNILET SOUND & VISION 24-26 Union
Street, Maidstone, Kent. Tel. (01622) 676703,
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Fax (01622) 676723. The best place in town
for Hi-Fi and Home Cinema. * Three superb
dem rooms “ Interest Free Credit * All leading
brands * Also Open Sundays 10 - 4.00pm.

V.J. Hi-Fi 29 Guildhall St. Folkstone Kent Tel: 01303-
256860, Stockists of: Mission, Tannoy, J.B.L. Pioneer,
Philips, Aiwa, Marangz, Musical Fidelity, Quad. Yamaha,
Denon and much more besides. Full audio and home
cinema demonstration facilives. Fully bonded BADA
members.interest free credit available (subject to
status). Open Mon-Sat 9:00-6.00

AUDIO EXCELLENCE 3| Friargate. Preston,
Lancs PRI 2EE Tel: (01772) 2530S7. Fax: (01772)
S62731. All that’s best in Hi-Fi carefully selected and
demonstrated by friendly knowledgeable staff, at prices
to suit all budgets. Delivery and installation, home
dems, part exchange, in-house workshops, full credit
facihies with interest free on selected items. Tues-Sat
9.00-5.30. Closed Monday.

CLEARTONE 23S Blackburn Road (1/2 mile from
city center on the A 666 Blackburn Road) Bolton.
Lancs BLI 8HB Tel: (01204) S31423. Bolton's biggest
Hi-Fi superstore. Every top brand & all the best buys
at guaranteed unbeatable prices. Aiwa, Akai, Arcam,
Audiolab, B&W, Bose. Castle. Celestion, Denon.
Hitachi, Infinity, |BL. JVC, KEF, Kenwood, Marantz,
Meridian, Mission, Mordaunt Short, NAD, Panasonic,
Pioneer, Rotel, Sony, Tannoy, TDL, Technics, Toshiba,
Yamaha. 2 dedicated Hi-Fi Demo rooms and 2 AV
Demo rooms, no appointments necessary. Service
department, free installation. home trial facllities, free
parking, Access, Yisa, Amex, Diners. Interest free
credit. Open Mon-Wed 10,00-6.00. Thurs-Fri 10.00-
7.00, Sat 9.00-6.00. Sun 11 00-5.00

MARTON MUSIC S Masterson Ave. Read. Burnley,
BBI2 7PL. Tel / Fax 01282 773 198 and Email
106505 25 | @compuserve.com. Hear demonstrations
of stereo and AV systems tn a large comfortable
lounge. using the latest Bryston Pre-Power Amps (20
year guar.) Mirage Bipolar Speakers, with Yamaha DSP
Surround Sound and equipment from A.V., Ruark,
Myriad, Sequence, PMC and more, plus a range of
custom built open baffle. Transmission Line, and other
speakers. Home demos encouraged for complete
satisfaction. Main agents for : Liberty Audiosurte
LoudSpkrs. Electronic Tesung System, LSPCAD
Speaker Design Package and other PC based room
analysis systems, Ring any time for an appt.. Free advice
or a chat... we never close.

ORPHEUS AUDIO Tel: 01257 473175 See our main
entry under Greater Manchester.

PRACTICAL HI-FI 43 Friargate, Preston, Tel:-
01772 883958. The audio visual specialist, expert
advice, instant demonstrations, best prices, instant free
credit, part exchange welcome. Extended warranty.
Stockists of Yamaha, Kenwood. Denon. Sony,
Technics, Onkyo, Marantz. Pioneer, Mission, Kef, Jamo,
Celestion, B&W. Also stockists of LaserDiscs

PRACTICAL Hi-F1 84 Penny Street. Lancaster, LA
IXN Tel:- 01524 39657 - See our main entry under
Lancaster,

PRACTICAL Hi-FI 33135 Knowsley Street. Bolton,
Lancs Tel- 01204 395789 - See our main entry under
Lancaster.

PRACTICAL HI-FI 81 Whitegate Drive, Blackpool,
FY3 9DA Tel:- 01253 300599. See our main entry
under Lancaster
LEWCESTERSMN

CLASSIQUE SOUNDS "Vintage Hi-fi Specialist”
Stockists of: Garrard 301/40%. Thorens, Quad, Leak,
Rega, Shirley Labs, Spendor, Wharfedale. Rogers,
Arcam, SME, Decca, Pioneer, UKD, Sugden, Mustcal
Fidelity, + much more.” Tel/ Fax Paul Greenfield on
UK + 0116 283 S821 or 0802 213 740 (mobile) any -
ume Classique Sounds, Classique House, 61 Aylestone
Drive, Lercester, LE2 8QE.

ZOUCH AUDIO Suppliers of quality Hi-Fi, Apollo,
Audio Analogue, AVIl, Bow Technologies,
C.A.T..Celestion, Chord Electronics, Creck, D.C.S..
Dynalab, Graham, John Shearn, LA.T.. Lumley, M.LT.,
Magnum. Munrio, Musical Fidelity, Musical Technology,
Neat, Opera, Orchid, Orelle, Sirs, Stands Unique,
Sumiko, Teac, Tice, Townshend. Transfiguration,
Umison Research, Wilson Benesch, X.T.C.

Open 10.00-5.30. Closed Monday. Zouch Audio, The
Old Coach House, off South Street. Ashby De La
Zouch, LE6S [AN. For further information call Michael
on 01530 414128 or 0976 S7187S

CYMBIOSIS 6 Hotel Street, Leicester, LEI SAW,
Tel: (0116) 2623754 Fax: (0116) 262 37S8. Arcam.
Audiolab, Castle, Chario, Denon. Epos, KEF, Linn Hi-Fi,
Linn AVS{, Loewe Televisions, Micromega Stage.
Micromega, Classicline, Mordaunt Short, Musical
Technology, Myryad, Naim. Primare, Projekt Furniture.
QED, Systemline, Rega & Rotel. Multi room design &
Installation Service. 4 listening Iounges. Installation
Service, Finance Available. Open 10-5.30 Monday to
Saturday & 11-4 Sundays.

ENCORE! Nr. Melton Mowbray. Tel. 01664 823282,
Sugden, Densen, Unison, Tube Technology, Ruark,
UlgD Opera, Keswick Audio Research and Fi-Rax. As
you can see from our agencies, we are open-minded
and able to present diverse options for your appraisal.
Unbiased and unhurried demonstrations by
apppointment incl. evenings and weekends.

LEICESTER HI-FI CO 6 Silver Walk, St Martns
Square, Lecester LEI SEW. Tel. (01 16) 2539753. Fax:
(0FH16) 2626097. Alchemist, Arcam, Aura, B&W,
Copland, Haran Kardon,KEF, Maranez, Michell, Mission,
Cyrus, Musical Fndeliy, Pink Triangle, Quad, Roksan,
Rotel, Sonus Faber, Technics, Yamaha and more too

numerous to mention. 2 Dem room. We can
demonstrate, deliver and install. Credit Facilives All
cards taken. Open 6 days 9.30-5.30

STEREO SHACK -3 Guildhall Lane, Leicester. Tel;
(0116) 2530330. Fax: (0116) 2626097. Yamaha,
Kenwood, NAD, Mission. Teac. Awa, Cerwin Vega,
Pioneer, TDL. Thorens, JBL. Rotel. Celestion, Jamo &
many more, We are A.V. specialists, 2 dem rooms. We
can demonstrate. deliver and install. Credit facilives
and all cards taken. Open 6 days 9.30-5.30

: GHIRE

COTTAGE AUDIO 17 Bridge Street, Saxitby, Nr
Lincoln. LNI 2PZ. Tel: (01522) 702834. Evenings:
(01522) 696708. ATC, AVI. Chord amplifiers, Harbeth,
LFD, Michell, Origin Live Kinshaw, QED, Royd. Sansui
Sequence, Something solhd. Sonic Link, etc.
Demonstration rooms, Home trial facilities. Free
installations and above all a personal, friendly service

STAMFORD Hi-Fl, 9 Red Lion Square. Stamford,
Lincs. PE9 2A). Tel: (01780) 62128, Aiwa. Denon, KEF,
Kenwood. Marantz, Mission, NAD, Pioneer, Quad,
Technics, Yamaha, Plus all major speaker
manufacturers. Expert advice and comparator
demonstrations, on two floors. Part exchanged hi-fi
purchased for cash. No appointments necessary. Home
trial facilities, free installaton and service dept
Mastecard, Visa and Credit Charge Finance available.
Mon - Sat 9-5.30 pm. Closed Thursdays

ALPHABEC LTD 392 Finchley Road, London, NW2
2HR. Stockists of Bose. Boston, Clifford, Denon, Jamo,
JVC. Grundig, KEF, NAD, Onkyo. Panasonic. Sony,
Vivanco and Yamaha. Specialists in Mulu-Room
Instaltations. Full service facilities. Credit terms
available. Open Mon-Sat 0am-6pm. Thurs |0am-lpm
Tel: 0171 431 9133

AUDIO CONCEPT 27 Bond Street, Ealing, WS
SAS Tel: {0181) S67 8703. Acoustc Energy, Audiolab,
Aura, B&O, B&W, Boston Acoustics, Canon, Castle,
Dencon, Dual. Evolution, Infinity, JPW, KEF, Marantz,
Mission, Monitor Audio, Musical Fidelity, NAD,
Nakamichi, Onix, Quad, Revox, Rogers, Rotel,
Systemdek. Target, Teac. Thorens, Van den Hul.Two
dem rooms. Interest free credit, free local delivery &
nstallation, service department. "Hi-Fi Specialists
without the attitude’

A.A.P DISTRIBUTION, Unit F, 171
Riverside Business Centre, Haldane Place,
London, SWI8 4UQ. Tel. 018}-875-9696
Distribution for Osborn high-end loudspeakers
(e.g. floorstanding Eclipse) and Music labs
audiophile amplifiers and digital converters (e.g.
250 watt balanced input sterco power
amplifier). Write or phone for details of these
expensive but excellent vaiue products,

AUDIO T 190 West End Lane. West Hampstead.
(0171) 794-7848 Great Value on Acoustic Energy,
Arcam, Audiolab, 8&W, Denon. Linn, Marantz,
Meridian, Micromega. Mission, NAD, Proac, Quad,
Rotel. Technics, Trichord Research, Yamaha & many
more. Tues-Sat 10-6 Late Thurs untit 8.00. 3 year Hi-Fi
guarantee, 30 day free upgrades. Home
demonstravons. PX. Selected Interest Free Credit. 2
histening rooms, BADA Bonded.

AUDITORIUM |19 Middlesex Street. Bishopsgate,
London El 7JF. Tel: 0171 247 S000 Fax: 0171 247
0990. Friendly and honest advice on all your hifi and
multi-room requirements. full range of equipment from
Arcam, Bang & Olufsen, Cyrus, Denon, Epos. Kef.
Micromega, Mission, Naim, Neat, Ortofon. Rega.
Ruark, Shahinian and Xto. Opening hours; MOI‘\-EFI
10.30am-7 00pm: Sat_|1.00am-4.00pm. Only two mins
walk from Liverpool Street Station.

BABBER ELECTRONICS SERVICE CENTRE
158 Uxbridge Road, West Ealing, London, W3 8SB
Tel. 018) S79 631S Akai, Aiwa, A&R, Celestion, Dual,
Goodmans, Harman Kardon, ]BL,gVC, Kenwood.
Marantz, Panasonic. Sennheiser, Sony, ES range,
Tannoy, Technics, Wharfedale, Yamaha and many
more. Auth. Service Dept Credit Facilities. Open
10.30 - 5.30 Mon-Sat.

BILLY VEE SOUND SYSTEM 248 Lee High Road.
Lewisham, London SEI3 SPL.Tel: 0181 318 S755/0181
852 1321. Arcam, Denon, Marantz, Linn, Mission,
Cyrus, Naim, nakamichi, Quad, Rega, etc. 2 domestic
style listening lounges. Appts required, service dept,
home tral faclites, Int free credit card. nstant credit
access, Visa. Opened Mon-Sat 10-6.30, Closed
Thursday.

CHOICE Hi-F1 Tel. 0181 392 1959. Specialist deafers
in high end quality second-hand equipment. All main
brands in stock including Krell, Audio Research.
Wadia. Mark Levinson, Sonus Faber, Linn, Naim, SME
& many more. Generous price given on trade-in Part
exchange welcome. Also dealers for Trichord, SME,
Gamma. Trilogy, Lumley, Boulder & many more.

INFIDELITY 9 High Street, Hampton Wick,
Kingston-upon-Thames. Tel. (0181) 943 3530. for full
details see entry under SURREY

HIFI EXPERIENCE 227 Tottenham Court Road,
London W1, 0171 S80 353S. Arcam, Audiolab,
Mission, Cyrus, Quad, Celestion. Kef, Meridian,
Rogers, Tannoy, Yamaha, TDL. Thorens, Marantz.
Nakamichi, Musical Fidefity and many more. Open
10.00-7.00 Mon-Fri. 9-6 on Sat. Service dept. Credit
facilities, delivery and free installavion,

K | WEST ONE 26 New Cavendish St,, London
WIM 7LH. 0171 486 8262/63. Fax 0171 487 34S2.
Two hi-fi & two home cinema dem studios. Appts pref.
Home trial. Installation by arrangement. Service dept.
Major credit cards. Interest free credit on selected

items, Major brands stocked: Arcam, Audio Alchemy,
Audion, Audiolab, Audio Research, BAW Castle,
Chord. Copeland. DPA, Epos,Graaf, Harbeth, KEF,
Khpsch, Krell, Lexicon, Marantz. Martin Logan,
Menidian, Micheil, Micromega, Mission, Musical Fidelity,
Nitty Gritty, Pink, ProAc, Quad, Rel. Rotel, Oreile,
Sonus Faber, Stax, Tannoy, Theta, Unison Research,
Wilson Benesch. Open 6 days,

THE LISTENING ROOMS 161 Old Brompton
Road, London SWS OLJ. {0171} 244 7750/S9. Fax
(0171) 370 0192 Linn. Quad, Meridian, Nakarmich.
Arcam, Audiolab, Acoustic Energy, SME, Audio
Research, Krell. Wadia. Theta, Apogee, Martin Logan,
Pioneer, Tannoy, Systemdek, Stax, Pink Triangle,
Michell, Monitor Audio, Yamaha, Marantz. Kef, Bose,
Celesuon. Epos. Mission, Denon, Neat Pette. Mon-Sat
10-6pm

ORANGES AND LEMONS 61-63 Webbs Road,
Battersea, swil. Tel: 0171 924 2040. Juicy frurt from
London’s freshest Hi-Fi 7 Home Cinema retailer, now
n our second year. Telephone demonstrations, or just
pop in. All the usual, ie. friendly and efficient service,
free home installation, credit cards, 0% credit finance
available {subject to status). plus. all the very best from
Arcam, Cable Talk, Castle Acoustics. The Chord Co.,
Denon, Epos. Kef. Marantz, Micromega, NAD, Naim
Audio, Neat, Quad. Rega, Roksan, Rotel, Royd. Ruark,
Soundstyle, Stands Unique, Yamaha and more

THOMAS HEINITZ LTD 3S Moscow Road.
Bayswater, London, W2 4AH Tel0171 229 2077, Fax:
OI;I 727 9348. Nearest tube stations are Queensway
and Bayswater. Plenty of parking meters available.
Demonstration room available by appointment
Stockists of B&O, NAIM, REGA, Micromega, Cyrus,
Denon and Epos. Payment Via. Access, Visa, Cheques,
Cash and interest free credit facilicies (details on
request.) Open 10.30am-6 00pm, Tue-Sat

TIME & TUNE For T.V, video, Hi-Fi. and n-Car Hi-
Fi we are dealers of Awa, Bose, Hitachi, Jamo.
Kenwood. Marantz. Mitsubishi, Nad, Panasonic,
Pioneer, Sony, Technics. For these and more come and
see us at Time & Tune, 218-220 Whitechapel Rd,
London, El 1B]. Or call 0171 377 2000

UNIQUE AUDIO Tel: 0181 4507384 Specialists in
our field of high end. high Fidelity Audio Products incl:
Audiosynthesis, LFD, VPL. Audiophysics, Yamayuru,
Pink Triangle, QLN, Townsend, Credo, XLO.
Rockport, Michell, Impulse to name just a few! We are
also valve and vinyl experts and can offer ex-dem and
2nd hand equipment too. 9 00am-7 00pm Mon-Sat

AUDIO COUNSEL, |4 Shaw Road, Oldham, OLI
3LQ. Tel (0161) 633 2602 Fax (0161) 633 2502 Linn,
Naiim, Rega. Arcam, Rotel. Royd, Mission. Micromega.
Marantz, Shahinian, Celestion. Nakamichi, Dynavector.
Free nstaflation. Record Club. Major credit cards and
credit facthues. Open Tuesday-Saturday 10.00- S.30,
8pm on Thurs.

ORPHEUS AUDIO.. Passion for Total Fidehty
Authorised Dealer for. Acoustic Precision, Art Audio,
Audio Alchemy, Audio Analogue, Audiomeca, Audio
Physic, Audio Synthesis, Boulder, Burmester, Cabasse,
Conrad  Johnson, Croft. DPA, EAR,
Electrocompaniet, Forsell. Fullers, Gamma Acoustics,
Golden Tube, Graaf, Klipsch, Living Voice. Lowther
Voigt, Magnum. Meracus, OCM, Oracle. Orelle,
Ortofon, Papworth. Project, Pentachord, Pink Triangle,
Purist, QED, Sequence. Stax, Teac, Triangle, Trichord
Research, Totem, Unison Research, Yamamura
Churchill, YBA and others Free delivery/installation.
Call for list of part ex, bargam& Demonstrations by
arrangement in Standish (j27 of the M6), or in your
own home without obligation. Tel. 01257 473475
{evening calls welcome),

PRACTICAL HI-Fl 65 Bridge Street. Manchester
M3 3BQ Tel:- 0161 839 8869 See our main entry
under Lancaster

SWIFT OF WILMSLOW, 4.8 St. Annes Parade
Wilmslow Tel (0162S) S26213. Aura, B&W, Denon,
Kenwood. Marantz. NAD, Pioneer, Rotel, Tannoy,
Revolver, JPW, Open 9.30-6.00pm. 2 dem, rooms. No
pressure!

SERIOUS KIT Audio Note - Sugden - Pro-ac -
Harbeth - Neat - Trichord - Systemdek - Lyra -
Proceed - Target - Stemfoort - SME - Michell - Heart -
Keswick and more by appointment only Tel: 0161 793
6742

ZOUCH AUDIO Suppliers of quality Hi-Fi, Apollo,
Audio Analogue, AVI, Bow Technologies,
C.A.T Celestion, Chord Electronics, Creek, D.C.S.,
Dynalab, Graham, John Shearn, LA T, Lumley, MILT,
Magnum, Munrio, Musical Fidelicy, Musical Technology.
Neat, Opera, Orchid. Orelle, Sirius, Stands Unique,
Sumiko, Teac, Tice, Townshend. Transfiguration,
Unison Research, Wilson Benesch, X.T.C

Open 1000-5.30. Closed Monday. Zouch Audio, The
Old Coach House, off South Street. Ashby De La
Zouch, LE6S AN For further informaton call Michael
on 01530 414128 or 0976 S7187S

ACOUSTICA 7 Hoole Rd., Chester CH2 3NH Tel.
01244 344227. See our main ad under Cheshire.

WIRRAL HIFI (Audio Consultants) 17 Shore Bank,
Wirral, L62 108 TelFax. 01S1 64S 4621 We believe
in value for money. That's why we only stock audio
equipment that has been carefully selected for its price.
build, & most important excellent sound quality The
following manufacturers offer all this DPA, Gamma,
Klyne, Magnum, Monarchy, Orelle, Rose, Teac, Tube
Technology, XLO, Audio Synthests. Audio Alchemy,
Audiomeca, Audio Valve, Arion, Alon, Base, Bolder,
Carver, Cary Audio, Castle, Dynaudio,
Electroacompaniet, Golden Tube, Grado, Heybrook,
Lyra, Parasound, SD Acoustics, Shun Mook, Sound Lab,
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Stax. Sumiko, Trangle. For friendly advice. free local
delivery & nstallation. demonstration facihties by
appointment.

AUDIO T 159a Chase Side, Enfield. (0181) 367-3132.
Great Value on Acoustc Energy, Arcam, Audiolab,
Celestion, Cyrus, Denon, Kenwood. KEF, Linn,
Marantz, Meridian, Micromega, Mission, NAD,
Nakamichi. Quad, Rotel. Trichord Research.Yamaha &
many more. Tues-Fr1 9.30-6. Sat 9.30-5.30. 3 year Hi-Fi
Euarantee. 30 day free upgrades. PX. Sefected Interest

ree 2 hstening rooms Home Cinema speciahists.
BADA Bonded

MUSICAL JMAGES 45 High Street. Hounslow,
Middiesex. Tel (0181) 569 5802 Fax. (0181) 569 6353

MUSICAL IMAGES 173 Stauon Road, Edgeware,
Middlesex. Tel. (0181) 952 5535 . Fax (0181) 952
5535 Most brands available - see full page
advert Interest free credit, ask for details. Demo
rooms. Repairs & Service. Sunday opening - Open all
week. A Home Cinema Specialist Mail order Part
exchange.

RIVERSIDE HI-F1 LTD 422 Richmond Road. East
Twickenham Middx TW| 2EB. Tel: 0t81 892 7613.
Fax. 0181 892 7749. E-mail:
soundadvice@riversidehifi co.uk. Internet:
httpriwww.riversidehifi.co.uk/  “Where dreams come
true”. Experience the ultimate in home theatre.
Stzrrmi DTS and AC3 supported by Angstrom, Bank
& Olufsen. Owin, Denon, Harman, Krell, Lexicon,
Maroin Logan, NHT, Onkyo. Pioneer. Rel. RCF,
Yamaha, TV and projection systems. 2 screen home
cinema complex. 0% finance available countrywide
{subject to status). Professional home installatiion and
design consultancy. Open Monday to Saturday 10am-
$ 30pm

’

BASICALLY SOUND The Old School. School
Road, Bracon Ash (Nr Norwich}, Norfolk, NR14
8HG Tel (01508) S70 829. Stockists of the following
teading Hi-Fi:Arcam, Audiolab, Audio Alchemy,
Denon, Naim, Epos. Micromega. Heybrool.
Nakamichi, Rotel, Royd, TDL, Beyer, Grado.
Sennheiser, Dynavector, and more.Bada members, 2
comprehensive demo rooms

ZEROTH AUDIO GT Yarmouth.Tel:(01493)
443693 Audio analyst and consultant. supplier of
quality new and second user audiophile equipment for
Norfolk and Suffolk. Authorised stockist of Trichord
Research, Orelle/XTC. Bandor, CableTalk etc, please
phone for full list. Computer aided reports on your
current system, advice updates etc. Appointments
only.
AORTHMAMPTON

CLASSIC HI-F1 At Classic Hi-Fi we cover the best
in quality sounds. Be it a question of taste. a question
of balance or a question of price, we're the ones to
help. We stock Marantz, Nad. Pioneer, Aura. Yamaha,
Heybrook, LFD, Sugden. Rotel, Kenwood, B & W, Kef,
Rogers, Monitor Audio. |PW, Shearne Audio, Royd.
Audio Alchemy, Teac and many more For more
details call. 01536 310855

LISTEN INN 32 Gold Street, Northampton. NNI
IRS Tel (01604) 37871 Fax: (01604) 601 430. Linn.
Rega. Audiolab, Naim. Denon. Arcam, KEF, Marantz,
Royd. Micromega, Mission. Rotel, Myryad, Epos, and
more Open 10am-5.30pm (closed Thursday).

‘ AT
CASTLE SOUND & VISION 48-50 Maid Marian
Way, Nottingham, NGi 6GF Tel 01159 584 404.
Nottingham's newest & largest hi-fi & home theatre
store, serving the whole of the region. Brands stocked
include. Alchemist. Audio Valve, Blueprint, Boston
Acoustics, Castle Acoustics, Chario, Chord
Electronics. DMP, Denon, Henley, Jeff Rowland, Jolda,
Kef, Keswick. Klyne, Lexicon. Loewe, Marantz, Mark
Levinson, Micromega, Monarchy, NHT. Naim,
Nordost, Pink Triangle. Pioneer, Project Turntables.
Precious Metals, QLN, Quad, Rel, Revox, Sheffield
Lab, Solid Steel, Sonic Frontiers. Sony Projection
Systems, Stands Umique. Stereophile. Talk Electronic.
Wilson Benesch and XLO New brands arriving all the
ume Llarge showroom and three dem rooms. Home
dems and a full installation service are available -
including multiroom Open 10.00 am - 6.00 pm
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday & Saturday; 11.30 am - 8.00
pm Wednesd ut of hours app can also
be arranged

CHANTRY AUDIO 18-18a Eidon Street, Tuxford,
Nr Newark, Notts, NG22 OLH. Tel. 01777 870372.
Pink Triangle, Absolute Sounds, Micromega, DPA,
Alchemist, CD developments, SME. Meridian, Ruark.
Rotel/Michi, Audion, Monitor Audio + much more
Three demo rooms inc Home Cinema, home trial,
free instaliation, service dept. Access, visa, credit
faciliies, Mail order, Mon-Sat 9.30-6.00. Sun and
evenings by appointment.

DEFINITIVE AUDIO serves the first ume
purchaser and the seasoned audiophile with the same
nigh level of care and interest Qur aim 1s long term
customer satisfaction We achieve this with quality
impartial advice, quality back up and service and
genuine nterest tn your needs. We have an
established reputation for achieving sound quality
benchmarks with innovation. We have an extensive
range of carefully selected agencies We are open
Mon-Fry 9.30-6.30, Sat 10.00-1 30.
VisalMastercardiAmex. Deliveries nationwide and
worldwide Extensive second hand stock. components
from £10.00 to £75000 Call for more information
TelFax (0115) 9813562

NOTTINGHAM HI-FI CENTRE |20-122 Alfreton
Road, Nottngham. Tel.- 01602 786919 Over 25 years
expertence, superb demo rooms. extensive range. free
parking. Mon-Sat 9-5 30
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ASTLEY AUDIO LTD 3 Marketplace. Wallingford
{midway between Oxford and Reading). 01491
839305. Aura, B&W, Technics, Panasonic, Pioneer,
Kenwood, Sony, Yamaha, Denon, Dual, Marantz,
Mission, Tannoy. Kef, Mordaunt Short One Listening
and one Home Cinema room. Home trial, free
installation. Service department Access, Visa, Amex,
Diners. Instant credit. Tues-Fri 9-5.30, Sat 9-5.
Records & CDs stocked.

OVERTURE HI-FI, 3 Church Lane, Banbury, OX16
8LR. Tel (01295) 272158 Arcam, Bose, Denon,
Heybrook. KEF, Linn Products, Mission, NAD, Naim
Audio, Quad. Yamaha. For sensible unbrased advice,
call Oxfordshire's audio experts. Superb demo
facilies. No appts. necessary, service dept. free install,
home trial AccessfVisa. instant credit. Mon-Fri 10-6,
Sat 9.30-5.30.

AUDIO T 19 Old High Street, Headington, Oxford
(01865) 65961. Great Value on Acoustic Energy,
Arcam, Audiolab, Cyrus, Denon, KEF, Linn. Maranz,
Meridian, Micromega. Mission, NAD, Pioneer, Quad.
Rotel, Technics, Trichord Research. Yamaha & more
Tues-Fri 10-6. Sat 9.30-5.30. Thurs unti! 800. 3 year
Hi-Fi guarantee. 30 day free upgrades. PX. Selected
Interest Free. 2 listening rooms. Home Cinema
specialists. BADA Bonded.

OXFORD AUDIO CONSULTANTS, Cantay
House, Park End Street, Oxford OXI IjE. Tel (01865)
791665 Quad. Denon, Spendor, Aura, Micromega,
Ruark. B&W, Pink Triangle, Roksan, Kreli, Sonus
Faber, NAD, Rotel, Musical Fidelity, Pioneer, Marantz,
Rogers, TDL, Demo room, Home trial and free
installation. Instant credit, Access, Amex, Visa. 10-6
Mon-Sat.

WESTWOOD & MASON 46 George Street,
Oxford. TelfFax 01865 247783. Open 10.00am -
5.00pm. Closed all day Thursday Demonstration by
appointment if possible. Spacious demonstration
lounge. We stock * Natm, Rega, Arcam, Mission,
Marantz, Denon, Yamaha, Klipsch. Royd. B&W, Ayra,
Rotel, Chord Co . Infinity. KEF, etc.

ADAMS & JARRETT Hi-Fi and Home Cinema
Specialist Phone or visit us at 6-18, Norman Road, St
Leonards-on-Sea. E.Sussex. (01424) 437165/432398
Stockist of quality equipment including. Audio
Innovations, Meridian, KEF, Ruark. Marantz, NAD, JBL.
Royd, Dall, Jamo, Onkyo, Rel, Traget. Cable Talk.
Techmes. TDC. Yamaha. Kenwood. Air conditioned
listening rooms on site service and repair facilities

SHROPSHIRE HIFI St Michael Street, Shrewsbury,
Shrops. SYI 2ES. Tel 01743 232065. Stockists of
Musical Fidelity, Mordaunt Short, Sony, Kenwood.
Pioneer, Rotel, Denon, B&W, Proac. Audio Visual.
Products available Open 9 30 - 5.30pm Mon-Sat.
A\ 208

SOUND OF MUSIC The alternative Hi-Fi shop.
01270 214143 AKG., AV.L, Alchemist, B.C.D.,
Blueprint, Castell, Chord Co., Deva, Dynaudio,
Dynavector, Electrocompaniet, John Shearn, Kef,
Lexicon, Michell, Myryad. Nordost, Ortofon, Project,
Projeke Stands, Q.L.N., Restek, Roksan, Stands
Unique, Teac

) "

AANVIL AUDIO, Tel/Fax 01359 240687
Mobile 0467 404874 Music from the Sound
Foundry! Suppliers of: [Audio Physic]:
loudspeakers, Adyton amplifiers, Meracus: CO
transports, players, DAC's pre and power
amplifiers, Yamamura Churchill: cables and
accessories, ART: Accessories  Mail Order
Accessories/CD's Cable/Amp Stock Clearance:
Phone or fax for further details and ex-demo
hardware offers. Most major credit cards
accepted

ANGLIA AUDIO The Street. Hessett, Bury St
Edmonds, Suffolk IP30 9AZ Tel. 01359 270212. “Hi-
Fi and speaker centre dedicated to quality hi-fi since
1971. Open 10-6. Closed Weds and Sundays Evening
and Sunday Dems by appointment.

AUDIO IMAGES 7 All Saints Road, Pakefield, South
Lowestoft, Suffolk. NR33 6JL. Telifax. 01502 582853.
Quad, Triangle, Arcam, Castie, Rotel, Moth, JPW,
Sugden. Mission. Project. Denon, Yamaha surround
sound Audio Innovations, plus the amazing
ROTHWELL range. Scparate dem room, no appts
nec. 10-6.30 Tues-Thurs, 7pm Fri. 6pm Sat

EASTERN AUDIO 4| Bramford Road, Ipswich, Tel.
01473 217 217 Fax 01473. 215705. Quad. Arcam,
Audiolab, Meridian, Mission. Denon, Rotel. Marantz.
NAD, Sony. Rogers. Nakamichi, Systemdek, Technics.
Celestion, B&W, Tannoy, Morel Thorens and Top
Tape. Also stock a wide range of accessories usual
credit factliies A BADA dealer.

STOWSOUNDS audio consultants, Stone Farm,
Borough Lane, Great Finborough, Stowmarket, Tel.
01449 675060. We offer genuine impartal advice and
demonstrations of quality audio equipment, racks and
accessories. Demonstration by appointment here or
n your own home. Some ex-demo and second-hand
quip Phone for a consul , d
or price hsts and product information.

aton,

U

INFIDELITY 9 High Street,Hampton Wick, Kingston
upon Thames, Surrey. KT 4DA. Tel. 0181 943 %S}D.
Stockists of: Arcam, Creek, Epos. Heybrook,
Micromega. Naim Audio, Neat, Rega. Roksan, Rotel,
Royd. Teac, Yamaha. Open Teues - Saturday. 10.30am
- 700pm

ROGERS HIF! 13 Bridge Strcet Guildford, Surrey.
(01483) 561049 B&W, Castle. Denon, Dual, JBL.
Harmon Kardon, Kenwood, Marantz. Micromaga.
Mordaunt Short, Moth, Mynad, Musical Fidelity,
Pioneer, Rel, Royd, Ruark. Systemdexik, Tannoy, TDL,
Teac, Thorens. Dem facilives available, no appts
necessary. frec installation, service dept. AccessVisa,
Instant credit upto £1,000 subject to status. Monday-
Saturday, 9.30-6pm, later by appt

SPALDINGS HI-FI 352-4 Lower Addiscombe Rd..
Croydon, Surrey, CRO 7AT. 0181 654 1231/2040. 3
dem rooms and home dem. Free installation/credit
Meridian, Linn, Naim, Quad, Arcam, Audiolab,
Mission, Denon. Tannoy. Marantz, Ruark. Mon-Sat 9-6.
Tues 9-8. . Service dept. (3 Dem rooms incl. AV. 0%
credit).

SURREY HIF! 45 High Street. Godstone, Surrey.
RH9 8LS. {01883) 744755. Demonstration rooms &
Free parking available. “Home Cinema on
Demonstration.” Arcam, Audiolab, Kef, Kef
Reference, Rogers, TDL, Thorens, Denon, Bose,
Marangz, Yamaha. M&K Sub-woofers. Musical Fidelity,
Cable Talk, Qudos, Stands Unique. Alphason. Target,
Partington, Atacama Stands, Bayer Headphones,
Sennheiser. 0% interest. Credit Cards. Free
installation service dept. Closed all day Wednesday.

UNILET SOUND & VISION 35 High
Street. New Malden, Surrey. Tel (0181) 942
9567 or Fax. (0181) 336 0820. Six superb dem
rooms, Interest free credit on all leading
brands * Also Open Sundays 10 - 4.00pm.

ZEBRA 8-24 Brighton Road, South Croydon. Tel:-
0181 - 688 2093. The UK's First and Finest Home
Cinema Store 3 Demonstration Rooms. Laser Disc
CRT and Projection TV Centre. Many brands stocked
including Arcam, Audiolab, Merdian, Lexicon, Kef,
Pioneer, Rotel, Yamaha. REL and Panasomic. Mon-Sat
9.30-6.00pm. All major credit cards accepted. Finance
available. Evening demonstrations by appointment

ADAMS & JARRETT Hi-Fi and Home Cinema
Specialist. Phone or wisit us at 6-18, Norman Road, St
Leonards-on-Sea, E.Sussex. (01424) 437165/432398.
Stockist of quality equipment including: Audio
Innovations, Meridian, KEF, Ruark. Marantcz, NAD, JBL,
Royd. Daly, Jamo, Onkyo, Rel, Traget. Cable Talk.
Techmcs, TDC, Yamaha, Kenwood. Air conditioned
listening rooms, on site service and repair facilities.

THE POWERPLANT “Brighton’s Leading Hifi
Shop". 66 North Street, Brighton, Tel. 01273 775978,
Comfortable listening rooms. Knowledgeable and
approachable staff. Roksan, Micromega, Exposure,
Audiolab, Epos. Rotel. Marantz, Cyrus, Regal, Arcam,
Mission and more.

USSEX (WES

AUDIO DESIGNS 26 High Street, East Grinstead,
West Sussex RHI9 3AS Tel/Fax (01342) 314569. Hi-
Fi, Home cimema + multi room specialists. Authorised
specialists of: Arcam, Audiolab, Castle, Cyrus, Epos,
KEF, Linn (inc AVS1}, Marantz, Mission. Naim, Pioneer
(inc LaserDisc), Quad. Rel, Rotel. Sony, Soundstyle.
Stands Unique. Target. Thorens. Yamaha & more 3
dedicated demonstration rooms - Hi-Fi & Home
anema. Service dept 0% finance available 9.30-6.00
Mon-Sat. Late by appointment.

DEFINITIVE AUDIO Tei/fax Brighton 01273
276716. We specialise in the assembly of natural
sounding dynamic audio systems which use high
quality valve amphfication and high efficiency
loudspeakers. If dynamic. effortless sound with natural
timbre appeals to you give us a ring. If you prefer
small strained wearing transistor sound don't bother.
If you are a first ime buyer bewildered by the amount
of choice and opinion give us a ring anyway. Selected
components from: Arcadia, Audio Innovations, Audio
Note. Border Patrol, Bravura, Goldring, Living Voice,
SME, Voyd. Relaxed demonstrations in com%ortable
home enviroment. Appointments only please.
Visa/Access. No Credit

HEATHERDALE AUDIO LTD 202 Findon Road.
Worthing, Sussex. Tel:- 01903 872288 or 0860
660001 eves. Three comfortable demonstration
lounges where you can audition; Audionote, Krell,
Audio Research, Kiipsch, Martin Logan. Apogee, Sonus
Faber. Theta, SM.E Copland, Voyd, Magneplanar,
EMF. Lumley Reference, Creek, Rotel. Heybrook.
Clearaudio. Phone for used stock list.

We are the South Coast's Premier Hi-Fi Specialist”

TYNE A WEAN

FERROGRAPH SPARES & SERVICES Reel to
reel tape recorder servicing facilities.spare part and
refurbished equipment supphers.Man brands
supported: Ferrograph and Revox.. In total. around
90% of the entire range of Ferrograph spare parts are
still available from stock. Our service department also
covers all Ferrograph recorders from the range. Call
today for further information. Suite 7, Cookson
House, River Drive, South Shiclds, Tyne and Wear,
NE33 1)X. Tel. 0191 427 7774 Fax:0191 427 5566 E-
mal lee@ferrograph.win-uk.net

CHSHIRE
THE LEAMINGTON HI-Fi CO 23a Regent Street,
Leamington Spa, Warwks CV32 SE|. Tel: 01926
888644 Fax: 01926 887486. E-mail.
k.browne@bbcncs.org.uk Arcam, Audiolab, Quad,
Meridian, Marantz, Denon, Pioneer, Yamaha, NAD,
Micromega, Mission, Kef, Celestion, Atacama,
Technics, Trichord, TDL. Rel. Ixos. Single speaker
dem room. We do not use any comparetors. We also
have full demonstration of Projection T.V. with
Laserdisc and full Pro Logic systems. Part exchange
welcome. Please phone or E-mail for prices. We have
in stock over 200 Laserdiscs. Call for our latest
catalogue

SOUNDS EXPENSive .. .

Warwks CV21 2QF. Tel: 01788 54772, Agents 101.
Arcam, Audiolab, B&O, Castle, Celestion, Denon,
Dual, Kef, Mission, Marantz, Meridan. Pioneer, Quad,
Rotel, Sony, Tannoy, Yamaha & many more. 2 year
warranty on all hi-fi separates. 2 Demonstration
rooms, Home Trials, All Major Credit Cards
Accepted, Mail Order Welcome. Ring Now For
Keenest Prices. Open Monday - Saturday 9-5.30
Closed Wednesday. If We Haven't Got It It's Probably
Not Worth Having.

STRATFORD HI-FI 10a Chapel Street, Stratford
upon Avon, Warwickshire. Tel: (01789) 414533.
Arcam, B&W, Bose, Cyrus, Denon, KEF, Marantz,
Micromega, Mission, Momitor, Audio, NAD, Panasonic.
Onkyo, Pioneer, Rotel. Sony. Technics, Yamaha.
Demonstration room. Service facilities. Mail order.,
Interest free credit. Open 9.30-5.30 Monday to
Saturday. all major credit cards.

MIDLANDS

AMADEUS SOUND & VISION 10 Boldmere
Road, Sutton Coldficid, West Midlands. Tel. 0121 354
231 1. Audio Innovations, B&O. Castle, John Shearn,
QED. Rotel, Wharfedale. Single speaker demo. appts
preferred, service available, installations, B&O link
install, home trials, Access/Visa. interest free credit
available subject to status. 9.30-6.00pm 6 days.

WESY

FRANK HARVEY HI FI EXCELLENCE 163 Spon
Street Coventry Tel: 01203 525200 Fax: 01203
631403 Audiolab - Audio Alchemy-Atacama Aura -
Arcam - Audio Quest - Alphason - Apollo - Bang &
Olufson - Bose - Castle - Canon - Cable Tatk -
Celestion - Chord - Cyrus - Denon - Dual Foundation
- Heybrook - IXOS - Kef Reference - JBL - JPW - jamo
- Kenwood - Lasor Disc Marantz - Meridian - Monitor
Audio - Micromega - Mission - Michell Gyrodek
Monster - Morduant Short - Musical Fidehty -
Nakamichi - NAD - Ortofon - Onkyo - Panasonic -
Pioncer - Polk Audio - Quad - QED - REL - Rega -
Revolver - Rogers - Rotel - Royd - Sennheiser -
Systemdek - Target - Teac - Technics - Tannoy -
Thorens - TDL - Van Den Huf - Wessex - Yamaha
Much Much More In Store on 3 Fioors 4000 SQ Feet
with 3 Dedicated Hi Fi Demo Rooms of the very Best
Hi Fi Plus 2 A/V Demo Rooms. Nice staff Nice coffee.
Appts Nec. Service Dept. Free Install & Home Trial.
All Credit Facihues. Plus Interest Free Credit. Open
9.30am to 5.30pm Monday to Saturday.

GRIFFIN AUDIO 94 Bristol 5t.. Birmingham, BS
7AH Tel. 0121 622 2230 Fax 0121 666 6795. Tues-Sat
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Enjoy music at home with a system
from Griffin Audio. We demonstrate and install the
very best hi-fi. with systems from £500 to £25 000.
Ask for Bob, Tim or Alex. Stockists of Arcam, Denon,
Linn, Musical Technology, Naim, Quad. Rega.
Shahunian, Stax.

WILTSHIRE

AUDIO T 60 Fieet Street, Swindon. (01793) 538222
Great Value on Acoustic Energy, Arcam, Audiolab,
Cyrus, Denon. KEF, Linn, Marantz, Meridian.
Micromega, Mission, NAD, Naim, Nakamichi, Quad.
Rotel, Technics, Trichord Research. Yamaha & many
more. Tues-Sat 9.30-6 3 year Hi-Fi guarantee. Free
delivery & installation. 30 day free upgrades. Home
demonstrations. PX. Selected Interest érec Credit. 2
listening rooms. Home Cinema specialists. 8ADA
Bonded.

SALISBURY HI-FI LTD, |5 Catherine Street.
Salisbury, Wiltshire SPI 2DF. Tel (01722) 322169
Arcam, B&W, Celestion, Denon, KEF. Kenwood.
Marantz. Meridian, Micromega. NAD. Ruark, Sony.
Yamaha. 2 Dem rooms. Friendly, relaxed atmosphere.
Professional advice. Home dem available. Service
department, Free installation. Home trial facilities.
Access, Visa, Amex. Interest frec credit. Instant credit
Open Mon-Sat 9-5.30.

THE RIGHT NOTE - See under AVON heading

MUSICAL INTENTIONS 'PLEASE NOTE OUR
INTENTION 15 FOR YOU TO ENJOY MUSIC’
Please see main lineage entry under ‘Avon’

WORCESTERSHIRE

COLORAMA H-Fl 27 Kingfisher Walk, Kingsfisher
Centre. Redditch, Worcs B97 4EY (01527) 597260.
Marantz. Rotel, Harman Kardon. Ixos. Sennheiser,
Teac. NAD, Onkyo. TDL, Polk Audio, B&W. Full Pro-
logic products. In-store integraated dem faciliues. No
appts required, service dept Access, Visa. Open 9-
5.30, closed Thursdays

MIDLAND AUDIO EXCHANGE I8, Franche
Road. Kidderminster, Worcs, DYI1 SAD. Tel. 01562
822236 Mobile. 0421 605966.Open seven days a
week, 9.30am to 6.30pm. By appointment. Evening
demos arranged.2 demo rooms, home demos. Part
exchange always welcome,service facility, free
delivery. Analogue Hi-End specialist, Agencies include
Rokan,Rega, Audionote. Audio Alchemy, Apogee,
Proceed, B&W Tech, Heybrook. Sonic link, Q.L.N.
and many more.Access. Visa and Switch, finance on
request.

SPAINS HI-FI 2 & 2a New rd. Bromsgate Worc's
Tet: 01527 872460. Aura, Apollo, Audioquest, ba&w,
Denon, Harmon Kardon, jbl. jvc, Kef. Kenwood.
Marantz, Mission, nad. Nakamichi, Onkyo, Pionecr,

al=a=-dealer

ged, rel, Revolver, Rotel. Sennheiser, Sony, Tannoy. @ [N

Thorens, etc. 2 Demonstration Rooms, Home Cinema
Speciahists, 0% Finance available on sclected products,
Part Exchange welcome, on site service dept; wide
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. cogan, Arcam. 9-5.30 Mon-Sat.
s appt only.

YORKSHIRE (NORTH)

HARROGATE HIi-Fl, 15 Commercial Street,
Harrogate, N.Yorks. Tel {01423) 504274. One of the
best ranges of quality hui-fi in the North of England,
including Lumley valve amplificatron. Audio Research,
Musical Fidelity, Martin Logan. Sonus Faber, Castle,
Orelle. Michell. Ruark, Stax. Copland. Tannoy, NAD,
Onkyo. Rotel. Meridian, Lexicon. Project, Silver
Sounds, Cogan Hall. DNM. Home Cinema dems.
Home dems. (appts. not always required). Service
Deptr. All major credit cards accepted. Credit facilities
avarfable. Open 10-6. Why? Because music matters.

YORKSHIRE (SOUTH)

HIFI STUDIOS DONCASTER The best range of
quabity hi-fi in the north of England - Pro-Ac. Ruark,
Densen, Audtolab. Castle, Impulse {horns), Alchemist.
Teac. Michell (full range), Stax Audio Physic, Audio
Note, Notungham Analogue. SME. TRA QLN.. T.D.L.
Opera, Aurum. Etalon, Monitor Audio,
Electrocompaniet, Pro-jekt, Sequence, Trichord
Research, Unison (valves), Living Voice, Exposure,
Blueprint. Harbeth, Celesuon, Audiquest. Lynwood,
Klipsch & Yamaha Home Cinema. BADA members.
Phone feff or Neil on 01302 781387

MOORGATE ACOUSTICS 8 Westgate Chambers,
Rotherham Tel: 01709 370666, 184 Fitzwillam Street,
Sheffield Tel: 01142 756048 - Audio Alchemy,
Atacama. Arcam. Audio Lab, Audio Quest, Beyer,
Bose. Canon, Castle, Cyrus, Celstion, Denon, Jamo,
John Shearn (Amplifiers), Linn. Maranzz. Mission, REL
(Sub Woofers). Rogers {Speakers & Amplifiers), Royd.
Sennheiser, Spendor, Tannoy “D", T.D.L., Technics,
Yamaha. Demo rooms {6), Home Cinema, Access,
Visa, Switch, Interest free credit (details available upon
request), up to 5 years guarantee.

SOUNDWAVE AUDIO 22 Lord Mayor's Walk,
York, YO3 THA. Tel. 01904 646309. Hi-Fi sales ncl.
NAD, Onkyo, Dali, Cerwin Vega, Teac, Kenwood,
Ortofon, Alchemist, famo and many others. In-house
workshops for repairs and svcg. on all makes. Dem-
room incl. Home Cinema. No pushy sales staff!! Just
good equipment and a friendly atmosphere.

SOUND ORGANISATION YORK, 2b Gillygate,
York Y03 7EQ. Tel (01904) 627108. Carefully chosen
Hi-Fi and AV equipment includes Arcam. B&W.
Denon, Linn, M&K subwoofers, Naim, Rega. Rotel,
Royd, etc 3 dem rooms incl. Home Cinema and Multi-
room facihties. Service Department. Home
installattons. Instant Credit and major credit cards .
Closed Mondays Phone for chat and more details.

VICKERS HI-FI 24 Gillygate, York. Tel:(01904)
629659 There's a lot we could say - but it's all there
already in our ad in this issue. (See Main ad index on
page 130 to find Vickers) ..Why not look at the whole
picture!

YORKSHIRE (WEST)

AUDIO PROJECTS 45 Headingley Lane, Leeds Tel:
(0113) 230 4565. Eve. Tel: 0973 834 724 'Linn Hifi,
Linn AV, Arcam, Myryad, Castle. Musical Technology,
Loewe, Creek. Kef Custom, etc. Installations a
speciality. Home Trials. Linn & QED multiroom
systems on demonstration. Tues-Fri 9.30-6.00, Sac
10.00- 5.00

HUDDERSFIELD HI-FI CENTRE 4 Cross Church
St. Huddersfield. (01484) 544668. B&W, Cyrus,
Kenwood, Denon, Rotel, Arcam, Musical Fidelity,
Quad, Audio Lab, Marantz. Mission. ect. Dem facilities
- appointment reqd. Mon-Sat 9-5.30. Thurs 9-8. Closed
Wed. Free installation. credit facifities. Access, Visa

PREMIER AUDIO Wakefield (01924) 255045. A
brand new company offering a range of exciting
Audiophile products carefully sefected and
professionally demonstrated. Equipment includes
Audio Synthesis. Chord Company, Classé. cable Talk,
DPA, EAD, Exposure, Harbeth, Kora, Mirage,
Myryad,Orelle, Trichord and many others.
demonstration facilities, Home demonstrations & Free
installation. Part Exchange & used equipment Available.
telephone for details and opening offers.

CENTRAL
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-v. Rose St

-vs. 1 Haddington Place,

__<uv 556 7901 and 44 Cow Wynd, Falkirk

v1324 62901 1. Audiolab, Cyrus, Sound-Bytes,

Meridian, etc. Most major Brands stocked. Free five
year guarantee on all loudspeakers. keen prices.

JAMES KERR & Co. 145 Bath St Glasgow 0141 226

5711. Glasgow's oldest established hifi specialist. now

at new larger premises

DUMFRIES & GALLOWAY

RIVER HI-FI 28 Church Crescent, Dumfries
(situated above Barnstorm Records) Tel. 01387
267048 Fax. Mobile: 0468 038306. Selected
Agencies include: Naim, Rega. Roksan, Ruark.
Alchemist, Pro-Ac, Kef, Trichord, Marantz,
QLN, Tannoy. Orelle, Rotel, Teac. Audiomeca.
Triangle, Castle, Opera, Infinity, Densen,
Musical Fidelity, Neat, Revox, Apogee,
Ortofon. Pro-ject Turntables, Sennheiser, Stax,
Grado, Primare, Jeff Rowland, Marston,
Soundstyle, Stands Unique, Atacama, Nordost.
Van den Hul, Chord Company, MIT, etc.

* Showroom and 2 Listening Rooms
"Appointments and home demonstrations
available.

LOTHIAN

LOUD & CLEAR 520 St Vincent Street. Finniestone,
Glasgow G3 8XZ. Tel: (0141) 221 0221 - not just
another hi-fi shop, combining friendly advice with
specially selected products and the keenest prices.
Three dem rooms and full service installation faciltives.
Interest Free Credit available on selected products.
Naim, Exposure, Alchemist. Marantz, Denon, Rotel,
Teac, Systemdek. Awa, Kef. Tannoy. TDL. Mordaunt
Short, Royd, Epos. Mon-Sat 10.00am - 6.00pm.
Thursday 10.00 am - 7.00pm. Complimentary parking
at PC World. Finniestone Street,

COLIN MACKENZIE’S HIFI CORNER 52
Gordon Street Glasgow 0141 248 2840. Rose St
Edinburgh 0131 220 1535, | Haddington Place,
Edinburgh 0131 556 7901 and 44 Cow Wynd. Falkirk
01324 629011. Audiolab. Cyrus, Sound-Bytes,
Meridian, etc. Most major Brands stocked. Free five
year guarantee on all foudspeakers, keen prices.

JAMES KERR & Co., 145 Bath St, Glasgow 0141 226
5711. Glasgow's oldest established hifi specialist, now
at new larger premises

MUSIC MILL 72 Newhaven Road, Edinburgh EH6
SQG. Tel: 0131 555 3963 Fax: 0131 555 3964. Audio
Research, Copland, Naim Audio, Krell, Roksan.
Marantz. AVI, Martin Logan, Pro-Ac, Wilson Audio,
Wilson Benesch Theta Digital, Transparant Audio,
Alchemist, AVI, Quadraspire. Stands Unique. Listening
Rooms. Free Parking, Fult Workshop, Delivery and
Installation. Open Mon-Sat 10-6.00 pm. Please phone
for a map or contact Raoul, Fraser, Mark. or Mike.

GRAMPIAN

HOLBURN HI-F 441 Holburn Street, Aberdeen.
Tei: 01224 585713. Arcam. Audiolab, B&W, Celestion,
Denon. Dual, Epos, Heybrook, ION, Kenwood. Creek,
Marantz, Meridian, Mission, Cyrus, M.S., NAD,
Nakamichi. Pioneer, QED, Quad, Revox, Rotel, Ruark.
Tannoy, Technics, Wharfedale, Yamaha. 9.30-5.30
Mon-Sat.

AYRSHIRE

THE SOUND FOUNDATION The Sound
Foundation, 22 Nelson Street, Kilmarnock. Ayrshire.
KAl IBA (01563) $74185. Equipment by Sugden,
Audio Note, ProAc, Harbeth, Michell. Castle, Voyd.
Trichord Research, Firax and Stands Unique. Full credit
facilities available, all major credit cards accepted

STRATHCLYDE

COLIN MACKENZIE’S HIFI CORNER 52
Gordon Street Glasgow 014 248 2840. Rose St
Edinburgh 0131 220 1535, | Haddington Place,
Edinburgh 0131 556 7901 and 44 Cow Wynd. Falkirk
01324 62901 1. Audiolab, Cyrus, Sound-Bytes,
Meridian, etc. Most major Brands stocked. Free five
year guarantee on all loudspeakers, keen prices.

JAMES KERR & Co., 145 Bach St, Glasgow 0141 226
5711, Glasgow's oldest established hifi specialist. now
at new larger premises

STEREO STEREO 278 St Vincent Street, Glasgow,
Tel: 0141 248 4079 E mail Stereo @ cix.
compulink.co.uk We will supply the most musical
sound for your budget and if you take the ume to visit
us we will take the time to return the compliment with
free installation of your chosen equipment, Open 10-

6.00pm closed Sunday, Tuesday Installation Nation-
wide Interest free credit available

NORTH WALESS

ACOUSTICA 17 Hoole Rd., Chester CH2 3NH Tel:
01244 344227. See our main ad under Cheshire.

ACTON GATE AUDIO 4 Ruabon Road, Wrexham,
North Wales, Tel.01978 364500. Audio Visual
Specialists. Aiwa. Arcam, Aura, Bose. B&W, Beard,
Canon, Celestion, Castle. Denon. Jamo. Marantz,
Michelt, Mission, Mordaunt Short. Pro-Ject. Musical
Fidelity, NAD, Nacamichi, Micromega, QUAD,
Radford. Rotel, Rega. Ruark. Tannoy, Thorens, UKD.
Yamaha. DSP Club Member, Demo Room, instaflation
service. Easy Parking and Motorway access. Ali major
credit cards accepted. 9.30 - 5.30 daily. Closed Weds
pm.

ELECTRO TRADER |9 Colwyn Crescent, Rhos on
Sea. Colwyn Bay, Clwyd, Wales. LL2B 4RN. (01492}
548932. NOW APPOINTED SUGDEN DEALER FOR
THE NORTH WEST. Rotel, Yamaha. NAD, Harman.
Kardon, Teac, Alphason, Heco, Infinity, KEF, JBL.
Sugden,Tannoy, Rotel Michi, Haybrook, Acoustic
Research. Ruark and Soundstyle tri-pod racks etc.
Dem room appts. preferred. Home trial. Free install.
Access, Visa, Open 9.30 - 1.00, 2.00 - 5.30 Mon-Sat.

GLAMORGAN (SCUITH)

AUDIO EXCELLENCE 134-6 Crwys Road Cardiff
CF2 4NR. Tel. 01222 228565 Fax. 01222 39820!. All
that's best in hi-fi carefully selected and demonstrated
by friendly knowledgeable staff, at prices to suit all
budgets. Delivery and mstallation, home dems, part
exchange, in house workshops, full credit facilities with
interest free on selected items. Tuesday — Saturday
9.00 - 5.30. Closed Monday.

SOUND DR. JULES SWANSEA. 01792280 061. Call
now for price list, UK or overseas. Hi end new and
pre-owned hi-fi at an affordable price. Home trial
prior to purchase. Reliable courier service and repair
service. Friendly and enthusiastic advice, day or
evening seven days a week. A service to suit you.

GLAMONGAN (WTSY

AUDIO EXCELLENCE 9 High Street. Swansea,
SAL ILE. Tel. 01792 474608 Fax. 01792 645087. All
thac's best in hi-fi carefully selected and demonstrated
by friendly knowledgeable staff, at prices to suit all
budgets. Delivery and installation, home dems, part
exchange, in house workshops, full credit facilities with
interest free on selected items. Tuesday — Saturday
9.00 - 5.30. Closed Monday.

CLONEY AUDIO 55 Main Street. Blackrock. Dubiin,
Tel 2889449/2888477 Fax. 2834887 Products include:
Arcam, Classe, Philips, Rogers, Epos, B&W, Naim
Audio, Meridian and others. Open Tues/Sat |0am-6pm.
Thurs/Fri ‘ull 9pm Closed Mondays.

DUBLINN HI-FI 38 Aunger Street. Dubiin 2. Tel:
(00 353) | 4785205. Fax. (00 353) 14785219. We all
have two ears and one mouth - use them accordingly.
We only stock the best products, based on
performance and reliablity - not reviews or sales
patter. Call Mark or drop in for a listen. Three single
speaker demo rooms. Free delivery and instilation.
Full service department, Open Mon-Fri 10-7, Sat 10-6
YINYL  RECORD MAIL ORDES

AUDIOPHILE INTERNATIONAL PO Box 303,
Chobham, Surrey, GU24 8YP. Specialists in hugh quality
vinyl & CD. Telephone Order: 01276 855530:855578.
Fax Order: 01276 855580. E-Mail: sales@audiophile.u-
net.com. Order your own free copies of Audiophiles
Update Catalogues and get the most informative guide
to the lastest vinyl and audiophile releases 12 umes a
year.

DIVERSE MUSIC 2 Upper Dock Street. Newport,
Gwent, NP9 IDF. 9am-5.30pm Mon-Sat, Internet site
htep:/iwww.diverse-music.co.uk. Phone/fax 01633
259664 / 256261. E-mail:- sales@diverse-
music.clx.co.uk. Catalogues available. Mastercard, Visa,
Amex, Switch, JCB.. New and forthcoming releases:
Blue Note 180gm LPs - re-issued on |4th April (very
[iiited) also large current and back catalogue stock
selection. P&P £1.00 st LP, additional LPs 50p each
(max £3.50) Please contact us for more details and
catalogues.

LIONEL’S VINYL PO Box 22, Biggleswade. Beds,
SGI8 87B. Tel. 01767 314936 Fax: 01767 318462. E-
Mail. mafe34@dial pipex.com We stock a large range
of quality assured secondhand vinyl, covering the

whole musical spectrum. All purchases are fully
guaranteed, and we will professionaly clean records
prior to posting, if requested. All albums are priced to
sell quickly (from £1.00/L.P.), and Worldwide Export is
a speciahity. Send A4 S.AE. or Phone 01767 314936
now for free catalogue.

SILVERNOTE PO Box 158, Cheshunt, Herts, EN7
6UH Always wanted: Vintage and Modern Equipment.
Records & CD's. Tele/fax Steve on 01992 620905
VINYL DEMAND Stockists of VP| record cleaning
machines and the widest range of audiophile vinyl in
the UK - at the best prices. Living Stereo, Verve,
Mobile fidelity, Decca, Absolute Analogue, Testament.
MCA, DCC. Also a vast range of analogue accessories.
Phone 01425-654545 or Fax 01425-654400 for orders
or catalogues.

VIVANTE - LONDON 74 Heathfield North,
Twickenham TW2 7QW. Tel: 0181891 3433. One of
the UK's largest importer and distributor of audiophile
and conventional viny! 1s now operating a mail order
service specialising in jazz and classical reissues. Labels
include Decca. London. Deutche Gramaphon, Archiv,
EMLI, Telefunken, Testament, Verve, MPS, Milestone,
Fantasy, Pablo and more. Extensive catalogue available.
Access/Visa accepted.

VINTALGE

AUDIO CLASSICS. Audio Classics / Mellotone
Acoustics Co. P.O. Box 67. Wigan Greater
Manchester, WN2 3AG. Tel: 01942 257525. Fax:
01942 525861. Mobile: 0585 476574. E-mail:
mell@tone.u-net.com. Hi-Fi bought. sold. repaired and
renovated. Mail order and vintage specialists. Please
see our main ad (look under the ad index to find) for
further information.

X IO TEATION

AFFORDABLE AUDIO. (Northampton)
Pre-Owned Hi-Fi Specialists. 168 Wellingborough
Road. Northampton. NN 4DU.

Tel: ( 01604) 231261/845)38. Mobile: (0370) 877893 .
Urgently required: compact disc collections, hi-fi
separates,. especially Linn products, Naim Audio,
Cyrus Electronics, Musical Fidelity. Quad Electromics,
almost anything Briush/American. Cash waiting, part
exchange welcome. We also stock lots of audio
accessories, compact discs, vinyl, Nicam video
recorders. DAT players. Single speaker dem room. .All
equipment is sold with warranties. All Credit Cards
accepted. Please phone anytime for stock update.

AUDIO CLASSICS. Audio Classics / Mellotone
Acoustics Co. P.O. Box 67, Wigan, Greater
Manchester, WN2 3AG. Tel: 01942 257525. Fax:
01942 525861. Mobile: 0585 476574. E-mail:
meli@tone.u-net.com. Hi-Fi bought. sold, repaired and
renovated. Mail order and wintage specialists. Please
see our main ad (look under the ad index to find) for
further information.

CHOICE HI-F{/Hi-Fi Exchange Open 10am-8pm, 7
days by appt. Tel: 0181 392 1959/1963. Fax: 0181 392
1994. Agents for Acoustic Energy, Alon, ATC, Boulder,
Bryston, Chord, Forsell. Gamma. Van den Hul. Lumley,
Rockport, SME, Soundstyle, Straight Wire, Target.
Trichord, Trilogy. VP! XLO and many more. We offer:
generous part exchange, your equipment purchased,
show room/dem room, single speaker dem room,
trade in policy, credit card facilities, mail order, export
service. finance available.

HAZELMERE AUDIO. To hear how realistic music
can sound, please call for for an appointment. (day or
evening). Objective advice, comfortable listening,
home-demonstrauon. free mstallations, part exchange,
repairs and superb service. Acoustic Preciston, Air
Tagent, ATL, Audiomeca, Basis Classe, EAD, Fanfaare,
Henley, Magneplanar, Mirage, Monrio, Muse, Notts,
Analogue, Opera. Ortofon, SD. Sirius. Straightwire.
Tice, Triangle, Trilogy, VPI. High Wycombe (01494)
437892

THE HI-FI CLEARING HOUSE. Good quality Hi-
Fi and homee cinema kit bought. sold and part
exchanged. Please offer us your unwanted quality kit
and let us know your requirements. We specialise in
ex demo and secondhand equipment. Mail order
facihties. Switch, Delta, Visa, Mastercard. Callers
welcome but by appointment only. Contact Paul
Walton. Tel: 0161 432 4245. Fax: 01161 442 1375

To advertise in
Dial A Dealer,
please telephone
Caroline Knott on
01245 443555
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Three beginnings and an ending, as the Rubio String Quartet embark on a Shostakovich

odyssey, and The Sixteen begin to explore the music of the greatest of Spanish Renaissance

composers. John Eliot Gardiner marks the beginning of spring with Benjamin Britten, while

Andrew Davis delivers a triumphant Vaughan Williams valediction.

String Quartet No1 in C major,
Op49/String Quartet No4 in D
major, Op83/String Quartet
No8 in C minor, Op110

Rubio String Quartet

GLOBE GLO 5157 (DDD/60.45)

Intense and penetrating, these are
impressive performances from the
Flemish Rubio Quartet, and an
auspicious start to its cycle of all 15
quartets of Dmitri Shostakovich for the
Dutch Globe label. An innate
understanding of Shostakovich's musical
idiom, its rhythms, motifs and harmonic
language is evident from the
characteristic opening of the First
Quartet of 1938, with its Slav-tinged
neo-classicism.

This work was written soon after
Shostakovich's first brush with the
Soviet cultural commissars over his
opera Lady Macbeth Of Mstensk, and
his 'reply' to their criticism, the Fifth
Symphony. By 1949, however, the date
of the composition of his Fourth

HI-FI WORLD

Quartet, he had learnt that it was
preferable not to invite the displeasure
of Stalin in the first place and, given the
strong anti-Semitic feeling then
prevalent in the former Soviet Union, a
work whose lengthy finale incorporated
elements from Sephardic Jewish Folk
music was unlikely to find favour. The
Fourth Quartet, therefore, like the
Fourth Symphony, was. put to one side
until after Stalin's death and had to wait
until December 1953 for its first public
performance.

There was no such problem with
the Eighth Quartet, composed in
Dresden during 1960 and given the
impeccably politically correct subtitle of
"In memory of the victims of fascism
and war". This highly programmatic and
pictorial work was destined to become
the best-known of Shostakovich's
quartets, even being transcribed as a
chamber symphony for string orchestra.
Yet, as in so much of Shostakovich's
music, it is impossible not to feel that
the superficial 'message’ masks a deeply
personal expression.

As with the Tenth Symphony, each
movement uses a theme based on the
notes D, E flat, C and B which, in the
equivalent German notation of D, Es, C,
H spells out the initials of Dmitri
Shostakovich; and, given the
incorporation of quotations from
several earlier works, including Lady
Macbeth, the conclusion that the
composer was giving voice to his own
oppression as well as that of the
peoples of Europe is inescapable.

The Rubio Quartet, who incidentally
take their name from their instrument

maker, the Cambridge-based David
Rubio, give as compelling a reading of
the Eighth Quartet as | have yet
encountered, sensitively paced and
shaped and, as in the other quartets,
aided by a tonally warm, intimate and
coherent sound.

NTARTHC A
SYMPEON

PATRICIA ROZARIO

y
AT BRC SYMPHONY CHORUS
BBC SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
ANDREW DAVIS

Symphony No3 (A Pastoral
Symphony)/Symphony No7
(Sinfonia Antartica)

Patricia Rozario, soprano;
Women of the BBC Symphony
Chorus; BBC Symphony
Orchestra; conductor, Andrew
Davis

TELDEC BRITISH LINE 0630-13139-2
(DDD/77.27)

Although separated in their dates of
composition by some three decades,
the similarities between these two
works make for a fascinating - and very
generous - coupling, and a fitting
conclusion to Andrew Davis's cycle of
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SOUNDS UNREAL!

DISTRIBUTOR’S BLOW OUT SALE

An opportunity to purchase some of the world’s
finest audio equipment at rock bottom prices!

TUBE TECHNOLOGY  wuste saLe
Seer Line Level Pre Amp 935 395
Seer Phono Pre Amp 1,000 435
Unisis Integrated Line 2,300 935
Unisis integrated Phono 2,400 995
Unisis Power Amp 1,900 795
Genesis Mono Block Power Amps (pair) 4,700 1,935

Electronic Bias Meter for alignment - 50

Pink Triangle LISTE SALE

DaCapo (base unit only, requires filter) 1,400 700
BNC/BNC Hi-Q interconnect cables for DaCapo 25
BNC Re-clock input module for DaCapo - 49
Toslink input module for DaCapo > 69
Cordinal CD Player (includes 18 bit fiter) 1,680 840

: “The sense of realism it
18 bit filter - 99 confers to music is quite
simply the stuff dreams are

Ventricle Speakers (Cherry) pair 1,170 585 made of" Audiophile

“An award winning range of products designed and built to the highest standards”

Spendor speAkERS in pairs “the deliciously
smooth and
beautifully
Spendor 2020 Bookshelf Speaker projected vocals,
delicately

Spendor 2030 Floor Stander performed treble
and rich and
Spendor 2040 Floor Stander fruity bass were

Spendor 2010 Centre Speaker (single)

a real treat.”
Dominic Baker,
Spendor 2040 AV System (2010, 2020 & 2040) Hi-Fi World

Spendor 2030 AV System (2010, 2020 & 2030)

Prices include VAT and are subject to carriage/insurance. Payment by Access and Visa credit cards welcomed.

Tel: +44 (0)181 460 7299 or Fax: +44 (0)181 460 0499




the Vaughan Williams symphonies for
Teldec.

Both symphonies were inspired by
landscapes and by acts of vain heroism,
which has led some to undervalue the
purely musical qualities of both pieces.
Not so Andrew Davis, for whom the
symphonic argument is paramount. Not
that he seeks to impose a structure;
rather, his is an understanding of the
character of the works which allows
eloquent and unforced expression. |
found these to be performances whose
full impact and stature did not come
across with the first hearing, but only
with repeated listening. With each
playing, the sense of involvement
increased, and that in works which |
believed long ago to have yielded all
they had to say.

The Sinfonia Antartica, premiered
by the Halle Orchestra under Sir John
Barbirolli in January 1953, has its roots
in the music Vaughan Williams
composed some five years earlier for
the film Scott of the Antarctic, which
was based on the disastrous South Pole
expedition of 1910-12. A similarly tragic
landscape prompted the composition of
the Pastoral Symphony: that of the fields
of Flanders during the First World War,
where Vaughan Williams served as an
ambulance driver. But these images
were just starting points, as the
superscriptions placed at the head of
each of the five movements of the
Sinfonia Antartica are perhaps intended
to emphasise: only the last refers to the
subject of the film.

Davis captures the visionary mood
of both works supremely well,
generating an awesome power in the
Sinfonia Antartica and making the
Pastoral hauntingly elegiac. The
balancing of soloist, chorus and
orchestra in the former is first-rate,
with the deep perspectives of St
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Augustine's, Kilburn, used to excellent
atmospheric effect. The playing of the
BBC Symphony Orchestra, in this work
especially, is outstanding, with thrilling
brass and percussion. The recording of
the Pastoral is marginally less successful:
the chillingly evocative trumpet cadenza
in the second movement is surely too
distant and recessed, but the ethereal,
wordless soprano of the finale is
magically conveyed, with Patricia
Rozario in radiant voice. However,
while one might question the odd detail
of interpretation or recording, the
integrity and conviction of these
performances is simply incontestable.

Tomas Luis de

VICTORIA

Volumu 1

Devotian to Oure Lady

THE SIXTEEN
HARRY CHRISTOPHERS

Sacred Choral Musi¢ Yolume 1:
Devotion To Qur_

The Sixteen; conductor, Harry
Christophers . . |
COLLINS CLASSICS 15012 (DDD/52.16)
The music of the'| 6th-century Spaniard
Tomas Luis de Victoria has been
frequently championed in these pages,
most often in the ongoing Hyperion
series with James O’Donnell directing
the Choir of Westminster Cathedral,
but also with important contributions
from the likes of Magnificat on Linn and

the Tallis Scholars on the Gimell label.
However, to judge from this new
Collins Classics issue, the pre-eminent
Westminster discography is about to
face formidable competition.

It comes in the shape of Harry
Christophers and his marvellous team
of voices, The Sixteen. The first volume
of their survey is devoted to music
written in honour of the Virgin and
contains some of Victoria’s most
sensuously beautiful choral writing,
including settings of five Marian motets,
the Salve Regina a 8, the Ave Maris
Stella 4 4, the Alma Redemptoris Mater
a 8, the Regina Caeli Laetare 4 8 and
the Ave Maria 4 8, and concludes with
the radiant Magnificat 4 8. The main
work though is a substantial Mass
setting, the Missa Salve a 8, published in
1592 and - in the tradition of the time -
based on an existing work, in this case
the 8-voice double-choir antiphon Salve
Regina with which The Sixteen usefully
precede their rendering of the Mass.

To lovers of Renaissance
polyphony, and ali who respond to the
human voice at its most resplendent,
this issue is self-recommending. The
Sixteen is in as fine form as | have ever
heard this highly consistent outfit,
displaying an innate feel for the
distinctive character of Victoria's music,
with its intense mixture of the
luminously serene and the fervently
ecstatic. Who could fail to be moved
by, say, the Gloria of the Missa Salve or
the pure, soaring lines of the four-part
hymn Ave Maris Stella (Hail, star of the
sea)?

The recording, engineered and
produced by Mike Hatch and Mark
Brown of Floating Earth in the ideal
acoustic of St Jude’s-on-the-Hill in
London’s Hampstead, is an object
lesson in how to convey these glorious
sounds.
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Onﬂecan{oftﬁe montﬁ‘h

Spring Symphony,
Op44/Hymn To St Cecilia,
Op27/Five Flower Songs,
Op47

Alison Hagley, soprano;
Catherine Robbin, contralto;
John Mark Ainsley, tenor; The
Boy and Girl Choristers of
Salisbury Cathedral; The
Monteverdi Choir;
Philharmonia

Orchestra; conductor, '
John Eliot Gardiner

DEUTSCHE
GRAMMOPHON 453 433-2

the first stirrings of nature to the
exuleant finale which combines
Beaumont and Fletcher’s London, to
Thee | Do Present with the anonymous
I3th century Sumer Is Icumen In. The
emotional heart of the work, though -
its 'classical' slow movement -
undoubtedly the Auden setting, his
moving, almost mystical Out On The
Lawn | Lie In Bed. Britten was fully

BRIIHH SPRING SYMPHONY

Hymn to St. Cecilia

Five Flower Songs -

forged his reputation, and the vitality
and exuberance of this interpretation
place it on a par, and in some respects
ahead of, the composer’s own
recording, recently reissued on Decca.
This new recording, made in
Walthamstow Town Hall, is notable for
the way it clarifies Britten's complex
vocal and instrumental textures while
still maintaining lively tempos. The
singing of the Monteverdi
Choir is remarkable even
by its standards, with
breathtaking precision
and judgement of
| dynamics. The focus is

(DDD/62.04)

Britten's jubilant and joyful
Spring Symphony was the
outcome of a commission
from the conductor of
America's Boston Symphony
Orchestra, Serge
Koussevitsky, but its
premiere - with
Koussevitsky's approval - was
an all-European affair, Eduard
van Beinum conducting the
Amsterdam Concertgebouw
Orchestra at the 1949
Holland Festival. The work
represented something of an
about-turn for Britten who,
in his early career, had
rebelled against the Folk/Pastoral mood
prevalent in so much British music. This
potent and evocative mix of voices and
orchestra, however, wears its muddy
wellies with pride!

For his texts, Britten drew upon six
centuries of English poetry, from
Spenser and Herrick to his friend and
mentor, W.H. Auden, as well as Milton,
Blake and John Clare. It is all carefully
arranged to mirror the 'progress’ of a
conventional four-movement symphony,
from the melting of the winter ice and
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* The Monteverdi Choir - Philharmonia Orchestra
58 JOHN EIJOT GARDINER

aware of the significance of these words
to Auden, the product of a spiritual
experience which prefigured the poet's
conversion to Christianity.

Gardiner's performance of the
Spring Symphony is outstandingly
successful, which initially at least may
seem surprising for a conductor not
normally associated with 20th-century
English repertoire. Yet its cantata-like
structure and masterly choral writing
share many similarities with the
Baroque music in which Gardiner

sharp and the attack
clean. You might argue
that it is a touch too
refined in the more
earthy numbers such as
the rumbustious final
chorus, but that would be
nit-picking.

The soloists, too,
deserve plaudits: the
beautifully-shaped and
expressive singing of
Alison Hagley is a delight,
as is that of John Mark
Ainsley, although the
recording places him too
far back in the sound
picture. Catherine
Robbin is fresh-toned but
in the key Auden setting suffers a little
in comparison with Janet Baker in
Previn's EMI version. But these are
minor caveats in what is a richly
enjoyable musical experience, one
enhanced not only by DG's clear, vivid
sound but by the well-chosen ‘fillers',
both a cappella works for chorus: the
lovely Hymn To St Cecilia (another
Auden setting) and the rarely-heard Five
Flower Songs. Altogether a recording
worthy of ushering-in the eagerly-
awaited spring @
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ViETORY SERIES

Magnat in Cologne, Germany have been developing high quality speaker systems
for thirty years. In addition to creating new technologies, the engineers at our R&D
base have also maintained a continuous commitment to finding new ways of making

high end technology affordable. The approach is similar to that taken in the car

industry, where the engineers transfer developments from Formula [ racing to

applications for normal, street legal automobiles.

The VICTORY Series is an excellent example of successful technology transfer.
One of the most impressive highlights is the VICTORY tweeter: the polycarbonate
dome is coated with high grade titanium for extra rigidity and the voice coil is cooled with ferrofluid oil, which
increases power handling. The woofer/midrange units are fitted with hardened cellulose cones. This, combined
with the extremely rigid steel basket means that disturbing mechanical resonances have virtually been eliminated.
Generously dimensioned screw terminals enable connection of modern large cross-section cables.

Call HENLEY DESIGNS now on 01491-834700 for information on stockists. We think you'll be pleasantly

surprised by the performance and the, ahem, price.



SLATE AUDIO

Lmkmg The Past, Present & Future

THE SPEAKERSTAND ®
The best speaker supports in the world.

State of the art in performance and design, custom made to suit any loudspeaker. Solid slate, supremely
rigid and totally neutral” (*One specific Slate was chosen after extensive testing on all other stones)

SPEAKER PLATFORMS ISOLATION PLATFORMS TURNTABLE PLATFORMS SHELVING SYSTEMS

“Immaculately finished, sublimely rigid, on a par with the best stands I've used.” Ken Kessler, Hi-Fi
News R/R. “An astonishing degree of instrumental separation, stable and holographic, with great
precision and remarkable poise. The ultimate in high fidelity supports.” David Prakel, Hi-Fi Answers.
“Superbly finished, the sound quality was considered to be first rate.” Martin Colloms, Hi-Fi News R/R.
“The sound quality when using the Slate Audio stands proved to be a revelation, something special.”
Paul Messenger, Hi-Fi Choice. “The finish is excellent, the sound quality magnificent and
breathtaking.” Tom Bryant, The Telegraph. “The Slate stand is unusual and expensive, but if you are
after an exceedingly neutral stand it's the leading contender. This stand offers an exceptionally neutral
platform for speakers, highly transparent sound leads to musical performances with real insight.”
SOUND QUALITY: ® = = B & Malcolm Steward Hi-Fi Choice.

i

SLATE AUDIO GARRARD 301 and 401
The best & most musical record players in the world.

Our researched Selid Marble Plinth System® brings the Garrards into the 21st century. All
wooden Plinths produce unexceptable levels of coloration and feedback. No other Plinth system
can claim to improve the performance of these superb players.

THE REVIEWERS

“The Slate deck defines what real instrument solidity should be, it's in a class of its own.” Alan
Sircom, Hi-Fi Choice. “The build and performance of the Slate Audio 401 are the audio equivalent
of the £ type Jaguar.” Audiophile. “/ have never used a system fike this one, it gets everything right.
Peter Soper insists Garrards are best mounted on Marble or stone, and from my experience with
this plinth | wouldn't disagree.” Noel Keywood, Hi-Fi World. “The Garrards main problems are
dealt with most effectively by three cures; correct set up, heavy plinth and appropriate mat. Peter
Soper has mastered them afl, the results are close to miraculous.” Ken Kessler, Hi-Fi News R/R. “/
have been using the fantastic Slate plinthed Garrard, the sound was nothing short of breathtaking.
The basic Garrard without the Slate plinth is well engineered and pleasant sounding, but they only
give exceptional results with the right kind of treatment.” Dominic Baker, Hi-Fi World.

OUR CLIENTS *“I have tested your 301, the sound quality as you know is excellent!” G. Pyne.
“The results | get are really unbelievable and | have tried some of the best turntable around, (Linn
LP12 Roksan Xerxes). “Thanks again for a marvellous piece of art.” Mr Teilinger.“/ am delighted
with my Slate Audio Garrard 301, it sounds fantastic Well worth all the detailed work that went into 7{&%5”? slngs lbe a diamand
the design.” R. Newham. "When | first put up the Slate Audio 307 Imust admit to having quite a @

shock, forever converted.” K. Van Green, Electric Eel Studios. “/'m over the moon, the plinth looks

and sounds superb, stunningly beautiful!! | would very highly recommend any of your customers

to seriously consider this great combination.” J. Marsh.

THE GLASSMAT ®
The finest platter mat in the world.

The Glassmat ® was developed to improve the performance of the Garrard 301 and 401 record players.
<4< However it also gives astonishing results when used on other turntables. So effective is its performance,
we have now made it available as a universal replacement mat. In all cases other mats introduce
colorations of their own, robbing the music of large amounts of detail and ambience. In order to achieve
maximum information retrieval with optimum damping, a hard and unyielding material is required. Glass
is ideal in every respect, damping is complete, the playing surface being quite simply sublime. In terms of
detail resolution and sheer three dimensional ability, no other mat comes close. But then you still have to
consider the absolute clarity, precision and solidity of the presentation. This is the ultimate platter mat.

THE POWERHOUSE OU/R QUARTZ REFERENCED GARRARD 301/401 TD124 AND UNIVERSAL POWER SUPPLY. “KILLER” K.K.
THE TABLESTROBE QUARTZ REFERENCED STROBE GUN DESIGNED SPECIFICALLY FOR THE GARRARD 301 AND 401.

THE HANDSTROBE QUARTZ REFERENCED HAND HELD STROBE SUITABLE FOR ANY TURNTABLE WITH SPEED ADJUSTMENT.
STORMFORCE SOLID MARBLE ENCLOSURES®FOR ALL TANNOY DUAL CONCENTRICS. BEWARE.. STRUCTURAL DAMAGE MAY OCCUR!
HUMDINGER ELEVATE YOUR EARLY SME 300952 TO 1997 STATUS. BREATHES NEW LIFE INTO A GREAT CLASSIC.

BACKLASH SUPERB SME 3009 & 3012 GOLD PHONO SOCKET CONVERSION, INCLUDING OFC LEADS: BRILLIANT? YES.
BRAZEN UPGRADE YOUR V15l WITH OUR ALLOY RE-BODY AND MICRO RIDGE STYLUS: INSANE? NO.

SOLID MARBLE PLINTH SYSTEMS® ALSO FOR EMT AND THORENS TD124.

SLATE AUDIO GARRARD 301 AND 401 ARE AVAILABLE COMPLETE OR MARBLE PLINTH SYSTEM® ONLY.

SME CELEBRATION ARMS WITH SPECIAL GRAPHICS “SLATE AUDID 301 OR 401 CELEBRATION” AND “SLATE AUDIO T0124 CELEBRATION" 309+ 312 ¢ IV o V.

THE TONEARM OUR SPECIAL VERSION OF THE FAMOUS REGA RB3D0, FITTED WITH GOLD PHONOS.

SME 300952 (1997 VERSION) A PERFECT MATCH FOR DUR V1511l BRAZEN AND THE NEW SHURE V15V x MR. “STILL CRAZY AFTER ALL THESE YEARS".

THE SPIKEKIT SPECIALLY DEVELOPED TO FIT DIRECTLY TO FLOOR STANDING LOUDSPEAKERS OR ANY WOODEN SUPPORT ADJUSTABLE AND VERY SIMPLE TO FIT.

BE BRAVE FACE YOUR FEARS LIVE YOUR DREAMS

SHURE STYLUS PRESSURE GAUGE » GARRARD 301 SWITCH SUPPRESSOR » TURNTABLE SERVICING » GARRARD 301 LEVER SET « GARRARD 301 FIXING BOLT SET
STROBE DISC * GARRARD 401 CONTROL PANEL SET « GARRARD 301 MOTOR PULLEY  FULL RESTORATION OF GARRARDS TD ORIGINAL CONDITION

ALWAYS WANTED, GARRARD 401, GARRARD 301 AND THORENS TD124 RECORD PLAYERS, PLEASE PHONE

47 GEMINI CLOSE, LEIGHTON BUZZARD, BEDS, LU7 8UD. g
vsa - TEL/FAX: 01525 384174 MOBILE: 0956 471601
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Don’t cheat yourself...

&
-
EE]

5 Rocks Lane Barnes

London SW13 0DB
Tel: 0181 876 3355
Fax:; 0181 876 3399

... 1reat yourself
to the world’s finest audio fidelity equipment

We specialise in:
Audio visual interior design ¢ Multi-room installations ¢ ‘Life-style’ systems
Systems from £300 to over £30,000

CLEARANCE BARGAINS

AVI S2000 Ml Int Amp (SH)
AVI S§2000 Reference CD
B+W CDM 1

B+W P4

B+W P5 ALL
B+W P6 oy i
B+W CC6 BOXED
B+W CC3

B+W DM602

B+W DM601 (XD)

B+W M602 (XD)

Chario Academy one
Chario Hiper 1000 Tower
Final Music 3

Heybrook Heylo

Jamo Concert 8 (SH)
MICROMega Stage 4
MICROMega Stage 5
Neat Critique (SH)
Quad 77 Pre + Console
Quad 77 Power Amp
Restek Sixtant Pwr Amp
Ruark Broadsword
Ruark Sceptre

Roksan Rok One
SOLID PB100

SOLID HCM2

TDL RTL 3l

Teac DTI DAC

Teac Tl Transport

Teac V6030S Tape
Thorens TD 180
Yamaha A492

Was
£999
£1400
£600
£675
£875
£1095
£230
£150
£300
£200
£300
£1300
£800
£3500
£440
£1300
£600
£750
£385
£850
£600
£900
£900
£600
£645
£350
£130
£400
£500
£550
£550
£199
£250

NOW
£799
£1169
£479
£539
£699
£875
£179
£119
£239
£159
£229
£999
£499
£2799
£350
£999
£450
£599
£285
£699
£499
£599
£599
£479
£499
£279
299
£249
£375
£439
£439
£145
£199

CYMBOL CDP12

AUDITION THIS AMAZING CDP12 TODAY
£1279 OR £199 deposit 9 X £120
TOTAL PAYABLE £1279.
(Subject to Status)

OTHER FAVOURITES ALL AVAILABLE ONM

Meridian 506 CD Player
£1100.00
£200 deposit
6 x £150 Total payable
£1100.00

(subject to status)

Marantz CD1KI CD
£1099.00
£199 deposit
6 x £150 Total payable
£1099.00

(subject to status)

AVIl, ALCHEMIST, ANTHEM, BAYER, BOSE, BOULDER, CABLETALK, CASTLE, CHARIO, CITATION,
ELECTROCOMPANIET, EXPOSURE, FINAL, GAMMA ACOUSTICS, GENESIS, HEYBROOK, JAMO, KEF,
LINN, LUMLEY, MAGNUM DYNALAB, MARANTZ, MCINTOSH, MERIDIAN, MICHELL, MICROMEGA,
MONARCHY, MYRYAD, PRECIOUS METALS, PRIMARE, PROJECT, ORTOFON, QED, QUAD, REVOX,
ROKSAN, RUARK, SEQUENCE, SOUNDSTYLE, SONNETEER, SONICLINK, SENNHEISER,
SONIC FRONTIERS, SME, STAX, TDL, TEAC, TOTEM, TRICHORD, TANNOY, TARGET, XANTEK

Showroom open 10.00 to 6.00 Monday to Saturday

All Major Credit Cards Accepted e Finance Arranged ® 2 Demonstration Rooms

HI-FI WORLD



INTEREST
FREE

i=End

CREDIT *

WORLDWIDE MAILORDER SERVICE

@ /@ (available on selected items)

From Dublin to Durban, Sheffield to Sydney
we’'ll ship fully insured within days of you

placing your order. Telephone or Mailorder

Hotline NOW ON + 44 (0)181 - 8780066

(INTEREST FREE CREDIT MAILORDER - UK ONLY)

ROKSAN CASPIAN Range NOW AT THE HI END

AVAILABLE ON INTEREST FREE CREDIT 0%
TELEPHONE OUR MAILORDER HOTLINE ON 0181 8780066
FOR DETAILS...SHOP FROM HOME
*REMEMBER WE CAN SUPPLY VIRTUALLY AND BRAND OF
HI-FI YOU REQUIRE AT THE KEENEST PRICES

TEREST FREE CREDIT (Subject to status)

NOW DEMONSTRATING

AVI Pre-amp + Monoblocks - awesome

ANTHEM Integrated/Pre/Power-Amplification -
best of Canadian valves

CASTLE SEVERN 2 - frighteningly good valve

CYMBOL - HDCD at £1299 - Unreal

CYMBOL - New Integrated amp at £499

ELECTROCOMPANIET - Class A Perfection from
Norway

GAMMA ACOUSTICS RHYTHM - singfe ended
integrated

GENESIS - Loundspeakers - a refreshing
alternative to Wilson Audio

GRADIENT - Loudspeakers from Finland

LINN - LP12, HI-FI + Multi Room solutions

MARANTZ - CD17 K.I. sig - So Real, So Natural

MERIDIAN - 500 Series

MAGNUM DYNALAB - Ultimate reference tuners.

MICROMEGA STAGE/DRIVE - Vinyl like CD - so
natural

ROKSAN - Caspian Amp + CD

RUARK - Icon, Sceptre, Broadsword - monitor heaven

RESTEK - The Germans have landed - Challenger

- - Il, Concret CD “Battleship hi-fi” - Truly remarkable
Roksan Caspian CD Roksan Caspian Amp | | soNIC FRONTIERS SFCD1 - HDCD - Heaven
£895.00 £695.00 SONNETEER CAMPION - The best
£175 deposit £125 deposit SONNETEER ALABASTER - . The best gets better
6 x £120 Total payable 6 x £95 Total payable TOTEM Model 1 - We dare you
£895 .00 £695.00 TOTEM MANI 2 - Our best loudspeaker
(subject to status) (subject to status) TRICHORD - Revelation and Genesis CD Players
. : Sonneteer Alabaster | |- - - - STOP PRESS - - - -
T”Chgg 2:;::""“0” Cymbol CA1 A true British RUARK BROADSWORD
“NOW WITH THE Integrated amp amp winner at Brand new boxed
NEW CLOCK 3" at only £499.00 £899.00 Normally £900.00
£819.00 there is no substitute Listen if you Yours for only
dare! £599.99

*SUBJECT TO STATUS
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Hart Audio Kits and factory assembled units use the unique
combination of circult designs by the renowned John Linsley
Hood, the very best audiophile components, and our own
engineering expertise, to give you unbeatable performance and
unbelievable value for money.

We have always led the field for easy home construction to
professional standards, even In the sixties we were using easily
assembled printed circuits when Heathkit In America were stiil
using tagboards]. Many years of experience and innovation,
going back to the early Dinsdale and Balley classics glves us
Incomparabie design background in the needs of the home
constructor. This simply means that building a Hart kit Is a real
pleasure, resulting in a piece of equipment that not only saves
you money but you wlll be proud to own.

Why not buy the reprints and construction manual for the kit
you are interested In to see how easy it is to build your own
equipment the HART way. The FULL cost can be credited
against your subsequent kit purchase.

'AUD!IO DESIGN' 80 WATT POWER AMPLIFIER.

Our John Linsley Hood designed 80 watt Power Amplifier continues
to amaze all who listen to it, and it is now finding new fnends among
speaker manufacturers who use it to show their own products to their
best advantage. Its flawless performance is a result of the
combination of inspired circuit design and the very best components,
specified by the designer. Such innovations as the six rail fully
stabilised power supply make great contributions to the overall
reproduction quality yet are not found on even the most expensive
run-of-the-milt designs in the High St shop window.

We have long known that the delicacy and transparency of sound
from this amplifier placed it in the world class and side-by-side
comparsons with amplifiers costing five times as much still show
small performance advantages, which suggests that even the most
expensive amplifiers will only equal rather than exceed, its sound
quakty. All amplifiers in the range have the same basic quality and
the decision about whether to use a preamplifier is govemed by the
facilities you need. The STANDARD amplifier has switching for up to
three inputs, if you need more than this then a preamplifier feeding a
SLAVE power amplifier will give you up to seven inputs.

If you would like to hear this incredible amplifier in action then
arrange a visit to Wilmsiow Audio's new premises at Broughton
Astlay, near Leicester. Their phone number is 01455 286603, speak
to Shaun or Terry.

All amplifiers are available in kit or factory assembled form.

K1100 Complete STANDARD Amplifier Kit £415.21
A1100 Factory Assembled version . . . .. ... £515.21
K1100S Complete stereo SLAVE Kit . . . . . . . . £353.62
A1100S Factory Assembled . . . . ... .. ... £522.22
K1100M MONOBLOC Amplifier Kit . . . .. ... . ... £271.20
A1100M Factory Assembled . . . . ... ......... £351.20

Super Audiophile {SA) Versions of all the above come with selected
audiophile components at an extra cost of only £39.30 per channel.
All HART kits are designed for easy home construction to the very
highest standards, and can be built by anyone of average manuat
ability. Hf you are still not convinced how easy it is to build it yoursel
with a HART kit you can order the Instruction Manual to read for
yourself and we will refund the cost when you buy your kit}.

JOHN LINSLEY HOOD 15W SINGLE ENDED CLASS 'A’' POWER
AMPLIFIER

A design for the experimenter who wants to try and re-create the
warmth and punty of sound given by valve amplifiers from the vintage
years, without the problems of cost, deterioration and danger
associated with trying to use valves today.

It employs the newly re-discovered single-ended circuit configuration
to give total freedom from crossover artifacts and to give a sound that
is indistinguishable from the famous 'Willlamson' design, the
undisputed leader of the field, with its triode connected KT66s and
all-triode drivers. See our list for full details.

Repnntof Article. . . . . . . .
CM4000 Construction Manual .

. £2.50
. £5.00

MAINS LEADS & POWER DISTRIBUTION.

All our kits use standard IEC mains leads and these are avallable for
a range of countries. We also stock distribution boxes with IEC
sockets to minimise the space needed for power leads. See our lists
for details.

Send for Your FREE copy of our LISTS

The Home of ﬂ‘é—?énme.

"CHIARA" HEADPHONE AMPLIFIER.

Highest quality, purpose designed, 'single ended’ class ‘A
headphone ampilifier for ‘stand alone' use or to supplement those
many power amplifiers that do not have a headphone facility. Easy
installation with special signal link-through feature, the unit uses our
‘Andante’ Ultra High Quality power supply.

Housed in the neat, btack finished, Hart minibox it features the wide
frequency response, low-distortion and ‘musicality’ that one
associates with designs from the renowned John Linsley Hood.
Volume and balance controls are Alps “Blue Velvet® components.
Very easy to build, or avallable factory assembled, the kit has very
detailed instructions, and comes with Hart audiograde silver solder. A
valuable personal listening option and an attractive and harmonious
addition to any hifi system.

K2100 Complete Standard Kit . . . . . . ... ... ... £112.50
K2100SA “Series Audiophile’ Kit with selected audiophile
components . . . .. o.o..o...o... ..
A2100SA ‘Series Audiophile’, Factory Assembled
CM2100 Construction Manual . . . . . ... .........

SHUNT FEEDBACK PICKUP PREAMPLIFIER

If you want the very best sound out of vinyl discs then you need our
high quality preamplifier with Shunt Feedback equalisation. The
K1450 also has an advanced front end, specially optimised for low
impedance moving coll cantridges as well as moving magnet types.
Selected discrete components are used throughout for ultimate
sound quality. The combination of John Linsley Hood design, high
quality components and an advanced double sided printed circuit
board layout make this a product at the leading edge of technology
that you will be proud to own. A recent review in “Gramophone™
magazine endorsing this view. Bought in kit form our step by step
instructions it is very easy and satisfying to assembie, or you can buy
a factory assembled version it you wish.

This magnificent kit, comes complete with all pans ready to assemble
inside the fully finished 228 x 134 x 63mm case. Comes with full,
easy to follow, instructions as well as the Hart Guide to PCB
Construction, we even throw in enough Hart Audiograde Silver
Solder to construct your kit!

K1450 Complete Kit . . . . ... ... ... ...... £116.58
K1450SA Audiophile Kit . . . . ... . ... N .£138.94
A1450SA Factory assembled Audiophile unit . . . . .£188.94

“Andante" Linear Technology
AUDIOPHILE POWER SUPPLIES

The HART “Andante” series power supplies are specially designed
for exacting audio use requring absolute minimum noise, low hum
field and total freedom from mechanical noise.

Utilising linear technology throughout for smoothness and musicality
makes it the perfect partner for the above units, or any equipment
requiring fully stabilised £15v supplies.

There are two versions, K3550 has 2 +15v supplies and a single 15v
tor relays etc. K3565 i1s Identical in appearance and has one %15v.
Both are in cases to match our ‘Chiara’ Headphone Amplifier and our
K1450 “Shunt Feedback" Pickup preamp.
K3550 Full Supply with all outputs 5
K3565 Power Supply for K1450 or K2100
A3550 Factory Assembled Full Supply

£147.25

ALPS “Blue Vetvet” PRECISION AUDIO CONTROLS

Now you can throw out those noisy ill-matched carbon pots and
replace with the famous Hart exclusive ALPS 'Blue Velvet' range
components only used selectively in the very top flight of World class
amplifiers. The improvement in track accuracy and matching really is
incredible giving better tonal batance between channels and rock
solid image stability. Motorised versions have S5v DC motor.

MANUAL POTENTIOMETERS

2-Gang 100K LIn . . . ... .. ... £15.67
2-Gang 10K, 50K or100KLog . . . . .. ... .. ... £16.40
2-Gang 10K Special Balance, zero crosstalk & zero centre

0 . S8 .- - - - - 55EE -5 S A £17.48
MOTORISED POTENTIOMETERS

2-Gang 20K Log Volume Control . . . . . . ... ... .. £26.20
2-Gang 10K RD Special Balance, zero crosstalk and less

than 10% loss in centre position . . . . . . . . .. .. ... £26.98

ALPS PRECISION SWITCHES.

At long last, switches to match the quality of our Aips pots. These
switches not only solve the quality gap but also have features
tacilitating their use in real audio applications. The “Flex™ version
having a panel mounting control coupled to a rear mountable switch
unit by a 190mm Flex Link. Also available 1s a motor driven option
which, like the pots, can also be operated with its control knob.

HC5520. 4P 4W. Manual Control . . . . . . . ... ... £16.73
HC519. 4P 6W Manual . £iios
HC5545. 8P 5W Flex Switch . . . . . . .. ... .. ... £21.60
HC5560. AP 6W Motorised . . . . . . . ... ... . £29.80

SOLDERING

The size of modern components makes the right soldering
equipment essential for good results. Everything we offer we actually
use in our own workshops!. See our Lists for the full range.

845-820 XS240 ANTEX 240v 25w Soldering Iron. This is the ideal
Multi-purpose iron as the bit is destgned to totally surround the
element giving the best heat transfer. This excellent design also
means that although it is small and handy enough for modern
components its heating capacity is better than larger irons of
conventional construction. Excellent Value. . . . . . . .. . £12.43
845-080 ST4 Lightweight Soldering Iron Stand. This has provision lor
the classic damp sponge for bit wiping. . . . . . . . .. ... £3.9

HART SUPER AUDIOGRADE SILVER SOLDER.

Hant Super Audiograde Silver Solder has been specially formulated
for the serious audiophile. Not only does it give beautiful easy-to-
make joints but it is designed to melt at normal soldering
temperatures avoiding the possibility of thermal damage to
components or the need for special high temperature irons. A very
low residue flux makes perfect joints easy but eliminates the need for
board cleaning after assembly.

845-007 3mtrs 22SWG in Hart Mini Tube . . . . . 3 .. £3.90
845-008 100g. Reel Special Valve Grade, 20swg . . . . £12.90
845-009 100g. Precision PCB Grade, 22swg £14.75

845-110 1009 Reel Superﬂne 24swg for ultra precise conlrol and
easy working . . . . Y. £21.45

PRINTED CIRCUIT BOARD SOLDERING PRACTICE KIT.

Unsure whether you can construct a HART kit?, this is your chance
to tryl.Your HART Printed Circuit Board Soldering Practice Kit comes
with a range of modem components, a typical Han quality PCB, a roll
of the correct grade of solder and full instructions. !t enables the
enthusiast who is uncertain of his, or indeed her, ability to put
together and solder a printed circuit to try their hand at minimum
cost. The instructions explain the right technique and guide even an
absolute beginner through the seemingly daunting, but in fact very
simple, art of making a good soldered joint. Excellent value for
moneyjat/onty RN R . £4.99
Super Version with Han Silver Solder . . . . . ... .. ... £6.95

LINSLEY-HOOD 400 SERIES SUPER HIGH QUALITY FM TUNER.

This ultra high quality analogue tuner system is the ideal companion
to the B0OW Audio Design Amplifier in any ultimate hi fi setup, with
case size, front plate layout and even control pitches unified for
stacking. Like the 80W Audio Design Amplifier this i1s your route to
ultimate pertormance at incredibly modest costl. Novel circuit
teatures include ready built pre-aligned front end, phase locked loop
demodulator with a response down to DC and advanced sample and
hold stereo decoder together making a tuner which sounds better
than the best of the high-priced exotica but, thanks to HART
engineering, remains very easy to build and set up. Since all
components are selected by the designer to give the very best sound
this tuner is not cheap, but in terms of its sheer sound quality it is
incredible value for money.

K400 Complete Kit. . . . . . .. ... .. ......... £256.82
RLHB8 Reprints of 3 articles covering the FM tuner. . . . . .
CM400 Construction Manual

All Prices include UK/EGC VAT.




Its not what you do, its HOW you do it that counts!.

ASM100 ACTIVE SUBWOOFER MODULE

This attractive module consists of a low pass filter and power
amplifier ready for you to mount in a suitable sub-woofer cabinet. The
combined unit can then be combined with any new or existing hi fi or
home cinema speaker system to add in the real bass punch missing
from most setups.

The ASM 100 module comes as a ready-to-mount unit on a sold
diecast aluminium frame/heatsink. Input signal can be at line or
speaker level for easy system integration. There are three separate
stereo inputs at line level and the unit will use any signal presented or
mix all inputs to add bass to any signai. The speaker level inputs are
used by simply wiring the unit in paralle! with the existing speakers to
provide them with strong bass support. Crossover frequency can be
selected to 50, 100 or 200Hz and the bass level can be adjusted by a
front panel control. The ‘Green’ power supply switches the unit to
standby if no signal is present. Drawings are included free for the
compact 418 x 380 x 303mm cabinet.

With its powerful 125 watt output and versatile filtenng the ASM 100
is the ideal universal active driver module for all subwoofer
requirements.

ASM 100 Module, complete with IEC mains lead, instructions and

ASM - W20 cabinet drawings. Pt. No. V7000 . . . . . . . . £185.29

W 200 S 20cm Long Throw Drive unit for use in ASM - W20 cabinet

............................... £36.68
VISATON

HI TOWER SPEAKER KIT

A speaker kit from the VISATON
range that really fits the modern
idiom, giving a full uncoloured, and
highly defined, sound stage
combined with unobtrusive
elegance that does not look out of
place, even in a smaller room. A
frequency response from 38-
20,000Hz and a power rating of
100W make it easy to drive. The
novel arrangement of five high/mid
tweeters, angled at 45 degrees,
creates a really dynamic sound
stage with sharply defined sound
staging. With its compact 200mm
square section it can also be used
as ultra high quality main speakers
for home cinema applications. The
kit includes all drive units,
crossovers, terminal blocks and
damping materials for you to make
a stereo pair of speakers,

LKS961 Kit . . . .. ... £392.42

EXPERIENCE V20

A real heavyweight performer with a
total of no less than five drive units in
each cabinet. Together these produce
a satisfyingly smooth and wide
trequency response. The single
tweeter is a special 25mm high-end
unit with a double coated fabric dome
and ferrofiuid for cooling and damping.
There are two 13cm mid-range
speakers and two 20cm long throw
woofers for extended bass.

Nominal Power Rating 180W
Max. Music Power 300W
Impedance 40

Freq. Response 29 - 30,000Hz.
Crossover Frequency  450Hz, 3KHz
Mean Sound Pressure 88d8
Box Volume 100L4r. & 7Ltr,
Size.Height 1,300mm
Width 300mm
Depth 360mm
LK5965 Per Pair . £538.70

ASM - T20 SUBWOOFER

An easy to build, but very effective, bass reflex cabinet design using
the ASM 100 Active Sub-woofer Module and the W200S, high
compliance, 8" dnver, with its 20mm maximum cone displacement!.
Easy to incorporate into a modem living environment the size of the
cabinet has been kept as small as possibie at 418 mm high, 303 mm
wide, and 380 mm long. To aid its ease of positioning in the room
both the drive unit and the vent are situated on the front of the
cabinet. Despite these compact dimensions, and with a volume of
only 31Ltrs, the ASM T20 gives up to 106dB with an acoustical cut-
off frequency of 25 Hz.l. The cabinet is made from 19mm MDF, and
needs about 8 sq.ft.

W200S 20cm. Long Throw Drive unit.

PartNo.9030 . . ... ... £36.68

COUPLED CAVITY SUBWOOFER.
An alternative design by David Purton,
from his little “Coupled Cavity
Handbook®, using the same drive unit
but requiring a bit more woodworking
skill as the speaker is set on a baffle in
the middle of the box. The total box
size is even smaller than the ASM T20
at only 418 mm high, 303 mm wide,
and 344 mm long.

Construction Drawing. . . . . . £1.50

SPEAKER DESIGN SOFTWARE
All programs are for IBM or compatible computers.

VISATON SPEAKER PRO 6. Software (PC) for cabinet and
crossover design and calculation with full extendable data bank of
drive unit parameters with performance curves aquired in tests in
VISATON's own anechoic chamber. This is the essential tool that
turns you into a speaker designer!.

Full Version (3™)

BASSBOX 5.0 for WINDOWS. Harris Technologies.

This program aids the design of bass enclosures by allowing you to
model how a speaker will sound in a variety of boxes and then
modelling the maximum loudness of the speaker/box combination. It
then helps to calculate the dimensions of the box and port, if vented.
Needs Windows 3.1+, DOS 5.0+, 386 or better, 4MB RAM and 44MB
hard disk space. With easy-to-use pnnted manual. Shipping Wt. 4509
SOFBASE .o R L £87.
BASS HORN DESIGN. A.L.Senson.

This program, patterned after Brian Smith's tractrix horn design
program calculates dimensions for a catenoid, exponential or
hyperbolic bass horn and prints out in less than a minute. Provices
mouth and throat areas, back chamber volume, and dimensions to
design your enclosure.

SOF-HOR . . . ... ..............

X*OVER 2.0 for WINDOWS. Harmis Technologies.

This package helps in the design of two and three way passive
dividing networks as well as load compensating circuits and
calculates values for first, second, third and fourth order networks.
Same computer requirements as above but only needs 1.5MB disk
space.
SOF-XOV

“QUICK & EASY TRANSMISSION LINE LOUDSPEAKER DESIGN™
Larry D.Sharp.

Explanetary booklet plus computer disk that requires Lotus 123, or
equivalent spreadsheet software on your machine. 1993. 22pp. 215 x
280. Spiralbound.

SOF-QET

The excellent performance of modern cassette recorders depends
totally on the quality of the R/P head. Even the slightest amount of
wear can impair the frequency response and distortion levels. Our
HC80 is a top quality head from one of the foremost manutacturers in
Japan.

It is easily fitted to most standard stereo recorders {except Sony) and
will transform the performance over a worn head. The fact that we
buy these in vast quantities enables us to offer them at the amazing
price.

HC80 R/P Head, Std Mtg
Special Otfer.2for . . . . . ..

HRP373 Downstream monitor combi head.

SPECIAL OFFERHALF PRICE . . . . . . £29.50
HQ551A 4-Track R/P £14.60
HQS551S Sony Mount4-Tr. R/P . . . . . .. £14.90
REEL TOREEL HEAD 999R 24 R/P 110mH . . . . . . .. £16.84

PRECISION DIGITAL Triple Purpose TEST CASSETTE TC1D.
Are you sure your tape recorder is set up to give its best? Our latest
triple purpose test cassette checks tape speed, head azimuth and VU
level without test equipment. Ideal for machine testing or when fitting
new heads. A professional quality, digitally mastered test tape at a
price anyone can afford.

TC1D Test Cassette. Qurpriceonly. . . . . . ..
CD3 “Stereophile” TEST CD. 27 Tracks for testing loudspeakers and

rooms.
CDSTPH3

24 Hr. ORDERLINE 01691 652894 Fax. 01691 662864

PROFESSIONAL PHONO AUDIO LEADS

Super High Quality stereo phono to phono audio lead featuring goid
plated screened phono plugs with split outer contact sheil ensuring
positive connection to phono sockets. Plugs have red and black
polarity bands. Sky blue muttistrand oxygen free copper cables with
independant braided screens give minimum signal loss and crosstalk
with maximum musicality at a sensible price. Directional arrows
indicate preferred signal direction.

An excellent high quality lead ideal for interconnection between
professional audio equipment or for use in high end domestic hi-fi
systems.
4it long

MAKE YOUR OWN AUDIO INTERCONNECTS.
Using our High Quality Audiophile Grade doubie screened signal
cable. Linear crystal oxygen free copper with outside diameter to
match our T711G Teflon insulated plugs.

780-911 Audiophile Signal Cable. Permetre . . . . . . . . . £3.98
T711G Plugs, RedorBlackring . . . . . ... ... ... .. £3.25
T711G 10 or more, mixed OK . . . . . . . . £2.75
780-803 Speaker Cable. 322 x 0.1 OFC. Mtr. £5.42
780-804 Speaker Cable. 511 x 0.1 OFC. Mtr. . . . . . . .. £8.90

TECHNICAL BOOKSHELF
Bigger Range of Books. Better Prices. No ‘28 Day” Wait!.

New Tities.

“A BEGINNER'S GUIDE TO TUBE AUDIO DESIGN" Bruce
Rozenblit. A practica! book that does exactly what its title says and
takes a modem look at vailve amplifier construction. 132pp. ISBN 1-
88280-13-3. £18.20
“HIGH PERFORMANCE LOUDSPEAKERS" Edn.5. Martin
Colloms. Latest edition, just out. A really in-depth coverage of the
whole World of speakers and high quahty sound reproduction, but
entirely readable in style. Just reviewed in “HiF) World™. 478pp. ISBN

0471087089510 BN (R L . 0. . . . . EEECROR £24.95
NORMAL STOCK RANGE

“AUDIO ELECTRONICS" John Linsley Hood.. . . . . . . £18.99 ¢
“THE ART OF LINEAR ELECTRONICS."

JohnUnsleyHood . . ... ................ £16.95*

“THE ART OF ELECTRONICS™ Horowrtz & Hill . . . . . . £35.00°
“DIGITAL AUDIO AND COMPACT DISC TECHNOLOGY "
3rd.Edn. 0-240 51397 5 £19.95°
“INTRODUCING DIGITAL AUDIO CD, DAT AND SAMPLING".
ISBNMEBZU/TSI? 2580 M . . . . WS R £7.95
“ACTIVE FILTER COOKBOOK" Don Lancaster . . . . . . £19.95
“THE ART OF SOLDERING" 0-85935-324-3.0 . . . . . . . £3.95
“HOW TO USE OSCILLOSCOPES & OTHER TEST EQUIPMENT"

R.APenfold. BP267 . ... ................. £3.50
“LOUDSPEAKERS; THE WHY AND HOW OF GOOD
REPRODUCTION®. G.Briggs. 1949. . . ... ... £8.95
“THE LS. DESIGN COOKBOOK"

Vance Dickason. (SthEdn. . . . ... ....... £22.95

"“ELECTROSTATIC LOUDSPEAKER DESIGN AND
CONSTRUCTION" Ronald Wagner BKT6 . . . . . £15.95
“THE ELECTROSTATIC LS. DESIGN COOKBOOK"

RARISanderS. MRt 0. o s . o gL L £24. 95"
“BULLOCK ON BOXES" Buliock & White. . . . . . .. ... £8.99

“AN INTRODUCTION TO LOUDSPEAKERS & ENCLOSURE

DESIGN™” V. Capel. BP256 . . . . .. ......... £3.95
“LOUDSPEAKERS FOR MUSICIANS" BP297 £3.95
“THEORY & DESIGN OF LS. ENCLOSURES™

J.E.BenScO RS e e - £21.95
“THE COUPLED CAVITY HANDBOOK” David Purton. . . . £4.90
“VISATON. HOME Hi FI CATALOGUE.”

Specifications and Thiele Small Data on all Drive Units . . . . £4.50

“VISATON. CAR HI FI CATALOGUE.” Incar guide . . . . . £3.50
“VISATON. CABINET PROPOSALS"” Book 1. In GERMAN . £6.50
“VISATON. CABINET PROPOSALS"” Book 2. In GERMAN . £6.50

“VALVE AMPLIFIERS” Morgan Jones. 1995/6 . . . . . . . £24.50
“THE VTL BOOK” David Manley 1994. BKVT1. . . . . . £17.95
“MULLARD TUBE CIRCUITS FOR AUDIO AMPLIFIERS"

BRAAOT. g e R e < s o e ool e £11.95
“THE WILLIAMSON AMPLIFIER” 0- 9624 1918 e £6.95

“AN APPROACH TO AUDIO FREQUENCY AMPLIFIER DESIGN”

GECROS /AN . | B . E o e £13.95
“AUDIO ANTHOLOGIES", articles from Audio Engineering. Six
volumes covering the days when audio was young and valves were
kingl. BKAA3/1t06. Pnce Each . . . . .. ... .. .. All £12.95
“THE RADIOTRON DESIGNERS HANDBOOK" (CD) . . . £49.00
“PRINCIPLES OF ELECTRON TUBES” H.D.Reich PH.D . £25.95
“POWER AMP PROJECTS" Anthology. 1970-1989 . £15.50
“WORLD TUBE DIRECTORY" 1996-7 Sourcebook. . . . . . £5.95

Don't forget, No waiting at HART!. All listed books are normaily
in stock!. Postage, unless starred, only £2 per book, maximum
£4.50 for any number, any sizel. Starred items are heavy books
costing £3.50 to send.

Postage for kits and other items is £2 for orders up to £20, orders
over £20, post £4.50, Courier £10.

We accept all major credit and debit cards, Including Switch
Diners and Amex.

DEMONSTRATIONS
The ASM 100 and our 80W Power Amplifier Range
can be heard at Wilmslow Audio’s new
premises at Broughton Astley near
Leicester.

Tel 01455 286603




High Density Filler for Speakers and Stands

SOUND-BYTES !

There is no doubt, that for maximum speaker performance, your stands or mass loadable
floorstanding speakers  must be filled with a suitable mass loading material. Qur small
diamond shaped steel chips are designed to a'most completely eliminate pillar and
cabinet resonance that would normally adversely effect speaker performance.

But don't just take our word for it, independent recommendations from the stand and
speaker manufacturers listed below speak for themselves as do the glowing reviews
from the Hi-Fi press. In addition we have just celebrated a record breaking sales figure |
: > 8 of 25 TONNES of material sold throughout the UK over the last 12 months. All these
Fl sales and not a single complaint - only letters of thanks from satisfied customers! ~

FOR MASS LOADING, THERE IS NO SUBSTITUTE!

WHAT THE EXPERTS SAY: "It improve your unfilled
listening tests proved conclusively stands, budgetor dear K:’? F'(,eif'e'
Notonly was the bass tighter and better to my mind that SOUND-BYTES are s
defined, but midrange became better thoroughly effective Sonathdiiitey 8

focused and treble more precise. Dominic Baker. CYBERFi (AVAILABLE MAIL ORDER FROW
Hi-Fi World

Colin Mackenzie's
RECOMMENDED BY THE FOLLOWING MANUFACTURERS: HI-FI-CORNER
Scotland’s No.1
APOLLO, ATACAMA AUDIO, B&W, KLH, KUDOS, MISSION, Hi-Fi Company

MONITOR AUDIO, PARTINGTON, REVOLVER, RUARK, Tel: 0131 556 7901

SOUNDSTYLE, SOUND ORGANISATION, TARGET ONLY £19.95 + £5.00 P&P J
-

|
|
{

&
-

Colin Mackenzie's

HI-FI-CORNER

Scotland's No.1
_Hi-Fi Company

| : This GREAT OFFER is ALSO AVAILABLE
e N TO SASSEDACDS!
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OMEGA Electronic Equipment (Europe) Ltd, New Road Business Estate, Ditton, Maidstone, Kent, ME20 6AF

el:0 848268 ines) Fax: 01 848289

e Quality Audio Visual Products. ® Home Evaluation. e Easy Access M20/M25/M2&A2.
e 4 Evaluation Suites. * FREE Installation Service. ® World Wide Mail Order.

e 0% Finance up to 36 Months. e Evening Appointments. e 8.30am to 6.30 pm Mon - Fri.
® Suggested Systems. * Ample FREE On-Site Parking. ¢ 10.00am to 4.00pm Sat.

Please note that Saturday demonstrations after 4pm are available by pre-booking.

SOME OF THE PRODUCTS NOW AVAILABLE FOR DEMONSTRATION:

Musical Fidelity X-Series Whole range from the X10 D to the absolutely briliant NEW
X-A50 mono power amps stocked and on demonstration in our dedicated X-Suite. These
products have taken the industry by storm and rightly so. Stunning looks and sound to
match. You can now own a full Musical Fidelity system, based around the X-Series with
your choice of CD transport & speakers. Whether you are looking for a cost effective
upgrade to your existing system, or to purchase a complete new set of upgradable elec-
tronics, you owe it to yourself to seriously consider these superb products. Enthused about
by the press, even outside of the normal HI-Fi publications, these are real objects of desire.
You have probably gathered by now that we rate the X-Series more that a bit !!.

BOSE : Another of our favourite products. Lifestyle 12 Home Cinema System and Lifestyle
20 multiplay, dual zone high quality audio systems on permanent demonstration in our ded-
icated BOSE Theatre. Superb sound and vision from these stylish, virtually invisible, user
friendly works of art. Full range of BOSE products available including the other Lifestyle
systems and the Acoustimass loudspeakers. The performance and pure lifestyle orientat-
ed ease of use of these products make them out and out winners. We currently have some
very special offers on all BOSE products, giving you anything up to a FREE PC system
and 0% finance !!. Call for details and to book the BOSE Theatre.

Audio Analogue : Puccini & Puccini SE integrated amps, Bellini pre and Donizetti power
amps. You should be familiar with these very, and we mean very classy Italian products by
now. The Puccini SE recently had a storming review in Hi-Fi World, the Bellini and
Donizetti will be equally as well received. Available in both silver and high gloss black fin-
ishes, these products are destined to become future classics. We strongly urge you to book
your demonstration now. Priced from only £ 450.00 for the Puccini integrated, the range
represents unbelievable value in the sound per pound stakes. Another Ialian import head-
ing for the Premier League !!.

Partington : Speaker stands or works of modern art ?. How about both. After 25 years in
the audio industry Partington have come up with what can only be described as a truly bril-
liant and revolutionary NEW loudspeaker support in the A7-60. Will sell by the bucket load
on looks alone, but the sound enhancement properties of this support make for something
bordering on the spectacular. The A7-60 should be deemed as an essential purchase for
anyone wishing to extract the maximum performance from stand mountable loudspeakers.
Forms an incredible sonic and visual statement with the Townshend SSS . We have been
waiting for a speaker stand like this for ages. Nice one Partington !!

OEE specialise in the supply of quality audio visual products that offer stunning sonic and visual appeal.
Call for our full price list & product guide or to book one of our 4 NEW evaluation suites. FREE UK Mainland delivery on
all mail order sales.

** STOP PRESS *** Sonic Frontiers Anthem CD Multiplayer - Finally available & well worth the wait.
ke rime Soarnce for ...
Anthem, Audio Gem, Audio Analogue, Audiocarpet, Bose, C.A.D., Ergo, Graaf, Jecklin Float, JBL, LFD, LG

Electronics, Mistral, Monrio, Musical Fidelity, Neolith, Partington, Precious Metals, Sequence,
Sonic Frontiers, Sonic Link, Sonneteer, Stax, Townshend, UKD, Unison Research ...
& other quality audio visual products from around the World.

HI-FI WORLD MARCH 1998 ﬁ



ANOTHER Bic Hit! jA MANTRAAUDIO

| CARTRIDGE SELECTION NEW EX REPLACEMENT STYLI

Audio Technica Audio ATN 95 E, ATN 110E 213:
i |l T S
ATT10E £25 ADC XLM MK I £13.50
ATOCY £280 £210] Axai AN'5, AN 60 £9
Deneon AN2, AN 70 £11
DL 304 £190 £160| 60 .
Zollowing in the patn ok the ociginal and extremely well Goldring LRI O
receivec Assemblage DAC-1, the DAC-2 appears. to be another big 1012 6X £74 we 07 55, 0T 60 £9
hit with customers ard reviewers alike. The JAC-2 builds on the PP o Nationa)  EPS24€S,P300,P33D  £9
strangths of the original DAC-1, with its dual Brr-Brown PCM 1702 o £1o Orcton | TIIPEEISSEDY
+ R " . roica (LX or H) £102 €78
20 bi- DACs, Crystal CS841Z input receiver, toroidat power t-ans- Elite £200 £153| Ploneer PN 210, PN 220, PN 240 £9
former and Analog Davices bz3sed outout stage, but aids HDCD Excel VX oads £adz| M NG O =~
capabi ity with the PMD-100 digital filter chip, an extra co-ax digital Grado N 95D, N 95 EJ,N753(78) £13.50
input on a BNC jack, a phass irvert switck, th-ee mcra power sup- Prestige Black £44 VN3SE £16.50
ply regulation stages with greatly increased power supoly capaci- Prestige Gold e s ho I CND 1550, AD 158G .
tarce, and improved parts qualty in th2 analog output stage. The 0"5":':]“ - o oN234 ' o
best news is that all these improvements come with a very small
Erice, the DAG-2 digital processor Kit 5 $499.00 U.5.1 Of course, the g £120 E102] St ity tomond sl excpt - oriinals
DAC-2 also comes with: our SO cey satisfaction guarantee, two year MC 10 Supreme £263 £224| SWITCHING & CONTROL UNITS
limited warranty, AND our assembly guarartee (If you can’t getitto MC 20 Supreme £330 £280) gep  mAIT 2 Way Speaker Switch (Series)  £23.00
otk Wewl). 30 Supens EACI o e
For those of you with the upgrade bug, we also have a parts Rohmann £725 £645 NB42 4 Way Speaker Switch £43.00
upgrade kit available for the DAC-2. This ki- includes Caddock resis- Shure bl -2
tors and MultiCap capacito’s for the analog output s:age, Kimber UIDULL: £265 LounsREAKEG IR SEEARIEREONRERIS
silver and llluminati hoox-up wire, EAR and Soundcoat isalation and RN o G0 oMb Microdom o5
damping materials, Linear Tacnrclogy voltags "egulators and more EX - Exchange price against any type of | miry  CoT27 Gold Banan lugs dmm 4¥o 5,00
parnts ‘hat make a significant improvement in the performance of the moving coil cartridge RECORD/DISC CLEANER KT REFLL
stock CAC-2. The parts upgrade kit is availabe at a special package See our Website for full selection,
price of $149.00, which makes i even more good news! special offers and technical data [ [rmacemfeadtiol SR

http://www.mantra-audio.co.uk ner CD Cleaner 1400  £5.50

MAIL ORDER (1 10 BAYS) PRICES {INC P&P) ARE BEST WE CAN OFFER THROUGH COMPETITIVE SOURCING UK &
MAINLAND EUROPE - ALL ITEMS CARRY FULL MANUFACTURERS GUARANTEE -
PLEASE NOTE WE DO NOT ACCEPT CREDIT CARD:

OVERSEAS CUSTOMERS PLEASE AGD £5.00 TO OROERS OVER £50 $N VALUE TO COVER INSURANCE
Tel/Fax (01757) 288652 e-mail: enquiry@mantra-audio.co.uk

For more information or. any of our products, please call, write, Fax
or E-mai us and we w libe happy fo assist you.

y Brigntoru Road. Qaxville

THE PARTS , y
CONNECTION TET  Tolepacne (905)829-53568 Facsimble 1905) 829-5388

pe L E-Mail TPC nizfrontier com
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€0 & DAC’s TURNTABLES/CARTRIDGES NAT URAIJ ORIG INAL SOUND
€D's & CAC'Y Cast  Price  COLDRING EROICA maning coil, Migh output
ZENWOD DF 980 heavpeeigh 0T GO thOICh g edut hoted v new ”
F 3 eavyweight transpori 6 mail orcer poct [ree
AUSSIAN DACS (ultra smooth) 300 Ok OECCA LOND#N, GILE, retipped with Weinz parabok i3
AERNIAN 1ou((".m o'.';” 1000 456 CRIOFOK HCLD bowee 0 R TRANSFIGURATION
JELTEC Licle Bt 380 (35 LN LPL/ITTOX v 608 approx 550 ] -
HARARTZ CD63 M s.’mm I I R swilivphasetpiis amiiic Moving Coil
SERIDEE 207 Caftye weTene Pl 000 MO ROBAR XCREES. WALNOT wath apsd R s
wi 1 HOWer §u al
DENOHEA T3AL  T-Drve 1000 106 modfed K830 arm und BRIDION BCID sapar moving con cartridges
KINSKAW PERCERTIN DAC 0015t e 50
PARKNTL (D plaper ané OAC, beavpweght (llllslli; L CNFIEID KO TURNTASLE with open syle ——
with = en i eky [} Cel]
B M 1 e (i) S08 FDIS S50 wih SAE 3009 1L 33, 49 8 78 1pm 0 TEMPER
YALYE-AMPS $TD turnzable 0
l"'!ﬂl)l(l II huvull tir with hd and grace nm 0
CONCORDSNT (XL RANT LINE YALYE PRE 850 400 HETB an somegue its a bargac 0
AL LIXE INTEGUATED YALYE P & ncu:ls ok’ uu 10140 C40, kot it s B nd " fuhi kel d fferi 4
3 TAG| torntable with r W n & 1
i Bt pooae o M el vt dlics, weaots N sesi-shamteve b repnreestetiion
mew condilion witl s n
b it Lol B0 H"P N AT Tad oo i atura yn;}Tlcs, lratr;frlems, armonic structure, imaging, resoyluhon and
4 : b - i
i vy i, o, v BB : B o e i o = R
GANHA AT 111 SNGLE 04DED INTECRATED m liss Nu TEsPERE ke 0 uxurious from the lowest to the highest frequencies.
FACTGRY SERVICED 29007 TISE - [RE STAD § EAYY WEIGH TURMIABLE 0
E‘o‘vf:'u'li‘ Amusmg;o POWER ARP, 2 om“ﬂmo;'?“u 1] 0 Th
BEARD 3BA 1€0 HKIL LINE LEYEL SIATE AUDIO PLINTH FOR 301 HOKED ] € new
RURCHEDS of ey OF CHronE 1500 50 CASSETTE DECKS & TUMERS
GEDS 3
FUDIC KESEARCH D10 PONERANY. G M k
A POWERKOUSE 2000 990 NAKHICH! 600 EXSELLE ) RAHA M 2°0
W"(','."[?,'H 47 1AOKO ANO LINE PREAR? I L I“lllm } Juo. oL arsTan 1o
[1 &
ORANKE YALYE PRE WITK MK & LINE INPUTS 35C  LEAK TROUGHSINE 2 WITH STUGIO |Z DECODEA ] m
AUDIO (NKDYATIONS SERIES 500 INTEGRAYED UAD PN YMLTE BUT MATCHES 33 PRE ] tonear
VITH HH 000 500 QUAD KN TUMER 0
W‘ A GEmN SINGLE EXOED oo g W "0l WITH KAPST. OLT $TYLE 1050
»
CROFT 3 OTL STERED POWER AMP 10 SOLID STATE AMPS The peatisien) forwan;d from the
LOUDSPEAKERS HENIDIAN 281 RENOIE COMTROL PRE e m award WA 1.5 W'!h increased
OO oy B0 18 SRS L ST e s 1 e e}
o} 3 z < .
SPENDDR SC| SPEAKERS BOKED 95 B G140 od syl 0 and souridstaging.
TANNGY LITILE GOLD MONITORS, NODERN DIAL NAIE 12/140 NEW STTLE 1500
CONCENTRICS 00 1000 NAIR
B5W P2H, FLADRSTANDERS WITH IONOFANE HAIR AC 32°LinE oLt
TWEEERS 496 WAIM NAC 11 & HCHEBREW PSU
LINN GABFRS. BLACE ACTIVE WITH TUNE BOX 400 1008  PS AlJDlO FASSHEINODEL TWO PREIPONE .
TH AANO BLACK FLOORSTANDERS 300 500  PS. AUDIO 8.5 P! l BSU, FULLY AD,USTABLE PKON udzo
VAR 1608 BLRCK SHALL FLOORTANDERS, PR WICE 2AE
!.E.'.»?EJ 'Alnlunm HEDIUN SIZE STANDMOUNT {500 T P?Ili VL s sracoron s For further details contact eference
r ntac
Vs a IR St I SHoCE, Ao For pEtas, ‘ulms Qikn umsumu PLUGS Bt g0 E
WANTED nAs ) 6. GOLD PLATED PHONOS, GOXED lurgal A BlsgRiguTion
GF 1342 1 PLODMSTANDERS, WITH INTEGML it
w0 ho aso LUIAN G311 PRE/POWEN 1100 s 4
mgsm BARIUS MKZ WITH DEDICATED STANDS & EXTERNAL “ligm DA 116720 PIEEPOWER 100 WATESIZ00 Distributors of-
CAN S9URD STINAING WITH A POWERFUL ANPLIOD 450 RETKWELS CEUXE PAIIYE PRE. H ificati
aﬁm ot Saft dokiaben "4 BE ks ot i Convergent Audio Technology Amplification and Magnum Dynalab Tuners
[INN ISOBARIKS ANIE STANDS BOXED 450 HIISTAL FIDEHITY 9270 00 Unit 8 Enterprise Park, Slyfield industrial Estate, Guildford, Surrey GUT 1RB
JOWTHER ACousThs ‘SROTT Fhik B0 AR Jou Dugag T POWER COMRO JUST LOOGRS
GHA SHEANNE REFERENCE ONE PRE AMP 1500 780 O 8’ 5 5 3
0Ti HONOBLOCKS 50 1 4 3" 7 44

W MARCH 1998 HI-FI WORLD



EPOCH REFERENCE 5

LOUDSPEAKERS TUNEW AEO O BLOCKS
£2000 SALES £2399 £4999 %&k@% £3999
20

Z
CLEARANCE LIST

RRP XD S/H
Soundlab Dynastat lowdspeakers - mint £4750 £1700

Muse Serris Il one seven fives mono power

Balance amplifers mint go well with

the above spk. £3999 £1700
Transparent Audio Musicwave plus cable 8ft

speaker pair | x I5ft interconnect | x 5ft

interconnect.approx £1000 £250

Audionote SPX reference speaker cable 2.5m
by wire set (10m) £7000 £2800

Voyd bl s.p.u. £1870 SME4 Siltech wired £1000 Audionote
1.O cartridge £1495 Audioinnovations £1000 M.C.T £349
BARGAIN! All above mint as new £2460
'Mana sounds table £300
GEMINI line integrated S. Ended
BARGAIN Last one! £699
RHYTHM 211/VT4C phono Ex-Demo Marked  £2499
RHYTHM LINE Ex revlew/as new £2499

AEON MKI| MONOBLOCKS 20Watt S.E. Si
construction Ex-review new marked - to clear  £4999

Era Std. phono mm preamp New marked £999

SPACE REFERENCE MKIl ex hi-fi show display as sew
BARGAIN!! Stunning sound/looks £7999

SPACE 300B £1999

RHYTHM 211/ VT4C LINE INTEGRATED pochlowdpeshers Endemo 1499
£2499 =SALEE= £1999 Tel: 01753 526939

NEW ! RHYTHM REFERENC?{WWOBUCTORY OFFER! £3499£2799 Fax: 01753 532262
Ivy Lodge, 81 Sussex Place, Slough, Royal Berkshire, SL1 1NN, England. -

SALE SALE SALE




CYRUS GETS
SERIOUS WITH

MICRO SYSTEMS

FROM AS LITTLE AS

£7 2.9

PER MONTH

While some customers can be aftracted fo
the appearance of many mainstream
mini and micro systems, they are quickly
won over by a demonstration of the sheer
musical superiority of these diminutive

Cyrus components.

As beautifully constructed as anything on
the market, this superb Cyrus and Mission
line-up provides an exquisite system for
anyone looking for legitimate hi-fi
performance but with the minimum

impact on their domestic decor.

The system offers a stylish and genuinely
sophisticated quality of reprodudtion with
all types of music that is likely to satisfy

its owners for many years to come.

Coll in for a demonstration and find out

abeut our unbeatable trade-up effers.

CYRUS 111i Amplifier £598
CYRUS PSX-R Power Supply ~ £328
CYRUS daD3Q (D Player £898
Mission 752F £578

TOTAL £2402

PART-EXCHANGE (example)
or Deposit

BALANCE £1800*
INTEREST FREE PAYMENTS 12 X £150

*OR DEFER PAYMENT

90 DAYS THEN 3YEARS AT

JUST £16.82 PER WEEK

With 0% Finance
available on ll
NEW and USED HI-A
and Audio-Visual
Purchases

ARCAM & ARION & AUDIOLA

MICHELL ¢ MISSION

*

THE ULTIMATE
INNOVATIVE
TRADITIONALISTS

FROM AS LITTLE AS

£8 1.0

PER MONTH

No hi-fi manufacturer can claim to have a
more significant history of innovation
than Quad, and this latest system
confinues that tradition, offering both
exceptional  sound quality and
outstanding valve.

Judging by demond for older Quad
equipment through our own ‘second user’
store, we would guess that Quad offers
the best ‘investment’ potential amangst
hi-fi products, and owners of older Quad
equipment will be pleased to know that
because of the demand through our
Trading Station’ we always offer
exceptionally generous pari-exchange
allowances against Quad hi-fi of any
vintage when you up-grade to the
wonderful Quad 77 system.

QUAD 77 Control Amplifier ~ £849

QUAD 77 (D Player £699

QUAD 77 Tuner £699

Quad 101 Speakers £599
TOTAL £2846

PART-EXCHANGE (example)

or Deposit

BALANCE £2000*

INTEREST FREE PAYMENTS 12 X £167

*OR DEFER PAYMENT
90 DAYS THEN 3YEARS AT
JUST £18.69 PER WEEK

TRADE-IN
YOUR HI-FI

Generous allowances
for your carefully used
hi-fi equipment plus a
‘CASH-IN-HAND'
facility.

AUDIO RESEARCH ¢ AVI ¢ BO
ITOR AUDIO ¢ MUSICAL FIDELI

FOR MANY
OF US VINYL
STILL RULES!

FROM AS LITTLE AS

£89.91

PER MONTH

There is still something so beguiling about
the guality of vinyl that even now, some
fifteen years after the introdudtion of
digital sound, many of us treasure our
LPs more than ever. You know that old
saying ” you don’t know what you've got
until you lose it!”

If you're no longer playing your old
albums, or if you've replaced your
collection with (Ds, it's worth knowing
that we have a high demand for quality
used furntables - so whatever you do,
talk to us - please don’t throw it oway!
But, if you're a vinyl junkie’ you'll want
to speak with kindred spirits.

So this is our recommended ‘Re-start
System’ for anyone with a dominant
collection of the beautiful black stuff!

PINK TRIANGLE TARANTELLA
With Rega RB300 & Grado £795

COPLAND CSA 14 Amplifier  £1199
SONUS FABER Concertino Spkrs £599
SONUS FABER Speaker Stands  £290

TOTAL £2883
PART-EX (Example) or Deposit  £663
BALANCE £2220*
INTEREST FREE PAYMENTS 12 X £185

*OR DEFER PAYMENT
90 DAYS THEN 3YEARS AT
JUST £20.75 PER WEEK

WE’LL BUY
YOUR HI-FI

Instant Cash offered
for Used and Vintage
hi-fi equipment.
Complete systems

always wanted.

S & WILKIN & CASTLE & CER
& NAIM ¢ PINK TRIANGLE ¢ PI

WHEN IT’S RIGHT
YOU KNOW
IT’S RIGHT!

FROM AS LITTLE AS

£91.53

PER MONTH

There's little we can say about Audiolab
and Monitor Audio that isn’t already well
known. Other than that they are near
neighbours of ours in a concentration of
top-name manufacturers in the hi-fi hot-
bed that is Cambridgeshire.

The two companies come even closer in
this system,demonstrate how bi-amping a
superb two-way speaker with Audiolab’s
latest ‘minimal’ integrated and additional
power amp creafes a soundstage of
amazing scale and precision.

We commend Audiolab and Monitor
Audio, not only for such obvious sonic
gualities but also for their eutstanding
engineering as well as a cosmefic finish
which enhances the sheer desirability of
all their award winning companents.

AUDIOLAB 8000CD (D Player £999
AUDIOLAB 8000LX Integrated €469
AUDIOLAB 8000SX Pwr Amp £549
MONITOR AUDIO Studio 12
Floorstanding Speakers £999
TOTAL £3016
PART-EX (Example) or Deposit €756
BALANCE £2260*
INTEREST FREE PAYMENTS 12 X £188

*OR DEFER PAYMENT
90 DAYS THEN 3YEARS AT
JUST £21.12 PER WEEK

WE’LL SELL
YOUR HI-FI

Let us help you get
THE BEST PRICE
for your old hi-fi

by selling it for you on

a commission basis.

VEGA ¢ COPLAND & CYRUS
‘ER ¢ PRO-AC ¢ QUAD ¢




NAIM VALVE & SOLID KRELL CLASS A MULTI-CHANNEL
THAT TUNE STATE - BEST OF POWER DRIVES EXPERTISE
IN ONE! BOTH WORLDS? MARTIN LOGAN IS HARD TO FIND

FROM AS LITTLE A5 FROM AS LITTLE AS FROM AS LITTLE AS FROM AS LITTLE AS

£128.79 £324.00 £364.50 £405.00

PER MONTH PER MONTH PER MONTH PER MONTH

Digital technology leads the way in
audio-visual systems and there’s no doubit
that Meridian of Combridgeshire are
world leaders in the design of state-of-
the-art multi-channel sound equipment.

With our own extensive experlise in

For many years we have delighted in the
transparency of electrostatic speakers,
but never more than when driven by
hugely pawerful Class A amps.

Blectrostatics really open up to Krell
amplifiers, enhancing their darity with a

No dogma here! While different
technologies provide different soletions
to achieving state-of-the-ort sound
reproduction, The Hi-Fi Company will
always provide an appropriately wide
chaice of top quality equipment for your

If you're after that ‘toe tappin’, ‘finger
poppin’, ‘hand clappm’, thigh sluppln
sound experience - sompiy callin ond listen!
We'll demonstrate Naim, o company that
places @ convincing emphusns on the
value of true system synergy. For o

growing number of our customers, Naim personal assessment. three dimensionality which can be eerily home-cinema installations at all budge?
reproduces music the way they ke if, Audio Research have earned a global reakin some instances. With well recorded levels, we have 1o place this system es
and we'll place o bet that when you I:slen reputation with their highly - sophisticoted discs one can feed as if it's possible to walk perhups offering the perfed combination
you'll probably discover that you do feo! vacwum-tube amplifiers which, with the hefp right through o literally transparent of hi-fi pedvgree and sonic performance
A complete Naim system starts from of their new (D player in this system, soundstage to mingle with the musicians with genuine up-to-the-minute audio-
around £2,300 which you con build produce an uﬂeriy convinng portrayal of in your own living room! visual compatibilty.

|n(remenlu||y 1o a staggering £30,000! all types of music. Any system offering this level of If you are serious about creating o multi-
What's more, if you'd like a personul Add the ProAc Response 2.5 loudspeakers performance usually deserves a home channel ‘home cinema’ and hi-fi system,

demonstration ond if that is something this is the ytimate installation.

you would like to experience for yourself,
please cantadt us and we will be delighted MERIDIAN 500 (D Transport  £1245

1o make the arrangements for you. MERIDIAN 518 Processor £925
The system is of course on dem in store. MERIDIAN 519 BF Demod ~ £430

and, in our view, these rare devices help this
system create he transparent sound of
electrostatics with the sheer power that only
superior cabinet speakers can achieve.

endorsement, we can tell yos that some
of our people have chosen to spend their
own ‘hard-eorned’ on complete Naim
systems. We can't say fairer than that!

NAIM €D2 (D Player £2000 AUDIO RESEARCH CD2 MERIDIAN 562V Dig Control  £995
NALM 102 Pre-amp £1050 (D player £3399 KRELL KAV300CD @ player £3549 MERIDIAN 565-7.1

NAIM 180 Power amp £1060 AUDIO RESEARCH LS9 Pre  £1949 KRELL KAV250P Pre amp ~ £1999 S/ Decoder with AG3/DTS £2850
NAIM Credo Speakers £1060 AUDIO RESEARCH VT50 Pwr £2895 KRELL EAV250A Pwromp  £3195 MERIDIAN DSP 5000

TOTAL £5170 PRO-AC RESPONSE 2.5 £2700 MARTIN LOGAN CLS11 £4555 Digital spkrs Rosewood (2 pairs) £6920
PART-EXCHANGE {example) TOTAL £10,943 TOTAL £13,298 TOTAL £13,385
or Depasit £1990 PART-EX {Example) or Deposit £2943 PART-EX (Example) or Deposit £4298 PART-EX (Exomple) o Deposit £3385
BALANCE £3180* BALANCE £8000* BALANCE £9000* BALANCE £16,000"
INTEREST FREE PAYMENTS 12 X £265 INTEREST FREE PAYMENTS 12 X £667 INTEREST FREE PAYMENTS 12 X £750 INTEREST FREE PAYMENTS 12 X £833

“OR DEFER PAYMENT 90 “OR DEFER PAYMENT *OR DEFER PAYMENT “OR DEFER PAYMENT
DAYS THEN THREE ' EARS Al 90 DAYS THEN 3 EARS AT 90 DAYS THEN 3 YEARS AT 90 DAYS THEN 3YEARS AT
JUST £29.72 PER WEEK JUST £74.77 PER WEEK JUST £84.12 PER WEEK JUST £93.46 PER WEEK

FREE BROCHURE

Phone for our latest

Gomprehensive Systems
Brochure

FOR THE LARGEST
: RANGE OF QUALITY
PETERBOROUGH KJ WESY ONE ﬂﬁﬁ?ﬁm‘%
35 - 42 COWGATE 26 NEW CAVENDISH STREET LONDON W1 PLEASE SEE OUR
Tel: 01733 341755 Fox: 01733 358141 Tel: 0171486 8262/3 Fox: 0171 487 3452 ‘TRADING STATION’

TO ARRANGE A HOME OR IN-STORE DEMONSTRATION - PLEASE TELEPHONE ADVERT OVERLEAF

KEF ¢ KRELL ¢ LEXICON ¢ MABNAPAN ¢ MARANTZ ¢ MARTIN AN & M&K ¢ MERIDIAN
'R & SPENDOR @ TEAC ¢ TEGENICS ® UNISON & WILSON o LSON BENESCH © YAMAHA

¢ DENON ¢ EPOS ¢ GRAAR
ROGERS & SME ¢ SONUS




WANTED

TOP QUALITY HI-FI

We urgently require all
types of hi-fi equipment,
classic and modern.

INSTANT
CASH

OR COMMISSION SALES

Phone (01733) 555514
for full details.

W TURNTABLES / ARMS [EENNN

Dual CS505 £80
Grado tonearm £498
Linn LP12 (Afr) Zeta £795
Linn LP12 Ekos/ Troika  £3000 £1298
Linn LP12 Basik/LVX/A&RE1400 £595
Linn LP12 Basik Plus £1400 £595
Manticore Mantra / Magician

+ MBPS6 pwr sup / Ort MC3000 £998
Michell Gyro Power PSU £195
Rega Planet / Acos Lustre £120
Revolver / Helius Scorpion / P77 £249
The Voyd Turntable (Incl Reference
extemal power supply £2800 £1298

'oyd 0.5 ¢/w SMEV
(Sa ver wired) £5300 £2998

RN AMPLIFIERS - SOUID STATE NN

Alchemist Kraken Pre £395 £288
Arcam Delta 90 (Int) £500 £268
Audiolab PPA
{Phono stage) 1100 £798
Audiolab 8000A&P (Old Style)
£648
BGW 202 (Control/Pre) £275
Burmester 838 Head amp/Chrome
£1500
Classe Audio Thirty Pre £1320
C J Sonographe FET (Pre)£1250
Counterpoint Solid 1 Pwr £1495
DPA 200S Pre/Power £1250
DPA 50S Power £1500
DPA Renaissance Int £595
Dynaco ST120 (Classic circa '76)
EAR 834P Head Amp 500
Exposure VIINVIII Pre/Pwr £700
Finestra EC (Inc mains fitter)
Heybrook C3+P3 Pre/Pwr£1425
Rowtand
Consumate Pre
Krell KBL Line Stage
Krell KSA150 Power
Krell Ret KRSBP
(6 component balanced pre) £3995
Krell KPE Phono stage £POA
Lecson AC1/AP1 (Circa 1975) £295
LFD LSB + PA2 (Pre/Pwr) £3800 £1798
LFD LS2/PA1 (Pre/Pwr) £2600 £1198
Meridian 551 Int £795 £568
Meridian 603 Pre/DAC  £1750 £794
Michell Argo/Hera (Pre/PSU)
£1339

£5500 £2798
£4998 £2798
£4998 £2998

£898
Musical Fidelity A120 £549 £295
Musical Fidelity P140 Pwr £600 £250
NAD 3020e Inlg £130 £80
Naim 92 Pre / Flat Cap / 90 Power amp
(6 months old & mint) £1252 £998
Naim 42 Pre £195
Naim 72 £725 £528
Naim 180 Power £1095 £698
Naim 160 (Old style) £495
Naim 250 (Old Style) £1655 £795
Naim 135 Mono's (Late) £3330 £2245
Naim Hi-Cap (Late £700 £495
NVA AP30 (Integrated) £350 €228
Nytech CP122 /CPA602 £700 £325
OCM 500 Power amp £2750 £1698
Onkyo A809 Integrated £145
PS Audio TwoC power amps X 2 £595
Quad 66 Pre-amp £498
Quad 44 Pre-amp

Quad 34 Pre-amp

Quad 405 Power-amp

Rappaport Pre 2 (Pre)

Rotel RB850 Power

Sugden A48 (Circa 1976)

Sumo Athena (Pre) & 9 (Pwr)

Technics SU VX820 £450
Threshold S300 (pwr) £5500 £1500
Tornado 1/ Hurricane 1 £995 £798
YBA 2 (Pre) £1700 £878
I VALVE AMPLIFIERS INTEEER
Arion Electra Integrated £1400 £875
Art Audio Quintet (Monos) £2000 £1198
Art Audio Conductor (Pre) £700 £428

I VALVE AMPLIFIERS (Continved) N
Audio Innovations 1st Audio
(7.5watt heated triode) £1700 £695
Audio Note M1 (Pre) £498
Audio Note P3 (300B Power)  £1298
Audio Research SP11 Mk1
(Revalved & Serviced)  £4995 £1698
Audio Research D130 (Pwr)

£1890 £1495
Audlo Research LS7 (Pre)£1599 £1295
Avantic SPA Il Vintage valves £188
Counterpoint SA20 Pwr  £3000 £1398
Golida SG-502 £950 £698
Gordon Welford (Pre)
Hand made/Hard Wired
Croft Micro (Pre)
Grant G100 MC / Pre / Pwr £2200 £998
Sonic Frontiers
SFM160 (Mono's) £5495 £2498

I CD PLAYERS / DACS NI
Arcam Alpha 1 £320 £195
Arcam Delta 170 /Black Box 3 £585
Arcam Black Box 5 DAC £295
Arcam Alpha 7 CD £330 £235
Arcam Delta 70 CD Player £600 £254
Acoustic Prec Eikos (New) £1850 £1448
Audio Alchemy Drive System 3
4 Box CD Player £1950 £1098
Audio Alchemy Drive 3  £695 £498
DPA Renaissance DAC £569 £395
Krell SBP64X DAC £9900 £4798
Krell MD10 (Transport} £7990 £4398
Marantz CD94 £799 £398
Marantz CD65I11 £250 £125
Meridian 602/606Trans/DACE3350 £1498
Meridian 200/263 £1400 £694
Micromega Duo (2 box) £2299 £1198
Micromega 2.5 Trans £2500 £1495
Micromega DAC1 £500
Mission PCMII £250
Misslon daD 7000
Musical Fidelity Digilog
Musical Fidelity Tubalog £500 £368
Musical Fidelity E600 £600 €£428
Naim CD3
(6 months old / mint) £993 £798
Naim CD1 £1999 £1298
Parasound DAC-1000 £795 €528
Pioneer PDS901 (Silver) £250
Pioneer PD9700 £450 €£254
Pioneer PDM300 (Multi) £600 £298
Proceed PDT1/ PDP1 £3490 £1690
PS Audio UltraLink 2 DACE£2200 £1348
QED Digit Reference £450 £284
Quad 67CD CD Player £900 £695
Technics SL-PS 770A £250 £155
Technics SL PG500A (Silver} £150
Teac P700 Trans + Opt Remote

£900 £645
Trichord Puisar 1 £1195 €847
Wadia 2000 (Trans/DAC) £12,000 £5998
Yamaha CDX 530E £230 £125

N TAPE DECKS / TUNERS _
Audiolab 8000T

Avantic BM611 Valve Tuner
Circa 1960 (no decoderz
Cambridge T55 Tuner Black)
Creek T40 99
Cyrus Tuner 2399
Marantz SD55 3 hd / 2 mir £400
Nakamichi 680ZX £600
Pioneer CT70R 3 head (Silver}
Quad 66 Tuner

Revox B215 £1950
Yamaha KXW282 (Twin)  £260
Yamaha KX480 mint £200
Yamaha T-09 Tuner £150

IR LOUDSPEAKERS NN
Acoustat Model X (valve amps) £1298
Acoustic Energy AE1 £799 £498
Acoustic Energy AE1

(Rosewood) with stands ~ £950 £648
Apogee Caliper Signature £4000 £1508
Audio Note AN J/D (Blk) £930 £548

PART
EXCHANGE

Nobody Values

Your Hi-Fi More
THAT’S OUR PROMISE

I LOUDSPEAKERS (Continved) IR
Dali 104MS Special Edit £650 €418
DCM Time Windows £395
Equation Zero (Blk) £1700 €748
Harbeth HL4 + Stands £1000 £398
JBL M Series M330 PA Speakers£895
KEF 103/4 (Black) £595
KEF 104/2 (Teak)

KEF 70s {Surrounds)

Klipsch Heresy 11 (Black)

Lentek Monitors

Linn Kelidh (Walnut) £750

Linn Kaber (marked) £2200

Linn 1sobarik Passive (Blk)

Linn Sara + Stands

Martin Logan Aerius £2200
Mission 752 (BLack) £580
Mission 754F (Oak) Ex-dem

Mission 765i £695
Monitor Audio R352 (Teak}) £395
Monitor Audio 852 Gold Teak £500

ALL NEW STOCK
FULLY GUARANTEED
PRICED TO CLEAR
- SO BE QUICK!

BUY BACK
PROMISE

Unbeatable ‘Buy-Back’
GUARANTEED on any
future up-grade!

AN LOUDSPEAKERS (Continved) I
Monitor Audio MABOO Rose £795 £395
Musical Fidelity MC2 £195
Prawel Acoustics

Ensemble (Teak) £1398 |
ProAc Response 2 £ £998
REL Stadium Sub (Bik) £648

! Rogers LS-4 (Black)

Rogers LS3/5a (Black)
Ruark Templar 2

Spendor SP1

Spendor BCIII (Teak)
Tangent RS2 + Stands
Tannoy Devon (12" dnvers)
TDL Studio 1

Thiel CS1.2

Townshend Glastonbury Il
Whartedale Coleridge (Blk)
Wilson Audio

Watt 3 + Puppy 2 (Black) £13,300
Yamaha NS10 Studio £300

£1700

26 NEW CAVENDISH ST
LONDON WCIM 7LH
PHONE FOR DETAILS:
0171 486 8262/3

I AMPLIFIERS - SOLID STATE SN
Audiolab 8000C Mk2 Pre £549
Audiolab 8000P Mk2 Pwr £749
Audiolab 8000Q Pre £1099

Audio Research D200
Power - 200 wpc
Chord SPM1000B
Balance Power

Chord SPM1200B
Balance Power

£3250
£2785
£3525

| Chord CPA2800B

Line Stage Pre £3246
DPA Renaissance Intgrtd  £595
DPA DSP200 Line Pre £499
Krell KSA100S £5843
QED Systemline
Kit + Modifications £3000
Thorens TTP2000 Mk1 Pre  £499
Thorens TTA2000 Pwr (35w) £599 €4
Yamaha A970 (New) £800 £507
I VALVE AMPLIFIERS IEREEN
Audio Alchemy

Vac-in-The-Box Phono/Pre £249 €197
Audion Sterling Intgrtd ~ £1200 £947
Audion Silver Knight

Anniversary Monoblocks £3400 £2697
Audion Silver Knight

Integrated 300B £1125 £897
Audio Research BLI Cnvir £888 £587
Audio Research V70 Pwr£4480 £2487
Audio Research
LS5 Mk1 Line Pre
Graaf 5050 Power £2150 £1657
Graaf WFB 2 Pre £1195 £897
PM Components MPL1 Pre plus

2 x Mp211 Power amps  £5000 £2507
Unison Simply Four Pentode

Class A Power amp £1550 £1247
IR (D PLAYERS / DACS NN
Arcam Delta 270CD £800 £447
Audio Alchemy DACMAN £149 €117
Audio Alchemy DACIN-BOX £229 €177
Audio Alchemy Digital

Encoding Engine V1.1 £399 £297
Audio Alchemy DTl Plus £249 €197
Audio Aichemy ACD2 Plyr£490 £397
Audiolab 8000CDM Tms £1399 £1097

£5295 £3997

Audiolab 8000D Rev £899 £697
DPA Renaissance CD Plyr £950 £647
Micromega Stage 4 CD  £600 £397
Micromega Stage 5 CD  £750 £597
Micromega Stage 6 CD  £950 £747
Monarchy DIP Jitterbuster £245 £197
Theta TLC Jitter Buster £229 £177
BN AUDIO-VISUAL I
Lexicon DC1 + AC3 £4000 £2997
Lexicon 500T Touch Screen

Remote Control £2000 £1497
Onkyo TXSV 919 5 Channel

100w Receiver £1995 £1497
Onkyo TXSV 424R 5 Channet

50w RDS Receiver £450 £377
Onkyo TXSV 525R 5 Channel

8w RDS Receiver £600 €477
Orelle XTC POW 1 Power amp

4 channel 175wpc £2000 £1497
Parasound HCA1206 THX

6 Channel power amp £2195 £1697
Rane PE17
Room Equaliser
Rane THX 44
Room Equaliser £1750 €997
I L0UDSPEAKERS NN
B&W THX System £4975 £2977
Castle Howard Mk2 £1200 £947
Epos ES22 £1185 £987
Harbeth HL Compact 7 £1499 £1197
Harbeth HL K6 £1049 €847
KEF Ref Mode! 1 Blk £1199 £997
Klipsch SW15 Sub £1600 £1197
Klipsch DPS Effects THX £800 £597
Klipsch LCR Main and Centre

THX System {Each) £500 £397
Meridian M2500 Active Sub£1595 £1297
Mission 754F £1498 £997
Note Perfect Virtuoso £2750 £1497
Note Perfect Concert £2450 £1297
Pink Triangle Ventrical £896 £597
Quad ESL63 Afrolblack £3450 £1997
Quad fit Gradient SW63
Subwoofer system
Sonus Faber

Electa Amator Mk1
Wilson Witt Mk1

£699 £497

£1750 £997

£3293 £2497
£8888 £6887

[ TRADING STATION

35 Cowgate Peterborough

(01733) 555514
| FAX (01733) 358141

T&mr

g
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test
results

MEASURED PERFORMANCE

AMPLIFIERS

CHORD CPA 1800 AND SPM
400

The Chord SPM 400 power amplifier
produces a healthy | |2watts into 8chms
and no less than |82watts into 4ohms, so
there's plenty of power for all
loudspeakers and rooms, even though the
’400 is very compact.

Frequency response was wide,
stretching from a low 4Hz right up to
70kHz. Chords normally display plenty of
low-end grunt and this model is unlikely to
differ.

Distortion was low right across the
audio band, at all power outputs, from low

to high. Like most solid-state amplifiers
though the distortion spectrum, seen in
our analysis, has extended harmonics,

especially at higher power levels. This may

add a little hardness to the sound.
The Chords measured well, as they
usually do. This is a well-engineered

amplifier. NK
Power I 12watts
CD/tuner/aux.
Frequency response 4Hz-70kHz
Separation 68dB
Noise -96dB

Distortion 0.05%
Sensitivity 450mV
Distortion
0.1%a

0.05

l

)
W LR TR N e e et

10k frequency (Hz) 60k

08608560 8680680000800660068800c866808860080000080080000 0 EEE0E000000000000000E00a00000000000000800000000000ensceneccccccccrccncccse

UNISON RESEARCH SIMPLY
845

Rated at 24watts, the Unison 845 managed
I8watts before running into soft clipping.
It could deliver this power at 40Hz and
10kHz too however, so its power
bandwidth was good. Both channels were
the same.

Unison are hardly conservative in their
rating methodology, especially because SEs
get progressively non-linear as output
increases. So at |2watts the Unison 845
was producing 0.6% distortion, primarily
third harmonic in nature. This will have a
slight brightening effect on the sound.
However, there is unlikely to be any
harshness, because SEs have no crossover
distortion either.

WILSON BENESCH MATRIX MC
The Wilson Benesch Matrix has a high
output of 1.3mV at 5cms/sec rms, so it will
work well even with relatively hissy budget
MC stages. However, this suggests a few
more turns have been put onto the signal
coils, raising effective tip mass. Therefore |
wasn't surprised to find that the cartridge

HI-FI WORLD

CARTRIDGE

Noise and hum were very low and
input sensitivity high at 120mV input for

full output. At low signal levels of a few
watts - all that is needed if you use big,
sensitive floor standers of 90dB SPL or
more - the Unison 845 produces just 0.1%
distortion right across the audio band, a
good result. Our analysis shows second
harmonic is dominant, with third present.
As power goes up third harmonic
distortion increases relative to second.
The Unison 845 measures well enough,
but low power output means it must be
used with sensitive loudspeakers. NK

Power |8watts
CD/tuner/aux.
Frequency response 6Hz-32kHz

had poor tracking in the midband (IkHz)
as a result. I'd expect it to let go on high-
level vocals. Tracking performance wasn't
great at 300Hz either, suggesting low-ish
compliance.
Vertical tracking angle was high at

26degrees, to give adequate disc surface
clearance. This raised vertical modulation

Separation 82dB
Noise -99dB
Distortion 0.11%
Sensitivity 120mV

Distortion

10k frequeney (Hz) 60k

distortion to a modest 3% - not bad.
Lateral modulation distortion was low
though, measuring 0.7%.

Channel separation was unbalanced,
measuring 20dB in one direction and 30dB
in the other, suggesting a misaligned
generator assembly.

Frequency response displays smoothly

MARCH 1998 “
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er details send an

oricraft Audio, 4 Big Lane, Lamh
RG17 8XQ.
all 01488 72

TEL: 01428-651554

P.G. Hi-Fi

Buying & Selling Vintage HiFi, Valves,
Classical LP Records & Spare Parts.

T I <o o Parts For Quad + Leak -

AM2 Tuner

FM1 Tuner £10
FM3 Tuner £70
QCII Pre-Am £30

QA12P Amplifiers (Pair) £Offers
ESL57 Electrostatic
Loudspeakers in

original boxes £350

TL12+ (Pair) £300
Stereo 20 £250
TL12.1 (Pair) £1500
Troughline 3 mono £20

TL25+ (single) Black £150
Varislope (very early)

LW/MW/SW £50
Troughline (very early) FM £60

=N

S.M.E. 3012 Arm with
Detachable Headshell in

o)

original box £200
S.M.E. 3009 Arm with

Detachable Headshell £70
Garrard 301 £150

Valves (G E C Mullard etc )

KT66, ECC81/2/3 6SN7GT +
Many Others.
Please Phone For Details.

Most Models Of Leak Mono +
Stereo Pre-Amps In Stock.

£30 Transformers etc

Vintage Classical LP's Bought
and Sold Decca - SXL
Columbia - SAX HMV - ASD
RCA - SB + LSC

+ Furtwangler / De Vito
Martzy Etc
Please Phone or Fax wanted list

Tannoy 3LZ (Pair) £200
Wharfedale W15FS D/Unit

(Single) £20
Wharfedale W15RS D/Unit

(Single) £15
Ferranti M1 Plus D/Unit

(1930’s) £20
Lowther corner acoustas (pair)

original PM6 1 drive unit

open circuit £350
Lowther acoustas (pair)

rosewood PM6C drivers £300
Decca deccola corner

speakers (Pair) £250
Goodmans Axiom 80 drive

units in original boxes

(pair) £550
Tannoy speakers + drive units
for sale please phone for details

Microphones: various, please
phone for details

Wanted
Tannoy Speakers - Lancaster.
York, G.R.F. and Autograph.

MARCH 1998

FAX: 01428-654592

*NEW*
Liberty Audiosuite vy 2.2

Now includes support for the Turtle Beach 20 bit
Multisound Fiji professional audio DSP soundcard.
(external mic/probe preamp not required with Turtle Beach card)

*** Distortion levels to below 0.003% can now be measured ***

Additional enhancements include :-
* Improved operation for Step Response display
* Improved Time Domain plotting
* New example script (under QC directory) for production testing
of loudspeaker frequency response
* New ASCIH text output report for Thiele/Small parameter tests
* New constant tone output option in SINE and DISTAN
instruments added for convenience
Power Stepping in Distortion Analyzer instrument

plus all the other functions of version 2, making this even more the
most feature rich system available.

Obtain the complete systemwith Software and manual, Calibrated mic,
Probes, Turtle Beach Fiji soundcard, and cables for only

£696.00 excl VAT

call or fax for FREE DEMO DISK
Tony Seaford
MARTON MUSIC
phone/fax 01282-773198

also demonstrated at IPL Acoustics, Westbury, Wilts  01373-823333
Horsham Hi-Fi, Horsham, West Sussex 01403-251587
other locations--please call me

story| HI-FI WORLD
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falling treble on outer grooves, as our Vertical tracking angle 26degrees
analysis shows. Output was -3dB downat  Frequency response 25Hz-10kHz Ereguencylresponse
20kHz relative to |kHz, so the Matrix Channel separation 25dB fevel
won't sound bright. Inner-groove tracing (dB)
loss amounted to -3dB, which will make it~ Tracking ability (300Hz)
sound warmer as it goes across the disc. lateral 45um i
My main reservation about this vertical 45pm &
cartridge is its poor tracking performance.  lateral (IkHz) |4cms/sec. -3
Most alternatives are significantly better. Distortion (45pm)
NK lateral 0.7%
Tracking force 1.9gms  vertical 3%
Weight 6gms  Output (5cms/sec rms) 1.3mV 2k 7k 20k

1requency (Hz)

CD PLAYERS

SONY CDP-X3000ES between the standard filter and filter Nol, Frequency response

Technically the Sony is a well-designed extending the frequency response to el
player with low distortion figures, 19kHz and eliminating any ringing. (dB)
excellent separation and fine dynamic Ultimately the best filter subjectively will
range. But the real interest in this player come down to programme material and +0.5
comes from the choice of digital filters on personal preference. On a final note, the 0
offer to the user via a button on the output level is rather high so take this 05
remote. into account when auditioning. KB

The standard filter gives a very flat
frequency response with an abrupt cut-off  Frequency Response 4Hz-2 | kHz

at the top end which causes some ringing. frequency (Hz)
Combined with the good distortion Distortion (%) left right
figures | would expect this to produce -6dB 0.005 0.004 ——
instruments such as cymbals and triangles -30dB 0.007 0.006
with plenty of sparkle. -60dB 0.38 0.38 'Z;’;)
Filter position Nol gives a significant -90dB 29.2 294
roll off at high frequencies which should -90dB dithered 14.6 14.9 ol
yield a smoother, fuller sound. Filter Separation (dB)  left right .
position No2 goes further in this IkHz 118 ié
direction by providing an even slower 20kHz 100 104 45
roll-off rate. Both these filters limit Noise -104dB
frequency response (-| dB point) to with emphasis -104dB
around |7kHz. Dynamic range 110dB reqventy (H2)
Filter position No3 is a compromise Output 2.5V
Frequency response

Distortion

0.01

Wingr WM AASH b

1k frequency (Hz) 21k

HI-FI WORLD

level

62 frequency (Hz)

Frequency response

level

62 frequency (Hz)
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71 HIGH STREET,
NEW MALDEN,
SURREY, KT3 4BT. '

ENGLAND.
TEL: 0181 336 0012
FAX: 0181 336 2703

: 0%
X4 CREDIT

(SUBJECT TO STATUS)

MUSICAL FIDELITY
X - SERIES

USA ESOTERIA IS HERE!

TANNOY WESTMINISTER ROYAL

JBL ESC550
LIFESTYLE WALL/FLAT MOUNT
DOLBY SURROUND CONSOLE
INCLUDING CD & TUNER WITH FULL SPEAKER
SYSTEM INCLUDING SUB WOOFER
“SIMPLY BRILLIANT"

THE COMPLETE RANGE
OF THIS OUTSTANDINGLY
GOOD VALUE EQUIPMENT

TEAC REF 500/300
HIGH QUALITY MINI
COMPONENT SYSTEMS WITH HIFt SEPERATES
SOUND QUALITY

CHORD

-

MARANTZ REFERENCE
CD17/K.I. CD PLAYERS
PM17 AMPLIFIER
ST17 TUNER
INCREDIBLE BUILD &

SOUNBRDALTY U.K. ESOTERIA

=

UN:QUELY ON DEMONSTRATION

GENUINE BARGAINS AVAILA

EXCLUSIVE AREA DEALERSHIP FOR...
@ ATC ® AURA ® AVi ® B&W @ CASTLE @
@ CHORD @ H/K ® JAMO CONCERT® LINN @

@ MARK LEVINSON @ MUSICAL FIDELITY ®
PROCEED @ PROJECT @ PIONEER @ PRECISION @
ROKSAN @ TEAC @ PLUS:

ALCHEMIST, CABLE TALK, DPA, EXPOSURE, HARBETH,
JBL, MARANTZ, MICHELL, MCINTOSH, NORDOST,

PRECIOUS METALS, REL, RUARK, SENNHEISER, SONIC
LINK, SYSTEMDEK, TANNQY, TDL, AND MANY MORE

N CLEARANCE ITEMS, ‘PHONE FOR DETAILS' NEW MALDEN EX!T (A2403) ON A3 NEAR KINGSTON UPON THAMES

BETTER OFF DEAD

iz vibrations c>2C) seunds perfect

iTEDC

{_—'o@:) W ) i
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LHoDs

OCAT T3 PRESS
HAVERTONSAYS
°...I thought they worked
very well on some low-cost
CD players | had Knocking
About...*

Hi-Fi Choice
July 1995

FOCULFODS & POLIPODS are high performance vibration absorbing
supports designed to be placed under Compact Disc Players, Turntables,
Amplifiers Loudspeakers and all other Audio & Video equipment.
Designed using computer modelling techniques the spherical surface
provides even contact and uniform energy distribution

4 FGCULPODS will support @ POLIPODS

a maximum of 20 Kilos

Designed to support a pair of bookshelf
speakers or 2 items of lightweight Hi-Fi
equipment @ 9

50 nmm dia. x 20 mm

40 mm din. ¥ 1 4mm

£14.95

per pack 4 4 roLirops will support a maximum of 5 Kilos
avallable from (WEATRTH ERRRIESISH0 v ERTORSAYS per pack 8-
most good “. .We found they warked best with £'4.95 YES 8"

Hi-rt CD players; allowing the transport to run A
dealers more smoothly to give a mare open and gvailable from most

natural sound, and better sterea imaging . i Ei
e ATl . 1990 good Hi-Fi dealers

For a |7(11 i[5 information pack and details of
other products from &1 -/ CirkeA 0] A AMIES

&l {01745) 360070 [Pux (01745) 360086
Unit Al, Ffordd Derwen Industrial Estate, Rhyl, Denbighshire, LL18 2YR

B  MARCH 1998

B
DETLER i
A ' e Dynamics

Deflex material is a specially formulated low resilience polymer with
exceptional shock absorbing properties. Loosely grouped molecules
within the matenal rub together and transfer vibrations into heat. In its
soft form the matenal has a texture similar to plasticine but with a high
memory characteristic. the mechanical properties of the matenal
guarantee to reduce unwanted noise.

f

Q
Kk:g\/,,?

=5

.= o'

Place the flexible Deflex
panel thru’ the speaker cut-
out and stick to the inside of
the cabinet using the recom-
mended adhestve.

You need at least 2 Deftex panels Once you have\ﬂi;
for a pair of small bookshel!  gained access to the inside of
speakers, 4 panels for a pair of  the cabinet, remove foam and/or
Tannoy 6's, and at least 6 panels  wool damping from the Inside of
for larger cabinets. the speaker (if fitted).

The simplest and most cost effective way
to upgrade your existing system

.Deflex panels seemed to give greater
tightness and control, improved intermal
clanty, and pitch definition - all without
deadening the sound in any way...*
Audiophve - Janusry 1994
*...the result was sharper imaging, wider
dynamics and a more natural sound..."
Hi-Fi Choice - January 1994

CHOICE VERDICT
Sound Quality [ 111 1]
Value for money EEEEO
"...a marked improvement was obvious from
the first few bars of REM's

Autornatic for the pecple album.
Hi-Fi News & Record Review - March1984

“...But one things for sure - the Deflex panels
are no gimmick They work . *
Audio Video - Decedher 1094

For a FREE comprehensive information pack &
details of other products from SPECTRA DYNAMICS

pad for lining loudspeakers “ deb (01 745) 360070
(UK PATENT N° GBPT 2277008 Fax. (01745) 360086

unil A1, Flordd Ocrwen industrial Estate, Rhyl, Oenbighshire, LL18 2¥YR, UK

Now sit back and listen to the
extra detall In sound, and far less
distortion when played foud.

PANEL PRICES
Standard Panel  £7.95 (28¢cm x 21cm)
Medium Panel £6.95 (28cm x 18cm)
Small Panel £5.95 (24cm x 13cm)
Sub-Woofer Panel £14.95 (34cm diameter)
Adhesive £3.50 Delivery £5,00

--------Ea-J

- —————— == ——

“ The only world acclaimed
fiexible acoustic damping

HI-FI WORLD




ANTHEM CDI

The Anthem CD| has a fairly flat
frequency response, though there is a
noticeable amount of ringing at higher
frequencies due to the high-frequency
'brick wall' filter used. Distortion figures
are fair - they're worse than average at
higher signal levels but improve as the
level drops. Unusually the figures for
separation are slightly better at 20kHz
than at |kHz; you'd normally expect the
reverse. Noise performance is acceptable
but spurious outputs are very well
suppressed, measuring -75dB or so. KB

Frequency Response 4Hz-2 1 kHz
Distortion(%) left right
-6dB 0.013 0.012
-30dB 0.030 0.033

MISSION 750 LE

Under test one Mission 750 loudspeaker
exhibited a slight whistle and a high peak in
the response trace at 800Hz, caused by
rear-panel reflection. On the other, the
reflection was less noticeable but still
there. This will result in coloration.
Otherwise the 750 has raised bass and a
small amount of treble lift to give it a
lively, forward sound. The bass peak
around |30Hz will give this 'speaker fast
bass.

Sensitivity was low at 85.5dB, but
miniatures are less sensitive than big
*speakers. The 750s will need a powerful
amplifier to go loud, around 60WV or so.

One reason for low sensitivity was a
high overall impedance of 9.50hms,
meaning the 'speakers will draw little

HI-FI WORLD

LOUDSPEAKERS

test
results

-60dB 0.41 0.40 20kHz 77 76
-90dB 245 245 Noise -100dB

with emphasis -101dB
Separation (dB) left right Dynamic range 108dB
1kHz 72 72 Output 1.9V

Frequency response

Distortion

li

‘J&i “u 'w:.ww-’

frequency (Hz)

62 frequency (Hz) 25k

current. They are, however, an easy load,
possessing little reactance.

Technically this isn't Mission's best
loudspeaker, but it will probably sound
lively and entertaining. NK

Frequency response

impedance

12 78 400 2k 7k 20k
frequency (Hz)
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EX DEMONSTRATION EQUIPMENT

%
B A (...formerly Bravura)

B&W CDM1Speakers Red Ash Finish £ £525

B&W P4 Speakers Cherry Finish (inc. plinths) £595

5 CYRUS AV-MASTER Pro-logic Processor £550

h EXPOSURE 15 Integrated Amplifier £695
e lr u OSO ra n g e EXPOSURE 17/18 Pre/Power Amplifier £1495

MICROMEGA Stage 5 CD Player £625
MICROMEGA Stage 6 CD Player £795
NEAT Mystique Speakers Chenz Finish £585
PROAC gtudlo 25%egpeokers Cherry Finish £1995
REL Q50 Active Subwoofer £295
ROTEL RC970/RB970 Pre/Power Amp £275
RUARK Templar il Speakers Cherry Finish

YAMAHA CDX-890 CD Player

YAMAHA DSP-E390 Pro-Logic Processor

YAMAHA DSP-A590 Pro-Logic Amplifier £350

YAMAHA DSP-E580 Pro-Logic Processor £450

YAMAHA DSP-E1000 7 Channel Pro Logic Processor £700

QUALITY USED EQUIPMENT

ARCAM Alpha 6 CD Play« £600
AUDIOLAB 80C0C Pre - - plifier

DUAL CS 505-3 Semi-Automatic Turntable

LINN LP12 With lttok Arm and ATOC9

SONY MDP850D Laser Disc Player

"...dynamic, immediate
performance.. .transparent enough to
allow the life in the recording to shine
through..."...a firmer bass quality...
"Piano could sound very good indeed,
tactile and convincing, and vocals could
be just exquisite.” [Virtuoso Bronze,
Hi-Fi News, July, 1997)
"...breathtaking speed and transparency
at low frequencies ... a superb sense of
timing and the ability to play bass-heavy
material with delightful agility...

. d . £
“...plays middle frequencies quite SPENDOR BC1 Teak Finish £349
spectacularly. ...high and low
frenme e sstir e SPECIAL PURCHASE NEW BOXED EQUIPMENT
aplomb. "...fine dynamics ... m&m% ggg; (C:D ll::uyer ggg g:g(s)
“the finesse of an electrostatic and the D Player
timing of a Rehdeko..." [Virtuoso Gold, — YAMAHA Kx-690 3 ”°:: C°”e:e;°7"b i £400 £295
Hi-Fi Choice, June, 1997] VirtuosoReference Now in stock ot e new Audiolab Power Amps The new Cyrus MR3
| The Powerplont || 8000SX  8000PX 8000MX Mulﬁroornn;’dmp
Now, what will they say about the VirtuosoReference? Lt = L]l £550 £850 £1800 (Pair)
Believe it: these are the free range, organic products e
of the audio world - they cost a little more, maybe,
but they give a much better taste. Prices from £2995. Power P l ant
66/67 Upper North Street Brighton BN1 3FL
B*a speakers are designed and manufactured by Tele: 01273 775978 Fax: 01273 748419
Thomas Transducers Email: email@powerplant co vk
Songlines, Fourteen Acre Lane, Three Oaks, HASTINGS,

East Sussex TN35 4NB United Kingdom

ATC, AVI, Aucholab, Arcom, BRO, BAW, Cynus, Exposure, KEF Maraniz, Mission,
Mark Levinson, Pro Ac, Proceed
Tel: +44 (0)1424 813888 Fax: +44 (0)1424 812755

| Rego, Roksen' Stox Trichord and oher quely equipment.
Mail-order and Worldwide Export service available

Superior Quality
Audio/Visual
CcoO USTICS Products
What makes our cables such good value for money ?
- Only available direct from manufacturer - No middle men, and Interconnects & Speaker Cables
no dealer margin - 14 day money back satisfaction guarantee - No
expensive display packaging, we focus your money on the product.
: ¢ e not visit our NEW N nal Shop
www.dbf.u-net.com or c-mail sales a dbf.u-net.com 1994 Best Speaker Cable
Fathom speaker cable 2m pair gold plated 4mm plugs......£ 48.00
Azure gold plated phono-phono Im................. £ 49.99
7,3 L R .
&d| Azure SE gold plated phono-phono 1m... £ 74.99 1995 {@) { ) Best Interconnect & Highly
& | Azure 2 x phono - Spin DIN tm.__ .. £ 49.99 NY, £ ” Recommended Speaker Cable
= Black Velvet gold plated phono-phono 1m.. £ 29.99
< | Black Velvet SE gold plated phono-phono Im.. £ 39.99 1996 @ @ Best Interconnect &
| Black Velvet 2 x phono - 4 or Spin DIN Im___ . £ 29.99 &7 WEF Best Speaker Cable
“| Black Vetvet 4 x phono - 5pin DIN Im___ . .£39.99 Interconnects Spesker Cables
Jackson Pyramid Loudspeakers.... ... pair £229.00
When ordenng DIN cables please give the red nfigurat d ronalit - for phiono 10 DIN 7
et's unnsually atmospheric sound proved engrossing Doesn t Your SYStem Deserve The Best?
otern Theve was great insighn into pertornaces.,
thanks to an uncanny retrieval of low lesel subtetios,”
Black Vebvet (Noel keswood = Hi=li World . anumn 1997)
"The | vzure] cable is very accarate acvoss the handw idth. ¥ rom FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

the highest treble to the deepest bass it has no hidden sasties...”

Please telephone, fax or write to
Azure (Al Siccom - Home Fatertainment Sep.Oct 1997)

Cable Talk, Unit 12, Farnborough Business Centre,
Call now for your FREE 20 page catalogue Eelmoor Road, Farnborough, Hampshire, GU14 7XA.

— Credit card facilities TEL: (01252) 373434 FAX: (01252) 371818
& @ available for fast delivery E
P&P £1.50 in UK Mainland, £5.00 International. Please quote HFW 3/98

DBF-Acoustics. 11 Fishers Mead, Puckeridge, WARE, Herts SG11 ISP
4 how Ielephone] ' )
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CASTLE KENDAL

The Kendal has over-damped bass and a
slow bass roll off as a result. This is rather
odd. The only way to balance out such a
trend is to use both wall and floor to
boost bass output. The Kendal is a floor
stander of course, and it was measured off
the floor to minimise the undulations in
response a floor will introduce, for the
purposes of visual clarity. It must be used
close to a rear wall though.

Castle integrate the two drivers well,
as usual, so there's no crossover dip even
when listening off axis. However, our
response analysis shows the tweeter rolls

TUNER

DENON TU-S10
The TU-S10's performance figures are
about the best possible today, with a few
exceptions. It has 'flat’ frequency response,
although close inspection shows small but
significant treble lift - just enough to
ensure a modicum of brightness that will
also give some enhancement of detail.
Noise was 4dB lower than usual,
measuring -75dB. Since hiss is only audible
during silences its absence isn't of great
impact, but Radio 3 listeners might notice
better clarity. Distortion was also very
low, measuring much less than 0.1% on
sum and difference signals. Stereo
separation was around 10dB better than
the best of the rest, measuring 52dB.
Amongst these excellent figures,
RF sensitivity was peculiarly mediocre at
40pV, attributable | suspect to the
presence of RDS and switchable aerial
inputs. Similarly, the Denon needs no less
than 2mV from an aerial for best results -
a strong signal, so it is best used with a
good aerial. | was baffled to find that this

HI-FI WORLD

off slowly, a trend which will soften out
treble, giving the 'speaker a warm sound.

The Kendal's impedance measured out
at |0ohms overall and our analysis shows
the curve stays high right across the audio
band. This means the 'speaker will

test

Kendal is likely to give it strong vocal
projection, useful with near-wall
positioning. NK

Frequency response

level

consume little power and it usually also {dB)
means low sensitivity (according to
efficiency). In this case the Kendal was =
reasonable in its sensitivity, delivering 2
86dB for one nominal watt of input -5
(2.84V). It will need amplifiers of 40watts-
80watts as a result for reasonable
volumes. — 1
The slight midband prominence of the 12 e 400 2k 7k 20k
frequency (Hz)

tuner has no signal strength meter, a Hiss (CCIR) -75dB
major omission in my view. Otherwise the  Signal for minimum hiss 2mV
TU-S10 delivers a very high standard of Selectivity (at 0.4MHz) 66dB/80dB
performance. NK Sensitivity

mono 3uv
Frequency response 8Hz-16kHz stereo 40pV
Stereo separation 52dB  Signal strength meter: none
Distortion (50% mod.) 0.06%

Distortion

1%

0mi
800 1k
test tone

requency (Hz)

Frequency response

level
(dB)

50 200 ik 5k 20k

frequency (Hz)
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PRICE VALIDITY TO END MAY 1998 - ASK ABOUT ANY TYPES NOT ON THIS LIST

CHELMER
VALVE

COMPANY
for High Quality Audio Tubes

Everybody in the tube business knows that the justly famous Brand names of yesteryear like BRIMAR,
GEC, MULLARD, RCA & TELEFUNFKEN Etc. Etc. are scarce and often very expensive.
Although we supply all major brands when available (and have many in stock) our policy is to offer a
range of tubes, mostly of current manufacture, the best we can find from factories around the world,
which we process specially to suit audio applications. The result - CVC PREMIUM BRAND.

Our special processing includes selection for LOW NOISE, HUM & MICROPHONY and controlled
BURN-IN on all power tubes to improve STABILITY and select out tubes with weaknesses Etc.

A selection of CVC PREMIUM Audio Tubes

PRE-AMP TUBES POWER TUBES POWER TUBES SOCKETS ETC.
ECCs81 5.00 | EL34G 7.50 | (continued) B9A (Chassis or PCB) 1.60
ECC82 5.00 | EL34 (TESLA) 8.00 | 6336A 46.00 | B9A (Ch or PCB) G/Plated  3.00
ECC83 5.00 | EL34 (Large Dia.) 8.50 | 6550A 11.00 | Octal (Ch. or PCB) 1.80
ECC85 6.00 | EL84/6BQ5S 4.70 6550WA or WB 13.50 | Octal (Ch. or PCB) G/Plated 4.20
ECC88 5.00 | EL509/519 13.00 | 7581A 11.00 | 4 Pin (For 2A3, 3008 etc.) 3.30
ECF82 5.00 | E84L/7189A 6.50 | 807 9.00 | 4 Pin (For 2A3, 3008 elc)
ECL82 5.00 | KT66 9.50 | 811A 11.00 G/ Plated 5.00
ECL86 5.00 | KT77 12.00 | 812A 34.00 | 4 Pin Jumbo (For 211 etc.) 11.00
EF86 5.50 | KT88 (Standard) 12.50 | 845 30.00 | 4 Pin Jumbo (For 211 etc.)
E80F Gold Pin 10.00 | KT88 (Gold Special) 21.00 Gold Plated 15.00
E81CC Gold Pin 6.80 | KT88 (Gold Lion Pair) 60.00 SRCTIES 5 Pin (For 807) 3.00
E82CC Gold Pin 8.00 | PL509/519 9.00 EZ80 4.00 | 7 Pin (For 6C33C-B) 4.50
E83CC Gold Pin 7.50 | 2A3 (4 or 8 Pin) 14.50 EZ81 4.50 | 9 Pin (For EL, PL509,
E88CC Gold Pin 8.00 | 211 22.00 | GZ32 11.00 Ch. or PCB) 5.00
6EU7 6.00 | 300B 50.00 | GZ33 9.50 | Screening Can
6SL7GT 4.50 | 6C33C-B 27.00 | GZ34 6.50 (For ECC83 etc.) 2.00
5SN7GT 450 | 6L6GC 6.50 | GZ37 7.50 | Anode Connecter
6922 5.20 | 6L6WGC/5881 8.00 | 5U4G 5.00 (For 807 etc.) 1.50
7025 6.50 | 6V6GT 5.00 | 5vV4GT 4.50 | Anode Connecter
6080 11.50 S5Y3GT 4.00 (For EL509 etc.) 1.70
6146B 10.50 524GT 4.50 | Retainer (For 6L6WGC etc.) 2.00
a few “Other Brands” (inc. Scarce typ
5AR4/GZ34 MULLARD 20 00 | 6B4G RAYTHEON 27 00 6SN7GT BRIMAF 550 3E1 STC 110.00
SR4GY RCA, STC 7.00 | 6BW6 BRIMAR 5.00 12AT7WA MULLARD 5.00 |805 CETRON 50.00
5R4AWGY CHATHAM USA 10.00 | 6BX7 GT SYLVANIA 8.50 12AY7 GE-SYLVANIA 7.75 |5842A GEC 15.00
5U4GB RCA or GE 12.00 | 6CG7/6FQ7SYLVANIA 7.50 12AZ7 GE 7.50 |6080W TUNGSTOL 12.50
S5YSWGT SYLVANIA 5.00 | 6CL6 RCA or GE 5.00 12BH7A GE or RCA 13.00 |6550A GE 22.00
6AS7G RCA or SEIMENS 12.00 | 6CW4 RCA 11.00 12BY7A GE 9.00 |6146B GE 17.00
6AUBWC SYLVANIA 3.50 | 6SL7GT STC 5%50 12E1 STC 12.50

ALL PRICES IN U.K. POUNDS £
Please note carriage charge extra + VAT (EEC Only) - When ordering state if matching required (add £1.00 per tube).
Payment by CREDIT CARD (ACESS, VISA, MASTERCARD) or BANKERS DRAFT, TRANSFER or CHEQUE (UK ONLY).
FAX or POST your ORDER - We shall send PROFORMA INVOICE if necessary.

Valve Amplifiers sound better still fitted with CVC PREMIUM Valves!

Chelmer Valve Company, 130 New London Road,

Chelmsford, Essex CM2 0RG. England.
© 44 (0)1245 355296 Fax: 44 (0)1245 490064




/Imidland Audio X-change

181 Franche Road Kidderminster
Worchester .DY11 5AD

Telephone: 01562 822236 Mobile: 0421 605966
Roksan
Midland Audio Exchange have to the foowing products on permanent demonstration.
Turntables
Touraj Mogghadon Signature/Artermiz/Shiraz £5310.00
Xerxes X/Tabriza/Corus black £1845.00
Radius 3/Tabriz/Corus black £1090.00
CD Players
Attessa DP3 Transport/Attessa DA2 Mk2/Attessa DSS £2439.00
Attessa DP3 CD player £1595.00
Caspian CD player £895.00
Amplifiers

Rok L1.5 preamplier £2250.00
Rok L2.5 preamplier £1295.00
Rok $1.5 power amplifier £1495.00
Rok M1.5 mono power amplifier £2250.00
Caspian Integrated £695.00
Caspian power amplifier £595.00
Loudspeakers

Ojan 3 x Loudspeaker £1195.00 £1395.00
Ojan 3 Loudspeaker £795.00 £995.00
Rok-One Loudspeaker £549.00 £649.00

Other Products Available

Xerxes X ug?rades rosewood only £950.00 inc ﬁning
£395.0

Artexerxes X phono amplifier

Xps v reference xerxes power supply £320.00
Tabnzi upgrade inc armcable £170.00
Artemiz upgrade inc armcable £220.00
Xerxes power supplies XPS 3.5 inc DSU £320.00

Any aspect or format concerning Roksan please call John Roberts for an
informative but informal chat.

MICHEL) INEERI
! BecominF one of the most popular analogue manufacturers in the UK at the moment, these beasts
h 5

never fail to impress, both with Awesome Orbe and Superb Gyrodeck. Always a good selection of
to inations availabte to hear on these formidable machines

and cartridge cox
Products on full demonstration

The Orbe tnc. SME V/Ortofon Rohmann
The Gyrodeck inc RB300/MC20 Supreme
The Gyro Power QC psu

| The Iso phono stage inc. Hera psu
The Alecto stereo power amplifier
The Alecto mono power amplifiers

£4,395.00
£1,474.00
£ 399.00
£ S75
£1,150.00
£1,989.00
Please ring now to book your demonstration on any Michell produzts.

AUDIO NOTE

With a new compact disc player now available at an astorushing price of £999.00, it incorporates a
20 bit D/A conversion system, and a state of art SONY mechanizm. We anticipate a high demand
for this baby, so book a demonstration today to avoid disappointment.

Midiand Audio Exchange will also be demonstrating the all new M3 Line/Phono preamplifier,
without a doubt the finest valve gre we have had in the building. At an affordable pnce of 50.00
for the line version and £4650.00 for the phono, if three dimensional, and an "open window' is what
your system lacks then look no further.

Analogue fanatics will be glad to hear that the old range of Voyd turntables are now available unto
the Audio Note banner.

The Voyd Valdi is now known as the AN TT Two 995.0¢
The Voyd is now known as the AN TT Three 1995.00
The Super version is available at 2450.00
The Reference 0.5 is 4450.00
The Reference i1s 9900.00
The Super Reference is a staggering £36,500.00
Current AUDIO NOTE products on demonstration

OTO Se Phono 1495.00
M1 Preamplifier Phone 750.00
P2 Se Power amplifier 1499.00
DAC 1 Digital to Analogue Convertor 675.0
AN S1 Moving coil transformer 449.0
AN TT 1 Entry level tumtable inc RB250 & 1Q 1 Cartridge 725.0
AN TT 3 Hi end tumtable inc AN 1s/AN V Tonearm 3190.00
Meishu 300b integrated line amplifier 2750.00
Conguest mono 300b Se Poweramplifiers £ 4450.00
AN-CD2 Integrated CD Player,

ECC 82 Output Stage £ 999.00
Audio Note Loudspeakers AN-KSP/JSP/ESP from€ 830.00to€ 1860.00

139.0010€ 575.00

Midiand Audio Exchange are currently demonstrating the following superb CD players.

£ 423.00 inc remote
549,

Audio Note Silver interconnects AN-S/AN-V/AN-Vx from £

‘ Rega Planet CDé)layer

Orelle CD 100e CD player £ 00
Roksan Caspian CD player £ 895.00
DPA Renaissance CD player £ 925.00
Monrio anilege CD player £ 895.00
Audio Note CD 2 player £ 999.00
| Roksan Attessa CD player £1595.00
Roksan Attessa 3 box £2439.00
| Mark Levinson No. 39 {(now only) £4999.00
Also, we have the finest choice in up and coming integrated amplifers
Audio Analogue Puccini SE 595.00
Densen Beat 100 650.00
Roksan Caspian 695 00
i Orelie SA100 449.00
Audio Note Oto Se (phono) 500.00
Electrocompaniet EC1-2 £ 995.00
Densen DM10 £1375.00
\ S/Hand and Ex Demo Clearance Items - March 1998
WAS NOW
Arcam Alpha 6 CD player (6 months old) 599 395
| Audio Innovations P2 M/C phono stage 949 649
Audio Innovations Series 1000 PCU 199 99
Audio Research 0 VT power amp 2300 995
Audio Research D130 power amplifier 1890 1295
Audio Research LS7 preamplifier 1599 1195
Audiolab 8000P/8000C pre/power 1080 650
DPA Enlightenment DAC (ex demo) 825 675
DPA Renaissance Cd player 950 750
‘ Kef Q 55 loudspeakers (new) 499 375
Linn Kan Il black inc stands 780 325
Linn Kans Mk1 teak 425 11¢
Linn LP12 Cirkus Lingo walnut 2225 750
Michell Iso MC phong stage 420 325
Micromega Sla?e 1 CD player 549 349
Mission Cyrus 781 loudspeakers 200 85
Monitor Audio 352 rosewood speakers 299 159
\ Nakamichi Cassette Deck 2 399 249
QLN Split Field Sg\atures cherry 1500 1199
subwoofers 678 425

_ Rogers LS33 & 5.

HI-FI WORLD

Suppliers & Installers of High Quality Audio
Systems

Roksan - Rega -

Michell - D.P.A - ProAc

Audio Note - Densen- UKD- Orelle - Myriad -
Implulse - Ruark- Mark Levinson

It digital _is not
Tumtables/Tonearms/Cartridges.
Rega Planar 2 / RB 250

Rega Planar 3/ RB 300
Systemdek 2 x 2 / RB 300

Audio Note ATT 1/RB 300
Roksan Radius / Tabriz

Roksan Xerxes X / Tabrizi

Cartridges at M.A.X.

Rega Planar 8 / RB 250
Michell Mycro / RB 300
Michell Gyrodeck / RB 300
Michell Orbe / SME / Graham
Roksan TMS / Artemi

Audio

lemiz
Note ATT 3/AN1s/ ANV

Ortofon - All models stocked
Tyra - Lydian Clavis DaCapo
ransfiguration - Spint, Temper
Sumiko - All models stocked
Grado - Signature series
Roksan - All' models stocked
Rega - Al models stocked
Goldrin - 10 series
Audio Note - Most of range in stock
Dynavector - All models stocked

our bag then choose from our fine selection of Analogue

We also pride ourselves in keeping a wide range of phono stages in stock, starting with -

Rotel RHQ 970 BX

Henley Designs HMC 50

Densen DP 02 Drive

Rega EOS

Roksan Artexerxex X
Electrocompaniet ECP1

Unison Research simplhphono
ﬁhdis%No(e Moving Coil Transformers

AN S2

£495.00
£499.00

£349.00
£449.00

Always a wide range on Loudspeakers to listen to from, ProAc / Impulse / Audio Note /
Roksan / Ruark /Rega / Kef / QLN / JM Labs / Diapaison and Blueprnnt.

Recommended Vinyl

Allman Brothers Band
Pepper

Arthur Louis ifealunng Eric Clapton)

Average White Band

Blue Nile

Bob Dylan

Boston

Buddy Hollr

Cannonball Adderley

Cassandra Wilson

Car Stevens

Dave Brubeck

Dizzy Gillespie

Doc & Merie Watson
Eagles

Eagles

EL

fvis

tvis

Mi

Mi

rykah Badu
leetwood Mac
Frampton Comes Alive
Hank Mobley

Herbie Hancock
Horace Partan

Ike Quebec

Janis lan

Janis lan

Jimi Hendrix

Jimi Hendrix

Jimi Hendrix

Jimi Hendrix

Joan Armatrading
John Lee Hooker
John Mayall

Lee Morgan

Louis Armstrong/Duke Eliington
Massenet L Fremaux
Miles Davis

Miles Davis

Mobile Fidelity Titles
Mong Alexander

M Blues

Nina Simone

Oscar Peterson
Oscar Peterson
Paco Pena

Patricia Barber

Pink Floyd

Pink Floyd

Queen Rocks

REM

Ravel

Rick Wakeman

Ry Cooder

aint Saen

Santana

Santana

ergio Mendes and Brasil '66

Miller

'he Best of Roy Orbison

The Doors

The Doors

The Weavers

E%m Petty and The Heartbreakers

Van Morrison
Wayne Shorter

Brothers and Sisters MFSL ZOOSnn £19.95
Meets Rhythm Section AP HQ 180 grm£21.95
Knocking * on Heaven's Door 1195
AWB MFSL 200 grm 19 99
Peace at Last 11.75
Time Out Of Mind 120 grm double 14.99
Boston MFSL 200 ?rm 19.95
MCA Heavy Vinyle 180 grm 24.95
Something Else 180 grm 15.90
New Moon Daughter 19.95
1zitiso MFSL 200 grm 19.99
Time Out 180grm £21.95
Alone Together MCA Heavy Vinyl 180 grmg£24.95
Virgin Vinyl 21.95
Fireball/in Rock Limited Edition 14.95
Go 180grm 15.90
Reunion Big Band MPS 180(?rm 19.95
Picking the Blues AP HQ 180 grm 2195
Hell Freezes Over 17.90
Hotel Caifornia DCC 180 grm 2195
Tarkus MFSL 200 grm 19.95
24 Karat Hits DCC 180 grm Doubte 34.95
Elvis is Back DCC 130 grm £21 95
EMI 100 Years 180 grm (Al titles stocked)£14.90
80 grm Jazz Classics 1590
Baduizm 10 90
Rumours 180 gmm £15.90
MFSL 200 grm Double 34 95
Soul Stazion 180 grm 1590
Blow Up, 18%;m\ 15 90
On the Spur of the Moment Blue Note 180 gm£ 19 95
Soul Samba Biue Note 180 gm £1995
Revenge .95
wBreakinrg Silence 180 grm 24 95
Band of Gypsies 12.95
R.U. Expenenced 17.95
Axis Bold As Love 180 grm 21.95
First Rays of the New Rising Sun 180 gm £21.95
Same 180 %m 19.95
The Real Folk Blues_Alto 180 grm 19 95
The Blues Alone MFSL 200 grm 19,95
Sidewinder 180 grm 15.90
Sessions 180 grm 19.95
Le Cid/Last Sleep 180 grm 21.95
Kind of Biue Double 180 gm 38.00
Tutu 180 grm 15.90
200 gm Special Offer 19.99
Live At Montreux 180 Erm 19.95
Every Good Boy MFSL 200 grm 19.99
Sings The Blues 180 gm 19.95
We Get Requests 15.90
the Lost Tapes MPS 180 grm £19.95
Flamenco Pure Live 180 grm 21.95
Café Blue 180 grm £21.95
EMI Cent 180 grm Box Set 99.95
EMI Cent 180 grm Single Albums 15.90
Best of Queen 180 grm 17.90
Murmur MFSL 200 grm 19.95
Panéy Rglpsodie Espanole 180 grm £21.95
J.T.CO.TE. MFSL 200 grm 19.95
Paris Texas 180 grm 15.90
L Fremaux - Organ Symphony 180 grm  £21.95
1st Album 180 grm 19.99
Abraxas 180 gm 21.95
180 r:;m 19.95
Cool Struttin’ Blue Note 150 gm 19.95
Qutward Bound 180 %rm 15.95
Greatest Hits DCC 180 grm 21.95
DCC 180 grm double 32.95
DCC 180 grm 21.95
Strange Days DCC 180 ?rm £21.95
Reunion At Carnegie Hall AP HQ 180 grm£21.95
She’s The One £11.90
unfor%enable Fire MFSL 200 grm 19.95
Moondance 180 grm 90
Speak No Evil 18% arm 15.90

All these titles are available from stock mail order - a charge of £1.50 per consignment will be

made.

Roksan Caspian amplifiers 2nd quality
Roksan Ojan 3 rosewood speakers 2nd
Roksan Xerxes RB300 ATOCS/XP5 3
Rotel RC 970 BX pre amp (new)

Rotel RP855 turntable

Sonus Faber Ironwood Stands

Sonus Faber Minima Amators

Tascam 688 Midi studio (flight cased)
VPITNT Mk 2.5 (new parts fitted)
Midland Audio Exchange are Iooking for
paid. Call John Roberts on 01562 82223

-
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STOP PRESS !!
Audio Note Musical Evening
12th February 1998 Ring for Information
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good used British & American Hi-Fi, cash
now!



Audio Note Kit Amp/iﬁers ~

-
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The Audio Note Kit One (iiustrated)

Based around the justly famous 3008 directly heated triode, we see this kit as the
introduction to real Audio Amplification, as it covers all the important aspects of
design necessary, Single Ended, No-Feedback, Class A, Ditectty Heated Tnode,
to become a member of this exclusive club of ampilifiers.

Kit One has one 3008 per channel running at 420 voits with 75mA current giving

8-9 watts of the cleanest power you will ever hear, the Input stage consists of

a 6SN7GT with @ 5687 double tiode driver stage running in SRPP. The power supply

is capacitor-choke-capacitor configuration with a SU4G HT rectifier, the 3008's have
a DC filament supply for hum-free operation whilst the other valves are AC heated.
Component quality is similar to our Level 2 finished products, Audio Note paper in oil
signal capacitors, Beyschlag 1 watt 1% metal film resistors, good quality electrolytics
(sorry NO Black Gates!) and a simple, attractive
stereo chassis in black paintwork. We have
several component and cosmetic
upgrodes availaple for Kit One,
please ask for details.

The Kit One
has recently
been
awarded the
title “The
Greatest Audio
Bargain of the
Twentieth Century”
by Dick Oisher
{ex-Stereophile} in a review on
the internet - this Is just one of
many rave reviews, coples of
which we con supply on request.

Price: £799 incl. VAT,

which includes ALL parts & valves
(ves, also the 2 x 3008’s needed)
but not postage/packing which
to UK customers is £12.

KIT ONE ORDER CODE: AN-KIT-001

The Audio Note Kit Two

Kit Two features a single 6550 tefrode running In Single-Ended mode, yielding some
12 watts of pure Class A. With a valve rectified HT for the output stage, stereo chassis,
and 6SN7GT input and 12AX7/ECCB83 SRPP driver stage, componentry and chassis
as Kit One.
Kit Two costs £599 Incl. VAT, includes vaives, but not postage/packing.

KIT TWO ORDER CODE: AN-KIT-002

The Audio Note Kit Three

Kit Three features 2 x 300B's per channel running in single-ended paraliel ielding
16/17 watts In pure Class A. This kit is on fwo mono chassis with valve rectified HT
supplies, no signal feedback, it uses a 6SN7GT double fiode as input vaive and
a pair of 5687 double fiodes running in SRPP as drivers. The Kit Three is essentially
a mono version of the Kit One with double the power, the same component choices
and on two chassis’ instead of one.
The Kit Three costs £1,550 incl. VAT but excluding delivery.

KIT THREE ORDER CODE: AN-KIT-003

The Audio Note Kit Four

The Kit Four is really our infroduction to valve ampiifier kit building, the circuit and
power supply being mounted on a single printed circuit board. The high-quality push-
pull output and mains transformers are all mounted in a small aluminium chassis
covering everything so nabody will be able to see that you have succumb to the lure
of the valve ampilifier which is sweeping the world. The clrcult consists of two 6V6GT
tetrodes running in Push-Pull class A, yielding about 10 watts. driven by G 6SN7GT and
a 12AX7/ECC83 input stage. Easy 1o build, even for the beginner. Visually Kit Four
matches the Audio Note Pre-ompiifier shown here but with a single chrome-plated
volume control. As with all Audio Nofe kits everything {except solder) is included.
The Kit Four costs: £299 incl. VAT but not delivery.

KIT FOUR ORDER CODE: AN-KIT-004

Audio Note is happy to provide a wide range of complete kifs, output and mains
fransformers, chokes, paper in oil, aluminium, tin, copper of sitver foil signal
capacitors, Black Gate, Cerafine or standard electrolytic capacitors, tantalum,
carbon and metal film resistors, silver wires, Inferstage and driver transformerts,
switches, balance controls, potentiometers, attenuators, chassis's and fitings for the
quality oriented DIY'er, whether you are beginner or hardened experimenter, male
or female, we have the best {and not always most expensive) ports for most projects.

Audio Note Loudspeaker Drivers & Kits

We shall be offering the speaker drivers that we use in our own loudspeakers for general
sale from now on. You can by the drivers individually or together with matched and
tested cross-overs, cabinet drawings and reflex ports.

Audio Note Circuits, Valvedata & Basic Technical information

If you would like some suggestions which to base a future project around, then we shall
be happy to provide you with a clicuit pack containing good clrcutts iike ONGAKU,
KEGON/KASSAI, NEIRO, GAKU-ON plus several other power amplifier circuits and the
M7Tube & M10 pre-amplifiers, which are the best sounding pre-amplifier circurts we
have come across.

Audio Note Quality Output Transformers

We are in the process of building up four separate ranges of Audio Note output
transformers. in order to offer the best possible outputs at different pricepoints. they will
tall into four categories,

Economy range Selected to ensure quality audio in a price efficlent package.
Mid-price range Top quality with specially selected components.

High Quality range Double C-core outputs for single-ended circutts exclusively.
Super High Quality range All-siver wired outputs of the best possile quality.

Audio Note offer a design, prototyping and production service, where we can supply
for aimost any requirement. Please telephone for details.

Audio Note Mains Transformers

Available for most popular designs. We shall continue to expand the range as
opportunities become available.

Audio Note Driver, Interstage & Pre-Amplifier Output Transformers

Here is a product group that you do not see advertised every day! As usual we start
small with the infention to grow quickly.

Audio Note Paper in Oil Signal Capacitors

These handmade signal capacitors are sonically superior to any of the plastic or other
paper types we have come across. If you have never experienced the difference that
a really good paperfoil capacitor can make in a valve amplifier, then you reaily
should fry.

Audio Note Paper In Qil Tin Foil Signal Capacitors

The tin foll is better than alu-foil for most applications, we recommend you fry theml

Audio Note Paper In Oil Copper & Silver Foil Signal Capacitors

These copperfoll paper signal capacitors are considerably befter than both the
standard offerings and the tin folls. To start with there will be a few values / voltages of
each avaiiable and we shall expend as fast as we can fo cover all the popular values.

Audio Note Acid & Chloride Free Silver Solder
The best solder available, used in all our amplifiers trom OTO fo the mighty GAKU-ON.

Audio Note Cables & Wires

Audio Note manufacture a range of high quality copper and siiver coax, speaker and
wiling cables, which, depending on the overall price of the project, will do justice to
any hifi system, regardiess of price. Please call for prices and detalls.

Audio Note High Quality Stepped Aftenuators & Switches

These handmade attenuators and switches are manufactured by a friend of
Mr Kondo of Audio Note. They are the best you can buy.

Audio Note High Quality Valve Bases

All of our valve bases are of the highest possiole quaiity materials. Ceramic, Teflon
and goid and siver plated. If you want the best look no further - they are the ulfimatel

Audio Note Resistors

Audio Note endeavour to stock the entire E12 range of all the different makes of
resistor, since most are used In our products sfock ks generally available within four weeks.

BEYSCHLAG - HOLCO - SHINKOH Tantalum Film Resistors
AUDIO NOTE 1/2 Watt Tantalum Resistors

AUDIO NOTE 1 Watt Tantalum Resistors

AUDIO NOTE 2 Watt 1% Tantalum Resistors

AUDIO NOTE Precision Carbon Film Resistors

ALLEN BRADLEY 1 Watt 5% Carbon Film Resistors



Components & Valves
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The Audio Note Pre-Amplifier Kit (iustrateq)

A complete kit loosely based on the Audio Note
M7Tube pre-ampilifier circuit is now
avalkable. The moving-magnet
compdatible phono stage
consists of @ cascode
input, with passive RIAA
equalisation and anode-
follower output using the
12AX7/ECCB83. Line buffer/
ampilification for the four line
inputs consists of an ECC82
canfigured in paraliel anode-
follower mode. For the power supply a
vaive rectifier and choke-input fitering
are employed. All circuitry Is housed in
a non-magnetic aiuminium chassis
gving the very best sound quality.

Both phono and line stages are bullt on
‘frock-kess’ pcbs allowing easy construction
but with the sonic benefits of hard-wiring.

The standard-quality version aof the pre-
amp kit includes Roederstein polyester
film capacitors, Beyschiag 1 watt 1%
metal film resistors, Noble open-frame
style potentiometers and all pcbs, valves,
wire efc. Vanous component upgrades
are avaliable, details upon request.

Cost of The Pre-Amplifier Kit is: £349
Incl. VAT but not delivery.

Audio Note Black Gate Electron Transfer, High Performance,
Graphite Foil Capacitors

Audio Note is curentty the sole source in Europe that holds any significant range of
values in stock, we use Iterally 1000's in production, as we were the first comoany to
redlise the remendous benefits that Block Gate capachors offer, and we are to date
the only high-end audio company in the world to incorporate Block Gate capachors
conslstently in our finished products.

There are very few audio parts that promise a guaranteed improvament when
teplacing practically any other part, but this is what the BLACK GATE capachors
actually do. Exchanging any elechiotytic capacior anywhere in the circuit of an
omplifier or in the crossover of a speaker will greatly improve sound quality. We are
working on some guidelines as to where, how and which types of Black Gates to use
in ditferent clrcuits, the first such technicat guideline is available now and is called
*Improving your CD-Player” and can be obtained by sending a stamped oddressed
envelope to us requesting this leafiet. All AUDIO NOTE Level 2 Signature products use
Black Gate Electron Transfer in critical signal / power supply junction:.

Audio Note Cerafine Powdered Ceramic Electrolytic Capacitors

We have at long last secured a reliable source for these fine power supply fiter
capacitors, a must in any single-ended project. The Cerafines redlly cover many of
the Black Gates values and wherte the prices for the BG's are prohibitive the Cerafine
is a fine sounding altemative. We have increased the range of Cerafines we stock
quite recently, and strongly recommend all the Cerafines as a far superior
replacement or substitute for ordinary electiotytics, and at the prices offered that
shouid be within most budgets. All power supply Cerafines are supglied with o
capacitor clamp and are upright mounting.

Audlo Note Potentiometers

The best available from a sound quality / price viewpoint, made by Nobie in Japan,
utilising high quality conductive plastic film. However a better atemative is the KO-ON
volume controls which are used in pre-amplifiers fike the M7 Tube, M7Line, and in a
mono version on the input in the NEIRO, KASSAI, KEGON and GAKU-ON, these are very
good sounding pots by any standard.

Audio Note also cany large quantities of STANDARD TYPE SWITCHES, STANDARD
ELECTROLYTIC CAPACITORS (good quality industrial types), RCA, BNC, BANANA, PLUGS,
RCA SOCKETS, SPEAKER & GROUND TERMINALS & LOUDSPEAKER SPADES.

Audio Note Moving Coil, CD Line & Input Matching Transformers

Audio Note now offer moving coll, CD and Input matching fransformers for general
sale, Common to all of these small signal fransformers is that they come in a
mumetal screening can with a threaded spindle with a nut for mounting.

Valves
The Audio Note AV300BSL (iiustrated)

Audio Note is proud and happy to announce a joint venture with Mr Alesa Vaic of
AWT in the Czech Republic, under the agreement reached Alesa Vaic’s company will
be making a range of ditectly heated tiodes for small signal, driver and output stages
exclusively for Audio Note. This will with time allow

us to explore hitherto uncharted temtory in the /
field of Single-Ended Audio Amplifier
design, by putting us in a position

to design and manufacture

triodes speclfically for a given
purpose, something which has

not been within our reach in the
past, where we have atways had

to settle for the best amplifying
devices avallable, but which

good as many of them are, were
generally made for other purposes.

Cunentty, we have a super linear veision of
the 300B available, dubbed The Audio Note
AV300B SL # is avallable in limited numbered
somples at US $250 each efther single, or in
matched pairs. We will follow this faily quickly by G
new, more powerful, power friode, the Audio Note
AV32B SL with 65 watt dissipation for about 18 watt class A in single-ended configuration
for an expected price of US $300 each. The Audio Note AV5ZB SL with an 85 watt
dissipation for 28 watts of class A operation will be avaiiable in eary 1998.

This will be quickly followed by the most powerful and linear power tiode available -

the Audio Note AV462B SL with 120 watt dissioation for about 42 watt class A in single
ended configuration at an expected price of US $500 each, i will help advance the
case for SE operation despite the deplorable inefficiency of most modem loudspeakers!!

Audio Note Selected Audio Valves

Our valves are selected from the best available sources ard are fested fo the same
stingent standards that we apply in the production of our own amplifiers. They fall info
two categorles, standard production fems and rare, mosty NOS (New Old Stock}
valves which are no longer in production. We have compiked a special list of the NOS
ftems, which is available against a stamped self addiessed envelope, if you live
outside the UK, send US $2. You should be aware that the valves on this list are NOT
cheap, but we have stock of original GE, RCA and United Electionics 211, both
s‘andard versions and reinforced anode type for the US airforce, 845 Westinghouse,
VI25/10/10Y, VI62/801A, WE300B, STC4300A, Mullard GZ34/CV1377, Tungsol 5U4G
(best sounding 5U4G we have ever heardl), Chatham S5R4WGY and many others.

Audio Note Recommended Magazines Full lis! available on request

Listener - Review based music & hi-fi magaozine that contains some of the
best considered & well written arficles in print. A very good read £4 per copy.

The Audio Adventure - Well produced publication. a good alternative to the
established magazines Not afraid fo be confroversial. £4 per copy.

Sound Practices - Our best seller A must for all DIY projects.

Contributors include Audio Nole, Herb Reichert and Diego Nardi. £5 per copy.

Vacuum Tube Valley - Specialising in anything to do with audio valves A wedalth
of information on specitic valves and their applicalions. £8.50 per copy.

Positive Feedback ~ Including zany, controversial arlicles flom a wide range
of contributors including our own Peter Qvorinup. £7 per copy.

FOUNDING S PONSOR
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Call for or more information. Ask for a full components cataogue or see our web page.

Audio Note

Music’s Finest Conductor

Audio Note (UK) Ltd, Unit C, Peacock Incustrial Estate
Lyon Close, 125-127 Davigdor Road, Hove, East Sussex BN3 15G

Tel: +44 (0)1273 220511 Fax: +44 (0)1273 731498
Web: www.audionote.co.uk



Oxgord Audio Consultants
HI-FI SPECIALISTS
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Our superb service is the same, regardless of price.
0 DEMON =

KRELL KPS25 1D PL AY' R THE N«W R RENCE. AT LA IT'S HERE!

JADIS - THE NEW DRCHESTRA CD & AMP - £1099 FA Il - THESE ARE
GOING TO BE WORLD BEATERS - You owe it (o yourself to audition this
French Duo - Styling to die for as well ! !

AUDIO RESEARCH - WATCH THIS SPACE - A HOST OF NEW PRODUCTS
From this dynamic company incl \'TSO/LSY/LSS/CD2/100.2

KRELL FPB60O - we now have this awesome powerhause on permanent demonstration

WILSON AUDIO SYSTEM 5 - still our refereice speaker, ours sound even better now! !

SONUS FABER ELECTA AMATOR 2 - a startling improvement on a classic design

PROAC RESPONSE FIVES - just out and very special

THETA JADE TRANSPORT - A TOP-CLASS REPIACEMENT FOR THE DATA
BASIC 2

EXPOSURE CD PLAYER - have yau read the Stereophile review ???

STOP PRESS: NEW PRODUCTS FROM PINK TRIANGLE INCL LITAURAL CD
PLAYER & TARANTELLA TURNTABLE

KRELL KAV 3Mi INTEGRATED AMPLIFIER ! ! - now joined by the 300CD/250P
PREAMP AND 250A POWER AMP - incredible value for money - just ask for a dem

B & W CDM7 LOUDSPEAKERS - g very convincing floor-stander at £1000

CABLES & ACCESSORIES from TRANSPARENT, SILTECH , CABLE TALK,
SHAKTI, GM AUDIO, SHUN MQOK, HARMONIX ,SOUNDSTYLE, TARGET,
KONTAK etc

AUDIO ANALOGUE PUCCINUDONIZETTI/BELLINI AMPLIFIERS - staggering
build quality and unrivalled sound; quite extraordinary, believe me!

GM AUDIO EQUIPMENT TABLES - THE ELITE - now even better looking and
superb value

OPERA DUETTO & PLATEA SPEAKERS - SOLID MAHOGANY - JUST IN!

*#2EMALL ORDER INTEREST FREE CREDIT NOW AVAILABLE###**

COPLAND CD266/277/288 CD PLAYERS - all superb value for money from this
very impressive campany
UNISON RESEARCH SIMPLY 845 INTEGRATED AMP - you've read the reviews,
Just wait till you hear it
MUSICAL FIDELITY X SERIES - a whole range of products incl Dacs, phono
stage, headphone amp, preamp, monoblock power amps - AVAILABLE ON
SALE OR RIETURN OF COURSE

EX DEM & P/EX BARGAINS

AUDIOLAB CD TRANSPORT/DAC CONVERTER £1695 SH
COUNTERPOINT SA 12 £495 SH
THEATA DATA BASIC MARK I £1695 SH
AUDIOLAB ¢ PREAMPLIFIER £395 SH
AUDIOLAB Q PREAMPLIFIER £795 SH
AUDIOLAB MONOBLOCK P POWER AMPS £1250 PAIR
ARCAM ALPHA 5 CD PLAYER AS NEW £325 SH
AUDIO RESEARCH D200 POWER AMPLIFIER £1495  SH
ORELLE XTC TRANSPORT/DAC £1500 XD
APOGEE DIVAS/SUBWOOFERS/KRELL XOVER £3295 SH
MAGNEPLANAR 2B SPEAKERS MINT PRIVATE SALE £695
KRELL KST100 POWER AMPLIFIER £1250  SH
PINK TRIANGLE CARDINAL TRANSPORT 450  SH
PINK TREANGLE DC POWER SUPPLY FOR DACAPO  £750 XD
MICROMEGA 2.1 CD TRANSPORT £895 SH
MUSICAL FIDELITY E SERIES AMP/CD/TUNER PO.A.
REGA ELA SPEAKERS £150  SH
ORELLE DA 188 DAC £250 SH
PROAC RESPONSE 2 INCL TARGET 'R' STANDS £1750
SPENDOR SP7 SPEAKERS CHERRY £1295° XD
SD ACOUSTICS SD3 SPEAKERS £175 SH
MICROMEGA STAGE ONE £250 SH
B & W THX SPEAKER SYSTEM EX DEM £2500 XD
AUDIO RESEARCH VTM 120 SE PRIVATE SALE £3750
AUDIO SYNTHESIS PASSION £850
AUDIO RESEARCH LS5 MK | £1495 XD
B & W SILVER SIGNATURES INC STANDS 2500 XD
TUBE TECHNOLOGY UNISYS AMPLIFIER IS XD
AUDIO RESEARCH LS2B MK 2 XD

0% INTEREST FREE CREDIT
Licensed Credit Broker

Agencies (n W TS C ica, BAW,
Bose, Cable f 101 3 ). Ha or Jis Koetsu
Krell, Lyra, Marantz. Martin Logan, Michell, Micromega. Monrio, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Onkyo Orelle,
Onofon, Pink Triangle. Pioneer, Proac, Proceed, Projekt. QED, QUAD, REL Subwoofers, Rogers, Rotel,
Ruark, Sennheiser, SME, Sonus Faber, Spendor. Stax. Target, TO.L , TEAC, Theta, Thorens,
Transparent Cables, Unison Research, van den Hul, Wilson

TAX-FREE EXPOR ERVICE
MAIL-ORDER AVAILABLE ON MANY ITEMS

= Open Mon:Sat 10am 6pm 4
Oxsord

Audio Consultants

Oxford Audio Consultants. Cantay House, Park End Street Oxford OX1 1JE
Telephone: Oxford (01865) 790879 Facsimile: Oxford (01865) 791665
E-MAIL: Oxford. Audio@btinternet.com
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INACCESSIBLE
ACCESSORIES
~~BY POST~~

cartridges

denon, goldring, lyra, ortofon, sumiko

Sumiko Blue Point Special normally £250
for one month only £200

*new Lyra Parnassus DCt out now
30% allowance for your old one

cables:

audioquest, cable talk, chord company,

dnm, heybrook, ixos, kimber, kontak, ifd,

nordost flatine, ortofon, ged, sonic link,
tnchord, van'den hui, xio

headphones :

beyer, creek, earmax, grado.
Jecklin, sennheiser, stax*

*pew stax SRO0O01 in ear electrostatic
package £279 in stock

. stands
alphason, apollo, frameworks, heybrook,
sound organisation, something solid,
sdundstyle, stands unique, target

accessornes

tak, michelk milty, monarchy.moth,

musical fidelity, nordost, pixall, ged,

ms, ratq, shure, trichord, *zepostat (it's
back and not just for vinyll)

DEALS, DEALS, DEALS

Spendor 2030 sliim, prétty, discrete fioor
standing foudspeakers with excellent
bass extension and laid - back delivery.
Excellent condition, tioxed s/h (£599)

.................................... .. 2328

Audiomeca Damnatfion CD transport
with Trichord Clock Il & PSU (£1150) s/h
. £675

Audi o Physiefferizo (Mk 1) loudspeak-
ers. Black ash X/D perfect (2000

DAX 2 dac Perfect. boxed. Coaxial, Tempo Il costs £2500) »w/d £1475
AT&T, Toslink + balanced digital inputs
(£2200) x/d N £1695 Alphason Sonata turntable in Black Ash
with Alphason Delta arm. Good condi-

Sugden Symetra 50 watt pure class A tion but no hinges for the cover. s/h

monoblock power amplifiers.” Works £250

well with above. Perfect,

boked, s{h (£1575) Grant  G60S Integrated

... £1100 valve amplifier with excel-
lent phono stage.

Sequence 300 loudspeakers, 3 Extensively re-wired (with
black with Tri-mount stand. SI g n O S Audioquest) and revaived.
(RRP £300) x/d Brilfiant with Big black and heavy but
QRELINE.. 8. N1 200 worthy of very good ancii-
laries and able to drive
“proper” loudspeakers S/H
hi-fi for grown-ups ' i

JASMONS IRATIONSIW (TH PLEASURE BUT BY OINTMENT PLEASI

Q tac audio analogue audiomech
audio Synthests bevyer creek
densen graaf grado harbeth jecklin
lyra michell musical fidelity nva
nordost oxrtofon gln rogers royd
sequence sugden s Uumii k o teac
thorens teichord unison L i seewal rc h
signatls arthesham heath
i RaSRWisi XCUI suffolk [YRS5 3 U A
fax (01473) 631588 email ; eng @signals.demon.co.uk
http://www.signals.demon.co.uk
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- — 202 FINDON ROAD, WORTHING, WEST SUSSEX. BN14 0EJ
VviSA, HEATHERDALE AUDIO LTD. .¥s4 TEL.. 01903-872288 OR (AFTER HOURS) 0860 660001 FAX. 01903.872234
. e-mail: heatherdale@hifi-stereo.com httpi/swaw.hifi-stereo.com
HEATHERDALE PRE-OWNEO GUARANTEED EQUIPMENT CLEARAUOIO Signature Cartridge €750  PIONEER PD-A400X Integrated Amplifier £150
EXPORT FACILITIES AVAILABLE B & W 801 Series Il with special addtions £2600  LUMLEY Promenade SP1 Loudspeakers (NEW) £250
FORSELL AIR REFERENCE CD TRANSPORT AND AUDIO NOTE M7 Sitver Signature pre-amp £7000  MARK LEVINSON 333 Ex Dem Power Full Warranty ~ £5500
DAC ONLY 3 MONTHS OLD  £15650 new offered for £8995  KRELL KST 1008 Baianced Power Amplifier £1495  AUOIO INNOVATIONS 300 Integrated Valve Amp £295
MARK LEVINSON 331 Power Amplifier £3750  ARCAM Delta Black Box |l DAC Boxed £175  TECHNICS SLQ30 Turntable 2125
MERIDIAN 606 Dac £695  AUDIO NOTE DAC 4 MINT/Boxed £3995  BOULDER 250AE Power Amplifier MINT £1995
HELIUS Silver wired Tonearm £995  STUDER A807 Pro. tape recorder MINT £3750  KISEKI Blackheart Unused'Boxed (£1995) Special Offer £995
SONUS FABER Fixed Stone/Wood Stands £250  HEYBROOK Quartets & stands Ex Dem{£840) €595  YAMAHA CDX880 CD Player £195
PINK TRIANGLE DaCapo Dac £895  AUDIO NOTE ANS7 Step-up Transformer £3000 B & W 801 Series Il Louds| éleakers £1995
MARK LEVINSON ML:? 200 Watt Duat Mono Amp £3195  VOYD TAbl/SME V & Clearaudio Delta Cart. £2495  MAGNAPLANAR 2a panel Jmakers £950
AUDIO NOTE 10 Limited cartridge & PSU £2750  SOLSTICE AAD speakers with stands £495  SONY ES Full system including DAT £1495
NAKAMICHI ZXL1000 Tape Deck - B&W Serviced £1895  LUXMAN T-4 Accutouch CLL AM/FM Tuner £450  MARK LEVINSON 388 pre-amp ex-demo £4850
MARK LEVINSON No 23 Power Amplifier £1995  KRELL KRS Reference six box pre-amp £3995  PIERRE LURNE Audiomeca Mephisto CD Trans £1200
LUXMAN C1000 Pre-Amp & M4000 Power Amp £1495 ?E&g BM4 ‘I;unter - ;:g(zsgg NAKAMICHI RX505E 3 Head Cassette Deck £695
CAMBRIDGE P50 Integrated Amplifiers £75 ely / stereo amp. min , ) ALSO AVAILABLE FUL M
VOYD Standard Turntable. MINT £1495  AUDIO Nf% € ANE/SE Loudspeakers silverwired £3995 S TASE Sk FORDETALS
AUDIO NOTE Kassai Silver Amplifier £19995 [L]UEXBAA[;J M% 36%0;(T88 SteFr’eS(iJ power amplifier 5:1E %gg EX- DEI»; Es)(:soss}ms gagmms(;n A\éATILAeLE
MISSION 782 Loudspeikers with stands £250 igit Dac & Positron
NAIM NAC 62 Pre- A;%p with SNAPS PSU £295  MARSTEN AUDIO Silhouette Dac & PSU Ex Dem £760 PaINUREEALERSIECHITHIECS RERKERS
KEF 104 Loudspeakers £450  YAMAHA NS1000 Ebony Loundspeakers MINT £1200 FOR AN UP-TO-THE MINUTE LIST VISIT OUR WEB SITE:
hitp:/Awww.hifi-stereo.com
ALL USED CARTRIDGES ARE CHECKED UNDER A MICROSCOPE VISA - SWITCH - MASTER CARD - AMEX - DINERS CLUB WELCOME.
BEFORE BEING OFFERED FOR SALE. WE TARE PART EXCHANGE ON NEW & USED STOCK AND BUY IN FOR CASH

This photo of one of our beautiful pieces
of furniture was taken at midnight and has
not come out too well.

But for a clearer view of our wide range -

the BEES KNEES

in storage units for '

CDs Videotapes LPs
Books Music Cassettes

Hi-Fis TVs Video Etc Etc

http:/ /www.mordaunt-short.com
- Send for the Brochure from

The Old Chapel . 282 Skipton Road
lan Edwards Harrogate . HG1 3HB L O U D S P E AKER S
Telephone: 01423 500442

Sound Investment

If you have invested expertise and *High quality aluminium construction.

money in building up a sound system  *Finishes available to your choice.

to ycur own unique specifications, *Fully odjustable 6mm glass shelving.

then why compromise with indifferent  *Sound isolation on shelving/feet.

housing units? *Custom created to suit your system.
*Free delivery throughout the UK.

Fi-Rax offers a new dimension in

audio visual racking - from o range Fi-Rax - o sound investment for those W .
of standord designs to the flexibility who want the best from their e
‘ : ; . For further informotion or a free broch ontact:JEM Distribution
o CL‘STom ol SUIf')’OUr aapipmeal gprinrg'f?eldrMil;s, Spro Street Ossel:tre\l\;a{‘e?idd WFS Ol';W
particular sound system and lifestyle. Tel: 01924 277626 Fax: 01924 270759
L ] ® ®
Are you making the right connections?
Send for Britain’s biggest catalogue of  rpic s ia e Sl Caton Cable Caratogue
specialist cable and connections. ' '
° . i Name '
All available by mail order.  ad :
Phone 0181-942 9124 or clip H R . S—— lf\»\ ;
the coupon for your Free copy E = - | i
1 Postcode = f Q‘Srom !
\ NO FURTHER INFORMATION REQUIRED / Qﬂs .
cum' l ' CHBLE E Send to: Custom Cable Service / .y E
-t - PO Box 4007 T :
SERVICE E London SW17 8XG K\’ E
PO Box 4007, London SW17 8XG o o S :
e et o o o - - - - - 4
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IAN HARRISON HI-F|  Te:01283 70207

! DAYS

Celect Audio

HIFI AT DISCOUNT PRICES. FREE NATIONWIDE DELIVERY

. . . . TRADE IN YOUR OLD MOWVING COIL CARTRIDGE & SAVE UP TO 45% OFF THE RRP.
Suppliers of quality pre-owned Hi-Fi
£ CARTRIDGES & STYL! TONEARMS CASSETTE DECKS COMPACT DISC
AMPLIFIERS/PRE AMPLIFIERS SRE o TEAC T
AUDIO TECHNICA MOTH ONY
Audiolab 8000Q Pre-Amplifier.As new.Cost £1250.Bargain at only £795 GOLDRING i"l__@_'—'“ SDOE“YON SDENON
Sugden A25B Intergrated amplifier.Boxed. £180 Quad 405/1 power amplifier £175 %ﬁﬂoN YAMAHA LA/,\MR;\\H?Z
Quad 34 pre-amplifier Mint. Boxed £250  Quad 306 power amplifier £200 LONDON [DECCA MARANTZ s
Sugden P51 power ampilifier £150 Sugden C51 pre-amplifier £100 ARCAM TASCAM PHILIPS
Dnm 2A pre-amp & power supply £300 Dnm 2A pre-amp &2 power supplies £400 STANTON s CREEK
Roksan L2 pre amp & Dsu power supply ~ £600 Jeff Rowland model one power amplifier  £1200 GRADO ﬂth, .
TECHNIOS
o ATOSPHERE PIONEER TUNERS
PEAKERS fo o JegOmEe | Rl
& OTHERS SONY
ROKSAN TASCAM
TDL RTLA4 Loudspeakers Rosewood.Boxed £395  Celestion SL600. Mint Boxed £295 VAN DEN HUL SONY gg\:\]OEEJR
Monitor audio MA3 mint boxed & stands ~ £249 Origin live conqueror/rosewood.cost £1600 £595 ORTOFON FOSTEX VATAARA
Rogers Lsi.boxed £80 Rogers Is7T in black £220 S . 5 MARANTZ
Kef 10172 in rosewood.Boxed. £295 Triangle comete in black.boxed £300 QUAD
Tannoy Lancasters.12i monitor golds. £600 Keswick Audio Volante in cherry.Boxed.  £400 HARBETH NY PHILIPS
Spica angelus.cost £1600 sell for £400  Trangle Titus.Black.ex dem Boxed £300 ATC APOLLO SO
Tannoy Ardens.157 dual concentrics £495  Celestion Ditton 33s.Ex condition £150 QUAD SOUND STYLE
SONY PROJEKT J QUAD
OTHER ITEMS Fom oD | proweer BENON
MARANTZ
Manticore M1& Magician arm.Record deck £250  Arcam 170/3 CD Transport £295 ADPHO AB & $,l‘\or\4NAEr§AR
Arcam Black box 5 DAC £250 Nakamichi ST 7E tuner £395
Qed digit + Positron power supply £100  Arcam Delta 80 tuner.New.Cost £340.Boxed £200 g%'g'RHE'SER SONIC UNK %ESJ% MARANTZ
Qed digit & 2 positron power supplies £140 Rega RB300 tone-arm.As new £90 SONY AUDIOQUEST PHILIPS
e e e AUDIO-TECHNICA & OTHERS
YV CE ’ ) GRADO VAN DEN HUL *ALL GOODS ARE BRAND NEW & BOXED
AUDIO- GOLDRING WITH FULL UK. GUARANTEES. NO
TECHNICA QED EX/DEM OR EX DISPLAY GOODS. NO
b, GREY IMPORTS.
) Su - FEST CASS! ES
: v Par= TEST CD BLA APES / DISCS 0 ESSORIES
e bl | ) | | ES1 ORD D AMPE DESCWASHER AXE]
WANTED URGENTLY o B o (W i
O 0 BA v A T
SELA NS NJEY L EVINRINRBIE ORI o PR OO TE
Quality used HiFi equipment. coliection can be arranged ASE PHONE TO €O & AVAILAR o 70 ORD 000
g O D ON A OVA O O RA ATALO 3
Part exchange welcome. P ° 00 0
A O L) O O A A O O

TEL 0116 2248250 Fax 0116 2835821

RE-BUILDING SALE

DUE TO BUILDING WORK BEING CARRIED OUT SOMETIME AROUND
MARCH/APRILUMAY, WE NEED TO MOVE LOTS OF BOXES TO MAKE
ROOM, SO LISTED BELOW ARE SOME OF THE BARGAINS ON OFFER.
THERE ARE MORE THAN WE CAN LIST BELOW SO DO RING IF YOU
HAVE ANY SPECIFIC NEEDS.

A) P.E. EQUIPMENT

NEW SALE
AUDIO INNOVATIONS S800 ANNIVERSARY POWER

AMP & BORDER PATROL POWER SUPPLY 2000 900
DALI 104MS FLOORSTANDING SPEAKERS 650 300
LFD MC2 PHONO STAGE 1500 700
AUDIOPLAN KONTRAPUNKT SPEAKERS (BLACK) N/A 400
AUDIO INNOVATIONS 1000 VALVE

PHONO & PASSIVE PRE 1500 700
ROKSAN XERXES & SME 3009

S/2 + GOLDRING 1022 1200 500
BEARD BB1 (SEPARATE POWER SUPPLY)

S50W/CH VALVE INTEGRATED AMP 2500 1000
MARTIN LOGAN QUEST

(ELECTROSTATIC/HYBRID SPEAKERS) 5000 1900
MERIDIAN 500 TRANSPORT (CLOCKED) 1350 700
AUDIO RESEARCH D200 POWER AMP 3300 1900
QUAD 57'S BRONZE (2 PAIRS - 1 EXC. CONDITION) N/A 350

B) NEW/EX DEMO AT 15 TO 40% DISCOUNT DEPENDING ON USE -
PLEASE RING:

TRIANGLE TEBO AMP; COMETE, TITUS, ZAYS SPEAKERS;
ELECTROCOMPANIET ECI-1 - ECI-2 INTEGRATED’S, EC3 - MC AND EC4
PRE'S PLUS AW100 POWER AMP

HEYBROOK HALO'’S, HEYLETTE, HEYSTAK, QUARTET, SEXTET,
SPEAKERS AND SIGNATURE AMPS. SHEARNE, PHASE 2.5 AND PHASE
3 POWER AMP. DAC’S BY AVI, PINK TRIANGLE (ORDINAL, DACAPO),
DPA SIGMA lIl, HARMAN KARDON LSO300 SPEAKERS, AVR30 PRO-
LOGIC RECEIVER

, [ ]
V audlo Hi- Fi Consultants
36 Druid Hill, Stoke Biship, Bristol BS9 1EJ
Tel / Fax: 0117 968 6005
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it may be almost 20years old,
but Trio's L-07D direct-drive

turntable can still mix it with
the best, thinks Jon Marks.

ost hi-fi is built to a budget, as
a quick heft of most
equipment will tell you - a lot

of cases contain more air than
components. Every once in a while
though, a manufacturer decides to
throw their accountants out the
window and design a true statement
product just to show everyone what
the boffins in lab coats are really
capable of. Trio's L-07D direct-drive
turntable was their engineering
statement back in 1980.

The preamble in hi-fi manuals
usually consists of the manufacturer
congratulating the buyer, and the Trio's
is no different: "Your choice of this
product indicates that you are a
devotee of excellence in sound
reproduction.” In the majority of
manuals this would look like unduly
purple prose, but not in this one. The
L-07D with its outboard power supply
is 35kg of innovative precision
engineering.

Selling for a not inconsiderable
£1150 |8years ago, this turntable
incorporates Corian, composite
materials and aerospace aluminium to
great musical effect.

Starting with the tone-arm, you'll
find a high-grade aluminium arm-tube
wrapped in a layer of carbon and
boron fibres to damp resonance and
increase rigidity. The detachable
headshell is formed from the same
fibres. Ultra-hard tool steel is used in
the pivot which runs on oversize
bearings mounted atop a stainless steel
shaft. The whole assembly is then

HI-FI WORLD

clamped to the plinth in a four-
jaw collet chuck, similar to the one
you'd find at the end of a power drill.
Allowing precise height adjustment
with these jaws open is a helicoid
mechanism which raises the arm
0.Imm for each revolution of the dial.
Once the arm is properly set up, the
chuck just needs to be tightened before
listening.

Rigidly connecting the arm and
motor (as you might have guessed,
rigidity was one of the main design
objectives in the L-07D) is a heavy
aluminium casting. The heart of the
deck is the main bearing, a 12mm
diameter shaft of precision-ground
hard stainless steel. Inferior engineering
in this area simply wouldn't have lasted
because it has to support most of the
mass of a whopping 5.5kg platter which
would grind your average bearing to
dust. Taking up the rest of the load is a
floating magnet system which also helps
reduce rumble.

The platter is unusual for its mat.
Instead of rubber Trio opted for dished
stainless steel, reasoning that any 'lossy’
materials would absorb part of the
signal cut in the record rather than
relaying it through the cartridge. And
judging from the power and focus of
the music the L-07D makes, they were
right.

Whether it's 33 1/3rpm or 45rpm
you're spinning your vinyl at, the Trio
has a crispness, detail and substance to
its sound that's addictive. Play an
orchestral work and you'll find there's
no squashing of dynamics on

crescendos
- the tension and

scale just build up and up

effortlessly.

Some massive turntables with large
platters can sound slightly sluggish in
the bass. The Trio avoids this pitfall.
There is a touch of looseness in the
lower registers but the arm takes the
blame for this - good as it was in its day
it's now outclassed by modern
midprice (£250-£500) offerings in many
aspects.

Proper setting up is vital if you're
going to realise the L-07D's full
potential. As it has absolutely no
suspension whatsoever it has to be
sited on a stable platform that will
transmit very little vibration into the
deck. Make sure too the aluminium
platter under the stainless steel mat is
level as the plinth's in-built spirit level
can drift with time. Finally, the arm is
very sensitive to bias adjustment and
headshell azimuth, so time spent
getting both right is time well spent.

L-07Ds aren't as common as Rega
Planar 3s but neither are they in as
short supply as sincerity at a party
political conference. Look to pay
between £450-£700 depending on
condition and make sure it's complete -
Kenwood (tel: 01923 816444) have no
replacements for most parts. Pick a
well-preserved example though and
you'll be able to enjoy superb vinyl
replay for years to come @
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CLASSI OUNDS (LEICES TEL: 0116 2833821
FAX: 0116 2835821
i ~ 7
VINTAGE HIFI & VALVE SPECIALIST RS 515
FOR SALE.PRE/POWER AMPLIFIERS(VALVE)
Qrange Vaive pre-amplifier Cost £1599.Stunning £695 Audiolabb $8IQ pre-amp Cont £1250 As new Bxd £ 795
Unison Research semply 2 amplifier ex demo £695 CR Developements calypso vatlve amplifier Ex demo £ 375
Beard CA35 Valve pre-amplifier Ex cond Boxed £450 Beard p50 pre-amplifier.Ex condition £250
Audion Silver Knight monoblocks 300Bs p/pull mint  £1195 Quad SOE Monobleeks * 2 goud condition £249
Musical fidslity F22 Valve preamplifier,with phono £ 695 Radford MASO amplifiens Pasr. £999
Ray Lumley M 10} amplifiers Ki88s £1099 Pair Ray Lumley M75 amplifiers K188 £999
Luxman LV10S intergraied Valve/mosfeu amp Mint £ 400 Leak Vanostope pre-amplifier £ 50
Matched pair Leak TL IS serviced/guaranteed £ 560 Matched pair Leak TL12+ amplifiers serviced/gnteed £550
Pair Quad 28 n nice ariginal conditien £ 560 Leak TL25+ amplifier in grey £250
Matched pwr Rogens Junior amplifiers £350 Rogers cader monublock amplifiers ® 2 £195
Rogers Cadet 2 Pre/power amplifier £150 Rogers cadet 3 Valve intergrated amplifier. £125
Leak Stereo 20 power amplifier serviced/guaranteed £ 350 Clarke + Smith 10/10 intergrated amplifier £150
Audio Innovations Fint Audio amphifier tnede 7.5w £ 760 Audio Innovauons /800 2 box pre-amplifer £250
Pair Quad| | monoblocks Resprayed black, £450 Beard p3$ Valse power amplifier. Black/chrome. £495
Quad 34 pre-amplifier Mint boxed £250 Audio innovations /200 power amphfier £275
Quad 33 pre-amplifier good condition £75 Quad 303 power amplifier good condition £125
TURNTABLES
Garrard 3014018 pnce Vanes on condition £POA Thorens 124.Vanous prices and condition £POA
ATC SCM20% Active speakers including spa 24/850 power amp & sca2 pre .Cost £18000) In excellent condition. £8995
Lowther Acoustas using PM7A< £450 Moninor audio MA3 & stands Mint. Boxed £250
Quad Electrostanc esl57s Several in stack £POA Tannoy Ardens in walnu £600
Pair Celestion Ditton 33 excellent condition £150 Quad ESL 57 Electrostatic speakers & Maf stands £ 550
Puir Celestion SLEUO speakers. Boxed. Mint £295 Pair Gniles for Quad Electrostatic Esl 57 speakers £ 75
Pair Tannoy Lancasters 127 Moniter golds G/Cond £595 Lowther Delphics using PM2A umts Ex cond £1800
OTRER ITEWS
Lowther PMOA drive units With Alnico magnets £250 Decca super gold with decca-pod.Mint Boxed. £200
Yves Cachet PPUN 2 box Mc Transformer Amazing  £200) Quad Fm1 with Quad stereo decoder £ 60
Sme 3009 tone arms Varnous £ 60 Quad fm3 wner Excellent cendition £75
Leak Troughline 2 and 3 wners. mono £7s Leak Troughline 3 stereo wner £150

.9 P @ 5

EAR 834p mm/me Phono stage with volume centrol £499 EAR 834p Phano stage MM only No volume control £349
FAR 834L Line only valve pre-amplifier Probably the best valve pre-amplifier under £ 1080 Amazing value.Only£450
301/401/124 POWER SUPPLIES & PLINTHS
Power supplies Amazing vllne at nn]y £100 each Plinths @ £175 04 unfinshed) or £275.08 finished)
Very heavy Leak repl Supplied and fitted from only £90 (9.
(1) SL
Repair of damaged treble or base panel including dust covers. £95 EHT units £28
Dust covers per panel £11) Enough for | camplete speaker £25.fitting of dustcovers trehie ar base £30 inclusive

WANTED (ring fgr best price)

LLAK.QUAD.RADFORD,R(X; I.RS ,DECCA LOWTHER,GARRA KD.TAghOY.!‘I TAVOX.VORTEXION,

CROFT.EAR.LUMLLY AUDIONOTE,THORENS,ART AUDIO.GEC,MULLARD.OSRAM BRIMARETC

CLASSIQUE SOUNDS TEL/FAX 0116 2835821 OR 0802 213740 (MOBILE)
CLASSIQUE HOUSE, 61 AYLESTONE DRIVE, AYLESTONE, LEICESTER, LE2 8QE

Full service £POA

Papworth Audio Technology

Fads, Trends and Flavours of the Month - a Cautionary Tale

The latest audio fad is for low power amplifiers, driving very
sensitive speakers. Of course, a few years ago you were nobody
unless you were using megawatts to drive speakers with the
sensitivity of a brick. These are extreme approaches to audio. We
believe there’s an alternative. Our numerous customers in Britain
and abroad agree.

Papworth to the Rescue!

While the high and low power camps fought it out, we carried on
with our own brand of extremism. Extremely high standards of
build, finish and reliability, extremely good sound and extreme good
looks. Our sensible range of power outputs allows system building
with a wide range of loudspeakers.

If you'd rather listen to music than be an audio extremist, we think
you'll be extremely interested in the following:

TVA10 Stereo Valve Power Amplifier 50wpc. £1950
TVAS50 Stereo Valve Power Amplifier 50wpc. £1950
M100 Valve Monoblock pair 100wpc. £3800
M200 valve Monoblock pair 200wpc. £4995
PPAG6 Valve Line Preamplifier £1750
Extremely New Product!

MVH-200 Hybrid Integrated Amplifier

180 watts rms per channel-continuous £1250

PAPWORTH AUDIO TECHNOLOGY
‘Extremely Good Amplifiers’

For an interesting chat, call:

Colin Berresford. Papworth Audio (UK Distribution)
Tel/Fax 01744-604578

SERIOUS KIT

SHOP NOW OPEN
431 Bury New Road Prestwich Tel. 0161 7989649
500yds from J17 M62

NEW - AUDIO NOTE CD2 £995.00

On permanent demonstration, this principal player from one of UK's
leading specialists is an absolute bargain! With a purpose built valve
output stage the sound quality is first class and totally addictive. Must
be the best CD available for under £1k, What Hi-Fi? gave it five stars!

CLASSIC - AUDIO NOTE OTTO SE £1295.00

Integrated valve amps come and go but the OTTO is still the one to
beat. With the right loudspeaker this amplifier is capable of a superb
musical performance hard to beat at any price.

IMPROVED - PROAC RESPONSE 1SC £1200.00

The latest version of this legendary loudspeaker is everything the world
hi fi press say it is, and more. Incredible detail gut wrenching dynamics
and sonic accuracy. All this in a compact easy to house cabinet.

Serious Kit stock the very best audio components including:- Rogers,
Sugden, Harbeth. Neat Systemdek. ProAc, Audio Note, Myryad. Rotel.
Shearne, Heart, Sphinx, Target. Firax.

We have a massive range of accessories on display with over 50
cartridges in stock including LYRA.

AVAILABLE - BY POPULAR DEMAND - VINYL

An interesting selection of quality recordings on thick vinyl. A must for
any vinyl junky.

COMING SOON - Sugden CD98 C.D. player plus three new integrated
amplifiers. Rumours also of an SP range (Special Projects) starting at
£900.00 for a 30 watt dual mono pure class A stereo power amplifier.
can't wait.

SERIOUS KIT - A PROPER HI Fl SHOP

MARCH 1998

GOOD QUALITY PRE OWNED EQUIPMENT
BOUGHT SOLD PX
Speakers
£
£ Heybrook HB1 5/3 125
Audiolab 8000 C MK2 350 ||Kef Celeste 40
Sony 540E INT 100wpc 150 |[Mission 751 Bik 150
Quad 33/303 125 Infinity vZ1 50
Mark Levinson 28/29 3300 Revolver Purdey 50
Pioneer DSP 200 125 JBF Controt 1 65
Yamaha DSP 1000 400 Naim SBL Blk 1100
Yamaha DSP 3090 NAD 801 45
(6 mths oid) 950 Rogers LS2/2A 100
Naim 180 Tower Amp Quad ESL 63 1300
(8 mths old) 700 Linn Keilih 450
Naim 135 Monobiocks 1850 ||Apogee Stages 1200
Naim 62 Oid Style 250 |[Mission 73C 80
Linn LK100 x 5 400 Each
Naim Hicap 400
£
[ Tuners  JECEEVICES 200
Proceed PD2/PT2 2000
. s £ Naim CDI 1000
Linn Kremlin 1800
Audiolab 8000T 500
Tape Decks/Turntables etc
&
Linn Kromiin 1500
Yamaha KX 390 80
Denon DRM 10X 80
Sony 700 ES 100
Nakamichi DRI 475
Nakamichi 2 225
Stax Lambda Pro Phones + 3RDX Energiser 375

Mon-Sun 10am - 8pm VISA Switch - Mastercard

For further details Phone/FAX 01844 260182
Mobile: 0973 233380

HI-FI WORLD



COMPACT DISC PLAYERS

One of Quad’s best products for a long time, the
67 is warmer and smoother than most, yet is
highly musical and revealing.

Real hi-fi and real music for a mere £150.

A competent all rounder with lifelike
soundstaging and impressive treble clarity.
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Upfront, punchy nature suits Techno and Rock.

Similar to the CD-63SE but more powerful bass
and an all-round smoother sound.

Conveys music in a powerful and dramatic fashion.
Smoot‘ and sweet, with a good sense of depth. A
little soft sounding though.

Words cannot describe its infinite variety, but
you'll love it or hate it. Highly emotional
presentation with not a hint of self-doubt.
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of the clearest treble in the business. Very
engaging, dynamic character.
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this is one of the most involving CD players on
the planet. Build quality is also exemplary.

This single box 16-bit player sounds very
engag}i]ng compared to your average bitstreamer.
gaDsst at vital tingle factor of the larger, two-box

A thoroughly inspiring machine. One of the most
musical players around; sweet, open and
detailed.

N

OMPACT DISC
TRANSPORTS

Not as substantially built as its chunky looks
suggest, the T| is nevertheless a good entry-level
transport with a warm, expansive sound.

Beautifully built and finished, the CDM is packed
with sensible features and performs superbly, day-
in day-out.

Chear it isn't, but then it sounds like a million
digital dollars. Nothing short of superb.

HI-FI WORLD

World favourites guide
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Il and far better control. A bargain at £300.

Used with the TCD2000 as a transport, the
TDA2000 produces a sound that is focused,
detailed and spacious. Good value.

With Crystal Semiconductors’ |8-bit DAC the
Marston produces clean-cut images and a
transparent sound stage. Very rhythmic too.

the best. The Da Capo is superb in many respects,
but can sound a touch polite on Rock.

Proof positive that today’s CDs needn’t sound
CD-like! Uses an in-house discrete convertor, and
DPA haven’t skimped on the bild either!

TURNTABLES

it's good enough to face off the Garrard 401,
swapping some of its bass power for a more
delicate, incisive treble.

A fine all rounder and easy to upgrade too.Has
more depth and breadth than Rega Planar 3.

Not onl[((does the Tarantella have more st{_le than
a catwalk full of models, it also combines PT’s
usual clarity with real authority. The biz.
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With its control and grip on music the junior
never fails to engage. Set-up is a piece of cake and
there’s a whole range of upgrades on offer too.

Stunning looks, build and fine sound. Standard PSU
has detailed, architectural, if undynamic sound. With
QC PSU, scale and insight kill the competition.

The Pro-ject places the listener in the best seat in
the control room. Outrageous dynamics and a
punchy, seriously deeg bass. Comes with Sumiko
arm and Ortofon MC30 Supreme.

Cirkus bearing puts it back up with the best.
Superbly beguiling, rhythmic sound that plays Jazz
like few others, but lacks the Gyrodec’s detail or
imaging. You'll forget CDs were ever invented.

'World Radio Histo!

One of the finest-sounding turntables around, the
Anniversary takes the listener nearer the
recording studio than almost any other deck.
Works with Rega, Linn and SME arms alike.

Excellent pitch stability from a new Swiss motor
and outboard power suplp|y. Very tight bass, fine
dynamics and revealing clarity.

The Darth Vader of analogue, the Orbe builds on
the strengths of the Gyrodec. An ultra-tuneful,
expansive sound.

Including the excellent SME V tonearm, the Model
2is ?ossibly the last great turntable, unless you've
got £11,000 for the Model 30, that is.

TONE-ARMS

Supremely capable at the price, but not quite
humankind’s salvation as has been suggested.
Detailed, tight, rhythmic sound but tonally rather
grey and cold-sounding.

This Paleolithic device doesn’t bother with
frequency extremes or detail, but its le endarl
serviceability makes it a cult in Japan. Oh death,
where is thy sting?

Tight, neutral sound with good tonality, but lacks
the IV’s pace and precision.

A masterpiece of precision engineering with a
cohesive, ultra-transparent sound.

A thunderous battleship of an arm, with a very
impressive sound, masses of detail and dynamics,
but lacks the SME V’s cohesion and musicality.

Warm, full-bodied, punchy and fast. Not to be
sniffed at for a tenner. Can be upgraded with a
better stylus at a later date.

An accomplished MM with a solid bass, slightly
forward midband and clean transients. £20 buys
the faster, more dynamic 1022GX.

The best moving magnet available. Has an
extremely cohesive, weighty sound that’s warm
but highly involving.

The Shure produces a warm, dynamic sound
which has great detail and impact. Far superior to
earlier VI5s.



World favourites quide

The MCI10, MC20 and MC30 Supremes all offer
superb sound and value for money, with a rich,
smooth and musical performance.

We came across this one in an SME [V ona
Garrard 401; it duly gave one of the best results
we've ever heard,

In a way it's MC2000 meets MC7500 with the
tonal strengths and drnamo sound Ortofon put
into their moving-coi cartridges.

A truly musical, sophisticated device that makes
most other MCs sound frigid.

Fluid bass, ﬁnelzI etched treble and highly tuneful in
between. The MC-10 is honey, pure and simple.

Conclusive proof that there’s hope for humankind.
lovers would die if they heard it.

INTEGRATED AMPLIFIERS

Classic sweet sounding, punchy budget super-amp
with strong phono stage. Able to embarrass many
modern budget amps.

A real hi-fi amplifier at a bargain price. Forms the
heart of a separates system gd;:at will murder any
midi system at twenty paces. No phono stage, but
you can’t have everything at this price.

Smooth, clear and dry. Fine demilin§ with little to
complain about at the price. Good facilities.

With its smooth and powerful sound, the Rotel
sings a seductive song with all types of music.

The VA-80 is superb for the price - it is capable of
embarrassing more up-market competition.

This is the cooking A-300 tweaked with special
components and it shows. Rhythm and detail are
first-class and the phono stage isn’t far behind.

A aste of high-end audio. The most involving,
musical design at the price, but low power.

Superb engineering, a solid cast chassis and a clear,
spacious sound. Phono stage could be better.

An amplifier that delivers near studio definition
tong with exemplary timing. Utterly gripping.

Rich and smooth, the Renaissance is one of the
Sweetest amps around, if lightweight.

This superbly made Italian integrated has a lucidity
and control which leave the competition at Lﬁ) to
£1000 standing, Sound stage agepth is unequalled

Economicw but well built single-ended valve
amplifier. Wonderful clarity with vocals,

Class A transistor amp, Rich, crisp, deep, tight
sound and it images well too. Wonderful,

Beautifully-bui}t integrated with a sweeter, clearer
sound than mid-price alternatives. Plenty of
facilities and remote controllable.

This single-ended valve amplifier is smooth, sweet
and open. An extremely musical performer.

UNISONSIMPLY 4 fia95

Sonically similar to the Simply 2, but with more
power and control.

The MA6800 not so much Plays music as takes
control of it, with effortless bass drive and a
three-dimensional sound stage.

PRE-AMPLIFIERS

A true bargain that offers a cohesive, musical
sound but avoid using it in thin sounding systems.

Superb value entry-level phono stage with
audiophile qual'ty components and clear sound.

The Mistral has a warmth and involvement that
make marx more expensive phono stages sound
overprice:

At its price, this battery powered pre-amp is
difficult to beat. Weak points are lightweight build
and average phono stage.

Not quite the 505, but there’s littde to match it at
this price if transparency and involvement are your
priorities.

Versatile with superb Pphono input. Can sound
sterile, but latest version is much improved.

This Fhono stage has fine midband and treble
detail, with taut bass. The £850 ISO/HR brings
more of everything.

'World Radio Histo

Fantastic bass and super insight make this one of
the best phono stages around. One for vinyl lovers,

|

Excellent line-level only pre-amp, greatly improves
on 8000C with a more fluid, musical sound and
greater grip. Remote control,

With the Attessa PSU the Artaxerxes X MM/MC
stage still shines, Its fortes are great stage depth,
neutrality and tonal colour. Musical too.

A ’60s reissue, the Marantz pre-amp still sounds
superb. Has a great phono stage,

POWER AMPLIFIERS

Classic valve monoblock with many thousands still
in use. Archetypal warm, smooth valve sound,
although not the last word in detail or dynamics.

The Stereo 20 can sound impressively up-to-date,
although power and detail are ultimately limited.

Solidlg built, but lifeless sounding, power amp can
be substantially improved by a (§uad service.

With 70watts on tap, the 9P will drive most
loudspeakers with a spacious and detailed sound.
GoocfJ bass drive too.

This power amplifier is a real honey. Rich and
smooth, but with a firm grip; a fine blend of
properties.

Used with the partnering Jare-amp it gives 70watts
of smooth, relaxing sound.

Extremely competitive at the price with 100W of
unusually smooth, full-bodied sound.

A neutral, highly dgnamic and thoroughly exciting
amplifier. A sonic bargain,

Better than anything else at the price. Not as dry
as the 50S.

Partnered with a NAC82, this has classic Naim
control, making for a superbly rhythmic
Presentation. A touch lean for some tastes.

A refined transistor amplifier with valve-like
transparency and a full, warm, easy-going sound.
The £1800 XIecto monoblocks have rare lucidity
and three dimensional realism.

HI-FI WORLD




Great control is allied to seductive smoothness. A
rare combination of power and delicacy.
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cut the sonic mustard. The sound combines grunt
with great tonal colour and expressiveness.

TUNERS

Our favourite way of listening to the wireless. A
deliciously mellifluous sound will have you junking
your transistor radio in seconds.

The 412 is remarkably musical and natural
sounding. Rich sound and full bass are a rarity.

Clear and lucid sound puts it uIP with the best
regardless of price. Superb build too.

High quality Michi-based tuner with a sophisticated,
forward sound with great imaging and soundstage.
Sensible facilities and remote control.

In its native US the FT-1 is no mere tuner but a
‘broadcast monitor’ no less, a task at which it acquits
itself well, with a clear and powerful sound.

This is the best solid-state tuner available bar
none. For better radio, go and live in the studio.

CASSETTE DECKS

l
|
t

Sonically a very decent machine. For the price
tcherec'lssnothing better. Comes fitted with Dolby B,
and S.

A simple deck, but high quality head and transport
give an unusually high level of performance at this
price. Not to be missed.

The ‘Special Edition’ tag is more than a marketing
gimmick. Sound is solid and clear with Dolby S.

A stable transport, superb head and Dolby S make
the AD-5950 an exceflent all rounder.

A great piece of engineering from Pioneer, with
first rate sound on playback and recording.
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pushes recordinFs to the limit, remaining
unflustered at all times.
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These stand mounters offer impressive bass and
excellent clarity but need a powerful amplifier to
perform at their considerable best.

Fine tonal resolution through midrange and a
smooth and extended treble make the HBIs ideal
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, tight bass.
Midrange is focused and pure with plenty of detail
and speed.

Deep and strong bass, pure, projected and
uncoloured midrange. Treble quality a little
metallic, but imaging precise. A lively, enjoyable
sound.

Few subwoofers match the Q-Bass at the price.
The tuning controls can be a bit of a fiddle, but
once set up the rest is pleasure.

Impressively vice-free 'speakers that offer great
transparency and involvement. Unbeatable at the
price.

Strong, punchy bass is allied to detailed and
articulate midrange and treble. Above all, these
'speakers are thoroughly musical.

The Strata subwoofer is not a toy. It offers
superb, true hi-fi bass depth and power, and opens
up sound stage depth in particular.

Use advanced High Definition Aerogel
bass/midrange driver and silk dome tweeter.
Dynamic, punchy and musical, yet refined like few
others are at the price. Not as sweet or soft as
the original 752s though.

This small dual-concentric loudspeaker produces
believable three dimensional imaging.

bass and lucid midrange from their
carbon fibre driver, but need warm ancillaries to
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A fine examgle of good loudspeaker engineering.
The top of the mini-monitor league.

World Radio Histo

Clean, musical and classy - Harbeth have done
themselves proud again.

The KEFs combine pin-point imagery and detail with
a smooth and polite balance. Good, agile bass too.

Heybrook have retained the strengths of the
original Sextet, improving on bass extension and
smoothness. Treble and imaging still excellent.

The 754 Freedom 5 has a highly articulate and
informative sound with fine imaging and tight,
deep bass extension. Uses silk dome tweeter,
HDA midrange and 8in woofer.

stand mounters around. They don’t suffer poor
sources gladly though.

Epos’ best. Combines near-uncoloured tonality
with characteristic fireworks in the rhythm
department. Superb by any other name.

This big Spendor is very appealing thanks to its
lucid sgunpél and valve-?rxier?cmy Ioagd.

Bold sounding professional active monitor with
solid bass, clearly focused midrange and delicious
treble. Built-in amplification.

A reference against which all other loudspeakers
are judged, the *63s have superb imaging qualities
and genuine transparency. Earlier ESL model is a
fine second-hand buy.

Superb bass and near-electrostatic soundstaging
make these involving loudspeakers a reference to
others. Need a strong amplifier though.

Smooth, detailed and spacious with great dynamics
and fine imaging. Capable of producing a superb
performance when used in a big room.

An incredibly dynamic, detailed full-range horn
design with a rich sound. Its high sensitivity
predisposes it to valve amplification.

MINIDISC PLAYERS

An impressive sound and unmatched convenience
make this MiniDisc player an excellent buy.

Both replay and recording quality are superb
through this Kenwood. Nakamichi owners should
start getting worried - at last there’s competition.’



Condition ~ Cholce  Original

Price Retail Price

Audio Research VT 60 MintSH £1295  £2330
Alchemist Kraken Mongs & Pre-amp MntSH €695  £1400
Conrad Johnson MF 2300 MintSH £1895  £29%0
Audio Research M300 monoblocks Mint SH £4995 £10800
Jadis JAS00 monoblocks x3 MintSH £7995 £21000
Lumley Ret 120 monoblacks MintSH £1695  £3200
Albarry PP1 MintSH €295 £450
Conrad Johnson Prem 8a MintSH £7995 £16000
Boulder 500 AE MintSH £3295  £5000
LFD PAILST MintSH €895  £1998
Audio Research D79/SP10 mk Il MintSH £P.0.A. VRare
Krell KSA 50 S MintSH £2495  £3680
Audio Research D400 MintSH £2500 £5298
Musical Fidelity F 15 MntSH £1095 £1899
Krell KSA 3005 MintSH £5995  £9500
NVA A80 Monoblocks & P50 Pre-amp ~ MintSH €995  £1760
Bryston 48 Good Cond SHE395  £1000
Musical Fidelity P180 & CRPS MntSH £895  £1600
Krell KSL Pre-amp MintSH £1095  £3000
Mendian 557 AsNew £1050 £1400
Audio Innovations $500 Integrated MntSH €495  £999
Meridian 505 Monoblocks AsNew £1195 £15%0
Muse 175 mk Il 175W Monoblocks bal ~ Mint SH  £2250  £3490
Mark Levinson ML 2 Monoblock MintSH £2795 £15500
Audio Research D200 MintSH £1995  £3248
Audio Research D240 mk Il MntSH £1795  £3500
Bryston 48 ST MintSH €795  £1500
Audion 3008 Silver Knights MntSH £1495  £2800
Audion 300B Golden Knights Mint SH £2250  £4000
Nam Nap 180 MintSH £800  £1150
Nam Hi Cap MintSH €425 £650
Musical Fidelty P270 mic Il MintSH €695  £1300

0 Pre
Amplifiers

MC Cormack TLC-1
Tesserac Tala

Boulder LSAE

Conrad Johnson Prem 78
Exposure IX professional power supply
Expasure V Active x over
McCormack Micro Line Drive
Mod Squad Line Drive

Linn Kairn (SMPS) Phono
Krell PAM 3 Pre amp

Mustcal Fdelty MVT

Michell Argo & Hera

Michell ISO

Jadis JP 80 mm

/—~Quality

Qe

Alon IV mk Il

Snell JIl's

Alon V mk |

Infinity IRS Beta

Ensemble PAI Silver - bi wire

B&W Siiver Sg & Stnds

Ruark icon & étands

Sonus Minima Amators & Ironwood Stds
Martin Logan CLS I1Z & Kinergetic Subwooler
Dalquist DQ12

Spendor SP2/2

EPOS ES 11 & Stnds

Monttor Audio 700 PMC

Martin Logan Sequel I

Royd Saphire

Westlake HR1 (Retall £20,000)

Alon Phalanx

B&WP6

Acoustic Energy AE1 & Stands

Proac Response 4

CHOICE

Cor Choice
Price
£595
£795

£2250

£5995
£795
£495
£395
£250
£925
£1295
£595
£495
£295
£4995

As New
Mint SH
X-Dem
Mint SH
Mint SIH
Mint SH
As New
Mint SH
Mint SH
Mint SH
Mint SH
Mint SH
Mint SH
Mint SH

iin  Choice

inal

il Prics
£995
£1495
£3400
£11000
£1595
£995
£695
£450
£1700
£3000
£1200
£900
£400
£8000

Orighnal

Price Retail Pnce

Ex Dem
Mint SH
Ex Dem
Mint SH
As New
Mint SH
Mint SH
Mint SH
Mint SH
Mint SH
Mint SH
Mint SH
Mint SH
Mint SH
Mint SH  £195
Mint SH £6995
MintSH £12000
MintSH €695
MintSH  £695
MintSH  £7995

£2000
£450
£1500
£4995
£1995
£3995
£295
£1395
£4500
£595
£395
£350
£450
£1595

£3500
£800
£5000
£12000
£3000
£5000
£500
£1948
£10000
£1500
£769
£620
£600
£3217
£245
£20000
£19060
£1095
£1170
£12500

tel.

i

Cholce Hi-Fi make it easy for you to
fulfil your sonic dreams. Quality hi-fi is
not just about expensive brandnames,
it's about aspiring to the very best sound,
about choosing your ideal system from
the widest selction in the country, in a
unique no-pressure environment. It's
about taking advantage of our unrivalled
knowledge and being given the freedom
to choose and upgrade the audio
equipment you want, when you want.
Others will sell you hi-fi, Choice Hi-Fi will
sell you solutions.

#® Generous part exchange
# Show room/dem room

#® Long term trade in policy, to allow
continual upgrading

#® All credit cards inc. Amex
#) Mail order
# Export service

# Best prices paid for top quality
equipment

#® Finance arranged subject to status
#® Widest range available

#® In-depth experience on high end
used equipment

# Unbiased advice

#® Unique ‘Hi-Fi Exchange’ - a
computerised databank of sales
and wants - will put you in touch

o181 392

Agents for: Acoustic Energy, Alon, ATC, Boulder, Bryston,
C.A.T, Chord, Elemental Audio, Forsell, Gamma, Graham,
Lumiey, Rockport, SME, Soundstyle, Straight Wire, Target,
Totem, Trichord, Trijogy, van den Hul, VPI, XLO
and many more.

Soundlab Dynastat MintSH £2500 £3790
Apogee Centaur Minors MintSH €595  £1500
Meridian M60 Rosewood MintSH £1395  £2350
Royd Priors MintSH €495 £950
Wilson Watts 2 {White) MntSH £2500  £6000
Shahinian Arc MintSH €995  £1500
Alon V mk H Mint SH £2500  £5000

CD Players

& DACS

Condticn Choice  Original

Price Retad Prce

Pink Triangle da Capo 1307 MntSH €895  £1450
EAD 7000 Transport MintSH £1295  £2495

fax: 0181 392 1994 e-mail: choice hifi@msn.com

1959 & 0181 3982
Choice HI-FI open from 10am to 8pm by appqlntment

Krell Studio 2 MintSH £1495 £3198
PS. Audio Ultralink MintSH €795  £23%0
EAD 9000 Series Il HOCD Balanced/Gold  Mint SH  £3995  £6000
Wadia 16 AsNew £4750 £7395
Mission Cyrus Discmaster (Transport) ~ MintSH €595  £1000
Krell SBP 64X MintSH £3500  £9900
M C Cormack DAC-1 MintSH £695 £995
Wadia 22/26 AsNew £P.0.A.
Acuphase DP70 MintSH £2250 £4500
Acuphase DP90/91 MintSH £9950 £20060
Mark Levinson 30.5/ 31.5 Mint SH £12500 £26245
Forsell Air Ref Transport mk Il MintSH £8995 £13800
Forsell Air Ref dac
Marantz CD80 Mint SH  £395 £560
Rotel 965 BX MintSH  £250 £300
DPA PDM 2 Silver Wired AsNew £995  £2500
Meridian 500 Transport AsNew £995 £1245
Audio Aichemy Transport £495 £900
Theta Progeny MintSH £750  £1145
Marantz CD94/CDA%4 MntSH £595  £1500
Micromega Duo CD2 MntSH £995  £2000
Turntables
Condtion Choice  Onginal
Price Retail Pnce
Piere Lurne J1/SLS MintSH £1750  £4500
Kuzma Stabi Stogi reference MintSH £4295  £2600
Audio Technica ART 1 MintSH  £495 £044
Stax SR Gamma Pro & SRMX Pro Energiser Mint SH -~ £350 £500
Basis Ovation AsNew £3495 £4950
Piere Lurne JIfSowther mk Jii Mint SH £2250  £4500
Koetsu Urushi MintSH £1295  £2295
VPI TNT Wheaton Iff MintSH £1995  £5000
Musical Fidelity T Tuner MintSH €195 €450
TNT mk IIl & Lid MintSH £3995  £4000
Clear Audio Gamma 24 CT Gold Coll ~ AsNew  £495 £900
Meridian 504 Tuner AsNew £525 £695
TNT 4 & Flywheel Air Suspension AsNew £4500 £6500
Forsell Air Force One AsNew £11995 £25000
MintSH  £250 £395

Kinshaw Overture Phono

% Choice Cfina
Piice ReinlPncs

POWER AMPLIFIERS
Unison Research Smart 845 MintSH £2300  £3000
Audio Note P1 SE MintSH €595  £950
Talk Electronics 2P AsNew £475 £730
PRE AMPLIFIERS
Audio Research LS2 Black MintSH £14495  £3300
Audio Research PH1 Black MntSH £795  £1500
Unison Research Mystery One MintSH €995  £2080
Audio Research SP14 MintSH £1395  £3000
SPEAKERS
ATC SCM 10 Black MintSH €795  £1150
Impuise H2 MntSH £1295 £2250
EposES 14 MintSH €395 €675
TURNTABLES/ANALOGUE / VARIOUS
Transfiguration Temper AsNew £1500 £2500
Tesserac Phono Stage mm/me MintSH €795  £1500
Ortofon MC 7500 MintSH £1295  £2250
VPI HW 19 jr/ RB 300 AsNew £550 £750
Clearance
Bargains
Condtion Choice  Ofginal
Price Retail Price
Audio Research D125 balanced power  MintSH £1595  £3500
Jadis DA 30 intergrated MintSH £1750 £2880
Beard P35 MintSH €495  £1395
Chameleon Ruby Power Amp (200W)  MintSH €495  £1200
Naim 42.5 Avondale MintSH €195 £600
Apogee Scintila Mint SH €695  £5000
Duntech Crown Princes Mint SH £1750 £6120
Apogee Caliper Good SH £595  £3500
SD Acoustics SD1 VGood SH £795  £2695
Wadia x 64.4 dac MintSH £1495  £4750
Linn Karik/ Numerc & Remote MintSH £1495  £2500
Linx Tuner Mint SH  £225 £475
DPA PDM 2 Average SH £695  £2000

1963




PRIVATE CLASSIFIED ADS

SPECIAL

8 pages of great bargain

11 INTERNET

1 OFFER S&¢

s »  PAGE 1486 FOR
OETAILS

Dealers must not advertise in the Private Classified section. Monthly consecutive insertions will
be considered Trade advertising. The Publisher reserves the right to judge submissions

SOUNDLAB A3s latest
model 6/97, reference and
recommended speakers
£6500 (£11,000) Delivery
UK, demonstration. Foot
passenger crossing
possible. Tel: D0 33 2 3546
3557 evenings (France, Le
Havre) (Mar(l)

LINN KAIRN pre-amp
with phono £700 ono.
Roksan Xerxes, Tabriz,
ATOCS £450 ono. Deltec
(DPA) DPS50 power amp,
cables £400
Townsend Elite Rock,
Excalibur, plinth, cover,
offers. Tel: Dave 01222
616 151 (Mar(l)

ono.

NAIM 72 Pre-amp, MM
boards, new style case
£395. Naim Hi-Cap new
style £395. Micromega
Duo Pro 2 DAC, boxed,
new £1350. Will accept
£650. All excellent. Tel:
01524 381 389 (Lancaster)
(Mar)

LF 2. CIRCUS,
Armaggedon, SME |V,
Dynavector 17D2
£1650. Exposure Pre
‘XI', 'VI', Power ‘IV’
£1250. Ortofon

Rohman unused £700.
Wanted: Meridian 565,
512V, Kimber cables,

ISO HR.
(Mar(1l)

Mana.

RESTEK CHALLENGER
Integrated pre-power amp
£425. Naim Hi-Cap £280.
Mod Squad fine
drive/phono drive units
£295 pair. Tel: John 01494
837 358 (Bucks) (Mar)

HI-FI WORLD

MARTIN LOGAN SL3
(light oak), purchased new
15/8/97. Superb, boxed,
mint £2600. Wanted:
Sonus Faber Extremas or
Wilson Benesch A.C.T.
One’s. Tel: 01902 786 818
(Midlands) (Mar)

NAIM NAC72 (new
style), Hi-Cap (old style),
NAP90 (new style) £959.
Chord interconnects and

Naim speaker cable £50.

(Mar)

BEARD P35 valve power
amp £400. Quad ESL 57
speakers £350. Lexicon
CP2 processor £300.
Harbeth P3 speakers
£250. Tel: 0181 898 8292
(Mar)

EPOS ESI4 Speakers,
walnut, phase plug model,
including Epos stands, not
bi-wire but any Epos
dealer can convert £325.
Tel: 0131 310 2174
evenings/weekends
(Edinburgh) (Mar(l)

WANTED: PINK Triangle
Pip tl pre-amp. Must be
mint. Tel: 0181 461 4797
after 6pm (Mar)

TUBE TECHNOLOGY
Synergy PPS  valve
amplifier. Four months old
(balance of 10 year
guarantee left) boxed with
instruction book £3950
(£6900) No offers. Tel:
01703 601 222
(Southampton) (Mar)

WANTED URGENTLY:
QUAD 67 CD Player to
replace stolen item. Tel:
01453 764 734 or 0370
951 875 (Mar(l)

ZETA TONEARM, VDH,
S/wired £650’Gold Bug
Briar’ MC cartridge £450.
Both items recently rebuilt
by ‘The Cartridge Man’
and still need to be run in.
Perfect condition. Tel:
0181 688 6565 (Mar(l)

QUAD ESL63
Loudspeakers with new
MAF stands £1550. Tel:
Dave 0171 209 1468
(Mar(l)

NAIM CD3 £600, NAC
92/NAPI180 £900. Epos
ESIl (walnut) with stands
£325. All mint. Tel: 01905
830 120 (Mar)

NAIM NAC72, Avondale
NAP140, Hi-Cap £1050
ono. 2 x 5m Naim NAC
AS £30. Tel: 01925 727
243 (eve & w/ends) (Mar)

MICHAELSON AUDIO
Odysseus, integrated, re-
valved, serviced £650 ono.
Part exchange
Electrostatics, ribbons,
valve preamp phono or
headphones considered.
Musical Fidelity MA 50 and
other equipment available.
Tel: James 01707 329 820
(Mar)

LINN LINGO LPI2
(Cirkus). Fitted Naim
Arrow plus Archiv (all late
1992) Boxes, booklets etc
£1450 ono. Tel: Ken Smith
01273 594 605 (Sussex)
(Mar(l)

4

cE-,-ch

Getech Audio

in conjunction with

East Midlands Composites

can now supply to the diseeming DIY
enthusiast a range of

Carbon Fibre Components
Valve Amplifier with Carbon chassis now
available in kit form (as seen in this issue)
together with:-

Arm Tubes, Turntable Sub chassis / Top
plates Honeycomb panels for Speaker
cabinets Carbon Veneer
(and much more)

Carbon Amplifier chassis built to
order for any project
(Fully finished or blank)

Please phone or write for details
Cetech

109, Hands Road,

Heanor, Derbys, DE75 7HB

Tel: (01773) 712503 Fax (01773) 530859

—

L

See us at the Bristol Show.
Room 312
Trade and OEM enquires welcome
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owmmlist of Electrocompaniet Dealers

Audmﬁe'ﬁ;—g—a-nce

" Castle Sound & Vision
Connections
Hazelmere Audio

Nottingham
London, W1

Hearne Bay, Kent

High Wycombe, Bucks

Midland Audic F xchange Kidderminster, Worcestershire

Nichols Hi-Fi London SE12
R JF Audio Visual Cambourne, Cornwall

Sound of Music Crewe, Cheshire

Sounds of Music Tunbridge Wells, Ken(’

Stowsounds Gt Finborough,,Stiffolk

The Hi End London, SW13

The Hi-Fi Room Manchester

The Hi-Fi Studios Doncaster, South Yorkshire

V'Audio Hi-Fi Consultants Bristol

- a_:A

Tel: 01227 742 928
Tel: 0115 958 4404
Tel: 0181348 5676
Tel: 01494 437 892
Tel: 01562 822 236
Tel: 01818525780
Tel: 01209 612 260
Tel: 01270214143
Tel: 01892 547 003
Tel: 01449 675 060
Tel: 0181 876 3355
Tel: 0161 832 0888
Tel: 01302 781 387
Tel: 0117 968 6005

ELECTROCOMPANIET

If music really matters ...

Distributor of

ELECTROCOMPANIET

in the UK

Sound Image UK Ltd

52 Milton Road London SW14 8JR Tel 0181 255 6868 Fax 0181 255 6869

Creek oBH-8, OBH-8SE & OBH-9
MM and MC phono pre-amplifiers

Is your vinyl input getting a little long
in the tooth? Or does your latest
amplifier not have a phono input?
Either way the Creek phono pre-
amplifiers will give a boost to your
system.

Employing state-of-the-art circuitry
and high grade components, the
OBH - Phono pre-amps perform
miracles at a very modest price.
Optimal matching is achieved by
using an OBH-8 or SE for moving
magnet and OBH-9 for moving coil.

UK Prices: OBH-8 - £99
OBH-8SE - £130
OBH-9 - £160

WORLD VERDICT &S OCOC

Smooth, yet truly musical, these

are the best entry-level phono

stages around at present.
November 97

OBH-11 He*iphone Amplifier
HIGHLY RECOMMENDED WHAT HI-FI AWARDS 1997

“The Creek OBH-11 makes the most of high-quality electronics and delivers
clarity and weight that make any headphones perform to their utmost capa-

bilities. If you are serious about personal listening, it's just the thing.”
OBH-11 UK Price: £129

OBH-12 Remote Centrol Passive Pre-amp

The Creek OBH-12 enables you to sit back and turn the volume up and down,
select the input to your amplifier, have a remote mute facility as well as tape
monitoring without the need to get up to press any buttons or adjust knobs on
your amplifier - *...something that isn’t possible with any other passive unit
out there (yet).” (Audio Video Shopper, USA, Feb 97).

OBH-12 UK Price: £199

For an info pack please contact:
CREEK AUDIO LTD, 2 Bellevue Road,
Friern Barnet, London N11 3ER, UK
Tel: 00 &4 4 (0)181-361 4133

Fax: 00 A& + (0)181-361 A136

12 Upper

Dock Street Newport Gwent

Intemet site hitp://www.diverse music.co uk
phoneffax 01633 259661 / 256261 E Mail :- sales @divers

-Mastercard - Visa-

P9 1DF

Catalogues available

9am-5.30pm Mon

at.

music clx.co.uk
-Amex-Switch-JCB-

Bluetones

Byrds (Sundazed)
Byrds (Sundazed
Byrds (Sundazed
Byrds (Sundazed)

Air

Deep Pumple
lan Brown
Pear Jam

America

Bob James/D Sanbom
Doobie Brothers
James Taylor

Joni Mitchell

Little Feat

Phil Collins

Prince

Quincy Jones

New Releases For March/April

Retum From The Last Chance
Fifth Dimension 180gm+exiras
Mr Tambounne 180gm+extras
Tum Tum Tum 180gm+exiras
Younger Than 180gm+extras

New And Forthcoming Releases

Moon Safari

Made in Japan - 2LP
Unfinished Monkey Business
Yield

WEA 180gm Reissues Phase 2
Greatest Hits
Double Vision
Stampede
Greatest Hits
Blue
Waiting For Columbus - 2LP
Face Value
Purple Rain
Back On The Block

New Alto Label 180gm Releases(German imports)

Ahmad Jamal
John Lee Hooker
Nanci Griffith

Action {brain mast tapes)
Blur

Buju Banton

Byrds

Elliott Smith
James Brown
James Brown
James Brown
Jewel

Phil Spector

Red Rat

Sizzia

Spirit

Taj Mahal

Taj Mahal

Third Eye Blind
Townes Van Zandt

Qe

E-mail: mcreek@ibm.net

Ahmad Jamals Alhambra
Real Folk Blues
Storms

Current And Back Catalogue Releases_

Rolled Gold (Gatefold/180gm)
Blur - 2LP

Inna Heights

Untitled 2LP

Either Or

Its A Mother

Reality

She is Funky Down Here
Pledes Of You

Back To Mono 5 LP Set

Oh No Its Red Rat

Black Woman And Child
Spint Of '76 - 2LP

Happy Just To Be Like | Am
The Real Thing - Live

Third Eye Blind
Documentary (Songs/Words)

£TBC
£TBC

£10.90
£12.50
£8.90
£10.90
£8.90
£8.90
£8.90
£8.90
£17.90
£69.00
£8.90

£8.90
£10.90
£12.90
£13.90

Linn Records - Titles At £4.90 While Stocks Last - Ask For List
P and P £1.00 1st LP additional LPs 50p each (max £3.50)
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GARRARD 301 Turntable
SME arm; Leak Sandwich
speakers; Leak Stereo 30
amplifier, Leak FM
Troughline 3 tuner. Will
sell separately. Offers to
Tel: 0181 747 0498 or
0181 741 7272 (Apr(l)

NAIM CDI, as new, boxed
with  manual £1150.
Rogers Master valve amp,
rebuilt £350. Pink Triangle,
export, light ash with
matching power supply
£550. Tel: 01454 885 933
(home) or 0410 533 947
(mobile) (Mar)

EARMAX VALVE
headphone amp, excellent
controlled sound, suits any
headphones £250 ono.
Save over £100!. Tel:
01903 212 700 (Mar(})

DPA LITTLE Bit Three
digital to analogue
converter £160. Quad 34
control unit (grey) £140.
Tel: 01703 602 487
(Southampton) (Mar(l)

PINK TRIANGLE Export
turntable, Rega arm-
board, new motor,
recently serviced, very
good condition £300.
Wanted: SME V tonearm.
Tel: 01224 702 619
(evenings) (Mar)

AUDIO INNOVATIONS
(Series 200) pre amp £125
ono. Audio Innovations
(Series 800 Mk3) power
amp £395 ono. Audio
Innovations (Series |000)
pre amp £545 ono. Morel
tweeters (MTD 33) £200+
new. £85 ono. IPL
(200mm) transmission line
bass, mids, latest spec £50
ono. Tel: 016625 48623
(Mar()

HI-FI WORLD

Hi-Fi World Classified Ads

PRIVATE

WANTED: VINTAGE

British hi-fi:
Amps/Tuners: Quad,
Leak, Radford etc (valves
ik transistors).
Quad,

Loudspeakers:
Lowther, Tannoy. Must
be in good functioning
ccndition.

(Mar(l)

METAXAS CHARISMA
preamp, separate PSU,
line/phono, Australian
high-end £595 (£1650
new). Matching power
amp £625. Apogee
Centaur Minor, hybrid
ribbon speakers, dedicated
Apogee stands, frequency
contour selectable, mint,
boxed £625 (£1600 new).
Tel: 01394 460 281 (Apr)

LINN KAIRN pre-amp
phono version, 7 inputs,
remote control £800.
Audiolab 8000M power
amps, | pair 1996 spec
£1000. AIll excellent
condition and boxed. Tel:
01793 850 847 (Swindon)
(Mar)

NAIM 32.5/110 Late
models, mint £3765.
Audiolab 8000A Mk ||
£295. Meridian 506, with
remote £575. Wanted:
Nytech 252 XD ||
receiver, Arc 050/101,
must be good condition.
Tel: 01604 765 924 after
7pm (Mar)

MUSICAL FIDELITY
A100I Super integrated
amplifier. Mint, boxed
£1695. Nakamichi Dragon,
mint, very recent £1450.
Celestion SL700
loudspeakers, stands £495.
Marantz [20B tuner,
strobescope, superb £595.
Tel: 01747 853 372
(Dorset) (Apr(l)

SHFECIAL
IRTERNET
OFFERM SEE
PAGE 140 FD

OETAILS

ROTHWELL VALVE
phono stage, adjustable
for capacitance and
impedance to suit any MM
cartridge, MC transformer
and power supply £200.
Tel: 01254 606 272 (Lancs)
(Mar(l)

TDL STUDIO 3 Speakers,
walnut finish, superb
condition, including TDL
stands and original boxes

£395. 01635 33738
(Newbury, Berkshire)
(Mar(l)

REVOX B77 Mk2, 7.5 and
I5 ips chassis mounted,
very good condition with
NAB adapters £400 ono.
Rogers Cadet 2 stereo
control unit and amplifier,
very good condition £80
ono. Tel: 0181 923 9766
(East London) (Mar(l)

TDL REFERENCE
Speakers (cost £3500)
£2200. Excellent
condition. Sony MDP
650D Laser Disc player
£275. Also NTSC Laser
Discs for sale. Wanted:
Wharfedale 1958 corner
speakers. Tel: Rod 0121
705 1142 (Mar(l)

QUAD ELS 57s, £350.
Black grilles, teak ends,
serviced by Quad with
latest protection, on
Quadrapod stands.
Excellent order, genuine
reason for sale, bought
ESL 63s. Tel: 01449 737
961 (Bury St. Edmunds)
(Mar(l)

VIRTUALLY NEW Gamma
Acoustics Gemini
integrated, single ended,
all triode, non-feedback
valve amplifier. Latest
front, excellent sound, can
demonstrate in New
Forest area. Bargain £350
(£700) Tel/Fax: 01590 623
456 (Mar(l)

Experience the
biggest name in
audio visual
equipment,
unparralled
standards of
service,
luxurious
demonstration

facilities, and the

best winter

warmer prices at

Musical Images

all around the M25

18 Monmouth Street
Convent Garden
London
WC2H 9HB
Tel: 0171 497 1345

126 High Street
Beckenham
Kent BR3 1ED
Tel: 0181 663 3777

173 Station Road
Edgware
Middlesex HA8 7JX
Tel: 0181 952 5535

45 High Street
Hounslow
Middlesex T3 1RH
Tel: 0181 569 5802

¢
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DanisH Aupio ConnecT AudioCom (UK)

Suppliers of the World's Finest Components

(Catalogu—e Preview Of Selected Components_]

1 AUDIO ATTENUATOR

COROBAR® Iron Dust Core Inductors

Supenor grade lron dust core inductors  Automatically wound with high
conductivity 99 99% Oxygen-Free Copper, which ofter considerable sonic
improvements over fermte & ar cores

Improved sound quelity Available from 0.1mH-12.0mH. Prices range from £6.24 - £18.84.
tmproved acwracy
Improved reliablity

Improved tracking

Audyn-Cap KP sn Polypropytene film & tin foil layer capacit
Solid Tin foil layer capacitor with greatly increased mass, prevents
the osciliation of the foil and microphonic effects are prevented

This combined with a loss angle of only 0 00008 at 1KHZ, and

2% tolerance, resuits in an extremely quick and lively capacitor

THE IDEAL VOLUME CONTROL Available at 100V, 250V, & 630V from 0.1 - 4.7pF
in high quality hi-fi ond professional audio equipment
Precision attenvator for meosuring & test equipment 99.99% Pure Silver Wire. Quarter-anneated uninsulated solid Silver conductors

Our Silver wire 18 specially drawn for us, to a minimum of 99 99% This means

that typical finat analyse on inspection achieves a wire closer to 99 9999% {6N).
The quarter annealing process produces a wire with a mirror surface finish. This 1s
achieved by drawing a 10% bigger wire than the final size The wire 1S then drawn
down and in the process highly polished

Possive volume contral

"~ Available in 10, 20, 50 . 100 Available from 0.20mm-2.0mm. Prices per metre range from £3.45 to £43.50
f 250 o«
1nd,2 kf)hm lo',, T-Network TNC s specially designed for audio by DNM Design.
Available in versions for Incorporating current slit-forl technology, the TNCIs unique 1
’i bulanced equipment (4 gang ) that its connections from the terminals to the winding separate the -

input and output paths  This reduces unwanted resistance and
inductance, producing a signal closer to pure capacitance The
results of a product test speak for itself “Signficant gains were

5 o . heard in tonal punty, neutrality, depth and transparency, with a
Wo(ld_vglde sales office 3 UK distributor sHilmorelpracise’and moraldeleate irebie/quatly:
Danish Asdia ConnecT {Thoilond) Uid. AUDIOCOM August 1997 - Hi-Fi News & Record Review
Unit 150143 % Chang Glas Haus 8ldg. 2 SwallowTree Gardens
.1 Sukbumeit B4, Soi 25 Saundersfoor Other available products include: ALPS, BHC AEROVOX, Burr Brown. CADDOCK
' ~ Bongkok 10110, Thoitond Pembrokeshire Eima, Elna, Nichicon MUSE REL-CAPA®v Sanyo OS-CON, Sfemnice, VISHAY, plus
> C Telzte6e 20 260 6072 || Sa9 9D, k. e
. Fox :(+66 2) 260 6071 Tel.  (01834) B1464D For a Free copy of our llustrated Audiophile Parts Catalogue, contact us at -
“E-moil: vifadact@loxinfo.co.th Tel/Fax {01834) 81403 AudioCom (UK)

4 " " Unit6 Tindle Enterpnse Centre, Warren Street, Tenby, Pembrokeshire, SA70 7JY
In'qﬂalllonal Distributors Welcome Tel (01834) 842803 Tei/Fax (01834) 842804
Designed ond monyfathored in Denmark Audio Connet] A/S, Copenhogen e-mail address audiocom@connect-wales co uk

{Bustness Hours 9 30 to 5 30 from Mon-Fn)

Affordable Audio - (Northampton)
ordable Pre-Owned Hi-Fi Specialists
udlo 168 Wellingborough Road Northampton NNI 4DU
Tel / Fax: (01604) 231261 or 845138 Mobile (0370) 877893
A seecoon of our ever ungng ol for sde fqraex  Sak A selecion of o ever changing ol for sde fqedet  Sa A selecton of our ever changeg oflrs for sde fquaen  Sdk
(ol dy guaranueed) New Pz Prce al Ady puaraned) New Pz Prce (al Sy paaraneed) NewPne  Pro
AMPLIFIERS Logk Tempo/Datum Il arm/Ortofon M20 FL cant (vgq) s/h 450.00 249.95 Nakamichi 1000 Tn-Tracer/3 heads etc (farr ¢) v/h 'thousands’ 349.95

Quad 33/303 pre/power {good example) sh - 169.95 ADC AT am {vgq) vh - 4000 Akar GX 285D/Dolky/3 head reel to reel (g.c) vh - 349.95
NAD 3020 oniginal dassic Int. (vgq) sh 89.95 Thorens TDISO/TP14/Shure MTSED il cant (g<) vh - 89.95 Kenwood 3030 3 motor/HX Pro {vge) vh 170.00 99.95
Gambndge P25 int. (far ¢) ) sh - 195 LOUDSPEAKERS Denon DRM $50 (ming) ] 160.00 109.95
Aura Evolution onginal dirome front Int. (fair ¢) vh 149.95 Tannoy 61} inc ceramic bases/dual concentc drivers Rotel RD B6S 1172 motor/HX Pro (vgc) vh - 129.95
Nytech (TP 102 pre amp (vgc sh - 95 (mint/as new) Jh $00.00 32995 Somy TCK $11/Dolby § etc (mint) vh 250.00 149.95
Hoth Passive pre/phono stage/power supply (vge) s/h 450.00 0.9 Casde Warwick (black) {mint) wh 210.00 139.95 Awa AD WX 717 twin remote/B/C/HS Dub (mint)  s/hb 220.00 129.95
DNHd 34A0/;’r:mm power supply (MC phona) (mint) s/h 2000.004 44995 Mordaunt Short M 2STL (black) scrufy b L 79.95 Pioneer (TW 503 Rk twin/auto rev etc (vg) /b 200.00 119.95
8::« 5 me: amp (g¢) :2\ 3 ;::;2 Jamo Comnet 70 (black) (g.¢) "y 330.00 169.95  Denon DRH 700/3 heads exc (vgq) s/h 250.00 149.95
T L by 9 o T Jamo Gasic ¢ foontandes (rsewd) (i) h 360.00 Me9s  Yamaha KX WS00 twin (vgq sh : 99.95

R GO [t O S0 1 3] : - Aison (D7 floorstanders (Mack) (vge) o 360.00 18995 Philips NS438 Black Tufp (g.) b 5 59.95
Quad 33/303 pre/power (superb example) (mint) b - 19995
Anston “Amp’ nt. (L) o 99.95 Allson (R A Labs) Ref dA (new) (ex-dem) 170.00 139.95 COMPACT DISC PLAYERS

Mendian NCA Int. (NC phonc) (vg0) < 14995 Leak 200 {orignal min Sandwich} (g.c) vh 4995 Technics I PG 470A full remote mint) h 150.00 119.95
1 x extra line modules for above {vgc) vh each 40.00 Technics SLP8 remote (g.c) (oid) vh 419.08 109.95
Naim NAC 42/NAP 110 pre/power (vge) sh . 369.00 PRODUCT OF THE MONTH Arwa XC 300 bisstream remote {mint) vh 150.00 10995
Legend P300 2 x 200 watts Moslet power amp Pioneer PDS S05 "Precision’ remote (mint/as new)  s/h 460.00 299.95
(scruffy but mega powerhul) oh 3 179.95 Linn SONDEK LP 12 turntable . Arcam Alpha § remote (mint/as new) b 450.00 249.95
Audio Research D24011 2x240 wars into dSPnint) /b 3200.00 1495.00 Complete with Akito arm and KI8 Mk || mag cartridge Phibips (D 732 bistream remote (mint) sh 140.00 99.95
Arwa X003 2640 watt Int. (mint){phono) b 140.00 99.95 with Valhalla circuit board and finished in bfack ash all yn mint Denon DCD 1700 remote (good as transport) (g¢) /b 400.00 149.95
Beard YMI 70 hybnd ‘mosfet Int. condition Musical Pidelity Digllog Dac (fair) sh 399.00 179.95
2 x 70 watts {sokd mahogany casework (vge) ) 1200.00 §99.95 P, Musial Fidelty X Dac (HOCD compatibie) (ming  s/h 300.00 2995
Beard PS00 MM phono)/P80

Sl N (';"q( A oS | . OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST
Aura Evolution AUY 00 Il Int. {mint) s 350.00 M995  Rogens LS 35A (BBC Moniton) (inc stands (black) {g.c) s/b 699.00 19995 Muwaal Fidefty T1 FH dogital tuner fmint) Vh 300.00 179.95
Denon PHA 250 230 watts Int. {mint) s/h 180,00 99.95  Tannoy Oxford (walnug) (rgc) sh 14995 NAD 901 prefprocessor Dolby Pro-Logic remote (ming w/h 400.00 199.95
Musical Frdelity Rainbow pref2 x Typhoon Tannoy Hercury 20 {walnu) (£c) b 99.95  Quad FM2 vabve tuner M stereo (mmaculate) h - 90.00
power amps (2 x 150 watw) (munt/as new) s/h 960.00 54995 Castie Richmond (walnut) (L} vh - $9.95  Qudos sand flled stands (good ‘uns) (vg vh . 89.95
Philips 280 Black Tulip pre amp (g} sih - 89.95  Gale 300 Il (black) br-wire (mint) vh 315.00 18995 Technics ST G460 digital wner (vge) vh . ny
Sony TAF 170 Int. amp {mint) sh 99.95  TOL AL 2 (back) (g.c) vh 300.00 179.95  Target AER 3 tv/audio equipment table (new} 184.00 149.95
Lecson pre/APY pre/pawer (vge) h 2995 AR D8 (walnuy) (lc) h - 99.95  Target BS equipment stand (piano black) (new} 203.00 179.95

JURNTABLES Epos 11 monitors in cherry {vgc) vh 475.00 269.95 Musical Fidelity FI FM digital tuner (ming) sh 300.00 179.95

Garrard 401/Decca Unipivot/Gotdring 1006 Infinity Moduhus/Emit tweeters (piano black) Phlips Black Tulip 180 digital tuner {g.c) s/h - 69.95
heavy prano black plnch (lovely) {vge) L 995 inc dedicated stands (mint) /h 1000.00 499.95 Kenwood KT 2060L KOS digital tuner (vge) sh 140.00 99.95
Linn LP12/tingo/hrok L¥1L/Grtofon MCIO Super Hmlo_n 751 (black) {min) vh 300.00 199.95 Heybrook HB 94 st OigP o 1) SEPARATE SIWANTEDP %4 + 4995
(black ash) {vge) dho D000 gosp  Techmics 5B € 550 (back) (vgq) W : s , ;

Lian LP12/Valhalla/Akito/KE8 I cart Mordaunt Short Carmival Il {mint/as new) vh 89.95 D°’il'| forget "‘d(}" 02" mail °3d"-
{black ash) mint) vh 1500.00 asioo LTSt R AU g i H Kb Phone an it (z:rlalaan'u,s s?ggpl(el\dnging daily.

Thorens TD 1608 I/SHE 3009 F/H Adc Xim MM Cart (vge) /h . TDL Studio | inc bases (black) (mint/as new) sh 700.00 0.5 All equipmenl i3 sold with warranties. '

}::.’S o o4 l"“;!}ﬂ;";!u‘ml'(" 3:‘100 (ma/rear/ " T hs We welcome part-exchange on any of the above.

rens N (black) (vg9 . 15995 centrefsub (black) (vg) . : o o

Thorens TD 320/Arm/Arcam (77 (back) (vg) ) 430,00 2995 Neat Crynique bi-wire Monitors (mine) vh 4“5.00 28995 mordacbolszgS'aoli g ﬁ!”r‘.’ieﬁﬂ'a‘? iguy'oolgrcgnmmie::h nge)
Thorens TD 280 (WAmy/Shure M7S Ed I (biack) (ming)u/h 280.00 14995 Heybrook Point § bi-wire {ming b 179.00 109.95 Especially 70p Briih manafaciurers products!”
Systemdek 1IX/Helios Scorpio/Stilton MP-10 cart. Tannoy Yenus I {walnut) (¥G() sh - 119.98
(acryhc platter version) (black) (vge) b 9 199.95 CASSETTE DECKS/REEL TO REEL pe " =
Systemdek 11X 900/Rega AB300/Rega Elys MM Cart Aiwa XIKS 7000/built in DAC /B/US/ We an aiso A quipment lor you on a
{ight ash finsh) () S0 B 3 hedd mawn (g d s 249 commisston basis. (Lowest rates/best return)
Ongin Lve/Synnx PUVAT MC Gt (g.c) s/b ¥ 16995 yamaha T6 8000 ‘Wedge' very rare/collectable {vg))  /h . 199.95 (|>|ease hone Paul for details')

Dual (5 505/0rtafon cart. {vgq) b n0.00 89.95  Yamaha KXW 952 teinfremote/mith everything {mint) /b 500.00 249,95 p 9
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Hi-Fi World Classified Ads

CLEAROUT:
ELECTRONICS,

cartridges, speakers.
Variable condition. Cheap.
Cambridge CcD2,
Armstrong 625,
Goodmans Module 90,
Technics M260 (3 head),
Audiotronic LT4040 tuner;
Elite MCP555, Glanz GMC
10 EX, Dynavector 10 X 2,
Rega RB100, SME
headshell, fluid damper,
alignment gauge; Hitachi
SS8310G (3 way), large
drive units. Tel: Paul 01582
664 339 (S. Beds) (Mar)

B&W DM2
LOUDSPEAKERS,
excellent condition £150.
Quad Il valve monoblocks,
professionally resprayed,
satin  black, original
components, excellent
sound £400. SME 3009
arm £55. Classical LPs,
Decca SXL, EMI ASD,
Phillips etc. Various prices.
Celestion Dittion 33
speakers £150. Tel: 01543
454 910 (Mar)

GARRARD 401, Decca

pickup, Quad 33, 303,
FM3, manuals, no boxes.

£300 the lot.
collects.
(Mar(1)

Buyer

HOME CINEMA System
for sale. Jamo THX

surround sound speaker °

system £1800, Sanyo LCD
video projector £1200,
Pioneer CLD-D515 Laser
Disc player £400, Pioneer
VSX 906RDS. Audio/Video
receiver £700. Will sell
altogether for £4000. Tel:
01332 774 693 (Mar(l)

HI-FI WORLD

PRIVATE

CELESTION DITTON 44
speakers £250 ono.
Wharfedale Model W2
speaker £20. Tel: 01273
562 954 (Brighton) (Mar(l)
PIONEER SX727 Receiver
£30. JVC Equalizer £20.
MF preamp £100. A&R 60
£30. Wanted: Pioneer

SA606 amp. Rogers
Ravensbourne for spare
s. Tel: 01228

74537(Cumbria) (Mar(l)

MERIDIAN 208, MC/MM,
remote £550. Orelle DA-
180 DAC (superb) £250.
Musical Fidelity pre-amp
3B (active/passive, superb
MC stage) £125. Quad
606 Mk2 £350. Quad FM3
£40. Tel: 0131 447 9308
(Mar(1)

MICHELL GYRODECK,
QC Gyro power, new
springs and main bearing
just fitted by Michell, Rega
RB300 and DNM
cartridge, mint £950.
Syrinx PU3 £75. Mana sub-
table £90. Meridian 208,
MC/MM  board and
remote £550. Meridian
500 transport £575. Tel:
0131 552 4926 (Mar(l)

DENON POA4400A
Monoblock poweramps,
vge £400. Mission 7601 SE
speakers, vgc £120. Puillips
CD850 CD player, vgc
£100. Sound Research
CD3 preamp £200 (new).
Crimson Electrik 100w
stereo poweramp £100.
Tel: 0181 407 1737 (Mar(l)

AUDIONOTE ANSPX
Speaker cable. 10m. stereo
bi-wire set. RRP £3800.
Bargain £1500. Tel: 01932
343 813 (Apr)

NAIM NAP 140 Power
amplifier, recently
upgraded, perfect
condition £350. Tel: 01494
677 628 (Beaconsfield)
(Mar)

ROYD PRIOR Speakers, as
new condition, in walnut
£550 ono. Meridian 101
pre-amp, pair 105S
monoblocks, matching 104
FM tuner £350 (Al
condition) Tel: 01908 510
838 (Milton Keynes) Mar(l)

SPEAKERS FOR Sale:
Musical Fidelity MC2
(excellent  condition,
boxed); Celestion Ditton
I5 (good condition). Any
reasonable offers
considered. Buyer collects.
(Walton-on-Thames) Tel:
01932 220 313 (Mar(l)

HEYBRO OK
TT2/Basik/K9, excellent
condition £240. Revox
A77 Mkll, with manual
£100. Denon DRM800
tape deck in excellent
condition £140.
Wharfedale Coleridge in
rosewood £200. Offers
considered. Tel: 01303 264
879 (Mar)

MCINTOSH POWER
Amp, No. MC2500, about
3 years old. Also many
valves, new and used.
Offers please. Tel: 0113
240 3496 (Mar)

AUDIO ALCHEMY DAC-
in-the-Box and Theta TLC
£95 each. Audio Quest
Video Z leads £40 pair.
Wanted: Audiolab 8000A.
Tel: 01773 768 723
(Nottingham) (Mar(l)

(-: ""‘FL&Q
//facoustic
[/ PANELS

Tne simplest & most cost effective

_ Way to upgrade your existing system

You need at least 2
Deflex panels for a
pairetemall bookshelf
speakers, 4 panels for
a pair of Taninoy 6's,
and at least 6 panels
tor iarger b inets

Onceyou have
gained access to the
inside of the cibime,
remove foam andior
wool gamping from
the inside of tive
spealer (if fited)

Place the flexible Deflex
pansl thru e apeexer cut-
ot et asck to e inside
& the cabmet wming the
recemmended adibesive

&

Now sit back and
listen to the @xtra
detalin sourlg, and
tar less distertion
when playec joud

J/r:.]‘.l‘ the sxperis have 10 say...

..a markec improvement was obvlous from
the first few bars of RE
Automatic for the people album

H.-Fi News & Record Review - Mnrchl‘)gd

“...Deflex panels seemed to give greater

tightness. and control, improved internal

clarity, and pitch detinition - all without
deadening the sound in any way..."

Awdiophile - January 1994

“...But one things for sure - the Deflex panels
are no gimmick. They work..."

Augio Video - December 1934

“,..the result was sharper imaging, wider
dynamics and a more natural sound..."

MI-Fi Cholce - January 1994
CHOICE YERDICT

Sound Quality INIRIDNE
=0

vatue for money [l

** SPECIAL OFFERS *

Package 2 x Standard Deflex Panel [
One 2 x Magnapads 3's
1 x Adhesive
ALL FOR £15.00 inc. P&P
Package 1 x Platter Mat
Tiwo 1 x Pack of 4 Foculpods
ALL FOR £30.00 inc. P&P

For a information pack &
details of other products from
SPECTRA DYNAMIES

Tel (01745) 360070
Fax (01745) 360086

E-mail- smason @enterprise.net
ACCIESS o VISA » COD

ANOTHER FIRST FROM
SPECTRA DYNAMICS !

PACK OF 8
Only £14.95
Forget cutting squash balls in half - now
you can have the real thing for almost the
same cost - made from the same squidgy
stuft as FOCULIPONS - the ultimate
4 isolator!

Ol 0™ e,
4
— 5) _Oooo - O

BETTER OFF DEAD
EAD oJJJ‘JJ:) /_. ’?F: f}f

Unit A1 Pinfold finncd. tgt,
Bervoen, Rivyl,
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QUALITY USED
EQUIPMENT,
BOUGHT, SOLD,
PART EXCHANGE

THE MIDLANDS
BEST USED
EQUIPMENT
SPECIALIST

ALL EQUIPMENT
TESTED AND
GUARANTEED

LINN, NAIM,
MERIDIAN, QUAD,
CASH WAITING

DPA CDM 1.3 DA7 2 Box DAC £1400 £595
Micromega Duo + Duo Pro DAC £3200 £1195
Meridian 506 20 Bit + MSR £1100 £795
Meridian 563 DAC £800 £395
AMPS
Quad 606 Power £650 £395
Linn Majik £650 £395
Linn Kairn £1700 £795
Linn LKIOO X3 £650 £395
Musical Fidelity F15 £2000 £995
Musical Fidelity F22 £1000 £495
Naim 42.5 EN/A £145
Naim Nait Mk1 £N/A £145
Naim 92 + MM £550 £345
Naim 90 £450 £295
Naim Flat Cap £340 £225
Naim 32 £N/A £145
Naim 180 12mths £1060 £695
SPEAKERS

Naim IBL £1000 £395
Linn Kabers Rosewood £2500 £1195
Linn Kabers Black £2000 £495
Linn Isobarick Walnut + Stands £3300 £495
Linn Tune Box Active X Over £450 £195
Meridian DSP 600 Digital

Active Speakers Rosewood £3000 £1495
TDL Studio 1M Rosewood + Stands £1000 £495

TURNTABLES AUDIO VISUALS

Yamaha 590 £350 €145
EN/A €795 vyamaha390  £300  £95

TUNERS

Roksan Xerxes + Artemiz

+ ATOC9 + Roksan Table
Townsend Rock |l Rega 250
Ontofon Mc20 Plaster

+ Acrylic Platter

Meridian 204 €450  £245
EN/A €395 QuadFM3  ENJA £95
0DD'S ‘N’ SODS

Va ious tables, cables etc  Ring For Details

RING FOR FURTHER DETAILS
TEL 0121-783-8227

OPEN MON-SUN
10.00 TO 8.00

 MUSONIC STYLI

SPECIALIST MANUFACTURER &
SUPPLIER FOR MORE THAN 40 YEARS

REPLACEMENTS & ORIGINALS
MANY OBSOLETE/78 VERSIONS
PICK-UP CARTRIDGES

RECORD/TAPE/CD ACCESSORIES

WHY NOT TRY US AND HEAR THE
DIFFERENCE !!

For prices tel/fax/e-mail to:-

MUSONIC (UK) LIMITED
Unit 13 Wenta Business Centre Colne Way
Watford Hertfordshire WD2 4ND
Tel: 01923 213344 Fax: 01923 213355
e-mail:musonic@compuserve.com

TRADE & EXPORT ENQUIRIES
e ALWAYS WELCOME

ZeroFeedBack

Audio Consultants
Lincolnshire

01472 883722

- AUTHORISED AGENCIES -
KLIPSCH -TRIANGLE - AUDION - ARION -
SILVER SOUNDS - AUDIOMECA
NOTTINGHAM ANALOGUE

The only way to audition expensive Hi-Fi
equipment is in the comfort of your own home.
This is precisely what we specialise in, high
quality audio in your own home. If your
requirements are for vinyl, valves or high
efficiency speakers then phone
us for a home demonstration.

No video, no satellite just pure music.

Hi-Fi with Passion
Business Hours 5pm to 10pm

Talk to Shaun on the above number

Border Pairol

Valve Amplifier Power Supply Upgrade £595.00

Off board valve rectified, choke input filter power supply for valve
Amplifiers. This upgrade reduces distortion, increases resolution and
strengthens bass performance and dynamics. if you like the sound of
your valve amplifier but would like to tighten the bass and strengthen
the overall dynamics this is what you need. Versions available to suit
everything from vintage Leaks to modern Audio Innovations, Audio
Note and Art Audio designs. If you are unsure about the suitability for
your amp please telephone us.

‘In every instance the Border Patrol effect was nothing short of a
transformation. Bass solidified, imaging became significantly more three-
dimensional and substantial, and the power supplied amp made the regular
version sound, quite literally, a mess.’

‘With the Border Patrol back on the music regained its composure:
instruments not only sounded more natural and realistic, but seemed much
more musically coherent. In many respects it was like taking the good
things about transistor amps and adding them to the natural strengths of
valves - a remarkable biend.

...Jason Kennedy Hi-Fi Choice April 97

Call us for A/B with/without demonstrations of the
BorderPatrol effect

BorderPatrol Tel/Fax Brighton 01273 276716




MERACUS IMA6O
Transport, white with
smoked glass top,
fabulous sound (£3995)
£1995. Wadia X-32

Digimaster DAC, 20 bit,
32 times ovarsampling,
stunning sound with

above transport (£2200)
£895. Nordost Moon-
Glo coaxial cable (£145)
£65, but free to
purchaser of above.

(Apr)

CELESTION A2 Speakers
£950, Technics Tuner
ST210 £60, Arcam 290
control and power amps
£625, Arcam Alpha One
CD £160. Cabling also
available. Tel: 06128 78I
[18 (Mar(l)

ATC SCM 50 Active
speakers for sale. Just
factory serviced by ATC.
Oak veneer, in wonderful

condition. Reluctant sale

due to move to smaller

premises. £2250.
(Mar(l)

ARCAM 5 PLUS amplifier
£90. Nakamichi CD-2
£180. Denon CDP £100.
B&W DM7 £250. PS
Audio 4.6 preamp £300.
Rogers ECL86 monoblock
£200/pair. Tel: 0121 326
8083 (Mar)

ROGERS E40a Valve amp,
b/mew US$2000. Revox
B77HS US$1500. KEF
104/2 reference speakers
US$1600. Nakamichi
CRSE cass/deck US$1000.
Rega Planar 3 t/turntable
US$600. Tel: 0274 371 510
(Yogyakarta, Indonesia)
(Mar)

HI-FI WORLD

Hi-Fi World Classified Ads

PRIVATE

H -Fi WORLD KLPI
Preamp, built with some
apgraded components
£250. Mission 752
speakers (origimal) £350.

Teac T1 VRDS transport
£385 DPA Litzle Bit 3
£175. Owner upgrading.

(Mar)

AUDIO SYNTHESIS DAX
DAC, Ultra analogue
version with glass optical
input £800 ono. Musical
Fidelitcy X-Cans valve
headphone amplifier and
X-PSU power supply £180
ono. Beyer DT990PRO
headphones £70 ono. Hi-Fi
News Headcase
headphone amplifier £30
ono. Tel: 01962 851 802
(Mar)

COUNTERPOINT SA3.|
Valve pre-amplifier, Golden
Dragon tubes £600. Onix
OAZI integrated amplifier
plus Soap p/s £350. Moth
arm £40. Naim NACS tri-
wired 3 x 3m £70. Te':
01386 860 931 (Evesham)
(Mar)

ART AUDIO Tempos
30W Class A triode
monoblocks £1150 (£2600
new). Ruark Accolades tri-
wireable £1200 (£2700
new). Silver Seven
interconnect £95 (£200
new) 6 x 3 metre lengths
Canare speaker cable £50.
Tel: Ckristos 0181 993
2006 (Mar)

LOWTHER PM6A
Acoustas, as featured in
January HFW. Cabinets in
good condition. Original
drive units, surrounds
replaced by ex-Lowther
engineer four years ago.
£350 ono. Tel: 01709 526
911 (evenings) (Mar(l)

PIONEER A400 (GTE,
Tom Evans modification)
boxed £120. Tannoy M20
speakers (boxed) £100.
Dual 505.4 turntable
(boxed) £85. Thorens 160
£35. 1000+ classical LPs
£350. Tel: 01189 787 225
after 6pm (Wokingham)
(Mar)

MICHELL FOCUS |'s with
Mission arm, vgc £165.
Townsend Elite
monoblock amps, superb
£325. Infinity Modulus
speakers with stands £465.
SME 3009 arm £35. Tel:
Adil 0171 308 4044/018I
673 3850 Mar(l)

QUANTUM AUDIO
Minstral zero feedback
valve amp £500. Rogers
Cadet 3 amps £100. JVC
JASS55 amp £40. Leak
Stereo 30 amp £20. Arcam
Alpha tuner £45. Pioneer
TX608 tuner £35. DNM
speaker cable £50. SME
3009 imp. arm £45. Koss
Pro4A phones £45.
AudioQuest digital lead
£25. JR149 speakers £100.
Musical Fidelity MCI
speakers £80. Denon
DRMIO cass. £35. NAD
Separator system. CD,
cass, tuner, amp £250.
Tripos 5 shelf hi-fi rack
£100. Extra shelves for
Tripos rack £20 each. Tel:
01224 646 473 (Mar)

NAIM NAC 42 pre amp
and NAP |10 power amp,
with Snake £250. Tel: 0121
354 7223 (Mar)

IMPULSE H2
Loudspeakers. Ultra-
sensitive (95dB) ideal
partners for low output
valve amplifiers. Beautiful
condition, black finish. A
bargain at £1600. Tel:
Mark 01252 845 128
(Fleet, Hampshire) (Mar(l)

BPECIAL
INTEIWET
OFFER SEE

HORN LOADED
Speakers in teak cabinet.
Superb sound.

Professionaly made to
satisfy specifications of life-
long ultra fussy speaker
designer. Little used.
Excellent condition. Were
£4000. Now £1300 ovno.
Tel: 0181 698 6294 (Mar)

RADFORD STA 2S Il +
SC22 + FMT2 stereo
tuner £525. Yamaha
CT7000 ctuner £445.
Nakamichi ZXL 1000,
recent B&W service
£1225. Chartwell LS3/5a
speakers, bi-wired, with
Partington stands £235.
Leak Stereo 60’s (two)
£425 each. Woanted:
Conrad Johnson MV55.
Tel: Graham 017 383
0677 (Mar(l)

B&W 801 Mkl monitors
require new home £575.
Also Nottingham
Analogue space deck,
RB300, DL103 £500. Croft
Series 4S monoblocks
£700 pr. EAR 834P phono
amp with gold Aeros
£375. Coggan Hall
interconnect £65. Room
downsizing forces
reluctant sale. Occasional
use only. Tel: 0181 203
2120 (Mar(l)

SOUNDSTYLE X058 hi-fi
rack. Three leg, five glass
shelves. Black finish. As
new £125. NAD 6220
cassette deck, excellent
condition £50. Tel: 01403
251 697 (West Sussex)
(Mar(l)

NAKAMICHI BXIS50E
cassette deck, needs
attention, boxed £75 ono.
Goldring 1042 cartridge, 3
months old, boxed with
receipt £70. Linn K9 £25.
Rega EL8, walnut, 10
months, boxed with
receipt £220. Tel: 0956
818 670 days, 0181 398
9664 eves (Mar(l)
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WINTER SPECIAL PRICES
ART AUDIO QUINTET MONOBLOCKS (CHROME/GOLD) ~ £2095.00

BEAM ECHO DL7-35 MONOBLOCKS £2500.00
GAMMA ACOUSTICS GEMINI LINE INTEGRATED £ 450.00
GAMMA ACOUSTICS RHYTHM PHONO £1100.00
GAMMA ACOUSTICS AEON MONOBLOCKS £2995.00
TUBE TECHNOLOGY SYNERGY PRE POWER £3995.00
TUBE TECHNOLOGY UNISIS POWER £1195.00
TUBE TECHNOLOGY PROPHET PRE AMP £1250.00
UNISON RESEARCH SMART 845 MONOBLOCKS £2495.00

Art Audio ~ Alchemist ~ Beam Echo ~ Bravura ~ Gamma Acoustics ~
Loricraft Audio/Garrard ~ JM Labs Speakers ~ Klipsch ~ Monrio ~
Nottingham Analogue ~ Ortofon ~ Pro-ject Turntables ~ Sovereign Valves
~ Target ~ Trichord Research ~ Tube Technology
“Audible Elegance are now pleased to be

associated with Cary Audio Design”

01227 742928 F 0976 402779

Ashcroft Bishopstone Lane Herne Bay Kent CT6 6RP

H-F: 5 Auto Consuttoms.
Ssles and Service

CODE KEY:- N = NEW X = EX DEM S = SECOND HAND

Manufac. Model Description Code Stock R.R.P  Now
Arcam  Alpha 6 Amplifier S 1 £330.00 £200.00
Arcam  Alpha9 Integrated Amplifier X 1 £500.00 £400.00
Arcam  Alpha 8 CD Cd Player X 1 £520.00 £400.00
Castle Isis Bookshelf Loudspeaker

- Mahogany X 1 £250.00 £200.00
Castle Sevem il Loudspeaker of the year 1997

-Yew £670.00 £600.00
Celestion 9 2 Way Loudspeakers £290.00 £190.00
Celesion A1 Loudspeaker with Stands £1,100.00 £800.00

Cyrus DISC & DAC Master Cd transport and DAC £1,900.00 £999.00

Cyrus PSXR Power Supply £328.00 £200.00
Cyrus Pre Pre-amplifier £648.00 £390.00
Cyrus Remote Remote Control £100.00 £60.00
Meridian 501V Preamplifier £700.00 £400.00

Meridian 541 AV Processor £1,100.00 £700.00
Meridian 566 Digitat to Analogue converter £1,1095.00 £795.00
Mission 7331 Floor Standing Speaker X & £330.00 £220.00
Mission 733 Floor Standing Loudspeaker £300.00 175.00
Nad 910 Surround Sound Processor £400.00 £175.00

Naim HI CAP
Naim NAC 32
Naim NAC 72
Naim NAP 250
Pioneer CLD D925

Power Supply Old Style
Pre Amplifier Old Style
Pre Amplifier New Style
Power Amplifier Old Style
Laserdisc Player

£370.00 £200.00
£700.00 £399.00
£1,700.00 £550.00
£800.00 £400.00

Quad 77 Preamp Pre-amplifier £850.00 £680.00
Rega Planar 78 78 rpm Tumtable £215.00 £150.00
Sony CDP 970 Cd Player £300.00 £€150.00
Target MB3W 165 Wide modular equipment rack £200.00 €140.00
Yamaha CDX 890 Cd Player £350.00 £250.00

Yamaha DSPA 2070
Yamaha DSPA 990
Yamaha GX 70

Prologic Amplifier

Prologic Amplifier

Surround Sound Mini system
- inc Speakers

Prologic Receiver

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
2
1
1
1 £800.00 350.00
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
2
2 £1,100.00 £499.00
2 £900.00 £399.00
1 £400.00
1 £400.00 £175.00

NX ZZZXONZZOUNOVONXZXXXONONXZZ

Yamaha RXV 470

12 Regent Street, Warwickshire, CV22 5LP
Tel: 01788 540772 Fax 01788 542170

e PROGRESSIVE =
ALUDIO 54,

Mid-Season Sale of Ex-Dem and Secondhand

Equipment

Analysis Epsilon Ribbon Loudspeakers (£3750) Sale £2600
Audio Alchemy DAC 1.2 (£595) Sale £375
Chord Electronics LSS512A

Loudspeakers (Ebony) (£1679) Sale £1200
Parasound P/LD 2000 Preamp (£1495) Sale £1095
VP1 HPW 19 MkHI Piano Black Turntable (£1800) Sale £1150
Alon Petit Loudspeakers (walnut) (£1087) Sale £795
Alon 1 Loudspeakers (oak) (£1616) Sale £1200
Chord 800 Power Amp (£2155) Sale £1600
Michell Argo HR Pre-Amp (£1339) Sale £1050
Audio Alchemy Headphone Amp (£249)  Sale £199
Beyer 531 Headphones (£120) Sale £85
Stax SR-84 Electret Headphones (£259) Sale £195
Questar QA2 Active Speakers/Stands/

3M Kimer 4TC £300 the lot
4M Set Nordost Red Dawn Speaker

Cables (Terminated) (£929) Sale £750

Audio Silver Knight 300B Mono Blocks (£2495) Sale £1750

Roksan Xerxes (Piano Black) Table + SME V
Tonearm S/H £1200
Audionote Meishu (phono m/m) amplifier (s/h) £2250
XTC Pre 1 pre amp - 3 weeks old (s/h) £800
Trichord Pulsar 1 DAC (s/h) £825
Meridian 200 CD transport (s/h) £400
Proac Studio 100 loudspeakers (cherry)
3 weeks old £550
Technics SE-A1000 and SU-C1000
pre/power combo £450
SD Acoustics SD3 loudspeakers (ex dem) £350
SD Acoustics Alexandra stands for above (new) £220
Foundation Designer ‘600’ stands 21 inches tall £210

New in this month and on permanent dem:-
Audio Synthesis Dax Decade and Desire Decade Tube
Technology CD player.

Call For More Details Or Dem Of New Equipment
(List Available)
All items mint/boxed. Guaranteed as new
(unless S/Hand ]
Telephone Medway (Kent) 01634 - 389004 anytime

ANNIBIIAWMVIALNEF.RE
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R ‘J‘ F‘ HIGH END

_______ AUDIO FOR
DISPOSAL AT
GIVE-AWAY
PRICES!

84 PENDARVES STREET, TUCKINGMILL, CAMBORNE CORNWALL
TR14 8NJ 01209 710777

New, Used and X-dem

Acos Lustre arm £ 90.00
Arcam Alpha Plus CD £249.00
Arcam Delta 290 integ. amp £450.00
Arcam Delta 290P power amp £299.00
Beyerdynamic DT511 phones

Exposure VII/VIIl pre/power amps

Grado SR60 ghones

Grado SR325 headphones

Heybrook TT2/Linn Basik LVX

Kinshaw Overture DAC

Kinshaw mono-blocks and pre-amp

Linn Kairn pre-amp £
Micromega Minium %ystem (AMP/CD/FM/Speakers)
Micromega Minium CD £
Micromege Minium CD

Pioneer A-400 amplifier £200.00
QED Vector Reference Pre-amp £269.00
QED Digit Plus DAC £150.00
Revox B711 |l cassette deck £450.00
Revox B780 receiver £700.00
Rotel RC960 pre amp £120.00
Rotel RT935AX tuner i £130.00
Sango Plus N55 noise reduction system £300.00
SME 9012 arm £200.00

ZCZCCCZzZzCzZzzZzzZCcCczCczzczcccc

Plus more, phone with your requirements.

DEALERS FOR THE FOLLOWING AUDIO PRODUCTS:-

AKG, Audio Technica, Bandridge, Beyerdynamic, Bose, Cerwin Vega, Denon,
Electrocompaniet, Goldring, Harman, Impulse, JBL, JB Labs,Klipsh, Musical Technology,
QED, Quad, Rel Acoustics, Rotel, SME, Sugden, TDL, Teac, Thorens, Yamaha, others
please enquire.

Also consult us for your high (or low) end repairs / mods, CD re-clocking,
Laser disc AC3 upgrade + more. We are valve and transistor specialists.
NOW FITTING BORDER PATROL POWER SUPPLY.
Specialist cabies supplied

HI-FI WORLD



AUDIO ALCHEMY DDS
Il - CD transport & D.D.E.
vl.l DAC, Aura CA-
200/PA-200 - pre/power
amps, B&W CDMI
speakers/Atacama SE-24
stands. Cost £3950 incl.
cables. Boxed, nearly new,
only £3000 ono. Tel: Nigel
0171 916 0496 (Mar(l)

MICHELL GYRODEK
(with Orbe clamp, platter)
QC, SME 1V, Ortofon
MC30 Supreme £1200.
Naim NAC 82 £1300.
Naim Hi-Cap £300. NAP
140 £300. Audio Alchemy
DAC, DDE
vI.I/DST/PSU2 (£820
new) £300. NAD 402 £90.
Denon DL304 £90. 82 Hi-
Fi Worlds £60. Tel: 0171
828 7458 evenings (Mar(l)

CHORD COMPANY
Flatline Gold bi-wired
speaker cables 2x10m,
boxed, cost £300, accept
£150. Wanted: Wilson
Benesch  Full circle
turntable, Naim A5 cables.
Tel: 0181 763 8694/083 1
476 144 (Mar(l)

LEAK STEREO 20 valve
amp, new valves etc £260.
Armstrong FM-AM valve
tuner £50. Tel: Tony Ryan
01203 216 650 daytime or
01203 460 729 after
5.30pm (Mar(l)

ALCHEMIST KRAKEN
Anniversary power amp
and pre-amp including
phono board, all books etc
£560 pair ono. Tel: 01600
713 755 (Monmouth)
(Mar(1)

HI-FI WORLD

Hi-Fi World Classified Ads

PRIVATE

LUMLEY REFEREMCE
LM2 Mk2 loudspeakers.
Black floorstanders.

Morel 8” bass Volt Abr.
Open baffle: 2 Dynaudic

dome m'dranges, silk
tweeters, ribbon super
tweeter £280Q new.
Excellent condition. Will
demonstrate £1500.
(Mar(1)

NAIM SBL Speakers in
black, excellent condition,
pre-upgrade. Will accept
£850 or near offer. Tel:
Paul 01474 853 446 or
mobile 03705 72149

(Mar(l)

NAIM HIi-FI System for
sale. NACOI £1000,
NAP250 £1100, SBL
walnut finish  £1300.
Supercap £1450, NAC82
pre-amp £1400. All
complete with boxes,
manuals and as new. Tel:
0467 234 218 or 01275
333 020 (Bristol area)
(Mar(l)

MERIDIAN 551 Integrated
amp £425. Ruark
Swordsman Two Plus, teak
£100. XLO Ref Type 4
digital interconnect 0.5m
£65. XLO Ref Type |
interconnect 0.5m pair
£125. XLO Signature Type
[.1, 2%x0.5m pairs £200 per
pair. chord flatline Gold
Twin bi-wire, |0m pair
£150. Tel: 01249 821 288
(Wilts) (Mar(l)

QUAD 405 Power amp,
instruction booklet, one
owner £240. Excellent
condition. Tel: 01691 690
342 (Shropshire) (Mar(l)

NAD 1000 pre-amp, 2100
power amp. Technics ST-
GS70L tuner, SLP-IIl CD,
SH-GE70 graphic equaliser.
Wharfedale 415 speakers
with stands. Target 5 layer
stand £600. Will not split.
Tel: 01295 251 057
(Oxfordshire) (Mar(l)

STAX LAMBDA
Earspeakers + SRM-TI
(£1544) £675. Linn Lingo
£350. Linn LK100 £375.
Linn Wakonda £450. Royd
‘The Sorcerer’ speakers
£350. Slate Audio 20”
stands £100. Wanted:
Laser discs. Tel: 01952 502
097 (Telford) (Mar(l)

PIONEER 300R Precision
amp, as new £300. Pair
Spendor S100 speakers,
with matching furniture
stands. Very easy to drive.
Sensible offers. Tel: 01977
620 558 (Mar(l)

ONKYO TX-SV9I9THX
THX Receiver, AC3
compatible, awesome, as
new, mint boxed (£2000)
£1095. Arcam Delta 290P
power amplifier, as new,
mint boxed (£400) £225.
Pink Triangle 1307 Filter
(£250) £125. REL Storm
Subwoofer, superb deep
bass, mint, boxed (£695)
£425. Polk LS/FX dipole
and bipole surround
speakers, boxed (£450)
£225. Stands Unique ash
veneer 5-tier tower rack,
upgraded to 10mm glass
all round, complete with
isolation shelf (£675)
£295. Stands Unique, as
above, but 3-tier, upgraded
to 10mm glass all round,
complete with isolation
shelf (£525) £225. Tel:
0118 934 4447 (Mar(l)

SPECIAL
INTERNET
OFFER SEE
PAGE 146 FO!
DETAILS

LINN HI-Fl. Kairn Pro Pre
£750. LKI00 power
(1997) £450. Both are as
new condition with Linn
packaging, manuals etc.
Wanted: LFD Zero. Tel:
01642 542 395 office,
01429 429 953 home
(Cleveland) (Mar)

MICROMEGA DUO CD
3.1 transport + Pro2 DAC
£1400. Proac Response |s
£475. Rel Strata £300. All
vge. Tel: Simon 01925 572
936 (Warrington) after
7pm (Mar(l)

YAMAHA DSPA 2070 10
months old £700 ono.
Kef 104/2 Raymond
Cooke Limited Edition, |
year old £900 ono. Kef

100C center speaker, 2
years old £150 ono. Polk
LS FX, | year old £250
ono.

(Mar(l)

NAIM NAC 32.5
(upgraded to NAC 72),
NAP 160 and HiCap
power supply. Boxed with
manuals £550. Systemdek
DST turntable £100. 2x8m
VDH CS122 speaker cable
£50. Tel: 01787 223 167
(Colchester) (Mar)

LINN KABERS £575 ono.
Naim 140 £300 ono. Naim
I2s (mint, boxed) £85
ono. QED Digit/Positron
£55 ono. 5 Hi-Fi Year
Books £100. Albums (600
plus) offers. Tel: 0191 422
3415 (Mar)

GAMMA ACOUSTICS
Rhythm 211/VT4C
integrated S.E. triode
amplifier inc. phono stage
(£2499) £1000. Gamma
Epoch Reference 5
loudspeakers (£2999)
£1000. Pair Quad ESL 57
loudspeakers £350. Tel:
01246 200 096 (Mar(l)

MARCH 1998
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PM Components Ltd

SALE SALE SALE

VALVE SECONDS

These valves have been tested and are electrically to the same standard as
Golden Dragon premium quality valves. However, during testing some
discolouration of the glass envelope has occurred which-means we
cannot offer them as. first quality.

The following are available until stocks are sold (few of each only, matched pairs
available (subject to stock):

300B, KT90LX, EL156LX, KT66, 4.300B, KT90, 4.300B LX, 2A3, KT88,
300B Super, KT88M, EL34

Valve seconds for sale at 640% discount off normal retail.
All guaranteed NEW, and unused.
Guaranteed for six months

Selectron House;, Springhead Enterprise Park, Gravesend, Kent. England. DA11 8HD
FAX: 01474 333762 TEL: 01474 560521




Hi-Fi World Classified Ads

FREE NEW Meridian 504

tuner (£700) for you if you
buy unwanted Christmas
present. New latest
Meridian 506, 20 bit CD,
551 amp + MC/MM, full
Meridian remote +
connectors £1500 (cost
£2600+) Tel: 01482 842
740 (Mar(l)

EAR 834P MC+MM phono
amp £225. Monarchy 22B
DAC £800. XLO Type 4
phono to BNC digital
interconnect £45. Tel:
Mike 0161 291 9331 (Mar)

HARBETH MONITOR
speakers £160. NAD 4020
tuner £50. Meridian 10|
preamp £80. Quad mono
tuner £40. Linn LKI
preamp with Linn Dirak
power supply £300. Aiwa
1500 cassette deck £50.
Technics SUV2 amplifier
£60. B&W large speakers
£140. All above as new.
Tel: 0181 680 1341
(Croydon) (Apr)

MARANTZ CDé63 KiI
Signature, cost £500, sell
£295. Aura PA100 P/A,
cost £700, sell £425,
brand new, 3 year
warranty. Sony CDP 7I5E
player, cost £250, sell
£150. Quad 33/303
upgraded, excellent £175.
Luxkit Class A amp, 50
watts, excellent £85. Tel:
0141 571 4947 (Mar(l)

TANNOY D700
Loudspeakers, rosewood,
boxed, 5 months old, as
new £1500. Quad 67 CD
player, boxed, mint
condition £500. Tel: 01355
264 586 (Mar(l)

LFD AUDIO Power stage
2, 19” version, boxed in
excellent condition £600.
Tel: 0162 633 4068 eves.
(Mar)

HI-FI WORLD

KRELL CD DSP Mkil
£2400 (£5800 new). Krell
KRC HR pre-amp £4900
(£6900 new). Lumley LVI
pre-amp £650 (£1000
new). Lumley ST40 power
amp (chrome) £750
(£1325 new). Tel: 01743
344 438 evenings or 0802
355 521 (Mar)

LOWTHER ACOUSTA
PM6As. Birch ply cabinets.
Re-coned PM6As.
Reversible mods include
spikes, Deflex panels,
felted baffle and improved
wiring. Dynamic, efficient
and exciting. Value at
£375. Tel: 01926 854 115
(Warwick) Mar(l)

QUAD 44 Control unit
and Quad 405 power amp
£395 pair. Pioneer VSP
200 surround processor
£100. Pair of Bolivar

speakers - offers. Tel:
01902 665 243 (Mar(l)

WANTED: SUGDEN A28,
grey finish, late model with
toroidal transformer.
Mayware arm. suitable MC
cartridge. GB record
clamp. Tel: 01634 725 123
(Kent) (Mar(l)

M.F. X-DAC, mint £170.
Theta TLC, mint £110.
Theta Galiath, mint £100.
Siltech HF6 Digital 1/2m
£50. Siltech HF7 Digital
Im £80. Tel: 01903 247
779 (Sussex) (Mar)

ARCAM ALPHA CD
Player £100. Royd Minstral
speakers £150. A&R A60
integrated amplifier £75.
All mint condition. Tel:
01993 775 623 (Witney)
(Mar(l)

PRIVATE

AUDIOSTATIC ES200 BK
speakers £1800 (£2800
new) Leak Stereo 20 and
Varislope 2 pre amp £400.
Amp has been rebuilt. Tel:
0181 657 7141 between 7-
10pm (Mar(l)

WORLD AUDIO 588!
20W Power amp.
Professionally built £300.
10 hours use. Preferably
buyer collects. Tel: 01229
828 922 (Mar)

NAKAMICHI DRI
Cassette deck. Light use
only. Excellent condition.
Fabulous sound quality,
boxed with instructions
£390 ono. Tel: 01244 68l
805 (Mar(l)

QUAD 66/606 pre-amp
and amp plus Quad FM6
tuner, Quad 66 CD player
together with Quad rack
& pedestal. Pristine
condition with original
boxes. Will not split.
Offers over £1400. also
pair B&W DM2A speakers
- Offers? Tel: 01483 274
903 (Surrey) (Mar(l)

AUDIOLAB 8000Q
preamp £750, Audiolab
8000DAC £650. Monarchy
188 DAC/Preamp £450.
Monarchy 350W single
end monoblock amps
£700 each. Monarchy DIP
£150. Used; NAD 5120
deck £60, NAD3020 amp
£50, Audiolab 8000C
£350, Im pair AudioTruth-
Diamond interconnects
£350. Tel: 01475 637 425
(Mar)

AUDIOLAB 8000P, 18
months old, bi-amped with
8000A £600. Royd Abbots
£350. all good condition.
Tel: 01733 810 516 (Mar(l)

SIPECIAL
INTERNET “
OFFER SEE
PAGE 146 FOR

DETAILS
A SRR

QUAD ESL 57 bronze pair
in good condition £300.
Tel: 01865 246 946
(Oxford) (Mar(l)

KEF REFERENCE Series
Model One. Rossetta burr,
6 months old, boxed,
warranty £850. Tel: Geoff
0181 870 3451 (Mar(l)

LEAK STEREO 20 and
Varislope Il Stereo,
excellent condition £200.
Garrard 401 with Linn
Basik arm plus cartridge
on plinth £120. Lots more

vintage equipment. Phone
for price list. Tel: 0116 287
2397 (Apr)

WANTED: PAIR of Linn
Tucans preferably with
stands. May swap/part
exchange for mid 1980s
black Linn LP12
immaculate. Distance no
object. Tel: 0956 136 804
or 0181 408 043! (Mar(l)

PROAC SUPERTOWER
Mkll speakers in black ash
finish. 7 vyears old
immaculate condition,
boxed with original receipt
£590 ono (£1200) Tel:
01727 766 601 (St Albans)
(Mar)

MERIDIAN 506 CD Player,
latest 18 bit spec. As new,
hardly used £460. Tel:
01642 559 204 (Cleveland)
(Mar(l)

PIONEER DAI1000 DAT
Recorder
model)

with mains

ed ads

(Japanese olN

transformer £200. Aiwa o R

ADI1600 cassette deck
£50. Akai 4000 DS reel to
reel| tape deck £80. Tel:
01707 267 379 (Mar)

NAIM NAC 72, NAPI80,
M/C boards, mint, boxed,
with leads and instructions
£975. Tel: 01803 315 391
(South Devon) (Mar)

class
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SPEAKER Al LDERS HEAVEY

~ SOME MAY WISH TO DICTATE THE FUTURE : WE BELIEVE IN OFFERING CHOICE

VISATON , & sustaining

member of the AES ( Audio Engineering
Society ) offer a vast range of speaker kits
that give unrivalled quality & performance are
suitable for enthusiasts of any experience.
Home building is a great way to cut the cost
of a new speaker system, without losing
quality or performance. From the traditional
all round speaker, to the top class high-eng
systems. home building will allow you to
choose your desired finish, so tailoring your
new speakers to suit your individual
requirements.

All kits are supplied with simple
instructions & cabinet dimensions. No
soldering is required for the “Alto” series as
the crossovers come ready wired & fixed to
gold plated connection terminals. The more
advanced kits do require some soldering &
more advanced woodworking skills.
Cabinets are available cither as flat packs or
pre-built needing only finishing.

Catalogue / Price lists
now including some detailed
cabinet diagrams

2 SepE———T 4

SOUTH COAST SPEAKERS LTD.

Suppling....DRIVER UNITS

V@LT
))

morel

seas

- VISATON

I Scan-speak

R.C.L.

’RECISION
DEVIC

)

ACCESSORIES

In stock
Port-tubes, grills. spikes. terminals,
wadding, crossover boards. binding posts.
banana plugs, MKT capacitors,
air-cored inductors, resistors.
DEFLEX acoustic sheets & cables.

( New for early April 1998 \

We will be introducing our own
loudspcaker kit designs. The first two :

Classic 200 & Classic 250
Both are high quality 3-way systems

available in kit form
or completely finished j

-

326, Portswood Rd. Southampton Hampshire SO17 2DT

Tel / Fax :

01703 - 559312

Help with your own Ideas

At South Coast Speakers we want
to help you realise your own ideas. We offer a
full after-sales service to help with any
construction problems & general queries. We
can also cater for spacific needs with custom
projects.

Design Services

1) Crossover Design :

Given the parameters of the units
that you wish to use we can then supply a
Theoretical or Computerised Crossover
design, optimising the performance of the
desired units

2) Cabinet Design :

In order to achieve optimum
performance from the bass driver the cabinet
must be the correct volume for that driver.
Given the parameters of the unit we will
supply cabinet dimensions together with port
tube length & diameter if required .

3) Full Test Service :

We can fully test your loudspeaker
with regard to frequency response, phase and
impedance. We can also test driver units &
supply you with the Thiele/Small parameters.

Up-grade & Repair service

We can repair or up-grade your
existing loudspeakers, bringing them up to
1998 specs. Up-grades include : Replacement
drivers, OFC internal cable & new crossover
components. Estimates are provided free of
charge and without obligation.

Listening Room

At South Coast Speakers we
have a comfortable listening area modled on
the average family living room. giving you.
the customer, a realistic idea of how your kit
speaker will sound when you have completed
construction & plug them in at home. There
are 15 kits on demonstration 2 from time to
time. We are here to help you, offering
informed & friendly advice so pleasc ask!




Hi-Fi World Classified Ads

MUSICAL FIDELITY EI00
amp £325. Linn Basik,
Akito, K5, less than |
hours use £175. Van den
Hul Thunderline
interconnect (brand new)
£70. Tel: 01302 820 815
(Mar)

ATC SCM 20s black ash as
new, boxed £750.
Foundation  designer
stands four pillar 24” high
£195 ono. Heybrook HBI
stands as new £60. NAD
302 amps as new £85.
Dual CS 505-4 belt drive
turntable - offers. Apollo 5
tier hi-fi rack, black, -
offers. Van den Hul The
Wind Mk2 with gold WBT
connectors, 170 cms x 8 -
serious offers. Tel: 0181
948 5568 (Mar(l)

NAC 72 NEW Style, inc
CD input (dedicated),
boxed, mint £450 ono.
NAP 250 old style, boxed,
mint £870 ono. Rotel RT
950 OBX, mint, boxed
£169. Quad 77 Int amp,
mains £450. AEl’s on AE|I
stands £650. Naim NAC
42 pre amp £90. DPA
Renaissance amp (£600) 6
months old, as new £300.
Tel: jules 01792 280 061
(Mar(l)

METAL MONITORS,
integral stands.
Professionally built with
high quality twin bass mid
range drivers, tweeter and
external  crossovers.
Detailed and lively sound,
high sensitivity, easily
driven £375 ono. Tel:
01773 715 406 (Notts)
(Mar)

HI-FI WORLD

1/4
track, Dolby NR, little use
from

REVOX A77 Mk4

new, pristine
condition, NAB adaptors
including 8 x 10” pro
grade NAB tapes, plus
other tapes, some new
and unused, boxed £450
Tel: 01492 878 107 (Mar(l)

MARANTZ CD [0 Player,
remote, instructions,
original box and packing,
cost £1250 sell £650 ono.
Chord ‘Red’ interconnect
(Im length) cost £180 sell
£100. Sugden speaker
cable (4 x 5m) cost £170
sell £90. Tel: 0131 228

9501 (Mar(l)

EQUIPMENT TABLES.
Roksan Table, 5 shelves
£125 ono. Hi-Fi News
Wall Nut Il wall mounting
table, 2 shelves £30 ono.
Tel: Mike 0032 2 512 0952
evenings. (Belgium - but
tables in North London)
(Mar(l)

POWER AMPLIFIERS. 2
Off unbuilt World Audio
K5881 MKkl kits £275 each
or £525 the pair. Pair AVI
$2000 MM mononblocks
£675 ono. Tel: Mike 0032
2 512 0952 evenings.
(Belgium - but equipment
in North London) (Mar(l)

REGA PLANET CD player
£250, Rega Elicit amp
£350, Rega XEL speakers
£400, Roksan Xerxes,
RB300, Elys with Torlyte
three-legged table £290.
All in excellent condition.
Sale owing to job abroad.
Tel/Fax 01234 309 970
(Mar(l)

PRIVATE

AUDIOLAB 8000S £450,
Aura VAIOQ00 [l £100,
Mission 734 £150. All mint
condition, boxed, with
instructions. Also Linn
Akito with arm board
£100. Valhalla PSU £50.
Tel: 01444 410 445 (West
Sussex) (Mar(l)

ORACLE DELPHI Mk3
turntable, with Ittock tone
arm. Mint condition. Just
serviced £695. Sorry no
offers at this price. Buyer
collects. Tel: Mike 01884
32465 (Devon) (Mar(l)

NAKAMICHI CR-7E
Cassette deck, unique rare
machine. Auto record
calibration and tape type
selector, playback azimuth
adjustment, auto fade,
remote control and much
more, mint condition
£1250 ovno. Tel: 0171 286
9531 NW)

(Mar(1)

(London

FOR SALE: Technics SL-
1000 Mk2 turntable with
Technics plinth (original
heavy version).
Modifications include high
grade regulators, Cerafine
and Nichicon PSU caps.
Comes with SME and
Technics  armboards.
Superb sound, £650.
Wanted: Sony TA-N 88B
power amp and Technics
SST-1 speakers. Also
Musical Fidelity P140,
P150 or P170 power amps
and Teac VRDS-7 SE CD
player. Tel: Jon 0181 992
8952 eves & w/ends

(Mar(l)

INTERNET
OFFER SEE
PAGE 146 FOR
DETAILS
o 4 2 W

BOSE SPATIAL Control
tuner amp + 901 Series IV
speakers and stands (black
finish) £500. Pioneer PL-
L1000 linear motor arm
turntable + Shure VI5
Type IV cartridge £100. All
with documents. Tel:
01823 327 008 (Mar(l)

FOR SALE: Roksan
Xerxes with Artemis arm.
black with XPS power
supply £550. Tel: 0181 452

1452 eves after 7pm
(Mar(1)
CHORD SPM 800,

excellent £900. Garrard
401 vge £100. Quad 303
and FM3 £90. Tel: 01642
822 066 (Mar(l)

EPOS ESII speakers,
boxed, black ash, Mission
stands, mint £199. Mission
780 SE speakers, black ash,
vge £99. Thorens TD
160B Mkll, SME Series I,
Goldring G 1012 £99.
NAD 533, Goldring
Electra £99. Tel: 01702
584 935 (Esssex) Mar(l)

AIWA 6900 c/deck £150.
Power/famp NAD 902 new
£150. Russian valve amp
new £500. Denon PMA
250 amplifier £80. Luxman
receiver £150. Tel: 01494
721 274 (Amersham,
Bucks) (Mar(l)

CASTLE HARLECH
speakers. Yew finish,
excellent condition, only
18 months old, boxed
£550. Quad ELS 57 (pair)
black, very late model,
refurbished, excellent
sound and condition £395.
Tel: 01978 780 580 (Mar(l)
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ORIGIN LIVE MODIFICATION FOR
THE REGA RB250 & RB300 ARM

If you are the proud owner of one of these two arms why not
turbocharge it into the league of super arms with the Origin
live structural modification:- £75 inc post & packing. Those
investing in this upgrade report that the transformation is
simply night and day. Rewiring with silver litz cable is also
offered at an additional £70.

“I have to say the Rega modifications turn the arm into a real
Giant killer. Gone is the rather grey, sterile sound of the
cooking Rega. Instead, tonal colour is fresh, dynamics have
great speed and impact, and the sound stage is huge.” HI Fl
WORLD SUPPLEMENT NOV 97 (structural modification
only to a RB250)

For arm modifications we normally return your arm in 2-3

days
CROSS SECTION OF ARM ENO
THALADED INSERT
ALLEN BOLY
- B
e —
REGA ARM TUBE l REMACEMENT REAR STUR

HIGH TENSKE THIN BOLY

COUNTERWEIGHT RIGID ATTACHMENT &Y BOLY ADJUSTMENT

OTHER GREAT PRODUCTS
BY ORIGIN LIVE:-

® LOUDSPEAKERS

@ HIGH END TURNTABLE

® LOUDSPEAKER CABLES
@ ISOLATION PLATFORMS

ORIGIN LIVE TURNTABLE KITS
Standard & Ultra

Now you can save money and build your own high
performance deck. The standard kit version is offered at £145,
and the ultra version at £249. Both decks come with a full set
of drawings and guidance instructions. The kit allows for your
creativity or there are optional parts that will enable you to
assemble a tried and tested design within 2-4 hours.

“this Vinyl font end had my jaw heading towards the floor
with the solidity and transparency of the music it was
m a k i n g ” . . .
“ the standard came up with crystal clear images set in a
broad sound stage”... “With all these goodies in place, the
standard would give turntables at the £1200-£1400 mark a
hard time.”
HI-FI WORLD SUPPLEMENT NOV 97

“is exceptionally easy to build and professional in both sound
quality and appearance”
HI Fl NEWS SUPPLEMENT NOV 97

For further information contact:-
Origin Live, 87 Chessel Crescent, Bitterne,
Southampton, SO19 4BT
Tel: 01703 578877 / 442183 Fax: 01703 398905
e mail: origin.live @virgin.net

web site:http:/freespace.virgin.net/origin.live/index.html

Distributor's New Year Clearance
Minimum of 25% off distributor's dem stock.

Jeff Rowland

BPS1 battery power supply for Synergy pre-amp, list £3399, only £2350.
Model 2 stereo power amp 75 wpc (8 ohms), list £4999, only £3450.
Genesis

Model 400 in superb rosewood, Arnie Nudell designed, metal coned
bass and mid-range units, dipole ribbon tweeter, list £3999, only £2350.
Primare

301 fully balanced amplifier, 80 wpc (8 ohms), list £1699, only £1150.
302 20 bit CD player, balanced outputs, list £1799, only £1250.
Micromega

Solo top loading one box player, latest model, list £2750, only £1895.
Data/Dialog transport and dac, latest model, list £4250, only £2950.
Micromega Stage players, latest spec, Stage 4 only £395, Stage 5 only

| 5495, Stage 6 only §649, Dac2 digital converter only $450.

Minium 60 wpc amplifier only £259, Minium FM tuner only £199.

Revox

B780 FM tuner/amplifier, matches classic B77 tape machine, 70 wpc.
Secondhand but with all boxes and manuals, only £349.

Magnum Dynalab

| FT101A FM analogue tuner in black, current spec, superbly musical.

Secondhand in near mint condition, but nio packing, so only $495.

For more details on the above items and many other
bargains ask for our full clearance list.

The Musical Design Company
Thornwood Common, Epping, CM16 6LJ.

01992 573030

w MARCH 1998
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Hefordshire/North London

AUDIO/REGORD-FAHl

Sunday MARCH 15th 1998
11:00 TO 4:00

NEXT TO GRUNDY PARK
LEISURE CENTRE
Wolsley Hall
Cheshunt
(M25 Junction 25 A10)
FREE PARKING

(5 mins from Cheshunt Statiogy.
TABLES £20
ADMISSION £2
i REFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE'

Always Wanted:
Vintage And Modern Equipment
Records And CD's
Special Bring & Buy

For further information contact Steve at:
Silvernote « PO Box 158 ¢ Cheshunt « Herts ¢ EN7
G6UH o England
Tel/Fax 01992 620 905 Inter: 00 44 1992 620 905
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Hi-Fi World Classified Ads

VINTAGE
Buy-Sell-Wanted.
1930/90s. For Sale:
Decca Decola stereo
valve amp/pre. Decca
Beau PX4 monoblocks.
Decca Decola PX25/psu.
Pamphonic amps.
Lowther/ftuner.
Tannoys/Westrex etc.
Naim audio
equipment/Krells. Old
Days Vintage - Tel/Fax
0171 349 9675 or 0958
607 613 (Mar(l)

PROAC RESPONSE s
£699. Castle Chesters MklI
£499. DPA 200S preamp
(£499) £249. All above
new. Micromega T-Drive
and T-DAC (£2199) £1099
mint. B&W P5 cherry, mint.
Hi-fi Purchased. Objective
Audio 01279 426 647 or
0975 452 368 (Mar(l)

DELTEC 50S Pre-amp
with moving coil stage.

All boxed and
immaculate. Complete
with Deltec

interconnects £400. Tel:
01277 227 908 Evenings
only. (Mar(l)

HI-FI WORLD

ACTIVE CROSSOVERS
designed and built to
your exact requirements.
ACTIVE CROSSOVERS
for RUARK a speciality.
Testing/measuring service
available. Passive
crossovers & cabinet
work undertaken.
Contact IMMORTAL
COILS on 01480 497 730
(Mar(l)

NAGRA 4.2 £650. Revox
G36 2T £500. Revox B260
£750. Studer A710 £750.
EMT 950 £850. EMT 948
£650. Revox B77 £650.
SP10 MkIl £380. Studer B&7
VU £950. Studer C37
£2000. Revox B250 £700.
Tel: 01246 275 479. Mar(l)

PROAC STUDIO 150’
£950 (£1399 RRP) Tube
Technology Seer (PH) pre
and Unisis Pwr (30w)
£1400 for pair (£2900
RRP). Harbeth Compact 7’s
£650 £1499 RRP) All ex-
demo and excellent
condition. Tel: 01664 823
282 after 5pm (Mar(l)

NAIM/LINN/MANA
BUY/SELL ALL
ITEMS
e.g. 52, CDS, SCAP,
SNAXO, HICAP, NAXO,
135, 250, SBL, IBL, 180,
140, 72, 32, MANA etc
TEL: BOB 01382 819 732
(Dec)

TRADE ADVERTISERS

KLYNE 6LE Line preamp,
I3 months old, very little
use. Just about burned in.
Top review in Hi-Fi
choice. Mint condition
(£2000) £1250 ono. Can
dem. Tel: 0181 386 3746
(Mar(1)

BUY-SELL-EXCHANGE.
Vintage wireless and
classical audio. Repairs,
spares, restoration,
modification to all valve
equipment. Quad I, Leaks
etc. Visit us for collectable
audio gifts. 17 Bell Street,
NWI SBY. Tel: 0171 258
3448 Fax 0171 258 3449 (
Mar)

QUAD 77 Pre-amp, CD,
remote £995. Meridian
602 £595. Voyd Valdi,
Helius Aureus £450. Naim
125/160 £395. Helios
Chameleon |oudspeakers
£250. Levinson 27 £1995.
Chord [200B £1995.
Horsham Hi-Fi 01403 251
587 (Mar(l)

CD COPPER ROOF.
As essential as the
isolation platform: cuts RF
Interference and casing
vibration. From £20. Also
copper clip shields,
cladding etc. See Specialist
Hi-Fi Dealers advert.
Kopperae 0797 0654 356

(Apr()

DETAILS
o 4 2N

HALCYON

SYSTEMS
Class A Mono-Bloc
Amplifier 60 watt £495 ea.
Passive Pre-Amplifier £299
ea. Two Way Horn Loaded
Loudspeaker, Horn
Loaded A.B.R. System Bi-
Wireable £599 pair.
Necromancer Two Way
Ported Loudspeaker With
Ribbon Tweeter Bi-
Wireable £899 pair.
Tel/Fax 01903 716 209

(Apr)

EMT 950 £900. Studer
B67 £800. EMT 948 £650.
Technics SP10 Mkll £360.
Studer A710 £650. Revox
PR99 £600. Studer A60
VU £600. Uher 4000
£300. Tel: 01246 235 024
(Mar(l)

WANTED - EARLY HI-FI
LOUDSPEAKERS
Tannoy, Lowther,

Parmeko, Voigt, Vitavox,

RCA WE etc
TURNTABLES
Garrard, BBC301, EMT
SME, Ortofon, Decca, etc.
VALVE AMPLIFIERS
AEl, EMI, Leak, Rogers,
PYE- Quad, WE etc
AUDIO VALVES
DA30, KTé6, KT88,
PX4,PX25,
PP3/350,'WE300
CLEAR CRYSTAL
SYSTEMS
John Petrie-Baker
Tel: 0171 328 9275

S

)

U
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HI-FI WORLD CLASSIFIED ADS ORDER FORM

Dealers must not advertise in the Private Classified section. Monthly consecutive insertions
will be considered Trade advertising. The Publisher reserves the right to judge submissions

=
:I Hi-Fi WORLD CLASSIFIED ADS ORDER FORM
|| Please type or write your 'sement copy in block capitals. Use a separate sheet of paper and return with this completed form.
1
1
i SPECIAL OFFER FOR FEBRUARY Name = = o - . =
j 1998 ONLY. BOOK A PRIVATE OR
1 TRADE CLASSIFIED AD. AND GET Address _ _ - = & _

ONE MONTH’S FREE INTERNET AD.

OFFER ENDS FEBRUARY 28th 1998 - _

RATES Post Code Daytime Tel. No_

Maximum length per advert is 30 words, each
additional word is 50p extra. Telephone and
model numbers are treated as one word.

| enclose cheque/postal order for £

Please debit my VISA/MASTERCARD card No. Expiry Date
MAGAZINE & INTERNET

Private - Free Internet £10.00 per month

ivate, B . .
Private, Boxed - Free Internet £15.00 per month W For office use only
Trade - Free Internet £10.00 per month : Ref  Marss
Trade, Boxed - Free Internet  £15.00 per month
Send this form t%ether with your ent to:
PLEASE TICK HERE IF YOU DO NOT WANT | [ Hi-Fi World Classified Ads udio Publlshmg Ltd,,

64 Castellain Road, London W9 I
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The TEAC VRDS Range
The One System You Can't Beat! |

Everybody is aware of the huge success of the VRDS range of integrated CD Players
and Transports. Now the VRDS players are complemented by a range of components
which share the same outstanding build, engineering and sonic qualities

Everyone knows that the VRDS mechanism is the best CD transport in the world -
Now there’s no need to compromise with the rest of your system!

VRDS T-1 CD TRANSPORT

With the acclaimed VRDS
mechanism, Highly rigid chassis
and remote control - the TEAC
ethos of sonic performance, build
quality and ease of use are
typified in the T-1

D-T1 D/A CONVERTER

The matching DAC for the T-1
uses Bitstream Conversicn* in
dual differential operation, a
copper chassis to minimise RF
interference and offers 4 digital
inputs

V-SOSOS Cassette Deck

The latest example of TEAC's »
expertise in tape engineering
features a 3-Head Dual -Capstan
drive transport, Dolby S Noise
Reduction and separate Bias and
Level controls - proof indeed that
the cassette is still a viable source
Aiso available iis the V-6030S

A-BX10 INTEGRATED
AMPLIFIER

An Audiophile amplifier which
gives superb dynamic power and
performance. Featuring a
balanced stereo input and a fully
balanced circuit configuration, the
A-BX10 offers 10C Watts per
channel and an optional phono |
board for MM and MC cartridges

TE AQC 5 Marin House, The Croxley Centre, ‘Waﬁo‘fﬁ',' en

WD18YA . TEL: 0192

19630 FAX:

01923 236390 4
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Cyrus DADS
Cyrus Stralgﬁt Line
- . Mission 750 LE

"Frankly, this cne makes some of its [
minimalist competition look overpriced." Y W % % *

What Hi-Fi? April 1397 p—

750 LE v N

"Perfectly adarted to their task, they/deluver
an extremely fine sound for very reasonable money" Y Y W Y W /®

What Hi-Fi? September 1997 ., ‘, \

: For your nearest dealer please call:
Mission Group, Huntingdon, PE18 6ED, England.
Tel: 01480 451777 Fax: 01480 432777 email: info@mission.co.uk http://www.mission.co.uk

.






