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Call 01753 680868 or visit your local hi-fi specialist and hear the new Precision range of speakers for yourself 



This Month's World 

As you can see with this 
issue, Hi-Fi World has 
taken on a new, fresher 

look. We've also added a new 
member to the HFW team, 
Editorial Assistant Andrew 
Harrison. What hasn't changed 
is our mission to bring you 
informative reviews on the best 
of today's components, solutions 
to your letter and e-mail system 
problems and affordable DIY 
designs. 

Proudly displayed on this 
month's front cover is Sony's 
flagship MDS-JA5OES MiniDisc 
player. As Dominic Todd 
discovered, £1300 of audiophile 
components and superb 
mechanical engineering are two 
very strong arguments in favour 
of the smallest of hi-fi's three disc 
formats. 

Most hi-fi manufacturers 
don't believe that resistors and 
capacitors specifically designed 
for audio use have anything to 
offer sonically over industrial-
grade alternatives. As our 
experience with a wide range of 
audiophile goodies has taught us 

cfo 

though, that's rarely true. It's 
refreshing to see companies as 
large as Sony, and Technics too 
for that matter, selecting parts on 
sonic grounds as much as cost. 

Another part of the appeal of 
this machine, or of any MD 
player, is the dinky disc itself. 
We share our love of the 
miniature with the Japanese, who 
took more quickly to MD than 
any other country (not 
surprising really, given the fact 
that it's MiniDisc's birthplace 
and the Compact Cassette never 
succeeded there.) 

According to sources in the 
retail trade, thanks to the above 

HOW WE TEST THE PRODUCTS 

• Hi-Fi World has its own 
advanced test laboratory and 

acoustically treated listening 
room. No other hi-fi magazine 
has the benefit of such facilities. 

• Hi-Fi World has a dedicated 
in-house team of experienced 
listeners, and uses selected 
freelance professionals. We review thoroughly by extensive 
auditioning, rather than by quick-fire group listening tests. 

• Hi-Fi World's engineering team designs a wide range of 
products in-house. No other hi-fi magazine is so expert and 
dedicated. 

and sound quality that makes 
cassette sound like the 35-year-
old technology that it is, 
MiniDisc is finally getting into 
its stride judging from the way 
recorders are selling like 
hot cakes. Portable and domestic 
varieties are flourishing - I know 
many of my friends have 
converted to the MD faith from 
the growing numbers of 
MiniDiscmans they now travel 
with. 
As with any format, there's 

normally a kind of technological 
gestation period during which 
labcoats the world over learn 
how to squeeze the best out of 
their new protegee. MD's already 
been around for five years so you 
might think the tweaking was 
over and MiniDisc was mature. 
A quick look at CD's history will 
tell you that 15 years is closer to 
how long improvements can be 
in coming though. 
MiniDisc sounds impressive 

already, who knows how good it 
might be when it celebrates its 
10th anniversary? I for one look 
forward to finding out. 

WORLD VERDICT 

000 0 

OUTSTANDING - Superb 
sound, something we'd use 
ourselves. 

00e 

GOOD - Has strong merit. 
Well worth an audition. 

ADEQUATE - Mediocre in 
several areas. May be worth 
auditioning. 

POOR - Seriously flawed. 
Not worth considering. 
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Trade Winds 

NEW NAIM ON THE BLOCK 

Naim Audio have announced the imminent launch 

of a new Compact Disc player to feature HDCD 

decoding and filtering. The CDX will cost £2200 

and be available from February. 

Spinning the disc into motion is a VAM 1205 

mechanism, a higher-spec variant from Philips' 

CDM12 range of transports with its Hall-effect drive 

motor. Transport functions are under the charge of a 

Philips SAA7376 servo controller, but Naim have 

taken the unusual steps of writing their own 

software code to maximise performance at this 

crucial stage of the information retrieval process. 

A Pacific Microsonics PMD-100 filter chip works 

with the two separate 20-bit Burr-Brown PCM 

1702-K Digital-to-Analogue convertors. 

Although the CDX is a single-box stand-alone player, 

Naim are planning a high-performance out-board power 

supply. This box of tricks, the XPS, can also power a new 

top-of-the-range player called the CDS, due later this year. 

ON AN AUDIOVECTOR 
We last caught sight of this company in the shape of the 

Audiovector 6 reviewed back in June 1995. Now the M 

Series has arrived. 

KOPPERAE II 
Unfortunately, gremlins crept into the works of last month's 

Trade Winds section and meddled with Kopperae's 

Naim Audio 

Southampton Road, 

Salisbury, 

Wilts. SP1 2LN 

Tel: 01722 332266 

There are two basic M types, one a floor stander and the 

other a stand mounter. What marks these transducers apart 

is the fact that they can be upgraded. The bookshelf-style 

M1 is a two-way that retails for £759 a pair and can be 

readily upgraded to the M1 Super (at f 999/pr) or M1 

Signature (£ 1449/pr) by using Audiovector-supplied drive 

units and crossover components. To reduce cabinet 

coloration in the up-rated versions, there is an additional 

front baffle. 

If floor standers oil your cogs, then it might be worth 

checking out the M2 at £ 1399. M3 at £ 1899 or even the 

M3 Signature for £2499. They all use the same 7in. driver 

as the M1 but doubled up, so that one unit handles 

midrange and bass while the other deals solely with bass. 

All the Mis feature bi-wireable crossovers while the 

M2s and M3s can be tri-wired. 

Glaive 

Wren Industrial Estate, 

Coldred Road, 

Maidstone, 

Kent ME15 9XN 

Tel: 01622 664070 

telephone number. 

It should have read 07970 654356. 
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The TEAC VRDS Range 
The One System You Can't Beat! 

Everybody is aware of the huge success of the VRDS range of integrated CD Players 
and Transports. Now the VRDS players are complemented by a range of components 

which share the same outstanding build, engineering and sonic qualities 

Everyone knows that the VRDS mechanism is the best CD transport in the world - 
Now there's no need to compromise with the rest of your system! 

TEA* 

.eval 
t-c1•1 

02. 

VRDS T-1 CD TRANSPORT 

With the acclaimed VRDS 
mechanisnn, Highly rigid chassis 

and remote control - the TEAC 
ethos of sonic performance, build 
quality and ease of use are 
typified in the T-1 

D-T1 D/A CONVERTER 

The match ng DAC for the T-1 

uses Bitslream Conversion* in 
dual differential operation, a 
copper chassis to minimise RF 
interference and offers 4 digital 
inputs 

V-8030S Cassette Deck 

The latest example of TEAC's 
expertise in tape engineering 
features a 3-Head Dual -Capstan 
drive transport, Dolby S Noise 

Reduction and separate Bias and 
Level contols - proof indeed that 
the cassette is still a viable source. 
Also available is the V-6030S 

A-BX10 INTEGRATED 
AMPLIFIER 

An Audiophile amplifier which 
gives superb dynamic power and 
performance. Featuring a 

balanced stereo input and a fully 
balancec circuit configuration, the 
A-BX10 otters 100 Watts per 
channel and an optional phono 
board for MM and MC cartridges 

5 Marlin House, The Croxley Centre, at or 

WD1 8YA TEL: 01923 819630 FAX: 0192 2 

• • dtstream Conversion 
is a trademark of the 
Philips Corporation. 



Trade Winds 

THREE FROM ACOUSTIC ENERGY 

Lovers of those two well-known vowels will wobble at the 

prospect of AE's new 500 series floor standing range. 

Developed from the AE1 and AE2 Reference stand 

mounters, the three 500 models all sport silk-dome 

tweeters and AE-designed 130mm metal-cone bass and 

UNDERSTANDABLY STYLISH 

A new company to join the throng of hi-fi stand producers 

is Understand Supports. A Yorkshire-based concern, they 

have put together the Xwing range of stands for 

components and loudspeakers. 

Leading the range is the five-tiered Xwing DS175, a 

decoupled combination of white Italian marble, machined 

aluminium pillars and Oak-veneered MDF sub-shelves. 

Once the basic physical configuration has been decided, 

options include 10 different anodised colours for the legs, 

wooden sub-shelves in a range of paints and stains, and an 

array of exotic marbles, granites and slate in place of the 

RIP SYSTEMDEK? 

The well-known turntable manufacturer Systemdek have 

stopped production of their turntables. We can now reveal 

that the latest Systemdek IIX turntables will live on with the 

help of Audionote (UK). They have bought up the design 

rights and tooling for the decks. Anyone needing spares or 

service for the IIX can contact Audionote. 

SURREAL SNAKE 
Danish-made Dali loudspeakers have been joined by a 

new cable to really get the electrons flowing. 'Viper' is 

wrought from Oxygen-Free Copper and covered in 

polythene insulation. Audiophiles will need to dig out £4 

for every mono metre between 'amp and 'speaker, or 

midrange drivers. 

The first to grace the shops will be the middle-man 

AE509, a sensitive three-way design using a pair of those 

metal drivers in each cabinet. The other two models are the 

two-way AE505 and three-way (with extra bass driver) 

AE520. Prices for the 505, 509 and 520 are £750, £895 

and £1195 respectively. 

The 18mm MDF cabinets come in a choice of three Ash 

veneers (black, Antique and Georgian), are mass loaded 

and include a die-cast alloy plinth to support the rear-

ported enclosures. For protection against microphony the 

crossover unit is fully encapsulated inside its own box 

within the cabinet. 

All three 500s have an impedance of six ohms to eight 

ohms, a power handling of 200watts and a high efficiency 

around the 90dB mark 

Acoustic Energy 

16 Bridge Road, 

Cirencester, 

Glos. 

GL7 1NJ 

Tel: 01285 654432 

normal stone. 

Prices start at 

£149.99 for a 

three-tier Xwing, 

with the five-tier at 

£199.99. 

Understand Supports 

42 Barley Rise, 

York YO3 5AA 

Tel: 01904 490184 

Audionote (UK) 

125-127 Davigdor Road, 

Hove, 

East Sussex 

BN3 1SG 

Tel: 01273 220511 

double that if they're switched on 

to stereophonic reproduction. 

Audioclub 

Tel: 01296 82017 
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It was 20 years ago today.... 

In November '77, the design team of Bob Stuart and Allen Boothroyd launched 

their first Meridian product, an active loudspeaker of course! 

Since then, Meridian Audio has continued to pioneer advanced audio design 

in products such as the first high end CD player, the first CD transport, 

the first DSP domestic loudspeaker, the first digital home theatre 

and now, high end DVD. 

Safeguard your investment, trust Meridian - the real leaders in audio and video 

BC)CDTHROYE) STUA.R 1 

/MERIDIAN 
Meridian Audio Limited 

Stonehill, Stukeley Meadows, Huntingdon, PE18 6ED 

Tel (0) 1480 434334 Fax (0) 1480 432948 

http://www.meridian-audio.com 



Trade Winds 

GOING DOTTY 
Protection against theft is an important consideration for 

any enthusiast with a major investment in their hi-fi 

hardware. Aside from the obvious considerations of home 

security (locking the front door and removing from the 

garden those "I've got shed-loads of pukka kit in here" 

QED BFA 
The well-loved 4mm banana plug at the end of millions of 

'speaker cables is moving higher up the list of endangered 

hi-fi. It is being phased out by Brussels' civil servants, 

worried about the potential for electrocution. 

Several British manufacturers are coming to terms with 

Mr Banana's passing by fitting re-designed connection 

posts to their amplifiers and loudspeakers. One such type 

of termination is the BFA so-called 'reverse 4mm' type 

which more and more manufacturers are adopting. Now 

QED are producing their Airloc plug, billed as, "the 

ultimate BFA connector". These are crimped on 

by a hydraulic tool that squeezes the plug with 36tonnes 

SUPER CD 
We pit standard CD at a sampling rate 

of 44.1kHz against the potential DVD 

Audio candidate at 96kHz and ultra-

fast 192kHz to find out what digital 

dreams are made of. 

CASTLE SEVERN II 
LOUDSPEAKER 
More than just a cosmetic face-lift has 

gone into Castle's revised floor 

standing Severn ll loudspeakers. Will 

the new carbon-fibre mid/bass driver 

signs), there is marking your property invisibly and 

indelibly. 

Ultra-violet pens are one tried and tested method but 

can be detected and removed by anyone with a UV light. 

Step up Alpha.Dot, a new system which uses tiny 

microdots imprinted with the owner's unique Personal 

Identification Number. A database of owners' details 

alongside their PIN is available to police if the stolen 

property is recovered. 

The dots are suspended in a clear adhesive lacquer, 

which is applied to the cherished item in various places. 

When the dots are subsequently discovered, they can 

provide substantial proof of ownership to the authorities. A 

dot-laden bottle of this lacquer will cost £24.95. 

Alpha Scientific 

2 Stroud Wood Business Centre, 

St. Albans, 

Herts. AL2 2YY 

Tel: 01727 875959 

of pressure. The joint is therefore airtight, say QED, and 

possesses excellent mechanical and electrical integrity. 

Due to the investment in the Airloc tools, these plugs will 

need to be fitted by QED or a suitably-equipped dealer. 

QED 

Ridgeway Close, 

Lightwater, 

Surrey GU18 5X11 

Tel: 01276 451166 

IN NEXT MONTH'S ISSUE 

reinforce the fine reputation of this 

transducer? 

UNISON RESEARCH 
SMART 300B 
With the help of a Chinese super-300B 

and its anode UR have created a pair 

of 25watt 300B monoblocs. We see 

how smart they've been. 

SONNETEER SEDLEY 
PHONO STAGE 
This long-awaited £400 MM/MC 

phono stage steps up to join 

Sonneteer's line-up. With stiff 

competition amongst turntable 

components, we find out if it can stand 

out from the crowd. 

POWER TO THE LP12 
We investigate four power supply units 

that get the LP12 up to speed. Is the 

Linn Lingo still the benchmark for 

Sondek excellence, or have the stalking 

horses overtaken it? Avondale, 

Manticore and Naim fight it out. 
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Grout] Test 

» !wq7E 
AND 

JNOUER, 

Ketan Bharadia and Jon Marks 
enter the pre and power amplifier 
arena to judge five £650-£1500 

contenders from Audio Analogue, 

Crimson Electric, Linn, Technics 
and Audiolab. 

W
hen the integrated amp that has long 
served you and the rest of your system 

faithfully nears the time when it will be 

put out to pasture, where do you go for 

an upgrade? The alternatives break down simply into 

one-box or two-box solutions. 

If space is at a premium, you can travel the path less 

frequently trod and invest in an expensive integrated 

amp like Sonneteer's excellent £900 Alabaster (reviewed 

in October 1997). If your rack isn't cramped and you 

prefer to have more room for upgrading, then a 

pre/power combination is the answer. 

Separating delicate pre and hardier power amp 

circuitry yields a number of benefits. Foremost is the 

individual supplies that now feed the two sections. The 

output stages of power amps draw a lot of current from 

the mains transformers in integrateds and this affects the 

purity of the DC going to the pre-amp and hence its 

sound quality. With its own dedicated transformer, a 

stand-alone pre-amp almost always has a more open, 

detailed and smoother character than that sharing case 

space with power transistors. 

Flexibility also follows from doubling your 

component count. While some better integrateds have 

Pre-Amp Out/Power Amp In sockets for bi-amping, not 

all do. If you like a manufacturer's pre but not their 

power, you can mix and match to get exactly the sonic 

flavour you want as well. Finally, swapping 

interconnects to season the sound is also eminently 

practical with combos rather than solos. 

A large chunk of the letters we receive on system 

upgrading revolve around where to go from a £400-£600 

integrated. So we've assembled a group of five 

pre/power competitors whose prices stretch from £650-
£1500. 

Cheapest are Technics' SU-C1000Mk11 battery-

powered pre-amp and partnering SE-Al000Mk11 power. 
Then come Crimson Electric's new CS610C/CS620C pre 

and power at £875 the pair. Stepping just £50 over the 

£1000 line are the Bellini and Donizetti from Audio 

Analogue of Italy, whose Puccini SE has made a name 

for itself amongst integrateds. At £1430 are Audiolab's 

stalwart 8000C pre and new 8000PX power, while a 

mere £ 120 higher we find Linn's Wakonda and LK100. 

Take heart o ye who worship the LP, for all the pre-

amps here support your favourite format with Moving 

Magnet and Moving Coil phono stages. All that remains 

is to read on and discover the prime pre and power. 
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Group Test 

THE TECHNOLOGY 
Internally these amplifiers are solidly constructed and 
have neatly-laid out circuit boards. The Bellini 

pre-amplifier is Direct Coupled ( ie, there are no 
capacitors in the signal path) and has no fewer than three 

Alema 50VA toroidal transformers. Two of these feed left 

and right channels while the third powers other functions 

such as standby operation and the protection circuits - 

quite an extravagance at this price. 

The reservoir caps in both channels are custom-made 

by Kendell and total 18800uF. High-grade local 

decoupling caps come from Wima and Daewoo (yep, the 
car/ship building company). Volume adjustment is 

accomplished by the popular Alps Blue pot, leaving some 

snazzy looking Palazzo switches to take care of input and 

record selection. The phono stage can be configured for 
MC and MM cartridges by moving a pair of internal 

jumpers to set the gain of its selected NE5532 op amps. 
The Donizetti power amp is another transformer feast, 

stuffed with three toroidals put to the same uses as those 

in the Bellini. In this case though, the rating is 200VA 

and the manufacturer PMM-Torex. Once again 
smoothing capacitors are by Kendell and run to 30000uF 

per channel. 

SOUND QUALITY 
This Audio Analogue combination faces competition on 
two fronts - from rival manufacturers and from within its 

own range. As regular readers will know, we've been 

using the Puccini SE from AA as a reference sub-£1000 

integrated for many a month and nothing has managed 
to knock it off its perch thus far. This closely related 
pre/power combination comes in at just over the magic 

£1000 figure and has to be significantly better to justify 
its existence. 

A preliminary listen while these amps were still 

running-in proved disappointing, not because the 

Bellini/Donizetti sounded technically bad but because 
the Puccini SE was more enjoyable to listen to. Yes, the 

Bellini and Donizetti were detailed and transparent but 

what they lacked was rhythm and funkiness. 

Calls to the distributor UKD followed but the only 

advice forthcoming was to let the amps run in for longer, 

at least 100hrs with music flowing through them. After 

almost a week of non-stop 'speaker driving we were 

beginning to get worried. Then, almost overnight, things 

gelled and the AAs hit their stride. 

In many ways the sound of the Donizetti and Bellini is 
as understated and elegant as their looks. It has bags of 

detail but this isn't thrust forward in an attempt to 

impress. Instead, it highlights the musicians' technique 

and expression, as a CD of Clannad in Concert proved. 

Though I didn't understand a word of what was being 

sung since it was in Gaelic, the beautiful acapella of 

'Mhaire Bruineall' seduced me with those pure, sweet 

harmonies that Clannad are famous for. 

The group's voices maintained their own identities 

and were rich in texture and natural warmth. All the hi-fi 
aspects of the sound such as tonal colour, sound staging 
and dynamics were in place but it was only the music 

that I noticed. 

Bellini 

Donizetti 

£475 

AUDIO ANALOGUE 

BELLINI PRE 

AND 

DONIZET'TI POWER 

These Italians didn't stop at detail and subtlety - they 

can get down and shake their 'thang' with the best as the 

Serialement Votre CD amply demonstrated. This album 

contains the cheesiest of theme tunes from famous '70s 
television series re-mixed in a '90s clubland stylee. Here 

the Audio Analogues thumped out heavyweight beats 
and reproduced rhythm with great dexterity. There's not 

much place for finesse in music like this but even here 

the Bellini and Donizetti managed to produce a cohesive, 

involving performance. 
Another string to the pre-amp's bow is a very fine 

phono stage to suit Moving Magnet and Moving Coil 

cartridges. Plugging in Wilson Benesch's Full Circle 

turntable/arm/cartridge threesome, I was greeted by a 
substantial, full-bodied sound that lost very little to the 

line stages as regards transparency. Variations in musical 

style didn't matter - I played everything from Chopin to 
Lou Reed and wasn't disappointed by anything I heard. 

If you seek a pre and power duo that invariably make 
music big, bold and exciting, look elsewhere. If you 
prefer electronics that replay music as the engineer heard 

it, have a listen here. For the Bellini and Donizetti don't 
'improve' music, they only reproduce it. 

Audio Analogue 

U.K.D. 

23 Richings Way, 

lyer, 

Bucks. Sb O 9DA 

Tel: 01753 652669 

£575 
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X1OD Class A 
Tube Line Stage 

X CANS Class A 
Tube Headphone Amplifier 

X DAC New Technology 

HDCD DAC 

The alphabet according to 
Musical Fidelity. 

MUSICAL FIDELITY  

When music matters most 

gramlueff4 : 

XLP Low Noise 
MC/MM Phone Stage 

4 
X PRE Class A 

Tube Preamplifier 

X PSU Add on Power Supply 
for all X Series 

X TONE 
High Quality Tone Control 

FOR DETAILS OF 
A DEALER NEAR YOU, 

CONTACT MUSICAL FIDELITY LIMITED, 

15-17 OLYMPIC TRADING ESTATE, 

FULTON ROAD, WEMBLEY, MIDDLESEX HA9 OTF. 
TELEPHONE 0181 900 2866. 



Group Test 

THE TECHNOLOGY 
Technics are certainly not averse to fitting specialist 

connponentry to their amps - under the bonnet of the 

pre-amp nestle a couple of Silmic 25V 100uF caps 

alongside a 35V 1000uF X-Pro and a 25V 100uF 

Pureism. 
If you choose mains operation there's a small R-core 

transformer to the left of the case leaving the centre to 

the rechargeable 9.6V 600mAh Nickel/Cadmium battery 

supply. 
Inputs include an MM/MC phono stage, three line 

levels and two tape loops in addition to two sets of 

outputs for bi-amping. There are even balance and 

defeatable tone controls. 
Making up the largest part of the power amp's 9.8kg 

mass is the mains transformer. This has been ' potted' in 

hard-setting resin to minimise mechanical noise. After 

the four high-power rectifier diodes comes a pair of 

Technics own Master Series Take Il reservoir caps (63V 
at 22000uF) with bamboo, claimed to reduce internal 

vibration for a cleaner sound. Finally, one large, grey, 

heatsink-mounted 'BC Power Module' per channel does 

all the hard work controlling loudspeaker cones. Making 

bi-amping with another non-Technics power amp of 
different sensitivity easy are the direct and variable 

inputs. 

SOUND QUALITY 
Since we last looked at Technics' SU-C1000 pre and 

SU-C1000 power amps back in February 1997, they 
have moved with the times and now finds themselves in 

Mk11 form. What hasn't changed is the drawer full of 

Nickel/Cadmium rechargeable batteries that slips into 
the fascia and the attention-grabbing, if not exactly 

minimalist, power meters on the front of the power amp. 

These flicked to the right in time to the dancey basslines 
of Olive's Extra Virgin album and kept pulling my eyes 

back to them.I can also see lovers of the gadget-

festooned going for the cooling fan on the back panel, 

even though that panel itself is about as rigid as 

cardboard (as we mentioned in the first review, build 

quality seems not to be too high on Technics' list of 

priorities). 
At least the sound was more solidly hewn on Extra 

Virgin - bass was beefy, midrange clear and treble well-
formed. Sound staging was good too for one of this 

group's cheaper contestants. Driving the Concert 8s 
(which the SE-Al 000Mk11 managed without breaking 

into a sweat and twirling its fan) the Technics even 

succeeded in digging up a sense of acoustic on this 

processed synthesiser music which has a higher silicon 
content than a roomful of 'glamour' models. 

The only areas where things started to get a bit saggy 

were the lower bass, which tends to the overabundant 

and loose, and a touch of hardness across the midrange 

and lower treble. A spell of interconnect swapping 

(Roksan HDC-01A, Kimber PBJ and DNM Reson) 
showed the Technics were colouring the sound rather 

than the cabling. Press the button marked Batt Operation 
though and things become perkier. 

Bass notes tightened and separated, giving the music 

SU-C1000Mk11 

SE-Al 000Mk11 

£299.95 

TECHNICS 

SU-C1000114k11 PRE 

more bounce and rhythm while midrange and treble lost 

their wrinkles and smoothed out. On more wholesomely 

natural recordings acoustics opened up and were joined 

by greater expression and involvement. 

An HDCD sampler disc (Vol2) from Reference 

Recordings spinning inside Pink Triangle's Litaural CD 
player provided proof of battery-power's superiority over 

the mains alternative. However, in spite of the NiCads 
there remained some smearing and grain on violins 

which could be tiring after an hour or two, as well as a 

certain tubbiness to the larger constituents of the string 
section. The original ' 1000 series pre and power fared 

better on these two points. 

It's pretty unlikely that audiophiles of the black-disc 

persuasion will buy the SU-C1000Mk11 to get the most 

from their record collections but the switchable MM/MC 

stage is actually quite good. In common with the line 

stages imaging could be more precise and front-to-back 

perspectives deeper but the music didn't sound as if it 

had had all the life leached from it, as is often the case 

with built-in phono stages. Just watch out for the lack of 
a warp filter that will get the mid/bass cones of ported 
loudspeakers straining, if your records are warped 

£349.95 

Technics 

Panasonic (UK) Ltd 

Panasonic House, 

Willoughby Road, 

Bracknell, 

Berks.RG12 4PF 

Tel: 01344 862444 
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Group Test 

THE TECHNOLOGY 
Crimson have decided not to depart from their traditional 

non-standard slim casework in the new pre and power. 

This means the two PCBs in the pre (one for the phono 

stage, which is user switchable between MM and MC, 

one for the line stages) are vertically mounted. All 

circuitry is discrete, the transistors standing alongside 

predominantly tantalum caps. The transformer is located 

in a wall-plug to keep hum low and feeds a small bridge 
rectifier and a pair of DNM's Slit-Foil reservoir caps (hefty 

10000uF 50V types). 
Within the cramped confines of the power amp the 

toroidal transformer is also vertically mounted and 
followed by another bridge rectifier and pair of 10000uF 

50V Slit-Foils. Where many amps these days have bi-

polar transistors in the driver stage and FET output 

devices the Crimson reverses this order. 
For your £800 spent on these two boxes (which aren't 

available separately), you get a free DNM Reson 
interconnect and mains lead as well as a five-pin-to-RCA 

adaptor for the DIN phono socket. There's an £800 trade-

in on DNM's own more expensive components when you 

choose to upgrade too. 

SOUND QUALITY 
From the Crimsons' sleek looks you might think each 

black box with its wrap-around sleeve of brushed 
aluminium is hiding a single glass slipper belonging to 

one Miss Cinderella, but no. Rather giving the game away 
as to their true purpose in life are the gold-plated RCA 

sockets (six pairs on the pre - three line inputs, one tape 
loop and the outputs to the power amp), the control 

knobs and the heatsink on the front of the power amp. 

Slipper boxes also lack 50watts of 'speaker-driving ability 

and don't come with a free DNM interconnect and mains 

lead. 
Linked to the Concert 8s the Crimsons proved there's 

little of the shoebox to their sound - music spread broad 

and deep between the 'speakers without doing so at the 
expense of focus. And where much footwear pinches in 
all the wrong places this pre and power never cramped 

the music flowing through them. 
DNM, who distribute the Crimson range, say the 

combo has been balanced to work best with their 

interconnects (we tried a variety of alternatives and none 
worked as well) and mains lead, and they've obviously 
managed to get the synergy spot-on. Considering its price, 

this little package has a sweet tonality, stage depth and 

dynamics that are a real turn-up for the books. Nowhere 

was this more apparent than with well-produced Classical 

recordings - several of the HDCD„variety had a storming 

impact and scale that gave them an adrenaline-rush 

excitement. All of which means the Crimsons offer more 
enjoyment to the audiophile than a whole cupboard full 

of mint Judy Garland slippers would to Imelda Marcos. 
With a well-mannered input the Crimsons produce a 

similarly well-mannered output. But what happens when 

the signal entering the pre-amp is just a tad rougher 

around the edges, like a bit of Black Grape, for instance? 
Would the essence of the music still be there? Oh yes! 

'Reverend Blake Grape' scorched along hotter and faster 

CRIMSON ELECTRIC 

CS610C PRE 

AND 

CS620C POWER 

CS610C and CS620C 

£875 

than Thrust 2 nearing the speed of sound. Basslines were 

as unwashed, dirty and grungey as the day they were laid 

down in the studio and, even though the production has a 
sand-paper smoothness to it, the Crimsons for all their 

clarity didn't make the tunes unlistenable. There's more 

to music than speed and pace, so it was time to see how 
this pre/power would deal with the meditative rather than 

the manic. 

With a mix of ethereal, down-tempo Pop (Maria 

McLachlan's Fumbling Towards Ecstasy) and Cesar 

Franck's Three Chorals the Crimsons' smoothness, tonal 
colour and dynamics scored again. The feeling of 

substance to the sound, whether it was to be found in 

cymbals or double-bass, gave the music convincing 

realism. 
Unfortunately, that DIN-to-phono adaptor wasn't 

supplied in time for the phono stage to make it into this 
review, so a home demo is the best option for black 
discers. If it's as unfailingly rhythmic and engaging as the 

line stages, I can see the Crimson pre and power winning 

themselves a lot of friends. 

Crimson 

Virtual Reality Audio 

Systems 

PO Box 383, 

Brentwood, 

Essex CM14 4GB 

Tel: 01277 227355 
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SIMPLY..In a class of their own 

Simply Two 

When Unison Research introduced the Simply Two and Simply Four, they set new standards. 
For sheer musical enjoyment. For impeccable style and build quality. And real value for money. 
Simply Two and Four gave you the magical single-ended valve sound, rich in grace, space and clarity. With enough 
power to drive all but the most difficult loudspeakers. No wondef the reviewers raved. Hi Fi News called the Simply 
Two "Simply Stunning". Hi Fi World gave the Simply Four top-star rating with the words "A classic". And today the 
Simply Two and Four are still leaders of their class, unmatched for musical enjoyment. 

Simply Four 

Simply 845 

Now, Unison Research have exceeded even their own high standards. Enter the Simply 845. With its supremely 
elegant styling it demands to be seen as well as heard. And the quality of construction is quite literally in a class of its 
own, leaving the competition far behind. 24 watts of pure single-ended triode power give enough driving ability for 
virtually any loudspeaker, whilst the sound it provides is everything you could wish for from a valve amplifier - natural, 
spacious and totally convincing. We believe the Simply 845 is one of the most enjoyable sounding integrated amplifiers 
money can buy*. If you're serious about listening to your music, you owe it to yourself to audition the Simply 845. 
We promise, you won't be disappointed. 

For more information and the name of your nearest Unison Research stockist contact: 

U.K.D. 
23 RICHINGS WAY 

IVER, SLO 9DA, BUCKS. ENGLAND 
TEL: 01753-652669 FAX: 01753-654531 
*Simply 845 costs £2,995. Simply Two £995. Simply Four P £ 1,555 



Group Test 

THE TECHNOLOGY 
The two members of this combination are built into the 

customary Linn midi-sized casings. Internally both are 
extremely well finished and make extensive use of 

surface-mount components. The Wakonda runs on 

Linn's slimline and modestly-christened ' Brilliant' 
switch-mode power supply which, apart from claims of 
improved sound quality, makes for a lighter, more 

compact component. 
Flexibility is another one of the aces that the pre-amp 

has up its sleeve with the ability to insert Linn's 'Sneaky' 

modules. At present you can add a Kudos tuner or Knekt 
multi-room options, and vinyl lovers are well looked 

after with an internally switchable MM/MC phono stage. 

The LK100 power amp tips the scales a fair way 
thanks to a chunky custom-made toroidal mains 

transformer. All the audio circuits sit on a neat PCB 

where, in addition to the standard surface-mount 

resistors and caps, you'll see surface-mount regulators 
and transistors as well. An internal heatsink keeps the 

unit cool and tidy. 

SOUND QUALITY 
At over f1500 the Wakonda/LK100 combination is the 
most expensive twin-box on test here and in terms of 

physical presentation the two certainly look promising. 

The pre-amp features a full-function remote control 
which can operate all of Linn's products, the 'Sneaky' 

modules already mentioned, as well as some lys and 
VCRs. Linn have tried to cover two bases with this 

pre/power pair, those of ' lifestyle' and serious hi-fi. It's a 
difficult balance to strike and many have failed in the 

past. 
Linn are known for placing special emphasis on tune-

playing ability in their hi-fi, so I started the 

Wakonda/LK100 off with some cool, easy Jazz in the 

form of ' Dooji Wooji' by Dick Hyman and the Swing 

All-Stars. 
This piece needs an amplifier which has the rarely 

cohabiting talents of precision and fluidity to sound its 

best. The Wakonda and LK100, connected with Linn's 

own cables as well as a selection of others, gave a 

smooth, confident sound on this track because all of the 
various musical elements were well under control. The 

track's boppy swing was clearly portrayed, but strangely 

the expected rhythmic precision was lacking, making the 

piece sound a little loose and lazy. What didn't help 

matters was the Linns' rather sluggish approach to 
transients, which rounded off leading edges and slowed 

the pace. 
None of the drawbacks above in themselves would 

pose a major problem. However, when taken together 

they cut quite a large slice out of the involvement from 

this Jazz piece. On the plus side, instruments were 

presented with a rare solidity and convincing presence, 
but for me these plus points didn't redress the aural 

balance. 

Next I moved on to some Folk music by Clannad. 

Here the Linns impressed with their grain-free 

presentation. Sonically, this has been accomplished not 

by rolling off the top end or boosting upper-bass warmth 

LINN WAKONDA PRE 

AND 

LK100 POWER 

1.111-A rt9 
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but by ensuring that there are no high-frequency nasties 
caused by the amplifier itself to spoil your enjoyment. 

Vocals and instruments stood out strongly against a 

velvet-quiet background, but the fine, intricate detailing 

that is normally clearly apparent with this recording was 

over-looked. Nuances such as the texturing of 

instruments and vocal inflections were veiled behind a 
faint haziness which robbed the music of some of its life 

and vitality. 
Trying out the Wakonda's phono stage with the 

Wilson Benesch Full Circle I got a surprise - not only was 

there none of the signal degradation that generally 
afflicts onboard equalisers, but LPs actually sounded 

better than line-level sources. Detail retrieval was 

noticeably better, as were transient speed, dynamics and 

sound staging. 

I have to say that I was rather disappointed by this 

combination. It's true that the Wakonda and LK100 are 
very well built and extremely versatile with their optional 

add-on modules and remote control. But in terms of 

sound quality at £1550 they have to be judged by the 

high standards set by others in this group, which they fail 

to meet. 

Wakonda £900 

LK100 £650 

Linn Products Ltd 

Floors Road, 

Waterfoot, 

Glasgow G76 OEP 

Tel: 0141 307 7777 
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Group Test 

AUDIOLAB 8000C PRE 

AND 

8000PX POWER 

THE TECHNOLOGY 
8000C £580 The 8000C pre-amp may be a long-running design but 

8000PX £850 it's been subject to continuous development over its 

lifetime. It takes its power from a 100VA Talema 
Audiolab transformer which is followed by a single Elna 10000uF 

Cambridge Systems reservoir capacitor. The audio circuits are mounted on 

Technology Ltd one, large Printed Circuit Board, the most obvious 
Spitfire Close, residents being the discrete transistors and Elna Starget 

Ermine Business Park, capacitors. 

Huntingdon, The 8000C boasts a phono stage which is Moving 

Cambs.PE18 6XY Magnet/Moving Coil switchable by means of a button on 

Tel: 01480 415600 the back panel. Where many volume potentiometers 

come from Alps the Audiolab's is a unit made by Noble. 

There are two tape loops and two outputs so flexibility is 
not a problem, and, if you're worried about the effect of 

tone controls in the signal path, there is also a defeat 
switch. 

The 8000PX power amplifier is part of a new wave of 

Audiolab products, in this instance developed from the 

8000P. The claimed 100watts per channel is delivered 

from fully symmetrical circuitry either side of the 

centrally-mounted 330VA transformer. This and the four 
Elna 10000uF reservoir capacitors are almost completely 

covered by a metal shield thus reducing electromagnetic 
radiation. 

The audio stages are once again fully discrete, with 

only a solitary TL071 op amp on each channel forming 

part of the DC-servo circuit of this direct-coupled 
amplifier. 

SOUND QUALITY 
The words 'plentiful' and 'power' were the first to pass 
through my mind as the opening bars of The Firebird 
Suite by Stravinsky emerged from the 8000C/PX. The 

speed at which bass transients were handled left an 

impression on me, as did the control and tautness 

possessed by instruments such as timpani and cellos. 

Further up the frequency range it wasn't all good 
news, violins suffering from a slight shrill quality which 

wasn't helped by a brightish tonal balance. This didn't 

become too much of a problem in practice, but care 
would need to be taken with partnering equipment to 

make sure this isn't exacerbated. 
The Audiolabs continued to win me over with their 

rendition of orchestral crescendos where grip and speed 
were the priorities once more. The broad sound stage 
width that characterises many an Audiolab amp cast the 

sound well beyond the outside edges of the Jamo 

Concert 8s' cabinets but left depth looking a little short-
changed. More of a concern was the light bleaching of 

tonal colour which made instruments sound less realistic 
than they should have been. 

Suspecting a change of mood might be called for, I 

put on ' Needed Time', an Eric Bibb track. This is heart-
felt Blues at its best and the 8000C/PX made a good 

attempt at creating the right atmosphere. Eric's emotive 
vocals hung between the 'speakers alongside his 
acoustic guitar. 

The easy flow of this number was nicely caught but 
rhythmically it wasn't as precise as I would have liked. In 

fact, the general presentation had a hint of the artificial 
to it, aspects like detail and dynamics emphasised at the 

expense of the musical message. Rather than listening to 

what Eric was singing my attention was constantly drawn 

to the mechanics of the sound. I know that there are 
some out there who like this approach but it tends not to 

be the kind of sound that encourages a lot of long 
listening sessions. 

Giving the Litaural a rest I put the Wilson Benesch 

Full Circle turntable into action. Audiolab have always 
been recognised for very quiet, well-engineered phono 

stages and the one in the 8000C didn't let the side down. 

The fuller sound of the vinyl front end helped balance 
the Audiolabs' cool nature and gave an enjoyable 

performance of Lou Reed's Transformer album. Trying 
something a little rougher, I ploughed Skunk Anansie's 
groove. On their Stoosh LP the power of these amps had 

no problem creating the right mood - a wall of sound 

leapt from the loudspeakers with Skin attempting to 
scream her way out of hers. 

The 8000C/PX combination is for those who want a 

well-built pre/power which majors on detail and power. 

Their only weakness is that these qualities come ahead 
of musicality. 
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Group Test 

CONCLUSION 
It could be argued that the price differences between 
these five pre/powers would turn out to be a major 

disadvantage for the cheaper combinations on test. In 

reality things didn't quite work out that way though. 

So, in the finest tradition of beauty contests, we'll 

announce the results in reverse order. 

LINN-GERING 
Last place goes to the most expensive combination, 

the Linn Wakonda/LK100. This came as a surprise to 

us all, for these are very well-finished and neatly-

engineered components which are highly versatile 
and flexible in use. Unfortunately, in terms of 

musicality and involvement they came up short. 
Linn place tune-playing ability right at the heart of 

their sonic philosophy but this was precisely where 
these amps fell down. Rhythmically they were 

imprecise and transients lacked speed, leading to a 
rendition that failed to grab and keep your attention. 

A change of interconnects and loudspeaker cables 
brought no change for the better. If the add-on tuner 

and multi-room facilities appeal then the 

Wakonda/LK100 are worth a look, but judged on a 
purely musical basis they fall short. 

COMPETENT TECHNIQUE 
The next level on the podium is occupied by the 
cheapest contestant, the Technics. The battery-
powered SU-C1000 Mk11 pre and SE-Al 000 Mk11 

power were dropped in at the deep end here against 

some considerably more expensive competition and 
yet managed to survive with dignity. 

This combination offered the convenience of a 

full-function remote control with a powerful, spacious 

sound. If Technics could manage to engineer a tauter 

bass and get rid of that touch of midrange grain which 

has crept in with the move from MkI to MkII, this pair 

would represent excellent value. 

GIMME A 'C', A ' P' AND AN 'X' 
Halfway to the top spot we find the 8000C pre and 

8000PX power. With their bomb-proof casework 

these two are obviously built to last. The pre-amp, 
now fairly long in the tooth, is still sonically 

competitive and comes with balance and tone 

controls, which will swing the decision for some. 

These amplifiers have a strikingly dynamic 

presentation which is backed up by sledgehammer 

bass. Even in terms of subtleties such as detail 

retrieval and sound staging they do well, so why 

didn't they finish higher up the ratings? Well, they're 

quite clinical at times (especially on orchestral string 
sections) and in the process lose some of the music's 

vital ' tingle factor'. 
In this test two amplifiers stood out above the rest. 

Both have their own individual physical and aural 

styles but accomplish that most difficult of feats, 

music making. 

IT'S ELECTRIFYING 
The Crimson Electric CS610C pre and CS620C power 

are the most idiosyncratic designs in the group. Built 

into two black, rectangular cases, they're hardly the 

best looking pair here. Go beyond the aesthetic and 
things get better - much better. Sonically they have it 

all - dynamics, vivid tonal colour and rhythm which 

could almost get the dead grooving. 
Their f875 price tag makes them the second 

cheapest in the group, and bought as a package, 

includes interconnect and mains cable. And don't 
forget the generous trade-in offer should you decide 
to upgrade to DNM's own amps. 

ARTFUL AUDIOPHILES 
The contrast with the other winner couldn't be 

greater. The Audio Analogue Bellini and Donizetti 
are as smart and stylish as an Armani suit. Their 

construction inside and out shows the almost 
obsessive lengths Audio Analogue will go to to get 
good sound and good looks - witness the three 

separate power supplies in both the Donizetti and 
Bellini. It's hard to find any cut corners in the two. 

These Italians sound powerful in an organic, 

natural manner. They may not quite match the 

Audiolabs and Crimsons for ultimate low-end grunt 

but with most 'speakers they'll happily produce 

clean, deep bass. The midrange and treble are both 
free from transistor hardness and there's a 

spaciousness and transparency to the sound stage that 
many more expensive pre/powers struggle to come up 

with • 

"The Audio 

Analogue 

Bellini and 

Donizetti are 

as smart and 

stylish as an 

Armani suit." 
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WHAT HIT'? *  STAR BUY Heybrook Optimas 

"The best-sounding designs overall are the 
remarkable Optimas from Heybrook. Their 
power, cohesion and expression are superb at 
this level — hear them as soon as you can." 

"Deep, powerful bass, midrange that's both 
powerful and expressive, plus a sweet, crisp 
treble — it's hard to believe that just £260 
buys such a fine sounding pair of speakers. 
Are the Optimas worthy winners? 
Most definitely." WHF? Dec 1997 

SEE US AT THE BRISTOL SHOW 

IN ROOM 302 

Please send me details of the Heybrook Optimas 

Name:  

Address:  

Heybrook Hi-Fi Ltd., Clemo Road, 
Liskeard, Cornwall PL14 3NH 

Tel: 01579 342866 Fax: 01579 342833 

HEYBROOK 

— 

One day 
CD's will sound OK. 
In the meantime... 

PRO-J 01491-834700 
DISTRIBUTED BY HENLEY DESIGNS LIMITE I 



Reader's System 

READER'S 
SYSTEM 

From Reggae sound systems to colour televisions, Rey Brown 
has taken an unusual route to hi-fi nirvana as 

Ketan Bharadia found. 

A
chilly winter morning in Maida Vale isn't the 
most auspicious start for a journey to the 

furthest corners of scenic North London but a 

letter from World reader and dedicated DlYer 

Rey Brown convinced me the trip would be worthwhile. 

KETAN BHARADIA: This is quite an impressive set-up 

you have here but how did it all start? 

REY BROWN: The passion for music goes back to my 

childhood - it's always been around me for as long as I 

can remember. As for the electronics side, my father has 

told me that when I was five or six he had to constantly 

stop me from getting into the back of the old Blaupunkt 
radiogram we had. Apparently the times that I succeeded 

it had to be sent away for repairs! 

KB: So apart from wrecking the family stereo how did 

your interest develop? 

RB: At about 13, I was growing up around older guys 

who were into Reggae sound systems. This is when I first 

saw valve PA power amps 

because transistors weren't 

widely used then. At the same 

sort of time my father bought 

me an ' Electricity Kit', the 

ones which teach children 

about electricity. But I wasn't 

satisfied because it had spring-

loaded connectors and you 

didn't get a soldering iron. So 

I got hold of an iron and 

buggered the whole thing up. 

KB: Did you go on to study 

electronics? 

RB: Yes, I went on to do a City 
And Guild's in Electronics and 
became an apprentice at 

Rediffusion where I learned to 

repair TVs. In fact most of the 

TVs in those days were valve 

black and whites with only a few colour sets. 

KB: Did working at Rediffusion help with your interest in 
sound systems? 

RB: Yes, a lot of what I learned I put to use making my 
own components. I was about 18 and going round to 

parties which had these huge sound systems using 

massive valve amps and this gave me the idea to build 
my own valve power amp. But I didn't start small. Instead 
I went for a 400watt power amp using ten KT88s. 

Eventually it worked but it took a while to solve all its 
problems, namely burning out valves and blowing fuses. 

There was excessive hum too but with advice from Chris 
Petri of Zeta Windings, Barry Knight, who went on to 

design for Bill Beard and a bit of development, I got it 

working properly. 

KB: Do you still have the amplifier? 

RB: No, once I got it working and started using it, I 

realised that it was simply too big and powerful to use at 

The JBL L220 speakers sit on 

concrete slabs to improve the 

bass. On the shelves to the 

right are a Pink Triangle PT 

TOO with battery PSU, Pip I 

pre-amp (unused), Rey's owm 

pre-amp, a JVC cassette deck, 

Rey's own power amp and 

matching separate power 

supply. 
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Inside Rey's power amp are 

audiophile components 

including Ansar Supersound 

coupling caps, Sanyo Os-

Cons and pure silver 

cabling. 

home and subsequently ended up loaning it to a friend 
with a sound system. 

KB: What other designs did you build afterwards? 

RB: I built a Leak Varislope Ill pre-amp in 1974, at the 

time transistors started coming in in a big way. I stuck to 
valve power amps but built transistor pre-amps. Three 

years later cash shortage problems caused me to take a 

break from building equipment and I didn't do anything 
for a couple of years. When I re-started I decided not to 

use valves because they were seen as archaic at the time 
and built a couple of transistor amps instead. These were 

pretty powerful at 120watts per channel and had really 

tight, deep bass. I used these until about 1990. 

KB: Over the years have you used anyone else's amps? 

RB: No, they've always been my own. With the 
knowledge I've gained I can tailor the sound to my 

preferences rather than someone else's. And the 

commercial amplifiers I wanted cost in the thousands so 

I could never afford them. The amps I constructed may 
have had some problems initially but once these were 

sorted out I kept them for years. 

KB: So what came next? 

RB: In 1984 I'd had enough of TV repairs as I felt I wasn't 
learning anything new. So I decided to leave and did a 

degree in Information Studies. 

KB: What rekindled your interest in hi-fi? 

RB: In about 1991 I started buying Hi-Fi World because 
it was different and talked about valves. A couple of my 

friends had good systems consisting of Pink Triangles, 
Koetsus and EAR amplifiers. I listened to these and loved 

the sound but simply couldn't afford them. 

It wasn't until I passed a shop in Kentish Town called 
Vinyl Tube Audio that my enthusiasm was truly sparked. 

I couldn't believe it, it was an Aladdin's cave of 

turntables, valve amps and 'speakers. I managed to get a 
Beard BB100 integrated on 

loan and listened to it every 

day. 

Taking a look inside I found 

they used what was essentially 
a GEC circuit and I wasn't 

willing to pay £500 for 

something I could make 

myself. So I decided to 

research electronics again 

because I'd become rusty. 

For six months I went to the 
British Library and studied all 
the Wireless Worlds from 

1955-65 and basically 
redesigned one of my old 

amps. I bought gold-plated 

valve bases and the solid-core 

signal wire is pure silver, 

purchased 

direct from a 

bullion dealer 

and sleeved by 

• myself. The 

high-tension 
lines are silver-

plated copper 

and all resistors 
are 1% metal 

films from 

Maplins. 

The original 

capacitors were 

standard 

polypropylenes 
but I found 

them a bit 

bright in the treble and upper midrange so I swapped 
them for Ansar Supersound caps and found the sound 
became smoother and a lot more open. 

Rey Brown, thermionic hi-fi buff. 

KB: We've found the same thing ourselves when testing 

out varieties of coupling capacitors. 

RB: Good caps give so much more clarity without any 
edginess in the treble. So they're all Ansars now. Then I 

read your article about Sanyo Os-Cons and decided to 
try those as well. I put them in the global feedback loop 

of the first common-cathode valve input stage and this 
improved bass, which got much deeper and better 
defined and the sound stage became more spacious. 

Some of the resistors were then changed to Ho!cos - I 
would like to have used Vishays but couldn't afford 

them. The Holcos helped by smoothing out the sound. 

On this particular design I've put the power supply on a 
separate chassis. 

KB: What was the reasoning behind that decision? 

RB: Doing things this way means the mains transformer 

doesn't inject hum and vibration into the audio circuits. 
It also makes modifying that much easier. 

I've updated and modified this amp over the last 

eight years and it has only broken down once, and that 
was because of an incorrectly-positioned low-wattage 

resistor in the output stage which blew. 

I originally used KT88s and got around 100watts per 

channel flat out but now I use General Electric 6550As 

because I feel they are better quality. These are biased 

into Class A for the first 30watts and will go up to about 
60watts in Class NB. 

KB: You mentioned that you'd built pre-amps too. 

RB: Those have turned out to be the most difficult for me 

to build. The trouble was keeping hum levels down and 
trying to find a circuit that I felt was up to date. The only 

circuits I knew at the time used EF86s and I didn't want 
to go that route because pentodes are never as linear or 
quiet as triodes. 

Looking round I found a book by David Manley on 
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Reader's System 

his range of VTL (Vacuum Tube Logic) amplifiers. Most of 

the designs are standard push-pulls - he claims the 

special ingredient is the transformer design. Of the 

pre-amp circuits printed I built the one called Ultimate, 

using 1% resistors, Ansar caps, silver wire and Sfernice 

potentiometers. Once finished, I initially had problems 

with the R.I.A.A. network; I couldn't use the one he'd 

calculated as the values weren't given, so I decided to 

use a different one. It eventually worked though and 

sounded pretty decent. 
Unfortunately this pre had a bit of an accident later 

on. While I was modifying it in the kitchen, it fell off the 

table and as I tried to move away I trod on it. I didn't 

bother refurbishing the phono stage since I'd heard the 

EAR 834P and been very impressed by it. 

KB: Which design did you go for then? 

RB: I tried the phono stage of the World Audio Design 

KLPP1. Originally I partnered this with the VTL line stage, 

but last week I replaced that with the one from KLPP1. 
Where before I'd chosen ECC83/81 valves I now use 

ECC88s which are Mullard originals. I'm quite happy 

with the sound. 

KB: If you've gone the valve route, why did you pick up a 

Pink Triangle Pip I pre-amp? 

RB: I only use it as a back-up to my pre, as to me the 

valve one sounds better in my system. 

KB: Is that a PT TOO turntable with an Anniversary 

battery pack sitting on your shelf? 

RB: Yes. What happened was a friend of mine who 

upgraded to an Anniversary sold the deck to me. The 

Pink Triangle replaced a Heybrook TT2 which I'd had for 
10 years. In fact the Wok LVII I have on the Pink was 

originally used with an Audio Technica 0C3 on the 

Heybrook. 

The battery power supply for the PT TOO had been 

damaged whilst in storage but when my friend went to 

Pink Triangle to get it repaired he was told that the parts 

were no longer available. After much head-scratching 

Pink did say it would be possible to fit an Anniversary 

motor and battery pack to it, which they duly did. The 

Koetsu cartridge was bought second-hand for £400 after 

it had been re-tipped by van den Hul since I'd been after 

one for years. 

KB: I can't help but notice your rather large loudspeakers. 
Who were they made by? 

RB: The 'speakers are JBL L220s. I've had them since 
1980. What happened was that I had a pair of Li 50s and 

was using them with my 400watt valve power amp. One 

of the drivers got damaged so I took the 'speakers back to 

the shop where I'd bought them for repair. In the window 

were these awesome looking L220s and they were going 

for £600 because one cabinet had a cracked edge. I think 

the original price at the time was around £2700. They've 

always given me great service and have only recently 

needed to be re-

coned. 

They were 

very sensitive for 

the day, and still 

are by modern 

standards at 

90dB. The bass 

is handled by a 

14in. woofer 
with a 15in. 

passive radiator. 

The Sin. 

midrange cone 

is hidden behind 

that diffuser and 

the tweeter is 

deep inside a 
5in, aluminium 

casting so I'm 
not sure what 

type it is. 

KB: And have 
they remained 

unmodified? 

RB: No, about 

three years ago I 

rewired them with some vdH CS 122 cable which made 

a big difference. It was quite an involved job as the 

crossovers are pretty complex. 

KB: I notice you've got paving slabs under the 'speakers 

and power supply for the power amp. We've found this 

really improves the sound in terms of bass weight and 
definition. 

RB: Mmm. I've had the same results. 

KB: I see you don't have a CD player. 

RB: Well, actually I do. It's a little portable which I use 

on the move but I only have 10 or 12 CDs compared to 

hundreds of records and, to be honest, I don't like the 

sound of CDs - I still find them sterile and a little harsh 

compared to a good record deck. I've heard quite 

expensive players such as PT's two-box 

combination which is around £3000 but none has really 
appealed. 

KB: What would you like to upgrade in your system? 

RB: Well at some point in the future I'd like to upgrade 

the arm to an SME V but that's a way off. Apart from that 
I'm pretty happy with the front end and the set-up in 

general. 

With that we settled back to enjoy Rey's system and its 

smooth, sumptuous sound underpinned by some of the 

deepest, tautest bass I've ever heard. I can see why he's 

happy with the hi-fi he's bought and built • 

Re's lifts load their 14in. 

woofer with a 15in. passive 

radiator for fast, clean bass. 

The midrange unit is hidden 

behind a slatted diffuser. 
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At Sevenoaks Hi Fi you will find 

a wide range of products on 

show with the emphasis on 

quality combined with 

unbeatable value for money. 

Everything in stock is on display 

and available for audition in our 

dedicated Hi Fi and Home 

Cinema demonstration rooms. 

Our friendiy and experienced 

staff will be happy to assist you 

through every step of your 

purchase to ensure total 

listening satisfaction. 

Sevenoaks Hi Fi - 
there is no better 
place to buy. 

Sevenoaks 

TOP TEN 
CD Albums 

only £9.99 each 

The Verve - Urban Hymns 

All Saints - All Saints 

Robbie Williams - ide Thru A Lens 

Lighthouse Family - Postcards From Heaven 

Celine Dion - Let's Talk About Love 

Radiohead - OK Computer 

Texas White On Blonde 

Lightning Seeds - Like You Do...Best Of 

Natalie Imbruglia - Left Of The Middle 

Enya - Paint The Sky With Stars 

Sorry - no other titles available. 
Max 3 discs per customer. Offer subject to 
availability. Personal callers only, E&OE. 

31 SEVENOAKS HI FI BRANCHES NATIONWIDE 

eSEVENOAKS 
01732 459555 
109-113 London Road 

&ABERDEEN 
"01224 587070 

491 Union Street 

& BEDFORD 
" 01234 272779 

29-31 St Peters Street 

• BIRMINGHAM 
0121 233 2977 
12 Queensway Arches, 
Livery Street 

Al BRIGHTON 
'01273 733338 

55 Preston Street 

cD BRISTOL 
0117 974 3727 
928 White Ladies Road, 
Clifton 

©BROMLEY 
0181 290 1988 
39a East Street 

a,BURY ST EDMUNDS 
01284 753776 
47 Churchgate Street 

C ie CARDIFF 
01222 472899 
104-106 Albany Road 

& CARLISLE 
01228 590775 
3 Earls Lane 
(Next to Bus Depot) 

()CHELSEA 
0171 352 9466 
403 Kings Road, SW I 0 

& CHELTENHAM 
01242 241171 
24 Pittville Street 

& CROYDON 
'0181 665 1203 

373 London Road 

&ENFIELD 
" 0181 342 1973 
7 Genotin Road 

&ESSEX 
." 01376 501733 

1 The Grove Centre, 
Witham 

&GUILDFORD 
" 01483 536666 

73b North Street 

STOP PRESS j 
Sevenoaks Top Ten CD Albums 
e  only £9.99 each 

é• 

00 

e 

Mail Order 01732 458985 

• HULL 
Opening Spring 

• KINGSTON 
(LATE NIGHT THURSDAY) 

0181 547 0717 
43 Fife Road 

• LEEDS 
0113 245 2775 
112 Vicar Lane 

• MAIDSTONE 
01622 686366 
96 Week Street 

atinnINEWCASTLE 
0191 221 2320 
19 Newgate Street 

• NORWICH 
01603 767605 
29/29A St Giles Street 

• OXFORD 
(OPEN SUNDAY) 
01865 241773 
41 St Clements 

• PETERBOROUGH 
(LATE NIGHT THURSDAY) 
01733 897697 
36 Park Road 

CD PRESTON 
01772 825777 
40-41 Lune Street 

• READING 
0118 959 7768 
3 & 4 Kingswalk 

CD SHEFFIELD 
0114 255 5861 
Old Sheffield Savings 
Bank, 635 Queens Rd, 
Heeley 

CD SOUTHAMPTON 
01703 337770 
33 London Road 

• TUNBRIDGE WELLS 
01892 531543 
28-30 St Johns Road 

• WATFORD 
(OPEN SUNDAY) 
01923 213533 
478 St Albans Road 

• WORCESTER 
01905 612929 

2 Reindeer Court 

A MUSICAL EVENING WITH KEF AUDIO AND AUDIOLAB 
On Thursday 12th March at the White Hart Hotel,VVitham.The doors will open at 7pm. 

KEF will be demonstrating their superb Reference Series Speakers with the Award Winning range of Audiolab 

Electronics. Prizes include a pair of KEF Coda 9SE Speakers, an Audiolab 8000LX Amplifier and a selection of cables 

from Cable Talk. For a ticket and more information telephone 01376 501733. 



PLEASE NOTE NOT ALL PRODUCTS ARE AVAILABLE AT ALL BRANCHES. PLEASE TELEPHONE TO VERIFY PRICE AND AVAILABILITY BEFORE TRAVELLING. 

CD PLAYERS 
Arcam Alpha 7 £ 329.95 
Arcam Alpha 8 £ 449.95 
Arcarn Alpha 85E £ 599.95 
Audiolab 8000 CD £ 999.95 
Cyrus DAD3 £ 599.95 
Cyrus DAD3Q £ 899.95 
Denon DCD425 £ 149.95 
Denon DCD635 £ 179.95 
Denon DCD825 £ 239.95 
Exposure CD £1049.95 
Kenwood DP3080 MK11 £ 109.00 
Marantz CD46 £ 109.00 
Marantz CD48 £ 199.95 
Marantz CD67SE £ 299.95 
Marantz CD6311KI Signature £ 399.95 
Mara= CD 17KI Signature £ 1099.95 
Meridian 506 20 Bir £1099.95 
Meridian 508 24 Bit £1994.95 
Pioneer PDS505 Precision £ 459.95 
Roksan Caspian £ 894.95 
Rotel RCD930AX L I 79.95 
Rotel RCD950 £ 249.95 
Sony CDPXE3I0 £ 99.00 
Sony CDPXE5I0 £ I 14.00 
Sony CDPXE900E £ 209.00 
Technics SLPG580A £ 109.00 
CD MULTIPLAYERS 
Arcam MCD £ 449.95 
Kenwood DPR3090 £ 89.00 
Kenwood DPR4090 £ 109.00 
Kenwood DPR7090 £ 209.00 
CD TRANSPORTS 
Audiolab 8000CDM £1399.95 
Meridian 500 £1244.95 
DACS 
Audiolab 8000DAX 24 Bit £ 999.95 
Meridian 566 24 £1294.95 
Musical Fidelity X-ACT £ 129.95 
MINI DISCICD RECORDERS 
Philips CDR870 CD Recorder £ 499.95 
Sony M DSJ E510 £ 199.00 
CASSETTE DECKS 
Denon DRM550 £ 159.95 
Denon DRW580 Twin £ 199.95 
Denon DRM6505 £ 199.95 
Pioneer CTW806DR £ 249.00 
Sony TCKE400S £ 129.00 
Sony TCKA6ES £ 419.00 
Yamaha 10(390 £ 129.00 
Yamaha KX580SE £ 199.00 
TURNTABLES 
Michell Gyrodec/RE1300 £ 1019.95 
NADS 33 £ 199.00 
Project 0.5 £ 159.95 
Project 1 £ 199.95 
TUNERS 
Arcam Alpha 7 
Arcam Alpha 8 
Audiolab 8000T 
Cyrus FM7 
Denon TU260L 
Denon TU2I5RDS 
Kenwood KT208ORDS 
Kenwood KT308ORDS 
Marantz STS7 

£ 229.95 
£ 279.95 
£ 799.95 

£ 399.95 
£ 119.95 
£ 149.95 
£ 89.00 
£ 109.00 
£ 149.95 

Meridian 504 
Roksan Caspian 
Rotel RT935AX 
Sony STSE500 
Sony STSE700 
Yamaha TX480L 
AMPLIFIERS 
Arcam Alpha 7 £ 259.95 
Arcam Alpha 8 £ 359.95 
Arcam Alpha 9 £ 499.95 
Arcam Alpha 10 £ 799.95 
Audiolab 8000LX £ 469.95 
Audiolab 8000A £ 499.95 
Audiolab 80005 £ 699.95 
Cyrus SL £ 399.95 
Cyrus MR3 Multiroom L 599.95 
Cyrus III i £ 599.95 
Denon PMA250SE £ 159.95 
Denon PMA350SE £ 199.95 
Exposure P.O.A. 
Marantz PM57 £ 199.95 
Marantz PM66SE £ 229.95 
Marantz PM66KI Signature £ 399.95 
Meridian 551 £ 794.95 
Pioneer A30OR Precision £ 399.95 
Roksan Caspian £ 694.95 
Rotel RA920AX £ 99.95 
Rotel RA93I £ 149.95 
Sony TAF248E £ 159.00 
Talk Electronics Storm 2L £ 649.95 
PREAMPLIFIERS 
Arcam Alpha 9C £ 399.95 
Audiolab 8000C £ 579.95 
Audiolab 800OPPA £ 999.95 
Abdiolab 8000Q £1249.95 
Cyrus Pre L 649.95 
Meridian 501.2 £ 694.95 
Meridian 502 £1294.95 
Musical Fidelity X-Pre £ 199.95 
Rotel RC97I £ 149.95 
Talk Electronics Whirlwind PSU £ 649.95 
Talk Electronics Hurricane 4LP £ 899.95 
Talk Electronics Hurricane 3L £ 899.95 
Talk Electronics Hurricane 4L £1099.95 
POWER AMPLIFIERS 
Arcam Alpha 8P £ 249.95 
Arcam Alpha 9P £ 399.95 
Arcam Alpha 10P £ 599.95 
Audiolab 8000SX £ 549.95 
Audiolab 8000PX £ 849.95 
Audiolab 8000MX Mono (each) £ 899.95 
Cyrus XPA £ 299.95 
Cyrus PSXR Power Supply £ 329.95 
Cyrus Power £ 499.95 
Meridian 556 £ 894.95 
Meridian 557 £1399.95 
Musical Fidelity X-A50 Mono (pair) £ 499.95 
Roksan Caspian £ 594.95 
Rotel RB97I £ 199.95 
Rotel R8981 £ 299.95 
Talk Electronics Tornado 2 £ 599.95 
Talk Electronics Tornado 4 M (pair) £ 1099.95 
LOUDSPEAKERS (Palr) 
Acoustic Energy AEI 00i 
Acoustic Energy AEI09 
Acoustic Energy AEI 20 

£ 694.95 
£ 594.95 

159.95 
£ 109.00 
£ 139.00 
£ 99.95 

£ 199.95 
£ 349.95 
£ 499.95 

B&W DM302 
B&W DM601 
B&W DM602 
B&W DM603 
B&W CDM I SE 
B&W CDM7 
B&W P4 
Castle Isis 
Castle Kendal 
Castle Severn 2 
Castle Avon 
Castle Harlech 
Epos ES I 2 
Epos E522 
Epos E530 
Heybrook Optima 
Kef Q15 
Kef Q35 
Kef Q55 
Kef Reference 
Mission 731 Pro 
Mission 733i 
Mission 750LE 
Mission 752f 
Mission 753f 
Mission 754f 
Monitor Audio Monitor 2 
Monitor Audio Monitor 3 
Monitor Audio Monitor 4 
Monitor Audio 700PMC 
Monitor Audio 703PMC 
Monitor Audio 705PMC 
Monitor Audio Studio 2SE 
Monitor Audio Studio 12 
Monitor Audio Studio 20SE 
Monitor Audio Studio 50 
Monitor Audio Studio 60 
Mordaunt Short MS0.5 
Mordaunt Short MS10i Pearl 
Mordaunt Short MS20i Pearl 
Mordaunt Short MS25i Pearl 
Ruark Epilogue (Deluxe Extra) £ 239.95 
Ruark Icon (Deluxe Extra) L 399.95 
Ruark Templar II (Deluxe Extra) £ 559.95 
Ruark Sceptre (Deluxe Extra) £ 599.95 
Ruark Talisman 11 (Deluxe Extra) £ 749.95 
Ruark Prologue One (Deluxe Extra) £ 799.95 
Tannoy Mercury MI £ 119.95 
Tannoy Mercury M2 £ 139.95 
Tannoy Mercury M3 £ 229.95 
SYSTEMS 
Denon DCI inc spks £ 379.95 
Denon DM03 inc spits £ 499.95 
Denon DC30 inc spits £ 499.95 
Denon DM7 ex spks £ 579.95 
Denon Dl-07 ex spits £ 649.95 
Denon D99W ex spks £ 899.95 
Denon DF 10 ex spks £ 999.95 
Teat Ref 300 ex spits £ 599.95 
Teat Ref 500 ex spits £ 799.95 
Yamaha CLAVIO (claim free spits) £ 899.95 
Yamaha CLIO (claim free spits) £ 949.95 
Yamaha AV1 inc spkrs L 649.95 
LASER DISC PLAYERS 
Pioneer CLD D5 I 5-1 
Pioneer CLDD925 

£ 149.95 
£ 199.95 
£ 299.95 
£ 499.95 
£ 599.95 
£ 999.95 
£ 674.95 

(Deluxe Extra) £ 249.95 
(Deluxe Extra) £ 449.95 
(Deluxe Extra) £ 579.95 
(Deluxe Extra) £ 729.95 
(Deluxe Extra) £ 879.95 

£ 499.95 
£1184.95 
£2384.95 
£ 259.95 
L 199.95 
£ 349.95 
£ 499.95 

P.O.A. 
£ 99.00 
£ 199.00 
£ 249.95 

(Deluxe Extra) £ 579.95 
(Deluxe Extra) £ 799.95 
(Deluxe Extra) £ 1299.95 

(Blk)£ 299.95 
(Blk) L 399.95 
(Blk)£ 499.95 
(Blk)£ 599.95 
(131k)£ 799.95 
(Blk) £ 1399.95 
(Blk)£ 599.95 
(Blk) L 999.95 
(81k) £2199.95 
(Blk) £3999.95 
(Blk) £5999.95 

£ 99.95 
£ 149.95 
£ 199.95 
£ 329.95 

£ 379.00 
£ 489.00 

SURROUND AMPLIFIERS 

Arcam AVS0 £ 699.95 
Sony TAVA8ES £ 449.00 

Yamaha DSPA492 £ 199.00 

Yamaha DSPA592 £ 299.00 

Yamaha DSPAI092 £ 749.00 
Yamaha DSPA3090 £1299.00 

SURROUND RECEIVERS 
Denon AVR I 400 £ 499.95 

Denon AVR3200 É 999.95 
Kenwood KRV5090 É 139.00 

Kenwood KRV6090 - £ 169.00 

Kenwood KRV8090 £ 229.00 

Kenwood KRV9090 £ 269.00 
Yamaha RXV392 £ 199.00 

Yamaha RXV592 £ 369.00 

SURROUND PROCESSORS 

Arcam Xeta Two L 649.95 

Cyrus AV Master £ 699.95 

Meridian P.O.A 

Sony SDPEP9ES £ 399.00 

Yamaha APD1 Demodulator £ 99.95 

Yamaha DSPE492 £ 249.95 
Yamaha DDP2 AC3 Decoder £ 349.95 

CENTRE SPEAKERS 
Acoustic Energy AE107C £ 149.95 

B&W C100 £ 129.95 
B&W CC6 229.95 

Kef 80C £ 129.95 
Kef Q9SC £ 199.95 

Kef Model 100 £ 359.95 

Mission 73C £ 99.00 

Mission 75C (Blk) I £ 229.00 
Mordaunt Short T1000 £ 239.95 
Ruark Dialogue One 299.95 

Tannoy MC £ 99.95 

Yamaha NSC60 • £ 59.95 

Yamaha NSC I OS ' L 79.95 

SURROUND SPEAKERS (Pair) 
B&W SIO0 £ 129.95 

Boston ROA 

Kef 60S £ 199.95 
Kef 70S £ 299.95 

Mission 735 £ 99.95 

Yamaha NSE60 £ 79.95 

Yamaha NSE I 05 £ 99.00 
SUB WOOFERS 

Acoustic Energy AE108S £ 299.95 

Kef 20B É 349.95 
Kef 30B £ 499.95 

Mission 75AS £ 549.95 
Rd l Q50 £ 374.95 
Rd l Q100E £ 494.95 

Rd l Strata 11 £ 574.95 

Rd l Storm £ 694.95 
Yamaha YSTSW40 £ 139.95 

Yamaha YSTSW80 I 179.95 

Yamaha YSTSW300 £ 349.95 

SPEAKER PACKAGES 

Boston Micro 90t £ 999.95 

Mission AV2i L 299.00 

Advertisement valid until at least end of 

February 1998 E&OE. 

INTEREST FREE 
Spread the cost of buying s 
and loudspeakers with our 
months interest free. 

Written details on request. 

elected quality hi fi separates 
0% finance terms. Up to 24 

0% APR. Subject to status. 

PRICE POLICY 
We promise some of the most competitive 
prices in the UK along with first class pre and 
after sales service. 

Altogether an unbeatable combination! 



Review 

Jon Marks cues up his favourite LPs with Sonic Frontiers' £2000 
Phono 1 phono stage. 

V
alves and vinyl were 
partners in the first real hi-

fi systems audiophiles 
assembled back in the 

1950s and 1960s. Four decades 

later, at a time when solid-state rules 

almost supreme, we find that they 

can still make perfect partners with 

the likes of Sonic Frontiers' Phono 1 
phono stage. 

CRACKING THE 
COMBINATION 

There is some concession to the 

passing of the years though, as the 

Phono 1 contains the best of both 

amplification worlds, 6922 dual-

triodes serving alongside younger 

J-FETs. Sonic Frontiers explain the 

rationale behind this latter choice of 

device in the accompanying 

manual: " it was realised that noise 

would be the final barrier to the 

finished product's performance." 

The semiconductor input isn't the 

sole anti-noise measure. Others 
include careful layout of ground 

planes, elastomer mounts for the 
main PCB, a potted toroidal mains 

transformer shielded with silicone 

steel and specially-selected resistors 

and capacitors. 
Sonic Frontiers' hi-fi tends to 

look inside like an Aladdin's cave of 
passive components and the 

Phono 1 doesn't buck that trend. 

Large, white MIT MultiCap and 

smaller, grey Solen capacitors stand 

out against the green circuit board 
which also bears Roderstein, Vishay 

and Mills resistors in critical areas. 
Input and output signals are linked 
to the expensive gold-plated RCA 

sockets via Kimber Kahle silver and 

solid-core copper wiring. 

FLEXIBLE PHONO 

There's no point lashing out two 

grand on a phono stage, if it can't be 

configured to match the needle of 

your dreams. So SF have 

thoughtfully provided two rows of 

switches on the back panel which 

offer a range of input impedances 

and capacitances (10ohm, 100ohm, 
lkohm and 10Icohm in addition to 

the standard 47.5kohm, 47pF twice 
and 100pF twice on top of the 

standard 10pF). One nice touch is 

the two empty switch positions 
which allow you to solder in your 

own loading components, if your 

cartridge requires unusual values to 

give its best. 
And that's not all for the 

flexibility roster. While our 

measurements show that the 

Phono 1 will take the signal from 

most iviMs without overload 

problems, its gain can be factory 
adjusted up (to 62dB for very low-

output MCs) or down (to 44dB in 

case of MMs with high outputs) by 

the factory or a dealer. 
To settle the Phono 1 into the 

groove, it was left running for 10 

days non-stop, since the distributors 

Picture The Sound say it needs at 

the very least 100hrs to break in. It 

was then hooked up to a system 

where Wilson Benesch's Circle 
turntable, 0.5 carbon-fibre arm and 

Matrix MC atop Elemental Audio's 

Monoplinth platform made up the 
source. Amplification was carried 

out by Chord's CPA 1800 pre-amp 
and SPM 400 power amp (linked 
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GROOVES 
with Purist Audio Design and van 
den Hul interconnects). Jamo's 

Concert 8 stand mounters, Elemental 

Audio's loudspeaker stands and van 
den Hul's Revelation Hybrid 

loudspeaker cable rounded out the 
ensemble. 

MUSIC, MAESTRO 

One slab of the ole black stuff which 
had come across particularly well on 

the Circle in its review last month 

was Joan Armatrading's eponymous 

LP. It wasn't sounding in the least 
shabby on this occasion either. 

Many components that rely on 
valves, especially phono stages, can 
come unstuck with a lower bass 

whose rich warmth smothers pace 
and drive. While the Phono 1 has 

the customary valve virtues of 
genuinely full-range tonal colour 
and a midband and treble as lacking 

in roughness as a Teflon-plated ice 
rink, it avoided potential thermionic 

pitfalls with a focused, pungent 

electric bass that propelled ' Like 

Fire' along with unremitting 

funkiness. 

One particular area where the 

Chords really let the Sonic Frontiers 

sing was vocals. Not only were they 

solidly and securely-imaged at 
centre stage, they also had the sort 

of knee-wobbling seductiveness that 

I've rarely heard from any turntable 
working into a box of purely silicone 

tricks. Aiding and abetting was the 

way the Phono 1 didn't gloss over 
detail, a shortfall that can hamstring 

valve gear which takes the silky 

smooth approach too far. 

It was smiles all around on 
Heaven 17's How Men Are album 

too. Single-ended valve power amps 
seem to fit roughly into two sonic 
groups - that which often, but not 
always, characterises the 30013 ("any 

sound you like as long as it's relaxed 
and creamy") and that of the 
211/845 ("we do punch and grunt as 

well as smooth"). The same goes for 
pre-amps, where 1 have to say I 
prefer the latter flavour. So do SF 

obviously, judging from the flat 
overall tonal balance, crisp detail 

and crystal transparency of this 
equaliser. 

The drum-machine bass notes of 

How Men Are lost none of their 
slam and extension to the J-FETs and 

6922s. Hi-hats were crisp and 

dynamic, as were vocals, which 
imaged as precisely as they had with 

Joan Armatrading's crooning. 

Classical music carried on mining 
the same vein. Crescendos stood out 
for their power arid impact. Many 

phono stages lose their grip an the 
music at these dramatic moments, 

letting rip with harsh treble and 

unsteady bass. Alternatively, playing 

the safety card, they round off the 

climactic peaks to give a mildly 
compressed rendition. The Phono 1 

did neither, swinging right from the 

quietest instrumental whispers up to 

whole-orchestra blasts with ease. 

On massed strings the Sonic 

Frontiers refused to be tempted into 

adding a shrill edge to the signal, 
instead recovering the instruments' 

harmonics unalloyed. The spread of 
the players in the acoustic turned 
out to be a forte as well, with the 
rear of the orchestra set against the 

back wall of our listening room 
almost at opera-glass distance. 

THREE STEPS TO HEAVEN 

£2000 may be a rather large sum of 

money to shell out on a phono 
stage, but this Sonic Frontiers 

combines that triplet of attributes 

guaranteed to bring a gleam to any 

music-lover's eye. 

Number one is the open-door 
policy it operates towards 

software - it doesn't matter what you 
listen to, the Phono 1 stays 

discreetly out of the way of the 

disc's content and let's it speak for 
itself. 

Number two, vital but frequently 

overlooked by manufacturers, is 
material pride of purchase. Under 

the lid of this box you'll find some 

very expensive bits and pieces, not 

jest a handful of penny parts. Like 

the company's other products, the 

Phono 1 has an air of class about it 
that distinctly fails to waft from the 

bulk of hi-fi. 

Number three is flexibility. You'd 
have a hard time tracking down a 

cartridge the SF can't work hand in 
glove with, which means any future 

front-end upgrades are covered. All 
in all, it looks like Sonic Frontiers 

have another success on their hands 
with the Phono 1 • 

Sonic Frontiers Phono 1 

£2000 

Picture The Sound 

13 Weston Road, 

Guildford, 

Surrey GU2 6AU 

Tel: 07000 443425 

WORLD VERDICT 

'xpens ; yes, 

overpriced, no. The 

Phono 1 is a superb 

all-round phono 

stage. 

Measured Performance 

see pill 
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PURE LINEAR STRUCTURED CARBON FIBRE AND CARBON HYBRID CABLES 

'Me Wind £19.99/m (Single Strand) 

tabillisrameaufflhairand) eseMef-YI 
van den Hul UK P.O.Box 31 Bishop Auckland DL14 7YX 

The Second £ 199 99 0 8m Stereo 
Phono or XLR 

The First £184.99 0.8m Stereo Phono 

-Firmly Recommended' 

-Hi-Fi News 6 RR April 97 

"It was meant as a reference, 

and reference quality a is." 

-Hr-Fi World November 96 

"...a welcome addition to the 

top rank of British audio. -

-Gramophone August 97 

www.xtc-hifi.com 

In' I 

XTC Information Line 

TEL (0181) 810 9388 
FAX (0181) 810 9365 

Cage Audio 
in conjunction with 

East Midlands Composites 
can now supply to the discerning DIY enthusiast a range of 

Carbon Fibre Components 
Valve Amplifier with Carbon chassis now available 
in kit form (as seen in this issue) together with:-

Arm Tubes, Turntable Sub chassis / Top plates 

Honeycomb panels for Speaker cabinets 

Carbon Veneer (and much more) 

Carbon Amplifier chassis built to order 
for any project ( Fully finished or blank) 
Please phone or write for details 

Ce tech 

109, Hands Road, 

Heanor, Derbys. 0E75 7HB 

Tel: (01773) 712503 Fax (01773) 530859 

UPGRADES FOR LINN LP12 NOW AVAILABLE Trade and OEM enquiries welcome 
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I
f it's heavy, then it's expensive. 
Thus runs the adage and very apt 
it is too for Sony's latest technical 
tour de force in MiniDisc, the 

MDS-JA5OES. The name may be 

instantly forgettable but the last two 
letters, ' ES', count for something. 

They identify the JA50 as a member 
of Sony's high-end reference 

equipment club. Hence, as well as 

the plethora of editing features 
MiniDisc usually brings, there's a 

whole stack of extra technical 

wizardry inside their latest machine. 
The 1A5OES may be expensive, but 
when you consider what you get it 

actually looks like good value. 

PROCESSING POWER 

At this player's heart lies the latest 

4.5 version of the ATRAC processing 
chip. By employing what Sony call 

Adaptive High-Frequency Control 
this IC helps alleviate the worst 

effects of the data compression 

necessary to cram 74mins of music 

onto such a small disc. Apparently, 

the algorithms of A.H.F.C. can 

allocate more of the available data 

space to higher frequencies than 

previous ATRAC chips when called 
for by the content of the input 

signal, giving smoother, more 

natural upper octaves. The ATRAC 

processor itself is supported by a 

DIA convertor which claims 20-bit 
resolution. 

There's a couple of other features 

onboard the MDS-JA5OES that you 

won't find on other MD machinery - 
the digital level control, non-clip 

circuit and what Sony call a 
"Variable Coefficient (VC) Digital 
Filter". 

You'd have thought that a digital 
recording level control would be 
about as relevant as a driving 

holiday in Gibraltar, but there is 
logic here. CDs can vary quite 

widely in their recording levels, so 
the Sony gives you the chance to 
equalise them. In case you get a bit 
carried away here and bash the 

record meters into the red, there's a 

non-clip circuit. This automatically 
adjusts the level downwards to 

prevent overload and the nasty 

distortion it produces. For those of 

us who can trust ourselves with 
level-setting, this circuit is 
defeatable. 

Finally there's that VC digital 

The MIGHT of 
MINIDISC 

£1300 for Sony's new MDS-11A5OES flagship MiniDisc player? 
Yes please, says Dominic Todd. 

filter. This offers four different sonic 

characters from two filters, cascade 
and direct eight-fold, together with 

sharp plus slow roll-off rates. I found 
the best results came from the 

standard arrangement, as did Leo 

Lam with Sony's f500 

CDP-X3000ES CD player in last 
month's issue. 

LIFTING THE LID 

Peek inside and the care Sony has 

taken with this player is sure to 
impress. There's a liberal scattering 

of Elna capacitors and two beefy 

R-Core power transformers. 

On the mechanical side you'll 

find a floating disc mechanism 

mounted on insulators and coil 
springs in a bid to cut out 

detrimental external vibrations. 
Underlying all of this is a rigid 

frame-beam chassis. 

A lot of effort has been put into 
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audio 
EXCELLENCE 

WHERE THE MUS MATTERS 

audio T 
areal,- Value Sound A IA'sion 

AUDIO T & AUDIO EXCELLENCE - 
probably the two best specialist retailers of hi-fi 
and home cinema equipment - give independent 
advice, excellent deals and a level of after sales 
service that keeps customers 
returning 
year after 
year. 
We are not 
just the same 
as other 
dealers, so 
why not send 
for our full 
brochure to 
see why. 

Ask for your 
free copy of 
MUSIC AT 
HOME 
The Ultimate 
Guide 

-V - FREEPHONE 0500 101501 
8am - 10pm 7 days a week (UK only) 
Or return the FREEPOST coupon below 

• 47 years of experience 
• authorised dealers 
• full demonstration facilities 
• 10 day exchanges 
• 30 day no charge upgrades 
• interest free credit 
• part exchange 
• 3 year guarantee on hi-fi separates and systems 
• home loans and home dems 

13 A1/4113" 

11 ▪ Please send me my FREE copy of 
• MUSIC AT HOME - The Ultimate Guide (UK only) 

NAME   

• ▪ ADDRESS   

zu 

POST CODE  

Music at Home HFW1, Freepost LV1747, Abingdon, OX14 4YQ 

AUDIO EXCELLENCE: 

BRISTOL 
65 Park Street 
Tel: 0117 926 4975 
Tues - Sat 9am - 5.30pm 
Evening dems arranged by 
appointment 

CARDIFF 
134/136 Crwys Road 
Tel: 01222 228565 
Tues - Sat 9am - 5.30pm 
Evening dems arranged by 
appointment 

CHESTER 
88/90 Boughton 
Tel: 01244 345576 
Tues - Sat 9am - 5.30pm 
Evening dems arranged by 
appointment 

EXETER 
156 Sidwell Street 
Tel: 01392 491194 
Tues - Sat 9am - 5.30pm 
Evening dems arranged by 
appointment 

GLOUCESTER 
58 Bristol Road 
Tel: 01452 300046 
Tues - Sat 9am - 5.30pm 
Evening dems arranged by 
appointment 

PRESTON 
131 Friargate 
Tel: 01772 253057 
Tues - Sat 9am - 5.30pm 
Evening dems arranged by 
appointment 

SWANSEA 
9 High Street 
Tel: 01792 474608 
Tues - Sat 9am - 5.30pm 
Evening dems arranged by 
appointment 

Sound 
vIsIt 
WORCESTER 

WORCESTER 
Independence House 
The Trinity 
Tel: 01905 619059 
Tues - Sat3 9am - 5.30pm 
Evening dems arranged by 
appointment 

All shops are closed on 
Mondays. 

AUDIO T: 

BASINGSTOKE 
4 Feathers Lane 
Tel: 01256 324311 
Tues - Sat 9am - 5.30pm 
Evening dems arranged by 
appointment 

BRENTWOOD 
30 Crown Street 
Tel: 01277 264730 
Tues - Sat 9.3Gam - 6pm 
Thurs eve open late tit 8prr 

CAMBERLEY 
173-175 London Road 
Tel: 01276 685597 
Tues - Fri 10am - 6pm 
Sat 9.30am - 5.30pm 
Thurs eve open late til 8pm 

CHELTENHAM 
40/42 Albion Street 
Tel: 01242 583960 
Tues - Fri 9.30am - 6pm 
Sat 9.30am - 5.30pm 
Evening dem, arranged by 
appointment 

ENFIELD 
159a Chase Side 
Tel: 0181 367 3132 
Tues - Fri 9.30am - 6pm 
Sat 9.30am - 5.30pm 
Evening dems arranged by 
appointment 

GANTS HILL 
442-444 Cranbrook Rd 
Tel: 0181 518 0915 
Tues - Fri 10am -6pm 
Sat 9.30am - 5.30pm 
Thurs eve open late til 8pm 

LONDON 
WEST HAMPSTEAD 
190 West End Lane 
Tel: 0171 794 7848 
Tues - Sat 10am - 6pm 
Thurs eve open late til 8pm 

OXFORD 
19 Old High Street, 
Headington 
Tel: 01865 765961 
Tues -Fri 10am - 6pm 
Sat 9.30am - 6pm 
Thurs eve open late til 8pm 

READING 
4 Queens Walk, 
Broad Street Mall 
Tel: 0118 958 5463 
Tues - Sat 9am - 5.30pm 
Evening derris arranged by 
appointment 

SWINDON 
60 Fleet Street 
Tel: 01793 538222 
Tues - Sat 9.30am - 6pm 
Thurs eve open late til 8pm 

For the very latest information please check our web sites at 

www.audio-t£o.uk and www.audio-excellence.co.uk 

PRICE PROMISE 
* You won't find better service. 

* You won't find better sound. 

* But if you find a better deal, 
let us know and as long as we 
can verify it we'll be happy 
to match it. 

MAIN BRANDS 
STOCKED: 

ACOUSTIC 
ENERGY 

ACOUSTIC 
PRECISION 

ALPHASON 

APOLLO 

ARCAM 

ATACAMA 

AUDIOLAB 

AUDIOQUEST 

B&W 

CABLE TALK 

CASTLE 

CELESTION 

CHORD 

CYRUS 

DENON 

DENSEN 

DYNAUDIO 

DYNAVECTOR 

EPOS 

GRADO 

KEF 

LINN 

LOEWE 

MARANTZ 

MAXELL 

MERIDIAN 

MICHELL 

MISSION 

MONITOR 
AUDIO 

MORDAUNT-
SHORT 

NAD 

NAIM 

ONKYO 

ORELLE / XTC 

PANASONIC 

PIONEER 

PROAC 

PRO-JECT 

QED 

QUAD 

QUADRASPIRE 

REGA 

REL 

ROKSAN 

ROTEL 

ROYO 

RUARK 

SENNHEISER 

SHAHINIAN 

SONY 

SOUND STYLE 

STANDS UNIQUE 

TALK 
ELECTRONICS 

TAN NOV 

TARGET 

TDK 

TEAC 

TECHNICS 

VAN DEN HUL 

YAMAHA 

Not all products 
are stocked by 
every shop 
so please check 
with your local 
branch before 
travelling 
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the construction of the casing too. 
The front panel is formed from an 

alloy of brass, aluminium and steel, 

each of which is effective in 

quelling resonance at particular 
frequencies. The top-plate is 

double-thickness steel and the side 

cheeks sandwich foam damping 
material between inner and outer 
sections. 

Unfortunately, for all its state-of-

the-art electronics and build, the 
Sony manages to look exactly like 

one of the company's rather staid 

CD players circa 1987. Mind you, if 
it sounds as good as the technical 

spec would have us believe, then 
this will pale into insignificance. 

RECORDINGS 
ANALOGUE... 

When recording with the 1A5OES, I 

tested both the digital and analogue 

inputs. Blank MDs came from 

opposite ends of the price spectrum 
with a Sony ES at £6.99 and a Fuji 

at £3.95. I also had a £300 Sony 

MDS-JE510 MD recorder to hand 
for comparison. 

The first recording I made 
through the analogue inputs onto 
the ES disc was of Donald Byrd's 
'Dominoes'. The fidelity to the 

original was striking. The dynamic 

range remained intact, with an 

especially attractive bass 

performance; it was taut, accurate 

and extended. 
Picking the nits, you could cite a 

very slight softening of the lowest 
frequencies, but it would take an 

extremely analytical system for this 

to become obvious. Likewise, while 
the treble remained detailed and 

well integrated, violins took on a 
slightly steely edge at high 

frequencies. 

Switching to the Fuji disc 

exacerbated this problem. Again, 
playing the dynamic card I had 

recorded a version of Shirley Bassey 

and ' Light My Fire' (of The Doors 

fame) with its full orchestral 

backing. Returning to the ES disc 
brought about a worthwhile 

improvement. Vocals were firmly 

rooted in the centre of the sound 
stage with the orchestra arrayed 

behind them, as with the original. 
Timbre was bang on, and the 

layering and separation of 
instruments superb - it was an 

The MDS-JA5OES's transport is much beefier than most MD recorders'. It's also more complex, 

with its CD-style loading tray. To its left, surface-mount components cover the green PCBs. 

expansive (indeed, you could say 

expensive) sound stage that the 

Sony effortlessly whisked up. To 
realise this potential I really would 

recommend you use the best discs 

you can afford with a machine such 
as this. 

... AND DIGITAL 

The Sony rustled up equally 

satisfying sounds via its digital input 

with Finlay Quaye's ' Even After All'. 

It maintained a tight grip upon a 

bassline that often has lesser decks 

floundering. And the vocals, which 

can prove tricky, had none of the 

added sibilance which shows up 

some recorders' less-than-adequate 
electronics. 

Danny Thompson's 'Africa' saw 

the Sony continue its sonic roll with 

an atmospheric rendition of this 
Latin-flavoured number and its 

warm, fruity double-bass. The way 

difficult rhythms were carried off 
with ease and the music enjoyed all 

its colour and vitality had my ears 

happily pinned to the 'speakers. The 

performance was extremely 

cohesive which, as thelA5OES had 

demonstrated earlier, made for a 
feeling of effortless replay 
confidence. 

Beethoven's Fifth Symphony, 
performed by The Vienna 
Philharmonic, was the Sony's next 

course. The sound stage was deep 
although width was a mite 

constricted, possibly due to the 

slight lack of space around 

instruments at higher frequencies. 

Other than that, the presence and 

weight of the original were present 
in full. 

The MDS-JA5OES is, in a 
nutshell, a 'serious bit of kit'. The 

build is outstanding - far better than 

it need be, even at this price. Then 

there's the superb quality of the 

components inside the casework. 

On top of that, the Sony is a joy to 

use. Editing is a piece of cake, with 

all the features you could ever 

possibly need, right down to the 

separate digital record level control. 
It's just a shame it looks so boring; 

at least the sound is anything but. 

Composed yet exhilarating, the 
Sony really does lend itself to all 

types of music. The treble could be 
a touch more open, but apart from 

this there's very little to fault with 
the MDS-JA5OES. Make a recording 

from an expensive CD player or 

record deck, replay it and it sounds 
just like an expensive CD player or 

record deck. 

It seems as though the battle 

between MiniDisc and 

CD-Recordable is far from over. 

Philips may have trumped mid-price 
MiniDisc players with their 
CDR 870 but the 1A5OES shows just 

how good MiniDisc can get when a 

big multi-national gets serious. Let 
battle commence • 

Sony MDS-JASOES 

£1299.99 

Sony 

The Heights, 

Brooklands, 

Weybridge, 

Surrey KT13 OXVV 

Tel: 01932 816000 

WORLD VERDICT 

0000 

At _CI 300 the 

Sony isn't cheap 
but for the sound 
on offer it isn't 

expensive either. 
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0 IGNATURE II 
IND POWER AMPS 

HEYBROOK 

SOURCE RALANCE 

IEN2 •••• 

or' "*•;\ 

HEYBROOK 

• 
STEREO CONTROt MEIER 

NO1,1,1 

(Signature 

VOLUME 

oS'ignatu re. 

One lucky winner this month will become the proud owner of Heybrook's 
Signature II pre and power amplifiers. 

H 
eybrook are celebrating their 20th year of building 

hi-fi by offering the Signature II Stereo Control 

Amplifier arid Stereo Power Amplifier (reviewed 

together in last May's Hi-Fi World) as this month's 

prize. 

The company started life back in 1978 making loudspeakers 

in their works overlooking Heybrook Bay in Devon. The first 

arrival, the compact HB2, was followed by the near-legendary 

HB I which survives to this day in its third incarnation and later 

the be-ribboned Sextet. 

Amplification was added to loudspeakers in 1991 with the 

appearance of the four-box Signature series pre and power. 

Styled in black with rich Birdseye Maple trim, they matched the 

CI APRIL 1998 

Sextet's wood-veneer finish. Now there's the revised Signature Il 

series of electronics, consisting of a line-level pre-amplifier with 

six inputs, a 100watt power amplifier and a one-box CD player 

using Burr-Brown hybrid convertors. 

Ketan Bharadia found the amplifiers had that enviable ability 

to pick out detail and present it in a natural and unforced 

manner. Listening to Wagner's Traume he discovered, "a fine 

sense of scale which complemented an unforced presentation of 

detail, while violin, often sounding flat and dull, was 

reproduced with colour and life". 

"Where the Signature Ils impressed me particularly," wrote 

Jon Marks, "was with their handling of piano. The instrument's 

upper registers were free of the oft-heard transistor graininess, 
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sounding instead smooth and coherent." With more up-tempo 
music the Heybrooks showed they could also deliver power with 
control (Noel's test of the power amplifier showed Heybrook's 

rating of 100watts into 8ohms to be conservative - he measured 
136watts into 8ohms, and a 'speaking-frying 210watts into 

4ohms). 

With John Lee Hooker's 'Boom Boom', "cymbals and guitar 

had power without harshness, and timing was appealingly 
precise, helping the Signatures to relay the funkiness of this CD. 

With the Heybrooks, there was true life and drive." 
The £555 Signature II pre-amplifier offers six inputs for line-

level sources, including two tape loops, with three main outputs 

to the power amplifier: a Direct Out for use with short 

interconnects and two buffered outputs for longer cable runs. 

The volume potentiometer has been kept out of the signal path to 
the benefit of sound quality; in this case it controls gain by 
varying the amount of feedback. 

The £1045 Signature II power amp is a low-distortion, wide-
bandwidth design weighing in at 10kgs. The heatsinking is 

COMPETITION ENTRY QUESTIONS 

I ) What was Heybrook's first loudspeaker design called? 
A. HB I B. HB2 C. Sextet D. Octet 

2) How many line-level inputs does the Signature 11 
pre-amp have? 

A. 1 B. 10 C. 6 D. 0 

3) How much does the Signature 11 power amplifier cost? 
A. £ 1500 B. £ 1045 C. £2000 D. £750 

4) What class does the Signature II power amp's output 
stage work in? 

A. Pure class A B. Class AB 

C. Class D D. Class of '88 

5) This year Heybrook are celebrating 20 years of what? 

A. Life with the Cornish pixies B. Hi-fi manufacturing 

C. Baking bread D. Making hay 

TIE BREAKER (obligatory) 
Complete the following in less than 30 words 
Classy design and looks combine, 

In Heybrook's Signature II amp design, 

With one box for pre and one for power, 
Your system will never again sound dour 

Name:   

Address:   

Post Code:  Tel No.  

Please do not add my name to your mailing list. 

concealed within the casework where it was exposed on the 

previous version. The class AB output stage uses DC servo 
control to reduce DC offset at the 'speaker terminals and also 

monitors the output for dangerous loads. Its ample reserves of 

power mean it will happily partner most loudspeakers without 
running out of steam. 

If you'd like to be in the running to win this duo, just answer 
the questions opposite and complete the tie breaker. Send in the 

entry form on the back of a sealed envelope or post card to reach 
us before April 2nd to: 

Heybrook Competition 
Hi-Fi World Magazine, 
64 Castel la i n Road, 

Maida Vale, 

London W9 1EX 

Don't forget to include your name, address and telephone 

number if possible so that we can contact the winner promptly. 

COMPETITION 
WINNER 

FEBRUARY ISSUE COMPETITION 

We were calling all digiphiles in February with Pink 

Triangle's f2100 Litaural CD player as a prize. Taking 
home the PT will be 

MICHELLE EDWARDS 

of Welwyn, Herts 

Congratulations! 

COMPETITION RULES AND CONDITIONS 

[11 Only one entry per household. Multiple entries will be automatically 

disqualified. 

[21 In the event of more than one entrant submitting all-correct answers, the 

winner will be picked from the tie-breaker by the Editor. We will endeavour 

to publish the results in the second issue following the closing date. 

131 Purchase of the magazine is not a precondition of entry. 

[4] No correspondence will be entered into; the Editor's decision is final. 

[51 No employees of Audio Publishing Ltd. or of any companies associated 

with the production or distribution of the prizes may enter. 
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SOUND 

MUSIC 
The Alternative Hi-Fi Shop 

Come and hear why 

93-95 Nantwich Road 

Crewe 

Tel: 01270 - 214143 

AKG, AVI, ALCHEMIST, B.C.D., BLUEPRINT, CHORD CO., DYNAUDIO, DEVA, 

DYNAVECTOR, ELECTROCOMPANIET, JOHN SHEARNE, KEF, LEXICON, 

MYRYAD, MICHELL, NORDOST, ORTOFON, PROJECT, PROJEKT STANDS, QLN, 

RESTEK, ROKSAN, STANDS UNIQUE, TEAC, 

Upgradeable Hi Fi 

Whatever will they think of next? 
With Arcam upgradeable Hi Fi, you know you've made a sound investment. Pre-defined upgrade paths 
make our products some of the most flexible on the market. Of course they sound great too. Put them 
through your own test at the show where Arcam will demonstrate the powerful new Alpha 10 series 
amplifiers with our new CD player - the Alpha 8SE. 

ARCAM 
Hi-Fi with a Future 

See us in the London Suite. 

A & R Cambridge Ltd. Pembroke Ave. Waterbeach, 
Cambridge CB5 9PB 

Tel: 01223 -203203 Fax: 01223-863384 
E-Mail: custerv@arcam.co.uk 
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Review 

GETTING 
Andrew Harrison investigates Aiwa's £ 150 AD-F850 three-head 

G
¡ven the specification of 
this deck, and then the 

price, I found myself 

doing a double-take. 

Less than £150 for a three-head, 
dual-capstan cassette recorder? But 

yes, that is the enviable niche this 

Aiwa AD-F850 fills. Time was 
when, as a fiscally-deficient student, 

I was forever scouting the classifieds 

for a successor to my smoked Teac - 

the acceptance criteria being great 
sound, a stable mechanism, off-tape 

monitoring and discreet looks. And 
this Aiwa might have been The 

One, if it had been an option at the 

time. 
Performance-oriented features 

this machine can usefully boast 

include the dual-capstan transport 

for improved pitch stability; three 

separate heads for erase, playback 
and recording; bias tuning for tape 

matching; and Dolby HX Pro to 

extend high frequency headroom. 
When recording, you'll find that 

the peak level meters light up to 16 

segments a channel (although, 
typical of 99% of all decks, the 

'minus infinity' LED is constantly 

lit). The entire display can even be 

switched off. ( Purists may like to 

note that sound quality remained 

indifferent to the state of 

illumination). 

To keep the vipers at bay, Dolby 

B and C noise-reduction systems are 

fitted, as is an MPX filter. I was also 
pleased to discover a tape counter 

running in minutes and seconds. 
Alas, this ' linear counter' is a kind of 
pseudo-real-time counter which 

only approximates elapsed playing 
times. More useful perhaps was a 

music search facility, an almost 

compulsory feature for analogue 

tape in a digital age. 

SOUNDING OFF 
On pre-recorded tapes the AD-F850 
was accomplished. It may not have 

been as master tape-ish as a high-

end machine, but clear, smooth 

musical renditions were the order of 

Aiwa AD-F850 £149.95 the day. 
Lesley Garrett soared above the 

Philharmonia Orchestra on her 

Prima Dona album, only an 
occasional climax causing her to 

lose her way. Then again, on my 
reference Nakamichi CR4 the same 

peaks are only just cleared without 

troubling the ear doctor. 

One of my most treasured pre-

recordeds, Kyung Wha Chung's 

1972 performance of Tchaikovsky's 

Violin Concerto, suffered from a 

reduced sound stage behind a less 

articulate solo violin, but this is a 
minor criticism of an otherwise 

worthy replaying. 

FOR THE RECORD 
Recordings made on chrome and 
metal tapes Sony Metal ES, Maxell 

UDII Chrome) were exemplary on 

the Aiwa and obviously benefited 

from the manual bias current and 

record level sensitivity adjustments. 
A softening of cymbal harmonics 

was one indication of whether 

source or tape was being monitored. 

Thanks to the HX Pro, Ferrics too 

proved quite extended after a little 

cassette 

tuning. The instruction manual even 
lists over 70 different tape types 

with guidelines on necessary bias 

levels. This kind of tweakability 

shows the AD-F850's potential as an 
enthusiast's machine - it rewards 

attention to fine tuning. 
Recording from radio is much 

easier with a three-head deck than a 

two-head one. Because you don't 

get the opportunity to replay the 

same piece of source material while 

checking levels, the recording 

process is speeded up if levels can 

be monitored and adjusted 'on the 

hoof' like this. 
In day to day use the Aiwa 

proved an easy deck to live with. 
You could gripe about the 

lightweight construction, the 

agricultural 'clonks of the 

mechanism jumping to life and the 
pointless AMTS light (why waste a 

display light on telling people that 

inside the door lurks an Anti-

Modulation Tape Stabiliser?) At the 

back of my mind though I could 

hear the price tag as it swung to the 

sounds of a very capable cassette 

deck. Analogue recording lives 

healthily on in the AD-F850 • 

deck. 

Richer Sounds 

Fiankey Place, 

London SE1 4BB 

Tel: 0171 940 2240 

WORLD VERDICT 

0000 
No Dolby S, but 

three heads and 

two capstans 

make the 

AD-F850 a 

bargain. 

\ ••( I Per forManCe 

pill 

HI-Fl WORLD APRIL 1998 



asses by Ray-Ban, 

by Cerruti, 

h by Cartier, 

Reference 

The Reference Series by Marantz is available exclusively at the following premium dealers: 
Aberdeen, Holborn Hi-Fi 01224 58571. Beckenham. Musical Images 0181 663 3777. Bedford. Richards Audio Visual 01234 365165. Belfast. 
Audio Times 01232 249117. Belfast, LRG 01232 451381. Birmingham. Music Matters 0121 429 2811. Bolton, Cleartone Hi-Fi 01204 531423. 
Bradford, Cleartone Hi-F. 01274 575000. Bristol. Radford 0117 9441010. Camberley, Tru-Fi 01276 686414. Cambridge, The Audiofile 
01223 368305. Carlisle. Peter Tyson 01228 46756. Central London, Hi-Fi Experience 0171 580 3535. Central London. Selfridges 
0171 318 3691. Chester, Peters Hi-Fi 01244 319192. Coventry, Frank Harvey 01203 525200. Edinburgh, Hi-Fi Corner 0131 556 7901. Enfield, 
Audio T 0181 367 3132. Folkestone, Vi Hi-Fi 01303 256860. Gateshead. Lintone Audio 0191 477 4167. Glasgow, Bill Hutchinson 0141 248 2857. 
Gloucester, Audio Excellence 01452 303046. Hanow, Harrow Audio 0181 863 0938. Hastings. Adams and Jarrett 01424 437165. Headington. 
Audio T 01865 765961. Hounslow, Musical Images 0181 569 5802. Huddersfield, Huddersfield Hi-Fi 01484 544668. Islington, N7, Bartletts 
0171 607 2296. Leeds. Superfi 0113 2449075. Leicester, Leicester Hi-Fi 0116 2539753. Manchester, Bill Hutchinson 0161 835 1366. 
New Malden, Grandie 0181 336 0012. Northampton. Superfi 01604 24488. Norwich, Martins Hi-Fi 01603 627010. Oxford, Oxford Audio 
Consultants 01865 790879. Poole, Movement Audio 01202 730865. Portsmouth, Now That's Hi-Fi 01705 811230. Preston, Practical Hi-Fi 
01772 883958. Reading. B and B Hi-Fi 01734 583730. Shrewsbury, Shropshire Hi-Fi 01743 232317. Southampton. Southampton Hi-Fi 
01703 228434. Stevenage, Audiovision 01438 355800. Stockport, Superfi 0161 429 9080. Swansea. Audio Excellence 01792 474608. 
Walsall, Sound Academy 01922 493499. Warring/ton, Practical Hi-F1 01925 632179. West Hampstead, Audio T 0171 794 7848. Woking. 
Bartletts 01483 771175, Worthing, Phase 3 Hi-Fl 01903 2455770. link, Vickers Hi-Fl 01904 629659. 

Series 

BUIRMW.MR111.11'7' 

PURE HIGH FIDELITY 

TELEPHONE: 01753 680868 

Visit our Internet pages on 

http://www.marantz.com 



Review 

THE 

Jon Marks gets down with REL's £500 

Q100E subwoofer. 

"Please, Sir, can I have some more?" 

OK, so Oliver Twist wasn't talking 
about bass and his hi-fi but many 

modern-day system-owners are. The 
problem with small rooms is that, 

nine times out of ten, they suit small 

'speakers better than large. And 
small 'speakers mean small bass. 

Cue REL's Q1 00E subwoofer, which 

masterfully masquerades as a large, 
black box in order to blend in with 
the rest of your furniture. 

The perennial problem with 
subwoofers is how to get them to 

sound as if they aren't there. After 

all, a good sub should do as much 

for sound staging as it does for sheer 

bass extension and power. Even 

with the aid of our FFT and Bruel 
and Kjaer measuring mic, 

integrating the REL with the Jamo 
Concert 8s and B&W CDM1SEs was 
tough. Eventually we managed a fair 

compromise that took the bass 

down to below 20Hz without 

booming thanks to some fine 
twiddling of the REL's volume 
control. 

One thing to watch out for, as 

the manual points out, is that the 
REL is resting on a solid foundation. 

We moved it around our room and 

found it wasn't happy on the 
wooden boards of a sprung floor 

judging from how slow and sludgy 
its bass was. So we planted its 

spikes on the concrete base of the 

fireplace and that speeded up its 
whole sound. 

Finally, we went through the 

various ways of hooking the Q1 00E 
up to the rest of the system, first 

with a selection of interconnects 

(Roksan, Kimber, van den 

Hul) from The Audio 

Analogue Bellini pre-amp's 

output sockets to the REL's line-
level input. Then we ran the 

supplied cable from AA's Donizetti 

power amp loudspeaker terminals to 
the sub's Neutrik Speakon socket, of 

which REL says, "This means that 
the character of the bass from the 

main system is carried forward into 
the sub-bass." I have to say I heard 

no glaring tonal differences between 

the two connection methods. 

BASS ACE 
So, after all the hard work of 

blending the REL in with your main 

'speakers, how does it sound? Like 
the other REL subs we've listened to, 

rather good. Given about a week to 

burn in and free up, this sub went 

from sticking out like a sore thumb 

to disappearing into the sound stage. 
A piece of music I grew fond of 

over the course of my acquaintance 
with the Q100E was a track from an 

HDCD sampler. Wills' The Vikings 

with the Dallas symphony orchestra 
and Paul Riedo on organ contains 

the sort of low bass that rearranges 
your internal organs. Although both 

the Concert 8s and CDM1SEs had 
convincing stabs at handling the 

longest organ pipes by themselves, 
bringing in the REL bolstered the 

deepest notes substantially. What it 
also did was give these loudspeakers 

a slightly warmer, more amenable 
overall tonal balance. 

Turning off the sub had the 
clearly audible effect of making the 

bass drier and flattening the sound 

stage. 

All the 

recordings 
which 

capture the 
space of their 

venue reacted in the same way, 
whether it was solo guitar or a Big 

Band in full swing. 

For headbangers whose favourite 
party bass crashes and bangs all the 

time, the REL possesses a 

Depth/Slam control. The former 
gives the flattest, most extended 

response while the latter puts in a 

broad peak from 40Hz-120Hz. 
That the REL Q1 00E does its job 

well is not in doubt; its adjustable 
roll-off frequency, volume and 

phase controls put many other 

members of the sub species to 

shame, and the 100watts from its 

internal amp won't see it running 

out of steam quickly. However, at 

times it sounded a touch slow 

compared to the Jamos (although 

not the B&Ws), and while it's an 
effective upgrade, £500 looks a 

shade expensive. Still, take the time 
to get the best from it and the 

Q1 00E could be hard to live 
without • 

REL Q100E 

REL Acoustics 

North Road, 

Bridgend Industrial 

Estate, 

Mid-Glamorgan 

CF31 3TP 

Tel: 01656 768777 

£495 

I WORLD VERDICT 

000 
Another capable 

sub from REL that 

boosts bass and 
improves sound 
staging. 

Measured Performance 

see p111 

HI-FI WORLD 
APRIL 1998 



RINGMAT 
FOR RECORD LOVERS 

RINGMAT IS NOW THE ESSENTIAL INTERFACE 
BETWEEN LPS AND MOST TURNTABLE PLATTERS 

RINGMAT has been consistently acclaimed around the world by 
record lovers and hi-fi record reviewers for its outstanding 
performance and cost-effectiveness. The XLR version of the 330 
MkII, at £47.50, allows the stylus to track even more securely; the 
sound is fuller and more natural and, as the bass line goes deeper. 

there is even greater power and expression. 

TREAT YOUR TURNTABLE TO ITS MOST COST 

EFFECTIVE UPGRADE EVER! 

"With the XLR a whole layer of hazy near-congestion was 
removed, the acoustic was clearer and support lines more 
apparent, such as quiet bass accompaniment figures. You wanted 
to go on listening indefinitely; also you could still listen 
comfortably at higher replay levels An essential replacement 
for the 12m felt or rubber mat for any critical listener, the MkII 
remains very satisfactory, but the XLR at £47.50 is even better." 

Christopher Breunig 
(Hi-Fi News & Record Review, April 1996) 

"With a Van Morrison album....The saxophone had a more natural 
timbre and, again, seemed better separated from the rest of the 
mix. There was also an improvement in the decay of the cymbals. 
The scale of the music was heightened, helped by a more focused 
bass line...in my opinion the Ringmat is still the best turntable 
accessory under £50." 

Dominic Todd 
(Hi-Fi World, August 1996) 

"For me, this is the only mat that has mattered on my AR ES-1 
tumtable...I can tell you that the new mat is superior to the old. I 
heard greater clarity, focus, slightly tighter bass, and a deeper 
wider sound-stage. Dynamics improved too." 

Sam Tellig 
(STEREOPHILE, Vol 19, No 11, November 1996) 

There is an exchange scheme for earlier RINGMATS 

RINGMATS can be obtained through good hi-fi retailers or 
on mail order ( p&p: £2.50 UK, £5.50 outside UK) 

RINGMAT PLATTER INSERTS 

for Roksan & Garrard turntables 
SIGNIFICANT IMPROVEMENTS IN SOUND QUALITY 

WHEN USED WITH RINGMAT 330 MKII & XLR 

PRICES (Post free UK) 
1.6mIn Insert for Garrard 401 and similar platters 
4.6Inin insert for Roksan Xerxes & similar platters 

For more information or mail order contact: 

£4.50 
£6.25 

RINGMAT DEVELOPMENTS 
PO Box 200, Brentwood, Essex CM15 9FB, GB 

Tel: +44 (0)1277 200 210 Fax: +44 (0)1277 201 225 

10/12 Chapel Place 
Tunbridge Wells 
Kent TN1 1YQ 

Tele hone: 01892 547003 
Facsimilie: 01892 547004 

DO YOU BUY YOUR HIFI ON 
REVIEWS OR DO YOU LET 
YOUR EARS DECIDE? 

If your answer is the latter then we are the dealer for you. The only 
way to achieve musical satisfaction is to use your ears and not 
somebody elses. There is of course, some merit in most reviews but 
many many times over our 35 years experience in the trade we have 
found that Hi-Fi bought on this basis has very often resulted in 
disappointment. At SOUNDS OF MUSIC we offer a very special 
trial service to combat this possible situation so the end results will 
always be to your satisfaction. You may eventually choose a product 
that was the subject of a very good review but if you do not agree with 
the reviews findings, with us you always have an alternative route. As 
you can see from our extensive product list below, we handle many of 
the worlds very best products and within each name we have listed, 
there is a product that merits the description 'excellent performance' 
The items shown below represent some of our favourite products 
delivering the finest performances in their respective price ranges. 
Come and audition theses superb items alongside our other world class 
products. call for an appointment today. If music is your priority then 
SOUNDS OF MUSIC is the right place to come. 
AUDIO SYNTHESIS • 

AUDIO PHYSICS • 

APOLLO • AUDION • 

AUDIO NOTE. AUDIO 

RESEARCH • AUDIO 

ANALOGUE • ALTIS 

ANTHEM • AVI • ATC • 

ALON • ACOUSTIC 

ENERGY • ATACAMA • 

ARTEMIS • BCD • BASE • 

BALANCED AUDIO 

TECHNOLOGY • B&W • 

BOW • CONVERGENT 

AUDIO TECHNOLOGY • 

CHORD • COPLAND • 

CADENCE • COGAN/HALL 

• CABLE TALK • C R 

DEVELOPMENTS • 

DUNLAVY • DAC • 

EGGLESTON WORKS • 

EXPOSURE • 

ELECTROCOMPANIET • 

EIXOS • F M ACOUSTICS • 

GENESIS • GRAHAM • 

GRAFF • GOERTZ • 

GOLDRING • GERSHMAN 

ACOUSTICS • HARBETH • 

HELIOS • INFINITY • 

JAMO • J M LABS • 

KOETSU • KRELL • KEF • 

KLIPSCH • KIMBER • 

LUMLEY • LYRA • L.A.T 

LAVARDIN • MUSICAL 

TECHNOLOGY • MIT • 

MAGNUM 

(-1r -nonths trial 
exchange 
system  

PASS ALEPH 3 
STEREOPHILE AMPLIFIER 

OF 1997 

C.A.T. JLI 
moNont.ocK 

LNI I MK11 

STOP PRESS 

• MAGNUM DYNALAB • 

MICROMEGA • MYRYAD • 

MARANTZ • MORDAUNT 

SHORT • MAGNA PLANAR 

• MARTIN LOGAN • 

MICHELL • NEAT • 

NORDOST • NOTTINGHAM 

ANALOGUE • OPERA • 

OPTIMUM • ORTOFON • 

ORELLE • OSBORN • 

PROMENADE • PURIST 

AUDIO • PASS • PRO-AC • 

PINK TRIANGLE • OED • 

QUAD • RUARK • RESTER 

• REL • ROKSAN • 

ROLAND • SME • 

SEOUERRA • SHURE • 

SENNHIESER • 

SOUNDSTYLE • SONIC 

FRONTIERS • SUNFIRE • 

SPENDOR • SONUS-

FABER • STANDS UNIQUE 

• TARGET • TRILOGY • 

TANNOY • TOTEM • TALK 

• TRANSPARENT • 

TRANSFIGURATION • 

THETA • TOWNSHEND • 

TRICHORD • THORENS • 

TEAC • TRIANGLE • 

UNISON RESEARCH • VAC 

• VON SCHWEIKERT • 

WOODSIDE • WILSON 

BENESCH • WADIA • 

WILSON AUDIO • XTC • 

LUMLEY SILVER 10/4 
NEW SPEAKER CABLE. ABSOLUTELY STUNNING 

http://www.sounds-of-music.co.uk 

XLC 
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Review  

ZEROS 

a  NES 
Andrew Harrison slips between DAC and transport with three digital cables from 

CableTalk, The Chord Company and Kimber. 

t has taken a while, but now nobody would deny the 
fact - the pieces of wire we use to string hi-fi 

components together influence the final sound. After 
interconnects and 'speaker cables, digital leads are 

the last to have their sonic characteristics recognised. In 

the quest for a leading link, we tried three digital 

interconnects between our Teac P-30 transport and Pink 
Triangle Da Capo DAC. 

CABLETALK DIGITAL 2 £77.95 
For anyone still thinking that digital playback is 

synonymous with a hard and steely listen, try this 

flexible little number from CableTalk. The Digital 2 was 
the most mellow and forgiving of these three cables, 

with rich, full tonal colour. It offered a large sound stage 

in which to admire the natural, almost organic quality of 
musicianship. 

On occasions this analoguesque sound showed itself 

as too warm for its own good; mild smearing of upper 
bass harmonics compromised the speed and slam of a 

band's rhythm section, slowing some tracks like Led 

Zeppelin's 'Good Times Bad Times'. And Kelli Dayton of 
the Sneaker Pimps was singing with conviction on ' Post 
Modern Sleaze', but she didn't want to upset your day 

too much with the rancour this tune bristles with. 
Of the three cables here this one took the longest to 

reveal its true colours during burn-in, but the wait was 

worth it, albeit with reservations about its blunting of 
knife-edge harmonics. 

CableTalk. Tel: 01252 373434 

CHORD COMPANY PRODAC £65.99 
The Prodac comes into your life all wound up like your 
car's front suspension spring. Its a narrow-bore solid-

core link which may need disciplining in its journey 

betwixt transport and DAC by virtue of its stubborn 
resistance to bending. 

This is a digital cable with a characteristically forward 

sound. Tonally both bright and bassy, the Prodac is 
quick with the beat and punchy with dynamics, 

although its bright balance doesn't do the hard sound of 
many CDs any favours. 

Such a presentation often enhances detail, but I was 
left feeling there was actually a light veil partially 

obscuring low-level subtleties - Kelli's vocals, while 
clearly articulated, were just a little recessed. Mind you, 

if sound staging is more your goal, the Prodac's uncanny 

stage width, especially on some Classical recordings, 
will please. 

In lean or neutral systems the Prodac would tip the 

scales too far to the bright side for the most people's 

comfort. Use it to liven up an overly warm sounding set-
up though and the results will be better. 

..... 

, 

j*.. 2Jk 

Chord Company. Tel: 01722 331674 

KIMBER KABLE 
ILLUMINATIONS DV-30 £70 
Fast, lively and revealing is how Kimber's middle-ground 
digital linkage came across. It conveys detail, and it's the 

right kind of detail - not stark and clinical, but tuneful 
and expressive. There was minimal blurring between 

images too, so vocals and guitar never became 
uncomfortably close partners. 

Rhythmically inspired like a well sorted Linn/Naim 

set-up, the DV-30's overall presentation was controlled 

and commanding - it conferred a sense of ' rightness' to 

the music it played. But it was with cool, funking grooves 
like Massive Attack's ' Be Thankful For What You Got' 
that the Kimber showed its ace of seamless integration 

between the various ingredients of the song - this is a 
cable that just begged to be left in circuit to transmit 
more music. 

Kimber (RATA). Tel: 0800 373467 
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World Mail 

Letter 
of the 
Month 
The writer of the 'Letter 

of the Month' wins 
a free subscription 

to Hi-Fi World 

of searching through the trends, tads or tor the love of Music.? 

and marketing of the hi-fi industry and Tim Birch 

building systems accordingly, I have Derby. 

never come 
within a 

hundred miles 

of my 

expectations. 
I know that 

the perfect 

system does 
not exist, and I 

have heard 

some top 

systems. What 

matters is the 

music itself, 
which will 

TO HELL WITH HI-FI shine through 

I am fed up with hi-fi. Let me explain. I anything if 

have never been able to re-create the your heart is 

sense of awe and beauty I felt when I open to hear, 

listened to my mate's dad's cheapo as mine was 

music centre through a pair of ultra- 20 years ago. I 

budget headphones. The venue: a back make no 
street in Grimsby. The time: 1977. The judgements 

music: Pink Floyd's Dark Side Of The and I offer no 

Moon. This was the first time I had answers, just a 
heard music that wasn't coming out of question for 

the telly and we were just about to other readers, 

celebrate the Queen's Silver Jubilee in one which is 

the street party outside. posed on every 

That was a long time ago. I play cover of your 
guitar myself in a local band now and magazine. Do 

the hi-fi system I own cost more to buy we buy Hi-Fi 

second-hand than my mate's dad paid because Hi-Fi 
for his house. Yet, despite over 20 years is our World, 

Great music will have an impact on you whether you hear it through an expensive 

system or just a cheap trannie. 

WRITE & WIN WITH HI- Fl WORLD! 

Every letter we print wins a 

superb prize! 

Decca record brushes, Chord Co. 

interconnects, Audio Electronics 

books, Ringmat Statmats, DNM Licon 

contact enhancer, Nimbus Records 

CD box-sets and a FREE subscription 

to Hi-Fi World for the best letter of 

the month! Please write, fax or E-mail 

to Hi-Fi World Mail, 64 Castellain Rd, 

Maida Vale, London W9 1EX 

Fax: 0171 289 5620 

E-mail: edit@hi-fiworld.co.uk 

o 
THE 

STYLE 
ISSUE 

A *thole , 
'issue of great 
hi- ii oith 

cowering. * w ..sort ousecws... 
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World Mail 

EAR 'ERE 

System: Quad 34/306 amplification, 

Quad FM3 tuner, Technics SL-PG570A 

CD player, Aiwa XD-S260 DAT (not 

working), Linn Index Plus 2 'speakers on 

Apollo stands, Monsterlink 200 
interconnects and Cable Talk 4.1 
loudspeaker cables. The 'speaker stands 

rest on two concrete slabs. 
I recently read one of the tweaking 

ideas of Peter Belt. It ran: place a piece 

of paper under every fourth foot of four-

One of the best cheap upgrades around is to slip a 

concrete slab under each 'speaker stand to extend 

and tighten bass. Marble works well too. 

footed components. Since the feet are 

not numbered, which one is the fourth, 

or am I being naive?I must be, the bits of 

paper are all in place to no noticeable 

effect (under the wrong foot perhaps?) 

One suggestion (from a different 
source) which has worked is to place a 

concrete slab under the 'speaker stands. 
This is worth many times the £2 

investment! 

The next tweak I'm considering is to 

take the crossovers out of the 'speakers. 
Should they be put in containers of some 

kind or is it a waste of time? 

The other query is about my DAT 

recorder, which has taken to making 

weird noises or not making any noises at 
all. Two local hi-fi shops said that there 
is a £40 inspection fee with no assurance 

that it can be repaired. Being a Yorkshire 

man, I am loathe to part wi' mi brass 

only to throw t'machine away! Can you 
suggest any less painful remedy? 

Thanks for a highly readable mag. 

Derek Wood 

Shipley, 

West Yorks. 

Trust your ears! You have more 
experience than anyone else with 
your system, and if you can't hear 
any difference in sound qualihj 
when you've done the paper round 

a la Belt, then it's probably because 
there IS no difference. 

On the other hand, if the 
improvement is blindingly obvious 
and only costs £2 (concrete slabs 
under 'speaker stands) then self-
congratulation might be in order. 

Removing the crossovers from 
inside your loudspeakers' cabinets 
will definitely improve the sound 
as the components won't be taking 
a sonic battering from the rear 
radiation of the mid/bass unit. Put 
the crossovers in plastic or 
aluminium boxes (not steel) and 
you should find you get a 
smoother, more open sound. 

You might be able to find a hi-fi 
shop which will charge you an 
inspection fee of less than £40, but 
it's unlikely you'll find one which 
doesn't charge at all. Opening up a 
piece of hi-fi and tracking down a 
fault can be a very time-consuming 
process. On the other hand, if the 
shop's engineer is experienced, he 
should already be familiar with 
most common faults. The answer is 
to shop around for the best deal. 
1114 

Make The Chord Company's Cobra 2 

interconnects your next system upgrade. 

Chord Co. Tel: 01722 331674 

AIN'T GROOVIN' 
I am writing in the hope that you can 

steer my vinyl replay back on course. 

lam currently disappointed with my 

Gyrodec/RB300/Ortofon MC 20 Supreme 

in comparison with my previous front-end 

(Systemdek IIX/RB250/Ortofon MC 15 
Super II). The latest sounds flat, lifeless 

and muffled. I have spent many hours 

tweaking to no avail. Both Rega arms 

have been rewired with van den Hul 

cable and a Rotel RQ-970 has been used 

as an MC phono stage for both. 

The rest of my amplification consists of 
an Art Audio VPL special pre-amp and Art 
Audio Quintet monoblocs driving ProAc 

Studio 1 Mk11 loudspeakers. Interconnects 

are van den Hul silver-plated hybrids, 

with 'speaker wire provided by Audio 

Quest (Indigo).1 have tried using the 

Ortofon T20 II step-up transformer into 

the VPL's phono (MM) input, and am now 

contemplating the construction of your 

last published valve head-amp design in 

an attempt to regain the missing 'sparkle'. 

I am really at a loss to localise the 

problem. The questions facing me are; 
will buying the Gyro Power PSU really 

make that much difference (I currently use 

the supplied transformer); should I step 

back to an Ortofon MC 25 FL or is there 

anything Ican do without throwing too 

much money at the problem? 

Chris Vaughan 

Kent. 

There's no way a Gyrodec, RB300 
and MC 20 Supreme should sound, 
"flat, lifeless and muffled." As long 
as the constituent parts have been 
set up properly you should hear 
much more music and detail from 
this source than your previous one. 

First check the Gyrodec's platter 
is level and its suspension moves 
freely. Then make sure the cartridge 
is tracking at around 2gms with the 
bias set to 2 as well (these are only 
approximate figures - 
experimentation pays). Finally 
confirm the cartridge is accurately 

In a re-wired RB300 a cartridge of the calibre of 

Ortofon's MC 20 Supreme should sound lively and 

involving. 

aligned with a decent alignment 
gauge like the one we printed in our 
September 1997 issue. 

If this fails try mounting the 
RB250 and MC15 Super II (if you 
still have them) on the Gyrodec in 
case the problem lies with arm or 
cartridge. IM 

Keep your grooves clean with one of 

Decca's 2+2 record brushes from 

Vivante. Vivante Tel: 0181 977 6600 
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AILDHO 
1,7_,U2HON 

acürus 

ANOTHER acurus FIRST - THE CD PLAYER WITH AIR SUSPENSION 

23 Langley Broom 

Langley, Berkshire SL3 8NB 

TEL: (01753) 542761: FAX: (-01753) 772532 

\ccurac\ from tlw IS 1 

acurus 
The range consists of - Integrated CD 

Player, 100w Integrated Amplifier, 2 Line 

Preamplifiers (one of which has full 

Remote Control), 3 Power Amplifiers 

(80/150/250w), and for Home Cinema 

2 Multi-Channel Amplifiers and a Suround 

Processor. 

An outboard Phono Stage MM/MC is also 

available for use with any preamplifier and 

is fully adjustable. 

Prices Range from £395 - £1,299 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION OR YOUR NEAREST STOCKIST PLEASE CONTACT - 

THE SOUTHWESTS PREMIER DEALEB 

WE STOCK EXCELLENT EQUIPMENT FROM: - 

ALCHEMIST * ATACAMA SUPPORTS * AUDIONOTE * AUDIO ANALYSIS * AUDIOQUEST AUDIO SPECTRUM BOSTON ACOUSTICS • CABLE TALK 

ELEMENTAL AUDIO STANDS 
GOLDRING • HENLEY DESIGNS * KELLY SPEAKERS MICHELL * MONITOR AUDIO • MUSICAL FIDEury • MYRYAD PRODUCTS * NORDOST CABLES * ORTOFON 

PARASOUND * PHILOSOPHY CABLES * PROJEKT STANDS PROJECT TURNTABLES 
REL • ACOUSTICS • S.M.E. * SONIC FRONTIER * SONIC LINK • STANDS UNIQUE 
STRAIGHT WIRE * TARGETS TEAC * TRIANGLE SPEAKERS • TRICHORD RESEARCH 

VOYD TURNTABLES 

NEW SONIC FRONTIERS ANTHEM CDI NOW ON DEM. 
NEW!  SONIC FRONTIERS TRANSPORT 3 & PROCESSOR 3 SOON AVAILABLE FOR DEM (PROCESSOR FUTURE PROOFED) 

QUALITY SECOND USER EOUIPME.NT 

LIST SALE 
AUDIO NOTE ONGAICU BOXED MINT 3 YRIS OLD £59,950 £22,500 
AUDIO NOTE ONGAKU BOXED MINT 4 YRIS OLD £59,950 £19,950 
AUDIO NOTE M7 PHONO PRE-AMP BOXED £18,000 £9,950 
AUDIO NOTE ANSc7 M.C. TRANSFORMER MINT £6.995 £3,795 
AUDIO ANALYSIS FULL RANGE RIBBON SPEAKERS 

(NOT RUN IN) BOXED MINT FROM FACTORY £4,995 £3,295 
KRELL KMA160 MONO BLOCKS BOXED MINT 6 YRIS £7,694 £2,995 

MICROMEGA DUO 3.1 TRANSPORT t DUO 2.1 DAC EX CON £2,695 £1,195 
QUAD 606 POWER 34 PRE COMBO BOXED £699 
LINN LP12 / ri-rocx LVII GOLDRING 1042(NEW) MINT £445 

J.R.T. REFERENCE SPEAKERS /STANDS INC. MINT BOX £825 £425 
EPOS ES14 WITH STANDS EX CON £700+ £325 
QUAD FM4 TUNER BOXED £249 
NAKAMICHI LX 53 HEAD CASSETTE MINT BOXED £349 
LIDDIAN D 103u VALVE CD PLAYER MINT BOXED £275 

FOR FRIENDLY ADVICE AND SERVICE 7 DAYS A WEEK 8am to lOpm 

CONTACT NIGEL ON 01326 221372 MOBILE 0498 554357 
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TRANSDUCER TURMOIL 
I ant writing to you in the hope that you 

will be able to guide me in my quest for 

a set of loudspeakers to match my system 

and, more importantly, my ears. 

Some history first! My 'old' system 
consisted of a Rega Planar 3 turntable 

with an A&R P77 cartridge, Nytech 

CA252 amp and ARC 050 loudspeakers. 

To me this was ideal for my vinyl and 

gave me the sound I wanted. 
Within the last year I have upgraded. 

I now have a Rega 3 on a split-slab 

plinth with Rega's RB300 arm and an 
Ortofon MC 15 Super II cartridge, a 

Naim CD3 (which I adore), Meridian 

101B pre-amp and 105 monoblocs (I 

like the sound even though they are old), 
and my ARC 050 'speakers. 
I use Naim's interconnects and Linn 

K20 'speaker cable. The system is set up 
in an alcove on 50mm by 50mm by 

6mm angle supports screwed to the wall 

and fitted with spikes, on top of which 

sits a 20mm shelf of MDF. The Rega is 
mounted on a custom stand fitted with 

lOmm plate glass above everything. 

I owned a pair of Acoustic Energy 

AE2s for a while and whilst they 

were/are a superb 'speaker, I had some 

trouble on occasional records/CDs with 

a lower bass boom. They are now gone 
and I need a quality substitute that will 

hold its own if and when I upgrade my 

front end as well as amp. 
I am willing to spend up to f1000 

second-hand unless you recommend 

otherwise and I agree with you! What 

would you say to something like the 

ProAc Response 2.5s? I hope you can 
help. My musical tastes are catholic. 

N. Stuparik 

Newport, 

Gwent. 

If veal want to avoid bass boom in a small room 

without sacrificing sound quality, Acoustic Energy's 

AE1 stand mounters bought second-hand are one 

option. 

Considering the bass boon: you 
experienced with the Acoustic 
Energy AE2s I think a good pair of 
mini monitors would serve you 
best. Going to the limit of your 
budget my first choice would be the 
Jamo Concert Ss. These are fast, 
clear and extremely transparent 
and should work well in a room 
such as yours, though I would pull 
them out away from the walls. 
I would also consider ProAc's 

Response 1SC. Though we haven't 
reviewed this latest version 
formally I liad the chance to listen 
to them at a recent hi-fi show and 
they sounded very promising 
indeed, having retained their 
predecessor's dynamic, musical 
quality and improved on their 
transparency, openness and bass. 
The 1SCs would be a better bet 
than the Response 2.5s you 
mention as they would have less 
tendency to boom in your room. 

As regards second-hand 
'speakers have a listen to Acoustic 
Energy AEls which are available 
with stands for between £500-£700 
and may well be exactly what you 
are looking for as you liked the 
AE2s. KB 

Make sure you're getting the most from 

your CDs with one of Ringmat's Statmat 

CD mats. 
Ringmat Tel: 01277 200210 

PRE-AMP PRESCRIPTION 

How do I improve my amplification 

without spending a fortune? My present 
system consists of a Meridian 200 

transport, an Audiolab 8000DAC 
convertor, an elderly Audiolab 8000A 
integrated amplifier and Rogers LS7T 

bi-wired 'speakers. The 8000A is very 

versatile but it sounds rather sterile and 

doesn't control the flabby bass of the 

LS7Ts. 

I'm thinking about a Quad 707 power, 

but you weren't too keen 

on the matching 77 pre-

amp. Is there a good 
remote-controlled pre-amp 

around for less than the 

Audiolab 8000Q? I also 
occasionally listen to my 

Systemdek IIX turntable, 
Linn Basik tone-arm and 

Denon DL160 high-output 

Moving-Coil cartridge. As many pre-

amplifiers are only line-level these days, 

is the answer here something like QED's 

little Discsaver or is there another low-
cost solution instead? My room is 19ft. by 

11.5ft. and I listen to Classical music and 

Jazz. 

Nick 011ett 

Essez. 

You're right to go for Quad's 707 

Once you've got your new power amp a ben& pre-amp k the next step 

power amplifier, but when funds 
permit audition Linn's Wakonda 
with its optional phono stage, 
Meridian's 501 with phono card and 
Meridian System Remote, and 
Cyrus 's Pre. All of these are strong 
performers and highly flexible too. 
Out of the three I'd plump for the 
Linn, which runs the Audiolab 
8000Q very close but has an 
excellent plug-in phono stage and is 
a fair bit cheaper too. Forget about 
the QED Discsaver; it's a fine 
budget device at only £35 but it's 
frankly not good enough in this 
company. DP 

Whether they run from source to pre, or 

pre to power, The Chord Company's 

Cobra 2 interconnects will benefit your 
system. 

Chord Co. Tel: 01722 331674 
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Visit our website at 
http://www.hi-fiworld.co.uk 

or send your e-mails to 
edit@hi-fiworld.co.uk 

STUDENT SOUNDS 

I am a student, and whilst 
on sandwich placement I 

built up my present system 

- Eltax Symphony 6 

loudspeakers, Arcam 

Alpha 8 amp, Denon TU-260L 

tuner, Aiwa ADF-450 cassette deck and 
the cheap but cheerful Marantz CD-36 
CD player. 

I have a couple of quid to spend and 
was looking toward upgrading the CD 
player. I had toyed around with halving 

the length of the captive mains lead or 
even opening the player up to hardwire 

in a decent lead but I don't really believe 

that the difference will be worth it. My 

system, although budget relative to the 
equipment that most of your readers talk 

about, is advanced in student land, 
believe me. 

I have been very happy with the 

sound, particularly the match achieved 

between the Arcam and Eltax. I now have 
£200 to spend. I can add a decent 

interconnect later. What might I audition? 

Cambridge's superb CD4SE CD player sounds like it 

should cost a lot more than its asking price of £200 

I listen to everything from Classical to 
Thrash (yes, such people do exist), so I 

guess that I am looking for an all-rounder. 

Or do you think that the CD player 
upgrade should wait till graduation and a 

bit more dosh - say £300-ish - to get any 

real difference? 

Gary Lawson 

(E-mail address withheld by request) 

The CD-36 is a rather humble 
machine that many £200 CD players 

these days would better. If you saw 

February's sub-£250 CD player 

group test you'll know that two 
of the hottest budget contenders 
around are Cambridge's CD4SE 

and Kenwood's DP-3080/1I. 

The Cambridge is the warmer 

and more fluid sounding of the two, 

but the Kenwood has greater treble 
transparency. As an all-rounder 
the Cambridge would be a more 

appropriate choice for your system, 

especially given the Symphony 6s' 
bright midrange. And I think you'll 

be very pleasantly surprised at just 
how good the best of budget players 

are now. By the way, if you do 

still want to change the mains 

lead, Kimber PowerKord from 

RATA, tel: 0800 373467, is the one to 

go for (see December I997's review). 

Fit a pair of Cobra 2 interconnects 

between your new Cambridge CD and 

Arcam amp. 

Chord Co. Tel: 01722 331 674 

BACK TO BALANCE 

I enjoy your magazine on a 

regular basis and am delighted to 

find you are on-line. My system is 
built up of the following bits and „,f3Ac.ec, 
pieces: Pioneer PDS-703 CD 

player coupled to a Krell KAV de ., no. e 

300i integrated amp driving 
Sonus Faber Minuettos on their 

iron and wood stands. 

My musical tastes are varied and lean 
towards female vocal and Jazz, some 

Pop and a little Classical. Obviously in 

terms of pricing the front end is where I 

am looking to upgrade and therein lies 
the quandary. 

Would the addition of an outboard 
DAC produce a significant improvement 

in sound quality? Is the Pioneer good 

enough to use as a respectable transport 

in this application? Would the Musical 

Fidelity X-DAC be worth considering or 
should I be spending a lot more money? 

If the DAC option is not favoured I could 
go to £ 1000 for a new CD player ( if I 

Partnering a decent transport Musical 

Fidelity's £300 X-DAC is guaranteed to make 

sweet music. 

have to!) 

Could you recommend suitable 

candidates to audition? Overall I am 

looking for even greater realism in my 

system. I value sound staging, detail 
retrieval and vocal quality - any advice 

you may give will be much appreciated. 

Ken Arrowsmith 

ken.arrowsmith@lion-nathan.com.aij 

A new DAC alone, even the highly-

capable £ 00 X-DAC from Musical 

Fidelity with its HDCD capability, 
is unlikely to bring home the 

musical bacon. While an out-board 

convertor will open up the sound 

from the Pioneer, the latter is not 
an ideal transport and will hold 

back the DAC. 

If you prefer the future 
upgradability of a two-box 

solution then there's Teac's T-1 

transport and matching DT-1 DAC. 

Another convertor to consider is 
the Musical Fidelity you 

mentioned. 

Within your £1000 budget also 
lie the one-box Roksan Caspian at 

£895 and Pink Triangle's £1000 

Numeral. AH 

Relax to the strains of English Choral 

Music with this eight-discbox-set from 
Nimbus Records. 

Nimbus Records. Tel: 01600 890007 

It you do not want your e-mail address published, please let us know. 
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TEN-YEAR ITCH 

I've been reading your magazine for 

some time and have been impressed by 
the articles and reviews. So why, when it 

comes to upgrading my own system, do I 
not have a clue where to start? My 

current set-up is: Cambridge SA200 

power amp, Cambridge C200 pre-amp, 

Linn LP12 (with Basik arm), Philips 

CD850 CD player and Linn 

Isobariks, plus Griffin 

'speakers in a separate room. 
After 10 years I'm due for 

an upgrade and the obvious 

candidates are the Cambridge 

amps or the Isobariks. But I 
only have £1000 to spend, so 

this probably limits me to 
second-hand equipment. I'm 

not too happy with the 
Isobariks - I actually prefer 

the Griffins - but to date I've 

only looked at Linn 'speakers. Any 
suggestions for something smaller? 

I. Plummer 

IPlummer@aol.com 

Your system is far from well 
balanced - Ivor T would have a 
coronary if he heard you were 

A Basik tone-arm isn't really going to do your LP12 justice. An Ittok wou 

make a better match. 

driving Isobariks from a Basik! 
If I were you I'd swap the 

'Batiks for something smaller and 
more modern like second-hand KEF 
Reference Series Ones or Heybrook 
Sextets. I'd spend the rest on a good 
second-hand Ittok LVIII and a new 
Goldring G1042 cartridge, plus a 
turntable tune-up. Expect better 

dynamics, tighter stereo 
imaging and faster bass - in 
short, your system should 
sound fun again. Later on, 
think about an LP12 Cirkus 
bearing mod, tasty 'speaker 
cables and eventually a new 
mid-price pre/power. DP 

Ringmat's Statmat will help lift the 
sound quality of your digital source 

Id higher. 
Ringmat Tel: 01277 200210 

CHAMP AMP 

I am looking for a power amp to 
match my ATC SCM10 loudspeakers. 

I know that this 'speaker is very hard 
to drive thanks to its low sensitivity.I 
am considering the following: Quad 

60611, Audiolab 8000P and one of 
Musical Fidelity's FX series. Which of the 

choices will match well? Any other 

comments at less than US $ 1200 would 

be welcome. 

Sam 

elvis.tam@escl.com.hk 

We really need more information 
on your system to give a firm 

For plenty of power that won't cost plenty of cash 

Quad's 707 power amp is one option. 

recommendation for a power 
amplifier but something like a 
Quad 707 (£799.95) would be a good 
place to start. This has replaced the 

60611 in Quad's range and is a great 
all-rounder with plenty of detail, 
speed and power. Though we 
haven't reviewed the Musical 
Fidelity amps formally, I have 
heard them sound promising. 
Another option to consider is AVI 
amplification which makes a good 
match with ATCs in general. Of the 
Audiolab 8000P, this has now been 
replaced by the 8000PX but I feel 
the Quad is a better option. KB 

Make sure you're getting top 

performance from your system with a 

bottle of DNM's Licon contad 

enhancer. DNM. Tel: 01277 227355 

SEEKING SUPERIOR 

SPEAKERS 
At the moment I'm the proud owner of a 

Linn Sondek/Valhalla/Basik Plus/Nagaoka 
MP11 Boron vinyl source, a Pioneer 

PDM6 CD player, Denon DR-640 

cassette deck, Naim 
NAC92/NAP90/Flatcap amplification and 

Heybrook HB2 'speakers. 
I have recently replaced my old Cyrus 

II amp with the Naim combination above 
as the first in a series of upgrades. I'd like 

your advice as to where I should go next 

to gain the maximum improvement. 
When I auditioned my new amps I 

listened to them through Ruark Sceptres 
which had a lot more punch than my old 

Heybrooks. While I enjoy the clarity of 
my new amp the midrange is a bit 

subdued. Should I upgrade my tone-arm 

and cartridge or go for a new pair of 
'speakers? I intend to spend about £800 

on each successive upgrade over the next 
18months with my final purchase being a 

CD player to replace the Pioneer. 

Mark Stevens 
STEVENMJ2@bp.com 

As your own experience suggests the 
Heybrook HB2s are the weak link. I 
feel replacement with a set of 
'speakers like the Castle Edens or 
Epos ES12s on good stands would 
be worthwhile. The next step in the 
upgrade path should be the arm and 
cartridge - something like an Ittok 
with an Ortofon MC 20 or MC 30 
Supreme. As for a CD player, how 
about a Mission Cyrus dAD3Q at 

Epos ES12s will give you the lively sound you're 

after. 

£900 or, bearing in mind your choice 
of amplifiers, the Naim CD3 at the 
same price? KB 

Keep your CDs sounding smooth with 

one of Ringmat's Statmats. 
Ringmat Tel: 01277 200210 
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Mlab 
by FOCAL 

GRANDE UTOPIA 

" For me, this is truly 
the ultimate 

desert - island 
loudspeaker" 
Jack English 

Stereofile. Volume 19 
No. 5. 

Sound Image UK Ltd 
52 Milton Road London SW14 8JR 
Tel 0181 255 6868 Fax 0181 255 6869 

Mlab 

- FRIDAY NIGHT IN SAN FRANCISCO - 
Take one of the world's greatest jazz rock guitarists (John 
McLaughlin), add one of the world's greatest jazz fusion 

guitarists (Al DiMeola) and combine with one of the world's 
greatest flamenco guitarists (Paco De Lucia), give them acoustic 
guitars and a live audience and you've got one of the greatest 

guitar albums ever! 

, MET nljj. a ss ripens(o 

This legendary recording of extraordinary guitar virtuosity, 
mastered from the original analogue session tapes by Willem 

Makee at Polygram's headquarters in Hannover and pressed 
on 180g virgin vinyl by Pallas in Germany, is now available as a 
Limited Audiophile pressing produced exclusively for Vivante 

for only: 

£19.95 + p&p 
TO ORDER YOUR COPY, OR TO REQUEST OUR CURRENT 

AUDIOPHILE VINYL OR CD CATALOGUES, 

PLEASE CONTACT: 

VIVANTE LONDON 
UNIT 4, 60 HIGH STREET, HAMPTON WICK, SURREY KT1 4DB 

TEL: 0181 977 6600 FAX:0181 977 4445 

EUROPE'S PREMIER AUDIOPHILE MAIL ORDER COMPANY 

D 
o 

THE 

CHORD 

COBRA 2 

NOW 

BETTER 

THAN EVER 

Cobra has evolved — higher 

grade oxygen free copper, 

improved dielectric, new 

balanced configuration. 

Deeper, tighter bass, 

controlled and open 

mid-range, sweet and 

detailed treble. A natural 

selection for your Hi-Fi. 

For further details contact: 

The Chord Company, 

30a Sarum Business Park, 

Portway, Salisbury, 

Wiltshire, SP4 6EA. 

Tel: 01722 331674 

Fax: 01722 411388 

VVWVV.CHORD.CO.UK. 

THE CHORD 

COMPANY 

LIMITED 
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MIGHTY MIDGET DIGIT 
I upgraded my system five years ago 

(from a Rega Planar 3, Cyrus and Tannoy 
Mercury 2s) to a Linn LP12/Akito/ K18, 

Linn Intek amp and Linn Helix 'speakers 

and stands. There is now also a Kenwood 

DP-X9010 transport and QED Digit DAC. 
I have not touched it since but now 

have 'permission' to return to the hi-fi 
fold. The only problem is that I am 

completely out of touch. Do you agree 

that I should get the LP12 serviced - it has 

not had a lot of use? Should I upgrade the 

DAC as well? To what - DPA or 

Meridian? Finally, is a change of amp 
called for? I have £1000 to spend. 

Roger Higgins 

Roger.Higgins@kpmg.co.uk 

I think it would indeed be a good 
idea to get the LP12 checked out 
just to make sure everything's 
running as it should. Get the dealer 
to examine the K18's stylus too. If 
it's not much longer for this world 
then upgrade to the DNM Mica 
(reviewed in February) which costs 
£135, if you trade in the Linn at the 
same time. 

Although a DPA Enlightenment 
or even the Marston Audio DAC 

(both reviewed 
in August 1997) 
would make a 
massive 
improvement 
to the sound of 
your silver 
discs, I'd 
recommend a 
different and 
more cost-
effective 
option. Add a 
QED Positron 
power supply 
to your Digit 
as this would 
offer a 
significant sonic boost 
Unfortunately QED no longer make 
the Positron so you'll have to try 
and find one second -hand, but 
don't pay more than £45 for it. 

If you fancy a bit of DlYing, try 
to pick up a pair of Positrons and 
modify the Digit so that the 
analogue and digital sections have 
their own dedicated supplies. We 
carried out this tweak in the June 
1993 Supplement and found it very 
effective. 

Alternatively, consider Musical 

Modifying one of QED's little Digit DACs will give you capable digital replay on a 

budget. 

Fidelity's X-DAC which combines 
fine sound quality with HDCD 
capability for £300. If, once you've 
done this, you still feel the system 
isn't sounding right take a look at 
your amp and 'speakers. A 
combination such as Audio 
Analogue's Puccini SE (£595) with 
either Mission 751 Freedoms or KEF 
Q35s (both at £350) should suit. KB 

You'll find hi-fi design elucidated with 

John Linsley Hood's Audio Electronics. 

Newnes Tel: 01865 310366 

SLIMMING 
At the moment my music is produced 

by an Arcam Alpha 6 CD player, 

Arcam Alpha amp and TDL RTL2 Mkl 

loudspeakers. These are strung 
together with Audioquest Topaz 

interconnects and Cable Talk Concert 
bi-wire cable. The TDLs are about 7ft. 

apart and stand in a heavily curtained 

bay window, 18in. from the rear wall. I 

listen to anything from Prokofiev to Nine 

Inch Nails (including Rage Against The 

Machine and Tom Waits just to be 

awkward). 

My problem? Whilst I get reasonable 

sound staging and am happy with the 
midrange/treble, I am constantly bothered 

by the flabby bass and lack of any real 

punch. I realise that the TDLs are always 
going to be a bit slow at the bottom end 

but I would like to tighten them up if 

possible. I have concentrated on looking 

at different amps, as the Arcam is a bit 
long in the tooth and I've got money 

burning a hole in my wallet. 

I have recently auditioned the 

Audiolab 8000A, Cyrus SL and Naim 

Nait 3 with my own equipment, but as 

Pioneer's tweaked A-300R Precision is a class-leader 

at only £400. 

these all came from different dealers I 

have been unable to do a side-by-side 

comparison. I was impressed by all three, 
particularly the upgrade potential of the 

Naim. Do you know of any other set-up 
that would suit my existing CD and 

'speakers? I have a budget of £700-£800. 
Incidentally, as the Arcam amp will 

probably end up being used as a 

bookend, are there any ways in which it 
can be internally tweaked to improve the 

sound? Any suggestions would be 
welcome. 

Sean Perry 

sean.perry@yirgin.net 

The TDLs aren't renowned for taut, 

punchy bass and no amount of amp 
switching will ever really instil 

an amplifier as part of an upgrade 
plan with a more expensive CD 

this quality in them. Unless you're 
intent on lashing out up to £800 on 

player and 'speakers to follow, I'd 
split your budget two ways. 

Pioneer's £400 A-300R Precision 
has great control, slam and 
musicality and would certainly 
outclass your Amain. Add a pair of 
£350 KEF Q35 floor standers and 
forget about your system's faults. 

Have a look in Supplements past 
and present for suggestions on 
tweaking with audiophile 
components. Your Arcam would 
certainly benefit from a few choice 
substitutions. If you want to do a 
comprehensive job though, you'll 
need a circuit diagram, a 
multimeter and a basic 
understanding of electronics. JA4 

Hear more of your music thanks to 

DNM's Licon contact enhancer. 

DNM. Tel: 01277 227355 
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WORLD LIBRARY 
NOW ON C 

BOOK TITLE 

LOUDSPEAKERS 

Loudspeakers: The Why & 
How of Good Reproduction 

Bullock on Boxes 

Electrostatic Loudspeaker 
Design & Construction 

The Loudspeaker Design 
Cook Book 5th Edition Vance Dickason 1090 June 93 - No.3 £22.95 £3.25 

Theory & Destgn of J.E. Benson 1140 April 95 - No.14 £23.95 £2.50 
Loudspeaker Enclosures 

High Performance Martin Collins 1350 Oct 97 - No.31 £24.95 £3.25 
Loudspeakers 

Loudspeaker & 
Headphone Handbook John Borwick 1360 Nov 96 - No.25 £50.00 £4.25 

Acoustics & Psychoacoustics David 1370 Feb 97 - No.27 £25.00 £3.25 

AUTHOR CODE NO HFW SUPP. BOOK COST UK 
ISSUE EXC. P&P P&P 
REVIEW 

AUDIO ANTHOLOGY 

Audio Anthology 
Volume 1 

Audio Anthology 
Volume 2 

Audio Anthology 
Volume 3 

Audio Anthology 
Volume 4 

Audio Anthology 
Volume 5 

Audio Anthology 
Volume 6 

VALVE BOOKS 

G.A.Briggs 1070 Not Reviewed £10.95 £1.50 

Robert M. Bullock 1100 Nov 95 - No.18 £12.95 £2.00 
Ill 

Ronald Wagner 1080 Dec 95 - No.19 £16.95 £3.25 

C.G. Proud 1150 Not Reviewed £14.95 £2.00 
Editor 

C.G. Proud 1160 Not Reviewed £14.95 £2.00 
Editor 

C.G Proud 1170 Not Reviewed £14.95 £2.00 
Editor 

C.G. Proud 1180 Not Reviewed £14.95 £2.00 
Editor 

C.G. Proud 1190 Not Reviewed £14.95 £2.00 
Editor 

C.G. Proud 1200 June 95 - No.15 £14.95 £2.00 
Editor 

The Williamson Amplifier D.T.N. Williamson 1040 Not Reviewed £9.95 £1.50 

Principles of Electron Herbert J Roich 1010 Oct 95 - No.17 £27.95 £3.00 
Tubes 

An Approach to Audio General Electric 1020 Apr 95 -No.14 £19.95 £1.75 
Frequency Amplifier Design 

Mullard Tube Circuits 
Audio Amplifiers Mullard Company 1030 Not Reviewed £13.95 £1.50 

70 Years of Radio John W. Stokes 1050 Nov 95 -No.18 £24.95 £3.50 
Tubes & Valves 

Electronic Universal P.Mikolajczyk 1060 Aug 95 -No.16 £49.95 £8.50 
Vademecum B. Paszkowski 

Audio Amateur Power Editors of 1300 Oct 96 - No.24 £14.95 £2.25 
Amp Projects Audio Amateurs 

Tube Amplifiers Kaysek & Kaysek 1310 Feb 96 - No.20 £47.95 £5.50 

Build your own Audio Rainer Zur Linde 1320 June 96 - No.22 £14.95 £2.25 
Valve Amplifier 

Valve Amplifiers Morgan Jones 1330 Aug 96 - No.23 £25.00 £2.75 

The Beginner's Guide 
to Tube Audio Design 

Bruce Rozenblit 1340 Dec 97-No.33 £15.50 £2.25 

AUDIO ELECTRONIC THEORY BOOKS 

The Art of Electronics Paul Horowite 1210 Oct 94 -No.10 £35.00 £7 65 
Winfield Hill 

The Art of Linear J. L. Hood 1380 Aug 94 -No.9 £19.99 £3.50 
Electronics 

Electronics made Simple Ian Sinclair 1420 Apr 97 -No.28 £12.99 £2.00 

Electronic Circuit Michael Tooley 1450 Aug 97 -No.30 £14.99 £2.75 
Students Handbook 

Audio Electronics J.L. Hood 1480 Nov 97- No.32 £19.99 £3.00 

Analogue Electronics Ian Hickman 1490 Nov 97- No.32 £19.99 £3.25 
(Analogue Circuitry Explained) 

Art & Science of Jim Williams 1500 Dec 97- No.33 £17.99 £4.25 
Analogue Circuit Design 

Starting Electronics Keith Brindley 1510 Feb 98 -No.35 £9.99 £2.00 
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'FER 20 NEW TITLES I!! 
BOOK TITLE AUTHOR CODE NO HFW SUPP. BOOK COST UK 

ISSUE EXC. P&P P&P 
REVIEW AUDIO ELECTRONIC THEORY BOOKS 

Build your own High End 
Audio Equipment 

Build your own 
Test Instruments 

Electronic 
Constructor's Guide 

Practical Electronics 
Fault Finding & Trouble Shooting 

Practical Analogue 
Electronics for Technicians 

High Performance 
Audio Power Amplifiers 

Elector 

Elecktor 

Paul Cuthbortson 

Robin Pain 

Will Kimber 

Ben DunIan 

Oscilloslopes - How to use Ian Hickman 
them and how they work 

DATA SHEETS 

Loudspeaker Books 
Data Sheet Contents description 

Audio Anthology Data Sheet 
Contents description 

Valve Books Data Sheet 
Contents description 

Audio Electronics Books 
Contents description 

1390 June 96 - No.22 £14.95 £2.25 

1400 Oct 96 - No.24 £15.95 £3.25 

1410 Aug 96 - No.23 £30.00 £2.75 

1430 June 97 - No.29 £19.99 £2.25 

1440 Aug 97 - No.30 £12.99 £2.25 

1460 June 97 - No.29 £40.00 £3.25 

1470 Oct 97 -No.31 £17.99 £2.25 
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LoRANULs.. LLMON  

VIBRATION CONTROL 
PLATFORMS AND THE 
MODULAR AUDIO 
SUPPORT SYSTEM 

UNIQUE PATENTED 

PLATFORM DESIGN ! ! 

As a piece of functional furniture the BASE 

Racks and platforms together are a work of 

art - Dave Wiley, Audiophile Magazine. 

It's refreshing to find a complete isolation 

system that values aesthetics as highly as it 
does sonic benefits - 
Mr P M Rodwell, Cornwall. 

Thanks!! The improvement is 
astonishing and after hearing and 
trying other audio stands, the performance of 
BASE is second to none - 
Mr M Slattery, Sussex. 

"The Audiophile support brings the sound hear 
at home one step closer to the sounds we 
create in the concert hall. Bravo" Dr. K 

Murphy 
(Classical Musician) 

Audiophile Furniture Ltd 
The Square 

Forest Row 
East Sussex 

RH18 5SE. 

I For more details and a product 

portfolio please 

Audio ile contact: Tel:01342 826262 
Fax:01342 824845 

ORANGES 

LEMONS 

Juicy fruit from London's freshest 
hi-fi / home cinema retailer. 

Free home installation + credit cards, 

0% credit finance available 
(subject to status).  

ARCAM, B&W, CABLETALK, 
CHORD CO, DENON, EPOS, KEF, 
MARANTZ, MICROMEGA, NAD, 

NAIM, NEAT, QUAD, REGA, 
ROKSAN, ROTEL, ROYD, RUARK, 
SOUNDSTYLE, STANDS UNIQUE, 

YAMAHA 

Now in our third tangy year 

THE INNOVATIVE 
AUDIO RETAILER 

0171-924 2040 

61/63 WEBBS ROAD, CLAPHAM, SW11 

reso 
reson 

Trade-in price *£135.00 

reson etile 
MC Cartridge f455.00 

actore 

• 'moor 
reson aciore 
MC Cartridge f299.00 

reson lexe 
MC Cartridge f1300.00 

*Trade-in any cartridge to qualify tor the special offer price. 

reson reca 
IVIIVI Cartridge £25 

P.O. Box 383, Brentwood, Essex, CIVI14 4GB. 
Tel: 01277 227355 Fax: 01277 224103 
E-mail:info@virtualr.demon.co.uk 

Buy Direct Fell The Difference As Well As Hear It 
AV Supports Hifi Supports Speaker Supports. 

X WING REFERENCE FULLY DECOUPLED 
RACKING SYSTEM 

XWing design 
available in any 

height 

configuration 

Marble shelves 
come as 
standard. 

Granite and 

slate also 
available. 

Adjustable 
spikes under all 

shelving 

Black is the 
standard finish 
other colours 

available 

Adjustable feet 

Every shelf is 
decoupled. 
Isolation 

increases level 
by level. 

Machined round 
aluminium legs 

improves 

stability and 
isolation. 

Legs can be 
anodised 

(six colours 
available). 

Design 
completely 

modular can be 
split or added to 

whenever 

XWing racks starts from £149.99 + P &P. 

Have your rack designed for you. 
SPECIALIST EQUIPMENT RACKS FOR HIGH END EQUIPMENT 

30 day money back guarantee. For FREE Colour Brochure or to Order 
Please call or Fax 01904 490184 

(Please allow 14 days for delivery) 
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Review 

Heat 
SEEKE 
Dominic Todd finds 
out what new 
transistor technology 
from Kenwood offers 
in their KA-7090R 
amplifier. 

I
've always had something of a 
soft spot for Japanese 'super 
amps' with their massive power 

and control combined with tank-

like construction and all the features 

you could ever need. Kenwood's 
new KA-7090R might not fully 

quatify as an oriental high-end amp 

but it has some of the credentials. A 

chunky frame-type mains 

transformer and hefty 85watt output 

should drive all but the most 
stubborn of 'speakers. Then there 

are the features: full remote control, 

'speaker switching, MM/MC phono 

stage and tone controls. Oh, and 

don't forget the USP (Unique Selling 

Point) - special output transistors, 

memorably titled T.R.A.I.T.R. 

Kenwood seem to have a way 

with acronyms - check out 

Dynamic Resolution Intensive 
Vector Enhancement (D.R.I.V.E.) on 

their MiniDisc and CD players. 

T.R.A.I.T.R. boils down to 

Thermally Reactive Advanced 
Instantaneous TRansistor - obvious 

really! 
In a normal class AB or B push-

pull amplifier the bias current for 

the output transistors is set by a 

separate transistor bolted onto the 

main heatsink. This tracks the 

temperature of the output transistors 

(which changes as the power 

required by the music signal varies) 

and adjusts the bias current to keep 
the transistors at their ideal 

operating point for a given 
temperature. Trouble is, as feedback 

circuits go, this arrangement is slow 

Kenwood KA-7090R 

£399.95 

to act. The heat inside the transistor 

changes very quickly, but these 
changes take a long time to pass 

through the heatsink to where the 

monitor transistor sits, giving rise, 

Kenwood say, to distortion. 

T.R.A.I.T.R. counters this problem 

by fitting the monitoring circuitry 

into the same package as the output 
transistors, making for a much faster 

response time and, supposedly, 
lower distortion and a clearer, more 

focused sound. 

THEORY AND PRACTICE 

The bassline on Finlay Quaye's 

'Even After All' is pretty dominant in 

this track, and the KA-7090R made 

the most of it - it was deep, tight 

and unruffled by the rippling effect 

that can have some amps crying for 

mercy. Percussion was well defined 

and detailed too. The only snag was 
the way drums and guitar lost some 

texture and tonal colour compared 

with other amps of this price; there 
wasn't the realism of something like 

an Arcam Alpha 8 or Naim Nait 3, 

for example. 

Sound staging, however, was 

very good and easily up with the 

best in terms of both width and 

depth. Quaye's vocals had real 

presence and I was impressed 

when, later on in the track, the 

backing vocals joined in and there 

was an excellent separation and 

layering to the sound. The abiding 
impression was one of great control 

over the music. 
Leonard Cohen's 'Jazz Police' 

also proved those T.R.A.I.T.R. 

transistors must be doing something 
right. Sharp transients, set against a 

quiet background, allowed for 

plenty of tension within the music. 

Vocals were well projected but here 

verged on bright - this wouldn't be 

an amp to partner 'speakers with 

over-enthusiastic tweeters. And this 

time it was the piano and backing 
vocals turn to sound somewhat 

bleached and grey. 

Copeland's 'Appalachian Spring' 
produced mixed results. The violin 

and flute of the intro weren't 

especially memorable, suffering, 

once again, from poor timbral 

reproduction. A coloration in the 

upper-midband also left strings 

sounding 'grainy'. This could well 

have been down to the relatively 

large amounts of odd-order 

distortion, characteristic of poorly-

implemented class B operation, 
which we measured. The 

Kenwood's saving grace was the 
way it built tension and excitement 

into the music through its sense of 
speed and spaciousness. 

In some respects Kenwood's 

KA-7090R lives up to the title of 

'super amp'. Its abilities are too 

uneven to really make the grade 

though. That's a shame, because its 

dynamics and sound staging really 

are first class. Anyone wanting a 

punchy amp to suit Dance music 
would be impressed, but fans of 

subtlety should look elsewhere. 
Now if only Kenwood were to do 

an SE version • 

Kenwood 

Dwight Road, 

Watford, 

Herts. WD1 8E8 

Tel: 01923 816444 

WORLD VERDICT 

Excels with sound 

staging but lacks 
subtlety and tonal 

colour. 

Measured Performance 

see p111 
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Elemental Audio's Reference support 
range. 

From the luxurious marble 
agglomerate shelving to the unique 
closed atmosphere 100% tubular 
construction, our supports look, feel 
and perform like no others. 

February's Hi-Fi World 
concluded..."The Monoplinth 
outstripped all the other platforms 
here in every respect". From 
lightning quick bass to 
unbrightened grainless and 
powerful treble coupled with a 
midrange that has "an addictive puri-

ty to it", our designs lend an air of refinement, of poise and 
assuredness, and a deftness which belies their mass, making 
listening a very pleasurable and extending experience. 

For more information incl. availability, custom orders and 
designs, and free friendly advice: 

CALL 

Tel: 01840 211045 Fax/Data: 01840 211056 
Highfield Rd., Camelford. CORNWALL. PL32 9RA NV 

SONIC—LINK 
Make The World's Finest Hifi Cables 
From The Highest Quality Materials 

DESIGNED BY 

GRAHAM NALTY M.A. 

15 Derwent Business Centre, Clarke Street, Derby DE1 2BU 

Sales Office Hot Line: 07000 SONIC LINK 

Tel: + 44 1332 361 390 

Fax: + 44 1332 298 836 

Eernenial 

Ruch° 

Introducing the Monoplinth 
The latest in the reference series - used primarily as a 

level of our new breathtaking 
modular stacking system, the 
plinth represents the height of 
our no-compromise designs: a 

single shelf solution for 
euipment and also floor 

standing speakers. 

(group tested Feb'98 Hi-Fi World) 

pear audio 

presents 

S.bnhtninn 
DYNAVECTOR 

Well Tempered 

Stockists and Information trom 

Pear Audio Ltd. 7 Prospect Place, 
Alnmouth, Northumberland, NE66 2RL 
Tel: 01665 830862 Fax: 01665 830051 



T
he end of 1997 brought a 
surprise: TAG Electronics 
announced they were 
buying Audiolab. Many of 

us know that TAG are closely 
associated with Maclaren F 1 cars, 
and those that don't will likely have 
heard of TAG Heuer watches. But 

neither are linked to hi-fi. At a time 
when specialised hi-fi sales are in 
slow decline, why would a company 
doing well in other fields decide 
hi-fi was an attractive proposition? 

"Hi-Fi manufacturers are a 
cottage industry", declared Udo 

Zucker, head of TAG. "At Audiolab 
the components are placed by hand. 

We will use machines to speed up 
this process and eliminate errors". 
TAG see an industry technologically 

far behind their own. We were 
proudly shown two large surface-

mount component placement 
machines, partnered by a solder 
oven. Apparently they had enough 

spare capacity to meet Audiolab's 
needs. In practice, Audiolab would 
likely have their own machines for 

this process, we were told, but the 

point remained. 

This isn't an uncommon view 
from someone who thinks audio is 
solely about technology, as do too 

many audio engineers, 
unfortunately. Technologically, the 
picture is a little broader and more 
complicated than that. 

DPA started using miniature 
surface-mount components in 1985 

and installed a Philips pick 'n' place 
machine in 1991. They have 
manufactured their own surface-
mount boards ever since, primarily 

because surface-mount has the 
ability to sound better than standard 

components. Mission, Meridian, 
Philips, Pink Triangle, Sony and 

others also use surface-mount. 
DPA have been building their 

own analogue operational 

amplifiers - thick-film hybrids - since 
1986 and recently received a 
European grant to develop their 

own 24-bit Phase Array Digital-to-
Analogue convertor for CD players. 
Pink Triangle and Arcam have both 

developed their own convertors. 
There's an issue in here more 

important than technological 

prowess. We don't need more 
technology, we need more 
intelligent technology. Engineers of 
all persuasions, with but a few 

exceptions, fail to understand that 
in judging any piece of hi-fi we must 

take into account the human 
auditory process. Trouble is, it is 
highly complex and, until recently, 
was barely understood. The amount 
of debate and argument about 

average non-technical but acute 

listener perceives few, if any, 
benefits. Engineers will convince 
themselves that if it measures right, 

it is right. But that is a pretty 
negative view, if it means people get 

less enjoyment from listening to 
your amplifiers. 

The gross lack of understanding 

that hampers us here is the 
subjective impact of measured 
effects. William Yost of the Parmly 
Hearing Institute has pointed out 

that psycho-acoustics as defined by 

audio/studio engineers offer a very 
limited understanding of the human 

auditory process. 
Interesting progress in 

surround-sound has occurred 
recently, but the audio industry 

seems largely unaware of it. The 
computer business has seized on 
the idea of 
3-D sound from two loudspeakers. 

This derives from dummy head 

"We don't need more technology, we need more 

in technology." 

listening tests underlines this. 
Where engineering meets the 

human being, we get into a tizzy. 
Electronics is a regime amenable 

to measurement and analysis. We 

can measure things to the nth 
degree. If measurement throws up 

an effect, it can be eliminated by 
design. This approach reached its 
logical conclusion in Hitachi's late-

1970s HMA-7500 MOSFET power 
amp. It measured perfectly, and so 
have many others since but it 
sounded no better as a result. 

One major complaint about 
conventional solid-state amplifiers 
has been the flatness of their sound 

stage. It is no coincidence that 
engineering for low distortion with 
solid-state means lots of feedback, 

because transistors are pretty 
variable and non-linear devices (ie, 

they produce lots of distortion). 
Happily, the little devils can be 
configured to eliminate the need for 
either blocking capacitors or, of 
course, an output transformer. This 

in turn means oodles of feedback 

can be applied. So it is. 
All this seems like good 

engineering until you realise the 

effects, researched by MIT Media 

Lab and Georgia Tech. Within this 

research we have the cues for depth 
perception. It isn't linear audio 

engineering but it is what people 
want and, for me, it represents a 
warning to all engineers who 
casually think that 0.01% less THD 

is a goal worth aiming for. 
The big question that faces any 

linear audio engineer is: will it make 

a better sounding product? The 
answer remains: we do not know. 

Until engineers engaged in audio 
reach some small understanding of 

the complexities that lie in wait for 

us within psycho-acoustics I remain 
doubtful that we have much to gain 

in terms of progress with regard to 
sound quality in the realm of pure 

electronics. 
I'm happy too see that TAG 

Electronics have decided to bring 
their enormous resources to audio. 
They will have an interesting time 
grappling with its uncertainties and, 
judging by the sort of determination 

the company displays in other 
fields, could well come up with the 

goods. I hope they find hi-fi an 
attractive acquisition • 

HI-FI WORLD 
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PTURE THE 

ESSENCE 

...the essence of a live 

performance, the passion... 

the power... the excitarent. 

You just can't beat it! 

Rit you can care close, that ' s 

why you own a hi-fi system. 

That's also why you need to 

iFe the very best cables you 

can affcei, b=cal isze only dim, 

can you be sure that your 

system is being allowed to 

work to it's full potential. 

[ne at QED recognise that the 

only way to ensure the best 

results, is to insist on an 

unparalleled level of signal_ 

accuracy. 'RD prove this, we 

undertook one of the most 

cutprehensive studies ever 

undertaken, on hcw and why 

cables effect system 

performance*. Not that you 

need to worry about the 

tedinical i  ties, all you ha‘,e to 

do is enjoy the results! 

* A summary of this research "The 
Genesis Report" is available on request. 

Fbr a colour brcchure cn the full 
product range call us now on 

(01276) 451166 

QED 

QED Audio Products Ltd, 
Ridgeway House, Ridgeway Close, 
Lightwater, Surrey GU18 5XU 

Fax: 1012761 452211 
Email:panic@qed.co.uk 

Internet:http://www.qed.co.uk 

Qnect 2 

Our most recently 
introduced 
interconnect 
cable. Quect 2 
offers outstanding 
value for money. 

Price around (27.00/pair 

Qudos Orginal 

"Sensational 
sound... You won't 
find a better cable 
at this price." 

Price around [2.25/m 

A APRIL 96 
Qudos Bi-Wire 

"...is well made,. It's a 
cable that allows 
sound full expression 
yet is highly 
affordable. For those 
seeking smoothness 
and control there are 
few better cables..." 

Price around [4.50/m 

Qnect 4 

"This cable oozes 
class, from the zinc-
plated connectors to 
the way it conveys the 
ambience of a live 
jazz set, creating 
excellent depth and 
space." 

Prices from (54.00/pair 

Profile 4 x 4 

0111.1118? - 
****y. 

OCTOBER 97 

WHATFIFF1? 

1111111111" This is incredibly 
good value cable, 
revealing clarity and 
depth of image that is 
downright stunning. 
We recommend the 
QED unreservedly." 

Price around £9.00/m 

Profile Silver 12 
"It demonstrates 
superlative resolution 
with an airy treble 
that brings acoustic 
instruments into 
sharp focus. Bass is 
excellent..." 

Price around LIS.00Im 

***** 



Review  

KT'S HEROES 
Andrew Harrison wonders if Kelly Transducers' high-efficiency KT3 
loudspeakers will become the darling of the low-power valve amp set. 

S
ometimes you need to hear 
an efficient loudspeaker to 

make you realise how much 

of music's subtle detail can 

be lost. The £1200 Kelly KT3 will 

please eager followers of those 

natural nuances that bring recorded 
music one pace closer to life. After 

all, at 95dB claimed sensitivity (and 
93dB measured), this new design 

can be run very loud from the 
scrawniest of amps. This is where 

the Kellys should be a god-send for 
listeners of the valve persuasion. 

The only caveat here is the 

impedance which, according to our 

results, isn't the flattest that a zero-

feedback amp could be hooked up 

The KT3 is a large, ported two-

way design, a pair of 170mm Audax 
Aerogel mid/bass drivers wired 

together in parallel and mounted 

either side of a lightly horn-loaded 
Vifa 25mm soft-dome tweeter. The 

cabinet had those MDF lumberjacks 
sweating over their axes with its 

25mm panels. 

Sliding these weighty brutes from 

the boxes and splicing them up 

initially to a Quad 34/306 

combination (followed later by a 

Linn Klout, Audio Analogue's 

pre/power [see pl 21 and Unison 

Research's Simply 845 valve single-

ended), I was alarmed at the 

lumpiness of their response. Never 

one to succumb to the temptation of 
an early conclusion, I moved the 

Kellys to a larger room where they 

were gently run in on a steady diet 
of Radio 3. 

Almost day by day they could be 

heard to even out, honky piano 

turning to concert grand, chesty 
male vocals clearing up their 

bronchial inflection. Now the 

Kellys' dynamics could be properly 

appreciated - that massive smack of 

high volume at the peak of a 

crescendo preceding an almost 

unnerving quiet as the music dies 
away. 

The Kellys relish equally quieter 

performances. Plenty of quality 

'speakers can sound anaemic at low 

volumes and aren't happy until 

levels go beyond the neighbourly. 

The Kellys weren't worried by this 

though - solo instruments and 

voices were convincingly portrayed 

and imaged securely to the front of 

a deep sound stage wherever the 

volume control was parked. 

As with any revealing 'speaker, 

an impeccable source is rewarded 
while poorer material will falter. On 

Radio 3, live performances could 

really shine, from the intimate 

smooch of a Jazz trio to the 
violence of a full-blown orchestral 

outing. Journeys up the dial to the 
Indie station XFM were typically 

greeted with slices of compressed 
grunge that sounded two-

dimensional and almost monotonic 

in comparison. 
With LP at the helm, the Kellys 

became compulsive listening, 

sometimes inspiring thoughts of 

baton-waving alongside the 

conductor. Only a response that 

was still a little lumpy marred the 

proceedings. 

Tonally, even after extended use, 

the KT3 is quite a way from neutral. 

Over-exuberance with the low 

notes is its primary habit, one that 
blurred bass guitar, although this 

could be tamed with a handful of 

long-haired wool up the rear port. 

Room walls are anathema to these 

boxes too, but away from room 

boundaries their imaging can 
impress. 

When the Kellys first arrive 

they're fitted with screw-in rubber 

feet - these need replacing with 
spikes as soon as possible. Even at 

30kgs apiece, the KT3s still need 

firm siting to keep images crisp and 

bass tuneful. In fact a concrete slab 

would not go amiss here. 

In Kelly's advertising blurb we 
see reference made to low 
coloration, excellent dynamics and 

fine resolution. For the most part 

these claims are vindicated. 
Sensitivity has been maximised at 

the expense of frequency evenness 

and that tweeter isn't the smoothest 

in the business. With its great 

dynamics and scale this design will 
thrill many though it won't delight 

fans of neutrality. But if your lOwatt 

valve amp is longing for a sensitive 
partner, this may be love at first 
listen • 

Kelly KT3 £1199.99 

Kelly Transducers 

Musical Fidelity Limited, 

15-17 Olympic Trading 

Estate, 

Fulton Road, 

Wembley, 

Middx. HA9 OTF 

Tel: 0181 900 2866 

WORLD VERDICT 

000 
The KT3s go very 

loud very easily 

but they don't 

possess the most 

even response. 

Measured Performance 

see pill 
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Valve Vision 
There was a time when you had a 

decision to make. Home Cinema 

or high end Hi-Fi System. 

Now there's a third option. 

Tube Technology gives you the 

best of both worlds; a British 

tube amplifier that can 

reproduce music with power, 

purity and emotion that's 

versatile enough to cope with the 

demands of Home Cinema. 

To hear how good Home Cinema 

car sound, audition Tube 

Technology at Musical Images'  

award winning Covent Garden  

store. 

18 Monmouth Street, 

Covent Garden, 

London WC2H 9HB 

Tel: 0171 457 1346 

Branches also at: 

126 High Street, 

Beckenham, 

Kent BR3 lED 

Tel: 0181 663 3777 

173 Station Road, 

Edgware, 

Middlesex HA8 7JX 

Tel: 0181 952 5535 

45 High Street, 

Hounslow, 

eie 
• 

• a. 
L. 

open sundays 

Unisis Signature 

II 
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Review 

mer 
Leo Lam listens to the 

Pink Triangle Numeral 

CD player, little brother 

of the accomplished 
Litaural. 

W
ith high-density 
recordable storage 

discs looming large 

on the horizon and 
pilot schemes underway for selling 
music over the Internet, CD's days 

may seem numbered. Until said 
discs can be bought in your local 

computer emporium though, CD 

will continue to be the format of 

choice for many. And with players 
as good as Pink Triangle's £1000 

single-box Numeral around, digital's 

stalwart is in no immediate danger. 

If this player's appearance rings a 

few bells that's because it features 
basically the same case as the PT 

Litaural (reviewed in February '98). 

Other common features include a 
transport sourced from China with a 

Sanyo pick-up mechanism, both 
controlled by Sony ICs. Further 
downstream, the digital decoding 

section is based on two Philips 

Bit-Stream DACs running in dual-

differential mode for true balanced 
operation. 

Two separate transformers are 

responsible for the audio circuits 

and the control section, with heavy 

regulation on the former. Audiophile 
components (like the low drop-out-

voltage regulators and Analogue 
Devices op amps in the output stage) 

play an important role too. 
Helping me in the Numeral's 

sonic inquisition were the Roksan 

Caspian amplifier together with 
Musical Fidelity's X-A50 monoblocs 

feeding Wilmslow 

Aucfio Mini Monitors. 

Not possessing an amp 

with balanced inputs, I chose the 
single-ended RCA outputs and 
Kimber KCAG silver interconnects. 

TICKLED PIINK 

Definition was excellent, as 

Shaham's violin and Sollscher's 
guitar (DG 437 837-2) showed - 

they were set clearly apart from each 
other on respective sides of the 

sound stage. Low-level dynamics 

and pitch changes were also fully 

captured by the Numeral which 

imbued the recording with a likeable 
vivacity. 

The most attractive part of this 

player's performance was its 

consistency across the frequency 

spectrum - no instrument stood out 

from any other nor were voices 

projected too far forward. I could 
really tell that the violin and the 

guitar were indeed recorded 

together in the same room and were 
positioned next to each other. 

The Pink didn't get tangled up by 
complex material either. The 

double-basses and cellos in 

Mendelssohn's String Symphony 

Nol (Nimbus NI5141) were firm 

and solid without overwhelming the 
other players and there was no 

skewing of the sound stage when 
one instrument dominated. And if 

you like lucidity, you'll be smitten 

by the midrange which has accuracy 

-1-111:1 ,1!1 re 
IS SSS 
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and a 

charming clarity that are rare 
at this price. 

Rise an octave or two above and 

you realise the treble is very 
delicately rounded off, no bad thing. 

The Numeral never sounded harsh 

or unpleasant unless I gave it a 

grilling with some early digital 

recordings (or those that are badly 

recorded nowadays). String tone was 
definitely a class leader and I 

haven't heard such a naturally 

'woody' violin sound for a long time 
- I could nearly smell the varnish. 

The Numeral was a real mover 
and a groover when it came to Pop. 
Bass was fast, confident and deep. 
Merril Bainbridge was as large as 

life, as was her guitar. This is close-
mic'd in the recording, allowing the 

Numeral to extract some very fine 

detail as Merril scratched the strings 
with her finger nails. 

Compared to the competition the 
Numeral was a lot more natural. In 
strict detail retrieval terms it may 

come second by a nose to the 

Audiolab 8000CD but it won by a 

length everywhere else. The 
Numeral sets a new standard for 

digital replay at around the £1000 
price-mark. It may not get the 

domestic authority's stamp of 

approval for looks but there's not an 

ear it won't charm • 

Pink Triangle Numeral 

CD player £1099 

Pink Triangle Projects 

The Basement, 

Camberwell Business 

Centre, 

Camberwell, 

London SE5 7HN 

Tel: 0171 703 5498 

WORLD VERDICT 

With a natural 

presentation 
unsurpassed by 

any of its 

competitors, the 
Numeral fully 

justifies its £ 1000 
cost. 

Measured Performance 

see OH 
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THE GOLD STANDARD r 
EST.1987 

"A VOYD REFERENCE TURNTABLE FOR THE MILLENIUM" 

THE "ULTIMATE" FROM THE DIGITAL ANALOGUE COMAPANY 

"The D.A.C. Was so musical so engaging and so 
captivating that you couldn't walk away and leave it" 

Audio Quarterly sept '97 

"This is probably the richest and fastest-handling 
CD player we've heard,at any price. 

What Hi-Fi april'97 
FIVE "*** STARS 

"The player makes you hungrier the more it satisfies" 
What Hi-FI '97 

NEWS FLASH 
NEW RANGE AND SILVER OUTPUT TRANSFOMERS 

ALEMA LTD 103 SOUTH STREET LANCING 01903 750755 / 750756 
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RD emember Alan Partridge, the sports-casual chat show 

host turned Radio Norwich 
J? Steve Coogan's 

brilliantly-studied comic character 
was the embodiment of all things 
deeply mediocre in middle England. 
He lived in a travel tavern, thought 
blazer badges were more stylish 
than a vindaloo-hot Jimmy Page 
guitar solo and professed his love of 
Brit Pop bands, "like Def Leppard 
and UB40"! 

Last year's BBC2 series saw Alan 

dismantling a Corby trouser press 
because he was bored, having a run-
in with the law about a motorway 

cone and repeatedly phoning 

Dixons for surround sound 
'speakers for his Alba 'hi-fi'. Then 
when he came into some real 
money, the first thing he did was 
buy "the ultimate stereo", a Bang & 
Olufsen. 

The sad truth is that many Brits, 
like Alan Partridge, are hi-fi 

illiterates. In marked contrast, even 

the most unenlightened of motoring 
duffers will have at least some grasp 
of a car's image. They'll be able to 

twig the difference between, say, a 
Mercedes SLK and a Metro, and 
make a reasonably accurate 

prediction as to the kind of people 
who'll drive them. The situation is 
rather different with hi-fi. 

The majority of sound system 
buyers believe a £200 Micro system 
is genuine hi-fi. This is a tragedy 
which industry professionals have 
long known about. To its credit, 
BADA (the British Audio Dealers 

Association) has tried in its own 

modest way to educate the public, 

but sadly to no avail. Of course, 
persuading people that decent hi-fi 
costs more than £200 is no easy 
task, especially with all the flashy, 
gadget-strewn toys in discount 
electrical shops which call 
themselves 'hi-fi'. Sure enough it's a 
tough job, but someone's got to do 
it. 

Unfortunately, as often as not, 
the hi-fi biz does itself few favours. 
While there are some outstanding 
dealers around, there are still too 

many who'll stock Micro/Mini 

systems, call them hi-fi and take 
your money for a quick sale. 
Conversely, others carry no 'low-

brow' budget separates (ie, those 
that cost less than your average 

mortgage) and scoff at anything 
that's [a] digital, [b] transistor or [c] 
Japanese. Either way, it's hardly 
engaging or educating buyers in the 
delights of music as it should be 
heard through truly capable and 

involving kit. 

inexpensive systems, the truth is 

that such purple prose artificially 
raises customers' expectations. 

When they buy gear on the strength 
of a review and then find it isn't 

'awesome', they feel let down. 

Magazines should be pro budget 
separates but at the same time point 
out the kind of improvements 
further upgrading can bring. 

Car manufacturers have achieved 
strong identities that are recognised 

across the land through careful 
'product semantics' - meticulous 
design detailing, appropriate 

advertising and sympathetic dealers. 
These companies manage to reach 
out to the public and communicate 

their ethos. This is something few 
hi-fi manufacturers have so far 
achieved. 

In the High Street, the only 
British name people recognise 

widely is Tannoy (like Hoover, 
mainly for historical reasons). More 

worldly Brits may recognise Arcam, 

"While there are some outstanding dealers 

around, there are still too many who'll - 

stock Micro/Mini systems, call them hi-fi 

and take your money for a quick sale." 

Richer Sounds have in the past 

been a source of some amusement 
amongst the sniffier 'serious hi-fi' 
brigade, but they alone seem to be 

fighting the good fight against Minis. 

Everywhere from listings magazines 
and free-ads papers to Private Eye, 

their ads crop up, speaking out 
against cheap systems and coaxing 
punters towards separates. We need 
more proactive retailers like them 

because there's a propaganda war to 
be won. 

What of certain members of 
Britain's hi-fi press who occasionally 
describe entry-level gear as 
'stunning' and 'amazing' in reviews? 
Well, while I applaud such 

enthusiasm, and the desire to 

introduce readers to hi-fi via 

Quad and KEF - and Scots, Linn - 
but after that you're struggling. Even 

Audiolab and Naim, who've striven 
to communicate their brand values 

with large amounts of cross-media 
advertising (such as car magazines) 
still haven't really reached the 
household in the way that, say, 
Volvo has. 

This is a shame. After all, 
wouldn't it be nice to hear Alan 
Partridge on the blower to his local 
dealer for a SNEAKY phono stage for 
his Linn MAJIK-I integrated? As a 
sign of a general increase in 

awareness of hi-fi, it would be great. 
But I somehow suspect Ivor would 
rather Alan stuck to playing his 

beloved Black Beauty theme on his 
B&O! 
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LONDON SOUTH con't 
Oxford 
01865 765961 
Enfield 
0181-367 3132 
Swindon 
01793 538222 
Hampstead 
0171-794 7848 
Cheltenham 
01242 583960 

Advice & demonstra-
tions, Home Cinema 
& Muth-Room, Part X 
amad: 
hifi@audio-Lco.uk 

audio iT 
PRICE PROMISE 

• We know you won't 
find better service 

• We know you won't 
find better sound 

• But if you find a better 
deal, let us know and 
as long as we can 
verify it well be happy 
to match it. 

Gants Hill 
0181-518 0915 
Basingstoke 
01256 324311 
Reading 
0118-958 5463 
Camberley 
01276 685597 
Brentwood 
01277 264730 

Interest Free Credit, 
3 year guarantee on 
all hi-fi separates 
see us at: 
www audio-tco uk gr
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27 BOND STREET, EALING 

LONDON W5 5AS 

TEL. 081 - 567 8703 

AMC. Acoustic Energy, Aura. Audiolab. Audio 
Innovations, B&O, B&W. Cannon, Castle, Cyrus, Denon. 
Dual, Evolution, JPW, KEF, Maranta. Micromega. 
Mission, Monitor audio, Musical Fidelity. NAD. 
Nakarnichi, Onix, Onkyo, Quad, REL, Rogers, Rotel, 

Systemdek, Target, Teac, Thorens. Van den -tul10. 6 pm Mon., Tues.. Fnday. & Sal. 

Late night Thur.. closed Wed. 

Two demonstration rooms. 
Free local delivery and installation. 

Repers and Services 

This one's worth 
keeping! 

GRAHAMS HI-FI 

Hi -Fi • Home Cinema 

Multi-Room Installations 

— 0171 226 5500 
Grahams Hi-Fi, Canonbury Yard, 

190a New North Road, London N1 785 
Tel:0171 226 5500 Fax:0171 359 7620 

E-mail: worldOgrahams.cauk 
Web site: http://www.grahams.co.uk 

- 

INSTANT 0% 

FINANCE 

AVAILABLE 

SERVING LONDON 

FROM BATTERSEA 

ORANGES 
& LEMONS 

Juicy twit from London's newest, freshest hi-fi/home cinema 
retailer. Telephone demonstrations or lust pop in. All the usual. i.e. 
friendly and efficient service, free home installation * credit cards. 

THE INNOVATIVE AUDIONISUAL HI-FI RETAILER. ARCAM, 
CABLETALK. CHORD CO, DENON, EPOS, MARANTZ, NAD. 

NAIM, REGA, ROKSAN, ROTEL, ROM., RUARK, SOUNDSTYLE, 
STANDS UNIQUE, YAMAHA. 

NOW IN OUR THIRD 

TANGY YEAR.  

0171 - 924 2040  
61/63 WEBBS ROAD, SW11  

Front End Problem? 

The Cartridge Man 
It doesn't have to cost an arm and a 

leg to get the best - listen to my 

Koestsu - and Decca -eater. 

Also agents for Croft, Hadcock, 

Real Music Co, Michell & 

Moth. 

plus cartridge re-tipping service 

0181 - 688 6565 

Niel EXPERIENCE 
[l

earn • Audiolab • Audioduest • Rang & Ofitisen • Chota • Cyr,,s-i 
• Denon • KIF • Mamma • Meridian • Mission • MF • NAD • Quad 

• tEl • Reel • Spendor • Tannov • FOL • Yamaha • Sony.  

Award Winning Hi-Fi from stock - Sales or Service - WE CAN HELP 

Tel: (0171) 580 3535 
Fax: (0171)436 4733 

Britain's Top Specialist Hi-Fi Stores 

227 Tottenham Court Road, 
London, W1P OHX. 

Send orca!! or your FREE 1,14dzinf and Caialogur BADA Bonded 

sSM O'Brien Hi-Fi (f 

Elk 
AKG, ARCAM AUDIO TECHNICA, 

BEYER, CABLETALK, CHORD, 

CREEK, DENON, (JENSEN, JECKLIN, 
MAXELL, MICHELL, MUSICAL 

FIDELITY NAD, NAIM, ONKYO, 

OPERA, QED, ROGERS, ROYO, 

RUARK, SENNHEISER, SEQUENCE, 

SME, SONNETEER, SONY, TEAC, 

THORENS, UNISON RESEARCH 

morremoue, 
Demonstration Room - Free car parking 

Major Credit Cards -Mail Order - Installation Service 
Repair facilities - 5 mins walk from Rayeses Park BR 

60 Durham Rd. West Wimbledon, London SW20 OTW 

Tel.I01811946-1528 Fax (0161)946-0331 

SOUTH 

SPALDINGS 
THE SOIJTFIEAsTs LEADING HI-FT COMPANY 

3 DEM ROOMS AM. 
HOME DEMS., 0% CREDIT 

FREE INSTALLATION 

LINN . NAIM . QUAD . AUDIO LAB 
DENON . MARANTZ ..RUARK 
MON TO SAT 9.00 to 6.00. TUE 9.00 to 8.00 

SE VICE DEPT 
325-354 Lower Addiscombe Road, Croydon, Surrey CRO 7AF 

Telephone: 0181 654 1231/2040 Facsimile: 0181 655 3922 

20 Treville Gate, VV.Sussex EN I I I UA 

(0903) 212133 

The friendly shop with the best sound system in the South. 

Talk Electronics - Friendly Advice - 3 Year Guarantees 

Easy Parking - Open Mon-Sat. I Oarn-6pen. 

Late Night Wed 7.30pm. 

Agencies include: Arcam, Exposure, Kinshaw, Nairn, Audio, 

Marantz, Ruark, Audio Technica, Target, Tripod, JPW, 

TDL, Orelle, and many more  

15\ 
ITNILET Home Cinema 

Best place in 
town for Hi Fi and 

Sound & Vision 

* Six demonstration rooms 

* All leading brands 
* Interest Free Credit 

* Free Parking 

* Open 10-4 every Sunday 

UNILET SOUND & VISION 
35 HIGH STREET. NEW MALDEN. 

SURREY, KT3 4BY 
Tel: 0181 942 9567 Fax: 0181 336 0820 

Stricken, ARCAM • CREEK • EPOS 
HEVBROOK • MICROMEGA • NAIM AUDIO 
NEAT • REGA • ROKSAN • ROTEL • ROYO 
TRAC • YAMAHA 

rif idelit Yindecently good hi-fi  

9 High Street, Hensperea Week, Kiopton epee 
Themes, Sense KT140A. Tat 061-943 3530 

Open Tees - Sot 10.30ase 7.00pm. 

All roads lead to Bournemouth 

Ifs where you sill find superb listening facilities, staff with 
expert knowledge and one of the finest selectors of Hi-Fi equipment 

inducing UNN, DENON, YANAHA, RODEE, MAD, MARANT/, 
*CAM, CELESTION, DUAL, AUDIOU8, TECHNICS, OED, SONY, 

SENNHEISER, TARGET, SOUND ORGANISATION, TEAC, 
CABLETALK, MUE, KIF, US, PIONEER, ATACAMA 8 others. 

If yourte setious about Hi-Fi you probably know these names ted 
you probably already know the name Suttons...we'ye 

been mound for, 41 yeors. 

Suttons 
18 westover Rood, aounemce lei 01202555512 

SOUTH EAST 

le\ 
ITIVILET 
Sound & Vision 

Best place in 
town for Hi Fi and 
Home Cinema 

* Three demonstration rooms 

* All leading brands 

* Interest Free Credit 

* Good parking facilities 

* Open 10-4 every Sunday 

UNILET SOUND & VISION 
24-26 UNION STREET. MAIDSTONE ME14 LED 

Tel: 01622 676703 Fax: 01622 676723 
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aterstals., 

hi-fl for grown-ups 

Ipswich 01473 622866 

NORTH WEST 

audio eXellence  
MŒUOVAATED 
..NDAINICE 

WHERE THE MUSIC MATTERS 
CHESTER PRESTON 

86-90 Boughton, 

Chester CH3 5A0 

(01244) 345576 

131 Fnargate 

Preston, PR1 2EE 

(01772) 253057 

TUESDAY - SATURDAY 9.00-5.30 
CLOSED MONDAY 
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NORTH 

THE 1111.14i ROOM 
50 BRIDGE STREET, MANCHESTER M3 3BN. TELEPHONE: 0161-832 0888/0161-835 1366 

#1«, aide e4 Sauget 
EXCLUSIVE HI-FI AND AUDI VISUAL SYSTEMS 

GLASGOW EDINBURGH NEWCASTLE LEEDS 
0141 248 2857 0131 220 0909 0191 230 3600 0113 242 7777 

Heel EXPERIENCE 
[I

ran • Audiolab • Audioquest • Bang & Olufsen • Chord • Cyrusi 
• Denon • KEF • Maranta • Meridian • Mission • MF • NAD • Quad , 

• REL • Rotel Spender • Tannoy • TDL • Yamaha • Sony. 

Award Winning Hi-Fi iroin stock - Sales or Service - WE CAN HELP 

Tel: (01325) 481418 
Fax: (01325) 382982 

Britain's Top Specialist Hi-Fi Stores 

1 7 Coniscliffe Road, 
Darlington DL3 7EE. 

Stysic, calf I.e you, FREE Magarme and Catalogue. BADA Bonded 

SERIOUS KiT 
he finest range of Hi-Fi in the north. Stockists 

of Audionote, Sugden, Impulse. Pro-Ac, 
Harbeth, Stemfoort, Target, Neat, Trichord, 
Systemdek, Lyra, Proceed, SME, Michell, 

Heart, Keswick etc etc 
Open 10-6pm Mon-Fri 

10-5pm Sat 
10-2pm Sun 

Phone: 0161 793 6742 
Fax: 0161 727 7042 

Audio & Visual Solutions 
Arcarn Audiolab Castle - Chario • Denon 

Epos - Kef - Linn - Linn Knekt - Loewe 0  
Micromega - Mordaunt Short - Musical 

Technology - Naim • Primare - Rega • Rout 
4 listening lounges 

Multi-room design & installation 

Hotel Street, Leicester, LEI SAW 
Telephone 0116 262 3754 

Basically S 

Arcarn, Audio Alchemy, Audi, 

Chord Co, Denon, (pos, He 

NORWICH • N 

Monarchy, Naim Audio, Roger. I 

Teac, UKD Opera, Audio N, 

The Old ScSchool road, Br. 

Nr Norwich, Norfolk 

, 

Tel (01508)57 

E 
u 

und 
RFOLK 

, Cabletalk, Charlo, 

reek, Micnynega, 

otel, Royd, stax, TOI, 

• and many others 

-on Ash 

NR14 8HG 

)829 

Soundcraft 
INSTALLATIONS 

VISIT THE LEADING HI-FI DEALER 
IN THE SOUTH EAST 

"SEE & HEAR THE DIFFERENCE 
REAL HI-FI MAKES" 

I IN\ NAIM ARCAM RL( 

HELPLINE: 01233 624441 

MIDLANDS 

MUSIC 

MATTERS 

rff e, tiffs 
MUST ARRIVALS_ 

CHORD SPA.1200 & SPH1200B PRE-POWER, MERIDIAN 
OSP6000 SPEAKER SYSTEM, 565AC-3 SURROUND 
PROCESSOR, 557 POWER AfIP, 518 DIGITAL PROCESSOR 
AND 46 28-BIT DE., 

ALCHEMIST MAXIM, NEMESIS AND FORSETI AMPLIFIERS, 
DYNAUDIO UNGE OF SPEAKERS, EPOS ES22, SPENDOR 
AND PRO-AC SPEAKERS, ROB/ SQUIRE & DOUBLET 
SPEAKERS, QUAD 11 RANGE 

CLEARANCE ', SECOND  

NAND SALE  

OUR VERY SUCCESSFUL SALE NOW 
MEANS WE HAVE A NEW LIST 

PLEASE SEND A N S.A.E. FOR AN 
UPDATEOF THE NEW BARGAINS 

AVAILABLE. 

PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW OPENING MIES 
TUESDAY TO SATURADY 10un TILL 3.30mm 

LATE NIGHT THURSDAY TILL 7pm. 

Branches at: 

aBirmingham : 363 Hagley Road, 
Edgbaston, Tel: 0121 429 2811 

aSolihull : 93-95 Hobs Moat Road, 
Tel: 0121 742 0254 

illStourbridge: 156/157 Lower 
High Street, Tel 01384 444184 
—Demonstrations By Appointment-

FRANK HARVEY 
Hi- Fi EXCELLENCE 

163 Spoo Street. Coveotry CV 1 3BB Tel : 0203 525200. 
Mon to Sol 9.30 115.30. Closed lhundoy 

mucH xioRE Aullolah - Audio Alchemy - »corn • Mecum - Sew - bong 
à Ototsen Celeslon - Cyrus • Donor • Dual • foundottor 
( et - Iworontz - Alonllot Audb • Mauls* • Muslcol acidly 
Nat( orniceg • Nod • Goad • Rego • Rogers • Rohl • %get 

IVA AM II biped - kainey • Amens - Von Den HU • nionaha 
SAO* DULA@ mutest.« - IMPORT NONNI MALI 

THAN HI-FI 

3 Floors. 3 Dem rooms. 3000 sq feet in the pursuit of Huh Excellence 

CREATIVE AUDIO 
9 DOGPOLE, SHREWSBURY, 

SHROPSHIRE 
Tel: (01743) 241924 
Closed Mondays 

• Comfortable listening rooms 

• Home demonstrations available 
• Fart exchange welcome 
• Free home installation 
• Interest free credit 

Authorised retailer for: 
A&R ARCAM, AUD1OLAB, 

CELESTION, CYRUS 13ENON, DUAL, 

MERIDIAN, MISSION, MONITOR AUDIO, 

QUAD, REVOLVER, ROKSAN, ROTEL, 

YAMAHA, EPOS, NAM, KEF, NAD 

THE LEAMINGTON COMPANY 
THE LEADING HI Fl SPECIALIST 

ARCAM AUDIOLAII QUAD MERIDIAN MARANTZ DEMON PIONEER 
YAMAHA NOD MICROMECIA MISSIOAIKIP CELBSTIONATACM4A 

TECHNICS TRICHORDTIH REL DIOS 
SINGLE SPEAKER OEM ROOM WE DO NOT USE ANY COI‘PARETCRS 
WE ALSO HAVE FULL DIEMONSTRAI1ON OP PROJECTION TO WITH 

LASERDISC AND PULL PRO LOGIC SYS:1310 
PART EOCCHAMIE WELCOME 

PLEASE PHONE OR It MAILEOR PIRIŒS 
WE HAVE IN STOCK (WM 200 LASERIXSCI 

CALL POR OUR tAiled CATAI DUGS 
THE LEAMINGTON HI PI COMPANY 

23. Phone I/Inlet:44 OIRIMAPZAI: LbrownOINZIZorgAk 

WEST & WALES 

audio eellence   
TOE 

WHERE THE MUSIC MATTERS 

Bristol 
65 Park Street 

Bristol BSI 5PB 

(01179) 264975 

Gloucester 
58 Bristol Rood 

Gloucester GLI 5SD 

(01452) 300046 

Cardiff 
134/6 Crveys Road 

Cardiff CF2 4NR 

(01222) 228565 

Swansea 

9 High Street 

Swansea SAI 1 LE 

(01792) 474608 

Exeter 
156 Sidwell Street, Exeter, EX4 6RT 

(01392) 491194 

TUESDAY - SATURDAY 9.00 - 5.30 

CLOSED MONDAY 

Fil- FI WORLD APRIL 1998 



EIRE SERVICES & CONSULTANTS REPAIR & DIY 

M M 

Hearing is Believing 

CLIIIIFY 
/0 

55 Main Street, 

Blackrock, 

Dublin. 

Tel: IOU 2889449/2888477 
Open Ion Sat le is 106 pm. 

lbw • hi 10 am to 4 pm. 

Arcarn 

88.W 

Audiolab 

Castle 

Meridian 

Ciasse 

Rega 

Marantz 

Epos 

Naim Audio 

Sony 

HEIL 

VALVES & TUBES 

( cyc  /CHELMER VALVE COMPANY 

Buy (VC PREMIUM Hi-Fi valves direct from us. 

All valves processed for improved performance. 

We also have Stock of MAJOR BRAND types 

including :MULLARD, GEC, BRIMAR, RCA, GE, etc 

130, New London Road, Chelmsford, Essex, CM2 ORG 

Tel: 01245 265865 Fax: 01245 490064 

SERVICES & CONSULTANTS 

Sl'UDER REVOX 
SALES, SERVICE, SPARES 

SERVICE & REPAIR OF 

A77, B77, A700, PR99 & 

36 SERIES 

HI-FI SPARES TO ORDER 

SERVICED MACHINES IN 

STOCK 

APPROVED CONVERSIONS 

E.M.A.S. 
TEL: 0 I 246-27 5 4 79 

F A X : 0 I 246 5 504 2 I 

REVOX SERVICE 
Fully Guaranteed Service and Repair 

Insured Carriage arranged 

Free Estimation 

Also: Tape Supplies 

Second User Reconditioned Machines 

Spate Parts orders welcome 

Free Advice 

Ram Tek 
Tel: ( 0181) 207 6159 

Fax: (0181)953 1118 

Kinetic Centre, Theobald Street, 
Borebamwood, Herts. WD6 4SE 

(atv 

ATV SERVICES 
LEATHERHEAD • Hi-Fi VCR's 

01372 456921 le V°4"esteci 

• Service & Repairs 

• Valve & transistor amplifiers 

• Vintage valve Radios 

LoRicRAFT im)Io 
Required Garrard 301/401, Thorens TD I 24 
Goldring GL75 any condition or any part, 

from new to completely used 

Tel/Fax/Answer _phone - 
01488 72267 

GT AUDIO 
GUARANTEED TOP QUALITY REPAIRS AND 

SERVICING ON ALL TYPES OF VALVE AUDIO 
EQUIPMENT. SYMPATHETIC UPGRADING 

CARRIED OUT USING THE FINEST 
COMPONENTS AVAILABLE. 

Also agents For:-CROFT, G.A.T.E., GRAAF, LEAK 
TROUGHLINE TUNERS, MONRIO, 

NOTTINGHAM ANALOGUE, POSSELT, UM) 
OPERA, UNISON RESEARCH, YAMAMURA 

CHURCHILL ACCESSORIES 

TEL: 01895 833099 

RESTORATION OF 
CLASSIC EQUIPMENT 

Electronics engineer (Degree/MAES) with 
over 40 years experience and specialist 
knowledge of Quad, Radford, Leak, Rogers 
and Amstrong, etc. Extensive facilities enable 

original standards with detailed reports of 
work carried out. Apparatus is demonstrated 
prior to clients departure. Available 7 days a 
week. Valve testing a speciality. 

Circuit Data of Classic Equipment on offer... 

PLEASE ENQUIRE 
Electronics Engineer and Consultant 
Tel: 0181 504 5467 Woodford, Essex 

REPAIR & DIY 

TECHNICAL & GENERAL 
THE ORIGINAL TURNTABLE SPECIALIST 

for the Great Classical Turntable, Arms, Cartridges, Styli 

CONNOISSEUR • GARRARD • GOLDRING • 
LENCO • ORTOFON • SHURE • S.M.E • 

THORENS • WATTS 

All available Genuine spares and our own 
re-manufacture of obsolete parts 

NO ILLUSORY 'IMPROVEMENT' NO 
DUBIOUS OR HARMFUL 'MODIFICATIONS' 

Cartridges and styli, correct radius diamonds, for early 
recordings - 78s & Lps 

TECHNICAL & GENERAL 

P.O.Box 53 Crowborough, East Sussex TN6 2BY 
Tel: 01892 65 45 34 

Bored by the sound of your 
current system? 

The Russ Andrews Solution  

Don't change it upgrade it ! 
By improving the quality of crucial components and 
wiring in your equipment you can achieve results that 

will astound you and for o fraction of the cost of 
buying a new model 
Our Catalogue contains the definitive selection of 
the World's best Hi-Fi components. 
Our Upgrade Kits provide instructions on how to 
carry out O vast ronge of upgrades. 

Our Unique after- sales technical support ensures 
you have access to our expertise should you have any 

queries. 

Give It a new lease of life I 

To receive our latest information and upgrading advice 
- just mail, phone or fax the following address: 

Russ Andrews Ltd., Edge Bank House, Kendal, Westmorland 
LAS 9,,5, ENGLAND. Tel: 01539 823247 Fax: 01539 823317 

WANT PERFORMANCE? 
Then cut RF interference & casing vibration with copper 

shielding products & let your equipment give 100% 

• CD Roof: Attractive sheet copper/medite/damping-pad slab 
that sits on top of your CD player. And? "As effective as an 
isolation platform or cable upgrade: From £20 (kit) to £50 

• Custom Sheet Copper Service for DIY: The ultimate anti-RF 
interference material in any size or quantity at the best price. 
Easy to build MOSFET 8 DAC shields, cladding, chassis, etc 

For Free Brochure: 07970 654356 
Kopperae, PO Box 6884, Dundee, DD5 lYB wkopp@taynet.co.uk 

VINYL 

Records at Cost 
NOW YOU CAN BUY YOUR CDs 
AT DEALER'S COST PRICE 
As a member of the WSL Records at Cost 
Service you can buy any brand new CD at 

trade price + postage and a small handling 

charge from only 50p. Write, phone, fax or 

e-mail us now and we II send you full details of 

the Records at Cost Service and how to join. 

YiSL P.O. BOX 32 ST. LEONARDS EAST SUSSEX TN38 OUZ 
TEL: (01424) 718254 (24 Hours) FAX: (01424) 718262 
E-MAIL: WILSONSTEREOLIBRARYOCOMPUSERVE.COM  

PLUS! WE INVITE YOU TO CASH IN ON A 

MASSIVE CD WAREHOUSE 

CLEARANCE SALE! 

TO ADVERTISE IN 
SPECIALIST HI- Fl DEALER 
SECTION PLEASE PHONE: 

CAROLINE KNOTT 
01245 443555 
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F
. ollowing the tweaking suit of 
the rest of the audio business, 
B&W have finally turned out 

their very first SE-plaqued 
loudspeakers, the CDM1SEs. The 

original, reviewed by David Price in 
our September 1997 issue, was 

introduced some time ago and has 
apparently sold healthily since then, 

especially in Asia. This came as no 
surprise given its ability to thrill in 

the showroom - that crisp treble and 

tuneful bass had many people 
reaching for their wallets. 

One change I noticed straight 

away was a new Kevlar mid/bass 

driver. The predecessor's dustcap 
has been replaced by a bullet-

shaped 'dispersion modifier' which 

B&W claim improves the spatial 
dispersion of the driver. 

The crossover has been upgraded 
with polypropylene capacitors and 
is split into two halves for the 

respective high and low frequencies. 

This reduces interference and thus 

makes the most of the bi-wiring 

which B&W say is mandatory rather 

than optional with the CDM1SEs. 

Retained from the original are the 

same beautifully-crafted cabinets 
with internal bracing, the front-firing 

reflex port and the metal tweeter 

mounted in its own housing. 
The B&Ws were placed on a pair 

of Soundbyte-filled Atacama 5E24 
stands and driven by the Roksan 
Caspian integrated and Musical 

Fidelity X-A50 monoblocs from an 

Assemblage DAC-2. Interconnects 

came from The Chord Company, 

van den Hul and Kimber. 

The CDM1s were tested after 
running in continuously for a week. 

Though near-wall positioning is 
recommended, I obtained the best 

results by placing them about half a 

metre away from the back wall with 
a small toe-in. 

From experience, I expected a 

fast and detailed response from the 

B&Ws and I wasn't disappointed. 

The leading edges of struck cymbals 

in a Miles Davis rennaster were 
accurately produced and double-

bass dug deep considering the 

cabinets' size. The opening lines of 

Miles' solo can sound brash and 

harsh in some systems but the 
CDM1SEs mated with the warm 

Caspian amp avoided excess in this 
area. 

The Special Editions fit the bill for 
Pop too with their energetic 

character. They kept tunes flowing 

along on a firm foundation of deep, 
lively basslines as Pulp proved. 

However, it was this group which 
showed up one of the B&Ws' 

shortfalls. 

Jarvis Cocker's voice was laid 

back and lightly coloured, as if he 
had a slightly blocked nose" one 

friend commented. Referring to a 
pair of ProAc Tablettes showed that 

the cause was, indeed, the 

CDM1SEs. Playing Classical music 

showed up another hiccup. Piano 
sounded a touch veiled in the 

middle octave but grew sharper as 
the notes ran up in pitch. 

There is a forceful upscale 
progression in the opening bars of 

Brahms' Sonata Nol with Ax on the 
piano (Sony SK 459331. Here, the 

sound was powerful with the same 

excellent transient reproduction as 
in the Miles Davis recording. 

Tonally there was a hint of 

unevenness and some artificial 
metallic zing from the tweeter. 

From the criticisms above you 

might be drawing the conclusion 

that the CDM1SEs are flawed. That 

would be an unfairly harsh 
judgement though. These little stand 

mounters do need to be driven to a 
realistic level to give their best. Set 

the volume too low and the bass 

loses weight, dynamics become 

flatter and complex passages can get 

confused. Feed the B&Ws the right 
musical diet at the right volume and 

they'll fare better. 

That metal-dome tweeter can 

imbue more natural instrumentation 

with a rather synthetic tonal quality 
at times, which predisposes these 
'speakers to Pop where their bold, 

substantial presentation is more 
suitable. Carefully matched with 

warmish ancillaries though, their 

transparency and excitement will 
appeal • 

B&W CDM1SE £600 

B&W Loudspeakers 

Marlborough Road, 

Churchill Ind. Estate, 

Lancing, 

W. Sussex BN15 8TR 

Tel: 01903 750750 

LWORLD VERDICT 
000 
Tuneful and 

confident, these 

'speakers are 

well-suited tc Pop 

and Dance music 

Measured Performance 

see p111 
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l/1.1C -FIC )2G.; ( rr, 16 Bridge Road, 
Cirencester, Gloucester. GL7 Inif Tel + 44 (0)1285 
654432. Fax: + 44 (0) 01285 654430. In 1988, a year 
after the birth of the Acoustic Energy. the AEI was 
launched amidst worldwide acclaim. Acoustic Energy 
Ltd went on to develope their Reference Series 
Loudspeakers, also with great success. It was this 
success that bought about the 100 Series, a range of 
loudspeakers aimed at the more volume-orientated 
'mid-fi market The immediate success of this Series 
has provided significant growth for A.E. and the 
Company continues to expand and re-invest. 

.% L.- :'11.) DUCT S Call us and allow us to 
transform your life with products from an acclaimed 
range of Amplifiers, CD's and PrelPower combinations 
including such models as 'Kraken' and 'Forsetti' right 
through to our award winning 'The Alchemist' range 
(Winners 1996 CO TV. Japan) Unit I. Furzewood 
House, Cranbourne Ind Est, Potters Bar, Herts. ENE 
31N. Tel: 01707 664607 (for enquiries) Tel: 01753 
819949 (for UK Sales) Fax: 01707 664207 (for 
enquiries) Fax, 01753 889636 (for UK Sales). 

ALEMA UK LTD 25 Montifore Road. Hone, BN3 
IRD. Tel 01273 202637. Audion ` Edison Andersson 
• (Trade enquiries welcome for our newly extended 
range). 

PPOLLO The UK based designers and 
manufacturers of high quality speaker stands and 
equipment racks hare now added to their 
comprehensive range a modular system ideal for 
housing audio visual products and CD storage. Please 
send For our free brochure to Zenith Crown Ltd. 
Tipton Rd. Dudley. West Midlands, 0114 Tel. 0121 
520 5070. Fax. 0121 522 2055. - All export trade 
enquiries welcome. 

A li CAM Pembroke Are, Denny Industrial Centre. 
Waterbeach, Cambridge. CBS 9PH. Tel 01223 440964 
or Fa>. 01223 863384 Manufacturers of the Delta 290 
Amplifier and the Delta 280 Digital FM Tuner. The two 
! ogether produce a sound that has been described as 
subtle and intriguing" and that provide real clout" - 
discover this for yourself. For information on not only 
these products but also the Arcam CD Players. 
Speakers, Cassette Decks etc., 'Phone or write in to 
request a brochure - The pleasure is all yours! 

AUDIOPHILE FURNITURE LTD The Square. 
Forest Row. East Sussex RHI8 5ES Tel: 01342 826262. 
Fax, 01342 824845. Manufacturers of the patented 
BASE VIBRATION CONTROL PLATFORMS AND 
THE MODULAR AUDIO SUPPORT SYSTEM. These 
Products are endorsed by Hi-Fi World. Also newly 
introduced are the RESONANCE CONTROLLED HI-FI 
CABINETS which are multi level modular design and 
available in various sizes and wood finishes. Please 
telephone for more details and a product portfolio. 

AUDIOLAR Cambridge Systems Technology Ltd. 
Spitfire Close, Ermine Park, Huntingdon, Cambs, PEI8 
6)(Y. Tel + 44 ( 0)1480 415600. Fax + 44 ( 0) 1480 
52159. The Audiolab amplifiers. CD players and tuners 
are internationally acknowledged for their 
sophisticated, modern design, combined with 
outstanding sound quality and flexibility. There are now 
10 Audiolab models which range from the famous 
8000A Integrated Amplifier through to the new 
800I)CD Integrated CO Player. For full information and 
details of your Audiolab dealer. please 'phone or write. 

AUDIO SYNTHESIS Manufacturers of the the 
outstanding DAX digital to analogue converter. comes 
DAX-2. a new Hi.End reference converter able to dig 
deeper into the digital source than ever before! A new 
addition to the superb PASSION series of all Vishay 
controllers has just been introduced in the form of 
PASSION 8. a fully remote controlled uniquely 
transparent passive preamplifier, toe perfect match for 
DESfRE. By word of mouth our DESIRE power 
amplifier is rapidly convincing listeners, whelther 
passive or active! New for 1997 is TRANSCEND a 
state of art CD transport with AES. coaxial, AT&T 
glass and Toslink outputs. Audio Synthesis, PO BOX 
50,Nottingham, NG9 IDZ, Tel: (+44)(0)115 922 4138. 
Fax: (+ 44( (0)115 922 9701. 

CABLE TALK Unit 12, Farnborough Business 
Centre, Eelmoor Road, Farnborough, Hampshire. GUI4 
7XA. Tel: (+ 44) (0)1252 373434. Fax: (+ 44) (0)1252 
371818. Designers and manufacturers of British made 
high quality, value for money, interconnect and speaker 
cables. Phone or fax for a free full colour brochure on 
our What Hi-Fi( 5 star rated products. 

CAMPAIGN AUDIO DESIGN Llandudno Road, 
Cardiff CF3 8PG. Tel  01222 779 401. Supplies / 
manufactures mailorder, high purity silver 
interconnects, loudspeaker cables, internal wires and 
bespoke mains cables. Generous two week trial period. 

CANFORD AUDIO PLC Crowther Road. 
Washington, Tyne & Wear, NE38 OBW, UK Sales 0191 
415 -0205. Fax: 0191-416-0392 E- Mail: 
mbc@canford.co.uk Internet: www.canford.co.uk The 
UK's leading manufacturer and distributor of 
professional audio equiomenL specialists in cableing & 
connectors. Canford invite interested parties to call for 
one of their FREE 850 page bi.annual catalogues which 
details over 12.000 products. Canford have offices and 
distributors worldwide. 

ELECTRONICS LIMITED 3 Bower 
Mount Road, Maidstone,Kent MEI6 8AX Telephone: 
01622.764874, Fax: 01622488480. We have recently 
complemented our highly acclaimed SPM range of 
power amplifiers with 2 superb pre-amps - the CPA 
2800 CPA 4000as well as the BBC qualified LS5/12A 
loudspeaker & LF5/12 bass extension system. Call us 
for copies of reviews that will leave you wanting details 
of your nearest retailer. 

• CREEK AUDIO LTD 2 Bellevue Road, Frien 
, London NII 3ER Tel: 0181 361 4133, Fax: 

361 4131 Manufacturers of the 4240SE Integrated 
Al2 Power Amp, P42 Pre-Amp. CD42 Compact 
Player. 013H-8 MM Phono Pre•Amp, OBH-9 MC 

' -Phono PreAmp OBH-10 IR Remote Volume Control 
OBH.I I Headphone Amplifier, OBH-12 Remote 
Passive Pre-Amp. New range launched Spring'97. 

:\ -501C P.O. Box 91. Bury Sc Edmunds, Suffolk. 
IP30 ONF. Tel 01284 828 926 Fax 01284 828 o26. OBS 
Audio supply quality loudspeaker kits designed by Dave 
Berriman. The DBS 6. features a custom•built 8-inch 
cast.chassis woofer with high-power voice cod. Morel 
high- power tweeter, and ready-assembled crossover 
with van den Hul cable ICW 630V polypropylene 
capacitors and bi.wired with gold-plated terminals. By 
popular demand DBS411 is now upgraded to MkIll 
(upgrade kit available). New designs are planned. Also. 
UK distributor for the CLIO professional quality (but 
easy to use) PC ' based audio measuring system. 
Mastercard / Visa accepted. 
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reobniefr Zni dtsaanbelre developments Sound. 
EC A DISTRIBUTION Resulting from our own 
research and development. The ECA Design Team, has 
achieved the award winning Vista SI Lectern S Pre 
Power combo (Best Buy: Hi-Fi Choice) and the Vista 
HD/Lectern HD Pre-Power combo (Gramophone 
Audio Choice 1996 Award). Closely followed by our 
ECA A.2 True Ribbon Speakers and Prisma Phono Amp 
for "the naturally neutral chain". The barest minimum 
of wiring in the amps. super symmetry in the circuits 
and vacuum impregnated air coils custom made for the 
speakers P.0.8ox 3023 London NW2 7RW. Tel/Fax, 
0181 998 1086 

EMINENT AUDIO Distributor of Croft Valve 
Amplification. Tel 0(902 6565(7. Fax. 0121 681 
8772 Mobile 0956 921740 U.K. Stockists are: 
Classique Sounds ( Leicester) GT Audio (London 
NW) Nottingham Analogue, Purist Audio, The 
Cartridge Man (Len Gregory • Croydon), call 
for overseas distributors. 

FALCON ACOUSTICS LTD Tabor House, 
Norwich Road, Mulbarton, Norwich, Norfolk, NRI4 
8JT. Tel. (01508) 578272. U.K. distributors of FOCAL 
drive units and SOLEN (chateauroux) polypropylene 
capacitors and the largest inductor manufacturer in the 
U.K. Comprehensive range of DIY Speaker Parts and 
Kits, Sub- Bass and Electronic Filters. 'Everything but 
the wood' Enquiries should be accompanied by a 38p 
stamped addressed envelope. 

FULLERS AUDIO 20 Tunbridge Road, Southend 
on Sea. Essex SS2 6LT. Tel. 01702 612116. Fuller's 
audio produce a range of innovative products. 
Amplification - al° single ended class A 
semiconductor power amplifier - £ 1200, b70 a 
rnosfet power amplifier of high standard - £599. peel 
and peel + matching pre-amplifiers - C599/[649. geni 
phono stage for mm and me cartridges 0-99. 
Loudspeakers Pharoah system. upgradable from 1 
pair of cabinets to 3 pairs for truly extended bass. 
passive/active options C64942499. Sphinx a 3 way 
floor standing unit £1349. Sultan HE.. 98dB sensitivity 
£439. matching Sub Woofer £559. Sultan. 91.5dB 
sensitivity £ 309. 

IAN EDWARDS The Old Chapel, 282 Skipton Road. 
Harrogate, Yorks. Tel 01423 500442. Somebody 
Somewhere must make better storage units for CDs, 
Music, LP:, HiFi. Books, etc. than Ian Edwards. BUT 
until he appears. why not send for the brochure 
showing a selection of HAND MADE units. To do this 
please send 3 x 2nd class stamps. 

IPL ACOUSTICS are a long established supplier of 
high quality speaker kits, components and PTFE 
Silver cables. Our kit nnge includes 6 Transmission 
Lines and Kits for A.V. use, available with or without 
flat-pack cabinets (Plain or preveneered). Our latest 
Transmission Line has a spun aluminium bass unit and 
a superb new ribbon tweeter. For details send large 
30p S.A.E. - IPL Acoustics. 2 Laverton Road, 
Westbury. Wiltshire, BA13 3RS. Tel. 01373 823333 

JAMO UK LTD Jamo House. 5 Faraday Close. 
Drayton Fields, Daventry. Northants, NNI1 SRD. 
Tel 01327 301300 Fax 01327 300511 Web page. 
www.jamo.co.uk "The Sound Of Excellence" 
Loudspeakers form Jamo are the result of 30years 
experience and development work. Over the years, a 
comprehensive fund of knowledge has accumulated in 
the company, which contributes to making Jamo one 
of the world's leading and most recognised 
loudspeaker makers. In addition. Jamo was the first 
loudspeaker manufacturer to obtain the coveted ISO 
9001 certificate for its quality assurance system. 

JEM DISTRIBUTION ( FI RAXI Springfield Mills. 
Spa Street. Ossen. Wakefield. WFS 01PN. Tel: 01924 
277626. Fax: 01924 270759. Fi- Eux offers a new 
dimension in audio visual racking. High quality 
aluminium construction. Finishes available to your 
choice. Fully adjustable 6mm glass shelving. sound 
insulation on shelflfeet. Custom created to suit your 
system. Free delivery throughout the UK. For further 
information or a free -brochure contact ( EM 
Distribution. 

JORDAN WATTS ACOUSTICS LTD Cyntra 
Place, 201 Mare Street, Hackney, London E8 3QE 
Tel. 0181 985 1646. Jordan Watts Acoustics for Sight 
AND Sound. 

KESWICK AUDIO RESEARCH 54 Coach Road. 
Outwood, Wakefield, W Yorks, WFI 3EX. Tel/Fax 
01924 870606. "I'd say that the Figaro is the best 
miniature speaker I have heard" Audiophile March 
1993. Write in or call for details on our full product 
range and your nearest stockist. 

KRONOS DISTRIBUTION 7 Scotch Street 
Centre, Dungannon BT70 I AR Tel:01868 753606. 
Fax:01868 753006. Kronos is the UK distributor of 
some of the finest Hi Fi products in Europe. These 
include Audiomeca digital products and turntables: 
Lieder silver speaker and interconnect cables: Pro-ject 
turn- tables and amplifiers: Triangle speslers and 
electronics: and YBA amplifiers. We also handle 
Frameworks equipment tables; Arion valve amplifiers 
and mains filters and Essex Audio digital products from 
the UK. Please telephone or write for product details 
and dealer lists. 

LANGREX SUPPLIES LTD 1 Mayo Road. 
Croydon, Surrey . CEO 2QP. Tel 0181 681 1166. Fax: 
0181 684 3056. One of the largest distributors of 
electronic valves. tubes and semi-conductors in the UK. 
and USA manufacturers. stock. We specialise in 
obsolete types including original UK and USA made 
audio valves. Telephone or fax for an immediate 
quotation. 

LED AUDIO 7 Lancaster Gardens West, Clacton-on. 
Sea, Essex C015 6QG Tel, (01255) 422533 Fax: 
(01255) 221069. Manufacturer of High 
Quality,Amplifiers. CD Flayers.D/A Converters.copper 
& Silver Cables. Hand built to the highest standards to 
give stunning performance & classey looks. No 
gimmicks just pure sound. High End Audio has never 
been so affordable. Mewl Mystral range for those 
who want an alternative to mass produced products. 
Top quality looks & sounds at surprisingly reasonable 
prices. 

LOR1CRAFT AUDIO " Vintage DIY". 4 Big Lane, 
Goose Green. Lambourn, Berks. RGI7 8XQ. Tel 
01488 72267. Specialist restoration of Garrard 30I's 
and 401's using genuine spares and re- manufactured 
paru to original pristine standards in our newly built 
work shops designed primarily for these purposes. 
Wanted..Goldring 0175  

MARSTON AUDIO RESEARCH 17, Queens 
Avenue, King's Lynn, Norfolk. PE30 SLR. Tel: 01553 
772875 Fax: 01553 767988 e-mail: 
marston@planetweb.co.uk.web site, 
www.planetweb.co.uk/marston. Manufacturers of the 
Silhouette and Silhouette Elite Digital to Analog_ue 
Converters and the new "Marston Silhouette" CD 
Player, engineered to produce stunning dynamics. 

Areside 
Mills, Cononley, Keighley. West Yorkshire, 8020 8LW. 
Tel: 01535 632700. Fax) 01535 632887. Distributors of 
High Quality audio products from LFD amplifiers, 
Totem Loudspeakers, Reference Recordings, Jecklin 
Float Headphones. Sequence loudspeakers, Sonneteer 
amplifiers and quality recordings from Proprius. IF ITS 
MUSIC YOU LOVE, TELEPHONE OR WRITE FOR 
LITERATURE. 

MORGAN AUDIO SYSTEMS LTD A range of 
equipment hand built in the UK. consisting of a CD 
player / DA. converter / integrated: á pre/power 
amplifiers: The integrated amplifiers are designated 
125/250/600. Priced at [249/D99/C999. Pre-power 
versions of the 250/600 are priced at £799/1899. The 
CD player @ ES79 & DAC @ £399 offer astounding 
performance and complete the 250 range. For further 
info. please call:- 0151 236 7667. 

NOTTINGHAM ANALOGUE STUDIO Tel: 
01773 762947. Design and manufacture of quality 
analogue audio. We re in the business because we 
realise how important music is. Our turntable arms 
and cartridges sell the world over a commitment to 
providing all our customer's with the best of 
analogue. we lore music. 

OPUS 31 PENTACONE 4 Cross Bank Road. 
Batley, W.Yorks. WFI7 811. Tel/Fax: 01924 445039. 
Naturally recorded music on CD á LP. Three 
dimensional, Dynamic & Live. Plus dynamic equipment 
to play it on, including a concrete turntable and 
speakers, linear tracking arm, unique cabling system 
and valve amplification. WE WERE AT THE 
RECORDING SESSION!! 

OPTIMUM INTERNATIONAL 2000 "A 
beautiful and stunning range of support systems for 
both hi-fi and audio visual equipment. Manufactured in 
the U.K. for the new millenium. Comprising stylish 
toughened safety glass and stainless steel support 
rods. these products provide both visual and sound 
performance. The new Premier range is totally 
modular and therefore totally flexible. suiting the 
needs of all customers. All models are fully spiked and 
flat packed for ease of transportation. Please call for 
further details. Tel/Fax. +44 (0) 1274 583249. 

OPUS3/PENTACONE. Natural Acoustical Music 
recorded on CD & LP. Three Dimensional Dynamic 
and Lire. SYSTEM HARMONISING: A service to 
extract the full potential of your hi-fi equipment by 
careful and innovative methods of Synergy Tuning 
only /25 a visit). WE WERE AT THE RECORDING 
SESSION!! Because we record lire music we know 
what it sounds like. 4, Cross Bank Road, Batley. W. 
Yorks. WP I7 8PJ. Tel/Fax: 01921 415039. 
E ...p Mail:entacone@hounailcom 
WWW: http://dspace.dialpipex.com/n1rn 

PLATFORM 7 High density marble ISOLATION 
PLATFORMS for all maltes of equipment 
RACKS/STANDS. An elegant way to UPGRADE. 
Improves clarity: better BASS control. 3 Abbotts 
Drive, North Wembley, Middlesex MAO 358. Tel: 
0181 904 2646. Also NEALGAR DISTIBUTION 
Tel/Fax 01296 24756. 

P.M. COMPONENTS LTD Are the specialist 
component company for high end audio enthusiasts. 
Also carbon tubes/audio valves. Major stockists for 
Golden Dragon, Mullard. GEC & Tecnix valves plus a 
vast archive of vintage tubes. 

PRISM ACOUSTICS LTD Prism House, Duncan 
Street. Banff, Aberdeenshire, AB45 I EQ. Tel. 01261 
818444. Fax 01261 818555. Http://www.prism• 
acoustics.com E-mail: enquiries@prismacoustics.com 
Prism Acoustics Ltd. Has pioneered the used of 
Reflective Ware Technology (RWT) in the design of 
all our loudspeakers. Contact to find out more! 

PREMIER MARBLE LTD Uncover the true 
sound quality and potential of your system. Use the 
natural benefits of granite and marble. These natural 
materials offer better base definition, clarity, and 
natural sound staging. capabilities. CD/Turn-table 
platform:, custorn made stands, shelves or anything 
you desire cut and polished to any shape or site 
required.Tel 01603 721995 

REL ACOUSTICS North Road. Bridgend Ind Est. 
End end, Mid Glamorgan. CF3I 3TP. UK. Tel. 01656 
768 -777. international +44 656 768 777. Fax. 01656 
766 093. international. + 44 656 766 093. The UK's 
only specialist sub-bass speaker manufacturer. "The 
only one that works". Get your dealer to give you a 
home demo and find out what the fuss is all about. 

REL. HARMAN AUDIO Unit 2, Borehamwood 
Ind, Park, Rowley Lane, Borehamwood. Herts. WD6 
SPZ. Tel: 0181 207 5050. Fax 0181 207 4572. Sub 
Base Systems • Rd l Strata. Stadium, Stentor. Studio. 

RDE TANDBERG HI-FI SERVICES Holly Tree 
House, The Green, Full Sutton. YORK YO4 IHW. 
Tel, 01759 372795. The service, overhaul and 
reconditioning of all Tandberg hi-fi products 
regardless of age. 

RINGMAT DEVELOPMENTS Ringmat 
Developments, PO Box 200, Brentwood. Essex CMI5 
9FB. Tel 01277 200 210 Ringmat is the first support 
for a record on a turntable platter to be properly 
designed and is now the leading turntable mat for the 
discerning_listener. The recent XLR version of the 
RINGMAT 330 MKII improves performance still 
further. Also now available are RINGMAT Platter 
Inserts for Roksan Xerxes and G d 401 
turntables, which bring significant improvements in 
sound quality when used with the RINGMAT 330 
MKLL and XLit record supports. In September 1997. 
Ringmat Developments unveiled its latest product - 
ST,MAT - claiming it to bring the biggest advance in 
CD sound reproduction since compact discs were 
introduced in 1983.. 

SHEARNE AUDIO P 0 BOX 22. Stevenage, 
Hertfordshire 5G2 8HF, England Tel. 01438 740953. 
Following the highly acclaimed Phase 2 integrated, by 
adding the Phase 3 power amplifier and bi-amping, 
Shearne Audio are continuing the design philosophy 
of an upgradable system through the range. 
Introducing the Phase 6, a superbly musical. 
specialised pre-amplifier allowing owners of the Phase 
2 or 3 or both to upgrade their systems to highly 
specialised levels, also the introduction of the Phase 
5, 100 watt Monoblock. These along with the phase 6 
pre- amplifier can be used via Phono inputs or 
balanced mode giving even greater versatility. 

SONIC LINK The Derwent Business Centre,Clarke 
Street,Derby. DEI 2BU Tel:+44-01 332-361390 
Fax,+44-01332-298836 SALES HOTLINE •-07-00-
CABLE(0700-00-22253)Make the World's Finest 311-F1 

Cables from the Highest Quality Materials. Sonic Link 
SILVER PINK Sonic Link VERMILLION Interconnect 
Sonic Link AST200 o 2 BiWire Speaker Cable Sonic 
Link VIOLET Interconnect. Plus many more. Please 
ring for details 

72 Novar Drive. Hyndl 
Glasgow,. GI2 9TZ Tel. 0141 339 7595 Fax. 01 
7592 e-mail bytesepcolloquiurn.co.uk. We s 
only in mass loading material. After hours exha 
testing SOUND BYTES with various types of speakers. 
we know it works and so do you • we have never had a 
single complaint. Call us for advise on how much to 
add to your equipment for the best performance and 
the location of your nearest dealer. 

. 52 Milton Road, 
London Sw 14 8JR.Tel- 0181 - 2S5-686á Importers and 
distributers of the finest audio equipment, featuring the 
stunning Bou;Ider 2.000 series and the complete range 
from Norwegian manufacturer Electrocornpaniet 

J E SUEDE PI Valley Works, Station 
Lane. Heckmondwike, West Yorkshire, WF16 ONF. 
Tel. 01924 404088. Manufacturers of hand crafted 
audio products. "A world of Music". Call or write in for 
information on our SDA-I Digital to Analogue 
Converter, SOT-1 CD Player. A2 la Class 'A' Amplifier. 
A258 Integrated Amplifier, A48 Integrated Amplifier. 
Adlc Pre Amplifier, AuSlp Power Amplifier and more 

TALK ELECTRONICS Unit 12, Farnborough 
Business Centre, Eelmoor Road, Farnborough., 
Hampshire, GU14 7XA. Tel: 01252 378838. Please ring 
for details 

TARGET AUDIO PRODUCTS PLC Britannia • 
House. Leagrave Road. Luton, LU3 IR). The Audio. 
equipment. rack and speaker stand specialist. For' 
information on our products please telephone or write. 

TECH-LINK distributes some of the best performing 
hi-fi and a/v accessories currently avaliable in the U.K. 
These include: Puresonic. best known for its range of 
high performance interconnects and connectors. and 
cable adapters for a wide variety of hi-fi and a/v 
applications in its range; Tech-Link's own brand Switch 
Boxes are the perfect solution to multiple applications 
• for example, its highly acclaimed TAS-1 is a very 
practical and inexpensive way of switching your 
speakers between hi-fi and home cinema systems; and 
Shark • a range of very exclusive high quality cables. 
interconnects and connectors. 
For more information , contact:Tech-Link at Units I/2, 
76a Fernley Road. London. SE25 6NX. Te1:0181 771 
8388, Fax, 0181 771 1840. 

TEAC 5 Marlin House. The Croxley Centre, Watford 
WD I 8YA. Tel: 01923 819630. Fax: 01923 236290. 
Teat has already established a virtual world-dominance 
in the manufacture of precision recording equipment 
and data storage products and the company is now 
turning its attention to its core hi-fi and audio related 
products. The Tokyo Electro-Acoustic Company 
(hence TEAC) was formed in 1956. Over the years 
TEAC has produced some of the world's most 
outstanding recording equipment, including many 
excellent affordable home cassette decks (for which 
the name TEAC became almost synonymous) and by 
the time of the dawning of the digital age at the 
beginning of the 1980 s it was internationally 
acknowledged as a world leader in audio technology 
with a string of high fidelity firsts to its name. 1997 saw 
a significant turning point for TEAC with the launch of 
a superb new mini-system, a newly developed VRDS 
mini CD player and a British designed CD player. 

TRICHORD RESEARCH LTD Following on from 
the highly acclaimed CD clock oscillator modifications 
the Pulsar Series One digital to analogue converter. 
This unique design is part multibit and part bitstrearn 
to give absolute linearity over an extremely wide 
dynamic range. Switchable between 18 or 20 bit 
resolution this converter will become the standard for 
CD replay. For details telephone 01684 573524. 

VAD1S AMPLIFIERS Kirkland. 32 Head Street. 
Beith, Ayrshire KA1S 2EU Tel: 01505 504128 A new 
manufacturer in Scotland producing a very different 
valve power amplifier. The DIRECT OUTPUT (Patent 
applied for) design. after two years of development. has 
resulted in a power amplifier which dispenses with the 
output transformer, yet has an output impedance of 
only 0.2 ohm! Distortion is low at about 1).05%. and 
because there is no OUtpUt transformer the bandwidth 
is very wide with no loss of power or increase in 
distortion. The result is astonishingly clear and natural 
sound. Two versions hand made to order. the SIS 
giving 15w per channel stereo, the MOO, 50w mono. 
Black or colour finish. 

WILMSLOW AUDIO 50 Main Street, Broughton 
Astley. Leicester LE9 6RD. Tel. (01455) 286603 Fax. 
(01455) 286605. "Extensive range of Drive Units and 
over 30 different designs of self-assembly kit. Drive 
units include those from CEP, Dynaudio, Auto, Seas, 
Peerless. Scanspeak and Morel. Everything required for 
the loudspeaker Builder, and facilities to listen to the 
kits in built up form." 

R. J. FLETCHER AUDIO Tel: 01209 
612260 Fax: 01209 710777. A.K.G.. Audio Innovations, 
Audio Analysis, Atacama, Audio Mech, Audionote, 
Audioquest. Audio Technica. Beyer. Cable Talk, Denon, 
Foundation. Goldring, Harman Kardon, Impulse, (EL. 
?W. Klipsh, Micromega. Monitor Audio. Musical 
Fidelity, NAD, Nakarnichi. Onkyo, Ortofon, Precption. 
Project, QED, S.D. Acoustics, SHE, Sonic Link, 
Soundstyle, Sugden, Target,TDL, Teac, Triangle. 
Trichord, Vivanco. 

MUSON IC U F( LT C Specialist manufacturer & 
supplier of replacement & original styli for more than 
40 years. Over 600 types stocked with many obsolete • 
78 versions available Also pick - up cartridges, record, 
tape. Cd accessories. My not try us & hear the 
difference!! Trade-Export enquiries welcome. 
Tel!Fax/e-mail your requirements to: • Unit 13. Wenta 
Business Centre, Colne Way, Watford, Herts, WD2 
4NL Tel: 01923 213344 Fax: 01923 213355 
e-mail: musonic@compuserve. cow 

To advertise in 
Meet Your Maker, 
please Telephone 
Caroline Knott on 

01245 443555 
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Feature 

Vintage 
Virtues By Haden Boardman 

I
n hi-fi there's only a limited number of different types 
of drive units. Most are moving coil, a few 

electrostatic, but all rely on a moving surface to 

generate sounds. There is, however, a form of 
loudspeaker that has no moving parts whatsoever. It also 
has no resonance, practically no distortion and none of 

the problems associated with every other kind of drive-

unit technology. It is called the lonophone and was the 
invention of Parisian M.S. Klein back in 1951. 

The B&W P2H was designed as a monitor-quality 
loudspeaker and was lucky enough to use a version of 

Monsieur Klein's lonophone which was made in England 

by Fane Loudspeakers under the name "lonofane". 

These drivers use a controlled ionic discharge in a 

small quartz tube or cell. In the centré of the cell is one 

electrode while the other is wrapped 
around the outside. When a radio 

frequency is applied (27MHz in this 

case) to the cell, a blue glow-discharge 

is emitted and air pressure is built up. 

Under the lonofane's rear grille sit the step-up transformer, the 6DQ6 

valve that drives the unit and the associated power supply. 

By modulating this radio 

frequency with an audio 

signal the pressure can be 

changed and sound comes 

out of the open end of the 
tube. 

This signal is quite low in 
level, so fitted over the end 

of the tube is an exponential 
horn which controls its 

frequency response and 

dispersion pattern. The size 

of horn that can be 

connected to the quartz cell 

means that this technology is 
only suitable for use in 

tweeters. The Fane unit 

operates from 2.5kHz to 

about 30kHz. 

A fairly powerful valve, 

an American 6DQ6, is used 
to modulate the unit and mix 

in the audio signal, which is 

stepped up and isolated by a 
transformer. 

FANE built the lonofane 
601 tweeter, which cost 

nearly £30, from 1960 up to 
around 1%8. They weren't 

the first to do so in England - 

the electrical giant Plessey (later 

owners of Garrard) had a bash at 
making them too. The only real 

difference was the use of an inferior circular 

horn and a valve rather than solid-state power 
supply. 

After this spectacular tweeter the rest of the P2H 
sounds pretty ordinary. B&W partnered it with an EMI 
13.5in. by 8.12in. mid/bass unit. This is actually quite an 

exceptional unit but it could never equal the lonofane. 

Variations of the EMI could be found in radiograms and 

record players as well as hi-fi equipment but it was a 
very brave choice by B&W to use this unit. 

The crossover is a stunning design, with fancy little 

The walls of the P2's 

enclosures are over an inch 

thick, which means clear, 

weighty bass free from 

blurring. 
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SUDDEN 
HAND CRAFTED • FAIT Á LA MAIN 

PURE CLASS A FROM £599 

INDIVIDUALLY HAND CRAFTED 

REFERENCE SOUND QUALITY 

SENSIBLE RETAIL PRICES 

PURE CLASS A OPERATION 

THE ORIGINAL AND BEST 

DESIGNERS AND MANUFACTURERS OF REAL AUDIO EQUIPMENT 

J.E. SUGDEN & CO.LTD 
Valley Works, 

Station Lane, Heckmondwike, 

West Yorkshire WF16 ONF 

Tel: Heckmondwike 01924 404088/9 
Fax No: 01924 410069 
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Counter 
artz plug electrode rtz cell 
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'''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''' 

Contact plu 
(Kent hí 

Inner 
electrode Main 

(Kanthal) electrode 

"Vincor" wound inductors, neat, modern looking 
capacitors and a selector switch to adjust tweeter output 

level. Anyone who thought that the LS 3/5a was the first 

commercial loudspeaker to have its crossover critically 
adjusted to the drive units should think again. 

The cabinet is a work of audio art as well. The wood 

is over an inch thick and very heavily braced. One 
amusing point are the large casters screwed to the 

bottom; I wonder if B&W still fit them to today's studio 
monitors! The cabinet is very tall and thin by 1960s 
standards. The tweeter box at the top seems ridiculously 

large until you realise just how much heat is given off by 

that 6DQ6 valve - it needs a lot of ventilation. The 

tweeter is fixed in the cabinet on little rubber supports, 

with the crossover and the power supply mounted 

separately, all free from the pressures inside the bass 
cabinet. 
A little neon lamp, only visible when the units are 

switched on, is fitted behind the grille cloth at the bottom 

of the cabinet. I don't know quite why B&W bothered 

with this because the tweeter gives off a healthy electric-
blue glow anyway. 

The P2s were supplied with individual pen charts of 
their frequency responses, which were very even. The 
finish is exemplary; only the curved fronts and very '60s 

grilles give away their age. And there were two versions 
of this 'speaker, the P2 and the P2H, the sole difference 

being higher power handling on the ' H' version. Cost for 

a single unit in 1967 was £84 and £89 respectively - a 

QUAD ESL57 was only £57. 

So how do these monsters sound? Exceptionally clean 
is the answer. The amount of coloration is amazingly 

low, mainly due to the stiff cabinet. But it's the treble that 

steals the show. It's pure, fast and sweet. In fact, it's way 
better than anything an electrostatic could manage - so 
much cleaner, and, thanks to the superb dispersion of the 

Fane unit, you don't have to sit bang on axis to hear it. 
You would never guess you were listening to a horn. 

The bass is very deep and, again, very clean. Overall, 

the P2 has a ' polite', well-behaved sound with no rough 

edges. It really comes alive on large-scale Classical 

works with its unparalleled control and delicacy. Even on 

Drum 'n' Bass it's hard not to be impressed. Sure, even 
the ' H' version will only handle 25watts (I do think it 

safer to stick to 15watts though) and neither is 

outrageously efficient (around 92dB/W) but the deep, 
powerful bass, and the extended treble are a real 
surprise. 

Counter 
electrode 

Quartz 
cell 

Horn 

In service the quartz cells will eventually burn 

themselves out, although the original pair should last 

decades. Replacements are almost impossible to get. If 
you are lucky enough to own a pair, don't leave them 

switched on all the time. Valves fail too but 6DQ6s 
aren't particularly rare. The EMI unit will be less easy to 
track down. What you pay for a pair of P2s very much 

depends on the condition of the lonofanes. If they are not 
working, then it will be a hell of a job to get them going. 

It's interesting to look at some of B&W's later 

monitors, like the 801s. You can see where their design 

came from and the serious thought that produced the 
original B&W 'speaker, the exceptional P2 • 
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The diagram on the left is a 

close-up of the lonofane's 

'driver' while the one to the 

right shows the unit attached 

to its horn. 

The lonofane can't simply be 

connected directly to a 

normal crossover - the input 

signal has to be stepped up 

before being mixed in with 

the 27MHz waveform which 

causes the ionic discharge. 

HI-FI WORLD APRIL 1998 



Column 

urious things are 
happening in the music 

retail trade. Time was 

when all the talk was of CD 
overtaking vinyl. Once this had 

happened there were numerous 

reports of the renaissance of vinyl. 
To some extent this has been the 
case, but not in the manner that 
many of us were expecting. A recent 
record-shop crawl convinced me 

that one's choice of format is not 
dictated by the pros and cons of the 
format's technical merits but by what 
kind of music is going to be played. 

Of course there's nothing new in 
this, it's simply an on-going 
development. In the late Eighties we 
saw Classical music emphatically 
switch its format allegiance to 
Compact Disc from vinyl; no doubt 
the supposed affluence of Classical 
music buyers had something to do 
with this at a time when the 
technology was still relatively 
expensive. A 'budget' CD player was 
.£2004300, whilst the cheapest 
boogie box with one built in cost 
about the same. Nowadays either 
can be had from as little as fifty quid. 
Yet it remains a real uphill struggle 

to find any decent Classical 
recordings on vinyl, despite the fact 
that, if anything, these days vinyl is 
viewed as the discerning listener's 

choice. 
The opposite is the case when it 

comes to certain other genres. The 

start of this decade saw a growing 
interest in House, Dance, Drum 'n' 

Bass and Garage music. With this 

came a revival in home mixing and 
disc jockeying. A whole host of stars 

have been born out of this 
phenomenon and a far larger young 

audience now aspires to a career as 
a DJ - hence the growth of home DJ 
systems and, on the back of this, 
12in. Dance vinyl. 

Despite there being some 
extremely sophisticated dual-CD 
players around at the moment, vinyl 
still very much rules the roost here. 
No self-respecting DJ would be seen 
without a pair of the mandatory 
Technics SL1200/1210 direct-drive 
turntables and demand for them still 

runs high. Most prefer the hands-on 
approach of mixing with vinyl, 

hence the production of vinyl has 
actually increased in this area to 
meet demand. 

But these are already established 
trends. What has surprised me 
recently is the amount of Jazz-based 

albums that are being relaunched on 
vinyl. Acid Jazz, Jazz Funk, Jazz 

Dance and even Jazz Rap titles now 
appear to be swelling the shelves of 
the more enlightened retailers. This 
is partly due to the fact that we are 
going through yet another Seventies 
revival. Fashion and film are harking 
back to the decade that taste forgot. 

Check out some of the trendier new 
vodka bars and comedy clubs and 
you'll often find the background 
music to be some derivative of Jazz, 

even if it's just the theme tune from 
The Professionals! Seventies retro 
Jazz is now cool again and coolest 
on the original Seventies format, 
vinyl. 

Contemporary Pop artists are 
also doing their bit to promote the 
music from a quarter of a century 
ago. Wouldn't the Chemical 
Brothers' records sound very 

suspected but rather CD and vinyl 
themselves. Judging by the amount 
of pre-recorded software available 
for MiniDisc and DCC (le, a gnat's 
whisker above none), they both 
seem destined to follow DAT into 

becoming formats whose sole raison 
d'etre is recording. The consensus 
now, though, is that, of the two, 

"All hi-fi manufacturers can do is cross their 

fingers and wait for what the restless worlds of 

music, fashion and film drop into their laps." 

different without the drum intro 
from Jimmy McGriff's 'The Worm'?! 

Another obvious example is 
Jamiroquai, who has cited Donald 
Byrd as a key influence for his most 
recent album, Travelling Without 

Moving - record label Blue Note 
have been quick to cash in by re-
releasing Byrd albums. The irony is 

that when the albums were 
originally released, they often 
received a pasting from the critics. 
This fact hasn't prevented Blue Note 
from pressing up a whole string of 
compilation albums on the back of 
the new-found popularity of these 
rediscovered artists. 

So as CD and vinyl go their own 
separate ways, where does this leave 
the other formats? Well, after long 
years as the dominant format, 

cassette is now feeling the pinch. 

But this isn't down to a new format 
(DCC or MiniDisc) as many 

MiniDisc has succeeded and DCC 
failed. 

If all this is leaving you a little 

bewildered, spare a thought for the 
poor hi-fi manufacturers. Despite 
the big guns (most notably Philips 
and Sony) spending a fortune on 
market research and then 
marketing, their best efforts often 
seem to have very little influence. 
The fact that a new format is 
technically better or marketed in a 
superior way doesn't seem to matter 

so much these days. All hi-fi 
manufacturers can do is cross their 
fingers and wait for what the restless 
worlds of music, fashion and film 
drop into their laps. 

In the meantime, if you're a 

music lover, the same rules apply as 
they did 10 years ago - get yourself a 

decent CD player AND record deck. 
That way you're covered for all 
eventualities • 
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This man can't 

believe what he's 

hearing... 



CC_ The 12i marks 
the baseline 

performance 

above which all 

other speakers 

should rise. 

But do they? 

Do they hell! ,› 

...But it's true. 
Peter J Comeau is no ordinary reviewer As designer of the only product to win 

the coveted What Hi-fi Best Loudspeaker Award three times in succession, 

he's generally regarded as the guru of small speakers. With 30 years' 

experience as a specialist hi-fi retailer 

co-founder of a highly respected UK 

hi-fi manufacturer and one of the 

'terrible three' who pioneered 

subjective reviewing in the staid hi-fi 

press of the 1970s, his opinion carries 

formidable weight. 

Seasoned hi-fi critics are notoriously hard to impress. 

So how come we weren't surprised when Peter J Comeau 

enthused so fulsomely about our new 12i? 

"They sound like a grand's worth of exotic compact," he wrote in October's Hi-Fi News. 

"If Celestion can achieve this sort of performance for a miserly figure, why are most of the 

speakers that arrive on the market so poor in comparison?" 

Well, we can't speak for anyone else - but we know what makes the 12i such a 

remarkable performer. 

The smooth, natural-sounding vocals? Celestion's 19mm tweeter, whose neodymium magnet 

is ferrofluid-cooled for improved power handling. 

The phenomenal bass response? 

130mm long throw bass drivers, 

which allow the cone extended 

movement without removing the 

HF coil from the magnetic gap 

where energy is most concentrated. 

The acoustic purity and lack 

of distortion? The use of laser 

interferometry to tune out the 

response peaks of conventional 

speakers. Celestion crossovers 

to ensure seamlessly smooth 

transitions. Mounting the drivers 

and reflex port in a dense 

one-piece composite baffle to 

minimise resonance. Cabinets 

computer-designed to eliminate 

box coloration. 

In the words of the Hi-Fi News 

lab report, "the horizontal off-axis 

trace is brilliantly managed." To the 

listener, that means the same 

seductive audio experience 

wherever you sit in the room. 

No wonder the 12i reproduces the most demanding material with such accuracy 

ee Percussion is firm 

and practically 

floor shaking in its 

intensity - just a few 

bars and you are 

already reaching for 

your wallet. 
Hi-Fi News & Record Review 
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and emotional depth. 

"The coherence is extraordinary," 

Peter j Comeau remarks. "That each 

note is so well defined is remarkable 

for a speaker of this class." 

Peter concludes "When you 

close your eyes, they (the artists) 

might just as well be in the room 

with you." 

That's the ultimate accolade for 

any speaker, irrespective of price. 

At only £119, no wonder he 

couldn't believe his ears. 

Nothing prepares you for the 

sound of this new model. Ask 

listeners to guess the price, 

I guarantee an answer closer to 

£500 than the spare change you 

have to sprinkle on the counter 

to own a pair. 

...At only £119, no wonder he 
couldn't believe his ears. 

at: 

Avon 

Bedfordshire 

Berkshire 

Bucks 

Cheshire 

Cumbria 

Derbyshire 

Dorset 

East Sussex 

Essex 

Hampshire 

Hertfordshire 

Humberside 

Kent 

Lancashire 

Bath 
Bristo! 

Bedford 

Windsor 

Aylesbury 

Cheadle 
Chester 
Chester 
Cree 
Northwich 
Winsfbrd 
Warrington 

Kendal 

Chesterfield 

Bournemouth 

Hove 

Epping 
Saffron Walden 
Southend-on-Sea 

Andover 

Balciock 
Hite hin 

St Albans 

Kingston-Upon-Hull 

Beckenham 
Canterbury 
Maidstone 

Lancaster 
Wigan 

Leicestershire Ashby De La Zouch 
Market Harborough 

F H Moss 
Paul Roberts Hi-Fi 

Richard's Audio Visual 

Sonics Hi-Fi Ltd 

Northwood Audio 

Audio Council 
Acoustica 
Chester Audio Visual 
Roy Townsend 
Roy Townsend 
Nordis 
Warrington Audio Visual 

K. Gardner 

EL. Smith 

Strouden Park TV 

Churchers 

Chew & Osborne 
Chew & Osborne 
Classic Sound & Vision 

KLW Cook 

J.O.R. Gilbert 
David Orton Audio Visual 
W. Darby & Co 

Nuway Televisions Ltd 

Musical Images 
Canterbury Hi-Fi & Video 
Unilet 

K. Gardener 
Ron Leigh Ltd 

Zouch Audio 
The Auditorium 

01225 465085 
01179 429370 

01234 365185 

01753 859721 

01296 28790 

0161 428 7887 
01244 344227 
01244 320414 

01270 213276 
01606 43691 
01606 593205 
01925 636215 

01539 721953 

01246 234953 

01202 518323 

01273 324616 

01992 574242 
01799 523728 
01702 461634 

01264 323573 

01462 892387 
01462 452248 
01727 851596 

01482 651774 

0181 663 3777 
01227 765315 
01622 756756 

01524 64328 
01942 244696 

01530 414128 
01858 461460 

London Covent Garden 
East Sheen 
Palmers Green 
Tooting 
Tottenham Court Rd. 
Tottenham Court Rd. 
Victoria 
West Ealing 
West Hampstead 

Middlesex Edgware 
Ruislip 

Norfolk Kings Lynn 

Norwich 

Northamptonshire Kettering 
Northampton 

Northern Ireland Belfast 
Co. Antrim 

Nottinghamshire Nottingham 

Scotland Aberdeen 
Lanark 

South Yorkshire Doncaster 

Staffordshire Stafford 
Stoke 

Suffolk 

Surrey 

Tyne 8c Wear 

Warwickshire 

West Midlands 

West Sussex 

Ipswich 
Ipswich 
Sudbury 

New Malden 

Newcastle 

Leamington Spa 
Rugby 

Solihull 

East Grinstead 

Wiltshire Salisbury 
Salisbury 

This does not constitute a full list of dealers. For your nearest Celestion dealer call 

Freephone 0800 731 3410 

Musical Images 
Lasyl Limited 
Audio Vision 
Sound Zone 
Spacial Audio 
Sharsonic 
Hi-Fi Confidential 
Babber Electronics 
Audio T 

Musical Images 
TV Allied Service 

Martins Hi-Fi 
Martins Hi-Fi 

Classic Hi-Fi & Video 
Audiocraft 

LRG Sound & Vision 
LRG Sound & Vision 

Forum Hi-Fi 

Bruce Miller's 
Braedale Electronics Ltd 

Barker & Wigfall Ltd 

Roy Townsend 
Roy Townsend 

Matthews Ltd 
Eastern Audio 
System Sound 

Unilet 

J.G. Windows 

The Leaminton Hi-Fi Co 
Sounds Expensive 

Music Matters 

Scott Bros. 

Suttons Hi-Fi 
Salisbury Hi-Fi 

0171 497 1346 
0181 876 7632 
0181 447 8288 
0181 672 7369 
0171 637 8702 
0171 636 7600 
0171 233 0774 
0181 579 6315 
0171 794 7848 

0181 952 5535 
01895 632217 

01533 761683 
01603 627010 

01536 515766 
01604 36291 

01232 451381 
01574 272757 

0115 962 2657 

01224 592211 
01555 663023 

01302 323923 

01785 243669 
01782 289114 

01473 216121 
01473 217217 
01787 881816 

0181 942 9567 

0191 232 1356 

01926 888644 
01788 540772 

0121 742 0254 

01342 321117 

01722 327171 
01722 322169 

DELESTIOn 
Celestion Consumer Division, Dept HFW21, FREEPOST MA 1332, Eccles-ton Road, Tovil, Maidstone, Kent, ME15 6QP. 



KITS HAVE NEVER 
K5881 Mk11 VALVE AMPLIFIER KIT 
A 20watt, Class A power amplifier that uses reliable 
Russian 5881 output valves, a military version of the 

American 6L6, designed for low distortion audio work. 
Now with a super shunt regulated push-pull ( SRPP) 

input stage K5881 offers amazing sound quality. It can be 
used with a simple passive pre-amp or one of our own 
pre-amplifiers, and it matches modern 
loudspeakers well. 

300B VALVE AMPLIFIER KIT 
This is a specia ¡se. 28watt amp ier based on the 
highly linear 300B triode valve. Our 300B runs in 

Class A, giving one of the most sweet, open and 
neutral sounds possible today. Matched with good 

loudspeakers, it is unsurpassed. All parts are 
included in the kit, except valves since different 
300B makes are available. 

tell with S 
input stage! 

K5881PSE VALVE AMPLIFIER KIT 

An audiophile parallel- single-ended valve amplifier 
at an affordable price. K5881PSE uses the reliable 

Russian 5881 output valve. Its 17watts is enough to 
drive most loudspeakers, making high-end sound 
quality and design available to everyone. Can be 
easily monoblocked to give 32watts. 

KL53 THREE WAY CARBON-FIBRE DRIVER 

LOUDSPEAKER 

KIS3 uses extremely light and stiff carbon-fibre 
cone drive units for a fast, accurate sound. A 
dedicated 4inch carbon-fibre midrange drive 
unit provides the clean, smooth and detailed 
midrange characterised by superb projection. 
Its high 90dB sensitivity and near flat 8ohm 
impedance make it one of the easiest 
loudspeakers to drive. An ideal loudspeaker 
for high-end valve amplifiers. 
Drive Unit & Crossover kit etc £350 

Drive Unit Pack £230 

KLS4 TWO WAY CARBON-FIBRE DRIVER 

LOUDSPEAKER 

A Iwo way standmounter using stagger-tuned 
reflex loading for good bass, plus light and fast 
carbon-fibre drivers. 
Drive Unit & Crossover kit etc £230 

Drive Unit Pack £120 

KLS7 TWO WAY CARBON-FIBRE DRIVER 

FLOORSTANDER 

Compact and affordable two way reflex 
loudspeaker. KLS7's slim dimensions make it 
easy to accommodate, but it uses top quality 

carbon- fibre drivers, so performance isn't 
compromised. An audiophile bargain. 

£195 

£110 

Drive Unit & Crossover kit etc 

Drive Unit Pack 

KL513 TWO WAY HIGH SENSITIVITY 

With a sensitivity of 94dB, KLS8 needs very 
little power. Its 10in, professional bass driver 
and horn loaded tweeter give it a BIG sound. 
Ideal for low power amplifiers. Provides high 
level listening without fatigue! 
Drive Unit & Crossover kit etc £260 

Drive Unit Pack £175 



BEEN SO GOOD! 

KLP1 VALVE LINE PREAMP 

The KLP1 line level preamp uses one an 
elegcnt cathode follower line drive circuit to 
give a sound of remarkable clarity and detail. 
The components are all high quality and 
include Alps volume control, Sovtek valves, 
silver plated wire etc. With a gain off xl, it 
matches our sensitive power amplifiers. 
Beautifully built, with solid machined alloy 
fascia and gold anodised knobs, it looks 
comixict and elegant in the home. 

KLPP1 VALVE PHONO PREAMPLIFIER 

KLPP1 has five line inputs, a tape input 
with monitor, and a unique low noise 
valve MM/MC phono stage. There is 
a switchable subsonic filter to prevent 
output transformers of valve amplifiers 
saturating. The line stage has gain, so 
it will drive any power amplifier. 
Audio grade components are used 
and many parts are custom made for 
highest quality. KLPP1 has a super 
clear sound, sweet and detailed 
through line and phono inputs. 

UPGRADE 
KITS 

K5881 Mk11 £35 
Upgrade your pre 
November 1996 
K5881 amplifier to 
Mk11 status for just 
£35. Includes new 
7025 double triode 
input stage in place 
of the original EF86 
pentode. 
KL53 Gold 

NEW! LOW LOW 
PRICE £330 
Upgrade your KLS3s 
to Gold status. 
Includes latest oval 
gold dome piezo 
tweeter and all 
components. 

Audaiire-3P Gold dome 

piezo-eleetrie tweeter 

NEW LOW PRIDE! 

Beginners - Go for this one and blow your mind!! 

few' 
KLS9 TM/0 WAY FLOORSTANDER 
Here's a storm for you - KLS9, with its BB4 
alignment bass cabinet and Audax High 
Definition Aerogel 8in bass/midrange unit. 
Designed by Noel Keywood to possess 
optimal bass damping and a clean step 
response. Aided by a teensy bit of bass lift, 
KLS9 really thunders; it will re-arrange your 
furniture. But it does not waffle, falling silent 
when there's no bass in the music. 

Aided by a high power lin fabric 
dome tweeter, KLS9 is detailed, evenly 
balanced and images superbly. It is an easy 
12ohm load and is 88dB sensitive. For 
amps up to 60W. Easy to build and great 
for beginners. 93cms high. 
Drive units, crossover parts, wool,etc 

£230 
Drive unit pack £160 

KLS3 Goldl Mk II ADVANCED 
TECHNOLOGY THREE WAY 
LOUDSPEAKER 
KLS3 Gold ases the latest version of 
Audax's inrovative oval golc dome 
piezo electric tweeter, giving it the 
sweetest and most extended treble. 
Married to a 4in. carbon fibre cone 
midrange driver for neutral and 
clear reproduction, and a powerful 
8in. bass (liver for superb depth, 
this is our hp-of-the-line reference 
'speaker. 
Drive Unit & Crossover kit etc £575 
Drive Unit Pack £450 



LI 
SOUND 
CONNECTIONS 

TEL / FAX : 01244 401280 
: sound.connections@dial.pipex.com 

MAIL ORDER SUPPLIERS OF QUALITY HI-Fl ACCESSORIES 

The importance of 

cables ar d accessories 

is often overlooked when 

purchasing a hi-fi system. 

It is very easy to be 

sceptical about cables 

because of their apparent 

high cost or insupstantial 

appearance, but they 

can play a major part in 

achieving the full potential 

from your system. 

We offer a popular HOME TRIAL SERVICE which 
enables you to evaluate cables in your own system, 
therefore ensuring you purchase the right Ca ble. 

PLEASE TEL / FAX / E-MAIL FOR OUR LATEST PRODUCT AND PRICE LIST 

VAN DEN HUL • DNM RESON • SONICLINK • NORDOST • CHORD CO 

XL0 • AUDIO QUEST • KIMBER • SENNHEISER • STAX • ORTOFON 

LAT • SUMIKO • LYRA • MICHELL • STANDS UNIQUE • TARGET 

SOUNDSTYLE • TOWNSHEND • IXOS • MUSICAL FIDELITY 

52 Green Lane • Great Sutton • South Wirral • Cheshire • L66 4LE 

High End has never been so affordable 

*Amplifiers, D/A Converters, CD Players, Audio and Main cables 
*Superb sonic performance combined with stunning good looks 
*Designed by Dr R Bews and Prof M Hawksford 
*Hand built in the UK by skilled engineers 
*Prices from £299 to £5500 
*NEW Entry level Mistral range 

THE ULTIMATE AURAL EXPERIENCE 
LFD Audio, Micron Houe, 23 Coppins Rd, Clacton-on-sea, Essex, C015 3HP 

Tel. (01255) 422533 Fax. (01255) 221069 

pla 
udio consultants 

TEL/FAX Chester 

(01244) 401290 
E-MAIL 

replay@dial.pipex.com 

•e.• 
AUDIO ANALOGUE PUCCINI SE INTEGRATED AMPLIFIER 

'outstrips the competition at up to £ 1000 

- HiFi World, September 1997 

Now available is the Bellini and Donizetti pre-power combination at £ 1050 with even better 
transparency and outstanding stereo imagery. 

We are also agents for, 

AMI Ortofon 
Audio Physic Papworth 
AVI Pink Triangle 
Blueprint Roksan 
Heybrook Sonneteer 
LED Target 
Michell Totem 
Musical Fidelity Trichord 
Neat Acoustics Trilogy 
Origin Live UKD etc 

For a copy of our product guide, price list or details of our clearance items. 
please phone, fax or email 

Replay Audio Consultants, Hoole, Chester, CH2 3HX 

10am-6pm Monday-Saturday. Home dems available. 
Visa/Mastercard/Delta/Switch welcome 

All demonstrations by appointment. 

TRiCIIORd RESEARCII iiMiTEd 

CD UPGRADE 
CLOCK 3 

CD PLAYER UPGRADE FROM £132 

From the designer of the original Clock 2 upgrade 
A new generation of Master Clock 

"Significantly better than anything else 
I've experienced to date" - Jimmy Hughes. 

* High accuracy ( 5ppm) low jitter pefonmance master clock. 

• up to five tines redaction in date related jitter 

* Increased transparency, resolution and sound staging 

• Greater dynamics and sheer listening pleasure 

* Can be fitted to most players or transports regardless of 

The level of improvisrent is just as significant v‘idth 

expensive 

transports as it is with inexpensive players. 

These modifications can be carried out by Trichord Research Ltd, or 

by your local Tridrord dealer. Also available in kit form with 

instructions for the 

technically competent. 

Remote Volume Controller Upgrade - £65 

Major Credit Cards Accepted 
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WARNING 
THESE ARE EXPERT KITS, NOT FOR THE INEXPERIENCED. YOU MUST BE ABLE TO SOLDER AND READ A CIRCUIT DIAGRAM. THE VALVE KITS 
CONTAIN LETHAL VOLTAGES. WE CANNOT BE HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY PROBLEMS ARISING FROM THE CONSTRUCTION OF THESE KITS. 

ORDER FORM 
Please send your completed order form to: WORLD AUDIO PUBLISHING, 64 Castellain Road, Maida Vale, London W9 1EX 

Tel/Fax: 0171 221 0691 or Tel: 0171 289 3533 Fax: 0171 289 5620 

240/120 option - delete the voltage NOT required. Valves included except where otherwise stated. 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE A DATA SHEET ON ANY OF THE KITS, PLEASE WRITE A 'D' IN THE QTY BOX 

WARNING - World Audio Publishing Ltd accept no responsibility for kits, parts or modifications made or supplied by third parties. 

DESCRIPTION ORDER No. 

AMPLIFIER KITS 

QTY UK OVERSEAS 
(inc.VAT and P&P) (exc.VAT and P&P) 

NEW K5881 Mk11 20W push-pull valve amplifier K5881-K240/120 r _J  

NEW K5881 Mk11 Built  K5881-6240/120  
K5881PSE 17W single-ended amplifier K5881PSE-K240/120  
K5881PSE Built K5881PSE-B240/120 --1 
300B 28W valve power amplifier ( Not inc. Valves)...300B-K240/120  
300B Built 300B-B240/120  
KLP1 line level pre-amplifier  KLP1-K240/120  
KLP1 Built  KLP1-B240/120  
KLPP1 valve phono pre-amplifier  KLPP1-K240/120  
KLPP1 Built KLPP1-6240/120  

LOUDSPEAKER KITS 
KLS3 3-way carbon-fibre driver floorstanding loudspeaker 
Drive Units + Crossover kit etc KLS3-C   £350  £300 
Drive Units KLS3-D   £230  £200 
NEW KLS3 Gold Mk II 3-way carbon-fibre driver floorstanding loudspeaker with piezo tweeter 
Drive Units + Crossover kit etc KLS3-C Ii £575   £500 
Drive Units KLS3-D   £450  £392 
KLS4 2-way carbon fibre driver standmounting loudspeaker 
Drive Units + Crossover kit etc KLS4-C   £230  £200 
Drive Units KLS4-D   £120   £105 
KLS7 2-way carbon fibre driver floorstanding loudspeaker 
Drive Units + Crossover kit etc KLS7-C   £195   £170 
Drive Units KLS7-D   £110   £95 
KLS8 2-way high sensitivity standmounting loudspeaker 
Drive Units + Crossover kit etc KLS8-C   £260  £225 
Drive Units KLS8-D   £175   £150 
NEW KLS9 2-way HDA driver floorstanding loudspeaker 
Drive Units + Crossover kit etc KLS9-C 
Drive Units KLS9-D  _J  

£395  £350 
£595  £550 
£650  £555 
£850  £725 
£850  £725 
£1150  £950 
£345  £295 
£545  £465 
£495  £425 
£695  £595 

 £230  £200 
£160   £140 

AUDAX DRIVE UNITS 
Carriage and packing please add £6.00 forone unit or a tweeter pair otherwise add £ 15.00 for 2-6 units 

High Definition Aerogel Drivers 
3inch midrange, 93dB  HM100Z0  
4inch midrange, 92dB HM130Z0 
6.5inch bass/mid, 91dB HM170Z0 
8inch bass, 91dB HM210Z0 
10inch bass, 90dB PR240Z0  
Carbon Fibre Drivers 
4inch midrange, 90dB HM13000  
6.5inch bass/mid, 90dB HM17000  
8inch bass, 90dB HM21000  
Paper Cone Drivers 
10inch paper cone bass, 95dB PR240M0  
13inch paper cone bass, 97dB PR330M0  
Fabric Dome Tweeters 
25mm 92dB for 2 way systems TVV025M0  
25mm 92dB for 3 way systems TWO25M1  
25mm horn loaded 97dB PR125T1  
34mm 93dB - powerful sound TVV034X0  
Oval Gold Piezo electric dome tweeter, 89dB HD-3P  

 £35 
£47 
£53 
£64 
£76 

 £41 
 £47 
 £58 

 £67   
 £147 

 £15   
 £16   
 £25   
 £26  

NQW  £130 
(Please telephone for further details regarding other Audax Drive Units). 

NAME: 

ADDRESS: 

POST CODE: 

COUNTRY: 

TEL. ( DAY):   

CREDIT CARD ORDERS TEL: 0171 266 0461 (24 hours) 

I enclose cheque/postal order for £  made payable to 

World Audio Publishing Ltd. I wish to pay by Mastercard / Visa. 

Please debit my account no: 

Expiry Date: 

Signature: 

Li • 

z NSA  

£30 
£40 
£45 
£55 
£65 

£35 
£40 
£50 

£55 
£125 

£13 
£14 
£21 
£22 
£110 

OVERSEAS PRICES 

AND DETAILS 

Please allow for your own local 
import taxes (customs duties) 
and for carriage charges, which 
must be added to the overseas 
price. Telephone or Fax for a 

quote. 
METHODS OF PAYMENT 

International money order in 
Sterling, Mastercard or Visa. 



Feature 

SENSE dp 
SENSIBILITY 
David Price peers into the dark, eerie world of the hi-fi they 

didn't want you to buy. 

Have the aliens landed at 

last? No, it's Rega's Planet 

turntable from the 1970s. 

C
ue the spooky music, turn the lights down low 
and prepare to be visited by an alien genus of 

hi-fi, designs so weird you wonder how they 

could ever make noise, let alone music. 

Welcome to the mad, bad world of ' lifestyle' audio, 
where sound engineering takes a back seat to styling. 

You are now entering the hi-fi twilight zone. 

REGA PLANET TURNTABLE 
Back in the mid-Seventies, Roy Gandy 

set out to produce a turntable the like of 
which few had seen before. Called the 

Planet, it looked like it had come from 

another one, because its platter design 

ran counter to all established thinking. 

With just three ' podules' to support 
them, records wobbled around like jelly. 

In their publicity Rega claimed that, 

"wow, flutter and rumble on the Planet 

turntable are so low that there is no 

current method capable of 
accurately measuring 

them". 

Presumably they 

meant no method 

apart from the 

one that proved rival 
decks measured better? Still, 

questioning the entire 

epistemological basis of empiricist 

science wasn't bad going for your first 

advertisement. 

VIDEOTON MUSICAL 
ENCYCLOPAEDIAS 
Hungarian designers at Videoton took the idea of a 
bookshelf 'speaker rather too literally with these mini 

marvels. Eastern Europe was responsible for many 
interesting ideas during the Cold War (Trabants and 

burly women shot putters, for example), but none could 
match the Musical Encyclopaedia from 1977. Here was 

a real two-way 'speaker complete with three-inch 

auxiliary bass radiator and a grille styled to look like a 
book! Beam me up, the little green people are coming! 

I'll name that tune in one with a 

set of Videoton's Musical 

Encyclopaedias. 

Who needs rectangular cabinets 

when you could have the 

Design Acoustics D12 

loudspeaker? 

DESIGN 
ACOUSTICS D12 
LOUDSPEAKERS 
Bored with conventional 

loudspeaker cabinets, 

Design Acoustics had 
something funny in their 

tea one morning and 

came up with the D12. Its 

multi-planar honeycomb 

shape broke up cabinet 
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Feature 

standing waves and also had the benefit of looking like it 

had come straight from the set of Gerry Anderson's 
Space 1999. Nurse! 

TRANSCRIPTOR SKELETON 
TURNTABLE 
The maddest table that ever turned, its base was pure 

Triplex toughened glass, the sub-chassis aluminium and 

the platter a cast alloy disc with five rubber-tipped, gold-
plated brass podules for support. The tone-arm was 

There's not a lot of flesh on the mechanical bones of Transcriptor's 

Skeleton turntable. 

Vestigial by name and vestigial by nature - Transcriptors 

claimed it could track accurately at well under a gram, 
before the men in white coats came to take them away. 

In truth it didn't really matter - this 

deck wasn't much cop as 

hi-fi but its successor, 

the Michell 

Reference Hydraulic 

Transcription, ended 

up in Stanley 

Kubrick's A 

Clockwork Orange 

and New York's 
Museum of Modern 

Art. A fine early 

Seventies objet d'art 
then, and cheaper 

than an original 

Warhol at only £77 

plus VAT! 

SINUS 
LOUDSPEAKERS 
Why on earth didn't this 

attractively styled (not) 

early-Seventies 

Clear your head with a brand new pair 

of Sinuses from Scandinavia. 

Scandinavian loudspeaker catch on? Because it was 

called Sinus, that's why. When your mates would say, "I 

really like my KEF 104abs", or, "Don't these B&W 801s 

sound ace?", you'd be saying, "I love the sound of my 

Sinuses"! Doesn't have quite the same ring to it, does it? 

JORDAN WATTS 
FLAGON 
LOUDSPEAKERS 
Speakers styled like 

books? Eat your heart 

out Videoton, because 

these late-Seventies 

miniatures had 

'exclusive decorative 

ceramic pottery 

enclosures' which gave 

them an uncanny resemblance 
to flagons of cider! What were Jordan 

Watts on, we ask ourselves, and could we please try 
some too? 

OVALLA HI-FI CHAIR 
The most outrageous object ever to call itself hi-fi, the 

OvaIla hi-fi chair was errm, oval, and had, "stereo 

speakers built-in". The ultimate in early-Seventies easy 

listening cool, you'd switch on your Lava lamp, cue up 

your autochanger, climb in and relax to hours of "super 

sounds" ( it says here). And if you were really made of 

money, the Deluxe version came complete with a 

telephone! One of British design's greatest moments - 

why didn't it ever catch on? 

GRUNDIG AUDIORAMA 5000 
LOUDSPEAKERS 
The Grundig boys had obviously watched one too many 

Quench your thirst for music 

by quaffing from Jordan 

Watts Flagon loudspeakers, 

cunningly disguised as cider 

vessels. 

Music in the comfort of your 

favourite chair with Ovalla's 

hi-fi chair. 
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Hi-fi for lollipop fans like 

Kojak - Grundig's Audiorama 

5000 speakers. 

If the normal Inca Tech 

amplifier didn't take your 

fancy, try a spot of tasteful 

gold plating. 

episodes of Doctor Who when they came up 

with these. Cunningly disguised as space 

aliens about to invade the Earth and 

conquer humankind, the Audiorama 

5000s were in fact two-way infinite-

baffle 'speakers which could handle a 

whole 35 watts of music power! 

Exterminate! Exterminate! 

INCA TECH CLAYMORE 
GOLD 
What does a black-box amplifier 

manufacturer do to make their products 

stand out from the crowd? Gold plate the 
whole lot, that's what! Yes, welcome to 

the loadsamoney Eighties! 

The Claymore was never an aesthetic tour de 

force, but then as it was small and black you could 

always hide it in your equipment rack and just enjoy its 

sweet, musical sound. Unless it was the gold version that 
is, which cost twice as much and looked more at home 

in Fort Knox than your front room. Still, when the 
recession came, you could always have melted it down 

and taken it to the jewellers. 

FIXLER QUADRAPHONIC 
HEADPHONES 
Before these little beauties appeared, life on earth had 

never been able to enjoy realistic four-channel sound 

with only two ears. But salvation arrived in the shape of 
the Fixler Quadraphonic headphones. Placing them on 

your head let you into new vistas of sound, as music 
came from the left, the right, the middle, and errm, the 

other left and right. Well it was 1975... 

ENVIRONMENTAL SOUND VT15 
LOUDSPEAKERS 
Proof positive that Martians had in fact come to Earth in 

the late Seventies, these Environmental Sound 'speakers 

could only ever have been thought up by those from 

another world. The ad reads, in all seriousness, "Infinite 
baffle completely disguised as an elegant Victorian table. 

The structure of the table is covered in a variety of 
shades of beige and the whole object enveloped in a 

lace tablecloth which is acoustically transparent and 

designed to blend in with the decor of the home". Buyers 

not only had to be loopy, but at £ 190 plus VAT in 1978, 

The ultimate in 'hi-fi as furniture' - Environmental Sound's VT15 even 

came with the matching tablecloth. 

they had to be devoid of sense too. 

tixo‘,t,fiesi—A#........%.r ')...:, • '.'''.''•' . tr'14-0--0t.4". 

...,.. t 

r l *4 ite .•.• ..1 .: 0 , %. t •:  :; . .:..   :.  e,  
SI t e 

dee • - : lk \ .( e .1 • ' • 
i• ' • . 

eiki ' 

BUYING SECOND-HAND 
All these hi-fi products did actually exist, so they 

should be around on the second-hand market. 
Should you wish to purchase one however, 

powerful psychiatric drugs are now available which 

will make you feel better. Don't worry, everything's 
going to be just fine. 

You didn't need four ears to enjoy Quadraphonic recordings through 

cans, just a pair of Fisler's dedicated 'phones and a smile! 
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Music Reviews 

ROCK & POP 

by Jon Clarke & Stuart Lenz 

LED ZEPPELIN 

MIMI "'let-
- USSIONS 

BBC SESSIONS 

ATLANTIC 7567-83061-2 

Led Zeppelin remain one of 

the few Rock groups whose 

mystique can sell them more 

records today than it did in 

their heyday - and this from a 

group who never released 
singles! 

One thing for certain is 

that it has nothing to do with 
the drink-binge death of 

drummer John Bonham. 

Rather it's due to the release 

of their material on CD, 

which has latterly boosted the 

careers of the Rolling Stones. 

For all Robert Plant's 

infernal tea-pot posturing, 

those long-winded solos and a 

dabbling in black magic, Led 
Zeppelin were a mighty Blues 

Rock band with a cocksure 

nerve to boot. And this 

intriguing collection of in-the-

studio and in-concert out-
takes, recorded for the dear 

ol' Beeb in 1969 and 1971, 

proves they were more than 

just axe heroes. 

Long boot-legged and now 

finally legitimate through 

some solid remastering by 

guitarist Jimmy Page himself, 

it proves to be a great 

collection, something at last 
to replace The Song Remains 

The Same, that 1976 
dishwater that passed as the 

official live experience. 

It's all here - the frantic 

thrusting of 'Communication 

Breakdown', the power chord 

hormones of 'Whole Lotta 
Love', the Blues workout of 'I 

Can't Quit You Baby' and the 
12-minute exhilaration of 

'How Many More Times'. 
There is even the curiosity of 

a version of Eddie Cochrane's 

classic 'Somethin' Else'. 
While the first disc covers 

the 1969 sessions and is a diet 

that consists of contributions 

from Led Zep's first two 

albums, the second disc 
comprises the maturer 1971 

live concert appearance at 

London's now-defunct Paris 

Theatre. 

Introduced by the 
omnipresent John Peel no 

less, Disc Two is more 

coherent and satisfying than 
number one for its inclusion 

of a couple of blinding 

versions of later material like 

'Heartbreaker' and 'Black 

Dog'. To top that, ' Stairway 

To Heaven' gets its premiere 

airing and leaves the audience 

merely applauding politely. 

Picking up where Jimmy 

Page's Yardbirds left off, the 
songs are mostly revved up 

traditional Blues made loud 
and brutal. The live extracts 

are particularly interesting as 
they show what concerts were 

like when maximum audience 

reaction was gentle applause - 

hard to believe but true. In 

those days it was all so very 

civil. 

If there's one gripe then it's 

this: there are, for some 

strange reason, two versions 

of 'I Can't Quit You Baby', 

two of 'You Shook Me' and 
three of 'Communication 

Breakdown'. That's 

presumably taking 'The Song 

Remains The Same' to its 

logical conclusion: or is it 
simply money for old rope? 

Whether you were there or 

not, this is an album worth a 
listen. The mystique continues 
and they may still "squeeze 

your lemons", at least every 

once in a while. 

SO FAR. . . THE BEST 

OF 

CHRYSALIS 7243 8 21581 27 

Sinead O'Connor, that short-

haired Irish minx, has been 

making somewhat of a 

resurgence of late. Having 

ducked out of the limelight in 
order to have babies, get 

married and presumably 

contemplate the injustices of 
life, she returned last year 

with some new material. 

Sinead has drawn a lot of 

flak over the last few years for 

outbursts like that against the 

Pope through to her litany of 

insults about the British 

occupation in Ireland and the 
potato famine. All that's in the 

past now and she has to face 
the bald reaction to an album 

with scarcely any commercial 
hits. 

OK, there's the Prince-

penned classic ' Nothing 

Compares 2 U' with its sparse 

production courtesy of Nellie 
Hooper, and a smattering of 
her better-known songs from 

the 1987 debut album The 
Lion And The Cobra, like 

'Troy' and 'Jackie'. 
Listening to this offering 

we get the distinct impression 

she has learnt to curb the 

aggression of her earlier songs 

since metamorphosing into a 

maturer political and spiritual 

animal. You only have to 

compare the abrasive vocals 
and grinding guitars that 

swallow songs like 
'Mandinka' and 'Jackie' to 

alternatives like 'Thank You 
For Hearing Me', which is 

quiet but purposeful. 

The anger and disquiet 

haven't gone away but her 

soft, elfin- like vocals now 

channel her anger into words 

more meaningful. This is 

achieved with varying degrees 

of success. Numbers with an 

autobiographical bent, such 

as the wonderfully-

orchestrated (almost Bjork-
like) 'Success Has Made A 

Failure Of Our Home' and the 

anguished ' Fire On Babylon' 
work well. At other times the 

ideas are just too big - the 

madcap ' Empire' for one, built 

on the disparate and colliding 

inputs of Bomb The Bass and 

Benjamin Zephaniah, who all 

conspire to make a pig's ear 

of it. 

Too bland is the other 

extreme - take the dreadful 

'John I Love You'. Then there 
are the film tracks 'You Made 

Me The Thief Of Your Heart' 
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(from the film In The Name Of 

The Father) and ' Don't Cry 

For Me Argentina' which look 

completely out of place. 

The album spans a decade 
and shows up the flaws as 

well as the depths in the 

personality that Sinead has 

developed. In many ways she 
reminds one of Van Morrison, 
Ireland's favourite son - 

commercial when necessary 

but nonetheless steeped in an 

Irish waywardness, which 
translates into songs of either 

poetic genius or sheer, 

maddening drivel. 

It remains to be seen over 

the course of the next ten 
years, if Sinead can pluck a 

song out of the hat with a title 

as ludicrous as that Man Van's 
'You Don't Pull No Punches 
But You Don't Push The 
River'. Now that would be 

some feat. 

LIME SHIP 
VIRGIN CDV 2844 

Erstwhile Summer Of Love 

participant and occasional 

MASH actor, Loudon 
Wainwright III has been 

churning out albums since 

1970. Miraculously this is his 
sixteenth. Earning him the 

reputation as a new Bob 

Dylan on his debut, Loudon's 

songs are always honest 

interpretations of life and love 
and, when coupled with his 

talent for juggling various 

instruments, make him an 
American version of Max 

Boyce. Loudon's a kind of 
engaging Charles Hamilton 
IV, who in turn was a dreary 

US version of our own tank-

topped Val Doonican. 

Though there have been 

several generations of Loudon 
Wainwrights, there is but one 

dimension to the song-writing 
here. This is a man who 

always likes to blend a 

steelstring guitar with a crystal 
clear vocal - a modern 

troubadour in the vein of a 
Jackson Browne, an Al 
Stewart or indeed a Don 

McLean. 

He has managed to recruit 
other able musicians to the 

ranks, but they tinkle very 

quietly in the background, so 

unless you are a fan of his 

songs, there is very little else 

to enthuse about. However, 

the addition of a banjo on 

'The World' and trumpets on 

'Our Own War' shows some 

latitude on Loudon's part. 
The overall result is a 

collection of Country-tinged 

songs, which are perhaps too 

suburban for their own good. 
This is due partly to the 

production values of the 

Grammy-award-winning John 

Leventhal, who gives the 

music a smooth quality when 

a bit of rough would have 

gone down well. The main 

reason though is because the 

songs tell stories of everyday 

strife, and a whole series of 
mini kitchen-sink dramas 

emerge. 

All the usual wry 

observations and self-

mockeries are here, couched 

in terms taken from the most 

mundane of daily activities, 
such as ' Bein' A Dad' and 

having ' Breakfast In Bed' as 

well as, most peculiarly of all, 
ruminations on ' Underwear'. 

Oh well, each to their own. 
It's all fairly amusing I 

suppose you might say, but 

personally-speaking, a hum-
drum trip to the laundrette is a 

more captivating prospect. 

MARIGOLD SKY 
EAGCD011 

The latest in a long series of 
albums sees the return of one 

of Pop's most formidable of 

partnerships, Hall and Oates. 
Despite a five-year hiatus, 

they've managed to get back 

together again for another 

crooning performance to 

delight housewives 

everywhere. 

In their own way, Hall and 

Oates were as much a part of 

the '80s as the Duran Durans, 
Spandaus and Whams of the 

world. Less bloated certainly 

and using far less stencil 

eyeliner, they captured the 

essence and optimism of the 

boom times just as well. They 

had already cut a swathe by 
the end of the ' 70s with songs 

such as 'Sara Smile' and ' Rich 
Girl', but it was the 

breakthrough in the early '80s 

with ' Private Eye' that set 
them on the right foot and 

endeared them to the cocktail 

party set. 
If you still have recall 

problems, think the unlikeliest 

duo ever, one tall and 

glamorous, the other short 

and dark with a stupid 

Clouseau moustache. 

Somehow they have connived 

to put down a new album 
which for the most part is a 
pastiche of their former 
glories. 

The opener, ' Romeo Is 

Bleeding', bears more than a 

passing resemblance to 
1983's ' Say It Isn't So', while 

'Hold On To Yourself', 

without any reservations 

whatsoever, is a repeat of the 

international hit 'I Can't Go 

For That (No Can Do)'. They 

know it's special so you're 

treated later to the re-mixed 

Garage version. 

Apart from the usual 
concerns that beset the 

middle-aged and the middle-

of-the-road, there's little to 
tickle the taste buds. So we 

have much balladeering about 

their troubled romantic lives 

with the occasional good song 

- 'War Of Words' and the 

lyrically somewhat 

unimaginative 'Time Won't 

Pass Me By', which is helped 

no end by lilting summery 
Jazz guitar patterns. 

There are also desperate 
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DECKSANDDRUMS . 

ANDROCKANDRO 

All OF SOUND CD01 

Regency crescents, 

and Rugby. Now add Al 

Gifford and Will White t 

the attractions of Bath. For 

these crafty little 

deckmasters - along with 

the likes of The Chemical 

Brothers and Bentley 

Rhythm Ace who between 

them comprise the 

ferocious new breed of Big 

Beat - are a beauty to 

behold in themselves. 

In the Propellerheads Big 

Beat, now firmly part of the 

Pop consciousness, delivers 

perhaps its most lavish and 

commercial item to date. 

And from this twosome we 

hear an album that 

combines both modern and 

traditional values. Hence 

we have psyched 

orchestrations, rolling 

beatbox noises and looped 

rhythms sprouting all over 

the place. Yet all the while 

there are enough old school 

sounds to make a respectable 

big-band type arrangement. 

If you can't swallow that, 

there are two words that will 

surely convince you - Shirley 

Bassey. The diva has 

ans 

recorded a duet witi these 

nicey, nicey West country 

boys: need I say more? 

To date, the 

Propellerheads' firs- foray 

David Arnolc. 

Gifford and White could 

alrr.ost be John Barry's 

bastard offsp-ing for the 

amount of Bond themes 

PROPELLEMIERD5 

Shirley 'Goldfinger' Bassey 

on ' History Repeating', a 

swaggering blast of near-

operatic scale that employs 

the best larynx in the 

business. 

There's no denying the 

. schmaltz in this but the Isound is all the 
Propellerheads' own. Bass 

' drops, large slabs of Funk, 

Hammond organ and vocal 

sampling feature large, and 

where it hangs together, as 

on the aforementioned 

'History', 'Take California' 

and the powering 

'Cominagetcha', the effects 

are awesome. 

The truly experimental 

'Velvet Pants' and ' Bigger' 

may show a sense of 

humour, but could quite 

reasonably be described b\. 

a shorter, less endearing 

Americanism. 

The results might lay 

themselves open to 

accusations of being messy, 

but frankly they'd sound 

great in any environment yoi. 

care to name - car, club or 

open-air arena. That's the 

frightening potential of Big 

Beat. Atmospheric, even 

stratospheric, the 

Propellerheads are coming 

you from a different 

dimension. 

into the scene was the little-

known EP Dive, whose title 

track became the musical 

backdrop for a world-wide 

Adidas advert in -.996. This 

should come as no surprise 

to the few who already know 

them for the equâly well-

budgeted Tomorrow Never 

Dies collaboration with 

which crop up on 

Cecksanddrums. Their first 

outing with Arnold ('On Her 

Majesty's Secret Service') and 

the spy movie pastiche 

'Spybreak' are prime 

examples. 

And then, of coarse, 

here's no getting away from 

heir ollaboration with 

‘it 

displays of the rockers in them trying to 

get out, lively outbursts like 'Want To' or 

the slower paced 'The Sky Is Falling' 

which sounds uncannily like Tom Petty 

and The Heartbreakers"Freefalling'. 

All the familiar hallmarks are still 

there, however - the enduring passion for 

Philly Soul, the quality singing, the 

smooth arrangements, that saxophone 

and the effective harmonising 

contributions provided by John Oates 

(now thankfully without moustache). But 

the constant threat is blandness. 

Marigold Sky closely follows the spirit 

of their earlier albums - radio-friendly 

songs and good rhythms but not the same 

catchiness that their compositions used to 

have. The impression you get is of a 

couple of laboratory technicians at work 

with time on their hands but lacking any 

real soul • 
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by Sara Davis & Leon Palmer 

DJ QUICKSILV'Ei 
01M1141tVill 

QUICKSILVER 

POSITIVA 49349422 

This month's dose of melodic, 

epic House comes courtesy of 

internationally successful DJ 
Quicksilver. Named after the 

contents of a type of 
barometer used for judging DJ 

competitions, and the fact that 
when he used to compete the 

silver mercury shot up the 

barometer, er, quickly, this 
man has one of the more 

dubious tags within DJdom. 

However, Quicksilver's recent 

successes cannot be faulted - 

two top-20 hits in the UK last 

year, the debut ' Bellissima' 

entering at number four and 

staying in the charts for 14 

weeks, and the more recent 
'Free' which was equally 
buoyant. 

Featuring both hits and the 

next single ' Planet Love', the 

debut album (due for release 

this month) shows no sudden 

change of tack: expect the 

type of Poppy anthem that 

turns up in a Ritzy-style 

student night or your mid-

week aerobics class. ' Bingo 
Bongo' is a prime example, 

with its regular drum/hi-hat 

base, twangy key-changes and 

that old favourite 'Woo - 
Yeah' sample. Other tunes 

such as 'Techno Macht Spass' 

offer more to get the teeth into 

with meatier layers of sound, 
samples and uplifting 

breakdowns. 

Quicksilver's recent claim 

to fame - that he played the 
same Turkish venue as the 

Spice Girls - is a further clue 

as to the nature of his musical 

approach and aspirations. 

Accordingly, Quicksilver the 

album is a well-produced, 

chart-friendly combination of 

tunes with more Pop than a 

Pepsi promotion and plenty of 

bouncy bits. 

DOPE ON PLASTIC 

VOLS 
REACT LP 118 

First released back in 1994, 

React's Dope On Plastic was 

one of the first Trip-Hop 

compilations and has fought 

off competition from all sides 

to reach its fifth volume. 

Promising to be the series' 

biggest and best collection to 

date, the new LP features cuts 

gathered internationally from 

such weird beat luminaries as 

Mr Dan, Smoke And Mirrors 

and Krash Slaughta. 
The album has once again 

been compiled by veteran 

beat-head John Stapleton, 
hailed as one of the West 

Country's longest-standing 

and well-respected DJs. 

Stapleton himself 

masterminded the first ever 

Dope On Plastic Tour, which 
took to the UK, the rest of 
Europe and Australia last year. 

That probably explains how 
tracks originating from 

Germany, Ireland and Iceland 

have arrived on this album. 

Of course there's a healthy 
slab of Hip-Hop-related 

material from the US, but for 

some the main course will be 

the local UK fare from the 

likes of Brighton, Bristol and 

Scotland-based artists — oh, 
and that hot-bed of musical 
innovation, Weybridge. 

That said, those with a 
broad view of Trip-Hop will 
enjoy D.O.P's variety of 

souped—up Electronica beats 

and Hip-Hop - you could 

soon find yourself on a 
mission to locate all things 

low-down, dirty, heavily 

funked, tripped-out and 

blunted, which shouldn't be 

too tough. On the other hand, 

you may be content with the 
down-tempo side of things, 

and there's plenty of that too. 

Amongst the crazy 
Breakbeat stuff, Dutchman 

Prince Abooboo's ' 1, 2, 3, 4, 

5, 6, 7, 8' is about as in-yer-
face and brain-bruising as it 

gets whilst still managing to 

be entertaining. Steady G 

kicks in with the sprawling 

sampledelia of 'DJ For Prez', a 

block-rockin' Hip-Hop beat 

with a persistent rap, enriched 

by a catchy riff lifted from 

Tom Tom Club and familiar 
Thrash Metal chords from 

somewhere else! 

For many, the spirit of 
D.O.P. is summed up by the 

mellow cuts, the chilled-out 

and Dubby numbers or the 

ones that make your feet tap 

but don't force you to get up 
and dance. 'Cyclops 4000', a 

spacey Hip-Hop dub by 

Macro Scope, would go down 
well at any summer festival. 

No wonder Stapleton's one 

of the few people to have 

landed the coveted DJ 

residency at the Glastonbury 

and Womad festivals. His 

ability to manipulate vaguely 

recognisable tunes and churn 

out eclectic collections of 
quality Hip-Hop, Soul and 

Jazz makes him one of 

modern music's brightest 
talents, one that after four 

years and five Dopes is still 

fresh enough to sample. 

THE HOUSE MUSIC 

MOVEMENT, DOC 

MARTIN 

MASTER DANCE 

TONES HMMCD 8091 

Hailing from the West Side, 

Doc Martin is a rare star of the 
LA House scene as well as 

being one of its most 

successful international 
exports. He's not a Doctor 

and he doesn't wear DMs but 
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EUPHONIC 

DIFFERENT DRUMMER 

Birmingham's underground 

label Different Drummer is 

surfacing as one of the 
country's key purveyors of 

beat-heavy tunes. First there 

were Dub-masters Rockers 
Hi-Fi, and now Euphonic, 

debut release from Rob 
Henry, Nick Trimm and a 

host of friends and influences 

from the Brooklyn Hip-Hop 

scene. Despite playing host 

to such guests as Dr Israel 

and tuffer-than-Ragga vocals, 

Euphonic's is an 

idiosyncratic Hip-Hop 

rhythm, refined and multi-

layered with scratching, 

rappin', processing and 

cunning distortion. 

With plenty to please all 
tastes in Breakbeat, Euphonic 

moves from grass-roots 

numbers such as 
'Revolution/Solution' (one of 

the Soothsayer/Dr Israel 

collaborations) te really 

innovative blends of 

instrumentation. The Bluesy 

'Cattleprod' takes the rolling 

Euphonic beat and adds 

manipulated vocals and 

samples to great effect, while 

'7 Orbits' puts orchestral 

strings and the advice of an 

ex-astronaut on the same 
foundation to create an 

Ambient classic. 
Although Euphonic 

evolves at a slow pace - 
meandering at times - you 
won't lose interest because 

there's a great range of 

vocals and samples tweaked 

to truly musical effect. Taking 

a purer approach than Trip-

Hop artists, Euphonic stay 

true to their Hip-Hop roots 

and decorate the bass beats 

with wicked processing and 

Jazzy melodies. Avoid the 

Drum 'n' Bass pigeon-hole - 

it doesn't do them justice. 

This album is a remarkable 
feat of musical cross-

breeding which works well 

and does good. Listen up 
geneticists. 

here he puts on his fancy 

footwear and chooses a fine 

selection of durable, deep 

House and Garage classics 

from The House Music 

Movement to keep you 

healthy. 
Experienced 

remixer/producer and 

obviously a bit nifty behind 
the decks, Doc M gives us his 

unashamedly American 

version of the story of House 

music, at least as we Brits 

know it. Leaving aside the 

pioneers of UK and 

continental Dance music, 

some of the artists and 

producers on show here 

certainly get a mention in the 

House hall of infamy: DJ 

Pierre, Francois Kervorkian, 

George Morel, Joe T. VaneIli 

and Karen Pollack's best 

efforts are mixed into a 
refreshingly varied pick ' n' 

mix of hits. 

The duff ones are few and 
far between, as you'd expect 

from someone who's famous 

for his ability to hold a crowd 

for up to eight hours. Still, 

there are a couple of 

candidates, namely 
Government's (where did they 

get that name from?) 

'Basement Groove'. But this is 

soon forgiven as Doc puts the 

boot in and hits us with a brief 

taste of sing-along favourite, 

'Brighter Days' before the 

unmistakably simple but deep 

House formula of Mood II 

Swing's production of Wall Of 

Sound's 'I Need Your Love'. 

The Doc's managed to 

unearth a few real gems 
which haven't been over-

played - original classics like 
The Believers' Who Dares To 

Believe In Me' is rarely heard 

these days. Naturally there's 

one by the Doc himself under 

the guise Blakdoktor and it 

stands up pretty well amongst 

the heavyweights. He might 

even like to consider spending 

less time touring, if he can 

make records like these more 

often. 

For the rest, who would 

rather be in bed than dancing 

to funky US House? As an ' 

added bonus, the album 

comes with an extra CD 
containing interviews on the 

music with some of its leading 
lights. If Todd Terry and Juan 

Atkins waxing lyrical doesn't 

ease you off, try the soothing 
tones of Steve 'Silk' Hurley: " It 

all evolved from the fact that I 

just loved music and loved 

playing music for people"-

cute! I'm sure the Doc would 

agree • 
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Roksan Caspian Amplifier and CD Player combination available for around LI 590. 
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0% FINANCE 
Spread the cost of buying these 

quality systems with our 0% finance 

terms. Up to 24 months interest free. 
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CROSS FIRE 

DIW DIW-927 

Another hugely influential 

Jazz Rock guitarist after John 

mcLaughlin, although one 

who couldn't be more 

different, is the American 

James " Blood" Ulmer. 

Coincidentally born the same 
year as McLaughlin, 1942, he 

led an undistinguished earlier 
musical career playing 

relatively straightforward post-
Bop guitar initially with house 

bands in Detroit and New 

York and then with figures of 

the stature of Art Blakey and 

Joe Henderson. He did 

contribute guitar to organist 

Larry Youngs' monumental 

Lawrence Of Newark (which 

is thus far lamentably not 
issued on CD), but it was not 
until 1974, when he joined 

alto saxophonist Omette 
Coleman's group, Prime Time, 

that he truly came into his 

own. 

There's some contention 

over the degree to which 

Ulmer came to the 
improvising systems for which 

he became famous. Despite 
the claims of his more 

rigorous fans it seems unlikely 

that Omette didn't have a 
huge influence on him. 

Coleman is many things to 

many people - the most 

significant Jazz artist of his 

generation to some, a 
charlatan to others. 

Something he's notorious 

for having developed with 
Prime Time is a mystifying, 

labyrinthine musical theory he 

terms Harmolodics. Sniffed at 

by detractors, Harmolodics is, 
at its most basic, a way that 

allows small or large groups 

to improvise collectively, with 

no soloist taking precedent 

and with no harmonic or 

melodic system dictating what 

form the improvised lines 

might take. Whatever the 

theory, the results are possibly 
an acquired taste, but there's 

little doubt that at their best, 
Prime Time were pretty 

extraordinary. 

After Ulmer left the group 

in 1977 with this experience 
under his belt, he embarked 

upon a genuinely remarkable 

solo career. What was to mark 

this out as special was the 

way he grasped his R ' n' B 

and Blues roots. Two albums 

in particular, 1978's Tales Of 

Captain Black and 1980's Are 

You Glad To Be In America?, 
really established his 
reputation. His overall 

approach (hoarse, Blues vocal 

and stinging, R 'n' B-meet-

Bebop guitar lines pitched 

against lopsided, jerky 

rhythms) found favour as 

much with a post-Punk 

generation of Rock fans as it 

did with the modern Jazz 
cognoscenti, often more so. 

Over the last decade or so, 

Ulmer's principal energies 

have gone into his on-going, 

floating-personnel project, the 
Music Revelation Ensemble. 

The earlier line-ups of the 

groups made them look more 

like modern ad hoc Jazz 

supergroups than like the 

compact units they've 

become, with such major 

figures as tenor saxophonist 
David Murray and bassist 

Jamaaladeen Tacuma filling 
its ranks. It frankly didn't 
always work, with the group's 

real star, Murray, often 

sounding like a fish out of 

water, something unusual for 

so versatile a player. 

But the last couple of 

albums have seen Ulmer 

settle on a working method 

that's creatively far more 

successful. 1996's Knights Of 

Power saw the group reduced 

to a trio, with saxophonists - 

Hamiet Bluiett and Arthur 

Blythe - adding cameo roles. 

The core trio for Cross Fire, 
recorded in January last year, 

retains drummer Cornell 

Rochester, who has been with 

the group now since 1990 , 

Electric Jazz, and sees electric 

bassist Calvin " Hassen Truth" 

Jones join them. 

In itself, this is a powerful 

trio. Ulmer has perhaps 

developed in a diametrically 

different direction from that of 
many players with equally 

long careers. Where it's often 

said of others that they've 
'honed their chops', in 

Ulmer's case the years have 
seen him discarding what few 

frills his playing contained, 

leaving a fairly raw carcass of 

a sound. Meanwhile, 

Rochester and Jones are a fine 

pairing, whose elastic rhythms 

and sheer power ably support 

the leader's compositions and 
improvisations. 

Joining this trio, and 

turning a fine session into a 

real blazer, are alto 

saxophonist John Zorn and 

legendary tenorist Pharoah 

Sanders. Two very different 

stylists, they nonetheless both 

grasp the real dirt in Ulmer's 
music and play it for all it's 
worth. 

Immense stuff. 

4+, 

I NEED 5 MINUTES 

ALONE 

AVANT AVAN 054 

Finally, an all-too-brief 

mention for a real curio, but 

one which deserves a mention 

now if only because its 
progenitors have made regular 

appearances in this column 
(hey, continuity!) Pieces 

seems to be basically two San 

Franciscan freaks: avant-metal 

shred guitarist Buckethead 

(known here for his 

contributions to such Bill 

Laswell-led projects as Praxis, 

Death Cube K and Arcana) 

and his long-time buddy, a 
drummer known to we 

earthlings simply as Brain (a 

colleague in many of these 

aforementioned projects). 
Also along for the ride is a 
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JAZZ 

singer called Herbie, whose 

mumbled offerings make Beck 

sound like Stevie Wonder. 

What this threesome offer 

up defies categorisation more 

than most things here, and, 
yes, that's saying something: 

primitive synth and sequencer 

patterns jammed against Black 

Sabbath drum patterns; mind-
boggling jerk-off H-M guitar 

solos; almost pretty acoustic 
guitar passages; oddly 

whimsical Gen-X balladry. 

The overall feeling is of 

genuine psychosis (a thought 

supported by the album's 

graphics and sleeve notes - 
"Buckethead thanks The 

Classic Sports Channel", etc). 
An acquired taste then, but a 

blast for all that. 

HM liclA11611lIN 

JOHN MCU 
MY GOALS BEYOND 

DOUGLAS MUSIC 

John McLaughlin's My Goals 

Beyond remains, in many 
ways, a very peculiar record. 

Originally released in 1970, 

it's now being reissued on CD 

- not for the first time, I 

believe - on Douglas Music. 

It's a curiously serendipitous 

synchronicity of record 

company release schedules 

that finds its rerelease at more 

or less the same moment as 

the first two albums by 

drummer Tony Williams' 

Lifetime. Last month in this 

column I reviewed the 

second, and, for my money, 
the better (although it's a 

close-run thing) of those CDs, 

Turn It Over. 

McLaughlin left Lifetime 

shortly after the recording of 

Turn It Over. To say that the 

group burned itself out might 

merely sound like a naff Rock 
journalist's purple prose, but 

by many accounts, that's 

exactly what the first line-up 

of Lifetime really did. It's 

certainly true to say that 

without McLaughlin the group 

would never sound as 
powerful again. 

In any case, it's not 
difficult to conclude that 

McLaughlin retreated into thq, 
studio to record My Goals 

Beyond as some act of 

cleansing after his 18 months 

with Lifetime - the music 

couldn't be more different. 

Lifetime had pretty much 

been the first real Jazz Rock 

group. Miles Davis is 

generally credited with giving 

birth to the genre, but, truly, 

Lifetime made a far more 

radical break with the Jazz 

tradition. They had also been, 

crucially, a completely 
electric group. 

McLaughlin returned to his 

first love, the acoustic guitar, 

to record My Goals Beyond. 
And into the sessions he 

brought Brazilian 

percussionist Airto Moreira 

and the great American 

double-bassist Charlie Haden. 

In many respects, the 

music looks forward several 

years to that he would record 

with the acoustic Indian/Jazz 

crossover supergroup Shakti 

in the mid-1970s. Not that the 

music here does much more 

than hint at the use of the 
Indian modes and time 

signatures which McLaughlin 

would begin to explore with 

the Mahavishnu Orchestra 

and then more fully with 

Shakti. Indeed, much of the 
material is drawn from the 

mainstream Jazz repertoire. 

It's more in the overall feel 

and mood of the music. 

McLaughlin's electric 

playing with both Miles and 
Lifetime had been part of 

something really ' earthy'. 

Much is often made of how 

Jazz Rock can be too abstract, 
or un-Bluesy, but Williams' 

and Miles' music at that time 

was the music of the city, the 

music of the street: harsh, 
wildly eclectic yet deeply 
funky. My Goals Beyond is 

more conspicuously spiritual 

in its tone (compare the title 

alone with, say, Bitches Brew 
or Emergency!) This would 

become a hallmark of 

McLaughlin's music. For 

although My Goals Beyond 

was a brief acoustic respite 

before the electric onslaught 

of the Mahavishnu Orchestra, 

it set a precedent which 

wouldn't go away. 
Miles' 1970s electric music 

would become ever more that 

of the street, evoking James 

Brown, Sly Stone and Hendrix 

as much as it did the Jazz or 

Classical traditions in which 

the trumpeter had trained. 

McLaughlin moved in the 

other direction entirely. His 

philosophical outlook turned 
east, his music, even at its 

fiercest, always burning with 

some spiritual longing for the 
numinous. 

My Goals Beyond was, in 

many respects, a turning 

point; its acoustic form set it 

apart from his recent work 

while the intensity of 
McLaughlin's playing hinted 

at what was to come, 
although it remained very 

different in itself. 

Crucially, the recording 

was overseen by producer 

Alan Douglas, who remains 

an odd figure in the history of 

cutting-edge music over the 

last three decades. In spite of 

being reviled by many for his 

role in posthumously-
compiled Jimi Hendrix 

albums, on which Hendrix's 
playing and singing was 

spliced together with newly 

recorded backing tracks, 
many of them played by 
musicians he'd never even 

met, he's still seriously 

regarded by some to be one of 

the music's most influential 

figures, bringing together 

undreamed of projects at a 

point - the turn of the 1970s - 
when anything seemed 

possible. 
Douglas is back in 

business again, with a 
reactivated Douglas Music 

label releasing the finest Jazz 

and Jazz Rock. (This month 

also sees the release of an 

unexpected and hugely 

enjoyable collaboration 

between American and 

Finnish guitarists Nicky 

Skopelitis and Raoul 

Bjürkenheim). It's a 

welcome return to the fray 

and the reissue of My 

Goals Beyond reminds us just 
why e 
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THE RIGHT NOTE Tel: Tel.No. (01255) 874728. 
Just think: most audiophiles listen for most of the 
time to systems that are 'not quite right'. Are you 
happy with yours? Forget the reviews and trying to 
put together a system like a patchwork quilt with 
the ' best' bits around. Its our job to do the 
assessing, you judge our results We'll help you to 
plan a system for the fu:ure, even if you spread the 
purchases Leave the ' up-grade-itis' behind, save 
money and enjoy music all the time. Just listen, and 
you'll know. CD: Acuras, Audio Synthesis. Classe. 
CaCS, Enlintened Audio Design. Meracus. OreIle. 
Wadia, XTC. Vinyl: Basis. Crown. Jewel, Graham, 
Michell, Sumiko, Transfiguration. Amps. Acurus, 
Audio Sculpture & more. Speakers: Audio Artistry. 
Audio Physics & more. Tuners: Fanfare, Magnum 
Dynalab i many more. Cables: Chord, DNM. Silver 
Sounds & more. ( Credit Cards Accepted). 

MUSICAL INTENTIONS. Telephone Adrian on 
(01934) 620012 Mon - Thurs. Have you heard of 
Nottingham Analogue Turntables? Now you can 
listen to any one in the comfort of your own home. 
Dems by appointment only. Also agents for: Croft. 
Audio Analogue, Sonneteer. Unison Research, Tube 
Technology. Posseit Eli Opera speakers and Slate 
Audio stands. 'PLEASE NOTE OUR 
INTENTION Is FOR You To ENJOY 
MUSIC' 

RICHARD'S AUDIO VISUAL 4 Greyfriars 
Bedford Tel: 01234 365165. Stockists of: Arcam, 
Audioquest, Beyer. B&W. Bose, Cable Talk. 
Celestion, Cyrus Denon. Heybrook. Marantz. 
Mission, Moth. Nakarnichi, Ortofon, Pioneer. Pro-
ject. Quad. REL, Rote), Royd. Ruark, Sennheiser. 
Sound Style, Systemdek, Target. Teac. Thorens. van 
den Nul & more! Expert friendly service Listening 
room. Pioneer Reference Point Visa ? Access. 

AUDIO T 4 Queens Walk. Broad Street Mall. 
Reading. (0118) 958-5463. Great Value on Acoustic 
Energy Arcam. Audiolab, B&W. Cyrus. Denon, 
Dynaudio. Linn. Marantz, Micromega, Mission, Nairn. 
Nakamichi. Quad, Rega. Ratel. Royd. Trichord 
Research. Yamaha & many more. Tues-Sat 9-5.30. 3 
year Hi-Fi guarantee. Free delivery & installation. 30 
day free upgrades. Home demonstrations. PX. 
Selected Interest Free Credit. Listening room. 
BADA Bonded. 

HI-CAM Buy/Sell Part Exchange. Good Quality 
Audio Products. Ecuipment includes: Nairn. Linn, 
Audiolab, Kef. Miss on. Krell, Meridian. Rel, Epos. 
Also Prologic Equipment, Open Mon-Sun 10.00am - 
8.00pin. For genuine & friendly service Tel.Fax 
01844 260182 Elobi 0 0973 233380. 

J & A HI-FI CENTRE. 85 Boutport St.. 
Barnstaple Tel: (01271) 24384. Open Mon-Sat 9.00 
to 5.30. Arcam, Atacama, B&W, Cable Talk, Castle, 
JVC, Sony, NAD. Marantz. Tannoy. Yamaha. 
Sonneteer. Target. Private listening room for Hi-Fi 
and Sarround Sourd. Also large selection of Video 
Camcorder and editing equipment Expert advice in 
a quiet relaxed atmosphere 

J & A CAMERAS Ltd.. Gammon Walk. 
Barrntaple. Tel: (01271) 75037 and 53 Mill St., 
Bideford. Tel: (0)237) 421791. Open Mon-Sat 9.00 
to 5.30. All major brands of cameras, lenses and 
equipment stocked. Large darkroom section. Slide 
projectors. digital cameras and scanner. Probably 
the most comprehensive range in the South Wet of 
England 

SEVENOAKS HI-FI 3 & 4 Kingswalk Shopping 
Centre,19-23 King Street. Reading, Berks. RG1 
2HG. Tel. 0118 9597768. A specialist Hi-Fi store 
with two demonstratioin rooms. The audio visual 
room is complete with Meridian Digital Surround 
Sound. Major brands stocked are: Arcam. Audiolab, 
Cyrus. Denon. Marantz. Meridian, hotel, Yamaha. 
Acoustic Energy, Castle, B&W, Kef Reference, 
Mor itor Audio & Ruark. 

ENGLISH ANALOGUE 3 Naseby Rise, 
Newbury, Berks, RGI4 2SF. Classical LP Specialist. 
inclading collectable Dacca. HMV. Columbia and 
RCA records. All records cleaned and supplied 
with new inners eeves free of charge. Condition 
gua-anteed. In addition good condition Classical LPs 
and CDs wantec. For a free catalogue call 01635 
40242. fax 01635 524239 or E- Mail 
www.multiplex.cook.records. 
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HAZLEMERE AUDIO CONSULTANTS To 
hear how realistic music can sound please call for an 
appointment ( day or evening). Objective advice. 
comfortable listening, home demonstrations. free 
installation, part exchange, repairs and superb 
service. Acoustic Precision. Air tangent, ATC, 
Audiomeca, Basis. Classe, EAD, Fanfare. Henley, 
Magnaplanar. Mirage, Monno, Muse, Nottingham 
Analogue. Opera, Ortofon, SD. Sirius. Straightwire. 
Tice. Triangle, Trilogy. VPI. Based in High 
Wycombe. Please call: 01494 437892. 

TECHNO SOUND/ AUDIO INSIGHT 7 
Granville Square, Willer,. Milton Keynes. MK IS 9)1_ 
Tel. ( 01908) 624949. Audiophile Hi-Fi and Home 
Cinma Specialists. All major brands stocked from 
Arcam to Yamaha. Meridian Digital Home Theatre 
dealer. Custom home cinema and multi room 
installation. 4 dem rooms and expert advice. 
Audiophile CDs. LPs and LaserDiscs to buy. Open 
late on Fridays 

NORTHWOOD AUDIO 98 Cambridge St. 
Aylesbury, Bucks HP20 IBA. Tel. 01296 28790. 
Selected soun:ls from Acoustic Energy. Alchemist, 

Arion, Audio Meca, Audio Note. Aura. Boston, B & 
W. Cabletalk, Castle, Celestion. DNM Virtual 
Reality, Denon, OPA, Epos, Exposure. Gyrodek. 
Harman Kardon, Heybrook. Kef. Marantz. 
Micromega. Monitor Audio. Moth, Musical 
Technology, Myryad, NAD, Nakamichi, Neat, 
Pioneer. Proac, Rega, Rel, Rose, Rote, Royd, Ruark, 
Spendor, Systemdek. Tannoy. Teac. Talk 
Electronics, Thorens, TDL, Triangle. Tube 
Technology and a range of quality pre- used 
equipment Expon orders welcome. 2 Dem rooms. 
Credit facilities available. 
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THE AUDIO FILE 4) Victoria Road, Cambridge. 
Tel, 01223 68305. ' For the best in British Hi-Fi and 
Home cinema entertainment'. Visit or call to 
arrange a dem with products from: Audiolab Arcam, 
Mission, Linn, Nairn. Rega. Cyrus, Absolute Sounds. 
Kef, Sony. Yamaha. Rel, Quad. Ruark. Devon. 

AUDIO VISION 228 Lincoln F.oad, 
Peterborough, PEI 2NE. Tel: 01733 352752. B&W, 
Beyer. Cabletalk. Exposure, Grado. Harmon 
Kardon, JVC. Maranta. Micromega, Mordaunt Short. 
NAD, Pioneer, Projects, QEC. Rel. Ruark, 
soundstyle, Tannoy. Teac. TDL and more. all major 
credit cards accepted finance arranged, 
demonstration facilities, open 9.30 - 5.30 Monday - 
Saturday 

THE HI-FI COMPANY PETERBOROUGH The 
region's largest range of enthusiast hi-fi. Arcam, 
Audiolab, B8tVV, Cyrus, Denon, KEF, Kenwood, 
Krell, Maranta. Martin Logan, M&K. Meridian, 
Mission, NAD, NAIM. Pioneer. Quad. REL, Ratel. 
Yamaha and many more. Excellent hi-fi and A/V 
demonstration facilities. Part exchange welcome. 
Huge selection of top quality, carefully used 
equipment. telephone for mailing list. 35-42 
COWGATE, Peterborough. Phone: (017331 341755 
Fax: ( 01733) 358141. 

UNIVERSITY AUDIO 1-2 Pea( Hill. Cambridge. 
01223 354237. Mission- Cyrus. Arcam, hotel, 
Denon. Meridian. Ruark, ATC, AVI. Quad, Linn. C 
dems. 1 single speaker. Home : rial, free install. 
Service Dept VISA, ACCESS. AMEX. Credit Terms, 
Open 9-5.30 
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ACOUSTICA 17 Hoole Rd., Chester CH2 3NH 
Tel 01244 344227. All that's best in hi-Fi from Epos. 
KEF, Teac. Royd. Linn , Rega. Naim. Arcam, 
Audiolab, Ruark. Rote) and many more. Multi room 
systems from Linn Knekt Superb demonstration 
facilities, home demonstrations and installation a 
pleasure. We offer the best products. the best 
service and the best sounds. Open Tuesday to 
Saturday, evenings by appointment. 

THE AUDIO COUNSEL 14 Stockport Road. 
Cheadle, Cheshire. Tel (0161) 428 78E17 and 12 
Shaw Road. Oldham, Manchester OL I 3IQ Tel 
(0161) 633 2602. Linn, Arcam, Naim, Audio 
Research, Martin Logan. Yamaha. Creek. Nakamichi, 
denon, JPW. Maranta, Royd, Lexicon. 3 dem rooms. 
free install, VISA/ACCESS Full multi-room and AV. 
installation 10:00 - 5:30pm Mon-Sat. till 8:00 
Thursday. 

CHRIS BROOKS AUDIO 29 Gaskell Street, 
Stockton Heath, Warrington. Cheshire. WA4 2UN. 
Tel (01925) 261212. Tues-Sat 10.00-6.00. 2 dem-
rooms. credit facilities. All credit cards. Established 
1978. Total absence of bulls "'t Lrnn Specialist. 

DOUG BRADY HI-FI Kingsway Studios, 
Kingsway North, Warrington. WAI 3NU Tel 01925 
828009 Fax 01925 825773. Visa. Mastercard, 
Lombard Tricity. 2 dem rooms, home trial. Agencies 
include: Arcam. Audiolab, Castle, Chord Electronics, 
DPA, Exposure. Harbeth, Heybrook, Krell, LFD, 
Michell, Mission, Nairn. Ocelle, Origin Live, Pink 
Triangle, ProAc. Roksan. SME. Spendor. Wilson 
Benesch and many more 

PRACTICAL HI-FI 88 Bridge Street, Warrington, 
WA I 2RF. Tel:- 01925 632175. See our main entry 
under Preston, becs. 

REPLAY AUDIO CONSULTANTS Tel/Fax 
Chester (01244) 401290. Cheshire's alternative hi-0 
specialists. Honest advice and personal service. We 
can demonstrate Alchemist. AV!, Henly, Heybrook, 
LED. Michell. Moth. Musical Fidelity. NAD. Neat. 
Origin Live. Ortofon. Pink Triangle, Royd, 
Sonneteer. Totem, Trichord. Demonstrations by 
appointment in Chester or in your own home. 
Delivery 8, installation available. Mastercard. Visa. 
Switch. Delta 

SWIFT HI-FI St. Annes Parade, Wilmslow. 01625 
5262)3. Aura, B&W, Donor. Kenwood, Maranta, 
Nad. Pioneer. Rote), Systemdek, Tannoy. Revolver. 
J.P.W., M. Short, Mission, Celestion, Technics. 
Audiolab, Castle, Open 9.30-6. Dem room. No 
pressure. BADA member. 
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ACTION ACOUSTICS 155..157 High St.. 
Redcar. Cleveland TSIO 3AN. 0)642 480723. Audio 
Innovations. Audio Note. Denon. Harman Kardon. 
JBL. Michell. Musical Fidelity Pink Triangle, Rogers, 
Sugden, SonicLink, Townsend, TDL. Thorens etc. 
Dom room appointment rec. Home Trial. Free 
installation. service dept. Int. free credit facility. 
Access. Visa & HP. Open 9.15-5.30 
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SOUNDS PERFECTION 'Cornwal)s most 
exclusive Audio retaile-'. Agencies include: 
Audiomecca. Analysis. Audio Spectrum. Audionote, 
Cadence. Harmon Kardon, Impulse. Konnekt 
Cables, Michell, Ortofori, Parasound. Project, 

Phylosophy Cables, Rel and SME. Home 
Demonstrations by Appointment. TefiFax, 01326 
221372 Mobile 0468 754353 
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MISONS SOUND & VISION Viaduct House. 
Victoria Viaduct. Carlisle, CA3 8AN Tel (012281 
22620. Exposure. Heybrook. .Aura. Bang & Olufson. 
B & W. Castle. NAD, Quad, hotel. Sony. Sugden. 
Yamaha. Demo Suite. No appas nec. Home trial 
facilities. Free installation. Service Department Mor 
- Sat. 9 - 5.30 

PETER TYSON 6 Abbey Street, Carlisle. 
Cumbria. CA3 8TX. Cumbria's premiere hi-fi 
centre'. Part exchange welcome. (01228) 46756. 
Audiolab, Linn, Mission. Pioneer. Marantz, Denon, 
Philips.. Technics and more. Gem Rooms. Gems 
wnhut obligation. Home trial. Free installation. In-
house service dept. Access. Visa. HP. 9-5.30pm 

PRACTICAL HI-FI 106 English Street. Carlisle, 
CA3 8ND Tel:- 01228 44792 See our main entry 
under Lancaster. 
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CHELSTON HI-FI 38 Walnut Road, ChesIton, 
Torquay, Devon. TQ2 6HS. Tel: (01803) 606863 
Where you can compare a range including Acoustic 
Energy, Bose. Castle, Celestion. Creek. Denon. 
Heybrook, JPW. Kenwood. Maranta, Musical 
Fidelity. Pioneer. Reel, Sony ea. Two dem rooms 
(including AV room 25 x 18ft). Free Installation. 
Free delivery up to 15 miles. Access, Visa, Amex, 
Diners, Credit facilities. 9.30-7,30. Mon- Fri, 9.30-
6.00 Sat. 

THE HI-FI ATTIC 58 New George St., Plymouth. 
Devon. PLI 1RR. 01752 669511. We stock most 
leading brands including Linn. Arcam. Denon, 
Ptoneer, Musical Fidelity amongst others. and have 
an expert enthusiastic staff. Premises include 
attractive hi-fi and home cinema demonstration 
rooms. We offer free installation and credit facilities 
(written details on request) also a fully equipped 
service department. We can also provide a mail 
order service for all your LaserDisc requirements. 
We accept Visa, Access, Amex. 

J & A CAMERAS LTD., Gammon Walk, 
Barnstaple. Tel (01271) 75037 and 53 Mill St., 
Bideford. Tel ( 0)237) 421791. Open Mon-Sat 9.00 
to 5.30. All Major brands of cameras, lenses and 
equipment stocked. Large darkroom section. Slide 
projectors, digital cameras and scanners. Probably 
the most comprehensive range in the South West of 
England. 

J & A HI-FI CENTRE. 85 Boutport St.. 
Barnstaple. Tel. (01271) 24384. Open Mon-Sat 9.00 
to 5.30. Arcam. Atacama, B & W. Cable Talk. 
Castle, JVC. Sony. NAG, Maranta, Tannoy, Yamaha, 
Sonneteer, Target. Private listening room for Hi-Fi 
and Surround Sound. Also large selection of Video 
Camcorder and editing equipment. Expert advice in 
a quiet relaxed atmosphere. 

DORSET 

MOVEMENT AUDIO 588 Ashley Road, Poole, 
Parkstone, Dorset BHI4 OAQ. Tel: (0)202) 730865. 
Arcam, Audiolab, B&W. Castle. Cyrus. Denon. KEF. 
Maranta, Meridian, Michell, Micromega, Pioneer. 
Ruark. Shearne Audio. 2 Dem rooms. Listen to the 
available choice and decide at your leisure - no 
pressure, no obligation. Our staff enjoy music, with 
our choice of products, you can tool Service 
Department. Free installation. Home trial facilities. 
Access. Visa, Amex, Diners Card. Credit facilities 
available Open Mon- Fri 10-6. Sat 9-6 

MOVEMENT AUDIO 336 Wimborne Road. 
Winton, Bournemouth, Dorset. BH9 2HH. Tel: 
(01202) 529988/520066 Arcam. B&W, Denon, KEF, 
Marantz. Meridian, Mission. Pioneer, Sony, Yamaha. 
Full dem facitlites available, also home dem. Friendly 
expert advice. Service Department Free installation. 
Home trial facilities. Access, Visa. Amex, Open 
Mon-Fri 9-5.30 

DAWSONS OF WESTBOURNE Home 
Cinema Specialists. Main agents for Bang & Olufsen, 
Harman Kardon. JBL, REL. Mordaunt Short, Sony, 
Technics and TDL. Demonstration facilities include 
our unique Dolby pro-logic system comparator for 
the ultimate way to choose the perfect system. Also 
on demonstration large screen televisions from 
Thomson, sony and Ferguson with video projectors 
from Sharp and Seleco. Dawsons, 23 Seamoor Road, 
Westbourne, Bournemouth 01202 764965 

SUTTONS HI- F1 18 Westover Road. 
Bournemouth, Hants. Tel: 01202 555512. You will 
find the very latest in superb Hi-Fi facilities with 
storks to include: Linn, Denon, Yamaha, Ratel, 
NAG, Marantz. Arcam, Celestion, Dual, Audiolab, 
Technics, QED. Sony, Sennheiser, Target. Sound 
Organisation. Teac, Cabletalk, Kef. DTS, Pioneer 
and many more. If you're serious about Hi-Fi you've 
probably heard of all these brands and probably 
heard of Suttons too! We've been around for 42 
years. Please call for expert knowledge and friendly 
advice 

WEYMOUTH HI- F1 33-35 Maiden Street. 
Weymouth, Dorset DT4 8BA. Tel ( 013051 785729. 
Arcam. Aura, B&W, Denon, Kenwood, Marantz, 
Micromega. Musical Fidelity, Panasonic, Quad. Sony. 
Technica. Yamaha. Gem room. Friendly professional 
advice. Only quality hi-fi dealer in Weymouth area. 
Service Department. Free installation. Home trial 
facilitres. Access. Visa, Amex. Switch. Delta 
Mastercard. Interest free credit. Instant credit. 

Open Mon- Fri 9.30-5.30 Sat • 9.30-5.30 
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AUDIO T 442-444 Cranbrctok Road. Gants Hill, 
Ilford. (0181) 518-09)5. Great Value on Acoustic 
Energy, Arcam, Audiolab,B&W, Cyrus. Denon. 
Jamo. KEF. Linn. Marantz. Mission, Micromega, 
Monitor Audio, NAG, Quad. Rote). Technics, 
Trichord Research. Yamaha & more. Tues/Thurs/Fri 
10-7. Wed/Sat 9.30-5.30. 3 year Hi-Fi guarantee. 30 
day free upgrades PX. Seiected Interest Free 
Credit 2 Listening rooms. BADA Bonded. 

GRAYSTON SOUND & VISION 33 Sir Isaac's 
Walk, Colchester. (012061 577682. Akai, Arcam, 
B&W. Boston Acoustics, Denon. Grundig. Infinity, 
KEF, Linn. Loewe Opta, Meridian, Nokia. Philips, 
Pioneer, Quad, Rotel, Ruark. Sennheiser. Spendor, 
Thorens. Superb demo rooms. free regional delivery 
and installation. Regular musical and surround 
evenings, home demonstrations. Excellent credit 

facilites. cwt. I II Psi Intl 

AUDIO T 40-42 Albion Street, Cheltenham. 
(0)242) 583960. Great Value on Acoustic Energy, 
Arcam, Audiolab, Denon, Dynaudio, KEF, Linn, 
Marantz, Meridian, Micromega. Mission. NAG, 
Nakamichi, Naim, Pioneer. quad. Ratel. Technics, 
Trichord Research. Yamaha & many more. Tues-Fri 
9.30-6. Sat 9.30-5.30. 3 year Hi-Fi guarantee 30 day 
free upgrades. Home demonstrations. Part 
exchange. Selected Interes: Free Credit. Listening 
room. BADA Bonded. 

THE RIGHT NOTE - BATH 
for specialist advice and hcme demonstrations. See 
Avon. 

MUSICAL INTENTIONS 'PLEASE NOTE OUR 
INTENTION IS FOR YOU TO ENJOY MUSIC'. 
Please see main er 'Avon' 

AUDIO GALLE r Petersheld Hampshire 
01730-895194 Valve Specialists on a superior level. 
Home dem. For Opening hours and appointments 
please ring 9.30am-7pm. 

AUDIO T 4 Feathers Lane, Basingstoke. (01256) 
24311. Great Value on Acoustic Energy. Arcam. 
Audiolab, Cyrus. Denon. Dynaudio, Linn. Maranta, 
Micromega, >fission, Nairn, NAG. Nakamichi, Quad. 
Royd, Ratel, Technics. Tm chord Research. Yamaha 
& many more. Tues-S It 9-5.30. 3 year Hi-Fi 
guarantee. Free delivery S installation. 30 day free 
upgrades. Home demonstrations. PX. Selected 
Interest Free Credit. Listening room. Home 
Cinema. BADA Bonded. 

HAMPSHIRE AUDIO Ltd. 2-12 Hursley Road. 
Chandlers Ford, Hants, S053 2FU, Tel 
Southampton (01703) 252827/265231 3 Hi-Fi and 2 
Home Cinema/Dolby Surround Sound 
Demonstration Rooms, one with Projection N and 
an 8' wide screen. Brasca stocked include ARCAM 
lsd Xeta), Audfiplab, ALdioquest, Celestion. Cyrus. 
Denon, Gradient. Infinity, KEF, Marantz. Meridian, 
Mission. Polk. Quad. Pote), Seleco. Sennheiser. 
Soundstyle, Tannoy, Target Audio. Thorens. & 
Yamaha. Established 1969, we offer a 2- year 
Guarantee covered by our own well-equipped 
Service Dept We have a large FREE car parking 
facility and we are located within 3 miles from 
Junction 14 ( M3/M27 In:erchange) and Junctions 13 
(M3) and 5 ( M27). Closed Mondays. except in 
December. Late Night: Thurs to 8pm. BADA 
Founder Member. All deposits fully covered by 
BADA Bonding. 

NOW THATS HI-FI 32 Arundel Street, 
Portsmouth Tel: ( 01700) 811230. Pioneer, Yamaha, 
Marantz, Kenwwod. Mission, TDL, REL. Attacama 
and much more. Laserdrsc and AC3 specialists. 
Accessory center at 24 Arundel Way, Portsmouth. 
Tel (01705)811618 

SOUTH COAST SPEAKERS Ltd 326 
Portswood Road, Southampton, Hampshire. Tel: 
01703 559312. Hand nade Loudspeaker Systems! 
Tailored to your indiv dual tastes. Many real wood 
veneers. Any colour finish available. U.K. suppliers 
of Driver Units for: SEAS. VOLT. MOREL, 
VISATION, RCL. SCAN-SPEAK 8, MORE. Home 
builder kits always on demo. High quality 
accessories/componen:s. comfortable listening area, 
ample free parking, friendly advice. 
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ENGLISH AUDIO 37 Whitecross Road. 
Hereford, HR4 ODG. (01432) 355081. Arcam, 
A.T.C.. Audiolab. B&W. Castle, Cyrus Centre, 
Denon. Exposure. Harmon Kardon, KEF, Marantz. 
Micromega, Mission, Naim. Pro-Ac, Pink Triangle. 
Pioneer. Quad, REL, Rote). Ruark, John Shearne, 
Stax, Tannoy, Teac. Yamaha. Single speaker dem 
room, home trial facilities. free installation, service 
dept, AccessiVisa, Credit arranged. Open Mon-Sat 
9.30-5.30pm .BADA members. 

ACOUSTIC ARTS LTD 101 ST. Albans Road. 
Watford, Herts. Tel: ( 0(923) 245250. Fax: (01923 
230798. Apogee. Audiolab, Audio Research. B&W. 
Bose. Castle, Celest on. Chord, Clause, Copeland. 
Denon. KEF, Magneplanar. Maranta. Martin Logan, 
Michell. Micromega. Orelle. PS Audio. Professional 
Moitor, Roksan, Ruark. SME. Sonus, Faber, Sonic 
Link, TDL. Theta. Thorens, Wilson. 4 
demonstration rooms. Purpose built AV studio. 
Credit available. 100 yards from Watford Junction 
station. Open Tues-Sat 10-5.30 (Thursday open 
until 8pm) 

AUDIO FILE (THE) 27 Hockerill Street, Bishops 
Stortford, Herts. Tel. ( 01279) 506576. Please see 
main ad under Cambridgeshire. 
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AUDIO FILE OBJECTIVE 37 Tower 
Centre, Hoddesdon, Hertfordshire, EN 10 
8UD. Tel: 01992 478666 Fax 01992 440431. 
Selected British and specialist brands. New. 
Ex-dem, and S/H. Mail order Hi-Fi Purchased. 
Free Parking. 

DARBY's OF ST. ALBANS. 6 Market Place. St 
Albans, Herts. Tel: (01727) 851596. Hertfordshire's 
premier Hi-Fi/Audio Visual specialists established 
1946. Full Home Cinema demonstration suite. 
Whether your needs are large or small, we stock it 
all; Arcam. Yamaha. Quad, Denon, Sony, Bang & 
Olufsen, Pioneer, REL, KEF, Mission, Ruark, 
Celestion, Polk, and many more. Free planning 
service. Free Delivery and basic installation. Full 
workshop facilities. Open 9-6 Mon-Sat. 

HAILEY AUDIO LTD 328 Ware Road, Harley, 
Hertford, SG13 7PG. Tel: (01992) 442425. Fax: 
(01992) 448387. "Holding stocks of the complete 
range of Rel subwoofers including the Studio 11. We 
also stock all magnum products, amplifiers, speakers 
and CD players ( incl. The CD2020). Many other 
brands available. 10-day home trial welcome in the 
UK. Demonstration rooms for A.V. and Audio. Mail 
Order, Visa, Switch etc." 

STUDIO 82 82 High Street. Harpenden, Hens ALS 
2SP. 01582 764246. Fax 01582 467022. ATC, AVI, 
Arcam, Aura, Audiolab, IMO, Bose, Castle, Denon, 
Marantz, Mission. Musical Technology, NAD, Naim 
Audio, Quad. Roberts Radio etc. Quiet single 
speaker dem room. Appts nec. Home trial. Service 
dept Visa, Amex, Access and finance terms. 9-5.30 
Mon-Sat. 

ZEN AUDIO 35 George Street, Hull Tel. 01482 
587397. "Comfortable listening rooms; Home dems: 
Personal, friendly service: Free installations. Agencies 
include: Arcam, Audiolab, Atacama, Audio 
Innovations, Audio Note, Audion, Alchemist, B&W, 
Cable Talk, Chord CO, DPA, Densen, Denon, 
DNM. EAR, Exposure, Fi-Rau, Harbeth, Heybrook, 
Impulse, KAR, KEF, Michell, Micromega, Monitor 
Audio. Musical Technology, Myryad. NAD, NAIM, 
Pioneer, REL, Rehdeko, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, Shearne 
Audio, Stands Unique, Sugden, Spendor, Sonic Link. 
TEAC, TDL, Tube Technology, Vivanco and many 
others. 

ASHFORD SOUNDCRAFT HI-FI 40 High 
Street, Ashford. Seeking music lovers, male or 
female, any age, to share common interest in musical 
Pro-aktiv Hi-Fi Systems, Multi Room of Home 
Cinema. Attractive unusual equipment in unusual 
setting, your place or ours, we guarantee lasting 
pleasure. Open Mon-Sat. Appointment Service or 
just pop in. Tel (01233) 624441 

AUDIBLE ELEGANCE. Bishopstone 
Lane, Herne Bay, Kent, CT6 6RP Tel/Fax 
01227 742928. Agencies include: Analogue 
Tracer Cartridges, Art Audio, Gamma 
Acoustics, Golden Dragon Valves, JM Labs 
Speakers, Loricraft Audio, Nottingham 
Analogue, Paragon Linear Tracking Arms, 
Sovereign Valves, Trichord Research. Tube 
Technology. Selected items of used 
equipment. Demonstration by appointment 
only. Home trial facilities. 

DOVER HI-FI 43 High Street, Dover. Tel 01304 
207562. Suppliers of quality hi-fi equipment including; 
Arcam, Akai, Aura, B&W, Denon, Jamo, JPW, 
Mordaunt Short, NAD, Panasonic, ProAc, Quad. 
Rotel, Ruarc, TDL, Technics, Tannoy. Part exchange. 
Listening room. Service and repairs. Credit facilities. 
AccessNisa. Open 6 days 9-5.30. 

ELECTRICAL DISCOUNT CENTRE 138 
Pelham Road Gravesend, Kent DA I 1 OJR. Tel: 
01474 569601. Pioneer, Marantz, Technics, Akai, 
JVC, Jamo. 

ELECTRICAL DISCOUNT CENTRE 109 The 
Broadway Bexley Heath Kent DA6 7JH. TEL: 0181 
298 7880. Pioneer, Marantz, Technics, Akai, JVC, 
Jamo. 

THE LINN STUDIO Sondek LPI2* knekt* Karik* 
Kairn" Klout Kremlin* Keltik" Kaber*Keiledh* 
Numerik' Tukan" Wakonda" Majik* Mimik" LK100* 
Ekos' Kudos* Arkiv" Brilliant' Lingo' Valhalla' 
Sekrit* Aktiv"...Dream systems for everyone from 
£2,000 to C30.000+. A new dealership from a 
specialist family business. established in 1948. 
Outstanding service and facilities. Multi-room 
specialist. 123 Snargate Street. Dover, Kent. CT17 
9AP. Tel: 01304 201525, Fax: 01304 240135. 

KIMBERLEY HI-FI 193 Broadway. Bexleyheath, 
Kent. Tel. 0181 304 3272. Sep dem rooms, Denon, 
Technics, Kenwood, Aiw, NAD, Dual, Wharfedale, 
Mission, Marantz, Tannoy, Castle, Monitor Audio, 
Heco, Jamo, Cerwin Vega and many more. 

PROGRESSIVE AUDIO 2, Maryland Ct, 
Rainham, Kent, MEO 8QY. Tel, 01634 389004. 
Agencies include: Audio Innovations, Audion, 
Audionote, Audio Mecca, Audio Systems, Audio 
Static, Audio Technica, Chord Amps, Cogan Hall, 
Conrad Johnson, Convergent, Denson, Goldring, 
Impulse, Koetsu. Levinson. LFD. Lyra. Moth. 
Nordost, Origin Live. Pink Triangle, Proac, SD 
Acoustics, Silversounds, SME, Sugden, Sumiko, 
Systemdek, Snell, Target, TDL, Transfiguration, 
Townshend, Tube Technology. Unison Research, 
UKD., Voyd. VPI. etc. Dems by appointment. 

UNILET SOUND 8. VISION 24-26 
Union Street, Maidstone, Kent. Tel. (01622) 
676703. Fax (01622) 676723. The best place 
in town for Hi-Fi and Home Cinema. * Three 
superb dem rooms * Interest Free Credit * 
All leading brands * Also Open Sundays 10 - 
4.00pm. 

V.J. Hi-Fi 29 Guildhall St. Folkstone Kent Tel 
01303-256860. Stockists of: Mission, Tannoy, J.B.L. 
Pioneer. Philips, Aiwa, Maranta, Musical Fidelity, 
Quad, Yamaha, Denon and much more besides. Full 
audio and home cinema demonstration facilities. 
Fully bonded BADA members.Interest free credit 
available ( subject to status). Open Mon-Sat 9:00-6:00 

CLEARTONE 235 Blackburn Road ( 1/2 mile from 
city center on the A 666 Blackburn Road) Bolton, 
Lancs BLI 8HB Tel: (01204) 531423. Bolton s biggest 
Hi-Fi superstore. Every top brand & all the best 
buys at guaranteed unbeatable prices. Aiwa. Akai, 
Arcam, Audiolab, B&W, Bose, Castle. Celestion. 
Denon, Hitachi, Infinity, JBL, JVC, KEF, Kenwood, 
Maranta, Meridian, Mission, Mordaunt Short, NAD, 
Panasonic. Pioneer, Rotel, Sony, Tannoy, TDL, 
Technics, Toshiba, Yamaha 2 dedicated Hi-Fi Demo 
rooms and 2 AN Demo rooms. no appointments 
necessary. Service department, free installation, 
home trial facilities, free parking. Access, Visa, Amex, 
Diners. Interest free credit. Open Mon-Wed 10.0°-
6.00. Thurs-Fri 10.00-700. Sat 9.00-6.00. Sun 11.0°-
5.00 

MARTON MUSIC 5 Masterson Ave. Read, 
Burnley. BBI 2 7PL. Tel / Fax 01282 773 198 and 
Email 106505.251@compuserve.com. Hear 
demonstrations of stereo and AV systems in a large 
comfortable lounge, using the latest Bryston Pre-
Power Amps ( 20 year guar.) Mirage Bipolar 
Speakers, with Yamaha DSP Surround Sound and 
equipment from AV., Ruark, Myriad, Sequence, PMC 
and more. plus a range of custom built open baffle, 
Transmission Line, and other speakers. Home 
demos encouraged for complete satisfaction. Main 
agents for : Liberty Audiosuite LoudSpkrs. Electronic 
Testing System, LSPCAD Speaker Design Package 
and other PC based room analysis systems. Ring any 
time for an appt.. Free advice or a chat., we never 
close. • 

ORPHEUS AUDIO Tel: 01257 473175 See our 
main entry under Greater Manchester. 

PRACTICAL HI-FI 43 Friargate, Preston. Tel:. 
01772 883958. The audio visual specialist, expert 
advice, instant demonstrations, best prices. instant 
free credit, part exchange welcome. Extended 
warranty. Stockists of Yamaha. Kenwood, Denon, 
Sony, Technics, Onkyo, Maranta, Pioneer, Mission. 
Kef, Jamo. Celestion, B&W. Also stockists of 
LaserDiscs. 

PRACTICAL HI-FI 84 Penny Street. Lancaster, 
LAI IXN Tel:- 01524 39657 - See our main entry 
under Lancaster. 

PRACTICAL HI-FI 33/35 Knowsley Street, 
Bolton, Lancs Tel:- 01204 395789 - See our main 
entry under Lancaster. 

PRACTICAL HI-FI 81 Whitegate Drive, 
Blackpool, FY3 9DA Tel:- 01253 300599. See our 
main entry under Lancaster. 

ZOUCH AUDIO Suppliers of quality Hi-Fi, Apollo, 
Audio Analogue. AVI, Bow Technologies, 
C.A.T.,Celestion, Chord Electronics, Creek, D.C.S.. 
Dynalab, Graham. John Shearn, L.A.T., Lumley, 
M.I.T., Magnum, Munrio, Musical Fidelity, Musical 
Technology. Neat, Opera, Orchid, Orelle, Sirius, 
Stands Unique, Sumiko, Teat, Tice, Townshend, 
Transfiguration, Unison Research, Wilson Benesch, 
X.T.C. Open 10.00-5.30. Closed Monday. Zouch 
Audio. The Old Coach House. off South Street, 
Ashby De La Zouch, LE65 IAN. For further 
information call Michael on 01530 414128 or 0976 
571875 

CLASSIQUE SOUNDS "Vintage Hi-fi Specialist". 
Stockists of: Garrard 301/401, Thorens. Quad, Leak, 
Rega, Shirley Labs, Spendor, Wharfedale. Rogers, 
Arcam, SME, Decca, Pioneer, UKD, Sugden, Musical 
Fidelity, + much more.- Tel/ Fax Paul Greenfield on 
UK + 0116 283 5821 or 0802 213 740 ( mobile) any - 
time Classique Sounds, Classique House, 61 
Aylestone Drive, Leicester. LE2 8QE. 

CYMBIOSIS 6 Hotel Street, Leicester, LEI SAW. 
Tel: (0116) 2623754 Fax:: (0116) 262 3758. Arcam, 
Audiolab, Castle, Chario, Denon, Epos, KEF, Linn Hi-
Fi. Linn AV5 I. Loewe Televisions. Micromega Stage, 
Micromega, Classicline, Mordaunt Short, Musical 
Technology, Myryad. Naim, Primare, Projekt 
Furniture, QED, Systemline. Rega & Rotel. Multi 
room design & Installation Service. 4 listening 
lounges, Installation Service, Finance Available, Open 
10-5.30 Monday to Saturday & 11-4 Sundays. 

ENCORE! Nr, Melton Mowbray. Tel. 01664 
823282. Sugden, Densen, Unison, Tube Technology. 
Ruark, UKD Opera, Keswick Audio Research and Fi-
Rax. As you can see from our agencies, we are 
open-minded and able to present diverse options for 
your appraisal. Unbiased and unhurried 
demonstrations by apppointment incl. evenings and 
weekends. 

LEICESTER HI-FI 6 Silver Walk, St Martins 
Square, Leicester LEI SEW. Tel: (0116) 2539753. 
Fax: ( 0116) 2626097. Arcam, B&W Matrix, 
Copland, Mission Cyrus, Maranta, Alchemist, Kef, 
M&K, Michell, Pink Projects, Quad, Roksan, Rogers, 
Rotel, Sonus Faber,Talk Electronics.Teac.Technics, 
Yamaha.etc.4 Demonstration Areas. We can 
demonstrate, deliver and install. Credit Facilities_ All 
cards taken. Open 6 days 9.30-5.30. 

STEREO SHACK 1-3 Guildhall Lane, Leicester. 
Tel: (0116) 2530330. Fax: (0116) 2626097. Yamaha. 
Kenwood, NAD, Mission, Teat, Aiwa, Cerwin Vega, 
Pioneer, TDL, Thorens, JBL. Rote', Celestion. Jamo 
& many more. We are AV. specialists. 2 dem rooms. 

We can demonstrate, deliver and install. Credit 
facilities and all cards taken. Open 6 days 9.30-5.30 

COTTAGE AUDIO 17 Bridge Street, Saxilby, Nr 
Lincoln. LN1 2PZ. Tel: ( 01522) 702834. Evenings: 
(01522) 696708. ATC, AVI, Chord amplifiers, 
Harbeth, LED, Michell, Origin Live.Kinshaw, QED, 
Royd, Sansui. Sequence. Something solid. Sonic Link. 
etc. Demonstration rooms. Home trial facilities. 
Free installations and above all a personal, friendly 
service. 

STAMFORD HI-FI, 9 Red Lion Square, Stamford, 
Lincs, PE9 2AJ. Tel: (01780) 62128. Aiwa, Denon, 
KEF, Kenwood, Marantz, Mission, NAD, Pioneer, 
Quad, Technics, Yamaha, Plus all major speaker 
manufacturers. Expert advice and comparator 
demonstrations, on two floors. Part exchanged hi-fi 
purchased for cash. No appointments necessary. 
Home trial facilities, free installation and service 
dept. Mastecard. Visa and Credit Charge Finance 
available. Mon - Sat 9-5.30 pm. Closed Thursdays. 

ALPHABEC LTD 392 Finchley Road. London. 
NW? 2HR. Stockists of Bose, Boston. Clifford. 
Denon, Jamo, JVC, Grundig, KEF, NAD, Onkyo, 
Panasonic, Sony, Vivanco and Yamaha. Specialists in 
Multi-Room Installations. Full service facilities. Credit 
terms available. Open Mon-Sat 10am-6pm. Thurs 
10am-I pm. Tel: 0171 431 9133 

AUDIO CONCEPT 27 Bond Street, Ealing, WS 
SAS. Tel: ( 0181) 567 8703. Acoustic Energy, 
Audiolab, Aura, B&O, B&W. Boston Acoustics, 
Canon. Castle, Denon, Dual. Evolution. Infinity, JPW, 
KEF, Maranu, Mission, Monitor Audio, Musical 
Fidelity, NAD, Nakamichi, Ovin. Quad, Revox, 
Rogers, Rotel, Systemdek, Target, Teat, Thorens, 
Van den Hul..Two dem rooms. Interest free credit, 
free local delivery & installation. service department 
'Hi-Fi Specialists without the attitude' 

A.A.P DISTRIBUTION, Unit F. 171 
Riverside Business Centre, Haldane Place, 
London, SW 18 4UQ. Tel. 0181-875-9696 
Distribution for Osborn high- end 
loudspeakers (e.g. floorstanding Eclipse) and 
Music labs audiophile amplifiers and digital 
converters ( e.g. 250 watt balanced input 
stereo power amplifier). Write or phone for 
details of these expensive but excellent value 
products. 

AUDIO T 190 West End Lane, West Hampstead. 
(0171) 794-7848. Great Value on Acoustic Energy, 
Arcam, Audiolab, B&W, Denon, Linn, Marantz, 
Meridian, Micromega, Mission, NAD, Proac, Quad, 
Rotel, Technics, Trichord Research. Yamaha & many 
more. Tues-Sat 10-6 Late Thurs until 8.00. 3 year 
Hi-Fi guarantee. 30 day free upgrades. Home 
demonstrations. PX. Selected Interest Free Credit. 2 
listening rooms. BADA Bonded, 

AUDITORIUM 119 Middlesex Street, Bishopsgate. 
London El 7JF. Tel: 0171 247 5000 Fax: 0171 247 
0990. Friendly and honest advice on all your hi-fi and 
multi-room requirements, full range of equipment 
from Arcam, Bang & Olufsen, Cyrus, Denon, Epos, 
Kef, Micromega, Mission, Naim, Neat, Ortofon, 
Rep, Ruark. Shahinian and XI°. Opening hours: 
Mon-Fri 10.30am-7.00pm; Sat 11.00am-4.00pm: Only 
two mins walk from Liverpool Street Station. 

BABBER ELECTRONICS SERVICE CENTRE 
158 Uxbridge Road, West Ealing, London, WI3 8SB 
Tel. 0181 579 6315 Akai, Aiwa, A&R, Celestion, 
Dual, Goodmans, Harman Kardon, JBL, JVC. 
Kenwood, Maranta, Panasonic, Sennheiser, Sony, ES 
range. Tannoy, Technics, Wharfedale, Yamaha and 
many more. Auth. Service Dept. Credit Facilities. 
Open 10.30 - 5.30 Mon-Sat 

BILLY VEE SOUND SYSTEM 248 Lee High 
Road, Lewisham, London SEI3 SPL.Tel: 0181 318 
5755/0181 852 1321. Arcam, Denon. Marantz, Linn, 
Mission, Cyrus, Naim, nakamichi. Quad. Rep. etc. 2 
domestic style listening lounges. Appts required, 
service dept, home trial facilites, Int free credit card. 
instant credit access. Visa Opened Mon-Sat 10-6.30, 
Closed Thursday. 

CHOICE HI-FI Tel. 0181 392 1959. Specialist 
dealers in high end quality second-hand equipment. 
All main brands in stock including Krell, Audio 
Research, Wadia, Mark Levinson, Sonus Faber, Linn, 
Nairn, SME & many more. Generous price given on 
trade-in. Part exchange welcome. Also dealers for 
Trichord. SME, Gamma. Trilogy, Lumley, Boulder & 
many more. 

INFIDELITY 9 High Street, Hampton Wick. 
Kingston-upon-Thames. Tel: (0181) 943 3530. for 
full details see entry under SURREY 

HIFI EXPERIENCE 227 Tottenham Court Road, 
London WI. 0171 580 3535. Arcam, Audiolab, 
Mission, Cyrus, Quad, Celestion, Kef, Meridian, 
Rogers, Tannoy, Yamaha, TDL, Thorens, Marantz, 
Nakamichi, Musical Fidelity and many more. Open 
10.00-7.00 Mon-Fri. 9-6 on Sat. Service dept. Credit 
facilities, delivery and free installation. 

K J WEST ONE 26 New Cavendish St,, London 
W I M 7LH, 0171 486 8262/63. Fax 0171 487 3452. 
Two hi-fi & two home cinema dem studios. Appts 
pref. Home trial. Installation by arrangement Service 
dept. Major credit cards. Interest free credit on 
selected items. Major brands stocked: Arcam, Audio 
Alchemy, Audion, Audiolab, Audio Research, B&W 
Castle. Chord, Copeland, DPA, Epos.Graaf, Harbeth, 
KEF. Klipsch. Krell. Lexicon, Marantz, Martin Logan, 
Meridian, Michell, Micromega, Mission, Musical 
Fidelity, Nitty Gritty, Pink, ProAc, Quad, Rel, Rotel, 
Orelle, Sonus Faber, Stax, Tannoy, Theta, Unison 
Research, Wilson Benesch. Open 6 days. 

THE LISTENING ROOMS 161 Old Brompton 
Road, London SW5 OU. (0171) 244 7750/59. Fax 
(0171) 370 0192. Linn, Quad, Meridian, Nakamichi, 
06,rcam, Audiolab, Acoustic Energy, SME, Audio 
Research, Krell, Wadia, Theta, Apogee, Martin 
Logan. Pioneer, Tannoy, Systemdek, Stan, Pink 
Triangle, Michell, Monitor Audio, Yamaha, Marantz, 
Kef, Bose, Celestion, Epos, Mission, Denon, Neat 
Petite. Mon-Sat I 0-6pm. 

ORANGES AND LEMONS 61-63 Webbs Road, 
Battersea. sw I I. Tel: 0171 924 2040. Juicy fruit from 
London's freshest Hi-Fi / Home Cinema retailer, 
now in our second year. Telephone demonstrations, 
or just pop in. All the usual, i.e. friendly and efficient 
service, free home installation, credit cards. 00E 
credit finance available ( subject to status), plus...Ill 
the very best from Arcam, Cable Talk, Caste 
Acoustics, The Chord Co., Denon, Epos. Kef. 
Marantz, Micromega, NAD, Naim Audio. Neat, 
Quad, Rega, Roksan, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, Soundstyle, 
Stands Unique, Yamaha and more. 

THOMAS HEINITZ LTD 35 Moscow Road. 
Bayswater, London, W2 4AH. Te1:0171 229 2071. 
Fax: 0171 727 9348. Nearest tube stations are 
Queensway and Bayswater. Plenty of parking meters 
available. Demonstration room available by 
appointment. Stockists of B&O, NAIM, REGA, 
Micromega, Cyrus, Denon and Epos. Payment Via, 
Access, Visa, Cheques, Cash and interest free credit 
facilities ( details on request.) Open 10.30am-6.00prn. 
Tue-Sat 

TIME & TUNE For TV, video. Hi-Fi, and in-Car 
Hi-Fi, we are dealers of: Aiwa. Bose, Hitachi, Jamo, 
Kenwood, Maranta, Mitsubishi. Nad, Panasonic, 
Pioneer, Sony, Technics. For these and more come 
and see us at Time & Tune, 218-220 Whitechapel 
Rd, London, E I IBJ. Or call 0171 377 2000 

UNIQUE AUDIO Tel: 0181 4507384. Specialists 
in our field of high end. high Fidelity Audio Products• 
incl: Audiosynthesis, LFD, VPI, Audiophysics. 
Yamayuru, Pink Triangle, QLN, Townsend. Credo. 
XL0, Rockport, Michell. Impulse to name just a few! 
We are also valve and vinyl experts and can offer ex-
dem and 2nd hand equipment too. 9.00am-7.00pm 
Mon-Sat. 

AUDIO COUNSEL, 14 Shaw Road, Oldham, OUI 
3LQ. Tel (0161) 633 2602 Fax (0161) 633 2502 
Linn, Naiim, Rega. Arcam. Rotel, Royd, Mission, 
Micromega, Marantz, Shahinian, Celestion, 
Nakamichi, Dynavector. Free installation. Record 
Club. Major credit cards and credit facilities. Open 
Tuesday-Saturday 10,00- 5.30, 8pm on Thurs. 

ORPHEUS AUDIO...P.,.1.)1, for Total 
Authorised Dealer for: Acoustic Precision, Art 
Audio. Audio Alchemy, Audio Analogue, Audiomeca, 
Audio Physic. Audio Synthesis, Boulder, Burmester, 
Cubasse, Conrad Johnson, Croft, DPA. E.A.R., 
Electrocompaniet, Forsell, Fullers, Gamma 
Acoustics, Golden Tube, Graaf, Klipsch, Living Voice, 
Lowther Voigt. Magnum, Meracus, OCM, Oracle, 
Orelle, Ortoïon, Papworth. Project, Pentachord, 
Pink Triangle, Purist, QED, Sequence, Stax, Teac. 
Triangle, Trichord Research, Totem, Unison 
Research, Yamamura Churchill, YEA and others. 
Free delivery/installation. Call for list of part ex. 
bargains. Demonstrations by arrangement in 
Standish U27 of the M6), or in your own home 
without obligation. Tel: 01257 473175 (evening calls 
welcome). 

PRACTICAL HI-FI 65 Bridge Street, Manchester 
M3 3BQ Tel:- 0161 839 8869 See our main entry 
under Lancaster 

SWIFT OF WILMSLOW, 4-8 St. Annes Parade 
Wilmslow. Tel ( 01625) 526213. Aura, B&W, Denon, 
Kenwood, Maranta, NAD, Pioneer. Rotel, Tannoy, 
Revolver, JPW, Open 9.30-6.00pm. 2 dem. rooms. 
No pressure! 

SERIOUS KIT Audio Note - Sugden - Pro-ac - 
Harbeth - Neat - Trichord Systemdek - Lyra - 
Proceed - Target - Stemfoort - SME - Michell - Heart 
- Keswick and more by appointment only Tel: 0161 
793 6742 

ACOUSTICA 17 Hoole Rd., Chester CH? 3NH 
Tel: 01244 344227. See our main ad under Cheshire. 

WIRRAL HIFI (Audio Consultants) 17 Shore Bank, 
Wirral, L62 I DB Tel/Fax: 0151 645 4621. We 
believe in value for money. That's why we only stock 
audio equipment that has been carefully selected for 
its price, build, & most important excellent sound 
quality.The following manufacturers offer all this 
DPA. Gamma, Klyne, Magnum, Monarchy, Orelle, 
Rose, Teat, Tube Technology, XLO, Audio 
Synthesis, Audio Alchemy. Audiomeca, Audio Valve, 
Arion, Alón, Base, Bolder, Carver, Cary Audio, 
Castle, Dynaudio, Electroacompaniet, Golden Tube, 
Grado. Heybrook, Lyra, Parasound, SD Acoustics, 
Shun Mook, Sound Lab. Stan. Sumiko. Triangle. For 
friendly advice, free local delivery & installation, 
demonstration facilities by appointment 

AUDIO T I 59a Chase Side, Enfield. (0181) 367-
3132. Great Value on Acoustic Energy, Arcam, 
Audiolab, Celestion, Cyrus, Denon, Kenwood, KEF, 
Linn, Marantz, Meridian, Micromega, Mission, NAD. 
Nakamichi, Quad, Rotel, Trichord Research,Yamaha 
& many more. Tues-Fri 9.30-6. Sat 9.30-5.30. 3 year 
Hi-Fi guarantee. 30 day free upgrades. PX. Selected 
Interest Free. 2 listening rooms. Home Cinema 
specialists BADA Bonded. 

MUSICAL IMAGES 45 High Street, Hounslow, 
Middlesex. Tel ( 0181) 569 5802. Fax. (0181) 569 
6353. 
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MUSICAL IMAGES 173 Station Road, Edgeware. 
Middlesex. Tel. (0181) 952 5535 . Fax. (0181) 952 
5535. Most brands available - see full page 
advertInterest free credit, ask for details. Demo 
rooms. Repar's & Service. Sunday opening - Open 
all week. A Home Cinema Specialist. Mail order. 
Part exchange. 

RIVERSIDE HI-FI LTD. 422 Richmond Road. 
East Twickenham. Middx. TNI 2EB. Tel: 0181 892 
7613. Fax: 0181 892 7749. E-mail: 
soundadvice@riversidehifi.co.uk. Internet: 
http//www.riversidehifi.co.uk/ "Where dreams 
come true". Experience the ultimate in home 
theatre. Starring DTS and AC3 supported by 
Angstrom. Bank & Olufsen. °win, Denon, Harman, 
Krell, Lexicon, Martin Logan, NHT. Onkyo, Pioneer. 
Rel, RCF, Yamaha, TV and projection systems. 2 
screen home cinema complex. 0% finance available 
countrywide (subject to status). Professional home 
installatiion and design consultancy. Open Monday 
to Saturday 10am-5.30pm 

BASICALLY SOUND The Old School, School 
Road. Brawn Ash (Nr Norwich), Norfolk, NRI4 
8HG.Tel:(01508) 570 829. Stockists of the following 
leading Hi-Fi:Arcam. Audiolab, Audio Alchemy, 
Denon, Naim, Epos. Micromega. Heybrook, 
Nakamichi, Rote', Royd. TDL, Beyer, Grado, 
Sennheiser. Dynavector, and more.Bada members, 2 
comprehenuve demo rooms. 

ZEROTH AUDIO GT Yarmouth.Tel:(01493) 
443693. Audio analyst and consultant, supplier of 
quality new and second user audiophile equipment 
for Norio k and Suffolk. Authorised stockist of 
Trichord Research. Orelle/XTC, Bander. CableTalk 
etc, please phone for full list. Computer aided 
reports on your current system, advice updates etc. 
Appointments only. 

CLASSIC HI-FI At Classic Hi-Fi we cover the 
best in quality sounds. Be it a question of taste, a 
question cf balance or a question of price, we're the 
ones to help. We stock: Marantz, Nad, Pioneer, 
Aura. Yamaha, Heybrook. LFD, Sugden, Rotel, 
Kenwood, B & W. Kef. Rogers. Monitor Audio, 
JPW, Shearne Audio, Royd. Audio Alchemy, Teac 
and many more. For more details call: 01536 
3 10855 

LISTEN INN 32 Gold Street. Northampton. NNI 
IRS. Tel: (01604) 37871 Fax: (01604) 601 430. 
Linn, Rega, Audiolab, Naim, Denon, Arcam. KEF. 
Marantz. Royd. Micromega, Mission, Rotel, Myryad, 
Epos, ard more. Open 10am-5.30pm ( closed 
Thursday). 

CASTLE SOUND & VISION 48-50 Maid Marian 
Way. Nottingham, NG I 6GF. Tel. 01159 584 404. 
Nottingham's newest & largest hi-fi & home theatre 
store, serving the whole of the region. Brands 
stocked include: Alchemist, Audio Valve, Blueprint. 
Boston Acoustics, Castle Acoustics. Charlo, Chord 
Electronics, DMP, Denon, Henley, Jeff Rowland, 
Jolida, Kef, Keswick, Klyne, Lexicon. Loewe, 
Maranta, Mark Levinson, Micromega, Monarchy, 
NHT, Naim, Nordost. Pink Triangle, Pioneer, 
Project Turntables, Precious Metals, QLN, Quad. 
Rel. Revox. Sheffield Lab. Solid Steel. Sonic 
Frontiers. Sony Projection Systems. Stands Unique. 
Stereophile, Talk Electronic, Wilson Benesch and 
XL0. New brands arriving all the time. Large 
showroom and three dem rooms. Home dems and 
a full installation service are available - including 
multiroom. Open 10.00 am - 6.00 pm Tuesday. 
Thursday, Friday & Saturday: 11.30 am - 8.00 pm 
Wednesday Out of hours appointments can also be 
arranged. 

CHANTRY AUDIO 18-18a Eldon Street. 
Tuxford, Nr Newark. Notts, NG22 OLH. Tel. 01777 
870372. Pink Triangle, Absolute Sounds, 
Micrornega, DPA. Alchemist, CD developments, 
SME, Meridian, Ruark, Rotel/Michi. Audion, Monitor 
Audio + much more. Three demo rooms inc. Home 
Cinema, home trial, free installation, service dept. 
Access, visa, credit facilities. Mail order, Mon-Sat 
9.30-6 00, Sun and evenings by appointment. 

DEFINITIVE AUDIO serves the first time 
purchaser and the seasoned audiophile with the 
same high level of care and interest. Our aim is long 
term customer satisfaction. We achieve this with 
quality impartial advice, quality back up and service 
and genuine interest in your needs. We have an 
established reputation for achieving sound quality 
benchmarks with innovation. We have an extensive 
range of carefully selected agencies. We are open 
Mon-Fri 9.30-6.30. Sat 10.00-1.30. 
Visa/Mastercard/Amex. Deliveries nationwide and 
worldwide. Extensive second hand stock. 
components from £ 10.00 to £ 75000. Call for more 
information. Tel/Fax (0115) 9813562 

NOTTINGHAM HI-FI CENTRE 120-122 
Alfreton Road. Nottingham. Tel:- 01602 786919. 
Over 25 years experience, superb demo rooms. 
extensive range, free parking. Mon-Sat 9-5.30 

ASTLEY AUDIO LTD 3 Marketplace, 
Wallingford (midway between Oxford and Reading). 
01491 8393E15. Aura. B&W. Technics, Panasonic, 
Pioneer. Kenwood. Sony, Yamaha, Denon, Dual, 
Marantz. Mission, Tannoy. Kef, Mordaunt Short. 
One Listening and one Home Cinema room. Home 
trial, free installation. Service department Access. 
Visa, Amex, Diners. Instant credit Tues-Fri 9-5.30. 
Sat 9-5. Records & CDs stocked. 

OVERTURE HI-FI, 3 Church Lane, Banbury, 
OX16 8LR. Tel (01295) 272158. Arcam, Bose, 
Denon, Heybrook. KEF, Linn Products, Mission, 
NAD, Naim Audio. Quad. Yamaha. For sensible 
unbiased advice, call Oxfordshire's audio experts. 
Superb demo facilities. No appts. necessary, service 
dept. free install, home trial. Access/Visa, instant 
credit. Mon-Fri 10-6, Sat 9.30-5.30. 

AUDIO T 19 Old High Street, Headington. 
Oxford (01865) 65961. Great Value on Acoustic 
Energy, Arcam, Audiolab, Cyrus, Denon, KEF, Linn, 
Maranta, Meridian, Micromega, Mission. NAD, 
Pioneer. Quad, Rotel, Technics, Trichord Research. 
Yamaha & more. Tues-Fri 10-6. Sat 9.30-5.30. Thurs 
until 8.00. 3 year Hi-Fi guarantee. 30 day free 
upgrades. PX. Selected Interest Free. 2 listening 
rooms. Home Cinema specialists. BADA Bonded. 

OXFORD AUDIO CONSULTANTS, Cantay 
House, Park End Street. Oxford 0X1 lg. Tel 
(01865) 791665. Quad, Denon, Spendor, Aura, 
Mrcromega, Ruark. B&W, Pink Triangle, Roksan. 
Krell, Sonus Faber, NAD, Rotel, Musical Fidelity. 
Pioneer, Maranta, Rogers. TDL, Demo room, Home 
trial and free installation. Instant credit, Access, 
Amex, Visa. 10-6 Mon-Sat. 

WESTWOOD & MASON 46 George Street. 
Oxford. Tel/Fax: 01865 247783. Open 10.00am - 
5.00pm. Closed all day Tnursday. Demonstration by 
appointment if possible. Spacious demonstration 
lounge. We stock Nairn. Rega. Arcam, Mission, 
Marantz, Denon, Yamaha, Klipsch, Royd, B&W. 
Ayra, Rotel, Chord Co., Infinity, KEF. etc. 

ADAMS & JARRETT Hi-Fi and Home Cinema 
Specialist. Phone or visit us at 6-18, Norman Road. 
St. Leonards-on-Sea, E.Sussex. (01424) 
437165/432398. Stockist of quality equipment 
including: Audio Innovations. Meridian, KEF, Ruark, 
Marantz. NAD. JBL, Royd, Dali, Jamo, Onkyo, Rel, 
Traget, Cable Talk, Technics, TDC, Yamaha, 
Kenwood. Air conditioned listening rooms, on site 
service and repair facilities 

SHROPSHIRE HIFI St Michael Street. 
Shrewsbury, Shrops. SYI 2ES. Tel. 01743 232065. 
Stockists of Musical Fioelity, Mordaunt Short. Sony. 
Kenwood, Pioneer, Rotel, Denon, B&W, Proac. 
Audio Visual. Products available. Open 9.30 - 
5.30pm Mon-Sat. 

SOUND OF MUSIC The alternative Hi-Fi shop. 
01270 214143. A.K.G., A.V.I., Alchemist, B.C.D.. 
Blueprint, Castell, Clord Co.. Deva, Dynaudio, 
Dynavector. Electrocompaniet John Shearn. Kef, 
Lexicon, Michell, Myryad, Nordost, Ortofon. 
Project, Projekt Stands, Q.L.N., Restek, Roksan, 
Stands Unique, Teac. 

AANVIL AUDIO, Tel/Fax 01359 240687 
Mobile 0467 404874 Music from the Sound 
Foundry! Suppliers of: [Audio Physic]: 
loudspeakers, Adyton: amplifiers, Meracus: 
CD transports, players, DAC's pre and 
power amplifiers, Yamamura Churchill: 
cables and accessories, ART: Accessories 
Mail Order Accessories/CD's Cable/Amp 
Stock Clearance: 
Phone or fax for further details and ex-demo 
hardware offers. Most major credit cards 
accepted 

ANGLIA AUDIO The Street. Hessett, Bury St 
Edmonds, Suffolk, IP30 9AZ Tel. 01359 270212. 
"Hi-Fi and speaker centre dedicated to quality hi-fi 
since 1971. Open 10-6. Closed Weds and Sundays. 
Evening and Sunday Doms by appointment. 

AUDIO IMAGES 7 All Saints Road, Pakefield, 
South Lowestoft, Suffolk, NR33 61L. Tel/fax: 01502 
582853. Quad. Triangle, Arcam. Castle, Rotel, 
Moth. JPW, Sugden, Mission, Project, Denon. 
Yamaha surround sound. Audio Innovations, plus 
the amazing ROThiWELL range. Separate dew 
room. no appts nec. 10-6.30 Tues-Thurs, 7pm Fri 
6pm Sat. 

EASTERN AUDIO 41 Bramford Road, Ipswich, 
Tel. 01473 217 217. Fax 01473. 215705. Quad, 
Arcam, Audiolab, Meridian, Mission, Denon, Rotel, 
Marantz, NAD, Sony, Rogers. Nakamichi, 
Systemdek, Technics, Celestion, B&W, Tannoy, 
Morel Thorens and Top Tape. Also stock a wide 
range of accessories, usual credit facilities. A BADA 
dealer. 

STOWSOUNDS audio consultants, Stone Farm, 
Borough Lane. Great Finborough, Stowmarket. Tel: 
01449 675060. We offer genuine impartial advice 
and demonstrations of quality audio equipment, 
racks and accessories. Demonstration by 
appointment here or in your own home. Some ex-
demo and second-hand equipment Phone for a 
consultation. demonstration, or price lists and 
product information. 

INFIDELITY 9 High Street,Hampton Wick, 
Kingston upon Thames, Surrey. KT I 4DA. Tel. 0181 
941 3530. Stockists of: Arcam, Creek, Epos, 
Heybrook, Micromega. Naim Audio, Neat, Rega, 
Roksan, Rotel, Royd, -Teat, Yamaha. Open Teues - 
Saturday. 10.30arn - 7.00pm. 

ROGERS HIFI 13 Bridge Street, Guildford. 
Surrey. (01483) 561049. B&W. Castle, Denon, Dual, 
JBL, Harmon Kardon, Kenwood, Marantz, 
Micromaga, Mordaunt Short, Moth, Myriad, Musical 
Fidelity, Pioneer, Rel, Royd, Ruark, Systemdexnk, 

Tannoy, TDL, Teac, Thorens. Dem facilities 
available. no appts necessary. free installation, 
service dept. AccessNisa. Instant credit upto £ 1,000 
subject to status. Monday-Saturday. 9.30-6pm, later 
by appt. 

SPALDINGS HI-FI 352-4 Lower Addiscombe 
Rd., Croydon. Surrey, CRO 7AT. 0181 654 
1231/2040. 3 dem rooms and home den Free 
installation/credit. Meridian. Linn, Nairn, Quad. 
Arcam, Audiolab, Mission, Denon, Tannoy, Marantz, 
Ruark, Mon-Sat 9-6, Tues 9-8, . Service dept. (3 
Dew rooms incl. AV. 0% credit). 

SURREY HIFI 45 High Street, Godstone, Surrey, 
RH9 8LS. (01883) 744755. Demonstration rooms & 
Free parking available. "Home Cinema on 
Demonstration.- Arcam, Audiolab, Kef, Kef 
Reference, Rogers, TDL, Thorens, Denon, Bose, 
Marantz, Yamaha. M&K Sub-woofers. Musical 
Fidelity, Cable Talk. Qudos, Stands Unique, 
Alphason, Target, Partington, Atacama Stands. Bayer 
Headphones, Sennheiser. 0% interest. Credit Cards. 
Free installation service dept. Closed all day 
Wednesday. 

UNILET SOUND & VISION 35 High 
Street, New Malden, Surrey. Tel (0181) 942 
9567 or Fax. (01811 336 0820. Six superb 
dem rooms. Interest free credit on all 
leading brands Also Open Sundays 10 - 
4.00pm. 

ZEBRA 18-24 Brighton Road, South Croydon. 
Tel:- 0181 - 688 2093. The UK's First and Finest 
Home Cinema Store. 3 Demonstration Rooms. 
Laser Disc CRT and Projection TV Centre. Many 
brands stocked including Arcam. Audiolab, Merdian, 
Lexicon, Kef, Pioneer, Rotel, Yamaha, REL and 
Panasonic. Mon-Sat 9.30-6.00pm. All major credit 
cards accepted. Finance available. Evening 
demonstrations by appointment. 

ADAMS & JARRETT Hi-Fi and Home Cinema 
Specialist. Phone or visit us at 6-18, Norman Road, 
St. Leonards-on-Sea. E.Sussex. ( 01424) 
437165/432398. Stockist of quality equipment 
including: Audio Innovations. Meridian, KEF, Ruark, 
Marantz, NAD, JI3L, Royd, Dali, Jamo, Onkyo, Rel, 
Traget, Cable Talk, Technics, TOC. Yamaha, 
Kenwood. Air conditioned listening rooms. on site 
service and repair facilities. 

THE POWERPLANT "Brighton's Leading Hifi 
Shop". 66 North Street. Brighton, Tel. 01273 
775978, Comfortable listening rooms. 
Knowledgeable and approachable staff. Roksan, 
Micromega. Exposure, Audiolab, Epos. Rotel, 
Maranta. Cyrus, Regal, Arcam, Mission and more. 

AUDIO DESIGNS 26 High Street. East 
Grinstead, West Sussex RHI9 3AS. Tel/Fax (01342) 
314569. Hi-Fi, Home cimema + multi room 
specialists. Authorised specialists of: Arcam, 
Audiolab, Castle, Cyrus, Epos, KEF, Linn (inc AV51), 
Marantz, Mission, Nairn, Pioneer ( inc LaserDisc), 
Quad, Rel, Rotel, Sony, Soundstyle, Stands Unique, 
Target. Thorens, Yamaha & more. 3 dedicated 
demonstration rooms - Hi-Fi & Home cinema. 
Service dept 0% finance available 9.30-6.00 Mon-Sat. 
Late by appointment. 

DEFINITIVE AUDIO Tel/fax Brighton 01273 
276716. We specialise in the assembly of natural 
sounding dynamic audio systems which use high 
quality valve amplification and high efficiency 
loudspeakers. If dynamic, effortless sound with 
natural timbre appeals to you give us a ring. If you 
prefer small strained wearing transistor sound don't 
bother. If you are a first time buyer bewildered by 
the amount of choice and opinion give us a ring 
anyway. Selected components from: Arcadia. Audio 
Innovations. Audio Note, Border Patrol, Bravura, 
Goldring, Living Voice. SME, Voyd. Relaxed 
demonstrations in comfortable home enviroment. 
Appointments only please. Visa/Access. No Credit 

FERROGRAPH SPARES & SERVICES Reel to 
reel tape recorder servicing facilities,spare part and 
refurbished equipment suppliers.Main brands 
supported: Ferrograph and Revox,. In total. around 
90% of the entire range of Ferrograph spare parts 
are still available from stock. Our service 
department also covers all Ferrograph recorders 
from the range. Call today for further information. 
Suite 7, Cookson House. River Drive, South Shields, 
Tyne and Wear. NE33 IJX. Tel: 0191 427 7774 
Fax:0191 427 5566 E-mail lee@ferrograph.win-
uk.net. 

THE LEAMINGTON HI- Fl CO 23a Regent 
Street, Leamington Spa, Warwks CV32 SEJ. Tel: 
01926 888644. Fax: 01926 887486. E-mail: 
k.browne@bbcncs.org.uk. Arcam, Audiolab, Quad, 
Meridian, Marantz, Denon, Pioneer, Yamaha, NAD, 
Micromega, Mission, Kef, Celestion, Atacama, 
Technics, Trichord, TDL, Rel, Ixos. Single speaker 
dem room. We do not use any comparetors. We 
also have full demonstration of Projection T.V. with 
Laserdisc and full Pro Logic systems. Part exchange 
welcome. Please phone or E-mail for prices. We 
have in stock over 200 Laserdiscs. Call for our 
latest catalogue. 

SOUNDS EXPENSIVE 12 Regent St. Rugby, 
Warwks CV2I 2QF. Tel: 01788 540772. Agents 
for: Arcam, Audiolab, B&O, Castle, Celestion, 
Denon, Dual, Kef, Mission. Marantz, Meridan, 
Pioneer, Quad, Rotel, Sony, Tannoy, Yamaha & 
many more. 2 year warranty on all hi-fi separates. 2 
Demonstration rooms, Home Trials. All Major 

Credit Cards Accepted, Mail Order Welcome, Ring 
Now For Keenest Prices. Open Monday - Saturday 
9-5.30. Closed Wednesday. If We Haven't Got It 
It's Probably Not Worth Having. 

STRATFORD HI-FI 10a Chapel Street. Stratford 
upon Avon, Warwickshire. Tel: (01789) 414533. 
Arcam, B&W, Bose, Cyrus, Denon, KEF, Marantz, 
Micromega, Mission, Monitor. Audio, NAD, 
Panasonic, Onkyo, Pioneer, Rotel, Sony, Technics, 
Yamaha. Demonstration room. Service facilities. 
Mail order, Interest free credit. Open 9.30-5.30 
Monday to Saturday. all major credit cards. 

AMADEUS SOUND & VISION 10 Boldmere 
Road, Sutton Coldfield, West Midlands, Tel. 0121 
354 2311. Audio Innovations, 1380, Castle, John 
Shearn, QED. Rotel, Wharfedale. Single speaker 
demo, appts preferred, service available, 
installations. B&O link install, home trials, 
AccessNisa, interest free credit available subject to 
status. 9.30-6.00pn 6 days. 

FRANK HARVEY HI FI EXCELLENCE 163 
Soon Street Coventry Tel: 01203 525200 Fax: 
01203 631403 Audiolab - Audio Alchemy-Atacama 
Aura - Arcam - Audio Quest - Alphason - Apollo - 
Bang & Olufson • Bose - Castle - Canon - Cable 
Talk - Celestion - Chord - Cyrus - Denon - Dual 
Foundation - Heybrook - IXOS - Kef Reference 
JBL JPW - Jamo- Kenwood - Usar Disc Marantz • 
Meridian Monitor Audio - Micromega - Mission - 
Michell Gyrodek Monster - Morduant Short - 
Musical Fidelity • Nakamichi - NAD - Ortofon - 
Onkyo - Panasonic - Pioneer - Polk Audio - Quad - 
QED - REL - Rega - Revolver Rogers - Rotel - 
Royd - Sennheiser - Systemdek - Target - Teac - 
Technics - Tannoy Thorens - TDL - Van Den Hul - 
Wessex - Yamaha Much Much More In Store on 3 
Floors 4000 SQ Feet with 3 Dedicated Hi Fi Demo 
Rooms of the very Best Hi Fi Plus 2 AN Demo 
Rooms. Nice staff Nice coffee. Appts Nec. Service 
Dept. Free Install & Home Trial. All Credit Facilities, 
Plus Interest Free Credit. Open 9.30am to 5.30pm 
Monday to Saturday. 

GRIFFIN AUDIO 94 Bristol St.. Birmingham, BS 
7AH Tel. 0121 622 2230 Fax 0121 666 6795. Tues' 
Sat 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Enjoy music at home with a 
system from Griffin Audio. We demonstrate and 
install the very best hi-fi, with systems from £500 to 
£25 000. Ask for Bob, Tim or Alen. Stockists of 
Arcam. Denon, Linn, Musical Technology. Naim, 
Quad, Rega, Shahinian, Stan. 

AUDIO T 60 Fleet Street, Swindon. (01793) 
538222. Great Value on Acoustic Energy, Arcam, 
Audiolab, Cyrus, Denon, KEF, Linn, Maranta, 
Meridian, Micromega, Mission, NAD, Nairn, 
Nakamichi, Quad, Rotel, Technics, Trichord 
Research, Yamaha & many more. Tues-Sat 9.30-6. 3 
year Hi-Fi guarantee. Free delivery & installation. 30 
day free upgrades. Home demonstrations. PX. 
Selected Interest Free Credit. 2 listening rooms. 
Home Cinema specialists. BADA Bonded. 

SALISBURY HI-FI LTD. 15 Catherine Street. 
Salisbury, Wiltshire SPI 2DF. Tel (01722) 322169. 
Arcam, B&W. Celestion, Denon, KEF, Kenwood, 
Marantz, Meridian, Micromega, NAD, Ruark, Sony. 
Yamaha, 2 Dem rooms. Friendly, relaxed 
atmosphere Professional advice. Home dem 
available. Service department, Free installation. 
Home trial facilities, Access, Visa, Amex. Interest 
free credit. Instant credit. Open Mon-Sat 9-5.30. 

THE RIGHT NOTE - See under AVON heading 

MUSICAL INTENTIONS 'PLEASE NOTE OUR 
INTENTION IS FOR YOU TO ENJOY MUSIC'. 
Please see main lineage entry under 'Avon' 

COLORAMA H-Fl 27 Kingfisher Walk. Kingsfisher 
Centre, Redditch, Worcs 897 4EY (01527) 597260. 
Maranta, Rotel, Harman Kardon, laos, Sennheiser, 
Teac, NAD, Onkyo, TDL. Polk Audio, B&W, Full 
Pro- logic products. 1n-store integraated dem 
facilities. No appts required, service dept. Access. 
Visa. Open 9-5.30. closed Thursdays. 

MIDLAND AUDIO EXCHANGE 181. Franche 
Road, Kidcerminster, Worcs, DY II 5AD, Tel. 

01562 822236 Mobile. 0421 605966.0pen seven 
days a week, 9.30am to 6.30pm. By appointment. 

Evening demos arranged .2 demo rooms. home 
demos. Part exchange always welcome.service 
facility, free delivery. Analogue Hi-End specialist. 

Agencies include Rokan.Rega. Audionote, Audio 

Alchemy, Apogee. Proceed. B&W Tech, Heybrook, 
Sonic link, Q.L.N. and many more.Access. Visa and 
Switch, finance on request. 

SPAINS HI-FI 2 & 2a New rd. Bromsgate Worc's 
Tel: 01527 872460. Aura. Apollo. Audioquest, b&w. 

Donor'. Harmon Kardon, jbl, jvc. Kef. Kenwood, 
Marantz, Mission, nad, Nakamichi, Onkyo. Pioneor. 
qed, rol, Revolver, Rotel, Sennheiser, Sony, Tannoy. 
Thorens, etc. 2 Demonstration Rooms, Home 
Cinema Specialists, 0% Finance available on selected 
products, Part Exchange welcome. on site service 
dept; wide range of television, video, mini systems 

etc. in stock. 
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WEST MIDLANDS AUDIO 158 Ombersly 
Road. Worcester VVR3 7HA Tel 01905 458046 
Fax. 01905 457585 Nairn, Rega, Rotel. Maranta, 
Nakamicht, NAD, Audiolab, Roksan, Meridian, 

B&W, Audio Research, Krell. Martin Logan. Arcam 
9-5.30 Mon-Sat, eve's by appt only. 

HARROGATE HI-FI. 15 Commercial Street, 
Harrogate. N.Yorks. Tel (01423) 504274. One of the 
best ranges of quality hi-fi in the North of England, 
including Lumley valve amplification, Audio Research, 

Musical Fidelity, Martin Logan, Sonus Faber. Castle, 

OreIle. Michell, Ruark, Stay, Copland, Tannoy, NAD, 

Onkyo. Rotel, Meridian, Lexicon. Project, Silver 
Sounds. Cogan Hall, DNM. Home Cinema dems. 

Home dems. ( appts. not always required). Service 
Deptt. All major credit cards accepted. Credit 
facilities available. Open 10-6. Why? Because music 

matters. 

HIFI STUDIOS DONCASTER Hi-Fi Studios. 
Sunnyfields, Doncaster, DNS 8SA. Tel/Fax: (01302) 

781387. Audiolab, Electrocompaniet. Pro-Ac. Roark, 
Castle, TEAC, Unison Research. T+A, Impulse 

Horns, Monitor Audio, Harbeth, Alchemist, Michell 
Turntables, Nottingham Analogue Studios, Blueprint. 
Audio Analogue, Exposure, Living Voice, Denser. 
Celestion. (A Series only). Opera, EtaIon, Audio 

Physic. Trichord Research. Yamaha and Klipsch 
Home Cinema Pro- Logic demonstrations. Nordost, 
Stands Unique. Stax Electrostatics. Ortofon, Ringmat 

Developments. Audio Technica, Goldring, Listening 
Rooms, Home Trial. Free delivery, and installation. 2 
years Guarantee. Access & Visa. I0-8pm Tues - Fri. 

10-6pm Sat, Closed Monday. Phone for further 
information and FREE fact- pack. 

MOORGATE ACOUSTICS 8 Westgate 
Chambers, Rotherham Tel, 01709 370666, 184 

Fitzwilliam Street. Sheffield Tel: 01142 756048 - 
Audio Alchemy, Atacama, Arcam, Audio Lab, Audio 
Quest Beyer, Bose, Canon, Castle, Cyrus, Celstion, 

Denon. Jamo, John Shearn (Amplifiers), Linn, 
Marantz, Mission. REL (Sub Woofers), Rogers 
(Speakers & Amplifiers). Royd, Sennheiser. Spender. 

Tannoy "D". T.D.L., Technics. Yamaha. Demo rooms 
(6), Home Cinema, Access, Visa, Switch. Interest 

free credit (details available upon request). up to 5 
years guarantee. 

SOUNDWAVE AUDIO 22 Lord Mayor's Walk, 
York, YO3 7HA. Tel. 01904 646309. Hi-Fi sales incl. 

NAD, Onkyo. Dali, Cerwin Vega. Teac, Kenwood. 

Ortofon, Alchemist. Jamo and many others. In-house 
workshops for repairs and svcg. on all makes. Dem-

room incl. Home Cinema. No pushy sales staff!! Just 
good equipment and a friendly atmosphere. 

SOUND ORGANISATION YORK, 2b Gillygate. 
York 503 7EQ Tel ( 019041 627108. Carefully 

chosen Hi-Fi and AV equipment includes Arcam. 

B&W, Denon. Linn. M&K subwoofers. Naim, Rega. 
Rotel. Royd, etc 3 dem rooms incl. Home Cinema 
and Multi-room facilities. Service Department. Home 
installations. Instant Credit and major credit cards . 

Closed Mondays Phone for chat and more details. 

VICKERS HI-FI 24 Gillygate, York. Tel:(01904) 
629659. There's a lot we could say - but it's all there 
already in our ad in this issue. ( See Main ad index on 

page 130 to find Vickers) ...Why not look at the 

whole picture, 

AUDIO PROJECTS 45 Headingley Lane, Leeds 
Tel: (0113) 230 4565. Eve. Tel: 0973 834 724 ' Linn 
Hifi, Linn AV. Arcam. Myryad. Castle, Musical 

Technology, Loewe, Creek, Kef Custom, etc. 
Installations a speciality. Home Trials. Linn & QED 

multiroom systems on demonstration. Tues-Fri 9.30-

6.00. Sat 10.00- 5.00 

HUDDERSFIELD HI-FI CENTRE 4 Cross 

Church St. Huddersfield. (01484) 544668. B&W, 

Cyrus, Kenwood, Denon, Rotel, Arcam, Musical 
Fidelity. Quad. Audio Lab. Marantz. Mission, ect. 
Dem facilities - appointment reqd. Mon-Sat 9-5.30. 

Thurs 9-8. Closed Wed. Free installation, credit 
facilities. Access. Visa 

PREMIER AUDIO Wakefield (01924) 255045. A 
brand new company offering a range of exciting 
Audiophile products carefully selected and 
professionally demonstrated. Equipment includes 

Audio Synthesis, Chord Company, Classé. cable 
Talk, DPA, EAD. Exposure. Harbeth, Kora, Mirage, 
Myryad,Orelle, Trichord and many others. 

demonstration facilities, Home demonstrations & 
Free installation. Part Exchange & used equipment 

Available, telephone for details and opening offers. 

SCOTLAND 

COLIN MACKENZIE'S HIFI CORNER 52 
Gordon Street Glasgow 0141 248 2840. Rose St 

Edinburgh 0131 220 1535. 1 Haddington Place. 

Edinburgh 0131 556 7901 and 44 Cow Wynd, 
Falkirk 01324 629011. Audiolab, Cyrus. Sound- Bytes. 
Meridian, etc. Most major Brands stocked. Free five 
year guarantee on all loudspeakers, keen prices. 
JAMES KERR & Co.. 145 Bath St, Glasgow 0141 226 
5711. Glasgow's oldest established hifi specialist. 
now at new larger premises 

RIVER HI-FI 28 Church Crescent, Dumfries 
(situated above Barnstorm Records) Tel. 

01387 267048 Fax. Mobile: 0468 038306. 

Selected Agencies include: Nairn. Rega, 
Roksan. Ruark, Alchemist, Pro- Ac. Kef, 
Trichord, Marantz, QLN, Tannoy. Orelle, 
Rotel, Teac, Audiomeca, Triangle. Castle, 
Opera. Infinity, Densen. Musical Fidelity. 
Neat, Revox. Apogee, Ortofon, Pro-ject 
Turntables. Sennheiser, Stan. Grado, 
Primare, Jeff Rowland, Marston. Soundstyle, 
Stands Unique, Atacama, Nordost, Van der, 

Hul. Chord Company. MIT. etc. 
Showroom and 2 Listening Rooms 

'Appointments and home demonstrations 
available. 

LOUD & CLEAR 520 St Vincent Street, 
Finniestone, Glasgow G3 8XZ. Tel: (0141) 221 0221 
- not just another hi-fi shop, combining friendly 

advice with specially selected products and the 
keenest prices. Three dem rooms and full service 
installation faciluties. Interest Free Credit available 
on selected products. Naim. Exposure, Alchemist, 
Marantz, Denon. Rotel, Teac, Systemdek, Aiwa, Kef, 

Tannoy, TDL, Mordaunt Short. Royd. Epos. Mon-Sat 
10.00am - 6.00pm. Thursday 10.00 am - 7.00pm. 
Complimentary parking at PC World, Finniestone 

Street. 

COLIN MACKENZIE'S HIFI CORNER 52 
Gordon Street Glasgow 0141 248 2840 Rose St 

Edinburgh 0131 220 ( 535, 1 Haddington Place. 
Edinburgh 0131 556 7901 and 44 Cow Wynd, 

Falkirk 01324 629011. Audiolab, Cyrus, Sound- Bytes, 
Meridian. etc. Most major Brands stocked. Free five 
year guarantee on all loudspeakers. keen prices. 

JAMES KERR & Co., 145 Bath St. Glasgow 0141 226 
5711. Glasgow's oldest established hifi specialist, 

now at new larger premises 

MUSIC MILL 72 Newhaven Road, Edinburgh EH6 
5QG. Tel: 0131 555 3963 Fax: 0131 555 3964. 
Audio Research. Copland, Naim Audio, Krell, 
Roksan, Marantz, AVI, Martin Logan, Pro-Ac, Wilson 
Audio, Wilson Benesch Theta Digital, Transparant 
Audio, Alchemist, AV', Quadraspire. Stands Unique. 
Listening Rooms, Free Parking, Full Workshop, 
Delivery and Installation. Open Mon-Sat 10-6.00 pm. 
Please phone for a map or contact Raoul. Fraser. 

Mark, or Mike. 

HOLBURN HI-FI 441 Holburn Street, Aberdeen. 

Tel 01224 585713. Arcam. Audiolab. B&W. 
Celestion, Denon, Dual, Epos. Heybrook, ION, 
Kenwood, Creek. Marantz, Meridian, Mission, Cyrus, 
M.S., NAD. Nakamichi, Pioneer, QED. Quad, Revox. 

Rotel, Ruark. Tannoy, Technics. Wharfedale. 
Yamaha. 9.30-5.30 Mon-Sat. 

THE SOUND FOUNDATION The Sound 

Foundation. 22 Nelson Street, Kilmarnock, Ayrshire. 
KAI IBA. (01563) 574185. Equipment by Sugden, 
Audio Note. ProAc, Harbeth, Michell, Castle. Voyd. 
Trichord Research, Firax and Stands Unique. Full 

credit facilities available, all major credit cards 

accepted 

COLIN MACKENZIE'S HIFI CORNER 52 
Gordon Street Glasgow 0141 248 2840. Rose St 

Edinburgh 0131 220 1535, 1 Haddington Place. 
Edinburgh 0131 556 7901 and 44 Cow Wynd, 
Falkirk 01324 629011. Aucholab, Cyrus. Sound-Bytes. 
Meridian, etc. Most major Brands stocked. Free five 
year guarantee on all loudspeakers, keen prices. 

JAMES KERR & Co., 145 Bath St. Glasgow 0141 
226 5711. Glasgow's oldest established hifi specialist. 

now at new larger premises 
STEREO STEREO 278 St Vincent Street, 

Glasgow. Tel: 0141 248 4079 E mail Stereo @ cix. 
compulink.co.uk We will supply the most musical 

sound for your budget and if you take the time to 
visit us we will take the time to return the 
compliment with free installation of your chosen 

equipment Open 10-6.00pm closed Sunday. Tuesday 
Installation Nation-wide Interest free credit available 

ACOUSTICA 17 Houle Rd., Chester CH2 3NH 
Tel: 01244 344227. See our main ad under Cheshire. 

ACTON GATE AUDIO 4 Ruabon Road, 
Wrexham, North Wales, Te1.01978 364500. Audio 

Visual Specialists. Aiwa, Arcam, Aura, Bose, B&W, 
Beard. Canon, Celestion, Castle, Denon, Jamo, 

Maranta. Michell, Mission. Mordaunt Short, Pro-Ject, 
Musical Fidelity. NAD. Nacamichi. Micromega, 
QUAD, Radford, Rotel. Rega, Ruark, Tannoy. 
Thorens, UKD. Yamaha. DSP Club Member, Demo 
Room. installation service. Easy Parking and 

Motorway access. All major credit cards accepted. 
9.30 - 5.30 daily. Closed Weds pm. 

ELECTRO TRADER 19 Colwyn Crescent, Rhos 
on Sea. Colwyn Bay, Clwyd, Wales, LL2B 4RN. 

(01492) 548932. NOW APPOINTED SUGDEN 
DEALER FOR THE NORTH WEST. Rotel, Yamaha, 
NAD. Harman, Kardon, Teac, Alphason, Fleco. 
Infinity. KEF. JBL, Sugden.Tannoy, Rotel Midi. 

Haybrook, Acoustic Research. Ruark and Soundstyle 
tri-pod racks etc. Dem room appts. preferred. 
Home trial. Free install. Access. Visa, Open 9.30 - 
1.00. 2.00 - 5.30 Mon-Sat. 

SOUND DR. JULES SWANSEA. 01792280 061. 
Call now for price list. UK or overseas. Hi end new 
and pre-owned hi-fi at an affordable price. Home 

trial prior to purchase. Reliable courier service and 
repair service. Friendly and enthusiastic advice, day 
or evening seven days a week. A service to suit 
you. 

IRELAND 

CLONEY AUDIO 55 Main Street. Blackrock, 
Dublin, Te1.2889449/2888477 Fax. 2834887.Products 

include: Arcam, Classe, Philips. Rogers. Epos. B&W, 
Nam Audio, Meridian and others. Open Tues/Sat 

100m-6pm. Thurs/Fri ' till 9pm Closed Mondays. 

DUBLINN HI-FI 38 Aungier Street, Dublin 2. Tel: 
(00 353) I 4785205. Fax: (00 353) 14785219. We all 

have two ears and one mouth - use them 
accordingly. We only stock the best products, based 
on performance and reliablity - not reviews or sales 
patter. Call Mark or drop in for a listen. Three single 
speaker demo rooms. Free delivery and installation. 
Full service department. Open Mon- Fri 10-7. Sat I 0-
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VINYL  / RECORD MAIL ORDER 

AUDIOPHILE UK LTD 214 Station Road, 
Addlestone, Surrey, KT IS 2PH. Specialists in high 
quality. new and used vinyl & CD. Telephone order: 
01932 701248 Fax order: 01932 701162. E-mail 
order: sales@auchophile.co.uk. Order your copy of 
our free monthly flyer and get the most up to date 
information on new releases plus the thousands of 
mint used LPs we hold in stock. As well as this we 
stock interconnects. record cleaning materials. 
isolation feet and many more accessories. Callers 
welcome by appointment. Hours Mon - Fri 7.00am 
5.00pm and occasional Saturdays. 

DIVERSE MUSIC 12 Upper Dock Street, 
Newport. Gwent. NP9 I DF. 9am-5.30pm Mon-Sat. 
Internet site http://www.diverse-music.co.uk. 
Phone/fax 01633 259661 / 256261. E-mail:-
sales@diverse•music.clx.co.uk. Catalogues available. 
Mastercard, Visa, Amex. Switch, ICE.. New and 
forthcoming releases: Blue Note 180gm LPs - re-
issued on 14th April ( very limited) also large current 
and back catalogue stock selection. P&P £ 1.00 1st 
LP. additional LPs 50p each ( max [ 3.50) Please 
contact us for more details and catalogues. 

LIONEL'S VINYL PO Box 22, Biggleswade, Beds. 
SGI8 87B. Tel: 01767 314936 Fax: 01767 318462. E-
Mail: mafe34@dial.pipex.com We stock a large 
range of quality assured secondhand vinyl, covering 
the whole musical spectrum. All purchases are fully 
guaranteed, and we will professionaly clean records 
prior to posting. if requested. All albums are priced 
to sell quickly (from L1.00/L.P.). and Worldwide 
Export is a speciality. Send A4 S.A.E. or Phone 
01767 314936 now for free catalogue 

SILVERNOTE PO Box 158. Cheshunt, Herts. EN7 
6UH Always wanted: Vintage and Modern 
Equipment, Records & CD's. Tele/fax Steve on 
01992 620905 

VINYL DEMAND Stockists of VPI record cleaning 
machines and the widest range of audiophile vinyl in 
the UK - at the best prices. Living Stereo. Verve, 
Mobile fidelity, Decca. Absolute Analogue, 
Testament. MCA, DCC. Also a vast range of 
analogue accessories. Phone 01425-654545 or Fax 
01425-654400 for orders or catalogues. 

VIVANTE - LONDON 74 Heathfield North, 
Twickenham TW2 7QW. Tel: 0181891 3433. One 
of the UK's largest importer and distributor of 
audiophile and conventional vinyl is now operating a 
mail order service specialising in jazz and classical 
reissues. Labels include Decca. London, Deutche 
Gramaphon, Archly, EMI, Telefunken, Testament, 
Verve, MPS, Milestone, Fantasy, Pablo and more. 
Extensive catalogue available. AccessiVisa accepted. 

VINTAGE 

AUDIO CLASSICS. Audio Classics / Mellotone 
Acoustics Co. P.O. Box 67. Wigan, Greater 
Manchester, WN2 3AG. Tel: 01942 257525. Fax: 
01942 525861. Mobile: 0585 476574. E-mail: 
mell@tone.u-net.com. Hi-Fi bought. sold. repaired 
and renovated. Mail order and vintage specialists. 
Please see our main ad ( look under the ad index to 
find) for further information. 

EX DEMONSTRATION 

AFFORDABLE AUDIO. (Northampton) 
Pre-Owned Hi-Fi Specialists. 168 Wellingborough 
Road. Northampton, NN I 4DU. 
Tel: ( 01604) 231261/845138. Mobile: (0370) 877893 
. Urgently required: compact disc collections. hi-fi 
separates.. especially Linn products. Naim Audio, 
Cyrus Electronics, Musical Fidelity. Quad Electronics, 
almost anything British/American. Cash waiting. part 
exchange welcome. We also stock lots of audio 
accessories, compact discs. vinyl, Nicam video 
recorders. DAT players. Single speaker dem room. 
.All equipment is sold with warranties. All Credit 
Cards accepted. Please phone anytime for stock 
update. 

AUDIO CLASSICS. Audio Classics / Mellotone 
Acoustics Co. P.O. Box 67, Wigan, Greater 
Manchester. WN2 3AG. Tel: 01942 257525. Fax: 
01942 525861. Mobile: 0585 476574. E-mail: 
mell@tone.u-netcom. Hi-Fi bought, sold. repaired 
and renovated. Mail order and vintage specialists. 
Please see our main ad ( look under the ad index to 
find) for further information. 

CHOICE HI-FLH1-Fi Exchange Open 10am-8pm. 7 
days by appt. Tel: 0181 392 1959/1963. Fax: 0181 
392 1994. Agents for Acoustic Energy, Alon, ATC, 
Boulder. Bryston, Chord, Forsell, Gamma. Van den 
Hal. Lumley, Rockport, SME, Soundstyle, Straight 
Wire, Target, Trichord, Trilogy. VPI, XL0 and many 
more. We offer: generous part exchange. your 
equipment purchased, show room/dem room, single 
speaker dem room, trade in policy. credit card 
facilities, mail order, export service, finance available. 

HAZELMERE AUDIO. To hear how realistic 
music can sound. please call for for an appointment. 
(day or evening). Objective advice. comfortable 
listening, home-demonstration, free installations, 
part exchange, repairs and superb service Acoustic 
Precision. Air Tagent, ATL, Audiomeca, Basis Classe, 
EAD. Fanfaare, Henley. Magneplanar, Mirage, 
Monrio, Muse. Notts. Analogue, Opera. Ortofon, 
SD, Sirius. Straightwire, Tice. Triangle. Trilogy, VPI. 
High Wycombe (01494) 437892 

THE HI-FI CLEARING HOUSE. Good quality 
Hi-Fi and homee cinema kit bought, sold and part 
exchanged. Please offer us your unwanted quality kit 
and let us know your requirements. We specialise in 
ex demo and secondhand equipment. Mail order 
facilities. Switch. Delta, Visa, Mastercard. Callers 
welcome but by appointment only. Contact Paul 
Walton. Tel: 0161 432 4245. Fax: 01161 442 1375 

To advertise in 

Dial A Dealer, 

please telephone 

Caroline Knott on 

01245 443555 
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Music- Reviews 

CLASSICAL 

by Peter Herring 

We've been playing some piano rôles - as accompanist in the greatest of all song cycles, as a 
soloist in Berlin's Brahms, as a Russian debutant in Liszt and Schumann, and as a young 

Dutch master revealing Schubert in his true colours. 

FRANZ LIS/ I 

Waldesrauschen 
(Forest Murmurs), 
5145/La Leggierezza, 
5144/Liebestraüme 
No3 in A flat, 
5541/Hungarian 
Rhapsody No12 in E 
minor 'Heroide 
élégiaque', 
5242/Etudes 
d'exécution 
Transcendante No10, 
S139 

Symphonic Études, 
Op13 (with 
posthumous 
Etudes)/Theme and 
Variations on the 
name 'Abegg', 
Opl/'Widmung' 
(transcribed by Liszt) 
Evgeny Kissin, piano 
RUSSIA REVELATION 

RV10031 (ADD/65.56) 

It was surprising to find the 
youthful Evgeny Kissin 

included among the 

somewhat more venerable 

names which adorn the list of 

recordings from the 

Revelation label, the likes of 
Richter, Gilels, Rostropovich 

and Oistrakh. But Kissin's 
fledgling career before he 

astonished his first Western 
audience as a 16-year-old at a 

Berlin concert in 1987 was in 

the former Soviet Union, and 

it was probable that, among 
the 400,000 mainly ex-Soviet 

Radio tapes to which 

Revelation has been granted 

access, there would be some 

early recordings by this 

prodigiously gifted pianist. 

This selection of works by 
Liszt and Schumann, with the 

latter's Symphonic Études the 
major item in the programme, 

is drawn from two recitals, the 

earlier in May 1994 when 

Kissin was still a couple of 

months off his 13th birthday. 

Not that you would guess that 
from his remarkably mature 

and assured playing of 

Schumann's Abegg 

Variations; in some respects, 

particularly the articulation, it 
is breathtaking. Indeed, the 

technique throughout is 

astonishing and, along with 
the Abegg Variations, the 

performances of the Liszt 

items are never less than 

impressive and, in the main, 

hugely satisfying. 

However, I would be 

surprised if Kissin regards this 
1989 recording as his last 

word on the Symphonic 

Études, one of Schumann's 

greatest compositions and 

here given complete with the 

posthumously-discovered 
Variations restored to the 

score. That Kissin is the 

master of the work's technical 

demands is never in doubt. 

The complex polyrhythms 

hold no terrors for him, and 

the playing of fast staccato 

passages is dazzling. 

Less endearing is Kissin's 
tendency to overdo the 

fortissimos, and this heavy-

handedness is not helped by 

the variable recording quality 
of these live concert 

performances. Balances vary 
appreciably, although the 

focus is never less than close, 

and doubtless this contributes 

hugely to the steely, 

occasionally clangorous 
piano tone. At the other end 

of the sonic spectrum, a halo 

of distortion sometimes 

intrudes on the quieter 

playing. 

Despite these technical 
drawbacks, Kissin's playing is 

always compelling and, while 

he will surely discover greater 

levels of poetic expression in 

future performances of 

Schumann's Études, this disc 
remains an intriguing portrait 

of a flowering talent. 

Maurizio Pollini 
InteHM,S • likelegN2ERT NO.2 

.Iiner Milnemontbrer Clawd. 

Piano Concerto No2 
In B flat major, Op83 
Maurizio Pollini, 
piano; Berlin 
Philharmonic 
Orchestra; conductor, 
Claudio Abbado 
DEUTSCHE 

GRAMMOPHON 453 505-2 

(DDD/48.37) 

Pollini and Abbado made a 
noteworthy recording of this 

HI-FI WORLD APRIL 1998 la 



Cyrus a 

Cyrus Electronics offer 

a versatile range of 

highly acclaimed 

components. Each 

Cyrus product gives a 

performance that is 

class leading but when 

used as a complete 

system the sound is 

simply breathtaking.The 

award winning Straight 

Line Integrated 

Amplifier and DAD3 CD 

Player clearly 

demonstrates that even 

this entry level 

combination excels with 

its musical ability.This 

can be further enhanced 

with the addition of the 

Cyrus Power Amplifier, 

PSX-R Power supply or 

Q Module. 

For a demonstration of 

this remarkable range 

of equipment, call your 

local Sevenoaks Cyrus 

Branch. 

Cyrus Straight Line Amplifier 

and DAD3 CD Player available 

for around £1000. 

SEVENOAKS 01732 459555 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU AT ONE OF OUR 10 CYRUS BRANCHES NATIONWIDE 

CHELSEA 0171 352 9466 

ap DEALER 
3/\ 

ONLY SELL PRODUCTS HDR WHIC 
NE ARE AUTHORISED DEALERS 

TWO YEAR 
GUARANTEE 
At Sevenoaks Hi Fi you will find a 

wide range of products which 

combine to offer systems of 

unbeatable value for money andl 

quality from £500. Every branch 

boasts dedicated demonstration 

rooms which enable you to audition 

these in comfort. Our friendly and 

experienced staff are happy to assist 

you through every step of your 

purchase to ensure total listening 

satisfaction. 

Sevenoaks Hi Fi are one of the UK's 

largest independent dealers, As a 

member of BADA we provide a -.wo 

year guarantee with the majority of 

products we sell. 

0% FINANCE 
Spread the cost of buying these 
quality systems with our 0% finance 

terms. Up to 24 months interest (re 

OPTION I 
A minimum balance of £400 after a 10% 

deposit, followed by 6 equal monthly payments 

Example. Cost: £ 1000 Deposit. £ 100, followed 

by 6 equal Monthly Payments of: C150 

OPTION 2 
A minimum balance of £400 after a 25% 

deposit, followed by 9 equal monthly payments 

OPTION 3 
A minimum balance of £400 after a 50% 

deposit, followed by 12 equal monthly payments 

OPTION 4 
A minimum balance of £ 1000 after a 20% 

deposit, followed by 18 equal monthly payments 

OPTION 5 
A minimum balance of £2000 after a 20% 

deposit, followed by 24 equal monthly payments 

0% Finance not available on price match 
Written details on request. 0% APR. Subject to stat 
' Examples shown to the nearest pound. 
Head Office: 109-113 London Rd, Sevenoaks. Kent. 

MAIDSTONE 01622 686366 (OPEN SUNDAY) 

READING 0118 959 7768 

CROYDON 0181 665 1203 

KINGSTON 0181 547 0717 

LEEDS 0113 245 2775 (OPEN SUNDAY) 

SOUTHAMPTON (NEW) 01703 337770 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS 01892 531543 

WATFORD 01923 213533 (OPEN SUNDAY) 



Music Reviews 

concerto some 20 years ago, 
at that time with the latter 

conducting the Vienna 
Philharmonic. This new 

version, recorded at a concert 
in Berlin's Philharmonie in 

December 1995, 

demonstrates from the outset 
that neither the soloist's nor 

the conductor's view of the 

piece has altered significantly 

in the ensuing two decades. 

True, the overall approach is 

noticeably broader, more 

contemplative, with the effect 
that the emotional core of the 

work, the heart-felt andante 

with its wistfully beautiful 

cello solo, is utterly spell-

binding. 

As always with Pollini, the 

integrity and scrupulousness 

of the reading are beyond 

question, and, for a concert 

recording, the precision of his 
playing is little short of 

phenomenal. Yet it remains a 

performance more gripping 

than immediately endearing, 
but one whose strengths and 

qualities grow more apparent 

with successive hearings. 
Pollini's uncompromisingly 

direct and encouragingly 

unvarnished treatment of this 
concerto has much to 

commend it, although there is 

a downside to this in the 

normally care-free finale 

where, in line with the rest ot 

the interpretation, the swagger 

and exuberance are kept 

pretty much in check. 
Elsewhere, though, the 

absence of spurious 
sentimentality and bravura are 

to be welcomed, Pollini 

instead moulding his reading 

around the work's conflicting 

tensions and volatile inner 

forces. In this he is at one 
with Abbado and the Berlin 

orchestra, whose playing 

throughout is wholly 
responsive, with several 

telling individual 

contributions. Indeed, it 
would have given even 

greater satisfaction to have 

heard more of the Berliners 

but the recording does them 

no favours. The piano is 

overly prominent in the sound 

picture (although recorded 
with great lucidity and limpid 

refinement) and the orchestral 

sound, while full-bodied, 

lacks depth and transparency. 

Surely pianist and orchestra 

could have been better 
integrated without in any way 

inhibiting the range or 

presence of the solo 

instrument, even in the 

generally less-than-helpful 

acoustic of the Philharmonie? 

With these technical and 

artistic caveats, those who 

empathise with Pollini's 

resolutely cerebral approach 
will be well, if not especially 

generously (given the sub-fifty 

minutes playing time) 
rewarded here. 

FRANZ S'-'14'BERT 

Piano Sonata No16 in 

CLASSICAL 

A minor, 

Op42 - D845/Four 
Impromptus, 
Op142 - D935 

Paolo Giacometti, 
fortepiano 
CHANNEL CLASSICS 

CCS10697 (00D175. II ) 

They're still in the minority, 

and I see no sign of a 

bandwagon appearing over 

the horizon, but the increase 

in the number of pianists 

choosing to record Schubert 

on the instrument of his time, 
the fortepiano, has been 

encouraging. To a list that 
includes, most successfully, 

Andreas Staier on Teldec, 

Peter Katin on Athene and 

Trudlies Leonhardt, originally 

on the Swiss Jecklin label but 

now recording with Globe of 
the Netherlands, must be 

added another Netherlands-
based pianist, Paolo 

Giacometti. As his name 

suggests, the 27-year-old 

Giacometti is of Italian origin 

but has lived all but the first 

year of his life in Holland, 

where he records for the 

ambitious and adventurous 
Channel Classics. 

In this recording of two of 

Schubert's finest keyboard 

inspirations, the A minor 

sonata D845 of 1825 and the 

Four Impromptus, D935, of 

the following year, 

Giacometti uses a fortepiano 

of the Viennese school dating 

from 1815, built by Salvatore 

Lagrassa and, to judge from 

the sound, superbly restored 

in The Netherlands by Edwin 
Beunk and Johan Wennink. 

Commenting on his 

interpretations in the 

accompanying booklet, 
Giacometti concedes that 

using the fortepiano inevitably 
brings problems of tuning and 

mechanical noise but adds 
that the subtleties of shading, 

dynamics and tonal colour 

which the instrument offers 

more than compensate. I can 

only add that, in this 

exceptionally clear, full and 

life-like recording, I was never 

aware of any sonic 

limitations: quite the opposite. 
There is no suggestion of a 

constricted range, no nagging 

feeling that some of the power 

and projection has been lost. 

Instead, Giacometti's taut, 

attentive and dramatic playing 

reveals new details and brings 

fresh insights into both the 

sonata and the Impromptus 

which, declared "too difficult" 

in Schubert's lifetime, 

remained unpublished until 

1839, eleven years after the 

composer's death. 

The peculiarly frail image 

of Giacometti on the booklet 

cover belies the command 
and confidence he displays in 
these performances, 

illuminating the individual 

character of each of the 

Impromptus and underlining 

the cogency and sometimes 

violent contrasts of the 

sonata. Yet the flowing 

variations of the second 

movement are played with 
rare tenderness. 

With pianism of such high 

order, considered and 
persuasive interpretations and 

first-rate recording, what more 

can one ask for - except more 
of the same. 
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athRD OF THE MONTH 

interreise (Winter's 

ourney)-song cycle 

911 

atthias Goerne, 
aritone; Graham 

ohnson, piano 

HYPERION SCHUBERT 

EDITION VOLUME 30 

D)33030 (DDD/74.08) 

yperion's Schubert 

dition has progressed, with 

nsistently fine 
ntributions from a 

scinating and illustrious 
st of singers, it has become 

triguing to speculate who 

m the roster of names 
ould have the honour and 

allenge of performing 

interreise. This, after all, 
ould be the apex of this 

ammoth project to record 
I of Schubert's songs; in all 

that vast treasure-house of 

It usic, Winterreise, surely 

. : e greatest of song cycles, is eni*disputably the crowning 
ory. 

; Two years ago, for 

chubert's other 
incomparable setting of the 

poetry of Wilhelm Müller, 

ie Schüne Müllerin, the 
, spired choice of interpreter 

- as the youthful Ian 
ostridge and the result was 

niversally acclaimed. 

ould Hyperion and the 

rchitect of the Schubert , 
ries, Graham Johnson, 

"milady opt for a 'young' 

oice in Winterreise, or 

ould they turn to one of the 
led-and-tested interpreters 

'f German lieder? Shrewdly, 
' 

they have settled for an 
almost ideal blend of relative 

youth and considerable 
experience in the 30-year-

old German baritone 
Matthias Goerne. 

an absence of mannerism 

which is immediately 
appealing. Importantly, there 

is no mistaking that this 

winter's journey is being 
undertaken within the 

The Hyperion Schubert Edition 

WINTERREISE 
Complete Songs 
Samtliche Lieder 

Melodies Integrales 
30 

MATTHIAS GOERNE GRAHAM JOHNSON 

-- - 0 

h9perion, 
«OA 

A pupil of both Elisabeth 

Schwarzkopf and Dietrich 

Fischer-Dieskau, Goerne has 
fast become established as 

perhaps the freshest and 
most exciting of the new 

generation of lieder singers. 

Many consider him the 

natural heir to Fischer-

Dieskau's mantle as the 

supreme Schubert 

interpreter. 

Yet, as he has 

demonstrated in recitals and 

in recordings, most 

memorably with a survey of 

Schubert's Goethe settings 

for Decca, the pupil is no 

'clone' of his tutor. Goerne's 

voice has an admirable 
openness and directness, and 

troubled, highly-charged 

psyche of a young man. 
There is nothing prosaic or 

routine here - every one of 
the 24 songs has clearly been 

thought through, as has the 

overall structure and balance 

of the cycle. 
In the first song, Cute 

Nacht, for example, Goerne 
and his accompanist, 

Graham Johnson, set off at 

an unusually brisk and 

purposeful pace, but one that 

is entirely in keeping with 

the mood of Müller's verse 

and the place of the song in 

the cycle as a whole. In so 
doing, Goerne has ample 

room for manoeuvre as, 
later, the atmosphere 

darkens: his expressions of I 

despair and melancholy do 

not need to be sung at 

funereal tempos in order t 

point up the contrasts with 

the earlier, less traumatic 
songs such as the exquisitely 

lyrical Frühlingstraum 

(Dream of Spring). It is easy 

to appreciate why some of 

the composer's closest 

acquaintances, accustomed 

to the radiant charm of so 
many of his songs, were left 

deeply distressed by the 

unremitting bleakness of 
much of Winterreise. 

While attention here 
naturally focuses on the 

voice, every worthwhile 

performance of this mos 
profound of song cycles 

necessarily the product of a 
partnership, and Hyperion's 

Winterreise is no exception. 

A perfectly-tailored 
l balance, coupled to the '- 

transparency and definitioe 

of the recording, allows the 

refinement, subtlety and 
meticulous attention to detail 

of Graham Johnson's 

accompaniment to shine 
through. As ever in this 
series, he proves the most 

sensitive and supportive of 

accompanists, and his 

searching analysis of 

Schubert's masterpiece, , 

occupying over 100 pages of 

the accompanying bookie 

combines erudition with 

deep understanding and. 
affection. Recorded mus 

doesn't come better 
performed or presented than 

this • 
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AUDIO PUBLISHING LIMITED 

64 Castellain Road, Maida Vale, London W9 1EX 

Tel: 0171 - 289 3533 Fax: 0171 - 289 5620 
Email: edit@hi-fiworld.co.uk Web Site: www.hi-fiworld.co.uk 

OVERSEAS SUBS RATES 
Surface Mail 

Airmail Europe 

£38 

£48 

Airmail Middle East & South - East 

Asia 

Airmail USA, Canada, Australia, 

Japan, Korea and China 

J Airmail 

---11 Surface mail 

£58 

£68 

(This offer is only valid until 31st March 1998) 

By telephone: Call our Credit card hotline: (44) 0171 289 3533 
Fax: ( 44) 0171 289 5620 ( Please fax form below) 

By post: to pay by cheque or postal order send in an 
envelope marked 

Hi -Fi World, FREEPOST LON3478, LONDON, W9 1BR 

CRIBE TODAY AND 
GET THIS 

QED CABLE 

OGETHER WITH YOUR 
1ST ISSUE 

Ell-F1 WORLD SUBSCRIPTION CARD 
PLEASE REGISTER ONE YEAR'S SUBSCRIPTION 

DEBIT MY MASTERCARD/ACCESSNISA ACCOUNT NO: fl 
EXPIRY DATE:   

S. iGNATL RE   

Credit AUDIO PUBLISHING LTD the sum of £25.00 ( UK ONLY) 

P.AME 

ADDRESS 

FOR HI-Fl WORLD 

   ÏÍ  Li! 

DAYTIME 
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MICHELL GYRODEC 

QC POWER SUPPL 

• A SYMBOL OF PRECISION 
"THE MOST DESIRABLE DECK BELOW £1500" 

Ken Kessler - Hi-Fi News 8z Record Review August '94 

Michell Engineering, 2 Theobold Street, Borehamwood, Herts WD6 4SE 
Tel: 0181 953 0771 

The 
Cartridge 
Family °aeon 

VC 3000 
Mk II 

c•rl-cecm 

Roh 
mann 

JP" 

orrofon 

VC 30 
tbettsupee 

ortoron 01491-834700 
DISTRIBUTED BY HENLEY DESIGNS LIMITEI) 



SLATE AU 1110  
Linking The Past, Present & Future 

THE SPEAKERSTAND 
The best speaker supports in the world. 
State of the art in performance and design, custom made to suit any loudspeaker. Solid slate, supremely 
rigid and totally neutral' ("One specific Slate was chosen after extensive testing on all other stones) 

SPEIUCER PLATFORMS ISOLATION PLATFORMS TURNTABLE PLATFORMS SHELVING SYSTEMS 

"Immaculately finished, sublimely rigid, on a par with the best stands I've used." Ken Kessler, Hi-Fi 
News R/R. "An astonishing degree of instrumental separation, stable and holographic, with great 

1 precision and remarkable poise. The ultimate in high fidelity supports." David Prakel, Hi-Fi Answers. 
"Superbly finished, the sound quality was considered to be first rate." Martin Colloms, Hi-Fi News R/R. 
"The sound quality when using the Slate Audio stands proved to be a revelation, something speciaL" 
Paul Messenger, Hi-Fi Choice. "The finish is excellent, the sound quality magnificent and 
breathtaking." Tom Bryant, The Telegraph. "The Slate stand is unusual and expensive, but if you are 
after an exceedingly neutral stand it's the leading contender. This stand offers an exceptionally neutral 
platform for speakers; highly transparent sound leads to musical performances with real insight." 
SOUND QUALITY: II BB MC Malcolm Steward Hi-Fi Choice. 

SLATE AUDIO GARRARD 301 and 401 
The best & most musical record players in the world. 
Our researched Solid Marble Plinth System® brings the Garrards into the 21st century. All 
wooden Plinths prodLce unexceptable levels of coloration and feedback. No other Plinth system 
can claim to improve the performance of these superb players. 

THE REVIEWERS 
"The Slate deck defines what real instrument solidity should be, it's in a class of its own." Alan 
Sircom, Hi-Fi Choice. "The build and performance of the Slate Audio 401 are the audio equivalent 
of the E type Jaguar." Audiophile. "I have never used a system like this one, it gets everything right. 
Peter Soper insists Garrards are best mounted on marble or stone, and from my experience with 
this plinth I wouldn't disagree." Noel Keywood, Hi-Fi World. "The Garrards main problems are 
dealt with most effectively by three cures: correct set up, heavy plinth and appropriate mat, Peter 
Soper has mastered them all, the results are close to miraculous." Ken Kessler, Hi-Fi News R/R. "I 
have been using the fantastic Slate plinthed Garrard, the sound was nothing short of breathtaking. 
The basic Garrard without the Slate plinth is well engineered and pleasant sounding, but they only 
give exceptional results with the right kind of treatment. " Dominic Baker, Hi-Fi World. 
OUR CLIENTS "I have tested your 301, the sound quality as you know is excellent!" G. Pyne. 
"The results I get are really unbelievable and I have tried some of the best turntable around, (Linn 
LP12, Roksan Xerxes). Thanks again for a marvellous piece of art." Mr Teilinger."/ am delighted 
with my Slate Audio Garrard 301, it sounds fantastic. Well worth all the detailed work that went into 
the design." R. Newham. "When I first put up the Slate Audio 301 I must admit to having quite a 
shock, forever converted." K. Van Green, Electric Eel Studios. "I'm over the moon, the plinth looks 
and sounds superb, stunningly beautiful!! would very highly recommend any of your customers 
to seriously consider this great combination." J. Marsh. 

11 

p. 

Titeleeee 44‘94  &de a deawceued 

THE GLASSMAT 
The finest platter mat in the world. 
The Glassmat 8 was developed to improve the performance of the Garrard 301 and 401 record players. 
However d also gives astonishing results when used on other turntables. So effective is Its performance, 
we have now made it available as a universal replacement mat. In all cases other mats introduce 
colorations of their own, robbing the music of large amounts of detail and ambience. In order to achieve 
maximum information retrieval with optimum damping, a hard and unyielding material is required. Glass 
is ideal in every respect, damping is complete, the playing surface being quite simply subime. In terms of 
detail resolution and sheer three dimensional ability, no other mat comes close. But then you still have to 
consider the absolute clarity, precision and solidity of the presentation. This is the ultimate platter mat. 

THE POWERHOUSE 01 'R QUARTZ REFERENCED GARRARD 301/401 TD124 ..1ND UNIVERSAL POWER SUPPLY. "KILLER" K.K. 

THE TABLESTROEE QI 'ARTZ REFERENCED STROBE GUN DESIGNED SPECIFICALLY FOR THE GARRARD 301 AND 401. 

THE HANDSTROBE Q1 'ARTZ REFERENCED HAND HELD STROBE SI IrIBLE FOR ANY TURNTABLE UI I If 11)11 • s I 

STORMFORCE SOLID MARBLE ENCLOSURESeFOR ALL TANNOY DUAL CONCENTRICS. BEWARE... STRUCTURAL DAMAGE MAY OCCUR! 

HUMDINGER ELEVATE YOUR EIRE)' SME 3009S2 TO 1997 STATUS. BREATHES NEW LIFE INTO A GREAT CLASSIC. 

BACKLASH SI'PERB SME 3009 & 3012 GOLD PHONO SOCKET CONVERSION, INCLUDING OFC LEADS; BRILLIANT? YES. 

BRAZEN I 'PGRADE YOUR V15111 WITH OUR ALLOY RE-BODY AND MICRO RIDGE STYLUS; INSANE? NO. 

SOLID MARBLE PLINTH SYSTEMS® ALSO FOR EMT AND THORENS TD124. 

SLATE AUDIO GARRARD 301 AND 401 ARE AVAILABLE COMPLETE OR MARBLE PLINTH SYSTEM® ONLY. 

SME CELEBRATION ARMS WITH SPECIAL GRAPHICS "SLATE AUDIO 301 OR 401 CELEBRATION" AND "SLATE AUDIO TD124 CELEBRATION" 309 • 312 • IV • V. 
THE TONEARM OUR SPECIAL VERSION OF THE FAMOUS REGA RB300. FITTED WITH GOLD PHONOS. 
SME 3009S2 (1997 VERSION) A PERFECT MATCH FOR OUR V1511I BRAZEN AND THE NEW SHURE V15V x MR. "STILL CRAZY AFTER ALL THESE YEARS". 

THE SPIKEKIT SPECIALLY DEVELOPED TO FIT DIRECTLY TO FLOOR STANDING LOUDSPEAKERS OR ANY WOODEN SUPPORT ADJUSTABLE AND VERY SIMPLE TO FIT. 

BE BRAVE FACE YOUR FEARS LIVE YOUR DREAMS 
SHURE STYLUS PRESSURE GAUGE • GARRARD 301 SWITCH SUPPRESSOR • TURNTABLE SERVICING • GARRARD 301 LEVER SET • GARRARD 301 FIXING BOLT SET 

STROBE DISC • GARRARD 401 CONTROL PANEL SET • GARRARD 301 MOTOR PULLEY • FULL RESTORATION OF GARRARDS TO ORIGINAL CONDITION 

ALWAYS WANTED, GARRARD 401, GARRARD 301 AND THORENS TD124 RECORD PLAYERS, PLEASE PHONE 

47 GEMINI CLOSE, LEIGHTON BUZZARD, BEDS, LU7 8UD. 
EUROCARO 

Mastelp VISA Zillq TEL/FAX: 01525 384174 MOBILE: 0956 471601 
HI-Fl WORLD APRIL 1998 la 



AVI S2000 MI Int Amp (SH) 
AVI S2000 Reference CD 
B+W CDM 1 
B+W P4 
B+W P5 
B+W P6 
B+W 006 
B+W 003 
B+W CDM 1 SE 
B+W CDM 7 
B+W DM602 
B+W DM601 (XD) 
B+W M602 (XD) 
Chario Academy one 
Chario Hiper 1000 Tower 
Final Music 3 
Heybrook Heylo 
Jamo Concert 8 (SH) 
MICROMega Stage 4 
MICROMega Stage 5 
Neat Critique ( SH) 
Restek Sixtant Pwr Amp 
Ruark Broadsword 
Ruark Sceptre 
Roksan Rok One 
SOLID PB100 
SOLID HCM2 
Sonneteer Campion 
TDL RTL 3 II 
Teac DTI DAC 
Teac TI Transport 
Teac V6030S Tape 
Thorens TD 180 
Yamaha A492 

ALL 
BRAND 
NEW 
BOXED 

(SH) 

uJ 

Don't cheat yourself„. 

5 Rocks Lane Barnes 
London SW13 ODB 
Tel: 0181 876 3355 
Fax: 0181 876 3399 

...Treat yourself 
to the world's finest audio fidelity equipment 

We specialise in: 
Audio visual interior design • Multi-room installations • ' Life-style' systems 

Systems from £300 to over £30,000 

CLEARANCE BARGAINS  
Was 
£999 
£1400 
£600 
£675 
£875 
£1095 
£230 
£150 
£600 
£1000 
£300 
£200 
£300 
£1300 
£800 
£3500 
£440 
£1300 
£600 
£750 
£385 
£900 
£900 
£600 
£645 
£350 
£130 
£600 
£400 
£500 
£550 
£550 
£199 
£250 

NOW 
£799 
£1169 
£479 
£539 
£699 
£875 
£179 
£119 
£479 
£799 
£239 
£159 
£229 
£999 
£499 
£2799 
£350 
£999 
£450 
£599 
£285 
£599 
£599 
£479 
£499 
£279 
£99 
£460 
£249 
£375 
£439 
£439 
£145 
£199 

CYIVIBOL CDP12 

AUDITION THIS AMAZING CDP12 TODA 
£1279 OR £199 deposit 9 X £120 

TOTAL PAYABLE £1279. 
(Subject to Status) 

OTHER FAVOURITES ALL AVAILABLE 0 

Meridian 506 CD Player 
£1100.00 

£200 deposit 
6 x £150 Total payable 

£1100.00 
(subject to status) 

Marantz CD1KI CD 
£1099.00 

£199 deposit 
6 x £ 150 Total payble 

£1099.00 
(subject to status) 

AVI, ALCHEMIST, ANTHEM, BAYER, BOSE, BOULDER, CABLETALK, CASTLE, CHARIO, CITATION, 

ELECTROCOMPANIET, EXPOSURE, FINAL, GAMMA ACOUSTICS, GENESIS, HEYBROOK, JAMO, KEF, 
LINN, LUMLEY, MAGNUM DYNALAB, MARANTZ, MARSTON, MCINTOSH, MERIDIAN, MICHELL, 
MICROMEGA, MONARCHY, MYRYAD, PRECIOUS METALS, PRIMARE, PROJECT, ORTOFON, QED, 
QUAD, REVOX, ROKSAN, RUARK, SEQUENCE, SOUNDSTYLE, SONNETEER, SONICLINK, 

SENNHEISER, SONIC FRONTIERS, SME, STAX, TDL, TEAC, TOTEM, TRICHORD, TANNOY, TARGET, 
XANTEK 

Showroom open 10.00 to 6.00 Monday to Saturday 

All Major Credit Cards Accepted • Finance Arranged • 2 Demonstration Rooms 

HI-FI WORLD 
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INTEREST 
FREE 

CREDIT * 
(available on selected items) 

WORLDWIDE MAILORDER SERVICE 
From Dublin to Durban, Sheffield to Sydney 
we'll ship fully insured within days of you 

placing your order. Telephone our Mailorder 
Hotline NOW ON + 44 (0)181 - 8780066 

(INTEREST FREE CREDIT MAILORDER - UK ONLY) 
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ROKSAN CASPIAN Range NOW AT THE HI END 

AVAILABLE ON INTEREST FREE CREDIT 03c 

TELEPHONE OUR MAILORDER HOTLINE ON 0181 8780066 

FOR DETAILS...SHOP FROM HOME 

'AEU EMBER WE CAN SUPPLY VIRTUALLY ANY BRAND OF 

HI- F1 YOU REQUIRE AT THE KEENEST PRICES 

EREST FREE CREDIT (Subject to status) 

Roksan Caspian CD 
£895.00 

£175 deposit 
6 x £ 120 Total payable 

£895.00 
(subject to status) 

Trichord Revelation 

CD Player 
"NOW WITH THE 
NEW CLOCK 3" 

£819.00 

Roksan Caspian Amp 
£695.00 

£125 deposit 
6 x £95 Total payable 

£695.00 
(subject to status) 

Cymbol CA1  

Integrated amp 
at only £499.03 

there is no substitute 

NOW DEMONSTRATING  
AVI Pre-amp + Monoblocks - awesome 
AVI Positron - ignore at your peril 

AN—HEM Integrated/Pre/Power-Amplification - 
best of Canadian valves 
CASTLE SEVERN 2 - frighteningly good value 
CYMBOL - HDCD at £ 1299 - Unreal 
CYMBOL - New Integrated amp at £499 
ELECTROCOMPANIET - Class A Perfection from 
Norway 

GAMMA ACOUSTICS RHYTHM - single ended 
integrated 

GENESIS - Loundspeakers - a refreshing 
alternative to Wilson Audio 

GRADIENT - Loudspeakers from Finland 

JAMO Concert 8 - Awesome 
LINN - LP12, HI-Fl + Multi Room solutions 

MARANTZ - CD17 K.I. sig - So Real, So Natural 

MARSTON AUDIO Silhouette - At last a true competitor 
to the Trichord Revelation, well worth a listen 

MERIDIAN - 500 Series 

MAGNUM DYNALAB - Ultimate reference tuners. 

MICROMEGA STAGE/DRIVE - Vinyl like CD - so 
natural 

PRIMARE - Amp + CD 

ROKSAN - Caspian Amp + CD 

RUARK - Icon, Sceptre, Broadsword - monitor heaven 
RESTEK - The Germans have landed - Challenger 

II. Concret CD "Battleship hi-fi" - Truly remarkable 
SONIC FRONTIERS SFCD1 - HDCD - Heaven 

SONNETEER CAMPION - The best 
SONNETEER ALABASTER - The best gets better 

SONNETEER BYRON - A matching CD at last 
TOTEM Model 1 - We dare you 
TOTEM MANI 2 - Our best loudspeaker 

TRICHORD - Revelation and Genesis CD Players 

Sonneteer Alabaster 

A true British 
amp win ier at 

£899.00 
Listen if you 

dare! 

- - - - STOP PRESS - - - - 
RUARK BROADSWORD 

Brand new boxed 
Normally £900.00 
Yours for only 

£599.99 

* SUBJECT TO STATUS 

HI-FI WORLD 



Audio Note Kit Amplifiers 
W 40! e.".--L.A_ lfre7 t 

The Audio Note Kit One (Illustrated) 

Based around the justly famous 300B directly heated triode, we see this kit as the 

introduction to real Audio Amplification, as it covers all the important aspects of 
design necessary, Single Ended, No-Feedback, Class A, Directly Heated Triode, 

to become a member of this exclusive club of amplifiers. 

Kit One has one 300B per channel running at 420 volts with 75mA current giving 

8-9 watts of the cleanest power you will ever hear, the input stage consists of 
a 6SN7GT with a 5687 double triode driver stage running in SRPP The power supply 

is capacitor-choke-capacitor configuration with a 5U4G HT rectifier, the 300B's have 
a DC filament supply for hum-free operation whilst the other valves are AC heated. 
Component quality is similar to our Level 2 finished products, Audio Note paper in oil 

signal capacitors, Beyschlag 1 watt 1% metal film resistors, good quality electrolytics 

(sorry NO Black Gates!) and a simple, attractive 

stereo chassis in black paintwork. We have 
several component and cosmetic 

upgrades available for Kit One, 

please ask for details. 

The Kit One 

has recently 
been 
awarded the 
title "The 

Greatest Audio 
Bargain of the 

Twentieth Century" 

by Dick Olsher 
(ex-Stereophile) in a review on 

the Internet - this is just one of 
many rave reviews, copies of 
which we can supply on request. 

Price: £ 799 incl. VAT, 
which includes ALL parts & valves 

(yes, also the 2 x 3008's needed) 
but not postage/packing which 
to UK customers is £ 12. 
KIT ONE ORDER CODE: AN- KIT- 001 

Audio Note is happy to provide a wide range of complete kits, output and mains 

transformers, chokes, paper in oil, aluminium, tin, copper or silver foil signal 
capacitors, Black Gate, Cerafine or standard electrolytic capacitors, tantalum, 
carbon and metal film resistors, silver wires, interstage and driver transformers. 

switches, balance controls, potentiometers, attenuators, chassis's and fittings for the 
quality oriented DIV'er, whether you are a beginner or hardened experimenter, male 
or female, we have the best (and not always most expensive) parts for most projects. 

Audio Note Loudspeaker Drivers 8( Kits 

We shall be offering the speaker drivers that we use n our own loudspeakers for general 
sale from now on. You can by the drivers individually or together with matched and 

tested cross-avers, cabinet drawings and reflex ports. 

Audio Note Circuits, Valvedata 8( Basic Technical Information 

If you would like some suggestions which to base a future project around, then we shall 
be happy to provide you with a circuit pack containing good circuits like ONGAKU, 

KEGON/KASS,AJ, NEIRO, GAKU-ON plus several other power amplifier circuits and the 
M7Tube & M10 pre-amplifiers, which are the best sounding pre-amplifier circuits we 
have come across. 

Audio Note Quality Output Transformers 

We are in the process of building up four separate ranges of Audio Note output 
transformers, in order to offer the best possible outputs at different pricepoints, they will 

fall into four categories, 

Economy range Selected to ensure quality audio in a price efficient package. 

Mid-price range Top quality with specially selected components. 

High Quality range Double C-core outputs for single-ended circuits exclusively. 

Super High Quality range All-silver wired outputs of the best possible quality. 

Audio Note offer a design, prototyping and production service, where we can supply 
for almost any requirement. Please telephone for details. 

Audio Note Mains Transformers 

Available for most popular designs. We shall continue to expand the range as 

opportunities become available. 

The Audio Note Kit Two 

Kit Two features a single 6550 tetrode running in Single-Ended mode, yielding some 
12 watts of pure Class A. With a valve rectified HT for the output stage, stereo chassis, 

and 6SN7GT input and 12AX7/ECC83 SRPP driver stage, componentry and chassis 

as Kit One, 
Kit Two costs £599 incl. VAT, includes valves, but not postage/packing. 

KIT TWO ORDER CODE: AN- KIT- 00 

The Audio Note Kit Three 

Kit Three features 2 x 3008's per channel running in single-ended parallel yielding 

16/17 watts in pure Class A. This kit is on two mono chassis with valve rectified HT 

supplies, no signal feedback, it uses a 6SN7GT double triode as input valve and 

a pair of 5687 double triodes running in SRPP as drivers. The Kit Three is essentially 
a mono version of the Kit One with double the power, the same component choices 

and on two chassis' instead of one. 

The Kit Three costs £ 1,550 incl. VAT but excluding delivery. 
KIT THREE ORDER CODE: AN- KIT- 00 

The Audio Note Kit Four 

The Kit Four is really our introduction to valve amplifier kit building, the circuit and 
power supply being mounted on a single printed circuit board. The high-quality push-

pull output and mains transformers are all mounted in a small aluminium chassis 

covering everything so nobody will be able to see that you have succumb to the lure 
of the valve amplifier which is sweeping the world. The circuit consists of two 6V6GT 
tetrodes running in Push-Pull class A, yielding about 10 watts, driven by a 6SN7GT and 

a 12AX7/ECC83 input stage. Easy to build, even for the beginner. Visually Kit Four 
matches the Audio Note Pre-amplifier shown here but with a single chrome-plated 

volume control. As with all Audio Note kits everything (except solder) is included. 

The Kit Four costs: £299 incl. VAT but not delivery. 
KIT FOUR ORDER CODE AN- KIT- 00 

Audio Note Driver, Interstage 8( Pre-Amplifier Output Transformers 

Here is a product group that you do not see advertised every day! As usual we start 

small with the intention to grow quickly. 

Audio Note Paper In Oil Signal Capacitors 

These handmade signal capacitors are sonically superior to any of the plastic or othe 
paper types we have come across. If you have never experienced the difference th 

a really good paper/oil capacitor can make in a valve amplifier, then you really 

should try. 

Audio Note Paper In Oil Tin Foil Signal Capacitors 

The tin foil is better than alu-foil for most applications, we recommend you try them! 

Audio Note Paper In Oil Copper 8( Silver Foil Signal Capacitors 

These copperfoil paper signal capacitors are considerably better than both the 
standard offerings and the tin foils. To start with there will be a few values / voltages of 
each available and we shall expend as fast as we can to cover all the popular values 

Audio Note Acid 8( Chloride Free Silver Solder 

The best solder available, used in all our amplifiers from OTO to the mighty GAKU-ON. 

Audio Note Cables 8( Wires 

Audio Note manufacture a range of high quality copper and silver coax, speaker an 
wiring cables, which, depending on the overall price of the project, will do justice to 

any hifi system, regardless of price. Please call for prices and details. 

Audio Note High Quality Stepped Attenuators 8( Switches 

These handmade attenuators and switches are manufactured by a friend of 

Mr Kondo of Audio Note. They are the best you can buy. 

Audio Note High Quality Valve Bases 

All of our valve bases are of the highest possible quality materials. Ceramic, Teflon 
and gold and silver plated. If you want the best look no further - they are the ultimate 

Audio Note Resistors 

Audio Note endeavour to stock the entire El 2 range of all the different makes of 

resistor, since most are used in our products stock is generally available within four weeks. 

BEYSCHLAG - HOLCO - SHINKOH Tantalum Film Resistors 

AUDIO NOTE 1/2 Watt Tantalum Resistors 

AUDIO NOTE 1 Watt Tantalum Resistors 

AUDIO NOTE 2 Watt 1% Tantalum Resistors 

AUDIO NOTE Precision Carbon Film Resistors 

ALLEN BRADLEY 1 Watt 5% Carbon Film Resistors 



Components 

The Audio Note Pre-Amplifier Kit (mustratecr) 

A complete kit loosely based on the Audio Note 

M7Tube pre-amplifier circuit is now 

available. The moving-magnet 

compatible phono stage 

consists of a cascode 

input, with passive RIAA 

equalisation and anode-

follower output using the 

12AX7/ECC83. Line buffer/ 

amplification for the four line 

inputs consists of an ECC82 

configured in parallel anode-

follower mode. For the power supply a 

valve rectifier and choke-input filtering 

are employed. All circuitry is housed in 

a non-magnetic aluminium chassis 

gMng the very best sound quality. 

Both phono and line stages are built on 

'hock-less' pcbs albwing easy construction 

but with the sonic benefits of hard-wiring. 

The standard-quality version of the pre-

amp kit includes Roederstein polyester 

film capacitors, Beyschlag 1 watt 1% 

metal film resistors. Noble open-frame 

style potentiometers and all pcbs, valves, 

wire etc. Various component upgrades 

are available, details upon request. 

Cost of The Pre-Amplifier Kit is: £349 

incl. VAT but not delivery. 

Audio Note Black Gate Electron Transfer, High Performance, 
Graphite Foil Capacitors 

Audio Note is currently the sole source in Europe that holcs any significant range of 
values in stock, we use literally 1000's in production, as we were the first company to 

realise the tremendous benefits that Black Gate capacitors offer, and we are to date 

the only high-end audio company in the world to incorporate Black Gate capacitors 
consistently in our finished products. 

There are very few audio parts that promise a guaranteed improvement when 

replacing practically any other part, but this is what the BLACK GATE capacitors 

actually do. Exchanging any electrolytic capacitor anywhere in the circuit of an 
amplifier or in the crossover of a speaker will greatly improve sound quality. We are 
working on some guidelines as to where, how and which types of Black Gates to use 
in different circuits, the first such technical guideline is available now and is called 

"Improving your CD-Player" and can be obtained by sending a stamped addressed 

envelope to us requesting this leaflet. All AUDIO NOTE Level 2 Signature products use 
Black Gate Electron Transfer in critical signal / power supply junctions. 

Audio Note Cerafine Powdered Ceramic Electrolytic Capacitors 

We have at long last secured a reliable source for these tine power supply fitter 
capacitors, a must in any single-ended project. The Cerafines really cover many of 

the Black Gates values and where the prices for the BGS are prohibitive the Cerafine 
is a fine sounding alternative. We have increased the range of Cerafines we stock 
quite recently, and strongly recommend all the Cerafines as a far superior 

replacement or substitute for ordinary electrolytics, and or the prices offered that 
should be within most budgets. All power supply Cerafines are supplied with a 

capacitor clamp and are upright mounting. 

Audio Note Potentiometers 

The best available from a sound quality / price viewpoint, made by Noble in Japan, 
utilising high quality conductive plastic film. However a better alternative is the KO-ON 

volume controls which are used in pre-amplifiers like the M7 Tube, tyl7Line, and in a 
mono version on the input in the NEIRO, KASSA', KEGON and GAKU-ON these are very 

good sounding pots by any standard. 

Audio Note also carry large quantities of STANDARD TYPE SWITCHES, STANDARD 
ELECTROLYTIC CAPACITORS (good quality industrial types), RCA, BNC, BANANA, PLUGS, 

RCA SOCKETS, SPEAKER & GROUND TERMINALS & LOUDSPEAKER SPADES. 

Audio Note Moving Coil, CD Line & Input Matching Transformers 

Audio Note now offer moving coil, CD and Input matching transformers for general 
sale. Common to all of these small signal tansformers is that they :::orne in a 
mumetal screening can with a threaded spindle with a nut for mounting. 

& Valves 
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The Audio Note AV300BSL (illustrated) 

Audio Note is proud and happy to announce a joint venture with Mr Alesa Vaic of 

AVVT in the Czech Republic, under the agreement reached Nexo Vaic's company will 

be making a range of directly heated triodes for small signal. driver and output stages 

exclusively for Audio Note. This will with time allow 

us to explore hitherto uncharted territory in the r -

field of Single- Ended Audio Amplifier 

design, by putting us in a position Ae. 

to design and manufacture 

triodes specifically for a given 

purpose, something which has 

not been within our reach in the 

past, where we have always had 

to settle for the best amplifying 

devices available, but which 

good as many of them are, were 

generally made for other purposes. 

Currently, we have a super linear version of 

the 300B available, dubbed The Audio Note 

AV300B SL it is available in limited numbered 

samples at US $250 each either single, or in 

matched pairs. We will follow this fairly quickly by a 

new, more powerful, power triode, the Audio Note 

AV32B SL with 65 watt dissipation for about 18 watt class A in single-ended configuration 

for an expected price of US $300 each. The Audio Note AV52B SL with an 85 watt 

dissipation for 28 watts of class A operation will be available in early 1998. 

This will be quickly folbwed by the most powerful and ['flea' power triode available-

the Audio Note AV62B SL with 120 watt dissipation for about 40 waft class A in single 

ended configurcrtion at an expected price of US $500 each, it will help advance the 

case for SE operation despite the deplorable inefficiency of most modern loudspeakers!! 

Audio Note Selected Audio Valves 
Our valves are selected from the best available sources and are tested to the same 

stringent standards that we apply in the production of our cwn amplifiers. They fall into 

two categories, standard production items and rare, mostly NOS (New Old Stock) 

valves which are no longer in production. We have compile() a special list of the NOS 

items, which is available against a stamped self addressed envelope, if you live 

outside the UK, send US $2. You should be aware that the valve:; cn this list are NOT 

cheap, but we have stock of original GE, RCA and United Electronics 211, both 

standard versions and reinforced anode type for the US airforce, 845 Westinghouse, 

VT25/10/10Y, VT62/801A, WE3008, STC4300A, Mullard GZ34/CV1377, Tungsol 5U4G 

(best sounding 5U4G we have ever heard!), Chatham 5R4WGY and many others. 

Audio Note Recommended Magazines Full list cyclable on request 

Listener - Review based music & hi-fi magazine that cartons some of the 

best considered & well written articles in print A very good read £4 per copy. 

The Audio Adventure - Well produced publication a good alternative to the 
established magazines Not afraid to be controversial. £4 per copy. 

Sound Practices - Our best seller. A must tor all DIY projects 
Contributors include Audio Note. Herb Reichert and Diego Nardi £5 per copy. 

Vacuum Tube Valley - Specialising in anything to do with audio valves A wealth 
of information on specific valves and their applications £8 5C per copy. 

Positive Feedback - Including zany, controversial articles from a wide range 
of contributors including our own Peter Qvortrup. £7 per copy. 

FOUNDING SPONSOR 

asterprize 
Call for or more information Ask for a full components catalogue or see our web page 

Audio Note 

Musics Finest Conductor 

Audio Note (UK) Ltd, Unit C, Peacock Industrial Estate 

Lyon Close, 125-127 Davigdor Road, Hove, East Sussex BN3 1SG 

Tel: +44 (0)1273 220511 Fax: +44 (0)1273 731498 

Web: www.audionote.co.ulk 



THE MIDLANDS 
BEST USED 
EQUIPMENT 
SPECIALIST 

ALL EQUIPMENT 
TESTED AND 
GUARANTEED 

Micromega Duo CD2 Duo Pro DAC 
Micromega TDrive + TDAC 
DPA PDM 1.7 DAC 7 Two Box DAC 
Marantz CD 85 

AMPS 
Naim NAC 72K 
Naim NAP 140 
Naim NAG 92 MM 
Naim NAP 90 
Naim NAG 32K 
Quad 606 MK II 
Quad 405 MK 11x3 (Full recent rebuild by Quad) 
Quad 77 + Remote 
Linn Majik 
Linn Kairn 
Musical Fidelity A1001 

SPEAKERS 
Naim IBL Black 
Linn Kabers (Special Rosewood finish latest spec) 
Linn Kabers (Black MK I) 
Acoustic Energy AEI + AEI Stands 
TDL Studio 1M Rosewood + Stands 
Linn Sara 9 + Stands 
Meridian D600 Rosewood (Digital Active) 
Linn Kans + Stands (Teak) 

TURNTABLES 

Roksan Xerxes Black 
Roksan Artemiz 
Rock II + Rega 250 + Ortofon MC20 Sup 
SME V (Boxed As New) 

AUDIO VISUALS 

Yamaha 590 £350 £145 
Yamaha 390 £300 £95 

ODD'S 'N' SODS 

Various tables, cables etc Ring For Details 

QUALITY USED 
EQUIPMENT, 

BOUGHT, SOLD, 
PART EXCHANGE 

URGENTLY REQUIRED 
LINN, NAIM, 

MERIDIAN, QUAD, 
CASH WAITING 

RRP NOW 

£3300 £1195 
£2000 £895 
£1000 £395 
£700 £295 

£805 £495 
£750 £450 
£550 £350 
£450 £295 
£370 £145 
£718 £450 
£500 £295 
£850 £550 
£650 £395 
£1700 £795 
£2500 £1995 

£1000 £395 
£2500 £995 
£2000 £495 
£1145 £650 
£1000 £495 
£1000 £395 
£3000 £1495 
£500 £195 

£700 £295 
£950 £395 
£850 £350 
£1500 £1200 

TUNERS 

Naim 101 +Snaps £800 £495 

OPEN MON-SUN 
10.00 TO 8.00 

RING FOR FURTHER DETAILS 
TEL 0121-783-8227 

ZeroFeedBack 
Audio Consultants 

Lincolnshire 

01472 883722 

- AUTHORISED AGENCIES - 
KLIPSCH -TRIANGLE - AUDION - ARION - 

SILVER SOUNDS - AUDIOMECA 
NOTTINGHAM ANALOGUE 

The only way to audition expensive Hi-Fi 

equipment is in the comfort of your own home. 
This is precisely what we specialise in, high 
quality audio in your own home. If your 
requirements are for vinyl, valves or high 

efficiency speakers then phone 
us for a home demonstration. 

No video, no satellite just pure music. 

Hi-Fi with Passion 

Business Hours 5pm to 10pm 

Talk to Shaun on the above number 

TEL: 01428-651554 RG . Hi—Fi FAX. 01428-654592 

Buying & Selling Vintage HiFi, Valves, 
Classical LP Records & Spare Parts. 

Quad 

AM2 Tuner £30 
FM1 Tuner £10 
FM3 Tuner £70 
QCII Pre-Amp £30 
QA12P Amplifiers (Pair)£Offers 

Leak 

TL12+ ( Pair) 
Stereo 20 
TL12.1 (Pair) 
TL25+ (single) Black 
Vanslope (very early) 
LW/MW/SW £50 
Troughline (very early) FM £60 

£300 
£250 

£1500 
£150 

ecca FFSS 
Cartridges £50 to £80 

Decca MKI Arm 
SME 3012 Series II 
SME 3009 Series II 
Garrard 301 
Garrard 401 
Shure M61-2 Stereo 
Pre-Amp 220V 
Tannoy Hi-Gain 15 Amplifier £50 

£25 
£200 
£70 

£150 
£120 

£40 

Valves (G.E.C. Mullard etc.) 

KT66, ECC81/2/3, 6SN7GT + 
Many Others. 
Please Phone For Details. 

Most Models Of Leak Mono + 

Stereo Pre-Amps In Stock. 

Spare Parts For Quad + Leak - 
Transformers etc. 

Vintage Classical LP's 

Bought and Sold 
Decca - SXL 

Columbia - SAX 
HMV - ASO 

RCA - SB + LSC 
+ Furtwangler / De Vito 

Martzy Etc 
Please Phone or Fax 

wanted list 

Speakers 

Tannoy 3LZ (Pair) £200 
Wharfedale W15FS D/Unit 
(Single) £15 

Wharfedale W15RS D/Unit 
(Single) £15 

Ferranti M1 Plus D/Unit 
(1930's) £15 

Lowther corner acoustas (pair) 
original PM6 1 drive unit 
open circuit £350 
Decca deccola corner 
speakers (Pair) £200 

Tannoy speakers + drive units 
for sale please phone for details 

Microphones: various, please 
phone for details 

Wanted 

Tannoy Speakers - Lancaster, 

York, G.R.F. and Autograph. 

MUSONIC STYLI 
Manufacturers and Suppliers 
ASH 
ACOS 
ADC 
ADMIRAL 
AIWA 
AKAI 
AKG 
AMSTRAD 
ARCAM 
ASTATIC 
AU OAK 
AUDIO DEVELOPMENTS 
AUDIO TECHNICA 
AUE 
BANG 8 OLUFSON 
BELLEX 
BRAUN 
BROTHER 
BSR 
CEC 
CHUO DENKI 
CLARVILLE 
COIN 
COLLARD 
COLLEL 
COLUMBIA 
CONER 
CORAL 
COSMO 
CRONOTON 
DECCA 
DE NON 
DIGITRAK 
DUAL 
EAGLE 
EDEN 
ELAC 
ELECTRO VOICE 
EEI 
EMI 
EMPIRE 
ERC 
EUPHONICS 
EXCEL 
FISHER 
FONICA 
FUJI DENKI 
GAR RARO 
For prices tel/lax/e-mail your stylus/cartridge details. Versions for 78 rpm records supplied in 
many types. Original styli and cartridges also available. Trade enquines welcome. 
Suppliers of extensive range of accessories (full list available on request): 
Compact Disc - Cleaners, Storage, Replacement Cases, PVC and Card Sleeves. 
Record - Antistatic Fluid, Nagaoka Inner Sleeves, Storage Cases, Cleaners, PVC/ Card/Paper 
Inner/Outer Sleeves, Head Shells, Turntable Slipmats. 
Tape - Cleaners, Storage, Replacement Cases, Cardboard Sleeves, Reel-To-Reel, Cassettes. 

VISA : 

of Replacement Styli for the following 
GENERAL ELECTRIC 
GLANZ 
GOLDRING 
GRACE 
GRADO 
HAPE 
HITACHI 
HMV 
HW 
ISKARA 
JELCO 
JVC 
KEN WOOD 
KS 
KSMU 
LENCO 
LESA 
LINN 
LUSTRE 
LUXMAN 
LUXOR 
MAGNAVOX 
MARANTZ 
MARLUX 
MASTERCRAFT 
MICRO 
MISSION 
MITSUBISHI 
NAD 
NAGAOKA 
NATIONAL 
NEAT 
NEC 
NIVICO 
ONKYO 
ORTOFON 
OSA WA 
PANASONIC 
PATHE MARCONI 
PERTUUM EBNER 
PHILCO 
PHILIPS 
PICKERING 
PIEZO 
PIONEER 
PLESSEY 
POWER POINT 
PYE 

Cartridges 
RADIOHM 
RCA 
REALISTIC 
RESON 
REUTER 
RIGONDA 
ROCK-OLA 
RONETTE 
ROTEL 
SANSUI 
SANYO 
SCHUMANN MERULA 
SCOTT 
SEEBURG 
SHARP 
SHURE 
SIGNET 
SINGER 
SONIC 
SONOTONE 
SONO VOX 
SONY 
STANTON 
SUPEX 
SUPRAPHON 
TANNOY 
TEAC 
TECHNICS 
TECHTRON 
TELEDYNE 
TELEFUNKEN 
TELETON 
TENOREL 
TENSAI 
TEPPAZ 
TETRAD 
THOMSON 
TOSHIBA 
TRIANETTE-REUTER 
TRIO 
UNITRA 
VACONARCO 
VEB 
VICTOR 
WEGA 
YAMAHA 
ZENITH 

MUSONIC (UK) LIMITED 
Unit 13 Wenta Business Centre Colne Way Watford Hens WD2 4ND 

Telephone: 01923 213344 Fax: 01923 213355 e-mail:musonic@compuserve.com 
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ordable 
¡dio 

A selection al ow ever &re% alien ky sale 
(al el Fame 

AMPUFIERS 

Affordable Aud o - (Northampton) 
Pre-Owned Hi-Fi Specialists 

168 Wellingborough Road Northampton NN I 4DU 

Tel / Fax: (01604) 231261 o- 845138 Mobile (0370) 877893 

Eoavalem Si A %Wow Mourn* Mann otlen lox Llit 

New Pese essannuedl 

Cambndge P25 Int. ( fair c.) s/h 
Nytech CTP 102 preamp (vgc) s/h 
Moth Passive pre/phono stage/power supply (vgc) s/h 45000 
Quad 405 I power amp (gr.) s/h 
Quad 44 preamp (vgcl s/h • 
Aiwa 3003 2x40 watts Its. ( phono stage) ( mint) s/h ( 40.00 
Beard P500 Export/(MM Phono(/P80 Export power amp 
(valve) recent service and new valves (g/c) 
Audio Innovation 2nd Audio triode monoblock 
power amps/Senses 1000 passive pre ( recent full 
service/new valves ivgc) 
Denon PM4250 2x30 watts Int. ( mil 
Philips Black Tulip 280 preamp (vgc) 
Sony TO 170 Inc. amp ( mint) 
Orman (0-f 00/802 pre/power amp 
2x150 watts (preamp has acrylic cover showing 
all internals (vgc) s/h 
Luxman 0 SO2 advance direct coupled preamp (vgc) s/h 
Unman 88 102 (lassie 70's receiver with servo panel (go.) s/h-  
Mission Cyrus II/PSX PSLI (late cast chassis model) ( vgc) s/h 550.00 
MAY Passive line controller ( all gold phono/5 line) s/h 
Pioneer SA 9800 70's monster integrated amp (vgc) s/h 
HI( AX-9 monster integrated lg.c.) s/h 600.00 
Yamaha DIP 4970 remote dolby Pro-Logic amp (ve) s/h 900.00 
Yamaha DIP E390 dolby Pro- Logic remote processor (vgc) s/h 250.00 
Yamaha 0160 11 2x60 watts integrated (silver) (vgc) s/h - 
HAD 1130 preamp ( mint) s/h 25000 
NAD 1000 pre- amp logo) s/h 200.00 
Technics SU 1140 Int. amp ( vgc) s/h • 
Mission Cyrus One Int. (ongmal) (fair c.) s/h 230.00 
Sugden ( 51/A 51 Class A pre/pwr (good c.) s/h - 
Sansui C77(171 pre/pwr (taw c.) s/h - 
Musical fidelity Al 2x25 watts Class A 862 (mint) s/h 500.00 
SPA OSP 2005 line prekmp s/h 500.00 
Pioneer 0400 Original Ini. ( mint) 2 in stock s/h 280.00 
Quad 44 Pre ( Grey Phono version (mint/u new) s/h 700.00 

TURNTABLES 

Pink Tnangle ( blackl/leta ran den Hul/Decca Gold 
Microscanner cartridge)vg4) s/h 
Thorens 10280 14/arm/Shure M75 EDII ( black) (mint) s/h 
Thorens TD 280 I/arm/Audio Technica MM (black) ( mint) s/h 
Thorens TD 150/TP 14 arm/Shure M75 ED II ( g.c.) s/h 
Rega II/RB200Go(dring Elan (re) s/h 
Onofon MOI 76 moving coil head amp logo) s/h 
Avistan RD80/Linn Burk LVV/Goldnng ( 006 (MM) (vgc) s/h 

loads 
28000 
250.00 

250D0 

69 95 
79 95 
22995 
19995 
249.95 
99.95 

s/h • 099.95 

s/h 350000 1195.95 
s/h 180.00 99.95 

- 89.95 
s/h - 99.95 

399.95 
149.95 
139.95 
36995 
59.95 
14995 
129.95 
399 95 
169.95 
119.95 
99 95 
89.95 
179.95 
109.95 
329.95 
129.95 
399.95 
299.95 
179.95 
299.95 

595.00 
14995 
13995 
8995 
139 95 
59.95 
14995 

Eauvalem Si 
new Pna Ponce 

PRODUCT OF THE hIONTII 
Garrard 401 Special" 

in %yd. Piano Black Plinth with Cardas wired /eta Signature 
Tonearm and Ortofon MC 1511 Moving Coil Cartridge 

Looks and Sounds Superb !   
 Must Be Seen! 

Yours For 895.00 Rare Opportunity 
LOUDSPEAKERS 

Jamo Classic 6 floontanders (rosewood) (mint) s/h 360.00 
Tannoy Oxford (waInst) inc. stands (vgc) s/h - 
Tannoy Venus 11 (walnut) (vgc) s/h - 
Tannoy 636 inc heavy.; stands (vgc) s/h 4-400 
Gale 301 II bnwire I mint) (black) s/h 325.00 
AR. 28 (walnut) (Lc) s/h . 
Mordaunt Short Carnival II (mint/as new) s/h • 
Royd Sintra 1 ( black) s/h 3'0.00 
Ruark Talisman II bi wire Irosewood) ( mint) s/h 10.00 
Ruark Templar 11 Wynne (light oak) (mint) s/h 6,10.00 
Mordaunt Short I'S- 1110 bnwire ( rosewood) ( mint/as new) s/h I:10 00 
System 935 ( light ash) hi-wire ( mint/as new) s/h 4,10.00 
Mission 780 bi-wire iblack) (vgc) s/h - 
Linn Index 11 bi-wire (black) ( mint) s/h 2..0.00 
Quad ESL 57 Electrostatics (black) (mint/as new) 
Late 80's model boxed with all manuals. 
(The finest pair loe seen for yearn) s/h loads 
Atacama SE 24 star- es ( mitt (2 pain in stock) s/h 70.00 
Atacama SE 18 star's (mint (2 pain in stock) s/h 1000 
Epos ESI4 inc stands i mint/boxed etc) light oak s/h 675.00 
Harman Kardon LS 0500 hi-wine ( kevlar dnven) black (mmt) s/h 450.00 
Sequence 20 wall mum speakers (scruffy but sound grear) s/h • 
Kef Kit 104 6 B 8 (0(1's/1 lit/passive rads/x-oven (g.c.: s/h - 
Snell Type K (walnut) (f.c.) s/h 700.00 
Lumley Relerence 3 ( light oak) ( mint) s/h 900.00 
Rd Strata 11 80 watts active sub. ( mint) s/h 395.00 
138W DM.6 300 waits/3. way monitors (teak) (go) s/h - 
Mission 7641 Be-wire floontanden ( black) (go) s/h 480.00 

MIME DECKS/REEL TO REEL 

Nakamichi 1000 Tri-Tracer 3 head etc ( f.c.) 
NAD 6240 playtrim etc (vgc) 
Technics RSV 501 autorevene etc (mint) 
Yamaha K220 2 moron dnve etc (mint/as new) 
Technics RS 8505 HI Pro etc ( rgc) 

s/hthe sands 
s/h - 
s/h DODO 
s/h 
s/h - 

199.95 
149.95 
119.95 
299.95 
189.95 
99.95 
8995 
169.95 
549.95 
429.95 
79.95 

329.95 
119.95 
179.95 

599 95 
49 95 
49.95 
36995 
0499I 
9997 
9993 
29995 
595.00 
799.95 
74995 
269.95 

349.95 
99.95 
I 39.9S 
79.95 
129.95 

A *lemon 61 our env change% Mien (sr sale 
(al fuir guaranteed) 

Eckrezierr Sale 
Me. Prea Pone 

In 83800 3 head/computer/auto demag et( lminns/h - 139.95 
Aiwa ADF 770 FIX-Pro etc (vgc) s/h - 79.95 

COMPACT DISC PLAYERS 

Technics SL PG 4704 full remote etc (mint) 
Arcam alpha 5 remote etc (mint/at new) 
Philips (D772 remote etc: Bustream ( mint) 
DPI Little Bit' DA( (go.) 
Musical Fidelity 8-Hat DA( ( mint/as new) 
Manants CD 63 1181. signature (mint/as new) 
Technics SLP 350 ( rare silver remote) Iv.) 
Ratel RCD 965 8X discreet remote (mint/at new) 
Pioneer PDS 703 Legato remote (mint) 
Rotel RCD 945 8K remote ( mint) 
Technics IL- PG 380A (vgc) 
Manants (0 72 remote Intstream ( mint) 
Rote( RCD 96580 remote/bitoream (vgc) 
Pioneer P0 9700 full remote/digital out (mint) 
Manants CD 72 51 copper-clad chassis etc (mint) 

s/h 150.00 99.95 
s/h 450D0 249.95 
sill 140.00 99.95 
s/h 300.00 119.95 
s/h 170.00 109.95 
s/h 500.00 299.95 
s/h 89.95 
s/h 379.00 269.95 
s/h - 169.95 
s/h - 149.95 
s/h 99.95 
s/h 400.00 249 95 
s/h 30000 £ 169.95 
s/h 40000 229.95 
s/h 60000 369.95 

OTHER  ITEMS OF INTEREST 

Philips Black Tulip 180 digital/pre set tuner (g.c) s/h . 69.95 
Linn Kan II loudspeaker stands (go) s/h - 59.95 
Target 055 shelf/3 leg equipment stand (vgc) s/h 200.00 159.9$ 
Sony SA 3ES RDS digital tuner ( mint) s/h 250.00 179.95 
Target 5 shelf equipment stand (g.c.) s/h - 119.95 
Linn II5 MM canndge (ye) s/h 54.00 29.95 
Regs Bias MM cartndge ( eg() s/h 40.00 25.00 
(VC TX AL silver digital tuner (g c.( s/h - 59.95 
QED Profile 8 Id metres terminated (vgc) s/h 104.00 49.95 
Audio Innovations P.I M.M. phono stage (valve) ( mint) s/h 780.00 179.95 

*** GOOD HI-FI SEPARATES WANTED *** 
Don't forget we can offer mail order. 

All major credit ards accepted. 
Phone anytime with your wants, stock changing daily. 

All equipment is sold with warranties. 
We welcome part-exchange on any of the above. 

Affordable Audio is always keen to buy, ( or part-exchange) 
Good quality Hi-Fi separates in good condition. 
Especially top British manufacturers products! 

We can also sell your equipment for you on a 
commission basis. ( Lowest rates/best return) 

(Please phone Paul for details!) 

Distributor's New Year Clearance 

Minimum of 25% off distributor's dem stock. 

Jeff Rowland 
BPS1 battery power supply for Synergy pre-amp, list £3399, only £2350. 
Model 2 stereo power amp 75 wpc (8 ohms), list £4999, only £3450. 
Genesis 
Model 400 in superb rosewood, Arnie Nudell designed, metal coned 
bass and mid- range units, dipole ribbon tweeter, list £3999, only £2350. 
Primare 
301 fully balanced amplifier, 80 wpc (8 ohms), list £1699, only £1150. 
302 20 bit CD player, balanced outputs, list £1799, only £1250. 
Micromega 
Solo top loading one box player, latest model, list £2750, only £1895 
Data/Dialog transport and dac, latest model, list £4250, only £2950. 
Micromega Stage players, latest spec, Stage 4 only £395, Stage 5 only 
£495, Stage 6 only £649, Dac2 digital converter only £450. 
Minium 60 wpc amplifier only £259, Minium FM tuner only £199. 
Revox 
B780 FM tuner/amplifier, matches classic B77 tape machine, 70 wpc. 
Secondhand but with all boxes and manuals, only £349. 
Magnum Dynalab 
FTIO1A FM analogue tuner in black, current spec, superbly musical. 
Secondhand in near mint condition, but no packing, so only £495. 

For more details on the above items and many other 
bargains ask for our full clearance list. 

The Musical Design Company 
Thornwood Common, Epping, CM16 6LJ. 

01992 573030 

Papworth Audio Technology 
Fads. Trends and Flavours of the Month - a Cautionary Tale 

The latest audio fad is for low power amplifiers, driving very 
sensitive speakers. Of course, a few years ago you were nobody 
unless you were using megawatts to drive speakers with the 
sensitivity of a brick. These are extreme approaches to audio. We 

believe there's an alternative. Our numerous customers in Britain 
and abroad agree. 

Papworth to the Rescue! 

While the high and low power camps fought it out, we carried on 

with our own brand of extremism. Extremely high standards of 

build, finish and reliability, extremely good sound and extreme good 
looks. Our sensible range of power outputs allows system building 
with a wide range of loudspeakers. 

If you'd rather listen to music than be an audio extremist, we think 
you'll be extremely interested in the following: 

TVA10 Stereo Valve Power Amplifier 50wpc. 

TVA50 Stereo Valve Power Amplifier 50wpc. 

M100 Valve Monoblock pair 100wpc. 

M200 Valve Monoblock pair 200wpc. 

PPA6 Valve Line Preamplifier 

Extremely New Product! 

MVH-200 Hybrid Integrated Amplifier 
180 wEtts rms per channel-continuous 

£1950 

£1950 

£3800 

£4995 

£1750 

£1250 

PAPWORTH AUDIO TECHNOLOGY 

'Extremely Good Amplifiers' 

For an interesting chat, call: 

Colir Berresford. Papworth Audio (UK Distribution) 

Tel/Fax 01744-604578 
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HICAM 
GOOD QUALITY PRE OWNED EQUIPMENT 

BOUGHT SOLD PX 

Amps Speakers 

Audiolab 8000 c MK2 

Sony 540 Int. 100 WPC 

Pioneer DSP 200 

Yamaha DSP 1000 

Yamaha DSP 3090 

(6 months old) 

Naim 62 Old style 

Denson Beat 100 

£350 

£150 

£100 

£400 

£950 

£200 

£450 

Linn Pretek x 2 Powertek £600 

Audiolab 8000 C) Pre £750 

Audiolab 8000 

Mono Blocks £900 

Kef Celeste £40 

Mission 751 Blk £125 

Infinity VZ1 £40 

Revolver Purdey £40 

WAD 801 £40 

Rogers LS2/2A £100 

Mission 73C £80 

Neat Petite £325 

Bose Acoustimass 5 MK2 

(6 month old never used) £400 

Castle Winchester £850 

SD Acoustics OBS/R £500 

CD's 

Micromega Leader MK2 

Naim CD3 

Arcam Alpha 5 + 

£150 

£600 

£200 

Tape Decks/Tuners etc 

Yamaha KX 390 

Denon DRM1OX 

Nakamichi DR1 

Nakamichi 2 

Linn Basik/Akito K5 mint 

Stax Lambda Pro + SRDX Energiser 

£80 

£60 

£475 

£225 

£225 

£375 

Mon-Sun 10am - 8pm VISA Switch - Mastercard 
For further details Phone/FAX 01844 260182 

Mobile: 0973 233380 

This photo of one of our beautiful pieces 
of furniture was taken at midnight and has 

not come out too well. 
But for a clearer view of our wide range - 

the BEES KNEES 
in storage units for 

CDs Videotapes LPs 

Books Music Cassettes 
Hi -Fis TVs Video Etc Etc 

- Send for the Brochure from 

The Old Chapel . 282 Skipton Road 
Ian Edwards Harrogate . HG1 3HB 

Telephone: 01423 500442 
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DBFACOUSTICS Products 

Superior Quality 
Audio/Visual 

What makes our cables such Good value for money ? 
- Only available direct from manufacturer - No middle men, and 

no dealer margin - 14 day money back satisfaction guarantee - No 
expensive display packaging, we focus your money on the product. 

What makes our cables stand out from the rest ?  
- Substantial, solid build quality ensures consistent performance. 
- Advanced semiconductor technology eliminates noise to reveal low 
level detail, increase dynamics, and release the emotion in music. 

Black Velvet gold plated phono- phono Im E 29.99 
Black velvet 2 x phono - 4 or Spin DIN 1m E 29.99 
Black Velvet 4 x phono - Spin DIN Im E 39.99 
Black Velvet SE gold plated phono-phono 1m £ 39.99 
Azure gold plated phono-phono 1m E 49.99 
Azure 2 x phono - Spin DIN lm E 49.99 

Azure SE gold plated phono- phono 1 m E 74.99 
Fathom speaker cable 2m pair gold plated 4mm plugs E 48.00 

Jackson Pyramid Loudspeakers pair £229.00 

When ordenng DIN CDt>e5 please gnie the reguded configureten and dIrechonehty tot phono to DIN 

" The Black Velvet's unusually atmospheric sound proved 
engrossing over the long term. There was great insight 

into performances, thanks to an uncanny retrieval 
of low level subtleties." 

Black Velvet ( Noel Keywood - Hi-Ft World January 1997) 

"The [ Azure] cable is very accurate across the bandwidth. 
From the highest treble to the deepest bass it 

has no hidden nasties..." 
Azure ( Alan Sircom - Home Entertainment Sep/Oct 1997) 

Call now for your FREE 20 page catalogue 
Credit card facilities 

VISA C available for fast delivery E gig 
P&P 1.50 in UK Mainland, £ 5.00 International. 

DBF-Acoustics. 11 Fishers Mead, Puckeridge, WARE, Herts SG11 1SP 

24 hour Telephone/FAX: 01920 823 208 
www.dbf.u-net.com or e-mail sales@dbf.u-net.com 

M.A.F AUDIO EX DEM SALE 
WAS NOW 

Class'e CAP100 Integrated Amplifier R/C 
Densen DMIO 75 wpc Integrated Amplifier 
with MM phono stage 

Myryad Integrated Amplifier 60 wpc R/C MM phono 
Myryad Power Amp 60 wpc 
Alchemist Forseti Integrated 100 wpc 
Primare A20 Amplifier 60 wpc R/C 
Primare D20 CD Player 
EAD 11000 CD Transport with AT & T output 

Mirage MI Bipolar Speaker S/H 
Quad 63 & 57 Stands by MAF superb improvement in sound quality or 
your money back 

£1995 £ 1500 
£1575 £ 1000 

£700 £350 
£475 £300 
£950 £600 
£800 £650 
£800 £650 
£1375 £900 
£6000 £2000 

Phone Mike on Burton on Trent 
01283 538882 Mobile 0498 613233 Anytime 

mum% 
HEATHERDALE AUDIO LTD nu • 

HEATHERDALE PRE-OWNED GUARANTEED EQUIPMENT 
EXPORT FACILITIES AVAILABLE 
FORSELL AIR REFERENCE CD TRANSPORT AND 
DAC ONLY3 MONTHS OLD £15650 new offered for £8995 
MERIDIAN 606 D £695 
HELIUS Silver wired Tonearm £995 
QUAD FM3 Tuner Boxed/Mint Condition £150 
PINK TRIANGLE DaCapo Dac £895 
MARK LEVINSON ML3 200 Watt Dual Mono Amp £3195 
AUDIO NOTE 10 Limited cartridge & PSU £2750 
NAKAMICHI ZXL1000 Tape Deck - B&W Serviced £1895 
MARK LEVINSON No 29 Power Amplifier £1995 
LUXMAN C1000 Pre-Amp 8. M4000 Power Amp £1495 
VOYD Standard Turntable. MINT £1495 
AUDIO NOTE Kassai Silver Amplifier £19995 
MISSION 782 Loudspeakers with stands £250 
NAIM NAC 62 Pre-Amp with SNAPS PSU £295 
KEF 104 Loudspeakers £450 
CLEARAUDIO Signature Cartridge £750 
B & W 801 Series II with special addtions £2600 

202 FINDON ROAD, WORTHING, WEST SI.SSEX. FIN14 OU 
TEL. 01903-872288 OR (AFTER HOURS) 0)360 660001 FAX. 01903-872234 

e-mail: heatherdale@hifi-stereo.com latte//www.hill-stereo.com 

AUDIO NOTE M7 Silver Signature pre-amp £7000 AUDIO INNOVATIONS 300 Integrated Valve Amp £295 
KRELL KST 100B Balanced Power Amplifier £1495 TECHNICS S1030 Turntable £125 

BOULDER 250AE Power Amplifier MINT £1995 
KISEKI Blackheart Unused/Boxed (£1995) Special Offer £995 
YAMAHA CDX880 CD Player 
B & HI 801 Series II Loudspeakers 
MAGNAPLANAR 2a panel Speakers 
LYRA Parnassus DCT Cart. Ex Dem Guaranteed 
SONY ES Full system including DAT 
MARK LEVINSON 38S pre-amp ex-demo 
NAKAMICHI RX505E 3 Head Cassette Deck 
MILLER & KREISEL MX100 Subwoofer Excellent 

ALSO AVAILABLE FULL CELLO SYSTEM 
PLEASE ASK FOR DETAILS 

EX-DEM EXPOSURE FOUIPMENT AVAILABLE 
PLEASE TELEPHONE FOR LIST 

MAIN UK DEALERS FOR THIEL SPEAKERS 

FOR AN UP-TO-THE MINUTE LIST VISIT OUR WEB SITE: 
MBE MPH Mi-stereo.com 

ARCAM Delta Black Box 11 DAC Boxed 
AUDIO NOTE DAC 4 MINT/Boxed 
MARK LEVINSON 380S Pre-Amplifier 
STUDER A807 Pro, tape recorder MINT 
HEYBROOK Quartets & stands Ex Dem(2840) 
SPENDOR BC1 Loudspeakers with stands 
AUDIO NOTE ANS7 Step-up Transformer 
VOYD TibliSME V & Clearaudio Delta Cart. 
SOLSTICE AAD speakers with stands 
KRELL KAS Reference six box pre-amp 
JADIS Defy 7 stereo amp. mint 
AUDIO NOTE ANE/SE Loudspeakers silverwired 
REVOX B285 Receiver Mint/Boxed 
LUXMAN MO 3600 KT88 stereo power amplifier 
Q.E.D. Digit Dac & Positron PSU 
MARSTEN AUDIO Silhouette Dac & PSU Ex Dem 
LUMLEY Promenade SP1 Loudspeakers (NEW) 
MARK LEVINSON 333 Ex Dem Power Full Warranty 

£175 
£3995 
£5495 
£3750 
£595 
£175 

£3000 
£2495 
£495 

£3995 
£3695 
£3995 
£995 

£1295 
£125 
£760 
£250 

£5500 

£1995 
£950 

£1200 
£1495 
£4850 
£695 

£1195 

ALL USED CARTRIDGES ARE CHECKED UNDER A MICROSCOPE VISA - SWITCH - MASTERCARD-AMEX - DINERS CLUB WELCOME. 
BEFORE BEING OFFERED FOR SALE. WE TAKE PART EXCHANGE ON NEW & SED sTock AND BE IY IN FOR CASH 
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ORIGIN LIVE TURNTABLE KITS 

Standard & Ultra 
Now you can save money and build your own high 
performance deck. The standard kit version is offered at £ 145, 
and the ultra version at £249. Both decks come with a full set of 
drawings and guidance instructions. The kit allows for your 
creativity or there are optional parts that will enable you to 
assemble a tried and tested design within 2-4 hours. 

this Vinyl font end had my jaw heading towards the floor with 
the solidity and transparency of the music it was making"... 
" the standard came up with crystal clear images set in a broad 
sound stage"... " With all these goodies in place, the standard 
would give turntables at the W0047400 mark a hard time." 
HI-FI WORLD SUPPLEMENT NOV 97 

"is exceptionally easy to build and professional in both sound 
quality and appearance" 
HI Fl NEWS SUPPLEMENT NOV 97 

PLATTER 

e 

SUBPLATTER 
BEL 

MOTOR 

SPINDLE & BEARING HOUSE 

ORIGIN LIVE MODIFICATION FOR T HE 

RÉGA RB250 & RB300 ARM 
If you are the proud owner of one of these two arms why not 
turbocharge it into the league of super arms with the Origin live 
Structural modification:- £75 inc post & packing. Those 
investing in this upgrade report that the transformation is 
simply night and day. Rewiring with silver litz cable is also 
offered at an additional £70. 

"I have to say the Rega modifications turn this humble arm into 
a real Giant killer. Gone is the rather grey, sterile sound of the 
cooking Rega. Instead, tonal colour is fresh, dynamics have 
great speed and impact, and the sound stage is huge." HI Fl 
WORLD SUPPLEMENT NOV 97 ( structural modification only 
to a RB250) 

For arm modifications we normally return your arm in 2-3 days 

CROSS SECTION OF ARM END 

TIMEN). INDIO 

MIDE ROLE 

REGA ARM TM REPLACEMENT REAR STUS 

COUNTERWEIGHT FUGO ATTACHMENT DE 1101.T ADJUSTMENT 

For further information contact:-

Orkgin Live, 87 Chessel Crescent, Bitterne, 

Southampton, S019 4BT 

Tel: 01703 578877 / 442183 Fax: 01703 398905 

e mail: origin.live@virgin.net 

web site:http:/freespace.virgin.net/origin.live/index.html 

1994 

1995 

1996 

Interconnects & Speaker Cable 

El Best Speaker Cable 

Best Interconnect & Highly 

) Recommended Speaker Cable 

Best Interconnect & 

Best Speaker Cable 

Interconnects Speaker Cables 

Doesn't Your System Deserve The Best? 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION  

Please telephone, fax or write to 
Cable Talk, Unit 12, Farnborough Business Centre, 

Eelmoor Road, Farnborough, Hampshire, GU14 7XA. 

TEL: (01252) 373434 FAX: (01252) 371818 

Please quote HFW 4/98 

II J - HIGH END 
  AUDIO FOR 

DISPOSAL AT 
GIVE-AWAY 

Va la I III ! AM,/ VII •/À1 
PRICES! 

84 PENDARVES STREET, TUCKINGMILL, CAMBORNE CORNWALL 
TR14 8NJ 01209 710777 

New, Used and X-dem 

Acos Lustre arm 
Arcam Alpha Plus CD 
Arcam Dita 290 integrated amp 
Beyerdynamic DT51-1 headphones 
Dac Magic 1 
Densen-DP-02MC phono pre-amp 
Exposure VIINIII pre/power-amps 
Grado SR60 headphones 
Grado SR325 headphones 
Heybrook TT2/Linn Bask LVX 
Kinshaw Overture DAC 
Kinshaw mono-blocks and pre-amp 
Linn kairn pre-amp 
Micromega Minium amp 
Micromega Minium FM tuner 
Micromega Minium speakers 
Mission 752 loudspeakers 
Pioneer A-400 amplifier 
QED Vector Reference pre-amp 
QED Digit Plus DAC 
Revox B711 II cassette deck 
Revox B780 receiver 
Sanyo Plus N55 Noise reduction system 
SME 3012 arm 

Plus more, phone with your requirements. 
WE ARE DEALERS FOR THE FOLLOWING AUDIO PRODUCTS:-
AKG, Audio Techmca, Bandridge, Beyerdynamic, Bose, Cerwin Vega, Denon, 
Electrocompaniet. Goldring, Grado, Harman, JBL, JB Labs, Klipsh, Musical Technology, 
Neat Acoustics, Project, QED, Quad, Rotel, SME, Sugden, TDL, Teac, Thorens, Trichord 
Research, others please enquire. 

Also consult us to- your high (Or low) nend repaires/mods, CD re-clocking, laser disc AC3 
upgrade + more. We are a valve and transistor specialists. NOW FITTING BORDER 
PATROL POWER SUPPLY. Specialist cables supplied. 

DUE TO THE ADVENT OF TRICHORD CLOCK III, WE NOW HAVE A 
NUMBER OF CLOCK II UNITS FOR DISPOSAL. WE CAN OFFER 
THESE FITTED TO YOUR CD PLAYER OR TRANSPORT AT £99.00 
PLUS CARRIAGE. 

£90.00 U 
£250.00 U 
£350.00 U 
£75.00 N 
£99.00 U 

£200.00 U 
£400.00 U 
£60.00 N 
199.00 N 

£150.00 U 
£199.00 N 

£1400.00 U 
£700.00 U 
£200.00 X 
£200.00 X 
£200.00 X 
£300.00 U 
£165.00 U 
£269.00 N 
£150.00 N 
£450.00 U 
£700.00 U 
£300.00 U 
£200.00 N 
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SOUND- BYTES 
High Density Filler for Speakers and Stands 

ilfére is no doubt, that for maximum speaker performance, your stands or mass loadable 
tloorstanding speakers must be filled with a suitable mass loading material. Our small 
diamond shaped steel chips are designed to almost completely eliminate pillar and 
cabinet resonance that would normally adversely effect speaker performance. 

But don't just take our word for it, independent recommendations from the stand and 
saeaker manufacturers listed below speak for themselves as do the glowing reviews 
from the Hi-Fi press. In addition we have just celebrated a record breaking sales figure 
of 25 TONNES cf material sold throughout the UK over the last 12 months. All these 
sales and not a single complaint - only letters of thanks from satisfied customers! 

FOR MASS LOADING, THERE IS NO SUBSTITUTE! 
WHAT THE EXPERTS SAY: 

Not only was the bass tighterandbetter 
defined, but midrange became better 
focusedancltreble more precise." Dominic Beer. 

Hi-Fi World 

"listening tests proved conclusively 
to mymindthat SOUND-BYTES are 
thoroughly effective" 

Jonathan Kettle. 

CYBERFi 

RECOMMENDED BY THE FOLLOWING MANUFACTURERS: 

APOLLO, ATACAMA AUDIO, B&W, KLH, KUDOS, MISSION, 

MONITOR AUDIO, PARTINGTON, REVOLVER, RUARK, 

SOUNDSTYLE, SOUND ORGANISATION, TARGET 

"It'll improve your unfilled 
stands, budget or dear" Ken Kessler 

Hi- H News 

AVAILABLE MAIL ORDER FROM 

Colin Mackenzie 's 
HI- FI-CORNER 

Scotland's No.1 
Hi-Fi Company 

Tel: 0131 556 7901 
ONLY £24.95 + £5.00 P&P 

AUDIOLAB-TANNOY - DENSEN - BOSE - AUDIOQUEST- ARCAM - REGA - AUDIO ANALOGUE - UNISON RESEARCH - OPERA 
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Multi-room - How would you like a home in which no wires or speakers were seen, and the equipment was 
hidden? Why not come in and have a demonstration of our ' multi-room' system. 

Kerrs Commercial - Professional installation of background music systems. 

Budget Hi-Fi - At James Kerr we use our skill to pick the best value Hi-Fi systems from £250 to whatever your 
bank manager allows. Plus quality mini systems from TEAC and Denon. 

Rental - of TV. video recorders. Hi-Fi and home cinema equipment. ,be 

Quality DJ Equipment - Turntable and mixer packages from Tech-
nics. KAM, and Vestax starting at £400. 

Home Cinema - Listen to a wide range of fantastic home cinema 
equipment products in our audio visual suite. 

From our original premises in Sauchiehall Street, 
and then onto our previous address at Woodlands 
Road, James Kerr has been giving expert advice to 

enthusiasts for the best part of fifty years. What 
has not changed, however, is the traditional values 

of good service and advice. 

We have in our dedicated listening rooms not only 
the best in quality Hi-Fi but also: 

High End Audio - Listen to some serious Hi-Fi. We have exclusive dealerships on some of the best equipment 
available. 

e_ 

«MM. 

ASK FOR JAMIE OR COLIN 

145 BATH STREET 
GLASGOW 

TEL: 0141 226 5711 
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TEAC - PROJECT - ORTOFON - MICHELL - TARGET - QED - MARANTZ - NAD - DENON -KELVIN - PANASONIC - SOUND-BYTES 



CODE 

Make 

Arcam 
Arcam 
Audiolab 
Audiolab 
Audiolab 
Castle 
Castle 
Celestion 
Celestion 
Cyrus 
Cyrus 
Linn 
Meridian 
Meridian 
Merdian 
Mission 
Nad 
Nairn 
Naim 
Naim 
Naim 
Pioneer 
Quad 
Rega 
Rotel 
Rotel 
Target 
Yamaha 
Yamaha 
Yamaha 
Yamaha 
Yamaha 
Yamaha 
Yamaha 
Yamaha 
Yamaha 

KEY - N = NEW X = EX OEM S = SECOND HAND 

Model Description 

Alpha 6 Amplifier 
Alpha 8 CD Cd Player 
8000 A Amplifier 
8000 S Amplifier 
8000 CD Cd Player-Ex Dem but unused! 
Isis Bookshelf Loudspeaker-Mahogany 
Severn II Loudspeaker of the year 1997-Yew 
9 2 Way Loudspeakers 
A 1 Loudspeakers with Stands Black 
Cyrus 1 Amplifier 
Remote Remote Control 
Tukan Loudspeakers 
501 V Preamplifer 
541 AV Processor 
566 Digital to Analogue converter 
733i Loudspeaker - £100 OFF 
910 Surround Sound Processor 
HICAP Power Supply Old Style 
NAC 32 Pre Amplifier Old Style 
NAC 32.5 Pre Amplifer Old Style 
NAP 110 Power Amplifer Old Style 
CLD D925 Laserdisc Player - HALF PRICE! 
77 Preamp Pre-amplder 
Planar 78 78 rpm Turntable 
RB 960 Power Amplifer 
RB 970 Power Amplifer 
MB3W 165 Wide modular equipment rack 
DSPA 2070 Prologic Amplifier - HALF PRICE! 
DSPA 990 Prologic Amplifier - HALF PRICE! 
DSPA 590 1996 Pro-logic Amplifier of the year 
DSPA 592 Pro-logic - Dolby Digital Upgradable 
DSPA 492 Pro-logic Amplifier 
DSPE 492 Pro-logic Processor 
DSPE 1000 Pro-logic Processor 
KX 580 SE Dolby B.0 & S Cassette Deck 
KX 690 Dolby B. C. S & 3 Head ra%sette Deck 

Code Stock R.R.P. Now 

S 1 £330.00 £200.00 

X 1 £520.00 £375.00 
X 2 £500.00 £400.00 
X 1 £700.00 £560.00 
X 1 £1,000.00 £800.00 
X 1 £250.00 £ 175.00 
N 1 £670.00 £600.00 
N 1 £290.00 £ 190.00 
X 1 £ 1,100.00 £700.00 
S 1 £279.00 £ 100.00 
S 1 £100.00 £25.00 
S 1 £475.00 £250.00 
X 1 £700.00 £400.00 
X 1 £1,100.00 £695.00 
X 1 £1,095.00 £795.00 
X 82 £300.00 £230.00 
S 1 £400.00 £ 150.00 
S 1 £800.00 £350.00 
S 1 £370.00 £200.00 
S 1 £250.00 
S 1 £200.00 
N 2 £800.00 £400.00 
N 1 £850.00 £680.00 
S 1 £215.00 £ 125.00 
S 1 £225.00 £ 150.00 
S 1 £225.00 £ 160.00 
X 1 £200.00 £ 140.00 
N 2 £ 1,100.00 £499.00 
N 2 £900.00 £399.00 
X 1 £350.00 £200.00 
X 2 £330.00 £300.00 
X 2 £250.00 £225.00 
X 2 £250.00 £2250.00 
S 1 £600.00 £275.00 
X 3 £250.00 £215.00 
X 2 £400.00 £300.00 

12 Regent Street, Rugby, Warwickshire, CV22 5LP 

Tel: 01788 540772 Fax 01788 542170 

diverse vinyl 
12 Upper Dock Street Newport Gwent NP9 1DF. 9am-5.30pm Mon - Sat. 

Internet site http://www.diverse-music.co.uk 
phone/fax 01633 259661 / 256261 E Mail :- sales@diverse-music.clx.co.uk 

-Mastercard - Visa- Catalogues available -Amex-Switch-JCB-

Bluetones 
Catatonia 
Ian Brown 
John's Children 
John's Children 
Mark Eltzel 
Michael Head 
Miles Davis (very limited) 
Pearl Jam 
Shellac 
Terry Cattier 
Yes 

Air 
Air 
Air 
Albert Ayler 
Blur 
Bob Dylan 
Carlos Garnett 
Dave Pike 
Deep Purple 
Deep Purple 
Deep Purple 
Deep Purple 
Donald Byrd 
Freakwater 
Goldie 
Grant Green 
Groove Holmes 
High Llamas 
John Lee Hooker 
Mark Murphy 
Matthew Sweet 
Omette Coleman 
Pixies 
Pixies 
Pixies 
Shirley Scott 
Sonny Terry/B McGhee 
Sonny Terry.B McGhee 
Will Haven 

New And Forthcoming Releases 

Return From the Last Chance 
International Velvet (plus 12") 
Unfinished Monkey Business 
Jagged Time Lapse - 180gm 
Smashed Blocked - 180gm 
Caught In A Trap Cant Back 
Magical World of the Strands 
Panthalassa - 2 LPs - 180gm 
Yield 
Terraform - 180gm 
Timepiece 
Something Coming (bbc sess) 

Current And Recent Releases 

Moon Safari 
Premieres Symtomes op 
Le Soleil Est Paes De Moi op 
Bells/Prophecy - 180gm 
Blur - 2LP 
Time Out Of Mind - 2LP 
Black Love 
Let The Minstrels Play On 
Made In Japan - 2LP 
In Rock - 2LP 
Fireball - 2LP 
Machine Head - 2LP 
Harlem Blues 
Springtime 
Saturnzreturn - 4LP 
Green Blues 
Shippin Out 
Cold And Bouncy - 2LP 
Sittin Here Thinkin 
Brazil Song 
Altered Beast 
Town Hall 1962 - 180gm 
Doolittle/Surfer Rosa/ each 
Bossanova/Trompe le each 
C'mon Pilgrim 
Oasis 
Hootin 
You Here Me Talkin 
El Diablo 

£TBC 
£11.50 
£10.90 
£8.90 
£8.90 
£9.90 
£8.90 

£13.90 
£10.90 
£11.90 
£10.90 
£11.90 

£11.90 
£6.90 
£6.90 

£14.90 
£12.50 
£13.90 
£8.90 
£8.90 

£15.90 
£15.90 
£15.90 
£15.90 
£8.90 
£8.90 

£16.90 
£8.90 
£8.90 
£11.90 
£8.90 
£8.90 
£9.90 

£10.90 
£6.60 
£6.60 
£6.60 
£8.90 
£8.90 
£8.90 
£8.90 

P and P £ 1.00 1st LP additional LPs 50p each (max £3.50) 

cartr dyes 

denon 
dnm 

goldring 
lyra 

orltofon 
seniko 

sables 

audioquest 
cable talk 

chord company 

dnm 
heybrook 

ixos 
lumber 

kontak 
If d 

nordost latIirte 
ortofon 

qed 
sonic link 
trichord 

van den hul 
xla 

headphones 

beyer 
ergo 

grado 
jecklin 

sennheiser 

stax 

stands 

elphason 
frameworks 
sound org'n 

something solid 
soundstyle 

stand's unique 
target 

accessories 

audroquest 
creek 

densen demagic 
discwasher 

earmax 
goldring 

pros 

kontak 
michell 
milty 

monarchy 

moth 
musical fidelity 

nordost 
pixall 

qed 
rms 

shure 
trichord 
zerostat 

hardware 

atc 
audio analogue 

audiomeca 
audio physic 

audio synthesis 
densen 

gracif 
harbeth 
jm labs 
michell 

nva 
nordost 

gin 
rogers 
royd 

sequence 
sugden 

teac 
thorens 
trichord 

unison research 

ipswi 
signal 

ipswic 
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post 
(post 
haste) 
phone, fax or write for price 
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list / newsletter 

Doc ot the be( upgrodeS 
please phone tor deto‘15 

Audlomeca Damnation CD transport with 
Trichord Clock II & PSU (£1150) s/h 

£675 

Audioquest "indigo plus" 3m bi-wire loud-
speaker cable terminated with 4mm plugs 
(£120) £75 

Beard P100 power amplifier. Good condition. 
A true valve power house. s/h   £675 

Conrad Johnson Premier Three preamplifier 
with phono stage. Excellent condition, fitted 
with Kimber mains kable. s/h £925 

Conrad Johnson PVIO line level preamplifier. 
18 months old. Perfect, re-valved with military 
spec General Decides. s/h 6995   £725 

Grant G6OS integrated valve amplifier with 
phono stage. Extensively rewired with audio-
quest cable and re-valved. Big, black & a bit 
ugly but really rather good!   £500 

Harbeth loudspeakers. Price cuts on the 
entire HI; range. Up to 33% off. Applies to all 
models in all veneers. All latest spec. Call! 

NAIM 32.5 preamplifier. Good condition, line 
only s/h   £200 

NAIM Hi cap old style good condition s/h 
  £280 or £250 with above 

NAIM 140 power amplifier. Old style, excellent 
£280 

Spendor 2030 slim, pretty, discrete floor 
,tanding loudspeakers with excellent bass 
• • xtenslon and laid - back delivery. Excellent 
_•ondition, boxed s/h (£599)   £295 

Sugden A2la pure class A integrated amplifi-
er. Perfect, boxed, s/h (6739)   £475 

Sugden Symetra 50 watt pure class A 
monobloc power amps. Perfect, boxed, s/h 
(£1575) as illustrated in the Sugden ads .. £795 

Trichord pulsewlre interconnects. 3x lm pairs 
with Neutrik phonos (£ 168) s/h .. £90 each 

signale 
L., 1 

hi-fi for grown-ups 

ch(01473)622866 
s martlesham heath 

h suffolk IP5 3UA 

0 1 4 7 3 ) 6 3 1 5 8 8 

nq@signals.demon.co.uk 

gnals.demon.co.uk/ 
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The HI-End 
5 Rucks Lane 
Barnes 
London SW13 OBD 
teL 0181 878 0066 

O'Brien Hi-Fi 
60 Durham Rd 
West Wimbledon 
London SW20 OTW 
tel: 0171 946 1528 

London HI-Fi Services 
North London 
Contact Colin on: 
tel: 0171 263 1015 

J & A Cameras 
85 Boutport Street 
Barnstaple 
devon EX3I ISR 
tel: 01271 324384 

Omega Electronics 
Kent 
01732 848268 

Stow Sound 
Gt. Finborough 
Suffolk 
01449 770953 

Replay 
Chester 
tel/fax: 01244 401290 

Mike Manning Audio 
110 Middle Street 
Yeovil 
tel: 01935 479361 

The Right Note 
Bath 
01225 874 728 

Olivia Audio 
Essex 
tel: 01702 585 865 

May Audio 
W. Yorkshire 
tel: 01535 632700 
tax: 01535 632887 

8.1.L. Audio 
For Northumberland 
and Newcastle 
tel: 01670 788671 

SONNETEER 

"I suddenly remembered I was 
supposed to be reviewing the amp 

rather than sitting there transfixed..." 
Hi-fi World Oct 97 

...a liquid flow of musical delight" 
Hi-Fi News Sept 96 

"...a taste of the high-end at a snip.." 

Hi-Fi world Dec 97 

"The best..." Hi-Fi News 97 

Sonneteer. PO Box 163c, 

Esher. KT10 OYH 

t. 0181 286 6661 f. 0181 286 6661 

THE EMPORIUM 
28 St Nicholas Street, Diss, Norfolk IP22 3LB 

Tel/Fax: 01379 650744 

CD A DAC's 

CD's I DAC's Cost Price 
MICROMEGA 111CRODAC 350 200 
MISSION DACS ( ultra smooth) 300 100 
MERIDIAN 200 traosport 1000 450 
PIONEER PLI ONO CD/Laserdisc player I 20 
KINSIIAW PERCEPTION DA( TOO 250 
Lien Mimic IDO 
ROKSAN AOK-DP1 SPACESHIP STYLE TRANSPORT 6S0 

VALVE-AMPS 

CONCORDANT EXHILIRANT LINE VALVE PRE 850 400 
EAR LINE INTEGRATED VALVE AMP 859 850 
EMI PHONOSTAGE 325 
ART AUDIO TEMPO MONOILOCKS 
(LOADS Of WELLY) 2400 1200 
GAMMA AEON MONOILOCKS ORIGINAL 
ANDY GROVE MODEL WITH UPRATED PSU 5000 J- 2500 
MAID 111A 100 MKII LINE LEVEL 
INTEGRATED AMP, ACRES OF CHROME 
HUNDREDS OF VALVES 1500 150 
AUDIO RESEARCH DIO POWERAMP. 
A POWERHOUSE 2000 900 
COUNTERPOINT SAT PHONO AND LINE PREAMP, 
AN OLD KESSLER RAVE 400 
ORANGE VALVE PRE WITH MM I LINE INPUTS 150 
AUDIO INNOVATIONS SERIES SOO INTEGRATED 
WITH MM 1000 500 
GAMMA GEMINI SINGLE ENDED 
LINE LEVEL INTEGRATED 700 350 
CROFT 3 OIL STEREO POWER AMP 750 
AUDIO RESEARCH SP 14 1400 
AUDIO INNOVATIONS CLASSIC 25 400 
TRILOGY 948 1101101LOCKS 100 WATTS 3000 1350 
AUDIO INNOVATIONS TOO POWER AMP 429 200 
CAOFT SERIES Y ILAC1 POWER AMP 650 (NEW) 325 
LEAR 1110.1 MONOILOCK WITH ORIGINAL NUT 
REWOUND OP TO 400 
AUD1ON COI LINE LEVEL VALVE PRE 200 
NO NAME VALVE PHONOSTAGE 100 
MI 20 WATT VALVE MONOILOCKS 400 
PAMPHONIC 2001 ORIG MONOILMS UNSING 1066 650 

LOUDSPEAKERS 

IAMO CONCERT 11 2000 1200 
IMPULSE N2 NORA LOADED IlEASTIES 2200 1 100 
SPENDOR ICI SPEAKERS NOTED 115 
'ANNOY LITTLE GOLD MONITORS. MODERN DUAL 
COKE AERIES 1400 1000 
IOW P2I1 FLOORSTANDERS WITH IONOFANE 
TWEETERS' 400 
LINN KAIEILS, ILAC1 ACTIVE WITII TUNE 101 2400 1000 
THIEL ( SI.2 PIANO ILACR FLOORSTANDERS 1300 100 
MIMI IRLO ILK' SMALL FLOORSTANDERS. 
VERY DE TilliD 1000 110 
MERIDIAN ARGENT /TEDIUM SITE STANDMOUNT 1000 150 
LINN MEWS TEAK FLOORSTANDERS 800 110 
LOO/SA SEVERAL PAIRS IN STOCK, RING FOR DETAILS ALSO 
WANTED 300* 
CASTLE WINDSORS, LARGE FLOORSTANDERS 650 350 
QLN QUEUES 350 200 
LINN ISOIARIKS AND STANDS NOSED 600 
QUAD ESL SI NICE RACK PAIR 500 
LOWTHER MOUSTAS GUTTY PAIR 300 
MIRAGE MI PIANOOLACE FLOORSTANDERS NAIS DOWN TO 
17110 6000 ( NEW) 3000 
CASTLE SEVERN 10XED. CARBON FIORE DRIVE UNIT 350 
EPOS [ III MKT WITH STANDS ISO 
LOWTHER TP1 SINGLES MID PAIRS IN STOCK RING FOR 
DETAILS 
REGA ELE 180 
SILT LAMIDA SIGNATURE WITH MITI VALVE ENERGISER 100 
IliW 102 MATRIX 18 MINI OLD COST 1,100 1400 
¡ANNOY It MONITOR GOLD WITH K- OVER, SINGLE ONLY 17S 
SONUS FANER ELECTA ABHOR 1000 ( NEW) 1500 

TURNTABLES/CARTRIDGES 

GOLDR1NG EROICA moving cool. lie output 60 
GOLDR1NG EROICA low output. boxed as new IS 
GOLDRING 1041 mail order post free 120 

ORTOFON MC 10 boxed 
DECCA LONDON. GOLD. ' cupped with Wean part.* hp 1 a 

VOID io black wick split phase psu, acrylic. 
3 motors etc 100 
ROKSAN XERXES, WALNUT led spit power supply and 
modified R1300 arrn and OITOFON /1(10 super moving coil 
cerulean 550 
ORIGINAL CAMILLO AM TURNIAILE with open style 
E yak., arm 100 
STD turntable 100 
SYSTENDECK II biscuit tin Ira lid and vote arm TOO 
HO VERDOR TIT come on someone as a i aria. 150 
THOMAS TOISA 120. 10160 140. ADC accitrac automat, 
turntable wick remote 
HUES Onto. AUDIONOTE bodged 

UNIE PSU FOE ORACLE 
SLATE AUDIO PLINTH FOR 311 1101ED 
Oracle Delphi/well tempered 
Linn LP I 2/1.1neo/Ittok, all black 
OE Slate writable, D/EInve TT with pivoted 
Urnarerlor arm 
Ortolon roman cartrodne very haltt nse 
Uni in Live Oasis R willt RE I00 
PR EC 6.15 hireable/arm 
SIM A FORCE S.S TARATHUSTRA/SIVE V boxed 

700 300 
TOO 
150 
300 
900 

CASSETTE DECKS A TUNERS 

NAKIIIICHI 600 EXCELLENT 
LEAK TROUGMLINE 2 WITH STUDIO IT DECODER rAED FM2 VALVE NUT MATCHES 21 PRE 
LIAD FI44 TUNER 
IT NAT 01, WITH NAPST, OLD STILE 

PIONEER US 620 330 ( NEW) 
MOE A77 4- TRACE 1000D WITH DUST COVES, NEI 
ADAPTORS 
INST, 1001 
REVOX 1160 DIGITAL DINER 

SOLID STATE AMPS 

900 

400 
550 
COI 
300 

(3000 

140 
150 
100 
210 
1050 
16S 

275 
300 

MERIDIAN 201 REMOTE CONTROL PRE AMP ISO 
NUANCE PLENITUDE PREAMP. VERY DETAILED SOUND. SORT 
OF CROSS 1FTWEEN MAIM I DNA 450 
MAIM 62/140 old style 550 
HAIR WAIT ONE 150 
HAIR MAC 12 8 HOMEIREW PSU 100 
PS AUDIO PASSIVE/MODEL TWO PRE/POWER 300 
PS AUDIO S 5 PRE AND PSU, FULLY ADJUSTAILE PHONO 
INPUTS NICE FRUMP 450 
PS AUDIO MODEL TWO ( PLUS STEMPOWER AMPS WITH 
SEP PSUS 
IVID MUM EACH350 
QUAD 34/405. DIN PLUGS 300 
QUAD 33/103 150 
ARUM DELTA 1 10/1)0 PRE/ POWER 100 WATTS' 200 550 
MICHEL ALECIO MONO BLOCKS 1351144 VAGIR 400 

JOHN SHE ARMO REFERENCE ONE PRE AMP 1500 HO 
MOTH MONOBLOCKS 250 
NAIR HAIT 3 WITH MC 400 
LINN IMO/SPARK 1300 600 
MICHELL ISO/MA 350 
HIC MARL ARGO HR WITH HORA 100 
NARAMICHI 1A3 AMP 150 
MAILER 101 PR A P lOt 
ELECIAOCOMPANIET ELECTRO CO CLASS A POWER AMP 1400 

The 

PURPLE 
Hi-Fi & AV Room 

FREE NATIONWIDE DELIVERY 

QUALITY NEW & USED HI-FI AT BARGAIN PRICES 
BUDGET TO ESOTERIC 

ILL TYPES OF HI-FI & AV, CURRENT & SECONDHAND 
AVAILABLE TO ORDER AT LOW PRICES 

III-FI R.R.P PURPLE PRICE 
SYSTEMDEK2/2RB300,1012GX (SH) £750 £450 

GYRODEC. BLACK & CLEAR. RB300 (SH) £1025 £750 

REGA FtB300 (XD) £175 £100 

ROTEL RCD975 (XD) £450 f275 
MARANTZ CD17KI SIG (SH) £1300 £300 

YAMAHA 10(690 £400 £250 

QUAD 405/2 (SH) £450 £200 

A.V. R.ILP PURPLE PRICE 
YAMAHA DSPA3090 (XD) £1500 £1000 

YAMAHA DSPA990 (XD) £900 £350 

PANASONIC NVHD660(N) £500 £380 

YAMAHA DSFE1000(N) £700 £300 

LOUDSPEAKERS R.R.P. PURPLE PRICE 

ACOUSTIC ENERGY AS 109 BLACK/ROSE) (N) £350 £280 

B&W P4 (ROSE NUT) (XD) £675 £400 
KEF REFERENCE MODEL ONE (R/WOOD) (XD) £1200 £700 

KEF 104/3 RAYMOND COOKE S.E (SANTOS R/WOOD)(SH) £2000 £1000 

EPOS ES II + STANDS (ROSE) (SH) £575 £275 

KEF REFERENCE MODEL FOUR (ROSE) (SH) £3100 £2200 

IN). NEW (XD). EX (SH) . SECOND 

DEMO HAND 

TEL: 0498 812 824 *SHOWROOM 
FAX: 0131 662 032 OPENING SOON* 

MANTRA AUDIO 
CARTRIDGE SELECTION STYLUS REPLACEMENT STYLI 
Audio Technica 

AT 95 E 
AT 110 E 
AT OC 9 

Denon 
DL 110 £70 £55 EX 
DL 304 £190 £160 EX 

Goldring 
1012 GX £74 £48 
1022 GX £90 £60 
1042 £110 £74 
Eroica ( LX or H) £102 £78 EX 
Elite £200 £153 EX 
Excel VX £446 £342 EX 

Grado 
Prestige Black £44 £24 
Prestige Gold £134 £74 

Ortofon 
510 £32 £22 
MC 15 Super II £120 £102 EX 
MC 25 FL £210 £178 EX 
MC 10 Supreme £263 £224 EX 
MC 20 Supreme £330 £280 EX 
MC 30 Supreme £392 £333 EX 
Rohmann £725 £645 EX 

Shure 
V 15 V XMR £265 £178 
SC 35 X £29 £20 

EX - Exchange price against any type of 
moving coil cartridge 

See our Website for full selection, 

special offers and technical data 

http://www.mantra-audio.co.uk 

£21 
£25 
£280 

£13 
£13 
£210 EX 

ADC XLM Mk III 

Akal AN 5. AN 60 

AN2. AN 70 

Dual DN 145 E. ON 165 E 
GoldrIng GII00 Super E 

JVC DT 55. DT 60 
National EPS 24 CS, P 30 0, P 33 0 

Orlolon FF 15 E II, VMS 20 E II, OM 20 

510 

Pioneer PH 210, PH 220, PH 240 

Shure N 75C,SC 35C. 

N 75 ED 72, N 75 EJ T2 

N 95 ED, N 95 EJ. N 75 3 ( 78) 
VN 35 E 

N 95 HE, N 97 HE. VN 35 HE 

Sony ND 142 G. ND 150 G. ND 155 

CN234 

£13.50 

f9 

£11 

£13.50 

£13.50 

f9 

£9 

£13.50 

£22* 

£9 

£9 

£11 

£13.50 

£16.50 

£22 

CO 

£11 

•• • OVER 500 STYLI TYPES STOCKED • • • 
All Swiss quality diamond styli except • originals 

ORTOFON DJ PACKS ( CARTRIDGE + 2 STYLI) 

Concorde Pro SSS Pack 

Concorde Nightclub SSS Pack 

Concorde Nightclub Eff Pack 

Concorde DJ SSS Pack 

f67 Stylus £15 

£106 Stylus £27 

f82 Stylus f33 

£82 Stylus f21 

SWITCHING & CONTROL UNITS 

OED MAI7 2 Way Speaker Switch ( Series) 
MATS 2 Way Speaker Switch ( Parallel) 
MA33 3 Way Speaker Switch 
MB42 4 Way Speaker Switch 
MA1B Headphone Volume Control 

LOUDSPEAKER CABLE & INTERCONNECTS 

OED CIM/10 OudosMicro 10m 
OS/100 Godos Original 10m 
CC127 Gold Banana Plugs (Imm 4 No 

RECORMISC CLEANER KIT REFILL 

£23.00 
£211.00 
£36.00 
£43.00 
C36.00 

£15. 00 
£25.00 
£6.00 

Milty Permaclean % Ord Meaner 
Permastai Anh-slatic Spray 

Discriasner CD Cleaner 

C12 00 
LIZ 00 
£14 00 

CO 00 
C8 00 
£5 50 

MAIL ORDER ( 1.10 DAYS) PRICES INC P&P) ARE BEST WE CAN OFFER THROUGH COMPETITIVE SOURCING UK & 

MAINLAND EUROPE - ALL ITEMS CARRY FULL MANUFACTURERS GUARANTEE - 
PLEASE NOTE WE 00 NOT ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS - 

OVERSEAS CUSTOMERS PLEASE AN CS 00 TO OROERS OVER f50 IN VALUE TO COVER INSURANCE 

Tel/Fax ( 01757) 288652 e-mail. enquirywmantra-audio co uk 

MANTRA AUDIO ( HFW), 22 GARTH AVENUE. NORTH DUFFIELD. SELBY. NORTH CORKS 108 7RP 
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Test Results 

MEASURED PERFORMANCE 

ONO STAGE 
SONIC FRONTIERS 

PHONO 1 

Much like our own KLPP1 designed 

a few years ago by Andy Grove, 

Sonic Frontiers phono stage utilises 

the incredible dynamic range of 

valves in conjunction with low-noise 

I-FIT inputs to offer a "universal" 

phono stage, one lacking an 

additional MC (Moving Coil) gain 

stage with obligatory MM/MC 

switch.. Instead, the SF provides a 

single, fixed MC-compatible gain of 

x500. 

This means the stage swings 

relatively high output volts when fed 

PINK. TRIANGLE 
NUMERAL 

The frequency response shown was 

ootained with a frequency sweep 

rather than our usual impulse 

method because the Numeral 

wouldn't trigger on the impulse. As 

can be seen from the oscillogram, 

there is a gentle roll-off at higher 

frequencies which ensureS 

smoothness. 

Distortion measurements were 

very good, as were the separation 

figures, demonstrating that Pink 

Triangle are well on the ball 

digitally. The -30dB trace shows 

small amounts of harmonic 

distortion which are predominantly 

odd-order - this could lead to an 

edginess to the sound, but because 

of the low levels shouldn't cause any 

problems. Output is a little high at 

2.2V but overall the Numeral is well 

engineered. KB 

Frequency Response 4Hz-20kHz 

Distortion (°/0) 

-6dB 

HI-FI WORLD 

left right 

0.0035 0.0036 

a strong MM (Moving Magnet) input 

signal. However, since MMs rarely 

produce much more than 10mV on 

occasional peaks, average output 

hovering around 5mV, with MMs 

this stage will produce 2.5V-5V 

output max, not enough to overload 

the odd buffered input. 

Frequency response was flat from 

5Hz up to 128kHz, following the 

RIAA curve very closely throughout. 

Since there is no warp filtering, 

warped records and resultant 

loudspeaker cone tlap will be a 

problem with some set-ups/LPs. 

Distortion was low at 0.2% 

maximum, second harmonic only - 

-30dB 

-60dB 

-90dB 

-90dB dithered 

Separation (dB) 

lkHz 

20kHz 

Noise 

with emphasis 

Dynamic range 

Output 

Distortion 

0.021 0.022 

0.29 0.38 

29.2 30.4 

13.7 15.6 

left right 

117 118 

101 94 

-106dB 

-106dB 

117dB 

2.2V 

not a subjective problem at all. Input 

noise was exceptionally low, 

measuring just 0.1pV. 

SF have put some very good 

circuits into the Phono 1 to make it a 

fine design. NK 

Frequency response 

Separation 

Equivalent input noise 

Distortion 

Gain 

Overload 

level 

(dB) 

+0.5 

-0.5 

5Hz-128kHz 

90dB 

0.1pV 

0.2% 

x500 

100mV in/50V out 

Frequency response 

62 frequency (Hz) 25k 
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-71 "I had a long time to listen to 
these large uncompromising 

£6000 floor standers, the first 
speakers to make my monster 
mosfet power amp look a tad 

pale. As with all acoustics 
there is a trade-off depending 

on what you want to achieve 
and you will need a damn good 
amplifier to get the best out of 

these demanding loudspeakers. 
They are astonishingly even 
(both measured and audibly), 

whilst also displaying 
commendable neutrality and 
openness. They demand 

enormous amounts of power. If 
you can oblige, the PLLts will 
delight you with their spot-on 
musicality, warmth and obvious 

pedigree. They have superb 
scale and dynamics, and some 
of the deepest bass in the 
business. Seriously serious 

audiophiles and liquid music 
lovers should note that the 
PLLls would trounce the 

• majority..." 

• Douglas Floyd-Douglas 

Hi-Fi World Feb. 98 

PS: We also make very good amplifiers. 

Zouch Audio Ltd 
Ashby 

Midlands 

01530 414 128 

.1 

ORCHID 
PRECISION AUDIO 

Sounds-of-Music 

Tunbridge Wells 

South Coast 

01892 547 003 

Or call us for 

any further 

information 

01608 684 694 

IAN HARRISON HI-FI 
HIFI AT DISCOUNT PRICES. FREE NATIONWIDE DELIVERY 

TRADE IN YOUR OLD MOVING COIL CARTRIDGE & SAVE UP TO 45% OFF THE RRP 

CARTRIDGE & STYU 

TEL: 01283 702875 
9am- 9pm 

INCLUDING SUNDAYS 

DENON 
SHURE 
AUDIO TECHNIC, 
GOLDRING 
AUDIOQUEST 
TRANSFIGURATION 
LONDON (DECCA) 
ARCA/vl 
GRADO 
ROKSAN 
VAN DEN HUL 
ORTOFON 
6, OTHERS 
AUDIO NOTE 
WILSON BENFSCH 
DNM 

TONEARMS CASSETTE DECKS COMPACT DISC 

ROKSAN 
SME 
MOTH 
'WILSON BENESCH 

TURNTABLE 

SME 
TECHNICS 
STRATOSPHERE 
6. OTHERS 

HIFI 
LOUDSPEAKERS FURNITURE 

HARBETH 
ATC 
QUAD 
SONY 
ROD 

HEADPHONES 

SENNHEISER 
BEYER 
SONY 
AKG 
GRADO 
AUDIO-
TECHNICA 

l•• 

CDS 
RECORD 
CD'S 

*PFICTNE OR WRITE 
R DETAILS 

APOLLO 
SOUND STYLE 
PROJEKT 
SOUND 
ORGANISAllON 

CABLES 

SONIC LINK 
AUDIOQuEST 
AUDIO-TECHNicA 
VAN DEN HUL 
GOLDRING 
QED 

REEL-REEL 

STUDER 
TASCAK1 

PIONEER 
TEAC 
SONY 
DENON 
YAMAHA 
MARANTZ 
TASCAM 

DAT 

PIONEER 
TEAC 
TASCAM 
SONY 
FOSTEX 

MINI DISC 

SONY 

CDR 
QUAD 

PIONEER DENON 
MARANTZ 
PIONEER 
YAMAHA 
MARANTZ 
PHILIPS 
6. OTHERS 

*All GOODS ARE BRAND NEW 6, BOXED 
VVITH FULL U.K. GUARANTEES. NO 
EX/DEM OR EX DISPLAY GOODS. NO 

GREY IMPORTS. 

PIONEER 
TEAC 
SONY 
DENON 
YAMAHA 
MARANTZ 
QUAD 
PHILIPS 
CREEK 

TUNERS 

SONY 
DENON 
PIONEER 
YAMAHA 
MARANTZ 
QUAD 
PHILIPS 

AMPLIFIERS 

BLANK TAPES / DISCS 

ANIPFX 
JVÇ 
SCOTCH 
FUJI 

LEASE PHONE TO CONFIRM PRICE & AVAILAB LITT PRIOR TO ORDERING. GOODS 
ARE NOT SUPPLIED ON APPROVAL. SORRY, NO GENERAL CATALOGUES. PLEASE 
HONE OR WRITE FOR SPECIFIC REVIEWS, BROCHURES OR PRICES. 

AIL ORDER ONLY FROM; IAN HARRISON, 7 MILL HILL, REPTON, 
ERBY, 0E65 6GO. TEL: 01283 702875. 9am - 9pm INCLUDING SUNDAYS. 

o 

swept 

e 
• • , ett:,* • - 
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Border PCF0 
Valve Amplifier Power Supply Upgrade £595.00 

Off board valve rectified, choke input filter power supply for Valve 
Amplifiers This upgrade reduces distortion, increases resolution and 
strengthens bass performance and dynamics if you like the sound of 
your valve amplifier but would like to tighten the bass and strengthen 
the overall dynamics this is what you need. Versions available to suit 
everything from vintage Leaks to modern Audio InnovatiDns, Audio 
Note and Art Audio designs. If you are unsure about the su tability for 
your amp please telephone us. 

'In every instance the Border Patrol effect was nothing short of a 
transformation Bass solidified, imaging became significantly flore three-
dimensional and substantial, and the power supplied amp made the regular 
version sound, quite literally, a mess.' 

'With the Border Patrol back on the music regained its composure 
instruments not only sounded more natural and realistic, but seemed much 
more musically coherent In many respects it was like taking the good 
things about transistor amps and adding them to the natural strengths of 
valves - a remarkable blend' 

...Jason Kennedy Hi-Fi Choice April 97 

Call us for A/8 with/without demonstrations of the 

BorderPatrol effect 

BorderPatrol Tel/Fax Brighton 01273 276716 

EX DEMONSTRATION EQUIPMENT 

B&W CDMI Speakers Red Ash Finish 
Cyrus AV-Master Pro- Logic Processor 
Exposure 17/18 Pre/Power Amplifier 
Marantz CD67 CD Player 
Neat Mystique Speakers Cherry Finish 
Proac Studio 250 Speakers Cherry Finish 
REL Q50 Active Subwoofer 
Rotel RC970/RB970 Pre/Power Amp 
Yamaha DSP-E390 Pro- Logic Processor 
Yamaha DSP-A590 Pro Logic Amplifier 
Yamaha DSP-E580 Pro Logic Processor 
Yamaha DSP-E1000 7 Channel Pro Logic Processor 
Yamaha DSP-3090 7 Channel AC3 Amplifier 

I=1 
£600 
£650 
£1700 
£270 
£650 
£2249 
£375 
£395 
£250 
£350 
£450 
£700 
£1500 

£450 
£550 
£1495 
£185 
£585 
£1995 
£295 
£275 
£125 
£230 
£365 
£595 
£1195 

QUALITY USED EQUIPMENT 
Arcam Alpha Plus CD Player 
Arcam Alpha 6 CD Player 
Audiolab 8000A Integrated Amplifier 
Audiolav 8000C Pre Amplifier 
Dual CS 505-3 Semi-Automatic Turntable 
EPOS ESII Loudspeakers Black Finish ( inc. stands) 
Linn LP12 With Wok Arm and ATOC9 
Ruark Sabre Loudspeakers Walnut Finish ( inc. stands) 
Sony MDP850D Laser Disc Player 
Spendor BC] Loudspeakers Teak Finish 

N/A 
£600 
£500 
£580 
£250 
£550 
N/A 
N/A 
£700 
N/A 

£150 
£395 
£350 
£395 
£120 
£350 
£495 
£195 
£250 
£349 

SPECIAL PURCHASE NEW BOXED EQUIPMENT 

Marantz CD57 CD Player 
Yamaha KX-690 3 Head Cassette Deck 

Now in stock at I 
The Powerplant 

£230 £150 
£400 £295 

The new Audiolab Power Amps 
80005X 8000PX 8000MX 
£550 £850 £1800 (Pair) 

THE 

The new Cyrus MR3 
Multiroom Amp 

powerplant 
66/67 Upper North Street Brighton BN I 3FL 
Tele: 01273 775978 Fax: 01273 748419 

Email: email@powerplant.co.uk 
ATC, Audiclab, Arocni, B&O, B&W, Cyrus bposure, Kif, Urn, Wrcnrn, Marriz, 

ternsen PR) Pc Proo3sd, Rego, Roksicn, Simard aherpxImpprnEri 

Mail-order and Worldwide Export service available 

la APRIL 1998 
1A/C113, 



Tee, Resuits 

LOUDSPEAKERS 

KELLY TRANSDUCERS 

KT3 

The Kelly KT3 loudspeakers justified 

their claim to be very sensitive under 

test by generating a good 93dB 

sound pressure level from one 
nominal watt (2.84V) of input. This 

is enormous, 90dB being very good 

from a large floor stander. The result 
is these 'speakers will go heinously 

loud at a very low volume-control 
setting, much louder than all rivals. I 

don't recall measuring anything 

greater than 91dB in the past. 
However, by engineering in a 

low overall impedance of five ohms 

(measured), manufacturers Musical 

Fidelity have organised a tail wind 
for themselves. The KT3s will draw 
more current and therefore more 

electrical power than an eight-ohm 

loudspeaker, so whilst their voltage 

sensitivity is good, their true 
efficiency isn't quite as great. They 
will give a little less output with 

valve amps, but with a reasonably 

smooth impedance curve - reflex 

peaks excepted - these 'speakers will 

still be a pretty easy load and 

valve-amp friendly I suspect. 

Generally though, the KT3s need 

little power to go very loud. 
Amplifiers of five watts to about 

30watts will be fine. More 

powerful amps will do also, but of 
course volume simply has to be 

kept down. 

Frequency response proved 
reasonably even, as our analysis 

shows. Integration between the 

central tweeter and the two 
bass/midrange units was excellent, 
giving a smooth response even off-

axis. Ours is an averaged forward 

response. The rise in output below 

1kHz will add some warmth and 

body. 
Bass starts to roll down smoothly 

in this shot, reaching down to 50Hz 

(-6dB) in use, with the 'speaker 

sitting on the floor. 
The KT3s are well engineered all 

round and a very interesting 

proposition. They will get the best 

out of low-power, high-quality 

amplifiers. NK 
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B&W CDM1SE 

B&W have integrated the tweeter 
and Kevlar midrange unit of this 
'speaker well. I'm surprised that with 

all the front-panel paraphernalia of 
protective mesh, sloped baffle and 

what have you there aren't some 

phase peaks/suckouts, but B&W 

have adeptly avoided these 

problems. 

The ruler-flat response will likely 

translate into a reasonably bright 
sound, not peaky but possibly with 

some stridency, depending upon 

tweeter quality. Few of today's 
tweeters are good enough to be run 

flat to 20kHz - ribbons and the 
Audax piezo-electric gold-dome are 

the exceptions. Detailing will be 

good though, due to the absence of 

a midrange crossover suckout. 

B&W have lifted bass by +3dB to 

give body, warmth and 

"enthusiasm". This, in my 

experience, is just about right in 
degree. Too much and the 'speaker 

booms (one-note); too little and it 

sounds bass light and overdamped. 

This sort of peaking usually increases 
the rate of bass roll-off, 

compromising downward 
extension. The CDM1 reaches 

down to 50Hz (-6dB, no bung in 
the port) but in practice upper bass 

output around 125Hz will 
dominate the sound; I doubt if 

deep bass will be readily apparent. 
The impedance curve is 

characterised by vertiginous slopes, 

indicative of heavy reactance and 
energy storage. Nothing too clever 

here, I'm afraid. Impedance hit a low 
of four ohms - not too bad - but the 
peaks brought the overall figure up 

to 7ohms, so generally the CDM1SEs 

will not draw heavy current. High 
sensitivity (for a small 'speaker) of 

88dB will also discourage current 
draw, so low-ish power designs of 

30watts-50watts should suffice in 

most circumstances. 
Could do better, but good all the 

same. NK 
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EUROPE 

EUROGARO 

Mast. 0% 
OMEGA Electronic Equipment (Europe) Ltd, New Road Business Estate, Ditton, Maidstone, Kent, ME20 6AF 

Tel : 01732 848268 (7 Lines) 
• 4 Evaluation Suites. 
• Home Evaluation. 

• Evening Appointments. 

Sonic Frontiers 
Anthem CD1 

Audio Analogue 
& Opera 

Sonneteer 
3yron CD 

'JAL 

Up to 36 Months 

Fax : 01732 848289 
• Easy Access M20/M25/M2&A2. 
• Ample FREE On-Site Parking. 
• World Wide Mail Order. 

• 8.30am to 6.00 pm Mon - Fri. 
• 10.00am to 4.00pm Sat. 
• Demonstration by Appointment. 

Audio Analogue, Bose, 

BCD Engineering, Diapason, Ergo, Goertz, 
Graaf, Helios, JBL, Kelly Monrio, 

Musical Fidelity, Opera, Partington, 
Precious Metals, Sonic Frontiers, 

SonicLink, Sonneteer, Townshend, Unison. 

NEW PRODUCTS 
Audio Analogue Paganini CD - SOON!! 

Bose - Stunning Lifestyle & Speaker Systems 
Kelly - KT2 Loudspeakers 

Musical Fidelity - X-A200 & X-Al Amps 
Opera - Platea Loudspeakers 
Helios - Superb CD Players 

IPRIEC110,. 
METALS 
CABLES 

Loudspeaker 

& Interconnects 

Musical Fidelity 
X-Series 

Townshend 

Sink Stand 

Partington 

A7-60 Stands 

"...top-notch systems will benefit from 
Sonic Link's fabulous Vermillion..." 

mAgeneaSAedEns" Better sound through research. 

'muse. Rceew 



Test Results 

CASSETTE DECK 

AIWA AD-F850 
The AD-F850 has a dual-capstan 
transport for good speed stability. 

Tests showed there was little capstan 

wow, seen as an absence of distinct 

shoulders (sidebands) 6Hz either 
side of the main test-tone peak at left 

in our spectrum analysis. The 
shoulders can be seen, but are at a 

relatively low level. Sharpness of the 

peak indicates low cyclic drift and 

absence of flutter peaks across the 

centre of the analysis is also a good 
sign. Aiwa's transport in this deck 

measures well and reflects the 

strengths of dual-capstan operation. 
Music will sound stable and 

temporally well focused. 
The AD-F850 lacks Dolby S, but 

it has a good recording head, which 

goes some way to maintaining 
dynamic range. Recordings can be 

peaked at around +4 above OdB on 

the record level display before 

serious distortion starts to set in, a 
healthy value. Likewise, Ferric and 

Chrome tapes could be pushed in 

terms of record level. 
Frequency response with 

standard blank tapes like TDK MA, 
SA and AD was very level and even. 

Bias adjustment affected Metal tape 

response almost as much as Ferric 
and Chrome, so Metals can be tuned 

in effectively. Frequency response 
with TDK MA Metal tape can be 

seen in our analysis. It is very flat, so 

the deck will give an even sounding 
tonal balance on recordings. 

Replay performance was a bit 

mediocre. Head azimuth error 
introduced some treble fall off, 

meaning pre-recordeds will 

generally sound a little dull, 
especially with Dolby B engaged, 
since this exacerbates the situation. 

The transport ran a little fast too, but 

not so much as to be very 

noticeable. 
The AD-F850 measured well. It 

will produce good recordings with 

any tape. Replay of pre-recordeds 
will be good, it not quite top-notch. 

NK 

REPLAY (pre-recorded tapes) 
Frequency response (-2dB) 30Hz-

12kHz 

Speed accuracy +1.2% fast 
Hiss (70uS, Dolby out) -58dB 

RECORDING (blank tapes) 

Frequency response (IEC Primary 

Refs.) 
Ferric (IECI) 12Hz-16kHz 

Chrome (IECII) 12Hz-16kHz 

Metal (IECIV) 12Hz-19kHz 

Separation (/ kHz) 64dB 

Distortion (315Hz) 0.7% 
Hiss (70uS, Dolby out) -55.5dB 

Speed variations (DIN total) 0.08% 

Flutter energy (3-3.13kHz) -39dB 

SUB WOOFER 
REL Q1 00E 
Subwoofers need to operate from 

40Hz downward. For matching 

purposes, level and the upper roll-off 
frequency both need to be reducible. 

In this respect, the REL was 
inflexible. Set flat it goes low, 

reaching right down to 16Hz (-6dB), 

so in this respect for the size of 
cabinet it gives an excellent 

performance. Passive subwoofers 
generally peak around 40Hz and 

boom madly; the REL truly goes low. 
Set flat (upper roll-off set to MIN), 

and with DEPTH rather than SLAM 

selected, the upper limit measured a 
relatively high 75Hz. This will match 

a real miniature, but it is too high for 

a Wharfedale Diamond, for 
example, or in other words a small 

hi-fi loudspeaker. The resultant peak 

around 65 Hz, where outputs add, 
will result in boominess. The neat 

band-pass response of the REL set as 
above can be seen in our frequency 

response analysis. Note that the 

vertical scale at left is 10dB, unlike 
our other 'speaker analyses, which 

are 5dB. 

Bringing down the upper roll-off 

frequency actually has the effect of 

increasing gain and peaking up the 
response at around 60Hz. If there's a 

logic in this, it escapes me. 

Downward extension is curtailed, as 

you can see in our analysis, and the 

Q100E won't match in any better 
either. So this REL cannot be tuned 

to accurately match any loudspeaker 
that reaches down to 40Hz or so, as 

level 

(dB) 

MOL/SAT (IEC Refs) 

IEC I (Ferric) 

IECII (Chrome) 

IECIV (Metal) 

level 

(dB) 

+3 • 

0. 

-3 

Frequency response 

315/10k 

4dB/-7.5dB 

3.5dB/-6dB 

3.5dB/OdB 

50 frequency (Hz) 

Speed variations 
o 

-80   
2970 frequency (Hz) 

20k 

3159 test tone 

most small-to-medium sized hi-fi 
designs do. Whilst the REL really 

does reach down low, it is unlikely 

to match loudspeakers other than the 

very smallest. NK 

Frequency response 
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This Month 

POWER AMPLIFIERS 
Unison Research Smart 845 
Audio Note P1 SE 
Musical Fidelity XA 50 Mono 
Audio Research VT130 
Jadis JA 80 Monoblocks 
Jadis JA 200 
Naim Nap 140 (New style) 
Meridian 551 Integrated 
PRE AMPLIFIERS 
Unison Research Mystery One Mint S/H 
Expressive Tedrobjes SUI Step Up Mint S/H 
Jadis JP 80 mc As New 
Audio Research LS3 Mint S/H 
Audio Research SP15 Rev A Mint S/H 
Audio Research LS5 mk II Mint S/Fi 
Audio Research SPII mk II Mint S/H 
Audio Research LSI Mint S/H 
SPEAKERS 

Wilson System 5.1 Mint S/H 
Castle Howard Mint S/1-1 
Proac Response 3 Mint S/H 
Wilson 3/2 Mint S/H 
Linn Keltiks Mint S/H 

Sonus Faber Guarneri Mint SM 
Alon Lotus SE New 

Sonus Faber Extrema + StandsMint S/H 

TURNTABLES/ANALOGUE/VARIOUS 
Transfiguration Temper As New 
Tesserac Phono Stage mm/mc Mint S/H 
Linn LP12 Lingo/Cirkus Mint S/H 
Voyd 0.5 SME V (ref bearing /platter)Mint S/N 
Ortofon MC 7500 Mint S/N 
Kiseki Agat Ruby Mint S/H 
Kiseki Purpleheart Sapphire Mint S/H 
C.D PLAYERS 
Micromega Minium C D Mint Set 
DPA PDM1 Series 3 Mint S/11 
Mark Levinson 30.5/31 Mint S/H 
Sony R1/SI As New 

Condrtior Choice 
Price - . 

Mint S/H f2300.00£300000 
Mint S/1-1 f595.00 £950.00 
As New £425.00 £500.00 
Mint S/H £3995.00 £6000.00 
Mint S/H £4995.00£10000.00 
Mint S/H£7500.00216000.00 
Mint S/H £450.00 £650.00 
As New £650.00 £900.00 

£995.00 £2000.00 
£1500.00 £3000.00 
£6500.00'..' 12000.00 
£1195.00 £1900.00 
£2495.00 £6000.00 
£3000.00 £5700.00 
£1795.00 £3500.00 
£ 895.00 £1900.00 

£12500.00£ 17000 00 

£795.00 £ 1400.00 
£1795.00 £3000 00 
£5995.00£ 15.00 

£3500.00 £6600 00 
£4000.00 £6000.00 
£3000.00 
£4250.00 £7000 00 

£1500.00 £2500.00 
£795.00 £1500.00 
£1200.00 £2000 00 
£1800.00£3000 00£  
1295.00 £2250 00 

£1495.00 £ V Rare 
C 495.00 £t200.00 

£275.00 £350.00 
£550.00 £ 1000.00 
11500.00E24000 00 
£4950.00 £8000.00 

Amplifiers 
Condition Choice Onginal 

Price Retail Price 

Audio Research VT 60 Mint S/H £1295.00 £2390.00 
Akherrist Kraken x 2 Stereo & PmerpMint S/H £695.00 £ 1400 00 
Conrad Johnson MF 2300 Mint S..114 £1895.00 £2990.00 
Aurfio Research M300 monotiocksMint S £4995.00 ' 7700.00 
Jadis JA500 monoblocks Mint Si- £7995.00- ' 700.00 
Lumley Ref 120 monoblocks Mint S/H £1695.00 '200.00 
Albarry PPI Mint S/H £295.00 £450.00 
Conrad Johnson Prem 8a Mint S/H £7995.00-
Boulder 500 AE Mint S/H £3295.00 :.5000.00 
LED PA1/LS1 Mint S/H £895.00 £1998.00 
NVA A80 Monoblocks & P50 Pre-arreint S/H£995.00 £ 1760.00 
Musical Fidelity P180 & CRPS Mint S/H £895.00 £1600.00 
Krell KSL Pre-amp Mint S/H £1095.00 £3000.00 
Meridian 557 As New £1050.00 £1400.00 
Audio Innovations 5500 Integrated Mint S/H £495.00 £999.00 
Meridian 505 Monoblocks As New £1195.00 £1590.00 
Mark Levinson ML 2 MonoblockMint S/H £2795.00£15500.00 
Audio Research 0200 Mint S/H £1995.00 £3248.00 
Audio Research 0240 mk II Mint S/H £1795.00 £3500.00 
Audion 300B Silver Knights Mint S/I-1 £1495.00 £2800.00 
Talk Electronics 2P As New £475.00 £730.00 

Audio Research SP14 
Audio Research PHI Black 
MC Cormack TLC•1 
Tesserac Tala 
Boulder L5AE 
Conrad Johnson Prem 78 

Amplifiers 
Condition Choice Onginal 

Price Retail Pace 
MintS/H £1395.00 £3000.00 
MintS/H £795.00 £150000 
As New £595.00 £ 995.00 
MintS/H £795.00 £1495.00 
X-Dem £2250.00 £3400.00 
MintS/H £5995.00£11000,00 

Choice Hi-Fi make it easy for you to fulfil 

your sonic dreams. Quality hi-fi is not just 

about expensive brandnames, it's about 
aspiring to the very best sound, about 

choosing your ideal system from the 

widest selction in the country, in a unique 

no-pressure environment. It's about 

taking advantage of our unrivalled 

knowledge and being given the freedom 

to choose and upgrade the audio 
equipment you want, when you want. 

Others will sell you hi-fi, Choice Hi-Fi will 
sell you solutions. 

IED Generous part exchange 

1E) Show room/dem room 

1E) Long term trade in policy, to allow 
continual upgrading 

-11E) All credit cards inc. Amex 

-ND Mail order 

Export service 

-IE) Best prices paid for top quality 
equipment 

-IID Finance arranged subject to status 

ID Widest range available 
In-depth experience on high end 
used equipment 

-10 Unbiased advice 

IlE) Unique ' Hi-Fi Exchange' - a 
computerised databank of sales 
and wants - will put you in touch 

Agents for: Acoustic Energy, Alon, ATC, Boulder, Bryston, 
C.A.T, Chord, Elemental Audio, Forsell, Gamma, Graham, 
Lumley, Rockport, SME, Soundstyle, Straight Wire, Target, 

Totem, Trichord, Trilogy, yen den Hul, VPI XLO 
and many more, 

Eqse Di professknal giver spgeg MintS/H 
Exposure V Active x over MintS/H 
McCormack Micro Line Drive -. s New 
Mod Squad Line Drive 
Krell PAM 3 Pre amp 
Musical Fidelity MVT MintS/H 
Michell Argo & Hera Mint> 
Jadis JP 80 mm MintS/H 

ATC SCM 10 Black 
Impulse H2 
Epos ES 14 
Alon IV mk II 

£795.00 £ 1595.00 
£495.00 £ 995 00 
£395.00 £ 595.00 
£250.00 £450.03 
£1295.00 £3000.00 
£595.00 £ 1200.00 
£495.00 £ 900 00 
£4995.00 700.00 

Speakers 
Choice 
Price Retail Price 

Mint S/H £795.00 £ 115000 
Mint S/H £1295.00 £2250.00 
Mint S/1-1 £395.00 £675 00 
Ex Dem £2000.00 

Snell JII's Mint Sih 
Infinity IRS Beta Mint S/H 
Matii to:Jana-SR & Knerge6c SitmcdaMint S 
Dalquist 0012 ',"nt Sfhi 
Spendor SP2/2 Mint S/H 
Monitor Audio 700 PMC Mint S/H 
Westlake HRI ( Retail £20,000) Mint S/H 
Alon Phalanx Mint S/H 
Acoustic Energy AEI & StandsMint S/H 
Proac Response 4 Mint S/H 
Soundlab Dynastat Mint S/H 
Apogee Centaur Minors Mint S/H 
Meridian M60 Rosewood Mint S/H 
Royd Priors Mint S/H 
Wilson Watts 2 (White) Mint S/H 
Shahinian Arc 
Alon V mk II Oak 
Alon V mk II Black 

Mint S/H 
Mint S/H 
Mint S/H 

£450.00 £800.00 
£4995.007 12000.00 
£4500.00- ' 00 
£595.00 00 
£395.00 £769.00 
£450.00 £600.00 
£6995.00£20000.00 
£9995.00E19000.00 
£695.00 £1170.00 
f7995.00712500.00 
£2500.00 £3790.00 
£595.00 £1500.00 
£1395.00 £2350.00 
£495.00 £ 950.00 
£2500.00 £6000.00 
£995.00 £1500.00 
£2500.00 £5000.00 
£2500.00 £5000.00 

& DACS 
Cone.. Choice Original 

Price Retail Price 
Pink Triangle da Capo 1307 MintS/H £895.00 £1450.00 
EAD 7000 Transport MintS/H £1295.00 £2495.00 
Krell Studio 2 Mint S/H £ 495.00 £3198.00 
P.S. Audio Ultralink MintS/H £795.00 £2390.00 
EAD 9000 Series Ill HDCD MintS/H £3250.00 £6000.00 
Wadia 16 s New £1750.00 £7395.00 
Mission Cyrus Discmaster (Transporty,11 SiNC595.00 £ 1000.00 
Krell SBP 64X 77m S/H £3500.00 £990000 
M C Cormack DAC-1 Mint S/H £695.00 £995.00 
Wadia 22/26 As New p.oa. 
Acuphase DP70 Mint £2250.00 £450300 
Acuphase DP90/91 Mint S £9950.00£20000,00 
Mark Levinson 30.5/ 31.5 Mint S/H £12500.00£26245.00 
Forsell Air Ref Transport mk II 
Forsell Air Ref dac 
Rotel 965 BX 
DPA PDM 2 Silver Wired 
Meridian 500 Transport 
Audio Alchemy Transport 
Theta Progeny 
Marantz CD94/CDA94 
Micromega Duo CD2 

Mint S/H £8995.00£13800.00 
Mint S/H £250.00 £300.00 
As New £995.00 £2500.00 
As New £995.00 £1245.00 

£495.00 £900.00 
Mint S/H £750.00 £1145.00 
Mint S/H £595.00 £1500.00 
MO SIH £995.00 £2000.00 

Turntables 

& Analogue 
Condition Choice Original 

Price Retail Price 

VPI HW 19 jr/ RB 300 As New 
Piere Lurne J1/SL5 MintS/H 
Kuzma Stabi/ Stogi reference '' -7H 
Sias SR Garrna No & SRMX Pm Energises'.' n IS 
Basis Ovation As New 
Piere Lurne JI/Sowther mk Ill MintS/H 
VPI TNT Wheaton Ill MintS/H 
Musical Fidelity TI Tuner MintS/H 
TNT mk Ill 8i Lid MintS/H 
Clear Audio Gamma 24 CT Gold GaAs New 
Forsell Air Force One As New 
Kinshaw Overture Phono MintS/H 
Michel ISO MintS/H 

£550.00 £750.00 
£1750.00 £4500.00 
£1295.00 £2600.00 
M£350.00 £500.00 
£3495.00 -,1950.00 
£2250.00 ..4500.00 
£1995.00 25000.00 
£195.00 £450.00 
£3995.00 £4000.00 
£495.00 £900.00£  
11995.00£25000.00 
£250.00 £395 00 
£295.00 £400 00 

Bargains 
C,onaition Choice Onginal 

Price Retail Price 
Audo Reseadi D125 lizimced cower ',I nt S/I-1 £1595.00 £3500.00 
Jadis DA 30 intergrated '..1,nt S/1-1 £1700.00 £2880.00 
Beard P35 Mt S/H £495.00 £1395.00 
Chameleon Ruby Power Amp (200W)Mint S/H £495.00 £ 1200.00 
Naim 42.5 Avondale Mint S/H £195.00 £600.00 
Apogee Scintila Mint S/H £695.00 - - -,70.00 
Duntech Crown Princes Mint S/H £1650.00 i.:3120.00 
Apogee Caliper Good S/H £595.00 £3500.00 
SD Acoustics SDI V Good S/H £795.00 £2695.00 
Wadia x 64.4 dac Mint S/H £1395.00 £4750.00 
Linz Tuner Mint S/H £225.00 £475.00 
Ensemble PAI Silver • bi wire As New £1695.00 ' -750.00 
Ruark Icon & Stands Mint S.'F. £250.00 :. 500.00 
Royd Saphire Mint SM £ 175.00 £245.00 

CHOICEJ tel: 0181 392 1959 & 0181 392 1963 
Choice HI-FI open from 10am to 8pm by appointment f.tx 0181 392 1994 email: choice hiliemsn.com 



Test Results 

AMPLIFIERS 
AUDIO ANALOGUE 
BELLINI & DONIZETTI 

Power 

CD/tuner/aux. 

Frequency response 

Separation 

Noise 

Distortion 

Sensitivity 

DC offset 

60watts 

10Hz-130kHz 

47dB 

-99dB 

0.005% 

240mV 

-22mV/-13mV 

AUDIOLAB 8000C 
AND 8000PX 

Power 

CD/tuner/aux. 

Frequency response 

40kHz 

Separation 

Noise 

Distortion 

Sensitivity 

DC offset 1.5 mV/0.6mV 

Disc MM 

153watts 

24Hz-

79dB 

-99dB 

0.004% 

200mV 

CRIMSON CS610C AND 

CS620C 

Power 55watts 

CD/tuner/aux. 

Frequency response 

Separation 

Noise 

Distortion 

Sensitivity 

8Hz-23kHz 

46dB 

-96dB 

0.013% 

220mV 

LINN WAKONDA AND 

LK100 

Power 

CD/tuner/aux. 

Frequency response 

Separation 

Noise 

Distortion 

Sensitivity 

45watts 

24Hz-30kHz 

70dB 

-91dB 

0.005% 

260mV 

TECHNICS SU-
C1000MK2 AND SE-

Al 000MK2 

Power 

CD/tuner/aux. 

Frequency response 

Separation 

Noise 

Distortion 

Sensitivity 

DC offset 

Disc MM 

90watts 

4Hz-24kHz 

60dB 

-96dB 

0.004% 

176mV 

0.3mV/0.1mV 

Disc MM 
Frequency response 

77kHz 

Separation 

Noise 

Distortion 

Sensitivity 

Overload 

Frequency response 

Separation 

Noise 

Distortion 

Sensitivity 

Overload 

Disc MC 

Frequency response 

Separation 

Noise 

Distortion 

Sensitivity 

Overload 

DC offset 

Disc MC 

Frequency response 

Separation 

Noise 

Distortion 

Sensitivity 

Overload 

DC offset 

Disc MC 

Frequency response 

Separation 

Noise 

Distortion 

Sensitivity 

Overload 

Frequency response 

Separation 

Noise 

Distortion 

Sensitivity 

Overload 

Disc MC 

Frequency response 

Separation 

Noise 

Distortion 

Sensitivity 

Overload 

14Hz-

52dB 

-76dB 

0.006% 

2.5mV 

50mV 

40Hz-36kHz 

77dB 

-80dB 

0.006% 

4mV 

180mV 

40Hz-26kHz 

77dB 

-73dB 

0.006% 

0.2mV 

10mV 

1.5mV/0.6mV 

20Hz-17kHz 

45dB 

-72dB 

0.014% 

0.2mV 

4mV 

-18mV/I-9mV 

50Hz-21kHz 

60dB 

-75dB 

0.006% 

0.22mV 

4.5mV 

4Hz-24kHz 

64dB 

-88dB 

0.005% 

3mV 

120mV 

4Hz-18kHz 

62dB 

-67dB 

0.005% 

0.22mV 

9mV 

Distortion 

frequency ( Hz) 10k 

0.1 

level 
(%) 

0.05 

o 

10k 

DistortIon 

frequency ( Hz) 10k 

Disto,tion 

frequency ( Hz) 10k 

freauency ( Hz) 

Distortion 

60k 

60k 

60k 

10k 
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CLASSIQUE SOUNDS 

(LEICESTER) 
VINTAGE HIF'I & VALVE SPECIALIST 

(MOBILE) 0802 213740 FAX 0116 2835821 

FOR SALE.PRE/POWER AMPLIFIERS(VALVE) 
Orange Vats., pre-aniphficr.Cost £ 1544. £ 695 Quad 50E monobloa amplifiers £ 250 
Beard CA35 Valve pre-amp Ex cond.Boxed £ 450 Beard p50 pre-amplifier.Ex condition £ 250 

Musical frdelity F22 Valve pre-amp £ 695 Radford MASO amplifiers. Pair. £ 999 

Ray Lumley M100 amplifiersKtIgts £ 1099 Pair Ray Lumley M75 amplifiers.Kt8Rs £ 999 
Luxman LV105 intergrated hybrid amp.Mint £ 400 Leak Varioslope pre-amplifier £ 50 

Matched pair Leak TL 1(6 guaranteed £ 500 Matched pair Leak TL121- amplifiers.rebuilt £ 550 

Pair Quad 2s in nice onginal condition. £ 500 Leak TL25+ amplifier in grey £ 250 

Matched pair Rogers Junior amplifiers £ 350 Rogers cadet monoblock amps • 2 £ 195 
Rogers Cadet 2.Pre/ranver amplifier £ 150 Rogers cadet 3 Valve intergrated amplifier £ 125 

Leak Stereo 20 power amplifier serviced £ 350 Clarke + Smith 10/10 intergrated amplifier £ 150 

Audio Innovations First Audio amplifier £ 7C0 Audio Innovations s/800 2 box pre-amplifer £ 250 
Pair Quadll monoblocks.Resprayed black. £ 450 Beard p35 Valve power amplifierboxed £ 495 

Quad 34 pre-amplifierMint boxed. £ 250 Audio innovations s/200 power amplifier £ 275 

Quad 13 pre-amplifiergood condition £ 75 Quad 303 power amplifiergood condition £ 125 

Musical fidelity A1000.1 month old.Mint £ 999 Sugden A25b intergrated amplifierMint. £ 180 

Quad 405/1 amplifer good condition £ 175 Quad 306 amplifier excellent condition. £ 200 

Sugden p51 power amplifier £ 150 Sugden c5 I pre-amplifier £ i(S) 
Dom 2A pre-amplifier and power supply £ 300 Dnm 2A pre-amplifier and 2 power supplies £ 400 
Roksan L2 pre-amplifier & Osa power £ 600 Jeff Rowland model one amplifierAmazing £1500 

TURNTABLES 
Garrard 301s/401Sprire Varies on condition £ POA Thorens 124 Varloux pm, and ndmon £ PI) \ 

SPEAKERS 
Lowther Acoustus using PM7As.ex cond £ 450 Monitor audio MA3 & stands.Mint.Boxed £ 250 

Quad Electrostatic es157s.Several in stock £P0A Tannoy Ardens in walnut.15 I units £ 495 
Quad Electrostatic speakers & Ma) stands. £ 550 Monitor Audio MA3 & stands.Boxed £ 250 

Pair Celestion SL600 speakers.Boxed.Mint • £ 295 Pair Grilles for Quad Electrostatic al 57 £ 75 

Pair Tannoy Lancusters.121 Monitor golds £ 595 Lowther Delphics using PM2A units.Ex cond£1818, 
Celestion SL600.Mint.Boxed £ 295 Rogers LS I.Ex condition.Boxed. £ 8o 

Rogers LS7T in black.good condition £ 195 Origin Live Conguerors.Rosewood. £ 595 
Kef 101/2 in rosewoud.Mint.Boxed £ 295 Triangle Titus.Black.Ex demo.Mint/boxed £ 299 
Spica Angelus.Cost £1600 Sell for £ 400 

OTHER ITEMS 
Lowther PM6A drive units. Alnico magnets £ 250 Decca super gold with decca-pod.Mint.13xd £ 200 
Yves Cochet 2 box Mc Transformer. £ 200 Quad Fin] with Quad stereo decoder. £ 60 

Sme 3009 tone arms.Various £ 60 Quad fm3 tunerExcellent condition £ 75 
Leak Tmughline 2 and 3 timers.mono £ 75 Leak Troughlire 3 stereo tuner £ 75 

Qed Digit & 2 positron power supplies £ 141) Qed Digit & positron power supply £ 100 
%ream Del. MO Toner Boxed 11, toed f 19a Nalk.unichi ST7fl1 tuner f 19, 

TRANSLUCENT SILVER INTERCONNECT CABLE 
99.99% pure silver conductors. Balanced.Quality gold plated Rea plugs. 

Half metre terminated £60.00 1 metre terminated £80.00 
Add £20.00 per additional half metre. 

7 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE IF NOT BETFER THAN 
EXISTING CABLE.(Regardiess of price) or quality. 

9.99% PURE SILVER WIRE 
@ ONLY £4.95 METRE 
EW EARNOSHINO EQUIPMENT 

EAR 034p mm/inc Phono stage with colonic. control • Brand nevi . Boxed.At only 1499 

EAR 834p Phono stage.MM only.No volume control. Brand new.Boxed.At only 114, 

301/401/124 POWER SUPPLIES & PLINTHS 

01/401/124 Power supplies.Amazing value at only £ 100 each. 
linths @ £175.00(unfinished) or £275.00(finished) 

ery heavy.Lealc mains/output transformers fitted from £90.00 

REPAIR AND SERVICE ON ESL 57s 
Repair of damaged treble or base panel including dust covers. £95 
EHT units £28 service Full £P0A. 

Dust covers per panel £ 10. Enough for 1 complete speaker £25. 

fitting of dustcovers treble or base £30 inclusive. 

WANTED ( ring for best price) 
intage/modern valve Hifi equipment & valves.to include: 

LEAK, QUAD, RADFORD, ROGER.S, DECCA, LOWTHER, 
GARRARD,TANNOY,VITAVOX, VORTEXION, CROFT, 
EAR,LUMLEY, AUDION011E, THORENS, ETC 
VALVES BY:- GEC, MULLARD, OSRAM, BRIMAR, ETC 

CLASSIQUE SOUNDS TEL/FAX 0116 2835821 
OR 0802 213740 (MOBILE) 
CLASSIQUE HOUSE, 61 AYLESTONE DRIVE, 
AYLESTONE, LEICESTER, LE2 8QE 

Oxford Audio Consultants 
HI-FI SPECIALISTS 

Our superb service is the same, regardless of price. 

NOW DEMONSTRATING 
KRELL 1CPS25 CD FLAYER THE NEW REFERENCE- AT LAS rrs HERE! 
JADIS - THE NEW ORCHESTRA CD & AMP - £1099 EACH - these are going to 

be world beaters - you owe it to yourself to audition this French duo - styling to die 
for as well! ! 

AUDIO RESEARCH - WATCH THIS SPACE - A HOST OF NEW PRODUCTS 
FROM THIS DYNAMIC COMPANY INCL VT50/LS9/LS13/CD2/100.2 

KRELL FPB600 - we now have this atvesome powerhouse on pennanent demonstration 
WILSON AUDIO SYSTEM 5 -still our reference speaker; ours sound even better now!! 
SONUS FABER ELECTA AMATOR 2 -a startling improvement on a classic design 
THETA JADE TRANSPORT - A TOP-CLASS REPLACEMENT FOR THE DATA 

BASIC 2 
JAMO CONCERT 8 LOUDSPEAKERS - not to be under-rated 
MARANTZ CD17/PM17/ST17 K.I. SIGNATURE SERIES - hear how good it is 
EXPOSURE CD PLAYER - have you read the Stereophik review ??? 
NEW PRODUCTS FROM PINK TRIANGLE INCL LITAURAL CD PLAYER & 
TARANTELLA TURNTABLE 

KRELL 250P PREAMP AND 250A POWER AMP - Incredible value for money-
just ask for a dem 

CABLES & ACCESSORIES from TRANSPARENT, SILTECH, CABLE TALJC, 
SHAKTI, GMAUDIO, SHUN MOOK, HARMONIX SOUNDSTYLE, TARGET, 
KONTAK etc 

AUDIO ANALOGUE PUCCINUDONIZETTUBELLINI AMPLIFIERS - 
staggering build quality and unrivalled sound; quite extraordinary, believe me! 

GM AUDIO EQUIPMENT TABLES • THE ELITE - now even better looking and 
superb value 

OPERA DUETTO/PLATEA & TERZA SPEAKERS - SOLID MAHOGANY - 
JUST IN! 
 MAIL ORDER INTEREST FREE CREDIT NOW AVAILABLE  

('OPLAND CD266/277/288 CD PLAYERS - all superb value for money from this 
very impressive company 

UNISON RESEARCH SIMPLY 845 INTEGRATED AMP - you've read the 
reviews; just wait till you hear it 

MUSICAL FIDELITY X SERIES - a whole range of products incl ¡Sacs, phono 
stage, headphone amp, preamp, monoblock power amps - AVAILABLE ON SALE 

OR RETURN OF COURSE 

EX DEM & P/EX BARGAINS 
AUDIO RESEARCH SP9 
MERIDIAN 500 SERIES - VARIOUS 
THETA DATA BASIC II 
AUDIOLAB CDM TRANSPORT/DAC 
AUDIOLAB C PREAMPLIFIER 
AUDIOLAB Q PREAMPLIFIER 
AUDIOLAB MONOBLOCK P POWER AMPS 
CASTLE HOWARD LIGHT OAK 
B & W P6 CHERRY 
ARCAM ALPHA 5 CD PLAYER AS NEW 
AUDIO RESEARCH LS7 

£ 695 
P.O.A. 
£1595 SH 
£1295 SH 
£ 395 SH 
£ 795 SH 
£1250 PAIR 
£ 895 XD 
£ 895 XD 
£ 325 SH 
£1195 XD 

AUDIO RESEARCH D200 POWER AMPLIFIER £1495 SH 
ORELLE XTC TRANSPORT/DAC £1495 XD 
APOGEE DIVAS/SUBWOOFERS/KRELL XOVER £2995 SH 
MAGNEPLANAR 2B SPEAKERS MINT PRIVATE SALE £ 695 
KRELL KST100 POWER AMPLIFIER £1250 SH 
PINK TRIANGLE CARDINAL TRANSPORT £ 450 SH 
PINK TRIANGLE DC POWER SUPPLY FOR DACAPO £ 750 XD 
MUSICAL FIDELITY E SERIES AMP/CD/TUNER P.O.A. 
REGA ELA SPEAKERS 
ORELLE DA188 DAC 
SPENDOR SP7 SPEAKERS CHERRY 
SD ACOUSTICS SD3 SPEAKERS 
MICROMEGA STAGE ONE 
B & W THX SPEAKER SYSTEM EX DEM 
AUDIO RESEARCH VTM120 SE PRIVATE SALE 
AUDIO SYNTHESIS PASSION 
AUDIO RESEARCH LS5 MK 1 
B & W SILVER SIGNATURES INC STANDS 

£ 150 
£ 250 
£1295 
£ 175 
£ 250 
£2500 
£3750 
£ 850 
£1495 
£2500 

SH 

SH 
SH 
XD 
SH 
SH 
XD 

XD 
XD 

0% INTEREST FREE CREDIT 
Licensed Credit Broker 

Agencies include Audio Analogue. Air Tangent, Audiogram Audio Research. Audio Technic& MM. 
Bose. Cable Talk. Castle. Copland, Denon. Exposure . Goldnng, Harmonix. Heybrook. Jadis, Koetse 
Krell. Lyra, Memel,. Martin Logan, Michell. Mrcrornega, Monrio, Musical Fidelity. NAD, Onkyo, Orelle 

Ortofon. Pink Triangle. Proneer. Proac, Proceed, Projekt. OED, QUAD. (SEL Subwoofers, Rogers, Rotel. 
Ruark, Sennheiser, SME, tonus Faber, Spendor. Stay, Target, T.D.L., TEAC. Theta Thorens. 

Transparent Cables, Unison Research. van den He Wilson 

TAX-FREE EXPORT SERVICE 
MAIL-ORDER AVAILABLE ON MANY ITEMS 

Open Mon-Sat 10am-6pm 

Oxford Audio Consultants 
Oxford Audio Consultants, Cantay House. Park End Street Oxford OX1 1JE 

Telephone: Oxford (01865) 790879 Facsimile: Oxford (01865) 791665 

E-MAIL: Oxford.Audio@btinternet.com 
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The Return of a Legend. 
Genuine Garrard 401 turntables are available, as approved remanufacturede  

units from Loricraft Audio, the official Garrard licensees. 

The first thing you notice is it's amazing bass slam. Notes go deeper and with more power and control 
than I have heard from any other turntable Dominic Baker Hi Fi World 

In musical terms the 401 combination was a real winner Chris Beeching Hi Fi News 

We have test and calibration equipment from the original Garrard factory and can offer turntables 

rebuilt to " as new" or latest specification. Mounted in our world renowned plinth, all our 

remanufactured units come with a full 2 year guarantee. We also offer these services to customers with 

their own motor units. 
For further details send an SAE to:-

Loricraft Audio, 4 Big Lane, Lambourn Berkshire, 
RG17 8X0. 

or call 01488 72267 

Sounc 
If you have invested expertise and 
money in building up a sound system 
to your own unique specifications, 
then why compromise with indifferent 
housing units? 

Fi-Rax offers a new dimension in 
audio visual racking - from a range 
of standard designs to the flexibility 
to custom create a unit to suit your 
particular sound system and lifestyle. 

V e 

or contact our dealers:-

Byworth Music, Farnham, Surrey 01252 - 710910 

Audible Elegance. Herne Bay, Kent, 01227 - 742928. 

Tent 
»High quality aluminium construction. 
'Finishes available to your choice. 

•Fully adjustable 6mm glass shelving 

'Sound isolation on shelving/feet. 
'Custom created to suit your system. 
•Free delivery throughout the UK 

Fi-Rax • a sound investment for those 
who want the best from their 

equipment. 

7e 4eeeed ectiewed, 

F77. 
RAA 

Audit:, Visual Furniture 

For further information or a free brochure conlact:JEM Distribution, 
Springfield Mills, Spa Street, Ossett Wakefield WF5OHW 
Tel: 01924 277626 Fax: 01924 270759 

Are you making the right connections? 
Send for Britain's biggest catalogue of 

specialist cable and connections. 

All available by mail order. 

Phone 0181-942 9124 or clip 

the coupon for your Free copy 

CUSTOM EMILE 
 SERVICE  

Please send me your FREE Custom Cable Catalogue 

Name   

Address   

Postcode   

NO FURTHER INFORMATION REQUIRED 

Send to: Custom Cable Service 
PO Box 4007 
London SW17 8XG 

/ cusrnm 

cFleeï" 
c emks., 

PO Box 4007, London SW17 8XG 
t-
HFW 4/98 
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RENSCOPERED „.„.„„, 

ZOST ¡(ORO 
KORD AUDIO, The retail division of Wilmslow are delighted to 

announce the launch of their stunning, unique design 

the Panache 

This fabulous loudspeaker sounds as good as it looks, with three 
high quality loudspeaker drive units incorporated into 

hand crafted solid wooden cabinets. 

At only £3495 these impressive loudspeakers are constructed from 
solid Elm or Sycamore home grown in Scotland and finished to 

a standard usually reserved for the finest hand built furniture. 

If you strive for quality of sound from your hi-fi but also want your system to reflect your own 
unique lifestyle, then your home will be incomplete without a pair of KORD Panache loudspeakers. 

Audition these distinctive incredible sounding speakers 
exclusively at 

Audio I.td. 511 \ lain Street. Broughton Astley. Leicester I. F9 61(1) 

Tel: 01455 2866113 Fax: 01455 286605 

APRII 1998 HI-FI WORLD 



Cables & Interconnects from PURESONIC 

Wilmslow Audio Ltd 
50 Main Street 
Broughton Astley 
Leicester LE9 6RD 

If you're not fed up with 
SQUARE boxes  

 We still do them! 

Have you ever considered building your own loudspeakers ? 

Why pay up to 4 times more for a commercially built speaker 
of equivalent sound quality, When you can do it yourself. 

Phone for our FREE catalogue and see how easy it can be. 

We also have an extensive range of audio accessories at competitive prices 
including:-

SPECTRA DYNAMICS products  

 Deflex 

 Foculpods 
 Polypods 

Platter mats 
....Sealing strip 

Tel: 01455 286603 
Fax: 01455 286605 

Email: wilmslow.audio@dial.pipex.com 
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THE MUSIC GROUP 
*Gramophone 'Blue Riband' Dealer tr Free carriage to UK Addresses on orders over £. 15 J'Orders normally despatched within 7 working days 

.SONY CLASSICAL  
Glenn Gould Profile - Exclusive offer from the M usic Group! 

Sisf2K52591 Hach Piano Cones 1-5 & 7 (CS°. Berstein. GoIsclunamff 2CD 
SMK.52685 Koch Goldberg Vanati.s & Three Part Inventions Live 
SIM2K32.597 
SM2K52600 
SM2K52603 
SM3K52632 
SMK52645 
SM2K32646 
SM2K52622 
SM2K52623 
SM4K52647 

Hach Pandas BWV825-830. Preludes & Fugues 2CD 
Bach Well Tempered Clavier Pt I 2CD 
Bach Well Tempered Clavier pn 2CD 
lierthosen Piano Concertos 1-5 ( Berstein, Stokowski ) 3CD 
Beethoven Pf Son 24 Op78 & Pf Son 29 Op106 
Beethoven Esotra Variations: Bagatelles Op33 & 126 2CD 
Chopin Piano Son No.3 Op58 2CD 
Haydn Fl Son Hob. XVI:42. 48 -52 2CD 
Mozart Complete Plano Sonatas 4CD 

SMK52688 Schoenberg Phantasy for Violin & Piano ( Menuhin) 
SM2X32622 Scrlabin Feuillet Op.58, Preludes Op.33 No.3. Op.49 No.42 2CD 
SMIK52654 Sibelius Sonnatines Op.67 Nos.1-3. Kyllikki 3 Lyric heces 2CD 
SM2K32657 Strau, ophelia Lied. Op 67. Arden Op 38 ( Schwarzkopf 2CD 

All the above and all Sony mid price CDs at £5.49 per CD 

The GLENN GOULD EDITION Boxes greatly reduced. 

SX17K32562 Volume I 17CD E72 
SX6K5269I Volume 2 6CD £32 
SX5K52692 Volume 3 5CD £.27 
SX81C32693 Volume 4 8CD £ 9 
SX I I K32693 
SXI2K52696 
SX8K52697 
SX3K6312I 

Volume 5 I ICD £49 
Volume 6 I2CD £52 
Volume 7 8CD £39 
Volume 8 3CD £ l9 

An offer that should not be missed. 

-THAT'S ENTERTAINMENT  
Amazing Savings on selected TER titles. 

CDTER1179 A Little Night Music Sondheim 
CDTER2I210 Cabaret ( Friedman. Pryce. Dench) 2CD 
MPRCD002 Deuce to the !Music « Tote Score to the TV series 
CDTER2I187 Gondoliers Gilbert & Sullivan 2CD 
CDTF-R21228 Guys & Dolls tresser 2CD 
CDTER21188 lolanthe & Sullivan 2CD 
CDTER2I150 HMS Pinafore Gilbert & Sullivan 2CD 
CDTEM21231 Jacques BM '.5live and well and living in Paris 2CD £ 15.99 
CDTER9026 J.us Christ Superstar ( Lloyd Webber. Rice) 
CDTER2 1170 Kismet Wrighl. Forest) 2CD 
CDTER2I212 Kiss Me Kate Porter 2CD 
CUTER 1145 Me & Sly Girl ( Gay. Rose. holler) 
CDTERIII1 Merry Widow Lehar ( Highlights) 
CDTER2I178 Mikado Gilbert & Sullivan 2CD 
CDTER2I21 I My Fair Lady Loewe, Lerner 2CD 
CDTF-R1182 Oliver! ( Baru 
CDTER21217 On The Town Bernstein. Comden. Green 2CD 
CDTER2I213 Patience Gilbert & Sullivan 2CD 
CDTER1207 Phantom of the Opera Lloyd Webber 
CDTER2I177 Pirates of Penzance Gilbert & Sullivan 2CD 
CDTER2I128 Ruddigore Gilbert & Sullivan 2CD 
CDTER2I199 Show Bo! Kern. Hammermein 2CD 
CDTER2I242 South Pacific Rogers. Hammentein 2CD 
CDTER2I185 Street Scene Weill 2CD 
CDTER21197 West Side Story Bernstein. Sondheim 2CD 
MPRCD001 •W64° Film Soundtrack 
CDTER2I195 Yeoman of the Guard Griten & Sullisan 2CD 

Superb value at £10.49 for single discs, buy a double CD at £19.98 and 

claim a free TER sampler (one sampler per customer). 

-WARNER CLASSICS 
3984216292 Bech Can's Vol. 6 ( Koopman. ABO) 3CD /29.99! 
3984216312 Britten Billy Budd ( Hampson. Rolf-Johnson. Nagano) £22.58 
3984216372 Couperin, Mozart. Soler Musk For Two (Koopman) 
3984216562 Douce Beene Airs Du Cour (Cohen. Boston Comeau) 
7559794612 Gustavo Santaolalla ltonroco' 
7559794562 Hersch Plays Thelon.% Monk 
0630193402 Ignacio de Jerusalem. Matins (Chanticleer) 
0630198992 labia Journey to the Amazon (kb. Winter. de Mello) 
3984216302 Loo at C'amegie Flail - Sumi Jo. Bonynge. Orch. of St. Lukes 
4509992072 Mozart Pf Cono 21. Mendelssohn Pf Cone 1 ( Huang. Masur) 
3984216322 Pyarr Recital ( David Pyatt. Jones) £ 11.29 
0630190912 Rachmaninov Sym Dances. Isle of... The Rock. ( Davis. RSPO) 
0630177402 Rachmaninov Comp. Songs Op.34 & 38 (011i, Konefikel 
3984210642 Rameau Les fete. stHebe(Christk. Florissants) 2CD 
7559794462 Salerno-Sonnenberg Humouresque' 
0630200312 Vox Human°, Voices Through Tune £ 11.29 
7559794582 World So Wide (Dawn Upshaw. Zinman. Orch. of St Luke') 

All the above at £10.99 per CD except where stated. 

MEET THE COMPOSER - Finlandisa fantastic series 

630197562 Lindburg Various Works 2CD 
630198082 Linkola Various Works 2CD 
630198072 Model* Songs for Male Voice Ch. (Helsinki UC, Hyokki) 2CD 
630198102 Polmgren Various Works 2CD 
630198092 Sermonic, Various Works 2CD 

Meet The Composer new issues at £6.99 per 2CD set! 

TESTAMENT 
S1371113-13 Oistrakh plays Beethoven. Liszt, Lalo etc. 3 new releases. 
SBT1141-43 Furtwangler cond., Brehms. Brucluser etc. 3 new releases. 
SBT1133 Ogden plays Liszt neu release 
SBT3082 Hollywood String Qrt 19a) Beethoven Late String Quanets 3CD 
SEIT1064-71 Anda Recital. all ›, 1:11, or ai allele separately. 
8811083 Ida Haendel Bruch & Beethoven Violin COOCR(05 (Kubelik) 
SBT1095 Emil Gild. Beethosen Pik., Concertos 4 & 5 ( Ludwig) 
8811109 Yehudi Menuhin Beethoven Violin Concerto ( Furtwangler) 

The full catalogue at £8.99 per CD, 3 or more for £8.49 per CD. 

-HYPERION  
Some fantastic releases from Britainis brightest record label. 

CDA66976 Bizet Songs (Murray. Johnson) 
CDA67035 Corelli, Scarlatti et al ( Purcell Qrt. Woolley) 
CDA66934 Dvorak Music for Violin & Piano ( Manvo.l. Tomes) 
CDA66990 Korogoid & Marx Pf Con. ( Hamelin. Vanskar Vol 18 
CDA66906 Mendelssohn Songs & Duets ( Daneman. Berg. Asti) 
CDA670I8 Mussorgsky & Prokollev Pf Mus ( Demidenko) 
CDA66965 Stanford Sacred Choral Wks (Winchester Cath Chr. Hill) 
CDA66980 Xesakla Choral Musk (New London Chamher Chou Wood) 

All Hyperion CDs at the outstanding Music Group price of £10.99 

per disc!! 

EMI VIRGIN 
FULL TO MID OFFER 

Order 2 or more at £7.99 each and claim Protecting Veil at £5.49! 

VC7592372 Bach Cantatas BWV73. illS & 131 ( Herrewege) 
VC5451902 Bach Concertos for Oboe ( Robson. Wallfisch. OAE) 
VC545I392 Bach Musical Offering BWV1079 (Ensemble Sonnene) 
VC7595652 Barber Cello Cone & Sonata. Adagio for Strings ( Sarasate) 
VC5452702 
VC5451312 
VC54503I2 
VC7592872 
VC7590062 
VC5452982 
VC7593002 
VC5452652 
VC5452512 
VC5452722 
VC5452122 
VC5452912 
VC5450362 
VC5451602 
VC5451242 
VC7590242 
VC7593152 
VC5452472 
VC5451452 
VC7590522 
VC7596612 

Barber Music f. Solo Piano ( McCawley) 
Beethoven Prono Sonatas (hem.) 
Byrd Complete Consort Music (Fretwork) 
Crussell Clarinet Concertos 1-3 ( Pay) 
Gobrielli Venetian Coronation 1595 ( Gabriel° Consort) 

Gershwin Songbook ( Marshall) 
Grieg Piano Sonata & Lyric Pieces (Andsn.) 
Handel Water Music. Fireworks (Norrington) 
Novak Eternal Longing & SIo.k Suite (Pesek. RLPO) 
Palestrina Sieber Mater (Toveener Consort. Parrott) 
Port Symphony No I (Jarvi. RSPO) 
Pergolesi Stab. Meter (Gens, Leone. 11 Semarino Musicak) 
Psalms 2 ( Neary. Lumsden. Choir of Westminster Abbey) 
Purcell Hail Bright Cecillia (Taverner Consort. Parrot) 
Rachmaninov Vespers ( Kailljune, Swedish Radio Choir) 
Rodrigo Coro coo de Aronjuez & Fantasia (labia Foster) 
Salle Too. ( iyinnopedi. etc (Queffelec) 
ScrIabin Plano Works ( Piero.) 
Sh.takoskh Cello Concertos I rik 2 (Mork, loosens) 
Taverner The Protecting Veil & Cello Suite No 3 
Tchaikinsky Symphony No 6 (Pletnev) 

All the above selections at £7.99 

-DECCA, DG, PHILIPS  
Latest Polygram releases 

4556642 Adam Le Toreador ¡ Sum, Jo, Bonynger 
4565432 Ane Anoche livorosloosky. ASME Martinet) 
4492122 Bach Prelude. & Fugues ( Preston) 
4544342 Bach Sr Matthew. Passion tOmh I lo, Broggen) 3CD £34.00! 
4535112 Barbara Bonney American Songs 
4544682 Beethoven Pf Cones 1 & 2 rUschida, Sanderling) 
4354722 Beethoven Pf Sons Op 22. Op 2h. Op.53 
4575832 Berlin Nero Year Concert iAlagna, Terfel. Pletnev. von Otter) 
4544542 Berlioz Rom.& Jul. ( Monteverdi Choir. Gardiner) 2CD £22.49! 
4551492 Fatter Pf Qn I. Pf Qnt l(Roge. Quatuor Ysaye/ 
4588602 Molder Sym 5 ( Cbailly. RCOA) 
4575822 Mokart dt Straws Ana, (Schafer. Abbadol£10 99 
4585572 Mozart & Vienna (Scalinti. Roussel) 
4335072 Pendereeki Violin Cone 2 iMurror. LSO. Penderecki( 
4588592 Poulenc Coolie Paille ( Lou. Roger 
4589302 RachmanInov Pf Conc 4 gThibaudet. Ashkenazy) 
4588582 Renee Flenung The Beautiful Voice £10.99 
4576672 Richter Legendary Recordings 1959 - 65 E12.49! 
4389312 Urn Lemper Tho Best of Lemper £ 10.99 

All the above at £ 11.49 per disc unless othenvise stated. 

-DUTTON 

CDS831004 
CDS.1131008 
CDS1B1005 
CDS831002 
CDS8310136 
CDS181001 
CDS.181009 
CDS/81007 
CDS.831010 
CDS.181003 
CDEA5004 
CDEA5013 
2CDAX2002 
CDEA60(14 Carroll Gibbons Oh Thai Kiss 
CDEA6006 Edmundo RO, Much. Mach Too Mach 
2CDAX2011 Gounod Faust iBeecharn2CD 
CDAX8018Handel Ballet M11,1, ( Beecham) 
2CDEA5010 Hoodel Messiah ( Sargent) 2CD 
2CDAX2003 Haydn Brahma Franck ( Beecham) 2CD 
CDAX80011reland Pf Conc. Monroe Sym G { Joyce. Heward, 
2CDAX2004 Mendelssohn Elijah ( Sargent) 2CD 
CDEA5008 Mozart Sym 29. 31 & 34 ( Beecham) 
2CDEA.5011 Mosart Zauberflote ( Beecham) 2CD 
CDCLP4001 Nielsen Sym 2 & 4 ( Jensen. Grondhal 
CDEA6005 Peter Yorke Glamorous Nights 
CDEA6003 Roy Fox Rise & Shine 
CDLX7005 Schumann Pf Cono ( Hess) 
CDAX8013Sibelius Sym 7 & Tempest ( Beecham) 
CDAX8002.5tokowski 20 Cent. Masterpieces 
CDAX8007V-WIlliams Britten ( Boyd Neel) 
CDAX8004V-Williams Serenade & Sym 2 (BBC SO. Wood) 
CDAX8011 V.Wlflionsn Sym 4 & 5 ( Barbirolli) 
CDLX7007 Wagner Escpts ( Beecham) 

CDAX/CDK - £8.49, CDCLP - £6.49, CDEA - £3.99, 

CDLX - £6.49, CDLXT/SJB - £8.99. 

Buy all 10 of the Barbirolli releases for an outstanding £80!! 

The entire Dutton catalogue on offer! 

Barbirolli At The Opera 
Barbrrolli Beethoven Sym ( BBC So, 
Barlorolli Conducts Delius 
Barbirolh French Musk 
Barbirolli Halle Favourites 
Barbirolli In New York 
Barbirolli Oboe Concert. 
Barbirolli Tchalkovsky Sym 5, Schumann Sym 4 
Barbirolli Vienese Night 
Barbirolli Works (ny Haydn 
Beethoven Sym I & 4 (Toscanini. BBC SO) 
Berlioz. Steams ( Koussevrtsky) 
Best of Sir Henry Wood 2CD 

-COLLINS CLASSICS   
Special Offers on the whole Collins Catalogue. 

12472 An Evening with Victoria de Los Angeles 
13792 Bach Cello Suites Vol I ( Cohen) 
13802 Bach Cello Suites Vol 2 (Cohen) 
2C0129 Maw istle Earth Dances (BBC SO, &coos) Live £3.99 
70412 Birtwistie Gawain (Opera Chorus. Howarth) 2CD 
13872 Birtwistle Triumph of lime ( Howarth) 
14902 Britten & Berkley Songs to WH Auden (Jones) 
70422 Britten Albert Herring ( Northern Sinfonia. Bedford) 2CD 
13432 Britten Choral Wks Vol 2 (Sixteen. Christopher%) 
70392 Brirten Complete Folk Songs (Lon Langridge. Bedford) 3C:1 
11022 Britten Pf Con Saxton Res of Christ ( MacGregor. ECO. Begird) 
10252 Britten Sims Qrts 2 itt 3 ( Britten Qrt) 
70302 Britten Turn of The Screw ( Lott. Langridge, Bedford) 2CD 
13032 Brillen Young Pertarns Guide ( Bridge) 
14872 Byrd !Masterpieces of Renaissance ( Higginbortom) 
20062° Casken Cello Concerto ( Schiff. Northern Sinfonialf.3.99 
13662 Maxwell Davies Black Pentecost ( Davies) 
20022' Maxwell Davies Con. Suite from Act 1 of Ballet ( Davies) f..399 
11812 Maxwell Desks Sym 4 & Trump Coon ( Davies) 
13902 Maxwell Dories Worldes Bliss & Turn of Tide ( Davies) 
10522 Debussy Images & Estampe ( Fou Ts'Ong) 
15232 Domonic Argenlo Quince at The Clavier 
12692 Elgar Sym I @ In The South (ASMF. Maniner) 
16052 (ilorl.0 Various Choral Wks ( Sixteen. Clvistophers) f.3.49 
70352 Handel Israel In Egypt (Sixteen. Christophers) 2CD 
20M29 Mason LIghthouses of Eng.& Wales (BBC SO. Zagrosek) 3.199 
200829 Matthews Sym 4 (East Of England Orch. Naborro) £3.99 
14442 51.nouum !slay ( Davies sampler) £3.99 
14652 Mehra.. Rebell° Choral Wks ( Sixteen, Christopher%) 
14802 Nlessioen Cinq Rechams (Sixteen. Christopher%) 
70332 Messioen Vingt Regards L'Enfant...(MacGregor) 2CD 
11532 %linart Horn Cones 1-4 libekwell) 
14722 Part Magnificat (BBC Singers Holten) 
14252 Purcell Funeral Music of Queen Mary (Sixteen. Christopher! 
14342 Rodrigo Przno Wks (Pizarro) 
13142 Rose & Oisinch Feather (Sixteen. Christophers) 
200329 Saxton Resurrection of Christ (BBC SO Berner') £3.99 
15042 Scarlattl Te Deum & Sieber Meter ( Sixteen. Christophers) 
12632 Schanvenka & Chopin Pf Cones (Tanyel) 
16082 Essence Of England (Sixteen. Christopbers) £3.49 
13252 Schorwenka Pf Wks Vol I (Tanyel) 
13522 Scharwerdra Pf Wks Vol 2 (Tanyel) 
14992 Schubert Partsongs (BBC Singers, City of London Sinfonia) 
10742 Schubert Trout Quintet Tanyel 
13942 S.-Whin Complete Mazurkas ( Picnics') 
16092 Seasons of Love (Various)2CD £ 1.49 
70292 Shostakovich Sym 7 ( Shosiakovich) 2CD 
200529 Toren. Repentant Thief (Maniner. LSO. Tilson Thomas)C3.09 
13592 Teixeira Te Der= ( Sixteen. Christophers) 
13132 Verdi Italian Songbook (O'Neill) 
13242 Vivaldi Flute Cone Op10 (Stinton) 
14622 Voices Of Angels (Sixteen. Christophers) 
11402 V-%11111ams Orch Wks (Clarke) 
12022 V. Willionto Sym 5 & 6 (ASMF. Martine.) 
20072' Wood Pf Cone Op.31 (MacGregor. BBC SO. Davis) £3.99 

The entire Collins Classics Catalogue at £9.49 per disc until 31/03/98. 

Send for Catalogue 

'A Fantastic introduction to the Collins label buy all 8 samplers 

for £30. 

ASSOCIATION OF BRITISH CLASSICAL DISTRIBUTORS 

Independent distributors join forces to bring you a wealth of 

undiscovered gems! 

26693 Beach Pf Mush: Vol I Still Waters ( Polk/ £ 12.99 
NPD85622/2 Cherbunini Fluke (Treigle. Halvorson. Ostendort) 2CD 24.9!! 
F1.231 Il Chopin Last Major Piano Works ( Monti) £&99 
SIGX7800 Czerny Prono Concerto; Sym 2 ( Ming, G..11 E11.99 
SIGX8900 Czerns Sym I & 5 ( SU...oh HIM. Militia's) £ 11.99 
NIS192052 Diepenbrock Songs Vol 3 ( Pregardien. Holt. 'amen) £11.99 
7104372 Janacek Tams Bulb. Sinfonietta (Trldi10£12.99 
REM) 11309 Katchachurian Sabre Dance ( Miklos Soben. pl) £ 11.99 
7105802 Slortinu Sinfonietta La Jolla ( Kukal. Hala. Progue CO)C12.99 
REM3I1164 Poulenc Melodies & Songs (Cote. Baril) El 1.99 
FL23107 Rachmaninov Piano Coact's° ( Laplante) £8.99 
F1.23082 Rodrigo Concerto de Aranjuez ( Pieni, Ens Amer') £8.99 
Z6700 Schumann Song Cyele0P.24. 42.48 (Shirley-Quirk. Fleisher) 

£12 99 
£6699 Walton Facade Bks 1 & 2 (Redgrave, Silverstein) £ 12.99 

Please contact us for further details on the above releases. 

We regulary mail special offer lists to our customers, which an 
jammed packed with great offers. If you would like to receive s 

list please get in touch and we will despatch one to you. 
To the discerning buyer of jazz, look no further! Ask for a sel 

price list and an offer list, we are sure that you will 
not be disappointed. 

THE MUSIC GROUP, Dept H, 3 Regal Lane, Soham, Cambridgeshire CB7 SBA, England 
RI: 01353 722223 Fax: 01353 723733 Office open Monday In Friday 9.00am to 5.00pm. Answering machine at all other times 

CARRIAGE: Free to UK Addresses on orders over £15.00, £0.60 on orders under £15.00: Europe £1.00 for 1st CD; £0.511 per additional CD: 

other countries £ 1.50 for 1st CD, £1.25 per additional CD. 

VAT: AB the above prices Include UK VAT at the current rate of 17.5%. Customers outside the EEC should deduct VAT 

(deduct 14.89% of the above prices). 

PRICES in this advert may not apply to orders received at our office after 31 March 1998. 

THE MUSIC GROUP can supply CDs from more than 350 Labels. A Comprehensive Price List is Available on Request. 

How to order: 

I Prepare a list of items you would like us to supply quoting Labels and Catalogue numbers if possible, or as much other information as you have to 

enable us to identify your exact requirements. 

2 Post. Fax or 'Phone the list to us at the above address. ensuring that your name and address and any other instructions are clear. Please mention this 

magazine and issue date on your order and keep a copy for your reference. 

3. Include a cheque or postal order (payable in £Sterling please), or provide a credit/charge card number & expiry date (and issue number if on the 

card). Cheques may have the"amount in figures' space blank and the amount the cheque is not to exceed, e.g. "Not to exceed Forty Pounds" written 

in the "amount in words" space. We will complete the amount in figures to correspond with the value of the items we supply. All shipments will be 

accompanied by an invoice showing the amount charged. 
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SHOW 
HALIFAX 

IMPERIAL C ROWN H OTEL 
18th & 19th April, 1998 

ADMISSION 
FREE 

CONTACT: 

Alison Archer 

0181 881 1623 

P.O. Box 16840, London N22 7WD 

AlLUDDO 

111L1L1U[SDON 
23 Langley Broom 

Langley 

Berks SL3 8NB 
TEL: (01753) 542761 FAX: (01753)772532 
OPENING HOURS: 

10am - 8pm Monday - Saturday ( By appointment) 

*•. TUB 

ALO 

RE—BUILDING SALE 
DUE TO BUILDING WORK BEING CARRIED OUT SOMETIME AROUND 

MARCH/APRIL/MAY, WE NEED TO MOVE LOTS OF BOXES TO MAKE 

ROOM, SO LISTED BELOW ARE SOME OF THE BARGAINS ON OFFER. 

THERE ARE MORE THAN WE CAN LIST BELOW SO DO RING IF YOU 
HAVE ANY SPECIFIC NEEDS. 

A) P.E. EQUIPMENT 

AUDIO INNOVATIONS S800 ANNIVERSARY POWER 

AMP & BORDER PATROL POWER SUPPLY 

DALI 104MS FLOORSTANDING SPEAKERS 
LFD MC2 PHONO STAGE 

AUDIOPLAN KONTRAPUNKT SPEAKERS (BLACK) 

AUDIO INNOVATIONS 1000 VALVE 

PHONO & PASSIVE PRE 

ROKSAN XERXES & SME 3009 

S/2 + GOLDRING 1022 

BEARD BB1 (SEPARATE POWER SUPPLY) 

50W/CH VALVE INTEGRATED AMP 

MARTIN LOGAN QUEST 

(ELECTROSTATIC/HYBRID SPEAKERS) 

MERIDIAN 500 TRANSPORT (CLOCKED) 

AUDIO RESEARCH D200 POWER AMP 

QUAD 57'S BRONZE (2 PAIRS - 1 EXC. CONDITION) 

NEW SALE 

2000 900 

650 300 

1500 700 

N/A 400 

1500 700 

1200 500 

2500 1000 

5000 1900 

1350 700 

3300 1900 

N/A 350 

E3) NEW/EX DEMO AT 15 TO 40% DISCOUNT DEPENDING ON USE -  
PLEASE RING:  

TRIANGLE TE60 AMP; COMETE, TITUS, ZAYS SPEAKERS; 
ELECTROCOMPANIET ECI-1 - ECI-2 INTEGRATED'S, EC3 - MC AND EC4 
PRE'S PLUS AW100 POWER AMP 

HEYBROOK HALO'S, HEYLETTE, HEYSTAK, QUARTET, SEXTET, 

SPEAKERS AND SIGNATURE AMPS. SHEARNE, PHASE 2.5 AND PHASE 

3 POWER AMP. DAC'S BY AVI, PINK TRIANGLE (ORDINAL, DACAPO), 
DPA SIGMA III, HARMAN KARDON LS0300 SPEAKERS, AVR30 PRO-
LOGIC RECEIVER 

Vr 'audio Hi- Fi Consultants 
36 Druid Hill, Stoke Biship, Bristol BS9 lEJ 

Tel / Fax: 0117 968 6005 

acurus 

Classé Audio: Enlightened Audio Designs 
EUPHONIA ISOLATION DEVICES 

RENAISSANCE AUDIO 
KORA : MIRAGE 

EX.DEMO / PART EXCHANGE- ALL ITEMS GUARANTEED & 
SEE PRICE GUIDE - OR MAKE US AN OFFER 

(Reasonable please!!) KORA - EX.DEMO - NIINT 

"THE SILENT ONES' 
Triode Preamplifier + MM Phono Stage (£ 1250) £750 

Eclipse: 

0 ntr:raeteFduiLliFnuenTctuibeon 

Amplifier (fI850) 
D50: 50w Pure Class A Integrated Line Tube 

Amplifier (£2700) 
s3e:w Pure 

enCcleasPs APur e T 

Remote Tube Preamplifier + MM/MC Bal. O. 

and External Power Supply (£3100) £2350 

100SB: 80w Pure Triode Monoblocs + Bal. & S/E 
Inputs & Resonance Tuned Chassis (5350) £4350 

CLASSE AUDIO - EX.DEMO - MINT 

CP-35: Remote Balanced Linestage Preamplifier ( Black) (£ 1100) 
CAP- I00: 100w Remote Balanced Integrated 

Amplifier ( Black) (f2000) 
CA-200: 200w/500w Balanced Stereo/Mono Switchable 

Power Amplifier ( Black) (£3000) 
CA-400: 400w/1400w Balanced Stereo/Mono Switchable 

Power Amplifier (Silver) (£5500) 

CABLES - EX.DEMO 

£1350 BMLP 1MM Bal. Interconnect (430) £278 

MWP 6.0M Speaker Cable (Pair) (£712) £462 
£2050 HF8 1.0M 75 ohm Digital 

Interconnect (£230) £150 

£750 

£1595 

£2495 

£4250 

MIRAGE 

EAICE 

EX.DEMO - MINT 

"THE BIPOLAR CREATORS" 

M-290: 2-way Audiophile Compact 

Monitors (£400) £249 
MBS: 2-way,4-driver Bipolar Satellites plus  

Special Stands £430 £325 

MI-si: 3-way,6-driver Bipolar Loudspeakers 

- the Ultimate (£6000) £4995 
M5-si: 2-way,4-driver Bipolar Radiators(f2000) £ 1495 

MISCELLANEOUS - SECOND HAND - MINT 

Audio Research: SP15A Remote Balanced Linestage 

Preamplifier (£7000) £1995 
Mark Levinson: No. 27.5 Power Amplifier - still under 

warranty (£5400) £3200 
Counterpoint: SA20 220w Valve Hybrid Power 

Amplifier (£3000+) £1150 

ALL S/HAND ITEMS BOXED AND GUARANTEED 

1ST COME 1ST SERVED - ONLY ONE OF EACH ITEM UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED 

• Mail Order Service • Export Facilities : • All Major Credit Cards Accepted 

HI-F 
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A
Long known as specialists in rare tube brands. Billington Export 
provides a line of premium-grade valves to fill the increasing 
demand for hard-to- find tubes! BILLINGTON GOLD features spe-
cially tested valves selected for long life, low microphony and low 
noise. Versions with gold plated pins are available. BILLINGTON 
GOLD brand comes from a variety of countries around the world. 
We have carefully chosen the best manufacturer for each type, 
with an emphasis on the highest audio quality and product relia-
bility. We stock one million valves including: BRIMAR, GE USA. 

GEC UK,MAZDA, MULLARD, RCA, RUSSIAN/SOVTEK/SVETLANA, SYLVANIA, TESLA, THERMIONIC, TUNGSRAM and other rare 
brands, as well as stockets and CRTs. 

NEW IMPROVED QUALITY 300B 

In July 1997 we were delighted to 
receive the first production of the lat-
est design Chinese 300B with 
improved filament support, gold 
plated grid & graphite coated anode 
lour ref: VA/300B] Carefully tested, 
90 day guarantee, 

Billington OB...@ £54.00 each " 
• 10 pieces @ £36.00 each * 
• 20 pieces @ £35.00 each * 

BILLINGTON GOLD 

2A3 
6L6GC 
6L6GT 
6SL7GT 

12AX7 
50CA10 
274B 
300BNA300B 
New improved version 
807 
811A 
813 
845 
4300B 
5881 
6550B/B3 
E81CC 
E8ICC-01 
E82CC 
E82CC-01 
E83CC-01 
E88CC 
ECC81 
ECC82 
ECC83 
ECC85 
ECC88 
EF86 
EL34 
EL84 
GZ34 
KT66 
KT88 Special 
GEC replica 

KT88 
IT21 Chinese 

17.25 
9.50 

6.45 
4.50 
4.50 

22.50 
12.00 

54.00 
9.95 
9.00 

24.00 
33.00 
66.00 

8.00 
16.43 
5.25 
9.50 
4.50 
8.50 
8.50 
8.00 
4.42 
4.42 
4.50 
6.00 
4.50 
9.90 
7.50 

3.60 
8.40 

9.50 

22.50 

18.50 
27.00 

TOPCAPS 

For 2C34, 807, etc. £2.03 
For 12E1,5B-254M, PL519 £1.95 

RARE BRANDS 

3C24EEV 
4CX250BM [EIMAC] 
4250A/QB35750 Philips 
5R4GY RCA 
5R4WGB USA 
5U4G Rogers 
5Y3GT 
6AH4GT USA 
6AS7G Russian 
6AU5GT GE USA 
6AU6WC ECG Philips 
6AU8A USA 
6BE6/5915 ECG Philips 
6BH6 RCA 
6BL3 USA 
6C33CB Russian 
6CG7 USA 
6CG7 Yugoslavian 
6CH6 Brimar 
6CW4 
6DL4/8255 Telefunken 
6J4/CV5311 
6J5 RCA 
6J5GT Pinnacle 
6J7G USA 
6L5G USA 
6L6GA Sylvania 
6Q7G/CV587 
65.17 RCA 
6SN7GT Ken Rad 
6SQ7 
6U8A RCA 
6V6 RCA Black Metal 
6V6GT MWT 
6X4W Raytheon USA 
12AZ7A USA 

27.00 
60.00 
90.00 
9.00 
9.00 

24.00 
7.50 
7.50 
2.93 
3.75 
1.20 
0.75 
0.90 
2.48 
0.60 

29.25 
7.20 
6.75 
2.93 
7.80 
4.50 
1.20 
3.60 
1.46 
3.45 
2.70 

22.50 
2.99 
3.30 
5.55 
3.00 
1.43 

15.00 
5.85 
3.00 
2.70 

RUSSIAN/SVETLANA 

6B4G 
6550B-2 
6550C 
EL34 Svetlana 
SV572-3 
SV572-10 
SV572-30 

SV572-160 
SV811-3 
SV811-10 

23.40 
18.00 
27.00 
8.92 

105.00 
120.00 
105.00 
105.00 

27.30 
27.30 

ORDERS 
For orders over £600.00 

please deduct 33%. 
[Does NOT apply to items marked C] 

12BH7 Yugoslavian 
12BH7A RCA 
12E1 STC TTT UK 
I2SG7 
125N7GT 
13E1 STC UK 
85A2 Mullard 
350B Chinese 
4UA 
807 USA 
1625 USA 
2050W RCA 
5687WB Philips 
57510E 
5755 Raytheon 
5814AECG/Philips 
6028 
6111WA Philips 
6336A Amperex 
6350 USA 
6414 USA 
6463 GE USA 
6550A GE USA 
7119 Mullard USA 
7308 ECG Philips 
7581A ECG Philips 
9002 [audio triode] RCA 
A2293/CV4079 
C3m Siemens 
CV4025 
CV4062/E2134 
CV4068 Brimar 
DA42 GEC 
DG7-32 Mullard 
E34L Tesla 
ESSUCV5808 Milliard 

6.90 
13.50 
15.00 
0.60 
2.25 

120.00 
4.50 
14.25 
12.00 
10.50 
5.93 
8.25 
5.93 
3.90 
2.63 
2.70 
0.99 
1.50 

54.00 
1.50 
2.99 
2.25 

42.00 
9.45 
5.25 

25.50 
1.50 
4.43 
15.30 
1.50 
5.25 
4.50 

28.50 
21.00 
12.00 
37.50 

E8OCC Mullard 
E8OF Philips 
E8OL Philips 
E88CC Tesla Gold pin 
EI8OCC Mullard 
E182CC Mullard 
EB9I 
ECC81/CV4024 Mullard UK 
ECC82/CV4003 Mullard UK 
ECC86 Mullard 
ECF80/6BL8 
ECH8I Russian 
ECL82 Tungsgram 
ECL85/805 
ECL86 
EF3TA Mullard UK Grey 
EF39/CVI053 
EF86/CV4085 GEC UK 
EF86 Russian/Svetlana 
EF95/CV4010 Mullard 
EF184 RFT 
EL38 
EL86 Russian 
EL90 Brimar 
F2A Siemens 
F2All Siemens 
GZ32 Philips 
GZ37/CV378 Mullard UK 
KT90 Yugoslavian 
PCL82 llingsram 
PCL86 [ECL86] Russian 
PL504 
PL519 Tungsram 
QQV03/20A GEC 

Sl1E12/CV4060 
Z2b 

45.00 
18.00 
31.50 
8.85 
5.40 
9.45 
1.50 
7.50 
10.20 

5.93 
0.60 
1.48 
2.93 
1.49 
2.40 
5.25 
1.65 

19.50 
8.40 
1.95 
0.99 
13.32 
1.49 
2.25 

135.00 
120.00 
POA 
9.00 

25.50 
1.35 
0.53 
5.48 
8.40 
5.25 

43.50 
27.00 

WHOLESALE SECTION 
6AL5/EB91 Milliard, government box 100 pieces @ £ 75.00 [£0.75 each] • 
6J5GT Russian 10 pieces @ £ 9.00 [£0.90 each]* 
9002 RCA USA audio triode 100 pieces @ £ 60.00 [£0.60 each]* 
EI8OCC/7062 Mullani UK box anode GVT 100 pieces @ £360.00 [£3.60 each]* 
EF37A Mullard UK Grey 50 pieces @ £125.00 [£2.50 each]* 
EF86 Russian, Identical to Svetlana EF'86 but no logo 

50 pieces @ £210.00 [£4.20 each]* 
50 pieces @ £200.00 [£4.00 each]5 EL34 Chinese tested - guaranteed 

RARE SOCKETS 
47E [for 4212E] 
4B4/B5B [for PX4] 
45DA [for DA100] 
B5 [for ML4] 
PO5 [for Aa, Ba] 
Octal and B9A sockets IN STOCK...POA 
Side contact for AZ1 [CT8] ORDER CODE 8P/85C 

ORDER CODE 47E 
ORDER CODE 4B4/5BB 
ORDER CODE 45DA 
ORDER CODE 4B4/BSA 
ORDER CODE 5P0 

37.50 
3.98 
15.00 
3.98 
11.70 

10.43 

BILLINGTON lipEXPORT 111111. LIMITED 

All items in stock at the time of going to press. Prices in GB Pounds. Please ask for our free 50 page catalogue of valves. 
AMERICAN EXPRESS, MASTERCARD, VISA, accepted. 
MINIMUM ORDER: UK £50 + VAT & Carriage. Export £ 100.00 [US $ 150.00] + Carriage. 
3,000 OTHER TYPES OF VALVES IN STOCK! PLEASE INQUIRE FOR ANY TYPE NOT LISTED. 

I E GILLMANS TRADING ESTATE 
BILLINGSHURST 

WEST SUSSEX RH 14 9EZ UK 
TEL: ( 0)1403 784961 FAX: ( 0)1403 783519 

VISITORS STRICTLY BY APPOINTMENT PLEASE 



Review 

POWER 
RANGERS 

David Price celebrates Japan's best-kept 'speaker 
secret, Yamaha's NS1000M. 

W
hy, if humankind 
has put vehicles on 

Mars and mastered 

open-heart surgery, 

can it not design an accurate 
loudspeaker? Even at the best of 
times, modern 'speakers are 

compromised devices, and getting 
one to work properly from 20Hz to 
20kHz is still an uncommon 

occurrence. 

Given that moving-coil drivers 

have all sorts of colorations to sully 

them, and that electrostatics only 

work effectively over a limited 
frequency range, engineers have to 

employ clever tricks to get the best 

from these units. Back in the early 

Seventies, Yamaha decided the 

answer was Beryllium domes, and 

the NS1000 was born. 
Using this expensive metal, 

Yamaha came up with treble and 

midrange drivers that produced 

extremely low levels of distortion, 

excellent dispersion and phase 
coherence. In fact, mated together 

by a complex crossover network, 

they behaved much as an 

electrostatic panel but with more 

extended highs and better power 

handling. Matched with a fast, light, 
rigid paper-coned 300mm bass unit, 

the combination was dynamite. 

The first NS1000s went on sale in 
1975, built like the proverbial brick 

powder room and with HF and 

midrange trim pots built into the 

front baffles. At over £400, their 
price reflected their advanced 

engineering and superb 32kg-per-

box build. They were quite unlike 

anything people had ever heard — 

best described as sounding like a 

Quad ESL with a ribbon super-

tweeter and a sub-woofer to handle 
the lows! 

In Japan and the States they were 
rapturously received, with recording 

studios and broadcast 

companies throwing their 

money at Yamaha. Quite 
simply, there was no other 

'speaker to touch the NS1000's 
combination of transparency, 
speed and power handling. But 
over here, reactions were mixed. 

Reviewers used to soft, bland 

Bextrene-coned BBC monitors 
found them forwatd and fatiguing 

and prone to harshness and fizz. 

The problem was that the 

Yamahas were utterly unforgiving 

of the amps that drove them. 
With high sensitivity and a 

relatively easy load, most 

Japanese audiophiles were using 

them with muscular valve amps that 

had a warm, smooth sound. In 

Britain the fashion was for big, 

punchy transistor power amps such 

as Naim's NAP250, which, without 
soft Bextrene or polypropylene 

cones to hide behind, could sound — 

yes, that's right — forward, fatiguing 

and fizzy! 

In 1977 the NS1000s gained 

slightly smaller, more rigid cabinets, 
black paint and an 'M' suffix. Re-

reviewed by the UK press, they were 

decried as harsh - with the 
exception of Practical Hi-Fi, whose 

reviewer used them with the then 
seriously unfashionable Quad Il and 

gave them a big thumbs up. Funny, 
that. 

In truth, the NS1000Ms are one 

of the most transparent 'speakers 

ever made, with dazzlingly fast 

transients, superb sound staging and 

great clarity and detail. But they also 

have a JBL-like capacity to inject 
life, drama and scale into everything 

they touch — a formidable 
combination of virtues! Partner them 

with valves or Class A tranny power 

amps, turn the midrange trim pot 
down to —3dB (they do have a slight 

mid-

forward balance, but this 

assuages it), site them on sturdy, low 

stands (Atacama BD200s are perfect) 

and you'll struggle to find a 'speaker 

that's as much fun. 

Although Yamaha discontinued 

the NS1000M in the UK in 1995, in 
Japan it lives on as the NS1000X. 

With the M's fabled mid and treble 

units plus an improved carbon-fibre 

woofer, it's a fantastic loudspeaker. 
But top dog is the anniversary 

edition NS10000, big enough to 

make the ' 1000 look like a 

Wharfedale Diamond! 

Because the last NS1000Ms cost 

over £ 1500, these are not cheap 

boxes second-hand - pay between 
£400 and £800 depending on age 

and condition. Look for 'one careful 
owner' and avoid examples that 

sound fizzy — it's a sign of a 

distressed Beryllium driver just 

about to die. Replacements are 

readily available from Yamaha 

Electronics (te!-. 01923 233166) but 
expensive. Happy headbanging! 

Thanks to Yamaha's David Hunt for 

his assistance in the preparation of 
this article. 
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SALE SALt 

EPOCH REFERENCE 5 
LOUDSPEAKERS 

£2099 £2399 

RHYTHM 211/VT4C 
£2499 

NEW AEO 
£49-9.9 

INTEGRATED 
£1999 

SALet 

A,MMA 
ACOUSTICS 

Soundlab Dynastat loudspeakers - mint 
reduce to clear 

C4750 £ I701 

Muse Serris 11 one seven fives mono power 
Balance amplifers mint go well with 
the above spk. £3999 

Audionote SPX reference speaker cable 2.5m 
by wire set ( I Om) £7000 

Voyd bl s.p.u. SME4 Si!tech wired Audionote 1.0 
cartridge Audio innovatio-is 1000 M.C.T 
BARGAIN! All above mint as new £4714 

GEMINI line integrated S. Ended 
£699 BARGAIN Last one! 

RHYTHM 211 /VT4C phono Ex-Demo Marked £2499 

RHYTHM LINE Ex review/as new £2499 

AEON MK I MONOBLOCKS 20Watt S.E. Si 
construction Ex-review ncw marked - to clear £4999 L249' 

Era Std. phono mm preamp New marked £999 £39' 

SPACE REFERENCE MKII ex hi-fi show display as new 
BARGAIN!! Stunning sound/looks £7999 £549' 

SPACE 300B £1999 £79 

Epoch loudspeakers Ex-demo £1499 

Sonateer Campion line integrated as new £580 C3e 

Audiolab integrated as new S/H £28, 

Rogers LS35A's loudspeaker walnut S/H 

Totem model I B Signatu-e loudspeaker 
black including stands £1350 C60, 

Mana sounds table £ 00£1 

Torlyte stand one of the best ever made" 

Aristone Q Deck Turntable 

£1701 

£2801 

C240, 

N EW ! RHYTHM REFERENC I RODUCTORY OFFER ! £-4'n £2799 

C35, 

L99' 

LI65, 

Tel: 01753 526939 
Fax: 01753 532262 

Ivy Lodge, 81 Sussex Place, Slough, Royal Berkshire, SL1 1 NN, England. 

SALE SALE SALE 



COMPACT DISC PLAYERS 

QUAD 67 second-hand 

One of Quad's best products for a long time, the 
67 is warmer and smoother than most, yet is 
highly musical and revealing. 

KENWOOD DP-3080/1I £180 

Has great clarity and presence for the price. Not 
quite as naturally expressive as the CD4SE though. 

CAMBRIDGE CD4SE £200 

A touch soft in the treble but outstanding in 
every other aspect. 

ARCAM ALPHA 7 £320 

This British built player is extremely good value. 
Upfront, punchy nature suits Techno and Rock. 

lipiRANTZ CD-63MKII KI-S £400 

Similar to the CD-63SE but more powerful bass 
and an all-round smoother sound. 

PHILIPS CDR 870 RECORDER £500 

Replay quality is on a par with £250 machines but 
analogue and digital recordings on CD-R and 
CD-RVV are outstanding. 

ROKSAN CASPIAN £895 

The Caspian has a smooth, even sound with some 
of the clearest treble in the business. Very 
engaging, dynamic character. 

MERIDIAN 506 20-BIT £1100 

Very detailed and revealing player. More cerebral 
than visceral though. 

DEMON DCD.51.0 Iffig £1300 

A warm, atmospheric and smooth performer that 
never fails to involve. 

MARANTZ CD- 17 KI-S £1300 

The Marantz excels in all areas. Without doubt 
this is one of the most involving CD players 
on the planet. Build quality is also exemplary. 

PINK TRIANGLE LITAURAL £2100 

Possesses the same lush tonal colour as the 
Da Capo but is superior in every other way. 

MCINTOSH CDM7009 £2635 

A thoroughly inspiring machine. One of the most 
musical CD players around; sweet, open and 
detailed. 

COMPACT DISC TRANSPORTS 

TEAC VDRS-T I £550 

Not as substantially built as its chunky looks 
suggest, the T 1 is nevertheless a good entry-level 
transport with a warm, expansive sound. 

AUDIOLAB 8000CDM £1300 

Beautifully built and finished, the CDM is packed 
with sensible features and performs reliably, day- in 
day-out. 

World favourites guide 

TEAC P-30 £2500 

Cheap it isn't, but then it sounds like a million 
digital dollars. Nothing short of superb. 

CD CONVERTORS 

MUSICAL FIDELITY X-DAC £300 

A bargain for normal CDs and even better with 
HDCDs. 

ASSEMBLAGE DAC-2 £400 (KIT) 

Takes little building to produce a clean, clear sound. 
HDCD filter included. 

MARSTON SILHOUETTE £795 

With Crystal Semiconductors' I8- bit DAC the 
Marston produces clean-cut images and a 
transparent sound stage. Very rhythmic too. 

PINK TRIANGLE DA CAPO £1450+ 

Offers a choice of filter modules, all up there 
with the best. The Da Capo is impressive in many 
respects, but is long in the tooth now. 

DPA 1024 £6000 

Proof positive that today's CDs needn't sound 
CD-like! Uses an in-house discrete convertor, 
and DPA haven't skimped on the build 
either! 

TURNTABLES 

GARRARD 401 second-hand 

In a decent plinth with an arm of SME 309 calibre, 
the 401 has a highly authoritative overall sound with 
the most solid, expressive bass in the business. 
Very musical, but treble isn't up to modern 
standards. 

THORENS TO 124 second-hand 

One of Thorens' best-ever turntables. Needs a 
modern plinth to give of its best. Duly installed, 
it's good enough to face off the Garrard 401, 
swapping some of its bass power for a more 
delicate, incisive treble. 

ORIGIN LIVE STANDARD £145 (KIT) 

Fine in standard form with AC motor, frighteningly 
good with a DC motor and battery PSU. 

SYSTEMDEK IIX900/RB2S9 £330 

A fine all rounder and easy to upgrade too.Has 
more depth and breadth than Regs Planar 3, 

PINK TRIANGLE TARANTELLA £575 

Not only does the Tarantella have more style 
than a catwalk full of models, it also combines 
PT's usual clarity with real authority. 
The biz. 

VPI HW 19 JUNIOFt/RB300 IL599 

With its control and grip on music the Junior 
never fails to engage. Set-up is a piece of cake 
and there's a whole range of upgrades on offer 
too. 

MICHELL GYRODEC £800 

Stunning looks, build and fine sound. Standard PSU 
has detailed, architectural, if undynamic sound. 
With QC PSU, scale and insight kill the competition. 

PRO-JECT 6.ISA £999 

The Pro-ject places the listener in the best seat in 
the control room. Outrageous dynamics and a 
punchy, seriously deep bass. Comes with Sumiko 
arm and Ortofon MC30 Supreme. 

ROKSAN XEFtXES X £1295 

DSU or XPS 3.5 power supply £ 150/170 extra. 
Excellent pitch stability from a new Swiss motor 
and outboard power supply. Very tight bass, fine 
dynamics and revealing clarity. 

MICHELL ORBE £1950 

The Darth Vader of analogue, the Orbe builds on 
the strengths of the Gyrodec. An ultra- tuneful, 
expansive sound. 

SME MODEL 20 £2495 

Including the excellent SME V tonearm, the Model 
20 is possibly the last great turntable, unless you've 
got £ 11,000 for the Model 30, that is. 

TONE-ARMS 

LINN ITTOK S/H 

This early heavyweight arm benefits from fine 
engineering. Good dynamics and grip. 

REGA RB300 £130 

Supremely capable at the price, but not quite 
humankind's salvation as has been 
suggested. Detailed, tight, rhythmic 
sound but tonally rather grey and cold-
sounding. 

SME 3009511 £375 

This Paleolithic device doesn't bother with 
frequency extremes or detail, but its legendary 
serviceability makes it a cult in Japan. Oh death, 
where is thy sting? 

SME309 £570 

A down-market version of the IV and V 
with aluminium armtube and detachable 
headshell. Tight, neutral sound with good 
tonality, but lacks the IV's pace and precision. 

SME V £1235 

A masterpiece of precision engineering with a 
cohesive, ultra-transparent sound. 

CARTRIDGES 

ORTOFON VMS-2E £10 

Warm, full-bodied, punchy and fast. Not to be 
sniffed at for a tenner. Can be upgraded with a 
better stylus at a later date. 

GOLDR1NG 10I2GX c_41 
An accomplished MM with a solid bass, slightly 
forward midband and clean transients. £20 buys 
the faster, more dynamic I 022GX. 

HI-FI WORLD 
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D NM MICA £185 

Betters Goldring's 1042 and costs only £ 135 on 
trade-in. An assured, detailed and transparent MM. 

ORTOFON SUPREMES £225-E450 

The MC 10, MC20 and MC30 Supremes all offer 
superb sound and value for money, with a rich, 
smooth and musical performance. 

ORTOFON MC2000 £650 

We came across this one in an SME IV on a 
Garrard 401; it duly gave one of the best results 
we've ever heard. 

ORTOFON ROHMANN £1000 

In a way it's MC2000 meets MC7500 with the 
tonal strengths and dynamo sound Ortofon put 
into their moving-coil cartridges. 

LYRA LYDIAN £649 

A truly musical, sophisticated device that makes 
most other MCs sound frigid. 

VAN DEN HUL MC-I0 £840 

Fluid bass, finely etched treble and highly tuneful in 
between. The MC- I0 is honey, pure and simple. 

ORTOFON MC7500 £2000 

Conclusive proof that there's hope for humankind. 
CD lovers would die if they heard it. 

INTEGRATED AMPLIFIERS 

MISSION CYRUS I/II S/H 

Both versions give a detailed, articulate and 
dynamic sound but can sound lean. 

DENON PMA-250SE £160 

It might not have bags of grunt but the Denon can 
sound very natural and open. 

ROTEL RA-970BX £250 

With its smooth and powerful sound, the 
Rotel sings a seductive song with all types of 
music. 

PIONEER A-300R PRECISION £299 

This is the cooking A-300 tweaked with special 
components and it shows. Rhythm and detail 
are first-class and the phono stage isn't far behind. 

AUDIO ANALOGUE PUCCINI SE £595 

This superbly made Italian integrated has a lucidity 
and control which leave the competition at up to 
£1000 standing. Sound stage depth is 
unequalled. 

SUGDEN A211, £640 

Class A transistor amp. Rich, crisp, deep, tight 
sound and it images well too. Wonderful. 

ROKSAN CASPIAN £695 

Smooth, warm integrated with remote control 
that works happily into most 'speakers. 

SONETEER ALABASTER £995 

Builds on the strengths of the Campion with 
ample control, colour and drive. 

UNISON SIMPLY 2 £995 

This single-ended valve amplifier is smooth, 
sweet and open. An extremely musical 
performer. 

UNISON SIMPLY 4 £1495 

Sonically similar to the Simply 2, but with more 
power and control. 

McINTOSH MA6800 £3735 

The MA6800 not so much plays music as 
takes control of it, with effortless bass 
drive and a three-dimensional sound 
stage. 

PHONO STAGES 

QED DISCSAVER £35 

A true bargain that offers a cohesive, musical 
sound but avoid using it in thin sounding 
systems. 

ROTEL RQ-970BX £I30 

Superb value entry-level phono stage with 
audiophile quality components and clear sound. 

LFD MISTRAL PHONO STAGE £300 

The Mistral has a warmth and involvement that 
make many more expensive phono stages sound 
overpriced. 

MICHELL ISO/HERA £530 

Open. spacious and 3-D sound. Not for fans of 
warmth though. 

AUDIO INNOVATIONS P2 £749 

Fantastic bass and super insight make this one of 
the best phono stages around. One for vinyl 
lovers. 

ROKSAN ARTAXERXES X £950 

With the Attessa PSU the Artaxerxes X 
MM/MC stage still shines. Its fortes are great 
stage depth, neutrality and tonal colour. Musical 
too. 

PRE-AMPLIFIERS 

AUDIOLAB 8000C £520 

Versatile with superb phono input. Can 
sound sterile, but latest version is much 
improved. 

AUDIOLAB 8000Q £995 

Excellent line- level only pre-amp, greatly improves 
on 8000C with a more fluid, musical sound and 
greater grip. Remote control. 

XTC PRE-I £1000 

Almost valve-like in its smoothness, the line- level 
Pre- I is a warm and seductively clear. 

CHORD CPAI800 £1800 

Clarity, insight and control are second to none - an 
addictive mixture. 

MAFtANTZ MODEL 7 PRE-AMP £3500 

A '60s reissue, the Marana pre-amp still sounds 
superb. Has a great phono stage. 

POWER AMPLIFIERS 

QUAD II second-hand 

Classic valve monoblock with many thousands 
still in use. Archetypal warm, smooth valve 
sound, although not the last word in detail or 
dynamics. 

LEAK STEREO 20 second-hand 

The Stereo 20 can sound impressively up-to-date, 
although power and detail are ultimately 
limited. 

ARCAM ALPHA 9 £400 

With 70watts on tap, the 9P will drive most 
loudspeakers with a spacious and detailed sound. 
Good bass drive too. 

MISSION CYRUS POWER £450 

This power amplifier is a real honey. Rich and 
smooth, but with a firm grip; a fine blend of 
properties. 

SUGDEN AU41P £530 

Extremely competitive at the price with 100W of 
unusually smooth, full-bodied sound. 

NAIM NAPI80 £900 

Partnered with a NAC82, this has classic Naim 
control, making for a superbly rhythmic 
presentation. A touch lean for some tastes. 

MICHELL ALECTO STEREO £1300 

A refined transistor amplifier with valve-like 
transparency and a full, warm, easy-going 
sound. The £ 1800 Alecto monoblocks 
have rare lucidity and three dimensional 
realism. 

CHORD SPM 400 £1400 

There's a sense of effortless power to the Chord 
that gives music scale and presence. 

XTC POW-1 £2000 

Like the SPM 400 but loads more power on tap. 
Will drive just about anything. 

CHORD SPM 1200 £2995 

As smooth and composed as the Pre- I, the 
POW- I has bags of power and 
refinement. 

MARANTZ MODEL 9 £8000 

Authentic reproduction monoblocs still more than 
cut the sonic mustard. The sound combines 
grunt with great tonal colour and 
expressiveness. 
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TUNERS 

LEAK TROUGHLINE second-hand 

Our favourite way of listening to the wireless. 
A deliciously mellifluous sound will have 
you junking your transistor radio in 
seconds. 

NAD 412 £190 

The 412 is remarkably musical and natural 
sounding. Rich sound and full bass are a 
rarity 

SONY ST-SA3ES £250 

Beguiling RDS tuner for sonically discerning 
button lovers. Good ergonomics and sensitive 
too. 

MISSION CYRUS FM7 £300 

Clear and lucid sound puts it up with the best 
regardless of price. Superb build too. 

ROTEL RT990BX £500 

High quality Michi-based tuner with a sophisticated, 
forward sound with great imaging and 
soundstage. Sensible facilities and remote 
control 

N AIM NATO3 £500 

The NATO3's warm, atmospheric sound is further 
proof of Naim's proficiency with tuners. 

FANFARE FT-1 £1350 

In its native US the FT- 1 is no mere tuner but a 
'broadcast monitor' no less, a task at which it acquits 
itself well, with a clear and powerful sound. 

NAIM NATO! £1380 

This is the best solid-state tuner available bar 
none. For better radio, go and live in the 
studio. 

CASSETTE DECKS 

AIWA AD-S750 £150 

Sonically a very decent machine. For the price 
there's nothing better. Comes fitted with Dolby B, 
C and S. 

KENWOOD KX-3080 £160 

A simple deck, but high quality head and transport 
give an unusually high level of performance at this 
price. Not to be missed. 

YAMAHA KX-580SE £250 

The 'Special Edition' tag is more than a marketing 
gimmick. Sound is solid and clear with Dolby S. 

AIWA AD-S950 £300 

A stable transport, superb head and Dolby S make 
the AD-S950 an excellent all rounder. 

PIONEER CT-S740S 

A great piece of engineering from Pioneer, 
with first rate sound on playback and 
recording. 

£430 

World favourites guide 

NAKAMICHI DR2 £600 

Where serious cassette decks start. The DR2 
pushes recordings to the limit, remaining 
unflustered at all times. 

NAKAMICHI DR I £850 

Better still than the DR2, with manual head 
azimuth adjustment to boot. 

NAKAMICHI CR7 £1500 

Kills every other cassette deck and stamps on 
their graves. 

LOUDSPEAKERS 

TANNOY MERCURY m2 £140 

A true audiophile bargain which embarrasses many 
more expensive boxes. 

KEF Q15 £199 

These stand mounters offer impressive bass 
and excellent clarity but need a powerful 
amplifier to perform at their considerable 
best. 

MISSION 732 £200 

Characteristically fast, punchy Mission sound. Very 
well balanced tonally. 

B&W DM 602 £300 

Deep and strong bass, pure, projected and 
uncoloured midrange. Treble quality a little 
metallic, but imaging precise. A lively, enjoyable 
sound. 

REL Q-BASS £350 

Few subwoofers match the Q-Bass at the 
price. The tuning controls can be a bit of a 
fiddle, but once set up the rest is 
pleasure. 

CAME EDEN f,ao 

Impressively vice-free 'speakers that offer great 
transparency and involvement. Unbeatable at the 
price. 

EPOS ESI2 £495 

Strong, punchy bass is allied to detailed 
and articulate midrange and treble. 
Above all, these 'speakers are thoroughly 
musical. 

REL STRATA £500 

The Strata subwoofer is not a toy. It offers 
superb, true hi-fi bass depth and power, 
and opens up sound stage depth in 
particular 

HARBETH HL-P3ES £799 

A fine example of good loudspeaker engineering. 
The top of the mini-monitor league. 

HARBETH HL-K6 £975 

Clean, musical and classy - Harbeth have done 
themselves proud again. 

KEF REFERENCE SERIES ONE £995 

The KEFs combine pin-point imagery and detail 
with a smooth and polite balance. Good, agile bass 
too. 

JAMO CONCERT 8 £1500 

With their inch-thick cabinets and fabulous 
drive units, the Concert 8s are the most 
transparent stand mounters around. 
They don't suffer poor sources gladly 
though. 

EPOS ES25 '`cistite 

Epos' best. Combines near-uncoloured to 
nality with characteristic fireworks in the 
rhythm department. Superb by any other 
name. 

SPENDOR SP7/ I 1111111111111111111 
This big Spendor floorstander is very appealing 
thanks to its open, lucid sound and valve-friendly 
load. 

TANNOY AMS8 £2700 

Bold sounding professional active monitor 
with solid bass, clearly focused midrange 
and delicious treble. Built-in 
amplification. 

QUAD ESL 63 £2860 

A reference against which all other 
loudspeakers are judged, the '63s have 
uperb imaging qualities and genuine 
transparency. Earlier ESL model is a fine 
second-hand buy. 

KEF REFERENCE SERIES FOUR £3099 

Superb bass and near-electrostatic sounc 
staging make these involving loudspeakers a 
reference to others. Need a strong amplifier 
though 

JBL S2600 £3500 

Smooth, detailed and spacious with great 
dynamics and fine imaging. Capable of producing 
a superb performance when used in a big 
room. 

TANNOY WESTMINSTER ROYAL£10,000 

An incredibly dynamic, detailed full- range 
horn design with a rich sound. Its high 
sensitivity predisposes it to valve 
amplification. 

MINI DISCS 

SONY MDS-JE500 £300 

An impressive overall sound quality and 
unmatched convenience and editing facilities 
make this budget MiniDisc player an excellent 
buy 

KENWOOD DM-7090 £500 

Both replay and recording quality are 
superb through this Kenwood. Nakamichi 
owners should start getting worried - at last 
there's competition: 
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71 HIGH STREET, 
NEW MALDEN, 

SURREY, KT3 4BT. 
ENGLAND. 

TEL: 0181 336 0012 
FAX: 0181 336 2703 

TANNOY WESTMINISTER ROYAL 

UNIQUELY ON DEMONSTRATION 

TANNOY - NEW P-SERIES NOW IN  

BARGAIN ITEMS 

McIntosh MC150 Power 
or with... 

McIntosh C712 Pre 
McIntosh MC7100 Power 
Naim DBL (PASSIVE) - S/H 
Systemdek 2x2/Rega RB300 

WAS NOW 

£3600 £2799 

£5300 £3950 
£1575 £1199 
£8525 £2995 
£681 £539 

EXCLUSIVE AREA DEALERSHIP FOR... 
• ATC • AURA • AVI • CASTLE • 

• CHORD • EPOS • H/K • JAMO CONCERTO LINN • 

• MARK LEVINSON • MUSICAL FIDELITY • PROCEED 

• PROJECT • PIONEER PRECISION • ROKSAN • 

TEAC • PLUS: 

ALCHEMIST, CABLE TALK, DPA, EXPOSURE, 
HARBETH, JBL, MARANTZ, MICHELL, MCINTOSH, 
NORDOST, PRECIOUS METALS, REL, RUARK, 

SENNHEISER, SONIC LINK, SYSTEMDEK, TANNOY, 

TDL, AND MANY MORE 

00/0CREDIT 
(SUBJECT TO STATUS) 

2 DEMONSTRATION ROOMS 
FREE PARKING 

WIDE RANGE OF PRODUCTS 
OPEN 9.00-6.00 MON -SAT 

GENUINE BARGAINS AVAILABLE ON CLEARANCE ITEMS, PHONE FOR DETAILS' NEW MALDEN EXIT (A2403) ON A3 NEAR KINGSTON UPON THAMES 

EX - OEM, USED EQUIPMENT 

ITEM 

RESTEK 
CONCRET CD PLAYER 
CONSENC PRE AMP 
EXTRACT MONO BLOCK (EACH) 

JOHN SHEARNE  
PHASE 2 REF: INTEGRATED AMP 
PHASE 2 INTEGRATED AMP 
PHASE 3 POWER AMP 
PHASE 6 PRE AMP 
PHASE 2.5 PRE AMP 
PHASE 3.5 POWER AMP 

MUSICAL FIDELITY 
E 60 CD PLAYER 
E 10 INTEGRATED 
A 2 INTEGRATED 

ROTEL 
RA920AX INTEGRATED 
RC97- PRE AMP 
RB971 POWER AMP 

PRICE M.R.R.P. 

1605.00 2499.00 
1475.95 2299.00 
965.00 1499.00 

505.00 799.00 
410.00 649.00 
390.00 619.00 
565.00 895.00 
310.00 489.00 
285.00 449.00 

210.00 299.00 
210.00 299.00 
390.00 499.00 

85.00 119.95 
117.00 174.95 
150.00 225.00 

NAD  
512 CD PLAYER 180.00 250.00 
514 CD PLAYER 300.00 370.00 

SOUND OF MUSIC 

93-95 Nantwich Road, Crewe 
TEL: 01270 214143 

FROCRIEWIVE 

Mid- Season Sale of Ex-Dem 
Equipment 

Analysis Epsilon Ribbon Loudspeakers 
Audio Alchemy DAC 1.2 
Chord Electronics LS512A 
Loudspeakers (Ebony) 

Parasound P/LD 2000 Preamp 
VPI HPW 19 MkIll Piano Black Turntable 
Alon Petit Loudspeakers (walnut) 
Alon 1 Loudspeakers (oak) 
Chord 800 Power Amp 
Michell Argo HR Pre-Amp 
Audio Alchemy Headphone Amp 
Beyer 531 Headphones 
Stax SR-84 Electret Headphones 
Questar QA2 Active Speakers/Stands/ 
3M Kimer 4TC 

4M Set Nordost Red Dawn Speaker 
Cables (Terminated) 

Audio Silver Knight 3008 Mono Blocks 
Roksan Xerxes ( Piano Black) 
Tonearm 

Audionote Meishu (phono m/m) amplifier 
XTC Pre 1 pre amp - 3 weeks old 
Trichord Pulsar 1 DAC 
Meridian 200 CD transport 
Proac Studio 100 loudspeakers (cherry) 
3 weeks old f550 
Technics SE-A1000 and SU-C1000 
pre/power combo f450 
SD Acoustics SD3 loudspeakers (ex dem) f350 
SD Acoustics Alexandra stands for above (new) f220 
Foundation Designer '600' stands 21 inches tall f210 

New in this month and on permanent dem:-
Audio Synthesis Dax Decade and Desire Decade Tube 

Technology CD player. 

Call For More Details Or Dem Of New Equipment 
(List Available) 

All items mint/boxed. Guaranteed as new 
(unless S/Hand) 

Telephone Medway ( Kent) 01634 - 389004 anytime 

VISA 

and Secondhand 

(£3750) Sale £2600 
(f595) Sale £ 375 

(£1679) 
(£1495) 
(£1800) 
(£1087) 
(£1616) 
(£2155) 
(£1339) 
(£249) 
(£120) 
(£259) 

Sale 
Sale 
Sale 
Sale 
Sale 
Sale 
Sale 
Sale 
Sale 
Sale 

£300 the lot 

£1200 
£1095 
£1150 
£795 
£1200 
£1600 
£1050 
£199 
£85 
£195 

(f929) Sale £ 750 
(f2495) Sale £ 1750 
Table + SME V 
S/H £1200 
(s/h) £2250 
(s/h) £800 
(s/h) £825 
(s/h) £400 
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cons ered 

GARRARD 301 Turntable 
SME arm; Leak Sandwich 

speakers; Leak Stereo 30 

amplifier, Leak FM Troughline 

3 tuner. Will sell separately. 
Offers to Tel: 0181 747 0498 
or 018 I 741 7272 (Apr(I) 

METAXAS CHARISMA 

preamp, separate PSU, 

line/phono, Australian high-
end £595 (£ 1650 new). 

Matching power amp £625. 
Apogee Centaur Minor, 
hybrid ribbon speakers, 

dedicated Apogee stands, 

frequency contour selectable, 

mint, boxed £625 (£ 1600 

new). Tel: 01473 281 957 
(May) 

MUSICAL FIDELITY A I 001 

Super integrated amplifier. 

Mint, boxed £ 1695. 
Nakamichi Dragon, mint very 

recent £ 1450. Celestion 
SL700 loudspeakers, stands 

£495. Maranta 120B tuner, 
strobescope, superb £595. 
Tel: 01747 853 372 (Dorset) 
(Apr(I) 

MERACUS MA60 

Transport, white with 
smoked glass top, fabulous 

sound (£3995) £ 1995. 

Wadia X-32 Digimaster 
DAC, 20 bit, 32 times 

oversampling, stunning 

sound with above transport 

(£2200) £895. Nordost 
Moon-Glo coaxial cable 

(£145) £65, but fre o 

purch eu of abov 

(Apr) 

e a verbsing. The Publisher reserves the ri 

HARBETH MONITOR 

speakers £ 160. NAD 4020 
tuner £50. Meridian 101 

preamp £80. Quad mono 
tuner £40. Linn LK I preamp 

with Linn Dirak power supply 
£300. Aiwa 1500 cassette 

deck £50. Technics SUV2 
amplifier £60. I3&W large 

speakers £ 140. All above as 

new. Tel: 018 I 680 ' 341 
(Croydon) (Apr) 

LEAK STEREO 20 and 

Varislope II Stereo, excellent 

condition £200. Garrard 401 
with Linn Basik arm plus 

cartridge on plinth £ 120. Lots 
more vintage equipment 

Phone for price list. Tel: 0116 
287 2397 (Apr) 

. t X LK 100 Po iver 
amplifier, I x Kank I CD 

transport: £350 eacri. Gre,ii 
sound. Reasor for sale, 
upgrading _inr system. 

(Apr(I) 

MON DIO Studio 
20SE speakers. Rosewood, 
What Hi-Fi star anc 
reference speaker, major 
award winier. 3 months 
old, boxec as new, 
upgrading (£2500 new) 
£1750. 
(Apr) 

TANNOY D-500, 3 years, 

rosewood, granite plinths, 
mint, new £ 1550 for £575. 
Tel: Michael 0171 937 7935 
(Apr(1) 

SPECIAL 

INTERNET OFFER 

SEE 
PAGE 146 FOR 

DETAILS 

PIONEER PRECISION CD 

Player with Acoustic Precision 

base support platform. Cost 
£465 + £ 150. Bargain £375. 

Neat Mystique stylish black 
floorstanding speakers, brilliant 
sound, cost £570, sell for 

£375. Trichord Pulse wire i/c 

I m pair + 1/2m pair £80/£40. 
Audi Campaign 1/2m silver i/c 

£60. Tel: Paul 070500 95911 
(NW London) (Apr(I) 

NAIM NAP 250 power amp, 
boxed with leads, as new 

current spec, excellent sound£  

1000. Tel: John 01225 873 
114 evenings only (Apr(I) 

LINN, NAIM, BuY, Sell, 

Wanted - Ekos Mk 11 tonearm, 
old model non upgraded black 

SBLs, pairs of NAP 135, also 

Sondek, 52, CDS, 02, may 

consider system, cash wafting. 

For sale: latest SBLs in black, 

Naim Aro tonearm. Tel: 

0 1924 271 043 leave numbe, 
(Apr(1) 

MARANTZ CD 17 KI 

Signature. Less than 10 hours 

of use, as new £850. Wanted, 
The Onginal Roksan 

Artaxerses phono stage. Tel: 

0411 169 719 anytime. Ask 
for San-. (Apr(I) 

ARCAM DELTA 70.3 CD 
player, boxed, mint £200 ono. 

Heybrook Heylo floorstanding 
loudspeakers, rosewood, 

boxed, mint £250 ono. Tel: 
Steve CI444 873 386 office 

hours (Sussex) (Apr(I) 

7, › acoustic 
PANELS 

The simplest & most cost effective 
way to upgrade your existing system 

You flee l at least 2 
Defies pens for a 
pairi•asenal bookshelf 
speaker, 4 aanels for 
a pair of Tarnoy 6's, 
arid at l ast i panels 
for largedc&rinets 

Once - 
gayned aczess 

ca - - - 
•emove • --am a- • 
wool Vamp ,- ••, • • -.-- 
thorszhic,.,. 

.r fidec 

Place the fieseksgsdax 

Panel thru ••••«i• ',pia« cut-
a«-ic* ick to het Inekle 

tn. ear. the 

«nenoed adhesive 

Now steck aro 
listeivio Cps sera 
deteill.'nllourd. and 
far IErZe.i .71istoe.V,n 
wYrerr exyed trud 

Whet the aspolie han: to say-
"...a marked improvement was obvious from 

trie first few bars of REM's 
Automatic for the people album..." 

/11-1, neview Mau-1,1994 
"...Defies panels seemed to give greater 
tightness and control, improved internal 
clarity, and pitch definition - all without 
deadening the sound in any way..." 

Audiophile - January 1994 

'... But one things for sure- the Defies panels 
are no gimmick. They work..." 

Auclio Video - Petembei 1994 

"...the result was sharper imaging, wider 
dynam'cs and a more natural sound..." 

111.11 Choice - Jimmy 1994 
CHOICE VERDICT 

Sound Quality . 111.11..1 

Valbe for money 111.11.11111E 

** SPECIAL OFFERS * 
Package 
One 

2 x Standard Defies Panels 
2 x Magnapads 3's 
1 x Adhesive 

ALL FOR £15.00 inc. P&P 

Package 1 x Platter Mat 

Two 1 x Pack of 4 Foculpods 

ALL FOR £30.00 inc. P&P 

For a i NI information pack & 
detaiks of other products from 

SPEC.11;/: I 

Tel (01745) 360070 
, Fax (01745) 360086 
E-mail: antasoneenterprise.net 

Accr-ss 

!ANOTHER FIRST FROM SPECTRA DYNAMICS! 

I -Ds DS 
PACK OF 8 
Only £14.95 

Forget cutting squash balls in half - now 

you car have the real thing for almost the 
same cost - made from the same squidgy 

stuff as / OCtll IV! - the ultimate 
isolator! 

7.171 

@MIMI= 

L;t7 7 Él; OI:1: DÉAD 
DÉAL, SOUNDS 1-1SFECT 

Unit Al Pinfold Ind. Est, Ffordd 
Denman, Rhyl, Denbighshire 

-11-Fl WORLD 
114:11 I 99ii 



TOP t ej.ITY!IIR 
Classic or Modern - all 
types urgently required 

THE FINEST S 
HI-Ft IN THE 

COMMISSION 
SALES 

No more 'Hassle' or 
'Haggling' to deal with 

PART 
EXCHANGE 
For the Very Best in 
New or Used Hi-Fi 

ECTIO 
OUNTR 

TURNTABLES / ARMS 
Basis Gold Vacuum 
+ Air Tangent 2B £12,990 
Dual CS505 
Grado tonearm 
Linn LP12 (Mr) Zeta 
Linn LP12 Basik/LVX/A&R £1400 
Linn LP12 Basik Plus £1400 
Linn LP12 (Black) Basik+/K9 £1600 
Linn LP12 + Lingo/Ekos/ Dynavector 
Karat 1700Mk2 £3699 
Manticore Mantra / Magician 
+ MBP6 pwr sup / Ort MC3000 
Michell Gyro Power PSU 
Rega Planar 3 
Revolver / Helius Scorpion / P77 
Voyd 0.5 (Ind Reference 
external power supply £2800 

CARTRIDGES 
Decca Gold (Garrotted - little used) 
Koetsu Urushi £1990 
Lyra Parnasus 

AMPLIFIERS - SOLID STATE 
Alchemist Kraken Pre £395 
A&R A60 Integrated 
Arcam Delta 90 (Int) £500 
Arcam Delta 110/120 (Pre/Pow) 
Audiolab PPA ( Phono stage) £900 
Audiolab 8000S £700 
Audiolab 8000C Pre £500 
Audiolab 8000P Power £800 
Audiolab 8000A/8000P (Pre/Pwr) 
Aura Evolution 
AVI S2000 MI Integrated £999 
AVI S2000 MP Pre £799 
BGW 202 (Control/Pre) 
Bryston 2B Power amp 
Classe Audio Thirty Pre 

£7998 
£80 

£498 
£795 
£595 
£595 
£695 

£2198 

Krel 
Krel 
Krel 
Krel 
Krel 
Krel 

KBL Line Stage £4998 £2798 
KSA150 Power £4998 £2998 
Ref KRSBP(6 comp balanced pre) £3995 
KPE Phono stage £P0A 
MDA300 Monoblocks ( Pair) £ 11,982 £5998 
KAS2 Monoblocks (Pair) £20,000 £10998 

As officially authorised Krell main dealers 
we offer full service back-up on any of 

these incomparable components 

Lecson AC1/AP1 (Circa 1975) 
£998 LFD LSB + PA2 (Pre/Pwr) £3800 
£195 LFD LS2/PA1 (Pre/Pwr) £2600 
£198 Mark Levinson No.28 Pre 
£249 + PLS 228 PSU + No.29 Pwr £6500 

Meridian 603 Pre/DAC £1750 
£1298 Michell Argo/Hera (Pre/PSU) £1339 

Musical Fidelity P140 Pwr £600 
Musical Fidelity The Pre-Amp 2a + PSU 
Musical Fidelity P270 £1399 
Naim Nait 3 £550 
Naim 92 / Flat Cap / 90 £1252 
Naim 42 Pre 
Naim 72 £725 
Naim 180 Power £1095 
Naim 160 (Old style) 
Naim 250 (Old Style) £1655 
Naim 135 Mono's (Late) £3330 
Naim Hi-Cap (Late) £700 
Nakamichi 600 Pwr 
NVA AP30 (Integrated) £350 
NVA A60 Power amps 
(Two available) £430 
Nytech CP122 / CPA602 £700 
OCM 500 Power amp £2750 
Onkyo A809-R1Integrated 

£195 
£998 
£P0A 

£238 
£75 

£268 
£550 
£528 
£528 
£298 
£498 
£748 
£195 
£648 
£498 
£275 

£630 £428 
£1320 £695 

C J Sonographe FET (Pre) £1250 u495 
Conrad Johnson sonic qualities with solid 
state reliability, now at a truly budget price 

£1495 Counterpoint Solid 1 Pwr 
Cyrus 1 
Cyrus 2 + PSX 
DPA 200S Pre/Power £1250 
DPA 50S Power £1500 
DPA Renaissance Int £595 
DNM Pre Series 2 £900 
DNM PA1 Power £1800 
Dynaco ST120 (Classic circa 76) 
EAR 834P Head Amp £500 
ElectroCompaniet 
Anniversary Pwr £4000 
Exposure VIINIII Pre/Pwr £700 
Finestra EC ( Inc mains filter) 
Heybrook C3+P3 Pre/Pwr £1425 
Jeff Rowland 
Consumate Pre £5500 

£845 
£165 
£415 
£745 
£695 
£477 
£528 
£1168 
£328 
£350 

£1298 
£448 
£795 
£795 

£2198 

FOR NEW HI-FI 
Interested in the highest quality 

NEW hi-fi? Then please (all our main 
store - The Hi-Fi Company - on 

(01733) 341755 

£295 
£1798 
£1198 

£4098 
£794 
£898 
£250 
£175 
£728 
£358 
£998 
£195 
£528 
£698 
£495 
£795 

£2245 
£495 
£290 
£228 

£280 
£325 

£1098 
£195 

Quad 66 Pre-amp 
Quad 44 Pre-amp 
Quad 34 Pre-amp 
Quad 405 Power-amp 
Quad 606 Power-amp 
Quad items constantly changing and always 

sought for cash - please call. 

£495 
£400 
£400 

£498 
£265 
£220 
£195 
£495 

PS Audio TwoC power amps X 2 
PS Audio Elite Integrated 
Rappaport Pre 2 ( Pre) 
Rotel RB850 Power £190 
Rotel RC850 Pre £160 
Roksan L2 Pre + PSU £1100 
Sugden A48 (Circa 1976) 
Sumo Athena (Pre) & 9 ( Pwr) Class A ! 
Technics SU VX820 £450 
YBA 2 (Pre) £1700 

£595 
£398 
£295 
£110 
£99 

£758 
£98 

£795 
£295 
£878 

Threshold S300 (pwr) £5500 £1500 
Fabulous - our customer agonised for months 
before deciding to part with this for big Krells! 

VALVE AMPLIFIERS 
Anon Electra Integrated 
Art Audio Quintet ( Monos) 
Art Audio Conductor ( Pre) 
Audio Innovations 1st Audio 
(7.5watt heated triode) 
Audio Innovations 300 Int 
Audio Innovations 4 Pre 
Audio Note M1 (Pre) 
Audio Note P3 (300B Power) 
Audio Sterling Integrated 
Avantic SPA II Vintage valves 
Copland CSA14 (Hybrid Int) 
Counterpoint SA20 Pwr 
Croft Micro ( Pre) 

£1400 
£2000 
£700 

£875 
£1198 
£428 

£1700 £695 
£500 £278 
£369 £247 

£498 
£1298 

£595 £428 
£188 

£1200 £828 
£3000 £1398 

£144 LBi Grant G100 MC / Pre / Pwr £2200 £998 
Big presence and a mighty sound to 

match - a poor mans Chords? 

Gordon Welford (Pre) 
Hand made/Hard Wired £448 

CD PLAYERS / DACS 
Arcam Delta 170 /Black Box 3 
Arcam Black Box 5 DAC 
Arcam Delta 70 CD Player 
Audio Alchemy Drive System 3 
4 Box CD Player 
Audio Alchemy Drive 3 
AVI S2000MC 
Copland CD288 
DPA Renaissance DAC 
Krell SBP64X DAC 
Krell MD10 (Transport) 
Marantz CD11 
Marantz CD94 
Marantz CD65Il 
Marantz CD63KI Signature 

£585 
£295 

£600 £254 

£1950 
£695 
£999 

£1997 
£569 

£9900 
£7990 
£2000 
£799 
£250 
£500 

£1098 
£498 
£698 

£1398 
£395 

£4798 
£4398 
£898 
£398 
£125 
£378 

Meridian 602/606Trans/DAC £3350 £1498 
Meridian 206 £498 
Meridian 207 CD/Pre £1400 £548 
Meridian 506 CD £1100 £548 

We've been Meridian dealers since they 
began in business. We also stock their full 
range of hi-fi and audio-visual components. 

Micromega Duo (2 box ) £2299 £1198 
Micromega Stage 6 £950 £625 
Mission PCMII £250 £150 
Musical Fidelity Digilog £195 
Parasound DAC-1000 £795 £528 
Pioneer PD9700 £450 £254 
Pioneer PDM900 (Multi) £600 £298 
Pioneer PD- S801 (Gold) £400 £225 
Proceed PT2/PD2 Trans/DAC £4500 £2898 
PS Audio UltraLink 2 DAC £2200 £1348 
QED Digit Reference £450 £284 
Technics SL-PS 770A £250 £155 
Technics SL PG500A (Silver) £150 

ARCAM • AUDION • AUDIOLAB • AUDIO RESEARCH 
B & NV • CASTLE • CHORD • COPLAND • CYRUS 

DENON • EPOS • GRAAF • HARBETH • KEF • KRELL 
LEXICON • MAGNAPAN • MARANTZ 

MARTIN LOGAN • MERIDIAN • MICHELL • MISSION 
MONITOR AUDIO • MUSICAL FIDELITY • NAIM 
PINK TRIANGLE • PIONEER • QUAD • SME 

SONUS FABER • TEAC • TECHNICS • UNISON 
WILSON • WILSON BENESCH • YAMAHA 



I • • 

LIF PREY THAT'S 
FULL 

WARRANTY 
With all purchases 
(Unless otherwise stated) 

BUY BACK 
PROMISE 
FULL P/X ALLOWANCE 
on '60 Day' up-grades! 

CREDIT CARD 
PURCHASES 
Same Day Despatch 

Fully Insured 

OUSLY thNNED 
WIRANIEED! 

TAPE DECKS / TUNERS 
Audiolab 8000T £750 £538 
Avantic BM611 Valve Tuner 
Circa 1060 (no decoder) £148 
Cambridge T55 Tuner (Black) £78 
Creek T40 £199 £125 
Cyrus Tuner £399 £268 
DPA Lue Bit 2 (DAC) £250 £148 
Linn Kremlin Tuner £2600 £1548 
Marantz SD55 3 hd / 2 mtr £400 £195 
Nakamichi CR7A £1500 £1208 
Nakamichi 1000ZXL £1898 
Pioneer CT7OR 3 head (Silver) £150 
Quad 6f; Tuner £438 
Revox E215 £1950 £658 

REVOX - TEAC - TASCAM - ETC 

Amateur use studio and semi-pro quality 

tape decks always wanted. Please call. 

Revox 077 MK2 £2200 £998 
Roksan DP-1 Transport £900 £528 
Sequerra Reference £5973 £3498 
Sony DAT DTC77ES £P0A 
Sony TCK 611S £330 £218 
Yamaha TC800D Classic Cassette Deck £235 
Yamaha T-09 Tuner £150 £90 

LOUDSPEAKERS 
Acoustic Energy AE1 Black £799 £498 
Acoustic Energy AE1 
(Rosewood) with stands £950 £648 
Apogee Caliper Sgnature £4000 £1508 
Apogee Diva Grigio/Perla £12,980 £6998 
ATC SCM 50A 
(Piano black/Active) £6600 £3498 
Castle Hartech (Ex-dem/Yew) £995 £879 
Castle Pembroke (Black) £200 
Celestion 300 (Rosewood) £1095 £598 

!Dali 104MS Special Edit £650 £418 
Efficient. specially re-wired, and a worthy 

match for high quality low power valve amps 

Epos ES '1 + stands ( Black) £448 
Equation Zero (Blk) £1700 £748 
Harbeth HL4 + Stands £1000 £398 
Harbeth HL5 Teak £798 
Heybrook Quartets £650 £398 
JBL M Series M330 PA Speakers £895 
KEF 103/4 (Black) £1200 £595 
KEF 104/2 (Teak) £1495 £595 
KEF 70s (Surrounds) £299 £195 
Klipsch Heresy 11 (Black) £754 
Lentek Monitors £400 
Linn Isobarik Passive ( Blk) £950 
Linn Kaber (Marked) £2000 £898 

[
DCM Time Windows 73751 
One time state-of-the-art speakers which simply 
weren't publicised enough. Compatible with a 
wide range of amps ... and they look nice too! 

TRADING STATION 
35 Cowgate Peterborough 

(01733) 555514 
FAX ( 01733) 358141 

Linn Kaber Black 
Linn Sara + Stands 
Martin Logan Aerius 
Meridian D600 Active 
Mission 752 (BLack) 
Mission 753 (Rosewood) 
Mission 765i 
Monitor Audio R352 (Teak) 
Monitor Audio 852 Gold Teak 
Monitor Audio MA800 Rose 
Musical Fidelity MC2 

£2000 

£2200 
£3500 
£580 
£90C 
£695 
£395 
£500 
£795 

Prawel Acoustics Ensemble (Teak) 

Unbelievable performance from a genuine 
bookshelf size speaker, and less than half price! 

£995 
£375 

£1548 
£1798 
£295 
£545 
£395 
£248 
£269 
£395 
£195 

395 

ProAc Response 2 £1700 
Polk Audio FDA-SRS 1.27L Signire £3400 
Rega Kites £200 
Rega ELA £450 

Rogers LS-4 (Black) 
Rogers Studio 3 
Rogers LS3/5a (Black) 
£393Roksan Oian 3 ( Black) 
Rogers AB1 Sub 
Ruark Templar 2 
Spendor BC1 
Spendor BCH' (Teak) 
Spendor SP2/3 

£185 
£600 £388 
£799 
£900 £548 
£549 £348 
£559 £395 

£238 
£395 

£1195 £775 

1 Thiel CS1 2 £1100 
Good looking floor standers. A fine pedigree 
and they produce a big sound from almost 
any amplification. Top sellers in the States! 

£998 Tangent RS2 + Stands £400 £225 
£1498 Tannoy Devon ( 12" drivers) £795 £298 
£128 TDL Studio 1 £800 £475 
£268 Wilson Watt 3 + Puppy 2 ( Black)£13,300 £7498 

LONDON SHOWROOM STOCK CLEARANCE 
FOR THESE ITEMS ONLY PLEASE PHONE 0171 486 8262/3 

IBM AMPLIFIERS - SOLID STATE MIMI 
Audiolab 8000C Mk2 Pre £549 £447 
Audiolab 8000P Mk2 Pwr £749 £547 
Audiolab 80000 Pre £1099 £897 
Audio Research D200 200 wpc £3250 £2257 
Chord SPM1000B 
Balance Power £2785 £1997 
Chord SPM1200B 
Balance Power £3525 £2527 
Chord CPA2800B 
Line Stage Pre £3246 £2247 
DPA Renaissance Intgr,d £595 £477 
DPA DSP200 Line Pre £499 £397 
Krell KSA100S £5843 £3997 
QED Systemline 
Kit + Modifications £3000 £1897 
Thorens TTP2000 Mk1 Pre £499 £397 
Thorens TTA2000 Pwr (35w) £599 £477 
Yamaha A970 (New) £800 £507 

VALVE AMPLIFIERS 
Audio Alchemy 
Vac-In-The-Box Phono/Pre £249 £197 
Audion Sterling Intgrtd £600 £487 
Audion Silver Knight 
Anniversary Monoblocks £3400 £2697 
Audion Silver Knight 
Integrated 300B £1125 £897 
Audio Research BLI Cnvtr £888 £587 
Audio Research V70 Pwr £4480 £2487 
Audio Research LS5/1 Line Pre £5295 £3997 
Graaf 5050 Power £2150 £1657 
Graaf WFB 2 Pre £1195 £897 
, PM Components MPL1 Pre plus 
2 x Mp211 Power amps £5000 £2507 

Unison Mystery One £1750 
Unison 845 Monoblocks £3250 

CD PLAYERS / DACS 
Arcam Delta 270CD £800 
Audio Alchemy DACMAN £149 
Audio Alchemy DAC-IN--BOX £229 
Audio Alchemy Digital 
Encoding Engine V1.1 £399 
Audio Alchemy DTI Plus £249 
Audio Alchemy ACD2 Plyr £490 
Audiolab 8000CDM Tms £1399 
Audiolab 8000D Rev £899 
DPA Renaissance CD Plyr £950 
Micrcmega Stage 4 CD £600 
Micremega Stage 5 CD £750 
Micromega Stage 6 CD £950 
Monarchy DIP Jitterbuster £245 
Theta TLC Jitter Buster £229 

LOUDSPEAKERS 
B&W THX System 
Castle Howard Mk2 
Epos ES22 
Harbeth HL Compact 7 
Harbeth HL K6 
KEF Ref Model 1 Blk 
Mer ear M2500 Active Sub 
Mission 754F 
Note Perfect Virtuoso 
Note Perfect Concert 
Pink Triangle Ventrical 
Quad ESL63 Afro/black 
Sonus Faber 
Electa Arnator Mk1 
Wilson Witt Mk1 

£4975 
£1200 
£1185 
£1499 
£1049 
£1199 
£1595 
£1498 
£2750 
£2450 
£896 

£3450 

£1450 
£750 

£147 
£117 
£177 

£297 
£197 
£397 

£1097 
£697 
£647 
£397 
£597 
£747 
£197 
£177 

£2977 
£947 
£987 
£1197 
£847 
£997 

£1297 
£997 

£1497 
£1297 
£597 

£1997 

£3293 £2497 
£8888 £6887 



CLASSIFIED ADS 
r 8 PAGES OF BARGAIN HI-FI 

LEAK TL12+ Immaculate pair 

original matched transformers 

+ new valves, champagne 

colour, upgraded but not 
modified, components such as 

MCap Vishay resistors + silver 
Plated OFC in Teflon cabling, 

pristine £350 ono. Tel: Paul 
01834 814 646 (Apr(I) 

COUNTERPOINT SA I 2 

Hybrid power amp, 85w into 

8 ohms, black, new tubes, 
checked over by engineer Jan 

98. Ken Kessler 'loved it'. 

Booklet, no box. £550 ono. 
Tel: 0171 837 2342 (Apr(1) 

NAIM NA> 
crossover, new facia, never 
used, boxed £400 or part 
exchange considered on 
other Nairn amplification. 

(Apr) 

MUSICAL FIDELITY FCD. 

Excellent condition, boxed, 

cost new £ 1500. Offers @ 

£850. Tel: 01827 718 576 
(eves), 0121 711 6221 (days). 

(Apr) 

r3i LALr\b 11-1-1 
v odd kit, assembled, oak-

veneered, fitted with Deflex 
leis £360. Audio 
ovations Series 700 valve 
plifier, new valves £380 

.0 fantastic bargains. 

(Apr(I) 

FOR SALE: E.A.R 834P 

MC+MM phono amp £275. 

Monarchy 22B DAC £650. 
XL0 Type 4 phono to BNC 

digital interconnect £45. Tel: 
Mike 0161 291 9331 (Apr) 

NAKAMICHI DRI Cassette 

deck Little used, as new 

£500. Quad 44 + 405/2 

£350. All with manuals and 
original boxes. Tel: 01 81 393 

4265 days or 01737 362 899 

eves (Apr) 

LINN EKOS Bearings 

updated. Changed to Aro 
£600. Tel: Leigh 01245 283 
125 (Apr(I) 

AUDIO SYNTHESIS DAX 

with buiht in Passion pre. All 

silver and Vishay £765. 

Heybrook Quartets, burr with 
matching stands. £290. 
Pioneer A400 £85. All 

perfect. 01224 572 370 after 

8pm (Apr(I) 

HI-F1 ANSWERS transmission 

line monitors, superbly built in 
rosewood £ 185. Tannoy M2 
speakers, new £ 100. Wanted: 

Koetsu Red cartridge, 

Furukawa interconnect cable, 

Technics EPA 100 or 500 
arm. Tel: 01603 714 528 

(Apr) 

DENON Fl 0 Mini Seperates. 

CD player and amplifier. 1 
month old, unwanted gift 

£475. Harman Kardon HK 
6150 amplifier. Little used and 
in immaculate condition 3160. 

All with boxes and manuals. 
Tel: 0181 877 3669 (London) 

(Apr(I) 

AUDIOLAB 8000M (one 

only). Possibly AV centre 

channel power amp for . 

Audiolab 8000M owners? Six 

months old, boxed, 

paperwork, immaculate. £475 
ono. Tel: 01794 830 Ill 

(days), 01703 769 175 

(evenings) Ask for Alex. 

(Apr(I) 

SPECIAL 

INTERNET 

OFFER SEE 

PAGE 146 FOR 

DETAILS 

CROFT CHARISMA pre-
amp (£975), Croft Series X 
OTL power amp (£ 1150). 
Rare opportunity to buy 
these modem valve amps 
£1050. Living Voice 

Auditorium speakers, 
walnut finish, 3 way, 94dB 
(£1500) £850 All boxed 

AÍDI-(1) 

REGA ELA Speakers (walnut, 

1991) £ 150. Linn Valhalla kit 

£70. Sound Organisation shelf 

£20, 3-shelf table £30. 

Wanted: Exposure 17/18/18-
mono amps. Tel: Steve 01954 

718 038 (Cambridge) (Apr(I) 

AUDIO NOTE AN-E 

speakers with MAF stands 

£850. Audio Note AN-J 
speakers £400. Edison valve 
amp £ 180. NAD 501 CD, 

Aiwa AD-F850 cassette, Rotel 
RT-940-AX tuner, Musical 
Fidelity X I O-D. Tel: 01903 

731 646 (Apr(I) 

BOSE-LIFESTYLE I 2 CD 

system, unused, brand new, 

still boxed, cost £2500, will 
sell for first sensible offers. 10 

units available. Must sell. Tel: 
01705 782 872 (Apr(I) 

TECHNICS SU-A900Mk2 

amplifier, 90 watts per 

channel. Remote control 

£225. (new £450) Tel: 01234 
824 682 (Bedford) (Apr(I) 

AUDIO ALCHEMY DDE v3.0 

DAC/Power Station Three, 

20 bit, HDCD (£900), £450. 

Alchemist Odin power amp, 

80w dual mono A/B (£ 1100) 
£300. Rotel RCD 965BX 

£125. All as new. Tel: 01992 
626 138 (Apr(I) 

Experience the 
biggest name in 
audio visual 
equipment, 
unparralled 
standards of 

service, 
luxurious 

demonstration 
facilities, and the 

best winter 
warmer prices at 
Musical Images 

all around the M25 

18 Monmouth Street 

Convent Garden 

London 

WC2H 9HB 

Tel 0171 497 1346 

126 High Street 

Beckenham 

Kent BR3 1ED 

Tel: 0181 663 3777 

173 Station Road 

Edgware 

Middlesex HA8 7JX 

Tel: 0181 952 5535 

45 High Street 

Hounslow 

Middlesex T3 1RH 

Tel: 0181 569 5802 

e toe>. •• 
ete *Pe 
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TOTALLY ORIGINAL 

Unmarked, Celestion Ditton 
66 studio monitors, boxed, all 

original packaging with book 

Stored for 9 years. One 
owner from new. reluctant 

sale £475. Tel Stewart 0161 
950 6814 (Apr(I) 

[INN KANS, Kan 11 stands 
£200. Naim NAC 32, Snaps 

power supply (K boards) 

£150. Naim NAP 140 power 
amp £250. Tel: 0 I 41 357 

3889 (Glasgow) (Apr(I) 

SELL - EXCHANGE Unison 

Research Simply Two mint, 
boxed £600 or exchange for 

Audionote Kit One built, or 
Single Ended 2A3 power amp. 

Tel: 01268 455 966 evenings 

between 6-9pm (Essex) (Apr) 

MAGNUM REFERENCE 
MP300 preamp with 2 MF 125 

mono amps, 130 watts per 

channel £300. Sony 
CDX55ES CD player (heavy) 

£200. All boxed and near 

perfect condition. Can dem 

50m1 radius of Northants. Tel: 
01933 388 769 after 6pm 
(Apr) 

WANTED: [INN Troika, Linn 

Numerik and Linn Kremlin or 

Naim 01 tuner. Linn Helix 

speaker black ash inc. stands, 

mint £ 145. 4 x 7 metre K400 

£100. Tel: Jerry (01702 545 

622 (Apr) 

LOWTHER ACOUSTA Twin 

loudspeaker wanted. Made 
1960 to 1968. Barking, Essex 

area. Tel: Jeff 0181 924 0207 
(Apr) 

PIONEER PD-5505 Precision 
CD player, six months old 

£365. -el: 01794 514 916 

(P' nts) (Apr(I) 

MICROMEGA T-DAC & T 
Drive, tremencfpus sound, 
perfect cp-idition, boxed, 
man jals, remote, as new 
£650. Cracking 
com)inatoon, wIl not split. 
No offers. First genuine 
offer secures. 

REVOX EQUIPMENT, B760 
tuner, B750MkII, B226 CD 

player, B795 TfT. all as new 

and boxed. A77 1/2 track 

tape deck £ 1700. May split. 
Pioneer F90 AM/FM tuner, 

sensitive and selective, boxed 

£120. Tel: D ' 244 541 014 

(May) 

SME 20 TURNTABLE with 

SME V tonearrn £2300 ono. 

Van den Hul Grasshopper 

Mark IV GLA MC phono 

cartridge £: 850 ovno. EAR. 
'The Head' step-up phono 

transformer £300. Prcac 

Response 3.5 speakers in 

beautiful burr oak finish £2450 

ovno. Concordant Exquisite 
high-end pre-amp (with 

phono stage) £ 1300. Art 

Audio Maestro Forte 
monobiock power amps ( 180 

watt pentode/90 watt triode 

6550 valves - ready £7000 

retail) £3250 ovno Baby 

necessitates very reluctant sale 

of the above. Tel: C1403 733 

055 (Apr(I) 

LOWTHER ACOUSTA 

speakers PM6A, teak, exc 
£400. Garrard 301, spotless 

A I condition £200. Garrard 

301 Red Spot, boxed c/w 

paperwork £ 100, cream, 

strobe platters. Thorens 
TD124 MkII, no chips £200, 

SME 3009 S2 FHS f 60. Tel: 

01244 541 0 I (Api) 

SPECIAL 

INTERNET 

OFFER SEE 

PAGE 146 FOR 

\ DETAILS 

PAIR ATC10 £580, Harbeth 

HL-P3ES £450, both mint, 

Ruark Equinoxes, slightly 

marked hence £850 ono. 

Wanted: Pink Triangle 

Ventricals, Denon 2000/3000 

Series Quartz D/D turntable. 

Tel: 01892 536 919 (W. Kent 

(Apr(I) 

B&W SERIES 2 Martrix 

speakers. Black ash. 

Maughnbox line stages by 

Listenup Audio, Sound 

Anchor stand with the new 

Goldmund cone, boxed as 

new £2800 onro. Tel: 01527 

459 274 (Apr) 

PRIMARE A20 Integrated 

amp, remote, high quality 

£550. Meridian S5I integrated 

with M.S.R. £475. Meridian 

508 20 Bit £ 1200. Wanted: 

Lescon AP311 amp. Yamaha 

NS1000M. Tel: 01226 710 

605 (Yorkshire) (Apr(I) 

QUAD CD67, and boxed as 

new £595; Cambridge T55 

analogue tuner £55; Audio 

Alchemy Dac in a Box £95, 

Vintage 'VC analogue tuner 

£30. Tel: 01203 679 165 

(Coventry) (Apr(I) 

EAR 859 Integrated valve 

amplifier, 6 inputs, Tim De 

Paravicini designed £ 1250 half 

original price. Quad ESL 

speakers, genuine bargain 

£290. Tel: 01323 842 227 

(Apr) 

IMPULSE H2's. Very late pair 

in light ash. Dealer purchased, 

superb condition £ 1750 ovno. 

Tel: Mark 01765 677 639 

evenings and weekends. 

(APr(l) 

Cetech Audio 
in conjunction with 

East Midlands Composites 

can now supply to the 
discerning DIY enthusiast a 

range of 

Carbon Fibre Components 

Valve Amplifier with Carbon 
chassis now available in kit form 
(as seen in this issue) together 
with:-

Arm Tubes, Turntable Suo 

chassis / Top plates 

Honeycomb panels for 

Spea<er cabinets Carbor 

Veneer 

(and much more) 

Carbon Amplifier chassis 
built to order for any 

project 
(Fully finished or blank) 

Please phone or write for 

details 

Cetech 

109, Hands Road, 

Heanor, Derbys, 0E75 7HB 

Tel: (01773) 712503 Fax 

(01773) 530859 

UPGRADES FOR LINN 
LP12 NOW AVAILABLE 
Trade and OEM enquiries 

welcome 
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DRE 
CYRUS GETS 
SERIOUS WITH 
MICRO SYSTEMS 

FROM AS LITTLE AS 

£72. 90 
PER MONTH 

While some customers can be attracted to 
the appearance of many mainstream 
mini and micro systems, they are quickly 
won over by a demonstration of the sheer 
musical superiority of these diminutive 
Cyrus components. 
As beautifully constructed as anything on 
the market, this superb Cyrus and Mission 
line-up provides an exquisite system for 
anyone looking for legitimate hi-fi 
performance but with the minimum 
impact on their domestic decor. 
The system offers a stylish and genuinely 
sophisticated quality of reproduction with 
all types of music that is likely to satisfy 
its owners for many years to come. 
Coll in for a demonstration and find out 
about our unbeatable trade- up offers. 

CYRUS I Ili Amplifier £598 
CYRUS PSX-R Power Supply £328 
CYRUS daD3Q CD Player £898 
Mission 752F £578 

TOTAL £2402 
PART-EXCHANGE (example) 
or Deposit £602 
BALANCE £1800* 
INTEREST FREE PAYMENTS 12 X £150 

*OR DEFER PAYMENT 
90 DAYS THEN 3YEARS AT 
JUST £ 16.82 PER WEEK 

WE MAKE 
IT EASY! 

With 0% Finance 
available on all 

NEW and USED HI-FI 
and Audio-Visual 

Purchases 

ARCAM • ARION • AUDI 
MICHELL • MISSION • M 

THE ULTIMATE 
INNOVATIVE 

TRADITIONALISTS 

FROM AS LITTLE AS 

£8.00 
PER MONTH 

No hi-fi manufacturer can claim to have a 
more significant history of innovation 
than Quad, and this latest system 
continues that tradition, offering both 
exceptional sound quality and 
outstanding value. 
Judging by demand for older Quad 
equipment through our own 'second user' 
store, we would guess that Quad offers 
the best ' investment' potential amongst 
hi-fi products, and owners of older Quid 
equipment will be pleased to know that 
because of the demand through our 
'Trading Station' we always offer 
exceptionally generous part-exchaage 
allowances against Quad hi-fi of any 
vintage when you up-grade to the 
wonderful Quad 77 system. 

QUAD 77 Control Amplifier £849 
QUAD 77 CD Player £699 
QUAD 77 Tuner £699 
Quad 101 Speakers £599 

TOTAL £2846 
PART-EXCHANGE (example) 
or Deposit £846 
BALANCE £2000* 
INTEREST FREE PAYMENTS 12 X £167 

*OR DEFER PAYMENT 
90 DAYS THEN 3YEARS AT 
JUST f18.69 PER WEEK 

TRADE-IN 
YOUR HI-FI 

Generous allowances 
for your carefully used 
hi-fi equipment plus a 

'CASH- IN-HAND' 
facility. 

• AUDIO RESEARCH • AVI • 
OR AUDIO • MUSICAL FIDELITS 

FOR MANY 
OF US VINYL 
STILL RULES! 

FROM AS LITTLE AS 

£89. 91 
PER MONTH 

There is still something so beguiling about 
the quality of vinyl that even now, some 
fifteen years after the introduction of 
digital sound, many of us treasure our 
LPs more than ever. You know that old 
saying " you don't know what you've got 
until you lose it!" 
if you're no longer playing your old 
albums, or if you've replaced your 
collection with CDs, it's worth knowing 
that we have a high demand for quality 
used turntables - so whatever you do, 
talk to us - please don't throw it away! 
But, if you're a ' vinyl pinkie' you'll want 
to speak with kindred spirits. 
So this is our recommended ' Re-start 
System' for anyone with a dominant 
collection of the beautiful black stuff! 

PINK TRIANGLE TARANTELLA 
With Rego RB300 & Grado £795 
COPLAND (SA 14 Amplifier £ 1199 
SONUS FABER Concertino Spkrs £599 
SONUS FABER Speaker Stands £290 

TOTAL £2883 
PART-EX (Example) or Deposit £663 
BALANCE £2220* 
INTEREST FREE PAYMENTS 12 X £185 

*OR DEFER PAYMENT 
90 DAYS THEN 3YEARS AT 
JUST £ 20.75 PER WEEK 

WE'LL BUY 
YOUR HI-FI 

Instant Cash offered 
for Used and Vintage 

hi-fi equipment. 
Complete systems 
always wanted. 

WERS & WILKIN • CASTLE • 
NAIM • PINK TRIANGLE • PIO 

MAKE 
WHEN IT'S RIGHT 
YOU KNOW 
IT'S RIGHT! 

FROM AS LITTLE AS 

£9 1.53 
PER MONTH 

There's little we can say about Audiolab 
and Monitor Auch that isn't already well 
known. Other than that they are near 
neighbours of ours in a concentration of 
top-name manufacturers in the hi-fi hot-
bed that is Cambridgeshire. 
The two companies come even closer in 
this system,demonstrate how bi-amping 
superb two-way speaker with Audiolab's 
latest ' minimal' integrated and additional 
power amp creates a soundstage of 
amazing scale and precision. 
We commend Audiolab and Monitor 
Audio, not only for such obvious sonic 
qualities but &so for their outstanding 
engineering as well as a cosmetic finish 
which enhances the sheer desirability of 
all their award winning components. 

AUDIOLAB 8000CD CD Player £999 
AUDIOLAB 8300LX Integrated £469 
AUDIOLAB 80005X Pwr Amp £549 
MONITOR AUDIO Studio 12 
Floorstanding Speakers £999 

TOTAL £3016 
PART-EX (Example) or Deposit £756 
BALANCE £2260* 
INTEREST FREE PAYMENTS 12 X £188 

'OR DEFER PAYMENT 
90 DAYS THEN 3YEARS AT 
JUST £ 21.12 PER WEEK 

WE'LL SELL 
YOUR HI-FI 

Let us help you get 
THE BEST PRICE 
for your old hi-fi 

by seing it for you on 
a commission basis. 

RD • COPLAND • CYRUS 
R • PRO-AC • QUAD • REL 



rHEM 

If you're after . hat loe-tappinr, 'finger 
popp,n', ' hand Jappin', ' thigh slappin', 
souri e experience - simply call in and listen! 
We'll demonstrate Naim, a company that 
places a convircing emphasis on the 
value of true .,ystem synergy. For a 
growing number of our customers, Haim 
reproduces music the way they like it, 
and we'll place a bet that when you listen, 
you'l, probably cfscover that you do too! 
A conplete Nairn system starts from 
around £2,300 which you can build 
incrementally to a staggering £3.C,000! 
And if you'd like o personal endorsement, 
we can tell you tacit some of our people 
have chosen to spend their own 'hard-
earned' on Haim systems! Always on 
demoastration at our Peterborougn shop. 

NAIM CD2 CD Mayer £2000 
NAIM 102 Pre-omp £1050 
NAIM 180 Power amp £1060 
NAIM Credo Speakers £ 1060 

TOTAL £5170 
PART-EXCHANGE (example) 
or Deposit £1990 
BALANCE £3180* 
INTEREST FREE PAYMENTS 12 X £265 

*OR DEFER PAYMENT 90 
DAYS THEN THREE YEARS AT 
JUST f29.72 PER WEEK 

Prà 
IN 

VALVE & SOLID 
STATE - BEST OF 
BOTH WORLDS? 

FROM AS LIME AS 

£324.00 
PER MONTH 

No dogma here! While different 
technologies provide different solutions 
to achieving state-of-the-art sound 
reproduction, The Hi-Fi Company will 
always plovide an appropriately wide 
choice of op luarity equipment for your 
personal cssessment. 
Audio Research have earned a global 
reputation with thei- highly sophisticated 
vacuum-tube ampViers which, with the help 
of their new CD player in this system, 
produce an utterly convincing portrayal of 
all types of music. 
Add the ProAc Response 25 loudspeakers 
and, in our view, these rare levices help nis 
system create the transparent sound of 
electrcistatiG with the sheer power that only 
superior cabinet speakers can achieve. 

AUDIO RESEARCH CD2 
CD player £3399 
AUDIO RESEARCH LS9 Pre £ 1949 
AUDIO RESEARCH VT50 Nif £2895 
PRO-AC RESPONSE 2.5 £2700 

TOTAL £ 10,943 
PART-EX (Example) or Deposit £2943 
BALANCE £8000* 
INTEREST IREE PAYMENI 12 X £667 

*OR DEFER PAYMENT 
90 DAYS THEN 3 YEARS AT 
JUST £ 74.77 PER WEEK 

WEST ONE 

Ki WEST ONE 
26 NEW CAVENDISH STREET LONDON WI M 71.111 

Tel: 0171486 8262/3 

Fax: 0171 487 3452 

IAL 
KRELL CLASS A 
POWER DRIVES 
MARTIN LOGAN 

FROM AS LITTLE AS 

£364.50 
PER MONTH 

For many years we have delighted in the 
transparency of electrostatic speakers, 
but nevei more than when driven by 
hugely powe-ful Class A amps. 
Electrosta ics really open up to Krell 
amplifiers ennancirg their clarity with a 
three dimensionality which can be eerily 
real in some instances. With well recorded 
discs one con feel as if it's possible to walk 
right througi• a literally transparent 
soundstage to mingle with the musicians 
in your own king room! 
Any system offering this level of 
performance usually deserves a home 
demonstration and ,f that is something 
you would like to experience for yourself, 
please contact us and we will be delighted 
to make the arrangements for you. 
The system is of course on dem in store. 

KRELL KAV300CD CD player £3549 
KRELL KAV250P Pre amp £1999 
KRELL KAV250A 9wr amp £3195 
MARTIN LOGAN CLS11 £4555 

TOTAL £ 13,298 
PART-EX (Example) or Deposit £4298 
BALANCE £9000* 
INTEREST FREE PAYMENTS 12 X £750 

OR DEFER PAYMENT 
90 DAYS THEN 3 YEARS AT 
JUST £ 84.12 PER WEEK 

PETERBOROUGH 

THE HI-FI COMPANY 
35 - 42 COWGATE PETERBOROUGH PEI ILZ 

Tel: 01733 341755 

Fax: 01733 35E141 

TO ARRANGE A HOME OR IN-STORE DEMONSTRATION - PLEASE TELEPHONE 

• DENON • EPOS • GRA I KEF • KRELL • LEXICON • M APAN • MARANTZ • MARTIN 
ROGERS • SME • SONUS F R • SPENDOR • TEAC • TE ICS • UNISON • WILSON • 

FREE 

.£50 

GIFT VOUCHER 
CALL NOw 

MULTI-CHANNEL 
EXPERTISE 

IS HARD TO FIND 

FROM AS LIITTLE AS 

£405.00 
PER MONTH 

Digital technology leads the way in 
audio-visual systems and there's no doubt 
that Mendiai of Cambridgeshire are 
world leaders in the design of state-of-
the-art multi-channel sound equipment. 
With our own extensive expertise in 
home-cinema installations at all budget 
levels, we have to place this system as 
perhaps offering the perfect combination 
of hi-fi pedigree and sonic performance 
with genuine up-to-the-minute audio-
visual compatibilty. 
If you are serious about creating a multi-
channel 'home cinema' and hi-fi system, 
this is the ultimate installation. 

MERIDIAN 500 CD Trcnsport £ 1245 
MERIDIAN 518 Processor £925 
MERIDIAN 519 RF Demod £450 
MERIDIAN 562V Dig Control £995 
MERIDIAN 565-7.11 
S/S Decoder with A(3/DTS £2850 
MERIDIAN DSP 5000 
Digital spkrs Rcsewood 12 pairs) £6920 

TOTAL £ 13,385 
PART-EX (Example) or Deposit £3385 
IMANCE £10,000* 
RITEREST FREE PAYMENTS 12 X £833 

*OR DEFER PAYMENT 
90 DAYS THEN 3YEARS AT 
JUST £93.46 PER WEEK 

FREE BROCHURE 
Phone for our latest 

Comprehensive Systems 
Brochure 

FOR THE LARGEST 
RANGE OF QUALITY 
USED 1111-F1 
IN THE COUNTRY 
PLEASE SEE OUR 

'TRADING STATION' 
ADVERT IN THIS ISSUE 

AN • M&K • MERIDIAN 
LSON BENESCH • YAMAHA 



111idland Audio X- change 

181 Franche Road Kidderminster 
Worchester .DY11 5AD 
Telephone: 01562 822236 Mobile: 0421 605966 

New Arrivals Midland Audio Exchange are pleased to be the Midlands stockist for all things UKD. 

UNISON RESEARCH Single ended excellence from this superb Italian valve manufacturer 

SIMPLY TWO A pentode design featuring a full 12 watts pure Class A. with feedback control 
switch and 4 & 8 ohm tappings £995 suggested retail 

SIMPLY FOUR Available in pentode or triode design. Giving all full 11 watts of output in triode and 
full Class A Or pentode. 24 watts full Class A Pentode £ 1555 Triode £ 1595. 

SIMPLY 845 Anyone who has heard this stunning amplifier has not been disappointed This is truly 
the most magnificent valve amplifier available at this pece. Single ended Class A triode, giving a 
full 24 watts Affordable high end with style has arrived £2995 

SIMPLY PHONO On the rear of all the previously mentioned amplifiers there is a power outlet so 
that the simply phono stage may be used. M/M and M/C settings are allowed via switches on the 
rear of the unit. £499 

OPERA LOUDSPEAKERS 

OPERA DUETTO 2 way reflex design 2nd order crossover with superb build quality and stunning 
sounds all for only £395. 

OPERA CALLAS GOLD 2 way bass reflex 4th order crossover, with superb balance and staging. 
Truly magnificent sound. £ 1050 

AUDIO ANALOGUE 

With the success of the Puccini SE, Audio Analogue will soon release their CD player. Based on 
the CEC mechanism and utilising a 20 bit DIA conversion system this has all the makings of world 
beating CD player. With a projected price of around £600 we eagerly await this one. Midland Audio 
Exchange keep most of the other items of the range on demo and in stock. 

MONRIO 

Tasty Class A sounds from this the most interesting CD in some time. Utilising a Philips 9 transport 
and a discreet 20 bit D/A conversion system, a must for any audiophile listening choice. All for the 
amazing price of £999 

OTHER NEW ARRIVALS 

We are now pleased to announce that we stock the whole range of DYNAVECTOR moving coil 
cartridges 

The Dynavector range is. 

DV 50X II High Output 
DV 104X II High Output 
DV 23RS II Low Output 
D 17D2 II Low Output 
XX 1 L Low Output 
Te Kaitora Low Output 

£159 
£189 
£375 
f449 
£998 

£1698 

isrlte,ovneer freorgwett,,, ,r:lkaarej„),i2tIhr ix,pslesebszletso demonstrate any cartridge from our huge range in stock. 

MARK LEVINSON 

Now we have had time with this formidable range of electronics, we all have realised that these 
audiophile masterpieces from the UAS are truly the finest solid state amplifiers known to man. Not 
only amplifiers, but also the superb No 39 CD player which has had rave reviews Stateside and 
now is available for £4999 

Yes they have knocked off £ 1000 which makes it unbelievable value. 

Other products stocked 

No 39 CD player 
No.380 Pre amplifier 
No 331 Power amplifier 

Please call John Roberts on any aspect of Mark Levinson products on 01562 822236 
(part exchanges welcome) 

Midland Audio Exchange are currently demonstrating the following superb CD players 

Rega Planet CD player 
Orelle CD 100e CD player 
Roksan Caspian CD player 
DPA Renaissance CD player 
Mondo Privilege CD player 
Audio Note CD 2_player 
Roksan Attessa CD player 
Roksan Attessa 3 box 
Mark Levinson No 39 (now only) 

Also, we have the finest choice in up and coming integrated amplifers 

Audio Analogue Puccini SE 
Densen Beat 100 
Roksan Caspian 
Orelle SA100 
Audio Note Oto Se ( phono) 
Electrocompaniet EC1-2 
Densen DM10 

£4999 
£3995 
£4499 

f 423 00 inc remote 
£ 649 00 
f 895 00 
f 925 00 
£ 895 00 
£ 999 00 
£1595 00 
£2439 00 
£4999 00 

E 595 00 
£ 650 00 
£ 695.00 
E 44900 
£1500 00 

995 00 
£1375 00 

If digital is not your bag then choose from our fine selection of Analogue Tumtables/Tonearms/Cartndges 

Rega Planar 2 / RB 250 Rega Planar 9 / RB 250 
Rega Planar 3 / RB 300 Michell Mycro / RB 300 
Systemdek 2 x 2 / RB 300 Michell Gyrodeck / RB 300 
Audio Note ATT 1 / RB 300 Michell Orbe / SME / Graham 
Roksan Radius / Tabnz Roksan TMS / Arterniz 
Roksan Xerxes X / Tabnzi Audio Note ATT 3 / AN1s / ANV 

Cartridges at MAX. 

Ortofon 

I'ta Transfiguration 
Sumiko 
Grado 
Roksan 
Rega 
Gofdring 
Audio Note 
Dynavector 

- All models stocked 
- Lydian Clavis DaCapo 
- Spirit, Temper 
- All models stocked 
- Signature series 
- All models stocked 
- All models stocked 
- 10 series 
- Most of range in stock 
- All models stocked 

S/Hand and Ex Demo Clearance Items - March 1998 

Acoustic Energy_AE1 R/W inc Stands 
Arcam Alpha BUD-  player (6 months old) 
Audio Research LS7 preamplifier 
Audiolab 8000P/8000C pre/power 
Castle Acoustics Isis 
Castle Acoustics Kendal 
Castle Acoustics Seven/2 
Castle Acoustics Tax 
Castle Acoustics Keep (Centre) 
Dalquist D010 phased arrray loudspeakers 
Deva 600 Integrated 
Deva 250 Integrated 
DPA Enlightenment DAG (ex demo) 
DPA Renaissance Cd player 
Linn Kan II black inc stands 

, Micromega Stage 1 CD player 
' Mission 753 Loudspeakers 
\ Mission Cyrus 781 Loudspeakers (Black) 

Monitor Audio 352 rosewood speakers 

WAS NOW 
1200 699 
599 395 
1599 1095 
1080 650 
249 179 
449 349 
579 465 
349 269 
249 179 
950 375 
999 699 
399 279 
825 675 
950 750 
780 325 
549 349 
200 425 
200 85 
299 159 

Suppliers & Installers of High Quality Audio 

Systems 
Roksan - Rega - Michell - D.P.A.- ProAc 

Audio Note - Densen- UKD- Orelle - Myriad - 
Implulse - Ruark- Mark Levinson 

We also pnde ourselves in keeping a wide range of phono stages in stock. starting with - 

Rotel RHO 970 BX £139.00 
Henley Designs HMC 50 £199 00 
Densen DP 02 Drive £349.00 
Rega EOS £398.00 
Roksan Artexerxex X £395.00 
Electrocomparuet ECP1 £495.00 
Unison Research simply phono f499.00 
Audio Note Moving Coil Transformers 
AN S1 £349.00 
AN S2 £449.00 

Fe2lersyaen ÎRwurk t/eeggea to listen ta?sitzirre t'a)ndPeeperrpulse Au" Note I 

MAGNUM DYNALAB  

The most highly regarded FM tuners are now on permanent demonstration at Midland Audio 
Exchange More and more people are now listenng to radio as an ultimate source, with 
stations like Classic FM and Jazz FM providing a huge catalogue of new and old recordings, 
what better than listening to them on a MAGNUM tuner. 

Prices start at 

MAGNUM DYNALAB FT- 11 
MAGNUM DYNALAB FT- 101 
MAGNUM DYNALAB ETUDE 
MAGNUM DYNALAB 108 HYBRID 

Recommended Vinyl 

Allman Brothers Band 
Art Pepper 
Arthur Louis ( featuring Eric Clapton) 
Average White Band 
Bert Kaempfert 
Blue Nile 
Bob Dylan 
Boston 
Budy Guy 
Buddy Holly 
Cannonball Adderley 
Cassandra Wilson 
Car Stevens 
Dave Brubeck 
Dave Mason 
Deep Purple 
DCC 180 gm Series 
Deep Purple 
Dexter Gordon 
Dizzy Gillespie 
Doc 8. Merle Watson 
Eagles 
Eagles 
ELP 
Elvis 
Elvis 
EMI 
EMI 
Erykah Badu 
Fleetwood Mac 
Frampton Comes Alive 
Hank Mobley 
Herbie Hancock 
Horace Parlan 
Ike Quebec 
Janis Ian 
Janis Ian 
Jimi Hendrix 
Jimi Hendnx 
Jimi Hendnx 
Jimi Hendrix 
Joan Armatrading 
John Lee Hooker 
John M Jarre 
John Mayall 
Joni Mitchell 
Lee Morgan 
Linda Ronstadt 
Louis Armstrong/Duke Ellington 
Massenet L Fremaux 
Miles Davis 
Miles Davis 
Mobile Fidelity Titles 
Monty Alexander 
Moody Blues 
Nat King Cole 
Nina Simone 
Oscar Peterson 
Oscar Peterson 
Paco Pena 
Patricia Barber 
Pink Floyd 
Pink Floyd 
Queen Rocks 
REM 
Ravel 
Rick Wakeman 
Ry Cooder 
Saint Seen 
Santana 
Santana 
Sarah Mclachlan 
Sergio Mendes and Brasil ' 66 
Sonny Clark 
Sonny Landreth 
Steve Miller 
The Best of Roy Orbison 
The Doors 
The Doors 
The Weavers 
Tom Petty and The Heartbreakers 
U2 
Van Morrison 
Wayne Shorter 

All these titles are available from stock mail order - a charge of £ 1.50 per consignment will be 
made. 

E 550 00 
f 825 00 
f 1250 00 
f4500 00 

Brothers and Sisters MFSL 200 grm £19.95 
Meets The Rhylhm Seat].) AP HO 160 gm £21.95 
Knocking ' on Heaven's Door £11.95 
AWB MFSL 200 grm £19.99 
Master recordings Polydor 180 grm £21.95 
Peace at Last £11.75 
Time Out Of Mind 120 grm double £14.99 
Boston MFSL 200 orm 19.95 
I Was Walking Th The Woods 180 grm £21.95 
MCA Heavy Vinyle 180 grm £24.95 
Something Else 180 grm £15.90 
New Moon Daughter £19.95 
Izitiso MFSL 200 grm £19.99 
Time Out 180grm £21.95 
Alcne Tcgelher MCA Hea.yy Vrtyl 180 grrn £24.95 
Made in Japan Limited Edition £17.95 
Virgin Vinyl £21.95 
Fireball/In Rock Limited Edition £14.95 
Go 180grm £15.90 
Reunion Big Band MPS 180 grm £19.95 
Picking the Blues AP HO 180 grm £21.95 
Hell Freezes Over £17.90 
Hotel California DCC 180 grm £21.95 
Tarkus MFSL 200 grrn £19.95 
24 Karat Hits DCC 180 grm Double £34.95 
Elvis is Back DCC 180 grm £21 95 
EMI 100 Years 180 grm (All titles stocked)£14.90 
180 grm Jazz Classics £15.90 
Baduizm £10.90 
Rumours 180 grm £15.90 
MFSL 200 grm Double £34.95 
Soul Station 180 grm £15.90 
Blow Up 180 grm £15.90 
On the Spur of ffie Mcfrient Sue Note 180 gm£19.95 
Soul Samba Blue Note 180 gm £19 95 
Revenge £9.95 
Breaking Silence 180 grm £24.95 
Band of Gypsies £12.95 
RU Experienced £17.95 
Axis Bold As Love 180 grm £21.95 
First Rays of the New Rising Sun 180 gm £21.95 
Same 18 gm £19.95 
The Real Folk Blues Alto 180 grm £19.95 
Oxygene 7-13 180 gm £15.95 
The Blues Alone MFSL 200 grm £19.95 
Court & Spark DCC 190 grm £21.95 
Sidewinder 180 gm £15.90 
Greatest Hits DCC 180 grm £21.95 
Sessions 180 grm £19.95 
Le Cid/Last Sleep 180 grm £21.95 
Kind of Blue Double 180 gm £3800 
Tutu 180 grm £15.90 
200 gm Special Offer £19.99 
Live At Montreux 180 grm £19.95 
Every Good Boy MFSL 200 grm £19.99 
The Very Thought of You DCC 190 grm £21.95 
Sings The Blues 180 grm £19.95 
We Get Requests £15.90 
the Lost Tapes MPS 180 grm £19.95 
Flamenco Pure Live 180 grm £21.95 
Café Blue 180 grm £21.95 
EMI Cent 180 grm Box Set £99.95 
EMI Cent 180 grm Single Albums £15.90 
Best of Queen 180 grm £1790 
Murmur MFSL 200 grm £19.95 

£21.95 
£19.95 

Pans Texas 180 grm £15.90 
L Fremaux - Organ Symphony 180 grm £21.95 
1st Album 180 grm £19.99 
Abraxas 180 gm £21.95 
Fumbling Towards/Freedom Sessions £29.95 
180 gm £19.95 
Cool Struttin' Blue Note 150 gm £19.95 
Outward Bound 180 grm £15.95 
Greatest Hits DCC 180 grm £21.95 
DCC 180 grm double £32.95 
DCC 180 grm £21.95 
Strange Days DCC 180 grm £21.95 
Reunion At Carnegie Half AP HO 180 grm£21.95 
She's The One £11 90 
Unforgettable Fire MFSL 200 grm £19.95 
Moondance 180 grm £15.90 
Speak No Evil 18D grm f 15 90 

:i,IragerrdaFESsLPa2n0Óegrr gm' 

Naim Audio Naxo 3/6 X-Over 650 425 
Nakamichi Cassette Deck 2 399 249 
Ortofon T3000 Moving Coil Transformer 849 299 
ProAc Tablette 50 Signature (Ebony) 999 699 
Quad 33 Controller Pre-amp N/A 75 
Rogers LS33 & 533 subwoofers 678 425 
Roksan Caspian amplifiers 2nd quality 695 550 
Roksan Caspian CD Player (EX-Demo) 895 749 
Roksan Hotcakes ( Gun Metal Grey) 199 75 
Roksan Ojan 3 rosewood speakers 2nd 999 649 
Roksan Shiraz ( Brand new boxed old stock) 970 650 
Roksan Xerxes R/W R8300 MC10/XPS 2 1055 549 
Roksan Xerxes RB300 AT005/XP5 3 1055 549 
Rotel RC 970 BX pre amp ( new) 175 135 
Rotel RP855 turntable 225 95 
Tascam 688 Midi Studio ( Flight Cased) 2500 799 
Teac P500 Transport 600 375 
VPI TNT MK 2.5 (new parts fitted) 3995 2999 

MIDLAND AUDIO EXCHANGE ARE LOOKING FOR GOOD USED BRITISH & 
AMERICAN HI-Fl CASH PAID CALL JOHN ROBERTS ON 01562 822236 NOW! 
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APOGEE STAGE Ribbon 

speakers, excellent sound, 
Anthracite colour £950 
(£3000). Krell KSL line level 

preamp £975 (Q200). Boxes, 
manuals. REL Stentor 

mahogany subwoofer £500. 
Tel: Maz 0161 873 5020 or 

0161 330 7912 evenings 
(May(I) 

LINN LP 12, Lingo, lttok, K9 
£1000. Linn Majik £350. Linn 
LK I 00 £350. Shahinian 

Compass, Medium Oak, new 
£1200. Arcam Alpha 5+ CD 

player £200. Two 5m lengths 

K600 £75. Tel: 0 I 829 741 

830 (May(I) 

EPOS ES25 Loudspeakers, 
dark cherry £ 1 125. DPA 
Renaissance integrated 
amplifier £350. Teac VRDS 
IOSE £600. Pioneer CLD I 950 
laser disc player £350. Star 

Wars trilogy laser disc's £ 100. 
Tel: 0385 765 727 (Apr(I) 
• 

NAIM CDS. Mint condition 

£1900 ono. Tel: 01703 345 

188 after 6pm (Southampton) 
(May(I) 

GARRARD 301 Transcription 
motor mounted tone arm and 
cartridge £ 185. Ferrograph 

tape recorder Model 631 with 

tapes and handbook £ 1 50. 

Armstrong 626 tuner amp 
£80. For full information Tel: 

01676 533 640 after 6pm 
(Apr(I) 

ORELLE SA I 00RX Remote-
control integrated amplifier, 

75W, silver/copper/carbon 
internal wiring, 

silver/copper/teflon hard-
wired mains cable, audiophile 
sound, mint, boxed £450. 
High-end speaker cable £ 175. 

Tel: 01803 21 I 012 (Apr(I) 

GARRARD 401 + AT arm, 

very little use £ 195. Richard 

Allan Class A' amp £30. NAD 

tuner amp £68. NAD CD 

£50. All vgc. Wanted: 

Analogue 'Puccini' amp. Tel: 

0 I 787 223 754 (Apr(I) 

PAPWORTH PPA-6 Preamp, 

3 months old, as new £ 1200 
(£1 750). Teac T1 transport 

with Trichord Research digital 

output board and two power 
supplies, mint, boxed £450. 

Tel: 01780 764 149 (Apr(I) 

MARANTZ CD 63 Mk11 KI 

Signature CD player £300 

ono. B&W CDM 1 compact 

loudspeakers in red ash £400 

ono. Both August 97. Tel: 

01205 750 314 (Apr) 

GARRARD 401 with SME 

3009 arm. Good condition 

£150 ono. Revox G36 reel to 

reel. Just serviced £225 ono. 

Tel: 01403 790 818 (Apr(I) 

ATC SCM 20 speakers, gloss 
black, boxed as new, with 

Epos 14 stands £ 1 000. Tel: 

0 1442 822 707 (Apr(I) 

LUXMAN CL32 Valve 

preamp + Luxman 3600 valve 

poweramp. Very nice 

condition, only £950 for quick 

sale. Tel: 0171 385 5875 

(Apr(I) 

MERIDIAN 508 20bit CD, 
Meridian 502 analogue 

controller. Meridian 557 
power amplifier, Martin 
Logan SL3 electrostatic 
speakers. Two pairs Music 
Link balanced cables, two 
3.5m Tara Labs Prism 22 
foc, rarely used. £5500. 

(M -1,,,(11 

LEAK TL I 0 Amps matched 
pair with KT61 valves £500 

ono. Spare KT61 valves 
available. Pair Lowther PM6C 
speakers, refurbished by 
Lowther, one in Acoustas 
cabinet £300. Tel: 01555 663 
110 evenings (Apr(I) 

ORIGINAL CYRUS Tuner 
£65. Rogers Cadet Ill, needs 
output transformer £45. Satin 
M/C M 1 172 £30. Audio 
Technica AT30E/AT630, 
boxed £60. Hi-Fi World first 
issue onwards, supplements. 
Hi-fi News 1974 onwards. 
Telequipment dual beam 
oscilloscope, needs ECF 804 
£30. HP 820A signal 
generator, working, heavy 

£60. Many valves, some new, 
boxed. Offers. Tel: 01582 725 
166 (Apr(I) 

MERIDIAN 101 Preamp, M3 
loudspeakers (requires one 
new bass unit) stands, cables, 
offers. Tel: 01732 461 358 
(Apr(I) 

LEAK DELTA 75 receiver. 
SME 3009 arm with Shure V-
15 Type 2 improved cartridge 
with Thorens TD125 
turntable in SME 2000 plinth 
system. I3&W DM3 speakers. 
Offers. Tel: 0 I 222 563 500 
(Apr(I) 

PAIR KLIPSCH CF4 speakers, 
solid cherry wood, 300 watt 

continuous 1500 peak, two 
12" subs in each, horn loaded, 
ht 44", wi 17" dp 20" £2100. 

Tel: 01842 764 818 (Apr(I) 

QUAD 33 and 303 (with 
operating manual), Thorens 
TD 125 (with cover) and SME 
3009 Series 11 improved arm 
and Shure V15 cartridge, 
offers please. Tel: 01508 538 
943 (Apr) 

SPECIAL 

INTERNET 

OFFER SEE 

PAGE 146 FOR 
DETAILS 

WANTED: MARANTZ 

CD85, excellent condition 

preferred but anything in 

working condition considered. 

Tel: 01332 603 768 evenings 
(Apr(I) 

AUDIO SYNTHESIS DAX-11 

D/A converter, excellent 
condition and superb sound 
£1400 ovno. Tel: 01208 872 

316 (Bodmin) (May(1) 

WAN I ED AIÇA1 CiX-

4000DB, Reel to reel tape 
deck with Dolby 'B' in good 
condition (or for spares). 
Willing to pay up to £200 in 

cash. 
(Apr(I) 

SUMIKO BLUE Point Special 
£75. DNM Mica, 1042 

conversion £60. Both approx 

3 hours use only. Perfect 

condition. -el: 018 I 994 2030 
after 6pm. (Apr(I) 

KLIPSCH CHORUS II, horn 

mid, horn treble + relex bass. 

15" driver + passive. 
sensitivity I 0 IdB for I watt. 

Bargain at £ 1100. Tel: Geoff 

01922 477 682 (Apr) 

TRICHORD DIGITAL 

transport (rare, rebuilt 
Pioneer with very advanced 

clock + dig. o/p mods) £300. 
Harbeth monitors (similar to 

BC l's) £300. Audio Technica 

ATH70 electret headphones 

£50. Tel: 0181 539 8262 
(Apr(I) 

NAIM NAP250 Power amp, 

old style, unmarked £500. 
Dynavector XXIL cartridge, 

boxed, 3 months old, 50 
hours use £600. Tel: 0 I 923 
857 348 (evenings) (Apr(I) 
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List of Electrocompaniet Dealers 

Audible Elegance 
Castle Sound & Vision 
Connections 
Hazelmere Audio 
Midland Audio Exchange 
Nichols Hi-Fi 
RJFAudIo Visual 
Sound of Music 
Sounds of Music 
Stowsounds 
The Hi End 
The Hi-Fi Room 
The Hi-Fi Studios 
'Audio Hi-Fi Consultants 

Hearne Bay, Kent 
Nottingham 
London, W1 
High Wycombe, Bucks 
Kidderminster, Worcestershire 
London SE12 
Cambourne, Cornwall 
Crewe, Cheshire 
Tunbridge Wells, 
Gt Finborough, S folk 
London, SWI3 
Manchester 
Doncaster, South Yorkshire 
Bristol 

Tel: 01227 742 928 
Tel: 0115 958 4404 
Tel 0181 348 5676 
Tel: 01494 437 892 
Tel: 01562 822 236 
Tel: 0181 852 5780 
Tel: 01209 612 260 
Tel: 01270 214 143 
Tel: 01892 547 003 
Tel 01449 675 060 
Tel: 0181 876 3355 
Tel: 0161 832 0888 
Tel: 01302 781 387 
Tel: 0117 968 6005 

ELECTROCOM PAN I ET 

If music really matters 

Distributor of 

ELECT ROCOM PAN I ET 
in the UK 

Sound Image UK Ltd 
52 Milton Road London SW14 8JR Tel 0181 255 6868 Fax 0181 255 6869 

Creek OBH-8, OBH-8SE & OBH-9 
MM and MC phono pre-amplifiers 

• 
WORLD VERDICT 0000 

Smooth, yet truly musical, these 
are the best entry-level phono 
stages around at present. 

November 97 

Is your vinyl input getting a little long 
in the tooth? Or does your latest 
amplifier not have a phono input? 
Either way the Creek phono pre-
amplifiers will give a boost to your 
system. 
Employing state-of-the-art circuitry 

and high grade components. the 
OBH - Phono pre-amps perform 
miracles at a very modest price. 
Optimal matching is achieved by 
using an OBH-8 or SE for moving 
magnet and OBH-9 for moving coil. 

UK Prim: 011H-e - £119 
01114-11SE £ 130 
0101-9 E160 

OBH-11 Headphone Amplifier 

HIGHLY RECOMMENDED WHAT HI-FI AWARDS, 1997 

"The Creek OBH-11 makes the most of high-quality electronics and delivers 
clarity and weight that make any headphones perform to their utmost capa-
bilities. If you are serious about personal listening, it's just the thing." 

OBH-11 UK Price:£29 

OBH-12 Remote Control Passive Pre-amp 
The Creek OBH-12 enables you to sit back and turn the volume up and down. 
select the input to your amplifier, have a remote mute facility as well as tape 
monitoring without the need to get up to press any buttons or adjust knobs on 
your amplifier - "...something that isn't possible with any other passive unit 
out there (yet)." (Audio Video Shopper. USA, Feb 97). 

OBH-12 UK Prive: £ 199 

(Cr 
AUDIO LIMITED 

For an info pack ph-ase contact' 
CREEK AUDIO LTD, 2 Bellevue Road, 
Priam Barnet, London Nil 3ER, UK 
Tel: 00 44 + (0)181.361 4133 
Fax: 00 44 + (0)181.361 4136 

mereek@ibm.net 

Audible îlegauce 

WINTER SPECIAL PRICES 
ART AUDIO QUINTET MONOBLOCKS (CHROME/GOLD) 
BEAM ECHO DL7-35 MONOBLOCKS 
GAMMA ACOUSTICS GEMINI LINE INTEGRATED 
GAMMA ACOUSTICS RHYTHM PHONO 
GAMMA ACOUSTICS AEON MONOBLOCKS 
TUBE TECHNOLOGY UNISIS POWER 
TUBE TECHNOLOGY PROPHET PRE AMP 
UNISON RESEARCH SMART 845 MONOBLOCKS 
AUDION SILVER KNIGHT MONOBLOCKS (USED) 

£2095.00 
£2500.00 
£ 450.00 
£1100.00 
£2995.00 
£1195.00 
£1250.00 
£2495.00 
£795.00 

Art Audio - Alchemist - Beam Echo - Bravura - Gamma Acoustics - 
Loricraft Audio/Garrard JM Labs Speakers - Klipsch - Monrio - 

Nottingham Analogue - Ortofon Pro-ject Turntables - Sovereign Valves 
- Target - Trichord Research - Tube Technology 

"Audible Elegance are now pleased to be 

associated with Cary Audio Design" 

01227 742928 4 0976 402779 
Ashcroft Bishopstone Lane Herne Bay Kent CT6 6RP 
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LINN LPI2 Sondek, Nirvana, 
Valhalla, Re-Brace, lttok, 
Troika (30 hrs), Lingo. Very 
rarely used ( 1-2 hrs every 
Christmas), but regularly 
serviced by specialists. Naim 
42.5 pre + 160 power, Hi-
Cap. Absolutely fabulous 
bargain at £2000 - no split. 
Tel: 0181 330 5117. Email: 
connol-manorhouse @ 
btintemet.com (Apr(I) 

LINN LPI2, Ekos, Klyde, 
Lingo, mint £ 1450. Cyrus 780 
£120 boxed. Dynaudio 
Zenon 3 kits, built, 3 way 
floorstanders, excellent £950. 
Tel: 01295 780 363 
(Oxfordshire) (Apr(I) 

STADIUM II Sub-woofer 
£650, EAR 834P MM/MC 
phonostage £250. Goldring 
1042 - 10 hours £75. Ortofon 
1C25L - 20 hours £ 150. All 
boxed and guaranteed. Tel: 
01253 402 557/0468 881 68 I 
(Apr(I) 

BEARD P50 Power amp, 
meters, rack handles £495. 
P500 pre (export model) line 
and superb phono stage £395. 
Both serviced by Bill Beard 
' The Best He's Seen' make a 
super sounding combo. Naim 
Hi-Cap silver trim, latest caps 
fitted £340. Tel: 0 I 785 840 
724 (Stafford) (Apr(1) 

R,OGERS LS7's Classic 2 way 
00wpc 8 ohm inc. target 

sand filled stands + 2x3.5 mtr 
Supra4 cable + gold 4mm 
plugs. Used not abused. Gladly 
demonstrate £200. Tel: 0 I 634 
815 710 (North Kent) (Apr) 

TEAC P700 Transport and 
D700 DAC. Mint, boxed, 
bargain at £725. DPA 
Enlightenment DAC, mint, 
boxed £550. Tel: 01952 406 
759 (Apr(I) 

AUDIO RESEARCH SP9 Mkt 

hybrid valve pre amplifier with 

phono stage. Black front panel, 

instructions but no box. 

Serviced by Absolute Sounds 
in May 1995 £750. Tel: 0171 

736 6193 (Apr(I) 

TRANSPARANT MUSIC 

Wave plus speaker cable I 5ft 
bi-wired £525 (£798) Krell 

KRC2 pre-amplifier £2200 

(£4200) Tel: 01797 253 073 

(East Sussex) (Apr) 

CAMBRIDGE CD6 CD player 

£140. Pioneer Precision 

A30OR £300. UKD Callas 

(Focal) speakers £550. All vgc, 

boxed. Cambridge A I amp 
£50. Linn LK400 bi-wire 

speaker cables, 5m £45. Tel: 

01603 633 451 (Apr(I) 

ONIX 0A2IS/SOAP2 with 

mm/mc boards £300 ono. 

Linn Basik/K9 £ 175. Sony 

505ES-RDS tuner £ 140 ono. 

Arcam Alpha SCD £220 ono. 

Paradigm Esprit bipolars £350 

ono, will consider 

individual/match offers. Tel: 

Dale 01903 527 248 eves, 

01903 286 054 day (Apr(I) 

VALVE AMP, Michaelson 

TVA I, sexiest valve amp ever 

made and Croft pre-amp 

£2000. NEC 903 CD player, 

quadrupial DACs weighs 45 

lbs. Broadcasting quality, solid 

gold components £800. Tel: 
01952 405 268 (Apr(I) 

MAGNAPLANER MG2.5R 

panel speaker, ribbon tweeter. 

Demo and transport possible. 
Moving forces sale £795 ono. 

Arcam Delta 250/Black Box 

500 CD combo £395 ono. 

Tel: 01635 37066 (Newbury) 

(Apr(I) 

ADS 

Editor speakers. Target 
HJ 15/-z' stands. 'alnut, SE 
plate/badge, vi-. spec. x-
overs, studio grade drivers, 
ébsolutely supe-b sound 
quality. Full demo, must 
Fear ( f. I 185) £525 ono. T-
DAC £ 385 onc 

(A, 

TANNOY EATONS 10" 
HPD ( 1978) boxed £295. 
Hafler DH200 power amp 
£280. Leak Sandwich 250s 
£45. Quad 22 preamp £45. 
Ali vgc. New Tannoy 625 Alf 
subwoofer, bargain £200. Tel: 
01494 874 381 (Bucks) 
(Apr(I) 

WANTED: COPY of Hi-Fi 
World April 96 Supplement, 
building sub woofers for ESL 
63's. Also Leak 2075 speakers, 
any condition, drive units must 
be good. Tel: 01453 764 734 
or 0370 951 875 (Apr(I) 

JEFF ROWLAND Model 5 
(150W/transfiguration) 
£2150, Mesa Engineering 
Baron latest £2200. Audio 
Research LS7 £ 1175, Sonus 
Faber Extremas & stands 
£3300, Audio Synthesis DAX-
2 £ 1475 and Transcend 
Transport AT&T + C/N-code 
£500, Yamaha T2 tuner £350, 
Pioneer TX9I00 tuner £ 150, 
Deltec The Power 
(conditioners x2) £50 each, all 
in superb condition. Tel: 
01733 310 819 (day) 01733 
892 228 (eve) (Apr(I) 

QUAD ELECTROSTATICS 
(black), Quad 33/303, 
Tandberg 3300X, Pioneer 
RTU I I /TAU I 1 tape units. 
Sale or swap for power 
amp/quality smaller speakers. 
Tel: 0 844 112 059 or 
hawkstoneclara.net (Apr(I) 

SPECIAL 

INTERNET 

OFFER SEE 

PAGE 146 FOR 

DETAILS 

NA1M NAP 250, boxed, mint 

£850. DPA 8's speaker cable 

2.5 mtr £60. Naim NAC 42, 

mint £90. Quad If valve amps, 

re-valved, mint condition 

£350. Audio Technica 0C9 

cartridge, unused, brand new 

£220. DPA Enlightenment 

Drive/Dac, as new under 12 

months old £980 ono. Naim 

72 preamp, new style inc. ded. 

CD input £450. Tel: Jules 

01792 280 061 (Apr(I) 

QUAD MONOBLOCK Pair, 

22 pre-amp, FM tuner, Quad 

serviced £450. Arcam Alpha 5 

CD £200. Alpha 5 plus DAC 

board £45. Tel: 01705 690 

093 (Portsmouth) (Apr(1) 

2 X MUSICAL FIDELITY PI40 

£ 150 ea. 2 x Maranta MA500 

monoblocks £ 150 ea. 2 x 

Roksan Darius x-overs £30. 4 

x 5.5m terminated lengths 

Linn K20 speaker cable £20. 

Tel: Mike 01684 892 722 

(day) 01684 561 526 (eves 

before 9pm) (Apr(I) 

MERIDIAN 557 power 

amplifier, immaculate, boxed, 

guaranteed £950. vdH 

Revelation 6m set speaker 

cables £800 (£ 1550) Orelle 

DA 180 DAC £250. ATC20 

towers £ 1200. Kimber power 

cables £45. WHY? Tel: 013 I 

556 7545 or 

s.hussain@ed.sac.ac.uk (May(I) 

MERIDIAN 551 amp £425 

pair, Ruark Swordsman Plus 

Two, walnut £ 100. XL0 Ref 

Type 4 digital interconnect 

05m £65. XL0 Ref Type I 

interconnect 0.5m pair £ 1 25. 

Chord Flatline Gold bi-wire 

10m pair £ 150. Tel: 01249 

821 288 (Wilts) (Apr) 
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71,040 dea4 tee/ 
Announcing the 'H1' Stereo Class A Hybrid Amplifier from 

17a-cedeita-e & Sawyer/I-

• Breathtaking clarity, speed and dynamic contrast. 
• Hybrid design eliminates the need for bandwidth limiting ouput transformers (5Hz - 
100 Khz bandwidth). 

• Twin-triode signal amplification. 
• Single-ended Class A operation in all stages 
• Zero feedback. 
• 25 Watts r.m.s. /channel into 8 ohm (50 W r.m.s. /ch. into 8 ohm). 

• Separate ouput-stage power supplies for each channel. 
• Only audio grade components used throughout. 
• Sturdy anodised machined aluminium chassis. 
• All units hand-wired throughout (no PCBs). 
• All units reliability tested for a minimum of 48 hours. 
• Designed and manufactured in Great Britain. 
• Guaranteed for one year. 

• Additional one year RTB guarantee FREE. 

• Certificate of authenticity for each unit. 
• All units made to order (delivery usually within 28 days). 

• Special requirements to order. 
• Special introductory price:- £3999-00 inclusive*. 

(*applies to U.K. mainland delivery of standard unit only) 

74cefeeeta4t 4ç Sacoefe,t4 
Quality In Definition 

To arrange a home demonstration call 0961 851874 
or e-mail julians@netcomuk.co.uk 
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MUSICAL FIDELITY A1000 

Integrated amplifier two 

months old boxed £800, 

Musical Fidelity X-Cans 

headphone amplifier, boxed 

£70. JR 149 loudspeakers £80. 

Sennheiser HD 535 
'headphones £60. Tel: 0121 

427 8810 

AUDIO INNOVATIONS 

5500 £375. Mission pre & 

power 776 & 777. Rare, 

genuine offers. Yamaha Cl. 

pre amp, classic quality £300. 

Meridian 206 D.S. CD £375. 

Magna Planar 1.4 panel 

speakers £400. Swops. Tel: 
01626 774 246 (Apr(I) 

NAIM NAC 92/NAP 180, 

recent, mint, boxed, will 

separate £775. Epos ESII, 

walnut with stands, mint £275. 

Tel: 01905 830 120 

(Worcester area) (Apr(I) 

K.EF REFERENCE Series 105/3 

rare rosewood (cost option) 

bi-wired model. Superb 

unmarked condition £ 1200 

ono. Meridian 208 & 209 

CD/Preamp unmarked 

CI Dndition £599. Quad 306 

vgc £ 190. Tel: 01293 885 929 
evenings (Sussex) (Apr(I) 

XFORD CRYSTAL 
'eference turntable, 'rare', 
' B300, 007, as new £ 1250 
ono. Naim SBL 'Black' latest 
▪ rive units, as new £ 1200 Hono. Finestra preamp with 
.eparate 'overkill' power 
,upply, as new, 'rare' £700 
.no. Audio Research D70 
.ower amp, very good 
700 ono, or sell complete 
.ystem £3000. 

Apr(I) 

MISSION 763 Loudspeakers, 

floorstanding 2-way design, ex. 
con. £95. A&R Cambridge 
A60 amplifier with box and 

instructions. £90. A&R 
Cambridge T2I tuner £80. 
Linn Kan stands, excellent 

condition £60. 2x7m K20 
terminated Linn plugs £ 15. 
Wanted: Linn Lingo LP 12 
power supply, Quad FM4 
tuner. Tel: 0181 664 7090 
(Apr(I) 

BOSE LIFESTYLE 5 music 
system, 6 months old, black, 
mint condition, boxed 
(£1750) Accept £900, no 

offers. Tel: 01295 261 166 
(Apr(I) 

EPOS E525 Loudspeakers, 
black £ 1100. Audio Alchemy 
DITB converter £ 1 30. Rega 9, 
Exact cartridge £850. Rogers 
Studio 3's, rosewood, stands 
£300. Custom Design five 
glass shelf rack's £ 1 25. Tel: 
0181 311 8986 (Apr(I) 

PROCEED PRE, (Mark 

Levinson), fully balanced pre-
amp with learning remote 
£1530 (£2000). Proceed 
AM P2, 150w dual mono THX 

power amp. £ 1450 (Q000). 
Tel: 01284 769 985 (Suffolk) 
(Apr(I) 

PRIME DESIGNS A I 00 Mk2 
integrated amp. 100 watts. 
Sweeter sound than earlier 
version. Brand new condition, 

new £600, £350 for quick 
sale. Tel: Nick 0171 221 0691 
after 6pm. Leave message on 
ansaphone. (Dec(I) 

FOR SALE:.DPA (Dehtec) 50S 

pre/power combination, 
excellent condition and boxed 
with manuals. £800 ovno. 
Tel: 018 I 452 1432 eves after 
7pm (Apr(I) 

DPA ENLIGHTENMENT 

DAC, boxed £480. Michell Iso 

£250. Thorens TD2001 + 

Audio Technica ATF5/OCC 

cartridge £350. Arcam Delta 

Black Box £70. Tel: 01423 

540 655 (Harrogate, Yorks) 

(Apr(I) 

LINN LP $ 2 VALHALLA Ittok, 

Troika, mint, boxed £650, 

with Michi phono equaliser, 

mint (world class, configured 

for Troika) £450. Record 

collection also available. Tel: 

01492 580 201 evenings 

(North Wales) (May(I) 

THREE PRIVATE collectors 

have 3 1/2 pages of very 

desirable vintage valve 

equipment for sale. Names 

such as Westrex, Leak, Quad, 

Rogers, Goodsell/Williamson, 

Lowther etc to tempt you. 

Tel: 01548 560 913 for list. 

(Apr(I) 

SONY CDP-I01 superbly 

engineered early CD player 

(£800 new) with cult status in 

Japan, see Hi-Fi World May 96 

for details, in mint condition 

with remote and handbook, 

sensible offers. KT-66R boxed, 

unused set of four £ 150. 

Audio Innovations Series 200, 

preamp £225, poweramp 

£225. Tel: 01834 860 681 

(Apr(I) 

WANTED: MERIDIAN 200 

Transport, must be in good 

condition. Pro 9 TL 

transmission line speakers, 

(homemade) Kef B139 bass 

units, kit costs £550 minus 

wood panels, sell £300 

complete. Tel: 0191 243 2298 

(Apr(I) 

SPECIAL 

INTERNET 

OFFER SEE 

PAGE 146 FOR 

DETAILS 

QUAD 336 Power amp 
with Quad 34 control unit 
and FM4 -.uner. Complete 

with Quadrack, original 
boxes and manuals, mint 
condition £595 ono. 

(Apr(I) 

MONARCHY 22B DAC 

£650 ono. Tel: Mike 0161 291 
9331 (Apr) 

WANTED: MICHELL ISO 

phono stage, preferably with 
Hera powe ,- supply. Tel: 0181 

452 I 452 evenings after 7pm 

(Apr(I) 

WANTED: ORIGINAL 

carbon and boron headshell 
for Trio LO7D turntable. Sony 

TA-N 88B power amp and 

Technics SST- 1 speakers. Also 
Musical Fidelity PI40, PI50 or 

PI70 power amps and Teac 

VRDS-7 SE CD player. Tel: 
Jon 0181 992 8952 eves & 

w/ends (Apr(I) 

CLEAROUT: ELECTRONICS, 

cartridges, speakers. Variable 

condition. Cheap. Cambridge 

CD2, Armstrong 625, 
Goodmans Module 90, 

Technics M260 (3 head), 
Audiotronic LT4040 tuner, 
Elite MCP555, Glanz GMC 10 
EX, Dynavector 10 X 2, Rega 

RBI00, SME headshell, fluid 
damper, alignment gauge; 

Hitachi 5S83 10G (3 way), 

large drive units. Tel: Paul 
0 1582 664 339 (S. Beds) 

(Apr) 

ROKSAN XERXES with XPS 

2 power supply and 

suspension mods with 

Artemis arm £550. Tel: 0 : 8 I 
452 1452 evenings 
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CLASSIFIED ADS 

CAMBRIDGE AUDIO 
DacMagic 2 D/A converter. 
Pioneer 9700 CD player. 

AudioQuest DigiPro cable. All 

boxed as new. Superb 

sounding combination. £295. 

Tel: 01788 544 889 (Rugby) 
(Apr(I) 

ELECTROCOMPANIET 
ECi/l, 100 wpc, current 80 

amps, drives any speaker 
(£2350) £ 1250. OreIle 

CDIOT/DA180 Mk2, silver 

interconnect, Colloms 

recommended (£ 1400) £600. 

New records available. Any 
demo. Tel: Roy 01902 892 

613 (Apr) 

WL, 

speakers with dedicated ABI 
sub-woofer system £450. 

DECCA GOLD Cartridge, 
modified by Nottingham 
Analogue to Microscaner 
standard. Less than 100 hours 
use since re-tipped. Supplied 
wih two alternative mounting 
blocks to suit arm £95. Tel: 

0115 937 3783 (Nottingham) 
(Apr(I) 

SME 20A. Sensible offers only. 
Jadis JP80 £4500 ono. 2 x 7m 
Audio Research Litzline 
speaker cable £500. 

Upgrading all above. Tel: 
Work 01223 868 204 Home 
01708 442 598 Mobile 041 I 
069 525 (Apr) 

LOWTHER PM7A Horns 
£260. One PM6A horn £ 100. 

Sekt88 monoblocks £285. 
SE4W Trippletone amp £ 185. 

Apogee Minor speakers £550. 
Cambridge A I amp, phono 

board £80. Tel: 01322 292 
391 office hours (Kent) 
(Apr(I) 

' JAIM NAIT 2 Integrated 
.mplifier, boxed, excellent 
onclition £250. Nairn IBL 
oudspeakers, black ash, 
good condition £325. 
Garrard 301 Lockwood 
plinth/cover. SME 
3009/Goldring I 012, 
original instructions, mint 

£250. 
(Ani-(11 

DUAL CS505-2 Philips 

CD582 CD, NAD 3020 amp, 

NAD 6050C cassette deck, 

pair Monitor Audio System R 

speakers and stands £500 

ono. No split Tel: 01473 227 

38 I (Apr(I) 

STUDER A725 Compact disc 

player £750. Linn lsobarik 

D.M.S. loudspeakers, black 

£650. Pair of Quad 50E's 

£ I 90.Musical Fidelity MA 50's 

£325. Goldring G99, Decca • 

arm, cartridge £ 125. Tel: 0191 

281 0260 (Apr(I) 

AUDIO INNOVATIONS 800 

power amplifier £395. Walker 

CJ55/SME/MP I 1 £ 195. Leak 

Troughline £85. Folding Horns 

£150. Dean Alto 3's/2's 

£175/£ I 35. Sound 

Organisation stands £20. 

Wanted: Rock/Oracle Delphi, 

Innovations OR-200 spk cable. 

Tel: 0113 255 9475 (Apr(I) 

THORENS TCD2000 CD 

Player, stunning sound and 

looks, only 3 months old. Cost 

£1000, sell £600. Meridian 

201 pre-amplifier with 209 

remote, only £250. Audio 

Innovations Series 800CD line 

valve pre-amp, bargain £ 130. 

Standesign 5-tier table £90. 

Tel: 0385 542 611 (Apr(I) 

WILSON BENESCH 
Turntable (Red Cherry), 
Wilson Benesch Act Two 
Tonearm, Wilson Benesch 
Stage One Phono Amp 
(line level fully adjustable) 
All boxed with instruction 
excellent condition (new 
£4500) sell £2500. 

(Apr(I) 

AUD1OLAB 8000A £250 
Yamaha NS 1000 monitor 

'oudspeakers, superb £60, 
Audio Synthesis Passion 
preamp £250. Jecklin Float 
Electrostatic headphones 
£150. Stax SR34 
headphones £50. Quad II 
amps £250. All vgc. 

(Apr(I) 

GARRARD 401 Chassis £50, 
AR C77 cartridge £20, Target 
R I £ 190, Quad FM3, mint 

£75, 303, mint £ 125, Leak 
TL I 2+, grey £ 150, Leak 

Troughline £50. Tel: 0141 647 
5364 (Apr(I) 

NAIM HI CAPS For Sale. 
Unmarked - 450 - 400. Tel: 

01923 448 265 (VVatford) 
(Apr(I) 

GAMMA SYSTEM Space 

Reference (£4000), ERA 

preamp (£ 1000), Epoch 
speakers (£ 1500); only £2200 

ono. Audio Innovations P2 
£450, Burmeister 838 £400, 
Riverside P2 valve phono 

stage - almost as good as 

above two, only £ 150! Elite 
Rock 11 + plinth £250, Roksan 

Artemiz £250, Moth Record 

Cleaning Machine kit £90, 

Tannoy 625ALF subwoofer 

£200, Wharfedale Harewood 

£200. Wanted: Goldmund 

ST4, Technics EPC205. Tel: 

0181 672 4319 (Apr(I) 

SPECIAL 

INTERNET 

OFFER SEE 

PAGE 146 FOR 

DETAILS 

ATC 100 ACTIVE Speakers 

£4100, AVI preamp £425, AVI 

CD player £475, Teac VRDS 

7 CD player £325, Micromega 

Stage CD drive £300, Rotel 

Pro-Logic preamp and 6 

channel power amp £400. Tel: 

01977 643 629 (Apr(I) 

GARRARD 301 (white), 

Martin Bastin rebuild, solid . 

MDF plinth £300 ono. (PSU 

extra). Leak Stereo 20 (Gold), 

Haden Boardman rebuild 

£275 ono. Tel: 01274 599 

234 (Apr(I) 

,) JOHNSON 
PV I OAL preamp, recently 
serviced £550. Musical 
Fidelity XA50 monoblocks 

£350. Audio Synthesis Solid 
Silver interconnect, WBT 
plugs, 4 metres £ 100. Leak 
Mono Troughline tuners, 
one really old, wood case 
£30, other metal case, like 
new £70. 

Apr(I) 

REVOX B77 Open reel 

tapedeck with manual, 10 

reels and some accessories, 

excellent condition, had light 

home use only £600. Teac 

MCI 20 microphone, unused 

£55. Ortofon VMS 20E Mk11 

pickup (boxed) £ 10. Tel: 

01432 275 729 (Apr(I) 

SPEAH D SCM 20T 
SL. Walnut, new driver 
design, wonderful, 6 months 
old, little used by mature 
classical listener. Reason: 
have space for ESL 65S. 
New £2400, asking £ 1650. 

(Apr(I) 



SPECIAL 

INTERNET OFFER 

SEE 

PAGE 146 FOR 

ACT VE CROSSOVERS 
designed and built to your 
exact requirements. 

ACTIVE CROSSOVERS for 
RUARK a speciality. 
Testing/measuring service 
available. Passive crossovers 

& cabinet work undertaken. 
Contact IMMORTAL 
COILS on 01480 497 730 
(Apr(I) 

CD COPPER ROOF 
As essential as the isolation 
platform: cuts RF 
Interference and casing 
vibration. From £20. Also 
copper clip shields, cladding 
etc. See Specialist Hi-Fi 

Dealers advert. Kopperae 
0797 0654 356 (Apr(I) 

BUY-SELL-EXCHANGE 

Vintage wireless and classical 

audio. Repairs, spares, 

restoration, modification to all 

valve equipment Quad II, 

Leaks etc. Visit us for 

collectable audio gifts. 17 Bell 

Street, NW I 5BY. Tel: 0171 

258 3448 Fax 0171 258 3449 

(Apr) 

NAIM/LINN/MANA 
BUY/SELL ALL ITEMS 
e.g. 52, CDS, SCAP, 
SNAXO, HICAP, NAXO, 

135, 250, SBL, IBL, 180, 140, 
72, 32, MANA etc 

TEL: BOB 01382 819 732 
(Dec) 

HALCvON SYSTEMS Class 

A Mono-Bloc Amplifier 60 

watt £495 ea. Passive Pre-

Amplifier £299 ea Two Way 

Horn Loaded LoLdspeaker, 

Horn Loaded A.B R. System 

Bi-Wireable £599 pair. 

Necromancer Two Way 

Ported Loudspeaker With 

Ribbon Tweeter Bi-Wireable 

£899 pair. Tel/Fax 01903 716 

209 (Apr) 

WANTED - EARLY HI-FI 

LOUDSPEAKERS 

Tannoy, Lowther, Parmeko, 

Voigt, Vitavox, RCA WE etc 

TURNTABLES 

Garrard, BBC30 I, EMT SME, 

Ortofon, Decca, etc. 

VALVE AMPLIFIERS 

AEI, EMI, Leak, Rogers, PYE-

Quad, WE etc 

AUDIO VALVES 

DA30, KT66, KT88, 

PX4,PX25, PP3/350,WE300 

CLEAR CRYSTAL 

SYSTEMS 

John Petrie-Baker 

Tel: 0171 328 9275 

MIRAGE BI-POLAR speakers 

ex-dem bargains. M I 090 . 

(£1295) £995. M5 SI (£ 1995) 

£1395. MBS2 mini monitors 

(£599) £479. BPS 150 active 

sub (059) £559. MC2 centre 

speaker (£449) £349. All with 

full warranty Tel/Fax 01628 

440 873 (Apr(I) 

AUDIO SELECTION. Buy: 

Sell: Exchange: Audiolab: 

Marantz: Meridian: Arcam: 

DPA; Rel: Kef: Tannoy: Stax: 

IMF: TDL Teac: Quad: Sale-

Linn P I 2/3009/AT95 £399. 

Denon PMA920 180wrms 

£179. Tel: Jim 0'206 510 

392 r:Colchester) (Dec(I) 

PG SYSTEMS. Guaranteed 

top quality repairs, servicing, 

modification, upgrading or 

restoration to all valve 

equipment Valve testing and 

matching with our purpose 

built listening room and 20 

years experience we can 

demonstrate our superiority. 

We also have classic 

equipment for sale. Tel: 0 I 81 

691 8597 (Apr(I) 

EMT 950 £900. S:uder C37 

£1500. Studer B67 VU £ 1200. 

EMT 948 £550. Technics 

SPI 0 Mk11 £360. Revox G36 

£450. Revox A77 HS £600. 

Studer ABO VU £ 1500. Studer 

B62 VU £600. Tel: 01246 235 

024 (Apr(I) 

AUDIOLAB 8000 Q (new) 

£795. Audiolab 8000 M's 

(new)£1095. Quad 77 pre 

(carbon) with console £595. 

Quad 77 CD (bus) £495. 

Meridian 602 transport £695. 

Naim NAC I 25/Nap I 60 

£400. Tel: 0 403 251 587 

(Apr(I) 

LEVINSON No.27 Power 

amp £ 1995. Teac P30 

transport (new) £ 1995. 

Manley 300B SE/PP 

monoblocks (new) £ 1995. 

Helius Chameleon 

loudspeakers £250. Musical 

Fidelity F22 pre-amp £695. 

Nakamichi CD4 £ 195. Tel: 

01403 251 587 (Apr(I) 

SALE OF EX 

DEMONSTRATION Hi-Fi 

Separates. Naim Nait amplifier 

(£575) £400. Naim 92/90 

amplifier (£920) £650. Naim 

140 power-amp (050) £525. 

Naim 180 poweramp 

(£1060) £850. Naim CD2 

CD player (0000) £ 1600. 

Naim NATO3 tuner (£595) 

£475. Naim 82 preamp 

(£2160) £ 1750. Naim 102 

preamp (£ 1050) £850. Linn 

Majic amplifier (£900) £650. 

Linn Mimik CD player (£875) 

£675. Linn Karik CD player 

(£1850) £ 1350. Linn LKI00 

poweramp (£650) £450 Linn 

Wakonda preamp (050) 

£595. Linn Kaim preamp 

(£1700) £ 1200. Linn Keilidh 

speakers (£985) £700. Quad 

77 CD pre & poweramp 

(£2150) £ 1850. Quad 77 

integrated amp (000) £500. 

All with six months guarantee, 

Tel: Griffin Audo 0121 622 

2230 (Birmingham) Apr(I) 
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GET YOURSELF 
CONNECTED..... 

Virtual  Reality 
audio systems 

P.0 Box 383 Brentwood Essex CM14 4GB 

Tel ; 01277 227355 Fax ; 01277 224103 

email: Info@virtuair.demon.co.uk 






