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NAD C540 CD player
Rotel RCD991 CD player

Tannoy’s Revolution r3 loudspeakers
Acoustic Energy’s new Aegis Two floorstanders
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For the past 18
years the,
Wharfedale:
Diamond has*

been the UK's;
most popular!
loudspeaker. In:
contrast to almostt
every other speaker
manufacturer,,
Wharfedale’
designs all its own!
components and
builds almost every,
part in its own;
factories. |

These award winning

speakers incorporate the

finest acoustic engineering that'
Britain can offer. The advanced;]
technology of the decoupled'.,
cabinets; the ‘Audio Stealth’]
moulded rock front and backs;f
elliptically cut mineral loaded
sandwich cones;|

magnetically linearised pole
pieces; double wound voice coils;,
all continuing the dominance of,
Wharfedale’s technological lead!
since 1932.¢

i

Across the world, the UK’s No.1
best selling loudspeaker enjoys
the same reaction:-

Sound Quality

* * % K %k

’

Value for money"

*ok kKK

Again confirming that in every’
way she’s a perfect ten.,

y
.

..C/_CJ / =

nternational Lid. 3
ol Su&neSS Park L RAR £99.95
— ”gp%r; T =, Diamond 7.2* £129.95'
) o o : Diamond Anniversary ~ £149.95

ly ﬁ’ ,:vg,é'-r._.
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irstly, let me say that
Fl'm not one to brag.
Neither do | regard
myself as a prophet, but |
have to admit to a little
glow of self-satisfaction
when | read the Japanese
press release from Pioneer
regarding DVD-A.
Apparently the code for
the protection system had
been broken by a third
party (unnamed) and plas-
tered over a web page (no
address!). The result of
this is that US recording
companies have temporar-
ily pulled out of production
of the DVD-A software.
The record companies
have always tried to scup-
per the copyright problem
by suggesting that players
have no digital output to
heavily limit recording
possibilities. After com-
menting a couple of
months ago in this very
spot that the music busi-
ness has more control
over the hi-fi industry than
people think, it seems an
example of this has fallen
into our laps. Well, sort of,

. MARCH 2000

anyway. As this has not
deterred Pioneer from still
launching two players in
Japan whilst a new copy-
right protection system is
being worked on (the cost
of installing the new one
will apparently be met by
Pioneer).

This subject links in with
an important point raised
by Marantz’s guru Ken
Ishiwata in a recent
review. He suggested that
the only way to get
younger people into hi-fi is
to demonstrate kit with
music that they would play
on it, to show how much
better it can sound.
He has a valid
point. The
younger genera-
tion are, to a
certain extent,
design-con-
scious, but
they also
appreciate
something that
sounds good. If
they wander into a
hi-fi show or a deal-
ership and are looked

A

Q Music Quintei!
L2 -

down at or patronised by
dealers and exhibitors (or
bored stiff by people with
plastic carriers full of vinyl
records), another nail is
driven into the hi-fi coffin.
And, no matter how vigor-
ously the demonstrator
nods his head out of time
to the beat, they won’t be
enticed into hi-fi by the lat-
est audiophile jazz release
of Peter Piper and his
Avant Garde Lift

How we test the products

e Hi-Fi World has its own

advanced test laboratory and

acoustically treated listening

room.

e Hi-Fi World has a dedicated
team of experienced listeners.

We review thoroughly by

extensive auditioning, rather

than by quick-fire group
listening tests.

ii“

- BEE =&

= EEE e

e Hi-Fi World’s engineering team designs a wide range of products in-house. No
other hi-fi magazine is so expert and dedicated.

QRRE &
OUTSTANDING -
Superb sound, some-
thing we'd use our-
selves.

&&E
GOOD -
Has strong merit.
Well worth an
audition.

K&
ADEQUATE -
Mediocre in several
areas. May be worth
auditioning.

&
POOR -
Seriously flawed.
Not worth
considering.
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REVIEWS

LOUDSPEAKERS

26 . . . TANNOY R3

One of the most famous names in loud-
speakers, Tannoy have maintained a repu-
tation for quality right feom the days of
Guy Fountain. Their new R3 floorstanding
model has the appearance of a space-sav-
ing R2. Noel Keywood finds out whether
sound principals have been applied.

47 . . . NEAT CRITIQUE PRO

There is a body of opinion which main-
tains a profound scepticism on ‘profes-
sional” products in domestic audio. Neat’s
well-received little Critique speakers have
had the Pro treatment. Richard White
weighs the Pros and constructs a fair cri-
tique.

53 ... ACOUSTIC ENERGY
AEGIS TWO

The Aegis Two is the floorstanding
brother of the excellent Aegis One. Will
this £250 challenger reign supreme?
Simon Pope does the honours.

CD PLAYERS
35. .. ROTEL RCD 991

This is the new flagship player from Rotel.
The £800 991 features HDCD and an
advanced power supply. Will it turn as
many heads as the cheaper RCD951.
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..D Group Test
39...NADC 540

NAD have customarily made a strong bid
for the mid-price bracket. Having proved
what can be done withg value-for-money
ampilifiers, how do they fare with CD
players? Richard White considers whether
£330 is money well spent

DVD PLAYERS
12. .. DVD GROUP TEST

Is DVD Hi-Fi? In the minefield of the new
formats, it behoves the explorer to be
cautious about where he’s putting his feet.
To help us decide the issue, we group test
five Digital Versatiles from Denon, JVC,
Pioneer, Sony and Yamaha, to find out
how they perform primarily as CD play-
ers.

VINYL

32 ... MICHELL DELPHINI
PHONO STAGE

We have featured a number of very com-
petitively priced phono amplifiers recent-
ly, so it is only fair to take a look at the
high-end. David Price gives the Michell a
chance for a place in the sun.

35 ... Rotel RCD 991

Hi-F! WORLD
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P39 ... NAD C540

P53

13. .. THE SOUND OF DVD
33...DYNAVECTOR dv17d2 -

Mk-1l Noel Keywood considers the options with
Not content with doing things by halves, DVD technology: where it comes from,
David Price gets thoroughly into the what it is, and, most importantly, where
groove with Dynavector’s £449 moving it's going. Navigate the storm-tossed
coil cartridge. To see if ke gets any snap acronyms and steer safely for the multi-
and crackle with his pop, turn to page 33.  channel ports. 59...
— SUBSCRIPTIONS

49. . .TRICHORD CLOCK 70...
DIAL-A-DEALER

David Price gives some timely first aid to

his Ye Olde 78 rpm CD player, with the /4.
help of improved clock circuitry from MEET YOUR MAKER
Trichord. Was it all worth it? Let your ears
decide. 75...
50 . . .COMPUTER AUDIO HI-FI WORLD
P33 ... Dynavector WORLD BUYING GUIDE
We keep ouselves up-to-date with some 115.
of the lastest in this ever-expanding field. —
FEA TUBES This month we look at a budget sound- MEASURED
card from Yamaha, and Sony’s CRX120E- PERFORMANCE
RP. More than just a CD writer, but how
HDCD much more? 123...

37. .. KENWOOD HDCD MIDI- cffgg,‘;’,’:,,s
SYSTEM

130...
High Definition Compact Disc has been ADVERTISERS’

largely overshadowed by the format giants
of the past few years. Although not in
itself a format, of course, the well thought

INDEX

out encoding system af HDCD permits
pleasurable listening aver and above CD
standards. Simon Pope takes a look at
Kenwood's exceedingly affordable midi.
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Great year

Joristolshow.co.uk

Th tol Show is brought to you by the
] leading specialist dealers

audio T

Great Valie Sound & Vision

www.audio-t.co.uk
duct di
w# Compare Sony's SACD with DVD Audio » Watch BVD on Plasma televisions

~ ¥ = Enjoy home cinema through BLP projectors  Listen to digital radio WHERE THE MUS
and flat loudspeakers o See the new Quad Il Forty amp — based on the
1953 classic » See the AE Aegis Compact  See the UK launch of Arcam’s
up-market FMJ — in its sleek new, all-metal casework ® the Cyrus
CLS70 speakers and AV5 home cinema amplifier e the Elac NXT sur-

MATTERS

www.audio-excellence.co.uk

GETTING TO THE SHOW

round sound system e the Mission 782 speakers © the Myryad M series Temple Meads Station is a short
and lifestyle Cameo system  the Naim NAP500 100W power amp o the distance from the Marriott and is
Neat Elite speaker o the new o’heocha speakers o the PMC AML1 accessible by bus, foot or taxi.
| speaker and much, much more from over 140 brands By car, from the M4 (Wales to
‘wour opportunity to see everyone who is anyone in the world of hi-fi and London) take J19 (M32
home cinema under one roof Bristol) at J3 the M32 . .
What Hi-fi? there in person to answer all your questions becomes a .
. | 1
%reat deals and special offers available only at the Show ERNEN VRN / T
| Carnageway. /4 SOUTH WALES
Enter the Show competition to win great prizes, including a QED MusiQ Follow signs for /15 / g

system Cit S &
. ; " 7> O s S
Learn all about custom installation Centre. - ol

FT=at

mnﬂ/bﬂ%g /

HOTEL

BRANDS ON SHOW: AKG, ATC, Acoustic Energy, Alchemist, Aldenkamp,

Allsop, Apollo, Arcam, AR Phantem, Atacama Audio, Audio Analogue, Audio S A
Note, Audio Physic, AudioQuest, Audiophile UK, B&W, BCD, Beard, Bedini, ' i)
Beyer, Bose, Boston, Bryston, Cable Talk, Case Logic, Castle Acoustics, ) H 5
Cherished Record Co, Chord Co, Chord Electronics, Cyberwave, Cyrus, Dali, 3”510/3

Denon, Densen, Diapason, Dual, Dynaudio, Dynavector, Elac, Electro- o S i
companiet, Energy, Exposure, Final Acoustics, FMJ, Fone, Genelec, Goldring, EXETER &

Graaf, HNE Systems, Henley Designs, Heybrook, Hi-Fi News, Hi-Fi Plus, Hi-Fi S W W,
World, Incognito, Indigo, Isos, Jamo, KEF, Kontak, Kudos, Lexicon, Mana, /
Marantz, Meracus, Meridian, Michell, Mirage, Mission, Monitor Audio, g
Monrio, Morgan Audio Systems, Moth, MusiQ, Myryad, NAD, Naim, e y
Nakamichi, Neat Acoustics, NHT, Nordost, Nova Sonique, NXT, 0’heocha v i W i ]

Design, Onkyo, Opera, Optimum Intl 2000, Ortofon, PMC, Parasound, Path, PORTISHEAD N
Pathos, Pioneer, Polk, Primare, Pro-ject, ProAc, Prowire, QED, Quad, Bag) o 6
Quadral, Reference Music Systems, REL, Ruark, Samuel Johnson Audio, e
Sennheiser, Shahinian, Solid, Sonic Link, Sonus Systems, Sony, Sound ADMISSION

Organisation, Soundstyle, Stands Unique, Stewart Filmscreen, Storex,

Systemline, T3, TAG McLaren, Tannoy, Target, Teac, Technics, The Direct Adults £6.00
Disc, Unison Research, van den Hul, Vienna Acoustics, Vivanco, Vivante, Students/OAP/UB40 £3.00

VPI record cleaning, Well Tempered, What DVD?, What Hi-Fi?, Wil ) )
Benesch, XTC, Yamamura Churchill, Yamaha ) * Accompanied children under 16 free

make it a @dat
18-20 February 20C0, 10-5 e W WHAT HI-FI1?

Marriott Hotel, Lower Castle Street, Bristol

in association with




Pioneer Leap Tue Way In Recoroasie Dup

Since the launch of DVD players back in 1996, the world has been awaiting the arrival
of the first recordable version, Now that DVD players are virtually a household require-
ment (with sales speculated at Smillion units worldwide) Japan has seen the launch of
the world’s first recordable unit from Pioneer, and to match it, the first DVD-RW disc is
also available. The DVR-1000 recorder, the first of a generation sure to replace VHS,
will record two hours in standard mode (highest quality) and up to six full hours in
manual mode (varying picture quality) on one disc. Like DVD-V there is 24/96 sound
quality, DTS output and a Dolby Digital Consumer Encoder for audio compression.

The DVS-RWA47 disc is single-sided with a 4.7Gbyte storage capacity (the same as a
standard DVD-V disc) that can store up to six hours of information and apparently be
recorded on approx. 1000 times. The UK press presentation of the DVR-1000 takes
place later this month, so watch this space for news of its UK launch.

And on the subject of DVD, more news arrives from Pioneer of the launch of DVD-
A/DVD-V compatible players. A press release from Tokyo states that the code in the
proposed copyright protection (a consistently grey area) system, in which Matsushita
have been heavily involved, has been “broken by a third party” and displayed for all on
a wb site. This got bigwigs in the US recording industry all a-twitter and they have post-
poned all production of software titles. However, this has not actually delayed the
launch of the two Pioneer DVD-A/V players in Japan. Although a new copyright protec-
tion system will take at least six months to achieve, Pioneer felt that due to “customer
anticipation” withholding the launch “is not beneficial to the DVD-Audio industry”.

One Tring Arrer
ANOTHER

Having set the world ablaze with their FM
stereo decoder last year, One Thing have
been busy improving the device.
Apparantly, to make doubly sure to the
billionth degree that the decoder will suit
any tuner, the manufacturers have decid-
ed to offer an improved model with
amplification.

How this works is that if the multiplex
output of your tuner is a little on the low
side, an integral amplifier beefs up the
signal so that full stereo separation is
achieved without strain.

Tue Gresta Or A Whue

The latest budget model in the Cresta Range has been launched
by KEF. The Cresta 1 - a two-way, rear-ported bass reflex design
- is the smaller brother of the award-winning Cresta 1 and fea-
tures a 4in long-throw bass/mid driver and a 1in silk dome
tweeter housed in the 295x170x188mm cabinet. The Cresta 1 is
competitively priced at £99.99 and is available now.

HI-FI WORLD

One Thing, Classique House
61 Aylestone Drive,
Aylestone

Leicester, LE2 8Q

Tel: 0116 2833821

__lrade winds

MonsTer
REFERENCE

This audiophile beast is the flagship
turntable and linear tracking arm from
Clearaudio. The Master Reterence
turntable is the destination of the
upgrade path that can be achieved all
the way from the humble Solution. The
Master reference features three synchro-
nized motor units and if you have an
unhealthy obsession with tonearms, up
to three are catered for!

The Master TQQ-1 is the top of the
range linear tracking arm constructed
from acrylic, brass and lead antimony
alloy and is intended for use with the
Master Reference turntable. Not surpris-
ingly this vinyl-lovers delight doesn’t
come cheap. The turntable in either
stainless steel or brass finish is £8510
and the Master TQ-1 arm is £3620.
However, a ten year guarantee is sup-
plied!

Audio Reference,

Unit 8&9 Enterprise Park,
Slyfield Industrial Estate,
Guildford,

Surrey GU1 1RB

Tel: 01483 575344

KEF Audio UK Ltd.,
Eccleston Rd.,
Tovil,

Maidstone,

Kent ME15 6QP
Tel: 01622 672261
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ARCAM (M

Tel: +44 (0) 1223 203203, Canada-(905) 880 7170, USA - (317) 849 7103

www.arcam.co.uk/fmj
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VUPI Turntables & Record Cleaning Machines
th

HW 13 Jnr Turntahle
HW 16.3 Cleaning machine
HW 17F Cleaning machine

Cherished Record Company
PO BOX 21 LISKEARD PLI4 SYP TEL 01579 363603 FAX 01579 363604

SONIESLINK |

-~
7
.

7’
. g

The Derwent Business Centre, C arke Street, Derby DE1 2BU
Tel: + 44 (0) 1332 361 390

Fax: + 44 (0) 1332 200 698

E-mail: soniclink@audiocables.cc.uk

VISIT our New Website: www audiocables.co uk

HIFt WORLD



__trade winds

The high-end Kingdom range from Tannoy has a new arrival. The Kingdom 12 is the ‘baby’
of the range and features three drive units. Most of the music is delivered via the 10in Dual
Concentric and is joined by a 12in low frequency unit and a SuperTweeter. As you would
expect from such lofty 'speakers, the cabinet is apparently thick paneled to reduce col-
oration, and there is extensive bracing used. According to Tannoy’s MD, Alex Munro, the
Kingdom 12 is aimed at the serious hi-fi enthusiast, with a “more affordable” price to attract
“a wider group of people”. The more affordable price is £6000 for the pair.

More news reach-
es us from Tannoy of their
new Mercury mX range.
The successiul Mercury
range is to be replaced by
three new mX models,
the 1, 2 and 3. The obvi-
ous aim of the new range

The Kingdom 12

is to improve on the per-

formance of the existing

Mercury range by review-
ing each component and its interaction within the design. Emphasis
has been put upon the cabinet design and includes tongue and
groove jeints and a “glued and screwed” front baffle. Finished in
light maple or (very! dark oak, an alternative to traditional black
ash, with silver grey grilies, the mX1, 2 and 3s are priced at
£119.90, £149.99 and £229.90 respectively.

Tannoy Ltd.,

Rosehall Industrial Estate,
Coatbridge,

Strathclyde ML5 4TF

Tel: 01236 420199

Not a company associated! with shyness,
Musical Fidelity claim their new A3 pre
and power amplifiers were “conceived to
be the best in the world regardless of
price”. Some claim indeed! The new pre
and power, as always with Musical

Fidelity, were designed on their perfor-

mance potential. They are considered by
the company a bid to bring true high-end
performance to a wider public.

Soth the pre and power were designed
to be SACD compatible and therefore
should handle the bandwidth that stretch-

es up o 100kHz. Both are also choke reg-
ulated and particular emphasis has been
paid to lack of distortion: Musical Fidelity
claim that the power amplifier has lower
distortions at 100kHz than most amplifiers
have at 8kHz!

The development of the amplifiers ran
parallel with the NuVista 300 power amp,

Hi-FI WORLD

so the result is apparently a product

which has true high-end audiophile merit
matched with a price that is afiordable for
many, as both amplifiers are priced at
£999, keeping them below the all-impor-
tant £1000 watershed!
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Musical Fidelity Ltd.,

15/16 Olympic Trading Estate,
Fulton Road,

Wembley,

Middlesex HA9 OTF

Tel: 0181 900 2866
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for your ultimate listening
pleasure it has to be

Beauhorn.

they sound so real, its positively sexy

Thomas Transducers

Songlines, Fourteen Acre Lane, Three Oaks,
Hastings, TN35 4NB, United Kingdom

Tel: 01424 813888 Fax: 01424 812755
eMail: ThomTrans @beauhorn.u-net.com
website: www.beauhorn.u-net.com
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We are demonstrating
a selection of our high
end equipment at a
special one-day show in
February...

We

are

ShOer\a of¢f..

Some of the very best at the high
end will be brought together at a
one-day show near Bath** on

19 FEBRUARY. Visit us and the
BRISTOL SHOW in the one day.

CD: ACCUPHASE, the growing
dCS stable — the new Delius
DAC, the famous Elgar and their
ground-breaking upsampler the
Purcell — and another digital
heavy-weight WADIA, with their
latest, upgradeable, machines
accepting 24/96kHz inputs.

Amplifiers: SPECTRAL - reviewed
consistently as one of the very best,
GAMUT - bred from professional
studio use, and the gorgeous,
stunning NAGRA valve amps.

Speakers: VERITY AuDIO — natural,
fatigue-free sound from compact
floor-standers, Aubio PHYSIC —
legendary imaging, neutral balance
and BKS - high end from a ribbon
hybrid which integrates properly.

Diary Note: Saturday 19 February.
We apologise that entrance is by
invitation only because space is
limited. **Please ring us for details.

The
Right
Note

Customers say we make some of
the best sounds they have ever
heard, so you know we can do the  Mlusic in the home
same in your home.

Our advice will take account of

your best components and guide

you where change is needed, in

stages you can afford.

e
You AVOID EXPENSIVE MISTAKES,

enjoy music along the way and save
money in the long run. BATH
01225 874728

JUST LISTEN AND YOU'LL KNOW

CD: ACCUPHASE, ADVANTAGE, AUDIO SYNTHESIS, BALANCED AUDIO TECHNOLOGY,
dCS ELGAR, DELIUS AND PURCELL, MERACUS, PASs, SUGDEN, WADIA. VINYL: Basis,
CROWN JewEL, DNM, GRAHAM, LEHMANN, MICHELL, STRATOSPHERE, SUMIKO BLUE
POINT SPECIAL, TRANSFIGURATION. AMPLIFIERS: ACCUPHASE, ADVANTAGE, BALANCED
AUDIO TECHNOLOGY, CAT, DNM, GAMUT, LUMLEY, NAGRA, PASS, SONNETEER,
SPECTRAL, SUGDEN. LOUDSPEAKERS: AUDIO PHYSIC, BKS, CHARIO, ETHOS,
HARBETH, LUMLEY, MAGNEPLANAR, NEAT, TOTEM. TUNERS: ACCUPHASE, MAGNUM
DyNaLas. CABLES: ARGENTO, CHORD CO., DNIM, NORDOST, TICE, YAMAMURA
CHURCHILL ETC. SUPPORTS: DH CONES, STANDS UNIQUE, VIBRAPLANE ETC.

e
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Las Urcns!

Cerwin Vega have a new range of available through UK distributors, Lamha plc. The LS
series has three floorstanding models, three standmount/bookshelt models and two cen-
tre channel ‘speakers. The top of the range LS-15 uses a whopping 15in bass driver, the
LS-12 a 12in and so on down to the home cinema LS-5 model. The floorstanders have

new low-mass woofer cones and all models use a 30mm balanced dome tweeter, with

the three-ways using a 5in midrange unit. Prices range from £699.95 for a a pair of LS-

15s to £129.95 for the LS-5C centre ‘speaker.

Lamba Plc,
Albion Mills
Albion Rd

St Albans,

J1

Bear Than

It would appear that Densen’s Beat B-100 integrated amplifer has maybe found a
wider audience. Andy Gill - the rock reviewer of the Independent chose the B-100 as
one of his favourite things of the last one thousand years. He described it as creating

a sound that is a “completely transparent transfer of the sound from source to ‘speak-

ers”. We wonder whether this satisfied customer needs a job!

Densen Audio Technologies,

Randersverj 28
DK-6700 Esbjerg - Denmark
Tel: 0045 75 1812 14

NEXT MONTH’S ISSUE

_trade winds

New Boston Duo

Boston Acoustics have two new pairs of
floorstanding ‘speakers available in the
UK. The VR975 and 965 both feature
Deep Channel design active bass units
incorporating their own BassTrac circuit-
ry. The 975 uses a 125W amplifier which
powers a 10in DCD bass driver with a

1 2in tuned radiator with four midrange
drivers. The 965 uses an 80W amplifier
with matched with an 8in bass driver and
a single midrange unit. Both ‘speakers
employ a Boston Lynnfield VR Tin tweet
er. Prices are £849.99 for the VR965 and

£1249.99 for the VR975.

Portiolio Marketing,
PO Box 88,

Hedge End,

Hants SO23 2XN
Tel: 01489 795519

A selection of some of the goodies we hope to bring you next month:

Roksan Kandy
CD player

Budget amplifier
group test

This is the CD department of the new We take a selection of amplifiers with

Puccini Special Edition

Can you improve on an outstanding

midrange-priced Kandy series from phono inputs all priced below £200. Of success, or does the well-known phrase

Roksan. Based on the style of their the many models available, there are a about painting the lily apply? We give a

succesful Caspian range, will the Kandy dwindling number with the once so- critical ear to the latest Audio Analogue

deliver as sweet a sound as its name important phono stage. We survey this amplifier offering,.

implies? hotly contended field.
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group test

Noel Keywood & Richard White look at what a DVD video player offers
the audiophile. They group test five of the latest players.

ith record sales reported over

Christmas, it looks like Britain

is at last taking to DVD. It’s
meant to be a replacement for the VHS
video tape and - if you ignore the fact that
it cannot record (cough!) - it's way better
in every arca. From a disc that’s physically
identical to a CD you get superb picture
quality, good durability, a massive range
of special abilities and, at worst, CD
sound quality.

At worst? Yes. Sound wise, DVD has
some big surprises in store. The DVD
video standard accommodates no fewer
than four different movie sound track
audio formats, all of high quality. Three of
them arguably offer a better audio experi-
ence than ordinary stereo; two have a
higher technical specification than CD.
And all DVD video plavers will play
audio CDs as well.

Just how good will your audio CDs
sound on a DVD video player? That was
our main concern in this group report. Is
audio CD replay just a secondary issue in
a video player? We tested the conven-

PLAY
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tional audio pertormance of all five and
listened to them to see how they compare
with hi-fi players.

The consorticm of manufacturers that
developed DVD chose ( D audio as a
minimum quaity standard. DVD video
players are fitted with high performance
(24-bit/96kHz) digital-to-analogue conver-
tors that should deliver top notch results
from audio CDs - and play higher specifi-
cation 24/96 CDs as weli. However, few
music-only discs meeting this higher spec
ification exist, most coming from small,
specialist U.S. labels. Needless to say,
they are expensive, at around £25.
Playing sound track “super discs” is only
going to appeal to a few well heeled
audiophiles, and the curious. All the
same, we checked all five players to
ensure they could handle such discs.

Hooking a DVD player up to the
stereo is necessary if it is to be used as an
audio CD player. It's a simple wav to
enjoy good sound quality from DVD
movies too For those who don’t mind
getting into a little more cost and com
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plexity, surround sound is available in
addition to stereo, as standard nowadays.
Four of our five players had Dolby sur-
round sound; only the Denon lacked it.

Most people find the idea of a full
blown surround sound system, comprising
six loudspeakers plus a giant AV amp., all
a bit too much. Home Cinema, as it is
called, hasn’t taken off in Britain like it
has in America. It is possible to compro-
mise though, using your stereo to handle
the front channels, plus an additional
smatl amplifier and loudspeakers to han-
dle the rear. Because most of today’s DVD
players have Dolby surround sound
decoders built in, a dedicated AV amp
with decoder is unnecessary.

DVD movie players offer a lot of tech-
nology for the price. It's a good time to
buy, because rental stores like Blockbuster
now have a good range of titles on DVD,
and the machines themselves are well
developed. For the audio buff, DVD has a
lot to offer. This is a video medium where
sound quality has not been an after-
thought.

HI-FI WORLD
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UNDERSTANDING DVD VIDEO

Noel Keywood guides you through the minefield of
technology that is DVD

VD video is called DVD-V and
D DVD audio DVD-A. The two

should not be confused. In this
issue we are looking at the audio capabili-
ties of DVD video players (i.e. DVD-V) .

It is part of the specification that DVD
video players can play ordinary CDs,
which undermines CD. After all, why
should people buy a CD player when a
DVD player will do the same job and
play movies too? The future does not look
good for CD. And you might have noticed
that DVD players are now the same price
as CD players, Wharfedale recently
announcing a player built at their factory
in China priced at £179.99. For what you
get, it's an amazing price. The man that
brought the world the Cambridge CD-1
CD player, Stan Curtis, now runs
Wharfedale and was excited about their
new DVD player when | spoke to him.
The point being that the market is chang-
ing rapidly - even great British hi-fi com-
panies realise it.

Playing audio CDs, an inexpensive
DVD player may not give quite the same
clarity as a hi-fi CD player, but our tests
show they lack nothing in measured per-
formance.

Movies have sound tracks of course.
Part of the DVD specification is that they
can handle four different audio formats for
sound tracks, two of which actually offer
a higher audio spec. than CD.

DIGITAL THEATRE SOUND

Digital Theatre Sound, or dts, has a speci-
fication higher than audio CD, offering
24bit/96kHz quality, in surround sound
too, albeit with some compression to
reduce data rate. Discs with dts sound are
available from Vivante - see www.dtsdigi-
talsound.com for a list of titles.

You need to route the digital audio
output of a DVD player to an external
video amplifier or decoder to extract dts
since most DVD players, including all
those we tested except the Pioneer, lack
an internal decoder.

HI-Fl WORLD

LINEAR PCM (24/96)

Linear PCM (Pulse Code Modulation) is
the data coding scheme used by audio
CD. DVD offers an upgraded specification
of the same scheme with 24-bit quantisa-
tion at 96kHz sampling rate. Audio CD
uses 16 bits to describe the amplitude of a
signal, at 44.1kHz sampling rate. It's an
old specification, born out of late-1970s
technology.

DVD movie audio with 24-bit quanti-
sation has a theoretical dynamic range of
144dB, compared to 96dB for audio CD.
This reduces digital distortions significant-
ly, giving a smoother sound. The higher
sampling rate of 96kHz extends analogue
bandwidth out to 48kHz, adding a greater
sense of air and space around the sound.
Digital "brick wall” filters at 22kHz have
a flattening, confining effect upon CD
sound that DVD can remove.

Quite a few manufacturers are
installing 24bit/96kHz audio convertors
into their BVD players but at present it
isn’t easy to enjoy their benefits, because
discs with audio recorded to this high
specification are rare.

ETH HIGH DEFINITION SURROUND™

DOLBY DIGITAL SURROUND SOUND

An increasing number of DVD players
have on-board Dolby surround-sound
decoders. This is a movie audio format
that gives left and right front channels, left
and right rear channels, a centre front
channel for speech and a subwoofer
channel for low frequency sound effects

MARCH 2000

such as explosions. That's six physical
channels, which puts a lot of loudspeak-
ers into the room and needs a mountain
of amplification.

Dolby movie sound encodes to the CD
standard of 16-bit at 44.1 Hz, but it uses
data ‘compression’ to reduce data rate,
compromising sound quality. Digital
Theatre Sound offers higher quality, but
Dolby is far and away the most popular
surround system. Some music-only discs
are being issued in Dolby surround sound
in order to convey the ambience of a live
recording.

MPEG AUDIO

The least common audio format, MPEG
audio is a 5.1 or even 7.1 channel sur-
round-sound system championed by
European giant Philips. Most movies come
from America, where they prefer Dolby,
s0 MPEG surround audio is a rarity.

THE FUTURE OF DVD

Just around the corner are two dynamite
audio formats: DVD Audio (DVD-A) and
Super Audio CD (SACD). DVD Audio uses
the whole DVD disc to store super high
quality audio. It uses a 24bit level descrip-
tion at 192kHz sampling rate for stereo,
but 24 bit at 96kHz for 5.1 channel
sound. Both these audio formats can be
encoded with lossless compression, an
issue for the music business who want a
format where data is not removed.

Today’s DVD video players, including
those tested here, will not replay DVD
Audio when it arrives. They will, however,
play the low resolution layer of hybrid
SACD:s to give CD standard sound quality
(16bit at 44.1kHz) from an SACD,
although future DVD players will likely
play the HD layer to give full SACD quali-
ty. Philips and Sony, developers of rival
SACD, are part of the DVD group, by the
way.

On the video side DVD offers superior
picture quality to VHS, jitter free still
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frame and fast motion, compact size. light
weight and good durability, plus cinema
surround sound if you want a surround
sound setup in your home. Pity it cannot
record tv yet, it’s great weakness on the
video side, but DVD-RW will sort that out
when it arrives in a year or two. Pioneer

have just announced the first DVD-RW,
but it is expensive and for Japan only at
present. Standards have yet to be agreed.
On the audio side today’s DVD play-
ers offer respectable CD sound quality.
Technically, there are no weaknesses in
their performance, although sonically

We used this disc to see how good the
DVD videos could sound playing a
24bit/96kHz disc. There was a more air
and space around the delicate brush of
snare against cymbal, instruments had a
richer texture and a greater range of tex-
tural shading through a performance.
Whilst transients were no faster, decays
were smooth and silky, down 1o an easy

OPTICAL COAXIAL
PCM/DIS/MPEG/
DOLBY DMITAL(AC-2)

UNDERSTANDING YOUR DVD

PLAYER

DVD VIDED

SCART / RGB

A multiway connector that delivers base-
band video and audio to your tv in one
cable. Can provide RGB video to tvs able
1o accept it, for better quality. A conve-
nient and cheap method of connection.

S-VIDEO

From the S-VHS system, separate chromi-
nance and luminance channels for better
quality. Connects to S-Video input of a tv.

VIDEO

Basic television video (baseband) signal.
Connects to tvs and video monitors with
video input. No audio, so AUDIO outputs
are used in conjunction.

<= EURO AV 2

COMPONENT VIDEO

A broadcast standard that is the basic sys-
tem used by DVD. Offers least internal
video processing. Connects to video pro-
jectors and such like.

AUDIO - 2ch.

Normal stereo output for a conventional

stereo amplifier. Delivers 16-bit/44.1kHz
quality or 24-bit/96kHz quality from suit-
bably encoded discs.

AUDIO - 6 ch.

Surround sound output comprising front
left, right and centre channels, as well as
rear left and right channels, plus a sub-
woofer channel. Commonly Dolby sur-
round sound, or artificial surround sound
synthesised from stereo.
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they do not match dedicated audio play-
ers. They have the potential to offer high-
er quality, but suitable discs are rare at
present. They can also provide surround
sound, if that’s what you prefer. It’s a lot
of audio for the money, making DVD a
strong bet for the future.

silence. With CD a subliminal shakiness
and edginess accompanies music that
uprated 24bit/96kHz digital recording
gently eases away.

The down side is that only a few spe-
cialist labels are releasing music on DVD
video discs and the discs are inevitably
costly at £24.95.

Contact Vivante for DVD video discs
carrying 24/96 linear PCM, Dolby sur-
round sound and dts home theatre if you
would like to hear what’s possible.

Vivante
Tel: 0181 977 6600

bl FRONT REAR CENTER

@l" rbt‘v
'g« O O

S —

WOOFER

DIGITAL AUDIO OUT

For connection to a surround-sound
amplifier with on-board decoder, or a
separate decoder. Because the digital
standard supports 48kHz sampling rate
maximum this output does not convey
96kHz sampling rate audio and will not
provide digital DVD Audio when it
arrives.
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group lest 1

ony’s offering for our group is
something of a staggerer in that it
is Not Black. Nor yet is it brushed

aluminium - not even champagne gold.
Sony’s DVP-§726D is white. | draw atten-
tion to this at length in case anyone
thinks we’ve printed the negative by mis-
take.

In common with most DVD machines
to be encountered, the Sony is able to
play DVD Video, Compact Disc Video
and plain ordinary CD.

On the back panel, the audio out
sockets are reserved an area to them-
selves, away from the 5.1 multi-channel
arrangements. This makes setting up for
audio use practically foolproof. As is
usual, there are optical and co-axial sock-
ets for sundry bolt-ons, the most relevant
of which might be an external DAC.

On the off-white front panel, there is a
rather piercing blue light which gleams all
the while the drawer is empty but goes
out if the disc inserted is not multi-chan-
nel - stereo doesn’t count, it would seem.
The drawer itself is solidly trimmed with
alloy, with the DVD trademark in relief.
In addition to the now-familiar jog dial for

selecting the start to the nearest second
(and 1 dare say rather more exciting appli-
cations for video), there is a handy ’jog
knob’ does duty for those irksome last and
next buttons. It sounds trivial, but it’s a lot
easier twisting your preferred track than
all of that press-press-press lark.

Unlike others in our group, Sony have
chosen a ‘plain English’ display, without
any of the intriguing graphics (spinning
discs, ‘speaker arrangements) favoured in
other quarters.

On first spinning a CD disc, | was
pleasantly surprised by the Sony’s clarity
when compared with the rest of the
group. My well-worn Chandos recording
of Haydn’s Prussian quartets can occa-
sionally suffer from dullness if there is any
of that sort of thing sloshing around the
reproducing chain. Instead of the ‘here it
is - take it or leave it’ which | had been
steeling myself for, the DVP-5726D gave
the old master a generous slice of attack
which was welcome, if unexpected.
Although | can’t promise that you'd
always want this sort of forwardness, it is
one answer to the rather lack-lustre effects
which seem to be inherent in penny-plain
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CD players. Let’s face it, that's what DVD
is at the moment, as far as the listener is
concerned. It matters very little whether
pictures and o-so-informative channels
can be added to one’s listening pleasure;
when your preferred set-up comprises
only two - count ‘em, two - loudspeakers,
you are within your rights to want the
most from these! Sony’s overall bright bal-
ance seemed to be penetrating this mine-
field of compromise quite well.

A chirpy balance can be appealing to
begin with but it can, of course, become
tiring after a while. To check this out, |
tried out one of my spikier discs, Rameau
ballet suites on Conifer. Since the artists
concerned have gone rather overboard for
bite in this recording, it’s not entirely sur-
prising that the output from the Sony had
me wincing once or twice, although in
fairness far less than | was mentally pre-
pared for. Even though the aggressive
string playing could not be counted as
something 1'd want hour after hour, | nev-
ertheless felt that | was getting a better
feel of the musical content than with the
warmer balance favoured by others in the

group.

I ©

/

Sony have shoehorned the
technological kitchen sink into
this player. It has Dolby sur-
round sound and MPEG sur-
round sound decoders on
Kboard, only lacking a dts

TECH BOX

decoder. The two channel
audio outputs give CD quality
sound and full performance
from a 24bit/96kHz disc, with
audio reaching 48kHz our
tests showed. There is a digi-
tal audio output too.

On the video side, there
are video baseband, two

SCARTs (Euro AV1 & 2), one
S-VIDEO and Component
Video outputs - a full house.
Technically, the Sony was the
best of the group. Its only
weakness was absence of a
24/96 indicator, to confirm
the presence of high quality
digital.
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group test 4

n viewing the Yamaha DVD-
o $795, the watchwords are plain
and simple. Not only is the unit

slim and unassuming, but the buttons
have been kept to a minimum too. Not
that this is necessarily a bad thing. For a
start, there is very little thought required
to operate it: all the controls carry familiar
symbols, so there’s little to get wrong,

Connections on the back allow for all
the standard hook-ups. Ordinary audio is
in this case identified as MIXED 2CH
which is a near as makes no difference.
Digital outputs for off-board DACs are
provided; as usual, with all the potential
sampling boosts. Mains is supplied via a
figure-of-eight (remember cassette?) plug,
rather than the captive leads apparently
more favoured for DVD.

As remarked above, the Yamaha more
nearly resembles a CD player than any
other in this group, play, pause, stop, skip
and search covering all playing functions.
Again, a headphone socket is provided
with a volume control.

In the event of a disc being played,
one of those circling segments is dis-
played with the disc type below. In addi-
tion, a graphic showing what is being out-
putted (stereo, video, multi, subs) lights on

HYAMAKA ...

the right hand side. This prevents some
confusion: | tried listening to the sound
track of a DVD movie and was, to say the
least, less than inspired by what | assumed
to be theatre playback’. A quick look at
the graphic showed that after the all-
singing, all-dancing multi-channel copy-
right announcement, the film itself settled
down to just stereo with pictures!.

Having wired the unit for just listening
to CDs, | turned my attention to Diana
Krall’s easy-listening/jazz quartet, primari-
ly in order to test for clarity. The perfectly
horrid philosophy expounded in Peel Me
A Grape gave good evidence of the dou-
ble bass player’s sense of irony, as his glo-
rified tea-chest plumbed to depths of the
inanities of the lyric. The Yamaha certain-
ly gave some speed to the bass-line here
which more than compensated for the
slightly ‘electric’ sound of the piano. This
is admittedly a peculiarity of this record-
ing - it sounds a little as if the piano was
EQd to blend with the electric guitar.
Some players | have tried, admittedly
rather more expensive than this versatile
beast, have nonetheless managed to rein-
state the true felt-hammer sound despite
the engineer’s best endeavour, a little bit
of reclamation work which was beyond

the modestly specified Yamaha.

The vocals - the mainstay of this disc -
were clear enough but without the ulti-
mate clarity which is necessary to Miss
Krall’s approach. With this song in partic-
ular, which is essentially a sort of list of
homages to be done before one can hope
to escort the (presumably) sexy chanteuse,
some of the full piquancy is lost and it is
possible to wonder whether all the sacri-
fices would be worthwhile!

Another of my most telling test discs,
The Musical Heritage of Western Sweden
(yes, ! know - I'm supposed to have a life
as well?) suffered from this lack of edge in
a similar way. ! was beginning to wish
that the machine was a smidge less versa-
tile and a little more audio-specific.

Generally more pleasing results were
obtained with the Russian National
Orchestra’s Glazonuv symphony album.
These recordings have a pleasing weight
and depth and, especially in the 4th
Symphony, the Yamaha contrived to make
the most of the dynamics offered on this
Chandos disc. The Russians apparently go
for a very massy string sound, perhaps a
little too heavy in the tenor range, and the
way that the woodwind chattered in and
out of this was distinctly appealing.

( TECH BOX

Yamaha fit this player with a
24bit/96kHz convertor and a
front panel indicator that
lights when such a disc is
used. Tests showed the audio
Qutputs gave full bandwidth

to 48kHz with such discs.
Additionally, a Dolby surround
sound decoder has been
included, so surround sound is
available. There is a digital
audio output too.

Euro AV1 & 2 SCART
sockets are fitted, two video

baseband outputs and one \
-VIDEO output. Component
video is not available.
Technically, the Yamaha
worked well, offering a full
range of facilities on the audio
and video side.
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VC have something of a name for
J mid-to-budget value and the XV-

D701BK extends this reputation
into the field of DVD. Like all the other
machines in this test, the JVC cannot play
DVD-Audio, but final specs have not
been finalised in any case: little point hav-
ing DVD-Audio when there isn’t anything
to play!

Provision is made for use of head-
phones, presumably to avoid disturbing
members of the family who aren’t listen-
ing to the film, although none of the out-
fits we've tested have included blindfolds
for those who don’t want to watch either.

The XV-D701BK will handle 5.1 chan-
nel surround $ound: discs ‘cut’ for this sys-
tem will light an indicator on the front
panel. Speaking of displays, the JVC has
an interesting pictorial display which
shows what looks like an old-fashioned
reel-to-reel tape when a disc is in the
machine, along with a block diagram
showing how many of the six (or is that
5.1?) possible loudspeakers are being
catered for.

A confusing note in the instructions
says the Linear PCM indicator lights only
when a disc contains linear PCM data,
then says it also lights up when an audio
disc is inserted, as if the two are different.

Turning to the back panel, the usual

six audio outputs jostle for space with the
video DIN and AV SCART connexions.
The power lead is captive.

Kicking off in a mellow mood with
Benny Waters live In Stockholm, | was
struck by the musical lilt of the JVC's per-
formance. Let me clarify that: despite the
fact that | knew for certain that | wasn't
getting anything like the full story, | was
nonetheless beguiled by the well-integrat-
ed sound the JVC managed to produce. A
good many deft and very live touches
which litter this recording were conspicu-
ous only by their absence: the buzz of the
breath over the saxophone’s reed, the
clinking of glasses and the low murmur of
appreciative voices; all these had taken a
very back seat, but the output still man-
aged to sound musical.

Diana Krall’s somewhat aggressive sex-
uvality doesn’t usually take kindly to
rolled-off reproduction. I've found with
this disc that the best way of achieving
smooth results is to get as much detail as
possible through. Sounds paradoxical but
it’s true. Playing the vocal and guitar duet
version of That Old Feeling showed that
the XV-D701BK was prepared to make a
sporting stab at things but that it had far
too much on its mind (extra channels, pic-
tures etc) to pretend to be the ultimate in
CD machines per se. This is not entirely
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to be expected at the old standard
44 1kHz sampling rate, but still.

The Hanover Band'’s refreshingly
unpretentious gallop through the com-
plete Beethoven symphonies proved a
welcome breather from love-gone-sour. It
seems to be an attribute of lower-priced
CD players generally that the less promis-
ing the material from the dreaded ‘audio-
phile’ point of view, the better the job
they manage to make of it. This unofficial
ruling apparently holds good for DVD
players too: however much | might carp at
the ‘missed out’ bits of some of my more
testing favourites, bunging on a mid-
priced disc of old chestnuts and warhors-
es did much to redress the balance. Tutti
string passages made their way to the
loudspeakers with a surprising amount of
verve.

Although the Hanover Band apparently
eschews bottom-heavy balances, the bass-
es and ‘cellos sang away in the nether
regions providing a solid base for the
occasionally rather unadventurous inter-
pretations on these discs. Woodwind dec-
orations too benefitted from the JVC’s
workmanlike approach, in particular the
frequently dry tones of the oboe, which
sounded as human as is possible on a
cheap record!

g1y

TECH BOX

JVC fit Dolby and MPEG sur-

round sound decoders to this

player, and a 24bit/96kHz digi-
tal convertor that outputs full

bandwidth audio, our tests
showed. There is a digital
audio ouput. The only draw-
back is that there’s no 24/96
light to confirm a disc has
been recognised.

On the video side
there is Component video
(Y/C) and Composite through
the single SCART output sock-
et. It also has S-VIDEO and
baseband out.
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ike the Yamaha, Denon's offering
Lin the group is plain and simple to
a pleasing degree.
For the private types, there is a head-
phone socket and level adjustment and,
well, that's about it aside from the usual
skip, pause, open, play etc which you
find on any plain CD player.

On the back panel, an absence which
perhaps shows the DVD-2500’s age is the
lack of provision for direct 5.1 multichan-
nel playing. To use this player for more
than two channels, you will need a sepa-
rate decoding device such as Denon’s
own AVR-3300 receiver. The DVD-2500
does have the optical and co-axial output
for this sort of purpose, or else the oppor-
tunity for an outboard DAC might be
more appropriate.

First off was the by now well-worn
Tony Overwater disc Up Close on Turtle
Records. Detail was the name of the
game, with plucked strings being remark-
ably natural and fast and the saxophone
beautifully breathy and controlled.

Having established that this player is
the least tooled-up of the group’s contes-
tants, | was particularly interested to hear
it tackling the plain CD player role.

Since it was handy, | kicked off with
the Russian State Symphony Orchestra
thundering through Glazunov’s 4th and
Sth symphonies on Chandos. As the
familiar melodies of the Russia’s popular
composer swept through my loudspeak-
ers, | felt that the known warmth of this
recording was being a little reinforced by
the DVD player.

Linn chose to record the Indian
Queen with an extraordinarily small
ensemble which allows the invariably
slightly scraggy sound of the viol and
other ‘period’ instruments their full mea-
sure. The Denon sounded pretty comfort-
able with all this spikiness; whatever
rounding off of the corners which was
going on was not sufficient to mar the
performance. Having said that, there was
manifestly some loss of treble detail. This
was most noticeable in some of the very
sibilant vocal passages such as ‘"What
flattering noise is this, at which my
snakes all hiss . . ?’, which | believe won
the Melody Maker Award for Best
Oiiginal Lyric in 1695.

Having established that the Denon
was prepared to put up a reasonable per-
formance of seventeenth Century stuff, |

L__group test

tried Madeline Bell’s easy-listening inter-
pretation of She’s Leavin’ Home to bring
things bang up to date. A very cunning
transfer from the 24/96 (recording) stan-
dard to CD (playing) standard has left an
improbable amount of detail and sparkle
still on the disc. This is particularly
noticeable with the smooth brushwork
applied to the cymbals, which punctuate
the whole track.

To my surprise, the DVD-2500
seemed to be managing this all quite
well, with a convincing brassy sheen (to
the cymbals, not the singer) which
augured well for general purpose listen-
ing. Somewhat puzzled | A-B’d the
record with my reference CD player and
soon found the reason: the debit side
turned out to be in sound-staging and
stereo placement. Compared with what !
know this record to be capable of pro-
ducing, the scenery had become a little
cramped and one-dimensional. It goes to
show that ‘detail’ is not all down to the
musical sounds themselves - even now-
prehistoric stereo reproduction requires
every ounce of the recording to give the
best result.

TECH BOX

The Denon was alone in lack-
ing an on-board Dolby digital
decoder, so it cannot provide
surround sound of any sort as
it stands. An external decoder
must be used. Two pairs of

audio output sockets output
the same analogue audio sig-
nal. They should give
enhanced 48kHz analogue
bandwidth with a 24bit/96k
disc, but the first sample did
not. A second sample did,
however. Both machines
recognised a 24/96 disc had

been inserted.

The player has a digital
audio output for external
decoders. It has two SCART
video outputs, one S-VIDEO
output and two baseband
video outputs.

Technically, the Denon
lags the other players. /
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Fax.
01834 842804

auiias  AUDIOCOM

The Deflmtlve CD Upgrade
"“’““%
\ar‘\

If your CD Player relies on a standard clock,
n it is limited by inherent problems like

jitter, slow rise time which means timing

srrors, and interference with the DAC

conversion process. Low level information . 4

is lost and irretrievable. . .

These standard clocks do not generate an

initial sine wave for conversion, the by just

produce a waveform similar in shape

to a sawtooth.

High accuracy oscillator £ 2ppm master clock.
Negligible levels of power supply and data related jitter.
Low distortion sine wave,

virtually free of phase noise.

Fast rise time resulting in greater data accuracy retrieval.

For further information on S-Clock, other components and upgrades: Tel. 01834 842803 Fax. 01834 842804 E-Mail: audiocom@scotnet.co.uk
Most Major Credit/Debit Cards Accepted

l'--------------‘------‘-----‘-"-‘---—T?“--‘?:—-'I
-
o W |
i More Bass... More Volume... More Mu5|c i
| |
| |
i foronly £24.95 = |
I ( ‘ |
I Puta YellO Power mains cable on your equipment . [
| ’ q |
! and you'll get much, much more ! ‘u.mss<‘ % :
I The Importance Of Mains Quality the wires in the cable cancels out RFI. This (EmilsecibnshovinotBionbiGe E’ I
| Bty |
Mains quality is absolutely fundamental to the deceptively simple process not only removes RFI iR s
| reproduction of music. The quality of sound from already on the mains but also prevents pick-up of A u - |
: your system depends directly upon the purity of airborne RFI. / :
your electricity. The biggest pollutant is something . . R pe”
I referred to as radio frequency interference (RFI) i i} evolutl.on?ry teuhnol(.)g?' was developad by — |
P : ; . acclaimed Hi-Fi cable specialist, Kimber Kable o,
| which s emitted by a variety of sources including . . ¢/ Lifetime Guarantee |
. . . . (USA). They have worked with us at Russ Andrews R
TV and radio, domestic appliances and factories. . . ; . ¢/ 30 Day Home Trial |
to produce this exclusive and truly effective mains
| N ! ¢/ Free Deli 1
Radio frequency interference (RFI) in the cable. ree Deltvery ) i
| electricity to your Hi-Fi degrades performance. It ¢/ Freephone Ordering |
I causesloss of information, leading to less detail, Benefits Sceptical? |
I reduced bass, and increased distortion. Our exclusive YellO Power cable will brin We realise that you might find all this a little hard I
I g y g I
Most mains cables act as aerials, picking up substantial improverrents to the sound from your to believe! You don't have to just take our word for
: airborne RFI accentuating the problem of RFI system. It enables you to play at higher volume t. :
already on the mains. without distortion. It brings deeper, tighter bass. It . . .
| reveals details in the music that you never noticed Try(;t f(:r you;-(se:.f. “ie bl;h;vc dt hat t:e quality ;)ftour |
I Unique Technology before. And it brings the music closer to the procuct speais for itse’l. And you have complete g
here of the [i f peace of mind knowing that if you aren't delighted
I Yello Power cables utilise a unique woven cable atmosphere of the live performance. with the YellO Power we will give you your money |
: technology to remove RFI. The crossing action of ~ And all this for just £24.95! back. .. no quibble, no fuss. :
I . |
¢ products@russandrews.com  wwwi.russandrews.com  Fax: 01539 825540
: order NOW on UK Freephone 0800 373467 (”‘ For UK: Russ Andrews Accessories Ltd, FREEPOST NWW881A, KENDAL, LAS 9ZA :
or phone for our full product catalogue et retamwox u For Intenational Tet:00 44 1539 825500 Fax:00 44 1539 £25540
L ewmes¥®  Russ Andrews Accessories Ltd, Windermere Road, Staveley, Kendal, Cumbria, LA SPLUK |
——————————————— — —— —— o o - S - — ———— — o — o = e = e =]

PAGE 22 I MARCH 2000

HIFI WORLD



nlike some of our group.
Pioneer’s DV-626D carries its
heart upon its sleeve, or rather it

carries its buttons on its front. In addition
to the necessary play, skip and pause pro-
visions, on the left hand side of the drawer
the user is given a sort of on/off choice for
whichever number of loudspeakers he
happens to have connected. | mention this
in particular because I'm a bit puzzled
about its utility: for instance, if you
haven’t connected a subwoofer, or the
disc you are playing isn’t cut to handle
one, what call have you to switch it on
and off? perhaps i’'m missing something.
Operating the drawer button gave the
opportunity for one of the noisiest and
most leisurely bits of audio mechanics |
can remember in a long time. Despite
this, once the disc had trundled its way
into the innards, the Pioneer was quicker
on the uptake than many CD players
even, and took commendably little time to
assess which of the formats it was being
fed with. Ordinary CD playing being the
basis of our investigations, | kicked off
with a dose of seventeenth century courtly
love, Linn’s Airs de Cour disc. The Pioneer
took to this like a duck to water. Tonal val-
ues throughout the CD audio range were

very well balanced and the duet singing
beautifully separated and distinct. The
extremely subtle sounds of the Jute came
through clearly without suffering the pret-
ty-pretty effect which a too-rapid top end
roll-off can give. Staying with the unim-
peachably well-recorded, | turned next to
Louis van Dijk playing | Could Have
Danced All Night. Although with the very
rhapsodic interpretation | defy anyone to
have danced at all, let alone all night, the
superb van den Hul recording breathed
through the "speakers in a manner which
gave further credit to the Pioneer. The bass
end of the recording was full, taut and to
the point - no wallowing or woolliness to
report on. Piano carries a lot of midrange
tone values; arguably the DV-626D turned
these out a fraction stridently. This may be
the cross-bearing on the sibilance which
crept into the vocal disc earlier.

Casting delicacy to the four winds, 1
ploughed into the Russian State Symphony
Orchestra giving its all in Glazunov’s Fifth.
This Chandos record is, let’s face it, not
the utmost as regards sparkling details,
concentrating rather on the full round
tones of the symphony orchestra in a way

which smooth players can make insuffer-
ably dull. interestingly, although of course

L__group test

the player ought not to add what isn't
there, the Glazunov had sufficient life to
warrant extended listening. The massed
double basses and bass woodwind bene-
fitted from the DV-626D’s generally up-
beat approach and managed not to
swamp the midrange instruments in a sea
of dark brown cocoa. The composer’s deft
little vignettes for subdivisions of the
woodwind caught the Pioneer at its happi-
est, although once again there was a
trade-off to be considered, clarity versus
sibilance. Despite this, it managed a lively
performance, which isn’t always easy with
the ponderousness of the record.

According to a recent radio poll,
Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony is one of the
most often played pieces of classical
music - at least the first movement at any
rate. Following this trend, | put on the
appropriate disc from the value-for-money
Nimbus complete set. With the small-
scale Hanover Band, the Pioneer gave a
less appealing account of itself. The rather
thin tones of the woodwind and strings
had a glassy sound which is not all attrib-
utable to the disc. Some of the subtlety
was getting lost. On the plus side, the tutti
sections had exhilarating verve and
power.

TECH BOX

The Pioneer player differs in
many ways. Its digital output
will deliver a 96kHz signal to
an external decoder, where
the others work up to 48kHz,
to stay within the DVD stan-
dard. More importantly
though, the player has a dts
decoder on board, in addition

to a Dolby decoder. So it
offers very high quality sur-
round sound to two formats.
Inserting a 24bit/96kHz disc
causes a small red light to
come on and tests showed full
bandwidth audio to 48kHz is
output. There is a single
SCART cutput for connection
to a tv, tiwo S-VIDEO ouiputs,
two basebands, and two par-

allel audio outputs, plus a
PAL/NTSC switch. The pres-
ence of a dis decoder on this
machine gives it a bit of an
advantage, because a range of
dts audio discs are available
and dts home theatre sound
tracks are reportedly very
impressive in sound quality.
Together with Dolby the
Pioneer has it all.

4
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MICHELL ORBE
Millennium Special Edition

Michell will be offering 50
numbered Limited Edition
Gold plated Orbes
complete with SME V Gold
Plated tonearms,
to commemorate the coming
Millennium....

A SYMBOL OF PRECISION

For details contact:
Michell Engineering Ltd. 2 Theobald St, Borehamwood, Herts, WD6 4SL
Tel: 0181 953 0771 Fax: 0181 207 4688
e-mail: john@michell-engineering.co.uk Website: www.michell-engineering.co.uk

Trichond Research Limited

DO NOT UNDER-ESTIMATE
THE POWER OF CLEAN MAINS!

s Tt e b

‘Powerblock 500° mains conditioner
500 Watts of clean power for your hi-fi system (1KW version also available)
Available now for only £299 + carriage
14 day trial period - refund if not satisfied. For further details:

Trichord Research Ltd, 6 Woodlands Close, Malvern Wells, Worcestershire, WR14 41D
Tel: +44 (0) 1684 573524 Fax: + 44 (0) 1684 577380
email: graham@trichordresearch.com. Website: www.trichordresearch.com
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utting all our notes in order and drawing a conclusion
has not been easy with this group test. Concentrating on

the DVD players’ abilities
as CD players is of course a limit-
ed view, but it is after all the most
likely audio use for the machines
at the present. The supply of
24/96, Dolby and dts surround
audio on DVD video discs (i.e.
sound track on video discs!) is
limited.

Topping our poll came Sony’s
DVP-5725D, principally because
it had a brighter sound than the
others. Brightness is not every-
thing, but it certainly seemed to
be retrieving a little more detail. If
you have a reasonably flat system,
the Sony will give a little sparkle.
We also took into account the fact
that the Sony has surround sound
fitted, a 24/96 convertor and a full
range of video outputs.

Narrowly pipped to the post
was the Pioneer. As we noted,
there was a pleasingly musical air
to much of what the Pioneer pro-
vided. Only a touch of overenthu-
siasm, which came out as sibi-
lance on certain recordings, gave
any real cause for concern. The
slightly utilitarian feel of the con-
trols and that quite spectacular
cement-mixer disc drawer mecha-
nism, gave the Sony just that frac-
tional edge which, in the end,
made all the difference. Unless
you want dts surround sound,
which only the Pioneer has.

Although it had some dodgy
moments with intensely detailed
discs, we felt that the Denon offered
a good sonic compromise between
murderously bright and hopelessly
dull. Particularly when playing over-
sparkly discs, the DVD-2500 gave a
more musical account than some.

w=cs
©

SONY DVP-§72SD

DENON DVD-2500

YAMAHA DVD-§795

LR RN e
YT
"y n o ’H,‘ !

JVC XV-D701

See measured performance on page 115

group test

The Denon is not the newest of the products in our test, but it is
still fighting its corner in a well-balanced manner. This may have

something to do with the lack of
an on-board multi-chan

nel decoder - extra complexity
doesn’t always bode well for
music. We liked the very simple
operation of this machine, but
lack of surround sound acted
against it, and the uncertainty
introduced by absence of 24/96
from one sample.

Slightly behind the Denon
came the Yamaha and the JVC.
Both players exhibit versatility in
spades but were more lack-lustre
when it comes to playing plain
audio CDs. Although for second
system use both of these units
would give good value, they
show unmistakable signs of hav-
ing been designed with things
other than hi-fi primarily in mind.

This has been an interest-
ing and revealing test. On the face
of it, DVD video seems to offer a
versatile way forward, with the
benefit of video and multi-chan-
nel sound, plus super-CD sound.
Indeed, stereo hi-fi as we’ve
known it for the last thirty years
tooks a little unambitious, com-
pared with the possibilities on
offer from these players.

High quality standard CD
sound is not a prime considera-
tion: pictures; interactive informa-
tion packages; ‘3D’ sound effects;
all these contrive to take the spot-
light off hi-fi as we know it..
These video players do not offer
fantastic results with standard CD,
but their on-board 24/96 conver-
tors are high tech. and very
respectable all the same, our tests
revealed. For sheer entertainment,
DVD players have it all.

( SONY UK LTD TEL:01932 816600
DENON TEL: 01753 888447
&

YAMAHA TEL: 01923 233166

DENON TEL: 01753 888447

JVC UK LTD TEL: 0208 450 3282
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review

Noel Keywood tries the tremors from the deep,
deep Revolution r3 floorstanders from Tannoy.

t's always been difficult to find space

for a big loudspeaker. As homes fill

up with the gadgets and furniture of
modern living it gets no easier. There's a
move to tall, slim floorstanding loud-
speakers to cope with this, loudspeakers
that can slide into the few gaps left on a
crowded lounge floorplan. Tannoy have
their attractive new Revolution Series to
fulfil this need, the r3 tested here being
top of the range. Yet they’re just 184mm
wide and 272mm deep, taking up little
more floor space than a paperback. |
found them so slim that spikes are best
used for physical stability, to keep them
anchored down. Otherwise a chance
encounter could send one of these slim
pillars crashing,

Tannoy get cabinet volume - 24 litres
of it - through height. But all the same,
standing 1020mm high the r3s look
imposing, although not intrusive. It's a lot
of loudspeaker as well, for around £550 a
pair. Bass handling is split two ways
between the lower and middle drivers.
One of the disadvantages of slim cabinets
is that small diameter drive units must be
used. To produce powerful bass a lot of
air must be moved, a feat that's beyond
the abilities of just one 120mm bass unit.
Either one elliptical unit is used, or twin
drivers in parallel, as in the r3. It's expen-
sive and the lower one cannot cover the
same range as the upper one, or mutual
interference will occur at higher frequen-
cies. This complicates the crossover, since
each must be fed by its own section.
Nevertheless the sound balance holds
well as you walk around the room, or just
into and out of it. After all, hi-fi loud-
speakers might be used for radio during
the day. Having to listen at just one spot,
as you do with some phase sensitive loud-
speakers, isn't so practical.

Even though the cabinets are not mas-
sive, not all their internal volume com-
prises air load behind the drive units. The

bottom part has a chamber, accessed
through a small 12mm diameter port with
plastic bung, that can be filled with sand
or lead shot. This helps stabilize the cabi-
nets. It also helps damp down panel reso-
nances, reducing coloration. At 18kgs
(40lbs) the r3s are not particularly heavy
and there was a little panel thrum and
boxiness on strong vocals. I've heard this
on many of the new wave of inexpensive
floorstanders, where weight is kept down
to control cost. For their size the r3s are
hardly expensive and this is one area
where there’s compromise. Whilst silver
sand or lead shot do a great job, the loud-
speaker becomes so heavy it is difficult to
move.

Tannoy inevitably use reflex loading to
get low, low bass. Just bear in mind that
not so many recordings actually have bass
on them that goes this low. One you can
try is the Pink Floyd’s Dark Side of the
Moon; the heartbeat is a 25Hz signal that
most loudspeakers miss completely. Me? |
like the pounding drums, rich percussion
and the seismic bass line of Angelique
Kidjo's Fifa. The recording is a bit pumped
up at very low frequencies, just to get
some bass out of the average system.
Tannoy’s r3s quite obviously reached right
down to the lowest notes, since they had
the room rumbling and shaking at times.
Tannoy provide foam bungs to damp bass
down if they get out of hand. Just bear in
mind that big rooms are better damped, a
minimum dimension of 16ft is best for any
loudspeaker that goes as low as the r3.

Narrow cabinets with bevelled edges
produce fine stereo imaging and the r3s
performed well in this area too. They
placed singers and instruments solidly in a
broad sweep of a soundstage that lay just
forward of the cabinets and beyond them
at either side. Good drive unit integration
brought a sense of almost pin-sharpness to
the sound of stick against cymbal, but
sibilance pushed forward hard with Sting’s
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vocals on A Thousand Years.

The r3s are almost forcefully clear and
hard etched; they’ll cut through in a
showroom dem. to make rivals sound
woolly in comparison | suspect. With
seamless reproduction down to the very
lowest of lows, held in check by a superb
sense of control as reflex loudspeakers go,
Tannoy's engineering makes a very strong
statement in these floorstanders. At the
price they’re good value.

Tannoy r3 £550

Tannoy Ltd.
Rosehall Ind. Est.
Coatbridge
Strathclyde

ML5 4TF

Tel: 01236 420199

WORLD VERDICT
DD

Impressively full-voiced floorstanders
with seismic bass. Treble can suffer
some sibilance if pushed too hard.

Measured Performance see page 115
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I like my cars fast,

my beer cold,

my women exciting,

and my music played

on Marantz

Telephone: 01753 680868 Internet: www.marantz.com



WIDE PRODUCT RANGE

massive
oerformance

a selection from our MUSICAL FIDELITY A3 Amplifier
unbeatable range “Playing Bob James’ Joy Ride disc, with it's laid back

jazz feel, the A3, fed from the Marantz CD-7 and
driving Monitor Audio Studio 20SEs, reveals that it's
is an amplifier truly capable of performing way
beyond its price”

* 4ok % & What Hi Fi? November 1999

s#le
price £M5

daunted by amplifiers? ARCAM
sevenoaks can help
you choose

With complicated and often meaningless technical
specifications, choosing the right amplifier can be really sale
daunting. Sevenoaks Sound & Vision will help you choose Alpha 1 o 0

from our unbeatable range. With inexpensive integrated to Amp“ﬁer price £

esoteric pre/power combinations, all of which have been

selected for their performance and flexibility, you can _

guarantee finding an amplifier ideally suited to your R o K S A N
selected amplifiers

® @
Arcam Alpha 8R £345 g

DenOLPMAZSOSE - B B £12.";> Caspian sale 7%
Marantz PM6010 OSE Claim Free QED Qnect 2** £195 :
A— =  BE_. N I *k kA k whE nov1ose  [OI1CE £

Musical Fidelity X-A1 Claim Free VDH D102* £475
CA=US

Rotel RA931/II £1 55

Yamaha AX392 £173§
Please note:
Cyrus Products only

available at selected outlets

Q0 PUNOS SYEOUDAIS

UOISIA

*When purchased together with the X-Ray CD Player
**When purchased together with the CD6000 OSE

also available at selected outlets
Exposure 25RC, Marantz PM17Ki Signature,

Naim Nait 3R and Myryad Range
| Cyrus 7 sale
Please note: Advertisement valid until at least 15th February 2000 E&OE .
Mail Order not available on Arcam, B&W, Marantz and Monitor Audio products. Yo e e KK WHF Nov 1999 p rice

demonstration rooms in all stores

Everything we stock is available to audition in our dedicated hi-fi and home cinema
demonstration rooms.



OUTLETS NATIONWIDE

MONITOR AUDIO

Studio 20SE

“They're what we use every day in our
top reference system - that’s how good
they are.” - The Ultimate What Hi Fl
Guide to Audio 1998

& Gold Anodised Reference Tweeter

& Ceramic Coated Metal Alloy Mid/Bass Unit Also available:

# Internally Wired with QED Silver Profile Cable Monitor Audio Silver i Series
& Available in Cherry, Black or Rosemah Finishes

what hi-fi?
reference loudspeakers

e 21295 snveg1000

RUARK

Contemporary
Series
@ Fabric or Silk Dome Tweeters
& Treated NSRC Mid/Bass Units
@ Available in a wide selection
of real wood finishes

& Anodised Aluminium Baffle
available on all models
(except Log-rhythm)

¢ Stand Mounting,
Floorstanding, Centre Active
Sub Woofer Available

which loudspeakers”’
sevenoaks can help
you decide

rformance

As the final component in any hi-fi or home cinema system,
the loudspeakers determine the way sound is presented.
However, not only is it imperative that the loudspeakers work
correctly with the amplifier and source components, but also
do not react adversely with your room. With such a variety of
bookshelf, stand mounted and free-standing loudspeakers
available, it make sense to choose Sevenoaks Sound &
Vision, where we can help you find the perfect solution - all
you need to do is listen!

selected loudspeakers New 600

massive pe

A tic E Aegis 1 £125 Series 2

coustic Ener s

O — ¢ Includes Award Winning

Castle Severn 2 £595 DM601 Series 2

. - # New Nautilus

KEFC_“*% 2, - EE Technology Tweeter

Mission 773E £365 ¢ Kevlar Mid/Bass Units
N T # Stand Mounting,

Monitor Audio Studio S0SE B ., Floorstanding, Centre

Tannoy R1 £175 and Rear Models

— — — e Available
also available at selected outlets

Other models from the ranges, B&W CDM-SE,
Castle Inversion and New Mission 78 Series.

two year warranty for peace of mind

As the UK’s largest independent specialist hi fi retailer, all home cinema and hi-fi separates
come with a minimum two year warranty and ten day exchange.



9 PUNOS SYBOUDADS

UOISIA

WIDE PRODUCT RANGE

outlets
nationwide

At Sevenoaks Sound & Vision you’ll find the widest range of quality products anywhere in the
UK. Everything from the latest DVD players and Plasma Televisions to amazing special offers all
with our outstanding service. From Aberdeen to Plymouth, we’re great value nationwide.

London & South East
SEVENOAKS EPSOM SOUTHAMPTON

109-113 London Rd 12 Upper High Street 33 London Road
Air Conditioned E-Mail: sevenoaks.epsom@virgin.net Air Conditioned
9.30-5.30 Monday-Friday 9.30-5.30 Monday-Friday E-Mail: 7oaks_soton@breathemait.net
9.00-5.30 Saturday 9.00-6.00 Saturday 11.00-4.00 Sunday  9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday
01732 459555 01372 745883 02380 337770
57 Western Road, Hove i

) bl 73b North Street 79-81 Chase Side, Southgate
55%3'15735'Rjggg;?_’g:fﬁ;g;""e“‘°°"‘ E-Mail: 7oakshifi_gford@btconnect.com E-Mail: neilep@madasafish.com
01273 733338 9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday 10.00-6.00 Monday-Saturday

01483 536666 0208 886 2777

BROMLEY HOLBORN SWISS

39a East Street

E-Mail: 7oakshifibromiey@btconnect.com  144-148 Grays Inn Rd 1"'

9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday 10.30-6.30 Monday-Friday co AGE

0208 290 1988 10.30-4.30 Saturday 21 Northways Parade, Finchley Road
0207 837 7540 Air Conditioned

E-Mail: furrukh.hasan@virgin.net
CHEL SE A 10.00-6.00 Monday-Saturday
12.00-4.00 Sunda
403 Kings Road, Worlds End K’NGSTON 0207 722 9'};77
E-Mail: 7oakshifichelsea@btconnect.com 43 Fife Road
10.00-6.00 Monday-Saturday 9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday

0207 352 9466 9.30-7.30 Thursday TUNBRIDGE

0208 547 0717

WELLS
sgrﬁéu!gar’:EY MAIDSTONE 28-30 St Johns Road

E-Mail: Sevenoakscrawley@aol.com E-Mail: 7oakshifitw@btconnect.com
9.30-6.00 Monday-Satun);ay 96 Week Street 9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday

E-Mail: 7oakshifimstone@btconnect.com
01293 510777 9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday 01892 531543

01622 686366

CROYDON WATFORD
369-373 London Road REA D’NG 478 St Aibans Road

E-Mail: 7oakshificroydon@btconnect.com E-Mail: 7oakshifiwatford@btconnect.com

9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday 3-4 Kings Walk Shopping Centre 10.00-6.00 Monday-Saturday
11.00-4.00 Sunday 9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday 11.00-4.00 Sunday
0208 665 1203 0118 959 7768 01923 213533

London & South East

01372 745883

London & South East

Midlands & East

LEICESTER
0116 253 6567

EPSOM GLASGOwW

0141 332 9655

01293 510777 0161 831 7969

demonstration rooms in all stores

Everything we stock is available to audition in our dedicated hi-fi and home cinema
demonstration rooms.



The North

OUTLETS NATIONWIDE

ABERDEEN

491 Union Street

E-Mail: sevenoakshifi@btconnect.com
9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday
9.30-7.00 Thursday

01224 587070

LEEDS

112 Vicar Lane

E-Maif: sevenoakshifi@btinternet.com
10.00-6.00 Monday-Friday

9.30-5.30 Saturday 12.00-5.00 Sunday

0113 245 2775

MANCHESTER

69 High Street, City Centre
sevenoaks.manchester@btinternet.com
10.00-6.00 Monday-Friday

9.30-5.30 Saturday

0161 831 7969

GLASGOW

88 Great Western Road
10.00-6.00 Monday-Saturday
12.00-4.00 Sunday

0141 332 9655

NEWCASTLE

19 Newgate Street
E-Mail: 7oaks@btconnect.com.
9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday

0191 221 2320

HULL

1 Savile Row, Savile St
9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday
01482 587171

PRESTON

40-41 Lune Street

Air Conditioned

9.00-5.30 Monday-Saturday
01772 825777

SHEFFIELD

635 Queens Rd,Heeley

Air Conditioned

E-Mail: sevenoaks.hi-fi@virgin.net
9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday
10.00-4.00 Sunday

0114 255 5861

Midlands & West

BIRMINGHAM

12 Queensway Arches, Livery Street
9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday
0121 233 2977

CHELTENHAM

14 Pittville Street
9.30-5.30 Monday-Friday 9.00-5.30 Sat
01242 241171

BRISTOL

92b White Ladies Road, Clifton
Air Conditioned

9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday
0117 974 3727

EXETER

28 Cowick Street
9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday
01392 218895

PLYMOUTH

107 Cornwalf Street

9.00-5.30 Monday-Saturday

Late Night Thursday by Appointment
01752 226011

CARDIFF

104-106 Albany Road
7oakswales@compuserve.com
9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday
02920 472899

Midlands & East

BEDFORD

29-31 St Peters Street

E-Mail: sevenoaks.bedford@lineone.net
10.00-6.00 Monday-Friday

9.30-5.30 Saturday 10.00-4.00 Sunday

IPSWICH

12-14 Dogs Head St
9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday
01473 286977

01234 272779

CAMBRIDGE

17 Burleigh Street
E-Mail: sevenoakscam@aol.com
10.00-6.00 Monday-Saturday

01223 304770

LEICESTER

10 Loseby Lane
10.00-6.00 Monday-Saturday

0116 253 6567

NORWICH

29/29a St Giles Street
E-Mail: sevenoaks.hifi@virgin.net
9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday

01603 767605

ESSEX

1 The Grove Centre,Witham

E-Mail: 7oakshifiwitham@btconnect.com
9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday

Late Night Thursday by Appointment
01376 501733

SWANSEA

24 Mansel Street

Air Conditioned

10.00-6.00 Monday-Saturday
11.00-5.00 Sunday

01792 465777

WORCESTER

2 Reindeer Court
sales@sevenoak.demon.co.uk
9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday
01905 612929

OXFORD

41 St Clements Street

E-Mail: 7oakshifioxford@btconnect.com
10.00-6.00 Monday-Friday

9.30-5.30 Saturday

01865 241773

PETERBOROUGH

36-38 Park Road
E-Mail:sevenoaks@peterborough.freeserve.co.uk
9.30-5.30 Monday-Saturday

9.30-8.00 Thursday 12.00-4.00 Sunday
01733 897697

the ultimate buying guides

Our friendly and experienced staff will be happy to assist you through every step of your
purchase, and will, when appropriate, deliver and install your equipment.

ionwide

outlets nat



In the beginning there was dar

Then God created Music and it was good

The new Classic series of turntables from Pro-ject
Composer serles loudspeakers from Vienna Acoustics
Somehow the world seems a better place

Stunningly finished in piano lacquer and beautiful veneers
these Austrian creations are as pleasing to the eye as they are to the ear.
Classic turntables from £360, Composer loudspeakers from £650

Henley Pesigns 1.td

The Otd Coach House.

The Street. Crowmarsh Gifford.

Wallingford, Oxferdshire, ON10 8E11

Fel: 01491 834700, Fax: 01491 834722

World Radio History ' c-mail: henles.designst virgin.net
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GTroovy

The £750 Rotel RCD 991 is their new HDCD compatible, top of the range
“statement” CD player. Simon Pope listens with interest.

his isn’t Rotel’s first attempt at
I more expensive equipment. They
are often considered the manufac-
turers of good value for money machinery
in the budget/mid price bracket. But as
they proved with the Michi range they are
no mugs when it comes to the higher ech-
elons of audio either.

The RCD 991 is the biggest brother of
the 951, of which we reviewed to great
acclaim last year. Both of the players ben-
efit from being both HDCD compatible
and being solidly built. As far as looks go,
with the top of the range 991, Rotel don't
go for the esoteric look but instead plump
for their attractive functional look with the
striking red trim. In this case though the
usually slimline effect has been fattened
slightly to accommodate for the extra bits
and bobs required for the five-segment
power supply and other audiophiles
goodies.

Apart from the Pacific Microsonics
PMD100 chip inside, the other main fea-
tures of the 991 are the inclusion of a pro-
prietary low-jitter digital circuit, a “wide
read” linear mechanism and a “user selec-
table” dither aid. This is displayed on the
front panel in the form of digits from 0-7.
1-6 are increasingly higher levels of ultra-
sonic noise-shaped dither, which attempt
to “smooth out” non-linear errors in D/A
converters. The number 7 setting is
designed to correct quantisation errors
only.

Rotel obviously designed the 991 to be
a serious contender in the CD market, so

HI-Fl WORLD

is the sound seriously good? Starting off
with Paul Weller’s brilliantly produced (if
slightly dated!) Stanley Road the Rotel
responded with a confident and con-
trolled reading. The sterea effects that
pepper this CD were supremely executed
by the 991, showing that stereo imaging is
a definite plus. The bopping voodoo
rhythms of Walk On Gilded Splinters
bounced through the speakers, with the
guitars and drum kit cleanly detailed.
However, although the 991 is a highly
detailed player the sound was smooth and
lyrical with especially warm vocals - as
opposed to being merely analytical and
sterile.

Feeding the next CD into the mecha-
nism - Stravinsky’s Rite Of Spring played
by the Minnesota Orchestra on Reference
Recordings - saw the HDCD LED illumi-
nate and the player produce a sound of
outstanding quality at the price. What the
best HDCD players and recordings do is
create space and depth in the sound
stage, and so it was with the RCD 991.
Real space between instruments was pre-
sent (maybe even too much, thanks to the
recording) along with an increased sharp-
ness of detail and good orchestral bal-
ance. As with the Paul Weller CD the
sharp detail was matched by subtlety and
a rich tone, this time from the woodwind
and strings which kept that woody tone
inherent in their ‘natural’ sound.

The 951 that impressed us last year
really excelled with HDCD, whereas the
991 plays your bog-standard hardware

with as much confidence as with HDCD
material. With the RCD 951 we found
that it set a new level at the price and
whilst the 991 may not be our ultimate
choice at the price, it’s right up there with
the best. The only weaknesses are in build
aspects (although it's not wafer light it
could be a little more solidly constructed)
and the slightly flimsy remote control.
There’s strong competition from the likes
of Audio Analogue’s Pagannini, and
slightly more expensive the Musical
Fidelity X-Ray - but neither of these have
the bonus of the HDCD chip.

It's a brilliant all-rounder with a reli-
able sound that feels like it will never tire
you out, however long you play it for. If
you’re in the hunt for a £700-£800 CD
player, you could do a heck of a lot worse
than the RCD 991. A serious machine
that’s an excellent buy.

Rotel RCD991 £750

Gamepath Ltd.,
28 Heathfield,
Stacey Bushes,

Milton Keynes,
MK12 6HR.
Tel: 01908 317707

WORLD VERDICT
R

Easily one of the best at the price. A

confident and musical player that takes
some beating

Measured Performance see page 115
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http://www.musical-fidelity.co.ub

MUSICAL FIDELITY

X-A RANGE.
MACHINED, MIL-SPEC ALUMINIUM
FRONT PANEL.

MILLED METAL KNOBS.

RUGGED, NON-RESONANT
METAL CASEWORK.

JUST IMAGINE HOW GOOD
THE ELECTRONICS MUST BE.

MUSICAL FIDELITY

INTEGRATED AMPS, PREAMPS, POWER AMPS, TUNER, AND CD PLAYER. FOR DETAILS OF YOUR NEAREST STOCKIST RING 0181 900 2866.




compatibifl§ ' +
a joke, welll

he ’lifestyle’ system is now fully
incorporated into the warld of
consumer audio. Walk into any
high street retailer and see the shelves
buckle under the weight of hundreds of
representations of the genre. And make no
mistake, people buy them by the dozen.
In a recent “sales’ crush | saw a certain
actor and TV star (no names, but it is the
pantomime season!) gleefully fondling the
controls of a few examples in mv local
electronics retailer. Did he worry about
the sound? Obviously not, as he strolled
off with one from looks and feel alone - at
full RRP too!

What a few manufacturers have tried
to do lately is marry the style and conve-
nience of the lifestyle midi system with
the attributes of hi-fi. It appears that man-
ufacturers feel that bright young things
with money to spend favour a no non-
sense, one-box, minimalist design but
want good sound too. Consequently the
race is on amongst the ‘biggies’ to pro-
duce the first ‘audiophile” one-boxer. And
Kenwood, it appears, have made the first
step forward.

What we have in the RD-VH7 is
essentially a small one-piece receiver/CD
player described as ‘concept’ system. In
fact with its size and front-loading CD
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mechanism it actually looks like one of
Kenwood'’s top of the range in car stereos!
However, there are a few features present
that raise it above the stereotypical
{excuse the pun) shoebox level. Firstly
there is the inclusion of a Pacific
Microsonics HDCD chio (probably a first
in midi systems), CD text ‘proper’ hi-fi
connections with three stereo inputs, real
‘speaker terminals and a weight not that
far off the tonnage of a gpod £700 or so
CD player - no indoor breeze will blow
this off the booksheli! And talking of
bookshelves brings us to another impres-
sive feature. Because of the front loading
mechanism the main unit can be turned
vertically to fit nicely at the end of or
between your collection of Dickens, Scott
Fitzgerald or Joanna Trollope. When the
unit is turried on its side the quirky little
LCD display window also turns ninety
degrees in a spirit level-like fashion - very
flash. The whole package comes with

supplied matching speakers, but no cable,

so this is where upgrading the sound
starts. A comprehensive and natty little
remote finishes off the whole shebang. A
cassette deck and MD recorder are avail-
able as optional extras.

| started off the listening with Paul
Weller’s Stanley Road and used Chord

L leview

Company’s Rumour cable to join box to
‘speakers. As Changingman kicked in the
‘speakers released a sound that had good
depth and balance from the 20W per
channel amplifier, with not too much of
the boom and tizz emphasis that can be
heard from the majority of biscuit box sys-
tems. Having said this emphasis on the
sound errs towards the bottom end to
compensate for the relative lack of power.
Vocals were nicely presented with warmth
and smoothness; sibilance was suitable
lacking. This lack of sibilance, however,
hinted that there was also a slight lack of
detail. Guitar plucking and certain aspects
of the drumming were a bit veiled, but a
change of ‘speakers to Tannoy’s M1s for
example will sort this little problem out.

All of the detail, however, was
retrieved by using an HDCD disc of The
Rite Of Spring. Stravinsky’s masterpiece
sounded spacious and open, like the
Kenwood had received a good dose of
Vicks. It's good to hear such a sound from
something described as a ‘concept’ sys-
tem. The bass drum moved enough air to
make the bass convincingly deep, if (small
gripe) a tad loose, but the treble was
sweet and smooth with not an ounce of
tinniness present.

The VH-600 is undoubtedly a marked
improvement on the rows upon row of
one-box models that we see every time
we pop down the high street for our gro-
ceries, with an impressive sonic perfor-
mance - especially with HDCD discs
which opened the sound out more.
Indeed, the HDCD compatibility is a very
nice touch, tempting audiophiles perhaps
to have an inconspicuous addition to the
bedroom bookshelf. The supplied ‘speak-
ers lack a bit of detail and can sound
boxy at times, but this can be resolved by
good cabling or £100 spent on a good
pair of budget bookshelves.

KENWOOD AVINO VH-600 £399.95

Kenwood Electronics Ltd.,
Kenwood House, Dwight Rd.,
Watford,

Herts WD1 8EB

Tel: 01923 816444

WORLD VERDICT
QR

Great little system that's both stylish
and a good performer.

Measured Performance see page 115
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theD1

series

speaker
systems

-2 way design
-30 - 20,000Hz
-6mm wall aluminium extrusion

-Nominal power holding
up to 130 Watts rms

-Solid wocd frants O‘hC,OChC\

desgnh - revolution
www d-d co.uk
T 01564 782502

Sonic Elegance:
Curved space for a flat
frequency response

-
T it

DISSATISFIED wit4 YOUR SYSTEM ?

¢/ The Russ Andrews catalogue and booklets are packed full of explanations, tips and advice.
v Our accessories.and cables bring real and obvious improvements.
v’ You have complete peace of mind with the Russ Andrews Guarantee: satisfaction or your

money back.

We even deliver free of charge right to your door! Whether you have a mini system, a High
End Hi-Fi system or a home theatre system we can help you to get the maximum pleasure
with the minimum of fuss.

So call us for your FREE catalogue on0800 373467 quoting ref: AHWBBAD.

RUSS ANDREWS ACCESSORIES o MAIL ORDER DIRECT

Russ Andrews Accessories Ltd., Wircermere Road, Staveley, Kendal. Cumbria LAS 9PL.
Tel: (+44) 01539 825500 Fax: (+44) 015391825540 E-maif: ahwbb0)@russandrews.com www.russandrews.com

(AUDIO
ILLUSION

23 Langley Broom
Langley

Berkshire SL3 §NB
TEL: 01753 542761 FAX: 01753 772532
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L leview

faint-hearted

Richard White spends some time with NAD’s mid-priced CD player, the C 540.

aving copped the DVD group

test this month, it was with

something of a sigh of relief that
I turned to NAD’s C 540. Finished in what
'd call ‘'NAD grey’, the C 540 is a neat
and slim job. Full controls are provided
on the front panel, indeed the remote
control has fewer functions than the but-
tons on the machine. A choice of counter
systems, random select, and track repeat
just about completes the essentially mod-
est equipment. The display is unfussy,
with the usual track number and count-
up, or count-down aceording to choice. A
square arrangement of numbers one to
sixteen serves as a ‘where am | on the
record’ indication.

Starting to listen with the van den Hul
recording of vocalist Madeline Bell, it was
notable that the C 540 does not push
smoothness for its own sake. Extreme
‘audiophile’ care in the production of this
disc has resulted in a very neutral, natural
sound. The NAD certainly made the most
of the information it was given; in no
sense could the sound have been said to
be over-smoothed. This level of clarity is a
worthwhile attribute for a mid-priced
player - many plavers would elect to
brush the intricate brushed cymbal work
under the carpet, for exampie - but | had
slight reservations about the NAD's essen-
tially bright approach. It is possible that
this very ‘presence’ could lead to a sense
of confusion if carried to excess.

Following this line of enquiry, | chose
the classic RCA analogue recording of the
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last chunk of Gétterdammerung, which
catches Christa Ludwig in her astonishing
prime, accompanied by the Orchester der
Deutschen Oper, Berlin. Here is complex-
ity in trumps with the enormous forces
employed ir just about every dramatic
combination in the space of twenty min-
utes! Although allowing the very fullest
value to the divine voice, | usually regard
this transfer as being if anything a bit on
the flat side. There were times when the
tanal balance seemed a little too keen.
This certainly made for a very thrilling
portrayal but one which was just a little
sharper than life. Having said that, the
monstrous ponderings of the massed bass
section shot through the loudspeakers in
great form - the NAD contrives to seund
very fast for a player of this price.

Lora Dimitrov’s recording of
Schumann’s Symphonic Studies (despite
the title this is a solo piano work!) gave a
good opportunity to check the midrange. |
was very impressed with the immediacy
which the C 540 gave to this perfor-
mance. No trace of woolliness marred the
essential intimacy of the pieces and the
forwardness which had concerned me
before helped to give just that touch of
edge without which the midrange-rich
piano can left sounding a bit unexpres-
sive. Incidentally, the unusually high total
of thirty-one tracks on this album left the
'where are we on the record?’ display way
behind at its sixteen track maximum!

Turning to Benny Waters at the
Pawnshop, Stockholm proved ta be a

happy choice for the NAD. All the imme-
diacy which had shawn itself to be one of
the marks of the player piled into recreat-
ing the live ambience of this excellent
recording. Air coursed over the saxo-
phone’s reed, the double bass thundered
away in the corner, and glasses clinked in
the background with deftly-turned real-
ism. In some respects, there was almost
too much presence which could be con-
fusing, althougn generally the stereo effect
was well developed.

If your system is on the bright side, the
C 540 might prove tiring after a while.
Nevertheless, | found the NAD's cheerful
approach to be generally refreshing and
an the whole preferable to the over-
smaoth approach favoured by many other
players.

NAD C 540 £329.95

NAD Marketing Ltd.
Unit 15

Faraday Road
Aylesbury, Bucks.
HP19 3RY

Tel: 01296 482017

WORLD VERDICT
PID

A very dynamic and forward player.
Immediacy and speed are countered
by a marginal lack of refinement.

Measured Performance see page 115
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Europe’s No1
commission sale
specialists

Instant ‘reserve’
valuations

We endeavour to offer you realistic
market values for carefully used audio
components. Helped by our unique
audio pricing matrix, we hope to
pleasantly surprise you. Whether
wishing to upgrade to your dream
system or simply engage in our caring
and fair ‘commission sale’ scheme, we
will always aim to please!

Same day collections

All commission sale agreements
benefit from our same day collection.
Our drivers and appointed couriers are
on the road nationwide everyday and
are ready to call. Al goods

collected are fully insured in transit. On
arrival at our Peterborough depot the
equipment will be physically checked
and fully tested as part of our pre-sale
inspection. The goods will then be
booked onto the ‘Audio Trader’ network
website and placed on display in our
prestigious showrooms. This service is
an integral part of our unique way of
successfully selling top branded
carefully used audio components.

No pressure - No
comebacks

Taking advantage of our ‘commission
sale agreement’ removes all the
obvious hassle of home selling. No
intrusive phone calls or time wasted by
private visitors. By choosing our
commission sale scheme we will
negotiate for you and offer our own
warranty services free of charge.

Whether selling or looking
for the best part-exchange
allowance on new or used
components,
Call us: 01733 555514
or email us: audiotrader@talk21.com

www.audiotrader.co.uk

GOOD NEWSI

“For those ultimate bargain hunters, simply look

for the items priced in red they’re all reduced!”

Turntables, Tonearms

Air Tangent 1B Air Bearing Tonearm £NA
Ariston RD40 - SME 3009 MK 2i £NA
Dunlop System Deck 3, Basic LVX - K5 £NA
Goldring Lenco 85 T/Table (White) £NA
Grace G707 Mk 2 Tone Arm £NA
Helius Orion Tone Arm £NA

Linn LP12 + Basic Plus (Sounds Great) £1600

£999
£399
£379
£89

£139
£249
£399

Linn Sondek’s Stock changing weekly, please
call for latest arrivals, 4 Ittok Spec’s In Stock!

Luxman PD 300 T/Table (Choice of Three) from
Luxman PD 555 T/Table (Fully Serviced

and Superb) £NA
Morch DP6 Tone Arm (Gold) £700
Oracle Alexandra (Piano Black) £NA
Oracle Delphi Il/Linn Ittock Il £NA
Pink Triangle LPT + Roksan Tabriz + £1500
Project 6 T/Table £360
Pink Triangle PT2 (SME-cut) £NA
Rega Planar 2 T/Table RB300 £NA
Rega Planar 3 T/Table RB300 £NA
Revolver With Linn Basic - NAG MP11 £NA
Revox B795 T/Table £NA
Roksan Radius + Tabriz £800
Roksan Xerzes + Artemiz + AT OC5 £1700
Roksan Xerves (Black) Choice Of Three  from
Roksan Xerzes (Rosewood) Beautiful

Condition, Alphason Arm, Sumiko BP,

The Best We've Seen £2400
Thorens TD316 Mk2 T/Table (Black) £NA
Thorens TD318 (Piano Black) £NA

£399

£1599
£399
£499
£1299
£499
£239
£299
£189
£199
£199
£499
£449
£699
£499

£999
£169
£199

Thorens,Garrard and other Classic Turntables

Changing Weekly Please Call!

CcDh Plsyers, DAC’S & Transports

Accuphase DP75 CD Player £5999
Arcam Alpha 8 CD Player £450
Arcam Alpha Plus CD Player £NA
Arcam Delta 170 CD Transport £799
Arcam Deita Black Box DAC £449
Audio Alchemy ACD2 CD Player

(Sealed Box) (Ex-dem) £499
Audio Alchemy DAC in a box £250
Audio Aichemy Drive 3 £649
Audio Aichemy V3 DAC + PSU £900
Cambridge Audio CD 2 CD Player £NA
Cyrus Disc Master, DAC Master,

Transport + DAC £1400
DPA Bigger Bit 2 DAC 7 £800
DPA PDM1 DAC £NA
Kenwood DP9010 Cd Transport £500
Kinshaw Overture DAC £250
LFD Minstral CD Player (Gold &

Gloss Black) £650
Linn Mimick CD Player £880
Marantz CD 80 CD Player £NA
Marantz CD 94 CD Player £NA
Marantz DR95 CD Transport, Modified £1400
Meridian 200 Transport £999
Meridian 206 CD Player £999
Meridian 207 CD Player + Built In Pre £1400
Meridian 263 DAC £650
Meridian 506 20 Bit CD Player £1100
Meridian 563 DAC 18 Bit £899

£3249
£349
£99
£199
£149

£389
£159
£449
£549
£149

£799
£429
£179
£269
£99

£399
£599
£199
£498
£699
£399
£449
£469
£299
£699
£449

Meridian 566 20 Bit DAC £980
Meridian 606 DAC £1500
Micromega DAC 2 £NA
Micromega Drive 3 Transport £NA
Micromega Stage 2 CD Player £700
Micromega Stage 5 CD Player (Ex-dem)  £750
Musical Fidelity X - DAC New hdcd £300
Pink Triangle Ordinal DAC £800
Pioneer PDS 505 Precision CD Player £549
QED Digit Reference DAC (Chrome) £450
Radford WS1 CD Player £NA
Revox B225 CD Player £1100
Roksan DP1 Transport, Updated 1996 £1300

Teac VRDS 10 CD Player £770
Technics SHZ 1000, SHX 1000 Transport +

DAC, Tom Evans Modified (Gold Finish)  £5000
Technics SLP 200 CD Player - Balanced  £1200
Trichord Pulsar DAC 20 Bit Blue Marble £1450

TG0 (9 Trader =

£599
£559
£499
£529
£399
£549
£199
£399
£299
£199
£489
£459
£799
£459

£2500
£499
£789

Solid State Amplifiers

Aragon 24k Pre Am 1600
Arcam Zeta One Int Av Amp (Ex dem) £999
Audiolab 8000 S Int Amp £750
Audio Research BL1 - SE to Bal

Convertor (Ex-dem) £799
AVI 2000 MP Pre Amp £1100
AVI $2000 Monoblocks (VGC) £1399
Chord SPM 1200 B Power Amp (Mint) £3790

Cyrus AV Master Dolby Prologic Processor £699
Cyrus 1 Int Amp £275
Cyrus 2 Int Amp £350
Cyrus Power Amp £499
Cyrus Pre-Amp £650
Cyrus PSX-R Power Supply Unit £329
Cyrus Staight Line Int Amp £399
Denon AVP 1A Processor £2500
DNM Pre 2-PA1 Pre-Power £2800
DPA Renaissance Int Amp (Ex-demo) £599
Exposure XV11 - 1V Pre/Power £NA
Fisher 440 Solid State Reciever (1960s Classic)
Hafler DH101 Pre Amp £NA
Harmon Kardon AVP 1A Processor £2000
Harmom Kardon Citation 17 Pre Amp £NA
Krell KAV 250a Power Amp £3498
Leak 1800 Receiver £NA
Leak Deita 30 Int Amp £NA
Leak Delta 70 Int Amp £NA
Linn LK2 Power Amp £650
Linn Wakonda Pre Amp £1200
Linsley Hood 75 Power Tran Int Amp £NA
Magnum MP250-MF 125 Pre Power £750
Meridian 201 Pre-Amp £760
Meridian 502 Pre (Inc Phono Stage) £1385
Meridian 556 Power Amp £950
Micromega Tempo 2 Amp £900
Muse Model 300 Mono's (150 WPC -

Bal Solid State Superb) £4400
Musical Fidelity 3a Pre Amp £379
Musical Fidelity E100 Int Amp £700
Musical Fidelity F19 Power Amp (Mint) £4000
Musical Fidelity MVX Pre + PSU £2200
Musical Fidelity The Pre Amp + 2x

Typhoon Power Amps £1299

Musical Fidelity X10 D £130
NAD 208 THX Power Amp - (Ex-dem)
Studio Spec, High Current, Bal - Bargain £1100

£799
£499
£499

£549
£679
£899
£2799
£299
£159
£179
£319
£399
£219
£249
£1499
£1099
£399
£649
£159
£149
£459
£199
£2649
£99
£79
£99
£249
£579
£99
£349
£329
£999
£649
£499

£2199
£229
£399
£2399
£839

£559
£79

£799

Note: All previous prices as shown are either the former manufacturers' list price when new: Prices paid for thier equipment or the estimated
price of comparable equipment / models at today’s value.



Extend your Call the ‘Fi’ Swap the lot, Looking for a
cover Finders why not? quick sell?

All equipment for sale is Can't find what you Whether looking to The Audio Trader will
ful'y tested and suppfied want? Rare, Classic, upgrade or simply have your equipment on
with 3 months warrarty. Special... even New! starting again the the internet for world
12 months additional Whatever you want, we'll Trading Station will be wide sales potential.
cover is available - ask helg find it for you. Call pleased to make you an
for details now! us cr log on row, exchange offer.

www.audiotrader.co. ak

Naim 32 Pre Amp £NA £199 Quad FM3 Tuner £Please call Rogers Studio 1 Teak v.g.c £620 £369
Naim 32.5 Pre Amp £NA £229 Revox B260S Tuner (Black) £110C £699 Ruark Accolade (Rosewood) £2400 £1199
Naim NAC 72 Pre Amp £750 £489 Sansui TU-710 Tuner (Black) £NA £149 Shahinian Super EIf £790 £499
Naim NAC 92 Pre Amp £499 £299 Trio KT815 Tuner - (Mint, Last Chance) £NA £199 Snell J3 High Efficiency Monitors £770 £449
Nakamichi 610 Pre Amp £NA £249 Yamaha CT 700C Tuner £NA £499 Snell Type E2 + Stands £NA £749
Nakamichi 620 Power Amp £NA £159 Yamaha T80 Tuner £NA £159 Spendor BC1 Wainut v.g.c £500 £299
Nakamichi |A3 Int Amp £300 £129 Soundlab A3 Full Range Panels £12000 £4499
NVA A60 Power Amp As New Old Soundlab Dynastat Hybrid Panels £3750 £2349
Style Case £495 £329 LOUdspeakers Soundlab Quantum Electrostatic Hybrid

NVA A80 Mono Blocks New 1Parr £1460 £959 Loudspeakers (New Panels Fitted) £2250 £1649
NVA AP20 Power Amp As New £210 £149 Acoustic Energy AE520 Cherry, As New £999 £699 Tangent RS4 (Teak) £NA £179
NVA TSS Second State Stereo Power £3700 £1799 Acoustic Precision Eikos RF1 Mini Monitors £800 £599 Tannoy D700 Speakers (Rosewood) £2500 £1499
Pass Labs Aleph 3 Power Amp vgc. £2200 £1499 Apogee Stage Rosewood Trim ‘Brand New'£4700 £1999 Tannoy Devon Speakers £NA £329
Pioneer C-73 Pre Amp £NA £349 Castle Avon Speakers (Ex-dem) £729 £549 TDL RTL 3 (Black) £400 £199
Primar= Series 928 Pre - Winner Takes All' £4700 £1499 Castle Chester Speakers (Mahogany) £750 £479 Thiel CS 1.5 (Black) The best compact

Quad 33 Pre Amps from £69 Castle Seven 2 (Black) (Ex-dem) £579 £429 floor stander we've heard! £2700 £1699
Quad 34 Pre-Amps from £159 Celestion 3000 Ribbon Hybrid £NA £299 Triangle Graphite (Black) £800 £499
Quad 44 Pre Amp (Boxed, Used Once, Mint) ENA £295 Celestion CS7, 12" Bass £NA £169 Wilson Audio System 5.1 (Graphite Finish)

Quad 306 Power Amp £NA £229 Epos ES14 (Walnut) Inc Stands £700 £399 (Ex-dem) £18000 £11999
Quad 405 Mk 1 from £189 Epso ES22 (Cherry) (Ex-dem) £1385 £899 Wilson Audio Witt Mk1 Ex Demo £8888 £6499
Rotel RX 602 Heavy Weight Receiver £NA £139 Epos ES30 (Rosawood) (Ex-dem) £2550 £1699 Wilson Benesch Act One £7000 £4799
Soncgraphe SC1 Pre Amp (By Conrad Johnson)  £399 Gamma Acoustics Epoch Ref 5 Yamaha NS1000M (Black) Ref Monitors ~ £NA £899
Thorens TTA 2000 Power Amp (Ex-dem) £599  £499 Cherry Finish £3000 £1599

Yamaha DSPE492 Av Processor £250 £169 Genexa Gamma Pro LX5 £150 £89
Heybrook HB200 (Teak) ENA  £139 Tape Recorders
Horning Agathon Bronze Signature £3499 £1399
Valve Amplifiers IMF Domestic Monitor Speakers ENA  £399 Aiwa AF 850 Cassette Deck 3 Head £250 £129
£NA £99 Denon DRM 650's Cassette Deck

JPW 3 Speaker Pro-logic Package

Audio Innovations Series 700 Int Amp £1100 £599 Kef 104 - 2 Speakers (Teak) £NA £499 (With Dolby ‘s’) £NA £129
Audio Research LS5 Mk 1 Kef 105 - 3 (Teak) £1850 £1099 Nakamichi BX1 Cassette Deck £NA £249
Pre-Amp (Ex-dem) £5995 £2999 Kef Model 2 (Rosetta Burr) £2150 £1499 Nagra EL Portable Mono Reel to Reel £4000 £1399
Audion Silvernight 2x 300b Single Ended Kef Model 4 (Rosetta Burr) £4250 £2899 Pioneer CT830S Cassette Deck, Dolby S £550 £329
Mono Powers £NA £1198 Kef Model 4 (Black) £365C £2499 Revox A77 Reel to Reel (2 Available) £Please Call
Audion Sterling Single Ended Triode Kef Model 200c Reference Cenrtre VGC £69¢ £500 Revox G36 Valve Reel to Reel £NA £399
Power Amps (Pair) £NA £600 Kef Reference 101 - UniQ £600 £249 Revox PR99 Pro Tape Machine £NA £399
Conrad Johnson PV11 Pre Amp £1099 Leak 2060 (Teak) £NA £169 Rotel RD955 Cassette Deck £300 £99
Crofi Epoch Pre Amp £NA £499 Leak 3090 Speakers £NA £349 Tanberg 3034 Silver Cassette Deck £NA £189
Croft Series 3 OTL Power Amp £NA £699 Leak Sandwich 250 £NA £99 Tanberg TCD 320 AV Cassette Deck £NA £149
EAR 802 Pre (One owner from new) £2200 £1299 Linaeum LFX, Ribbon Mini Monitors £600 £399 Tascam 22-4 4 Track Reel to Reel £NA £449
EAR 859 Power Amp £1599 £949 Lindley New Age Speakers £NA £579 Teac CX650R Cassette Deck £300 £129
Edison Technology HFA12 Power Amp £NA £229 Linn Isobarik (2 Pairs Available) £Please Call Sony Pro Walkman + Exposure PSU £530 £249
Elector MFJ Pre Amp £NA £2939 Linn Nexus (Grey) £450 £249 Uher 4400 Report Monitor, Portable

Ganima Aeon 20w SE-Triode Monos £4999 £2239 Magna Planar SMGA (Oatmeal / Teak) £9060 £449 Reel to Reel (5" Spool) £2000 £799
Leak Variscope Pre Amp £NA £69 Mission 734 (Black) £400 £199 Yamaha KX 580 Cassette Deck (Used Once) £250 £149
Lumiey Megavox 7§ Valve Monos £NA £1179 Mission 750 (Black) (Ex-dem) £250 £199

Luxman LX33 Int Valve Amp £NA  £699 Mission 754 Freedom (Rosewood) £1400 £699 Ext 1974
Michealson Odysseus 40w Int Amp £1150 £699 Monitor Audio Studio 20 SE (Cherry) © ®

Musical Fidelity Nu Vista Pre Amp + PSU  £1250 £989 (Ex-dem) £2500 £1749

PM Components MP - 211 L1S Pre Mordant Short Performance 860 (Gloss Blk') £1900 £999 ’w l’

+ Mono's, Incredibly High Spec £5000 £2299 Morel Base Master 602 Inc Stands £1600 £849

Quad 2 Valve Mona's, Includes Pre! £NA £399 Musical Fidelity Ref 2 Mini Monitors £NA £149 = s

SJS Electroacoustics Arcadia Naim Credo Cherry finish v.g.c £1250 £749 Tradlng Statlon

(Line Level Pre) £1000 £750 Naim SBL Varicus, £From £699

Trilogy 902 Pre Amp (Chrome) £2000 £1399 Note Perfect Virtuoso (Ex-dem) £1399

Unison Research Simply 4P (Ex-demo) £1595 £999 Opera Platea (Cherry) (Ex-dem) £800 £639

H -1 3 H y
Pro-Ac Response 3.5 Walnut Marked Visit the ‘Audio Trader’ now

(Ex Demo) £4250 £2699 for our up to the minute

(Ex-dem) £13000 £7499 comprehensive range of
Braun 301 Tuner £NA £9¢ Pro-Ac Tablet 50 (Teak) £600 £429 - -
Harmon Kardon TU-950 Tuner £250 £149 Quad ESLS7 (Bronze) ENA  £479 quality previously-owned
Luxman T210L Classic Tuner £NA £159 Quaa ESL6E3 (Ex-dem) £3500 £1999 audio components_
Meridian 504 Tuner (Mint) £740 £549 Quad ESL63 (Brown, Just Serviced £500') £3500 £1799 3
Musical Fidelity T1 Tuner (Matches A100) ENA  £199 Rogers LS33 + Sub-Units (Black) £600 £299 www.audiotrader.co.uk
Quad AM Tuner £Please call Rogers LS4A Speakers (Teak) £400 £199

Business Hours: Tues - Sat 10.00am - 5.30pm,

Closed Momdays. Visitors & Demonstrations by appointment Buying or selling? call the ExpertS!

The Hi-Fi Company Trading Station, 35 Cowgate,

Peterborough, Cambs, PE1 1L2. Fax: 01733 315079 d
All major Credit Cards acecepted.

oELTA ~ . Choice of interest free finance padkages )| .
ﬁ o) Mol lable. please ask for details All goods sold include our comprehensive warranty!
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LETTER OF THE MONTH

WHATEVER NEXT ..
AND NEXT .. AND
NEXT?

Well | suppose it had to happen; your
glowing description of a new audio
format (SACD) and the industry's
attempt (whether it be through SACD
or DVD-A) to sell us something we
already have or don't really need (how
many versions of Kind of Blue do you
want to realise it's a masterpiece?! The
CD version | have is perfectly fine, and
it's how | got to know the album). The
real question should be if this new
technology tells us anything more
about the music. | suspect not, because
good music survives whatever 'imper-
fect' format it happens to be in at any
time (ask anyone who treasures old
recordings of Schnabel playing
Beethoven or Gieseking in Debussy).
I'm not against good quality sound but
| feel SACD and DVD-A will offer
nothing extra over the formats that
already exsist, for the true music lover,
because differences (if any) will be so
trivial that the law of diminishing
returns will kick in. The only people
who will be happy (but that wont last
long, from my experience) will be the
audiophiles.

Now | have to admit to being an
ex-audiophile myself (the 'phile’ bit of
the ward has always worried me,
‘philia’ in my dictionary is described as
an'abnormal liking for') but the endless
dissatisfaction with equipment and
interminable tweaking (especially of
cables) finally took their toll not only
in tinancial terms but also with my
health. | realize now | lost something
else during this period: the ability to
enjoy listening to music, and replaced
it with the impossible search for per-
fection in sound.

Get a little closer to the performance with Sony’s SACD [

I may not have found perfection,
but I'm satisfied with just being content
(I built a Maplin valve amp, with my
Father's help, for £150 and this has
remained in place, with the same
cabling for four years. | may build
another kit but | don't think it's going
to be vastly superior to what ['ve got).
| concentrate now more on the music,
less on equipment, and I'm happy.
Which is more than can be said of
some of the people who advertise in
your classified ads! [ still enjoy your
magazine, if only for the DIY supple-
ments (which at least try to encourage
people not just to be passive con-
sumers) but | can't agree with you on
the need for yet another format. That
just plays into the hands of industry.

Yours
Keith Parmenter

Point taken. The term ‘audiophile’-
caries some unhealthy connotations! A
good example of exactly how you feel
can be found among musicicans. We
can tell you from experience that many
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musicians don’t really give two hoots
what they listen to their music on.
After all, notes are notes. And | myself
still get excited when | hear Mahler’s
second symphony played on a wind-
up tranny!

What we attempt to do when
reveiewing equipment is to compare it
with the compelition (ie. what else is
available). In this respect SACD gen-
uinely gives one of the best pertor-
mances of recordings I've heard. Take
Kind Of Blue as an example (again).
The notes are, of course, the same as
found on the vinyl, CD or casselte, but
the SACD takes you one step further
towards the experience of <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>